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652 Building Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] University Bilt. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDNESDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER, 1900. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3 
o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 
WAY LEAVES. 

Mr. DUNSFORD (ChaTtc1·s Towen) asked 
the Secretary for Mines-

If it is his intention to introduce this ~ession legisla~ 
tiou amending the 62nd clause of the 1898 ::.\fining Act 
dealing with '' way leaves"? 

The SECRETARY FOR l\JINES (Hon. R. 
Philp, Townsvi/le) replied-

No. It is considered that the Act now adequately 
provides for the construction of passages intervening 
between lenscholds. 

AssiSTANT LAND AGENT, DALEY. 
Mr. McDONALD, in the absence of Mr. 

Lesina (Cle·r11wnt), asked the Premier-
What is the name of the probationer appointed to the 

duties of assistant land agent at Dalby. 

The PRRI\'IIER replied-
rrank Glicldon Illidge is being appointed junior clerk 

in the Lands Office at Dalby. 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE. 
RUMOUR re CONSTITUl'ION Ol!' LAND COURT. 

Mr. McDON ALD (Flinden), without notice, 
asked the Premier-Is there any truth in the 
rumour that the hon. member for Herbert, Mr. 
Cowley, is to be appointed to the Land Court in 
place of Mr. Tully, resigned? 

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, T01cnsville) 
replied-There is no vacancy at present. Mr. 
Tully has not resigned. 

Mr. McDoNALD: Is he not going to resign? 
The PREMIER: I do not know ; he has not 

resigned yet. I heard that rumour eight years 
ago. 

PAPER. 
The following- paper, laid on the table of the 

House, wa, ordered to be printed-Report of the 
Trustees of the Queensland National Art Gallery, 
IS!JD. 

HARBOUR BOARDS ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was 
rewlved-

'rhat the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself 
into a Committee of the \Vhole to consider of the advis
ableuess of introducing a. Bill to further amend the 
Harbour Boards Act, 1892. 

QUINQUENNIAL CENSUS ACT AMEND
MENT BILL. 

On the motion of the HOME SECRETARY 
{Hon. J. J<'. G. J<'oxton, Ca1'naTvon), it was 
resolved-

That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole to consider of the 
dm~irableness ot introducing a Bill to amenJ. the Quin
quennial Census Act of 1875 with respect to the day 
upon which the census shall be taken in the year 1901. 

UNIVERSITY BILL. 
On the motion of the HoN. D. H. DAL

RYMPLE (Mackay), it was resolved-
That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself 

into a Committee of the \Vhole to consider of the 
dee.irableness of introclncing a Bill to incorporate and 
endow the University of Queensland. 
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GRAMMAR SCHOOLS INSPECTION 
BILL. 

On the motion of the HoN. D. H. DAL
RYMPLE, it waR resolved-

That the House \Yill, at its next sitting, resolve itself 
into a. committee of the ·whole to consider of the 
desirableness of introducing a Bill to provide for the 
inspection of Grammar Schools. 

TRIAL OF PRISONERS FROM 
THURSDAY ISLAND. 

On the motion of Mr. FITZGERALD (Mit
chell), it. was resolved-

That there be laid upon the table o! the House a 
return showing-

( I) The numbers of persons committed for trial from 
Thu1·sday Island to the Criminal Sittings of the Supreme 
Court at Cooktown dnring the :rears 1896, 1897, 1898, 
1899, and 1900 respectively. 

(2) •rhe expe11ses during such years of sending pri
soners for trial from Thursday Island to Cooktown. 

(3) The nnmber of persons committed for trial to 
the Oooktown Circuit Court frmn places other than 
Thursday Island during the above years respectively. 

(J,) The expenses of sending same to trial. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION m• CGnrMITTEE-DEBAT~J ON 

FINANCIAL i:lTATEMENT. 

Question-That there be granted to Her 
Majesty, for the service of the year 1900-1901, a 
sum not exceeding £300, to defray the salary 
of the aide-de-camp to His Excellency the 
Governor-

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon) : I believe it is 
usual on occasions of this kind to congratulate 
the hon. gentleman who has delivered the 
Financial Statement. I may say that I have 
great pleasure in doing so on this occasion, for 
two reasons. In the first place, I congratulate 
him on the manner in which the St::;tement was 
delivered. J<'or a man troubled as he is at the 
present time with the prevailing influenza, to 
stand up for two hours and a quarter and 
read the Financial Statement in the manner 
he did, places him in a very high rank, 
even amongst members of the Labour party. 
Another reason I have for congratulating him is 
on account of the effort he has made in his 'ome
what optimistic statement to counteract the 
pessimistic forebodings of his colleague, the 
Secretary for Railways. I say at once that I 
much prefer a man who is a little bit too 
sanguine than the man who is always looking at 
the dark side of things. The Statement which 
the hon. gentleman has delivered shows that he 
has faith in Queensland, whether it is well 
founded or not. Now, I shall not go through 
every item of the Statement. It seems to me 
that it -is something like those we have been 
used to for the past five or six years, and which 
were inaug·urated by Mr. (now Sir Hugh) Nelson. 
As has been said here more than once, it was an 
essay rather than what is accepted as a Financial 
Statement or Budget Speech in the other colonies 
and elsewhere. However, it is a very useful pro
duction, and although it may contain what some 
wonld think a great deal of extraneous matter, 
yet it is full of useful information. Whether 
the deductions drawn from that information 
by the Treasurer are right or not is another 
question. Reading the Speech over very care
fully I am reminded of an utterance of the hon. 
gentleman who is now Chief Secretary, the 
Hon. J. R. Dickson, when speaking on a 
Financial Statement delivered in 1895 by Sir 
Hugh Nelson. The hon. gentleman, in the very 
nice language he can use, congratulated the then 
Treasurer very heartily on the Statement he had 
made ; he spoke very highly of its literary 
merits, and so forth ; but, acting as he then was 
as the candid friend of the Government, he wound 

up by saying : "I would like the Treasurer, 
when replying, if he does reply, to point out to 
this House where there is any shadow of a policy 
in this Statement." I feel, on the present occa
sion, very much inclined to re-echo that hon. 
gentleman's request, and to ask the Treasurer, or 
some other member of the Government who may 
speak on this question, to point out where any 
policy is outlined in the St,~tement before us 
now. If there is any policy at all, it is chiefly 
in reference to the famous private entervrise 
of which we have heard tJo rnuch recently. 
In almost every paragraph some reference is made 
to private enterprise. If that is the policy 
of the Government, well and ;;ood. It is their 
policy and not ours on this side ; uut it 
is the only policy I can discover in this speech. 
Of course, we are all glad to see that the 
Treasurer has again got a surplus. I do 
not wish to take away any credi1J that may 
be due to the hon. gentleman, but it seems 
to me that, in regard to Financial State
ments, there is, genemlly speaking, a great 
amount of luck. \Ye have receipts exceeding the 
estimate by close on £200,000, and it seems to me 
that that is a very fair margin to come and go 
upon. There is, however, one little thing that 
struck me. It is 'ery cheering to see that these 
surpluses are being put to the credit of a sinking 
fund. I believe the Chief Secretary does not 
altogether endorse that, but, at all events, the 
present system ha-s led to something like 
£44ii, 720 being paid off the accumulated deficits 
of the past in about six years. Now, what sur
prises me is this: \Ve are continually being 
told by leading members of this House, and by 
the Press outside, that Parliament is deteriorat
ing ; that it used to contain men of a very 
much better class-more statesmen and greater 
Treasurers. In fact they were giants in those 
days, and we are only pigmies in this. There 
were two men, we have been told, who were 
once leaders in this House, who were the great
est politicians that Queensland has ever seen. 
The late Sir 'rhomas ;\llcilwraith we have heard 
held up time after time by members opposite 
as the greatest Treasurer Queensland ever had 
-a giant in finance and in his policies generally. 
The present Chief Justice, Sir Samuel Griffith, 
has also been held up time after time as an 
example of a great leader. We were told by Sir 
Hugh Nelson in 1803 that under the guidance 
of the"e illmtrious men, whom we are told to 
look up to so very much, there was totted up the 
nice little accumulated deficit of £1,566,817. 
During these last few years the Treasurers who 
have followed them-who have professed to look 
to them for gnidance, and to reverence them-
have managed to accumulate nearly a quarter of 
a million surpluses. If that is so, it seems to 
me that the heaven-born Treasurers of the past 
must have been only myths, and that it is only 
those who have succeeded them that are heaven
born. However, that is a matter that can 
hardly be decided now, but it would be very 
interesting if we could get the opinion of those 
past Treasurers on the present or more recent 
'freasurers, becausP, with rival Treasurers on 
rival sides of the House, it is always a matter of 
opinion which is rig·ht and which is wrong. \Ve 
cannot have a gre'lter instance of that than is 
afforded by the neighbouring cr,lony, where Mr. 
George Heid and Sir \Villiam Lyne are at 
logge1·heads. Mr. Eeid had the faculty of build
ing up surpluses. All the time he was in office 
he used to show what splendid surpluses he had, 
but he has gone down. Mr. Lyne ha1,pened to 
get on top, and he has remained there long 
enough to be able to demolish all Mr. George 
Heid's surpluses. He has proved, as the present 
Government have pT<Jved, that the other Govern
ment had all deficits. 
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An HONOURABLE MEMBER: He appointed a 
cornn1ission. 

.Mr. BRO\Vl\'R: And he appointed a com
mission. 'l'he time may come, in ~~nother year 
or ~wo, when Mr. George Reid will get back 
agai?, ~nd he may have a commibsion ; and, 
considenng the way that, Treasurers' Statements 
are made up, I shall be quite prepared to see 
Mr. George Reid, and the commission that he 
appoints, c!emonstmting that Mr. Lyne piled up 
all the de!icits, and Mr. George Reid's surpluses 
were all nght enough. I am just pointing out 
th~t it ~~ems peculiar that in the past, with all 
this ability, we got deficits, and now when we 
are told that an inferior set of men have come 
in, they can make surpluses all the time. There 
are just one or two thingR in the Statement that 
I wish to allude to. Ono is the paragru ph deal
ing with the Government Savinas Bank. I do 
not think there is a member ~ the House on 
this side or that, but will re·echo the Treasu;er's 
pleasure at seeing the way in which that institu
tion has advanced. 

HONOUllABLE :MEMBEllS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BROWNE : I do not think there is a 

IJC!Cmber in this House, more especblly on this 
side, who Will not do that, becau'e it is another 
argument in fa-:our of wha~ we have always 
advocated-that Is, the estabhshment of a State 
bank right out. The Treasurer's Statement 
here shows, that at the lime of the rrreatest de
pression the people of the countrv h~d absolute 
confidence in the Government, Savings Bank, 
when ~hey h~d no~ any in any other. There are 
some figures m thiS par,• graph which show the 
operations of the different years, ond the dilferent 
dates, and the hon. gentleman, of course has 
taken the credit of all this to the Govern~ent. 
He points out that the funds in the Government 
Savings Bank were at their low'"'t ebb in 1802 
but in 1893 the institution tumed the corner, and 
the funds commenced to rise until, at the end of 
1899, they had reached an amount quite unpre· 
cedented in the annah of the bank. Now, these 
are two rather peculiar· years. I do not want 
to s10y for a moment that the reason I am going 
to give of the advance is the correct one, but I 
say we have as much justification for using it as 
the Government have for claiming the credit. 
\Ye all remember that the depression of the 
years 1892·93 was followed imrnediatelv by the 
entrance into the Chamber of fifteen. Labour 
men, who constituted the first Labour party 
announced in the Parliament of Qneensland, and 
that very year the funds in the Government 
Savings Bank commenced to risP after the 
deplorab'e depletion they haci suffered before. 

An HONOURABLE :MEMBER : There was a 
restoration of public confidence. 

Mr. BROWNE : And it is rather peculiar 
but we find that last year when this unprece: 
dented amount was held by the bank-when 
they had something which had ne\·er been known 
before-in the first .quarter of that year, a Labour 
Government came mto power in (~ueensland. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear hear ! 
(MiniHteriallaughter.) ' 

Hon. D. H. DALRYliiPLE: And went out again. 
Mr. BRO\VNE: Now I contend, for the hon. 

members sitting behind me on this side of the 
House, that since their ad vent into this Ghamber 
and since their advent into power there has been 
a wonderful restoration of confidence, and I 
think we may cordially congratulate the House 
upon it, and I may congr:ttulate my friends. 
Now I am not going through a.ll these items 
but there is just something with reo-ard to th~ 
railway receipts I would like to say." The hon. 
gentleman pointed out that there is only a 
slight increase there, and he expects a decrease 
owing, as he explained, to a very great rise in 

the expenditure. Now the first reason he gives 
for this increase is the heavy repairs to all classes 
of rolling·stock, the work connected with which 
had been accumulating from previous years, 
owing to the impossibility of withdrawing the 
stock from traffic. Now, whose fault was that? 
On the front Treasury bench there are three suc
cessive Ministers for Hailways. The Hon. the 
Chief Secretary was a Minister for Railways; 
the Hon. the Premier was a Minister for Rail
ways, and the hon. member for Normanby is the 
prePent Minister for Hail ways. J<'or the last six 
or seven years those gantlemen haYe been 
running the Railway Department. \Vhy did 
they allow the engines and the rolling-stock to 
deteriorate in the way that they did in those 
years, so that the colony is now put to all this 
greatly increased expenditura, which ha,, to be 
incurred in replacing these things at the present 
time when they ought to have been replaced or 
repaired year after year? \V e know that this 
matter has been brought up time after time in 
this House every year, and there is no clisguising 
the fact that the gentleman who has been for 
many years the heaa of the locomotive branch, 
advised that these things should be clone. 
Unfortunately, he was not a gentleman with 
a stiff enough back, and as soon as the Minister 
spoke to him, or the Commissioner wanted 
to make things look a little bright, he with
drew, and the engines and boilers and rolling
stock were allowed to get into the discreditable 
condition in which they were last year. Now, 
I see that the present Commissioner's earnings 
are to be gradually used up in providing other 
things which ought to have been provided 
years ago, nnd during all that time the rail ways 
have been uuder the control of the gentleman 
who is there at the present time. Now, the other 
three reasons that they give are: Providing new 
boilers for a large number of locomotives; 
increased pay to all classes of railway emplnyees; 
heavy traffic in starving stock, the receipts 
from which were not of a remunerative 
character, and the carriage of large qu%ntities 
off odd er at unremunerative rates. I thiuk it may 
very well be asked here, Would anyone of these 
objects have been achieved if the railways had 
been in the hands of the boasted syndicates we 
hear so much about just now? \Vould the rail
way employee3 have got a rise in wages if they 
had been private rail ways? vVould thev have 
carried starving stock at unremunerative rates 
throughout the whole of the colony to try to 
saye the l!astoral industry, if they had been 
pnvate railways? \Vould they have ~arried 
large quantities of fodder at unremunerative 
rates, to help the p:j,storalist on the one side and 
the struggling farmer on the other? To my 
mind, decidedly they would not, and one of the 
strongest reasons why we should stick to our 
present system, I think, is this paragraph in 
the Hon. Treasurer's Statement. But we are 

more concerned with the estimate 
[4 p.m.] of revenue for the current year than 

with what has taken place in the 
past. I not.ice that the hon. gentleman is 
very moderate in his anticipations of revenue, 
and I think rightly so. I think it will be the 
opinion of most members of the House, and of 
business men throughout the colony, that he has, 
if anything, been too sanguine, and is erring on 
the hopeful sidP, as the possibilities do not look 
nearly as bright as he thinks. I will not follow 
out th10t matter, as I am not going in to the 
Statement as a budding Treasurer. lam simply 
pointing out facts, and I say I am glad the hon. 
gentleman has been moderate in his anticipa
tions of revenue. I want to deal for a moment 
with the probable expenditure, and as it includes 
expenditure which I, with other hon. members, 
very strongly object to, I will 'deal with 1t a 
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little more lengthily. Under this heading, the 
very first thing I see in the Statement, under 
the Chief Secretary's Department, is-

A new item amounting to £40,000 appears under the 
head of defence, being expenses connected with the 
contingents for ::;ervice in South AfricU. 
I do not so much object to that, but we are 
told-

The Land Force, to \Yhich considerable additions are 
pr0110Sed to be made, requires an increased appro
priation of £1.9,450, and the Marine Force an increase of 
£7,821. 
·when speaking on the Address in Heply on the 
subject of defence, I said that, considering the 
outlook, the Government should have some 
scheme of defence to consider and some proposal 
f"r increasing the defence of the colony, and that 
if it was on anything like a reasonable scale I 
should be prepared to support it, I have some 
figures here, which I ha.ve carefully prepared 
from the Treasurer's own tables and from the 
Estimates, and I will ask any hon, member, 
when he has heard the expenditure proposed for 
the defence of the colony, and for the land force 
especially, whether he thinks the cdony is able 
to bear it. I am going to give hon. members 
just what we are to be asked to vote for 
the current financial year. In the first 
place there is the increased vote required for the 
L>tnd Defence Force of £49,450 from revenue, 
and £54,0!19 from loan. Then there iR the 
increase of £7,821 from revenu9 required for the 
Marine Defence :Force. This makes the total 
of increased votes required for the yPar, £111,370. 
Now let ns see what the total of the votes we are 
asked to vote this year amounts to : Land 
Defence Force, from revenue and loan, £207,622; 
Marine Force, from revenue and loan, £25,210; 
Defence Force, new buildings, from the works 
vote, £5,000; land defence, headquarters office, 
from loan, £1,500; naval headquarters, frqm loan, 
£1,000; naval magazine, £1,800--making a total of 
£242,132. In addition to that we have £40,000 for 
the South African contingents-andhon. members 
must remember that has nothing whatever to do 
with the £145,000 already spent-£14,000 for the 
naval squadron and £2,(i57 for federal garrisons. 
That makes £56,657 more, so that the total 
amount we are to be asked to vote for defence 
this year will be £298,789-nearly £300,000 to be 
spent on defence this year ! I would like bon. 
members to look at the J~stimates and compare 
that amount with what we are asked to vote 
for any other service in the colony. I have 
taken the trouble to go through the amounts we 
are asked to vote for other services, and I find 
we are asked to vote fo1· charitable allowances, 
£71,730; for insanity--lunatic asylums, £46,268; 
benevolent asylums, £22,109; public health, 
£6,080; labour bureau, £5,830; quarantine, 
£788; and reception houses, £3,102. 

Mr. DAWSON: All charities. 
Mr. BROWNE: Yes, all charities yon may 

say, and the total for charities, hospitals, 
benevolent asylums, labour. bureau, and every
thing else is £155,907-a trifle more than half 
the amount we are asked to vote for the defence 
of the colony. I say there is no reason what
ever in this, however anxious we may be for 
defence, and especially when, as I point out, we 
have federation and we will want the Federal 
Government to deal with the whole question of 
defence. I say the thing is perfectly unjustifi
able, and the taxpa.yers of this colony should 
not be asked to vote that sum of money, and 
when we come to the Estimates I will do what 
I can to get it reduced. Another point to 
which, with other members of this House, I have 
previously referred is the difference between the 
votes for the land and marine forces. The 
total vote for the land force for this year is 
£207,622, and for the marine force it is £25,210 

I can quite understand it, after some of the 
things we have beard said lately. Only the 
other day, at a little bit of a gathering- I was 
very pleased to be at, the British army w.:;s 
spoken of, and we heard what a grand army 1t 
was, and that our soldiers had made Great 
Britain what she is, an<] all the rest of it. That 
may be so, and I have as much respect for the 
British army, and am as proud of it as most 
people; but when I went to school it was not the 
army that I heard made Great Britain what she 
is, or that kept her. There was a little thing 
they called the navy, and grand as the British 
army may be, we know it is only a small 
force. Everyone knows that, though man for 
man the British army may be equal to or 
superior to any other army in the world, 
if you put a small force like the British 
army against the Continental armies, it would, 
by the mere force of weight of numbers, be 
utterly crushed. No, it is the little drop nf water 
around her and her navy that have done so much 
for great Britain, and that have put her in the 
prominent position she is in. And I have always 
said that if, in this country, we are to have a 
defence force, almost our first line of defence 
should be a naval force. Instead of that, here 
we have, in this gigan+.ic scheme of defence for 
this colony, £207,000 proposed to be spent on a 
military force, and £2?),000 only for our nant! 
force. There is somethin!! wonderful in it. 
Hight through we find the s;;:me thing, and what 
would be really useful in nur army here, such as 
the rifle corps and volunteer branches of the force, 
get no encouragement at all. It is the same thing 
over and over again, and we are getting a 
military caste here in Queensland. It is evidence 
of what Sir Horace 'I'ozer told us on several 
occasions, that they were trying to control him 
and the Government. It seems as if they were 
going to do it. 

Mr. MoDONAL!l: They have done it. 
Mr. BHOWNE: Going through these figures 

with hon. members they have told me they had 
no idea we were plunging into this expenditure 
of nearly £300,000 ou defence--more than the 
expenditure for almost any other department, 
and within £12,000 of what we are asked to 
spend on the schools of the whole colony. \Ve 
are spending £311,000 on the schools of the 
colony, and we have an education system we 
are all proud of, and we are asked to spend 
ne,trly the ~ctme amount to keep up the Defence 
Force. I say the thing is absurd altngether, and 
it is one of the things I take most exception to 
in the l!'inancial Statement. That is the reason 
I have dwelt so leng~bily on thi;; matter. 

Mr. DAWSON: A lot of that will be uniforms. 
Mr. BROvY.0i'E: I notice that some reference 

is made to the Police Department, which is 
under the Home Secretary, and I would like to 
ask the Minister if there is going to be any dis
cussion on that matter this year. Last year we 
had a very lengthy report presented to this 
House by the Police Commissioners; but at the 
expressed wish of the Home Secretary the dis
cussion on that report was postponed. I notice 
that the Commissioner of Police alludes to it in 
not very complimentary terms. He says there 
were three distnrbing influences, such as the 
Gatton and Oxley murders and the Hoyal Com
mission, so that be places the commi,sion in 
the same category as those murders. However, 
it would be much preferable, as suggested last 
year, tbat a time should be fixed when we could 
discuss that repor~, or the report of any other com
mission, instead of mixing it up with other things. 
I will now allude tn another large item in the 
Statement. The Tr~asurer states that the 
amount required for immigration is the same as 
last year. \V ell, immigration is another thing 
that hon. members on this side very strongly 
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object to. We are spending this £50,000 quite 
unnece.,.sarily. \Ve are making the taxpayer pay 
for bringing a lot of peo]Jle here when we have a 
lot of unemployed amongst us. I am not goina 
very lengthily into that matter, because 1 will 
have another opportunity of speaking on it. 
I am sorry the Chief Secretary has left the 
Chamber, because I know that this is his child. 
For many yewo he has been carrying about this 
infant, which he lhinks is the panacea for all evils 
in the colony. I would like to draw hon. mem
bers' attention to the fact that under onr present 
system of immigration Queenoland has spent 
more on immigration than any of the other 
colonies, atHl nothing beneficial has resulted from 
it. \Ve have spent £3,310,·128 on immigration, 
and we don't number 500,000 people yet. The 
colony that ha; spent the next highest amount 
is Tasmania-£235, 714. 

The TREASURER: What about New /';ealand? 
Mr. BROWNl~: I have not the figures with 

regard to New Zealand. I am dealing- with the 
Australian colonies. New South \Vales has 
spent on immigration £194,430, \Vestern Aus
tralia £23,034, but Victoria and South Australia 
have never spent one shilling on immigration out 
of loan money. 

Mr .• JACKSON: \Vhy should they when we are 
spending it for them ? 

Mr. DROWNE: That is just what I was 
going to say. \Ve have been for years finding 
money to populate other colonies. During the 
last few months many immigrants have been 
brought here, and some of these men and women 
who have come here have been seen in different 
parts of New South \Vales and even down in 
Vict'oria. They have been broug-ht out at the 
expense of the taxpayers of this colony to 
populate the other colonies. 

Mr. STEWAR1': That is brotherly love. 
Mr. BROWNE: Before we show such 

brotherly or sisterly love, charity should begin 
at home. \Ve should look after our own colony. 
The hon. gentleman'~ figures show that we have 
spent over £3,000,000 on immigration, and 
yet many of the people we bring here do 
not stop in the colony. Where do you find these 
people? 

The TREASt:RER: All over the colony. 
Mr. BROWNE : If all thew facts and figures 

in the Statement are correct, we ought to have a 
population of over 1,000,000, instead of having 
less than 500,000. 

An HONOURABLE ME;\IBER : They may have 
died. 

Mr. BROvVNE : I do not think so; as a rule 
we are pretty long-living people. I believe, as 
the Treasurer himself said in his Statement last 
year, that if we offer bvourable conditions 
people will come here without having their pas
sageR paid. On looking >tt the home papers-not 
labour or democratic papers, but Tory papers-we 
iind that the commission agents get 10s. 6d. per 
head, irrespective of age or sex, tnan, wornan, or 
child, black or white, or anything else--

The TREASURER: No, 
Mr. BRO\YNE : To these agents they are 

worth 10s. 6d. per hLad-just the same as 
recruiting for kanakas used to be to the cap
tains of vessels years ago. \V e had to stop that, 
and we ought to put a stop to this system, under 
which many people are induced 'to come out 
under false pretences. I am not saying anything 
against Mr. Randall or other recognised 
immigration agents, but I say that people 
who have come out here have been deliberately 
led astray, and have been deluded by commission 
agents for the sake of this 10s. 6d. per head. 
However, we will deal with the matter when 
it comes along on the 1~stimates. The next sub
ject I wish to refer to is mining. I may say 
that I feel just as pleased as the Treasurer with 

the progress the mining industry has made 
during the last few years. I am very glad 
to see that. As long as facts are stuck to I 
do not care how bright they make our pros
pects >tppear ; hut I am not going to follow 
tbe Treasurer in all his deductions from those 
hcts. In a paragraph on page 18 of the Finan
cial Statement the hon. gentleman S]Jeaks about 
the attractiveness of our mineral exhibits at the 
Exhibition in London, and the splendid adver
tisement they were for the mining industry of 
Queensland. I thoroughly agree with him in 
that; and whatever assistance I have been able 
to give in that direction I have always been 
pleased to render, for the purpose of attracting 
capital and labour to the colony in order to 
develop our mines. But I am not in accord with 
the hon. gentleman when he says that-

As a result, we have now before us sevm·al applica
tions from wealthy people who are prepared to invest 
their capital, not only in developing our mines, but also 
in constructing cheap and sure means of conveying t,he 
product to the sea-coast. 
I was not in favour of the exhibition for that 
purpose at all, for I do not approve of the 
development of our mines by the construction nf 
private railways. Hitherto the railways of the 
colony have been built by the people of the 
colony, and they are able to do that still. The 
hon. gentleman then draws a rather vivid 
picture of what can be done if those lines were 
worked by private companiP•, and of what a hive 
of industry the Gulf country would be if it were 
intersected by a network of railways. I should 
like to tell the hon. gentleman, and the Com
mittee, that I am one of those who have lived for 
many years in the Gulf country, and who hal'e 
pictured what a hive of industry we should have 
there if this Government, which has been in 
office for so many years, had done what they 
ought to have done for the mining industry. 
Let me refer hon. m em hers to a Budget Speech de
livered recently in another colony, where they have 
not a heaven-born Treasurer, but only an extreme 
democratic fellow at the head of the Govern· 
ment-that is, New Zealand. The Budget Speech 
of the Treasurer of that colony was one of the 
pleasantest hits of reading I have come across 
for a long time. Mr. Seddon, like other 
Treasurers, i' plea,ed when he has a surplus, 
and he is the happy possessor this year of the 
nice surplus of £605,351. And what is Mr. 
Seddon doing to develop the mining industry, 
and help miners and other people in the colony ? 
He is not inviting people outside to go there and 
build railways-nothing of the sort-but he has 
remitted for tbis year taxation on "kerosene, 
rice, salt, coffee, cocoa, mining machinery, dredg
ing machinery, engines and boilers for mining 
and dredging, and portable and traction engines." 
The mining members on botb sides in this House 
have been asking the Government time after time 
to have the taxes taken off mining machinery. 

Mr. DA w~o~ : vV e had a fight for three nights 
over it on the last Tariff Bill. 

Mr. BROWNE: .Yes, we fought for it on 
that Bill, and on every possible occasion. If the 
hon. gentleman would do that, he would do 
something which would make things look brighter 
in the Gulf country. For some thirteen or 
fourteen years there has been £I500,000 standing 
voted to build a railway from Normanton to 
Cloncurry, and the amount is still unexpended. 
If that work had been carried out we should 
have had the hive ofiudustry the hon. gentleman 
talked about in his Statement. Then, again, 
we have been waiting year after yPar to 
have the Norman bar dredged. A dredge was 
brought out especially for that work, but 
it was sent down to Brisb>U1e under false 
pretences, and the work has remained undone 
for fourteen years. vVe have a dredge there 
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now, but the work ought to have been carried 
out long ago. The same kind of thing has 
happened in regard to railways and other works 
for the Gulf country. Governments have pro
mised them time after time, but without any 
result, and this consecutive, or continuous Go
vernment, or whatever you may choose to call it, 
has been the biggest offender in that respect. If 
the Treasurer wants to give the mining industry 
and the miners in the Gulf country a fair chance, 
let him follow the example of other countries 
and treat them as he has treated other industries 
in the colony. Why should he assist the agri
cultural and the pastoral industries, and retain 
the duty on mining machinery? 

The TREASURER: There is very little duty on 
mining machinery now. 

Mr. BROWNE: \Ye helped the farmers to 
get the duties taken off agricultural machinery, 
and when we asked that the same treatment 
should be meted out to the mining industry we 
were told that the Government could not afford 
to do it, "nd they have not afforded it yet. 

The TREASURER: The duties were taken off 
mining machinery long ago. 

Mr. BROWNE : If they were taken off long 
ago, what is the reason the Government are col
lecting 25 per cent. duty at the pre;ent time on 
all mining machinery coming- into the colony? 

The TREASURER: Not on all mining machinery. 
Mr. BROWNE: On engines and boilers, and 

all mining machinery, with the Pxception of some 
patent machinery. On roller mills, which were 
exempt, or supposed to be exempt, under the 
tariff of 1896 they are charging duty now in the 
Gulf ports. 

The TREASURER : That is a mistake of the 
Customs Department. 

Mr. BROWNE: But the men who have paid 
the dnty cannot get a refund. 

The THEASCRER : They may never have 
applied. 

Mr. BROWNE: These things are hampering 
the industry, not only in the Gulf country, but 
also in other parts of the colony. I notice in that 
very cheerful Budge.t Speech delivered by Mr. 
Seddon, that while remitting the duties I have 
mentioned he is putting away £200,000, not for 
defence force purposes, but for old-age pensions. 
A provision of that sort in this colony would be 
a little more encouragement to the W<>rkino
miners, who are fretting their hearts out i~ 
gullies in the back country, thinking that even
tually they will have to go to Dunwich. If a 
sum were put on the Estimates to requite these 
old soldiers of industry that would be a great 
deal b<etter than spending £300,000 or £400,000 
to make •oldiers when we have no need for 
them. During the last six years the Government 
of New Zealand have reduced railway rates by 
an amount equal to £369,439. I wonder what 
the farmers aud miners of this colony, who are 
asking fM cheap railway freights, would think 
if this Government, which has been in power 
for some seven or eight years, had reduced rail
way rates to the extent of £369,439. That 
would have beon a w;,y to assist the industry, 
and it would have been a great deal better 
way than asking for outside aid. The speeches 
that we hear from the other side of the House, 
and the legislation that it if< attempted to have 
ptcs•ed, bring to my mind what I used to see 
on missionary tracts when I was a little boy 
going to Sunday school. There was al•vays 
a picture of an island and a little blackfellow 
with his two hands clasped, crying, "Come over 
and help us." That is the position of the hon. 
gentleman and his colleagues; they are standing 
like the little boy on the island, praying syndi
cates to "Come over and help us." I do not 
intend to take up much more of the time of the 
Committee. \Vith regard to the pastoral indus-

1900-2T 

try, I shall only say that I was very pleased to 
see the Treasurer's statement that the percent
age of losses has not been nearly so bad as many 
of us anticipated. 

Mr. FORSYTH: That is only to the end of last 
year. 

Hon. D. H. DALRDIPLE : They have not 
counted their losses yet. 

Mr. BROWNE: I quite agree with the hon. 
member for Mackay that they have not counted 
their losses yet, but still I think that most hon. 
members who have travelled about the colony, 
and seen the state of the country and read 
de€criptions of it, were quite prepared to believe 
that the losses had been a great deal heavier, 
even up to the end of last year, than appear from 
the 'rreasurer's Statement. And I am sure that 
hon. membets on buth sides of the House will he 
pleased that the losses have not been so great as 
was anticipated. 

Mr. SMITH: The losses will come in next year. 
Mr. BROWNE: I am afraid onr losses will 

come in next year, as the hon. 
[4'30 p.m.] member for Bowen says, but let us 

hope they will not be as heavy as 
has been anticipated. At the conclusion of the 
Statement there is a very nice paragraph, which 
is very nicely worked up. I congratulate the 
hon. gentleman, and feel a good deal with him in 
his enthusiasm in the matter in some respects; 
but, at the same time, there are one or two 
things in it which I can hardly understand. He 
seems to have struck a remarkable fact in one 
place. He says-

I am pleased to observe tbat tbe economic fact that 
the harmonious working together of capital and labour 
is essential to the well·being and advancement of both 
is steadily impressing itself upon the minds of the great 
bulk of the people. 
I have been knocking about for many year~, and 
I was always under the impression that the 
harmonious working together of capital and 
labour was a very desirable thing, and it is a 
thing which many of us have tried very hard to 
achieve, even v.ith regard to industrial disputes. 
The fact that a very large deputation has waited 
upon the Premier this session, and that from all 
parts of the country at the present time petitions 
are coming in from the great mass of the 
people, asking for boards of conciliation and 
arbitration so as to try and get capital and labour 
to work harmoniously together, ought to have 
shown the hon. gentleman that that was con
sidered by the great mass of the people as a very 
desirable thing. For years past hon. members 
of this party have been continually agitating for 
this thing, and hon. members on the other side 
never could recognise it. It seems to me that, 
instead of this thing having just struck the great 
mass of the people, the great unt.hinking mass 
of the people have been aware of it all the time, 
and that it has only ju"t dawned on the stupend
ous intellects of hon. gentlemen on the front• 
Treasury bench that it is desirable that capital 
and labour should work harmoniously together. 
It seems as if this is a little bit of padding, 
unless, as I say, this has really only just struck 
the hon. gentleman for the first time in his life. 
The short summary the hon. gentleman gives at 
the end of his Statement is very good-

r:l'o Rum up-I may exprc~s my conviction that no 
hon. member can point to any other country in the 
world in which-in a similar period of time a:ad with 
such a small population-so much material and social 
progress has been made, and in which so much has 
been done to develop natural resources as in this fair 
territory of Queensland. 
I say" Hear, hear!" heartily to that. You can-

, not point to any other country in the world 
which has developed its resources more in pro
portion to its population than Queensland. And 
above all, it has been done by the people of 
Queensland, all under the State, without going 
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home and trying to pawn Queensland to the 
syndicates of the old country. That iR one of 
the things we have to be proud of, and it would 
be very mean of us, and we should be sho" ing 
our inferiority to the men who hBve gone before 
us-who were the pioneers of tbi" country-if, 
after getting this great gift from them, we wen" 
and pawned the lot e.t onco simply to rai-·o the 
wind ior another year or two. I cttn agree witl1 
the hon. gentleman when he says-

I thi11k it will be admitted that we cn.n now 
join in the long desired nnion of tlle A nstrallan 
which is about to be consmumated, and together 
forming a nation which \Yill take ib place El tl!c fore~ 
most rank of the enlightened, pr.tcealJle, and prosperous 
countnes of the civilised world. 
I did my little best, as a fedemli><t, to help to 
get the referendum carried, and I belin·e that 
Queensland is quite fit to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the other colonies, bnt I c~nnot 
hell? regretting that, just on the eve of that union 
takmg place, it 'hould be proposed that this 
colony "hould enter that union with e. pawn 
ticket in her pocket, and that the time may 
come when some syndicate will sell her off just 
as any other pawnbroker would sell his unre
deemed pledges. \Ye have a grand colony, and 
we have a grand future before us. The people 
ofthe colony have done great thiog·s i'" th, past, 
andibelievethat the pr< '·ent and the rising- genera
tion are just as good as those who he~ve gone 
before, that Queensland's resource~ are just as 
large as those of any other colony in th"' group, 
and that she is fit to take her pbce in the 
federation uf the colonies with arcy of them. In 
conclusion, I may say, in .regard to the future, 
that, no matter what party is in powP.r, I hope 
the Treasurer's antici[Jations for next vear will 
be more than realised. I hope that every time 
this House meets-no 1natt8r v;,':":o sits en tho 
front Treasury benches-that they will have the 
pleasure of Phowing a surp!ns. It is not a 
question of party. It is not a r1nestion of the 
Philp Government, or tbe Dickson Govern· 
ment, or a Government. of the Labour party, or 
a Government from any other party in this 
House, when ·we come to the Financittl State
ment. It is a question of the prosperity or tbe 
wretchedness of the people of Queensland, and I 
say if the country is looking ki",ht, no matter 
whlch political party j, in power, to the people 
of Queensland it matters not, and the people of 
Queensland, in matters of this sort, should be 
the first con~ideration of every hon. member in 
this House. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear! 
After a pause, 
Mr. KIDSTON (Rocklzamptnn) rose. 
MEMBERS of the Opposition: vY ait fsr a 

Minister ! \Yhat about courtesy ? 
Mr. Kil>STON then resumed his seat. 
After a further pause, 
Mr. FISHER: No defence ! 

*The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson, Bulimba), then rose, r"ncl said: I did 
not intend to risr at this stage of the discussion, 
because I do not think that the hon. member 
who has just addreesed the Committee has raised 
any serious points of debate, or any plain 
criticism against the merits of the Financial 
Statement. 

Mr. LESINA: Wbat about immigration? 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: We will come 

to that presently. 
Mr. DAWSON: He h:1. gi' c n you some very 

plain facts indeed. 
The CHIEFSECRETARY: Ifhon. member, 

will gi ~e me a little time, I will refer. to one _or 
two points. I ,;a.y the reason why I drd no\; nse 
when the hon. member for Croydon resumed his 
seat was beca-use I should have preferred to have 
heard some more severe criticism of the Financial 

Statement than the hon. member has given to it. 
r'J..'he hon. gentlen1an, considering his position as 
leader of tlw Opf"'"ition, has dealt generously 
with the Statement, and bas recognised the great 
care and attention whid1 has been given to it by 
the Tnasmer \dw has produced a document 
w hi .h, I am ;;~1re, will be read with very great 
interPsi, not only by 1wople in Queen~la:nd, but 
v, hi eh wHl ahu r;:: ce1• every car(-!ful attentwn, and 
1aiEe continued hopes of fuller prosperity for the 
great cnLmy of Qucr>n.:::land mnollg the peoyle 
wbo will read it in the molh<'r country. It IS a 
very cul_Jable docuJ?Ient) aud contains t~e finnncial 
hL-tory nd the hL;tory of the lllaterial progress 
of the cnuntry clnring tlk past t~elve months. I 
am sure, "s I L 've ;aid, that it will be care! ully 
pemsed, ,, 1d will afford great saticfaction to 
tbtJse who tuke an interest in the growth and 
development of Queensland, and I can assure 
you, :Mr. Grirms, t:hat there are a very large 
numbfT of pe.lple m the mother country who 
v atch our proceedings ,-ith Yery great interest. 

11r. ,J ENKINSON : Hear, henr l , 
The CHIKF SECRETARY: And I believe 

there are a very la1ge number of people who 
would desire to have br;:er interests and invest
ments in Queensland if they euuld fed sure that 
they would not be penaliserl tot some future date 
by some eh ·ngc of poiicy on the part of the 
Ciovernmem. Although the loan rec.ntly sold 
by the Treasurn has nd perhapR fulfilled expec
tations on this side, yet I consider it was sold 
satL fae;to1ily under i! n the circurnstances with 
which it was snrroundc,·. 

Mr. J"EKKJNsON: No. Practically a failure. 
The CH1EJ!' SECRETARY: I cannot agree 

\vith n1v hou. friPnLl. The loan Vt as sold as 
satisfacl"urily as any loan could be at ~hat par
ticular time. It was placed on tbe advrce of the 
l;e .t financial experience that could be obtained, 
and had it not been fer the Eastern complications 
which just then cro]'P' d up, the loan would have 
realised a very much higher price. But notw!th
stanrling the mishap of thi · Er'·' ern comphca· 
t1Jn being Hin1ultaneon:;;ly announced with the 
ad, ent of the loan, it has been comidered by the 
fir,ancial authmities in England that it was Fold 
as well as could possibly be expected, and we 
have the e.e.tisfaction of !mowing that it was sulcl 
c<mEiderably higher tb~n ~he loans of our siste_r 
colc>nies which were submrtted some weeks preVJ· 
ously. 

Mr. GROOi\1: The London Times does not 
say so. 

The CHIEF SECHETARY: It is a fact 
neverthele s, and can be worked out by otatistics. 
I did read some comments in tbe Sydney 11Io1'n
ing Hc1·a/<1 to that effec~ whic~ really .did not 
state the facts in connBctwn wrtn the r,rrce rea
lised by the Queensland loan. 

"~Jr. ':FrsHER: \\'e do not lmow what the price 
is yet. 

'i'be Cl-IIEl<' SECR"B:TARY: Yes; £94 Os. 
ld. was the averag<l ]Jrice. 

Mr. FrsHEH: Tbe Treasurer does not know all 
the charges vet. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They have not 
yet come to hand, but he can very. well gue~s 
from the charges which have been mcnrred m 
previous years. 

Mr. l!'IsHEll: \Ye have had exrerience of that 
before. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 'l'he loan was 
sold nt £94 Os. ld. average gross, and that is 
equivalent to an interest of £~ 8;. per cent. Th.at 
provide" interest and redemptiOn on the deprecra· 
tion. 

:Mr. l!'rsHEH 1 What was the commrsswn f,;r 
underv, rlting? 

The CHJEJC SECRE'rARY: I think that was 
at the rate of £1 Gs. per cent. However, those are 
the charges incidental to all loans, no matter what 
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the price may be which is obtained. Both the 
South Australian and "\Vestern Australian loans 
had to be underwritten, so that that charge 
applied to all three. The price realised by our 
loan was certainly better than that re,,Jised for 
the loans of those two colonies, because it must 
be borne in mind that their loans carri8d accrued 
interest for a considerable period, whereas our 
loan carried no interest except frnm the 1st 
July. Now, I do not intend to speak at length 
in reply to the hon. gentleman. I cleprecate 
entirely his remarks about immigration. I say 
that, at the present time, the greatest care IS 

being exercised in London in connection with 
sending Immigrants ou~ to this colony. The 
immigrants brought here are confined to farm 
labourers and domestic servants, and there are 
restrictions in regard to the size of families ; 
that is to say, that people with large families 
are not accepted. Only a day or two ago I 
had a report from the Immigration Office, 
in which the fullest satisfaction has be,'n 
expreeser! with the class of immigrants, and I 
a.m informed that they have readily found 
employment. I believe that at the present tin1e 
thore is only one person in the depot. A11 the 
immigrants by the "Duke of Norfolk" and the 
previous vessels bltve been absorbed, and repre
sentations have been made that more people of a 
similar class could be absorbed in our different 
towns. 

Mr. McDONALD: At the rate of wages they 
get. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Some of them join 
the unemployed, 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The immigrants 
brought here from time to time have found full 
employment, and certainly do not go to recruit 
the ranks of the unemployed. 

Mr. ~fcDONALD: They get such miserable 
wages. 

The CHIEF SJWRETARY: I have nothing 
to do with the wages question. 

Mr. McDONALD: That is important. 
The CHIEF SECRE'fARY: They receive 

wages, I understand, to their satisfaction. 
Mr. McDONALD: They must accept what they 

can get. 
'l'he CHIEF SECRETARY: They appear to 

be happily settled and comfortable. I speak 
from actual knowledge when I say that when the 
immil(rants by the "J umna" were starting off, 
Sir Horace Tozer held a sort o£ social in their 
honour. They were invited to a large hall near 
the Agent-General's office, and there limelight 
view' of Queemland were exhibited for their 
information-views taken from actual photo
graphs of different portions of Queensland. 

Mr. REm: Who expb.ined the views? 
The CHIEF S~ECRETARY: Sir Horace 

Tozer himself. (Oppo-ition laughter.) And he 
did it very ably and very tmthfnlly. 

Mr .• T. HAliiiLTON : You recognised the scenes? 
The CHIEJT SECRETARY: Yes, distinctly. 

I was invited to be present and addreso a few 
words of encouragement and advice to the immi
grants. I told them distinctly that they need 
not expect that they were going to a sort of 
El Dorado where they would pick up gold in the 
Htreets. I oair! that without perseverance and 
industry, and ab~temious living, they need not 
hope to get on and that they would be better 
where they were; but I also told them, and I 
repeat it now, that there is no portion of the 
British Empire where men or women of good 
character, abstemious habits, and with patient 
industry, can get a better reward for their 
labours than in Queensland. I never held to 
the belief that 500,000 people were destined 
to be the occupants of this vast jJOrtion of 
Australia, a country which I firmly believe 
will comfortably hold as many millions as there 

are now thousands located in it. This I wish 
always to be borne in mind in my advocacy of 
immigration. I should very much object to a 
sudden descent of b.bour, whether of the domestic 
or farm labouring class on the shores of this 
colony, but I say we can absorb gradually the 
moderate amount of immigration which we are 
now enccmaging-something like 500 every two 
or three months. I can only say that if hon. 
gentlemen opposite feel that this is an undue in
crease of population they mnst have very little 
confidence in the future of the colony. 

Mr. BROWNE : "\V e object to the fact that they 
go to the other colonies. 

The CHIEF SRCR:ETARY: We have not 
had a census for the last ten years, and we do 
not know what the population of the colony 
really is. In this connection I may say that I 
was surprised to find that the statistical commis
sion which recently sat in the south in connection 
with federation representati vcs has stated that 
Queensland has a population of under half a 
million. I only hope that the census which will 
be taken in the first year of the new century will 
prove that we have a considerably larger popu
lation than is declared to be the case by the 
statisticians who sat in Melbourne. 

Mr. McDONALD : It was not so the last time 
the census was taken. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not attri
bute to the hon. gentleman, who has just 
addressed the Committee, any desire to mis
rerlresent matters in connection with in1migration 
for the sake of giving publicity to his views, but 
I can aEOure him that his strictures on the 
manner in which immigration is being conducted 
now by the London office are based on an entirely 
erroneous view. 

Mr. BROWNE: I only go on the instructions 
from the Agent-General's office. 

The CHU;F SECRETARY: The instructions 
from the Agent-General's office have been very 
cardully gone over, and whatever the instruc
tions may be, I will say that the Agent.General 
anr! his staff are particularly guarded in 
admitting any one to a passage to Queensland, 
unless they are assured that they will be 
valuable colonists. 

Mr. LESINA : Some agents are paid 10s. per 
head. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, all the 
shipping and commission agents in London who 
have immigrants going to various parts of the 
empire receive a similar fee. 

Mr. LESINA: A scalp fee. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Ten shillings 

per head is paid to all shipping and commission 
agents who obtain immigrants, whether they go 
to Canada or any other portion of the British 
Empire. That is the uniform fee paid. 

Mr. KIDS TON: Like they used to pay the 
sponging houses in the old days for the press 
gang. , 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The only com
mission paid is lOs- a head, and that is not a 
recent disbnl'8ement. It was found several years 
ago that it would be an advant•ge to do so, 
became these agents come in contact with people 
who are desirous of going abroad, and are able to 
represent to them the advantages possessed by 
Queensland. I may say of the immigrants who 
have come here that they have arrived in a 
country where there is gre.1.t scope fer them, and 
if they choose to conduct themselves properly 
they will become valuable colonists. I have 
always held the opinion, and I shall continue to 
hold it, that we are ju•tified in adopting all 
reasonable means of encouraging a proper class 
of immigrants to come to this colony. 

Mr. LESINA : Why not make it a federal 
matter? 
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: Well, immigra
tion is one of the thirty-nine articles which are 
assigned to the discretion of the :Federal Parlia
ment, and possibly when that Parliament is 
created it is a question which will come up for 
discussion. The Federal Parliament, however, 
has yet to be summoned, and I contend that in 
the meantime the State Parliament have the 
right to deal with this matkr. Now, \\ith re
gard to defence, undoubtedly there i,; a ver:· 
considerable increase upon the appropriations of 
the previous year, and I am not surprised at the 
hon. member's contention, and the contentions 
of other members, on that head, more especially 
when I remember that the Defence :Force has 
always been viewed with extreme jealousy-I 
use that word not in an offensi 1'8 sense-but I 
say that the appropriations for this purpose have 
always been viewed with extreme jealousy by 
hon. gentlemen in this Chamber. But circum
stances have been very largely changed during the 
last twelve months, I am sure that hon. 
members must admit that there is a necessity £or 
<1 larger and more efficient Defence :B'orce at the 
present time than there was twelve months ago. 

Mr. RYLAND: \V hat about the volunteers? 
The CHIEF SECRE'rARY: We are en

couraging the volunteers also. I may say, how
ever, that the whole mntter is one which will be 
far better dealt with when the Estimates come 
up for discussion, when I shall have fuller infor
mation to lay before the Commit'.- e from the 
Commandant, who I have just recently met on 
his return from the North, and who w1ll enable 
me to deal m orB intelligently with this matter. 
There is, however, one item alone in the Defence 
Force which I am sure is most popular, and 
which it is the desire o£ the country should be 
increased, and that is the rifle clubs. 

1\fr. BROWNE: The increase in the armament is 
not in proportion to the increase in the amount. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon. men'l
ber must bear in mind that the total increase 
represents something under £ii0,000. 

Mr. BROWNE: £111,000_ 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is the 

total vote. I am merely taking the reYenue 
estimates and disbursements for the annual main
tenance of the force. That repre,;ents s•>me
thing under £50,000, while increased provision 
for rifle clubs represents £7,000 of thnt sum, 

Mr. FISHER: \Vhataretheitc :nsdebited to loan? 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: They are what 

I may call the permanent arms and ordnance, 
Mr. FISHER : There is no such thing as 

permanent arms. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Well, we may 

take it that when we get guns and other imp'e
ments of war they may be very fairly termed 
permanent additions to the force. 

Mr. FISHER: I do not think so. 
The CHIEF SECRI~TARY: However. that 

is a matter which may be better discussed- when 
the Estimates are before us. Referring to the 
hon. gentleman's cri t.icism of the size of the 
Defence Force, I would say that while we have 
every reason to be proud of the volunteers that 
went to South Africa, and showed such remark
able efficiency--

An HoNOURABLE MEMBBR: And who are going 
to stop there. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We must bear 
in mind that provision for the men there and fur 
recruits to maintain the efficient strength of our 
Defence Force must be pnwi•1e--1. Therefore, 
I think circumstances justify the Government in 
regarding the extension of the Defence Force 
as a matter of much greater importance than 
it has been heretofore. \V e are by no means 
sure that the Transvaal campaign is nearly at 
an end, though we have every reason to hope 
that it is. Still it is not yet concluded, and no 

one can positively say when it will be finished. 
In addition to that, who nu tell what will be 
the outcome of the complications in the East? I 
look upon the Chinese question as of far greater 
moment than the Transvaal question ,, ith regard 
to the g.c•neral peace of the world, and if that 
question evolves serious international di:;;puteH, 
alld possibly warfare, will it do for a great 
country like this to be comparatively un
defended ? \Var will be close to our very 
doors, and not only would we require 
ti,~ land torre to he increased, but also we 
should require, as the hon. member for Croydon 
said-and I fully agree with him-onr first. line 
of defence, our naval force, to be also put on a 
larger footing. If tlMt were attempted by the 
Government, it would not be £10,000 that would 
be required for the naval force, but a very much 
larger sum than is wanted for the present land 
force-if we were to ha Ye any adequately efficient 
naval armament. Of cour~e, we cannot attempt 
that just now; but it may be that it will come to 
that in the future. But l wonld remind the hon. 
member for \1roydon of what the army and navy 
of Great Britain cost, and ask how it compares with 
the-revennc of f'e mother country. The rEvenue 
of the mother conntry is about £108,000,000, and 
over £50,000,000 is spent on the army and navy 
annually, be;;ides the great khaki loan expendi
ture; so that really at the present time or during 
the last six m •nths, there has been as much, if 
not more, spent on the army and navy of Great 
Britain than the total anmml revenue of the 
con n try amounts to, 

Mr. TUHLEY: But there is the war going on. 
TheCHLKF SECRE'rARY: Yes, but it is 

as necessary for uR to guard against war in this 
portion of the British Empire, as it is for the 
mother countr:·. I think everyone at the 
present time must see tbe neces,ity of putting 
our defences on a thoroug-hly efficient footing. I 
do not W->nt to dwell upon this subject too 
strongly, but I will say that to pnt them upon a 
thoroughly <efficient footing commensurate with 
the views of experienced men in the mother 
conntry a very much larger appropriation should 
be asked for at the present time than i,, shown 
on these JI:stimates, The details of the expendi-

ture will be prepared and laid 
[5 p.m.] before hon. members before the 

1~~tirnatPs eon1e on for di~cussion. 
Mr. Brww:cm : I-Ie:u, hear! 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not know 

that there are many other points in the hon. 
gentleman's speech to which I need refer. His 
references tu mining matters I will leave to 
mining experte, but I think it right to say that 
Queensland stands particularly prominent in the 
favonrable view of Briti>h c •pitalists, notwith
stnnding our loan, to which I have referred, and 
the price it brought. I can as:mre hon, members 
that there are millions of money awaiting in vest
ment in Australia, and certainly in Queensland, 
if hon. gentlemen of t'Ji,, Chamber-if the Parlia
ment of Qu~ensland will accept the view that 
where the Government, of its own financial power, 
is unable to develop cert,ain mineral districts, 
British capital should be given the right to do so 
on fair and equitable terms. \Vhere we have to 
deal with a brg-E country like this-a conntry 
which hon. rnembers wiH remernber is as large as 
one-third of Europe, where therearem"ny millions 
of a population-if we are in cur own lifetime to 
derelop the grmtt mineral resources of Queensland 
-of whic:h even\\ e ourselveo have got but a very 
imperfect knowledge--if we are to have tbeee 
resources developed to an extent commensurate 
with the growing requirements of the colony, 
and with that prosperity which we desire to see 
enjoyed by the people of Queensland, even in our 
own day, we must be liberal in our view", and 
in inviting, or at any rate in accepting, overtures 
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from capitalists outside the colony to develop our 
mineR, and to hnpr:)ve the mv-_~,ns of communica~ 
tion between those mines and the coast. 

Mr. l<"rsHim: vVhclt i, stopping them now? 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think we may 

ao well speak plainly in this matter. 
Mr. FrsHim: Hear. hear! That is what we 

want tn know. , 
The CHI El<" SECRE·r ARY : So far as you 

can speak of a settled policy in a new country, 
which is at all time' open to reconsideration, at any 
rate, we all know that th~ policy of this country;, 
certainly t<> allow the trunk lim, nf rail\·;"'ys to 
be constructed bv the Government and remain 
in their hands .• vVe all know that, but we 
know also that no Government administering the 
affairs of a young countrv like this, embraciug 
such a Yery groat area of territory. and having 
only a certain fipa)1cial ability at ttwir disposal, 
can do all that IS Immediately required for the 
full and early development of gre~t portions of 
mineral territory. 

Mr. FISHER: You might tell the(· mntry what 
"trunk lines" are, so that. we may know. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Trunk lines 
have been constructed, and they are enumerated 
in the Loan Estim>1tP·', which "l'" open to all 
members of Parliament to seA. lt is unnecessary 
for me to enumerate them. 

Mr. :FISHER: It is a hi;; thing, and you mi:;ht 
tell the country whnt yon mean by it. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What I refer to 
are trunk lines such as have been built up to the 
present time, and such as may be continued or 
connected hereafter. But there are large 
mineral areas in t.hi' colony which should be 
developed if we want to see ·Queensland enjoy a 
full amount of prosperity, and which must 
remain uno]'oned and undeveloped if the Govern
ment solely is to be left to assist the develop
ment of the<e o,n·•s. It is just >cs well to say 
plainly that the feeling in Great Britain is this : 
That private enterprise in Queensland is not 
regarded with favour by a certain section of 
QueP.nsland politicians. 

:MEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, he<tr! 
The CHIEF SEOllETARY: To that view I 

am entirely opposed. I say tbat one rr,ust act as 
the handmaiden of the other, and development 
by private enterprise is as much required in this 
colony as the development of the country by 
public expenditure. 

Mr. LESINA: Hear, hear! In its proper 
channels it is requirerl. 

The CHIEF SFCRE'TARY: \Ve h:we a. great 
extent of mineral territory in the K orth and 
North-west of our country, where there iH no 
large amount of settlement, and which can 
certainly not be represented at the present time 
~s offering any even early prcepect of paying 
mtere«t upon the cost of milwav construction 
there, and what can be more proper than to give 
people who are willing to open up such country 
upon fair and equitable terms, opportunity and 
encouragen1ent to do so? 

Mr. \V. HAMILTON: That is just the f!uestion 
-what are fair and equit •,ble terms? 
. The CHIEF ~BORET ARY : I say that, 
mstead of decree.smg the wage-e.'rning power of 
the working classes in the community, it would 
considerably increc se their opportunitie.,; for 
employment. It would develop mineral conntry 
containing, I believe, mineral "wealth beyond 
the dreams of avarice." But while the feeling 
prevails that the investment of British capitalists 
hem is regarded with cliofavour, and that oppnr· 
tunity will be token to pemtliee them <::~ueens
land as a place. for inwstrnent will be' closed to 
thelll, and they will take tiJeit· capital to other 
parts of the world. I Y'ery much regret that this 
view should prevail. I ha•e no desire to 
exaggerate it, but, from observation in Great 

Britain, it is one great bar which exists at the 
present time to the very early development of 
the prosperity of Queensland. 

.Mr. BROWNE: But the same feeling exists in all 
he Australian colonies with regard to railways. 

The C 'UEF SECRETARY: I do not care 
whether it be in all Australia or in all Asia or 
K rope; if it be wrong, why should we not rise 
a1Jove that feeling? 

HoNOGRABLE l'vi1mmms : Hear, hear! 
The CHIEF SECHE'l'ARY: Why should we 

not rise above that fetling and give opportunities 
to in Vci;tor.; to come herfl and d<cmonstrate to the 
people that they have been wrung? I believe it 
would lead to the prosperity of the colony if 
hon. gentlemen \\ ould set aside party feeling in 
this matter, and view it in the light of what 
would be best in the intere,ts, and I believe the 
true interests, of the country demand a much 
larger invr Jtment of capital than we have in 
circulation here at present. 

Mr. LESINA: vVell, borrow it. 
The CHIKI!' SECRETARY: The interests of 

the countrv demand that that investment should 
take the form of developing the great mineral 
resources, of which hon. gentlemen will not deny 
we have unlimited storc.l. If the feeling of hon. 
members could preponderate in that direction 
a\1(1 those willing to enter upon private enter
prises could have a full assurance that they would 
be fairly dealt •.dth, a new future would be 
opened up before Qneensland-a future that 
would le,,d to the prosperity of every person in 
the colony, and would place the colony of 
Queensland in the position of being one of the 
greatest portions of a United Australia. I do 
not wish to protract the debate npon the Finan
cial Statement. It is one which I have read with 
great interest, and were I n. c~ndid friend of the 
Government and nnt a member of it I think it is 
one which I could not criticise. 

Mr. FISHEI\: \Vhat do yon think of the esti
mates of expenditure? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think they 
have been framed with a due regard to economy 
combined with efficiency. (Laughter.) I am 
quite certain that when my colleagues propose 
the increases to the Committee they will be 
accepted as satisfactory. To my own know· 
ledge there are eevPral officers in the Public 
Service who have fair claims to increased 
remuneration. I will not go any further than 
the London office, with which I have lately 
come mme immediately in contact. That office 
!J,,s a very efficient staff, and several of those 
officers do not receive due recognition for their 
services, compared with what i., paid to officers 
holding somewhat similar positions in Queens
land. Some of these men are also very heavily 
taxed by the income tax. Owing to the war, 
that tax has been increased to 5 per cent., or 
ls. in the .£1, and in the case of the Agent
General that amounts to .£75 a year. 

Mr. REm: Glad to hear it. 
The CHHJI<' SECRETARY: I don't think 

we should b0 glad to hear that anyone is under
paid ; they should get remuneration commen
surate with the work they perform. I will not 
go into details, but, as I have said, I believe the 
Statement is one that will give general satisfac
tion. And I may say, in reply to the leader of 
the Opposition, that there is a JJolicy running 
through it. There is no concealment in the 
Statement ahout certain measures which, I 
think, will redound to the benefit of the colony. 
There is a very distinct policy in the Statement 
nmning throughout-a policy desirous of assist
in" and encouraging private enterprise where 
such can be advantageously employed for the 
benefit of the community and of the investors. 
I desire to see all these matters mentioned in the 
Statement thrashed out fairly. I don't think 
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hon. members should always be bound by party 
obligations to resist any change which may be 
for the benefit of the colony. There is no con
cealment of the policy of the Govemment w;th 
regard to affording better facilities for the 
development of private enterprise. 

Mr. BROWXE : I said that is the only policy 
in the Statement. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 'rhat policy is 
enunciated definitely and unmistakably. There 
are many other matters in the Statement which 
I might refer to at considerable length, bnt I 
simply rose up to re[Jly to some statements made 
by the leader of the Opposition, <tnd to deal 
with m<ttters which have recently come nnder 
my own observation. 

Mr. FISHER : You are giving us " farewell, I 
understand? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As long as I 
am here I hope I shall continue member for 
Bulimba. I am not aware that I am making a 
valedictory speecl:). I have no intention of 
addressing the Committee in that light. Even if 
I should have the honour of being elected to 
another place, I hope I shall not be considered 
to be any less a Queenslander or an Australia.n. 

HONOURABLE ME}JBERS : Hear, hear l 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: However, I am 

not going into the Commonwealth Act just now, 
or into n;atters connected therewith. I join with 
the hon. member for Croydon in congratulating 
the Treasurer on the very excellent Statement be 
has presented. 'rhere is one other matter I 
would like to refer to. Snrpri e has been ex
pressed that the trustees of the Government 
Savings Bank bought otock at 97, when tbe lonn 
itself was sold so much lower on the London 
market. Some people think thnt these trustees 
did not txercise wise jndgn1(-lnt in that transac
tion. On the contmry, I fully believe that 
if the Savings B<'nk commissioners bad gone on 
the London markett, they would not have gut 
it at 97, because there is a great difference 
between quotations in the stuck papers and 
prices actually received, Our stock is held by 
many investors as a permanent investment. 
Sometimes prices are quoted above par, and 
until any large quantities of stock are placed in 
the market, or until a new loan is announc.,d, it 
may be difficult to purchase under that figure. 
I think the Savings Bank commissioners were 
justified in purchasing at the price they did. l 
hope hon. members will receive my views in the 
light that I am perfectly sincere, and that they 
are made in the best interests of the colony. 

HONOURABLE lYIEMBERH : Hear, he.n· ! 
" Mr. KIDSTON: I rose before somewhnt 
unwillingly becanse it seemed that no hon. 
member on the other side was willing to reply to 
the statement" made by the hon. leader of the 
Opposition; and I think we owe it to the sense 
of courtesy on the part of the Premier that any 
hon. gentleman on the Treasury bench has 
replied to his speech. 

The ATTORNEY-GBNERAL: Not so. 
Mr. KIDS TON : I don't think it is necessary 

that I should compliment the Hon. the Treasurer 
on his Statement, after the very complimentary 
speech of the leader of the Opposition, but I 
cannot refrain from complimenting both the 
Treasurer and the colony on the satisfactory 
results of last year's transactions. As I h<>v'e 
said on former occasions, I thmk hon. mem
bers should have lead the Auditor-General's 
report before they debate the Financial State
ment. No doubt we are better off than the 
other colonies in that respect. I don't think the 
Auditor-General's report in the other colonies 
is presented as promptly as it is here. Of course 
that does not affect the Tre .csurer, bt'cauoe 
he knows the whole of the details, lmt other 
hon. members have not the same information at 

their command. I do not say that the Auditor
General is to blame--in fact, he gives his reports 
much more quickly than the Auditor-General in 
other colonies-but I thiuk the department is 
undermanned. I subn1it to the Tre<tsurer that 
it might be worth while seeing whether extra 
assistance to the Auditor-General, if it was only 
tern porary aseishnce, would not enable him to 
get out his report sooner. 

The TREASURER: It is a big undertaking to 
bring out his report. 

Mr. K!DSTON: Yes, I know, but if he had 
assistance his report would in all likelihood be 
out a week earlier. 

Tbe TREASURER : You wanted this Financial 
Statement. 

Mr. KIDS TON : With regard to the Financial 
Statement, I notice that the hem. gentleman is 
something like the moon-he is later and later 
every time. 

The THEASURE!\ : It is too soon for you this 
time, apparently. 

Mr. KIDS1'0N: Oh, no. As a matter of fact 
the hon. gentleman is later with his Financial 
Statement thi.< year than either he himself or 
any previous Treasurer has been for the last ten 
years. 

'l'he TREASUllER : I do not think so. 
Mr. KIDSTO:'>r : The htteot date that the 

Ht tternent has been n1ade for t~n years preYions 
tu this year was un the 28th of Angust, with the 
exceptiua of last year, when we had the federal 
session. 

1Ir. J. HAMlLTON: It was rnaLlu in October 
last year. 

Mr. KIDSTON : The Statement was really 
ma.de much sooner last year than this, although 
it was later in point of date, being in October, 
and this year it was at the Fnd of August. But 
the Statement was presented to Parliament 
sooner after Pnrli<tmeL t met laet year than it has 
been presented this session. For my own part, I 
thought the Treasurer had delayed making his 
Statement owing to the difficulty he experienced 
in recasting the Estimates, in view of the very 
great changes w hi eh will take place when 
Queensland enters the Commonwealth ; and 
when I heard tire Statement read, I was sur
prised to find that he bad shirked that duty 
altogether. 1'he hun. gentleman evidentiy took 
the good old Scotch w..ty of letting a difficulty 
settle itself. 

The TllEA~Ul\ER : Following the footsteps of 
Tasmania and Victoria. 

Mr. KIDSTON: The result is that the Esti
mates are, ns usual, submitted to us as for the 
whole year, though the hon. gentleman knows 
very wdl that the customs and excise, both 
revenue and npenditure, will pass out of his 
hands in January. The hrm. gentleman assumes 
that he will in all probability collect the Customs 
and excise revenue to the end of the present 
fina,ncial year. In his Statement he said-

It would appear but reasonable that the States should 
continue as heretofore t.o collect federal revenue uv to 
:JOth June, 19Vl. 

The hon. gentleman took a very active part last 
ye:1r in persuading th" people of Queensland to 
accept the :Fedeml Constitution, but it seems n 
little doubtful whether he has read the Consti
tution. Section fill states that-

On n date or dates to be proclaimed by tlle (}overnor~ 
General after the e~tablishment of tllc Commonwealth, 
the following department::< of the public service in e:.tch 
State slln.ll bccotno transferred 10 the Commonwealth:-~ 

I)os1r;, telegraph·, and ttlephones ; 
Naval and military clcfenec; 
Lighthouse8, llt-ht~hipr,, beacons, and buoys; 
Qnarnntine. 

But the deparimenL. of CHi:itOln:s and or C"\.Cise iu each 
State >Jhall becowe transferred to the Commonwealth on 
its establishment. 
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It is perfectly evident from that that there is no 
option in the matter, that neither the Federal 
Treasure~ nor the State Treasurer can in any way 
prevent t.~ust01us and excise revenue frorn becon1~ 
ing federal immedintely on the proclnmation of 
the Onmmonwet1lth. J t1ssume that the very 
first thing the Fe~eral 'freasurer will do on his 
appointment will be to get into communication 
with the ""'em! he-eds of the Cu,toms Depart
ments in the variPus colcnies, and, probably 
through the St8,te Tre>surers, give thmn in,truc
tions what to do. As has been pointecl ont to me, 
the P!'emier of Kew South \Vale,, Jliir, Lyne, 
speakm15 on the 2!lth of Angu,t, when moving 
for the mtroduction of a 'femr,orary Surml" Bi11 
said- · ~ J ' 

He wished to explain to the House that l1e had 
intended to make his .Financial Shtemu1t last 1'lnu·:~
day, but tlle aecountant of Uw rl,reaRnr.v Depn.Ttlllent 
informed him that, in conscllUence of the ueccssitv for 
making anangJmcut;;; for the tr~tnsfer of ovm· ·.s,ouo 
oflicers to the Commonv;ealth on lsL Jrrnm~1'.r next, and 
making calculations \Vith rcgnrd to the loss the colonv 
would sustain bY bantling over its Customs anll exds~J 
revenue to the Fedenl Parliament, it w,.onld be 
impossible for llim to have the E-.timates for the 
current financinl year ready bl~forJ three 'veeks. 

So that it i:> not at all snr]Jr·i,,ing- that I antici
P,ated that the ct,,lay ,wh},ch tn,ok place in the 
'Irea~urer prescntm;:; Ins :B m<tncml i'\t;cte.ment to 
this qommittee wa: c:wstd by the difficulty he 
had Hl rec'l.sr.ing his J1~stin1ate;-;, in view of the 
fact that Qil·_ene;hnd would be eutering the Com
monwealth in the middle of the prc ,snt fin,mcial 
year. The hem, gentlenmn seems to think that 
instead of <· >llecting- federal revenue for himself. 
the 1<'ederal Treasu-rer will i,. ne precepts; bnt t 
snepect that the boot will be on the otherfoot, and 
that the Federal Tre_asnrer will take good care to 
collecl; the money lnm,elf, and then hand over 
what part he does not require for fedeml pnrpmc, 
to t,he hon. gentlmmtn, so that the estimate of the 
hon, gentleman that he will r-·c"ive £1,6'i0,000 
frorn Cm;;toms and excist~ is manift·''tlv incorrect 
because he cannot possibly receive" more tha~ 
one-half of that amount, or £800,000, And the 
.•.ame thing will ha,ppen with reg.ud to the 
postal revenue later on, and with re'~ard to the 
revenue and exr."' .. nditure in connection with 
other servkes to be t:tken ov··r by the Cnmmon
wealtb. It seems to me that this year will be 
the beginning of what in one sensre will be a very 
bad system, The Treasurer of Qcwensland, 
and, whiJ,t i.s f'VPn of 1nore importance this 
House and thi,, Parliament, will no lnnge; he.ve 
full CI>Titro] OVer their revenue, and in cnnsew 
quence of that wi'l no longer have full control 
over their expenditure. Tlie Trea,nrer will no 
longer be able, whe12 there is a ilif!icult;- in the 
'freasury, to clap on 3d, a gallon ou beer; or ls, a 
lb, on tobacco. He will have to cut much nem'er 
the bone when he wants additional revenue after 

_ this, and the soon~r thee hon. gentle
[o'30 p.rn.] n;e,n stnrhes, the different sy;;tem" of 

L .• Ll-" , .~u-ect ta'!:a~wn_the bett·or, Now, as 
V'J uuv p~uvc.~~UlV vu;:,u VJ. LJle _I1 eueral ':.iovernment. 
I confess that I have not sufficient data to emtble 
me to form anything like a reliJ.hle opinion as to 
what the federal expenditure is lil<ely to be foe 
the first six months after its e'tablishment, and I 
regret to see that the 'rreasnrer is very much in 
the same boct t, He si m pl'l blindly foll:iws the 
example of Victoria and Tas:lw .. nia., and a.ssurnes 
that the c,>st for the first six months will be ahont 
£200,000, and he prov;des £2ii,OOO on the l<~sti
mates as Quf•'noland's qnot,a of tlmt cost. 

'The Tm;;,\Slil\El\: rrbe Estimates vary from 
£300,000 to £1)00,000 peer annum. ' 

:Mr. KlD~TOX :_ T am not "uin:~ to expr"s ,, 
very dngm:-,.tie (Jp1nhJH upon this 1natter, beca.11~e, 
as I ea1d, I have uot data, t<J j.itotify IHG in cluing 
that; but my own optmon 1s that £200 000 is 
likely to be under the mark, and that th'e bun. 

gentleman will have to find considerably more 
than £25,000 for the first six months. But what 
I wiRh specially to mention in connection with 
thi' matter is that it seems to me that the hon. 
gentlemnn should have framed his Estimates 
more in accordance with what he knows will 
ta.ke place, I do not think he has any right to 
present us with E;;timlltes giving us the whole 
year's inc,lme and expenditure in regard to 
serviceo which he knows he will have no control 
over, and when he knows that he will neither 
receive the revenue nor pay the expenditure after 
the 1st of ,hnuary, 

The Tm~ASVREI\ : I believe we will, all the same. 
Mr, KIDSTON: 'fhe hon. gentleman believes 

so, but I have shown reasons why I do not 
believe it, I would like to say a few words now 
with reference to the Savings Bank fund. I agree 
with all that the bon, gentleman says in regard 
to the v>1lue of that institution, and I was very 
plea·--ed to hear the leader of this party express 
his appreciation of bow valuable a.n institution the 
Savings Hank was, I may point out, however, 
that it is not only valuable to the people of the 
country, but, as the Treasurer has found out more 
than once, it is very valuable to bim, and for that 
reason it is the busine"S of the Treasurer to cherish 
and encourage it in every pos,~ible way rather than 
try to ,kin it every now and again of 1 per cent. on 
£;)00,000 or £UOO,OOO, even when he has to break 
the law tu enable him to do it, I spoke on this 
me"tt:T at the end of la<;t su;sion, a:nd the hon. 
!l"entleman, in a way tba t is characteristic of him, 
if I rnaysay so, refers to the matter very obliquely, 
and explains, without mentioning anything of the 
criticism, why it was that be had done the 
tiling that I then complained of. This is the 
hon, gentleman's statement on page 5 of the 
:Financial Statcnwnt-

In the early pm·t of last financial year, in eonsequence 
of thr unexpected increase--
r wish bon, memters to pay particular attention 
to tbe nason which the bon. gentleman gives
in consc(Juencc of the unexpected increase in the 
muonnt of deposit.-; during the previous twelve months 
there were Savings Bank funds requiring investment, as 
reported by tlle Auditor-General. 
Kow, in making a statement of that sort, the 
hon, gentltnnan ought to have remembered-! 
do not remember the exact scriptural phrase, but 
it is something like this-that "the other man · 
r11neth after and examinetb." I want to examine 
that Statement of the Treasurer's, that the reason 
for allowing the proportion of Savings Bank 
funds invested in Government securities to fall 
under the minimum two-thirds-the amount 
stipulated for by statute-was that in the early 
part of the last financial year, in consequence of 
the nnexpeetecl increase in the amount of de
posits during the J;revious twelve months, there 
was an unusual increase in the Savings Bank 
funds. I shall give the increases in the Savings 
Dank funds for the four years that the hon. 
gentleman has been Treasurer. In 1897 the 
irwre'lse was oe:Ho, uuu; m lHUH, o!;;~-±~,000 ; and 
in l8!JfJ, £3ti,5, 000, 

'!'he TREASUHER: Is not that a big increase? 
. Mr. KTDSTON: It is a big increase, but it 
"':L'<not anything phenomenal, and I amgivingthe 
full facts, I am not trying to misrepresent them 
in ony way, lt is £1,000, over 50 per cent., more 
then for the previous year. But I shall now 
show that that increase had nothing at all to do 
with the fact that less than two-thirds of the 
Savings Bank 1noneys was inve.;ted in Govern
ment S"cnrities. Here is a table showing the 
proportion of Saving:.; nank funds invested in 
{}uvH·nrnent securities, and the arnount that was 
in ve,ted, more or less than the minimum re
quired by bw, on 30th .] une in each of the last 
ti ve years, In 1896-the last year that Sir Hugh 
Nelson was Treasurer-the proportion of Savings 
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Bank funds invested in Government securities 
was 67'2 per cent. The law requires 66·6 per 
cent., so that on that occasion there were 
£13,000 invested above the minimum. In 1897 
-the year in which the present Treasurer took 
office-the proportion invested had fallen to 65'9 
per cent.-that was, just under the minimum. 

The TREASURER: Outside the pale. 

M_r. KIDSTON: It is a very small percentage, 
but 1t was about £20,000 under the minimum. 
Still, that was nothing. 1 n the next year--
18ll8-the proportion invested had fallen to G3 ·s 
per cent., and the amount below the minimum 
was £82,000. That was before this large in
crease in the Savings Bank funds took place. 
What I am trying to point out i, that the 
reason the hem. gentleman gave could not possibly 
be the reason, because he had offended against 
the law in the particular re,pect that I men
tioned before that increase took place at all. 
Now, I go on until 189(), when the proportion of 
Savings Bank funds invested in Government 
securities had fallen to 56·6, leaving £325,000 
uninvested more than shoul<i have be~n. It was 
when it W1tS in that condition that I complained, 
and I think I was perfectly justified in complain· 
ing. I will not trouble to rea<l the section of 
the Savings Bank Act, becaust I do not think 
the fact is disputed in any way. I am gla<l to 
say that since my contention was made the hon. 
gentleman has complied with the law in this 
respect; so thttt on the 30th June of this year the 
proportion of fund" in vested in Government 
bank securities had risen to GD·3, or about 
£98,000 c:ver the minimum required by law. 
Now, wh1le the hon. gentleman h1.s brought him
self into compliance with the law in that respect 
he is just as bad as ever in reoard to the othc:; 
point that I raised at the endnof last year, and 
that is, that he is still using Savings Bank funr's 
for loan purposes without paying the stipu
lated 3 per cent. interest. I will just show that 
the Savings Bank fund on the 30th ,June, HJOO 
was £1,111,000, and inscribed stock £4,000. Tb~ 
total funds at credit were £1,115,000; that is not 
including the funds in vested in Government 
securities. Now, from a statement of the public 
balances as on 30th June, 1900, which hell!. 
members will find on page 10 of the Treasurer's 
tabl,es, I find this : That that £1, llG, 000 of 
Savmgs Bank funds were invested in this way : 
There was legally in vested in Brisbane banks, as 
fixed deposits, £420,000. Some Lime ag-o the 
hon. member for Carpentatia, who was criticising 
this statement of mine, made earlier in the 
session, contended that there was in Brisbane 
banks, at fixed deposit, £750,000. He was quite 
correct as to the amount at fixed deposit, but if 
he will turn up the Auditor-Gem raJ's report on 
the Treasury notes, of date 17th July last, he will 
find that £250,000 of that total of £750,000 is 
Treasury notes money, and has nothing at all to do 
with _what I an; speaking of-namely, that there 
was m the Bnsbane banks £420,000 of Savings 
Bank money at fixed deposit. There was also at 
current s,ccount £170,000. That is altogether 
£590,000, which is tbe whole of the money out 
of that £1,115,000 in the hands of the Treasurer 
that he is using as the law stipulates that he 
shall use it. Now, in addition to that he was 
illegally using the following sums : In London be 
had £217,920, the loan fund overdrawn to the 
extent of £282,000, and trust funds overdrawn to 
the extent of £22,000, or a total of £525,000 used 
in a way that he has no right to use Swings 
Bank money unt1l he takes it over into loan 
money and pays 3 per cent for it. The hon. 
gentleman seems to think that that is a very 
trifling matter, but from the fignres I have. showi1 
it is manifest that he is taking from the Saving& 
Bank unfairly and illegally 1 per cent. on half-a-

million of money, and to show that that is illegal 
I will again quote from section 7 of the Savings 
Bank Act, which provides-·-

As to the remaining one-third part thereof, the 
Treasurer shall retain in his hands such portion as 
in his opinion is necessary for carrying out the 
ordinary bu.;;incss of the Government Sa,vings Bank, 
and shall plaue the same to the credit of an open 
account in h1s name \Yith one of the public banking 
companies carrying on business in Brisbane, and ltO 
money so reccivcrl as aforesaid shall be invested upon 
mortgage or dealt with in any other manner than is 
herein before and hereinafter autlloriscd. 
The Treasurer has absolutely no right to nee tbe 
Savings Bank funds in the way that he is using 
them without taking them into loan and paying-
3 per cent. for them. I complained of that la~,t 
year, and I have dealt with the matter again 
because I see that the Treasurer is still doing it
that the position is just the &ame as it was at 
the end of last year, with this further fault, that 
the Trnasurer has no necessity for doing it 
now. He had a loan authurised by Parliament at 
the end of last year, and could ha Ye taken up 
that with Savings Bank money as he required it 
for the purpose of financing tbe colony, without 
breaking the law at all. And yet be has gone on 
doing this, and, as I say, on the :iOth June, he 
was illegally using £500,000 of Savings Bank 
mon,·y. Now, since that time I notice from the 
Statement that the ban. ;::entkman hlls taken 
up another £150,0CO of the loan with Savings 
Bank money, and if he had taken up the other 
£150,000---

The TREASURER: vVe wi!l use that by and by. 
Mr. KIDSTOK: But if he had taken it up 

now he wou!rl1lot have the loan fund overdrawn. 
In the meantime, I say he has no right to use 
this money in this way, and I think the Act 
makes that abundantly clear. I would just like 
to HY that what I have 'aili before nn thi.s suhject 
has been misrepresented as if I was saying :--ome
tbi~g which militated against the security which 
devositorsin the Government Savings Bank have. 
I wish to show thut nothi11g which the Treasurer 
could do, nothing which the Savings Bank offi
cials could do, could in any way vitiate the 
absolute security which the depositors in the 
Savings Bank have. The whole resources of the 
Government are the security for every person 
who deposits money in that bank, and they 
cannot possibly in Queensland have greater 
security. Now, what I am complaining of is 
that the Treasurer is using the funds of the bank 
in a way that is distinct.!y forbidden by statute, 
and in a way which robs the bank of 1 per cent. 
upon the money so used. In the present instance 
it is 1 per cent. on £300,000. Now, I think it is 
nothing to the 'l'reasurer and it is to the ad van
tage of the bank--

'l'he TREASuRER : Do you want the bank to 
pay more interest? 

Mr. KIDSTON: No, I do not want the bank 
to pay more interest. The only fund,, available in 
the handsoftheSavingsBank managers for paying 
interest, is the interest that they receive from the 
GovRrnment, and it is just because some of the 
early inve,,tments in Government securities mu de 
from Savings Bank fund' were made a~ 4 per 
cent. that there is any surplus; that there is any 
possibility of working the Savings Bank and 
paying the depositors 3 per cent. And just in 
proportion as the amount of Savings Bank 
money, which is only getting2 per cent., bears to 
the amount which is getting 4 per cent.-just in 
that proportion do you les~en the clwnce of the 
Government Savings Bank being able to pay 
depositors 3 per cent. and carry on the business 
of the bank profitably. 

1\lr. :Fr:-;HER: Puy \vorkh_g e:\penRes. 
1Ir. KillSTON :·Yes, pay working t'X[Jenseo 

and carry on lmsine,,s profitably. So, I bold, if 
the Treasmer really thinks about the bank, and 
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the service the bank is to the people and the 
Government of Queensland, as highly as he spe;cks 
about it in his :b'inancinJ Statement, he should be 
careful to give the fullest encouragement tha,t he 
can give it according to la,w; and it is not asking 
him much to pay for Savings Bank funds the 
same rate of interest that he is prepared to pay 
for money in London. 

The TREASURJ<JR: You do not point out that 
all that money is bearing interest-the whole of 
the Savings Bank money is bearing interest. 
\Vhat other bank does that? 

Mr. KIDSTON : The law provides that all 
the money shall bear interest. 

The THEASt:RER : Oh, no. 
Mr. KIDSTON: But oh yes. 
The TREASURER: Except a certain amount. 
Mr. KIDSTON : It does not say anythino-

about a certain amount, but I must sav that th~ 
Savings Bank, or that the depositors in that 
Savings Bank, are not in a worse position than if 
they were banking with a private bank. 

The TREASUHER: They are in a better position. 
Mr. KIDSTON : I think that they are in a 

much .bett~r position,. I am only pointing out 
that, m domg the thmg that I am complaining 
of, the Treasurer iH, on the one hand, breaking 
the law, and, on the other hand, he is keeping 
1 per cent. from the manager< of the Savings 
Bank which he can legitimately pay them. I 
think that he ought to pay it; and if he wants 
to encourage and make the Savings Bank the 
institution which everyone desires it to be, I 
think he will try to do that in the future. Now, 
I want briefly to review the Estimates of expendi
ture which the hon. gentleman has given us, I 
am aware that it is proverbially difficult to dis
pute a 'I'reasurer's figures; but still I think that 
these-at least, those as to revenue-are unlikely 
to be realised. \Vhile I shonld be very glad to be 
able to think that they will be realised, I doubt 
if they will, and I will try to show why I 
donbt it. The hon. gentleman estimates an 
actual increase in the yectr's revenue over that of 
last year of .£G,1G4; bnt he knowsthattheactnal 
revenne that he will receive will be .£1,000,000 
short of the revenue--

The THEASUREH : Oh, no ! 
Mr. KIDS TON : If you are £800,000 short in 

Customs and excise, and if the :Federal Govern
ment take over the post and telegraph office as 
they are likely to do in February or March,' on 
the actual figures you are likely to have about 
£1,000,000 less than you have estimftted. But I 
am taking what the hon. gentleman expects to 
receive as revenue for the whole year; and I may 
say that so far as I can see the hon. gentleman 
will be a long way short on the 30th of next 
June. I regret that ; I should be very glad to 
believe that the result will be otherwise: but I 
am quite unable to go with the hon. gentleman 
in this matter. I shall now take the matter 
somewhat in detail to show why I do not think 
the hon. gentleman's estimate will be realised. 
In the first place, as to taxation-the hon. gentle
man estunates a falling off in taxation of £36 000 
as compared with last year. Now, when' we 
co,nsider tha~ the revenue, not only shows a 
fmrly steady mcrease, but a very large increase 
for the last six years, averaging .£100,000 a year. 
The average increase for the last two years has 
been over £200,000, and last year the increase 
was actually £234,000. On those figures the 
estnnate that the hem, gentleman has given 
us of a falling off of .£3(i,OOO seems to be unac
conntably low; and yet when we take it in detail 
it sePms to be too high. J<'or itistance, in regard to 
the Customs, the hon. gentleman estimated that 
the Customs will yield £~8,000 more than last 
year. ~ ow, there has been a very gratifying 
mcrease m the Customs for the last three years. 
In 1897·98 the increase was £8,662; in 189R-99 

the increase over the previous year was .£160,000 
and last year, 189!!-1900, the inurease was 
.£93, 763 ; and yet, although that is true, I think 
present indications point to a very serious 
falling off in the receipts from the Customs. 
For instance, take the four quarters of last year ; 
in the first quarter of the year the increase on 
the corresponding qnarter of the previous year 
was .£48,000; in the second quarter it was only 
.£18,000; in the third quarter it was £23,000, 
and in the la'lt quarter of the year it fell to 
.£4,220. And if we take the whole three years, 
we see that the increase really began in the 
last quarter of 1897-!JS, that it reached its 
maximum in the middle period, 1898-!!9, and 
that it fell off last year nntil, in the last 
quarter of last year, it was only .£4,000. I 
find that the returns for this year, so far as it 

has gone, seem to accentuate the 
[7 p.m.] fnlling off indicated by the figures 

for the previous three years. 1 find 
that for the month just closed there is an actual 
falling off, as compared with the corresponding 
month of last year, of .£3,500. And while it is 
true that taking the two months of thi>' year that 
have gone there is an increase of some £7,000 on 
the corresponding period last year, I think it is 
unmistakable that in the returns from the 
Customs for the last three year", there are 
evident indicationo that the tendency is down
ward. \Vhen we consider the condition of a 
large portion of the vV estern country, and what 
is indicated by the Very sharp fall that has taken 
place in mil way receipts, I think a fall in 
the amount to be received from Customs 
this year is mnch more likely than the increase 
of £38,000 which the 'l'reasurer has estimated. 
Taking stamps, the 'I'rea,urer's estimate is really 
a decrease of .£7ii,OOO on last year's receipts. 
'l'hat seems to be allowing for a very l~rge de
crease, but when yon consider that last year's 
inm·ease of .£124,000 was altogether abnormal, 
and that £122,000 of that increase was actually 
received in the second quarter of the last fimtncial 
year, that there waJ a falling off of .£80 in the 
third qnarter, and a further falling off of £3,300 
in the fourth quarter of the year, and that in 
the two months that have alre"dy gone of this 
year there has been a falling off of .£2,600 on 
the corresponding two months of last year, it is 
unmistakable that the tendency is downwards in 
ttamp revenne. 

The TREASURER: I expect .£70,000 from one 
estate. 

Mr. KIDSTON : Another millionaire has 
died? 

The TnEASURER: \V e have not got all out of 
the last millionaire yet. 

i\Ir. KIDSTON : If that is so, and there is a 
likelihood of a lump receipt like that from one 
estate, it will, of course, alter the position very 
much. The variation in receipts from stamps 
has been very small; indeed there were only two 
increases in the last ten years-.£15,000 in 18U6-7 
and .£10,000 in 1898-D. I think the Treasurer 
should have given us the information in his State
ment he hab now given by interjection, be.cause 
from the figures I had before the Treasnrer mter
jected it seemed evident that th~ hon. gentleman 
was likely to be from £40,000 to .£50,000 short in 
his estimate. If what he says is correct, it will, 
of course, remedy that decrease which would 
have occurred in the stamp receipts. 

The THEASUHEH: \Ve made a claim of .£60,000 
or .£70,000. 

Mr. KIDSTON: Of course, if that is received 
the Trea,;urer may realise his eGtimate, and I 
think it probable 'be will more than realise it. 
The hon. gentleman e';timates an increase this 
year, under the head of territorial revenue, of 
£24,800. Last year the ir,crease was £43,000, 
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but £33,000 of that was received from the sale of 
mineral specimens, and there was actually a 
deficit in the P''storal revenue of last year. 

Hon. D. H. DALHHll'LE: A deficit? 
Mr. KIDSTON: An actual deficit on the 

previous year's receipts. As this year the 
'J'reasurer will not have any of those mineral 
specimens to sell, then aesuming other items 
remain about the same, he is likely to be short 
by £13,000. 

The TnEASURER: \Ve gave a remission of rentH 
last year for a certain period, and they will be 
paid this year. 

Mr. IG))STON: The hon. gentleman antici· 
pates an mcr·ease of £15,000 from rents, hut I 
notice that in the first two montlv, of this year 
tbere has been a decrease from this source of 
£2,600. 

The TREASURER: The rents are usually paid 
twice a year. 

Mr. KIDS TON: If I do not forget there has 
only once been an increase in that item in the 
last ten years, of £15,000, bnt what the Trea
surer !:as said may justify the estimate he has 
made, though I remark again that I think it is 
the duty of the hon. gentleman to say tbose 
things in his Financial Statement. Taking the 
pastoral revemw, I find that the Treasurer e;;ti
mates an increase of £22,000, and here again be 
has given ~o reason at all for sueh an anticipation. 
I submit that the fact~ and figure", so far a,s we 
!mow them, do nut justify that estimate. }'our 
years ago there was a steady falling off in rents 
uf run". Last year £'17,000 was reeeived less 
than in Ji'95-9fi. During the same period the 
mnnnnt received fur occupation licenses vvas 
increaeed by £13,000 more tha,n 1895-96. Ntill 
that was a shortage of £34,000 as compared 
with 18!l5-9G. l find that in two months in 
this year there has been a fnrther decrease in 
the same department of £3,700. Now, I would 
like to know what are the facts and figures 
which justify the Treasurer in anticipating 
this sudden rise of £22,000? I agk that mnre 
particularly in view of the present regrettable 
conditions in a large portion of our pastoral 
country. I cannot see on what the hon. gentle
man has ba·ed his estimate. I would be very 
pleased if that estimal e wa, likely to be realised, 
and ~f he has any information which justifies 
him m making such an e-;timate, I think it is 
exceedingly regrettable that he has not given 
that information to the C,•mmittee. 

The TREASUmm: Look at pagP 14, under the 
head of "Land Settlement." £31,000 was re
ceived last year; the same amount will be 
received again thif3 year. 

Mr. KIDSTON: I do not see anything there 
that would le Id me to alter the opi: iuns I have 
expressed. I criticise the hon. gentleman's 
estimates according to the best information I 
have at my command. \Vhile it is quite possible 
that _I may be wrong, I think it is my business 
to pomt out what I believe to be the fact3. The 
hon. gentleman e1timates a decrea•1e for this 
year of £2~),000 in railway rec-.:ipt:;. When we 
consider the ,•.tearly increase there h"s been in 
railway revenne for years back-la9t year for 
instance we received fr'om rail ways £491,000 more 
than in 1893-94-the fact that, the Treasurer 
anticipates a decre .se in this dep:crtment is sig
nificant that decreases may be expected in other 
'ources of revenue. I notice that the increase 
in 180R-DD, as compared with tbEl vrevimt8 year, 
was £1fi4,000--the increase being fairly efjual in 
thu two halve" of tlJe year. Last year the increase 
was £100,000, but of that amount £70,000 was 
earned in the firat half of the year, and only 
£30,000 in the "ecortd half, while for the tirst two 
months of the present tlnancial year there hao; 
actually been a decreace of £30,000 as colll]Jared 
with the corresponding period of the last year. 

And yet the Treasurer estimates that the decrease 
for the whole of this year will only be £26,000. 
\Vhen we consider the condition of the \V estern 
country, we must come to the conclusion that it 
will lead to a large reduction of railway receipts. 
For instance, on the Townsville line there has 
been an actual decrease ; during the last quarter 
of last year and during the first t1vo months 
of this year there has been a further falling off of 
£20,000. Then there must be a falling off 
in receipts on the Central line, owing to 
the condition of the back country. The 
Treasurer anticipates a small increase in the 
receipts on the Southern lines and on some of the 
minor Northern line,. \Vhile it is true that 
there is a brger proportion of the traffic in the 
South unaffected by the drought than is the case 
on the Northern and Central lines, yet it looks as 
if there will be a decrease even on the Southern 
lines. In the first two months of this year on 
the Southern lines there is an actual decrease of 
£6,500. 

The TREASURER: There will be a better wheat 
crop this year. 

Mr. KIDSTON: Yes; much of the Southern 
traffic is not at all affected by the drought, yet 
there is unmistakable evidence that there is 
likely to be a considerable falling off in rail way 
receipts even in the South. Now, as to what 
the Treasurer says of the minor Northern lines
and I think it is significant when the Treasurer 
has to t.urn his hopeful eyes to the receipts from 
the minor Northern lines. Now, amongst thc":e 
lines the Cairns Railway, with its increaee 
of 60 per cent. last year, and showing signs of 
further improvement, is the only one that there 
is much to hope from. And as the total receipts 
from that line last year only amounted to 
£23,000, I think the Tr0asurer is rather 
optimistic in his estimate of £1,422,000 from 
railways. He may have information at his com
mand which justifies him in making that esti
mate, but certainly the figures a\ailable to 
private members do not justify such an estimate, 
If the Treasurer had such information I think it 
is in every way regrettable that he did not give 
that information to the Committee when he was 
dealing with the different items. I ·am quite 
sure that, valuable as much of the information 
was in his Financial Statement, the information 
I no'v ref,;;r to would have been far more interest~ 
ing t<J many hon. members, and to a great many 
people outside who look upon our revenue pros
pects for the coming year with some little doubt 
The broad facts of the posHion as we now stand 
are these: The Treasurer estimates a revenue 
for this year of £6,164 more than last year, and 
for the first two months of the current year there 
has been a decrf':tse of £26,000, and owing 
to a Yery large increase in the expenditure 
during those two months the Treasurer is 
actually at the present moment £124,000 
worse off than he was at this time last 
year. Now, I should like to say a few 
words with regard to the hon. gentleman's esti
mate of expenditure. \Ve have an estimated 
increase of £31,000 in the expenditure, and when 
we consider that last year's expenditure was 
£516,000 over the expenditure for the previous 
year, and actually £17G,ODO over the estimate 
presented to the House, I think we may very 
well doubt if £31,000 wiH be all the increase in 
the expenditure for this year. \Vhile we may 
have very good rr'ason for doubting the hon. 
gentleman's estimate of revenne, I do not think 
we can have any reason ~o doubt that he will 
live up tJ his estimate of expenditure. Certainly, 
if the hon. gentleman fails this year to Jive up to 
his estimR.te of expenditure, it will be the first 
year that he has done so. The first year the 
hon. gentleman was Treasurer his actual 
expenditure exceeded his estimate by £47,800. 
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The second ye[tr the hon. gentleman was 
Treasurer his actual expenditure exceeded his esti
mate by £157,000, and last year the hon. gentle
man's actual expenditure exceeded his estimate 
by .£17G,OOO; so that I think we may have rea
son to question the accuracy of his forecast when 
he estimates an increase in expenditure for this 
year of only a modest .£31,000, especially as we 
find th:;t for the first two months of this year the 
expendtture has already inct·eased over the cor
responding two months of last year by £98,000, 
or three times the hon. gentleman's estimated 
increase for the whole of the current year. 

The TREASt:RE!t : Oh, no, you are wrong there. 
Mr. KIDS TON : I will repeat it again to see 

if I am wrong. During the first two months of 
the present year, the actual expendit.ure has been 
£98,000 more than the actual expenditure for the 
corresponding two months of last year. 

'J.'he TREASURE!\ : Yes. 
Mr. KIDSTON : That, I say, is three times 

more than the sum the hon. gentleman estimates 
as the increase for the whole of the current year. 

'rbe TnEASUREl\: No, you are wrong. 
Mr. KIDSTON : On page 9 of the Financial 

Statement, the hon. gentleman says he expects 
that the expenditure for 1D00-1901 will exceed 
the actual cash expenditure for last year by 
£31,320. 

'l'be TREAsum;n: That is correct. 
Mr. KIDSTON: If then the aclual expendi

ture for the fir:;t two months of this year has 
been £98,000 more than the actual expenditure 
for the first two months of last year, I say again 
the result so far is that the hon. gentleman's 
actual expenditure for the first two months of 
this year is three times more than his estimated 
increase for the whole twelve months. Surely 
.£!)8,000 is a liberal product of three time' 
.£31,000. 

The THEASt:HER: You forget that we were 
spending money htst year at the rate of .£200,000 
less than we are expending this year. 

Mr. KID8TON : I am not discussing the 
rightnes.s or wrongness of it, but I would ask 
what is the good of such estimates of exJ,endi· 
ture? If the bon. gentleman exceeds his estimate 
nf expenditure by £47,000 in one year, by 
£159,000 the next year, and by .£176,000 the 
following year, and the first two months of the 
fourth year he exceeds it by £[)8,000--

The TnEASUHElt: Not theestimate for this year. 
Mr. KIDSTON: \Vhat, I ask, is the good of 

such Estimates? Is the hon. gentleman really 
serious in making them? 

The TRJ>JASUHER: The £147,000 was explained, 
and so were the other items. 

1\fr. KIDS TON : I am not saying that the 
increases were not justified. I am asking what 
is the good of giving us an estimate which is 
exceeded to such an enormous extent? Surely 
the hon. gentleman has some control over the 
expenditure. 

The TrmASUilER: I have no control over the 
war. 

Mr. KIDSTON : I am not sure whether the 
hon. gentlemen had not some control over the war 
expenditure. However, that is by the way. I now 
want to refer to the enormous increaseB in what 
you may call the expenditure for governmental 
purposes in Queensland. I find that the expen· 
diture has increased .£1,232,000 in five years; 
that is to say, we spent £1,232,000 more last year 
than we did in 1894-5. And when we consider 
that the loan expenditure during those five 
years has increased £953,000, we find that the 
total incn.1se in governmental expenditure 
during last year was .£2,184,000 more than 
it was in 18D4-5. In other words, the govern
mental expenditure last year was over .£11 
per head of the population, or very nearly 
£1 per week for every family in the colony. 

Is it any wonder, when the Government are 
spending all that money, that there 

[7 ·30 p.m.] was something resembling pros-
perity in Queensland? \Vhether 

there may not be a relapse after it is another 
question, but it is not ,·ery remarkable that 
things boomed a little when the Government 
were spending almost .£1 per week per family. 
I am not saying that a large expenditure is 
necessarily bad, not even when it is increasing 
so rapidly as it has done in Queensland during 
the last five years. I think that will be deter
mined largely by the purposes for which the 
expenditure has been incurred. The expLnditure 
may increase even more rapidly than it has with 
us; it may even be more per bead, and yet be a 
very wise and profitable increase in the end. I 
want to bdefly examine what has been the 
na.ture of the increase of exr•enditure that has 
taken place in Queensland, and to see whether 
it was merely for whao we might call depart
mental purposm;·-for carrying on the Govern
ment, as you might say-or whether it was 
incurred for productive works, and to inct·ease 
the productivity of the col.my. 

'l'he 'l'm;ASUHE!t: The biggest item is the rail
ways. 

Mr. KID~TON: Yes; I will tell the bon. 
gentleman in a minute. I am going to give the 
increases ! hat have taken plac'"' in the various 
G-overntneut depal'trnentr; during the la.~t five 
year,,. Taking tirst what may be called the pro
ductive departments-that is, the Lands, lYiines, 
and Agricnltme-the increase was £BD,OOO dur
the last five years. The rail way ext>enditnre 
increased by £371,000, and the Post and Tele
graphs by .£64,000. That was a total iucrease of 
.£535,000. I nottced th:<t the railways expendi
ture last year increased by .£1G4,000, while the 
incrmcsed revenue was only .£100,000, so that 
they spent £1G4,000 to earn that extra .£100,000. 

The 'l'RF..ASt:RER: That was not good business. 
Mr. KIDS TON: It was not good business; 

but in such a department as the railways the 
expenditure might be in every way justifiable, 
and it may recoup itself after all; RO that, with
out going into details, the increased expenditure 
incurred in those departments may turn out a 
good thing for the colony through increasing the 
!Jruductivity of the colony. Now I come to what 
I call the non-productive departments. l!'or 
instance, the Uhief and Home Secretaries' 
Departments had an increa>ed expenditure 
during those five years of .£304,800. 'l'he 
Department of ,T ustice increased it, expenditure 
by £20,498. The Education Department in
creased its e.cpenditme by .£74,000, and the 
\Yorks Department-and it is to he remembered 
that this was merely for departmental works
increased its expenditure by £105,000. 

The TREASt:Hlm: There were a lot of schools 
in that. 

Mr. KIDSTON: It was for carrying on the 
departments. You see I rlraw a distinction 
between departmental works and those which 
help to develop the colony. The Treasurer's 
Department increased its expenditure by 
£G9,000, and in the Schedules and the Auditor
General's Dep9,rtment there was an increase of 
£39,000-or a total increase in those non-pro· 
ductive departments of £613,000. That was an 
increase J>Urely in the cost of governing the 
colony. It cost the people of Queensland 
£G1:~,000 more last year to govern the colony 
than it did five years ago. Thf'n let me give hon. 
members three figures, which will illustrate what 
a very large inC'rease that wae, The Treasurer 
told ccs in the course of his Statement that tbo 
incre~we in the population chtring the same five 
yea m had been 1 b per cent. 1 think he said 
14 '3 per cent., but I ,hall call it 15 per cent. He 
also said that the increase in our trade during 
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the same period had been 42'44 per cent., and he 
instanced that-and legitimately instanced it-as 
showing the great development of the tmde of 
(~neensland in proportion to its population. There 
was an increase of 42 per cent. in our trade during 
~ ve remarkably prosperous years, but the increase 
m the cost of government during those five years 
was 117~ per cent. I think that no hon. member 
can fairly consider those fignres without coming 
to the conclusion that it is hL:h time that some 
honest effort was made to stop the growth in what 
we may c.cll purely governmental expenditure. I 
am quitE aware that the Treasurer is not alone to 
blame in this matter-that probably every member 
of the House is blamable in a greater or lesser 
degree. I suppose we all plead with thehon. gentle
man to do this, that, and the other thing in our 
electorates, but, at the same time, I can hardly 
think the.t the Treasurer has exercised any very 
firm hand in the directir,n of limiting the expendi
ture. It hae increased by le<>ps and bounds. 

The TREASUHER : I wish you could see the 
J~stimates when I first get them from the 
different departments. 

Mr. KIDSTON: Yes, I have heard the hon. 
gentleman blamed more than once for the 
remorseless way in which he has cut down 
Bstimates which ha\ e becm submitted by the 
departments, but the figures I have given show 
that he would have been justified in cutting· them 
down even more rernoroelessly. I do not know 
an:7 country in the world where it costs so much 
to carry on the Government. I want to say 
a few words now about the loan fund, and 
I would like to draw the attention of the 
Treasurer to a mistake that seems to have taken 
place in the first paragraph. It begins on 
page 10, and goes ovRr on to page 11. I do 
not know where the mistake is, but there seems 
to be a mistake of smm: £30,000. Probably I 
am making it myself, but I do not see it. 
The hon. gentleman s'ys that the loan balance 
on the 1st July, l~lJ9, was £1,682,074, and that 
the repayments to the loan fund were £159,000, 
that the debentures taken up by the Government 
Savings Bank were £750,000, the arr,ount taken up 
by the trustee" of the public debt reduction fund 
was £150,000, and the debentures taken up by 
the Government Savings Bank inscribed stock 
was £125,000. That would make a total balance 
of £2,867,000. :::-low, the loan expenditure for the 
year he places at £1,182,000. That ought to 
leave a balance of £1,GS5,000. The hon. gentle
man says that the balance is £1,634,000, so that 
the balance seems to be short by £30,750. I am 
only taking the figures which the hon. gentleman 
has himself given, and that is the result I arrive 
at. The balance, I take it, should be £1,68?\,000, 
unless there are some items left out in his State
ment. Now, there is just another matter in 
connection with what the hon. gentleman says 
about the loan fund to which I would like to 
refer. In a reference which the hon. gentleman 
makes to some remarks of mine at the end of 
last year with regard to the loan fund he says, 
referring to the previous figures which I have 
just quoted, that as this would bring the loan 
balance rather low for the requirements of the 
colony, he had to get a Loan Act pa~sed. "What 
I would refer to is the delicate manner in which 
the hon. gentleman puts the matter. You must 
remember tha.t I tried to show at the end of last 
session that on 1st ,July, 18[)9, the loan fund "as 
actually overdrawn in Brisbane to the extent of 
£700,000, and that even when giving credit for 
loan money in London there was an actual wrong 
side balrmce of at least £307,000, and in reference 
to that the hon. gentleman says that the credit 
balance on 1st ,July, 18~9, was getting rather 
low. \Veil, I should think it was. I should say 
it was distinctly low. I wish to call the hon. 
gentleman's attention again to the fact that on 

the 1st July last the position was just as 
bad as it was last year. On page 10 of the 
Treasurer's tables we are shown that the credit 
balance of the loan account was £1,654,000, and 
we are also shown that the extended deposits in 
the bank-the loan money locked up in the bank 
--was £1,937,000. So that the only balance to 
the credit of the loan fund on the 1st July was a 
balance on the wrong side of £282,000. The hon. 
gentleman's faul~ on this occasi~n ~as much 
more venal than 1t was ttt the begmnmg of last 
year, because on this occasion he had au!hority 
from Parliament to float a loan, and h1s only 
fault was that he did not float it all before the 
1st ,July. I think he should have taken up 
another £300,000 from the Savings Bank fund 
and put it into loan even before the end of June, 
for the purpose of having the loan account in 
credit. I see that since the 1st July the hon. 
gentleman has taken up half of that money
£150 000- and put it into loan, but I think it 
was ~mistaKe that he did not take up the whole 
amount previous to 30th ,June. Now, I want 
to say a word as to the present position of the 
Treasurer in regard to available loan money. .I 
have said that on the 1st July there was a deb1t 
balance of £282,000 in the loan fund. He has 
floated a loan of £1,400,000 which realised, 
approximately, 91~ net, so that will produce 
£1,281,000 or thereabouts, and there is £300,000 
of the loan which can be taken up locally. That 
is £150,000 he has taken up since July, and 
another £150,000 he has still to take up. That 
really will give him £1,581,000, less £282,000, or 
£1,298,000 of loan money available for the 
purposes of the present year. .He propos.es ~o 
spend this year from loan £1,683,000, whiCh JS 

considerably more lo9n money than he has 
available. ·Of course one's estimates are not 
very often borne out, but suppo•e his actual loan 
expenditure is approximately the ear:1e as it was 
last year, then, I ask, what prospect 1s there of a 
Government railway policy being initiated with
out a fresh loan? I do not "ee that there is the 
remotest chance of building any Government 
rail ways unless the hon. gentleman brings in a 
fresh Loan Bill this year. 

The TREASURER: 'y on cannot build railways 
unless you get a Loan Bill through. 

Mr. KIDSTON : I do not think you can build 
any mih,-t~ys unless you get a new Loan Bill 
through, and I think it is eminently desirabl~ to 
build a considerable number of railways. I thmk 
if the Government of Queemland have any 
special duty at the present time it is to initiate 
what is called a spirited public works policy. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: A spirited borrow
ingpolicy. 

Mr. KIDSTON: No, I will tell you what I 
propose. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: But you said we 
could not make a railway without a loan. 

Mr. KIDSTON: You bad better wait until I 
have done. I think that the condition of 
Queenslanc:l, although by no means bad, is really 
such as demands from the Government a very 
distinct policy in regard to reproductive public 
works; and I do not think the Government should 
delay in initiating it. I do not mean by snc;h 
public works as new lands office and post office 111 
Brisbane or anywhere else. I wish to draw spemal 
attention to this fact, that seeing the demand 
an cl the need that there is throughout so many 
districts in Queensland for public works of a 
reproductive char2.cter, and our limited power 
to meet such demands, the very first duty of the 
G<lVernment is to sharply and severely stop all 
loan expenditure except on public works of a 
reproductive character. On reference to the Loan 
Estimates I find there is some £80,000 down for 
defence purposes. Now, I believe that the 
people of Queensland ought to spend more money 
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for defence purposes than they have spent, 
but I think that the money should come 
out of revenue. I think it is improper; 
it is wrong to spend loan money on rifles 
that may bP obsolete in a few years, and on gun
powder that may be fired away a mouth after 
you g<et it. I think that the greater part of 
£80,000 of loan money pnt down for defence pur
poses, if it has to be spent, should be spent out 
of revenue. The Hon. Chief Secretary told us 
that it was the duty of the colony to provide for 
its defences. I have stated over and over again 
in this House--and I say it here now-that it is 
our duty to pay that out of our own pockets, and 
not out of the pockets of "Uncle Sam" or 
"Uncle ;J uhn " in London. There is another 
item, that of immigration, which I do not think 
ought to be spent out of loan money. As a 
matter of fact, I do not think we have any right 
to spend £50,~00 on immigration from any source 
just now. 

The CHIEP SECRETARY : The best spent money 
of the lot. 

Mr. KIDSTON: The hon. gentleman will 
allow me to differ with him on that head. I 
have no objection to immigration if it is con
ducted on a proper system, but I distinctly 
object-in view of what we have been told by 
the Treasurer and many hon. members on the 
other side of the House as to the probable con
dition of our W 8stern country during the next 
twelve or eighteen months-to the people of 
Queensland being called upon to pay £50,000 
this year for immigration. Then there are two 
other items of loan expenditnre which amount 
to £380,000-namely, a new lands office and a post 
office in Brisbane. I claim that that might be 
quite legitimate expenditure under certain 
conditions, but I do not think it is legiti
mate expenditure under the present condi
tions. If the Hon. the Treasurer will go 
and see the site of the lands office fronting 
the river, and if he will go down and see the 
position of the post and telegraph office he will 
see that all the extra accommodation required in 
those two departments could probably be given 
for a cost of £30,000. I do not say that the 
lands office is everything that is desirable, but 
we cannot afford at the present time to lavish 
loan money where it can be saved. I say that 
the spending of £380,000 on a land office and a 
post office in Brisbane-I am not referring to the 
fact that it is in Brisbane, but to the fact that 
as much accommodation as is required could be 
provided for a very small part of that sum-I say 
the expenditure of £380,000 for such a purpose is 
a misappropriation of loan money. There are a 
considerable number of loan items that when we 
come to discuss them in detail may be objected 
to on the same grounds. I think it is spending 
nearly £500,000 of loan money which will 
not produce anything at all. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : The amount is spread over 
several years. 

Mr. KIDSTON: I think the hon. fentleman 
should .stop this wasteful and improper expendi
ture of loan money. I have said it is the duty 
of the Government to initiate public works of a 
reproductive character ; and I was told by the 
Treasurer that it will necessitate another loan. 
I think it will necessitate another loan, and I 
wish to point out this: I believe that the 
hon. gentleman, if be will float a loan for 
£1,500,000, can take it all up from funds that 
are, or will be, in the hands of the Govern
ment within the next year without going to 
London for a penny of it. And I think I 
can show that in doing that he will save 
somewhere about £16,000 a year in interest, 
as compared with what he would have to pay 
if he went to London for that money at the 
present time. I would like to show, briefly, how 

I think it can be done. First, in regard to the 
Treasury notes account. There is, in regard to 
this ~ccount, a sum of £:!88,833, which is 
advanced to a number of the banks at 2 per 
cent., and the interest which we get on that is 
£7,300. 'l'here is another sum of £250,000 on 
fixed deposit in the banks at 2~ per cent., and we 
are paid £G,250 a year for that; and then there 
is surplus g"ld lying in the Treasury amounting 
to £248,000, which earns no interest at all. 
That is a total of £88G,900, for which the Govern
ment receives an annual interest of £14,000. I 

believe that in addition to that, 
[8 p.m.] between now and the end of the 

year, srmcthing over £1)00,000 can 
be taken out of the Swings Bank funds into loan 
account with perfect safety as to the working of 
the bank. That would give the Treasurer a fund of 
£1,500,000, and to get the same amount of money 
in London it would require a loan of some 
£1,639,000 to be floated at the price of last loan, 
and at 3 per cent. interest that would be an 
annual charge of £49,000. If we were to lose the 
interest on the £886,000 of Treasury notes funds 
wbich is £14,000, and paid 3 per cent. on 
£G3:l,OOO of Savings Bank money, £18,!!\JO, or a 
total of £3:>,000 a year, that would represent a 
saving of £1G,OOO a year compared with what we 
would have to pay if we got the money in Lon
don. I know that objections will be raised to 
this kind of thing. It will be said that it would 
be improper to use Treasury note money for 
loan purposes, but the Treasury Notes Act of 
1893 distinctly prr,vides that this can be done. 
Clause 4 of the Act reads th11s-

Thc Governor in Council may from time to issue 
and apply any sum or sums of rnoney to arise from any 
such rrreasury notes to any service authorised to be 
defrayed out 1,f the consolidated revenue of tlw colony 
or out of a loan authorised by Parliament. 
So that it would be a perfectly legal and proper 
thing for the Treasurer to t,,ke to loan this sum 
of £800,000. 

'fhe CH!El!' SECRETARY: It might be legal, but 
not judicious. 

Hon. D. H. D,uRDIPLE : To borrow his own 
notes. 

Mr. KIDSTON: If the hon. member for 
Mackay deposits £GOO in one of the banks down 
the street, for which he receives interest, the 
bank does not allow it to remain there. The 
bank lends it out and uses the money, and I say 
it is the intention of the Treasury Notes Act that 
the 'rreasurer should do the same thing with the 
gold he receives in the Treasury. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: Only a portion of it. 
The CHIEF SEORE'!'ARY : Y on mnst keep a 

cash reserve. 
An HONOURABLE MEMBER: One-fourth only. 
Mr. KIDSTON: Only a portion of it, the 

hon. member says, but I h'we distinctly refrained 
from meddling with lhat one-fourth. I have left 
that one-fourth required by law to provide gold 
for the notes when presented for payment. lt is 
a part of the Treasury Notes Act that the 
Treasurer shall retain in the Treasury, in gold, 
one-fourth of the total issue of Treasury notes, 
so that every man who gets them may have con
fidence that he can get a sovereign for his note 
whenever he wants it. That is the only way in 
which you can prevent the notes depreciating. 
~'he Act of 1SB3 says that one-fourth of the total 
note issue shall be kept in gold as a guarantee to 
the holders of the notes ; and I do not propose to 
make that gur1rantee any less, or to take away 
any gold to reduce thrtt one-fourth. I propose to 
keep that one-fourth in the Treasury still ; but 
in the meantime, in addition to that one-fourth 
of the total note isBue, the Treasury has at the 
Treasury 240,000 sovereigns over and above that 
one-fourth required by law. 

The TREASURER: Not now. 
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Mr. KIDSTON: On the lOth July that was 
the amoun~. \Vith regard to another objection, 
that the usmg of the Treasury note fundB might 
deprecinte public confidence in our note iBoue I 
would like to read this from "Papers on Banki~g 
and Finance. j' 

The TREASURER: Is that "The Melbourne 
Banking Record " ? 

Mr. KIDSTON: ::"ro, it is a book I gpt in the 
library. I do not quote it as an authority, but 
aR common sense-~ 

'l~he ordinary note rests either on the secnrity of 
Rharelwlders, or that of a pnvate banker; but notes 
issued only against a deposit of l~n':lish Go\·ernment 
stock would re-st on security as st~tble ns the credit of 
the country ihelf. This is really the principle on 
which the Bank of England i£ allm.ved to issne a large 
proportion of its notes-money borrowed by the Govern
ment. 'fhe credit of the ermntry is therefore pledged 
for that snm to the nank of England, and it i_, difficult 
to see on what gl'onnd nn objection can be tuken to 
carrying out this principle. Every investor in the funds 
is seen red by the gnarantee of England. 

Such security for a note issue is preferable to the 
coUective security of sharcho1r1er.'3, hmvever numerous, 
of any b~nk. 

Now, I say that the security of the Queensland 
Government notes must be bet\er than the 
security for the notes of any corporation trading 
in Queensland. It is necessary to have a backmg 
of gold in the Tn""1sury, so that if any note is 
presented for payment it can be redeemed in 
gold at any time, and the Act provides that the 
amount to be reserved for this purpose shall be 
not le>,s than 25 per cent. of the total note issue. 
I do not suggest that there should be any rerlnc 
tion in that amount, but instead of lending 
'rreasnry note money to the bank we should lend 
it to a better security-to the Government. I 
suppose the bank will earn the interest by lend
ing the money out, but the Government, instead 
of paying 3 per cent. and a big premium in 
London, can use its own money. That is all 
I am proposing. An objection that I can see in 
the Chid Secretary's eye is that the banks 
would object, but I think the banks would have 
a good cheek to object. I think the Govemment 
has been exceedingly good to the banks in the 
colony, 

The CHIEF SEom;TARY : There is a coin reserve 
fund. 

l'v'Ir. KIDSTON: I think I have made it clear 
that the Treasury Notes Act provides for a. reserve 
of 25 per cent. of the total issue being kept in 
gold in the Treasury, and I do not suggest that 
that security should be le3sened in any way. On 
the 1st July, the Chief Secretary must under
stand that, in addition to the 25 per cent. on the 
total issue, the Government had in hand 
£886,000 in Treasury note money. It is that that I 
propose should be used, and not the 23 oer cont. 
As to the statement of the Chief Secr~tary, the 
only interest the JJUblic have in the matter is 
to get their paper money converted into gold 
when they want it, and so long as the 2il per cent, 
is in the Treaeury, there can be no fear that 
there will not be ampie money to meet all 
requirements, or that there will not be ample 
security fur all Queensland Treasury notes. 
There are a number of other matters in the 
fltatement that I would have liked to refer to, 
but I shall not touch upon them now. I hope 
the hon. ~entleman will adopt my suggestion 
with regard to loan money ; that he will, at an 
early date, initiate such a system as I have 
suggested. If he will proceed with works of a 
reproductive character, so as to increase the 
•lhar.ces-for I believe that will very largely 
,llcre:>se the chances-of realising his estimate of 
revenue, the sooner he does so, the better it will 
be for the colony. 

HONOURABLE l\fEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BAR'l'HOLOMEW (Mar·piJO?·ough) : In 
addre,sing the electors in Maryborough before 
the House met, I told them that I bad no inten
tion to assist in the flood of talk that bad been 
indulged in previously, and that I would assist 
in getting business through. \Ve have been here 
for six weeks, and we have done nothing. I 
hope, for the remainder of the session, tha.t we 
will work at an accelerated speed. It is not my 
intention to wade through the whole of the 
Financial Statement, but I wish to make a few 
remarks on some points in it. I think the State
ment is :>atisffrctory to the 'I.'reasurer, and to the 
colony at large, but there is one disappointing 
feattlre in it with regard to land settlement. 
\Vith regard to homesteads the Treasurer says 
there is a decrease in number of 133, aml in an 
area of 38,065 acres. I may state that a great 
deal of land settlement has taken place in my 
district. On looking into the statistics of the 
Lands Department I found that there was a 
great increase in the number of agricultural 
homesteads taken up in the Maryborough and 
Burnett districts. In theN anango district-the 
Lower Burnett- in 18!JR, there were 23 agricul
tural farms taken up, totalling 8,641 acres; in 
1 899, 203, totalling 4/i, 711 acres ; in 1898 there 
were fi3 agricultural homesteads taken up, total
ling 1G,520 acres; in 1809, 111, totalling 26,592. 
The unconditional selections in 18()8 taken np 
were 3, totalling 640 acres, and in 1899, 
32, totalling 10,452 acres, making an aggre
gate total of 107,556 acres taken up. If any 
other land is thrown open there it will be taken 
up, In the Burnett we have a second Darling 
Downs. There are no less than 12 cattle 
stations in the Lower Burnett, and in 1901 
168,320 acres will be resumable, and the leases 
which will expire in 1901 will comprise !JG,OOO 
acres, making n total of 264,320 acres, which can 
be resumed by the Government, fit for agricul
tural, grazing, or dairying purposes. 

Mr. JENKINSON: It will all be selected. 
Mr. BARTHOLOMEW: Yes, it will all he 

selecteil, and I am sure that if we have railway 
communication with that part the Treasurer will 
not only have an increa~ed land revenue, but 
also an increaserl revenue through the Customs. 
The population of Bunya Bunya is recknned at 
about 1,500, and they are only struggling to make 
a living at the present time, because they cannot 
get their produce to market at a deceut price, 
having to cart it about seventy Idles. I men
tion this, not so much to show the necessity of a 
railway being built there, as to show that our 
district is assisting the colony in the way 
of close settlement. About one-eighth of the 
whole of the agricultural farms taken up in 
the whole colony have been taken UF in the 
Lower Burnett, and as we are now having 
immigration we can successfully treat with 
farmers coming from the old conntry, and not 
have them waiting for land to be thrown open 
to selection. I hope the .Ministry are sincere in 
trying to get the lands of the Bnrnett thrown 
open to the people, and, if they are, I believe it 
will be found that wba.t has b0,en said _by the 
members for Maryborongh and district will be 
fully verified. \Vith regard to loans, there is no 
doubt that the existence of war has been the 
means of making tight the money market at 
home; but when the war is over I do not think 
there will be any difficulty in our again bor
rowing with advantage, as we have done in 
former years. Borrowing is only justifiable 
when there is an increase in revenue or a de
crease in expenditure, and in the past an 
increased revenue has enabled the Treasurer to 
borrow. In 1896-7 the revenue of the colony was 
£3,613,150, and in 1899-1900 it was .£4,580,207, 
or an increase of .£975,057. We have pessi
mists in this House and outside who feel 
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disappointed at our rebuff over the last loan, but 
if we look back at the history of the colony we 
shall find that we have suffered in the same 
way on former occasions. In 1890 our 3~ per 
cents. only realised £87 6s. ld., the following 
loan realised £D8 14.<., and some of our 4 
per cents. have only realised .£87 15s. I do 
not think we need be afraid for the future. 
After things settle down in the old country 
we shall be able to go along smoothly, and 
borrow with advantage. I would suggest to the 
Treasnrer that our loans should be open to cola· 
nial as well as to British subscribers. If they 
were we should srwe flotation charges, and keep 
the interest in the colony among our own people, 
and borrowing among ourselves would not make 
us any poorer. It would be only one part of 
society lending to the other, or to the people ag a 
community. Some people contend that we want 
all our own money for trade purposes. I do not 
think so, because the banks in the colony have 
very large reserves. The reserves in Australian 
banks are far bigger than the reserves in banks in 
the oln country, find there are thousands upon 
thousands of pounds in Queensland only waiting 
for investment. Other colonies down south have 
been able to float loans successfuilv on their own 
markets, and I think we should "try to do the 
same thing in Queensland. Tbe Victorian 
Treasurer, in his recent Budget Speech, said-

I propose a loan expenditure this vear, altogether 
from our own borro\\ ings, of £1,286,006. 
And the previous year the Government of that 
colony hc,rrowed £500,000, at 3 per cent., from 
their own people. The minimum was fixed at 
.£96, and the loan realised £96 Gs. for every £100, 
and we only got .£94 in the London market. 
New South W aleo~ is also placing a loan of 
.£500,000 on the local market; and why should 
not Queensland do the same? vVith reference to 
exports and imports, I am afraid that on account 
of the seasons we have had out in the vVestern 
country it will be the duty of the Government 
and of this House to assist the development of 
the coast in the way of close settlement, and in 
the way of trade. Trade and commerce open up 
a very hig question, hut it is one we should not 
shirk. New South \V ales is. a freetrade colony, 
but they protect themselves m many ways. The 
rates for the carriage of produce by rail in that 
colony are cheaper than they are in Queensland, 
and that to a large extent nullifies our p.rotection 
duties against them. Their harbour dues are 
also less than ours. But nnder federation there 
will be uniformity in these matters in all the 
colonies. There will be no preferential or 
differential rates. 

Mr. JENKINSON: Not on the railways? 
Mr. BAR'rHOLOMEW: No, not on the 

railways. If the hon. member will look at the 
Commonwealth Act he will find that there is to 
be a commission appointed to deal with that 
matter. Of course there will be developing 
rates, but they are very different from differ
ential or preferential rates. I consider that thBre 
is an omission from the Federal Constitution, 
inasmuch as it does not provide for the Federal 
Parliament dealing with factory legislation. 
We know very well that if wages are different 
in different States, the one which pays the lower 
rates will have a great pull over the other,. 
There should therefore be uniformity in factory 
legislation. Employers in all parts of the world 
are humane, ann all they ask is that there may he 

a fair and equal fight between them. 
[8·30 p.m.] At a conference of r1rotectionists 

held in Sydney when representatives 
from all the colonies met, it was decided that 
the following provision should be inserted :-

That legislation should be enacted for the protection 
of all workers in factories and shops by means of boards 
of individual trades, whereon an equal number of 

employers and employees shall determine all questions 
of hours, wages. piecework and ovenime rates, trades' 
customs, etc., having :regard to the interests of both 
employers and employees, and by which the Government 
wouhl enforce thr deei~ions of such board, and penalise 
any infraction thereof. 'l'ha.t as a mra,ns of protection 
to ou1· workmen against the debasing and dunoralising 
competition of Cllinese and other Asiatics now manu
facturing in our midst, all fnrnitnre ~md other produc
tions of snch Asialie.;:; should bn prominently and 
indelibly ~tamped with a brand indicating the fact that 
they are so manufantnred. 

1'\ ow, I underHtand that in Victoria they have 
pretty well done awa)' with outside work in C'lTl· 

nection with the factorie ', hnt in 1'\ 8''' South 
\Vale» they ;,·:e allowed to manufacture outside, 
and that lead' to a lot of sweating. Now, if we 
had a Factorie3 Act which would apply to all 
the coionieo, cveq colonv would then be on an 
equal footing With the rest, and steps Bhoulc1 be 
taken bv this House to get this matter rectified. 
Our Factorits Act wants amending in many 
ways, and I shall he glad to assist in making it 
more satisfactory to the people of this colony. 
If we have to pay more 1vages in Qneen,land 
than they pay in the other colonies, it gives 
them protection as against us. The next thing 
I wish to speak upon is the settlement of indus
trial di"putf'.. \V e all know that such disputes 
as that which is going on now at Ipswich are the 
means of diverting trade from a district or from 
a colony, and that it is a difficnlt matter to 
afterwards regain that tr:tde. \Ye have had 
schemes f<>r conciliation and arbitration legisla
tion foreshadowed in tile other c 1lonies, and I 
would like to draw attention to the very simple 
solution of the difficulty in Denmark. The 
scheme adopted there is as follows:-

All suits whatever, without regard to the. amounts 
involvt~d, must lJe. in the first place, brought before 
these courts. The judge takes down the oral complaint 
of the plaintiff and defendant's oral defer_ ce, and 
renders judgment acconliugly. It', however, either of 
the parties is dissatisfied \rith the judgment, the judge 
refers the case to t.he rp!,~:nlar eourts, in which courts, 
however, no other m idence i~ allowed to be introduced 
but that which was Jaid before the judge sitting in the 
courts of conciliation. 
The consequence is that in Denmark there is 
very seldom an appeal to the higher court, and a 
lot of litigation is thereby vrevented. Tbe next 
protection which the other colonies will have as 
against us is in regard to loans to farmers. In 
the southern colonie', the farmers are able to 
borrow money from the State at cheap rates. 

. :iYir. FISHER : Y on are coming round to our 
view now, 

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW: It is impossible for 
our farmers to compete with those in the 
southern colonies unless we place them on an 
equal footing in regard to getting loans at a low 
rate of interest. In V1ctoria they advance two
thirds of the value of the property, tbe interest 
charged being 4~ per cent. The re]Jayments of 
principal and interest amount to 6 per cent. per 
annum, the time for repayment is thirty-one and 
a-half years, and the value of the bonds that have 
been issued is .£1,000,000, and the Treasurer 
of Victoria points out that there were only £100 
of arrears. In New Zealm.d thev have the 
Advanceo to Settlers Act, under "which thev 
have authorised 8,452 advances, amounting to 
.£±,359,983, and the pa,yments by the mort
gagors have been highly satisfactory. In order 
to decide which is the hest system to adopt, 
I would suggest that the Government should 
appoint a select committee to inquire into the 
different schemes, and then legislation could be 
introduced dealing with the subject. The next 
thing to which I wish to refer is harbour im
provement•. If we wish to compete with tbe 
other colonies, we must see that our h>trbours 
are improved, so that large vessels can come 
here, and that they charge no higher freights 
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than are paid in the other colonies. The har
bour bm rd, should h:we the foreshores given to 
them, or ca'h in lieu thereof, and they should 
also have the power to borrow money. I hope 
that this House will now start tJ work. vVe 
need not sit up lat,e to get through the business 
we haYe before us. \Ve have Yery important 
business affecting this colony to consider. In 
fact I believe this is the most important session 
that has ever been held. \Ve hr.ve private rail
WD.ys to consider; we have State rail ways to 
bring forward, and we have all the federal matters 
to discuss. 

Mlc>!BERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BARTHOLOMEW: And I hope that 

those hon. members on the other side who cry, 
" Hear, hear ! " will assist to get the business 
through. 

After a pause-
Mr. FISHER (Gyrnpic) said: There seems to 

be a chronic tired feeling coming over the Com
mittee. It is just as well that we should get 
through the business, as the hon gentleman hots 
said. It has become a feature of these debates 
that the Treasurer is to be congratulated upon his 
Financial Statement, and that the colony is to 
he congratulated on the position it occupies 
financially. I am inclined to think that the 
compliment to the Treasurer is well merited, 
as the Statement that hots been put before 
us is well got up. The hrm. gent.!eman 
is to be congratulated on his production, 
but I am somewhat in doubt as to whether the 
colony is in the prosperous C<mdition that the 
Statement seems to indicate. I c~rtainly am of 
opinion that the Hperience of the first two 
months of the present financial year indicate to 
any person who watches events carefully lhat we 
are n<Jt likely to he in the sotme good position at 
the end of the current financial year that we have 
been in during the last two years. I am as 
anxious as any hon. member that the colony 
should continue prosperous, but I do not think, 
from the evidence that has been produced, and 
from the careful analysis of preceding years 
which has been made by the hon. n,ember for 
Rockhamptnn, that the Treasurer can reasonably 
expect to receive the revenue that he at present 
estimate,. I feel sure of this that if we fail to realise 
the revenue otnticipated, no provision has been 
made for cntting down expenditure, or f,r extra 
taxation, though I certaitlly think the country 
would resent taxation, and would complain a 
good deal over any retrenchment scheme. I 
certainly hope that circumstances during the 
lottter part of the year will so turn out as to 
defeat any pessimistic feeling which hon. mem
bers may hold at the present time, and that the 
Treasurer will be able to meet Parliament next 
year with a Financial Statement which bears out 
his estimate. I sh:11l not deal at length with 
the financial affairs of the colony, which have 
been so ably handled by the hon. member for 
Rockhampton, Mr. Kidston, but I wish to point 
out, in connection with the Savings Bank, that 
the Tre:1surer has in it one of the finest loan 
offices that could be found in any portion of the 
world. For the last few years the deposits 
have been so much larger than the wi\h<1raw:>ls, 
that he has prnctically had half-a-million of 
money put gradually, and in an ideal way, 
into his hands without any underwriting or 
comrni~sion charges, or any trouble vvhatever. 
.£50, 000 a month has been found for him 
by the people for loan pnrrosEs. The hon. 
gentleman has been using thott, and it is not so 
much to the use of the money that the hon. 
member for Rockhampton objects as to its use in 
an illegal manner, and before he provides the 
safeguards directed by law. I think the 
Treasurer shoulri look forward to the day when 
the large deposits in excess of withdrawals may 

cease. It would have a very serious effect on the 
hon. gentleman's calculations if the withdrawals 
exceeded the deposits in any one year by .£500,000, 
and would leave him in a very tight place indeed. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: The withdrawers 
might be in a stiff place, too. 

Mr. FISHER: I differ from the hon. gentle
man. Those people might be withdrawing their 
money simply for the purpose of putting it into 
the industries of the country, which, I believe, 
would be a very good thing for the prosperity of 
the country. Certainly that state of affairs 
might put the Treasurer in a very awkward 
position, and some day he might find himself in 
a positicm not to be able to meet his obligations. 
Yet at the dame time the people might be exceed
ingly well off and prosperous. It would merely 
prove that they could manage their business and 
the Government could not manage theirs. 

Mr. :FoRSYTH: That is the reason why the 
Government are keeping these cash reserves that 
the hon. member for Rockhampton was talking 
about. 

Mr. FISHER : The hon. member for Rock
hampton was talking of a very different thing 
when talking of reserves. As I understood him, 
he was speaking of reserves al;iainst Treasury 
notes, because the Act provides that at least 25 
per cent. of those reserves should be kept in gold. 

Mr. FORSYTH: There might be a rush with 
Treasury notes some d:>y. 

Mr. FISHER: Yes, there might be, but the 
hrm. gent.leman will agree with me that there is 
less likelihood of that than there is of a rush 
on the deposits in the Government Savings Bank. 
But, as I have pointed out, that does not 
necessarily mean a sign of want of prosperity. 
Large withdrawals from the Savings Bank may 
indeed mean that the people are becoming more 
prosperous. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : Nothing of the sort ; the very 
opposite. 

Mr. FISHER: I think I could quote a very 
good authority on that subject in the person of 
Sir Hugh Nelson. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: You acknowledge 
that he is an authority, then? 

Mr. FISHER: I have never known a mem
ber on this side deny that he was an authority, 
and perhaps the most mtpable Treasurer that we 
have had. When Sir Hugh Nelson was conduct
ing the affairs of the Treasury he was exceed
ingly anxious to keep down the deposits in the 
Government Savings Bank, and, if 1 understood 
him rightly, he wonld if he could have reduced 
the interest from 3 to 2~ per cent. with that 
object in view. He desired to force the money 
into the commercial channels, so that it might 
go towards developing industries throughout the 
country. \Vould that not be a good thing, and 
yet the hon. member for Carpentaria says it 
would be an indication of disaster? 

Mr. J:<'onsYTH : So it might be if withdrawals 
arose from a panic. 

Mr. FISHER: The hon. member is assuming 
that they would arise from ot panic. I maintain 
that a reduction of the deposits to the extent of 
£500,000 in one year might leave the Treasurer 
in a very serious position, and that view of the 
question is worth serious consideration. There is 
one other item thai; I think is worth drawing 
attention to, and that is to be found on page 7 
of the Sta•ement. It has been pointed out that 
this railway expenditure has been swelled from 
causes that were complained abuut from this side 
of the House, from my knowledge, for seven 
yeotrs. It has been charged against the Railway 
Department that they were impoverishing the 
rolling-stock, and that the reckonill'{ day would 
come. That has been pointed out from this side 
of the House, and it has been denied by successive 
Ministers on that side of the Home. 
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Hon. D. H. DALRniPD]: You say that of 
everything-you must be right with some of them. 

Mr. FISHER: vV e rna<le a specific charge 
that the rolling-stock and the fixed stock of the 
R>~ilway Department was not being kept in 
proper repair. 

Mr. LEAHY: Can you tell us anything the 
other side said was right? 

Mr. :B'ISHER: Not a single item from the 
hon. gentl··man's point of view, or fron1 the 
Government point of view, has been right. But 
it is an exceedingly singubr thing that when we 
have objected to these things everythiug lms 
been denied, and yet a few years afterwards the 
hon. gentlemen have come down and advocated 
the very things that they condemned. Could 
there be a better illutitmtion of that than was 
given to-night when the hon. the senior member 
for Maryborough, Mr. Bartholomew, came down 
and bewailed the fact tlw.t this Government do 
not take into consideration the necessity for 
introducing a system of loans to farmers, so that 
the fanners of Queensland may get cheap money 
and be .tble to compete with the farmers of the 
southern' colonies who are treated _in the right way. 
I can recollect when hon. gentlemen opposite 
denounced tl,at ide:1 as extremely socialistic. 

Mr. LEAHY: Did you initiate it? 
Mr. FISHEl't: No; certainly not. The hon. 

gentlemen on this side do not initiate all the 
schemes that they advocate. They simply mlvo
cate what previous great thinkers lmve initiated, 
bnt that does not put them in any worse position. 
They have so far g-iven the Government support 
when they have proposed measures of that sort, 
and to all practical purpos ... s they have been the 
teachers of the Government. 

MEMBEHS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
(Ministerial laughter.) 

Mr. LEAHY : I thought you were the great 
thinkers yourselves. 

Mr. FISHJ~R: Of conrse we are not. 
The CHAIHMAN: Order! 
Mr. :B'ISHEU: I have found some quiet 

aunmenwnt in reading the speeches of hon. 
gentlmnen in previous years, where they have 
denounced ideas that they are now ready to 
further. To rearl their speeches now, you w;mld 
think that they were the original thinkers; that 
they have been out on an economic expedition 
am\ discovered these ideas which they are now 
anxious to spread as new and a,cceptable. I can 
only say thrtt most of the members of our party 
are very careless as to who brings in these 
rpforms, so long as they are brought in. I will 
say this of this varty: that we are indifferent as 
to who brings in reforms. If we think they are 
desirable we will support them. 

1\tr. l<'uRsH'H : So long as you believe in them. 
Mr. l<'ISHER: \Ve do nut fight as tell Opposi

titm pure and simple. 
'~l_1he 8~UHE'l'ARY FOB. liAILWAYS: You are very 

generous. 
Mr. l<'ISHEil: Yes, we are, anrl the lwn. 

gentleman himself knows it, too. \Ve have not 
t>lnbarras::-;od the Governrrwnt when they vvere 
intl'oducing 1neasures of this character; and as a 
proof of that I would like to suggest to the hon. 
gentlemen opposite that they should try us with 
an Electoral Iteform BilL Let them try us 
with a great measure of reform and see if they 
will be embanassed. Now, here is a large item 
of £1G:-J,R80 abnvetheestimn,ted expenditure. The 
Treasurer ha' given a summary of the ea uses w hi oh 
led up to that large excHs. He puts the first as-

Heavy repairs to all classes of rolling-stock, the 
work connected with which had been acenmulating 
from previous years, owing to the im vos::oibilit.y of 
withdrawing the :otock from tramc at an earlier date. 
Then he gives the reason-providing new boilers 
for a Ltrge number of locomotives. 

Mr. LEAHY : Do you object to that? 
19G0-2v 

Mr. :B'ISHER: Does the hon. gentleman not 
see that this is mentioned because it is ex· 
ceptionally huge. If it were nominal or ordinary, 
then it would be unnecessary to mention it. 
Exactly as has been pointed out here in previous 
years, this has been simply due to the mis
mantegement of the concern and the over
running of the stock. Any person knows that 
when machinery is allowed to be overrun, that is 
the result. 

Hon. D. H. DALHYli!PLE: There is no proof that 
it is OVOl'I'Ull. 

Mr. FISHEU: There is proof in the 
Trea.Hul'er'.::; Staten1ent, 

l'.Ir. Fom>YTH : There was te• much spent last 
year. 

Mr. FISHER: There is the evidence of the 
parties who know, but I am not going to say 
that it is proof, or that I am competent to give 
any proof that will satisfy the hon. gentleman. 
That is one thing we are agreed upon. Then 
there is the increased pay to all classes of rail
way employees. Now, the ordinary individual 
wonld think that this is the principal item. 

1\Ir. FousrrH: It is £20,000. 
Mtt. :B'ISHER: Well, that is £23,000, and 

the whole amount of the exces" is £1()3,000; and 
I say that an ordinary individual, seeing this 
larg-e increase in pay, which has been spoken of 
tend mentioned in the newspapers so much, 
would think it was the principal cause of this 
large increase. 

The SEOJIE1'ARY l!'OR RAn,wAYS: It is one 
cause. 

Mu. ]<'ISHER: It is one cause, but a very 
small one. 

The SEORE'l'AUY l!'OR RAILWAYS : It is a very 
important one. 

Mr. FISHER : It is a very important one, 
and it is a very valuable one, and it is one which 
the Hon. the Treasurer will get back partly in 
Customs and in the increased spending power of 
the people. But in the other instance they are 
practically only bringing back their assets to 
the hook value at which they were estimated in. 
previous years. The increase of £20,000 has 
been distributed among the workmen, who are 
spending it, and we are gainiDg the advantage
the country is gaining the ad vantage, and every
one is gaining the advantage of it. 

Mr. BuowNE : The increase of the wages 
is only an actual restoration of what they have 
taken away. 

Mr. :FISHER : Yes. I do not say that any 
hon. gentleman is complaining of the restoration 
of these wages. Of conrse, I think the hon. 
gentlemen opposite, telth0ugh they say it is such 
a large arnonnt, will agree that it is only a reason
able and f<>ir return of the retrenchments that 
were compulsory in 18ll3. Of course, if hon. 
gentlemen do not agree with that I cannot help 
it; it is their misf<Jrtnne. The fourth reason is 
the heavy traftic in starving stock, the receipts 
from which were not of a remunerative character. 
'l'hat is highly creditable to the department. I 
give them all credit for that. And then they 
have carried large quantities of fodder at unre
munerative rates. 'l'hat is not a big item ; I am 
quite sure of that. These are all the items men
tioned to justify this largely increased expenditure. 
That is a clear proof that the contentions of hon. 

m em hers on this side were sound, 
[!J p.m.] tend it would be wise for the Govern-

ment not to be so unreasonable
! had almost saicl bigoted-regterding expressions 
of opinion from this side of the House. If the 
Government had exercised a little supervision, 
and a reasonable amount of common sense, 
£100,000 of this money might have been saved. 
In my opinion, the time has ;1rrived when the 
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Minister should have some supervision over the 
Railway Department. I make that statement 
with a full knowledge of what I am saying. 

Hon. D.· H. DALRYMRLE : It is very harmless. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. FISHER: The time has arrived when 
there sh~nld be some supervision. At present 
the Minister is practically only a recording angel. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr •• TENKINSON: Not if he has a backbone. 
He has himself to blame for it if he is. 

Mr. BnOWNE: It is the first time in his life 
he has been called an angel. 

Mr. FISHER : 'l'he hon. member for vVide 
Bay says, "Not if be has a backbone." 

Mr. J ENKINSON : You did not say "the present 
Minister." You said, "the lYlinister." 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: I am not aware 
that angels have backbone,, (Laughter.) 

Mr. FISHJ<JR: The interjection came from 
the hon. member for vVide Bay, and I take no re
sponsibility for it. It is enough that I am semible 
of the responsibility for what I say myself. Hon. 
members, I think, will agree with me when I 
say that the control of the railways is now out of 
the ha.nds of the Minister, and even of the Go
vernment. vVitb the exception of deciding the 
actual policy, there is very little supervision at 
all. In rny opinion that is a bad and dangerous 
policy. 

Hon. D. H. DAT,RYMPLE : Parliament thought 
otherwise. 

Mr. FISHER: Perhaps Parliament did, and 
perhaps Parliament does not agree with what I 
have said now. 

Mr. LEAHY : What is Parliament? 

Mr. FISHER: Parliament is the deci•ion of 
the majority for the time being. 

Mr. LEAHY: I do not know, I think it is often 
the decision of the minority. 

Mr. l<'ISHER: The hon. member is pleased 
to say so at present, bnt if I expres"ed that 
opinion the hon. member would make short work 
of me, and be could find very good arguments to 
support a different conclusion. 

Mr. BROW NE : The ruling side has generally a 
minority in this Chamber until the division bell 
rings. 

Mr. FISHER: I would like to mention with 
re!l"ard to mining matters that the Government 
might have taken into account the diHiculties 
the miners have in connection with the cyanide 
process through the patent rights rernainiug in 
this colony with the original company when all the 
other colonies practically have bought out those 
rights. They might have facilitated miners in 
getting small cyanide plants of their own at a 
cheaper rate and with fewer difficulties than thq 
have a.t present. At present the patentees' 
royalty is 5 per cent. all round, and there are 
other restrictions. So far as Gym pie is concerned 
it would not affect it so much, but there are 
other fields where men could have small plants 
of their own and make a respectable living 
if it were free. I suggest that the Govern
ment, even at this late hour, might con
sider the advisability of making arrangements 
with the company. Six years ago the question 
was raised here, and a motion moved from this 
side that the patent should be contested as it 
had been in another colony, but the Government 
resisted that motion as if it suggested repudiation 
which they could not entertain. They did little 
afterwards in the matter, but the royalty, which 
was then 10 per cent., has since been reduced to 
5 per cent. I ask them to take the matter again 
into consideration and see whether it would not 
be advisable to purchase the rights of the com
pany, and let the miners of this colony have a, 

free run-that they might, as the hon. member 
for 1\faryborough said, have free competition 
with the miners in other parts of Australia. 

Mr. LllAHY: It is certainly a heavy restric
tion. 

Mr. FISHER : I am sorry the Secretary for 
1\Iines is not present, for I should like to impress 
upon him the nece,sity for the appointment of 
further inspectors to look after the welfare of the 
miners, and see that the mines are properly con
ducted. I would urge, 11lso, the establishment of 
schools of mines in the various centres, where 
the younger miners possessed of the necessary 
talent could become qualified experts in mining 
nmtters, and where they might have facilities 
afforded them to acquire the necessary know
ledge to enable them to rise to the highest pin 
nacle of their profession. Of course, I see with 
great pleasur~ that provision of the kind is made 
for Charters Towers; but there are other fields 
on which a school of mines would be acceptable 
and successful, and I trust the Government 
will take into early consideration the esta
blishment of such an institution at Gympie. 
I would like to call attention to the large 
amount of expenditure estimated for "Buildings." 
We have on the Loan Estimates a proposed 
expenditure of £540, 7!Jfl, and I think that is 
quite an unreasonable alllount to expend on 
buildings in a colony like this. Of this sum, 
over £300,000 is to be spent in Brisbane this 
year. 

Mr. FOilSYTH : It will be spread over a 
number of years. 

Mr. J<'TSHER. : That is all very well, but, in 
my opinion, to destroy the present post and 
telegraph office is little short of the act of an 
insane man. I believe if the colony were polled 
from en<1 to end the people would denounce as a 
piece of vandalism the destruction of that 
building. I cannot conceive how any Minister 
could come to the conclusion that it would he a 
good thing to pull down that building, in order 
to put up a new one at a cost of £100,000, when 
there is ample room at the back to make any 
necessary additions at a cost of £20,000 or 
£30,000. In my opinion, such a propos>tl is an 
absolute blunder in administration. I know it 
will be contended that we must possess a first
class post oHice before the J<'ederal Parliament 
takes posses.ion ; but federation will not 
benefit us in this respect, because we shall 
be debited with the interest on the cost 
and we shall not benefit one single fraction. 
'rhe only thing we shall have to congratulate 
ourselve" upon "ill he that we will have a new 
post office. I think we will be acting like 
children if we attempt to get that nice new 
building before the Federal Parliament is estab· 
Iished. It is only an attempt tc give employ
ment in Brisb:>ne-to placate some followers of 
the Mini,try who have been in good grace lately. 
I think that is very undesirable. I think that 
the amount of money proposed to be spent in 
Brisbane on buildings is far in excess of the 
requirements of the city, and cannot be justified 
from an administrative point of view. 

An HoNOURABLE MEliiBEI\ : Animus against 
Brisbane. 

Mr. FISHER: I have no particular animus 
against Brisbane ; I think it is entitled to a 
share of the public expenditure, and when there 
is a dire necessity for buildings to be erected 
here, I shall agree as quickly as anyone that they 
should be good ones. But I do not think there 
is any justification for the erection of this new 
post and telegraph office. In this matter the 
position that the Government have taken up has 
not been justified. 

The CHIEJ<' SECRETARY: Have you been through 
the :present building ? 



Supply. [5 SEPTEMBER.] · Supplg. 675 

Mr. :FISHER: I have been in the building, 
but I have not inspected it. I have read several 
reports, and I have come to the conclusion that 
the erection of this building i> being hurried on 
simply hecanse of r.he advent of federation. 

:\tr. HIGGS: The post oflice employees are 
rather overcrowded. 

Mr. J<'oHSYTH : Quite correct. 
Mr. FIBHJ:<;R: There is room bel!ind the 

present building to nmke ttny neces,-aty addi
tions to relieve any overcrowd in~. Bec;1w;;e one 
or two romns are uvercro\\'ded that does not 
make it necessary to pull down the present 
building and erect a new one at an enormous 
cost. If the hon. member for Oarpentttria was 
carrying on a busine~s, I can imagine hin1 srniling 
if aiiy ttrchitect came ttlong and said, "You are 
slightly overcrowded; you want a little more 
space. Pull down this building and put up 
anothn· one at a cost of £100,000." 

Mr. FouSY'rH: It ·would ahvays be an asset. 
I would not mind hftving such an asset. 

Mr. JNBHER: Then why don't you buy it? 
I think Bl'isbttne is well lo,,ked after in tbe way 
of pulJ!ie bnilding-1. 

1\Ir. l<'mmY'l'H : \Vhat about the post oflice in 
Sydney? 

Mr. FISHER : You might as well refer to the 
post office in London. The popnlation in 
Sydney is much larger than in Drishane, and 
the Sydney post office is not an old buildillg. 
It is a building worthy of the city of Sydney, hut 
I do not think the nPcessiti,·s of the cttse are the 
same in Brisbane. 'l'he next matter to which I 
wish to <lntw atteution 1s the working of the 
Htl!rar 'Vorks Guaranten Act. Although son1e 
of the money arl va11ced under that Act will be a 
goud ;,, vestment, still I am inclined to think tl~e 
evidence we have before us suggests tlmt tt 
would be wise to go slowly in making advances. 

Hon. D. H. J>.\Lt\Y:\Il'Ll£: \Vould you sc;y that 
abont Ininers? 

Mr. FISHER: If there is any class in the 
corrnuunity who practically aHk for no GovernM 
me11t assisbtnce it is the miners. I appeal to the 
i\Iinisters present to say if they h<we ever found 
1uiners running to the Oovernrueut for asi'ii~t
ancc. They may go onee \vhen they have a real 
grievance for support, bnt if they <lo not get it 
they go away and have a ready mttnner of 
exprbsing their views. Rather th,ut waste their 
time g<Jing to the Government they would go out 
and fussick for a hit of golclon their own account. 
1\Iiners are not like some other cla~sef.:l we know 
of who are alwayH hanging roun(1 the GovPrn
nwnt oH:lces, hoping- by thejr hnportunity and 
pestering of l\lini,ters to get whttt they desire. 
I utterly and emphatiG t!ly coudmnn the principle 
of expending loan Illoney for defence lJUl'pOSBS. 

There is an increase of £fi4,000 for the Land 
Defence :Force, and ttn increase of £3U,GOO 
for the purchase of small Rrms and ammunition. 
This expenditure is all from loan, and I am 
utterly against the spending uf loan money for 
such pnrposes. I rtti,ed the same question last 
year, and the Ohio£ Secretary then stat•'d that _a 
great deal of the money was for store amnmm
tion, and would C1nne back again in money pay
ments. I have looked for those money pttymcnts, 
and I cannot find any but a few paltry sums not 
worth talking about. The fact of the matter is 
that this i• a convenient way of sp<m<ling about 
£80,000 out nf loan, which ought to be chttrged 
to revenue, and it is a positively dangermm prac~ 
tice. \Vi ·,h re1;ard to the failure of the sugar 
crop, I should like to contrast the sugar-grow<•rs 
with the pastoralists. I think members present 
were somewhat astonished to discover that the 
losses in the area which has been badly affected 
with drought were only 13'2 per cent. in sheep, 
and () ·2 pAr cent. in cattle. That is up to the end 
of June last, of course. 

Mr. \V. HAMILTON : That will be up to the 
beginning of the year. 

Mr. :FISHER: I understood the Treasurer to 
say that it was up to the end of .Tune. 

Hon. D. H. DALI\YMPLE : They do not get 
returns after Christmas. 

Mr. :Fll::ltLER: But there are wa}S of esti
mating the losses, and I believe commissioners 
have been sent out to make reports. Are those 
losses, then, up to the end of last year? 

Hon. D. H. lhLlWMPLE : Yes ; up to the 
time the returns were sent in. 

Mr. IV. HAMILTON: The heaviest losses have 
been since the beginning of the yettr. 

Mr. FISHER : Do you think they would 
double thttt ? 

Mr. \V. HAMILTON: Yes. 
Mr. FISHER: Well, I would ask have any 

!ton. members he,ud the sugar-growers com
plaining very much? If hon. members will lonk 
at page 20 of the Financial Statement, they will 
see the sugar-growers suffered a loss of 25 per 
cent. last ym<r as compared with their previous 
year's crop, and I have' not heard tt great howl 
frorn the ~mgar·growers. 

Hon. I>. H. DAI,RYMPLE: Y on are not likely 
to hear it in Gym pie, or in Queen street: . . 

1\Ir.J<'ISHER: 13ut you would hear rt 111 thrs 
House. 

Hon. D. H. DALI\YMPLE : Oh, no, we wouldn't 
howl. 

Mr. FISHER: Although I am not connected 
with an agricultural district, I think it is only 
fair to mention that other inrhstries, besides the 
pastoml industry, have suffered heavily, and 
have not appeale'd to the Government for special 
as istance. They have tttken their losses as part 
of their difliculties. 

Hon. D. H. DALl\YMPLE: They know they get 
no symprtthy . 

.Mr. FISHER: The hon. gentleman is quite 
wrong in saying thttt the sugar-growers have no 
sympathy from us; they have the same sympathy 
from this side of the House as any other pro
dncing people i!1 the colo!'y, and when th<;Y have 
"legitimate gnevance wtll be treated wrth the 
same kindness and consideration. Because we 
differ on the matter of coloured labour, it is 
not fair to say that we have no sympathy with 
sugar-"rowers. No p>trty in this House sup
ported" the Sugar \Vorks Guarantee Act more 
strongly timn the then Labour party: When 
£~00 000 was voted under that Act the lion. mem
ber r'or .Etwggera and myself were, I believe, the 
only memhers on !this side who voted to reduce 
the amonnt to, I think, £150,000. The Sugar 
\Vorks Guarantee Hill had the active support of 
the Labour party at the time, and I ttm persuaded 
that it was the contention and feeling of the 
Ltthour party that enabled the late Sir Thomas 
i\1cii wraith to pass the Hill. He knew thttt he 
would have the support of this side of the House, 
and he was powerful enough to influence the 
majority of his own followers to support the 
measure. There is another matter I should like 
to refer to. I should like to direct the attention of 
the Chief Secretary to page ] 5 of the :Financia 
Statement, where, under the head of "The 
Agricultural Lands Purchase Act Selections" he 
will find all the estates which have been thrown 
open to selection enumerated, and the ttreas 
selected g-iven. 

Mr. MoDONNELL called attention to the 

[9
.
30 11 

] state of the Committee. 
P· 1 

• Quorum formed. 
Mr. :FISHJ<~R: I was about to point out thttt, 

on page 15 of the :Financial Statement, we find 
these words-

Since these Act~ came into operation there have been 
purchased, np to 30th June, 1900, fifteen estates in all. 
l'mu·teen of these, of a gross area for selection of 
127 ,sn acres, consisting of 1,086 surveyed portions, 
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and total purchasing price of £3~2.567 15s. 9d., have 
been opened to selection. The only estate not yet 
opened to selection is the Seaforth l<~stnte, :Mackay 
district. This is now being surveyed, and will be 
thrown open shortly. 

Mr. HIGGS : It will never be taken up. 
Mr. FISHER: It has been proved to be a 

distinct job. It has been proved, and it has 
been confirmed by documentary evidence, that 
there was nothing to justify the Government in 
paying the price they did for the Seaforth Estate, 
and I have heard it described, in the elegant 
language of hon. members on the other side-not 
members on this side-as a rotten transaction. 
That is not elegant language to use. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR RAILWAYS: No, it is not. 
Y on should not repeat it. 

Mr. FISHER : It is lanf.(uage that is not 
peculiar to this side of the House. The action 
of the Government in regard to this matter can
not be justified, and they make no attempt to 
justify it. Not one of their officers with, per
haps, one exception, will stand to them, and 
there are very few members on the other side out
side the Ministry who will attempt to justify the 
transaction. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Land Court recom-
mended it. 

Mr. R.YLAND : They winked the other eye. 
Hon. D. H. DALRYlliPLE: It is a paltry matter. 
Mr. FISHER: It may be a paltry matter to 

give £18,000 in exceos of its value. It may be a 
paltry matter from the Government point of 
view, but it is an act of maladministration on 
their part. They may have arrived at that 
position when they can call the throwing away 
of £10,000 or £20,000 of the country's money a 
paltry matter, but it is certainly not a paltry 
matter, inasmuch as it compromises the credit of 
the Government and the credit of the colony. 
If Lhe Government were straightforward, they 
would say that they had made a blunder, instead 
of trying to shelter themselves behind a subter
fuge. 

Hon. D. H. DALltYMPLE : "IVhat rubbish ! 
Mr. J<"ISHER : Hm·e is the proof of the rub

bish-that something has been done with all the 
other estates except this one. vVe were told that 
the Seaforth Estate had sea frontages, and that 
they would all be sold at good prices. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBI"IC LANDS : The sale 
has not come off yet. 

Mr. FISRER: I hope the Secretary for Lands 
will advertise the sale well, as I believe it will 
be a notable sale in Australia. The probability 
is that the Ministry might be put up for sale 
shortly afterwards. 

Mr. HIGGS: vVhat about the Mirani-Cattle 
Creek railway ~ That was another hit of pro
posed swindling. 

Mr. FISHER : I would just like to refer to 
one other matter. The Chief Secretary, while 
replying to the leader of the Oppisition, waxed 
very eloquent on the fact that it was desirable 
that British capital and British ca.pitalists should 
he informed by members on this side of the 
House that they would be welcome to come here 
and construct any railway which was not a trunk 
line. I asked the hon. gentleman by interjection 
if he would inform us what a trunk line is, because 
it appears to me that the Ministry wonld now 
perhaps call only one railway a trunk line, and 
that is the line running west from Brisbane. 
Their policy is as shifty as the sands of the sea
shore. They will do anything and everything that 
will suit their political friends and the financial 
magnates who are behind them. They have 
shifted their railway policy. They have veered 
their financial policy, and they are now proposing 
to shift their policy with regard to repurchased 
estates. Of courss it is not the same Government. 

\Vhen the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act was 
passed, we were told th»t it was only intended to 
buy back land for agricultural purposes, but now 
they propose to repurchase land for dairying 
purpose,, 

Mr. BRIDGES: Do we not live and learn? 
Mr. HIGGS : The purpose is to rehabilitate 

members nn the other side. 
Mr. J<'ISH.b;R: I am only pointing to the fact 

that the Government have no stable and con
tinuous policy, but that they change their policy 
to please the majnrity of their friends, and, 
wherever they can be pressed strongly enough, 
they must yield to the pressure. I do not know 
whether it is on account of a n1ental "slew'' on 
the part of the Government, but, at any rate, the 
mpurchase of these estates and other little 
friendly arrangements which it is not necessary 
to mention, all indicate that we have a com
plaisant Government whose only concern is their 
own welfare, and not the welfare of the country 
whose honour and dignity they are sworn to 
uphold. 

Mr. HIGGS: They haven't got any dignity 
left. 

Mr. STE\VART (Rockhmnpton North): I am 
very sorry I cannot follow the exam pie of several 
hon. gentlemen who have preceded me, and con
gratulate the Treasurer on his Statement. 
Several hon. gentlemen have said it is a lengthy 
Statement. No doubt that is true. It is a very 
long-winded production certainly. It extends 
over thirty pages of closPly-printed matter. 

Mr. HIGGS: I wonder is it all his own? 
Mr. STEW ART: It took the Treasurer two 

hours to read it, and during that time he dealt 
with the fin:1llcial condition of the colony for 
fifteen minutes. The remaining portion of the 
period was occupied in giving a rehash of statis
tic" that we could finrl in the various olficial 
publications. I have had to complain of this 
kind of Statement before. It is not a Budget 
Speech 8nch as the Chancellor of the Excheqcer 
in the old country would deliver, or such as any 
Treasurer of the southern colonies would deliver. 
It is merely a sort of statistical account of the 
industries of the colony, with a little financial 
,;tatement jammed in between. I think it is high 
time that we had a Treasurer in office who 
knew how to prepare a financial statement. 
No one re:1cling ~his Statement could get 
a clear conception of the financial positwn of the 
colony, and, in addition to that, it is misleading. 
Perhaps it would not be parliamentary to say 
int~ntionally 1nisleading, but misleading not
withst,mding. It does not give an accurate 
view of the financial condition of the colony at 
the present time. The hon. gentleman, as usual, 
comes down and claims that he has got a snrplus. 
He has done that for some years past. I have 
maintained on former occasions that there is no 
surplus, and I contend that now. There is no 
legithnate surplus. It is only in existence on 
paper. I do not believe for a 'ingle moment 
that it exists even in the imagination of the 
TreaRUrer himself. I don bt whether even the 
Chief Secretary imagines that there is a surplus, 
and we know that that hon. gentleman is about 
the most imagin:1tive member in this House. 
Now, the Treasurer is an adept at one thing if 
he is not particularly clever at anything else. 
He can blow his own trumpet as skil
fully as any person I ever listened to. He 
actually claims that during the lctst five or six 
years nearly £500,000 sterling has been paid 
off our national debt, and that we have saved at 
least £15,000 per annum in interest. That i• 
sowething to be gratified at no doubt, but it is 
only one side of the shield. ·whilst ostensibly we 
have been saving £500,000, yet in reality we 
h:we run deeper into debt to the tune of 
£7,000,000 or £8,000,000, and we have added over 
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£200,000 a year to our interest Bill. How does 
the hon. gentleman come by this surplus of hi"? 
We find that a certain amount of revenue has 
been received, and a certain amount expended, 
and there is a balance of unexpended revenue 
which is denominated a surplus. That may 
be true so far as it goes, but the hon. gentle
man takes very good care not to tell us 
the whole truth. He does not tell us, for 
instance, tha,t he has dmwn very largely upon 
the loan fund to carry on the ordinary busi
ness of the country. He takes very good care 
to suppress that must imp,lrtant fact, which, if it 
were ((iven the prominence it deserves, would 
place a very different complexion upon our 
public accounts. I will just deo,l with a few of 
the items of expenditure as they appear on the 
Estimates. Take the rail w<1y estimates. \V e 
have there an item, "Devi!ttion and J·eduction 
of gmdes, Alhion to Lutwyche-£5,GOO." \Vill 
any hon. gentleman s!ty that that is a legitimate 
charge ag!tinst loan money? That is c merely 
keeping the railway in repair, and ought, I claim, 
to be paid out of revenue. Then thAre is the 
altemtion of grades, Ipswich to Rosewood, 
£16,000. Is it claimed by anyone that that can 
legitimately be charged to loan? You might 
jn<t as well charge a new shaft for a dray, or 
repairs to n. wagon, or a plongh, to horrowPd 
money »s clurge this £1G,OOO to loan expendi
ture. Onr system is altogether a wrong one. 
Here agn.in we have the ~lain Range d€viations 
and alteration of curve,, £11,700 ; nnd 
strengthening bridges for heavier engines, £17,000. 
Then we have Maryborough and (}vmpit', devia
tions for easing curves, £15,000 ; Centml 
division, deviations and reduction of gmdes, 
£5,000; Northern division, deviations and reduc
tions of grades, £H,OOO; Cairns line, renewal of 
bridges, £11,000; Cooktown, for the same pur
poses, £1,700; and Norman ton, for the same 
purposes, £500. In all, there is proposed to be 
expended in deviations, relaying, and alter<ttion 
of curves, within a few pounds of £100,000. I 
say every farthing of that expenditure is im
properly charged to loan. It should be charged 
to revenue. No private company would attempt 
to carry on its business in this fashion. If it 
did it would very soon run its head aganst the 
rocks of disaster. As I said a little while ago, 
as well might a farmer, every time he ref[uired a 
new coulter in his plough, or a new wheel to his 
dray, or anything of that kind, run to the 
money-lender to obtain the wherewithal to do 
those things, as the Government to charge those 
repairs-it is mainten>tnce, nothing else-to loan 
money. Not only do we find the Government 
spending very large sums of loan rnoney upon 
the mainten>tnce of our rail way lines, but we find 
also that in the matter of public buildings large 
sums are expended out of loan money which I 
chLim again are properly chargeable to revenue. 
And in this connection I may poinL out that the 
Government does not "eern to have any principle 
on which it goes. Some buildings are erected 
out of loan money; other lmildings are erected 
out of revenue. I would like to know how 
it con1es that the cost of one building is defrayed 
out of loan and the cost of another building is 
defrayed out of revenue. Perhaps some of the 
Ministers will be able to tell me. This may he 
~he explanation : That a brick or stone building 
1s charged to loan, and that a wooden building 
is charged to revenue. If that is so, to what 
wonld an iron building be charged, or a 
mud hut, if it were found necessary to build 
one? I will give a few examples so that 
hon. members may attempt, at any rate, to 
come to a concluoion on the suhject. I have 
given the matter a great deal of very anxious 
consideratiun, but I have not been able to bring 
harmony out of the confusion which exists. 

Here is the Defence Force: New buildings, 
repairs and additions-out of revenue, £5,000; 
out of loan, £4,300. Then there are courthouse 
buildings: £1,500 out of revenue, and £15,800 
out of loan. Is a courthouse a productive asset? 
People who fref[nent courthouses are no doubt 
asses, bnt I doubt whether a courthouse can be 
called a productive asset. Then we come to 
police buildings, and I ask whether a gaol is a 
prodncti ve asset? 

The TRRASUI\EI\: It is a very useful >tsset. 
Mr. STEvVART: Yes, it is a necessary evil, 

a.nd there are a great many people outside the 
gaol who ought to be in it. I find that 
out of revenue it. is proposed to expend £4,000 
upon police buildings, and out of loan, £28,800. 
I am very glad to see the Treasurer in his place. 
I have asked in vam the other members of the 
Cabinet present to give some indication of the 
principle upon which this money is expended ; 
why one item is taken out of revenue, and why 
another iten1 is taken out of loan. Perhaps the 
Treasurer will be able to tell us. Now, I find 
post and telegraph offices: £5,000 onG of revenue 
and £12,000 from loan. Then we come to the 
Home SRcretary's Department. All the build
ingq in that hon. gentleman's department are 
erected out of revenue. I do not know whether 
the hon. gentleman's influence has been brought 
to he:tr to bring about this very desirable 
result, but if it has, I think the country 
oweq him a debt of gratitude. \Vhen we tnrn 
to the Lands Department we find that a very 
large sum is to be ex;Jended out of loan in build
ing lands offices, but it appears that revenue is 
also to be drawn upon, the figures being £1,000 
fnnn revenue and £20,000 from loan. I 
would like to know how it comes that a 
large revenue-producing department like the 
Lands Department is under the painful neces
sity of borrowing money when it wants to 
erC'ct a building in w hi eh to conduct its busin<'ss. 
Here is a department that returns the State some 
£500,000 or £li00,000 every year, and yet when a 
building to conduct its bueiness is wanted, it has 
to go and borrow money. 'l'here appears to me 
to be something extremely out of place in a 
tmnsaction of that kind. Then we come to the 
Department of Agriculture : £1,000 ont of 
revenue, and £4,000 ont of loan. The Depart
ment of Public Instruction, I find, erects all its 
buildings, amounting to £30,000, and very pro
pedy so, out of revenue. V.'hy should a State 
school, I wonld ask the Treasurer, be built ant of 
rev en ne while a gaol is not? 

The T!mARUI\ER: Because one is built of wood 
anrl the other of stone or brick. 

Mr. STEW ART: I am glad to hear the 
explanation of the hon. gentleman. Bnt sup
pose a building is erected of iron, would it be 
defrayed out of loan or out of revenue? And 
if built half of brick and half of wood, would 
one-half the cost come out of revenue and the 
other half out of loan? It appears that if a 
building is of brick the Government borrow the 
money to build it. They go to the English 
money market, say they are going to pnt 
up a brick building, and say, "\Vill you lend us 
so much money for the purpos~>." And I sup
pose the people in Great Britain labour under 
the impression that brick buildings are so 
scarce in Queensland that it takes an immense 
amount of money to erect them. Bnt when a 
building is to be erected of wood an appeal is 
made, I suppose, to the wooden-headed classes 
of thfl colony to find the cash to erect it. 
I think the hon. gentleman wonLi be doing very 

much better for the people of the 
[10 p. m.] colony if he erected all those nu

productive buildings out of revenue. 
This sort of thing cannot go on fur ever ; 
it must come to an end some time. It is 
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all very well to be able to renew promissory 
notes for a period, but the end must come some 
day. I think we are getting very well within 
sight of the end in Queensland, and it is high 
t.ime we began to set our house in order. I 
believe that the loan fund has been drawn upon 
to the tune of between £200, 000 and £300,000 
every year. 

The TREASURER : No. 
Mr. STEW ART: Of course, I would n,>t 

dare to put my opinion against the opinion of 
the hon. gentleman. I am very sorry the hon. 
gentleman was not here when I was giYing a 
few examples. I have shown where one post 
office was built out of the revenue and otnother 
out of loan ; and the reason he g-ave was that 
one was built of wood and the other of lnick. I 
wish to ask whether that is a reason that any 
intellig-ent man would accept as satisfactory. 
I don't think so. I also ]JOinted out where 
maintenance on our rail way lines wots in a larg-e 
meas~re defrayed out of loan. Easing curves, 
relaymg --

The TREASURER : Relaying does not come out 
of a loan. 

Mr. STEW ART: It does in many cases. 
The TREASUllER: Only the additional value of 

the rails. 
Mr. STE\VART: It appears on the ]~.>timates. 
The TREASURER : Only a small proportion. 
Mr. STEW ART: Duplication might rightly 

come ont of loan, but relaying, easing curves, 
and deviations, and so on, I think it is improper 
to charge to loan. Really they ought to he 
charged to maintenance, for they are mainten
ance, pure and simple. \ViLh regard to our 
public buil<lin~s, a gaol is not a productive asset, 
a courthouse IS not a product.i ve asset, and I 
think those buildings should all be erected out of 
revenue. That is the only way the hon. gentle
man has been able to claim surpluses during the 
last few years-by drawing very heavily upon 
loan money for current expenses. 'l'hat is 
perfectly well known. The Treasurer has not 
been very correct in his estimate during the last 
year either as to revenue or to expenditure ; he 
tmder-estimated both rev en ne and expenditure; 
but, when hef0und th".t revenue was pouring in, he 
acted the prodigal. The revenue has no douLt 
been increasing-I am very glad to see it-by leaps 
and bounds during the last two or three year.~ ; 
but the expenditure has aloo ber·n going up, and 
I hold that it was the bmmden dntv of the Tre:t
snrer, foreseeing, as he must have done, that the 
years of plenty would be followed und8nia bly by 
the lean years, to ~a ve kept a much tighter hand 
upon our expenditure. The hon. gentleman, I 
believe, will find during the next two or three 
years that his revenue, instead of expanding, 
will ?ontract, and it will be exceedingly difficult 
for hnn to curtail expenditure. It is the ea,ipst 
thing in the world to go in for increased expendi
ture, but when money begins to dwindle e~way in 
the Treasury it is a most difficult thing to go in 
for retrenchment, which is most nnpopnlar. 
]'or that reason l hold thateveryTrea,urenhonld 
keep as tight a rein upun expenditure as possil>le. 
There is >mother reason why our expenditure 
should be sharply controlled, and it is this : 
that we are most heavily taxed in Queensland ; 
and instead of increa,ing taxation, as has bet'n 
the habit of every Govemment during recent 
years, I think the time has about arrived w~en 
there should be some reduction. The amount of 
taxation paid on the neceesaries of life ie some
thing altogether extmvagant., and I think any 
'freasurer who had the best interes's of the 
country at heart, instead of spending lavi>.hly 
such money as fortunately comf'S to his hand" 
would try to practi8e economy' 80 that at th~ 
first opportunity a portion at least of the burden 
bf taxation might be lifted from the ~boulders of 

the taxpayers. But the hon, gentleman in charge 
of the 'l'reasury has not done anything of the 
kind. As fast as the money rolled in he rolled it 
out again; he 8pent it with a most lavish·and 
prodigal hand. The hon. gentleman, I belieye, 
is thA mo~t poj,ular Treasurer that ever occup18d 
the position in Queensland. For why? Simply 
because he goes down before the assaults 
of all and sundry. Anytody who prefers a 
decent claim is not sent away empty. That may 
be all very good, and it may be the men.ns of 
securing a good df'al of popularity for the hem. 
gentleman, but it is not good business as far as 
the country is concerned, because there is this to 
be considered alw, that very soon we will have 
federation npon us, and a great ntn11ber of those 
who talked so loudly in favour of federa1ion and 
who voted with such jJlandit.s for it will wonder 
what snag they have struck up against when 
federat.ion C<>mes along. l don't wish to say 
anything that would damjJ the ardour of such 
federalists as the Chief Secretary, who is ,;itting 
opposite me, or the junior member for Gympie, 
who is sitting behind me; bnt I think it would 
be most irn proper when we ~u·e entering upon our 
career aR a nation-one people one de.stiny--

Mr. HEm: One flag. 
l\Ir_ STE\V ART : vV e have more than one 

flag now. It is not the Australian flag at all, it 
is ~ome other flag "'e have now carried ronnd and 
unfurled here, there, and everywhere. But, in 
any ca~e, we must look the fact in the face that 
very soon we wi1l lose in :-t large measure the 
control we have hitherto had over our own 
destinie-.;, nnd we will be subject moH~ or Iesfl to 
peoplewholiveinanotherportinnof Anstralia. \Ve 
will not have the power to fix our own taxation. 
That will be fixed for IJS by people ontsirle the 
colony altogether. \V e will have a voice in the 
matter no doubt, but it will be a very feeble anc1 
very insi<!nificant voice. The Hon. the Chief 
Secr·etaryomay be in the Fed em! Pnrliament, but 
he will be only one out of a ~reat number, and I 
do not think his influence will be so (ireat as to 
get the people in the 8outhern colonies to do 
exactly what he wishe;. 

'fhe CH m I•' SJWHE'l'AlW: I cannot do that here. 
Mr. STEW ART: Not only will we not have 

the power to tax ourselves, but ah;o, in a great 
many ways, the administration of our internal 
affairs will be either directly nr indirectly inter
fered with. I am not grumbling, and I am not 
cmnplaiuing. I am simply trying to point out to 
hon. gent!Pmen the difficulties that lie before ns 
when federation is accomplished. It will phce 
the Treasurer of this colony and every colony in 
a very peculi:>r position. According to the 
arrangement that has been come to, it will be 
most difficult for any Treasurer to forecast what 
his income will be, and, that being the case, he 
cannot very well be as,ailed if he is a little out 
in his expenditure. I b will give rise to a goo(l 
deal of looseness in the conduct of Australian 
fin~nce. 'l'he Treasurers of the different colonies 
wiil not know what their revenue will be, and 
they cnnnot be grumbled at if they fail to esti
motte their exp· nrliture exa.ctly. 

l\Ir. REW: Onr Treamrer is n. prophet-he has 
done so. 

l\lr. ST.E\VART: \Vdl, the hon. gentleman 
has taken a particular step. I suppose some 
other persons will have to be consulted as to 
whether that step is a correct one or not. I 
believe that he hns done the correct thing. I 
think it would be much l:etter if the C1mtoms 
were hnnrlrd over to the Federal Parliament at 
the end oft he financial year than having tu hand 
them over in the middle, but Queensland can
not itself settle when the Customs are to be 
hotnded over. That will be for the federal 
authorities to say. I think it will be much wiser 
if some arrangement could be made whereby the 
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Treasurer should have the control over our 
fino,nces till the end of the present financial 
year, but if the authorities do not say so, it 
cannot be done. As one hon. member says, 
the Constitntion deliberately lays down that the 
Customs, upon the declaration or proclamation of 
the federation, shall be immediately handed over 
to the federal authority. I do not know whether 
some arrangement could be ma.de to evade that, 
hut we know we have no great veneration for 
Oonstitutions.in Australia when it suits us. Our 
Constitution is being ridden through by the pro
verbial coach and six every day in the week. 

Mr. Hrem: A bullock dray goes through it. 
Mr. HTEWART: Yes, not only a coach and 

six, but a bullock dray is nm through our Con
stitution every day in the week, and I have no 
doubt that some breach may possibly be found 
in the l<'ederal Constitution yet. But what is 
troubling me is not that. It is the difficulties 
we in (.lueensland will find ouroelves in after 
federation. I have no doubt that things will 
cmne all right in time. Everything does, but it 
does not matter what happens in the end. 
If we let things go on to the end they are 
bnnnd to come back to their normal condition 
again, but there i~ always a period of incon
venience, and possibly a period of danger. There 
is, therefore, all the more reaRon why the per
sons in charge of our Treasury in the meantime 
should be careful. There i" more reason for care 
at the present time than there ho,s ever been in 
the history of the colony before. And tbat 
being the case, we find th'at the hon. gentleman 
at the helm of finance--

Mr. Rgm: A. very bad helmsm:m. 
Mr. HTEW ART: A. very had helmsman. The 

hon. gentleman simply rides on the crest of the 
wave, before the wind, nevrer thinking where he 
is going to or what is going to happen. Now, I 
hope thctt gentleman will have an eye to the 
future, and will try to avoid going upon the 
rocks. Now there are several other matters. 
There is an<Jther nutter to which I wi<h to refer 
Bhortly. I have spoken ahont it before when 
de:tling with the Financhl Statement, and I 
regret very n1nch to sne that nothing has been 
d"ne in tbe direction of the reform I ad voca.ted. 
I have advoc>tted additional taxation, not taxa
tjon on the principal taxpayer, but the imposi
tiOn of such taxes as would get at the absentees 
particularly, and also an income tax and a land 
tax. Now, I believe that the only reason why 
the hon. gentleman in charge of· the Treasury 
cooks bis accounts annually, and draws so much 
upon loan funds for revenue purposes--

The TREARURER: That is not a fact. 
Mr. STEW ART: Draws so much upon loan 

funds for revenue purposes, is to save the 
property classes from taxation. I believe that 
that is the one and only re>twn why this method 
of carrying on the financial operations of the 
colony is adopted. Is there any reason why tbese 
pe,)ple should be exempt from taxation? Is 
there any reason why these ahsentees, who do 
not contribute a farthing to the taxation of the 
colony, should not he compelled to p~y some
thing towards tbe cost of Government here? 
Why should not they stump up something to 
defray the cost of protecting their own pro
perty. \V e are going in now for increased 
army and navy expenditure. vVe are becoming a 
great military power, and for what? To protect 
not only the property of ourselves in the colony, 
our persons, our liveR, and our property, but 
people who do not live here at all, but who draw 
irnmense revenues annually frmn our shores. 
That being the ease, it is high time that these 
people wer~ callPd npon to contribute something 
towards this coBt. \Ve have got to build milways 
all over the colony. \Ve have got to found 
schools, we have got to find policemen, and we 

have got to find telegraphs and post offices, and 
all the rest of it, and everything to facilitate the 
carrying on of the business of these people, and 
to the expense of all those things they con
tribute a most infinitesimal sum. Now, I 
say that they ought to be taxed. Is the 
hon. gentleman game to tax them? Is he 
prepared to ask the absentee to contribute 
towards the cost of running this country, or is 
he afraid that if he does he may meet with the 
fate of the rulers of the Transvaal, who made 
the one unfortunate mistake of taxing the 
absentee capitalist. Besides an absentee tax, 
I think we should also have an income tax. 
'rhere is a very large number of persons in this 
colony getting very good incomes, and why 
should they not pay something more than the 
ordinary Customs and excise duties to the 
State? 

Mr. BROWN re: Especially as we are going in 
for war tax:ttion. 

Mr. STEW ART : Especially as, as the hon. 
mernber say.s, we are going in for war taxation? 
An income tax is one of the principal methods 
of raising money in Great Britain. Why cannot 
we follow that good example? \Vhy place the 
largest proportion of the burden of taxation 
upon the shoulders nf the poor? Why tax what 
a man eats, and drinks, and wears, instead of 
taxing what be has ? That would be a much 
better principle of taxatiolJ. than the other. 

The 'fRF:A~UREH: vV e tax that, too. 
Mr. STE\VART: Th!' hon. gentleman says 

" \Ve tax that, too." Yes, but very lightly. 
The TmlASUI\El\: One man paid .£150,000 last 

year. That paid for the war. 
Mr. STEW AHT: That was a windfall that is 

not likely to occur in our lives again, and I am 
very Borry that the sum was not very much 
larger. It "ould bave been very much better 
that the country should have got £300,000, 
£400,000, or£500,000 out of that estate than that 
it should go to the lawyers, as the great propor
tion of it will inevitably do. Tnen another tax 
I think ought to be imposed is a land tax. The 
effect of that would be not only to add to the 
revenue of the country, but it would benefit the 
community in another way. 

The TlmASURER: \Ve are subsidising land
owners now. 

Mr. STE\V AH.'I': Yes, unfortunately, we are 
subsidising them now. 

The TmMsumm : Through the local authori
ties. 

Mr. STEW ART: Well, there is some excuse 
for that, while those people are maintaining 
roads that lead in many cases to Government 
property, and run through Government property. 
lnste:.td of curtailing the subsidy to these local 
bodies it ought to be increased in many instance~. 
I would go for much higher subsidies to local 
bodies than are at present paid. I have stated 
before the system on which I would proceed. I 
would differentiate. In the case of a place like 
Brisbane I would give no subsidy. I would look 
upon Brisbane as the young man who had come 
of age and was able to d,, for himself, and the 
good father did not need to assist him any more. 
Ho also with other large towns like Gympie, 
l\faryborough, Rockhampton, Townsville, and 
those places. The scale vf endowment for these 
places would he pretty low, and would increase 
as the needs of the community required. \Vhere 
there was a fairly dense population the endow
ment should be low, and in new country awaiting 
development it should be proportionately higb. 
I do not think the hon. gentleman should begrudge 
the sub,idies he pays to tbe local authorities. 

The TrmASURER : I do not, but you want to 
tax the same people. 
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Mr. STEW ART: I am g-lad to hear the hon. 
gentleman does not begrudge that endowment. 
I think land values ought to be taxed. "'What 
has made the land in Brisbane valuable? Let 
us come down to particulars. A ;quare mile of 
territory here in Brisbane is worth, I RUppnse, 
somewhere about £7,000,000 or £8,000,000 for 
the 640 acres, and that does not take in'o 
acconnL the value of the property huilt npon 
that land. What gave that land this value? 
Is it not the expenditure of public monev in 
every portion of the colony? " 

The CHIE~' SECRETARY: And pri,ate money, 
too. 

Mr. STE\V ART: I have no doubt, private 
money, too ; but the priv::tte money has had its 
reward, and the public money has not bad its 
reward. 

The TREASURER: Not always. 
Mr. STEW AR'l' : We know very well that 

if the population of Brisbane left it to .. morrow, 
the site of Brisbane wnnld not be worth more 
than £1 per acre-£040, instead of between 
£7,000,000 and £8,000,000. 

Mr. REID : \Vhat, with a river frontage? 

Mr. STEW ART: With the river frontage 
and everything else thrown in. We find that it 
is population that gives land in Queensland its 
valuP. 

The CHIE~' SECRE'I'ARY: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. REm: Is that why you want immi-

gration? ' 
Mr. STEW ART: I say that what the State 

gives the State ought to get, and when we claim 
tha~ land v.alu~s "hould be taxed we are simply 
askmg for JustiCe, and for neither more nor less 
than our own. 

Mr. REm: \Vhat about the poor working chap 
with his 16-perch allotment? 

Mr. RYLAND : Yes, and the widow? 
Mr. STEW ART: It would pay the poor 

working man with his lfi-!•erch allotment to 
contribute a little by way of a land tax, if he 
could only see through it. 

Mr. J ACKSON : Why sell Crown lands at all? 
Why not nationalise the land? 

Mr. STEW ART: The great difficulty is that 
the presc>nt Government will not give birn the 
opportunity. There is one thing I am pleased 
about in connbction with federation, and it is 
about the only thing connected with it with 
which I am satisfied, and that is that with the 
advent of federation the Government of the 
colony will have to go in more and more for 
direct taxation. 

Mr. REID: The "fat man" will put that off 
as long as he can, 

Mr. STE\V ART: There is no doubt about 
that, bnt he will not be able to stave it off 
indefinitely. I v. ant to know how it is that the 
Government has never done anything for--

Mr. JACKSON: Hockbampton. 
Mr. STE\V ART: No, I hope I am not a roads 

!'nd bridges merr:b:r. I would scout the very 
Idea of not retammg my seat here without 
coddling my own particular electorate. I would 
go out and sweep the streets rather than be a 
mere poodle for wirepn!lers or Jogrollers of 
that description. I hope the hon. member for 
Kennedy does not class me in the same boat with 
himself. There IR one thing I am surpri"ed at 
and it is this : This Government have done ~ 
great deal for the sugar-growers and the pastoral
ists in the way of assisting them, and I want to 
know what they are going to do for the other 
farmers? In all the other colonies cheap money 
has been provided for the farmers, and th'e 
system has been successful wherever it has been 
tried. When is this Government going to do 
something for our farmers ? vVhen are they 

going to bke them out of the ha,nds of the 
money-lender and provide them with fairly cheap 
money, so as to ena.ble thern to cmnpete, on 
something like ]ere! terms, with the fanners of 
the other colonies? The hem. gentlem"n at the 
head of the Government doe'< not believe in people 
putting their money into the Savings Bank. He 
thinks it should be put into development. I say 
that where au opportunity presents itself for 
that sort of thing, the wi8eot thing for a man to 
do is to put his money into works of develop .. 
ment, hut a great mauy people have ca"h which 
it is not convenient for them to expend it in 
that fashion, and they put it into the Savings 
Bank. If thc·y want to apply it to clevelop
ment of the resources of the colony, why 
shouH there be; any impediment put in the 
way? I think that, instead of depending on the 

London n'arket for ca,b-which I 
[10'30 p.m.] belie;-e some day we shall find a 

broken reed-we ought to depend 
more on our own resources. Instead of the hon. 
gentleman in charge of the Treasnry putting 
impediments in the way of men putting money 
in the Government Savings Bank, he should giv-e 
the1n every encnuragernent; and he Rhould utilise 
that cash in developing the indu· tries of the colony. 
I think a step in that direction would be wel
comed, and would do a great deal to promote thf' 
prosperity of the colony. I do not intend 
to detain the Committee any longer, as I will 
have an opportunity of dealing with these several 
1natters when the _F~:..;tirnates con1e before ns. I 
only hope tlutt the Treasurer's estimate will tnrn 
ant to be a correct one, but I doubt that very 
much. 

The House rPsnrnerl ; and the CHAIRMAN re
ported progress, and obtained ]e,.ve to sit 
again to-n1urrow. 

The House adjourned at twenty-four minutes 
to 11 o'clock. 




