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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

\VEDNESDAY, 19 SEPTE>fBER, 1900. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. Arthur Morgan, Warwick) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers, laid on the table, were 

ordered to be printed :-
(1) Return to an orrler, relative to committals 

for trial from Thursda,y Island to Cook
town, made by the House, on the motion 
·)f Mr. Fitz~erald, on the 5th instant. 

(2) Fourteenth report of the RegiHtrar of 
Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks. 

QUESTIONS. 
SOUND TESTS FOR F.MPLOYEE~ IN Pos•r AND 

TELEGRAPH DEPART>!ENT. 

Mr. DA\VSON (Charters Towen) asked the 
Premier-

1. Is it true that the Postmaster-General has issued a 
general memo. calling npon all employees of the depnrt
mf'-nt to pass a certain test by sonnd ~ 

2. W1ll all assisbmts in the Post and Telegraph 
Department who are classed as "professional" be 
compelled to pass the test mentionr,d in clause 2 of this 
memo. before receiving any promotion or increase of 
salary? 

3. 1Vill any '1 professional" assistant in the Post and 
Telegraph Department recBi\Teany promotion or increase 
of salary without being asked to pass this test? 

1. \\.-ill the in~pectors who are to report upon the 
competenc.v of officers of the department themselves be 
examined to prove their competency? 

5. ·w111 thR Postmaster-General differentiate between 
the head office and others r 

6. Is it the intenti11n of the department to take 
efficiency and length of servk('l into consideration in all 
fnture promotions and increa::.e of salary? 

7. Will the Premier l~y on the table of the House 
oopies of the mer.no. referred to and a!l other papers 
connected therewith? 

The PRE:YIIElt {Hon. R. Philp, Townsville) 
replied-

!. A general memo. has been issued. calling noon all 
officers of the tele.graph branch of the department, 
who tiesire a,uthority to dispense with tape::; to pass tt 
certain test as to their ability to rePeive by sound. 

2. 1\'"ith respect to any promotion or increase of salary, 
the case of each assistant will be considered on its 
mct·its. 

3. This qtH.'.::.t.ion is answered by the reply to ques~ 
tion 2. 

4. The inspectors or other officerR whose duty it is to 
report on the competency of officers are officers of 
proved competency. 

5. The P0strnaster-General will differentiate between 
the head office ancl others to the extent set forth in the 
memo. referred to. 

6. It is the intention of the department to ake 
efficiency R.nd length of service into consideration. 

7. The memo. will lJe htid on the table of the House, 
but as thr- other papers connected with it are ver.v 
voluminous, it is suggested that the honourable member 
call at the Post Office and examine them. 

Mr. DAWS0:'-1: This is a matter for the pnblic. 

SUPPLY m' COAL '1'0 ADELAmE STEA3I SHIPPING 
Co;~rPANY. 

Mr. TURLEY (South Bri~banc) asked the 
Recretary for Railways-

1. Has the Railway Department SLlpplied the Adelaide 
Steam Shipping Company with any coal ft·om the stock 
in po~session of the department? 

2. What was the quantity supplied, and for what 
purpose was it required P 

3. What was the price charged for the coal per ton? 
1900-3H 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Murray, Norraanby) replied-

!. Yes. 
2. One hundred tons. It was required for the bunkers 

of one of the Adelaide Steamship Company's steamers. 
3. The coal was lent to the company in exchange for 

100 tons delivered at Townsville, where coal was 
urgently required. 

LADY MUSGRAVE LODGE. 
Mr. W. HAMILTON (Greg01·y) asked the 

Rome Secretary-
l. Is the Lady i>fnsgrave Lodge subsidised by the 

Government? 
2. If so, to '"hat amount? 

The ROME SECRETARY (Hon . • T. F. G. 
Fox ton, Carna.-von) replied

Xo. 

SYNDICATE RAILWAY BILLS. 
Mr. HIGGS (Fortit1tde Valley) asked the 

Secretary for Railways-
!. Was by-law No. 1, made by the Chillagoe Railway 

and Mines, Limite<l. the owners of the l\fareeba to 
Chillagoe Railway, submitted to the Crown Law Officers 
before being approved by the Governor in Council? 

3. Did the Government submit to the Crown Law 
Officers for their consideration the whole or any of the 
syndicate railway Bills now before the Legislative 
Assembly? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

l. Yes. 
2. Xo; but the whole of the Bills were prepnred by 

the Parliamentary Draftsman, and their provisions care~ 
fully considered by the Commissjoner for Railways, 
and subse,juent!y by the members of the Cabinet. 

MEX)']}JPLOYED EASING GRADES, ETC., SOUTHERN 
AND 'WESTERN RAILWAY. 

Mr. KATES (Cunningham) asked the Secre
tary for Railways-

1. How many men (other than permanent main~ 
tenance men) are at present employed in the work of 
easing grades,* straiglltenjng curves, etc., on the 
Mnrphy's Creek to Toowoomba sectton of the Southern 
and \Yestern R.aihvay ? 

2. The average weekly number of men so employed 
since 1st January, 1900? 

3. 'fhe average rate of wages paid to the men so 
employed during the present year? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

!. 1'be presmot number of men employed is eighty
three. 

2. The average number of men employed since 
January last is 108. 

3. The average rate of wages is 7s. per ditm. This 
includes managers, mechanics, draymen. The average 
rate for labourers is 6s. 6d. per day. 

AGGREGATION OF GRAZING SELECTIONS. 
Mr. BELL (Dalby) asked the Secretary for 

Public Lands-
1. Has his attention been called to the numerous 

instances of large aggregations of grazing selections in 
few hands throughout the 1Ycstern and )lorth-western 
portions of the colony? 

2 If so, does he approve of a system which threatens 
to facilitate the substitntion of new squattages for the 
existing old ones? 

3. Will any official steps be taken to ascertain the 
grazing selections which are held in contravention of 
section 53 of 48 ne. Xo. 28, and section 85 of 61 Vie. 
Ko. 25? 

4. Will section 85 of 61 Vie. N a. 25 be strictly ·enforced 
over the large area of country about to be taken up by 
grazing selectors? 

5. Has he considered the advisability or introducing 
fresh legislation in order effectually to check the system 
of grazing farm aggt·egation P 
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'rhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. B. H. O'Connell, lliusgrat·e) replied-

1. Not officially. 
2. The }linister does not approve of any form of 

settlement wbich is illegal. 
3. The officers o! the department are instructed to take 

any necessary action to prevent breaches of the land 
taws. 

4. Yes. 
5. The matter is under consideratiol1. 

QUESTIONS WI1'HOUT NOTim~. 
THE CHIE~' ,TusTICESHIP. 

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): I beg to ask the 
Premier, without notice-Whether there is any 
truth in the rumour that in the event of 8ir 
Samuel Griffith resigning the Chief J usticeship, 
and running for the :Federal Parliament, it is the 
intention of the Government to appoint the 
Attorney-General Chief Justice? 

[No reply.] 

PAPERS re MOUNT GARNET FREEHOLD MINDIG 
COMPANY'S TRAMWAY BILL. 

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns): I desire to ask the 
Premier a question, without notice-Is the hon. 
gentleman prepared to lay on the table uf the 
House, for the information of hon. members, all 
the correspondence and papers relating to the 
Mount Garnet Freehold Mining Company's 
Tramway Bill, which is now before the House? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: All the papers 
were laid on the table on the 12th of September. 

The PREMIER: Do<Js the hon. member mean 
to say that the papers are nut lying on the table 
of the House now? 

Mr. MAXWELL: Not the papers in connection 
with that railway. 

The PREMIER: I may be permitted to ex
plain that the papers have been laid on the table, 
and that the Clerk of the Hon'e informs me that 
he hopes to have them printed and distributed 
this week. 

Mr. FISHER : Why not delay the Bill until 
they are printed? 

RAILWAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, it was 

resolved-· 
That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itsel! 

int,o a Committee of the \.Vhole to consider of the 
desirableness of introducing a Bill to continue the oflice 
of the Commissioner for Railways, and to provide for 
his salary. 

LEASES OF NORTHERN MINERAL 
LANDS FOR TRAMWAY PURPOSES. 
On the motion of Mr. GIVENS, it was 

resolved-
1'hat there be laid on the table of the House copies of 

all correspondence, papers, )Jlans, and maps in connec
tion with the teasing o! 234 acres o! land for tramway 
purposes to Samuel Dixon, in the "\Yahh, Tinaroo, and 
Hodgkinson mining districts. 

MOUNT GARNET J<'REEHOI"D MINING 
COMPANY'S TRAMWAY BILL. 

SECOND READING-RESUMPTION 01<' DEBAT>]. 

Mr. HIGGS (ForUtude Valley): I again 
express regret that the Premier has found it 
necessary to abandon the State policy concerning 
the constrt1ction of railways. He has no man
date, he has no authority, he did not tell the 
electors when appealing to them that he pro
posed to introduce a sheaf of syndicatP railway 
Bills which were to take the place of the public 
le~islation which is so urgently required by this 
long--suffering community. I regret that the 
haste has been of such a pressing nature that the 
Bill before us is not introduced in a complete 

form. There are many provisions which should 
be embodied in the Bill if the Premier really 
wishes to protect the interests of the general 
public. There is no regulation concerning- the 
style of carriage, the workmanship, or the 
material of the carriage that is to run on the 
line. Passengers may be compelled to travel in 
cattle trucks, in open carriages unsheltered from 
the weather. There is no pen~tlty for the use of 
improper carriages and defective passeng-er 
accommodation ; there is no provision that the 
engines shall consume their own smoke-a very 
necessary provi:;ion when we consider the pa,,sing 
of those trains through pastoral districts. 

Mr. LEAHY: vVhat about people consuming 
their own gas ? 

Mr. HIGGS: I did not think the hon. mem
ber for Bulloo would come up to time. My 
opinion of the hon. gentleman is that if hon. 
members on this side will only respond to his 
challenge to fight he will soon get very tired. 
The hon. gentleman, as Sir T. Mcllwraith once 
s~tid, goes through the House trailing his coat 
inviting somebody to tread on it. I don't mind 
treading on it if the hon. gentleman will insist 
on thrusting his coat in front of me. 

Mr. LEAHY: You tell me that in Queen street. 
Mr. HIGGS: Oh ! Physical force, :Yir. 

Speaker ! Is that what we are to be threatened 
with-physical violence? 

l\1r. LESINA: Law and order! 
Mr. HIGGS: If I respond to the bitter inter

jections which come from the hon. member, I am 
to be challenged to put up my hands in Clueen 
street-I am to be asked to fig<~t-tu break the 
laws of the country-to indulge in a tussle with 
the hon. member on the footpath in Queen str,•et 
because I choose to object to the schemes of the 
hon. member-because I resent bis bitter inter
jections. Now, Sir, the hon. member has been a 
source of considerable interest to me in this 
Chamber-the hon. member for Bulloo. The 
hon. member is a study. '!'he hon. member has 
had a very prosperou3 career in this country, 
and to his credit, because I underst>tnd that he 
has worked his way up from the bottom of the 
ladder. He is said to have been a fencer at one 
time--

:!'vir. DAWSON: He is a fencer yet. 
Mr. HlGGS: And it is to his credit that he 

should have worked himself up to such '" high 
position a> the representhtive of Thargomindah 
-the representative of Bulloo. But it is not to 
his credit that he should endeavour to ape the 
airs and graces of the last of a long line of aristo
crats. (Opposition langh~er.) It i" amusing to 
see him stalking into the library and calling the 
librarian's assistant as if he were some Simon 
Tappertit. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. HIGGS: The Home Secretary need not 

glare at me in that way. I suppose that if that 
hon. gentleman challenges me to combat it will 
be with pistols or sabres, as being a military 
gentleman he would never descend to fisticuffs. 
That would be something too common. Now let 
us proceed. 

Mr. ARliiSTRONG: Hear, hear! 
Mr. HIGGS: The hon. member for Lockyer 

is very anxious to get to business. I think that 
hon. member on one occasion found it necess>ry 
to attack the hon. member fur Bulloo, and he 
charged him with having got a mortgage upon an 
hon. member of this Hocse so that he could 
command his vote. 

Mr. ARliiSTRONG : I never said such an un
parliamentary thing in my life. 

Mr. HIGGS : I think it is very appropriate 
that I should draw attention here to the absence 
from this Bill of a very necessary clause which 
is found in the Imperial statutes preventing a 
company from carrying prize-fighters along their 
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route. Prize-fighting may become very prevalent 
in~QueenRland. The South African war seems to 
be responsible for a good mmy things, and I do 
not know whether it may not he responsible for 
the militant and combative attitude of a number 
of members of this House ; but I suggest that 
there should be a clause in this Bill as there is in 
the Imperial statutes preventing this company 
carrying )Jrize-fighting parties along this line. 
The Secretary for Hail ways will see the clause if 
he looks up the series of amendments I have 
taken the tr0uble to get printed in connection 
with his Callide Bill. I understand that an 
amateur athletic club here is turning out boxers 
by the score, o,nd that another athletic club at 
Bre"kfast Creek has "' number of proficients. 
Although they are amateur institutions, there is 
no telling what may follow the example the hon. 
member for Bulloo wants to set by fighting in 
Queen street. 

Mr. LgAHY: No; it is my boot I would use. 
Mr. HIGGS: There is no telling what may 

happen if this kind of thing is to go on, and we 
may have parties of persons interested in prize
fighting going to the wilds of Mount Garnet, 
to carry oa these tussles of skill o,nd strength. 
I am not going to be at all disturbed by the 
challenge of the ban. member for Bulloo ; bnt 
I wonder he did not say in the words of his 
compatriot: "Come out, and I'll put you out." 
I do not intend to modify my opposition to these 
Bills, because of the threo,ts of hon. gentle
men. Probably in the time to come, when the 
private railway syndicates have got poosession 
of Queensland as they have of America, they 
may have, as they have there, what I think is 
known as a "Biudger," to \vaylay honest 
politicians and newspaper men who dare ex
press their honest convictions, and give them a; 
beating. 

Hon. D. H. DALRDrPLE : It is the anarchist 
who waylays people. 

Mr. HIGGS : The anarchist is the outcome of 
what hon. gentlemen in this Assembly propose 
to establish in Queensland. The anarchist is the 
outcome of trusts, huge rings, anrl monopolisl s. 
Legislators can deal with every class of offenders 
against the law but the anarchi,t. The man who 
sees what he believes to be a gri wance requiring 
a remedy, and finding that legislature is slow to 
move, declares tho,t he will himself enilnvour to 
effect a reformati"n or loee his life in the 
attempt-that rwm cannot be dealt with. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. HIGGS: It is because the physical force 

anarchist is in exis~e.nce in America as the out
come of the gtanting of huge concessions to 
private syndicates and monopolists, that I intend 
to do my level best to prevent the granting of 
conces,;ions to private syndicates in Australia. 
I can see it growing. I on see that if the 
Ministry are able to get the Mnnnt Garnet Bill 
and the half-a-dozen other Bills for private 
railways through the House, they will have 
trunk lines throughout the Northern portion of 
the colony, where in ten or ti fteen years there 
may be a popalation of 1,000,000, and where in 
fifty years there may be many millions of people. 
This is why I will do my best to oppose theae 
Bills. Hon. members opposite seem irritated at 
the opposition to these weasures, and seem to 
think that it is trivial and ,b,urd, but if they 
are successful in carrying· the-;e proposals they 
will in time to come, if they live long enough, 
regret the day when they proposed these depar
tures from the policy of the country in the con
struction of rail ways. 

Mr. LESINA: No; they will get up then and 
say they opposed it. 

Mr. HIGGS: The evil outcome of the action 
of the Government in abandoning the policy of 
State mil ways is shown in the latest prospectus 

issued to the public of Queensland, and which 
w,,s brought before the House last evening by 
the kader of the Opposition. I could have 
wished that the matter had come before the 
House on a definite motion of adjournment that 
it might have been kept tog-ether and published 
to the public of Queensland in a concrete form 
insteo,d of being sandwiched into a long debate 
upon the second reading of a Bill, and so that 
the Premier would not have been able to dispose 
of the matter by turning to other o,rguments con
nected with the Bill, but would have had to reply 
to the contentions of hon. members on this side. 
I am afraid that this Chillagoe Mines prospectus 

may be lost sight of in the lengthy 
[4 p.m.] discugsion that may take place on 

this Bill. You, Sir, have allowed 
considerable latitude to speakers, and as 
full di,cussion on this snbject cannot be 
bnrked, it may be as well, on the second 
reading of this Bill, for me to lay all parti
culars before the HonsP. I think this is a 
very, very serious matter -that promoters of 
these mining companies are to be allowed to go 
unchecked and undeterred, with the exception of 
a mild protest from the officials in the Mine~ 
Department. \Vith regard to the prospectus 
issued by the Chillagoe Company Mines, No 
Liability, Mr. Dunstan, the Assistant Govern· 
ment Geol<Jgist of Queensland, is reported to 
say-

The properties belonging to the Admiral Sampson 
Chillagoe Company a.re comprised in the following 
leases:~ 

1. T.UtTA_:\jA Ilrr.r..-I.Jease Xo. 1217, area 40 acres. 
2. 'l,ART.o\:XA )Ion.'l'Ir.-Lease ~~o. 1218, area 10 acres. 
a. 'fAH1'A:--JA SouTJr.-Lease ~o. 1219, area 10 acre!:::. 
4. M"-D!tAs.-Lr:1se Xo. 122·4, area 10 acres. 
5. PRESID.KN't' .J.fcKLXLEY.-Lease No. 1221, area 10 

acre.'l. 
6. Il.ot~\L STANDARD.-I~ease No. 1260, area 10 acres. 
7. Ln.TA::-i.-Lcase Xo. 1220, area 10 ac1·es. 
8. ErxA.:\'.-Lease No. 1223. area 10 acres. 
H. 1YA~">LOCK.-l..ease Xo. 1222, area 10 acres. 
10. AntliJTtAL S.DrPsox.-IJease No. 1175, area 10 acres. 
Since acquired-
11. .JloNTJ~ Vlin;o.-I.ease Xo. 1368, area 20 acres. 
12. }1.-\.DR.-u; EXTEXIH+:n.-Lease No. 1369, area 80 

acres. 
All of t.hcl'e Rre situated to either the north. north

west, or west of .\lungana {Girotla). The 1Vanloek, 
l~lvan, and President 2\IcKit1ley are on 1Vatson's Creek 
waters flowing into the :Jlitchell River; but all the 
others are in country drained by creeks running into 
the \Yalsh River. 
The first paragraph appears to have been 
manipulated. The prospectus reads-

Each lease or mine is tre1.t.ed separately, and 
although I have had recourse to certificates and 
returns showing what tests have been made of the 
stones from many of them, yet in any deductions I 
have relied exclusively on the results of samples taken 
by mysel!. 
The word "my" ha" been left out before the 
word "deductions." The prospectus goes on-

With the text matter of this report are submitted 
drawings of the leases, showing boundaries, outcrops 
of copper ore, lodes, workings, etc., and at the end of 
ench will be found assay of r,·,,ults from the samples 
taken during my recent examination. 

The words, "of eaub," have been inserted to suit 
the promoters of these compo,nies, and some of 
these nine signatures to this prospectus must 
have been forged. Under the Criminal Code 
any person who signs a false document, knowing 
it to be false, with the intent to induce any 
perwn to do or refrain from doing any act, is 
liable to imprisonment with hard labour for three 
year,. I invite the Premier's attention to clause 
i.S6 of the Criminal Code. The corrections which 
were "ent to the Telegraph by two of the directors 
of the company are of a limited cho,racter. These 
corrections must have been made by the Mines 
Dep~trtment, becau,,e no one else had access to 
Mr. Duns tan's original report; that is, unless 
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with the consent of the Mines Department. On 
the face of it, it appears that the corrected copy 
of Mr. Dunstan's report was supplied to the 
Telegraph by the Mines Department, and, as it 
appears, it is not a complete report, as can be 
seen by the certified copy of the report appearing 
in the Cou1·ier. The prospectus continues as 
follows:-

TARTANA LEASE, No. 1217. 
Area, 40 acres. 

Position.-Tartana is snuated on the eastern side of 
:Bowler Creek, and about four miles above the junction 
of the creek with the Walsh River, and is about fifteen 
miles north-west from J\'Iungana (Girofia). See accom
panying map. 

Geological Features.-Tartana Hill is comprised of 
alternating beds of quartzites and shales. 
The word "composed" is "comprised" in the 
original report-

The rocks have been mbjected to considerable alter~
tion, ·and are very much crumpled and contorted. 
They have a varying dip, but only oscillate a few 
degrees from the vertical, and have a general strike to 
the north-west. 

The quartzites and shales are in layers of 3 inches or 
4 inches thickness. 
Here is a typographical error-the absence of the 
word "in"-

And it is in the immense number of these which 
make up the greater part of the mass of l'artana Hill. 
The remaining portions are nearly all shales, with beds 
of quartzites here and there. 

The copper occurs mostly as carbonates and oxides 
disseminated through the layers of quartzites and 
shales; but it also occurs as veins filling up the joints 
found across the bedding planes of the rocks. 

Here IS a typograr·hical "' ror. After the word 
"found," in the original, are the words, "in 
many places." 

Some of the veins have been formed on what may be 
faults, but nothing could be seen showing whether 
there are leaders from a main lode or simply small 
fissures filled by segregation from the surrounding 
formation. 

Taking the deposit ns a whole, there is no evidence 
forthcoming to show that it has emanated from a lode 
formation below the present outcrop, bnt to hazard an 
opinion I should say the whole of it has been nn impreg
nation brought about in the first place by the crump
ling of the rocks, and next to the resulting permea
bility of the rocks within the range of crum-pling 
to aqueous mineral solutions. The copper minerals 
have been depos.ited not only in the ioints. but also in 
the beds them::!elves, and it is quite possible that these 
beds have originally contained some solid mineral sub
stance which, when coming in contact with the aqueous 
cupriferous solutions, has actecl as a precipitant for the 
copper. 

This would account for the presence of the copper in 
such finely disseminated particles in the stone, ar:d 
may also account for the presence of the copper in 
some of the other deposits outside rrartana. 

We may then consider the deposit as an impregnated 
zone of crumpled sedhnentary rocks. 
And here is an omission by the promoters of this 
syndicate--the omission of the words " and not 
as a lode formation." The prospectus then 
reads-

Prospecting Work.-The work carried out on the hill 
has been of a very satisfactory character in enabling an 
estimate being formed of the value of the deposit. 

The intention, originally, of putting in drives and 
sinking shafts was not for the -purpose of proving the 
value of the deposit as a whole. hut to get out payable 
ore to send away at once for smelting. 'fhe work done, 
however, has served to show what the whole body of the 
stone will probably be like. The tunnel from the 
west--
There is a typographical error here-the omission 
of the letters "ern "-
side of the hill has been driven to cut out a vein of" tile 
ore," and carried in to a distance of 82 feet from the 
south. 
The word "south" is "mouth" in the original. 

Carbonates o! copper occur throughout tbe length o! 
the tunnel, and a sample of this ore taken from every 
portion of the tunnel as far as the cross drive (see plan 
ot Tartana workings further on), and representing, 

without picking, all grades of m·e (except the tile ore 
previously removed) gave on assay the following 
return:-

Tartana TunneL-Gold, 0 oz. 4 dwt. 13 gr.; i=dlver, loz. 
15 dwt. 12 gr.; copper, 7 per cent. per ton. 

The startling alteration from ! per cent. to j 
per cent. was referred to last night by the leader 
of our party. Now the difference between :l per 
cent. and 7 per cent. is very striking. In 
money, of course, it means in the one case 5s. in 
£100 and in the other £7 in £100. To 
alter figures in that way in a prospectus that is 
published to the world in order to induce the 
unsuspecting public to take shares is a fraud. 

Mr. DAWSON: Hear, hear! A swindle. 
Mr. HIGGS: Now, seeing the Government 

took such trouble last session to pass the 
Criminal Code, in which provir<ion is made for a 
case of this kind, it is their boundAn duty to take 
action in the matter. Section 438 of the code 
reads-

FaTs:! Statements bt! Officials of Companits. 
438. Any person who, being a promoter, director, 

officer, or auditor of a cm·poration or compan~·, either 
existin·~ or jntended to be formed, make3, circulates, or 
publishes, or concurs in making, circulating, or publish
ing, any written statement or ucconnt \Vllich, in any 
material particular, is to his knowledge false, with 
intent thereby to effect any of the purposes follmving, 
that is to say,-

(a) To deceive or defraud an~· member, shareholder, 
or creditor, of the corporation or <~pmpany, 
whether a partieular per~on or not; 

(h) To induce any person, whether a particular per
son or not, to become a member of, or to intrns:t 
or advance any property to, tl1e corporation or 
company, or t'J enter into any security for 
the benefit thereof; 

is:~ guilty of a crime, and is liable to imprbonment with 
h&rd labour for seven years, with or without :-.olitary 
confinement. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : Very poor stone
wailing, and very thinly disguisl d. 

Mr. HIGGS: Now, the Home S. cretary is in 
charge of tbe Police Dep'•rtment. He has under 
his control a most efficient police service. vVe 
have in this prospectus an offence against the 
law; and if the hon. gentleman finds apathy on 
the part of his officers, he should pnt the law in 
motion himself. If a poor ragged fellow, who 
is hard up for a feed, steals a pair of boots from 
a shop in Queen street, he is sent to g"ol. Yes, 
I thongbt that my remarks in tbat respect 
would prove too much for the hon. member-the 
fretful porcupine-who sits opposite. 

'rhe SPEAKER : Order ! 
Hon. D. H. DALI!YiiiPLE : The hon. gentle

man is called away. 
Mr. HIGGS: I withdraw that. 
Hon. D. H. DAI,RYMPLE: Y on might naturally 

conclude that that was so without insulting the 
hon. gentleman. 

Mr. HIGGS: The hon member is so extremely 
touchy himself that really I may be pardoned if 
I allow my indignation to break out. 

·rhe SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. HIGGS: The prosr.ectus goes on--
Mr. FoRSYTH: vVhat has this to do with the 

Bill before the House? 
Mr. DAWSON: Why don't you listen? 
The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. HIGGS: I hope the hon. member for 

Carpentaria will not draw me off the track, 
because I shall probably say something to him, 
and he will invite me out, too, and tben I shall 
have three duels on hand-with the Home Secre
tary, the hon. member for Bulloo, and the hem. 
member for Carpentaria. vVhy, I will not be 
game to go down the street soon, and I shall 
have to get the Home Secretary to allow a con
stable to accompany me. 

Mr. FORSYTH : You will want a coat of mail. 
Mr. HIGGS: Yes, or wear a coat of mail. 
The SPEAKER : Order ! 
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Mr. HIGGS: The prospectus goes on-
A sample taken in the same manner from the end of 

the ttlnnel to the cro~sdrive and also along the cross
drive g:;tvc the following results:~ 

l<~nd. of tunnel and crossdrivc.-Gold, a trace; silver, 
13 dwt. 1 gr.; copper, 12 per cent. per ton. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I rise to a point 
of order. I submit that the hon. member's 
remarks are entirely irrelevant to the question 
under discussion. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member for 
Mackay-

Mr. DAWSON: The Chillagoe mines are in the 
same district. 

The SPEAKER : Will the hon. member be 
good enough to preserve order ? The hon. mem
ber for Macb.y has raised the question as to 
whether the remarks of the hon. member for 
]fortitude V alley are in order. It is not always 
easy to determined the precise relevancy of an 
argument. I understand th"t the hon. member 
for Fortitude Valley is addr,"s•>ing himself to a 
certain prospectus in connection with the North 
Chillagoe Mine, and that he is doing that in 
support of the general contention of hon. mem
bers on that side that it is not desirable to confer 
upon private companies the power.~ contained in 
the Bill now bdore the House. I am not dis
posed at the present stage to rule the hon. mem
ber out of order, but I would ask him to remem
ber that the question before the House is a 
motion for the second reading of this Bill, and 
that there are limits beyond which discussion 
should not be permitted. 

Mr. HIGGS: I have every desire to keep my 
remarks within reasonable bounds. I am sure 
the hnn. member for Mackay will see that it is 
no use endeavouring to bnrke discussion of this 
important m~tter by raising such frivolous points 
of order. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. HIGGS: I do not wish to get angry over 

this matter, and I c"n assure the hon. member 
for Mackay that I will do my best to make my 
remarks relevant to the motion fur the second 
reading of the Bill. My remarks may seem 
prosy to the hon. gentleman, who is such an 
entertaining debater himself, but I may inform 
him that I regard the concessions that are being 
given to private railway syndicates as fraught 
with very great danger to the future of Aus
tralia, and especially of Queensland, and that I 
want to show that the policy of the Government, 
as disclosed by placing before this House half-a
dozen private syndicate railway Bills, this year 
and last year also, is leading to the birth of a class 
of promoters who are prepared to adopt any 
means to break the law, and to deceive and defraud 
the public. I am tryhg to show that this pros
pectus is the outcome of the departure from the 
State railway policy, and that it is the 
duty of the Premier, not to dismiss the matter 
with the wave of the hand as he did last night, 
not to claim credit for the Mines Department 
in a seornful tone, but to take up the matter in 
earnest and ]•Ut a stop to it-to abandon the 
policy of private railway construction which 
leads to such results, and to return to a policy 
which will, I am sure, have the support and 
acquiesc"nce of bun. members on this side of the 
House. The hon. gentleman should also put in 
motion the officers of the law who are charged 
with tbe duty of maintaining order and decency 
in the cmnmunity, and honesty, of course, cmnes 
within the category of order and decency. ·when 
I was interrupted in that most ungenerous way 
by the hon. member for l\Iackay, I was referring 
to the fact that on page 12 of this prospectus the 
words "co~per, 12 per cent." were printed. The 
certified copy of the report, it appears, contains 
the words "12 per cent," but the original copy 

says" ·12 per cent.," which is a. ver:y: different 
thing. Of course we can see-th,tt Is, prmters can 
see-that it is very easy for the full point to be 
blurred and to he almost undecipherable to the 
reader, so that we may pass that by and giYe the 
promoters the benefit of the doubt. The pros
pectus proceeds to say--

By grading n.nd picking the stone the copper can be 
brought up to several per cent., and this can be further 
increased by the very rich veins of tile ore. 

'l'he return ol over 4 dwt. of gold to the ton is a 
remarkable yield, and it will be the business ol your 
mining manager to determine if this gold is scattered 
throughout the ore or occurring as rich shoots. On the 
data furnished above, and supposing all the gold in the 
sample to cmne from it, a shoot, say, 10 feet wide, 
would yield at the rate l oz. 2 dwt. 17 gr. per ton. 

* * * * 
A sample from Shaft No. 1-see plan of working-

where no vein of rich ore is in sight, but where the copper 
is more uniformly scattered, gave the following yield:

Shaft Xo. I.-Gold, 1 oz. 1 dwt. 7 gr.; silver, 4 oz. 
l4 dwt. 17 gr.; copper, 7"5 per cent. per ton. 

This shaft is connecte•l ~tt the bottom to the cros•
drive leading off from the western tunnel, and the test 
indicates the stone to be richer away to the west-and 
above the level of the cross-drive-

" east" it is in the original-
of the tunnel, and above the level of the cross-drive. 

An open cut has been made from the north-west end 
of the bill for a distance of 100 feet, and at the end an 
open crosscut has been made at right angles. A sample 
was taken of tile ore in these workings by stripping 
from a.ll the side'! and the lower -parts of the open cross~ 
cut, and this yielded the following:-

Open Cut Xo. 1.-Gold, 0 oz. 3 dwt. 6 gr.; silver, 0 oz 
19 dwt. 14 gr.; copper, 2·4 per cent. per ton. 

'rhis return fnrther indicates the presence of gold~ 
bearing stonJ, and also that the stone continues from 
tile tunnel to the open cut. 

A sample taken from the top of the open crosscut at 
the end of the open cut assayed as follows:-

Open Orosscut.-Gold, trace; silver, 2oz. 5dwt.l gr.; 
copper, 8•98 per cent. per ton. 

From this and the preceding assay returns it is 
evident tbat the stone above the level of the open cut 
and-
and here is an insertion by the promoters
" tunnel, and between and around the open 
crosscut"-
and shaft ~ o. 1 is rich in copper-
and her~ is a suppression by the promoters
" but poor in gold "-those words are left out
and, further, that the stone at the level of the open cut 
and tunnel is poor in copper, but rtch in gold. As the 
stone at the open cut and some portions of the tunnel 
near the mouth are weathered and jointed, it is quite 
possible the copper has been leached out and deposited 
at lower levels not yet prospected. 

A quarry face has been opened to the south of No. 1 
shaft, and is about level with the top of No. 1 shalt. 
Ore has been bent away from here, as well as from other 
parts o! the mine, to the smelters at Girofla, and it has 
been sufl::iciently rich to pay working expenses, ~melt
ing charges, and transit by pack~horses over many miles 
of rough country. 

A sample taken from this quarry lace has in it none 
of this kind of ore, but was stripped from the face of 
rock exposed during the working out of these richer 
portions, so that the return is the minimum ot what 
may be expected. 

Quarry Face.-Gold, trace; silver, 1 oz. 9 dwt. 9 gr.; 
copper, 6'99 per cent. per ton. 

I have purposely avoided taking samples ol stone 
which does not !'how what the average would be, but as 
there are several tons of ore at gras!:! at the mouth of 
the tunnel, and at the open cut, the returns from 
there will indicate how the copper yield may be 
increased by hand picking:-

Picked ore at tunnel mouth : Gold, trace; silver, 
3 oz. 5 dwt. :J ;r.; copper, 10·77 per cent. perton. 

"Picked ore at open cut: Gold, trace; Silver, 3 oz. 
15 dwt.; copper, 13·\Jl per cent. per ton. 

Your company's agent has taken samples from the 
tunnel and open cut. From the former 

[±·30 p.m.] assays show nearly 30 per cent. of copper, 
and over 4 oz. of silver, and from the 'latter,' 

over 1~ per cent. of copper and 7~ oz. o! silver. 
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The words "with no gold in either case" were 
owitted hy the promoters- -an important omis
sion. 

Assays mad~ for the purpose of determining \Yhich 
would be smtable ore for smelting at Girofla shmv 
returns up to 85 per cent. of copper, and from a certifi
cate supplied me by ::\fr .. :\... Blakcy, from the records of 
the assay books of the old Chillagoe Copper Company, 
It seems that a sample taken on the smelter floor of' 
about 11 tons of ore gave, on assay, 22·6 per cent. of 
copper. 
Now, here is anothPr suppression by the pro
moters-

And a trace of silver. with no gold. 
Those are words which might have an important 
effect on the success of the prospectus. On this 
page, 6, there is an important omission made by 
the promoters. 

But none of them show more than a trace of gold. As 
they invariably show high retnrns of copper it is very 
prob~ble that the stone carrying the gold will be very 
poor rn copper. In taking previous "average" samples 
there may ~ave _be\~n just a tendency to avoid taking 
stone carrymg little or no copper, and without knowing 
bow these samples were taken, or bow the assays were 
made, it is quite possible the stone carrying the gold 
has been passed over or neglected in treatment. 
Mr. Dunstan evidently did not take much notice 
of the promoters who wished him to overlook 
these min9s. On that page it is seen that there 
are three most important suppressions- "bnt 
po?r i~,gold"; "no gold in either case"; and the 
thrrd, and a trace of si! ver, with no gold." 

C_oming now to the \Yorkings to the south-east, 
which are about 150 feet from shaft Xo. 1--an open 
cut. ~ o. 2, has been n · ade from shaft No. 2. in an 
easterly direction, the object being at the time it y, as 
n::ade to cl!-t a rich veln of ''tile ore.'' All along the 
Sides of this open cut I have sampled the stone which was 
considered too poor to remove to the smelters, and 
from the assay returns a fair estimate can be formed of 
the quality of the stone across the hill at this place. 
The returns from assay are as follmvs :-Open cut, Xo. 2: 
Gold, a trace; silvet·, 6 oz. 19 dwt. 11 gr.; copper, 7·5 
per cent. per ton. 

Shaft No. 3 has been sunk below the level of the 
bottom of the open cut So. 2, but is now filled in with 
debris. 
There is a typographical error here-the omission 
of the word "that." It reads-

nut is now filled in with debr·ls, so that no informa
tion regarding it is available. 
Here comes an important suppression of some
thing that appears in the Government Geologist's 
report-

I should infer, however, that the ore is of a poor 
quality, o~hm·wise some care would have been taken in 
keeping it open for inspection. 

'rhe shaft probably turned out to Le a duffer 
and they filled it up, and then when the geolo: 
gist goes to inspect the mines-the Government 
Geologist, in whom the country is likely to place 
confidence-when he infers that the ore is of poor 
9uality, othe;wise c:-re wo~ld be taken to keep 
1t open for mspectwn, thJS is cut out of the 
report by these promoters. I think this is 
another instance of fraud and false pretences on 
their part. 

It .is sunk in rather an important position, and quite 
possibly was put down to see whether the riPh vein of 
ore found in the open cut continued in depth. 

Supposing the shaft, then, came on poor stone and 
that the rich copper vein pinched out in depth'. we 
must rely on what the assay shows of the Rtone 
;~1~~~c!~-open cut. From our inspection of tJ1e 

There is another typographical error. It should 
be "an'' inspection. 

From our intipectinn of the ,,urfacc het" een the 
quar:ry face and sh_aft ~o. land the open cut Ko. 2, the 
ore ~n the quartzite.:; and shales oecur regularly clis
~cminated and~~ no means poor in quality. and there 
IS every probability that between these "'orkin~.!:t:'l the 
whole of the formation wouJ(l yield fair returns of 
copper. . It is here I would f'trOngly advi~e further 
prospectmg work to hP earried ont when the whole of 
the hill for 400 feet of its length wili hnve hePn tested. 

The shaft No. 2 is over ~00 feet cast from the :\1 o. 1 
shaft, and about the same distance north-west from 
No. 2 open cut~ and as there are no workings behveen 

them. it is not known yet i_f the ore in No. 2 shaft is 
connected in any \Vay witll that more to the west. rrhe 
surface from Xo. 2 shaft tmvards the other workings 
sho'v copper freely, and sever~tl lJlaces rxist where 
prospecting could be judiciously carried out. 

Shaft No. 2 has been snnk ::15 feet cle."'p, and a ~,ample 
picked from the vdw1c of the stone taken out of the 
shaft (with tlJc exception of about 6 tons of picked 
on:", gave the following rettuns on assay :-

Shaft Xo. 2-Gold. a trace; silver, 0 oz. 13 dwt. 1 gr.; 
copper, 7·0~ per cent. per ton. 

I wat'i not hdormed of any stone from the shaft being 
removed for smelting- purposes at Girofln--
Here is another ·)uppr2'·l-5ion. "Picked" ore, 
the geologist says; the promoters leave the 
word "picked" out, and would leave the public 
to infer that this was average ore instead of 
something which had been picked for a special 
purpose-
and so infer that the 6 tons of ore represents the 
total amount of high~gradc ore t:-tken from the ~haft. 
'l'his high-grade ore asSaJ cd as follows :-
'rhe word '' )Jicked' is again left out--

Ore at Xo. ~shaft: Gold, trace; silver, 1 o:t. 7 dwt. 
18 gr.; copper, :22·99 per cent. per ton. 

Stone can be obtaine<l from this ~:;haft giving on 
assay 47 per cent. of copper, but this return will be from 
a picked specimen, and do not rcpre:;ent an average 
yielil by a.ny means. 
It is some" hat surprising that they left that in

At the :;ame time, it must be remembered thal stone 
of such quality does exist, and will serve to increase 
the average of the greater bulk of tbe stone. 

\Yhile on the qtH''-'tion of-
Here is another suppreosion-the word "picked" 
is left out-
samples for assay, it may be mentioned that at least 
a dozen a~ o;ays have been made of 'l'artanl! stone, nnd 
taken fl'om all parts of the hill, g-iving returns of eopper 
of over 20 per cent. pm· ton. Great care must be taken 
that these small boclles of rich ore are worked out with 
the larger and poorer bodie:s of stone--
And here is something left out which is a little 
extraordinary-
otherwise the return of the poor stone might be too 
low for \YOrking when the mine has been robbed of its 
rich patches. 
Then the prospectus proceeds-

'l'owarcls the south-west of the Xo. 2 open cut the 
surface has not been dbturbcd. but there is abundant 
evidence to show t.hat the copper occurs nearly all over 
the hill in this direetion (the area is coloured green o-n 
the accompanying plan), and, although the deposits do 
not require Ueveloping just at present, they will be 
available for future us;L 
PROBABLJS CHARACTER OF THE ORE BELOW THE 

PRESJo]::\"T WOI\KINGS. 
In the previous remarks about rrartana, the reference 

has been entirely cuntined to tbe ore on the surface, or 
what i~ found in the workings. but now we will con
sider the probable character of the ore below the work
ings. 

The ores in and above the workings are exclusively 
oxidised ores~bcin~ carbonates or oxides, both being 
formed from the decomposition of sulphide ores-and 
although there is a large body of stone of this class in 
sight and at once available for &meHing, :yet it would 
be premature to determine what method of treatment 
should be adopted without knowing what class of ores 
\V ill be found at and below water level. 

::.\fetalltugical treatment of s:urface ores is a different 
matter to the treatment of the ores fotmd at water
level, an cl it \Yill be neces~ ary to at once ctctcrnnne 
\V hat the nature of the~e ores are below \Vater-level. 

A:; the con::,taut leaching out of the copper in the 
.surface ore8 is going on, there is a corrc:;ponding con
centration~ Lking IJlacc lvwtr down, and couRcquently 
the percentage of copper in the ores on the surface 
might be mnch less than the same cht5'H of ores near 
water-low~!: and as the COVJJCl' j,.., le.lchecl ont of the 
8ttrf:u·c ~tone. ~o :d~o ·n·e otlwr nwtals wllieh mlght. be 
assoc~atect witll the copper, and ;-;o at \vatt~r-level othc:r 
minerals migllt be fouw.l lwving an important bearing 
on its trr 1"tHH'Ht. 'l'hereior,, .twill be advba.blc to 1mt 
down prospe('1ing ~haft~ to t1 :..:t the ores at \VaU·r-level, 
and \Vhcn the t'HilJhirl.es arc found the method of 
metallurgieal tn,ttment may be considered. 

l'Af'ILITIEK FOR )I!:"\'1\t!, ~}1ELTI:"\'G, A;'>!IJ 
TRA;'>ISIT. 

The top of 'l'artana Hill ;, about 70 feet aboYc the 
level of the tunnel, but the ave ... ·age height for about 
400 feet along the hill would he about 40 feet, and a 
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width, perhaps, of 50 feet. This all carries copper, and 
wonld be available for stoping out. But the ore is 
found in f'O muny plaees outside this block, particularly 
to tlle ca-;t around Ko. 2 shaft, that the quantity of 
stone may he c.msider~:~bly augmented. :\inch of this 
ore could be worked by incline tram ways at a small 
cost. but the ore below the level of the tunnel will, of 
conrse, cost more for mining-. 

The stone is not of a hard nature, and sinking and 
mining will not be costly. Timber for mining purposf'l 
is not in abundance around the mines, but--
And here is an important omission of the words 
"it is said that" by the promoters. The 
geolog1st was not prepared to take the rr>sponsi
bility of saying that six miles from Tartana the 
timber was excellent for mining purposes, and he 
used the expression "it is said"-
t'ix mile" from Tart.ana the timber is excellent for all 
mining work. both on the surface and below ground. 

r:t'he wnter question is not n serious one, and Bowler 
Creek affords a site for the construction of a dam for 
water conservation if the present supply is found 
insntllcient. 

_.:\. position for building works can be selected on a 
fiat on the western side of Tartana Hill, and a great 
part of the ore required could 1Je run direct to them 
from the mine if tramlines were laid down. 

lf it were deemed advi~<able to take the ore from the 
mine to be smelted at Cbillagoe, no di11icnltv would be 
met with in constructing a line of railway to connect 
the two plaees; and in buildinga bridge across the 
"\Valsh River, which 'vonld be necessary, a site exists 
which is naturally adapted for the purpose. 

The important suppre•~ions on this page are: 1, 
the word "picked " ; 2, the word" picked "; and 
~'the word "picked." Three important omissions 
of words which mighthaveled to the abandonment 
of the flotation of the company as a non-success. 
But vrobably the most serious manipulation and 
distorLion of this geologist's report occurs on page 
!J. It proceeds-

TAR'l'AXA NORTH LEASE, l\0. 1218. 
Area, I 0 acres. 

PosHion.-Thc lease adjoii1s the main Tartana lease, 
and is situated not the north hut to the west of the Tar. 
tana working". Bowler Creek runs througll the lease 
obliquely. (See general plan of leases at Tartana at end 
of report.) 

Geologicall''eatures.-The country rocks are similar 
in many respects to those on Tartana Hill, but they are 
not so siliceous, and, in consequence, while Tartana has 
remnined a prominent feature in the landscape. Tartana 
~orth is Imvand ridgy. '.rhe general strike and inclina
tion of the rocks also are similar to Tartan a. 

Prospecting 1York.~Except tracing the outcrops of 
some of the copper ore along the surface, no prospecting 
work has been carried out, but its close proximity 
to Tartana Hill makes its position one of importance. 

Samples taken previously by your agent show returns 
of from 12 per cent. to ..16 per cent. of copper, and up to 
4 oz. of silver pel' ton. 
Here there is another important suppression of 
the words "but as there is no body of stone, 
these returns can be taken for just what .they are 
worth." The suppression of that is extremely 
important, because had it been published, the 
general public who might be thinking of invest
ing in this company would have hesitated to 
do so. Samples, you see, were tak~n by an 
agent of the company, who was an mterested 
party. 

TA1tTAX.\ SOUTH I,E\.SE, Xo. 1219. 
Area. 10 ncres. 

Po~ition.--'rhe lease adjoins 'rnrt,ana on the south
eastern houndM.ry. 

(~cological PPatnrc:-:. --The country i:-; the sonth
ea.steru exJen-..ion of thr umR~ nf t iltetl bc-t1s ot rocks 
forming'l'artaualiill. bnt the qltartzites and interbe,Jdecl 
shalP~~ have been t·ontorted and disturbed, but the pre
poHderance or ~half',~ lHtYe allowe1l wore di14integ-ratiou 
and dennrlation of the ~nrfacoat tllis end of the copper
bearing rocks than on the hill. 

Pro~pect.ing '''"ork.~rhe trend of the rocl\:s carrying 
copper~-~ 

The word " ore" is left out here by the pro
moters, for some reuson or another-
are such that they appear to extend in a direction 
somewhat to the \Vest of Tartana Hill, and although 
rich copper--

" Ore " is left out here again-
(as small veins of carhanate of copper in the qua-rtzites, 
and as loose "floaters" on the surface) is quite corn-
mon-

Th8 word "floaters" is quoted here, I under
stand it is a term applied to certain li(OOd sp~ci· 
mens which wonld be very valuable 1? formmg 
an estimate of what a mine would be hkely to be 
worth and I should not wonder if the q noting of 
the W<;rd was intended to imply that this compa~J.Y 
put some "floaters" on the ground the geologist 
was about to examine. :B'rom what I have heard 
of the practices of gentlemen interested in .the 
floating of mines, I should not be at all surpnsed 
to learn that that had been done in this case-
yet a good deal of discriminating pr?specting work '~ill 
require to be undertaken to aseertmn what co~1nect10n 
exists with the main outcrop of Tartana H1ll. The 
position of the lease is unquestionably a good one, and 
although the strike of the rocks bear away to the west 
of 'rartana Hill from this lease, yet the body of ore 
exposed at Tartana has its axis in the directlon of 
Tal'tana South. 

The prospectus speaks of the "longer" axis. 
Then there is the signature-

(Signed) JlENJAMIN DUNSTA~, 
Assistant Government Geologist. 

Now comes an important mutilation, for the 
Government Geologist, according to his pub
lished report, states that he put at the end of the 
report a table of certain . a,csay returns. Th:-t 
table was suppressed in th1s prospectus ; but m 
its place was put another table, prepared by 
"Alexander Orr, F.G.S., Analyist," of Sydn~y. 
This table is a most elaborate one, showmg 
highly successful results, and the great proepects 
ahead of thi;; mine. This is the fraudulent 
interpolation-

Analytical Laboratory and Assay Office, 
109 Pitt street, Sydney, 

11th April, 1899. 
C>:RT1FTCA1'E m· AssAY, No. 106/1. 

~lines. 
~§ I Gold 
go ~ per 'ron. 
lo~ 

------

Oz.dt. gr. 
1 Tartana 3·87 Trace 
2 Tartana 29•73 Nil 
3 'rartana 21•49 Nil 
._t Tartana 12•76 Nil 
5 Tartana 5•17 0 0 9 
6 'rartana 15•35 :;';'il 
7 Tartana 31'10 Nil 
8 'rartana ... i 47•67 :;';'il 
9 Tartana ••• ! 44•44 0 0 9 

10 Tartana : 31•61 Nil 
ll Tartana ... ' 16•54 Nil 
12 Tartana ••• I 27·89 Nil 
13 Tartana ••• 

1

1 39·71 Nil 
H Tartana ••• ! 41·29 Nil 
15 Tart ana N. ... 1 23·16 Nil 
16 Tartana N. : 30•25 Nil 
17 Tartana N. .. 12•13 Nil 
18 ~1cKinley 21•59 Nil 
19 Elvan ... 32•62 0 8 4 
20 Wanlock 17•3:! :\il 
21 Lilian ... '22•06 Nil 
22 Tartan a 1\. ... 1 46•49 Nil 
2:~ Tartan a, "N. 31•52 Nil 
2t Tartana 13•76 Nil 
25 JUadras :!•36 Nil 
26 Waulock 14•181 Xil 
28 and 30 Royal u-64 Nil 

:Standard 
~9 Tart ana X. 49·0-~ ~il 
31 ~Ionte \'ideo .. 1·s6 Xil 
32 Admiral ~amp-

i 20•091 0 0 15 
son 

' 

Silver 
per 'ron. 

Oz. dt. gr. 
1 7 18 
4 1 16 
6 10 16 
7 10 0 
2 0 20 
6 10 16 

13 11 3 
511 0 
2 9 0 
0 16 8 
1 17 0 
1 9 9 
6 10 16 
Trace 
4 1 16 
0 3 6 
0 9 19 

18 15 16 
10 12 8 
2 15 12 
0 18 0 

Nil 
1 16 0 

lfj (j 16 
103 1~ 0 

~ 6 8 
6 16 0 

2 12 0 
2 9 0 

15 0 0 

Lead 
per 

Cent, 

62 

30 

AI.EXA~-DEit 0RR, F.G.S., Analyst. 

Tbis table, as I Raid, was interpolated in the 
Government Geologist's report, and Mr. Dunstan's 
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table was suppressed. I will now take the liberty 
of reading Mr. Dunstan's table. It is as foi
lows:-

'rABLE o:F AssAY RBTUILN:;. 

Mine or Lease. / Gold per 11 Silver pm·] Copper. 
; Ton. Ton. 1 

-~~--- ----j ~z.~;-~r~ Oz. dt. gr.l Per cent .. 
Admiral Sampson ! 0 3 6 6 5 18 1 22·2 
Elvan · Trace 8 18 0 24·6 
Elvan ... ; 0 l 15 15 9 0 38'7 
President McKinley I Trace 11 5 9 15·6 
~iadras ... . .. I 38 7 16 ·51 
~~u MW6 ·oo 
Madras .. . Trace 20 18 3 Trace 
Madras .. . j Trace 4 1 16 Trace 
Madras ... j Trace 2 15 12 Trace 
Madras ... 1 Trace 4 8 4 Trace 
Madras Trace 1 11 8 
Tartana 0 4 13 l 15 22 
Tartana Trace 0 13 1 
Tartana 0 l 7 4 14 17 
Tartana 0 3 6 0 19 14 
Tartana Trace 2 5 1 
Tartana Trace l 9 9 
Tartana Trace 3 15 3 
Tartana Trace 3 15 0 
Tartana Trace 6 19 11 
Tartana Trace 0 13 1 
Tartana ... ... Trace l 7 18 
l'residennJ:cKinley Trace 6 11 15 

1 p.c. 
21J.C, 

7•5 
2'4 
8'98 
6'99 

10•77 
13•91 

The three following assays were from the ~Iontc 
Video Mine, close to President ::.\IcKinley, and the 
~~~f~~! ::ere taken from all the flxposed }JOrl ions of 

~fonte Video 
Monte Video 
Monte Video 

... ... \ 
'I' race 
Trace 
Trace I 

3 o 16 I 
l 18 5 
o 5 13 I 

Trace 

Now out of nineteen assays there a.re two in 
which there was no gold at all, and 

[5 p.m.] in five only were there traces. The 
object of inserting a table which 

the GoYernme.nt Geologist knew nothing about, 
and suppress!ng the Government Geologist's 
table, was evidently because the publication of 
the table of the Government Geologist 
would not lead eo the logical deductions 
of . the promoters- the logical deductions 
whiCh the leader of the white Labour party 
read last night-" a rich goldmine within a rich 
copper-mine." The publicat.ion of this table is 
a fraudulent misrepresentation and surely 
somebody must be guilty of wr~ngdoing. On 
page 10 the prospectus goes on-

MADRAS LEASE, LEASE No. 1224. 
Area, 10 acres. 

Position.-Close to and on the west side of Ash ton
villa Creek, and about two miles north-north-west from 
the junction of Bowler Creek and Walsh River, and 
about fi!teen m.iles north-west from :Ylungana (Girotla). 
See accompan:png map. 

Geological Features.-rrhb country rock is mostly a 
decomposed clay slate, but a greenish felspathic sand
~tone occurs in places. r.rbe trend of the country rock 
1s generally north-west and south-east and also in this 
direction the veins or lodes or mine;al-bearing rocks 
outcrop. 

The or~-bearing. rocks are decomposed on the surface, 
and a. difficulty 1s experienced in determininoo from 
appearances which are country rocks and which is lode 
matter. Veins, however, are seen which are more pro
nounc~d than the l'Ocks on either side, and from the 
fenug1n?n~ c_haracter of the outcrops and the presence 
of. ar.semc 1t IS probable they are veins of decomposed 
miSpiCkel (sulph-arsenide of iron). Judging from what 
the underground workings show, these veins separate in 
depth. 
And here is an important suppreesion ao-ain
" but there is no evidence to show if the/ pinch 
out or come together again." The prospectus 
then reads-

On the top of a ridgy_l'UJ.1ll~J?.()' par~IJel·with the low"er 
sides of the lease (north: west "and ~south-east) the o';;t. 
crops extend from one end of the lease to the other. In 
s,ome places it Is seen to pinch, but in many places it is 
several feet w1d~. 

Outerops of similar-looking stone carrying mineral arc 
to be found outside the lease, ::tnd the appearances on 
the surface so promising. both as regards thickness and 
extent, that the advisability of at onee extending the 
area of ten ncres wn.s }Jointed out to your agents. 'l.'hese 
outcrops may prc ve more valuable than those opened up 
on the lease, but absolutely no work bas been done on 
them so far. 

Generally the lodes-or what may be better termed 
lenticular deposits-are irregul!tr both in thickness and 
in length, dying out and making again along the north
west and south-east direction, sometimes being only a 
few inches wide, sometime~ seYeral feet. The Jength of 
one such deposit, as ltn example, is 120 feet. 

Prospecting wo1·k-Sume time ago--
" Some time ago "-words of the prospectus; 
"Some years ago "-words of the Government 
Geologist. Now, what was the idea of putting 
the words "Some time ngo "? Was it because 
"Some time ago" sounds le.4S ominous than 
"Some years ago "?-the words "Some years 
ago" conveying the idea that the mine is probably 
some abandoned shaft. An offence of that sort 
is not so grave as some of the others, and 
proba.bly the judge would say, if the promoters 
were brought before him for having issued such 
a prospectus, that a sentence of six months 
would meet the offence. Of course the other 
offenc0s would be more serious-

Prospectmg \York.-Some years ago the mine was 
exploited for silver. rrrenches were cnt and shafls 
were sunk, and the stone sent away and bmelted at 
.Muldiva. The returns were good, but when the price 
of silver fell the mine was abandoned; the cost of 
transit being so heavy that, although the returns were 
good, they were not sufficiently remunerative for the 
work 1 o be continued Even now, taldng the ::\ladras 
outcrops as nn isolated group, they, perhaps, would not 
be payable if worked by themselves, but in conjunction 
with the Tartaua group of mines, and with railway 
faciHtics, there seems to be every reason that they 
shoul<l prove valuable properties. 

At the north-western end of the lease a large amount 
of prospecting \Vork has been carried out, and from the 
ore at grass, taken from an open cut 20 feet long--
" A 25 feet shaft" the prospectus says ; but the 
original says "20 feet "-
8 feet wide, and 10 feet deev, samples were taken for 
assay, and gave the following returns:-

MADRAS AS." AY~. 
Samples of ore thrown aside as not rich enough f'or 

smelting: Silver, 38 oz. 7 dwt. 16 gr. per ton. 
S·nnples of the debris at old lleap from which ore was 

smelted: Silver, 26 oz. 10 dwt. 6 gr. per ton. 
Samples of stone s~.dd to be similar to what was 

smelted: Silver, :!0 oz. 18 dwt. 3 gr. per ton. 
Sample from another old heap: Silver, 4 o". l dwt. 

16 gr. per ton. 
Sample from another old heap said to be poor: Silver, 

2 oz. 16 dwt. 12 gr. per ton. 
Sample from ore at grass lately mined: Silver, 4 oz. 

8 dwt. 4 gr. per ton. 
Sample from stone thrown aside lately mined: Silver1 

1 oz. Jl dwt. 8 gr. per ton.* 
Assays made by the Chillagoe Proprietary Company 

some years ago show a return in one case of 136 oz. of 
silver per ton, and a recent assay by your agent shows 
a return of 103 oz. of silver. 
And here comes another suppres,ion-" but I 
cannot state whether these are average returns 
or returns from picked samples." Now, that is 
gross suppression- a suppression which no 
honomable man or men would be guilty of-

Olof;e to the open cut from which the previous sample8 

were taken a shaft has been sunk 40 feet deer, but now 
abandoned. The debris on the surface shows the ore 
must have carried galena and carbonate of le·1d (cerus
site). 

Anotller sha.ft, ten chains from the open cut., has been 
sunk on the underlie at an angle of 60 degree~. south
we;:,.t to a depth of ab()ut 30 feet. Drives have been put 
in to the north-west and south~~:ast at the bottom, and 
judging from the stone on the surface, must have been 
sunk some di~tance belO\Y the drh·es. but filled in sub
sequently, 1-iO the character of the ore belmv that could 
not be asccrt,Lined. 
That paragraph containe an int~rpolation; the 
prospectus has something added to it. After 
the words "must have been" there is inserted the 
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words "driven for several feet. The shaft has 
been," which makes it read, "And, judging from 
the stone on the surface, must have been driven 
for several feet. The shaft has been sunk some 
distance be'ow the drives," etc. The report 
purports to be signed by "Benjamin Dunstan, 
Assistant Government Geologist, Queensland, 
21st October, 1890." 

Mr. DAWSON: He was Principal Assistant 
Government Geologist in New South Wales some 
years ago. 

Mr. HIGGS: That goes to show that the 
gentleman is very high· in his profession, and 
that he is a capable officer, whose report should 
never be manipulated or mutilated in such a 
fashion, even if such mutilation were not a penal 
offence. I must admit that Queensland has a 
bad reputation, and the publication of prospec
tuses of this kind is not likely to rehabilitate her. 
That is a strong reason why the Government 
should endeavour to do something to demonstr&te 
their objection to this kind of thing. The next 
lease is the 

PRESIDE)IT-McKINLEY LBASE, LEASE No. 1221. 
Area, 10 acres. 

Position.-Approximately twenty-two miles north, 10 
degrees east from Mungana (Girofia\, See accompany
ing map. 

Geological _F-eatures.-FeJsites abound in the neigh
bourhood, more or less decomposed, togethfJr with 
altered clayey sedimentary rocks, having a general 
north and south strike. One of the dykes or felsite, 
with a strike north-west and south-east, carries copper 
for some distance, and around this the lease has been 
pegged out. 'rhe dyke is 10 feet wide, and so far as 
seen on the surface carries copper for neHrly .SO feet of 
its length. The dyke apparently has a slight underlie 
to the south-west, but there is not enough exposure to 
warrant a statement being made as to what is the true 
underlie. In smne places the portion of the dyke im
pregnated with copper is about 2 feet wide, but this 
increases in other places to as much as 6 feet, while in 
depth, so far as exposed, the copper-bearing rock is per
sistent down to 10 feet. On the same line of dyke the 
rock carries copper away from the main outcrops. but 
whether there is any connection between the two out
crops has not been determined. 

Prospecting Works.-Very little work has been done 
to show the extent of the deposit, but on the s11rface 
there are a great number of tons of copper ore exposed 
without any work being done on it at all. 

'rhe deposit may be considered a very promising one 
when it "becomes to be developed"--
" Becomes to be developed" is quoted-
and, indeed, may prove to be mora extensive than the 
surface indications show. From a sample taken from all 
exposed portions of the outcrop the following assay 
returns were yielded :-President M'Kinley: Gold, a 
trace; silver, 11 oz. 5 dwt. 9 gr.; copper, 15·6 per cent. 
per ton. 

Your agent previously took a sample from the same 
outcrop, which yielded 21·5 per cent. copper, and over 
18 oz. of silver per ton-
Here we bave another suppression, the words 
" but I do not know if it were taken a~ an 
average sample or not." Immediately after that 
follows another suppression, the word "picked" 
being omitted before "sample" in the following 
paragraph:-

A sample said to have come from here gave a return 
of 42·5 per cent. copper, and anothm· one 37·9 per cent. 
copper. 
And, then, there is another suppre~sion, the 
following words being omitted:-" But these 
undoubtedly must have been the richest that 
could have been found." The company's agent6 
evidently sought the finest Ramples they could 
get, and brought them to the Assistant Govern
ment Geologist, and when that gentleman had 
examined and reported on them they struck out 
part of his report in order to mislead the public. 
Next I come to the report on the Royal Standard 
Leaoe, No. 1260, area 10 acres, and in this report, 
strange to ~ay, there are no interpolations, mani
pulations, lnutilations, or suppressions. It 
says-

Position.-Six miles north-west ot Mungana. (See 
position from ll!ap a.ccompanying.i ' 

Geological Features. ---·The country rock is a decom
posed ferruginous felspathic sandstone, alterna~ing with 
irregular masses of limestone, grits, and 1Jrecmas, more 
or iess altered. Quartzites are uh;o pret::~ent in the 
neighbourhood, and interbedded ,vith the felspathic 
sandstones. rrowards l he west this character of country 
gives place to schists. 

rrhe ore is a carbonate of copper (malachite, etc.), 
mixed '\Vith copper siUcatP (chrysocollal and red ox~de 
(cupritel, with lead sulphide /galena) and_ oxide 
onininm). and is contained in veins tr~tvers1ug the 
felspathic sandstones. 

Prospecting Work.--r_t'he work done h; of so small 
extent that no estimate can be formed of its value, but 
where the stone is expo;o:;ed the ore looks well, and 
certainly warrants further work being done to prospect 
it 

The amount of ore taken out of the trench made 
would be about ;) tons, and wonld assay, at a low 
e'itimate, about 8 per cent. of copper. 

The stoue at gra~s is quite rich enough for treatment, 
and what should now be done is to pro"·e its extent. 
That i~ signed, "Benjamin Dunstan, Assistant 
Government Geologist, Queensland, 21st October, 
1899." The next lease is the 

LILLHN LEASE, No. 1220. 
... \.rea, l 0 acres. 

Position.-Less than a mile north of the Tartan a 
gl·oup of lease", and on one of the branches of Bowler 
Creek. See accompanying map. 

Geological Features.-The country rock~ axe a clayey 
and ferruginonB eong'lomerate, intcrbcdd8d with mica
ceous saudstoncs, and hi:.-ve a dip of 50 degrees north-east. 
'l'he conglomerate can be traced for some distance along 
the surface, but is well exposed on the bed and sides of 
a creek which cross\e·~ the lease. At this creek the 
eonglomerate is impregnated throughout with carbml
ates of copper (malachite anc1 azurite), and there is no 
evider.ce of any movement or feature showing that the 
impregn:ttion may have been brought about by a joint 
or fault in the beds, or by an intrusion of some igneous 
rock. 

rrospecting \Vork.-Very little prospecting work has 
been done, but what there is shows the ore to be genel
ally of the same <1uality, and to go about 10 per e.ent. of 
copper. Son1e tons or ore were taken out, but were 
waMhcd a way Uuring a flood in the creek. 
Here is a suppression. The word "recent," which 
appears before the word "flood" in the original 
report, is omitted, the promoters evidently wish
ing to convey the idea that the flood had not 
taken place in recent times, but that it might 
have taken place at the time of the deluge, when 
Noah built the ark. Then we have another sup
pression. Following the words last quoted this 
sentence appears in the original report: "The 
deposit may be only a small pocket of ore, and 
very probably is so, but," etc. These words are 
left out by these ingenious gentlemen, who wi6h 
to float a company with a capital of some £60,000, 
and the prospectus simply contains the latter 
part of the sentence as follows:-

'l1o definitely determine thi:-;, the outcrop will rel_1uire 
to he further prospected to the north-west and south
east. 

A sample taken by your agent--

There the words "evidently picked" are sup
pressed-
gave a return from a~·my of 22 per cent. of copper per 
ton, so that it will be seen the conglomerate is not 
merely stained by the copper, and a retul"n of 18 dwt. of 
silver per ton shows the possibilHy of this metal being 
an item for consideration. 
Then there is another signature which Mr. 
Dunstan never wrote. 

ET_JYAN LEASE, No. 1228. 
Area, 10 acres. 

Po~ition.- -Approximately bventJ>three miles north 
10 degrees ca.st from Mungamt (Girotla). t-;ee accom-
panying map. . 

Geological Features.-The (;Ountry roek 1s slate \nth 
a northerly and ~outherly strike, and is generally 
vertically b' ddBd, bnt varying smnetimr<:; to a clip or 
60 dEgrees to the ea~t or Wt'',t. Two veins are expo:'1ed 
on the surface and traveri'ing the slates, but tbcil· 
general direction and inclinJ.tion cannot be deterrninul. 

Pro:-tpecting "~ork.-Perhaps less tha.n a day's work 
would 1·epresent the amount of labour e-xpended on 
prospecting the two veins. 
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That is very interesting, considering how very 
anxious these men are to find work for the 
unemployed. 

rrhe larg-er one has been opened to the extent of four 
feet in length, two feet deep, and one foot wide. 

That might be used for burying the man who gets 
knocked out in this great combat in Queen street 
between the hon. member for Bulloo and myself. 

The smaller one 11as been exposed by a trench two 
feet long, six inches wide, and Pighteen inches deep 
'l'o expre:;;" an opinion on these outcrops is almost out 
of the qncst.iou; they might only be a few f(•et in length 
and die out a fp,w feet below the surface. but they, on 
tllP othet• hand, might prove to be very extensive. 

There are no facts whercon to base au opinion of its 
value except it is on the results of the two following 
as;,:tys of samples taken from the two veins. 

}~r.Y;l'-'- As:-:,.\_YS. 

Large vcin.-Goid, a trace; silver, 8 oz. 18 dwt. 0 gr.; 
copper, 24;6 per cent. per ton. 

Small vein.-Guld, 0 oz. 1 dwt. 15 gr.; silver, 15 oz. 
9 dwt. 0 g-r.; copper. 38·7 per cent. per ton. 

A sample taken by your agent gave over 8 dwt. of 
gold per ton, a much higher return than mine. 

The plan of lease sbO\YS the position of the veins on 
the property. 
Another signature, which Mr. Dunstan never 
wrote-

WAXLOCK LEASE, "!\o. 1222. 
Area, 10 acres. 

Position.-Approximately t'venty-three miles north 10 
degrees east from .M.ungana (Girofta). See accompanying 
map. 

Geological Features.-The country rock~ are greenish 
and ferruginous fel~pathic sandstones anrt. slates, with 
large intrusive masJes of 11uartz febites. An outcrop of 
the fcl~ito occurs on the lease, and in one place an 
isolated mass or bonlder several tons in weight is 
stained with green carbonate of copper. The mineral 
hus hcen formed subsequent to the intrusion of the 
felsite and deposited as an impregnation. 

Prospecting ·vrork.-Only a very little work has been 
expended ia prospecting. 
Poor unemployed ! 

The outcrop is ~o isolated thnt there is only just the 
possibility of the ore continuing in depth, and the 
absence of any attempt to show the continuation or 
otherwise of the deposit below the surface whereon the 
mass is resting is to be regretted. 

At present the stained surface of the rock looks very 
attractiYe, but a fmv days' more work would have deter
mined it~ Yalne, from a negatiYe point of view. even if it 
robbed it of its fine appearance. 

A sample taken from here bJ your agent gaye a return 
of Ii·33 pPr cent. of copper. and 2 oz. 15 dwt. 12 gr. of 
silver per ton; but even if the whole of the stone show
ing copper 'vere to yield this as an average there would 
be 0nly about 6 tons of ore in sight. 

The plan of the lease shows the felsite intrusion (por
phyry dyke) nnd the two localitie' where copper has 
been found-theone previously mentioned, and another 
close by, where some copper carbonate shows as a small 
outcrop. 

(Siguecl) BENJAl\IL\' DUXSTAX, 
Assistant Government Geologist. 

Queensland, 21st October, 1899. 

AD11IRAL SA1iPSOX LEASE, No. 1175. 
Area, 10 acres. 

Position.-Eighteen miles dne wr~t of Mnngana 
(Girolla), and about t,luee miles S.S.W. of Arbouin. (See 
accompanying map.) 

Geological l~catures.-The country rocks are fine 
mica schh•t.s with gneiss, anfl in the neighbourhood 
bosses and dyke~'! of a quartz felsitc intrndc the srhist.s 
and gneis~. 

The copper ha~ be ,n depo~itcd in a formation thonght 
at tirst to 1Jc a. lode, bnt ·which is miC'~tecons connt.rv rock 
imvregnated with eopper, antl probably havilig its 
t-iOuree in a liuP of fanlting travm'Ring the miea.- schists 
abt)nt. north nnd "\mth. 

The appearance ot the fol'mation is sug-g"r~;tive of a 
lode, and the iron oxides depo;:;.ited aronnd tJw fault 
apparently evnfirms this idea-

Then there is something left out--" but it is only 
an impregnation ''-
and thf' depo~1tion of the copuer a,Jong the cleavage 
planes of the micaceous rocks as they lie approxim~teiy 
horizontal is quite evident. 

The width of the COlJper-bearing formation varies up 
to 3 feet-

Then these words are omitted-" bnt in some 
places it is about 1 foot thick "-

Alonq the surface there are several places where ore 
is exposed, but no difference in the character of the 
rocks which carry it can be noticed from the associated 
micaceous schists. 

rrhe ore is mostly carbonate and oxide in a felspathic 
matrix. It is not very siliceous. but rather ferruginous, 
and inclined to weather to a ferruginous clay. 

rro~pecting Operat.ions.-A shaft has been sunk a 
depth of 20 feet to prove the Tertical extent 

l5'30 p.m.] of the copper ore, bnt no work has bGcn 
done to prove its extent along the surface. 

A large working shaft such as this one is suitable for 
all possible future requirements; but where the work 
is purely of a prospective eharacter, perhaps results 
\vould have been more satisfactory if the ground had 
Ueen better prospected, and the sinking of such a large 
shaft left till the extent of the deposit had been better 
known. 
The word "left" there after the word " shaft" 
is left out in the prospectus. 
Then~ are about ten tons of ore at grass and a few 

tons in sight in the shaft.. 
And then these words are omitted from this pros
pectus--

But the prospents of a continuation of the ore are not 
favourable. 
Then it proceeds-

It would be advisable to continue sinking the shaft 
for some distance further dvwn, but with much smaller 
dimensions, and to put in prospecting drives north and 
south from the shaft. 
Immediately after that there is the omission of 
these very important words-

And so determine the advisability or otherwise of 
abandoning the mine. 
Showing that the Government Geologist evi
dently had an idea that it was possible it might 
turn out to be wise to abandon the mine. 

The proximity of the shaft to a constantly running 
creek may cause some t1·onble ir.. sinking, as the rocks 
are such as to allow free yereolation of water along 
the lines of cleavage present in the schists, but 
the trouble would not be very serious, as the shaft 
could be pnddled along the sides at this level and the 
si.nldng continued. 

rrhe ore at gra~s amounts to about 10 tons, and would 
average from 8 to 10 per cent. of copper. A sample 
selected for me by one of the men who sunk the shaft 
yielded as follows :-
Here the word ''picked" has been left out before 
the word "sample," for the purpose of deluding 
the public. Then· it goes on-

Gold, 0 oz. 3 dwt. 6 gr.; silver, 6 ox. 5 dwt. 18 gr.; 
copper, 22·2 per cent. 

Samples taken by the agent of the company and 
assayed by :Mr. /\ .. Orr, of Sydney, gave the following 
returns:-· 

Ko. 1.-Gold, 0 oz. 0 dwt. 15 gr.; silver, 1-:t oz. 14 dwt. 
0 gl'.; copper, 20·9 per cent. 

~o. 2.-Gold, 0 oz. 0 dwt. 10 gr.; silver, 15 oz. 0 dwt. 
12 gr.; copper, l-17}Jer cent. 

'!.'he following is a plan of the lease:-
And then the prospectus again shows the signa
ture-

(Signed! BJ:]:</J.UU:"' DU?\S'l'AN, 
Assi.stan t Government Geologist. 

Queensland, 21st October, 1899. 
Mr. Duns tan's "conclusion" is given as follows 
in the prospectus-· 

CO\'C'LUSIOXS. 
·with the closcrivtion of t:ach of the leases reference 

has been mart.e to the prospecting work whieh has been 
done, or onght to he undertakl'n, ro prove the ground, 
so it wHl only be neee~-;sary to consider matters now 
from :t genet•al poiut or yiew. 

In the first pi.acf'. the group of pl'OlJCl'tiei:i undoubtedly 
bear a mot't favourable ~omparbou 'Yith any of the 
other group of properties in the Chillagoe district, and, 
what i~ certainly not an uuimportant feature \\-,.here 
Chillagoe minin~ }H'Operties arc concerncfl. they ha Ye 
bPen selectecl simply on their own merit. Their value 
is not. in Hny wa~· mfiuenretl by their 1n·oximity t.o other 
stwcc:o;sfnl mi.ning properties, as they are miles away 
from the nearest of them. 

In the next place, with rcgar{l to the development of 
the mines, it will be necessary to pay considerable 
attention to this department, particularly in its initial 
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stages. Undoubtedly you have immense bodies of ore, 
but first find rJut exactly what ore is available, and 
what its peculiarities are from a smelting point of vimY. 
Too murh attention cannot be given in developing the 
resources of Tartan a Hill, as this is the most irr.portnnt 
mineral deposit of the group, and it will be very 
important that this clevelopment should take plare on 
scientific lines, and not by rule of thumb. Accurate 
plans of all the workings must be prepared so that 
the resnlts of all tests of the ore, in :.t properly
equipped laboratory, and the character of the ore 
together can be recorded and studied. 

Now, the promoters stop short there, and leave 
out this most important paragraph-

Lastly, comes the question of management. The 
mines are not phenomenally rich ones-and let this be 
clearly understood-but they are full of promise, and it 
lies almost entirely with your management, not the 
mines themselvex~, whether they result in failure or 
success. 

That was omitted by the promoters of this com
pany, and that it is a most important omission 
will be seen when we come to discuss the question 
of the provisional directors. 'ro suppress an 
important paragraph like that is cheating. It is 
an offence against the law, and section 429 of the 
Criminal Code says on the subject-

Any person who by means of any fraudulent trick or 
device obtains from any other person anything capable 
of being stolen, or induces any other person to dchYer 
to any person anything ctLpable of being stolen, or to 
pay or deliver to any person any money ur goods, or a-ny 
greater sum of money or greater quantity of goods than 
he would have paid or delivered but fm· such trick or 
deviee, is guilty of a misdemeanour, and is liable to 
imprisonment with Lard labour for two years. 

If the gentlemen responsible for the mutilation 
of Mr. Dumtan's report could be caught-and 
there are clever detectives in Queensland, who 
ought to be able to catch them-a jury having 
decided they were guilty, the judge would un
doubtedly sentence them to a portion of that two 
years. On the face of it this prospectus is a 
fraudulent one, and the promoters of the com
pany are guilty of conspiracy. We well remem
ber that when certain individuals in Queensland, 
actuated by the worthy motive of trying to keep 
up the wages of a number of working men in the 
West of Queensland, banded themselves together 
in a union for that purpose, they were seized 
upon by the police, brought up, sentenced, 
and sent down to t3t. Helena for a term 
of years, Now, 'Y ~y is there any delay on 
the part of the Mmrstry to deal with the pro
moter" of this £60,000 company for the issue of 
this garbled, misleading mutilation, supposed to 
be the Assistant Government Geologist's report? 
There are plenty of clauses in the Criminal Code 
which will enable the Premier to bring these 
gentlemen to justice. There are clauses relating 
to forgery, false pretences, cheating, and con
spiracy. If the Government continue to stick 
to these private railway schemes, they must take 
some action to clear themselves and the Mineg 
Department. The Mines Department has dr,wn 
attention to this grossly fraudulent prospectus. 
Some of the directors wrote to the newspapers, 
and withdrew their names fram the prospectus. 
In this morning's paper there is a most interesting 
report stating that the provisional directors have 
come together again, and they waited on the 
Under Secretary for Mines to explain how it 
was that this report came to be issued in sueh 
a garbled manner. I hope the Premier will 
take the proper steps to clear the Govem
ment and the department in the matter. 'rhe 
(}overnment Geologi;-:;es repl)rt was is~ued on 
21st October, 1899-nearly twelve months ago. 
Now, does anyone believe that the provisional 
directors, when they issued thio prospectus 
to the public, did not know of the existence 
of the original report, and did not examine 
it? If they did not, then they were very 
~tudacious men to put up as provisional directors, 

for a business, the sncce'8 of which would 
depend mor<' on the management than on the 
richne•·S of the mine,, A letter appeared in the 
Tclegra1Jh on 18th September, 1900, signed hy 
Thornas ,J es~op, chnirma.n of the vendor com
pany, and P. Duffy, ~me of th~ prov~~ion~l ~i:cc
tors of the North Chrllagoe Mme,,, No Lrab1l!ty, 
as follow> :-

Sir,-In your advertising cohnnns we intend publish
ing a verbatim copy of :\lr. Dunstan's repo~·t on the~e 
mines, certified by the GoYernmcnt Geologist, 3lr. "\'V. 
H. Rands. 

Owing to several important errors in the copy of this 
report its it appear,, ln the prospectus it has now 
prnctieallY been deeiclcd to withdra'\\ that prospectus. 

It will be the duty of tlw promoters to ascertain and 
make known how those alterations have crept into the 
report. _l!eanwhile you have ou_r ar:~,urH-nc_e that, until 
attention was called to the faet 111 the public Press, the 
directors of the vendor eornvany, and the provh;ional 
directors and other officers of the nmv company, were 
wholly unaware of the stupid and unnecessary alteraw 
tions made in the report. 
Evidently the Telegmph Company refused to 
insert this letter unless it wa~ paid for aB an 
advertisement, because there was an asterisk 
after it. That signifies that the matter inserted 
is "'' advertisement. The Tclepmph Com
pany thought this was so serious a matter 
that they demanded that , these g~ntlen;en 
should pay about £1 10s. ror the msertron 
of this letter. Now, at the end of that letter 
the words "stupid and unnecessary" are used. 
They characterise the "alterations made in the 
report" as "stupid and unneces~ar-y." Those 
,.we the words they use with regard to the 
alterations and mutilations made in the Govern
ment Ger,logist's report. Unfortunately the 
minino- industry is one which lends itself to 
the s~hemes of designing men. I can well 
believe that the strongest inducements are 
offered to a geologist to bring up a re1;ort 
on mines which would not he gemune, 
Every kind of hint is thrown out to the party 
making the report, that it will be better for him 
if the project turns out a success, Some hon. 
members may hold up their hands in horror ~t 
such a suggestion, but I know that what I say 1s 
perfectly correct. The very fact that it has 
been found necessary to have a Criminal Code 
of 730 clauses, dealing with all kinds of 
offences ao-ainst honesty, decency and order, 
shows that these things are perpetrated in 
connection with mining. I think there is every 
reason why the Premier should at once abandon 
his ptivate railway policy and_ go on with the 
public business of the country, m order th_at the 
fair name of the Government should not m any 
way be tarnished or smudged by the action uf 
these persons who have issued this prospectus. 
There appears to be some difficulty in making 
the public acquainted with all these matters, 
but they should know them. Mem]Jers must 
recognise that it is an outrage on pubhc decency 
to puhlish such a prospectus, an.d .the .Press have 
not givPn the matter the pubhmty, m the way 
of comment and cnticism, that it is entitled to. 
I hope the Minister will protect the JVlin~s 
Department from such onslaughts as we see m 
the pnhlic Press to-day, . 'vV here w,.s the Mif!is
ter for 1Iines when tins powerful depntatron 
waited on the Fnder Secretary for Mines, Mr. 
A. l:C. l\Iaci!onald? I think he ,,houlcl have 
Leen prt~~nt, and th0 Pr~.s:-::; should also have been 
present to teport the proceeding . The CouriLr 
of this nlGrning r:ay&.---

'nth the view of pJacJng the :\line~ Dcpnrtment in 
po~se''fion of the Lwt,:.; relating- to tlw t 1 nintm1~ional 
mbtake, the Hon. F. rJ\ Brcntnall, Hon. John Arch1balrt, 
3Ir. P. DuffY (prrwisional dir(-~ctors). Alderman T. 
,Jes:-ov, 2VLI •. A .. .Sydney (chairman of dirccto~·s of the 
vendor compan~n. and ~'Ir. Tom Coventr~·, watt~d uuou 
::\Ir. A. n.. 1Iacdonald, Lnder t;ecretary for )!lues, at 
noon yesterday, Thlr. W. H. Rand~, Government Geologist 
being present. 
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It was a most irregular proceeding for those 
gentlemen to wait on the Under Secretary in 
that way, and I think that, when the leader of 
the white Labour part.y referred to this matter 
la~t night, the leader of tbe black labour party 
should .!so have referred to the fact of thiR deputa. 
tion having waited on his Under Secretary. But, 

.no; not a word! The hon. member forWootha· 
kata gets up and asb a. <[l>estion, evidently with 
the intention of cutting the ground from under 
the feet nf the leader of the Opposition, and the 
Premier replies··-I suppose with the idea of lead· 
ing the public to believe that the Government 
were giving the matter every attention. Now, 
if the Government me;1nt bminess in the matter, 
they would not deal with it in such a Jag· 
gard lackadaisical fashion. 'What we want to 
know is, who had <:~ccess to this report of 
the Government Geologist? Did any person, 
at the instance of the company, go to the depart· 
ment and read that document? Did any provi
sional director, doing- his duty by the public 
whom he was anxious to get into the company, 
go to the :Mines Department and say, "Let 
me look at the original report"? One would 
have thought that any gentleman undertaking 
the serious re•ponsibility of the management 
of a company with a capital of £60,000 
would have deemed it his duty to go and 
look at the original report, and it is hardly 
credible that any provisional director did not 
go and examine the docament. And, having 
examined it, can we believe that any pro
visonal director would not recognise that there 
was introduced into the prospectus a table which 
had no place in the original report ? I hope 
to further impress hon. members opposite 
with the nece~sity for abandoning the pre
sent private railway policy by pointing out 
to them the very great dangers of monopolies. 
In no other country in the world is there a 
growth of a tendency to establish private rail
ways. Even in those countries which are sup
posed to be far behind us now, but which are 
said to have had a civilisation long before we 
Britishers emerged from the barbaric state-the 
Chinese. Better be careful now ! This is the 
day of challenges, and if the Secretary for 
Railways is not very careful I shall invite him 
to fight a combat-

The SPEAKER: Order, order, order! 
Mr. HIGGS: ·with bricks at 1,000 yards. 

In no country in the world is there a tendency 
to construct private rail W>"tys except in Queens
land. 

Mr. BELL : \Vhat about India, where the 
Indian Government are encouraging them? 

Mr. HIGGS: \Veil, India ie an abandoned 
country. It is so heavily taxed that the unfortu
nate dwellere there have a famine about every 
year. 

Mr. BELL : India is developing tremendously. 
Mr. REm: In stanation. 
Mr. HIGGS: My experience and reading go 

to show that all the better nations, anyway, are 
abandoning the private railway system and 
adopting the system of State construction and 
ownership. \Vhy? Because a rail way is really 
a road. Hon. membem remember that not long 
ago there was a toll charged on Victoria Bridge, 
and they remember what an outcry there was at 
resorting to such a barbaric custom. 

Hon. D. H. DALHYii!PLE: You have to pay 
tolls now, only in another wav. 

Mr. HIG(fS: We cannot yet, and I do not 
suppose we shall for very n1any years have a 
system of free railways; but we have the next 
bes_t thing to it, and that is a system o£ railways 
whwh are run merdy to pay interest and the cost 
of mainten'1nce. 'rhe State makes no attempt 
to make a big profit out of the railways for the 
purpose of paying dividends to individuals. If 

there is any profit, the whole community share in 
the benefit. We in Queensland, always behind, 
apparently-behind in the federal movement, 
only going into it at the last moment-behind 
with our Federal Elections Bill, and probably 
sending down our repre>entatives--

The tlPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. HIGGS: Just as the Duke of York is 

about to open the Federal Parliament--
The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. HIGGS: We, who are alw:tys behind, 

are taking up an obsolete railway policy--
11r. DAWI:ION: So as to remain consistent. 
Mr. HIGGS : And giving up half the colony

the Korth and the Centre--to a number of 
gentlemen who want to get a number of con
ce~sions. 

An HoNOURABLE JHEMm;R of the Opposition : 
Gentlemen? 

Mr. HIGGS: Well, there are gentlemen and 
gentlemen. The gentlemen who put out this 
prospectus with a garbled report are no doubt 
understood to be gentlemen. They are well
dressed gentlemen, and they occupy positions 
and enjoy privileges and liberties which are not 
granted to the unfortunate who is not known as 
a gentleman. We are abandoning that great 
portion of the colony-a very rich portion of t.be 
colony. Some people say that the North is the 
richest portion of Queensland--

Mr. DAWSON: So it is. . 
Mr. HIGGS: And that it will be the most 

populous in time, and the most go-ahead. We 
are abandoning that portion of the country tu 
private railway syndicates, who will, by their 
r<~ilways, act as an obstacle on free interchange 
amongst the people who live in the North and 
Centre. Hon. members opro,ite will insist on 
saying that they have not abandoned the policy 

of the State ownership and con
[7 p.m.] struction of railways, and that they 

do not intend to abandon that 
policy. But here half a colony is to be handed 
over to syndicates, who will construct these rail
ways, which are really trunk lines, and which 
will in the future do the carrying trade for a very 
great population. An endeavour has been made 
to show that thes" lines are merely mineral 
lines-that is, merely lines for the development 
of the mining industry; but by-law No. 1, 
lately prepared by the ::Ylareeba.Chil!ague 
Company, contains, I suppose, about 1,000 
different articles for which freight,; have 
been fixed, showing that the propo~ers evidently 
intend to undertake the duties of full and com
prehensive railway managers, and to deal with 
all kinds of products. All along their line there 
will in the very near future, I am sure, be settled 
a considerable population, and population en· 
gaged not only in mining, but in pastoral, 
agricultural, and other occupations which go to 
make up a nation's life; and all the persons who 
live alongside that railway will be st the com
mand, at the mercy, of the managers of the com
pany. And, as has been pointed out, the com
pany are permitted to charge a considerable 
percentage more than the rates on State-owned 
and State-constructed railways. Hon. members 
opposite say that the charge is only to be 50 per 
cent. more than the rates on State railways, but 
my view is that the Mount Garnet Company and 
the Chillagoe Company will be permitted, 
according to law, to charge 150 per cent. more 
than the rates on Government railways. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 'Nothing of 
the sort. 

Mr. HIGGS: If it is nothing of the sort, why 
have not the framers of this Bill introduced into 
it !:he ordinary language which is adopted in 
cases of the kind? If only 50 per cent. was 
intended, why did they not use the words "50 
per cent.''? Instead of adppting the usual custom 
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in such cases, they have said that the company 
shall not charge a price exceeding "one and 
a-half times" the r<tte charged on the State 
railways. Take £100, and multiply that by one 
and a-half, and you have £150. The wonling of 
the Bill i' that the rate is not to "exceed" one 
and a-half times the rate charged on State rail
ways, and that means that the excess is one and 
a-half times that rate. One and a-half times is 
150 per cent. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE' Multiply one by 
one, and the result is two, I Ruppose? 

Mr. HIG}S: No, it is one. Multiply 100 by 
one and a-half, and is that not 150? 

Mr. NEWELL: It is only 50 per cent. more. 
Mr. HIGGS: The Bill says, "Provided that 

no tolls, fares, rates, or charges shall in any case 
exceed one and a-half times" the amount payable 
in respect of such goods, live stock, etc. If the 
fare were £100, one and a-half times that would 
lJe £150, and that is the excess the company iR 
permitted to charge under this Bill. That is 
150 per cent. If not, how do hon. members get 
50 per cent. ? 

Mr. JACKSON: You will find all about what 
that means in committee. 

Mr. HIGGS: Evidently there is a dispute 
about the matter, and if the majority at the 
back of the Secretary for Hail ways insist that 
one and a-half times the :tmuunt charged by the 
Hail way Commissioner means only 50 per cent. 
more, I sup,,ose the clause will have to go. But 
it does not matter what hon. members oppoRi te 
may say; they may say th>et the words "shall 
not exceed one and a-half times" mean only 50 
per cent., but if ever a case crops up in a 
court of law, the jndge will say that the 
speeches of hon. members have nothing 
whatever to do with it, and he will put 
his own interprf'tation on the clansP. I am 
surprised that the eloquent federal leaders 
who did so much to win a majority of the people 
over to federation, and spoke of the wonderful 
advantages that would accrue to Queensland in 
the way of settlement, should be so shortsighted 
as to allow the company a privilege of this kind 
for fifty years. The State fares and freights will 
come down with increase of population, but it 
does not follow that the company are going to 
rE.duce their fares-they will cha1 ge whatever 
they think is up to the limit of human endurance. 
'rhe Minister for R"'il ways, and I think the 
Premier too, said we shall be able to build 
another line if nece~sary in competition with this 
line. Does anybody think that a legi~lator would 
be listened to if he proposed to construct a tram
way in oppositiun to the Brisbane Tramways 
Company-a company which has no doubt done 
some good to Brisb:,ne, but which is making 
enormous profits, though they are said to have 
paid no dividends-enormous profit~ by charging 
very hig-h fares ? 

Mr. JAOKSON: What if the company were 
charging very high rates ? 

Mr. HIGGS: The tramway company are 
charging rates which are 100 per cent. higher, 
and in some cases 300 per cent. higher, than the 
rates charg-ed on the State-owned tramw»ys in 
Sydney. vVhen a holiday comes the practice of 
the State railway manager is to endea,·onr to 
meet the people and encourage them to go out 
holiday-making by reducing the fares. As a 
rule, I think the charge is single fare for the 
double journey. In Brisbane, when the exhibi
tion was on, when the State would have reduced 
the fares, the Brisbane Tramways Comr,any had 
a number of special cars and charged the public 
3:1. each for carrying them even a distance of 
only 300 or 400 yards. I notice that the Chilla
goe regulations contain a clause providing that 
the company m'l.y rlm excursion trains at any 
time they think proper, and charge any fares 

they choose. I asked whether the by-law had 
been submitted to the Crown Law Office, and 
the Minister said, " No." 

The SEOI<E~'ARY FOH RAILWAYS : I said, 
"Yes." 

Mr. HIGGS : I think the clause I refer to is 
an innovation that -would not have been agreed 
to had the regulations been submitted to the 
Crown Law Officers to see whether they tallied 
with the Act or not. I think it must be illegal; 
and if it is, that shows the disadvantage of 
departing from the settled policy of State-owned 
railways. I think that on the eve of the estab
lishment of an Australian nation we should 
hesitate before surrendering such a larg-e extent 
of rich territory to private syndicates-to gentle
men who will be able to exact a toll on all those 
who have to use the railway line. I fear the 
great evils which are attributable to the combi
nation of railway companies and huge rings and 
trusts in America. Any trust properly worked 
might be of great benefit to the community, 
leading t" economy in management and the 
saving that wonld accrue from co-operative 
effort; but there is the disadvantage that through 
there being no competition of the owners, and 
the trust luoking upon the public as people who 
may be squeezed, they fix the rates, generally 
speaking, so high- that the public have to pay 
what is really a toll; and the employee~ of the 
trust have rnuch more arduous work aJJd much 
less pay than where the industry is under the 
control' of the State. A very readable book on 
"The Evolution of Modern Capitalism," by 
Wi!liam A. Hobson, contains this paragraph-

The tendeney of the tru~t to strengthen its industrhll 
position and at the same time to find a profitable invest
ment for its surplus profits by fastening upon an earlier 
process of production, or a contignons industry and 
drawing it under the control of its monopoly, is one of 
the most iiripOrtant evidences of the rapid grmvth of the 
system iu America. The rapidity with whieh the whole 
railway system is passing into the hands of the two 
great monopolis! syndicates, \Yith tlle nece'•-;ary result 
of stifling competitioH, is in some respects the rnosL 
momentous economic rnoyemcnt in the United Statts at 
the present time. 'l'he m~1gnifi~ent dh;tanee9 whit~h 
separate the great ma..;s of the producers of agricultural 
and other raw products from their market make the 
railway their only high road, and the fact that except 
between a few large centreri of popuhtjon there is uo 
competition ot' riYal railw.!1ys places the producer 
entirely at the rnf'rcy of a single carrier, who regulates 
his rates so as to secure a maximum of lJrofit. 

\Vhen we look at the Northern portion of 
Queensland, and see so enormously rich a 
country so sparsely settled, we may think there 
is something in the argument that we should 
allow investors to develop that country. But 
those who have any hope for AuHtralia must 
know that under federation that country is not, 
if properly managed, likely to remain very long 
so sparsely settled. vVe have not very far from 
Brisbane a number of Cheshire farmers, who, 
extraordinary to relate, aro camped waiting for 
land, in a vast area like Queensland. VVe h,,ve 
hopes that the country's land" will be adminis
tered in a business-like way by a business-like 
Government. I regret that hon. members did 
not see fit to allow the Ministry formed from 
this side of the House to hold office a litde longer 
-to give the public an idea as to what the 
ex-Minister for Lands, l\1r. Hardacre, could do 
in the way of admini.<tration. I am satisfied 
there would have been no talk of allowing 
large rail way conceHsions for the purpose of set
tling the country. The people are only t~o 
anxious to get on the land, and all they want rs 
to be perrdtted to get there. 'rhe old opinion 
that the lands of this colony ccmld not grow a 
cabbage has been long since dissip,<ted. The 
same thing was said about Victoria, which has now 
the reputation of being the "cabbage garde.n" 
of Australia. We know, on the authority of the 
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Agricultural Department officials, that we l1ave 
an immense territory fit for agricultural purposes, 
and that a great deal of our agricultural land is 
centred around the very routes where it is pro
posed to construct these rail ways. I heard the 
hon. member for \Voothakata say in effect last 
night that the land about this Mount Garnet 
Hail way was fit fnr very little, but evervthing I 
can read goc·s to prove the contrary. The great 
difficulty is to find out exactly where these rail
way linee are going to run. 'rhe maps say the 
routes shown are only" approximate." 

Mr. DAWSON: They are picking the eyes out 
of the Northern portion of the colony. 

The SgcRETAIW FOR RAILWAYS: 'rhe eyes do 
not seem to be very valuable in the meantime. 

Mr. DAWSON: No; louk at the Govern:nent 
we have got. 

Mr. HIGGS: No, the land does not seem to 
be very valuable in the meantime-but why is 
that? \Ve have heard the hon. member for 
Toowoomba relate in this House the struggles 
the farmer has had to get land, and the obstacles 
placed in the way of settlement. Until late 
years every facility was given for the develop
ment of the pastoral industry only, and to a~sist 
rt the Government of the day has thought it 
necessary to block agricultural settlement. That 
is the reason we have not a numerous and 
wealthy class of farmers on the soil of Queens
land to-day. And bec.ause the party to which 
hon. gentlemen opposite belong has succeeded 
during a long course of years, since Queenshtnd 
got separation from New South \Vales, in holding 
the lands for t.he pastor<tl industry, should that 
now be advanced as a reason, that because the 
farmers are not there, we should hand the land 
over to inve.,tors to develop it by means of a 
railway? The hon. member for Cairns, very 
rightly I think, cal!erl for the correspondence 
regarding this Mount Garnet proposal; but the 
only correspondence I can find, bearing on the 
question, is this lettc>r from Mr. Handolph 
Bedford, addressed to the editor of the Wild 
Ri1·er Tirnc.s :-

Sir,-In a recent issno of the Tow11s ille Dail!! 
Bulletin there app0ared an interview with :J:Ir. C. 
\Vil('ox, on the f'nhject of Ohillagoe and. )lonnt Garnet. 
In that interYicw ~1r. 1Yilcox stated th;tt Garnet would 
bP. connected with the Chillagoe Raihvay by a branch 
Jjne from \Vade's, and that although agitation was afoot 
for a line from Jiareeba to Garnet , id Athertou, he 
believed the ·wade's branch line to be the •· more 
sensible and practicable." Thus. is crystallised the idle 
rumour of months past. 

I think there is little doubt in the mind of any ~en
sible person as to the routes. The proposnl of the 
Chillagoe-Bedforcl and l\iount Garnet, Limited, to build a 
line from l\1arecba to Mount Garnet rid Athertou, and 
with a short spur line into Herbcrton, has been before 
the Government for the last four months. It was 
remitted to the Commissioners for report, and the 
report of the Commissioners is favourable to my com
pany being granted the concession. ·ro a·•tieipate any 
vossible objection which may be adYanced in the hope 
of Government umlertaking the construction throngh 
A therton to Garnet. let me say that I the a'TJsolute 
k1Wlclerlge that lh'' Gorel'nment neitlte? build 
the line nor monP!J fot• the purpos& qf 
bwltnng it; nnd the people of these districts 
decide to rem~in neutral in the matter of our 
proposed conc~ssion, aml in the hope of seelU'ing con
struction by the State, they will ,be playing into the 
hand~ of the Chillagoe Company an cl the famous Go
_\waY·C 11H8-Back branch from rracle's. Once the line 
is eo.nstrnctcd from ·wade's to Garnet, the people of 
Atherton, Herbcrton. and the 'fableland may wait for 
a railway until half-past eternity, and not get it then. 
For once the objective point of l\Iounr, Garnet is de
stroYed bY the building of another line to it-no matter 
how~ ronn~dabout that line may be-the construction to 
the intermediate points l:'nch as Atherton antl Hcrber
ton will ha Ye lo~t most of its feasibilitY. 

And if the Go-Awuy-Come-Back rmlte is allowed, it 
means that forever and ever 1he shareholders of .\lount 
Garnet and the mining population (who deserve even 
more consideration than the investors, because they 
have to live and work on the field) will be penalised by 

an extra thirty-eight miles of freight on general sup
plils and an extra seventy-three miles freight on pro
<luce from Atherton. 'fhe :.VIareeba-Atherton-Evelyn
Garnet line is the natural line-the lino rid ·wade's is 
an iniquitous proposal-a perpetuation of the ridiculous 
centralisation sche111e which has cursed Australia even 
more than freetrade has cursed it-an attempt to haul 
the trade of the country out of its natural course in 
order to gratify the greedy diffuseness of a company 
which has already got all it can carry with a11y degree 
of decency. And its finance has not been of such a 
highly successful order that it can afford to double its 
liability in the attempt to secure-even at a loss to it~ 
self-the ;ight to all the traffic of a province. The 
Chillagoe Company is, I suppose, the biggest proposition 
on ea1th for diffuseness of aim and extent of the field 
of operation.;;, and when it tries to make its enormity 
even greater, and to make i"ts gargantua even more 
l;lalstaflian, it is riding to a fall. ·whichever way 
the proposal is taken, the proposal amounts to this
J.\fount Garnet will be kept waiting for its line until the 
Chillagoe line is completed and the Chillagoe furnaces 
running, or the Chillagoe Company will go out of its 
destined way to look after the interests of Garnet to the 
detriment of Chillagoe. 

From all positions this scheme of the Chillagoe Corn~ 
pany wants fighting, and fighting it shall have. This 
country is not to be run for the one company, and both 
as myself and as an impersonal shareholder in the Ohilla
goe Railway and M1nes, Limited, I object to this Chilla
goe Company or its nominees. or any offshoot of it, 
receiving any more concessions. I am told that the 
Ohillagoe Company believes that it can build a ten-mile 
spur from ·wade's in the direction of Mount Garnet. I 
say that the Chillagoe Company is breaking ihe law if it 
builds a foot of rail in any spur line outside of the area of 
its 2,000 acres of special leases. The right to build 
branch lines was granted the Chillagoe Company only 
tor the purpose of communicating with the company's 
own mines and bringing ore tberefrom to a central 
smelter; but the company has no right for construction 
except for the purpose of communicating with its own 
mines. 

on the question of routes-shortly this. From 
1-:Iareeba to Atherton the country is well known-from 
Atherton to the heads of the Barron our line will tap 
the scrub lands and timber areas and bring the 
Russell within twenty-five miles-it will open Herber
ton and bring '\Yatsonville within five miles of the 
metals-it will bring Garnet within 106 miles of the sea. 
By our route Atherton produce and Barron Valley 
timber will be carried only ttlirtymHet:iinto Garnet, and 
the whole line will open up a big mineral district, a 
big timber area, and a great stretch of dairying 
country on the Tableland, which 1 up to now, has never 
had a chance. 

By the Go-Away-Come-Back line, Garnet will be 134 
mile<.:: from the sea as against 106 by our route, and 
Atherton produce will be carried 104 miles into Garnet 
as agains~ 35 miles by our route. Also, the line vdi 
1Yade's is through dead country, with, probably, not a 
ton of intermediate freight. And if the Ollillagoe 
\Vade's branch line to Garnet were allowed, who would 
pay the price-who would foot the bill for the unneces
sary 38 miles of construction-who would be charged 
wit,h the freight for the extra mileage? The share
holders of the Garnet in increased cost of suppUes
the mining population of Garnet in increased cost of 
food and clothing. 

I ha Ye written to the divisional boards of Herberton, 
of \Yalsh and rl'inaroo. and of the Ban·on ; to the Her
berton Chamber of Commerce, the Atherton Railway 
League, and the Mount Garnet Progress Association, 
asl\ing for thei.r co-operation in this matter, und I trn~t 
that you also will help us to prevent the commission of 
this wrong by the cormorant company. 'l'he people of 
Herberton, Watsonville. Atherton, and the Tableland, 
have stood by tLeir districts gallantly, buoyant with 
the hope that the construction of a railway would one 
day give their region the initial force which is alone 
necef\sary to its success, and if they now stolidly pas~ 
over the latest threatening of suzerainty by the Chil
lagoe Company they are so much le8s thau the manly 
men and progressive citizens they have been hereto
fore.-Yours, etc. 

RANDOLPH BEDFORD. 
IIerberton, lOth June, 1899. 

How did Mr. Bedford become aware of 
this absolute knowledge that the 

[7·30 p.m.] Government would not build this 
line nor allow advances of money 

to build it ? Mr. Bedford is well known in the 
journalistic world, but there are very few people 
who had any idea that he was so much in the 
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confidence of the Government as to know, fifteen 
months ago, that the Government did not intend 
to build this line. I think the correspondence 
asked for by the hon. member for Cairns would 
show to what extent outsiders are in the confi
dence of the Government. I think it would 
appear advisable that thio railway should be 
submitted to a select committee, in order 
to get fuller information. Evidently, there 
is a considerable difference of opinion in the 
district as to the route of this line ; and on the 
authority of Mr. Bedford we have it that this 
Chillagoe Company is a cormorant company. I 
think a select committee would be able to obtain 
considerable information, and also would be 
able to decide as to the best route on the 
evidence they could procure. Different state
ments have been made by the hon. members for 
\Voothakata and Cairn,. The former says the 
people there want this line, and the latter mem
ber eays they do not. A select committee could 
decide that matter. See what Mr. Bedford says 
in reply to the hon. member for \Voothakata, 
who said that the land in this district was of 
very little value. 

Mr. NEWELL : I did not say that. 
Mr. HIGGS: I understood the hon. member 

to say that there was very little good land in the 
locality, except mineral land. I take it the hon. 
member does not wish to confine his observations 
to the land over which this railway is likely to 
run. If be does, then that is a mere quibble, 
and we on this side of the House challenge him 
if he says that the land through which this rail
way is likely to run is merely mineral land. 
Let the hon. member look at what Mr. Bedford 
says. The Cairns district, is a very rich district, 
and that rich district comprises a very large area; 
and I say that these lines which are proposed 
will, in time, be as important as the State-owned 
trunk lines. It is only necessary to look at the 
map which has been prep tred to see that. By 
and by, when we have federation and the 
Northern and Central divisions of the colony get 
separation-for which they have been so long 
asking-what will be the position of the people 
there? They will be under the influence of these 
syndicate companies. One of the clangers in 
handing over a large territory to such a company 
is shown in the case of Mount M organ, and what 
happened at Mount Morgan will happen in other 
places under similar condition.<, where any 
private company has controlling power. I 
would like to know how much show I would 
have to secure the Mount Morgan seat. But 
here is the fact : I have beeu able to win a seat 
in the municipal council for such a conservative 
constituency as the North \V arcl. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMHE: You might not 
do it again, though. 

Mr. HIGGS : It is true that I may not do it 
again. ~fy advocacy of certain reform measures 
in lhe municipal council may have brought 
about a combination which may succeed in 
defeating me. 

The SPEAKELt: Order! 
Mr. HIGGS : I recognise that. I may win a 

seat in a conservative ward like the North \Vard, 
and I may gCLin a seat in this House for a demo
cratic constituency like the Valley; but what 
chance would I have in a place like Mount 
IVIorgan? In theN orth \V arcl and in the V alley 
all classes are to be found, from the wealthy man 
to the poorest person in the community, and I 
have a chance there. There is not the same 
majority of working men voters in either of those 
localities that there is at Mount Morgan; but I 
would have no show at Mount l'.forgan, because 
I should not be in sympathy with the Mount 
Morgan syndicate, and because it is well known 
that the miners there have to consider their 
wives and little ones, and they have to consider 

the prospect of the mine being closed clown, and 
themselves thrown out of work, if the company's 
favoured candidate for Parliament is not re
turned. The hon. member for ~Iackay may say 
that is an exaggeration. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYl\IPLE: I say it is pure 
fiction, if you ask me. 

IVIr. HIGGS : I wonder the hon. gentleman 
did not say it was something frightfuL 

Hon. D. H. DALUYMPLE : It will do to stone
wall, I suppose. 

Mr. HlGGS: Now, do not make unkind 
remarks. \Ve are getting on famously, after the 
little breeze of this afternoon, when there were 
all sorts of challenges to mortal combat. We 
are now getting along quietly and decently, and 
I hope hon. members will refrain from unkind 
interjections. At the Gympie election in 1893, 
when a Labour repreaen tati ve wots returned for 
the first time, the companies there had such 
influence that a number of men were thrown out 
of employment. And in 1893, the hon. member 
for Charters Towers tells me, 800 men were 
thrown out of work on Charters Towers because 
the candidates favoured by the mining companies 
were not returned to Parliament. Becauee the 
men chose to exercise what was understood 
to be their God-given right of freedom of 
opinion, they were thrown out o£ work. 
Possibly their little children had not sufficient 
bread. They may have had to suffer the pangs 
of poverty. That is how the trust and the syndi
cate will work if they do not get their own way, 
and we can hardly wonder at working mE'n hesi
tating before exercising their votes as they would 
in a free constituency. That is a valid reason 
for objecting to granting any body of men a 
power such as it is proposed to confer under this 
and other Bills to construct railways which will 
be the arteries through which will flow the com
merce of the pa1 ticular districts in which they 
are. \Ve have not yet arrived at the stage when 
the company's representative iu thi., House is of 
the character of the company's representative in 
Awerica. I remember hearing hon. members 
laugh with scorn at the references made by 
republbans to the free institutiona of America
and, certainly, in some respects, they had r"ason 
t<) jeer at the developments which have been the 
_outcome of npuLlicanism in America-or not 
the outcome of republicanism so much as of the 
abandonment of a true policy of Government by 
and for the people. Now, the representative of 
the company in this House--

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. HIGGS: \Vhat I mean to say, Sir, is 

this-that the candidate or representative of a 
constituency in this House who has the support 
of the people generally, and also of the colony, 
is not of the same character as son'e of their 
representatives in the American Parliament. A 
very eminent writer-J\Ir. Henry George-now 
unfortunately dead-speaks thus of things in 
America-

rrhe people, of course, continue to vote; but the 
people are losing their power. 3-ioney and organil'a
tion tell more and more in electlons. Iu some caseR 
bribery has become chronic. . . . As for the great 
railway managers, they may well say, to use the phrase 
of the greatest of them, "The people be damned." 
\Vhen the railway managers want the power of the 
people they buy the people's masters. 

Hon. D. H. DALHYl\IPLE : A freetracler and 
an anti-socialist. 

Mr. HIGG8 : Henry George declared himself 
an anti-State-socialist, and he was a great b~liever 
in a single tax, and an absolute freetrader; but 
he was not a freetrader of the stamp of the hon. 
member for l'.Iackay. He was a man who believed 
in the unrestricted interchange and exchange of 
goods. He did not believe iu any revenue tariff. 
Absolute freedom of trarle was his policy, and, 
as a complement to that belief, he also considered 
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that we should derive all the revenue for govern
mental purposes from the land, and, with very 
great eloquence, he went far to show the justice 
of a land tax. 

The SPEAKER : Order! 
Mr. HIGGS : Henry George was not a 

believer in private railway syndicates. He did 
not believe in such a policy, but was for State
ownership. He recognised, as we are trying 
to prove to hon. members opposite, that a rail
road is what its name says, a road over which 
passengers may travel and goods may be carried. 
I expect-and there is no offence intended to 
hon. members by this remark-I exped that 
in days to come, in years to come, if these syn
dicates get their way, and the country becomes 
closely populated, they will have their representa
tives in this House. Ib will he impossible to 
keep them out, because they will have control 
over the working-class voters, who wi!l be afraid 
of dismissal, and will perforce vote for the 
compa.ny's representative, who will come into 
this House and do his level best to further legis
lation in the intere9t of companies and trusts 
generally, and against the interests of the general 
pnhlic. There is a certain small secticn of men 
in the community who have had a very hard 
struggle against adverse circumstances, and who 
have apparently succeeded owing to their own 
efforts, and they have got the idea that the 
majority of the community, who, being poorly 
educated, and through their monotonous toil not 
having the smart.ne,;s of themselves, are an 
inferior type of humanity, doomed to occupy a 
certain state, that state being that they 
shall live and have their being merely to 
administer tu the comfort of the ruling class. 
There is no donb\ that such people will come into 
the House filled with the notion that the persons 
who moil and toil in factories and mines must so 
mail and toil because it is their duty to do so
because it is the state in which God has been 
pleased to place them-and th<ey desen-e nothing 
better. And if there a.re any Factories Acts <'r 
Early Closing Acts in operation those people will 
do their best to have them repealed. I do not at 
all agree with those who think that there are 
cert.ain classes in the community who have to toil 
and mail for an existence, and who are cre:tted 
for that purpose. 

Hon. D. H. DAI.RYMPI,E : ·what has that to do 
with the Mount Garnet Railwav? 

Mr. HIGGS : It has evervthlng to do with it. 
The hon. gentleman has "the logical faculty 
largely developed, in fact so larg-ely developed 
that at any time be is willing to indulge in a 
logical contest, and he has no room for anything 
else. But it is very easy for a logician t.o get 
into a perfect maze, and sometimes the hon. 
gentleman gets into a maze. I have been trying 
to show that this proposal to depart from the 
State ownership and construction of railways will 
be fraught with evil results, and that one of those 
evil results will be that the representatives who 
will in fntnre come into this House with the seal 
of the companie' controlling the electorate will 
do their best to block or repeal reform legislation, 
which may have a very great deal to do with the 
happiness or otherwise of a very great number of 
prooncers in the colony. Hon. members oppo
site lmve talked !lbout the public nature of these 
proposals. Bnt the public will only be affected 
by them to the extent that they will have to pay 
50, or perhaps 100, per cent. more than they 
have to pay on State railways. The investors in 
the companies will he the only persons whom the 
railways will directly benefit. The railway 
before us this evening will interest beneficially 
only a very few people. There is other legisla
tion on the business-paper which we know would 
interest hundreds and thousands of people in 
the colony. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: And you are block
ing it. 

Mr. HIGGS : The moment we disagree with 
hon. members opposite we are told that we are 
blocking legislation. I shall expect those hon. 
members who make that charge to send up a 
formal protest to the Upper Chamber, where 
they are discussing the Health Bill, because the 
Hon. A. C. Gregory S"-YS that Bill goes too far. 
I shall expect hon. members to tell those gentle
men that they are wasting the time of the 
House. 

The SECI\ETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Nubodysays 
that about you. 

Mr. HIGGS : The hon. member for Mackay 
has just said that we are blocking legislation by 
discussing this Bill. 

The SECRETARY b'OR RAILWAYR: You are very 
entertaining. 

Mr. HIGGS : I am sorry I cannot say the 
same about the hon. gentleman. I listened to 
the hon. gentleman without interrupting him, 
and I would say that if my remarks do not 
please the hon. gentleman, the House is exten
sive and the world is wide, and there is no com
pulsion to wait in this Chamber. I .shall listen 
with very great respect to the hon. gentleman 
when he is carrying these B1lls through com
mittee, and I shall assist him all I can, and thus 
heap coah of fire on his head. However, in 
deference to the hon gentleman, I shall conclude 
my remarks. I am really oblig-ed to hon. mem
bers oppo"ite, especially to the hon. member for 
Mackay, for the patience with which they have 
listened to my rPmarks. On some future occa
sion, on some Thursday afternoon, when the 
hon. member for Mackay is trying to stonewall 
and block some little effort of ours to advance 
the interests of the people, I promiRe to be 
quiet and to refrain from interjecting. I hope 
that the hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Government will take notice of the discussion 
which has taken place here this afternoon. \V e 
have dealt with a very important matter in his 
absence. The hon. gentleman dismisoed the 
matter last evening with a wave of the hand, and 
got on to some argument about the railway 
generally, without touching the very important 
questiun of that fraudulent prospectus issued by 
certain promoters of the North Chillagoe Mines 
Company. It is due to the Governmant and the 
country that the hon. gentleman should use the 
forces at his command to find out the perpe
trators of that penal offence of publishing a mis
leading version of a report by the Ass is tan t 
Government Geologist. If the hon. gentleman 

does not do that, the country will 
[8 p.m.] be able to form its own opinion as 

to the reasons which prompted the 
hon. gentleman not to take action and prosecute 
the persons responsible for that outrage, I have 
only to thank hon. gentlemen for their kindness 
and patience in listening to my remarks. 
* HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE (1J!Iackay): I 
don't know whether the word "patience" is 
altogether applicable to the frame of mind which 
we have been in dming the time the hon. member 
has been giving us such a long and dreary 
harangue ; but one thing is certain, and that is 
that we have had to bear it. I trust that we bore 
it with suitable fortitude. I had at one time the 
impression that the members of the Labom party, 
generally, were gifted with very long tongues. 
'rhey were called in the past "jaw-smiths," and 
I thought that the vigour which earned them 
that appellation they had probably retained 
until the present day; bnt I am beginning to have 
very grave doubts now as t .. , whether that is so, 
otherwise the hon. member who has just spoken
who has indicated his abhorrence of monopoly
would have had no particular necessity to monopo
lise so much of the talk himself. If the intention 
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of the Labour party is to give us their opinions and 
prevent business coming on, he might have 
shared this notoriety with some of his friends on 
the other side. The hem. mecnher for l!'orti\ude 
Valley, who was at one time editor of a paper~ 
I trust th"'t then he supplied the public with 
articles much more to the point than his speech 
this afternoon~lms taken up four hours in 
ostensibly discussing- the suhject bef,re the 
H"use-namely, the ]\fount Garnet Tramway 
Bill; hut most of his time was taken up in 
reaiing a report which has appeared in both of 
the metropolitan d<tily papers, which is per· 
fectly known to most members of the House, 
and which, it seems to me, is ent'rely irrelevant. 
If the hon. member prove,, th:1t in some cases 
a fraudulent pro-pectus has been drawn up--even 
assuming that in this instance there has been 
something improper, and certainly it doe,s appear 
to be win thi' instance --it rloes not follow that all 
privatA enterprise is to bP done away with. The 
hon. member may remember, and so may the 
hon. member fnr Charters Towers, th>tt some 
time ago at Charters Towero there was a gentle
man -vho I believe was employRd as secreticry to 
a miners' a~sociAtion, or some public association, 
and levanted with the money; and fmm that I 
suppr"e the hon. me•nher for J!',H·titw1e Valley 
would c••nclude that there should be no more 
assocu.tion;;; and no n1nre secretaries; bnt I am 
not aware that proof of f><ilure in one direct;on 
or one instance, or proof of fallibility or crime 
in any aRsnciation or company, or of human 
beings is to s"'y th>tt it is necesswy in futurA 
to have no as.,ociations and no cnmpaniE>s and 
no hum>tn beings. Though the pr•lspectus is 
not a bit worse than a good many I regret to 
say I h"we seen, appuently it was intenrled 
to bew1ile and deceive the puhlic, and if ia 
the ordinary c •urse of law it is possible for 
the G"vernment to move in the mattAr, I have 
no d,•ubt that, the Attorney-General and the 
Department of Justice will take action. And 
some action I think onght to be taken. The hon. 
member's speech, exc ·pt he rlesirerl to sh<~w that 
because there is one fraudulent prospect.us any 
future entPrpriRe bv cornp~nieF; ntnRt be done 
away with-unless his desire was to prove that, 
then t.he whole of the hon. me m b r's speech 
was simply "prunes and prunella "~so much 
w~ste time, as a hon. member ne::tr rne ohserves. 
The hon. member hi,nself knows that from his 
point of view, as well as from mine, his remarks 
were absolutely irrelevant. 

Mr. MoDoNALD: The Speaker woulrl have 
pull Ad him up in that case. That is a reflection 
on the sf:~aker. 

Hox. ). H. DALRYMPLE: I will not c~st 
any reflection whatever on the Speaker. The 
Speaker h~s a very difficult position to maintain, 
and I have no donbt that he did not interfere 
becanee the hon. member's remarks might be 
technic,•lly relevant; at the same time they were 
practically irrelevant, and the hon. member 
knows it very well. 

Mr. HARDACRE : What has your speech to do 
with the railwav? 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: \Vehaveheard 
a grertt deal about syndicates. I don't know 
anything particularly objectionable to a com
pany as a company. The leader of the Labour 
party had the candour to arlmit that he, perhaps, 
was a member of a syndicate---which is really 
another name for a joint stock company ; and 
seeing that Charters Towers and Croydon are 
mainly developed by those 'Yndicates--

Mr. DAWSO>I: Not a railway syndicate. 
HoN, D. H. DALRYMPLE: Syndicates, at 

any rate. That appellaHon is used in this 
House as a name of reproach. The hon. m em her 
for J!'ortitude Valley talked about measures 
being devised in the interests of "syndicates, 

1900~3r 

thieves, and swindlers." That is the way in 
which he talked of them, and on that I presume 
he justified a great deal of his speech. One 
would think that a syndicate was an invention 
of the evil one to enHbve the hnman race, but 
the hon. member for Charters Towers candidly 
ad m its that Charters Towers is in the unsatis
factory c<>ndition at the pre~ent time nf owing 
the greater part of its large output of gold to the 
successful operation of these very synrlicates. 

Mr. DAWSON : He does not admit anything of 
the kind. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: They are not 
railway ~yndicators, says the hon. member, but, 
neverthel, ss, they are syndicators to the extent 
of being joint stock companies, and they are 
private-that is to say, the State does not work 
all the mines there~and a very fortunate thing 
probably for the State, and certainly for Charters 
Tower8, that it does not. 

Mr. DAWSON: It would have been a good 
thing for the State. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLJ!J: While the 
objection is taken that these mine< should not be 
allowed to be opened by a private c"mpany, 
because the private company would do harm, 
yet it is urged that the State should open them 
--that the Government sh· •nld take the chestnuts 
out of the tire for this abominable syndicate, 
which words are wanting to hon. members 
opposite to revile sufficiently. This abominable 
syndicate has taken up a large and a wealthy 
mine. I believe it will not be denied that it is a 
wealthy mine, and hon. g,•ntlemen oppo,;ite 
suggest that the Government should take all the 
risk of taking these chestnuts ont of the fire. 
Instead of letting the syndicate make the rail. 
way at its own risk, and stand the loss if the 
mine turns out a failure, the Labour party ask 
that the burden should d<wolve upon the tax
payers of the colony. If the syndicate's opera
tions are so improper, then the hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley, the learl.--r of the Labour 
par·y, and the hon. member for Charters Towers, 
should never dream of proposing that the Go
vernment, at the expense anrl risk of the tax
payers, should go <tnd make a railway to ec,able 
thc-.;e men who havp got hold of Mount Garnet 
to make a huge profit with a very small amount 
of ri-k. 

Mr. DAWSON: Do you think the line will pay? 
Roll. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I do not know 

in the least whether it will or not, but by the 
propn8rd from the other side the risk and loss, if 
any, will fall upon the taxpayers whom hon. 
members opposite pretend to represent, bnt 
wh"m they ore willing to drag through all sorts 
of danger. If the mine pays well the railway 
will pav, but if the mine does not pay, the rail
way will not pay. 

Mr. REm: And the Government will buy it. 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: And the loss 

will fall npon the specnlators. 
Mr. REID : No, the G"vernment will buy it. 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: The Govern

ment Hre not at all likely to buy a railway unless 
that railway is profitable. 

Mr. DAWSON: Unles" it is worn out, you mean. 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: The Govern

ment are not compelled to buy that railway. I 
wonder where hon. members will carry their 
powers of 01isrepresentation. I am not going off 
the track like hon. members who have been 
talking all round the compass. I rlesire to speak 
on the Mount Garnet Railway. Now, we have 
heard a g-ood deal a bout the 50 per cent. charge· 
able by this company more than is at pre,ent 
charged on the Government railways. It has 
been P"illted out already that it would not be an 
unreasonable thing if the fares at Chillagoe were 
placed higher than in the neigl bourhood of Ips
wich. Wages about Chillagoe, I hope, are higher: 
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than they are about Ipswich. But the com
parison is not as between the fares about Ipswich 
and about Chillagoe, but, so far as the people 
are concerned, if they are going to use a 
railway at all. It is between the fares they 
would be charged on this railway and the 
only alternative-a bullock dray or a pack
horse. If persons are willing to pay 50 per cent. 
above present Government railway rates, it 
will be because that would be about 5 per cent. 
only of the carriage they would otherwise have 
to pay. They will not use that rail way unless 
they can make<> profit out of the transaction. It 
is quite evident that by the construction of the 
railway the public must be the gainers. It has 
been said that the rf1ilway might have been con
structed under the Tramways Act, or simply as 
an addition to the mine. If I did not misunder
stand the leader of the Labour party, he would 
have no objection to the line if it were constructed 
in that manner. "What he objects to is that it 
should be a public roadway. 'Why, that seems 
to me to be the very reason why we should 
prefer the rail way to be constructed as proposed, 
in the interests of the public. It is quite correct, 
I believe, that under the Mining Act a railway 
to carry merely minerals could be constructed by 
the company without coming to the House at all, 
under an Act which bon. gentlemen opposite 
have approved of. 

Mr. DAWSON: They have not approved of it. 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: But there 

would be this diffPrence, that while hon. mem
bers opposite would be considering the syndi
cators we are considering the public. We want 
to know where the public would be in that case. 
We say it is very much better that in the 
interests of the public the syndicate should con
struct a railway that will be open to carry 
passengers and public freight. In this way the 
public are served, and a great advantage follows 
to the public. If this railway were constructed 
under the Mining Act I can imagine the leader 
of the Labour party saying, "Why did the 
Government permit this to go through? \Vhy, 
in some way or other, if there bad been o.ny 
chance to do it, did they not see that the railway 
would bA open to the public?" 'l'he1e might be 
other mines in the neighbourhoo<1, and if the 
bon. member for Croydon was interested in one 
of them, he might complain of the charges made 
by the company assuming that they could make 
charges if the line were constructed under the 
Mining Act, and I do not think they could. 
If be had a mine of his own in the vicinity, it 
would be shut up unless in virtue of such a Bill 
as this the company which owned the railway 
were compelled to carry for the public. If 
the wishes of some hon. members opposite were 
carried out, it would mean that monopolies 
would be established. The Government are 
endeavouring to prevent monopolies, as far as 
the public are concerned. It is quite evident 
that rail ways of this kind must be beneficial to 
the whole community as well as to the people 
more particularly concerned. We have the 
testimony of the hon. member for \Voothakata
who, I think, knows more about the districts con
cerned than any other member, and who is a gentle
man of good repute- that the operations of the 
Chillagoe Company have been beneficial and satis
factory from a district point of view. They have 
increased settlement, and have opened up many 
mines, and I think that this Mount Garnet line 
will be also very beneficial to that district. Hon. 
members on the other side say that the Govern
ment should build all these lines; but do they 
think the people are gain~; to be deluded and 
beguiled by such a statement? Do not hrm. 
members know that the Government cannot con
struct all these lines asked for, which are esti
ma.ted to cost £20,000,000? T4~re is a great 

demand for railways now, and bon. members 
must know that the State cannot build them, 
and many of them are asked for on a very 
reasonable basis, but any hope of their being 
bmlt by the ::ltate is perfectly illusory. 

Mr. DAWSON: Why? 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: If the hon. 

member cannot use his intellect to see wby, I 
cannot help that. He must know that the credit 
of the colony is limited. These railways cannot 
be made f.,r many years unless by private enter
prise, and the portions of the colony where they 
are required will remain in a stagnant and 
undeveloped conditon. A railway cannot be 
oLtained by the grace of God or as a gift of 
Nature. The arguments for State railways are 
various. One is that private railway companies 
do not keep up the rate of wages. Rivers do not 
keep up the price ~f wages ; but would bon. 
members say they would close up rivers on that 
account? Now, it does not follow that be
cause the Cl:illagoe Company, or the Mount 
Garnet Company, or any other company, 
have the right to charge rates 50 per cent. 
heavier than the Government rates that 
they will exerci:;e that right or privilege. We 
find that in the United States, where there are 
more railways than in any other part of the 
world, the rates are far cheaper than anywhere 
e!Re. Let me take one instance in Queensland. 
We have the Tramways Company in Brisbane, 
whose charges are a great deal less than the 
Government charges on the railways. As a 
matter of fact, this company will take you four 
miles for 3d. The Government, I think, charge 
about double th<tt amount for the same distance. 
If some hon. members cannot catch their train 
after 11, they have to remain here for the rest of 
the night. But the Tramways Company has an 
excellent service, and they only charge 3d. up 
till 12"30. 

::\1r. DAWSON: Have you gone home late at 
night in the trams? 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE : Yes, frequently; 
and you can get a tram in the morning every ten 
minutes from G '30. If you miss a tram you n:ay 
have to wait an hour. Now, we are not dealmg 
with railways generally, but with a certain pro
posed line-the Mount Garnet line. I have 

pointed out that it does not follow 
[8'30 p.m.] that a company will charge higher 

rates than the Government, or give 
less accommodation. It is quite possible that it 
will give even better accommodation in every 
way. 

Mr. DAWSON: If it is anything like the Bris
bane Tramways Company you will get more 
insolence from its servants. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I imagine that 
the hon. member will get insolence where I shall 
not. I am civil to the tramway employees. 

Mr, DAWSON: After 10 o'clock at night they 
will not wait for you. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE : They will stop 
at the proper places. 

Mr. DAWSON: They will not. 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I really do not 

know why the hon. member should bring up his 
private grievances in this Home in this way. 

Mr. DA WSON: I simply want to give a direct 
contradiction to your illustration. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE : The ban. mem

ber's experience is very d1fferent from mine. It 
is a fact that the tramways run very much more 
frequently and to a later hour than the trains, 
and that through fares are cheaper than those on 
the railways. 

Mr. REID : 'l'be Government cauld run them 
just as cheaply. 
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Mr. DAWSON: They could, aud give a better 
servic-3. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: There i" this 
point to be considered "lso-that thP Guvern ment 
may nm trains without charge a•, all to the pas
sengers, but they would do so at the expense of 
the rest of the community. I do not think that 
the statement that the Government charge lower 
rates on their railways than a private cnrnpany 
is a reason for voting for public railways at all, 
unless it can be shown that this is done out of the 
earnings of the rail ways. Bnt, if it be a fact 
that the c >lony loses £300,000 per annum on 
those railways, it is not the slightest ar;;umPnt 
in f:tvour of ::;,,ate railways so far as the general 
taxp >yer is concerned, because he is called npon 
to make up the Jeficit. The G<~vernment m•n rnn 
anything they like without charging for the ser
vice, because they have the power of putting their 
hands into the purses of toe general taxpayers, 
and they do it; >tnd, while their Rervice is 
apparently cheap to those people who require to 
make use of it, if it be at the expense of a large 
number of people who obtain no equivalent 
benefit, and who are saddled with the cost, I do 
not consider that it is a strong- argmnent in 
fav,,ur ,,f the State h"ving crmtrol of chat service. 
The hem. member for Fortitude y,,Jley poses as 
a prophet, and says that members on this sicte 
willli,,e to regret the attitude they have taken 
up on this question. I do not see it at all. It is 
all very well to make that prop'1ecy, but there 
is an old saying that "you had better not 
prophesy till you know." There is no particular 
guarantee of the accuracy of the hon. memher's 
forecast. Some prophecies may be reali<ed, but we 
remember the attitude which was taken up by 
prominent members of the Labour party with 
regard to the South African war, and the Roers, 
and the contingents, and do not attach much 
weight to their prophecies, because we find 
that, in order to adjust themselves to circum
stances which they did not foresee, they have got 
to turn their backs upon most of their prophecies 
at that time. I do not propose to talk the matter 
out, like the hon. member who preceded me. I 
have endeavoured to deal with the subject, and 
not to go into the question of public ethic~; but 
I would like to refer to a remark which was m>tde 
by one hon. member, and to which I made an 
interjection. An hon. member spoke of the effect 
companies would have npon the very frail 
virtue of hon. members on this side. I told 
the hon. member to speak for himself. I 
do not think there is >tny company which is 
likely to attempt to induce hon. members 
to do anything dishonest, and it is rather an 
awkw>trd thing for the Labour party t'l say, 
bee ,,use, at public banquets, at which they are 
occasion>tlly present, when the health of the 
Parliament is proposed, they gen•erally get up 
and make a eulogy upon the virtues of this 
Parliament, and say that it is quite equal to any 
Parliament in Australia, and so on. They say 
this with perfect complacency, but at other 
times, and in this very House, it is insinu>tted 
that hon. members would be corrupt if the 
sli~>:htest bribe was offered to them. It is possible 
that there may be corrupt persons in the world, 
just as in some countries in political affairs the 
spoils go to the victors, and they are not so 
pure politic>tlly as we are here. If it suits 
hon. members opposite they will say that 
public affnirs in this colony are conducted 
fairly and honestly generally speaking, and with
out corruption, and, although they may profess 
to believe, I do not believe that the fact of there 
being a certain number of gentlemen, Mr. 
Moffatt amongst them, who are shareholders in 
this company, is one which hon, members can 
look upon with the slightest fear of their being 
corrupted. I venture to say we are not likely to 

be approached by persons who are desirous of 
bribing U'<, and, in the second place, I venture 
to s tv-wha/ever any other hon. rnf~mher may 
say for himself in reg,trd to the matter-that it 
is quite foreign to the h.1bits aud modes of 
thought of hon. members, anrl of the people 
of the colony, to believe that there is likely 
to be any c >rruptiun practised because " 
cert>tin syndicate happens to dt·sire to make 
a rail way. \Vhy should they desire to cor
rupt anybody? Hrm. members opposite say 
that this p>trticular r dlw<ty ought to be built 
by the St>tte, Why, then, should there be any 
particu:ar d ~sire on the JHrt of any comp my t,o 
bribe mern~ers of this House? I believe that 
h m. members who entertain such views with 
regard to the honour of members of Parliament 
are betraying their own fraiity, and confessing 
their own weakness. For my p'1rt, I indign>tntly 
repudiate any such ide~, and such opinions are 
discinctly derogatory to hon. members who utter 
them, and they express their modes of thought in 
a manner which is not altogether favourable to 
themselves. 

Mr. D A \VSON ( Chctrters Towe1·s): The con
cluding remarks of the hon. gentleman who has 
just resumed his seat stmck me as being some· 
wh~t peculi>tr. He seems to be l>tbouring under 
the impression that hon. memhers on this side, 
while objecting to the Government proposals, 
have also accused hon. mf'rnbers on the other side 
wh" approve of these proposals of being the 
victims of corruption. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYli!PLE : Your own organs 
accw:;ed your own metnbers six rnonths ago. 

Mr. DA \VSON: If the hon. member thinks 
that is the ground of our objection he is entirely 
mi;t>tken. The objection chat members on this 
side take is, not that the members on the other 
side who >tre opposed to us have been bribed or 
are corrupt in any way, but merely that they 
are mistaken-that what they believe is a good 
policy to be pursued in the interest of the country 
is a wr~)ng one. 

Hon. D. H. DALHYMPLE: What I s~id was 
that one of the arguments against private rail
ways was that they might corrupt the Govern
ment and Parliament. 

Mr. DA WSON: I want it to be distinctly 
understood that the ground of our objection to 
this proposal is not that hon. members on the 
other side have been bribed, or that they are 
corrupt in any way, but rather that the policy is 
not a good one. I challenge the hon. gentleman 
to quote a statement made by anybody on this 
side of the House in which either the hon. gentle
man himself or any member of the House has 
been charged with corruption. I think we ought 
to debate these m>ttters on fair lines. 

Hon. D, H. DALRD!PLE: Then you should not 
make these charges. 

Mr. DAWSON: No member of this House has 
a right to set np an Aunt Sally of that descrip
tion, and knock it down himself. If the hon. 
gentleman had been charged with corruption, 
then he would have been right in his indig
nation, if it was uot simulated indignation, 
in repudiating that charge; but when there has 
not been the slightest suspicion of a charge of 
that description the hon. member is indulging 
in a very unfair line of criticism. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: The statement was 
made. 

Mr. DA WSON: I have already stated that I 
challenge the hon. gentleman to quote a state
ment made by any member on this side of the 
House in which such a charge has been made 
either against himself, or any member on that 
side, during the discussion on th(?se Bills. 
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HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I should like 
to make an explanation. The argument used by 
the hon. member for Cairns agamst private rail
ways was that the;;e syndicates were so powerful, 
and their influence in America had been so 
injurious, that in all probability our legislators 
would be corrupted. The hon. member for 
Cairns made that statement, and you will see it 
in Hansard. 

.Mr. DA WSON : I am very glad the hon. 
gentleman has made that explanation. Now we 
understand that the ground of the hon. gentle
man's charge is t.hat something may probably 
eventuate in the distant future, always provided 
that we follow on the lines of America. Then, 
in the dietant future, some hon. members who 
will be sitting in this Chamber when the present 
members are dead and gone may be corrupted. 
That is the flimsy pretext on which the hon. 
gentleman simulates his indignation. I refer to 
this matter first because I wish it to be dis
tinctly understood by hon. members on the 
othor side of the House, who differ from 
us on the policy of the Government in intro
ducing these Bills, that it is not on that 
ground that we object to them. We object 
to them on higher ground entirely-on the 
ground of public policy. The hon. member 
for Mackay-w horn we are all pleased to listen to 
at any time, because if be has anything to say 
he says it well, even if he is wron((-seems to me 
to have entirely missed the point in this instance. 
The objection that we have to this proposal, to 
put it as briefly as I possibly can, is that if the 
construction of the Mount Garnet Railway is a 
good thing, if, as the bon. gentleman and the 
Secretary fnr Railways claim, it will open up a 
mineral field and develop the mining industry of 
the colony to such an extent that it will be an 
all-round brnefit to the taxpayers of the colony, 
and will bring in a profit to the syndicate who 
undertake the construction of the rail way-or 
tramway, as the Government call it-then I say 
that is the very strongest argument we could 
urge why the State should undertake the con
struction and maintenance of that railway. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I never said the line 
would pay ; it is a pure speculation. 

Mr. DA WSON: At any rate, that is one 
statement I have to make. If the Government 
are satisfied that the line will pay, then it 
ought to be constructed by the State. On the 
other band, if they are satisfied that it will not 
pay, that the wealth of the mines will not ju.tify 
the constructinn of this railwav, and that these 
foolish people who join in the syndicate will lose 
their money, then that ;.s one of the strongest 
arguments that could be urged why the railway 
should not be constructed at all. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : That is their lookout. 

Mr. DA WSON: The hon. member for Car
pentaria interjects that that is their business. 
The hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill, the 
Secretary for Railways, made a remark to the 
same effect on a previous occasion, and said that 
if a private syndicate undertook the construction 
of thA railway and it did not pay, it was their 
own lookout, and no Minister of the Crown, and 
no Government, should interfere with them. I 
dis"ent absolutely from that proposition. I say 
it is the duty of the Government to protect the 
people of this colony. If these specuhtors who 
are going to construct this line are our fellow
colonists, they must look to the Government for 
protection; if they are speculators outside the 
colony, then for the honour of the colony the 
Government should see that they are fairly dealt 
with. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAY!;!; The syndicate 
must look out for themselves, 

Mr. DA WSON: That is all very fine. The 
hon. gentleman may be going home to-night, with 
his month's pay in his pocket, and a sneak-thief 
may come along and steal the money from his 
pocket. Would the hon. gentleman then say 
that it was hi" own lookout-that he shoulcl have 
been a little more careful in protecting his 
monthly screw? No ; he would report the 
matter to the nearest police station, the smartest 
detective in the service would go after the sneak
thief, and if he was caught and convicted he 
would be sent to St. Helena. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : Because he has 
broken the law. 

Mr. DA \VSON: I say that should be the law. 
But the hon. gentleman is trying to lay it down 
that because a man does this silly thing it is his 
own lookout, and that he should suffer the con
seqnences of his own folly. If the hon. merr,ber 
for Mackay goes home to-night, and does not 
lock his door, and a burglar rifles his pockets, the 
hon. gentleman is not allowed to suffer the con
sequences of his own folly. We have policemen, 
magistrates, judges, and gaols for the punishment 
of men who do things of that description. We 
protect the hon. gentleman against his own 
foolishness. I am just remincied that a few 
years ago we had a firm here called "Tatter
sal!," run by one George A dams; and I think 
that brought in about £30,000 a year revenue. 

The PREMIER : It did not. 
Mr. DA WSON : Very close to it. 
The PREMIER: It made more than that out of 

Queensland. 
Mr. DA WSON: The people who purchased 

tickets were not forced to d~ it, but the Govern
ment, to protect them from their own foolishness, 
passed the Suppression of Gambling Act, and 
George Adams is now in Ta8mania. I dissent 
absolutely from the proposition that because a 
man does a certain thing he has no redress. The 
hon. member for Mackay is very fruitful in his 
arguments and illustrations. Sometimes he is 
happy; sometimes unhappy-mostly the latter. 
To-night he was particularly unhappy. He 
quoted by way of illustration the Brisbane 
Tramways Company, and said what a great 
benefit the establishment of that company 
had been to the people of Brisbane; but 
if there is one company that shows the evil 
of the paramount ownership of a public road 
in (lueensland by a private company, it is this 
very Brisbane Tramways Company. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You stand 
alone in that opinion. 

Mr. DA WSON: I do not; and I venture to 
say that if a referendum of those who use the 
trams were taken it would be found that I am 
expressing their true opinion. As a matter of 
simple fact the Brisbane Tramways Company has 
the municipal council by the ears in North Bris
bane, and has also got possession of the Govern
ment. 

The PRE~IIER : No. 
Mr. DA WSON: There is not a single case 

where any complaint is made about the manage
m<mt of the comp<>ny that is listened to either 
from the municipal council or from the Govern
ment. \Vhat you get from the Brisbane Tram
ways Company is more insolence than service. 
Only last Saturday evening-and this is only one 
of numerous cases that ha,·e come under my 
observation-a man wanted to get out of a tram 
at a place where trams are advertiseci to stop, 
anrl the tram would not stop. The man did get 
out, and turned three or four somersaults in 
doing so. Then the tram stopped and the con
duct•·r got out, took the man's name and address, 
and told the man he "ould very likely be sum
moned, He stopped there then about a quarter 
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of an hour, though he could not stop a second to let 
the man get out. I have had a buster from a tram 
myself. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : Hence these tears ! 
Mr. DAWSON: So I happen to know all about 

it. I know that female relations of mine have 
desired to get out of trams at c 1rtain places, and 
the trams would not stop. They have endea
voured to get out, and have had busters. Since 
my last sudden acquaintance with mother earth, 
I have made it a rule to neither enter nor leave a 
tram until it absolutely stops, and the result is 
that about nine time• out of ten it either does not 
stop for me in getting in, or I am carried 
past my destination in getting out. Thai 
is the high-handed manner in which this 
man Badger, the manager of the Brisbane Tram
ways Company, carries on this private tramway 
company. My experience is not singular. You 
can find hundreds of people, particularly those 
living in South Brisbane, tr'"upportthe testimony 
I am giving now. So when the hon. member 
quotes the Brisbane Tramways Company as being 
such a convenience to the public, in the light of 
the evidence I have given he could not have made 
a more unfortunate quotation. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : And still they go 
on. 

Mr. DA WSON : The public are absolutely 
com pelied to use them. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : Why? 
Mr. DA WSON : If I can possibly help it, I 

never go into a tram. 
An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: There is the 

'bus. 
Mr. DA \VSON : You cannot a! ways get a 

'bus when you want it, but I never 
[9 p.m.] go into a tram if I can get a 'bus. 

Complaints h>tve been made to the 
municipal council about the conduct of the 
traffic by the tramway company, and what is 
the reply from the aldermen? That it is useless 
to take a case, becau'e Mr. Badger has got them 
tied hand and foot. That is the invariable 
reply. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: vVho by? 
Mr. DA WSON: By the council. 
Mr. GrvENS : He has the Traffic Board by the 

wool, too. 
Mr. DA WSON: An electric tram service is a 

thing to be appreciated, but to be best appreci
ated it should be in the hands of the municipal 
council or of the Government. Then I believe the 
public would receive civility and a decent service. 
At present they do not receive either. The only 
way of meeting that is to take it ont of the hands 
of the private syndicate and put it into the hands 
of the council. 

Mr. GIVENS : The council admit that they are 
incompetent to run it. 

Mr. DA WSUN: The hon. member for Mackay 
advanced very many arguments in a way in 
which only the hon. member for Mackay could 
advance them, in favour of the construction of 
this tramway by a private syndicate. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : Seeing that we can
not get it in any other way. 

Mr. DA WSON: That is an assertion that is 
not supported by any evidence. It is not even 
~upported by the Minister in charge ,,f the Bill. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYiiiPLE : It does not require 
support .. 

Mr. DA WSON : Poes the hon. member mean 
to say that it is impossible for this Government 
to borrow sufficient money to construct this line 
to Mount Garnet? 

Hon. D. H. DALRYJYIPLE : And construct at 
the same time a great many other more neces
sary lines. 

Mr. DA WSON: vVe are dealing now with one 
particular line. Does the hon. gentleman mean 
to assert that this Government is so poor in 

itself, and so poverty-stricken in reputation, that 
they cannot get enough money to construct this 
twenty-seven miles of tramway? 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: A syndicate's rail
way, at the expense of railways more badly 
wanted. 

Mr. DAWSON: Den ling with this £20,000,000 
we h~tve heard of, there is a point that attention 
should be drawn to very sharply. The reason 
why they intend to farm out this line, as well 
as others, is because rail way lines are neces
sary in order to develop the resources of the 
country, and the finances of the c•mntry will not 
permit of the State undertaking the construction 
and maintenance of those lines. This is the 
position taken up by hon. members opposite. In 
this connection they have opened their mouths 
very widely, and have said something about 
its being necessary to have something like 
£20,000,000 of money to construct the lines that 
are necessary. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: The demands that 
have been made. 

Mr. DAWSON: I have yet to learn, as a 
gentle and simple politician without experience, 
that Ministers in charge of the Trea•ury yield 
to all the demands that are made. I have a 
keen recollection of a demand that has been 
made on various Governments for many years, 
but it has not been acceded to. That is the 
demand for the Bowen line. I have a recollec
tion of a demand made by the hon. member for 
Flinders for the Cloncurry line, that has not 
been acceded to. 

The PRE}I!ER : I never heard it. 
Mr. DA WSON: l'he hon. member was in the 

House at the time the money was actually voted 
for its construction. 

The PREMIER: No, I was not. 
Mr. REID : The Chief Secretary was. 
Mr. DA WSON: I was not here then I know. 

But if the present members forT<>wnsvil!ewere not 
here, the Hon. Villiers Brown was. 

The PREMIER: No he was not. 
Mr. DAWSON: I think the members for 

Townsville then were Mr. Macrossan and Mr. 
Villiers Brown. However, the money was passed 
for that line. When the hon. member talks 
about demands having been made, I ask how 
long was the hon. member for Port Curtis 
demanding- that the gap should be filled up 
between Rosedale and Gladstone? 

The PREMIER: Only one year. 
Mr. DA WSON : How long have the hon. 

members for Rnckhamp·on North and for Rock
hampton been demanding that the gap should be 
filled np between Gladstone and Rnckhampton? 
How long h>tve Northern members been demand
ing the continuation of the railway from Cler
mont to the Burdekin Bridge or to Ravens wood? 
How long has the hon. member for Aubigny been 
talking about a railway from Goombungee to-to 
-to Wheelbarrow? (Laughter.) How long has 
the hon. member for Dalby been demanding the 
starting of a line from Yeulba to St. George? 
Ho"' long were the hon. member for Cambooya 
and the hon. member whom he succeeded 
demanding a line from Pittsworth to St. George? 
And, Mr. Speaker, if I may ask the question, 
how long have you, Sir, been demanding a line 
from W arwiek to St. George? And we are to 
believe that, simply because a demand has been 
made, the consciences of hon. gentlemen opposite 
are so sensitive and their natures are so generous 
that they must accede to every demand that is 
n,ade. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: Claims are made for 
many railways more important th>tn this. 

Mr. DA WSON: There is a great deal of 
difference between a claim being made and a 
claim heing acceded to, and that is the point I 
am endeavouring to make the hon. gentleman 
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understand. \Ve have been told that if the State 
is to coustruct railways they mu"t have 
£20,000,000 on account of the dt·mands that have 
been made. As a matter of fact, what it is pro
posed to do now by private enterprise does not 
amount to .£20,000,000. 

Hon D. H. DALRY1IPLE : I should think it 
didn't. 

Mr. DA WSON: Then what is the use of the 
hon. gentleman making use of this fabulous sum 
of .£20,000,000, unless it i' to hoodwink and 
throw dust in the 8) es of the public? In this 
connection, I venture to say that Queensland is 
such a wealthy colony and has snch vast 
resources-and the people of the colony have 
sufficient energy and intelligence to use and 
develop those resources-that if £20,000,000 
were required, we could borrow that sum mor>' 
rearlily than any private syndicate or syndicates 
could. 

The CHIEF SECRETAHY: \Vould you vote for 
a £20,000,000 lo"n? 

lVIr. DAWSON: No; not while the hon. 
gentleman is sitting on the Treasury bench. It 
appears to me a very foolish statement to make 
-that syndicates c<>n do certain things which 
are nece-sary to rlevel"P our resources that the 
Government cannot do. Surely the reputation 
of this colony i' sufficient to m<tke it a successful 
competitor against any private syndicate ! If 
not, the blame rests on the shoulrlers of those 
who are re~ponsible for the government of the 
colony. I wish to make passing reference to <>n 
ungenerous statement made by the hon. member 
for Mack<>y. As a rule he is not ungener<>us. 
He made a remark by way of argument that a 
certain 'ecretary had got a way v. ith funds, and 
I have no doubt he marle use of that argument 
in order to tt·y arrd wonnd myself. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: How could it wound 
you? I had no idea of wounding you. 

Mr. DA WSON: If that argument is carried 
further, all r can say is that if certain public 
treasurers run ,;way with public funds over which 
they have control, we ought to have no treasurers 
at all. 

Hon. D. H. DALRY1!PLE: That is your argu
ment. 

Mr. DA \VSON: We have had many painful 
experiences Wtth regard to secretaries and 
treasurers ; b•1t that experience has nut been 
half as painful anrl disgraceful aa the experience 
we had in c .. nn.ction with the Queensland 
National Bank. If bon. members on the other 
side are going to throw slurs across this 
Chamber, they will get as much as they give. 
It is claimed thnt great advantagre will result to 
the colony through the construction of these 
private syndicate rail"ays-more e'peciaJ:y with 
regard to the dev.,Jopment of our mineral 
resonrces. I hold the same opinion that I have 
expressed on more than one occasion and which 
I also expressed as a member of the Royal 
Commission on mining-that the construction 
of these lines by private syndicate companies is 
not necessary in orrler to develop our mineral 
rescmrces. Mining members-especially in the 
North, including the hon. member for Wootha
kata-have all contenrled that a more wise and 
liberal administration of our mining laws, and a 
better prutectinn tot hose who de., ire to invest in 
mining, would do more to develop our mineral 
resources than anvthing else. I repr.-sPnt the pre
rniergoldfi Id of the colony, and as such I repudiate 
entirely that private syndica,te railways are 
nec,,ssary to develop our n1ineral resources', as has 
been stated by some members who are backing up 
this Bill. If bett erprotectio11 was gr ven to investors 
by thP Govf-'rnment, tha~, would do rnore to induce 
capi alto come here "nd develop our mines than 
all these private rail way concessions. I think 
the hon, member for Cook drew UlJ a paragraph in 

the report of that Royal Commission, and pointing 
out that in order to get outside investors to have 
full confidence in the mineral resources of the 
colony they would have to be given to under
stand that they would be protected by the 
Governrnent. 

The PREMIER: Are they not given that pro
tection now? 

Mr. DA WSON: I do not think so. No 
speculator with a wild-cat scheme is ever pulled 
up by the Government. If any proof of that is 
necessary it will be found in the document 
alluded to by the leader of the Opposition last 
night, and commented on by the hon. member, 
Mr. Higgs, this eveuing. 

The PnEMIER: The Government exposed that. 
l\1r. DA \VSUN: No. It is not fully exposed 

yet. I "m perfectly satisfied what will happen 
about this very Bill. What happened in con
nection with the Chillagoe Railway Compar,y? 
A number of shrewd speculators got a Bill passed 
through this House, and they put tbeir con
ce~sion on the London market, and scooped 
£100,000 out of it. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: Most of them have their 
shares now. 

Mr. DA WSON: And when this Bill is 
passed, the people for whom this Bill is being 
passed will do exactly the same thing-they will 
put their concession on the London market, and 
sco''P in the dollars, and the banco fide in vest or 
has got to take the rio;k. 

The SEcmcTARY FOH RAILWAYS: \Vhat differ
ence doPs it m"ke who constructs the railway? 

Mr. DA WSUN: It makes a great deal of 
difftrence. At the outset of my remarks, I 
endeavoured to impress upon the hon. gentleman 
that there was a great difference between the _ 
speculator and the investor. The man we want 
to encourage to develop our minera-l resources is 
the investor, and not the speculator; and every 
action we take which will induce the speculator 
to come in and invest is injurious to the people 
of this colony. \Ve should endea1·onr to deal 
with the investor direct, without the interfer
ence of the speculator, who does us more harm 
than good. I desire ro reply to some remarks 
that were made by the Premier, if I am not out 
of order in doing so. They were not made exactly 
on this Bill, but, as they were repeated by the 
Secretary for Railways during this debate, I can 
reply to both hon. gentlemen at the same 
time. It is this: They express their surprise 
at the m• m hers for Charters Towers opposing 
the const,uction of a trarnline, because there is 
a trarnline at Charters Towers. They refer to 
the tramway belonging to the Milb' United. I 
wish to point out that that is a misuse of terms. 
The tramway at Charters T,JwPrs is a tramway 
which was brought into this House by a private 
member, and the Bill was passed as a private 
Bill. It emnowered Mills' United to construct 
this tram line to their mine, joining the Northern 
Rail" ay, for the i'urpnse of taki11g their quanz 
e,nd other material necesBnry for the working of 
the mine along their own private line and over 
the Government line. Of course the company 
has to pay as soon as Heir m»terial touche' the 
Government railway. But in no caee were they 
permitted to cater for the public. It is abso
lutely a private line-that is, a line for the con· 
venier.ce of that particular company. In the 
strictest sense it is a private line. It is not 
allowed to carry goods or passengers for any
body tn Charters Tow et'. 

R<m. D, H. DALRYMPLE: It is a monopoly. 
Mr. DA WSON : It is not a monopo'y. It is 

a private line for the convenience and the 
bmrefit d the cnmpany to whom it belongs. 

Hun, D. H. DALHYMPLE: Yes, aS.) ndicate. 
Mr. DA WSON: 1 b lieve Lhe hon. member is 

a sha>ehulder in that syndicate. 



Mount Garnet, Etc., [19 SEPTEMB"ElR.] Tramway Bill, 887 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I do not think so. 
It does not pay any dividends. 

Mr. DA WSON: They have not for some 
time; and perhaps that is why the hon. gentle
man got out of it. 

The PREMillR : Do not they carry quartz for 
some other companies? 

Mr. DAWSON: No. 
The PREMIER : Are you sure? 
Mr. DA WSON: Absolutely certain. 
The PREMIER: What about the Mills' United 

quartz? 
Mr. DAWSON: The Mills' United own the 

line. 
The PREMIER: The Day Dawn Block own the 

line. 
Mr. DA WSON: No, they do not. There is 

a branch from it to the Day 'Dawn Block. 
The Hon. D. H. llA LRYMPLE : This is a fright

ful syndicate. 
The PREMIER: The two mines use the line. 
Mr. DAvVSON: Having lived there for so 

many years, I ought to know something about 
it. 

The PREMIER : How many branches are there 
to the mill at the Burdekin? Both corn panies 
use that m\11. 

Mr. DA WSON: I beg the hon. gentleman's 
pardon, The mill at the Burdekin belongs to 
one company. 

The PRE1IIER : Yes ; to the Day Dawn Block, 
Mr. DA WSON: It belongs to the Mills' 

United; at least I understood the company nur-
~-d~ -

Mr. LESINA : It does not affect the argument, 
any way . 
. Mr. DA \VSON: Both companieR use the por

tiOn of the tramline where it joins on to the 
Northern Rail way. Then one braneh runs off to 
the Day Dawn Block ~nd \Vyndham, and the 
other runs off to M1lh United. I believe the 
Day Dawn B!0ck and \Vvndham were the first 
to c~nstruct the line, and they purchased half 
the !me that they use; but in no case is eiGher 
company allowed by the terms of the Act to 
ca;rry goods or passeng:ers, or in any way to deal 
with the general pubhc. They are strictly con
fined to the business of their own companies. 
They are not public carriers at all. Now in this 
Bill, by some strange freak, or what mi'ght he 
~ermed a transient gleam of Scotch humour, it 
IS called a tramline-a private line, which 
empowers the owners to eater for the public in 
all things the same as the Commissioner for Rail
ways can cater on a public line. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: For the con
venience of the public. 

Mr. DA WSON: And it is called a private 
line. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: So it. is. You have 
heard of the private ownership of public-houses, 
haven't you? 

Mr. DA WSON: I have not heard a private 
house called a public-house, and I have not heard 
a public-house called a private house. There is 
quite a difference between the terms "public" 
and "private." A private line is a line that is 
constructed purely for their own private purr•oses 
and not for public purposes at all; but when 
they cater for the public it is a public line. Does 
the Secretary for Railways mean to say that all 
public lines are private lines and that he runs 
them for his special benefit? 'I hardly think the 
hon. gentleman would have the audacity to say 
that, or even to think it. This public-private 
line is to be allowed to charge 50 per cent. more 
than the State rail ways. Criticism on that will 
come better in committee, and if hon. members 
agree with me in committee, ti1e owners of this 
line will only be allowed to charge what the 
Commissoner for Railways thinks is a fair 

thing to charge and nothing beyond that. 
I have nothing more to say now, except to con

firm the fears of the hon. member 
[9'30 p.m.] for Fortitude Valley, Mr. Higgs, 

when he stated that it is a very 
dangerous thing to give large concessions to 
syndicates, because if you do not do as they wish 
you to do, if you do not obey their call at the 
moment they make that call, they will attempt 
to crush you. I believe the hon. member used 
the term "boycott," and I go all the way with 
him there. I believe that one of the greatest 
dang-ers we have to face in giving any concession 
to a private syndicate is that the man who is in 
their power will be absolutely crushed unless he 
is weak enough to do their bidding. 

The PREMIER: Is that the case at Charters 
Towers? 

Mr. DA WSON: I am very glad the hon. 
gentleman has made that interjection. It w•s the 
case at Charters Towers, but we are in the fortu
nate position that there is not one syndicate 
there, but a hundred syndicates. But notwith
standing that fact, when my colleague, Mr. 
Dunsforcl, and myself were returned as represen
tatives of the Labour party in 1893, it so dis
tressed the mining syndicates that they sacked 
something like 800 men from the mines on 
Charters Towers. 

The PREMIEI\ : That is news to me. 
Mr. DA WSON: The hon. gentleman need 

not say that it is news to him, because this is not 
the first time I have made that statement in this 
Home. 

Mr. GIVENS : His absolutely true. 
Mr. DA \VSON: Yes, and the hon. member 

was one of the victims. As a matter of fact, the 
hon. member for Cairns cJmplained that he had 
to leave Charters Towera, and he went to 
Cairns. I may also tell the Premier another 
thing, if he doubts my word on the matter. I 
have been about twenty-five years on Charters 
Towers. I went there as a small boy, and was 
the second boy on the field. I believe I always 
bore a fairly good character, but in a weak 
moment I dared to notify my intention of 
standing as a candidate for a divisional board, 
and I had the misfortune to setbsequently 
succeed and get in, with the result that the firm 
for whom I had worked for somewhere about 
ten years did not require my services any longer, 
and I was so closely boycotted that for over 
two years I could not get a job on Charters 
Towers. Many a time while I was boycotted
and I am not likely to forget those whe 
boycotted me-I have gone home without a 
shilling in my pocket, knowing that I had a wife 
and children in the house without a bite to eat. 
I therefore speak very fe<lingly on this subject; 
I know what it means, for I have been through 
the mill. I may also take this opportunity of 
saying that, notwithstanding the fact that I had 
-I will not call it a profession, but a good means 
of livelihood in my hands, I was obliged to pick 
a mullock-heap for a living, which I was not 
ashamed to do. I would do the same thing again 
if I was placed in similar circumstances. I say, 
if the vindictiveness of those who were opposed 
to me could press me to such extremes in a place 
like Charters Towers, where there are a large 
number of syndicates, what power-what crnsh
ing force-might there not be brought to bear 
where there is only one syndicate in a d;strict? 

Mr .• J. HAMILTON (Cook): The hon. mem
ber who has just spoken has stated that he 
objects to tramways unlecs they are State tram
ways, and yet he says he is in favour of certain 
private tram ways. He instanced two tramways 
at Charters Towers, which are owned by 
absentees--

Mr. DAWSON: No, they are not. 
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Mr. J. HAMILTON: And which are monopo
listic, and which the public are uot allowed to 
use for traffic. The hon. member expre;sed him
self in favour of those tramways, but when we 
propose to build a tramway from the u·'e of 
which the public will not be excluded, he objects 
to the proposal. He stated that what be objected 
to was the middleman, but that he is glad to work 
for the investor. In this particuhr Bill it is the 
investor we are dealing with. We are dealing 
directly with the owners of the Mount Garnet 
Mine, and not with any middleman. The hon. 
member also appears to object to the building of 
these tramways by ,.yndicates because he fell out 
of a tramcar owned by a private company, and 
because trams would not stop where he wished. 

Mr. DAWSON: I did not say anything of the 
sort. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: I never stop a tram to 
get on or off, and if be will take le;;sons from me 
I am ~ure that, under my tuition, he will learn 
to do rt successfully. 

Mr. DA WSON : vVill you lend me your boots? 
Mr. J. HAMILTON: The hon. member did 

not fall on his boots, hut on bio head, conse
quently he did not hurt him,elf. It wonld be 
very soothing to Rome hon. n.embers if we had 
State tramways, and if the employees had to 
touch their bats to those hon. members. But I 
like to see independence among tram men so 
long as they are not insotent. 1 have travelled 
for several years on the trams and have never 
found any insolence except on ~ne occaoion, and 
then I discovered that I was in the wrong. No 
doubt a State tramway on which hon. members 
could travel by showing their pass would meet 
with a great deal of support in this House. 
But to come to this Bill, I wcmld point out it is 
simply a proposal to authorise the Mount 
Garnet Company to construct a tramway twenty
eight miles in length from their claim La junction 
With .the C~illagoe J:tailway, for the pur!JO•e nf 
carrying tberr ore. The company did not ask for 
any concesoion; they simply wanted to be allowed 
!o cons!rnct a ra~lway for the purpose of develop
~?g the1; own m me. But the Government said, 

We w1llnot agree to that, unless you allow the 
public to benefit by the line. On the other hand 
we will allow you to charge 50 per cent. more for 
fares and freight than are charg-ed on Govern
ment railways." T11e Govemment did that 
because they recollected tbat they themselves 
used to charge 50 per cent. more in the North 
than t~ey did in the South, and had only reduced 
the freights now because they had assimilated the 
rates in the North with those in the South. At 
the same time they recognised that they had to 
pay more for coal and labour in the North than 
they ~id in the Suuth, and they knew very well 
that rt would not pay the corn pany to build 
a line to carry goods in N urth QueenR!and 
at "'the same rates as were now clJarged by 
the Government. The company have not asked 
for any mineral concession. But before referring 
to that, I shall deal with the statement 
made by the leader of the Labour Opposition 
that he had got the 50 per cent. rerlnction which 
has been made in the rates on the Northern 
railways. The hnn. member is totally "rorw. 
Some years ago, in 1883, the rates were 50 p~r 
cent. more on the N orrnanton Cook town and 
Cairns lines t ha,n in the South' and the !at~ Mr. 
By:nes, Mr. Phillips, myself,' and Mr. Browne 
ass"ted to get the rates reduced. Mr. Phillips 
did more than anyone else in the matter, and it 
is absurd to say that any one member got them 
reduced. Last night, when the Premier ex
plained that <•Ur rates for carrying ore for twenty
eight miles were 2s. Hd., and according to the 
rates of the private rarlway 4s. l~d. the leader 
of the Opposition said that was thre~ times the 
amount charged in New South "\V ales. That is 

not the case. It is even less than in New South 
Wales. New South Wales charges for twenty
eight miles 2s. lld. Now, what are the reasons 
given by hon. members oppt•site for objecting to 
this railway? The leader of the Labour Oppo
sition alleged that if concessions are given they 
will be sold on the London market. I have only 
heard of one company having got a concession, 
and th"t was the Chilla['(oe Cowpany, and that 
was not sold. The company was floated before 
they went to London, and they borrowed money 
in London on the sec11rity of their shares. 

Mr. LESINA : Were they not based on the value 
of the concession? 

Mr. J. HAMILTON :Partly, but the original 
shareholders are, generally, retaining their 
shares. ln this instance there i;; no concession 
whatever. It is simf'lY a freehold claim, and 
t!Jey wish to work thBir own claim, and the tram
way is a portion of the machinery necessary to work 
it. They don't want to float it. They have 
30,000 reserved shares, which are worth £3 each 
on the market, and that is sufficient to build the 
railway. 

Mr. HARDAORE : You know they cannot work 
silver on freehold claims. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: Since the hon. mem
ber was shown by a hard-up the bottom of a 
melted porter bottle and informed it was a valu
able mineral, and spent two weeks in prospecting 
for more, he has considered himself a mining 
expert. The leader of the Opposttion says that 
if the Government desire to buy the line at the 
end of fifty years they will have to give a big 
price for worn-out carriages. l am surprised at 
the hon. member making such"' statement when, 
if be looked at clause 20, he would have seen that 
we would only have to ]'ay 10 per cent. in excess 
of the value of the property at that time of pur
chase, and the property would be valued by a 
tribunal to which nobody could object. Another 
objectinn he urged was that the mine might be 
worked out at the end of fifty y, ars. To think 
that a mining member could object to a mining 
company being allowed to construct a tramway 
on the ground that it would a~sist them to work 
their claim out too soon ! According to that, he 
would prefer that a mme should be worked by 
one man for 1,000 years than that it should 
be worked by 1,000 men one year. My idea is to 
put as mai>Y men to work on the mine as soon as 
you can, and it you take out the stuff in two years 
instead of four, it is desirable in the interests of 
the colony and of labour to do so. Another 
objection the leader of the Labour Opposition 
made v. as that at the end of fifty years the mine 
might be left in such a state as to require great 
ex~1enditure to reopen it. The mine is freehold, 
and at the end of fifty years nobody can enter on 
it. The hon. member must be at a great loss for 
argumer,ts when he utters such absurd reasons as 
those against the construction of this railway. 
With regard to this report about which so much 
has been said, I may say that I asked Mr. Hands, 
the Government Geologist, about it, and l,e told 
me that directly he "aw those interpolations he 
informed the Premier, and action was at once 
taken in the matter. That mnst have been 
before the lee.der of the Labour party knew any
thing about it, because the (i-ovemment Geologist 
was the only man who had the original, and 
therefore could he the only man who could 
expose the discrepancies. 

.Mr. REm: His reputatinn was at stake. 
Mr. J. HAMILTON : He touk exception at 

once. I have heard him express himself strongly 
against giving private re1wrts unless they are to 
be publi,hed by the Mims Department; and I am 
glad to see tit at it is the iutention of the Premier 
that in future all private reports paid for by any 
indiYidual are to be also published by the Mines 
Department. Most of the speech of the leader 
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of the Labour party was taken up with this re
port, but the North Chillagoe has nothing what
ever to do with the Mount Garnet claim. 
Acc•Jrding to the logic of the leader of the 
Labour party, if a miner after getting his lease 
tells any li~s abont it, no miner in fntnre should 
get a lease again. On the same principle, if one 
man sins evmy man ought to be damned; and 
the only chance of salvation will be the sacrifice 
of some pure being. And who could be more 
suitable-who more spotless and unassailable 
than the spotless member who has neve.r put his 
name to a mining prospectus? I am sure we 
could stand the sacnfice. 

Mr. FISHER: vVho are the " we"? 
Mr. J. HAMIL'fON : If one Labour member 

made a foolish remark, according to the same 
principle no other Labour member should ever 
be allowed to speak again; and if so, the hon. 
member would be the cause of perpetual silence 
on his side. \V e are also told that the taxpayers 
will be defrauded of their just rights by the 
Government allowing private individuals to make 
this railway instead ,,f making it themse.lves. 
If the Government had proposed to make the 
Chillagne Railway from loan the Labour party 
would have howled at them for spending the 
money of the State in bnilding a ruilway to 
benefit a syndicate. Mr. Moffatt had spent eight 
or ten years at Chillac:oe, and had lost £40,000. 
No one else was working there, yet the proposal 
by his partners to make a railway was strollgly 
objected to. The Labour party contended that 
it would not pay, that it was giving "way the 
wealth of the colony, that there was no copper 
there, that the copper market would be glutted; 
they objected in fact to everything that would 
encourage settlement and benefit th'tl people. 
Now, the ]e,.,der of the party blames the Govern
ment for not having made the railway. He 
informs us now that he hae no objection to the 
syndicate m akin>: this line to carry their own goods, 
so long as they h"'ve nr.t the right to carry goods 
for the public. I do not see why the public should 
be shut out. He infor111ed us that the public 
would have to p<y 50 per cent. more than upon 
a Government line. That is so, but seeing that 
no Government line would be made there, and 
that neither side of the House would consent to 
a speculative line of the sort being made by the 
State, is it not better to allow the outside public 
to get their goods carried on this private line all 
50 per cent. more than on a Government line, 
than to make them pay 500 per cent. more, as 
they would have to do if they have to pack all 
their stuff down to the port. That would simply 
prevent them working their mines altogether. 
But what is the policy of the Labour party? It 
is a policy which would ben•·fit the S) ndicators, 
because the leader of the party advocates that 
the syndicate should only be allowed to build 
a line to carry their own ore, and would not allow 
the public to have any ore carried on the line. 
'fhat would be just into the hands of the syndicate. 
There might be other mines there owned by poor 
men, and ic would he under these terms utterly 
impossible for them to get their product to 
market. They might get it to market at a 
reascmable cost on this railway, but hon. 
members opposite would prevent that. The only 
alternative would be to send the stuff to port by 
packhorses, and the expense. of that would kill 
any mine. The hon. member would simply play 
into the hands of the syndicate, and the result 
would be that they would eventually monopolise 
all the mines there, because they could work 
them at far less cost than anyone else could work 
them on account of the low rate of carriage. 

Mr. DAWSON: Don't you think the Railway 
Department could run a line as cheaply as a 
private syndicate? 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: They could, but at the 
present momenc railways that. woulct cost about 
£20 000 000 are asked for by various members of 
the Ho~se-railways which, I think, it would be 
desirable to make if we could get the money, 
because they would serve large centres of popu
lation. That being the case, 1t would be absurd 
to suppose that hon. membe:s would conse?t to 
the State making these ra1lways fr:r pr1!'ate 
syndicates until the wants of thmr _ vanous 
electorates are satisfied. It would, bes1des, be 
impossible to borrow the £20,000,000 required in 
one, in six, or in ten years, and yet that wou~d 
have to be borrowed first to construct other ra1l· 
ways before money could be .borrowed to ma~<;e 
these rail ways to develop pr1vate m me~. It 1s 
admitted that only £11 000 was subscribed out 
of the whole of our la~t loan by r,rivate indi
viduals That shows what the result would be 
now if' we only wanted to borrow £ii,OOO,OOO. 
Moreover, it is problematical, even if we had 
the money, whether it woulr;I be ~es1rable to 
spend it on these speculat1 ve rail ways, for 
they are all speculative. The hon. gentleman 
said "If the railway will pay, let the Govern
men't muke it, and if it is risky we should not 
let private individuals make it." Is no_t .all 
mining a risk? According to that theory mmmg 
should be prohibited. Tll~n it might pay for 
a mining syndicate to bmld a railway .whe_re 
it would not pay the Government to. bmld 1~, 
because the syndicate would be gettmg their 
profits out of the mine worked _by IJ?eans of 
the railway. We have in~tances .m this colo_ny 
showing how dangerous it IS to bmld speculative 
mining railways to develop mining fields. There 
is the Mount Perry Railway, whic~1 co~t £393,000. 
J<'or years after it was opened 1~ <;lid not pay 
working expenses, and even now It IS onl:y puy
ing 10s. above working expenses, and as It cost 
us 4 per cent. to borrow that money we are 
losing the difference between that and ~ per 
cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : And 
that is not on the mining portion of it. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: And, as the hon. gentle
man says, that is not on the ".lining po:ti_on_ of it, 
and we would be getting nothmg from 1t If _It was 
not for the agricultural portion. There IS also 
the Clermont R>tilway, which cost £194,090, and 
we are not receiving fron: it, over workmg ex
penses half the interest we have to pay on the 
money borrowed to build it. 

JVIr. KIDS'l'Ol'i : If the Government take it 
another twelve miles it will pay. . 

An HoNOURABLE MEiHBER : The copper mmes 
at Glermont were closed before that railway was 
built. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: I am stating facts. 
These railways were built because it was 
expected they wonld pay, on accoun~ of the 
importance of the mining interests m those 
districts at the time. That was the ground on 
which those lines were built ; but. the mines 
proved unremunerative, and are still, although 
copper has gone up_ In what position would the 
Chillagoe district now be in if the Labour party 
policy had triumphed two or three years ago? 
That particular locality was then ~ead. M~. 
Moffatt was the only man with suffiCient pubhc 
spirit to spend money there. He spent £80,000, 
and got only <tbout £40,000 of ~t back. _He was 
thinking of leaving it at the time, and If some
thing had not been done the place would have 
been deserted. The Government, wit~ a 
desire to develop the colony, entertamed 
the project proposed, and what then were t~e 
objections of the Labour party? They said 
there was no copper there, that there was so 
mnch copper there that the market would be 
glutted, that it was only that the compan_y 
might sell their concessions in London, that IV 
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was a monopolistic scheme ; none of which state
ments were true. I recollect the member for 
Rockhampton, Mr. Kidston, stating that no 
railway would ever be made there under the Bill, 
but it is not the only time he has proved a false 
prophet. The result of that measure has been 
that over £400,000 has been spent there on 
labour, and on material produced by labour. 

Mr. GIVENS : That is not true. 
Mr. J. HAMILTON: I will give £!} to the 

hospital if I cannot prove that statement to be 
true, provided the hon. ventleman will do so if I 
prove it true. They say that capital is not 

wanted; but I think the people of 
[10 p.m.] the colony are opening their eyes to 

the present state of affairs. The 
pastoral industry is nearly ruined; numbers of 
men are ont of employment; and these com
panies are willing to spend millions of pounds 
in the employment of labour. They say that 
American syndicators possessed too much influ
ence. The working men in America voted for 
their employers because they gave them good 
wages, and treated them well. If they didn't 
they could vote against them with safety under 
the ballot. The result will be the same here, 
and that is what the Labour party fear. 
They don't want the people to be happy and 
contented. Many charges were made against 
the Chillagoe Company, but not subst>tn
tiated. We were told that one of the 
metropolitan papers was offered a bribe, and 
numerous charges of bribery filled the air, but no 
one was man enough to make a definite accusa
tion. The hem. member, Mr. Kidston, lately 
said he had letters which would expose some 
hon. members of the House. The leader of the 
O!Jposition practically saicl the same thing. If 
these charges are tnw, they should be sheeted 
home to the guilty parties. No honourable man 
would make such charges unless he was prepared 
to prove them. If these hem. members conld 
substantiate one of their charges they would be 
able to wipe all these measures from the business· 
paper, because the Premier said that if it was 
proved that any member had been approached in 
that way, he would throw all these Bills up. 

Mr. KmsTON : He did not say that. 
Mr. J. HAMILTON: Yes, he did. 
Mr. LES!NA (C/er1rwnt): The hon. member 

who has just sat down invites us to a bet. He 
says that as a rRsnlt of the concessions to the 
Cbillagoe Company £400,000 has been spent in 
that district. 

Mr. J. HAofiLTON : I said on labour and 
material. 

Mr. LESINA: 'We don't desire to bet on 
these matters. We are not a betting crowd on 
this side of the House. There was a certain 
gentleman who frequented \Vhite's Club in St. 
,J ames street, London, and while be was watching 
a game of cards he was invited to 1ake part in 
a game of hazards. He "aid he had ten reasons 
for not doing so. The first was, he said, that he 
had no money; and that was conoidered quite a 
sufficient reason. So we have ten reasons for 
not supporting these private syndicate railways. 
We do not advocate them, consequently we 
are in a most poverty-stricken condition; and 
we cannot afford to bet. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: It's only a week's screw. 
Mr. L~.SINA: According to the hon. mem

ber, owing to the benign influence of a private 
syndicate, what was once a howling wilderness 
has blossomed into a prosperous land, and the 
busy hum of industry is heard there-merely 
becanse this House in its wisdom passed a 
certain Bill granting certain concessions. But 
thh particular cc>mpany to whom these conces
sions were granted has "not reaped much profit so 

far. Statements made in a southern paper shed 
a lurid light on the methods of these syndicates. 
I find that Mr. Chapman, the chairman of the 
Chillagoe Company, admitted that floating 4,000 
£100 debentures had cost £83,806 ; but this sum 
included everything. We should hope so. Also 
that the amount was high, but when they wanted 
to buy money they had to pay for it. The 
Sydney Bulletin, in its "Wild Cat Column" 
says-

The chances arc that this compa11y wHl soon want to 
borrow a lot more, and as they can give uo other 
secul"ity but the mines themselves, the future of which 
is by no means assured, they will find that the next lot 
of money will not be got !or nothing either. Strange 
that it took so Jong to clear this thing up ! Tbere is 
another m ~tter which seemed to be cleared up to the 
satisfaction of the me~ting, but not to thn.t of the 
writer Manager Stewart's e~timate of ore proved to 
date was 500,000 tons portions of which would be 
dressed and would produce 300,000 tons to smelt, 
approximately elassitied: 2~5.000 tons COIJper ore, 
75,000 tons Ita,d ore. Contents, 17,000 ton~ of 
copper, 15,000 tons lead, 1.000,000 oz. silver, 
besides appreciable gold. Directors wired asking 
if this was iu adrtition to the 500,000 tons e~ti
mated by ~fr. Stewart in his first report, before he 
took ehnrge, and the meeting dispersed with the idea 
that it was ; whereas it is clear by reading between the 
lines that one was a surface estimate of 500,000 tons, 
the existence of which was not established by develop
ment. Development. however, ha~ since proved it, and 
there is onlv one half million tons and not two as the 
shareholdc1:s have concluded. 

That iR why they are trying to get off these 
Chillagoe puffs. That is why they are trying to 
get more concessions, and that is why the 
Chillagoe shareholders are desirous of shoving 
this rail way on. The Bulletin continues-

lteconstruction in some form or other is inevitable; 
the preseq~ talk is of floating off some blocks. The 
railway is going to cost more than estimated, and so is 
everrthing else. It's a way things have generally. 
Build lug a railway or opening up a nline at less than the 
estimated cost would" stagger humanity." ~fuch has 
l.Jccn said about the number of leases owned by this 
comp:-my, but they are spread over such a large 
distance that the estimnted tonnage given might 
represent. a Yery small amount from each mine, and it is 
impossihle to estlmate the cost of working mines when 
they are so widely separated. 

\Vhat have we got to consider when we are faced 
by a company like this? There is no member in 
this House, and there is no man outside this 
House-bar the persons who are interested in 
the company-who is possessed of the slightest 
bit of information with respect tu the persons 
who want to construct this line. Does any hon. 
member know those persons? Does anybody 
know anything about them? Does anybody 
know what their banking account is? Does 
anybody know what their bona fides are? Does 
anybody know whether they belong to this 
colony, or to some other colony, or whether they 
are persons who have come from other parts of 
the earth? What are their guarantees, and have 
they got any guarantors? I look in vain for a 
reply to those questions. vVe are perfectly 
justified in asking these questions, because 
we are dealing with the national estate to some 
extent, and we are dealing with certain powers at 
present possessed by Parliament, and some of 
which it is proposed by this Rill to hand over 
to this l\1ount Garnet Company, which may 
consist of two personR, or of ten persons, or of 
500 persons. As to their number we know 
nothing, and as to the other points that I have 
already indicated, we also know nothing-. It is 
proposed under this Bill to give this company 
power to construct a tramway between Mount 
Garnet and some other point, for the purpose of 
enabling the company to work certain mining 
leases w hi eh the company possess at the present 
time. Power is also proposed to be given to the 
company to construct this line within three 
years after the passing of the Act; but, if they 
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fail to construct it within the specified time, 
they will be allowed a.nother twelve months 
within which to C• nstruct it. That is four years 
altogether that the company will have as grace 
before they undertake to carry out the provisions 
of the Act. Now in four years that large horde 
of unemployed, who have been so pathetically 
held up for our commiHeration by hon. mEinhers 
on the other side, will starve to death. What 
will become of that pathetic horde of unemployed 
whose large feet are beating tracks west and 
north and east and south, all over Queensland? 
We have been aHked by hon. members opposite, 
who pretend to have at heart the interests of the 
horny-handed men of Australia, and who, as a 
matter of fact, hold a brief for the horny-handed 
men of Queensland, to consider the case of those 
pathetic persons who have been cast out of 
employment by the drought in the \Vest, and of 
those homeless persons who have been dropped 
on our shores by the immigrant ships. Those 
persons have been held up for our commiseration. 
We have been asked to shed tears of sympathy over 
their unhappy lot. vVe have been apostrophised
and hon. membors on the other side, when apos
trophisingus, have lowered their brows and pointed 
at us in a dramatic way, as if we were 
responsible for starviug those unfortunate persons 
to death, and as if we were responsible for 
depriving them of employment. It has been 
alleged that in refusing to pass legislation of 
this character we are really preventing them 
getting work. But there is nothing in the Bill to 
compel the company to build the line for four 
years, and what will the unemployed do-what 
will the pathetic bagman do in those four years? 
'Will he live on air all that time, or upon the 
newspRper fact•, unsubstantial as they are, which 
are cRbled out from time to time from the old 
country, notifying us of the progress made by the 
com1·any in floating its concessions, and of the 
large amounts of money they are making out of 
them? The talk of twn. members on the other 
side about the necess1ty for passing legislation 
of this character to find em >•loyment for the 
unemr·loyed is the veriest nonsense, and it is 
a good thing that we have the opportunity 
of tearing the mask of hypocrioy from the faces 
of those hon. members who pretend to weep 
crocodile tears over tbe unemployed. If there 
are so many unemploy'd as the hon. member 
for Cook says, why are the Government spend
ing thousands of pounds in bringing immigrants 
to this colony ? That is an argument we shall 
remind the Guvernment of when we are diBcus
sing the Estimates. We will then remind them 
that they are bringing people here to compete 
with those who are now out of work in the 
colony, and then we will see if they will do the 
great elephant's trunk act, tearing up oaks at 
one time, and at another picking up sixpences. 
vV e shall see if they will then swallow these 
stories that they have been telling us to-night, 
in order to push on v.ith this legislation. It 
seems extraordinary, and if any hon. member on 
the other side will turn his eyes inwardly 
and look at his conscience-a! ways provided that 
he possesses a conscience-in this liKht he should 
ask himself : "Am I justified in the eyes of my 
const1tuents in voting to brim;- out people from 
the ,,ld country to compete with people already 
out of employment, and am I further justified in 
making the statement that there are people out 
of work here in order to argue in favour of the 
construction of private syndicate railways?" 
Either there are no unemployed here who want 
work, or there are unemployed here, and we do 
not want immigrants; but we cannot have the 
two things. The two statements are irreconcil
able, and we shall have more to say about the 
matter when the proper opportunity arises. I 
find also, on looking over this Bill, that the 

company are expected to deposit a certain sum with 
the Crown until such time as the line is completed, 
and, in the eveut of the tramline not being corn· 
pleted within the specified time, that money shall 
be forfeited. But I find an inconsistency in the 
Bill further on, because it says in another clause 
that the money which is deposited shall be 
refunded to the company upon the completion 
of the first five miles with due expedition. 
Now, if that .£5,000, or whatever the amount is, 
is returned to the company after the first five 
miles are built, the provision empowering the 
Government to forfeit that .£5,000 is of no avail. 
But that is a slight inconsistency which can be 
corrected in committee. I find also that the 
company can charge a maximum rate for the 
conveyance of goods and passengers of one
half times the rates charged at the time 
of the passing of the Act on the railway 
from Cairns to Mareeba. I find that a 
similar clause appears in every one of the 
five Bills which are now before this House. 
The rates to be charged by the Mount Garnet 
Company under this Bill are to be regulated by 
the scale which prevails on Government lines at 
the time of the passing 0f this measure. Speak
ing on a similar provision in the Callide Railway 
Bill, the Courier says-

The effect of this is that while Government rates may 
be reduced, company rates may bP. kept up; and while 
goods and pass.en~ers may be carrie,d at a fair profit on 
one line they may have to pay through the nose on the 
other. 
I think some modification should he made in that 
particular clause in the direction suggested by 
the Courier in the following words :-

Some modification should be made by which a reduc~ 
tion on Government lines may be followed by a reducR 
tion on the syndicate line. At any rBte provision for a 
reductiOn might be included when profits rise above a 
certain limit, and when the volun:::e of traffic warrants 
it. 
Another argument that I should like to make 
passing reference tu is one which was advanced 
by the Minister without a portfolio. The hon. 
member for Mackay, Mr. Dalrymple, said the 
credit of the colony was limited. The hon. 
member for Cook repeated that statement ; and 
the Chief Secretary, the Premier, and all the 
other :Ministers who have spoken have assured 
the House repeatedly during the discussions on 
these various measures that the credit of the 
colony is limited, in fact, so limited that we may 
practically regard it as crip]Jled. vVe heard the 
hon. member for 11ackay and the hon. member 
for Cook to-night indul~ing in a little calamity 
how ling. The Secretary for Rail ways, when he 
introduced the first of these measures providing 
for the construction of rail ways by private 
syndicates, argued very leng-thily to show. that 
the State rail ways of the colony were practically 
a failure, because durir,g a period of years the 
country had lost some .£2,000,000 on them, and 
that argument ha, been repeated with wearisome 
reiteration by hon. members opposite. I regret 
ihat such a statement should have been made by 
a member of the Cabinet, because, coming from 
a gentleman occupying such a position, it will go 
abroad and be adversely commented upon in the 
c.ther colonies and elsewhere, possibly to our dis
advantage. The State railways are one of the 
chief assets of our natiunal debt, and if members 
of the GovErnment who have to administer those 
national assets begin to depreciate them, people 
abroad may believe their statements, and may 
conclude that our revenuf's are suffering, and 
that our railways are practically a failure. It 
appears to me that the person~ who make 
those statements are calamity howlers of the 
very worst descri]Jtion. Yet nig-ht after night, 
for the sole ]JUrpose of securing the pas,age 
of these Bills authorising private syndicates 
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to b';lild ra;ilways, syndicatee composed of persons 
outside thrs Chamber of whom we know nothing, 
for the purpose of advancing the intt rest of 
those persons in these matterR, tho>e gentle
men are willing to traduce the fair fame of 
the colony. If this kind of thing is to go 
on, if responsible Ministers of the Crown are 
going to traduce the credit of the colony by such 
statements and for such purposes, it is the duty 
of members on this side of the House to stick up 
for our national assets and for the credit of the 
colony, and show to the people outside, to whom 
we have to pay interest annually, that our assets 
are good, but that the Govemment who ad
minister the colony is not as good as it might 
be. ~ut the argument will not hold water; 
there IS no truth m the stat~ment that our credit 
is bad. The Sydney Bulletin, of the 15th of 
September last, speaking about the arguments so 
frequently used by hon. members opposite, to the 
effect that the Government cannot borrow money 
to build these rail ways, says-

·what a beautifully convincing argument can be 
manufactured iu support of any fallacy if only a sufli
cient number of non-existent circumstances are a:;;sumed 
to begin with! rrh1s one rests on two assumptiOns
that the State can't raise the money Hself to build the 
Cion curry line. which is certainly fal!:'e; and that the 
syndicate will build it sooner than the State or Federal 
Government woulCl do, which is probably false. As the 
Bullt:lin pointed out last week, out of e"\rery ls. charged 
to the users of Xorth Queensland rai1ways about 7d. 
goes in expenses, and 5d. in interest on burrowed 
capital. The 5d. represents interest at a little over £3 
15s. per cent. 1'he Cloncurry Railway Company is to be 
allowed to charge ls. 6d. where the State charges ls.
i.e., 7d. for expen~es and lld. for interest on capital, 
which is equal to borrowing the money at £8 5s. IJer 
cent. \i\~hetber the State borrows the construction 
money in England, or a private company raises the t'ash 
in England, the price of the railway is et1ually a debt 
owmg by this country to England; only in the latter 
case the money will be paid to an English owner and 
callt~d dividend, and in the former it will be paid to an 
English mortgagee and called interest. 

The hon. member for Cook said that our last loan 
was practically a failure, or words to that effect. 
Now, it is the impres,ion down south, among 
competent judges, that the Queensland loan ju>t 
floated-one of the biggest loans we have ever 
floated-has been the cheapest big loan in onr 
history. The Bulletin says-

Now Queensland has just floated a loan rthe eheapest 
big one in its histors) which cost £3 10s. or £:3 1 ls. per 
cent. It wa::~ fioatcd with some difficult}', certainly, but 
it is safe to assume that the money to build the Cion
curry line could be raised at 4 per cf'nt.-less than half 
what the syndJCate proposal will cost. 

No syndicate in Queensland, or even in Aus
tralia, can borrow monpy at as low a rate of 
intere.<t, or can offer such 'ecurity for a loan, as 
the Government of Queensland can offer. With 
all the possibilities inherent in the country and 
people of Queensland, the Government can 
borrow money much more cheaply than any 
syndicate. It may be objected that we cannot 
borrow £20,000,000 to build all the lines re
quired, but to that I answer that it is not pro
pooed that we should build £20,000,000 worth of 
railways at <•ne step. We must proceed slowly, 
and with reason. Queensland has made great 
progress in past years ; its railways have been 
extended to thousands of miles, its population 
has increased to 500,000, and its revenue has run 
into millions. Has that progre•s been due to the 
construction of railways by private syndicates? 
No ; our progress has been made under a policy 
which has for its foundation the system of State 
owned and State controlled railways, and to that 
system we should stick. This Tramway Bill, and 
the other Railway Bills which are before the 
House, are a departure from that policy, and I 
suppose that if a division takes place upon it, as 

I hope will be the case this evening, the question 
will be decided by a party vote. It is part of 
the policy of the Government to depart from the 
settled rail way policy of the country, and to go 
in for this new !angled idea of building rail· 
ways and tramways by inducing foreign in
vestors to invest their money in them. There 
is another matter to which I wish to make 

allusion, because it has been referred 
[10·30 p.m.] to very frequently in connection 

with these private railway proposals. 
It is said that we ought to allow these rail ways 
to be built by priYate speculators, because they 
will not be profitable for the Government to 
build. The statement is that the private specu
lator can make these lines pay where the Govern
ment cannot make them pay interest on the cost 
of construction. It is asserted that the dozen 
men who are awaiting the granting of this con
cession by the Parliament of Queensland can 
work the railway on more favourable terms than 
the Government of this country. There is, it is 
said, an agent at present in London-a member 
of the Upper HouHe-waiting for the passage of 
the Glasstord Creek Railway, and the moment it 
goes through no doubt a cable will be sent to 
him, and that gentleman will launch the pro
perty on the London market. A glowing 
prospectus will no doubt be issued printed 
in bronze ink on scented paper, and it will point 
out the great and glorious opportunities which 
people in the old land have tor inYesting their 
savings in the great colony of Queensland. To 
tbes•· prospectuses will be attached the names of 
"MM.L.A." and "MM.L.C." of this legis
lature of Queensland as the glorified guinea pigs 
of the syndicate who are prepared to make any 
sacrifice rather than that the English investor 
should be deprived of such a very excellent 
bargain. ·wealthy men "ill be induced to put 
their money into these concerns, poor men will 
likewise fall victims to the high sounding phrases 
of the directors ot these mine:-1 and railways, and 
will be induced to put the savings of a lifetime 
into the venture. Then after a few years of 
painful anxiety and expense the company closes 
down, the mine IS deserted, the machinery 
is allowed to rust, and everything con
nected with the compn.ny becomes defunct. It 
is th;t which depreciates the credit of the 
country, for every r,oor person who has been 
induced to put his savings into such a venture 
advertises the kind of swindle that can be per
petrated in the colony of Queensland. And if 
the venture turns out a success, who reaps the 
benefit? The company rake in the dividends 
which go off to the nther end of the world and 
the colony sits by and looks on. Where does the 
Government come in? \V hat advantage does it 
or the colony reap? The labouring classes of the 
colony may get a little employment at 6s. 6d. a 
day and the labourer becomes body and soul 
the' property of the corporation, but in what 
other respect is any advantage bestowed upon 
the State? My contention and the contention 
of those who sit on this side of the House is 
strongly, that if the company can make a success 
of these ventures the GoYernment can make a 
gre:1ter success of them. If the company, bor
rowing money at a cost of from 6 to 8 per cent., 
can make dividends and increase the worldly 
prospericy of its shareholders, the Government 
borrowing money at 3!J or 4 per cent. can make 
an even greater success of the bargain. The 
argument is conclusive. I do not Eee that there 
can be any objection to such a line of policy, for 
it is a continuation of the line of policy which 
has been followed ever since Queensland was a 
colony-that the State shall construct and ow;:t 
the railway•; and if it is profitable for a syndi
cate to make and construct a line of rail way to a 
mining or other centre, then it must of necessity 
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be equally profitable to the State to do the same 
thing. Is it not the duty of the Government to 
find employment for t.be people? Is it not their 
duty to extend the industries of the country and 
make the wealth of the country avaibble to those 
who live in it 1 Have they done so? They have 
to a certain extent. We have made and owned 
our own railways; we have developed with
out the a•sistance of syndicates our own mining 
fields, or some of them ; and we are able 
by following out the same line of policy 
to still further find employment for our people, 
and still further extend and open up the 
avenues of employment and wealth. Reference 
was made by the hon. member for Charters 
Towers to a line that goes nowhere. \Vhy does 
the Government not carry th.1t line further? 
Look again to the Bowen railway, a railway 
which runs up to a gum-tree-and a very poor gum
tree at that-and stops there. How can it be 
expected to pay under such circumstances? And 
there is the line to Clermont in the same pre
dicament. Let it be extended as far as the coal
mines ; let the Government extend some of 
these lineg at a comparatively small cost, and 
they will be repaid over and over aga:n. Let 
them not act the part of political hypocrites, and 
pretend that they desire to find employment for 
the people, and to open np the industries of the 
colony, when their one desire is tr, hand over to 
syndicates everything that is best in the colony, 
And one word in conclusion: I have no desire 
to see introduced into our politics the impure, the 
unholy system of lobbying as it prevails in 
the Unit"d States of America. I have no 
desire to see our politics made dirty and corrupt 
by the clamourin;ss of syndicates to have their 
wants satisfied within the walls of this Chamber. 
I have no desire to see this legi,;lature rendered 
hideous by the clamourings of lobbiers to have 
their vested interests pushed ahead at the expense 
of the general welfare of the community. I 
desire to see syndicates excluded, to see our 
politics pure, and our Parliament actuated by a 
desire not to forward the interests of private in
dividuals, but to increase the materia,! welhre of 
the people, and to forward the industrial interests 
of the State. 

Mr. STEW ART (Rockhampton North): I need 
hardly say that I intend to oppose the second 
reading of this Bill. It appears to me to be 
rather strange that the richest pardon of the 
colony should be given over in a special fashion 
to syndicator<. \Ve are told by the accredited 
agent of the Government that Northern Qlleens
land is one of the most wealthy mineral regions, 
not only in Australia, but on the fa~e of the 
globe. Now, if that is really the case, I think it 
onght to be sufficient inducement to us to keep 
the control of our rail ways in that particular 
district in our own hands. We are in the unfor
tunate position that the railways in the Southern 
portion of the colony are not paying, and the 
taxpayers have to put their hands deep into their 
trowse<' pockets to make up the deficiency. In 
the Central division the railways are paying. In 
the Northern portion of the colony one railway 
is paying very well, and others not qnite so well. 
But here we have a vast area of mineral country, 
and we know very well that where minerals are 
fonnd to exist there is the closest settlement
closer than in agricultural or pastoral country. 
That being the case, it appears to me to be extra
ordinary that the gentlemen who are charged with 
the administration of the affairs of the colony 
should wish to allow that valuable portion of 
the colony to pass into the hands of syndicates. 
I really don't know whether to charge this to 
their stupidity. It appears to me extraordinary 
that any Grwernment should be guilty of such 
unbusinesslike action. Millions have been spent 
in making railways where they don't pay, yet 

here is a district where most valuable minerals 
exist in great quantities, and where railways 
might be supposed to pay if they would pay 
anywhere, and the Government seeks to hand 
over the construction of these lines to private 
companies. Any Government anxious to carry 
on the business of the country in the interests 
of the people of the country would not seek to 
give away the Northern portion of the colony 
in this fashion, but would keep it in their own 
hands; and I cannot see why they should take 
this step, except, perhaps, for the reason given 
by the hon. member for Cambooya-that if 
they get svndicates to develop the Northern 
portion of the colony there will be all the more 
cash available for railways in the Southern 
portion of the colony. That seems not only a 
selfish policy, but also an exceedingly short
sighted policy. I am not sure that the people of 
the North are not themselves very much to blame 
for the present condition of affairs. They must 
know very well what kind of treatment they 
would get from a Brisbane Government. It is 
true that the Premier is a Northern member, 
but we know that the hon. gentleman could not 
hold the position forty-eight hours unless he had 
the Southern members behind him, and that 
if he did not carry on the Government in 
the interests of the Southern portion of 
the colony he would not be kept in his pre
sent position. I am of opinion that the 
people of the North, for their own safety, 
should have carried on the agitation for 
separation till thev brought it to a successful 
issue. At one time the movement was very 
active all over the North, and it would have been 
a God's blessing to them if they had obt.tined 
separation. They would not then ha vA been in the 
position they are in to-dily-that of a doomed 
community. If these syndicate railways are 
passed-I hope they never will become law, b11t 
if they do pass-they will simply consign the 
people of the Northern portion of the colony to 
a position of virtual slavery. They abandoned 
their agitation for separation, and now we find 
a proposal made by a Southern Government to 
bind them in every limb, and make them subject 
to syndicates that will suck thA life-blood out of 
them. On several occasions previously attempts 
have been made to hand the mineral wealth of 
Northern Queensland over to syndicates, but 
fortunately on each of those occasions the 
attempts of those syndicates have been defeated. 
I hope that on this occa,ion also we shall be 
able to hold the fort and be succesdul in beating 
off those people who seem desirous of enriching 
themselves at the expense of the public of a 
particular portion of this colony. In reading 
over the debates on the land-grant railway pro
posal of 1892, I find that exactly the same 
rf'asons were· given then as are given now, Sir 
S. W. Griffith said that Queensland had come to 
that posit.ion that she either had to take land
grant railways or none, that the credit of the 
colony was exhausted ; and speaker after speaker 
repeated the same old parrot tale. Yet we find that 
since then over 300 miles of rail way have been con
structed with borrowed money, and we find that 
.£3,000,000 or .£6,000,000 of cash have been 
borrowed from JDhn Bull, and, so far as I am 
aware, our credft is not exhansted yet. The 
Minister for Railways professes to be quite 
appalled at the .£20,000,000 worth of railways 
that are asked for at the present moment in 
different parts of the colony. The hon. 
gentleman ought to know by this time that that 
has been the way e\·er since the colony was a 
colony. How long has the hon. member for 
Mary borough been clamouring for a line to 
Gaynda.h? I suppose for the last twenty-five 
years. 

Mr. ANNEAR: Thirty years. 
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Mr. STEW ART: Just consider that, and he 
is still clamourit>g, md is likely to clamour. In 
my di,trict we have been a'(itating for a short 
line-the Yeppoon line-almost twenty yeMs, 
and we have not got it yet-we are still clamour
ing. And the same thing applies all over the 
colony. 'When the hon. gentleman thinks of 
this nightmare of the £20,000,000 which he is 
asked to expend on rail ways, it actually keeps 
him from sleeping, and as a refuge he fliee to 
private enterprise. How does i'- come that some 
of the lines a'lked for in the Southern patt of the 
colony have not been offered to these syndi
cators? vVhy not ask a syndica' e, for instance, 
to construct the via >·ecta ? vVhy not ask a 
syndicate to construct the connec-tion between 
Gladstone and Rockhampton. 

The SEORETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: You wonld 
not ask a syndicate to construct any of them. 

Mr. ST.EW ART: Why do not syndicates 
offer to build an extension uf the Central Railway 
out into the \V e., tern pastoral country? The 
syndicates take very g~>od care that they do not 
tonch any of these railways. We may safely 
conclude that when a syndicate comes along and 
offers to put money into a railway-especially in 
a mining district--it is pretty well sure that the 
speculation will turn out a success. The gen·le
men whom we find mixed up in these syndicate 
proposals are very shrewd businef,s men, and they 
are not likely to make mistakes. All over Aus
tralia mining rail ways pay better than any other 
class of railways. The Silverton tramway (Jays 
a diviclend of iiO per cent. per annum; indeed, I 
believe the percentage is very much higher even 
than that. It is about thirty miles long, and 
cost a little over £150,000 to build, and the 
net revenue last year I think was £80,000. That 
is a mining railway or tramway. \Ve have here 
the Mount ll,1organ line, which has only been two 
or three years open, and last year it actually 
topped all the Queensland rail ways by paying 
11 per cent. Does anyone imagine that if 
Charters Towers was not upon the Hnghenden
'l'ownsville line, the Northern line would pay as 
well as it does? Again, I am certain that the 
coast line between Brisbane and Gladstone is 
very much assisted by the large mining popula
tion on Gym pie. \V e have been told by the hon. 
member for Cook that the Mount Perry line, 
which was built to a copper-mine, has not paid, 
and that the Clermont line, which was also built 
to a copper-mine, has not paid. But the hon. 
gentleman did nut tell us that shortly after the 
Mount Perry line was built the value of copper 
fell materially. One hon. gentleman interjActed 
that the Clermont line was not built until after 
the Clermont copperfield was practically ex
hausted. 

Mr. KERH: That is a fact. 
Mr. STEW AnT: If it is, it deals effectually 

with the argument of the hon. member for Cook. 
But how many lines in the Southern portion of 
Queensland are there that do not pay. We have 
got a line to South port that costs the country 
somewhere about £40,000 per annum. \Ve have 
a network of railway lines about Brisbane, not a 
single one of which pays. But would any hon. 
member advance that as a rPason why all railway 
building sh~>nld be stopped ? 

Mr. LESTNA: The Mount Perry line would 
never have been built if Mcll wraith had not been 
intereste<l in it. 

Mr. STEvV ART : As the hon. merdber says, 
the Mount Perry line would never have been 
built i£ the late Sir Thomas Mcllwraith had not 
been interested in it. It was a political line, 
pure and simple, and yet the hon. member for 
Cook tries to bolster up his weak and tottering 
case by such examples as those. Il we find it 
the case that not only in Qneensland, but all 
over Australia, railways to mining fields pay 

better than any other railways, why is our 
Government so anxious to hand the richest 
mineral field in Australia over to syndicates? I 
can conceive of no reason, which is fit to be rnen
tioned in this House, or which the Speaker would 
permit me to mention, perh<tps that expresses my 
opinion upon the subject as nearly as I would be 
allowed to express it herP, That being the case, I 
conceive thatitismydnty, and the dnty of every 
hon. member who desires to see pure and up
right government, to oppose by every means in 
our power thi.s deliber tte attempt to hand the 
richest portion of the colony over to be expl01ted 
by private syndic .ctes. ~1ember after member 
on the other side has got up and P"inted out 
what a benefit rail way comrnunicittion would be 
to this disr.rict. I do not deny that. No hrm. 
member on this side has ever advanced the state
ment that the building of a rail way to a mining 
field would be a bad thing. But what we claim 
is this: There are railways and railways, and 
while a railway owned andc"ntrolled by the 8tctte 
nught be a 'blessing to a particular locality, 
a railway owned and controlled by a private 
syndicate might, and very probably would, be 
a curse to that particular locality. That is the 
statement we have always advanced. That is 
the grav:<men of our argument and the founda
tion of :dl our contention, and I think we have 
been able abundantly to prove its correctness. 
Now, what would be the position of this Mount 
Garnet syndicate if it were to get the powers 
demanded in this Bill? The peo]Jle of Mount 
Garnet will be compelled to pay double the 
carriage they ought to pay. 

Mr. GIVll:'lS: In some instances three times the 
carriage. 

Mr. STE\V ART: As the hon. member says, 
in ROme instances they will h_ave to pay three times 
the carriage. Is that benefiting the people of 
the district? 

The 8ECRE'rARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: It is better 
than a bullock dray. 

Mr. STEW ART: It is, but it is not as gond 
as a State railway from Atherton direct to 
Mount Garnet. Will the hon. gentleman say it 
is? It is better than a wheelbarrow, and better 
than a bullock dray, hut the country is not con
fined either to a wheelbarow, a bullock dray, or 
a packhorse. It is going to build a railway 
from :'\Iareeba to Atherton, and why not con-
tinue it from Atherton to Mount Garnet? · 

Mr. GIVEXS : That would not suit the syndi
cate. 

Mr. ST.EW ART: That is the only reason I 
can discover. Hon. gentlemen opposite are far 
mnre anxious to do what is agreeable and profit
able to the syndic~te than what i,, for the benefit 
of the people of that locality. Hon. gentlemen 
may perhaps tell us that it would not pay the 
Government to construct a raiiway between 
Atherton and Mount Garnet, but I will just read 
for them what their own surveyor says upon 
that subject, and if the Hou.se wants any 
stronger evidence than is contained in this report, 
it is very hard to please. The hon. member for 
Cairns read this bef<>re, but it will bear repeti
tion, and I think this sort of thing cannot be too 
often dinne<l into the ears of hon. gentlemen 
opposite. This is the report of Mr. Snrveyor 
Longland on the proposed line from Mareeba to 
ll,lonnt Garnet. He says-

1Yith refmYnce to immediate traffic, I am of opinion 
that the transport of the marketable tim

[11 p.m.] ber at present standing in the jmmeuse 
scrub between the Upper Barron cross

ing and 1Iill-.trcam Creek-a distance of twenty
two miles-will be a big factor in making this line pay 
for some .vears to come 'l~he principal timbers of value 
are red cedar, bean-trPe, beech, silky and red oak, wal
nut, kauri pine, and white pine. \\,..hen this timber has 
been cut, and the scrub opened up, the amo1,1nt ot. ~ich 
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agricul1uralland available !or close settlement should 
make this district the greatest agricultural producing 
area in the colony. 

Is the Hon. the Minister for Rail ways !ictening? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Oh yes, I am. 
Mr. STEW ART (contimdng read1"ng) : 
As the condttions for fR.rming are most favourable

viz., one of the best clima,te" in the colony, O'\ving to 
the altitude of the locality, a fair annual rainfall of 
about 52 inches extending over a whole year, a plentiful 
supply of water in the various springs and wells. and 
the really ma,gniticent soil. This scrub latid, I am 
informed, extends ril2;ht throngh to Cm·dwell on the 
coast, and I estimate that there are 100,000 acre-. of 
scrub lawi unalienated \Vi thin ten miles or the route 
on the eastern side. The IDvelyn table and forest may 
be described as first-class pastoral country. and there 
is about 100,000 acres unalienated and available for 
grazing homesteads, and suitable for combhdng farming 
and dair.' ing. The tin centres of Herbm·ton and 
\Vatsonville will benefit the traffic on the line, a::. a good 
even road can be got from the top of the range into 
Herberton. As stated in my wire of to-d:-ty, I am of 
opinion that this portion of the line has a payable 
future before it, even if }'Iount Gvrnet and ih; copper 
lodes were not the objective point of route. 

Now that, I think, is good enough for anything. 
The surveyor says that even if Mount Garnet 
did not exist, that, with the timber and wich the 
rich agricu!Lnra! htnd in that particular locality, 
there is not the slightest doubt that the railway 
can b~ made to pay. 

Mr. KERR: Almost you persuade them. 
Mr. STE\VART (contimdng reading): 
This mine has at present--

The SPEAKER: Order! I have permitted 
the hon. member to read portion of the report 
which has already been read to the House 
because I under.tood that he wanted to base his 
argument upon it, but if he continues to read 
from the report I am afraid he will be trans
gressing the rule regarding repetition. 

Mr. STEW ART: \Vel!, I have no desirf' to 
go on, Mr. Speaker. I was merely reading the 
report to emphasise my argument that it would 
pay the Government to build a line direct from 
Mareeba to Mount Garnet-a line which would 
serve the people of Mount Garnet better, much 
more effectively, and much more cheaply than 
the proposed liue. That is the sole reason why 
I read this report, and I think it is a report 
which ought to be conclusive evidence to the 
Government, unless they are more anxious to 
serve-which apparently is the case-the syndi
cates than to serve the r:eoplP of Mount Garnet. 
Now, I find that on the other route-that is, 
the route proposed to be taken by the syndicate 
-there is no agricultural land of any particu
lar value, or even grazing land. The land 
is entirely valueless for the purposes of either 
agriculture or grazing. There is nothing but 
minerals, and nothing permanent, so far as 
can be discovered, in that particular locality. 
That being the case, I do not see the slightest 
reason why the Government should hesitate 
whether the building of this particular line 
should he handed over to the syndicate, rather 
than be built by the Government. 

Mr. GrvENS: The people of the district do not 
want it built by the syndicate, anyhow. 

Mr. STEW ART: The hon. gentleman says 
that the people of the district do not want it 
built by the syndicate. The fact that the people 
of the district do not want it built by the syndi
cate would not cause me to alter my opinion, nor 
would it if they did want it. If they said, ""\Ve 
desire this railway to be built by a syndicate," I 
would not, upon that ground, advocate it, and 
for that reason I do not oppose it simply becanse 
the people there oppose it. I oppose the build,ng 
of this private line upon general grounds, or 
grounds of ,principle, because I believe that 

although, apparently, they may do a little 
good for a time, in the long run, instead of 
benefiting the community where they are con
structed, they do them direct injury. That is 
the reason why I oppo'e it. I believe it will 
be much better for the people in this par
ticular district to wait a few years for a railway 
and get it built by the State than to get one 
now constructed by a private syr,dicate. What 
would be the position pf the people in that par
ticular locality when the syiJdicate gets into full 
operation? Why, every storekeeper in that 
district will be at the beck and bow of the synrli
cate. "\Ve have it in this Bill that no differential 
rates can be charged, but we know perfectly that 
no legislature is ab,e to prevent differential rates 
being imposed. We have it in this Bill that the 
company will be bound to carry the goods of any 
person or company which complies with the by-laws 
of the company, but we abo know very well that 
the cumpany can carry out these by-laws in its 
own fashion. We know that it can do a great 
many things, violating the spirit of a by-law, 
without breaking the letter. They may place 
a hundred and one impediments in the way of 
people whom they do not specially desire to 
serve, or who may be odious to them for some 
reason or other. \Ve know perfectly well that 
no private iudividual can possibly be on the 
same footing with a private syndicate as with a 
State railway. If he has any complaint to make 
against the syndicate he will very soon experience 
the difficulties that will be placed in his way, 
and, instead of his path being made easier on 
account of the complaint, the pr<•babilities are 
that it will turn out very much the other 
way. Now, take the other mining companies. 
I have no doubt that in that district there 
are many other mines which will be opened 
out in the years to come. Does any hon. 
member imagine that this particular company, 
holding, as it will do, the railway, and having 
certain rnine concessions~does any hnn. rnember 
imagine that it will brook corn petition in its own 
particular line? \V ill it not do everything it 
possibly can to get the whole of the mineral 
wealth of the district in its own hands, and 
holding, as it will do, the only means of com
munication, will not that be a very easy 
matter for it to accomplish; and then it will 
have all the political influence, for we know 
perfectly well that no man there dare offend 
a political syndicate such as this. If he does 
he had better soon clear out of the district, 
because he would not be able to make a com
fortable living there. I think there will be a 
regular reign of terror if these exploiters are 
allowed to have their own way. Any persons who 
are not prepared to submit to the behests of the 
parties in power will find it very difficult to carry 
on their ordinary avocations. As far as the 
working classes are concerned, I think that 
unless they bend their knee continually to 
these syndicates, they had better clear out. 
There is another danger, this particular 
enterprise may become over-capitalised. We 
!mow that these syndicates change hands, 
and that very often there is a boom and then the 
burst comes soon afterwards. After these 
syndicates come into operation, there will be a 
cry for cheap labuur, especially in the Northern 
portion ,,f the colony. I believe that over
capitalisation will be the result of these matters 
which we are considering to·mght. Although the 
system of priva~e railways is bad enough, still the 
employment of alien labonrwouldbe much worse. 
It is prov1ded that no aboriginal or alien can be 
employed on the tramways; but we all know 
that Acts of Parliament can be amended. I 
draw the attention of _the public to the danger 
which exists in these measures. Some pecple in 
the old country say if alien labour is employed, 
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British capital will flow into the country in 
streams. It is said that if you employ cheap 
alien labour- something like the Kaffir labour in 
South Africa-the mineral resources will be 
developed. I believe the step that the Govern
ment are taking to-night is a step that will 
directly lear! to the emj,loyment of cheap coloured 
alien labour. The Minister for Railways says that 
the mines cannot be developed wit hont the assist
ance of private enterprise. After the experi
ence of forty years, we find ourselve& com
pelled to fall back on private syndicates. 
Would a private syndicate have built a line from 
Brisbane to Toowoomha? I don't think so. 
"VVe have over 3,000 miles of railways in the 
colony now. How many of these miles would 
have been built by private enterprise from the 
beginning of Queensland's career? I think not 
one-half would have been built by private enter
prise. I don't think Queensland would have 
occupied the position she noes now if all our 
existing lines had bem built by private enter
prise. Our present system of railway construc
tion has been very successful in the past, and 
why should we depart from it? I say the 
present system has been a m"gnificent success. 
The Minister for Railways says they have not. 
He aleo sa.ys the House would not sanction 
the construction of this line as a State railway. 
He does not know anything a.t all about it. He 
is simply drawing upon his imagination when he 
savs such a thing. Why has he not given the 
House all the necessary information, and why 
doe- he not bring in a Bill to give hon. members 
an opportunity of showing whether 1 hey will vote 
for it or not? I suppose the hon. gentleman does 
not want to do that. He falls back upon the 
assumption that the House would not pass the 
Bill ; but, as I have said, he never tried, and 
until he does, he really cannot say whether the 
House would pass the Bill or not. Another 
reason the hon. gentleman gives is that our credit 
is exhausted. Well, I am not so very sure about 
that. "We went to England not so very long 
ago for a loan and we got it. \VH had to pay 
a little more for it than for one floated a vear or 
two ago, but that was merely a temporary affair. 
I do not believe that the price of monAy will 
continue high for any considerable periorl ; and, 
even if money had to be borrowed at 3~ or 4 
per cent., surely it, would pay the colony better 
to have these ra1lways constructed by that 
means than to hand over the building of them 
to syndicates which will have to b"rrow--not at 
4 per cent., but perhaps at 5, or 6, or even 7 per 
cent. I am certain that the credit of the colony 
is much better than the credit of any syndicate. 
And there is another thing-the colnny can 
manage its railways more cheaply than any 
synrlit'!Jte coulrl possibly do. \Ve find that 
the Chillagoe Railway Company has had to pay 
very much through the nose for the money it has 
borrowed. The people who got the concession 
from Parliament, I suppose, have got out, and 
the present shareholderR have got to hold the 
baby, and a very heavy baby they are likely to 
find it, if articles that are appRaring in the public 
Press are to be believed. They have had to 
borrow money at rninnuR rates. The company 
will very soon be over-capitalised, and probably 
will be in very serious straits, and then we 
shall have a demand for cheap alien labour. 
1'hat will be the demand of everyone of these 
syndicates, and that, I believe, is the result 
which hon. members on the other side are 
deliberately planning to bring about. I do not 
intend tn say very much more upon the subject. 
\Ve shall have an opportunity of dealing with the 
Bill when it gets into committee, I suppose, and, 
if we cannot block the passing of the Bill, we 
can do our best to draw its teeth, and make it as 
little noxious as possible. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a second 
time-put; and the House divided:-

AY>:s, 34. 
l\'Ies.srs. Philp, Dickson, J.furray, Dalrymple, Rut1edge, 

Foxton, O'Connell. Callan, Camp bell, '1'. B. C•·ibb, Cowley, 
Boles, Bell, Story, Stephens, Keogh, Plunkett, Forsyth, 
Curtis, Annem., Mackintosh, ,J. C. Cribb, Hanran, Kent, 
Stcphcnson, Bridges, Armstrong. Stodart, ~ewell, 3-foore, 
Leahy, Petrie, J. Hamilton, and Grinws. 

Nov.s, 22. 
:Messrs. BrJwne, .McDonnell, Lesina, rrurley, Fisher, 

3IeDonald, Hardacre, Dawson, Kidston, Kerr, Reid, 
Fitzgerald, Bowman, Dnnsford, Ja\·kson, Dibley, Higgs, 
Givens, W. Hamilton, ~Iaxwell, Rylancl, and Stewart. 

PAIRS. 

Aves-Messrs. ~,arrest, Smith, G. Thorn, and Bartho
lom'ew. 

Noes--1\fessrs. Groom, Fogarty, Jenkinson, and 1V. 
Thorn. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 

RAILWAYS, the committal of the Bill was 
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER : I move that the House do 

now adj<~urn. The first novermnent bu -iness 
to-morrow will be the second reading of the Port 
Norman, Normanton, and Cloncurry Railway 
Bill. 

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon): Of course I 
thoroughly expected that the hon. gentleman 
would pursue this policy, ann I am rctther glad 
of it. As the same tim- I think he ehoulrl tell 
the HoUi'e when he intends to go on with the 
Estimates. The hon. gentleman will be coming 
down soon and asking for a lot of Supply in 
ad vane~. 

Mr. REm: "VVe should refuse to give it to him. 
Mr. BROWNE: I am not going to say that 

we should refnse to give it him, but I contend 
that it is not at all constitutional for the G .. vern
ment to keep going on with other business 
without toucbing the Estimates; aud then ask 
the House for a vote on account. The hon. 
gentleman stated, at the end of last week, that 
he was going to set apart one day this week for 
the Estimates. \Ve have now, after to-morrow, 
only one half-day for Government business left 
this week, and I should like tu know when •he 
hon. gentleman intends to deal with the Esti
rnatf's. 

The PREMIER : I will let you know to-morrow. 
Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at thirty-eight minutes 

past 11 o'clock. 




