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Questions.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

WEDNESDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER, 1900,

The SPraRER (Hon. Arthur Morgan, Waerwick)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPERS.

The following papers, laid on the table, were
ordered to be printed :—

(1) Return toan order, relative to committals
for trial from Thursday Island to Cook-
town, made by the House, on the motion
of Mr. Fitzgerald, on the 5th instant,

(2) Fourteenth report of the Registrar of
Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks.

QUESTIONS,

Sounnp TEesrs ror FMPLOYEES IN PoST AND
TELEGRAPH DDEPARTMENT.

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers) asked the
Premier—

1. Is it true that the Postmaster-General has issued a
general memo. calling npon all employees of the depart-
ment t0 pass a certain test by sound?

2. Will all assistants in the Post and Telegraph
Department who are classed as “professional” be
compelled to pass the test mentioned in clanse 2 of this
memo, bhefore receiving any promotion or increase of
salary ?

3. Will any “professional > assistant in the Post and
Telegraph Department receiveany promotion or increase
of salary without being asked to pass this test?

4. Will the inspectors who are to report npon the
competency of officers of the department themselves be
examined to prove their competency ?

5. Will the Postmaster-General differentiate between
the head office and others ¥

6. Is it the intention of the department to take
efficiency and length of service into consideration in all
future promotions and increase of salary ?

7. Will the Premier lay on the table of the House
copies of the memo. referred to and all other papers
eonnected therewith?

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, Townsville)
replied—

1. A general memo. has been issued calling upon all
officers of the telegraph branch of the department,
who desire authority to dispense with tapes to pass a
certain test as to their ability to receive by sound.

2. With respect toany promotion or increase of salary,
the case of each assistant will be counsidered on its
merits.

3. This question is answered by the reply to gues-
tion 2.

4. The inspectors or other officers whose duty it is to
report on the competency of officers are officers of
proved competency.

5. The Postmaster-General will differentiate between
the head office and others to the extent set forth in the
memo, referred to.

8. It is the intention of the department to ake
efficiency and length of serviee into consideration.

7. The memo. will be laid on the table of the House,
but as the other papers connected with it are very
voluminous, it is suggested that the honourable member
call at the Post Office and examine them,

Mr. Dawsox : This is a matter for the public,

SuprpLy or COAL 10 ADELAIDE STEAM SHIPPING
COMPANY.

Mr, TURLEY (South Brisbane) asked the
Secretary for Railways—

1. Has the Railway Department supplied the Adelaide
Steam Shipping Company with any coal from the stock
in possession of the department?

2. What was the quantity supplied, and for what
purposs was it required ®

3. What was the price charged for the coal per ton?
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Murray, Normanby) replied—

1. Yes.

2. One hundred tons. It was required for the bunkers
of one of the Adelaide Steamship Company’s steamers.

3. The coal was lent to the company in exchange for
100 tons delivered at Townsville, where coal was
urgently required.

Lapy MUse¢ravE LODGE.

Mr. W, HAMILTON (Gregory) asked the
Home Secretary—

1. Is the Lady Musgrave Lodge subsidised by the
Government ?

2. It so, to what amount?

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G.
Foxton, Carnarvon) replied—
No.
SyNDIcATE Ratnway Brois.

Mr. HIGGS (Fortitude Valley) asked the
Secretary for Rallways—

1. Was by-law No. 1, made by the Chillagoe Railway
and Mines, Limited, the owners of the Mareebs to
Chillagoe Railway, submitted to the Crown Law Officers
before being approved by the Governor in Counecil ?

2. Did the Government subwit to the Crown law
Officers for their consideration the whole or any of the
syndicate railway Bills now before the Legislative
Assembly ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—

1. Yes.

2. No; but the whole of the Bills were prepared by
the Parliamentary Draftsman, and their provisions care-
tully considered by the Commissioner for Railways,
and subseyuently by the members of the Cabinet.

MEN EMPLOYED EASING GRADES, EIC., SOUTHERN
AND WESTERN Rarnway.

Mr. KATES (Cunningham) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

1. How many men (other than permanent main-
tenance men) are at present employed in the work of
easing grades, straightening curves, etc., on the
Murphy’s Creek to Toowoomba section of the Southern
and Western Railway

2. The average weekly number of men so employed
since 1st January, 1900 ?

3. The average rate of wages paid to the men so
employed during the present year ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—

1. The present number of men employed is eighty-
three.

2. The average number of men employed since
January last is 108.

3. The average rate of wages is 7s. per diem. This
includes managers, mechanics, draymen. The average
rate for labourers is 6s, 6d. per day.

AGGREGATION OF GGRAZING SELECTIONS.

Mr. BELL (Dalby) asked the Secretary for
Public Lands—

1. Has his attention been called to the numerous
instances oflarge aggregations of grazing selections in
few hands throughont the Western and North-western
portions of the colony?

2 If so, does he approve of a system which threatens
to facililate the substitntion of new squattages for the
existing old ones?

3. Will any official steps be taken to ascertain the
grazing selections which are held in contravention of
section 53 of 48 Vie. No. 28, and section 85 of 61 Vie.
No.25¢

4. Will section 85 of 81 Vie. No. 25 be strictly enforced
over the large area of country about to be taken up by
grazing selectors ?

&. Ilas he considered the advisability of introducing
fresh legislation in order effectually to check the system
of grazing farm aggregation?®
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W, B. H, O’Connell, Musgrave) replied—

1. Not officially.

2. The Minister does not approve of any form of
settlement which is illegal.

3. The officers of the department are instructed to take

almy necessary action to prevent breaches of the land
EAUEN

4. Yes.
5. The matter is under consideration.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICH,
Ture CHIEY JUSTICESHIP.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): I beg to ask the
Premier, without notice—Whether there is any
truth in the rumour that in the event of Sir
Samuel Griffith resigning the Chief Justiceship,
and running for the Federal Parliament, it is the
intention of the Government to appoint the
Attorney-General Chief Justice?

[No reply.]

PAPERS 7¢ MOUNT GARNET FREEHOLD MINING
Coumpany’s TRAMWAY BILL.

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns): T desire to ask the
Premier a question, without notice—1Is the hon.
gentleman prepared to lay on the table of the
House, for the information of hon. members, all
the correspondence and papers relating to the
Mount (3arnet Freehold Mining Company’s
Tramway Bill, which is now before the House ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILwWAYS : All the papers
were laid on the table on the 12th of September.

The PREMIER : Does the hon. member mean
to say that the papers are not lying on the table
of the House now?

Mr. Maxwers : Not the papers in connection
with that railway.

The PREMIER : T may be permitted to ex-
plain that the papers have been laid on the table,
and that the Clerk of the House informs me that
he hopes to have them printed and distributed
this week.

Mr. FisHER: Why not delay the Bill until
they are printed ?

RAILWAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was
resolved—

That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself
into a Committee of the Whole to consider of the
desirableness of introducing a Bill to continue the office
of the Commissioner for Railways, and to provide for
his salary.

LEASES OF NORTHERN MINERAL
LANDS FOR TRAMWAY PURPORSES.

On the motion of Mr. GIVENS, it was
resolved—

That there be laid on the table of the House copies of
all correspondence, papers, plauns, and maps in connec-
tion with the leasing of 234 acres of land for tramway
purposes to Samuel Dixon, in the Wal-h, Tinaroo, and
Hodgkinson mining districts.

MOUNT GARNET FREEHOLD MINING
COMPANY’S TRAMWAY BILL.

SEcOND READING—RESUMPTION OF DEBATE,

Mr, HIGGS (Fortitude Vealley): I again
express regret that the Premier has found it
necessary to abandon the State policy concerning
the construction of railways. He has no man-
date, he has no authority, he did not tell the
electors when appealing to them that he pro-
posed to introduce a sheaf of syndicate railway
Bills which were to take the place of the public
legislation which is so urgently required by this
long-suffering community. I regret that the
haste has been of such a pressing nature that the
Bill before us is not introduced in a complete
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form. There are many provisions which should
be embodied in the Bill if the Premier really
wishes to protect the interests of the general
public. There is no regulation concerning the
style of carriage, the workmanship, or the
material of the carriage that is to run on the
line, Passengers may be compelled to travel in
cattle trucks, in open carriages unsheltered from
the weather. Thers is no penalty for the use of
improper carriages and defective passenger
accommodation ; there is no provision that the
engines shall consume their own swmoke—a very
necessary provision when we consider the passing
of those trains through pastoral districts.

Mr. LearY : What about people consuming
their own gas ?

Mr. HIGGS : I did not think the hon. mem-
ber for Bulloo would come up to time. My
opinion of the hon. gentleman is that if hon.
members on this side will only respond to his
challenge to fight he will soon get very tired.
The hon. gentleman, as Sir T, McIlwraith once
said, goes through the House trailing his coat
inviting somebody to tread on it. I don’t mind
treading on it if the hon. gentleman will insist
on thrusting his coat in front of me.

Mr, LEAHY : You tell me that in Queen street.

Mr. HIGGS: Oh! Physical force, Mr,
Speaker ! Is that what we are to be threatened
with—physical violence?

My, LesiNa : Law and order!

Mr. HIGGS : If T respond to the bitter inter-
jections which come from the hon, member, I am
to be challenged to put up my hands in Queen
street—TI am to be asked to figat—to break the
laws of the country—to indulge in a tussle with
the hon. member on the footpath in Queen street
because I choose to object to the schemes of the
hon, member—because I resent his bitter inter-
jections, Now, Sir, the hon. member has been a
source of comsiderable interest to me in this
Chamber—the hon. member for Bulloo. The
hon. member is a study. T'he hon. member has
had a very prosperous career in this country,
and to his credit, because I understand that he
has worked his way up from the bottom of the
Jadder. He is said to have been a fencer at one
time——

Mr. Dawson: He is a fencer yet.

Mr. HIGGS: And it is to his credit that he
should have worked himself up to such a high
position as the representative of Thargomindah
—the representative of Bulloo. Butit is not to
his credit that he should endeavour to ape the
airs and graces of the last of a long line of aristo-
crats. (Opposition laughter.) Itis amusing to
see him stalking into the library and calling the
librarian’s assistant as if he were some Simon
Tappertit.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr, HIGGS : The Home Secretary need not
glare at me in that way. I suppose that if that
hon. gentleman challenges me to combat it will
be with pistols or sabres, as being a military
gentleman he would never descend to fisticuffs,
That would be something too common. Nowlet
us proceed.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : Hear, hear!

Mr. HIGGS : The hon. member for Lockyer
is very anxious to get to business. I think that
hon. member on one occasion found it necessary
to attack the hon. member for Bulloo, and he
charged him with having got a mortgage upon an
hon. member of this House so that he could
command his vote.

Mr., ABMSTRONG : I never said such an un-
parliamentary thing in my life.

Mr. HIGGS : I think 1t is very appropriate
that I should draw attention here to the absence
from this Bill of a very necessary clause which
is found in the Imperial statutes preventing a
company from carrying prize-fighters along their
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route. Prize-fighting may become very prevalent
inlQueensland. The South African war seems to
be responsible for a good many things, and I do
not know whether it may not be responsible for
the militant and combative attitude of a number
of members of this House; but I suggest that
there should be a clause in this Bill as there is in
the Imperial statutes preventing this company
carrying prize-fighting parties along this line.
The Secretary for Railways will see the clause if
he looks up the series of amendments I have
taken the trouble to get printed in connection
with his Callide Bill. I understand that an
amateur athletic club here is turning out boxers
by the score, and that another athletic club at
Breskfast Creek has a number of proficients.
Although they are amateur institutions, there is
no telling what may follow the example the hon.
member for Bulloo wants to set by fighting in
Queen street,

Mr. Lea”Y : Noj; it is my boot I would use.

Mr. HIGGS : There is no telling what may
happen if this kind of thing is to go on, and we
may have parties of persons interested in prize-
fighting going to the wilds of Mount Garnet,
to carry on these tussles of skill and strength.
I am not going to be at all disturbed by the
challenge of the hon. member for Bulloo ; but
I wonder he did not say in the words of his
compatriot: “ Come out, and I'll put you out.”
I do not intend to modify my opposition to these
Bills, because of the threats of hon. gentle-
men. Probably in the time to come, whea the
private railway syndicates have got possession
of Queensland as they have of America, they
may have, as they have there, what I think is
known as a ‘‘Bludger,” to waylay honest
politicians and newspaper men who dare ex-
press their honest convictions, and give them a
beating.

Hon. D. H. DarryMpLE: It is the anarchist
who waylays people.

Mr, HIGGS : The anarchist is the outcome of
what hon. gentlemen in this Assembly propose
to establish in Queensland. The anarchist is the
outcome of trusts, huge rings, and monopolists.
Legislators can deal with every class of offenders
against the law but the anarchist. The man who
sees what he believes to be a grisvance requiring
a remedy, and finding that legislature is slow to
move, declares that he will himself endeavour to
effect a reformatinrn or lose his life in the
attempt—that man cannot be dealt with.

The SPEAKER.: Order, order!

Mr, HIGGS: Itis because the physical force
anarchist is in exisience in America as the out-
come of ths granting of huge concessions to
private syndicates and monopolists, that I intend
to do my level best to prevent the granting of
concessions to private syndicates in Australia.
I can see it growing. I cun see that if the
Ministry are able to get the Mount Garnet Bill
and the half-a-dozen other Bills for private
railways through the House, they will have
trunk lines throughout the Northern portion of
the colony, where in ten or fifteen years there
may be a popalation of 1,000,000, and where in
fifty years there may be many millions of people.
This 1s why I will do my best to oppose these
Bills. Hon. members opposite seem irritated at
the opposition to these mieasures, and seem to
think that itis trivial and absurd, but if they
are successful in carrying these proposals they
will in $ime to come, if they live long enough,
regret the day when they proposed these depar-
tures from the policy of the country in the con-
struction of railways.

Mr. Lesina: No; they will get up then and
say they opposed ‘it.

Mr., HIGGS: The evil outcome of the action
of the Government in abandoning the policy of
State railways is shown in the latest prospectus
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issued to the public of Queensland, and which
was brought before the House last evening by
the leader of the Opposition. I could have
wished that the matter had come before the
House on a definite motion of adjournment that
it might have been kept together and published
to the public of Queensland in a concrete form
instead of being sandwiched into a long debate
upon the second reading of a Bill, and so that
the Premier would not have been able to dispose
of the matter by turning to other arguments con-
nected with the Bill, but would havehad to reply
to the contentions of hon. members on this side.
Tam afraid that this Chillagoe Mines prospectus

may be lost sight of in the lengthy

[4 p.m.] discussion that may take place on
this Bill. You, Sir, have allowed
considerable latitude to speakers, and as

full discussion on this subject cannot be
burked, it may be as well, on the second
reading of this Bill, for me to lay all parti-
culars before the House. I think this is a
very, very serious matter —that promoters of
these mining companies are to be allowed to go
unchecked and undeterred, with the exception of
a mild protest from the officials in the Mines
Department. With regard to the prospectus
issued by the Chillagoe Company Mines, No
Liability, Mr. Dunstan, the Assistant Govern-
ment Geologist of Queensland, is reported to
say—

The properties belonging to the Admiral Sampson
Chillagoe Company are comprised in the following
leases :(—

1. TarraNa lrrr.—Lease No. 1217, area 40 acres.

2. Tarraxa Norrir.—Lease No. 1218, area 10 acres.

3. TARTANA Sovril—Lease No. 1219, area 10 acres.
4. Mapras.—Lease No. 1224, area 10 acres.

5. PrusiDENT McKiNLEY.—Lease No. 1221, area 10
acres.

6. Royar Stanvarp.—Lease No. 1260, area 10 acres.

7. LittaN.—Lease No. 1220, area 10 acves.

8. Erva~x.—Lease No, 1223, area 10 acres.

9. Wanrock.—Lease No. 1222, area 10 acres.

10. ApMrraL 8anpsox.—Lease No. 1175, area 10 acves,

Since acquired—

11. MonNTr Vipgo.—Lease No. 1368, area 20 acres.

12. MADRAS BEXTENDED.~—Lease No. 1369, arca 80

acres.,

All of these are situated to either the north, north-
west, or west of Mungana (Girofla). The Wanlock,
Elvan, and President McKinley are on Watson’s Creek
waters flowing into the Mitchell River; but all the
others are in country drained by creeks running into
the Walsh River,

The first paragraph appears to have been
manipulated. The prospectus reads—

Bach lease or mine is treated separately, and
although I have had recourse to certificates and
returns showing what tests have been made of the
stones from many of them, yet in any deductions I
have relied exelusively on the results of samples taken
by myself.

The word ““my” bhas been left ouf before the
word ‘‘deductions.” The prospectus goes on—

With the text matter of this report are submitted
drawings of the leases, showing boundaries, outcrops
of copper ore, lodes, workings, ete., and a4t the end of
eacl will be found assay of rwsults from the samples
taken during my recent examination.

The words, ‘“of each,” have been inserted to suit
the promoters of these companies, and some of
these nine signatures to this prospectus must
have been forged. TUnder the Criminal Code
any person who signs a false document, knowing
it to be false, with the intent to induce any
person to do or refrain from doing any act, is
liable to imprisonment with hard labour for three
years, I invite the Premier’s attention to clause
186 of the Criminal Code. The corrections which
were xent to the Telegraph by two of the directors
of the company are of a limited character, These
corrections must have been made by the Mines
Department, because no one else had access to
Mr. Dunstan’s original report; that is, unless
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with the consent of the Mines Department. On
the face of it, it appears that the corrected copy
of Mr. Dunstan’s report was supplied to the
Telegraph by the Mines Department, and, as it
appears, it 1s not a complete report, as can be
seen by the certified copy of the report appearing
in the Courier. The prospectus continues as
follows :—

TARTANA LEASE, No. 1217.
Area, 40 acres.

Position.—Tartana is situated on the eastern side of
Bowler Creek, and about four miles above the junction
of the creek with the Walsh River, and is about fifteen
miles north-west from Mungana (Girofia), See accom-
panying map.

Geological Features.—Tartana Hill is comprised of
alternating beds of quartzites and shales.

The word *‘composed” is *comprised” in the
original report—

The rocks have been subjected to considerable altera-
tion, ‘and are very much crumpled and contorted.
They have a varying dip, but only oscillate a few
degrees from the vertical, and have a general strike to
the north-west.

The quartzites and shales are in layers of 3 inches or
4 inches thickness.

Hers is a typographical error—the absence of the
word ““in”—

And it is in the immense number of these which
make up the greater part ot the mass ol tartana Hill,
The remaining portions are nearly all shales, with beds
of quartzites here and there.

The copper occurs mostly as carbonates and oxides
disseminated through the layers of quartzites and
shales; but it also oceurs as veins filling up the joints
found across the bedding planes of the rocks.

Here 1s a typographical eivor. After the word
‘““found,” in the original, are the words, “in
many places.”

Some of the veins have been formed on what may be
faunlts, but nothing could be seen showing whether
there are leaders from a main lode or simply small
fissures filled by segregation from the surrounding
formation.

Taking the deposit as a whole, there is no evidence
forthcoming to show that it has emanated from a lode
formation below the present outerop, hut to hazard an
opinion I should say the whole of it lias been an impreg-
nation brought about in the first place by the crump-
ling of the rocks, and next to the resulting permea-
bility of the rocks within the range of crumpling
to aqueous mineral solutions. The copper minerals
have been deposited not only in the joints, but also in
the beds themselves, and it is quite possible that these
beds have originally contained some solid mineral sub-
stance which, when coming in contact with the aqueous
cupriferous solutions, has acted as a precipitant for the
eopper.

This would sccount for the presence of the copper in
such finely disseminated particles in the stone, ard
may also account for the presence of the copper in
some of the other deposits outside Tartana.

‘We may then consider the deposit as an impregnated
zone of crumpled sedimentary rocks.

And here is an omission by the promoters of this
syndicate—the omission of the words ““and not
as a lode formation.” The prospectus then
reads—

Prospecting Work.—The work carried out on the hill
has been of a very satisfactory character in enabling an
estimate being formed of the value of the deposit.

The intention, originally, of putting in drives and
sinking shafts was not for the purpose of proving the
value of the deposit as a whole. but to get out payable
ore to send away at once for smelting. The work done,
however, has served to show what the whole body of the
stone will probably be like. The tunnel from the
west—

There is a typographical error here—the omission
of the letters “‘ern "—

side of the hill hasbeen driven to cut out a vein of “ tile
ore,” and carried in to a distance of 82 feet from the
south.

The word *“‘south” is “mouth” in the original.

Carbonates of copper occur throughout the length of
the tunnel, and a sample of this ore taken from every
portion of the tunnel as far as the cross drive (see plan
of Tartuna workings further on), and representing,
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without picking, all grades of ore (except the tile ore
previously removed) gave on assay the following
return :—

Tartana Tunnel.—Gold, 0 oz. 4 dwt. 13 gr.; silver, 1 oz.
15 dwt. 12 gr,; copper, 7 per cent. per ton.

The startling alteration from } per cent. to 7
per cent. was referred to last night by the leader
of our party. Now the difference between $ per
cent. and 7 per cent. is very striking. In
money, of course, it means in the one case bs. in
£100 and in the other £7 in £100. To
alter figures in that way in a prospectus that is
published to the world in order to induce the
unsuspecting public to take shares is a fraud.

Mr., Dawson : Hear, hear! A swindle,

Mr. HIGGS: Now, seeing the Government
took such trouble last session to pass the
Criminal Code, in which provision is made for a
case of this kind, it is their bounden duty to take
action in the matter. Section 438 of the code
reads—

False Statemenis by Officials of Companies.

438. Any person who, being a promoter, director,
officer, or auditor of a corporation or company, either
existing or intended to be formed, makes, circulates, or
publishes, or concnrs in making, circulating, or publish-
ing, any written statement or acecount which, in any
material particular, is to his knowledge false, with
intent thereby to effect any of the purposes following,
that is to say,—

(@) To deceive or defraud any member, sharcholder,
or creditor, of the corporation or company,
whether a particular person or not;

(b) To induce any person, whether a particular per-
son or not, to becone a member of, or to intrust
or advance any property to, the corporation or
company, or to enter into any security for
the benefit thereof;

is guilty of a erime, and is liable to imprisonment with
hard labour for seven years, with or without »olitary
confinement,

The HoME SECRETARY : Very poor stone-
walling, and very thinly disguised.

Mr. HIGGS : Now, the Home S:cretary is in
charge of the Police Department. He has under
his control a most efficient police service. We
have in this prospectus an offence against the
law ; and if the hon. gentleman finds apathy on
the part of his officers, he should put the law in
motion himself. If a poor ragged fellow, who
is hard up for a feed, steals a pair of boots from
a shop in Queen street, he is sent to gaol. Yes,
I thought that my remarks in that respect
would prove too much for the hon. member—the
fretful porecupine—who sits opposite.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Hon., D. H. Darrymprg: The hon. gentle-
man is called away.

Mr. HIGGS: 1 withdraw that.

Hon, D. H. DALRYMPLE: Y ou might naturally
conclude that that was so without insulting the
hon. gentleman,

Mr. HIGGS : The hon. member is so extremely
touchy himself that really T may be pardoned if
T allow my indignation to break out.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. HIGGS : The prosyectus goes on—

Mr. ForsyTs ; What has this to do with the
Bill before the House ?

My. DawsoN: Why don’t you listen ?

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. HIGGS: I hope the hon. member for
Carpentaria will not draw me off the track,
because I shall probably say something to him,
and he will invite me out, too, and then I shall
have three duels on hand—with the Home Secre-
tary, the hon. member for Bulloo, and the hon.
member for Carpentaria. Why, I will not be
game to go down the street soon, and I shall
have to get the Home Secretary to allow a con-
stable to accompany me.

Mr. ForsyTH : You will want a coat of mail.

Mr. HIGGS : Yes, or wear a coat of mail.

The SPEAKER : Order!
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Mr. HIGGS : The prospectus goes on—

A sample taken in the same manner from the end of
the tunuel to the erossdrive and also along the cross-
drive gave the Tollowing results :—

End of tunnel and crossdrive.—Gold, a trace; silver,
13 dwt. 1 gr.; copper, 12 per cent. per ton.

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : Irise toa point
of order. I submit that the hon. member’s
remarks are entirely irrelevant to the question
under discussion.

The SPEAKER:
Mackay —

Mr. Dawsox: The Chillagoe mines are in the
same district.

The SPEAKER : Will the hon, member be
good enough to preserve order ? The hon. mem-
ber for Mackay bas raised the question as to
whether the remarks of the hon, member for
Fortitude Valley are in order. Itis not always
easy to determined the precise relevancy of an
argument. I understand that the hon. member
for Fortitude Valley is addressing himself to a
certain prospectus in connection with the North
Chillagoe Mine, and that bhe is doing that in
support of the general contention of hon. mem-
bers on that side that it is not desirable to confer
upon private companies the powers contained in
the Bill now before the House, I am not dis-
posed at the present stage to rule the hon. mem-
ber out of order, but I would ask him to remem-
ber that the question before the House is a
motion for the second reading of this Bill, and
that there are limits beyond which discussion
should not be permitted.

Mr. HIGGYS : I have every desire to keep my
remarks within reasonable bounds. I am sure
the hon. member for Mackay will see that it is
no use endeavouring to burke discussion of this
important mstter by raising such frivolous points
of order.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. HIGGS : I donot wish to get angry over
this matter, and I can assure the hon, member
for Mackay that I will do my best to make my
remarks relevant to the motion for the second
reading of the Bill. My remarks may seem
prosy to the hon. gentleman, who is such an
entertaining debater himself, but I may inform
him that I regard the concessions that are being
given to private railway syndicates as fraught
with very great danger to the future of Aus-
tralia, and especially of Queensland, and that I
want £0 show that the policy of the Government,
as disclosed by placing before this House half-a-
dozen private syndicate railway Bills, this year
and last year also, is leading to the birth of a class
of promoters who are prepared to adopt any
means to break thelaw, and todeceive and defraud
the public. T am trying to show that this pros-
pectus is the outcome of the departure from the
State railway policy, and that it is the
duty of the Premier, not to dismiss the matter
with the wave of the hand as he did last night,
not to claim credit for the Mines Department
in a scornful tone, but to take up the matter in
earnest and put a stop to it—to abandon the
policy of private railway construction which
leads to such results, and to return to a policy
which will, T am sure, have the support and
acquiescence of hon. members on this side of the
House. The hon, gentleman should also put in
motion the officers of the law who are charged
with the duty of maintaining order and decency
in the community, and honesty, of course, cores
within the category of order and decency. When
I was interrupted in that most ungenerous way
by the hon. member for Mackay, I was reforring
to the fact that on page 12 of this prospectus the
words ‘‘copper, 12 per cent.” were printed. The
certified copy of the report, it appears, contains
the words ‘12 per cent,” but the original copy

The hon. member for
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says ‘‘ *12 per cent.,” which is a very different
thing. Of course we can see—that is, printers can
sece—that it is very easy for the full point to be
blurred and to he almost undecipherable to the
reader, so that we may pass that by and give the
promoters the benefit of the doubt. The pros-
pectus proceeds to say—-

By grading and picking the stone the copper can be
brought up to several per cent., and this can be further
increased by the very rich veins of tile ore.

The return of over 4 dwt. of gold to the ton is a
remarkable yield, and it will be the business of your
mining manager to determine if this gold is scatiered
throughout the ore or oceurring as rich shonts. On the
data furnished above, and supposing all the gold in the
sample to come from it, a shoot, say, 10 feet wide,
would yield at the rate 1 oz, 2 dwt. 17 gr. per ton.

E3 * * *

A sample from Shaft No.l—see plan of working—
where no vein of rich ore is in sight, but where the copper
is more uniformly scattered, gave the following yield :—

Shatt No. 1.—Gold, 1 oz. 1 dwt. 7 gr.; silver, 4 oz.
14 dwt. 17 gr.; copper, 7°5 per cent. per ton.

This shaft is connected a2t the bottom to the cross-
drive leading off from the western tunnel, and the test
indicates the stone to be richer away to the west—and
above the level of the cross-drive—

““east” it is in the original—
of the tunnel, and above the level of the cross-drive.

An open cut has been made from the north-west end
of the hill for a distance of 100 feet, and at the end an
open crosscut has been made at right angles. A sample
was taken of tlhie ore in these workings by stripping
from all the sides and the lower parts of the open cross-
eut, and this yielded the following :—

Open Cut No. 1.—Gold, 0 oz. 3 dwt. 6 gr. ; silver, 0 0z
19 awt. 14 gr. ; copyper, 24 per cent. per ton.

This return further indicates the presence of gold-
bearing stons, and also that the stone continues from
thie tunnel to the open cut.

A sample taken from the top of the open crosscut at
the end of the open cut assayed as follows :—

Open Crosseut.—Gold, trace ; silver, 20z, 5dwt. 1 gr.;
copper, 898 per cent. per ton.

From this and the preceding assay returns it is
evident that the stone above the level of the open cub
and—
and here is an insertion by the promoters—
“tunnel, and between and around the open
crosseut —
and shaft No. 1 is rich in copper—
and here is a suppression by the promoters—
“but poor in gold »—those words are left out—

and, further, that the stone at the level of the open cut
and tunnel is poor in copper, but rich in gold. As the
stone at the open cut and some portions of the tnonel
near the mouth are weathered and jointed, it is quite
possible the copper has been leached out and deposited
at lower levels not yet prospected.

A quarry face has been opened to the south of No. 1
shaft, and i about level with the top of No. 1 shaft.
Ore has been sent away from here, as well as from other
parts of the mine, to the smelters at Girofla, and it has
been sufficiently rich to pay working expenses, smelt-
ing charges, and transit by pack-horses over many miles
of rough country.

A sample taken from this guarry face has in it none
of this kind of ore, but was stripped from the face of
rock exposed during the working out of these richer
portions, so that the return is the minimum of what
may be expected.

Quarry Face.—Gold, trace ; silver, 1 0z.9 dwt. 9 gr.;
copyer, 699 per cent. per ton.

I have purposely avoided taking samples of stone
which does not show what the average would be, hut as
there are several tons of ore at grass at the mouth of
the tunnel, and at the open cut, the returns from
there will indieate how the copper yield may be
increased by hand pieking :—~

Picked ore at tunnel mouth: Gold, trace; silver,
3 0z. 5 dwt. 3 gr.; copper, 1077 per cent. per ton.

Picked ore at open cut: Gold, trace; silver, 3 oz.
15 awt. ; copper, 13-41 per cent. per ton.

Your company’s agent has taken samples from the

tunnel and open cut. From the former
[430 p.m.] assays show nearly 30 per cent. of copper,

and over 4 oz. of silver, and from the latter,
over 12} per cent. of copper and 7% oz. of silver,
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The words “with no gold in either case” were
omitted by the promoters--an important omis-
sion,

Assays made for the purpose of determining which
would be suitable ore for smelting at Girofla show
returns up to 85 per cent. of copper, and from a certifi-
cate supplied me by Mr. A. Blakey, from the records of
the assay books of the old Chillagoe Copper Company,
it seems that a sample taken on the smelter fioor of
about 11 tons of ore gave, on assay, 22'6 per cent, of
copper.

Now, here is another suppression by the pro-
moters—

And a trace of silver, with no gold.

Those are words which might have an important
effect on the success of the prospectus. On this
page, 6, there is an important omission made by
the promoters.

But none of them show more than a trace of gold. As

they invariably show high returns of copper it is very
probable that the stone carrying the goid will be very
poor in copper. In taking previous “average’ samnples
there may have been just a tendency to avoid taking
stone carrying little or no copper, and without knowing
how these samples were taken, or how the assays were
made, it is quite possible the stone carrying the gold
has been passed over or neglected in treafment.
Mzr. Dunstan evidently did not take much notice
of the promoters who wished him to overlook
these mines. On that page it is seen that there
are three most important suppressions — ** but
poor in gold”; ““no gold in either case”; and the
third, ““and a trace of silver, with no gold.”

Coming now to the workings to the south-east,
which are about 150 feet from shaft No. 1—an open
cut, No. 2, has been nade from shaft No. 2, in an
easterly direction, the object heing at the time it was
made to cut a rich vein of “tile ore.” All along the
sides of this open cut I have sampled the stone which was
considered too poor to remove to the smelters, and
from the assay returns a fair estimate can be formed of
the quality of the stone across the hill at this place.
The returns from assay are as follows :—Qpen cut, No, 2:
Gold, a trace; silver, 6 oz. 19 dwt. 11 gr.; copper, 75
per cent. per ton.

Shaft No, 3 has been sunk below the level of the
hottom of the open cut No. 2, but is now filled in with
debris.

There is a typographical error here—the omission
of the word “that.” It reads—

But is now filled in with debris, so that no informa-
tion regarding it is available.

Here comes an important suppression of some-
thing that appears in the Government Geologist’s
report—

I should infer, however, that the ore is of a poor

quah_ty, oherwise some care would have been taken in
keeping it open for inspection.
The shaft probably turned out to be a duffer,
and they filled it up, and then when the geolo-
gist goes to inspect the mines—the Government
Geologist, in whom the country is likely to place
confidence—when he infers that the ore is of poor
quality, otherwise care would be taken to keep
it open for inspection, this is cut out of the
report by these promoters., I think this is
another instance of fraud and false pretences on
their part.

It is sunk in rather an important position, and quite
possibly was put down to see whether the rich vein of
ore round_ in the open cut continued in depth.

Supposmg the shaft, then, came on poor stone, and
that the rich copper vein pinched out in depth, we
must rely on what the assay shows ol the stonc
from the open cut. TFrom our inspection of the
surface—-

There is another typographical error. Tt should
be ““an” inspection.

From our inspection of the surface between the
quarry face and shatt No. 1 and the open cut No. 2, the
ore in the quartzites and shales occur rvegulaxly dis-
§cmxnated and by no means poor in quality, and there
is every probability that between these workings the
whole of the formation would yield fair returns of
copper. It is here I would strongly advise further
prospecting work to be carried out, when the whole of
the hill for 400 feet of its length will have heen tested.

‘The shaft No. 2 is over 200 feet east from the No. 1
shaft, and about the same distance north-west from
No. 2 open cut, and as there are no workings between
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them, it is not known yet if the ore in No. 2 shaft is
connected in any way with that more to the west. The
surface from No. 2 shaft towards the other workings
show copper freely, and several places exist where
prospecting could be judiciously carried out.

Shaft NMo. 2 has been sunk 35 feet deap, and a sample
picked from the whele of the stone taken out of the
shaft (with tbe exception of about 6 tons of picked
orel, gave the following returns on assay :—

Shaft No. 2—Gold, a trace ; silver, 0 oz. 13 dwt. 1 gry
coppey, 7-32 per cent. per ton.

T wasnot informed of any stone from the shaft being
removed for smelting purposes at Girofla-—-

Here is another suppression. *‘Picked” ore,
the geologist says; the promoters leave the
word ‘¢ picked” out, and would leave the public
to infer that this was average ore instead of
something which had been picked for a special
purpose—

and so infer that the 6 tons of ore represents the
total amount of high-grade ore taken from the shaft.
This high-grade ore assayed as follows :— .
The word *“ picked’ is again left out—

Ore at No. 2 shaft: Gold, trace; silver, 1 oz. 7 dwt.
18 gr.; copper, 22:99 per cent. per ton.

Stone can be obtained from this shaft giving on
assay 47 per cent. of copper, but this return will be from
a picked specimen, and do not represent an average
yield by any means,

It is somewhat surprising that they left that in—

At the same time, it must he remembered that stone
of such quality does exist, and will serve to increase
the average of the greater bulk of the stone.

While on the question of ——

Here is another suppression—the word “‘ picked”
is left out
samples for assay, it may be mentioned that at least
a dozen assays have been made of Tartana stone, and
taken from all parts of the hill, giving returns of copper
of over 20 per cent. per ton. Great care must be taken
that these small bodies of rich ore are worked out with
the larger and poorer hodies of stong———

And here is something left out which is a little
extraordinary—

otherwise the return of the poor stone might be too
low for working when the mine has been robbed of its
rich patches,

Then the prospectus proceeds—

Towards the south-west of the No. 2 open cut the
surface has not been disturbed, but there is abundant
evidence to show that the copper occurs nearly all over
the hill in this direction (the area is coloured green on
the accompanying plan), and, although the deposits do
not require developing just at present, they will be
available for future usa.

PROBABLE CHARACTER OF THE ORE BELOW THE
PRESENT WORKINGS.

In the previous remarks about Tartana, the reference
has been entirely contined to the ore on the surface, or
what iy found in the workings, but now we will con-
sider the probable character of the ore below the work-
ings.

The ores in and above the workings are exclusively
oxidised ores—being carbonates or oxides, hoth being
formed fromn the decomposition of sulphide ores—and
although there is a large hody of stone of this class in
sight and at once available for smelting, yet it wounld
be premature to determine what method of treatment
should be adopted withont knowing what class of ores
will be found at and below water level.

Metallurgical trcatment of surface ores is a different
matter to the treatment of the ores found at water-
level, and it will be necessary to at once determine
what the nature of these ores are below water-level,

As the constant leaching out of the copper in the
surface ores is going on, there is a corresponding con-
centration {aking place lower down, and consequently
the percentage of copper in the ores on the surface
might be mueh less than the same class of ores near
water-level; and as the copper is leached out of the
surface stoxie, so also are othier metals which might be
associated with the copper, and so at water-level other
minerals might be found lieving an irmsportant bearing
on its treatment. Therefors, it will he advisable to put
down prospecting shafts to test the ores at water-level,
and when the sulphides are found the method of
metallurgical treatment may be counsidered.

FACITITIES FOR MINING, SMELTING, AND
TRANSIT.
The top of Tartany Hill is about 70 feet above the
level of the tunnel, but the average height for about
400 feet along the hill would be about 40 feet, and a
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width, perhaps, of 50 feet. This all carries copper, and
would be available for stoping out. But the ore is
found in so wmany places outside this block, particularly
to the east around No. 2 shaft, that the quantity of
stone may be considerably angmented. Much of this
ore could be worked by incline tramways at a small
cost. but the ore below the level of the tunnel will, of
course, cost more for mining.

The stone is not of a hard nature, and sinking and
mining will not be eostly. Timber for mining purposes
is not in abundance around the mines, but

And here is an _important omission of the words
“it is said that” by the promoters. The
geologist was not prepared to take the responsi-
bility of saying that six miles from Tartana the
timber was excellent for mining purposes, and he
used the expression ‘it is said”—

six miles from Tartana the timber is excellent for all
mining work, both on the surface and below ground.

The water guestion is not a serious one, and Bowler
Creek affords a site for the construetion of a dam for
water conservation if the present supply is found
insutfieient.

A position for building works can be selected on a
flat on the western side of Tartana Hill, and a great
part of the ore required could be run direct to them
from the mine if tramlines were laid down.

If it were deemed advisable to take the ore from the
mine to he smelted at Chillagoe, no difficulty would be
met with in constructing a line of railway to connect
the two places; and in buildinga bridge ncross the
Walsh River, which would be necessary, a site exists
which is naturally adapted for the purpose.

The important suppressions on this page are: 1,
the word ¢ picked ”; 2, the word “* picked ”’; and
3, the word ““ picked.” Three important omissions
of words which mighthaveledto the abandenment
of the flotation of the company as a non-success.
But probably the most serious manipulation and
distortion of this geologist’s report occurs on page
9, It proceeds—

TARTANA NORTH LEASE, NO. 1218,
Area, 10 acres.

Position.—The lease adjoins the main Tartana lease,
and is sitnated not the north but to the west of the Tar-
tana workings, Bowler Creek runs through the lease
obliquely. (See general plan of leases at Tartana at end
of report.)

Geological Features.—The country rocks are similar
in many respects to those on Tartana Hill, but they are
not so siliceous, and, in consequence, while Tartana has
remained a prominent feature in the landscape, Tartana
North is low and ridgy. The general strike and inclina-
tion of the rocks also are similar to Tartana.

Prospecting Work.—Except tracing the outerops of
some of the copper ore along the surface, no prospecting
work has heen carried out, but its close proximity
to Tartana Hill makes its position one of importance.

Samples taken previously by your agentshow returns
of from 12 per ceut. to 48 per cent. of copper, and up to
4 oz. of silver per ton.

Here there is another important suppression of
the words “but as there is no body of stone,
these returns can be taken for just what they are
worth.,” The suppression of that is extremely
important, because had it been published, the
general public who might be_thinking of invest-
ing in this company would have hesitated to
do so. Samples, you see, were taken by an
agent of the company, who was an interested

parby.

TARTANA SOUTH LEASE, No. 1219.
Area, 19 acres.

Position.—The lease adjoins Tartana on the south-
eastern houndary.

(ieological Yeatures. — The country is the south-
castern extension of the mass of tilted beds of rocks
forining Tartana I, but the quartzites and interbedded
shales have been vontorted and disturbed, but the pre-
ponderance ol shalex have allowed yuore disintegration
and denudation of the surfaccat this end of the copper-
bearing rocks than on the hill.

Prospecting Work.—7The trend of the rocks carrying
copper—--—

The word ““ore” is left out here by the pro-
moters, for some reason or another—

arc such that they appear to extend in a direction
somewhat to the west of Tartana Hil, and although
rich copper—-—
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““Ore ” is left out here again—

(as small veins of carhanate of copper in the quartzites,
and as loose ‘‘floaters” on the surface) is quite com-
mon~——-

The word “ floaters” is quoted here, I under-
stand it is a term applied to certain good speci-
mens which would be very valuable in forming
an estimate of what a mine would be likely to be
worth, and I should not wonder if the quoting of
the word was intended to imply that this company
put some ‘“ floaters” on the ground the geologist
was about to examine. From what I have heard
of the practices of gentlemen interested in the
floating of mines, I should not be at all surprised
to learn that that had been done in this case—
yet a good deal of diseriminating prospecting work will
require to be undertaken to ascertain what connection
exists with the main outcrop of Tartana Hill. The
position of the lease is unquestionably a good one, and
although the strike of the rocks bear away to the west
of Tartana IIill from this lease, yet the body of ore
exposed at Tartana has its axis in the direction of
Tartana South,
The prospectus speaks of the
Then there is the signature—
(Signed) BENJAMIN DUNSTAN,

Assistant Government Geologist.
Now comes an important mutilation, for the
Government Geologist, according to his pub-
lished report, states that he put at the end of the
report a table of certain assay returns. That
table was suppressed in this prospectus ; but in
its place was put another table, prepared by
“ Alexander Orr, ¥.G.8., Analyist,” of Sydney.
This table is a most elaborate one, showing
highly successful results, and the great prospects
ahead of this mine. This is the fraudulent
interpolation—

Analytical Laboratory and Assay Office,
109 Pitt street, Sydney,

11th April, 1899.
CERTIFICATE oF AssAay, No, 106/1,

“longer” axis,

-3 " Tead
. -] Gold Silver
Mines. § 2 | perTon. | perTon. Cper
8 ent,
1
| Oz. dt. gr.| Oz dt. gr.
1 Tartana .| 387} Trace 1718
2 Tartana .. 12973 Nil 4 116
3 Tartana 21-49 Nil 6 10 16
4 Tartana ... 11276 Nil 710 0
5 Tartana L 5L 0 0 9 2 020
6 Tartana Nil 6 10 16
7 Tartana Nil 1311 3
8 Tartana Nl | 511 O
9 Tartana 0069, 290
10 Tartana Nil | 016 8
11 Tartana Nit 117 ©
12 Tartana Nil 199
13 Tartana Nil 6 10 16
14 Tartana Nil Trace
15 Tartana N, 23-16 Nil 4 116
16 Tartana N, 30°25 Nil 0 3 6
17 Tartana N. 12-13 Nil 0 919
18 MeKinley Nil 18 15 16
19 Elvan ... 0 8 4| 1012 8
20 Wanlock Nil 21512
21 Lilian ... Nil 018 0
22 Tartana N, ... 4649 Nil Nil
23 Tartana N, 31-52 Nil 116 0
21 Tartana 1576 Nil 16 6 16
25 Madras . 236 Nil 10318 0 62
26 Wanlock ... 14718 Nil 8 6 8
28 and 30 Royal 1164 Nil 6168 0
Standard ;
23 Tartana N. ... ' 4908 Nil 212 0
31 Monte Video .. 1'86 Ni1 290 30
32 Admiral Samp- 20:09| 0 015 15 0 0
son
i

ALEXANDER Oz, F.G.8., Analyst,

This table, as I said, was interpolated in the
Government eologist’sreport, and Mr, Dunstan’s
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table was suppressed. I will now take the liberty
of reading Mr. Dunstan’s table. It is as fol-
lows :—

TABLE OF ASSAY RETURNS,

Gold per
¢ T

: . y Silver per e
Mine or Lease. o, n. | Copper.
- 5,, N !
10z, at. gr. | Oz. dt. gr.| Per cent.
Admiral Sampson | 0 3 6 6 518 222
Elvan ... Trace 818 0 24-6
Elvan .. 0 11 (15 9 0 387
President McKinley Trace 11 5 9 156
Madras ... 38 716 &1
Madras ... 26 10 6 ‘69
Madras ... Trace 2018 3 Trace
Madras .., Trace 4 116 Trace
Madras Trace 21512 Trace
Madras i Trace 4 8 4 Trace
Madras ... Trace 111 8 .
Tartana .., 0 413 115 22 ipe
Tartana .., Trace 013 1 ipe
Tartana .., 017 4 14 17 75
Tartana 0 3 6 019 14 24
Tartana ... Trace 2 51 808
Tartana ... Trace 1 99 6-99
Tartana ... Trace 315 3 1077
Tartana .., oo | Trace 315 0 13-91
Tartana wo| Trace 6 19 11 75
Tartana ... . Trace 013 1 733
Tartana i Trace L 2:99

¢ - 718 l 2
PresidentMcKinley !  Trace 6 11 15 .
The three following assays were from the Monte
Video Mine, close to President McKinley, and the
samples were taken from all the exposed portions of
the lode :—
Monte Video
Monte Video
Monte Video

Trace 3 018 1
Trace 118 5 Trace
Trace 0 513 ] .

Now out of nineteen assays there are two in
which there was no gold at all, and

[5 p.m.] in five only were there traces. The
object of inserting a table which

the Government Geologist knew nothing about,
and suppressing the Government Geologist’s
table, was evidently because the publication of

the table of the Government Geologist
would not lead to the logical deductions
of the promoters — the logical deductions

which the leader of the white Labour party
read last night—*‘a rich goldmine within a rich
copper-mine.” The publication of this table is
a fraudulent misrepresentation, and surely
somsbody must be guilty of wrongdoing, On
page 10 the prospectus goes on—

MADRAS LEASE, LEASE No, 1224.
. Area, 10 acres.

Position.—Close to and on the west side of Ashton-
ville Creek, and about two miles north-north-west from
the junction of Bowler Creek and Walsh River, and
about fitteen miles north-west from Mungana (Girofla)
See accompanying map.

Geological Features.—The country rock is mostly a
decomposed clay slate, but a greenish felspathic sand-
§tone occurs in places. The trend of the country rock
is generally north-west and south-east, and also in this
direction the veins or lodes or mineral-bearing rocks
outerop.

The ore-bearing rocks are decomposed on the surface,
and a difficulty is experienced in determining from
appearances which are country rocks and which is lode
matter. Veins, however, are seen which are more pro-
nounced than the rocks on either side, and from the
ferruginons character of the outcrops and the presence
of arsenic it is probable they are veins of decomposed
mispickel (sulph-arsenide of iron). Judging from what
ghe &ndergrouud workiogs show, these veins separate in

epth,

And here is an important suppression again—
““but there is no evidence to show if they pinch
out or come together again.” The prospectus
then reads—

_On the top of a ridge running parallel with the longer
sides of the lease (north-west and south-east) the out-
crops extend. frpm one end of the lease to the other. In
some places it is seen to pinch, but in many places it is
several feet wide, .
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Outcrops of similar-looking stone carrying mineral are
to be found outside the lease, and the appearances on
the surface so promising, both as regards thickness and
extent, that the advisability of at once extending the
area of ten acres was pointed out to your agents. These
outerops may pre« ve more valuable than those opened up
on the lease, but absolutely no work bas been done on
them so far.

Generally the lodes—or what may be better termed
lenticular deposits—are irregular both in thickness and
in length, dying out and making again along the north-
west and south-east direction, sometimes being only a
few inches wide, sometimes several feet. The length of
one such deposit, as an example, is 120 feet.

Prospecting work—Some time ago—-

“Some time ago”-—words of the prospectus;
“Some years ago”—words of the Government
Geologist. Now, what was the idea of putting
the words “Some time ago”? Was it because
““Some time ago” sounds less ominous than
““Some years ago ”?—the words ‘‘Some years
ago ” conveying the idea that the mine is probably
some abandoned shaft. An offence of that sort
is not so grave as some of the others, and
probably the judge would say, if the promoters
were brought before him for having issued such
a prospectus, that a sentence of six months
would meet the offence. Of course the other
offences would be more serious—

Prospecting Work.—Some years ago the mine was
exploited for silver. Trenches were cut and shafts
were sunk, and the stone sent away and smnelted at
Muldiva. The returns were good, but when the price
of silver fell the mine was abandoned; the cost of
transit being so heavy that, although the returns were
good, they were not sufficiently remunerative for the
work 1o be continued Even now, taking the Madras
outerops as an isolated group, they, perhaps, would not
‘be payable if worked by themselves, but in conjunction
with the Tartana group of mives, and with railway
facilities, there seems to he every reason that they
should prove valuable properties.

At the north-western end of the lease a large amount
of prospecting work has been carried out, and from the
ore at grass, taken from an open cut 20 feet long——

‘¢ A 25 feet shaft” the prospectus says; but the
original says ¢ 20 feet "—
8 feet wide, and 10 feet deecp, samples were taken for
assay, and gave the following returns : —

MADRAS ASSAYS.

Samples of ore throwi aside as not rich enough for
smelting : Silver, 38 oz. 7 dwt. 16 gr. per ton.

Sumples of the debris at 0ld heap from which ore was
smelted : Bilver, 26 oz. 10 dwt. 6 gr. per ton.

Samples of stone suid to bhe similar to what was
smelted : Silver, 20 oz, 18 dwt. 3 gr. per ton.

Sample from another old heap: Silver, 4 oz. 1 dwt.
16 gr. per ton.

Sample from another old heap said to be poor: Silver,
2 oz. 15 dwt. 12 gr. per ton.

Sample from ore at grass lately mined: Silver, 4 oz,
8 dwt. 4 gr. per ton.

Sample from stone thrown aside lately mined: Silver,
1 0z. 11 dwt. 8 gr. per ton.*

Assays made by the Chillagee Proprietary Company
some years ago show a return in one case of 136 oz. of
silver per ton, and a recent assay by your agent shows
a return of 103 oz. of silver.

And here comes another suppression—*‘but I
cannot state whether these are average returns
or returns from picked samples.” Now, that is
gross suppression — a suppression which no
honourable man or men would be guilty of—

Close to the open cut from which the previous sample®
were taken a shaft has been sunk 40 feet deep, but now
abandoned. The debris on the surface shows the ore
must have carried galena and carbonate of leud (cerus-
site).

Another shaft, ten chains from the opencut, has been
sunk on the underlie at an angle of 60 degrees, south-
weit to 2 depth of about 30 feet. Drives have been put
in to the north-west and south-¢ast at the bottom, and
judging from the stone on the surface, must have been
sunk some distance below the drives, but filled in sub-
sequently, so the character of the ore below that conld
not he ascertained.

That paragraph contains an interpolation ; the
prospectus has something added to it. After
the words ** must have been” there is inserted the
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words “driven for several feet. The shaft has
been,” which makes it read, ** And, judging from
the stone on the surface, must have been driven
for several feet., The shaft has been sunk some
distance below the drives,” etc. The report
purports to_be signed by ‘‘Benjamin Dunstan,
Assistant Government (Geologist, Queensland,
21st October, 1899.”

Mr. Dawson: He was Principal Assistant
Government Geologist in New South Wales some
years ago.

Mr. HIGGS: That goes to show that the
gentleman is very high in his. profession, and
that he is a capable officer, whose report should
never be manipulated or mutilated in such a
fashion, even if such mutilation were not a penal
offence. I must admit that Queensland has a
bad reputation, and the publication of prospec-
tuses of this kind is not likely to rehabilitate her.
That is a strong reason why the Government
should endeavour to do something to demonstrate
their objection to thig kind of thing. The next
lease is the

PRESIDENT McKINLEY LEASE, LEASE No. 1221.

Area, 10 acres.

Position.—Approximately twenty-two miles north, 10
degrees east from Mungana (Girofla), See accompany-
mg map.

Geological Features.—Felsites abound in the neigh-
bourhood, more or less decomposed, together with
altered clayey sedimentary rocks, having a general
north and south strike. One of the dykes of felsite,
with a strike north-west and south-east, carries copper
for some distance, and around this the lease has heen
pegged out. The dyke is 10 feet wide, and so far as
seen on the surface carries copper for neariy 50 feet of
its length. The dyke apparently has a slight underlie
to the south-west, but there is not enough exposure to
warrant a statement being made as to what is the frue
underlie. In some places the portion of the dyke im-
pregnated with copper is about 2 feet wide, but this
inereases in other places to as much as 6 feet, while in
depth, so far as exposed, the copper-bearing rock is per-
sistent down to 10 feet. On the same line of dyke the
rock carries copper away from the main ountcrops. but
whether there is any connection between the two out-
crops has not been determined.

Prospecting Works.—Very little work has beex done
to show the extent of the deposit, but on the surface
there are a great number of tons ot copper ore exposed
without any work being done on it at all.

‘The deposit may be considered a very promising one
when it ““ becomes to be developed”—

““ Becomes to be developed” is quoted—

and, indeed, may prove to be more extensive than the
surface indications show. From a sample taken from all
exposed portions of the outcrop the following assay
returns were yielded :—President M'Kinley: Gold, a
trace; silver, 11 oz. 5 dwt. 8 gr.; copper, 15'6 per cent.
per ton.

Your agent previously took a sample from the same

outerop, which yielded 21'5 per cent. copper, and over
18 oz. of silver per ton——
Here we have another suppression, the words
“but I do not know if it were taken as an
average sample or not.” Immediately after that
follows another suppression, the word *‘picked”
being omitted before * sample ” in the following
paragraph :—

A sample said to have come from here gave a return
of 42-5 per cent. copper, and another one 37-9 per cent.
copper.

And, then, there is another suppression, the
following words being omitted :—* But these
undoubtedly must have been the richest that
could have been found.” The company’s agents
evidently sought the finest samples they could
get, and brought them to the Assistant Govern-
ment Geologist, and when that gentleman had
examined and reported on them they struck out

art of his report in order to mislead the public.

Next I come to the report on the Royal Standard
Lease, No. 1260, area 10 acres, and in this report,
strange to say, there are no interpolations, mani-
pulations, iutilations, or suppressions. It
says—

Position.—Six miles north-west of Mungana. (See
position from map accompanying.) b
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Geologieal Features.—The country rock is & decont-
posed ferrnginous felspathic sandstone, aitemaping with
irregular masses of limestone, grits, and breecias, more
or less altered. Quurtzites are ulso present in the
neighbourhicod, and interbedded with the felspathic
sandstones. Towards the westthis character of country
gives place to schists.

The ore is a carbonate of copper (malachite, ete.),
mixed with copper silicate (chrysocolla) and red oxide
(cuprite), with lead sulphide (galena) and oxide
(miniwm), and is contained in veins traversing the
felspathic sandstones.

Trospecting Work.—The work done is of so small
extent that no estimate can be formed of its value, but
where the stone is exposed the ore looks well, and
certainly warrants further work being done to prospect
it

The amount of ore taken out of the trench made
would be about 3 tons, and would assay, at a low
estimate, about 8 per cent. of copper.

The stone at grass is quite rich enough for treatinent,
and what should now be done is Lo prove its extent.
That is signed, *Benjamin Dunstan, Assistant
Government Geologist, Queensland, 21st October,

1899.” The next lease is the
LILLIAN LEASE, No. 1220.
Area, 10 acres.
Position.—Less than a mile north of the Tarlaha

group of leases, and on one of the branches of Bowler
Creek. Seeaccompanying map.

Geological Features.—The countyy rocks are a clayey
and ferruginous conglomerate, interbedded with mica-
ceous sandstones, and have a dip of 50 degrees north-cast,
The conglomerate can be traced for some distance along
the surface, but is well exposed on the bed and sides of
a creek which croswes the lease. Al this creek the
conglomerate is impregnated throughout with carbon-
ates of copper (malachite and azurite), and there is no
evidence of any wovement or feature showing that the
impregnation may have been brought about by a joint
or fault in the beds, or hy an intrusion of some igneous
rock.

Prospecting Work.—Very little prospecting work has

been done, but what there is shows the ore to be genex-
ally of the same quality, and to go about 10 per cent. of
copper. Some tons of ore were taken out, but were
washed away during a flood in the creek.
Here is a suppression. The word ‘‘recent,” which
appears before the word ““flood ” in the original
report, is omitted, the promoters evidently wish-
ing to convey the idea that the flood had not
taken place in recent times, but that it might
have taken place at the time of the deluge, when
Noah built the ark, Then we have another sup-
pression, Following the words last quoted this
sentence appears in the original report: ¢‘ The
deposit may be only a small pocket of ore, and
very probably is so, but,” ete. These words are
left out by these ingenious gentlemen, who wish
to float & company with a capital of some £60,000,
and the prospectus simply contains the latter
part of the sentence as follows :—

To definitely determine this, the outerop will require
to be further prospected to the north-west and south-
east.

A sample taken by your agent—-

There the words “evidently picked ” are sup-
pressed-—
gave a return froin assay of 22 per cent. of copper per
ton, so that it will be seen the conglomerate is not
merely stained by the copper, and a return of 18 dwt. of
silver per ton shows the possibility of this metal being
an item for consideration. .
Then there is another signature which M
Dunstan never wrote,

ELVAN LEASE, No. 1223,

Area, 10 acres.

Tosition.~-Approximately twenty-three miles north
10 degrees east from Mungana (Girofla). See accom-
panying map.

Geological Features.—The country rock is slate with
a northerly and southerly strike, and is generally
vertically bedded, but varying sometimes to a dip of
60 degrees to the east or west. Two veins are exposed
on the surface and traversing the slates, but tbeir
general direction and inelination eannot be determined.

Prospecting Work.—Perhaps less than a day’s work
would represent the amount of labour expended on
prospecting the two veins.
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That is very interesting, considering how very
anxious these men are to find work for the
unemployed.

The larger one has been opened to the extent of four
feet in length, two feet deep, and one foot wide.

That might be used for burying the man who gets
knocked out in this great combat in Queen street
between the hon. member for Bulloo and myself.

The smaller one has been exposed by a trench two
feet long, six inches wide, and eighteen inches deep
To express an opinion on these outerops is almost out
of the question ; they might only be a few feet in length
and die out a few feet below the surface. but they, on
the other hand, might prove to be very extensive,

There are no facts wherecon to base an opinion of its
value except it is on the results of the two following
assays of samples taken from the two veins.

OLVAN ASSAYS,

Large vein.—Gold, a trace ; silver, 8 oz. 18 dwt. 0 gr. ;
copper, 246 per cent. per ton.

Small vein.—Gold, 0 oz. 1 dwt. 15 gr.; silver, 15 oz,
g dwt. 0 gr.; copper, 337 per cent. per ton.

A sample taken by vour agent gave over 8 dwt. of
gold per ton, a much higher return than mine.

The plan of lease shows the position of the veins on
the property.

Another signature, which Mr. Dunstan never
wrote—
WANLOCK LIASE, No. 1222,
Area, 10 acres.

Position.—Approximately twenty-three miles north 10
degrees east from Mungana (Girofla). See accompanying
map.

Geological Features.—The country rocks are greenish
and ferruginous felspathic sandstones and slates, with
large intrusive masases of ¢nartz felsites. An outerop of
the felsite occurs -on the lease, and in one place an
isolated mwass or boulder several tons in weight is
stained with green carbonate of copper. The mineral
has heen formed subsequent to the intrusion of the
felsite and deposited as an impregnation.

Prospecting Work.—Only a very little work has been
expended in prospecting.

Poor unemployed !

The outerop is 0 isolated that there is only just the
possibility of the ore continuing in depth, and the
absence of any attempt to show the continuation or
otherwise of the deposit below the surface whereon the
mass is resting is to he regretted.

At present the stained surface of the rock looks very
attractive, but a few days’ more work would have deter-
mined its value, from a negative point of view. even if it
robbed it of its fine appearance,

A sample taken from here by your agent gave a return
of 17°33 per cent. of copper, and 2 oz. 15 dwt. 12 gr. of
silver per ton; but even if the whole of the stone show-
ing copper were to yield this as an average there would
he only about 6 tons of ore in sight.

The plan of the lease shows the felsite intrusion (por-
phyry dyke) and the two localities where copper has
been found—the one previously mentioned, and another
close by, where some copper carbonate shows as 4 small
ounterop.

{Signed) BENJAMIN DUNSTAYN,
Assistant Government Geologist.
Queensland, 21st October, 1899,

ADMIRAL SAMPSON LEASE, No. 1175,
Area, 10 acres.

Position.—Eighteen miles due west of Mungana
(Girofla), and about three miles S.8.W. of Arbounin. (3ee
accompanying map.)

Geological I'eatures.—The country rocks are fine
mica schists with gneiss, and in the neighbourhood
bosses and dykes of a (uartz felsite intrude the schists
and gneiss.

The copper has be:n deposited in aformmation thought
at tirst 1o be a lode, but which ismicaceons country roek
impreghated with copper, and probably having its
source in 4 live of faulting traversing the mica schists
about north and south.

The appearance of the formation is suggestive of a
lode, and the ivon oxides deposited aronnd the fault
apparently confirms this idea.

Then there is something left out—*‘ but it is only
an impregnation >’—
and the deposition of the copper along the cleavage
plancs of the micaceous rocks as they lie approximateiy
horizontal is quite evident.

The width of the copper-bearing formation varies up
to 3 feet—-
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Then these words are omitted—*but in some
places it is about 1 foot thick "—

Along the surface there are several places where ore
is exposed, but no difference in the character of the
rocks which carry it can be noticed from the associated
micaceous schists.

The ore is mostly carbonate and oxide in a felspathic
matrix. It is not very siliceous, but rather ferruginous,
and inclined to weather to a ferruginous clay.

Prospecting Operations.—A shaft has been sunk a

depth of 20 feet to prove the vertical extent
{530 p.m.] of the copper ore, but no work has been

done to prove its extent along the surface.
A large working shaft such as this one is sunitable for
all possible future requirements; but where the work
is purely of a prospective character, perhaps results
would have been more satisfactory it the ground had
been better prospected, and the sinking of such a large
shaft left till the extent of the deposit had been better
known.

The word “‘left” there after the word * shaft”
is left out in the prospectus.

There are about ten tons of ore at grass and a few
tons in sight in the shaft. '

And then these words are omitted from this pros-
pectus—-

But the prospects of a continuation of the ore are not
favourable.

Then it proceeds—

It would be advisable to continue sinking the shaft
for some distance further down, but with much smaller
dimensiouns, and to put in prospecting drives north and
south from the shaft.

Immediately after that there is the omission of
these very important words—

And so determine the advisability or otherwise of
abandoning the mine.

Showing that the (Government Geologist evi-
dently had an idea that it was possible it might
turn out to be wise to abandon the mine,

The proximity of the shaft to a constantly running
creek may cause some trouble in sinking, as the rocks
are such as to allow free percolation of water along
the lines of cleavage present in the schists, but
the trouble would not be very serious, as the shaft
conld he puddled along the sides at this level and the
sinking continued.

The ore at grass amounts to about 10 tons, and would
average from 8 to 10 per cent. of copper. A sample
selected for me by one of the men who suunk the shaft
yielded as follows:—

Here the word “ picked ” has been left out before
the word ¢ sample,” for the purpose of deluding
the public. Then it goes on—

Gold, 0 o0z.3 dwt. 6 gr.; silver, 6 ox. 5 dwt. 18 gry;
copper, 22:2 per cent.

Samples taken by the agent of the company and
assayed by Mr. A. Orr, of Sydney, gave the following
returns :—

No. 1.—Gold, 0 0z. 0 dwt. 15 ‘gr.; silver, 14 0z. 14 dwt.
0 gv.; copper, 20°9 per cent.

No. 2.—Gold, 0o0z. 0 dwt. 10 gr.; silver, 15 oz. 0 dwt.
12 gr.; copper, 147 per cent.

The following is a plan of the lease :—

And then the prospectus again shows the signa-
ture—

BELNJAMIN DUNSTAN,
Assistant Government Geologist.

Queensland, 21st October, 1899.

Mr. Dunstan’s ““conclusion” is given as follows
in the prospectus—
CONCLUSIONS.

With the doseription of each of the leases refevence
has been made to the prospecting work which has becn
done, or ought to be tndertaken, to prove the ground,
s0 it will only be necessary to consider matters now
from g general point of view.

In the first piace, the group of properties undoubtedly
bear a iost favourable cowparisoun with any of the
other group of properties in the Chillagoe district, and,
what is certainly not an unimportant featurc where
Chillagoe mining properties are concerned. they have
been seleeted simply on their own moerit. Their value
is not in any way influenced by their proximity to other
successtul mining properties, as they are miles away
from the nearest of them.

1o the next place, with regard to the development of
the mines, it will be necessary to pay considerable
attention to this department, particularly in its initial

(Signed)
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stages. Undoubtedly you have immense bodies of ore,
but first find out exactly what ore is available, and
what its peculiarities are from a smelting point of view.
Too much attention cannot be given in developing the
resources of Tartana Hill, as this is the most important
wmineral deposit of the group, and it will be very
important that this development should take place on
scientific lines, and not by rule of thumb. Accurate
plans of all the workings must be prepared so that
the results of all tests of the ore, in a properly-
cquipped laboratory, and the character of the ore
together can he recorded and studied.

Now, the promoters stop short there, and leave
out this most important paragraph—

Lastly, comes the question of management. The
mines are not phenomenally rich ones—and let this be
clearly understood—but they are full of promixse, and it
lies almost entirely with your management, not the
mines themselves, whether they result in failure or
suceess.

That was omitted by the promoters of this com-
pany, and that it 1s a most important omission
will be seen when we come to discuss the question
of the provisional directors, 'To suppress an
important paragraph like that is cheating., Itis
an offence against the law, and section 429 of the
Criminal Code says on the subject—

Any person who by means of any fraudulent trick or
device obtains from any other person anything capable
of being stolen, or induces any other person to deliver
to any person anything capable of being stolen, or to
pay or deliver to any person any money ur goods, Or any
greater sum of money or greater quantity of goods than
he would have paid or delivered but for sueh trick or
device, is guilty of a misdemeanour, and is liable to
imprisonment with Lard labour for two years.

1f the gentlemen responsible for the mutilation
of Mr, Dunstan’s report could be caught—and
there are clever detectives in Queensland, who
ought to be able to catch them—a jury having
decided they were guilty, the judge would un-
doubtedly sentence them to a portion of that two
years. On the face of it this prospectus is a
fraudulent one, and the promoters of the com-
pany are guilty of conspiracy. We well remem-
ber that when certain individuals in Queensland,
actuated by the worthy motive of trying to keep
up the wages of a number of working men in the
West of Queensland, banded themselves together
in a union for that purpose, they were seized
upon by the police, brought up, sentenced,
and sent down to St. Helena for a term
of years. Now, why is thers any delay on
the part of the Ministry to deal with the pro-
moters of this £60,000 company for the issue of
this garbled, misleading mutilation, supposed to
be the Assistant Government Geologist’s report ?
There are plenty of clauses in the Criminal Code
which will enable the Premier to bring these
gentlemen to justice. There are clauses relating
to forgery, false pretences, cheating, and con-
spiracy. If the Government continue to stick
to these private railway schemes, they must take
some action to clear themselves and the Mines
Department. The Mines Department has drawn
attention to this grossly fraudulent prospectus.
Some of the directors wrote to the newspapers,
and withdrew their names fram the prospectus.
In this morning’s paper there is a most interesting
report stating that the provisional directors have
come together again, and they waited on the
Under Secretary for Mines to explain how it
was that this report came to be issued in such
a garbled manner. I hope the Premier will
take the proper steps to clear the Govern-
ment and the department in the matter. The
Government Geologist’s report was issued on
21st October, 1899—nearly twelve months aygo.
Now, does anyone believe that the provisional
directors, when they issued this prospectus
to the public, did not know of the existence
of the original report, and did not examine
it? If they did not, them they were very
audacious men to put up as provisional directors,
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for a business, the success of which would
depend more on the management than on the
richness of the mines. A. letter appeared in the
Telegraph on 18th September, 1900, signed by
Thomas Jessop, chairman of the vendor com-
pany, and P. Dufly, one of the provisional direc-
tors of the North Chillagoe Mines, No Liability,
as follows :—

Siy,—In your advertising columns we intend publish-
ing a verbatim copy of Mr, Dunstan’s report on these
mines, certified by the Government Geologist, Mr. W.
H. Rands.

Owing to several importaut errors in the copy of this
report as it appears in the prospectus it has now
practically been decided to withdraw that prospectus.

1t will be the daty of the promoters to ascertain and
make known how those alterations have crept into the
report. Meanwhile you have our assurance that, untit
attention was called to the fact in the public Press, the
directors of the vendor company, and the provisional
directors and other officers of the new company, were
wholly unawsre of the stupid and nnneeessary altera-
tions made in the report.

Fvidently the Teleyraph Company refused to
insert this letter unless it was paid for as an
advertisement, because there was an asterisk

after it. That signifies that the matter inserted
is an advertisement. The Telegraph Com-

pany thought this was so serious a matter
that they demanded that these gentlemen
should pay about £1 10s. for the insertion
of this letter. Now, at the end of that letter’
the words *‘stupid and unnecessary” are used.
They characterise the ““ alterations made in the
report” as ““stupid and unnecessary.” Those
ere the words they use with regard to the
alterations and mutilations made in the Goveru-
ment Geologist’s report. Unfortunately the
mining indusiry is one which lends itself to
the schemes of designing men. I can well
believe that the strongest inducements are
offered to a geologist to bring up a report
on mines which would not he genuine.
Every kind of hint is thrown out to the party
making the report, that it will be better for him
if the project turns out a success, Some hon.
members may hold up their hands in horror at
such a suggestion, but I know that what I say is
perfectly correct. The very fact that it has
been found necessary to have a Criminal Code
of 730 clauses, dealing with all kinds of
offences against honesty, decency and order,
shows that these things are perpetrated in
connection with mining. I think there is every
reason why the Premier should at once abandon
his private railway policy and go on with the
public business of the country, in order that the
fair nawe of the Government should not in any
way be tarnished or smudged by the action of
these persons who have issued this prospectus.
There appears to be some difficulty in making
the public acquainted with all these matters,
but they should know them. Members must
recognise that it is an outrage on public decency
to publish such a prospectus, and the Press have
not given the matter the publicity, in the way
of comment and criticism, that it 1s entitled to.
I hope the Minister will protect the Mines
Department from such onslaughts as we see in
the public Press to-day. Where wus the Minis-
ter for Mines when this powerful deputation
waited on the Under Secretary for Mines, Mr.
A. R. Macdonald? I think he should have
been present, and the Press should also have been
present to report the proceeding-. The Courier
of this morning rays—-

With the view of plucing the Mines Department in
possession of the facts relating to the unintentional
mistake, the Hon. I'. T\ Brentnall, Hon. John Archibald,
P. Duffy (provisiopal directors). Alderman T.
se0p, M.L.A.. Sydney (chairman of directors of the
vendor company), and Mr. Tom Coventry, wailed upon
Mr. A. R. Macdonald, Under Secretary for Miues, at
noon yesterday, Mr. W. I Rands, Government Gealogist
being present.
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It was a most irregular proceeding for those
gentlemen to wait on the Under Secretary in
that way, and I think that, when the leader of
the white Labour party referred to this master
last night, the leader of the black labour party
should =lso have referred tothe fact of this deputa-
tion having waited on his Under Secrefary. But,
003 not a word! The hon. member for Wootha-
kata gets up and asks a question, evidently with
the intention of cutting the ground from under
the feet of the leader of the Opposition, and the
Premier replies-~I sappose with the idea of lead-
ing the public to believe that the Government
were giving the matter every attention. Now,
if the Government meant business in the matter,
they would not deal with it in such a lag-
gard lackadaisical fashion. What we want to
know is, who had access to this report of
the Government Geologist? Did any person,
ab the instance of the company, go to the depart-
ment and vead that document? Did any provi-
sional director, doing his duty by the public
whom he was anxious to get into the company,
go to the Mines Department and say, ‘‘Let
me look at the original report”? One would
have thought that any gentleman undertaking
the serious responsibility of the management
of a company with a capital of 4£60,000
would have deemed it his duty to go and
look at the original report, and it is hardly
credible that any vrovisional director did not
go and examine the document. And, having
examined ik, can we believe that any pro-
visonal director would not recognise that there
was introduced into the prospectus a table which
had no place in the original report ? I hope
to further impress hon. members opposite
with the necessity for abandoning the pre-
sent private railway policy by pointing out
to them the very great dangers of monopolies.
In no other country in the world is there a
growth of a tendency to establish private rail-
ways. Hven in those countries which are sup-
posed to be far behind us now, but which are
said to have had a civilisation long hefore we
Britishers emerged from the barbaric state—the
Chinese. Better be careful now! This is the
day of challenges, and if the Secretary for
Railways is not very careful I shall invite him
to fight a combat-——

The SPEAKER : Order, order, order!

Mr. HIGGS: With bricks at 1,000 yards,
In no country in the world is there a tendency
i‘.o 3onstrucb private railways except in Queens-
and.

Mr. Bern: What about India, where the
Indian Government are encouraging them ?

Mr. HIGGS: Well, India is an abandoned
country. It is so heavily taxed that the unfortu-
nate dwellers there have a famine about every
year.

Mr. BELL : India is developing tremendously,

Mr. REID : In starvation.

Mr, HIGGS : My experience and reading go
to show that all the better nations, anyway, are
abandoning the private railway system and
adopting the system of State construction and
ownership. Why ? Because a railway is really
s road. Hon. members remember that not long
ago there was a toll charged on Victoria Bridge,
and they remember what an outery there was at
resorting to such a barbaric custom.

Hon, D. H. Darrvurre: You have to pay
tolls now, only in another way.

Mr. HIGGS: We cannot yet, and 1 do not
suppose we shall for very many years have a
system of free railways; but we have the next
best thing to it, and that is a system of railways
which are run merely to pay interest and the cost
of maintenance. The State makes no attempt
to make a big profit out of the railways for the
purpose of paying dividends to individuals. If
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there is any profit, the whole community share in
the benefit. We in Queensland, always behind,
apparently—behind in the federal movement,
only going into it at the last moment—behind
with our Federal Elections Bill, and probably
sending down our representatives——

The SPEAKER : Order !

Mr, HIGGS : Just as the Duke of York is
about to open the Federal Parliament—

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. HIGGS : We, who are always behind,
are taking up an obsolete railway policy—

Mr. DAWSON : So as to remain consistent.

Myr. HIGGS : And giving up half the colony—
the North and the Centre—to a number of
gentlemen who want to get a number of con-
cessions.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER of the Opposition :
Gentlemen ?

Mr. HIGGS : Well, there are gentlemen and
gentlemen. The gentlemen who put out this
prospectus with a garbled report are no doubt
understood to be gentlemen. They are well-
dressed gentlemen, and they occupy positions
and enjoy privileges and liberties which are not
granted to the unfortunate who is not known as
a gentleman. We are abandoning that great
portion of the colony—a very rich portion of the
colony, Some people say that the North is the
richest portion of Queensland—-

My, Dawson : So it is. )

Mr. HIGGS: And that it will be the most
populous in time, and the most go-ahead. We
are abandoning that portion of the country to
private railway syndicates, who will, by their
railways, act as an cbstacle on free interchange
amongst the people who live in the North and
Centre. Hon, members opposite will insist on
saying that they have not abandoned the policy

of the State ownership and con-

[7 p.m.] struction of railways, and that they

do not intend to abandon that
policy. But here half a colony is to be handed
over to syndicates, who will construct these rail-
ways, which are really trunk lines, and which
will in the future do the carrying trade for a very
great population. An endeavour has been made
to show that thess lines are merely mineral
lines—that is, merely lines for the development
of the mining industry; but by-law No. 1,
lately prepared by the Mareeba-Chillagoe
Company, contains, I suppose, about 1,000
different articles for which freights have
been fixed, showing that the proposers evidently
intend to undertake the duties of full and com-
prehensive railway managers, and to deal with
all kinds of products. All along their line there
will in the very near future, I am sure, be settled
a considerable population, and population en-
gaged not only in mining, but in pastoral,
agricultural, and other occupations which go to
make up a nation’s life ; and all the persons who
live alongside that railway will be at the com-
mand, at the mercy, of the managers of the com-
pany. And, as has been pointed out, the com-
pany are permitted to charge a considerable
percentage more than the rates on State-owned
and State-constructed railways. Hon. members
opposite say that the charge is only to be 50 per
cent. more than the rates on State railways, but
my view is that the Mount Garnet Company and
the Chillagoe Company will be permitted,
according to law, to charge 150 per cent. more
than the rates on Government railways.

The BECRETARY FOR RarLways: Nothing of
the sort,

Mr, HIGGS : If it is nothing of the sort, why
have not the framers of this Bill introduced into
it the ordinary language which is adopted in
cases of the kind? 1If only 50 per cent. was
intended, why did they not use the words ‘50
percent.”? Instead of adepting the usual custom
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in such cases, they have said that the company
shall not charge a price exceeding ‘“one and
a-half times” the rate charged on the State
railways. Take £100, and multiply that by one
and a-half, and you have £150. The wording of
the Bill is that the rate is not to ‘‘exceed” one
and a-half times the rate charged on State rail-
ways, and that means that the excess is one and
a-half times that rate. One and a-half times is
150 per cent.

Hon. D. H. DatryMpLE: Multiply one by
one, and the result is two, I suppose ?

Mr. HIG3S: No, it is one. Multiply 100 by
one and a-half, and 1s that not 150 ?

Mr, NewgLL : It is only 50 per cent. more.

Mr. HIGGS : The Bill says, ¢ Provided that
no tolls, fares, rates, or charges shall in any case
exceed one and a-half times” the amount payable
in respect of such goods, live stock, ete. 1f the
fare were £100, one and a-half times that would
be £150, and that is the excess the company is
permitted to charge under this Bill. That is
150 per cent. If not, how do hon. members get
50 per cent. ?

Mr. JacksoN: You will find all about what
that means in committee.

Mr, HIGGS: Evidently there is a dispute
about the matter, and if the majority at the
back of the Secretary for Railways insist that
one and a-half times the amount charged by the
Railway Commissioner means only 50 per cent.
more, 1 suppose the clause will have to go. Bus
it does not matter what hon. members opposite
may say ; they may say thut the words “*shall
not exceed one and a-half times” mean only 50
per cent,, but if ever a case crops up in a
court of law, the judge will say that the
speeches of hon. members have nothing
whatever to do with i, and he will put
his own interpretation on the clause. I am
surprised that the eloquent federal leaders
who did so much to win a majority of the people
over to federation, and spoke of the wonderful
advantages that would acerue to Queensland in
the way of settlement, should be so shortsighted
as to allow the company a privilege of this kind
for fifty years. The State fares and freights will
come down with increase of population, but it
does not follow that the company are going to
reduce their fares—they will charge whatever
they think is up to the limit of human endurance.
The Minister for Railways, and I think the
Premier too, said we shall be able to build
another line if necessary in competition with this
line. Does anybody think that a legislator would
be listened to if he proposed to construct a tram-
way in opposition to the Brisbane Tramways
Company—a company which has no doubt done
some good to Brisbane, but which is making
enormous profits, though they are said to have
paid no dividends—enormous profits by charging
very high fares ?

Mr, JaogsonN: What if the company were
charging very high rates ?

Mr. HIGGS: The tramway company are
charging rates which are 100 per ceut. higher,
and in some cases 300 per cent. higher, than the
rates charged on the Btate-cwned tramways in
Sydney. When a holiday comes the practice of
the State railway manager is to endeavour to
meet the people and encourage them to go out
holiday-making by reducing the fares. As a
rule, I think the charge is single fare for the
double journey. In Brisbane, when the exhibi-
tion was on, when the State would have reduced
the fares, the Brisbane Tramways Company had
a number of special cars and charged the public
31, each for carrying them even a distance of
only 300 or 400 yards., I notice that the Chilla-
goe regulations contain a clause providing that
the company may run excursion trains at any
time they think proper, and charge any fares
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they choose. I asked whether the by-law had
been submitted to the Crown Law Office, and
the Minister said, “No.,” .

The SECRETARY FOR RarLwayvs: I said,
“Yes,”

Mr. HIGGS : I think the clause I refer to is
an innovation thatwould not have been agreed
to had the regulations been submitted to the
Crown Law Officers to see whether they tallied
with the Act or not. I think it must be illegal ;
and if it is, that shows the disadvantage of
departing from the settled policy of State-owned
railways. I think that on the eve of the estab-
lishient of an Australian nation we should
hesitate before surrendering such a large extent
of rich territory to private syndicates—to gentle-
men who will be able to exact a toll on all those
who have to use the railway line. I fear the
great evils which are attributable to the combi-
nation of railway companies and huge rings and
trusts in America. Any trust properly worked
might be of great benefit to the community,
leading tv economy in management and the
saving that would accrue from co-operative
effort ; but there is the disadvantage that through
there ‘being no cowpetition of the owners, and
the trust looking upon the public as people who
may be squeezed, they fix the rates, generally
speaking, so high ‘that the public have to pay
what is really a_toll; and the employees of the
trust have much more arduous work auvd much
less pay than where the industry is under the
control of the State. A very readable book on
“The Evolution of Modern Capitalism,” by
William A, Hobson, contains this paragraph—

The tendency of the trust to strengthen its industrial
position and at the same time to find a profitable invest-
ment for its surplus profits by fastening upon an earlier
process of production, ¢r a contiguous industry and
drawing it under the control of its monopoly, is one of
the most important evidences of the rapid growth of the
system in America. The rapidity with which the whole
railway system is passing into the hands of the two
great monopolist syndicates, with the necessary result
of stifling competition, is in some respects the most
momentous economic movement in the United States at
the present time. The magnificent distances which
separate the great mass of the producers of agricultural
and other raw products from their market make the
railway their only high road, and the fact that except
between a few large centres of population there is no
competition of rival railways places the producer
entirely at the mercy of a single carrier, who regulates
his rates so as to secure a maximun of profit.

When we look at the Northern portion of
Queensland, and see so enormously rich a
country so sparsely settled, we may think there
is something in the argument that we should
allow investors to develop that country. But
those who have any hope for Australia must
know that under federation that country is not,
if properly managed, likely to remain very long
so sparsely settled. We have not very far from
Brisbane a number of Cheshire farmers, who,
extraordinary to relate, are camped waiting for
land, in a vast area like Queensland. We huve
hopes that the country’s lands will be adminis-
tered in a business-like way by a business-like
Governwment. I regret that hon. members did
not see fit to allow the Ministry formed from
this side of the House to hold office a litzle longer
~—to give the public an idea as to what the
ex-Minister for Lands, Mr. Hardacre, could do
in the way of administration. I am satisfied
there would have been no talk of allowing
large railway concessions for the purpose of set-
tling the country. The people are only too
anxious to get on the land, and all they want is
to be permitted to get there. The old opinion
that the lands of this colony could not grow a
cabbage has Leen long since dissipated. The
samathing was said about Victoria, which hasnow
the reputation of being the ‘‘cabbage garden”
of Australia. We know, on the authority of the
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Agricultural Department officials, that we have
an immense territory fit for agricultural purposes,
and that a great deal of our agricultural land is
centred around the very routes where it is pro-
posed to construct these railways. I heard the
hon. member for Woothakata say in effect last
night that the land about this Mount Garnet
Railway was fit for very little, but everything I
can read gocs to prove the contrary. The great
difficulty is to find out exactly where these rail-
way lines are going to run. The maps say the
routes shown are only “approximate.”

Mr, DawsoN: They are picking the eyes out
of the Northern portion of the colony.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLwavs : The eyes do
not seem to be very valuable in the meantime.

Mr., Dawson: Noj; look at the Government
we have got.

Mr. HIGGS : No, the land does not seem to
be very valuable in the meantime—but why is
that? We have heard the hon. member for
Toowoomba relate in this House the struggles
the farmer has had to get land, and the obstacles
placed in the way of settlement. Until late
years every facility was given for the develop-
ment of the pastoral industry only, and to assist
1t the Government of the day has thought it
necessary to block agricultural settlement. That
is the reason we have not a numerous and
wealthy class of farmers on the soil of Queens-
land to-day. And because the party to which
hon, gentlemen opposite belong has succeeded
during a long course of years, since Queensland
got separation from New South Wales, in holding
the lands for the pastoral industry, should that
now be advanced as a reason, that because the
farmers are not there, we should hand the land
over to investors to develop it by means of a
railway? The hon. member for Cairns, very
rightly I think, called for the correspondence
regarding this Mount Garnet proposal ; but the
only correspondence 1 can find, bearing on the
question, is this letter from Mr. Randolph
Bedford, addressed to the editor of the Wild
River Times —

Sir,—In a recent issue of the 7Townsrille Daily
Bullefin there appeared an interview with Mr, C.
Wilcox, on the subject of Chillagoe and Mount Garnet.
In that interview Mr. Wilcox stated that Garnet would
be connected with the Chillagoe Railway by a braneh
line from Wade’s, and that although agitation was afoot
for a line from Mareeba to Garuet «id Athertow, he
bhelieved the Wade's branch line to be the “more
sensible and practicable.”” Thus is crystallised the idle
rumour of months past,

I think there is little doubt in the mind of any sen-
stble person as to the routes. The proposal of the
Chillagoe-Bedford and Mount Garnet, Limnited, to build a
line from Mareeba to Mount Garnet ¢id Atherton, and
with a short spur line into Herberton, has been before
the Government for the last four months, It was
remitted to the Commissioners for report, and the
report of the Commissioners is favourable to my com-
pany being granted the concession. To a«ticipate any
possible objection which may be advanced in the hope
of Government undertaking the construction through
Atherton to Garnet, let me say that I have fhe absolute
knowledge that the Government will neither dbuild
the line wnor advance money for the purpose of
building <t; and if the people of these districts
decide to remain neutral in the matter of our
proposed concession, and in the hope of securing con-
struction by the State, they will;be playing into the
hiands of the Chillagoe Company and the famous Go-
Away-Cme-Back branch from Wade's. Once the line
is coustrueted from Wade’s to Garnet, the people of
Atherton, Herberton, and the Tableland may wait for
a railway until half-past eternity, and not get it then.
Tor once the objective point of Mount Garnet is de-
stroyed by the building of another line to it—no matter
how roundabout that line may be—the construction to
the intermediate points such as Atherton and Herher-
ton will have lost most of its feasibility.

And if the Go-Away-Come-Back route is allowed, it
means that forever and ever ihe shareholders of Mount
Garnet and the mining population (who deserve even
more consideration than the investors, because they
have to live and work on the field) will be penalised by
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an extra thirty-eight miles of freight on general sup-
plies and an extra seventy-three miles freight on pro-
duce from Atherton. The Mareeba-Atherton-Lvelyn-
Garnet line is the natural line—the line #id Wade’s is
an iniguitous proposal—a perpetuation of the ridiculous
centralisation scheme which has cursed Australia even
more than freetrade has cursed it—an attempt to haul
the trade of the country out of its natural course in
order to gratify the greedy diffuseness of a company
which has already got all it can carry with any degree
of decency. And its finance has not been of such a
highly sucecessiul order that it can afford to double its
liability in the attemptto secure—even at a loss to it-
self—the right to all the traflic of a province. The
Chillagoe Company is, I suppose, the biggest proposition
on earth for diffuseness of aim and extent of the field
of operations, and when it tries to make its enormity
even greater, and to make its gargantua even more
Talstaffian, it is riding to a fall. Whichever way
the proposal is taken, the proposal amounts to this—
Mount Garnet will be kept waiting for its line until the
Chitlagoe line is completed and the Chillagoe furnaces
running, or the Chillagoe Company will go out of its
destined way to look atter the interests of Garnet to the
detriment of Chillagoe.

Trom all positions this scheme of the Chillagoe Com-
pany wants fighting, and fighting it shall have. This
country is not to be run for the one company, and both
as myself and as an impersonal shareholderin the Chilla-
goe Railway and Mines, Limited, I objeet to this Chilla-
goe Company or its nominees. or any offshoot of it,
receiving any more concessions. I am told that the
Chillagoe Company believes that it can build a ten-mile
spur from Wade’s in the direction of Mount Garnet. [
say that the Chillagoe Company is breaking the law if it
builds a foot of rail in any spur line outside of the area of
ite 2,000 acres of special leases. The right to build
branch lines was granted the Chillagoe Company onty
for the purpose of communicating with the company’s
own mines and bringing ore therefrom to a central
smelter; but the company has no right for construction
except for the purposs of communicating with its own
mines.

On the question of routes—shortly this. From
Mareeba to Atherton the ecountry is well known—from
Atherton to the heads of the Barron ourline will tap
the serub lands and timber areas. and bring the
Russell within twenty-five miles—it will open Herber-
ton and bring Watsonville within five miles of the
metals—it will bring Garnet within 106 miles of the sea.
By our route Atherton produce and Barron Valley
timber will be earried only thirty milesinto Garnet, and
the whole line will open wp a big mineral district, a
big timber area, and a great stretch of dairying
country on the Tableland, which, up to now, has never
had a chance.

By the Go-Away-Come-Back line, Garnet will be 134
miles from the sea as against 106 by our route, and
Atherton produnce will be carried 104 miles into Garnet
as against 35 miles by our route. Also, the line #id
Wade’s is through dead country, with, probably, not a
ton of intermediate freight. And if the Chillagoe
Wade’s branch line to Garnet were allowed, who would
pay the price—who would foot the bill for the unneces-
sary 38 miles of eonstruction—who would be charged
with the freight for the extra mileage? The share-
holders of the Garnet in increased cost of supplies—
the mining population of Garnet in increased cost of
food and clothing.

I have written to the divisional boards of Herberton,
of Walsh and Tinaroo, and of the Barron ; to the Her-
Tberton Chamber of Commerce, the Atherton Railway
League, and the Mount Garnet Progress Association,
asking for their co-operation in this matter, and I trust
that you also will help us to prevent the commission of
this wrong by the cormorant company. The people of
Herberton, Watsonville, Atherton, and the Tableland,
have stood by their districts gallantly, buoyant with
the hope that the construction of a railway would one
day give their region the initial force which is alone
necessary to its success, and it they now stolidly pass
over the latest threatening of suzerainty by the Chil-
lagoe Company they are so much less than the manly
men and progressive citizens they have been hereto-
fore.—Yours, ete.

RANDOLPH BEDTORD.

Herberton, 10th June, 1889,

How did Mr. Bedford become aware of

this absolute knowledge that the
[7'30 p.m.] Government would not build this

line nor allow advances of money
to build it ? Mr., Bedford is well known in the
journalistic world, but there are very few people
who had any idea that he was so much in the
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confidence of the Government as to know, fifteen
months ago, that the Government did not intend
to build this line, I think the correspondence
asked for by the hon. member for Cairns would
show to what extent outsiders are in the confi-
dence of the Government. I think it would
appear advisable that this railway should be
submitted to a select committee, in order
to get fuller information. Hvidently, there
is a considerable difference of opinion in the
district as to the route of this line ; and on the
authority of Mr. Bedford we have it that this
Chillagoe Company is a cormorant company, I
think a select committee would be able to obtain
considerable information, and also would be
able to decide as tu the best route on the
evidence they could procure. Different state-
ments have been made by the hon, members for
‘Woothakata and Cairns. The former says the
people there want this line, and the latter mem-
ber says they do not. A select committee could
decide that matter. See what Mr. Bedford says
in reply to the hon. member for Woothakata,
who said that the land in this district was of
very little value,

My, NEWELL : Idid not say that,

Mr. HIGGS: I understood the hon. member
to say that there was very little good land in the
locality, except mineral land. 1 take it the hon.
member does not wish to confine his observations
to the land over which this railway is likely to
run. If he does, then that is a mere quibble,
and we on this side of the House challenge him
if he says that the land through which this rail-
way is likely to run is merely mineral land.
Let the hon. member look at what Mr. Bedford
says. The Cairns district is a very rich district,
and that rich district comprises a very large area ;
and I say that these lines which are proposed
will, in time, be as important as the State-owned
trunk lines. It is only necessary to look at the
map which has been prepared to see that. By
and by, when we have federation and the
Northern and Central divisions of the colony get
separation—for which they have been so long
asking—what will be the position of the people
there? They will be under the influence of these
syndicate companies. One of the dangers in
handing over a large territory to such a company
is shown in the case of Mount Morgan, and what
happened at Mount Morgan will hauppen in other
places under similar conditions, where any
private company has controlling power. I
would like to know how much show I would
have to secure the Mount Morgan seat. But
here is the fact : I have been able to win a seat
in the municipal council for such a conservative
constituency as the North Ward.

Hon, D. H. DawryMpLE: You might not
do it again, though.

Mr. HIGGS : It is true that I may not do it
again. My advocacy of certain reform measures
in the municipal council may have brought
about a combination which may succeed in
defeating we.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. HIGGS: I recognise that, I may win a
seat in a conservative ward like the North Ward,
and I may gain & seat in this House for a demo-
cratic constituency like the Valley; but what
chance would I have in a place like Mount
Morgan? In the North Ward and in the Valley
all classes are to be found, from the wealthy man
to the poorest person in the community, and 1
have a chance there. There is not the same
majority of working men voters in either of those
localities that there is at Mount Morgan ; but I
would have no show at Mount Morgan, because
I should not be in sympathy with the Mount
Morgan syndicate, and because it is well known
that the miners there have to consider their
wives and little ones, and they have to consider
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the prospect of the mine being closed down, and
themselves thrown out of work, if the company’s
favoured candidate for Parliament is not re-
turned. The hon. member {or Mackay may say
that is an exaggeration.

Hon. D. H. DarrympLe: I say it is pure
fiction, if you ask me.

Mr. HIGGS : I wonder the hon. gentleman
did not say it was something frightful.

Hon. D. H. DarrymprLe: It will do to stone-
wall, T suppose.

Mr. HIGGS: Now, do not make unkind
remarks. We are getting on fanmously, after the
little breeze .of this afternoon, when there were
all sorts of challenges to mortal combat. We
are now getting along quietly and decently, and
I hope hon. members will refrain from unkind
interjections, At the Gympie election in 1893,
when a Labour representative was returned for
the first time, the companies there had such
influence that a number of men were thrown cut
of employment. Andin 1893, the hon. member
for Charters Towers tells me, 800 men were
thrown oub of work on Charters Towers because
the candidates favoured by the mining companies
were not returned to Parliament. Because the
men chose to exercise what was understocd
to be their God-given right of freedom of
opinion, they were thrown out of work.
Possibly their little children had not sufficient
bread. They may have had to suffer the pangs
of poverty. That is how the trust and the syndi-
cate will work if they do not get their own way,
and we can hardly wonder at working men hesi-
tating before exercising their votes as they would
in a free constituency. That is a valid reason
for objecting to granting any body of men a
power such as it is proposed to confer under this
and other Bills to construet railways which will
be the arteries through which will flow the com-
merce of the particular districts in which they
are. We have not yet arrived at the stage when
the company’s representative in this House is of
the character of the company’s representative in
America. I remember hearing hon. members
laugh with scorn at the references made by
republizans to the free institutions of America
and, certainly, in some respects, they had reason
to jeer at the developments which have been the
coutcome of republicanism in America—or not
the outcome of republicanism so much as of the
abandonment of a true policy of Government by
and for the people. Now, the representative of
the company in this House-—

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. HIGGS: What I mean to say, Sir, is
this—that the candidate or representative of a
constituency in this House who has the support
of the people generally, and also of the colony,
is not of the same character as some of their
representatives in the American Parliament. A
very eminent writer—Mr, Henry George—now
unfortunately dead—speaks thus of things in
America—

The people, of course, continue to vote; but the
people are losing their power. Money and organisa-
tion tell more and more in elections. In some ecases
bribery has become chronie. As for the great
railway managers, they may well say, to use the phrase
of the greatest of them, “The people be damned.””
When the railway managers want the power of the
people they buy the people’s masters.,

Hon. D. H, DatrynprLE: A freetrader and
an anti-socialist.

Mr, HIGGS : Henry George declared himself
an anti-State-socialist, and he was a great believer
in a single tax, and an absolute {reetrader ; but
he was not a freetrader of the stamp of the hon.
member for Mackay. He was a man who believed
in the unrestricted interchange and exchange of
goods., He did not believe iu any revenue tariff,
Absolute freedom of trade was his policy, and,
as a complement to that kelief, he also considered
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that we should derive all the revenue for govern-
mental purposes from the land, and, with very
great eloquence, he went far to show the justice
of a land tax.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. HIGGS: Henry George was not a
believer in private railway syndicates. He did
not believe in such a policy, but was for State-
ownership. He recognised, as we are trying
to prove to hon. members opposite, that a rail-
road is what its name says, a road over which
passengers may travel and goods may be carried.
I expect—and there is no offence intended to
hon, members by this remark—I expect that
in days to come, in years to come, if these syn-
dicates get their way, and the country becomes
closely populated, they will have their representa-
tives in this House. It will be impossible to
keep them out, because they will have control
over the working-class voters, who will be afraid
of dismissal, and will perforce vote for the
company’s representative, who will come into
this House and do his level best to further legis-
lation in the interest of companies and trusts
generally, and against the interests of the general
public. There is a certain small secticn of men
in the community who have had a very hard
struggle against adverse circumstances, and who
have apparently succeeded owing to their own
efforts, and they have got the idea that the
majority of the commumty, who, being poorly
educated, and through their monotonous toil not
having the smartness of themselves, are an
inferior type of humanity, doomed to occupy a
certain state, that state being that they
shall live and have their being merely to
administer to the comfort of the ruling class.
There is no doubt that such people will come into
the House filled with the notion that the persons
who moil and toil in factories and mines must so
moil and toil because it is their duty to do so—
because it is the state in which God has been
pleased to place them—and they deserve nothing
better, Andif there are any Hactories Acts or
Barly Closing Acts in operation those people will
do their best to have them repealed. T do not at
all agree with those who think that there are
certain classes in the community who have to toil
and woil for an existence, and who are created
for that purpose,

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : What has that to do
with the Mount Garnet Railway ?

Mr. HIGGS : It has everything to do with it.
The hon. gentleman has the logical faculty
largely developed, in fact so largely developed
that at any time be is willing to indulge in a
logical contest, and he has no room for anything
else, But it is very easy for a logician to get
into a perfect maze, and sometimes the hon.
gentleman gets into a maze. I have been trying
to show that this proposal to depart from the
State ownership and construction of railways will
be fraught with evil results, and that one of those
evil results will be that the representatives who
will in future come into this House with the seal
of the companies controlling the electorate will
do their best to block or repeal reform legislation,
which may have a very great deal to do with the
happiness or otherwise of a very great number of
producers in the colony. Hon. members oppo-
site have talked about the public nature of these
proposals.  Bub the public will only be affected
by them to the extent that they will have to pay
50, or perhaps 100, per cent. more than they
have to pay on State railways., The investors in
the companies will be the only persons whom the
railways will directly benefit. The railway
before us this evening will interest beneficially
only a very few people. There is other legisla-
tion on the business-paper which we know would
interest hundreds and thousands of people in
the colony.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Tramwey Bill.

Hon. D. H. DarryMers: And you are block-

ing it.

%Ir. HIGGS : The moment we disagree with
hon. members opposite we are told that we are
blocking legislation. I shall expect those hon,
members who make that charge to send up a
formal protest to the Upper Chatmber, where
they are discussing the Health Bill, because the
Hon. A. C. Gregory says that Bill goes too far,
I shall expect hon. members to tell those gentle-
men that they are wasting the time of the
House.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : Nobody says
that about you.

Mr. HIGGS : The hon. member for Mackay
has just said that we are blocking legislation by
discussing this Bill,

The SECRETARY ¥OR RAILWAYS : You are very
entertaining.

Mr, HIGGS: I am sorry I cannot say the
same about the hon. geuntleman. I listened to
the hon. gentleman without interrupting him,
and I would say that if my remarks do not
please the hon, gentleman, the House is exten-
sive and the world is wide, and there is no com-
pulsion to wait in this Chamber, I shall listen
with very great respect to the hon. gentleman
when he is carrying these Bills through com-
mittee, and I shall assist him all T can, and thus
heap coals of fire on his head. However, in
deference to the hon gentleman, I shall conclude
my remarks. Iam really obliged to hon, mem-
bers opposite, especially to the hon. member for
Mackay, for the patience with which they have
listened to my remarks. On some future occa-
sion, on some Thursday afternoon, when the
hon. member for Mackay is trying to stonewall
and block some little effort of ours to advance
the interests of the people, I promise to be
quiet and to refrain from interjecting. I hope
that the hon. gentleman at the head of the
Govermment will take notice of the discussion
which has taken place here this afterncon. We
have dealt with a very important matter in his
absence. The hon. gentleman dismissed the
matter last evening with a wave of the hand, and
got on to some argument about the railway
generally, without touching the very important
question of that fraudulent prospectus issued by
certain promoters of the North Chillagoe Mines
Company. It is due to the Government and the
country that the hon. gentleman should use the
forces at his command to find out the perpe-
trators of that penal offence of publishing a mis-
leading version of a report by the Assistant
Government Geologist. If the hon. gentleman

does not do that, the country will

[8 p.m.] be able to form its own opinion as

to the reasons which prompted the
hon. gentleman not to take action and prosecute
the persons responsible for that outrage. I have
only to thank hon. gentlemen for their kindness
and patience in listening to my remarks.
* Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE (Mackay): I
don’t know whether the word ¢ patience” is
altogether applicable to the frame of mind which
we have been in during the time the hon. member
has been giving us such a long and dreary
harangue ; but one thing is certain, and that is
that we have had to bear it. T trust that we bore
it with suitable fortitude. I had atone time the
impression that the members of the Labour party,
generally, were gifted with very long tongues.
They were called in the past ‘‘jaw-smiths,” and
I thought that the vigour which earned them
that appellation they had probably retained
until the present day ; but I am beginning to have
very grave doubts now as tn whether that is so,
otherwise the hon. member who has just spoken—
who has indicated his abhorrence of monopoly—
would havehad no particular necessity to monopo-
lise so much of the talk himself. If theintention
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of the Labour party is to give us their opinions and
prevent business coming on, he might have
shared this notoriety with some of bhis friends on
the other side. The hon. member for Fortisude
Valley, who was at one time editor of a paper—
I trust that then he supplied the public with
articles much more to the point than his speech
this afternoon—has taken up four hours in
ostensibly discussing the suhject before the
House—namely, the Mount Garnet Tramway
Bill; but most of his time was taken up in
realing a report which has appeared in both of
the metropolitan daily papers, which is per-
fectly known to most members of the House,
and which, it seems to me, is ent'rely irrelevant.
If the hon. member proves that in some cases
a fraudulent prospectus has been drawn up--even
assuming that in this instance there has been
something improper, and certainly it does appear
to be so in thisinstance -~it does not follow that all
private enterprise is to be done away with. The
hon. member may remember, and so may the
hon. member for Charters Towers, that some
time ago at Charters Towers there was a gentle-
man who I believe was employed as secretary to
a miners’ association, or some public association,
and levanted with the money; and from that I
suppose the hon. member for Tortitude Valley
would conclude that there should be no more
assoclations and no more secretaries; bnt I am
not aware that proof of failure in one direction
or one instancs, or proof of fallibility or erime
in any association or company, or of human
beings is to say that it is necessary in future
to have no associations and no companies and
no human beings. Though the prospectus is
not a bit worse than a good many 1 regret to
say I have seen, apparently it was intended
to beguile and deceive the puhlic, and if in
the ordinary cwurse of law it is possible for
the Government to move in the matter, T have
no doubt thabt the Attorney-General and the
Department of Justice will take action. And
some action I think ought to be taken. Thehon.
member’s speech, exc-pt he desired to show that
because there is one fraudulent prospectus any
future enterprise bv companies must be done
away with—unless his desire was to prove that,
then the whole of the hon. memb r’s speech
was simply “prunes and prunella ”—so much
waste time, as a hon. member near me observes.
The hon. member himself knows that from his
point of view, as well as from mine, his remarks
were absolutely irrelevant.

Mr., McDonaLD : The Speaker would have
pulled him up in that case. That is a reflection
on the Sp-aker,

Hox. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I will not cast
any reflection whatever on the Speaker. The
Speaker has a very difficult position to maintain,
and T have no dowbt that he did not interfere
becanse the hon. member’s remarks might be
technically relevant; at the same time they were
practically irrelevant, and the hon., member
knows it very well,

Mr. HarDACRE : What has your speech to do
with the railwav ?

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : We haveheard
a great deal about syndicates. I don’t know
anything particularly objectionable to a com-
pany as a company. The leader of the Labour
party had the candour to admit that he, perhaps,
was a member of a syndicate—which is really
another name for a joint stock company ; and
seeing that Charters Towers and Croydon are
mainly developed by those syndicates:

Mr. Dawsox: Not a railway syndicate.

Hox, D. H. DALRYMPLE : Syndicates, at
any rate. That appellation is used in this
House as a name of reproach. The hon, member
for Fortitude Valley talked about measures
being devised in the interests of * syndicates,
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thieves, and swindlers.” That is the way in
which he talked of them, and on that I presume
he justified a great deal of his speech. One
would think that a syndicate was an invention
of the evil une to enslave the human race, but
the hon. member for Charters Towers candidly
admits that Charters Towers is in the unsatis-
factory eondition at the present time of owing
the greater part of its large output of gold to the
successful operation of these very syndicates.

Mr. Dawsox : He does not admit anything of
the kind.

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : They are not
railway syndicators, says the hon. member, but,
neverthel ss, they are syndicators to the extent
of being joint stock companies, and they are
private—that is to say, the State does not work
all the mines there—aud a very fortunate thing
probably for the State, and certainly for Charters
Towers, that it does not.

Mr. Dawson: It would have been a good
thing for the State,

Hox. D. H. DALRYMPLE: While the
objection is taken that these mines should not be
allowed to be opened by a private company,
because the private company would do harm,
yeb it is urged that the State should open them
~-that the Government should take the chestnuts
out of the tire for this abominable syndicate,
which words are wanting to hon. members
opposite to revile sufficiently. This abominable
syndicate has taken up a large and a wealthy
mine. I believe it will not be denied that it is a
wealthy mine, and hon. gentlemen opposite
suggest that the Government should take all the
risk of taking these chestnnts out of the fire.
Instead of letiing the syndicate make the rail-
way at its own risk, and stand the loss if the
mine turns out a failure, the Liahour party ask
that the burden should devolve upon the tax-
payers of the colony. If the syndicate’s opera-
tions are s0 improper, then the hon, member for
Fortitude Valley, the leader of the Labour
par'y, and the hon, member for Charters Towers,
should never dream of proposing that the Go-
vernment, at the expense and risk of the tax-
payers, should go and make a railway to erable
these men who have got hold of Mount Garnet
to make a huge profit with a very small amount
of ri-k.

Mr. Dawsox : Do you think the line will pay ?

Hox. D. H. DALRYMPLE : Ido not know
in the least whether it will or not, but by the
proposal from the other side the risk and loss, if
any, will fall upon the taxpayers whown hon.
members opposite pretend to represent, but
whom they are willing to drag through all sorts
of danger. If the mine pays well the railway
will pav, but if the mine does not pay, the rail-
way will not pay.

Mr., REn: And the Government will buy it.

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : And the loss
will fall upon the specnlators.

Mryr. REID : No, the Government will buy it.

Hox. D. H. DALRYMPLE: The Govern-
ment are not at all likely to buy a railway unless
that railway is profitable.

Mr. Dawson: Unless itis worn out, you mean.

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : The Govern-
ment are not compelled to buy that railway. I
wonder where hon. members will carry their
powers of misrepresentation. I am not going off
the track like hon. members who have been
talking all round the compass. I desire to speak
on the Mount Garnet Railway. Now, we have
heard a good deal about the 50 per cent. charge-
able by this company more than is at present
charged on the Government railways. It has
been pointed out already that it would not be an
unreasonable thing if the fares at Chillagoe were
placed higher than in the neig! bourhood of Ips-
wich. Wages about Chillagoe, I hope, are higher
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than they are about Ipswich. But the com-
parison is not as between the fares about Ipswich
and about Chillagoe, but, so far as the people
are concerned, if they are going to use a
railway at all. It is between the fares they
would be charged on this railway and the
only alternative—a bullock dray or a pack-
horse. If persons are willing to pay 50 per cent.
above present Government railway rates, it
will be because that would be about b per cent.
only of the carriage they would otherwise have
to pay. They will not use that railway unless
they can make a profit out of the transaction. It
is quite evident that by the construction of the
railway the public must be the gainers. It has
been said that the railway might have been con-
structed under the Tramways Act, or simply as
an addition to the mine. If I did not misunder-
stand the leader of the Labour party, he would
have no objection to the line if it were constructed
in that manner. What he objects to is that it
should be a public roadway. Why, that seems
to me to be the very reason why we should
prefer the railway to be constructed as proposed,
in the interests of the public. It isquite correct,
I believe, that under the Mining Act a railway
to carry merely minerals could be constructed by
the company without coming to the House at all,
under an Act which hon. gentlemen opposite
have approved of.

Mr. DawsoXN : They have not approved of it.

Hox. D. H. DALRYMPLY: Bat there
would be this difference, that while hon. mem-
bers opposite would be considering the syndi-
cators we are considering the public. We want
to know where the public would be in that case.
We say it is very much better that in the
interests of the public the syndicate should con-
struct a railway that will be open to carry
passengers and public freight, In this way the
public areserved, and a great advantage follows
to the public. If this railway were constructed
under the Mining Act I can imagine the leader
of the Labour party saying, ‘“Why did the
Government permit this to go through? Why,
in some way or other, if there had been any
chance to do it, did they not see that the railway
would be open to the public?”” There might be
other mines in the neighbourhood, and if the
hon. member for Croydon was interested in one
of them, he might complain of the charges made
by the company assuming that they could make
charges if the line were constructed under the
Mining Act, and I do not think they could.
If he had a mine of his own in the vicinity, it
would be shut up unless in virtue of such a Bill
as this the company which owned the railway
were compelled to carry for the public. If
the wishes of some hon. memhers opposite were
carried out, it would mean that monopolies
would be established. The Government are
endeavouring to prevent monopolies, as far as
the public are concerned. Itis quite evident
that railways of this kind must be beneficial to
the whole community as well as to the people
more particularly concerned, We have the
testimony of the hon. member for Woothakata—
wha, T think, knows more about the districts con-
cerned than any other member, and whoisa gentle-
man of good repute— that the operations of the
Chillagoe Company have been beneficial and satis-
factory from a distriet point of view, They have
increased settlement, and have opened up many
mines, and I think that this Mount Garnet line
will be also very beneficial to that district. Hon.
members on the other side say that the Govern-
ment should build all these lines; but do they
think the people are going to be deluded and
beguiled by such a statement? Do not hon.
members know that the Government cannot con-
steuct all these lines asked for, which are esti-
mated to cost £20,000,000? 'There is a great
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demand for railways now, and hon. members
must know that the State cannot build them,
and many of them are asked for on a very
reasonable basis, but any hope of their being
built by the State is perfectly illusory.

Mr. Dawson: Why?

Ho~x. D. H. DALRYMPLE: If the hon.
member cannot use his intellect to see why, I
cannot help that, He must know that the credit
of the colony is limited. These railways cannot
be made for many years unless by private euter-
prise, and the portions of the colony where they
are required will remain in a stagnant and
undeveloped conditon. A railway cannot be
obtained by the grace of God or as a gift of
Nature. The arguments for State railways are
various. One is that private railway companies
do not keep up the rate of wages. Rivers do not
keep up the price of wages; but would hon.
members say they would close up rivers on that
account? Now, it does not follow that be-
cause the Clillagoe Company, or the Mount
Garnet Company, or any other company,
have the right to charge rates 50 per cent.
heavier than the Government rates that
they will exercise that right or privilege. We
find that in the United States, where there are
more railways than in any other part of the
world, the rates are far cheaper than anywhere
else. Let me take one instance in Queensland.
‘We have the Tramways Company in Brisbane,
whose charges are a great deal less than the
Government charges on the railways. As a
matter of fact, this company will take you four
miles for 83d. The Government, I think, charge
about double that amount for the same distance.
If some hon. members cannot catch their train
after 11, they have to remain here for the rest of
the night. But the Tramways Company has an
excellent service, and they only charge 3d. up
till 12-30.

Mr., Dawson: Have you gone home late at
night in the trams?

Hon. D.H. DALRYMPLE : Yes, {requently;
and you can get a tram in the morning every ten
minutes from 6°30. If you miss a train you may
have to wait an hour. Now, we are not dealing
with railways generally, but with a certain pro-
posed line—the Mount Garnet line. I have

pointed out that it does not follow
[8°30 p.m.] that a cowpany will charge higher
rates than the Government, or give
less accomnodation, It is quite possible that it
will give even better accommodation in every

way.

Mr. Dawson : If it is anything like the Bris-
bane Tramways Company you will get more
insolence from its servants.

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : I imagine that
the hon. member will get insolence where I shall
not. I am civil to the tramway employees,

Mr, Dawson: After 10 o’clock at night they
will not wait for you.

Hox. D. H. DALRYMPLE : They will stop
at the proper places.

Mr. Dawson: They will not.

Ho~. D. H. DALRYMPLE : I really do not
know why the hon. member should bring up his
private grievances in this House in this way.

Mr. Dawson: I simply want to give a direct
contradiction to your illustration.

The SPEAKKR : Order!

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : The hon. mem-
ber’s experience is very different from mine. It
is a fact that the tramways run very much more
frequently and to a later hour than the trains,
and that through fares are cheaper than those on
the railways.

Mr. Re1D : The Government could run them
just as cheaply.
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Mr, DawsoN : They could, and give a better
servies.

Hon, D. H. DALRYMPLE: There iy this
point to be considered also—that the Government
may ran trains without charge a* all to the pas-
sengers, but they would do so at the expense of
the rest of the community. I do not think that
the staternent that the Government charge lower
rates on their railways than a private company
is a reason for voting for public railways at all,
unless it can be shown that this is done out of the
earnings of the railways. But, if it be a fact
that the c¢)lony loses £300,000 per annum on
thos<e railways, it is not the slightest argument
in favour of S:ate railways so far as the general
taxpayer is concerned, because he is called upon
to make up the Jdeficit. The Guovernment can run
anything they like without chargieg for the ser-
vice, because they have the power of putting their
hands into the purses of tne general taxpayers,
and they do it; and, while their service is
apparently cheap to those people who require to
make use of it, if it be at the expense of a large
number of people who obtain no equivalent
benefit, and who are saddled with the cost, I do
not consider that it is a strong argument in
favour of the State having control of that service.
The hon. member for Fortitude Valley poses as
a prophet, and says that members on this side
will live to regret the attitude they have taken
up on this question. I do not see it at all. It is
all very well to make that prophecy, but there
is an old saying that ‘““you had bstter not
prophesy till you know.” Thers is no particular
guarantee of the accuracy of the hon. member’s
forecast. Some prophecies may be realised, but we
remember the attitude which was taken up by
prominent members of the Labour party with
regard to the South African war, and the Boers,
and the contingents, and do not attach much
weight to their prophecies, because we find
that, in order to adjust themselves to circum-
stances which they did not foresee, they have got
to turn their backs upon most of their prophecies
at that time. T do not propose to talk the matter
out, like the hon. member who preceded me. I
have endeavoured to deal with the subject, and
not to go into the question of publicethics; but
I would like to refer to a remark which was made
by one hon. member, and to which I made an
interjection. An hon. member spoke of the effect
companies would have upon the very frail
virtue of hon. members on this side. I told
the hon. member to speak for himself. I
do not think there is any cowmpany which is
likely to aftempt to induce hon. members
to do anything dishonest, and it is rather an
awkward thing for the Labour party to say,
because, at public banquets, at which they are
occasionally present, when the health of the
Parliament is proposed, they genecrally get up
and make a eulogy upon the virtues of this
Parliament, and say that it is quite equal to any
Parliament in Australia, and so on. They say
this with perfeet complacency, but at other
times, and in this very House, it is insinuated
that hon. members would be corrupt if the
slightest bribe was offered to them. Itispossible
that there may be corrupt persons in the world,
just as in some countries in political affairs the
spoils go to the victors, and they are not so
pure politically as we are here. If it suits
hon. members opposite they will say that
public affairs in this colony are conducted
fairly and honestly generally speaking, and with-
out corruption, and, although they may profess
to believe, I do not believe that the fact of there
being a certain number of gentlemen, Mr.
Moffatt amongst them, who are shareholders in
this company, is one which hon, members can
look upon with the slightest fear of their being
corrupted. I ventureto say we are not likely to
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be approached by persons who are desirous of
bribing us, and, in the second place, I venture
to siv—whatever any other hon. member may
say for himself in regard to the master—that it
is quite fureign to the habits and modes of
thought of hoan. members, and of the people
of the colony, to believe that there is likely
to bs any corruptivn practised because a
certain syndicate happens to desire to make
a railway. Why should they desire fo cor-
rupt anybody? Hon. members opposite say
that this particular riilway ought to be bailt
by the State. Why, then, should there be any
particular d-sire on the part of any compiny to
bribe members of this House? I believe that
hon. members who entertain such visws with
regard to the honour of members of Parliament
are betraying their own fraiity, and confessing
their own weakness. Formy part, I indignantly
repudiate any such idea, and such opinions are
dissinetly derogatory to hon. members who utter
them, and they express their modes of thought in
a manner which is not altogether favourable to
themselves.

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers): The con-
cluding remarks of the hon. gentleman who has
just resumed his seat struck me as being some-
what peculiar. He seems to be labouring under
the impression that hon. members on this side,
while objecting to the Government proposals,
have also accused hon. members on the other side
who approve of these propusals of being the
victims of corruption.

Hon., D. H. DArrymMPLE : Your own organs
accused your own members six months ago.

Mr. DAWSON: If the hon. member thinks
that is the ground of our objection he is entirely
mistaken. The objection sthat members on this
side take is, not that the members on the other
side who are opposed to us have been bribed or
are corrupt in any way, but merely that they
are mistaken—that what they believe is a good
policy to be pursued in the interest of the country
is a wrong one.

Hon. D, H. Dacrympre: What I said was
that one of the arguments against private rail-
ways was that they might corrupt the Govern-
ment and Parliament.

Mr., DAWSON: I want it to be distinctly
understood that the ground of our objection to
this proposal is not that hon, members on the
other side have been bribed, or that they are
corrupt in any way, but rather that the policy is
not a good one. [ challenge the hon. gentleman
to quote a statement made by anybody on this
side of the House in which either the hon, gentle-
man himself or any member of the House has
been charged with corruption. I think we ought
to debate these matters on fair lines.

Hon. D, H. Datryupre : Then you should not
make these charges.

Mr. DAWSON: No member of this House has
a right to set up an Aunt Sally of that descrip-
tion, and knock it down himself. If the hon.
gentleman had been charged with corruption,
then he would have been right in his 1indig-
nation, if it was not simulated indignation,
in repudiating that charge ; but when there has
not been the slightest suspicion of a charge of
that description the hon. member iz indulging
in a very unfair line of criticism.

Hon. D. H. DatryurLe: The statement was

made.

Mr. DAWSON : T have already stated that T
challenge the hon, gentleman to quote a state-
ment made by any member on this side of the
House in which such a charge has been made
either against himself, or any member on that
side, during the discussion on these Bills,
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Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I should like
to make an explanation. The argument used by
the hon. member for Cairns against private rail-
ways was that these syndicates were so powerful,
and their influence in America had been so
injurious, that in all probability our legislators
would be corrupted. The hon. member for
Cairns made that statement, and you will see it
in Hansard.

Mr. DAWSON : I am very glad the hon.
gentleman has made that explanation. Now we
understand that the ground of the hon. gentle-
man’s charge is that something may probably
eventuate in the distant future, always provided
that we follow on the lines of America. Then,
in the distant future, some hon. members who
will be sitting in this Chamber when the present
members are dead and gone may he corrupted.
That is the flimsy pretext on which the hon.
gentleman simulates his indignation. T refer to
this matter first because I wish it to be dis-
tinctly understood by hon. members on the
other side of the House, who differ from
us on the policy of the Government in intro-
ducing these Bills, that it is not on that
ground that we object to them. We object
to them on higher ground entirely—on the
ground of public policy. The hon. member
for Mackay—whom we are all pleased to listen to
at any time, because if he has anything to say
he says it well, even if he is wrong—seems tome
to have entirely missed the point in this instance,
The objection that we have to this proposal, to
put it as briefly as I possibly can, is that if the
construction of the Mount Garnet Railway is a
ood thing, if, as the hon. gentleman and the
ecretary for Railways claim, it will open up a
mineral field and develop the mining industry of
the colony to such an extent that it will be an
all-round benefit to the taxpayers of the colony,
and will bring in a profit to the syndicate who
undertake the construction of the railway—or
tramway, as the Government call it—then I say
that is the very strongest argument we could
urge why the State should undertake the con-
struction and maintenance of that railway.

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I never said the line
would pay ; it is a pure speculation.

Mr. DAWSON: At any rate, that is one
statement I have to make. If the GGovernment
are satisfied that the line will pay, then it
ought to be constructed by the State. On the
other hand, if they are satisfied that it will not
pay, that the wealth of the mines will not justify
the construction of this railway, and that these
foolish people who join in the syndicate will lose
their money, then that is one of the strongest
arguments that could be urged why the railway
should not be constructed at all.

Mz, ForsyTH : That is their lookout.

Mr. DAWSON: The hon. member for Car-
pentaria interjects that thas is their business.
The hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill, the
Secretary for Railways, made a remark to the
same effect on a previous occasion, and said that
if a private syndicate undertook the construction
of the railway and it did not pay, it was their
own lookout, and no Minister of the Crown, and
no Government, should interfere with them, I
dissent absolutely from that proposition. I say
it is the duty of the Government to protect the
people of this colony. If these speculators who
are going to construct this line are our fellow-
colonists, they must look to the Government for
protection ; if they are speculators outside the
colony, then for the honour of the colony the
Gm}z]ernment should see that they are fairly dealt
with.

The SECRETARY FOR Rarrwarys ; Thesyndicate
must look out for themselves,

]
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Mr. DAWSON : That is all very fine. The
hon. gentleman may be going home to-night, with
his month’s pay in his pocket, and a sneak-thief
may come along and steal the money from his
pocket. Would the hon. gentleman then say
that it was his own lookout—that he should have
been a little more careful in protecting his
monthly screw? No; he would report the
matter to the nearest police station, the smartest
detective in the service would go after the sneak-
thief, and if he was caught and convicted he
would be sent to St. Helena.

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : Because he has
broken the law,

Mr. DAWSON : T say that should be the law.
But the hon. gentleman is trying to lay it down
that because a man does this silly thing it is his
own lockout, and that he should suffer the con-
sequences of his own folly. If the hon. member
for Mackay goes home to-night, and does not
lock his door, and a burglar rifles his pockets, the
hon, gentleman is not allowed to suffer the con-
sequences of hisown folly. We have policemen,
magistrates, jndges, and gaols for the punishment
of men who do things of that description. We
protect the hon. gentleman against his own
foolishness, I am just reminded that a few
years ago we had a firm here called ‘“Tatter-
sall,” run by one George Adams; and I think
that brought in about £30,000 a year revenue.

The PreEmigr : It did not.

Mr. DAWSON : Very close to it.

The PrEMIER : 1t made more than that out of
Queensland.

Mr. DAWSON : The people who purchased
tickets were not forced to do it, but the Govern-
ment, to protect them from their own foolishness,
passed the Suppression of Gambling Act, and
George Adams is now in Tasmania. T dissent
absolutely from the proposition that because a
man does a certain thing he hasnoredress. The
hon. member for Mackay is very fruitful in his
arguments and illustrations. Sometimes be is
happy ; sometimes unhappy—mostly the latter.
To-night he was particularly unhappy. He
quoted by way of illustration the Brisbane
Tramways Company, and said what a great
benefit the establishment of that company
had been to the people of Brisbane; bub
if there is one company that shows the evil
of the paramount ownership of a public road
in Queensland by a private company, it is this
very Brisbane Tramways Company.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You stand
alone in that opinion.

Mr. DAWSON : I do not; and I venture to
say that if a referendumn of those who use the
trams were taken it would be found that I am
expressing their true opinion. As a matter of
simple fact the Brisbane Tramways Company has
the municipal council by the ears in North Bris-
bane, and has also got possession of the Govern-
ment.

The PrEMIER : No.

Mr, DAWSON : There is not a single case
where any complaint is made about the manage-
ment of the company that is listened to either
from the municipal council or from the Govern-
ment. What you get from the Brisbane Tram-
ways Company is more insolence than service.
Only last Saturday evening—and this is only one
of numerous cases that have come under my
observation—a man wanted to get out of a tram
at a place where trams are advertised to stop,
and the tram would not stop. The man did get
out, and turned three or four somersaults in
doing so. Then the tram stopped and the con-
ductir got out, took the man’s name and address,
and told the man he would very likely be sum-
moned. He stopped there then about a quarter
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of an hour, though he could not stop a second to let
the man get out. I have had a buster from a tram
myself.

Hon, D. H. DALRYMPLE : Hence these tears !
. Mr. DAWSON : 8¢ I happen to know allabout
it. I know that female relations of mine have
desired to get out of trams at cortain places, and
the trams would not stop. They have endea-
voured to get out, and have had busters. Since
my last sudden acquaintance with mother earth,
I have made it a rule to neither enter nor leave a
tram until it absolutely stops, and the result is
that about nine times out of ten it either does not
stop for me in getting in, or I am carried
past my destination in getting out. That
is the high-handed manner in which this
man Badger, the manager of the Brisbane Tram-
ways Company, carries on this private tramway
company. My experience is not singular, You
can find hundreds of people, particularly those
living in South Brisbane, to support the testimony
T am giving now. So when the hon. member
quotes the Brisbane Tramways Company as being
such a convenience to the public, in the light of
the evidence I have given he could not have made
a more unfortunate quotation.

Hon. D. H. DarryMpLE: And still they go

on.

Mr. DAWSON : The public are absolutely
compelied to use them,

Hon. D. H, DALRYMPLE: Why?

Mr. DAWSON : If I can possibly help it, I
never go into & tram.

, An HoONOURABKLE MEMBER:

There is the

us.
Mr. DAWSON : You cannot always get a
’bus when you want it, but I never
[9pm.] go into a tram if T can get a ’bus.
Complaints have been made to the
municipal council about the conduct of the
traffic by the tramway company, and what is
the reply from the aldermen? That it is useless
to take a case, because Mr. Badger has got them
tied hand and foot. That is the invariable
reply.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Who by ?

Mr. DAWSON : By the council,

Mr. GIveENs : He has the Traffic Board by the
wool, too.

Mr. DAWSON : An electric tram service is a
thing to be appreciated, but to be best appreci-
ated it should be in the hands of the municipal
council or of the Government. Then I believe the
public would receive civility and a decent service.
At present they do vot receive either. The only
way of meeting that is to take it out of the hands
of the privatesyndicate and putit into the hands
of the council.

. Mr. Givens: The council admit that they are
incompetent to run it.

Mr. DAWSON : The hon. member for Mackay
advanced very many arguments in a way in
which only the hon. mewmber for Mackay could
advance them, in favour of the construction of
this tramway by a private syndicate.

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : Seeing that we can-
not get it in any other way.

Mr. DAWSON : That is an assertion that is
not supported by any evidence. It is not even
supported by the Minister in charge of the Bill.

Hon. D. H. DarrymMPLE : It does not require
support,

Mr, DAWSON : Does the hon, member mean
to say that it is impossible for this Government
to borrow sufficient money to construct this line
to Mount Garnet ?

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: And construct at
the same $ime a great many other more neces-
sary lines,

Mr. DAWSON: We are dealing now with one
particular line. Does the hon. gentleman mean
to assert that this Government is so poor in
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itself, and so poverty-stricken in reputation, that
they cannot get enough money to construct this
twenty-seven miles of tramnway ?

Hon. D. H. DaLryMPLE : A syndicate’s rail-
way, at the expense of railways more badly
wanted.

Mr. DAWSON : Dealing with this £20,000,000
we have heard of, there is a point that attention
should be drawn to very sharply. The reason
why they intend to farm out this line, as well
as others, is because railway lines are neces-
sary in order to develop the resources of the
country, and the finances of the country will not
permit of the State undertaking the construction
and maintenance of those lines. This is the
position taken up by hon. members opposite. In
this connection they have opened their mouths
very widely, and have said something about
its ~ being necessary to have something like
£20,000,000 of money to construct the lines that
are necessary.

Hon. D. H. DatrympiLE: The demands that
have been made,

Mr, DAWSON: I have yet to learn, as a
gentle and simple politician without experience,
that Ministers in charge of the Treasury yield
to all the demands that are made. I have a
keen recollection of a demand that has been
made on various Governments for many years,
but it has not been acceded to. That is the
demand for the Bowen line. I have a recollec-
tion of a demand made by the hon. member for
Flinders for the Cloncurry line, that has not
been acceded to.

The PreMiEg : I never heard it.

Mr. DAWSON : I'he hon. member was in the
House at the time the money was actually voted
for its construction.

The Prauirr: No, I was not.

Mr. REID : The Chief Secretary was.

Mr. DAWSON : [ was not_here then I know.
Butif thepresent members for Townsville were not
here, the Hon. Villiers Brown was.

The PrEMIER : No he was not,

Mr. DAWSON: I think the members for
Townsville then were Mr. Macrossan and Mr,
Villiers Brown., However, the money was passed
for that line. When the hon. member talks
about demands having been made, I ask how
long was the hon. member for Port Curtis
demanding that the gap should be filled up
between Rosedale and Gladstone ?

The PREMIER : Only one year.

Mr. DAWSON : How lJong have the hon,
members for Rockhamp’on North and for Rock-
hampton been demanding that the gap should be
filled up between Gladstone and Rockhampton?
How long have Northern members been demand-
ing the continuation of the railway from Cler-
mont to the Burdekin Bridge or to Ravenswood?
How long has the hon, member for Aubiguy been
talking about a railway from Goombungee to—to
~—to Wheelbarrow ? (Laughter.) How long has
the hon. member for Dalby been demanding the
starting of a line from Yeulba to St. George?
How long were the hon. member for Cambooya
and the hon. member whom he succeeded
demanding a line from Pittsworth to St. George?
And, Mr. Speaker, if I may ask the question,
how long have you, Sir, been demanding a line
from Warwick to St. George? And we are to
believe that, simply because a demand has been
made, the consciences of hon. gentlemen opposite
are so sensitive and their natures are so generous
tha(t;1 they must accede to every demand that is
made.

Hon, D. H. DatrymrrE : Claims are made for
many railways more important than this.

Mr. DAWSON: There is a great deal of
difference between a claim being made and a
claim being acceded to, and that is the point I
am endeavouring to make the hon. gentleman
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understand. 'We have been told thatif the State
is to coustruct railways they must have
£20,000,000 on acconunt of the demands that have
been made. As a matter of fact, what it is pro-
posed to do now by private enterprise does not
amount to £20,000,000.

Hon D. H. Darrympre: I should think it

idn’t.

Mr. DAWSON : Then what is the use of the
hon. gentleman making use of this fabulous sum
of £20,000,000, unless it is to hoodwink and
throw dust in the eyes of the public? In this
connection, I venture to say that Queensland is
such a wealthy colony and has such vast
resources—and the people of the colony have
sufficient energy and intelligence to use and
develop those resources—that if £20,000,000
were required, we could borrow that sum more
readily than any private syndicate or syndicates
could.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Would you vote for
a £20,000,000 Jo»n ?

Mr. DAWSON: Noj; not while the hon.
gentleman is sitting on the Treasury bench, It
appears to me a very foolish statement to make
—that syndicates can do certain things which
are nece~sary to develop our resources that the
Government cannot do. Surely the reputation
of this colony is sufficient to make it a successful
competitor against any private syndicate! If
not, the blame rests on the shoulders of those
who are responsible for the government of the
colony. I wish to make passing reference to an
ungenerous statement made by the hon. member
for Mackay., As a rule he 1s not ungenercus.
He made a remark by way of argument that a
certain secretary had got away with funds, and
I have no doubt he made use of that argument
in order to try and wound myself. :

Hon. D. H. DaLryMPLE : How could it wound
you? I bad no idea of wounding you.

Mr. DAWSON : If that argument is carried
further, all I can say is that if certain public
treasurers run away with public funds over which
tlée}hhave control, we ought to have no treasurers
at all.

Hon. D. H. Darrympre: That is your argu-
mens,

Mr. DAWSON : We have had many painful
experiences with regard to secretaries and
treasurers ; but that experience has not been
half as painfol and disgraceful as the experience
we had in conniciion with the Queensland
National Bank. If hon. members on the other
side are going to throw slurs across this
Chamber, they will get as much as they give,
It is claimed that great advantage will result to
- the colony through the construction of these
private syndicate railw ays—more especial'y with
regard to the development of our mineral
resources. I hold the same opinion that I have
expressed on more than one occasion and which
I alsn.expressed as a member of the Royal
Commission on mining—that the construction
of these lines by private syndicate companies is
not necessary in order to develop our mineral
resources. Mining members-—especially in the
North, including the hon. member for Wootha-
kata—have all contended that a more wise and
liberal administration of our mining laws, and a
better protection to those who desire to invest in
mining, would do more to develop our mineral
resources than anvthing else. I represent the pre-
miergoldfi- 1d of the colony, and assuch 1 repudiute
entirely that private syndicate railways are
necessary to develop our mineral resources, as has
been stated by some members who are backing up
thisBill. If betterprotection wasgiven to investors
by the Government, that would do more to induce
capi al to come here snd develop our mines than
all these private railway concessions. I think
the hon, member for Cook drew up a paragraph in
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the report of that Royal Commission, and pointing
out that in order to get vutside investors to have
full confidence in the mineral resources of the
colony they would have to be given to under-
stand that they would be protected by the
Government.

The PREMIER: Are they not given that pro-
tection now ?

Mr. DAWSON: I do not think so. No
speculator with a wild-cat scheme is ever pulled
up by the Government. If any proof of that is
necessary it will be found in the document
alluded to by the leader of the Opposition last
pight, and commented on by the hon. member,
Mr. Higgs, this evening.

The PrEMIER : The Government exposed that,

My, DAWSON : No. It is not fully exposed
yet. 1 am perfectly satisfied what will happen
about this very Bill. What happened in con-
nection with the Chillagoe Railway Company ?
A number of shrewd speculators got a Bill passed
through this House, and they put their con-
cession on the London market, and scooped
£100,000 out of it.

Mr. J. Hasizron : Most of them have their
shares now.

Mr. DAWSON: And when this Bill is
passed, the people for whom this Bill is being
passed will do exactly the same thing—they will
put their concession on the London market, and
scoop in the dollars, and the bond fide investor
has got to take the risk,

The SecrETARY FOR RArLways: What differ-
ence does it make who constructs the railway ?

Mr. DAWSON: It makes a great deal of
difference. At the outset of my remarks, I
endeavoured to impress upon the hon. gentleman
that there was a great difference between the
speculator and the investor. The man we wan$
to encourage to develop our mineral resources is
the investor, and not the speculator ; and every
action we take which will induce the speculator
to come in and invest is injurious to the people
of this colony. We should endeavour to deal
with the investor direct, without the interfer-
ence of the speculator, who does us more harm
than good. 1 desire to reply to some remarks
that were made by the Premier, if I am not out
of order in doing so. They were not made exactly
on this Bill, but, as they were repeated by the
Secretary for Railways during this debate, I can
reply to both hon, gentlemen at the same
time. It is this: They express their surprise
at the members for Charters Towers opposing
the constiuction of a tramline, because there is
a tramline at Charters Towers. They refer to
the tramway belonging to the Mills’ United. I
wish to point out that that is a misuse of terms.
The tramway at Charters Towers is a tramway
which was brought into this House by a private
member, and the Bill was passed as a private
Bill. It empowered Milly’ United to construct
this tramline to their mine, joining the Northern
Railway, for the purpose of taking their quarez
and other material necessary fur the working of
the mine along their own private line and over
the Government line. Of course the company
has to pay as soon as their material touches the
Government railway. But in no case were they
permitted to cater for the public. It is ahso-
lutely a private line-—that is, a line for the con-
venience of that particular company. In the
strictest sense it is a private line, It is not
allowed to carry goods or passengers for any-
body 1o Charters Towers,

Hon, D. H. DALRYMPLE : It is a monopoly.

Mr. DAWSON : It is not & monopo’y. It is
a private line for the convenience and the
benefit of the company to whom it belongs.

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: Yes, a syndicate,

Mr. DAWSON : I b lieve the hon. member is
a shareholder in that syndicate,
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Hon. D. H. Datrymre: I do not think so.
It does not pay any dividends.

Mr. DAWSON: They have not for some
time ; and perhaps that is why the hon. gentle-
man got out of it.

The PrEMiur : Do not they carry quartz for
some other companies ?

Mr. DAWSON : No.

The PREMIER : Are you sure?

Mr. DAWSON : Absolutely certain.

The Premitr: What about the Mills’ United
quartz ?

. Mr. DAWSON ;: The Mills’ United own the
me,
L The PreMIER : The Day Dawn Block own the
e,

Mr. DAWSON : No, they do not. There is
a branch from it to the Day Dawn Block.

The Hon. D. H, DaLRYMPLE : Thisis a fright-
tul syndicate.

The PREMIER : The two mines use the line.

Mr. DAWSON : Having lived there for so
}{:any years, I ought to know something about
it.
The PrEMIER : How many branches are there
to the mill at the Burdekin? Both companies
use that mill.

Mr. DAWSON : T beg the hon. gentleman’s
pardon, The mill at the Burdekin belongs to
one company.

The PrEMIER : Yes; to the Day Dawn Block,

Mr. DAWSON: Tt belongs to the Mills’
United ; at least I understood the company pur-
chased it.

Mr. Lesiva : It does not affect the argument,

any way.

. Mr. DAWSON : Both companies use the por-
tion of the tramline where it joins on to the
Northern Railway. Then one branch runsoff to
the Day Dawn Block and Wyndham, and the
other runs off to Mills’ United. I believe the
Day Dawn Block and Wyndham were the first
to construct the line, and they purchased half
the line that they use; but in no case is eisher
company allowed by the terms of the Act to
carry goods or passengers, or in any way to deal
with the general public. They are strictly con-
fined to the business of their own companies.
They are not public carriers at all. Now, in this
Bill, by some strange freak, or what might be
termed a transient gleam of Scotch humour, it
is called a tramline—a private line, which
empowers the owners to cater for the public in
all things the same as the Commissioner for Rail-
ways can cater on a public line.

The SECRETARY FOR Ra1nwavs: For the con-
venience of the public.

. Mr, DAWSON: And it is called a private
ine.

Hon. D. H. DaLRYMPLE: So itis. VYou have
heard of the private ownership of public-houses,
haven’t you?

Mr. DAWSON : I have not heard a private
house called a public-house, and I have not heard
a public-house called a private house. There is
quite a difference between the terms * public”
and “private.” A private line is a line that is
constructed purely for their own private purposes
and not for public purposes at all ; but when
they cater for the public it is a public line. Does
the Secretary for Railways mean to say that all
public lines are private lines, and that he runs
them for his special benefit ? I hardly think the
hon. gentleman would have the audacity to say
that, or even to thinkit. This public-private
line is to be allowed to charge 50 per cent. more
than the State railways. Criticism on that will
come better in committee, and, if hon. members
agree with me in committee, the owners of this
line will only be allowed to charge what the
Commissoner for Railways thinks is a fair
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thing to charge and nothing beyond that.
I have nothing more to say now, except to con-
firm the fears of the hon. member
[9°30 p.m.] for Fortitude Valley, Mr. Higgs,
when he stated that it is a very
dangerous thing to give large concessions to
syndicates, because if youdo not do as they wish
you to do, if you do not obey their call at the
moment they make that call, they will attempt
to crush you. 1 believe the hon., member used
the term *“ boycott,” and I go all the way with
him there, I believe that one of the greatest
dangers we have to face in giving any concession
to a private syndicate is that the man who is in
their power will be absolutely crushed unless he
is weak enough to do their bidding.

The PrEMIER : Is that the case at Charters
Towers ?

Mr. DAWSON: I am very glad the hon.
gentleman has made that interjection. It wasthe
case at Charters Towers, but we are in the fortu-
nate position that there is not one syndicate
there, but a hundred syndicates. But notwith-
standing that fact, when my colleague, Mr.
Dunsford, and myself were returned as represen-
tatives of the Liabour party in 1893, it so dis-
tressed the mining syndicates that they sacked
something like 800 men from the wines on
Charters Towers,

The PreMIER : That is news to me.

Mr. DAWSON : The hon. gentleman need
not say that it is news to him, because this is not
the first time I have made that statement in this
House.

Mr, GIvENs : It is absolutely true.

Mr. DAWSON : Yes, and the hon. member
was one of the victims. As a matter of fact, the
hon, member for Cairns complained that he had
to leave Charters Towers, and he went to
Cairns, I may also tell the Premier another
thing, if he doubts my word on the matter. I
have been about twenty-five years on Charters
Towers. I went there as a small boy, and was
the second boy on the field. I believe I always
bore a fairly good character, but in a weak
moment I dared to notify my intention of
standing as a candidate for a divisional board,
and I had the misfortune to subsequently
succeed and getin, with the result that the firm
for whom I had worked for somewhere about
ten years did not require my services any longer,
and I was so closely boycotted that for over
two years I could not get a job on Charters
Towers. Many a time while I was boycotted—
and I am not likely to forget those whe
boycotted me—I have gone home without a
shilling in my pocket, knowing that I had a wife
and children in the house without a bite to eat.
I therefore speak very feelingly on this subject ;
I know what it means, for I have been through
the mill. I may also take this opportunity of
saying that, notwithstanding the fact that I had
~I will not call it a profession, but a good means
of livelihood in my hands, I was obliged to pick
a mullock-heap for a living, which I was not
ashamed to do. I would do the same thinglagain

say,

to me could press me to such extremes in a place
like Charters Towers, where there are a large
number of syndicates, what power—what erush-
ing force—might there not be brought to bear
where there is only one syndicate in a district ?

Mr. J. HAMILTON (Cook): The hon. mem-
ber who has just spoken has stated that he
objects to tramways unless they are State tram-
ways, and yet he says he is in favour of certain
private tramways, He instanced two tramways
at Charters Towers, which are owned by
absentees——

Mr, Dawsox : No, they are not,
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Mr. J. HAMILTON : And which are monopo-
listic, and which the public are not allowed to
use for traffic. The hon. member expressed him-
self in favour of those tramways, but when we
propose to build a tramway from the u-e of
which the public will not be excluded, he objects
to the proposal, He stated that what he objected
to was the middleman, but that he isglad to work
for the investor. In this particular Bill it is the
investor we are dealing with. We are dealing
directly with the owners of the Mount Garnet
Mine, and not with any middleman. The hon.
member also appears to object to the building of
these tramways by syndicates because he fell out
of a tramear owned by a private company, and
because trams would not stop where he wished.

l\é[r. Dawson: I did not say anything of the
sort.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : I never stop a tram to
get on or off, and if he will take lessons from me
I am sure that, under my tuition, he will learn
to do it successfully.

r. DawsoN : Will you lend me your boots ?

Mr., J. HAMILTON : The hon. member did
not fall on his boots, but on his head, conse-
quently he did not hurt himself. It would be
very soothing to some hon. members if we had
State tramways, and if the employees had to
touch their bats to those hon. members. But I
like to see independence among tram men so
long as they are not insoient. I have travelled
for several years on the trams, and have never
found any insolence except on one occasion, and
then I discovered that I was in the wrong. No
doubt a State tramway on which hon, members
could travel by showing their pass would meet
with a great deal of support in this House.
But to come to this Bill, I would point out it is
simply a proposal to authorise the Mount
Garnet Company to construct a tramway twenty-
eight miles in length frow theirclaim to junction
with the Chillagoe Railway, forthe purpose of
carrying their ore. The company did not ask for
any concession ; they simply wanted to be allowed
to construct a railway for the purpose of develop-
ing their own mine. But the Government said,
“ We will not agree to that, unless youallow the
public to benefit by the line.  On the other hand
we will allow you to charge 50 per cent. more for
fares a,nd. freight than are charged on Govern-
ment railways.” Tne Government did that
because they recollected that they themselves
used to charge 50 per cent. more in the North
than they did in the South, and had only reduced
the freights now because they had assimilated the
rates in the North with those in the South. A%
the same time they recognised that they had to
pay more for coal and iabour in the North than
they did in the South, and they knew very well
that it would not pay the company to build
a line to carry goods in North (Jueensland
at "the same rates as were now charged by
the Government. The company have not asked
for any mineral concession. But before referring
to that, I shall deal with the statement
made by the leader of the Labour Opposition
that he had got the 50 per cent. reduction which
has been made in the rates on the Northern
railways. The hon. member is totally wrong.
Some years ago, in 1893, the rates were 50 per
cent. more on the Normanton, Cooktown, and
Cairns lines than in the South, and the late Mr.
Byrnes, Mr, Phillips, myself, and Mr. Browne
assisted to get the rates reduced. Mr. Phillips
did more than anyone else in the matter, and it
is absurd to say that any one member got them
reduced. Last night, when the Premier ex-
plained that our rates for carrying ore for twenty-
eight miles were 2s. 9d., and according to the
rates of the private railway 4s, 1d., the leader
of the Opposition said that was three times the
amount charged in New South Wales, That is
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not the case. It is even less than in New South
Wales. New South Wales charges for twenty-
eight miles 2s. 11d. Now, what are the reasons
given by hon. members oppesite for objecting to
this railway? The leader of the Labour Oppo-
sition alleged that if concessions are given they
will be sold on the London market. 1 have only
heard of one company having got a concession,
and that was the Chillagoe Company, and thag
was not sold. The company was floated before
they went to London, and they borrowed money
in London on the security of their shares.

Mr. LEsiNA : Were they not based on the value
of the concession ?

Mr. J. HAMILTON : Partly, but the original
shareholders are, generally, retaining their
shares. 1In this instance there is no concession
whatever. It is simply a freehold claim, and
they wish to work their own claim, and the tram-
way isa portion of themachinery necessary to work
it. They don’t want to float it. They have
30,000 reserved shares, which are worth £3 each
on the market, and that is sufficient to build the
railway.

Mr. HARDAORE : You know they cannot work
silver on frechold claiins.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : Since the hon. mem-
ber was shown by a hard-up the bottom of a
melted porter bottle and informed it was a valu-
able mineral, and spent two weeks in prospecting
for more, he has considered himself a mining
expert. The leader of the Opposition says that
if the (Government desire to buy the line at the
end of fifty years they will have to give a big
price for worn-out carriages. 1 am surprised at
the hon. member making such a statement when,
if he looked at clause 29, he would have seen that
we would only have to pay 10 per cent. in excess
of the value of the property at that time of pur-
chase, and the property would be valued by a
tribunal to which nobody could object. Another
objection he urged was that the mine might be
worked out at the end of fifty y.ars., To think
that a mining member could object to a mining
company being allowed to construct a tramway
on the ground that it would assist them to work
their claim out too soon ! According to that, he
would prefer that a mine should be worked by
one man for 1,000 years than that it should
be worked by 1,000 men one year. My idea is to
put as many men to work on the mine as soon as
you can, and it you take out the stuff in two years
instead of four, it Is desiiable in the interests of
the colony and of labour to do so. Another
objection the leader of the Labour Opposition
made was that at the end of fifty years the mine
might be left in such a state as to require great
expenditure to reopen it. The mine is frechold,
and at the end of fifty years nobody can enter on
it. The hon, member must be at a great loss for
arguments when he utters such absurd reasons as
those against the comstruction of this railway.
With regard to this report about which so much
has been said, I may say that I asked Mr. Rands,
the Guvernment Geologist, about it, and Le told
me that directly he saw those interpolations he
informed the Premier, and action was at once
taken in the matter, That must have been
before the leader of the Labour party knew any-
thing about it, because the (xovernment Geologist
was the only man who had the original, and
therefore could be the only man who could
expose the discrepancies.

Mr. REID: His reputation was at stake.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : He took exception at
once. 1 haveheard him express himself strongly
against giving private reports unless they are to
be published bythe Mines Department; and Iam
glad to see that it is the intention of the Premier
that in future all private reports paid for by any
individual are to be also published by the Mines
Department. Most of the speech of the leader
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of the Labour party was taken up with this re-
port, but the North Chillagoe has nothing what-
ever to do with the Mount Garnet claim,
According to the logic of the leader of the
Labour party, if a miner after getting his lease
tells any lies about if, no miner in future should
get a lease again, On the same principle, if one
man sins every man ought to be damned; and
the only chance of salvation will be the sacrifice
of some pure being. And who could be more
snitable—who more spotless and unassailable
than the spotless member who has never put his
name to a mining prospectus? 1 am sure we
could stand the sacrifice.

My, FisHER: Who are the ¢ we”?

Mr. J. HAMILTON : If one Labour member
made a foolish remark, according to the same
principle no other Labour member should ever
be allowed to speak again; and if so, the hon.
member would be the cause of perpetual silence
on hisside. We are also told that the taxpayers
will be defrauded of their just rights by the
Government allowing private individuals to make
this railway instead of making it themselves.
If the Government had proposed to make the
Chillagoe Railway from loan the Labour party
would have howled at them for spending the
money of the State in building a railway to
benefit a syndicate. Mr. Moffatt had spent eight
or ten years at Chillagoe, and had lost £40,000.
No one else was working there, yet the proposal
by his partners to make a railway was strougly
objected to. The Labour party contended that
it would not pay, that it was giving away the
wealth of the colony, that there was no copper
there, that the copper market would be glutted ;
they objected in fact to everything that would
encourage settlement and benefit th® people,
Now, the leader of the party blames the Govern-
ment for not having made the railway. He
informs us now that he has no objection to the
syndicate making thisline to carry theirown goods,
so long as they have not the right to carry goods
for the public. Y donot see why the public should
be shut out. He informed us that the public
would have to pay 50 per cent. more than upon
a Government line. That is so, but seeing that
no Government line would be made there, and
that neither side of the House would consent to
a speculative line of the sort being made by the
State, is it not better to allow the outside public
to get their goods carried on this private line a
50 per cent. more than on a Government line,
than to make them pay 500 per cent. more, as
they would have to do if they have to pack all
their stuff down to the port. That would simply
prevent them working their mines altogether.
But what is the policy of the Labour party ? It
is a policy which wouid benefit the syndicators,
because the leader of the party advocates that
the syndicate should only be allowed to build
a line to carry their own ore, and would not allow
the public to have any ore carried on the line.
That would be justintothe hands of thesyndicate.
There might be other mines there owned by poor
men, and it would be under these terms utterly
impossible for them to get their product to
market, They might get it to market at a
reasonable cost on this railway, but hon.
members opposite would prevent that. Theonly
alternative would be to send the stuff to port by
packhorses, and the expense.of that would kill
any mine. The hon. member would simply play
into the hands of the syndicate, and the result
would be that they would eventually monopolise
all the mines there, because they could work
them at far less cost than anyone else could work
them on account of the low rate of carriage.

Mr. Dawson : Don’t you think the Railway
Department could run a line as cheaply as a
private syndicate?
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Mr. J. HAMILTON : They could, but at the
present moment railways that would cost about
£20,000,000 are asked for by various members of
the House—railways which, I think, it would be
desirable to make if we could get the money,
because they would serve large centres of popu-
lation. That being the case, it would be absurd
to suppose that hon. members would consent to
the State making these railways for private
syndicates until the wants of their various
electorates are satisfied. It would, besides, be
impossible to borrow the £20,000,000 required in
one, in six, or in ten years, and yet that would
have to be borrowed first to construct other rail-
ways before money could be borrowed to make
these railways to develop private mines. Itis
admitted that only £11,000 was subscribed out
of the whole of our last loan by private indi-
viduals, That shows what the result would be
now if we only wanted to borrow £5,000,000.
Moreover, it is problematical, even if we had
the money, whether it would be desirable to
spend it on these speculative railways, for
they are all speculative, The hon. gentleman
said, “If the railway will pay, let the Govern-
ment make it, and if it is risky we should not
let private individuals make it.” Is not all
mining a risk 7 According to that theory mining
should be prohibited. Then it might pay for
a mining syndicate to build a railway where
it would not pay the Government to build it,
because the syndicate would be getting their
profits out of the mine worked by means of
the railway. We have instances in this colony
showing how dangerous it is to build speculative
mining railways to develop mining fields, There
is the Mount Perry Railway, which cost £393,000.
For years after 1t was opened it did not pay
working expeunses, and even now it is only pay-
ing 10s. above working expenses, and as 1t cost
us 4 per cent. to borrow that money we are
losing the difference between that and § per
cent.

The SecrETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : And
that is not on the mining portion of it.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : And, as the hon. gentle-
man says, that is not on the mining portion of it,
and we would be getting nothing from it if it was
not for the agricultural portion. There is also
the Clermont Railway, which cost £194,000, and
we are not receiving from it, over working ex-
penses, half the interest we have to pay on the
money borrowed to build it. .

Mr. Kipsros: If the (Yovernment take it
another twelve miles it will pay, .

An HoNoUraBLE MEMBER : The copper mines
at Clermont were closed before that railway was
built.

Mr. J. HAMILTON: I am stating facts.
These railways were built because it was
expected they would pay, on account of the
importance of the mining interests in those
districts at the time. That was the ground on
which those lines were built ; but the mines
proved unremunerative, and are still, although
copper has gone up. In what position would the
Chillagoe district now be in if the Labour party
policy had triumphed two or three years ago?
That particular locality was then dead. Mr.
Moffatt was the only man with sufficient public
spirit to spend money there. He spent £80,000,
and got only about £40,000 of it back. He was
thinking of leaving it at the time, and if some-
thing had not been done the place would have
been deserted. The Government, with a
desire to develop the colony, entertained
the project proposed, and what then were the
objections of the Labour party? They said
there was no copper there, that there was so
much copper there that the market would be
glutted, that it was only that the company
might sell their concessions in London, that it
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was & monopolistic scheme ; none of which state-
ments were true. I recollect the member for
Rockhampton, Mr. Kidston, stating that no
railway would ever be made there under the Bill,
but it is not the only time he has proved a false
prophet. The result of that measure has been
that over £400,000 has been spent there on
labour, and on material produced by labour.

Mr. Givens : That is not true.

Mr. J. HAMILTON: I will give £3 to the
hospital if I cannot prove that statement to be
true, provided the hon. gentleman will do so if I
prove it true. They say that capital is not

wanted ; but I think the people of

[10 p.m,] the colony are opening their eyes to

the present state of affuirs. The
pastoral industry is nearly ruined ; numbers of
men are out of employment; and these com-
panies are willing to spend millions of pounds
in the employment of labour. They say that

American syndicators possessed too much influ- -

ence. The working men in America voted for
their employers because they gave them good
wages, and treated them well. If they didn’t
they could vote against them with safety under
the ballot. The result will be the same here,
and that is what the Labour party fear.
They don’t want the people to be happy and
contented. Many charges were made agaiust
the Chillagoe Company, but not substan-
tiated. ~We were told that one of the
metropolitan papers was offered a bribe, and
numerous charges of bribery filled the air, but no
one was man enough to make a definite accusa-
tion. The hon. member, Mr, Kidston, lately
said he had letters which would expose some
hon. members of the House. The leader of the
Ovpposition practically said the same thing. If
these charges are true, they should be sheeted
home to the guilty parties. No honourable man
would make such charges unless he was prepared
to prove them. If these hon., members could
substantiate one of their charges they would be
able to wipe all these measures from the business-
paper, because the Premier said that if it was
proved that any member had been approached in
that way, he would throw all these Bills up.

Mr. Kipstox : He did not say that.

Mr, J. HAMILTON : Yes, he did.

Mr. LESINA (Clerinont) : The hon. member
who has just sat down invites us to a bet. He
says that as a resnlt of the concessions to the
Chillagoe Company £400,000 has been spent in
that districs.

Mr. J. HAMILTON :
material.,

Mr. LESINA: We don’t desire to bet on
these matters. We are not a betting crowd on
this side of the House. There was a certain
gentleman who frequented White’s Club in St.
James street, London, and while he was watching
a game of cards he was invited to take part in
a game of hazards. Hoe said he had ten reasons
for not doing so. The first was, he said, that he
had no money ; and that was considered quite a
sufficient reason. So we have ten reasons for
not supporting these private syndicate railways.
We do not advocate them, consequently we
are In a most poverty-stricken condition; and
we cannot afford to bet,

Mr. J. HamirtoN : It’s only a week’s screw,

Mr. LESINA : According to the hon. mem-
ber, owing to the benign influence of a private
syndicate, what was once a howling wilderness
has blossomed into a prosperous land, and the
busy hum of industry is heard there—merely
becanse this House in its wisdom passed a
certain Bill granting certain concessions. But
this particular company to whom these conces-
sions were granted has not reaped much profit so

I said on labour and
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far. Statements made in a southern paper shed
a lurid light on the methods of these syndicates.
I find that Mr. Chapman, the chairman of the
Chillagoe Company, admitted that floating 4,000
£100 debentures had cost £83,806 ; but this sum
included everything. We should hopeso. Also
that the amount was high, but when they wanted
to buy money they had to pay for it. The
Sydney Bulletin, in its * Wild Cat Column”
says—

The chances are that this compary will soon want to
borrow a lot more, and as they can give no other
security but the mines themselves, the future of which
is by no means assured, they will find that the next lot
of money will not be gotior nothing either. Strange
that it took so long to clear this thing up! Tbere is
another m :tter which seemed to be cleared up to the
satisfuction of the meeting, but not to that of the
writer Manager Stewart’s estimate of ore proved to
date was 500,000 tons. portions of which would be
dressed and would produce 300,600 tous to smelt,

approximately classified: 225,000 tons copper ore,
75,000 tons lead ore. Contents, 17,000 tons of
copper, 15,000 tons lead, 1.000,000 oz silver,

hesides appreciable gold. Directors wired asking
if this was in addition to the 500,000 tons esti-
mated by Mr. Stewart in his first report, before he
took charge, and the meeting dispersed with the idea
that it was ; whereas it is clear by reading between the
lines that one was a surface estimate of 500,000 tons,
the existence of which was not established by develop-
ment. Development. however, has since proved it, and
there is only one half million tons and not two as the
shareholders have concluded.

That is why they are trying to get off these
Chillagoe puffs. That is why they are trying to
get more concessions, and that is why the
Chillagoe shareholders are desirous of shoving
this railway on. The Bulletin continues—

Reconstruction in some form or other isinevitable;
the preseyt talk is of floating off some blocks. The
railway is going to cost more than estimated, and so is
evervtbing else. It's a way things have generally.
Building a railway or opening up a wine atless than the
estimated cost would ** stagger humanity.” Much has
been said about the number of leases owned by this
compauny, but they are spread over such a large
distance that the estimated tonnage given might
represent a very smatl amount from each mine, and it is
impossible to estimate the cost of working mines when
they are so widely separated.

What have we got to consider when we are faced
by a company like this? There is no member in
this House, and there is no man outside this
House—bar the persons who are interested in
the company—who is possessed of the slightest
bit of information with respect to the persons
who want to construct this line. Does any hon,
member know those persons? Does anybody
know anything about them? Does anybody
know what their banking account is? Does
anybody know what their bona fides are? Does
anybody know whether they belong to this
colony, or to some other colony, or whether they
are persons who have come from other parts of
the earth ? What are their guarantees, and have
they got any guarantors? I look in vain for a
reply to those questions. We are perfectly
justified in asking these questions, because
we are dealing with the national estate to some
extent, and we are dealing with certain powers at
present possessed by Parliament, and some of
which it is proposed by this Bill to hand over
to this Mount Garnet Company, which may
consist of two persons, or of ten persons, or of
500 persoms. As to their pumber we know
nothing, and as to the other points that I have
already indicated, we also know nothing, It is
proposed under this Bill to give this company
power to construct a tramway between Mount
Garnet and some other point, for the purpose of
enabling the company to work certain mining
leases which the company possess at the present
time. Power is also proposed to be given to the
company to construct this line within three
years after the passing of the Act; but, if they
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fail to construct it within the specified time,
they will be allowed another twelve months
within which to ¢ nstruct it. That is four years
altogether that the company will have as grace
before they undertake to carry out the provisions
of the Act. Now in four years that large horde
of unemployed, who have been so pathetically
held up for our commiseration by hon. members
on the other side, will starve to death. What
will become of that pathetic horde of unemployed
whosz large feet are beating tracks west and
north and east and south, all over Queensland ?
‘We have been asked by hon. members opposite,
who pretend to have at heart the interests of the
horny-handed men of Australia, and who, as a
matter of fact, hold a brief for the horny-handed
men of Queensland, to consider the case of those
pathetic persons who have been cast out of
employment by the drought in the West, and of
those homeless persons who have been dropped
on our shores by the immigrant ships. Those
persons have been held up for our commiseration.
Wehave beenasked toshed tearsof sympathy over
their unhappy lot. We have been apostrophised—
and hon. members on the other side, when apos-
trophisingus, havelowered their browsand pointed
at us in a dramatic way, as if we were
responsible for starviug those unfortunate persons
to death, and as if we were responsible for
depriving them of employment. It has been
alleged that in refusing to pass legislation of
this character we are really preventing them
getting work. DBut there isnothing in the Bill to
compel the company to build the line for four
years, and what will the unemployed do—what
will the pathetic bagman do in those four years?
Will he live on air all that time, or upon the
newspaper facts, unsubstantial as they are, which
are cubled out from time to time from the old
country, notifying us of the progress made by the
comyany in floating its concessions, and of the
large amounts of money they are making out of
them ? The talk of lon. members on the other
side about the necessity for passing legislation
of this character to find employment for the
unemployed is the veriest nonsense, and it is
a good thing that we have the opportunity
of tearing the mask of hypocrisy from the faces
of those hon. members who pretend to weep
crocodile tears over the unemployed. If there
are so many unemployed as the hon. member
for Couk says, why are the Government spend-
ing thousands of pounds in bringing immigrants
to this colony ? That iz an argument we shall
remind the Government of when we are discus-
sing the Estimates. We will then remind them
that they are bringing people here to compete
with those who are now out of work in the
colony, and then we will see if they will do the
great elephant’s trunk act, tearing up oaks at
one time, and at another picking up sixpences.
We shall see if they will then swallow these
stories that they have been telling us to-night,
in order to push on with this legislation. It
seems extraordinary, and if any hon. member on
the other side will turn his eyes inwardly
and look at his conscience—always provided that
he possesses a conscience—in this light he should
ask himself : *“ Am I justified in the eyes of my
constituents in voting to bring out people from
the old country to compete with people already
ont of employment, and am I farther justified in
making the statement that there are people out
of work here in order to argue in favour of the
construction of private syndicate railways?”
Either there are no unemployed here who want
work, or there are unemployed here, and we do
not want immigrants ; but we cannot have the
two things. The two statements are irreconcil-
able, and we shall have more to say about the
matter when the proper opportunity arises, I
find also, on looking over this Bill, that the
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company are expected todepositacertain sum with
the Crown until such time as the line is completed,
and, in the eveut of the tramline not being com-
pleted within the specified time, that money shall
be forfeited. But [ find an inconsistency in the
Bill further on, because it says in another clause
that the money which is deposited shall be
refunded to the company upon the completion
of the first five miles with due expedition.
Now, if that £5,000, or whatever the amount is,
is returned to the company alter the first five
miles are built, the provision empowering the
Government to forfeit that £5,000 is of no avail.
But that is a slight inconsistency which can be
corrected in committee. I find also that the
company can charge a maximum rate for the
conveyance of goods and passengers of one-
half times the rates charged at the time
of the passing of the Act on the railway
from Cairns to Mareeba. I find that a
similar clause appears in every one of the
five Bills which are now before this House.
The rates to be charged by the Mount Garnet
Company under this Bill are to be regulated by
the scale which prevails on Government lines at
the time of the passing of this measure. Speak-
ing on a similar provision in the Callide Railway
Bill, the Courier says—

The effect of this is that while Government rates may
be reduced, company rates may be kept up; and while
goods and passengers may be carried at a fair profic on
one line they may have to pay through the nose on the
other.

1 think some modification should he made in that
particular clause in the direction suggested by
the Courier in the following words ;:—

Some modification should be made by which a reduc-
tion on Government lines may be followed by a reduc-~
tion on the syndieate line. At any rate provision for a
reduction might be included when profits rise above a
certain limit, and when the voluire of traffic warrants
it.

Another argument that I should like to make
passing reference to is one which was advanced
by the Minister without a portfolio. The hon,
member for Mackay, Mr. Dalrymple, said the
credit of the colony was limited. The hon,
member for Cook repeated that statement ; and
the Chief Secretary, the Premier, and all the
other Ministers who have spoken have assured
the House repeatedly during the discussions on
these various measures that the credit of the
colony is limited, in fact, so limited that we may
practically regard it as crippled. We heard the
hon. member for Mackay and the hon, member
for Cook to-night indulging in a little calamity
howling. The Secretary for Railways, when he
introduced the first of these measures providing
for the construction of railways by private
syndicates, argued very lengthily to show that
the State railways of the colony were practically
a failure, because durirg a period of years the
country had lost some £2,000,000 on them, and
that argument has been repeated with wearisome
reiteration by hon. members opposite. I regret
that such a statement should bave been made by
a member of the Cabinet, because, coming from
a gentleman occupying such a position, it will go
abroad and be adversely commented upon in the
other colonies and elsewhere, possibly to our dis-
advantage. The State railways are one of the
chief assets of our national debt, and if members
of the Government who have to administer those
national assets begin to depreciate them, people
abroad may believe their statements, and may
conclude that our revenues are suffering, and
that our railways are practically a failure. It
appears to me that the persons who make
those statements are calamity howlers of the
very worst description. Yet night after night,
for the sole purpose of securing the pas-age
of these Bills authorising private syndicates
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t0 build railways, syndicates composed of persons
outside this Chamber of whom we know nothing,
for the purpose of advancing the intervest of
those persons in these matters, those gentle-
men are willing to traduce the fair fame of
the colony. If this kind of thing is to go
on, if responsible Ministers of the Crown are
going to traduce the credit of the colony by such
statements and for such purposes, it is the duty
of members on this side of the House to stick up
for our national assets and for the credit of the
colony, and show to the people outside, t6 whom
we have to pay interest annually, that our assets
are good, but that the Government who ad-
minister the colony is not as good as it might
be. But the argument will not hold water;
there is no truth 1n the statement that our credit
is bad. The Sydney Bulletin, of the 15th of
September last, speaking about the arguinents so
frequently used by hon. members opposite, to the
effect that the Government cannot borrow money
to build these railways, says—

What a beautifully convincing argnment can be
manufactured in support of any fallacy if only a suffi-
cient number of non-existent circumstances are assumed
to begin with! This one rests on two assumptions—
that the State can’t raise the money itself to build the
Cloncurry line. which is certainly false; and that the
syndicate will build it sooner than the State or Federal
Government would do, which is probably false. As the
Bulletin pointed out last week, out of every 1s. charged
to the users of North Queensland rahways about 74d.
goes in expenses, and 5d. in interest on burrowed
capital. The 5d. represents interest at a little over £3
15s. per cent. The Cloncurry Railway Company is to be
allowed to charge 1s. 6d. where the State charges 1s.—
t.e., 7d. for expenres and 1id. for interest on capital,
which is equal to borrowing the money at £S 5s. Pper
cent. Whether the State borrows the construction
money in England, or a private company raises the cash
in England, the price of the railway is equally a debt
owing by this country to Ingland; only in the latter
case the money will be paid to an English owner and
called dividend, and in the former it will be paid to an
TEnglish mortgagee and called interess.

The hon. member for Cook said that our last loan
was practically a failure, or words to that effect.
Now, it is the impression down south, among
competent judges, that the Queensland loan just
floated—one of the biggest loans we have ever
floated—has been the cheapest big loan in our
history. The Bulletin says—

Now Queensland has just floated a loan (the cheapest
big one inits history) which cost £3 10s. or £3 11s. per
cent. It was floated with some difficulty, certainly, but
it is safe to assune that the money to build the Clon-
curry line could be raised st 4 per cent.—less than half
what the syndicate proposal will cost.

No syndicate in Queensland, or even in Aus-
tralia, can borrow money at as low a rate of
interest, or can offer such security for a loan, as
the Government of Queensland can offer. With
all the possibilities inherent in the country and
pecple of Queensland, the Government can
borruw money much more cheaply than any
syndicate. It may be objected that we cannot
borrow £20,000,000 to buiid all the lines re-
quired, but to that I answer that it is not pro-
posed that we should build £20,000,000 worth of
railways at (ne step. We must proceed slowly,
and with reason. Queensland has made great
progress in past years; its railways have been
extended to_ thousands of miles, its population
has increased to 500,000, and its revenue has run
into millions. Has that progress been due to the
construction of railways by private syndicates?
No; our progress has been made under a policy
which has for its foundation the system of State
owned and State controlled railways, and to that
system weshould stick, This Tramway Bill, and
the other Railway Bills which are before the
House, are a departure from that policy, and I
suppose that if a division takes place upon it, as
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T hope will be the case this evening, the question
will be decided by a party vote. It is part of
the policy of the Government to depart from the
settled railway policy of the country, and to go
in for this new fangled idea of building rail-
ways and tramways by inducing foreign in-
vestors to invest their money in them. There
is another matter to which I wish to make

allusion, because it has been referred
[10°30 p.m.] to very frequently in connection

with these private railway proposals.
It is said that we ought to allow these railways
to be built by private speculators, because they
will not be profitable for the Government to
build. The statement is that the private specu-
lator can make these lines pay where the Govern-
ment cannot make them pay interest on the cost
of construction. It is asserted that the dozen
men who are awaiting the granting of this con-
cession by the Parliament of Queensland can
work the railway on more favourable terms than
the Government of ‘this country. There is, it is
said, an agent at present in London—a member
of the Upper House—waiting for the passage of
the Glasstord Creek Railway, and the moment it
goes through no doubt a cable will be sent to
him, and that gentleman will launch the pro-
perty on the London markes. A glowing
prospectus will no doubt be issued printed
in bronze ink on scented paper, and it will point
out the great and glorious opportunities which
people in the old land have tor investing their
savings in the great colony of Queensland. To
thesw prospectuses will be attached the names of
“MM.L.A and “MM.L.C.” of this legis-
lature of Queensland as the glorified guinea pigs
of the syndicate who are prepared to make any
sacrifice rather than that the English investor
should be deprived of such a very excellent
bargain. Wealthy men will be induced to put
their money into these concerns, poor men will
likewise fall victims to the high sounding phrases
of the directors ot these mines and railways, and
will be induced to put the savings of a lifetime
into the venture. Then after a few years of
painful anxiety and expense the company closes
down, the mine 1s deserted, the machinery
is allowed to rust, and everything con-
nected with the company becomes defunct. It
is that which depreciates the credit of the
country, for every poor person who has been
induced to put his savings into such a venture
advertises the kind of swindle that can be per-
petrated in the colony of Queensland. And if
the venture turns out a success, who reaps the
benetit? The company rake in the dividends
which go off to the other end of the world and
the colony sits by and looks on.  Where does the
Government come in ? What advantage does it
or the colonyreap? The labouring classes of the
colany way get a little employment at 6s. 6d. a
day, and the labourer becomes body and soul
the property of the corporation, but in what
other respect is any advantage bestowed upon
the State? My contention and the contention
of those who sit on this side of the House is
strongly, that if the company can make a success
of these ventures the Government can make a
greater success of them. If the company, bor-
rowing money at a cost of from 6 to 8 per cent.,
can make dividends and increase the worldly
prosperity of its shareholders, the Government
borrowing money at 35 or 4 per cent. can make
an even greater success of the bargain, The
argument is conclusive. I do not see that there
can be any objection to such a line of policy, for
it is a continuation of the line of policy which
has been followed ever since Queensland was a
colony—that the State shall construct and own
the railways ; and if it is profitable for a syndi-
cate to make and construct a line of railway to a
mining or other centre, then it must of necessity
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be equally profitable to the State to do the same
thing, Is it not the duty of the Government to
find employment for the people? Is it not their
duty to extend the industries of the country and
make the wealth of the country available to those
who live in it? Have they done so? They have
to a certain extent. We have made and owned
our own railways; we have developed with-
out the assistance of syndicates our own mining
fields, or some of them; and we are able
by following out the same line of policy
to still further find employment for our people,
and still further extend and open up the
avenues of employment and wealth. Reference
was made by the hon. member for Charters
Towers to a line that goes nowhere. Why does
the Government not carry that line further?
Look again to the Bowen railway, a railway
which runs up toa gum-tree—and a very poor gum-
tree at that—and stops there., How can it be
expected to pay under such circumstances? And
there is the line to Clermont in the same pre-
dicament. Let it be extended as far as thecoal-
mines; let the Government extend some of
these lines at a comparatively small cost, and
they will be repaid over and over agamn. Let
them not act the part of political hypocrites, and
pretend that they desire to find employment for
the people, and to open up the industries of the
colony, when their one desire is to hand over to
syndicates everything that is best in the colony.
And one word in conclusion: I have no desire
to seeintroduced into our politics the impure, the
unholy system of lobbying as it prevails in
the Unit=d States of America. I have no
desire to see our politics made dirty and corrupt
by the clamourings of syndicates to have their
wants satisfied within the walls of this Chamber.
T have no desire to see this legislature rendered
hideous by the clamourings of lobbiers to have
their vested interests pushed ahead at the expense
of the general welfare of the community. I
desire to see syndicates excluded, to see our
politics pure, and our Parliament actuated by a
desire not to forward the interests of private in-
dividuals, but to increase the material welfare of
the people, and to forward theindustrial interests
of the State.

Mr. STEWART (Rockhampton North): 1 need
hardly say that I intend to oppose the second
reading of this Bill. It appears to me to be
rather strange that the richest portion of the
colony should be given over in a special fashion
to syndicators. We are told by the accredited
agent of the Government that Northern Queens-
land is one of the most wealthy mineral regions,
not only in Australia, but on the face of the
globe. Now, if that is really the case, I think it
ought to be sufficient inducement to us to keep
the control of our railways in that particular
district in our own hands. We are in the unfor-
tunate position that the railways in the Southern
portion of the colony are not paying, and the
taxpayers have to put their hands deep into their
trowsers pockets to make up the deficiency. In
the Central division the railways are paying. In
the Northern portion of the colony one railway
is paying very well, and others not quite so well.
But here we have a vast area of mineral country,
and we know very well that where minerals are
found fo exist there is the closest settlement—
closer than in agricultural or pastoral country.
That being the case, it appears to me to be extra-
ordinary that the gentlemen whoare charged with
the administration of the affairs of the colony
should wish to allow that valuable portion of
the colony to pass into the hands of syndicates.
I really don’t know whether to charge this to
their stupidity. Itappears to me extraordinary
that any Government should be guilty of such
unbusinesslike action. Millions have been spent
in making rajlways where they don’t pay, yet
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here is a district where most valuable minerals
exist in great quantities, and where railways
might be supposed to pay if they would pay
anywhere, and the Government seeks to hand
over the coustruction of these lines to private
companies. Any Government anxious to carry
on the business of the country in the interests
of the people of the country would not seek to
give away the Northern portion of the colony
in this fashion, but would keep it in their own
hands ; and I cannot see why they should take
this step, except, perhaps, for the reason given
by the hon. member for Cambooya—that if
they get svndicates to develop the Northern
portion of the colony there will be all the more
cash available for railways in the Southern
portion of the colony. That seems not only a
selfish policy, but also an exceedingly short-
sighted policy. I am not sure that the pecple of
the North are not themselves very much to blame
for the present condition of affairs. They must
know very well what kind of treatment they
would get from a Brisbane Government. It is
true that the Premier is a Northern member,
but we know that the hon. gentleman could not
hold the position forty-eight hours unless he had
the Southern members behind him, and that
if he did not carry on the Government in
the interests of the Southern portion of
the colony he would not be kept in his pre-
sent position. I am of opinion that the
people of the North, for their own safety,
should have carried on the agitation for
separation till they brought it to a successful
issue. At one time the movement was very
active all over the North,and it would have been
a (God’s blessing to them if they had obtained
separation. They would not then have been in the
position they are in to-day—that of a doomed
community. If these syndicate railways are
passed—I hope they never will become law, but
if they do pass—they will simply consign the
people of the Northern portion of the colony to
a position of virtual slavery. They abandoned
their agitation for separation, and now we find
a proposal made by a Southern Government to
bind them in every limb, and make them subject
to syndicates that will suck the life-blood out of
them., On several occasions previously attempts
have been made to hand the mineral wealth of
Northern Queensland over to syndicates, but
fortunately on each of those occasions the
attempts of those syndicates have been defeated.
I hope that on this occasion also we shall be
able to hold the fort and be successful in beating
off those people who seem desirous of enriching
themselves at the expense of the public of a
particular portion of this colony. In reading
over the debates on the land-grant railway pro-
posal of 1892, I find that exactly the same
reasons were given then as are given now. Sir
S. W, Griffith said that Queensland had come to
that position that she either had to take land-
grant railways or none, that the credit of the
colony was exhausted ; and speaker after speaker
repeated the same old parrottale. Yet wefind that
since then over 300 miles of railway have been con-
structed with borrowed money, and we find that
£5,000,000 or £6,000,000 of cash have been
borrowed from John Bull, and, so far as I am
aware, our credft is not exhausted yet. The
Minister for Railways professes to be quite
appalled at the £20,000,000 worth of railways
that are asked for at the present moment in
different parts of the colony. The hon.
gentleman ought to know by this time that that
has been the way ever since the colony was a
colony. How long has the hon. member for
Maryborough been clamouring for a line to
Gayndah? I suppose for the last twenty-five
years,
Mr, ANNEAR : Thirty years:
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Mr, STEWART : Just consider that, and he
is still clamouring, and is likely to clamour. In
my district we have been agitating for a short
line—the Yeppoon line—almost twenty years,
and we have not got it yet—we are still clamour-
ing. And the same thing applies all over the
colony. When the hon. gentleman thinks of
this nightmare of the £20,000,000 which he is
asked to expend on railways, it actually keeps
him from sleeping, and as a refuge he flies to
private enterprise. How does it come that some
of the lines asked for in the Southern part of the
colony have not been offered to these syndi-
cators? Why not ask a syndica'e, for instance,
to construct the wiz recta ? Why not ask a
syndicate to construet the connection between
Gladstone and Rockhampton.

The SEORETARY ¥OR RAILWAYS: You would
not ask a syndicate to ¢crnstruct any of them.

Mr. STEWART: Why do not syndicates
offer to build an extension of the Central Railway
out into the Western pastoral country? The
syndicates take very good care that they do not
touch any of these railways. We may safely
conclude that when a syndicate comes along and
offers to put money into a railway—especially in
a mining district——it is pretty well sure that the
speculation will turn out a suceess. The gen'le-
men whom we find mixed up in these syndicate
proposals are very shrewd business men, and they
are not likely to make mistakes. All over Aus-
tralia mining railways pay better than any other
class of railways. The Silverton tramway pays
a dividend of 50 per cent, per annum ; indeed, I
believe the percentage is very much higher even
than that. It is about thirty miles long, and
cost a little over £150,000 to build, and the
net revenue last year T think was £80,000, That
is a mining railway or tramway. We have here
the Mount Morgan line, which has only been two
or three years open, and last year it actually
topped all the Queensland railways by paying
11 per cent. Does anyone imagine that if
Charters Towers was not upon the Hughenden-
Townsville line, the Northern line would pay as
well as it does? Again, I am certain that the
coast line between Brisbane and Gladstone is
very much assisted by the large mining popula-
tion on Gympie. Wehave heen told by the hon.
member for Cook that the Mount Perry line,
which was built to a copper-mine, has not paid,
and that the Clermont line, which was also built
to a copper-mine, has not paid. But the hon.
gentleman did not tell us that shortly after the
Mount Perry line was built the value of copper
fell materially. One hon. gentleman interjected
that the Clermont line was not built until after
the Clermont copperfield was practically ex-
hausted.

Mr. KErr: That is a fact.

Mr. STEWART : Ifit is, it deals effectually
with the argument of the hon. member for Cook.
But how many lines in the Southern portion of
Queensland are there that do not pay. We have
got a line to Southport that costs the country
somewhere about £40,000 per annum. We have
a network of railway lines about Brisbane, not a
single one of which pays. But would any hon,
member advance that as a reason why all railway
building sheuld be stopped ?

Mr. Lzsiva: The Mount Perry line would
never have been built if MeIlwraith had not been
interested in it.

Mr. STEWART : As the hon. member says,
the Mount Perry line would never have been
built if the late Sir Thomas MecIlwraith had not
been interested in it. It was a political line,
pure and simple, and yet the hon. member for
Cook tries to bolster up his weak and tottering
case by such examples as those. Ii we find it
the case that not only in Queensland, but all
over Australia, railways to mining fields pay
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better than any other railways, why is our
Government so anxious to hand the richest
mineral field in Australia over to syndicates? I
can conesive of no reason, which is fit to be men-
tioned in this House, or which the Speaker would
permit me to mention, perhaps that expresses my
opinion upon the subject as nearly as I would be
atlowed to express 1t here. That being the case, I
concelve that it is my duty, and the duty of every
hon. member who desires to see pure and up-
right government, to oppose by every means in
our power this deliberate attemp$ to hand the
richest portion of the colony over to be exploited
by private syndicates, Member after member
ou the other side has got up and pointed out
what a benefit railway communication would be
to this district. I do not deny that. No hon.
member on this side has ever advanced the state-
ment that the buildiag of a railway to a miniug
field would be a bad thing. But what we claim
is this: There are railways and railways, and
while a railway owned and controlled by the State
might be a blessing to a particular locality,
a railway owned aund controlled by a private
syndicate might, and very probably would, be
a curse to that particular locality. That is the
statem-nt we have always advanced, That is
the gravamen of our argument and the founda-
tion of all our contention, and I think we have
been able abundantly to prove its correctness.
Now, what would be the position of this Mount
Garnet syndicate if it were to get the powers
demanded in this Bill? The people of Mount
Garnet will be compelled to pay double the
carriage they ought to pay.

Mr. Grvexs : In some instances three times the
carriage.

Mr. STEWART : As the hon. member says,
in some instances they will have to pay three times
the carriage. Is that benefiting the people of
the district?

The SeCRETARY ¥OR RarLwavs: It is better
than a bullock dray.

Mr. STEWART: It is, but it is not as good
as a State railway from Atherton direct to
Mount Garnet. Will the hon. geutleman say it
is? It is better than a wheelbarrow, and better
than a bullock dray, but the country is not con-
fined either to a wheelbarow, a bullock dray, or
a packhorse. It is going to build a railway
from Mareeba to Atherton, and why not con-
tinue it from Atherton to Mount Garnet? ’

Mr. Givexs: That would not suit the syndi-

cate.

Mr. STEWART: That is the only reason 1
can discover. Hon. gentlemen opposite are far
more anxious to do what is agreeable and profit- -
able to the syndicate than what is for the benefit
of the penple of that locality. Hon. gentlemen
may perhaps tell us that it would not pay the
Government to construct a raiiway between
Atherton and Mount Garnet, but T will just read
for them what their own surveyor says upon
that subject, and if the House wants any
stronger evidence than is contained in this report,
it is very hard to please. The hon, member for
Cairns read this before, but it will bear repeti-
tion, and I think this sort of thing cannot be too
often dinned into the ears of hon. gentlemen
opposite. This is the report of Mr. Surveyor
Longland on the proposed line from Mareeba to
Mount Garnet. He says—

With reference to immediate traffic, I am of opinion

that the transport of the marketable tim-

{11 p.m.] ber at present standing in the immense

scrub between the Upper Barron cross-
ing and Millstream Creek—a distance of twenty-
two miles—will be a big factor in making this line pay
for some years to come. The principal timbers of value
are red cedar, bean-tree, beech, silkyv and red oak, wal-
nut, kauri pine, and white pine. When this timber has
been cut, and the scrub opened up, the amount . of rich
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agricultural land available for close settlement should
make this district the greatest agricultural producing
area in the colony.

Is the Hon. the Minister for Railways listening ?
The SECRETARY FOR Ra1Lways : Oh yes, I am,

Mr. STEWART (continuing reading) :

As the conditions for farming are most favourable—
viz., one of the best climates in the colony, owing to
the altitude of the locality, a falr annual rainfall of
about 52 inches extending over a whole year, a plentiful
supply of water in the various springs and wells, and
the really magnificent soil. This serub laud, I am
informed, extends right through to Cardwell on the
coast, and I estimate that there are 100,000 acves of
serub land unalienated within ten miles of the route
on the eastern side. The Evelyn table and forest may
be described as first-class pastoral country, and there
is about 100,000 acres unalienated and available for
grazing homesteads, and suituable for combining farming
and dairyving. The tin centres of Herberton and
Watsonville will benefit the traffic on the line, as a good
even road can be got from the top of the range into
Herberton. As stated in my wire of to-day, I am of
opinion that this portion of the line has a payable
future before it, even if Mount Garnet and its copper
lodes were not the objective point of route.

Now that, I think, is good enough for anything.
The surveyor says that even if Mount Garnet
did not exist, that, with the timber and with the
rich agricultural land in that particular locality,
there 1s not the slightest doubt that the railway
can be made to pay.

Mr. XERR : Almost you persuade them,

Mr. STEWART (continuing reading) :

This mine has at present—-—

The SPEAKER : Order! I have permitted
the hon. member to read portion of the report
which has already been read to the House
because I understood that he wanted to base his
argument upon it, but if he continues to read
from the report I am afraid he will be trans-
gressing the rule regarding repetition.

Mr. STEWART : Well, I have no desire to
go on, Mr. Speaker. I was merely reading the
report to emphasise my argument that it would
pay the Government to build a line direct from
Mareeba to Mount Garnet—a line which would
serve the people of Mount Garnet better, much
more effectively, and much more cheaply than
the proposed line. That is the sole reason why
I read this report, and I think it is a report
which ought to be conclusive evidence to the
Government, unless they are more anxious to
serve—which appareutly is the care—the syndi-
cates than to serve the people of Mount Garnet.
Now, I find that on the other route—that is,
the route proposed to be taken by the syndicate
—there is no agricultural land of any particu-
lar value, or even grazing land. 'The land
is entirely valueless for the purposes of either
agriculture or grazing. There i1s nothing but
minerals, and nothing permanent, so far as
can be discovered, in that particular loecality.
That being the case, I do not see the slightest
reason why the Government should hesitate
whether the building of this particular line
should be handed over to the syndicate, rather
than be built by the Government.

Mr. Grvens : The people of the district do not
want it built by the syndicate, anyhow.

Mr. STEWART : The hon. gentleman says
that the people of the district do not want it
built by the syndicate. The fact that the people
of the district do not want it built by the syndi-
cate would not cause me to alter my opinion, nor
would it if they did want it. If they said, “We
desire this railway to be built by a syndicate,” I
would not, upon that ground, advocate it, and
for that reason I do not oppose it simply becanse
the people there oppose it. I oppose the building
of this private line upon general grounds, or
grounds of principle, because I believe. that
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although, apparently, they may do a little
good for a time, in the long run, instead of
benefiting the community where they are con-
structed, they do them direct injury. That is
the reason why I oppose it. 1 believe it will
be much better for the people in this par-
ticular district to wait a few years for a railway
and get it built by the State than to get one
now constructed by a private syrdicate. What
would be the position of the people in that par-
ticular locality when the syudicate gets into full
operation ?  Why, every storekeeper in that
district will be at the beck and bow of the syndi-
cate. We have it in this Bill that no differential
rates can be charged, but we know perfectly that
no legislature is ab:e to prevent differential rates
beingimposed. We have it in this Bill that the
company will be bound to carry the goods of any
person orcompany which complies withthe by-laws
of the company, but we also know very well that
the company can carry out these by-laws in its
own fashion. We know that it can do a great
many things, violating the spirit of a by-law,
without breaking the letter. They may place
a hundred and one impediments in the way of
people whom they do not specially desire to
serve, or who may be odious to them for some
reason or other, We know perfectly well that
no private individual can possibly be on the
same footing with a private syndicate as with a
State railway. If he has any complaint to make
against the syndicate he will very soon experience
the difficulties that will be placed in his way,
and, instead of his path being made easier on
account of the complaint, the probabilities are
that it will turn out very much the other
way. Now, take the other mining companies.
I have no doubt that in that district there
are many other mines which will be opened
out in the years to come. Does any hon.
member imagine that this particular company,
holding, as it will do, the railway, and having
certain mine concessions—does any hon. member
imagine that it will brook competition in its own
particular line? Will it not do everything it
possibly can to get the whole of the mineral
wealth of the district in its own hands, and
holding, as it will do, the only means of com-
munication, will not that be a very easy
matter for it to accomplish; and then it will
have all the political influence, for we know
perfectly well that no man there dare offend
a political syndicate such as this. If he does
he had better soon clear out of the district,
because be would not be able to make a com-
fortable living there. I think there will be a
regular reign of terror if these exploiters are
allowed to have their own way. Auy persens who
are not prepared to submit to the behests of the
parties in power will find it very difficult to carry
on their ordinary avocations. As far as the
working classes are concerned, I think that
unless they bend their knee continvally to
these syndicates, they had better clear out.
There is another danger, this particular
enterprise may become over-capitalised. We
know that these syndicates change hands,
and that very often there is a boom and then the
burst comes soon afterwards. After these
syndicates come iuto operation, there will be a
cry for cheap labour, especially in the Northern
portion of the eolony. I believe that over-
capitalisation will be the result of these matters
which we are considering to-night, Although the
system of private railways is bad enough, still the
employment of alien labour would be much worse.
It is provided that no aboriginal or alien can be
employed on the tramways; but we all know
that Acts of Parliament can be amended. I
draw the attention of the public to the danger
which exists in these measures. Some pecple in
the old country say if alien labour is employed,
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British capital will flow into the country in
streams. It is said that if you employ cheap
alien labour— something like the Kaffir labour in
South Africa——the mineral resonrces will be
developed. I believe the step that the Govern-
ment are taking to-night is a step that will
directly lead to the employment of cheap coloured
alien labour. The Minister for Railways says that
the mines cannot be developed without the assist-
ance of private enterprise. After the experi-
ence of forty years, we find ourselves com-
pelled to fall back on private syndicates.
Wonld a private syndicate have built a line from
Brisbane to Toowoomba ? I don’t think so.
‘We have over 3,000 miles of railways in the
colony now. How many of these miles would
have been built by private enterprise from the
beginning of Queensland’s caveer? I think not
one-half would have been built by private enter-
prise. I don’t think Queensland would have
occupied the position she does now if all our
existing lines had been built by private enter-
prise. Our present system of railway construc-
tion has been very successful in the past, and
why should we depart from it? I say the
present system has been a magnificent success.
The Minister for Railways says they have not.
He also says the House would not sanction
the construction of this line as a State railway.
He does not know anything at all about it. He
is simply drawing upon his imagination when he
savs such a thing. Why has he not given the
House all the necessarv information, and why
does be not bring in a Bill to give hon. members
an opportunity of showing whether they will vote
for it or not? I suppose the hon. gentleman does
not want to do that. He falls back upon the
assumption that the House would not pass the
Bill ; but, as T have said, he never tried, and
until he does, he really cannot say whether the
House would pass the Bill or not. Another
reason the hon. gentleman gives is that our credit
is exhausted. Well, T am not so very sure about
that. We went to England not so very long
ago for a loan and we got it. We had to pay
a little more for it than for one floated a year or
two ago, but that was merely a temporary affair.
I do not believe that the price of money will
continue high for any considerable period ; and,
even if money had to be borrowed at 33 or 4
per cent., surely it would pay the colony better
to have these railways constructed by that
means than to hand over the building of them
to syndicates which will bave to borrow—mnot at
4 per cent., but perhaps at 5, or 6, or even 7 per
cent. T am certain that the credit of the colony
is much better than the credit of any syndicate.
And there is another thing—the colony can
manage its railways more cheaply than any
syndicate could possibly do. We find that
the Chillagoe Railway Company has had to pay
very much through the nose for the money it has
borrowed. The people who got the concession
from Parliament, I suppose, have got out, and
the present shareholders have got to hold the
baby, and a very heavy baby they are likely to
find 1t, if articles that are appearing in the public
Press are to be believed. They have had to
borrow money at ruinous rates. The company
will very soon be over-capitalised, and probably
will be in very serious straits, and then we
shall have a demand for cheap alien labour.
That will be the demand of everyone of these
syndicates, and that, I believe, is the result
which hon. members on the other side are
deliberately planning to bring about. I do not
intend to say very much more upon the subject.
‘We shall have an opportunity of dealing with the
Bill when it gets into committee, I suppose, and,
if we cannot block the passing of the Bill, we
can do our best to draw its teeth, and make it as
little noxious as possible.
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Question-—~That the Bill be now read a second
time~—put ; and the House divided :—

Ayws, 34.

Messrs. Philp, Dickson, Murray, Dalrymple, Rutledge,
Foxton, O’Connell, Callan, Campbell, T. B. Cribb, Cowley,
Boles, Bell, Story, Stephens, Keogh, Plunkett, Forsyth,
Curtis, Annear, Mackintosh, J. C. Cribb, Hanran, Kent,
Stephenson, Bridges, Armstrong. Stodart, Newell, Moore,
Leahy, Petrie, J. Hamilton, and Grimes.

Nows, 22,

Messrs. Browne, McDonnell, Lesina, Turley, Fisher,
McDonald, Hardacre, Dawson, Kidston, Kerr, Reid,
Pitzgerald, Bowman, Dunsford, Jacvkson, lele) Higgs,
Givens, W. IIamiiton, Maxwell, Ryland, and Stew‘trt

PalRs.

Ayes—Messrs. Yorrest, Smith, G. Thorn, and Bartho-
lomew.

Noes-—Messrs, Groom, Fogarty, Jenkinson, and W.
Thorn.

Resolved in the affirmative.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
RAILWAYS, the comamittal of the Bill was
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

ADJOURNMENT,
The PREMIER : I move that the House do

now adjourn. The first Government bu-iness
to-morrow will be the second reading of the Port
Norman, Normanton, and Cloncurry Railway
Bill.

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon): Of course I
thoroughly expected that the hon. gentleman
would pursue this policy, and I am rather glad
of it. Asthe same tim-~ I think he chould tell
the House when he intends to go on with the
Hstimates. The hon. gentleman will be coming
down scon and asking for a lot of Supply in
advance.

Mr. Rem : We should refuse to giveit to him.

Mr. BROWNE: T am not going to say that
we should refuse to give it him, but I contend
that it is not at all constitutional for the Guvern-
ment to keep going on with other business
without touching the Estimates; and then ask
the House for a vote on account. The hon,
gentleman stated, at the end of last week, that
he was going to set apart one day this week for
the Estimates. We have now, after to-morrow,
only one half-day for Government business left
this week, and I should like to know when the
hon. ventleman intends to deal with the Iisti-
ma.tes.

The PrEMIER : I will let you know to-morrow.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at thirty-eight minutes
past 11 o’clock.





