
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

TUESDAY, 2 OCTOBER 1900 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 2 Oo•roBER, lDOO. 

The 8PEAKJC!l (Hon. Arthur 1\Iorgan, Warwick) 
took the chair ttt half-past· 3 o'clock. 

APPHOJ'RIATION BILL No 2. 
The SPEAKER announced that he had 

received a message from His Excellency the 
LieutRnant-Governor assenting, in the name of 
Her Majesty, to this Bill. 

FEDERAL ELECTIONS BILL. 
The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, Tmvnsvillc), 

in the absence of the Chief Secretary, moved-
That the House will, at its next sitting, n.;;olve itself 

into a Committee of the 'Vhole to consider the dmdrable­
nes~ of introducing a Bill to provide for the election for 
the State of Queensland of members of the Parliament 
of the CommonwDalth, and to determine the divisions 
of the State o~ Que,,~.nsland for which members of the 
House of Representatives of the said Parliament shall 
be clwsen, and for other purposes. 

Mr. KIDSTON (Rockharapton): I called 
"Not formal" to this motion, not with the idea 
of delaying business, but for the pnrpose of 
calling the hon. gentleman's attention to what 
seems to be a very curious omission in the 

motion-that is, that there is no provision in it 
for the division of Queensland into electorates for 
the election of members of the Senttte. 

Mr. J ACKSON: A pure oversight on the pttrt of 
the Government. 

Mr. KIDSTON: Before saying very much, I 
would like to know whether it was an oversight 
on the part of the Government? \Ve were told 
a year ago that the then Premier had succeeded 
in securin~ a very valual.Jle amendment of the 
Icederal Constitution in so far as it affected 
Queensbnd. Particularly it was held out as 
a bait to the peorJle of the Centre and 
the North, who knew quite well that if the 
members of the Senate were elected by (luee,ns­
land as one electorate, they would have no 
voice, or at least no effective voice, in choos­
ing this Senate, and that in the Federal 
Renate they would be entirely unrepresented. 
'fhe then Premier, Ml'. }Jickson, succeeded in 
getting an arnendruent introduced which would 
enable the Government to divide Queeusbnd 
into three or more divisions for the purpose of 
electin~ federal senators. Now, hnd the Govern­
ment at that time any intention of carrying out 
that amendment? If they had, what is the 
necessity for altering their minds on the matter 
so as to make the whole of Queensland one 
electorate f•>r the Federal Parliament? When 
Mr. Dickson introducer! the :Federal Enttbling 
Bill into this House at the beginning of last year 
he took very great credit to himself for the 
amendment he had obtained in clause 7 of the 
Commonwealth Bill. He was speaking about 
one or two amendments he claimed credit for 
getting the Premiers of the southern colonies to 
agree to insert in the Federal Constitution, and 
was claiming that they woulrl be of great ad van· 
tage to (Jueensland, and he said-

'l'hc first amendment was in the 7th chtu~c of the Bill 
the follmving paragraph being inscrtefl: ''But until tllB 
I,arliamcnt of the Cornmmnvealth otherwise provides, 
the Parliament of the State of Queensland, if that State 
be an oridnal State, may make laws dividing the State 
into division~. and determining the number of senalors 
to be ehoscn for each divhdon, and in the absence of such 
provision the State slmll be one elcetorate. 
He went on to say-

I think hon. members will agree with me that t.hat is 
a. concession to Queensland, which, considcri11g the ::reat 
extent of our territmy, and the various interestR in 
this colony, will be a considerable improvement to rJw 
Bill. It is mnch better than that the whole of the 
senators should be elected by the preponderating 
electoral power of one portion of the colouy. 
At thttt time a number of advocates of fedemtion 
pointed out what an advantage it would be to 
Queensland if it was divided in the way pro­
posed, because the Centre and the North would 
have power to choose their own representatives. 
I cannot speak personally of the North, but it is 
unmistakable that in Central Queensland very 
many· people were induced to vote for th'e 
:Federal Bill on account of tlmt provision, and 
now the Government prr>pose to back down upon 
that and submit a motion to this House which, 
if it is carried, will prevent the House from 
altering the Bill to give effect to the amendment 
which was obtained by the then Premier. 

Mr. FISHER : It may or may not. 
Mr. KIDSTON : I <]Uite understand that. 
The A~'TOHNEY·GENEHAL: Surely this is not 

the time to discuss this ? 
Mr. KIDSTON: I think it is the time, for 

this reason : I want to give the Government to 
understand thttt I am opposed, root and branch, 
to the pas,age of the Bill on this basis. 

Hon. D. H. DALHY>JPLE: When it is con­
sidered you can do that. 

Mr. KIDSTON : If the Premier will intimate 
even hy a nod of his head that when thi" motion 
comes on in committee to-morrow, he is quite 
willing that the House should amend it ir1 th~ 
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respect I mention, I am willing to stty no more 
about it now, but if the Government are going 
to use their power to put a Bill of this character 
through the House, then I think it is my duty 
at the first mention of the Bill to give the Go­
vernment to understand that I will oppose it at 
every stage, by every conceivable means, whether 
the Bill becomes law or not. I would rather see 
the whole of Queensland unrepresented in the 
:Federal Parliament than sit silent and allow 
such a Bill to go without protf>st. It is a deliber­
ate attempt to disfranchise the people of the 
North and Centre, so far as the J<'ecleral Senate is 
concerned. There are members on both sides 
who are interested in this matter. My hon. 
friend, the leader of the Opposition, Mr. 
Browne, is a Northern man, and feels just as 
strongly as I do upon this matter, but he refrains 
from moving in it, because he does not wish to 
give an appearance of party feeling to the Bill. 

The PrtEMIER : It is not a party measure. 
Mr. BrtOWNE : Hear, hear ! It is not a party 

question. 
Mr. KIDSTON : It has nothing at all to do 

with party. I appeal to the Premier. He is. a 
Northern man. We have heard a great deal 
about the N 01·thern influence in the Cabinet. 
There are one Central and three Northern 
members in a Cabinet of eight, and yet they 
bring down a Bill of this description-that 
they ought to be ashamed to stand before 
their constituents and advocate. It will dis­
franchise their constituents. I hope that no 
Northern or Central member-I do not know 
what Southern members may do, although I be­
lieve we can successfully appeal to their sense of 
fairness-but I do sincerely trust that no North­
ern or Central man who has any respect for those 
who sent him here will permit the initiatory stages 
of this Bill to be proceeded with without protest. 
I will tell hon. gentlemen why I object to the 
matter now. As I understand this motion, it is 
asking the House to do a certain thin~'(- to divide 
Queensland. 

Mr. CowLEY: Oh, no ! 
Mr. KIDSTON : To determine the division of 

the State of Queensland for the purp<me of elect­
ing the members of the House of Uepresenta­
tives; and, as I understand things, if this wotion 
is passed, it will be impossible for us to amend 
the Bill in the direction I have pointed out. 

The HmiE SECUETARY : The Bill is "for other 
purposes." 

Mr. KIDSTON: Oh, yes, we know what that 
means. If the Premier is willing- to have the 
thing fairly discussed by the House let him 
agree to the amendment of this motion in com­
mittee, and add the words, after the word 
"member" on the 5th line, "and the Senate," 
and that will settle the matter. If the majority 
of Southern members insist upon keeping the 
whole of these senatorial representatives to them­
s<-lves .we cannot help it, and the Government 
cannot help it. 

'rhe HOME SECRETARY: Who is introducing 
this Bill? 

Mr. KIDSTON : I am astonished at the 
appalling ignorance of the Home Secretary. 
Here is a member of the Government, and he 
does not know that the Government are intro­
ducing the Bill. Do the members of the Govern­
ment not hold caucus meetings? I trust the 
Premier will, at lea;;t, be so far reasonable as 
to accede to the amendment I have suggested. 

The PREMIER : With the permis8ion of the 
House, I may say that this is not in any sense a 
party question at all ; and if it is the wish of the 
majority of this House that there "hould be three 
or six constituencies for the electors of senators, 
I shall not oppose it. We can discuss that to­
morrow. 

1900-3Y 

Mr. Bl\OW~E : Are you willing that it should 
be discussed to-morruw? 

The PREMIER: Yes; you can compel us to 
discuss it to-morrow. 

Mr. Frsmm: \Vill you favour it? 
The PREMIER: I shall not oppose it. 
Question put and passed. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
N om'H CHILLAGOE MrNES P IWSPEC'rus. 

'l'he SPEAKER: I have received from the 
hon. member for Croydon a notification, in 
writing, of his intention to move the adjourn­
ment of the House for the purpose of calling 
attention to a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, namely-

The alteration by some person or persons of the 
report of the Assistant Government Geologist on the 
North Chillagoe Mines, and the attempts made b.r some 
person or persons to induce the Government geologists 
to exceed their duty. 

Mr. BHOWNE (Croydon): I beg to move the 
adjournm<'nt of the House. 

The SPEAKER : Is the motion "upported ? 
Not less than five members having risen in 

their places in support of the motion, 
Mr. BROWNE said: In moving the adjourn­

ment of the House this afternoon, I need not 
apologise to hon. members on either side of the 
House for rising to call attention to this most 
important matter. Every hon. member knows 
that there has been a great deal of talk and a 
great deal of feeling manifested, not only in 
Queensland, but all through the Australian 
colonies, about the way in which this report has 
been manipulated. \Vhen I mentioned some 
days ago that there were a lot of rumours about 
this matter, one hon. member interjected that 
we ought to "have it out," but I said we were 
not then in possession of all the information to 
enable us to go into it fully. And I am now 
taking the first opportunity of dealing with this 
matter since the whole of the correspondence 
has been laid on the table of the House. I 
think hon. members on both sides who have 
read the correspondence will admit that we 
should always be ready, first of all, tcJ assist in 
protecting the public of the colony and of the 
world against anything of this kind; and, 
secondly, in protecting the Government officials, 
so as to ensure that the Government departments 
shall be kept clean fron~ slurs and scandals of 
this character. Since the matter was first allucled 
to, there has been a great dAal of correspondence 
of one sort and another, and gentlemen have stated 
that the directors have had nothing to do with 
the matter. One gentleman, Mr. P. Duffy, has 
come into great prominence in this matter. r 
will only deal briefly with the correspondence, 
as I have nu wish to delay the business of the 
House. I will first of all refer to a letter on 
page 4 of the correspondence, from Mr. P. Duffy, 
for the Admiral Sampson Chillagoe Company, 
to the Hon. Mr. Philp, dated 30th August, 189[). 
It states-

DE \.R SIR,-I should have f':tlled on you, but tbne 
prevented it. lle the report to be prepared for the 
Admiral Sampson Chillagoe Company, I am instructed 
to ask you to spare neither time nor expense in giving 
this report, for everything depends on it. Mr. Dunstan, 
who has just returned with me from Chillagoe, has 
plans, sketches, etc., by which he can prepare a report, 
which will do tl:e mines justice, and enable us to ftoat 
at once. Kindly instruct that the sketches he has and 
maps of leases be included in the report. Our company 
will pay all expenRes, and, as .Jlr. Dunstan has gone to 
the trouble of making sketches and carerully preparing 
plans, let them be included; they are most valuable 
properties, and a luke-warm report will only damage 
their prospect. Mr. Dunstan is a valuable man, 
and an interview with him would enable you to judge 
as to their worth. Our company will be grateful to you 
for the most exhaustive revort this gentleman can give. 
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Some of these gAntlemen seem to think that they 
can run the Government of this country. That 
very letter, and another letter further on relating 
to exemptions, show a most cast-iron cheek to the 
hon. gentleman. Mr. Marshal! Moore, in a tele­
gram to the Hon. R. J. Philp, dated i:lydney, 
1st September, says-

I understand from :\Ir. Duffy who accompanied 11r, 
Dunstan in his work at Chillagoe for Admiral Sa.mvson 
Company th~Lt J.ir. Dnnstan has exprm:•sed his very 
favourable opinion of the properties he examined 
Kindly instruct .J:1r. Dunstan to prepare a volurninons 
report with accompanying maps plans a.w_l sketches so 
that it can be vlaeed ~Ls a complete re}Jort and not to 
require any further report to place in the hands of the 
brokers. 
I am very plea"ed that the hon. gentleman, as 
Minister for Mines, at once said he would do 
nothing of the kind. He said-

Inform .YI:r. 11oore tha.t the Minister never lnterferes 
in any way with the geolo~;i~ts' reports, and dec~lines to 
give him any instruction whatevcr.-R. P., l-D-9H. 

I now wish to direct attention to a very lengthy 
communication on page 7 of the correqpondence, 
which, I think, more than anything else, reflects 
on the character of the directors ot this company. 
It is dated, " Banker street, Sydney, 2iith 
November, 1899;" but I am not going to rear! 
the whole of it. There they submit a number of 
questions, which are practically insults to the 
Government officials, because they are really 
asked to give falsified reports. Mr. Duffy seems 
to have been made the scapegoat, but that letter 
is not written by him, but is addressed by Mr. 
W. JIIIarshall Moore, the legal manager of the 
company, to the Hon. the Minister for Mines, 
Brisbane-

SrR,-I have the honour, on behalf of my directors, to 
thank you for ::\Jr. Dnustan's Government geologist 
report on our Chillagoe mineral properties. We gl'catly 
appreciate your kindne.:;s and the work done by l\lr. 
Dunstan. However, there are one or two particulars 
more of a practical business nature which my direetors 
hardly like to ask you to direct or permit .:\Tr. Dnustan 
to give, but which (if you will) are of great material 
importance to ns to have in a concise form for our 
prospectus, which we arc issning at once to form our 
IH'Opcrties into a large limited company to develop and 
work mines. Attached hereto are the (1nestions, and 
which it is evident from Mr. Dunstau's revort, he can 
answer from the very full a.nd careful examinations he 
made. 

I may add that if there is any fnrther chtLTge for this 
we will gladly pay lt, and after all the months we have 
waited for the report, and a.ll the expenses we bave 
inctu-red, and the gre~tt bcuelit to Queensland it will be 
to have all these mines developed, \.VC hope that you 
will permit this supplementary rcvort to be forwarded 
to us as quickly as possible. .May I su~:;e~t that if l\ir 
Dunstan is in the country, that this letter be forwarded 
to him endorsed with your approval. 
The legal manager of that company asked the 
Minister for Mines to allow the Government 
Geologist to do that ! Below that letter is the 
enclosure-

Re Mr. Dunstan's report, November, 1899, on the 
Admiral S<Lmpson Chillagoe Company Mines. 
Take the third question, which reads-

Re gold, Tartana.-The wonderful sho'v of gold men­
tioned by :Mr. Dunstan is very encouraging, Could he 
supplement this by an opinion as to what should be the 
extent o! gold, and that gold in combination with 
eopper makes the mines very much more valuable than 
if there was little or no gold? Some English capitalists 
tell us that they do not care so much for mines which 
have copper without gold, but with gold they are eager 
!or them. 

Then, again-
5. Cannot Tartana be briefly described as being to 

all appearances a second Mount Lyell, with 
[4 p.m.] its combinations of gold and silver, with 

large bodies of high and low grade copper 
ore? 

6. Mr. Dunstan speaks of certain immense "impregna­
tions," formations, not •· lodes.'' ·vnu he state for the 
information of the ignorant public that the largest and 
wealthiest mines iu the world are "impregnations,, 
not H lodes" ? 

Those gentlemen have been deluded into that 
idea. \Vi!! they rank among the ignorant 
public Mr. Mar8hall :\Ioore is referring to? 

7. Can ;.Hr. Dunsta.u say with any degree of eon1idcnce 
that the pl'Opel'tie:s warn~nt the con:strnction of rail­
ways and smelters, and the appointment of the very 
bc"3t mines manager pl·ocurable, such manager having 
before him one of the grandest and most promising 
undertakillgs in that line to be found in Australia t 

Those are the questions submitted by the legal 
n1anager of the cotnpany, as he bayR, on behalf 
of the directors, and he wants to know whether 
the i:lecretary for Mines will allow Jlllr. Dnnstan 
to give that information, so that it may be put 
into a prospectus. I am not going to deal with 
the whole of the questions. 

1\lr. J. HAMIL'l'ON: What was the reply? 
Mr. BROWI''m: I am jnst going to give the 

reply in full, became I think it is only fair to 
everyone concerned that it shoulJ be made 
public. Here is the reply of the Government 
Geologist--

.ME.:Ilo. Vlto:i\1 THE GoVEitN.:\IEI'\T GEOUHi-IHT to T111~ 
liONOURABLI'; TilE :\liNISTEB. l"Oll }!Ji'iEH. 

7th December, 1899. 
.Jlemo. for the IlonouralJle the J.lilnt~ill!t' for 1.lnnes re 

Letter, rhtled '29/h 2'lovernber, from, lV. JVar.-;!utll 
JiooY"e, 1.l:Iunaoet of the Adwiral Sa'fllJJson Cllillauoe 
Company. 

3-Ir. J\loore attaches to hit-1 letter a number of 
question~ and rcr1ucsts that }1r. Dum;t,an may supple­
ment his report by replyinf!; to them, with a view of 
ineludiug his replies in a IJl'OS1JCctm; for Hoating the 
properties into a large lim~ted company. 

I haYe carefully comddercd these (tnestions, an cl I am 
decidedly of opi11iou that they arc sneh that no member 
of a Government geological survey stair should be 
CXllCctcd to answer. 

IJ.~hey ask for opinions as to qnnntities of ore for 
certain values likely to be obtained; of the prohable 
co:st of cert,aiu development -.,vork; and qum;tiou~ 5, 0, 
7 aetnally dictate Htatemcnts wllieh they wish 1Ir. 
Dunstan to pnt his name to for the Plll'lJOSC of 
''puffing" the property. 

I have been carefully throngh lir. Dnnstan's report, 
and I consider he has given all tltc facts concerning' the 
properties, as fnr as they could be obtai11e1l at. the time 
of his visit, in a. very clear and fair manner, a.nd also t,he 
conclusions he arrives at go quite as far as is con~ 
sistent with the evidence lJefore lnrn. 

I rctnrn .J.lr. l\ioore's letter herewith. 

\\"II.LIAJ.I II. RA::\DS, Government Gcologi~t. 

On that memo. there is this minute by the 
i:lecret«ry for Mines-

Inform l\.:Ir. l\Ioore that .L\Ir. Duustnn cannot be asked 
to answer the questions nubmi.tt.ed.-It.P., l~-1~-D9. 

Members on both sides of the House may hold 
different opinions on this subject, but it is not 
altogether a party ques~ion. It is a qnestion 
that members on both sides of the House are 
concemed in, and for my part-after taking a 
great deal of trouble in going through these reports 
and getting all the information I possibly can 
-I do not think that the Government Geologist, 
or anyone in the Mines Department, would be 
any party to deceiving the pnblic in the way 
proposed. 

The Ho;I!E SECRETARY : "What are you going to 
do? 

Mr. BROWNE : If the hon. gentleman 
will sit quiet I will endeavour to tell him. 
\Vhat I want is for this House to endeavour 
to take some action by which we may find out 
who is really at fault, who are the victims, and 
who are endeavouring to victimise the public. I 
am sure that hon. members on both sides were 
astonished when they saw this attempt to bribe 
the Government Geologist, for it is a deliberate 
attempt to bribe that officer. On page 10 hon. 
members will find a letter from Mr. P. Duffy, to 
the Government Geologist, asking him to use 
his influence to get Mr. Dunstan to alter his 
report in the manner suggested, That was 
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written on the 30th of August, 1 S!J!J. Then, on 
the 12th February, l!JOO, Mr. Duffy wrote to 
Mr. Hands, as follows:-

Brisbane, 12th February, 1900. 
DEAR SrR,-l do not think I should have mentioned 

that \'Otc our company made the other day, for I pre­
sume they intended to keep that until the company wa>::: 
floated. But my advice is not to refuse it. It will be 
worth between t'vo and three thousand to you, arnd it 
is simply a !Wesent. 

I do not think I will be able to see you till I return 
to Brisbane; hut if in the meantime you can .see any­
thing you can do to a•H;;ist us, say iu regard to those 
reasonable questions our secretary asked you about, 
you '''ill, I have no doubt. 

I will sec you on my return. 
Yours truly, 

P. DUFFY. 
r.s.-You might have another lool{ at those ttncstions. 

Some arc very rtmsonablc. 
'l.'hoBe <jUestious he might have thought reason­
"'ble, and that the light of £2,000 or £3,000 
would maim them look reasonable to a man who 
w'" hard up and wanted money very badly. 
:Further on we have a very interesting communi­
cation from JI/Ir. Duffy to Mr. Duns tan, where he 
says-

3rd November. 
D~;Att DUNSTA~,-Your very welcome letter to hand. 

I am more than satisfied with :voul' exertion. 
Now, straight talk. "\¥ill yon ~ccept. any suitable, 

pleasant, agrecal.>Jc position in the new company? 
"\Vhat would you like best; tell me. Also the salary you 
would like. 

I, with two others, have a block support of 42,000 
votes in the new company; what you say to me is in 
complete conlldence; I talk too plain sometimes; you 
think so? 

I intend to have you compensated for your exertion. 
If this thing floa.ts as it should, you have an opportu­
nity. I exvect to sec the report next week. 

C. l•'e~Lthcrstonehaugh and :\icEvoy, men with influ­
ence throughout the colonies, have the matter in hand. 
1Yritc me before the end of the month. 

l~Yerything confidential. I hope you are well, 
Yonrs truly, 

P. DUFl<'Y. 

·with regard to that letter, I think hon. mem­
bers should notice that two gentlemen, Mr. 
]'eatherstonehaugh and JI/Ir. McE voy, are men­
tioued as though they were cognisant of what 
Jlilr. Duffy was doing. I am not prepared to s,;y 
whether they were cognisant of his actior.s or 
not. 'rhen we have a letter further on, where 
Mr. Duffy wdtes to Mr. Dunstan, after offering 
him the management of the compnny-

The reasrm I would like an estimate of the quantity 
of ~tone above the level of the plane in 'l'artann, is that 
it wonlcl help flotation. 

The brokers say it would help along wonderfully, and 
if we must further develop, what will it cost to do 
snmcient to prove the show P 

Dear Duns tan, if you Will do this it will help us along 
wonderfully. 
How very affectionate he is in offering :Yir. 
Dunstan a nice, agreeable, easy billet, nncl asking 
him to nttme his own salnry. rrurther on he 
reports that the thing is going on like a house on 
fire, and he says to Mr. lJun:stetn-

You did not tell me if you were prepared to manage 
Tartana, or will I propose we offer you a certain salary 
to manage; it would be better. of course. But then I 
should know if you are prepared to do so, and what 
salary you would require. You must bear in mind I 
can barrack. and I tell you I have a lot of confidence in 
you. If I had not, I ·would not be anxious, for I have a 
very large interest, fully one-eighth. 
Then there is the very last letter from Mr. 
Duffy, a,nd again he brings in the names of pro­
minent men, one of them being a gentleman 
whose name came before the House in the dis­
cussion on the Chillagoe Railway Bill in 1897-
namely, Mr: 1'1-lofbt, of Irvinebank. I think 
hon. members on both sides of the House who 
know anything about JI/Ir. 1\l[offat, however mnch 
they might denounce the Chillagoe Railway Bill, 

never said one word reilecting on him as an 
individual, or attacking his honour in any way 
at all, yet we have his name brought in here. 

The Holi!E SEOI\El'ARY : There is nothing dis­
creditable to him here as far as I can see. 

Mr. BROWN1~ : I am leaving everyone to 
draw his own inference; and if hon. members 
are willing to let JI/Ir. Moffat, JI/Ir. Feather­
stonehaugb, Mr. Archibald, and JI!Ir. Brentnall 
rest under the stigma of Leing a<sociated with 
JI/Ir. Duffy it is not my fault, because I am 
bringing it before the House to give them all an 
opportunity of clearing themselves and sheeting 
the blame home to the guilty parties. He points 
out in this lettAr-

You remember Munro telling us how Moffat sent men 
to seize it, thinking· he was Mvay in Melbourne. Now 
he tells the Hon. BrentnaJl th~Lt it is next to \Vorth­
less, and Hon. J .. rchibnld is making inquiries of Rands 
as to whom most con!idc11ce could be placed in, I\foffat 
or Dunstan. This is the riehest piece of news I have 
had for a long time. Thing-s arc going along well in the 
south, and it is a. pity such as 1\:Ioffat should damp it 
here. Cannot you do something to show these men its 
value; they are my forte in Brisbane if worked well; 
let them drop it and it will become very sick. Say a 
word of encouragement and the thing is a success. If 
yon will tell them what you told me in" letter, that 
150,0uo yards of ore can be had at once for the smelt­
ing, it will knock )1offat's predictions into ashes in a 
moment. 

Re John ~1offat.- First he tried to get half interest; 
second he tried to get l\1unro to include in the 0. R. and 
1\:I. Group ; this failing. he tried to seize it. He then, 
with a fnll meeting of C. R. and 31. board of directors, 
agreed \Vit..ll brolwrs jn 3-Ielbourne and Sydney that they 
would 1loat the group into a company of £100,000 shares 
if we would agree to give them entire management. 
·we refused; they then wrote us intimating t..hcir 
willin~ne::,s to build a railway and smelt the ores ; that 
we could not do. Now tlwy want to force us to work 
with them. Hence thi:::, his last attack. 

Do speak out to Hon. Archibaltl and Brentnall; 
speak of its possibilities, ahw its gold and silver as com­
pared to Lyell.rield, &c., &c. 
That is all the correspondence I am going to 
refer to at present, and I think there is sufficient 
in that to bear out my contention that we want 
to know who is at the bottom of this-who is 
pulling the strings all the time. ·what I con­
tend is that it is the duty of the Government­
the Premier, more especially, being Secretary 
for Mines, as safeguarding the rights of the 
public and the mining interests of this colony, 
also in regard to keeping his department above 
@Spicion-to see that a full and complete 
inquiry is held in order to sheet the thing home 
if possil>le to the guilty parties. As it happens, 
there is something like an analogous case at the 
present time in Victoria-a case not so bad, 
but something on all-fours. Hon. gentlemen 
may have seen in the papers an account of 
the Glenfine salting case at Ballarat. In 
the Austr-alian Mining Standnrd of 20th Septem­
ber, page 314, there is a full account of this case. 
It was the case of a claim at Ballarat, in which 
stone was taken out and sent to the School of 
Mines at Ballarat to be assayed. On the road 
somebody got at the stone, salted it-put some 
gold into it-and when the assays came out the 
result far exceeded anything expected by the 
mine manager or the legal manag-er. That night 
the scrip went up enormously. The manager of 
the claim and the legal manager were so satisfied 
something was cronk about the matter that they 
sent 10 tons of stone to different places 
for treatment, and instead of getting 1 oz. 
6 dwt., as at the assay, it only weot 
2 d wt. or 3 d wt. '!.'hen, of course, scrip went 
down far beluw its real value, and there was 
great excitement. The directcrs at once took 
action. They offered £100 as a reward for sheet­
ing it home to the guilty parties, and the Stock 
Exchange did the same. vVe have in this paper 
a long account of a deputation to the Minister, 
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one of the deputation being Mr. TI. F. Bryant, 
the chairman of directors of the claim. In thi~ 
matter thece were no Government officials 
involved. It was an outside thi11g, simply affect­
ing the claim Rbareh<>!ders and the general public. 
I am not going to give the arguments they 
adduced, but I will call attention to the steps 
immediately taken by the Minister for Mines. 

The Hon. A. R. Onttrim said as far as he was in­
dividtmlly concerned, he would do his best to meet the 
wishes of the interviewers. r:t'he pr~Lcticc of mine 
salting was fairly prevalent in the cn.riy days, bnt it 
was nmtrl.v alway:;; contiue1t to privat.c and co-operative 
parties. Such iniquitous practices deserved to be pnt 
down with a strong hq_nd. lie was sure that the various 
stock exchanges of Vietoria, which were capably and 
honestly managed, ,,.-ould give every as;;istancc in 
bringing the culprit to jnii'itice. Ilmvever, as the 
inquiry asked for was a. matter for the Premier to 
decide, it would be best to call on him. 

Subsequently Mr. Outtrim laid the matter before t.he 
Premier, who promised to take immediate action, 
and appoint either a police magistrate or a county 
court judge to preside over an inquiry to be held at 
Ballarat. 1'he deputation expres:;cd their ~~Ltisfaction 
at the reply of the Premier and 'vithdrew. 
The result of that was that two days afterwards 
men were arrested for that very offence. Hon. 
members may say that, unfortunately, if we 
probe this to the bottom, there is what I con­
sider-and I think the hon. gentleman at the 
head of the Government would coincide in­
what I consider to be a defect in our company 
law, because there is no way of making a criminal 
offence of a thing of this sort. At the Fame time 
I contend that it is the duty of the Government 
to take steps at once to have a full inrtuiry into 
this matter. To show that I am not alone in 
this I may say that here is th8 following edition 
of the Austt·alian JJiininy Standard, the leading 
mining journal of Australia. This is 27th Sep­
tember, on page 3-18; and we have here a leading 
article headed, "Two Mining Scandals;" and at 
the commencement this is the way the editor 
deals with it-

Those who inveigh ag:tinst mining morality as a non­
existent quality have t'vo da.inty morsels to roll over 
their tongnes in the recently exposed Glenfine and 
North Chillagoe mines scandals. The ma..tt.er~ involved 
are of totally different type, for while the one brings 
its perpetrators within the grasp of the criminal law 
the other is merely an example in the gentle art of 
prospectus manufacturing. If the facts as to the dele­
tions from, and alterations in, }ir. Dunstan's report had 
alone to be regarded there would not be the slightest 
diffienlty in dccidi11g which of the two cases wore the 
worst complexion. 'fhe ostensible purpose is in ea0h 
the same-namely, to obtain an 1nflated report., under 
which to get nt tbe pocl,ets of unwary investors; hut 
while in one case the operntors ventured upon a per­
sonal risk, which may yet carry a heavy penalty, in t.he 
other the idea. suggested is that of sniping f1·om behind 
a sangar, with the full knowledge that it involves no 
personal danger whatever. 
Only a few flays ago there was an expression 
about sni]Jing from behind somewhere in a 
letter I received from a gentleman belong­
ing to one of these companies. Here is the 
Austmlian Mining StandaTcl, saying that gentle­
men who indulge in the practice of prosrectus 
manufacturing are guilty of that very offence. 
I am not going to read the whole of this article; 
but after pointing out that to issue a fraudulent 
prospectus, signed by influential names, is a far 
worse offence than that of two, possibly ignorant., 
men salting a trial crushing, and while those 
men would risk imprisonment the others wonld 
not--

Mr. FrTZGERALD: What about conspiracy to 
defraud? 

Mr. BROWNE: They conclude the article as 
follows:-

Commenting upon the subject in the House, ~Ir. 
Philp, Premier and Minjster for 1\..fines, said the l\Iines 
Department had repeatedly been asked to give reports 
!or private companies, but he had always set his !:tee 

against the practice. In future, however, any report 
furnished to anyone would be published by the l\iines 
Department at the same time. Ir.. Victoria. the Stock 
Exchanges a.ud the Government took still more decisive 
notion to sift the salting scandal thoroughly, so that, 
by the detection and punishment of the culprit:;, the 
mining industry should be protected. 
And l think it is not asking too much that the 
Government of this colony, and especially as the 
Premier is also Minister for Mines, should take 
very strong steps in the same direction. To 
sh'Jw the attention this matter has attracted, not 
in Queensland only, bnt in Victoria, New South 
\Vales, South Australia, and elsewhere, yc.u can 
hardly pick up a paper in which there is not 
some reference to "The Chillagoe J\Line, 
s~andal," as it is called. There is another 
article here on page 350, three-q uartcrs of a 
column in length, and further on in the same 
paper there are two pages devoted to "A 
Queensland Minillg Scandal-North Chillagoe 
Mines," wherethereispublished part of the cOl-res­
pondence and the prospectus, without any com­
ment other than tbat of the heading. I shall 
not take up the time of the House longer. 
I may say at once that I have been asked 
to express my opinion upon this matter, but at 
the present time one is scarcely able to express 
an opinion, and that is the reason I am asking 
for a full investigation ; at the same time with 
re,pect to the directors of the company, and after 
all the letters sent by two, who appear to be very 
much hurt about it, thnugh I will not say they 
are implicated in this matter at all, I do say that 
they did not nerci"e that care which men should 
exercise who know that a. lot of people may 
follow in their le"d in a matter of this kind. 
The "ignorant public" are alluded to even in 
this correspondence. There ar-e plenty who 
mi!!ht be induced to inve8t in a thing-like this 
wh~n they saw namee like those of the Hon. Mr. 
Archibald, and the H .. n. Mr. Brentnall, and the 
others as directors. Hon. members know that 
there art> thousands of people in the world who 
put their bit of money into mining specs, know­
ing little about the bn,iue .. ,s, but having a pound or 
two to spare, they like to g .. t a chance to get a 
little money back for it, and when they see the 
names of known men, who have a knowledge of 
mining matters, attached to a prospectus they 
say, "If they are prepared to go into this thing 
I am prepared to go into it too." I say, then, 
tbat the persons who put their names to that 
prospectus as provisional directors were guilty of 
gross carelegq1ess in signing it without being 
thoroughly conversant with what was taking 
place. I need not further refer to the matter, 
but I think a sufficient case has been made out 
for the Premier, as JYiinister fur Mines, to make 
a s .. arc!Jing investigation into this affair. Though 
we may not be able to punish the guilty indi­
viuuale, we may at least be able to give a chance 
to those who are not guilty to clear their 
character from the stigma cast upnn it from their 
connection with thPse tranBactions. 

HoNOURABLE ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. COWLEY (Herbcrt): Mr. Speaker,-I 

rise to a point of order. I would not interrupt 
the hem. member ;•hile he was speaking, because 
the subject is one of great importance, and the 
hon. member in discussing it was limited to time. 
I therefore thought it better to ask your ruling 
after the hon. member for Croydon had spoken, 
and before any oth,·r hon. member commenced 
to speak. My point of order is : Is the hon. 
member in order in moving the adjournment of 
the House after public business has been entered 
upon? A motion has been made and dis­
posed of, and I would ask you, for our 
guidance in the future, whether, under the 
circumstances, the hon. member is in order 
in the course which he has taken? Becau8e, 



Motion for Adjournment. [2 OCTOBER.] Motion for Acijotwnment. 1109 

if he is, any hon. member may move the 
adjournment of the House after an Order of the 
Day has been dealt with, or in fact at any hour 
of the sitting, and so take hon. members and the 
Government by surprise. As hon. members are 
aware, if these notices are confined to a certain 
hour-before public business is entered upon­
hon. members will be in their places and pre­
pared to discnss the question. 

Mr. BuowNE : I consulted both the Stwaker 
an<l the Premier on the matter before moving 
the motion. 

Mr. COWLEY: My objection is simply that 
the hon. member should have moved his motion 
be foro public business had been entered upon. I do 
not wish to take any point or to stop the discus­
sion. My desire is that we shall have a definite 
ruling so' that hon. members may be confined 
to a certain honr for moving the adjournment, 
that other members on either side may not be 
taken hy snrprise. Hon. members may remember 
that before the existence of our present Standing 
Order on the matter, motions for the adjourn· 
ment might be made in the House at any time. 
That was found to be very inconvenient in prac­
tice, and therefore Standing Orders were brought 
in to lay down a definite practice, making a 
certain time only available for these motion". 
If hon. members will look at pagP 240 of "May" 
they will find that-

A motion for the adjournment of the IIou!-'C, for the 
purpose of raising a tie bate, m:ty only be made 'vhrm all 
the que~tions to members upon the notice-paper have 
been ftispose<l. of, a..nd before the commencement of 
public bn:-;iness. 

And in page 243, they will Bee this-
Commencement o.f pnblic bnsiness.-Pnblic bnsincss 

commences when the Speaker hns called the member in 
charge of the first motion ~tppoiuted to bP taKen at the 
commencement of public bnsinc:;;s, or which "tanCls 
fil'st npon the notice-paper, or upon the Clerk. to read 
an Order of the Day. Oonseljncntly, nfter the Hpcaker's 
m~U no motion ean be made for the adjournment of the 
Honsc under Standing Orctcr ~o 17. 

Mr. 1\IcDoNALD : Dorg that refer to formal 
n1otions? 

1\Ir. CO\VLJ~Y: No, to any motions. This 
was not a formal motion in this case. 

Mr. McDONALil : I know that, I was think­
ing- of your practice in the past. 

1\{r. CO\VLRY: This motion was c:"lled "Not 
formal," and in discussing· it the actual business 
of the Honse was entered upon. All I ask is 
that we shnll have our practice defined. If the 
adjnurnment of the Honse can be moved after 
the first notice has heen dealt with, it follows 
that it may be moved after the second or third, 
or at any hour of the sitting. I would, there­
fore, ask your ruling, Sir, a,; to whether the 
motion is in order. 

The SPRAKRR : The hon. member has 
referred to the practice of Parliament, and in 
that respect he is (]Hi te right. \Ve hnve 
a Standing Order dealing with the subject 
ourselves-Stnnding Order No. 130. vVe havo 
under that established a practice--and a very 
good practice, too-that motions for the adjourn­
ment of the Honse should he made before public 
business is entered upon. That practice I pro­
pose t" follow in the future. The fact that it 
was not followed to-day is due entirely to my 
own anticipation th"t the discussion on the first 
motion upon the paper, standing in the namn of 
the Chief Secretary, would only orcupy a moment 
or two. 'fhe hon. member is quite in order in 
r~.iRing the point. I n1ay sny, for the illforn1fL­
twn of the House, that in future I shall take 
motions for the adjnnrnment of the Hnnse hefore 
any contested motion has been formally entered 
npnn. I think that is n convenient time to deal 
with them, and the right practice to follow. 

The PREMIER: I may mention that the 
leader of the Opposition consulted me as to his 
intention to move the adjournment to discuss 
this matter. So far as I can see, judging by the 
letters that have been printed, there is no doubt 
that there has been an attempt to get at the 
geologists of the Mines Department, both by 
Mr. Duffy and by Mr. Moore. 

Mr. BrWWNE: Hear, hear J 
'I' be PllR MIER: That is plain for anyone to 

see; but I am very glad, for the honour of the 
Queensland Mines Department, th:1t that attempt 
failed. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIBR : I think nothing stands out 

more clearly than that the Mining Department 
only gave to the North Chillagoe Company the 
facilities they give to all companies. They showed 

them no favour of any kind. They 
["i'ilO p.m.] gav<" them the facilities which would 

be given by the Mines Department 
to any companies wishing to get the services of 
a Government Geologist-that is, the geologist's 
report had to bo paid for ; but certainly this is the 
first time I have ever heard of any company 
trying to tamper with a Government Geologist. 

Mr. STEW AUT : And you would not have heard 
of this if the report h:1d not been falsified. 

The PIU<~~iiER: No, I suppose not. I think 
the honour is due to Mr. Rands of finding out 
the false report published in the papers, :1nd of 
informing me, and in turn of informing the 
country of the character of this prospectus. 

1\Ir. MoDoNAUl : The Telcgmph did it. 
'l'he PRJ<JMIER: The Tcleg1·aph only got the 

information from the 1\Iines Department. 
1\Ir. TunLEY : Why did not the Courier expose 

it? 
Mr. REm: That is the bnodlers' paper. 
Mr. LEAHY: Did the Tclegr"ph get the infor­

mation from the Mines Department? 
'!'he PREMIER: Certainly. No one else hnd 

the infon:nat.inn to give. 
Mr. DAWSON: The Cow·icr suppressed the 

inforrnation. 
The PREMIER: No, I do not think so. I 

understand that the Couric1· published a letter 
from ::Y1essrs. Archibald and Brentnall on the 
same morning that the 'l'elc[!''"Ph published the 
whole prosrJectus. I am certain that the Co1wier 
or the Tclegmph have no wish to do anything to 
injure the colony, or in :1ny way to falsify mining 
reports. 

Mr. Rgm : It is doubtful about the Courier. 
'!'he PRB~l\IIER : In connection with this 

case the department sent all the correspondence 
up to the Crown Law OfficGd for their opinion. 
I certainly think the best way of finding out all 
ahout this scandal would be through the law 
courts. vVhether we r-an get there or pot I do 
not know ; but, failing our getting there, I shall 
certainly hnve an inquiry held, for the sake of 
our own geologists. 

HoNOUHABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
'fhe PRI~MIER : That will give them an 

opportunity of giving further evidence. 
Mr. BuowNE: \Vhat form of inquiry? 
'fhe P RI~MIER : That is hard to say, but an 

imJLliry which will elicit all the information that 
we can possibly elicit. Of course if you can get 
into the criminal court, then you can compel 
anyone to give evidence; but in an inquiry held 
by the Government we cannot compel anyone to 
give evidence. I am very glad to say that I do 
not think that this scandfLl-this falsifying of the 
geologist's report was done in Queensland. 

Mr. TuRLEY: Is it said to have been? 
'l'he PltKlvilER: I do not think so. I think 

it must have been done in the other colonies. 
1\Ir. LICfHNA: Are not they smnrt enough here 

for that sort of thing ? 
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The PRl~MIER : They may be, but so far 
as I can gather there is nobody in this colony 
who has altered it. I do not think that MessrB. 
Brentnall and Archibald have had anything to 
do with the alteration of the report at all. 

HONOURABLE MEl>IBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER : They were certainly care­

less. Before allowing their name.s to be put to 
the prospectus, they ought to have satisfied 
themselves that it was right. 

Mr. MoDONALD : They are equally guilty. 
'fhe PREMHJR: I admit that, but still they 

are not criminally guilty. 
Mr. MoDoNALD : I think they are, 
The PREl'v:ITER : There are very few men 

who go into things of this sort-very few 
directors, who go into all these matters to see 
that everything is correct. 'l'hey take the reports 
or the opinions of other persons. People who are 
asked to go on directorates ask other men who 
they can rely upon, if the thing is all right and if 
they say it is they give their names. 

An HoNOUHABLE ME?>lllER : They should be 
made responsible. 

The PRl<~MIER : I suppose they are respon­
sible. If anybody has lost money by this pros­
pectus, they wonld certainly be liable, and I 
understand that they have taken steps to refund 
any money put into the company in Queensland, 
and I suppoee they are doing the same thing in 
New South \Vales. I only wish to add that up 
to the pre"ent time the Mines Department of 
QuPemland has had an exceedingly clean name. 

HONOURABLE l'vfEMBEHS : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIEH: No one has been able to 

point the finger of scorn at the Department of 
Mines in Queensland up to the pre>ent time, and 
I hope that it will long continue to keep that 
reputation ; and for the sake of the Mines 
Department, it is my intention to probe this 
matter as deeply as J possibly can. 

HONOURABLE MEMmms : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: The proper place, and the 

more effectual way of probing it, certainly would 
be through the law courte, if we can get there, 
but I think there may be some trouble in getting 
there. Failing that, I shall certainly have an 
inquiry made, and if po:;sible have the charge 
sheeted home to the man who altered thb report. 
So far as I can see both l'vfessrs. Dunstan and 
Rands--

Mr. LESINA : Cannot you rake up some old 
George IV. Act, as you did with the shearers? 

'l'he PURMil~R: I think the fact of Mr. 
Dunstan's report being altered is sufficient proof 
that Mr. Dunstan harl not been bribed. I mn 
not going into the whole of these letters. I can 
only say that no stone will be left unturnecl on 
my part to get at the perpetrator of this job­
for it is a job. Unfortunately, in connection 
with mining pro,pectuses, there is more of 
this kind of thing than in rego,rd to any 
industry I know of. I know I have had some 
experience myself in that respect. I remember 
a mine in which I was interested in Crnydon­
bnt I will not repeat it here. They stole gold 
and the plates and the machinery, and the only 
way to prevent them ~tealing the boiler was to 
sell it. \Ve all rememlwr the great Taranganba 
swindle perpetrated near Rockhampton-one of 
the greatest swindles ever perpetrated in Queens­
land. That was exposed by Mr. Jack. The 
thing had been on the market for some time, and 
many sharee had been solcl, and at lng prices too. 
I was not a member of the GovP.rnment :tt the time, 
but I think Mr .• Tack was asked by some of the 
unfortunate shareholders to report on it, and he 
exposed the whole thing. So far, the Mines 
Department of Queensland has certainly never 
lent itself to any swindle of any kind, and I 
hope that it never will. Quite the reverse, it has 
exposed many of these things. I certainly think 

it would be a good thing if we had reports on a 
number of these mines which sometimes are 
attempted to be foisted on the people of the 
colony. 

HoNOURABLE MEMmms : Hear, hear ! 
The PRE:\iiRR: That is why I always con­

sent to a Government geologist reporting on a 
mine. I certainly think his report is a safeguard 
-a means of preventing the public putting their 
money unwittingly into a bad thing. I ca.n 
promise the leader of Lhe Opposition that it will 
not be my fault if this thing is not probed to the 
very bottom. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The A'fTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 

Rutledge, llinmnoa): I think the Government 
of lctneensland can always take credit to itself 
for having discountenanced any attempt what­
ever on the part of anybody to play tricks with 
the Mines Department of the colony, or permit 
persons to publi8h statements relating to mining 
matters which may be used dis11dvant11geously. 
I remember many years ago the Government of 
which I was a merriber had· a great deal of odium 
cast upon them for sending a cable to Great 
Britain cautioning the public to be careful not to 
believe all they were told in prosvectuses in 
regard to many so-called mines. 

Mr. DAWSON: "\Vild-cats." 
Mr. GLASSEY: Sir Samuel Griffith got very 

severely handled for sending that cablegmm. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: He did m 

some quarters, but not from the colony as a whole. 
Some persons felt that he ought to have specified 
the mines, and thought that genuine mines were 
injured in their pro•pects, but it would be unfair 
to expect the Government to single out mines, or 
to take the respomibility of advising the British 
public as to what were genuine mines and 
what were not. The Government did its duty 
in cautioning the people not to believe every­
thing they read, or heard, or were told with 
regard to mines in Queensland which it was 
sought to float. I only mention that to show 
th11t it has been consistent with the policy of 
the Mining Department of this colony to prevent 
persons outside the colony from being swindled 
by adventurers. In this case the department 
seems to have acted on the same principle. 
It was not incumbent upon the Premier to 
say plainly, "I believe you are attempting a 
swindle by making the sugge&tion about officers 
of the Government mttking reports of a certain 
kind," but in a most dignified manner he at once 
declined to permit the Government officers to 
have anything to do with the requests which had 
been made. It is obvious, aud it requires no 
elaborate argument on the part of any hon. 
member to prove, that a gross swindle has 
been attempted by some persons in connection 
with this North Chillagoe Mine. It is quite 
impossible to say who are and who are not 
implic>tted in the affair. One thing is perfectly 
cerbin, ttnd that is that Mr. Duffy, whoever 
he is-I never heard of the gentleman before 
-was very active and very energetic in his 
endeavours to bribe officers of the Government, 
and indnce them by promises of what he con­
sidered were substantial rewards to assist the 
company in getting the mine floatr.J. But I 
think myself that the member for Croydon, the 
leader of the Opposition, is in error in stating 
that in the event of anything being proved 
with regard to this prospectus, the criminal 
law does not apply. \Ve know that criminal 
law does apply where you find a man who 
actually "salts" a mine, as was mentioned by 
the hon. member when referring to Victoria. 
The hnn. member seemed to think that it was 
irnptlssible to coHvict any wrong-doer who brought 
forward >t fraudulent report of this kind, and that 
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he could not he maile amenable to the criminal 
law. That is not so. 'rhe law of conspimcy 
always meets cases of this kind. Of cour"e, in 
conspiracy cases there nmst be at least two persons, 
but it does not matter, in order to convict, 
whether the fraud conw,; off or not. It is suffi­
cient to pmve that the agreement to fraudulently 
deceive was made between the parties. 

Mr. DAWSON: That is the main thing to prove. 
The ATTOllNli;Y-GENERAL: In a mn.tter 

of this sort the question is who are the conspira­
~ors if there are "ny. I need not take up time 
111 stating what mnst be clear to all hon. mem­
bers, th:tt the courts of this colony h:we no 
jurisdiction over pereons who ::tre in New Snuth 
vVales. \Vhen onr Criminal Code comes into 
operation, wo may find a different state of things. 
!'here are provisinn.s there for getting ::tt persons 
m the other colomes who have been aui!ty of 
frmHlnlent attempts in this colony, a; so<m as 
they put thei_r foot Hero's the border; hut at 
the present tune we have no jurisdiction over 
wrong-doers who are resident in one or other 
of the colonies. So that, however guilty these 
peroons in SydnCJy may be, the courts in this 
colony are unable to deal with them. I think 
it is perfectly clear that, amongst thos<e who had 
to do with the nmnipulation of thi• report in 
Sydney, Mr. Duffy and the mining mannger 
cttnnot clear themselVPioJ of being very deeply in 
the swim. It does not appear who the directors 
are, but, unleocs they can clear themselves. it 
would appear that l\Ir. Duffy was acting under 
their instructions. 

Mr. 1lAWSON: He sel'ms to have been at the 
game before. 

The ATTOnNEY-GENJ~[{AL: I cannot 
imagine and do not believe, at present that 
the directors here, who were called upon to act 
as provisional directors, ·were cognit>n.nt of the 
fraud that had been cr•mmitted in "editing " to 
call it hy a mild nmne, "Yir. Dunstan's report. 

Mr. DA WSON : Editing? 
lV[r. lirons: "J1~diting-" is a good na1ne. 
'rhe ATTOR::"TEY-GENERAL: That mfl.y 

lllPnn n, gn:mt deal. "Editing" with nn object 
in view. 'rhey did not put in anything that was 
not there. It may be called "editing" if they 
left thing,; out. 

Mr. FISHER: They put in things too. 
The ATTORNEY-GENJ~RAL : If they did, 

that was a fraudulAnt tamperinf( with the repnrt 
for the purpose of dec.,iving the public. There 
can be no question about that. It is nauseatin" 
to rc::td of the tran.,action, and it must meet with 
the di,;appr.,hation of every honest man throngh­
nnt the length and breadth of the colony. i\fy 
frien<l, the l'remim, telh me that the papet:s 
ha\·e been sent np to the Department of Jus lice, 
and he may b8 perfectly sure--

Mr. llAwsoN: 'J'he persons concerned should 
he sent to the courts of justice. 

The ATTOllNEY-GENEllAL: And he mfl.y 
he perfectly sun' that as far as I can investigate 
it the matter shall bP investig:tted,, and I do 
not think I have a reputation for timidic.y in 
giving an opinion on n subject of this sort When 
it is my duty to give it.. If I can discover that 
there are grounds for proceeding n.gainst anyone 
w!thin the jurisdiction of onr courts, proceedings 
w1ll be taken. The only other alternative is for 
an inquiry to be made of such a nature as will 
reveal to the other colonies the names of the 
per9nns in New South \VnJes who have bren 
JXtrties to this abmninahle fraud, and indicating 
wh<tt may be sutlicient grouml for connecting any 
person in Queensland with it. I eannot at 
present believe that any per"<m in Queensland 
has hPen connected wi~h it. There are some 
things tlmt one cannot touch without danger. 

Mr. LEHINA : Syndic::ttes. 

The ATTOitNEY-GENERAL: I refer to 
mining speculations. Many men have touched 
them to their regret, and to their great financial 
injury. 

Mr. LESINA : There are some here who are the 
responsible boomers. 

The ATTORNEY·GENERAL: We are not 
now dealing with tlmt question. I hope we will 
deal with the whole matter in a proper and 
dignified w::ty. One swallow does not make a 
surnrner. 

:Mr. LESINA: One kangaroo m::tkes a spring. 
The A'l'TOUNEY-GENij;RAL: There must 

have been a set of rogues in Sydney concocting 
a fr,1ml uf this sort, and every man who was a 
party to it must be deficient in the commonest 
principles of honesty. 

Mr. BROWNg : That is S<>. 

The ATTORNJ~Y-GENERAL: Bnt the fact 
that we find pHrsons willing to indnlge in frauds 
of this description does not justify us in 
denouncing all mining companies as frauds. 
Because there is dishonesty in some syndicates, 
I do not see that all syndicates shonlcl be looked 
upon as dishonourable. That would be ::ts 
unreasonable as saying that because, in con­
nection with some mining properties, improper 
methods have been resorted to in order to tempt 
the public, we should leave the mineral treasures 
of Queensland where nature placed them origin­
ally, ani! make no effort by the aiel of companies 
to develop the mineral resources of the colony. 
\V e should deal with these matters in a reason­
able nmnner, anrl not uRe this as a peg to hang 
that argument upon-that because we find a 
certain handful of men acting in tbis way, that 
therefore all syn<licates in Australia, and all over 
the world, are composed of rogues and dishonour­
able riten, with whom we should have nothing 
to do. 

Mr. TURLF.Y: Some of the names of the gentle­
men mentioned in this correspondence occur in 
other corre . .;;pondence. -

Mr. LEHINA: Last year some of them were 
connected with th<l Talgai mining swindle. 

The ATTORN1~Y-GJ<;NJ<;RAL: These are 
matters I know nothing abont. So far ::ts I am 
concerned, antl as far as the law will enable me, 
it will be put in motion against any wrong-doer­
if there is p1·irnri facie evidence to mpport a 
charge it will be put into operation; but failing 
that, the next best thing would be to hold a 
searching inquiry into the whole matter. 

Mr. FISHER (U.IJ?"pie): I think it is a matter 
for congratulation tb<tt the Premier has taken 
one side of this question and the Attorney­
General another. The Premier argued that the 
magnitude of the charge counted in of attempt­
ing to bribe the officers of the Mines Depart­
ment; while the Attorney-General thought the 
mo"t important point was that the so-called 
prospedus had been altered, and he said he 
wouhl endeavour to bring the guilty parties to 
justice. The view of the matter that the Premier 
has taken is a proper ontl. To my mind the 
nlteration of the report of !Hr. Dunstan, the 
r\Rr;ista.nt Goverrnnent Geologist, is compara­
tively nothing compared with the gross attempt 
to bribe the senior ::tnd junior officers of the 
Geological Department. I think every credit is 
due to the Premier for his straightforward state­
ment he has made here to-day. It will do much 
to clear the matter up. But at the same time I 
don't go the whole length that the Attorney­
General has gone in saying that the Premier is 
entirely blamele,;s in the matter. The Attorney­
General stated thttt the Premier notified in the 
correspondence that he would not permit his 
otlicers to deal with any suggestion coming from 
these people; but he subsequently differentiated 
in that matter when he allowed a compromising 
document to be sent to one of his officers. In the 
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first instance, the Minister for Mines showed an 
excellent example-when he refused the request 
made in the telegram dated Sydney, 1st 
September, 189H, as follows:-

I understand from )'Ir. Duffy who accompanied :Jir. 
Dunstan in his work at Chillagoe for Admiral Sampson 
Company that i\'lr. Dnnstan has expressed his very 
favourable opinion of the properties he examined 
Kindly instruct ::\fr. Dunstan to prepare a voluminous 
report with accompanying map!<: plans and sketches so 
tnat it can be placed as a complete report and not 
require any further l'eport to place in the hands of the 
brokm·s. 

WM. MARSHALL :\lfOORE, Banker Rtrcet. 
The Premier noted-

Inform l\1r. Moore that the l\iinister never interferes 
in any way with the geological reports, and declines to 
give him any instructions, whatever.-H.P., 1-9-99. 
That is very good. But later on the Premier 
noted at the bottom of the letter on page 7 of the 
correspondence, which has already been quoted 
by the leader of the Opposition-

Mr. Rnnds.--R.P., 28-ll-99. 

I contend that the hon. gentleman committed an 
entire error of judgment in sending a question of 
that character to the first geological officer. Mr. 
Rands, in dealing with the matter, rightly 
replied that this was not a f!Uestion that an 
officer of the department could deal with. I 
regret that the Minister did not deal with this 
letter as he dealt with the communication dated 
the 1st September, 1899. On the 25th Novem­
ber, 1899, the Minister allowed this communica­
tion to go to one of his office<F:, 

The PREMIER: I did not. 
Mr. FISHER: Yes, you did. 
The PREMIER : I suggested that Mr. Rands 

should visit the country. 
Mr. FISHER : The correspondence wa~ sent 

to Mr. Rands, and I think the hon. gentleman 
committed an error of judgment when he sub­
mitted it to that ofncer. I think the hon. 
gentleman will agree with me that it would have 
been better if it had been returned direct from 
the Minister with a reference to his previous 
decision, then thBse people would have construed 
that as a direct refu:,al to continue the negotia­
tions. Persons of this character should not get 
the slightest encouragement, because they are 
almost irrepressible in matters of this kind. 'l'he 
Attorney-General stated that every one connected 
with the matter was free from blame ; but I am 
~orry to say that I cannot agree with the hon. 
gentleman in that. Here is a deliberate attempt 
to bribe Mr. Rands and Mr. Dunstan. Mr. 
Dunstan, unfortunately, is a young officer, and he 
has apparently come under the influence of Mr. 
Duffy. He has been guilty of wh"t we may 
term semi-confidential correspondence with these 
people, who had coolly and openly offered him 
bribes. The ban. gentleman says there is no 
fault to be found with any of the officers in the 
matter; but I think Mr. Dunstan is entirely at 
fault. I don't suggest for one moment that 
he received any monetary remuneration through 
this correspondence ; but I strongly urge that 
such actions must be condemned, and con­
demned in no uncertain language. This sort 
of thing, if continued, must end in the grossest 
possible mischief in the public departments. 
Would any head of a department permit his 

Under Secretary to receive offers of 
[5 p.m.] this kind, and at the same time 

consider that his department would 
be carried on safely and honestly? I think not. 
And the same thing may be said about the 
geological officers. It must be said here, and 
said once for all, that correspondence of that 
character must not be entertained by ony officer 
for one moment. \Vith regarrl to Mr. Rnnds, he 
comes out of the affair as well as any man who 
has been in it comes out of it. On page 11 will 

be found the letter received by Mr. Rands from 
Mr. Duffy. It is elated the 12th of February, 
1900. That letter is a most compromising one, 
and on it there is this explanatory note-

Brisbane, 26th September, 1900. 
In exp1anat.ion of the enclosed lett-er from Mr. P. Duffy, 

dated 12th February, I hav~ the honour to inform you 
that the con versn.tion referred to in that letter took 
placf'. in my office. :il:'Ir. Duffy was anxious that I should 
request Mr. Duns.tan to add to his report revlies to the 
questions which were submitted to tl1e Mines Depart­
ment by the ~ccrctary of the company. It was then he 
informed me that the directors had voted me certain 
shares in the company. 

WILLIAM H. RANDS, Government Geologist. 
P.S.-I did not reply to the letter.-W. H. R. 

Let any hon. member examine the difference 
between the date of the letter and the date of 
the explanation. \Vhat did Mr. Rands do with 
that letter between those dates? It was his 
bounden duty when he received a letter of that 
kind to submit it to the Minister, or to at once 
reply to the party who sent it demanding its 
withdrawal and an apology. Those are tbe only 
alternatives which were open to him. I feel a 
reluctance in saying it, but I say that Mr. 
Rands committed a gross error of judgment in 
retaining that letter, and not at once submitting 
it to his official head, and I would respectfully 
suggest that such action should not be continued 
in future, as it cannot have any but bad result". 
There is one other matter I should like to refer 
to, and that is the telegram from P. Duffy to B. 
Dunstan, dated "Rockhampton, 14th Septem­
ber, 1900," as follows :-

Will arrive Sunday Julia Percy 1.Vant interview your 
house important Sunday evening accusation altering 
report incorrect only your suggestion. 
Mr. P. Duffy is apparently a person who is not 
to be relied on at all ; he seems to be a person 
who would corrupt every officer he came into 
contact with, if be could do so, for the benefit of 
his company. But that is an eminently compro­
mising telegram against one of onr officers, and 
the matter should not be allowed to remain 
there. Any hon. member who reads this corres­
pondence must be more impressed with the 
absence of certain correspondence than with what 
is placed before the House. vVhere are the 
replies to those compromising letters? \Vhy 
were they not copied? Every effort must be 
made by our officers to find their replies to these 
communications. 'l'here is no get out of it, for 
they involve a question of honour between those 
officers and the State. I entirely agree with my 
leader that they are bot.h honourable men, but 
that is not enough-these letters should be in 
ex~stence. 

Mr. KEim: Mr. Duffy may produce them. 
Mr. :B'ISHEB: Well, I say they should be 

produced, <tndlaid before this House, so that our 
officers who are concerned in this matter may be 
fully exonerated. 

The A~'TOitNl<W-GENERAL: There was a serious 
error of judgment in not laying those letters 
at once before the Under Secretary, so that the 
department might know what kind of men they 
were dealing with. 

Mr. FISHER : That is quite true. The 
initial error was there. This company was very 
kindly received by the Minister, but I do not 
blame him for that, because it is his duty to 
receive everyone with courtesy, and to treat 
every proposal on its merits. But this com­
pany have traded on the kind treatment they 
received, and have gradually encroached and 
encroached, until from making suggestions they 
came to offering bribes and suggesting that if 
they were accepted they would accomplish 
their end. What was the end they wished to 
accomplish ? The end they bad in view was to 
de,,;troy the character of one of our officers, if 
they could, in order that they might fleece the 
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public and make money. With all due respec.t 
to those members who are connected with this 
company, I say the correspondence proves that 
the company would have bought our officers, 
and the Premier, too, if they could, in order 
to make money. One thing has struck me as 
v~ery peculiar, and that is that Mr. l'tands and 
Mr. lJunstan did not see that all the time they 
were hol<ling these letters compromising tlwm by 
offering them shares or money, the company had 
them in their hands, and that if the matter did 
not come out now they were in a position in 
which th&y might be S<tueezed by the company 
at any time by their declaring that they would 
expose them, and produce copies of the letters 
showing that they bad been offered money. Did 
that fact never occur to those officers? Why, it 
is as patent as day, and that is the reason I 
speak so strongly about the gross error of judg­
ment those oflicers committed in retaining those 
letters. I am not going to take up any more 
time in discussing the matter. I think the 
hon. member who hrts brought the matter for­
ward is to be congratulated on the way in which 
it has been received by the Premier. The fullest 
investigation of the whole circumstances shonld 
take pbce, particularly on behalf of the geologi­
cal officers C<mcerned. They are the persons 
who are going to benefit by a thorough investi­
gation, and I wonld suggest that the inquiry 
should be a public one, so that it may be a warn­
ing, not only to those particul ,r officers, but also 
to the whole of the officers in the service, that 
they mnst on no account whatever have any 
dealings with people who will even suggest that 
tlwy will receive any monetary advantage by 
altering a report; for the benefit of a company. 

Mr. ,T ACKSON (Kennedu): I quite agree 
with most of the remarks made by the hem. 
member for Gym pie, Mr. Fisher, who has pnt 
his finger on some of the weak spots in the cor­
respondence which the leader of the Labonr 
party omitted-though I don't say he did so 
designedly. The Premier has promised an 
inquiry ; but I nnderstctnd from the Attorney­
General that the matter is before the Depart­
Ir.ent of .T ustice and that legal proceedings are 
intended to be taken if a case can be made ; bnt 
I did not understand that an inquiry wonld be 
held failing a crtse being made. 

The PREM!lCR: Yes. 
Mr. J ACKSON : I am glad of that. That is 

the right position to take np. The Premier and 
the lt·.tder of the Labour Opposition seem to think 
that the Geological Survey Department <'C>llle out 
of this with clean hands, and I am inclined to 
think that may be the case, but still it is proper 
that still further light should be thrown on the 
matter. There is no doubt there have been in­
discretions committed by Mr. Rands and also by 
Mr. lJnnstan. \Ve had some little information 
f~om the Attorney-General by way of interjec­
twn that Mr. Rands should have brought the 
letter in w hi eh he was offered certain shares by 
Mr. Duffy before his Under Secretary. \V e had 
not that information before, and I intended to 
ask the Secretary for Mines whether when Mr. 
Hands got that letter dat'd the 12th February 
he submitted it to the head of his department. 

Mr. LEAHY : In the face of the promised 
inquiry, don't you think it is better not to discuss 
it? 

Mr. JACKSON: Probably there is a good 
deal in the hon. gentleman's contention, and, 
seeing that there is to be an inquiry, it might be 
just as well not to discuss the matter now; bnt 
I would just like to say, now I am on my feet, 
that there seem to be two morals that might be 
drawn from this. One is, that the question 
onght to be seriously consielere•l whether the 
Government should permit their e;,;perts in the 
Geological Survey Department to continue mrtking 

reports of mines for private individuals. The 
Secretary for Mines justified that action of the 
Mine;; Department in the interests of the public, 
but it now appears that the interests of the 
public are not very safe from this kind of inspec­
tion. The other point is this : It might be very 
desirable that no officer of the Mines Department 
should be allowed to hold shares in any mine at 
all. 

MEMBEI\fl of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
Mr. .T ACKSON: Wardens, I believe, are 

debarred under the Mining Act from holding 
shares in mines. 

Mr. FISHER: And inspectors. 
Mr. J ACKtlON : I am of opinion that the 

same regulation should apply to tbe officers in 
the Mines Department. 

An HONOURABLE ME1!BEI\ : And to the 
Minister for Mines. 

Mr. J ACKSON : That is a bigger question. 
Probably in the interests of the Minister for 
Mines himself it might be desirable, but, if he 
were precluded, it might be said that members of 
Parliament should also be precluded from dealing 
in mining shares. I will not pursne the subject 
further now, hut wi 11 fall in with the suggestion 
made by the hon. member for Bnlloo, seeing that 
an inquiry is to be held. 

Mr. HIGGS (Fo1'titude Valley): I do not pro­
pose to fall in with the suggestion that the 
matter should not be discussed at this stage. I 
propose to say a few words about the correspon­
dence. In the first place, I think the correspon­
dence was not presented to the House in the 
proper form. It is all mixed up, and that does 
not conduce to giving a clear idea of the matter. 
The correspondence is not in chronological order. 
\Ye find a letter of the 2Gth May not appear­
ing in its place, and a letter dated the 27th 
October, 1898-1899 no doubt it is intended 
f•Jr-appears after November. Touching the 
practice of allowing the officers of the 
Geological Survey Department to report on 
mines for private individuals, I think that 
practice is likely to prove most mischievoue. 
I don't think there is much to commend it 
at all, and there are certainly many objections to 
the system. One objection is that an officer 
receiving a salary from the Government enters 
into competition with professionals outside. Mr. 
Hesketh, the Government Electrician, was pre­
vented from entering into competition with 
electricians outside the department, and I think 
the same rule should apply to officers in the 
Geological Smvey Department. There appears 
to be no regulations whatever to guide the orlicers 
of the Geological Department in making their 
reports, and I think some regnlations are neces­
sary. \Vhat value are some of the statements, 
both in the reports of Mr. Dunstan and also 
those of Mr. Rands? I find that Mr. Rands has 
reported nn the Glassford Creek Copper Mines, 
and in that report he states, with regard to 
No. 5 sonth shaft, that a picked sample of ore, 
not collected by himself, was assayed at Mount 
Morgan and yielded: Copper, 29'93 per cent.; 
and gold, 17 dwt. 23 gr. per ton. Can Mr. 
Rands certify to tho genuineness of that picked 
sample? \Vas he present when it was assayed 
at Mount Morgan? And if the matter did not 
come under his own personal observation, why 
include it in the Government report on the mine? 
In thEJ same rept>rt, with regard to Kelly's shaft, 
at the 40 feet --

The SPJ<jAKElt: Order ! The hon. gentle­
man appears to have forgotten the terms of the 
motion. He mnst not go beyond the one subject. 

Mr. HIGGS : I have no desire to trespass, 
Mr. Speaker, but the hem. me m her for Kennedy 
raised the point as to the practice of allowing the 
officers of the Geological Department to report 
at all, and I thought this was "" matter that 



llltt Motion for AdJournment. [ASSEMBLY.] Motion for AdJournment. 

might legitimately come within the scope of the 
discussion. The suggestion that we should not 
discuss the matter on account of the promised 
inquiry is not one which I think should carry 
any weight, because the inquiry that it is pro­
posed ~hould take place into this matter is of a 
very nebulous form so far as we know. 'Nil! it 
be an inquiry conducted by members on both 
sides of the House, or will it be merely an in­
quiry conducted by some officials or by the 
l'ulJlic Service Board, the proceedings of which 
will be conducted in a secret manner, the Govern­
ment being the sole judges as to whether it would 
be wise or not to make the result of the inquiry 
known to the public? The Attorney-General 
has adopted the tone of certain very good people 
in discuRHingthese alterations of the report of a Go­
vernment official, and he has described it as 
erliting. I notice that other persons have referred 
to the n,lterations as "stupid and unnecessary." 
Mr. Dnffy described the alterations as "stupid" 
anrl "unnecessn,ry," n,nd thn,t is certainlv very 
rich as coming from Mr. Duffy. Sumeone else 
described them as "unf••rtnnate errors." I have 
taken the trouble to collate the omissions which 
have been made from the original report, and I 
find there are no less than twenty-eight of them. 
Tartan:> Lease, No. 1,217 :-''fhe first omission is 
that of the words "and not as a lode forma­
tion." No. 2-The words "copper, :1 per cent.," 
are altered to read "copper, 7 per cent." No. 3-
" Copper, ·12 per cent." is made to read 
"copper, 12 per cent." No. 4-The following 
words are left out :-

But Hone or them :;;hov;r more than n, trace of gold. 
As they invariably show high rctn1·ns of copper, it is 
very prolJn.blc that the stone enrrying- the gold will be 
very poor in copper. In taking previons average 
samples there may have been just a. tendency to avoid 
taking- stone carr:dn.~ little m· no eopper, and '"ithout 
knowing how these samples were talwn, or how the 
ns-.ays were mad.c, it is (111ite po·,siblt~ the stone carrying 
the gold has hccn JHlsscd over or neglected in treatment. 

No. G-The words "with no gold in either 
case " left out. No. G-The words "but IHlOr 
in gold" left out. No. 7-Tho following words 
left out:-

I should inrer. however, that the ore is ofpoorqnnlity 
otherwise some care would have been tnlwn in keeping 
it OJ)en for inspection. 
Nos. S, 9, and 10-The word "picked" left 
out. No. 11-The following words are left out :-

Othol'wisc the rctnrn of the poor stone might be too 
low fm· working, 'vhcn the mine has 1JecurolJbed of it& 
rich patches. 
No. 12-'rhe words "it is said" :ere ldt out. 
Tartana North Lease, No. 1,218 :-No. 13-The 
following words are left out:-

Bnt as there is no body of stone, these returns may be 
taken for just what they are worth. 

Tartana South Lease, No. 1,219:-No.14-After 
the report on this mine is inserted-·in the place 
of the table of as,ay rotnrns prepared by Mr. 
Jlnnstan-a tabk of assay returns prepared by 
l\Ir. Alexander Orr, F.G.i:l., an analyist of 
Sydney. This hitter table shows much higher 
returns than those included in Mr. Dunstan's 
tabl<>, and is falsely represented tn be a part of 
Mr. llnnstrm's report. l\Iadras Lease, 1,224. 
No. lii-The following wnrrls were left out:-

llnt there is no evidence to show if they push ont or 
come together again. 
No. 1G-Tbe follPwing words left out:-

Tint I car1uot state whothcr these arc average returns 
or return~ from picked samplm;;. 
J>resitlent i\IcKinlay Lease, No. 1,221 :-No. 17-
'rhe wonls "but I do not know if it were taken 
flS an n,verage Rarnple or not" left out. No. lH­
The word "picked" left out. No. 1!l-The 
worch:: "but tlwKP) un(1onbtcdly, nmst hn.vo lwen 
the richest that could be found" are left out. 
No. 20-'fhe words "a recent" left out. No. 

21-The words "The deposit may be only a 
small pocket of ore, and very probably is 
so, but," are left out. No. 22-The words 
"evidently picked" left out. Admiral Samp­
son Lease, No. 1,175 :-No. 22-The words" but 
it is only an impregnation" left out. No. 24-
the words "but in some places it is about 1 foot 
thick" left nnt. No. 2G-The words "bnt the 
proofs of a continuation of the ore are not fa vonr­
able" left out. No. 2G-The word "picked" left 
out. No. 27-The words" and so determine the 
ad visn,hility or otherwi'e of abandoning the 
rnine" left ont. Thnn frorn the "conclusion" 
of the report, No. 28, these words are left out:-

Lastly eomes the question of management. The mines 
are not phenomenally rich, but they are full of promise, 
and it lies almost entil·ely with yonr management-not 
the mines themselves-whether they result in failure or 
sueccss. 
I cannot understand why the Premier did not 
take action before. He has promised us an 
inquiry now, but why did he not take action n,t 
an eariier stage? Is it that there are too many 
prominent persons mixed up in this matter? It 
is rumoured that this report of the North 
Chillagoe, No Liability, was printed nine months 
ago. According tn the correspondence, a copy 
of the original report was handed to lYir .. Jessep, 
when he was in Brisbttne on the 4th November, 
18\l!l. Surely Mr. J essep read the original 
report and noticed the alterations? 'rhe hon. 
gentleman has endeavoured to take credit f•lr 
the l\1ines Department in this matter, und 
indirectly he seems to think the Government are 
entitled to credit. I should like to cn,ll the hon. 
gentleman's attention to the 1'elcg•·aph of the 
20th September, 1900-

rrhe ;.I orth Ohillagoe Mine. IJ~u;;t night the Premier, 
the Hon. R. Philp, stated that the Government had 
exposed the transaction. 

He knows very well that it was the 11eleura)Jh that 
let daylight into the hnsint~ss. 

The Hon. It. Philp wonld llave been more correct in 
snying that he tricil t.o ~avc some of his political friends 
and to get tllom out of the tr:tusact.ion. 

·whieh he suecccdcd in doing. 
Is it not true that he sent for them and allvh:ed them 

to do the rat bnsine~s in connection wit ll what wns 
thought to be a sinking ship~which they were not 
slow in doing? 

The Prm~rmu: That is not true. 
Mr. HIGGS: That appeared a fortnight ago; 

why did not the hon. gentleman correct it? 
The Pl\l<;}l!EH : I cannot correct all the mis· 

statements in the Press. 
Mr. HIGGS: I have been told that Mr. 

Brentnall saw J'.Ir. Dunstan's original report 
nine months ago. 

The PHEMIEH : \Vhere did yon hear that? 
Mr. HIGGS : I have been informed of it. 

Surely Mr. Brentnall, when he was inviting the 
public to take shares in the North Chillagoe, 
No Liability, read that report when it was 
shown to him, and could compare it with the 
report as appen,ring in the prospectus. Surely 
after some recollection he should have noticed 
th:tt there was a false and framlulent table of 
analyses inserted in the prospectus which rlid 
not appear in Mr. Dnnstan's report? Now the 
hon. gentleman claims that the Mh1es Deprtrt­
ment deserves credit. I am willing to give Mr. 
R"'nds considerable credit. In fact, I think it 
very likely that when Mr. Rands got copies of 
this prospectus on the 28th August last, he took 
steps very shortly afterwards to bring the 
matter nn<ler the notice of the Secretary for 
l\1ines. How is it we hea,r nothing from the 
Secretn,ry for Mim's until JYir. Brentnall's letter 
appears in the Press on the 14Lh September? 

The PuE>rnm: I only knew uf it two nights 
br-fore. 

1\Ir. HIGGS: Then how is it th:tt l\Ir. R~nds, 
knowing the ch:tracters he w:ts dealing with, did 
not inform the U n<ler Secretary or the Minister 
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for Mines before? If he did inform the Under 
Secretary, how is it the Under Secretary did not 
say something about it before? There have been 
doubts cast upon the probability of bringing 
these men to justice. Mr. Duffy has admitted 
that he attempted to bribe a public official, and 
the Attorney-General knows that it is nonsense 
~o say that these men cannot be brought to 
Justice. 

The AT'I'Oil:":EY-GENJmAL: ·where does he 
live? \Ve cannot run all over Austr<1lia to find 
a man who has offended against our laws in 
Queensland. 

Mr. YlcDoNAT.n : It has been done before. 
Mr. IoEmNA: You would if he stole a pair of 

boots. 
1Ir. HIGGS: But Mr. Duffy was living in 

Queen.sbnd when he made these attempts. He 
wrote those letters to an official of the Mines 
Department of Queensland while he was living 
in Hrisbmw. I notice that there is an attempt 

to shove the whole of the responsi­
[!J·30 p.m.] bility upon Mr. Duffy. Mr. Duffy 

is to be made Lhe scapegoat, as a 
certain late lamented important official was 
made the scapegoat of certain discrepancies 
amounting to millions of pounds in connection 
~vith a big in'ltitution in this city. Everything 
Is put on to _:Nit-. Duffy, and evidently, because 
Mr. Duffy rrng-ht declare to certain prominent 
men that if he goes down they go down v. ith 
him, Mr. Duffy is not to be taken action against ; 
but some kind of inquiry is to be held in some 
attic of a Government department--an attic 
into which the Pre•s are not to be permitted to 
lmter-smue hole-and-corner inquiry, which will 
pr,•balJly satisfy the Minister, but will certainly 
not sati -fy the public. 

'l'he I'ItEMIER: \Vho said an inquiry of that 
kind was to be held? 

Mr. HIGGS : The hon. gentleman did not 
indicate to the House what was to be the com­
position of the inc1uiry cornmittee, and we can 
only iruaginP that it will be similar to similar 
cases in which the Government have stated that 
an inquiry will be made iuto something. \Vhy, 
the inquiries which were made into a certain 
institution some time ar:o had to be dragged frum 
the Government, aml members of the Govern­
ment who object to this kind of criticism must 
remember that one of their prominent followers 
the other night said that he was satisfied that, 
so far as the interest of the country was con­
cerned, this North Ohillagoe matter was as dead . 
as mutton. Now, I find that this Admiral 
Sam[JSon Company, which apparently is guilty, 
or some of its members are guilty, of garbling the 
report of a Government official, are evading the 
Oomt,anies Act. The Compauies Act demands 
that a company shall file a list of its shareholders 
with the registrar. 

The ATTORNEY-GENl<JIUL: Arc you not satis­
fied with the I>rernier's prornise of u,n influiry-­
or what on earth is all this abont? 

Mr. HIGGS : I have no doubt that if I were 
praising th" Government, or were to take my 
seat on the cro·,s-benches over thet·e, I would be 
received with open arms. 

l\lJ<JMBJms on the Government side: Oh, no, 
and laughter. 

Mr. IIIGGS : And :.my expressiom that fell 
fr~m1 my lips would be regarded as pearls 0f 
Wisdom. 

l\ir. STEPHI<JNSON: Not much. 
Mr. HIGGS : The best gn'lrantee for the 

public of Queensland that I am doing my duty is 
when they see the objections of the hon. gentle­
men opposite to whn.t I am uttering. Now, this 
Admiral S11rnpson Onmpany l find is registered 
in a fashion at tbe Registry Office. The n1enw. 
of regi:::;tration ::;tates :~NaHte of cmnpany 
the Admiral Saml'son Chillagoe Company, N~ 

Liability; placeofintendedoperations, Ohillagoe, 
Herberton district, in ohe colony of Queensland ; 
where registered office, Sydney, New South 
Wales; value of company's intended property, 
including plant and machinery, £203; and the 
amount of money to the cred[t of the company 
or any person on behalf of the company, £2"10. 

The SPEAK1~R: Order! 
Mr. HIGGS: And the liability which the 

c''mpany is int.ended to assume or undertake is 
£:l03 above mentioned, the present cost of the 
property intended to be purchased. 

The SPEAKER : Order! 
Mr. HIGGS: Now, I am only giving informa­

tion as to the correct position of this company, 
some members of which, or some officbh of 
which, have garbled the revort of a Government 
official, have tried to bribe a Government official, 
and have even tried to get at the Premier, 
because they sent him a letter stating that it 
would not do for the company to receive only a 
lukewarm report. \Vhy did not the Premier 
answer that letter? \Vhy did he refee that 
letter to a subordinate? vVhy did not he at 
once, when he received a letter of that kind, 
deal with it? That letter was a<ldrcsced to the 
hon. gentleman, and he sent it to a subordinate 
to repnrt upon. I think that the hon. gentle­
n1an wa.q very anxious--

Mr. COWLJ<JY: Did the minute say that it was 
referred by the Minister to a subordinate? 

Mr. HIGGS: No; there is no minute on it, 
but the letter was addressed to Hon. R. Philp, 
and I do not know that a subordinate would be 
guilty of suppressing a letter so addressed. 

The Sl'EAKEE: I have to remind the hon. 
membnr that he has reached th8 time limit. 

Mr. 00\VLEY (Herbcr·t): I should not have 
risen if it had not been for the insinuation that 
the hon. member has made with reg"rd to 
what the Premier s"id. 'rhe ban. member s'dd 
that the inquiry which the Premier promised 
would be held in an attic-a hole-and-corner 
inquiry. Now, the hon. member ha" no right to 
make insinuations of that kind. 

Mr. HIGGS : I said it would be in keeping with 
the action of the GovermnenL in previous inC[uiries 
that they have held, 

Mr. 00\VLEY: The hon. member has not the 
slightest right to make an insinuation of that 
description. 'rhe Premier has stated that, in his 
opinion, the proper place to settle this question 
is in the law courts, and I bdieve hon. members 
opposite are in accordance with the Premier on 
that qne.stion. He has further said that there 
mig-ht be diffiCulties in tlw way, and, if those 
difficulties were found to be insurmountable, 
then he is determined to probe the question to 
the bottom. 

Mr. l\IcDONALD: \Ve had that before in the 
Queensland National Bank, and we know what 
it is. 

:Mr. OOWLJ~Y: Well, the hon. gentleman 
was not Premier of the colony then. 

Mr. McDoNALD: But he was a member of the 
Government. 

Mr. OOWLJ;;Y: vVhen the Hon. the Premier 
makes a statement that he is determined to get 
to the bottom of this quest.ion, either through 
the law courts or by a departmental inquiry, I 
would ask hon. members to be satisfied with 
that statement. How any hon. member in the 
face of that c.m rush in as the hon. rnember has 
done, and accuse him of desiring to hold a hole­
and-corner in(tuiry, or an inquiry in an attic, 
passes my comprehension. I quite agree with 
what fell fn,m the lips of the leader of the 
Opposition, and also from t be lips of the 
member for Gympie, l\Ir. Irisher, that there iR 
abundant (JVidence here that a most senrching 
inquiry is necessary. I think every member of 
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this House, or any member who has the repn· 
tation of Queensland at heart, and the reputation 
of the public men of Queensland, either in 
Parliament or men who are employed depart­
mentally, can endorse the statement of the 
Premier, when he says that this matter will 
be probed to the very bottom. I think hon. 
members might allow the matter to remain at 
that, being assured that the Premier will do his 
duty, both as a member of this House, and as a 
representative of the community. 

Mr. LESIN A ( Olc,-mont) : A good deal of 
surprise has been expressed thi& afternoon, in 
discussmg this matter, that such a thing should 
have taken place in the administration of a public 
department in Queensland, and references have 
been made, in a feeling kind of way, to our good 
fame and the injury to our credit that may be 
done by the pnhlictttion in newspapers of matter 
reflecting on the administration of our public 
departments, or the member of the Government 
at the head of that particular department. Now, 
it seems to me, that it is not nmtter for surprise 
at all that attempts should be made to influence 
the honesty of members of the geological staff, 
or the officers engaged in any public depart­
ment when they are engaged to do things for a 
certain specified remuneration, which they are 
not e q1ected to do in the ordinary course of 
their duty. It is not at all surprising to me, 
that already attempts have been made to under­
mine the honesty of our public officials. I 
predicted only a few weeks ago, when the first 
of these eyndicate railway Bills was introduced 
to thi' House, that after the introduction of that 
kmd of legislation, there would be a boom in 
dishonesty, and we have it now. \Ve have it 
realised already in our various public depart­
ments; we have attempts being made to subvert 
the honesty of our public officials. \Ve have faked 
prospectuses circulated for the deliberate pur­
pose of swindling the pub1ic. \V e have prominent 
public men attaching their names to faked pros­
pectuses, without even glancing at the prospec­
tuses to see whether they are correct or not. I 
say that this is a matter we ought to be properly 
on onr gun.rd against, but it is not a matter for 
the slightest surprise. Sir Samuel Gritfith, in 
discussing a measure in this House some years 
ago, pointed out, in connection with very much 
the Fame kind of proposal to that which has 
come from the Government in the matter of rail­
way construction, thrrt the introduction of such 
legislation would be irnnwdiately followed by 
dishonesty rampant throughout the public de­
partments, and, _furthermore, by the detest­
able system of lobbying which takes place 
in the Americctn legislatures. Here we have 
got it. Here is the good name of Queens­
land mining enterprise being dragged in the 
mire. The leading mining journals here and 
in other parts of the world will be found 
to contain scare-beading accounts of the de­
liberate intention to defraud the public of 
their hard-earned mrmey by inducing them to 
invest in bogus enterprises, of this discussion 
in this Chom her, and later on of the inquiry 
which the hon. gentleman has promised shall be 
held into this particular matter. 'l'hese reports 
will go in, and the public who put money into 
mining enterprises will naturally come to the 
conclusion that there is something wrong in 
the state of (lueensland if this kind of thing 
takes place, and takes place periodically. Now, 
it has been said, in defence of Messrs. Brent­
nall and Archibald, that the report which 
was preparerl by the Assistant Government 
Geolog-ist, JYir. Dunstan, was editerl in the 
prospectns of the North Chillagoe Company. 
It is said that this is an edited report which these 
gentlemen did not give that special attention to 
which they ought; consequently they allowed 

their names to appear on the prospectus which 
has gone very likely to the other end of the 
world, and c0rtainly all over Australia, and that 
they can hardly be held responsible. Now, I 
should be inclined to place a !it.tle credence on 
that statement, but that I have a distinct recol­
lection last session, when the Mining Estimates 
were going through, of a discussion which took 
place on the Big Hill Mining Company of Talgai, 
and amongst the names w hi eh appeared on the 
prospectus of that company-another faked pros­
pectus-was the name of thig same JYlr. Archi­
bald. This gentleman has a wide reputation 
as a geologist in Queensland, he has had 
wide and varied experience, he has his good name 
and fame to maintain, and consequently one 
would think he would make some sort of diligent 
inquiry before he a.llowed his name to be attached 
to an affair of this sort, which is liable to deceive 
a large body of the investing public. \Vhy did 
he not read the prospectus? \Vas his experience, 
and judgment, and good fame nothing tn him? 
Did he not know that other persons in Queens­
land and elsewhere have faked prospectuses 
before to-day? Did he not know that these 
things were of monthly occurrence? So that it 
appears to me that if he allowed his name to 
go on to this prospectus without any exami­
nation into the merits of the concern, he 
was not only false to his personal reputation, but 
his action was apt to ind nee a great many 
other perwns to fall into the pit. However, an 
inquiry is to be made, and I trust the fullest 
justice will be done. It is necessary in the 
interests of the public, and the House, and the 
gentlemen connected with our Geological De" 
partment that a flood of light should be shed 
on this matter so that we can understand what 
influences are at work, and whether those in­
fluences have gone any further than the Geological 
Department. I am inclined to think that there 
is a rlanger of the>e influences being brought 
to bear and of them finding a resting place 
even in this Chamber. Already there are 
rumours spoken on the street corner,, and at 
the clubs, and in the omnibuses that these 
influences are beginning to permeate this Cham­
ber, and that is an additional reason I should 
have for bringing this matter forward again 
on the second reading of the Glassford Creek 
Tramway Bill. The introduction of these schemes, 
I maintain, has a tendency to introduce into 
the politics of this country the carpet bagger, 

. the lobbier, and the briber, the corrnptionist, 
who does his best when concessions are being 
thrown about by a weak Government to bring 
pressure to bear for the benefit of his particular 
little concern in which he is interested. I 
think we should do our utmost to insist upon 
such dangerous elements being kept out of our 
political life, reminded as we are by the experi­
ence of other connt.ries of what we may expect 
when snch influences are introduced into our 
political life. 

Mr. DUNSFOTID (C/ur,-ten To1vc1'.'): It is 
evident that the hon. member who has just 
spoken has come to the conclusion that 
syndicatinn is synonymous with sin. I rose 
chiefly to say that I certainly think the Premier 
is to be congratulated upon the stand he has 
taken in this matter, and I think the nepartment 
of Mines is to be congratulated also. Let us look 
at the facts. Here we have a strong syndicate 
offering substantial bribes to members of the 
geological staff-bribes to the value, it is said, of 
£2,000 or £3~000, in addition to the management 
of a certain mine, which would be worth 
probably another £1,000 a year. These tempta­
tions have been resisted. The persons concerned 
may have wavereil, but let us look at things 
as they are. Although one, perhaps, of the 
men to whom this temptation was offered 



Motion for Adiuurnment. [2 OCTOBER.] Motion for AdJow·nrnent. 1117 

may have wavered, he afterwards resisted. 
\Vc' have the statement of the Minister 
that a full inquiry will be made into all the 
particulars of the case. I am pleased to 
hear it, and I am prepared to place all reliance 
on the head of the department and those under 
him. I believe the whole matter will be probed 
to the bottom. I do not agree with those who 
say it is not the function of the Government to 
interfere in any wRy with private enterprise and 
to inquire into the genuineness or otherwise of 
mines which may be floated. I think it is one of 
the highest duties of the Government to prevent 
"wild cat" schemes from being floated on the 
market, and I, believe that interference in that 
direction would do great good. In the past this 
bas been looked upon as solely the duty of 
private enterprise. \Ve have had mining ex­
pPrts coming round and making reports, and 
upon those reports solely gigantic mining ven­
tures have been floated. \Ve have had various 
definitions of the mining expert. I have 
even heard it said that the mining expert 
is a liar. Now, the Government mining experts 
are the real experts-the men who understand 
their business-and I think it would be much 
better for the public to be guided by their reports 
than the reports of men who are interested in the 
flotation of companies. Certainly the Govern­
ment geologists are more likely to know their 
business than the private mining expert who is 
more susceptibl~ and more likely to have his 
price than the mnn in rectJipt of a good salary. 
I again say that I think we should shake hands 
with ourselves that these attempts at corruption 
have been resisted by members of the Mining 
Department of (,lueensland. At any rate I am 
one of those who believe in giving credit where 
credit is due, and taking humanity as we find it, 
those men are to be commended for being 
able to say, "Get thee behind me, Satan." 
I don't intend to dwell on this any longer ; but 
I do trust that the Government will take a lesson 
from this ; that whilst they are going to guard 
the community against "wild-cat" schemes, 
they will see to it that every effort will be made 
to aecertain the correctness of the report, because 
we know that a syndicate armed with a report 
under the Government seal, are almost bound 
to receive a tidy sum when they place their 
properties on the market of the world. There­
fore the responsibility of the Government is 
greater because of that fact. I am sure the 
Government will exercise due precautions in this 
mo>tter, and I hope that it will be proved-and 
as I think it has been proved-that the Mines 
Department htts successfully resisted this 
temptation. 

Mr. McDONNELL (Fortitude Valley) : As 
we have had a promise from the Premier that an 
inquiry will be held into the matter, I trust it 
will be full and exhaustive. Both the Premier 
and the Attorney-General have admitted here 
to-day that there has been practically a public 
swindle in connection with this prospectus, and 
I think that, not only for the honour of the 
Mines Department but the colony, it is neces­
sary that all classes of the community should 
have every confidence in the men who are to be 
appointed to hold this exhaustive inquiry, be­
cause there is no doubt that men ''who poison the 
founts of justice" have big influences at their com­
mand. 'Whilst I think tbe Premier has taken up a 
proper position in a~ceding to the very reasonable 
request of the leader of the Opposition that this 
inquiry will be held, I trust that it will be such 
an exhaustive inquiry that no one will have any 
need to complain about its labours. While the 
Premier was speaking the question cropped up 
as to whom credit was due for exposing this 
matter in the first instance. I think that the 
Telegraph newspaper deserves all the credit, We 

know that the Couric1', the following morning, 
gave Mr. Dnnstan's report in full ; but the 
'l'elegmph, by the form of their repMt ttnd the 
interpolations, showed the gravity of the whole 
case. , That paper deserves very great credit for 
their exposition of this swindle. 

Mr. DAWSON: The Cvu1·ier suppressed it. 
Mr. MoDONNELL: After what has taken 

place here to-day, I am ><ttiofied that there are 
very good reasons for the position hon. members 
on this ;;ide have seen fit to take np on this 
matter, and on the n.atter of syndicate railway 
construction, because both questi(ms are inextric­
ably interwoven one with the other. \Ve slmll 
have to be very careful in dealing with these 
matters. Th's ecse has been very accidentally 
exposed, and we can see that these men who 
wttnt railway concessions, and who are pre 
pared to float companies, are p1 epttred to go 
to any desperate ends in order to attain their 
object. l am satisfied that this motion v.ill have 
the desired effect, and we have this to fall back on: 
That if this inquiry is not satisfactory, we shall 
httve the right to submit the matter again to the 
House. I am satisfied with the promise given, 
and I trust that the men who will hold this 
inquiry will be men whom all classes of the 
community will have every confidence in. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): Seeingthatsomany 
of our public men are mixed up in it, I think a 
great deal of credit is due to the leader of the 
Opposition for moving this motion for adjourn­
ment. Seeing the serious omissions and com­
missions in connection with the official report as 
publi~hed in this prospectus, which may influence 
unthinking and even thinking people to invest 
their money in these syndicates, it should be 
an example to public men to be more careful 
in putting their names to these prospectuses. 
Although these men were probably not cogni­
sant of the contents of this prospectus, still they 
were guilty of criminal negligence for omitting 
to know its contents. It would not do for 
anyone in a court of justice to say that he did not 
know the law with regard to any crime. 'l'he 
courts of justicE> demand that every man should 
know the law, and, in many C',.,ses, men are 
treated just as harshly when they do not know 
the law as when they do. I mttintain that the 
directors of the'e companies should be fully per­
suaded that everything in any document they 
sign is correct before they sign it. They should 
not be like the boy who said he did not 
know the gun was loaded ; it was his business 
to know whether it was loaded or not. The 
same thing applies to the signing of this 
pro8pectus. It appears to me that none of 
the directors of this company know auything 
about these discrepancies in the prospectus. 
We find Thomas ,J essep and P. Duffy denyinr: 
any knowledge of any alterations in the official 
report, and Mr. J essep is the chairman of the 
company, and Mr. Duffy is an active agent of 
the company in Sydney. Then we have 1\Ir. 
Brentnall and Mr. Archibald here also denying 
that they knew anything of these alteraticns. 
Then, who is responsible for them? The Bris­
bane and the Sydney directorate say they know 
nothing of the matter. \Vel!, the matter must 
be sheeted home to someone. Someone must 
know something about it. I don't see how the 
chairman of this company could pnt his name to 
the company's prospectus-and Jliir. Duffy also­
without knowing its contents. 

Mr. BROWNE, in reply: If no one else 
desires to speak, I should like to say 

[7 p.m.] a few words in reply. I had no 
intention to obstruct business in 

bringing this matter forward in the way I have 
done. I am perfectly prepared to accept 
the assurance of the Premier and Attorney­
General that they are doing their be8t to sift this 
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matter to the bottom. If the Premier does not 
fulfil his promise---and I am not going to ~tty 
that I doubt his word for one mom,mt--then we 
shall b:we further il]Jportunitics later on in the 
session to bring the matter before the HotBe, and 
I feel perfc>ctly confident that mombers on both 
sides of the House will assist in probing it to the 
bottom. 

Mr. STEW ART(E.ockhrunptonNrn-th): I have 
no intention of detaining the House at any 
lenr:th upon this qnestion after the asonrance 
which has brwn given by the Premier; lmt I 
cannot let the matter pass without saying that it 
ap]:ears to me extremely discreditable th>~t this 
barefaced and impudent attempt to debauch our 
public officials has only been discovered by acci­
dent. If the company had not gone so fnr as to 
garble and f:~lsify the report of Mr. Dunstan, we 
should never have heard that they had practi­
cally voted :Mr. RaHds shares to the value of 
£2,000 or £3,000, or that they had offered Mr. 
Duns tan a position as manager of one of the mines. 
I do nut wish to insinuate that either Mr. Rands 
or Mr. Dun5tan was influenced in the slightest 
degree by the cmrp,my, but I do wish to insist 
upun this: that both of them should have 
informed the Under Secretary for Mines of the 
attempt that bad been made to get »t them. 
Neither of those gentlemen, so far as I can dis­
cover from the correspondence, gave the Under 
Secretary or the Minister the slightest hint that 
the company harl made any attem]'t to influence 
them in the way of giving a report. I tbink 
that was very wrong. 'J'hey may have looked 
at it in this w"y-that they were honest, and 
that although the cornpttny had tried to assail 
tht>ir in1 egrity, they had no intention of giving 
way. 'l'hey may, perlmw, have treated tho 
offers with contempt. But those gentlemen 
h'IVe a duty to the public, and that is to let the 
public know the kind uf men who are running 
this particular company; they ought to have 
given the country due warning of the kind of 
men who were trying to float this conqmny. But 
were it not for the het that the company went 
too far in their anxiety to overreach the public­
to get at the public, to fleece the public--we 
should never h,we heard a single word about the 
affair. How do we know that this sort of thing 
does not permeate every branch of the public 
service? It appears to me that it ought to be 
made compulsory on the part of any public 
officer, no matter in what department he mfty he 
employed, to at once report any nmtter of this 
character to lllf; oll\cial head. 1\Ir. Dunstan 
appeare, quite contmry to the rules of the depart­
I·nent I suppose, to have bc,~n carrying- on a 
private correspon,lence with Mr. Duffy. I think 
that was altogether wrong on the part of Jlllr. 
Dunstan. It wa; his duty to report on these 
mines to the head of hie, department. The head of 
thedepartnwnt pacsed that report on to the mining 
company. In thi.s matter ;\fr. Dunstan was 
merely the servant of the country, and any 
cotnmunicatiun he had on the subject should 
have been with his official head, and not with 
the agent of the company. I gather from the 
correspondence that JYlr. Duffy had been with 
Mr. Dunstan during that gentleman's examina­
tion of the prop8l'ties. I do not know whether 
it is proper to as>ume it, but I do not gather 
from the correspondence that J\Ir. Duffy is a 
particularly scrupulous individual. If he had 
courage and a:-5suranee enough to put an offer 
like this in writing-, I am almost driven to the 
conclusion that he had made a similar offer by 
word of mouth, but of course we have no 
evidence on that point. Bnt the fact is the 
corresj'londence throws a shadow of suspicion 
over the wh(lle cnncern. Huw are we to 
know that even 1\Ir. Dunstan's report has 
not been coloured to a certain extent by 

promises on the part of Mr. Duffy? \V e do not 
know anythillg· abont it. If the C<•mvmy did 
not falsify that report, wlmt would l\Ir. Hands 
have rlone? ·would be h",ve take,J his £~,000 or 
£3,000 worth of shares if the company had been 
floated succesdnlly? Nubody can tell. \Ye do 
not know anything about it. The company 
voted those shares to him. He was verb&lly 
informed of that vote by Mr. Duffy, and then 
be was written to by Mr. Duffy on the subject. 
\Vould Mr. Rands have expect~d those share.·, 
and woulcl he put them in his pocket if the 
company bad been succe,sfully floated, and this 
matter had not come out? l'robably Mr. 
Dunstan would have accepted a position on a 
mine. \Ve do not know anyt,hing about it. In f•wt 
a great many things are ldt to cunjecture, and the 
whole affair is in tt most tmsati:<factory condition, 
I am rextremely glad that the hon. gentleman 
at the head of the Government has recognised 
this, and that he is willing, as be says, to probe 
the thing to the bottom. I hope it will be 
probed to the bottom. There is another matter 
to which I wish to allude, and that is that WA 

have two gentlemen in Queensland whu were 
directors in this company. Did those two 
gentlemen know of the offer which had been 
made to Mr. Hands? Mr. Duffy, writing to Mr. 
Rands on the 12th of J<'ebruary last, said-

I do not think I should have mentioned t.hat vote our 
company made the other d.ay, for I presume they in­
tended to keep that until the comp~my was fioatcd. 
l\Iessrs. Archihald and Brentnall were not only 
members of the company, but directors of the 
company, and the question ve1y naturally arises: 
Did thosB gentlemen know this or not? I think 
it should be made clear to the public of Qneens­
land whether they were cognisant or not of wlmt 
the company were doing. Mr. Dutfy, in his 
lettt'r of the 30th Augnst, lSUD, S9,ys-

Just a lino in respect to the report you arc preparing 
for Olll' company. ":;pare no exp(msc \Vhatcver, and give 
us soml'tbing 'vhich will llc sutlident to place before the 
public in the way ot maps, plans, and a thorongh 
geological description of tlJC mines Yisited. Our con~­
pany is paying all expenses, and as Mr. Philp IJromi-cd 
such a report to onr c<.nHpany, I know you will sec 
to it. Sparn no time n{)r expon~e. 
Did the hon. gentleman promioe such a report to 
the company ? \V ere there cmnmunications 
between the hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Government and J\1r. Duffy, or some person on 
l\ir. Duffy's behalf, thttt we have not in this 
coneopondence? Tht~t is another matter the 
pnblic may well ponder upon. 

l\lr. HElD: Ther0 ha lot wants to come out. 
J\:Ir. S'l'E\V ART: Yes, there is a great deal 

left out. Now, there is " lett!'r which the 
Premier wrote-to J\Ir. J essep, I presume-on 
the 2Gth May, 18D!). 

'J'he PREJ:IIEH: I wrote no letter to anyone. 
Mr. STEW ART: We have this in t.he corres­

pondence-a letter from the legal manager to 
the Minister for Mines, dated from the Fruit 
Exchange, Sydney, 7th ;rune, 189U-

I have the honour to tha.nk you for yonr great 
courtesy to our Mr. rr. Je.;:;.sep, ::\:LL.A., chairman of our 
company, who has 1·eturncd to Sydney and laid before 
our directors your letter (26th .:uay) with Teferenee to 
the arrangements of your Government Geologist to 
proceed to Chi\lagoc to report on the extent and value 
of our mineral properties. 

The PREiHIEl\: There may have been a letter 
from the department, but not from me. 

Mr. STEW ART : But we have not got the 
letter no matter who it is from. This corres­
pondenc appears to me to baYe been got up in a 
way deliberately calculated to bamboozle mem­
bers of this House The letters are higgledy­
piggledy, and do not come in any kind of 
cmmecntive order. I don't know whether it has 
been done with the deliberate intention of 
confusing membera or not-I would rather hope 
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not-lmt in any case we have had to search 
baekwarch and forwards through the correR[JOnd­
ence to get ttt the connnction. I don't think that 
is de,,,imble. It should have been given to us 
strctight out as it took place. The whole thing 
leaves a bad taste in the month. H gives the 
public an idea that there is something worse even 
than this behind, and I hope the hem. gentle­
man's inquiry won't be a sham but a reality, and 
that we shall have our l\1ines Department 
placed, as it ought to be, above suspicion. 

Question-That the House do now adjourn­
put and negatived. 

PAPER. 
'l'he following paper, laid on the t<tble, was 

ordered to be printed :-Additional regulations 
under the Defence Acts. 

GLASSJWRD CREEK TRAMWAY BILL. 
SECOND l:tEAll!NG. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS (Hon. 
J. Mnrray, Norman/,y): This Bill oeeks to 
authorise Robert Herbertson, of Glassford 
Creek, and Vincent :viackay Dowling, of Rock­
hampton, to construct and maintain a line of 
tramway from Glassford CrePk to J\,firiam Va,le, 
connecting with the North Coast railway, and 
for other purposes subsidiary thereto. In intro­
ducin~< this Bill, I may mention that I have had 
the pleasure and advantage of visiting this 
locality <]nits recently. ~Within the last few years 
a very large and valuable copper deposit has been 
discovered at Glassford Creek, situated about 35 
miles from l\Iiriam V ale. The owners of that 
property are local men, not foreigners, and tbey 
seek the means to utilise it. The discovery is on 
the slopes of Da,ves Itange in rough and rnoun~ 
tainous country, and they ask the right to con­
struct a tramway into this place to enable them 
to work the deposit there. There is not much 
likelihood of any extension of this line beyond 
Glassford Creek, because the features of the 
country would prevent that; and the character 
of the country from ]\,firiam V ale to the COj'per 
deposit is of very indifferent description. On 
the Boyne River, about half-way to Glassford 
Creek, there is a considerable extent of first-class 
agricultural land which I think has all been 
selected. It must be evident to hon. members 
that without this tmmline these properties cm1-
not be developed, but will remain in the same 
condition as thc'Y have hRen in for ages past ; 
and I think hem. membPrs will agree that a tram­
line to the mines is as necessary as any other 
parb of the equipment and mining gear. To 
my mind it is quite as necessary as the drills, 
the blasting powder, or anything elRe required to 
work the mine. The property is held by these 
men on long leases, and no Government would 
be warranted in asking this House to agree to 
construct a line to develop those properties. 
\Vith some slight exceptions this Bill is the same 
as those which have preceded it. All the rights 
and privileges of the Commissioner are preserved. 
The company will have no monopoly, and if at 
any time the interests of the country require that 
the Government shnuld build a line alongside 
this line, across it, or in any other direction, 
there is nothing in this Bill to prevent them 
cioing so. The company are getting no privilege 
which this House may not fairly be &sked to give 
them. They are, in fact, getting no privilege 
at all but the right to construct the line 
with their own money, and I would not have the 
effrontery as the Secretary for Rail ways to ask 
the Government to construct it. This principle 
is being adopted in the other colonies, and in 
other countries, where they are only too anxious 
to give such concessions-if concessions they can 
be called-to >~ny enterprising company prepared 

to take up such properties as thecce, and work 
them in their own interests, aud neecss<trily at 
the Rl1me time in the interests of the public. 
After ttll, the cmumunity generally must receive 
the greatest benefit from these operations, because 
I du not apprehend that the profits from working 
these deposits will he very great. The working 
of copper mines is uncertain. Sometimes they 
cut out when they are not e'pected to. That 
has been the experience in ~,lueenRland and in 
South Australia. vVe b<>ve had copper mines in 
Queensland and in Sonth Australia that were at 
one time employing large numbers of men, and 
now they are practically deserted. 

Mr. McDONALD : vVhy ? 
The SEORJ•;TARY :FOH, RAILW A YH: 

Simply because they are worked out. 'fhe l'mtk 
Downs Mine is worked out. 

Mr. MclloNALD: Are the Burra Bnrrtt, 
Moonta, and vV allaroo mines worked out? 

The SECRETARY :FOR HAlLWAYS: 
'rhe Burra Burra Mine is <> thin~ of the past. 
:From all I can learn it >~lso is worked out. 

l'VIr. HAmM.crm : There is an immense deposit 
at Peak Downs yet. 

The SECRE'fAEY liOR RAILWAYS: 
I say this enterprise is of a purely speculative 
character, and the Government would not be 
warranted in asking this House and the country 
to construct such a line as this. 

Mr. HEID: You tolcl us that about every one 
of them. 

The SlWRETARY :FOR RAILW_\YS: I 
did, but they are all lines of a similar character, 
lines leading to mineral deposits. vVhat will he 
the value to us of these deposits if we insist upon 
such stringent regulations as will prevent peo11le 
attempting to open them up? These properties 
will be of no value whatever to the country or 
to their owners unless they have these lines of 
communication to enable them to be worked. 
They simply ask the right to build this line, 
and they will do it at their own expense. 
The public purse will not be drawn upon 
to the extent of ls. for it. I cannot see how 
there can possibly be any objection to it. 
'fhe owners of coal mines have the right 
to construct a railway to the pit's mouth, 
and whether it be half-a-mile, () miles, or 20 
miles long-, the vrinciple is exactly the same. 
Although we have hac! long discussions upon 
each of these measures thev are practically all of 
the same character. In the neighbonring"colony 
we find that when such a proposal as this is 
brought up; instead of discussing it night after 
night the matter io submitted to the House and 
passed on the voices, and without its being sub­
mitted to a division at all. 

Mr. BROWNE : After it has beeri before a 
select committee. 

The SECRJ<~TARY FOR HAlLWAYS: If 
hon. m ern bers are desirous of getting on with the 
business of the country, and prm iding those 
engaged in its industries with the facilities 
necessary to carry them on, I see no reason why, 
after the discussion we have had on these othc>r 
Bills, the second reading of this Bill should 
not be passed hefore 9 o'clock. I am not going 
to speak at length upon this Bill, because there 
is no neC\>';sity to do so. The principle em­
bodied in the Bill has already been fully dis­
cussed, and this Bill differs from the others only 
in that it may be considered more liberal in 
the interests of the country. In the previous 
Bills the companies have asked the right to 
charge rates 50 per cent. higher than those 
charged by the Commissioner, while in this 
Bill the rate is reduced to 25 per cent. more 
than the rate charged by the Commissioner. 
The Bill says that the company shall be entitled 
to tt le8,se for 2,560 acres for fifty years, but I 
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have an amendment to propose upon the Bill to 
reduce that arett to H6 acres, the area the com­
pany hold at the present time. The Govern­
ment under this Bill, as under the others, has a 
right to purchase the line at the end of fifty 
years. The construction of the line is to be 
under the supervision of the Commissioner, and 
before it can be opened, to ensure the safety of 
the public, they must have the Comrnissioner',; 
certificate th>tt the line is properly conslructed 
•md the rolling-stock in good order. The com­
pany under the Bill have to carry for the public, 
b•rt :Mr. Dowling, one of the owner,; of the 
property, told we that they had no desire to 
carry for the public, and would prefer that the 
Bill should be passerl putting the railway entirely 
under their control, and not permitting them 
to carry for the public at all. Under the pro­
visions of the Bill they are compelled to carry 
for the public, and I think on very liberal terms. 
If there is later any agricultural settlement or 
any other kind of settlement in that district, the 
line will be found a great boon to the settlers, as 
the only means of communication available there 
at the present time are bullock and horse teams, 
and passenger tra tl:ic carried on by coach service. I 
feel assured, from the indications which I have 

seen myself, that there are enormous 
[7•30 p.m. J mineral deposits in this district-

de!JOsits, which I may say, are not 
confined to one property, becanse within a radius 
oj' a few miles there are many other properties 
which appear to me to he equally rich in copper 
ore. 

Mr. DAWSciN: Only copper? 
The SECRETAB.Y I<'OR RAILWAYS: 

\V ell, there is some gold, 4 or 5 dwt., I think 
the as,;ays proved. There is another property 
adjoining called the Many Peaks, and I believe 
that that property will be as valuable as the 
Glassford Creek prc.perty itself. So that it is 
very likely that a very large industrial population 
will be settled there within a very few years 
if this privilege is granted to these people. I feel 
sure that if these facilities are given a very large 
industrial population will be settled in that 
district within a few years. Taking all these 
things into considercction, I see no reason -,hy 
hon. members should not agree to this proposal 
straight away. One thing I might draw 
attention to is this: I anticipate all the 
mmmg interests of the world will be 
considerably advanced and promoted and 
extended. I anticipate not only in South Africa, 
but in other large mineral coun~ries, there 
will be a period of peace and prosperity ; and 
with regard to the price of copper, it will come 
down very much. I feel sure that unless Queens­
land-which I believe has such large mineral 
deposits, especially copper-is prepared to 
encourag-e people to embark in enterprises of 
this kind, and give them every possible facility 
to enable them to c><rry them out, they will 
probably be beaten by the chea;oer products of 
other countries-other countries where such 
industries are carried on, and where the 
Governments of those countries are only too 
anxious to give such conce>sions as are asked for 
in this Bill. That is the position. I anticipate 
that the price of copper will be very mnch lower 
in the near future--very considerably indeed­
and if it is to he produced here at all, it can only 
he produced where all the necessary facilitie,; 
are !lfforded to enable those engaged in mining to 
compete with the mineral resources of other 
countries. I think that must be apparent to 
everyone. I can only hope that Iron. members 
will see it in the light in which I place it before 
them, and that they will see the folly of discus­
sing this question at any great length, because, 
as I have already said, the principle of this Bill 
has \:Jeen discussed for the last six weeks in this 

House, and it is impossiiJle to add any fresh mat­
ter to it, and without further comment I move 
the second reading of this Bill. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. BROWNE (C>·oydon): It seems quite 
natural for me to follow the Iron. gentleman. I 
do not know whether you, Sir, or any other 
member, can look back and probably with great 
delight to the time when y<m went to the circus, 
for about the third or fourth time-not the first 
time. The first time we felt a certain inex­
plicable delight-we did not know what. was 
going to happen, but after going there two or 
three timps there was always something want­
ing for you. I used to admire the hor.,es, the 
wild beasts, and everything that came along, 
but all the time I was sitting there I was look­
ing for something that always made me feel 
happy, and that was an individual with baggy 
pants, with spots all over him, and a red nose, 
who used to come hounding in and say, "Here 
I am again!" (Laughter.) Now, with all 
deference to the hon. gentleman, I can almost 
imagine the hon. gentleman with these same 
baggy trousers, with a tall, peculiar hat on the 
top of his head, and this red tip on his nose, 
hounding into this Chamber with a syndicate 
railway Bill under his arm, and saying, "Here 
I am again ! " And then, of conrse, the bon. 
gentleman says this has been moved so many 
times that we know always what to anticipate. 
The hon. gentleman has told us that this Bill 
is exactly the same as all the other Bills we 
have had before us ; and I h'1ve not the 
slightest doubt that when the Premier speaks 
we shall have him pointing out that this Bill 
differs from all the other Bills before the 
House. And then we shall have the hon. mem­
ber for Bulloo-I have not the sli!{htest doubt 
bulging out with all the information that he 
is going to give to this House-pointing out 
how brimful he is of intelligence and how little 
the members on this side of the Houae possess. 
Then, after a lot of desultory talk, and just 
as the hon. gentleman thinks we are going 
to a division, we shall have his colleaguA, the 
hon. member for Mackay, getting up and 
giving us the natural history of that newly-dis­
C(nered animal called "piggyRwiggy-squeaker." 
There are one or two things I wish to refer to. 
I am not going to admit that this Bill is the same 
as the others, because it differs in several 
respects--

Hon. D. H. DALHY1IPLE : Your objections will 
be the same, however. 

Mr. BROWNE: There is one matter which has 
been harped a r;reat deal upon by the hon. gen­
tleman who introduced the Bill, and that he has 
worked upon on every occasion that he has intro­
duced a Bill of this kind. He says that the 
places where these railways are to be built are 
purely 8peculative, and we should allow someone 
else to do a little gambling in them, because we 
are not game to do it ourselves. And then, 
again, we are told all the time that this is to 
benefit someone. Seven or eight weeks ago, 
when the first Bill came before the House, the 
hon, rrentleman was pleading strongly for some 
unfortunate working miners who were waiting 
perishing for a certain railway, and for the 
Bill to pass this House. Now, those poor 
unfortunate miners are forgotten ; and that 
Bill is left aside with all the other Bills. 
The hon. gentleman now brings forward an argu­
ment, which may be very sound, tha.t in the 
near future there will be a drop in the price of 
copper. · I think every man in this House is 
prepared to accept that. No one expects that 
copper will remain at the present price. It mav 
he many years before it goes so low as it wa's 
years back, but still chere is going to be a fall in 
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the price of copper. The hon. gentleman Ray8 
that Queensland should get her share while 
copper is hig-h, but how is that going to be done 
by giving that company the right to build a line 
33 miles long in three years ? Does the hon. 
gentleman think that the price of copper is going 
to keep up for three years for the purpo'e of 
enabling this company to take ad vantage of it? 
If this company Wf're going to give work to the 
unemployed of this colony, or If it were going to 
get at the copper at once, why are not there 
more stringent conditions introduced to make 
those people build a railway at once and rush it 
through as quick as possible; but there is nothing 
of that sort. They are allowed all this time to do 
it in. Now, another argument used by the hon. 
gentleman to-night, and that has been brought 
forward on several occasion:-;:, \Vas about the liiJes 
in the other colonies. 'l'be hon. member for 
Bulloo, the other night, came down here-and I 
do not think there was much need for him to 
swell himself out with pride as he did on that 
occasion--and be was astonished at how we were 
all mistaken about certain Bills in the Southern 
colony. The bon. gentleman has told us the 
same thing-that in all the other colonies 
they have precisely the same legislation. 
These gentlemen do not attempt to prove it. 
The hon. member for Bulloo referred to a couple 
of Bills when he last spoke, but he refused to 
let anyone see them. He gave a very glib 
account of what they contained, and tried to 
persuade members that they were similar to 
these Hills. The Secretary for Rail ways again, 
to-night, h~ts repeated that in the other colonies 
they are doing exactly the same as we are. Now, 
what are the facts? I believe in facts, and not 
bald assertions, as the hon. member for Hulloo 
sc.ys. In New South \V;\)es a certain number of 
small private railways have been legislated for, 
but if, as hon. gentlemen on the other side assert, 
they are on all-fours with these railways 
which the Government introduce, h"'w is it 
that they did not vote with the hon. mem­
ber for J<'linders when he raised his point of 
order about these Bills being private Bills. 
Every one of the railway Bills referred to 
as having been p:tssed in New South \Vales 
were introduced as private Bills, each a.nd every 
one was referred to a select committee, and they 
are now incorpomted amongst the private 
statutes of New South Wales. Perhaps bon. 
members do not know that when they talk so 
glibly. I will take the very last Bill that has 
been before the New South \Vales Parlia­
ment-the Stamford Railway Bill. Now, as 
a matter of fact, the Stamford Ilailway Bill 
was the one· referred to as being con­
structed by gentlemen from Qneensland. The 
second reading and committee stages of that 
Bill were carried on 26th J nne last, not 22nd 
J nne as statPd, and the Bill was assented 
to on 25th July. It was introduced by a pri­
vate membe1·, Mr. Gillies, the member for 
\Vest Maitland, and went through the ordeal 
of a select committee twelve months ago. Jn 
that Bill there is not a single concession of any 
kind whatever. More than that, on all the 
coal raised by the company on Government 
land they pay a royalty of 6d. per ton to the 
Government. The freights are specially pro­
vided for, and they must not be more than 
those charged by the Commissioner for Rail­
ways on the State lines. The Government can 
purchase the line at any time by giving written 
notice-one day's notice if they like- and it 
is provided distinctly that the cost is not to 
exceed the cost of construction. The promoters 
are Messrs. Cliff, Trenchard, and Adams. 
Then if the line is not completed within two 
years the whole thing is forfeited, and if it stops 
running for any period the whole thing is for-
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feited again. Now, is that on all-fours with this 
line? I may point out that in the Bill in ques­
tion provision is made that the very strip of land 
on which tbe line runs has to be paid for under 
lease at the rate of £10 per annum, and if the 
Government resume the rail way they also resume 
the land. I will quote a few words uttered by 
Mr. O'Sullivan, the Secretary for Works, on the 
second reading of that Bill. He said-

Persomtlly if it lay ·with me alone, I am opposed to 
giving any private person or company the right to con­
strncta railway, because I am one of those who believe 
that all worl<s of that character should be in the hands 
of the State. But this appears to be only following the 
practice that has grown up in Nmveastle and other 
districts of working raihvays as part of the machinery 
of the mine. 'Jlhcre :1re 1nany railways that have been 
g-ranted in that district, and the mine~owners are seek­
ing the full benefit of them. 

l\'Ir. CooK: l~enlly a long colliery siding ! 
l\Ir. O'SULf,IVAN: Yes, 1'hat being so, the great 

principle to whieh I have alluded hardly comes in. 
I may Hay with re.~ard to this line, that the 
ori;sinal length wa" 6,! miles, and the only 
objection with regard to it was that there 
was some litigation with regard to portion 
of the land over which it would pass. Imme­
dicttely that was brought out as an objection 
the ronte was altered by the men in charge, and 
that line is only 5 miles long. The line runs 
from the colliery to the Northern line, and gives 
the company the same facilities that other com­
panies have. I ask the hon. gentleman, there­
fore, how he can get up and say that that line is 
en all-fours with this? If this line is similar to 
that little 5 miles of railway, then it should have 
been brought in as a private railway. 

Mr. HAHJJAcm;: That is one of Leahy's facts. 
Mr. BROWNE : Another New South Wales 

line has been referred to in this House-the 
Great Uobar CoppEr Mining Company's railway. 
That was pasded on 20th November, 1899. It is 
about 2 miles in length. The whole of the 
land on which it runs belongs to the company, 
and it is really a small siding from the mine. 
The Government can huy the line in two years, 
the price to be fixed under the Pnblic Lands 
Resumption Act. Not the slightest concession 
is given, and any land required by the company 
outside of their own land is to be paid fnr at the 
rate of £10 a year. 'l'hen, again, we have the 
Capertree tramway in New South Wales. That 
Bill was passed on the 29th December, 1S99. 
When it wa' alluded to some hon. member 
interjected, "Is it built?" and the scornful 
reply came from the hon. member for Bulloo, 
"How co>Ild it be built when it was only passed 
in Dbcember last?" The fact is that that line was 
actm,lly passed in 1896. 

Mr. McDoNALD: That is one of the Bnlloo 
facts. 

Mr. BROWNE : Yes, one of the Bulloo 
facts. The company was bound to time, they 
had not fulfilled their contract, and the Bill had 
to be reintroduced, and passed last year. The 
length of that line is 21 miles, but it is only to be 
a tramway. The gal!ge can be anything over 
2 feet, and not over 4 feet 8 inches. The land 
for its construction is leased at the rate of £10 a 
year, and it is resumed when the Government 
resume the railway. The Government can 
pmchase the line at" any time after two years, 
and are precluded from giving more than the 
actual cost of con,truction. The company has 
to put down a deposit of £2,000, which is forfeited 
if the line is not started within six months, and 
if it is not completed within two years the whole 
thing i~ fut'leited. The fares and freights are 
also fixed by the Act, and no concession of any 
kind is given. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The fares and 
freights are fixed in this case, 
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Mr. BRO\VNE: They are not fixecl, and the 
hon. gentleman knows it. The Bill simply says 
that not more than a certain amount is to be 
charged. I have tal; en the trouble to find out 
what private railways have been constructed in 
New South \Vales since 1RD3. There is the 
Rosehill Railway from Parramatto,. Hon. mem­
bers who enjoy a little bit of hors.,-racing know 
what the Rosehill siding is. That was built on 
the Government gauge. The Act provides that 
goods and merclmndise must be carried at the 
same rate as on the Government lines. The 
Government can buy the line in two years ; no 
concession whatever is granted ; and if the line 
is idle for nine months it becon1es >tbsolutely 
forfeited. Then we have the Scotti"h-Australian 
lVlining Company's railway, pas>ed on 13th June, 
1803. That is 2"' miles in length, and connects 
with the Northern Railw:1y. The rates are 
fixed by the Commissioners, the Government can 
purchase it in two years, >tnd, if not completed and 
worked within two years, it becomes aholntely 
forfeited to theGovernll!ent. Then, again, we have 
the Menindie to Broken Hill tramway, which is 
r:1ther a larger work of 50 or 60 miles in extent. 
How can the hon. gentleman say that that Bill 
is on >1 par wit,h these syndicate Bills he is intro­
ducing? \Vhat are the conditions in this New 
South 'Wales Bill? The gauge is to be the same 
as on the Govemment lines, and before that com­
pany could take ary stel" they have to publish 
a notice of their intention to build this tramway, 
with all particulars, in the New South \V ales 
Go1•crnment Ga"ettc, and in not le's than two 
papers circnlating in Sydney, Menindie, and 
Broken Hill ; the rates were fixed by the Go­
vernment; all lands were leased ; all minerals 
were reserved ; if they did not start in six months, 
everything was to be forfeited to the Govern­
ment. 

Mr. GLASSEY: \Vhat was the deposit in that 
case? 

Mr. BROWNE: £5,000. And again, if they 
stopped working at any time, without any reason­
able cause, the line and all their privileges 
would be forfeited to the Government. In that 
Bill, there is a vPry nice provision, which I com­
mend to hon. members on this side of the House 
-a provi,,ion which I should like to see imerted 
in all these private syndicate Bills which are 
being introduced by the Minister. If tr.e line 
stops working, withuut any reasonable cause to 
the satisfaction of the Commissioner, it will be 
liable to forfeiture to the Government, and there 
is a proviso 1•roviding that a strike shall not be 
counted as "reasonable cause for stop)>iiig work 
if the company refuses to submit the dispute to 
arbitration. 

MEMBEHS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BROWNE: And yet the hon. gentleman 

says this Bill is on a par with the B1lls he has 
introduced ! Hon. n,embers must recognise the 
difference. Every one of these Bills in New 
South Wales, a11d the other colonies, were intro­
duced as private measures by private members, 
and they had to go through the ordeal of a select 
committee, as in the British Parliament. Again, 
not one of these companies got any concessions­
the whole box-and-dice of them. I defy the hon. 
gentleman to disprove my statement: That the 
mileage of one of his proposed railways is more 
than the mileage of these lines in all the 
Australian colonies at the present time. But 
the other colonies are getting out of the 
"Slough of Despond" that we are running into. 
It seems to me that the Government have not 
taken much notice of this correspondence. 
Pages 2, 3, and 4 are taken up with correspond­
ence from the Gladstone Chamber of Commerce 
and the Calliope Progress Association. Looking 
at th>tt correspondence, the people of Gladstone 
certainly do not want this line I>S it is brought 

in now. On the 7Lh December, lHHD, the hon. 
secretaty, l\[r. \V .• J. JHannillg, of the Gladstone 
Chamber of Commerce, wr•Jte to the l\Iinister 
for Railways as follows:-

Rlit,-1 lutvc the honour, by direction, to inform you 
that at the last mcctil1g of the above chamber a. reso­
lution was unanilll(lllSly paf'sc<l that your departwcnt 
~honld be a~kPt1 to Juukc a t,ria.l ~11rvey or a raihnLy line 
from Glart.~tone to the Gla.ssfo1tl Creek :Mineral ~1 icld. 

The ronte l'l'COlltmcnded. fur your favonl'able con­
sideration joins the propo~ed. (~Jad~tone~Roel..:lw,mpton 
line about tl11 t'C (a) miles t'ront Glad~tonc, and tn1verses 
the Boyne Vnllcy thi Calli ope, .:uarbk~tonc, ~Iilton, and 
tlle Ijittlemore ~ettlcmcnt. It taps t.hc Eastern llnyne 
and Xortnu G:olcltieltls, where imporULnt develol)lncut8 
arc now goiu~ on, and traverse~ mneh first~elass agri ~ 
cultural and richly timbered (pillLI scrubs, which is 
snitable fur close Hettlemcnt. 'i'he Lautls Depa.l't,meut 
lms rc<:.erYcd much of the eonntry for this purpose. 
rrwelve miles from Glas~ford the route JMSSCS withill a 
mile of a }n·omi~ing copper propcrt.\" owned hy the 
l\"lany Peaks 8ym1icate, wlwrc nu Pxtcnsi\'e lode is 
opened, but which c ·nnot he cHkiently "~or ked until 
railway eomiPCtion it-> established. 

Ghtssford Creek is a rhing mining centre where im­
mense bodies of ore cxi~t of a highly rmyuhle natnre. 
'l'he syndicate in posi;cs"'ion of the lode ha~ had a trial 
survey HHL<le from JUiria.m Vale to the field, bnt my 
Chamber is of opinion that the best interest~ of the 
publlc would be sel'ved by the adoption of the Boy ne 
River route. 

The Chamber is in po~scs~ion of a large ammmt of 
information which will be available for .)OU if orders 
are given for the trial Rtn·vcy now a~ked. It conclu­
sively proves tlw ncccs~ity for the line and the adv~w­
tage it wiil be to the country as well as Glas~ford 
Creek. 

rrrnsting this will recmve you!' early and faTourable 
consideration. 

'rhe SEcHE'l'AHY J<'OR HAlLWAYS: A survey 
waH uwde in tbat direetiou. 

Mr. B]{OWNE: Thnt is the opinion of the 
Glad,tone Cham!Jer ,of Commerce, and that 
opinion wasreitc•rated by the Progress Associ.ttion 
of Calliope. And thry ginJ other reasons. They 
say-

rnmt Ulas~ford Creek is very ricl1 in mineral dcposih,, 
which have been cxt('nsivf'ly developed, nnd tlwt it 
gives abundant lll'Ollli~c of becoming a pcrmaiJOllt 
mi11ing eentrc. 

rrhat it would tnpa nnmbcr ofricllgoldmining districts 
on the Calliopc and 15oyne RiYcrs, 'vhich, in the near 
future, arc lilwly to b('eome large iudu:str:al centres. 

'I'll at there are large areas of extremely rieh lnnd in 
the Boync V<tllcy, tlw development of whi(:h, b~' the 
consh·netion of the line, 'vould receive a strong impetus. 

rrhat this line would pa~,s through, Ulld he eouvcuicnt 
to, laq:;c areas of conntry fl'om wllieh extensive supplies 
of valuahlc timber could be procured. 

That a branch lino from the proposed line could be 
extended so as to open up and deYelop the very large 
cou lmeasnn's of the Callitle. 

'l'llat agrie11ltural (entres in im111cdbte vicinity to 
the line would be materially btncfitecl therelly, and, in 
short, the general resources of the whole distriet. would 
be benefited by the construction of the line here advo­
cated. 

That the cost. of cons,truction would. be consider:.tbly 
less per mile than by the J1iriam Vale route, as there 
arc few, if any, cngheering diflicnlties to contend with, 
and that. it would prove of more goncr,tlntHity. 

r:I'hat thel'e would likely be sufficient tratnc on line to 
pay interest on construction (if not cost of), mainten~ 
an e, and working expenses. 

I would point out that this corrPepondence passed 
between these bodies and the Minister for 
llailways. Mr. F. J. North, the surveyor, does 
not recommend, in bis report, the route the 
Minister proposes in this Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The company 
made their own survey. 

Mr. BROWNE : I say the Government sur­
veyor does not recommend the ruute in this Bill. 
Only a few days ago we had· a motion for the 
construction of a light line of railway, which 
attracted a great deal of sympathy from hon. 
members on both sides, and I was pleased to see 
that the Premier was in sympathy with these 
light lines. Now, according to Mr. North, here 
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is a place where a light line could be built. At 
the end of his report, after giving full particular,;, 
Mr. North says-

! consider this district offers a good opportunity for 
constructing a light railway, as the line would only 
serve the Royne Valley and is not likely to be extended 
beyond Glassford Creek, which promises to become a 
large mining district, which can only be developed by 
a railway. 
I am dealing with this correspondence, and I 

say that from the commencement of 
[8 p.m.] it down to page 4 the correspondence 

is between recognised public bodies 
and the Government. Then, at the middle of 
pnge 4, we get a brief note from Jliir. V. Jlii. 
Dowling, dated the 21st June, 1900, as follows:-

Sta,-On behalf of the Glassford Creek Copper :Mine 
Jlroprietary, I have the hononr to apply to the Govern­
ment for the necessary authority for the construction 
of a t.ramlinc from the minf' at Glassford Creek to (~on­
ncet with the Government raSlway system at ~firiam 
Vale, and beg to :.:~tate that we seek no concession beyond 
the nece"lsary legislative authority and the Crown land 
actually required for the line. We arc prepared to 
comply with all reasonable conditions in this matter, 
and shall feel obliged if you will be good enough to take 
the necessary steps for preparation of a draft Bill to give 
e:l'ect to the proposal. 
That is the first we hear about this Glassford 
Creek Company. For months ann months the 
Gladstone Chamber of Commerce and other 
bodies had been bringing this matter before t,he 
Government, but without success. On the 21st 
of June Mr. Dowling wrote that single letter, 
without giving any particulars of his proposal, 
and asked to be allowed to construct this rail­
way. On the 27th .June, or six days afterwards, 
the secretary to the Commissioner for Railways 
replied as follows :-
Snt,~I am desired by the Minister for Railways to 

acln10wledge the receipt of your letter of the 2h;t 
instant relative to the construction of a tramline from 
the mine at Glassford Creek to connect with the 
Bnndaoorg to Gladstono Railway at ~1iriam Vale. 

I have, etc., 
T. S. PRATTEN. 

Then, on the 6th July, another week afterwards, 
the secretary to the Railway Commissioner 
wrote to Mr. Dowling the following letter:-
SIR,~ Referring to your letter of 21st ultimo, 

addresRed to the Hon. the Minister for RaHways, apply­
in~ to the Government on beh~tlf of the Glassford Creek 
Copper :J'[ines Proprietary for authority for the con­
struction of a tramline from the mines nt Glassford 
Creek to co~1neet \Yith the Government l'ailway system 
nt :\Iiriam Vale, and asking that the necessary stops be 
taken for the preparation of a draft BilJ to give effect to 
the proposal, I am de'5ired to inform you that it will be 
ncccss'.lry for the compa.ny themselves to prQ;pare the 
draft Bill, and I have informed :J.ir. Woolcor,k, who 
usually drafts such Bills, that this depurtment will not 
offer any objection. 

I am, etc., 
T. S. PRATTEN. 

Immediately afterwards, of couree, the Bill is 
dr:.fted by the Government Draftsman, Was 
there anything preceding that letter, or is that 
all the information in the possession of the 
Government? Public bodies had heen writing 
to the Government for months, and a Govern­
ment surveyor had made an exhaustive report on 
a line they had proposed, but no satisfaction was 
given to those people. Yet as soon as this one 
individual writes one letter of about five lines to 
the Secretary for Railways the whole thing is 
fixed up. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Those people 
were writing in the interest of the same line. 

Mr. BRO\VNE : If those people were writing 
in the interest of the same line, how is it that 
they say another line would suit them a great 
deal better ? 

'fhe SECRETARY l!'OR RAILWAYS: It would suit 
them better, of course. 

Mr. BROWNE: If we are going to act for 
the public good, and hon. members opposite are 
always saying that we should obey the majority, 
how is it that the representations of public 
bodies like the Gladstone Chamber of Com­
merce and the Calliope Progress Association 
were disregarded, and the request of the one 
individual, Mr. V. M. Dowling, was acceded to 
at once? 

The SECRETAHY ]'OR RAILWAYS: He is the 
man who is going to spend the money on the 
construction of the tramline. 

1\Ir. BROWNE : Hon. members know, 
because it has appeared in the public Press-I 
hope I shall not be accused of heresy again, and 
get letters from above for repeating it-that Mr. 
Bergl stated at a meeting of his company in 
London, that they had selected their route, and 
sent a Bill to the Government, and that as soon 
as that Bill was passed they were prepared t0 
give a big- price to put the company on the 
market. And according to the Ouurier, the 
Telegraph, and the Queensland lJiining Jmtrnal, 
Mr. John Ferguson, when he was asked the 
probable price he was going to sell for, said he 
would not say, but it would run over £100,000. I 
have not one single word to say against the 
proprietors of this mine, or against their trying 
to get this concession. I beliAve there are some 
very good men in this Glassford Creek Company, 
and I should like to see the property developed, 
but I say it could be done in a different manner. 
But I contend, from the meagre information 
supplied to us, that there must have been under­
hand work in this matter, when public bodies 
could be in communication with the Government 
for months asking for a railway in that district, 
and without success, and when one individual-a 
very estimable gentleman, I believe-can write a 
letter of five lines and get the whole thing fixed 
up immediately. 

The SECHE'l'AIW ~'OR RAILWAYS: Mr. Dowling 
is one of the owners of the mine. 

Mr. Bl:LO\VNB: I can quite understand that 
his request is acceded to because he is the owner 
of that place, but will the hon. gentleman say 
that if anybody came to him and said he was the 
owner of a property, he would give him authority 
to build a railway? 

The SECHETARY FOil RAILWAYS: Do you expect 
the owner of the Glassford Creek Mine to 
construct a line to Callinpe? 

Mr. BRO\VNE: I do not want any private 
individual to construct a line; I want the Go­
vernment to construct these lines. But in any 
case I say no matter how well a :Minister might 
know a man, or how much he might believe in 
his bona fides, he should require that individual 
to state in his letter the terms of his proposal. 

The SECRKL\RY l<'OR RAILWAYS: The terms 
are in the Bill. 

Jliir. BROvVNE: The terms and concessions 
should have been stated in his letter. 

The SECRE'l'AHY YOR RAILWAYS: What con­
cessions are there? 

Mr. BROWNE: I will tell the hon. gentle­
man. Hon. members opposite are continually 
saying that there are no concessions in these Bills. 
The hon. member for Cftrpentaria on one occft­
sion said he was going to throw all sorts of light 
on the matter, and show that there was no con­
cession in regard to one particular railway, but 
when he stood up he showed that he had not 
read the Bill, or that if he bad he had forgotten 
its provisions, because when the hon. member 
for Gym pie contradicted him and said there was 
a concession of 10,000 acres of land he denied it, 
and when I contradicted him and said there 
were another 2, 000 acres he denied that until he 
was correeted by the Premier. But what I am 
pointing out now is that in this case someone 
must have had a lot of influence with the 
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Government, because we have only the one 
letter containing a proposal in the whole of thi8 
cm-respondence. IYiore information than that 
should have ],een required by the Government. 

The SECRE~'ARY J!'OH ltAILWAYS: Do yon know 
that the Bunda,herg Ch"mber of Commerce wrote 
in a similar way, and that they held a meeting 
at which they asked the Government to construct 
a railway to Miriam Vale to suit the convenience 
of Bundaberg? 

Mr. BROWNE : I am not dealing with 
chambers of commerce all over the country. I 
am dealing with this correspondence, and I say 
from that it appears that certain public bodies 
had wl'itten t" the Government asking for the 
construction of a particnlar rail way, and that a 
rep.n·t had been received from a G'overmnent 
surveyor on the subject, and no notice was taken 
of either the request of those bodies or the report 
of the surveyor. These people say they want no 
concession, and the Secretary for Mines says 
they have got no concession. In the first place, 
they have got the right to charge 11 tiuws the 
amount ch»rged on t:ltate mil ways. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They don't 
want to do it at all. 

Mr. BROWNE: It is strange that all these 
people don't want tu do any thing of the sort, but 
the Government comes down and kidnaps them 
or shanghais them into doing what they don't 
want to d''· We know very well, however, that 
the Government are not going to force people to 
do things they don't want to do like that. Take 
away the concession, and see if they will build 
the iine then. In New South \V ales in nearly 
every case they are compeiled to keep the traffic 
open at all times, and if they stop without the 
sanction of the Commissioner the line is fc•rfeited; 
and if it is stopped through a strike, ami tht•y 
refuse to go to arbitration, it is forfeited ; hut 
here is a benevolent provision in this Bill by 
which if the line proves unremunemti ve they 
can stop whenever they like. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: Do you desire 
them to ke11p on if it does not pay? 

1\lr. BHOvVNE: If they want to build a line 
to compete with State rail ways they should hP 
subject to the same conditions, and should not 
have any privilege beyond those conditions. 
Then there is anotlrer provision in the Bill-the 
hon. gentleman says that has been altered--by 
which they are to get 2,560 acres of mineral lands 
for fifty years without ccmditions. 

The SECRETARY ~·ou RAILWAYS: Four hundred 
and sixteen acres. 

Mr. BROvVNE: Of cuur,oe, the hon. gentleman 
said that had been altered, but I can only deal 
with the Bill. We are told about wasting time ; 
but the time of the country has been wasted for 
six or nine months in preparing these Bills, and 
in every ca•e we have the admission from the 
other side that they do not know the provisions. 
In this Bill and the others they are all taken up 
as mineral lands. They are to be exempted from 
labour conditions, and they do not-as is done in 
every other country in the world-even reserve 
the gold. 

The SECHETARY FOR MINES: Gold and silver 
are reserved here. 

Mr. BROWNE : That is only in one Bill. I 
had amendments relating to that matter prepared 
fer the other Bills. Again, if those people d01r't 
want any concession, if they have the money to 
build the line themselves, what do we want with 
the clauses giving them power tn assign and 
mortgage and all the rest of it? \V e know very 
well that one of the promoters, John Ferguson, 
stated in London what he is there for-to get 
this off. I believe Glassford Creek is likely to 
turn out a good mineral field, but I am going to 
oppose this rail way on principle. There is a 
crowd of men there at the present time. 

The Government are laying off a township, and 
are going to sell allotments, and, of course, there 
is the usual crowd. I am getting letters and 
petitions one day from men who hold land under 
miners' righte, residence areas, and business 
areas, and they are clamouring about these lands 
going to be sold and about being driven away. 
I go to the department to get that rectified, and 
I get letters from other people about a lot of 
landgrabbers who have taken up all the land 
under miners' rights and business licenses to 
block the legitim»te miner who is prepared to put 
his hands into his pocket. 

The SlWlmTARY FOR RAILWAYs: You refuse 
to pass this Bill, and it will clear them all out. 

Mr. BROWNE: From what I know of many 
of the people there, judging b,· my own corres­
pondence and the correbp<mdence I have been 
shown by the Under Secretary for Mines, if 
throwing out this Bill would have the effect of 
clearing out some of those people not only from 
Glassford Creek but out of Queensland, I should 
think it would be doing a good thing for the 
colony, for they are neither miners nor mining 
speculators, but people who are there for the 
puqJOse of levying blackmail on the honest 
working miner and speculator. I have not a 
word to say against the gentlemen who want this 
Bill, but I am opposed to the principle. I 
believe that if the Government took the matter 
in h>tml and built a light line to Glassford Creek 
and a •m>tll branch to Callide Creek to provide 
access to the coal it would satisfy both varties, 
and do a great deal more good than what is pro­
posed. I was pleased to hear the hon. member 
for Lockyer and one or two others, even in favour 
of these Bills, voice the same opinion as I hold 
in regttrd to what the Guverllinent oug-ht to have 
done. Instead of bring-ing in theKe Bills one 
after another as individual measures-in all of 
which amendments will he neces"ary-they oug-ht 
to have brought down one general rneasure, 
laying down the comlitions under which these 
companies could build private lines; and then 
there would have been only oue lot of amend­
ments to be consillt<red, and not nearly so much 
time taken up. This is the last of these Bills, 
unless the hon. gentleman dips down into his 
box and finds another, and comes down to­
rnorrow with his ol1l cry, "Here I am again." 
l am guing to oppose the second reading of this 
Bill. 

Mr. KENT: Mr. Speaker--
MEMimHs of the Opposition: 'l'he Premier. 
1\1r. KENT: I'm prepared to sit down. 
The Pl\El\IIEl\ : Go on. 
Mr. KENT : Anyone knowing the country 

between.Miriam Vale andGlassford Creek, as I 
do, could have not the slightest hesitation in 
supporting' a syndicat.e line in preference to a 
State line there. With the exceptwn of the first 
10 miles from Miriam Vale I know this couutry 
well, having ridden uver it and run mtttle over it. 
We all know that we could borrow the rr,oney to 
build that line as a State line. 

Mr. McDoNALll : 'l'he Government say we 
cannot borrow the money. 

Mr. KENT: I disagree with the Government 
occasinn,..lly. I believe we can borrow the 
money, but we would have to pay for it. A 
State line through that country would cost at the 
very least £100,000, and from my knowledge of 
it I should say it is perfectly impossible that any 
development of that country would find sufficient 
traffic to make a State railway there a self­
supp"r ing line. \Vith the exception of the first 
10 miles from Miriam Vale there is no country 
there that can possibly be considered suitable for 
close settlement. It is mountainous country, and 
any hon. member who wants to know the kind of 
country it is should take a track across from 
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Murphy's Creek to Toowoomba, and he will 
find that level Cduntry in comparison to 
the G!assford Creek country. If the State 
were to build this line it would be at 
least fifty yearq before it would be reprorluotive, 
and paying- £100,000 to build it, and allowing- 12 
per cent. for interest and cost of working. The 
Commissioner allows 1.5 per cent. for State 
railways, but a syndicate would certainly work 
the line cheaper than the Government could, 
and, therefore, I take 12 per cent., and at that 
rate the construction of this line by the syndi­
cate rather than by the State would mean a 
eaving- to the country of something over 
£iJOO,OOO. The syndicate propose to find the 
freight for this linP, and who is going to benefit 
by the development necess~ry to produce that 
freight? I say the one man who has most to 
gain by it will be the working miner of the 
district. Almost every shilling spent there will 
be to develop the mine, and I cannot understand 
hnn. members repreRenting rnining constituen­
cies, and professing to be the friends of the 
miners, objecting to any of these syndicate lines 
to develop rnining properties. 

Mr. MoDoNALD: \Vhat are the miners going 
to get out of them. 

Mr. KENT: I will tell the hon. member the 
hon. member for Gym]de told us that 25 per 
cent. of the wagf'B of 1niners on G-yrnpie went in 
working- shows and paying cn.lls. I think the 
hon. member told me that previoue to the 
devel<>prnent of the Scottish mine in Gympie the 
W<>rldng miners on that field pn.icl ctt least 50 per 
cent. of their wages back into working shows. If 
they did that will not the mitwrs of Glassford 
Creek put as much of their wagPs back into the 
shows in that district. The whole of that 
country is mineral conntry, n.nd the shows n.t 
Cania, lYional, and between Ghdstone and Glass· 
ford Creek will be worked if the miners of the 
district hctve any mnney to pnt into them, and I 
say let this sync! icate find the money for the miners 
to prospect and work these shows. I represent 
a con,idcrablre number of miners, and I will not 
ho afraid to go back to those men aftt'r voting 
for this line, becau8e I know they are in full 
sympathy with it. It is to me extraordinary 
that men who pose as the friends of the miners 
should oppo;;e this line. I will not waste more 
time in talking about it, bnt as the lo:tder of the 
Oppmioion stated that there might bf> a connec­
tion between this line and the Uallide Creek line, 
I mc.y tell him that that would he almost 
impos.sihle. Yon would have to go right ronnd 
the conntry to do it, because the mnge there is 
something too rough to t.a!k abont. You cannot 
rirle a hor.se over it, let alone taken. railway over 
it. 

Mr. J3ROWNE : I was referring to a suggestion 
hy the Glarlstone Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. KENT: That is hecanse they wn.nt the 
tra tfic to g-o that way. The line going- to Miriam 
Vale wonlrl probably take the tmtfic to Bunda­
bf>rg, and the Bnndaberg Chamber of Commerce 
would favour the other line. 

Mr. Frsmm: I thought you said it was 
impossible? 

Mr. KENT: No, nothing is impossible, but 
it would be impossible without g-oim; right ronnd 
the country, or if yon hn.d hydraulic lifts you 
might do it that wn.y. 

Mr. KIDSTON: I thought that as a matter 
of courtesy w~ shnnlcl have had some Minister 
replying 'to the lnader of the Opposition, but 
possibly the courtesy of the Premier is beginning 
to get threarlbttre from nse. I agree with the 
hnn. metub0r for Bnrnett in hh manifest ernest­
nees to Sf·e thi,; GJa,sfnrd C;·ec·k copper property 
develope<l. He recognises that it will be a ln.rg-e 
benefit to the miners of the district, and I wonld 

just add that it will be of benefit to all the people 
of the district whether miners C>r not, 1f that 
property is d~veloped, but with a very .large 
number of people who make the same m1stake 
with regard to this question, the hon. memb_er 
does not seem to see clearly that that very destr­
able result will follow whether the mine is opened 
up by a Government railway or a private rail­
way. 

Mr. Km;T : It wonld cost £500,000 more. 
Mr. KIDSTON: That is one of the most 

fallacious arguments used in this House-t.he 
allegn.tion that a syndicate will be a?le to bmld 
and work a line clwaper than the fxovernment. 
If that is so the sooner we dismiss the Secretary 
for Railways, the 9ommissione~ fur Railways, 
and the Chief Engmeer for Ra1lways, and get 
one or two of these syndicates into their places 
to build n.nd work onr rail ways for ns, the better. 
These companies can only bnild and work the 
lines chfaper than the Government by one !lleans, 
mHl thttt is by sweating it out of thetr em­
ployees. 

MEMBllllS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KIDSTON : And I do not want chettp 

railways in Queensland at that price. Perhaps 
the Secretary for Railways is willing to pay that 
price for them, but I say frankly I am n?t·. A!l 
that the hon. member for Burnett has satd m Ins 
descript inn of the country between Mirjam V ale 
and GlaRsford Creek is in accordance wtth every· 
thi11g I have hAard of it, but \yhile ~e ~ays that 
no Government would ever bmld a !me thr<:mgh 
that country he is prepar,·d toauthorisen. syndtcate 
tndnit .. I think I can show that these ";re ele!llents 

in this case. I would JUst hke to 
[8'30 p.m.] call the attrmtion of the I~onse, in 

the present instance, to a thmg that 
struck rnA most forcibly in re:tding the corr~­
sponclence.-in r~ga:d to the offer of the syndi­
cate to bmld thts !me. It was pomted nut by 
the hon. member for Croydon, Mr. Browne, th:tt 
there was only one letter from the ~ornpan:y­
that was the letter from Mr. Do~lmg, ~skmg 
for permission for the company to bmld >; ratlw~y, 
and aeking the Government t" draft a Btll to gJVe 
effect to their proposal ; n.nd the reply of the Gp­
vernment was th"t if the company wanted a ra!l­
way they would have to drn.ft a Dill themselves. 
Mn.nifes't!y, the Government :were of.opinion at 
that time that· that was a prtvate Btll, but the 
circumsta.nces have altered since then, at;d they 
have discovered that it wa.s necessary, tf they 
wanted t" get thc3e Rills through this House, to 
make them Government Bills, and use the 
Government "whip" and get them through .the 
House. I suppose that tbat was the explanatt~m. 
I can hardly helieve that hon. gentl<>men, hke 
the Premier and the Minister for Rat! ways, who 
are so desirous of encouraging the introduction 
of ca.pital, who are so well disposed. to these 
gentle synrlicates-I can hardly beheve that 
those gentlemen would inflict npon ~hese bene­
volent syndicators the burden of paymg for the 
clraftin" of a Bill when it was the duty of the 
Govern"'ment to draft their own Bill. I a.ssume 
that they recognised th:<t it was a privn.te Brli--

The SPEAKER : Order, order ! 
Mr. KIDS TON: I recognise that the Govern­

ment at that time recognised that it was a 
private Bill. 

The SP.I<JAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. KIDSTON: Perhaps I should not say 

recognised, but that. the Gover:nment . at 
that time thought thts was a prtvate Btll, 
and it was only circumstances which harpened 
hftwenn then and the opening of Parhament 
that induced them to n~e the Government 
prnmiRe to get these Bills through the ;a.on~e. 
Now, I may just say, in regard to thts Btll, 
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that it seems to me to be the least objection­
able of all the private railway Bills that have 
been introduced this session. The reasons 
to my mind are, first, that I believe the property 
is a bond fide good property, and I believe that 
the company who discovered and developed that 
property are perfectly honest in their desire to 
work the property themselves. Another thing 
is that the line will be a short one cnnnecting 
with the Government railway; and I am not 
very sure whether it is not the purpose of the 
Government to build a 2-foot tramway, although 
that, I understand, would necessitate them 
retrucking their r:oods at Miriam Vale, but in 
any case the traffic will go over the Government 
railway at Miriam Vale, and, as it is said 
in some of the correspondence, it is not very 
likely it would g,J prtst Glassford Creek. If it 
went from Miriam Vale to Glassford Creek it 
would end in a sort of cul-de-sao, and it would 
certainly be very difficult to get it beyond that. 

The SECRETARY F'OR RAILWAYS: It could not 
get further. 

Mr. KIDSTON : I do not think so from whut 
I know of the churacter of the country. The 
line would simply run from the Government line 
to the company's property, and, as one hon. 
member put it, they only look upon it in the 
light of. building so many drays. They could not 
get thmr property developed or work it success­
fully without getting the railway, and they were 
prepared to build the line themselves ; nor do I 
thiuk that the compuny, in making this proposal 
to the Gnvernment, huve any desire to engage in 
general railway traffic, or have any desire to 
become rail way owners and obtain over-lordship 
over the whole of the district. So far as 
I know the circumstances, I believe the pro­
posal is a perfectly ban((, fide and honest one, 
and I say it is the leust objectionable of all 
those proposals that the Government hrtve put 
forward. Still, if it turns out thut a large 
population settles there the company will have 
the over-lordship of that particular district. The 
men who run the milway into it, will control the 
district, and if they are brge mineowners there 
that will be the result. ·whether they mean it 
in the present instance or not, once the concern 
gets into the hands of a big company, though the 
individuals who at present hold it muy be per­
fectly honest, and without any ulterior designs, 
they will only be units in the company having 
the real power for the decision or working of the 
company. Now, I must say that I would not 
support this milway if the Government proposed 
to build it. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR RAILWAYS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KIDi:lTON: I would not support it if 

the Minister for Railways proposed to build it 
because I think this is a bad way of building thi~ 
railway; that it is a bad way to get to Gh:tssford 
Creek. I do not only object to giving a private 
company this concession, but I object to the route 
proposed. I do not think the Government would 
be justified in building a rail way in that direction. 
Even what was said by the hon. member just 
now corroborates my own opinion in this matter 
-that it is a most foolish proposal to attempt to 
get to Glassford Creek from Miriam Vale, at 
least from the Government's point of view. My 
idea in building this railway would be that the 
resources of the district might be developed· 
und if anyone will look at the sketch-map that 
accompanies this Bill they will see for themselves 
that. there is a little bit of high country-riday 
hilly country about 40 or 50 miles south or south: 
west of Gladstone, and it is along that hilly 
district that all this mineral wealth lies. On the 
western watershed is Cullicle Creek, and just over 
the eastern side, about 30 or 40 milPs awuy, is 
this Glassforcl Creek, und in between them is 

another property-Acroombie heud station, and 
then there is another property somewhere ubont 10 
miles from G lassford Creek. So that all that ridgy 
country is a rich mineml district, und in addition 
to that down in the Boyne V alley is a rich agri· 
cultural district; and if this railway is built, 
that rich agriculturul district will be !eft at one 
side; and the Callide Railwuy, if it is built, will 
leave it out on one side. 

The SECRE~'ARY ]'OR RAILWAYS: This line 
will cross the Boyne, and will run right through 
that tract of country you speak of. 

Mr. KIDSTON: The Minister for Railways 
has been there. I have not, and yet evidently 
he knows less about it than I do. The line 
from Gladstone to Callide Creek crosses the 
Boyne Valley ut its mouth. It does not go into 
the Boyne Valley at all. I am quite right when 
I say that the railway from Gladstone to Callide 
leuves the rich agricultural land on the one side, 
and the railwuy from Miriam Vale to Glassford 
Creek leaves it on the other. Neither of those 
railways will open up that lund. "\Vhut I con­
tend is that the proposals of the Government 
are bad, for the reason that insteud of building 
two milways they might have proposed to build 
one which would have done more than the two 
will do. If the railway had gone from Gladstone 
to Glassford Creek vitt Callide und the Boyne 
Vulley it would huve opened up all the rich 
agricultural land in the Boyne Valley, und get 
to Glassford Creek just the same us it v·ill get 
from Miriam V ale. 

The SECUETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Double the 
distance. 

Mr. KIDSTON : Oh, no; it would shorten 
the distunce. It would increase by 16 miles the 
amount of railway to be built, but it would 
decrease by about 25 miles the mileage of milwuy 
traffic that would he required ; for where there 
are only 35 or 3G miles from Glassford Creek to 
Miriam V ale, there are 44 miles from Mirium V ule 
to Gladstone. As fur as I make out, the distance 
from Glassford Creek to Glarlstone, which is its 
nearest port, vitt Miriam V ale, would be about 
90 miles. 

The SECRETARY l''OR HAILWAYS: What Imeunt 
was that it was hulf the construction. 

The PREMIER : Where do you get the 90 
miles? 

Mr. KIDSTON : This is how I make it out. 
This is Surveyor North's report, on page 3 of the 
correspondence-

After crossing the Eastern Boyne some ridgy country 
has to be crossed opposite Milton Station; thence up 
the Boyne River the country is flat, crossing the river. 
and joining the Gladstone rout'3 at about 47 miles. 
From Bororen to the 47-mile the distance \Vould be 
about 31 miles. This route could, by crossing the 
Boyne lower down, also join the alternative route up 
Riddle Creek. 
On the top of the same page, he describes thut 
route as G5 miles. If he gets up to that (jfj 
miles at 47 mileg from Glad stone, that will be 18 
miles, and, as there is 31miles from that point to 
Mirium Vale, the distance, according to him, is 4H 
miles. Y on thus get a distance of some 90 miles 
from Glassford Creek to Gladstone instead of 65 
miles by the Boyne V alley route. As the mem­
ber for the district described to us to-night, going 
over that distance will produce nothing; it is no~ 
an agricultural district from which the railway 
will get any source of income except from the 
copper-mines at Gla,,ford Creek. If it goes by 
the Boyne V ulley, it will open up a rich agricul­
tuml country, which will become very valuable 
iq supplying farm and dairy produce to the 
industriul population that will settle about the 
head of Glassford Creek. I do not think this 
country has been examined sufficiently to justify 
us in deciding the line of railwuy to be adopted. 
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Surveyor North was sent <lp to snrvey a line of 
rallway across to Callide Creek, and he surveyed 
a line going across llarmundno Station, but I 
have a strong belief that if the railway from 
Glad stone were taken down the Boyne 'y alley 
for the purpose of getting to Glassford Creek, 
some way up the eastern fttce of the high land 
there might be found to be practicable, and then 
a shorter and better route woulct be got to 
Callide Creek. ThPn, instead of having two 
lines, each of which will cost a lot to 
maintain, we won]d have one railway run­
ning snnthwards from Glaclstone into the 
Boyne Valley, with one bmnch to Glassford 
Creek, and another westward opening up the 
Callide ct>almines and the Kroombit mines, 
which will provide snch trafHc as will pay interest 
on the cost of construction. I do not think anv 
man in his senses would deny that that is th~ 
better Jll'O!HJsal if it is practicable. \11 the evi. 
denco which we lmve befom ns indicates that 
that is the way in w hi eh the minernl district 
lying to the south and sont.h-west of Gladstone 
shonld be opened up, because it would not only 
opt-•n up the IninPral country, but a large ngri­
cnltnral country as well, which is of no v"'lne 
now. 

The Sgong'l'AHY "'OR RAILWAYS: Isn't it? 
Mr. KilJSTON : It is of no value because 

there is no market, bnt it is country that will 
become very valuable if there is a large mining 
]HlpuLttion settled within a few months on it. 
The Governn1ent, whose bn~iness i;.:; not to assist 
syndicates, but to develop the resources of the 
c•mntry, shoulcl aclopt thnt method of doing this 
particular work which is most likely to denllop 
the country. I claim tlmt one line that will 
open np the whole of this rich mineral district., 
and will nt the same time open np the rich 
agricnltnral district lying close to it-I claim 
that that would be a very much better 
method of developing this country than going 
round by the ea~t and tapping one corner, 
and then on to the north-wbJt and tapping 
another mining district, because the Callide 
line will not open up any country except the 
Callide Coal Fwld. It woul<l not open up the 
Kroombit copper country and all round about 
there. But a railway from Gladstone to (ilass­
ford, with a branch to Callide Creek, would pass 
throug-h Kroombit, and the whole of that district 
would be opened up. .Tust before I leave this 
subject, I notico in the (Juccn.slun<l !/cn·crnmnd 
Minin!J .Journal of the 15th .Tune !n.st, this 
renutrk--

I should have mcntionecl that it is also proposed to 
construct a tramline from <aassf01·fl Crock to Uladstone. 
rrhe route snn·eyod hy the COlllpa.ny strike~ 1wross the 
range alHl meets the coast railwa~· nt :J.Iiriam Yale; bnt 
it is; qnitc on the eards tlmt the GlassfOid and Cnllide 
Companies will come to some understanding- npnn a 
common ronte, antl make one line serve both for a. 
portion of the distance. 
I believe that that was the understanding, and 
no tn:tn knowing that district could sa.y that that 
would not he a wise coursn to adopt. Hut I do 
believe that the Glassford Creek people ore vory 
dubious about the Callide Coal Comp>tny hoing 
able to find the money to help to build this line, 
nnd they naturally look for the shortest route for 
them,elvcs. I don't hesit.ate to say that the 
very fact of having- the line to Callide Creek a 
joint line would greatly assist in developing the 
country and in finding a smaller amount of 
money in order to open up the Calliclo coalfield. 
I think the company will be very brave men who 
will start building a line from Gladstone to 
Callirle Creek, knowing that the only source of 
their revemH', ancl t.he only sonrce from which 
they conld get money to p:ty intere't on the cnst 
of the construction of that !in", will he from the 
coal at Callide Creek. I think the Premier 
believes that, and I am sure that neit.her the 

Premier nor the Minister for Railways would 
risk their money in it. 

The PREMIER: Wonld yon? 
Mr. KIDS TON: I would not, a.nd I don't 

think any man of standing in Queensland would 
either, and I have made many inquiries into this 
matter. I know men who will invite other people 
to put their money in it, but I don't know one 
who will put his own money in it. It is very 
desirable that this coalfield should be developed. 
There is untold wealth there, and that only wants 
a railway that can he worked under such condi­
tions a' will enable the coal from Callit!e to travel 
to Gladstone at something like 3s. 6d. per ton for 
the whole journey. It only wants that to make 
it highly probable that in the near future a very 
larg-e coal trade will be developed in Gladstone. 
I claim, seeing that the Premier knows that there 
is very small likelihood of any company under· 
taking the enormous expense of building a railway 
from Gladstone to Callide--

The Prm~mm: I don't know that. 
Mr. KIDSTON : You do not know; you are 

pretty sure, all the same. 
'I'he l'ItE}IHm : How can I? 
Mr. KIDSTON: Seeing that that is so, and 

tb:tt a much stronger company want to get to 
Glassford Creek, and that two railways could be 
combined with considerable advantage to the 
Glaclstone district, and to the opening of a rich 
agricultnral distl'ict, I say it would have been 
q nite legitimate for the Government to have said 
to these two compani0s, who propose to bmld 
those two lines : "Combine and give us a 
guarantee and we will help you to construct your 
lines." If it would cost £2()0,000 to construct a 
rail wav from G ladstnne to Glassford Greek, with a 
branch line thttt would go to Kroombitand Calli de, 
then I say it would have been quite legitimate 
for the Government to have said to these two 
con1]JanieR: ''If you each give a guarantee of one .. 
third of the capital cost, we will build the rail­
ways that will open up your properties, and work 
tlwm on behalf of the Stn,te." That would be 
mueh better for the country ~tnd for thc;se cmn­
panie;. It would have been much better f<Jr the 
country in this way: Apart frm,n the assump­
tion that these mines turn out a fa1lnre-I myself 
rlo not think these Glass ford Creek mines will 
turn nut a failure, because I have every con­
fidence in the men who are working them, 
both as regards their skill and their business 
capacity. I think, in a few years, this property 
will btl cne of the best mining properties in 
Queensland. Some people think the other way, 
but I hope and trust they will be mistaken. 
But even if that happerwd, I do not think 
the Government could possibly lose by build­
ing a railway in tlutt distlict in the way I 
suggest; they would only have to find one­
thud of the ccmt of building such a line. I think 
that iH quite evident. Now, on tha assumption 
that the mine tnrnH out a failure-that both 
mines turn out a failure-on the extreme assump­
tion that all the mines in that mineral district 
scmth.west of Gladstnne turn out failures--and 
the Kroombit properties are just about as good 
ns the Glassforrl Creek properties, The assays 
I believe show G& per cent. of copper, 4 dwts. of 
gold, and n ()7,, of silver--

Mr. FmHgR: Assays are worth nothing. 
The Pnr.;mrm: You must ha Ye quantities. 
Mr. KlDSTON: I am quite well aware 

that a single assay is only of very 
[9 p.m.] limited valne, but I believe I am 

justified in saying that the Kroom­
bit River property is a very promising one. But 
assurning- that all these properties turn out a 
blank failure, then the Government wonld have 
a line down the Boy ne V alley from Glad'ltone 
which would open up a very rich district for 
one-third of the cost. of its construction. 
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The SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: It is only a 
very limited di8trict. 

Mr. KID8TON: No, it is not a very limited 
district. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There is very 
little good land there. 

Mr. KIDS TON: As a matter of fact, I believe 
there is vuy good fruit land at Glassford Creek. 
I am told that on the ridges at G lassford Creel< 
there is a magnificent possible fruit district. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: Fruit land is generally 
rather poor land. 

Mr. KIDS TON: I was not aware of it. The 
description I have of the Boyne Valley country 
is that there are ap!Jroximately 120 square miles, 
or 80,000 acres of good land, and the authority 
I am quoting from is much more reliable than 
the Secretary for Railways. The opinion 
expressed here is that very much of what are 
called the Boyne flats is only excelled-if it is 
excelled anywhere in Australia-by some of the 
rich Hunter River district. 

The SECRETARY l<'Olt HAlLWAYS: Nonsense! 
Mr. KID8TON : The hon. gentleman says 

'' nonsense.)' 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I have seen 

both places, and know ot!I about them, and I am 
a judge of those things. 

Mr. KIDS TON: As a matter of fact the Boy ne 
River flats are ce]e;Jrated-they are a matter of 
leg-end in that district. 

The SECR>;TARY ~'OR RAILWAYS: For what? 
Mr. KIDSTON : I am sorry the hon. member 

for Port Ct1rtis it not present to defend the char­
acter of the rich agricul tnral land in his district, 
but 1 am quoting from an authority that has no 
partiality one way or the other, that is not intm·­
ested in cracking it up or cracking it <lown, and 
I have every reason to believe that the B·.>yne 
Valley is a very rich valley. But it seems to me 
that if the prospects of this district are so snmll 
that they will not justify the Government in 
risking one-third of the cost of the construction 
of a railway, then it is a shameless proposal on 
their part to offer a syndicate the right to con­
struct that railwaj. I notice in the correspon­
dence here a letler from the Calliope Progress 
Association to the Commissioner for H.ai!ways. 
I do not read it because it is an authority on the 
subject, but becanse of the arguments they 
adduce in favour of building the railway vi<Z the 
Boy ne Valley. Those reasons are as follows :-

1. That Glassford Creek is very rich in mineral 
depo~Hs! wllieh have been extensively developed, and 
that 1t g1ves abundant promise of becoming a vcrma­
nent mining centre. 

. 2. ~rhat it would. tap a. nmnbcr of 1'ich gold-miring 
d1stncts on the Calhope and Boyne lUven::, whkh, in the 
near future, are likely to become largo industrial 
centres. 

3. That there a1·e large areas of extremely rich land 
in the Boyne Valley, the development of which, by 
the constructwn of the line, would receive a stronO' 
impetus. n 

4. That this line wonld pass through, and be eon­
venient tb, large rtreas of country from which extcn::sive 
supplies of valuable timber could be procured. 

5. rrhat a branch line from the proposed line could be 

~~~~~~~s~t~·e~s ~~ t~~e~a~fde~nd develop the very large 

6. That agricultural centres in immediate vicinity to 
the line would be materially benefited thereby, and, in 
short, the general re~ources of the whole district would 
be benefited by the constrnction of' the line here advo­
cated. 

7. That the cost of construction would he consi<ler­
ably le::-:;s per mile than by the :'\1iriarn Vale route, as 
there are few, if any, engineering difficulties to con­
te~~ with, and that it wonld prove of more general 
Utll!ty. 
. 8. That there would likely be sufficient traffic on 

lme to pay wterest on construction {if not cost of) 
maintenance, and working expenses. ' 

As I have already said, I do not quote that 
because it is from Calliope, but because the 
reasons there given for building the line by that 

route are plain on the facts of the case. I sub­
mit that all the information submitted to the 
House goes to show that the line to Glassford 
Creek ought to go vi,z the Boyne V alley, and I 
think that if the House wishes to do the best 
thing for the country, and if the Government 
wish to do the best thing for the country in this 
matter, they will try to get these two companies 
to combine to give them a joint guarantee of a 
certain proportion of the cost of the railway, and 
then have the tailway built by the State. I 
have no doubt that the railway will ulLimately 
pay, for it is a rich district, and if properly 
opened up it will give handsome returns in the 
future. I regret very much that the Govern­
'Ylent have chosen to deal with the matter in this 
way, which I believe is about the worst possible 
way they could have proposed to deal with it. 
It would be much better for the company if the 
Government did as I suggest, and it would 
certainly he better for Queemland. 

The PRJ!~MI:ER (Hon. R. Philp, Townsville): 
I do not wish to stonewall this Bill, but I should 
like to answer a few of the arguments of the 
hon. member for Rockhampton, Mr. Kidston. 
Really, I should have thought that he would 
have supporter! this Bill, because he has given 
us more argumente why we should build this 
line than have been given by any members on 
either side of the House. 

Mr. Kms1'0N: I think it is an eminently 
desirable thing to have the rail way constructed, 
but not to Miriam V ale. 

The PREMIER : And by this company. I 
imagine that the;e people must know their own 
business best, and they think it will be to thPir 
advantage to build a line from Mitiam Vale 
rather than from Gladstone-a distance of 33 
miles rather than G5 miles. The hon. member 
talked about getting a guarantee of two-thirrls 
from the company, but l don't think we would 
be justified in taking a guarantee from auy com­
pany; and no local aHthorities hM·e approached 
the Government with the view of building- a 
guarantee line. The hon, member is of opinion 
that the district is rich in minerals, and contains 
good agricultural land. If that is so, I think 
we are taking the cheapest and be8t way to 
develop that district by allowing these people to 
build this tramway. And if the district turns 
out to be what he says it is, the Government 
will be justified in building a line from Glad­
stone. 

Jliir. KmsTON : Be serious, now. 
The PHEJIIIIJ<~R : I am serious. I take it 

that there is more than one mine there, and this 
line will very likely be the means of developing 
other mines than those at Glassforcl Creek. 

Mr. J:tgm: You would not enter into com­
petition with the company after them S!Jending 
their money. 

The PHJ£1\IIER : If we find the company 
overlording the people, as the hon. member for 
Rockhampton said, and making things so bad 
for the people in that district that they are in 
serfdom and bondage, and the traffic would jus­
tify the building of a iine, I am certain any 
Government would undertake its cnn•trnction. 

Jlilr. KmsTON: After there is a railway there 
already? 

The PHEMIER: Yes. The Government 
could make a line by another route. This route 
would only serve the company seeking to build 
this line, and I take it that is all they want. The 
leader of the Opposition does not object; to tram­
ways being built under the Mining Act simply 
to serve one mine ; but we say to these people 
that if they want to build a line to their mine 
they must build one tha~ will serve the district 
too. '\-Vhat does the overlording amount to? A 
!Jenny a ton per mile on ore is 2s. 9d. a ton, and 
25 per cent. in addition to that would amount to 
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3s. 5d. a ton. I suppose they are paying now 
not less than 30s., or £2 a ton, considering the 
nature of the road. 

Mr: :B'rsHim: They would not get it done for 
that. 

The PREMIER : That m.tkes the argument 
all the stronger. Suppose it is £3 a ton. Is it 
not better for them to get it carried for 3s. 5d. a 
ton than .£3 a ton? A gwd many people talk 
about the parrot cry of the miners ; but the hon. 
member for Gympie and the hon. member for 
Charters Towers must know that there are 
hundreds of young men growing up on Gym pie 
and the Towers learning the business of mining ; 
and do they think that Gympie and Charters 
Towers will provide employment for all those 
young men? Don't they want to seek further 
fields? 

Mr. Ji'rsHgR: ,Tust what I said. 
The PREMIJ~R: We want to provide em­

ployment for them, and we are doing that 
by allowing companies to build lines to their 
mines. The hem. member for Rockhampton 
knows that there has been no agitation to build 
the line he advocates by the Government, and I 
don't anticipate any company would offer to 
build it. 

Mr. KmsTON: I think you could get assist­
ance to build that line. 

The PJtEMIER: So f,w we have not had ttny 
offer. I know of iifty vlaces in Queembnd 
where there are good mines that would justify 
the building of railways to them, but the Govern­
ment cannot build those lines. Look at the 
Etheridge? That has been opened twenty-five or 
thirty years, and we have not built a railway 
there yet; but we would be justified in building 
a railway to a district like that before building 
one to Glassford Creek. 

:Mr. KIIJSTON: You should remain the boss­
the Government should be the boss. 

The PREMIER: Nearly two-thirds of the 
railways in the world are built by companies. 

Mr. KwsTON : That is not to the purpose. 
The PlU~l\liJ~It: It is to the purpose. Does 

the hon. gentleman mean to say that two-thirds 
of the people are berfs as far as those rail ways 
are concerned ? 

Mr. Kms'!'ON: Nearer nine-tenths. 
The PEEMIJ~l{ : I meet people who come 

here from America, Canada, Great Britain, 
Ireland, and Scotland, and I don't hear them 
complaining about the overlorcling on the part of 
the railway companies. 

Mr. Rgm: I do. I am just reading an article 
now on it. 

The PRRMIER : Of course, you can get 
articles against anything. There are plenty of 
articles written against the Labour party and 
plenty against the Ministry, but we don't believe 
all the articles written for or against a thing. 
\Ve have an enormGus area of country to develop 
and we need the assistance of these people to 
develop that country. \Ve know that there are 
more railways aoked for than the Government 
can construct. I am sure the hem. member for 
Hockhampton could name half-a-dozen that 
ought to be built in his district. 

Mr. Kms•roN : T dare say four would do us. 
'l'he P!{EMIEH: There are no less than 

twenty or t.wenty-fi ve lines that the people con­
cerned think ought to be built first, but everyone 
knows that all those lines cannot be built in a 
reasonable time. 

Mr. KIDSTON : Of course th~y cannot all be 
built firot. 

The PREMIEU: I am sure, the majority 
would not vote for the building of any of the five 
syndicate railways by the Governmei1t; and we 
would not be jnstifi~;d in asking the House to 
consent to the Government building the line to 
Glassforcl Creek. . 

Mr. KmsTON: The Government could afford 
to build it if they had to provide only one-third 
of the capital. 

The PREMIER: I want to know where the 
other two-thirds is to come from, 

Mr. KmsTON: The company. 
The PREMIER: 'l'hey would not provide 

two-thirds for the Government to build the line. 
Mr. KIDSTON : If they can provide the lot, 

why not provide two-thirds? 
The PREMIER: :B'or one thing I maintain 

they can build a line cheaper than we can. 
Mr. LESINA: And they pay a higher rate for 

their money. 
The PREMIER : They would be stttisfiecl 

with a ligh ler line. If they are wise they will 
build a 2-foot tramway. 

Mr. KmsTON : You can do the sD.me thing. 
The PREMIER: It is only the other clay that 

a request ca~ue from Beauclesert to build a line 
there from Beaudesert to Lara. The estimate 
of the Chief Engineer was £2G,OOO for 10 miles, 
and they had another estimate from Mr. Phillips 
to build 20 miles of tramway for them for 
£30,000. I say they ought to take advantage of 
Mr. I'hillips's offer and get that tramway built, 
and the Government are prepared to lend the 
bmtrcl the money. 

Mr. JgNKINSON: The same gauge? 
The PREMIER: Y PS, the Ramegange, only the 

Chief Engineer insisted upon lmilcling a line above 
flood level, and the other engineer was satisfied 
to follow tbe natural contour of the country, and 
that would be quite snfficient for the district. 
The Chief Engineer's estimate for the line from 
Townsville to Ayr was £144,000. \V ell, that line 
will be built for half that money, and that is by 
following the natural feature, of the country, 
whether it is son1etimes Hooded country or not, 
and the line will amply serve the diRtrict. 

Mr. KmsTON : How would a new Chief 
Ji~ngineer do? 

The PREMIRR: Our Chief Rngineer insists 
upon building lines which will stand a flood if it 
COITWR. 

Mr. KmsTON : He would build light lines if he 
was authorised to construct them. 

The PREMIER: \Ve are a long time getting 
the light lines. \Ve have plenty of light lines 
which the Government are prepared to build, 
enough to keep the staff going, and quite enough 
to ask this House to find the money for. 

Mr. KmsTON : \V hen? 
The PRJ~MIER: I would like to see these 

lines out of the way first. I can assure the hon. 
member for Rockhampton that there is not one of 
these lines that we woulcl dream of bringing in 
as Government measures-as railways to be built 
by the State. Take the largest of the lot, and 
the hon. m ern her for the district and the hon. 
member for Enoggera say they wunld not vote 
for it as a State railway. 

Mr. REm: If it went down the l<'linders we 
would. 

The PREMIER: Y nu will probably be asked 
this session to vote for 80 miles of that line. 

Mr. REm : It will be built before the syndi­
cate's line too. 

The PREMIER : I think it will. It is only 
SO miles, and the syndicate's line is 250 miles. 
This property is more than 30 miles from a 
railway, and the proprietors, in order to work 
their mines at a profit, must have a railway or a 
tramway, and I cannot understand a single 
member of this House objecting to it. I suppose 
hon. members opposite would be willing that 
these pc<Jple should run their stuff over the road 
in a wheelbarrow, or in a bullock-dray. 

Mr. HAlUJACRE : It is the monopoly or fifty 
years that we object to. 
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The PREMIER : A monopoly of Sd. a ton ! 
I say that this line means the opening up of a 
rich district. 

Mr. KmsTON: I believe that what I propose 
would be better terms for the company than the 
terms you give them. 

The PREMIER: I wish the hon. gentleman 
had seen the companies and given them good 
ad vice before they came here. They do not offer 
to build the lines on the hon. gentleman's terms. 
They say they want to build them them"elves, 
and I say let them build them themselves. I am 
tired of repeating the old arguments, and I only 
remind hem. members that we have already built 
two lines to copper diBtricts-Clermont and 
Mount Perry--which have not paid. 

Mr. KEI\R : You know that the Peak Downs 
line was not. built to a copper mine. 

The PRKlviiJ<~R: I know the big inducement 
to this House to build it was that there was a 
chance of those mines again commencing to work 
if the line was built. 

Mr. KmR'l'ON : lt will pay when you carry it 
on to CharterR Towers. 

The PREMIER: It will PfLY much better 
then, but it does not pay now. 

Mr. HARDACHE: It pftys well now, indirectly. 
The l'REI'.IIER : So do all our lines, it might 

he said; but if we were to depend upon their 
indirect pfhyment to meet the interest on the 
nfttional debt we would be a long· way behind. 

Mr. HAnnACRE: \Ve get the advantage through 
the Customs. 

The PUEMIER: The Customs will by and by 
belong to the l<'ederal Government, and we will 
have to depend more upon our direct revenue 
than we do fht the present time. The hon. mem­
ber for Rockhampton admits that this is the Lest 
line of the five of these proposals, and other 
members admit that some other of the five is the 
hest. I think the Mount Garnet is the best. I 
think the Callide Creek line is a very specubtive 
line. I think the Burketown line and the Cion­
curry lines are big risks, ftn<l the people who find 
the money for them will have to wait a long 
time before they will get good interest on it, 
unless their mines tum out exceeclingly well. 
The country will lose nothing by ftJlowing these 
companies to build these lines, and there is no 
douht that a lot of money will be spent in 
developing the mines. I hope myself that every 
one of these lines will pay, for it would be 
ftn exceedingly bad thing for the colony if these 
people were to spend a lot of money here and 
lose it. 

Mr. KmSTON: vVe all hope they will pay. 
The l'Rl<~JYII]<~R: I think hon. members do, 

but the fact remftins that neither this Govern· 
ment nor any other would be justified in asking 
this House to build these lines even if we had the 
money. :For that reason I intend to support the 
spconcl reading of the Bill. 

Mr. l<'ISHJ<~R (OJnnpie): The declaration the 
Premier has ju~t made is quite unnecessary. \Ve 
understand that a Premier usually supports 
mea'11re' introduced by the members of his 
Government, but aJ,art from that we must give 
the hon. gentleman credit that he is prepared 
to support any syndicate railway. 

The PHE1!1ER: No, not any syndicate rail­
way. 

Mr. .!<'TSHER : The hon. gentleman to do 
him justice has always advocated private enter­
prise in railway construction. 

The PHEl\riER: On good groundR, yes. 
Mr. FISHER : On every occasion I have been 

able to look up the hon. gentleman has advocated 
and supported this principle, and it is therefore 
surplu,ftge f<>r him to say hA intends to support 
this measure. This is the fifth private raih1 ay 
Bill brought in as part of the public policy by 
the present Government, and they have now 

left it to a private member to get up and answer 
the leader of t.he 0 pposition, and declare that 
the policy of the Government was to ask a 
syndicate to construct these rail ways to com­
pete with the Stftte lines and crush down the 
employees, and work them cheaper. 

The PHEliiiER: The talk about sweating the 
employees came from your side. · 

Mr. FI8HER: No, the hon. member for 
Burnett declared that the syndicfhtes could work 
the lines cheaper than the }\tate. But how are 
they going to do it? The Premier will follow 
me in this : That the State can borrow money 
cheaper than any private company C<>n, mu! the 
8tate has or should have the best engineers and 
others at command in constructing the rail­
ways. If they have not, there is only m~e 
duty for the Government to perform, and that IS 

to get them. 
Mr. Kms·roN: Their duty is to keep them­

se! ves there. 
Mr. l<'l8HF~R: No, it is a secondn,ry matter 

in this case, hut whether the 
[9 ·30 p.m.] Ministry remain or not, I sfty it is a 

secondary matter to a question of 
this importance. Their duty, undoubtedly, is to 
get the best talent they cftn for carrying on 
that particular work. I was in doubt first 
whether the hon. member for Bnrnett, lYir. 
Kent, was speaking on bt>half of the Govern­
ment, and now we have corroboration of that, 
when the Premier states that syndicates can 
build a line cheaper than the Governnwnt. 

lYir. J. HAMILTON: You mean to advocate 
Government rail wftys because they run them 
cheaply. 

Mr. l<'ISHEI't: Qnite true. \Vehave a direct 
contrast here. I say that the Premier now, by 
implication, admits the contention of the hem. 
member for Bnrnett, Mr. Kent, was correct. 

:Mr. KE'iT: You pay two men to do one mftn's 
work. The syndicate don't. 

Mr. FISHi~R : There is another mo't serious 
charge ]eve !led ag:tinst the Mini,ter for Rail­
ways, anellevelled by a Government supporter. 
Here we ha vc no less than a parliamentary state­
ment that in the railway senice, and in the 
public works of the colony, they have two men 
em ploy eel where one is required. 

1Y1r. FonsY'rH: Don't lose your temper. 
Mr. J!'ISHI<J]{ : I say it is an outrageous 

statement. 
Mr. Ji'onSY'rH: Only chaffing. 
Mr. FISHER: It looks ftS if the Government 

are driven into the position of getting an irre­
sponsible per"m to declare the policy of the 
Government, becftuse it is unpopular. I say it 
is more than unpopular. I say it is a 
wrong policy. I say it is almost cowarelly 
for the Government not to face the position, and 
put an irresponsible person to face it for them. 
It does not matter to me whether a thing is 
popular or not; I take the course which I 
bPlieve in, and I am frequently wrong no doubt, 
but I n.n1 sometitnes right. 

The CHI~:u' SECH!l'l'AltY: \Vhy do you not give 
other peo}JlA credit for the same? 

Mr. FISHEU: I have never denied that the 
hon. gentleman sometimes may be correct, bub 
I think he is mostly wrong. 

MllMmms of the Opposition: Hear, heftr! 
The s~:CI:ETAHY ]<'OR RAILWAYS: You are always 

right. 
Mr. J<'ISHER: No, I say I frequently make 

mistakes. I give the Government some credit, 
but they are mostly wrong with regard to public· 
policy. Bnt I never thought that the.y would come 
down to the position that they occupy this even­
ing-of making a declaration to the effect that they 
have ffhiled in carrying out the public works of the 
colony. Then there wfts the extraor<linnry 
statement by the hon. member for Burneit, Mr. 
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Kent, who was put up to reply to the leader of 
the Opposition, that there are two men engaged 
by the Government to do one man's work. 

The PHEMIER : Does that declare the policy 
of the Government? 

Mr. FISHER: \Veil, I understand that the 
h0n. member was prepared to sit down to give 
way to the Premier, and the Premier said he 
would allow the hon. member for Burnett to go 
on. I say he was either dealing with the Go­
vermnent policy, or it was a discourtesy to the 
leader of the Opposition. 

The SECRETAHY FOH RULWAYS: \Vhose policy 
are you dealing with ? 

Mr. :B'ISHJ~R: It is the Government policy, 
or the Government want of policy. The Premier 
in his speech declared that the'e were not private 
Bills, but not altogether Government Bills. 
They ha Ye been made Government Bills during 
the discussion; and here we are, in the middle 
of the session, dealing with Bills for concessions 
to syndicates, and the Premier has rightly 
argued what we should do unless we bring in 
rarlway construction by private enterprise. 
\V ell, there is a rail way promised by the Chief 
Secretn,ry-a rail way which would settle numbers 
more of people on the hnd thn,n all these mining 
railwn,ys can settle-that is, the railway from 
Kilkivn,n to Nann,ngo, but we hear nothing 
n,bout it. 

The OHm~· SEOHETAUY : It will come in good 
time. 

Mr. FISHKit: That is why we hn,ve five syn­
dicate milways to discuss and no attempt made 
to declare the public policy of the Government. 
That is not even promised ; we l:mve no hint 
of it. 

Mr. KERR : They are not game to put it on 
the tn,ble. 

The 8JWHETAHY FOil RAILWAYS: \Ve are gn,me 
for anything. 

Mr. FISHER : There is one remark made by 
the Premier that I am inclined to reply to. He 
n,ppealetl to me as a member representing a gold­
field where young miners were growing up and 
will ultimately require to go to new fields to 
look for emplcymeut, and the inference was that 
by giving these concessions to syndicates they 
would open up these fields for miners. Now my 
contention is the very opposite. I contend that 
the proposal of the GoYernment will shut up 
these particular fields for fifty years against these 
young enterprising miners. 

The SECIIETAIIY ~'OR RAILWAYS: The very 
reverse ! Open them up ! 

Mr. FISHl~H: I can prove my stn,tement. 
Every one of these Bills contains concessions to 
these syndicn,tes to take up land and hold it for 
their own use for fifty years-land between 28, 48, 
and 120 mile" wide from the railway. 

'rhe flECHETARY J<'OR RAILWAYS: You are 
wandering. 

Mr. FISHER: No, I am not wandering. 
Take the cn,se of the N ormanton-Cloncurry line 
-there the syndicate mw monopolise G5 miles on 
each side of the milway. That is 130 miles for 
the whole length of the line, n,nd G5 miles beyond 
it, making :1 distance grpater thn,n thn,t from 
Brisbane to Gladstone, right beyond the main 
range. Thn,t is the concession gr::;nted in one of 
the Bills before the House ; and 'ftll the other Bills 
contain concessions of the same kind. The pre­
sent Bill I think contaim the least concession with 
regn,rd to tn,king up mineral lands. 'What chance 
would young men have under conditions like 
this? The syndicates in all probn,hility will be 
n,bsentee syndicates, and they will be n,ble to 
hold the lnnd and deprive these minerR of the 
liberty of going to prospect for themselves. They 
will simply hn,ve to become wages-men. There 
being no labour conditions at all in the contract 

made between the Governmed and the syndi­
cates, they will simply have t•c· work for wages, 
for the barest pittance thn,t they can subsist 
upon. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : They could tn,ke up ln,nd. 
Mr. FISH EH: They can take up ln,nd now, but 

the syndicates under these Bills will be able to 
take up land and hold it for fifty years without 
any labour conditions, which n,re the protection 
of the miner. As the hon. member for Croydon 
will tell you, with labour conditions, if :1 cmn­
pany will not work :1 piece of bnd they have 
to throw it up, n,nd another prospector may 
come along n,nd work it. But these Bills n,llow 
5,000, li,OOO, 2,000, and 3,000 n,cres to be mono­
polised by these syndicates. \Vel!, the magnifi­
cent mineral field of Charters Towers is comprisE>d 
within 2,080 acres, :1nd thn,t of Gympie within 
1, lOO acres ; and out of that small area has come 
millions of profit. And we may form some i<len, 
from thn,t of what nmy result from these syndi­
cate concessions. I do not intend to go 
deeply into this Bill, but the Minister, in intro­
ducing it sn,id, that there were no concessions in 
it. 

Mr. RRm : He said that about everyone of 
them. 

Mr. FIRHETI: I do not think the hon. gentle­
man could have ren,d the Bill with thn,t cn,re tlmt 
he shonld have given to it. In this Bill we find 
that there is a principle involved different to 
that which is in the other Bilk The labour con­
ditions of the ::'dining Act arc to apply, hnt 
there is a condition n,ttached to the n,pplicn,tion 
of the Mining Act, and that is of snch :1 chn,racter 
as to deprive us of the n,dvantag·e which would 
accrue through the Mining Act n,pplying. The 
Bill provides thn,t the employees on the railwn,y, 
which is to be n,bout 33 miles in extent, shall be 
counted as though they were working on the 
len,se itself. Does the hon. gentieman believe 
in thn,t principle? I think he should answer 
that. 

The 8EOHE'rARY FOH RAILWAYS: I am inte­
rested to know whn,t you believe in. 

Mr. FISHER : It will be the dnty of every 
mining member to resist that principle to the 
uttermost. Thn,t provision will enable the com­
pany at any time to shut down the mine. The 
total area, of their lease will le 41G acres, n,ncl 
one man to 10 acres wonld mean, sn,y, the em­
ployment of forty-two persons altogether. Now, 
on those 33 miles of railwa,y there n,re likely to 
be quite forty-two persons employed, so tlmt 
there need not be a single man employed to hold 
the ground under the Mining Act. Therefore, I 
warn the hon. gentleman that the mining mem­
bers at least will strongly oppose thn,t proviso. 

The CHIE~' SECI\ETARY : That can all be 
thrashed out in committee. 

Mr. FISHER: That is one of the principles of 
the Bill, and it is set forth as one of the ren,sons 
why we sbonld p:1ss the men,snre. I am quite 
prepared to thrash it out in committee, and that 
is the re:1son why I raise the question now. If 
the Government will agree thn,t that provision 
should be eliminn,ted much of my opposition will 
cease. 

TheSEom;TAHY FOil RAILWAYS: That provision 
would only be in operation during the con­
struction of the rn,ilway iine. 

Mr. FISHER: The hon. gentlenmn is in 
error, I believe ; but if he adopts that as his 
view I shall be sn,tisfied. I am thankful that the 
debate so far has shown that the hon. gentleman 
does not approve of that provision. I am very 
happy to see that he has conceded my point, and 
thn,t he recognises the necessity for altering the 
proviso to which I have n,lluded. Having gained 
my point, I shn,ll not disrmss thn,t matter any 
further. 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The mines 
would not be worth rnnning if they could not 
employ the necessary number of men after the 
line was constructed. 

Mr. FISHER: The hon. gentleman does not 
follow me. If they can withdraw the men 
wholly they can stop the mines. If the labour 
conditions are fulfilled by the rail way going on, 
how will these young miners that the Premier is 
so solicitous about be affected? Suppose there is 
a labour dispute, the company will be able to 
shut down the mine, and no penalty will be 
attaclwd to the conditions as to the number of 
mPn to be employed not being carrien out. 

The SECRR~'AI\Y l<'OR RAILWAYS : They would 
not work the mine at all-is that what you 
mean? 

Mr. FISHER: Certainly, that is what I mean. 
Is the hon. gentleman not aware of the fact that 
there are two methods adopted in labour dis­
putps? J~ither the men strike or the employers 
lock out the men. In this case the employers 
would have the men in their hands, because the 
number of men on the railway would be sufficient, 
according to thi, Bill, to fulfil the labour condi­
tions. Subsection 2 of clause 2:'> reads-

Dnring the cnrrency of the Icn,scs thn snid ln,bour 
covenants shall be deemed to be sufficiently performed 
if tltc total number of men prescribed in respeet of all 
t.llC leases is employed in or upon any part of the mineral 
lands or on or about the tramway. 

The SECI\R'l'ARY FOrt HAir. WAYS: If what you 
contend is correct the mine would be practically 
abandoned, and it would not be worth owning. 

Mr. FISHJ~R: 'l'he hon. gentleman is wrong. 
He surely does not read at all. Why, at Broken 
Hill the mines wore shut down for months at a 
ti'?e. Does the hon. gentlen;an say th<1t those 
mmes were not worth owning? If 1\iount Morgan 
was shut down for twelve months, would he con­
tend that it was not worth owning? 

The SJ>JORRTARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: Is it likely to 
be shut down for twelve months? 

Mr. I<' IS HER: It might he. \Ve have seen 
strange things happen. I am afmid the 
troubles that thA hon. gentleman has recently 
gone through have somewhat upset his reasoning 
pow'lrs, and I sympathise with him. If he 
applies his mind to the subject he will discover 
that the chief weapon used by mining companies 
to oppress their workmen has heen the shutting 
down of their mines. In earlier days labour 
difficulties were put down by the military. Of 
bte ye<1rs we have become more civilised, and 
stnrvation is the weapon usecl. \Ve have been 
told by the irresponsible representative of the 
Government-the hon. m em her for Burnett-and 
I congratulate him on his prnmotion--

Mr. KJCNT : I'll put the gag on when I am 
promoted. 

Mr. McDoNALn: You have always got the 
gag on over there. 

Mr. }<'ISHER: Now, I pay great attention to 
what that hon. member says on this matter, 
because he knows this country well. But if he 
says that this line will cost £100,000, why is it pro­
vided in this measure that the Commi,sionPr can 
give a certificate for an extra year if the expense 
incurred exceeds £20,000? The position is 
altogether unreasonable. l congratulate the 
Minister in that he has seen it wise to reduce the 
concecsion of mineral land from 2,560 acres, as 
mentiom,rJ in the Bill, to 416 acres, as he proposes 
to amend it. One won<lers how these "2,560 
acres" ever got into the Bill at all, ancl hon. mem­
bers, especially on this side, wonder how far their 
argnments hn.ve contributed to this good result. 
Some hon. members talk ahout waste of time, 
but the 1\finister has seen fit, through our efforts, 
to reclnce the acreage in this Bill one-fifth. Yet 
in the other Bills of this nature, the acreage is 
five times ,>;reatcr than in this Bill ! In the other 

Bills, these companies can pick the best lands 
anywhere and everywhere they like over an area 
130 miles wide. Yet in this case the Govern­
ment have decided that H6 acres are ample for 
the company. Now, this railway i" to go from 
Miriam Vale to Glassford Creek. Will the hon. 
gentleman tell us where he gets the information 
from that this line should start from Miriam 
Vale-who recommended that? 

The SECRETAI\Y FOil RAILWAYS: It is the com­
pany's d''sire. 

Mr. FISHER : The hon. gentleman sent out 
a survevor to •urvey this line, bnt I cannot see 
anythir]g in his report statillg that this line 
should start from Thliriam Vale. 

The SECHE'rARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is in the 
Bill. Isn't that sufficient for you? 

Mr. FISHEH : Only in the Bill. In the cor­
respondence we see that it is recommended that 
the line should start from Bororen. Here is your 
own surveyor's report. 

The SPEAK:Elt: Order! 
Mr. FISHER: The report says-
Bon.on.E~ Rou·rr;.-J~eaving the railway a.hont 1~ miles 

from BororPn Station, the line would go up the valley 
of Logan Creek; thence through the di·vide between 
Logan Creek and Eastern noyne, whieh wonld require n. 
tunnel under 10 chains; and then~e follow down a gully 
to the I~;astcrn Boync. Although this part is very 
broken country, :1 fnirly easy section can be got. After 
crot-~sing the Eastern Boyne, some rid,goy country 1ms to 
be c~rossod to opposite ::\lilton t-.tat.iou; t.IJence up the 
lloyne R1ver the country is 1lat, cro:;;sing the river. and 
joining t.he Gladstonc rou1.e at about 47 mileR. ~,ram 
Bm·orcn to tbe i7-mile the distan~e wonlct be about, 31 
miles. This route could, by croRsing 1 he Boym~ lower 
down, also join the alternative route np Riddle Creek. 
Bororen is 8 miles from Miriam Vale, and I 
understand this rontn would bP l;J: miles nearer 
to 1\liriam V ale and ti:} miles towards Bororen. 

The SRCRETARY J<'OI\ RAILWAYS: Is that a 
matter of gra:ve irnportance? 

Mr. l<'ISHER: Decidedly. Why did not the 
Government see their way clear to approve of 
their surveyor,s Rnggestions? 

The ISECHR'rARY !•'OR RAIL\\' AYR: The company 
had their own engineer and made their own 
survey. 

Mr. :FISHER: Then, where is that infor­
mation? All the correspondence was called for, 
and yet we have not had the information just 
given to us by the :Minister. How can we legis­
late unless we have all necessary information at 
our command? 

The SRCI\ETAI\Y l•'OR RAILWAYS: The. company 
asked for a railway from Miriam Vale to Glass­
ford Creek. Isn't that •milicient? 

Mr. I<'ISHETI: No. That may be sufficient 
for some hon. members on the other side; but it 
is the duty of every hon. mPmber to know what 
be is doing. It is r,ot sutlicient to say that a 
railway shall run from point to point. That was 
one of the most contentious issues raised in 
connection with the land-grant railways. I hope 
the House will insist upon having the information 
as to where thiR line is going; what it is going 
to do; whether it is going to "gerry1nander ''all 
over the country, or go from point to point. 
At any ratP, Mr. North, the surveyor, recom­
mends the Bororen route as the best to Glass­
ford Creek. There is a great deal of contentious 
matter in this Bill, and I am pleaserl to hear that 
the Minister for Railway" recognises that the 
clause in the Bill which enables the company to 
make their railway servants appear as working 
in the mines is to be eliminated or amended. I 
trust that if I have misunderstood the Govern­
ment in accusing them of having a policy to 
endeavour to reduce the status of working men 
of the colony that they will show emne !•roof of 
that. The best proof is not for the Government 
to put up men to say that these syndicates can 
work their lines chE·aper than Government lines 
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are worked ; but to bring down a policy th<tt 
will do what they are always crying out about­
give work to the unemployed and advance the 
interests of the public generally, The Govern­
ment seem to think that there is a grave neces­
sity for these private syndicates, but I say it is 
deplorable to see a whole Government captured 
bysyndicators. \Vehave seen an example lately 
of nnprincipled syndicators, and I am nc>t pre­
pared to truckle to any low syndicate schemes. 
I trust that the Government, having had these 

facts before them, will be exceed­
[10 [l.ln.] ingly careful in dealing with syndi-

c::ttes of every kind. Many of 
them are, as the Premier said, hnnourable and 
straightforward; hut it i" a kind of business that 
seems to create, if not to breed, an undesirable 
class of epeculators, who are prepared to do 
questionable things in order to get money. 

Mr. HAlCDACRE (Lcichhardt): Before deal­
ing with this Bill, I should like to take exception 
to an mteriection of the hon. member fur Bur­
nett with reg::trd to the railway men of this 
colony. In that interjection an insinuation was 
thrown out, wh•ether mtentionally or otherwise, 
which certainly needs refutation. It reminds me 
very much of a statement made by a Govern­
ment supporter at one time to the effect that 
when travdling along the railway he looked ont 
of the window, but ne,•er saw the railway ,men 
doing any work. They were always, he said, 
standing IJy the line when the train passed; as if 
they should be standing in the middle of the line 
working when a train went by! The hon. 
member for Burnett seems to have the idea that 
the rail way men of this colony are not doing 
sufficient work, and that it takes two men to do 
one man's work. 

Mr. KENT: I never said tl~at. I said they 
paid twu men to do the work of one man. 

Mr. HARDACRE: That amounts to the 
same thing, and I think it is only bir to say 
that on more than one occ::tsion the officers of the 
Railway Department have pmised the men for 
their services. Now, with regard to this Bill, 
whatever may be said as to the merits or 
demerits of this p::trticular line, it is open to the 
same general objection that has been advanced 
against the other private railways proposed by 
the Government. On the other hand, whatever 
may be said with regard to the other lines being 
remunerative, in my judgment this is one that 
cert::tinly ·will be remunerative, and that cer­
tainly ought to be built by the Government. 
There is no other railway in the whole bunch of 
these private railways that offers such induce­
ments for the Government to construct it as 
this one. 

Mr. NEWELL: The Mount Garnet Railway. 
Mr. HARD ACRE : I do not know much 

about the district in which that railway is pro­
posed to be built, and I am ouly going by the 
reports we have had submitted to the HouHe. 
Judging by those reports I say there is not one 
of the whole hunch of rail ways that is likely to 
be as remnnerative as the one now proposed, and 
I do not know of any railway proposed by the 
Government or asked for in any district which is 
as likely to be remunerative at an early date as 
this line to Glas,ford Creek. 'I'he country has 
great mineral resources, and great promise of 
settlement. The Secretary for Railways told us 
about the immense copper deposits in that dis­
trict, and the very great population that is likely 
to be settled there in a few years. The only objec­
tion he had was that while the lodes were valu­
able, copper deposits oftAn cut out. As a nJattc·r 
of fact it is copper deposits which do not cut ont. 
Copper as a rule is found in immense masses, 
and the deposits do not cut out like a small 
narrow reef of gold, but often extend very great 
distances, The Peak Dqwns c;:opper deposit is 

not cut out. As a matter of fact abnut two 
years ago a company was formed to rework the 
copper deposits in that diRtrict, and are at the 
present time doing some work in the mines, but 
there is grea,t trouble with regard to water. I 
was at .Mount Perry three weeks ago, and I 
know that there are some good copper deposits 
there at the present time, and I think that dis­
trict will become a very large mineral district 
in time. However, we have in connection with 
the proposed railway to Glassford Creek, such 
inducements offered for the construction of a 
rail way as ::tre not offered in connection with 
any of the other private railways submitted 
by the Government. \V e have been told over 
and over again about the large number of 
railways asked for all over the colony, anJ 
the cost has been put at £24,000,000. As a 
matter of fact every railway that has ever been 
prop<Jsed has been raked up in order to form 
a large list uf rail ways on paper, while, I suppose, 
you could count on two bands, almo>t un one 
hand, all the legitiruate railways that are likely 
to be constructerl, even if the Government had 
millions of money. A number of little railways, 
such as a line to Geebung or Gonmbungee, have 
been mentioned, but there is really no intention 
of constructing them, so that the building of this 
line by the Government would not take the 
money away from those railways. I should like 
to read a short description of the Glass ford Creek 
copper lodes. The Bnndccucrg lJictil says-

Situated in the mountain hcigllts of one of the 
roughest and hitherto most isolatetl spots in Queens­
land is the Glassfortl copper mines, a. plaee tlmt is 
becoming ]{nown, in name at any rate. thJ'Onghout the 
lengtll and breadth of Australia-a. place tliat will, in 
all probability, surmount in imp0rtaneo the great l\:Iount 
Mm·gan, and eclipse all the most wonderful mines in 
Australia. 

Mr. LllSINA: \Vhat do they get an inch for 
that? 

Mr. HARDACRE: I do not know what they 
get an inch, or whether it is put in as an adver­
tisement for the company, but I shall sbo1v 
directly that the description here given of the 
place is borne out by the Government Geolo~ist. 

Hs value at the present moment cannot be even 
roughly computed, nor can any idea of its enormHy be 
even roughly computed. One can onl\· imagine mile~ 
upon miles in extent of enormons mountaim; compo,:,cd 
of copper ore, some portions exces·;;ivcly rieh, and in 
other parb; yielding but the smallest percentage; but 
both quanti tiPs, taken at long distances apat·t, over lL 
length of many miles, all going to show that the whole 
is highly pay~Lble. 

That description iR borne out by the geologist's 
report, which mads like a prospectus, and be>trs 
out to the full the richness of the district. He 
says-

The syndirate hold 312 acres-viz., fonr leases, com­
prising altogether 253 acres, and a reward claim of 
lHO acres. '!'heir gronnd extends in a north and south 
direetion for a dista11ce of over 3-?l mile.s. The main 
portion of the deposit is a true lode. 
Further on, dealing with the shafts he went 
down, he sJeys-

These shaHs have proved a big lode down to an 
average depth of about 120 feet for a distance of 700 
feet in length. . . Immediately above the tnnnel 
the lode stands out as a big bluff on the eastern side 
of the hill. 
And his conclusion is as follows:-

It is only during the last twelve months that the 
s_yndicate lmve been prospectin~.; for CO]l}Wr, and 
nece:;;;sa.r1ly the work on so large a depo:sit, extending 
over such an arC<Ja of rough country, cannot have 
advanced very fa.r in tha,t time. Sufficient. however, 
has been done to show that the properties contain 
large deposits of payable ore. 
If that is the case, and if the statement of the 
Minister for Mines is b"rne out, that when this 
railway is built there will be a large population 
settled around there, and a township will grow 
up, then it will be a most prutitab!e thing for the 
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Government to build that railway. I have hearrl 
it said that it is anticipated that in three years 
there will be a population of 10,000 settled in that 
locality. \Ve know what has occurred at J\Ionnt 
l\Iorgan. l\Iount Morgan is a minin~ township 
of the same kind, with a population of some 
10,000, and the railway recently built there 
1eturned interest at no less than il per cent. on 
la:-;t yeal''s operation~. 

The CHJEF SECRETAHY: \Vhat about the rail­
way built to Mount Perry? 

Mr. HARD ACRE: I am pointing out that 
from the geologist's report, from the genentl 
description of the )Jiace, and from the Minister's 
own statements to-night, that this railway offers 
such inducements that should not only warrant 
the Government in building it, but should lead 
to it.s being the very first they put forward. 

The OHm•· SJWHWl'Al\Y: The reports concern­
ing Glassford Creek are as nothing compared 
with those about Tenningering, Mount Perry. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: Surely the reports with 
regard to Mount Perry were not ba~ed on the 
g-eologist's own personal visit, as ill this case. 
They were probably the prospectus or the report 
of some private company who had no other 
interest to serve excApt to float the mine. Here 
we have a report from our own special officer 
whose word can certainly be relied on. At any 
rate, the facts of the case show that, whether we 
believe the geologist's evidence or not, the c•lm­
panv believe it, and they believe it so firmly that 
they are willing to go to an enormous expense in 
order to build a rail way and work the mine. They 
are so convinced of the richness of the mineral 
deposit there that tl1ey are prepared to plank 
down a vast sum of money. \Ye have been 
tuld-and it is one of the strange arguments we 
are constantly hearing-that we are not offering 
this company much privileg-e. All the company 
require is simply to be allowed to construct 
the rail way, and it is not going to cost the 
country a single penny. Hon. members seem 
to think that this railway i., going to drop 
down from heaven, or spring up as a bubble 
from the earth. It is like one of those conjuring 
tricks we sometimes see. The conjurer takes a 
great number of things out of a small hat; they 
come from nowhere. Hon. 1oembers seem to 
think this railway is going to come from nowhere. 
Onr contention is that this will be the most 
costly way of building the railway. The colony 
must pay for it in some way or other. vVhen 
the Government builds a ra.ilway it brings out 
the money borrowed for the purpose in the 
shape of railway material. It gets the railway 
and ag-rees to pay a certain rate of interest over 
a number of years. The company will work in 
exactly the same way. They will get the rail­
way material and pay for it in the shape of 
interest, but that interest will come either out of 
the revenue from the railway or out of the 
pockets of the people of the colony in the end. 
Therefore thP colony as a whole must pay for 
this railway, only they will have to pay at a very 
much greater rate than if the Government built 
it. It is not a piece of legerdemain ; it is not a 
miracle ; it does not con.e out of nothing. Jt 
comes out of the pockets of the people of the 
colony. 

The CHIEP SECRETARY: Sup)Josingthe Govern· 
ment do not buy it? 

Mr. HARDACRE: \Vhetherthe Government 
build it or buy it, if it is built at all, and is 
re1uunerative, as we have every reason to believe 
it will, it will be far more costly to the colony 
than if it is built by the Government. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : That is an asser­
tion. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: Every statement is an 
assertion. The question is, is it a fact or not? 
:::was speaking about the privileges or concessions 

we are g1vmg the companies. As a matter of 
fact, we are giving them such great privileges 
that the companies can take those privileges and 
borrow all the money they want on the London 
market. They are going to take the asset we are 
giving them, e,nd borrow on that asset enough to 
build the railway. Now, assets, as a rule, are 
not of less value than the money which can be 
borrowed upon them. The Chillagoe Railway 
Company borrowed £3i50,000 on the concessions 
we gave them, so that we must have given them 
much more than £350,000 worth of the assets of 
the colony. 

Hon. D. H. DAI,RYii£PLE: They borrowed on 
the output of the mine. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Did we not give them 
that mine? 

Hon. D. H. DALI\Yli!Pr,J;;: No. 
Mr. HARD ACHE: I am not concerned in 

whether it was a mine within th~ definition of 
"mine" in the Mining Act, althongh I think 
that it would come within that definition. What 
I am concerned with is that it was on the strength 
of the valuable mineral resources which we gave 
to that company that they were able to go un to 
the home market and borrow the whole of the 
money they required to build their railway. The 
same thing will happen in connection with this 
line. If this company can borrow money on the 
concessions which we are giving it, we are giving 
it a most valuable privilege. 

The CHIE>' SECRETARY : They can borrow 
money on their own credit. 

Mr. HARDACRE : Of course they can, but I 
point out that the Chillagoe Company did not 
borrow money on their own credit, and the 
Chief Secretary knows very well that this cmu­
pany will not borrow on their own credit either. 
I have no objection to their borrowing money. 
It is a perfectly legitimate transaction to borrow 
money and pay interest on it, but I contend that 
they will take this concession which we are 
giving them as the chief eecurity they offer for 
the repayment of the money they borrow. In 
that case, the asset we give them must be of 
more value than the money they borrow, and in 
that case, by giving them this enormous con­
cession, we are really building the railway our­
selves, but in the most costly manner )JOssible. 
It is building the railway in an indirect way, 
something like the old system of farming 
out the collection of the taxes in :France to 
the highest bidder. And what did 'that lead 
to? It not only led to extortion, but it was the 
most clnmFy and costly manner of raising 
revenue that could ho devised. In the same way 
this indirect system of building rail ways is the 
most costly that we could adopt, and in the end 
will probably be ten times more costly than if 
we were to build it directly for ourselves. vVe 
have been told that we are against private 
enterprise, and that we do not wish to see people 
engaging in industries. Now, we do not object 
to private enterprise. I firmly believe in the 
old saying that he is a public benefactor who 
makes two blades of grass grow where only 
one grew before. It is the s"me with all 
industries, whether it is growing grass, establish­
ing factorieR, or building railways. I have not 
the slightest objection tc> even a company build­
ing a railway. What we do object to is not 
to private enterprise doing this, but to the 
monopoly which is involved in the proposal. It 
is a corr,bination of private enterprise and 
monopoly. vVe get contractors to build railways 
for us, and there is no objecti<>n to that. In that 
case we take over the rail ways whl n they are 
constructed, but in this esse we offer this com­
pany, among other concessions, the lease of the 
railway for half-a-century, and that, to my mind, 
is the chief objection to th" Bill. vVe have had 
examples of that sort of thing in the past history 
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of this colony. It is the traditional )Jolicy of 
hon. members on the other side. They sold 
the Darling Downs in the early history of the 
colony, later on they sold the Brisbane lands, 
tmd wilhin the last few years they sold our 
\Vestern and Central land•. It is the same 
principle in every respect. Every argument 
that is now employed in support of private 
rail ways applied to those other things. "Let 
us get the mom'y now, and it will create 
a temporary pros'perity, and afterwards the 
deluge!" \Ve have an exatHple of that in the 
history of the A.A. Company in New South 
\Vales. 'l'hat company obtained possession of 
the lands around Newcastle at :f.d. an acre on 
consideration that they did certain kinds of work, 
and l have no doubt the same arguments were 
then used that are being used now in connection 
with this proposal. \Yell, a few years ago they 
sold snme of those lands which they got for td. 
an acre for £10,000 an acre. We are going to 
do exactly the same thing over these proposals. 
I admit there will be some temporary gain, but 
we ought to have some regard to what may be 
said in half-a-century with regard to this pro­
posal. There may be some excuse for it now, 
bnt in another twenty or thirty years Glassfnrd 
Creek may be another Newcastle with a very 
large population. 

The CHIEJ<' SECRETAHY : You neither want 
population nor railways. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: By yonr plan you 
will certainly get no population. 

Mr. HARDACRE : I certainly want popula­
tion. I desire to see this country much more 
largely populated than it is now, and I desire to 
encourage every legitimate enterprise. But it is 
not industry that hon. members opJ•Osite are 
trying to encourage. It is what is antagonistic 
to industry. They are seeking to establish 
monopoly, which prevents industry and pro­
duction within the circle of its influence. This 
policy is not a new policy. It is the policy of 
thousands of years ago. It is the policy that 
was in vogue when the Roman citizen, with a 
high sense of the value of his citiz,mship, on 
returning from the wars beggared and hungry, 
sold himself as a slave in order to appease his 
momentary pangs of hunger. It is the old 
tradition of Esau, who sold his birthright for a 
mess of pottage. \Vith regard to the future, he 
sold certain things for a temporary gain. If we 
cannot build a railway to-day we may be ahle to 
build it to-morrow. I think Herbert Spencer 
and his apostle, Professor Fiske, of America, 
h;cve pointed out that it is only the lowest forms 
of life that think only of the present. The 
lower form of brute thinks only uf the gain of 
to-day. 

Mr. STEPHENSON : Thanks for the compliment. 
Mr. HARDACRE: If the cap fits the hon. 

member, he can wear it ; but I certainly did not 
intend any personal discourtesy at all. 

Hon. D. H. DALl\YMPLE: Some people think 
neither of the pre,ent nor of the future. 

Mr. HARIJACRE: It io only the lowest forms 
of intelligence that work only for to-day. The 
higher and more intelligent mammals work not 
only for to-day, but for to-morrow, and for next 
ye.ar, while the highest, and most intelligent-man 
-works not only for to-day and for next year, but 
for the future, when he himself may have passed 
away, and when he may be entirely forgotten. 
Here, to-day, we are thinking only of temporary 

gain. If there was in this Rill the 
[10'30 p.m.] right of repurchase, it would reduce 

my objection to the vanishing point, 
because then whatever evil there may be in it 
could b'O ovE'rcome m time. In leasing our lands 
we retain the power to resume at any time, and 
we should retain that power in this c~se, E'ven if 
we had to pay lO or 20 per cent. in 11ddition to 

the cost. There is no private railway in Australia 
in regard to which there is not the power of 
resumption after a certain period. In the 
Tasmanian Acts there is the right of resumption 
on paying the cost, and 20 per cent. in addition. 
That is a big amount; bnt it would make my 
objection smaller even if we coulcl repurchase 
at that cost. With regard to changing the p<>licy 
of the country, we have been twitted with our 
cast· iron platforrn, and it 1nay be interesting to 
inform !ton. members how the Labour party came 
to ho,ve a platform at all. It grew out of the 
fact that Sir Thomas 1\lcllwraitb, though he had 
distinctly promised both verbally and in writing 
that he would not, if elected, support land-grant. 
railways, was instruntental in passing through 
this House a very big land grant rail way Bill; 
also Sir Samuel Griffith disregarded his public 
pledge", and without consulting the electors 
turned round on his Polynesian policy. 

The SPJ<;AK~JR: Order! The question bdore 
the House is the second reading of the G lassford 
Creek Tramway Bill. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: I was trying to justify 
continuing a public policy to which members 
were pledged until the electors had an oppor­
tunity of saying whether or not it should be 
altered. It is sa.id that though we might be in 
favour of this Bill we cannot vote in its favour 
because we havp made certain pledges. \V e 
have found public men disregarding their puhlic 
pledges ; and we hold that a man should state 
distinctly what he means when he is elected, and 
that he should keep all his pledges. Surely, 
!ton. members consider their posilion one of 
public trust. If a a man undertakes a private 
trust he is required to enter into an engagement 
-there must be something tangible. 

Hon. D. H. DALRHIPLE: As a guarantee 
against dishonesty. 

Mr. HAHDACRE: It would be necessary-­
Hon. D. H. DALRHJPLE: For rogues, yes. 
Mr. HAHDACRE: The hon. member must 

surely think we are rogues when he twits ns with 
not daring to go back on our public pledges. 
\Vhat else could we be if we did go back on 
them ? I say that, hping in a position of public 
trust, having made pledges to support certain 
things because we believe in them, and to O[Jpose 
certain things because we disbelieve in them, ttnd 
having been eleclerl on those pledges, we ought, 
as honest men, to fulfil those pledges, until we 
have gone back again to those who elected us. 
\V e do not object to any change of policy, but 
what wo say is that if the people are to govern 
the colony, before there is a change members 
should go back and consult their masters who 
sent them here. Holding the views I have ex­
pressed, I enter my protest ago,in"t the second 
reading of this Bill. 

Mr. DIBLEY ( Woolioonga~!Ja): I beg to move 
the adjonrn.nent of the debate. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
think there is plenty of time to finish the debate 
to·night. I am most anxious to get this Bill 
through and get on with the business of the 
country. \Ve are here to do business, not to 
waste time in this way. 

Mr. REID : vV e only started this at 7 o'clock. 
The S.l!JCRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: We 

have wasted qnite enough time. 
MEMBERS on ·the Govemment side: Hear, 

hear! 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 

think it is the duty of the House to get this 
business passed through to-night. 

Mr. BowMAN: It is very unreasonable. 
Mr. BROWNE : I thoroughly agree with the­

ban. gentleman as to the anxiety to get on with 
the business of the country, and if we bad not 
been so long occupw<l with business which the 
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hon. gentleman has just admitted is not business 
of the country, we would have done much better. 
I think there is a great deal of reasm1 in this 
motion for the adjournment of the debate. \Ve 
ha-ve had only a little over three hours' discussion 
upon this very important measure. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: The session 
will soon he over. 

Mr. BROWNE : ·whose fault is that? Is it 
not the fault of hon. gentlemen who were 
stumping the country electioneering and banrruet­
ting until the latter end of July. We had 
nothing to do with delaying the meeting ot 
Parliament until that time. \Ve have had 
nothing to do with the bringing in of this busi­
ness which is not the business of the count-ry 
and about which even members on the Govern­
ment side h:we complained, that one Bill is 
piled in on top of another. I have time after 
time pleaded that the real business of the 
country should be gone on "ith, but the Govern­
ment have told us "No; the coun~ry's business 
must come to a stanclstill because certain syndi­
cates, are running us, and we must do as they 
tell us." 

'l'he SPEAKER : Order, order ! 
Mr. BROWNE: \Ve have practically been 

told that by hon. gentlemen them se! ves. 
The SPEAKER : Order, order ! 
Mr. BROWNJ~ : I admit that the Premier has 

acted fairly courteously, and on my part I have 
done rny best to try to curtail debate, but to say 
that after three hours' discussion, in a house of 
seventy-two members, all that can be said on an 
i'nportant mea,ure like this has been said is 
pbinly unreasonable. The Secretary for Rail­
ways has told ns that instead of giving these 
people 2, iJ(iO acres, as provided by the Bill, we 
are to give them only 416 acre•, and I do not 
think 10 per cent. of hon. members have read 
the Bill. 

'fhe SPEAKE!t : Order! The hon. member 
will pertuit me to <!raw his attention to the fact 
that the question before the House is the adjourn­
ment of the dehftte. 

Mr. BIW\VNE: I think this inrlecent haste 
should not be shown in rushmg business through 
the House. 

The SRCRB;TARY FOR HAILWAYtl: Rushing! 
\Ye have been two months at it. 

Mr. BRO\VNJ~: vVe have been about three 
honrs di>cussing a Bill of this importance. 

The SIWRJoo'l'ARY b'OR HAILWAY8: It cunld be 
done in an honr. 

Mr. BRO\VN.B~: The whole busineF~ of the 
House and the country could be done in an hour, 
to suit the hon. gentleman. Of course the 
business is in the hands of the leader of the 
Hon,e, but I think we should at least have 
to-morrow to discuss this Bill. The hon. 
!Y!Pmber for vVonlloongabba, who has moved the 
adjournment, does not take up much nf the time 
of the House, and those who have s!'oken might 
be satisfierl; those who have not spoken should 
be considered. I think the motion reasonable, 
and will support it. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: It is true that we have 
only discussed this Bill for about three hours to­
night, but. whose fault is it that the whole day 
has been lost in discussing a matter there was no 
necessit.y to discuss at all. If the leader of the 
Opposition asked the Premier what steps he in­
t,·nded to take in connection with the North 
Chillagoe business, he would have g''t the answer 
that he has got, that it is intended to have it 
thoroughly investigated, and there would have 
been an end to it. Instead of that, member after 
member on the other side got up and expressed 
his opinion about it. Hon. members opposite 
advooate eight hgur~ wvrk for the day, and now 

they wanted to go borne to their little beds after 
doing only six hours work. \Ve might very well 
go on for another two or thl"ee hours over this. 

Mr. J,ESINA (Ciermont): I think there is an 
urgent necessity for the debate to be adjrmrned. 
If we pass this· Riii, we affirm a principle, and 
before we do that, we should have a more corn­
plete and comprehensive discussion than we have 
had to-night. That being so. I think we should 
adjourn now, and continue the discussion to­
morrow. 

The PREMIER : There is no one more 
anxious to go to bed than I am. 

Mr. REm: Hear, hear! Let us adjourn. 

The PREMIEU : If this had been the third 
of the syndicate Biiis it might be unreasonable 
to expect, to close the discussion to-night, but this 
is the fifth Biii, and we have discussed the 
principle over and over and over again. To my 
mind these Bills are almost the same, though 
they are not exactly sinnlar. \Ve have bad a 
fair debate upon this one, and we shall have 
plenty of time to discuss it in committee, I 
shall be quite satisfied if the leader of the Oppo­
sition will tal<e only two nights to discms this in 
committee. 

Mr. BowMAN : You are very easily satisfied. 

The PREMU~R: I am afraid I shall be dis­
appointed. I think we may as well get rid of 
this second reading and get into committee on 
some of these Bills. If we finish this one now, 
we can take the Oallide Creek Bill in committee 
to-morrow. 

Mr. REID (Eno(J(/Crct): I am astonished at 
the Government insisting on getting this Bill 
through to-night. I do not think there has been 
any unn~cemmry discussion. This afternoon's 
bu:siness was rh,ther hnpnrtant frmn a Qneen!::i­
land point of view, and I do nqt think this side 
can he accused of wasting any time, after the 
Premier had given his promise to have the !Jer­
petrators of this busine's prosecuted, if there 
was any possible way of getting at them, and 
if not, to have an inrruiry. This Bill was 
startPd at a quarter-past 7 o'clock, and after 
the Minister for Hailways had spoken I do 
not think any long speeches were delivered. 
There are still several members interested in the 
Biil, and they desire to speak ; and three or four 
speeches could not very well be compressed within 
an h<>ur. I know that some members, thinking 
they would have an opportunity of speaking to­
morrow, left, and now we hear that the Govern­
ment are going to force the Bill through. I 
think it will be an injustice to the Minioters, who 
have to look after their respective departments, 
to keep them here until the debate is finished, if 
it is decided to conclude it to-mght. I do not 
think the Government ought to expect a measure 
like this to go through in one night. No Govern­
ment in Queensland has ever expected such a 
thing before, and I am sure if the present Go­
vernment were over here, and we WAre unfortuw 
nate enough to be in their places, they would not 
allow us to get an important Bill like this through 
in three hours. 

The SECRETARY !<'OR RAILWAYS: You have 
been discussing it for two months. 

Mr. R:EID: \\Te have not been discuseingtbis 
Bill more than three hours; and there seem to 
be several alterations in this Bill. There are 
several others who deoire to speak, and that is our 
argument why this debate should be adjourned. 
I think the Government are expecting too much. 

They should certainly recognise the 
[11 p. m.] reasonableness of the req nest that 

has been made, and not sit after 11 
o'clock. Considerable progress has been made 
this evening. 

'l'he PREMIER: No progress has been made. 
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Mr. REID : Considering the nature of the 
business brought forward, I think great progress 
has been made. The Premier must know that 
such a spicy thing as the North Chillagoe busi­
ness could have been made much more of bv the 
Opposition if they had wi;hed, but they 'hctve 
been reasonable and have devoted three hours to 
the Gla~sford Creek Tramway Bill. It is very 
unreasonable to spring upon members such a 
surprise as that the Government want to finish 
the second reading of this Bill to-night, consider­
ing the understanding among many members that 
a division would not be taken. If the Govern­
ment insist upon going on further to-night 
they must, of course, take the responsibility 
upon their own shoulders. Members of the 
Opposition have tried to facilitate business. 
Personally speaking, although I have been very 
quiet on all these private railway Bills, and have 
been very reasonable, yet, if the measure is going 
to be forced down my throat, I am going to be 
unreasonable. You may persuade me, but I will 
not have anything thrust down my throat. The 
Government are certainly likely to make more 
progress with their business if they act reason­
ably, and adjourn at a fairly early hour. 

'l'he SECRETARY l!'OR RAILWAYS: There is 
nothing to prevent your going home. 

Mr. REID: No; but the Opposition have a 
duty to perform, and are not prepared to go 
home. Several hon. members assured me before 
going away to-night that the debate would not 
terminate, and I therefore trust the Government 
will, at all events, keep faith with what seems to 
have been an understanding on their part and 
adjourn the debate. 

Mr. McDONNELL (Fortitude Valley): I 
know that members on both sides have gone 
away under the belief that a division would not 
be taken to-night. I d3 not think the Govern­
ment can complain about the progress of business 
up to the present time. The Premier has met us 
very fairly, and business has been conducted to 
the satisfaction of the House in general. Still, I 
think to-night we are asked to do too much, when 
it is suggested we should pass this Bill after three 
hours' discussion. I h:we not opened my mouth 
on any of these syndicate railways--not because 
I am not as strongly opposed to them as my 
colleagues on this side of the House-but this is a 
Bill I had an idea of saying something about. 
Being satisfied, however, that the debate would 
not close to-night, I have made no preparation. 
Still, if the J.overnment persist in forcing the 
Bill through I shall be obliged to talk. I was 
amuserl at the indignation expressed by the 
member for Cook at the waste of time that 
he says has taken place. I do not think that 
time was by any means wasted by the discussion 
we had early this afternoon. On the contrary, I 
think it will prove most profitable. I know at 
least three members who have paired on the 
understanding that the Government would not 
force this Bill through, and one member on the 
Government side assured me that there was no 
intention of finishing it at this sitting. As busi­
ness has, so far, gone on in such an amicable 
manner, I hope the Premier will not persist in 
his present intentions. I have no doubt we will 
be able to come to a division to-morrow. It has 
been contended that the principle of the Bill has 
already been discussed on the other private rail­
way Bills, but we must remember that this 
measure contains one or two principles different 
to its predecessors, and it is necessary that they 
should be fully discussed. And even if the 
principle had been fully discussed, so strong is 
the feeling on this side against Bills of this 
nature that we cannot repeat too often our 
condemnation of the policy of the Government 
in respect to legislation of this character. 
I don't think the Government have any reason 

1900-4A 

to complain ; on the contrary I think they should 
be grateful for the moderate discussion that has 
taken place :m this measure. There was con­
siderably more discussion on the Chillagoe Bill. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. MolJONNELL: Under all the circum­

stances, I trust the Premier will agree to adjourn 
this debate. 

Mr. HIGGS (Fortitude Valley): I hope the 
Government do not intend to force the second 
reading of this Bill through thi;;; evening. If 
hon. members opposite think that by their 
leaving the Chamber they will upset my equi­
librium, they are very much mistaken. I sup­
pose this is the penalty we have to pay for our 
attack this afternoon. I submit that this is not 
the time to force a Bill of this nature through­
in the dead of night, when wild beasts commence 
to prowl, and when thieves and robbers go about. 

Hon. D. H. DALRY1!PLE : And when editors 
are at work. 

Mr. HIGGS : This may seem a suitable time 
to hon. members opposite to fully discuss this 
Bill ; but I don't think so. 

Mr. STEW ART: Suitable for syndicates. 
Mr. HIGGS : I suppose it is. There is a very 

great contrast in the method of dealing with 
public and private syndicate business. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. HIGGS : Although dealing with very 

important business, the House adjomned at 10'30 
last Friday night, but to-night we are being 
forced to sit all night. We have been charged 
with wasting time; but if we are to conserve our 
energies to oppose these proposals of the Govern­
ment, we should have reasonable hours for 
recreation and sleep. We should have time to 
read all the available literature in the library, in 
the School of Arts and other institutions oa this 
important matter. How is it possible for us to 
argue on this Bill, unless we read up all the 
literature to be obtained? 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: You want to ad­
journ for a fortnight if that is your condition. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : Adjourn for six 
weeks, if you like. 

Mr. HIGGS: I .trust the Mephistopheles of this 
House will keep his interjections to himself. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: That term applies 
more to you than to myself. 

Mr. HIGGS: The other night the hon. gentle­
man took exception to my attire. 

-The SPJ<~AKER: Order ! I would call the 
hon. member's attention to the question before 
the House. 

Mr. HIGGS: We shall require to consult the 
statutes of the old country and endeavour to see 
if this Bill contains ample provisions that will 
protect the public. Hon. members opposite may 
have a flimsy idea of their duty, but our sense of 
duty is so keen that we feel that we want time 
to learn all about this Bill. I have not even 
read the Bill through, and I think other hon. 
members are in the same position. We on this 
side cannot be charged with wasting the time of 
the House. The Premier anticipated that the dis­
etlssion on the Financial Statement would take 
three weeks, but it only lasted two or three days. 
'Ne know that after 12 o'clock the reporters will 
cease to take notes of the discussion. 

Mr. STEPHENSON: It is to be hoped so. 
Mr. HIGGS : At 12 o'clock on last Thursday 

night I was offering pearls of great price to hon. 
members opposite--

The SPEAKER : Order, order! 
Mr. HIGGS : But the reporters ceased to 

report my remarks after 12 o'clock. I wish to 
get my opinions in opposition to this Bill recorded 
in Hansard. What is the reason for our not 
being fully reported after 12 o'clock? Do the 
Government think that our arguments are pene­
trating into the hearts of the people--
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MEMBERS on the Government 8ide : Oh, oh ! 
and laughter. 

Mr. HIGGS : And, therefore, they want to 
shut out mouths-to prevent the reporters taking 
down our arguments. In justice to the public, 
if the Premier is going to force this. business 
through to-night, I think some arrangement 
should be made for our speeches to be taken 
down. My constituents desire to hear my reasons 
in opposition to this Bill ; and how will 
they know my position if my remarks are 
not recorded? 'l'he newspapers have not suf­
ficient spttce in which to place my few observa­
tions, especially after the debttte this ttfternoon. 
There are thirty-two clauses in this Bill, contain­
ing most import:>nt provisions, and if the Go­
vernment are going to force the Biil through, I 
suppose the only thing we can do is to oppose 
them with all the force at our command, which 
unfortunately is only wind. The Premier has 
said that no progress has been made to-day. 
Does not that bear out whttt I said, that the 
promised committee of inquiry would be of no 
use? The hon. member for Mitchell, who does 
not take up much of the time of the House, 
wisheB to speak on this measure, but he will be 
debarred from doing so because the Minister 
desires to force the Bill through to-night. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: And from voting, too ; I 
arranged that with the hon. member for Toombul 
before tea. 

Mr. HIGGS: When the Premier wishes to 
get a Bill through at a particular time, he 
usually gives us some intimation beforehand, 
but he has not done so in this instttnce, because, 
I suppose, he is angry at what took plttce in the 
Chamber earlier in the evening, and is going to 
punish us for it. Reference has been made to 
the Trades Hall--

The SPEAKER : Order ! I must ttsk the 
hon. gentleman to confine his remarks to tbe 
question before the House. 

Mr. HIGGS: I have no desir8 to infringe, 
but the disorderly interjections made by hon. 
members opposite draw me off the track. 

Mr. STEPHENSON: I did not hear any member 
say anything about the Trade0 Hall. 

Mr. HIGGS: The hon. member only hears 
wheon it suits him. However, I trust that if the 
Premier proposes to force this Bill through to­
night he will make arrangements to give us the 
services of the reporters to place in Hansa?'!l the 
reasons we advance against the passage of this 
Glassford Creek tramline. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE (lrfnclwy): I was 
under the impression that we might just as well 
be going on with business. Hon members have 
3poken of the Premier wishing to force this Bill 
through. The,Premierneversttidhewished to force 
the Bill through. \Vhatwassaid wasthatwe might 
just as well be discussing the Bill, because time is 
short and tongues are long. \Ve have been 
twelve weeks in session, and I venture to say 
that if it is possible to assert that busines;; has 
been done it is a very small amount of business 
for twelve weeks. 

Mr. REm : Whose fault is that? 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: We have only 

about two months before Christmas, and unless 
we proceed at a more rapid mte it is quite impos­
sible that the business that the country expects 
us to do can be done by that time. As to whose 
fault it is that very little busim"s htts been done, 
I think the hon. member for Enoggem need not 
go far to discover whose fault it is in the main. 
Attention has been called by the Press to the 
enormous amount of talk which has been monopo­
lised by hon. members opposite. 

)v.J:r, REID : Oply the Caur-?er does that, 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE : The hon. 
member can challenge the Press, but I have not 
the least desire to challenge that statement-the 
truth of which is borne out by a reference to 
Hansnnl. 

The SPEAKER: The question is that the 
debate on the second reading of the Bill now 
before the House be adjourned, and the debate 
should be confined to that question. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: My argument 
is that in consequence of a vast amount of time 
httving been taken up already, we shall no longer 
have a great deal of spare time, and th11t it 
is therefore necef::,"ary to utilise the thne we 
have, even if we have to sit a little late, and I 
thought that in advancing that ttrgument I was 
not out of orde;·. If :Ministers themselves do not 
complain of sitting late, I do not think it de­
volves .on the hon. member for Enoggem to 
suggest that the House shonld protect .Ministers 
ttgainst themselves. One argument which has 
been ad VP,nced why this debate should be ad­
journed is that several memberg who desirerl 
to speak on the question have goue away. 
The hon. member who spoke last waxed abso­
lutely pathetic when be alluded particularly to 
the hon. member for 1\Iitchell a.o desiring to 
speak. I really cannot cred1t that thttt hon. 
member is seized with an overwhelming desire 
to speak on t!,is qn stion, because the hon. 
member for l\litchell does not a8 a rule rush into 
quarrels with which h8 has very little concern. 

Mr. REm: This railwa;' is in his district. 
Hos. D. H. DALR Y?lll:'LE: I am nnt aware 

that it in any way affects his electorate. But 
the object of hon. members opposite in con­
tinuing the debttte is not to go to a division. 
Nothing is more phin than that reasonable 
people can have very little more to say on this 
matter, seeing that five other Bills of a similar 
character have already been discuvsed by the 
House. If hon. members opposite have any­
thing more to say on the principles of these Bills, 
that is really admitting that they have been 
either very negligent or very dull of com­
prehenRion. 

Mr. DAWSON: Do you look upon the Press as 
your jockey ? 

HoN. D. H. DALRYJ\JPLE: If I am e~­
pected to confine myself to the subject before 
the House, I think hon. members who t.d<e it 
upon themselves to interject should comply with 
the same rule, and not lllake interjections which 
have no earthly relevance to the subject. I do 
not object to intelligent interjections ; the diffi­
culty is to get them. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Ho!'r. D. H. DALRYMP:LE : lf I may be 

allowed to continue my remarks as 
[11'30 p.m.] to whether the deLate shall be 

adjourned or continued I shall do 
se. The hon. member, :Mr. Higg J, has he en 
good enough to supply me with umterittl. That 
hon. mernber's reason for not continuing the 
debate was that it should not go on-and there 
was no indication of dissent from hon. members 
who usually work with him-until he had rud 
all the books on the subject be could possibly 
find in the library. We are asked to stop busi­
ness until that hon. member can fill himself up 
with >tll the lore he may be ttble to discover in 
the library here or in the School of Arts. It 
seems to me th<tt hem. members who Lke that 
view cannot be serious, c•nd that they are turning 
the business of the country into a romewhat 
laboured joke. 

Mr. DA wsoN : Do you object to inform:<tion? 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I do not: I 

welcome it. The difficulty is to get any m.ore 
information on subjects which have been st>tted 
by the Press to be dettd hor··0'·, nor do I expect 
that I' single fresh argument will be offered 
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against this Bill that has not been offeved dozens 
of times already. If it is sairl this Bill differs in 
some details from the other Bill", that would be 
a very good reason for a discussion in committee, 
but unless hon. m em hers are prepared to offer 
some variation in the objections which they have 
already urged against the principle of these Bills 
they might as well paBs the second reading, and 
deal with details in committee. But if hon. 
members urge that they are going to bring up a 
variation in the arguments they have used so far 
I can only say I do not in the least expect that 
that assertion will be justified by what we shall 
hear. Nothing can be more plain than that all 
the objections brought against this Bill are 
precisely the same old objections. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I am endeavour­

ing to show that the country will not be benefited 
by our stopping the discu'' ion. A great dc~l of 
time has been occupied this afternoon by a debate 
on the adjournment of the House, and that is one 
reason why we should be more diligent now. 
But we are asked to adjourn this debate, 
not because an hon. member wants to con­
sult a dictionary or some other interesting book 
in the library, but because the hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley wishes to read up every­
thing bearing on the subject--a task which 
would probably take him several months. \Ve 
have been the whole of this day, and we 
have done very little for a day's work. That 
more has not been done to-day is owing to the 
motion for adjournment this afternoon. After 
the statement of tbe Premier that the matter 
wonld be t~ken into comideration, and that it 
had already been submitted to the Crown Law 
Officers for an opinion, all the subsequent debate 
was unnecessary. 

The SPEAKER : Order, order ! 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: Well, if I am 

out of order, I regret it, but I was endtavouring 
to show that time had been taken up in the past 
with very little result. If, during the first part 
of the session we waste time, it is necessary to be 
industrious during the remaining part of the 
session. 

Mr. DAWSON: \Vhat is the object of the 
stonewall? 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE : The stonewall, 
I take it, is being erected on the other side. '.rhe 
interests of the country have been cCJmmitted to 
our charge, and it is our duty to look after those 
interests honestly, faithfully, and laboriously, 
and, when such important matters as we have to 
consider this session engage our attention, we 
should endeavour-even at the cost of a little 
personal inconvenience-to put through that 
business. It io not very long since the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley talked till ba!f-past 
1 in the morning, and on that occasion hon. 
members opposite were not desirous of lying 
comfortably on their beds as they are this even­
ing. Hon. members on the other side appear to 
claim for themselves something that they will 
not allow to hon. members on this side in that 
respect. There is no particular reason why we 
should be here, except that we desire to attend 
to our duty. 

The SPEAKBJR: Order ! I must remind the 
hon. mero her that the question before the House 
is-" That the debate be adjourned." 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPI.E : I think it is 
advisable that we should go on with public 
business, and the reasons which have been given 
for adjourning the debate are lamentably weak. 
It is no reason to adjourn the debate to say that 
somebody else may want to speak. If the hon. 
member for Mitchell, for instance, desires to air 
his eloquence, there is nothing in the world to 

prevent him doing so. The Speaker is ~n the 
chair and the unfortunate reporters are m the 
gallery. 

Mr. HEm : Why are you keeping them there? 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: On Thursday 

laot the unfortunate reporters were kept there 
till half-past 1 in the morning, and it is nothing 
like as late as that yet. I have endeavoured to 
show that the arguments of hon. members 
opposite are quite insufficient to justify their 
unwillingness to proceed with a debate of such 
importance. 

Mr. REm : Y on try it. You will never forget 
it if you do. 

Mr. McDONALD: At this late hour, I 
certainly must protest again~t this. stonewalling 
by the hon. gentleman. It IS a deliberate waste 
of time. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: What about the hon. 
member who preceded me? 

Mr. MaD ON ALD : None of the hon. members 
who preceded the hon. gentleman spoke for more 
than five minutes. Vve could have taken a 
division, and seen whether hon. members were 
desirous of adjourning the debate or not, but, 
instead of that, the hon. gentleman kept ns here 
for no less than forty minutes. It appeared to 
me that he was talking merely to fill up the 
time, so that anyone else who spoke would not 
have a chance of being reported. If you are 
going to have the speeches reported after 12 
o'clock I would as soon see it finished as the hon. 
gentleman ; but it is unfair to ask for the 
debate to be finished when nobody will be 
reported. Those who deliver speeches on 
the Bill think they are of sufficient importance 
to g-et into Hansard, and if they are not reported 
while the Speaker is in the chair, the speeches 
will be repeated over and over again, till they do 
get into Hansanl, and instead of occupying two 
hours on the second reading, they will occupy 
four honrs very likely in committee. It would 
have been an act of courtesy for the Premier to 
have told the leader on this side, that he wanted 
to come to a division to-night. The general 
impression until about 9 or half-past 9 was that 
the debate was to be carried on till about half. 
past 10 or 11. Surely it is not seriously con­
tenrled that we should go on because we have 
made no progress. 

Hon. D. H. DALRY1!PLE: The progress is very 
small for three months. 

Mr. McDOXALD : I think we have made 
good progress. I challenge the hon. member to 
show any instance in the Queensland Parliament 
where so many contentious measures have been 
introduced in one session. I think it would be 
better to adjourn the debate now, and it can be 
finished >Jt a reasonable hour to-morrow. If the 
Premier insists upon going lln now, members on 
both sides will get their backs up, and that is not 
at all desirable. 

Mr. STBPHENSON : This question of the 
adjournment of the debate has two 

[12 p.m.] sides to it. Members on this side 
are sent here to attend to the busi· 

ness of the country, and it is about time we set 
ourselves squarely to work and transacted some 
business. Parliament does not consist of the 
Opposition side alone ; hon. members on this 
side have rights as well as hon. gentlemen oppo­
site. I do not think that hon. members on this 
side are likely to be deterrect by the argument of 
the hon. member for Flinders that this course 
will lead to ill-fealing, because we know that, if 
hon. members opposite can bring it about, we 
shall have that. ill-feeling whether we do any 
business or not. I think the Government are 
adopting a proper course in deciding to take a 
vote on this measure to-night, and I hope this 
is only an earnest of a resolute determination to 
press on with the business in future. 
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Mr. BROWNE: Hear, hear ! We were waiting 
for that proclamation by deputy of what 
Ministers were not game to say for themselves. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I think it very unreason­
able to expect a Bill of this kind to go through 
with three hours' discussion when there are 
members on both sides who desire to speak upon 
it. The other Bills of this character were dis­
cussed for two days. Are the Government afraid 
of this Bill, or what does it mean, when they 
are wishing to force it through in three hours? 

At ten minutes past 12 o'clock, 
The SPEAKER left the chair, and resumed at 

1 o'clock. 
Mr. MAXWELL argued that in view of the 

progress which had been made dur­
[1 a.m.] ing the session, a measure of this 

kind should not be forced through 
in one evening. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY considered that 
there had beer. an unwarrantable waste of time 
in discussing the question of adjournment. This 
kind of thing was turning the deliberations into 
a fiasco. It was degrading one of the grandest 
institutions we possessed, and belittling the Par­
liament of Queensland, which had held the 
position of one of the most dignified assemblages 
on this island continent. He hoped that better 
counsels would prevail. 

Mr. TURLEY claimed that many members 
desired to speak upon the question, and they had 
the right to express their opinions without it 
being said that they were degrading or lowering 
the dignity of Parliament. 

At 1'20 a.m., 
Mr. McDONALD called attention to the state 

of the House. 
Quorum formed. 
Mr. TURLEY, continuing his remarks, men­

tioned that it was unreasonable to attempt to 
force the measure through, without giving hon. 
members, who desired to speak, and represent 
not only their views, but those of the people 
they represented, an opportunity to speak. 

Mr. BOWMAN denied that there had been 
any waste of time on his side of the HouRe, but 
now he was there, and if the Government were 
so anxious to press this measure through he was 
prepared to stop there all day, and the Govern­
ment would see whether they would be. any 
further forward than if they had granted the 
adjournment. He was satisfied that the Bill 
would not go through without opposition. 

Mr. KIDSTON wa;; surprised at the action of 
the Premier. At the time the adjournment was 
asked for it was a very reasonable reque&t to 
grant. 'The progress which had been made with 
these Bills had been largely due to the good­
natured way in which the l'remier had conducted 
the discussion, and he thought the hon. gentle­
man was making a mistake in now attempting 
to force this Bill down their throats. He pro­
tested against that being done. He recognised 
that this matter could not be settled with rose­
water, and sooner or later they would have to 
contest it, and when that contest came he was 
quite prepared for ib. He thought the Premier 
was acting unwisely in forcing it on. He denied 
that there had been any great waste of time 
during the session. 

Mr. FISHER argued that there was no 
urgency in the matter, and he appealed to the 
Premier to grant another day for the discussion 
of the Bill. If hon. members could not get a 
hearing in the House, the only alternative they 
would have would be to address the people from 
the public platform. · 

Mr. STEW ART regretted that the Premier 
had not seen his way to grant the reasonable 
request which had been made for an adjourn­
ment. He resented the imputation by the Chief 
Secretary that th!ly were attempting to degrade 

Parliament. There was no degradation in free 
and full discussion ; the degradation would come 
on when there was an attempt to apply the t;ag. 
One reason why he supported the adjournment 
of the debate was that he was a believer in the 
eight-hour system; 'another reason was that he 
saw that most of the hon. members opposite 
were asleep, and that struck him as a peculiar 
method of legislating. 

Mr. KERR pointed out that the only result 
of the refusal of the adjournment would he that 
the time would be spent in u~eless talk. He 
believed it would be far better both for them­
se! ves and for the progress of the business if 
they went to their homes. The present pro­
ceedings were a waste of time and a waste of 
energy. 

Mr. RYLAND did not think it was possible 
for hon. members to do their work properly if 
they were kept sitting for an unreasonable 
penod. 

Mr. HARD ACRE pointed out that these all­
night sittings were productive of no good. He 
would favour a limitation of the hours during 
which the House could sit. 

At 3 o'clock, 
Mr. RYLAND called attention to the state 

of the House. 
The SPEAKER stated he was satisfied that 

there was a quorum within the precincts of the 
House. 

Mr. FITZGERALD pointed out that out of 
five railwa,y Bills he had only spoken on the 
Callide Bill, and he claimed the right to speak 
on this Bill at a reasonable hour in the day. 
Personally he had informally paired with the 
member for Toombul, and could not vote if the 
Government pressed the question on the House. 
He wished, therefore, his position clearly 
understood, because when the division bell rang 
he should be in duty bound to walk outside the 
bar. He contended that the Independent party 
in the House, who had announced their intention 
of treating each private railway on its merits, 
should be given an opportunity of discussing that 
matter. 

The SPEAKER : I must invite the attention 
of the hon. member to the question before the 
House. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: Referring to the general 
question of railway construction by private com­
panies--

The SPEAKER : I must again request the 
hon. member to confine his remarks to the motion 
for the adjournment of the debate. 

Mr. FlTZGERALD again dealt with merits 
of various railway proposals. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must 
confine his remarks to the motion for adjourn­
ment and not transgress the rules on this subject. 

Mr. FITZGERALD appealed to the Premier 
to permit the adjournment to take place. 

Question-That the debate be adjourned--put; 
and the House divided:-

AYEs, 16. 
Messrs. BrJwne, Stewart, Dibley, Kerr, Maxwell, 

I~esina, Ryland, Re id, Kids ton, Fisher, M cDonnell, 
Higgs, Dawson, :IYicDonald, I-Iardacre, and Bowman. 

No1o~s, 21. 
:M~ssrs. Foxton, Rutledge, Phi1p, Dickson, ::\Inrray, 

Dalrymple, O'Connell, Stodart, Kent, Hanran, Lord, 
BridgeR, Campbell, Forsyt.h, Grimes, Stcpbenson, Story, 
Hamilton, 1\Iackintosb, Armstrong, and Newell. 

PAIRS. 

Ayes-"lfessrs. Jackson, Jenkinson, Gla£:~ey, Groom, 
Fogarty, Tu1•1ey, W. Hamilton, and IV. Thorn. 

Noes-)1essrs. Bartholomew, Ourtis, Boles, F01·rest, 
Smith. G. Thorn, Call an, and 11foore. 

Hesolved in the negative. 
Mr. HIGGS : Although totally unfit to ad­

dr~ss the House at that hour in the morning, 
still he must do bis duty to his consti tu en ts, 
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At twenty-five minutes to 4, 
Mr. Gm;uEs took the chair as Deputy Speaker. 
Mr. HIGGS : Pointed to the danger of no 

provision being made in the Bill preventing 
members of Parliament from holding shares in 
the company either for their own benefit or in 
trust for others. 

At 3'45 a.m., 
Mr. KERR called attention to the state of 

the House. 
Quorum formed. 
Mr. HIGGS quoted at length from a speech 

by Sir Samuel Griffith in opposition to privately­
owned railways. He pointed to the numerous 
clauses in the Railway Acts of Great Britain 
providing for the protection of the public, and 
the absence of all such proviRions from the Bill 
under discussion. He urged the withdrawal of 
the _Bi_Il and the r~casting of it, to prevent the 
unlrm1ted talk whwh would take place in com­
mittee. 

Mr. MoDONNELL rose to a point of order. 
The hon. member was orderly debating the :Bill, 
and could not be heard in consequence of the 
noise going on on the other side of the Chamber. 
He would refer the Deputy Speaker to Standing 
Order 117. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: It appears to 
me th>tt through the protracted sitting some hon. 
members are sleeping, and breathing rather hard. 
He could not see that that was in contravention 
of Standing Order 117. 

Mr. HIGGS : He wished to refer to another 
important departure from the policy of the 
State in allowing private persons to construct 
and maintain telegraphic and telephone lines. 
The control of those matters would shortly be 
handed over to the Federal Government, and the 
provisions contained in the Bill in that respect 
were therefore distinctly anti-federal. One of 
the most important objections he had to the Bill 
was the tremendous danger of immense indus­
trial upheavals arising out of the inevitable 
oppression of the syndicates. The agitation 
which had been going on in Great Britain for 
some years past for the acquirement by the State 
of all rail ways should make them pause before 
departing from a railway system which had 
undoubtedly been a success, and which had led 
to splendid development throughout the colony. 
Another strong argument which he would 
ad vane~ in favour of State as opposed to pri· 
vate ra1l ways was that the two keenest com­
petitom of Great f3ritain-Germany and Belgium 
-owned and mamtamed two of the finest State 
railway s:y:st~ms in the world. The reports of all 
the comm1sswns went to show that preferential 
rates were granted to private syndicates against 
the interests of home producers. Large com­
panies might subsidise smaller companies in 
order to prevent these small companies from 
competing with them. 'With regard to preferetl· 
tial rates, the President of the English Board of 
Trade said recently that the present state of 
things could not la.gt, as these syndicate com­
panies were straining the patience of the public. 
The Government could not expect good treat· 
ment from these syndicate companies. They 
would put the screw on when they desired 
and make all their profits out of the public. 
It is misleading to- say that we paid two 
men for doing one man's work. \Ve worked 
our State railway employees at reasonable 
hours and for reasonable wages, and yet we 
could show that our railway working expenses 
were less than the working expenses of 
private lines. All the expenses in connection 
with these private railways would have to come 
out of the pockets of agriculturists pastoralists, 
miners, and other workers ; not' out of the 
pockets of these syndicators. The position of 

the employees of private railway companies 
in the old country was worse than that of any 
other employees there. 

Mr. LESINA: Hon. members on his side had 
been charged with wasting time ; but where 
were all the hon. members of the other side, who 
were supposed to be doing their duty to their 
constituents and to the country. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thehon. member 
is out of order in referrim: to the attendance of 
hon. members now. There is a definite question 
before the House. 

Mr. LESINA said he would now endeavour to 
discuss this Bill. It provided, amongst other 
things, that the company should deposit £2,500 
in some bank as security for the construction of 
this tramway, and also 5 per cent. on the cost of 
construction. There are also provisions with 
regard to labour conditions, telegraph communi­
cation, rates, leases, and many other matters. 
The first question to be considered was, " Is this 
line justifiable-will it pay-will it be a 
success?" If it was going to be" a success, why 
should not the Government share in the success? 
The whole question with regard to all these 
lines was "\Vill they pay?" Some of the argu­
ments used by members on the other side were, 
first, that t:Jtate railways had been a failure; 
secondly, that our public credit was so limited that 
we could not borrow money at a sufficiently low 
rate in oriler to construct these lines; thirdly, 
that we could not build them anyhow, because 
private companies could build lines much cheaper 
than the State; fourthly, that the construction 
of these lines would find labour for our unem­
ployed; fifthly, that we could get private enter­
prise to build these lines and we would not be 
put to any expense; and sixthly, if they tur_ned 
out a failure Queensland would lose nothmg. 
On the other hand, he contended that our State 
railways had not been a failure, but had proved 
a success, although not a huge success. 
Again, immigrants should not be brought here, 
if we had a number of unemployed here. 
He had forty-nine objections to this Bill, 
and wQu]d deal with them one by one. 
\Vith regard to the arguments of hon. members 
opposite that the colony stood to lose nothing by 
the construction of these railways by private 
enterprise that was utter "flap-doodle," as was 
also the allegation that railways could be more 
cheaply constructed and more economically ad· 
ministered by private enterprise than by the 
Government. Jerry-bnilding of the most in· 
famous kind, and cheap labour had characterised 
the comtruction of the Chillagoe Railway. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order! The 
hon. member is now wandering again from the 
question before the House. I must ask him to 
confine his remarks to the second reading of the 
Glassford Creek Tramway Bill. 

Mr. LESINA pointed out that they had no 
guarantee that this Glassford Creek Railway 
would be as well constructed as Government 
railways, any more than we had in the case of 
the Chillagoe Railway. Some time ago a 
Government inspector was obliged to condemn 
the cuttings on the Chillagoe Railway, because 
they were so narrow that he could touch the 
sides while riding along in the train. n was 
also generally known that the approaches t~ some 
of the bridges on that line sank several mches 
when the first train passed over the railway. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! . I desire 
to call the attention of the House to the continued 
irrelevance of the speech of the hon. member, 
and I warn him that if he continues on the line 
he is now pursuing I shall have to ask him to 
discontinue his speech. 

Mr. LESINA: He was endeavouring to reply 
to certain arguments advanced by the Secretary 
for Railways to the effect that State railways 
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have been a failure, that the construction of these 
private railways would afford employment to the 
people, and that private enterprise in railway 
constructiOn meant more economical administra­
tion ; and he failed to see that he \\as out of 
order in referring to a railway that was being 
constructed under a similar measure to that 
before the House and sh:Jwing that it was not pro­
perly built. However, he was prepared to bow 
to the Chairman's ruling. He should like to 
know if the hon. member for Port Curtis and 
so!I'e other hon. members would support in com­
mittee an amendment in this Bill fixing a mini­
mum wage au.d a maximum day's labour for the 
employees on the proposed Glassford Creek 
Railway. 

At 8 a. m., 

The DEPUTY 'SPEAKER said : I shall re­
sume the chair at half-past 9 o'clock. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at the hour 
named. 

Mr. LESINA, resuming, said he was strongly 
opposed to handing over to a private syndicate 
the right to construct a line of railway 'between 
Miriam Vale and Glassford Creek, ,\·here they 
were the owners of valuable mineral lands. The 
Bill contained provisions which conflicted with 
the principles which hon. members on that side 
were bound to adhere to on all possible occasions. 
He desired to ascertain the reasons which hon. 
members on the other side had for passing such 
Bill. 

The SPEAKER : The Deputy Speaker in· 
forms me that he has already on four occasions 
called attention to the irrelevancy of the hon. 
member's remarks. I now drt.w the hem. mem­
ber's attention to the fact that his remarks are 
not relevant to the motion before the House. I 
ask him to address himself to the motion for the 
second reading of the Bill, and I shall require 
him to do so. 

. ¥r, LESINA :. How could he make his oppo­
sitiOn to the Bill clear unless he picked out 
statements made by hon. members on the other 
side, analysed them, and replied to them? 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member will be 
perfectly in order in discussing the second 
reading of the Bill. Beyond that he will not be 
in order. 

Mr. LESINA said he would address himself 
to the principle of the private construction of 
railways, although it would lengthen his speech 
by two or three hours. As the syndicate were 
paying the few men now employed' at one of the 
mines only 4Ss. a week, he hoped the House 
would insist on the insertion of a provision fixing 
a minimum rate of wage.,; and a maximum 
number of hours. 

Mr. J ACKSON : Supposing the mine does not 
pay, what would you do then? 

Mr. LESINA: That was the business of the 
SYJ?-dicate, not of the State. ~e cited the wages 
paid on the Great Eastern Railway Con1pany in 
England-porters, from 12s. to lSs. per week of 
seven days; ticket collectors, llk to £1 ; under 
guards, £1 3s. ; head guards, £1 7 s. ; plate­
layers, from 3s. to 3s. 9d. a day, and signalmen 
from £1 to £1 3~. per week of seven days, rmd 
the hours were anything from twelve up1vards. 
\V ere they going to allow to be established in 
Queensland similar mtes of wa"es? In com­
mittee he would take the opport~nity of ascer­
taining by a direct vote whether hon. members 
opposite, who spoke so glibly about those 
private railways finding work for the unem­
ployed, were really in earnest in their desire to 
protect the wages and hours of the working men 
of Queensland, or whether it was a mere lip­
service they were paying to democracy. 

At 10·15 a.m. 
Mr. REID called attention to the state of the 

House. 
Quorum formed. 
Mr. LESINA s~id he was inclined to believe 

that their sincerity was only skin deep ; they did 
not want to find work for the unemployed. 

The SPEAKER : I again call the hon. mem­
ber's attention to the fact that he is not addressing 
himself to the question before the House. I 
invite the attention of the House to the continued 
irrelevance of the remarks of the hon. member 
for Clermont. I will give the hon. member one 
more opportunity of bringing himself within the 
rule. If he does not avail himself of that I shall 
call upon him to discontinue his speech. 

Mr. LESINA proceeded to ask what object 
the syndicate could have in finding work for the 
unemployed. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member has 
adduced that argument at least a dozen times 
since I have been in the chair. In compliance 
with Standing Order No. 134, I now require him 
to discontinue his speech. 

Mr. LESIN A: I beg to disagree with your 
ruling on that point. 

The SPEAK}~R: Order! It is not competent 
for the hon. member to do so. 

Mr. McDONNELL said he was opposed to 
the second reading of the Bill. While he 
wished to see the mining industry developed to 
the full he objected to the Government devoting 
almost the entire time of Parliament to advanc­
ing the interests of a. few wealthy men engaged 
in that occupation. More attention ought to 
be paid to the agricultural industry, yet the 
Government had practically set aside the policy 
of building light lines of railway into agricul­
tural districts. Perhaps the present Bill was 
not so entirely objectionable as some of the 
others of the same class, but they, as a party, 
felt bound to protest against the giving away of 
any concessions to enable private syndicates to 
construct rail ways. But, opposed to the Bill as 
they were, it would be some satiefaction if in 
committee a provision could he introduced that 
the m en working on the rail way should not be paid 
a lower rate of war<es than that paid by the 
State. A clause to that effect was moved in the 
Mareeba-Chillagoe Bill by the hon. member for 
Brisbane South, Mr. Tnrley; but it was de­
feated, with the result that the company, instead 
of paying the average wage in the North for 
similar work-9s. to 10s. a day-had been only 
paying their navvies 7s. a day; and a standing 
advertisement in the Southern papers to the 
effect that work was plentiful in that district, 
and that all going there would be engaged on 
the line, gave them always a large reserve force 
of labour to fall back upon. If there was a 
necessity for such an amendment three years 
ago, there was far more necessity for it now, 
when the construction of several hundred miles 
of private railways was projected, and as we had 
got "ome valuable and reliable information bear­
ing on this matter, such an amendment is abso­
lutely necessary. The Bill ought to be referred 
to a select committee in order to obtain fur­
ther information, and therR was no doubt that 
more inform?,tinn was •n·ailahle. If hon. mem­
bers were satis6ed that tbe Chillagoe Com­
pany had been such a success, and that the 
people in various parts of the colony were 
strongly in favour of the construction of private 
railways, how was it that they were afraid to 
take a referendum on the question ? Before the 
Bill went through, an effort should be made to 
give them more information, as there was no 
doubt there was a conflict of opinion with regard 
to the route to be followed. He hoped that some 
of the unfair provisions of all those Bills would 
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be modified in committee. He intended voting 
against the second reading, as he believed the 
principle was "' bad and vicious one. 

Mr. STKW AH/l' intended to vote agr,inst the 
second rfading of the Bill for several reasons. 
The first question that ought to be settled was 
whether there was- sufficient justification for the 
line bebg built. So far, the only information 
that had been placed before them was a com­
munica\ion addressed by the Calliope Progress 
Association to the Commissioner for Rail ways 
in favour of the construction of the railway. 
Before proposing snch a complete change in the 
settled railway policy of the country, the ques­
tion should have been submitted to the people, 
and if they decided in bvour of the new system 
of 1·ailway construction, although he thought 
their decision was foolish, he would accept their 
man-late. In the absence of any such mandate, 
he felt himself constrained to offer all the private 
railway Bills his ;;trongest opposition. The only 
object of a syndicate wp,s to serve itself, regardless 
of the public interests. The railway companies 
had, no doubt, done a great deal in developing 
Great Britain :md America, but the development 
would have been much greater if the railways 
hao been owned by the State. He found that 
in Queensland they were carrying goods at half 
the rates chargeo on the State railways in Bel­
gium, notwithstanding the dense popuhttion in 
thnt country, and in Queensland they offered 
.-ery much gre ',ter conveniences to the public 
than were offered in dens3ly populated countries 
in other parts of the world. That ought to make 
them pause before they reversed their ]Jolicy of 
State-owned rail ways. There was not a single 
industry in the colony which did not owe more 
or less of its success to assistance rendered by 
the State. 

The SPEAKEH: I must remind the hon. 
member of the question before the House. 

J\Ir. STEW ART : vV e are discussing the 
question of private enterprise t'ers1<S public 
enterprise. · 

The SPEAKEH : The question under dis­
cussion is the motion that the Glassford Creek 
Tramway Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. STEW ART: Well, the Glassford Creek 
tramway was a private enterprise, and if he 
could not buttress his arguments against such a 
private enterprise by referring to the results of 
private enterprise in other directions, it was 
impossible to deal intelligently with the question 
at all. The conce,sion to build branch line,, would 
give the company control of a di>trict 40 miles 
in length by 30 mile:< on either sine of the line, 
and every inoividual and every industry in the 
district wonld be completely at the mercy of the 
company for fifty years. They ought to benefit 
by the experienc~ of America in that direction. 
Of conrse, they might be told that it would be 
in the power of tl:e Government to construct 
another line alongside the company's line, but 
the example of Broken Hill should teach them 
that it was a ver~' difficult matter to get any 
government tn take such a step. The result of 
the advent of the Chillagoe Railway had reduced 
the wnges of workmen in Northern Queensland 
from ls. to 2'1. a day. Tb:tt wns the general 
tendency wherever eyntlicate~ had supreme 
power, and the employees of such syndicates 
were deprived of their independence of character. 
A particnlarly objection>thle provision in the 
Bill was that which caid that at the end of fifty 
years the Government might buy back the rail­
way. ~o oneconlrl tell whatdAvelopmentsmight 
take plaee in that time, and if the Govern­
ment did not reserve the power to purchase 
at any time, the limit should not exceed twenty­
one years. That was the period fixed in similar 

Bills in the other colonies, and hon. members on 
the Opposition side should insist on that amend­
ment beino- made. At present there was 
a conspira~y against the continuance of the 
State control of railways, so that those who 
favoured State control should insist upon the 
maintenance of efficiency and economy in the 
administration of their railways. The Govern­
ment ought to make a proposal to the com­
pany to construct the railway on the guaran­
tee ·system ; and, in that connection, the hon. 
member for Rockhampton had made a most 
business-like proposal-th!l company_ to find t_wo­
thirds of the money reqmred to bmld the !me, 
the other one-third being found by the Govern­
ment. 'When the proposal to build the line was 
made by the syndicate, the Government should 
have made an investigation to ascertain whether 
it wonld not pay to build the line themselves ; 
but so far as he could discover, nothing had 
bee~ done. The surveyor recommended an 
entirely different route; and, in order to enable 
them to obtain additional information, he moved 
the following amendment:--

That all the words after'' be'' be omitted with a view 
to inserting the following:-HReferred for the con­
sideration and report of a 8Clect committeel such comw 
mittee to lmve power to call for persons and papers, 
a11d leave to sit during any adjournment of the House, 
ttnd that such committee be selected by ballot." 

At 1 o'clock, 

The SPEAKER said: I shall resume the 
chair at 2 o'clock. 

The SPEAKEH resumed the chair at the hour 
named. 

Mr. STEW ART continued his remarks in 
support of referring the question to a select com­
mittee, 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL asked whether 
it was in order at this stage, without notice, to 
move such an amendment as that proposed by 
the hon. member for Rockhampton North. He 
could not just now lay his hand on the authority, 
but he felt certain that the Speaker of the House 
of Commons had recently ruled that a motion of 
this sort, under the circumstances, could not be 
accepted. 

The SPEAKER, The amendment is in itself 
quite in order, and it is quite in accordance with 
the practice of this Chamber for a member to 
move such an amendment at the conclusion of 
his speech on the second reading of a Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS very 
much regretted that it was only after this question 
had been under discussion for twenty hours that 
members opposit0 had found it nece.ssary t? mo_ve 
for the appointment of a select commr~teeto~nqu_rre 
into all the circumstances surroundmg thrs B1ll. 
It was worse t ban childishness to conduct the 
business of the House in that way. A select 
committee could get no more information than 
had already been given to the House even if it 
sat from now till doomsday. The amend_ment 
was simply anothermeans of delayin¥the b:asmess. 
The Government had submitted thrs busmess to 
the House, and they intended to carry it through. 
He could not accept the amendment. 

1\lr. 'l'URLEY (Brisbane Smtth) protested 
against members on his side being charged with 
childishness, and argued at length in favour.of 
the amendment. 

At 3 o'clock p.rri., 
The SPJ<:AKER having announced that, 

according to the Standing Orders, the hour for 
the commencement of Wednesday's sitting had 
arrived, declared Tuesday's sitting terminated, 
and left the chairuntil3·30 p.m. 




