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QUEENSLAND PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 

THIRD SESSION O:B' THE THIRT.EJRlN'L'H PARLIAMENT. 

APPOINTED TO MEl<JT 

AT BRISBANE ON THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF JULY, I:\' THE SIXTY-FOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN 
OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA, IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1e00. 

[VOLUME 2 OF 1900.] 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

FRIDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER, 1900. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. Arthur Morgan, Warwick) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PETITION. 
COMPULSORY ARBITRATION AND CONCILIATION. 

Mr. OALLAN (Fitzroy) presented a petition 
from workers in the Fitzroy electorate, praying 
for the introduction of a Compulsory Arbitra
tion and Conciliation Bill, similar to the Act now 
in force in N••w Zealand. 

Petition read and received. 

QUESTIONS. 
ROYALTY ON SILVER-- MOUNT GARNET FREEHOLD. 

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns) asked the Premier-
1. Is it the intention of the Government to charge a 

royalty on the silver mined and recovered from the 
freehold property of the Mount Garnet Freehold Copper 
and Silver Mining Company, Limited. 

2. If so, what is the amount of royalty to be 
charged? 

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, Townsville) 
replied-

Application No. 3066 to purchase mineral land for 
mining for copper, silver, and nickel was made in 
October, 1882. Deed of Grant was issued under the 
provisions o! section 21 of the Mineral Lands Act of 
1872. Therefore, no royalty is payable. 

0LASSH'IED TEACHERS. 
Mr. BROWNE(Croydon), for Mr. McDonnell 

(Fortitude Valley), asked the Premier-
What is the number of male head teachers at present 

in each of the three classes into which the Department 
of Public Instruction has divided the classified teachers 
of the colony ? 

The PREMIER replied-
Class I., 17; Class II., 174; Class III., 170. 

AFFRAY BE'l'WEEN KANAKAS AT lNGHAM. 
Mr. LESINA (Olermont) asked the Home 

Secretary-
!. Is he aware that a serious affray between kanakas 

took place at Ingham on Saturday, 15th September? 

2. Is he further aware 1 bat the combatants were 
armed, shots were fired, and that a number of kanakas 
were wounded? 

3. Furthermore, has f,e heard that two young ladies 
and other persons were stopped on the high way by the 
combatants, and were very much distressed in conse~ 
quence? 

4. ] 1urthermore, has he been informed that a case o! 
emptv spirit bottles was found in the vicinity or the 
affray? 

5. Have any of the combatants been arrested, and 
have any steps been taken to di5cover the persons who 
supplied the kanakas with liquor? 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Jf. G. 
Foxton, Carna1·von) replied-

No; but I have directetllnquiries to be made. The 
police authorities in B ·isbane have not been informed 
of any such occurrence. 

COMPRESSED FODDER FOR SOUTH A~'RICA. 

Mr. LESINA asked the Premier-
!. Is it true that the compressed fodder purchased 

by Colonel Ricardo betore leaving Brisbane, and taken 
to Kouth Africa with the first contingent, was sold at 
public auction at Cape town? 

2. If so, what was the price realir,ed? 
3. What was the profit or loss on the transaction? 

The PREMIER replied-
!. Of the 1,e94 bales (lOO tons) of fodder referred to, 

purchased at a cost of £767 10s., 644 bales were shipped 
on board the s.s. "Cornwall," which conveyed tbe firs.t 
contingAnt to South Africa; six bales were used as 
samples, and 1,344 bales were consigned by the Depart
ment of Agriculture to a firm in Capetown, by whom 
the fodder was disposed of privately in the ordinary 
course of business, being eventually sold at Port 
Elizabeth. 

2. The net return for the fodder consigned to South 
Africa was £3u Ss. 1d. 

3. The transaction resulted in a loss of £4e3 6s. lld. 

TEMPORARY INSPECTORS OF WORKS. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie) asked the Secretary 
for Public Works-

1. How many applica1ions were received in answer to 
recent advertisements asking for applications for 
positions of temporary inspectors of works? 

2. How many appointments to such positions were 
made? 

3. The names of such persons, if anv. 
4. Had persons appointed previously passed the usual 

examination? 
5. What salary is paid inspectors? 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. J. Murray, Nor1nanby) replied-

1. One hundred and forty-five. 
2. l'\one yet. 
3. None. 
4. No examination previously. 
5. From £200 to £270 per annum. 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE. 
THE PRE;\IIER AND THE INTERSTATE 

COMi\!ISSION. 

Mr. LESINA: I deRire to a<k the Premier, 
"ithout notice-In the event of the hon. gentle
man accepting a position on the F•Jderal Inter
state Commission, will he resign his position as 
Premier of this colony? 

The PREMIER: Yes. 

MAREEBA-CHILLAGOE RAILWAY. 
On the motion of Mr. GIVENS (Cairns), it 

was re,olved-
That there be laid on the table of the House, copy of 

the agreement entered into by the Railway Corn
miss on er and the Chillagoe Railway and Mines, 
Limited, for the temporary working by the Railwav 
Depa· tment of the first section of the Mareebi.
Chillagoc private railway. 

JUDICATURE ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 
FIRST READING. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge, JJiaranoa) moved-

That leave be given to introduce a Bill to amend the 
Judicature Act. 

Question put and passed. 

On the motion of the ATTORNEY
GENERAL, the Bill was read a first time, and 
ite second reading made an Order of the Day for 
Tuesda.y next. 

LIGHT LINES O:B' RAILWAY IN AGRI
CULTURAL DISTRICTS. 

Mr. JENKrNSON (Wide Bay), in moving
!. That, in the opinion of this House, it is expedient 

that the Government take action at an early date with 
regard to the construction of light lines of railways to 
a .. id in the development of agricultural districts, as 
recommended by the Chief Engineer for Railways in the 
special report presented to Parliament in 1897. 

2. ThRt one or more suitable dist.dcts be selected in 
which to construct light lines of railway, and that 
special surveys be m3de for the purpose of preparing 
estimates of cost, etc.-

said : I believe, Sir, that the majority of the 
members of this House are with me in the spirit 
of this motion. I believe it is essentially neces
sary. It has been emphasised again and again, 
especially since the report made by Mr. Stanley, 
three years ago, and presented to this House, 
that light lines of railway should he constructed 
to open up some of the fertile districts of this 
colony which at present are lying idle, because 
the means of getting produce to market are 
utterly inadequate to •erve the purposes of the 
people settled on the land. \Ve have been 
told by Millisters of the Crown, through the 
medium of the Governor, and also by themselves, 
that it is absolutely necessary that these lines 
should be constructed. That being so, and seeing 
that it is three years since Mr. Stanley was 
sent home at a very large expense to the colony, 
and that no move has yet been made with regard 
to the construction of these lines, I would like to 
ask emphatically what are the intentions of the 
Government with regard to carrying out the 
proposals that on paper they say they believe in? 
\V e can only judge them by their actions, and 
knowing, as we do, that there are districts in this 

colony languishing through want of proper 
communication with markets, Heeing that the 
Government have introduced line after line in 
the interests of private companies, we have 
every reason--

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. JEJ'\KINSON: Introducing lines of rail

way that are not l.1eing constructed by the State, 
we have every re, son to ask-Do they intend to 
carry out these pr Jposals at all? Looking, also, 
to the report pres,·nted to the House by the Com
missioner, in which there are serious allegations 
made, it appears w me, taking the two things in 
conjunction, that a great deal is being done 
towards discredithg the construction of lines by 
the State, and tnrowing it into the hands of 
other people. That is, I maintain, a very 
reasonable conclusion to come to from the 
actions of the Government up to the present. 
There will hardly he a voice raised in opposition 
to this remark-that it is necessary that we 
should open up the agricultural :iistricts by 
giving them better facilities than they have at 
the present time. Tnen we are face to face 
with this-What is the better way to give those 
facilities? Are the rail ways to be constructed on 
the principle that has been recognised here up to 
thP present, or shall we revert to a system of 
light lines of railway which will reduce con
siderably the cost and enable, as far as one can 
see, a return to be made on the outlay. One 
of the greatest blunders made in many coun
tries has been the heavy outlay in the construc
tion of heavy lines of railway, making it 
oftentimes a difficulty to get interest on the 
money expended. There seems to have been too 
much regard altogether paid to future and not 
sufficient to present considerations. Successful 
enterprises, as a rule, have small beginnings, 
and are gradually built up. So it would be if 
we entered into this system of constructing light 
lines of railway. If we found out afterwards 
that it was necessary to revert to the heavier 
system, I maintain that it could be done, because 
it would naturally pay to do so. I wish to make 
a few observations with regard to the report 
made by Mr. Stanley. One of the particular 
reasons for sending that gentleman home 
was to acquire information in regard to the 
particular subject-matter of the motion I have 
the honour of submitting to the House this 
afternoon. Mr. Stanley says that it included 
the subject of light railways, to which it was 
desired he should direct special attention. Then 
he goes on to remark on the countries he visited, 
and the observations he made ; and there are 
certain recommendations he makes to the 
Government through the Minister for Railways, 
On page 17 of the report he says-

It is mo-.t desirable, with the view to relieve the 
wants of present as well as to encourage further settle~ 
ment in such districts, that railway facilities should be 
extended to them; and, if this object can be attained 
by means of light narrow-gauge lines, I should not hesi
tate to recommend their construction. 

Then, again, at the end of his report, his final 
recommendation is that one or more suitable dis
tricts should be selected in which to try the ex
periment of light lines of railway, and that special 
surveys be made with regard to that particular 
matter, as is embraced in the second portion of 
the motion now before the House. This system 
has been found to work remarkably well in many 
parts of the world, but particularly on the con
tinent of Europe. \V e find that in Belgium they 
have no less than 163 of these light lines of rail
way buiit to serve the agricultural districts and 
enable the farmers, producers, and others to get 
their produce to market; and in nearly every 
instance they hace proved remunerative. 

Mr. ANNEAR: At what cost per mile? 
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Mr. JENKINSON: According to the esti
mate made bv Mt'. Stanley, the cost in this 
colony would be as follows:-
1st Cla.ss-60-Ih. rails and 1,760 cubic 

yat'ds ballast £1,540 per mile 
2nd C1ass-n~-lb. rails and 1,100 

en hie yards ballast £1 ,13,'5 per mile. 
Vrith a 3fl-lb. rail, which woulCl be capable of snst~in

ing an axle-load of, sa.v, 5 ton~. equal to tha.t of our 
ordiuary goods stock, and R8fl enllie yardR uf ball<tst per 
mile. tlle east wonld he reduced to £DJ! pm· mile, a 
savit~g of £.WO _per mile a:; comvared with our •-;ccoud
class lines. 

I claim that I can speak with a particula•· know
lecll{e of the electorate I have the honour to 
represent, and I ~ay there are ::.everal places in it 
that would be considerably benefited if such lines 
as I am advocating thi~ nfternoon were ~on
structed. \Ve have, within sixty miles of Bris
bane, one of the most fertile spot;; in the whole 
of the colony-a cl[strict r.hat has been visited by 
the Minister himself; and I believe he came 
hack highly impressed with what be saw there. 
h is a district that at the present time is 
supporting only a handful of a population. 
They can grow almost anvthing, bnt it is impos
sible for them to g~t their produce to market. 
Theroadil are abominably b,.cl, as, owinl{ to the 
heavy r11infall and the smail am·,unt of endow
ment that is allowed to division11l bo>1rds, ic. is 
impossible to keep them in a passable state for 
traffic. Now, such ,. system as I advocate this 
afternoon-particuLnly with regard to this 
clistrict-w·•nld he an untold blessing, not only 
to the B:ackall Range to which I ref, r, but also 
to the whole colony. There is room on that 
plateau on the top of the mountain for hnndrecls 
of fa1nilie~ where alj prPsent they can alrnnRt be 
counted on the one hand. Again, a little bit 
further a\\'av, where they are growing straw~ 
berries, S'lpplying not only thi; colony, hut also 
New South \Val·s and Victoria, they are 
hampere<l by the same difficultie,, Then going 
a little farther up the coast, either to the right 
or to the left of the line, whether to Kenil
worth or to Bollier, the same remark applies. 
In the Noosa clistl'ict, you find immense 
quantities of timber, which is almost locked 
up for the reason they have no means of com
munication with the coast at a reasonable rate of 
tran"it. Bullock and horse teams are used at the 
present time, and a good many men manage to 
make a living there, but nothing like it would be 
if such lines as I advocate were con,tructecl. 
Then go a little further up from the Tmveston 
siding, and there are hundreds of acres that are 
practically lying idle only waiting to be tilled hy the 
hand of mn.n, and that would produce sufficient 
agricultural uroducts to supply many towns of 
the size of this city. They are locked up because 
they are not worth cultivating, for the simple 
reason that the expense of carting produce to 
market is altogether too great. I could go on 
mentioning places for hour,,, but I do not intend 
to take up the time of the House, as I am 
anxious, if possible, to get a division taken this 
afternoon. I believe tbe Government have not 
paid that attention to tbe matter that they 
should have clone. \Ve find the following passage 
in the Governor's Speech of la,;t year:-

::\1y advisers are :tt1Xious that during the present 
session action should be taken with a view to providing 
for the construction by the State of light railway lines 
in agricultural districts. It i~ intended to ask you to 
make p1ovision for the construction of such lines in 
suitable localities. 

That was not carried out, as we had reason to 
believe it would be. The words themselves were 
perfectly plain, but no action was taken. True, 
there was a change of Ministry--

The SECRETARY l!'OR RAILWAYS: How do you 
know no action has been taken ? , 

1900-3 M 

Mr .• JENKINSON: We have nothing to lead 
us to believe that any action has been taken. 
Certainly no action ha, been taken in regard to 
the latter part of what I have read, for we have 
not been a,kecl to "make provision for the 
construction of such lines in suitable localitios." 
I was goine to remark that there was a change 
of .:vlims,,ry last year, but that did not take place 
until the 28th November, and there was ample 
time before that, if the ti01 ernment had really 
been dCJ~:drous (Jf carrying out their wishf's as 
specitit·d in the Governur\; Speech, to have done 
so. Then, again, on 3rd November last year we 
tine! the then Premier and present Chief 
Secretary, the Hon .• T. R. Dickson1 stated that 
he wished thac scJme of th& light rail ways 
contemplated under Mr. Stanley's recommenda
tion' had been pl'<>bJOsecl. vV e alw find that the 
Secretary for Agriculture, in Bpeaking on a 
re,olution brought under the notice of this 
House last seaoion, spoke strongly in f"'vour 
of tl!e construction of these light lines. He said 
that one thing that keeps the colony back 
is the want uf pro er communication, and 
the way we can provide proper communication is 
by means of light rail"'ays. Now, that has not 
been done. We tine! no mention in the Gover
nor's Speech this year of light railways at all; 
therefore, ]Jresumably, the Government have 
dropped the proposal in favour of some 
other that they consider more advantageous to 
the colony. Of cuur,,e that is a matLer that 
we differ about; but I maintain that, so far 
as appeo,rs on the surface, the Government 
have not clone their duty with regard to the 
agriCultural districts in the colony in not carry
ing out the proposals they s~icl would be 
submitted to us. 1t may be said, and is said, 
that this industry and that iuclu,try is the most 
vital one in the colony, but I maintain that the 
agricultural industry i" the backbone of every 
country. Ocher industrie; are e[..>herneral. They 
flourish for a. time, but they certaiuly have not 
the same amount of WPight behind them as the 
agr-icultural industry. As long ~H we encourage 
th<tt industry, we not only provide a li,'ing 
for more people who remain settlers on the 
land than by means of any otb<'r industry, but 
we also give the country an opportunity of being 
thmoughly opened up; and it is only by opening 
up the country that we can hope to attract people 
from other countries to come and settle on our 
fertile lands. I maintain that the best means of 
doing so is to l{i ve proper facilities to settlers to 
get their produce to market, and it is with the 
intention of doing that that I am moving this 
recolution. I do not desire to take up time any 
longer, as I would like to have a division if 
p<bsible, or to ascertain what the Govern
ment propose to do, and see whether they 
are in earnest in their desire to construct light 
rail ways to tap agricultural districts. I beg to 
move th<~ motion standing in my name. 

The SEOHETAR Y I<' OR RAILWAYS (Hon. 
J. JYiurray, Normanby) : I can assure the hon. 
member that this very important matter has not 
been lost sight of by the Government. For some 
time past surveyors have been nut in various 
localities making surveys for light railways. The 
bon. member knows as weli as 1 do that when you 
speak of providing railway facilities tor agricul
tural districts, it opens up a very big question 
indeed. Notwithstanding that, we have sur
veyors out now--

Mr. STEW ART: Where are they? 
The SEOlil<JTARY FOR .RAILWAYS: 

That will be disclosed in clue course. Surveyors 
are now out, and I hope that before the close of 
the "es"ion certain lines of this clescriptiou will 
be su bmittecl for the approval of the House. 
vV e shall select the most urgent cases, and we 
intend to run experimental line~ into several 
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agricultural districts. The hon. member for 
Wide Bay has referred to the construction of 
these light rail ways beit g delayed in order to 
give place to what he calls private railways, 
but those are a different class of railways 
altogether. None of those so-called private 
railways run into agricultural districts. They 
are merely asked for by the owners of certain 

mineral lands who are prepared to 
[4 p.m.] lay down railways to their own pro-

perties. I hope before very long 
I shall be able to table a few proposals such 
as theme advocated by the hnn. member. I h<>ve 
seen the country in the vicinity of the Blackall 
Range to which the hon. member alludes, and to 
my mind it is a very admirable district for 
experimenting in the direction desired. I can 
assure the hon. member that I was very much 
pleased with what I saw in that district. I 
believe it has very great potentialities, and all 
that is re.quired to be done to develop it is to run 
a line of railway through it. There are now 
surveyors in the district with the object of 
some proposal being marle for a rail way as 
soon as time will permit. The hon. mamber 
accuses the Government of having neglected 
this important question, but I can assurR him 
that they have not. They have paid very 
particular attention to it, and I sincerely hope 
and believe that before this session closes lines 
of the description which have been talked of 
for so long will be built. I do not think it 
necessary to discuss this question much further. 
I can only state that the matt er has not 
escaped the attention of the Government, and 
it is their desire, as soon as possible, to carry 
out some of the suggestions which have been 
made. With regard to what are termed "light 
lines," it is a question of some difficulty to 
decide what are the most beneficial class of lines 
to construct The lines must necessarily be of 
such strength as to carry the existing Govern
ment rolling-stock, and as far as cost is con
cerned, on level country, there is very little 
difference between the cost of a narrow gauge 
tramway and a S feet 6 inch line. In fact, one 
is almost as cheap as the other, and in running 
out branch lines I do not think it would be 
advisable, if it can be avoided, to have a break 
in the gauge nwing to the cost and delay of un
loading and reloading. 

Mr. FisHER : Certainly not where connected 
with the main lines. 

TheSECltETARYFORRAILWAYS: That 
is what I mean. This question requires a great 
deal of consideration, but as far as my judgment 
goes I do not see that there is very much to be 
gained by laying down lines of 2 feet gauge if 
they arc connected with main lines. Except in 
special districts where the country is mountainous 
and difficult of ascent, there is little saving in 
the narrow gauge. In that case of course moun
tainous country can be ascended much more 
cheaply and easily by a narrow-gauge line. I 
think the Blackall Range is probably a district 
where a narrow-gauge line might be eyperimented 
with. I can assure the House that the Govern
ment have not lost sight of this very important 
question. 

Mr. PL U~KETT (Albert): I have very little 
to say on this question, for it seems from what 
has fallen from the Secretary for Rail ways that 
what we have looked forward to for so long is 
likely at last to become an accomplished fact. 
I an> quite content to abide by what the hon. 
gentleman has told us. I think we should be 
making a very big mistake if we went in for a 
narrower gauge than the one which we have at 
present. The handling and forwarding of goods 
on a narrow-gauge line would be so difficult and 
troublesome that we should be as well off if we 
had no railway at all. I am consequently very 

much pleased to hear the remarks of the hon 
gentleman on that point, and I for one have no 
more to say on the subject. 

Mr. KAT:ES (Cunningham}: Mr. Speaker-
Mr. FOGARTY (Drayton and Toowoomba} : 

Mr. Speaker--
The SPEAKER: Mr. Kates. 
Mr. FOGARTY: I rose before the hon. member 

for Albert or the hon. member for Cunningham. 
The SPEAKER : Order! 
Mr. FOGARTY : So I did. It is perfectly true. 
The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 

has no right to address remarks of that nature to 
the Chair. 

Mr. FoGARTY: Then I withdraw them. 
* Mr. KATES: The hon. member will have 
amplP time to address the House on this subject, 
as I am not going to make a lengthy speech. I 
am not altogether satisfied with the reply given 
by the Secretary for Hail ways to the hon. mem
ber for Wide Bay. The hon. gentleman said 
that if time permitted these lines would be 
brought before the House, but that is a very 
wide term indeed. I think time ought to permit. 
\V e are on the e\'e of federation, and we must do 
all we can to cheapen production, which can 
only be done by giving the farmers facilities for 
bringing their produce into competition with 
that from the southern colonies. At the 
present time we are not able to compete 
with the southern colonies on even terms, and 
we are behind them in many respects. I 
think the hon. member f<•r Wide Bay de
serves great credit for introducing this motion, 
at this stage, for we are working at a great 
disadvantage to the other colonies, as l can 
easily show. \Ve in this colony have an enor
mous area of agricultural land compared with 
what is available in Victoria, but compared 
with that colony we are simply nowhere with 
agricultural railways. In Victoria, they have 
no less than 3,000,000 acres under cultivation, 
while in this colony we have only 455,000 acres, 
which includes sugar lands to the extent of 
125,000 acres. And what is the reason? It is 
that previous Governments ha.-e utterly neg
lected our agricultural industry and treated it 
with indifference. I do not blame the present 
Government so much. They have done more 
for the agricultural indmtry than any previous 
Government, but nnt nearly enough, in my 
opinion. It is not refreshing to see the present 
state of things when we notice the number of 
railways which it is proposed to be con
structed to mining centres. The agricultural 
industry is the backbone of any country, and it 
is tirne that it received some attention at the 
hands of those in power. Mining is nothing 
compared with agriculture, and I was rather 
surprised at the Secre\ary for Railways telling 
us the other night that mining was the most 
important industry in Queensland. The hon. 
gentleman has yet to learn that wherever a 
country has attained a high state of prosperity it 
has been due to the agricultural industry. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : What about Great 
Britain? 

Mr. KATES: Great Britain was a very great 
a<(ricultural country lOO years ago. It achieved 
its proeperity by means of agriculture, and now 
it can diepense with it. 

Mr. FISHER: It would have been nothing 
without coal. 

Mr. KATES: Look at Spain, where there is 
no agriculture, and we find it the poorest coun
try in the world. On the other hand, look at 
Belgium, France, Germany, Switzerland, and 
the United States; and coming nearer home, 
look at Victoria, South Australia, New Zealand, 
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and ~ew South Wales, in all of which agricul
ture has received close attention and encourage
ment. At the present time there is an enor
mous export of agr1eultural produce from 
the colony of Victoria. Last year, according 
to the latest returns I have been able to get, 
Victoria sent away £2,500,000 worth of 
agricultural produce, while Queensland had 
to import to the extent of £841,000 worth. 
They have exported butter, cheese, and even 
rabbits. \Ve have spent £200,000 on the exter
mination of rabbit.~, while in Victoria they have 
received £224,000 for rabbits exported. Since 
1889 they have received £7,7GO,OOO for butter 
exported. \Ve are nowhere as compared with the 
other colonies in agriculture. The construction 
of light lines of railway in agricultural centres 
would be a great benefit to us. We have in 
this colony very brge stretches of country, where 
it would take a farmer a couple of days to bring 
his produce to a trunk line, and by the construc
tion of light railways he would be saved that 
time, and be able to devote it to the cultivation 
of his land with a view to increasing his output of 
produce. J\Ioreover, in such cases a farmer is so 
distant from the market tlat he very likely loses 
tbe advantalie of any ri,e there may be in the price 
of produce in Brisbane and elsewhere, so that in 
every way the construction of light lines would 
be a great benefit to the farming industry. New 
Zealand has shot ahead of all the other colonies 
in the matter of agriculture. Their revenue last 
year was £5,700,000, and their expenditure 
£5,140,000, so that they had a surplus of £5130,000. 
They have been reducing the duties on various 
articles, such as kerosene, rice, agricultural and 
dairyingmttchinery, tea (half the duty), currants, 
matches, candles, and patent medicines, the 
reductions amounting to £1ii7,000 a year. And 
they are contemplating a penny postage through
out the British Empire, and are also providing 
£200,000 for old age pensions. That policy has 
been supported by the G wernment of the day, 
by one Government after another, but here in 
Queensland previous Governments-Conserva
tive Governments-have done nothing for the 
farmerR. 

J\Ir. MAXWELL : \Vhy do ycu support them? 

Mr. KATES: Their consideration has been 
all for the squatters, and the miners and farmers 
come last. The pnstoral industry has received 
great consideration, but when a ·squatter loses 
his stock he is done. The mining industry is a 
valuable one, and I should like to see it prosper, 
but the persons engaged in that industry are a 
migratory population, here to-day and gone to
morrow. 

Mr. MAXWELI,: It gets no aosistance from the 
Government. 

Mr. KATES: If a big mine breaks out at 
Klondyke or in New Zealand they are gone. 

Mr. MAXWELL: The mining industry gets no 
assistance from the Government. 

The SPEAKER: Order 1 I would ask the 
hon. member to refrain from interjections. 

Mr. KATES: I do not mind interjections as 
long as they are intelligent ones. When a miner 
has made his pile he retires, and possibly goes 
elsewhere. In South Australia, where they 
have a smaller area of agricultural land than we 
have in Queensland, they have over 3,000,000 
acres of land under cultivation, and they have 
no less than 2,000,000 acres under. wheat, while 
in this colony we have only about 120,000 acres 
under wheat. 

Mr. KEOGH: We are only in our infancy yet. 
Mr. KATES : There is ample room to increase 

the area under cultivation in Queensland. Only 
a few nights ago the Secretary for Railways 
said the mining industry was the salvation of 

the colony. I always thought the •gricul'ural 
industry was becoming the salvation of the 
colony. The mining industry is a very good one, 
and I have n .. thing to say against it, but the 
agricultural industry is better, and I am very 
pleased that this motion has been introduced. 
Now, let me S><Y a few words with referc>nce to 
Western Australia. That colony also recognises 
the necessity of what other colonies have done to 
assist agriculture. The Agricllltnral Bank 
established in that colony has a•sbred agri
culturists by :;d vances to clear 53,357 acres 
of lano, to cultivate 43,888 acr<·s, to ring
bark ()1,353 acres, and to fence 28,545 chains; 
also to spend on drain>tge and water supply 
a sum of £4,561, and on farm buildmgs 
£12,125 I s"'y it is the duty of every member 
in this House representing an agricultural con
stituency to rise in his place and insist upon the 
necessity of re,.sonable ao<sistauce being given to 
agriculture. N othinli has been done fnr that 
industry compared with what ought to have been 
done for it, and as an agricultnr<tl colony we are 
at the bottom of all the other colonies in conse• 
quence. A few weeks ago the hem. gentleman 
in charge of the Rail way DPpartment told us 
that the branch line from Warwick to Killarney 
showed a big loss. I see by the Warwick papers 
that he is now compelled to run special trains 
every other dav to bring the produce of that 
district from Killarney to Warwick. Th,Jse 
people have to send tbeir stuff 200 miles from 
Killarney to Brisbane, whereas by rights they 
should only have < o send it ninety-seven miles. 
It is the most flourishing agricultural district in 
the colony, and deserves some consideration at 
the hands of the Government. If this motion 
goes to a division I shall most heartily support 
it. 

Mr. FOG ARTY (Drayton and Toowoornba): 
As a member reflresenti11g an agricultural centre 
I desire to say a few words on this motion. I 
understood the Secretary for Railways to say 
that snrveyoro were now engaged surveying cer
tain lines in agricultural districts and that 
immediately their rep<.•rts were submitted the 
Government would take action. I do not know 
how the hon. gentleman can reconcile that state
ment with a reply he gave a short time ago to 
a question asked by an hon. member in this 
House, when he said he had already got the 
desired informatjon. It is nearly four years 
now since the Chief Engineer was sent on a tour 
through Europe and America with the view of 
collecting information in regard to light agricul
tural lines, but so far nothing has been done in 
that direction. If it is correct, as pointed out 
by the hon. member for \Vide Bay, that, light 
lines can be constructed at a cost of £1,000 per 
mile, then it is the bounden duty of the Govern
ment to take immediate action in the matter, 
but we have reasonable grounds for aasuming 
that the Government are not sincere in this 
matter. If they were sincere light agricultural 
lines would have been an accomplished fact 
long ere this. Ib is probable they will con
tinue in abeyance until such time as we 
reach the turmoil of a general election, 
when they will be placed before the electors of 
agricultural centres as a bait to secure the return 
of the Government nominees. The best way to 
judge the Government is by their actions, and if 
they had been sincere in this matter, we would 
h,.ve at least two of these light lines on the 
Darling Downs at the present time. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Where? 
Mr. FOG ARTY: I care not where they are. 

I have as much sympathy with agriculture out
side the Downs as on the Downs, because I 
recognise it is the backbone of the country. 
When mining has come to the end of its days, 
agriculture will still flourish and will continue 
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producing from year to year, probably to the end 
of time. That is a fact recogn ise.i by all 
political economiots. I have still a very fri.·ndly 
feeling for the mining indu.-•try, which I believe 
is in this colony only as yet in its infancy. vVe 
had all the necessary infurmation on thi> subject 
here, before the Chief Engineer went to visit 
Europe and America at all, and if the present 
Government, or the Governments that preceded 
it, had any sympathy with the construction of 
these lines they would have been const.ructed long 
ago. I would like very much that the Secretary 
for Rail ways would say where the suneyors a~e 
engaged at the present time, and when their 
reports will probably be hid before the House. 
I shall be agreeably surprised if we have any 
agricultural lines submitted this sesoion. The 
private and so·cal!Pd "mineral lines" before us 
are sufficient to engage our attention for the 
whole of the present year, and if that is the 
case we cannot consider any further railway 
policy. If the Government were to submit their 
public railway policy and allow the private one 
to remain until we had time at our disposal to 
deal with it, it would be much better for the 
country. Inste~d of that we find that a rail· 
way policy which completely overthrows the 
settled railway policy of the country is sub
mitted. 

The SPEAKER : Order! 
Mr. FOG ARTY: I may have been digress

ing but I will n"t continue to do so. I point 
out' that the comparison between Queensland and 
Victoria is hardly a fair one. Victoria is a 
small territory with a large population, and is 
highly developed, and with a network of rail
ways no doubt their production is very large, 
but when we have equal railway facilities in 
proportion to our territory, our output will b.e at 
least ten times greater than that of the sister 
colony. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: The cabbage 
garden. 

Mr. FOG ARTY: Victoria may be termed a 
"cabbage garrlen," but it is a ver.v prosperous 
cabbage gorden. It is a matter of history that 
we were told that Toowoomba and the Darling 
Downs would not grow a cabbage, but with a 
continuance of the present favourable season to 
harvest time our wheat farmers will be able to 
supply our own consumption. Last year, in 
spite of a partial failure through frosts, we snp
pli~d within a third of what we ne0ded, and 
this year, with a good season and a larger area 
under cultivation, our farmers will in a short 
time have to look for a market outside the 
colony. vVheat is a very heavy article, and 
many hon. members know that travelling over 
black soil when it is wet is almost impossible. 
The hon. member for Cunningham spoke of 
farmers in some places taking two days to 
get their produce to market, but I know 
portions of the Downs where, when the soil 
has been thoroughly saturated, it is a fortnight 
before you can turn a whePl on it. It is well 
known that the local authorities are not in a 
position to macadamise the roads in those dis
tricts, and if a rise takes place in the only 
market we have-Brisbane-our farmers cannot 
take ad vantage of it. The mills here must keep 
going, and they have to send south for their 
supplies; and hy the time the Darling Downs 
farmers are able to reach the market the mills 
are fully sup]Jlied, and there is a considerable 
fall in prices. If these light lines were con
structed, our farmers could take ad vantage of a 
rising market. They would then be' in a position 
to increase or improve their holdings, and a 
man by increasing his individual wealth add;; 
to the wealth of the colony. I say it is 
the bounden duty of this or any other Go
vernment of .Queensland to take illlmediate 

action for the construction of lines to agri
cultural centres. The "ubject is a very wide one, 
and I am sorry the hon. member did not approach 
the Minister wich a view of having a whole day 
set apart for so important a discussion. Acting 
on the suggestion of the hon. member for 
Cunrnngham-that every hon. member repre
senting an agricultural district should express 
his opinion upon this motiun-I will not say 
more; but if it is pressed to a division I shall 
clieerfu!ly vote for the motion introduced by the 
hem. member for Wide Bay. 
* Mr. ANN EAR (1lia1·yborough): I was glad to 
see this very important motion of the hon. 
member for Wide Bay, and at some inconveni
ence I was determilled to be present this after
noon to take part in the discussion of it. But I 
have been very much disappointed indeed with 
the speech of the hon. member in introducing it. 

Mr. JENKINSON: I did not expect anything 
else from you. You are disavpointed with 
everything i do. 

Mr. ANN EAR: Why? 
Mr. JENKINSON: I do not know why; it is a 

mystery t'' me. 
Mr. ANNEAR : I never had an angry word 

wiih ihe hon. member in my life. 
Mr. Jm>KINSON: And never will! 
Mr. ANN EAR: I trust I never will. I do not 

wi"h to be uisrespectful to the bon. member in any 
way whatever, but I am sure I express the opinion 
of a large majority of bon. members of this House 
when I say that we are very much disappointed 
with the hon. gentleman's speech in introducing 
this motion. I expected some information from 
an hon. member who has lately visited Europe, 
America, and Canada. He went to that great 
country, America, where there are more miles 
of railway than in the whole of Europe. I read 
in a paper, with much pleasure, the speech the 
hon. gentleman delivered at 11ontreal, in the 
presence of some of the most di,tinguished men 
there, and I will say the most rlistinguished ser
vants of the British Empire-Sir \Vilfred Laurier 
and Mr. Mackenzie Bowel!. 

Mr. JE:'iKINSON: Sir Mackenzie Bowel!. 
Mr. AKXEAR : If the hon. member had met 

Mr. Bowel!, as I did, he would know that he 
would be just as well pleased to have the "Sir" 
left out, and he called "11ister," because he is a 
pure Canadian. 

Mr. JENKINSON: I was his guest the samlil as 
you were. 

Mr. ANNEAR: I trust the hon. member for 
Wide Bay will not draw me from the thread of 
my argument. 

Mr. JENKINSON: What is your argument? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. ANNEAR : This motion to construct 
light rail ways. I was saying I was very pleased 
to read the speech that hon. member delivered 
in that great assembly. The hon. member 
said he came from Queensland, and they cheered 
him. "I 0ame," he said, "from a colony where 
they are loyal people, and where they are pre
pared to send, not one or two or three contin
gents, but as many as may be required to fight 
the battles, and retain the solidarity of the British 
Empire in South Africa.'' 

Mr. JENKINSON: \Vhatever are you driving 
at? (Laughter.) 

Mr. ANKEAR: I did think that the hon. 
member would tell us this afternoon 

[4'30 p.m.] that what he wants to introduce has 
been a success in the countries in 

which he has travelled. The motion is-
That, in the opinion of this House, it is expedient 

that the Government take action at an early date with 
regard to the construction of light linPs of railway to 
aid in the development of agricultural districts, as 
recommended by the Chief Engineer for Railways in the 
special report presented oo Parliament :iJ:ll897. 
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Now, I know something of the opinion of the 
present Chief Engineer for Railways as to these 
light lines of railway referred to by the hon. 
member. I believe that if Mr. Staniey were to 
give us his honest opinion, he would say that he 
does '!ot believe in them at all. And why? From 
expenence. 

Mr. JENKINSON: Do you mean to say that the 
report is not his hon!'lst opinion ? 

Mr. ANNEAR: Not as applied to this colony. 
The ~on. member asks why the system has not 
been mtroduced? It has been introduced, and 
the hon. member would know that, if he were 
not a newchum. The hon. member knows very 
little about rail way construction, or about the 
railway policy of this colony. A light line was 
constructed from Bundaberg tc Mount Perry, 
and in saying that I have no fault to find with 
my hon. friend in front of me, the hon. member 
for Fassifern. I speak with the very greatest 
kindness of that hon. member, but he was a 
member of the Government-I think the Premier 
of the Government-that were greatly respon
sible for the thousands and tens of thousands of 
pounds which were spent to remedy the defects 
of that line. The 35-lb. steel rails, which must 
have cost £8 or £9 a ton, had all to be taken up 
and sold. It is all very well to talk about light 
lines of railway, but whenever you construct 
lines of that character you create additional 
traffic, and you generally find that the line is 
not strong enough to carry it. The rail way 
from Bundaberg to Mount Perry had all 
to be taken up. The rails were sold for 
from £4 10;;. to £5 a ton, and the 41:}-lb. standard 
rail had to he laid down in their place. In the 
hon. member's own electorate, I believe, there is 
a light railway, and now the hon. member asks 
for £50,000 to be expended to make that railway 
-the line from lp•wich to Harrisville-work
able. I say, as an old friend to the hon. 
member, and there is no member who has more 
respect than I have for the hon. member for 
Fassifern, that by now he must have seen the 
error of his ways, as a member of tba,t Govern
ment. \Ve have had experience of light lines of 
railway in {.lueen,land, and that has been the 
result. Now I come to the electorate of the hon. 
member for Wide Bay, and there is the line 
there from Maryborough to Gympie. That 
railway was laid with 3i'i-lb. steel rails, and after 
they had been worked for twelve and eighteen 
months, it was found that the width of the 
sleepers-which were two feet from centre to 
centre of tbe sleepers-wnul£1 not carry the traffic 
on that railway. The rails had to be taken up, 
and they were sold to different persons ancJ com
panies in the colony at a sacrifice, and 4l;j:-lb. 
rails were laid down in place of the 35-lb. rails. 

Mr. JENKINSON: \V hen was this? 
Mr. ANNEAR: That is why I say the 

hon. momber is a newchum. \Vhen was this? 
Why does not the hon. member read? Ag a 
member of the Press, and I believe he would like 
himself to be considered a distinguished meml,er 
of the Press, why noes he not read what has 
taken place in years past, and so fortify himse'f 
with information as to be able to answer for 
himself the statement I have made? 

Mr. JENKINSON: Y on d<> not know yourself. 
Mr. ANNEAR: Well I happened to be one 

of the partners of the company that constn1cted 
that line from Maryborongh to G,·mpie, and I 
think I ought to know something about it. 

Mr. REm: He did the cement part of it. 
Mr. ANN EAR: Let me tell the hon. member 

for Enoggera th"'t myself and the late brother of 
my worthy friend iu front of me were the con
tractorR, and every cask of cement and every 
article worth a threepenny bit, were' bought and 
pairl for, and every man was paid his wages. 

Mr. REID ; Of course. 

)/lr, ANNEAR: We did not do like your 
frien•l. We did not go out of the country and 
leave the men unpaid who fought tJ keep him 
on his throne. 

:.vir. REm : Who was that? 
Mr. ANN EAR: Y ourfriend Kruger. (Laugh· 

ter.) I like interjections. 
Mr. REm , You told some of the men that it 

did not pay to put the cement in. 
The RPEAKER : Order! 
Mr. ANNEAR: If anyone who.ca,me to the 

hon. member with a tale of that kmd he would 
take it seriously. 

Mr. REm: Oh, I heard all about you. 
Mr. ANNEAR: I have been in Queensland 

for thirty-six years, and if the hon. member has 
no more to answer than I have, as an hon
ourable man, he haR not got much to answer, at 
any rate. Now, since the experience of the 
Chief Engineer and the Parliament of the 
country of the Mount Perry line and the railway 
from M:aryborough to Gympie, no more light 
lines have been attempted. They proved to be a 
great lo's to the country. I am sure that the 
hon. member for Fassifern will try to explain 
that, but it will take him a long time to explain 
away the asRertions that I make this afternoon. 
Now, the hon. member for \Vide Bay speaks 
about two places, Yandina and Traveston, 
where he thought it was neces,ary that there 
should be a light line of railway to meet the 
great settlement that has taken place, and will 
take place, in those localities. 

Mr. JENKINSON: I said nothing of the sort. I 
said Kenilworth and Bollier. 

Mr. ANNEAR: I understood the hon. mem
ber to say that, but if I am misq noting the hon. 
member I humbly a,pologise. 

Mr. JENKINSON: You constantly do it. 
Mr. AN:!'\ EAR: I have been in the Wide 

Bay district for many yeare, and I know that 
the railway paoses through Traveston, and it 
passes through Yandina, and if the hon. member 
did not mention those names then I am greatly 
mistaken. And if I am mistaken, like the hon. 
member for Enoggera, I trust I will stand up in 
my place and apologise to this House or to any 
person outside. From what the hon. member 
for Tuowoomba, JYir. J!'ogarty, said you would 
think that they had got something to complain 
of with regard to railways in his district. 
\Vhy, there is a perfect net-work of railways 
in that district. There is the railway from 
Toowoomba to Pittsworth, and the railway 
out to Crow's Nest. \Vherever you travel about 
the Toowoomba district you com'.'across a rail way. 
I think the hon. member for W1de Bay must see 
that his electorate has not been neglected in the 
matter of railway construction. The hon. 
member's predecessor, s·~r Hornce Tozer, never 
rested nntil he got the line to Kilki van and the 
main line to Brisbane. He helped to facilitate 
the conHtruction of railway' in the Wide Bay 
district. A light line from Kilkivan to Nanango 
would have to be, taken up twelve months after 
it was constructed. 

Mr. DAWSON: Why? 
Mr. ANN:EAR: Because no light line can 

carry the traffic that this line will have to carry. 
There must be a line of sufficient stability to 
carry the heavy traffic. 

1\fr. JENKINSON: You are sAtting up" Aunt 
Sallys" and knocking them down yourself." 

Mr. ANN EAR: I am trying to place my ideas 
on this matt er before hon. members clearly. The 
hon. m em her spoke about 60-lb. rails. How many 
of our lineR are laid with 60-lb. rails? Only a 
portion of the Main Range line and the line from 
Townsville to Charters Towers. As a matter of 
fact, all through the colony the standard rail 
is the 41±-lh. rail. I do nor, wish to waste the 
time of the House in discussing this matter; but 
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I do not think such an important motion as this is 
can be adequately discussed this afternoon. I 
would l;ke to hear the hon. rrember f"r Gympie, 
Mr. Ryland, speak on the subject. I repeat I waR 
very much diBap[Jointed with the speech of the 
hon. member for Wide Bav this afternoon. A 
distinguished citizen of Brisbane, who was away 
half the time the hon. member for Wide Bay 
was, was interviewed by a Press represenrative, 
and we 'aw one or two columns in a Brisbane 
paper, giving his experience,, which were very 
interesting. He travelled with his eyes open. 
(Jf course I do not mean to insinuate that the 
hon. member for Wide Bay travelled with his 
eyes shut. 

Mr. REm : The hon. member is more humble 
in his way than the other gentleman. 

Mr. ANN EAR : I refer to Mr. John A. 
Clark, and I may say that I was plectsed to read 
the interview between that gentleman and the 
Press repre:>entative. 

Mr. J EN KIN SON : I shall be pleased to sell you 
a copy of my book of travels when it is com
pleted. 

Mr. ANNEAR : If that book is as interesting 
as the hon. member is, I shall be very pleased to 
buy a copy, and I shall read it with great plea
sure. I do think this House is entitled to hear 
the opinions of hon. members on this matter. 
We all know that the junior ml·mber for Gym pie, 
Mr. Ryland, has been travelling a good deal 
lately, and probably that hon. member can 
give the House the benefit of his experiences 
in other countries with regard to railw:1y con
struJtion. I take it the question now is : Shall 
we depart from the settled policy of the country, 
which is to use 41i-lb. rail,, or shall we use a 
lighter rail? If ''e use a lighter rail, the sleepers 
will have to be of less dimensions, and every
thing in this conr,ection will have to be curtailed. 
Mr. Stanley, as a railway engineer, cannot be 
excelled in these colonies. And if Mr. Stanley was 
asked his ex[Jerience of these light lines here, he 
would, I am sure, express the same opmion that 
I have expressed this afternoon. I say they have 
been absolute failures. 

Mr. Bowl>fAN : Then why does he suggest 
them? 

Mr. ANNEAR: He does not suggest them. 
Mr. JENKINSON: He recommends them. 
Mr. ANNEAR : At any rate, I shall vote 

against this motion, but I think, before a divi
sion is taken, the hon. rnem her for Fassifern 
should give his experience on the subject. 
That is due to the country and the Hnu>e. 
We know the high position the hon. member 
for Fassifern holds, and how respected he is as 
an old coloaistwhowould not wilfully do anything 
against the interests of the coiony. The hon. 
member for Charters Towers, Mr. Dawson, looks 
at me and says, "You ought not to introduce tins 
question this afternoon." I ask "hether it is 
not in the interests of the country that I should 
say what has tu ken place in the past, and that 
the hon. member, who I may say was the chief 
participatnr in what t<•ok plac~, ,bould give an 
explanation this afternoon. I see the hon. mem
ber for Ennggera smile at me. I hope his smile is 
as genuine as the smile I give to him. (Laughter.) 
I have no desire to be on bad terms with the 
hon. member for J~noggera, but the hon. 
member on rail ways and other matters has 
given his opinion of your humble servant 
to the electors, and I would like to have 
the largest assemblage of electors that could 
be brought together, and let the er ntest be 
bet" een the hon. member and my>elf, and see if 
I should fall at his JePt, at any rate. 'l he hon. 
member wight, knowing 1 hat I am of a sowewhat 
timid nature-(laughter)-gi ve me an opp• •rtunity 
to express myself this afternoon without interjec-

tions. I never interject while the hon. member 
is speaking. And that reminds me that we have 
not heard thehon. member speak much this session. 
·what is the cause? I hope that when buoiness 
is introduced we shall hear the hon. gentleman, 
and that he will give me an opportunity of 
replying to some of the threats I have heard he 
has made in connection with myself. To come 
back to the hon. member f<Jr Wide Bay, I trust 
that he will not lead the House to think for one 
moment that I have any antipathy or feeling of 
unkindness towards him--

Mr. JENKINSON: Draw it mild? 
Mr. ANNEAR: I welcome the hon. gentle

man back tr> this House. 
Mr. J ENKINSON: Y on did your best to pre

vent me from getting here. 
Mr. ANN EAR : I welcome him because he 

comes back as a reformed man if he strictly ad
heres to that sreech delivered by him in the 
great State of Canada. 

Mr. BOLES (Port Cu,rtis): I am fully in 
accord with the spirit of the resolution, and I 
am pleased to notice that the Government and 
the Railway Department are fully alive to the 
importance of the question, because there is no 
doubt that light lines of railway a1e badly 
needed in many districts of the colony. I am 
rather astonished, however, at the attitude of the 
hon. member who introduced this mction, and of 
the hon. member for Drayton and Toowoomba, 
Mr. l!'ogarty. They know that there are many 
districts in the colony veTy much in want of 
railway communication, and they also know the 
impossibility of the Government borrowing 
money and going on with the construction of 
much-needed railways within a reaso.nable time; 
yet when the Government bring forward pro
posals for the construction of rail ways for the 
purpose of developing rich mineral districts, 
without the expenditure of a single sixpence on 
the part of the State, we find those hon. 
members amongst those who are opposing those 
proposals. I think that by blocking proposals 
for the construction of rail ways in mineral 
districts by private companies for the pur
pose of developing the resources of those 
districts, bon. members retard the possibility 
of the Government being able to go on with 
the light lines of railway which they themselves 
advocate. If the Govarnment has to borrow 
money to build railways to develop our mineral 
resources-which undoubtedly have led to the 
wealth and prosperity not only of Queensland, 
but of the whole of Australia-I say that it will 
put back the possibility of the scheme advocated 
by the hon. member for Wide Bay in this motion. 
With regard to the question of gauge, I think a 
2-fect gauge is quite sufficient for the purpose of 
enabling the people in agricultural districts to 
get their produce to market-which is the object 
of these light lines of railway-and I think it 
would be unfair to the taxpayerR of the colony 
to go to the expense of making these lines with 
a 3 feet 6 inch gauge. 

HoN. G. THORN (Fas,ijern) : I must com
mend the hon. member for \Vide Bay for having 
brought this matter forward. With regard to 
the statement about the Buudaberg and Mount 
Perry line being a second class line, I may say 
that I remember when the quf'stion of making 
that railway came on, but l was una,.are till 
this afternoon that it was anything but a first 
class line. I know that several firbt class lines 
have been laid with 41-lb. rails. l~or instance, 
the line between Brisbane and Dalhy was laid 
with 4Ub. r"ils, which have since been replaced 
by 60-lb. rails; and I may inform the hon. 
member for Maryborough that many other lines 
in the colony were laid with 41-lh. rails, 
and have since been relaid with 60-lb. rails. 
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The Fassifern line has been called a cheap line, 
but that is not in consequence of 

[5 p.m.] the rails being light, but because of 
the grades not being cut down and 

having very little ballast. That line has very 
stiff gradients-1 in 30 and 1 in 35 -so stiff, in 
fact, that it does not pay to run trains over it at 
any speed, as they cannot take a big load. Most 
of the crops grown along that railway are bulky, 
and th" engines can only take light loads, but, 
provided the trains were run slowly and the 
grades reduced to 1 in 50, such lines would 
answer all requiremer;ts in agricultural districts. 
There are two grades between Ipswich and 
Harrisville at the present time which compel the 
Commissioner to run extra trains at an unre
munerative rate. If the hon. member for 
Maryborough will go to Mr. Stanley, he will 
find that he is to blame for having mentioned 
the Mount Perry line as a second class farming 
line. It is nothing of the kind. It is a first 
class line, and is ballasted in the same way as 
the line between here and Ipswich, aud the line 
between here and Maryborough. I am no advo
cate of altering the gauge; 3 feet 6 inch lines 
should be put down on all the main roads 
in farming districts with little or no ballast 
If such a line was put down on the main 
road between Boonah aud Coochin, iu mydis~rict, 
it would answer all the requirements of the place, 
provided the trains did not run at too great a 
speed; and the requirements of many other farm
ing districts in the colony could be supplied in 
the same way. I have not forgiven the Secretary 
for Railways for his inaction in not building 
lines in farming diotricts. After the speech 
which was made by the Chief Secretary at the 
opening of the railway to Gladstone, I expected 
to find long before this several of such lines con
structed. It will be necessary to have these 
lines in farming di.;tric,s, because under federa
tion our farmers will be unable to make farming 
pay, as produce of all kinds will be brought 
here from the other colonies at next to nothing. 
When the Coolabunia Scrub is connected either 
with Brisbane or Maryborough by rail, it will be 
necessary to carry the ]Jroduce from that place to 
Brisbane for nothing, or next to nothing, because 
the produce brought by water from the southern 
colonies can be landed here for as many shillings 
as it will cost crowns to bring it from the Coola
bunia Scrub by rail. The hon. member fur Cun
ningham can make up his mind tu the fact that 
once we get federation there will be no more 
wheat grown on the Darling Downs, as the 
farmers there will never be able to compete with 
the southern farmers, unless the Government are 
prepared to bring the wheat from the Downs for 
nothing or next to nothing. I regret to have to 
make that remark, but it will be found to be 
true before long. 'fhe Downs farmers are only 
able to grow wheat successfully now by reason 
of the protective tariff and the low railway rates, 
and when protection is doue away with under 
federation, the southern farmers will be able to 
laud wheat here at such a low price that it will 
not pay the farmers on the Downs to grow it. 

Mr. JENKINSON: I rise to a point of order, 
Mr. Speaker. Is the hon. member fur Fassifern 
in order in discussing the question of federation 
on this motion ? 

HoN. G. THORN : I am not discussing 
federation. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is not in 
order in discussing the question of federation on 
this motion. 

HoN. G. THORN: I must ap0logise. I regret 
that many of these light railways have not been 
already built. I am pleased that the hnn. 
member for Wide Bay has brought this motion 
forward, and I hope the Goverument will take 
action at once, if it is not too late to do so. The 

only way to thickly populate the farming dis
tricts in the Southern portion of the colony is by 
running these light railways through them. 
After dairy farming, the bulky crops are the next 
b8st paying, and it will be impossible to go in 
for bulky crops if they have only the main roads 
to travel over. The strongest argument-in fact, 
the only argument-in favour of these light rail
ways is that when the Divisional Boards Bill 
was going through, it would not have passed but 
for the statement by the Minister who had 
charge of the Bill that the Government .vould 
keep the main roiLds of the colony in order. 
But not only have the Government failed to 
keep those main roads in order, but they 
have reduced the endowment to an almost 
infinitesimal amount, and it is utterly impos
sible for the divisional boards to keep the 
roads in proper repair. If the Government 
will not give the old endowment, the least they 
can do is to work the main roads by means of 
cheap railway lines instead of the people having 
to use roads which in rainy weather are nothing 
but muck. The farmers cannot make these roads 
themselves to get their bulky crops to market, 
and in the Rosewood district, which adj0ins my 
own electorate, it is impossible for the farmers to 
make even dairying pay in consequence of a light 
rail way not being constructed up the valley of 
the Bremer. The Secretary· for Railways should 
go on with that line at once, as well as the one in 
my district that I have indicated. I do not say 
anything about the via recta, because that is 
really a federal matter, and the line will have to 
be constructed almost immediately. I shall give 
the motion my hearty support, and I trust it will 
be passed, and that the Government will con
struct experimental lines in many districts, 
because it is impossible to make farming a success 
otherwise. 

Mr. K~OG H (Rose wood): I claim to represent 
the oldest agricultural centre in Queensland, and 
therefore have some right to speak on this ques
tion. I not ouly claim my right to speak on that 
ground, but I also claim the right to speak be
cause when the late Sir Thomas Mcllwraith was 
Premier of the colony he stated that one 
of the first places in which one of these light 
railways would be built was in the dis
trict which I have the honour to represent. 
The Chief Engineer, Mr .. Stanley, in his reports 
some tune ago, advocated this particular line. 
The hon. members who have preceded me, with 
the exception of the mover of the motion, have 
not referred to any particular liues that should 
be constructed, but I think I am justified in 
mentioning that the late Sir Thomas Mcllwraith 
strongly advocated a line from Lowood down to 
Minden, and across the range through Marburg. 
I have not the least doubt that that line would 
p»y immediately, because the country is thickly 
populated, and a large amount of produce would 
be c>trried by the line. At the present time, as 
has been stated by some hon. members, the roads 
in farming districts are so bad at times as to 
preclude the possibility of the farmers getting 
their produce to the centres of population; in 
fact, they are perfect quagmires after rain. I 
had the pleasure of taking the Secretary for Rail
ways and some other hon. members through that 
portion of the district some little time ago, and the 
hon. gentleman expressed his surprise at the large 
population that was settled there, and said that 
he had had no idea of it before. For that 
reawn I think the line I have mentioned should 
be constructed, and also that a line should btl 
built from Rosewood up the Bremer Valley to 
Rose vale. That is another line which I have 
no doubt would pay from its inception. Up to 
now it is the Treasury which has reaped all the 
advantage from the settlement in the Rosewood 
district. The whole of the land has been sold 



Ligkt Railways in [ASSEMBLY.] .Agricultural Districts. 

and the money appropriated by the Government, 
and it is high time that the farmers got some
thing in return. To a certain extent I do not 
approve of narrow-gauge railwavs, but rather 
than have no line at all I would -be prepared to 
accept and to advocate a cheap narrow-gauge 
line, if it was only a 2 feet gauge line, over 
one o~ w~ich I have had the plea"ure of 
trawllmg m one of the sugar districts of the 
North. Although r-ortions of my electorate :.tre 
not so far ~way from the head of navigation, )'et 
there are tnnes when the roads are impassable 
from Rosevale to Rosewood, a distance of only 
eighteen miles. As pointed out by the hon. 
member for Fassifern, people in the Brisbane 
market often get the produce ·;vhich they require 
from the south, in preference to the farming 
districts which are so near to them bec;.,nse of 
the difficulties and delays in getting' what they 
want to market. Under those circumstances it 
is but right and just that the struggling farmerR 
should be afforded some better facilities than 
they now have. Hon. members will hear me 
out ~hen I say that when a man goes before a 
constituency, one ot the first things he is asked 
is whether he is prepared to assist the .agri
cultural industry. Now is the time, I maintain, 
for hon. members to carry out the plenges which 
they have made in that respect, and I trust not 
one me.mber will be found to vote against this 
resolutwn. There are, of course, other lines 
which I am prepared to advocate and support. 
I would not say one word against lines being con
structed in mining districts. Indeed I am prepared 
te give them every possible suprort, and in return 
would ask mining members tosupporta"ricultural 
lines which are so much needed. So bfar as the 
main linas are concerned, there are certainly 
some of them for which the GovHnrnent are pre
pared to _borrow money, so that they may be 
extended m to the outside portions of the colony; 
and no.doubt they are right in taking that view, 
otherwise there would be no pos,ibility of settle
ment. I venture to say that had the scheme 
proposed by Sir Thomas Mci!wraith for the 
construction of a railway to the G;,lf, been 
carried into effect, it would have been the means 
of settling a population in the cnuntry a hun
dred times greater than that which we now 
have. While I recognise the fact that it is diffi
cult to borrow money on the English money 
market, ·yet I think the Government would show 
their "'isdom by borrowing for the purpose of 
constructing lines to farming centres, and by 
doing so would not only assist men most 
deserving of asoistance, but do honour to them
selves. 

.Mr. GIVE:\'S (Cairns): Representing as I do 
a; dis_trict. ."here there is already an agricultural 
lme m ex1stence, I should like to say a word in 
favour of the m~>tion brought forward by the 
hon. me1~ber for \Vide Bay. I am tntirely in 
accord with the motJon, and I believe if ouch 
lines are constructed in accordance with the 
recommendation of the Chief Engineer they will 
be a good hing, not only for the farmers, bi.1t for 
the colony generally. \Vhether it is better that 
they should be constructed by the Government or 
by the local authorit;es is a matter that r' quire' 
diocussion. :For my own part I am inclined to 
favour loc~l. a_uthoritie- constructing such lines if 
they are Willing t0 take 1 he risk and are com
petent .to c~rry out f:he w~ork. ThP light agricul
tural !me m my rhstnct, the Cairns·11uJgrave 
tramway, which is to all intents and purposes a 
rHilwa,y, has been carrierl on in an emlnt·nt:y ~uc~ 
cessful manner, and the ho>trd carry fa;mers' 
produce at a eh ea per rate tbn is charged "n 
Government lines. Wl1i:e on Gnvernmt-nt lines 
it costs 1<. ScL per ton to can y cane ten mil<"s 
the divisional board are ca1;ryi•·g it on thei; 
tramway, the same distance, for 1s. 2d. ]Jer ton. 

But not only is the tramway an advantage to 
farmers in that they get their produce carried at 
a cheaper rate, it is an eminently successful 
commercial concern. The tramway was opened, 
although not completed, on the 3rd of May, 1897, 
and sir.ce that date they have paid back to the Go
vernment in the shape of interPst £5,093 19e. 2d .• 
and £1,305 lls. 3d. for redtmption. The total 
amount borrowed for the construction of the 17~ 
miles of line open on the 3rd of May, 1897, was 
£51,133 2s 6d., and that includes the expenditure 
on rolling-stock, stations, and everything con
nected with the line, sot hat the tramway cost under 
£3,000 per mile. It is exactly the same gauge 
as the Government railways, and Government 
engines and carriages can run over the tramway, 
and as a matter pf fact they do run over it. I 
shall give a few figures to show the enormous 
benefit that that line is to the people of the dis
trict. It started to pay right away fr"m the 
jump, and the Government have not incurred 
one single liability in connection with the line. 
For the year ending the 30th June, 1899, the 
revenue per train mile was 4s. iid., while the 
working expenses per train mile were 2s. 10,j:d., 
leaving a net profit of 1s. 6~d. :B'or the year 
ending the 30th of June last the revenue per 
train mile was 5s. 2~d., while working expenses 
per train mile were ils. 3d., ]paving a net profit 
per train mile of 1s. ll~d. That works out in 
the total in this way-that every £100 earned by 
the tramway from the date of the opening on 
the 3rd of May, 1897, to the 30th of June last, 
has cost on an average £63 10s. The percentage 
of net revenue to the capital expended on the 
opened line for the twelve months ending 30th 
June last is £"7 Ss. 5d., as compared with £6 18s. 
12d. for the previous twelve months, or, in other 
words, the net revenue last year available for the 
payment of interest and redemption money and 
unforeseen expenees was nearly 7!J per cent. as 
against ahout 7 per cer,t. for the previous twelve 
months. That ,bows the enormous success that 
may attend the building of agricultural lines in 
agri~ultuml districts where there is sufficient 
traffic. 

The PREmim : They may make it pay too well, 
and take too much out of the farmer. 

Mr. GIVERS: The hon. gentleman inter
jects that the line is paying too well. That is 
a curious statement to come from the hon. 
gentleman, for I am sure that every transaction 
he goes into he likes to pay welL But they are 
not taking t<'o much out of the farmers in this 
insta.nce, for, as I have pointed out, they are 
CBrryiwt a certain class of goods for ten miles at 
a che•per rate per ton than the same class of 
goods "re carried on Government lines for the 
same distance, and I may say that they are pre
pared to extend that tramway as soon as this 
House will allow them to do it. Taking it all 
through, it has been an unqualified and unmiti
gated blessing to the people of the district. 

Mr. BELL : The country is very different from 
the open country on the Downs. 

Mr. GJVENS: The only difference would be 
that a line could be constrncted ,·erv much more 
cheaply in the np>n country in the Southern 
agricultural districts. 

Mr. BRLL : But you do not get the intense 
cultivation there. 

Mr. GIVENI::l: The CRirns-Mulgrave tram
way goes through the scrub lands, and they had 
in the fir,t place tn clear that land, That cost 
somewhere ahout £70 or £100 a mile, and that 
expeme wnnld not have to be incurred in the 
Southern agricultural districts. The hon. mem
ber for Marybornngh, Mr. Anm•ar, "'ade an 
uncalled-for attack on 1 he Chief Engineer for 
Railways. At least, he pointed out that the 
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Chief Engineer had made a report and recom
me~dation. to th!s House and the country 
whwh h" h1mself d1d not believe in. Either the 
Chief Engineer. is unworthy of his high position, 
because he has ISSued a report which he does not 
believe to be true, or else the hon. member for 
!'ll:a~} borough was ~r"ducing him. I myself am 
mclmed, after havmg gone into the question 
fully, an~ after baying seen the working of these 
systems m Amenca and ebew here to believe 
that the Chief Engineer gave an honest and 
unbiased repor~. The hem. member for Mary
~orough also sa1d. that two experiments in light 
llnes had been tned, and had proved a f"ilure 
and that one of those was the line from Bunda~ 
berg to Mount Perry, and the other the line 
from Maryb<>rough to Gym pie. I am not dis
posed to di-pnte whether they were light lines 
or n_ot. The hon. member says they were built 
as hght hnes. If they have proved a failure 
that does not prove that light lines in all cases 
will be a failure. It only proves that those 
light lines were built in places where such rail
ways ought not to have been constructed. The 
Cairns ~griculturalline was built without ballaRt, 
and run w1thont ballast for the first couple of 
years, and there hnR never been an accident 
on it. They are ballasting it now out of 
revenue. The line was built at far less 
cost thnn Government lines, although it is 
of the . same gauge, and is amrle for 
all reqmrements. \Vhen we have such a 
succes~ful_ ex;ample of a light railway in 
that diStriCt 1t appears to me t hnt there is no 
reason whatever to prevent equally successful 
experiments being made in other portions of the 
colony where the conditions are equally suitable. 
But I do not advocate that li~;ht lines should be 
constructed haphazard in places which are not 
suitable_ for >il!Ch railways. I hope the Govern
ment will be careful where they bnild such lines, 
but at the sam~ time, I think, they should give 
the system a tnal, or allow the local authorities 
who .1re willing to undertake the experiment to 
do so. I do not c~re which method is adopted, 
hut I certamly thmk that one of them should 
be actorted, and where the conditions are 
suitable, and the local authorities are willing 
to. take tbe risk, it seems to me that they 
nnght be allowed to construct light railways. 
It should be only after careful inquiry as to 

whether the probable traffic will 
[5·30 p.m.] provide the nec~ssary fund• for the 

working of the line and fur the pay
ment of interest and redemption of the money 
borrowed to conBtrnct the lines. \Vhere the 
Government have satisfied themselves on tho•e 
pnints it will be in the interests of the farmers 
and of the colony generally that they should not 
he~it>:te a single_ moment in giving effect to the 
prm01ple em bod1Prl m the motion moved by the 
hun. member for \Vide Bay. 

Tho PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, Townsville): 
I_ do not ':'Is~ to spea~ at length on this ques
twn, hut 1t IS a _very Important question, and 
should not, I thmk, be decided in one after
noon's debate. We do not know all about rail
way building in Queen,Iand. We have a great 
deal yet to learn, but I am satiRfied that unless 
we can build cheaper railways to agricultural 
centres than we have been doing in the past, a 
number of the farmers of the colony will have to 
do without railway communication. 

Mr. JENKINSON: They are worth a trial. 
The PREMIER : They are worth a trial and 

we have made triaL< of them already. Th~ Go
vernment have built light lines, and they have 
also lent money to d1vi,ional boards to build 
light lines. A great. deal of that has been done 
in N .. rth Queen,land. We have alight tramway 
or railwa,y at Cairns, which has been a most 

successful undertaking by the divisional board 
there. At Port Douglas there is also a 2-feet 
tramway, and one at the Herbert River. 

Mr. JENKINSON: Are they successes? 
The PREMIER: Well, they are only just 

finishing them. They are now building a line 
from Ayr to the six-mile peg on the Townsville 
line. 

Mr. JENKINSON: All in the North. 
The PREMIER: The reason for that is that 

the local authorities there have had the courage 
to borrow the money, and have the line built for 
themselves. 

Mr. JACKSON: They are very enterprising in 
the North. 

The PREMIER: Perhaps they are more 
enterprising there. In the South now, down at 
the Logan, they are borrowing £30,000 to put 
down twenty miles of tramway, and I believe 
the local authority there can get the twenty 
miles of line for £30,000, while the Government 
estimate for eight miles was £26,000. They are 
satisfied with a line of the same gauge, but a 
much lighter line, and, as the people at Cairns 
did, they will do without ballast for a time until 
they have made some money out of the line. 

Mr. JI<JJ-;KINSON: That will necessitate much 
lighter rolling-stock. 

The PRKI'IIIER: No, I think not. All that 
is required is that they should go at a slow rate of 
speed. Instead of goi11g thirty miles an hour 
they can go ten miles an hour. 'l'he hon. member 
for Cunning ham says we are far behind the other 
colonies in giving facilities to the farmers and 
the people of Queensland in the matter of 
railway construction. \Vhy, I find that in 
Qmenshmd we have built within lOl miles of 
the number of miles of railway built by a great 
colouy like New South \Vales, and we have little 
more than one-third of the population. Conei
dedug our population, I think we have done 
wonders in (~ueensland in the way of rail way 
construction. We have more railway mileage, 
per head of population, than New South Wales, 
Victoria, New Zealand, or :South Australia. 

An HoNOURABLE JY1E;I!BER : Or any part of the 
world. 

The PREMIER : I do not say in any part of 
the world, but certainly in any part of Australia, 
and the Government are still prepared to 
schedule more Government railways. At present 
there is a survey being made in connection with 
a line to the Blackal!Range. I had an opportunity 
of seeing that district, and I was astonished that 
the people of Brisbane had not long ago made 
some effort to develop it. Railway conotruction 
would have opened up a new district there for 
Southern Queensland. I do not agree with the 
hon. member for Maryborough that a heavy line 
should be bnilt there. I think a light 2 feet 
or 2 feet 6 inch tramway or rail way would be 
sufficient to open up the whole of that district. 

Mr. JAOKSON: :For a good many years at any 
mte. 

The PREMTER: :For a great many years. 
An HONOUR~BLE MEMBER: \Vhat would be 

the use of your r .. l!ing-stock? 
The PREMIER: It would take a line of forty 

or fifty miles to go through the whole of that 
district, a1.d it would pay us to have special 
rolling-stock for the line of that length, but I 
quite agree with the Secretary for Railways that 
for little s;,urs of six or eight miles long from a 
main line it would not pay to alter the gauge. 
I would not approve of a narrow gauge either for 
flat country, because it wou:d be unsafe, but if 
yo" want to get over ranges and climb hills with 
sharp curves, a 2 feet line iR far more economical 
than a 3 feet 6 inch line. There is a boc.k by a 
man named Mackay, which I think may be got 
in the library, on narrow-gauge linesm England1 
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and the millions of tons of stuff and the number 
of passengers which it rs there stated are carried 
on those lines is almost incredible. 

Mr. J•~NKINSON: The same thing applies to 
Belgium. 

The PREMIER : Even in Queensland, in the 
sugar dist.ricts, 1,500,000 tons of cane were taken 
over the light tramways connected with the sugar
mills in <'ne year. It is astonishing the enormous 
quantity of stuff which may be carried on those 
tram ways, and the low rate per ton per mile at 
which it can be carried. They do not go at a 
high rate of sveed, but they go quite fast enough. 

Mr. BROWNE: Mr. George Phillips has always 
been a great advocate of them. 

The PREMIER : They go about ten miles an 
hour, but they do the work that is wanted. I 
must impress upon hon. members, and especially 
farming members, that if they want more rail
way communication in their districts they should 
approach the local authorities, and see whether 
they cannot induce them to borrow the money 
necessary to build these light lines. They ought 
to he satisfied with a much lighter line than the 
Government lines, and with a much lower rate 
of speed than that run on the Government lines, 
became after the line is built the demand will be 
for more trains. I say we are doing wonders in 
this col,my with our small population, and you 
cannot have a railway to every farmer's back 
door. 

Mr. BRIDGES: "Why not? 
The PREMIER: If the farmers of the colony 

want to show their bona fides they will come to 
the Government to borrow money to build lines 
for themselves. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Under Govern
ment supervision ? 

The PREMIER : Certainly, to a certain ex
tent. If the Government lend the money they 
will want to see that it is propArly spent, but I 
think the local authoritieR could manage the lines 
for themselves better than the Government 
could manage them for them. They would not 
run more trains than were wanted, they would 
not put up elaborate stations, and in the service 
of the line generally they could run them much 
more economically than the G.>vernment can. 

Mr. KEOGH: On the same gauge as at pre· 
sent? 

The PREMIER: In some cases. On level 
country I think the same gauge should be main
tained, but on hilly or rangey country a 2 feet or 
a 2 feet 6 inch line would be ample. I point out 
also that in the past we laid some of our 
lines with 32-lb. rails, and later with 40-lb. rails, 
and now we are relaying them with GO-lb. rails, 
but if we had started in the same way as the 
other colonies, and spent from £12,01l0 to .£13,000 
a mile on our rail ways, we would not have half 
the miles of railway we have now in Queensland. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: They spent more 
than that in New South \V ales. 

The PREMIER : New South Wales has built 
2,811 miles of railway at a cost of £38,000,000, 
the average cost per mile being .£13,687 a mile, 
whereas Queensland has built her railways at an 
average of £6,897 a mile, so that in reality for 
th!3 same money practically we got double the 
m1leage. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : Owing to the 
difference in gauge. 

The PREMIER : Yes, and by g<>ing in for a 
cheaper form of construction. 

Mr. KERR: They are better made in New 
South \V ales ; they are better formed. 

The PREMIEE: Of course they are much 
more costly. But I maintain that we have done 
the best for the people of the colony ; and by 
and by when we havA made money out of our 
lines we can make them better. At the present 

time we are relaying 600 miles with 60-lb. rails ; 
and as we go into localities where there is a good 
deal of traffic we shall have to take up the light 
rails and put down heavier ones. I maintain 
that our proper system is that when these lines 
go further out West we ought to adopt a light 
system of construction and not lay down 60-lb. or 
90-lb. rails at once, otherwise we shall only get 
half the mileage, and it is better to get over a 
large area of country even if we have to go back 
again afterwards to lay heavier rails. 

Mr. BllOWNE: Open the road first and improve 
it afterwards. 

The PREMIER : That would be my way of 
doing things. I think the colony has done well 
in rail way construct.ion and I hope we shall go 
on and do better. We are doing our best. If 
farmers and farming centre'< do not demand rail
ways, hut are content with tram ways, they are 
very likely to get them, but if they want a first
class railway right away, well the money will 
only suffice to take the lines a third of the 
distance. 

An HONOURABLE MEiiiBER: What about the 
Goombungee line? 

The PREMIER : I am not going to speak of 
any individual line. I think we are progressing 
in our agricultural pursuits very considerably. 
I understand that last year thPre were 50,000 
acres more under cultivation than in the previous 
year, and I hope we shall continue to progress in 
that way. I qnite agree with the hon. member 
for Ounningham, that to have a successful coun
try you must have a large population settled on 
the soil. 

HONOVRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: We have plenty of good 

land in Queensland. It only wants opening up; 
and as our population increases I feel certain 
that we shall have a larger proportion of it 
settled on the soil. We have only a third of the 
population of New South \V:>les, and Victoria 
has two and a-half times as much population as 
we have ; but I believe that our people are 
working just as hard as those of Victoria, New 
South Wales, or New Zealand. I say we are 
producing as much wealth, perhaps more, bnt 
certainly the most permanent settlement that we 
can have is that which goes on on the agricultural 
lands of the colony, and we cannot do too much 
for the farmers of the councry, though at the 
present time I think we have done a lair share. 
:r am glad, notwithstanding that, that hon. 
members recognise that the Government are 
doing something for the farmers. 

Mr. KATES : There is a great deal more to be 
done. 

The PREMIER: Of course we are never 
done. 

Mr. KEOGH: How many years do they get to 
pay back money borrowed for tramway construc
tion? 

The PREMIER : I think we allow forty 
years, and we lend them the money at 4 per 
cent. They have to pay .£5 1s. per cent. for the 
redemption and interest on money borrowed for 
tramways. Now, if a local authority has gut 
confidence in a district, they could snrely repay 
that amount for building railways of that 
kind; and I h<.pe that agricultural centres 
will give a lictle more consideration to 
this matter and make up their minds to be 
sati,fied with a line which, instead of costing 
.£3,000 or £4,000 a mile, will only cost .£1,000 a 
mile. If they will avail themselves of this 
system of construction, it will be far cheaper 
than mttintaining roads. I will only add that, 
while the GovPrnment has every sympathy 
with the hon. member for Wide Bay, they are 
doing, and will continue doing, everything in 
that direction that they can. 
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Mr. TOOTH (Bu•·rum): I would not detain 
the House on this occasion were it not for the 
fact that it seems tome that whenever any business 
is brought before the House favouring the small 
farmers and selectors, there is a tendency on the 
part of certain hon. members on this side to throw 
cold water on it. I need only instance the 
motion now on the paper by the hon. member, 
JVIr. K"'tes, who, on the last occasion he moved 
it, was jamrned into the last five minutes of the 
time available. Surely hon. members can show 
some slight degree of courtesy in allowing each 
other to get through with the business they have 
on the paper. However, it seems to me that it 
is time for the hon. members representing farm
ing constituencies to assert thernsel ves and 
insist upon the Government carrying out some 
of the pledges to small farmers and selectors that 
have been made every year for the last se,eral 
years. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
Mr. TOOTH : We are throwing open land 

every week for agriculture and for selection, and, 
in my opinion, for every acre of land thrown 
open, a certain responsibility rests on the 
Government to afford the selectors an oppor
tunity of getting their produce to market. There 
are two way" of doing that-either by roads or 
railways; and I think that if the Government 
cannot build railways, certainly they can act a 
little more liberally in their subsidies to local 
authorities in giving them a little more money to 
open up roads with in newly opened-up dis
tricts. If the Government or hon. members 
are in any donbt as to the utility or the 
amount of good done by these branch lines to 
agricultural centres, I need only point to the 
instance of the Isis Junction line. Fourteen 
years ago the Isis Scrub consisted of 13,000 acres 
nf virgin scrub. Eleven years ago a railway was 
run for twelve or thirteen miles into that scrub, 
and what has been the result? The Isis is now 
the most. flourishing district in the colony. 
Every acre of the 13,000 is now cleared, and 
under a high state of cultivation. Over 
.£1,000,000 of capital is invested in machinery 
alone, and I am not prepared to say the amount 
that is invested in other improvements. At all 
events I can say that every year that 13,000 acres 
of land pays £40,000to white men in wages alone, 
besides what is paid to kanakas. The district 
also suppc.rts a central mill, which, I am happy to 
be able to say, is the one instance where a central 
mill has been able to keep faith with the Govern
ment ancl religiously pay their interest and 
redemption. I could instance many more, but I 
will only refer to that of the Pialbaline. We have 
not to thank the Government for that. Although 
we have not built it by private Pnterprise, 
we have in a sense built it for ourselves, in 
that we have guaranteed to pay 4 per cent. on the 
amount of the outlay. In that district we were 
tired of waiting, and were tired of living on hope 
year after year, so we got the Government to 
build it, and we guaranteed it. No one in that 
district regrets that we have had to pay in accord
ance with that guarantee, becanse that milway 
has been of great assistance to the farmers in the 
district, ani! has been the means of enabling those 
who have taken up land to get some remnnera· 
tion from it. This year some of them have gone 
m for sugar, and they certainly would not have 
done that if it had not been for this line. · I will 
not detain the House any more ; I will simply 
say I intend to vote for this motion. 

Mr. J ACKSON : I beg to move the adjourn
ment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of Mr. JENKINSON, the 

resumption of the dehate was made an Order of 
the Day fur Thursday, the 15th November. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers, laid on the table, were 

ordered to be printed :-
(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Report of the Royal Commission ap
pointed to inquire into the administra
tion af the Department of Public Works 
of Queensland, and into all the matters 
pertaining thereto. 

Return to an Order, relative to expendi
ture by the Mines Department for pros
pecting purposes, made by the House, 
on motion of Mr. J. Hamilton, on the 
12th instant. 

Return to an Order, relative to expendi
ture of deep sinking fund on gold and 
mineral fields, made by the House, on 
motion of Mr. DawsonJ on the 12th 
instant. 

MR. J. M. CROSS'S REPORTS TO THE 
AGENT-GENERAL. 

Mr. LE'3INA (Glermont), in moving-
That there be laid on the table of the House, copies 

of all correspondence, reports, etc., prepared by J. ).L 
Cross for the Agent-General-
said: I think members of our two Houses of 
Legislature should be placed in possession of 
these reports. If these reports are necessary, 
and if they contain information relating to the 
industries of this colony, I think hon. members 
should have an opportunity of reading them, and 
of discussing them in this Chamber, so that 
when the Estimates concerned come on we may 
all have the privilege of commenting on them if 
we so desire. We desire to get all information 
with regard to the appointment of Mr. J. M. 
Cross, as to his salary and the work he does. 

Mr. DAWSON: And the reason for his appoint
ment. 

Mr. LESIN A: Yes, the reason for his 
appointment as a kind of confidential secret.ary 
to Sir Horace Tozer. If all this work done by 
Mr. Cross is necessary, I say that he should 
get a bigger salary than he is now receiving . 
Ten shillings a day is absolutely absurd if all 
this literature is required. It amounts to this: 
either the Government are sweating this gentle
man, or the work is unnecessary. Of course I 
do not say the Government have created this 
billet for political reasons, or that Mr. Cross has 
been put in his present position on account of 
his loyalty regarding federation or in connection 
with the recent patriotic movement in connec
tion with the war in South Africa; but there 
are many persons who think that this is practically 
a job on the part of the Government. One of 
our leading newspapers in Brisbane has said 
that. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. LESIN A : The Telegraph has made that 

statement ; but at the same time I do not say I 
believe it. If all this work is necessary, we 
want to see some of it-we want to see these 
reports prepared by Mr. Cross. The leader of 
the Government assured me, in answer to a 
question, that it would cost too much to publish 
these reports for the information of mecnbers. 
The Government seem determined not to let us 
have this information. I ask, as a matter of 
right, that these reports shall be placed on the 
table of the House. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson, Bulimba) : I think several statements 
that have been made by the hon. member for 
C!ermont deserve to be answered. The hon. 
gentleman, in the first place, has dwelt strongly 
on the word" reports." Now I have seen some 
of these documents, furnished by Mr. Cross, in 
London. 
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Mr. DAWSON: Why can't we see them in 
Queensland? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They are nothing 
but cuttings from the Press. 

MEMBERI:l of the Opposition : Oh ! 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: But they are 

of a very useful nature. This practice of cutting 
from different newspapers is very serviceable 
and has been adopted in England. A public 
man cannot possibly read through all matters in 
the newspapers. TheRe documents sent to the 
Agent-General are merely cuttings from different 
journals-nothing in the shape of reports-with 
perhap; a note or two on the margin. 

At 7 o'cl0ck, the Hm<se, in accordance with 
Sessional 01·der, .proceeded with Government 
business. · 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION of CoMMITTEE. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R. 

Dick son, Bulirnba) moved that £1,802 be granted 
for His :b~xcellency the Governor. There was no 
change in the estimate this year as compared 
with last year. 

Question put and passed. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY moved that £869 

be granted for the Executive Council. The vote 
was the same as last year. 

Question put and paAsed. 

LlWISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY movefl that 

£1,500 be granted fnr the Legislative Council. 
The estimate was £10 less than last year. There 
were certain increases amounting to £25, and the 
decreases amounted to £35. 

Mr. KERR (Barcoo) noticed that some of the 
messengers harl been reduced. 

The CHIEF SIWRETARY said there had 
been a redistribution. The principal messenger, 
Lane, had been increased frum £150 to £1GO; 
the second messenger, Mooney, from £!)1 to 
£100. Mooney was appointed after last year's 
Estimates were framed, so that he got an increase 
of £9. Mooney had been increased, but not to 
the full extent of the sahtry paid to his 
predecessor. The third messenger was a pp •inted 
since last year's Estimates were passed at a 
salary reduced from £75 to £GO; and the 
contingency vote showed an increase of £15. 

Mr. REID : ·what is the reason for the 
messenger nnt getting as much as his predecessor? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He was a junior 
in the service. 

Question put and passed. 

LEGISLA riVE ASSEMBLY. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY moved that 

£2.021 be granted for the Legislative Assembly. 
The vote last year was £1,911, and the increase 
was £110. The opinion had been expressed 
several times in the Committee that the Clerk
to whom they were all under grea• obligations for 
his admirable assistance in connection wi· h their 
parliamentary proceedings-should cease to hold 
a duality of offices. ·At present that gentlema-n 
occupied the position of Clerk of thP Assembly 
and also secretary to the Board of Waterworks, 
in both of which' he carried out hi< duties admir
ably; but it had been felt from time to time 
that he should not hold the rl ual position, but 
should uevote the whole of his time to the 
Assembly. Therefore there had been some 
correspondence between him and the Govern· 
ment, and it had been propused that he should 

retire on the 1st ,January from the position of 
secretary to the Board of \V aterworks and devote 
his whole time to his parliamentary duties. 
He was sure there was not a member of 
the Committee who would wish that officer's 
connection with Parliament should be severed. 
They all recognised Mr. Bernays ae one of the 
ablest Clerks of Parliament to be found in the 
Australian colonies; and he could say from 
observation that Mr. Bernays would bear 
favnurable comparison with any gentleman 
holding a similar position in any part of the 
British Empire. In consideration of his retiring 
from the position of secretary to the Board of 
\Vaterworks, it was intended to increase his 
salary to £800, thereby giving hil]l the equivalent 
of the salary he lost by resignation from the 
Waterwmks. He did not consider that even 
with £800 Mr. Bernays was at all well paid, 
considering the hig-hly reRponsible position he 
held and the efficient manner in which he carried 
out his duties. As Mr. Bernays would only 
assume the increased salary on the 1st January, 
the increase in the Estimate on account of his 
salary was £100. Then there was a junior 
messenger increased from £26 to £33, and 
sessional messengers from £100 to £103, the 
total increase being £110. 

Mr. MAXWELL (B1erke) did not see why 
the Committee should be so liberal with money 
that did not belong to them. He really thought 
that the Clerk might continue to discharge his 
other duties till the end of June, as Parliament 
would not be sitting during the second half of 
the year. He was b.mnd to say that Mr. 
Bernays gave satisfaction to hon. members on 
both sides, and put himself out in order to 
assiot them, and it was in no way with a clesire 
to reflect upon Mr. Bernays that he was speaking. 

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon) thoroughly agreed 
with what had been said by the ban. member 
for Bnrke with regard to the assistance which 
every hon. member received from l\fr. Bernays. 
He was a very obliging and a very efficient 
officer. As to the proposed increase, every year 
since the Labuur party had entered t-he Assembly 
in 1893 they had protested against Mr. Bernays 
holding the dual positions of Clerk of the 
Aesembly nnd secretary to the Board of Water
works, anrl, in order to emphasise their protest, 
a reducti.m had on more than one occasion been 
moved in his salary. He did not call the increase 
in question, and was very glad that Mr. Bernays 
was going to sever his connection with the Board 
of \VatPrworks. 

Mr. KERR (B"rcoo) saifl that in a few years' 
time, in the natural course of events, Mr. 
Bernays would feel that he was no longer able to 
carry out the duties which devolved npon him, 
and he would then come down to the House and 
ask for a retiring allowance. Now, if they 
granted him the additional £200, his retiring 
allowance wnuld be based on an annual salary 
of £800. They were frequently told that by 
their actions they hound fnture Parliaments, and, 
as the representative' of a large number of people, 
be did not wish to bind future Parliaments to 
that increase of salary. The Board of \Vater
works were getting rirl of their servant without 
giving him anything iu the shape of a retiring 
allowance, and the country was to be saddled 
with the extra expense. They wanted some 
explanation from the Chief Secretary with 
referenee to the retiring allowance, and also 
wit-h regard to Mr. Bernays's quarters, etc., 
which were valued at £150 r>er annum. 

Mr. CALLAN : They are not worth it. 
Mr. KERR: He presumed that the valuation 

hod been made by some competent authority. 
They ought to know what they were doing be
fore they passed the vote, 
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The CHIEF SECRETARY : The hon. 
member was clearly under some misconcpption. 
He seeme.J to infer that a retiring allowance 
accrued to Mr. Bernays by virtue of his office. 
There was no f'uch retiring allowance contt~m~ 
plated, nor was it in any way provided fur. The 
Comrr.ittee was merely asked to vote his annual 
salary, and in future sessions it might reconsider 
the amount, and say it was too larg~ or too 
small. If a retiring allowance were granted by 
some future Parlmment, it was a matter fur 
future consideration, hut certainly th>tt increase 
in salary did not ca.rry with it any claim to a 
retiring allowance, Any more than the original 
.£600 did. The position was clear. M!'. Bernaya 
had heretofore occupied dual positions, and that 
had been annually criticised by the Committee, 
and he held that it was unde,irable that a 
Government officer should hold dual positions. 
The additional .£200 was only intended to recoup 
Mr. Bernays fort he ]o,s he would sn,tain through 
retiring feom the position of secretary to the 
Board of Waterworks. \V it h regard to the 
house that was occupied hy the Clet·k; in tormer 
days it might have been worth £150 a year, but 
it certainly was not worth that amount now. It 
was very convenient for Mr. Bernays to occupy 
a house so near to the scene of his nightly 
labours. 

Mr. REm : \Vhat is the matter with the 
house? 

The CHHJF SECRETARY: He was told 
that it required renovating, and it certainly 
was not worth £150 in the shape of rent:. 
He thought he had explained the matter fully. 
He should have imagined that hon. member.> 
would have recngnised that it was only a fair 
arrangement to have made-one which did not 
give Mr. Bernays any larger salary, and did not 
entitle him to any claim to a retiring allowance. 

HoN. G. THORN was astonished at the oppo
sition to the vote. The Committee well knew 
what an excellent officer ;yrr. Bernays had been 
to the Waterworks Board, and when he retired 
it would take two men to do his work. vVhat 
he rose particularly to say was that the Council 
was on an equality with the Assembly and there 
was a danger of that House insisting that their 
chief officer should be placed on the same level 
as the chief officer in the AssPmbly. 

The PREMIER : There is not the slightest fear 
of that. 

HoN. G. THORN: Umbrage had been taken 
more than once by the Council at an Assembly 
officer receiving more than a Council officer, and 
it was quite poss1ble that the Council might 
refuse to pass the Assembly's Estimates if the 
officers of both Houses were not put on an 
equality. He did not say the occasion would 
arise, but it might a.rise. 

Mr. BIWWNE : vV e will rally round the 
Treasury. 

HoN. G. THORN : He simply rose to point 
that out. He was in favour of the increase. 

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders) objected to hon. 
members saying that if such and such an officer 
were to retire it would be impossible to replace 
him. That was all bunkum. He h'1d as high a 
regard for IVIr. Bernays as any man in that 
Chamber, but to say that it would take two men 
to fill his place if he retired was rubbish, and 
could only come from an hon. member like the 
hon. member for Fassifern. Personally, he had 
no objection to the increase, bnt he was very 
sorry the Government had taken so many years 
to find out that it was an inconvenient thing for 
Mr. Bernays to fill the two positions. It had 
been pointed out repeatedly in Parliament that 
such an arrangement was undesirable, but the 
Governm~nt replied that it was ab;;olntely neces· 
sary, and that if he retired from the Waterworks 
it would go to ruin, His opinion was that the 

Waterworks Board would get along just as well 
without Mr. Bernays, although he di.l n»t wish 
to de"•reciate his services in the slightest dPgree. 
He certainly thou~·ht it was better for the Clerk 
of the Assembly to confine his work to the 
Assembly, and not have divided work. 

Mr. STEW ART (Ro, khampton North): The 
proposal seemed to him to be rather an extraor
dinary one. Either the House had been taking 
advantage of Mr. Bernays in the past, and 
paying him too little for his work, or it was pro
posed to pay him ton much nnw. The position 
up to date '-'as, that l\1r. Bernays had been 
receiving .£600 a year as Clerk of the Assembly, 
and in his spare time perf .. rmed the duties of 
secretarv to the Board of Waterworks. 

Mr. GrVENS: And he had plenty of spare 
time. 

Mr. STEW ART: And he had plenty of 
spare time, as the hon. member interjected. He 
snppo-ed that he now felt that increasing years 
compelle,l him to give up one of the positious. 

The CH!EP SECHETARY: No, the overtures 
haye come not from him but from the Govern
ment. 

Mr. STEW ART: \Vel!, the Government had 
considered £GOO sufficient paymf>nt for Mr. 
Bernays's services up to the present time. 
Would the hon. gentleman give the Committee 
any particular reason why be should now get 
£800 ? If that gentleman was worth .£800 now, 
he surely must h:we been worth £800 at any 
time during the last tPn or twenty years. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYiiiPLE: And he got it. 
Mr. STEW ART: He did not get it as Clerk 

of the As,embly: He had au income of .£800, 
drawn frorn two sources. One source was now 
proposed to he withdrawn, and the salary raised 
to a figure equal to the amount received for the 
two [JOsitions. Th>tt seemed to him a most 
extraordinary method of conrlucting business. 
He did not object to paying Mr. Bernays £800 a 
year, for, as the hon. gentleman in charge of the 
estimate had said, he was a most efficient 
officer. He had had a \'ery long experience in 
his present position, he knew all the ins-and-ants 
of parliamentary procedure, and hon. members 
were iudebted to him on many occasions for 
assistance. But that had nothing to do with the 
pos1twn. vV ould the hon. gentleman ex plain to 
the Committee why the service of the Clerk should 
suddenly appreciate in v::tlue from £600 to £800 a 
year? He could not give a single reason, except 
that Mr. Bernays now found that it was necessary 
for him to give up the secretaryship to the Board 
of Waterworks, or the Guvernment desired him 
to do so. He would still he the Clerk of the 
As,embly as before. He would have no more 
work than he had had hitherto; he would he no 
more efficient. Therefore, he aBked, why that 
sudden jump of £200 a year? They were there 
as trustees of the public funds, and ought to 
deal with them in a bu,iness-like manner. If an 
office was worth a particular sum, let that sum 
be paid; but if a man was a pluralist and wished to 
cea"e to be a pluralist, he did not see the slightest 
reason why he should receive the two salaries for 
the one office. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY said it was a 
common occurrence in the public service 
that gentlemen were allowed to perform private 
practice. Gentlemen occupying positions such 
as that held by Mr. Bernays, had in numerous 
im,tances been allowed to hold two offices. 
He did not think that Mr. Bernays, after his 

long service in Parliament, should 
[7'30 p.m.] he penalised because he chose to 

conform to the expres.,ed desire of 
Parliament that he shonld devote his whole time 
to his parliameHbry duties. Considering the 
manner in which that gentleman had discharged· 
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his duties as Clerk of the Assembly, h@ unhesi
tatingly said that he was perfectly entitled to 
that amount of annual saJary, and even at the 
increased salary he would not be paid as well as 
gentlemen ptrforming similar duties in Victoria 
and New South Wales. The hon. member for 
J<'assifern had expressed an apprehension that if 
Mr. Bernays's salary was increased to £800 
they would at once have an appeal from the 
Clerk of the Council for a similar advance, 
but if the hon. member would refer to the Esti
mates for Victoria and New South Wales he 
would see that the Clerk of the Assembly in 
each of those colonies, in recognition of the more 
important duties he had to perform, received a 
considerably larger sabry than the Clerk of the 
Upper House, and in both those cases the Ulerk 
of the Assembly received a very much larger 
salary than Mr. Bernays would receive, even 
with the proposed increase. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : The salary is £1,000 in 
Victoria aud £9GO in New South Wales. 

Mr. DAWSON: We hnve the bPst man on the 
continent. 

Mr. KIDSTON (Rockhampton): It was no 
doubt a somewhat invidious thing to object to 

· such an increase of f'alary to an olil and valued 
ofticer of the House like Mr. Bernays. With all 
that had been said regarding the long service of 
that gentleman, and his uniform courtesy to hon. 
members on both sides of the House, he entirely 
agreed, but he objected to the proposed increase 
on the simple ground that he thought Mr. 
Bernays wae being sufficiently well paid at £600 
a year for the duties he had to perform. There 
was not the slightest use of talking about 
economy in that House, or on platforms in the 
country at election times, if that kind of thing 
was allowed to go on. The Government had no 
justification for increasing th"t salary by £200, 
or 33 per cent., in one jump. \Vhat had been said 
about Mr. Bernays giving up the clerkship of the 
·waterworks Board, for which he received £200 
a year, had nothing at all to do with the matter. 
Mr. Bernays had been paid £600 a year for per
forming certain duties in connection with the 
House, and he would still continue to perform 
those duties, and nothing more. If he deserved 
£800 a year for performing those duties now, he 
deserved £800 a year before, even when he was 
getting another £200 a year from the \Vater
works Board. The House had nothing to do 
with Mr. Bernays receiving £200 a ye"r from the 
Waterworks Board, so long as the House was 
wtHing to permit him to perform those duties. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The House often 
complained about it. 

Mr. KIDSTON: The Chief Secretary would 
excuse him if he said he thought he hon. gentle
man was trying to humbug the House, when he 
told them that Mr. Bernays had resigned his 
position as clerk of the Waterworks Board 
in--

The CHAIRMAN: The expression "hum
bug" is unparliamentary, and the hon. member 
should withdraw it. 

Mr. KilJSTON : You are certainly becom
ing-oh, very well--

MElllBERR on the Government side : Chair ! 
The CHAIRMAN : I must ask the hon. mem

ber to withElraw the expression ; it is unparlia
mentary. 

Mr. KIDS TON: I do not think it is an 
unparliamentary expression at all. 

MElllBERS on the Government side : Chair ! 
The CHAIRMAN : I have expressed the 

opinion that it is unparliamentary, and I ask 
the hon. member to withdraw it. 

Mr. KIDSTON: While he did not think the 
ruling was right, he thought it was better, under 
the circumstances, that he should withdraw the 
expression, otherwise attention might be dis-

tracted from the question at issue, which was 
very much more important. He thought that 
when the Chief Secretary said Mr. Hernays had 
resigned his position in connectinn with the 
\V aterworks Board in deference to the wbh of 
the House, the hon. gentleman made a state
ment which it was extremely difficult for hon. 
members to believe. The matter had been 
brought up in the Committee for many years, and 
very strong opposition had been shown to Mr. 
Bernays occupying two positions and drawing 
two salarie,, but the Government had persistently 
defended the ,)ual position he occupied. Now, 
when it was fairly understood that it suited Jliir. 
Bernays to do so, he resigned the o<ecretaryship 
of the \Vater works Board, and be got his salary 
made up to the salary he was receiving for both 
offices. The fact that Mr. Bernays had resigned 
that position did not justify the Government in 
increasing his salary as Clerk of the Assembly. 

Mr. DAWSON: He was underpaid before. 
Mr. KIDSTO::'\: He did not think Mr. 

Bernays was underpaid. The Clerk of the 
Assembly received £600 a year and the Assistant 
Clerk £450, that was £1,050 tor the two offices, 
which was altogether too much money to pay to 
tho;e two officers, as they did not do work worth 
that amount. In the interest of the taxpayers it 
was necessary that some effort should be made to 
reduce the cost of government in Queensland, 
ancl when an increase like that was proposed 
without any justification at all, he would not be 
doing his duty if he did not rise up and oppose 
it. If he thought he had the slightest chance of 
carrying such a vote against the Government he 
would move that the item should be reduced by 
the amount of the proposed incrc:tse. The Go
vernment were ready to pay the country's 
money-to an efficient officer no doubt-but to 
an extent that they would not do if it was their 
own money they were paying. He entered his 
protest and regretted that he could not defeat 
the increase. 

Mr. HIGGS did not agree with the hon. mem
ber for Rockhampton, because he thought the 
salary proposed should be paid to a gentleman 
who had to sit there month after month and 
listen to the foolish arguments of hon. members 
on the other side. He pitied Mr. Bernays when 
he saw him sweltering there under the shower of 
heatc·d arguments which came from hon. mem
bers coming from the warmer districts of the 
colony-Mackay, for instance. The Govern
ment were ,tealing another plank !rom the 
platform of the white lahour party-one man 
one billet-and if they would only drop their 
private rail way schemes most of their legislation 
might be allowed to go through without much 
trouble. Mr. Bernays was one of the greatest 
authorities on prtrliamentary procedure in the 
colonies, and it would be a great lo;s to the 
Assembly if the services of a gentleman of hi; 
life-long experience were to be dispensed with. 
If they passed that vote, would the Minister in 
charge of it give them a promise that the 
Government would consult Mr. Bernnys as to 
the advisability of amending the Standing 
Orders, with a view to curtailing the speaking 
powers of hon. members of the Assembly in the 
way in which he understood it had been decided 
by a caucus meeting of the Government side to 
do? There were about 5,000 items in the 
Estimates, and hon. members could make 5,000 
speeches each on each item. They should con
sult Mr. Bernays, who would be able to point 
that out to them. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: Why Mr. Bernays 
in particular? 

Mr. HIGGS : Because he had a lifelong 
experience of parliamentary procedure, and 
would be able to show hon. men1bers opposite 
the inadvisability of trying to gag members who 
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were opposed to private railways by limiting 
them to one speech of four or five minutes on 
each rail way Bill. If they were promised that 
Mr. B~rnays would be asked whether it waR 
advisable to apply the gag in that way, there 
would not be so much opposition to the vote. 

Mr. STEPHENS : Will you take his opinion? 
Hon. E. B. FoRREST : Will you :tbide by it? 
Mr. HIGGS hoped he would not be drawn off 

his argument by frivolous questions. He had 
read " very interesting interview with Mr. Ber
ni1ys, published in the Ol;se?·ve?·, the only discor
dant note in which was an expression of regret 
by Mr. Bern,ys that as he did not happen to 
hold his office under a certain Act, he would 
probably be turned adrift in his old age. He was 
sure Mr. Bernays, from past experience, had no 
reason to think that when he retired that or any 
future Assembly would treat him unfairly. He 
thought it might be well that each item of ex
penditure should be discussed until the Govern
ment gave them some idct as to whether they 
were going to apply the gag. On matters of 
vublic expenditure there should be full disc_us
sion of every vroposal by hon. members opvostte. 
He hoped the item before the Committee would 
be passed and that they would find that the same 
consideration would be shown when they came to 
discuss the wages of men like those in the railway 
goods sheds who were getting 5s. a day for ten 
hours daily work. 

HoN. G. THORN: Another reason for passing 
the vote was that when the Waterworks Board 
was appointed the secretary was appointed by 
the Government also, and when they sat in the 
old buildings in Queen street Mr. Bernays was 
offered a higher salary than he was receiving at 
present, if he would sever his connection with 
the board. The hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley talked of one man one billet, but he 
believed the hon. member was looking for the 
billet of mayor of Brisbane, and if he got that 
he would have two billets, and would be getting 
£600 a year as mayor and £300 as a member of 
Parliament. Perhaps the hon. member did not 
propose to dmw his salary as mayor. 

Mr. BEI,L (Dalby) said hP. would like to 
know whether, in the case of a future holder of 
this position, this increase to £800 was to be 
considered a vrecedent? No one was more 
glad than he that Mr. Bernays should receive£800. 
Mr. Bernays occupied a unif[ue position, and he 
(Mr. Bell) believed that he had a name, not only 
throughout Queensland, but throughout Aus
trali:1 in ro"ard to his knowledge of parliamen
tary proc~dnre. He was worthy of £800 a 
year if any man were worth it, but speaking 
generally with regard to the position of Clerk of 
the Assembly, he thought .£600 a year was a 
very fair remuneration. He would like to ask 
the hon. gentleman if this was to be regarded as 
a precedent? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY said it was solely 
to meet the wishes of hon. members who in 
former years had expres8ed a wish that Mr. 
Bernays should fill only one position, that he 
had .offered to give up his office as secretary to 
the Board of ·waterworks on the 1st January 
next, but he expected that he would be recouped 
the loss of salary which be would sustain. Hon. 
memhers knew very well that this ,calary was 
voted year by year and there was nothing to 
bind the House to a continuance of it, even to 
Mr. Bernays. Hon. members could either 
reject this increase or they could reduce the 
salary at any time. 

Mr. BELL: Then it attaches to the individu,,], 
not the office ? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: At the present 
time it attached to the individual, but on the 
Estimates it attached to the office. If hon. 
members objected to this increase they were not 

bound to continue it, though he could hardly 
imagine in the case of such an old and efficient 
officer as lYir. Bernays, there would ever he the 
slightest objection to continuing it. It in no 
way followed that it would be voted to any 
future occupant of the office. 

Mr. REID (Enoggera) said he was rather 
pleased that the Government, after a very long 
struggle, had succeeded in doing what the House 
desired them to do. Formerly he had merely 
moved the reduction of Mr. Bernays·s salary as a 
protest against thttt gentleman holding two 
offices. He thought that Mr. Bernays would be 
very foolish now if he did not give up his secre
taryship to the Waterworks Board, for which he 
had been paid .£200 a-year, for it was proposed 
that he should now receive the same salary for 
doinl'( only the work in the Assembly. The 
Chief Secretary had sought to make uut that Mr. 
Bernays would only get .£800, and had objected 
to Mr. Bernays's house being put down as worth 
.£150. Well, he (Mr. Reid) would put it down 
at .£100, and he did not think anyone could get 
as good a house in the neighbourhood, with fuel 
and light, for the same money. Taking every
thing into consideration, he considered that Mr. 
Bernays would get at least .£900 a year. He 
objected, not to Mr. Bernays being paid that, 
but he objected to it being voted to him on 
personal grounds. 'l'hey all admitted Mr. 
Bernays's ability and courtesy, but he would 
point out that while he had been doing the work 
of the Assembly and the \Vaterworks Board 
he had also been devoting his time to being 
a director on various other boards, and 
he would like to ask tbe Chief Secretary 
if Mr. Bernays was a director on those 
boards yet. It seemed to him that the conditions 
under which it was provose<l to give this increase, 
gave it the form of an old age pension. Mr. 
Bernays came a great deal in contact with hon. 
members and thi, vote was simply a matter of 
versonal influence and friendshiv; and that was 
the reason w by he objected to it. 

The CHIE~' SECRETARY : Appreciation of his 
services. 

Mr. RETD: No, it was not appreciation of his 
services, but a result of members coming in 
contact with him. 

The TREASURER: They know his value. 
Mr. REID : We all admit his value. 
Hon. E. B. FoRREST: \Yhy do not you vote his 

salary, then ? 
Mr. REID : It was on the ground that it was 

given to him personally that he 
[8 p.m.] objected to it. If it were given to 

him in that way, it simply took the 
shape of an old age pension. Mr. Bernays was 
getting more than Under Secretaries got. 

The PHEMIER: No. 
Mr. REID: What did they get? 
The PHEMIER : £800. 
Mr. REil): But not one of the Under Secre

taries was allowed house rent, and some of the 
Under Secretaries did more work than Mr. 
Bernay•. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE (Maekny) : He 
did not think this matter was altogether one of 
personal friendship. He proposed to vote for 
the increase, and he did that as a matter of 
justice. For many years l\fr. Bernays had 
acted as secretary to the Board of Waterworks 
with the sanction of the H·Juse ; but it could 
not be denied that as a servant of the House Mr. 
Bernays had always performed all his duties 
faithfully and to the satisfaction of all concerned. 
'rhe hon. member for Fortitude Valley, Mr. 
Hi'(gs, held more than one position. 

An HoNOUR,\BLE MEMBER : There is no 
parallel in that. 
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HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE held there was a 
parallel. The hon. member held the position of 
alderm<ln, as well as a member of Parliament, 
and he might possibly become mayor of Brisbane. 
It was admitted that Mr. Bernays was a rno4 
efficient officer in every way, and he had always 
discharged his duties faithfully and with satis
faction to everyone in the House. \Vithnnt 
interfering with his duties as Clerk of the 
Assembly, he had been able to earn more money 
in other capacitiAs outside. It was quite possible 
that many persons could fulfil many duties 
which would not clMh with one another. If 
Mr. Bernays was going to resign the duties 
referred to, on account of ill-health or on 
acc•mnt of his unfi ne-s to perform them, be 
(Mr. Dalrymple) would oppose the increase. 
Hon. members must see the equity of the 
matter. l\fr. Bernays was really trying to con
form to the wishes of hon. members opposite. 
He held the increase should be given, not as a 
matter of friendohip, but as a matter of justice. 
JYir. Bernays's holding another office, besides 
Clerk of thP As~embly, had been saJJCtioned by 
the House for many years, and that gentleman 
should be compensated if he relinquiohed any 
outside office. Seeing that it was a kind of 
abolition of what had been S<tnctioned by former 
Parliaments, and that his retirement, which was 
in deference to opinions expressed in the Com
mittee, meant a loss of the sn,l:try attached to 
the posit.ion, it was only justice that reasonable 
compensation should be made to Mr. Bernays. 

Mr. G IYBJNS asked wltethAr the amount for 
travelling expenses of members was included in 
the £190 for contin9;encies? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY said he thought 
it was included in the vote for contingenci~;>~ in 
the Chief Secretary's department or the Trc:•1sury 
department. He would be able to explain that 
when the vote came before the Committee. 

Mr. MAXWELL said that when the session 
ended l\Ir. Bernays would not have much to do, 
and he might. as well hold the position of secre
tary to the Board of 'Waterworks tiil the Pnd 
of the financial year, when the £100 that would 
be saved would be very acceptable to the 
Treasurer. 

Mr. FOGARTY said he felt that £600 was 
a liberal salary for the Clerk of the House. 
\Vith regard to Mr. Bernays being such an 
authority on parliamentary law and practice, he 
had no hesitation in saying that the Speaker 
was appealed to more than the Clerk, and the· 
Speaker also had the confidence of the House. 
Speaking for himself, it wae to the Speaker that 
he went for ad vice in matters of that kind. It 
was all very well to say that this £800 was for 
the present occupant of the office; but they knew 
from experience that when such an office was 
filled at a reduced salary it was not long before the 
new officer received the same salary as theotlicer he 
succeeded. J<J ven the Chief Secretary admitted 
that the proposed salary and emoluments would 
excted those of any Under Secretary ; and there 
were at least two Under Secretaries that did 
four times as much work as the Clerk of the 
Assembly. He did not know that Mr. Bernays 
worked longer hours than some members, who 
spent a good deal of time in the library acquiring 
information of which they made uoe for the 
benefit of the country. They only received £300 
a yea.r for their services; and the calls on a 
member were more numerous than on the Clerk 
of the Assembly. He thongi1t £600 a year was 
a very decent salary for the Clerk ; and if the 
question went to a division he would vote 
accordingly. 

Mr. JACKSON (Kennedy): It certainly 
seemed that £950 a year was a very large salary ; 
at the same time he did not intend to vote 
~gainst the increase, It was true that the party 

on his side had protested against Mr. Bernays 
holding two offices, but he was not aware that 
they had said his salary should he incrpased in 
the event of his re~rignit1g thP position of secretary 
to the Board of \>Vaterworks. It seemed that 
the G.>vernment had asked him to give np that 
position, and it was only fair that the Govern
ment should give compensation for the loss of 
salary. He looked at it from the point of vi"w 
th»t Mr. Bernays was a very old servant of the 
Queenslanrl GovArnment, having occupied the 
po~ition ,f Clerk from the establtshment of par
lialnentary govt rnmcnt in the colony ; and 
s~:-eing that he wa,s getting on in yt"ars
he did not say that Mr. Bernays V> as in 
any way nnfit to do the work even of 
both offices-they ought to have a litile con
sideration for him, and relie1e him of some of 
the wurk that now fell upon him. HB thought 
they might very well in their generosity vote 
:'\fr. Bernays the increa"ed salary for the rest of 
the time, which he w .. uld not like to say would 
not be long-he hoped it would be a lung time 
yet-hut still, seeing that he was in advancing 
years, it was not likely that it would be fur a 
great length of time at any rate ; and he thought 
they might vote the salary froru that point nf view. 
Certainly it should not be made a precedent, as 
he was decidedly against a salary of that sort 
being given to a11y man who might be appointed 
to the position of Clerk of the Assembly in the 
future. He took it that under federation lYir. 
Bernays's duties would not be diminished very 
nmch. It was true that thev would he relieved 
of certain work under federation, but they would 
then have time to devote to a large field of 
dome,tic legi,lation which had hitherto been 
neglected. l<'or the reasons he had given, he had 
no objection to votin~ the incrertsf>. 
*HoN. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON (BTis
barte North) held that there was no incr•·ase 
being proposed at all to Mr. Bernays. ·when 
Mr. Bernays had been appointed secretary to the 
Board of \Vaterwnrks, the Government bad 
taken in hand not only the water supplies of the 
d:fferent towns in the colony, but also the ro,;ds 
and bridges, and it was unquestionably a Govern
ment appointment, and the duties of secretary to 
the Board of \V aterworks had been added to the 
duties that he had to perform as Clerk of the 
Assembly when there were between only twenty
six members or less. JYir. Bernays had to answer 
questions put by meml >ers on both sides from 
moment to moment, and hour to hour, and if 
anyone looked through Hansm·d from the year 
lSGO up to the ],resent time, they would wonder 
that Mr. Bernays had any hair on his head, or 
that he was living at all. It was too bad alto
gether for newchums in politics and in r•arty 
warfare to talk about giving a miserable £200 a 
year to a man who had borne the burden and heat 
of the day of his important office for something 
like forty years. \Vhy should hon. members cavil 
at the emoluments of an old sen ant being main
tained to him? Where was the harm in it? Mr. 
Bernays was a gentleman who had reared a large 
family, and had been a wholesome, V><ise, and 
loyal citizen, and no one could assert that be had 
ever )Jerformed his duties in a perfunctory 
manner. Let them fly away from all contiider
ation of parliamentary parties and deal with 
their Clerk as they would deal with their own 
private servants. It was no increase in emolu
ments, because Mr. Bernays's duties had been 
increased Ly the increaee in the number of mem
bers from twenty-six origim>lly to fifty odd, 
and then to seventy-two. During the whole 
of his career Mr. Bernays had performed his 
duties in a wav that no one could cavil at. 

Mr. KIDSTON quite agreed with the hon. 
member for North Brisbane that the way in which 
newchum members put themselves forward and 
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expressed their opinions, just as if they had as 
much right there as the old antediluvian mem
bers, was obnoxious. That was the more regret
able, because, when they studied the examples 
which those old antedilu viau members set them, 
they should see that it was their duty to keep 
quiet, and let the Government do what they 
pleased. He had no quarrel with those hon. 
members who thought that £800 a year was not 
too large a salary to pay to the Clerk of the 
Assembly, although he disagreed with them and 
thought that £u00 was an ample salary for the posi
tion ; but, when he heard hon. members say that 
they were quite willing to vote for the £BOO as a 
personai vote, although they j'ere not prepared 
to vote the additional £200 as a permanent 
increase to the salary of the Clerk of the 
Assembly, he said that they had no business to 
vote public money tor any such reasons. If £SOO 
was a fair salary, let the Committee vote the £fl00; 
but, if £GOO was a fair salary for the office, then 
no hon. member had a right to vote one penny 
more. 

Mr .• JACKSON: Did you never give an increase 
to an old servant ? 

Mr. KIDSTON: ·what an inclividua.J might 
do when he was dealing with his own money in 
regard to an old servant was one matter; what a 
representative might do with public money was 
quite another matter. He had always found 
that those gentlemen who were so very generous 

with the public funds were exceecl
[S·3o p.m.] ingly careful with their own. They 

had been told that Mr. Bernays 
resigned the office of secretary to the Board of 
"\V aterworks in deference to the wishes of the 
House. W n,s that true? "\Vas there any gentle
man who believed it? He did not say that that 
remark can~e from lYir. Beruays. He had not 
said so. It was his ·pretended· friends who said 
so, and it was not true. ~For seven long years 
certain members had complained about that 
gentleman holding two positions, and there 
had never been the slightest indication that he 
had any intention of paying any recpect to the 
wishes of the House, although seven years ago 
the Premier hinted that he might do so. Now, 
when he was looking forward to retiring, he 
thought it wiHe to get his official salary increased 
in anticipation of a pen~ion being granted. He 
believed hon. gentlemen knew that that was so, 
and he had no object10n to them saying so and 
justifying their vote. The Chief Secretary made 
a promise, which the member for DnJby was 
inclined to accept, that the payment of that £800 
would not be looked upon as the permanent 
salary of the offiee. 

The CHIEJ<' SEcug-rARY: I said it was not so 
intended. 

Mr. KIDSTON: The tendency was, when a 
salary was increased, to keep it up to that 
amount, and when a new Clerk was appointed
and he hoped that time was very far distant, 
because hfl had every respect for lYir. 13crnays, 
and had the kindliest personal feelings towards 
him-he wished to accentuD.te that, because Thlr. 
Bernays had always treated him with kindness 
and deference since he came to the H,mse--

Mr .• TACKSON: Actual deference? 
Mr. KIDSTON: He did not know that the 

Clerk had ever been more deferential to him 
than the hon. member fm· Kennecly would be to 
some person like the Chitf Secretary, or anyone 
that he expected to get a high ollice from. At 
all events, what he was saying was that, when 
the time came to appoint a new Clerk, it would 
be found that he would be appointed at £600 a 
year, and in a few years afterwards the sal::try 
would be raised to £800. Now, he thought that 
was too much salary. The Chief Secretary said 
that that officer ought to have the ~Zame saiary as 
an Under Secretary to a department. Why, 

1900-3N 

there was no comparison between the work of 
each man ! The Clerk had not a tithe of the 
work or responsibility of an U ncler Secretary. If 
such a salary as £1'00 was granted, the Clerk of 
the House would be receiving more salary than 
any J\iinister of the C10wn, with the exception 
of the Yice-Presiclent of the Council, ahcl more 
salary than the Speaker. 

The A~'TOHNEY-GEN~:RAL: That is an argu
nlent for rai:;ing 1\iinister.s' salaries as they 
have done in New Zealand. 

J\Ir. GrvENS : And fur mbing members' 
salaries. 

.i\ir. KIDSTON: He bad no hc;itation in 
saying that if the Clerk of the House received 
£050 a year a Minister deserved a great deal 
mor~ than £1,000. 

Mr. HrGG8: It all clepo:nds upon the Ministel'. 
Yon would not give those 1\lini::;ters more. 

Mr. KIDSTON : The Clerk of the House 
occupied a permanent position, whereas the 
ildinister mi,.:ht only occupy his office for a few 
rnonths, and ca,sual labour \Vas always rnore 
highly paid than permanent labour. Of course 
it mi;ht be said that they were making a great 
deal out of a very little, that the extra expendi
ture would only be £100 this year and £200 in 
subsequent years, but he would point out that 
every year tho taxpayers were cmue upon, i1nd 
cmne upon, ~tnd con1e upon in a rnore shatneless 
manner than 111 any other civilised portion of 
the world. The cost of government had gruwn 
during the last fiye or six years to a shameless 
extent and be said that members of the House 
who desired to do their duty to the people they 
represented should make an honest effort to put 
an end to that sort of thing. If the present 
method were pursued there was no prospect of 
econmny. 
'~< HoN. T. 1\IACDONALD-PATERSON was 
very glad to have heard the words "shameless 
governmental expenditure" coming from the 
hon. member. He was quite sure that that hon. 
member, if he did his duty, spent at least £300 
a year more than his emoluments as a member. 

Mr. BRO\\'N": : \Vhere does he get it from? 
HoN. T. ?.IACDONALD-PATI~RSON dicl 

not know, but the bon. member had touched a 
keynote when he referred to shameless expendi
ture, to which he was sure every memher of 
Parliament in Australia would respond. Every
one knew that it was impossible to hold the 
position of a member of Parliament and get a 
Jiving out of it. 

J\Ir. BHOWNE: I have clone it ever since I have 
been here. 

Hox. T. :.VIACDON ALD-P ATimSON: What 
became <>f the hon. member's charity ? 

J\Ir. Bm>WNE : I give all I can, awl what I 
cannot afford I do not attempt to give. 

HoN. T. MACDONALD-P AT.EitSON would 
like exceedingly to exchange situations with the 
hon. member. He was very glad to have '"n 
opportunity of '"aying that he heartily agreed 
with what the hon. member for Rockhampton 
said reg-arding the sh'lmelese tax upon members 
of the Legislative A"sembly. 

Mr. JACKSON : He was referring to the cost of 
governmE-nt. 

HoN. T . .MACDONALD-PATI<iRSON: How 
could the gentleman whose salary thc1y were 
discussing Jive in Brisbane on £600 a year and 
maiutain all the attributes of civilisa,tion and 
dispense charity on that sum ? 

Mr. Bow,IAN: How do thousands do it? 
HoN. 'r. MACDONALD-PATERSON: 

There were no'" thouoancls who gave to charities. 
How was all that to be done on £GOO a year? 
Let the hon. member who made that interjection 
try to live on £:JO a month in Brisbaue, and 
maintain the position occupied by Mr. Bernays 
in a pro]Jer manner. The man who humped 
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his bluey might do a lot in the city on £300 
a y8ar, but where was he when the charities 
were about ? Did he throw a penny into the 
Salvation Army blanket in the street? How 
much of their £800 a year was given to charity 
by members of the Legislative Assemhlie> 
throughout the whole of the Australian C•'lonies, 
who improperly, he thought, regard the par
liamentary allowt~nce as a living? Let them 
publ\sh their accounts annually. 

Mr. KERR : Y on forget that you are not t,, let 
your left hand know what your right hand does, 

HoN. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON: He 
did not ct~re very much for the observation of 
the last speaker, because nu man knew the value 
of a sovereign better tha.n he did. Alt.hough the 
hon. member was not a veterinary surgeon, he 
knew the value of the Queen's coin commonly 
known as "saxpence." 

Mr. KERR : I come from the same country as 
you dn. 

HoN. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON: He 
came from the Barcoo, and he might say that all 
the candidates who ever went for that consti
tuency, except himself, talked what was com
monly called "Barcoo rot." 

:Mr. GIVEJ'\S: The hon. member who had 
just sat down had offered as a j nstification for 
the increase in that Aalary the argument that Mr. 
Bernays had to disburse a large amount in 
charity. If they were going to make that gentle
man the general charity disbur8er for that House, 
let them say so by all means, but he did not 
accept that as a justification for the increase. 
No one rlenied that IYir. Bernay8 was an old and 
valued servant, or that he wns held in the highest 
estimation on both sides of the Home; but there 
were smne hnn. rnen1bers, of whorn he was one, 
who considered that he was amply paid at £GOO 
per annum. \Vhere did the generosity of the 
hon. mf'mber for North Brisbane come in when 
members on that side proposed that working men 
in the employ of the Government, some of whom 
were hardly able to be'lr the tools they had 
to wield and W' .. re working for 5s. ()d. a 
day, should get an increasp in their wages? The 
hon. member always religiously voted against 
such a proposition. \Vhen members on that 
side advocated the minimum wage, hon. members 
opposite said it would drive men out of employ
ment, as they woul<l nut be able to earn the 
minimum w<~ge, and nobody would employ 
therr.; and yet they carne down there now and 
talked in heroic strains about an increase to an 
old and valued servant. All that talk was pnre 
unadulterated hypocrisy. Let them discuss the 
rnatterfrom acommon~t-;enRepoint of view. Ever.:~ 
boJy knew that Mr. Bernt~ys bad little or nothing 
to do for one-half the year, and hon. members 
should remember that they were dealing with 
the taxpayers' mm1ey. The large mnjority of the 
taxpayers of the colony had not .£100 a year, and 
out of that they had to pay the salaries of the 
highly paid Civil servants. When they told 
hon. members oppnsit e that the wages of rr1anual 
workers were not high enough, they said they 
conld get other men at existing rates. And no 
doubt if 1\:lr. Bernays's po<ition were vacated 
to-morr'JW, they could get 1,000 ap[Jlicants for 
the position. He did not say t,lmt any one of 
them would be as good as Mr. Bernays; he did 
not believe they would, but that showed that 
it was a bad principle to apply. Thet·e was 
not the slight.est doubt that many members would 
vote for the proposed increase in the salary of 
Mr. Bernays as a personal matter, and if 
that was so the increase was not justified. 
If the vote was pa>sed, when Mr. Bernays came 
to retire the incwitable argument wonld be that, 
by setting that precedent, they had fixed the 
salary at .£800 for the future. If after his 

retirement it was proposed to vote JYir. Bernays 
a pension that would be the time to talk of 
rewarding him for long and fvithful service, and 
it would be permissible then to allow the 
personal feelings of hon. members to influence 
the vote. 
* Mr. CO\VLEY (He1·bert) : The position was 
that !Ylr. Bernays had for many years been in 
receipt of a salary of £800, but in deference to 
the expressed wish of many members of the 
House, the Government, he understood, had 
approached Mr. Bernays through the Speaker 
asking bim to retire from the position he hdd as 
secretar} to the Board of \Vaterworks, and 
confine himself to ~he duties of that Chamber, 
and it was for that purpose the Estimates had 
b' en framed so as to continue to him the full 
.£800 a year which he bad previously received. 
If the vote was not carried Mr. Bernays 
would still draw the .£800 a year, £600 as 
Clerk of the AHBernbly, and £200 a year 
as secretary to the \Vaterworks Board. 
Hon. members on both sides bad testified to 
the value of the services rendered to the 
House, and the hon. member for Charters 
Towers had interjected that he was the best 
man for the position on this continent. No 
one could deny that Mr. Bemays had been, and 
was still capable of earning £800 per annum, 
and hA trusted he would never see the time when 
the Clerk of that Assembly would be drawing 
less, because the duties were of such a nature 
that their efficient performance was worth that. 
They could get men to fill the position for less, 
hut the duties would not then be performed to 
the satisfaction of the House. He believed a 
man competent to perform the duties should get 
£800 a year. 

Mr. J ACKSON : Is there much work in the 
recess? Some members think there is not, 

Mr. CO\VLJ~Y : There was a grea.t deal, but 
the performance of the ctuties of Clerk of the 
House required a man trained to those duties as 
well a' a man of considerable natural ability. 
The £1->00 per annum was only what had been 
paid to ]Hr. Bernays in the past, and he was 
sure that fully UO per cent .. of the member" of the 
Committee, recog-nising his nhility and the value 
of his services, would not begrudge him that 
arnount. 

.Mr. GLASSEY: 'l'hat matter had come before 
the House in 11'!14, 18fli'i, and 1il96, and during 
those years the strong objection by members on 
his side of the Committee was nut so much to 
the snm of money paid Mr. Bernays as to his 
holding the dual position. As the hon. member 
for Herbert had said, Mr. Bernays drew the 
£800 for the two positions, but it appearpd now 
that the Government had opened negotiations 
with Mr. Jlern;~ys with a view to his surrendering
the position of secretary to the Board of Water
works, and his getting the combined salary as 
Clerk of the Home. He had never bPen a lover 
of high salaries being paid to persons who were 
not at all overworked, and who, in some in
stances, were overpaid for the services they per
formed, but after being thirteen years in the 
House, he did not think Mr. Bernays was over
paid at .£800 at all. The point that weig·bed 
most with him was that he thought that previous 
debates on the subject had left the impression that 
the only objection was to Mr. Bernays holding the 
dual position, and th<1t if he surrendered the posi
tion of secretary to the Board of Waterworks the 
House generally would not object to the Clerk 
of the House receiving .£SOO for the one position. 
That being so he was prepared to vote for the 
increase. Compari"ons had been made between 
the Clerk of the House and the Under Secre
taries. He had bact a good deal to do with the 
vari<,us Under Secretaries, and, notwithstanding 
his admiration for their capabilities, and 
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especially those of the Under Secretarv to the 
Chief Secretary, between whom and t'he other 
Under Secretaries he made a wide distinction
few member3 would say that any of them could 
come into Mr. Bernays's chair and perform the 
duties of Clerk as that gentleman Jid. Mr. 
Bernays was an expert with a lifelong training, 
and there was no man in the colony who could 
perform his duties with the same ease, confidence, 
and ability. But could any hon. member success
fully contend that Mr. Bernays coulrl not go into 
any department of the State, and within the 
course of a few weeks perform the duties of an 
Under Secretary admirably and satisfactorily? 
He thought the dullest member of the Chamber 

was able to draw the distinction 
[!J p.m.] between Mr. Bernays and the 

Under Secretaries. Mr. Bernays 
was a man of exceptional ability, splenflidly 
educated, and cultured, and a man of exceptional 
court9sy and urbanity. He {Mr. Glassey) 
thought that that gentleman had rendered ex
ceptional services to hon. members on both sides 
of the House. 

Mr. J AOKSON: Under Secretaries do not have 
to work up tillll and 12 o'clock at night. 

Mr. GLASSEY: If some of the Under 
Secretaries were worth £500, £700, and £750, he 
would say, without dispcuaging them, that Mr. 
Barnays was worth twice as much. He, in 
common with other members, had objected in 
years gone by to Mr. Ber·nays occupying the 
dual positions, but that objection having been 
removed, he would vote for the increase. 

Mr. ]'OGARTY: This was simply a matter 
of the amount of money and the services rendered 
in proportion to it. He was of opinion that 
£GOO a year was ample ; and he would not have 
risen a second time if it had not been that he 
had forgotten something that he wanted to say. 
It had been said that Mr. Bernays would be 
consulted with a view to curtailing speeches, 
and probably he would advocate such a course. 
If giving ~fr. BernayE an additional £200 would 
lead to the curtailing of speeches it woulfl be 
money well spent. It was absolutely necp•·sary 
that something should be dom', and that there 
should be a moderate limit to speeches, so that 
they would be able to go on with the business of 
the country. 

Mr. REID: The hon. member for Bundaberg 
had said that Mr. Bemoys was worth as much as 
any two Under Secretaries, and had praised his 
ability and his culture. Now, Hansa1·d was a 
bit of a tell-tale, and if they looked back to 1894 
they would find that the hon. member was in a 
very economical mood, and was for swooping 
down on everything over £500. \Vhen Mr. Ber
nays's valary was moved at £li00, the hon. 
member said that it was too much. To-night, in 
the hon. member'e opinion, it was nut enough. 
He (Mr. Reid) thought there was no com
parison between the services rendered by l\1r. 
Bernays to the Parliament >tnd the country, and 
the services rendered by the Under Secretaries. 
Of course, JY1r. Bernays had very long hours 
when the House was in session, but he had a 
very long holiday when it was in recess. The 
hfm. member for North Brisbane had come there 
in a bit of a hurricane. Very seldom they saw 
him there, but when he did come, it was with a 
bit oi a hnrricane, right on the top of the High
lands with the wind blowing, the pipes sounding, 
and his plaid waving in the wind. 

The CHAIRM~"-N : Order ! 
Mr. REID : He was simply giving an illustra

tion in connection with the arguments that had 
been uoed. The hem. member referred to men 
with blueys not giving to charities and hospitals. 
He could say that the majority of the hospitals 

there were re><lly kept going by bushrnen, some 
of whom would even borrow a fcnv shillings to 
give to these hospitab, or give £1 or £2 when they 
drew their cheques. 

Mr. GLASSEY: If the hon. member for 
Enoggera should refer tc Jinnsard for the follow
ing years he would find !.bat he d1d not object to 
Mr. Bernays's salary, bet rather to his holding a 
du~l position. 
• HoN. A. MORGAN Wanuzck): \Vhen he 
made his reconnnendatic,l to the l\iinister, he 
thought it would commet:J itself to the members 
of the House. Notwith• anding all that had 
boen said, he thought so sti:.l. Members on both 
sides were perfectly satisfied with the manner 
in which the Clerk had discharged his duties. 
Mr. Bernays had held his position as Clerk of the 
Assembly for forty years-since the foundation of 
representative government in the colony. In addi
tion to his salary as Clerk of the Assembly, Mr. 
Bernays drew £200 as secretary to the Board of 
\Vaterworks; but the Brisbane Board of \Vater
works was to all intents and purposes a Govern
ment institution. It had borrowed from the 
Treasury nearly three-quarters of a million of 
money. In his capacity as clerk of that board, 
Mr. Bernays was as much a Govc"rnment officer as 
he was in his Cdpacity as Clerk :Jf the Assembly. 
Many hon. members had taken exception to 
l\fr. Bernays ho'ding these two positions, and 
that objection had been raised year after year on 
the vote for the salary of the Clerk of the Assembly. 
Yielding to the feeling expressed by hon. mem
bers, or to some other impulse equally worthy, 
Mr. Berno,ys had expressed his desire to 
terminate the present situation, to retire from 
the position of secretary to the Brisbane Board 
of \V aterworks, to be relieved of the duties of 
that office; but he hnd asked at the :·atne time 
that in being relieved of those duties, he should 
not be made to suffer in emolnment, that he 
should be allowed to draw the salary of £800 in 
future for the lesser work that he had been 
drawing in the years past for the greater work. 
Having regard to JYir. Bernays's long service
his faithful and efficient service-to the Parlia
ment of this country, it occurred to him to be a 
fair thing to relieve Mr. Bernays at his own wish 
of the duties of secretary to the Brisbane Board 
of \Vaterworks without making him suffer the 
loss of emolument to the extent of £200 which he 
wa> drawing from that quarter. Mr. Bernays 
was advancing in years, and his long and 
faithful service here seemed to him to be a 
factor in this matter which should commend 
ii self to thP Cummittee, and induce it to agree 
tu the arrangement that was proposed. He 
thought it was a rPasunable arrangement. All 
it meant was that l\Ir. Bernays would continue 
to draw £800 a year for a little less onerous duty 
in the future than he had been discharging in the 
past. He thought that tbe arrangement was 
one that the Committee, without doing any 
violenct1 to its desire to econon1ise, or to it~ duty 
to the public, might very well agree to sanction. 

HONOURABLE MlDJBEHS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BOWMAX (Wan·cgo) granted that the 

pooition of Ulerk to the AoGembly was an 
important one, but he thought it was well 
remunerate,'! at the )Jresent salary. There were 
men in the public service who received 'alary 
for the work they did till they reached the age 
allowed-namely, sixty years; and then they could 
go to Dnnwich if they had got no other home. He 
agreed with those members who were willing to 
p:q men fnr the duties performed, but desirec! 
that the same generosity should permeate the 
whole of the public service. He wondered 
whether the same principle would be carried out 
later on, when the salaries of other gentlemen 
holding du:1l positions came to be discussed-
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whether it would be proposed that they should 
be relieved of one duty and receive the same 
salary. \Vhen a man in any department of the 
public service had his labours reduced his wages 
were reduced accordingly; and he thought the 
rule should apply to the higher salaries as well as 
to the lower. 

Mr. KERR: He would not have risen but for 
the remarks of the hon. member for Brisbane 
North, lYir. lYiacdonald-Paterson, who gave as 
one of the reasons why the salary should be £800 
per annum that Mr. Bernays gave such a large 
amount in charity. The hon. member also said 
that he (Mr. Kerr) knew the worth of a ponnd. 
That showed that his electors of the Barcoo 
sent duwn a man who would look after their 
interest. The hon. member said how little 
the men who humped bluey gave in charity ; but 
he would not allow such reflections to be cast on 
those men. He knew that the men who humped 
hluey in the \Vestern country gave as liberally to 
the hospitals and other charitable purposes as 
any class of people in the colony. As for 
himself, it was not for him to say what he gave, 
but those who knew him best knew that he gave 
all he possibly could. They had been told of 
the rich persons who entered the synagogue and 
cast of their abundance into the treasnry; also 
about the widow who cast in her mite; and they 
were told by the Great Teacher that she gave 
more than them all. There were men in the 
\V est who many times borrowed the money 
before they earned it, to give towards charitable 
institutions in that part of the colony ; and they 
gave a great deal more, according to the amount 
of their wages, than many receiving high salaries 
in Brisbane. As one of the reasons given for 
voting this £800 was the great amount given by 
Mr. Bernays to charitable institntions, it might 
be said that the Government were subscribing to 
charitable institutions through Mr. Bernays. 
* Mr. STE\VART (Rockhampton North) snid 
there had been one perwn who had been over
looked in the discussion, anrl that was the unfortu
nate taxpayer. They ought to giYe some slight 

cnnsideration to the pocket of that 
[0"30 p.m.] individual. They knew that the 

colony was p"ssit~g through a severe 
crisis. There was the drought in the \Vest, 
all their industries were more or less languishing, 
numbers of men were out of employment, the 
rev en ne was decrmsing, and the probability was 
that at the end of the financial year they would 
find themselves in a worse position than they 
had been in for some time. It was essential that 
they should go in for economy, and abandon the 
wanton extravagance which had characterised 
the administration of the departments during 
the past few years. They ought to remember 
that Queensland was one of the most heavily 
taxed colonies in Australasia, and they should also 
remember that when federation took place their 
revenue would probably be somewhat shortened. 
He had not heard a single argument to cause 
him to alter his opinion. The hon. member for 
Warwick had made as clear a statement of the 
position as it was possible for any hon. gentle
man to make, but what did it amount to? He 
simply said that for two offices Mr. Bernays had 
been drawing £800 per annum, and, at the 
request of Parliament, he was abandoning one 
of those offices, but on condition that he stiil 
drew the £800. Ever since 1894 a number of 
members on that side had protested against Mr. 
Bernays holding two positions, and Sir Thomas 
JYicllwraith, when Premier, had intimated 
clearly to Mr. Bernays that he ought to resign 
one of his positions, and he asked the hon. mem
bPr for Enoggera to bring in a resolution draling 
with the question, which he promised he would 
very likely support. That was a very clear 
intimation to Mr. Bernays that not only was 

it the opmwn of the Premier, but that it 
was the opinion of the Committee that it 
was against their wish that he should any 
longer o~cupy the two positions. Tbe only 
reason he could find why Mr. Bernays did not at 
that time resign one of his positions was that he 
saw that if he did he would lose £200 a year, 
otherwise he would not have entailed additional 
labour upon him.,e1£ for the same salary. But 
Mr. Bernays now apparently found a more facile 
Government. The Chief Seeretary told them 
that it was at the request of the Government 
that Mr. Bernays was giving up his pcrsition as 
secretary to the Board of \Vaterworks. They were 
bound to accept the hon. gentleman's word, but 
his own impression, without being in possession of 
the information given by the hon. '(entleman, was 
that Mr. Bernays felt the weight of years upon 
him, and desired to be relieved of the duties of one 
of his offices. Of course, if he still continued to 
draw his .£800 for one position instead of for two, 
so much the better for Mr. Bernays, but that 
appeared to him a mo,t unbusinesslike method 
of carrying on the affairs of the country. One 
hon. member on the other side said that it was no 
increase, but, while hitherto the people of Bris
bane had paid him £200 a year, the people of 
the colony would now have to find the whole 
£800. There ought to be no confounding of 
the two positions. '.rhey were now dealing 
with the salary of the Clerk of the Assembly, 
who had previou><ly been paid £()00 a year. It 
wa< proposed to increafe that salary to £800, and 
the only reason assigned was that he had pre
Yiously been getting £200 for an office w hi eh he 
felt constrained to resign. That was not dealing 
with the country's cash as hon. members would 
deal with their own. At the present juncture 
of affairs, to demand an increased expenditure 
was neither more nor less than an outrage upon 
the taxpayers, and he hoped hem. members on 
that side of the Con:mittee would oppose any 
attempt in that directimi. They had heard 
about Mr. Bernays's good qualities, his capacity 
for the position, and the faithful manner in 
which he had discharged his duties. Not one of 
those assertions harl been assailed by hon. mem
bers on that side. They were all conscious that 
:Mr. Bernays had been a good servant, but np to 
the present he had been satisfied with £600 a 
year. 

The CHIEF SECRETc\RY: No; he has been 
getting £800 a year. 

Mr. STEW ART: As Clerk of the Assembly. 
The CHIEF SECRETAUY : And if you object to 

thie, he will retain the two offices still. 
Mr. STEW ART: He certainly objected to 

men holding more than one office. Suppose the 
hon. gentleman had a coachman-whether white 
or black did not matter-and he paid him for 
his full time, and that coachman, after hours, 
occupied his time with other duties. The hon. 
gentleman heard of it, and he would probably 
say, "You cannot give me good service all day 
if you spend half your night in other work; you 
have got to choose between one job and the 
other." He would not be likely to offer that 
coachman another 10s. a week if he gave up his 
night work. 

The CHIEJ<' SECRETARY : You might not do it, 
but other.< might. 

Mr. STRW ART: He certainly would not. 
He did not profess to be a philanthropist, and he 
did not think the hon. gentleman would do it. 
He also wished to point out that men in other 
departments of the service were not allowed to 
hold two positions. If a lengthsman 's wife kept 
a boarder he was given the option of either dis
missing the boarder or leaving the service. If a 
lengthsman's wife kept a cow and sold a pint of 
Ill ilk to some other person he was given the option 
of retaining his 6s. 6d. a day or ceasing to sell milk. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : \Vhy, 
there are a lot of them who have farms in my 
di.,trict. 

Mr. STKW ART: Ye,;, but if they entered 
into competition with the milkseller or butter
maker they would very soon be pounced upon by 
the department. He did not see why they should 
make fish of one and flesh of another. If the 
rule was a good rule let it be observed by all. 
If it was a bad rule, then abolish it. He had 
been very much amused by the hem. men< ber for 
Brisbane North, Mr. Macdonald-Paterson. That 
gentleman, when he fttvomed the House, wa, 
generally amnsin'{, but he had been on that 
occasion more atnmdng than usun,l. He gave as 
a reason why 1\fr. Bernays should draw £800 a 
year thn,t be b<td to cm tribute largely to charity, 
and keep up a certain style-keep carriages and 
that sort of thing. He did not see that they bad 
anything to do with that. If public servants were 
to be paid on that principle it would be somethmg 
entirely new. That was a principle upon which 
the affairs of no community could be conducted. 
The;· paid people for their services, and not because 
they contributed to charity, or withheld charity. 
They said such and such a posit.ion wn,s worth 
so much money, and thAy paid it. If some 
people in Brisbane who had to live on £i\O a 
year had heard the hon. member expre.ss snr
priRe at a rnan being asked to live on £50 a 
month hB thought they would wonder a little. 
They ought to apply business principles to the 
conduct of the affairs of the country, and at no 
time had it been more necessary than at the 
pre"ent. 
* Mr. STEPHENSON (Ipswich) had no inten
tion of detaining the Committee for any length 
of time, but did not like to rec,,rd his vote on 
the question without explaining his attitude. 
Sc~me hon. members speaking on that vote had 
smd that £800 a year was by r:o means a large 
salary to pay for the duties· performed. He was 
not quite sure that he could give his adhesion to 
that st>ttement, although he was quite willing to 
admit that Mr. Bernays performed his duties 
admirably, and evidently to the entire satis
faction of members of both sines of the House. 
because they had all testi fi"d to that effect. But 
what he looked at was this: }'or some very con
siderable time past Mr. Bernays had unquestion
ably been receiving £800 a year, and the p<ty
ment of that sum bad been acquiesced in by 
Parliament. No serious exception had been 
taken to it, and therefore it seemed to him that 
it would be a most unjust thing, seeing that Mr. 
Bernays was to give up the position of the 
secretary to the \V aterworks Board, if he were 
asked to suffer any pecuniary loss bec"mse of 
his willingness to comply with what had been 
the largely expressed wish of hem. members. 
If the po>ition were vacant, and it was put 
to the vote whether they should grart £800 
for the performance of the duties of Clerk to 
the Legislative Assembly, he did not consider 
that he woulrl bq justified in voting f"r it, but, 
taking all the circumst:mces into collsidemtion, 
it would be a exceptionctlly mean thing on the 
part of the Committee to refuse to cuntinue the 
payment of £800 a year to Mr. Bernays. A great 
deal had been said :>bout the £150 a year house 
allowance, but he thought if members were given 
the option of living in the residence provided for 
the Clerk or takine- £11\0 a year and providing 
their own residence, they would not·hesitate long 
in taking the £1.~0. 

An HoKOURABLE 11FJ:I!BEl\ : It is a very nice 
house. 

Mr. STEPHENSON: :No doubt it was, bnb 
the £151! a year was nicer. But what httd struck 
him about the debate w:ts the solicitude for the 
unfortunate taxpayer and the poor working man 
which had been shown by some hon. members 

on the other side. The hon. member for Rock
bctmpton North was particularly pathetic on 
that point, and had shown conclusively, what 
everyone knew before- that the taxpayer 
would have to pay t,hat extra sum, and that 
men receiving less than £100 a year would 
have to contribute towards the increase. 
All that was perfectly true. \Vhe11 he entered 
the House, in 1896, times were none too good, and 
lengthsmen and other railway officials, about 
whose ren1uneration some hon. n1embers were so 
specially solicitous, had their wages reduced, and 
employees in the }<;ducation Department had ttlso 
to suffer a serious rednction in their emoluments. 
But when a measure was brought forward at 
that time to raise the honorarium of hon. mem
bers from £Hi0 to £300 a vear, and he mnved a 
reduction nf that sum to £225, all the members 
connected with the party who professed to be so 
exceedingly solicitous about the wages paid to 
the working men would not vote for anything 
less than £300 per annum. Among those hon. 
members were the hon. member for North 
Rockhampton and the hon. member for Rock
hampton, Mr. Kirlston. Some hon. members 
opposite-notably the hon. member for Cairns 
and the hon. mf'm her for \V arregc, who had given 
expression, that night, to similar views-could 
not, however, be charged with that inconsis
tency, because they were not in the House when 
the question of the increase in the snlaries of 
members was discussed. That inconsistency in 
the attitude of hrm. members struck him so 
forcibly that he could not help referring to it, 
more especially as those hon. members were 
always exceedingly anxious to show inconsistency 
on the part of other hon. members. \Vith regard 
to the proposed increa'e to Mr. Bernays, he 
thought th:tt, having regard to the fact that that 
gentleman had fer years been receiving £800 
per annum, partly a-; remuneration for the work 
done as Clerk of the Assembly and partly as 
secretary of the Board of \Vaterworks, it would 
be a, most unjnst and an absolutely indecent 
thing if the House were now to refuse to ratify 
what might be considered a compact between 
the House, or a consirlemble number of hon. 
members, and Mr. Bernay9 on that matter. 

Mr. MAXWELL was rather surprised at the 
hon. member for Ipswich lecturing members on 
that side, seeing that the hon, meml<er, besides 
getting his £300 a year, had received some nice 
little overcoat pickings, and a sum of £300 as a 
meml1er of a Royal Commission. 

Mr. STEPHENSON did not receive £300 for 
his services as a member of the Roya.l Commis
sion appointed to inquire into the working of 
the Government Printing Office. Though he 
was chairman of that commission, and received 
a higher rate of remunemtion than the other 
members of the commission, he only got £136, 
which was a long way short of £300. As to 
receiving any pickings, he might say that the 
Government had received full value for their 
money in any contract they hacl entered into 
with the Queensland \Voollen Mttnufacturing 
Company, and that up to the present he personally 
had not benefited by any such contract to the 
extent of one farthing. It was most unworthy 
of the hon. member to make insinuations of that 
kind. 

Mr. BRIDGES (Nunclah) thought it was 
about time they came to a division on the ques
tion of 1\Ir. Bernays's salary, or allowed the 
matter to go on the voices, as they had now dis
cussed it for three or four hours. The House had 
on several occasions expressed the opinion that 
1\Ir Bernavs should not continue to hold the two 
positions rif Clerk of the Assembly and secretary 
to the Board of Waterworks. At the same 
time he did not b<'lieve there were five bon. 
members who wished to see Mr. Bernays paid 
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less than he W"-S receiving at the present time
namely, £800 per ann mu. It would have paid 
the country better to have given that increase to 
Mr. Bernays straight away thrm to have the time 
of the House wasted for a whole evening in its 
discussiL•n. Hon. members were getting .£1 a 
night, and if they had each contrib':'ted .that o!3l, 
instead of spending the whole evemng discussmg 
the question, it would have been sufficient to pay 
the whole of the increase for neD.r!y six months. 

Mr. BTKW ART : The hon. member for 
Ipswich had tmmted members on 

[10 p.m.] his side and himself especblly, with 
being inconsistent in voting to hl

crease their own salaries while they opposed 
incrc•ases to other servD.nts of the B1atP. ·when 
he first stood as a c.ondidate for Parliament the 
question had been pnt to him point blank
whether he would vote for increasing the "alaries 
of members from £150 to .£300 if returned, and 
he had said distinctly that he woulrl. So that 
in voting for it he had heen merely carrying c>ut 
the wishes of his constituents. He had also 
been asked if he would insist upon Pconomy in 
the administration of the affairs of the country. 
He said be would do that also, and in taking the 
course he did that night he had been merely 
again carryin!Z out the desires of his comtitnents. 
He failed, therefore, to see where the hon. 
gentleman's charge of inconsistency came in so 
far as he was concerned. 

Que-stion put and paqsed. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCU. AND LllGISLA1'IVE 
ASSEMBLY. 

ThB CHIEF SECRETARY moved that 
£7,430 be granted for the Legislative Council 
and Legislative Assembly. He did not move 
the full amount stD.ted in the Estimates because, 
as hon. members would see on reference to the 
vote, an amount of £150, which was the increased 
sum required under the heading of refrecchmf"nt
rooms, making the vote £900 imtead of £71i0, 
the amount voted last year, had in error been 
again plr.ced in the vote below the £9GO, the 
total vote showed an increase from £G G:l2 
to .£7,430. The increases were: The junior 
messenf!er had been increased from £G5 to 
.£70. The vote for the reporting staff had been 
increased by £138, Mr. Willonghby being in
creased from £350 to £375, and Messrs. Morrie, 
O'Carroll, Bernays, Hodgen, and Brennan, 
from £320 to .£340, and the me.,sengers for day 
and night from £39 to £52. 'rhe vote for the 
refreshment-r<1oms was increased by £150, the 
amount to which he had referred, an'! the 
vote for contingencies was increased by £500, 
"hr,norarium to the librarian for new cata· 
Iogue." That was on the recommendation of the 
Library Committee for 18!)(), who, on the 7th 
October, carried a resolution to the effect that 
they recognised that the previous catalogue WD.S 
a serviceable hook of reference, and had given 
great satisfaction to hon. members generally, as 
a relhble guide to the library, D.ncl they agreed 
that if the additional catalogue proved equally 
useful they would recommend an honorarium of 
£500. 

Mr. FISHER : That was in 1896. 
Mr. Cowr,EY: Does not that die with the 

committee who recommended it? 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The recommen· 

dation was for the work done on the condition 
that the additional catalogue should be as useful 
as the previous one. He had also a letter on the 
subject addressed to the committee by Mr. 
O'Donovan, and setting forth the labour involved 
in the work. 

Mr. BUOWNE wished to say a few words rm 
the propos~cl increase in the salaries of the 
reporting staff. He would say at once that he 

was not going to cavil at those increases, but he 
thought it should be made !Jerfectly clear what 
those men had to do ; esp~cially at the present 
juncture when they had it stated all over the 
colony that, owing to the long-winded speec~es 
of members on his Hide, those men were ben_1g 
de~,rived of their rest. The pressmen of Bris· 
bane must know what other work those gentle
men bad to do, but people outside, seein!j th':t 
large sum for the reporting sta~, would thmk it 
was simply !Jayment tor reportmg for Hansur:d. 
As hon. members knew, the armngement by w hwh 
the Hunsa-rd staff were paid the amount as per· 
manent salary was explained by the footnote 
that their services were to be available to the 
Government during the parliawentary rec"ss, 
and they D.Jllme.w that their services were D.lso 
D.vailabie for other w01k during the time the 
House was in session as well. On account of 
the ~umber of Royal Commissions sittin¥ since 
Parliament had met, he knew from hJS own 
personal knowledge that some of the members of 
the staff had with their work in the gallery at 
night, their' attenda~ce. on commissi~ns, and 
at the work of transcriptiOn, been workmg from 
fourteen to sixt<·en hours a day. It was n~t 
Hunsm·d that was to bl.ome for that, but their 
attPndance on those RoyD.l Commissions. Let 
any hon. member take up any of the rerorts of 
those commissions which have already been 
pres<mted, and he would see that they would 
make in volume more than a year's Hunsa-rd. 
The reports of the commissions made very large 
volumee, and he for one would not like one of 
them to fall on him from any height. He had 
heard it remarked that there had been a s?rt of 
go-a,;-you-please challenge between the chmrmen 
of two commissions. He had heard that one had 
D.skeJ 13,000 questions, and the other one 
reckoned that he would ask more than that or he 
would burst. He thought it should be nncle:·
stood by members of the House and the publtc 
tho,t the HunsaJ"d staff were not confined to the 
work of reporting the deb:.ttes, but had to do a 
tremendous D.monnt of other work, such as 
reporting these commissions, while the HouHe 
was sitting, 

Mr. REID sD.id that if Royal Commissions 
were appuinted in the future the Premier should 
arranae that their work should be clone when 
Parli;ment was not sitting. ·when PD.rliament 
was sittina the IIctnsanl staff had enough to do 
without attending on Royal CommiSbions. He 
trusted that the Premier would arrange thD.t 
when the House was sitting the Hansw·d stD..ff 
would be left with their hands free for their 
gallery and select committee work. 

Mr. McDONNELL (Fo-rtitude Valley): He 
had heard a good deal alJout the hard work of the 
HanRa-rd staff. He thought it was generally 
admitted that the Hansa-rd staff had worked 
very hard dnring the last six or eight months, 
and in fact twice as hard as any men should 
have to work. They had been overworked. 
They had been working night and clay con
stantly; they had been told as long as sixteen 
hours a clay. They knew thD.t the work of the 
shorthand reporters was very hard mental work, 
and he would like to see the Government 
grant an honorarium to the Hrtnsatd staff for 
the extra work that had been imposed on 
them. \Vhile they denounced sweatin!f ou~
side they should not encourage sweatmg m 
the Hunsa1·d staff; and he was inclined to 
think that for some time past the most sweated 
bodv of men in Brisbane had been the Hansa1•d 
staff. He thought that some arrangement should 
be made in future that they should not have to 
report Royal Commi~sions whe~ the House ~as 
sitting. There was another yomt he would hke 
to mention and that was with regard to mem
bers of the Press reporting staffs being unable to 
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obtain refreshments in the building. He sng
gested that arrangements should be made for 
them to procure refreshments in the visitors' 
room. He did not know whet.her the Hanwnl 
staff had that privilege, but if they had not it 
ought to be extended to them. 

Mr. FISHER (Gprnpic) said the Treasurer 
promised to see into this matter during- the last 
recess. He thought it would not be difficult for 
the Refreshment ~oom Committee to !trrange 
that proper convemences should be given to the 
Press reporters to obtain refreshments. The 
Chief Secretary had stated regarding the hono
rarium of the librarian that. it was reeommemled 
in consequence of a resolution passed by the 
previous Library Committee. He thought that 
the hon. gentleman must know that that cata
logne had far exceeded what was anticipated, 
and he held that it was an incomparable work. 
He would ask whether any 1·ecomrnendation had 
been made by the members of the present 
Library Committee regarding what was con
sidered a fair honorarium f,Jr the work which 
had been done? He thmwht it would stand as a 
monument of credit to the colony, and would 
probably do more for the cc>lony tlum all the 
immigration lecturers that they c•mld get. 

The CHIEF 8RGRKl'AltY: With rflgarcl to 
the Ha1mwd staff he had no further information 
than had been placed in his hanrls. He thought 
all members of the l'Iansanl staff were at liberty 
to get refre:;lnnents ao the refreshment-room 
bar. 

Mr. FTBHEH: No, thttt privilege is limited to 
two members of the Hansard staff. 

'The CHIEF SECRETARY: He fnlly 
recognibed the ability with which the members 
of the HccnsaJ"d staff had performed their 
arduous rlutie~; but they got an honorarium on 
Royal Comrmssion work in addition to their 
ordinary salary. 

An IlONOUilARLE :\h~mRn: Qnite right. 
Mr .• T. HAIYilLTO?'i : Thought a bell might 

be put npstairs in the reporters' romns RO that 
communication could be had with the 'refresh
ment-room. He agreed with the renmrks of the 
hon. member for Gyrnpie with regard to Mr. 
()'Donovan's work. He had been informed that 
the Speaker and President recommended 1\lr. 
()'Donovan an honorarium of £1,000. He would 
like to know if that was correct. 

HoN. A. MORGAN: He thought it was just 
as well to make the matter of obtaining refresh
ments by the official reporting staff and the 
newspaper reporters in the gallery clear to hon. 
members. The Refreshment Room Committee 
had ordered that the use of the refreshment
room should be confined to the Chief Shorthand 
Writer and his »ssistant, Mr. \Villonghhy. It 
used to he available to the whole of the Hansco·d 
Rtaff; but that was no longer so. The members 
of the Press reporting staffs were not permitted 
to n•e the refre~hment-room at all, and they 
could not get refreshments in the visitnrs' room 
unless they were accompanied by a member. Of 
course the matter wa• entirely in the bonds of 
the House. That was the decision arrived at 
by the committee. If the House thought it 
desirable that the privilege should be extended 
to the whole of the members of the Hansard 
staff now was the opportunity for hon. members 
to express their opinions on the matter. 

Mr. J<'TSHER : How can we get our wishes 
given effect to? 

HoN. A. MORGAN: It was a very easy 
matter for hon. members to expre"s their 
opinions on th; matter. \Vith regard to Press 
reporters gettmg refmshments, he thonght an 
extra messenger should be appointed, and if the 

House was prepared to vote the necessary funds, 
the difficulty would he overcome. 

Mr. Mcl>ONNELL did not know when he 
spoke that the members of the Hansw·d staff got 
an honorarium for the work they did on Hoyal 
Commissions, but he was quite sati>fied on that 
point now. He held that the same privileges 
that were allowed to the two principal members 
of the Hans<trd staff should be extended to the 
other members of that staff. When men in the 
gallery were doing harder work than many hon. 
members-especially during long sittings-it was 
only fair that they should be able to obt.ain 
refrPshment.s in the Prtrliamentary Building. 
He hoped the matter would be properly con
sidere,] by the Refreshment Room Committee. 

Mr. LEAHY thoug!Jt the whole matter should 
be left to h" dealt with by the Refreshment 
Room Committee. I<;very hnn. member must 
agree th>tt the reporters should have some means 
of getting refreshments. There were reasons 

why the privileges of the refresh
[10"30p.m.] ment room could not he granted to 

every person connected with the 
Housp, and he thought the reporters did not mind 
as long aR they had an opportunity of getting 
refreshments. He had referred on a previous 
occasion to the manner in which Hctnsa,rd was 
compiled at present, and he "ished to hear the 
Speaker's view on the question. Therewasnodoubt 
th11t Jinnsanl was largely read, but very often 
diffprent statements were made by diffe.rent hon. 
1nembers regarding contentious clau~es, and 
those clauses never appeared in r[rmsnrd at all. 
He thought hon. members were unanimous in 
the opinion that whPre a clnnse was cont"ntious 
it sh<Juld appear in IIctnsard along with the dis
C1I'Sion, so that the whole thing might be under
stoo:l by the pnb1ic. Another matter he wisbed 
to mention was the difficulty of obtaining copies 
of Bills that had been introduced, hut had lapsed. 
He thought it would be a good thing to include 
a.ll such Bills in "Votes and Proceedings." 
•· HoN. A. MOltGAN: He thought it was on 
the occasion of the standing committees being 
appointed last year that the hon. member raised 
the question of including in Hansa1·d the clauses 
of Bills under discussion in committee. 'There 
appeared to be very sound reasons for something 
being done to make the record more complete in 
that respect, and without assenting to the pro
posal to make it a general rule that all clauses 
shonld be imerted in extenso in the report, the 
President and himself gave instructions to the 
chief of the Hrmsa1·d staff that in the committee 
stage of Bills either the clauses should be inserted 
in full, or a sufficiently full epitome of the clause 
inserted to make the record easily nnderstood, 
not only by hon. members, but also by readers 
outside. Th<Lt was the instruction, and if it had 
not been carried out to the Ratisfaction of hon. 
members he regretted it. 

Mr. LEAHY: It has not been carried out at all. 
HoN. A. MORGAN : As thA complaint had 

been made, he would make it his business to men
tion the mattter to the chief of the staff, and give 
instructions that what seemed to him to be a 
very rea"onable rule ehoul<l be given effect to. 
With regard to the inclusion in "Vote; and 
Proceedings" of Bills which failed to pass, he was 
very much inclined to think with the hon mem
ber for Bullno that they ought to be included. 
He did not think it would add much either to 
the bulk or the cost of "Votes and Procc edings." 

Mr. MAXWELL : Some time ago a circular 
was sent round to hon. members intimating 
that they could not have more than two 
months' score hitched up. Personally he 
never hitched up a bottle> of grog in his life, 
and he took it as an insult. Another 
matter was the purchase of vegetables for the 
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refreshment-room from a Chinaman. Consider
ing the number of white people about Brisbane 
growing vegetables he did not see why they 
should be purchased from Chinamen. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON repeated his question in 
regard to the statement that the Speaker and 
President had recommended an honorarmrn of 
£1,000 to the Parliamentary Librarian. 

The PHEMLER thought be could explain the 
matter. "While the Chief Secretary was away 
in England a recommenc!ation was made by tbe 
President and 8peaker, on behalf of the Joint 
Library Committee, that an honorarium of 
£1,000 should be granted to Mr. O'Donovan. 
He admitterl that the librarian had done a good 
deal of overtime, and was deserving of the 
thanks of Parliament for the work he had done, 
but the Cabinet considered the matter very 
carefully, and they thought £il00 enough. 

Mr. GIV.ENS said that even if the sum of 
£1,000 had been put on the Estimates as an 
honorarium to l'vlr. O'Donovan, he would cheer
fully vote that amount. The catalogue was 
recognised as the most perfect iu the world, and 
it was a credit to the colony that there was wch 
a rru'n employed here. He was certain that if 
the Government chose to iesue 'I large edition of 
the catalogue, tlwy could make more than the 
£1,000 out of it. Several very good offe~s had 
been made to him for a copy that was given to 
lum. 

An HmwurrABLE MEMBER: "Why didn't you 
take them? 

i\Tr. GIVENS: He was not in the habit of 
sdling a gift. He had given it to the school of 
arts in the town to which he belonged, and it 
was an eminently useful work of reference for 
any public library to have, because if anyone 
desired to study any particular subject., he had 
only to refer to the catalogue to find the best 
works on that subject. He would cheerfully vote 
the £500, as no money had ever been better or 
more honestly earned. 

HoN. K B. I•'ORREST (Brisbane Nm·th) quite 
ngreed with the hon. member for Cairns. The 
catalngne was onp of the most satisfactory works 
of the kind ever pnblished. They all ]mew that 
there was an immense amount of labour im·olved 
in its compilation. He did not agree with the 
Premier with regard to thA lihmrian drawing 
a good s:tlary. No doubt £500 was a good 
s;,lary, but he would like to know if it was 
understood that any portion of that salary was 
to count in connection with the preparation of 
the catalogue. The catalogue was a work 
entirely apart from the duties of the libra
rirrn. "\Vben the first catalogue was pub
lished, everyone was delighted with it, and 
hon. members had been only too plea,ed to vote 
J\'Ir. ()'Donovan an honorarium of £1,000, and 
there was no doubt that there was a great deal 
more work bestowerl upon the pratluction 
of the second. \V ell, if the first catalogue was 
worth £1,000, surely the second was worth "-t 
le·tst as much. No reason had heen given why 
the Government had disregarded the recommen
dation of the Library Committee, who ought to 
be able t<> judge of the value of the work better 
than anyone elsP. He unrlerstood they had 
been unanimons in their recommenrlation. If 
J\'Ir. O'Donovan had "t any time asked for an 
increase of salary, he would no rloubt have got 
it., and it would donbtless have amounted to a 
great deal more by now than even an honm~arium 
of £1,000. He had been seventeen years m the 
preparation of the catalogue, and snpposing he 
had received an iucrr.eee of £100 a yenr, that 
would have been a total of £1,700. Of course, 
they could not increase the amount on the Esti
mates, but he would like to bear an expression 

from the Premier that he was not disinclined to 
put an additional sum of:£500 onjthe Supple
mentary }estimates. 

Mr. LEAHY had gone carefully through 
the catalogue, and he certainly agreed with 
those hon. m em hers who bad spoken of 1t as a 
work which was invaluable to members of 
Parliament. They§had[heard~a:great deal about 
the high qualifications uf officers of the House, 
but there were verv few-if there were any-men 
in Queensland who' had the necessary reading and 
the necessary faculty for the compilation of the 
work which bad been produced by Mr. O'Dono
van. Mr. {)'Donovan had undertaken some 
years ago to keep tbe catalogue up to date at the 
request of the Library Committee. There had 
been no express sum mentioned at the time, but 
if he bad asked for the services of a clerk at 
£100 a year to give him clerical assi:'tance~ it 
would in all probability have been given him. 
\Veil, if he had got £100 a year for clerical assist
ance that would have amounted, as the hon. 
mern'ber for Brisbane North bad said, to £1,700, 
and now they wanted to put him off with £500-
or about ten "bob" a week for the work he bad 
done in compilina that marvellous catalogue. 
Having regard to tlJe condition of the Tr.<easury, 
he was not anxious, if it could he avmded, to 
part unnecessarily with any money, but that ~as 
no reason why they should not re~ard serv1ces 
which had been so ably and fmthfully per
formed. 

Mr. LESINA (Cimaont) thought the GO\·er~
ment had acted in a very paltry manner m 
refusing to accept the recommendation of the 
Library Committee, and it would only be do!ng 
jnstice to :Mr. {)'Donovan to place another £C>ll0 
on the Snpplementary Estimates in recognition of 
the industry and research he had bestowed upon 
the catalogue. Corr,petent librarians in all parts of 
the world spoke 0f the work as an ideal cata
logue. It was constrnct,ed on a new scientific 
principle, and one w~JCh would b~ larg~ly 
adopted in the course of time. In proposmg to give 
£500 for the work of seventeen years the Govern
ment showed that they had no appreciation <~f 
talent. They might very well cut down E)Xpen,di
ture in other directions in order to give thehbranan 
another £500. He did not suppose it would 
represent more than £2 10s. a month for the time 
it bad been in course of preparatiOn. Anyone 
who looked at the Nttalogue could see that the 
labour must have been stnpendous. In fact, it 
was wurth £500 per annum to hon. members, as 
if they went into the library during the hurry of 
a debate they were able to hunt up the informa
tion they wanted by a minute's reference to the 
catalogue. 
• Mr. CO\VLEY: As a former member of the 
Library- Committee, he desired to say a few 
words on the question. He understood at the 
time from the Iibmrian that the work of the 
catalogue was the work he was performing every 
day. \Vhen new books came they were at once 
enterPd · but it was practically, so far as he 
underst~od the result of his every day's labour, 
and not of 'any special effort on his part at all. 
It was an essential part of a librarian's duty to 
compile a catalogue, and kPep it as nearly as 
pos,ible up-to·date. Some hon. members seemed 
to think that the librarian deliberately sat down, 
say, twelve months ago and c~mpiled the cata
logue, but, as a matter of fact, it was done from 
day to day. 

Mr. LESIN.\: He got £1,000 for another cata
logue not as good as this. 

Mr. CJOWLEY : If a mistake was made 
years ago that was no reason for repeating it. 
ln order to have some finality on the question 
the much better course would be to recognise 
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what were the duties of a librarian, and if com
piling a catalogue was not included, then increase 
the salary on the distinct understanding that it 
w:>s the librarian's duty to compile a catalogue. 
He had a very good assistant in the library and 
he could then devote most of his time to that 
work. 

Mr. FISHI~R : The hon. member for Herbert 
had made an extraordinary statement for a man 
of his ability and general ki10wled"'e-that it was 
a librarian's duty to compile a cat.Jogue. Surely 
the hon. member knew that there were catalogues 
and catalogues. There had been any number of 
snpplementary catalognes issned by the librarian 
for ordinary pnrposes, but the hon. gentleman 
could not contend for a moment that the work 
of the new catalogue had been compiled in the 
same rnanner as the ordinary ca.tn,logne:5. 

Mr. CowLJ<~¥ : Yes. 
Mr. :B'ISHEH: That contention was entirely 

wrong. 
Mr. CowLllY: My informant was the librarian, 
Mr. FISHER: What the librarian intended 

to convey was that he compiled the ordinary 
catalogne from day to day. If the work was 
not something out of the ordinary, how did it 
come about that men competent to jndge declarecl 
that it was almost impossible to believe that the 
work was that of one man done in a lifetime. 
The contention of the hon. member was that if 
the salary was not enongh it should he increased· 
but he (Mr. :B'isher) contended that the cornpila: 
tion of snch a catalogue was no part of the 
librarian's dnty. It was not at all likely that 
such ':nother catalogue as that which had just 
been rssned could be compiled by the present 
libra~ian in hb lifetime. He cl id not pretend to 
be a Judge, but from the criticisms he had heard 
of people who were competent to judge, there 
was no doubt that the work was absolntely of a 
nnique character, and highly creditable to the 
libmrian. 

Mr. J;IIGGS h'.'p~d the Premier would give an 
expresswn of opmwn as t,, whether an extra 
amount should be paid to the librarian and 
whether he would place it on the Suppleme~tary 
Estmmtes. The work was such that the librarian 
need not have done if he had chosen to confine 
himself to the ordinary dnties of a librarian. He 
had before him a list of criticisms on the work 
which were highly complimentary to JY1r. 
O'DonoYan. The parliamentry librarian of 
Canada wrote: "It stands pre-eminent. I am 
trnly amazed at the result." He did not want to 
occnpy the time of the Committee in reading 
nnmerous other highly complimentary references 
to the c<>talogne, but he sincerely hoped that the 
splendid work of Mr. O'Donovan would be 
recognised in a fitting manner. 
. Ho~. A. MORGAN would not occnpy the 

tnn.e of the Committee in giving the reasons 
whwh actuated the Pre"ident and himself in 
~aking the recommendation which they did; bnt 
1t was only becau"e he knew that members were 
anxious to adjonrn that he refrained from doing 
so. The President and himself thought the 
reasons ample and sufficient, and he rearetted 
that the . Government had not seen their way 
clear to grve effect to the recommendation. N at
withstanding the decision whinh had been come 
to, he believed the reasons which were given 
fnlly justified the recommendation which had 
been made. 

11•·. STORY (Balanne) referring to the question 
of Hfmcard, he would draw attention to the f•ct 
that Hansard w»s largely distributed throughout 
the colony, and he thought members should hftve 
nn opport':'nity of correcting their speeches which 
were published m Hansm·d issued at the end of 
the week. A slight mist>tke might alter the 
whole sense of what a member intended to say. 

If it could be arranged that members could see 
their proofs, and have a chance of 

[11 p. m.] correcting them before Hansard was 
pnblished, the reports would be very 

much more valuable than they were at present. 
vVith regard to the library catalogue, he was 
simply amazed at the amount of work pnt into 
it, and at the value of the hook, not only to the 
Parliament., bnt to every library where the Eng
lish langnage was spoken. He believed that, if 
the volume were distributed over the civilised 
world awl sold it would pay handsomely, and he 
trnsted the Premier wonld reconsider the amonnt 
of the honorarium to be voted to JYir. 
O'Donovan. 

Mr. KEHR: The hon. member for Cook had 
said something about the waitresses in the 
refre,hment-room being paid sweated wages, but 
no member of the Refreshment Room Committee 
had replied to his remarks. As to the honorarinm 
to Mr. O'Dono~an, that gentleman was paid a 
salary of £fi00 per annnm, and he had done that 
work in the mPmtim~, so that he would be very 
well treated if he got an honorarium of £i500 in 
addition to his salary. There were men going 
about with the toes ont of their boots and the 
backs ides ont of their tronsers, and as those men 
had to pay their share of the taxes of the colony, 
hon. members should consider that fact before 
they voted to a public servttnt receiving £ii00 per 
annum an honorarium of £1,000. 

Mr. ,T, HAMILTON wished to know what 
wages the caterer of the refreshment-room got, 
and if in addition to his wages he received all 
profits on meals snpplied to hon. members and 
on dtinks sold at the bar; also what wages were 
paid to the waitresses. 

HoN. A. MORGAN: The term "sweat" had 
heen used twice in the course of the discussion
once by the hon. member for Cook, and once by 
the hon. member fur Barcoo. He did not under
stand what the term meant, and before he could 
nndertake to answer the question in which it 
was used, he would like to have the word defined 
hy' either of the hon. members who used it. 
The wages paid to the servants in the refresh
medt-room were-cook, £2 10s. per week; head 
waitress, 15s. per week, in additi .. m to which 
there was an allowance of 10s. per week for her 
keep; five waitresses, 12s. a week each; kitchen
maid, 13s. per week; scullery-maid, 12.;, per 
week; laundress, 13s. per week; and a boy, 12s. 
per week. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: Does the State or the 
caterer pay those wages ? 

HoN. A. MORGAN: The State paid those 
wages. 

Mr. J. H.HIILTO~: The question he asked was 
what wages did the caterer get? 

HoN. A. MORGAN: If the hon. member 
desired to obtain any information from the 
Hefreshment Ro<>m Committee, he should be glad 
if the hon. member wonld ask his questions all 
together, as it wonld save the time of the Com
mittee, and he shonld be glad to give the fullest 
information. 

Mr. ,J. HAMILTON wonld ask his qnestions 
in his own way, and did not want any dictation 
from the Speaker as to how he should ask them. 
He asked what wages were paid to the caterer, 
and if in addition to his wages he received all 
profits on meals supplied to hon. members and 
on drinks sold at the bar; and it was very im
pertinent for the hon. gentleman to dictate to 
him and say that the qnestion was not put in a 
proper n1anner. 

Mr. HIGGS did not think 12". a week was a 
fair wage to pay to waitresses in the refresh
ment-room, especially as it was only paid while 
the Honse was sitting. 
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Mr. LESINA thought the Government should 
set an example to other employers by paying 
decent wageR. The wages which had been men
tioned would be recorded in Hansa1·d, and would 
be quoted on the other side of the world as 'the 
wages paid to the very pick of the young ladies 
to be obtained in Brisbane, who had to work till 
12 or 1 o'clock at night. Employers outside 
wou!d·naturally say, why should they pay 15s. 
a week when employees "'t l'arli"'ment HouRe 
were only receiving 12R. a week? lf they con
tinued to pay such a rate nf wages they would 
injure the credit of the colony, and injure their 
chance of getting immigrants to cnrrw to Queens
land. 

Mr. HARDAORI~ was :1,stonished that only 
12s. "' week was paid tu th(, waitresses in the 
refreshment-room, who worked very long hours, 
from morning till midnight, and aftee some
times. Taey must neces,arily incur consider
"'ble expense in keeping themselves clean and 
tidy. The present Spen,ker soon after his elec
tion set a very good example by mising the 
wages of some boys who had previously been 
underpaid, and he· hoped now th"'t the matter 
had been mentioned the hon. gentleman would 
undertake to do something for those girls, 
because, "'" he understood, the Speaker had 
control of everything connected with the House; 
the P"'Ytn"nt of those girls w:1,s practicRlly fixed 
by him. He thought not less than £1 per week 
was a fair wage for the work they did. 
* Mr. CO\VLRY would bP g-lad if the Speaker 
could tell them the tot:J,]number of "'Pplieations 
for the catalogue, how nmny had been granted, 
and to whom. He wishad, also, to know what 
bad been the cost of renovating the furniture of 
the Chamber, inclutling the carpet. He would 
like, also, to know t.he cost of the bathroom fitted 
up on the second floor of the Alice street wing, 
and whether it was for the use of the servants, 
:1,nd the cost of supplying a hot-watH n,pparatus 
for the bathroom on the ground flor>r of that 
wing, and whether the bathroom so fitter\ was 
:J,vailable to all members of the House. He 
wished, further, to know the total number of 
photographs of the Parliamentary Buildings, to 
whom they were supplied, and the cost? 

* HoN. A. MORGAN: He would answer as 
many of the questions as he could remember. 
\Vith regard to the pictures of Parliament 
House, one had been supplied to e:1,ch member of 
each House, and the cost was about lls. 6d. 
each. He believed that one or two ex-members 
who d(Jsired to purchase a copy harl been allowed 
to do so at the price paid to the contractor by 
the committee. The cost of renovating the 
Chamber, including the carpet, was about £250. 
Not less than thirty or forty applications had 
been made for the c'tt:J,logues, some from as far 
distant as London, the latter applicants ex
pressing their willing-ness to pay whatever might 
be charged for it. Those were supplied through 
the Agent-General. Each application had been 
dealt with on its merits; but., except to members 
and a few learned societies, the only gifts that had 
been made were to the committees of the Schools of 
Arts at Brisbane, Rockhampton, and Towns
ville. The bathroom on the ground floor of the 
Alice Btreet wing had been supplied with hot 
water apparatus at"' cost of about £8 or £9, was 
available to all members, and had been supplied. 
at the request of me m hers, and the key was kept 
on"' nail in the fire-hose cabinet. The bathmom 
on the second floor was available for the Ransm·d 
and Press reporters, and those whose duties kept 
them on that floor. Perhaps it would be con
venient in :J,Uswer to the questions raised by the 
hon. member for Cook, about the refreshment
rooms, if he stated what the present :J,rrange
ments were. The committee at their July meet-

ing, the first of the present financial ye:1,r, came to 
certain resolutions, of which the following was 
the record in the minute-book :-

A letter was read from the caterer (Charles Bald win) 
submitting schedule showing the cost of servants per 
week during session (£l7), and recess (£12 13s.). 'l'he 
letter stated that the meals provided \Vere not at
tended bv a snflicient number of members to make t.he 
dining rOom remunerative, while the rates charged. are 
lower than tlleJ were when the caterer was suaranteed 
payment for a certain number. A renewal of the 
gnarantf~e was applied for, the c~ttcrer alleging that be 
had lost a con~iderablc sum of money during the la~t 
fonr or five \"C:Ll'S. The caterer further at-<ked, in t.he 
a.li.erl'ntive. for a salary at the rnto of <£2()0 ver annmu. 
rrhe committee, after delibcrntion, rc:-;olved-

1. That, from 1st Jn1y, l90t), the eaterer be appointed 
mnnHger, and be paid a salary at the rttte or £:200 ver 
annum. 

2. '!'hat, from the 1st .Tnly, 1900, t.be servants' 'vages 
be paid by the committee, on vonehers to be rendered 
monthly by the twtnnger, according to the followmg 
scale:---

1 cook, per week, £2 10s.; 1 he'1d waitress, per 
week. l:"ls.; 5 waitrpsses, at l2s. eaPh per week, 
£:{; ll<itehen mail'l, vcr week, 13s.; 1 scullery 
maid, per 'veek, 12s.; 1 laundn,.;;s, per week, 
I:3s.; keep for 10 persons at l Os. etwh. £5. 

That w,tge list for"' week was £13 3s. For one 
month that mn out to £f",2 12··., and estimating 
the average duration of the seRsion a.t :::>ix nwnths, 
to £315 l:k for the seRsion. During the rece· s 
the numbers wonld be the same, except that the 
waitresses would b9 reduced from six to three. 
The weekly cost, therefore, for sArvants' wages 
and keep during the recess was £H lfis., or for a 
month of four weeks £3ii, and for six months 
£210, which ad<lerl to the cost for the 
session made £f,2ii, and with the caterer's 
s:1,lary added the amount was £725. By 
the old arrangement they were P"'ying 
£7GO per annum. They now made the caterer, 
who was forrner1y a contractor, their rnanager. 
They paid him a salary of £200, and allowed 
him a certain staff of servant'), whm;;e w·ages 
were paid on vouchers rendered monthly. The 
staff of servants could not be increased nor the 
wages nltered without the consent of the com~ 
mittee. 

!VIr. J<'Jsm:R: It L; now a State affair. 
HoN. A. MORGAN: Yes, and for reasons 

which appeMed to be good and sufficient that 
change was made. 

Mr. \V. HAM!Ul'ON : I think that obtains in 
the other colonies. 

Hox. A. MORGAN: It was practically on 
the same basis as in the other colonies. The 
charges for meals were to remain :J,S hitherto. 
The manager was allowed to supply meals to 
members <tt the scale of charges provided, and 
he was allowed to snpply drink, and make what 
profit he could out of it. From the refreshment
tables he (Mr. Morgan) thonght there was little 
or no profit-probably there was a loss. As to 
what the profit might be from the bar, be was 
not in a position to say. The alternative to the 
existing svstem in that respect was !Gr the 
committee" and the H>Juse to take charge 
and purchase stores for the bar, but that was 
a change he did" not think ought to he thought 
of for a moment. The caterer, he thought it 
would be admitted, d.i-charged his duties 
well, :1,ncl on the whole there was little or no 
cause for complaint as to the managemFnt of 
affairs at the other end of the establishment. If 
the wages of the waitre,.·;es were thoug-ht to be 
too low, all he could say was that they were the 
waf!eS that hitherto had been paid, and paid 
without any complaint reaching the committee 
from those to whom those "ages were paid. He 
thought if members would consider the situation 
in all its bearing<, they would see th:1,t the 
arrangement the committee had made had 
brought about tt better state of things in many 
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respects than prevailed before, while it was one 
that would not involve the public exchequer in 
larger expenditure than had been incurred in 
previuus roars. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: The Speaker had just 
stA.ted that the caterer did not make much profit. 
He thought that the worst off were the 
waitresses, who often had to stay up until 2 or 3 
o'clock in the morning, and only got 12s. a 
week. The caterer did not do so badly, for 
he had £200 a ymrr salary, and in addition to 
that had the proHt on drinks nnd meals ; he 
had to pay no license; he had a house rent.-frc•e, 
with fuel and gas ; and the material nsed IJy 
the refreshment-room and bar were provided by 
the State. He wished to draw attention to 
what had been done late! v. 'l'here could be no 
objection to the caterer· not being compelled 
to supply meals nu Sunday, but it was a 
ridiculous thing to close the library and to shut 
country members out of the smoking-romn on 
that day. He was certain that many hon. 
members felt very strongly upon that; and he 
maintained that the Refreshment Room Com
mitte<' had no right to exclude them. 

Mr. BHO\VNE: As a member of the Hefresh
ment Room Committee he had been satisfied 
from his first connection with that committee 
that a decided change was ret1nired. 'l'he com
mittee seemed to have no control over the 
refreshment-room. They did not know what 
servants were employed, what they were paid, 
or anything else. The new arrangement which 
had beiln made he tbonght was far preferable, 
inasmnch as that it brought the refreshment
room and the servants employed nnder their 
control. A• to the wages paid, if they were 
too low, the committee would he only too glad 
to increase them if the Honse would provide 
the money. \Vith regard to the resolutions 
passed hy the committee, he was not present a.t 
the meeting, hut when he was informed by the 
Speaker and the President of what bad been 
done he at once endoriled 1 he action that had 

been taken. He did not think that 
[11·30 pm.] the smoking-room should be open on 

Sunday, hut he did not Agree with 
the library being closed. He considered the 
refre~hment-room should b" closed on Sunday, 
if only for the sake of the gi1·ls employed as 
waitresses. 

Mr. ;J. HAMILTON perfectly agreed that the 
refreshment-room should be closed on Sundays; 
lmt, although he was a non-smoker and almoBt a 
teetotaller him,elf, he considered it improper that 
a member should not be able to get a drink on a 
Sund'ly in the refreshment-room, or even sit in 
the smoking-room on that da;l;'· He thought the 
library should be opened on ~undays as well as 
the smoking-room. 

Mr. FISHER asked who waR responsible for 
the allotment of bedrooms in the Parliamentary 
Building? 

Mr. BELL said he had only lately joined 
the Building Committee, and he had only 
attended one meeting of that body, when very few 
members were present. He had made inquiries 
as to the matter, and in pursuing hi:; inquiries 
had come into conflict with the hon. member for 
Cook. 

Mr . • T. HAi\!ILTON: How? 
Mr. BELL: At this committee meeting he 

was informed that the bedrooms in the building 
were for the use of Ministers, the Speaker, and 
the Chairman of Committees. If any other 
member could use them there should be no distinc
tion made. He regretted that he had trodden 
on the toes of any hem. membt>r. 

Mr .• JACKSOli: Do you object to the Govern
ment whip having a bedroom in the building? 

Mr. BELL : Yes. He thought bedrooms 
should only be occupied by Ministers, the 
Speaker, the President, and the Chairman of 
Committe~~. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON said he remembered the 
hon. member for Dalby asked him once if he 
could not have a bedroom in the building. He 
(Mr. Ham;lton) bad been specially recJne,ted by 
the then Premier, Mr. Dickson, to occupy a bed
room in the building, as be was required to be in 
constant communic:.tion with Ministers and 
members of his party. \Vhen the hon. member 
for Dalby asl<ed fnr the appointment of a select 
committee he (Mr. Hamilton) thought it was in 
connection with the stables bemwse the hon. mem
ber asked the chief groom on one occasion what 
would be the lowest sum per week he would 
charge for looking after his horse. The groom 
replied that 2ls. was the regular charge. The 
hon. member said he could get this attendance 
for 14s. Gd. in town, and when the groom stood 
firm and refused to reduce his price, the hon. 
member asked him if he would not do it for 16s. 
Gd. and give his horse one feed a day and let the 
horse spend the remaining time in an adjoining 
paddock. The groom said he was not going to 
starve any horse. Then t.he hon. member said 
he was going to get a co1nn1itteH to see about it, 
and he (Mr. Hamilton) thought the committee 
was for the purpose of the hon. member getting 
ho"'e-feed for the hon. member at low rates. 

Mr. BELL said that when he spoke to the hon. 
me m her about the bedroom he might have used 
the words quoted by the hon. member, lmt the 
hon. m em her put a wrong interpretation on 
them, because when he said he would like one 
too, he said it with t>1e meaning that every 
member of the As"embly was just as much 
entitled to a room as the bon. member for Cook. 
That wae exactly what be meant. \Vith regard 
to the other matter, be admitted that a man ran the 
risk of being held up to ridicule if he brought 
forward a small matter like this, but he was so 
constituted that if he felt that what he cnn
scientiuusly considered to be an abuse was going 
<m he would not shrink from bringing it forward. 
'l'he small abuse was that there was a parlia
mentary groom with £104 a year, with an 
assistant groom with a free stable and a free 
house, and if you put up a horse for a term at 
per \'leek, he charged 5s. or 6s. more than any 
livery stable in town. The fact was that the 
groom was in clover, and did not care whether 
he had any horses or not. If tenders were 
invited for the post, a competent man would 
readily be got to take the stable at half the 
present amount. 

Mr. HAMILTON did not see why the country 
should be put to the expense of providing stables, 
and paying a groom and an assistant groom, in 
order that the hon. member might have his horse 
kept there at a lower rate than he would have to 
pay elsewhere. 

The ATTORNEY. GJmERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge, ilfa,·anoa) said he was glad to hear 
that Ministers were entitled to bedrooms. He 
would m~ke inquiries, and see if he could get one. 

Mr. COWLBY supposed that, as the caterer 
was now only manager, the committee would 
deal with any defaulters if there were any. He 
trusted there would be no necessity for sending 
out circulars as had been done lately. 

HoN. A. MORGAN: One of the reasons for 
making the change was that the manager might 
be made to obey the instructions of the com
mittee. He bad been instructed not to give 
more than a certain amount of credit, and he 
had been given to understand that if he did so it 
would be at his own risk. 

Mr. :FrsHE!\: \Vhy two months? 
HoN. A. MORGAN: Tberuleofreason guided 

the committee in coming to a decision. 
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Mr. CoWLEY : If he only gives credit for two 
months, what then? 

An HONOURABLE l\1EMBER: Post them up. 

HoN. A. M ORGAN: The committee were not 
likely to take the responsibility of posting 
membere, and he hoped there would be no 
necessity. As to the other aspect of the question, 
he suggested that the hem. member for Herbert 
should addresg himself to the Attorney-General, 
as it involved questions of law. 

The PREMIER said that about an hour and 
a-half had been wrr,ted in talking over a lot of 
trifling things that hon. members could have 
found out for themselves by applying to the 
chairmen of the different committees. If any 
abuses were reported to the various committees, 
they would be corrected. 'With respect to the 
honorarium to the librarian, the Government 
had received recommendations from two com
mittees on that subject, the one recommendation 
being for £500 and the other for £1,000. He 
agreerl with some other members that it was 
a part of the librarian's duty to prepare a 
catalogue, otherwise what work was he paid 
for? He always went to 1\Ir. .Murray when 
he wanted any hook in the library, as he 
understood that Mr. O'Donovan's time was 
taken up with the catalogue. It was a splendid 
work, but Mr. O'Donovan bad always enjoyed a 
good salary, and even in the retrenchment of 
1893 his salary had not been reduceo, as it had 
been recognised that he was doing that work. If 
a majority of the members of the Committee ex
pressed themselves in some way in favour of 
granting a further honorarium, the Government 
would consider it when preparing the next 
Bstirnates. 

Mr. GIVENi:l asked if it were a fact that the 
hon. member for Balor.me occupied a room which 
he used as an office in his capacity as manager 
for Cobb and Co. ? If that was trne, he 
did not see why a similar privilege should not he 
enjoyed by himself. 

Mr. STOUY (Balonne) had never written a 
letter on Cobb and Co.'s business in that House 
vet. ·when he had first come to the House he 
had looked round for a room to write in, and he 
went intc a room which was used by Mr. 
Armstrong and lYir. Chataway, but he recog· 
nised that he had no more right to that room 
than any other bon. member. JYiembers of the 
Labour party had come into the room to hold a 
meeting when he had been writing there, and he 
hail at once left. He quite recognised that he 
had no more right to the room than any other 
hem. member. He might say that the hon. 
member for \V arwick had also used the room 
before he became Speaker, and the hem. member 
for Hcrbert also made use of it. \Vheu the bon. 
member for Cairns said that he used that room 
as an office in which to transact Messrs. Cobb 
and Co.'s business, he made a statement that he 
knew was distinctly false. 

Mr. BRO\VNE rose to a point of order. \Vas 
it parliamentary to say that a ;;tutement made 
by an hon. member was distinctly false? 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member's 
language is not parliamentary. 

Mr. S'fORY withdrew the statement. If the 
hon. member had inquired, he could easily have 
ascertained that he had made no claim to the 
room. Messrs. Oobb and Oo. had offices of their 
own at the foot of Queen street, and he had an 
office there. 

HoN. A. MORGAN said that the Parliamen
tary Buildings Committee hao decided that 
nobody shoulc1 be allowed the exclnsive right to 
a room in the building, other than !V1inistere, 
the leader of the Opposition, and the officials of 

the House, for whom rooms were specially set 
apart, without a written application, endorsed 
by the Pr,'mier for the time being, which had 
to he appro,·ed of by the committee. ·with 
reference to the statement of the hon. member 
for Cairns, as the hon. member for Balonne had 
stated, he had no more right to that room than 
any other hon. member. The rooms that were 
used for writing-rooms were common to all melll
bers. \Vith the e'<ceptiun of the Ministers, the 
officials, the Government "whip," and the 
leader of the Opposition, no hon. member had 
an (~xclusive right to nny roon1. 

Mr. Bl~LL was sorry the hon. member for 
Balonne had been associated with that matter, 
became there was no member of the House who 
showed !eBB of the spirit of the dog-in-the-manger 
than he did. Hie; humble advice to hon. mem
bers was to be very jealous of thair privileges. 
He hoped whenever that vote came up they 
would show no scruple in asking questions 
upon it, and as long as he remained upon the 
Buildings Committee he should see that as few 
privileges as possible were granted in regard to 
the occurm tion of rooms. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumc'c1; the UHAIRMAN reported 

progre,;s, and leave was given to sit again on 
'fuesday next. 

ADJOURNMF.NT. 
The PREMIER : I move that this House do 

now adjourn. The first business ou Tuesday 
will be the resumpt;on of the dEbate on the 
Port Norman, Normanton and Clcmcurry Rail
wayBill. 

Mr. BnOWNE : When will you bring the Esti
mates on next week. 

The PREMIER: I think next Friday will be 
a convenient tirne~ 

Question put and passeo. 

The House adjourned at two minutes past 
12 o'clock. 




