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Building Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.] University Bill.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

WEDNESDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER, 1900.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3
o'clock.

QUESTIONS,
‘Way LEAVES,

Mr. DUNSFORD (Charters Towers) asked
the Secretary for Mines—

1If it is his intention to introduce this session legisla-
tion amending the 62nd clause of the 1898 Mining Act
deuling with  way leaves”?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. R.
Philp, Townsville) replied—

No. It is considered that the Act now adequately
provides for the construction of passages intervening
hetween leaseholds.

AssisTant LAND AGENT, DALEY.

Mr. McDONALD, in the absence of Mr.
Lesina (Clermont), asked the Premier—

What is the name of the probaﬁoner appointed to the
duties of assistant land agent at Dalby.

The PREMIER replied—

Trank Gliddon Iilidge is being appointed junior eclerk
in the Lands Office at Dalby.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE.
RuMovuR re ConstITurioN oF Laxp CourT,

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders), without notice,
asked the Premier--Is there any truth in the
rumour that the hon. member for Herbert, Mr.
Cowley, is to be appointed to the Land Court in
place of Mr. Tully, resigned?

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, Townsville)
replied—There is no vacancy at present. Mr.
Tully has not resigned.

Mr. McDoxarnp: Is he not going to resign ?

The PREMIER: I do not know ; he has not
resigned yet. T heard that rumour eight years
ago.

PAPER.

The following paper, laid on the table of the
House, wus ordered to be printed—Report of the
Trustees of the Queensland National Art Gallery,
1899.

HARBOUR BOARDS ACT AMENDMENT
BI

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was
resolved—

That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself
into a Committee of the Whole to consider of the advis-
ableness of introducing a Bill to further amend the
Harbour Boards Aet, 1892,

QUINQUENNIAL CENSUS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

On the motion of the HOME SECRETARY
(Hon. J. F. G. Foxton, Carnarvon), it was
resolved—

That the House will, at its next sitting, resoive itself
into a Committee of the Whole to consider of the
desirableness of introducing a Bill to amend the Quin-
quennial Census Act of 1875 with respect to the day
upon which the census shall be taken in the year 1901.

UNIVERSITY BILL.

On the motion of the Hox, D. H. DAL-
RYMPLE (Mackay), it was resolved—

That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself
into a Cominittee of the Whole to consider of the
desirableness of introducing a Bill to incorporate and
endow the University of Queensland,
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GRAMMAR SCHOOLS INSPECTION
BILL.

On the motion of the Hon. D. H. DAL-
RYMPLT, it was resolved—

That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself
into a Committee of the Whole to cousider of the
desirableness of introducing a Bill to provide for the
inspection of Grammar Schools.

TRIAL OF PRISONERS FROM
THURSDAY ISLAND,

On the motion of Mr. FITZGERALD (Mit-
chell), it was resolved—

That there be laid upon the table of the Iouse a
return showing—

(1) The numbers of persons committed for trial from
Thursday Island to the Criminal Sittings of the Supreme
Cowrt at Cooktown during the years 1896, 1897, 1898,
1899, and 1900 respectively.

(2) The expenses. during such years of sending pri-
soners for trial from Thursday Island to Cooktown.

(3) The number of persons committed for trial to
the Cooktown Circuit Court from places other than
Thursday Island during the above years respectively.

(4) The expenses of sending same to trial.

SUPPLY.

ResumprioN or COMMITTEE—DEBATE ON
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Question—That there be granted to Her
Majesty, for the service of the year 1900-1901, a
sum not exceeding £300, to defray the salary
of the aide-de-camp to His Excellency the
Governor—

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon): I believe it is
usual on occasions of this kind to congratulate
the hon, gentleman who has delivered the
Financial Statement. I may say that I have
great pleasure in doing so on this occasion, for
two reasons. In the first place, T congratulate
him on the manner in which the Statement was
delivered. For a man troubled as he is at the
present time with the prevailing influenza, to
stand up for two hours and a quarter and
read the Financial Statement in the manner
he did, places him in a very high rank,
even amongst members of the Labour party.
Another reason I have for congratulating him is
on account of the effort he has made in his some-
what optimistic statement to counteract the
pessimistic forebodings of his colleague, the
Secretary for Railways. I say at once that I
much prefer a man who is a little bit too
sanguine than the man who is always looking at
the dark side of things. The Statement which
the hon. gentleman has delivered shows that he
has faith in Queensland, whether it is well
founded or not. Now, I shall not go through
every item of the Statement. It seems to me
that it is something like those we have been
used to for the past five or six years, and which
were inaugurated by Mr. (now Sir Hugh) Nelson.
As has been said here more than once, it was an
essay rather than what is acceptied as a Financial
Statement or Budget Speech in the other colonies
and elsewhere. However, it is a very useful pro-
duction, and although it may contain what some
would think a great deal of extraneous matter,
yet it is full of useful information. Whether
the deductions drawn from that information
by the Treasurer are right or not is another
question. Reading the Speech over very care-
fully I am reminded of an ntterance of the hon.
gentleman who is now Chief Secretary, the
Hon, J. R. Dickson, when speaking on a
Financial Statement delivered in 1895 by Sir
Hugh Nelson. The hon. gentleman, in the very
nice language he can use, congratulated the then
Treasurer very heartily on the Statement he had
made ; he spoke very highly of its literary
merits, and so forth ; but, acting ashe then was
as the candid friend of the Government, he wound
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up by saying: “I would like the Treasurer,
when replying, if he does reply, to point out to
this House where there is any shadow of a policy
in this Statement.” I feel, on the present oceca-
sion, very much inclined to re-echo that hon.
gentleman’s request, and to ask the Treasurer, or
some other member of the Government who may
speak on this question, to point out where any
policy is outlined in the Statement before us
now. If there is any policy at all, it is chiefly
in reference to the famous private enterprise
of which we have heard so much recently.
In almost every paragraph some reference is made
to private enterprise. [f that is the policy
of the Government, well and good. It is their
policy and mnot ours on this side; but it
1s the only policy T can discover in this speech.
Of course, we are all glad to see that the
Treasurer has again got a surplus. I do
not wish to take away any credit that may
be due to the hon. gentleman, but it seems
to me that, in regard to Financial State-
ments, there is, generally speaking, a great
amount of luck. We have receipts exceeding the
estimate by cluse on £200,000, and it seems to me
that that is a very fair margin to come and go
upon. There is, however, one little thing that
struck me, It is very cheering to see that these
surpluses are being put to the credit of a sinking
fund. I believe the Chief Secretary does not
altogether endorse that, but, at all events, the
present system has led to something like
£445,720 being paid off the accumulated deficits
of the past in about six years. Now, what sur-
prises me is this: We are continually being
told by leading members of this House, and by
the Press outside, that Parliament is deteriorat-
ing ; that it used to contain men of a very
much better class—more statesmen and greater
Treasurers. In fact they were giants in those
days, and we are only pigmies in this. There
were two men, we have been told, who were
once leaders in this House, who were the great-
est politiclans that Queensland has ever seen.
The late Sir Thomas McIlwraith we have heard
held up time after time by members opposite
as the greatest Treasurer Queensland ever had
—a giant in finance and in his policies generally.
The present Chief Justice, Sir Samuel Griffith,
has also been held up time after time as an
example of a great leader. We were told by Sir
Hugh Nelson in 1893 that under the guidance
of these illustrious men, whom we are told to
look up to so very much, there was totted up the
nice little accumulated deficit of £1,566,817.
During these last few years the Treasurers who
have followed them—who have professed to look
to them for guidance, and to reverence them—-
have managed to accumulate nearly a quarter of
a million surpluses. If that is so, it seems to
me that the heaven-born Treasurers of the past
must have been only myths, and that it is only
those who have succeeded them that are heaven-
born. However, that is a matter that can
hardly be decided now, but it would be very
interesting if we could get the opinion of those
past Treasurers on the present or more recent
Treasurers, because, with rival Treasurers on
rival sides of the House, it is always a matter of
opinion which is right and which is wrong. We
cannot have a greater iustance of that than is
afforded by the neighbouring colony, where Mr.
George Reid and Sir William ILyne are at
loggerheads. Mr. Reid had the faculty of build-
ing up surpluses. All the time he was in office
he used to show what splendid surpluses he had,
but he has gone down. Mr. Liyne happened to
get on top, and he has remained there long
enough to be able to demolish all Mr, George
Reid’s surpluses. He has proved, as the present
Government have proved, that the other Govern-
ment had all deficits,
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An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: He appointed a
commission.

Mr. BROWNZF.: And he appointed a com-
mission. The time may come, in another year
or two, when Mr. George Reid will get back
again, and he may have a commission ; and,
considering the way that Treasurers’ Statements
are made up, I shall be quite prepared to see
Mr, George Reid, and the commission that he
appoints, demonstrating that Mr. Lyne piled up
all the deficits, and Mr. George Reid’s surpluses
were all right enough. I am just pointing out
that it seems peculiar that in the past, with all
this ability, we got deficits, and now, when we
are told that an inferior set of men have come
in, they can make surpluses all the time. There
are just one or two things in the Statement that
I wish to allude to.  One is the paragraph deal-
ing with the Government Savings Bank. 0
not think there is a member i the House, on
this side or that, but will re-echo the Treasurer’s
pleasure at seeing the way in which that institu-
tion has advanced.

HonoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. BROWNE : I'do not think there is a
member in this House, more especially on this
side, who will not do that, because it is another
argument in favour of what we have always
advocated—that is, the establishment of a State
bank right out. The Treasurer’s Statement
here shows, that at the time of the greatest de-
pression the people of the country had absolute
confidence in the Government Savings Bank,
when they had not any in any other. There are
some figures in this parsgraph which show the
operations of the different years, and the ditferent
dates, and the hon. gentleman, of course, has
taken the credit of all this to the Government.
He points out that the funds in the Government
Savings Bank were at their lowest ebb in 1892,
butin 1893 the institution turned the corner, and
the funds commenced to rise until, at the end of
1899, they had reached an amount quite urnpre-
cedented in the annals of the bank., Now, these
are two rather peculiar years. I do not want
to say for a moment that the reason I am going
to give of the advance is the correct one, but I
say we have as much justification for using it as
the Government have for claiming the credit.
We all remember that the depression of the
years 1892-93 was followed immediately by the
entrance into the Chamber of fifteen Labour
men, who constituted the first Labour party
announced in the Parliament of Qneensland, and
that very year the funds in the Government
Savings Bank commenced to rise after the
deplorab’e depletion they had suffered before.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: There was a
restoration of public confidence.

Mr. BROWNE: And it is rather peculiar,
but we find that last year when this unprece-
dented amount was held by the bank—when
they had something which had never been known
before—in the first quarter of that year, a Labour
Government came into power in Queensland.

MEemBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear!
(Ministerial laughter.)

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : And went out again.

Mr. BROWNE : Now I contend, for the hon.
members sitting behind me on this side of the
House, that since their advent into this Chamber
and since their advent into power there has been
a wonderful restoration of confidence, and I
think we may cordially congratulate the House
upon it, and I may congratulate my friends.
Now I am not going through all these items,
but there is just something with regard to the
railway receipts I would like to say. The hon.
gentleman pointed out that there is only a
slight increase there, and he expects a decrease
owing, as he explained, to a very great rise in
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the expenditure. Now the first reason he gives
for this increase is the heavy repairs to all classes
of rolling-stock, the work connected with which
had been accumulating from previous years,
owing to the impossibility of withdrawing the
stock from traffic. Now, whose fault was that?
On the front Treasury bench there are three suc-
cessive Ministers for Railways. The Hon. the
Chief Secretary was a Minister for Railways ;
the Hon. the Premier was a Minister for Rail-
ways, and the hon. member for Normanby is the
present Minister for Railways. For the last six
or seven years those gentlemen have been
running the Railway Department. Why did
they allow the engines and the rolling-stock to
deteriorate in the way that they did in those
years, so that the colony is now put to all this
greatly increased expenditure, which hax to be
incurred in replacing these things at the present
time when they ought to have been replaced or
repaired year after year? We know that this
matter has been brought up time after time in
this House every year, and there is no disguising
the fact that the gentleman who has been for
many years the head of the locomotive branch,
advised that these things should be done.
Unfortunately, he was not a gentleman with
a stiff enough back, and as soon as the Minister
spoke to him, or the Commissioner wanted
to make things look a little bright, he with-
drew, and the engines and boilers aud rolling-
stock were allowed to get into the discreditable
condition in which they were last year. Now,
I see that the present Commissioner’s earnings
are to be gradually used up in providing other
things which ought to have been provided
years ago, and during all that time the railways
have been under the control of the gentleman
who is there at the present time. Now, the other
three reasons that they give are : Providing new
boilers for a large number of locomotives;
increased pay to all classes of railway employees;
heavy traffic in starving stock, the receipts
from which were mnot of a remunerative
character, and the carriage of large quantities
of fodder at unremunerative rates. I think it may
very well be asked here, Would anyone of these
objects have been achieved if the railways had
been in the hands of the boasted syndicates we
hear so much about just now? Would the rail-
way employees have got a rise in wages if they
had been private railways? Would they have
carried. starving stock at unremunerative rates
throughout the whole of the colony to try to
save the pastoral industry, if they had been
private railways? Would they have ecarried
large quantities of fodder at unremunerative
rates, to help the pastoralist on the one side and
the struggling farmer on the other? To my
mind, decidedly they would not, and one of the
strongest reasons why we should stick to our
present system, I think, is this paragraph in
the Hon, Treasurer’s Statement., But we are

more concerned with the estimate

[4 pom.] of revenue for the current year than
with what has taken place in the
past. I notice that the hon., gentleman is

very moderate in his anticipations of revenue,
and I think rightly so. I think it will be the
opinion of most members of the House, and of
business men throughout the colony, that he has,
if anything, been too sanguine, and is erring on
the hopeful side, as the possibilities do not look
nearly as bright as he thivks. I will not follow
out that matter, as I am not going into the
Statement as a budding Treasurer. 1am simply
pointing out facts, and I say I am glad the hon.
geutleman has been moderate in his anticipa-
tions of revenue. I want to deal for a moment
with the probable expenditure, and as it includes
expenditure which I, with other hon. members,
very strongly object to, I will ‘deal with 1t a
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little more lengthily, Under this heading, the
very first thing T see in the Statement, under
the Chief Secretary’s Department, is—

A new item amounting to £40.000 appears under the
head of defence, being expenses connected with the
contingents for service in South Africa.

I ]((}o not so much object to that, but we are
told—

The Land Force, to which considerable additions are
proposed to be made, requires an increased appro-
g:]i:gt}ilon of £49,450, and the Marine Torce an increase of
‘When speaking on the Address in Reply on the
subject of defence, I said that, considering the
outlook, the Government should have some
scheme of defence to consider and some proposal
for increasing the defence of the colony, and that
if it was on anything like a reasonable scale I
should be prepared to support it. I have some
figures here, which I have carefully prepared
from the Treasurer’s own tables and from the
Estimates, and I will ask any hon. member,
when he has heard the expenditure proposed for
the defence of the colony, and for the land force
especially, whether he thinks the cclony is able
to bear it. I am going to give hon. members
just what we are to be asked to vote for
the current financial year. In the first
place there is the increased vote required for the
Land Defence Force of £49,450 from revenue,
and £54,099 from loan. Then there is the
increase of £7,821 from revenus required for the
Marine Defence Force. This makes the total
of increased votes required for the year, £111,370.
Now let us see what the total of the votes we are
asked to vote this year amounts to: Iand
Defence Force, from revenue and loan, £207,622 ;
Marine Force, from revenue and loan, £25,210;
Defence Force, new buildings, from the works
vote, £5,000; land defence, headquarters office,
from loan, £1,500 ; naval headquarters, frqm loan,
£1,000; naval magazine, £1,800-—makingatotal of
£242,132. Inaddition to that we have £40,000 for
theSouth African contingents—andhon. members
must remember that has nothing whatever to do
with the £145,000 already spent—£14,000 for the
naval squadron and £2,657 for federal garrisons.
That wmakes £56,657 more, so that the total
amount we are to be asked to vote for defence
this year will be £298,783—mnearly £300,000 to be
spent on defence this year! I would like hon.
members to look at the Estimates and compare
that amount with what we are asked to vote
for any other service in the colony. I have
taken the trouble to go through the amounts we
are asked to vote for other services, and I find
we are asked to vote for charitable allowances,
£71,730; for insanity—-lunatic asylums, £46,268 ;
benevolent asylums, £22,109; public health,
£6,080; labour burean, £5,830; quarantine,
£788 ; and reception houses, £3,102.

Mr, Dawson: All charities.

Mr. BROWNE : Yes, all charities you may
say, and the total for charities, hospitals,
benevolent asylums, labour. bureau, and every-
thing else is £155,907—a trifle more than half
the amount we are asked to vote for the defence
of the colony. I say there is no reason what-
ever in this, however anxious we may be for
defence, and especially when, as I point out, we
have federation and we will want the Federal
Government to deal with the whole question of
defence. I say the thing is perfectly unjustifi-
able, and the taxpayers of this colony should
not be asked to vote that sum of money, and
when we come to the Estimates I will do what
I can to get it reduced. Another point to
which, with other members of this House, T have
previously referred is the difference between the
votes for the land and marine forces. The
total vote for the land force for this year is
£207,622, and for the marine force it is £25,210
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I can quite understand it, after some of the
things we have heard said lately. Only the
other day, at a little bit of a gathering 1 was
very pleased to be at, the British army was
spoken of, and we heard what a grand army it
was, and that our soldiers had made Great
Britain what she is, and all the rest of it. That
may be so, and I have as much respect for the
British army, and am as proud of it as most
people ; but when I went to school it was not the
army that I heard made Great Britain what she
is, or that kept her. There was a little thing
they called the navy, and grand as the British
army may be, we know it is only a small
force. Everyone knows that, though man for
man the British army may be equal to or
superior to any other army in the world,
if you put a small force like the British
army against the Continental armies, it would,
by the mere force of weight of numbers, be
utterly crushed. No, itis thelittle drop of water
around her and her navy that have done so much
for great Britain, and that have pu$ her in the
prominent position she is in.  And Ihave always
said that if, in this country, we are to have a
defence force, almost our first line of defence
should be a naval force. Instead of that, here
we have, in this gigantic scheme of defence for
this colony, £207,000 proposed to be spent on a
military force, and £25,000 only for our naval
force. There is something wonderful in it.
Right through we find the same thing, and what
would be really useful in our army here, such as
the rifle corps and volunteer branches of the force,
get no encouragement at all. It is the same thing *
over and over again, and we are getting a
military caste herein Queensland. Itisevidence
of what Sir Horace Tozer told us on several
occasions, that they were trying to control him
and the Government, It seems as if they were
going to doit.

Mr. McDonarp : They have done it.

Mr. BROWNLE : Going through these figures
with hon. members they have told me they had
no idea we were plunging into this expenditure
of nearly £300,000 on defence-——more than the
expenditure for almost any other departwment,
and within £12,000 of what we are asked to
spend on the schools of the whole colony. We
are spending £311,000 on the schools of the
colony, and we have an education system we
are all proud of, and we are asked to spend
nearly the same amount to keep up the Defence
Force. I say the thingis absurd altogether, and
it is one of the things I take most exception to
in the Financial Statement. That is the reason
I have dwelt so lengthily on this matter.

Mr. Dawson : A'lot of that will be uniforms.

Mr. BROWNE: I notice that some reference
is made to the Police Department, which is
under the Home Secretary, and T would like to
ask the Minister if there 1s going to be any dis-
cussion on that matter this year. TLast year we
had a very lengthy report presented to this
House by the Police Comumissioners ; but at the
expressed wish of the Home Secretary the dis-
cussion on that report was postponed. I notice
that the Commissioner of Police alludes to it in
not very complimentary terms. He says there
were three disturbing influences, such as the
Gatton and Oxley murders and the Royal Com-
mission, so that he places the commission in
the same category as those murders. However,
it would be much preferable, as suggested last
year, that a time should be fixed when we could
discuss that report, or thereport of any other com-
mission, instead of mixing it up with other things,
T will now allude to another large iterm in the
Statement. The Treasurer states that the
amount required for immigration is the same as
last year. Well, immigration is another thing
that hon. members on this side very strongly
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" object to. We are spending this £50,000 quite
unnecessarily. We are making the taxpayer pay
for bringing a lot of people here when we have a
lot of unemployed amongst us. I am not going
very lengthily into that matter, because I will
have another opportunity of speaking on it.
I am sorry the Chief Secretary has left the
Chamber, because I know that this is his child,
For many years he has been carrying abous this
infant, which he thinks is the panacea for all evils
in the colony. I would like to draw hon. mem-
bers’ attention to the fact that under our present
system of immigration Queensland has spent
more_on immigration than any of the other
colonies, and nothing beneficial has resulted from
it. We have spent 413,210,428 on immigration,
and we don’t number 500,000 people yeb. The
colony that has spent the next highest amount
is Tasmania—£285,714.

The TREASURER: What about New Zealand ?

Mr. BROWNE: I have not the figures with
regard to New Zealand. I am dealing with the
Australian colonies. New South Wales has
spent on immigrasion £194,430, Western Aus-
tralia £23,034, but Victoria and South Australia
have never spent one shilling on immigration out
of loan money.

Mr. JacksoN : Why should they when we are
spending it for them ?

Mr. BROWNE: That is just whatI was
going to say. We have been for years finding
money to populate other colonies. During the
last few months many immigrants have been
brought here, and some of these men and women
who have come here have been seen in different
parts of New South Wales and even down in
Victoria. They have been brought out at the
expense of the taxpayers of this colony to
populate the other colonies.

Mr. STewART : That is brotherly love.

Mr. BROWNE: Before we show such
brotherly or sisterly love, charity should begin
at home. We should look after our own colony.
The hon. gentleman’s figures show that we have
spent over £3,000,000 on immigration, and
yet many of the people we bring hers do
not stop in the colony. Where do you find these
people ?

The TREASURER : All over the colony,

Mr. BROWNE : If all shese facts and figures
in the Statement are correct, we ought to have a
population of over 1,000,000, instead of having
less than 500,000,

d"%n HonouraBLE MEeMBER : They may have
ied,

Mr. BROWNE : T do not think so; as a rule
we are pretty long-living people. I believe, as
the Treasurer himself said in his Statement last
year, that if we offer favourable conditions
people will come here without having their pas-
sages paid. On looking at the home papers—not
labour or democratic papers, but Tory papers—we
1ind that the commission agents get 10s. 6d. per
head, irrespective of age or sex, man, woman, or
child, black or white, or anything else

The TREASURER : No.

Mr. BROWNE: To these agents they are
worth 10s. 6d. per head—just the same as
recruiting for kanakas used to be to the cap-
tains of vessels years ago. We had to stop that,
and we ought to put a stop to this system, under
which many people are induced to come out
under false pretences. I am not saying anything
against Mr, Randall or other recognised
immigration agents, but I say that people
who have come out here have been delibérately
led astray, and have heen deluded by commission
agents for the sake of this 10s. 6d. per head.
However, we will deal with the matter when
it comes along on the ¥stimates. The next sub-
ject I wish to refer to is mining, I may say
that I feel just as pleased as the Treasurer with
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the progress the mining industry has made
during the last few years. I am very glad
to see that. As long as facts are stuck to I
do not care how bright they make our pros-
pects appear; but I am not going to follow
the Treasurer in all his deductions from those
facts. In a paragraph on page 18 of the Finan-
cial Statement the hon. gentleman spealks about
the attractiveness of our mineral exhibits at the
Exhibition in London, and the splendid adver-
tisement they were for the mining industry of
Queensland. I thoroughly agree with him in
that ; and whatever assistance I have been able
to give in that direction I have always been
pleased to render, for the purpose of attracting
capital and labour to the colony in order to
develop our mines. But I am not in accord with
the hon. gentleman when he says that—

As a result, we have now before us several applica-

tions from wealthy people who are prepared to invest
their capital, not only in developing our mines, but also
in constructing cheap and sure means of conveying the
product to the sea-coast.
I wasnot in favour of the exhibition for that
purpose at all, for T do not approve of the
development of our mines by the construction of
private railways. Hitherto the railways of the
colony have been built by the people of the
colony, and they are able to do that still. The
hon. gentleman then draws a rather vivid
picture of what can be done if those lines were
worked by private companies, and of what a hive
of industry the Gulf country would be if it were
intersected by a network of railways. I should
like to tell the hon. gentleman, and the Com-
mittee, that I am one of those who havelived for
many years in the Gulf country, and who have
pictured what a hive of industry we should have
there if this Government, which has been in
office for so many years, had done what they
ought to have done for the mining industry.
Let merefer hon. membersto a Budget Speech de-
livered recently inanothercolony, wheretheyhave
not a heaven-born Treasurer, but only an extreme
democratic fellow at the head of the Govern-
ment—that is, New Zealand, The Budget Speech
of the Treasurer of that colony was one of the
pleasantest bits of reading I have come across
for a long time. Mr. Seddon, like other
Treasurers, iz pleased when he has a surplus,
and he is the happy possessor this year of the
nice surplus of £605,351. And what is Mr.
Seddon doing to develop the mining industry,
and help miners and other people in the colony ?
He is not inviting people outside to go there and
build railways—nothing of the sort—but he has
remitted for this year taxation on ‘‘kerosene,
rice, salt, coffee, cocoa, mining machinery, dredg-
ing machinery, engines and boilers for mnining
and dredging, and portable and traction engines.”
The mining members on both sidesin this House
have been asking the Government time after time
to have the taxes taken off mining machinery.

Mr. Dawsoxn: We had a fight for three nights
over it on the last Tariff Bill.

Mr. BROWNE : Yes, we fought for it on
that Bill, and on every possible occasion. If the
hon. gentleman would do that, he would do
something which would make things look brighter
in the Gulf country. For some thirteen or
fourteen years there has been £500,000 standing
voted to build a railway from Normanton to
Cloncurry, and the amount is still unexpended.
If that work had been carried out we should
have had the hive of iudustry the hon. gentleman
talked about in his Statement. Then, again,
we have been waiting year after year to
have the Norman bar dredged. A dredge was
brought out especially for that work, but
it was sent down to Brisbane under false
pretences, and the work has remained undone
for fourteen years. We have a dredge there
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now, but the work ought to have been carried
out long ago. The same kind of thing has
happened in regard to railways and other works
for the Gulf country. Governments have pro-
mised them time after time, but without any
result, and this consecutive, or continuous Go-
vernment, or whatever you may choose to call it,
has been the biggest offender in that respect. If
the Treasurer wants to give the mining industry
and the miners in the Gulf country a fair chance,
let him follow the example of other countries
and treat them as he has treated other industries
in the colony. Why should he assist the agri-
cultural and the pastoral industries, and retain
the duty on mining machinery ?

The TREASURER : There is very little duty on
mining machinery now,

Mr. BROWNIE : We helped the farmers to
get the duties taken off agricultural machinery,
and when we asked that the same treatment
should be meted out to the mining industry we
were told that the Government could not afford
to do it, and they have not afforded it yet.

The TREASURER: The duties were taken off
mining machinery long ago.

Mr. BROWNE : If they were taken off long
ago, what is the reason the Government are col-
lecting 25 per cent. duty at the present time on
all mining machinery coming into the colony ?

The TREASURER: Not on all mining machinery.

Mr. BROWNE : On engines and boilers, and
all mining machinery, with the exception of some
patent machinery. On roller mills, which were
exempt, or supposed to be exempt, under the
tariff of 1896 they are chargivg duty now in the
Gulf ports.

The TREASURER @
Customs Department. )

Mr. BROWNE: But the men who have paid
the duty cannot get a refund.

The TREASUGRER : They may never have
applied.

Mr. BROWNE : These things are hampering
the industry, not only in the Gulf country, but
also in other parts of the colony. I notice in that
very cheerful Budget Speech delivered by Mr.
Seddon, that while remitting the duties I have
mentioned he is putting away £200,000, not for
dafence force purposes, but for old-age pensions,
A provision of that sort in this colony would be
a little more encouragement to the working
miners, who are fretting their hearts out in
gullies in the back country, thinking that even-
tually they will have to go to Dunwich, If a
sum were put on the Estimates to requite these
old soldiers of industry that would be a great
deal better than spending £300,000 or £400,000
to make soldiers when we have no need for
them. During the last six years the Government
of New Zealand have reduced railway rates by
an amount equal to £369,439. I wonder what
the farmers and miners of this colony, who are
asking for cheap railway freights, would think
if this Government, which has been in power
for some seven or eight years, had reduced rail-
way rates to the extent of £369,439, That
would have beon a way to assist the industry,
and it would have been a great deal better
way than asking for outside aid, The speeches
that we hear from the other side of the House,
and the legislation that it is attempted to have
passed, bring to my mind what I used to see
on missionary tracts when I was a little boy
going to Sunday school. There was always
a picture of an island and a little blackfellow
with his two hands clasped, crying, ‘‘Come over
and help us.” That is the position of the hon.
gentleman and his colleagues ; they are standing
like the little boy on the island, praying syndi-
cates to ““Come over and help us.” I do not
intend to take up much more of the time of the
Committee. With regard to the pastoral indus-
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That is a mistake of the
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try, I shall only say that I was very pleased to
see the Treasurer’s statement that the percent-
age of losses has not been nearly so bad as many
of us anticipated.

Mr. Forsyri: That is only to the end of last

ear.
7 Hon. D. H. DanryvMpLE: They have not
counted their losses yet.

Mr. BROWNE : I quite agree with the hon,
mewmber for Mackay that they have not counted
their losses yet, but still T think that most hon.
members who have travelled about the colony,
and seen the state of the country and read
descriptions of it, were quite prepared to believe
that the losses had been a great deal heavier,
even up to the end of last year, than appear from
the Treasurer’s Statemens. And I am sure that
hon, members on buth sides of the House will be
pleased that the losses have not been so great as
was anticipated.

My, SarrH ; The losses will come innext year.

Mr. BROWNE : I am afraid our losses will

come in next year, as the hon.
[4'30 p.m.] member for Bowen says, but let us
hope they will not be as heavy as
has been anticipated. At the conclusion of the
Statement there is a very nice paragraph, which
is very nicely worked up. I congratulate the
hon. gentleman, and feel a good deal with him in
his enthusiasm in the matter in some respects;
but, at the same time, there are one or two
things in it which I can hardly understand. He
seems to have struck a remarkable fact in one
place. He says—

T am pleased to observe that the economic fact that
the harmonious working together of capital and labour
is essential to the well-being and advancement of both
is steadily impressing itself upon the minds of the great
bulk of the people.

1 have been knecking about for many years, and
I was always under the impression that the
harmonious working together of capital and
labour was a very desirable thing, and it is a
thing which many of us have tried very hard to
achieve, even with regard to industrial disputes.
The fact that a very large deputation has waited
upon the Premier this session, and that from all
parts of the country at the present time petitions
are coming in from the great mass of the
people, asking for boards of conciliation and
arbitration so as to try and get capital and labour
to work harmonicusly together, ought to have
shown the hon. gentleman that that was con-
sidered by the great mass of the people as a very
desirable thing, For years past hon. members
of this party have been continually agitating for
this thing, and hon. members on the other side
never could recognise it. It seems to me that,
instead of this thing having just struck the great
mass of the people, the great unthinking mass
of the people have been aware of it all the vime,
and that it has only just dawned on the stupend-
ous intellects of hon, gentlemen on the front-
Treasury bench that it is desirable that capital
and labour should work harmoniously together,
It seems as if this is a little bit of padding,
unless, as I say, this has really only just struck
the hon. gentleman for the first time 1n his life,
The short summary the hon. gentleman gives at
the end of his Statement is very good-—

To sum up—I may express my conviction that no
hion, member ean point to any other country in the
world in which—in a similar period of time and with
such a small population—so muech material and social
progress has been made, and in which so much hag
been done to develop natural resources as in this fair
territory of Queensland.

I say * Hear, hear !” heartily tothat. You can-

* not point to any other country in the world

which has developed its resources more in pro-
portion to its populationthan Queensland. And
above all, it has been done by the people of
Queensland, all under the State, without going
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home and trying to pawn Queensland to the
syndicates of the old country. That is one of
the things we have to be proud of, and it would
be very mean of us, and we should be showing
our inferiority to the men who have gone before
us—who were the pioneers of thig country—if,
after getting this great gift from them, we wens
and pawned the lot at oncs simply to rai-c the
wind for another year or two. I can agree with
the hon. gentleman when he says—

I think it will be adinitted that we ean now fearlessly

join in the long desired union of the Australian St N
whichis about to be constunmated, and together assistin
forming a vation which will take its placen tlhe fore-
most rank of the enlightened, peaceable, and prosperous
countries of the civilised world.
I did my little best, as a federalist, to help to
get the referendum carried, and I believe that
Queensland is quite fit to stand shoulder to
shoulder with the other colonies, but I cannot
help regretting that, just on the eve of that union
taking place, it should be propused that this
colony should enter that union with a pawn
sicket in her pocket, and that the time may
come when some syndicate will sell her off just
as any other pawnbroker would sell his unre-
deemed pledges. We have a grand colony, and
we have a grand future before us. The people
of the colony have done great things in the past,
andIbelievethatthe present and therisinggenera-
tion are just as good as those who have gone
before, that Queensland’s resources are just as
large as those of any other colony in the group,
and that she is fit to take her place in the
federation of the colonies with ary of them. In
conclusion, I may say, in regard to the fulure,
that, no matter what party is in power, I hope
the Treasurer’s anticipations for next vear will
be more than realised. I hope that every time
this House meets—no matter who sits on the
front Treasury benches—that they will bave the
pleasure of showing a sorplus. It is not a
question of party., It is not a question of the
Philp Government, or the Dickson Govern-
ment, or a Government of the Labour party, or
a Government from any other party in this
House, when we come to the Financial State-
ment. It is a question of the prosperity or the
wretchedness of the people of Queensland, and I
say, if the country is looking brizht, no matter
which political party is in power, to the people
of Queensland it matters not, and the people of
Queensland, in matters of this sort, should be
the first consideration of every hon. member in
this House.

MEeMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear!

After a pause,

Mr. KIDSTON (Rockhampton) rose.

MEeMBERS of the Opposition: Wait for a
Minister! What about courtesy ?

Mr. KIDSTON then resumed his seat.

After a further pause,

Mr. FrsHER: No defence !

* The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R.
Dickson, Bulimba), then rose, and said: I did
not intend to rise at this stage of the discussion,
because I do not think that the hon. member
who has just addressed the Committee has raised
any serious points of debate, or any plain
criticism against the merits of the Financial
Statement.

Mr. Lesina : What about immigration ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : We will come
to that presently.

Mr, Dawson: He has giten you some very
plain facts indeed.

The CHIEFSECRETARY : Ifhon. members

will give me alittle time, I will refer to one or-

two points. I say the reason why I did not rise
when the hon. member for Croydon resumed his
seat was because I should have preferred to have
heard some more severe criticism of the Financial
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Statement than the hon. member has given to it.
The hon. gentleman, considering his position as
leader of the Opposition, has dealt generously
with the Statement, and has recognised the great
care and attention which has been given to it by
the Treasurer, who has produced a document
whizh, T am sure, will be read with very great
interest, not only by people in Queensland, but
v hich will also recerve very careful attention, and
1ajze continued hopes of fuller prosperity for the
great colony of Queensland among the people
who will read it in the mother country. Itisa
very capable document, aud contains the financial
history snd the history of the material progress
of the country dnring the past twelve months, T
am sure, as I have said, that it will be carefully
perused, snd will afford great satisfaction to
those who take an interest in the growth and
development of (ueensland, and I can assure
you, Mr. Grimes, that there are a very large
number of people in the mother country who
watch our proceedings with very great interest.

Mr, JENKINSON : Hear, hear!

The CHIEF SECRETARY : And I believe
there are a very large number of people who
would desire to have larger interests and invest-
ments in Queensiand if they could feel sure that
they would not be penalised at some future date
by some change of policy on the part of the
Government. Although the lean recently sold
by the Treasurer has not perhaps fulfilled expec-
tations on this side, yet I consider it was sold
satisfactorily under o'l the circumstances with
which it was surroundes.

Mr. JENKINSON : No.  Practically a failure.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I cannot agree
with my hon. friend. The loan was sold as
satisfactorily as any lean could be at that par-
ticular time. It was placed on the advice of the
best financial experience that could be obtained,
and had it not been for the Eastern complications
which just then cropped up, the loan would have
realived a very much higher price. But notwith-
standing the mishap of thix Eastern complica-
tion being simultaneously announced with the
advent of the Inan, it has been considered by the
financial authorities in England that it was sold
as well as could possibly be expected, and we
have the satisfaction of knowing that it was suld
considerably higher than the loans of our sister
colonies which were submitted some weeks previ-
ously.

Mr. Groowu: The London Times does not
32y S0,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Itis a fact
neverthelews, and can be worked out by spatistics.
I did read some comments in the Sydney Morn-
ing Herald to that effect which really did not
state the facts in connection with the yprice rea-
lised by the Queensland loan.

Mr., F1suEr: We do not know what the price

ret.

'z‘be CHIET SHCRETARY : Yes; £94 0s.
1d. was the average price.

Mr. Fisugr: The Treasurcr does not know all
the charges yet.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : They have not
yet come to hand, but he can very well guess
from the charges which have been incurred in
previous years.

Mr. Frsuen: We have had experience of that
before. |

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The loan was
sold at £94 0s, 1d, average gross, and that is
equivalent to an interest of £3 8s. per cent. That
provides interest and redemption on the deprecia-
tion.

Mr. FisugER: What was the commission for
underwriting ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY ; I think that was
at the rate of £1 Ds, percent. However, those are
the charges incidental to all loans, no matter what

is
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the price may be which is obfained. Both the
South Australian and Western Australian loans

had to be underwritten, so that that charge.

applied to all three. The price realised by our
loan was certainly better than that realised for
the loans of those two colonies, because it must
be borne in mind that their loans carried accrued
interest for a considerable period, whereas our
loan carried no interest except from the 1st
July. Now, I do not intend to speak at length
in reply to the hon. gentleman. I deprecate
entirely his remarks about immigration, T say
that, at the present time, the greatest care 1s
being exercised in London in connection with
sending 1mmigrants out to this colony. The
immigrants brought here are confined to farm
labourers and domestic servants, and there are
restrictions in regard to the size of families ;
that is to say, that people with large families
are not accepted. Only a day or two ago I
had a report {rom the Immigration Office,
in which the fullest satisfaction has been
expressed with the class of immigrants, and I
am informed that they have readily found
employment. I believe that at the present time
there is only one person in the depdt. All the
immigrants by the ‘“ Duke of Norfolk” and the
previous vessels have been absorbed, and repre-
sentations have been made that more people of a
similar class could be absorbed in our different
towns,

Mr, McDoNALD : At the rate of wages they
get.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Some of them join
the unemployed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The immigrants
brought here from time to time have found full
employment, and certainly do not go to recruit
the ranks of the unemployed.

Mr. McDovarp: They get such miserable
wages.

The CHIEF SHCRETARY : I have nothing
to do with the wages question.

Mr. McDovNaLD : That is important.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They receive
wages, I understand, to their satisfaction.

Mr. McDonaLb : They must accept what they
can get.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : They appear to
be happily settled and comfortable. I speak
from actual knowledge when I say that when the
immigrants by the ‘“Jumna” were starting off,
Sir Horace Tozer held a sort of social in sheir
honour. They were invited to a large hall near
the Agent-General’s office, and there limelight
views of Queensland were exhibited for their
information—views taken from actual photo-
graphs of different portions of Queensiand.

Mr. Ruin: Who explained the views ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Sir Horace
Tozer himself. (Opposition laughter.) And he
did it very ably and very truthfully.

Mr. J. HamirroN : You recognised the scenes?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Yes, distinctly.
I was invited to be present and address a few
words of encouragement and advice to the immi-
grants, I told them distinetly that they need
not expect that they were going to a sort of
El Dorado where they would pick up gold in the
streets, I wald that without perseverance and
industry, and abstemious living, they need not
hope to get on and that they would be better
where they were; but I also teld them, and I
repeat it now, that there is no portion of the
British Empire where men or women of good
character, abstemious habits, and with patient
industry, can get a better reward for their
labours than in” Queensland. I never held to
the belief that 500,000 people were destined
to be the occupants of this vast portion of
Australia, & country which I firmly believe
will comfortably hold as many millions as there
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are now thousands located in it. This I wish
always to be borne in mind in my advocacy of
immigration. I should very much object to a
sudden descent of labour, whether of the domestic
or farm labouring class on the shores of this
colony, but I say we can absorb gradually the
moderate amount of immigration which we are
now enccuraging—something like 500 every two
or three months, I can only say that if hon,
gentlemen opposite fee] that this is an undue in-
crease of population they must have very little
confidence in the future of the colony.

Mr. BROWNE: We object to the fact that they
go to the other colonies.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We have not
had a census for the last ten years, and we do
not know what the population of the colony
really is. In this connection I may say that [
was surprised to find that the statistical commis-
sion which recently sat in the south in connection
with federation representatives has stated that
Queensland has a population of under half a
million. I only hope that the census which will
be taken in the first year of the new century will
prove that we have a considerably larger popu-
lation than is declared to be the case by the
statisticians who sat in Mslbourne.

Mr. McDoraLD : It was not so the last time
the census was taken.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I do not attri-
bute to the hon, gentleman, who has just
addressed the Committee, any desire to mis-
represent matters in connection with immigration
for the sake of giving publicity to his views, but
I can assure him that his strictures on the
manner in which immigration is being conducted
now by the London office are based on an entirely
erroneous view.

Mr. BROWNE: I only go on the instructions
from the Agent-General’s office.

The CHIKF SECRETARY : The instructions
from the Agent-General’s office have been very
carefully gone over, and whatever the instrue-
tions may be, I will say that the Agent-General
and his staff are particularly guarded in
admitting any one to a passage to Queensland,
unless they are assured that they will be
valuable colonists.

Mr., LesiNa : Some agents are paid 10s. per
head.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, all the
shipping and commission agents in London who
have immigrants going to various parts of the
empire receive a similar fee.

Mr. LEsiNA ¢ A scalp fee.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Ten shillings
per head is paid to all shipping and commission
agents who obtain immigrants, whether they go
to Canada or any other portion of the British
Fmpire. That is the uniform fee paid.

Mr, Kipsron: Like they used to pay the
sponging houses in the old days for the press

ang,
& The CHIEF SECRETARY : The only com-
mission paid is 10s. a head, and that is not a
recent disbursement. It wasfound several years
ago that it would be an advantage to do so,
because these agents come in contact with people
who are desirous of going abroad, and are able to
represent to them the advantages possessed by
Queensland. I may say of the immigrants who
have come here that they have arrived in a
country where there is great scope for them, and
if they choose to conduct themselves properly
they will become valuable colonists. I have
always held the opinion, and I shall continue to
hold it, that we are justified in adopting all
reasonable means of encouraging a proper class
of immigrants to come to this colony.

Mr. LesiNa: Why not make it a federal
matter ?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY : Well, immigra-
tion is one of the thirty-nine articles which are
assigned to the discretion of the Federal Parlia-
ment, and possibly when that Parliament is
created it is a question which will come up for
discussion. The Federal Parliament, however,
has yet to be summoned, and I contend that in
the meantime the State Parliament have the
right to deal with this matter. Now, with re-
gard to defence, undoubtedly there is a very
considerable increase upon the appropriations of
the previous year, and I am not surprised at the
hon. member’s contention, and the contentions
of other members, on that head, more especially
when I remember that the Defence Force has
always been viewed with extreme jealousy—1
use that word not in an offensive sense—but 1
say that the appropriations for this purpose have
always been viewed with extreme jealousy by
hon. gentlemen in this Chamber. But circum-
stances have been very largely changed during the
last twelve months, I am sure that hon.
members must admit that there is a necessity for
a larger and more eflicient Defence Force at the
present time than there was twelve months ago.

Mr. Ryrann : What about the volunteers ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We are en-
couraging the volunteers also, I may say, how-
ever, that the whole matter is one which will be
far better dealt with when the Estimates come
up for discussion, when I shall have fuller infor-
mation to lay before the Committie from the
Commandant, who I have just recently met on
his return from the North, and who will enable
me to deal more intelligently with this matter.
There is, however, one item alone in the Defence
Force which I am sure is most popular, and
which it is the desire of the country should be
increased, and that is the rifle clubs.

Mr. BROWKE : The increase in the armament is
not in proportion to the increase in the amount.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The bon. mem-
ber must bear in mind that the total increase
represents something under £50,000.

Mr. BrowNE: £111,000.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That is the
total vote. I am merely taking the revenue
estimates and disbursements for the annual main-
tenance of the force. hat represents some-
thing under £50,000, while increased provision
for rifle clubs represents £7,000 of that sum,

Mr. F1sHER: Whataretheitemsdebitedtoloan?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : They are what
I may call the permanent arms and ordnance.

Mr. FisHER : There is no such thing as
permauent arms,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Well, we may
take it that when we get guns and other imple-
ments of war they may be very fairly termed
permanent additions to the force.

Mr, Fisger: I do not think so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : However, that
is o matter which may be better discussed when
the Estimates are before us, Referring to the
hon. gentleman’s criticisn of the size of the
Defence Force, I would say that while we have
every reason to be proud of the volunteers that
went to South Africa, and showed such remark-
able efficiency—

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : And who are going
to stop there.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : We must bear
in mind that provision for the men there and for
recruits to maintain the efficient strength of our
Defence Force must be provided. Therefore,
I think circumstances justify the Government in
regarding the extension of the Defence Force
as a matter of much greater importance than
it has been heretofore. We are by no means
sure that the Transvaal campaign is nearly at
an end, shough we have every reason to hope
that it is, Still it is not yet concluded, and no
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one can positively say when it will be finished,
In addition to that, who can tell what will be
the outcome of the complications inthe Xast? I
look upon the Chinese question as of far greater
moment than the Transvaal question w«ith regard
to the general peace of the world, and if that
question evolves serions international disputes,
and possibly warfare, will it do for a great
country like this to be comparatively un-
defended 7 War wiil be close to our very
doors, and mnot only would we require
the land fores to be increased, but also we
should require, as the hon. member for Croydon
said—and I fully agree with him—our first line
of defence, our naval force, to be also put on a
larger footing. Jf that were attempted by the
Government, it would not be £10,000 that would
be required for the naval force, but a very much
larger sum than is wanted for the present land
force—if we were to have any adequately efficient
naval armament. Of course, we cannot attempt
that just now ; but it may be that it will come to
that m the future. Butl wonld remind the hon.
member for Croydon of what the army and navy
of Great Britain cost, and ask howit compares with
the revenue of the mother country. The revenue
of the mother country is about £108,000,000, and
over £50,000,000 is spent on the army and navy
annually, besides the great khaki loan expendi-
ture ; 80 that really at the present time or during
the last six months, there has been as much, if
not more, spent on the army and navy of Great
Britain than the total annual revenue of the
country amounts to.
My, TURLEY : But there is the war going on.
The CHIEF SECRETARY : Yes, but it is
as necessary for us to guard against war in this
portion of the L3ritish Empire, as it is for the
mother country. I think everyone at the
present time must see the necessity of putting
our defences on a thoroughly etficient feoting, I
do not want to dwell upon this subject too
strongly, but I will say that to put them upon a
thoroughly efficient footing commiensurate with
the views of experienced men in the mother
country a very much larger appropriation should
be asked for at the present time than is shown
on these Hstimates. The details of the expendi-
ture will be prepared and laid
[3 p.m.] before hon. members before the
Ketimates come on for discussion.
Mr. Browxyg : Hear, hear !
The CHIEF SECRETARY : I do nst know
that there are many other points in the hon.
gentleman’s speech to which I need refer. His
references to mining matters T will leave to
mining experts, but I think it right to say that
Jueensland stands particularly prominent in the
favourable view of British capitalists, notwith-
standing our loan, to which I have referred, and
the price it brought. I can assure hon. members
that there are millions of money awaiting invest-
ment in Australia, and certainly in Queensland,
if hon. gentlemen of this Chamber—if the Parlia-
ment of Queensland will accept the view that
where the Governmient, of its own financial power,
is unable to develop certain mineral districts,
British capital should be given the right to do so
on fair and equitable terms. "Where we have to
deal with a large country like this—a country
which hon. members will remember is as large as
one-third of Hurope, where thereare many millions
of a population—if we are in cur own lifetime to
develop the great mineral resources of Queensland
—of whick even we ourselves have got but a very
imperfect knowledge—if we are to have these
resources developed to an extent commensurate
with the growing requirements of the colony,
and with that prosperity which we desire to see
enjoyed by the people of Queensland, even in our
own day, we must be liberal in our views, and
in inviting, or at any rate in accepting, overtures
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from capitalists outside the colony to develop our
mines, and to improve the means of communica-
tion between those mines and the coast,

Mr, FISHER : What is stopping them now ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I think we may
as well speak plainly in this matter.

Mr. FisHER: Hear, hear! That is what we
want to know.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : 8o far as you
can speak of a settled policy in a new country,
which is at alltimes open toreconsideration, atany
rate, we all know that the policy of this country is
certainly to allow the trunk lines of railways to
be constructed by the Government and romain
in their hands.  We all know that, but we
know also that no Government administering the
affairs of a young country like this, embracing
such a very great area of territory, and having
only a certain financial abiiity at their disposal,
can do all that is immediately required for the
full and early development of great portions of
mineral territory.

Mr. F1sHER : You might tell the country what
“trunk lines” are, so that we may know.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Trunk lnes
have been constructed, and they are enumerated
in the Loan Kstimates, which are open to all
members of Parliament tosee. 1fisunnecessary
for me to enumerate them.

Mr. Frsukr: It is a big thing, and you might
tell the country what you mean by it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : What T referto
are trunk lines such as have been built up to the
present time, and such as may be continued or
connected hereafter. DBut there are large
mineral areas in this colony which should be
developed if we want to see Queensland enjoy a
full amount of prosperity, and which must
remain unopened and undeveloped if the Govern-
ment solely is to be left to assist the develop-
ment of these aress, It is just as well to say
plainly that the feeling in Great Britain is this :
That private enterprise in Queensland is not
regarded with favour by a certain section of
Queensland politicians,

MEemBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear!

The CHIET SECRETARY ; To that view I
am entirely opposed. I say that one must act as
the handmaiden of the other, and development
by private enterprise is as much required in this
colony as the development of the country by
public expenditure.

Mr. LesiNa: Hear, hear!
channels it is required.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : We have a great
extent of mineral territory in the North and
North-west of our country, where there is no
large amount of settlement, and which can
certainly not be represented at the present tin:e
as offering any even early prespect of paving
interest upon the cost of railway construction
there, and what can be more proper than to give
people who are willing to open up such country
upon fair and equitable terms, opportunity and
encouragement to do so?

Mr. W, Hamruron: That is just the question
~—what are fair and equitsble terms ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I say that,
instead of decreasing the wage-esrning power of
the working classes In the community, it would
considerably increzse their opportunities for
employment. It would develop mineral country
containing, I believe, mineral “wealth beyond
the dreams of avarice.” But while the feeling
prevails that the investment of British capitalists
here is regarded with disfavour, and that oppor-
tunity will be taken to penalise them, Queens-
land as a place for investment will be closed to
them, aud they will take their capital to other
parts of the world. I very much regret that this
view should prevail. I have no desire to
exaggerate it, but, from observation in Great

In its proper
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Britain, it is one great bar which exists at the
present time to the very early development of
the prosperity of Queensland.

Mr. Browns : But the same feeling exists in all
he Australian colonies with regard to railways.

The CHIEEF SECRETARY : I do not care
whether it be in all Australia or in all Asia or
Hrrope ; if it be wrong, why should we not rise
avove that feeling ?

HoNoURABLE MENBERS : Hear, hear!

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Why should we
not rise above that feeling and give opportunities
to investors to come hers and demonstrate to the
people that they have been wrong? I believe it
would lead to the prosperity of the colony if
hon. gentlemen would set aside party feeling in
this matter, and view it in the light of what
would be best in the interests, and I believe the
true interests, of the country demand a much
larger investment of capital than we have in
circulation here at present.

Mr, Lrsiva: Well, borrow it.

The CHIEY SECRETARY : The interests of
the country demand that that investment should
take the form of developing the great mineral
resources, of which hon. gentlemen will not deny
we have unlimited stores. If the feeling of hon.
members could preponderate in that direction
and those willing to enter upon private enter-
prises could have a full assurance that they would
be fairly dealt with, a new future would be
opened up before Queensland—a future that
would lezd to the prosperity of every person in
the colony, and would place the colony of
Queensland in the position of being one of the
greatest portions of a United Australia. I do
not wish to protract the debate upon the Finan-
cial Statement. It isone which I have read with
great interest, and were I a candid friend of the
Government and not a member of it T think it is
one which T could not criticise.

Mr, Fisuer: What do you think of the esti-
mates of expenditure ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I think they
have been framed with a due regard to economy
combined with efficiency, (Laughter.) I am
quite certain that when my colleagues propose
the increases to the Committee they will be
accepted as satisfactory. To my own know-
ledge there are several officers in the Public
Service who have fair claims to increased
remuneration. I will not go any further than
the London office, with which I have lately
come more immediately in contact. That office
hus a very efficient staff, and several of those
officers do not receive due recognition for their
services, compared with what is paid to officers
holding somewhat similar positions in Queens-
land. Some of these men are also very heavily
taxed by the income tax. Owing to the war,
that tax has been increased to b per cent., or
1s. in the £1, and in the case of the Agent-
General that amounts to £75 a year.

Mr. Remn: Glad to hear it,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I don’t think
we should be glad to hear that anyone is under-
paid ; they should get remuneration commen-
surate with the work they perform. I will not
go into details, but, as I have said, T believe the
Statement is one that will give general satisfac-
tion. And I may say, in reply to the leader of
the Opposition, that there 1s a policy running
through it. There is no concealment in the
Statement ahout certain measures which, I
think, will redound to the benefit of the colony.
There is a very distinet policy in the Statement
iunning throughout—a policy desirous of assist-
ing and encouraging private enterprise where
such can be advantageously employed for the
benefit of the commnnity and of the investors.
T desire to see all these matters mentioned in the
Statement thrashed out fairly, I don’t think
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hon. members should always be bound by party
obligations to resist any change which may be
for the benefit of the colony, There is no con-
cealment of the policy of the Government with
regard to affording better facilities for the
development of private enterprise.

Mr. Brow~E: I said that is the only policy
in the Statement,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That policy is
enunciated definitely and unmistakably. There
are many other matters in the Statement which
I might refer to at considerable length, but I
simply rose up to reply to some statements made
by the leader of the Opposition, and to deal
with matters which have recently come under
my own observation.

Mr. FisuEr: You are giving us a farewell, T
understand ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : As long as I
am here I hope I shall continue member for
Bulimba. I am not aware that I am making a
valedictory speech. I have no intention of
addressing the Committee in that light. Iven if
I should have the honour of being elected to
another place, I hope I shall not be considered
to be any less a Queenslander or an Australian,

HoNoURABLE MEWBERS : Heur, hear!

The CHIEF SECRETARY : However, I am
not going into the Commonwealth Act just now,
or into niatters connected therewith. I join with
the hon. member for Croydon in congratulating
the Treasurer on the very excellent Statement he
has presented. There is one other matter I
would like to refer to. Surprize has been ex-
pressed that the trustees of the Government
Savings Bank bought stock at 97, when the loan
itself was sold so much lower on the London
market. Some people think that these trustees
did not exercise wise judgment in that transac-
tion, On the contrary, I fully believe that
if the Savings Bank commissioners had gone on
the Londen markett, they would not have got
it abt 97, because there is a great difference
between quotations in the sbock papers and
prices actually received. Our stock is held by
many investors as a permanent investment,
Sometimes prices are quoted above par, and
until any large quantities of stock are placed in
the market, or until a new loan is announcad, it
may be difficult to purchase under that figure.
I think the Savings Bank cominissioners were
justified in purchasing at the price they did. I
hope hon. members will receive my views in the
light that T am perfectly sincere, and that they
are made in the best interests of the colony.

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

* Mr., KIDSTON: I rose before somewhat
unwillingly because it seemed that no hon.
member on the other side was willing to reply to
the statements made by the hon. leader of the
Opposition ; and T think we owe it to the sense
of courtesy on the part of the Premier that any
hon. gentleman on the Treasury bench has
replied to his speech.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Not so.

Mr. KIDSTON : I don’s think it is necessary
that I should compliment the Hon. the Treasurer
on his Statement, after the very complimentary
speech of the leader of the Cpposition, but T
cannot refrain from complimenting both the
Treasurer and the colony on the satisfactory
results of last year’s trauvsactions. Ag I have
said on former occasions, I think hon. mem-
bers should have kad the Auditor-General’s
report before they debate the Financial State-
ment. No doubt we are better off than the
other colonies in that respect. T doun’t think the
Auditor-Geeneral’s report in the other colonies
is presented as promptly as it is here. Of course
that does mnot affect the Treusurer, because
he knows the whole of the details, but other
hon. members have not the same information at
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their command. I do not say that the Auditor-
General is to blame—in fact, he gives his reports
much more quickly than the Auditor-General in
other colonies—but I think the department is
undermanned. I submit to the Treasurer that
it might be worth while seeing whether extra
assistance to the Aunditor-General, if it was only
temporary assistance, would not enable him to
get out his report sooner,

The TrEaSURER : It is a big undertaking to
bring out his report.

Mr, KIDSTON : Yes, I know, but if he had
assistance his report would in all likelibood be
out a week earlier,

The TREASURER : You wanted this Financial
Statement. ‘ .

Mr. KIDSTON : With regard to the Financial
Statement, I notice that the hon. gentleman is
something like the moon—he is later and later
every time.

The TREASURER : It is too soon for you this
time, apparently.

Mr. KIDSTON : Oh, no. Asamatter of fact
the hon. gentleman is iater with his Financial
Statement this year than either he himself or
any previous Treasurer has been for the last ten
years.

The TrEASURER : I do not think so.

Mr. KIDSTON : The Jatest date that the
Stitement has been made for ten years previous
to this year was on the 28th of August, with the
exception of last year, when we had the federal
session.

Mr, J, HamiLtox :
last year.

Mr, KIDSTON : The Statement was really
made much sooner last year than this, although
it was later in point of date, being in October,
and this year it was at the end of August. But
the Statement was presented to Parliament
sooner after Pailiamert et last year than it has
been presented this session. For my own part, I
thought the Treasurer had delayed muking his
Statement owing to the difficulty he experienced
in recasting the Hstimates, in view of the very
great chauges which will take place when
Queensland enters the Commonwealth ; and
when I heard the Statement read, I was sur-
prised to find that he bad shirked that duty
altogether. The hon, gentleman evidently took
the good old Scotch way of letting a difficulty
seftle itself.

The TrREASURER: Following the footsteps of
Tasmania and Victoria.

Mr., KIDSTON : The result is that the Hsti-
mates are, as usual, submitted to us as for the
whole year, though the hon. gentleman knows
very well that the customs and excise, both
revenuz and expenditure, will pass out of his
hands in January. The hon. gentleman assumes
that he will in all probability collect the Customs
and excise revenue to the end of the present
financial year. In his Statement he said—

It wowld appear but reasonable that the States should

continue as heretofore to collect federal revenue up to
30th June, 1901,
The hon. gentleman took a very active part last
year in persuading the people of Queensland to
accept the Hederal Constitution, but it seems a
little doubtful whether he has read the Consti-
tution. Section 69 states that—

Cn 2 date or dates to be proclaimed by the Governor-
General after the establishment of the Commonwealth,
the following departments of the public service in each
State shall beeowmoe transferred 1o the Commonwealth :-—

Posts, telegraphs, and telephones ;

Naval and military defence

Lighthouses, lightships, beacons, and buoys;
Quarantine.

But the departments of Customs and of excise in each
State shall becoine transferred to the Commonwealth on
its establishment.

't was made in October




Supply.

It is perfectly evident from that that there is no
option in the matter, that neither the Federal
Treasurer nor the State Treasurer canin any way
prevent Custonms and excise revenue from becom-
ing federal immediately on the proclamation of
the Commonwealth., T assume that the very
first thing the Federal Treasurer will do on his
appointment will be to get into communication
with the saveral heads of the Customs Depart-
ments in the various colenies, and, probably
through the State Treasurers, give them instruc-
tions what todo. Ashasbeen pointed out to me,
the Premier of New South Wales, Mr, Lyne,
speaking on the 20th of August, when moving
for the introduction of a Temporary Supply Bill,
said—

He wished to explain to the House that he had
intended to make his Finaneial Stateinent last Thurs.
day, but the acecountant of the Treasury Departiment
informed him that, in consequence of the neces
making arrangements for the transfer of over 5,000
officers to the Commonwealth on 1st January next, and
making caleulations with regard to ithe loss the colony
would sustain by handing over its Customs and exeiss
revenué to the TFederz! Parlinment, it would be
impossible for him to have the Bstimates for the
current financial year ready beforc three weeks,

So that it s not at all surprising that T antiei-
pated that the delay which took place in the
Treasurer presenting his Financial Statement to
this Committee was caused by the difficulty he
had in recasting his Hstimates, in view of the
fact that Queensland would be eutering the Com-
monwealth in the middle of the pressnt financial
year. The hon. gentleman scems to think that
instead of ollecting federal revenue for himse!f,
the Wederal Treasurer will issue precepts; bus T
suspect that the boot will be on the other foot, and
that the Federal Treasurer will take good care to
collect the money himself, and then hand over
what part he does not require for federal purposes
to the hon. gentleman, so that the estimate of the
hon. gentleman that he will recaive £1,650,000
from Customs and excise is manifestly incorrect,
because he cannot possibly receive more than
one-half of that amount, or £800,000. And the
same thing will happen with regard to the
postal revenue later on, and with regard to the
revenue and expenditure in connection with
other services to be taken over by the Common-
wealth. It seems to me that this year will be
the beginning of what in one sense will be a very
bad system. The Treasarer of Quesnsland,
and, what is even of more importance, this
House and this Parliament, will no longer have
full control over their revenue, and in conse-
quence of that will no longer have full contrnl
over their expenditnre. The Treasurer will no
longer be able, when there is a difficulty in the
Treasury, to clap on 3d. a gallon on beer, or 1s. a
b, on tobacco. He will have to cut much neavrer
the bone when he wants additional vevenue after
this, and the sconer the hon, gentle-
[5°30 p.m.] man studies the different systems of
direct taxation the better. " Now, ag
Lothe probable cost ol the Federal overnment.
I confess that I have not sufficient data to enable
me to form anything like a reliable opinion as to
what the federal expenditure is likely to be for
the first six months after its establishment, and I
regret to see that the Treasurer is very much in
the same boat. He simply blindly follows the
example of Victoria and Tasmania, and assumes
that the cost for the first six menths will be about
£200,000, and he provides £25,000 on the sti-
matbes as Quernsland’s quota of that cost.

The TrEASURER : The Estimates vary from
£300,000 to £500,000 per annuni.

Mr. KIDSTON : T am not guing to express a
very dogmstic opinion upon this matter, because,
as 1 sard, I have not data to jistify we in doing
that; but my own opinion is that £200,000 is
likely to be under the mark, and that the hon.
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gentleman will have to find considerably more
than £25,000 for the first six months. But what
1 wish specially to mention in connection with
this matter is that it seems to me that the hon.
gentleman should have framed his Estimates
more in accordance with what he knows will
take place. I do not think he has any right to
present us with Hstimates giving us the whole
year’s Income and expenditure in regard to
services which he knows he will have no control
over, and when he knows that he will neither
receive the revenue nor pay the expenditure after
the Ist of January.

The TrEasURER : I believe we will, all the same.

Mr. KIDSTON : The hon. gentleman believes
50, but I have shown reasons why I do not
believe it. I would like to say a few words now
with reference to the Savings Bank fund. T agree
with all that the hon. gentleman says in regard
to the value of that institution, and I was very
pleased to hear the leader of this party express
hisappreciation of how valuable an institution the
Savings Bank was. I may point out, however,
that it is not only valuable to the people of the
country, but, as the Treasurer has found out more
than once, it is very valuable to him, and for that
reason it is the business of the Treasurer to cherigh
and encourage it in every possible way rather than
try to skin it every now and again of 1 per cent. on
£500,000 or £500,000, even when he has to break
the law to enable him to do it. I spoke on this
matter at the end of last session, and the hon.
gentleman, ina way that is characteristic of him,
if I maysay so, refers to the matter very obliquely,
and explains, without mentioning anything of the
criticisim, why it was that he had done the
thing thut I then complained of. This is the
hon, gentleman’s statement on page 5 of the
Financial Statement—

In the early part of last financial year, in consequence
of the unexpected increase—
I wish hon. memkbers to pay particular attention
to the reason which the hon. gentieman gives—
in consequence of the unexpected increase in the
amount of deposits during the previous twelve months
there were Savings Bank funds requiring investment, as
reported by the Auditor-General.
Now, in making a statement of that sort, the
hon. gentleman ought to have remembered—I
do not remember the exact seriptural phrase, but
it is something like this-—that *“ the other man "’
cometh after and examineth.” I want to examine
that Statement of the Treasurer’s, that the reason
for allowing the proportion of Savings Bank
funds invested in Government securities to fall
under the minimum two-thirds—the amount
stipulated for by statute—was that in the early
part of the last financial year, in consequence of
the unexpected increase in the amount of de-
posits during the previous twelve months, there
was an unusual increase in the Savings Bank
funds. T shall give the increases in the Savings
Bank funds for the four years that the hon.
gentleman has been Treasurer., In 1897 the
Iicreise was &£245,000; 1n 1898, £242,000 ; and
in 1899, £365,000.

The TrREASURER: Is not that a big increase?

Mr. KIDSTON ; It is a big increase, but it
wasnot anything phenomenal, and Tamgivingthe
full facts, T am not trying to misrepresent them
in any way. 1tis £1,000, over 50 percent., more
than for the previous year. But I shall now
show that that increase had nothing at all to do
with the fact that less than two-thirds of the
Savings Bank moneys was invested in Govern-
ment securities, Here is a table showing the
proportion of Savings Bank funds invested in
(rovernment securities, and the amount that was
invested, more or less than the minimum re-
quired by law, on 30th June in each of the last
five years. In 1896—the last year that Sir Hugh
Nelson was Treasurer—the proportion of Savings



664 Supply,

Bank funds invested in Government securities
was 67'2 per cent. The law requires 666 per
cent., so that on that occasion there were
£13,000 invested above the minimum. In 1897
—the year in which the present Treasurer took
office—the proportion invested had fallen to 659
per cent.—that was, just under the minimun.

The TrEASURER: Outside the pale.

Mr. KIDSTON : It is a very small percentage,
but it was about £20,000 under the minimur.
Still, that was nothing. In the next year—-
1808—the proportion invested had fallen to 63°S
per cent., and the amount helow the minimum
was £82,000. That was before this large in-
crease in the Savings Bank funds took place.
What I am trying to point out i that the
reason the hon, geutleman gave could not possibly
be the reason, because he had offended against
the law in the particular respect that I men-
tioned before that increase took place at 2ll,
Now, I go on until 1899, when the proportion of
Savings Bank funds invested in Government
securities had fallen to 56'6, leaving £325,000
uninvested more than should have been. 1t was
when it was in that condition that I complained,
and I think T was perfectly justified in complain-
ing. I will not trouble to read the section of
the Savings Bank Act, because I do not think
the fact is disputed in any way. I am gladto
say that since my contention was made the hon.
gentleman has complied with the law in this
respect ; so that on the 30th June of this year the
proportion of funds invested in Government
bank securities had risen to 698, or about
£98,000 over the minimum required by law.
Now, while the hon. gentleman has brought him-
self into compliance with the law in that respect,
he is just as bad as ever in regard to the other
point that I raised at the end of last year, and
that is, that he is still using Savings Bank funds
for loan purposes without paying the stipu-
lated 3 per cent. interest. I will just show that
the Savings Bank fund on the 30th June, 1900,
was £1,111,000, and inscribed stock £4,000. The
total funds at credit were £1,115,000 ; that is not
including the funds invested in Government
securities. Now, from a statement of the public
balances as on 30th June, 1900, which hon.
members will find on page 10 of the Treasurer’s
tables, I find this: That that £1,115,000 of
Savings Bank funds were invested in this way :
There was legally invested in Brishane banks, as
fixed deposits, £420,000. Some time ago the
hon. member for Carpentaria, who was criticising
this statement of mine, made earlier in -the
session, contended that there was in Brishane
banks, at fixed deposit, £750,000. He was quite
correct as to the amount at fixed deposit, but if
he will turn up the Auditor-General’s report on
the Treasury notes, of date 17th July last, he will
find that £250,000 of that total of £750,000 is
Tz:easury notes money, and has nothing at all to do
with what I am speaking of—namely, that there
was in the Brisbane banks £420,000 of Savings
Bank money at fixed deposit. There was also at
current account £170,000. That is altogether
£690,000, which is the whole of the money out
of that £1,115,000 in the hands of the Treasurer
that be is using as the law stipulates that he
shall use it. Now, in addition to that he was
illegally using the following sums : In Liondon he
had £217,920, the loan fund overdrawn to the
extent of £282,000, and trust funds overdrawn to
f,he extent of £22,000, or a total of £325,000 used
in a way that he has no right to use Savings
Bank money until he takes it over into loan
money and pays 3 per cent for it. The hon.
gentleman seems to think that that is a very
trifling matter, but from the figures T have shown
it is manifest that he is taking from the Savings
Bank unfairly and illegally 1 per cent. on half-a-
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million of money, and to show that that is illegal
I will again quote from section 7 of the Savings
Bank Act, which provides—

As to the remaining ounc-third part thereof, the

Treasurer shall retain in his hands such portion as
in his opinion is necessary for ecarrying out the
ordinary business of the Government Saivings Bank,
and shall place the same to the credit of an open
aceount in his name with one of the public banking
companies carrying on business in Brisbane, and uo
money so received as aforesaid shall be invested upon
mortgage or dealt with in any other manncr than is
hereinbetore and hereinatter authorised.
The Treasurer has absolutely no right to use the
Savings Bank funds in the way that he is using
them without taking them into loan and paying
3 per cent. for them. I complained of that last
year, and I have dealt with the matter again
because I see that the Treasurer is still doing it—
that the position is just the same as it wasat
the end of last year, with this further fauls, that
the Treasurer has no necessity for doing it
now. He had a loan authorised by Parliament at
the end of last year, and could bave taken up
that with Savings Bank money as he required it
for the purpose of financing the colony, without
breaking the law at all.  And yet he has gone on
doing this, and, as I say, on the 30th June, he
was illegally using £500,000 of Savings Bank
money. Now, since that time I notice from the
Statement that the hon. gentleman has taken
up another £150,0C0 of the loan with Savings
Bank money, and if he had taken up the other
£150,000——-

The TrREASURER : We will use that by and by.

Mr. KIDSTON: But if he had taken it up
now he would not have the loan fund overdrawn.
In the meantime, 1 say he has no right to use
this money in this way, and I think the Act
makes that abundantly clear. I would just like
to say that what T have said before on this subject
has been misrepresented as if T was saying some-
thing which militated against the security which
depositorsin the Government Savings Bank have.
I wish to show that nothing which the Treasurer
could do, nothing which the Savings Bank offi-
cials could do, could in any way vitiate the
absolute security which the depositors in the
Savings Bank have. The whole resources of the
Government are the security for every person
who deposits money in that bank, and they
cannot possibly in Queensland have greater
security. Now, what I am complaining of is
that the Treasurer is using the funds of the bank
in a way that is distinctly forbidden by statute,
and in a way which robs the bank of 1 per cent.
upon the money so used. Inthe present instance
it is 1 per cent. on £500,000. Now, I think it is
nothing to the Treasurer and it is to the advan-
tage of the bank.

The TrREASURER ;: Do you want the bank to
pay more interest ?

Mr. KIDSTON: No, I do not want the bank
to pay more interest. The only fundzavailable in
the handsof the Savings Bank managersfor paying
interest, is the interest that they receive from the
Government, and it is just because some of the
early investments in Government securities mede
from Savings Bank funds were made at 4 per
cent. that there is any surplus; that thereis any
possibility of working the Savings Bank and
paying the depesitors 3 per cent. And just in
proportion as the amount of Savings Bank
money, which is only getting 2 per cent., bears to
the amount which is getting 4 per cent.~—just in
that proportion do you lessen the chance of the
Government Savings Bank being able to pay
depositors 3 per cent. and carry on the business
of the bank profitably.

My, ¥rsHER: Pay working expenses.

Mr. KIDSTON = Yes, pay working expenses
and carry on bhusiness profitably. So, I hold, if
the Treasurer really thinks about the bank, and
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the service the bank is to the people and the
Government of Queensland, as highly ashe speaks
about it in his Financial Statement, he should be
careful to give the fullest encouragement thet he
can give it according to law ; and it is not asking
him much to pay for Savings Bank funds the
same rate of interest that he 1s prepared to pay
for money in London.

The TREASURER: You do not point out that
all that money is bearing interest—the whole of
the Savings Bank money is bearing interest.
‘What other banlk does that ?

Mr. KIDSTON : The law provides that all
the money shall bear interest.

The TREASURER : Oh, no,

Mr. KIDSTON : But oh yes.

The TREASURER : Iixcept a certain amount.

Mr. KIDSTON: It does not say anything
about a certain amount, but T must say that the
Savings Bank, or that the depositors in that
Savings Bauk, are not in a worse position than if
they were banking with a private bank,

The TrEASURER : They are in a better position.

Mr. KIDSTON : I think that they are in a
much better position. I am only pointing out
that, in doing the thing that I am complaining
of, the Treasurer is, on the one hand, breaking
the law, and, on the other hand, he is keeping
1 per cent. from the managers of the Savings
Bank which he can legitimately pay them. I
think that he ought to pay it; and if he wants
to encourage and make the Savings Bank the
institution which everyone desires it to be, I
think he will try to do that in the future. Now,
I want briefly to review the Estimates of expendi-
ture which the hon. gentleman has given us, I
am aware that it is proverbially difficult to dis-
pute a Treasurer’s figures ; but still I think that
these—at least, those as to revenue—are unlikely
to be realised.  'While I should be very glad to be
able to think that they will be realised, I doubt
it they will, and I will try to show why I
doubt it. The hon. gentleman estimates an
actual increase in the year’s revenue over that of
last year of £6,164; but he knows that the actual
revenue that he will receive will be £1,000,000
short of the revenue—

The TREASURER : Oh, no !

Mr. KIDSTON : If you are £800,000 short in
Customs and excise, and if the Federal Govern-
ment take over the post and telegraph office, as
they are likely to do in February or March, on
the actual figures you are likely to have about
£1,000,000 less than you have estimated. But I
am taking what the hon. gentleman expects to
receive as revenue for the whole year ; and I may
say that so far as I can see the hon. gentleman
will be a long way short on the 30th of next
June, I regret that; I should be very glad to
believe that the result will be otherwise ; but I
am quite unable to go with the hon. gentleman
in this matter. I shall now take the matter
somewhat in detail to show why I do not think
the hon. gentleman’s estimate will be realised,
TIn the first place, as to taxation—the hon. gentle-
man estimates a falling off in taxation of £36,000
as compared with last year. Now, when we
consider that the revenue, not only shows a
fairly steady increase, but a very large increase
for the last six years, averaging £100,000 a year.
The average increase for the last two years has
been over £200,000, and last year the increase
was actually £234,000. On those figures the
estimate that the hon. gentleman has given
us of a falling off of £36,000 seems to be unac-
countably low ; and yet when we take it in detail
it seems to be too high. Tor instance, in regard to
the Customs, the hon., gentleman estimated that
the Customns will yield £88,000 more than last
year. Now, there has been a very gratifying
increase in the Customs for the last three years,
In 1897-98 the increase was £8,662 ; in 1898-99
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the increase over the previous year was £160,000
and last year, 1899-1900, the Increase was
£93,763 ; and yet, although that is true, I think
present indications point to a very serious
falling off in the receipts from the Customs.
For instance, take the four quarters of last year;
in the first quarter of the yecar the increase on
the corresponding quarter of the previous year
was £48,000 ; in the second quarter it was only
£18,000; in the third quarter it was £23,000,
and in the last quarter of the year it fell to
£4,220. And if we take the whole three years,
we see that the increase really began in the
last quarter of 1897-98, that it reached its
maximum in the middle period, 1898-99, and
that it fell off last year until, in the last
quarter of last year, it was only £4,000. I
find that the returns for this year, so far as it

has gone, seem to accentuate the

{7 p.m.] falling off indicated by the figures
for the previous three years. 1 find
that for the month just closed there is an actual
falling off, as compared with the corresponding
month of last year, of £3,500. And while it is
true that taking the two months of this year that
have gone there is an increase of some £7,000 on
the corresponding period last year, I think it is
unmistakable that in the returns from the
Customs for the last three years, there are
evident indications that the tendency is down-
ward. When we consider the condition of a
large portion of the Western country, and what
is indicated by the very sharp fall that has taken
place in railway receipts, I think a fall in
the amount to be received from Customs
this year is much more likely than the increase
of £38,000 which the Treasurer has estimated.
Taking stamps, the Treasurer’s estimate is really
a decrease of £75,000 on last year’s receipts.
That seems to be allowing for a very large de-
crease, but when you consider that last year’s
increase of £124,000 was altogether abnormal,
and that £122,000 of that increase was actnally
received in the second quarter of the last financial
year, that there was a falling off of £80 in the
third quarter, and a further falling off of £3,300
in the fourth quarter of the year, and thatin
the two months that have already gone of this
year there has been a falling off of £2,600 on
the corresponding two months of last year, it is
unmistakable that the tendency is downwards in
ttamp revenue,

The TrEASURER: I expect £70,000 from one
estate.,

Mr. KIDSTON :
died ?

The TREASURER: We have not got all out of
the last millicnaire yet.

Mr. KIDSTON : If that is so, and there is a
likelihood of a lump receipt like that from one
estate, it will, of course, alter the position very
much. The variation in receipts from stamps
hasbeen very small; indeed there were only two
increases in the last ten years—4£15,000 in 1896-7
and £10,000 in 1898-9. I think the Treasurer
should have given us the information in his State-
ment he has now given by interjection, because
from the figures T had before the Treasurer inter-
jected it seemed evident that the hon. gentleman
was likely to be from £40,000 to £50,000 short in
his estimate.  If what he says is correct, it will,
of course, remedy that decrease which would
have occurred in the stamp receipts.

The TrREASURER : We made a claim of £60,000
or £70,000.

Mr. KIDSTON : Of course, if that is received
the Treasurer may realise his estimate, and I
think it probable he will more than realise it.
The hon. gentleman estimates an increase this
year, under the head of territurial revenue, of
£24,800. Last year the increase was £43,000,

Another millionaire has
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but £33,000 of that was received from the sale of
mineral specimens, and there was actually a
deficit in the pustoral revenue of last year.

Hon. D. H. Darrymree: A deficit?

Mr. KIDSTON: Au actual deficit on the
previous year’s receipts. As this year the
Treasurer will not have any of those mineral
specimens to sell, then assuming other items
remain about the same, he is likely to be short
by £13,000,

The TREASURER : We gave a remission of rents
last year for a certain period, and they will he
paid this year.

Mr. K1IDSTON : The hon. gentleman antici-
pates an increase of £15,000 from rents, bhut I
notice that in the first two months of this year
there has been a decrease from this source of
£2,600.

The TREASURER: The vents are usually paid
twice a year,

Mr. KIDSTON : If T do not forget there has
only once been an increase in that item in the
last ten years, of £15,000, but what the Trea-
surer has sald may justify the estimate he has
made, though I remark again that I think it is
the duty of the hon. gentleman to say those
things in his Financial Statement. Taking the
pastoral revenue, I find that the Treasurer esti-
mates an increase of £22,000, and here again he
has given no reason at all for such ananticipation,
I submit that the facts and figures, so far as we
know them, do not justify that estimate. Four
years ago there was a steady falling off in rents
of runs. Last year £47,000 was received less
than in 1895-96. During the same period the
amwount received for occupation licenses was
increased by £13,000 more than 1895-96. Still
that was a shortage of £34,000 as compared
with 1895-96. 1 find that in two months in
this year there has been a further decrease in
the same department of £3,700. Now, I would
like to know what are the facts and figures
which justify the Treasurer in anticipating
this sudden rise of £22,000? I ask that more
particularly in view of the present regrettable
conditions in a large portion of our pastoral
country. I cannot see on what the hon. gentle-
man has based his estimate. T would be very
pleased if that estimate was likely to be realised,
and if he has any information which justifies
him in making such an estimate, I think it is
exceedingly regrettable that he has not given
that information to the Committee.

The TREASURER : Look at page 14, under the
head of “Land Settlement.” £31,000 was re-
ceived last year; the same amount will be
received again this year.

Mr. KIDSTON : T do not see anything there
that would lead me to alter the opisions I have
expressed. I criticise the hon, gentleman’s
estimates according to the best information I
have at my command. While it is quite possible
shat I may be wrong, I think it is my business
to point out what I believe to be the facts. The
hon. gentleman estimates a decrease for this
year of £25,000 in railway reccipts. When we
consider the steady increase there has been in
railway revenne for years back—last year for
instance we received from railways £491,000 more
than in 1893-94—the fact that the Treasurer
anticipates a decresse in this department is sig-
nificant that decreases may be expected in other
sources of revenue. T notice that the increase
in 1898-99, as compared with the previous year,
was £164,000-—the increase being fairly equal in
the two halves of the year. Last year theincrease
was <£100,000, but of that amount £70,000 was
earned in the first half of the year, and only
£30,000 in the secoud half, while for the first two
months of the present financial year there has
actually been a decrease of £39,000 as compared
with the corresponding period of the last year.
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And yet the Treasurer estimates that the decrease
for the whole of this year will only be £26,000.
When we consider the condition of the Western
country, we must come to the conclusion that it
will lead to a large reduction of railway receipts,
For instance, on the Townsville line there has
been an actual decrease ; during the last quarter
of last year and during the first two months
of this year there has been a further falling off of

#£20,000. Then there must be a falling off
in receipts on the Central line, owing to
the condition of the back country. The

Treasurer anticipates a small increase in the
receipts on the Sonthern lines and on some of the
minor Northern lines, While it is true that
there is a larger proportion of the traffic in the
South unatfected by the drought than is the case
on the Northern and Central lines, yet it looks as
if there will be a decrease even on the Southern
lines, In the first two months of this year on
the Southern lines there is an actual decrease of
£6,500,

The TrEASURER : There will be a better wheat
crop this year.

Mr, KIDSTON : Yes; much of the Southern
tratfic is not at all affected by the drought, yet
there is unmistakable evidence that there is
likely to be a considerable falling off in railway
receipts even in the South. Now, as to what
the Treasurer says of the minor Northern lines —
and I think it is significant when the Treasurer
bas to turn his hopeful eyes to the receipts from
the minor Northern lines. Now, amongst those
lines the Cairns Railway, with its increase
of 60 per cent. last year, and showing signs of
further improvement, is the only one that there
is much to hope from. And as the total receipts
from that line last year only amounted to
£23,000, I think the Treasurer is rather
optimistic in his estimate of £1,422,000 from
railways. He may have information at his com-
mand which justifies him in making that esti-
mate, but certainly the figures available to
private members do not justify such an estimate.
If the Treasurer had such information I think it
isin every way regrettable that he did not give
that information to the Committee when he was
dealing with the different items. I ‘am quite
sure that, valuable as much of the information
was in his Financial Statement, the information
I now refarto would have been far more interest-
ing to many hon. members, and to a great many
people outside who look upon our revenue pros-
pects for the coming year with some little doubt
The hroad facts of the position as we now stand
are these: The Treasurer estimates a revenue
for this year of £6,164 more than last year, and
for the first two months of the current year there
has been a decrense of £26,000, and owing
t0 a very large increase in the expenditure
during those two months the Treasurer is
actually at the present moment £124,000
worse off than he was at this time last
year. Now, I should like to say a few
words with regard to the hon. gentleman’s esti-
mate of expenditure. We have an estimated
increase of £31,000 in the expenditure, and when
we consider that last year’s expenditure was
£516,000 over the expenditure for the previous
year, and actually £176,000 over the estimate
presented to the House, I think we may very
well doubt if £31,000 will be all the increase in
the expenditure for this year. While we may
have very good reason for doubting the hon.
gentleman’s estimate of revenue, I do not think
we can have any reason to doubt that he will
live up t> his estimate of expenditure. Certainly,
if the hon. gentleman fails this year to live up to
his estimate of expenditure, it will be the first
year that he has done so. The first year the
hon. gentleman was Treasurer his actual
expenditure exceeded his estimate by £47,800.
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The second year the hon., gentleman was
Treasurer his actual expenditure exceeded his esti-
mabe by £157,000, and last year the hon, gentle-
man’s actual expendlture exceeded his estimate
by £176,000 ; so that I think we may have rea-
son to question the accuracy of his forecast when
he estimates an increase in expenditure for this
year of only a modest £31,000, especially as we
find that for the first wo months of this year the
expenditure has already increased over the cor-
responding two months of last year by £98,000,
or three times the hon. gentleman’s estimated
increase for the whole of the current year,

The TREASURER : Oh, no, you are wrong there,

Mr. KIDSTON : I will repeat it again to see
if T am wrong. During the first two months of
the present year, the actual expenditure has been
£98,000 more than the actual expenditure for the
corresponding two months of last year.

The TREASURER : Yes.

Mr. KIDSTON : That, I say, is three times
more than the sum the hon. gentleman estimates
as the increase for the whole of the current year.

The TREASURER : No, you are wrong.

Mr, KIDSTON : On page 9 of the Financial
Statement, the hon. gentleman says he expects
that the expenditure for 1900-1901 will exceed
the actual cash expenditure for last year by
£31,320.

The TrEAsURER: That is correct.

Mr, KIDSTON : If then the actual expendi-
ture for the first two months of this year has
been £98,000 more than the actual expenditure
for the first two months of last year, I say again
the result so far is that the hon. gentleman’s
actual expenditure for the first two months of
this year is three times more than his estimated
increase for the whole twelve months. Surely
£98,000 is a liberal product of three times
£31,000.

The TrEASURER: You forget that we were
spending money last year at the rate of £200,000
less than we are expending thisyear.

 Mr. KIDSTON: I am not discussing the
rightness or wrongness of it, but I would ask
what is the good of such estimates of expendi-
ture ? If the hon, gentleman exceeds his estimate
of expenditure by £47,000 in one year, by
£159,000 the next year, and by £176,000 the
following year, and the first two months of the
fourth year he exceeds it by £98,000—

The TREASURER : Not theestimate for this year.

Mr. KIDSTON : What, I ask, is the good of
such Hstimates? Is the hon. gentleman really
serious in making them ?

The TREASURER : The £147,000 was explained,
and so were the other items.

Mr. KIDSTON: I am not saying that the
increases were not justified, I am asking what
is the good of giving us an estimate which is
exceeded to such an enormous extent? Surely
the hon. gentleman has some control over the
expenditure.

The TrREASURER: I have no control over the
war.

Mr, KIDSTON : T am not sure whether the
hon, gentlemen had not some control over the war
expenditure. However, thatis by the way. I now
want to refer to the enormous increases in what
you may call the expenditure for governmental
purposes in Queensland. T find that the expen-
diture has increased £1,232,000 in five years;
that is to say, we spent £1,232,000 more last year
than we did in 1894-5. And when we consider
that the loan expenditure during those five
years has increased £953,000, we find that the
total increase in  governmental expenditure
during last year was £2,134,000 more than
it was in 1894-3. In other words, the govern-
mental expenditure last yeur was over £11
per head of the population, or very nearly
£1 per week for every family in the colony.
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. Is it any wonder, when the Government are
spending all that money, that there
[7°30 p.m.] was something resembling pros-
perity in Queensland? Whether
there may not be a relapse after it is another
question, but it is not very remarkable that
things boomed a little when the Government
were spending almost £1 per week per family.
I am not saying that a large expenditure 1s
necessarily bad, not even when it 1s increasing
so rapidly as it has done in Queensland during
the last five years. I think that will be deter-
mined largely by the purposes for which the
expendisure has been incurred. The expenditure
may increase even more rapidly than it has with
us; it may even be more per head, and yet be a
very wise and profitable increase in the end. I
want to briefly examine what has been the
nature of the increase of expenditure that has
taken place in Queensland, and to see whether
it was merely for whas we might call depart-
mental purposes—for carrying on the Govern-
ment, as you might say-—or whether it was
incurred for productive works, and to increase
the productivity of the colony.

The Trrasvrir: The biggest item is the rail-
ways.

Mr. KIDSTON: Yes; I will tell the hon.
gentleman in a minute. 1 am going to give the
increases that have taken placs in the various
Government departments during the last five
years. Taking tirst what may be called the pro-
ductive departments—that 1s, the Lands, Mines,
and Agriculture—the increase was £99,000 dur-
the last five years. The railway expenditure
increased by £371,000, and the Post and Tele-
graphs by £64,000, That was a total increase of
£535,000. I noticed that the railways expendi-
ture last year increased by £164,000, while the
increased revenus was only £100,000, so that
they spent £164,000 to earn that extra £100,000.

The TREASURER : That was not gocd business.

Mr. KIDSTON: It was not gocd business;
but in such a department as the railways the
expenditure might be in every way justifiable,
and it may recoup itself after all; so that, with-
out going into detalls, the increased expenditure
incurred in those departments may turn out a
good thing for the colony through increasing the
productivity of the colony. Now I come to what
I call the non-productive departments. Hor
instance, the Chief and Home Secrotaries’
Departments had an increased expenditure
during those five years of :£304,800. The
Department of Justice increased its expenditure
by £20,498. The Education Department in-
creased its expenditure by 4£74,000, and the
Works Department—and it is to be remembered
that this was merely for departmental works—
increased its expenditure by £105,000.

The TREASURER : There were a lot of schools
in that.

My, KIDSTON : It was for carrying on the
departments. You see I draw a distinction
between departmental works and those which
help to develop the colony. The Treasurer’s
Department increased its expenditure by
£69,000, and in the Schedules and the Auditor-
General's Deportment there was an increase of
£39,000 —or a total increase in those non-pro-
ductive departments of £613,000. That was an
increase purely in the cost of governing the
colony. It cost the people of Queensland
£613,000 more last year to govern the colony
than it did five years ago, Then let me give hon.
members thres figures, which will illustrate what
a very large increase that was. The Treasurer
told us in the course of his Statement that the
increase in the population during the samne five
years had been 1 per cent. I think he said
14'3 per cent., but I shall call it 15 per cent. He

also said that the increase in our trade during
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the same period had been 42-44 per cent., and he
instanced that—and legitimately instanced it—as
showing the great developmient of the trade of
Queensland in proportion toits population. There
was an increase of 42 per cent. in our trade during
five remarkably prosperous years, but the increase
in the cost of government during those five years
was 574 per cent. I thiuk that no hon. member
can fairly consider those figures without coming
to the conclusion that it is higzh time that some
honest effort was made to stop the growth in what
we may call purely governmental expenditure. I
am quite aware that the Treasurer is not alone to
blamein thismatter—that probably every member
of the House is blamable in a greater or lesser
degree. Isupposewe all plead with thehon. gentle-
man to do this, that, and the other thing in our
electorates, but, at the same time, T can hardly
think that the Treasurer has exercised any very
firm hand in the direction of limiting the expendi-
ture. It has increased by leaps and bounds.

The TREASURER: I wish you could see the
Estimates when I first get them from the
different departments.

Mr. KIDSTON : Yes, I have heard the hon.
gentleman blamed more than once for the
remorseless way in which he has cut down
Hstimates which have been submitted by the
departments, but the figures I have given show
that he would have been justified in cutting them
down even more remorselessly. I do not know
any country in the world where it costs so much
to carry on the Government. 1 want to say
a few words now about the loan fund, and
I would like to draw the attention of the
Treasurer to a mistake that seems to have taken
place in the first paragraph. It begins on
page 10, and goes over on to page 11. I do
not know where the mistake is, but there seems
to be a mistake of some £30,000. Probably I
am making it myself, but I do not see it.
The hon. gentleman says that the loan balance
on the 1st July, 1899, was £1,682,974, and that
the repayments to the loan fund were £159,000,
that the debentures taken up by the Government
Savings Bank were £750,000, the amount takenup
by the trustees of the public debt reduction fund
was £150,000, and the debentures taken up by
the Government Savings Bank inscribed stock
was £125,000. That would make a total balance
of £2,867,000. Now, the loan expenditure for the
year he places at £1,182,000. That ought to
leave a balance of £1,685,000. The hon. gentle-
man says that the balance is £1,634,000, so that
the balance seems to be short by £30,750. I am
only taking the figures which the hon. gentleman
has himself given, and that is the result I arrive
at. The balance, I take it, should be £1,685,000,
unless there are some items left out in his State-
ment. Now, there is just another matier in
connection with what the hon. gentleman says
about the loan fund to which I would like to
refer. Iu a reference which the hon. gentleman
makes to some remarks of mine at the end of
last year with regard to the loan fund he says,
referring to the previous figures which I have
just quoted, that as this would bring the loan
balance rather low for the requirements of the
colony, he had to get a Lioan Act passed. What
I would refer to is the delicate manner in which
the hon. gentleman puts the matter. You must
remember that I tried to show at the end of last
session that on Ist July, 1899, the loan fund was
actually overdrawn in Brisbane to the extent of
£700,000, and that even when giving credit for
loan money in London there was an actual wrong
side balance of at least £307,000, and in reference
to that the hon. gentleman says that the credit
balance on 1st July, 1899, was getting rather
low. Well, I should think it was. T should say
it was distinctly low. I wish to call the hon.
gentleman’s attention again to the fact that on
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the 1st July last the position was just as
bad as it was last year. On page 10 of the
Treasurer’s tables we are shown that the credit
balance of the loan account was £1,654,000, and
we are also shown that the extended deposits in
the bank—the loan money locked up in the bank
—was £1,937,000. So that the only balance to
the credit of the loan fund on the 1st July was a
balance on the wrong side of £282,000. The hon.
gentleman’s fault on this occasion was much
more venal than it was at the beginning of last
year, because on this occasion he had auphomty
from Parliament to float a loan, and his only
fault was that he did not float it all before the
ist July. I think he should have taken up
another £300,000 from the Savings Bank fund
and put it into loan even before the end of June,
for the purpose of having the loan account in
credit. I see that since the lst July the hon.
gentleman has taken up half of that money—
£150,000—and put it into loan, but I think it
was a mistake that he did not take up the whole
amount previous to 30th June. Now, I want
to say a word as to the present position of the
Treasurer in regard to available loan money. .
have said that on the 1st July there was a_debit
balance of £282,000 in the Joan fund. Hehas
floated a loan of £1,400,000 which realised,
approsimately, 913 net, so that will produce
£1,981,000 or thereabouts, and there is £300,000
of the loan which can be taken up locally. That
is £150,000 he bas taken up since July, and
another £150,000 he has still to take up. That
really will give him £1,581,000, less £282,000, or
£1,298,000 of loan money available for the
purposes of the present year. He proposes to
spend this year from loan £1,683,000, which is
considerably more losn money than he bas
available. Of course one’s estimates are not
very often borne out, but sappose his actual loan
expenditure is approximately the same as it was
last year, then, I ask, what prospect is there of a
Government railway policy being initiated with-
out a fresh loan? I do not see that there is the
remotest chance of building any Government
railways unless the hon. gentleman brings in a
fresh Loan Bill this year. .

The TREASURER: You cannot build railways
unless you get a Loan Bill through. .

Mr. KIDSTON : I do not think you can build
any railways unless you get a mew Loan Bill
through, and I think it is eminently desirable to
build & considerable number of railways. Ithink
if the Government of Queensland have any
special duty at the present time it is to initiate
what is called a spirited public works policy.

Hon. D. H. DALrRYMPLE: A spirited borrow-
ing policy.

Mr. KIDSTON : No, I will tell you what I
propose, .

Hon. D. H. DarryMpLE: But you said we
could not make a railway without a loan. .

Mr, KIDSTON : You bad better wait until T
have done. I think that the condition of
Queensland, although by no means bad, is really
such as demands from the Government a very
distinet policy in regard to reproductive public
works ; and I do not think the Government should
delay in initiating it. I do not mean by such
public works as new lands office and post office in
Brisbane or anywhereelse. I wish todraw special
attention to this fact, that seeing the demwand
aud the need that there is throughout so many
districts in Queensland for public works of a
reproductive character, and our limited power
to meet such demands, the very first duty of the
Government is to sharply and severely stop all
loan expenditure except on public works of a
reproductive character. Onreference to the Loan
Estimates I find there is some £80,000 down for
defence purposes. Now, I believe that the
people of Queensland ought to spend more money
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for defence purposes than they have spent,
but I think that the money should come
out of revenue, I think it is improper;
it is wrong to spend loan money on rifles
that may be obsolete in a few years, and on gun-
powder that may be fired away a month after
you get it. I think that the greater part of
£80,000 of loan money put down for defence pur-
poses, if it has to be spent, should be spent out
of revenue. The Hon. Chief Secretary told us
that it was the duty of the colony to provide for
its defences. I have stated over and over again
in this House—-and I say it here now-—~that it is
our duty to pay that out of our own pockets, and
not out of the pockets of “Uncle Sam” or
“Uncle John” in London. There is another
item, that of immigration, which I do not think
ought to be spent out of loan money. As a
matter of fact, I do not think we have any right
to spend £50,000 on immigration from any source
just now,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The best spent money

of the lot.

Mr. KIDSTON: The hon. gentleman will
allow me to differ with him on that head, I
have no objection to immigration if it is con-
“ducted on a proper system, but I distinctly
object—in view of what we have been told by
the Treasurer and many hon. members on the
other side of the House as to the probable con-
dition of our Western country during the next
twelve or eighteen months—to the people of
Queensland being called upon to pay £50,000
this year for immigration, Then there are two
other items of loan expenditure which amount
to £380,000—namely, a new lands office and a post
office in Brisbane. 1 claim that that might be
quite legitimate expenditure under certain
conditions, but I do not think it is legiti-
mate expenditure under the present condi-
tions. If the Hon. the Treasurer will go
and see the site of the lands office fronting
the river, and if he will go down and see the
position of the post and telegraph office he will
see that all the extra accommodation required in
those two departments could probably be given
for a cost of £30,000. I do not say that the
lands office is everything that is desirable, but
we cannot afford at the present time to lavish
loan money where it can be saved. I say that
the spending of £380,000 on a land office and a
post office in Brisbane—I am not referring to the
fact that it is in Brisbane, but to the fact that
as much accommodation as is required could be
provided for a very small part of that sum—I say
the expenditure of £380,000 for such a purpose is
a misappropriation of loan money. There are a
considerable number of loan items that when we
come to discuss them in detail may be objected
to on the same grounds. I think it is spending
nearly £500,000 of loan money which will
not produce anything at all.

Mr. ForsyTH: The amount is spread over
geveral years,

Mr. KIDSTON : I think the hon. gentleman
should stop this wasteful and improper expendi-
ture of loan money. I bave said it is the duty
of the Government to initiate public works of a
reproductive character ; and I was told by the
Treasurer that it will necessitate another loan,
T think it will necessitate another loan, and I
wish to pcint out this: I believe that the
hon. gentleman, if he will float a loan for
#£1,500,000, can take it all up from funds that
are, or will be, in the hands of the Govern-
ment within the next year without going to
London for a penny of it. And I think I
can show that in doing that he will save
somewhere about £16,000 a year in interest,
as compared with what he would have to pay
if he went to London for that money at the
present time. I would like to show, briefly, how
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I think it can be done. First, in regard to the
Treasury notes account. There is, in regard to
this sccount, a sum of £388,833, which is
advanced to a number of the banks at 2 per
cent., and the interest which we get on that is
£7,300. There is another sum of £250,000 on
fixed deposit in the banks at 25 per cent., and we
are paid £6,250 a year for that; and then there
is surplus gold lying in the Treasury amounting
to £248,000, which earns no interest at all,
That is a total of £886,900, for which the Govern-
ment receives an annual interest of £14,000, I

believe that in addition to that,

[8 p.m.] between now and the end of the

year, scmething over £600,000 can
be taken out of the S2vings Bank funds into loan
account with perfect safety as to the working of
thebank. Thatwould give the Treasurer a fund of
£1,500,000, and to get the same amount of money
in London it would require a loan of some
£1,639,000 to be floated at the price of last loan,
and at 3 per cent. interest that would be an
annual charge of £49,000. If we were to lose the
interest on the £836,000 of Treasury notes funds
which is £14,000, and paid 3 per cent. on
£633,000 of Savings Bank money, £18,990, or a
total of £33,000 a year, that would represent a
saving of £16,000 a year compared with what we
would have to pay if we got the money in Lon-
don. I know that cbjections will be raised to
this kind of thing. It will be said that it would
be improper to use Treasury note money for
loan purposes, but the Treasury Notes Act of
1893 distinetly provides that this can be done.
Clause 4 of the Actreads thus—

The Governor in Council may from time to issue
and apply any swn or sums of money to arise from any
such Treasury notes to any service authorised to be
defrayed out vf the consolidated revenue of the colony
or out of a loan authorised by Parliament,

So that it would be a perfectly legal and proper
thing for the Treasurer to take to loan this sum
of £800,000.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : It might be legal, but
not judicious.

Hon. D. H. DaLrYMPLE : To borrow his own
notes.

Mr. KIDSTON: If the hon. member for
Mackay deposits £500 in one of the banks down
the street, for which he receives interest, the
bank does not allow it to remain there. The
bank lends it out and uses the money, and I say
it is the intention of the Treasury Notes Act that
the Treasurer should do the same thing with the
gold he receives in the Treasury,

Hon, D. H. DatrympLE: Only a portion of it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : You must keep a
cash reserve.

An HoxoOURABLE MEMBER : One-fourth only.

Mr. KIDSTON : Only a portion of it, the
hon. member says, but I have distinctly refrained
from meddling with that one-fourth, I have left
that one-fourth required by law to provide gold
for the notes when presented for payment. It is
a part of the Treasury Notes Act that the
Treasurer shall retain in the Treasury, in gold,
one-fourth of the total issue of Treasury notes,
so that every man who gets them may have con-
fidence that he can get a sovereign for his note
whenever he wants it.  That is the only way in
which you can prevent the notes depreciating,
The Act of 1893 says that one-fourth of the total
note issue shall be kept in gold as a guarantee to
the holders of the notes ; and I do not propose to
make that guarantee any less, or to take away
any gold to reduce that one-fourth, I propose to
keep that one-fourth in the Treasury still ; but
in the meantime, in addition to that one-fourth
of the total note issue, the Treasury has at the
Treasury 240,000 sovereigns over and above that
one-fourth required by law.

The TREASURER : Not now.
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Mr. KIDSTON : On the 10th July that was
the amount. With regard to another objection,
that the using of the Treasury note funds might
depreciate public confidence in our note issue, I
would like to read this from ¢‘ Papers on Banking
and Finance.”

The TrEASURER: Is that ‘‘The Melbourne
Banking Record ”?

_Mr, KIDSTON : No, it is a book I got in the
library., T do not quete it as an authority, but
a8 common sense-—

The ovdinary note rests either on the security of
shareholders, or that of a private banker; but notes
issued only against a deposit of Fnglish Government
stock would rest on security as stable as the credit of
the country itself. This is really the principle on
which the Bank of England is allowed to issue a large
proportion of its notes—money borrowed by the Govern-
ment. The credit of the country is thereforve pledged
for that sum to the Bank of England, and it is difficult
to see on what ground an objection can be taken to
carrying out this principle. Lvery investor in the funds
is secured by the gnarantee of England.

Such security for a note issue is preferable to the
eollective seeurity of sharcholders, however numerous,
of any hank.

Now, I say that the security of the Queensland
Government notes must be better than the
security for the notes of any corporation trading
in Queensland. It is necessary to have abacking
of gold in the Treasury, so that if any note is
presented for payment 1t can be redeemed in
gold at any time, and the Act provides that the
amount to be reserved for this purpose shall be
not less than 25 per cent. of the total note issue.
I do not suggest that there should be any reduc
tion in that amount, but instead of lendin
Treasury note monsy to the bank we should 1en§
it to a better security—to the Government. I
suppose the bank will earn the interest by lend-
ing the money out, but the Government, instead
of paying 3 per cent. and a big premium in
London, can use its own money. That is all
T am proposing. An objection that I can see in
the Chief Secretary’s eye is that the banks
would object, but I think the banks would have
a good cheek to object. I think the Government
has been exceedingly good to the banks in the
colony.

; Téxe CHIEF SECRETARY : There is a coin reserve
und.

Mr. KIDSTON : I think I have made it clear
that the Treasury Notes Act provides for a reserve
of 25 per cent. of the total issue being kept in
gold in the Treasury, and I do not suggest that
that security should be lessened in any way. On
the 1st July, the Chief Secretary must under-
stand that, in addition to the 25 per cent. on the
total issue, the Government had in hand
£886,000 in Treasury notemoney. Itisthat that 1
propose should be used, and not the 25 per cent,
As to the statement of the Chief Secretary, the
only interest the public have in the matter is
to get their paper money converted into gold
when they want it, and so long as the 23 per cent,.
is in the Treacury, there can be no fear that
there will not be ample money tc meet all
requirements, or that there will not be ample
security for all Queensland Treasury notes.
There are a number of other matters in the
Statement that I would have liked to refer to,
but I shall not touch upon them now. I hope
the hon. gentleman will adopt my suggestion
with regard to loan money ; that he will, at an
early date, ivitiate such a system as I have
suggested. If he will proceed with works of a
ceproductive character, so as to increase the
vhances—for I believe that will very largely
acrease the chances—of realising his estimate of
revenue, the sooner he does so, the better it will
be for the colony.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !
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Mr., BARTHOLOMEW (Maryborough): In
addressing the electors in Maryborough before
the House met, T told them that I had no inten-
tion to assist in the flood of talk that had been
indulged in previously, and that I would assist
in getting business through. Wehave been here
for six weeks, and we have done nothing. I
hope, for the remainder of the session, that we
will work at an accelerated speed. It is not my
intention to wade through the whole of the
Financial Statement, but I wish to make a few
remarks on some points in it, I think the State-
ment is satisfactory to the Treasurer, and to the
colony at large, butv there is one disappointing
feature in it with regard to land settlement,
With regard to homesteads the Treasurer says
there is a decrease in number of 133, and in an
area of 38,065 acres. I may state that a great
deal of land settlement has taken place in my
district. On looking into the statistics of the
Lands Department I found thaf there was a
great increase in the number of agricultural
homesteads taken up in the Maryborough and
Burnett districts. In the Nanango district—the
Lower Burnett— in 1898, there were 23 agricul-
tural farms taken up, totalling 8,641 acres; in
1899, 203, totalling 45,711 acres; in 1898 there
were D3 agricultural homesteads takeu up, total-
ling 15,520 acres; in 1899, 111, totalling 26,592,
The unconditional selections in 1898 taken up
were 3, totalling 640 acres, and in 1899,
32, totalling 10,452 acres, making an aggre-
gate total of 107,556 acres taken up. If any
other land is thrown open there it will be taken
up. In the Burnett we have a second Darling
Downs. There are no Jess than 12 cattle
stations in the Lower Burnett, and in 1901
168,320 acres will be resumable, and the leases
which will expire in 1901 will comprise 96,000
acres, making a total of 264,320 acres, which can
be resumed by the Government, fit for agricul-
tural, grazing, or dairying purposes.

Mr. JENKINSON : It will all be selected.

Mr, BARTHOLOMEW : Yes, it will all be
selected, and T am sure that if we have railway
communication with that part the Treasurer will
not only have an increased land revenue, but
alsu an increased revenue through the Customs.
The population of Bunya Bunya is reckoned at
about 1,500, and they are only struggling to make
a living at the present time, because they cannot
get their produce to market at a decent price,
having to cart it about seventy miles. Imen-
tion this, not so much to show the necessity of a
railway being built there, as to show that our
district 1is assisting the colony in the way
of close settlement. About one-eighth of the
whole of the agricultural farms taken up in
the whole colony have been taken up in the
Lower Burnett, and as we are now having
immigration we can successfully treat with
farmers coming from the old country, and not
have them waiting for land to be thrown open
to selection. I hope the Ministry are sincere in
trying to get the lands of the Burnett thrown
open to the people, and, if they are, I believe it
will be found that what has been said by the
members for Maryborough and district will be
fully verified. With regard to loans, there is no
doubt that the existence of war has been the
means of making tight the money market at
home ; but when the war is over I do not think
there will be any difficulty in our again bor-
rowing with advantage, as we have done in
former years. Borrowing is only justifiable
when there is an increase in revenue or a de-
crease in expenditure, and in the past an
increased revenue has enabled the Treasurer to
borrow, In 1896-7 the revenue of the colony was
£3,618,150, and in 1899-1900 it was £4,580,207,
or an increase of £975,057. We have pessi-
mists in this House and outside who feel
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disappointed at our rebuff over the last loan, but
if we look back at the history of the colony we
shall find that we have suffered in the same
way on former occasions. In 1890 our 3} per
cents. only realised £87 6s. 1d., the following
loan realised £98 14x, and some of our 4
per cents. have only realised £87 15s. I do
not think we need be afraid for the future.
After things settle down in the old country
we shall be able to go along smoothly, and
borrow with advantage. I would suggest to the
Treasurer that our loans should be open to colo-
nial as well as to British subscribers. If they
were we should save flotation charges, and keep
the interest in the colony among our own people,
and borrowing among ourselves would not make
us any poorer. It would be only one part of
society lending to the other, or to the people as a
community. Some people contend that we want
all our own money for trade purposes. I do not
think so, because the banks in the colony have
very large reserves, The reserves in Australian
banks are far bigger than the reserves in banks in
the old country, and there are thousands npon
thousands of pounds in Queensland only waiting
for investment. Other colonies down south have
been able to float loans successfuily on their own
markets, and I think we should try to do the
same thing in Queensland. The Victorian
Treasurer, in his recent Budget Speech, said—

I propose a loan expendituve this year, altogether

from our owx borrowings, of £1,286,000.
And the previous year the Government of that
colony borrowed £500,000, at 8 per cent., from
their own people. The minimum was fixed at
£96, and the loan realised £96 Gs, for every £100,
and we only got £94 in the London market.
New South Wales is also placing a loan of
£500,000 on the local market; and why should
not Queensland do the same? With reference to
exports and imports, I am afraid that on account
of the seasons we have had out in the Western
country it will be the duty of the Government
and of this House to assist the development of
the coast in the way of close settlement, and in
the way of trade. Trade and commerce open up
a very big question, but it is one we should not
shirk. New South Wales is a freetrade colony,
but they protect themselves in many ways. The
rates for the carriage of produce by rail in that
colony are cheaper than they are in Queensland,
and that to a large extent nullifies our protection
duties against them, Their harbour dues are
also less than ours. But under federation there
will be uniformity in these matters in all the
colonies. There will be no preferential or
differential rates.

My, JENKINSON : Not on the railways?

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW : No, not on the
railways. If the hon. member will look at the
Commonwealth Act he will find that there is to
be a commission appointed to deal with that
matter. Of course there will be developing
rates, but they are very different from differ-
ential or preferential rates. I consider that there
is an omission from the Federal Constitution,
inasmuch as it does not provide for the Federal
Parliament dealing with factory legislation.
We know very well that if wages are different
in different States, the one which pays the lower
rates will have a great pull over the others,
There should therefore be uniformity in factory
legislation. Employers in all parts of the world
are humane, and all they ask is that there may be

a fair and equal fight between them.

[8:30 p.m.] At a conference of protectionists

held in Sydney when representatives

from all the colonies met, it was decided that
the following provision should be inserted :~—

That legislation should be enacted for the protection
of all workers in factories and shops by means of boards
of individual trades, whereon an equal number of
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employers and employees shall determine all questions
of hours, wages. piecework and overtime rates, trades’
customs, ete., having regard to the interests of both
employers and employees, and by which the Government
would enforce the decisions of such board, and penalise
any infraction thercof. That as a means of protection
to our workmen against the debasing and demoralising
competition of Chinese and other Asiatics now manu-
facturing in our midst, all furniture and other produc-
tions of such Asiaties shounld be prominently and
indelibly stamped with a braud indicating the fact that
they are so manufactured.

Now, I understand that in Victoria they have
pretty well done away with outside work in ¢non-
nection with the factories, but in New South
Wales they ave allowed to manufacture outside,
and that leads to a lot of sweating, Now, if we
had a Factories Act which would apply to all
the colonies, every colony would then be on an
equal footing with the rest, and steps should be
taken by this House to get this matter rectified.
QOur Factories Ac¢t wants amending in many
ways, and I shall be glad to assist in making it
more satisfactory to the people of this colony.
If we have to pay more wages in Queensland
than they pay in the other colonies, it gives
them protection as against us. The next thing
I wish to speak upon is the settlement of indus-
trial disputes. We 2]l know that such disputes
as that which is going on now at Ipswich are the
means of diverting trade from a district or from
a colony, aund that it is a difficult matter to
afterwards regain that trade. We have had
schemes for conciliation and arbitration legisla-
tion foreshadowed in the other eoslonies, and I
would like to draw attention to the very simple
solution of the difficulty in Denmark. The
scheme adopted there is as follows :—

All suits whatever, without regard to the amounts

involved, must be. in the first place, brought before
these courts. The judge takes down the oral complaint
of the plaintiff and defendant’s oral deferce, and
renders judgment accordingly. If, however, either of
the parties is dissatisfied with the judgment, the judge
refers the case to the regular courts, in which courts,
however, no other evidence is allowed to be introduced
but that which was iaid before the judge sifting in the
courts of coneiliation.
The consequence is that in Denmark there is
very seldem an appeal to the higher court, and a
lot of litigation is thereby prevented. The next
protection which the other colonies will have as
against us is in regard to loans to farmers, In
the southern colonie: the farmers are able to
borrow money from the State at cheap rates.

Mr. FisuER: You are coming round to our
view now,

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW : 1t is impossible for
our farmers to compete with those in the
southern colonies unless we place them on an
equal footing in regard to getting loans at a low
rate of interest. In Victoria they advance two-
thirds of the value of the property, the interest
charged being 4% per cent. The repayments of
principal and interest amount to 6 per cent. per
annum, the time for repayment is thirty-one and
a-half years, and the value of the bonds that have
been issued is £1,000,000, and the Treasurer
of Vietoria points out that there were only £100
of arrears, In New Zealand they have the
Advances to Secttlers Act, under which they
have aunthorised 8,452 advances, amounting to
£1,359,983, and the payments by the wmort-
gagors have been highly satisfactory. In order
to decide which is the best system to adopt,
I would suggest that the Government should
appoint a select committee to inguire into the
different schemes, and then legislation could be
introduced dealing with the subject. The next
thing to which I wish to refer is harbour im-
provements, If we wish to compete with the
other colonies, we must see that our harbours
are improved, so that large vessels can come
here, and that they charge no higher freights
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than are paid in the other colonies. The bhar-
bour boards should have the foreshores given to
them, or cash in lien thereof, and they should
also have the power to borrow money. I hope
that this House will now start to work. We
need not sit up late to get through the business
we have before us. We have very important
business affecting this colony to consider. In
fact I believe this is the most important session
that has ever been held. We have private rail-
ways to consider; we have State railways to
bring forward, and we haveallthe federal matters
to discuss.

MeMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear !

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW : And I hope that
those hon. members on the other side who cry,
“Hear, hear!” will assist to get the business
through.

After a pause—

Mr. FISHER (Gympic) said: There seems to
be a chronic tired feeling coming over the Com-
mittee. It is just as well that we should get
through the business, as the hon gentleman has
said. It has become a feature of these debates
that the Treasurer is to be congratulated upon his
Financial Statement, and that the colony is to
be congratulated on the position it oceupies
financially. I am inclined to think that the
compliment to the Treasurer is well merited,
as the Statement that bhas been put before
us s well got up. The hon. gentleman
is to be congratulated on his production,
but I am somewhat in doubt as to whether the
colony is in the prosperous condition that the
Statement seems to indicate. I certainly am of
opinion that the experience of the first two
months of the present financial year indicate to
any person who watches events carefully that we
are not likely to be in the same good position at
the end of the current financial year that we have
been in during the last two years. I am as
anxious as any hon. member that the colony
should continue prosperous, but I do not think,
from the evidence that has heen produced, and
from the careful analysis of preceding years
which has been made by the hon. member for
Rockhampton, that the Treasurer can reasonably
expect to receive the revenue that he at present
estimates. I feelsure of thisthatif wefail torealise
the revenue anticipated, no provision has been
made for cotting down expenditure, or for extra
taxation, though I certainly think the country
would resent taxation, and would complain a
good deal over any retrenchment scheme. I
certainly hope that circumstances during the
latter part of the year will so turn out as to
defeat any pessimistic feeling which hon. mem-
bers may hold at the present time, and that the
Treasurer will be able to meet Parliament next
year with a Financial Statement which bears out
his estimate. I shall not deal at length with
the financial affairs of the colony, which have
been so ably handled by the hon., member for
Rockhampton, Mr, Kidston, but I wish to point
out, in connection with the Savings Bank, that
the Treasurer has in it one of the finest loan
offices that could be found in any portion of the
world. For the last few years the deposits
have been =0 much larger than the withdrawals,
that he has practically had half-a-million of
money put gradually, and in an ideal way,
into his hands without any underwriting or
commission charges, or any trouble whatever.
£50,000 a month has been found for him
by the people for loan purposes. The hon.
gentleman has been using that, and it is not so
much to the use of the money that the hon.
member for Rockhampton objects as to its use in
an illegal manner, and before he provides the
safeguards directed by law., I think the
Treasurer should look forward to the day when
the large deposits in excess of withdrawals may
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cease. It wounld have a very serious effect on the
hon, gentleman’s calculations if the withdrawals
exceeded thedeposits in any one year by £500,000,
and would leave him in a very tight place indeed.

Hon. D. H. DarrymprLE: The withdrawers
might be in a stiff place, too.

Mr. FISHER : I differ from the hon. gentle-
man. Those people might be withdrawing their
money simply for the purpose of putting it into
the industries of the country, which, I believe,
would be a very good thing for the prosperity of
the country. Certainly that state of affairs
might put the Treasurer in a very awkward
position, and some day he might find himself in
a position not to be able to meet his obligations,
Yet at the same time the people might be exceed-
ingly well off and prospercus. It would merely
prove that they could manage their business and
the Government could not manage theirs.

Mr. Forsyra: That is the reason why the
Government are keeping these cash reserves that
the hon. member for Rockhampton was talking

about.

Mr. FISHER : The hon. member for Rock-
hampton was talking of a very different thing
when talking of reserves. As 1 understood him,
he was speaking of reserves against Treasury
notes, because the Act provides that at least 256
per cent. of those reserves should be kept in gold.

Mr. ForsyTH: There might be a rush with
Treasury notes some day.

Mr. FISHER : Yes, there might be, but the
hon. gentleman will agree with me that there is
less likelihood of that than thereis of a rush
on the deposits in the Government Savings Bank.
But, as I have pointed out, that does not
necessarily mean a sign of want of prosperity.
Large withdrawals from the Savings Bank may
indeed mean that the people are becoming more
prosperous.

Mr. Forsyrt : Nothing of the sort; the very
op posite.

Mr. FISHER : I think I could quote a very
good authority on that subject in the person of
Sir Hugh Nelson.

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: You acknowledge
that he is an authority, then?

Mr. FISHER: I have never known a mem-
ber on this side deny that he was an authority,
and perhaps the most capable Treasurer that we
have had. When Sir Hugh Nelson was conduct-
ing the affairs of the Treasury he was exceed-
ingly anxious to keep down the deposits in the
Government Savings Bark, and, if I nnderstood
him rightly, he would if he could have reduced
the interest from 3 to 2} per cent. with that
object in view. He desired to force the money
into the commercial channels, so that it might
go towards developing industries throughout the
country. Would that not be a good thing, and
yet the hon. member for Carpentaria says it
would be an indication of disaster ?

Mr. ForsYTH : So it might be if withdrawals
arose from a panie.

Mr. FISHER : The hon. member is assuming
that they would arise from a panic. I maintain
that a reduction of the deposits to the extent of
£500,000 in one year might leave the Treasurer
in a very serious position, and that view of the
question is worth serious consideration. Thereis
ane other item that I think is worth drawing
attention to, and that is to be found on page 7
of the Statement. It has been pointed out that
this railway expenditure has been swelled from
causes that were complained about from this side
of the House, from my knowledge, for seven
years. It has been charged against the Railway
Department that they were impoverishing the
rolling-stock, and that the reckoning day would
come, That has been pointed out from this side
of the House, and it has been denied by successive
Ministers on that side of the House.
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Hon. D. H. DauryMprLE: You say that of
everything—you must be right with some of them.

Mr. FISHER: We made a specific charge
that the rolling-stock and the fixed stock of the
Railway Department was not being kept in
proper repair.

Mr. Lrady: Can you tell us anything the
other side said was right ?

My, FISHE R Not a single item from the
hon. geutlsman’s point of view, or from the
Government point of view, has been right. But
it is an exceedingly singular thing that when we
have objected to these things everything has
been denied, and yet a few years afterwards the
hon, gentlemen have come down and advocated
the very things that they condemned. Could
there be a better illustration of that than was
given to-night when the hon. the senior member
for Maryborough, Mr. Bartholomew, came down
and bewailed the fact that this Government do
not take into consideration the necessity for
introducing a system of loans to farmers, so that
the farmers of Queensland may get cheap money
and be able to compete with the farmers of the
southern’colonies who are treated in the right way.
I can recollect when houn. gentlemen opposite
denounced that idea as e‘(tlcmely socialistic.

Mr. Leauy: Did you initiate 1t ?

Mr, FISHER : No; certainly not. The hon.
gentlemen on this side do not initiate all the
schemes that they advocate. They simply advo-
cate what previous great thinkers have initiated,
but that does not put them in any worse position.
They have so far given the Government support
when they have proposed measures of that sort,
and to all practical purposes they have been the
teachers of the Government.

MemBrErRS of the Opposition:
(Ministerial laughter.)

Mr. Lrany: I thought you were the great
thinkers yourselves.

Mr. FISHER : Of course we are not.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. FISHER: I have found some quiet
amusement in reading the speeches of hon.
gentlemen in previous years, where they have
denounced ideas that they are now ready to
further, To read their speeches now, you would
think that they were the original thmkerb ; that
they have been out on an econowic expedition
and discovered these ideas which they are now
anxious to spread as new and acceptable, I can
only say that most of the members of our party
are very careless as to who brings in these
reforms, so long as they are brought . I will
say this of this party : that we are indifferent as
to who brings in reforms. If we think they are
desirable we will support them.

My, FORSYTH : So long as you believe iu them,

Mr. FISHER : We do not fight as an Opposi-
tion pure and simple.

The SECRETARY FOR RAiLways : You are very
generous.

Mr. FISHER: Yes, we are, and the hon.
gentleman himself knows it, too. We have not
embarrassed the Government when they were
introducing measures of this character ; and as a
proof of that T would like to suggest to the hon.
gentlemen opposite that they should try us with
an HKlectoral Reform Bill. Let them try us
with a great measure of reform and see if they
will be embarrassed. Now, here is a large item
of £163,880 above the estimated expenditure. The
Treasurer hasgiven asummary of the causeswhich
led up to that large excess. Heputs the first as—

Heavy repairs to ali classes of rolling-stock, the
work connceted with which had heen accumulating
from previous years, owing to the impossibility of
withdrawing the stock from traflic at an earlier date.
Then he gives the reason—providing new boilers
for a large number of locomotives.

Mr. LEaHY : Do you object to that?
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Mr. FISHER : Does the hon. gentleman not
see that this is mentioned because it is ex-
ceptionally large. If it were nominal or ordinary,
then it would be unnecessary to mention it.
Exactly as has been pointed out here in previous
years, this has been simply due to the mis-
management of the concern and the over-
running of the stock. Any person knows that
when machinery is allowed to be overrun, that is
the result.

Hon. D. H, DarrymrLe : There is no proof that
it is overrun.

Mr. FISHER: There is proof
Treasurer’s Statement,

Mr. Forsyra : There was as much spent last
year.

Mr. FISHER : There is the ovidence of the
parties who know, but I am nof going to say
that it is proof, or that I am competent to give
any proof that will satisfy the hon. gentleman.
That is one thing we are agreed upon. Then
there is the increased pay to all classes of rail-
way_ employees. Now, the ordinary individual
would think that this is the principal item.

Mr. Forsyra: It is £20,000.

Mz, FISHER : Well, that is £23,000, and
the whole amount of the excess is £163,000 ; and
I say that an ordinary individual, seeing this
large increase in pay, which has been spoken of
and mentioned in the newspapers so much,
would think it was the principal cause of this
large increase.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
cause.

Mz. FISHER : It is one cause, but a very
small one.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :
important one.

Mr. FISHER: It is a very important one,
and it is a very valuable one, and it is one which
the Hon. the Treasurer will get back partly in
Customs and in the increased spending power of
the people. But in the other instance they are
practically only bringing back their assets to
the book value at which they were estimated in
previous years. The increase of £20,000 has
been distributed among the workmen, who are
spending it, and we are gaining the advantage—
the wuntry is gaining the advantage, and every-
one is gaining the advantage of it.

Mr. BrowNE: The increase of the wages
is only an actual restoration of what they have
taken away.

Mr. FISHER: Yes. I do not say that any
hon. gentleman is complaining of the restoration
of these wages. Of course, I think the hou.
gentlemen opposite, although they say it is such
a large amount, will agree that it is only a reason-
able and fair return of the retrenchments that
were compulsory in 1893. Of course, if hon.
gentlemen do not agree with that I cannot help
it; it is their misfortune. The fourth reason is
the heavy traflic in sterving stock, the receipts
from which were not of 4 remunerative character.
That is highly creditable to the department. I
give them all credit for that. And then they
have carried large quantities of fodder at unre-
munerative rates, That is not a big item ; T am
quite sure of that. These are all the items men-
tioned tojustify thislargely increased expenditure,
That is a clear proof that the contentions of hon,
members on this side were sound,
and it would be wise for the Govern-
ment not to be so unreasonable—
T had almost said bigoted—regarding expressions
of opinion from this side of the House. If the
Government had exercised a little supervision,
and a reasonable amount of common sense,
£100,000 of this money might have been saved.
In my opinion, the time has arrived when the
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Minister should have some supervision over the
Railway Department. I make that statement
with a full knowledge of what I am saying.

Hon, D.-H. DALrYMRLE: It is very harmless.
{Laughter.)

Mr. FISHER : The time has arrived when
there should be some supervision. At present
the Minister is practically only a recording angel.
(Laughter,)

Mr. JENKINSON: Not if he has a backbone.
He has himself to blaine for it if he is.

Mr. BRowNE: It is the first time in his life
he has been called an angel.

Mr. FISHER : The hon. member for Wide
Bay says, ““ Not if he has a backbone.”

Mr, JENKINSON : You did nob say *‘ the present
Minister.” You said, ‘“the Minister.”

Hon. D. H., DaLrymprE: I am not aware
that angels have backbones. (Laughter.)

Mr. FISHER : The interjection came from
the hon. member for Wide Bay, and I takeno re-
sponsibility for it. Itisenough that I am sensible
of the responsibility for what I say myself. Hon,
members, I think, will agree with me when I
say that the control of the railways is now out of
the hands of the Minister, and even of the Go-
vernment, With the exception of deciding the
actual policy, thers is very little supervision at
all. In my opinion that is a bad and dangerous
policy.

Hon. D. H. Darrymrre: Parliament thought
otherwise.

Mr. FISHER : Perhaps Parliament did, and
perhaps Parliament does not agree with what I
have said now.

Mr. LEAHY : What is Parliament ?

Mr. FISHER : Parliament is the decision of
the majority for the time being.

Mr. LEAHY: Ido not know, I think it is often
the decision of the minority.

Mr, FISHER : The bon. member is pleased
to say so at present, but if I expressed that
opinion the hon. member would make short work
of me, and he could find very good arguments to
support a different conclusion.

Mr. BRowNE: The ruling side has generally a
ninority in this Chamber until the division bell

rings.

l\%r, FISHER : T would like to mention with
regard to mining matters that the Government
might have taken into account the difficulties
the miners have in connection with the cyanide
process through the patent rights remaining in
this colony with the original company when all the
other colonies practically have bought out those
rights. They might have facilitated miners in
getting small cyanide plants of their own ata
cheaper rate and with fewer difficulties than they
have at present. At present the patentees’
royalty is b per cent. all round, and there are
other restrictions. So far as Gympie is concerned
it would not affect it so much, but there are
other fields where men could have small plants
of their own and make a respectable living
if it were free. I suggest that the Govern-
ment, even at this late hour, might con-
sider the advisability of making arrangements
with the company. Six years ago the question
was raised here, and a motion moved from this
side that the patent should be contested as it
had been in another colony, but the Government
resisted that motion as if it suggested repudiation
which they could not entertain. They did little
afterwards in the matter, but the royalty, which
was then 10 per cent., has since been reduced to
5 per cent. I ask them to take the matter again
into consideration and see whether it would not
be advisable to purchase the rights of the com-
pany, and let the miners of this colony have a
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free run—that they might, as the hon. member
for Maryborough said, have free competition
with the miners in other parts of Australia.

_Mr. Lrany: It is certainly a heavy restric-
tion.

Mr. FISHER : T am sorry the Secretary for
Mines is not present, for I should like to impress
upon him the necessity for the appointment of
further inspectors to look after the welfare of the
miners, and see that the mines are properly con-
ducted. I would urge, also, the establishment of
schools of mines in the various centres, where
the younger miners possessed of the necessary
talent could become qualified experts in mining
matters, and where they might have facilities
afforded them to acquire the necessary know-
ledge to enable them to rise to the highest pin
nacle of their profession. Of course, I see with
great pleasure that provision of the kind is made
for Charters Towers ; but there are other fields
on which a school of mines would be acceptable
and successful, and I trust the Goverument
will take into early consideration the esta-
blishment of such an institution at Gympie.
I would like to call attention to the large
amount of expenditure estimated for * Buildings.”
We bhave on the Loan Iistimates a proposed
expenditure of £540,799, and I think that is
quite an unreasunable awount to expend on
buildings in a colony like this. Of this sum,
over £300,000 is to be spent in Brisbane this
year.

Mr. FORSYTH :
number of years.

Mr. FISHER : That is all very well, but, in
my opinion, to destroy the present post and
telegraph office is little short of the act of an
insane man. I believe if the colony were polled
from end to end the people would denounce as a
piece of vandalism the destruction of that
building. I cannot conceive how any Minister
could come to the conclusion that it would be a
good thing to pull down that building, in order
to put up a new one at a cost of £100,000, when
there is ample roor at the back to make any
necessary additions at a cost of £20,000 or
£30,000. In my opinion, such a proposal is an
absolute blunder in administration. I know it
will be contended that we must possess a first-
class post office before the Federal Parliament
takes possession ; but federation will not
benefit us in this respect, because we shall
be debited with the interest on the cost
and we shall not benefit one single fraction.
The only thing we shall have to congratulate
ourselves upon will be that we will have a new
post office. I think we will be acting like
children if we attempt to get that nice new
building before the Federal Parliament is estab-
lished. It is only an attempt te give employ-
ment in Brisbane—to placate some followers of
the Ministry who have been in good grace lately.
T think that is very undesirable. I think that
the amount of money proposed to be spent in
Brisbane on buildings is far in excess of the
requirements of the city, and cannot be justified
from an administrative point of view.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Animus against
Brisbane.

Mr. FISHER: T have no particular animus
against Brisbane ; I think it is entitled to a
share of the public expenditure, and when there
is a dire necessity for buildings to be erected
here, I shall agree as quickly as anyone that they
should be good ones. But I do not think there
is any justification for the erection of this new
post and telegraph office, In this matter the
position that the Government have taken up has
not been justified.

The CrIEF SECRETARY : Have you been through
the present building?

It will be spread over a
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Mr. FISHER : T have been in the building,
but I have not inspected it. I have read several
reports, and I have come to the conclusion that
the erection of this building is being hurried on
simply hecause of the advent of federation.

Mr, Hiees: The post office employees are
rather overerowded.

Mr. ForsyrH : Quite correct.

Mr. PISHER: There is room behind the
present building to make any necessary addi-
tions to relieve any overcrowding. Because one
or two rooms are overcrowded that does not
make it necessary to pull down the present
building and erect a new one at an enormous
cost. If the hon. member for Carpentaria was
carrying on a business, T can imagine him smiling
if any architect came along and said, “You are
slightly overcrowded; you want a little more
space. Pull down this building and put up
another one at a cost of £100,000.”

Mr. ForsyTH: It would always be an asset.
I would not mind having such an asset.

Mr. ¥ISHER : Then why don’t you buy it?
T think Brisbane is well looked after in the way
of public buildings.

Mr. ForsyrH : What about the post office in
Sydney ?

Mr. FISHER : You might as well refer to the
post office in London. The population in
Sydney is much larger than in Brisbane, and
the Sydvey post office is not an old building.
It is a building worthy of the city of Sydney, but
I do not think the necessities of the case are the
same in Brisbane. The next matter to which I
wish to draw attention 1s the working of the
Sugar Works Guarantee Act.  Although some
of the money advanced under that Act will be a
goud tuvestment, still T am inclined to think the
evidence we bave before us suggests that it
would be wise to go slowly in making advances.

Hon. D. B. Darryyrre : Would you say that
about miners ?

Mr. FISHIR: If there is any class in the
community who practically ask for no Govern-
ment assistance it is the miners. I appeal to the
Ministers present to say if they have ever found
miners running to the (Government for assist-
ance. They may go once when they have a real
grievance for support, but if they do not get it
they go away and have a ready manner of
expressing thelr views. Rather than waste their
time going to the Government they would go out
and fossick fora bit of gold on their own account.
Miners are not like some other classes we know
of who are always hanging round the Govern-
ment offices, hoping by their importunity and
pestering of Ministers to get what they desire.
I utterly and emphatically coudemn the principle
of expending loan money for defence purposes.
There is an increase of £534,000 for the Land
Defence Torce, and an increase of £36,500
for the purchase of small arms and ammunition.
This expenditure is all from loan, and I am
utterly against the spending of loan money for
such purposes. I raised the same question last
year, and the Chief Secretary then stated that a
great deal of the money was for store ammuni-
tion, and would come back again in money pay-
ments. I havelonked for those money payments,
and T cannot find any but a few paltry sums not
worth talking about. The fact of the matter is
that this is a convenient way of spending about
£30,000 out of loan, which ought to be charged
to revenue, and it is a positively dangerous prac-
tice. With regard to the failure of the sugar
crop, I should like to contrast the sugar-growers
with the pastoralists. I think members present
were somewhat astonished to discover that the
losses in the area which has been badly affected
with drought were only 13'2 per cent. in sheep,
and 9'2 per cent. in cattle. Thatisup to the end
of June last, of course.
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Mr. W, Hamrron: That will be up to the
beginning of the year.

Mr. FISHER : T understood the Treasurer to
say that it was up to the end of June,

Hon. D. H. DarryupL: They do not get
returns after Christmas,

Mr. FISHER: But there are ways of esti-
mating the losses, and I believe commissioners
have been sent out to make reports, Are those
losses, theun, up to the end of last year?

Hon. D. H. DarrymMpLE: Yes; up to the
time the returns were sent in.

Mr. W. Hamirron : The heaviest losses have
been since the beginning of the year.

Mr. FISHER: Do you think they would
double that ?

Mr. W. HamiLTon : Yes.

Mr. FISHER: Well, T would ask have any
hon. members heard the sugar-growers com-
plaining very much? If hon. members will look
at page 20 of the Financial Statement, they will
see the sugar-growers suffered a loss of 25 per
cent. last year as compared with their previous
year’s crop, and I have not heard a great howl
from the sugar-growers.

Hon. D. H. DaLrymPLE: You are not likely
to hear it in Grympie, or in Queen street.

Mr. FISHER : But you would hear it in this
House.

Hon. D. M. Dawryyrig : Oh, no, we wouldn’t
howl.

Mr. FISHER : Although I am not connected
with an agricultural district, I think it is only
fair to mention that other industries, besides the
pastoral industry, have suffered heavily, and
have not appealed to the Government for special
as-istance. They have taken their losses as part
of their ditficulties.

Hon. D. H. DaLryupre : They know they get
no sympathy.

Mr. FISHER : The hon. gentleman is quite
wrong in saying that the sugar-growers have no
sympathy from us ; they have the same sympathy
from this side of the House as any other pro-
ducing people in the colony, and when they have
a legitimate grievance will be treated with the
same kindness and consideration. Because we
differ on the matter of coloured labour, it is
not fair to say that we have no sympathy with
sugar-growers. No party in this House sup-
ported the Sugar Works Guarantee Act more
strongly than the then Labour party, When
£500,000 was voted under that Act the hon. mem-
ber for Xnoggera and myself were, I believe, the
ouly members on ithis side who voted to reduce
the amount to, I think, £150,000. The Sugar
Works Guarantee Bill had the active support of
the Labour party at the time, and T am persuaded
that it was the contention and feeling of the
Labour party that enabled the late Sir Thomas
McIlwraith to pass the Rill. He knew that he
would have the support of this side of the House,
and he was powerful enough to influence the
majority of his own followers to support the
measure. There is another matter I should like
to refer to. I should like to direct the attention of
the Chief Secretary to page 15 of the Financia
Statement, where, under the head of * The
Agricultural Lands Purchase Act Selections” he
will find all the estates which have been thrown
open to selection enumerated, and the areas
selected given.

Mr. McDONNELL (glled attention to the

. state of the Committee.
[9°30 p.nu.] Quorum formed.

Mr. FISHER : I was about to point out that,
on page 15 of the Financial Statement, we find
these words—

Since these Acts came into operation there have been
purchased, up to 30th June, 1900, fifteen estates in all,
Fourteen of these, of a gross area for selection of
127,811 acres, consisting of 1,086 surveyed portions,
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and total purchasing price of £342,567 15s, 94, have
been opened to selection. The only estate not yet
opened to selection is the Seaforth Istate, Mackay
district. This is now being surveyed, and will be
thrown open shortly.

Mr. Hices : It will never be taken up.

Mr. FISHER: It has been proved to be a
distinet job. It has been proved, and it has
been confirmed by documentary evidence, that
there wus nothing to justify the Government in
paying the price they did for the Seaforth Kstate,
and I have heard it described, in the elegant
language of hon. members on the other side—not
members on this side—as a rotten transaction.
That is not elegant language to use.

The SECRETARY ¥OR RaiLways : No, it is not.
You should not repeat it.

Mr. FISHER : It is language that is not
peculiar to this side of the House. The action
of the Government in regard to this matter can-
not be justified, and they make no attempt to
justify 6. Not one of their officers with, per-
haps, one exception, will stand to them, and
there are very few members on the other side out-
side the Ministry who will attempt to justify the
transaction.

The CHIEFSECRETARY : The Land Court recom-
mended it.

Mr. Ryvanp: They winked the other eye.,

Hou. D. H., DALRYMPLE: It isa paltry matter.

Mr. FISHER : It may be a paltry matter to
give £18,000 in excess of its value. It may bea
paltry matter from the Government point of
view, but it is an act of maladministration on
their part. They may have arrived at that
position when they can call the throwing away
of £10,000 or £20,000 of the country’s money a
paltry matter, but it is certainly not a paltry
matter, inasmuch as i compromises the credit of
the Government and the credit of the colony.
If ithe Government were straightforward, they
would say that they had made a blunder, instead
of trying to shelter themselves behind a subter-

fuge.

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE : What rubbish !

Mr. FISHER : Hereis the proof of the rub-
bish—that something has been done with all the
other estates except this one. We were told that
the Seaforth Hstate had sea frontages, and that
they would all be sold at good prices.

The SEoRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDs: The sale
has not come off yet.

Mr. FISHER : I hope the Secretary for Lands
will advertise the sale well, as T believe it will
be a notable sale in Australia. The probability
is that the Ministry might be put up for sale
shortly afterwards.

Mr., Hices': What about the Mirani-Cattle
Creek railway ? That was another bit of pro-
posed swindling.

Mr. FISHER : T would just like to refer to
one other matter. The Chief Secretary, while
replying to the leader of the Oppisition, waxed
very eloquent on the fact that it was desirable
that British capital and British capitalists should
be informed by members on this side of the
House that they would be welcome to come here
and construct any railway which was not a trunk
line. T asked the hon. gentleman by interjection
if he would inform us what a trunk line is, because
it appears to me that the Ministry would now
perhaps call only one railway a trunk line, and
that is the line running west from DBrisbane.
Their policy is as sbifty as the sands of the sea-
shore. They will do anything and everything that
will suit their political friends and the financial
magnates who are behind them. They have
shifted their railway policy. They have veered
their financial policy, and they are now proposing
to shift their policy with regard to repurchased
estates, Of courseit is not the same Government,
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‘When the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act was
passed, we were told that it was only intended to
buy back land for agricultural purposes, but now
they propose to repurchase land for dairying
purposes.

Mr, Brinces: Do we notlive and learn?

Mr. Hices: The purpose is to rehabilitate
members on the other side.

Mr. FISHER : I am only pointing to the fact
that the Government have no stable and con-
tinuons policy, but that they change their policy
to please the majority of their friends, and,
wherever they can be pressed strongly enough,
they must yield to the pressure. I do not know
whether it 1s on account of a mental ‘““‘slew” on
the part of the Government, but, at any rate, the
repurchase of these estates and other little
friendly arrangements which it is not necessary
to mention, all indicate that we have a com-
plaisant Government whose only concern is their
own welfare, and not the welfare of the country
whose honour and dignity they are sworn to
uphold.

) Mr. Hices: They haven’t got any dignity
eft.

Mr. STEWART (Bockhampton North): I am
very sorry I cannot follow the example of several
hon. gentlemen who have preceded me, and con-
gratulate the Treasurer on his Statement.
Several hon. gentlemen have said it is a lengthy
Statement. No doubt that is true. It is a very
long-winded production certainly. It extends
over thirty pages of closely-printed matter.

Mr, Hices : 1 wonder is it all his own ?

Mr. STEWART : It took the Treasurer two
hours to read it, and during that time he dealt
with the financial condition of the colony for
fifteen minutes. The remaining portion of the
period was occupied in giving a rehash of statis-
tics that we could find in the various official
publications. I have had to complain of this
kind of Statement before. It is not a Budget
Speech such as the Chancellor of the Kxchequer
in the old country would deliver, or such as any
Treasurer of the southern colonies would deliver.
It is mevely a sort of statistical account of the
industries of the colony, with a little financial
statement jammed in between. I think it is high
time that we had a Treasurer in office who
knew how to prepare a financial statement.
No one reading this Statement could get
a clear conception of the financial position of the
colony, and, in addition to that, it is misleading.
Perhaps it would not be parliamentary to say
intentionally misleading, but misleading not-
withstanding. It does not give an accurate
view of the financial condition of the colony at
the present time. The hon. gentleman, as usual,
comes down and claims that he has got a surplus.
He has done that for some years past. I have
maintained on fermer occasions that there is no
surplus, and I contend that now. There is no
legitimate surplus. It is only in existence on
paper. 1 do not believe for a single moment
that it exists even in the imagination of the
Treasurer himself, I doubt whether even the
Chief Secretary imagines that there is a surplus,
and we know that that hon. gentleman is about
the most imaginative member in this House,
Now, the Treasurer is an adept at one thing if
he is not particularly clever at anything else.
He can blow his own trumpet as skil-
fully as any person [ ever listened to. He
actually claims that during the last five or six
years nearly £500,000 sterling has been paid
off our national debt, and that we have saved at
least £15,000 per annum in interest. That is
sownething to be gratified at no doubt, but it is
only one side of the shield. Whilst ostensibly we
have been saving £500,000, yet in reality we
have run deeper into debt to the tune of
£7,000,000 or £8,000,000, and we have added over
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£200,000 a year to our interest Bill. How does
the hon. gentleman come by this surplus of his?
We find that a certain amount of revenue has
been received, and a certain amount expended,
and there is a balance of unexpended revenue
which is denominated a surplus. That may
be true so far as it goes, but the hon. geuntle-
man takes very good care not to tell us
the whole truth. He does not tell us, for
instance, that he has drawn very largely upon
the loan fund to carry on the ordinary busi-
ness of the country. He takes very good care
to suppress that most important fact, which, if it
were given the prominence it deserves, would
place a very different cowmplexion upon our
public accounts. I will just deal with a few of
the items of expenditure as they appear on the
Hstimates. Take the railway estimates. We
have there an item, “Deviation and reduction
of grades, Albion to Lutwyche—£5,500.” Will
any hon. gentleman say that that is a legitimate
charge against loan money? That is merely
keeping the railway in repair, and ought, I claim,
to be paid out of revenue. Then there is the
alteration of grades, Ipswich to Rosewood,
£16,000. Is it claimed by anyone that that can
legitimately be charged to loan? You might
just as well charge a new shaft for a dray, or
repairs to a wagon, or a plough, to borrowed
money as charge this £16,000 to loan expendi-
ture. Our system is altogether a wrong one.
Here again we have the Main Range deviations
and  alteration of curves, £11,700; and
strengthening bridges for heavier engines, £17,000.
Then we have Maryborough and Gympie, devia-
tions for easing curves, £15,000; Central
division, deviations and reduction of grades,
#£5,000 ; Northern division, deviations and reduc-
tions of grades, £8,000; Cairns line, renewal of
bridges, £11,000 ; Cooktown, for the same pur-
poses, £1,700; and Normanton, for the same
purposes, £500. In all, there is proposed to be
expended in deviations, relaying, and alteration
of curves, within a few pounds of £100,000. I
say every farthing of that expenditure is im-
properly charged to loan. It should be charged
torevenue. No private company would attempt
to carry on its business in this fashion. If it
did it would very soon run its head aganst the
rocks of disaster. As T said a little while ago,
as well might a farmer, every time he required a
new coulter in his plough, or a new wheel to his
dray, or anything of that kind, run to the
money-lender to obtain the wherewithal to do
those things, as the Government to charge those
repairs—it is maintenance, nothing else—to loan
money. Not only do we find the Government
spending very large sums of loan money upon
the maintenance of our railway lines, but we find
also that in the matter of public buildings large
sums are expended out of loan money which I
claim again are properly chargeable to revenue.
And in this connection [ may point out that the
Government does not seem to have any principle
on which it goes. Some buildings are erected
out of loan money ; other buildings are erected
out of revenue. I would like to know how
it comes that the cost of one building is defrayed
out of loan and the cost of another building is
defrayed out of revenue. Perhaps some of the
Ministers will be able to tell me. This may be
the explanation : That a brick or stone building
is charged to loan, and that a wooden building
is charged to revenue. If that is so, to what
would an iron building be charged, or a
mud hut, if it were found necessary to build
one? I will give a few examples so that
hon. members may attempt, at any rate, to
come to a conclusion on the subject. I have
given the matter a great deal of very anxious
congideration, but I have not been able to bring
harmony out of the confusion which exists,
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Here is the Defence Force: New buildings,
repairs and additions—out of revenue, £5,000;
out of loan, £4,800. Then there are courthouse
buildings: £1,500 out of revenue, and £15,800
out of loan. Is a courthouse a productive asset?
People who frequent courthouses are no doubt
asses, but I doubt whether a courthouse can be
called a productive asset. Then we come to
police buildings, and I ask whether a gaol is a
productive asset ?

The TREASURER : It is a very useful asset.

Mr. STEWART: Yes, it is a necessary evil,
and there are a great many people outside the
gaol who ought to be in it. I tind that
out of revenue it is proposed to expend £4,000
upon police buildings, and out of loan, £28,800.
T am very glad to see the Treasurer in his place.
I have asked in vamn the other members of the
Cabinet present to give some indication of the
principle upon which this money is expended ;
why one item is taken out of revenue, and why
another item is taken out of loan. Perhaps the
Treasurer will be able to tell us. Now, I find
post and telegraph offices : £5,000 ous of revenue
and £12,000 from loan. Then we come to the
Home Secretary’s Department. All the build-
ings in that hon. gentleman’s department are
erected out of revenue. I do not know whether
the hon. gentleman’s influence has been brought
to bear to bring about this very desirable
result, but if it has, I think the country
owes him a debt of gratitude. When we turn
to the Lands Department we find that a very
large sum is to be expended out of loan in build-
ing lands otfices, but it appears that revenue is
also to be drawn upon, the figures being £1,000
from revenue and £20,000 from loan,
would like to know how it comes that a
large revenue-producing department like the
Lands Department is under the painful neces-
sity of borrowing money when it wants to
erect a building in which to conduct its business.
Here is a department that returns the State some
£500,000 or £600,000 every year, and yet when a
building to conduct its business is wanted, it has
to go and borrow money. There appears to me
to be something extremely out of place in a
transaction of that kind. Then we come to the
Department of Agriculture: £1,000 out of
revenue, and £4,000 out of loan. The Depart-
ment of Public Instruction, I find, erects all its
buildings, amounting to £30,000, and very pro-
perly so, out of revenue, Why should a State
school, T would ask the Treasurer, be built out of
revenue while a gaol is not ? .

The TREASURER : Because one is built of wood
and the other of stone or brick.

Mr. STEWART: I am glad to hear the
explanation of the hon. gentleman. But sup-
pose a building is erected of iron, would it be
defrayed out of loan or out of revenue? And
if built half of brick and half of wood, would
one-half the cost come out of revenue and the
other half out of loan? It appears that if a
building is of brick the Government borrow the
money to build it. They go to the English
money market, say they are going to pub
up a brick building, and say, “Will you lend us
so much money for the purpose.” And I sup-
pose the people in Great Britain labour under
the jmpression that brick buildings are so
scarce in Queensland that it takes an immense
anrount of money to erect them. Bubt when a
building is to be erected of wood an appeal is
made, T suppose, to the wooden-headed classes
of the colony to find the cash to erect it
T think the hon. gentleman would be doing very

much better for the people of the

[10 p.m.] colony if he erected all those un-

productive buildings out of revenue.
This sort of thing cannot go on for ever;
it must come to an end some time. It is
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all very well to be able to renew promissory
notes for a period, but the end must come some
day. I think we are getting very well within
sight of the end in Queensland, and it is high
time we began to set our house in order, I
believe that the loan fund has been drawn upon
tno the tune of between £200,000 and £300,000
every year.

The TREASURER : No.

Mr. STEWART: Of course, I would not
dare to put my opinion against the opinion of
the hon, gentleman. I am very sorry the hon.
gentleman was not here when I was giving a
few examples. I have shown where one post
office was built out of the revenue and another
out of loan; and the reason he gave was that
one was built of wood and the other of brick. I
wish_to ask whether that is a reason that any
intelligent man would accept as satisfactory.
I don’t think so. I also pointed out where
maintenance on our railway lines was in a large
measure defrayed out of loan. Hasing curves,
relaying —

The TREASURER : Relaying does not come out
of a loan.

Mr, STEWART : It does in many cases.

The TREASURER : Ognly the additional value of

the rails.

Mr. STEWART : Ttappears on the Istimates,

The TREASURER : Only a small proportion.

Mr, STEWART: Duplication might rightly
come out of loan, but relaying, easing curves,
and deviations, and so on, I think it is improper
to charge to loan. Really they ought to he
charged to maintenance, for they are mainten-
ance, pure and simple. With regard o our
public buildings, a gaol is not a productive asset,
a courthouse is not a productive asset, and T
think those buildings should all be erected out of
revenue. Thatis the only way the hon. gentle-
man has been able to claim surpluses during the
last few years—by drawing very heavily upon
loan money for current expenses. That is
perfectly well known. The Treasurer has not
been very correct in his estimate during the last
year either as to revenue or to expenditure; he
under-estimated both revenue and expenditure ;
but, when hefound that revenue was pouring in, he
acted the prodigal. The revenue has no doubs
beenincreasing—I am very glad to seeit—byleaps
and bounds during the last two or three years ;
but the expenditure has also bern going up, and
I hold that it was the bounden duty of the Trea-
surer, foreseeing, as he must have done, that the
years of plenty would be followed undeniably by
the lean years, to have kept a much tighter hand
upon our expenditure. he hon. gentleman, I
believe, will find during the next two or three
years that his revenue, instead of expanding,
will contracst, and it will be exceedingly difficult
for him to curtail expenditure, It is the easiest
thing in the world to go in for increased expendi-
ture, but when money begins to dwindle away in
the Treasury it is a most difficult thing to go in
for retrenchment, which is most unpopular.
For that reason 1 hold thatevery Treasurershonld
keep as tight a rein upun expenditure as possible.
There is another reason why our expenditure
should be sharply controlled, and it is this:
that we are most heavily taxed in Queensland ;
and instead of increasing taxation, as has been
the habit .of every (Government during recent
years, I think the time has about arrived when
there should be some reduction. The amount of
taxation paid on the necessaries of life is some-
thing altogether extravagant, and I think any
Treasurer who had the best interes's of the
country at heart, instead of spending lavishly
such money as fortunately comes to his hands,
would try to practise economy, so that at the
first opportunity a portion at least of the burden
of taxation might belifted from the shoulders of
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the taxpayers. But the hon. gentleman in charge
of the Treasury has not done anything of the
kind. As fast as the money rolled in he rolled it
out again; he spent it with a most lavish-and
prodigal hand. The hon. gentleman, I believe,
is the most popular Treasurer that ever cccupied
the position in Queensland. For why? Simply
because he goes down before the assaults
of all and sundry. Anytody who prefers a
decent claim is not sent away empty. That may
be all very good, and it may be the means of
securing a good deal of popularity for the hon.
gentleman, but it is not good business as far as
the country is concerned, because there is this to
be considered also, that very soon we will have
federation upon us, and a great number of those
who talked so loudly in favour of federation and
who voted with such plandits for it will wonder
what snag they have struck up against when
federation comes along. 1 don’t wish to say
anything that would damp the ardour of such
federalists as the Chief Secretary, who is sitting
opposite me, or the junior member for Gympie,
who is sitting behind me; but I think it would
be most improper when we are entering upon our
career as a nation—one people one destiny ——

Mr. Rein: One flag.

Mr. STEWART : We have more than one
flag now. It is not the Australian flag at all, it
is some other flag we have now carried ronnd and
unfurled here, there, and everywhere. But, in
any case, we must look the fact in the face that
very soon we will lose in a large measure the
control we have bitherto had over our own
destinies, and we will be subject more or less to
peoplewholiveinanotherportionof Australia. We
will not have the power to fix our own taxation.
That will be fixed for us by people outside the
colony altogether. We will have a voice in the
matter no doubt, but it will be a very feeble and
very insignificant voice. The Hon. the Chief
Secretary may be in the Federal Parliament, but
he will be only one out of a great number, and T
do not think his influence will be so great as to
get the people in the Southern colonies to do
exactly what he wishes.

The Crizy SECRETARY : T cannot do that here.

Mr. STEWART : Not only will we not have
the power to tax ourselves, but also, in a great
many ways, the administration of our internal
affairs will be either directly or indirectly intev-
fered with. I am not grumbling, and I am not
complaining. Iam simply trying to point outto
hon. gentiemen the difficulties that lie before us
when federation is accomplished. It will place
the Treasurer of this colony and every colony in
a very peculiar position. According to the
arrangement that has been come to, 1t will be
most difficult for any Treasurer to forecast what
his income will be, and, that being the case, he
cannot very well be assailed if he s a little out
in his expenditure. It will give rise to a good
deal of looseness in the conduct of Australian
finance. The Treasurers of the different colonies
will not know what their revenue will be, and
they cannot be grumbled at if they fail to esti-
mate their exp-nditure exactly.

Mr. Rrin : Our Treasurer is a prophet—he has
done so.

Mr. STEWART : Well, the hon. gentleman
has taken a particular step. I suppose some
other persons will have to be consulted as to
whether that step is a correct one or not. I
believe that be has done the correct thing. I
think it wonld be much better if the Customs
were handed over to the Federal Parliament at
the end of the financial year than having to hand
them over in the middle, but Queensland can-
not itself settle when the Customs are to be
handed over. That will be for the federal
authorities to say. I think it will be much wiser
if some arrangement could be made whercby the
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Treasurer should have the control over our
finances till the end of the present financial
year, but if the authorities do not say so, it
cannot be done. As one hon. member suys,
the Constitution deliberately lays down that the
Customs, upon the declaration or proclamation of
the federation, shall be immediately handed over
to the federal anthority. I donotknow whether
some arrangement could be made to evade that,
but we know we have no great veneration for
Constitutions.in Australia when itsuitsus. Our
Constitution is being ridden through by the pro-
verbial coach and six every day in the week.

Mr, REp: A bullock dray goes through it.

Mr. STEWART: Yes, not only a coach and
six, but a bullock dray is run through our Con-
stitution every day in the week, and I have no
doubt that some breach may possibly be found
in the Federal Constitution yet. But what is
troubling me is not that. It is the difficulties
we in Queensland will find ourselves in after
federation. I have no doubt that things will
come all right in time. Hverything does, but it
does not matter what happens in the end.
If we let things go on to the end they are
bound to come back to their normal condition
again, but there is always a period of incon-
venience, and possibly a period of danger, There
is, therefore, all the more reason why the per-
souns in charge of our Treasury in the meantime
should be careful. There is more reason for care
at the present time than there has ever been in
the history of the colony before, And that
being the case, we find that the hon. gentleman
at the helm of finance—

Mr. REID: A very bad helmsman.

Mr. STEWART: A very bad helmsman. The
hon. gentleman simply rides on the crest of the
wave, before the wind, never thinking where he
is going to or what is going to happen. Now, I
hope that gentleman will have an eye to the
future, and will try to avoid going upen the
rocks, Now there are several other matters,
There is another matter to which I wish to refer
shortly. T have spoken about it before when
dealing with the Financial Statement, and I
regret very much to see that nothing has been
done in the direction of the reform I advocated.
I have advocated additional taxation, not taxa-
tion on the principal taxpayer, but the imposi-
tion of such taxes as would get at the absentees
particularly, and also an income tax and a land
tax., Now, I believe that the only reason why
the hon. gentleman in charge of the Treasury
cooks his accounts annually, and draws so much
upon loan funds for revenue purposes

The TrREASURER: That is not a fact.

Mr. STEWART : Draws so much upon loan
funds for revenue purposes, is to save the
property classes from taxation. I believe that
that is the one and only reason why this method
of carrying on the financial operations of the
colony isadopted. Is there any reason why these
people should be exempt from taxation? Is
there any reason why these absentees, who do
not contribute a farthing to the taxation of the
colony, should not be compelled to pay some-
thing towards the cost of Government here?
Why should not they stump up something to
defray the cost of protecting their own pro-
perty. We are going in now for increased
army and navy expenditure. We are becoming a
great military power, and for what? To protect
not only the property of ourselves in the colony,
our persons, our lives, and our property, but
people who do not live here at all, but who draw
immense revenues annually from our shores.
That being the case, it is high time that these
people were called upon to contribute something
towards this cost. We have got to build railways
all over the colony. We have got to found
schools, we have got to find policemen, and we
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have got to find telegraphs and post offices, and
all the res$ of it, and everything to facilitate the
carrying on of the business of these people, and
to the expense of all those things they con-

tribute a most infinitesimal sum. Now, I
say that they ought to be taxed. Is the
hon, gentleman game to tax them? Is he

prepared to ask the absentee to contribute
towards the cost of running this country, or is
he afraid that if he does he may meet with the
fate of the rulers of the Transvaal, who made
the one unfortunate mistake of taxing the
absentee capitalist. Besides an absentee tax,
I think we should also have an income tax.
"There is a very large number of persons in this
colony getting very good incomes, and why
should they not pay something more than the
ordinary Customs and excise duties to the
State?

Mr. Browng: Especially as we are going in
for war taxation.

Mr. STEWART : Especially as, as the hon.
member says, we are going in for war taxation ?
An income tax is one of the principal methods
of raising money in (ireat Britain. Why cannot
we follow that good example? Why place the
largest proportion of the burden of taxation
upon the shoulders of the poor? Why tax what
a man eats, and drinks, and wears, instead of
taxing what he has? That would be a much
better principle of taxatioy than the other.

The TREASURER : We tax that, too.

Mr. STEWART: The hon. gentleman says
“We tax that, too.” Yes, but very lightly.

The TrEASURER : One man paid £150,000 last
year. That paid for the war.

Mr, STEWART : That was a windfall that is
not likely to occur in our lives again, and I am
very sorry thal the sum was not very much
larger. It would have been very much better
that the country should have got £300,000,
£400,000, or £500,000 out of that estate than that
it should go to the lawyers, as the great propor-
tion of it will inevitably do. Then another tax
I think ought to be imposed is a land tax. The
effect of that would be not only to add to the
revenue of the country, but it would benefit the
community in another way.

The TREASURER: We are subsidising land-
owners now,

Mr, STEWART : Yes, unfortunately, we are
subsidising them now, .

The TrEAsURER: Through the local authori-

ties.

Mr, STEWART : Well, there is some excuse
for that, while those people are maintaining
roads that lead in many cases to Government
property, and run through Government property.
Instead of curtailing the subsidy to these local
bodies it ought to be increased in many instances.
T would go for much higher subsidies to local
bodies than are at present paid. I have stated
before the system on which I would proceed. 1T
would differentiate. In the case of a place like
Brisbane I would give nosubsidy. I would look
upon Brisbane as the young man who had come
of age and was able to do for himself, and the
good father did not need to assist him any more,
So also with other large towns like Grympie,
Maryborough, Rockhampton, Townsville, and
those places. The scale of endowment for these
places would be pretty low, and would increase
as the needs of the community required. Where
there was a fairly dense population the endow-
ment should be low, and in new country awaiting
development it should be proportionately high.
1 donotthink thehon, gentleman shouldbegrudge
the subsidies he pays to the local authorities.

The TrEASURER : I do not, but you want to
tax the same people.
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Mr. STEWART : T am glad to hear the hon.
gentleman does not begrudge that endowment.
I think land values ought to he taxed. What
has made the land in Brisbane valuable? Let
us come down fo particulars. A square mile of
territory here in Brisbane is worth, I suppose,
somewhere about £7,000,000 or £8,000,000 for
the 640 acres, and that does not take info
accouni the value of the property built npon
that land. What gave that land this value?
Is it not the expenditure of public money in
every portion of the colony ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: And private money,

too.

Mr. STEWART: I have no doubt, private
money, too; but the private money has had its
reward, and the public money has not had its
reward.

The TREASURER : Not always.

Mr. STEWART: We know very well that
if the population of Brisbane left it to-morrow,
the site of Brisbane would not be worth more
than £1 per acre—#£640, instead of between
£7,000,000 and £8,000,000.

Mr. REID: What, with a river frontage ?

Mr. STEWART: With the river frontage
and everything else thrown in. We find that it
is population that gives land in Queensland its
value.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Hear, hear !

Mr. REm: Is that why you want Immi-
gration ? *

Mr. STEWART : T say that what the State
gives the State ought to get, and when we claim
that land values should be taxed we are simply
asking for justice, and for neither more nor less
than our own.

Mr. REID : What abhout the poor working chap
with his 16-perch allotment ?

Mr. RyranDp : Yes, and the widow ?

Mr. STEWART: It would pay the poor
working man with his 16-perch allotment to
contribute a little by way of a land tax, if he
could only see through it.

Mr. JacksoN : Why sell Crown lands at all?
‘Why not nationalise the land?

Mr. STEWART : The great difficulty is that
the present Government will not give him the
opportunity. There is one thing I am pleased
about in connection with federation, and it is
about the only thing connected with it with
which I am satisfied, and that is that with the
advent of federation the Government of the
colony will have to go in more and more for
direct taxation.

Mr. REID: The ““fat man” will put that off
as long as he can,

Mr. STEWART: There is no doubt about
that, but he will not be able to stave it off
indefinitely. I v.ant toknow how it is that the
Goveroment has never done anything for—

Mr. JacksoN: Rockhampton.

Mr. STEWART : No, I hope T am not aroads
and bridges member. I would scout the very
idea of not retaining my seat here without
coddling my own particular electorate. I would
go out and sweep the streets rather than be a
mere poodle for wirepullers or logrollers of
that description. I hope the hon. member for
Kennedy does not class mein the same boat with
himself. There 13 one thing I am surprised at,
and it is this: This Government have done a
great deal for the sugar-growers and the pastoral-
ists in the way of assisting them, and I want to
know what they are going to do for the other
farmers? In all the other colonies cheap money
has been provided for the farmers, and the
system has been successful wherever it has been
tried. When is this Government going to do
something for our farmers? When are they
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going to take them out of the hands of the
money-lender and provide them with fairly cheap
money, so as to enable them to compete, on
something like level terms, with the farmers of
the other colonies? The hon. gentleman at the
head of the Government does not believein people
putting their money into the Savings Bank. He
thinks it should be put into development. I say
that where an opportunity presents itself for
that sort of thing, the wisest thing for a man to
do is to put his money into works of develop-
ment, buta great many people have cash which
it is not convenient for them to expend it in
that fashion, and they put it into the Savings
Bank. If they want to apply it to develop-
ment of the resovrces of the colony, why
should there be any impediment put in the
way ? I think that, instead of depending on the
TLondon market for cash—which I
[10°30 p.m.] believe some day we_shall find a
broken reed—we ought to depend
more on our own resources. Instead of the hon.
gentleman in charge of the Treasury putting
impediments in the way of men putting money
in the Government Savings Bank, he should give
them every encouragement ; and he should utilise
that cashindeveloping the industriesof thecolony.
I think a step in that direction would be wel-
comed, and would do a great deal to promote the
prosperity of the colony. I do not intend
to detain the Committee any longer, as I will
have an opportunity of dealing with these several
matters when the Fstimates come before us. T
only hope that the Treasurer’s estimate will turn
out to be a correct one, but I doubt that very
much,
The House resumed ; and the CHAIRMAN re-
ported progress, and obtained leave to sit
again to-morrow,

The House adjourned at twenty-four minutes
to 11 o’cluck.





