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Papers.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

TUESDAY, 4 SEPTEMBER, 1900.

The SpeAkER (Hon. Arthur Morgan, Warwick)
took the chair at half-past 8 o’clock.

PAPERS.
The following papers, laid on the table of the
House, were ordered to be printed :—

(1) Report upon the working of the Queens-
land Government Savings Bank for the
year ended 30th June, 1900.

(2) Return to an order, relative to Govern-
ment expenditure in connection with
concessions to the Chillagoe Company,
made by the House, on motion of Mr.
Lesina, on the 24th July last.

(3) Report, for the year 1899, from the
Agent-General for Queensland.

(4) Report of the Royal Commission ap-
pointed to inquire mto and report upon
certain railway extensions.

(5) Report of the Officer in Charge, Govern-
ment Labour Bureau and Relief, for
1899.

(6) Report of the Inspector of Hospitals for
the Insane for 1899,
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(7) Statisties of the colony of Queensland for
the year 1899.

(8) Return to an order, relative to pur-
chase of Goomburra Run, Darling
Downs, made by the House, on motion
of Mr. Kates, on the 25th July last.

(9) Further correspondence relative to con-
struction and maintenance of a line of
railway from Port Norman, by way of
Normanton, to Cloncurry.

ROYAL COMMISSION ON RAILWAYS.
PRESENTATION OF REPORT.

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R.
Dickson, Bulimba) presented the report of the
Royal Commission appointed to inquire into
certain railway extensions, and moved that the
paper be printed.

Question put and passed.

PETITION.
CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION BILL.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LLANDS
(Hon. W. B. H. O’Connell, Musgrave) presented
a petition from certain workers in the Musgrave
electorate, praying for the introduction of a
Conciliation and Arbitration Bill similar to the
Act in force in New Zealand.

Petition read and received.

QUESTIONS.
RATLWAY CARRIAGE FOR FREE LLABOURERS,

Mr. BOWMAN (Warrcgo) asked the Secretary
for Rallways—

1. By whose instructions was a railway carriage
reserved at Charleville for frec labourers travelling by
the mail train from Brisbane to Cunnamulia on 15th
August last P

2. Did the said mail train stop at a distance of about
one miie from Cunnamulla Railway Station to suit the
convenience of a number of free labourers travelling in
charge of Mr. Westergaard Nielsen, secretary Warrego
Pastoralists’ Association ?

3. Ias he any objection to lay correspondence relating
to above questionson the table of the House?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Murray, Normanby) replied—

1. By the stationmaster at Charleville.

2. Yes.

3. I lay upon the table of the Ifouse the correspon-
dence referred to.

Mgr. J. M. Cross’s REPORTS.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) asked the Premier—

Is it his intention to, in future, supply the members
of the levislature with copies of the periodical reports
prepared by Mr. J, 3. Cross for the information of the
Agent-General ?

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, Townsville)
replied-—

No.

Looar GOVERNMENT BILL.

Mr. RYLAND (Gyinpie) asked the Premier—

Is it the intention of the Government to bring in a
Local Government Bill this session ?

The PREMIER replied—

Yes.

MOTION ¥FOR ADJOURNMENT.

ALLEGED DISFRANCHISEMENT OF BULLOO
ELECTORS.

The SPEAKER : I have received from the
hon. member for Warrego a notification, in writ-
ing, of his intention to move the adjournment of
the House for the purpose of calling attention to
a definite matter of urgent public importance—
namely, the illegal disfranchisement of a number
of electors in the Thargomindah division of the
Bulloo electorate.

Mr. BOWMAN (Warrego) : I beg to movethe
adjournment of the House.
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The SPEAKER : Is the motion supported ?

Not less than five members having risen in
their places in support of the motion,

Mr. BOWMAN : In moving the adjournment
of the House this afternoon in reference to the
disfranchisement of a number of electors in the
Bulloo electorate, I have done so at the request
of several of the miners on Duck Creek, who
have been deprived of their votes,

Mr, STorY : Did you inform the member for
Bulloo that you were going to do this ?

Mr. BOWMAN : The hon, member for Bulioo
is acquainted with the fact that I was going to
move the adjournment of the House, and so is
the Home Secretary.

The HoME SECRETARY : Not to-day.

Mr, BOWMAN : I told you last week.

The HoME SECRETARY: I understcod the in-
tention had been abandoned.

An HonNouraBLE Mzeusir: You have only
half-an-hour to move it,

Mr. BOWMAN : An hon. member reminds
me that I have only half-an-hour to move it, and
I am going to make the most of it in that time.
The complaint I desire to bring under the
notice of the House this afternocn is this: A
number of men yot their claims filled in at Duck
Creek last April. While the hon. member for
Enoggera and myself were visiting the Warrego,
Balonne, and Bulloo electorates, we took the
trouble to fill up some claims. I atiested
twenty-seven, I think, of those claims, and took
them in {o Thargomindah at the request of the
miners at Duck Creek, When I haaded them
in to the electorsl registrar, Mr., Archdall, he
told me those claims were correct and in order.
Later on the acting electoral registrar, Mr.
Daly, the police officer at Thargomindah, sent
a notification to these men at Duck Creel that
they would have to apprar in person or by agent
or their names would be styuck off the roll.

%‘?e Houe SEORETARY: Were they on the
roll ?

Mr, BOWMAN : Or their names would not
be put on the roll. This is a copy of the notifi-
cation sent by Mr. Daly—

ErecrioxNs Acrs, 1885 to 1897.
Police Court, Thargomindah,
25th Judy, 1800,

8ir,—Referring to your claim to have your nawme in-
scrted upon the electoral roll for the Lllectoral Distrizt
of Bulloo, Thargomindah division, I have the houour to
inform you that, from inguiries inade, I have reasen to
helieve that you are not qualified tobe istered as an
elector, I have therefore to request your attendance
at the bi-monthiy registration court to he held on the
7th August, 1800,for the purpose of proving your quali-
If you fail to attend cither in person or by
agent, and prove your qualification. and that you still
possess the same qualification, your claim will be
rejected.

I am, ete.,
M. DALY,
Acting Electoral Registrar.
That notification was sent to Richard Davis,
Duck Creek Opal Fields, and I have a similar
notification here that was sent to John Sullivan.
That notification was written on the 25th July,
and the men at Duck Creek did not receive their
notices until the 3rd August. They had thus three
clear days to go 100 miles in order to attend
personally at the registration court to be held on
the 7th August. Those men were unable to pro-
cure horses and were unable to walk the distsnce,
and out of the twenty-seven men whose claims
were taken in by myself, twenty odd whohad their
claims registered were rejected. Three or four
of those men whom I could mention had been
on the field for over two years. This is not the
firet time some of those gentlemen have had
their claims filled in and sent to the electoral
registrar with the result that they have not been
registered. They were previously deprived of
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their votes by the registration court at Kulo, be-
cause Duck Oreek and Beechal were found in 1898
to have been removed from the Eulo division and
put into the Thargomindah division of the
Bulloo electorate. 1 suppose it is within the
memory of certain hon. gentlemen that the hoxn.
member for Barcoo moved the adjonrnnent of
the House on that occasion tuv show the injustice
that had beent done those men. The excuse then
brought forward was that it was the Crown
Law Officers who had suggested it. It seems
to we very unfair that those men should
twice be deprived of their voles, because in the
limited space of time allowed them they were
unable to get to Thargomindah, a distance of
100 miles, to prove to the electoral registrar for
the district that they were qualified to have
their names on the roll. My, Zillman, I believe,
was the electoral registrar at the registration
court on the Tth August last, and I have ten
notices here signed by him.

The Home SEcRErarY : Was he not the pre-
siding magistrote 7

Mr, BOWMAN :

Hemay have been presiding
magistrate, but thes: notices are signed by him
as electoral regi This is one of the notices
addressed to Willlam Wood, Duck Creek—

Pleare take notice that your claimto have yeur name

placed on the electoral roll for the eleetoral distriet of
Bulloo, Thargemindah division, bas begn rejected at the
revision court, becanse you f{ailed to appear after having
heen called upon to prove your gualification.
I am not going to say that this gentleman is to
blame for these men having been disfranchiscd,
but L do thiuk that the gentleman who gave the
information to the elcctoral registrar is some-
what to blame, aud I presume it was the acting
electoral registrar, Nr. Daly, the police officer
at Thargomindah. If that gentleman had made
proper inquiries, as in his notics to the men he
says he had done—if he had m=sde inguiries from
the proper source, and there iz a police officer
stationed at Duck Creek—he would have found
that with the exception of six men, whose names
had been registered at the previous revision
court held in June at Thargomindah, all those
men who claimed to be registered were still in
the district. [ have documentary evidence to
prove that this constable would have given the
information to the acting electoral registrar
had he asked for it.

My, W, HamirToN : Why did they challenge
the men if they knew that they were in the dis-
trict ?

Mr. BOWMAN : It was said that they were
not in the district, or there was reason to believe
that they had left the district, I will give the
naines of some men who are prepared to swear
that they have been in the district for two years.
They are Hector Richardson, Richard Davis,
Frank Kemyp, and James Russell, I was at
Duck Creek in 1897, in 15898, and also this year,
and these gentlemen were there on those occa-
sions, and it would not have taken very much
trouble for the registrar to find out whether they
still remained there. I very much regret that
the hon. member for Bulloo is not present,
because there is a gentleman named Aber-
crombie, whoin he knows personally, who has
been for years in the district, and who cannot get
on theroil. Ihaveinformation that some of these
men have gone a few mles out prospecting—a
very eommon thing for miners to do on the opal-
fields of Duck Creek and Yowah, but they come
back to Duck Creek. I do not think it can be
said that a man has left the district if he goes a
few miles away to prospect. The law of course
states in clause 31—

The deelaration contained in any claim should be
taken as primd jfacie evidence of the qualification
claimed.
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Probably some hon. members may say that
subsequent clauses in the Act override that.
Clause 91 provides—

That if the electoral registrar has rcason to believe
that any porson is not yualified to b registered
as an elector he has to send a notice to bim to that
effect, and if he fails to attend at the vegistration court,
either in person or by agent, the claim will be rcjected.
I think that whatever the wording of the Act is
we should take into consideration what the spirit
of the Act is.  Is it not to give every man who is
entitled to have hiz name placed on the roll un
opportunity of having a vose ? Thes2 men have
been deprived of their votes for three years
because of their inability to get their names
attested. I know of men who have ridden 109
miles from Duck Creek to get their claims
abvested, and then have been disappointed because
the justice of the peace has been on some other
portion of the run, and it was not known when
he would be back. The nearest justice from
Duck Creek is at South Comongin, and from there
to Duck Cresk and back is 100 miles.  Soyou will
see that these men have suffered great incon-
venience through not being able to get their claims
attested and throngh having them rejected. The
hon. member for Barcoo attested twenty-nine
names in 1898, but those claims were all rejected.
Three of the nsmes I have mentioned were
sent in in 1897, registered in 1898, and they wers
then rejected because the division of  Duck
Creek was shifted from: ilulo to Thargomindah.
Three yeers sgo the claims of these men were
rejected. I filled thenr in again this ye=ar and
they were rejected again. I ask any hon.
gentleman whether that is a fair and reasonable
way of giving men an oppertunity to get a vote?
The men had not shifted, At =1l events, some of
them had not shifted. T have letters here from
Davis, and from a prowminent storekeeper at
Duck Creek, notifying me that these men havs
not left the district. Some hon. members may
say that the men may have gone to another opal-
field. Three of them, to my knowledge, who
were registered went to Koriot Opal Fi-ld,
which is in the Bulloo eleciorate, though the
hon. member for Bulloo, T know, disputes it,
and says he believes it is in the Balonne elec-
torate. But on examination of the map and
on applying to the principal electoral registrar
he informs me that there is no doubs it is
in the Bulloo. T have also proof of a claim that
was sent into the Eulo division frow this par-
ticulor field. It is the claim of William George
White, aged thirty-three, Koriot Oual Field;
occupation, miner; qualification, six months
in the electorate. That was registered at
the last revision court. It was dated 7th
August, and Mr. Pollord, the police officer and
electoral registrar, was the officer who passed
the claim. I should imagine that the electoral
registrar, if he knew his duty, would not allow
that name to be placed on the Fulo division if
the Koriot Opal Fields were not in the Bulloo
electorate ; but any hon. gentleman can see for
himself, by reference to the map, that what I
state is correct. You can see Koriot and South
Koriot, which is eight miles from the boundary
of the Balonne electorate.  'When these men in
the past have made application to get their
names on the roll, they have doneit because they
were particularly anxious to take their part in
sending a representative into this Chamber, but
many of the miners on Duck Creek, and also at
Yowah, have reason to believe that there is a con-
spiracy againsitheirnamesbeing placed on the roll,
Bowme people go so far as to blame the hon. mem-

for Bulloo, but T am nut going to

[4 p.m.] :

blame bim. But I say thereare men
in the Bullno electorate and in Thar-
gomindah itself who have worked very hard
indeed against the interests of the particular party
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on this side of the House—against the interests
of men who are anxious to support them, Tknow
that. When we have a state of things like that,
I think that this motion for adjournment is not
a waste of time, because it draws the attention
of hon. members on both sides who are anxious
to see fair play to these circumstances. I main-
tain that, no matter what political opinions we
may hold, we should agree that if a man is
cualified to have his name put on the elec-
toral roll he should have it put on, and no
encunrbrance should be putin his way. Butin
this respect encumbrances have been put in the
way of these men, because some of these men
have been trying for three years to get on the
roll, and failed. Some have failed in that way
through want of inquiry, bat if other men had
beeu there they would have made diligent
inquiry to see whether these individuals were
qualified or not. DMany miners desire to get
their nmmes on the roll, and to exercise their
votes at the coming election ; but many of them
have been deprived of that right in the past, and
they have asked me to bring this matter before
the House. If the Home Secretary made
inquiries into these cases I think he would see
the justice of these men being placed on the
roll, irrespective of any mistakes made by the
electoral registrar, That officer has, no doubt,
been guided by the information furnished to him
by men in Thargomindah and other places there,
who have professzd to find cut whether these
men were in the district, I say ° professed,”
because, if they had been sincere, they could
have found out that these men on Duck Creek
had never moved for a period of two years.
That is sufficient evidence for the Home Secre-
tary to see that their "claims should be looked
intu, and that they should have a vote the same
as any other citizens, and a say in the govern-
ment of the ecountry. I beg to move the adjourn-
ment of the House.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G.
Foxton, Carnarvon): The hon. member for
Warrego, in reply to interjections, mentioned,
in comraencing his speech, that he had had cou-
versations with myself and the hon. member for
Bulloo ; but he did not say he intended to bring
thiz motion on this afternoon.

Mr, BowMan : T said I intended to bring it on

_last Wednesday.

The HOMH SECRETARY : In reply to an
interjection, T understood the hon. member to say
that he fully expected the hon. member for
Bulloo to be in his place, as he had informed
him that the motion was coming on.

Mr. Bowmax : I sent him word by a member
on this side.

The HOME SECRETARY : T feel sure that
if the hon. member for Bulloo had known it was
coming on this afternoon he would have been
here ; but he was not here in the House at half-
past 3.

Mr. Ruip : He might have been detained.

The HOME SECRETARY : However, the
hon. member for Bulloo is now here and can
speak for himself. If the hon. member for
Warrego says he told me that he would bring
this motion on this afternoon, that is not correct.

Mr. Bownax: I told you last Wednesday.

The HOME SECRETARY: He said he
intended to move the adjournment of the House
on a particular day, but he did not mention this
afternoon, 1 came to the House prepared to
listen to what the hon. member had to say on the
day he mentioned, but he did not move the
adjournment of the House on that day, and I
was subsequently informed by the hon. member
for Bulloo that in consequence of conversations
between himself and the hon. member for
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‘Warrego, that the hon., member for Warrego had
decided not to move the adjournment of the
House.

Mr, Leany : I said probably he would not.

MEeMBERS of the Opposition: Ah! only
probably.

The HOME SECRETARY : At any rate I
have never heard any more of the matter till this
afternoon,

Mr. Dawson : You are not supposed to reveal
conversations.

The HOME SECRETARY: There was
nothing secret about this conversation.

Mr., Leauy: That is correct, He had my
permission to do it.

The HOME SECRETARY : There is nothing
secret between myself and the hon. member for
Bulloo, or of such a character that it will not
bear the full light of day.

Mr. LuaHY : Quite so.

The HOME SECRETARY : If T had thought
for a moment that this conversation was not to
be made public, I would not have mentioned it,
but I am not aware that it will not bear the
fullest light of day. I think if the hon. mem-
ber for Warrego had a longer parliamentary
experience, he would have deferred his motion
until we had all the facts and papers before us.
Why did not the hon. member come to me inwmy
office and tell me that twenty-seven men in this
district had been disfranchised, and ask me to
have inquiries made, and get u report from the
officer concerned? If he had, I should have
been very glad to do so.

Mr. KipsToN: Past experience wonld not
teach him to do that.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber for Rockhampton knows that what he says
is not correct ; I think he is only speaking in a
jocular way, but his jocular manner doesn’t get

into Hansard. I am speaking seriously, If the .

hon. member for Warrego had come to me I
would have given him all the information I
possessed—-so far as I was able to give it—just
as I did when certain allegations were made with
regard to certain claims at Pittsworth. I did
my best to elucidate that matter, and that was
entirely to the satisfaction of the people most
concerned, including Mr. Daniels.

MeuBers of the Opposition :
opposite.

The HOME SECRETARY: I bave the
assurance of Mr. Daniels that I did all I could
to elucidate that matter.

An HonoURABLE MEMBER: He denies it.

The HOME SECRETARY : Let him deny
it to my face. AllI knowis that that is what he
said to me. Surely hon. members will not say
that I am so utterly biassed politically that I will
not endeavour to see justice done to any man
who has been deprived of his just rights, as far
as it is possible for me to do. The hon. member
for Warrego would have done a sensible thing
if he had come to me in the first place. Does
the hon. member distrust me as some hon.
members opposite appear to do? Does he think
that if I did get a report from my officers, it
would be a cooked report? Why did not the
hon. member move for the necessary papers, so
that the electoral registrar’s statement might
be put side by side with the ex parte
statement which he has made here to-day?
Does the hon, member think that this House has
power to act as court of appeal over the regis-
tration court, or that it should be a sort of
registration court itself ? What has the House
before it? Nothing but the er puarte statement
of the hon. member for Warregu, and that i=
second-hand. Al the hon. member says is what
certain men have told him.

Mr. BowmaN : From your officers,
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The HOME SECRETARY : No; what the
hon. member heard from the men themselves.
How do we know that all those men have not
left the district, and that they ought not all to
be disqualified, and that the information given
to the electoral registrar is not perfectly correct?
We have no evidencs on that point.

My, Rein: Yes, you have,

The HOM#® SECRETARY: No, we have
nothing, except the ex parte statement of the hon.
meniber for Warrego.

Mr. Givens : You have the evidence of one

man.

The HOME SECRETARY . The hon. mem-
ber for Warrego spoke of one man in particular,
and said he saw him in April Jast. But the hon.
member has not seen him since, and does not
know that the man did not leave the place two
months ago. The man, if he is entitled to have
his name on the roll, is required by law to make
good his claim on oath before the proper tr1-
bunal, but all that the man has done has been
to write to the hon. member for Warrego, say-
ing, ‘I am still where I was in April last.”
That is all the evidence he gives, and it would
not hold water in the registration court.

Mr. Kipstoy: Is that not evideuce to the
point ?

The HOME SECRETARY : No; because
the law requires that he shall give evidence on
oath. If this House were to constitute itsalf
into a registration court with regard to certain
registrations at Thargomindah—if the time of
the House wers to be occupied with matters of
that sort, it would have nothing else to do but
consider cases where men are dissatisfied, and
allege that something has gone wrong in a par-
ticular registration court—that their claims have
been disallowed when they cught not to have
been disallowed. It is admitted that notices were
sent to these men. Itistheir misfortune, perhaps,
that they are so placed that they did not get those
notices until three days before the registration
court was to sif, so that it was impossible for
them to appear at Thargomindah and make good
their claims. And then thehon, member charges
public officers with conspiracy, because those
men have been deprived of their votes. I am
sorry that the hon. meraber hasso far forgotten
himself and what are his duties as a responsible
member of this House as to charge public officers
unheard with a conspiracy to defraud men of
their votes. It is not a charge which should be
made. If the hon. member has any sense of
justice he will see that the electoral registrar
should have been asked to give his version of the
matter before the hon. member levelled such
accusations against him. How would the hon.
member like to be charged in that way ?

Mr, BowMaN : Have you not got hus version ?

The HOME SKECRETARY: No, certainly
not. As soon ax I knew that the hon. member
intended to bring this matter before the House I
wired to the electoral registrar, and possibly I
shall get his version later on. If the hon.
member had asked me, I should have got a
proper report. The injustice and futility of the
course the hon. member has followed are evident.
What does a motion for adjournment mean?
Merely that the hon. member can ventilate an
cx parte statement and the other side not be
heard.

Mr. Dawsoxn: Is not the other side bemng
heard now ?

The HOMX SECRETARY: An injustice
may have been dome, but on the other hand it
may not be an injustice. Theinformation which
the hon, member has given may, on further in-
quiry, prove to be absolutely incorrect.

Mr., Bownan: It is true enough.

The HOME SECRETARY : It may be.

Mr. Bownan : It is.
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The HOME SECRETARY : I object to cx
purte statements being made in this House,
“ Audi alteram partem” is a good proverb, and
the hon. member should remember it. He
would quote that proverb if he were charged with
conspiracy without being himself heard. The
hon. member admits that some of these men were
properly left off the roll,

Mr. Bowmax : YVes.

The HOME SECRETARY : Of course, I
have to take the statement of the hon. member,
and so has the House, becauss nobody knows
anything about the matter but the hon. member
for Warrege, who has fortifiesd himself with
docunientary evidence, and such ex parte state-
ments as he thinks serves his end.

Mr. Bowaan: You have an ex parte state-
ment also.

The HOME SECRETARY : No, 1 bave not.

Mr. Bowyan: You said you wired to the
electoral registrar,

The HOME SKCRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber has nobt given me an opportunity of
getting it.

Me, BowdaN: Tt takes a Jong time to get it

The HOME SECRETARY: I only wired
this morning.

Mr. Hreos @ I understood the hon. gentlentan
to say that he did so last Wednesday.

The HOME SECRETARY: No. 1t so
happened thal Mr, Zillman was in town last
Wednesday, and I seut word to him to call
upon me.

Mr. McDovarp : He was in town vesterday.

The HOME SKCRETARY : T do not koow
whether he was or not, but I understand that he
is not in town to-day, becanse I have made
inquiries.

Mr, McDoxarnp: He was yesterday.

The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon,
member had told me yosterday that he intended
to bring this matter on to-day I should probably
have been able to see Mr. Zillman, but the hon,
member did not do that. Until I came to the
House this afternoon I did noi know anything
about the matter. I would point out that it is
impossible for the House to exprees any opivion
on the matter by means of this motion, and it is
impossible for any good to come out of ihe
motion except the mere ventilation of the sub-
jeet. And on inquiry it may furn out that the
information given wo the electoral registrar is
perfectly correct. If it was incorr ct-—I am not
quite sure how far it can be done—but let me
give the hon. member and the House the assur-
ance that if on inquiry it is found that these
claims can be made good, and ther can be
brought up again at the next registration cours,
no one will be more pleased than I will to see
them brought up for considzration. I am not
quite sure whether the wording of the Act will
preclude that being done, but if it can be done I
will certainly be only too glad to doit, I do not
know of any case ever having been so dealt with,
and possibly the wording of the Act may prevent
it.  But it is not probable that any eleation will
take place in that district in the meantime, I
think that, under the circumstaness, the hon.
member is not treating the House fsirly in
bringing this matter forward at the present time,
It must necessarily result in a waste of time,
because it must be futile, and we have more im-
portant business which we want to get on with.
It may or may not be a following up of what has
come to be proverbial throughout the colony, a
desire on the par: of hon. members to waste the
time of the House.

Mr. RE1D : That is an old gug.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes, T know,
but it is one with which the country is becoming
strongly impressed. I do not say that that is
the case in this instance. T believe the hon.
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member is sincere in what he is doing, but I say
that from his want of parliamentary knowledge,
and possibly from his lack of geeing things exactly
as I do myself—I do not wish to say anything
offensive—but T say, from not having a thoroughly
appreciative sense of justice, he has brought the
mattsr forward in an incomplete and improper
manner, If he had moved for the papers, or had
aslked me to obtain a report from the electoral
registrar, T would have done it, and there would
thenhavebeensomethingfor the House to goupon.
Hven then T say it would not have been a
matter which should have been dealt with by a
motion of this sort. Many men receive notices
of this kind. I myself have received a similar
notice, aud becausc I was not able to go in and
prove my claim I was deprived of my registration
for the time being.

Mr. Dawson : There was any amount of time
for you to try and prove it.

The HOME SECRETARY : As a matter of
fact there was not, because I did not get my
notice until three days after the court sat, but
Idid not make a cry about it all over the country,
and ralse the¢ question in Parliament here.
These men here possibly have suffered, T will
not say an injustice, but an inconvenience.
"They may have been deprived of a right, but in

order to suffer an injustice someone must
h:ve done them an injustice. Now, T venture
to say that anyone who says that the

electoral registrar or the court has done these
men deliberstely sn injustice is going too far on
the evidence which we have before us at the
present time, Let the electoral registrar be
heard ; let us know the information it was that
he relied upon when he sent the notices out, as
be was bound to do. T would call attention
to the fuct that the law requires the electoral
registrar to send out these notices, and it is the
misfortune of these men that they did not get
them—if their statement is correct, and there is
still some doubt about it——
Mr. Bownax : You still doubt it ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Still I doubt it,
because I like to hear the other side. Forall we
know to the contrary, evidence may yet be forth-
coming that these letters were delivered a week
or ten days before the court sat, and that the
men had some reasons of their own for not going
to that court to supporttheir claims. That may
turn out to be the case, notwithstanding the in-
formation which has been given to the hon.
member. And, in any case, I say that it is not
a matter which should have been brought before
the House in this way. Isincerely trustthat hon.
members will not devote time to this question—
the valuable time of this House—when they
know that no earthly good can come out of it.
I assure hen. members that everything possible
shall be dene in order to give these men every
faciliby—if they are really entitled o be placed on
the roll—to get on at the next revision court, or
the following ore, or whenever it can be done.
Certainly, it does seem o me that the electoral
registrar must have had some good information
in his poscession, because, according to the
admission of the hon. member himself, six of
these men were properly notified and are not
entitled to have their names on the roll. But no
electoral registrar is infallible ; he gets the best
information that he can, and T am quite satisfied,
until the contrary is proved, that a man does
his duty according to his lights, and with the
desire to do justice, because we know that every
man is innocent until he is proved guilty. That
is one of the reasons why 1 say that before con-
demming, as we are invited to do, and the hon.
member has been doing, a public officer in the
execution of his duty, that public officer should
be heard.
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Hown. G. THORN (Fassifern): I must point
out to the hon. member who moved this motion
that the assurance which has just been given by
the Home Secretary ought to satisfy him, I
would also point out to him that a little while
ago we appointed a Principal Electoral Registrar,
and T am quite sure that if this matter had been
brought before that officer he would have seen
justice done.

Mr. Bownan: I did bring it before him.

Hox. G. THORN : And if he failed to do
justice, then the hon. member could have brought
this matter before this House.

The Home Secrerary : Hear, hear !

An HonNoUraBLE MEMBER: He has been to
the Principal Klectoral Registrar and got no
satisfaction, so what is the use of going to him?

Mr. REID (Enoggera): The Home Secretary
has met the hon. member for the Warrego in a
very good spirit, and I must congratulate him ;
but he has found fault with the way in which the
hon. member has brought the matfer before this
House. Now, the peculiarity of the case is the
strongest argument for bringing it before the
House in the present form. The hon, gentleman
says that the hon. member did not come to him
and get him to make inguiries, but if he had
done that it is just possible that we would not
have had the information for s week or two.

The HoME SECRETARY : You may not get it for
a week or two now.

Mr, REID : When a question of public import-
ance is brought before the House there is this
attained ;: While briuging the matter under the
notice of the hon. gentleman and before the
House, we let those electoral registrars and
assistant electoral registrars in the back
country know exactly what to do. In this
instance, the whole spirit of the Elections Act
has been simply outraged, and I think it is very
often done. The hon. member, Mr. Bowman,
and myself visited Duck Creek a few months
ago. The hon. member for Barcoo also went
there, and be filled up some claims for these
men. It has been pointed out that in order to
get their claims attested~-there being no justice
o_f the peace in the locality—they had to
ride 100 miles. Well, some of them were so
enthusiastic about the question that they rode
100 miles for the purpose of getting their claims
attested. Some of the claims filled in by the
hon. member for Barcoo went into Eulo, which
is much nearer than Thargomindah ; but, in the
meantime, the Crown Law Officers, for some
reason, moved the court from MHalo to Thargo-
mindah, and every one of these claims was
rejected on account of the Crown Law Officers
having moved the court from Kulo to Thargo-
mindah.

Mr. LEaHY : They could not get a quorum for
a court at Eulo.

Mr. REID : It does not matter whether they
could get a court or not; the injustice and the
hardship to these men is just the same. Their
claims were filled in, and sent in to a properly
constituted court.

Mr. Lueany : Were these the same men ?

Mr. Bownman: Three of them are.

Mr. REID : They sent their claims in to this
court ; and the hon. member for Bulloo inter-
jected that they could not get a quorum, That
has nothing to do with these men. The hon.
member for Bulloo is fully aware of the con-
ditions which these men work under. Their
claims were thrown out because they could not
get a quorum at Fulo and the court being moved
to Thargomindah. When I and the hon. meni-
ber for Warrego went round and filled in the
claims, the hon. member for Warrego signed
them, or rather attested them to save time.
Every one of the claims went through the
court without exception.
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found with the qualifications or anything
else, but three days before the court was to
be held these men got a notice calling upon
them to appear in Thargomindah at the
revision court, and show why their names
should be kept on the roll. Now, the point on
which the whole strength of their case rests is
that every assistant electoral registrar shounld
make inquiries ; but in this case, in my opinion,
he did not make any inquiries at all, or if he did
he did not make them at the proper source where
he counld get proper information. Thereisa con-
stable stationed at Duck Creek, and a man there
asked him if aoy inquiries had been made from
Thargomindah of him as to the hona fides of these
men residing at Duck Creek, and the constable
said he had never had any inquiries one way or
another. The Act gives the electoral registrar
power, when he is in any way suspicious, to make
inquiries, and I would like to point out to the
Home Secretary, and to those who may be in-
clined to take part with him, that in these back
vlaces men are treated altogether differently
to what they are treated in town. Now the
people in Brisbane, who are within a stone’s
throw of the court, who in a few minutes may
appear at the court if necessary, are not put to
all this trouble. I have put in hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of claims in Brisbane during the last
ten or twelve years, and I know that when
claims come in to the Brisbane courts, if they
are signed by a justics of the peace, or even
under the old form, it is taken as primd facie
evidence that these men are entitled to be on the
roll. If no objection is lodged, the electoral
registrar doss not go out of his way to find out
if this man or that man has sent in a wrong
claim, and he does nut employ men to make
inquiries to ascertain whether these men are
entitled or not. He takes the document, if
it is signed by a justice of the peace, as suffi-
cient evidence to satisfy him and the court
that the applicants should be placed on the roll.
Therefore, if no one raises an objection, the
bench take the claim, as attested by
[480 p.m.] the justice of the peace, as evidence
that the claimant is entitled to have
his name put on the roll. But when we go to
some of the backblock electorates we find a
number of busybodies who are always willing to
do what they call ¢ work the oracle ” to suit the
sitting member, even without the sitting member
asking them to do it, or even without his desiring
them to do it. These busy officials are always
willing to do these things.

Mr, GIvENs : A lot of toadies.

Mr. REID: Tt is not only in connection with
the Bulleo that this matter crops up. It
occurs in every electorate right from the Gulf of
Carpentaria down to the border. Many of the
officials in the backblocks seem to think it is their
duty to strain the law to the very utmost in
order to prevent men getting their names on the
roll.

Ths SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. REID : I find fault with those officials
for going out of their way to do things that in
Brisbane no electoral registrar attempts to do
What makes it so hard in this case is the dis-
tance those men have to travel. Look at these
men on Duck Creek. The Home Secretary
asked how we knew that their names should be on
the roll. Well, here is the evidence that they
are entitled to be on the roll. Here is an official
document sent by the electoral registrar to those
men on Duck Creek, and received by those men
through the post. Surely that is suflicient
evidence.

Mr, Leary : How wany Lave you got ?

Mr. REID : Two and ten—twelve.

The Home SecreTARY : What are those docu-

There was no fault | ments?
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Mr. REID : OFf course there are two in which
reasons were given why they should not be on the
roll, buf here is a specimen of the other ten. It
says—

Take notice that your claim to have your name placed
on the roll for the electoral district of Bulloo, Thargo-
mindah division, has been rejected by the registration
court because you have not appeared upon being called
upon to prove your qualification,

The HoME SEORETARY : The registration court
could do nothing else.

Mr. REID : Iclaim that the registration court
had no right to call upon these men to appear.

The Houe SgcreraRrY : The registration court
did not ask that.

Mr. REID : Well, somebody did.

The Home SECRETARY : Bxactly.

Mr. REID: And that is just the very point T
wish to get ; and now that the hon. gentlemen is
in his place, I will repeat what I said before.

The Home SEcrRETARY : T was listening to you
all the time.

Mr. REID : In Brisbane they take the signa-
ture of the attesting justice as evidence that s
man is entitled to be on the roll, but away out
in the back blocks, where it is sometimes an
utter impossibility for a man to attend the
registration court—as it was in the present in-
stance-——men claiming a vote are called upon to
attend. They did not get the fourteen days’
notice to which they were entitled. The mail
was only delayed two days through a heavy
shower, but the men only got the nosices three
days before the registration court sat at Thar-
gomindah, and even if they had packed up their
.Zyvngs at once, they could not have got there in

ime.

The HouE SECRETARY : Do you not think we
ought to hear what the electoral registrar has to
say about it ?

Mr. REID: I hold that the electoral registrar
had absolutely no right to send these notices to
the men at all. It is not done in Brisbane,
where a man has only a stone’s throw to go to
the court, and why should these men have been
asked to ride 100 miles, and in a season like
this, when it was an impossibility to get a horse,
especially as they asked the constable who was
acting as registrar at Duck Creek whether any
inquiries had been made, and he said “No’?
It 1s going against the law to do that, because if
I lodge an objection against a man I am com-
pelled to deposit 5s., and also post the man whose
name I object to notice that I am objecting. In
this case that was not done, so where did the
electoral registrar get his information ?

The Hoxr SecreTarY : He may have known
of his own knowledge.

An HorNouraBLE MEemBER: They were 100
miles away,

Mr. REID : I deny that he knew it of his own
knowledge, because these men were at Duck
Creek when they received the notices. I havea
letter from one of them, and I say that if they
received the notices at Duck Creek, it is a con-
firmation of the statement that the men were on
the field, and therefore proper inquiries could
not have been made. My reason for getting up
is to point out that the spirit of the Act bas
been violated in these outside places, although
during the last two or three years, since the
appointment of the Principal Klectoral Registrar,
there has been no fault to find with its adminis-
tration in town, and I ask that the Home Secre-
tary will see that it is carried out in the same
way in the outside districts. So far from any
apology being necessary for moving the adjourn-
ment of the House to call attention to this
matter, I think it was a proper step to take.
The Home Secretary said that if the matter had
been reported to him he would have made
inquiries.
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The Home SucreTARY : I said that we should
have got proper information then.

Mr. REID: If the hon. gentleman had been
waited upon he could not have restored those
men to the roll.

The HouME SECRETARY : Will this?

Mr. REID : By discussing it in the House,
and getting the opinion of the hon. gentleman
as to the administration of the Act, these men
will get official information that they would not
have received otherwise, and which they are very
much in need of. I am very glad the Home
Seeretary has said that he will make inquiries,
and T was also glad to hear him say that, if he
possibly could, he would restore these men to the
roll, but that is an utter impossibility.

The HoMgs SECRETARY : They have never been
onthe roll. T said nothing about restoring them
to the roll.

Mr. REID : The hon. gentleman said that if
it was proved to him that an injustice had been
done he would see that their claims were put
before the court. The hon. gentleman may say
that, but it cannot be done. The hardship 1s
that these men are 100 miles from any justice of
the peace, and, unless one happens to visit the
field, they will be disfranchised, and, as the
federal elections are coming on, they will be
deprived of an opportunity of voting for the
return of the hon. member for Bulloo, or who-
ever likes to stand for that district for the
Federal Parliament. The whole spirit of the
Act has been outraged in a way that 1t will very
likely take twelve months to repair, and that is
one reason why I am glad the Home Secretary
has said that he will do his best to get the matter
set right. One case that T wish to call particular
attention to is that of a man who has been
employed by the storekeeper at Duck Creek for
three years. He has been behind the counter
and keeping the books, and he has never been off
the field at all, except when he may have had to
go to Cunnamulla on business, The other men
may have gone to Xoriot, but this man never left
Duck Creek, and yet his claim was rejected
as well as the others, and for the same reason.
The whole question then 1is, not only that
attention should be drawn to the position in
which these men hzve been placed, but that the
attention of outside electoral registrars should be
drawn to the custom adopted in big centres, that
when a claim is attested by a justice of ths peace
it should be sufficient evidence that the men are
entitled to have their names put on the roll.
That was the spirit and intention of the House
in putting the provision in the Act to avoid roll-
stuffing. It seems to me that some of them seem
to make up their minds to put as many blocks as
possible in the way of men in the back country
getting their names on the rolls. Knowing the
hard conditions under which they live, the hard-
ships they have to go through, and the fact
that they are stopping out to develop
the back country, and are sending things in
to keep the towns living, I think those men ought
to be even more liberally considered in this
matter than the men of the towns are. The
whole evidence goes to show that the blame is
due to people trying to be just a little too
officions. I can hardly blame the electoral
registrar, Mr. Zillman; I do not know that
gentleman, but I do know that Mr. Daly has
been in the district, and that if he had been
anxious to make inguiries, no one in the district
knew better than that xame gentleman where to
make them. e knew he had a constable at
Duck Creek, and could havesent to bim toknow
if those men were at the Creek. It would have
settled it if the constable reported that the men
had gone.

Mr. Leaay: You know nothing about it but
what somebody told you.
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Mr. REID : We know that some of the men
who were rejected waited upon this constable,
and I have no reason to believe that these men
have been telling untruths., That constable
stationed at Duck Creek is a Government official,
and the proper course was to have asked him to
supply the information, but the information we
have is that he was not consulted one way or the
other. The matter scems simply a conspiracy to
deprive these men of their votes. T do not know
whether it is because the toadying officials in
that electorate were trying to do a smoodge to
the hon. member for Bulloo, but I know the hon,
member himself would not take such a mean
and contemptible advantage to deprive these
men of their votes. I think the electoral
registrars should be instructed by the Ilome
Secretary tu carry out the spirit of the Actin
the same way as it is carried out in the towns.

Mr. LEAHY (Bulloo) : T do not know why I
should speak on this question at all, but the
mover of the motion for the adjournment made
some references to myself, and it being inmy elec-
torate, it is perhaps due to hon. members that T
should say a word or two upon the sabject, I
had not the advantage of hearing what the hon,
member for Warrego had to say, as he was three-
parts through his speech when I ecutered the
Chamber. That was owing to the fact that I
did not know the hon. member was going to
move the motion to-day. He did me the courtesy
last week, when mesting me in the street, of tell-
ing me it was his intention to introduce the
motion some day last week—T1 think Wednesday,
the day mentioned by the Home Secretary. 1
think he told me the substance of what he
intended to say, so that I probably know as
much about it as if I had heard his speech. I
was in my place in the House on the day he
mentioned, and when the usual time for moving
the adjournment had passed I said to the Home
Secretary, ““How is it the hon. mewmber for
Warrego has not moved the adjournment of the
House?” Hesaid, ““T do not know,” and I said
it was probably owing to the fact that in the
conversation he had with me I advised him to
get all the information, facts, and figures on the
subject before he brought it up in the House, so
that he would not be going on heuarsay, but
having full information on the subject from the
constituted authorities he would know what to
say, and would be in a better position to deal
with it. Hveryone will admit that that was
proper advice to give the hon. member, and I
thought he had decided to follow that course,
I got a little information upon the matter
myself by sending a brief telegram, to which I
got a few words in reply. My attention has
been called to the fact that a statement has been
made in the House to-day that the hon. member
for Warrego sent me word by another hon.
member that he would move the adjournment
of the House to-day. T think that is not correct.
‘What is referred to I think is that I met the
hon. member for Fnoggera in the train, as I
often happen to do, and I asked him how it was
the hon. member for Warrego had nut brought
forward his motion. The hon. member gave
some reason—I do not know what it was—
but he added : ““He cannot bring it on before
Tuesday.” I think that is what oceurred.

Mr. REiD: Hear, hear!

Mr, LEAHY : The hon. member never told
me that he was going to bring it on on Tues-
day, but that for some reason he could
not bring it on before Tuesday. If I had
known it was to be brought on I should have
heen in my place. [ was glad to hear that
neither the hon. member for Warrego nor the
hon. member for ¥noggera mwade any charge
against myself in this matter. On the contrary,
the hon. member for Enoggera, who does not
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know much of me, but who has been through a
great deal of the South-western part of the
colony, and has come in contact with men who
do know me, and probably based his opiunions
upon what they have said, would not charge me
with doing anything of the kind. T absolutely
know nothing at all about it. I should like to
see every man in Queensland on the roll who is
entitled to be on it. That is the law and we
have a right to give assistance to carry out the
law. But we have an equally good right to see
that the law is not violated. We have appointed
certain officers to perform certain duties, and so
far as I can gather there is no definite charge
made against any person in this case—either the
electoral registrar, the presiding magistrate, or
anyone else,

Mr. BowMaN:
registrar.

Mr, LEAHY : If the acting electoral registrar
has been in fault, it should be very easy to
find it out and sheet it home to him. DBut we
will take an abstract case. Suppose any electoral
registrar has reason to believe that certain per-
sons whose claims to be registered as electers for
a district are not resident in the district, it is his
bounden duty under the Act to give notice to
those men. 1 am not saying it is a right thing
at all. That is beside the question. It may be
entirely wrong, but a policeman has no right to
say that what Parliament has done is wrong,
and that he will put it right himself. There may
be hardships in these cases, but a policeman
carrying out his duty in the form in which this
Parliament has said 1t shall be carried out is only
doing his duty as the servant of this House and of
the country, and is a commendable officer. If
he does not carry out Lis duty under the Act, he
is blameworthy. Before we can do anything
then we must get at the facts. It has not been
stated that the officer in this case did not carry
out his duty under the Act; but that suflicient
time was not given the people to whom notice
was sent. Thad a look at one of the notices just
now for the first time, and they appear to have
been properly sent. I should like to know if
hon. members have any of the envelopes in which
those notices were sent.

Mr. Bowsan : Iwish we had. Ten days from
Thargomindah to Duck Creek is rather long.

Mr. LEAHY : If we had them we could see
at once if they were posted in proper time, but
so far as we can judge everything is in order
according to the statute. I do not think hon.
members dispute that.

Mr, Rep: I do.

Mr. LEAHY : The hon, member for Enog-
gera disputes it. I do not think he really does.
He says something about the spirit of the Act.
Now, what a lovely time we would have if we
allowed the police to consider what the spirit of
the Act was. The hon. member says that there
should be one law for the back country and
another for the towns., I do not think there
should be any laxity in the administration of
the law in the back country. I think the law
should be carried out to the fullest extent every-
where. If a man is entitled to go on the roll
he should go on it, and no person should have
the right to keep him off. I think this busi-
ness is a very undesirable one to occupy our
attention from one point of view, because we
have not the facts before us on which to base
a judgment. As the Home Secretary says, the
hon. member’s statement is altogether ¢x partc.
Aud it is the worst form of an ex parte state-
ment. Ex partc means that you have the facts
of one side of the case before you, but we have
no facts at all in this case. The hon. member
merely says that someone told him certain things,
and that is what he has brought before the

I blamed the acting electoral
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House. Let me review some of the other state-
ments which have been made. It was cited as a
case of hardship that these men had been put on
the roll some time ago at Kulo, and through
a shuoffling of the boundaries of the electorate
they lost their right to the franchise. The hon.
member for Warrego says that there were only
three of these same persons who are concerned
in the other case, so that from that point of
view his case falls to the ground. The question
of the change of boundaries has come before
this House before. It happened at that time
that a certain number of men were put on ab
the registration court at Eulo, where there is
no police magistrate. The police magistrate of
Cunnamulla goes there when he can. The fact
was that certain men could not get on the roll at
Eulo at all, and application was made by the
miners in the Thargomindah district to have the
boundaries altered.  The boundaries of the petty
sessions district and the mineral district did not
agree, and I understood that the police and the
officers of the Crown were agreeable to the two
boundaries being made conterminous. It would
fadilitate matters if the boundary was made
common o the two districts, aud as there was a
police magistrate at Thargomindah the electoral
cases could be adjudicated upon there, The
hon. mewmber has shown himself that several of
the persons concerned had left the district, so the
registrar was right to a certain extent.

Mr. Remn : Right to a limited extent.

Mr. LEAHY : The hon. member mentions
six claims and ten claims, That makes sixteen,
and as he admits that the registrar was right as to
six, that leaves only ten. The probability is
that they could be accounted for also if we had
the evidence on the other side. But we have no
evidence on that point. It would be a most
serious reflection upon the police magistrate at
Thargomindah if he had not got at the true
facts of the case. I believe that gentleman was
appointed only four or five weeks ago. I never
met him in my life, and would not know him
from the proverbial crow if I did see him ; but
at all events he went to Thargomindah some
short time ago and formed a court. The gentle-
man who adjudicated in these cases was Mr.
Zillman, who was only in Thargomindah ten
days or a fortnight before these cases came on.
He knew nothing at all about them, but having
been a relieving police magistrate it is to be pre-
sumed that he knew something of his business,
for he must have been discharging similar duties
in many other parts of the colony in which he
has acted as relieving police magistrate. It is
absurd, therefore, to suppose that that gentleman
did not know his business. It would be a very
serious reflection upon him to say that he did
nob.

Mr. REp: It all depends upon the informa-
tion laid before him.

Mr. LEAHY : It is his duty to see that com-
plete information is placed before him by the
responsible officer. 1 am dealing now simply
with the abstract question. We have nothing
else before us but the abstract question ; but I
presume if we wished to pick a man who was
capable of investigating cases of this sort we
would pick a relieving police magistrate. That
is the man who was chosen in this case. Heis a
public servant, and he has no interest in making
anything but a proper inquiry into any cases that
may come before him.

Mr. REn: The local constable supplied the
information.

Mr. LEAHY : I suppose he asked the local
constable whether the law had been complied
with, A man named Daly is the local constable,
and I know he has the reputation of being a
first-class constable in the Western country, and
that he has brought a great many criminals to
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justice. I believe also that he is a very intelli-
gent man, and gives the fullest satisfaction in
the discharge of his duties. Since this matter
cropped up I have called at the Police Depart-
ment to incquire about this mau, and I am told
that he has an akwolutely clean sheet., That
goes to show that he must be a capable man. I
know nothing about the merits of this case at
all, but I do know that before anybody isin
a position to go into such a case it is necessary to
have something more than mere bald assertions
to go upon.

Mr. Bowsax: There are the statements of
the men, What more do you waut?

Mr. LEAHY : They may be all right as far as
they go, but I give the hon. member the advice
that I have been glad to take myself. There are
two things you should never forget to do—to
wind your watch at night and to verify your
facts. I ask the hon. member has he verified his
facts? So far as I can judge there was no
immediate hurry over this matter. As a matter
of fact the information which the hon. mem-
ber has given us this afterncon I know bas been
in his hands for nine or ten days, so that it could
not have been a ‘‘ matter of urgent public
importance.” If it is, then the hon. member
should have moved the adjournment of the
House long ago.

Mr. Bowmax: I could not bring it forward
before. "

Mr. LEAHY : What was to stop the hon.
member, bringing it on a week ago ?

Mr. BowdyaN : The Speaker can give you the
reason.

Mr. LEAHY : I think the Hoine Becretary
made a very fair offer when he said that he
would inquire into the matter. That is the
proper thing to do, but I must say—and I say it
reluctantly—that I do not think inquiry is so
necessary as the hon. member says. [ think he
found it necessary to go into the case in the
interests of his cause. It was necessary to say
to the people in the back country, “I will show
you how I will put things right when I go
down.” I do not know what the hon. member
has to do with my electorate, though I know
the hon, member for Toowong knows a good
deal about other members’ electorates.

Mr. Bowman: You know pretty nearly all
that goes on in your electorate.

Mr. LEAHY : Ilike to be in touch with iny
electorate, and that is the difference between
myself and the hon. member.
At all events, I think this is an
unfair mode of procedure. I know
a great many people in the back country
think members of Parliament can say: “ Oh,
well, if so-and-so—if public officers don’t do what
we wish them to do, we will report them, and
their estimates will have a lively time going
through the House.” That would be a nice
position to take with regard to our Crvilservants.
I cannot understand an hon. member saying such
a thing, but we have had repeated evidence in
this Chamber of that.

Mr. McDoxranp: That is an ex parie stafe-

ment. .

Mr, LEAHY : No, it is not. I don’t say it is
a fact, I only said a great many people think
%0, When I meet hon. members on the other
side, I believe their word as readily as I believe
the word of hon. members on this side ; but they
sometimes get hold of a political fad and pursue
it, without regard to the justice of the case, to a
greater extent than hon. members on this side
do. I think, in view of the fact that we have
very important business to get through, that
there should be no more discussion on this
motion. I would not have spoken if T had not
been specially alluded to, and I think the matter
should be allowed to stand over until we have

[5 pom.]
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the information which the Home Secretary has
referred to. No election can take place for
fifteen or eighteen months.

Mr. Brmn: What about the federal elections?

Mr. LEAHY : The hon. member makes a
great mistake if he thinks that people in
these outside districts take a great interest in the
federal elections. It will be something like the
federal referendum we had last year, when it
was seen that the people cutside did not take
such a vast interest in these pclitical matters
that some people think they do. T awn told that
when the hon. menmbers for Knoggera, Flinders,
and Warrego go into the back country they make
things pretty warm—in fact, red hot-—-during the
time they stay there; but after they have gone
the men =ettle down quietly to their ordinary
avocations, and everything is satisfactory. I
understand that my limit of time is almost up,
and I hope we shall not have any more of this
business. I say that when merabers have such
matters to bring before the House they should
arm themselves with facts and figures, so that,
instead of vasting the time of the House, we may
be able to deal with the subjects in a satisfactory
manner.

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers) : I desire to
make a few observations on this motion, and I
would draw hon. members’ attention to the line
of defence taken up by hon. members who have
disagreed with the motion of the hon. member
for Warrego. The Home Seccretary—who is
concerned, as he is the Minister in charge of the
particular department which this matter con-
cerns—and the hon. member for Bulloo—whose
district this matter relates to—-have both adopted
the same line of defence: that the hon. mem-
ber for Warrego is guilty of a gross act of
injustice in ventilating this grievance by moving
the adjournment of the House. But time after
time it has been the custom, when a mem-
ber has a grievance on behalf of any people,
that he should ventilate that grievancs imme-
diately by giving notice to the Speaker that he
will move the adjournment of the House to call
attention to the matter. But the hon. member
has done more than is required by the Standing
Orders.

Mr. LearY: Hear, hear!
quired.

Mr. Rep: He took the necessary precaution
to notify the Home Seeretary and the hon. mem-
ber for Bulloo that he intended to move the
adjourniment of the House on this matter,

Mr, Leany: How does it concern me ?

Mr. DAWSON : As member for the district
referred to, and, as such, I think the hon. member
should try and protect these men against injus-
tice. The hon. member for Warrego has done
everything that is required, and even more than
that. If he has erred, he has erred on the side
of generosity and fairplay. I wouldlike to point
out that the Home Secretary said he did not
know this motion was coming on this afternoon ;
but the hon. gentleman owned up that he was
notified that the adjournment of the House was
going to be moved.

The HoMr SECRETARY : On a particular day.

Mr. DAWSON : He knew distinetly that it
was the intention of the hon. member for
‘Warrego to move the adjournment of the House
on this matter.

The Hoxr SECRETARY : On Wednesday last.

Mr. DAWSON : The hon. gentleman rmust
know that if it did not come off on Wednesday,
it would be moved at a very early date.

The Bome SECkRETARY: No. I thought the
contrary.

Mr. DAWSON : 1t is a pity that the hon.
gentleman has not taken advantage of his experi-
ence. Does the hon. gentleman mean to say that

More than is re-
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if T notified him that I would move the adjourn-
ment of the House on a particular day, and I
did not do so on that day, that I had abandoned
my intention?

Mr. LEaHY : He might have been informed to
the contrary.

Mr. DAWSON : He did not say that.

The Home SECRETARY : I did so. I was told
that the matter had dropped.

Mr. DAWSON: The hon. member for
‘Warrego never intimated to the Home Secretary
that he had abandoned his intention of moving
the adjournment of the House. In this connec-
tion the hon. member for Bulloo interjected that
the hon. member for Warrego said, ‘‘ probably.”

The HouE SEORETARY : I understood that the
matter had been abandoned.

Mr. DAWSON : If the hon. gentleman had
his wits about him, knowing how keenly hon.
members on this side feel on these matters, he
would know that they were not likely to abandon
a case of this description. He would know that
when it was brought forward we would make as
public and as sharply as we could the way in
which his office is administered.

The HouME SECRETARY : I could not bave had
the full reports.

Mr. DAWSON : The hon. gentleman stated
that Mr. Zillman is in town, Could not he have
got a report from him while he was in town ?
He was the most prominent man on the tribunal
in the district referred to. I presume that hedid
the hon. gentleman the courtesy of calling ab his
office when he was in town, following the usual
practice.

Mr. LEAHY : T believe he was the only member
on the tribunal. :

Mr. DAWSON : The hon. gentleman knew
this important matter was coming on, and thai
Mr. Zillman was in town, and yet he never asked
him anything about the matter.

The HouE SECRETARY : I sent for him.

Mr. DAWSON: Did the hon. gentleman
interview him ?

The HoME SECRETARY : I believe the message
miscarried. T did all I could.

Mr. DAWSON : T believe that in the Educa-
tion Department it is a rule that is rigorously
enforced that when an officer comes to town he
has to report himself to the Under Secretary.

The Houme Secrrrary: This officer called
upon me before I knew anything at all aboust
this business, this day week, I think—two days
before I heard of the matter.

Mr. DAWSON : The hon. gentleman, and the
hon. member for Bulloo, complain that the hon.
member for Warrego made an ex parte statement,
and that they had no evidence before themn that
what the hon. member stated was true. I
noticed that neither of those hon. members took
the trouble to reply to the statements that were
made by the hon. member for Warrego. I should
like those hon. members to say—they can do it
easily by interjection—whether the statements
made by the hon. member for Warrego are cor-
rect or not.

The HoumE SECRETARY : How do we know?
That is what we want to know.

Mr. DAWSON : The hon. member stated that
twenty claims of bond fide residents on Duck
Creek had been rejected. Is that true or not?

The HoMk SECRETARY : Probably that is
correct, but whether they were rightly rejected
is the point.

Mr. DAWSON : Well, if the hon. gentleman
admits that they have been rejected, that is one
point established in favour of the hon. member.

The HoME SrCRETARY : No.

Mr., DAWSON : Tt is certainly one point
established in his favour, and it shows that the
officers under the hon. gentleman are not doing
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their duty according to the Electoral Act, and
that they are guilty of gross injustice to citizens
of this colony.

The HoME SECRETARY : Certainly not.

Mr. DAWSON : The hon member for Warrego
also stated that the men had been long enough
on Duck Creek to qualify for a vote, and that
some of them had actually been there for two
years, and had never left the electorate. Another
statement made by the hon. member—probably
the most serious of the whole lot, and no attempt
Kas been made to reply to i$, either by the hon.
member for Bulloo, or the Minister——

Mr. Leasy: I did not hear what the hon.
member said at the start.

Mr. DAWSON : The hon, member heard this
particular statement, and that is, that the
colonists who reside at Duck Creek are obliged,
according to the administration of the Home
Office, to proceed 100 miles to prove their claim
to have a right to vote.

Mr, LEaRY : That is not right.

Mr. DAWSON : That is one of the most
important points that has been raised by the hon.
member for Warrego, and I certainly think that
both the Minister and the hon, member for
Bulloo should have addressed themselves to that
matter.

The Homr SECRETARY : Supposing I did not
know? T have no knowledge of the matter.

Mr. DAWSON : Surely the hon. gentleman
has officers in hix department who could ascertain
that information for him very rapidiy ! The hon.
member who represents the district probably
knows all about it, and I ask him now what is
the distance from Duck Creek to Thargomindah?

Mr. LEaHY : I had many things to say, but I
had exhausted my twenty minutes, and I had to
sit down.

Mr. DAWSON: The hon. wember knows
that if he desires to say anything further on a
motion of this kind he can ask the permission of
the House to do so, and that the House is
always courteous enough to give the member for
the district that permission.

Mr, LEAHY : Well, you get permission for me

now.

Mr. DAWSON : Thave no objection whatever
to sit down now, and allow the hon. member to
reply to that statemens in my time. Isayitisa
very good thingthatthe hon. member for Warrego
brought this matter up, if it was only for that
one point. That is one of the best reasons why
the adjournment of the House should be moved,
because after this debate the public will know
all about this business. Here are men out in the
far Western portion of the country endeavouring
to create an industry that will be a benefit, not
only tc themselves, but also to other people in
the colony, and they are so treated by the
authorities of the colony that they are not
recognised as citizens, but have to go 100 miles
to prove that they have a right to vote in any
election in the colony, and the department is so
administered that three days’ notice is given
them to go that 100 miles,

Mr, Leany: Isn’t there a magistrate at
Dundoo ?

Mr. BowyaN: No, he’s not sworn in.

Mr. DAWSON : I say that is one of the most
scandalous miscarriages of justice that have
happened under our electoral law. We have
had to complain times out of number about the
action of public officers in connection with the
administration of the electoral law, but in my
opinion there has been no worse cause of com-
plaint than this one in which men are given
three days’ notice to go 100 miles in to Thargo-
mindah to prove that they are legally entitled to
vote for the election of a member of this Chamber.
If the hon. gentleman would run a tram, or a
train, or a balloon, or a private railway there the
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men could get into town as long as the frain,
or the tram, or the balloon did not break down.
Hon. members may think that the men could
get there by coach, but I understand that there
18 no coach. In any cuse the men might not
have the coach fare, and if they have not horses
they could not get there; they would have to
tramp in, I e¢:riainly think the whole depart-
ment wants shaking up, and that it is the duty
of the Minister to shake up every one of his
subordinate officers, aud see that every citizen
of this colony is accorded a fair and reasonable
opportunity of getting his name on the roll, and
of keeping it on when it is there.

The Home Sucrkrary: I will not condemn
officers unheard.

Mr. DAWSOI: In any case, if the depart-
ment do not do their duty, it is the duty of the
member representing the district to see that the
department does do 1%, or to expose the depart-
ment for not doing its duty. If the member
concerned dees not do that, then the member re-
presenting the neighbuuring electorateis justified
1n taking up the matter. If any of the citizens
of Charters Towers are not properly treated by
the department, I regard 1t asmy duty to see that
justice is meted out to them, no matter what
political opinions they may hold, and that is
the duty of the hon. member for Bulloo. Asa
matter of fact, the department has not been so
sadly neglectful in obtaining information as some
hon. members would try to make us believe
they have a lot of information in their posses-
sion, for this kind of injustice has been going
on for years past. This is not the first com-
plaint by any means, and the claims of some
of the people concerned in this case have been
rejected several times, and no effors has been
made by the hon. member who represents the
district to get a magistrate reasonably near
enough for those men to get their claims attested.
A little while ago the men had to go a shorter
distance, to Hulo, but the department wiped
that out as a place for a registration court, and
made them go to Thargomindah.

The HoME SECRETARY : That was done for the
benefit of the men, I understand.

Mr, DAWSON : I am sure it was not done for
the benefit of the men.

The Home Srorerary : They could not get a
court together in Eulo.

Mr. DAWSON: If my house was taken
from me within half-a-wile of this House,
and I was compelled to go a greater dis-
tance, I should not think it a very great
benefit, particularly after 12 o’clock at night.
The speech of the hon. gentleman this afternoon,
I may say, was & very surprising one to me.
Here is the member for the district of Warrego,
Mr. Bowman, the member for Enoggera, a Bris-
bane electorate, and the member for the Barcoo,
a Central Queensland electorate, know all about
this business. They have got the information
from A to Z, and here the Home Secretary, in
charge of that department, confessedly does not
know anything about it ; and the member for the
district, himself, malkes the same humiliating
confession.

Mr. LeanY : That is not true.

Mr. DAWSON : The hon. member did.

The Homrk Secrersry : It is not true with
regard to me.

Mr. DAWSON : It appears to me, then, that
T must be getting into the condition of not being
able to understand the English langu~ge, or the
English language as it is spoken by these hon,
members, and yet I think T am just ascapable of
benefiting by experience as those hon. members,
and I have bad a very large and I may say a
very varied experience of those hon. gentlemen
in this Chamber. What more especially empha-
sises the complaint made by the hon. member
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for Warrego is a statement made by the
Hon. the Home Secretary himself before he
concluded his remarks. He stated that these
men at Duck Creek were not the only ones
who had been inconvenienced so far as the
administration of the electoral law is con-
cerned ; that he, himself, in an effort to get
registered as a voter, only received notice from
the court, or the registrar, to prove his claim
three days after the court had sat. Now, in my
opinion, that confession by the hon. gentleman
was an absolute proof of the want of adminis-
trative power in the department over which he
presides.
Mr. Leauy : He did not say so.

Mr. DAWSOXN: The hon. gentleman, a
Minister of the Crown, the head of the depart-
ment, gets notice to prove his claim three days
after the court has adjudicated upon it.

The HoMe SECRETARY : It was my own fault,
I did not get it, for I was away.

Mr. DAWSON : The hon. gentleman did not
state that,

Mr, McDoxarp : You were not struck off.

The HoME SEORETARY : No, I was not struck
off-—I was not put on.

Mr. DAWSON : There is another case. The
Premier of the colony, the most important man
in the public life of the colony, states that he
was twice struck off in that particular way.

The PrREMIER : By some of your friends, too.

Mr. DAWSON : Now, if a man occupying a
position such as is occupied by the Hon. the
Premier, or a man occupying such a position as
that occupied by the Flome Secretary, gets
struck off—the one twice, and the other once——

The HouME SECRETARY : Not struck off,

Mr. DAWSON: And they are in a city, within
train reach

The HOME SECRETARY : 1 beg to rise to
a point of order. '

Mr. DAWSON: T have the chair, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER : Order! The Home Secre-
tary is entitled to state his point of order.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber has misquoted me.

Mr. Dawson : That is not a point of order.

The SPEAKER : Order!

The HOME SECRETARY : I did not say,
I repeat——m

Mr. McDONALD : T rise to a point of order.
The hon. gentleman is not stating a point of
order ; he is making a personal explanation.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man is entitled to state his point of order,

The HOME SECRETARY : I said that I
did not say that I had been struck off the
roll. T have repeated that, but the hon. member
still persists in saying that I did say it.

The SPEAKER : The hon. member is bound
to accept the denial of another hon, member, I
now draw the attention of the hon. member for
Charters Towers to the fact that he has already
exceeded the time limit allowed by the Standing
Orders.

Mr. LEAHY : With the permission of the
House, I would like to make a personal explana-
tion.

Mr. DAWSON : Then I shall want another
five minutes. I ask the indulgence of the House
for another five minutes. Does anybody object ?

The SPEAKER : I must point out tothe hon.
member that if an hon. member exceeds the
time limit allowed by the rule, it is usual for the
Speaker to call attenticn to the fact. If the hon.
member then wishes to continue speaking he
should appeal to the House, and it is for the
House, to say whether he shall do so or not. But
there must be no general claim to a right to
depart from the Standing Order in this respect.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

[ASSEMBLY.] Motion for Adjournment.

Mr. DAWSON : I did wish before T concluded
to touch upon some other points, but I will not
indulge myself. I was trying to point out that
the Home Secretary had been struck off the roll,
but I find that was & wrong expression. What
I ought to have said was that he did not succeed
in getting on the roll. The Premier stated, by
way of interjection, that he was twice struck off
the roll, and the puint I wish to make is this:
That a man, if living in the centre of population,
with every convenience to get to court, and
every facility afforded to him by way of finding
magistrates to attest his claim, provide wit-
nesses to show that he is the person whohas made
the claim, andalso by virtue of the prominent posi-
tion held by the hon. gentleman—if he suffers the
disability of being twice struck off the roll, how
much worse is the case of the unfortunate citizen
living away out in a place like Duck Creek, snd
how wmuch more necessary is it for the depart-
ment presided over by the Hon. the Home Secre-
tary to exercise greater vigilance to see that
justice is done to these unfortunate people.

Mr. LEAHY (Bulleo) : With the permission
of the House I would like to make a personal
explanation.

Mr, Dawson : Hear, hear !

Mr. LEAHY : I would like to say a word or
two of personal explanation in reply to the
charge the hon. member for Charters Towers
has made—that I have neglected the interests of
these men, inasmuch as that I did not see that
they were provided with a magistrate. I would
point out to the House that these opal districts
are divided inte two groups—one called Duck
Creek and one called Yowah. Dundoo lies about
thirty miles from Duck Creek. I represented to
the Government that it was desirable to have a
magistrate appointed at Yowah, where the men
came to get their mails at that particular time,
and a magistrate was appointed on my nomina-
tion, I believe he has left there, because every-
thing is dead on that station. I don’t know
whether there is anyone on the station now.

Mr. BowMAN : Mr. Gardiner is manager there
now.

Mr. LEAHY : At avy rate, there is a place
called Dundoo,. about twenty-five miles from
Duck Creek. T want to call the attention of
hon. members to the fact of there being a place
within twenty-five miles, asagainst the 100 miles
to Thargomindah stated by the hon. member.
The miners of Duck Creek, or someone up there,
sent down a petition to have Mr. Davis put on
the roll. I know it was done by someone in
sympathy with the other side, and he was not
put on, because, probably, the Government did
not want to Americanise our institutions, But
afterwards I found that they wanted a magis-
trate ; that they wanted this particular man
put on the commission of the peace. I
recommended to the Government that he
should be put on, and he was put on the roll. I
think that that dispouses of this statement about
their having to go 100 miles to get a magistrate
to attest claims. And it disposes also of the
statement that T neglected their interests in the
matter. These miners sent down a petition
asking that this particular man should be put on
the commission ; I recommended that he should
be put on ; and he is there.

Mr. RED : He is not sworn in.

Mr. LEAHY : T cannot help that. This is in
reply to the hon. member for Charters Towers.

Mr. DawsoN : It was not a reply, but for per-
mission to make a personal explanation that you
asked for,

Mr, LEAHY : I said it wasa personal sxplana-
tion in the nature of a reply,
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The SPEAKER : If the hon. member pro-
ceeds further he will be exceeding the limit of a
personal explanation,

Mr., LEAHY: Very well, Mr. Speaker, I

will not proceed any further. I
[5'30 p.m.] only wish to say that the hon.
member opposite challenged me to
get up and say a certain thing. I said that I
had already exhausted my time, but he said that
the House would permit me to doso. Of course,
if the House will not allow me to reply to that
charge, the hon, member cannot complain. I have
only to say that I extremely regret that these men
at Duck Creek should have been deprived of their
votes, because at the last election every single
man at Duck Creek voted for me, and I am sure
they would vote for me again.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member
is now exceeding the limits of a personal explana-

tion,

The PREMIER (Hon, R. Philp, Townsville):
The hon. member for Warrego is a young member,
otherwise he would have known that when a
complaint requires redress it is not usual to
adopt the course he has taken this afternoon.
I understand there has been no complaint made
to the Home Secretary’s department.

The HoME SEcRETARY : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : If the hon. member wanted
redress—and I presume he does, and that he
is serious in moving the adjournment of the
House—

Mr. Bowman : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : He would first have gone
and complained to the Home Secretary, and if
he failed to obtain redress from him, then he
could have complained to this House. In addi-
tion to complaining to the Home Secretary in his
office, he could also have brought the matter up
on the Estimates. He ought also to know that
there is at the present time a Bill before the
House dealing with electoral reform, and he
could have ventilated his grievance on that
measure,

Mr. MoDoxaLn: No.
this question at all.

The PREMIER : Any old member knowsthat
to call atbention to any matter by moving the
adjonrnment of the House is only wasting tinie.

MemBERS on the Government side: Hear,
hear !

The PREMIER : T would not like to say that
the hon. member has moved the adjournment of
the House for that purpose, but if he had been
an old member I should have thought that was
his object. Being a young member, perhaps, he
did not know that in a case of this sort heshould
have gone to the Home Secretary and asked him
to make inquiries; and, if he did not get
satisfaction, he could then have complained to
the House; but what he has done has been to
take up two hours this afternoon. It really
makes no difference whether I have been struck
off the roll twice or not. I was struck off the
roll twice—I believe on account of the good
offices of the hon. member for Enoggera. I can
assure the hon, member that I would not have
done such a thing to him. I have never yet
taken action to strike any man off the roll, but,
on the contrary, I have done a great deal to put
men on, whether they were opposed to me
politically or not.

Mr. Leany: Iguarantee the hon. member for
Enoggera never put on a man who was opposed
to him,

The PREMIER : If the hon. momber for
Warrego had gone to the Home Secretary in the
first instance he would have done more good to
these men at Duck Creek than he has done by
taking up the time of the House this afternoon.

It does not deal with
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The HOME SECRETARY : I have received
a telegram from the electoral registrar, and, with
the permission of the House, I would like to say
a few words, as I might be able to throw a little
light on the question.

The SPRAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the hon. member be heard ?

HoNOURABLE FIEMBRRY : Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon, mem-
ber for Warrego referrsd to the fact that Mr.
Zillman presided at this registration court, but
he admitted that he had no complaint to make
against Mr. Zillman, because everyone must see
that he could have dune nothing except what he
actually did.

Mr. Bowyax: Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY : Notices had
been sent to the men to appesr and prove their
claims, and as they did not avppear the court
could do nothing but strike them off. Now, as
to sending the notice, I may mention that there
are two points which stand out in the telegram
that I have rceeived. One is that the electoral
registrar had no information, and was in very
great doubt as to whether the residences of theze
men were in the Bulloo electorate or not.

Mr. Bowyax : What! Duck Creek?

Mr. Brip: Oh Lord ! That’s too thin.

The HOME SECRETARY : I understood
that someone else had sowie doubt to-day.

Mr. REID: No.

Mr. LEauy: VYes. At thig particalar time
most of them had removed to Koriot.

The HOME SECRETARY : The electoral
registrar ha:d no information as to whether that
place was in the Bulloo electorate or in the
Balonne, and, necessarily, it was quite right that
he should get the best possible information, and
the men themselves would probably be the best
people to whom to go for that information. The
second point is that a number of these men
claimed on a three months’ residence qualifica-
tion instead of six months, on the ground that
they had previously been on the roll for the
electoral district of Bulloo, But, though the
electoral registrarsearched alltherolls, going hack
very many vears—he does not say how long, but he
searched all the rolls he had, and he could not
find their names on the roll. Now, if that was
so, he was perfectly justified in sending out
notices. There are other points, of course, as to
the date at which the notices were sent, and so
on, on which I have no information, but the
information I have received only shows how
necessary it is, before bringing a matter of this
kind forward, that the fullest information should
be got. As it is, I merely give hon., members
what information has been sent to mein a hurried
telegram from the electoral registrar at Thargo-
mindah in reply to one s:nt by me this after-
noon.

Mr. HARDACRE : I know something about
that electoral registrar,

The HOMYE SECRETARY: The hon.
member has surely lIearned by this time that it is
not good form to condemn public officials in this
House without giving them an opportunity to
justify themselves.

Mr. HARDACRE : I know something about this

man.

The HOMX SECRETARY : If the hon,
member has anything to say about a man, I
would like that man to.be present,

Mr. KERR (Barcoo): Theinformation thatthe
houn. gentleman has received—I take it it comes
from the electoral registrar at Thargomindah—
is that a number of these men who made applica-
tion to have their names put on the roll for the
electoral district of Bulloo had removed to the
Koriot Opal Field. Now, that field is also in
the Bulloo electorate, and 1f the acting registrar
had known his work he would have known that.
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Every officer who fills any official position ought
to be acquainted with the boundaries of the
district in which his duties lie, and the fact that
the acting electoral registrar at Thargomindah
did not know that Koriot was in the Ballvo
electorate is conclusive proof to my mind that he
was not competent to fulfil the duties which
devolved upon him. Now, the Home Secre-
tary has had time to get the {ullest possible infor-
mation on this matter. The hon. member for
Warrego informed him last Wednesday that he
intended moving the adjournment of the House,
‘Well, the hon. gentleman could have sent a wire
on Wednesday evening, and the mail leaves
Thargomindal: on Friday morning, arriving in
Brisbane at 1230 p.m. to day, so that the hon,
gentleman could have had a written statement,
showmg the reasons for the electoral registrar
acting in the way he did. Both the hon. mem-
ber for Warrego and the hon. member for
Enoggera stated that they had no complaint to
make against Mr. Zillman for doing what he
did on the evidence that was put before him ;
but I wish to point out that the whole of these
complaints throughout the length and breadth of
the colony arise from the action taken by acting
electoral registrars. When I had occusion to
bring forward certain electoral matters in this
House, they were due to the action of an acting
electoral registrar, The Premier and the Home
Seecretary spoke of having been knocked off the
roll themselves.

The HoME SECRETARY : No, that is not so,

Mr. KERR : The Premier said he was knocked
off. But I point out that there is this difference
between his case and that of the miners on Duck
Creek : The miners on Duck Creek are not regis-
tered on any other electoral roll in the colopy and
have been disfranchised, while the Premier is
registered on other electoral rolls, and the
striking of his name off one roll did not dis-
franchise him. I had occasion in 1898 to draw
attention to a similar matter in connection with
Duck Creek, and on goiug throvgh the names of
the men who have been rejected by the Thargo-
mindah revision court, I find that three of them
were on Dnck Creek when I visited it in 1898,
Abercrombie, Davies, and another have been re-
siding on Duck Creek since 1898, and they were
qualified to be put on the roll then. Is there not
in that just reason for complaint, and is the hon.
member for Warrego not justified in moving the
adjournment of the House to call attention to
such a thing? The Premier interjected that
thers was an Elections Bill coming on, but this
is just one of the things we want to have amended
in that Klections Bill. When an electoral regis-
trar has any reasun to doubt claims, he has to
make inquiries, and from whom should he make
them? We have it on documentary svidence
that there is a police constable stationed at Duck
Creek ; and who conld the registrar in this case
have more naturally applied to for this infor-
mation? We have it also on documentary
evidence that he never applied to this otficer at
Duck Creek, and on the same evidence we have
the fact that the whols of those men, with the
exception of six, are still in the Bulloo elector-
ate. 'When we have the new Xlsctions Bill
before us, the Premier and the Home Secretary
should take that into consideration, and see
whether this work should be left to an officer
who is expecting promotion by the action he
takes in knocking wen’s pawmes off the rolls,
These men had fultilled the conditions of the law
as far as they poszibly could. Sonie have even
ridden 100 miles to get their names placed on the
roll. They have done all they possibly could to
comply with the Act, and then they get & notice
which gives them but thres days in which to
appear personally at Thargomindah, a distance
of 100 miles. Anyone who has travelled the
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country between Duck Creek and Thargomindah
must know that no man could reasonably be
expected to go from Duck Creek to Thargo-
mindah in three days, and carry his swag, and
there was no chance at that time of those men
being able to get horses or other means of con-
veyance to take them to Thargomindah in time to
attend the revision court. When these obstacles
are put in the way of men who are justly entitled
—because there is no getting away from the fact
that the hon. member for Warrego, the hon.
member for Enoggera, the hon. member for the
district, and other hon. members know that those
men were residing inthe district and are residing
there yet, and have qualified to have their names
placed on the roll—1 think it is time something
was done to amend the Act in this respect, and
instead of the hon. member for Warrego being
accused of wasting the time of the House, I say
he has conferred a benefit upon the people of the
country by calling attention to these facts ; and
T trust the Home Secretary will do what he so
nicely undertook todo to-day. Imustcongratu-
late the hon. gentleman upon having made the
statement that he would endeavour to get the
fullest information possible. The hon, gentle-
man even went so far as to say that he would
endeavour to see if there was no way of getting
those men placed on the roll.

The HoME SECrRETARY : No; of having their
claims brought forward again.

Mr. KERR: What are the facts of the
removal of the court from ¥nlo to Thargo-
mindah ? Tt has been stated by the hon. member
for the district and by the Home Secretary that
they could not get a cowrt at Fulo, but they
forgot to inform the House that twenty-one
claims which had been passed at a former court
had also been rejected, and that, through the
action of the Crown Law Office in removing the
court from Eulo to Thargomindah, fifty men
were at that time disfranchised.

Mr. LEagY : No, nothing like fifty.

Mr. KERR: If the hon. member will allow
me, I can find it in Hunsard for bim, that there
were twenty-one whose names had been regis-
tered by a previous court at Hulo, and there
were in addition twenty-nine claims from Duck
Creek that had been attested by myself, and
that were there to have the nanies put on the
roll, and twenty-one and twenty-nine made fifty
when I went to school. Those fifty persons were
deprived of the franchise, and the hon. member
for Bulloo knows it. The hon. member had said
he wished those men had got on the roll, as they
would have voted for him at the last election. I
do not want to know who any man votes for, but
1 do want to see justice done to svery man in
the colony ; that every man who is qualified to
vote may have his name placed on the roll that
he may be able to record his vote as he thinks
proper.

Mr. J. HAMILTON (Cook): The hon,
member has been very profuse in his attacks.
He has attacked the hon. member for Bulloo,
the Home Secretary, and the registrars. He
has attempted to show how desirable it is that
the rolls should be purified, and that every man
entitled to be on the roll should have his name
put on. That is so, but, on the other hand,
1t is also desirable that persons who are not
entitled to be on the roll should not be put on.
I know one well authenticated instance, which
occurred two years ago, where a man, when
shearing on the Barcoo, made application to be
put on the roll for Bulloo, which electorate was
200 miles from where he was shearing, on the
ground that he had resided in the Bulloo for the
preceding six months., A magistrate, who must
have known that the claim was not correct, as
he knew the applicant was shearing in the Barcoo
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electorate during the identical time he claimed a
vote for residence in another electorate 200 miles
distant, verified that statement by witnessing it.
That magistrate was the member for Barcoo.

Mr. KErr: He was not 200 miles away.
That is a misstatement of yours.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : T appeal to the hon.
member for Bulloo.

Mr. LEaHY : It was 200 miles away.

Mr., J. HAMILTON : In cases like the
present one the proper business-like course to
adopt was to bring the matter before the Home
Secretary in the first instance—that is, of course,
if hon. members do not wish to go in for fireworks
in the House. I was removed from the Brisbane
roll because I had merely removed from one
side of the road to the other. However, instead
of taking up the time of Parliament with a
matter like that, T simply went to the electoral
registrar who explained that it was all a mistake.

Mr. W, Hauroron : You had not to travel 100
miles to put the mistake right,

Mr. J. HAMILTON : Yes; but he knocked
me off when I had not moved thirty yards from
the locality.

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders): I was glad to
hear the Home Secretary say that he would call
for all information upon the matter which has
been brought forward by the hon. member for
Warrego. I have a very much simpler case to
bring before the hon. gentleman, and I hope he
will get all the information in that case too. I
think the hon. member for Warrego deserves
credit for having brought the matter forward,
although we have been accused by the Premier
of wasting time.

The PREMIER : Why were you not satisfied to
take the Home Secretary’s assurance and stop
the debate?

Mr. McDONALD : This is one of t