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680 Supply. [ASS:fl~MHT.V 1 Question. 

THUH81lAY, G Sr·~I"mMlli'R, 1DOO. 

The Sr•~AKEH (Hon. Arthur M organ, Warwick) 
took the ch:tir at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPER. 
The following paper, bid npon the table of the 

House, was ordered to he pdntecl :--H~pnrt of 
the Public Service Board on charges preferred 
by the Dep:trtment of Public \Vorks against Mr. 
\Villiam Taylor Jack, Inspector of \Vorks. 

QUES'riON WITHOUT NOTICR 
STATg OF NOJ\THEHN RAILWAY. 

Mr. DUNSFORD (Ciuwtcn Towc1·s): I wish 
to ask the Secret:try for Hail ways, without 
notice-If his attention has been clrawn to a 
stat<>ment in the Nm·the,·n lllinn· to the effect 
that the Northern R:tilway is in a rlangerous con
dition? \Vill he inrrnine into the trntbfulne's of 
the statement, and, if it is true, take immediate 
steps to remedy the mn tter? 

The SlWRETARY FOR RAILWAYS (Hon . 
• T. l\furray, Nm·11wniJy) replied-My attention 
has not been Ppecinlly called to the parngrapb in 
rruestion, but I will take steps to ascertain if the 
statement is true or not. 

QUESTION. 
Occvr1 ERR OI<' FmcJmOLD AND OTHEH LANDS. 
Mr. KKRR(IJanoo), for Mr. Hardacre, asked 

the Home Secretary-
l. Have any returnR been obtained by tlw StatlF::tien.l 

Department ·with rdPl'ClWC to t.llc nnmbcr of oc1~npicrs 
and areas of freehold and other lands in different part.s 
of the colony, in response to a ret1nest by myself :5ome 
time ago? 
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2. If so, will the Home Secretary cnuse the same to 
be laid upon the table of the House for the information 
of members. 

The HOME SECRE'rARY (Hon. J. J!'. G. 
Foxton, Carna,·von) replied-

1. Some of the local authorities sent in returns in 
response to a request. made by the Registrnr-lleneral, 
but many have not done so, for various reasons assigned 
hy them. 

2. l do not propose to lay the papers on the table of 
the ~{ousc., as the returns are ineompletc, and the infor
nmt~on whkb they contttin would, thcrr!ore, be nlis
h~atlwg- as regards the colony as a whole. 

DEPUTY SPJ~A KER. 
At ten minutes before 4 o'clock, l\Ir. Speaker 

bemg unrtble to continne in the Chair the Chair
man of Committees took the Cbrtir 'a3 Deputy 
Spcctker during the Speaker's ab•ence. • 

COMPULSORY CONCILIATION AND 
ARBITRATION. 

Res•m1ption of adjourned debate on l\lr. C. 
l\fcDonald·s motion, That this Hou'e is of 
opinion that the time has arrived when the Go
v.e:nr:lent should intro~uce a Compulsory Con
C!hatiOn and A.rbitratwn llil! for the better 
setf·,Jement. of in,Jnstrial disputes. 

Mr. KIDS!'ON (Rockhampton) : In risin;< tn 
resume the discussion of this nwtinn, I think I 
nnght to thank the hon. jnniormemberfor l\Iackay 
for the courtesy he Khowerl to the mover of the 
motion when it was last under dj."cnssion in 
resuming his 'eat before he had finished what he 
want~d to say on. the snbject, for the purpose of 
allowmg the motiOn to be placed in a favonrable 
position on the bnsiness-paper. I think it was 
all the mor~J l~udable on the hon. member's part, 
because this IS one of those subjects in which 
the hon. member for Mackay revels on private 
rnen1ber~' afternoon. I generally diRagree very 
much w1th the IHm. member's conclusions on 
such subjects, hut tht"ro are very few mem
bers who do not pnjoy listening to the 
hon. member, lweause he goes into his sub
jcet very heartily. I think a motion of this 
kind is an indication that evf'n in Queensland 
progress has not come altogether to a sta.ndstill 
and that there is still soni.., little hope of som<~ 
fnrther advancement in civilisation. In the old 
days, when two gentlemen had a quarrel, the 
method of settling it was to go out into the back yard 
and prod one another with small swords nntil one 
or both had had enough of it. Trial by con1bat 
was a recognised metho<l of settling dispntPs 
betw.een individurtls, and society looked on with 
a smtle. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPT,E: It is not out of date 
with nations ve.t. 

Mr. KIDSTON: Unfortunately not but 
even in international dis]mtes, as the' hon. 
gentleman kno":s•. there is a rapidly growing 
c~m.~~nsus of opmwn amon~st the more highly 
Clvt,med and advanced natwns that war as a 
IrH-'::tns of settling international disputes is not 
only nn expensive method, but a very bad 
method of settling them. As a matter of frtct it 
!lever settles anything, except which of the t'wo 
IS the stron~er. 

Mr .• TACKHON: Have you never heard of 
eminent men justifying war? 

Mr. KIDS TON : Yes. I am not saying that 
~he devel?pment of nations may not have been 
m some Important respects helped on by the 
struggle between nationalities which we call 
war. I am sure that in my own country the 
clevelopm.ent of ~atiomtl .character was v.ery 
mnc!t asAist~d by Its centunes of struggle agmnst 
a ne1ghbourmg power. But in spite of that it is 
a. growing conviction amongst the best and 
hrgheot men of modern times that war is a desir
able thing to abolish, if we can see our way to 
abolish it. 

Mr. DAWSON: Why; Bridges justifies war. 
Mr. KIDSTON : The only difficulty is about 

seeing our way to abolish it. In civil disputes 
the only place where trial by combat remains as 
the method of eettling them is in regard to 
industrial dispute". In all other disputes that 
arise amongst men, the State has made provision 
that they shall be settled by an appeal to the 
law, by an appeal to reason ; that they shall be 
adjudicated upon and decided. 

Hon. D. H. DALIWMPLll: \Ve settle ours here 
by counting which is the strongf'r party. 

Mr. KIDSTON : And I think, as I said, the 
very movement that is going on to place indus
trial disputes in the same category in which we 
have already placed so many of our important 
ci vi! <]Uarreb is an evidence of a yet further 
development in civilisation. I should like to 
point out what seems to me to be a rather strik
ing feature in this matter. You will notice that 
not only in Queensland, but in every other l'lace 
where the mattter is being agitated, that it is 
the extreme Labour men-the agitators, the low 
peojJle who go about fomenting troubles and all 
that sort of thing-who are trying to get the 
settlement of this class of disputes put upon 
snch a footing as will end the evil consequences 
of strikes and lockouts. On the other hand, 
it is the very superior pPrsons-it is the class who 
always tno<lestly describe themselves as right
thinking persons--who are opposing, and in some 
cases opposing- VHry bitterly, any attempt to do 
away with tht e1·il consequences of trade dis
putes. So far as I ha 1·e had anything to do with 
indnstriol disputes, I think it is quite futile to 
say to the men, "Do not strike," or to the 
masters, " Do not lock out." So long as there 
are two classe"l engaged in industrial entPrprise
so long as there is one class getting wages and 
another claHs paying wa.gPs, it is natuntl and 
hnman to suppose that repeated and continmtl 
differences of opinion will grow up between those 
two classee. J~ach dog w:>nts the largest possible 
share of the bone ; and it is only hy recognising 
that lwth must snffer if they quarrel over the bone 
that the necessity beclmles apparent that some 
better method should be adopted to settle 
their disputes. It very seldom happens that 
the wrong is all on one side, and that the 
right is all on the other side. Industrial 
disputes, from their very nature, are specially 
suited for settlement by conciliatory methods
by a tribunal to which both parties can appeal. 
\Vhen the Premier rose to reply to the hon. 
me m her for l<'Iinders he indicated that he had no 
particular objection to conciliation until you 
proposed to make it compulsory. But I would 
point out that where both parties are willing to 
settle the matter by conciliatory methods there 
is no occasion at all for the 3tate to interfere. 

Mr. JACKSON: Except to provide the machi
nery. 

Mr. KIDS TON : Certainly ; and as a matter 
of fact a vast amnnnt of good has been done by 
such machinery in other countries. "\Vbat I 
cbim is that compulsion, if not a necessary, is at 
least a very desirable element in making concilia
tion effective. Thehon. member for Maclwy, with 
the rare faculty he has for chopping logic, 
attempted to make a great deal of sport out of 
the somewhat contradictory phrase" compulsory 
conciliation." But we know quite well that the 
average man is not a logic-chopping animrtl; he 
does not settle the business of everyday life 
according to the definitions he finds in the dic
tionary. To my mind, as I said, almost the 
whole virtue of such a proposal lies in t!Hl 

fact of making it compulsory. l<'or instance, if 
you made the settlement of civil and criminal 
cases by our laws optional, would they be half 
as effective as they are ? If a strong man 
assaulted you, and you tried to take him to 
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court, and found that the law provided that 
unle8s the strong man was willing to go to court 
you could not bring him there ; or if a debtor 
refused to pay a debt and you proposed to take 
him to court, and you found the law did not 
permit you to take him to court unless he was 
willing-surely that would be a state of the law 
to he amended. The whole virtue of our system 
of law is that the weak man under it can compel 
the strong man to go to an impartial court and 
apply to have the dispute settled by an impartial 
third person. Anrl I venture to say that if any 
man proposed to amend our system of l&w in 
accordance with the I'remier's n;1tion as to keep
ing compulsion out of it it would he scoutPd. 

The Pm>J;\IIER: I did not propose to do that at 
all, 

Mr. KIDSTON : I think that in many ca,es 
of trade disputes, conciliation, without compul
sion at the hack of it, would be larg·ely ineffect,ive, 
just as it would be in other cases. I admit that 
it has done much good elsewhere, and I do not 
doubt that it would do a great deal of good here; 
but the very worst kind of cases, the very cases 
where some interference hy the State was 
necessary, the very cases which most require 
such legislation to help towards a settlement
those would be just the kind of cases that wonld 
not be so settled when a sHrious trouble anme
that is, without compuhion. For instance, T 
think it was somewhere about J B!JO that the 
miners and the masters at Broken HilL 
after having a dispute, which was settled 
by a conference, came to a mutual agree
ment that all future disputes between them 
were to be settled by arbitratinn. And yet 
within two years after that, when a dispute 
arose, the masters refused to go to arbitration; 
and there was no power, either in the St>tte or 
in the miners, to compel the masters to keep to 
their previous agreement to go to arbitration; and 
one of the most bitter strikes in Australia 
occurred there at that time, which would not 
have occurred at all if that a2reement, which 
they made two years previously, could have 
been made compu!Rory, as any other civil con
tract can be made compulsory in the ordinary 
course. I think everyone recognises that 
there must be of necessity certam differences 
of opinion between the payers of wages and 
the receivers of wages. Such thmgs will 
always occur. I think everyone recognises that, 
human nature being as it is, those differences of 
opinion will often run to a serious dispute, and 
I think everyone recognises that when these 
things do occur it is might which prev>l.ils and 
not right. It is the strong; it is the ones who 
can stand the longest, that win, irrespective of 
whether they are right or wrong. 

Mr. J ACKSON: Don't the public back the 
right? 

Mr. KIDSTON : Yes ; and that is one of 
the elements of the str•mgth of the weaker 
party. But the syn1pathy of the public does 
not always go on· the merits of the question, 
because the public very often does not 
know the merits of the question. I think it 
is also generally recognised that the general 
community may be injured, and, as a matter of 
fact, is al:va:l.'s injured, by such disputes. Surely 
the Prem1er '" well aware that the community, 
which is in the position of a third party, being 
unable, either on behalf of the men or on behalf 
of the masters, to settle the dispute, is yet injured 
sometimes to a very material extent l:y such dis
putes ; and therefore they ought to have a 
voice in the settlement of them. They ought 
to be able to prevent the <lisputants from 
injuring the general community. And I think 
everyone recogni"es-even the Premier recog
nises-that it would be much better for all 
concerned if an apreal to reason could be su bsti-

tuted for an appeal to force, The hon. member 
for Mackay claimed that it was not practicable 
for the State to compel the parties to such dis
putes to appeal to reason ; and he argued at 
very great length to show that it was not prac
ticable. Now, I think that, in a matter of this 
kind particularly, an ounce of fact is worth a 
bushEl of argument. "What are the facts? In 
regard to other matters of civil disputes amongst 
men we have found that the law which compels 
all to come to court, while it does not altogether 
prevent those disputes, does prevent them from 
being carried to such lengths as to he injurious 
to society. And in regard to this very important 
matter, the experience of New Zealand has 
shown that there is really no more impractic
ability in compelling the disputants in trade 
clisputes to come to court, and abide by the settle
ment of the court, than there is in other civil 
disputes. I have taken a good de3l of interest 
in the working of the Conciliation and Arbitra
tion Act in New Zealand. It is a matter I 
thought a good deal about a long time before 
the law was adopted in New Zealand; and so 
far as I have had an opportunity, I have 
not,iced in New ~ealand newspapers the way in 
which the Act has operated there ; and I have 
no hesitation o,t all in saying that the experience 
of New ~ealand for the last five or six years 
clearly proves that it is just as practicable t,o deal 
with cases of industrial disputes in court as it 
is practicable to deal with assault cases in comt_ 
The Home Secretary, while he i3manifestlytrying 
to refrain from the obnoxious habit he has of inter
jecting while other hon. gentlemen are speaking, 
yet lonks up with a superior kill<! of smile, as if 
he could correct me only that he is holding him
self under restraint. As a matter of fact, what 
J have said is common knmvledge, not only in 
New Zealand, but also in every other place 
where people have paid any attention to the 
working of conciliation in New ~ealand. Still 
another obj0ction is raised, and th><t is whether, 
admitting that the State can effectively deal 
with this matter, it is dPsirahle that the t'ltate 
shoul<l do so-whether it is not an nnwarmntable 
interferPnce with the liberty· of the 'subject--

The H mm SJW!tE'fARY : Hear, hear! 
lVIr. Kll>STON: :For th~ State to prevent 

men from settling their trade disputes in their 
own way. Now, the Home SPcretary says, 
"He<tr, hear," in a way which I take as indi
cating- that it is his opinion that such a thing 
would be an unwarrantable interference with the 
liberty of the subject. That is a matter which 
mav be debated, of cour"e, but I will just point 
out' that the subject has exceedingly little 
liberty in our community. 

The Ho~n; SECRE1'ARY : He will have less if 
this becomPs law. 

Mr. KIDSTON: The hon. gentleman has just 
now in hand a Bill which i,s cal

[4 p.m.] culated to limit the liberty of the 
subject in a great many little 

matters of everyday life for tbe protection of 
the public health. These limitations he con
siders necer-,sary in the public interest, and that 
is the rule in the matter-the g-reatest good for 
the greatest number. Our liberties are con
tinually being limited by this law a,nd by that 
law. A man can hardly do anything but he 
finds that the law has limited his right to do this 
thing or that. I soy that no man who lives in 
a community has the right to do anything which 
is likely to injure that community. The natnml 
social limitation of a man's personal liberty is 
when in the exercise of that liberty he does 
something which restricts somA other man's 
liberty, which injures some other man, or which 
injures the community in which he is living. 
Now, no one will dispute that the grPat strike 
such as we had in 1H91 was very injurious to the 
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community of Queensland. I think that no man 
who lived in Queensland at that time will deny 
that proposition for one moment. I claimed then, 
as I claim now, that the community of Queens
land had a perfect right, according to every sound 
politica!J,rinciple, to say to the pastoralist'l and 
the pastoral workers at that time : "You will 
have to settle your differences without fighting; 
you will have to come to the arbitrament of some 
third person in some way or another." I think 
that it is the duty of the State to nrovide the 
necessary machinery for such things 'to be done, 
when the occasion occnrs. I think it is the duty 
oft he State to see that such quarrels-quarrels 
which affect the wellbeing of the State to such a 
large extent-are settled in that way. I think it is 
all them ore thedutyof the State tonmke such pro
vision, when it is recogniRed that not only js it 
protecting the life and interests of the general 
c•nnmunity, ltut it i" actually doing a service to 
the di.•putants. Snrely there can he no better 
justification for legislative action in any ci vrl 
matter. I appeal to the Hon. the Premier in this 
matter that this is a proposal which is calculated 
sooner or hter to serve the best interests of the 
community over which he has the honour of 
presicling, and I appeal to him not to allow 
party feeling and IMrty consideration.", not to 
allow the fact that a member on this side of the 
Honse has Ruggested it; and not to allow old 
fossilieed and conservative ideas to shnrl in the 
way of a kind of progress, which may confer so 
large a benefit on the people of Queemlanrl. 

ThP CHml<' SECRETARY (Hon. J. R 
Dickson, Bu/imiJa): l do not intend to speak at 
any length on this subj•ect. It seems to me that 
the case which the hnn. member for Rock
hamptnn has refr·rred to-viz., the settlement of 
a'"aults by referring them tn the judicial conrts 
of this colony-a re not by any means on >1Il fours 
with the dispute; which mo,y present themselves 
in connection with industrial matters, because, 
in the first place, I do not think the appellants 
to that court are in exactly equal positions. I 
think that if a con1pulsory Bill for the settlenumt 
of indnRtrial dispute,; were introduced the men 
who appeotl to or who are to come nnder the 
deci,;ion of the court should occupy nn equal 
po:-;ltion. Now, there is a great difference in 
position between employers and employees. A 
verdict against an emrloyer rnay be enforcrd, 
because he has somo means against which the 
verdict or decision may be enforced, but many 
employees are not by any means in the same 
position. 

Mr. GrvF.NS: How are they going to fix it in 
New South Wales? 

The CHIE:B' SECRETARY: I do not know 
how they are going to fix it. But there is a 
m1trked distinction between the position of the 
two appellants to ~ny compulsory arbitration; 
and, afl.er all, I believe that theRe matters are far 
better settlc>d hy conciliation than by compulsion. 
Tt seems to me th11t the two things are anta
gonistic. 

Mr. Kms'!'ON: That is not the ~xperiencc in 
New Zealand. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I could see no 
objection to the insist>tnce of the Government in 
endeavouring to proYirle by all possible means 
for conciliat.,ry arbitration, but to make it com
pulsory is, I think, only calculated to cause 
feelings which are likely to create great bitter
ness, and to invoke a settlement which, to my 
mind, may be impossible of enforcement in the 
caee nf certain classes of appellantR. Now, 
what, I :1sk, is the neceRsity for the introduction 
of this question at the present time? I lock upon 
this as one of the sentimental id8as which are not 
based on any practical circumstances which 
present themeel ves. Does the hon. gentleman 
imagine that in that unfortunate misconception, 

or that unfortunate difference of opinion which 
exists at the present time in connection with the 
coal strike, that compulsory arbitration would 
settle the matter more satisfactorily than mutual 
compromise between employers and employ·ed? 

Mr, KIDSTON: It would not prevent mutual 
compron1ise. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think that it 
would. I think that they would then stand out 
for their legal rights; that they would not con
sider in this question the reasonableness of the 
men's requests, in vie.w of obtaining a better 
rate of remuneration, if the products of the 
industry provide that remuneration. After ~tll, 
that is the basis of all employment, and what is 
the use of compulsory arbitration, w~ich insists 
upon an employer paying more than hrs mdustry 
will provide ? How are you to enforce it ? And 
again, how are you to enforce againtlt etuployees 
their acceptance of a decision as to what is a 
reasonable rate of remuneration if they think 
it is not right? These hard aud drastic lines 
will really do no good for the eettlement of 
industrial disputes, but they will tend in many 
instances to confuse the true position, and make 
people imagine that, by the interference of the 
Government, or of legislation, a settlement may 
be brought about. No doubt these differencPs of 
opinion will arise from time to time, but I would 
rt·cmrmend that there should be mutual forbear
e,nce practised, and that there should be arbitra
tion of a concili>ttory charactf'r, in the endeavour 
to arljust fairly the burdens on either side. That 
will have a f~tr better effAct than anything like 
a hard or oppres~i ve provi:-;ion. 

Mr. Kws'l'ON : I am afraid that is more 
sentiment 

The CHIEF SECRJ<JTARY: Any hard or 
oppressive provision ie, to my mind, very likely 
to prevent. the expansion of industries. I cannot 
see that any g.1od is to be achieved by com
pulsory legishtion of this sort, and I think it 
will inflict a very great hardship upr,n many. 
\V bile I give the hnn. gentlPman credit for his in
terestingsJl8f'Ch on this occaRion, I recmnmend him 
to accept the opinion of the House on the omission 
of this word "cornpubwry." I construe" cotnpul~ 
sory "to mean" coPrcive," and I have as great an 
objection to coercion as hon. gentlemen on the 
opposite side. I look upon the motion ae in
tPnded tn be coercive, and, looking upon it in that 
light, 1 cannot see how the hon. gentleman with 
liberal principles-which I very largely share-
c>tn agree to anything like coercion being extended 
to any class in the community. 

Mr. Rmn: You did not mind giving us 
coercion in 18Dt. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We will not 
go back to that, but I may say that I find that 
tlw principles of rigid con-<rwvativism appear to 
have left this side of the House, and are being 
d1~veloped in the speechres and proclivities of 
hon. gentleman opposite. I believe that more 
rigid consen7 ativiHm is exhibited, on rnany 
matters, by tho~e hon. gentlemen, than has ever 
been expressed upon this side of thq Hon•e. I 
believe that drastic legislation of the character 
the hem. gentleman advocates would really be 
r'preesive of indu,trial expansion in this colony, 
Up to the present time all that the colony 
requires is that both employers and employed 
shall have regard for the conditions of the 
inrlustry in which they are engaged. I fully 
believe that the great factor in the settlement 
of induRtrial diRputes will be, at last, pnhlic 
opinion. I do not think any claim for increased 
remuneration for employees will have any effect 
unless it is sustained by the discriminating 
opinion of the public, after investigation of th~J 
whole question in dispute. 

Mr, Rmn: The public take no interest in it, 
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: The public do 
take a very deep and an increasing interest, and 
I am quite surpris~d to hear the hon. member, 
who always appeals to the people of the colony 
as the best judges of all political and social 
problems, expre$sing any diffidence whatever 
as to the manner in which the puUic will decide 
jn . the set~ler?"ent of these social problems. 
W1thout w1shmg to take up the time of the 
House unnecessarily---because this question has 
been thrashed out, I may say, ad nansearn-I 
cannot see how any advantage is to be gained 
by the introduction of a measure for compnl
sory arbitration. It will lead to the dis
turbance of a great many industries, and will 
be a menace to the introduction or creation 
of a great many more. Under the circumstances 
I advise the hon. gentleman to be content 
with a resolution that the Government should 
introduce a Conciliation aud Arbitration Bill for 
the better settlement of industrial disputes. I 
would not have the sligl1test •Jbjection to that, 
and if such a Bill were introduced the best and 
most impartial counsel on both sid~s of the House 
should be ~iven for the purpose of pas.<ing a 
measure whiCh would have some practical effect. 
I very much fear that if framed on the lines of 
coercion, ;vhich the hon. gentle1nrtn's resolution 
suggests, 1t would be nugatory of the lwneficial 
effects which the hon. gentleman desires. 

Mr. DUNSl<'ORD (Oha.rtu" Towas): The 
Chief _Secretary evidently belongs to that cbss 
of leg1slators who believe in individual liberty. 
They believe in individual liberty in the extren;e, 
and they believe really in individual :1narchy. 
Because those who believe in strikes or favour 
strikes, or who would not take means, even 
compulsory and coercive means-if they like to 
term them euch-to prevent iudn,tri>tl war, are 
certainly believers in :1narchy, and are not 
believers in peace and progress. It is very evi
dent that this party, in ad vocat.ing arbitration and 
conciliation, are in favour of law and order. 
We are opposed to that disorder which is very 
often created, or at any rate very often increased, 
by those industrial strikes and wars which are 
continually taking place in our midst. We have 
one unfortnnately nt the pre"ent time in 
Ipswich. The Chief Secretary says he certainly 
favours conciliation of the voluntary sort. He 
believes we should say to people, ·" You may 
conciliate if you so desire." I would point out 
to the hon. gentleman that we have any amount 
of conciliation of that sort at the present time. 
There is nothing, and, to my knowledge, there 
has never been anything, to prevent both sides 
to an industrial strike or lockout voluntarily 
conciliating. But unfortunately they have 
failed to do so, and it is because of the proved 
failure of the voluntary system of conciliation 
that we are now nsking that the compulsory 
brand of conciliation should be given a trial. 
Our experience has taught us that we should not 
nny longer relyupou the voluntary system of con
ciliation, which has proved a faihir" all along the 
line. Now, to my mind this advocacy of the volun
ta.ry system of conciliation is absurd, and remimls 
me of two pugilists fighting in a back yard-the 
sort of fighting the hon. member for lVIackav 
referred to the other night. He pointed out that 
two individuals n:ight roll up their sleeves and 
decide to settle their disagreements by fisticuffs, 
by physical force, and would any man of common 
sense go and say to those two men : " My 
dear fellows, don't go ou in that wny; you may 
conciliate-you may call in a peacemaker?'' 
No man would do such a foolish thing, and 
it would be much more absurd to tell them 
that they might call in a policeman to stop their 
battle. It is just as absurd, when two pa.rtirs 
are in the he:1t of an industrial battle-when 
they have, practicnlly rolled up their sleeves-

to say to them, "You may conciliate." It is 
not likely that they would voluntarily conciliate 
in the heat of battle. \V e must all remember 
that we are dealing with human beings and non 
with angels. If the units composing the human 
family were perfect, there would be no industrial 
disputes. And I may •ay in passing that there 
would be no n1asters and no meu, and no wage 
system. In these industrial disputes we are 
dealing with human beings. Each one of us is 
full of faults ; the whole human family is full 
of faults; and we cannot expect anyone to do 
voluntarily anything which might be termed 
perfection. To do this would imply that they 
were perfect and not full of misdeeds and 
failure,s. All along the line we t1nd it neces
sary to use compulsion or, if the Chief Secretary 
prefers the term-coel'cion. The ~tate says to 
parents, "You sh,dl not bring up your chil
dren in ignorance; you tnust send them to 
Rchool." Now, that 18 coercion, according to the 
Chief Secretary. 'l'he ~tnte says parents shall 
not neglect their children ; therefore, the State 
is using coercive means. If that is coercion-and 
it is no more coercion than compulsory arbitra
tion-I welcome it. \V e say to people who are 
inclined to be dish one ;t, "Thou shalt not steal," 
and I say that there is not one Act of Parlia
ment passed by this Honse which does not insist 
on HOHlB sort of'coercion. And that i~ gond, taking 
the human family as it is. The ~t<tte says, 
"Thou shalt not do this and the other." Now we 
say to masters who very often lockout men, 
"'fhou shalt not do this with rout having arbitra
tion on the matter." And we say to the men 
"You shall nut go out on strike." I believe 
compulsory arbitration will lead to very good 
results. Industrial warf.:tre has been compared 
to ordinary warfare. \Ve don't hear of men 
InKing their lives in industrial wa.rfare-or very 
seldom-still, in the past, in the large and small 
strikes, there h:ts been continual trouble and 
sufff'ring, which does not lead to loss of life, but 
it does certainly shorten the lives of those who 
suffer from these strikes aml locksout. In that 
sense, it does tend to red nee the hours of life of 
the members of the human family. The hon. 
member for J\Iackay the other d>:ty gave an 
illustrotion in this connection, and said that au 
appeal to physical force was very often neces
snry. But when two persons decide to settle 
their dispnte by foree of arms or fisticuffs, ns a 
rule they only injure each other. And some
times they don't even do that ; but when any 
injury is done, it is confined to the two indi
vidmils themselves. '!.'hat is not so in industrial 
warfare. All in the community suffer directly 
or indirectly. It reminds me of the faction 
fiorhts we hear of at a fair. Two parties start 
fighting, and wherever a head crops up they hit 
it. If you pop your head up, down you go. 
Now, in industrial w>:trfare, nll the community 
gets hit on the head-frequently by both parties. 
\Vhat is the effect on tile colony of a strike of 
nny dimensions? The Government tell us that 
it frightens awa.y capital and shakes con
fidence in the country. That is very true. 
It also does injury to the State, became it 
lessens the amount of revenue received. If it 
diminishes the wealth of the community, it cer
tainly injures the State. It lessens consumption, 
nnd the·refore the State does not reap the same 
amount of revenue through tbe Customs, rail
ways, and other source' as it otherwise would. 
\Ve know that wives and children, who are not 
parties to industrial warfare, suffer. They •re 
innocent sufferers, and the State ha" a duty to 
perform with regard to them. The State can do 
and :;hould do that duty. T"'ke the present 
strike at Ipswich. If anything occurs to reduce 
the wages fund received by workers, which Ithink 
will happen,;not only the wives and childr<m of the 
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coalminers will suffer, but every business man will 
suffer, because his takings will be largely reduced. 
The wages of the people employed by merchants, 
farmers and others will also be reduced, and all 
private life in the community will suffer. vVhy 
should that be the case? Does not the Govern
ment see that they have a duty to perform to 
these people? In this connection, we must go 
bevond the strikers and the masters : we should 
look to the colony as a whole, and to the effect of 
such industrial disput.es on any "ection of the 
community in Queensland. 'The effects of strikes 
are not confined to the actual particip>tnts-the 
masters and the men-engaged in the fight. I 
suppose I must not occupy too much of the time 
of the House on this matter. 

Mr. REin : 'l'here is no compulsion. 
Mr. DUNSFORD : I know there is no com

pulsion in the matter of speech. Hon. members 
on the other side would like to introduce a little 

compulsion and limit the period for 
L4·30 p.m.] which a member may speak, and 

when that proposal comes along they 
will probably be told by members on this side that 
it is coercion. In nearly all cases when wages men 
go on strike we are told that they are in the 
wrong, that they should not strike, and that 
it i" better for them to suffer the ills they know 
than to go ont on strike. If wages men are 
nearly always in the wrong, why should there 
be any fear with regard to conciliation or arbi
tration of a compulsory sort? Legislation such 
as is asked for in this motion will prevent 
strikes and lockouts. Men will think a very 
long time before they strike if they know 
that they will be compelled to arbitrate; thp,y 
will seriously view the whole situation. At 
present, very often-well, not very often, but in 
somP cases-men go out on strike without fully 
considering the position, and perhaps act in a 
temper, and if there was a law to compel them 
to arbitrate they would, before they went on 
stt·ike, view the matter carefully, and be abso
lutely sure that they were in the right, n,nd that 
they were fighting only for a principle. And 
the same remn,rks will apply to the masters. 
vVe know that men as a body are very often 
compelled to do things which as individuals 
they would not like to do, because the rush for 
the means of livelihood is so great that com
petition is very keen among the wages class, 
as it is among the master~. Competition 
is so keen that m<m, whether they are 
rnineowners, or rnanufa.cturers, or wages 1nen, 
are frequently compelled to do things which 
otherwise they would not do '1S private indivi
dtrals. \Ve want to save those people from 
themselves, to save them from injuring them
selves, thPir families, and the colony-we want 
to prevent the masters from locking out the men, 
and to prevent the n1en flom goi11g out on strike, 
and stopping the earning of wages. Strikes do 
injury to very 1nany who have no influence over 
them, and who are in no way responsible for 
them. Therefore, I think the State might very 
well step in, and, following on the lines adopted 
in other colonies, do some little towards prevent
ing these industrial wars. 
* The HOME SECitETARY (Hon. J. li'. G. 
Foxton, Cao·nan·on): I have very little to say on 
this subject. Almost all that can be said on it 
has been said, bnt I think that one's own p:nticular 
views may come to the House in a different way, 
perhaps, from the views of any other m ern ber. 
As members of the House are different in consti
tution, temper, stature, bulk, weight, and mental 
power, so the views of one particular member 
are likely to come with some new light, even 
though be may, to a very large extent, go over 
the ground that has been already traversed by 
those who have gone before. The way this thing 
strikes me is that there is an apparent confession 

that conciliation pure and simple, without com
pulsion, is a failure. The compulsion which is 
foreshadowed in the measure referred to in 
this motion as being desirable has been likened
and I think very properly likened-to coercion. 
In other countries, in times past, and even in 
this colony, attempts have been made to intro
duce measures, and n1e;1sures have been vassed, 
for the purpose of establishing tribunals of con
ciliation for the settlement of disputes. We 
have such a statute on our hooks, and it is noto
rious that it has scarcely ever been availed of. 
I believe there are only one or two cases on record 
which have been dealt with by the conciliation 
justices. 

Mr. H•~m : Hear, hear ! That was just after 
it was put on the statute-book. 

'Ihe HOME SECHl~TARY: Let us consider 
why that is so. Apparently people, when they 
have got to the stage at which they desire to go 
to law, or want to fight in an industrial con
troversy, have got beyond that stage when the 
intervention of friends, or of mere conciliation 
justices, or mere conciliation tribunals, can be 
of any avail with them. Temper has intervened, 
strong feelings have been engendered, and each 
side i' burning for a fight. We know that that is 
a very common state of feeling, not only with 
nations and smaller communities, but even with 
individuals. It has been said that this com
pulsion which is spoken of is justifiable in much 
the same way a~ the compulsion which is placed 
on criminals and would-be criminals is justifi
able. I combat that position entirely. The 
conditions are in no sense analogous. A criminal 
is a person who is, as it were, for the time being, 
in his own peculiar way-whn,tever that peculiar 
way may be-waging war against society. He 
is doing, or proposing to do, that which is 
prohibited by the laws of the country, and for 
which he is rendered liable to more or less heavy 
penalties. The reason why these penalties are 
enforced is that the particular act against 
which the penalties are directed is considered by 
the legislature of the country, the powers t.hat 
be, one which is inimical to the interests of the 
community as a whole. It is therefJre placed 
among those derelictions of duty which are 
commonly known as crimes, taken in its widest 
sen,;e. There is another sort of wrong-doing 
which is a mere offence, so to speak, against a 
private individual. It is not a mere breach of 
contract, but it is a wrong done, not to 
the community at large, but to a private 
individual, or a collection of private indi
viduals, and that wrong is known in law, not 
as a crirne, bnt as a tort, concerning 'vhich, 
upon its comrni~sion, dainages may be re
covered by the party aggrieved or wronged. 
There is a large distinction, therefore, betwe"n 
what is known as a criminal offence, punishable 
with penalties-fines, imprisonment, or what 
not, as the cese may be-and a mere civil wrong 
which is perpetrated against an individual or a 
collection of individuals, and which is not 
ex:letly punishable, but which can be gauged in 
damages at the instance of the person aggrieved, 
or who considers himself aggrieved-such, for 
instance, as libel or conversion of a rr1an's goods 
-such conversion not amounting to the •'ffence 
of lareeny or embezzlement. I need not go 
through the long list. There are a thcusand 
and one acts which could come within such a 
c:ttegory. \Ve have again another distinction-a 
very large distinction-which can be drawn, and it 
is this : we do not introduce any coercion, except 
for the payment of damages, and making good 
by way of compensation to the person dammfied, 
as it is called in law, in regard to torts, but with 
regard to criminal offences we do. There the 
State, for its own purposes, introduces certain 
penalties as preventive measures, and introduces 
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what may very properly be called coercion. The 
princivle of coercion is necessarily incident to all 
criminal jurisprudence. There are also included 
in these coercive measures such matters as have 
been referred to by hon. members-at all events, 
it was alluded to by the last speaker in connec
tion with the compulsory education of children. 
\Yell, that is a matter which the State, after 
mature deliberation, considered should he dealt 
with in that way. For instance, Parliament 
passed a statute compelling persons to have their 
children educated, if they lived within a certain 
radius of a school, and so forth ; and the only 
way in which that end could be secured was by 
cnercion. An offence against the law which pro
vides that compulsory erlucation shall be given 
to children is treated as a criminal or quasi
criminal offence, and is dealt with accordingly, 
and a penalty is imposed, either by way of fine 
or impriwnment, or both, according to the view 
of the legislature which passed the law. Jt 
therefore passes into the category of criminal 
offences. Now, let us see what is the difference 
between such matters as those to w hicb I 
have referred and the matter which it is pro
posed to be dealt with in such a Bill as m 
advocated by the hon. member for Flinders, who 
has tabltd this resolution. But before doing 
so, I have omitted to mention one further matter. 
I have dealt with criminal offences, civil wrongs 
or torts, in which damages are recoverable, and 
there is also the question of a breach nf contract. 
In that case we introduce coercion, because
althongh I cannot call to mind at this moment 
any penalty by way of fine or imprisonment im
posed upon a man for a breach of contract-still, 
that may be done, although it is not nsmtl. Still, 
a man's goods may be seized to the last penny, 
and in some cases his liberty may be interfered 
with, in the event of an attempt being made to 
evarle the payment of certain debts in certain 
particular ways, in ordPr to compel him to do 
justice to the man with whnm he has entered 
into a contract. 'rhat is to say, cumpnl,ion is 
brought to bear in order to indace men---and, in 
fact, to compel thern--

1\Ir. Rim>: To be honest. 
The HOJ\IE i·mCHETARY: Not to be 

honest, but to mury out their contracts. I have 
known many a br,·ach of contract "hich was 
perfectly honest. I have known many a man 
break a contract with a view of doing- that which 
was honest mth~r than do that which, perhaps, 
was not quit~ s• much so. But notwithst1tnding 
that, it wtts a br<'acb of contract, and the lmv 
says you Innst ea.rry out your contracts. It 
introdnceH th0 element of cowpulsion, and 
properly so. Now, let us look at the diffprence 
bt'tween such a state of affairs and the state of 
affairK that it ie proposed to deal with under such 
legislation as that which is proposed by the hon. 
member for J<'linders, and in regard to which 
we have instances in existence on the 
statute-book of New Zealand, and pro
po,als in a. concrete form in the shape of 
Bills before the legislatures of two other 
Australian colonies, if not three-that is to say, 
Victoria and New S .. uth \Vales. I allude to the 
Bill introduced by Mr. \Vise in,.New Sonth 
\Vales, and the Bill introduced by Mr. Trenwith 
in Victoria. I have pointed out where coercion 
is justifio.ble-in criminal offences, civil wrong-s, 
and breaches of <'ontmct. Shm1ld we go any 
further? Is it right to go any further? Is !t 
rig-ht to introduce the principle of coercion, and 
say to a man, "\Vbetber you desire it or nut, you 
shall enter into a contract. You may say you 
are a free man. You are a free man. You live 
in a free country; but, whether you desire it or 
not, you have not entered into any contract at 
all yet, but we say you shall enter into a con
tract"? Is it right that any tribunal-! earl) not 

howeminentitsmembersmaybe-should ha Ye the 
power to say to a free man, "You shall do 
that"? I do not think so. As long as concilia
tion i" volunt<try it is a most excellent thing. 
Unfortunately, as I have pointed out, and as 
others have pointed out, it has not bet·n an 
eminent success ; but I do not see why it should 
not be more successful in the future than it has 
been in the Jl<tst. I do prote"t against that 
interference with the liberty of the subject 
which would be involved in the compelling of a 
1nan to entBr into a contract, and to continue in 
the performance of that contract whether he 
desires to do so or not. 

1\fr. DAWSON: \Vhy compel a man to pay his 
debts? 

'i'he HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem
ber has apparently only just come into the 
Ch>tmber. 

Mr. DA WEON: No, I have not. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Well, that is a 

breach of contraet, and I have de>tlt with that 
matter. I do not know whether the hon. gentle
man wauts n1e to go all over that again. Per~ 
baps the hon. gentleman does not understand 
that the non-payment of a debt is a breach of 
contract, and comes within the wide definition uf 
that po,rt of my subject with which I have 
already dealt. I have shown why it is necessary 
to compel men to do that. 'l'hat is a breach of 
contract; but this is a C<i!tipnlsiun to enter into 
a eontmct, whether a man likes it or not. That 
is the di.,tinction, and I arn truly sorry for the 
hon. mmnb<;r for Charters Towers if he is unable 
to S<·o that distinction. I am surprised to find 
such a shallow interjection as that come from 
that hun. member, who, I believe, prides himself 
on being what he calls a '~brainy tuan." 

Mr. DAWSON : You make me weep. 
(Laughter.) 

The HO:\OJ SI~CltETARY: Now, how is 
this compulsion to bo brought about? It is pro
posed that this tribunal shall be at liberty to 
say to an errq,loyer-hP- may be a rich employer, 
or he may l>e an ilnpecuniouH one-IiYing 
from hand to month-perhaps not nearly so 
well off as more than half of his employees 
-that is very frequent.ly the case. I sup
pose this tribunal is intended to have power 
to say to an employer, "You shn.ll employ these 
n1en ; you shall }Jay thein a certain wage"
and, if I mistake not-"you shall continue to 
employ them at a certain wage for a g-iven period 
wheth~r you JikP it or not." Thnli is a w-cel'umry 
element of the thing-, otherwise it would fall to 
pieces at once. I will cl,·al with what the effect 
of that won Id Le presently, but in addition to 
that the trihmml has also the right to s"y to tbe 
men, "You sha.ll serve this pa.rtienlar l~tuployer 
at a pm'ticnlar rate of wage whether you like it 
or not." 

Mr. Rmll: No. 
The HOME SECHETARY: Yes, practi

cally, because it says, "Unless you work f(n· this 
ernpl.,yer at that wage you shall not obtain in 
this cormrmnity any emvloyment at a lower 
wage, or at any other wage." 

Mr. HEin: That does not say he shall work 
for one mnpl<~yer. 

The HOME SECRETAltY: Perhaps I am 
overstating the case. It is not neCI'Ssa>'Y that he 
should work for one employer, but he must work 
as a n1et:nber of a Jlarticular trad! s union. 

Thfr. REm: He cannot have a contract unless 
l.1e is a mt'Illber of some organiRcttion. 

The HO:\IE SECHgTARY: Why should he 
not? It has been found that in order to get at 
the individual employee it would be necessary to 
send him to gaoL That is the only way in which 
you can compel the individual employee to 
observe his contract, but that would not be com
pelling him to observe the order of the court 
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directing him to enter into a contract. It would 
merely puni'h him for not entering into the con
tract and carrying it out. 

Mr. REm : A breach of contract. 
The HOME SECRI~TAHY : No, it is an 

order of the court saying to the man, "Y on 
have no contract at pre"ent, but you shall enter 
into a contract of that kind or you shall enter 
into nothing." If it does not mean that, and if 
that is not the remedy, then wh>1t is the remedy 
for the employer in the event of the employee 
refn"ing tu work at the wages stated? 

l'lfr. REm : 'l'he 3ame as now ; he can get 
smneone elHe. 

The HOMl<iSECRETARY: vVell, what does 
that mean ? The legi,lation which is fore
shadowed in Victoria s>1ys this-

The court in its award, or by order made on the 
aptJlication of any party to the proceedings before it, at 
any time iu the period during which the award is bind~ 
ing rnay-

(a) Pres('rihe a minimum rate of wagocR, or other 
l'emuneration, with provision for the fixing in 
such manner. and subject to such conditions as 
may be specified in U10 award or order by some 
tribunal ~peeiticd in the award or order of a 
lower ra.te in the case of employees who are 
unable t.o earn the prescribed m'mimum ; and 

(U) Direct that as between members of an indus
trial union of employees or trqde union or 
branch, and other nersons, such members shall 
be employed in preference to such other per
sons, other things being- cqnal, and. appoint a 
tribnnal t.o finally decide in what eases an 
employer to whom any such direction applies 
ma.y employ a per~on who is nota member of any 
such union or branch. 

In order to compel thP employee to observe the 
conditions of the award or order, it is necessary 
to introduce the fnrther element of coercion
namely, th"t he shall become a member of a 
trades union whether he likes it or not. 

Mr. TUI\LEY : That is not the question on the 
business-p<>per. 

The HOME SECHETARY: I think it has a 
very strong bearing on it. I can quite nnderstt~nd 
the hon. member desiring to tlmw me off my 
argutnent, and to endeavour not to ha.ve made 
prominent such a feature of the schen1e which is 
now proposed. I tell the hon. member it is on 
the busineHs-paper. This motion alludes in
directly to the only conciliation and arbitration 
Bills which, as far as I know, are in force, or are 
proposed to be in force, throughout Australasia ; 
and if the hon. member fur ]<']inders desired to 
have our opinious up1)n any particular measure of 
conciliation and arbitration, why could he not 
introduce a :mn in the ordin>1ry way? But he 
purposely leaves the matter vague in this way, 
and the hon. member for Brisb.we South-with 
that astuteness and other unnameable qualities 
which he possesses-desires to evade the responsi
bility which attaches to thosa who snpport a mea
sure of the particular kind suggested. Let us be 
frank! Let hon. members opposite be honest it' this 
matter, and admit at once thnt they have to go 
to New Zealand, to New South \Vales, and to 
Victoria for the legislation which they desire, 
and are not game to try to put on our statute
book. Tbey only nibbie at the question. \Vhy 
is a Bill not on the paper? \Vhy do they not 
bring forward a concrete measure to give effect 
to their ideas? I .am afraid it is because they 
are only half-hearted, and they are merely 
ind ulQ"ing in p<trlia.mentary and political fire
works. 

Mr. BROWNE: Such a Bill would not require 
as many amendments as your Health Bill re
quired. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not know 
about that. My own opinion is that it would 
require a lot more, especially if it were submitted 
to the same ordeal that the Health Bill was 
~ubmittei! to; that is to say, if it was sent round 

to every local authority, to every divisional 
boardsman, every shire councillor and alderman 
and mayor, et hoc genu• ornne, for them to have 
a go at. Why, if I ht~d proposed to put in the 
Bill all the amendments which were suggested 
by those gentlemen, hon. members would not 
have finished reading them yet. 

Mr. DAWSON: Do you know you are trespass
ing on the hon. member for Mackay's preserves? 

The HOME Sl~CRETAltY: I have referred 
to the question of coercion. I have pointed out 
that in order to give effect to a measure of this 
kind the element is introduced that a man shall 
become, whet her he likes it or not, a member of a 
trades union. Now, let us see what the effect 
may be upon the employer. The employer 
objects, say, to paying a certain wage, 
and the matter is referred to the tribunal, 
and it is ordered that for a certain period 
he shall not pay less than a given wage. 
Is that right? Is it right that any man, in a free 

country, should be compelled to 
[5 p.m.] enter into :1 contract which is ob-

noxious to birn, or to suffer ruin? 
It might bP that that award would be of such a 
character as to compel him to carry on his 
business at a distinct loss, and every day he con
tinued to carry out the dicta of such courts as 
this might lead him nearer to the verge of insul
vency t~nd throw him out of business. \Vho 
benefits by such a state of things as that? It is, 
as one hon. member observed, an unwarrantable 
interference with the liberty of the subj ·et to 
compel persons to enter into contracts whether 
they desire to do so or not, or to suffer ruin. 

Mr. DAWSON: There is no such thing as a 
compulwry contract. 

The HOME SECUETARY: The hon. mem
ber does not know all about it. There is such a 
thing as a compulsory contract at the present 
time; that is to s«y, compulsion to finish a con
tract. Our courts at this moment can decree 
that " man shall finish his contract or go to gaol. 
But there he has been a free agent. He has already 
entered into that contract. He has undertaken 
an obligation to another individual, who, on the 
strength of that obligation, may have undertaken 
obligations himself. And so it goes on. There
fore it is desirable and necessary that there 
should be a power to compel persons to observe 
the contracts which they lmve made. But to 
say to a man practically, "You shall either starve 
or enter into this contract whether you desire to 
do so or not," is a really different thing, and, 
as the hon. member to whom I alluded said, 
an unwarrantable interference with the liberty 
of the subjl'ct. i:-lomeone said just now that 
qtwstions of this sort were matters upon which 
public opinion exercised an overwhelming in
fluence. I believe that is so. I believe that 
public opinion has a very large influence indeed 
upon all questions relating to industrial diHputes. 
But that public opinion is often divided, and 
there are very frequently two or more public 
opinions rife at the same time. Consequently, 
until matters have made some advance, and 
people begin to realise what is the true state of 
affairs, the ad vacates and partisans of the two 
parties take up the cudgels and conduct the 
fight by way of newspaper correspondence and 
other means, and so it goes on. But puulic 
opinion, after all, usually prevails. 

Mr. REID : No ; it is the big battalions of free 
labourers, or "scabs," that usually prevail, not 
public opinion. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It is a pity we 
have not an authorised parliamentary vocabulary. 

Mr. REID : You will find "scab" in "Web
ster." 

Tbe HOME SECRET AllY: There are some 
very offensive words in "Webster's," as in all 
other dictionaries-words which I should be very 
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sorry to see used here, and which I think the 
hon. member would be vel'y sorry to hear me use 
with reference to hi m self. The fact that a word 
is in a dictionary does not justify its use in this 
House. 

Mr. REm : That word is now a part of the 
English language, and you have to accept it. 
It may not be a nice word, but it is very expres
sive. 

The HOME SECRJ<;TARY: It is expressive 
of the state of mind of the man who uses it. The 
hon. member for Enoggera interjecte.J the other 
night, when reference waH Lei.11g nwde to the 
force of public opinion on questions of this sort, 
that the public, in matters of this sort, do not care. 

Mr. REm : As a rule, I said. 
The HOMB SECRETARY: Very well; if 

this is a matter about which the public, as a 
rule, do not care, then I say it is a matter con
cerning which ~oercion should not be introduced 
for the public weal. If it is a matter concerninrr 
which the public are so careless as the hm;: 
member says, it is a matter which should not be 
brought within the scope of those things which 
are dealt with as criminal or qwtsi criminal 
offences, or breaches of contract. I thiJJk the 
hon. member's interjection gives the whole case 
away. The public do not C<>re. Therefore why 
should we put coercion upon the individual in 
order to m<tke him enter into contracts which he 
does not desire to enter into, and which, as the 
h<m. member himself says, are such as do not 
cnncern the public at large. \Ve know, of 
course, that that is so, but I am surprised to 
find such a weak admission coming from the 
hon. member for Enoggera who, like the hon. 
member for Charters 'rowers, prid8s himself upon 
being what he calls a brainy man. 

Mr. REm: You've got hold of that word; 
stick to it. 

Mr. l>AWSON: Don't you envy me? (Laugh
ter.) 

The HOMJ<~ SECRETARY: l<~nvy the hon. 
member his self-esteem ! For the reasons I have 
given I do not see that there can be soid to be 
any justic6 in a measure such as that which is 
prOJJ<l'ed. I believe, myself, that it can be done 
without compulsion, without compelling men to 
enter into contracts which they do not desire to 
enter into, and to perform such contracts at the 
risk, I will not say of imprisonment, but uf loss 
of goods through the bailiffs on the one hand, and 
possibly the Ios" to men, on the other h<tnd, of 
their livelihood through not belonging to a tr<tde 
u11ion. For those ren.!:ion::; I cn.nnot give n1y 
supp<>rt to the motion as it stands, and I thc·re
fore beg to rnove the on1is~lon of ttJe word "corn
pulsory.,, 

Amendment stated. 
Mr. McDONALD (PI-inclcrs): I CPrtainly 

cannot accept the auwntlment prop<>He<l by the 
Home Secretary, and I shall ue brief in giving 
my reasons. In his opening rPln:l.rk:-:; the hon. 
gentleman sh•nved that voluntary coneiliation 
and arbitration httd been in force for some 
considerable time, and be admitted practically 
that it had been a failure; and in order to sub
stantiate his argument he in,;tanced the Con
ciliation Act in Queensland. But vuluntary 
conciliation and arbitration have been in forc·3 
nearly eighty or ninety ye>trs; and while admit
ting that in rnany cases it ha-; done a good deal 
of good, it has not succeeded in stopping 
industrial dis)mtes where it has been in 
force. In England for some considerable time 
they have had voluntary arbitration, but wh>tt 
is the use of voluntary arbitration, even nccord
ine- to the hon. gentleman's own showing? If I 
wanted ar~urnents to snpport the contention that 
it is necessary to have compulsory arbitration, I 
could safely read the hon. gentleman's speech 

and say that the hon. gentleman's arguments 
are sufficient proof that voluntary conciliation 
and arbitration have been a failure. \Vherever 
the volunt<try system has been tried-in the 
Australian colonies, in Great Britain, in America, 
and in France-it has been a failure as regards 
the settlement of industrial disputes. One of the 
main things in connection with our indutriallife 
is that we must have some system by which, 
when a contractor has entered into an agree
ment to complete a contract, he shall know tlmt 
be w!ll be free from the pobsibility of industrin.! 
disputes; there must be some gmtmntee that 
when helms entered into a contract he will be 
able to complete it. As things are at present, 
he is not in that position ; he does not know the 
moment when a strike may take place and throw 
the whole of his anangements out of gear; and, in 
many casec,, the employer is thrown on the 
mercy, if I may term it so, of the labour organis
ations at that particular time. If they think 
they are going to win, as labour is the only com
modity they have to sell, they :tre going to try to 
get the highest price; and, if they can see an 
opportunity of compelling the employer, owing to 
the peculiar position in which he is sitmtted at 
the time, they are going tu take ad vantage of 
that, and it is only natmal that they shoulJ do 
so. ,T ust in the same way, when there is a large 
unemployed agitation, the employers know they 
are in a position to reduce the wages of the men, 
because they know they can gbt an ample number 
of men to accept the position in case of a 
lockout; and they take advantage of the peculiar 
position in which the men are placed, and make 
an attempt to reduce the men's wages. I don't 
intend to speak long on the amendment, because 
the h<m. gentlemen's own arguments go to show 
beyond the shadow of a doubt that voluntary 
arbitration is practically a failure. The bon. 
gentleman admitted it. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Nut in industria] 
disputes. 

Mr. Mu DON ALD : If the hem. gentleumn 
has rPad anything on this subject at all, he 
nnmt know that whore voluntary conciliation 
and arbitration have prevailed for a large num
ber of years, the system has practically been a 
failure. I admit that there are isolated cases in 
which it has done g-ood, but they are so small as 
tu be hardly worth talking about. The fact is 
that in recent yeare, owing to the complicated 
nature of our industrial organisation, together 
with the huge labour organiHatiuns rit-~ing up in 
our midst every day, as well as the emvlnyers' 
org-aniHation, you have two large opposing parties 
in the connuunity which are· aut ·gunit;tic, and the 
re~mlt i~:; that sooner or later tbere are going tu be 
ructions. You can't help it. He1·e to-day we 
have the coal trade dispute in the Ipswich 
district; and on several otations in the \Vest, 
within the last few weeks, there have been strikes 
ah;o ; and the sarne thing' is going on in the 
whole of the Australian coloniC's. Here we have 
the fact that during the last eighl y years volun
trtl'Y arbitrcttion has been tried and proved a 
failure; and we find that since 1892, in New 
Zealand, where the compulsory Act h<ts bec·n in 
force, there has not been an industrial dispute 
during the whole of that period. 

The Hmm SEOHE'J'Al\Y: Nor has there here. 
It was only passed in U\94. 

Mr. Mo!JUNALD: The h<m. gent!Pman mmt 
know that there have been a number of strikes 
here since 1~90. 

The HoME SECRETAHY : I thonght the h<m. 
gentleman said there had been none in New 
ze,,Jand since the passing of the Act. That was 
in 18D4 ; and I meant that there had been none 
here since 18\14 up to the present time. 

Mr, McDONALD: There is one now, 



Compulsory Conciliation [6 SEPrEMBER.] and Arbitration. 689 

The Ho)LE SgcRE'l'ARY: Until now. There 
nmy be oHe in New ~c_.;.L-tnd now, 

Mr. ]).[oDOKA:L.D: There i" hardly a year 
but there is a large nurnller of stl'ikes in (~ueens
land. It is no use for the hon. gentleman to say 
thP<t we have practically peace here, because 
there is not, and there never has lwen. There 
has only been waiting on both sides to take 
ad v.mt;tge of the circnmNtanees tlmt will put 
thmu on top. ..:-lnyone who make~ u study of 
i 11du..;trial and eeonoutic qnei:itions ruu~t know 
tha.t even snppo"iug for a moment the en1ployers 
are on top tu-day the men are going to be on 
top next dar.v, and vice tCJ'::j(1. 'I' hat thing goes 
on, and will go on, and there is no power under 
our present industrial system in (iueensland to 
prevent it. In New Zealand, where they have 
cowpulsory arbitration, they have' practically 
indn.,tri<tl peace; and there is no snch thing as the 
tribunal, ~ts the lwn. gentlmnfLn suppo.:-Jed, in hh; 
~peec:1, giving an a ward that would practically 
compel the entployer to work hil':l bur-dness at n 
loss or drive hitn out of bu~iness altogether. 
\Vhen the hon. g-entlenmn is introducing a Bill 
here in connection with the jndgeH, he do6.c not 
irnagiue that a judge is g-oing to do anything but 
\\hat he believes is con.:-~cientiom~ and right; and 
if a tribunal i,; elect.ed under a Compulsory 
C•lllciliaiion and Arbitration Act-with the 
difference th:.t e•tch rmrty has the opportunity 
of elBcting· an equnJ n1.nnht~r of a~fle.,sor"'-the 
evidence will be given from bnt h sides, and I 
think, in all fairnes'-', it rnuMt be admjtted--

The 1-f(nrg SJWIU~TARY: Tlte elected as::;es~ors 
are only ar1 v-ocate~. 

i\Ir. Me DON ALD : Admitting that they are, 
there is an eqnal nu1nber fr,nu Pach side. As 
the hon. gentleutan 1-'aid t:mhseqnently in hi"l 
speech~ we hc_tve compulsory c;ontra.cts; tha.t 
it-<, \V here a per..,on ha.s entered into a, contract the 
law can compel him to finiHh it or send him to 
gaol if be will not do so, in spite of the fact that 
he nmy not only Le lo~ing rnoney but rnay be 
rlriven out of bu:-:;ine~,; altogether through being 
cmupelled to finish that pltrticnlar contract. 

The HoiHg t'1lWR~'l'AHY: Entering into that 
contract wa~~ a voluntarv ;;~,et. 

Mr. 1\IcDO=" ALD : It does not matter to my 
mind whether they entered into it voluntarily or 
Ly a system of compnlsion. The result is exactly 
ttle ::;anu·} so that so far as the hon. gentlenutn's 
argnrnent on th:1t qnPstion i~ eoncerned I think 
the hon. geutlemn,n must admit hiJmelf that it 
is very weak. Certainly, under the circum
stances, and withont wi~::;hing to take up any 
more of the time of the Chamber, I must 
refnse to accept the amendment of the hon. 
gentleman. 

l\lr. BRO\VKE ( Cro!fdon) : I am sorry that the 
(fovernment cannot see their way to accept this 
motion, and that the Hon. the Home t\ecretary 
has introduced this anwndment. I have listened 
very attentively to the arguments that have hoen 
used, and it seems to me that the same old argu
ment has been trotted out again-that you are 
curtailing the lihertv of the subject, and compel
ling people to do .. omething that they do not 
want i"o do. I think that ha, been the argument 
which has always been brought forward by the 
consenati ves in all countries and at all times 
wherev~~r any progri·'SSive legit·llation hn,r; been proM 
posed. In Great Uritain at the time that the first 
attempt was made to pass factory laws the argu
lnent u.-;Pd by the nwst en1inent n1en in the House 
of Commons at th,tt time-men like the late ,John 
Bright-was that legislation, which was going to 
shorten the hours of labour for men and women 
and children, was curtailing the liberty of the 
subject. \Vbat was the argument which WB,s 
us<"d when it waH proposed to abolish the slave 
tmde ?· If you read the debates of the House of 
Commons of tha,t day you will find that the 
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argument UHed again was that they were 
curtailing the liberty of the subject-interfering 
with the liberty of a man to employ what labour 
he likes-and that as the slaves were bought 
and prrid for they were his own property, and 
should not be taken away from him. The same 
arg·uments were used and led to the great war 
in the United States. \V hat was the cry of 
t!JP slaveowuers of the Southern States, but 'that 
their libtJrty was being curtailed by the people 
of the Kortbern States, who would not allow 
them to exercise their rig·ht to employ whatever 
kind of labour they chose. The same argu
ment is trotted out against every reform. Yet 
the hon. gentleman, in one of the Bills that he 
has introduced this session to protect and safe
guard the right of the people, proposes to use 
comnulsion to compel a man who is living on 
his own allotment to do certain things; and 
will not allow him to do what he likes on his 
own property, becn,use he may cause a nuisance 
to the community. 

The HOl\IJ;J SECRETARY: Hear, hear ! That is 
the reason. 

Mr. BROWNE: I am glad to hear the hon. 
gentleman say, "Hear, hear ! " He admits that 
he would not allow a man to leave a little 
offensive matter about his place, or keep a few 
pigeons or some poultry iu his backyard, for fear 
that they might be a danger to the rest of the com
munity. But in a big strike, which is likely to 
le:td t(, all sorts of outbreaks against law and 
order, and all the re•t of it ; to endless misery 
to hundreds of helpless human beings, because 
two parties are at loggerheads with one another, 
and will not listen to reason, and in the excite
ment of the nwrnent may go to any lengths-the 
hem. gentleman reckons that they are not 
injuring their neighbours at alL Does the hon. 
gentleman mean to say that a strike like that 
which occurred in the colony in 1890, and again 
in 18fl3 and ]8!)4, did not do more harm to the 
community than the leaving of a little matter in 
a man's backyard is likely to do? And when 
outrages have resulted he has not hesitated to 
bring coercive measures into this House. 

The HoME REUHJ;J1'AHY : ·when strikers break 
the law, coercion properly comes in to compel 
them to nbsene the law. 

Mr. BROWNE: I am very glad the hon. 
gentleman has brought this forward. If a strike 
takes piace he does not care what amount of 
trouble, di>tress, and suffering is caused, directly 
or indirectly, to everyone in the community. 
If a man breaks the law, that law is enforced, 
and he c<tn be punished for breaking that law ; 
but on the occasion I have sr"'ken of there was 
no evidence that there was a law which had been 
broken. 

The HOMR SRCRETARY: I think so. 
Mr. BROWN'I~ : A special law w:1s brought 

in and passed, because the laws we had cculd 
not g-et hold of them. 

The HOME SECRETAHY : I am speaking gene
rally, not particularly. 

Mr. BHOWNE: I am speaking of one par
ticular case, and the hon. gentleman referred to 
that himself. It is clear that at that time if a 
law had been broken, these people would have 
been punished for breaking tbat law, but the 
Government were not able to get at them on 
that plea, and thinking that they were a danger 
to the communit.y, they brought in coercive 
legi:;lation to punish these men. In that case, 
wbere was the liberty of the subject considered? 

The H mJg SECRETAHY : No one was punished 
under that law. 

Mr. BHOWNE: I do not know about that. I 
do not say that anyone was punished, but we 
know that the force of public opinion was so 
strong against the Government in the country 



690 Compulsory Conciliation [ASSEMBLY.] and Arbitration. 

that there was not a •ingle member of the 
Government that was game to enforce it ; and 
that was the reason why it was not enforced. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was enforced, and 
with very powerful effect. 

The SECRETARY ]'OR RAIMVAYS: It stopped 
the burning of woolsheds, at any rate. 

Mr. BROWNE: I do not know whether it 
stopped the burr.ing of woulclheds. 

The D:EPUTY SPEAKl~R: Order! 
Mr. BROWNE: I think that these very inter

jections from the hon. gentlemen opposite, especi
ally from the hon. gentleman who knows so much 
about burning woolsheds, are some evidence that 
some such measure as that proposed by the hon. 
member f<>r J!'linders is 1·equisite. If there is a 
danger of wooloheds being burned, which the 
hon. member for Normanby seen·,s to know so 
much about, it is his duty, and the duty uf the 
Government of which he is •npposed to be one 
of the tail-end members, and it was the duty of 
that Government years ago, to introduce some 
legislation for preventing any enticement being 
given to burn woolsheds. 

The SECRETARY ]'OR RAILWAYS: The Act you 
object to prevented it; it put a stop to it at 
once. 

Mr. BRO\VNE: I am not going to refer to 
that. It has been brought up a great many 
times in this House; but if hon. gentleruen are 
going to revive the trouble about woolshedB. we 
are prepared to meet them. Let us, however, 
drop that, and endeavour to find a more peaceful 
solution of these difficulties. Let us try and see 
if we cannot get this Government to look at 
things in the same way here as the Governments 
of other countrie' in the civilised world are 
looking at it, and not hold back, and vears 
afterwards introduce dead and gone lec(isla
tion such as we have seen in this Chamber 
recently in the Health Bill. Then the hon. 
gentlenmn spoke of measnres as having been 
introduced in the English House of J'arliament 
when other mensures of much later date than 
that had been adopted, and the Bill which he 
introduced had to be altered when it came in. 
Some mention has been made of the legislation 
in the other colonies, and of N <JW South "\V ales, 
where they have introduced this principle now. 
Now it appears from the amendment that the 
hon. gentleman has introduced that he wants a 
word left out so that the motion may simply 
refer to voluntary arbitration. It is contended 
by the hon. member for }'linders, and other hon. 
members on this side of the House, that con
ciliation has been proved to be a failure. Now 
what was the case in New South \Vales? I~ 
1893, or 1894, a Conciliation Bill was passed 
forming a conciliation tribunal composed of some 
of the best men, I think, that could be found in 
New South Wales. It was presided over by a 
man, who, no matter what one may tbink of 
his political opinions, is highly respected, not 
only by every member in this House, but by 
every man almost in Australia whn knows him 
directly or by repute. That is the Hon. Dr. 
Garran, of the Legislative Council of New 
South Wales. He was the chairman of the 
Conciliation Board. After that had been in 
existence for some time, in spE'aking on the 
matter, Dr. Garran said that it was necessary 
to take further steps than bad been taken in 
this Bill. Tbe Bill was a voluntary one, and 
he said it was necessary to make it more useful. 
He said-

There is a widespread opinion, that seems to have 
grown up naturally, that what needs to he done to make 
arbitration more generally useful is to insist on having 
t)le merits of all imp\lrt1l>nt disputes investigated. 

After pointing out the unsatisfactoriness of 
ex parte decisions in courts, he goes on to say--

Let us admit that it will be a novelty to set up a 
systeru oE adjndicating on trades disputes at tlle 
instance of one varty only; lmt under the circmm;tances 
novelty is nuavoidable. 'Ve are feeling our way 
towards a bet V r state of thing,':;, and. in doing so we 
have to make~ expt•riment:-~. There is no sound political 
objection to su<'ll experiments, so long as there is a fair 
presumption in their f,l vonr, aud so long as uo funrla
mental rights or yrinciple~ are infringed. This pro
po.-.al to foree n hearing or the merHs of trade disputes 
is not in any way a l'C\'Olnth)llar.r proposaL It in no 
wa.y tt>nds to diseom·ag-e enterprise or hatnllCr industrial 
energy; it in no way detracts from the litwrty of the 
employer or wounds the self-re''PC<\t or the employee. 
1.'\~hen a strike or lockout is imminent, it simply calls a 
halt, and endeavours to ascertain what is 1 he justice of 
the ca..,e. 'Vhat person, what principle, is injured by 
such an attempt? But thoro is one general conclusion 
to be drawn from the study of the situation, and it is 
this-that Parliament is justiticdin making l'lueh further 
arrangement~ as will enalJle H. qualified board to get at 
tlle right of every mdnstrial di~pute ot any magnitude, 
so far aH it can do so witllont infringing on the liberty of 
the subject. 1.7fe may fairly say that we have reached 
the stage at whieh onr experience has made this dear, 
and if so, tlie next forward movement is no longer 
doubtful. 
That i", that the next forward move must be 
compul•ion. He made a very lengthy spe.,ch 
upon that occ.tsion, and admitted, as he has 
admitted since, that the voluntary system had 
failed right through. Take any other legiolation, 
even the legislation passed in this House Lef"re. 
J?nr year8, ·w·hen the nece.sHity for factory lf="gis~ 
lation \Vas Hpoken of, the contt-;ntion \Vas ti1at 
what was wanted hy it would be done volun
tarily. There is the early closing principle, 
which for years and years has been brought 
before this House. \Ve had the same contenti<>n 
upon that, but I think every mmnber of the 
House admits now tlw failure of the voluntary 
system in that respfct, aEd the Gowrnnwnt are 
even prepared to bring a Bill before the House 
to fmfmce it. Look at it from the employers' 
point of dew, and take the e:tse of theee coal
mines about Bnndanba. Eour or five of the 
proprietors assoc]ated together there may be 
willing to meet the men and "ee if they canrot 
come to some fair terms, and the men may be 
willing to do the some. Then one employer or 
a body of men w0rking in a particular mine 
pnt their foot down and say "No," and the 
whole community has to suffer a strike CJ<'Cause 
one obstreperous individual will not eome into 
line with the other". As the hon. member 
for J!'linders said with regard to contractors, 
they go into contracts with a hope that th<"Y 
know exactly what they will have to pay tlwir 
men, and will have no trouble of any sort, and 
all of a sndden a strike arises, perhaps through 
the action of some unscrupulous employer or 
of two or three unscrupulous int.lividuals, who 
may be employed in one particular trade. 
\Vould it not be much bott er that the law should 
step in as it does in almost every other mat.ter ? 
Two men may have even the sma.!lest little 
bit of a dispute, a private quarrel, and they 
may decide to settle it in the good old-fa,hioned 
way. They get away to a hack street and take 
their coats off and lwgin knocking little bits 
of bark off one another. They are not injuring 
an individual soul in the world but themselves, 
and yet the strong arm of the law, in the shape 
of a great big policeman, steps in and interferes 
in the dispute, and they are run off and fined for 
disturbing the peace. If the law inter-feres in 
that way with two individuals who are hurting 
no one but themselves, is it unreasonable to ask 
that the law should step in where a large number 
of individuals are hurt.ing not only t.hemsel ves 
but the rest of the community besides? I do not 
intend to speak at any length, but I do think the 
motion moved by the ho11. member for Flinders 
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is deserving of every consideration from the 
Government, and I have been very sorry to hear 
the old-time arguments about the liberty of the 
Rnbjeet trotted out al.{aiu. 
* Mr. L ESIN A ( Cterrnont): It appears to me 
that the argnmenr.s which the Home Secretary 
has addcessed to the subject are entirely wide of 
the mark. It a)Jpears that the strong argument 
he has ag,tinst this prorosal is that it, ,,roposes to 
c<>mpel persons who enter into an industrial dis
pute to-day to take their case before a properly 
constituted tribunal-a tribunal above sus)Jicion, 
and composed of able men, who have the coufi
dence of the community; that instead of brutally 
deciding it by the out-ofdate weapon called a 
"strib,," they should state their case, and a 
dcccision upon it should be given. Now, 1\'ew 
South \Vales has tried every variety of legis
lation for the settlement of industrial disputes 
that I •appose it is possible for any country 
tu I ry. In 18U2 they adopted a Conciliation 
Act, giving po .ver to employers and employees 
to approach a court when a dispute takes 
place on a n1a.tter of hnur.:-;, 'vages, or anything 
else affecting en.ployers and employees; but it 
"''" not taken ad vantage of except in a very few 
InstanceR. :i\Ir. Garran, who wns chairrnan of 
that board, i.q a memher of the Upper House in 
New ::louth \V:des, and he is known throudJOut 
Austr<elia as a m<1n whose !Jonn tides arb believed 
in by thn people of New i:'<>uth \V ales. That 
had no eifect, and in 18\JR they passed another 
Bill giving a diseretionary p(nver to cornpel a 
persou to come before the court to get a decision 
after his case had been stated. But the bon.rd 
h'ld no 1ne<H1H of enforcing their d.eci~ion, and 
that was a farce, and has been recognitJed as a 
fnrce, with the result that to-day they have got 
another Bill before the Now South \Vales Parlia
ment that goes a step further than the other two, 
which had been proved by human experience to 
he failiues. In this Bill they propose to give 
the cnnrt certain execnti ve power to apportion 
awardH, and to irnpo:-1e a fine upon the persons 
who d1, not reeognhe those awa,rds. That iH the 
cmnpulsi(\n which has arou~ed the slurnbering 
hostility in the brc· 1st of the Home Secretary. 
But that compulo,ion exists behind all our 
st;;tutes, which, after all, ate but tlw brute 
force of the community transmuted into legisla
tion. If ,Tuhn Smith and Bill Brown kuoc)l: 
Cdrner.-; off one another in the ntain street, they 
are hauled up by the strong arm of the ln.w. 
'rhey are compelled-their liberty is invaded, 
and they are compelled to recognise the award 
made by the magistrate who tries their case. If 
we can truRt onr ma.gi.:'tratei:i, :::~urely we can trust 
such a tribunal as w•mld be constituted under 
this prnpo,al of the hon. cnember for Flinders. 
The ide l of the Home Secretary, of com·se, is 
that a strike is a matter of no consequence at al1 
to the g.erH·ral body of the C0.11lllunity ; that it 
t-:imply concerns 1\lr. Brown, the ernpl11:ver, and 
Bill Smith an<! John lcobinson, n.nd the other 
personR employed by him. Dut it does not con
cem those f'ersons only, but ev0ryb• dy else in 
the cmnmunity. Let me give an illustration. 
l'e"ons C<>!lllected with tbe b~kers' trn.de to-day 
are working- frotn fourteen to eighteen hours a 
day ; and say they all strike to-night, Brisbn.ne 
would be without bread to-morrow. That strike 
would concern not only the persons employed in 
that trade, hut the whole of the people of Bris· 
bane. If it concerns the whole community, and 
is tt social action of farMreaching consequence, 
why should not the State step in and intelfere 
between employer and employees? That is 
what we want to do-to bring the striking 
workmen and their employer together, and to 
enforce certain awards made by an imparti"l 
tribunal, and we cctn do it for the benefit of 
the cummunity as n whole. The cost of strikes 

is well known, and it has been frequently harped 
upon by members on the other side of the House. 
I have here a few figures showing the enormous 
cost of strikes, and the gn.in by the appointment 
of an impartial tribunal which makes awards, and 
has the power to compel those awards to be 
observed. In New Zen.land it cost last year 
£2,800 fpr settling internal differences which 
took place between employer and employees. 
:From 1890 to 18!!4 strikes cost the unionists of 
Australia something like £200,000, and in one 
year alone, 1890, strikes cost them nearly 
£70,000. And yet in New Zealand, in one year, 
it only cost £2,800 to settle a whole lot of 
industrial disputes, because there the State 
gave power to a tribunal to step in between 
striking workmen and their employers, and settle 
their differences at a minimum of cost, and 
to the benefit of the men, of their employers, 
and of the CPmmunity generally. Between the 
25th May and the 3rcl August of this year 
the New Zealand Arbitration Court settled 
no fewer than fifty-nine trades' disputes and 
breache" of awards-settled them as easily as 
a dis)Jnte between two men who bash one 
another in the street is settled here in a court 
of justice. But how do we settle strikes in 
Queensland? The em]Jloyees come out ; one 
portion of the Pre's sools the employers on, 
the other sools the employees on; and the 
Government assists the employers, by providing 
free trains for free labourers to take the 
places of the strikers, as was, by an answer 
given by the Minister for Railways, proved 
yesterday afternoon. So the'e little wars go 
on, costing hundreds a week, and, perhaps, 
running into a quarter of a million of money 
by the end of the year. That is our out-of. 
date brutal method of settling these disputes 
here. Now, in New Ze:>land the arbitration 
court has power to call the masters and the 
mrm before it, to hen.r the evidence, niake its 
awn.rd, and compel both parties by penalties 
to recognise that award. That is a sensible 
method of settling these disputes. But as soon 
as we propose anything of the kind, some· 
body says, "That is curtailing the liberty 
of the subject." I say there is no Act of 
:Parliament that does not curtail someone's 
liberty. As the leader of the Opposition pointed 
out in his speech this afternoon, reform-every 
step we take forward to improve the political 
and social conditions during the last 100 years
aye, you can go back to the dawn of civilisation 
-interferes to some extent with the rights of 
private individuals. In the old times it was con· 
sidered right to do a lot of things which now are 
utterly il!ega.l. For instance, at one time pri
vate individuals could pool their capital to buy 
vessels to go to South Africa, make rn.ids on the 
savages living there, batten them down under 
hatches in c!Jains on those vessels, take them to 
America, and there sell them at the auction block 
at so much per bead. That was then considered a 
quite justifiable way of investing capital. If 
you look at literature of that time, you will see 
thn.t Queen Elizabeth, in the 15th century, 
knighted a man named Hawkins for opening 
np, in this way, such a profitable channel for 
English capital, and permitted him to wear 
em blazoned on his coat-of.armR a negro manacled 
in chains. Let the Chief Secretary and the 
H• .me Secretary and the .Minister without a 
portfolio think of that. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : That has nothing to 
do now with this Bill; it is old-gag history. 

Mr. LESIN A: Yes, it has. The statement 
has !Jeen made that if this legislation, proposed 
by the hon. member for Flinders, is passed, it 
will interfere with the liberty of the subject. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: No on!l ev~r said so. 
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Mr. LESINA: Yes. It has been said by 
the Home Secretary. He argued that such a 
system of compulsion was wrong because it 
interfered with the liberty of the subject. But 
I hold that fi system of making raids on native 
villages, seizing savages and selling them into 
slavery, was contrary to all feelings of humanity, 
and was very properly abolished by compul
sion. That is my argument-that every step 
we take forward in hu1nan affairs is a nega
tion of the right to do certain things. ln 
these days we look with horror at any nwn 
being sold into slavery, and our warships 
are now on the coast of Africa to put ·clown 
slavery. Allalongtheline, when wetakeanysteps 
forward to improve the social or political condi
tions of humanity, we must necessarily curtail 
human liberty in one wn,y or another. In the 
general interests of the community we must knock 
off some liberty. 

Mr. LEAHY: How does thn,t apply to long 
speeches? 

Mr. LESIN A : I would not be against that, 
if it would apply to members on both sides of 
the House. I am trying to prove that if we 
introduce a little compulsory legislation with 
regard to industrial disputes, it will be a great 
benefit to the community. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYli!PLE : That is the point. 
Mr. LESINA: Yes; but hon. members on 

the other side contend that no good will result 
to the community from such legislation. But 
again, we have the example of New Zealand: 
The climatic conditions in New Zealand o,re 
not different to those in this colony ; the people 
there are not different; they are not living under 
different conditions; they "pring from the same 
stock as we do; they speak the same language · 
they have the same traditions; profess th~ 
same religion-and yet they have adopted a 
measure of this sort, which has been provPd 
to have been highly beneficial-proved by facts 
pointer! out by myself and bv the hon. member 
for Flinders. There is one ,;ther little point I 
would like briefly to refer to in this connection. 
The New Zealand Act has been in operation 
since 1804 or 18!!5. It has settled fifty.nine trade 
disputes between 25th May and 3rd August 
this year, preventing strikes taking place. After 
five years' experience of the working of that Act 
this is what the Minister for Labour there says, 
in the annual report of the New Zeabnd 
Department of Labour, on the working of their 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act. He says-

It still holds its high position in the estimation of the 
industrial classes, and nothing ~ould dismay the 
workers of New Zcal:.~.nd so mnch as the possibility that 
they might ever revert to the old W<:t.rfare of strikes 
and locks-out. 
But we seem to be determined to stick to the 
system of strikes and locks-out. \V e are not 
anxious, so it seems, to interfere between 
employers and employees, although these dis
putes cost the country a great deal of m<>ney. 
As an illustration, there is a strike now going on 
in the Bundanba district. Here we have a 
number of coalminers out on strike when coal is 
rising in value throughout the world, and when 
that may mean a lot to the future prosperity of the 
coal industry. The wellbeing of the people in the 
district will be largely affected by this strike. 
From what we read in the newspapers, it appears 
that the men demand certain increase of wa"es 
and the employers are determined not to acc.;'de 
to their demands. Now, this strike mav last for 
months-public feeling may be arou"sed, the 
newspapers may take sides, harsh things 
may be said, and bitterness imported into the 
struggle-and in the meantime the industry is suf
fering, and wages that would otherwise be earned 
and spent, are not being earned. The community 
is suffering all round, and we have no power t'o 
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compel these people to come to a decision. If 
the men n,re willing to meet the employers, 
we might avail omselves of the services of a 
leading gentleman like the Premier. He could 
hear evidence on both sides and give his award; 
but what is lackmg is the power to compel 
the recognition of such an aw,crd. But we 
wonlrl have such power if the h(m. member 
for ~_,linders' suggetJtion were adopte(l, and his 
prO}JOsed le~~islation \\-ere passed, whid1 woul6. 
aho have the effect of preventing recnrrerwes 
o£ strikes from time to time. The only way 
o•:t of the difficulty is to n,ppoint an indepen
dent tribunal, con~isting of three repretlentative 
gentlen1en-ahle men, in whom we can have 
complete confidence, and who woulci not be 
open to rrny suspicion whatever. I think we 
can trust our jnclges, and if we appointed one 
of the jurlges as president of the arbitration 
court, and the employers and employees each 
n,pnointed a represent:1tive, those three would 
form a tribuna! who could hear evidence and 
give their a, ward ; and under a nlea>;ure such 
as that ouggested they would hn,ve power to 
enforce tlmt award. It is utterly uselc,;s for 
us trl pass legislation giving employers and 
employees power to approach an arbitration 
tribumd and st:.:te their grievances if th:1t tri
bunal has no power to enforce its deci,ion. 
In New South Wales the other day there 
was a strike in one of the coalmines, and the 
manager of the mine openly stated, or it is 
alleged that he openly sbtted, that altlwugh he 
went to arbicration he would not be hound by 
the award if it went ag-aiust. him. l''ortuna.te!y 
for himself, and fortunn,tely for the employees in 
the di:strict~ the aw:'trd was in hi~ favour, anrl 
he "~s perfectly content. But if it had been 
against hin1, the tribunal which nw,de the aw3.rd 
had no power to enforce it, and the result woulcl 
have been that the strike would have continued, 
and the giving of evi<lence bef,n·e the trilmrml 
would have been an utter waste of time. J<'or 
those and other ren,~ons, which will, I think, 
occur to hon. member, on both sides of the 
House, I am of opinion that the time is 
ripe for the pasoage of legislation of this kind in 
Queenslfmd \V Rwant compulsory interference in 
industrial di~putes. I do not a,sk for it in the 
interest of trade unioni:4R, or in the interet-t of 
wage. payers or wage-e.amers, but in the inten·.<t 
of the wlwle community, bec•me strikes affect 
everybody in the community, and especially the 
wivm and families of the strikers. I think this 
<Jnestion should be considered altogether apart 
from party or political con~iderations; it would 
be a wise and human8 thing if the Government 
passed a measure of the kind asked for at as 
early a date as possible. \Ve want it on humane 
grounds, and on the grounds of industrial 
exigency; we Wdnt it because it will prevent the 
bitterness of strikes ; and we want it for a mul
tiplicity of reasons which I could tabulate if 
I had time. Any man, whether an employer 
or an employee, should be prepared to vote for 
such legislation. lt !natters not whether a 
member is a supporter of the Government or 
not, he should give this matter carelu] and un
bin,ssed consideration. Surely the Government 
are not going to oppose everything that comes 
from this >ide of the House, and adopt the view 
that nothing good can come out of Nazareth. 
If a vote is taken on this motion, as I hope v. ill 
be the case some time this session, and the 
nmtter is treated on party lines, it w11l be utterly 
hopeless to expect to get on with legislation in 
the manner in which it should be conducted. If 
a reasonable proposition of this sort is voted 
down for party considerations, that will naturally 
embittt>r us against propositions coming from the 
Government. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPI,E; You always are. 
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Mr. LESIN A: No; we do not alw.~ys desire 
to be. I desire to do all I possibly can to as>ist 
the pa~sage of legislation coming from the 
Government side of the House, provided-and it 
is a reasonable proviso-that it is in the interest 
of the welfare of the community as a whole. 
However, as I have already intimated if party 
differences are going to be introduced into the 
consideration of a proposition of this kind, it is 
useless for us to ma.ke sngge·,tions for the welfare 
of the community. And that Leing the case, 
hon. members on the other side cannot be at all 
surprised if we very often retaliate. \Ve get 
every temptation to ret"liate under those cir
cumstances, and many members do ocmhionally 
do that when legislation comes from the Govern
ment side-Rmnetirnes \vhen that legislation is 
absolutely neces.<ary, perlmps, they cmmot 
help feeling tempted to retali::lte. The. tempta
tion is very strong to retaliate, thongh it 
may not a!wayd be acted npon. However, 
this is a matter which ought to be determined 
duri':g this session, ap:trt altogether from party 
considerations. \Ve should endeavour, if possible, 
to get outRicle ourselves, to get outside J\Iinisterial 
or La,bonr opinionR, and carry this resolution, 
heeause it will put a stop to tho.<e industri:tl 
fights, which in the past have resulted in the loss 
of much money and created hitternes£ in the 
community. 

Mr. BO\V'\fAN (Wrtrngo): I move the ad
journment of the dPbate. 

Qnestion put and passec1 ; and the resumption 
of the debate made an Order of the Day for the 
Ist of November. 

DISCUSSION 01<' POL'F;i\IIC<\L QUES
TIOKS BY THE GOVEitNOlt. 

On the following notice of motion being 
called :-

::\Tr. KIDSTON to mO\r·J-TJmtthi81Iom;e, whi.1eent.cr~ 
tainillg the highest nl~}lC(•t for His }~xc;:ollen<'y the 
Dovernqr, lJOth pcrsOllitlly and a:o; the representative of 
Her ).laj(!sty, ctccply rt•grets tllnt His l•ixt•e\lcucy shonld 
have taken ]mrt in the pnhHc tllRenssion of polit.ieal 
qno~tions of a polemieal eharacLcr-

The PRI<;l\IUjR said : I hope the hem. mem
ber for Jtockhampton will withdmw this mntion. 
\Vithout going into the merits or demerit, of the 
matter, I must Ray that I think it would he very 
much better that a motion of this sort ,;honld not 
be discussed in the House, and I would therefore 
ask the hnn. mernber to withdraw it. 

Mr. Me Dm;Ar,ll: It is biR own fault; this IS 

the second time he has taken the same course. 
Mr. KIDSTON (Rock/w.mpton): I thought it 

was my duty to call attention to this matter. I 
quite ac1mit that what the Premier says is true, 
that unless under very extreme circumstances it 
is not desirabh· to diHcuss such a motion in this 
House. It was only because I was forced into it 
that I took such an extreme step, but I hope that 
the way in which I have called attention to it 
will have the effect desired, and, with the leave of 
the House, I will withrlra1v the motion. I trust 
that hem. member; on both Rid<'·> will agree that 
I am doing the best thing in adopting that 
conrse. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leave is not 
reqnired to withdraw the motion. If it is not 
moved, it will lapse. 

At 7 o'clock, 

The SPEAKER resumed the Chn.:,.; and the 
House, in accnrdance ~with Scs,,iorwl Order, p1'o
cecded to cliocctss Um·crnrnent business. 

J<'IRST READING8. 
The House having, in committee, aftirmec1 the 

desirableness of introducing the following Bills, 

they were read a first time, and therr second 
readings made Orders of the Day for Tnesday 
next:-

Harbour Boards Act, 1892, Amendment Bill, 
Census Bill, 
University of Queensland Bill, and 
Grammar Schools Act Amendment Bill. 

SUPPLY. 
RESGMPTION OF Co~IMITTEE-DEBATE ON 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

Question--That there be granted to Her 
Majesty, for the service of the year 1899-1900, a 
sum not exceeding £300, to defray the salary 
of the aide-de-camp to His Excellency the 
Governor-stated. 
* Mr. GIVENS (Cctirns): I think the Treasurer 
may very reasomtbly be congratulated on having 
put before the Committee a Financial Statement 
which is clear and concise, and which is under
standable by men of ordinary intelligence, and 
also on the fact that, in spite of some circum
stances which might be considered adverse, the 
record for the year has been one of steady pro
gress and advancement industrially. But having 
said that, I think I ha Ye said all that can be said 
in favour of the Treasurer or his :Financial 
Statement, because I entirely agree with ·ohe 
observation of the leader of the Opposition when 
he said that not even the shadow of a policy 
is disclosed by the Statement. I think the 
Treasurer w.1s· in duty bound to have given us 
some outline of a financial policy, considering 
that we are shortly to enter upon an entirely new 
era and new conditions under federation. 
And I further think it was his duty- know
ing as he must know that the incidence of 
taxation is 1mf<tir and unjust, and IS borne on 
»houlders unfitted to bear it-to have outlined 
some policy which would have remedied that 
evil, which he was perfectly well aware of. 
In looking over this 8tatement, I find that while 
the estimated revenue was largely exceeded, the 
estimated expenditure was exceeded in almosb 
equal amount; yet, notwithstanding that fact, 
the Treasurer is able to show a surplus of 
£47,78!!. That may be very gratifying to the 
Treasurer, and to a number of members of this 
House, but it is not a grat1fying circumstance to 
me, Lecause I contend tbat the Treasurer should 
have bPen fairly well able at the beginning of 
la>t financial year to have gauged the probable 
rtJvenue and probable expenditure. I consider 
that surpluses are not in themselves desirable 
thingH, because a surplus simply means that 
a greater amount has been taken from the 
t.1xpayers of the colony than there was any 
need to take. Therefore I contend-and I 
think it must be obvious to any unprejudiced 
person- that a surplus is a standing invitation 
to the Treasurer to indulg-e in extravagance. 
It would be much better to gau~e the probable 
needs of the colony so closely that the revenue 
to be raised would not far exceed the expendi
turn. The total estimated revenue last year 
was £+,388,445, and that sum was exceeded by 
£1UB,7fi2. Is that not an enormous amount for 
the 'l'rea,nrer to be out in his calculations
nearly £200,000? If there had been any 
phenomenal advancement in things generally, 
or if a great goldfield had been discovered 
during the vear to account for it, I would not 
find so much fault; but, as I have said, the 
year has been one of steady industrial progress, 
and nothing whatever unusual has occurred. 
It seems to me that the ac1visers of the Treasurer, 
or the Trea·urer himself, must have made a gross 
mistake when they under-estimated the revenue 
this time la"t year hy close upon £200,000. Again, 
the Treasurer should be in a p<wition to know 
about what his probable expenditure for the 
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financial year would be at the time he delivered 
his Financial Statement. :Evtery department of 
the Government service are well aware what 
their probable requirements will be. Yet we 
find that the estimated expenditure last year was 
exceeded by £17!5,998. 

The ORIEl<' SECRETARY : A great portion of 
that is due to the despatch of the South African 
contingents. 

Mr. GIVENS : The TreaRurer should have 
had a full know ledge of the probable cost of 
sending away those contingents to South Africa. 

The ORIEl<' SECRETARY : You tried to prevent 
them from going. 

Mr. STEWAR'l': That has nothing to do with 
the question. 

Mr. GIVENS: I like to see the Chief Secre
tary riding his favourite hobLy-horse, but I am 
afraid that no matter how he flogs it he will not 
be ablte to get a kick out of it. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: It did not get him 
a title. 

Mr. GIVENS: When we see and know the 
character of a number of individuals who at 
present have got titles, and the means by which 
they got them, I think it would be very unkind 
to wish to see the hon. gentlem~tn included 
amongst their number. To return to my subject, 
I contend that the taxation per head of the 
population is really too great for a colony such 
as this. Further, I contend that the expenditure 
per head of the population is al"o entirely too 
great, a" I hope to he able to prove before I sit 
down. Ana)ysing the figures, I find that the 
tot~tl expenditure per head of the population la.st 
year was £8 17s. 1d., and that the total depart
mental and general expenditure was£!) l!ls. 10d. 
If we turn back to the figures for 1S90-!ll we 
shall find that the departmental and general 
expenditure has not decrf'aeed one iota per bead 
of popnlation, notwithstanding the great increase 
of our population since that period. In 18fJO- 91 
the population was 3!!3,988, whPrer.s thi.s year it 
is 512,604, or an increase of llS,GGG. Yet, not
withstanding this very large increase, the depart
mental and general expenditure per he~td of 
population h~ts rather increased than decreased. 
That is out of all reason, and the Treasurer c~n
not present a Financi~l S< atement that will be 
satisfactory to the House an cl the country unless 
be can show that by increase of population we 
are reducing the annual expenditure per bead. 
In order to provide for that expenditnre we have 
to ta.x. our people up to the eyee, not only on the 
lnxurres but on the very necessaries of life. 
Analyeing the figures further, I find that the 
revenue per head of population last ye:tr-that 
ie, the revemJP derived from t:<xation alone-
amounted to £3 Ss. 5d. That is a very severe 
tax, because it includes men, women, and 
children. If you work it out von will find that 
a man and his wife and three children-which I 
take to be :tn average family in the colnny-are 
directly taxed to the amonrit of £17 2s. 1<{; nnd 
that is without reckoning the money received 
from the public services of the colony in any 
way. Now, if we take the total revenue frmrr 
all. sources-post office, railways, ~tnd every
tbmg else-an<i remember it is the people who 
have to pay that also-we find that the total 
revenue per bead amounts to £8 18s. 10d; in 
other words, that a family of five are taxed to 
the amount of £44 14s. 2d. per annum. That is 
severe taxation, and a taxation which the vast 
majority of the people of the colony should not 
be called upon to endure. Tlwir condition will 
not. permit them to endure it. withont having to 
suffer-to curtail tbemsel v'" in the neceRsaries~tnd 
comforts of life, and in nll that goes to make life 
worth living. I maintain that the Government 
should look to other sources for their revenue, 

and not tax the poorer part of the population ~ts 
they are taxed at the present time. As I said, 
although th€ populaoion brts increased by 118,000, 
the taxation per head of the population which was 
received into the general revenne last year, was 
greater than in any year since 1890-91. I intend, 
before I sit down, to point out some of the ways 
in which I, at ~tny rate, think the incidence of 
taxation could he more eqnit~tbly apportioned. 
But before coming to th~tt oubjr et I should like 
to emphasi>e this point: that the <leman(h of the 
Treasurer per head of the population are greater 
now than they were in ltl!J0-91. And I would 
also point out that in that yertr we were giving a 
far larger amount of endowment to local anthori
ties than we are doing now; and yet, notwith
standing that fact, and notwithstanding the 
fact th:tt our popnlati,m has largely increased, 
the expenditure per head of population has 
increased also, instead of, as it should have done, 
decreasing very ccn:..iderallly. The endown1ent to 
local authorities in 18!JO-!Jl was .t:lk8,27Q-a, c:tn 
be verified by reference to Table 7,4-while this 
year it is only £103,!)3!5, or a reduction of £79,3:15. 
Every busitw~s 111an ·who hopes to nw.ke his 
buRiness a, succe .... s know~ that aR his hu~inP~s 
increa~es the average of 1nana!Zerial expenses 
decreasPs in pror,orti11n to the vohunP of bntilnFss 
done. Those may he corn pared to the depart
mental expenses of a colony, which is only a 
concern on a large scale; and with increttRe of 
popubtion the percentage nf detmrtmental 
expenditure should diminish. It is much 
chea.ver to manage a lnrge aif:.tir proportionately 
than to m:1nage a small affair; and it does not 
speak welt fnr the rrrea~urer and for the~ Govt>rn
ment tb:.t the result, "'shown by the Treasurer's 
Statement, of all their financial al<ility, of all 
their gr<•at pnh!ic knowlerlge, of all their self
sacrificing serdce~ to the colony i~, tha.t., alr hnngh 
population has increased and the local autho
rities h:we been deprived of a largo portion of 
their endowment, the expenditure per head of the 
population is increasing by le:tps a.nd bonnds. 
Let us exa.mine for a n1onwnt the sonrcet-; from. 
\Vhich this htxat,ion is derived. F.rmn nfl?.:alol'em 

dntiPs the anwnnt derived waH 
[7·ao p.m.] £32·!,181 Os.lOd.; tbatis,onther1ctu>tl 

lli':'C(""'ssarim; of lift>, includ1ng woollen 
and cotton good~, clothing, and several artic1As 
of food ; and it is the great m»·•s of the people 
who havP to pny prettv mJ~trly all the ad 1·alorern 
duty. '!_'hen we have a duty on flour, which is 
one' of the mnst es8ential nec~..,~sarie:-: of lif~: la"t 
ymt.r there waH ci)llt'Ct.ed on fl( mr no ] PSR a snn1 
than £;{G,G2S. Who pays that dnt.y? Will it 
be contended that it is the wealthy? 'l'hey 
pay their sh,,re, but the poor man will conmme 
1mich more flour. than they, because a man 
who does eig-ht hours hard toil under a 
broiling sun naturally h:ts a greater appetite th:tn 
a n1an who works in an office, or doeH nothing at 
all, and there·fore conRnme:-; nwre .tlonr and con
sequently pays more of the tax. Is it fair to put 
an equality of taxfttion on the 1nan whn is earn
ing only £100 aml the mall who is perhaps gBtting 
£100,000 a year? I say it is a system oppo><ed to 
all equity, to all gond government, and to the 
industrial and material WPll-being of the people 
of the colony. Another thing for which the 
people of the colony are taxed is to make up 
the loes on our railways, and Ja<t year the 
net deficit on onr railways WitS o£327,"188-that 
is, that amount of interest on the sum expended 
bad to be made np out of taxation last year. 
And tha.t deficit has to be made up by taxing 
people who perhaps derive no benefit at all 
from thm~e ra.ilways. r.rhere are F:cores of places 
in the colony that are not served by rail ways, 
yet the v.eople in those places have to pay enor
mons ~tmmmto everv year to prnvirle other people 
with railways. I arlinit that the deficit is more 
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apparent than real, because we derive indirect 
advant>1ges from the expenditure, but I maintain 
that the deficit should be made up by the people 
who derive the benefit. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYlilPLE : Those are the people 
who travel. 

Mr. GIVENS: The J>eople who derive the 
most benefit are the people who own the land in 
the vicinity ,,f the railways. There are people 
in the colony who have made fortunes hy jobbing 
in land through the construction of railways. 

Mr. HAimAcm;: You would not include the 
Chief Secretary, surely ! 

Mr. G IV ENS : The Chief Secretary may or 
may not be gnilty of jobbing in land wl'ere ra.il
ways were going to be constructed ; but if he 
were ever so guilty I do not blame him a little 
bit. Very probably I would do the same myself 
if I had the chance. I do not blame any man for 
taking advantag€ of circum;tances as they exist; 
but I scty that any legislator is entirely to bhtme 
if, &eeing the f'vil of sueh a syste1n, he doJ?s not 
devise a remedy and proceed to put it int.o pra~
tice. The Chief Secretary and the Minister 
without portfolio are both astute enough to see 
that evil, but they are not generou.:; enough or 
just enough to the people of this colony to provide 
a remedy. Every sh1lling spent on railway con
structiun enhances the value of private property in 
the vici11ity o£ the ra,il \Vav line, and it would nnt 
be asking too lllllCh to make the prOJ>Rrty-owners 
in the vicinity of the rail wRy make up the deficit 
on our rail wnys by giving hack a portion of the 
increment that baR taken place in consequence of 
the construction of those railways. 

1\Ir. Rn.um : Hear, hear ! The betterment 
princi IJle. 

Mr. GIVENS: Imtead of working people 
having to make up this deficit every year by 
taxation through the Cu.stoms and other taxa
tion, I think it should be provided by the people 
who directly benefit from the cons ruction of 
those rail wn.ys by the adoption of the better
ment principle. If that principle is applied, we 
will not want to go cap in hand to private 
syndicates to build our rail w :.tys ; we will have 
all the money we want to build all the rail
ways we want for c·urselves. Of course we 
know that the betterment principle finds no 
favour with hon. members opposite who hold 
a brief for the capitalisb. 'l'hey are full of 
sympathy for the working man when they 
want a private milway to go through ; bnt I 
would like to know where their sympathy comes 
in whAn the. working men are fleeced through 
the Customs to pay tne deficit on rail wctys built 
to enhance the private ]Jrove,rty of the gentlemen 
owning the land in the vicinity of the railways. 
There is a good deal too much political influence 
in the management of our railways, and I will 
mention an inotance which concerns the elec
torate of the hon. n1ember for M11ckay. \Vhen 
I was in Mackay some time ago, I w;1s credibly 
inforn1ed that thfre is a train run t~very llHlrning 
from Eton to J\Iirani, which only carries a 
basket of bread. 1 camped a night at J~ton, 
and next morning took the train to Mirani. 
lt went to the junction with the usual number 
of passengt"'S going to Mackay. The train then 
went on from the junction to .Mirani--to Mirani 
\Vest-and as a matter of fact the only passengers 
were the railway auditor and myself, and a 
basket of bread. I camped at J\!Iirani that 
night; and to verify the statement I went to 
the station next n1orning when the train came in, 
and I found uot even two dead-heads, but only 
the basket of bread ; and I was informed by 
everybody there that, except for a little while 
every year, that is the regular thing on that rail
way line. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: There is not one
tenth part of the loss that there is on the Cairns 
line. 

Mr. GIVENS: Now, the Mackay line is one 
which does not p:ty even working expenses. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYilfPLE: Yes, it does. It 
pays 2~ per cent. interest. You mistake it for 
Cairns. 

Mr. GIVENS: \Ve will look at the tables 
attached to the Statement, and see what it does 
do. 

Hon. D. H. DAT,RYMPLE: Take the Cairns 
rail way for the last ten years. 

Mr. GIVENS: In Table S, on page 24 of the 
tables relating to the Treasurer's Financial 
Statement, we find there that the net revenue of 
the Mackay Railway last year was £8,776 7s. 6d., 
and the working expenses were £10,925 9s. 

The Tm;ASURER : That is only one year. 
Hon. D. H. DALHYMPLE: That is only one year, 

and you picked it carefully. It has paid far 
better than the Cairns line. 

Mr. GIVENS: Now we come to the Cairns 
Railway fur the same year. 

Hon.' D. H. DALRYMPLE: That is the Chil-
lagoe Company. 

Mr. GIVENS: No. 
The TREASURER: Take it for five years. 
Mr. GIV.B;Ns: The receipts from the Cairns 

line last year were £23,308 5s. !Jd., and the 
working expenses £19,754 17s. 4d. 

Mr. LEAHY : \V hat about the interest? 
Mr. G IV ENS : If the hon. gentleman will 

allow me. I will tell him all I know about it. 
Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : It has lost about 

half a million. 
Mr. U IV ENS : I am just about to finish about 

the Mackay Railway, and then I will tell you a 
littl~ about the Cairns line. 

Hon. D. H. DALHYMPLE: \Ve know all about 
it. 

Mr. GIVENS: Does the hon. gentleman 
know that that train has been running on the 
Mirani line to take a b~.sket of bread? 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLJ<;: I rise to a point 
of explanation. I said I knew all about the 
Cairns line. I did not refer to the Mackay Rail
way. 

:Yir. GIVENS: Of course, I have to accept 
the hon. gentleman's statement. At the same 
time I will vouch for the truth of the statement 
that I have made. I am informed by rnen who 
work on the line at Mackay that this state of 
things has nearly always existed. Now, I do 
not object to any amount of service on the 
J\Iackay Railway to suit the convenience of the 
people, but it is really too much to ask the tax· 
payers to pay for the running of trains simply to 
carry a basket of bread ; and another thing, 
Mirani is a lar.:er township than Eton, and it 
is quite possible that if the Government did 
not subsidise the baker at Eton by carrying 
his bread, another baker would Rtart at Mirani, 
and there would be no necessity for running 
the train at all. I do not, as I have said, 
object to a r~asonable amount of service for 
the convenience of the people, but it is certainly 
too much to expect the people to pay for running 
a train merely to carry a basket of bread. I 
asked the Hon. the Minister for Railways on 
one occasion if he were aware of any recom· 
mendations having been made by the officers of 
his department on this matter, and if his depart
ment were givillg effect to these recommendations, 
but we have nrever had a reply to that qnestion 
yet. It would be very interesting indeed if the 
papers were turned up to find what were the 
rec·}mmendations of the officers of the depart
ment with regard to the running of this line, 
and also the reasons assigned for not acceding 
to those recommendations. It does not matter 
what reasons were assigned, I would still 
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be of opinion that the principal reaRon why 
those recommendations were not given effect 
to is the fact that Mackay has the honour of 
having two Ministers to represent them. As to 
the enormous loss on the Cairns Hail way, will 
any hon. gentleman tell me that there is any 
line in the colony which would pay if only forty
six miles of the worst portion of that railway from 
a construction noint of view were built? There 
is no line that would pay under those circum
stances. 'Vhy, even the Townsville line, which is 
the best paying line perhaps in Australia, would 
not pay if it were only built for forty-six 
mile" from Townsville. The C;cirns Hail way is 
taken over a very rough range at enormous 
cost, and through, on the whole, very rough 
country. How is it possible for that line to 
pay after the enormous blunders that have been 
made in connection with it? _\s a matter of 
fact, the contractor for the second section, owing 
to the mism»nagement of the Railway Depart
ment, made a profit of £500,000 on the building 
of fifteen miles of railway. 

Mr. LEAHY: He went broke some months 
afterwards. 

Mr. GIYENS: He did not go broke some 
month' afterwards, but some years afterwards. 
Now, I will tell the hnn. gentleman that that 
enormous profit was made by the contractor 
simply through the messing of the Government 
and through the messing of the engineers they 
had in charge of it. They know, as a matter of 
fact, that nearly all the engineer'., with one or 
two honourable exceptions, were dipping their 
hands into the public purse of this colony and 
acting in collusion with the contractors. If not, will 
they kindly explain why they found it necessary 
to discharge some of those engineers afterwards? 
Now, why has Cairns to be saddled with the 
blunder of the Government, and why have we to 
find payable traffic to cover the blunders of the 
Government, »swell as the legitimate charg ·s of 
the railway? There ought to be ta.ken off the 
cost of that railway at least £GOO,OOO, as being 
entirely owing to the blunders of the GuvPrn
ment in connection with the second section. 
The enormous expenditure on the !llaintenance 
of the C>tirns line for the last ten years has 
simply been cansed by the mismanagement of 
the Government and the Government officials. 
The Hon. the Premier knows as well as I do, o.nd 
the Minister for Railways also knows, that 
nearly every bridge on that line has had to he 
replaced a short time after thr·y were built, 
owing to the inferior timber that the contractor 
was allowed to put in ; and that is another reason 
why that linP does not pny. If that line had 
been continue.d to the mineral country of Her
berton and Mount Garnet and in th»t vicinity, 
there would be no bet.ter paying line in the 
colony of Queensland. We know that the second 
section had to go up the range, and it was impos
sible to bring down any local timber. Everything 
had to be brought up from the coast. But, as a 
matter of fact, there is really no good lmrdwood 
in the immedi>tte vicinity of Cairns There is 
magnificent ha1dwood further inland. The 
timber which Cairns produces in large quantities 
and of the best quality is cectar and other soft 
timbers, which are not suitable for rail way bridge 
building. Now, ahead of that railway, in the 
Herberton di.,trict, right through Herberton, 
Montalbion, Mount Garnet, and some other 
places in th>tt direction, there is the finPst 
and richest mineral country perhaps in Australia. 
The miners there wen' paying enormous rates of 
carriage to the coast because the Government 
would not push out the line to be of service to 
them. The Premier knows well, and the hon. 
member for vVoothakab, if in his place, could 
bear me out when I say that even after the rail
way was built, teams of pack mules were actually 

competing with the Cairns Hailw»y. I know 
for" fact that people found it cheaper to bring 
down the stuff by teams of p»ck mules, over the 
old track on the range, than to bring it in to 
l'vlareeba and send it down from there by the 
r::tilway to Cairns. Ther~ are seveml things 
which hwe militated »gainst the Cairns Rail
w<>y being a paying one. I have said that the 
first was the enormous cost, owing to the blunders 
of the G-overnment and their officials, in the 
building of the line. 

Mr. LI<:AHY: Then it was not done purposely 
if they were only blunders. 

Mr. GIVJl;J'\S: I tun not going to say it w»s 
done purpo,ely, because the people who made 
the mistakes are not here to take part in this 
debate and defend themselves; bnt 1 he present 
Government are the direet succe,:sors of the 
Government of that time, ant! thev may llc>tr a 
portion of the bbme, for it is the s<1me old con
tinuous Ministry that has been blundering along 
in Queensland all the time. 

The Tl<F.ASURF.R: You are qnif.e mistaken. 
Mr. GIYJoNS: I must admit that there has 

never been the useless trading on the Ca[rns line 
that there has been on the J\:lackay line. 

Hon. D. H. IlALRDfPLE: That is only btely. 
I have been there. I was there before the hon. 
1nern'oer. 

1\lr. GIVENS: I beg the hon. gentleman's 
pardon. Did he say he was there before I was? 

The TREASURER: Yes. He was there before 
you came to the country. 

:Mr. GIVENS: I rlonbt it very mnch. 
The TllEASUH!nt: He w»s; and I believe I 

was too. 
Mr. GIVENS: I know the Treasnrcr w»s 

there, and went in fqr a good many operations 
that did not pay hirn as well as they ought to 
have done. I do not object to interjeetions; I 
hope I shall be able to m"ke my ·eo·lf clear, not
withstanding the string of interjections th»t are 
being made by hnn. gentlemen OfJl ""ite. Another 
thing that nnlit.atHl ag»inst the Cairns Railway 
was the fact thnt it ended at a gum-tree, and a 
very poor gun1-trt e at thn.t. 

.Mr. LEA!!¥: I thought that was the Uowen 
line. Is thPre a gum-tree at CairnR, too? 

Mr. GIVENS: vVe will have ample oppor
tunitv to discuss tbe Bowen line before the close 
of the session, >tnd I do not propose to waste time 
upon it to-night. Twenty miles from the head 
of the present terminus of the Cairns Hailw:ty, 
as the 'l'rensnrer knows, there is the finest p,;tch 
of rich agricnltnml scrub lantl that is to be found 
in any part of Austndht. The land will produce 
anything, and in fertility and climate the. rlis
trict is equal to apything in Australia. 'l'he 
Trea,urer knows as well >OS I do that the timber 
resources of that country are practically inex
bmJRtible. 

The TimAHURICR: All that has been said yenrs 
ago. 

Mr. G IYEi\'S : Yes, and I »m here to 
emphasi::;e it, for if it waR sajd yeau~ :1go, the 
Government appear to have tilkcn very little 
heed of it, for at the pr~st:nt time, and within 
the la.~t tvn:•lve rnonths, three traction eugine~ are 
working between Atherton and Mareeb'< b>tnling 
down timber, and there are, in addition, 2,000 
horses c~rrying on that road. lH thHe any 
district in the colony of Qneenslancl, in which it 
is proposed t<> build "' rail way, that can show 
thu.t amount of traf!ie to be secured as S(lOll as 
the line is built? 

The TJ,EASCHER : I wonder you do not object 
tot hose f'ngineB workin~. 

l\lr. GlVENS: I have not the slightest ob
jection to those (mgines \Vorking, aud I m11 
willing to welc<>me more nf them to show up the 
shameful neglect of the Govermmmt. 
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Hon. D. H. D.;LRYMPLE: \Vhy, Cairns was 
built by Government money. The Government 
made it-and the Chinamen. 

1\lr. G IVEKS: If hon. gentlemen will send 
their interjec1 inns along one u.t a tirne, I arn 
willing to deal with them. I noticed the 
Tre:tstH·er prompted the :Minister without a 
p:ortfolio to inkrject about the Chinese in 
C<1ims. 

Hon. D. H. DALRBJPLR: He did not. 
1\lr. GIVB='TS: The ~linister without a port

folio need nut go bey<mcl the town of :Yiackay to 
fin(l aR dir:;_;-racoful a state of things in connec~,ion 
with Chinese and Japanese as exists in any part 
of Austmlin. 

Hon. D. H. 1lALRDlPLl•:: No. 
Mr. G I VEKS : I walked in m ignorance-
Hon. J), H. DALHYMPL;:: Uh, you found it 

out, dirl yon? (Laug-hter.) 
Mr. GIVEKO:l: ln my ignorance I walked 

through a, certain str<:-'et in l\lack.ty, an({ I Raw a 
.T npane~e wornan \Valk frmn one t-;ide of the strePt 
to the other without'"' much costume on her ''s 
Mother EvP had. 

Mr. LRAHY: \V ere yuu walking in your Hleep? 
(Langhter.) 

1\Ir. G-IVENR I was not walking in my 
slec'll, and if I were it is probable I would hnve 
1Jeen mnch 1nore innocunt tha,n the hon. tne.JHber 
for Bull no would be under shnilar circurnstances. 
(L'>ugbter.) 

.Mr. LRAHY: ({ive ns the seqncl. 
l\Ir. GlVB~S: A~ for the Chinan1Pn having 

nutde Ca,irn;-;, I Nay tha.t the ChinanH'n have 
ruin 'rl CttirnH. The J\Linister for \grienlt.nre, 
\Vhen he waR np there in the federal rece~:::, 
lwcame sei"ed with tbe het and spoke YPry 
t;t.rungly ahout it. l-Ie then expreBsed the opinion 
tlmt the Chinese hn.d bc;en the cnrse of Cnirns 
in tha.t. respect., and the selfiRh dependence upon 
the Ohine~1e to corne along- and do things for 
people hacl h;.1d a. rnotlt dt'lnoralif-ing infinence. 
In that opinion I entirely concur, but neitlwr 
I nor the p~trty I huloug to are resrJOn:-;ible for 
the pre~encP of Chine~e in C:ctirns or in any 
<Jtlwr 1)1)rtion of the colony. It i~ nga.ilu~t onr 
wiHh and in Rpite of our opposition th:tt they 
have comA ht~re at a.IL \Ve do :not Wl--\1CI)lll8 
them, ancl will not ~a.y th:Lt \Ve havP to lean on 
the Chinese crutch to suppott us thron,;·h life. 
But wh3,t d.,) hon. gent.lernen oppllsite say? 
Int;ide of two rninute~, if n1y wurdH arn dm1bted, 
I co.n produce n photog-nph tnken in Cnirns 
~howing that the pri11nipnl dopntation that; 
\V,-.lcnnH~d t.he Tre;u:;;nrer and the Hecretarv for 
Lnn(ls tn C<::~intR the ot!tf·r thty waN conlpnt·{ed of 
a long proee.:5~ion of Uhinn.tnen rigged out in 
oriental finery. (L,mghter.) 

Hon. n. H. llALltDil'Ll> : Did they not 
welcorne 'ThornaN Givens too? 

l\Ir. GIVgN::; : I extenrled my welcome to 
Ministers outside of the contnmin:itino- influence 
of the Chin e.-B. ProbaiJly before I sit d~,wn I will 
hnve t.he pL~nsnre of pt·odneing- tha.t photugraph, 
tha.t ht,n. Jllt'nlh<~rs 1nay Rf'.e Y-vho are thp principal 
Rnpporters of thn UoYernment in the Northern 
portion of tlw Crllony. 

Mr. LR.\HY: I won!tl lib; to know the seqnel 
to the ntlwr episode. 

J\[r. Gl.VEI\'t-l: I dare say the hun. member 
for Bnllo(,, t:vho is very competent 

[8 p.m.] to tnrn an episode of that kind to 
good account, wonld have been able 

tn derive a. large mnonnt of enioytnent from it; 
hut I CHI nssnre him thnt the contr.,ry "as my 
experience. Now, co1uing to taxation; I nudn
t:tin tiu"tt. it is uot fairly apport.imwd, bee: lHAe it 
falh un the sh•mlders of those leaHt able. to bea.r 
it., a.nd is not sntficiently pbePrl on the shoulders 
of those well able to bear it Almontees pa.y 
nothing at a11 in the way of taxation. Now the 
principal portion of onr revenue is derived 

through the Customs. I mny here state that the 
only thing we have at all in the shnpe of an 
incmne tax, a propPrty tax, or a land ta,x, lS the 
diYidend tax, and thnt is most inequitable and 
injurious in its incidence. 

.i\fr. LEAHY : It is part of our revenue. 
Mr. GIVENS: The hem. member is con

founding territorial revenue with taxation. 
Territorial revenue is not taxation at all. As 
many hon. gentlemen seem to be very interested 
in the pbotogmph of the members of the deputa
tion that I have nliuded to, I now produce the 
photngraph sho\\ iug the Chin<''·8 deputation in 
nil their g-orgeous finery. [Photograph passed 
round the Chamber.] 

]\fr. LK\H¥: \Vhy, you nre among't them. 
Mr. lHVE"'8: The hem. member for Bulloo 

jfl a conntrvrnau of rnine, and jf he nteans to in
Hinun.te thr"t I arn a Uhinarr1an, he IDUAt also 
admit that he is a Chinaman. I think that 
inl-itead of clf ... riving the greateRt portion of our 
taxation reYenne through the Custonm, other 
means could be found by which we could get a 
laro·e nniount of revenue, without hurting any
on:. Thot-:e who own propertY, derive, in ruany 
c<tses, large advantage' therefrom, bnt they do 
not contribute nnything- through the CclStoms, 
and I think thev should contribute n fair amount 
thronah HOllle other rnea,ns. J1""'or that reason we 
shoui;'J ha;·e an absentee tax, as I contend th<>t it 
is only fair for these people to contribute sorne
t!1i11g in return for the handsome advantages they 
recej\.e. 

J\Ir. JJE.·\ HY: You c:1nnot tax an absentee. 
1\I r. G l V F NS : \Veil, tax the property of these 

ah<Pnte"'3. There is nnother matter I would like 
to draw nttention to, and that is that a very brge 
portion of our expenditure eYery year is incurred 
in ndministerin;-· the law of property, and has 
nothinu- to do o \vith the law wjth regard to 
indi vic~ro.ls. I? or thnt reasun, I think it would Le 
fair to make property be:tr :t proportion of that 
f'Y}1enditnre which individnab ha\'8 to bna.r nuw. 
The (~:xpenditure of onr public nwney (1n pnblic 
worb--which <'very body h•rs to eontrihnte to-
c··nhn.nceK the value ~>f private propf•rty, and it jq 
only fair to aNk theNe owners of property to 
contdlmte Rolllething towartls th1q expt-·IHhture. 
Every shilling Rpunt on public works, railway~, 
h11rbour ituprovenH'nts, enhances the value of 
private property. 

l\Ir. LKHJY: \Vhat wonLt you do in the CfLSe 
of the value of property beint; decreased? 

l\f r. G lVEK8: I never knew a decrease in 
the valne of any bnd simr,Jy becauKe of th<' con
stnwtiun of public works. The actual vnlne of 
the lanrl uPver deereases. Tbe laud is a! ways 
there ; but the specula~ive value of the laud may 
be clecrensed. Certain lands are eaymble of 
producing good crops whether irnproventents are 
n1ad.e in their vicinity or not. 

An HoNOUltABLJ•; l\Innnm: Compare Cnirns 
nwl Port lloug-las. 

1\lr. G 1\ ENS: La1Hl nt l)ort IJonglas is as 
good to-(lay as it was (ifty year.-;; ag-o. The hon. 
nw1uber for l\'Iackay is a keen lngic~an, and he 
mnst ~ee that, even if the conten11on of hon. 
lDClnh-ws oppoBite is Lrne, th~tt Ha_,re is no great~r 
falLu:y than to g-eneraJi,e on individunl caHeS. lf 
their c,mtention is correct, he must see thnt the 
general fact still remains, that the building of 
public works, railways, and hfl.rl?onr irnprove
mnnts must enh>tnce the vnlue nf pnvate property 
in the vicinity of such works. Inste:ad of these pro
perty-o\Yners contributing a fair portion towards 
this expenditure, they nllow the burden to 
rest on the shoulders of the workPrs-people who 
derive no henetlt. ther(efrmn, and who have hard 
~trnggle to obtain the n~Ct"RRaries of life wh_ich 
they hnve to consmne. I say that argument rs a. 
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solid one; there is no gainsaying it. Instead of 
maintaining the dividend tax, which, as I said 
before, is inequitable in its incidence, we should 
immediately wipe it out altogether, and sub"ti
tute an income tax. \Vhat is the result of this 
dividend tax now? A large number of people 
have to pay it without deriving any real benefit 
at all. There are dnzens of people that I know 
have shares in mines, and no dividend has been 
paid on them for a long time, but when a small 
dividend is declared this tax is religiously 
collected. At the same time they would be 
paying in calls to other mines a sum far in 
exces~ of the an1ount they were receiving 1n 
dividends, so tlmt they woulrl be deriving no 
direct income at all from mines. Indeed a 
man might by his mining transactions he 
incurring a large annual losR, and yet have 
to pay the dividend rluty tnx. And it is the 
sanl8 in connection with other cornpa.nies. There 
are an1onnts of Inonev in vested in all our 
companies on behalf of widows and orphans 
and others, and that is the sole resource they 
hn.ve for their living, and yet the 'l"'reasurer 
comes along and collects his dividend duty, pPr
hnrmfrom a widow who b:1s an income of only £100 
per annun1, while the 1nan who i~ deriving- thou
sands of pounds H. year fr0111 other ROUrCBS ,!HC:lpE'R 
scot free. That is altogether inequitable, and 
if the Government desire to be fair ann just to 
all parties concerned, and especially if they 
desire to largely increase the n'ven"ue of tb'e 
colony, nnd place the hurtlen of tnxntion on the 
shouldPrs of those best able to bear it, they will 
wipe out the rlividend tax at once, and instead put 
on an income tax, which would mrtke those per
sons 'Yho dC'rive banclsome inemnes every year 
from (~neensland. and who benefit lltrgely by the 
expenditure of public money, c'mtribute their rlne 
quota to the revenue of the colony. Now, to 
come clown to one or two specific matters, I fintl 
that notwithstanding the het that the Govern
ment this year nre going to introrlucn five 
priv~te rail way Bills, which tlwy are go;ng to 
try to force throngh this House, and the 
main excuse for whwh is that they wish to find 
work for the unemployed, they prnr•osn to 
r-.pend £GO,OOO thi,c; cmning year on immigration. 
1f there are so rr.any unernployecl in the colony, 
nnd their condition is so deplorable that we have 
to de1•art from the settled policy of the country 
in the matter of milwo,y construction to find 
work for them, why 'houlcl we spend £50,000 to 
bring a further number of people rwre to swell 
the ranks of the unemploy'cl? The tnt:tl :.monnt 
spent on irrnuigration l.,y thiH colony Rince its 
foundation is enormous. On looking at the 
trtbles, I find tb:.t the total amount spent on 
imn1igration Rince 11-\51 is £3,201,428 10::;. 3d. 
This Y''-·'" the Government propose to expend 
£50,000, and htst year the actual expencliture 
nn immigration was £4/",880 4s. Gd. lt is the 
workers who are already here who have to find 
thA money to P"·Y the interest on the amount 
Rpf'nt tw~rv year to bring imn1igrantR t.o the 
C<>l»ny. Wh:tt woulcl the farmers on the Dow1 s 
h:we to gay if the Government not only depriv"d 
them of the little prot<Jction they now lut>·e, 
but also spent £50,000 per annum to bring goons 
here to compete with the goons the brmers on 
the Downs produced? Yet, put in another 
way, that is whnt the Government propose to 
do \vith rc-'gard to irnmigTation. The workHrs 
of this colony will have to contribute £50,000 
next year to bring other workers to the colony 
to compete with them. I am totally opposed 
to this system of immigration. In the first 
place it is not <effective, nnd in the second 
place it is not calculated to get the best class of 
citizens to come here. The best class of citizens 
to come to thn colony are thns0 afl vnnturoup, 
spirits who see in it nn opportunity to improve 

their position, and come here on thdr own. Of 
the immigrnnts who have come here up to 
the present time we have not retaiued any
thing like the whole of t,bem ; in fact, I believe 
that fully one-half of them have drifted to other 
colonies. '!'he system that I would nclvocate 
would be this: that by wise legislrttion and honest 
administmtion we should make the colony 
generally prosperous nnd attract.ive, so that the 
prospects which it held out of increase,l comfort 
would be a sufficient lnflgnet to attract people to 
our shores. 'l'hat is the plllicy which sboulcl be 
pursued by the Government, and which would 
be most dfective, and which would certainly 
be h:,;s open to objection than any other 
Kysten1 for pPopling our colony. I have no 
objection to any peovle C1lining hPre, proM 
vided they come on proper ccmditinns, hut it is 
altogether unfair to ask thn workers of the 
country to contribute £;J0,000 per annum in 
order to get a larger nun1ber pf \vorkers to cotue 
here to compete agaillst them. There is anothPr 
mattE>r which requires a little attention, and that 
iR the que:-;tion of defence. The incn~ase set 
clown for the lnnd force this year is very large, 
an cl the nrnount of money to be spent out of loan 
on defence is abo very large. I think it is quite 
proper that we should louk after the defence of 
the cohny. \Ve have recently had a war in 
South Africa fr,qn which we can very reasonably 
d~rivo a k-;1wn or two, n.nd the s,dit>nt points 
that bn.ve stood out in that war are t.lmt modern 
armaments are entirely on the side of the 
defenders, nnd that the great weapon upon 
which n defending nrmy will have to rely 
will he modern np-tn-date rifles and men 
skilful enough to UHe those rifles. \Vhile 
the Oovernment here propoHe an enorrnous 
increase in the vote for the land force, we find 
that there is no corre::;pnnding increaHe in the 
navtll expenditure. I am one of those who hold 
that our mwal brign,,.!e is the UJost useful body.of 
defenders which this colony possesses. Very 
nearly all of the men are drawn from the ranks 
of the workers, a.nrl they join with the intention 
of nu1king themselves thoroughly ef!ieient, and 
not becanse they are attracted by a gaudy 
nnifurm, a~ smue othPr men are in the land 
force. They are a body of men of which any 
colony might be proud, and I contend tbnt 
jnatead of thi:-3 euormous: increa8e being made in 
the vote for the lan<l force, at least as big an 
incren'e should have bPen made in the vote 
for the mariue branch of the Defence _b'orce, 
if the increases were clemned necr-sary at all. 
llnt the fa cL is that the Marine Defence Force of 
the colony has been starved in order to fatten 
up the lar;d force braoch of the service. If ever 
we are assailed, it will he from beyond the sea, 
and our first line of defence must necessarily be 
the marine branch of the Defence J.<'orce, nnd I 
am happy to sny that I believe they will prove 
equal to any call that may be made upon them. 
'l'be 1f arine Defence :Force are <juite as com, 
petent for artillery service ns any branch of the 
land force. Why, then, should this mwrrnons 
Rnln he Ret c1nwn fur expenditure on the 
land force whilP no corresponding 1 n'mninenee 
i..; given to the rnarinP branch of the Hervice? 
1 t'bink that, instead of this enormous expendi· 
tme on land defence, the Government should see 
that a sufficient number of up-to-elate riiles 
should he provided, and a sufficient quantity of 
ammunition for those rifles; and that every rnan 
should be given a rifle and a reasonable amount 
of a1nnn1nitinn in order to practise with those 
rifles; and that there should be a sutficieut stock 
of amn1unition :.tlw:1yR on hand for any enH'r
gency. If that was donr~, I }H-dieve there il'5 llt) 
nation in the worltl that could aR>'nil us with <lilY 
hope of Rucces;,. That could be done without 
tbi.s enormous expenditure at all. All t]oat our 
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people require is to get the arms, an'l they will 
practise themselves without any cost whatever to 
the Governn1ent. 

Mr. Hwcm: They might use them against the 
Government then. 

Hon. D. H. DALRBlPLll: They might shoot 
some nf their l<·,vlers. 

l\Ir. GIVEN:'\: On many occasions that I 
kuow of the Governtnent hn,ve thrown every 
oh.;tacle in the way of bnsh1nen fol rning mounted 
corp~, while they have jumped at the clmnce of 
lett.ing townspeople fortn Hnch CdrpN. I myRelf 
made apr~lic,~tion tn the C}overnment on bt>half 
of two country pdrtions of n1y electorate for tllP 
incnrpnnttion of a nnn1ber of rnen as nwunted 
inbntry corps, and I wus flatly refused, while 
at the sa n1e ti tne a corp8 was fornwd in the 
town of Cairns; a.nd I can ~a.v, without ::t!'lY 

di'l"'ragement of the men in the towns-whether 
in Cairns or in any other town·--that the lwst 
Inatnria.l w~ fu-l.~Ve for our Defm10e ForcA are 
the tllPTl \~.rho fire drawn frOJYl the bu~h. rrhey 
are all at hPlfl,... on hor:.;eback, an1-1, withnnt 
'"'Y further practice at all, they are C"Jmble 
of llsing a rifle f:drly well. I do not think 
the G~n,lrnulent c,1n he very sincere in their 
de~ire to 1nake preprtrati0n..; for our defence in 
C,1,Re we should be assaih,d--which I dn not 
think is very likely f<Jr some time, 1mt Rtill it is 
as well to be preparecl-hecan"e, if they ,;ere 
~incf1re in their desire, tbey would adopt sntue 
snch systen1 as 1 f.illgg-e::;t, which would coHt the 
eolt)ny litJe: or noth~ng, and \Vhich would lJe 
Ltx rnort; etft•ctnal thr111 gui ng- in for tlnR Pnor
tliOllR nxpenditure for a few fa,ncy ln jgados. 
There is ju-;t one oti1er nJatter I :\vonld reft"r 
to befor(' Hit~tlng do\vn, >11d th:tt iH the ~avings 
Bank of thiR colony. I nnriee thnt the totn.l 
atnflnnt to the credit of the tH,7DG depof.iitors 
is £3,G:l4,7i0. \Vel!, th:ct is a Vt'ry cati,fnetory 
H~ate of atfa,ir~:, and I cong-ratul:1tP the Trf'R~un~r 
upon the fact th<tt such a br~·p numbm of dt'po i
ton; Bhould be nw king nHe of the in~titntion, :tnd 
that thPy Hhnuld hn,ve sneh Im~:;e cl(~po:->itH. But 
let ns Hf:P ho\V we are tn·ati1.1g o11r own citil::~_·nH 
aH con1pa1'c·d v~;ith thP tr\);tf.tuent we are gh·lng 
to people out sHle the colony. The utmost that 
~ny ntan ca.n gnt in luten·Kt frmn the fbving" 
Bank is 3 pel' cent., awl yet for the loan that 
was. 1:-ttdy floated we Hrt-> l'aying foreign hon(l~ 
holders :i pc·r cent. for ,£!)1 10s.-or ttt the very 
out~idt::~, £D2--l..weau.se th~ ]o;J.n did not 1·eali:-~e 
more tha.n t.ha,t amonnt. TJu-... n it n1nst be b•1rne 
in 1nind that \\ lu~n we coutr, to ]Jay off thn~m 
peopJp; we ~hall_ have to g-i \'P tht>tn---not J2H:3, 
but £100; anJ 1 would aHk why shoulrl not onr 
own uitizens get cqualJ:v l]hp;ra.l terrn~ to thnt-:e 
we g~ve to p~ople in J~ngb .. nd, anJ Certnany, 
,and France, bt>canse it is quite cnnceintble 
th({t (ierrnan and F'rench people, and Anwricans 
an .-1 others, l n vest their nwney in our lna.u:.:;? 
\Vhy sh1ln!d nnt onr own ]wople r~ceive as 
libtH·al tren,tnwnt frnn1 the Covernnwnt? In 
a'_ldition to that, tho UovenH1lAilt a.h"!li]nl·p]y 
rP-fn P to g-i\'8 nny inteJ'r>Rt a.t all to rtnynnP who 
depr 1Hit:, 1nore thall £200 in tbe Sa.ving~ Rrtnk, 
with thf• e:-.c pti·1n nf hif'ndly ~ocieti~H, or Rotne 
l)r1dy like th·•t, who, n.re nJlnwt>d interest on 
thP fnll nmonnt of their <kposits. lt m::ty be 
said, and, doDlJtleHK, will be said, that it w'c~uhl 
not be wi~A to eueonrave our people to pnt 
tlwir money in the Savings Bctnk, and that the 
he . ..,t thing we e::tn do is to indnce the1n to invest 
it in private enteq•riKe outsicle. I have heard 
that dozens of times, but tlwm are many renple 
jn thi,.; colony wh) are not iu ~L position to 
inve~t their money in privatA enterprise of 
any kind, anrl, further than that, 1 cont<end 
that everybody should be ttt liberty tn inv<'st 
hiR 1noney as he }JleaHP.<.:, and there iR no better 
way of invc-;ting' it than by invt>sting it in 
a united fund by which the people of the 

country, acting as a whole, can act for the 
benefit of the whole colony rather than for the 
benefit of the individual. If the hon. gentlemen 
Ritting on the Treasury bench can offer any 
decent excuse why our own citizens should not 
get as good a rate of intere't tts the foreign bond
holders, I should very much like to hea.r it. It 
is quite pobsible that if interest were allowed on 
more than £200, anrl if the rate of interest were 
nmde to mure closely aJ>proximate to the rate of 
interest thttt we pay tot he foreign bondholder, we 
shonltl get sufficient money in the colony to carry 
on the public works we require without having 
to go to the foreign bondholdr•r at all. It might 
be said thctt the money would be taken away 
from private enterprise, but the result of borrow
ing from the foreign capitalists has been that we 
ha-:e actnaliy senb more money out of the colony 
in payment of interest than the amount we have 
borrowed. Last ye<tr we had to pay no less a 
sum in interest to the bondholders outside the 
colony tban £1,3:3[), 14H. Is that not an enormous 
sum to send out of the colony'/ It has been 
taken away from this private enterprise which 
hon. rnem bers on the other side are so fond of 
prating about. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYii!PLJ;~: It is the Govern
ment milways you are talking about. 

1\'I,r. UIVENS: I >~as not ti'tlking about rail
wttys at all. 

lion. D. H. DALRYMPL~J: That is what the 
debt h:vc hHen incurred for. 

Mr. UIV.EN8: The lit:le wit the hon. gentle
rnan has must hn\'e been wool-gathering, becauHe I 
was not talkinf<abont mil\\ ay,, at all, bnt about the 
amount of interest that we ha,·e to pay to the 
foreig-n bondhnlderH. 

Hon. ll. H. DAT"HYMPLJ;~: \Yas that not con
tract~:.~d rna,inl.v on account of railways? 

Mr. !HVENS: It was not altogether on 
railways. 

Hon. D. H. TlALl\HIPLJC: The greater tmrt of 
it wa~. 

:VIr. (j I VEN8: \Ve have epcnt no less than 
J;;~,201,000 on immigration; we have Rpf:lnt 
enonnnus RlUllN on pnb.lic bnilfliJJgs, on harbour 
improvprnentH, a.nd on several other things. 
Hul, no ruatter what the nwney has bPen spnnt 
on, the fact remains that the interest if< going 
ont of the country, whereas, if we bl)rrowed 
the rnnney frmn our own citizens, the interest 
would he ret11ined here, and would be avail
able for fnrther loans. There is another matter 
1 would like to draw attention to, and tlh>t is 
our territori:tl rev<mue. I find th:<t, notwith
::;;tanding the enoruwus extent of our territory, 
and our va.hutble territorial anti ntitwruJ resource.:;, 
the rurcnue fr(lrn the public estate is not incrfas
ing as it. should. \V e are receiving nothing like 
the revenue we should fr,,m our lands. It is 
probable that there are some measures to come 
bdum the H<,Us8 this session which will give me 
an opportunity of s>tying eomething further on 
thi::; llJatt.er, bnt T would like to eiupha~dse aga-in 
th" f: et that, while we luwe euch a magnili
cent e.'"iLtte, we t-ihnnld not be ca.lled upon 
to pny Hl mnch tn the revenue through the Cns~ 
trmiK and in the way of gerlGrdl taxatinn aR we do. 
It is useless for hon. lrt81nbers opposite to say 

that we eannot get any more from 
[S ·30 run.] our territorial property ; that our 

magnificent territorial resources will 
only bring us in the miserable amount that we 
are now receiving. The grazing farmer i8 paying 
four times ae much rent a~ the squatter, for 
inferior land in f:lome ca~e~, and the squatter is 
not paying a wlitary farthing for a largo p >rtion 
of the l:tnd whieh he holds, as it iH cla,,,ed as 
nrHW<tilahle cnuutry. The grazing fnrrner, on 
tht~ other hand, does not get an ar·.re of un~t.vail~ 
::tble country dlowed to him. I do not eay the 
grazing fanner is paying ton much. :Perhaps ha 
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is paying only a fair amount, because, at the 
present time, there is a rush for land even of 
moderate quality; but if he is only paying a fair 
amount, then most decidedly the squatter is 
paying far too little. 

Hon. D. H. DALRHIPLE: Poor squatter! 
}1r. GIVl'~NS: I know the hon. gentleman 

has so much sympathy with the poor squatter 
that he has none left for anyone else. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYii!PLE : That is one of your 
cocks hies ; that is all. 

Mr. GIVJ~NS: I am not in the habit, like 
the hon. gentleman, of setting up Aunt Sallies 
and knocking them down, but I like sometimes 
to have a shy at the Aunt Sallies the hon. 
gentL man sets up, for they are very easily 
knocked down. Now, before I sit down I w.mt 
to allude to one or two local matters. I notice 
that the Government propose to go in for a very 
large expenditure in connection with public 
buildings in Brisbane, and I fully endorse the 
remarks made on that snhject last night by 
the hon. member for Gym pie, ~Mr. Fisher. Take 
one case as an exa.rnple. The G-overnment 
propose to pull down the splendid post 
office which we have in Bri><bane, and to 
build another at a CO><t of £17\000. There may 
not be sufficient accommodation in the present 
post office buildings, but there is nothing what. 
ever to pre;ent the Gonrnment leaving the 
existing 1nag-nificent bt~ildingR alonrJ and, at a 
cost of £20,000 or £:10,000, making additions to 
them, as there is plenty of room to do so. Bnt 
it appears to me that they think tl>Py cm fnre
stall the l<'ederal Parli><ment and bleed the 
J<'edeml Government to that extent. If they do 
that, the Federal Government will have to pay 
£17G, 000 for our post office, and the rest of the 
colony will have to suffer to that extent. The 
Federal Government will argue that so mncb hac 
been spent in Queensland alrwtdy, that it 
will be quite out of the quest ion to spend 
more on post offices, and thn.; the whole 
of the rpst of the colony will hnve to snffer 
on account of the expenditnre in th,, ca]>ital. 
}~-,nrthennore, when the }'Pdern.l ( ~·overnmPnt 
takes over the post and teleg-raph offiens the 
BriHbane of-Hce will no longer be a ge1wrai pq.::;t 
otlice, and perhaps tlwrA will not be eo much 
bnsiness to Le done there, as the general post 
office will be at the federal capitaL I would like 
to contrast the treatment accorded to Brisbane 
with thnt whieh is accorded to other places. In 
CairnH, which is one of the nwst important 1nrtil 
JiRtrihuting centre~ in North ( lu(•ensland, W<~ 
have a little post office which is made up of 
shrecls anrl patches. Otiginally it was a little 
sqn,re building with side verandas, hut now 
skillions have been built all ronnd it, and it is 
continually being repaired and pulled to pieces 
and added to, to try and secure the necessary 
accomniodation, 

Mr. KERR: It has Leen adtled to in weekly 
nnn1berR. 

Mr. GIVRl'\S: That is a very apt remark of 
the hon. member's. That is really the rt c.nlt of 
the department's operations with that building. 
'l'he Ca.irns post office distrihntes all the mails 
for the \Vestern country right np to Normanton. 
It distributes the mails for Herherton, Chillagoe, 
l\1onnt Ci-arnet, Georgetown, Croydon, Norn1anM 
ton, and ma.ny other places, and all the mails 
coming· back have to pass throngh that little 
office, which is not big enongh for two cats to 
fight in when the officials are at work. This 
matter wns brought under the notice of the 
Chief Secretary last year when he had ch:otrge of 
the Postal Estimates, and in reply to me he said 
on that occasion-

Only to-day a e<m1m1mimttion hnrl hncn rnceiv(~rll'l·om 
the Cairns Cllarnhcr or Cmnmer('e on tlw ::.:nbjc~_ L, and 
the matter hatl been referred for report to one of 

the inspectors whose appointment was mcntioneJ in 
connection with tlLe }~stimatcs. He might say he had 
received the following mmnorandmn-

" ThPre ('\Ll1 be no two opinions about the dcRirability 
of better accommodation being prnvided for t11c pnblic 
a.t the en nu tor: bnt the question to be decided is 
whether it would not be wiser to \Yait a year or so alHl 
sec if the llrcscnt grFott commercial and financial pros
perity continues, and, Hit dnos, ~o take in~,o _eonsirt_cr
a.tion the advisability of the ereclwn of a bn1ldmg wlneh 
woul•lmect all the i·eqnlrcments of the to\vn and dis
trict for many years to come. If the present rate of 
inereasc to bu~ine~s con tin ne:;, in a ,\'CHr or two a.t most 
the present internal space will be totnlly in:Hlequate to 
permit of tllo bn:-;inoss lJcillg; tl11HC with dr "lpateh and 
acenracy, but for the ilulliecliate future tlw space at. 
comnmncl it'~ sn!lieicnt. insi1le the oflien. The counter 
sp:H'e might bu eular!-!;t~d ns :-;ng-gestctl hy Jn.spceU~r 
Bright; lmt r think it wonltl be better to refer_ tlns 
point to t.lte in:-;pector of work~, 1\lr. P11l'k. who will_he 
in Cairm; in a fortnight's tiwe, wlwn I shall confer With 
him as to the lwst 11lan to provide atlditional cmmter 
aceommoflation. and t'onvard yon his ~lli.\,!!Cf.ition H.lld a 
l'rmgh pla11 f'howi n.~ the proposed altnrat.ions to ill('l'easc 
the en1mU~r fL('~ 0mmotlation a.-; ~oon as .:Ur, Park rnay 
have time to <ldvorc to this work." 
The nmttcr was n·-~ci.ving the cnrliPst eortsitkration. 
He thought, that, in i'Onneetion with these hnililings, it 
would he il1fLtl\'i:-:alJlc t.o 1mt H}J new bnildiu;.;s whieh, in 
a few yPars, tnight.l)ecmue totally iuadCillutte in a rhdng 
town sncb as Cairns. 

.}Jr. UJYI•:'\N: 'Vhy not do it now? 
The CHIEF Kl'~CitWI'A1t Y: They conltl not do any

thing now, bceansc no money l1afl bPen voted; but 
consith "~ttion would be given to the qnestion of ercet
iu(J' iL building \Vhieh \vonlil l.Jc eonnuensurate with the 
grZ,vth of the di~rrict in the futnre, a_ll(~ whieh would, 
110 donbt., be provided for in the next 1<.::-:.tlmates. 

Now, we find that nn provision has brpn made 
for it on the next ~Estimates, and the department 
ar(' Rtill going on adding little skillions to that 
buildin"' · yet in spite of the disgraceful accom
lnodati~l~ pn;vided for the n1ails in that in1~ 
portant distributing centre, the Governn1ent 
prop(me to sacrifice the 1nagnificent block of 
l_Wxtnl bnildingR in Bl'ixbnne, a,nd r~plac<o ther_n 
at a cost of £116,000. Is that anythmg hke fall" 
and jnst treatment to the reRt of the colony? I 
contend that, after having sneh a distinct and 
definite promise fron1 the Chief_ 8ecretnr;r, b()th 
Cairnx, and I, a8 its repn·xentnt1 VP, ha\'8 a good 
right to eornplain. Tlwn then~ ix anothf:'r r_ll:tt.ter 
which I have to con1plain about, and that 1s that 
in .sr,ite of the ddinite promise given by the 
Chief fiecretary on ht:haif of the Pnr-;t and Tele
graph 1lepartmen!, that they "ould _proceed 
with the con~trnctwn of the telegraph hne frotn 
Cnirns to Genddtt:n, no action baR been taken. 
r_rhe distance is very Hhnrt., :nul if th:tt work WE're 
carried out it would dnl'lic •. te the whole of the 
Northern Rystmn. l-Ion. rnmnh0rs who have hePn 
in tlw habit of sending telegmrus to the .i'\orth 
know how often thPre are interruptions through 
the lines bruking down. Thn,t being so, it 
could be e>tsily obviated by making this connec
tion and l re."ret verv much that it has not been 
made in view ~f the promise given to me last year. 
In response to my reprosent.ations the Chief 
t:)ecretary said-

ne did not think t.lle lnattpr h~vl hrrm lo:o:t sight of 
hv tlJ8 tiP]Iartment. rrhe report. Oll tl1e dnplicatiou wa:o; 
bCing pn·Jlared. ant1 in a. vpry sho~·t time it \\'onld be 
1'Ltdy to forward to t.l1e Vo~ t.HmRtPr-Genernl. It was 
recognist-~t1 tlJat. a JH'OlLlSC l1ad llceu matle>, antlthat the 
s; rvice wa~ 1JCI'{\'·:sary. alH1 utldl'r t hosP cin·nmstanees, 
no tilt le would he lost, 1n ]H'Ocweding willt it. 

Conld there he a more plain or definite statement 
made by any responsible 1\linister than tb.::t? 
And yet the departnwnt now refu-:es to go on w1th 
the work-absolutely refrmes. Have the hon. 
gentlen1an's colleagu~~s repudiate(l his 8tatement? 
Havf' they "One hack on him? If they have not, 
why lmve tEey not carried out the promi»e he so 
dietinctly made on the floor of this Chamber? 
Or what are the Governrnent's prorniseR \Vorth 
if after a J\linister gave such a distinct pledge, 
the Government rehwes to carry it out? I take 
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it that when a Minister speaks in this Chamber 
he speaks for the whnle Government. If he 
does not, it is their duty to repudiate him there 
an cl then racher th><n repudiate him privately. 
Have they repudiated the pNmise made by the 
Chief !::lecretary last year? If they have, I c,m 
only conclude, I r-;npp08f-', tha.t the hon. g-cntle
rnan rnade the prontiKt.- without any sen88 of his 
re.:.;vonsil,ility, <.tnd "vithuut a.ny intention of 
c.::tnying it ont. Dut arn hun. 11H'lnbun:3 going tu 
allow thetnsel vus to be flunted in that tashion-
that the Governn1t•nt can rnake :-1ny ]H'diHi~(_:: they 
like in order tu appease opvosition or to placate 
rnernbers who are fighting a battle for a fair 
thing, and then, when they are put to the test, 
to refuse to carry out; the prornise? It s:._ems to n1e 
adi:-5gracefulconditionof thing,.., that aresrJonsible 
l\finister cannot or will not carry uut a promise 
made on the floor of this House. I shall ba,·e 
wnnething further to say on this rnatter when the 
Esti1nate~ :tre under di:-5CU-~sion. I rnake 1ny 
protest so ;;trongly now because that vromise 
has been made year after year for a number of 
yeats past. It was prunJised when the late J\1r. 
T. J. Byrne~ was Prernier and by several other 
1-1ini~ters, bnt nPver so definitely as last year, 
when the Chief Secretary, in respun;;e to my re
present;>timJs, gave a distinct pledP"e on behalf of 
the Governnwnt that the work ~uuld be pro
ceederl with without delay. 

1\Ir. MomtE : They are waiting for fAderation. 
l\Ir. G l VE N S : l do not care a straw for tlmt. 

The Ciovt-:rnment are bound to carry out a pro
nlit-.e rrntde by one of t!Jeir colleaguf-'<.:;, unlet-iS they 
are prepared t.o repndJate that colleague, and if 
so, they should have repnrliatvl him at the time 
the prmnise was nu1de. I have nothing uwre to 
add to my general re1w1rks on the Financi::tl 
Hr.atement. I havt; not diHCW3'-Jacl rnatter:-; ad 

fully as l slwnld have hkerl, but I will avail 
myself of future O]JtJOrtnnities to di,;cuss the 
vari()u::-:; iternK rno1·e in detail. I have only now 
to thank hem. I!l()Jll!Jers fur the C<>nrtesy they 
have sho'•1'n in listening so patiently to wha.t I 
ha<l to say, and I hope every otlwr hrm. member 
who addresses the CommittPe will receive the 
same kindne*' that I have myself recei.-ed. 

Mr. :b'ORSYTH ( Cm·pcrdaria): There is no 
d<lnhtthat when the hon.memberfor Cairnsgetsnp 
in the Chamber he make-; things a bit livelv. His 
gn J,t trouble is :.tlwayti to go for the Gove;rnnent, 
but I think some of the arguments he has '"ed 
to-night will hardly hear close scrntiny, and he 
has touched upon a number of matters which 
might hrwe beon lwtter left alone until the 
proper time ca.me for diHCURHing thern. He 
would then have a better opportunity of airing 
his various grievance,q, n1nre especia.lly theme 
connected with his own electorate. Of ,u the 
speeches that have been delivered from the 
opposite side of the Committee there are two 
that are really deserving of notice. The first is 
the speech delivered by the leader of the Oppo
sition, Mr. Browne-one of the most temperate 
speeches that could possibly have come from an 
hon. member on that Hide on a Financial 
Statement, and one full of compliment:try 
criticism. 'rhe second is the speech of the 
hon. member for ltockhamptnn, ~Ir. Kirlston, 
whose carefully prepored criticisms on finan
ci»l nmtters are alwaYs rPceived with con
sideration hy hon. mcinbers nn this sick. I 
believe his criticisms' are not offered in any kind 
of party spirit, but rather with the idea of 
offering .snwgestions to the Government, which 
occasionally they might accept with no loss of 
credit to themselves. I can only say that his 
speech last night was one deserving of con
sideration by evety member of the Committee. 
It w.ts carefully prer,ared, closely reasoned, and 
vigorously put before us. The first remark I 
have to make on the speech of the hon. member 

f0r Cairns is with reference to his statement that 
the Treasurer of the colony should be able to 
estimat,e hio expenditure and revenue practically 
to within a few pounds. 

Mr. GrvENS: Say to within £20,000, £30,000, 
or even £-!0,000. 

Mr. FOl-t!::lYTH: \Vhen the hon. member 
ea,llH to nlind the unfol'~--;epn contingencies thu.t 
cropped up both in revenue and expenditure 
hu-;t yt~ar, he will see the utter impossibility of 
arriving- at a very close cou1pntation. ~~hFre i~ 
one it~Jn of unfore8een expenditure of £l.f7,000 
in connection with sending the contingents to 
South Africa. No Treasurer could possibly have 
fl)re::;een that--

At twelve minutes to 9, 
Mr. ANNEAU called attention to the st»te of 

the Committee. 
(lnorum formed. 
Mr. FOH.!::lY'rH : I was remarking tlmt no 

Trea-,urer cuuld pos.-dbly have forf,::;een that the 
expenditure on the Honth .. AJri<\'tll contingents 
wonld amount to £147,000. Then, on the other 
band, no 'l'reasurer could have foreseen th»t 
during the year he would receive £121i,UOO in 
st»mp duty. Onlv an approximate estimate 
could be arri\ ed at, and we all know that when 
a busine:.::s rnan wants to give an approxlrnation of 
what hiti profits from his business are likely to be 
d.nring tbe year, he generally elects to keep under 
rather than over the mark. Therefore the hon. 
member's contention on that point is hardly 
de3en-ing of consideration. The hrm. member 
here referred to the duty of £1 "'ton on flour, 
which he considered was a great n1istake ; but 
he must not forget that that was fJUt on frn- the 
1 llUpose of protecting the farmers and urillers in 
the colony, and it has been the meanti--

l'llr. Grn;Ns: It dues not matter what the 
object was; it is taxing a necesHCuy of life to the 
CdU~\Uller. 

i\lr. l,'ORSYTH: That may be the case; at 
the same time, tt·e local flour is ,;old cheaper 
than the flonr pmrluced in the other colonies, so 
there is not much cau,;e for complaint in that 
respect, The hon. gen1leman also made a great 
point of the loss of £:lfi0, 000 on our rail wl1ys ; 
but the het is that our railways have never paid. 

l\ir. GrvEN8: \Vho has to pay to make up the 
deficit? 

Mr. FOUSY'l'H: The railways are for the 
general good of the colony, and if there are 
veople who don't get the benefit of them we can
not help that. In connection with the J<'inancial 
St<>tement, it is >tnticipated that there will only 
be a drop in our milwaye to the extent of £28,000 
this ym1r. If those figures come out right, I can 
only :·n.y that the recuperative powers of the 
colony are very great. I only hope they will 
prove correct, but if we take the fig-ures for the 
last two months we shall see that we must pro
ceed with c:1ntion. If we take the first two 
months last yc-:lr, £2-!3,58\J, as again,;t £204,382 
hll' t,he first two months this year, it si)(lWS a 
considerable loss. The Southern Rl1ilwav is 
snppm:r-d to show an increase this year from 
£810,(),)3 to £820,000. As the drought is 
not so bad in thiB part of the colony, it is 
hoped that this amount will be realised. There 
has been a srrmll lor,s for the two months, 
which later on may be made up, because if we 
have g-ood crops on the Downs the increase will 
probn,bly be greater than the Treasurer 
estimates. \Vith regard to the Central Hail way, 
the loss is e;;timated at only £35,000 this year, 
last year's receipts being £300,000 and the 
estimate for this year £265,000. The loss on the 
Central line for the two months has been £13,000, 
showing that the Treasurer's figures so far have 
not been carried out with regard to this railway. 
No doubt the Minister for Rail ways, in getting 
up those figures, harl in his mind'~ eye the fact 
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that there was likely to be a consideral,Je decrease 
in the freights on the Central Ibilway becan'e of 
the great quantity of cattle and sheep that 
have died: bnt if his estimo,te is to te 
carried ont in connection with that railway, a 
certain a1nnunt of caution wi11 ha.ve to be exer
cised. \Vith rc•gard to the Northern lin~, it was 
anticipated that there would be only a swall 
amount nf dFcrea~e. TlH, receipts laiit year were 
£:ZG~,S88, and this year it is e\ pectecl thut 
£2:.lG,OOO wdl be r<'ceivcd, a small dr•crea,;e of 
£3/,SHH. For the two months last yr·ar the 
anwunt wnR £fiH,HOS, ::tnd for the two 1nonths 
this year £3!J,tl!l:l. 'l'hat shows a considerable 
decrease ; but th<1t tnay be DCCf\Uutell fur in 
many ways, und I hope that, hefnre the end of 
the year, the estimate marle hy the TreasmPr 
will come out all right. The Cairns line shows 
a gr,rtifying increase from £3,1!):) to £3,!lOS for 
the twu months, an incn""e of £700. \Ve h>H'e 
h"ard a gt'Pat de&! about the Cbillagoe ltailw:cy, 
but there iH no doulJt that a great deal of the 
revenue rec,ive.i by the Caims line is derived 
from traffic in connecti<•n with the Chiibgoe line, 
becanse a large qPantity of freight has been 
carried over the Cairne line for the Cltillagoe 
Com]Jany. 

Mr. Grv~NH : A large qn:1.ntity of the fn•ight 
carried ovPr the Cairns liue for the Cltillag-ue 
Comp~,ny do~:-~:4 no\J ptLV the cost, (1£ e.trriagt'. 

Illr. FUR:->YTH : If one looks at the tignres I 
d••tt't think tbey will lmar uut the lwn. gentle~ 
rnan'.;; staterueut. \Ye find tha.t for the ye u· 
1S!l8~\l the total amuunt wa" only £H,OOO; last 
year it was £:l:l.OOO; and thisye.•r the esti11mte is 
no less than £:!0,000; and whatever the hon. 
gPntlernan rna..Y a.sst~rt in cmnH-·etion with the 
C'.rirns line, I distinctly assert that the bulk of 
the incre:"e i' entirely caused by the tt'aflic of the 
Chi:Iagoe Companv. In spite of all the argn~ 
uwnt,)) u:;~·d in this Jfuu:-:.e in coHnfeiidn whh the 
Chilbgoe C(lulpany and the eont•truct.ion (lf that 
line, I :·ny th::tt no line in thf~' c~~louy show:-; :-:.neh 
an in('ren"e <-JS the C •irlls line Riace the conotrnc~ 
tion of the Chillagoe line; and I ventnre to pre~ 
diet thctt the increase for the Cairns line during
the ye tr will he "'eh aH t.o he] p nu1terially to 
nutkP up fur the los:~t·s on other rail \Yays, ouch as 
the Central and Nnrtlwrtt lines. 

Mr. BROW!,~;: \Vonld not the ea me result have 
been attained if the Ucn d'lltllcnt had built the 
linf• ? 

Mr. FOHSYTH : It might; \mt I am onlv 
de"ling with thing;., a:-; they an~. rrhe Norm:-ul
toH linH <.lbo Hhows a gratifying iHcn~:;\~8. I find 
that. for tlw two rnonths of the ]H'PH,~nt yP:tr t.hP
inerP·l~e has bePn frn1n £.'1 ,~l2f> ]a~t Ye:u· to £2,~10S, 
or an incrPrtse of £-±S3; and if that inerl:'~-...<~,e i . ., 
nutinta.inecl fnr the ypar, that linu w ill:ih\)W a.n 
incrf'a.~P of sornethir;g like 2:) !Jer cent. on lat-'t 
year',,. a.n:ount. I think that is a very g-r:-1tif.ving 
resnlt from " railway which np till last. yPar 
Jlfact.ica.lly ]Jaid nothing. One grf:'a.t reasou why 
thls pa.rLienlar line baR Hot lwen pa,yhH! till 
lately is becatme whe•.1 the line wa' i11iti"ted the 
sche~iule of rates Hl connection v1'ith freights wa:-; 
50 per cent. tllO!'f' than in th':l Snut.bern diYi~ion. 
No doubt tbe G<~vernment when they fixed 
tbiR rnnt t':~r up took into con.::;ideratinn thP Lwt 
that w ~tgt·s were higl1er rmd the cot-.t nf co;ll 
waf> higher in that district t]J:-Hl ilt the Southerll 
pn,rt of the colony, and thonght it w>ts only 
fttlr to chnrge a higher rate tht're; but ~n ngita
tion to·1k place in cnnuection Vr'ith the rnatter, 
and after Rmne considerabh~ tinH' it was ~tg-ret'd 
by the Government to fix all the r>ttes on the 
satne basid; and if you look at the figures y011 

will find that there was a drop when the reduc
tion to11k place; but now it i.-; going up agairi and 
the amount for the t \Vo 1nnnths thiH yPar is eqnnl 
to £Jf),000 for the year. \Yith rtgard to CustomR, 
we find that the total mnount ]a;t year wa; 

£1,4Gl,GSD; this year it is anticipated that the 
alllount wiil l,e £1,GOO,OOO, or an increase of 
£31',311. Tl1e August Customs were £3,fll4less 
than the cmrt·sp~ ndiug IT.IOHth uf the 1 !rev ions year, 

and the total taxatiun for the nwnth 
[9 p. m.] was £:l,GO!J lec,,s than in August, 

JR!J!J. But if we take the Custon,s 
retmns fur ,July, tlrey show a Yery marked 
irlcrea .... e. But we cannot get away frorn the 
fact, as far as August is concerned, that Lhe 
gPneral taxation yioldt d ±:3:(j(H) lt'sS tlw,n .i\._ngw.:~t) 
lt~ilf>. Now, one t\f the printipalreasons why l 
put Augut>t down a.t a Jo\.\·er anHJUllt tl-Jan July 
it-i that a great mpny bu~.it1ess {irrx:s _in Queem-;· 
land take tbeir Htockti iu ~I nly and in l )ect'IHLe.c, 
as the ca~e may lle, and they alv, ayH t'ndeaVliUI' to 
keep their ::.tock:·• n~ low af' }Hl:-.t:~ible, and if neceosary 
kePp stoeks in Lt.nrl, tiO that on 30th ,Ttme they 
ru~h in for g-ond~, a11d the Cu::;t.oms have the 
b<~netit. uf it. Th:rt will be the r• ason that the J nly 
e'tinrate i,, higher thon the August, but in any 
v.·ay we c:.trmot g-et awa,y front the f::wt that, 
although there is an incrFase of fS,DOO, still in 
A ugubt the n eeivt.c.; v, ere consid(::rably less than 
Angust lu~t year. I point tbo~e thitJgS out to 
show that we want to >t]JJ•l'"aeh this nmtter with 
a certain auwunt of CJ .. ntion. 1 do not do it in 
any carping spirit, Lnt simply to show that 
we um:-;t. lHj vm:y carefnJ, nut mdy In conru:::c· 
tiou witL \VayH and :l\Ieaus, but abu in CtHIIlf-C

tion with the exp<>mliture of tlw cmnm·y. In lm.d 
rtvt'nlH' he a,nlicipatp,s an increaBe of £2±,t)[)(), 
but, u:::; I havp }..Hlill~ed out, thert' lm.s lJeell a fall
ing off d £:3,000 or £4,000, and to tb:.t 'xtent 
tlw et'tiuw.te haH nnt bPt_m reali~t>tJ. Of cour::;e, 
there i:::; one itPllt in thi:., Stateml'nt whi~h, I 
tbiltk, 1nw-t hH particularly gratifyilig to hou. 
nwmben:;; HJ;d tltU.t i...;, tlv-lt re11ta.ls show an 
iucn-'rtHP of £1.),[>~~1. 'Then the reHts f1f runR :11 e 
antiui['::tt.ed to i"dlu\V an incrt-a~e uf .£22,128. 
The.se fignre ... , I :.un Rure, we nU lwpe \vill be 
re;1.lis~ U, antl if tlJey are it will be gr ·tif.) ing- not 
only to tbt' Trea~<tuer but to evHry UH:rnbt-r t!f 

tbi~ liouse. In <.:onneetinn with the iucrea:;e 
wl1ich wa:-) .sp(lkt~n of Ly JHr. (iivfws, tlte lwn. 
nwml1er for C<litlls, it wlll Le SPf>ll that the 
autwtl iuctea':ie iu the rPvenue waR £414,121~tl·e 
acttw..I inc1em;e in the Cnst<•ll.IH being £2~·H,302, 
aJ,d m rail~<a)'s S()JJlething like £100,000. ln 
ct,nnt·ction with the raih ... a:v incn:ase, it will 
be uw~t gratifying to everyone herE to Rt"e 
that the raih~rtys hnve incre~std to the 
extent of £100,000. That is very !{ratifying, but, 
on the othu· hand, Wt' cannot gt-\t away frun1 the 
fnet that. tld~ inc-n kse l1a..s eul='t tlw cou11try Hullle

thilli! like £l(i~),~;..;o. Tltat is to :-;aJ, we ha' e 
lii;tde this FXtra £IOO,OtJO by an increaf-,{-:d expen
diture of £Hi~1,~~0. Nuw, tl1ere j::; or-e thit:g we 
haH:' to noLieP, and tha.t i~", that this i::; J•Ut down 
to nw1e rollin~-Htock, to tht> earringe of stock 
fr(1ID tlle dronght-Ktricken r11Htric"·-; to tlw eoast. 
( rnn Rnre that. no ltun. ntetnLer \Vill raise m1y 
objection 1o the fact that tlH-~ Uovu·n1nent have 
a~i:iistt->d t.he fHlHtorali~t.s iu their trouble, a11d 
even if it La, cost us £()0,000, I think the !IlOtJ'"Y 
was very well spent. A grectt c]pa] btts Le. 11 

made, espPcially in the spe1-:-Cht'R c,f boil. 1ner11bu·s 
on the othtr Hide td tbB H<JU"e in conrwction with 
the expc-nfliture in tLe Chif-f S· cretary\:; J h'f'.Ht
ntent. The awouut, of courf;P, is £2;)1, 11 f>, aH 
a,gain,;t £140,127. Uf course, "" all know t.bat 
the great CilUt-e of thi..., lucrease \\as the despatch 
of the eontingents; but what k•s been ohjected 
to so much is the bet l hat t.bis yc·"r the ncLual 
mnonnt, pr<•P<•S<d to l•e expended is £204,000. 
Ko\Y, if wu look into dptail~, \VB find that 
the total emount for the fPtl< ral gaJl'ison, 
the cn1ting••nts fur South Africa, the land 
fmc:e, the marine furce, is £204,026. The 
incn,ase in the land furce is £4H,OCO, atJ<l the 
nwrine £8,000, v. hile the loan furid h1Cl'f'Hi-e 
is £54,000, mald~;g a total of £110,000. Tht; 
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revenue expenditure is £204,026. Now, there 
is no doubt that this is a very large item, 
an<l one which, I think, may be carefully 
con,iderPd by the 'l'reasurer later on, fur :tltbough 
we pass the'e Estimates, I think we should be 
very careful to consider whether we shall sr:end 
the rnoney or not. If our revenue tloPB not 
c•Jme np to wh:tt is anticipated, I think this 
exp•·nditure should be cut down. Then there is 
tht:' rnarine force, a.nJ the increase there is frorn 
£17,:l8!J to £25,210. You will also see by the 
tables that £25,000 has been set aside for six months 
for the expenditure in connection with the Federal 
Government. The bon. member for Rockhampton 
endeavoured ta show that we should borrow money 
without going to London ntall. He rm.dea nry full 
and clear statement with regard to the Trea,ury 
noteo of the Government and also of the funds 
lying to the credit of the Savings Bank. Now, 
it is quite true that in connection with the 
Treasury notes we have £1, 181;000; that we have 
coin in re~:>erve amnunting to £t:i42,000; deposits, 
amounting to £3;"50,000; and in the banks, 
£388,000; or a grand total of £1,818,000. 1'\ow, 
the hon. memb•·r contended that the Gov~rn
ment really only wanted to hold £2!!0,000 in 
gold, which is one·fourth of the total amount. 
Then they had at their disposal the sum of 
£2·13,:~50, and if we had the amt·unts which they 
have in rleposils and also in the banks, it would 
total.£KRG,OOO. His idea was that the whole of this 
money, or £c;OO,OOO ,,fit, should be ta.ken to loan 
fund, ami be used in the construction of t•ublic 
workss•whasrailways. Now, l think that the Go
vernment are perfeetly right in retaining this large 
amount of re.st-rve, because we never know what 
things are going to take place. \V e find that 
last year the banks retnrned no less than 
£300,000 on Treasury notes. \Ye do not know 
when a great financial crisis may take place, 
and we might have those notes sent back, and if 
tLe Government have only £2!JO,OOO to pay a 
tot>tl of .£1,1111,000 it may so happon that the 
Govermn~nt would bu pbced in a very awkward 
po::;ition. 

l\Ir .• TE1"KINSON: So they might if they had a 
quarter of it. 

Mr. FORSYTH : \Vhat we want to see, and 
the hanks want to see it also, is that the reserves 
slwuld he made exceptinnally strong, and the 
same thing that applies to the Treac<ury notes 
applies also to t!te Savings Bank. The hon. 
member for Rockhampton pointed out that it 
would be the simplest thi11g in the world to take 
ovPr .£S00,000 frotn Tn-"'1,:-.nry noteR and over 
£UOO,OOO from the Savings Bank, nutking ;1 total 
roughly of £1,500,000, and he reckoned on that 
account that we need not go to London at all for 
a loan. \Vith reg .rd to the Savings Bank, if 
there is one instiLution in the country that tho 
working chtsses believe in, and that we all 
believe in, it is tile S;1Vings Bank, and I 
consider thctt the Government are doing per
fectly right in keeping an exceptionally strong 
reserve, because it gives all the people of 
the country complete and absolute confidence 
in the Sttvings Rtnk, and they know that if at 
any time the money there is wttnted it can be 
got. VV e all know that in connection with the 
Savings Bank money two-thirds of it mnst be 
kept in the form of Government stock, and 
according to the Treasurer's financial tables we 
have at the present time no less than £2,773,8BO 
in Savings Bank stock, while the total amount oi 
dPp<Jsits to the 30th ,Jnne was £3,624,740, leaving 
a balttnce of £S86, 182, which the Treasurer has 
power to place ttt fixed deposit or le .• ve at 
current account. A great deal was made last 
y<>ar of the fact that it so happened tbat at one 
particular time the two-thirds of the Savings 
Bank money had not been exactly appropriated 
:.s intended, The h.on. memberfor Rockhampton 

made a very strong point of that at the time, but 
if we work the figures out now we will find than 
two-thirds of the total amount of deposits in the 
bank lJOW would be £2,416,4[)3, and as the 
Gov~rntnent have already vlaced, in connection 
with S;nings Bank stock, no less than 
£2,773,880, they have exceeded what is reqnired 
by the Act in tbat way by no less than £3f>7,000. 
I repPat that if there is one thing I believe in, 
and that all busim•ss men believe in, it is that 
the Government Sttvings Bank should be the 
strongtst thing in the wm'd. 'rhe Government 
must give confidence to the people who put their 
nwney there, or we do not know what the result 
will be, It is a most gratifying thing in connec
tion with the Savings Dank to find that the 
dep sits h;tVe increased during the year by over 
£-i:J3,000. 'rhe hon. member for Rockhampton, 
when dJScns,iug the question some little time 
ago, state<l that we could raise money with
out guing to London at all. I thought at the 
time that he meant that the average excess 
each year was abont £500,000, and that that 
could be used for the purpose, but, although this 
year the increas8 is Lhe largest on record, we do 
not know how long that is going to last. VVe 
cannot tell what great depression will come, 
when, intitead of h:::tving a la1ge increase, we n1ay 
have a decrease, and theref,,re I do not think 
that is a very g-oorl fund to depend upon for 
raising money for building public works, such as 
railways. In connectil)n \"\·ith railway;:;, I see 
tlmt according to the table of \Vays and :i\1eans 
at the begiuning of the Estimatts the decrease 
this year is supposted to be something like 
£2G,OOO. Last year we received £1,422,000, and 
this ye;tr thf> Treasurer expects to receive !:io.me
thing like £2[),000 less. A great deal of discussion 
has takeu 1 )lace in connection with expenditure, but 
tilough the expenditure was exceedingly great last 
year, instc·ad of having any objection to that, I 
am glad it took place, because I think it is a 
particularly good thing, when the finances of the 
colony are in a strong positi•m, to im}Jrove our 
rolling-stock, and bring thew hole of uur rail ways 
up to a proper standard. The time to spend 
money lavishly in this way is when we have 
pLnty of money at our disposal. It has been 
complained that while the expenditure last year 
in this direction was £H47,000, the expenditure 
for lflDS·!J was only £784,000. The increase 
represents £](;3,000, but ins:ead of that being a 
reason for ad verse cri ticisrn of the Governrneut, 
I think they should be commended on the fact 
thcct they spent the tllOiiey when they had 
it. It is just possible they will not be 
able to spend as much this year, though I 
notice the approprintiou proposed is about the 
same as for l:tst year. If the returns from 
our railways do not turn out as ~>ell as the 
Secretary for Railways anticipot<es, instead of 
svending thi:-; rnoney-for it is only an appropri
ation after a!l-lw will very likely reduce the 
expenditure so as to bring it more into line with 
the actual revenue received. 'l'hat is the only 
way, in fact, in w hi eh it is pnssible to bring 
revenue and expenditure into fair and equitable 
line. \Vith regard to the Post and Telegraph 
Ofiic,,, we:;;!! know that the expenditure in con
nection with the department is one that must 
be continually increasing. Last year the amount 
received from this department was £331,000, 
while the amount expended wnR £;{U3,000, a 
difference of something like £30,000 ; and, as a 
matter of fact, that is the only year for a con
siderable time past when the revenue and 
expenditure of this department approached so 
nearly. Though an increase of .revenue of 
something like £14,000 is expected from this 
department, the estimated increase of expendi
ture is £24;'000, so that we will go back to 
some extent. With regard to fees o£ office and 
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n1isce-llaneous ~Brvices, there i..:; an increase there 
of £30,000, and it is a very gratifying item in,]eed. 
Going through the v.<rious btble" we find t!mt 
though the renmne n1ay not conw np to e~tima
tinn in smne case:-;, the e•;tinta.te i:; incn-'a~ed in 
others, and the aggreg<tte is all right. \Vith 
regard to onr inlport::; antl exportH, grnJifying 
increascH are shown. Onr itnports ]a:-"t yea.r 
anwPnted tq £0,7UJ,OOO; tht\ increttw~ per hea'l 
of popnbtiun was fmm .tl:.l :JN. 1ld. t., fl:l ~'"· 1 (),]. 
Our E'Xport.s la:-;t yt:>ar r>.::so inerl ~l~t·d to a. very 
large extrnt, auwunting- to nearly ,tl2,000,0UO; 
the increa~e lJer bead being frmn £2~ 0-:. ~)·i. in 
the prPvious ye>tr to £'2:l Ds. 4d. last year. I 
vel'Y rnuch donht, however, whether our expnr: s 
will keep up this ye11r as th · y did Ja,t yenr. 
'l'>tke wool, which is our principal export. \Ve 
find tlmt in lt-:\!8, the total export wa., 1:),000,000 
lbs. wore that in the yc11r just ci<wed ; yet, 
owiws to the nbnorn1al increa,~e in t be va.lne of 
wonl, tbc,re wai-i an intrea-.:t~ of over J,5:370,000 ln 
tbc wool shipped. I arn S<lt'l'Y th>tt the price of 
wool w hi eh existed last ye>tr has not he en kept 
up. 

JI.Ir. ,JIC:\'KINSON: \Ve are all sorry for th>tt. 

Mr. 1<'0 ltSYTH : J f hon. mcmb rs will look at 
the co1nrnercial JlHJWr~, they will seo tbat the 
avera~o decrea,se in the valne nf wnol frmn tht~ rnd 
of last year is ahont 40 p,r cent., which I am 
F=nre lti :t tna/ter of rt~g-rettuevery ltlt'ltlber of thi~ 
HonHo. \Vjth regal cl tu the tignre; we lLt.ve pre~ 
senled to '" as to the c.tttle mHl sheep in thc> 
colony, I think tha,t-, owi11g to the dron~l~t, the 
nun1b•'1·s will be c~•1Hil1f~l'ab1y dirnini.-dwtl at the 
end of D•·cembH·, 1Dll0. 

l\Ir. BHOWNI~: r_rhe ilgurex gin·n are on1y to 
the end of Ja,t year. 

~1\olr. l<'Olt~YTH: Yes. Ins1e·td of five anrl 
a~ half UJill1um~ of cattle, l woul'! not he xurJ~ri.s~d 
if the totnl tnllnlJer at the cud of Deuembur is 
only four and a,IJalf millions. 

::\It· . .TENKIXSOX: But they ha,·e increased in 
vnJne. 

::\Ir. FOR0YTH: Ye,;, that i>< one redeeming 
featnre that vvill rnilitate to 8ollle extunt ng;_dnst 
the lack of production. 

Mr. KIJJS'f'ON: 'l'he incr<nNed price wiil limit 
the production of the w~atwnrks. 

::\Ir.:V'ORSYTH: N,, c!onbt, the f:wt of c..tttle 
being t~C<1l't:e i'i the f'au-;e of the incregslHl value. 
In every < :-t·.:e, as \VH all kno\v, when r.he denwnd. I 

is greater than the s~:pply, pricn g-o up. \\'ith 
reg.trd to ~hePp, <tcerlnling to the c(,mputn} inn of 
gentl(mwn who are cml.lpetent to :-;pt .,k on the 
Jllatter, the nmltb··r is set down '" 12,000,000 
tn end of June, l!JOO, -inBtead of 1i1,000,000, 
suppo~f'd to he in the colony at tbe end of la:::;t 
year; n.nd as the rt'ducLion in the 1wice c)[ 

wool iH 40 l;er cent., a.nd jn the nntnber of 
cattle 20 pcer cew .. , I do not auticip:1te that 
we are likely to have the Kame '"'"'unt of 
exports this ye"r as lust year. Dut l hope 
that with gt)lld seasonR~ a,nd with a good 
general rainfa.ll, the uumb1-rs will inctea.;;;t~. I 
don't think I have very tnuch ITlO''e to ~-LY, 
alchongh on looking at :tll the iten1R Jn the 
St<ttoment, oue 1night spt~.:tk "t cons;derubie 
length on rrtan~r of tben1. 8u far the critici.~tHH 
on the l1,ina.ncial Statern, nt have l>een fail !y 
mild; fi!ld I bPlie,·e it is the hope of evorv 
member of this liouse, no 111atter \Vbether he i ,, 
oppnsPd to the Go, ennnenli or not, that the 
antici1r1tion<;; 1Jres,_ nted tu u.-; by the TrL·a: .. ;uJ ee 
will b o realised. 

HoNOt'RABLE 1\fRMBJWS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. FOJ{8YTH: Per~omtlly I think we 

!?huultl rPgard thern ""ith a great am1H1nt of 
caution, h<Jt 1 hope my anticipatillns will be 
wrong, and that hi; figures wiil be right. If "o, 

it will show that the recnperntive powerf of 
Queensland are nuwh greater than auyone even 
anticipatt:cl. 

HoKOCJL\HLB :\It"lBEltN: H<>,11', ]rear! 
•- I\Ir. LESIJ'\:c (C'/c?'11Wllt): I "m one of thoee 
llF;rnllerK ::;itting on this Hide of the llouse who 
feel that we eannot consciPntjou~lv ::-hare in the 
C()l!gratn1ations whiGil nutny Htt'.lllhen; on bot.h 
Kides hnvo SU(~ll f-it to oxpn:-'-.;:-:; \Vith rt'g'·trd to the 
r1\·ea;-;uret~:-:; ;:it:ttt'lUPnt. ] f I felt in a gratn
latury :.;pi1·it, I wonld eongratnlatH thP. lJnoplL~ of 
<.{.w-l_,lh .. land 011 tbt-: fact that, detipit.e the dd'ect~ 
of the pre,Pnt Admi i.-tmt.i,n-·awl mauy de
f~cts of the pre,;ent A.!mini,;tration have 
bc"'l1 poi>•ted ont, which httve helpt~fl to injure 
the credit of the colony in the <>ld country 
~-thP colony is so prosperous. Of course 
the usual .snrplus is shown. But the pre.sent 
:;yste-m of kenpi11g acco1nrl~ admit:s of all kind,.;; of 
artful Jodgery. TherH i::; no propPr ~yHtent of keep
ing lu:1n lHnney separate frmn gTmun:tl ruvenne. It 
it:) lmcl enon:.rh to approrJ:riate ttlC proceeds of land 
sal(~s to ordinarY expPud.itnre, but tu charge 
ordinary f'>;penditnre to loan account, and then 
show'-"' snrplw;;, is rnuch won-;e. 1n that W.iJ any 
Trea,mer cnn show a mr1 >!ne. I believe that lHCti 
been doiH' h;' the pn:'HPnt 'fn.tstn·Pr, who has 
Lronght his coHuuercial expnri~~nce to bPnt· in the 
preparation of bi;) Statmnf'nt; and otbt'r 'frea
bllL'tTs lHJf( >r,• hi m ha,\'e don~-- the same thillg. But 
of a.ll the Tren...,ure!'s tlJ l!I't':-.(:mt one is the InuKt 
inei)Llpttent, Leean~e his attPUipt to fake up a 
snrpln'::i is so tra.n:-;p:_trPnt. The Trea,:.;nrer h<,,-; 
UllJ!OUllCCil, in hi~ fuhmnte and WOnderful lJTOS

JH:•c;tn~, that the prosperit;y of the culony iH due to 
hnn. rnr:uthers iu JWWtT on the otlL·r Ride of the 
Spn,tkt·r. lf that i, th" caBP, I wottld like to 
uwke a H1igh t cowpari~on betwt en New Zealand 
and (ltn·enHLtnd, where the p .. rty in power 
lll'ofe~~ differt~nt principles to the party in po\\ ur 
here; and if -.ve d(l sn, 1 thiuk 'IA·e InitSht arrive [Lt 

the ~au1e eunc1u~ion. V or in:-;tance, 1 find in 1 he 
<iuvenwr'::-:; f:)!,eech at the OJh:'ning of the New 
.z;,_,ab.ncl Parli:-tment, thi~ sl u,tmnent--

0\\il;~ t.o Uw nnivtT.·•tl pmspel·ity now prev:1iling .. it 
wa.-; hol'll:il nt 110 di~t.1nt ilate to r, tlnec tlle Customs 
ilutie~ ouueecs·.ark~ of life .. 

That is tl1e re~·ntlt of dmnocratic 1e£6Rlation. \V e 
tiud 11otbing here a-_, to tlw rech1~tlun of taxa
tion~that the burden.:; of the conHIJon JH~OJlle 
m .. ,y be n-e! need hy reduction of taxat.ion on the 
mai1y llen•st. ll'ic·s of life. NL ither do we tin:] 
here any of tile umterial advankft"'' which the 
people uf that eo luny at" in receipt of.. I noticed 
in a l't'C811t j~·-me of the Brisl;ane Oo111'1Cr' that the 
Go\TrnuHmt of ::\e\v Zt',tL:lnti }Jave introdueed a 
systetn (Jf J!t:'Hny po1'-<t ge in~i.de an~-l C!utside 
that cnl(jny; a1 ',:) a :tPdnc~,1nn uf nnpor
ta,ut Un~tuillH d uLius, in a,(!Cordancc with the 
promi~e tht~y nuHle iu the C-.J.ovPnlor'R Sr;eech ; of 
an -increase jn the grants to edncatinn, geueral 
and technical; of an intendted 1 ebate in tlw 1 ent~ 
of Cro\V11 tE naut~ on pnnctual pa.yrnent ; of sug
gestions for prf'fenmtia1 duLi<-"'l and reciprocity 
with other p~rts of the Empire; and of the pro· 
pc'"ed burrowin? of £1,000,000. The snrplm; an· 
nuunced W.tS £()(;;),;~)1, but on thi~ !joi;;t the Pre
n1ier took the IJUblic into hi:; cmdidence surr1e 
tirne ago, HO th,;t RJ)f:'cuiatiDn was set at rest 
rthout the result~" of the yutr't. finance. Penny 
no~tnge within and \\1irhout the colony is to he e tablt8hed on th<.' 1st ,J an nary, 1 DOL The loHR 
to revenue, culct~la.! ed in the prei'itnt hulk of 
conel'pondence, w1,uld be .:bout £f:l0,000 per 
anmun fr( .n1 this ~~ •nrce. But pf CIJltr~e it is 

• expt~cteJ that an iucrea~e in correHpondence \V ill 
m"ke up fur tt.is. The reductjons in Customs 
duties com0 into operation at ouc,J by ref'olution 
of the H oube. The duties on keroceno, rke and 
riee starch, salt, coffee Pnd cocoa, Illitdng, agri
cultnra l, drcdgil1g, and d~tiry nw:=;hinery, engill8$ 
'llld boilers for mining and dredging, and portable 
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and traction engines are altogether removed. 
Half the duty on tea-in packages over 10 lb.
on currants and raisins, candles and matches, 
is remitted ; and that on drugs and chemicals 
reduced by 5 per cent. The remissions 
are calculated to amount to about £157,000. 
The Treasurer in his Financial St .. tement issues 
a challenge to hon. m em hers on this side; but 
that challenge is not intended for us. It is 
intended for the eyes of Rnglish in ve,tors. They 
are invited to come to Queensland and exploit 
the country. It reads-

To sum up-I may express my conviction that no 
honourable member can point to any other country in 
the world in which-in a similar period of time aHd with 
sueh a small popnl ltion-so much material and social 
progress has been made, and in whieh so much llas been 
done to develop natural resources as in this fairtenitory 
of Queensla.nd. 

[n comparison, I am pointing to a 
[9'30 p.m.] country which beats us at every 

point, and the people there live 
under an entirely different form of govprnment. 
The government of that country is administered 
on advanced democratic lines-en the iines which 
the party on this side of the House claim that 
the government of this colony should be adminis
tered. There is no mention in the Budget of 
our Treasurer of a reduction of taxation on 
the necessuries of life. The poor people of 
Queensl,.nd will still have to pay taxation on 
their kerosene, rice, and other necessaries. There 
is no mention of irwreased taxation in the State
ment this year, but that is a thing which is 
coming along next year. Neither is there any 
mention of any encouragement to the mining 
industry in the form of a reduction of the taxa
tion of mining nuchinery and dredging machinery. 
That indu<try, both in the North and the South, 
mus~ still be carried on under the burden of 
heavy taxation imposed on machinery which IS 

necessary for carrying on the industry. 
The TREASURER : Quite wrong. 

1\Ir. LESIN A :In New Zealand th ot industry 
is specially encouraged, while at the fiame time 
the wages of the workers are practically increased 
by a redncti<m in taxation through the Customs. 
There is an increase of .£28, 000 in the "alaries of 
teachers, and provision is to be made on the 
Supplementary Estimates for technical education. 
The amount to be provided for old age pensions 
is .£200,000, or about 5s. per head of the pOJlllla
tion. J<'or the Indian famine and the Ottawa 
relief funds there is :t total amount of .£10,000, a 
sum of £5,000 is to be spent under the heading of 
public health, £15,000 is provided for orphans' 
homes, and other sums are set aside for carrying 
out public works. New Zealand is doing all that, 
and can at the same time declare a surplus of 
.£(}05,351. If the prosperity of Queensland is 
due to the political principles professed by the 
party to the rir:ht of the Speaker, may I not 
just a< reasonably say that the prosperity of 
New Zealand is due to a strong democratic 
Government? The Government of this colony is 
responsible for piling up an enormous amount of 
taxation on the shoulders of the people, and if 
things do not look brighter than they do at 
the present tn<>ment, I would not be a bit 
surprised if, after certain services are taken over 
by the Federal Government, we have to resort to 
additional taxation. ·when the Chief Secretary 
was speaking the other evening, he said, in reply 
to a statement of the leader of the Labour Oppo
sition, that the Government had practically de
clared a policy, that there was a policy revealed 
in the Financial Statement, that it ran right 
through the Statement like a crimson thread, 
and that that policy was assistance to private 
enterprise in mining, pastoral, and other occupa
tions. Now, what is the Government policy? 
The hon. gentleman says it is assistance 

1900-2 X 

to private enterprise. But there is another 
policy besides assistance to private enterprise. 
·when you want tJ discover what the policy 
of a Government is it is just as well to refer 
to some member of the Government, and I 
will refer to the Postma.ster-General, and ask 
what he thought of this particular Government 
only a little while ago. His "'nswer will be a 
revelation to us, bec~tme, although that hon. 
gentleman has changed his political principles, 
and is now a member of a Government which 
only a few months ago he denounced as unworthy 
of public confidence, yet we find that that 
Government is precisely the sa,me as that which 
he d('Scribed in the following terms. 

1\Ir. BmnGES : Not the same Government. 
Mr. LEHINA: \Veil, you might just as well 

say that if four persons are sitting ronnel a table 
playing euchre, it is not the same pack of cards 
out of which they deal the second, third, or 
fourth hands. This is just the same Govern
ment, the same old euchre pack. One of its 
members, the Hon. J. R. Dickmn, is referred to 
in Prog>·ess, a little paper which has lately been 
christened The Pilgrim's Progre.cs, and whch is 
owned by a member of the present Government. 
On the 2nd of December, 18!!9, that paper had 
the following with reference to the Hon. J. R. 
Dickson :-

Clearly nothing looms larger on the horizon of lrr. 
Dickson than 31r. Dickson himself. Yet if that ex
tremely modest and una.':lsuming gentleman will carry 
his thoughts back a little over twelve months he will 
see an nged and mellifinous politician sitting on the 
Ministerial cross benches, acting the" candid friend," 
and waiting, with a Jficawber-like serenity, for " some~ 
thing to turn up." At th:.tt time J.Ir. Dickson had less 
weight in the political scales than the average poli
tician. He was recognised as a, pompous man of rnuch 
experience and variable political principles. Ilttd the op
portunity served he would gladly have led the Oppositwn 
acros~ the floor on to the :O.Iinis.erial benclH''3 .lie entered 
the Uou:;.e as an '· ind13pendent," by a majority of seven 
votes over a straight Oppositionist, aud he 'vas manifestly 
ready on a minute's notice to jump into the most 
fertile paddock. Then Sir Hugh :X elson, in one of his 
humorous moods. dangled a portfolio before l\1r. 
Dickson, and, in less til.ne than it takes to sneeze, the 
ex-Premier was on the 'l'reas ury bench l~or this 
gcmtlernan to talk about the" morality" of any kind of 
political manc:cuvring, or to speak of himself as an 
indispensable statesman, is highly ludicrous and enter
taining. 
Now, in place of lYlr. Dickson's name, put Mr. 
Dr<tke's name, and the criticism is just as 
true-

Clearly nothing looms larger on the lwrizon of l\ir. 
Drake than :VIr. Drake hinu-;c\f. Yet if that ex
tremely modest and nna:_;;:o;;nrning gentleman will carry 
his thought:-; back a little over three or four months he 
will see a middle-aged and mellifluous politieian sitt.ing 
on the Independent Opposition benches, acting the 
"candid friend," and waiting, wlth a J\1icawber-likc 
serenity, for" something to turn up." 
It did turn up-

At that time ::\fr. Drake had less weight in the 
political scales than the average politieian. He was 
recognised as n pompous man of rnnch experience and 
variable political principles. Had the opportunity 
served, he would gladly have led the Independent 
Oppo::;ition across the floor on to the Ministerial 
benches. 
He certainly would have done so-

He entered the House as an'' Independent Opposi
tionist," and he was mnnifesUy ready on a minute's 
notice to jump into the most fertile paddock. rl'hen 
the Hon. R. Philp, in one of his lnnr.orous moods, 
dangled a portfolio before ::\'Ir. Drake, and, in less time 
than it takes to sneeze, he was on the rl'reasury bench. 
In the Upper House-

Por this gentleman to talk about the "morality" of 
any ldnd of political manoouvring, or to speak of himself 
as an indispcnsa ble statesman, is highly ludicrous and 
entertaining. 
The Government have in its ranks two members 
who went across from this side of the House to 
them, ·and this Government has been in office for 
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eight, nine, or ten year", profes,in«practicallythe 
same political principles, only occasionally 
absorbing rnem ber" from this side of the House 
and making them menrbers of the Cabinet. ' 

Mr. NEWEI.L: There was another Government 
on this side last year. 

1\[r. LESINA: There was for only a brief 
penod. What a humorous "mile the Hon. J. 
R. Dickson mu"t occasionally smile wh0n he 
reads th;;t paragraph, writ< en very likely by the 
present Postmaster" General. But we ha~e further 
valuable admissions from the Postmaster
General that the Govermn<·nt of which he is 
now a member is identical with the old Coalition 
Government which he fought against in the 
past. ~n. Febru.ary last year the hon. gentle
man sard m hrs little paper, P1·om·ess-

Tbe effete remnant of the old Coalition Government 
does not venture now to claim a continuance of office 
on any_ particular merits of its own. . . . rrhe cry Gf 
Mr. Dwkson and ::\Ir. l)hilp is •' Take care! If you 
don't return us to power you 1\'il! have the J,abour 
party to govern you.'' Could there be a more con
temptible flPliCal made for suppnrt? rrhc Government 
have been living for years on the bogey of the J.~abour 
party, and that st11l is its only hope of continumg to 
exist. 

That is what a member of the Government has 
to say about th~ Government of which be is now 
a member himself. Is it true, or is it fah;e? If 
Mr. Drake lied when he wrote that he is a 
Cabin~t Minister U(Jon whose word we ~an place 
no rehance; for, if he lied in a newspaper owned 
by him when he was leader of the Independent 
Opposition, "hy should he, when he takes a step 
higher, b< come any more truthful? lf he told 
the truth then, it is "~till true, because nothing 
has changed since then. The Government are 
still" living on the bogey of the Labour party." 

The TREASURER: He may not have written 
that article. 

Mr. LESINA: He may not have written H 
but he was editor of the paper, and he wa~ 
responsible fnr it. He has exchanged the old 
Independent Opposition for the old coalition 
remnant. He sai:l then that the Government 
were living on the bogey of the Lab<,ur party, 
and that the moment that bogey no lon"er 
fright~ned. the electors of Queensland, the pa~ty 
on this Hde would cross over and administer 
public affairs in Queensland, on nmch the s'>me 
lines as the pre,ent democratic Government is 
administering public affairs in New Zeabnd. I 
hope they will do so as successfnllv. 

Mr. CAMPBELL: He has seen tbe error of his 
ways. 

Mr. LESTN A : What a change has come over 
the spirit of Mr. Drake's dream since he wrote 
that article. He is now a part of the f"ffete 
remnant himself. Only a few weeks bef<,re he 
joined the Philp·Dickson Government he wrote 
a leading article in his paper in which he said-

The struggles of Queensland for a strong and an honest 
administl'ation have not yet resulted in a success, but 
we are sufficiently sanguine to believe that the colony 
is suffering the birththroes that pre.sage the advent Of 
a new political party. 
The new political party which has been born as 
the result of those birththroes is that cum nosed 
of the hon. member for Bnlim ha, the· hon. 
member for l'ownsville, and the late hon. 
member for Enoggera. They have formed a new 
political combination. What are their prin
ctples? What programme have they «ot? The 
Chief Secretary, in replying to the le:Cler uf the 
Opposition, pointed nut "hat their policy is. 
It is assi,tance tu private enterprise to develop 
the resources of Queensland. N cw, what is that 
po_licy? First and foremost, it is syndicate 
rmlways. That stands out pre·eminent in their 
programme. Every speech that has been 
delivered on the other side of the House-not 
oply dtning this debate, h1.lt on a!) the 

various occasions that have arisen right from 
beginning to end-from A to Z-in their J<'inan
cial Statement, in the Addreos from the Throne, 
and in the various proposals that have been 
introduced-syndicate railways stand out as the 
leading principle in the Government policy. 
J'\ ext to that stands immigration, assisted by 
the State at the exr,ense of the taxpayers, 
and following in close order we ha \'e the sale of 
the national estate, the alienation of valuable 
mineral, agricultural, and pastoral areas, black 
labour in every department of industry, <'ppo
sition to any form of direct taxation, long 
hours and low wages, unreEtricted competition 
in Government contracts, and strikes-because 
they do not believe in compulsory conciliation 
and arbitration. They would leave these matters 
to the free will of employees and employers. 
They said so this afternoon, and they have said 
it on other occasiom. And another thing the 
Government are opposed to is most of the reform 
legislation which has been passed in the neigh
bouring colonieq. 

Mr. CM!PBELL : Adult suffrage. 
Mr. LESINA: Well we have compelled them 

to accede to that, but even now I am more or 
less suspidous tha,t it is merdy a bunch of 
carrots that they Hre going to dangle before the 
noses of hon. metnb"rs until they get their 
syndicate r il ways through, and even if the Bill 
goes through this House, I am afraid it will be 
slaughtered elsewhere. The Government are 
oppo,ed to most of the reform legislation which 
has been pa"sed in the neighbouring colonies, 
and any promises they have made in that respect 
have never been fulfilled. In connection with 
the credit they take for the present fairly pros
pernns condition of the colony, I may say that 
Buckle, in his "History of Civilisation," has 
fairly defined the functions of politicians when 
he observes that-

" Their best mea~ures are but temporary expedients 
which it will be the busine~s of a later and riper age to 
efface;" that those loquacious and superficial politi
cians ''who, raised to temporary power, think them
selves bound to guarantee certain institutions and 
uphold certain opinions" are clearly wrong. 
\Vhen a person like Buckle, with his vast 
knowledge and his ability, and his world-wide 
reputation, makes a statement like that, it ought 
to give pau'e to members of the ::Xovernment, for 
they are very desirous of guaranteeing existing 
insritutions, and of justifying the little temporary 
expedients which they pass through this House 
as the legislation which ought to last for all time. 
They are merely flies on the wheel. Honourable 
meu1 bers know the &tory of the fly on the wheeL 
A fly was on the wheel of a coach as it was lumber
ing down a street, making an enormous noise. 
The fly said, " \Vhat an enormous noise I do 
make ! " So it is with the Government. They 
imagine that they are responsible fur the pros
perity of the colony, while they have probably 
had no more to do with it than the fly on the 
wheel had with the noise. For political purposes 
th''Y take ad vantage of it. The Treasurer 
in his J<'inancial Btatement, and the Chief Secre
tary in his speech, spoke of the necessity of 
encouraging capital, as they euphemistically term 
it, by giving certain concessions to syndicates to 
conslruct railways. As there are various 
measures before us dealing with those proposals, 
I shall defer any further remarks I have to make 
upon that subject until those measures come on 
fur discussion. But I cannot resist the temptation 
of saying a word or two in reply to the statement 
of the Chief Secretary that the party sitting on 
the left of Mr. Speaker is responsible for scaring 
away capital, or capitalists, who want to make 
investnwnts in Queensland properties and indus
tries. This statement has been made not only by 
that hon. s-ei;J.tleman, but it has been J;llaqe by 
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every hon. member on the other side, and by the 
Press outside. They declare year in and year 
out that this party is opposed to the investment 
of capital in Queensland. Now, I would like to 
give that statement an emphatic denial. \Ve are 
told that by our agitation we scare away inves· 
tors. I will read what Robert Blatchford, the 
editor of the London Cla1•ion-one o£ the 
brightest reform papers published in the world
has to say about agitators-

He is not a nice man is the ~1gitator. He disturhs the 
general calm; he shakes old and rotten institutions 
with a rude hand; he drag's into the light of day ~:<onw 
loathsome and d~Lngcrous al:mse which rcspeetable 
rasc·tlit.r or cowardly conservatism has carefully covered 
up and concealed under a film of bumoug. He tramples 
on venerable shams. . . . The privileged classes 
hate him ; the oppressed cla.sses do not understand 
him; the Jm:y classes shun him as a pest. 

Very likely when we take up the attitude of 
opposing concessions to enable capitali,ts to 
exploit our resources, we may be told that we 
are discouraging the investment of capital in the 
colony, but we oppose those concessions because 
we believe they are against the public interest. 
And this brings to me the Bundanba coalminer's 
strike. Here again it b~ts been said by members 
opposite and by the Press that there would be 
no strike if it were not for the influence exercised 
by persons who encourage the men to revolt 
against the conditions under which they labour. 
Every time there is a strike some "bnttoner" fur 
the employer gets up and condemns agitators. 
The cry generally is thnt the men v. ould be all 
right if it were not for the agitat"rs-that they 
are the cause of all the troubles l.Jetween masters 
and men, little and big. There are men who 
enjoy stirring up strife; but still somebody must 
step in whf'n difficulties arise between master 
and men, and those men are called "agitators." 
It is not to be expected that the men should give 
way to every demand made upon them, and 
when they do not give way the result is a strike. 
No doubt a strike is a bad thing. So is war. 
The men will not cave in every time. ThPV do 
their best for themselves. The worst featttre I 
see about strikes is that men invMiably strike to 
maintain wages. That makes the position thus: 
The employer offers a reduction. The men 
refme, and strike. Then the men stand to loee 
something or gain nothing, while the employers 
stand to gain something or lose nothing. There 
are no real agit:ttor~ in this country. If there 
were, "the war would be carried m to Africa," 
and when employers otiered their men a reduc
tion the men would strike for a rise, That 
would make things equal-something to gain or 
lose on both •ides. Now it is a case of "heads 
I win, tails you lose." In other words, the men 
have everything to lose and nothing to gain; the 
employers have everything to gain an<1 nothing 
to lose. Now, in the case of the strike in the 
Burrum district--

The TnEASURER : You are reading the wrong 
speech. You are reading a speech connected 
with the Burrum strike. 

Mr. LESIN A : I am reading a few paragraphs 
in connection with a strike in the coal district, 
and really referring to the very matter which we 
were discuseing this afternoon. If, of course, the 
Premier would prefer that the question should 
be discussed next week on a motion for adj.,urn
ment, it is easy to accommodate him. Labour 
and capital are at preaent at war in one of nur 
principal coal-producing centres, and we are told 
by hon. members opposite that labour and capital 
will work harmoniously together without the aid 
of anv conciliation measure such as that which 
has been so recently discussed. We are told 
that if we pass such a measure as has been 
suggested in the motion of the hon. member for 
)T!iuders, that the British investor will be 

frightened out of the colony, and that if the 
British capitalist has money to invest he will 
invest it in a country where labour and cnpital 
go hand in hand together. \Veil, we are aware, 
not only that there is a strike in the coal
mining industry, but a strike in the pastoral 
industry, and various other strikes of small 
dimensions in other small industries carried on in 
the colony. Yet the Government of the day, 
instead of using their authority and influence to 
meuiate between employer and CtrlJJloyed, do not 
even go the lengt.h of encouraging the passa"e of 
conciliatory legi,lation which would be the n~eans 
to a large extent of making disputes between 
employer and employed well nigh impossible. 
We havA before us the examples set in New 
Zealand, in New South IV ales, and in Victoria 
in the mn tter of conciliation in industrial dis
putes. 'fhose colonie~ lead, this colony sees fit 
to follow, but follow m a very tnrdy and half· 
hearted manner indeed. 'fhe leaders in the 
colony of Queensland are prep:tred to wait; 
they are prepared to allow others to reap 
what disadvanta,ges there may be attaching 
to experimental legislation, and then ulti
mately, if it is a success, to eo me in in a very 
tardy manner indeed. vVhen difficulties arise 
between employer and empl<>yed, they are not 
even content to stand oti at a distance, as it 
were, and take an independent attitude, but they 
are prepared to disarrange the train senices of the 
colony in order to cwry "bl<tcklegs" who desire to 
fill the places of men whnse otience is a desire to 
better the c mditi,ns under which they live. 
This Government, apparently, is never prepared 
to take a bold and independent step of their 
own. They are never prepared-or at least 
their actions would indicate that they are never 
pre~ared--to initiate any legislation what· 
ever of a progres:;iv~e character. They have 
the ex"mples before them, they know the 
advantages or possible advantages to be 
derived, yet they dec ine to be in the van of 
progress, and prefer to wander on in the s:.me 
old sleepy, aimless fashion which has charac
teris 'd their reign from the heginning up to th0 
present moment. \Vi!! nothing move them? 
\Vill examples in the other culoni, s not urr:e 
them to effort? Are they content to remain 
sta,nant for ever, and only make a progressive 
move when every other civilised country in the 
world has proved that what they cotll experi
mental legislation is, in actual operation, a pro
nounced success elsewhere? That there is room 
for conciliation and arbitration in the industrial 
disputes which from time to time crop up in this 
colony, there is no doubt whatever, but the 
gentlemen on the other side seem afraid to 
take a move in the direction in which pro
gressive counlries all the world over are going. 
\Vhen we ask the Government to introduce a 
similar measure they are afraid to do so-not 
through fear of the tabour bogey, but through 
ffolr of those fat men outside who st:tnd behind 
the Government, whose money helps to return 
their candidates, and wb ose influence keeps them 
on that side of the House. I ]Jointed out, also 
that, according to the annual report of th~ 
Department of Labour in New Zealand, the 
Minister for Labour stated that the system of 
conciliation and arbitration bad so won its way 
into the hearts of the industrial clasRes that the 
only thing they were afraid of was the poHsibility 
that they might return to the old warfare of 
strikes and lockouts. There is one fact which 
occurs to me, and which shows the necessity of 
such legislation, and that is that, between the 
25th May and the 3rd Alignst of the present 
year, theN ew Zealand arbitration court settled 
fifty-nine trade disputeR, thus preventing all 
waste of public time, all waste of public 
capital, to say nothing of the eyel)tqal injury 
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to employers and misery to working men 
and their wives and children. As an illustra
tion of how the system works for all parties 
I may mention that the Iinotype machine 
men some time ago applied for an increase in 
wages to £3 15,;. per week. The mattAr was 
brought before the court, and thA court gave its 
award ; but instead of getting the £3 15s. they 
demanded they were awarded £3 17s. for a seven 
hours' day. The Act workti undoubtedly in the 
interests of both employers and employee-,, but 
that is a small illustration of the advantages 
which the working people thenrsel ves may derive 
from the est>tblish trwnt of legislation of tlut 
character. Setting that matter aside for the 
rr1oment, as it will cmne up tor discusHion later 
on, I ohould like to refer to another statement 
made by the Chief Secretary. It seems that in 
spite of the evil char:wter of the Labour party the 
colony, generally speaking, stands high in the 
favour of the London capitalist. Although we 
have got an evil character according to the Chief 
Secretary, we have beena"sured bythehon. gentle
man that, in spite of the fact that we have a party 
in this House opposed to the introduction of 
foreign capital for in vestmentin Queensland enter
prises to a large extent, Queensland stands in 
high favour with the British capitalist. Those 
two statements, to say the least, are inconsistent. 
Our character cannot be altogether so black, or 
else the English capitalists are not altogether 
deterred by the reputation of the Labour party 
from investing their money here. But if we 
stand so high in their favour, how is it that our 
last loan came so close to being a miserable 
fai~ure. The hon. gentleman assured a Telegmph 
scr1be the other d .• y, when interviewed, that 
there was no such thing as sentiment in cmn
merce. After all, there seems to be a slight incon-

gruity between the two statements. 
[10 p.m.] If home capitalists are desirous 

of im esting their money in English 
securities-if, for instance, they can invest 1nm·e 
profitably in Government stocks in the old 
country, which are eqnal to consols, why shou!<l 
they be so anxious to invest in Queensland-why 
should we stand so high in their favour? And 
why should the hon. gent!Aman go out of his 
way to assure us that we stand hi\ih in the 
favour of persons wiliing to invest capital in 
Queensland despite the misrepresent"tinns that 
our party have had to suffer at the hands of the 
newspaper Press supporting the policy of tire 
present Government? But the narrow escape 
of the £1,400,000 loan from failure has not 
only c:;u~ed the Government of Queenslanrl 
to senously consider their position-it has 
caused a considerable amount of comment 
throughout the Australian colonies, and it 
has supplied a key-note to VI hich the financial 
Press of the old country have tuned many of 
the~r articles. T~ere is evidently something 
radwally wrong w1th the credit of Queensland 
when the colony cannot borrow a million of money 
exceptatarateofinterest horderingon usury. The 
foreign complications in which the Rmpir'e i, in
vo] ved do not account for the poor price realised. 
To me it is wonderful that some Ministerial 
genius has not discovered that it was due to the 
advent of the late lamented Labour Government. 
The truth of the matter is, that our credit has 
been so damaged by the attacb--

The TREASURER : \V hose speech are you refer
ring to? 

Mr. LESINA: The hnn. gentleman's in all 
likelihood. The fact is that our credit has been 
so damaged by the attacks-and this is a matter 
I pointed out, not only in the Address in Reply, 
but at various times during the discussion on the 
private syndicate railways-of the London 
financial press, particularly the Investors' Revie~v, 

that people who have money to lend regard this 
colony as a very unsubstantial security. The 
loose manner in which our finances have been 
managed-and there can be no question about 
that-the speculative character of the com
mercial heroes of civilisation who have con
trolled the colony's affairs during the past few 
years are bt ginning to luwe a telling effect on 
the London money market. The loud protesta
tions of the Government that Queensland is 
sound are openly treated with derision in ~he 
home journals. The facts are also becommg 
known in the old country that our national 
debt is about £70 per head of the popub
tiun-the highest in the colonies-and that we 
are giving away our agricultural and mineral 
lands to syndicates and speculators, thus d<;I~re
ciating the value of our natwnal secunt1es. 
Then, again, there are the disappointed immi
grants to Queensland who wrote to their friends 
and their country newspapers informing them 
and the country at large of want of employ
mer,t, the sweating, the low wages, and the 
presence of filthy coloured aliens of every 
variety. All this tends to further injure our 
national credit, and hence the partial failure of 
our loan. I may say in this connection that last 
year Sir Horace Tozer, in his report as Agent
General, mentions particularly that the thing 
that helps more than ;>nything else to injure 
Queensland's efforts to secure people from the 
United Kingdom is the number of letters sent 
from Queensland, not so much to the newspaper 
Press as to private individuals-letters sent by 
immigrants to friends at home, tt!ling them of 
the conditions under which they have to work, 
pointing out the character of the Governm~nt 
that administers public affairs, showing how h1gh 
our taxation is at,d how high our natioual debt is, 
and that the number of coloured aliens in the 
colony is 25,000, or 5 per cent. of the population, 
who come into competition with the whites; and 
Sir Hnrace Tuzer in his report says that that 
is an influence he cannot possibly fight against. 
The men who write these letters must be under 
the irnp;e•.-ion when they write them that the 
statements are true, and those letters influence 
a lot of people. In the last Agent-General's 
report you find that some of the agent" bave 
been mobbed in one or two of the agricultural 
counties, and in other places they could not get 
a hall to hold a meeting. Why is this ? 
Because immigrants who have been inveigled 
here, and have had to work clwek·by-jowl with 
kanakas for 10s. a week, when they could have 
got that much at home under Christian con
ditions-thosp, people, who have no hope of 
getting together enough money to pay their 
way back, have written to their friends asking 
them to dip the agent in the local horse-pond. 
And the people at home lmve madp, strenuous 
<fforts to do so. I don't know that I have any 
particular sympathy with those agents in Eng
land ar,pointed by the Agent-General. They 
are scattered through England, Ireland, Scot
land, and Wale", and they get 10s. 6d. for every 
adult, mal6l or female, thPy capture, and os. 
for every child. Many of those agents have 
met with a hostile reception in several places; 
in sume places they have had to flee for th~ir 
lives. This is a matter that fills me w1th 
joy. (Laughter.) According to the Treasurer's 
Statement, he was advised by the Bank of England 
and other competent authorities, and he floated 
the loan at the very best time he possibly could 
choose. This only makes the want of success of 
the loan the more pronounced. It was !Jlaced on 
the markd at a minimum of £94 with 3 per cent. 
interest, and only £11,000 more than the amount 
asked for was offered. Approximatelyth6l amount 
that the Queensland taxpayers will pay on each 
stock will be, according to the Treasurer, 
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.£3 per annum. But according to one of the 
local papers the Queensland Government has 
to pay on the £94 a" if it were £100, 
and at the end of the period buy it back at its 
face value of .£100; and as the loan is contracted 
for at a cost of 25s., that means tlutt for every 
£100 the Government only gets £92 l 5s. And 
out of that there are other charges to be paid, so 
that each .£100 stands the Government in about 
.£90-one of the lowest prices that has been 
obtained for some years past. The Brisbane 
Telerl1'aph of lOt.h July, m:tldng some comt11ents 
on th~ fl_otation of that loan, points out one or 
two s1gmficant facts; and as the Telef}1'aph is a 
strong Government. organ--

The TnEASURER: \V hat? 
Mr. LESIN A : There can be no objection to 

quoting what it says-
That the loan ~hould not be floated better i~ le::.:s a 

matter fm· surprise than for regret It Wfl~ oftercd at a 
most anspicions moment, so far as our loeal aJI'airs were 
conecl'ned. "\Vc have had a splendid year. The incre
ment of revenue was £!20,( 00; n return which :-;hows 
that, in spite of a phenomenal drought, we are doing a 
larger bnsiness i for that increaE:e was due to an 
improved state of things in eYery deparl1f1Cnt. Taxa
tion gave £23:!.,000 i railwa' s, £lOO,noo; the other three 
sources of revenue gave £80,000. rrherc is a spirit of 
enterprise abro~1d in the eommnnity; a determination 
to occupy the land is everywhere manifested. And vet 
~l~~Oci:~~~~~~t~~~;~ot borrow, at 3 per cent., £H4 for a 

That is the question they a"k. Then they draw a 
moral. They say- · 

Given that the lo:m has been floated Ht the minimum 
price, it is impossible that the most san,gume of per~ons 
will pretend that it could not have been better. If in 1896 
we obtained £n5 15s. lld. for a 3 per cent. loan, what 
ought we not to have obtained in lDOO r Compare the 
two years. Our revenue for the two years may be thus 
set down:-

June 30, 1900 .. . £4 598,207 
June 30, 1896 3,641,583 

It is not necessary to state the 
and yet it ought to be stated. 
£1,000,000 increa~e in fonr years. 
to say that the lower price now 
higher. 

clitfercmce in figures; 
It is £9-l>l,u2l; nearly 
It wonld be childish 

obtained. is due to tbe 

That point is well worthy of comideration in 
this connection ; and glancing over the loans 
floated in past years, we see that the prices 
at which they were obtained have been slowly 
but surely decreasing, and the interest pavable 
has correspondingly incre,.sed-showing th.i:t the 
public credit of Queensland has been gradually 
dropping down, and down, and down. This fact 
in itself speaks volumes. \Vhy should the public 
credit be on the decline in Queensland? This 
Government is a respectable Government; it is 
a Government that believes in respectable con
servative principles; it has the whole of the 
respectable Press behind it, and the whole of the 
respectable section of the people nf Queens
land behind it, if we are to believe state
ments made in this House; it has the confi
dence of commercial men ; yet our public 
credit is on the down grarle. \Vhat is the 
influence that is at work injuring our public 
credit? Is it the Labour party? Is it federa
tion? Or is it the Government administering 
the public affairs of Queensland? There is no 
use concealing the true state of the colony. 
Financially, Queensland is absolutely rotten. 
That is a statement I do not make only myself; 
it is a statement that has been made frequently 
in the London Pre&,s-in the Financial Revie?V, 
the Financial 'l'irne~, and sundry other papers 
which do not make any pretension to being 
financial organs, but keep a peeled eye when 
they are discussing colonial in vestments. 

:1\fr .• TENKINSON : They don't use that term. 
Mr. LESINA: They use even worse tercns in 

respect to members of the present Goyernment. 
I only regret that I lost two extracts from the 
Investors' Review which I intended to use in this 

House. \Vhat this country wants is a strong 
united Labour Government to pull it out of the 
mess it is in at the present time. New Zealand 
was in just the same plight as Queensland is in 
to-day when John Ballance took the reins of 
Government. He saw that New Zealand was 
suffering from a bad attack of Vogelism. Here 
we may call it Philpism ; but Vogeli'm is the 
term by which they described the diseased finan
cial state of New Zealanrl ; :tnd he saw that this 
desperate disea"Jrequired a desperate remedy. He 
commenced the social reforms and socialistic legis
latirm which, followed up 50 vigorously since 
then by Dick i:leddon, placed New Zealand in 
the proud position of being the most solvent and 
financially sound colony in the Australasian 
group. Rightly or wrongly, the English money
lenders appear to think that the colonies are 
absolute:ydependent on them for: the wherewithal 
tn carry on the government. 1t 1s very ncceRHary 
that they shc,uld be taught that the colonies have 
ample resources within themselves, and that 
they can go on moderately well, for a time at 
least, without outside assistance. And just now 
the outside capiblist appears to forget that if the 
people of Queensland have harrowed something 
from him we have wmething to show for it in 
our rail ways and other public works, which alone 
would r<citlise more than our whole national 
indebtedness. I would, therefore, snggest that 
the Government should have recourse to the 
local mouey market-that they should in the 
future avail themselves more frequently of oppor
tunities of borrowing in Australia-in Queens
land itse!f--th11n they have done in the past. 
There is plenty of idle money in Australia, and 
it would be mutually advantageous if this were 
invested at a fair rate of interest on debentures 
issued and guaranteed hy the Governn•ent of the 
country. If the Government make a move of 
this kind, I am sure it will have a salutary 
influence in England, and must considerably 
raise the prestige of our colony and be to the 
advantage of our colonial neighbours. It is a 
case of God helping those who help themselves. 
A people that shows a capacity to overcome 
difficulties will soon find plenty of friends. It is 
of all importance that the foreign investors should 
be imbued with that idea. Onr credit has been 
so damaged by the administration of the pre
sent Government, by the Queensland National 
Bank, and by the maladministralion in con
nection with the loans that have been 
borrowed, and other rea.sons, that some heroic 
step is absolutely necessary to rehabilitate 
ourselves in the eyes of the financial world. 
Now, I notice, according to the tables supplied 
by the Trea.surer, and attached to the Financial 
Statement, that the national debt of Queensland 
is £36,049,004, although we have in reality only 
received £31,568,31f\ net. So that we have prac
ti<"tlly lost in charges, etc., nearly £5,000,000. 
To that £31,5G8,315 we have adcled about 
£6,000,000 since 1800, whereas South Australia
with a democratic Government, with a paid and 
elective Legi,Jative Council, with a land and 
income tax, with a State bank, with advances 
to settlers, and sundry other reforms-has 
reduced it'' nation~] debt by about £2,000,000. 
Our national debt amounts to about .£72 
per head of the popnlation, and the total 
annual interest charged is .£1,343,244, or about 
.£2 12s. per head of the population. Every 
man, woman, <tnd child in Qneensland practi
cally is taxed .£2 12s. to pay the interest upon 
the borrowed money which has been expended in 
the conRtruction of public works and railways in 
Queensland. With a family of five or six persons 
that alone means a large annual tax. To show 
the enormous prngre-;s which has been made in 
piling up the national deht, I may mention that 
in 1861 it amounted only to .£2 Os. 9d, per head, 
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ten years later it came to £36 2s. lld., and 
to.day it is £72 per head of the population. The 
Treasurer, in his Statement, says-

EXPENnnuaB, 1899-1900. 
The total revenue for the year was 
The total expenditure ... .. . 

... £4,588,207 
4,540,418 

Giving a surplus of... ... ... . £·~7.789 
A cheque for this amount has heen handed to the 

trustees of the public debt reduction fund. the proceeds 
of which-together with other funds in the hands of 
the trustees-have been applied by them in the pur
chuse of a debenture amounting to £50,000, which has 
been dealt with in terms of the Audit Act Amendment 
Act of 1895. Under the operation of this Act-one of 
the wisest piece:;; of 1innncial legislation ever initiated 
in this House-the application of the surpluses during 
the last six years has resulted in a reduction of the 
national debt by £445,720, and a saving of interest 
annually amounti11g to £15,727. 
Now, our national debt is £36,000,000, and if that 
is paid off at the rate of £47,789, which is the 
amount paid for £110,000 worth of debentures 
this last year, it will only take 720 ymtrs to wipe 
out our national debt. I do not suppose the Pre
mier wishes to wipe out the national debt. I do 
not oee any necessity for wiping it out, or attempt
ing to wipe it out, or why these surpluses should 
be devoted to the purchnse of these debentures. 
Every year t~ere is a quantity of public money 
swamped up m that way. Every year the sur
pluses are swamped up to purchase these deben
tures for the public debt reduction fund. It 
is a most extraordinary thing, because I do not 
suppo'e the Treaeurer is seriously determined to 
wipe out the national debt. \Vhat advantage 
would result from wining it out? 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : They would like 
tu wipe you out, now. (Laughter.) 

Mr. LESINA: Well, I do not see any neces
sity for attmnr,ting to wipe out the public debt, 
and it set·ms to me very absurd t'o dispose of the 
surpluses year after year in purcb:.sing these 
debentures in reduction of our indebtedness. 
I think it would be much better to knock 
off bonowiug altogether. That is a much 
easier, much cheaper, and n1uch rr10re prac
tical way than advocating the utilisation of 
surpluses in this way, bnt that cannot be ex
pected. Perha]>S we cannot expect that. This 
country has been leaning on John Bull-who 
seems to be the "post" Miss Shaw referred to
for so long that it cannot be expected to stand 
up on its feet all at once; and there· is no need 
fur the vresent generation to work itself to death 
in a vain endeavour to wipe out the accumul:tted 
indebtednebs of bygone times, especially as the 
growth of population will make the national 
burden proportiona' ely less, but there is a grave 
rlanger of any lo:.n being used for all manner of 
illegitimate pnrp' ses. The old ancient wheeze 
about "repr~,ductive public works" is a wornM 
out shiLboldh which r.ugbt not to imvose upon 
anybody. Everybody knows that every Govern
ment we h<cve had in Que,,nslund for the past 
twenty years has used burrowed money for vur
poses quite other than reproductive works. 

The TREASURER: By the late Government. 

Mr. LESIN A : The late Government did 
not have a chance or very likely they would 
have done the same. The country towns have 
been studded with gaols and courthouses and 
post office buildings, which have devended for 
their degree of magnificence less uvon the amount 
of business likely to be done than upon the per
si.~tency of the local member clamouring for 
public money to be Rpent in his district. Per
haps it was necessary for the colony to borrow. 
There i~, at all events, nothing to be gained by 
arguin!! about that no\\, but it se,ms to me that if 
Qneenslanri is not to hecome the most deht-ridden 
country on earth she harl better stop borrowing 
now, except for meeting debentures falling rlue. 

There is no reason, either, why the colony should 
not take up the national debt on its own account. 
If there is such a large bulk of material wealth 
in this country as is generally estimated, there 
is no good reasm1 why the Government should 
not be able to gradually borrow money from its 
own people to meet engagements abroad, and 
thus the State would come in time to owe the 
debt to its own citizens instead of to people w ha 
live on the other side of the earth. This is not 
like a country that has bPen plunged into heavy 
debt by an unfortunate war. If we have wasted 
some money we have not wasted all onr borrow
ing-A, and even unnE"cessary courthouses and 
gaols may be of serviee some day. Despite our 
natural disadvantages, the country is rich P-rwugh 
and old enough to stand alone, instead of lean
ing Hgainst a post. Britain has an enormous 
national debt, on which she pays interest amount
ing to £25,000,000 sterling per annum, but sbe 
pays it to her own people, and it remains in the 
country. 

Mr. JENKINSON: Are you going all through 
all your notes? \V e will take them as read. 

Mr. LESIN A: With a heroism worthy of a 
better cause, I intend to go through them. 

Mr. JENKINSON: Then the Lord have mercy 
on your soul ! 

Mr. LESIN A : I say that England's debt is 
largely to her own people, and the money is 
kept in the country, a thing which would add 
joy to the soul of the Treasurer, because I see in 
one portion of his Statement that he expresses 
deep regret that the money is leaving the 
country. Under such a system there is no 
reduction of the total sum of the national 
wealth, but if Great Britain had to pay over 
some £25,000,000 annually to some other country 
she would be ruined in a generation. When the 
whole trade and finance of the world is based 
upon a stock of gold of less than £1,300,000,000, 
according to Mnlhall, it is plain that a country 
that paid over £25,000,000 to another every year 
would soon be ruined. \V e are paying an enormous 
:>mount in interest to people on the other side of 
the earth, and if that money remained here it 
would be available for enterprise and investment. 
If New South \Vales, Victoria, Queensland, and 
\Vest Australia bad not all been gold-producers 
they would have been ruined long agu, and if we 
go on borrowing as we are doing our national 
bankruptcy is only a question of time, and the 
London investors will refuse to subscribe to a 
new loan. We have now a debt of £3G,OOO,OOO, on 
which we pay interest at the rate of about 
£1,300,000 per annum. If we are determined to 
go on borrowing, we should confine our operations 
to our own market, and try and raise the money 
locally, even if we have to pay a "lightly higher 
rate of interest, because the interest will be paid 
to people in the country, and, going into circu· 
lation again, will encourage industry, and find 
fre"h avenues for investment. 

Mr. CAMPRELL: \Vhat is to prevent our people 
selling their debentnres elsewhere? 

Mr. LESIN A: There is no particular reason 
why we should not sell them anywhere, but my 
advice is that, if pcssible, we should sell them 
to our own people and make our own peor1le our 
creclitors. 

Mr. CAMPRELL : Our own people can sell the 
debentures again outside. 

Mr. LESINA: There is another voint in the 
speech I would like to refer to, and that iB the 
question of defence. I strongly object to money 
for defence purposes being taken out of loan 
funds. I think, as the leader of the Opposition 
pointed out., that the Defence Force should be 
largely maintained out of reYenue, and if we 
are compelled to borrow for the purpnse, the 
borrowing should take place locally. The Ohief 
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Secretary pointed out in the course of his 
speech, that in view of the complications in 
South Africa aud China at the present time, it is 
absolutely necessary that our Defence Force 
should be on a stronger footing, that w,, should 
spend money in encouraging volunteer rifle 
corps, and that we should do all we possibly 
can to strengthen the defence of the country. 
I have not the slightest objection to that. I 
believe it is nec~ssary, and that the work should 
be well done. I am not sure that there is any 
direct connection, as the hon. gentleman sought 
to prove, between the existing complications in 
South Afric"' >tnd Ohin't, and the necessitv for 
~trengthening nur defence ; but I am thoroughly 
m accord with the expr~s-ed determination 
of the Government, as revealed in the Finan
cial Statement and in the Estimates, to afford 
the volnnteer movement substttntial support_ 
Hitherto the movement has been starved and 
discouragei, as witne,;s the experiences of the 
Scotch and Irish volunteer force. Many of our 
troops were sent to South Africa with worse than 
useless rifles-a f11ct that has been proved. Only 
the other day we had a meetin,- of members of 
rifle clubs in the city at which vigorous pr<<tests 
were entered against the defective ammunition 
supplied by our defence authorities. Yet we are 
being hurried into every £.,reign embroilment 
into which Great Britain is being dragged by the 
S"lisbury Government. I believe we should 
reconstruct onr scheme of defence on an entirely 
new basis. I believe in the aboliti,.n of military 
life in bc;rracks altog<·ther and in placing our 
soldiers on the same footing as the police, and 
that commissions ,hould be gained by service in 
the ranks, and as volunteers by special qualify
ing, not competitive, examinations. There is 
immedhcte need for a great development of the 
volunteer system in Queensland. Every citizen 
should be a soldier trained to use the r1fle, and 
given such drill instruction <'S might be necessary 
for the p rformance of simple military man
cruvres. EvE-ry schoolboy over a cert<.tin age 
ought, as a part of his school inetructiun, be made 
proficient in the use of the bayonet and the rifle. 
Every soldier, being also a citizen and following 
his daily avocations, would be a voter nnder this 
system, and con;equently would exercise a whole
some check on any Government manifesting an 
arrogant or aggreesive attitude towards its foreign 
neighbours. \Vhen every citizen is a soldier and 
a voter, liable to be, at war'o alarms, dragged 
awtty from the bosom of his family, he will rake 
fine care only to elect those legisl>ttors who 
will encourage the pur•uits of mdustry and the 
arts of peace. I believe th"t the policy of Queens
land abroad should be strictly non-aggressive. Our 
o~>n as,;umed interests should not be placed be
fore the rights of any people. \Ve should snp
p<>rt the principles of intprnational agreement in 
distinct and definite cases, but there should be 
no wholesccle placing of mu nation•tl judgment 
and acti<m in the b<mds of unknown keepers. 
The influence of the nation should be steadily 
but peacefully thrown on the side of those 
struggling for independence, and against r<nnexa
tions made in disregard of the will of the 
people. I am thoroughly in accord with the 
suggestion of the Hon. Mr. Tbynne thftt we 
should, where practic>tble, adopt the Swiss model 
in any scheme of national defence. Switzerland 
spends less upon armaments and more upon 
educati m than any other European nation, and 
as an industrial pe,1ple we should follow her 
example. 

The THEASU!\ER: There are no Goverment 
rail ways there. 

Mr. LESINA: They could hardly have Go
vernment railways round the Alps. I am not 
forgetting--th<.ugh there iil no mention of it in 
the Statement-that under clause 113 of the 

Federal Constitution, no State has power, with· 
out the consent of the Parliament of the 
Commonwealth, to raise or maintain any naval 
or military force. Hence it will appear that 
action in tile matter of defence will have to be 
postponerl until such time as we can approach 
the Federal P Mliament for the necess11ry 
authority, so completely has the new Constitution 
tied our hands in this respect. \Ve can, of 
course, go on n1aking our arrangenwnts in the 
meantimE>, but after that we must receive official 
recognition at the hands of the Federal Parlia
ment. There are only one or two other points I 
would like to tnucb upon. It is jnst as well to be 
thoroucrb in matters of this kind, because some 
memb;rsslumpm>1ttersofthiskind. They make a 
fewcasmtlremarks ab,mt anything or nothing, and 
then, for fear of pllhlic criticism, or the criticism 
of other mernbersof this Chamber, theyfl<lp down. 
I cannot help having- a cut at immigration, and 
the gigantio matrimnnial agency, condllcted in 
Great Britain by Sir Horace Tozer. Now, 
another £50,000 is asked for this year, also out 
of loan account, for the encouragement of per
sons who desire to come here-some of them to 
marry squatters and settle down in all the 
delights of wedded life, and others to flop into 
comiortaule billets of £500 a-year in aristocratic 
Queensland. I object to that item being defrayed 
from loan money. During the past two years 
this vote has increased by 100 per cent., and 
I wuuld like to ask the Treasurer, have the 
pr<Jblernatic~l benefits increased in a similar 
ratio? From 18GO-the date of separation
to 30th June, lfl99, Queensland has expended 
£a,201,428 net in assisted immigration. The 
colony under the present administration offers 
such poor inducements to persons to come 
here that they have to be paid to do so. I 
notice that some newi'papers in England have 
dmwn attention to this. An immigration agent 
says to a prospective emigrant, "See what a 
splendid crmnt.ry ~{neensland is; you should go 
there.'' 'The n1a.n says, "I have no money/' 
Then the ''gent says, "Oh! we will pay your 
fare out." The prospective emigrant at once 
becomes suspici,ms as to the statA of the country 
when the agent offers to pay his fare. If the 
man thought the colony was so prosperous, he 
would co1ne out and pay his own fare. 'fhe 
fact of paying these immigrants at once 
raises suspicion, and the fact that the Govern
ment lws to pay these agents a scalp fee of 
10,;. Gd. per bead tor adults, and 5s. per head for 
pic>minuies, only tends to injure the reputation 
of the colony. Another objection I have to this 
system of immigr:ttion is that these immigrants 
are brought out here on boats employing black 
labour. If we are gain!'( to spend all this money 
on immigr·ation, I think the immigrants should 
be brought out here in boats employing whits 
labour. The last boat that arrived here was the 
"J1_nnna," bringing 200 irnnligr::tntb, and her 
crew is c ,mp•>sed chiefly of C<>olies. Some days 
after that vessel arrived, many of the female 
immigrants were seen in the streets drunk, arm
in-arm with these coolies, some of whom were 
also drunk. 

The TREASURE!\ : Quite untrue. 
Mr. LE SIN A: \Vel!, statements to that 

effect have appeared in the Brisbane Press. 
Mr. KEHR: I eaw one drunk with a white 

rnan. 
Mr. LE SIN A: The papers stated that many 

of th<ie female immigrants were seen in the 
street, drunk, arm-in-arm with coolies. 

An HoNOUHABLE MEMmJH : They may have 
been seasick. 

1\Tr. LESTN A: Perhaps so, I object to immi
grants being brought ant here in boats employing 
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black labour. Let us give some encouragement 
to the companies who employ white men and 
give them white men's wage". 

lVIr. JENKINSON: There are no immigrant 
boats employing white labour. 

Mr. LESINA: Yes, tbere are. 
Mr. JENKINSON: Not coming to Queensland. 

Mr. LESINA: Well, thf·y bring them first to 
Sydney, perhaps. The efforts made by certain 
persons in receipt of Government money to 
m duce these people to come to Queensland should 
be fully discussed in this House. Some of these 
agents who receive this scalp money at times 
break into poetry-in their frenzied desire to 
secure their fees. l\Ir .• J. Randall, the immigra
tion lecturer, in one of his circulars, has this 
poem-

There is room and there is freedom, 
'fhere is virgin soil to till; 

'l'here to g~lin an indepcndenre-
All that's wanted is tile will! 

He also talk.~ about blue skies, gurgling brooks, 
great prosperity, big wages, and so on. Then 
Sir Horace Tozer issued another circular saying 
that immigrants wanted no capital in order to go 
on to the lat1d; that they could get land at 
2s. fid. per acre, and only pay 3d. per acre 
annual rental; that they would get a number 
of years to pay this ; that they could live 
in tents-as the climate was so good that 
they did not nf'ed a house or a roof. The 
result is that a number of Cheshire farmers 
came out here and went up to Degilbo; but 
they found there was no land open, and they have 
been camping there trying to get a selection. 
Then, again, the Government ha>< been spending 
money on the purchase of estates to enable immi
grants to settle on the land, ond they have been 
losing money over these purchases. On the pur
chase of fl fteen estate", there is a de hit balance 
of £296,000, and the ovPrdraH, £24,000, in the 
Trust Funds, is mainly due to the purchasing of 
these estates. And yet the Agent-General, per 
medium of private correspondence from J uhn 
Michael Cross--

The TREASURER: Oh ! That is the trouble. 

Mr. LESIN A: A one-time political opponent 
of the Government, but who has now'come into 
high favour with the party in power, owing to 
his strong jingo attiLude over the South African 
war and hi;; nro-fedeml atti'twle->o we find he 
has been put' in some snug corner in the Chief 
Secretary's department to write-with the assist
ance of scissors, a P"stepot, and plenty of pens, 
pencils, and paper-glowing reports of the proE
perity of the colony, which he sends privately to 
Sir Horace Tozer. And Sir Horace 'rozer, acting 
upon the advice contained in these private and 
confldential reports, goes to the \V elsh, Irish, and 
Scotch emigrant", and tells them what a glorious 
country Queensland is. Speaking of John Michael 
Cross in that little office, I am reminded of Max: 
Adler's description of the editor of an American 
paper, of whom he says, "There in the privacy of 
his sanctum sat the editor armed with a predatory 
scissors and a dishonest rwstepot." There Mr. 
Cross sits day after day, clipping extracts from 
the Cou1·ier, pasting them on slips of paper, 
adding his own comments to them, and then 
sending them to Sir Horace Tozer, who tells 
the people of the old country that Queens
land is a glorious place, and that prosperity 
is booming here. " All persons," says the Agent
General, in a circular, "who are mentally 
and bodily sound are eligible irre,pective of 
occupation, age, or sex." J\fany of the people 
who come here have for a long time past drifted to 
the southern colonies. I know of the case of a 
young man in Sydney who, knowing that Queens-

land was the only colony paying the passages o 
immigrants, wrote to his brother in the old 
country telling him that he could get his passage 
paid to Bnsbane under the nomination system, 
and that when he came here he would pay his 
fare down to Sydney. The man did as he was 
advised, and is now a resident of Sydney. The 
system is utterly absurd. It has been used in 
all the other colonies, and has been aban
doned bv them, but Queensland, with that 
curious faculty it has of persisting in any 
line of policy it has once taken up, still per
sists in this old system, and pays £50,000 a 
year to bring out people, who as soon as they 
earn a few weeks' wages, probably take train for 
Sydney, or go to New Zealand. If we c.ou!d 
anchor them here, and compel them to remam m 
the colony for ten years after their arri1'al, there 
might be something m the system, but we cannot 
do that, and what is the use of paying the pas
sages of people Ol'er whom you have no hold 
after they arrive in Queemland? I .shall now 
deal with one or two matters referrmg to my 
own electorate, and then close. I have a lot of 
other matters I wiPh to bring up on the Esti
mates, but I shall let them slide for the 
present. The matter concerning my own elec· 
torate to which I wish to refer is a short line 
of railway, about eleven or twelve miles in length. 
It has been stated during the past few weeks by 
the Premier, the Secretary for Railways, and 
other Ministers, that the Government are 
earnestly desirous of developing the industries 
of Queensland. How do they propose to do 
that? By authorising the construction of private 
railways to Callide Creek, Glassford Creek, and 
to Cloncnrry. J<'or years and Years there has 
been a considerable area of coa!'land worked in 
the Clermont electorate, and the Government 
have been supplied by contract with coal from 
that area. Fr<•m facts which have recently come 
into my possession, I give the following reasons 
for the construction of a railway to that coal
field-

(1) The large area of coal with no market at present, 
except what is supplied to the Railway Department. 
(2) The price of coal delivered to the railway trucks at 
Clermont is 17s., the coal proprietors having to pay from 
10s. to Us. per ton for hauling the same a distance of 
twelve miles. (3) If the line were constructed at an 
estimated cost of £20,000, and the P.ailway Department 
took an annual 8tlpply of 20,\lOO tonR of coal. there 
would be a saving to the Government of £10,000 to 
£11,000 yearly. (·~I ·rhe country would be developed and 
traffic on the line increased, especially if the freights 
were reducPd, as in the case of the New Sonth ·wales 
Government., who earry coal a disbmre of fifty-l"ix miles 
at the rate of ~d. per ton per rr.ile. .Mount Morgan, 
requiring from 2.000 to 3.000 tom~ per month, would be 
able to take their 8Upply from the Central district 
instead of from the South, as at present. rrhe coal of 
the Central district being far superior, J.Jake's Creek 
would be likPly to get its supply from the same source. 
Further, in a few years RoP-khampton would be a large 
con::::urner of coal in lieu of wood. In regard to t.he 
Calli de coalmines, the Govern meEt would not draw as 
mueh revenue as at tlrst mi~llt be imagined, as tlle di~
coverer of coal is exempt Jrom paying a royalty. In the 
case of Blair Athol, there arc six mines out of seven 
paying a royalty of 3d. per ton. 

So that if the Government were to construct this 
line they would save from £10,000 to £11,000 per 
annum, and they would also gain largely in 
revenue from tbe royalty on the increased 
output of coal. But what have the Government 
done to encourage the development of the coal
mining industry at Blair Athol ? They are 
carrying coal there by bullock teams, as they 
used to carry supplies from the coast years ago, 
and yet the Government do not construct this 
railway, which would be a benefit to the State. 
There is one arg·uwent in support of the line, and 
with that I will conclude. It is an argument 
written by n strong supporter of the Go>ermnent, 
the editor of the Rockharnpton Record, the Hon, 
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C. H. Buzacott. In the issue of that paper cf 
the 2~th of lYhy last, the following argument is 
used m favour of the construction of th8 line :-

Among the ameliorations of the drought suggested by 
Mr. Buuning was railway construction. In that 
suggestion we Pordially concur. Ji1or, while the initia
tion of public works to find employment for the people 
is indefensible as a general pohcy, it is unqnc'ltionably 
justifiable in cases such ns the destitution caused by 
the We~tcrn drought. There are many precedents in 
India, and it might, \Vith adva,ntage to the c:t.vernment 
as well as to the public, be adopted here. As .:\'Ir 
Rieman voints out in another column, the making of 
eleven or twelve miles of line proposed for some yearR 
past to be constructed bet1veen Clermont and the Blair 
Athol coamines would mean a largo annnal saving to 
the Government. It can ea~lily er nsume :w,ooo tons of 
coal a year, and after allowing ld. a ton per mile for 
railage, it might save from ,-£8,000 t.o £10,000 per annnm 
by bringing coni by rail instead of by dray. l'he 
country aloHg the route is cnsy, The line would run 
along the fringe of, if it (lid not aetnaJly g0 tlnongh, 
goocl hgricnlturalland. The miners might also hceonw 
selectors, and make comforlable homes for their fanulies 
in the neighbourhood. And the rnineowners would be 
nble to greatly extend theu operations through supply
ing steam engines in the 1Vestern country. It may be 
argued that other <mal ~warns may be found nearer Itock
hampton, and nearer the main line of raihva.v. But at 
Clerrnont the se,.ms have not only been fomid, but the 
miners have been supplying the Railwrtv Depart.ment 
with good steam coal-from them for years past. In any 
case the Clermont mines would be able to hold their owi1 
in the event of railway fmmmnni("ttion being prLJvided. 
The line might be a cheap one It certainly need 
not cost £:t,l,OOO to construct, and if its ner. earnings 
amounted to £1,000 a. year there would be more than 
~nte.est on borrowed moneyi11vested. 'fllis work might, 
Indeed, be undertaken by the local authority, the Go
vernment h•nding the mone.v for fm·ty years at 4 per 
cent., or a total of £5 ls., including redemption, per 
annum. It is therefore not necessary in this case to 
await parliamentary approntl, and work might be at 
onee found for a eonsider;_tble number of the destitute 
bushmeu in the "\Vest. 'I' he local ~l.nthority need not fear 
sntrering a los:;; by the undertaking, and the Govern
ment eould it~elf carry out the work, handing it over 
ou completion to or leasing it from the local authorit\", 
If this Government is so anxious to find emplo~
ment for the \V estern lmshmen, and to develop 
the industries of the culony, what objection can 
be urged to the construction of these twelve miles 
of railway? It is not as if a private company 
wanted to charge 50 per cent. more th<tn the 
State, or as if anyone wanted a telegraphic or 
t.elephnnic .monopoly. It is merely a little State 
hue that IS urgently wanted, which has been 
promised by both the Premier aud his pre
decessor in office, and which has been repeatedly 
promised in this House, and which the Secre
tlcry for Railways promised would he gone on 
with as soon as the pbns were ready, and the 
money had been voted for its construction. 
There is another matter I would like to impress 
upon the Government, and that is the neces
sity for making additions to the courthouse at 
Cle~mont. I h~ve broug-ht this matter up 
sesswn after sesswn, and I am only making a 
mere preliminary canter now, because on every 
po"sible occasion throughout the session I shall 
make references to it until the matter is attended 
to. If the opportunity offers, I shall move the 
adjournment of the House later on in the 
session, and I will guarantee that a whole day 
will be wasted in discussing the matter unless it 
receives proper attention. The H,Jme Secretary 
promised la>t session that the courthouse would 
be attended to. The citizens, all the local 
authorities, and all the representative bodies 
and the visiting judges have pointed out th~ 
disgraceful state that the courthouse is in. It is 
forty years behind the times, and it is suppmed to 
do duty for every public department in Clermont. 
There is a big Lands Department business done 
there, runninginto thousands of pounds per annum, 
and it is carried on in an office no bigger than 
that table, and it seems to rne that the time has 
arrived when a little public money should be 

devoted to some of the public buildings in dis· 
tricts of that character. The school there has 
been attended to, and it is now in a very much 
better condition than it has ever been in before, 
but not before it was wanted. There are no other 
public matters up there to call attention to at the 
present. time, or I 11 ould ventilate them if it took 
till 12 o'clock to do it. I am very pleased 
to be in a position to congratulate the 
country upon having survived the maladministra
tion ot the Government. I am ple.ased there 
is a little surplus of £4'/,000. I have no doubt 
that the next financial year will close with a 
large deficit, seeing that the Fedeml Govern
ment will have by that time taken over our 
chief revenue producing departments, and the 
Treasurer will then have to inform the House 
that he will have to make up the deficit by 
imposing a direct tax upon l:tnd values and 
upon absentees, and that he will have to impose 
other forms of direct taxation, so that, although 
the future looks gloomy at the present time, I 
do not feel very downcast myself, and I have no 
doubt the Government do not feel very down· 
c<tst either, although the Treasurer does not look 
particularly bright to-night. 

On the motion of the TREASuRER, the 
Chairman left the chair, reported 

[11 p.m. progress, and the Committee ob
tained leave to sit again on Tues· 

day next. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

The PRE:\IIER: I move that this House do 
now adjourn. The business on Tuesday next 
will be the continuation of this debate. As I 
understand there are only two or three members 
who wish to speak, I hope the debate will con
clude on Tuesday. 

l\[r. BRO\VNJ~ (Croydon): I ~ee no reason 
why the debate on the Financial Statement 
should not couclwle on Tuesday, bub, at the 
same time, I would point out that if anyone has 
been put to inconvenience over this debate, it 
certainly has not been the followers of the 
bun. gentleman. I would like to make this 
statement, because it is being continually bruitecl 
abroad in the Press and by hon. members on the 
other side that we are wasting the time of the 
country ; and I would like it to be known that 
during the whole of the debate on the hon. 
gentleman's Financial Statement there has not 
been an average of more than four of his 
supporters sitting behind him, and that the 
Labour party have had both to keep a quorum and 
to c:arry on tbe business of the country. If there 
has been any waste of time on the present 
occasion, I certainly do not think that this party 
eau be held responsible for it. 

The PREMIER; I cannot allow the state
ment of the hon. g~ntlAman to go unchallenged. 
I have been in the House the whole time this 
debate has been gr.ing on, but the leader of the 
Opposition mu't know that if there are many 
more speeches delivered such as that which we 
have just listened to from the hon. member for 
Clermont we cannot possibly keep a House pre
sent. He himself con Id not quietly listen to 
many such speeches. 

Mr. BnowNE: I am not speaking of one 
speech. Yesterdav you had to go and fetch in a 
quorum yourself. 

The PREMIER: I have been in the Chamber 
during the whole of this debate. I have been a 
moet consistent listener to all the speeches. 

Mr. BROWNE: Hear, hear ! \Vhy do your 
supportPrs not follow your example? 

The PREMIER : I am compelled to listen, 
unfortunately, but I do not think that speeches 
such as thr<t delivered just now by the member 
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for Olermont are likely to lead to the elevation 
of this Cham her, and I am not astonished that 
very few members stayed to li,ten to it. 

Mr. HIGGS: vVould you not give a trifle to 
have him on your side? 

The PREMIER: I have no desire to have 
him on my side, but if I had I would endeavour 
to control him. As far as I can sAe, there should 
be no difficulty in closing this debate on Tue,,day. 
I can see no object in such very lengthy speeches 
on this subject. 

Mr. KERR: There are a lot of members to 
speak yet. 

The PREMIER: As far as I am concerned I 
w•mid like to hear ev<·ry member sptcak, pro
vided he confined himself within reaBonahle 
limits. I like to hear good criticism. I wns 
very glad indeed to listen yesterday to the 
speech of the hon. member for Rockhampton, 
Mr. Kidston, because he made an excellent 
speech, and one that we mig·ht all be proud to 
make; bnt some of the speeches delivered since 
have had no reference at all to the subject. 

Mr. BROWNE : That is a matter of opinion. 
The PREMIER: Ant! it is not to be wondered 

at if members on this side refuse to listen to 
them. 

Mr. BROWNE: If you are content to keep only 
two or three of your follow•·ro here I will only 
ask the same number of mine to be present. It 
is just as well that we should understand one 
another. 

The PREMIEH: I will not ask the hon. 
member to keep a House together. I think it is 
a fair thing that both sides "honld he present, 
but it is not to be expt>cted undet· the cit·cum
stances that hon. members will stay and listen to 
some of the spet•ches which we have heard. 

Mr. HIGGS: The House nearly counted out 
when the member for Carpentatia was speaking. 

The PREMIER: We have plenty of business 
in front of us, and the speech which the hem. 
member for Olermont delivered he will deliver 
half-a-dozen times during the session. 

Mr. BltOWNE: vVhat do you want to be 
ref• rring to that one speech so much f,>r? 

The PREMIER: The hon. member has kept 
us here all this time for nothing. 

Mr. BROWNE: Oh, that is the grievance. You 
have missed the train. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at eig-ht minute.; past 

11 o'clock. 

Papers . 




