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824 Papet's. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER, 11100. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. Arthur Morgan, wa,·wick) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

CEN'rRAL AND NORTHERN DISTRICTS 
BOUNDARIES BILL. 

AssENT. 
The SPEAKER announced that he had 

received a message from His Excellency the 
Governor assenting to this Bill. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers, laid on the table, were 

ordered to be printed:-
(1) Mr. Cullen's report on watervower privi

leges. 
(2) Return to an order, relative to payment 

of dividend duty by companies, macle by 
the House, on motion of l\'Ir. Dawson, 
on the 12th instant. 

(3) Return to. an order, relative to dividend 
duty received from the Brisbane Tram
way Company, made by the House, on 
motion of Mr. McDonaJd, on the 13th 
instant. 

(4) Report, for the year 18119, of the Official 
Trustee in Insolvency, Townsville. 

(5) Despatch, dated 11th July, 1900, notifying 
the prolongation of the treaty between 
Great Britain and Montenegro. 

(6) Despatch, dated 19th July, 1900, resvect
ing prohibition of sale of arms, ammuni
tion, and liquor to natives of the 
Caroline Islands. 

(7) Despatch, dated 27th July, 1900, trans
mitting the Commonwealth of Australia 
Constitution Act. 

(8) Report, for the year lSUU, of the Depart
ment uf Public Lands. 

(U) Return to an order, relative to statistics 
under the Agricultural Lands Purchase 
Act.~, 1894 to 1897, made by the House, 
on the motion of Mr. Armstrong, on the 
25th July last. 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE. 
NORTHERN CHILLAGOE MINES COMPANY. 

Mr. NEWELL (Woothakata) asked the Secre
tary for Mines, without notice-1. Has the hon. 
gentleman noticed the correspondence in the 
newspapers during the last few days in connec
tion with the N 01·thern Chillagoe Mines Com
pany? 2. If so, does he intend taking any action 
vvith regard to the matter? 

The SECRETARY J!'OR MINES (Hon. R. 
Philp, Townsvillc) replied-At the instance of 
the Mines Department, notice was first drawn to 
the discrepancy between the official report and 
the prospectus of the company. The Govern
ment Geologist drew the attention of the local 
directors in Queensland to the omissions from 
l\Ir. Dunstan's report, and hence the action taken 
by those gentlemen. 

QUESTIONS. 
LEASE OF RAILWAY BOOKSTALLS. 

Mr. DA WSON (Charters To wen), in the 
absence of Mr. Lesina, asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

1. Has Gordon and Gotch's lease for certain railway 
bookstalls expired P 

2. If so, will the department call for tenders for tbc 
renewal of the expired leases in the usual way? 

3. Will the department safeguarrl the interests of the 
travelling public, by stipulating in the conditions of 
lease that the successful tenderer shall not establish a 
literary censorship over certain periodicals r 

4. Is the il!inister aware that at present Gm·don and 
Gotch prevent the sale of certain newspapers, of which 
they do not approve, at the stations \vhere they have 
leased bookstalls~ and that vendors are warned off by 
the police? 

The SECRETARY J<'OR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Murray, Norraanuy) replied-

1. l\'Iessrs. Gordon and Gotch's leases expired on the 
31st Deeemher last, but it was decided to extend them 
until the new Central station was completed. 

2. Yes. 
3. No; but I understand the successful tenderers have 

hitherto wisely safeguarded the interests of the public 
by exercising a censorship over certain periodicals 
which have been found to eontain mat~er of a scurrilous 
and Ubellous Ratnre, for the publication ot which the 
contractors render themselves liable. 

1. No. 

Ii\HfiGRATION LEcrnmn, SouTH A1'RICA. 

Mr. DA \VSON, in the absence of l\lr. Lesina, 
asked the Premier--

l. If be has instructed Mr. Burton, the Sou~h African 
immigration lecturer, to clo his utrr.ost to discourage 
Boers t'rom <>oming here as the result of his lectures on 
the resources of Queensland ~ 

2. If not, will he i~sne such instrncti0ns at. once? 

'l'he PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, Tmmsville) 
replied-

1. :\:o. 
2. No. 
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PROPOSED AGRICULTURAL LINES. 
Mr. MACKINTOSH (Cambooya) asked the 

Secretary for Railways-
!. Has he received the report of the surveyor on the 

proposed agricultural lines from Nobby and Clifton, on 
the Southern line, towards Ellangowan, ~cid Bacl\: 
Plains? 

2. Have the Government considered the advis~blencss 
of constructing a light agricultural line, of the class 
referred to in the manifesto of the lr1te Premier, from 
either of the points named, in the direction of J<~Uan
gowan and the rr:hane·s Creek Crossing, on the Cauda-
mine? , 

3. If so, has he any objection to inform the House 
what decision has been arrived at? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied

!. Yes. 
2 Yes. 
3. The intentions of the Government will be disclosed 

in due course. 

lYfERINGANDAN-GOOMBUNGEE RAILWAY. 
Mr. W. THORN (Aubigny) asked the Secre

tary for Rail ways-
1. Will he lay plans and specifications on the table 

of the House this session for the Meringandan-Goom
bungee line, as guaranteed by the Rosalie Divisional 
Board!-

2. If not, why not ? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied--

! and 2. Consideration of this matter is being de
ferred, as the question of route has not yet been 
determined. 

ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY. 
The PREMIER, in moving-
'rhat, unless otherwise ordered, the House \Vill meet 

for despatch of business at 3 o'clock p.m. on ~,riday 
in each_ week, in addition to the days already provided 
by SessiOnal Order; and that Government bu::;iness take 
precedence of all otber business after 7 p.m. on that 
day-
said: In moving this motion so early in the 
session I wish to impress on the House the 
necessity of getting on with business. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. HrGGS: With public business. 
The PREMIER: We have been sitting now 

exactly two months, and at the rate we are 
going it seems to me that it will take about 
twelve months to finish the business we have 
now on the paper. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: In order that hon. members 

may sit oftener, and probably later-
HoNOURABLE MEUBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: I have brought this motion 

forward at this early stage of the session. The 
Government are very desirous of getting through 
the whole .ef the busines~ now on the paper 
before Christmas; and we can do it. '\Ve have 
some three months at least before Christma", 
and in that time, if we are determined to get 
through, we can get a great deal of work done. 
I look to the leader of the Opposition to assist 
me as much as he possibly can. 

An HoNOURABJ~E MEMBER : Of conrse he will. 
The PREMIER: I know very well that he 

will find it very hard to restrain some of his 
supporters-(Hear, hear, and laughter)-but 
still I have every bope that he will see it to be to 
the interllst, not only of his party in the House, 
but to the interest of the country generally, that 
business should be gone on with. 

Mr. McDoNALD: We have no shares in 
"wild cats." 

The PRI<~MIER: I have no wish to have late 
sittings. It does not agree with my health. I 
ha Ye to work all the day, and if I have to work 
all night too it is not possible for me to give that 
consideration to business that ought to be given 

to it. I am very hopeful that the le>1.der of the 
Opposition will assist me in getting through the 
work. 

Mr. DAWSON : Has he not been doing so in the 
past? 

The PREJ\1IER : I have no reason to apolo
gise to the House for asking it to sit an extra 
day in the eek, because I conceive that it is in 
the interests of every member of this House to 
get through the business of the C<Jtmtry. 

HONOVHABLE 1>1E~IBERS: Hear, hear! 
Yfr. BRO'\V£\E (Cr·oydon): I can assure the 

hon. gentleman that I have not the slightest 
notion, nor has anyone on this side of the 
House, of opposing this motion. In fact, ever 
since I have been a member of this House I 
have been clamouring f,,r extra sitting days; 
and I am surpri,;ed that the hon. gentleman has 
not taken this conrse before. He says it i::; 
rather early in the session, but I do not 
remember an occasion since I have been a 
member of this House when the House has 
dtferred sitting on four days in the week so 
long. With regard to public business, I have 
always tried to get on with that. '\V,th regard 
to the control of members on this side of the 
House, I will point out that I have not had a 
member on this side of the House, nnd especially 
a Minister, make the same mistake that one hon. 
colleague of the hon. gentleman made last week, 
when he tried to get in a second speech after he 
bad once spoken on the question. 

Mr. MoDONALD: He was allowed, by the 
courtedy of the House, to speak when he had no 
right to do. 

The HmnJ SECRETARY : He was stopped by 
the courtesy of the other side of the Honse. 

Mr. BROWNE: He was stopped after going 
on for a quarter of an hour or so, which we con
sidered was long enough, when he was not 
entitled to speak at all. I am just pointing this 
out to show that, at any rate. members on this side 
are as amenable to control, and I think a great 
deal more so, than the hon. members on the other 
side. 

The PREilfmR: I do not think so. 
Mr. BRO\Vl'\E : At any rate, I can depend 

upon the members who support me to be here to 
keep a House together ; to be here for every 
division, and know what that division is about. 
'\Vith regard to the despatch of public business, 
as I say, we are all anxious to assist the hon. 
gentleman in that ; but I must point out, as I 
have done earlier in the session, that the hon. 
gentleman seems to think there is only one 
important matter of public busines• now, and 
that is catering for a loG of gentlemen who want to 
exploit'this country. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear! 
Mr. BROWXE: '\Ye have here-and I do not 

think a similar >tate of business will be found in 
any of the "VotesandProceedings" of this House 
-nineteen n::atters on the business-pttper. There 
are eighteen Bills and Supply, and the first five 
of those Bills are private railway Bills. '\Ve have a 
lot of important matter here--such as the Elections 
Bill, the Pastoral Leases Bill, thfl Sugar '\Vorks 
Guarantee Act Amendment Bill-and I know the 
hon. gentleman himself knows that weeks ago a 
number of gentlemencamedowh here from Towns
ville and the Johnstone River, on the a;.sumnce 
that the latter Bill was coming before the House. 
'\Ve h<Lve other Bills on the )Japer as well as th"t, 
and we have still the fedcml legislation to deal 
with, and, though it has been dealt with and 
almost completed in every one of the other 
colonies, it has not yet been laid on the table 
here. Then there is the Rail way Commissioner's 
Bill, which the hon. gentleman gave notice of 
to-day, and which must be passed within the 
next week or two. An almost equally urgent 
matter is the Public Service Board Bill, and, 
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though the term of office of the Board will expire 
by effiuxion of time at the end of next month, 
there is nothing yet on the table to deal with it. 
I object to all the talk about the time being 
wa,ted by this side when the hon. gentleman 
is trying to get on with private business, 
and is wasting time in doing that, becau~e 
already two of these private railway Bills have 
]lassed their secrJlld re:cJing, and they could 
have been put through committee and sent on 
to the other Chamber, but instead of doing 
that the h<ln. gentleman puts them back on the 
paper and another is shoved up for its second 
reading. Of course, we know that all the world 
over the Government in power accuses the Oppo
sition of wasting time, and with the other side 
that seems to be a sort of frenzy. But, as a 
matter of fact, the public business has been got 
through a great deal quicker in this House 
during this session thttn in any other for the past 
twelve years, and Hansard or "Votes and 
Proceedings" will bear out that statement. I 
do not take much notice of this old cry about 
wasting time, but I have taken the trouble to 
collect a few facts on the matter that are 
worth any number of assertions, as the hon. 
member for Mackay would say. Up to last 
week we sat for twenty-five days this session, 
and, as the Premier knows, on two of 
those days there were adjournments on which 
nothing at all was done. That leaves twenty
three sittings, and as the hon. gentleman has 
admitted, short sittings at that. \Ve must count 
not the weeks, but the days and honrs we have 
sat to judge the work we have got through. 
The first thing we dealt with was the Address 
in lteply, and we took four and a-half sittings 
over that. \V ell, the average time taken over 
the Address in Reply for the last twelve years 
has been seven sittings. On the Financial 
Statement we occupied this session exactly two 
and a-half sittings-two full sittings and one 
evening sitting. The average for that during the 
last twelve years has been five and a-half sit
tings. During- the time also four Bills have been 
passed-three besides an Appropriation Bill; nine 
have passed a second reading, and several others 
have passed the First reading and introductory 
stages. I may say also that during the time three 
motions for the adjournment of the House have 
been dealt with--two from this side and one from 
the Government side of the House. One of the 
Bills we have passed is the Health Bill, a 
Bill of 170 clauses-a very important Bill in 
which members on this side took more interest, 
and rendered more assistance upon to the hon. 
gentleman in ch~rge of it than members on his 
own side of the House. That Bill of 170 clauses 
pttbdBd its second reading in one sitting. It is a 
very important measure, and one which I believe 
in. That Bill occupied two and a-half sittings 
in committee, and during those two and a-half 
sittings over eighty ttmendments were passed 
into the Bill, besides those which were dealt 
with and defeated or withdrawn. I admit that 
most of the amendment\ were introduced by the 
Home Secretary hirnsel£, or accepted by him at 
the suggestion of bon. rnen1bers on thiR side. I 
a~k where there ha:.; bl"'en any ':Va::;te of tirne, 
when a Bill of so much importance and of those 
dimensions is passed tbrow:h first and second 
reading-A, cmnn1ittee, and third reading in le.~s 
than five sittings. TIH'll we bad one Bill, 
the lJi,,eases in Sheep Bill, introduced, and 
after getting throngh its preliminarv stage~ it 
had to hP w1thdrn,wn "ud again introduced. 
Then we had the Brands Bill--anrl on that I 
will say I am sorry the Secretary for Lands 
is not here, and we are all sorry to hear of his 
being sick. That Bill was brought on and I 
do not think a single member on either side, 
except those specially interested in the subject, 

debated it. It passed its second reading, and its 
committal was ordered when it was referred to a 
select committee on the motion of an hon. gentle
man on the Government side of the House. I 
mention these facts to show that the time devoted 
to public business has not been wasted, at any 
rate by the hon. gentlemen oupporting me on 
this side of the Chamber. Hon. gentlemen may 
remember that when hon. members on this 
side did me the honour of electing me leader 
of the party I promised the Premier that 
I would assist him in E>very possible way in 
getting on with public business. I promised 
him at the same time, without threatening in 
any way, but that in a fair and constitutional 
manner the party whu had elected me as leader 
were going to oppose these private railways 
Bills in every constitutional way. I may say 
now, without using any threats on the matter, 
that we intend to continue to do so until by 
the Speaker or the House we are ruled out of 
order in doing so. But with regard to public 
business I say there is not one of us but is quite 
willing to o>ssist the Government on every mea
sure in this programme. Outside these private 
rail ways Bills I do not think there is one of the 
measures that can be called a party measure, 
because members on this side as well as members 
opposite and the people of the country are in
terested in them. 

Mr. KIDSTON: Some would go through without 
discussion. 

Mr. BROWNE: As the hon. member for 
Rockhampton says, some of them may go through 
without discussion. Then there is the Estimate,; 
to be considered, and on that point I may say 
that there has been a practice growing up of 
late years of the Government asking for votes of 
Supply in advance. In the good old days, Sir 
Thomas Mcilwraith always got enough of the 
Estimates through to a void asking for Yotes on 
account in that way. He could demand them, 
because the money had been passed ; but the 
w<ty we are doing business at the present time, 
there is no earthly chance of that being clone. 
I am not anxious to say any more, but I 
distinctly refuse to allow the blame for the waste 
of public time and the delay in public business 
to be saddled upon members on this side of the 
House. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
Mr. HIGGS: I do not think the Premier need 

offer any apology to the House or the country 
for asking for an additional sitting day if he 
proposes to deal with public business, but if he 
is going to squander the whole four days per 
week upon the business of the private syndic.ttes 
that apparently have considerable influence in 
the Government, then I think an apology is 
necessary. The Premier was told distinctly 
enough by the leader of this party and by some 
of his most ordel'ly followers, that every as-, 
sistance would be given to pass public measures, 
but that every constitutional objection would be 
raised to the passing of pri vale syndicate rail
way Bills. The Premier has taken no notice of 
the hints that were thrown ont, and he appears 
to be anxi011s and perfectly willing to foree 
his private sclwmes through this HunHe. Now, 
there are half-a-dozen very importe>nt Bill; 

which the Premier wishes to be 
["1 p,m.] p>t>••,ed, ar;d I think these Bills will 

receive very little opposition from 
thi' side of the House. The Governor's Speech 
is full of important Bills promised two months 
ago The Harbour Boards Bill is a measure 
which the mercantiiP communities are anxiously 
waiting for: the farmers are waiting for a cheap 
money Bill, promiserl by the Secrehry for 
Agriculture some time ago ; the local authorities 
are waiting for a L•;cal Government Bill, which 
has been promised by the present Premier and 
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by several Premiers before him for years past ; 
the working clasRes are waiting for an early 
closing Bill ; and we are all waiting for a 
Federal Elections Bill, which was promised in the 
Governor's Speech, as soon as vV estern AtMtralia 
had decided the referendum. Here is the 
sentence-

'£here is every reason to believe that, as a result of 
the referendum about to be taken in ·western Australia, 
thaL colony will be included in the Commonwealth 
from t,he date of its establishment, and as soon as 
definite information is obtainable on this point you 
will be asked to consider a measure providing for the 
election of representatives or QueenE:land in the Federal 
Parliament. 
After the referendum was decided in We,,tern 
Australia, the Premier, when approached with 
regard to the Federal Elections Bill, said, "As 
soon as the Chief Secretary is back in Parlia
ment the :B'ederal Bill would be presented ; it is 
due to the hon. gentleman, seeing his work in 
connection with federation, that he should intro
duce this measure." Now, we find that the 
Federal Bill must, like all other legislation of an 
important nature, wait the pleasure of •nining 
syndicates, thieves, vagabonds, knaveR, and 
swindlers who are prepared to exploit this 
colony. I think it is time that the Home made 
a protest against this country being handed 
over to these mining gentlemen-for illegitimate 
mining. I do not wish to i'efled adversely on 
those gentlemen who legitimately desire to 
develop the mining industry of the country. 

Hon. D. H. DALRB1PLE: Are you to be the 
judge of these gentlemen? 

Mr. DAWSON: He is one of them. 
Hr. HIGGS: I have a perfect right to form 

my own opinion as to the character of these 
gentlemen who are endeavouring to exploit the 
country, as the hon. members for Mackay and 
Bulloo have to support these private syndicates. 
I would ask any hon. member in this House, or 
any intelligent person in the colony, what is 
their opinion of the character of certain of these 
gentlemen who are anxious to exploit the 
country after we have heard the correspondence 
quoted by Mr. N ewell. 

The SPEAKER : Order, order! 
Mr. HIGGS : ·what are we going to say to 

these gentlemen who wish to get syndicate Bills 
through this House, and who wish to exploit the 
mining industry? They do not wish to advance 
the prosperity of Queensland or of the mining 
industry; they only wish to deceive and rob the 
general public. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. HIGGS : I have a right to form my 

own opinion of these gentlemen, and I shall not 
hesitate to express my objections to these syndi
cate railway proposals being rushed through 
this House. 'l'he hon. member for Mackay and 
the hon. member for Bulloo take upon them
selves the duty of defending the Govern
ment by interjection and otherwise on every 
possible occasion. I am not like the hon. mem
ber for Bulloo, who is the only man in (,lueens
land who advertises himself as M.L.A.; who 
signs himself as "J. Leahy, M.L.A." 

The SPEAKElt : Order, order ! 
Mr. HIGGS: The only man who endeavours 

to make money out of his "l\I.L.A.-ship." 
1fr. LEAHY : That's uot true. 
Mr. HIGGS: And now he tries to put me 

down. I have observed, during my residence 
here for some years, that hon. members opposite 
take the most sarcastic weapons they can avail 
themselves of to trv and overthrow members on 
this side, and I. think it is time that these 
weapons were directed against themselves, and I 
shall not hesitate to do so. I think some hon. 
members are afraid of these sarcastic tongues, 
but I am not. The hon. gentleman at the head 

of the Government "hould know, after two 
months' experience, and after the critieisms that 
have been passed on these syndicate railway 
Bills-I think he has every reason to believe that 
if he will bring forward public busine',s, and 
abandon the schEomes of private syndicators, 
that public business will be transacted rapidly. 
But he is apparently willing to postpone 
public business until the hot months, w that 
E,timates amounting to hundreds of thousands 
of pounds can be passed through in as many 
seconds. He thinks that hon. membero on this side 
of the House will then grow tired, and that their 
opposition to the hem. gentleman's schemes will 
cease. The hon. gentleman may h<we control 
over his own followers, but I refuse to believe 
that hon. gentlemen on the opposite side who 
are not interested in private railway schemes--

The SPEAKEH : Order ! 
:i\fr. HIGGS : Or do not support private rail

way legislation are going to sit here uight after 
night in the interests of mining gentlemen who 
are anxious to exploit this country. 

Mr. LEAHY (Bulloo): I would not have 
risen to reply to the hon. member who has just 
sat down, because thete is an old adage that you 
cannot touch pitch without being defiled, but the 
hon. member is always suffering from an itch
an ineradicable itch-for making slanderous 
statements. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. LEAH Y : And he was never yet known 

to prove one of those statements. He has stated 
just now that I made money out of writing 
"M.L.A." after my name. I should not have 
risen to refer even to that except that we know 
men who are justices sign "J.P." after their 
names iu ordinary matters, and it might be 
inferred that I did the same thing in this case. 
Prob.:tbly what the hon. member refers to is that 
in connection with some electoral matters 
":Yl.L.A." appears after my name. 

Mr. HIGGS : No. You signed "John Leahy, 
M.L.A., Manager for the Union Mortgage 
Company." That is not done elsewhere in Aus
tralia. 

Mr. LEAHY : It is just as well to explain. 
It is the usual thing for any member who is a 
director of any business company to have 
"l\f.L.A." after his name. There is no local 
bank director in Brisbane who is a member of 
this House who has not "M.L.A." printed after 
his name. Here is my friend, Mr. Callan, who 
has "l\1.L.A." after his name as a director of 
the Queeneland National Bank. 

Mr. HIGGS: But he does not sign "M.L.A." 
after his name. 

1\fr. LEAHY : I do not sign in that way 
either. 

Mr. HIGGS : Y on sign the advertisement. 
Mr. LEAHY: I do not. The hon. member 

is entirely wrong, hut I e;u,n excuse him, because 
he is constructed on certain lines, and he cannot 
help it. I remember a short time ago, when I 
was in Sydney-a pbce where the hon. member 
is bet.ter known than he is here-I did not 
travel there with bin-,, 

J\Ir. Hwus: No, you lradn't the ehance; I 
went alone. 

J\Ir. LEAHY: He was pre ~ent at a gatherillg
a mob of electors whfJrH he had worked with, 
and whom, I believe, he had mulcted out of 
£800-ancl they refu.,ed to listen to hinr. 

Hr. HIGGS : '!'bat is a lie. 
'l'he SPJ~AKER: Order, order! 
Mr. HIGG~: That is a lie ; I do not hesitate 

to s~y it. 
Tlie SP.EAKER: Order! Personal recrimina· 

tions are very mu8h out of order, and I trutit that 
hon. members will not descend to them, 

HoNOURABLE ME)iBERS : Hear, hear ! 
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Mr. LEAHY: I quite agree with you, Mr. 
Speaker, but they should have been stopped in 
the first instance. 

'fhe SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. IIIoDoNALD: That is a reflection on the 

Chair. 
The SPEAKER: Order! 
Il1r. L.EAHY: Hon. members opposite are 

very particular about nflections on the Chair. 
'V.hat I have rben for at the present time is 
th1s: \Ve have had some very interesting state. 
men ts from the other side t:1is ttfternoon, and 
we have heard hon. members lay down what is 
supposed to be a constitutional basis-the con· 
stitutional means which they propose to adopt 
for the future for the purpose of obstructing 
business that they do not like. 

Mr. DAWSON: That is not correct. 
Mr. LEAHY: That is so. The leader of the 

Labour Opposition distinctly laid that down 
Now, I tell the hon. gentleman that there ar~ 
also cons~itutional.means f?r d.ealing with things 
of that kind, and, 1f const1tut10nal means are to 
be used on the one side, they shoulcl also be used 
on the other. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear 
hear! ' 

Mr. LEAHY : Let us know exactly where we 
a:e. So. far as I. am concer?ed, I have no par· 
t1~ular mterest m any busmess going through 
thw House. I come here to do bminess, and not 
to be fooled. The Government and those sitting 
on these benches represent the majority in this 
House, and in the country, and, if they are not 
prepared to carry on the business of the countrv 
they have no right to be here; and, if they d~ 
not take reasonable steps to cond net the business 
of the country, I am not going to come here 
night after night to he fooled. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL {Hon. A. 
Rutledge, JJfamnoa) : I regret very much the 
turn the discussion has taken. 

Jliir. BROW:>E: Hear, hear! 
The ATTORNEY-GENEllAL: I might ven

ture to suggest that it is really not in order to 
discuss the question of private railways on the 
motion before the House. 

Mr. DAWSON: They have not been di~cussed. 
The ATTORN~Y.GENERAL: Well, they 

have been extensn·ely referred to. I desire to 
acknowledge the agsistance that I have received 
from mem~ers on the other side in getting 
thrcugh th1s House measures that I have had 
charge of, of which they did not in the abstract 
disapprove; but they can hardly expect the 
Government, who represent the people of the 
colony ~n this Ho\lse, to accept the position that 
they Will only brmg forward measures of which 
hon. members on the other side tell them 
beforehand they approve, or of which they do 
not strongly disapprove. 

Ilfr. DAWSON: Haven't we a right to object? 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon. 

member who leads the Labour party-whose 
action in this Home has a! ways commanded 
respect and confidence - cited Sir Thomas 
Mcllwraith. Now, I sat in this House for 
fifteen years with Sir Thomas M cl! wraith and for 
a considerable part of that time he was Pr~mier of 
the colony, and I know there was no man who 
was less inclined to "ubmit to any dictation as to 
the order in which he should bring forward the 
public buoineF <' than Sir Thon.as I\Icllwraith. 
ME~IBERS on the Ciovcrmnent side: Hear, 

hear! 
The ATTORNEY.G.!';N:ERAL: Having the 

< responsibility of the GovernmPnt on his shoulders 
he said, "In my judgment this is the order i~ 
which the businetis submitted to this House 
s~nuld be brought forward," and, having put 
h1s foot down, he was not a man to retreat 
simply because there was opposition. 

Mr. McDoNALD : 'Vhether he was right or 
wrong. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I do not say 
that he brought forward anything at any time 
that he thought was wrong. In his judgment he 
was right; but he did not deny to the Oppo· 
sition the right of opposing- it. I have taken 
part in struggles in opposition to some of his pro. 
posals--

Mr. DAWSON: He never sneered at an Oppo· 
sition. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: But, after a 
trial of strength-and I know we used to sit up 
all night, and sometimes two nights, on some 
measures-~ 

Mr. DAWSON: Seven nights once. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: But, after a 

trial of strength, and, after having made an 
emphatic protest against the legislation sub
mitted, the responsibility was then thrown upon 
the Government of carrying the measure through. 

Mr. McDONALD : Didn't you compromise over 
the last big stonewall? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: A Govern· 
ment should either get their measure through, 
or proclaim· themselves unfit to hold office. 
Whether the Premier is right or wrong in 
putting these rail way Bills in the position in 
which he has upon the notice paper is a matter 
for himself. If he is prepared to accept the 
responsibility of that--

Mr. DAWSON: Snrely the House has some say 
in the matter. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: And, if his 
supporters are willing to assist him in carrying 
those measures through in that order, then the 
other side, if it is not numerically stronger, and 
cannot convince the t1lembers of the Government 
and those who sit behind them that these 
measures ought to be abancloned, or placed in 
some other order- then, judging from my parlia· 
mentary experience, the only thing for them to 
do, after delivering an emphatic protest, is to 
gracefully yield the situation. That is all that is 
necessary, and that is all that is left for a 
minority to do. 

Mr. BROWNE: But there are five of these 
Bills. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Surely the 
arguments that apply to one i>pply to all. 1 have 
not said a word about these private railways, and 
I am not going to say :mything about them now. 

Mr. DAWSON: Neither have I. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I !mow 

nothing about them, or who is carrying them 
through, and, personally, I have never owned a 
mining share in my life ; but I say, quite apart 
from the merits of that question, that the question 
now is whether it is desirable to have an addi
tional sitting day. I think we are all agreed 
that it is desirable. I have no doubt that if the 
physical strength of the Premier was equal to it, 
it would be as acceptable to him to sit five days 
a week, but he has the great responsibility of 
carrying on business during the waking hours of 
the day as well as considerably into the night in 
leading this House. The Premier gave many 
reasons why there should be another sitting day, 
and they were accepted by the leader of the 
Opp,sition. No discourte'y was intended to 
the hon. g·entleman because no one on this side 
got up after he had spoken, because it was 
recognised that when the two leaders had spoken, 
the one proposing, and the other acknowledging 
the propriety of the motion, there wa.•< nothing 
more to be said. 

Mr. ,J ACKSON: 'Vhat are you disputing about? 
The ATTORNEY · GENERAL: There is 

really no need, therefore, for any further dis· 
cussion of the matter, and we should come to a. 
decision at once .. 
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Mr. KIDS TON (Rockhampton): The hon. 
gentleman has gone altogether upon the assump
tion that the leader of the Opposition was seBking 
to dictate to the Premier the order in which 
buPiness should be introduced in this House. 
Now, I am sure that the Premier himself will 
admit that the relations between himself and the 
leader of the Opposition have not been of such a 
character as to justify him in saying that the 
le~tder of the Opposition was seeking to dictate 
to him the way in which public business should 
be conducted, and I think that the hon. gentle
man will admit that, so far, in spite of differences 
of opinion, the leader of the Opposition has been 
exceptionally conciliatory and obliging. So that 
all the Attorney-General has said was simply so 
much beside> the question, and the hon. gentle
man must surely bB aware of that himself. The 
leader of the Opposition did nut seek to dictate 
to the Premier. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPI,E: The hon. member 
for :Fortitude Valley did. 

Mr. HrGGS: Oh ! Get another Seaforth 
Estate. 

Mr. KIDSTON : The Attorney- General 
allowed the speech of the hon. member for Forti
tude V alley to go to one side. He did not think 
it was a good line to follow up, and so he referred 
to what had heen said by the leader of the 
Opposition-or professed to refer to it, although, 
as a matter of fact, he did not refer to it at all. 
'fhe leader of the Opposition, in reply to the 
statement of the Premier that he hoped we would 
be able to get on with public business, showed, in a 
way which must have ~truck every hon. member 
of the House who heard him, how very conspicu
ous had been the success of the Government 
in getting through public business so far. 
He showed that the only thing that there 
had been any difficulty over-the only matter 
there had been any delay over-were the 
discussions that had taken place on the 
priv>tte Bills introducBd by the Government. 
He simply pointed out to t.he Premier that if he 
wa9 anxious to get on w'ith the public business 
the best way would be to introduce that public 
business. Judging by the experience of the past 
part of the session, he would get every assistance 
from this side of the Honse to facilitate it getting 
through, but intimating at the same time-a 
thing which the hon. gentleman knows quite 
well-that this side of the House are bitterly 
opposed to those Bills, and will resist them to 
the full extent of their ability. While the 
Attorney-General thinks it is very improper that 
the leader of the Opposition should advise the 
Premier as to what course he should follow, he 
evidently thinks it. is quite competent for the 
Hon. the Attorney-General to advise the leader 
of the Opposition as to what course he should 
follow. I think the hon. gentleman will see for 
himself that if it is improper for the leader of 
the Opposition to advise the Premier-which I 
admit, but which I claim my leader did not 
attempt to do-then it is equally gratuitous on 
the part of the hon. gentleman to advise the 
leader of the Opposition. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYliiPLR: And you advise 
them both. 

Mr. KIDSTON: If the Premier is really 
desirous of getting on with the public business, 
surely it would be far better to bring that busi
ness before the House straight a way. He knows 
that there are some of the Bills on the notice 
pa.per in which he would get every essistance 
from this side of the House ; and he knows that 
there are some othErs as to which, though we 
differ on matters of detail, there will be very 
little discussion, and quite a numher may be go~ 
off the notice paper, and sent to the Upper 
House. That will be getting on with tr.e public 
business. If the hon. gentleman does not take 

that course-and of course he has a right to take 
that course or not as he thinks proper-all that 
the leader of the Opposition pointed out was 
that the delay in getting on with public business 
will not be the fault of this side of the House, 
but will be the fault of the hon. gentleman at 
the head of the Government. 

Hon. D. H. DALllYMPLE: Unless yon are 
allowed to govern. 

Mr. KIDSTO::\r : \V e are not seeking to 
govern. \Vhat the Government seem to be 
attempting to do is this: They are forcing 
these measures, which are so disputatious, 
on to the front of the business paper for 
the purpose of seeking to minimise the opposi
tion of this side to them by the cry that 
we are obstructing all the valuable legisla
tion that is behind them. I say it is not a fair 
way of fighting. Let them bring on their other 
legislation and let us pass it, and then fight out 
the things we dbpute about. Tben we will not 
have that parrot-cry about wasting the time 
of the House. I am glad the leader of the 
Opposition has dealt with that matter so 
effectively. \Vith regard to the nther sitting 
day, if the ntcessities of public business 
require it, the members on this side are 
willing to sit not only four, but five days 
a week. We are quite willing to sit all the 
days of the week for the purpuse of facilitating 
public busineso, but we will not be bounced by 
any talk about 8tonewalling or hindering useful 
legislation in this very simple kind of way. The 
way is easy for the Premier to get hL useful 
legislation through, if he chooses to take that 
way; and if he does not chose to take that way, 
then the hon. gentleman will have to take the 
responsibility. 

Mr. McDONALD (Ji'lindtrs) : I think it is 
time we had another sitting day, and I hope it 
will be the means of facilitating businesq; but, 
hke other hon. members who have spoken, I 
would like to say that neither the Premier nor 
the Attorney-General has any right to threaten 
this side of the House. 

The PllEi\IIER: The threats are all from your 
side. 

Mr. McDOKALD: There have been no 
threats from this side at all. IV e were told 
from the other side that in addition to :Friday 
they would probably take in Monday, too, and 
sit late also. The hon. m ern ber for Bulloo prac
tically thren,tened the Government tlmt if they 
did not sit day after day and night he was not 
going to come here to be fooled. 

Mr. LEAHY: If we did not get on with busi
ness I said. 

Mr. McDON ALD: There was a clear attempt 
to threaten the Government. \Vith regard to 
the waste of time, let me remind the Attorney
General that I object to hon. members on that 
side making second speeches on the same motion. 
\Ve had the hon. member for lVIaclmy, Mr. 
Dalrym pie, taking that conrse the other evening, 
and we have the Attorney-General doing the same 
thing this afternoon. 

The AT'rORNEY-GENERAL: I forgot that I had 
seconded the motion. I apologise. 

Mr. McDONALD: I want to show hon. mem
bers that is another instance of toleration on this 
side. 

Hon. D. H. DALRHIPLE: Ignorance. 
Mr. JliicDON ALD: It was not, because I saw 

the hon. gentleman getting up to second the 
motion. 

Mr. COWLEY: He was quite right in speaking. 
Mr. JlilcDONALD: He w.1s not quite right t.o 

resume his seat and to speak afterwards. We 
did not wish to stop l:im becau:;e we thought ho 
had something to say. 

Mr. COVVLEY: I seconded the motion, too, and 
I intend to speak. 
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Mr. McDONALD: I will raise a point of 
order in your ettse. I just mention this to show 
that all the tolerance is not on the other side of 
the House. I object to these continued attempts 
to try and coerce members on this side of the 
House to do certain things. I don't think it is 
the place of the Premier or the Attorney-General 
to threaten this side that if we rlon't rlo certain 
things certain other things will follow. The 
Attorney-General said that if you don't allow it 
to go in the Premier will not only take in :Friday 
but Monday, too, and we shall have to sit late 
also. That was a distinct threat. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXERAL: I did not say that. 
I said that if the Premier wa;c physically able to 
do so he would probably have no objection to sit
ting on Monday, and sitting late, in order to get 
through the business if necessary. 

Mr. McDONALD: That is the third speech 
made by the hon. gentleman. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL; I had a right to 
make an explann,tion. 

Mr. CowLEY: The hon. member for Flinders 
has spoken. 

Mr. McDONALD: I have said all I wish to 
say on the question. 

Mr. CO\VLEY (Het·beTt): I seuonded this 
motion in a formal way, and I intend to exercise 
my right of speaking. The hon. member for 
Croydon, Mr. Browne--

Mr. Me DON ALD : I rise to a point of order, 
Mr. Speaker. I ask your ruling as to whether 
the hon. member, having seconded the motion, 
is in order in speaking now. 

The SPEAKER: The Attorney-General, Mr. 
Rutledge, seconded the motion. 

Mr. CO\VLEY: \Vhen the Speaker asked for 
a seconder, I bowed to the Chair, and bi 
that means seconded the motion. I was not to 
know whether the Speaker accepted my saluta
tion as seconding the motion, or that of any other 
hon. member; but having seconded it, I now 
intend to exercise my right to say a few words 
to the motion. The hon. member for Croydon, 

Mr. Browne, has told us that busi
[4·30 p.m.] nesshasbeen carried on expeditiously 

this session. I should like to know 
who is responsible for this. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : The Labour 
party. 

Mr. CO\VLEY: Every hon. member on that 
side has spoken for an indefinite period on nearly 
every question brought before the House. 

MEMBERE of the Opposition: No. 
Mr. JENKlXRON: That is not so; most unjust. 
Mr. CO\V LEY: \V ell, not every one of them, 

bnt most of the hon. members on that side have 
-as my hon. friend, the member for Mackay, 
says-lived up to their reput,tinn, and spoken 
for an indefinite period on aimnst every question 
brought before the House. Hon. members on 
this side have carefully refrained from speaking; 
many of them I know have been wishful and 
anxious to speak, but seeing that members on the 
opposite side have invariably spoken on every 
subject at great length, they have refrained from 
speaking on purpose to expedite the business of 
the House. Had hon. members on this side 
occupied as many hours in debate as hon. mem
bers on that side have done, no business would 
have been accomplished, or at any rate very 
little would have l:een done; so that the le<Lder 
of the Labour party need not take the flattering 
unction to his soul that his side have expedited 
business. I do not wish to say much on this Uiotion. 
I am very sorry t'' have to break into this united 
and happy concert between the Government side 
of the House and of the Labour Opposition; but 
I certainly objeet to sitting on Friday night. If 
we are to expedite business, I think the proper 
means to do that is to sit longer hours on the days 

already allotted as sitting days. I am perfectly 
willing and anxious to do business, and I believe 
that more business would be done by sitting 
from 11 to 1 o'clock on the present sitting days 
than will be done by sitting on Fridays. Hon. 
members of the Labour party have invariably 
spoken up to within a few minutes of the time 
for the departure of the last train, and then 
subsided, and the House has adjourned, and 
we have gone home, and no business has been 
the result. 

Mr. McDoNALD : That was to oblige members 
on the other side. 

Mr. COWLEY: That members of the Labour 
party have talked up to that time? 

lVIr. McDoNALD: Yes. 
Mr. COWLl£Y : Then I wish they would find 

some other way of expressing their obligations to 
the Government· and to members on this side of 
the House. What I should like to see, and what 
I think would be a better plan of procedure, 
would be to sit untill o'clock every morning, so 
that we might really get the business done. 

Mr. BRIDGES: We would die then. 
Mr. COWLEY: Very well, then we should 

be martyrs to our country. I am perfectly 
satisfied that if this extra sitting day is given, 
and business is conducted simply up to half-past 
10, or twenty minutes to 11 o'clock, no business 
will result, and the time for the private sitting 
will, like the ordinary sittings on other days, be 
wasted by hon. members on the Labour side. 
Therefore, I, for one, will oppose the motion for 
sitting on Friday. There is no doubt whatever 
that so far very little business has been done, and 
hon. members on that side are to be thanked for 
it. This motion might have been passed as formal. 
Who cried "Not formal "? The hon. member 
for Croydon, Mr. Browne, and the hon. member 
for Fonitude Valley, Mr. Higgs. 

Mr. BROWNE : I did nothing of the sort. 
Mr. COWLEY: Then I beg the hnn. mem

ber's pardon. At any rate two members on that 
side cried " Not formal," and an hour will be 
wasted over the discussion. 

Mr. Kmsl'ON : I think another gentleman 
called "Not formal." 

Mr. COWLEY: No one on this side called 
"Not formal." 

i\Ir. KIDSTON : I have heard a member on that 
side call " Not formal." 

Mr. COWLEY: To this motion? 
Mr. KmsTOX: No. 
Mr. COWLEY: We!l, I am dealing with the 

present motion. Although opposed to the motion 
I had no intention of calling" Not formal," and 
so waste the time of the House in discussing it. 
But when members on that side get up and claim 
that certain business has been done in good time, 
and that the whole credit is due to them, I pro
test and object, because they have done the 
talking, and this side of the House has done the 
business. 

Mr. TURLEY (BTisbane Sot,th): Itissaicl that 
Satan sometimes reproves sin. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : Are you Satan? 
Mr. TURLEY : It seems to me that in this 

case we have the hon. member for Herbert tfllling 
us that no one should have called '•Not formal" 
to this motion, and that we did so because we 
wanted to waste time. I called '·Not formal" 
to the motion for two or three rlifferent reasons. 
And only last week we were told that it was 
the right of every member of this House, if 
he chose to exercise it, to call "Not formal" 
to any motion that might be proposed, and 
we were told that when a hon. member oppo
site called "Not formal" to a motion brought 
forward by a member on this side of the 
House. The hon. member also "aid that busi
ness has not been facilitated by members on 
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this side of the House. The Attorney-General, 
however, said he was thankful to the leader of 
the Opposition for the facilities and help he 
had afforded in getting through measures that 
were of public importance. As the leader of the 
Labour Opposition pointed out, the Health 
Bill is a measure of such magnitude and 
importance that under ordinary circmmtances 
any legislative chamber in the world would 
probably take two or three sitting days to dis
cuss the second reading. And I believe it would 
take fully a week to put it through committee 
in any deliberative chamber. If the hon. member 
throws his mind back for a short time he will 
find that there have been Bills of far less import
ance than the Health Bill, affecting as it does 
nearly every person in Queensland, which have 
taken f!>r longer to discuss. The leader of the 
Labour Opposition stated on a former occasion 
that the Premier would receive every facility for 
the passage of all public business which he 
intended to submit, with the exception of the 
measmes for the construction of private rail
ways. 

Mr. CowLEY : It has been ruled that they are 
public rail ways. 

Mr. TURLEY : They have always been 
referred to as private railways. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: \Vrongly so. 
Mr. TURLEY : It has also been stated that 

whatever constitutional advantages are offered to 
the Opposition, they will use them to the best of 
their ability to prevent those Bills becoming 
law. The hon. member for Bulloo told us that 
there are other constitutional methods which 
can be adopted by members on his side. \Ve do 
not complain about that; but I would pomt out 
that the hon. member and the Premier are 
simply being goaded on by a journal which 
fancies itself the leading journal of the colony, 
and which says that something must be done, 
that the Government must put their foot down, 
and that members on this side of the House 
must be silenced in their opposition to syndicate 
railways. \Ve have the Speaker in the chair to 
see that we are strictly confined to the Standing 
Orders, and we have a perfect right to exercise 
the privileges conferred upon us by the Standing 
Orders. If hon. members take it into their 
heads to alter the Standing Orders, then we 
shall have our say as to whether the proposed 
alterations are beneficial or not. At any rate, as 
long as we do not go beyond what the Standing 
Orders permit, hon. members opposite have no 
reason to complain of our action. On a former 
occ.1sion we were told by the hon. gentleman 
who now sits as President of the other Chamber 
that we made a mistake in dealing with public 
business when we were practically newchums in 
the House, and that there were certain forms 
bid down in the Standing Orders, and if we 
did not know how to take advantage of those 
forms that was our own fault, and we need not 
expect any assistance from the Government. 
Now, we are pointing out that the Standing 
Orders give us facilities to do certain things, and 
then we are told that we should not do those 
things-that it is not right for us to do-that the 
constitutional advantages lie with members on 
the other side. \Veil, let members on the other 
side do exactly the same thing. As long as they 
keep within the Standing Orders that are there 
for governing the business of this House, no one 
has any right to complain. The principal rea.son 
why I called "Not formal" to this motion is this: 
Ever since I have been in this House, when this 
motion has been moved, it has bePn pointed out 
that there ha>J not been a sufficient amount of 
time allowed for the discussion or private mem
bers' busine,s. \Vhen the fourth day has been 
taken in, it has always been assumed that at least 
a good portion of that day will be allowed for the 

discussion of propositions which private mem
bers may see fit to jJUt on the business-paper. 
Now, there are certain mattn.s on the business
paper at the present time of very great import
ance which have been placed there by private 
members, and I take it that some of them are 
of as much importance to the welfare of this 
colony-and more so-than the bulk of the 
measures that are put on the business-paper by 
the Government. Now, on these occasions we 
want to know whether the Government is not 
going to allow further time for the discussion of 
private nwmbers' business. I know perfectly 
well that when private members' business comes 
up there is no talk about waste of time by mem
bers on the other side of the House, but 
they get up and religiously talk out every reso
lution that is brought forward by members on 
this side of the House, if they do not happen to 
agree with it. Every form of the House is 
taken advantage of either by moving an amend
ment or by talking at inordinate length with the 
object of blocking for the time being any 
measure or resolution of Jmblic importance that 
is brought forward by a member on this side of 
the House. Now, we think that this is wrong, 
because our experience has been that it is only 
by the di,cussion of motions in this House that 
are actually expressive of the general opinions 
that are held by a large number of people outside, 
that after a lapse of time we find the Govern
ment coming down and embodying the proposi
tion that has been brought forward in a concrete 
form in the shape of a Bill. And in those cases 
I say there iR not a sufficient length of time 
allowed for private members to discuss matterR 
of public importance. If we look at the business· 
paper at the present time we find that there are 
motions affecting cheap money for farmers, sub
mitted by a Government supporter; we find that 
there is another re,olution dealing with arbitra
tion and conciliation for industrial disputes, and 
establishing a wages hoard in connection with 
the Factories Act. All the"e measures are of 
just a;; much importance, in my opinion, and in 
many cases of more importance, than some of the 
measures that are submitted here-well, they are 
important to a larger number of people than 
the mea.mres which are submitted here by the 
Government; and that is the reason why l 'ay, 
when it is proposed to take in an extra sitting 
day, that there should be more time given to 
private m~mbers for the discus.,ion of their busi
ness. Now the Premier says he intends to sit 
later, and the hon. member for Herbert says 
we should sit until 1 o'clock. The Premier says 
that it affects his health to be r;itting so many 
days in the week. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. TU'RLJ!:Y: \Ve1l, I was just pointing out 

to the hon. gentleman that if it affects his health 
it affects mine also, and to that extent I am able 
to sympathise with the hon. gentleman ; but 
when business is being considered by the House, 
it has been pointed out, time after time, that 
we get through more business in reasonable 
sitting hours than we do by sitting all night, and 
in many c ... ses that has been exemplified, at any 
rate since I have been in the House. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: In many cases it has 
been disproved. 

Mr. TURLEY: I do not think it has been 
disproved at all, only when the end of the session 
has been come to. That has been the only time, 
when perhaps a week or so before the end of the 
session, business has been allowed to go which 
otherwise would h.cve entailed a considerable 
amount of discussion. But in this case, if the 
Government think it necessal'y to sit until 1 
o'clock, or 2 or 3 or 4 o'clock, let them do so, as 
long as they think it is necessary to get through 
with their business. In that case I take it that 
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this House is not going to offer any particular 
objection to what hours they sit. vVe are here 
to do the business of the community, snd if we 
have to give opposition to any particular business 
that is brought forward by the Governwent then 
we intend to offer that opposition. The Attorney
General has told us that years ago, when he was a 
member of this House, the Opposition thought 
that it had done its duty, if it had offere.d what 
it considered an effective protest. I would like 
to ask the hon. gentleman whether in the case 
that came before this House, when a million of 
money was asked for for" unspecified railway:,;," 
and where the Opposition sat here till 12 o'clock 
on Saturday night, and met again on :Monday
I would ask him whether he considered that was 
merely an effective protest? That was simply 
obstruction-deliberate obstruction offered to the 
proposals of the Government; and I make bold to 
say that at that time the Opposition represented 
75 per cent. of the people outside this Chamber. 
And in this case I contend the same thing-that 
the opposition that members on this side of the 
House offer to some of the prop sals of the 
Government command the respect, and I think 
the support, of at least 75 per cent. of the people 
outside this Chamber, whose opinions are 
against the Government taking ad vantage of the 
position that they occupy just for the time being, 
t-:> carry out measures which, in my opinion, they 
have never received the sanction of the country 
to introduce. 

Mr. GIYENS (Cairns): I do not intend to 
occupy the time of the House for more than five 
or ten minutes, but I have a word or two which 
I would like to put foN·ard for the consideration 
of members. Now, the Premier said he intro
duced this motion with the idea of getting on 
with the busin£'SS of the country. I think every 
member, no matter on which side he is, will 
sympathise with the object of getting on with 
the business of the country. Speaking for 
myself, not only am I prepared to sit four days 
in the week, but five or six if it is necessary; 
but I am not prepared to sit five, or even four, if 
my time is to be devoted to the discussion of the 
bu~iness of private .c.yndicates. Now, we have 
heard a good deal about the so-called waste of 
time by members on this side of the House. 
vVell, I for one refuse to believe that any time 
devoted to the discussion of important measures 
that affect not only the present generation, but 
future generations in Queensland, , is time 
wasted. I think it is time devoted to the very 
best of uses, and is likely to have beneficial 
results. It has become very fashionable for the 
hon. members opposite to twit the members of 
the Opposition with deliberately wMting the 
time of the House and of the country ; but, so 
far as I can gather-and I have looked up 
Hanscud for the purpose-the business of the 
country has been conducted more efficiently and 
expeditiously since the Labour party entered the 
House than it wns before ; and to prove my case 
let us take the debate on the Financial Statement. 
If hon. members look up Hansard for the six 
years prior to 1893-·that is, before the Labour 
party entered this House in any numbers-they 
will find that in 1887 the debate on the Finan
cial Statement took four days; in 1888, fiye 
<law; in 1889, two clays; in 1890, ten days; in 
1~})1, three day~; and in 1802, three clays-in 
all cases exclusive of the day on which the 
Statement was delivered. For those six years 
the Financial Statement debate took an average 
of four and a-half clays, whereas this year it 
occupied only two and a-half days. Yet hon. 
members on thfl other side have the unblushing 
effrontery to say that we are the party that 
is wasting time. I could quote innumerable 
instances from Hansard to prove that the same 
thing applies to the debate upon the Address in 

Reply, and to almost all the important debates 
that take place in this House. That all goes to 
prove that since the Labour party entered this 
House, and especially this session, public busi
ness has been more expeditiously carried on than 
it ever was before they entered it. 

Mr. KEOGH: There is not very much done up 
to the present time. 

Mr. GIVENS: I am not concerned now to 
reply to the interjection of the admirable member 
who so effectively represents the Rose wood 
electors. I have more important business in 
hand just now. The suggestions of the leader of 
the Opposition with regard to the conduct of the 
business d this House should receive the con
sideration of the Premier. No doubt the Premier 
will say, as he has said before, that he will con
duct the business of the House in whatever 
manner he chooses, and that is a right clue to his 
position. But every member ha& a right to an 
opinion, and a right to express it, and mine is 
that it is the duty of the Government to legislate 
upon those matters upon which there is a 
consensus of opinion in this House and in 
the country that legislation should be brought 
in. That is the practice of the House of Com
mons, and the practice followed by that grand 
old statesman \Villiam E. Gladstone, who, how
ever much he believed in a subject, never legis
lated upon it until there was a consensus of 
opinion that it should be legislated upon. Here, 
on the contrary, the Government are trying to 
force legislation upon the House though they 
know there is a very strong opposition to it, and 
though they must know in their own minds that 
the people of the country are strongly opposed 
to it. I have no objection to sit all night every 
day of the week if public business is dealt with. 
There are measures of local importance which 
the country is clamouring fur. Every local 
authority in the colony wants to see a Local 
Government Bill passed, but there is no pos
sible chance of such a Bill passing this 
session if the time of the House is to be 
wasted in considering concessions to pri vale 
syndicates. Three of our principal ports are 
calling for Harbour Board Bills, to enable them 
to carry on their business in a proper manner. 
There are several other Bills I could name on 
which there is a general consensus of opinion 
that it is in ~he interests of the country they 
should be dealt with. I say it is the duty of the 
Government to legislate in accordance with the 
general consensus of public opinion, and of the 
opinbn in this House, rather than to waste the 
time of the House in g-iving us legislation which 
is asked for only by private syndicates. I shall 
my no more, but I enter my protest against a 
further sitting day being granted if it is to be 
granted for the particular purpose of discussing 
private syndicate railways. 

:Mr. STEvVART (Rockhampton North): I am 
very glad the hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Government has awakened at last to the necessity 
of adding another to the present number of sitting 
days. One has only to reflect for a moment to 
discover that Parliament is an exceerlingly easy
going institution. Here we are, a certain number 
of hon. gentlemen chosen by the electors to do 
certain work for the country, for which we are 
paid .£300 per annum, and we are expected to 
devote the whole of our time to the business of 
the country. I know some hon. members opposite 
will cavil at this, but it is a het, or why should 
we be paid .£300 per annum. Why should the 
Premier and other Ministers of the Crown be 
paid .£1,000 per annum unless the country 
expected them to devote their entire time 
to its business? But do they? So far as 
ordinary members of the House are con
cerned how do we act ? We come here 
in July, and we have January, February, March, 
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April, May, June, and until the middle of July 
to kick our heels anywhere we like and rlo any
thing we choose, and six months of the year are 
wasted doing nothing. \Ye are always ready, 
upon any occasion, to come here when asked. 
The l'rcmier and those asoociated with him are 
to blame for the fact that ParliamenL sits only 
between five and six months in the year. Not 
only do I complain upon this score, but when 
we do meet how do we act? \Ve work about 
eighteen hours per week. \Ve meet on Tues
day afternoon at half- past 3, and generally 
adjourn at half-past 10, and we have an hour 
for tea. That is six hours per sitting, and with 
three sittingB per week we work eighteen honrs 
per week. I ask hon. gen+Jemen whether that is 
giving the country value for it.s money? I do 
not think it is. \Ye should do as other working 
people do. \Ve should put in at least forty-eight 
hours per week, and work for abcmt forty-eight 
weeks in the year. If we did that we would be 
giving the coun1 ry value for its money, and the 
business would go on swim1ningly and evPr:v~ 
thing would be much better arranged than it is 
at the present moment. I invite the hon. gentle
man at the head of the Government, who 
grumbles at what he calls waste of time, to 
adopt this •cheme for carrying on business. I 
am perfectly aware that my su"gestion is not 
likely to be adopted by hnn. gentlemen opposite. 
A considerable number of them have other busi
ness to attend to. Thev devote a considerable 
portion of the day to their own affairs, and in 
the evening they bring the fag end of their intel
lect and their time to the consideration of the 
business of the country. I do nnt believe 
in that. \Vhen a man enters the public ser
vice he should devote the best of his time 
and energy to that service. There is no 
serv!ce I know of which more requires the be;;t 
that every man can give it. I ask the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the Government seri
ously to consider the sugge."tion I ha;-e put 
forward, and if he do•es so he will ha,-e very little 
cause to cc> m plain of any waste of time. The 
leader of tbe Opposition has completely de
molished the assertion of the Premier that 
members on this side have deliberately wasted 
time during this >'"ssicm. '!.'hat hon. gentleman 
sho.ved that during this session there has been 
considera'>ly less debate on many matters than 
there has beAn during n,ny previouR 8,e::;sion. 
Some hon. gentlemen opposite have propounded 
the curious ide~ that if hon. members on this 
side do not care for the proposals of the Govern
ment what they ought t" do b merely to lodge a 
protest "' a sort of salve to their consciences, 
and having done ''' they should permit the 
Government to pass any legislation they desire. 
\Vel!, I regret very much that l cannot agree 

with the hon. gentleman who made 
[ii p.m.] that suggestion. I do not think 

that that is in accOl'd with our ideas 
of parliamentary government at all. \Vhy are we 
offering Rt:ich vig-orous oppositinn to theRe syn.di
cate railway linea? I suppose it would be out of 
order now to call them" private rail ways "-there
fore, I will call them syndicate railway lines. 
\Vby are we doing this? Simply bec:1usc we 
believe that the country is not in favour of them ; 
that if this matter was referred to the whole 
community, there would be a brge adverse vote. 
And we do it also because we know that the 
country has never given to this or to any Govern
ment a mandate to reverse the accepted policy of 
the Government with regard to railway con
struction. That is the position that we take up 
with regard to these Bills. They are all Bills of 
a very contentious character. Besides, there 
is no reason why we should ru,;h these Bills 
on to the disadvantage of other measures. 
Here we have federation shortly to be accvrn-
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plished, and there will be federal elections
elections for members for the House of Repre
sentatives and for the Senate; hut we don't 
know what the constituencies for the House of 
Representatives or for the Senate are to be. In 
this matter we are placed under a very severe 
handicap by the Government. \Yhy, in this 
respect, are we not placed in the same position 
as people in the other colonies? They are there 
making all the necessary preparations. Here 
we do not know what the electorates will be; in 
fact we do not know anything at all about the 
matter. IV e are being kept in ignorance by the 
Government, if it knows; perhaps it does not 
know. If it does it ought to make up its mind 
on the earliest possible opportunity. This is a 
matter which concerns every man and woman in 
the colony, but these private lines only con
cern the people in the immediate vicinity 
of where these lines are to be constructed; so 
that we have the Government in this position: 
that they are putting localities, as far as legis
lation is concerned, in a position superior to the 
entire colony. There is another matter that has 
been demanded hy many constituencies, and 
that is a reform of the electoral laws. The hon, 
gentleman has placed this Bill on the business 
paper, but it has been religiously kept in the 
background. In this connection, I believe we 
shall have the experience of last session repe:>~ted 
thi8 session-that there will be no Electoral 
Heform Bill passPd at the end of this session. 

Mr. KEOGH : I believe that will be the fault of 
certttin members on this side of the House. 

JVIr. STEW ART: I dun't think the opinion 
of the hon. member is of much value. 

Mr. KEOGH: Y on test it. 
Mr. STE\Y AHT : Tha hon. member came 

into this House returned to support a certain 
p:u-t.y and a certain policy, and when he 
renounced them I think he should have gone to 
his constituents. 

Mr. STEPHENSO:'i: That applies to hon. mem
bers of your party as well. 

Mr. STEW AHT: No. It does not apply to 
the member who is speaking. 

.1\Ir. STEPHENSON: Yes, it does. He does not 
reprr-,en t his constituentR. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I call the attention 
of the hon. member to the question before the 
House. 

Mr. STEW ART: I have very much pleasure 
in supporting the motion made by the hon. 
ger,tleman at the head of the Government, but I 
only regret that he has not made the sittmg days 
five instead of four. Some hon. members have 
referred to the Health Bill, in which there were 
170 clauses, having passed its second reading in 
one sitting, but I say that during the time that 
that Health Bill was going through, it did not 
get one tithe of the discussion that it was entitled 
to. So that probably in the near future we will 
haYe an amending Bill brought in. That is 
another eff et of this haphazard legislation. 
Amending Bills have to be brought forward 
year :tfter year; there is no finality ; nobody 
knows what the law is except lawyers, 
and I question very much whether they can tell 
what the law is at any particular .time on any 
given subject. The hon. member for Herbert 
seemed to be very annoyed at the amount of 
discus"ion hoo. members on this side gave to 
certain measures. The hon. member ought to 
know that discussion is the furnace in which we 
are compelled to place the crude legislative 
proposals of the Government so that they may be 
refined. Y on may as well try to pass copper ore 
off as pure copper, without refining it, as to try 
and pass the crude or ill-digested legislation 
brought forward by the Government. The hon. 
gentleman says, "Let us do business." But I 
say that we are sent here to discuss all measures 
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brought forward by the Government or bv private 
members. We have to weigh all mea,;ures and 
place them in the furnace of discussion in 
order to refine them, and it is not possible 
to do that unless there is adequate discussion. 
Instead of opposing criticism, I think hon. 
gentlemen opposite-who, I suppose, ara as 
anxious to serve the community as hon. members 
on this side-should welcome discussion. In
stead of that they expect us to swallow every
thing they bring in. After a protest is made, 
then all objections shou!C: be allowed to lapse. I 
cannot subscribe to that doctrine, because it is a 
doctrine subversive of government by Parlia
ment, and I trust no Opposition will ever 
permit itself to get into a drivelling, inane 
condition of that kind. In looking over the 
parliamentary records of Queensland, I find 
that there has been a good deal of talk on 
various matters, and hon. m ern hers on the 
other side have done a great den] of this talking. 
Why, the junior member for i\bckay was simply 
irrepressible when he was sitting in opposition. 

Mr. BROWNE: Isn't be that now? 
Mr. STEW ART: \V ell he is that now, but he 

was much more so when he was in opposition. 
He talked, and talked, and talked, until I 
believe his talking was accountable for the very 
high mortality in th1s Home at one particular 
period. It is the business of an Opposition to 
discuss measures, and I think the hon. gentle
man at the head of the Government, instead of 
grumbling at the Opposition, should lengthen 
the hours of labour, and go in for eight hours a 
day, six days a week, and let us give tlw country 
some value for its money. 

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): I intend to support 
the proposal of the Premier, and I also desire to 
express my regret that the hon. gentleman saw 
fit, when moving the resolution, to charge the 
Opposition with wa,ting time. 

The PREMIER: I did not. You were not here, 
anrl never heard what I said. 

Mr. LJ<~SINA: I heard the speech of the 
leader of the Opposition in reply, and I have 
made inquiries since, and I understand that the 
hon. gentleman asked the leader of the Opposi
tion to exercise his control over m em her< on this 
side, and assist in o:urying the legislation which 
now takes precedence on the business-pap€1'. 
The charge of wasting time is frequently hurled 
across the floor of the Chamber at hon. members 
on this side, and that chaq:;e occupies a great deal 
of space in the papers supporting the Government 
-an inspired charge, I may call it. Xow, mem
bers on this side are not going to sit here and per
mit those charges to be made ngainst them. \Ve 
are merely carrying out pledges which we gave 
to our constituents in opposing legislation to 
which they object, and regarding which they 
have never been consulted by members of the 
Government. If time has been wasted this after
noon-and I have no doubt it has been-the 
Premier himself is to blame for it. He has no 
right to say that we are wasting time. If we 
waste time, and are guilty of any infraction of 
the Standing Orders, I have no doubt you, Mr. 
Spenker, will pull us up; but when we hear this 
charge hurled. across the Oh am her, and repeated, 
parrotlike, by hon. members who believe it-or 
have schooled themselves to believe it-it is irrita
ting. I find that an additional sitting day is 
necessary to discuss the business which is now on 
the paper. The first five measures that meet the 
eye are syndicate railway proposals-not pro
posals that are going to benefit the countrv, but 
proposals to benefit certain section.; ,,£ the 
public. We want legislation of a public 
character. We want legislation dealing with 
federation, we want legislation dealing with 
electoral reform, we want a U ni versitr Bill, and 
a score of other measures w hi eh the public are 

crying out for. But, no-· we are to get an adtli
tional sitting day to discuss the Mount Garnet 
Freehold Mining Cvmpany's Tramway Bill; the 
Port Norrnan, Norruanton, and Olone;urry llail
way Bill ; the Glassford Creek Tramway Bill; 
the Albert River, Bur keto" n, and Lilydale 
'rramway Bill; and the Callicle Railway Bill. 
Then we are to diwuss certain commercial legis
lation, such as an amendment of the insolvency 
law, an amendment of the Bills of Sales Act, a 
Harbour Boards Biil, and· legislation of that 
character. Commerce, the pastoral industry, 
and the mining industry, as affected by the con
struction of these syndicate railways--an the··e 
things are to be legblated up<•n, but mattus of 
public concern there is no time to legislate upun. 
J'\ow I maintain that we are perfectly jmtifh.d in 
taking up th" attitude we have done.,, far, and, 
so far as I am personally concerned, thi·' addi
tional sitting day will be utilisEd by me in pre
cisely the same mannPr as I have uLilioed every 
opportunity I have had in this House of discussing
these measures. I have gi \en a pledge to my con
stituents that I shall oppose syn<iicate legislatiuu, 
and I shall offer opposition to such legiolntion 
at every stage of its progress through this Ho, se. 
In carrying out that pledge, 1 shall take 
advantage of every form of tlle House, and of 
the additional sitting day; and, if another 
sitting day is gr~ntecl, I wiil take adYantage of 
it to still further oppoc~e the passage of thio 
legislation. In saying that, I am not blind to 
the fact that the newspaper Press on the side of 
the Governn1ent is persit5t• ntly denouncing, in 
inspired articles, members on thi, side for the 
prolong,_d discussion on the~e rnea~mrt s. Taking 
the Press right through Queensland, their articles 
have been tuned tu the same key. I am not 
blind to the fact that the Press is against us ; but 
that ought not to idluence us, ".nd l hope it will 
not influence us. \V hat ought t•l influence us at 
all times is a desire ·j o pass laws which will 
bencti t the people as a whole. I shall usa {hi,, 
additional sitting day, 9S I have used ewry 
opportunity in the past, in persistently prevent
ing this Government arrogating to itself the 
right to exclude all public business of a t"e"ing 
nature, and compelling the Hou'e to waste its 
ti1ne in discussing tiyndicR.te concessions such a~ 
are comprised in the five n1ca ... mres which sta11d 
at the head of the businees paper to-day. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYii1PLE (Jiackay): Mr. 
Speaker--

Mr. HIGGS : Stonewalling again. 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I call your 

attention, Mr. Speaker, to tktt remark of the hon. 
member for Olermont, which is quite consistent 
with his character. He is quite willing to talk 
by the hour himself, but he declines to permit 
any hon. member on this side of the House to 
speak for two minutes. 

Mr. DAWSON: The hun. n1ember for Olermont 
never said a word. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: Whether hon. 
mmnbers on this si do have chargeO. hon. n1e111t)ers 
opposite with wasting time I am not prepared to 
say, but what is certain is that the metropolitan 
Press has charged those hon. members with 
wasting time on a great many occasions, and 
when we know what has taken placet his afternoon, 
itisimpossibleto doubt that there has been agrC>at 
deal of time taken up in this discusiliun, which is 
absolutely unnece-sary unless there be a deliberate 
attempt to waste time, and to block public 
busineFs. There is no other possible explanation. 
The Premier brought this motion in with the 
sanction of the leader of the Ol'position, and, as 
they were both agreed, wbat earthly necessity 
was there for any discussion, except that hon. 
members opposite intend to use the forms of the 
House, as the hon. member for Olermont saye, 
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to prevent certain railway proposals from being 
dealt with by this House. As long as this dis
cussion goes on, hon. members are preventing 
what they call private Bills, but which it has 
been decided are a portion of the public busine.~s, 
from cnming on, and they are also preventing all 
the pulllio bu<iness coming on which is to follow 
this first public business. 

i'dr. DUXSFORD : Does that apply to your 
sp3ech? 

Hox. D. H. D:\LRYMPLE: I am only 
exposing this preposterous profession-because 
it is not sincere. Hon. rnembers oppo~d~e 
are using the forms of the House at the present 
moment in order to prevent certain busin~'·S being 
di,cussed. 

Mr. DAWSON: \Vel!, what· are you rloing? 
Hox. D. H, DALRYMPLE: I regret to say 

I am compelled to pull the masks from the faces 
of hon. members opp<lsite. I should like anyone 
to explain on what grounds this discu.~sion has 
taken place, except it be to take up time, and 
prevent the discussion of other matters. There
fore, whatever complaint is made about the 
Government not proceeding with public business, 
it is those wh'l are respomible for this discussion 
who are delaying public business. \Ve have 
been told that all constitutional means are to be 
used to prevent certain measures pa;sing, and 
these are s.>me of the constitntion~tl means which 
hon. members on the ocher side intend to use. 
They are simply using the constitutional means 
in any direction in which th8 public will not 
discover their intentions. Tbe discu>;ion is 
unnecessary, becctnse the Premier and the leader 
of the Opposition are both agreed; :;md it is 
merely another W«Y of putting off the discussion 
of wh«t is called public business. \Vhat the hon. 
mPrnher.s opposite desit·e is I his: According to 
the. statement of the leader of the Opposition, he 
is quite wi!ling not to use constitutional means 
of oh6tructwn as long as all the measures brought 
forward hera are approved of by him. \Vhat a 
pr p~"Jstrrou; statement to rnake ! 

Mr. BaoWNE: H is-for you to make. 
Hox. D. H. DALRYJ\IPLE : If the hon. 

member did not make it, the hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley did-the hou. member who 
occupies the poeitiou of being ex-editor of the 
Worker, which moved all those hon. members at 
one time. 

Mr. HIGGS : I nover attempted to move them. 
Hox. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I am not 

Pp9aking to wa,te time at all; I am speaking to 
show--

ilfr. DAW00N: That you know nothing about 
it. . 

Ho:<r. D. H. DALRYilfPLE : To show the 
insincerity of hon. members opposite. Nothing 
can be more clear than that the rliscussion has 
been a perfect waste of time, caused by the hon. 
member for Fortitude VH,Jiey, who, after the 
Premier and the leader of the Opposition had 
spoken, and both ~ere ag_reed, too!< occasion. to 
throw some exceedmgly vwlent eprthets-wh1ch 
were probably very much in place in the Worker 
-broadnst on the floor of this House. 

ilfr. DA\VSO~ (Chartas Towers): I must 
conf(ratulate the hon. member for Mackay O!J 
the brevity of his speec~, bu~ I c~nnot comph
ment him on its wit. 'l'he hou. member stated 
tint the discussion was simply raised because we 
had a desire on this side to waste time. 

Hon. D. H. DALRY1!PI,E : To block the intro
duction of certain Bills. 

Mr. DA WSO~: I may say that I give that 
a most emphatic denial. 

Hon. D. H. DAI.RY11PLE: \\'hen both sides are 
agreed, where is the necessity for discussing the 
matter? 

Mr. DA WSON : I deny most emphatically the 
statement made by the hon. member for Mackay 
when he said-and I believe the opinion is held 
by other hon. members on that side-that this 
discussion has been brou~~;ht about simply through 
a desire to block public business-as a matter of 
pure cussedness. The pure English of the 
matter is entirely against the Standing Orders, 
consequently I will not make the statement. 
The hon. member stated that the leaders on both 
sides had aooreed--

Hon. D."' H. DALRYMPLE: That the Friday 
sitting was nece"'ary. 

Mr. DA WSON: Quite so. The statement 
made by the hon. member in that re,t<pect is 
perfectly true. But is it to be laid down in this 
House that because the leaders on both sides may 
agree on a particular course of action other mem
bers are not permitted to discuss it? 

Hon. D. H. DALRD!PLE: There is no principle 
involved in the matter. 

Mr, DA WSON : There is a certain principle 
in vol vArl in the matter. As a usual thing, when 
the Pr,~emier moves a motion and the leader of 
the Opposition agrees with that motion, it is 
moved without discussion, and the Premier in 
moving it makes no charges against members on 
the other side of the House. The Premier this 
afternoon is absolutely responsible for the dis
cus·,ion, because, in moving the motion he took 
the opportunity to make certain charges against 
members sitting on this side of the House of 
wasting time. This talk-I might call it this 
asinine talk-about wasting time, is repeated in 
parrot fa;hion in the metropolitan Press, which 
is no doubt inspired by some of our enthusiastic 
and intere,ted politicians. \Vhen the Premier 
make' charges of that kind, I think it is the 
bound en duty of the leader of the Opposition to 
replv to every charge that is made, and it is the 
duty of every member en this side to back up 
his leader. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
Mr. DA WSON: If there has been any dis

cussion it is the Premier's fault, and it will teach 
him a u,eful les~on-which the Chief Secretary 
already knows-that when he wants to get a 
motion passed he will have the ordinary common
sense and discretion not to make charges against 
members on this side that will not bear criticism. 
Of course, as the hon. member for Mackay 
pointed out, the metropolitan papers have 
accused members on this side of wasting time. 
If the hon. member had been in his place when 
the leader of the Opposition was speaking he 
would have heard a complete refutation of that 
ridiculous charge, and would not have been 
ridiculous enough himself to repeat it. I am 
inclined to think that the charges of wasting 
time made by the metropolitan Press are inspired 
by interested parties. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DA WSON: I think I can say that not 

only this session, but ever since I have been a 
member of this House, I have never been a 
party to set myself deliberately to the blocking 
of public business, or have in a!ly way w3;sted 
time. Let the opponent be as bttter as he hkes, 
he cannot with a conscience-of course very few 
opponents have got a conscience- honestly 
accuse me of doing anything of that description. 
While hon. members on this side have agreed to 
the attitude taken up by the leader of the Oppo
sition that it is advis>1ble to sit on Friday ±or the 
transaction of public business-while I agree 
with the general proposition that we should sit 
four days a week to get through public business, 
I am extremely doubtful now if it is a wise 
course for us to agree to the extra sitting day 
unless we have a definite statement from the 
Premier guaranteeing that we arcl going 
to go on with public business. I have no 
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objection to sitting from Monday till flaturday 
if the public business is to be discussed in this 
House fairly and liberally as laid down by His 
Excellency in the speech he delivered at the 
opening of the session; but if the extra sitting 
day is only a spe oious devke to carry out certain 
schemes which we conscientiously believe to be 
against the be~t interests of the country, then I 
have very grave doubts about the wisdom of the 
leader on this side accepting the motion as pro
posed by the Premier. If the extra sitting day 
only means giving an extra tlay to cnrry out the 
intentions of the Government to enable a certain 
number of syndicates to construct cur railways, 
then I certainly am against it. I think it is a 
very great pity that in discussing motions we 

have not, as we have in the case of 
[5'30 p.m.] Bills, definitions of terms. I know 

that the junior member for Mackay 
is very fond of definitions, and it strikes me as 
rather peculiar that he has never a.,ked for a 
definition of "public business." What is "pub· 
lie business"? 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : It is defined. 
Mr. DA WSON : The hon. gentleman may 

have defined it at some time or other, but I have 
not had the extreme happiness of listening to 
him defining it, or of reading his definition. I 
certainly think we should have a definition of 
what public business means. As far as I can 
understand matters, what we are engaged on at 
the present time, what we have been engaged on 
ever since we met, and what it is the intention 
of the Government we shall be engaged on ,,n 
the extra sitting day that is asked for, is the 
business of enabling private persons to exercise 
public powers. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPI"E: You are a private 
person exercising public powers. 

Mr. DA WSON: I beg the hon. gentleman's 
pardon; we are not private persons exercising 
public powers; we are public persons representing 
the public. However, as it appeetrs to be the 
general opinion of members on this side of the 
House that the Premier's motion should be 
accepted, I shall not offer any further opposition 
to it, but I certainly felt it my duty at this stage 
of the proceedings to raise my voice in protest, 
and to point out that this extra sitting day only 
means giving the Premier another day to carry 
out certain schemes which have been entered 
into by private individuals. 

Mr. DUNSFORD (Charters Towen): I am 
one of those members who, this session at any 
rate, have had very little to say ; but I cannot 
sit here quietly and listen to charges and 
insinuations being repeatedly made against us 
by members on the other side, especially those 
members on the other side who are themselves 
continually talking. This afternoon we have 
had five or six speeches from members on the 
other side-one Minister spoke no less than three 
times-and we have had five or six speeches 
from members on this side on a subject in 
regard to which we are told there should be 
no dispute at all, because we are all agreed 
that there should be au additional sitting day. 
Members on the Government side occupied 
their time chiefly with making che .. rgcs or insinua
tions against members on this side of wasting 
the time of the House. 'When a member on 
the other side-especially a member who is a 
Minister of the Crown, who is repeo,tedly making 
speeches in this House, delivering more speeches 
here probably than any member on this side 
-accuses us of wasting time, is not a member 
like myself justif:ed in charging that hon. 
member with deliberately wasting the time of 
the House and of the country? When we 
find Government supporters who are supposed 
to be under the control of the Government 
getting up times out of number, and talk-

ing when they have no need to talk on the 
subject before the House, or rather not talking 
on the subject matter before the Honse, but, as 
a rule, making chaqes egainst members on this 
side, then I think we are justified in charging 
them with wilfully wasting the time of the 
House. And in future I shall not remain silent 
in my seat while such charges are made. 
Although it is not a good thing to retaliate
although it is not a good state of things for 
the country for members on.either side to be 
throwing stone' at each other-~till I say if 
there is any justificatiun for that sort of thing 
it has been given by hon. members opvosite, 
who are constantly hurling those charges at 
members on thi; side. ·while I admit tbat 
it is a wise thing to have more sitting days, 
still I hope that that additional time will not 
be used wholly and solely for the purpose of 
passing unnecessary private Bills, and leaving 
in abeyance necessary and important public 
measures. \Ve are on the eve of federation, 
and it is necE,s-;ary that federation legislation 
should he passed this ses~ion. There ard qnite a 
number of important public Bills on the paper 
that may not be dealt with this se"sion. 

The SECRETAitY FOR RAILWAYS: They ::tre all 
public Bills. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: They are not all public 
Bills. They may be in name; but we will not 
haggle over terms. In the programme of the 
Government there is necessary legislation and 
unnecessary legisla~ion. The unimportant and 
unnecessary legislation is put in the forefront, 
and I suppose there will be a s'an:;hter of the 
important and the necess~ry 1.-gislation at the 
end of the session. I should like to know, also, 
if we are to understand that the great pnhlic 
works policy of the Government has dis
appeared. 

The PREiiiiER: You are keeping it ba~k. 
Mr. DUNSFORD: Certainly the public works 

policy of the Government, which was made "' 
much of at the last general election, ought to find 
a place in their programme; but, instead d that, 
we have these private railway Bills ]Jut in the 
forefront. I have nothing more to say on this 
qeustion. I do not desire to speak very frcqnently 
this session, but if hon. members opposite will 
persist in reiJeating tbrse charges against lnern· 
bers on this side, I say it is our duty to· gRt np 
and reply to those charges. 

question-Appointing Friday an additional 
sitting day-put and passed. 

TOTALISATOR BILL. 
J!'IRST READING. 

Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay) presented thiil 
Bill, which was read a firHt time; and the second 
reading was made an Order of the D~ty for 
J!'riday, the 28th of Scl't~mher. 

MOUN'r GARNET l<'HEEHOLD MINING 
COMPANY'S TRAMWAY BILL. 

SECOND RF~DING. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS {Hon. 
J. Murray, Nm·manuy) "''id : This Bill is to 
authorise the ~iount Gamet Ereehold Copper 
and Silver .!\lining Company, Limited, to con
struct and maintain a line of tramway from 
Halpin's Creek to iYiount Garnet, connected with 
the Mareeba to Chillagoe Railway, and for other 
purposes subsidiary thereto. I may say that 
the owners of this copper llline at Mount 
Garnet hal'e experienced great difficulty in 
the past in carrying on the industry, the 
principal difficulty being that of access to th8 
mine. They have approached the Government 
first, and now the Parliament-to get authority 
to lay down a line of tram way to connect 
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With the Chillagoe line. Thi" they have found to 
be absolutely necessary in order to carry on 
the important industry in which they are en
gaged. They are asking for no concessions 
whatever, but for the right to lay down the tr:<rn
line. They do not ask the public to contribute 
one shilling towards the expense of laying down 
this line of railway. They, on the uthet· hand, 
are bonnr1 down hy the Government to provide 
facilities for public traffic to enable the public to 
utilise this tmmw;;y under must reasonable 
terms, and under the superintendence of the 
Railway Commi,sioner. The Cummissioner, uf 
course, will have the same pnwer over thb 
syndicate or company as he has over the 
other companie0 whose Bills have been sub
mitted to this House-namely, that the line is to 
be constructed in accordance with the re'lnire
men ts of the Commissioner, and be pa,sed by the 
Chief :BJngineer, so that the public are safe
guarded in that resrect ; and they are bound to 
carry for the public under conclitions which have 
already been submitted to the House and dis
cusoed by the House, so that I think all the 
circumstances will go to prove that they are 
reasonab'e and fair terms. Now, I understand 
that the difficulties they have experienced in the 
past in carrying on the industry has been so 
gre>1t that unless these facilities are afforded 
they will probably be compelled to shut down 
the mine. 

Mr. REin: You said that about the others. 
TheSECRETARYJ<'ORRAILWAYS: I say 

that about this, and I say that about all the 
others. That is the position. \Ve have many 
instances whe1 e it is practically impossible 
for a company to earry on the mining indus
try of particular districts unless they are 
afforded the facilities which we pr,>vide in 
this Bill-that is, simply to make a roadway 
to the ne~.rest point of the r~ilway line. That 
roadway'" to be a tramway. Now, I think it 
must be ap[larent to every hon. member in this 
Hon~e, that it is most important that every 
facihty should be given to those engaged in 
prosecuting the primary industries of the coun
try. I see no great difference at all in the 
proposition for the construction of a tramline to 
give facilities to the miners congregated about 
11ount Garnet, than I eee between that and the 
Government constructing lines to give facilities 
for the squatting syndicates, as they are often 
termed in this House. Here the country has 
already spent twenty millions of money in pro
vi~ing fa_cilit.ies .to enable those engaged in the 
prttnary mdustries to carry them on with some 
degree of profit and success. I think it will go 
without saying that unless the country had pro
vided railway facilities, probably the leading 
industry of this colony-that is, the pastoral 
industry-would not be in the same flourishing 
condition that it is to-day, and a large portion of 
the land now occupied would not be occupied. 

Mr. RJ;JID : h it flourishing now • 
The SECRJ<;TARY J<'OR RAILWAYS: 

U nfortmmtely it is not at the present time, but 
we hope that before very long these tronbles will 
pass away, aml we shall ho,ve a time of pros
perity agaiu. Kow I see ll<> difference in the 
situation ill a.ny H''Jpect \vhatever. Tile only 
differeuce i» thi.;, that in the pt<:knt instaucc 
bEfore the Hou,,e, tb" country i,; not called upon 
to spend one :-;hiiling- in the con~truction of this 
line, ltor will the taxpayers of the country be liable 
to be taxed at all in this r''9[Jeet. I tuit aHSured 
that hon. r;tetnber." who h_ave the mining interest' 
at heart wrll arlnnt that rf the Gmrernment have 
any duty more than another impoRed upon them, 
it is to encourage the mini1g industry of 
this cmm!;ry. It is one of their duties, which 
to my mmd stands out most prominently, that 
they should provide these people with facilities 

to carry on this industry, an industry that is the 
second we have in the colony-next to the pastoral 
industry in importance; and how any hon. mem
bers representing mining constituencies can for 
one moment oppose a proposal of this sort is 
more than I can understand. It is a most diffi" 
cult thing for me to understand, because I take 
up the position that it is the very first duty of the 
Government to provide all the necessary facili
ties to those engaged in the primary industries of 
the country to carry them on, because the publio 
interests generally~the whole of the public 
interests, the mercantile interests, and every 
other interest in the country--depend entirely 
upon the successful prosecution of our primary 
industries ; and this, to my mind, is one of the 
most important industries that we have in the 
colony. I believe that the mining industry will be 
the first industry in this colony before many years 
have passed over if the necessary facilities are 
afforded to those engaged in it to carry it on. 
Now the nature of this industry is this : Copper 
mining--and I may say all descriptions of mining 
in Queensland are of such a nature that they 
cannot be canied on successfully by individual 
enterprise or by individual effort. People must 
combine; they must have money; they mmt have 
capital to carry on such industries as the one now 
before the House-the Mount Garnet Copper 
Mining Company. There is no difference, to my 
mind, in a company that is asking for the 
facility to lay down a tramline to connect with 
the rail way line, than there is between the 
Brilliant and St. George at Charters Towers 
asking for a tramway to carry their ore. 
It is the very same with the coalmines. The 
position is exactly the same, and I fail to under
stand why hon. members oppose a proposal of 
this kind by which so many miners would be 
employed at remunerative wages, and where ths 
whole of the expenditure involved in the con
struction of the line will be spent entirely in 
wages. The distance is only twenty-eight miles, 
and this company ask for no concession whatever. 
They simply ask for the right to make the road
way. 

Mr. GrvENS: Did this company ask for this 
Bill? 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
They did ask for this Bill, and all they ask in it 
is the right to make a roadway at their own 
expense. The road ways made by the country, 
as has already been pointed out, have been made 
at enormous expense to the taxpayers, and they 
are still called upon from time to time to make 
good certain losses that accrue from the working 
of those roadways. There is nothing of that 
description about this proposal, because the tax
payers will not be called upon to pay ls. 
towards the expense of the construction or of 
the maintenance of this line, and, moreover, the 
industry it is intended to ~ssist C!lnnot be carried 
on without such a connectiOn as 1s here proposed. 
I now leave it with hon. members, and especially 
with those who represent mining constitu
encies--

Mr. RYLAlm: Will yon be satisfied with their 
decision? 

'fhe SIWRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
leave it especially wit,h hon. members who repre
sent mining constituencies to help and assist the 
Government in passing this business. 

Mr. McDoNALil : Terrible ! 
The SECRETARY FOR RAII;WAYS: I 

honestly do so, because I am satisfied that the 
Government are more than justified, in the public 
interest, in bringing forward such a propo~al as 
this. It has been said that it is to explmt the 
country and facilitate the operations of the 
mining speculator, and so on. 

MEMBEHS of the Labour party : Hear, hear ! 
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The SECRETARY :B'OR RAILWAYS: I 
point out that the mining industry of this 
colony will never be developed under any other 
system than such a system as is proposed in this 
Bill. I think hon. members will admit that. 

MEMBERS of the Labour party: No, no! 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 

think the members of this House must admit 
that the mining industries of the colony cannot 
be carried on by individual efforts. People 
must combine and put money into the industry 
to develop it, but as soon as they do they are 
designated syndicators and exploiters, as if they 
bad no other object than to rob the country. 
These are the terms hurled at them, but I 
suppose that the public generally can judge for 
themselves. 

Mr. BowliiAN: They ought to be able to judge 
after Saturday's Telegraph. 

The SECRETARY :FOR RAILWAYS: The 
hon. member for South Brisbane, speaking this 
afternoon, said he was convinced that 75 per 
cent. of the electors of this colony were opposed 
to these proposals. I reverse that situation com· 
pletP]y, for I am convinced that 80 per cent. of 
the people of this colony approve of these 
measures. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. McDONNELL : 'Why don't you te~t it? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : As 

a general rule, any measure submitted to this 
House which arouses any degree of public con
troversy is met in the country by public 
meetings held in opposition to what it propose,,; 
but we have no evidence of public meetings 
held to oppose these m~amres. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : Charters Towers. 
The SECRETARY :FOR RAILWAYS: I 

was going to add, except at Charters Towers-
Mr. MAXWELL: And Croydon. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

Except at Charters Towers, where three attempts 
were made to get up a public meeting in oppo· 
sition to these Bills, and each attempt failed 
ignominiously. Every effort was made to get 
up an opposition meeting there, and it failed 
utterly. 

Mr. REID : \Vho told you that? 
TheSECRETARYFORRAILWAYS: The 

hon. member has had that information nearly 
every day in the paper sent down from Charters 
Towers. 

Mr. REm: You saw it in the Courier but 
nobody believes that. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
am fully convinced that these measures are 
approved by the public, and that the Govern
ment would be lacking in their duty if they did 
not assist them, seeing that the industry i8 
languishing in the way it is, and that these 
enormous mineral resourcP' will never be 
developed without some such means. 

Mr. BROWNE : They will never be developed 
with them. 

The SECRETARY :B'OR HAlLWAYS: 
People are willing to put their money into this 
scheme. 

Mr. McDoNALD: You have told us that five 
or six times. 

The SECRETARY JWR RATLWAYN: A 
good wholesome truth is none the worse for beint: 
told several times. I know when the bun. 
(ientleman thinks he has a good thing he repeats 
1t a dozen times. Since this session began he 
has repeated his same old story of opposition, 
not once but twenty times. He repeats it 
incessantly. I do not think it necessary for me 
to say much more upon this Bill. The provi
sions are exactly similar to the prm isions of the 
Bills which have preceded it, with the exception 
t~at this company a,sk for no conce~sion what-

ever. The other compr,nies asked for certain 
concessions in connection with the turns of their 
leases, but this company ask for no concession 
whatever. 

Mr. HEm : They must be very foolish not to 
ask for a concession. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
They ask simply for the right to make this road
way to their mine, and I think hon. members 
opposite would be very foolish if they rejected 
such an offer. ThaL is where the folly would 
come in-that is, if they have a IJonafide interest 
in the working lJJan at all. The working men 
cannot be employed in these industries without 
these combinations of capital. 

Mr. GIVENS : ThEre were men before there was 
capital. 

The SECHETAHY ]'OR RAILWAYS: It 
requires capital to pay for labour, <1nd what we 
call a company m· a syndicate is only the combi· 
nation of a few men who have a certain amount 
of money which they are prepared, in this case, 
to invest for the development of the mineral 
resources of ]\Jaunt Garnet. In order to carry 
out that work, they ask the House to give them 
the right to construct this road way without 
involving th,, revenue of the country in ls. of 
expense in any shape 0r form. This cry of 
exploiting the country, I think, is pretty well 
worn out. 

Mr. REm: No fe.u·! 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYt-1: I 

see no exploitation in this business at all. 
Mr. GIYENS: Thh1 is the worst of the Jot of 

them. 
The SECRETAHY ]'OR RAILWAYS: It 

is an inevitable step on the part c•f the company 
to make this application, or to allow their enter
prise to languish and die. I think hon. members 
of this House will agree with me that it is a wise 
thing for the Government to support the applica
tion of this company in order that their enter· 
prise may be carded, I hope, to their own bene
fit, and, I am sure, to the benefit and good of 
the country. I am convinced tha.t the construe· 
tion of this railway, so far as the country is con· 
cerned, can have only one result-that it will be 
for the general good of the country, and of the 
working men in narticular. 

Mr. REm: For the advantage of those who 
carry it on. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAII,WAYS: 
\V ell, that is questionable. In my time I knew 

a company-the Peak Downs Copper 
[7 p.m.] Mining Company-which was sup-

po;ed to be_, and at that time 
actually was-one of the most fburishing com
panies in Qneensland, supportini:; a population 
of -!,000 to 5,000 men, and everything seemed to be 
highly satisfactory and prosperous. It was looked 
upon as a permanently established ir:dustry, but 
only a few years passed and matters turned out 
quite differently, anJ to.day this mine is corn· 
pletely deserted. So it must be evident to hon. 
members that a body of men who invest their 
capital in enterprises of this kind run great risk. 
One thing is evident as far as the working men 
are concerned-and their name is legion-and 
that is that their pay will be secured. The 
whole of the money invested in the construe· 
tiorJ of these linf 0 and in the devoloprnent of 
these mines will be speut in labour. Labour 
will gain everything, anct will run no riok what
ever. I trust hon. members \\ill see the nece,,. 
sHy of this c ;pitJJ being introduced in order 
to de\'elop th£ IeRourCES of the country, and 
that they will offer every p<JRsible as,istance 
in getting thi" legi,Jation pa,,sPd. I ha:ve '.'0 
desire to Rpeak at any great length on th1s B11l 
now. because this Bill is similar to other Bills 
which have been discu~sed. The!ublic !nte~es~s 
are sufficiently safeguarded, an I thmk 1t 1s 
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hupossible to refrain from passing legislation of 
this de;;cription. The hon. member for Charters 
Towers Faid that if the Government would con
fine themselves to the legislation mentioned in 
the Gov•Tno,·'s Speech, he would have no objec
tion in assisting the Government in that respect. 
But I may point ont that this legislation was a 
]>rominent feature in the Governor's Speech
tlmt the Government thought it would be neces
sary to construct certain lines by private enter
prise. That was set forth in the Governor's 
Speech, and in the discussion on the Address in 
Reply that mR.tter passed with very little dis
cussion. No objecti0nH WFre raised. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Oh, ye,, ; there 
were many nbje,'tionR raised. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: At 
any rate there was very little discussion on the 
matter on the Address in Heply. I am waiting
to see what opposition is going to be raised to this 
measure, becatme I cannot see what reasonable 
nhjection can be taken to it. I think, if hon. 
members opposite have the interests of the work
ing men at heart, that they will support this 
m rasure. 

Mr. Grv1ms : A l<>t of interest you have in the 
workjng men. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: I 
have done a gre,1t deal more for the working men 
of this colony than the hon. member. I dnn't 
suppose he ha'' ever paid a working man a day's 
wage in his life. 

lVlr. \V, HAmr:l'O/\ : You would never employ 
a white mR.n when yon can get a kanaka. 

The HEOln~TARY FOR RAILWA"YS: 
\Vho is the b"st lriend of the '"or king man? 
The person who finds him erndoyment. I say 
the inevitable rHult of this legislation will he to 
g-ive a vast number of men employment. '!.'here 
is no getting away from that. I trust hon. 
memuers will ''ee the wisdom of supporting this 
measure. I ha,·e much pleasure in moving the 
second reading of this Bill. 

l\Ir. BROWNI~ (01'oydon): I must say tha 
the hon. gentleman has not spoken at any great 
len_o;th on thi,, matter, and I congratulate him on 
that, but he has given the House very little 
information on this matter. I agree with the 
hon. g, ntleman when ha says that he honestly 
believes that the passage of this Bill will only 
have one reeult. I belieYe that, instead of the 
Bill being beneficial to the working men of the 
colony, it will do them irreparable injury, and 
therefore we on this side are here to try and 
stop this legislation going through. The hon. 
gentleman says that there is no concession in 
the Bill. Well, if that is .so, what is the 
object of bringing this Bill before the Hcmse 
at all? I do not know what the hon. tY!embers 
for \Voot.hakata and Cairns and other mining 
members think when they realise that the mining 
people in the districts concerned will have to pay, 
until 1U47, 50 per cent. highEr rates than were 
ruling in 1~()7; that all the traffic from the 
\Vosterr: districts is faced with the barrier of this 
fxtra 50 per cent. higher than in 1897. The hon. 
gentleman told us in very plain terms that if this 
legisb tion was not pus, ed that the mines in the 
district concerned would be shut do" n. If that 
is w, then the chairman of the cJmpany, in his 
sp ,,eh at the lmlf-yearly meel,in .. ;, told a delibe
rate li<'. heeause he etattld distinctly that they 
dirl not, C3re whether the Dill p<>sse<1 or not. 
Seeing so 1nuch h:AJR been Paid ahout hnn. nwn1-
bers on this side wastin~ time in dhcnsBing tbeHe 
Bills, I would just ask the Premier why all these 
BJls nre bronght in in succes,<ion? You, !Hr. 
Speaker, ha1·e ruled that these are pnhlic Bills, 
and, if hon. memhers on the other Hide believe 
that. the country is with them in trying to pass 
these Bi!IH, how is it that we have five separate 
Dills brought in here taking up the time of the 

House in discussing every one of them? If the 
Premier and his colleagues believe that the 
country is with them in regard to this departure 
from the policy of the country, how is it that 
they did not bring in one Bill, something like the 
Land Grant Hail way Bill, or a Companies Bill, 
laying down the conditions on which the Govern
ment would allow any company to build a rail
way? That would have expedited public business. 
If that had been done the H onse and the conntry 
would have been satisfied with it, and the whole 
matter would had been settled. But, instead of 
that,they have proceeded just as if these had 
been regarded as private Bills, and we have had 
five distinct measures brought down. Then, 
again, as was said earlier in the day, no attempt 
has been made to push through committee those 
which have already passed their second readings, 
but we are simply asked to continue the deba,te 
on the second readin!l" of another of these Bills, 
Why are the Government pottering about these 
smaller Bills? Why do they not come on with 
the big gun-the one they want to get through
that is the Normanton-Cloncurry line? Every 
member of this House, and the public outside, 
know that such Bills as this and the Calli de Rail
way Bill are comparatively little Bills. The Go
vernment would not waste the time of the House, 
nor make the tremendous efforts they are making, 
all over the country, in the PresB and everywhere 
else, only that they have that very big" grab"
and it i" nothing else but a "grab"-the Clon
curry Railway Bill. \Vhy is not the head of the 
Government plucky enough, seeing he has stated 
that he is prepared to stand or fall by these 
measures, to bring this big measure forward, that 
for the last three years they have been working 
all over the country, and in the old country as 
well, to engineer through ? If the hon. gentle
man had any desire to expedite public business 
he would have brought in one big Bill dealing 
with the question of private railways-or rail
ways built by private companies for public 
purposes, if hon. members like that better
instead of having all these discussions. Another 
thing with regard to this Bill is this: that I am 
sorry the Premier has not kept his promise that 
he would lay on the table every scrap of infor
mation and all correspondence with respect to 
each of these railways. Now, not one tittle of 
information regarding this railway has been snp
plied to hon. members. 

The PREMIER: You have got all the correspon
denc,e. 

The bECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Every scrap 
of it. 

Mr. BROWNE: I will appeal to the Clerk of 
the House or to the House as to who has got 
that information? I have asked for it several 
times, and it has been promised on all these 
Bills, but not a single hon. member can show me 
amongst his parliamentary papers any corres
pondence about this particular line. Another 
matter I wish to allude to is this: Ministers 
complain that they have a great deal to do in 
their departments.' But they get an extra salary 
for that. It is none too much, and I am not say
ing a word about the salary they receive, bnt 
hon. members on this side have to go hunting 
about for information with respect to these 
Bills. '!.'hi,; applies mom e'pecially with regard 
to myself. Since I have had the honour of 
occn;Jying the position of leader of this party 
I have felt it n_y duty to find out all that 
T cnnld about every one of these measures, and 
this has entailed a great amount of labour 
upon me in hunting round for information 
that wa~ promised by the Premier. I have 
!yen able to get mme information regarding 
this Bill, and I may say that that information 
distinctly contradicts the statement of the Secre
tary for Rail ways that if this Bill is not passed 
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the mines in the Mount Garnet district will be 
shut down. I have here the A "'"tmlian .Mining 
St:tn:dar~ for 6t~ September last-the leading 
!llmmg JOu~nal; m fact, the only mining journal 
m Austraha. ~t contains a synopsis of the 
report ".f the thu·d half-yearly meeting of the 
Mount Garnet Company, and I shall just read a 
shor.; extract-

At the recent th\rd half-yearly meeting of the Mount 
Gan;et Freehold Company (Q.), held at )lclbomne, )Ir· 
C. ''·. Chapman, chaumun of director~, referred to the 
pl~cmg of 25,~00 shares in London, 12,500 at 47s. Od., 
with the optiOn of 12,500 at 60s. He tllonght he hatl 
done as well as they could expect, eonsidcring the strin-
gency of' the London market. ' 
He then goes on to give a lot of information 
about. the company which is not worth while 
w~arymg the House with. But, regarding this 
Bill, he uses these words- · 

Itegarding the {ll1Cstion of carriaO'o he hacl no doubt 
the )fount Garnet R:-dlway Bill wo~1ld go throw-rh the 
Queensland Parliament, but, should it not tbtre' 'Yonld 
be no difficulty. 'l'liey could, under the 'l~rannYay Aci, 
take up leases a chain wide, and make the tramway on 
a"!Jout ~00 acres. _'rhe surveyed route presented no 
difficulties, but unt1l the provisions of the Bill as to the 
form under which the line had to be constructed ,Yere 
known no estimate of the cost coulU be made. :Por 
funds to make the road they had 37j600 reserved shares. 
I think that puts a different asped on this 
matter altogether. All the miners in North 
Q':'eensla'!d are·not going to perish through these 
mmes bemg shut down. ·with reference to 
what l'IIr. Chapman said ahout the Tramways 
Act, of '?ourse, he was referring to tho sections in 
the Mmmg Act of 1898, under which the lease·; 
have already been taken up. I would like to 
know why this particular mode of introducing 
this Bill has been adopted. I 0an see no other 
reason for ~t than that a concession was wanted, 
thesam~asm theo~hercases. This company want 
to be ra1hyay. earners, and .to have all the people 
of that d1stnct under thmr thumb and to be 
allowed to charge 50 per cent. higb~r rates than 
the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAILWAYS : They do not 
want to carry for the public at all. 

Mr. McDoNALD : \Vill you accept an amend
ment to that effect? 

Mr. BROWNE: "When the hon. gentleman 
said that these mines would shut down and all 
the miners would be idle, either he kne\~ nothing 
about the matter, or the chairman of the com
pany knows nothing about it. It is right that I 
should say a word or two with regard to Mr. 
Chapman's reference to constructing the line 
u~der the Tramways Act, meaning, as I have 
sa1d, to refer to the eections in the Mining Ad 
of 1898 de~ling with tramways. The Secre
tary ~or ~ail ways appealed to mining members 
on th1s s1de on behalf of the miners in the !\fount 
Garnet district, saying that we should have every 
sympathy for them. vV ell, not only the mining 
m~m~ers t;n this side, but every other member on 
th1s Side,, IS only too. !~leased at any time to give 
ever:y; assJS~an?e.to mmmg companies, syndicates, 
or private mdJvJduals-whoever they may be-to 
enable them to develop their mines, so long as 
they. are not .getting a monopoly as agaimt the 
outs1de pu_hhc. A f0w days ago the hon. mem
ber for Ca1:ns as~ed the Secretary for Hail ways 
some questions With re!'ard to some lease·s which 
had peen taken up under the provisions of the 
Mmmg Act iu t!1e .Herberton, Cbillagoe, and 
1Ioun.t Garnet d1stncts. The answer, which 
was gn·en last Thursday, appeare in "Votes and 
Proceedings." The hon. gentleman said-

N?. !.eases of Cr<;nvn land. ha;ve been appliecl for under 
sectiOn 30, subsectiOn 2, of the 2\Iining Act of lSF~. for 
the purpose of constructiug tramways to be nsPd in 
connect~on with the mining operatiOnR carried on hy 
the applicant on land held by liim nnder miner:tlleasc. 
With all due deference to the Secretary for 
Mines or the Under Secretary, or whoever 

framed the answer, there was a bit of ']nibbling 
about it. 'rhe hon. member for Cairns was pe~
fectly correct. Section 30 of the Act of IS!JH 
contains the smne provif'ion aR was contained in 
the old Mining Act, that was, giving people the 
right to take up leases for mining purposes or 
for conserving water or for trarrrwa,ys ; but there 
was no rbgulatiun or rule laid down by which 
they could do it. That want has been sw•pli<d 
by clause 04 of the regulations w hi eh gives 
the libert.y of tB"king up mining leases of any 
length so long as it i.~ not been less than one 
chnin wide to buihl a tram'' tty on. I think I 
havce consulted with every mining member on 
this side of the Hom,e, and every member 
interested in the matter, and I say we arc 
perfectly in accord in saying that it the hon. 
gentleman will safeguard the provision with 
whnt would be a very mecessary condition-so 
that the clause would give power to build "' 
tramway for mining purposes only, and not allow 
the company to be public carriers; we have no 
objection t•> that. 'This allows them, instead of 
taking an ordinary lease in rectangular shape, to 
take any length one chain wide; and that is a 
very good provision. I have seen the Secretary 
for Mines also the Under Secretary, Mr. 
:\IacDonald, and I think what tl:ey want to 
do before any of these leases are granted-1 
believe they are applied for and recommended
is that tberH should be a condition reserving the 
minerals on that one chain, a"d also gi>ing other 
people the right to mine on that chain as long as 
they do not endanger or interfere with the safety 
of the tramway. Anyone who has been on a 
goldfield know,; what 'it means to take a. mono
poly for ten miles or twenty seven miles through 
country one chain wide, and prohibiting all men 
from working on that one chain the whole way. 
Suppoeing it went along the cap of the reef! I 
am certain that if I or anv other man in the 
early days of Croydon or Charters Towen had 
that privilege <·f running a tramway like that 
those fields would not have been developed any
thing like half what they have been. If people 
take up a mining lease fnr a tramway it is 
simply for tramway purposes. 'l'he Minister the 
other day in conversation Fa id to me it did not 
give the right to the minerals, but what we want 
to do is to safeguard the rights of other people. 

The PREMIER: VVe will do that. 
Mr. BROWNE : I am very glad to hear the 

bon. gentleman say that. I take it that they 
will have to post their applications; and if there 
is no local objection, or anything of the sort, and 
it is safeguarded in the way I say there is 
not a single mining member on this side of the 
House who is not willing to give any assistance 
to any mining company to get their properties 
developed in that way, because that is develop
ment without doing any injury to other people, 
or usurping the rights of other people. l 
referred just now to the Minister for Railways 
stating that this gave no concession. In this 
Bill we know that there is a repetition of the 
privilege given to the Chillagoe Company, that 
is, the right to charge GO per cent. higher rates 
than those on the Uovcrnrrwut railway:'. 

The Pm;)tH;H : \Vhat he meant was no mineral 
e:Jnces~ions. 

JI.Ir. BHO\VJ'\1<:: It is 'my e<"Y fur tllfl huu. 
gcntlemnn to :,.ft,y he 1nennt no ndueral conces
ciom;. Comidering that the place is a freehold I 
wondpr what more mineral conces;;ions he could 
have. 

The PREJ!IER: They might h'we wanted more 
gronnd. 

Mr. Bl{O\VKE: I arn not referring to ntineral 
concessionH ; I may refer to them later on. I 
say that givinr; them the right to charge 50 per 
cent. higher rates than those charged on Govern
ment lines is a large conces3ion indeed. In 1897, 
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when the Chillagoe Bill was going through, 
and hon. members on this side objected to 
that concession hon. members on the other side 
said this was only may be, and they would 
!lot do it. But only one day last week we saw 
111 the daily papers that the Executive Council 
ha.d consented to the Chillagoe Company saddling 
th1s rate on the peop!El of the district. And 
th~s. Bill is to give this company the same 
pn v1lege. I believe thi" district will be the 
black country of queensland-it will be like 
the great mineral country at home-and unless 
some future Government comes down with a 
treme-r:dous sum to induce these people to give 
up the1r monopoly, the people cf the distnct will 
be at the mercy of the company for the next 
f~rty:seven years. \Vhen I went through the 
d1strwt I was informed by the residents in 
Herberton, who were in favour of the Chil!ao-oe 
Company Bill, they had been led to believe"-I 
won't say by the hon. member for Woothakata, 
but by Ministerialists in the di"trict-that those 
rates would never be enforced, and that' they 
would never be more than those charged on 
Government lines. 'fhose people have ·,.been 
~'sucked in,': to use a vulgar expression. ·\V hat 
Is the expenence of other places? Just as we 
are on the eve of federation, and the other 
coloni~s are TIRing their best endeavours to get 
ou.t of the hands of syndicates, in regard to 
railways, we are 11sked to go into them. About 
three days since I got forwarded to me the 
annual report of the Minister for Railways in 
South Australia, and it shows that after all the 
expenses they have been put to there the rail
w~ys paid 3'!!1 per cent. last year. The Glenelg 
ra1lway, the hst private railway purchased by 
the South Australian Government, was pur
chased at the end of last year. The length wa, 
twelve miles fifty-five chains, and the Govern
ment had to pay .£121,435 15s. 6d., or about 
.£10,000 a mile. The department took over the 
property of the Glenelg Railway Company in 
December last, and in spite of the amount they 
had to pay they have been able to make a reduc
tion of 20 per cent. in the passenger fares, 
thus placing the residents along the line in 
the same position as regards rates as the 
persons living along other suburban lines. 
In addition to that you will find in the Chief 

Commissioner's report a very cheer
[7'30 p.m.] ful paragraph, stating that, actino- on 

. the instruc~ions of t.he Governm~nt, 
he 1s at !·he prese.nt t1me valmn_g and getting 
reports w1th the v1ew of pnrchasmg the priv<1te 
tmmway system ronnel Adelaide. \Ve are often 
told what state the line will be in when the 
country has to buy it from the company. On 
that point hon. members should read the report 
of the chief mechanical engineer of South 
A ustra.lia. That officer practically admits tlut 
he has been "had" by the company. In his 
report, which is dated the 22nd of August last 
he enumerates the different items of rolling-stock' 
and the condition in which he found them. H~ 
says-

I find that the engines, speaking generally, are in :t 
wone state of reprtir than I concluded was the ~n.:se when 
making the exa,nination prior t.o purchase. Ji~1wincs 
which, from the history given to me, I considered 
wonlcl, with .slight repairs, be hl\.ely to run for t\VO ur 
three years, must be talmu in hand to have the boiler~ 
opened up, and a large surn of money will be required 
to be spent. to vnt them in good condition. Inn" Jpect 
t? the ca~rmgcs, four, known to the company as Pxcur
sion c:arrrages, as well as the nine open goods wagons 
-whJCh are worn out-! hall at once to condemn as 
UU!:<afA for traffic, and they will be brokP-n up. 

'fhat i" the "ort of property the Govprmnent 
had to buy back frmna company which, I "nppose, 
was one of those philanthropic companies whieh · 
it was necessary to bring in to rescue South 
Australia, and to put bread into the mouths of the 

working men of the uoluny. Further on, the 
chief mechanical engineer states tlutt the brakes 
to the carriages are no good, that they are not all 
the same kind of bmke, and ttmt the carriage 
bodies are too wide, and he reeJmmends that 
the Government should at nnce go in for a large 
expenditure for the renc v, rt! of rolling-stock. \V e 
have often been told that it is a g-reat thing 
that at the end of fifly years the Government 
will be able to buy the 1ailways which it is 
IH'OpOtied to authorise these COHlpanies to COil· 
struct. But what advttntage will that be, if the 
lines and rolling-stock are in tile condition 
described in the report from which I have just 
quoted? Then, again, it has been pointed out 
that the mineral c JilCf'''ions will he practi
cally worked out by that time, or will be 
left in ouch a condition that a large expenditure 
will be required for the reopening of the mines. 
Those arguments have been pooh-poohed in thi~ 
H<n1'S8 1 but here we have an instance in an 
adjoining colony where the very things which 
hon. members on this oide have predicted will 
happen w1th regard to these railw:1ys have 
actually come to pass. I am not going to dwell 
much longer on this subject, but I would just 
emphasise this point-that wh;ct I am stating are 
facts. 'I' he junior member for .Mackay has often 
referred to statements m<1dc by hon. rnern bers on 
this side as being simply assertions. vVhat I 
an1 now giving are fact~-extntcir-; fron1 the 
repdrt of the Chief Commissioner for Railway:< 
in South Australia. 

Mr .• J. H.UliLTON : Last year's reJ ort? 
Mr. BRO\VNE: Yes, last year's repc;rt, issued 

on the Uch of Angust thi3 year. Three conten
tions have been advanced by hon. members on 
this side during the debateq on previous melt
sure; of this character. I am not g.;ing to repeat 
myself on this occa,ion, or to repeat the argu. 
ments used in preYious debates; I want, if I can, 
to be, like the Secretary for Railwavs, original. 
But I think there is one matter I n1ay allude to 
just now. Three contentions have been con
tinually put forward by hon. members on this 
side of the House, and they have been just as 
strenuously opposed by hon. members opposite. 
One of those contentions is th<1t the concessions 
granted by this House to these companies, and 
reported upon hy officers of the State, will be 
used to sell in London. The second contention 
is that the opinion of the Queen.sland GoYern
ment., and the opinion of their experts, will be 
used to beguile the public. 'l'hat has been c•m
tended repeatedly, and we have been challenged 
for proof. :Further, it has been argued that the 
names and influence of members of Parliament 
will be used for that purpose. ]'ram very 
recent occurrence, I think I c:m prove those 
contentions up to the hilt. A matter was 
referred to in the House this afternoon which is 
in the mouth of everybody about Brisbane-that 
is, the matter of theN octh Cbi!lagoe Mines Com
pany. I wish to make myself very clear on this 
point. It has often been said by mPmbers on 
the other side that the Opposition, and especially 
the leader of the Opposition, may do anything 
that will bring discredit on the Government in 
the eyes of the p _,ople. I have n•·•'er sub
:.,erihed tu tha.t doctrine, and r alll not going 
to do Hu on this occasiun. lu any telll[tl'k.J 

I make \Jll this .ubject I desire it to be di '· 
tinctly understood that j_ am n"t imvlicating 
the Secretary fur :\line,, tile Under Seeret1try 
for 1\Iine,,, the Goverrnnent Genlog:bt, or any 
officer vf the Government. On the contrary, I 
~ay .straight out that la.st WPek, when I tirst 
found out this Il!lttter, I saw the hon. gentleman 
at the l10acl of the Government, ill his cJ,pacity 
'"Secretary for l\lines, an cl also other otficers in 
the department. t:iince then I have n"ed every 
endeavour to obtain information on the subject, 
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and I must say that the Minister and the officers 
of the department have done their best, from 
the time this thing beca,me a scandal, to stamp 
it out. 

The PREliiUJR: I tolrl ytm first about it myself. 
Mr. BROWNE: Oh,'no. 
The PnEl\IIER: Did vou know about it before 

that? " 
Mr. BROW:\E: YP', I saw the skeleton 

ad':ertisement in the Sydney Bulletin, a paper 
\YhJCh, ao hon. members know, circulates through
out the whole of Australia, but I did not get the 
full pro.,pectus until yest.erday. Then I also 
heard th:tt the skeleton adverti'3ement had 
appcarcll in the Austl'aiirtn "~fining Jonrnal. I 
1nay say here tlut I do not know 1\Tr. Dunstan, 
and that I have never lllet him, but from all I 
luwe heard of him he is a first-class officer. The 
statements made in this prospoctus inclined me 
to t•1ke one c>f two views. One is, that Mr. Dun
stan had been bPtraying his trust and giving a 
report which was not strictly in accordance with 
facts ; and the other, w hi eh I thou"'h L was a great 
deal more likely, was that the pr;moters of this 
Cbillat;oe Mines Companv had been '-rving to 
use him for their own purposes. 'When 'r men
tioned the m·otter to the Secretary for Mines, I 
found that he had taken the same view of it, and 
that he was taking steps, not only to protect any 
officpr of the department, which it was his duty 
to do, but als0 to protect the outside public from 
those people. It is only right that I should say 
that, because if blame is to be thrown on any
bodv else I shall not he sparing in apportioning 
that bb me. Hut I do not wish to make use of 
the incirlmt for political purposes. The full 
prospectus of the company sets forth that the 
company is the North Chilbgoe No Liability 
Company, and that it has valuable mines 
in the marvellous Chillagoe district. The 
names of tbe provi•ional directors are given. 
The provisional directors are :-Sydney: Hon. 
A . • T. Gould, M.L.C.; Harrie ·wood, Esq., late 
Under Secretar:;- for Mines and Agriculture, 
vice-presideHt New South \Vales Chamber of 
1\lines; Patrick Duffy, Esq., n:erchant, New 
South Wales and Queensland; Robert Mackenzie 
Jolly, Esq., merchant, Sydney and Hobart. 
Brisbane: Hon. F. T. Brentnall, M.L.C.; Hon. 
John Arcbibald, M.L.C., \Varwick, ~\. Me!" 
bourn'': Alex. C1.mpbell, Esq., chairman direc" 
tors, Block 10, Broken Hill. Now, these are 
]Jretty influential names, and I may say, as I 
will show later on, that these very names have 
been used, and the report of the Assistant 
Government Geologist has been falsified and 
deductions drawn from it which should not 
have been drawn for the purpose of deluding the 
public. And I may .say that the very first page 
of this prospectus shows that the contention of 
hen. members on thi" side, that what was wanted 
in connection with these conc~?ssions was to float 
them on the London market, is borne out. I 
will read from the statement on the front page of 
the prospectus. It says, " This is practically a 
large d,_velopment con1pan)' r.n eaRy terroR, in 
which shareholders will p"rticipaL in the profits 
made dnring rlevoloprm•nt. Shareholders also 
bec<Hll!:' thP original E:hareholders or proprit>torR, 
to participate in pro!its to lm obtained by the 
anticiptcted fl<>tation in the English market or 
utherwise." It is to bolster that up tha.\; those 
name" and the name of the expert of the Qmens
land l\iint' ]JepartmeHt have been m- rl. 1\m,·, in 
the 1'dcoruph on Saturday that report appears 
with the pa1 ts that had heen garbled. 

l\1 r. D,\ \\'SON: With the interpolations. 
J\Jr. BROWNE : With interpol•ti<•ns. I know 

fr<·m what I h''Ve !ward that most hon. mem
bers have read th:tt with a great deal of intt·re,t, 
and I know that a great many people outside have 
done so. In this morning', paper the report 

appears signed by Mr. Rands, the Government 
Geologist. Now it will be noted tha.t there is a 
slight discrepancy in these two. In the one that 
appears in the GV>wicr. you will notice that there 
is a tabulated statement of assays, which did 
appear in JI/Ir. Dunstan's report, but which does 
not appear in this prospectus in any way. I 
think it was only a mistake, and that ?>1r. 
Rands, in looking for errors in the report, did not 
notice that this was omitted. Now the tabulated 
statement bears nuterially on a great amount 
of serinus things that are in this prospectus. 
I think it is just as well for hon. gentlemen 
to know it. I may say that .this tithle appeared 
in the A ustmlian lifininrf Standarcl, and in fact 
it appe»rerl in all the Sydney m1d Melbourne 
papers. There is a sy:wpsi~ of this report which 
is even worse than what rtppears in the prospectus 
itself. Here we have a whole lot of what are 
supposed to be extracts from l\1r. Dunstan's 
rep<lrt. TheTe is one in particular I will 
dra.w attention to-it was the first that 
attracted my not.ic~. It says, "A rich gold" 
mine within a rrch copper-mine at Tartana 
Hill-see Dunstan's report." Now that appears 
~n the n1ain prospect.ns in even wor5e form 
than that, and whatever may be said about 
the provisional directors not having noticed 
these blunders or errors, when they allowed 
deliberate and intentional falsifications of that 
report--if they did not wade through all Mr. 
Dunstan's report, as I contend they should have 
done before they allowed their names to go upon 
the prospectus-then I say there ie something 
here that ,,hould not have escaped their notice. 
At the end of this report they give more of the 
so-called Dunstan's report, and which has been 
proved was not his report at all. \Ve have here 
at page 19 a precis of "Logical deductions from 
the foregoing reports. 'l'he fa0ts declared by the 
Government officials of C-lueensland." Then it 
goes on-

Undonbtedly if the mineral bodies of ore, ride B. 
Dunstan. Esq., l1.G.S., assistant Government Geologist 
Queensland. Copper contents : 11inimum bulk averages 
7 per cent. A higher average product can be main
tained by judiciously mixing high-grade ores (Me table 
of analysis in schedule). Gold contents: High. A rich 
goldmine within a rich copper mine at Tartaua Hill (8ee 
Dun~tan's report). 
K ow, I say, and can prove, that there is not one 
single scintilla of evidence in Duns tan's report to 
justify any of these assertions being put on the 
prospectus, and they are put forth to try and 
delude the public of this colony and people in the 
old country. Now, a> a matter of fact, here are 
the different assays-the tabulated statement of 
which appears at the end of Dunstan's report, 
which is published in the CauTier to"day. It 
contains a list of twenty"six assaye, and out of 
these twenty-six assays twenty-oneare returned as 
containing" traces of gold." Now a trace of gold, 
I may say, is always defined by assayers as some
thing below 7 gr. to the ton, something almost im
possible to see by any known process at the present 
time ; and, a' 1 say, out of the twenty-six assay,;, 
twenty-one contain lesfc than 7 gr. There is one 
that contains 4 dwt. 13 gr., and another 1 dwt. 
7 gr. There are ii ve altogether varying from 
4 dwt. 13 gr., and bking an average of the whole 
twenty~six a8says it gives an average of abont 
13 gr. to the ton; and tbis is "a rich gnldmine 
within a rich copper-mine .. , And then I see 
they introduce into the preci,, which they did 
nnt in the ad,·crtiomueut, the 'l'artan» Hill 
matter. \\' e will see hnw tbat pans out. There 
are twelve assaye, eight of which contain traces 
of golrl. 

Mr. l)A wsox : Less than 7 gr.? 
Jliir. BROWNK: Less than 7 gr. One id oz. 

2 dwt. 17 gr. to the ton. They leave nut 
altogether. Mr. Dunstan's remarks about that 
1 oz. Mr. Dunstan says in regard to that, "On 
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the data furnished above, and supposing all the 
gold in the sample that come from it-a •hoot, 
say, 10 feet wide-would yield at the rate of 
1 oz. 2 dwt. 17 gr. per ton." Admitting, 
however, th<tt 1 oz. 2 dwt. 17 ge., we have 
another which yields 4 dwt. 13 gr., another 
3 dwt. G gr., and another 1 dwt. 7 gr. Taking 
the average of those twelve assays we get 2 d wt. 
13 gr.; if you give them the whole benefit of 
these twelve assays, and they are made feom 
the pick of material, it woul<! give a return, 
even supposing the gold was all there, of 
2 dwt. 13 grs.-a rich g·oldmine within a rich 
copper. mine. (Opposition laughter.) The most 
amusing is that the gentleman who prep1red 
this left th:ot out, and I think in doing that 
he over-reached himself. Then, on page 9, 
sandwiched in with iYir. Dnnstan's repJrt, 
are a series of assays which anyone would 
be led to suppose had been supplied by Mr. 
Dunscan, bnt they are nothing of r.he sort. 
\Ve find that these samples wer' assayed by a 
gentleman who signs himself "Alexander Orr, 
F.G.S., Analyist," and dates his report" Analy
tical Laboratory and Assay Office, 109 Pitt 
street, Sydney, 11th April." And yet these 
assays are deliberately put into this prospectus 
as coming from Mr. Dunstan. But the'e a•says 
are even worse in their results than the others. 
There are thirty-two assays noted; one goes at 
the rate of R dwt. 4 gr. to the ton, one 15 gr. to 
the ton, two at the mte of 9 gr. to the ton, one a 
trace to the ton, and twenty-seven go nil--noth
ing at all. 'rhe average of these thirty-two 
assays gives a trifle over 10 gr. to the ton, and 
this is what these gentlemen have the audacity 
to try and make a Queensland Government 
Geologist tell the world is "a rich goldminc 
within a rich copper-mine." 

Mr. J ACKSON: They want to attract capital to 
this colony. 

Mr. BROWNJ<~ : They do want tn attract 
capital. I want now to q•wte from a leading 
article in the ftfining Standf<rd, printed right 
oppositfl this prospectus, to prove the injury very 
nearly inflicted upon the mining industry and the 
Mines Department of this colony by the publica
tion of these false statements. There is a leading 
article here in the issue of 6th September under 
the heading "The North Chillagoe Mine." It 
starts by referring to Mr. Jack's report, and, 
I may say in passing, that these people have 
not been content with trying to do Mr. Dunstan 
an injury, but they have also gone behind the 
back of a man like Mr. Jack in trying to 
manipulate his report. I have here Mr .• Jack's 
report on the Chi!lagoe JYiines, Bulletin No. 9, 
issued in 1897. I may say that the extracts 
given from it in this prospectus are correct, 
but they have been manipulated the same ag 
the rest. They have taken out pieces where, 
if they had inserted the whole paragraph, the 
context would have led to a very different 
conclusion from that wbich may be arrived at 
from the pieces used. This leading article gives 
a description of this group of mines, it gives Mr. 
Jack's opinion, an account oi J\fr. Dunstan 
having been ;.ent up by the Mines Department, 
and then refers to the prospectus of this company, 
to the work the Chillagoe Company have heen 
doing, and what is likely to be the result. I am 
not going to inflict the whole of the article upon 
hon. 111embers, but I draw their attention 
specially tu thi,-

lt is ~xpectecl that matters will be boonlin~ at Cllil
lagoe, and that all Chillagoe shares will greatly rise in 
val•1e. 

I do not think they will, after the little explana
tion we have had. 
It will be remembered that }fr. Duns tan formerly bcld 

the position which is now held by the ltvv. }'ather 
Curran, so that our New South Wales readers will ha Ye 

no doubt of hi::i capability. 'l'he terms, as will be seen 
from the proi:ipectns, are very moderate, and there is an 
excellent prospect of tloating the mine in J.Jondon, when 
its value is proved, for a much larger sum than if, now 
asked for. 
I a.sk hon. m em hers' special "ttention to this-

The provisional directors are well known in the 
mining world! who woulcl not be associated with any 
project without. makin~ nn inquiry, and we are informed 
tlmt they and their friends have already promised to 
subscribe for a large number of contributing 8hares. 

Well, I will ask any unprejudiced man in this 
House if men ar<c justified in signing- their names 
to a prospectus like that without the !acts .bein~ 
laid before them. \Ve know the falsity of 1t and 
the way in which the reports of the Government 
geologists have been manipulated, and all the 
rest of it, and I say they ought to have made 
inquiry into it before they allo" ed their names 
to be used, as those of prominent members of the 
Parliament of Queensland, to boom a property 
like that. I am very sorry to see it, b,·cause 
they are men who have reputations of a different 
sort. One is a gentleman who I have been sur
prised lately to learn is mixed np in mining 
speculations. I had thoug-ht he was eng-aged 
rather in laying up treasures above than in 
looking for them below. (Laught~r.) The other 
provisional director, Mr. Arclnbald, I have 
sta+.ed before in this House, and repeat now, 
knows as much aLont the mining laws and the 
mining industry of Queensland as any man in it. 
He has been an officer in the }lines Department, 
and as warden for Croydon I have borne testJ
mony in this Hou~e to bis capability and fitness 
for the position. I say that a man like thn.t, who 
knows the mining industry of Queensland and 
the workine: of the Mines Department--

.Mr. .T. HA~JILTON : He is one of the most 
honourable men in Ctneensland. 

Mr. BHO\YNE: I am not saying one word as 
to whether he is honourable or not. Ko mattPr 
how honourable he may l1e, a gentleman with hi:t 
knowledge of mining affairs, and the duties of 
the mining der:artment, and knowing that a 
young man like J\Ir. Dnnst:tn-a clever young 
man, I believe-has his reputation to make, and 
knowing that his reputation and the reputation 
of the Mines Department of Queensland are 
likely to be damaged by the publication of a 
false prospectus with which they were connected 
-I say that gentleman, with all his knowledge, 
should have satisfied himsdf that everything 
was correct before he allowed his nnme to be 
used to foiot a thing like this upon the public. 

Mr. J. HA>IILTON: I guarantee he will explain 
it ~.atisfactorily. 

Mr. BROWNE : 'r am not saying whether he 
can explain it satisiactorily or not. I heard that 
certain gentlemen withdrew from it whe.n they 
found a mistake had been made. A whole lot 
of people get out of a thing when they find a 
mistake has been made. 

Mr. AN NEAR : He has made his treasures on 
earth. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BROWN}<;: No, they are looking for 
them under the earth. 

J\Ir. DA\I'SON: Three feet above the earth. 
Mr. BRO\\ :L·rE: In our Act of 18:!1 we have 

a provision which, to a cerb:tin extent, ruakeM a 
director re punslbln for any rnL.",tatemeut iu a 
prospfctus sir··ned by him, but it doe~ D"t go as 
far :.•; tbc EI:glish Cotupaniee Act does. I 
believe that under the :Em;lisb law at pres~nt 
anyone ~:igning a false prc1visional pr~:;;p~ctus, 
and allO\dng it to go forlh to the pnbhl', IS not 
only held pecuniarily responsible to anyone.who 
is proved to have lost through it. but he is !Jable 
alt-'o to a crin1inal prcs~:·eution. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYllfPLE: Yes for mi~repre
sentation, 
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Mr. BROWNE: How much misrepresentation 
would satisfy the omnivorous appetite of the 
hun. member for Mackay, if there is not enough 
of it in that prospectus? A phrase which fol
lowed the boom in mining in vV estern Aus
tralia, to describe certain people, was " a 
liar, an arljective liar, and a mining expert." 
\Veil, the gentleman who rrnnipulated that 
prospectu:-:i deserve.-, c: un JJion honour~, and to 
b' pla<'•.' l in the third class in that category. 
I do not see what more misrepresentation can be 

wanted. I am not going to deal at 
p.m.] any further length on this matter, 

but I der·rned it my duty to bring 
these matters before the House and the country. 
I ay th.lt these companies, in most instanc··•s, 
ouly want these conce.,sions in order to float 
their busir:ess on the London market. That ha-s 
been done time and again, and opinions of 
experts have been obtained for this purpose. 
Hon. members on this side have been taunted 
with making insinuations and statements which 
they cannot sub;;tantiate; but here we have our 
statement;; substantiated right off. Mit,ing 
experts-officers of the Jlilines Department-have 
been dragged into the busines8, and names of 
prominent members of this Parliament have been 
flaunted before the public in a prospectus which, 
on the face d it, is distinctly untrue, to say the 
least of it. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR PUBL!U LANDS: Not on 
the face of it. 

Mr. BROWNE: Not on the face of it., but >tll 
through it--from the top of its head to the 
bottom of it; feet. 

The !::lECHETARY J<'OR PcnLm };ANDS : Anybody 
who compat'es the two documents can see the 
discrepancy at once. 

::\Ir. HRO\VNE: Of course, we will be told 
that it is pure businE',s. They are all following 
the eleventh commandment. The old one was : 
"Do unto others as you would they would do 
unto you." But now it is : "Do others, for fear 
they will do you." 

The SECRETARY FOR PcT>LIC LANDS : Do you 
say that certain members of Parliament knew 
what w,•s falsely stated in that prospectus? 

Mr. BRO\VNE : I do not say that; but I Ray 
they should have known \rhat was done before 
they put their names on the prospectus. Spenk
ing for myself, I have been asked time after time 
that I should allow shares to be allotted to me 
and have my name placed on prospectuses, but I 
always refused, because I did not care about 
being mixed up in these matter.,. I ;>m not 
ashamed to say that if I have a pound to spare I 
would put it into mining. 

An HoNOcRABLE ME>IBER: Into a syndicate? 
l\1r. IH'l,O\VXl~: Yes, I am in one now. 

But I say that the peorle of Queensland have 
been deluded in these prospectuses, where 
M.L.A. 's names appear. Before I put my name 
to any prospectus I would have every line read 
over to me: I do not belie,·e in making ground
less assertwns, bnt mn,ny hcm. members have 
stated this afternoon that they know what has 
been going on-things thnt l had heard pre
viously rnysr;lf. T hope it is nut the ea"<'. 

l\Ir .• J. H.UllLTOX: I think it sbonlu be pub
licly stated. 

::'IIr. BitO\VNli:: I vm going to me my best 
endeavour::; to try a,nd sift tht-\ tn:ttter, and, if 
what I have heard is true, I will be ma.nly 
enough tn ,.,ive 1-he whole of the particnlars and 
the names of those concerned in the mat.t,,r, 

HoxmmAnr.rc l'.rmrmws: He:.r, h· ar! 
Mr. BROWNE: l c.-nmot sny any more than 

that. l havn a.lreorly dealt with the statement 
of the hon. gentlem"n that there arfJ no conces
sions in thi,; Bill; that this comJ,e.ny only want a 
few miles of t.ramw:.ty to carry their stuff from 
the mine. If they have got £37,500 in shares for 

the purpose of building this line, why do they 
want nine months before they start the line and 
three years before they complete it? Then they 
have another concession in thnt they can build 
branch linEs. The hon. members for Cairns and 
vVoothakata and others know the character of 
the country through which this line will pass. 
Now, the Chillagoe Cclmpany ha\·e also the right 
to bnild branch lines for a length of ten miles each. 
If this company has this length of time in which to 
build this tramway, and has the right also tu 
build branch lines, it is simply ridiculous to say 
that they only want this line to carry their ore 
to and fro. Then with regttrd to the traffic auu 
interest. How are we treating thf' taxpayers 
over this? A large amount of money has been 
spent on the Cairns R-,ilway, and I distinctly 
say that they are being defrauded of their just 
rights. HeaYy intere't is being paid on railway 
construction for a cert,in distance, and the con
struction of a line further into the interior would 
help to recoup the Government for the interest 
to be paid. But the first section has been handed 
over to a private company, and they are allowed 
to charge 50 per cent. higher than on the 
ordinary line.~, so that the people have been 
defrauded of the inter._st they should h:we got 
from the pr.yable portion of the line in that part 
of the country. I have very little more to say 
on this Bill, bnt, without using any threats, I 
think the hon. gentleman might as well knock 
off these Bills from the business-paper. There 
are many Bills which we are anxious to get 
through-Bills which are very necessary for the 
welfare of the people, such as tl1e .Electoral 
Reform Bill, the Shops and Factories Bill, 
and the Early Closing Bill. There are 
many rr1easures which we are anxious to Ree 
pass-mensures which we have been fighting 
for for years, and trying to get through. 
Hon. members opposite are trying to discredit 
us in the eyes of the people who have sent us 
here by teliing them that we are blocking these 
measures. Now, I want to make myself perfectly 
clear, by saying that that sort of argument has 
no influence upon me. I say here to-night to all 
the workers who have eupported me for years 
past, anxious as I am to see that lee;islatim~ 
passed · anxious as I am to see cm J£lectora1 
Reforrr: Bill passed; anxious as I am to oee that 
measure which the hcm. member for Kennedy so 
strongly advocates passed-that is the old age 
pensions scheme; anxious as I am to see an 
amended Factories Bill, and an JCarly Closing 
Bill passed; still, at the same time,· great as 
would be the benefit to the people of the colony 
from the passing of these measures, I believe the 
incalculable mischief that would be done by the 
passing of these private rail way Bills would so 
much outweigh that benefit that I am perfectly 
prepared to take the responsibility, and I believe 
that I shall be only doing my duty to the worker,; 
who sent me here, if I do all I possibly can to pre
vent these Bills passing. With regard to the charge 
of wasting time, I would just conclude by 
quoting the words of a man, whom every 
metrber in thi:; Housemu't reco:;nise as the equal 
of even the hon. membPr for Jliiackay. The man 
I speak of is that gTeat J<~nglish statesman, 
Edmund Burke. 

Hon. D. H. DALllnrPLE: He was killed by 
the Labonr party iH Parif-5. 

Mr. BRUWNE: lt does not matter whom he 
was kiUed by. I suppose he had h . .trd that 
the hon. gent1Pn1an wa" g('ing to deliver hit:i 
ce!Pbr>.ted ~discourse on the Frc·nch Revolution, 
and wenL to Pario to hear it, and the bnn. gentle
man k;)led him. These are his words on the 
functions of an Opposition-

Criticism is the s-pecial and legitimate Iunclion of an 
OppOsltlOn. and it is clearly they, and not the Govern
ment, who must determine how much time wm he 
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required to discharge it proper]) . Though not one vote 
is gained, a good speech has its effect. Even if an 
obnoxious measure is not defeated it may be materially 
altered. rrhough we ra,nnot outvote them we can out
argue them. They shall not do wrong without its 
being shown to tllem and to the "\YOrld. 

MEsiBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: There is one thing the hon. 

mmnber might have n,dded to Mr. Burke's per
oration? an,~ that is : "Our side can outtalk the 
other s1de. 

Mr. KmRTON : On Thursday afternoons. 
The PRE:YIIER: This Bill, as I understand it, 

is a Bill'' to authorise the Mount Garnet Freehold 
Copper and Silver Mining Company, Limited, 
to construct and mointain a line of tramway 
from Halpin's Creek to Monnt Garnet, connect
ing with the Mareeba to Cbillagoe Railway, and 
for other pur[Joses subsidiary thereto." This is 
one thing that the hon. gentleman spoke about. 
He also spoke nbr,nt tramways and the prospec
tus of the North Chillagoe Company. I do not 
find fault with him for speaking on either of 
those subjects, but he has certainly given a wide 
range for his followers to follow. 

Mr. BROWNE : I think they were all perfectly 
pertinent to the Bill. 

The PREMIER : The hon. member's remarks 
with reference to the prospectus of the North 
Chillagoe Company would apply to many mines 
in the colony. 

Mr. McDONALD : He wanted to make a com
parison, and he did it very well. 

The PREMIER: No one objects to mining 
leases, and what hon. members opposite have 
objected to mostly is the area of those leases. 
So far as theN orth Chilbgoe prospectus is con
cerned, tbe Mines Department deserve the credit 
of exposing that. 

Mr. BnowNE: H(',1.r, hear! 
The PREMIER: It is not the first mmmg 

prospectus which has been published in Queens
land which has been misleading and quite untrue, 
but it was :!'vir. Dunstan's superior officer who 
called attention to the way in which his report 
had been mi>quot.,d, and had the thing exposed. 
I hope no one will lose any money over it. I 
understand that the directors in Queensland had 
received some application money, but they have 
informed me that they have returned it all, and 
that they wrote to the Press next day stating 
that they had bdieved that JYir. Dunstan's report 
was published verbatim. For along time past the 
Mines Department has been asked to allow its 
officers to report on mines. I have set my face 
against it as much as possible, but we have been 
told that it would help the colony, :md that they 
only wanted to get true reports. 

Mr. TURLEY : Like the rail ways. 
The PRE};ligR: They have always said that 

the Government geologists are known to be gcod 
and reliable men, and it would assist them very 
much to get reports from them, but I can assure 
the House that iq future any report that is 
furnished by Rny officer of the ]\'lines Depart
ment will be published by the Department at 
the same time. 

HoNOURABLE )/JEl\IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: Conerning the tramways 

lease.·:, lam very glad to know that the hon. gentle
man agrees with the Government in one thing. 
Those leases have been applied for under a 
certain section of the Mining Act, and they will 
only get a leas • to build the tram way. The 
leases will not contain any provision to mine 
beneath the surface of the leases-much the same 
as in a mining homestead lease. 

J\Ir. BROWNE : I would like that to be stated. 
The PREMIER : It will be stated in the 

lease. No lease has yet been issued ; in fact, 
this is the first application we have received, 
and it will be cleitrly stated in the lease that the 

company have only the surface rights. All 
mining rights will be reserved for anyone who 
wishes to mine under them, provided they pay 
compensation for any damage done, the same a~ 
in a miniug homescead. It will be a good thing 
for Queensland, as these twenty-seven miles of 
tram way will assist these mines to be developed. 
'\Ve are asked why we do not give the Mount 
Garnet Company a kase in the same way, und 
we are also asked why we do not bring in one 
Bill m stead of five measures. \Yell, if we had 
brought in one Bill we should at once have been 
accused of having done something underhand 
and of having ~omething to conceal, and that we 
were not acting straightforwardly in not bringing 
in Bills dealing with each separate proposal. I 
think we have adopted the stru,ightforward 
course in acting as we ha Ye done. As to giving"' 
tramway lease, Lhe company would only have 
the right to run their own minerals over the line, 
and we insist upon their carrying goods and 
passengers. 

Mr. BROWSE : At 50 per cent. higher rates 
than the State. 

The PREMIER : I shall come to that. At 
present there is no other important discovery at 
Mount Garnet, except the :Mount Garnet Free
hold, but I know it is a 1·ery valuable property. I 
have seen the mine and the workings, and cer
tainly this line will ewtble those people to work 
their mine much longer, and to greater advan
tage, than if they had no railway. The company 
is given no monopoly. 'The Government can at 
any time build another line to i\1 ount Garnet, if 
they think it will pay them to do so. 

Mr. TURLEY: '\Vhat about Thomas·, line, 
which cost you about 50 per cent. more to buy 
it than it was worth ? 

The PREMIER: At the present Lime I only 
know of the one mine at Mount Garnet which 
you can call a mine. A great number of leases 
have been taken up, but I do not know nf any 
important dhcoveries beyond ?daunt Garnet. 
These people own the mine themselves, and I 
think it would ba unwi e for the Guvermnent to 
build a railwav to Mount Garnet for the sake of 
one mine ; I don't think it would pay the Go
vernment to do it. I don't believe the majority 
of hon. members would vote for its c.Jns!rnction 
by the Government. 

111r. :F!TZGERALD: Give them .. t tram way undm· 
the Tramways Act. 

The PREM:IER: \\Te want the public to 
benefit by the line as well as the company. There 
is a lot of people !ivin!( there, and I dare say 
more will go there, and it is only right that they 
shcnld have the lenefit of using the railway in
stead of continuing to pay £10 or £12 a ton from 
JYiareeba. We can only grant permiHion under 
the Mining Act for the company to build a tram
way to 0arry the product of the mint"·· In this 
case we seek to give permhsion to the people who 
own the mines to construct the railwa~·-nothing 
more. The members on this side will notctlways 
be over here. Some day tbe leader of tl~e Opposi
tion will be here, and thcu if he thinb it will be 
a good thing for the country to build thc'se rail
ways he will build them. 

Mr. BROWSE: Build another one alongside 
this! 

The PRE;\;IIER: '\Vhv not? The railways 
now are only opening 1rp the country and 
settling a population, and there will bB a better 
chance of any line he m.,y construct by and by 
paying than there is now. The n.ember for the 
district admits that he would not vote for the 
Government to build a line fr<•m Normanton to 
Cloncurry, and why should the Government 
build that line? The Cloncurry distric~ has been 
open to my lmowledge over thirty years, and I 
believe more people were there thirty years ago 
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than now. Hon. membern talk about the in
justice of this 50 per cent. extra charge. I 
may remind the hon. member for Croydon that 
the Government charged i\0 pe,r cent. higher 
when he came to the House. 

Mr. BROWNE: And one of the first things I 
did was to get it reduced. 

The PREMIER: Fifty per c·.mt. more was 
charged on the lines in that part of the colony, 
because they cost so much to build, and to work 
and maintain, that the Commissioner thought 
be was justified in charging that amount more 
than on the rail ways in the SouLhern part of the 
colony. 

Mr. BROWNE: That did not apply to the 
Croydon line. It was cheaply conscructed and 
worked. 

'fhe PREMIER: Lo .• k at the cost of coal 
there. In Brisbane it is 7s. Gel. a ton- it used 
to be 6<. Gel.; at Normanton the price is 5'k; 
and at Burketown, GOs. a ton. 

:VIr. BIW\\'NE : The :'.Iinister for lhil ways will 
tell you that they don't burn c ,a] there. 

The PRE:VIIER: Whatever fuel thev use it is 
very mueh more costly. At Mount Garnet they 
will have to pay freight to the Gnvernment on 
their coal to l\Iareeba, and they will have to pay 
freight on their coal to the Chilbg-oe Company
they will have to pay two freights besides the 
steamer freight. 

Mr. BnowNE: ·would not the Government 
have to do the same? 

The PlU~MIER: Certainly. And you can 
see why railways do not p~y, because, in the case 
of Government railways, influence is brought to 
bear to reduce the rates so as to make them the 
same all round. If a r>rivate compmy had built 
the Cairns railway they would have had to 
charge ten times the present rates. 

lY1r. TURLEY: No compony would have done 
it. 

The PRE:'v1IER: I don't think they would. 
Instead of that we were paying £50,000 a year 
out of the money found by the taxpayers of the 
colony to meet the interest on the cost of the 
Cairns Railway until the Chillagne Cnmt,any 
relieve•l us to a certain extent. I believe it will 
relieve us more by and by, and in time it mav 
pay working expenses. The district was dead 
before the present company came there to build 
the line. 

An HoNOl:I\AllLE l'.IEMBEI\: That is not the 
statement of the present Chief Secretary. 

The PREMIER: I know of my own know
ledge that those copper mines were taken up ten 
years before the company got the right to build 
the railway, and the district was practically 
abandoned. One little mine was being worked ; 
I saw the whole of those mines, including M nidi va, 
which was goin>< to turn out a great thing, and I 
know that the copper mines were then ab~ndoned. 

Mr. GrvENS : They were abandoned because 
the price of copper fell. 

The PREMIER: \Vhen permission was given 
to the Chilla~oe CDmpany to build the line, 
copper was £50 a ton; now it is £74 a ton. 

Mr. 1\IcDOXALD: There is a big ring controlling 
the market. 

The PREMIER: There is a great demand for 
coprHer now. I say that the Government would 
''"'· h ja,tificd in building the line. We have 
buiit lines to two copper mines all'eady-one to 
lYfount Perry and another to Peak Downs-and 
our experience in those cases would not jtutify 
us in building another railway of this kind. I 
say it is a speculation which no Government 
shr.uld be prepared to go into-building railways 
into miner»! districes, either copper or tin, where 
there is such a bi~ rise and fall. I t!,ink the 
Chillagoe Company, in building that line, did a 
very good thing f<Jr (~neensland. At all events 
they have made that district a live district. They 

have opened up their mines, and a great number 
of other mines have been taken up and worked 
-many of which had previously been abandoned. 
This :Yiount Garnet Mine, great mine though it 
is, I do not think would have been worked 
to-day but for the Chillagoe Company, and it 
was the building of the Chillagoe line that 
connnenced to reopen the whole of the mines of 
that di"trict. Then there is this tin corHpany, 
which has the right to build a tramway by using 
the Chillagoe line-Mr. Dickson has got the 
leases. I am sure that if the concession had not 
been made to bnild that tramway he would not 
have gone on with the mines at all. 'With 
regard to Herberton, there have been a great 
number of mines taken up and abandoned during 
the last twenty years, and all the shows taken 
up by that Adelaide gentleman were old aban
doned shows. The charge cannot be laid at the 
door of the Mount Garnet Company that they 
wished to issue a prospectus. \V e know that 
the mine has been floated and has been worked, 
and they are only waiting for water to commence 
smelting. At present they must use charcoal to 
smelt, because they cannot get coke. 

Mr. GrvENS: They let a contract for charcoal 
not long ago. 

The PREMIER: If the mine is the big 
property they think it is they will want to use a 
great deal of charcoal, and I think they would 
soon exhaust all the timber in that district. To 

make their mines profitable they 
[8 "30 p. m.] will want to get rail way communi-

cation of eome sort, and they desire 
to get permission to construct the line on the 
terms of this Bill. If they do not get that 
permission the country will be the sufferer. 

Mr. BROWNE: They can build a tramway 
under the Mining Act. 

The PREMIER : If they did that they could 
only use the tram way to carry their own produce, 
and the people living at Mount Garnet would not 
be able to travel by the tramway, or to get their 
stores carried on it. 

1Ir. BROWNE: The people in that district are 
decidedly against the Bill. 

The PRE:'viiER: I do not think so; I have 
not heard of any meeting being held at Mount 
Garnet to protest agains" the Bill. 

Mr. DAWSON: What about the eleetion at 
which the Ministerial candidate was defeated? 

The PREMIER: What election? 
:Mr. lJAW80N: The election at Cairns. 
The PRKMIER : This line is not to be built 

for the benefit of the people of the Call'ns. It is 
to be built for the benefit of the people of Mount 
Garnet, and I have never heard of the people 
there getting up meetings to protest against the 
construction of the railway. I know that two 
attempt< were made at Charters Towers to get 
up meetings against syndicate railways, but they 
were not successful. There was also a meeting 
held at Croydon, and among those present I 
recognised a well-known person in political 
matters-namely, Mr. Aldridge-ancl a Mr. 
Raffertv. 

Mr. DAWSON: There was a meeting of 7,000 
people in Lissner Park, Charters Towers, last 
Sunday. 

The PREMIER: It has not been reported in 
the daily papers, and I believe that if a meeting 
of 7,000 persons had been held at Charters 
Towers to denounce these railways we "hould 
have heard something about it. Howe"er, I am 
inclined to ogree with the Secretary for Railways 
that instead of 75 per cent. of the people of the 
colony being opposed to the construction of the'le 
lines 75 per cent. of them are in favour of their 
construction by private enterprise. \Ve on 
this side of the House represent constitu
encies as well as hon. members on the 
other side, and we shall have to go before 
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our constituents some day. It may be this year, 
next year, or the following year, and when we 
do go before them we are quite prepared to take 
the responsibility of our action, just the same as 
the leader of the Opposition is. I have working 
men in my electorate, just the same as the hon. 
member for J<'linders has in his electorate and if 
they are not >'cttisfied with me they will turn me 
out. I am quite prepared to go before them at 
any time, and I think every member on this side 
is quite prepared to go before his constituents. 

Jl.fEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

~he. PREMlER: But so long as we are in the 
maJOrity, I do not see wh v we should go to the 
country. \Ve are satisfied that we have the 
people of the colony behind us, and it would be 
senseless for ns to go to the country with the 
m~jority we have in the Home. But, as I have 
said, I am prepared to go at any time, and when 
we do g~, if the majority of the people of the 
colo!'y thmk our actrons ttre wrong or are not in 
the mterest of the country, they will turn us out. 
At the pl'esent time I am satisfied that we have 
a large majority of the people of the colony in 
favour of our proposals. \Vhat is the feeling in 
Normanton and Cloncurry about the Cloncurry 
line? \Vhat id the ft:eling ln Burketown a bout the 
Burketown line? And what is the feeling in Glad
stone, atUaJlide Oreek, at G!nssford Creek, and at 
Mount Garnet about their rail ways? The people in 
all those place< want their lines passed by the 
House, and they are mnch more concerned in the 
matter than the re't of the JJeople of the colony. 
The Government believe that they are doin~ " 
good thing for the colony in inducing these peo]',Je 
t~ b~IId the line.s propos~d. The lines will open 
dtstncts fo:- whrch no Government could bring 
forward rmlway prnJ.-oe.als wrth any hope of pass
mg successfully. Those districts have been 
r:eglecte~ sh.amefully in the past, and if any out
srde caprtalrsts are prepared to come here and 
help ns to push the colony alon~ we 01wht cer
tainly_ to _give them every fa~ility tub do so. 
I mamtam that no mono]Joly is given to 
any company by passing the'e Bills, because 
the day after to-morrow, the Government 
could, if they thought it wise build another 
railway in the district. But at the present time 
there is no justification for the Government 
building these railways. There are mineral 
deposits there, and we wish to see them worked 
and we believe that the building of these line~ 
would encourege the working of those deposits. 
I have as much r1ght to speak for the miners of 
the colony as the leader of the Opposition. I 
have done as much for them as the hon. member, 
and I say that the best thing you can do for 
the miners is to give them plenty of work at 
good wages. In no place has a miner a better 
chance of getting good wages than in Queens
land; He can also ~ake up land, and possibly 
sel11t to the compames. If smelting works are 
e~tablished, and rail way communication is pro· 
v1ded, then he can send his ores to be smelted. 
At present nearly all the ore from Broken Hill 
is sent to Port Pirie to be smelted. 

Mr. McDoNALn: The ::icate are erecting their 
own smelting works there. 

The PRE~fiER: I believe the Government 
works thet·e are erected. I know of one place 
there that has been closed up, bec<1use they cannot 
get ~ufficient ore. to smelt. The present rate of 
carrrage for ore IS ld. per ton per mile so that 
for a distance of twenty-eight miles it Zvould be 
2s. 4d., and under this Dill the company can 
a~ the outside charge only 3s. Gel. for the same 
diSoance. 

Mr. BROWNE: 'fhat is three times what they 
charge on the State railways in the other 
colonies. 

The PREMIER : No; they charge the same 
rate, except, I think, from Broken Hill. 

Mr. BROWNE : South Australia :md New 
South Wdes have both the same rates. 

The PRKI'vliJ<~p,: I think not. Our rates are 
the same as those pf New South \V ales, but I 
know that in South Australia they are carrying 
ore at a ve1y low rate, otherv1ise the ore would 
not be sent by rail. I maintain that if any more 
mines are diwovered in the i\fonnt Garnet 
district, as I believe there ' ill be, the pLop'e 
who have those mines will have a better show of 
making them pay if this rail way is built Lhan 
they would if there was no railway, or if there 
was only a tramway constructed under the 
existing law, because in that case the comj>any 
owning the tram way could not carry their ores. 
Under the present Bill the compmty will be 
compelled to take ore from other ptople. Then, 
again, the more rail ways we can add to the 
Mareeba line, the better chance there will le of 
that line paying. I know that my hon. friend 
the member for Cairns is prepared to mal<e a big 
speech on this subject, and I do not wi'h to keep 
the House sitting all night. I d,ue say he will 
contend that the proper way to build this line of 
railway is from Mareeba to Atherton, t·i<2 Her
berton t ) 1lount Garnet. 

Mr. McDONALD: Is your conscience pricking 
you? 

The PREMIER: No, it i" not. I hope to be 
able to assist the Secretary for Rail ways to put 
a Bill through this session providing for a rail
way from ~lareeba to Atherton. I assisted to 
pass such a railway five years ago, but, un
fortmmtely, the Upper House did not pass it. 
When we get to Atberton there is a big range to 
cros", and if the lHount Garnet people have to 
wait until they get railway communication t·i<i 
A~herton, I am very much afraid their patience 
wtll he exhausted. I admit there are great possi
bilities in that line. There is an enormom; 
quantity of good land-perhaps the finest piece 
of land in the whole of Australia, "nd in a 
ten::perate climate; and 1 am anxious to see 
it thro" n open when the railway is finished 
to Alherton. Dut I think that, if the Mount 
Garnet Company have to wait until th"t line is 
finished by the Government from Mareeba to 
Mount Garnet, the Mount Gt.rnet Company will 
have to wait a very long time. 

Mr. BROWNE: They have not to build it for 
three years. 

The PREMIEH: That is their business. If 
they like to wait so long- befow building the line 
we cannot be blamed for it, but I say the Go
vernment could not possibly build tire line for 
the next six or seven year..;. 

Mr. DAWSON: Why? 
The P ItEMIER: .l:\ec,u1se there are so many 

other lines that require to be built. The hon. 
member for Charters Towers thinks the Bowen 
line ought to be first. 

Mr. DAWSON: I do not know where yon got 
that information. 

The PREMIER : The hon. member for 
Croydon thinks that the Georgetown line should 
Le built first, and I am inclined to agree with 
him. The hon. member for Cairns thinks there 
is no line in ihe colony ought to be built before 
the Mareeba line. 

An HoNOURABLE ME}JBEH: ·what about thE' 
Richmond line? 

The PREMIER: That, I ihiuk, ought to be 
built, too. Then the hon. member for Mackay 
thinks that his railway should be constructed. 
These are only claims for theN orth, but when you 
come to the Centre and the S ,nth you come to 
see how it is tha.t £20,000,000 of money is required 
by the Minister£ or Railways to build the ""ilways 
asked for by members of this House. Every 
hon. member knows that it will take us twenty 
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yet>rs to build the lines that every member wants, 
and I say thatthemoreof these railways we can get 
built by private enterprise the better chance we 
ehall h>tve of getting the public lines built. 

J\!Ir. Rgrll : How do you make that out? 
The PREMIER: Because it relieves the 

pressure on the Governrnent at once. If tbe 
~1ount Garnet and other private cmnpanies v.rill 
build these private lines, it will le::tve us free to 
deal with other lines. 

Mr. DAWSO:\": \Vhy n•Jt farm out the Bowen 
line? 

The PJlEIVIIER : }'or the life of me I cannot 
see what objection any member in this· House 
can have to th,, building of this railway by this 
company. They only seek to get leave to build 
this railway, and to do it under the supervision 
of the Commi·•eioner. They seek to charge 50 
per cent. more than the Government lines, 
because it will cost a great deal more than 50 
per cent. to work than the linrs down here. 
They do not ask for any mineral concessions. 
That has been the great bugbear of the other 
side. We have been told that we are handing 
over the whole of the colony to svndicates, 
whereas, instead of doing that, we" are only 
giving a strip of sixty chains by, in some cases, 
twenty-eight miles. 

Mr. Hgm : But there are so many strips. 
The PRE~IIER: And then we retain the 

mineral rights of those twent.y-eight miles; it is 
only the surface we 'ue giving away. 

Mr. McDoNALD: Do you do that with all the 
others? 

The PRE1UBR: In every one of th~m. 
:Mr. BHOW:\"1!; : By the provisions oi the Bill 

you will find people already mining on that 
ground. 

The PRE:\IIER : I do not understand that. 
Mr. BROWNE: Oh, well; see the Bill. 
The PREMIER: To go through a mining le.-.se 

you 1nust compensatt.; the owner. The mine 
there is a freehold mine, and it is exempt from 
labour conditions. I think that on the sixty acrPs 
of freehold they have three or four men to the 
acrc 1 instead of oP..e Inan to ten acres, wurking, so 
that I think that this Mount Garnet Company, at 
all eYents, are showing their 1Jo11a fides. In the 
previous cases we were a'ked who' these people 
were, and we were told they were going to 
I.Jondon to sell their cqncessiun. N(nv, we know 
that this company is floated, and that they have 
so many shareo in hand that thf y are prepared to 
sell some, so I fail to see ho'v anyone can be 
taken in by any false prospectus. 8o far as I 
know, it may be they want to borrow money on 
debentnres. I do not know their position. I 
certainly think that if any line should meet with 
no objection, the line beftlre the House is that 
line, and, in my opinion, it ought to be passed. 

Ho:\"OVRABLE ME)!BEHS : Hear, hear ! 
l\Ir. GIYEJ'\S (Ccti1'ns): I feel particubrly 

interested in this Bill, becansA it greatly affects 
the constituency that I have the hononr to 
repre" "llt; and I may state that although I am 
as much interested in the welfare of the Cairns 
district and the adjoining districts as any man in 
this House, !nevertheless oppose this Bill, and I 
intend to do all I can to prevent it becoming law, 
nnd that for reasons which I will state as briefly 
:.s I can. Now, this Bill differs from the private 
milway Bills that have been introdnced into this 
House this session in several important respects. 
In the first place, the Government have always 
justified their private railway proposals by 
stating that no Government wonld be justi
fied in building the lime. for which it is 
pro~,osed to grant concee,,ions to private com
panies to build. Now, I would state for the 
information of hon. members-I need not state 
it for the information of the Premier, because he 
knows it as well as I know it--that it has always 

been the recognised policy of hon. members to 
send out their rail ways from the eastern coast to 
the western country ; and, further, that it was 
always the recognised policy of the Government 
-of every Government that I can remember 
since I have been in Queensland-that the Cairns 
Railway should be pushed on right to the jnnc
tion of the Normanton.Croydon line, and so con
nected with the eastern coast. 

The PREMIER: I never heard of it. 
l\Ir. GIYENS: Then you must have taken 

exceedingly little interest in public matters. 
And not only do the public of Cairns recognise 
that a line would be justifiable to the Mount 
Garnet district, bnt the Government recognise 
that it is justifiable, else why are they going to 
the expense of making a snrvey of a railway line 
from the present Cairns Railway to Mount 
Garnet at the present time? 

i}lr, COWLEY: We are going to run one from 
the J ohnstone well into Mount Garnet. 

Mr. GIYEJ'\S: The hon. member may be 
going to do so, bnt I think he will have a little 
difficulty before he accomplishes it. As a matter 
of fact, at the present moment the Government 
have a surveyor engaged surveying a route from 
Atherton to Mount Garnet, and I say that of 
the people of the Cairns constituency and 
'\Voothakata, represented by Mr. Newel!, nine 
ont of every ten are in favonr of the railway 
going from Atherton to Mount Garnet. The 
people of Atherton are very alive to what 
the granting of this private railway Bill 
will mean to them and the surrounding 
districts. As the leader of the Opposition has 
pointed ont, for the next fifty years, if this Bill 
becomes law, they will have to pay 50 per cent. 
over and above what is paid on the Government 
railways. Now, what does that mean? And, as 
a matter of fact, the railway does not go in the 
direction of Mount Garnet at all. It is what is 
described as a go-away-come·back line. It starts 
at a point fifty. five miles on the Chillagoe line, 
and it comes back towards the coast. I read Ly 
the report of l\fr. Longland, who was the snr
veyor sent np to survey both rontes, that it goes 
in a direction north-west to south-east, and, 
after g<.ing inland fifty-&ix miles west of 
l\lareeba, it goes back to the coast again, so 
that anybody sending goods will have to pay 
these very high and increased carriage rates 
inland and then back again to the coast. 
There is a difference in the routes of over twenty 
miles, and I have worked out a few items to 
show what the difference in freights would be. 
TakE' the cost of carrying on flonr. Snpposq a 
merchant in Cairns wants to send a ton of flonr 
to Mount Garnet, let us see what the freight 
would be on the two rontes. }'rom l\Iareeba to 
Mount Garnet would be ninety-three miles by 
the private railway on which hon. members will re
member the goods would have to pay !SO per cent. 
more than the rates on the Government line"; 
the freight on a ton of flour by that ronte, 
according to the present rate on the Government 
line, would be £11!ls. 7~d. ; whereas if it were 
carried by the State railway, which every dis
interested person in the district ad vacates, the 
freight would be only £11s. Sd. So that the pri
vate railway will scoop from the consnmers of flour 
for the next fifty years a clear profit of 17s. ll~d. 
on the carriage of every ton of flour from Mareeba 
to J\ilount Garnet, over and above what it would 
cc.st carried on the proposed State rail way. 

Mr. KIDST0:-1: That is to benefit the working 
man. 

Mr. GIYENS: That is to benefit the working 
111an who consumes flour. Now, take second
class passenger rates, which are 1 ~d. per mile on 
the State railway, and you will find that a second
class passenger from Mareeba to Mount Garnet 
by the private line would have to pay a fare of 
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17s. Gd., while by the proposed State railway the 
fare would only be 9s. 3d. So that a working 
miner is to be mulct in one day's pay at least in 
order that, he may have the privilege of travelling 
by the rail way of this private syndico,te. That 
is not the worst of it. Evervone knoW>l that the 
Atherton district is the fine;;t agricultural district 
in Australia. 

An HoNOUUABLE ME:IIBER: No. ·warwick. 
Mr. GIVENS: The hon. member hag seen 

\Varwick, but he has not seen Atherton, and, 
therefore, he is not competent to judge. The 
most competent judges who have been in that 
district, and who have travelled all over Aus
tralia, say that, without exception, it is the finest 
agt·icnltural district in Austmlia. 

Mr. CoWLEY : It is not '" patch on ::Yiourilyan, 
or the ,J ohnstone. 

Mr. GIVENS: The hon. gentleman may not 
be intim,tely acquainted with it. 

Mr. COWLllY: I have been all over it. 
Mr. GIVENS: I would like to know what is 

the extent. of the acrruaintance which these 
gentlemen have of that country. 

The PREMIER: You do not know very much 
abont it. You only talk about it. 

Mr. GIVENS: I know a good deal about it. 
I have been through that country from one end 
of it to the other. 

Mr. Cowr"EY: Have you ever been over the 
Mourilyan country ? 

Mr. GIVENS: Yes. 
The PRE:II!El\: \Vhen where you there? 
Mr. GIVENS: Not very long ago. The hon. 

gentleman will probably get a little more infor
mation from me about the land np there, before 
I have done, than he barg.>ins for. With n'gard 
to the carriage of prodnce from Atberton to 
1'Iount Garnet-and I may say that the farmers 
of Atherton look upon Mount Garnet and the 
\Vestern difltrict.s as the market for their pro
duca-it is fifty-two miles from Atherton to 
Mount Garnet, but if this railway is passed these 
farmers in Athertnn, if they want to get their 
produce to lVIount Garnet, will have to take it 
for twenty-two miles by a State railway from 
Ather~on to Mareeba, and by the private line for 
ninety-three miles fmrn Mareeba to :Mount 
Garnet, It wonld only cost the farmer /s. 9d. a 
ton to land his maize in Mount Garnet by the 
State line from Atherton, fifty-two miles; but 
by this prO[ll"al it would cost him 4s. a ton to 
r•il it twenty-two miles by the State line to 
Mareeba, anrl by the private railway from 
1'Iareeba to Mount Garnet, ninety-three miles, 
it would cost him 1.Ds. 4&,i. a ton more, or a total 
of £1 :1<. H(l. per ton, or over three times as 
much as they would be called upon to pay under 
tit~ :tlternative proposal of a State line from 
Atberton to Mount Garnet. That is how it 
works out. There is a difference of 15s. 7lzd. per 
ton on maize in favour of the State line, and that 
would mean all the difference between profit and 
lo.;o to the farmer. Why should not the interests 
of the people of Atherton ba considered in this 
matter as well as the interests of the people of 
Mount Garnet. The people of Mount Garnet have 
a right to be considered, but then they would in
finitely prefer a direct State line from Mount 
Garnet to Atherton to being asked tc> go all round 
the country, and to get their goods all round the 
country for an unnecessary distance on a 
private rail way. From my place on the floor of 
this House, as the representative of Cairns, I can 
say that nine out of every ten of the electors of my 
district are opposed to this private railway being 
built at all, and I can say that nine out of every 
ten in the district of vVoothakata are opposed to 
it also. I go further, and say that the hon. 
member for \Voothakata himself is opposed to 
this hne, and is only compelled by political 
exigencies to support it. I believe if he would 
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state his real feelings he would admit that I am 
perfectly right, and that he is as much opposed 
to it as I am myself. 

Mr. NE WELL: Nonsense ! You do not know 
what you are talking about. I will tell you all 
about it by and by. 

Mr. GIVENS: I quite understand the hon. 
gentleman's position, and I sympathise with him 
very much. In the case of all these other lines 
the excuse has been that the member for the 
district and the people of the district ha Ye been 
in favour of them. \Vel!, in this case I say 
e.nphatically that the people of my district, 
which is vitally affected by this line, are almost 
unanimously against it, and fully feeling the 
responsibility of what I say, I challenge the hon. 
member for \Voothakata to deny that nine out 
of every ten in his district are also opposed to 
this line, and would infinitely prefer the continu
ation of a State line from Atherton to Mount 
Garnet. 

Mr. NEWELL: Oh, no! 
Mr. GIV:I<JNS: I do not want the House to 

take my unsupported statement with reference 
to these two lines, and I will therefore quote 
from the report of Mr. Longland, the Govern
ment surveyor sent up last year to report upon 
the two lines. This will be found in " Votes 
and Proceedings," vol. 3, second session 1899, 

page 140. In speaking of the 
[9 p.m.] quality of the land and the resources 

of the place, Mr. Longland says-
'With reference to immediate traffic, I am of opinion 

that the transport of the marketable timber a,t present 
standing in the immense scrub between the Upper 
Barron Crossing and Jlillstream Creek-a distance of 
twenty-two miles-will be a big factor in making this 
line pay for some years to come. The principal timbers 
of' value are red cedar, bean-tree, beech, silky and red 
oak, walnut, kauri pine, and white pine. \\,..hen this 
timber has been cut, and the scrub opened up, the 
amount of rich agricultural land availitble for close 
Fettlement should make this district the greatest agri
cultural producing area in the colony, as the 
conditions for farming are most favourable-viz., 
one or the best climates in the colony, owing to 
the altitude of the locality, a fair annual rainfall 
of about 52 inches extending over the whole year, a 
plentiful supply of water in the various springs and 
wells, and the rBally magnificent soil, Th1s scrub land, 
I am informed, exknds right through to Card well on 
the coast, and I estimate that there are 100,000 acres of 
scrub land unalienated within ten miles of the route on 
the eastern side. The Evelyn table and forest may he 
de .. ~cribed as first-class pastoral country, and there is 
about 100,000 acres unalienated and available for 
grazing homesteads, and suitable for combining farming 
and clairying. r:L'he tin centres of Herberton and Watson
ville will benefit the traffic on the line, as a good even 
roatl cnn be got from the top of the range into 
Hcrberton. As stated in my wire of to-day, I am of 
opinion that this portion of the line has a payable 
future before it, even if :Jiount Garnet and its copper 
lodes were not the objective point of route. 
I would ask hon. members to make a special note 
of that. Speaking of Mount Garnet, he says-

This mine has at present 20,0')0 tons of copper ore 
formation in sight, estimated to yield 10 per cent. of 
copper, and further prospecting- 1nay quickly increase 
this estimate, us the formation at 70 feet from the sur
face is over 100 feet wide, and appears to be making 
larger, both in width and length of ore, as depth is 
attained. 'fhe site of Lhe smelter when I passed through 
was not determined, but it is p1·oposed to erect three 
smelters capable of turning out about 300 tons of copper 
per week. 
That would mean that there would be 900 tons 
of copper aYai!able to the State railway, if the 
State built that line. The Chillagoe Company 
are given the right under their Act to build 
branch lines, ten miles in length ; and it was the 
obviou,; intention of the House to give them that 
right in order to enable them to open up all the 
mines in the locality within a radius of ten 
miles. But now, they are really asking for a 
Bill to extend their line right to Mount Garnet. 
If this is granted, the Chillagoe Company will 
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completely encircle the whole of these districts, 
and every man, woman, and child will be under 
their thumbs; nobody will be permitted to live 
in the districo without their permission. I was 
in this district six months ago, and I heard it 
stated that, a8 soon as they got this line to Mount 
Garnet, they would ask for another line right 
into the rich cedar country. Not satisfied with 
having control of all the mines, they want the 
control of the timber as well; and in a short 
time no one will be able to live there unless 
they fall in with the wishes and obey the con
ditions of this syndicate. These are facts which 
it is hard to get away from. \Vhen I was in 
this district six months ago I took the oppor
tunity of going over every inoh of the route 
from Atherton to Mount Garnet. It has been 
said that there is a difficult range to get over, 
but I saw no such range. My guide, a gentleman 
well known to the Premier and the hon. member 
for \Voothakata-Mr. Mazzlin, told me that we 
had got over the range, but I did not know 
that we had got over any range at all ; and that 
is borne out by the fact that the stiffest grade on 
the proposed line will be 1 in 55. Mr. Longland 
states that the prc.spective traffic justifies the 
construction of this line, even if there were no 
:Mount Garnet in existence. Now we are told 
that no concesRions are really asked for in this 
Bill; but they are exactly the same as in the 
other Bills. The country that the private line 
will go through is barren and unproductive; 
Mr. Longland's report bears me out in that. 
Then it will not serve mining centres such as 
Herberton, Mount Albion, Irvinebank, and 
other places in that neigh·, ourhood one iota. 
It will only serve the Chillagoe Compa.ny and 
the Mount Garnet Company. 

Mr .• TACKSON: Are the Chillagoe Company 
interested in the Mount Garnet line? 

Mr. GIVENS: '.V ell, they are two separate 
companies, but I believe the shareholders and 
promoters of the Ohillagoe Company are inti
mately connected with the Mount Garnet 
Company. I believe the promoters of the 
Chillagoe Company-or most of them-are the 
biggest promoters in the development of Mount 
Garnet. If this line is passed, in what position 
will the divisional boards be in? They will have 
to build roads to the different stutions fixed 
by the company on this line, which will 
improve the value o± the company'• property and 
enable more traffic to be brought to their line. 
And the railway will be absolutely exempt from 
rates, simply because it is to be exempted from 
the operations of the Valuation and Bating Act 
of 1890. Now, that is manifestly unfair. The 
Secretary for Railways stated that the country 
will not be called upon to expend ls., but the 
miners in the district will be called upon to 
expend a great many shillings, because I have 
pointed out the enormous difference between the 
rates charged on other tailways and the rates 
that will be charged on this line during the whole 
fifty years of the currency of this Bill if it 
should be passed. The bun. gentleman "ays 
that he cannot understand the represeuta
tives of mining di>tricts opposing this Bill, 
but the miners want the s'n1;e fairplay 
that is shown to every other class in the 
community. It is the duty of those hon. mem
bers who represent the working mingrs of the 
colony to see that they get fair play, and mining 
members are more th<~n justified in opposing 
this Bill on account of the much higher rates 
which the miners will have to pay on this l.ine. 
The hon. member for Cambooya got up here the 
other day, and made the absolutely shameless 
confession that he was in favour of these Bills, 
because, if we get private companies to construct 
our railways in Northern Queensland, there 
would be all the more money left to build 

agricultural lines in the Southern rortion of the 
colony. The miners of l'\ orthern Queen•land 
are to be taxed up to their eyes in order to provide 
cheap railage for the farmers in the Southern por
tion of the colony, in addit.ion to which tho e 
miners are to pay 50 per cent. mone in freight 
for the railage of their own goods over private 
railways. Is there anything just or honest in 
such a syc.tem? Of conrse the Secretary for 
Railways poses as a mining authority, too, and 
he says that individual miners can do nothing 
except in alluvial ground. I would like the hon. 
gentleman to turn round and ask the hem. melll
ber for \Voothakata bow fa" a tunnel was driven 
on the Hodgkinson by one single miner. 

The SECRETARY FCI\ RAILWAYS : Has it paid 
him? 

Mr. G IVENS : He has managed to make a 
fairly decent living out of it. He haR drivcm a 
tunnel into a hill further than any of the big 
corn panie:; ever succ~:hled in doing. 

Mr. NEW ELL: He never Bmployed any labour. 
Mr. GIVENS: The hon. member has the 

sarne old cry, "He never ernployt-d any labour.'' 
The hon. member is a very large &torekeeJ•er in 
the \IV ootbakah1 electorate, but does he nwan to 
tell me that he employs all the men who arA 
working in his stores and driving his cart,, an<l 
everything else? He does not; emnloy a solitary 
one of them. It is the working miners who bn:<' 
his goods who employ them ail, and I employ 
juRt as many men as either the hon. meillber or 
th.e Secretary for Rail ways. I dare say I wear 
as much clothing as either of those hon. members, 
and I employ as many men to "e:tve them. l 
dare say I perspire as freely as the Secretary for 
Railv.rayR, and e1nploy as rna.ny washerwou1en to 
wash my shirts as the Secretary for Raihvn.:r~, 
and I dare bay that I wear l•Ut as many bo"t" aH 
the hon. gentleman, and employ as many boot
makers. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vhat \\'afil" 
do you give? 

Mr. GIVENS: The hon. gentleman cl"""· not 
pay {·d. in wages--

The SPEAKER: Ord"r! 
Mr. GIVENS: Supt•osing tbe hon. gentleman 

bas a sheep farm and has a couple of kanakas 
working on that farm, he does not pay thos<> 
kanakas their wagA~. It is the people who wear 
the clothes that are made from the wool th" t is 
grown on the sheeps' bocl<s on the hon. gentle
m:tn's farm that pay those kanakas. 

The SPRAKER : Order ! 
Mr. GIVENS: As a justification for the con

struction of r·rivafe ru:hv:1y~ the 8ecretary for 
Railways said thtlt the mining industry cannot 
be developed without the assistance of these rail
ways. Now, is that in accordance with facts? 
VVe know that until the latter portion of 18!)7 we 
had no private railways in Queensland, and will 
the hon. gentleman say that the mining industry 
of Queensland was not magnificently developed 
before that date? Take the Herberton district, 
which is represented by the hon. memuer for 
VVoothakata. That hem. membl'r knows how, 
working under enormous difficulties-having to 
pay as high as £25 a ton for the carriag-e of their 
tin to the coast-that district was magnificently 
developed. And tin was not at an extraordinarily 
high price then either-only from £0!\ to £100 a 
ton, if I recollect aright. That was before 
there was any railway at all in that district. 
The mines there have been dew,loped chiefly by 
the energy and the sl<i:l and the enterprise of the 
working miners. They btuck to the field when 
it was deserted by the men who came there to do 
big things by means of imported capital. And 
now the attempt is being made to oust those 
working miners by big syndicates. \V e. hear a 
great deal of what has been done by the Ohillagoe 
syndicate, but it is not the operations of that 



Mount Garnet, Etc., [18 SEPTEMBER.] Tr.1mway Bill. 851 

syndicate that ha.ve caused the present progress 
and prosperity of the di.trict at all. That is 
due to the large rise in the price of copper and 
other minenls. That prosperity would have 
taken place if the Chillag-oe syndiu:.te had never 
sighted the district-if it had never evBn sighted 
Cairns. Certainly they were astute enough to take 
ad vantage of the rise in the price of minerals, and, 
knowing- that there were large mineral deposits 
in the ChiJJa,goe <l.istrict, they came and fore
stalled the m~rket, awi now we are told that 
they developed the district. It is not at all 
certain to me whether Queensland will not yet 
bitterly repent some of the many undue conces
sions which have been given to the Chilbgne 
syndicate. \Ye have found in connection with 
that synrlicate-and I suppo,.e we shall 'ee the 
s~tme thing in connection with the Mount 
G:trnet syndicate-that the whole of the min0s 
in the district have been locked up under illegal 
exemptions, simply because there is work being 
done by some other proprietary on the railway. 
Mr. Moffatt got exemptions for a large number 
of leases for ahout two years, which were 
held in his name, on the plea, as stated by 
the Government in reply to a question I 
put to them, that there was work being done 
on the Chillagoe Railway which representerl 
the work that should be done on 1\Ir. Moffatt';; 
lAases. But that was an entirelv different 
proprietary, and the exemptions were quite 
illegal, and would not be allowed by anyone 
except by a party that desired to confer a 
special benefit upon the company. N otwith
standing all the enormous development that is 
talked about, we find that all the mines are held 
under expmplion. 'fhe result is that swindles 
are very likely to be worked. The amount of 
information phced at onr disposal to help us to 
arrh·e at a decision on thi,; Bill io pracLicatly nil, 
and the Premier has broken the distinct promise 
he m 1.de to the leader of the Oppr"it.ion ;ome 
time ago. 

The SPEAKER : Order! 

Mr. GIVENS: I bave a distinct recollection 
that thB Premier, in reply to the leader of the 
Oppo,ition, stated that every available inform:t
tion would be furnished to hon. mem'ners, 
including all the correspondence and papers 
connected with the railwavin each case when the 
Bill came on for the seco~d reading, and thue 
was actually a motion to that effect carrier] in 
the House; yet we find that not a single tittle of 
infornmtion has heen laid on the talJle in 
reference tn thi, Bill, but accompanying the Bill 
is a map which is of the most mea~re description 
and does not give any idea of the relation 
of th!' line to the surrounding country. \Vhen 
we find that this promised information is 
not given, I think we are entitled to be 
suspicious about this sort of treatment; and 
only fur the fact thttt I mn not of a very 
suspicious nature myself I would be inclined 
to suspect that the Government had something to 
conceal. The leader of the Opposition alluded to the 
method by which these syi1dicate., would perhap;; 
not only take down the public hut even corrupt 
members of Parliament; and I a""ree with the 
hon. gentleman's remarks in that connection. 
There is always a d:>nc-Pr nf the<e big syndicates 
going in for lobbying, and th 'Y might be able to 
exercise such undue influence that members 
would be unable to withstand the temptation. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: Y on speak for 
yourself. 

Me. GIVENS: I am just as well able to speak 
for the hon. member as for myself in that con
nection. I don't know any man that should be 
submitted to nndue temptation; and I would 
like to remind the hon. member that in most 

Christian communities the morning prayer is 
generally that divinely taught one-" Lead ns 
not into tfmptation." 

Hon. D. H. DALRBIPLE: The devil can quote 
Scripture. 

Mr. GIVENS: The hon. member for Mackay 
seems tq think himself secure ; at any rate, he 
seems willing to walk open-eyerl into temptation. 
\Ve know th~t in other countries this thing 
has become a scandal, :;nd without going to other 
countries \ve have a case here under our own 
eyes. During the la~t clay or two we have had 
a fraudulent prospectus issued under the signa
ture' of s·>me of the most prominent men in 
New South \Vales and Queensland-under the 
signatures of men occupying prominent positions 
in the Parliament of this colony in the other 
House; and that is proof positive that this influence 
is continually at work. I believe th'lt if I did 
anything of the kind the Government would 
rightly subject me to prosecution, and lai1d me 
in St. Helena for the next five years ; and I 
want to know why these highly placed gentlemen 
are not subjected to prosecution the same as any 
other individual--

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
is violating the rules of debate. 'l'he rule on this 
point is that imputations of falsehood against 
members of the other Chamber are out of order. 
I trust that the hon. member will observe that 
rule. 

Mr. McDoXALn : Speak of them as directors. 
The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. GlYENS: I don't know very much about 

those hon. gentlemen in their capacity as legis
lators, and I should not like to criticise their 
conduct in that capacity. I only know those 
gentlemen in their capacity as provisional 
directors of a proposed public company, and I 
contend that in that capacity I have a right to 
show the connection that exists between indi
viduals of that kind and companies such as 
thP'<e. And I contend, if I am in order, that it 
should be the pride of the Government, no 
matter how high any individual may be placed, 
to enforce respect for the law by seeing that the 
law is impartially administered. To the honour 
of the British Parliament, and to the honour of 
the British Government be it said, no matter 
how bip;h a position a man might occupy, 
dir, ctly he violated the law, the law pounced on 
him and made him suffer. 

The SPEAKER: Order 
Mr. GIVENS: It appears that I am not in 

order in discussing this subject now. But before 
I sit down I want to enter a protest against the 
particular portion of the country I have the 
honour to represent being made the happy hunt
ing ground for private syndicates ; and if the 
hon. member for \Voothakata was to get np in 
his place and say that the people of W oothakata 
as a whole were in favour of this particular rail
way as against the proposed State rail way from 
Atherton to ;\Iount Garnet, I think he has a very 
different idea of what constitutes public opinion 
in his electorate from what I have. I was pre
sent at a meeting in Herberton at which the hon. 
member was also present, and that meeting was 
unanimous in favour of the State building 
the rail way from Atberton. If the hon. member 
was as free as I am to express his opinions, and 
was not restrained by political exigencies, he 
would s«y that nine out of ten of the people of 
\Voothak:cta, ao well as the people of Cairns, 
were oppo,ed to this particular rail way; and 
though there may be some justification for a 
syndicate railway where it is wanted by the 
people of the district and the members repre
senting the district, there is no justification for 
such a rail way where the people and their 
members are opposed to it. I ask the Minister for 
Railways did the people of W oothakata askforthis 
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Bill? Did the people of Mount Garnet ask for it? 
Did the member for W oothakata ask for the Bill? 
I defy the Secretary for Railways to answer any 

of those questions in the affirmative. 
[9'30 p.m.] There is only one set of people who 

are asking for this Bill. As a matter 
of fact, the Mount Garnet Company do not ask 
for it; all they wanted was the rh;ht to build 
a tramway under the Mining Act. It is the 
Chillagoe Company who desire this measure, and 
that shows the danger of granting such conces
sions to private syndicates. Instead of being 
satisfied with the concession granted to them, 
they reach out their hands for more. As has 
been stated by the leader of the Oppmition this 
afternoon, the chairman of the Mount Garnet 
Company has said the company do not care a 
straw whether they get this Bill through at all, as 
they could build a tram way to suit themselves under 
the Mining Act. It is the Chillagoe Syndicate, and 
nobody else, who are anxious for this Bill, and we 
find that everywhere you turn in this Rouse you 
rnn up against the Chillagoe influence. It is not 
open, but it is there all the same, and no matter 
how strong your arguments may be, no matter 
how good a case you may make out, directly you 
rnn up against that influence you can do 
nothing. I say that is a dangerous thing to 
have in this Rouse, and that all hon. members, 
no matter on which side of the House they may 
sit, should hesitate greatly before they do any
thing which would tend to assist, or solidify, or 
consolidate that inflnence. I do not intend to 
occupy any more of the time of the House on 
this subject. 'I' his Bill is framed on similar lines 
to those of the other private rail way Bills before 
the House, and has all the defects they have got, 
and I shall insist, if it goes into committee, on 
moving many amendments in >tdirection which I 
think will materially alter the measure, and 
make it more effecth e and more conducive to the 
welfare of the public who will be served by it if 
it is passed. I hope it will not pass, and I will 
do all I can in a legitimate way to prevent it 
becoming law. If the people of the district do 
not want a Bill of this kind it is not the duty of 
the Government to try to force it upon them. 
Were it not for the fact that people want to make 
money quickly by fleecing the public, we should 
not hear so much about these priv>tte railw>tys. 
These private syndicates use vlausible argurnPuts 
with the members of the Government. 'What 
those arguments may be, it is not for me to say. 
I did not hear them. But they no doubt nHed very 
plausible arguments, with the result that they 
convinced the Secretary for Rail ways and the 
other members of the Government that it was 
absolutely essential for the welfare of the public 
that a syndicate should be given the right to 
build a railway to fleece the public. 'rhere is not 
one of these syndicates cares a straw about the 
welfare of the peovle, and it is a piece of pure 
hypocrisy to ~ay that they do. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR RAILWAYS: It might be 
said that it is a piece of pure hypocrisy on your 
part. 

Mr. GIVENS: I am here in a representative 
capacity, and I am paid to represent the people, 
but the Chillagoe syndicate, or any other syndi
cate, is not paid to represent the people in any 
way, and the only way they can make a profit is 
by fleecing the people. 

Mr. NEWELL : Who are the Chillagoe syndi
cate? 

Mr. GIVENS: The Chillagoe syndicate are an 
association of men banded together for the pur
pose of making very large profits out of a conces
sion they were granted by Parliament. But who 
compo.3e that syndicate is more than I know, 
and more than the hon. member for W oothakata 
knows. 

l\fr. NEWELL : Do you know any of the 
perwns? 

Mr. GIVENS: Yes, I do. I believe that at 
one time the hon. member fnr vVoothakata was 
a shareholder in thtl syndicate, and he may be 
one now fer all I know, and l can assure the 
House that I have a sincere admiration for that 
gentleman in many respects. There are other 
men in this House who, I know-or at le>L-~t who 
have told me-are shareholders in the syndicate. 
I have no means of knowing who are the members 
of the syndicate beyond the unsupported word of 
the members who told me that they were share
holders, and there is nobody else knows who the 
members of the synoicate are, because the share 
list is not worth the paper it is written on. 
Anybody who believes that such and such a person 
own,somanyshares, simply because he is set do\\ n 
on the share list for that number, must he a Yery 
simple individual. Everybody knows that when 
a syndicate is bearing the market shares are 
changing hands every day and iJaymen t of the 
stamp duty is avoided by not registering them. 
There is no law to compel them to regi ,ter their 
transfere, with the rc.;ult that ie six months, let 
alone in two and a-half years, there is no record 
at all of the persons who compose a syndicate 
carrying on business in the colony. But it does not 
matter who the members of the Chillagoe syndi
cate are ; their operations are before us, we know 
what they are doing. It has been said that they 
are not trying to fleece the public. But is it not 
a matter,,,£ fact that they have put the freights 
on their railway 50 per cent. over the rates on 
the Government railway? And even if the 
Government railway rates are reduced 50 
per cent. witbin the next five years, the 
Chillagoe syndicate will have the right to charge 
their present rates, and the people in that dis
trict may be paying for forty-seven years an 
inordinately high tariff in order tha\ the people 
in the South may have money to build railways 
in their part of the colony, notwithstanding that 
theN orthern railways are paying better than 
the Southern lines. If, in face uf these facts, any 
Northern member can support a Bill to hand 
over North Queensland to be exploited by syndi
cate.3, he has not the interest of his constituents 
or the intere't of Queensland truly at heart. 

Mr. KEWELL ( Wouthakata): My name ha,; 
been so often mentioned during this debate that 
I am compelled to say a few words. There has 
been a great deal of talk about this iniquitous 
syndicate-the Chillagoe syndicate-and the 
evils they have brought on the electorate of 
Woothakata and the e!ectorate of Cairn A. vV ell, 
as far as I can judge, those iniquities have come 
in the shape of a blescing. Before the Chillagoe 
Company came to that part of the \Voothakata 
electorate in which they are located, it was in a 
very poor way indeed, and there was very little 
work going on, and very little prospect of any
thing being done. Mines which had been worked 
were closed on accuunt of the want of facilities 
for carrying the produce to market, the works 
were lying idle, and the township was deserted. 
The Chillagoe Railway Bill was on the same 
principle as this BilL And what do we find 
to-day? There are townships springing up 
in all directions, and hundreds of men are 
employed, not only in the Chillagoe district, 
but also all along the line from JHareeba. 
Hundreds of miners have been enabled to make 
a living and settle in the districts. TeamstE-rs 
have been able to get employment, and so far 
from carriers having been driven out of that 
district, there are n,ore there now than there 
were before the Chillagoe Railway came into 
existence. Now the same thing is said auout 
this Mount Garnet line; it is said it is going to 
ruin the district. I maintain that it is going to 
do nothing of the sort. It is going to be the 
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making of the district. I agree with a great 
deal th~t the hon. member for Cairns says 
about this line from Mareeba and Atherton 
to Mount Garnet being the best. I do not say 
it would not be the best; I say I would like 
to se~ that line built. I say it would go through 
the finest agricnltuml land, I suppose, to be 
found in Australia. I speak from my own know
ledge of that, because I have been on the 
country. I have lived on it for over twenty 
years, and I know it very well. One side of 
the proposed line will touch the centre of that 
district, and they say it is only goino- to benefit 
Mount Garnet. Nothing of the kind. It goes 
right from tho 55-i\'hle on the Chillagoe line, 
and it will benefit A vnn Creek, California Creek, 
Halpin's, Glenlinedale, Coolgarra and several 
other ]Jlaces. At Coolgarra, where there were 
only two public-houses and a few empty houses, 
works are going up. There is to be a 20-hP"td 
stam per battery erected, and all that has been done 
"ince the Chillagoe Railway came into existence. 

Mr. REm: How many "pubs" and emr,ty 
houses? 

J\Ir. NEvVELL : There are now four or five 
hotelo there and other improvements. 

::\fr. G!VENS: vVhat has the Chillagoe Railway 
to tlo with Coolgarra? 

The SPEAKER : Order! 
Mr. NEWELL : I am speaking of the Mount 

Garnet line, which, I say, is going to benefit 
Coolgarra. It will be only a few miles from that 
township-a\ any rate, within ten or eleven miles 
of it. Of course every mine cannot have a rail
way to it, but this line will benefit several. It 
will benefit Smith's Cr~ek, and, generally, a very 
large area of good mmeral country. I admit 
that it will not go through agricultural land at 
all. It is all mineral country which it will pass 
through-country worthless so far as grazing or 
agriculture are concerned. It is simply mineral 
land that it will affect, and it is simply required 
for the mineral districts for the purpose of getting 
the ore from the mines to the market. Now, in a 
very short time the smelting will be commenced 
at :I\Iount Garnet-as soon as they can get wttter. 
They have three large furnaces there all ready 
to start, and it is supposed that these will turn 
out about 200 tons a week. How many teams 
will it take to take that to the coast? I will just 
ask any hon. member here, or the hon. member 
for Cairns, ·,v ho knows a little about how many 
tons of ore can be put on a wagon, to calcu
late how many it will require to take 200 tons a 
week to the coast. 

An HoNOUl\ABLE MEMBEI\: You have to get 
that 200 tons first. 

Mr. NI<JvVELL: It will take fifty teams a 
week. Then in addition to that a district like this 
will require a quantity of provisions; and all 
this carriage could not be done at a remunera
tive rate unless they got railway communication. 
For my <hVn part I do not care whether we get 
this line or the line from Atherton, so long as a 
line get::; there, aud ~ets there as quickly as 
possible: I have no ['articular desire to see this 
railway built before Ghe other, or the other built 
hefore this one, ''0 long a.-; one of them is built. 
I have a! ways said that, although the bon. 
member for Cairns has invariably spoken of me 
M if I wer<l tied hand and foot to the Chillagoe 
Railway and "''me other compa.ny. i'Jothing of 
the kind. I have never recdved from the Mount 
Garnet Cmnpany a scmtch of the pen to indicate 
that they w:>ntcd this line taken there. I 
suppose they thought I might or might not be in 
favour of it, and probably they did not care to 
risk writing to me on the subject. 

Mr. G!VENS: Were you asked to support a 
prh·ate railway from Atherton to Mount Garnet? 

Mr. NEWELL: I have never received a 
scratch of the pen from the Mount Garnet Com
pany or any other comvany-I have never been 
asked to support any private line. I have stated 
publicly before that I was always in favour of 
Government rail ways being built in preference to 
private railways, but if the Government are not 
prepared to build lines to open up the mines, or 
to any other portion of the country which requires 
to be opened up, I am in favour of private indi
viduals being allowed to do so, so that the devel
opment of the country may go on as quickly as 
possible, and the affairs of the colony not be kept 
back through the want of a little railway com
munication. What is the use of having a 
lot of mines in outside districts that you 
cannot utilise properly ? There is only one 
thing you can do with them, and that is shut 
them down. That is what the hon. members on 
the other side of the House want still to see. 
They do not want any further population, llnd 
they do not want to see any actual advance. 
They want to see the country remain as it is. 
vVhat is it that has sent other countries along? 
What is it has made the United States of 
America? vVhat is it but its railways? It is 
the same with New South \Vales, with Victoria, 
and other Australian colonies. Wherever you 
have railways that part of the country advances. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON : Where you have State 
railways. 

Mr. NE WELL: It does not matter whether 
there are State milways or private railways. If 
this Bill passes, the company will be able to 
charge 50 per cent. more than the Government 
charge on their rail ways ; and I will ask every 
hon. member if he had that privilege given to 
him whether he would not exercise it? For what 
else would it be put in the Bill? What use 
would there be in putting it in the Bill if they 
would not exercise it? 

Mr. Bl\OWNE : That was denied on the other 
side. 

Mr. NEWELL: If the Chillagoe Railway 
Company had started to charge just the Govern
ment rates, and based their schedule on that 
published by the Government, and afterwards 
found it necessary to charge something more, 
what a cry there would be. 'Why there would be 
petitions; and such a howl would go up through
out the whole district, and throughout the 
country; and there would be no end to·the dis
cussion about it. I think they did quite right to 
show that they had the privilege, and they can 
reduce the rates later if they like. 

Mr. LESINA : Are you in favour of construct
ing a State line there? 

Mr. NI<JWELL : If the hon. member had been 
here a few minutes ago he would have heard 
what I said. 

Mr. LESINA : I have been here since you got up. 
Mr. NEWELL : I will not repeat it for the 

hon. gentleman. If he chooses to be outside, 
that is his own lookout. 

Mr. LESINA: vVould you vote against a State 
line there? 

Mr. NEWELL : So much for this talk about 
the 50 per cent. It must be remembered, too, 
that everything in that district is much higher 
than in the Southern portion of the colony, and 
I am one of those who believe that even where 
State lines are built in out-of-the-way districts, 
where they cost more to build, the people 
benefited should be asked to pay accordingly 
also. 

Mr. REID : \Vould not the company get their 
things at the same cost as the Government, and 
why then should they charge more? . 

:\fr. NEWELL : I believe they would get 
them cheaper than the Government. 

Mr. REm : Then why charge 50 per cent. 
more? 
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Mr. NEWELL : I have said that I think the 
people benefited should be asked to pay for the 
extra cost of building either a State line or a 
private line in outside places. Take the instance 
of private carriers like Cobb and Co. You do 
not find them charging the same fares for con
veyance in outlandish places that they do in the 
Southern portions of the colony. They do not 
fix one tariff for the whole of Australia. 1f they 
charge diffPrent rates in different places I do not 
see why the Government, or a private railway 
company, should not do the same thing. On the 
Cairns line-which cost a great deal of money-I 
remember that on the start of the line to Mareeba 
a liLtle more was charged on that line th:>n in 
the Southern portion of the colony, and I was 
one of a deputation to get the increased charge 
reduced. Of course, if I could get it reduced I 
was prepared to do so, but at the same time 
if the Government had thought fit to say, "No, 
this line cost so much, and is costing the revenue 
so much every year, and the peop:e in that 
district must do something to help to make up 
the loss upon it," I should not have grumbled 
about it-not a bit. Talking about syndicates 
and the concessions they want to get to float 
them, the syndicates that get concessions are not 
the only syndicates that want to make money; 
and I was verj glad to hear the reply the Secre
tary for Mines gave to-day to the questions 
asked about the North Chillagoe Company. 
There is nothing I abhor more than to hear of 
these "wild-cat" schemes being put before the 
country to fleece people. I think I know v, ry 
well where the North Chillagoe mines are, 
though I may not know them by the names they 
go by now. I believe they are the "ame mines 
as I saw some years ago, and I believe some of 
them are very good properties. At the same 
time, I believe that the report that was sent out 
was anything but a creditable report, and I am 
very pleased to hear the action that has been 
taken. · 

Mr. BROWNE : The report was good enough 
for anything, without manipulating. 

Mr. NE\VELL : It was good enough, and if 
they had stuck to the report as it came out it 
would have been quite sufficient for anything 
they required. But somA people are not satisfied 
with telling the truth, they must go a litGle 
further. 

Mr. JENKINSoN : It was not mutilated in 
Queensland. 

Mr. NEWELL: Possibly the hon. gentleman 
could tell me where it was ma,nipulated. (Laugh
ter.) I can assure the hon. gentleman that I do 
not know where it was manipulated. 

Mr. J ENKINSON : I am as jealous of the honour 
of Queensland as any other member, and I say it 
was not done here. 

J\Ir. NEWELL: The hon. member for Cairns 
has repeatedly said that nine-tenthR of the people 
in W oothakata were against this Mount Garnet 
line. I would like to know how the hon. gentle
man found that out? 

The PREMIER : He knows everything·. 
Mr. KmsTON : Is it true ? 
Mr. NBWELL : I wonld like to know on 

what grounds he bases his assertion. I do not 
think a referendum has been taken in the die
trict. I have been watching the thing for some 
time and I never heard of it. I know that a 
great number of people at Atherton are against 
the line, as they wnnt a line via At~1erton. If I 
was settled in Atherton I would like to get a 
line there too. 

Mr. GIVENS : A good many people in Hor·ber· 
ton want it too. 

Mr. NEWELL : There are som8 people in 
Herberton who would prefer it. But ],t the 
hon, gentleman go out from those places to 
Irvinebank, Mount Garnet, and Coolgarra. Let 

him take the voice of the people there and does 
he think nine-tenths of them would he against 
this line. 

Thir. Grvln\s : I can show you letters from some 
of your own constituents against it. 

Mr. NE\VELL: I do not take much notice of 
th:tt. I c.;n tell the hem. gentleman that there is 
a gentleman connected wit.h the North Chillagoe 
named .J. 1\Iunro. I know Mr. Munro very well, 
and I know him to be one of the staunchest 
Labour men in the whole of the Chillagoe 
district. I do not take much notice of the,,e 
things. I dare say you will find him ::.gainst it, 
but if he found that the North Chill ague Com
pany were interested he would vote for it. 'fhe 
hon. member for Cairns only heard those who are 
against the line, and be did not hear those who 
are for it. 

Mr. GlVENS: Oh, ye.~, he did. 
Mr. REID : Perhaps there were none about. 
Mr. NEWELL : Heading through the Bill I 

think there are several things contained in it 
which will stand alteration when we come into 
committee, but I am in favour of the r•rinciple 
of the Bill-the principle of opening up the 
country. If I thought there was a possibility of 
the Government building a line to Mount 
Garnet I would give my vote against this 
line, but I do not see that there is any 
chance o[ the Government building a line there. 
\V e have had promise after promise of a line 
since 188"1, when a vote passed this House 
for a line from Herherton to the coast. 
Have we got that yet? No, and that line was 

asked tor sixteen years ago. \V e 
[10 p.m.] have not heard of tha"t railway at 

all. 'fhey have taken the line some
where else. A line has been promised from 
Mareeba to Atherton tin.e after time, but that 
has not been carried out. That line was passed 
by this House, hut it was thrown out by the 
Upper House, and I do not see any hope of this 
Mount Garnfl'G line being built, except by private 
enterprise. It is all very fine to say that the 
chairman of the company said that the company 
did not care w heth~r the line was built or not. 
I qu~otion very much whether he said that in the 
way it has been put before the House. 

Mr. BRO\YNE : I used his own words. 
Mr. NE\VELL : Yes, but it all depends on 

the way in which the words are read and under
stood. I think Mr. Chnpman is anxiously look
ing for a line to Mount Garnet, in order to have 
railway communication with the coast. 

Mr. BROWNE : But in a different form. A 
tramway would suit him. 

:\fr. NEWELL : The provision in this Bill is 
for a tramway. 

Mr. BROWNE: Under different conditions. 
:Yir. NE\VELI~ : I a.m prepared to state that 

the Mount Garnet Cnmpan,v are very anxious to 
have a railway on the conditions mentioned in 
other Bills; but I think they wonld be quite 
~atisfied with a tramway. This l\Iount Garnet 
Company will benefit the whole of the districte 
concerned, and they do nnt care about carryin,:; 
for the public, but the Government insist that 
they shall do so. 'I'he stipulations are vuy stiff. 
r~rhe cornpany ha:-; to keep everything in working 
order for the safety of the public, and they have 
to provide the accommodaticm thJ.t is required 
by -the )mblic. 

:Mr. BROWXE: The same conditions werP pro
posed in South Austraiia, and see what the Com
mis"ioner s~ys e,huut. them there. 

Mr. NE\VELL: 1'bis line is in Queensland. 
Are v·e to he gover 1ed by South Australi.1 ? \Ve 
are Rent here by the peuple of this colony to do 
the bet>t we can for the people here. 

Mr. BROWNE: Hear, heart 
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Mr. NEWELL : If S.mth Australia does so 
and so, it is not necessary that we should follow 
snit. If Scmth Australia has h<1cl a sac! experi
ence, we can b.mefit by that, and guard against 
anything of the sort here. We sh•mld act in a 
manner that we know from experience will 
benefit the people of thio; colony. I think the 
condi',ions in this Bill are such that ther., need 
be little fear for the interests of the public. 
Everything for the public benefit is provided for, 
'Llld the trains must be run according to the 
Cornrni:-;sioner's regulations. In fact, this is not 
a private line at all. It is a public line. 

Mr. REm: Owned by private people. 
Mr. NEWl~LL: All these lines are really 

public line,;. 
Mr. REm: vVho get>< the profits? 
Mr. NE WELL: They are all public lineo, 

under the contr"l of the Commissioner. 
Mr. REm: Owned by generous private com

panie,, 
Mr. NE WELL: 'rho hon. member for Cairns 

referred to some shareholders in the Chillagoe 
syndicate holding a similar position in the Mount 
Garnet Company. He i' quite right. I can 
name one man who is intere,ted in both cmn
panies-Mr. John Moffatt. Mr. Moffatt helped 
tn develop the whole of that country very 
mnterially. He has worked very hard there; he 
has h•st money, and his health and strength has 
been impaired. I reckon that Mr. Moffatt is the 
backbone and oinew of the whole of that district. 
I would like anyone to come forward and point a 
finger at Mr. Moffatt and say that anyone has 
worked harder than he has in mining in Queens
land. 

The l'HE>JIER : He was referred to a.s a thief 
and a swindler and a vagabond by one member 
opposite. 

Mr. HIGGS: No; you know that is untrue. I 
said there were thieves and vagahon<ls connected 
with these private railway companies, but I did 
not condemn those who work in the mining 
industry legitimately. 

The PREmER: You called syndicate peoplR 
thieves and rohbers. 

The SPI~AKER: Order! 
Mr. NEW ELL: I shall always stand up to 

rlefend Mr. Moffatt, if he is rlesignated--by 
those who do not know him-as a thief or a 
robber or a swindler. I have known that gentle
man for twenty-seven years, and no doubt some 
hon. members ha,·e known him longer than I 
bav~. During the whole of those years I have 
never known anynnn to speak harshly of tht· same 
Mr. Moffatt. HR has been a r2al friend to many 
a working man, and he has done more for these 
Northern mining districts than any man I know of. 
'l'here is no man in Queensland who knows more 
abouc the mining industry, or who has given 
more time and thought and expended more 
energy in connection with its development and 
in trying to bring about the present state of 
prosperity than Mr. Moffatt. vVhat he has done 
round T rvinebrmk, and in fact in the district 
generally. would do crerlit to any part of Aus
trali:l. He has helped to bring the district into 
prominence. It ic true tha,c you c:tn :find some 
Inen ont of mnployuwnt there, but you crtn do 
that in any <listrict in the colony, but there aru 
mum nwn mnplr>yed there sinclo the advent of 
the Ohi!logoe Railway Company than there were 
before. 

Mr. REm: To tb:lt in mining alone? 
Mr. NEW JeLL: The learler of the Oppo"ition 

kno1vs that when he was in that district the 
cla9S pf mining- thr1t 'v·~s carried on waR nf the 
greenhide-windJu,,,. orcl'er, but those days arc 
passed. The ri0h shoots of ore h:wc all been 
btken out, a,nrl they have 11o·v tn manipulate tho 
low-grade ores. In the old days we had to 
pay fr!}lll £8 up to £14 per ton for the carriage of 

minerals to the coast, and we had to pay as much 
as £25 per ton to carry good$ from Port Douglas 
to Herberton. I have paid ao much as £1 5s. a 
bushel for maize in Herberton. 

Mr. W. THDI\l<: I have paid £1 a bushel on 
the Darling Dilwns. 

Mr. NE WELL : If it had not been for those 
shoots of very rich ores, the miners could never 
have c~rried on. At that time the leases were in 
the hands of working miners, and when those 
rich shoots were worked out they had to abandon 
the ground. Now, after lying iclle for a lo!lg 
time, those leases are all being taken up agam, 
and you will find works going up in all parts of 
the district, and in a short time I hope to see a 
population of 40,000 or 50,000 in· the district ; 
but you cannot expect to gflt all these things in 
a day. \Ve must have all the appliances neces
sary, and one of those appliances is a railway 
or a tramway-whichever you like to call it. 
As the Premier said, there is nothing to prevent 
a line being built from Atherton to Mount 
Garnet. In fact, I think the day is not far 
distant when we will see a line starting from 
Cairns, and going right through to the Gulf of 
C1rpentaria, without touching a private railway, 
and there is no necessity that it should. It can 
go right through to the Croydon line without 
touching a private line at all. You can go from 
Mareeba to Atherton, thence to Mount Garnet, 
then on to Campbell Creek, and then to the 
Einasleigh. There are copper mines there and a 
good route all the way. 

::\1r. RlnD : But would it pay to do it, after 
these private railways are built? 

Mr. NEvVELL: Certainly it would pay. The 
only thing I am afraid of is that whatever 
Government may he in power will be like the 
present Govermnent, and will be a bit cautious 
about building railways. If the hon. members 
on the other side should happen to be in power, 
I expect they will hesitate, too, before they go 
headlong in for railway construction. I believe 
toey will weigh well any line before they start 
to build it, just as the present Government have 
been doing. The only thing is thttt there are one 
or two lines which the Government ought to have 
submitted to the House, so that we would have 
known what their intentions were. Amongst 
them is the line from 1\IIareeba to Atherton. 
That is a long-promised line, and one which has 
been badly wanted for a number of years. 

Mr. REm : The Council blocked that. 
Mr. NE WELL : I know that, but I trust that 

before long, where railway communication i& 
wanted, the Government will see their way 
either to build the lines themselves, or to allow 
private syndicates to build them. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Burke): Tt1e hon. member 
for W oothakata waxed rather warm over some 
statements which were supposed to have been 
made on this side attacking Mr. John Moffatt. I 
may say that I have lived in North Qneensland 
for a considerable number of years, and I have 
never heard a miner ontside this House, or any
one connected with mining in this House, say a 
wrong word against Mr. Moffatt. 

Mr. BROWNE : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MAXWELL : He has always been held 

in very high esteem by the people throughout 
North Queenoland, and wherever you go you 
will hea.r them rmying that probahly no man has 
d'>ne as much for the district of \Voothakata as 
Mr. Jl,loffatt has done. 

!\Ir, REil): I have heard the same thing said 
abnut Mr. Newel!. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: The hon. membor for 
\V oothakata s~id that even if Mr. Moffatt's 
name wns connected with anything that looked a 
little fishy he would still have the same faith in 
him. I would be very sorry to say that. We 
find that he is connected with the Chillagoe 
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Railway Syndicate, and that looks very fishy 
just now, considering that they are quarrelling 
among themselves about the division of the 
spoil. 

Mr. NEWELL: According to your idea. 
Mr. MAXWELL: It is not my idea at all. 

You can find it in the southern papers. 
Mr. BROWNE : Sir Malcolm McEacharn 

brought an action against them. 
'fhe PREMIER: Not against Mr. Moffatt? 
Mr. BROWNE : Against the company of which 

he is a member. 
The PREMIER: Not against the company at alL 
l\Ir. l\IAXWELL: No, against the original 

promoters. The introduction of this Bill seems 
to have been due to some spontaneous action on 
the part of the Government, because no con·e
spondence regarding it has been placed before us 
that would lead us to come to the conclusi m that 
it has been asked for. I have been in the district 
within the last few months. I was at Mount 
Garnet probably about the time that the hon. 
member for \Voothakata was last there, and 
from there I went to Herberton, and the general 
opinion in the district-and I may say even 
beyond the district-was that this is a line that 
should be built by the Government. The people 
believe that the line should go from Mareeba to 
Atherton, and then on to Mount Garnet. 
I am certainly of the same opinion as the 
hon. member for \Voothakata, that that is 
the line that ought to be built. I do not 
for one moment favour the construction of this 
line by private enterprise. This is a line 
that the Government ought to construct, and, as 
far as this tramway is concerned, going from 
Lappa Lappa to Mount Garnet, there are just 
the same difficulties in the way of building it as 
there are in going over the range behind Her
berton to Mount Garnet. There is certainly this 
to say in favour of I hat line-that at the foot of 
the range, on the Lappa Lappa side of Mount 
Garnet, there is the Mount Pardo copper-mines ; 
and I think from there to Mount Garnet that is 
all the copper-mines that this tramway will 
serve. Of course, if a man rides a bicycle over 
the country, and takes a walk now and then, he 
has a better idea of the country than a man that 
rode miles away in a coach. The Premier has 
never been over it. 

The PREMIER : I was over Lhe country years 
and years ago. I know more about it than you 
do. 

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman was 
not over it twelve months ago. 

The PREJ\IIER : A portion of it. There is no 
range to cross worth speaking of. It is not a 
third of the height of the Atherton range. 

Mr. MAXWELL : The hon. gentleman never 
went from Mount Garnet to Cardwell or he 
would have found a range. 

The PREJ\IIER : I rode from Mount Garnet. 
Mr. MAXWELL : Did not thd hon. gentle

man see a range ? 
The PREMIER : There is no need to cross it. 
Mr. MAX\VELL : The hon. gentleman rrmet 

have had something stronger than water to drink 
if he could not see a range when going from 
Mount Garnet. 

The PREMIER: I ask, Mr. Speaker, that 
the hon. member be requested to withdraw that 
remark. 

The SPEAKER: Unparliamentary language 
and words used in an offensive sense ought to be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. MAXWELL : I did not use them in an 
offensirre sense. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The words were 
offensive, and that should be a sufficient reason 
for the hon. member withdrawing thon. 

Mr. MAXWELL: l beg to withdraw them, 
ar,d I am sorry the hon. gentleman was offended. 
I should like to know what any syndicate has 
done in the W oothakata district ? A great deal 
has heen said about the many blessings conferred 
on the district by these syndicates; but I ask 
hon. members to look at the ·wild River 'l'ime' 
and see the amount of land locked up there week 
after week--see t!Je areas locked up there quite 
recently on which miners in that district-old 
men unable to compete with younger meJ? _for 
wages-would have been able to make a hvmg 
year after year. These ar~ some supposed 
blessings which these syndwates have con
ferred on the \YOrking men. The Bill also pro
vides for certain telegraphic communication to 
be made for the benefit of the Mount Garnet 
Company. Quite recently the holders of a 
coppnr mine in the district I have the honour tu 
represent appro&ched the department to endea
vour to get a telephone )ine laid on to their mine. 
l<'or some distance this had to go along the 
Government telegraph poles; and the company 
were prepared to plnce the line in working order, 
but the Government asked them to pay so much 
a mile for erecting at their own expense " wi~e 
on the Government telegraph poles. Under tins 
Bill this company can get all these concessions 
gratis, 

The PREMIER: You have not read the Bill. 
Mr. MAXWELL: Probably the hon. gentle

man has not seen it himself, and is quite satisfied 
to introduce anything that is passed into his 
hands. 'l'he Minister who introduced the 
measure tells us that the mining industry cannot 
be carried on by individual effort. :For years 
and years the whole of the mining industry in 
Queenslar:d was carried out by individual effort. 
Probably the development work of the greatest 
field in Australia to-day-that is, the work 
which led up to the proof of its permanency
was done by individunl effort. In the \Vootha
kata district, most of the development work 
has been done by individual effort; and I 
contend that if the Government are pre
pared to give these people the necessary 
as•istance that is due to them, the mineral and 
goldfields of Queensland would be still. further 
developed by individual effort. Some tune ago, 
when tbe Premier was speaking about the falsily
ing of these Government reports, it brou11ht to 
my mind a point I raised the other mght
namely, that every claim to be placed bdore the 
speculating public should have with it a report 
by the Government Geologist; and I have no 
hesitation in saying that would be the best 
inducement-one of the best inducements-that 
could be held out to people to speculate in these 
mines. I shall have a few amendments to pro
pose in this Bill, and I am glad to say that some 
of them will have the support of the hon. member 
for \Vootlwka!a, as he has promised to do hiK 
best to remodel the Bill on better liues. 

Mr, HIGGS (Fortit1uic Vallc!l): I heg tu move 
the adjournment of the debate_ 

Question-That the debate be now adjourned 
-put and passed ; and re,umption of the debate 
made an order for to-morrow. 

OPENING 01<' 'l'HE Ji'EDERAL P ARLIA
MEKT. 

PROPOSED VISIT OF DeKE AND DemiESS OF 
YORK. 

The PREMIJ<~R : Before we adjourn I take 
the liberty of reading the following cablegram 
which I have just received-

Her Majesty t.he Queen has been graciously pleased 
to assent on the recommendation of the Marquis of 
Salisbury to the visit of ll.R.H. The Duke and Duchess 
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of York to the colonies of Australasia iu the spring of 
next year H.R.H. the Duke of York will be commis
sioned by Her Majesty the Queen to open the first session 
of the Parliament of the Australian Commonwealth 
in her name. Although the Queen naturally shrinks 
from parting with he1· grandson for so long a period 
Her Majesty the Queen fully recognises the greatness of 
the occasion which will bring her colonies of A l_lStralia 
into Federal 'L'"nion and desires to give tllis special 
proof of her interest in all that concerns 
the ·welfare of her Australian suhjects. Her 
Jl..:Iajesty the Quet:n at the same time wishe~ to 
signify her sense of the loyalty and devotion which 
have prompted the spontaneous aid so liberally offered 
by all the colonies in the South African war and of the 
splendid gallantry of her colonial troops. Her 31ajf"'5ty'H 
assent to t,his visit is of course given on the as~nmption 
that at the time fixed for the depnrture of the Duke of 
York the circumstances are as generally favourable 
as at present and that no national in;..crcsts eall for 
His Royal Highness's pre:;eucc in this conntry. 

HONOcRABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The House adjourned at half-past 10 o'clock. 
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