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LEGISLA.TIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 4 SEPTEMBER, 1000. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. Arthur M organ, Warwick) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers, laid on the table of the 

HonRP, were ordered to be jJrinted :-
(1) Report upon the working of the Queens­

laud Government Savings Bank for the 
Yh1r end eel 30th ,Tune, 1900. 

(2) Return to an order, relative to Govern­
ment expenditure in connection with 
concessions to the Chillagoe Company, 
made by the House, on motion of JIIIr. 
LesinR, on the 24th .July last. 

(3) Report, for the year 1899, from the 
Agent-General for Queensland. 

(4) Report of the Royal Commission ap­
pointed to inquire into and rc.port upon 
certain railway extensions. 

(5) Report of the Officer in Charge, Govern­
ment Labour Bureau and Relief, for 
1899. 

(6) Report of the Inspector of Hospitals for 
the Insane for 1899. 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

Statistic' of the colony of Queensland for 
the year 1899. 

Return to an order, relative to pur­
chase of Goomburra Run, Darling 
Downs, made by the House, on motion 
of Mr. Kates, on the 25th ,July last. 
Further correspondence relative to con­
struction and maintenance of a line of 
railway from Port Norman, by way of 
Normanton, to Cloncurry. 

ROYAL COM:VIISSION ON RAILWAYS. 
PRESENTATION OF REPORT. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson, BuUm~") pre·;ented the report of the 
Hoyal Commission appointed to inquire into 
certain railway extensions, and moved that the 
paper be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

PETITION. 
CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION BILL. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. Vv. B. H. O'Connell, i1f1,sgrave) presented 
a petition from c ·rtain workers in the Musgrave 
electorate, praying for the introduction of a 
Conciliation and Arbitration Bill similar to the 
Act in force in New Zealand. 

Petition read and received. 

QUESTIONS. 
RAILWAY CARRIAGE FOR FREE LABOURERS. 

Mr. BO'\ViYIAN ( TVarrtgo) asked the Secretary 
for Railways-

1. By \Yhose inst"n1Ctions was a railway carriage 
reserved at Charleville for free labourm·s travelling by 
the mail train from Brisbane to Cnnnamulla on 15th 
A u~nst last P 

2. Di.d the said mail train stop at a distance of about 
one mile from Cunnamnlla Railway Station to suit the 
convenience of a number of free labourers travelling in 
chrtrge of :Mr. Westergaard Kielsen, secretary 1'\-'"arrego 
Pastoralists' Assocjation? 

3. Has he any obj8ction to lay correspondence relating 
to above q nestions on the table or the House P 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Murray, Nm·rnanvy) replied-

1. BY the stat10nmaster at Charleville. 
2. YCs. 
3, I lay upon the table of the House the correspon­

dence referred to. 

MR. J. M. CRoss's REPORTS, 
Mr. LESIN A ( Clerrnont) asked the Premier­
Is it his intention to, in future. supply the members 

of the ledslature with copies of the periodical reports 
prepared by ~Ir. J, }f. Cross for the information of the 
Agent-General? 

The PREMTI<~R (Hon. R. Philp, Townsville) 
replied-

~Jo. 

LOCAI, GOVERNMENT BILI" 
Mr. RYLAND (Gy1npie) asked the Premier­
Is it the intention of the Government to bring in a 

I.Jocal Government Bill this session? 

The PREMIER replied­
Yes. 

MOTION :FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
ALLEGED DISFRANCHISEMENT OE' BULLOO 

ELECTORS. 
The SPEAJ{ER: I have received from the 

hon. member for vVarrego a notification, in writ­
ing, of his intention to move the adjournment of 
the House for the purpose of calling attention to 
a definite matter of urgent public importance­
namely, the illegal disfranchisement of a number 
of electors in the Thargomindah division of the 
Bulloo electorate. 

Mr. BOWMAN(WaJ'J'ego): Ibegtomovethe 
adjournment of the House. 
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The SPEAKER: Is the motion supported ? 
Not less than five members having risen in 

their places in sup;JOrt of the wotiun, 
Mr. BOWMAN : In moving the adjournmPnt 

of the House this afternoon in reference to the 
disfranchisement of a nu m her of electors in the 
Bulloo electorate, I have done so rct the reqm t 
of several of the miners on Duck Cn'Pk, who 
have been deprived of their votee. 

Mr. STORY: Did you inform thfl member for 
Bulloo that you were going to do thi' ? 

Mr. BOWMAN : The hon. member fm' Bulioo 
is acquainted with the fact that I was !'\•ling t,, 
move the adjournment; of th ~· HousP, and so i,; 
the Home Secretary. 

The Hm!E SECRETARY: :1'\ot to-day. 
Mr. BOWMAN : I told you last week. 
The Ho11g SEcng~'ARY: I understood the in­

tention had been abandoned. 
An HoNOURABLE :MEMBER: You h"ve only 

half-an-hour to move it. 
Mr. BO\VMAN : An hon. member remindo 

me that I have only hali-an-hour to move it, and 
I am going to make the most of it in tlmt time. 
The complaint I desire to bring under the 
notice of the House this aftemoun is this: A 
number of men ~ot their claims filled in at Dnck 
Creek last April. \Vhile the hon. memb~r for 
Enoggera and myaeJf were vi~Hil~g the \Vnrr·ego, 
Balonne, and Bulloo electorates, we took tt e 
trouble to fill up some claims. I at::eslerl 
twenty-seven, I think, of those claims, anr1 t"ok 
them in to Thargomindah at t);e nqnest of the 
miners at Duck Creek. \Vhen I ht-xled them 
in to the elector.-! regi.,trar, Mr. Archdall, he 
told me those claims were correct ::tnd in order. 
Later on the acting electoral registra., j\Ir. 
Daly, the police officer at Thargomind"h, sed 
a notification to these men at lJuck Creek that 
they would have to a pp• a,r in pe! ·on er b, agent 
or their namEs would be stmck off the roil. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: \V ere tlcey on the 
roll? 

Mr. BO\VMAN : Or their names would nC>!. 
be put on the roll. Tbi0 is a copy of !he notifi­
cation sent by Mr. Dttly-

ELECTioxs Acn~, 1885 to 1Sfl7. 
Police Court. Tharg0l!linc1::dt, 

2Jt.b Jalv, HJno. 
Sir,-Referring to your claim to ha-.:.-·· your name in­

serted upon the electoral roll fot· t1lC I:lcet.oral DL:ri -t 
of Eulloo, Thnrgomindnh cliyi::-ion, I haxe the ltonmu· to 
inform you that, from inquiries made, I have rcJ . ..;oll to 
believe that you are not qualified to be registered a: an 
elector. I have therefore to reqHest your attendance 
at the bi-monthly rc~istration court to he 11elli on th1· 
7th August, 1900, for the purpose of lFOYl ug ymtr qnnli­
fication. If you f~Lil to attend cithe1· in 1H?-rsm: or by 
agent, and prove your qualification. a.u{l that -.:on s1 ill 
possess the same qualifieation, your claim~ 1vill be 
rejected. 

I am, etc., 
M. DAT"Y, 

Acting Electoral Registrar. 

That notification was sent to Richard DECvis, 
Duck Creek Opal Fields, :1nd I have a similar 
notification here that was sent to .John Su!livan. 
That notification was written on the 23th ,Tuly, 
and the men at Duck Creek did not receive their 
notices until the 3rd August. They hnd thus three 
clear days to go lOO miles in order to attend 
personally at the registration court to be held on 
the 7th August. Those men were unable to pro­
cure horses and were umtble to walk the dist: nee, 
and out of the twenty-seven men whme elaims 
were taken in by myself, twenty orlr; who had their 
claims registered were rejected. Three or four 
of those men whom I could mention had been 
on the field for over two ye::trs. Tbis i' no;. the 
first time some of those gentlemen have had 
their claims filled in and sent to the electoral 
registrar with the result that they have not bPen 
registered. They were previously deprived of 

their votes by the registration court at Eulo, be­
cause Duck Creek anclBeccbal were fouud in 18!18 
to have been removed from the Eulo division and 
put into the Thargornind:1h divi~ion of the 
Bulloo electomtro, I 'uppuse it is within the 
memory of certain hem. gentlemen that the hon. 
rnemher for B~1reoo rn.uve•1 the adjonrnn.ent of 
the H,1nse un that occasifm tu sho\v t,he injustice 
that h 1d been dune tbo,.e men. 'rhe excuse then 
brought forw:a·d was that it was the Crown 
Law Officer' wbo ba•l ~uggested it. It seems 
to tne v .. H·y unfair th;:1t thof:i(' Inen should 
t\dce l1e det:riYed of their vo;es, b:>canse in the 
limited sp. ce of ti1He all<>wed th<'lll tbe.y \\ere 
unable to g :t to Tha;.'g(Jillindah, a distance of 
100 mile·, to prm e to the electoral registrar for 
the di trict th:<.t they W('n· qualified to have 
their name.-' ''" the roll. J'vir. Zillman, I believe, 
VY3,s the elect(1ral registrur at the registration 
court on the 7th _:i.ugust last, and I have ten 
notices here signed hy him. 

The Hoi\m bECRETAHY: \Vas he not the pre­
siding nutgis t r:. ~e ? 

l\lr. BO\V .\IA0!: He may have been prc,iding 
rnagbtratf', bnt thes·: notices are signed by hint 
a8 elect!)ra,l rt["istra.l'. Thi·'"' is one of the notice:.:; 
acldreP·ced to \\ illiam \Yood, Duck Creek-

1)lcu.:--c take notice that your claim to haTe yuur name 
placetl on the eleetoral roll for the clectornl tli~trict of 
J~nlloo, 'l'l1:~rg-omlnflah division, l as bcf ,1 rejected at the 
reYi:..;ion court, becanse yon i'ailcd to Rppcar after having 
ber·n ~alletl upon to pro<: e your lltullifi('::ttion. 

I mn not going to say t h::tt this gentlernan is to 
bblile for the"'' men having been disfranchised, 
bnt 1 •lo thmk t.hat the gentleman who gave the 
infunnation tq the elfctoral rrgit-Jtrar is qnne­
v: hat to blnme, aud l prestune it was th{~ acting 
electoral registrar, Mr. lJaly, the police officer 
n,t Thargornindcth. lf that centlernan bad Inade 
proper ir,qnirit "' as in l1is n(~iiL2 to the nten he 
says he had dorw-if he bad In-:de inquiries from 
the proper ~ource, and there is :1 police officer 
statior,< j at Duck Creek~he would have found 
that \Vith the e·xception of ~]x rnen, whoRe naine~ 
had. L(~en registered at, the previou/:3 revit:~ion 
court hdd in June at Thargomindah, all those 
rnen who clain1ed to be regL:;tered \Vere still in 
the di'3trict. I ha,ve documentary evidence to 
prove that this c >nstabl<' would have given the 
information to the acting electoral registrar 
had he askecl~ for it. 

1\rr. W. HAl\llL'fO;)I: \Vhy did they challenr;e 
the men if they knew that they were in the dis­
trict ? 

l\fr. BOWliiAX: It was said that they were 
not in the district, or there wftR reaRtH1 to believP 
th11t they had left the district. I will give tlw 
narnes of somr n1en wlw are prepared to s\vear 
that they have been in tlte district for two years. 
They are Hector· l{ichard,on, Ricbmd lJ,wi,, 
Frank l(emp, and .lame,; RussPll. I was at 
Duck Creek in 18il7, in l:·:!JN, and also this year, 
and these gentlenH~n \\·ere there (Jil those occa­
sions, and it would not have taken very much 
trouble for the registmr to ilnd out whether they 
still remaimcl there. I Yery much regret that 
the hon. member for Bnlloo is not present, 
becauBe there is a gentleman named Aber­
crombie, whow be knows persomdly, who has 
bteu for years in the district, and who cannot get 
on the ro•L I have information that some of these 
n1en have gone a f8w nult_~ out pr<,specting-a 
very C()llllnon thing- for rniners to do on the opal~ 
fields of Duck Creek a11d Y owah, but they come 
baek to Duck Cr8ek. I du nut think it can be 
said that :1 man has left the cliHtrict if he goes a 
few miles away to prospect. 'l'be law of course 
state3 in clttuse 31-

Tllc declaration contained in any claim should be 
takeu as prhnd fcwte evidenee ot tbe qualifieation 
clnimed. 
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Probably some hon. members may say that 
subsequent clauses in the Act override that. 
Clause ()l provides-

That if the electoral regb;trar ha~ reason to believe 
that any pcrsrm is not qualified to bJ rrdstered 
as an elector he has to ~end a notice to him to tllilt 
etl'cct, and if he fails to at tend at the 1\_ ·;i~tration eonrt, 
eitbt)r in 11crson or hy ar;L~nt, the claim vvill be rejected. 

I think that whatever the wording ,,f the' .\et iK 
we should take into con,:.;] deration hhat the spirit 
of th<~ Act i;--:;. ls it 11ot to ~,..ive nvt~t·y tnan who i...; 
entith,d to hJVe hi.· mcrue~plncecl ,;ll the roll :en 
opportunity of hnnng a vote? TbP<~ :men 1mvt' 
Leen deprived nf their voteD £or tlnce y\-_ttL::, 

bectLUse o~. their inability to get their rwmcs 
"ttested. 1 know of men who lmve riclden 100 
1niles froHI Duck Creek tn get their claims 
a:L~;ested, and then have hAen dit:.appoi11ted bemmse 
the ju8tiee of the IJE:.'l..ce h<ct-1 been on ~o1ne ntber 
portion of the run, au<l it was not knovvn when 
he would be back. The neareot justice hum 
Duck Creek i~ at South Cvnwugin, ttnd frmn there 
to Duck UrP~lk and tmc~-.: ls 100 1wles. So y1)U will 
see that t he.se 1nen hav8 :-uffered great in con~ 
venienct> through n<)t bdng ahle to get thP-ir claims 
attested nnd throngh ha> ing them rejected. The 
hon. n1e1nber for Barcoo atte~:-;te<l twent. -nine 
names in 18DS, but t!1ose clainn; were ::1H rejected. 
Three of the n::nnes I ha vc nlcut.imwd were 
sent in in 1S!J7, I'Pf.Sistered in HH;S, and they \,·err 
then rejtcted be< nbo the dirision of Duck 
CrE:>ek was shifted frotn j!~nlo io Thargomind:1.h. 
Three ye2.1\) :.gn th claiuu of tl-.L..:;e rnen were 
rejected. I fillc:l the tu iu 1gain this y _•ar "nd 
they were rejected again. I n.>k any hon. 
gentleman whether that i., a f:cir "ncl rensonable 
\Yay of giving 1nen an opportunity to get :t Yote? 
The men lrdnot shifted. At .]] event,, some of 
them had not shifted. I have letters here from 
I)avis, and frorn a lJHnuiiient 5-·torek~eper at 
Duck Creek, notifying me that these men hav 3 

not left the district. Some hon. n>ember,. may 
say that the men may htwe gone to another oval­
field. Three of them, to my knowlech;e, ,;ho 
were registered went to Koriot Opal Fi·ld, 
which is in the Bulloo elecwrate, though the 
hon. member for Bulloo, I know, disputes it, 
and mys he believes it is in the Balonnc elec­
tc,rate. But on examination of the map and 
on applying to the principal elrc'orul registn.r 
he informs me that there is no dnubt it is 
in the Bulloo. I have als<> proof of a claim tlnt 
was sent into the Eulo di-dsion from this pa.r­
ticubr field. It is the claim of \Villiam George 
White, aged thirty-three, Km·iot O)~al ]'ield; 
occupation, miner; qualification, six months 
in the electorate. 'l'hat was regi,c;tered at 
the last revision court. It was dated 7th 
August, and JI.Ir. Pollord, the police ofticer and 
electoral registrar, was the officer who passed 
the claim. I should imagine that the eloct.w"l 
registrar, if he knew his duty, would not allow 
that name to be phtr<ed on the Enlo division if 
the Koriot Opal ]'ields were not in the Bnlloo 
electorate ; but any h<m. gentlmmm can see fnr 
himself, by reference to the map, that what I 
state is correet. You can see Koriot and South 
Koriot, ,., hich is eight miles from the boundary 
of th<' Balonnc electorat.,, \Vhen the'e men in 
the past have made application to get their 
names on the roll, they have done it because they 
were particubrly anxious to take their ]JC~rt in 
Kending a repn '-entatin, into this Chamber, bnt 
rnany of the 1ninert'; on lhtdc Creek, and a.lso a,t 
Yowah, have reason to lJelieve thcct tb re is a con­
spiracy agains" their namccs beingpbcecl on the rul!. 
Sv1ne people go HO fal' ac to bhuue the hon. n1en1-

for Bulloo, but; I a1n nut going to 
[ <1 p. m.] blame him. But I say there arc men 

in the Bulloo electorate and in Th,.r­
gomindah itself who h"ve worked very hard 
indeed against the interests of the particul"r p~rty 

on this side of the House-ag.1inst the interests 
of men who are anxious to support them. I know 
that. \V hen we have a state of things like that, 
I think that this motion for ndjournment is not 
n waste of tirn·, because it draws the attention 
of hon. members on both 'ides who are anxious 
to see fair play to thew circumstances. I main­
tain tlur, no matter what political opinions we 
way hold, we should agree thnt if a man is 
qn:tlified to have his name put on the elec­
toral r.>ll he should have it put on, and no 
encmubmnce >;hould be put in his way. But in 
Lbis respec: encmnbranceoJ have been put in the 
wny of the~e nlBn, because some of these men 
hnve been trying for three yeo.t·s to get on the 
roll, and £<tiled. Some have biled in that way 
tlmngh want of inquiry, bnt if other men had 
bllen there they would have made diligent 
inqnir~' to see whether tbe-oe individuals wPre 
qualified or not. l\Iany miners desire to get 
their n: ·.mes on the roll, and to exercise their 
votes at the coming election ; but mnny of them 
have been deprived nf that right in the past, and 
they have a ked me to bring this matter before 
the House. If the Home Secretary made 
inquirie., into these caseo I think he would see 
tho j1mtice of the-.e men being placed on the 
roll, inespeetive of :tny mistakes made by the 
electornl registrar. That officer has, no doubt, 
b:·en guided by tbo information furnished to him 
by men in 'l'har;.comindah and other places there, 
who have )'fofe'S d to find out whether these 
111en "vere in the district. I say "professed," 
beeam:e, if thty had been sincere, they could 
ha vr found out that these men on Duck Creek 
had never moved for a period of two years. 
That is· sufficient evidence for the Home Secre­
tary to soo th>et their 'claims should be looked 
intu, and that they should have a vote the same 
as any other citizens, 'nd a say in the govern­
ment' of the country. I beg to rnove the adjourn­
ment of the House. 

The Hlr:\IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. ]'. G. 
:B'oxton, C'<t1'rWI'Von): The hon. member for 
\V cerrego, in reply to interjections, mentioned, 
in commencing his speech, that he had had con­
versntions with myself and the hon. member for 
Bulloo ; but he did not say he intended to bring 
tbi motion on this afternoon. 

M,., Bo\DIAN: I said I intended to bring it on 
last \V ednesday. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: In reply to an 
interject.ion, I nnderstoocl the hon. member to say 
that he fully expec'ed the htm. member for 
Bulloo to be in his phce, as he had informed 
hin1 that the nwtion ,--,-as cmning on. 

J\fr. J3owMAN: I sent him word by" member 
on this side. 

The HO ;'viE SECRETARY; I feel sure that 
if the hon. member for Bulloo had known it wns 
coming on this afternoon he would have been 
here ; but he wa.; not here in the House at half­
past 3. 

Mr. RLm : He might have been detained. 

The HOME SECRETARY: However, the 
hon. member for Bulloo is now here and can 
sperlk for himself. If the hon. member for 
\V arrego says he told me that he would bring 
this mot.ion on this afternoon, that is not correct. 

Mr. BO\nJAN: I told you last \Vednesday. 

The HOJI,IE SJ<;CRETARY: He said he 
intended to moYe the "djonrnment of the House 
on a P"rticulttr day, bnt he did not mention this 
aftPrnoon. I came to the House prepared to 
listen lo what the hou. member had to say on the 
day he mentioned, but he did not move the 
adjournment of the HonKe on that day, and I 
was subsequently informed by the hon. member 
for Bulloo that in consequence of conversations 
between himself and the hem. member for 
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Warrego, that the hon. member for\Varregohad 
decided not to move the adjournment of the 
House. 

Mr. LEAHY : I said probably he would not. 
MEMBERS of the Oppos1tion : Ah ! only 

probably. 
The HOME SECRETARY : At any ra.te I 

have never heard anv more of the matter till this 
afternoon. " 

Mr. DAWSON : You are not wpposed to reveal 
conversations. 

The HOME SECRETARY: There was 
nothing secret about this conversation. 

Mr. LEAHY: That is correct. He had my 
permission to do it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: There is nothing 
secret between myself and the hon. member for 
Bulloo, or of such a character th>tt it will not 
bear the full light of day. 

Mr. LEAHY : Quite so. 
The HOME SECRETARY: If I had thought 

for a moment that this conversation was not to 
be made public, I would not have mentioned it, 
but I am not aware that it will not bear the 
fullest light of day. I think if the hon. mem­
ber for \Varrego had a longer p'trliamentary 
experience, he would have deferred his motion 
until we had all the facts and pttpm·s befom us. 
Why did not the hon. member come to nw in my 
office and tell me that twenty-seyen men in this 
district had been disfranchised, and ask me to 
have inquiries made, and get <<' report from the 
officer eoncerned? If he had, I should have 
been very glad to do so. 

l\fr. KIDSTON: l'ast experience would not 
teach him to do that. 

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem­
ber for Hockhampton knows that what he ,ays 
ill not correct ; I think he is only speaking in a 
jocular way, but his jocular manner doe,;n't cret 
into Hansard. I am speaking :'erionsly. If the 
hon. member for \V arrego had come to me I 
would have given him all the information I 
poosessed--so far as I was able to give it-just 
as I did when certain allegations were made <dth 
regard to certain claims at Pittsworth. I did 
my best to elucidate that matter, and that was 
entirely to the satisfaction of the people most 
concerned, including lV1r. D miels. 

ME}!BERS of the Opposition : No; quite the. 
opposite. 

The HOME SECRE'l'ARY: I have the 
assurance of Mr. Daniels that I Llid all I could 
to elucidate that matter. 

An HoNOURABLE ME}!BER: He denies it. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Let him deny 

it to my face. All I know is that that is what he 
said to me. Surely hon. me!llbers will not say 
that I am so utterly biassed politically that I will 
not endeavour to see justice done to any man 
who has been deprived of his just rights, as far 
as it is possible for me to do. 'l'he hon. member 
for Warrego would have done a sensible thing 
if he had come to me in the first place. Does 
the hon. member distrust me as some hon. 
members opposite appear to do? Does he think 
that if I did get a report from my officers, it 
would be a cooked report? \Vhy did not the 
hon. member move for the necessary papers, so 
that the electoral registrar's statement might 
be put side by side with the ex pnrte 
statement which he has made here to-day? 
Does the hon. member think that this Ho nee has 
power to act as court of appeal over the regis· 
tration court, or that it should Le a wrt of 
registration court itself? \Vhat has the House 
before it? Nothing but the ex p!!rtc statement 
of the hon. member for \Varregu, and that i 
second-hand. All the hon. member oa.ys is what 
certain men ha. ve told him. 

J\:lr. BOWMAN : :From yonr officers, 

The HOME :::\ECRETARY: No; what the 
hon. member heard from the men themselves. 
How do we know that all those men have not 
left the district, and that they ought not all to 
be disqualified, and that the information given 
to the electoral registrar is not perfectly correct? 
We have no evidencf un that point. 

JVIr. llEIJJ: Yes, you bitve. 
Tl:e HOi\H; :::\ECRETAHY: Ko, we have 

nothing, except the ex pa1·tc statement of the hon. 
mcn,ber for \V anego. 

:Mr. GIYE:\'~ : Y ''u have the eddence of one 
man. 

The HOME SECRETARY, The hon. mem· 
ber for \Varrego spoke of one man in particular, 
and said he saw him in April last. But the hon. 
member has not seen bim since, and does not 
know that the man diu not leave the pbce two 
months ago. The man, if he is entitled to have 
his name on the roll, is required by law to make 
good his claim on oath before the prover tn · 
lmnal, but all that the man has done has been 
to write to the hon. member for \Varrego, say· 
ing, "I am still where I was in April last." 
'l'hat is all the evidence he give&, and it would 
not hold water in t be registration court. 

1\lr. Km~TOX: Is that not m·idencc' to the 
point? 

The HOl\11~ SEUHETAgY: ::'\o; because 
thP law requires that he sbdl giYe evidence on 
o>1th. If this Ho11se wt re tu constitute itself 
into a registraticm court "'dth regard to certaiu 
regi,trations at 'l'hargomiudab-if the tinw of 
the House were to be occupied with matters of 
tlmt sort, it v. ould have nothing else to do but 
con~id~r ca~o::.s where n1e11 are cii~~alisfied, nnd 
allege that something lms gone wrong in a par­
ticuhrr registrati,,n court-that their claims have 
been disallowed when they uught not to hanJ 
been di,allowed. It is admitted that notices were 
sent to these men. It is their misfortune, perhaps, 
that they are so ]Jiaced that they did not get those 
notices until three days before t be registration 
cuurt was to sir, 80 that it was impossible for 
them to appear at 'l'hargominda.h and make good 
their claims. And then the hon. member charges 
public officers with c<m,;piracy, because those 
men have been deprived of their votes. I am 
sorrv that the hon. member has so far forgotten 
him~elf and what are his duties as a responsible 
member of this House as to charge public officers 
unheard with a conspiracy to defraud men of 
their votes. It is not a charge w hi eh should be 
made. If the bon. member has any sense of 
justice he will see that the electoral registrar 
should have been asked to ghe hi~ version of the 
matter before the hon. member levelled such 
accusations against him. How would the hon. 
member like to Le charged in that way? 

:Mr. BmniA:\': Have you not got hts version? 
The HOME SECRETARY: No, certainly 

not. As soon a' I knew that the hon. member 
intended toLling this matter before the House I 
wired to the electoral registrar, and possibly I 
shall get his version later on. If the hon. 
member had a'ked me, l should have got a 
proper report. The injustice and futility of the 
course the hon. member lms followed are evident. 
\Vha.t does a motion for adjournment mean? 
JVIerely that the hon. member can ventilate an 
fX pm·tc statement and the other side not be 
hurrd. 

Mr. DAWSOX: Is not the other side bemg 
he<trd now? 

The HOJUE :::;J;;CRWI'ARY: An injustice 
may have been done, but on the other hand it 
may not be an injustice. Tbe informati011 which 
the hon. Inernber has given n1ay, on furth('r in~ 
quiry, prove to be absolutely incorrect. 

Mr. BowMAN: It is true enough. 
The HOME :::\ECRETARY: It may be. 
l\lr. BoWMAN : It is. 



Motionfor Adjournment. [4 SEPTEMBER.] Motion for AdJournment. 615 

The HOME SECRETARY: I object tn e,-c 
JHWte ~:,tatements being n1ade in this House. 
"A udi alter(tU~ pnrtttn" is a good proverb, and 
the hon. member shoulcl remember it. He 
would quote tlmt proverb if he were r;h:traecl with 
conspir;wy without being himself hea;d. The 
hon. member admits th.'tt some of t.hes~ men were 
pmperly left off the roll. 

Mr. Bow~!A:-1: Yes. 
The HO:'dJ~ SECRETAHY: Of course, I 

have to takc• the statement of the bun. member, 
and s~J has the HouHc, hec~trn:-;.~ nobody knows 
anythmg abCJut the matter but the hon. nwmLer 
for \Varreg<', who has fortificl himself with 
documentary evidence, and ouch ex pctrtc state­
tnent:-:; as he thinks S-~rVr'9 his end. 

lYir. BOW)JAN: You lu.ve :m cc parte state­
ment also. 

The H0:\1E SECRJ~T.\RY: ::'{o, l baV•l llot. 
l\fr. BO\DIAN: You said you wire! to the 

electoral registrar. 
The l-10:\IE SECRETAHY: Tbe hon. mem­

ber has not given me an opportunity of 
getting it. 

:'dr. BowM.IN: It tahc3 a lone; time to get it. 
The HO :VIE SECRETAlcY: I only wired 

this nwrning. 
l\1r. Hwus: I uncler,tood the hon. g-entlem .n 

to ""Y that hA did"'' lasc \Vedne"lay. 
The HO:\Il~ SECR!<~Tc\RY: 'No. It '" 

happeneJ thal :\Ir. Zillman was i11 town last 
\Vednesday, and I eo::t word to him to call 
upon me. 

Mr. l\IcDoxALD: 1-Ie waR in town vr,:;~erdav. 
The H0:\1E SECRETARY: I d,; not know 

whether he ,, as or not, but I under.st:md that he 
is not in town to-clay, bemcuse I have made 
inquiries. 

Mr. lYioDoXALD: He was yesterday. 
The HOME SECitETARY: If the hon. 

member lnd told me c· ·sterday that he intended 
to bring tins matter on to-day I should proba: >1:· 
have been able to see 1\Ir. Zilhnan, but the hon. 
member dill not do tbat. Until I cmnP to t:he 
House this afternoon I d1d not know .mything 
about the matter. I would point out that it b 
impossible for the House to e,.;pre•o any ,,piuion 
on the matter by means of this ·c10tion, and it is 
impossible for any gqod to come out of ·,he 
motion except the mere ventilation of the sub­
ject. And on inquiry it m a·, :.urn out th "ot the 
inforrnation given to the el'ectotal registrar is 
perfectly correct. If it w,.s incorr ct--1 am not 
quite sure how far it co,n be done-but let me 
give the hon. member and the H•mse tho asom·­
ance that if on in<[uiry it i'l found that thesP 
claims can be made good, and they can be 
brought up again at the ne:d registration conrc, 
no one will be more pleased than I Yvill to set. 
therr1 brought up for consicLration. I arn nnt 
quite sure whether the wording of the Act will 
preclude thrrt being done, but if it ca.n be done I 
will certainly be only too ghtd to do it. I do not 
know of any case ever havin1;.; been so clealt with, 
and possibly the wording of the Act m;oy prev-un<; 
ir. But it is not p1·nbable that any eh_·:tion will 
take place in that district in the lllf J,ntim.·. l 
think that, under the circmnstam'•· , the hon. 
member i> not treating the House f...irly in 
bringing thi~ n1a.tter forv/ard at the present time. 
It must nece-.;:<arily result in a ~vvaf.te nf time, 
because it must be futil0, and we ha;e more im­
portant bnsinc ')S which w'e ,,~ant to get nn with. 
It may or may not be a followiug up of wh:ct lns 
coniC to be prover~)iaJ thl'oughnnt the colony, a. 
de,·ire on the par~ of hun. rnemUer:.- to waste tbu 
time of the House. 

:\cir. REm: That iA au old ll'"IZ· 
The HOME SECRE'l'Ai:lY: Y"'' I kw•w, 

but it is o!'e with whkh th~ ~ountry is bccmuillg' 
strongly ltn[<n·•sed. I d•J not stty that that is 
the case in thi, instance. I believe the hon. 

member is sincere in what he is doing, but I say 
that from his want of !'arliamentary knowledge, 
and possibly from his hck of seeing things exactly 
RR I do myself--I rlo not wish to say anything 
offensi vo_-_bnt I s:1y, from not hav-ing a thoroughly 
appreciative sens-: of justice, he has brought the 
mat' ,,r forw.m:! in an incomplete and improper 
manner. If he had moved for the papers, or had 
"'l<ecl me tn obtain a report from t'le electoral 
regiHt.rar, I would have done it, and there would 
then have beensomethingfor the House to go upon. 
Even then T >·ay it would not have been a 
mc1tter which shnulcl have been dealt with by a 
motion of this sort. Many men receive notices 
of this kind. I myself have received a similar 
notice, aad because I was not able to go in and 
prove my cl-im I was deprived of my registration 
for the time being. 

l\Ir. DAWSON: There was any amount of time 
for you to try and prove it. 

The HOME SECRETARY : As a matter of 
fact there was not, because I did not get my 
notice until three days after th@ court sat, but 
I did not m>tke a cry about it all over the country, 
and raise the questinn in Parliament here. 
These men here possibly have suffered, I will 
not say rtn injnstice 1 but an inconvenience. 
They may h,we been deprived of a right, bnt in 
onl,~r to :-;uffer a.n injnRtice someone rnust 
h· ve clonu thmn an injustic~. No,v, I venture 
to say that ~llyone who says that the 
elc~ctoral regi .. trar or the court has done these 
men d~liber tely n injustice is going to0 far on 
the evidence which we hav-e before us at the 
present time. Let the electoral registrar be 
hc,~rrl ; let uo know the information it was that 
he relied upon when h~ sent the notices out, as 
be was Lound to do. I would call attention 
to Lhe f:,ct that the law requires the electoral 
registrar to send ont these notices, and it is the 
misfortune of these men that they did not get 
them-if their statement is correct, and there is 
still some doubt about it--

Mr. Bmn!AN : You still doubt it? 

'l'he HOME SECRl~TARY : Still I doubt it, 
because I like to hear the other side. For all we 
know to t~1e contr,.ry, evidence ma.y yet be forth­
coming that these letters were delivered a week 
or ten days before the court sat, and that the 
men had , ome reasons of their own for not going 
to that court to support their claims. That may 
turn out to l>e the case, notwithstanding the in­
f,rmation which has been given to the hon. 
member. And, in any rase, I say that it is not 
a matter whieh should have been brought before 
the House i;, thif; way. I sincerely tmst that hon. 
members will not devote time to this question­
the vcclnab>e time of this House-when they 
know that no earthly ~ood can come out of it. 
I assure hen. member~ that everything possible 
shall be ckm in order to give these men every 
facility-if they are really entitled to be placed on 
the mll-to get on :tt the next revision court, or 
the following m:e, or w·henever it can be done. 
Cer>·:~inl:·, it does seem to me that the electoral 
registr:cr mu;;t have had some good information 
in his poc ession, because, according to the 
admission of the hon. member himself, six of 
these men were properly notified and are not 
entitled to have their names on the roll. But no 
electoral regi.;trrcr is infallible; he gets the best 
information that he C.cn, and I am f[Uite satisfied, 
until the contrary is proved, that a man does 
his duty according to his lights, and with the 
dAsire to do justice, becaus8 we know that every 
man is innocent until he is prov-ed guilty. That 
is one of the reasons why l say that before con­
dt>nJning, a"i we are invited to dn, and the hon. 
member has been doing, a pnblic officer in the 
execution of his duty, that public officer should 
be heard. 
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HoN. G. THORN (Fass1jem): I must point 
out to the hon. member who moved thi' motion 
that the assurance which has just been given by 
the Home Secretary ought to satisfy him. I 
would also point out to him that a little while 
ago we appointed a Principal Electoral Registrar, 
and I am CJUite sure that if this matter had been 
brought before that officer he would have seen 
justice done. 

Mr. BO\n!AN: I did bring it before him. 
HoN. G. THORN : And if he failed to du 

justice, then the hon. member could have brought 
this matter bE'fore this House. 

The HoME SECHETAl\Y : Hear, hear ! 
An HONOURABLE MEMBER : He has been to 

the Principal Electoral Registrar ::tnd got no 
satisfaction, so what is tbe use <>f going to him? 

Mr. RinD (Enoguer·a): 'The Home Secretary 
has met the hon. member for the \·Varrego in a 
very good spirit, •md I must congratulate him ; 
but he has found fault with the way in which the 
hon. member has brought the matter before tl,is 
House. Now, the peculiarity of the case is the 
strongest argument for bringing it before the 
House in the present form. The h<m. gentlem<>n 
s<>y5 that the hon. member did 11ot come to him 
and get him to make inquiries, but if be had 
done that it is just possible that we would not 
have had the information for a week or two. 

The HoME SECRETARY: You may not get it for 
a week or two now. 

Mr. RF.ID: ·when a question of uublic import. 
ance is brought before the House' there is this 
attained: "While bringing the matter under the 
notice of the hon. gentleman and before the 
House, we let thoce eleetorol registrars and 
assistant electoral registrars in the back 
country know exactly what to do. In this 
instance, the whole spirit of the Elections Act 
has been simply outraged, and I think it is very 
often done. The hon. member, l\h. Bowman, 
and myself visited Duck Creek a few months 
ago. 'l.'be hon. member for Barcoo also went 
there, and he filled up sump claims for these 
men. It has been pointed out that in order to 
get their claims attested--there being no justice 
of the peace in the locality-they had to 
ride lOO miles. Well, some of them were so 
enthusiastic about the quection that they rode 
lOO miles for the purpose of getting their claims 
attested. Some of the claims filled in by the 
hon. member for Barcoo went into J~ulo, which 
is mu~h nearer than Thargomindah ; but, in the 
meantime, the Crown Law Officers, for some 
reason, moved the court from ]~ulo to Thargo­
mindah, and every one of the"'" claims was 
rejected on account of the Crown Law Officers 
having moved the court ham Eulo to Thargo· 
mind a h. 

Mr. LEAHY : They could not get a quorum for 
a court at Eulo. 

Mr. REID : It does not matter whether they 
could get a court 0r not ; the injustice and the 
hardship to these men is just the same. Their 
claims were filled in, and sent in to a prornrly 
constituted court. 

Mr. LEAHY : \V ere these the same 111en ? 
Mr. BowMAN : Three of them are. 
Mr. REID : They sent their cbims in to this 

court; and the hon. member for Bulloo inter­
jected that they could not get a quorum. That 
has nothing to do with these men. The hon. 
member for Bulloo is fully aware of the con­
ditions which these men work under. Their 
claims were thrown out because they could not 
get a quorum at J:i:ulo and the court Leing· moved 
to Thargomindah. \Yhen I and the hon. rnem· 
ber for \V arrego went round and filled in the 
claims, the bon. member for '\Varrego signed 
them, or rather attested them to saYe time. 
Every one of the claims went through the 
court without exception. There was no fault 

found with the qualifications or anything 
else, but three days before the court was to 
be held these men got a notice calling upon 
them to appear in Thargomindah at the 
reviston court. and show why their names 
sbould be kr·pt on the rolL Xow, the point on 
which the' whole strength of their case rests is 
that every assistant electoral registrar shonld 
make inquiries ; but in this case, in my opinion, 
he did not make any inquiries at all, or if he did 
he did not mnke them at the proper source where 
he could get proper information. There is aeon­
stable stationed at Duck Creek, and "'man thm e 
nsked him if tmy inquirie' ha>] been made from 
Thargornindah of him as to the /J()nc' /irlcs of thPse 
men residing at Duck Creek, and the eonstable 
said he had never had any inquiries one way or 
another. The Act gives the electoral registrar 
power, 'vhen he is in any way suspiciom;;, to 1nake 
inquiries, and I would like to pc.int out to the 
Home Secretary, and to those who may he in­
clined to take part with him, that in these back 
!•laces men are treated altogether differently 
to \\hat they are treated in town. Now the 
people in Brisbane, who are within a stone's 
throw of the court, who in a few minutes may 
appear at the court if necessary, are not put to 
all this trouble. I hav•c put in hundreds, perhaps 
thou,ands, of claincs in Brisbane during the last 
ten or twelve years, and I know that when 
claims come in to the Ilrisbane courts, if they 
are signed by a justic .. > of the peace, or even 
under the o1d forrn, it is taken as priuui facie 
evidence that these men are entitled to be on the 
rolL If no objection is lodged, the electoral 
regietrar does not go out of his way to find out 
if this 1nan or that n1an has sent in a wrong 
claim, and he clob n<Jt employ men to make 
inquiries to ascertain whether these men are 
entitled or not. He takes the document, if 
it is signed by a justice of the peace, as suffi­
cient evidence to satisfy him and the court 
that the applicants should he placer! on the roll. 
Therefore, if no one raises an objection, the 

bench take the claim, as attested by 
[·1'30 p.m.] the jmtice of the peace, as evidence 

that the claimant is entitled to have 
his name put on the roll. But when we go to 
some of the backblock electorates we find a 
number of bu.<yboclies who are always willing to 
do what they call "work the oracle" to suit the 
sitting member, even without the sitting member 
asking thf<m to do it, or even without his desiring 
them to do it. These bnsy officials are always 
willing to do these things. 

Mr. GrVEN8: A l•<t of toadies. 
Mr. REID : It is not only in connection with 

the Bullon that this matter crops up. It 
occurs in every electorate right from the Gulf of 
Carpent>tria clown to the border. M"ny of the 
officials in the back blocks seem to think it is their 
duty to strain the law to the very utmost in 
order to prevent men getting their names on the 
roll. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
1\Ir. REID : I find fault with those officials 

for going out of their way to do things that in 
Brisbane no electoral regcstrar attempts to do 
\Vhat makes it so hard in this case is the dis· 
tance theme men have to travel. Look at these 
men on Duck Creek. The Home Secretary 
asked how we knew that their names should be on 
the roll. Well, here is the edclence that they 
arc entitled to he on the roll. Here is an official 
Lloemnent sPnt by the electoral registrar to those 
m<11 on .Duck Creek and received by those men 
thrnugh th~ post. ' Surely that is sufficient 
e "'~iclenc8. 

l\1r. L!<:AHY : How llJany !oave you got? 
1\Ir. REID : Two and tnn-twelve. 
The HOME SECHE'fARY: '\Vhat are those docu­

ments? 
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Mr. REID : Of course there are two in which 
reasons were given why they should not be on the 
roll, but here is a Rpecimen of the other ten. It 
says-

T~tke notice that youre1aim to have your name placed 
on the roll for the electoral district of Bnlloo, rrhargo­
mindah division, has been rejected by the registration 
court because you have not appeared HllOn being called 
upou to prove yonr qualification. 

The Ho~IE SECRE~'AHY : The registration court 
could do nothing else. 

J\Ir. REID: I claim that the registration court 
had no right to call upon these men to appear. 

The HmiE SECRE'l'AHY : The registration court 
did not ask that. 

Mr. ltEID: \V ell, somebody did. 
The H01IE SECHETAHY : Exactly. 
Mr. REID: And that is just the very point I 

wish to get ; and now that the hon. gentlemen is 
in his place, I will repeat what I oaid before. 

'l'he HOME SECRETARY : I was listening to you 
all the time. 

Mr. REID : In Brisbane they take the signa­
ture of the attesting justice as evidence that a 
man is cmtitled to be on the roll, but away out 
in the back blocks, where it is sometimes an 
utter impossibility for a man to attend the 
registration court-as it was in the present in­
stance-men claiming a vote are called upon to 
attend. They did not get the fourteen days' 
notice to which they were entitled. The mail 
was only delayed two days through a heavy 
shower, but the men only got the no~ices three 
clays before the registration court sat at Thar­
gomindah, and even if they had packed up their 
swng~ at once, they could not have got there in 
time. 

'l'he HmrE SECI\E'IAHY: Do you not think we 
ought to hear what the electoral registrar has to 
say about it? 

Mr. REID : I hold that the electoral registrar 
had absolutely no right to send these notices to 
the men at all. It is not done in Brisbane, 
where a man has only a stone's throw to go to 
the court, and why should t~Jese men have been 
asked to ride lOO miles, and in a season like 
this, when it was an impossibility to get a horse, 
especially as they asked the constable who was 
acting as registrar at Duck Creek whether any 
inquiries had been made, and he said "No "? 
It is going against the law to do that, because if 
I lodge an objection against a man I am com­
pelled to deposit 5s., and also post the man whose 
name I object to notice that I am objecting. In 
this case that was not done, so where did the 
electoral registrar get his information? 

The Hmm SECHETAHY : He may have known 
of his own knowledge. 

An HoNOURABLE MEliiBEI\: They were 100 
miles awav. 

Mr. REID : I deny that he knew it of his own 
knowledge, because these men were at Duck 
Creek when they received the notices. I have a 
let,ter from one of them, and I say that if they 
received the notices at Duck Creek, it is a con­
firmation of the statement that the men were on 
the field, and therefore proper inquiries could 
not have been made. My reason for getting up 
is to point out that the spirit of the -·\.et has 
been violated in these outside place~, although 
during the last two or three years, since the 
appointment of the Principal Electoral Registrar, 
there has been no fault to find with its adminis­
tration in town, and I ask that the Home Secre­
tary will see that it is carried out in the same 
way in the outside districts. So far from any 
apology being necessary for moving- the adjourn­
ment of the House to call attention to this 
matter, I think it was a proper step to take. 
The Home Secretary s:tid that if the matter had 
been r6ported to him he would have made 
inquiries. 

The Ho1m SBCRJ<;~'ARY : I said that we should 
have got proper information then. 

Mr. REID: If the hon. gentleman had been 
waited upon he could not have restored those 
men to the rolL 

The HOliiE SECRETARY : Will this? 
:\fr. HEIJl : By dii;cussing it in the House, 

and getting the opinion of the hon. gentleman 
as to the administration of the Act, theoe men 
will get official information that they would not 
have receivetl otherwise, and which they are very 
much in need of. I am very ghtl the Home 
Secmtary has Eaid that he will make inquiries, 
and I wccs alw glad to hear him 'ay that, if he 
possibly could, he would restore th"e men to the 
roll, but that is an utter im]JlJs,sibility. 

The HmiE SJwmcTARY: They have neY<er been 
on the roll. I said nothing· about restDl'ing them 
to the rolL 

Mr. REID : The hun. gentleman said that if 
it was proved to him that an injustice lmcl been 
done he would see that their claims were put 
before the court. The hon. gentlem"'n may say 
that, but it cannot be clm1e. The hardship is 
th"'t these men are 100 miles from any jnstice of 
the peace, and, unless one happens to visit the 
field, they wili be disiranchised, and, ao the 
federal elections are coming on, they will be 
deprived of an opportunity of voting for the 
return of t.he hon. member for Bulloo, or who­
ever likes to stand for that district for the 
Federal Parliam,.nt. The whole spirit of the 
Act has been outraged in a way that it will very 
likely take twelve months to repair, and tht1t is 
one reason why I am glad the Home Secretary 
has said that he will do his b,, st to get the matter 
set right. One case that I wish to c:1ll particular 
attention ·,o is that of a man who has been 
employed by the storekeepPr at Duck Creek for 
three years. He has be<"n behind the counter 
and keeping the books, and he has never been off 
the field at all, except when he may have had to 
go to Cunnarnulhl nn busineH. The olher men 
may have gone to Koriot, but this man never left 
Duck Creek, and yet his claim was rejected 
as weil as the others, and for the e:1me reason. 
The whole question then is, not only that 
attention shoulrl be drawn to the position in 
which these men hC!Vb been placed, but that the 
attention of outside electoral registrars should be 
drawn to the custom adopted in big centres, that 
when a claim is :1ttested by a justice of the peace 
it should be sufficient evidence that the men are 
entitled to have their names put on the roll. 
That was the spirit and intention of the House 
in putting the provision in the Act to avoid roll­
stuffing. It seems to me that some of tbem seem 
to make up their minds to put as many blocks as 
possible in the way of men in the back country 
getting their nam~os on the rolls. Knowing thH 
hard conditions under which they live, the bard­
ships they have to go through, and the fact 
that they are stopping out to develop 
tlw back country, and are sending things in 
to keep the towns living, I think those men ought 
to be even more libemlly considered in this 
matter than the men of the towns are. The 
whole evidence goes to show that the blame is 
due to people trying to be just a little too 
oflicious. I can hardly blame the electoral 
registrar, Mr. Zillman; I do not know that 
gentleman, but I do know that Mr. Daly has 
Seen in the dii'trict, and that if he had been 
anxious to mnke inquirie:-) no one jn the district 
knew better than that ame gentleman where to 
make them. He knew he had a constable at 
Duck Creek, and could have sent to him to know 
if those tHen were at the Creek. It would have 
settled it if the constable reported that the men 
had gone. 

Mr. LEAHY: Y on know nothing about it but 
what somebody told you. 
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Mr. REID: vVe know that some of the men 
who were rejected waited upon this constable, 
and I have no reason to believe that the>e men 
have been telling untruths. That constable 
stationed at Duck Creek is a Government official, 
and the proper course was to have asked him to 
supply the information, but the· information we 
have is that he was not consulted one \1 ay or the 
other. The matter 'eem" simply a conspiracy to 
deprive these men of their vote,. I do not know 
whether it is because the toadying- otticials in 
that eleetomte were trying to do a smoodge to 
the hem. member for Bulloo-, but I know the hon. 
member himself would not take such a mean 
and contemptible advantage to deprive these 
men of their votes. I think the electoral 
registrars should be instructed by the Home 
Secretary tu cctrry out the spirit of the Act in 
the same wav as it is carried out in the towns. 

Mr. LEAHY (Bulloo) : I do not know why I 
should spc 1k on this question at all, but the 
mover of the motion for the adjournment made 
some references to myself, and it being in my elec­
torate, it is perhaps due to h"n. members that I 
should say a word or two uvon the subject. I 
had not the advantage of hearing what the hon. 
nlelnber for \V arrego hat1 to Ra.y, a:-:; lte wa::; three­
parts through his speech when I er1tered the 
Chamber. 'i'hat was owing to the fact tlmt I 
did not know the hon. 111en1ber w:.ts going to 
move the motion to-day. He did n1e the courtesy 
last week, when me8ting me in the street, of tell­
ing me it \Vas hit:; intention to introduce the 
motion some day last week--I think \Vednesday, 
the day mentioned by the Home Secretary. I 
think he told me the substance of what he 
intended to say, so that I probably know as 
much a Lout it as if I had heard his speech. I 
was in my place in the House on the day he 
mentioned, and when the usual time for moving 
the adjournment had pa~sed I s::tid to the Home 
Necretary, "How is it the hon. member for 
\Varrego has not moved the adjonmment of the 
House'!" He said, "I do not know," and I •aid 
it was probably owing to the fact that in the 
conversation he had with me I advised him to 
get all the information, facts, and figmes on the 
subject before he brought it up in the Home, so 
that he would not be going on hecLrsay, but 
having full information on the subject from the 
comtituted authorities he wou1d know what to 
say, and would be in a better position to deal 
with it. Everyone will admit that that was 
proper ad vice to give the hon. member, and I 
thought he had decided to follow that course, 
I got a little information upon the matter 
myself by sending a brief telegram, to which I 
got a few words in reply. IVIy attention has 
been called to the fact that a statement has been 
made in the House to-day that the hon. member 
for vVarreg-o sent me word by another hon. 
member that he would move tbe adjournment 
of the House to-day. I think that is not correct. 
\Vhat is referred to I think is that I met the 
hon. memLtr for J£noggera in the train, as I 
often happen to do, and I asked him how it was 
the hon. member for vVarrego had nut brought 
forwar<l his motion. The hon. member gave 
some reason-I do not know what it was-­
but he added : "He C'annot bring it on before 
Tuesday." I think tk1t is what occurred. 

1\fr. REID: Hear, hear ! 
l\Ir. Ll£A HY: The hon. member never told 

rr1e that he 'vas guing to bring it on on Tues­
day, but that for sor11e reaoon he could 
not bring it on before TnFoday. If I had 
known it was to be brought on 'I should have 
been in my place. I was glad to hear tb at 
neither the hon. member fur \Varregn nor the 
hon. mernber for Enoggera 111ade any charge 
against myself in this matter. On the contrary, 
the hon. mPmber for Enogc:era, who does not 

know much of me, but who has been through a 
great deal of the South-western part of the 
colony, and has come in contact with men who 
do know me, and probably based his opinions 
upon what they have said, would not charge me 
with doing anything of the kind. I absolutely 
know nothing at all about it. I should like to 
see every man in Queensland on the roll who is 
entitled to be on it. 'rhat is the law and we 
have a right to give assistance to carry out the 
law. But we have an equally good right to see 
that the law is not violated. \Ve have appointed 
certain officers to perform certain duties, and so 
far as I can gather there is no definite charge 
made against any person in .this case-:either the 
electoral registrar, the pres1dmg magistrate, or 
anyone else. 

Mr. BowMAN: I blamed the :wting electoral 
registrar. 

Mr. LEAHY : If the acting electoral registrar 
has been in fault, it should be very easy to 
find it out and sheet it home to him. But we 
will take an abstract case. Suppose any electoral 
registrar has reason to believe tbat certain per­
sons whose claims to be registered a: electers for 
a district are not resident in the district, it is his 
bounden duty under the Act to give notice to 
those men. I am not saying it is a right thing 
at all. That is beside the question. It may be 
entirely wrong, but a policeman has no right to 
say that what Parliament has done is wrong, 
and that he will put it right himself. 'I'here may 
be hardships in these cases, but a pohccman 
ccrrying out his duty in the form in whi~h this 
Parliament has said it shall be carried out Is only 
doing his "duty as the servant of this House and of 
the country, and is a commendable officer. If 
he does not carry out tris duty under the Act,, he 
is blameworthy. Before we can do anythmg 
then we must get at the facts. It has not been 
stated that the officer in this case did not carry 
out his duty under the Act ; but that sufficient 
time was not aiven the people to whom notice 
was sent. I h.;:'d a look at one of the notices just 
now for the first time, and they appear to have 
been properly sent. I should like to know if 
hon. members have any of the envelopes in which 
those notices were sent. 

Mr. Bow;HAN: I wish we had. Ten days from 
Thargomindah to Duck Creek is rather long. 

n1r. LEAHY : If we had them we could see 
at once if they were posted in proper time, but 
so far as we can judge everything is in order 
according to the statute. I do not think hon. 
members dispute that. 

Mr. REm : I do. 
Mr. LEAHY: The hon. member for Enog­

gera disputes it. I do not think he really does. 
He says something about the spirit of the Act. 
Now, what a lovely time we would have if we 
allowed the JJolice to consider what the spirit of 
the Act was.- The hon. m ern ber says that there 
should be one law for the back country and 
another for the towns. I do not think there 
should be any laxity in the administration of 
the law in the back country. I think the law 
should be c~rried out to the fullest extent every­
where. If a man is entitled to go on the roll 
he should go on it, and no person should have 
the right to keep him off. I think this busi­
ness is a very undesirable one to occupy our 
attention from one point of view, because we 
have not the facts before us on which to base 
a judgment. As the Home t:lecretary says, the 
hon. member·s statement is altogether C' parte. 
And it is the worst form of an ex pctTtc state­
ment. Ex parte means that you have the facts 
of one side of the case before you, but we have 
no facts at all in this case. The hon. member 
merely says that someone told him certain things, 
and that is what he has brought before the 
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House. Let me review some of the other state­
ments which have been made. It was cited as a 
case of hardship that these men had been put on 
the roll some time ago at l<~ulo, and through 
a shuffling of the boundaries of the electorate 
they bst their right to the franchise. The hon. 
member for \Varrego says that there were only 
three of these sttrne persons who are concerned 
in the other case, so that from that point of 
view his case falls to the ground. The question 
of the change of boundaries has come before 
this House before. It happened at that t,ime 
that a certain numller of men were put on at 
the registration court at Eulo, where there is 
no police magistrate. The police magistrate of 
Cunnamulla goes there when he can. The fact 
was that certain men could not get on the roll at 
Eulo at all, and application was made by the 
miners in the Thargomindah district to have the 
boundaries altered. The boundaries of the petty 
sessions district and the mineral district did not 
agree, and I understood that the police and the 
officers of the Crown were agreeable to the two 
boundaries being made conterminous. It would 
fa~ilitate matters if the boundary was made 
common to the two districts, and as there was a 
police magistmte at 'rhargomindah the electoral 
ca,es could be adjudic:1ted upon there. The 
hon. member has ~hown himself tha.t several of 
the persons concerned had left the district, so the 
regi.,trar was right to a certain extent. 

Mr. HEm: Right to a limited extent. 
Mr. LEAHY: The hon. member mentions 

six claims and ten claims. That makes sixteen, 
and as be admits that the registrar was right as to 
six, that leaves only ten. The probability is 
that they could be accounted for also if we had 
the evidence on the other side. But we have no 
evidence on that point. It would be a most 
serious reflection upon the police magistrate at 
Thargomindah if he had not got at the true 
facts of the case. I believe that gentleman was 
appointed only four or five weeks ago. I never 
met him in my life, and would not know him 
from the proverbial crow if I did see him; but 
D.t all events he went to Thargornindah some 
short time ago and formed a court. The gentle­
man who adjudicated in theee cases was lYir. 
Zillman, who was only in Thargomindah ten 
days or a fortnight before these cases came on. 
He knew nothing at all about them, but having 
been a relieving police magistrate it is to be pre­
sumed that he knew something of his business, 
for he must have been discharging similar duties 
in many other parts of the colony in which he 
has acted as relieving police magistrate. It is 
absurd, therefore, to suppose that that gentleman 
did not know his business. It would be a very 
serious reflection upon him to say that he did 
nnt. 

1\Ir. REm : It all depends upon the informa­
tion laid before him. 

Mr. LEAHY: It is his dut.y to see that com­
plete information is placed before him by the 
responsible officer. I am dealing now simply 
with the abstract question. We have nothing 
else before us but the abstract question ; but I 
presume if we wished to pick a man who was 
capable of investigating cases of this sort we 
would pick a relieving police magistrate. That 
is the man who was chosen in this case. He is a 
public 'ervant, and he has no interest in making 
anything but a proper inquiry into any cases that 
may come before bim. 

Mr. REm : The local constable supplied the 
information. 

Mr. LEAHY: I suppose he asked the local 
constable whether the law had been complied 
with. A man named Daly is the local constable, 
and I know he has the reputation of being a 
first-class constable in the \Vestern country, and 
that he has brought a great many criminals to 

justice. I believe also that he is a very intelli­
gent man, and gives the fulkot satisfaction in 
the discharg-e of his duties. Since this matter 
cropped up I h,we called at the Police Depart­
ment to inrjuire about this mau, and I am told 
that he has an al.,olutely clean sheet. That 
goes to show that he must be a capable man. I 
know nothing aJJ,mt the merits of this c:cse at 
all, but I do know that before anybody is in 
a potiitinn to go into mwh a, cv.se it is nec?r-3::\ary to 
have something more than mere bald a>sertions 
to go UlJOn. 

Mr. Bow:>IAN: There :1re the ·,t.atements of 
the men. \Vhat more do you want? 

Mr. LEAHY: They may be all right as far as 
they go, but I give the hon. member the advice 
that I have been glad to take myself. There are 
two things you should ne.ver forget to do-to 
wind your watch :.et night and to verify your 
facts. I ask the hon. member has he verified his 
facts? So far as I can judge there was no 
imrm·diate hurry over this matter. As a matter 
of fact the mformation which the hon. mem­
ber h~s given us this afternoon I know has been 
in his hand" for nine or ten days, so that it could 
not have been a " matter of urgent puhlic 
irnportance." If it is, then the hon .. mernber 
should have moved the adjournment of the 
House lm16 agu. 

:Mr. BO\DJAl'(; I could not bring it forward 
before. 

:\Ir. LBAHY: \Vhat was to stop the hon. 
n1ernber, bringing it on a \-Veek ago'? 

J'.fr. BO\D!AN: The Speaker can give yuu the 
reason. 

11r. LEAHY: I think the Home ~ecretary 
made a very fair o(fer when he said that he 
would inquire into the matter. That is the 
proper thing to do, llnt I must say-and I say it 
reluctantly-that I do not think inquiry is so 
necessary as the hon. member says. [ think he 
found it necessary to go into the case in the 
intere;;ts of his cause. It wa' necessary to s.ty 
to the people in the back country, "I will show 
you how I will put things right when I go 
down." I do not know what the hon. member 
has to do with my electorate, though I know 
the hon. member for Toowong knows a good 
deal about other members' electorates. 

Mr. BO\DL\.:i': Y on know pretty nearly all 
tbat goes on in y"ur electorate. 

Mr. LEAHY : I like to be in touch with my 
electorate, and that is the difference between 

myself and the hon. member. 
[ii p. m.] At all events, I think this is an 

unfair mode of procedure. I know 
a great many people in the back country 
think members of Parliament can say : "Oh, 
well, if so-and-so-if public officers don't do what 
we wish them to do, we will report them, and 
their estimates will have a li;·ely time going 
through the House." That would be a nice 
position to take with regard t.o our Crvil sen ants. 
I cannot understand an hon. member sctying such 
a thing, but we have ht1.d repeated evidence in 
this Chamber of that. 

Mr. McDoNALD: That is an ex pcutc state­
ment. 

Mr. LJ<;_\..HY : No, it is not. I don't say it is 
a fact. I only said a great many people think 
so. \Vhen I meet bon. members on the other 
side, I bdiev.e their word ns readily as I believe 
the word of hon. members on this side; but they 
sometimes get hold of a political fad and pursue 
it without regard to the justice of the case, tu a 
g;~,ater extunt than bun. merPuers on this >ide 
do. I think, in view of the fact that we have 
very important bnsiness tu get th.rough, tl:at 
there should be no nwre discuss10n on ttns 
nwtion. I would not lmve spoken if I had nut 
been specially alluded to, and I think the matter 
should be allowed to stand over until we ha Vt: 
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the information which the Home Secretary has 
referred to. No election can take place for 
fiftpen or eighteen months. 

Mr. REm : \Vha• a bone the federal elections? 
Mr. LEAHY: The hon. member makes a 

great mistake if he thinlu that people in 
these outside districts take a great interest in the 
federal elections. It will he mmething like the 
federal referennnm we had la,t year, when it 
was seen that the peop1P <•ut,ie~c' did not take 
such a vast interest iu these pclitim>l matters 
that some people think they ')"· I am t?!d that 
when tbe bun. meJHberl:i fur l'..noggern, 11 lrnder>3, 
and \Vatrego go into the bccck country they make 
things prc·tty warru---iu fad-, red hot---during the 
time tlwy stay there; but after tiwy. helVe .gone 
the men 'ettle down quietly tu therr orclmary 
avocation:-:, and everything i:; ~~ttiKfactory. I 
understand that my limit of time is almost up, 
and I hope we shall not have any more of this 
bu~iness. I say that when members have such 
matters to bring before the House they obould 
arm themselves with facts and figures, so that, 
instead of y, 1sting the time of the Hon'ce, we may 
be able to deal with the subjects in a satisfactory 
manner. 

Mr. DAWSON (Clwrtcrs ToiCC?'s): I desire to 
make a few ohservations lm thi' motion, and I 
would draw hun. mentber,;' attention to the line 
of defence taken up by hon. members who have 
disagree l with the motion of the hon. member 
for 'iVarrego. The Hon,e Secretary-who is 
concerned, as he is the 11inister in charge of the 
particular department v.hich this matter con­
cerns-and the hon. men1ber for Bulloo-whose 
district this matter relates to--ba,-e both adopted 
the Rame line of defence: that the hon. mem­
ber for \V arrego is guilty of a g1·oss act of 
injustice in ventilating this grievance by n1oving 
the adjournment of the Houee. But time after 
time it l111s been the cusl:om, when a mem­
ber has a grievance on behalf of any people, 
that be should ventilate that grievamB imme­
diately by giving notice to the 8peaker that he 
will n,ove the adjournment of the Houee to call 
attention to the m'ttter. Bnt the hem. member 
has done more than is required by the Standing 
Orders. 

l\Ir. LEAHY: Hecu, hear! l\Iore than is re­
quired. 

Mr. RRID : He took the nece8~ary precaution 
to notify the Home Secretary and the hon. mem­
ber for Bulloo that he intended to move the 
adjournment of the House on this matter. 

Mr. r~RAHY: How does it concern me? 
Il1r. DA IVSON: As member for the dir;trict 

referred to, and, as such, I think the hem. member 
should try and prqtect these men against injus­
tice. The hun. member for \Varrego has done 
everything that is required, and even more than 
that. If he has erred, he has erred on the side 
of generosity and fairpl:ty. I would like to point 
out that tl:ie Home Secretary said he did not 
know this motion was coming on this afternoon; 
but the hon. gentleman cm ned up that he was 
notified that the adjournment of the House was 
going to .be rrwved. 

The Hmn: SEOHE'rARY : On a particular day. 
Mr. DA WSOX : He knew distinctly that it 

was the intention of the hem. member for 
\Varrego to move the adjournment of the House 
on this- matter. 

The Hmm SEUitR'L\HY: On \Vednesdaylast. 
Mr. DA \VSON : The hon. ~entleman must 

know that if it dic1nflt come off on 'iVednesday, 
it 'vemld be moved at a very early date. 

The HOME SECHKrAHY: No. I thought the 
contrary. 

Mr. DA WSON : It is a pity that the hon. 
gentleman has not taken advantage of his experi­
ence. Does the hon. gentleman mean to say that 

if I notified him that I would move the adjourn­
ment of the House on a particular day, and I 
did not do so on tba.t day, that I had abandoned 
my intention? 

Mr. LEAHY: He might have been informed to 
the contrary. 

Mr. DA \VSOK: He did not say that. 
The HOME SECRETARY : I did so. I was told 

that the matter had dropped. 
Mr. DA \VSON: The hon. member for 

\V arre«o never intimated to the Home Secrebry 
that 11<:' had abandoned his intention of moving 
tlw adjournment of the House. !n th_is connec­
tion the bon. member for Bulloo mterJected that 
the hon. member for \Varrego mid, "probably." 

The Hom; 8ECUETARY : I understood tha~ the 
matter had been abandoned. 

Mr. DA WSON: If the hem. gentleman had 
his wits about him, knowing how keenly hon. 
members on this side feel on these matters, he 
would know that they were not likely to abandon 
a case of this description. He would know that 
when it was brought forward we would make ~s 
public and as sharply as we could the wa}~ m 
which his office is administered. 

The Hmm SECRE'rAHY : I could not have had 
the full reports. 

Mr. DA \VSON: The hon. gentleman stated 
that Mr. Zillman is in town. Could not he have 
got a report from him while he was in ~own ? 
He was the most prominent man on the tl'Ibun:<l 
in the district referred to. I presume that he d1d 
the hon. gentleman the courtesy of calling at his 
office when he was in town, following the usual 
practice. 

:Mr. LEAHY: I believe he was the only member 
on the tribunal. 

Mr. DA\VSON: The hon. gentleman knew 
this important matter was coming on, and that 
lYir. Zillman wa& in town, and yet he never asked 
him anvt bing about the matter. 

'rhe Hmm SECHETARY: I sent for him. 
Mr. DA \VSON: Did the hon. gentleman 

interview him ? 
The Hmm SRORETARY : I believe the message 

miscarried. I did all I could. 
Mr. DA WSON: I believe that in the Ecluca­

tion Department it is a rule that is rigorously 
enforced that when an officer comes to town he 
haR to l'Pf" •rt himself to the Under Secretary. 

The Ro;~rE SEORKl'AHY : This officer called 
upon me before I knew anything at all about 
this husiness, this day week, I think-two days 
before I heard of the matter. 

Mr. DA WSON: The hon. gentleman, and the 
hon. member for Bulloo, complain that the hon. 
member for \V arrego made an e.c pa !'te statement, 
and that they bad no eYidence before them that 
what the hon. member stated was true. I 
noticed that neither of those hon. me m hers took 
the trouble to reply to the statements that were 
made by the hon. member for \Varrego. I shoul? 
like those hon. members to say-they can do 1t 
easily by interjection-whether the statements 
made by the hon. member for \Varrego are cor­
rect or not. 

The HoiiiE SEORRTAHY: How do we know? 
That is what we want to know. 

Mr. DA WSOK: The hon. member stated that 
twenty claims of uon'1 fidf residents on Duck 
Creek had been rejected. Is that true or not?. 

The Hmm SJWRETARY : Probably that IS 

correct, but whether they were rightly rejected 
is the point. 

Mr. DA WSON: '\Veil. if the hon. gentleman 
admits that they have berm rejected, that is one 
point established in favour of the hon. member. 

The HoME SECRETARY : No. 
Mr. DA WSON : It is certainly one point 

established in his favour, and it shows that the 
officers under the bon. gentleman are not doing 
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their duty according to the Electoral Act, and 
that they are guilty of gross injustice to citizens 
of this colony. 

The HoMll SllORllTARY : Certainly not. 
Mr. DA \VSON: The hon member for vVarrego 

also stated that the men had been long enough 
on Duck Creek to qualify for a vote, and that 
some of them had actually been there for two 
years, and had never left the electorate. Another 
statement made by the hon. member-probably 
the most serious of the whole lot, and no attempt 
lias been made to reply to it, either by the hon. 
member for Bulloo, or the Minister--

Mr. LEAHY : I did not hear what the hon. 
member said at the start. 

l\Ir. DA vVSON: The hon. member heard this 
particular statement, and that is, that the 
colonists who reside :>t Duck Creek are obliged, 
according to the administration of the Rome 
Of!ice, to proceed lOO miles to prove their claim 
to have :1 right to vote. 

.Mr. LEAHY : That is not right. 
Mr. DA WSON : That is one of the most 

important points that has been raised by the h<m. 
member for \Varrego, and I certainly think that 
both the Minister and the hon. member for 
Bulloo should have addressed themselves to that 
matter. 

The HOME SECRE'rARY: Supposing I did not 
know? I have no knowledge of the matter. 

Mr. DA WSOX: Surely the hon. gentleman 
has officers in his department who could ascertain 
that information for him very rapidly ! The hon. 
member who repre<ents the district probably 
knows all about it, and I ask him now what is 
the distance from Duck Creek to Thargomindah? 

Mr. LllAHY: I had many things to say, but I 
had exhausted my twenty minutes, and i had to 
sit down. 

Mr. DA \VSON: The h<m. member knows 
that if he deoires to sa.y anything further on a 
motion of this kind he can ask the permission of 
the House to do so, and that the House is 
always courteous enough to give the member for 
the district that permission. 

Mr. LJ<;AHY: \V ell, you get permission for me 
now. 

Mr. DA vVSON: I have no objection whatever 
to sit down now, and allow the hon. member to 
reply to that statement in my time. I say it is a 
very good thing that the hon. memberfor vVarrego 
brought this ma>,ter up, if it was only for that 
one point. That is one of the hest reasons why 
the adjournment of the House should be moved, 
because after this debate the public will know 
all about this business. Here are men out in the 
far \Vestern portion of the country endeavoming 
to ereate an industry that will be a benefit, not 
only tc themselves, but also to other people in 
the colony, and they are so treated by the 
authorities of the colony that they are not 
recognised as citizens, but have to go 100 miles 
to prove that they have a right to vote in any 
election in the colony, and the department is so 
administered that three days' notice is given 
them to go that lOO miles. 

Mr. LEAHY: Isn't there a magistrate at 
Dundoo? 

Mr. BowMAN: N,), he's not sworn in. 
Mr. DA \"!SON: I say that is one of the most 

scandalous miscarriages of ju'stice that have 
happened under our electoral law. vVe have 
had to complain times out of number about the 
action of public officers in connection with the 
administration 0f the electoral law, but in my 
opinion there has been no worse cause of corn· 
plaint than this one in which men are given 
three days' notice to go lOO miles in to Thargo. 
mindah to prove that they are legally entitled to 
vote for the election of a men1ber of tnis Chamb0r. 
If the hon. gentleman would run a tram, or a 
train, or a balloon, or a private rail way there the 

men could get into town as long as the train, 
or the tram, or the balloon did not bre:1k down. 
Hon. members may think that the men could 
get there by coach, but I understttnd that there 
is no coach. In any Cccse the men might not 
have the coach bre, and if they have not horses 
they could not get there; they would have to 
tramp in. I c ~r'.ainly think the whole depart­
ment wants sinking up, [l,!ld that it is the duty 
of the :\Iinister to shake up every one of his 
subordimtte officers, and see that every citi7,en 
of this colony is aecorded a fair and reasonable 
opportunity of getting his name on the roll, and 
of keeping it on when it is there. 

The Hmm SllCllE'I'AI\Y: I will not condemn 
officers unhear<l. 

Mr. DA WSON.: In any case, if the depart­
ment do not do their duty, it is the duty of the 
member representing the district to see that the 
department doeo do it, or to e"~pose th0 depart­
ment for no' doinfj its duty. If the member 
concerned dnes not do th:>t, then the member re­
presenting the neighbourinf( electorate is justified 
in taking up the matter. If any of the citi7,ens 
of Charters Towers are not properly treated by 
the dep:>rtment, I regurd 1t as my duty to see tlmt 
justice is meted out to them, no matter what 
political opinions they may hold, and that is 
the duty of the hon. member for Bulloo. """s [l, 
matter of fact, the department has not been so 
~adly neglectful in obtaining information as wme 
hon. members would try to make us believe; 
they have a lot of information in their posses­
sion, for thi' kind of injustice has been going 
on for years past. This is not the first com­
plaint by any means, and the claims of some 
of the people cJncarned in this c•,;e have been 
rejected several times, and no effort has been 
made by the hon. member who represents the 
district to get a magistr:1te rea"mably near 
enough for those men to get their cbims attested. 
A little while ago the men had to go a shorter 
distance, to Eulo, but the dep,·rtment wipe<l 
that out as a place for a registmtion court, and 
1nade thern gl) to Thargorniudah. 

The Hmm SllCRllTARY: 'I'hat was done for the 
benefit of the men, I understand. 

Mr. DA WSON :I am sure it was not done for 
the benefit of the men. 

The Hmm SllORJ<;TARY : They could not get a 
conrt together in l~nlo. 

Mr. JJA \VSON: If my house was taken 
from me within balf-a·wile of thio House, 
and I as compelled to go a greater dis­
tance, 1 should not think it a very great 
benefit, pa.rticularlv after 12 o'clock at mght. 
The speech of the h;m. gentleman this afternoon, 
I n1ay say, was :J. very fiUrprising one to rne. 
Here i" the member for the district of \Varrego, 
lV[r. Bowrn~tn, the Inember for Enoggeni., a, Bri~­
bane electorate, and the member fur the Barcoo, 
a Central Queensland electorate, know all about 
this busine,s. They have got the information 
from A to Z, and here the Home Secretary, in 
charge uf that department, confessedly does not 
know anything :tbout it; and the member for the 
district, himself, makes the same humiliating 
confessio11. 

Mr. LK~HY : That is not true. 
Mr. DA WSON: The hon. member did. 
The Honlll SEOHE'l'ARY: It is not true with 

regard to me. 
Mr. DA \V SON": It appc.us to me, then, thrtt 

I must be getting into the condition of not being 
able to under,tand the English langu ·ge, or the 
English language as it is spoken by these hon. 
members, anrl yet I think I am just as cap:1blo of 
benefiting hy experience a-s those hem. we1n berR, 
and I have had a vet·y large and I may say a 
very varied experience of those hon. gentlemen 
in this Chamber. What more e,;pecially empha­
sises th€ complaint made by the hon. member 
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for IV arrego is a statement made by the 
Hon. the Home Secretary himself before he 
concluded his remarks. He stated that these 
men at Duck Creek were not the only one,; 
who had been inconvenienced so far as the 
administration of the electoral law is con­
cerned ; that he, himself, in an effort to get 
registered as a voter, only received notice from 
the conrt, or the re;(istrar, to prove his claim 
three days after the court had sat. Now, in my 
opinion, that confeRsion by the hon. gentleman 
was an absolute proof of the want of adminis­
trative power in the department over which he 
presides. 

Mr. LEAHY : He did not say so. 
Mr. DA IVSOX : The hon. gentleman, a 

Minister of the Crown, the hEad of the depart­
ment, gets notice to prove his claim three days 
after the court has adjudicated upon it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was my own fault. 
I did not get it, for I was away. 

Mr. DA IVSON: 'rhe hon. gentleman did not 
state that. 

J\Ir. McDoNALD : y·ou were not struck off. 
The Hmm SEORETAI\Y: No, I was not struck 

off-I was not put on. 
J\Ir. DA IVSOX : There is another case. The 

Premier of the colony, the most important man 
in the public life of the colony, states that he 
was twice struck off in that particular wav. 

The PnE~IIEl\: By some of your friends·, too. 
Mr. DA IYSON: Now, if a man occupying a 

position such as is occupied by· the Hon. the 
Premier, or a man occupying such a position as 
that occupied by the Home Secretary, gets 
s\;rnck off-the one twice, and the other once--

The HmJE s~;CRETARY: Not struck off. 
Mr. DA WSON: And they are in a city, within 

train reach--
The HOM:E SECRETARY : I beg to rise to 

a point of order. 
Mr. DA WSON: I have the chair, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: Order ! The Home Secre­

tarY is entitled to stftt.e his point of order. 
The HOi\I:E SECEETARY: The hon. mem-

ber has mis<[uoted me. 
Mr. DAWHON: That is not:> point of order. 
The SPEAKBR : Order ! 
The HO:\IE SECRETARY: I did not say, 

I repeat--
Mr. MuDONALD: I rise to a point of order. 

The hon. gentleman is not stating a point of 
order; he is making a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle­
man is entitled to state his point of order. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I said that I 
did not say that I had been struck off the 
roll. I have repe1ted that, hut the hon. member 
still persists in saying that I did say it. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is bound 
to accept the r!enial of another hon. member. I 
now draw the attention of the hon. member for 
Charters Towers to the feet that he hits already 
exceeded the time limit allowed by the Standing 
Orders. 

::\fr. LEAHY: With the permission of the 
House, I would like to make a personal explana­
tion. 

Mr. DA IV SON: Then I shall want another 
five minutes. I ask the indulgence of the House 
for e.nother five minutes. Does anybody object? 

The SPEAKER : I must point out to the hon. 
member that if an hon. member exceeds the 
time limit allowed by the rule, it is usual for the 
Speaker to call attenticn to the fact. If the hon. 
member then wishes to continue speaking he 
should appeal to tbe House, and it is for the 
House, to say whether he shall do so or not. But 
there must be no general claim to a right to 
depart from the t:ltanding Order in this respect. 

HoNOUl\ABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. DA vVSON: I did wish O:lefore I concluded 
to touch upon some other points, but I will not 
indulge myself. I was trying to point out that 
the Home Secretary had been struck off the roll, 
but I find that was a wrong expression. 'What 
I ought to have said was that he did not succeed 
in getting on the roll. The Premier stated, by 
way of interjection, that he was twice struck off 
the roll, and the puint I wish to make is this : 
That a man, if living in the centre of population, 
with every convenience to get to court, and 
every facility afforded to him by way of finding 
magistrates to attest his claim, provide wit­
nesses to show that he is the person who has made 
the claim, and also by virtue of the prominent posi­
tion held by the hon. g•mtleman-if he suffers the 
disability of being twice struck off the roll, how 
much worse is the case of the unfortunate citizen 
living away out in a place like Duck Creek, and 
how much more necessary is it f,,r the depart­
ment presided over by the Hon. the Home Secre· 
tary to exercise greater vigilance to see that 
justice is done to these unfortunate people. 

Mr. LEAHY (Bulloo): vVith the permission 
of the House I would like to make a personal 
explanation. 

Mr. DAWSON: Hear, hear! 
Mr. LEAHY : I would like to say a word or 

two of personal explanation in reply to the 
charge the hon. member for Charters Towers 
has made-that I have neglected the interests of 
these men, ina,mtwh as that I did not see that 
they were provided with a magistrate. I would 
point out to the House that these opal district:; 
are divided intn two groups-one called Duck 
Creek and one called Yowah. Dnndoo lies about 
thirty miles from Duck Creek. I represented to 
the Government that it was desirable to have a 
magistrate appointed at Yowah, where the men 
came to get their mails at that particular time, 
and a magistrate was appointed on my nomina­
tion. I believe he has left there, because every­
thing is dead on that station. I don't know 
whether there is anyone on the station now. 

Mr. BoWMAN : Mr. Gardiner is manager there 
now. 

J\1r. LEAHY : At any rate, there is a place 
called Dundoo,. about twenty-five miles from 
Duck Creek. I want to call the attention of 
hon. members to the fact of there being a place 
within twenty-five miles, as against the lOO miles 
to Thargomindah stated by the hon. member. 
The miners of Duck Creek, or someone up there, 
sent down a petition to have :!\Ir. Davis put on 
the roll. I know it was done by someone in 
sympathy with the other ''ide, and he was not 
put on, hecause, probably, the Government did 
not want to Americanise our institutions. But 
afterwards I found tha.t they wanted a magis­
trate ; that they wanted this particular man 
put on the commission of the peace. I 
recommended to the Government that he 
should be put on, and he was put on the roll. I 
think that that dispoees of this stat.ement about 
their having to go lOO miles to get a magistrate 
to attest claims. And it disposes also of the 
statement that I neglected their intere.<ts in the 
matter. 'rheRe miners sent down a petition 
asking that this particulnr man should be put on 
the commission; I recommended that he should 
be pnt on ; and he is there. 

Mr. REID: He is not sworn in. 
Mr. LEAHY: I cannot help that. This is in 

reply to the hon. member for Charters Towers. 
Mr. DA WSON : It was not a reply, hut for per­

mission to make a personal explanation that you 
asked for. 

Mr. LEAHY : I said it was a personal e>:plana­
tion in the nature of a reply, 
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The SPEAKER: If the hon. member pro­
ceeds further he will be exceeding the limit of a 
pergonal explanation. 

Mr. LEAHY: Very well, Mr. Speaker, I 
w1ll not proceed any fttrther. I 

[5·30 p.m.] only wish to say that the hon. 
member opposite challenged me to 

get up and say a certain thing. I said that I 
had already ex'hausted my time, but he said that 
the House would permit me to do so. Of course, 
if the House will not allow me to reply to that 
charge, the hon. member cannot complain. I have 
only to s:w that I extremely regret that these men 
at Dnck Creek shod cl have been deprived of their 
votes, because at the last election every ~ingle 
man at Dnck Creek voted for me, and I am sure 
they would vote for me again. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
is now exceeding the limits of a personal explana­
tion. 

Tbe PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, Tov'nsville): 
The hon. member for vVarrego is :t young member, 
otherwise he would have known that when a 
complaint requires redress it is not usual to 
adopt the course he has taken this afternoon. 
I understand there has been no complaint made 
to thE> Hom~ Secretary's department. 

The Hmm SECHETARY : Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: If the hon. member wanted 
redress-and I presume he does, and that he 
is serious in moving the adjournment of the 
House--

::Yir. BmniAN: Hear, hear! 

The PRE::VIIER: He would first have gone 
and complained to the Home Secretary, and if 
he failed to obtain redress from him, then he 
could have complained to this House. In addi­
tion to complain in~ to the Home Secretary in his 
office, he could also have brought the maLter up 
on the Estimates. He ought also to know that 
there is at the present time a Bill before the 
House dealing with electoral reform, and he 
could have ventilated his grievance on that 
1neasure. 

Mr. McDo:s-ALll: No. It does not deal with 
this question at all. 

The PREMIER: Any old member knows that 
to call attention to any matter by moving the 
adjournment of the House is only wasting tillle. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

The PREMIER: I would not like to S\tY that 
the hon. member has moved the adjournment of 
the House for that purpose, but if he had been 
an old member I should have thought that was 
his object. Being a young member, perhaps, he 
did not know that in a case of this sort he should 
have gone to the Home Secretary and asked him 
to make inr1uiries ; and, if he did not get 
satisfaction, he could then have complained to 
the House; out what he has done has been to 
take up two hours this afternoon. It really 
makes no difference whether I have been struck 
off the roll twice or not. I was struck off the 
roll twice-I believe on account of the good 
offices of the hon. member for Enoggera. I can 
assure the hon. member that I would not have 
done such a thing to him. I have never yet 
taken action to strike any man off the roll, but, 
on the contrary, I have done a g-reat deal to put 
men on, whether they were opposed to me 
politically or not. 

Mr. LEAHY: I guarantee the hon. member for 
Enoggera never put on a man who was opposed 
to him. 

The PRE::VUER: If the hem. member for 
vVarrego had gone to the Home Secretary in the 
first instance he would have clone more good to 
these men at Duck Creek than he has done by 
taking up the time of the House this afternoon. 

The HOJ\IE SECRETARY: I have received 
a telegram from the electoral registrar, and, with 
the permi,sion of the House, I would like to say 
a few words, as I might be 11ble to throw a little 
light on the question. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the hon. meml>er be heard? 

HONO!iHABLR ME;~IBRRS: Hear, hear! 
'l'he HO:'.IE 1:::\l~CRETAEY : The hon. mem­

ber for Warrego referred to the fact that Mr. 
Zillrnan presided at this registration court, but 
he admitted that he had 1w complaint to make 
against l\Tr. Zillman, bec1,use everyone mtu-;t see 
that he could have dune nothing except what he 
actually did. 

Mr. BmniAX : Hear, hear ! 
The HOME SJ<:CRETARY: Notices had 

been sent to the men to appe~.r and prove their 
claims, and as th y did not a;lpear the court 
could do nothing but strike them off. Xow, as 
to sending the notice, I may mention that there 
are two points which stnnd out in the telegram 
that I have received. One is that the electoral 
registrar had no information, and wa' in very 
great doubt as to whether the residence' r•f the'e 
men were in the Bulloo electorate or not. 

Mr. BOW}L\:s' : \Vhat ! Duck Creek? 
Mr. HElD: Oh Lord ! That's too thin. 
The HOME SECRE'l'ARY: I understood 

that someone else had some doubt to-clay. 
lVIr. REID : No. 
Mr. LEAHY: Yes. At this particular time 

most of them had remove~ to Koriot. 
The HOME SECRETAUY: The electoral 

registrar had no information as to whether thn,t 
place w .18 in the Bulloo electorate or in the 
Balonne, and, necessarily, it was quite right that 
be should get the best !JOssible information, and 
the men thunsel ves would probably be the best 
people to whr•m to go for that information. Tbe 
second point is that a number of these men 
claimed on a three month"' residence qu::Llifica­
tion instead of six months, on the 6l'Ound that 
they had previOtdy been on the roll for the 
electoral district of Bullon. But, though the 
electoral registrar searched all the rolls, going hack 
verymc,ny year,, -he dues not say how long, but he 
searched all the rolls ho had, ;ond he could not 
find their names on the roll. Now, if that was 
so, he was perfectly ju•tified in sending out 
notic,,s. There are other points, of course, as to 
the date at which the notices were sent, and so 
on, on which I have no information, but the 
information I have received only shows how 
neceqsary it is, before bringing a matter of this 
kind forward, that the fullest information should 
be got. As it is, I merely gi\ e hon. members 
what information has been sent. to me in a hurried 
telegram from the eleetoral regi,.trar at Thargo­
mindah in reply to one Sdlt by me this after­
noon. 

l\Ir. HAHDAORE : I know something about 
that electoral registrar. 

The HO ::VIE SECRI<~TAH Y: I'he hon. 
member has surely lr~rned by this time that it is 
not good form to condemn public officials in this 
House without giving- them an opportunity to 
justify themselvu. 

Mr. HARDAORE: I kno·s oornething about this 
rnan. 

The HO::VH~ SJ<~CRETARY: If the hon. 
member has anything to say about a man, I 
would like that nmn to .be present. 

l\lr. KERR (Barcoo): Tl'e information that the 
hon. gentle1nan has receivtd~I take it it comes 
from the electoral registrar at Thargominclah­
is that a number of these men whn made applica­
tion tu h<tve their names pnt on the roll for the 
elPctoral district of Bulloo had removed to the 
Koriot Opal Field. Now, that field is also in 
the Bulloo electorate, and if the acting registrar 
had known his work he would have known that. 
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Every officer who filb any official position ought 
to be fLcquainted with the bonndanes of the 
district in which his duties lie, and the fact that 
the acting electoral registrar at Thargomindah 
did not know that Koriot w"'" in the Balloo 
electorate is conclusive proof to my mind that he 
was not competent to fulfil the duties which 
devolved upon him. :1\ow, the Home Secre­
tary has had time to get the fullest possible infor­
mation on this matter. The hon. member f,,r 
vVarre,::o informed him last \Vednesday that he 
intended moving the adjournment of the House. 
vV ell, the hon. gentleman teould have sent a wire 
on \Vednesday evening, and the mail leaves 
Thargon1indal1 on Friday mnrning, arriving in 
Brisbane at 12"30 p.m. to clay, so that the hon. 
gentleman could have bad a written "tatement, 
showing the reasons for the electoral re6istrar 
acting in the way he did. Both the hon. mem­
ber for \Van·eg-o and the hon. member for 
J<~noggera stated tb<tt they had no complaint to 
rnake against 1\Ir. Zillman for doing 'vhat he 
did on the evidence that Wfl-3 put before him; 
but I wish to point out that the whole of these 
complaints throughout the length and brPadth of 
the colony arise from the action Lken by acting 
electoral registrars. \Vhen I had occ"csion to 
bring forward C'ertain electoral matters in this 
House, they were due to the action of tm acting 
electoral registrar. The Premier and the Home 
Secretary "poke of having been knocked off the 
roll them>elves. 

The Ho>IE SECRETARY: No, that is not su. 
Mr. KEUR: The Premier said he"· cts knocked 

off. But I point. out that there is this difference 
between his case and that of the miners on Duck 
Creek : Ti1e mineril on Duck Creek are not regis­
tered on any other electoral roll in the colony and 
have been disfranchi"ed, while the Premier is 
registered on other electoral rolls, and the 
striking of his name off one roll (]!d not did­
franchise him. l h:vl occctsiol;l in 1K98 to draw 
attention tu a sirnilar rna.~ter in connection with 
Dnck Creek, and on going through the na:nes of 
the men who have been rejecter! by the 'l'lurgo­
mindah revbion court, I find th~t three of them 
were on Dnck Creek when I vi"ited it in 1898. 
Abercromhie, ])a vies, and another hi1ve bEen re­
siding on Duck Creek since 1808, and they were 
qualified to be ]JUt on the roll then. Is there not 
in that just reason for complaint, and is the hon. 
member for \Varrego not justified in moving the 
adjournment of t be House to call attention to 
such a thing? The Premier interjected that 
there was an Elections Bill coming on, but this 
is just one of the things we want to have amended 
in that J<;lections BilL vVben an electoral regis­
trar has any reasun to doubt claimil, he has to 
mfLke inquiries, and from whom should he make 
them? We have it on Llocumeutary '"·idence 
thn,t there is a police const>tble stalioned >tt Duck 
Ureek; and who conld the registrar in this Catie 
have more nntumlly applied to for this infor­
matiJn? vVe have it alc;o on documentary 
evidence that he nei'er applied to this otlicer at 
DuC'k Creek, and on the same evidence we have 
the fact thfLt the whole of thos, men, with tl.e 
exception of six, are still in the Bulloo elector­
ate. \Vhen we lmve the new E 1 "ctions Bill 
before us, the Premier and the Home Secretary 
should take that into considerntion, and see 
whether this work should be left to an officer 
who j,; expecting promotion by the action he 
takes in knocking men's names off the rolls. 
These men had fultillE;d the cond;tions of the law 
as far as they po> oibly coul<l. Some h:we even 
ridden 100 miles to get their names phtced on the 
roll. They h:we clone all they possibly could to 
comply with the Act, and then th''Y get a notice 
which gives them but threce days in which to 
appear personally at Thargominclah, a distance 
of 100 miles. Anyone who has travelled the 

country between Duck Creek and Thargomindah 
mnst know that no man could reasonably be 
expected to go from Duck Creek to Thargo­
mindah in three days, and carry his swag, and 
there was no chance at that time of those men 
being able to get horses nr other means of con­
veyance to take them to Thargomind ah in time to 
attend the revi>ion court. \Vhen these obstacles 
are put in the way of men who are justly entitled 
-because there is no getting away from the fact 
that the hon. member for vVarrego, the hon. 
member for Enoggera, the hon. member for the 
district, and other hon. members know that thoee 
men were residing in the district and are residing 
there yet, and have qu:1lified to have their names 
placed on the roll-I think it is time something 
was done to amend the Act in this respect, and 
instead of the hon. member for vV arrego being 
ftccused of wasting the time of the House, I say 
he has conferred a benefit upon the people of the 
country by calling fLttention to the'e facts ; and 
I trust the Home Secretary will do what he so 
nicely undertook to do to-day. I must congratu­
late the hon. gentleman upon having made the 
statement that he would end ea votlr to get the 
fnlleot information possible. The hon. gentle­
man even went so far as to say that he would 
endeavour to see if there WfLS no way of getting 
those men placed on the roll. 

The Hmm SEOllE'rAHY: No; of having their 
cln.ims brought forward again. 

Mr. KERR: What are the facts of the 
removal of the court from Enlo to Thargo­
mindah ? It has been stated by the hon. member 
for the district and by the Home Secretary that 
they could not get a comt at Eulo, hut they 
forgot to inform the Honse thfLt twenty-one 
claims which bad been passed at a former eonrt 
had also been rejected, and that, through the 
action of the Crown Law Office in removing the 
conrt from J<~ulo to Thargomindah, fifty men 
were at that time disfranchised. 

Mr. LEAHY: :;\fa, nothing like fifty. 
:VIr. KERR: If the hon. member will fLllow 

me, I can find it in H"nsa1·d for him, that there 
were twenty.one whose names had been rPgis­
tered by a previous court at Enlo, and there 
were in ftddition twenty-nine claims from Dnck 
Creek that had been attested by myself, and 
that were there to have the nan•es put on the 
roll, and twenty-one and twenty-nine made fifty 
when I went to school. Those fifty persons were 
deprived of the franchise, and the hon. member 
for Bulloo knows it. The hon. member had "aid 
he wished those men had got on the roll, as they 
would have voted for him at the last election. I 
do not want to know who any man votes for, but 
l do want to see ju"tice done to every man in 
the colony; that every man who is qualified to 
vote m>ty have his name placed on the roll that 
he may be able to record his vote as he thinks 
proper. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON (Cook): The hon. 
member has been very profuse in his attacks. 
He has attacked the hon. member for Bulloo, 
the Home Secretary, and the registmrs. He 
has attempted to show how desirable it is that 
the rolls should be purified, ftnd that every man 
entitled to be on the roll should bave his name 
put on. That is so, but, on the other band. 
it is also desirable that persons who are not 
entitled to be on the roll should not be put on. 
I know one well authenticated instance, which 
occurred two year::3 ago, \\,'here a tnan, \vhen 
shearing on the Barcoo, made application to be 
put on the roll for Bulloo, which electorate was 
200 miles from where he was shearing, on the 
ground that he had rEsided in the Bulloo for the 
preceding six months. A magistrate, who must 
have known that the claim was not correct, as 
he knew the applicfLnt was shearing in the Barcoo 
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electorate during the identical time he claimed a 
vote for residence in another electorate 200 miles 
diRtant, verified that statement by witnessing it. 
That magistrate was the member for Barcoo. 

Mr. KERR: He was not 200 miles away. 
That is a misstatement of yours. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON : I appeal to the hon. 
member for Bulloo. 

Mr. LEAHY: It was 200 miles away. 
Mr. J. HAMILTON : In cases like the 

present one the proper bminess-like course to 
adopt was to bring the matter before the Home 
Secretary in the first instance-that is, of course, 
if hon. members do not wish to go in for fireworks 
in the House. I was removed from the Brisbane 
roll becauRe I had merely removed from one 
side of the road to the other. However, instead 
of taking up the time of Parliament with a 
matter like that, I simply went to the electoral 
registrar who explained that it was all a mistake. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON: You had not to travel lOO 
miles to put the mistake right. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: Yes; but he knocked 
me off when I had not moved thirty yards from 
the locality. 

Mr. McDONALD (FlindeJ\1): I was glad to 
hear the Home Secretary say that he would call 
for all information upon the matter which has 
been brought forward by the hon. member for 
\Varregu. I have a very much simpler case to 
bring before the hon. gentleman, and I hope he 
will get all the information in that case too. I 
think the hon. member for \Varrego deserves 
credit for having brought the matter forward, 
although we have been accused by the Premier 
of wasting time. 

The PREMIER : \Vhy were you not satisfied to 
take the Home Secretary's assurance and stop 
the debate? 

Mr. MoDONALD: This is one of those ques­
tions which I think ought to be thoroughly 
ventilated, and this is the proper place in which 
to ventilate it. If the Governn<ent cannot 
manage their own business, and bring in their 
measures at the proper time, that is no reason 
why we should lay aside important questions and 
not bring them on for discussion. l!'or years 
and years this question has been continually 
brought up in the House, and the iniquities of 
the electoral law< have been alluded to 
repeatedly-laws that would be a disgrace to any 
civilised community in the world. 

The I'REli!IER : You have an Electoral Bill now 
before you, and do not want to discuss it 
apparently. 

Mr. 1\fcDONALD: The hon. gentleman 
knows that that Bill does not touch this question. 

The PRK\!IER : You can make it touch it. 
Mr. McDONALD: The matter of registration 

is made as difficult under the Government's 
latest prnpoHa]s as it is now. 

The PREMIER : You can alter the Bill 
Mr. McDONALD: But it is not only our 

iniquitouslaws, but the way they are administered 
that we complain of. For years past certain 
interpretations have been placed on certain 
clauses. Only the other day almost the same 
thing occurred in my electorate to a number 
of men who were anxious to get their names 
on the roll. A justice of the peace refused to 
attest their claimR, but I came along and 
attested them. They went into the court, 
but someone must have given information 
to the electoral registrar, so that he could 
strike the names out anci send notices 
to the men that they must either attend 
in person or by agent to prove their claims. The 
men had left the particular station where they 
were engaged, and were unable to comply with 
the notices they received, and the result was that 
a number of them were deprived of their votes. 

1900-2n 

These men had already been registered, but com­
plaint was made that their qualification was 
not correct. Now, it appears that the electoral 
registrars allow themselves to be fooled by infor­
mation given them by interested parties on the 
other side. \Vhen the Premier says that he is 
not responsible for the name of anyone being 
knocked off the rolls, he may be correct so far as 
he personally is concerned, but I would remind 
him that he is president of a certain association 
in Queensland whose expressed object is to knock 
names off the rolls. 

The PREMIER: No. 
Mr. LRAHY : It is a registration society now. 
Mr. McDONALD: I quite understand all 

about that. The circulars that that association 
Rent out, signed by its late president, Sir Hugh 
Nelson, became such a scandal that they had to 
change its name, but it still carries on the same 
iniquitous practice. I think in this case ab 
Duck Creek there certainly has been room for 
grave complaint. It is not the first time that 
these particular men have been knocked off the 
roll, and it is not the first time that their case 
has been brought before this Chamber. These 
men are, unfortunately, placed in an isolated 
portion of the colony, where they have no 
opportunity of getting their claims attested 
according to Jaw. Some hon. member has stated 
this afternoon that under such circumstances 
those men should be treated more generously 
than those in the towns, and I agree with 
that. \V e know the difficulty there is in getting 
names on the roll in these distant parts. In this 
case the men had thirteen days in which to 
travel 100 miles, but it must not be forgotten 
that they had to travel through a drought­
stricken country, and it was practically an 
impossibility to accomplish the task. Again, 
whoever issued that notice did not issue it in 
accordance with law, because fourteen clear days 
are supposed to be allowed in which to appear at 
the court, whereas, in this case, only thirteen 
clays were allowed. Under those circumstances, 
the men were not very fairly treated. I hope, 
when similar questions to this are brought up in 
the House, hon. members on this side will not be 
charged with wasting time. It is no waste of 
time to discuss such important matters, and it is 
only by repeatedly bringing such grievances 
for\vard that we can get any remedy. It is 
desirable that these matters should get into 
Hansard, and that the country should be in­
formed of the facts of the case. I know that the 
Cottrier is continually prompting the Govern­
ment in this matter of supposed waste of time, 
but I certainly think that if anyone has wasted 
time this afternoon it has been the Home Secre­
tary. He showed throughout his speech that he 
did not take much interest in the question, for 
the hon. member for Warrego gave him notice 
last week that he intended to bring it forward, 
yet he had not much information to give the 
House. 

Mr. HIGGS (Fortitude Valley): At the risk 
of being charged with wasting the 

[7 p.m.] time of this House, I wish to say 
that I think the hon. member for 

Warrego, as a new member, is entitled to 
great credit for having braved the criticism 
of hon. members on the other side in bringing 
before the House a matter of this kind at this 
stage. He has been charged with, perhaps 
unconsciously or unwittingly, wastin!; the time 
of the House; but, if discussions on such matters 
are deemed to be a waste of time, the gentleman 
who has charge of the business of the country 
should have brought us together earlier. From 
his past experience, he knows that adjourn­
ments of the House have been moved, on 
an average, once a fortnight every session, 
and probably less, since hon. members on this 
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side made their entrance into r'ublic life than 
previously. AHhough I know that I shall be 
lowered in the esteem of the Hon. the Home 
Secretary, I have no hesitation in saying that I 
consider the reason these men have been left off 
the roll is because there is a cerbin political 
association in that electorate. I was in h~pes 
that when the late politic,tl association end eel its 
days, that there was likely to be an end to the 
kind of thing that the hon. member for \Varrego 
complains of. \Ve know that the object of the 
association was to get certain n1en who were 
opposed to the views of the members of that 
body off the roll. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: No, no! 
Mr. HIGGS: Yes; all those men who were 

known to be the political opponents of t.he part? 
in power. 

The HOliiE SECRE1'ARY : If they had become 
disqualified. 

Mr. HIGGS : If they had become disqualified. 
Some persons had such exaggerated ideas of what 
conditions were likely to bring about the means 
of disqualification, that many legitimate voters 
were kept off the roll. Many of these men at 
Duck Creek are well known in the Bulloo elec­
torate, and during my brief expnience out in the 
back country, I have found men who are well 
known to one another when they are 150 or 200 
miles apart. You may ask men in a town about 
another man 150 miles al' ay, and they will tell 
you all about him. If the authorities '·' i,hed to 
get information with regard to men who had com­
mitted some offence against the law, which would 
probably lead to their being sent to St. Helena, 
they would be found quickly enough. I am in 
hopes that ~hose who are in charge of the admin­
istration of the electoral laws will endeavour to 
impress on the electoral registrars, who, in some 
cases-let us emphasise "'in son1e cases "-are 
inclined to be biassed agaillilt certain applicants 
for votes whose claims are witnessed by hon. 
members on this side, that they should not throw 
any obstacles in the way of those who are 
legitimately entitled to be placed on the elec­
toral rolls. It has been said how absurd it is 
for an electoral registrar to demand that a man 
lOO miles away should be present at the c •urt., 
and prove his claim to be on the roll. I ventur~ 
to say that the fact of claims being witnff.;ed by 
a member of this Assembly should be sufficient 
proof to the electoral registrar that such claims 
were entitled to be passed. I think if these 
claims had been witnessed by members of a 
different political faith, they would probably 
have been passed without question. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It is admitted that 
some of them were irregular. 

Mr. HIGGS: Half-a-dozen out of twenty­
seven. On the face of it it appears to me that 
a great injustice has been done. It is not neces­
sary to wait for all particulars before a matter of 
this sort can be brought up in this House. 
Why should an hon. member wait till the end of 
the year, or until the Estimates come on? The 
Premier has ventured to lecture the hon. mem­
ber for Warrego on his action in moving this 
adjournment, because he considered it a waste 
of time, but I remember that the hon. member 
for Bulloo moved the a<ijournment of the House 
about a fortnight ago with regard to the '' harvc; 
here. He could as easily have npprmched the 
department on that matter as the Premier says 
the hon. member for Warn- o c mld on this snb­
ject; and although hon. mem-bers on theothercirle 
say that this motion will be fruitless, I don't 
think it will prove fruitl!'ss. If some registrars 
are biassed against CPrtain applicants, the bring­
ing up of this matter in the House will make 
them endeavour to administer the law in a more 
liberal way. When the Act was being amended 

some time ago, a great point was made that 
certain smali irregularities led to the dis­
fr.mchisemen t of many peroons, and the Act 
was amended so as not to debar men w bo 
had a right to vote from exercising that right. 
The present Agent-Gener"l, who was then 
'\.cting Premier, m<>de " great deal out of the 

fact that greJ.ter facilities should be given to men 
to get on the roll. Now we find that these men 
at Duck CreHk cmmot get on the roll at all. 
Although they have lived there continuously for 
years and hare repe"_tedly applied to be put on, 
their claims have ah>Jys been thrown out. Then 
th<3Y approached the hon. member for \Varrego 
to bring the matter before the Honse, and I 
suppo"e they would have approached the hon. 
member for Bulloo if they thonght there was 
any chance of getting the matter ttttemled to. 
I am sorry the hon. member is not present, 
because I wish to draw attention to his lecturing 
the hon. member for \Varrego, and telling him 
that he ought to \,'incl his watch and verify his 
facts. 'l'he hon. member himself in this House, 
not half-a-dozen nights ago, referred to this very 
Fl~ttne p;a.~e, and ende2~vourecl to cast ridicule on 
the Labonr representative from there by saying 
th>et some repre .entative came from that 
particular distnct, and that he represented one 
man and a dog. Is it not prnb~ble that the 
acting regi:-;tr:.Lr, not bothering about getting his 
information from the constable ther~, had read 
I£rt1wn,·d, and seeing thttt the hon. member for 
Bulloo had oaid that thr-1" was only one man ancl 
dog at Duck Creek did not attempt to find out 
whether these men were entitled to vote? ),_ 
great deal ho.s been said about wasting time by 
this di~cussion. Hon. Inembers opposite are 
responsible for as much "· aste of time as anybody; 
indeed they are truly responsible for thP waste of 
time, because they hring down their Bills in ouch 
a slipshod, unfinished, and unworkmanlike 
manner that sheaves of amendments have to be 
proposed. I hope this discussion will lead to 
acting and other electoral registrars making 
them, elves acquainted ,,.jth their duties, and 
perhaps prevent them from exerdsing their 
power~ in such an extn1nrdinary and drastic 
way as to keep off the roll many good and 
uondfirle citizens--men whom members on the 
other side of the House fref]uently lr"ud as the 
men who shon!cl get a great deal of credit for 
being pioneer~ in various indn~tcies, and for 
he! pin~ to bnild up the country's prosperity. In 
matters of this sort, howe.-er, those hc,n. 
members seem to forget all the pioneer work of 
those men, and cast ridicule on the members who 
bring the subjHct before the House in order that 
those men mny get some redress and secure 
the same political rights as men in the towns 
p{ ssess. 

Mr. HARD ACRE (Leiehhardt): Although 
this deb1te has interrupted the ordinary business 
of the House, I con, id er that it is a very necew 
sary debate. I made an interjection in the 
course of the discussion which has heen taken as 
r fleeting on the electoral registrar iri the Thargo­
mindah district. It was not the electoral regis­
trar of that district, but the Princiral Electoral 
Registrar for the whole colony that I was refer­
ring to. Personally l blame the Principal Elec­
toral H.egistrar for the throwing out of the claims 
of those men; I believe that he is the sole caust•, 
and that whatever has been done has been done 
under his influence. I hapren to know something 
a bout the way in which his duties are per­
formed, and i know that he is harassing the 
clerks of petty sessions and electoral regis­
trars all over the colony by insbting . on 
tochnicalitie" und formalities, and asking for lm· 
pocsible information, and sending wire after wire 
until clerks of petty sessions scarcely know what 
to do. In my district the Principal Electoral 
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Registrar has insisted that men who have put in 
claims giving the name of the township and the 
name of the street in which they live, shall give 
the number of the allotment, the portion, the 
county, and everything else; and he has en­
deavoured to get claims rejected simply because 
of some slight technicality. If he continues to 
do that kind of thing it will be necessary to have 
a somewhat lengthy debate when the Estimates 
come on. HoweYer, what has occurred this 
afternoon may result in a more liberal adminis­
tration of the law and save the time of the 
community. 

M1·. 8TEWART (Rockhampton North): I had 
no intention of taking part in this debate, and I 
should mo8t certainly have left the matter in the 
able hands of the hon. member for "\Varrego and 
the hon. mPmber for Enoggera, but the charge of 
wasting time that has come from hon. members 
opposite has compelled me to take part in the 
discussion. What more important question can 
we discuss in the Parliament of the country than 
the political rights of our citizens? Evidently 
hon. members opposite think that anything to do 
with diseases in sheep, or prickly pear, or any­
thing of that sort is a fit subject for discussion in 
this Chamber, with the one solitary exception of 
the political rights of the people. I consider 
that the right to vote, next to a man's life, is 
the most important matter for a citizen, and 
holding that view I maintain that when that 
right is assailed it is the duty of the member of 
Parliament whose constituents are affected, or 
who is asked to take the matter in hand, to 
bring the subject before this Chamber, and it 
is the duty of the House to listen to the dis­
cussion without blaming hon. memhcrs for wast­
ing time. I do not think there has been any 
waste of time here this afternoon. The aclminie­
tration of our electoral laws-I do not know 
exactly what word to describe it, and be at the 
same time parliamentary; I am afraid I would 
have to go much deeper into the dictionary than 
I am prepared to do rrt the present time-but 
I may say that the administration of our electoral 
laws has been such as to place every impedi­
ment in the way of certain classes of people 
getting on the roll. Instead of those laws being 
framed so as to make it easy for every man 
to come by his political rights, the very opposite 
has not only been intended, but has been done. 
It is high time that that sort of thing were 
ended. We have another example of the same 
thing in this Duck Creek business. Here we 
have a number of men who complied with the 
h w ; they drew up their claims, signed those 
claims bnfnre a justice of the peace, made oath 
that they had stated their claims correctly, and 
then handed them in to the proper party. 
Having clone so, they naturally concluded that 
there the matter was at an end. The electoral 
rPgistrar, between the court of revision and the 
next court, by some rr:eans or other thought that 
he had discovered--

JHr. LEAHY : There are not two courts of 
revision. 

Mr. STEW ART: Each court is a court of 
revision. 

Mr. LEAHY : Not for the same names. 
Mr. STEW ART: Xot for the same names, 

but it is a court of reYiinon and a court of regis­
tration as well. Each court fulfils both functions. 
Now, between the court of registration and the 
court of revision, this electoral registrar imagined 
that he had dis~overecl some flaw in certain 
persons' claims, and he called upon them to come 
and prove their claims. vVell, of course, as the 
hon. member for Bulloo very properly remarked 
here this afternoon, the electoral registrars are 
bound to carry out the law, not to interpret the 
law. 

Mr. LEAHY : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. STE"\Y ART: The hon. gentleman says, 
"Hear, hear!" I do not believe the hon. gentle­
men has ever assisted any party in this House to 
reform the glaring abuses in connection with our 
electoral laws. 

Mr. LEAHY: I said, "Hear, hear!" because it 
was the first time you ever 'lUoted me correctly. 

Mr. STE"\VART: The first time I ever quoted 
the hon. gentleman correctly? "\V ell, I do not 
know that I ever quoted the hon. gentleman 
before. "\V hat I intended to refer to is the differ­
ence between onr electoral laws and every other 
law. "\Vhen a prisoner i.s arrested and charged 
with a crime, he is not called upon to prove that 
he is innocent. His accusers are compelled to 
prove that he is guilty ; but here, in our electoral 
laws, the claimant for the franchise has got to 
prove his claim, and the accnser-the person who 
'luestions his claim-has not to make out his case 
at all. If a man's claim to be on the roll is 
questioned, the person assailing the claim has not 
to prove his case; it is the voter who has got 
to prove that he is entitled to the franchise. Now, 
I think that is practically a reversotl of our pro­
cedure in every other relation, and if the hon. 
gentlemen opposite., instead of grumbling about 
waste of time in discussing this question, would 
only assist us to reform our electoral laws and 
bring them--

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. 8TE"\V ART : And bring them in harmony 

with modern thought on the question, they 
would be doing much more valuable service to 
the community. Now, we find that the electoral 
registrar in this particular case was all out. The 
men were there, and not only were the men 
there, but they had not received sufficient warn­
ing that their claim was contested. Now, I 
submit that if this electoral registrar had wanted 
to give these men a fair chance, he would have 
given them sufficient notice, knowing that they 
were a long way from the court, and knowing 
also that the country was very·difficult to travel 
at the particular time. He would have given 
them sufficient notice. That he did not attempt 
to do. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. S1'E"\V ART : I myself have seen one date 

upon a notir" i .. ,,,ued by an electoral registrar, 
and the postal date a month later. I have seen 
a notice dated as is,ued in August, and when the 
envelope containing that notice was examined it 
was found that it bad not been posted for fully a 
month afterwards. Now, we have all these 
defects in connection with our electoral laws, and 
I think the sooner they are remedied the better 
it will he for all concerned. As I said at the 
beginning, if it had not been for the grumbling 
of hon. gentlemen opposite I would not have 
taken part in this discussion at all, but I repeat 
that there never will be any satisfaction in the 
country until our electoral laws are put upon a 
fair and equitable basis. , 

Mr. STORY (Balonne) : I did not intend to 
speak upon this matter because it is not of 
general interest, except that I listened to the 
speech of the hon. member for the Valley­
grave, 'luiet, and thoughtful, but wonderfully 
incorrect, and, as usual, with charges scattered 
broadcast. There was one particular remark 
that he made that I take exception to, and that 
was that the electoral registrars are probably 
biassed against any claim signed by members of 
the othet· party. 

Mr. REm: Some of them are. 
Mr. STORY: He also said that if they are 

sent in by members sitting on this side of the 
House they are passed without question. 

Mr. HIGGS: I said svme of them. 
Mr. STORY: Well, that is a very grave 

charge indeed. 
An HONOURABLE ME.!BER: But true enough. 
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Mr. STORY: I am not altogether sure that 
an electoral registrar would not have some 
reasonable doubt when he sees claim after claim 
signed by a man who does not reside in the 
district, who has no knowledge of it whatever, 
who visits it just at long intervals, and then 
signs the claims. Now, if those claims were 
sent in by reputable responsible residents there 
might be no question, but that they are signed 
by the hon. member for Wan·ego is no gnarant"e 
at all that these men would be there. I do not 
say for one moment that he did not think that 
they were there, but he visits the place so 
seldom-we will say that he was there in 
1897-

Mr. Bowli!AN: In lSDS. 
Mr. STORY: And he was there some time 

afterwards, and he found the same men there. 
Now, a floating population, as he knows, go to 
the opal fields when othP.r work is slack. They 
might h:tve been away the whole of the time 
he was not there, and they may have returned 
shortly before he came. 

Mr. JENKINSON: They might have come back 
to welcome him. 

Mr. STORY : As the hon. member for \Vide 
Bay says, they might have come back to welcome 
the hon. member for vV arrego. It is pretty 
evident that they were glad to see him, becam1e 
they appealed to him to help them. Now, one of 
the duties of a man who signs claims is to satisfy 
himself that the claims are genuine. Now, did 
those hon. gentlemen satisfy themselves? 

Mr. REm : Y eR, both of them. 
Mr. STORY: \Vhen a member of Parliament 

travels about the country with elector.•l forms in 
his pocket, canvassing ·for votes, and he signs 
these clai:ns, he is very easily satisfied indeed 
that certam men should be on the roll. I want 
to say a word or two in answer to the hon. 
member for the Valley. He says that hod these 
claims been signed by memher.s on the Govern­
ment side of the House they would probably 
have been passed without question. A number 
of the members on this side C;1n say that they 
never signed an electoral form in their lives. I 
question whether they go canvassing for votes 
in their own electorate. The hon. member 
for Enogvera, who found himself at Duck 
Creek, must have been astonished to find himself 
in a place so utterly foreign to his usual sur­
roundings, but still he assists in the i'iliing up oi 
these forms. He would fill up elect<lral forms 
in Timbuctoo if he happened to he there. The 
hon. member says that he filled up some forms, 
and that the hon. member for \V an·cgo signed 
them. Now, I would like to know how long it 
was between the two visits of these hon. gentle­
men to Duck Creek ? 

Mr. McDONALD: About as long as it was 
since you visited Bonna Vonna. 

Mr. STORY : I do not think the hon. 
member f'1je' Flinders is in a position to accuse 
any other member of any impropriety of 
conduct, so far as elections are concerned. 
At any rate, I was not talking about Bonna 

Vonna. I have said all that I have 
[7•30 p.m.] to say about that. (Opposition 

laughter.) I hope that when our 
electoral law is amended-as I hope it will be 
very soon-there will be a clause ineerted pre­
venting members of Parliament travelling about 
canvassing for votes. I supported the amend­
ment last session enabling two men in a district 
-or any one man in a district-to attest a claim. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. STORY : Because if a man claiming a 

vote went to a man who was known to the elec­
toral registrar, he would know, as soon as he 
saw that man's name, that it was signed by a 
man who had lived long enough in the district to 
know whether the applicant for enrolment was a 

resident or not. But when hon. members travel 
about a district with electoral chims in their 
pockets, I do not suppose they are very hard to 
satisfy as to whether a man has resided long 
enough in a district to be entitled to claim a 
vote. If I am not altogether mistaken, the hon. 
member for Barcoo, who certainly does not belong 
to Dnek Creek, or that part of the country-I only 
repeat what the hon. member for \Varrcgostated­
signed all the claims in that part of the country 
in lHfltl. I would like to know what the hon. 
member knew nf his own personal knowledge of 
the qualification" of the men whose claims he 
attested. \Vhy the hon. member is as open as 
the day to conviction in a case of that kind. In 
fact, unless 1 have been misinformed, I under­
stand that there was a shearer at Albilbah, in his 
own district, whose claim be attested--

J'.Ir. KEnn : You are \Vrong in your facts. 
Mr. STORY: It was in the Barcoo, and he 

signed a statement that the man was a resident 
on South Comongin. I am quite satisfied that 
the hon. member thought that he resided there, 
because, from the repntatbn that he has he1·e, 
I know he certainly would not sign anything he 
thought there was the slightest donbt about. 
If the electoral registrars are easily persnaded 
in one direction, it has been abundantly proved 
that hon. members who travel about wit11 elec­
toral claim forms in their pockets are very 
easily persnaded that the men whose claims they 
fill in and attest are entitled to be on the rolls, 
especially if they haprcn to be supporters of the 
p"rty to which those hnn. members alonl?'. 

Mr. REm : \V e will be down in the Balonne 
next year. 

Mr. STORY : The hon. member w"s there 
last year, and it struck me that he was what I 
might call the political Lazarus of the century. 
He was there, and he iuvited people to go to my 
funeral, but U:e hon. member had been so long 
politically buried that, if he had had a si~ter 
Martha, she might have been quite certain that 
when he rose again he would be offensive. 

;\lr. BOW}fAN : The resurrection took place all 
the same. 

11r. STORY: Yes, and he was offensive when 
he rose. 

The SPEAKER : I desire to draw attention 
to the fact that the qaestinn before the HouS'" is 
n. motion for arljonrnmAnt, n.nrl iR :-:nbjeot to t.hP. 
rules bearing u~1on motions of such a character. 
The present motion for adjoumment is "to draw 
attentiOn to a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, namely, 'the illegal disfranchise­
ment of a number of electors in the Thargo­
mindah division of the Bulloo electorate,'" and 
the rule is that hrm. members, in discussing the 
motion, must confine them>elves strictly to the 
subject matter in respect of which the motion is 
made. It is therefore not open to hon. members 
to discuss the gener"l question of electoral reform. 

HoNOGHABLE lY1E}IBJms : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. FISHER (Gympic): That being so, Mr. 

Speaker, I have no intention of taking any part in 
the dehate, but I certainly wish to read the 
secLiou in the Elections Act of 18D2 dealing with 
the attestation of claim forms to show that the 
contention of the hon. member for Balonne is 
entil'ely erroneous. 

Mr. GrvENS: Oh, nobody expects him to be 
accurate. 

The SPJ<~AKER: Order ! 
Mr. FISHER: Section 7 of the Elections 

Act of 1892 provides--
Any justice or other person \Yho signs any such certi­

ficate without personal knowledge or full inquil·y from 
the claimant or otherwise, ete. 
As the hon. members have .stated that they did 
not sign until they had made fnll inquiry of 
the claimants, they certainly complied with the 
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statute, and when they comply with the statute, 
their actions are fully justified and honourable. 
I do not think the hon. member for Balonne is 
an authority on questions of law. 

Mr. BOWMAN, in reply, said: I may explain 
why this motion for adjournment was deferred 
from last \Vednesday until to-day. I was 
advised, Mr. Speaker, to hand you the letter 
which. you _read to-day after you had taken your 
place m this Assembly, and was informed by you 
that I was out of order, and that I could move 
the adjournment of the House to-day upon 
giving due notice, seeing tbat I did 11ot wish to 
intrude upon the right of priv11te members on 
Thursday 11fternoon: I thought the hon. mem­
ber for Bulloo was perfectly s11tisfied 11fter his 
convers11tion with the hon. meml1er for Enog­
gem that the m11tter was not going to be dropped. 

Mr. LgAHY: He never gave me to understand 
that it was coming up again. 

Mr. BO\VMAN : I do not think there w11s 
any necessity to 11gain a pprc·ach the Home Sec­
retary, seeing that I httd given him notice this 
d11y week that I ir.teuded to move tbe 11djourn­
Immt of the House C1n the follo\ving d11y. The 
very f11ct that I did not acqnaint him with my 
intention to withdraw my motion "hould have 
been sufficient evidence to satisfy him that I 
intended pnr,uing ic. The Premier this ttfter­
noon, 11ncl also the Home tlecretary, said that I 
acted un·.vieely in not going to the head of the 
Home Secretary's De],ttrtment ttnd bying the 
facts of the case before him, and that there was 
11 disposition on my part to wttste the time 
of the House in moving the adjournment of 
the House. I did not move the adjournment 
with that objeet. I moved it with the inten­
tion of ventilating a grievance that existed 
atnong a certain number of men, a number 
of whom had written to me 11sking me to bring 
the matter under the notice of the House­
not specially for the convenience of those men 
who were deprived of their votes-because if it 
were c"nfined merely to the Bulloo electorate, 
the matter tmght have been safely left to the 
Home Secretary. But this is 11 question that 
affects almost the whole culony outside the 
metropolit 11n 11re11. It is not confined to the 
miners of Duck Creek by 11ny means. A number 
of bushmen have been subjected to the same 
tre11tment, and their cases could be brought 
under the notice of the House, 11nd prob11bly will 
be before long, when the Elections Bill comes on 
for consideration. I think that the debate this 
afternoon h11s been productive of some good. It 
has shown hon. members that there is a necessity 
f,lr an 11mendment of the present Elections Act, 
11nd the new Bill makes no provision for an 
altemtion in the chuse that has prevented the~e 
men getting their votes. The Home Secretl.ry 
said he received an urgent wire from the tteting 
electoral registmr at 'I'h11rgomindah to the effect 
th11t he was in doubt as to whether the Koriot 
Opal Field was in the Bulloo electomte. But 
instead of giving those men who were anxious to 
get on the roll the benefit of his doubt, he grtve 
his decision to them on the doubt he Chad 
respectmg this particular place being in the 
electorate of Bulloo. He also stated that some 
of the claims which h11d been referred to h11d 
thrAe months' residence qu11lification on them, 
but he could not say whether the men h11d pre­
viously been on the Bnlloo roll. If the Home 
Secretary were in his place I should a,k him, as 
I may do later on, to have thue claims brought 
to Brisbttnefrom Thargomind11h, so that we can see 
the number of names registered that had tt three 
months' qualif1cation. There m11y have been a few 
of the clttims th11t had a three months' residence 
qualifictttion, showing thn,t the men h11d been on 
11n electoral roll in some other part of the colony 
at some other time, but to the best of my know-

led§;e there were very few of those claims that 
contained 11nything but a six months' residence 
qu11lif1cation. The h(m. member for Bulloo, in 
dealing with the noticAs, seemed to think that 
becttnse ten notices had been received by me, 
bearing the signature of Mr. Zillman, that w11s 
the total number, but there were twenty odd 
rnen who were rejected. As I stated this after­
noon, I had information from the storekeeper, 
who bad been there a considerable time, th11t six 
out of the twenty-seven whose names went in 
from Duck Creek had left the district, and others 
were still in the district, and that the police con­
stable st11tiuned at that place could prove. I think 
that was fair evidence to go upon. I know Mr. 
Dick Davies and Mr. Sullivan, whose claims 
were rejected, and I have their letters which 
state that they could not go into 'rhttrgomindah. 
Sulliva,n says he could not walk and he had no 
horse to go. These and other letters written to 
me are sufficient proof to me th11tJ if those men 
httd been inquired about, 11s they should have 
been, there would have been no necessity for me 
to move the adjournment of the House this 
afternoon. Now the hon. member for B11lonne 
comes along and tells us that he has very grave 
su,picions about myself and the hon. member for 
Enoggera. 

Mr. STORY: I did not say anything of the 
kind. 

Illr. BOWMAN: You imputed it all the same. 
Mr. SmRY : I did not. 
Mr. BO\V.i\IAN: The hon. member imputed 

it as regards my honesty or carefulness--
Mr. tlTOilY: No, your knowledge. 
Mr. BO\VMAN: In stating that I was satis­

fied that these men had a residential qualification. 
Does the hon. member measure my whe11t by his 
bushel? 

Mr. STOHY : No, thank God ! He does not. 
~fr. BOWMAN : I think that when a justice 

of the peace and an hon. member of this House 
gives his assurance that he at 11ny rate was 
satisfied that the claims were correct, his st11te­
ment should be taken even by the hon. member 
for Balonne, or Bonna Vonna. 

Mr. S-ronY : \V ell done ! 
Mr. BO\VMAN : 'I'hat hon. gentleman has 

impugned our statements 11nd has inferred that 
we were prepared to sign anything. I read over 
each claim before I signed it, and asked each 
individual whether it was a correct statement. 
In every case I w11s told it w11s. I am prepared 
to take those men's word. I ttm not a "doubting 
Thomas" like the hon. member. I w11s perfectly 
satisfied from the experience and acquaintance I 
lmd of those men on Duck Creek that they were 
perfectly entitled to the claims they made, and 
I would at any time sign a claim so long as thernan 
making it is prepared to swear that he has ful­
fil!Pd the qualifications laid down by the Act. If 
the hon. member for Balonne was 11 justice of 
the peace, and a man came along 11nd desired 
him to attest his claim, would he refuse point 
blank to do so? 

Mr. S'rOHY : Yes ; he never signed 11 claim in 
his life of that sort, or went canvassing in that 
w11y for vot.es. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I may tell hon. members 
that I was the only justice of the peace who had 
visited Duck Creek for two years. The hon. 
member for Barcoo was there in 1898, and sighed 
a number of claims, as he told you. A number 
of us belonging to this side of the House were 
made justices of the peace, and when those men 
were anxious to ;set their claims attested the 
conditions under which they had to contend in 
the past warranted them getting their claims 
attested when they were prepared to 8tate that 
the qualific11tions they had set down were correct. 
As I have alre11dy told the House, the nearest 



630 Pastoral Leases, Etc., Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Health Bill. 

place at which they could have got their claims 
attested, unless a justice of the peace visited the 
place, was lOO miles away. The hon. member 
for Bulloo, in reply to the hon. member for 
Charters Towers, stated that there was one at 
Dundoo. 

Mr. LEAHY : He was the man the miners 
wanted there. 

Mr. BO"WMAN: Yes, but the hon. member 
knows very well that Mr. Davis, the manager of 
Dundoo, had not been sworn in. Then there 
were only Ardoch, Tilbooroo, and South 
Comongin. 

Mr. LEAHY: How far to Ardoch-twenty­
five miles? 

Mr. BOWMAN: Twenty-five miles! It is 
twenty-five miles to Toompine, and thirty miles 
from there to Ardoch. 

Mr. LEAHY: They need not go that way. 
Mr. BOWMAN : It is over fiftv miles to 

Ardoch, and there is fifty miles to "come back, 
which makes it 100 miles they would have to go. 

Mr. LEAHY : Is that the way you measure? 
Mr. BOWMAN: Of course that is the way we 

measure. I do not regret signing those claims, 
and I hope I may live to sign many more claims 
under similar circumstances. If the hon. mem­
ber is prepared to support an amendment of the 
A et that any two colonists may attest a claim 
instead of a j mtice of the peace, I will be per­
fectly satisfied that there will be no nPcc,;sity 
for justices of the peace to travel hundreds of 
miles to attest claims under the circumstances in 
which we attested them at Duck Creek. 

Mr. STORY: I did support it. 
Mr. BOWMAN: \Vel!, the Government you 

support didn't. 
The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. BO\VMAN: And an opportunity will be 

given you whPn the Elections Bill--
The SPEAKER: Order, order ! 
Mr. BO\VMAN : I was thankful to the Home 

Secretary this afternoon for stating that he 
would have full inquiries made into this matter 
to have it redressed. As pointed out, these men 
cannot get their names on the electoral roll 
according to the Elections Act at the present 
time, still this might be a lesson for the future, 
and the Home Secretary might advise persons 
acting as electoral registrars to show a little more 
leniency than was shown on this occasion. Now 
that the hon. gentleman is in his seat I will 
repeat what I said about the claims which were 
for three months' residence. I think the Home 
Secretary might have these claims brought to 
Brisbane to satisfy those who are interested how 
many have a three-months' qualification. I am 
satisfied that very few have it. I now beg to 
withdraw the motion. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

MEDICAL BILL. 
FIRST READING. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislative Council, forwarding 
this Bill for the concurrence of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

On the motion of the HOME SECRETARY, 
the Bill was read a first time, and the second 
reading made an Order of the Day for to­
morrow. 

PASTORAL LEASES ACT 01<' 18fiD 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

J\fESSAGE FROi\! THE COUNCJL. 
The SPEAKER announced the receitJt of a 

message from the Legislative Council, returnin;:; 
this Bill without amendment. 

HEALTH BILL. 
OmrMITTEE. 

On clause 69-" Rooms over privies, etc., not 
to be used as cl welling or sleeping rooms"-

The HOME SECRETARY: This provision 
was taken from the English Aot; but he thought 
it quite possible that hem. m:mbers m~ght con­
sider it too dr:1stic. He was wclined hm1self to 
think it was, and that, if pas.ed, evEn portions of 
the Parliamentary Buildings might have to he 
pulled down. He thought there were sufficient 
safeguards provided by other clauses to meet all 
such cases as the clause provided for. 

Mr. STEP HENS (B1'isbane Sm,th) agreed with 
the Home Secretary that the clause was rather 
too drastic. It would affect almost every hotel 
in the city. 

Mr. DAWSON: Not unless the local authority 
interfereR. 

Mr. STEP HENS: No man should be placed 
in such a position that if he had a row _with a 
local authority, and had " smell m hiS back 
yard, they couid compel him to ~hift some por­
tion of his house and get at lum m that way. A 
local authority in that way might compel a man 
to incur a cost of hundreds of pounds. 

Mr. DA wso~: \V hat about the Assyrians' 
quarters? 

Mr. ST~~PHENS: If they were objectionable 
they would have to be shifted elsewhere. The 
very best hotels and boarding-houses in the city 
would be affected by such a clause, and he 
thought it shoulcl be eithpr cons;derably modified 
or knocked out altogether. 

Mr. MoDONXELL (Fm·titude Valley): In the 
case of a good many shops the buildings covered 
the entire land, and there were no back yards, 
consequently sanitary accommodation had to be 
provided under the same roofs as the shops. All 
such shops would be in contravention of such a 
clause as that. He thought it would be unwork­
able, and should be modified. 

The Hmm SgoRETAI\Y: Negative the clause 
altogether. 

Clause put and negatived. 
Clauses 70 and 71 passed as printed. . 
On clansL 72 -"Definition of common loclgmg­

house"-
Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South): He under­

stood that at the present time in Brhbane 
lodging-houses were required to be registered, 
provision being made that a certain amount of 
space, etc., should be provided in eac~ room. 
He understood that that was not carr1ed out. 
\Vould this clause mean that every house where 
people were taken in as boarderc; would have to 
be registered ? 

Mr. SMITH : Lorlged for less than a week. 

Mr. TURLEY: Nearly Ewery boarding-house 
took in lodgers in that way for a day or two. 

Mr. SMITH : 'fhose that take in lodgers for a 
longer term than a week do not come under the 
common lodging~house provisions. 

Mr. TURLEY: If a person only stopped two 
or three days at a boarding-house 

[8 p.m.] where the boarders usually stayed a 
considerable time, would that make 

it necessary for the house to be registered as a 
common boarding-house ? 

The Hmm SECRETA!tt : Yes. 
Mr. TURLEY thought it was rather strict. 

A number of boarding-hou,-es were as pri ·rate as 
private houses could be. There should be some 
clistinction. In the cases of a d<mble house, 
where one part was user! by boarders who only 
stayed two or three day,s, and th~ ~Jther by !'(_'1'­
suns who had probably been hvmg there tor 
years, would the whole of that J>lace come under 
the definition of a common lodgmg-house? 
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The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber had overlooked the word "ordimuily." If 
there wa' to be any such distinctiou, it would be 
necessary to have a wide interpret,..tion. It was 
realiy a matter for local authorities. The provi­
sion was taken from the Victorian Act. 

Mr. HIGGS a> ked if it was contemplat3l[ to 
charge any fee fGr the registr"cltion nf thF'lG 
boarding hon "'? A fee of 10,;. Gel. was charged 
by c8rhin lonl atEhoritie , 'md tint fee, sillall 
as it might a,ppe~;,r to p;:r::::.ons who 'vere not 
pushe(l for 111oney, waR a. hartiship in sorne casv:;. 
Considering that local n.uthorities demanlled that 
a eon1mon lodging-hou~> _, keeper had to provide 
sufficient cul•ic space for each lodger, and th c,t 
was a matter concerning public health, the local 
authoritiP3 might allow these places t,, be 
registered without any fee. 

The HOji,IJ;J SECRETARY: The regulations 
did not provide fur any fc<'>. There was an amend­
ment by the hon. membcr f.>r South Brisbane in 
]Jrint, enabling the local authorities to rrmke by­
laws prescribing a fee. 

Mr. GH0011 asked would the definition 
apply to a boarding-house libJ "The :0,1ansions." 

The HOME SECHETARY: Ho dill not knov, 
how that particular hol'se was run. The defini­
tion appliEd to houses where boarders were 
ordinn.rily taken in for a day or two He under­
stood that in such places as the hnn. member 
referred to the practice was to take in boardtrs 
at so much per week, not for a day or two. 

Mr. GROOM: A gr,Jat many persons who 
desired to augment their income rtlittle adver­
tised for one or more boarders-would they come 
under the Act? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Not if they are weekly 
boarders. 

Mr. TURLEY: CYiany persons did not know 
how long they would stay in a boarding-house. 
They might be there for only two or three days 
and then l ave, or they might stop for a con­
siderable time. \Vould they come within the 
definition? 

THic HOilm SECI\E1'ARY: Yes; but the word 
"ordinarily" lmd to be considered. 

l'dr. TURLEY : Some houses in George sLreet, 
and on the North Quay, such as "Kctherway," 
took in people for a few days in the same waY 
as hotels did. " 

The HOli!E SECI\ETAI\Y : I think they are ex­
ceptional. 

Mr. TURLEY: The principal part of the 
people who lived there had probably li vcd there 
for some time; bnt there were others who made 
these places merely a house of call. He thought 
those houses would come nnder the definition. 
They might go, and there wouid have to be a 
sign put up pointing out that it was a common 
lodging--house within the meaning of the Act. 
He belioved in a certain amonnt of space being 
allotted to each person who resided in those 
honses, but it would not be very nice to require 
those houses t? come under the de1ignation of 
"con1n1on lodgmg-houses." 

'fhe HOY!.E SECRETARY: It was very diffi­
cult to get a definition which would be perfectlv 
satisfactory. " 

Mr. TunLEY : The reason I mentioned the 
matter is that there could be so much favouritism 
under a definition of this sort. 
. The !'fOM.E SECRETARY: It was necr,.sary 
m dealmg w1th such matters to make the defini­
tion or proviHion sufficiently wiclt"' to gather in 
all they wanted to catch; they might make it 
wide enough to catch others, but it did not follow 
that it would be used to catch those others. The 
question was really one for the local rrnthuritiPs. 
The pt·ovisiun had \)(•en the bw in Victoria fur 
about ten year,s, and had n,ppareetly worked 
satisfactorily there. 

:\Ir. TURLEY : The J1Jnglish Act provided 
that the part of a house which might be used as 
a common lodging-house should come under the 
Act, but not the part of the building which was 
occupied by reguln,r boarders. 

The HOME S:ECRETAR Y: They had a 
custom there, which, so far as he knew, had not 
been adopt"d in thr colony, and that was, letting 
houses in fbts. A pn.rticuiar flat might be used 
as a common lodging-house, and another flat might 
not be 'o used. But the provision in the English 
Act would not get over the difficulty which the 
hem. member felt, and which they must all feel, 
in trying not to impose irksome conditions on 
respectable houses where lodgers might occa­
sionally be taken in for a day or two. 

Jl.lr. S::\flTH thought the clause was intended 
to affect only common lodging-houses which took 
in lodgers for a le's number of nights than a 
week, and that it would not affect those houses 
which ordinarily took in lodgers for over a week. 

Mr. McDOI\INELL: There would be a good 
deal of evasion of the law under the clause as it 
stood; in fact, it would be inoperative, because 
if an insp·ctor went to certain people they could 
easily get over the clan se by fl~ying that they only 
took bmtrders for a week. A number of places 
were conducted by widows who were as particular 
about the cleanliness of their houses as the 
provrietors of many of the larger establishments 
which had been mentioned, and yet their places 
would have to be registered under the clause. ~ 

The Hmnc SEOJ\ETAI\Y : That is not the inten­
tion. 

Mr. MoDOJ'{i'i"El,L : He knew that was not 
the intention, but it would be very hard to make 
the clanse operative in the way desired unless 
the definition were altered. He thought it 
would be better to omit the words "For a single 
night or for leEd than a week." 

The HOli:IE SECRETARY thought the hon. 
member who had just spoken was under a 
misapprehemion in the matter. There were 
two clabRes of lodging-houses ; one was the 
common lodging-house, and the other was the 
house let in lodgings. 

Mr. R:BmJ: Brothels. 
The HO:VLE SECRETARY: If the hon. 

member must have the word, common lodging 
houses would include brothels, or places used for 
immoral purposes. 

Mr. REm: \Vhy not use the word? 
The HO:\lE SECRETAI{Y: Because they 

might want to get >1t a place which it would be 
verY difficult to prove came under that definition. 
The houses to which the hon. member for Forti­
tude Valley referred would be regiotered under 
subsection 2 of clause 74, which had recently 
lwen enforced in South Brisbane. He thoughtl 
hon. members might allow the clause to go. It 
seemed to have worked well in Victoria. 

Mr. J\ioDOJ'\NELL said he knew there had 
been a good deal of evasion in connection with 
that law. 

'l'he HoME SECI\ETAI\Y: That is for want of 
thi" definition. 

Mr. J\fcDONNELL: Many persons stated 
they entertained friends, not lodgers, and so 
were enabled to evade the provision. As a rule 
it was only the people who put np the sign 
"private board 1nd residence" who were brought 
under the by-1>1W. It should be definitely stated 
that all those places, whether first-class, second­
class, or third-class lodging-houses, should come 
under the opemtion of the Act. 

The Hmm SECHE'l'AllY : So they do; that is 
prnvided in clanse H. 

l\h. McllON::--fELL : But in clause 72 there 
w•w thP qualifying term "for less than a week," 
which could be so easil:v evaded that it might be 
omitted altogether. Either all should be brought 
in or none at all. 
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The HOME SECRETARY: All lodging 
houses of every kind would have to be registered · 
but_ there were ~woclassesoflodging-houses-thos~ 
whwh were disreputable and those which were 
not. The latter, whether fashionable and expen­
sive places or those kept by people in a humbler 
walk of life, came under cbuse 74. It was 
necessary to take those clauses practically as 
they_ stood or else drop all inspection of common 
lodgmg-houses, and that he did not think would 
be at all desirable. 

Mr. HEm: We shall have generally to depend 
on the common sense of the local authority. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Exactly, to a very 
large extent. 

Mr. HIGGS: No doubt the Government had 
had a great deal of difficulty in so framing the 
clause as to carry out the intention of the 
Health Act-namely, the ]Jrevention of over· 
crowding. He could well understand, from his 
experience on the city council, the desire of 
those who had to administer the Act not to 
cause irritation and inconvenience to people who 
might, as the hon. member for Drayton and 
Toowoomba stated, have taken in one or two 
friends as boarders to augment their incomes· but 
the definition made might lead to evasion~ and 
also to invidious distinctions being made, which 
would be very unjust. Why use the language 
that had been put into the clause? One mi"'ht 
th_in~ the Government were dealing wlth 
cr1mmals. They talked of "common lodging­
houses" and "harbouring" persons. The word 
"harbouring" was generally used in connection 
with some offender against the law. If the hon. 
gentleman could see his way to strike out the 
word "common" it would remove the objection 
which many people who kept hoarding-houses 
had to have their places designated as common 
lodging-houses. 

The HOME SECRETARY: They will not be so 
designated. • 

Mr. HIGGS : The hon. gentleman had told 
them that private boarding-houses would come 
under that definition. 

The HoME SECRETARY: No. 
Mr. HIGGS : How was it possible to exclude 

a large boarding establishment which had its 
doors open till12, 1, or 4 in the mornino- and 
received visitors from the south or else~,'here, 
who only stayed two or three days? 

'The HOME SECRETARY : There were 
lodging-houses and common lodging-houses · and 
that was the distinction which w.ts drawn: In 
such a boarding-house as those to which the hon. 
member referred, although persons mightoccasion­
ally be taken in for a day or two, it did not 
necessarily follow that because of that it became 
a common lodging-house. He thought the word 
"harboured," as applied to a common lodging­
house, was very properly used. A man f0tmd in 
a house. ~fill-fame might say he was not a lodger, 
but a VISitor, and so an evasion might take place. 

Mr. HIGGS: But in clause 74 the term "com­
mon lodging-house " is nsed. 

The HOME SECHETARY: 'fhat was the 
1st subsection. It was the 2nd subsection he 
was speaking of. There was a possibility of 
over-crowding in a highly respectable lodging­
house. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 73-" Hegister of common lodging­

houses"-
Mr. HIGGS said the question was a very deli­

cate one, but it seemed to him that a lodging­
house kept by an unfortunate wido..v would be 
registered just the same as a house of ill-fame. 

The HoME SECRETARY : No ; certainly not. 
Mr. HIGGS : The hon. gentleman mentioned 

that the term "common lodging-house" was to 
be used in connection with those disreputable 
houses. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: And those merging 
upon them. 

Mr. HIGGS: I do not know enough about it. 

Clause put and passed. 

On clause 74-" By-laws, common lodging­
houses''-

Mr. STEPHENS moved the insertion of the 
following provision, after line 61 :-

(Iii.) Pre~o;cribing fees to be paid for the registration 
of common lodging-houses and houses let in lodgings.. 

Mr. DA WSON: He noticed by the &econd 
subsection that a time was to be 

[8'30 p.m.] fixed for the inspection of houses; 
and the number of persons who 

were living in one house or part of a house, and 
there were also to be regulation" ]Jrescribing the 
separation of the sexes and the registration and 
inspection of such houses. He would like to 
know if that provision was meant to apply all 
round-whether it applied to everybody in the 
community, ineluding all white people of respecta­
bility and otherwise-all Javanese, Chinese, 
AssyrianR, and people of various colours and 
tints? He might say that one of the greatest 
sources of evil that we had in Brisbane at the 
present time was the herding of the Assyrians 
in the city, and particularly in South Brisbane. 
He was pleased that both the members for South 
Brisbane were present, because it gave him an 
opportunity of making the statement in their 
presence. He believed that both of them bad 
been neglectful in their duty in not bringing 
under the notice of the proper authorities the 
herding of these Assyrians in small places in 
South Brisbane. He hoped that this wos intended 
to apply to this the greatest curoe they had in 
their industrial population. 

.Mr. STEPHENS assured the hon. member • 
that he did not know all the members for South 
Brisbane did. He had no doubt that the hon. 
member, l\fr. Turley, had done something in this 
matter. He (Mr. Stephens) was an alderman in 
South Brisbane, and he had done his best to 
have these places cleaned; and to have them in­
spected from time to time. As far as the law 
would allow, the authorities were doing their 
best to make these people live in a more civilised 
wa.y. They were not neglecting their duty at 
all. 

Mr. TURLEY thought the question raised by 
the ban. member for Charters Towers-whether 
this would cover these people--was correct, be­
cause he did not know whether the places they 
lived in came under the term "common lodging­
houees"? Numbers of them lived together as 
a sort of householders, but he did not know 
whether they could call their houses common 
lodging-houses. He thought the Home Secretary 
should tell them whether this clause would cover 
those people. 

The HOME SECRETARY: This was a clause 
emp0wering the local authority to make by-laws, 
and it would depend upon the local authority 
whether their by-laws were sufficiently compre­
hensive to deal with cases of the kind. 

Mr. TUHLEY : The term "common lodging­
house" meant a house in which persons are 
ordinarily lodged for hire for a single night or 
for less than a week at one time. He under­
stood that these people were not in that position. 

The HOl\1E SECJHETAHY: He did not see 
how they could get a better definition than these. 
They had been devised after many years of 
experience, not only here, but in the other 
colonies, and probably in the old country. The 
powers given here were >•ery wide, and provided 
generally for the good conduct of the houses. 
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Mr. SMITH thought something was required 
to meet the case of Assyrians who herded to­
gether. Their places might not come under the 
term "common lodging-houses," and the local 
authority might not have any power over them. 

Mr. S·rEPHENS: I£ it is occupied by people 
other than one family. 

Mr. HIGGS: The case might be met by fix­
ing the number of persons who from time to time 
might occupy a house, or part of a house, let in 
lodgings. 

'rhe HoilfE SECRETARY: Or occupied by more 
than one family-that is about as wide as you 
can make it. 

Mr. HIGGS: He hoped the Minister would 
not accept the amendment, for the reason 
that the common lodging-house, or house let in 
lodgings, was, generally speaking, kept by a 
widow or other poor person, who would find the 
registration fee of 10s. a year a hardship. 

Mr. STEPHENS thought the hon. member 
was talking in the wrong place. The clause 
gave local authorities power to frame by-laws; 
and if the hon. member, who wa~ in the North 
Brisbane Council, heard it proposed that a 
registration fee of 10s. should be inserted in a 
by-law, he might argue that it was too much. 
They must give the local authorities credit for 
possessing ordinary feelings, and allow them 
some freedom and scope. His experience of 
aldermen was that they had just as big he;1rts as 
members of Parliament. 

Mr. FISHER was of opinion that it was not 
necessary to have a fee for that purpose at all. 
lt would be a reflection on the draftsman to say 
that he could not draw a distinction between a 
house of ill-fame and a lodging-house where 
respectable people could be accommodated 
instead of going to a hotel. The discussion 
practically turned on that point. He cer~ainly 
could not support the hon. member for South 
Brisbane in making people pay a registration fee 
because they were too poor to make people 
believe that their lodgers were their friends. 

The HOilfE SECRETARY : That is not the pro­
po8al. 

Mr. FISHER : \Vel!, it gave the local authori­
ties power to do that. The hon. gentleman knew 
that if they gave the local authorities power to 
collect a fee, they would appoint a man to collect 
those fees, and he would take care to hunt up 
every person from whom a fee could be extorted 
and 'have them registered, and the result would 
not be beneficial. The amount collected would 
be by no means an equivalent of the injury 
that would be done to honest people who were 
earning a livelihood in a perfectly legitimate 
way. He trusted the amendment would be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. McDONNELL hoped the Home Secre­
tary would not accept the amendment, but, if he 
was going to accept it, he hoped that the maxi­
mum fee should be fixed. He would oppose 
anything like 10s., because it was far too much. 
He would support 2s. 6d. or 5s., because if there 
was to be inspection it would be necessary that 
some small fee should be charged. The present 
fee charged in the municipality of Brisbane was 
too high. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It did not Feem 
to him to follow that it would necessarily be an 
annual fee. It might be a fee paid upon regis­
tration for the first time, but that was a matter 
they could fairly leave to the local authorities. He 
had no difficulty himself in leaving it to their 
common sense and good feeling. 

Mr. TURLEY : Y on know the different fees 
they put on. If you register a dog on one side 
of the river it is 2s. 6d., and if you register the 
same dog on the other side, you have to pay 5s. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Probably in the 
second case dogs were too numerous, and had 
become a nuisance. The ratepayers might trust 
their representatives to put on a r~a.sonal?le fee. 
He could quite understand cond1tions m one 
locality which were very d1fferel)t to the con­
ditions in another locality, and which warranted 
much higher fees being charged in the one: than in 
the other. It did not at all follow that 1t would 
be an annual fee. It might be a 2s. 6d. fee to 
cover the cost of registration. Where there ;was 
registration there should be a fee _of so!lle kmd, 
if it was only to pay for the reg1strat10n. He 
really thought it was a matter they need not 
waste time over and for his part he had no 
diffculty in leaving it to the local authorities. 

Mr FISHER was still nnoatisfied with the 
reaso~s which had been given as to the necessity 
for a reo-istration fee. The argument used by 
the seni~r member for Fortitude Valley was that 
if you were going to h:we inspection t~er<;> should 
be a fee w bile the Home Secretary sa1d 1f there 
was reo-istration there should be a ·fee. It might 
happe1~, say in the case of a new rush to a gold­
field, that every house in the pl_ace would be 
partly occupied by friends or relat!Yes who were 
there for a time, and they w?nld all be. common 
lodging-houses within the stnct acceptatwn of the 
terin. The senior member for ]'ortitude Valley 
said that there must be inspection. \V ell, under the 
Bill power was giYen to inspect every house that 
was considered to require i?spection ; ':'nd, there­
fore, by a parity of reasomng, thPy m1ght e?'tort 
a fee from every house, to complete the smgu­
larity of the thing. He hoped the hon. memb~r 
would not press his amendment, but that 1t 
would be left to the good sense of the local 
authorities to look after their own affairs. 

Mr. FOG ARTY (Drayton and. 'l'ootcoomba) 
said that the amendment would giVe the local 
authorities a legal standing in regard to the 
passing of by-laws of tha~ sort. The men:b_ers 
of local authorities were m as good a pos1t10n 
to say what would be a reasonable charg_e for 
registration as hon. members of that Comm1ttee. 
If they did lay a heavy hand upon the unfortu­
nate widow it would only be for one year, 
beeause the ratepayers would have suffic!ent 
independence to infuse enough nevy blood mto 
the local authority at the next electwn to secure 
the rescinding of the obnoxious by-law. 

Mr. FISHER: If the hon. gentleman :voul_d 
tell him that, if he kept a paying guee~ m h1s 
house he would be prepared to have h1s house 
registered as a !Gdging-honse, he would agree 
with him. 

Mr. STORY : \Vhat sort of an article is a 
"paying guest"? 

Mr. FISHER : It was a phrase coined by the 
shabby genteel pwple, to prevent_ them being 
classed a3 lodgers in a common lodgmg-house. 

Mr. HIGGS asked the hon. member for Bris­
bane South if he would add the words " such fee 
not to be more than 5s. per house per annum"? 

Mr. STEP HENS: He did not mind. He 
was willing to submit to anything almost that 
they might get on with the Bill. 

Mr. HIGGS: What does the Mi~ister think? 
The HOME SECRETAHY: So am I. If 

the words were to be added he Ruggested they 
should take the form of a proviso-

Frovided that the scale of fees so prescribed ,shall not 
exceed 5s. l_)er house per annum. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved the addition of the 
proviso as stated. · 

Mr. :FISHER moved the omission of the 
words '~ per ann urn." 

Amendment put and negatived. 
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Question-That the words proposed to be 
added [the prociso] be so added-put and passed. 

Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 
And clause, as amended, put and passed. 
On clause 75, as follows:-
If in any P1'0ceedings for a breach of any of the pro­

visions of this Aet or of any by-law, Telating to common 
lodging-h?nses or honscs let in lodgingt', it is alleged 
that any 1nmat.es of any hon<:c or part. of a house are 
members of the same family, the bnrdf;n of proving such 
allegation shall lie on the lJerson making it. 

i\Ir. l!'ISH~R was not going to offer any 
strong opposrtwn to the clause, but he thought 
tha~ casting the burden of proof upon the per>on 
agamst whom the charge was made was some­
what foreign to their usual mocle of court pro­
cedure. It he.d been applied to Chinese, but he 
did not think it should apply to Europeans. 

The HOME SJ:<~CRETARY: Provisions of 
that sort were as common as noonday in our 
legislation, and the hon. member should know 
scores of cases in which the burden of proof was 
thrown upon the defendant. Unless they had 
some such prO\i,ion all prosecutions would fall 
to the ground. The reason for throwing the 
onus of proof upon the persons making the 
allegation that they belongeJ to the same family 
was that they were the only persons who had the 
knowledge which could su1iport the allegation. 

Mr. FISHER : Can you not conceive some very 
delicate Rituations in which the provision would 
be inadvisable? 

The HOMJ:<~ SECRETARY: Oh, well, they 
could not help that. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 76-" Nuisances"-
Mr. J:<'OGARTY drew attention to subsection 

7, under which "any chimney, not being the 
chimney of a priva.te dwelling-house, sending 
forth smoke in such a quantity as to be a 
nuisance" should be deemed to b? a nuisance 
liable to be dealt with in the mmmer provided 
in the Bill. He knew of a case where a specu­
lator came along and purchasecl some valu:tble 
ground, on which he erected a buildina 
that cost a considerable sum of money, but 
unfortunately a pioneer's cottage adjoined it. 
In consequence of the chimney being up against 

the first-class building tha.t he spoke 
[9 p.m.] of, the tenant no sooner took posses-

sion than he vacated it, and the 
local authority had no power to afford relief. 
He should like to hear what the Home Secretary 
had to say on the subject. 

The HOME SECRETARY: There were 
nuisances and nuisances. There was the ordinary 
nuisance which was sometimes to be found within 
the precincts of that Chamber. There was 
another kind of nuisance, the perpetrator of 
which was liable for damages at law, anri there 
was still another kind of nuisance which was 
dealt wi lh under the Bill. The fact that a 
chimney was a chimney of a private dwelling­
house would bring it outside the operation of 
that part of the Act, but it would not limit the 
right of the person who was damnified to bring an 
action against the perpetrator of the nuisance. 
He could p~ceed by ordinary action at law. 

Mr. RYLAND thought the local authorities 
should have more power to abate nuisances than 
they pos,,e <S·:d at present. It was ITenerally 
admitted that their powers were too li':nited in 
that respect, and that any new legislation should 
afford tl;lem ;;reater powers. He coulll not find 
that unde~· tht· Bill they were given any greater 
powers. In SU[Jport of his contention he would 
refer t.o :some evidenc<> given uefore the Royal 
CommissiOn on Local Government. Mr. Cahill, 

the Under Secretary for Justice, was under 
examination by Mr. \Voolcock, and he was 
asked-

There is a general by-law for the suppression of 
nuisances in the Act. Have you any obscrvatwus to 
make as to the extent to wllich that has been used, and 
whether it has been misread by the local authorities or 
not? It has been misread a grc:tt deal. The local 
authorities have endeavonred to apply it to all ordinary 
hettlth nuisancAs, and I do not think it ls applicable to 
that kind of nuisance at all. 

Are you aware that there is a. decision which says 
that the power to make by-laws as to nuisances only 
refers to such nuisances as ex 1st in common law? I 
believe so. 

'l,herefore any by-laws with l'E:.:;pect to nuisances that 
do not exist in common law would. be ultra 1 des~ I 
rthink so. 
He could not find that in that Bill local authorities 
were given any extended powers with regard to 
nuisances. 

Mr. FOGARTY would like to know why 
any exemptions should exist at all, considering 
that the local authorities were the judges as to 
whether the thing was a nuisance or not ? If 
discretionat'y power was left in their hands in 
one case why not in all? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Unless he was 
mistaken, the evidence read by the hon. member 
for Gympie related to nuisances generally which 
could be dealt with under the L0cal Government 
Act. It did not allude neceso1arily to matters of 
health. There were in the Local Government 
Bill which he hoped to submit to the House 
alterations which referred to matters regarding 
nuisances. He should be very glad if the hon. 
member would point out to him matters that 
were not covered by clause 7l\ and which ought to 
be included in a Health Act. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 77 put and passed. 
On clause 78-" Notice requiring abatement of 

nuisance''~ 
Mr. STEP HENS moved the following addi­

tion to the end of the clause:-
(8.) All expenses incurred by a local authority in per~ 

forming any work in or upon any laud in pursuance of 
this section shall, until repai.cl to the local authority by 
the person liable to pay the same, be and remain a 
charge upon the land, noHdthstanding any change that 
may take place in the ownership thereof. 

Mr. TURLEY: Under the clause the court 
would ha re to decide whether a trade was 
noxious or a nuisance. \Vas there any pro­
vision by which a person might &ppeal against 
the decision of the court ? 

YI:r. STEPHENS : 'l'he first clause on page 
27 would lead to the belief that justices would 
deal with the matter in the ordinary way. 

Mr. TURL]~Y: What was a noxious trade or 
a nuisance had to be decided in an ordinary 
magisterial court, and he asked-\V as there any 
right of appeal? A man might wish to take a 
matter further than the decision of the lower 
court, but there was nothin5 in the Bill which 
enabled him to do that. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The question as 
to whether a trade was noxious or not was a 
matter of evidence. 

Mr. TURLEY: But there is no appeal provided 
for. 

The HOME SECRETARY: A man could go 
for a quashing order in the ordmary way. 

J\Ir. TURLEY : There is nothing to prevent the 
work being carried on, if a person wanted to 
take the matter further. 

The HOMJ:<~ SECRETARY : In that ca'Je he 
could get an injunction. In the case where a 
mau's righls and business are interfered with, he 
could go to the Supreme Court for damages and an 
injunction, mrd that injunction would be granted 
on such terms and security as the court would 
think just. 
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Mr. TURLEY : Is not that very costly? 
The Hoi\IE SECHE'l'ARY : They could not help 

that. 
Mr. TURLEY : Could it not be provided in 

this Bill that the work should be stayed when 
notice of appeal was given? He understood the 
injunction system was a very expensive one, and 
he thought a much cheaper system of appeal than 
by way of injunction might be provided. A way 
of appeal should he provided without a man 
running the risk of insolvency. The injunction 
sy~tem might be good for lawyers, but it was 
not conducive to the well-being of the people 
interested in the various trades. He thought the 
Home Secretary could easily fix the matter. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He did not see 
how it could be done without a proper tribunal 
to issue an injunction. 

Mr. TIIRLEY: It might mean ruin to the 
person defending ths case. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It might mean 
ruin to a whole factory, and the owner of a 
factory might ultimately succeed in his con­
tention that the trade was not a noxious one. 

Mr. TIIRLEY: \Vould it not be better to pro­
vide for power of appeal under this Bill, instead 
of having to go to tr9 Supreme Court? 

'rhe HOME SECRETARY: If the aefendant 
was convicted he could get a quashing order. 

Mr. TURLEY : It w0uld take him some time to 
get that. 

'fhe HOME SECRETARY: No; judgment 
w~uld be suspended in the meantime. What he 
understood the hem. member to ask was what 
protection the defendant had against any action 
being taken to abate the nuisance pending the 
trial of the case. That could only be done by 
commencing an action in the Supreme Court, 
and obtaining an injunction on what was called 
an interlocutory proceeding, pending the final 
hearing and decision of the court as to who was 
in the right and who was in the wrong; and such 
injunction was ,·ery properly only granted by 
the court on certain terms and certain security. 

Mr. TURLJ<JY asked, in the event of the 
court making an order for certain work to Le 
done to abate an alleged nuisance, and the owner 
of the place refusing to execute that work, could 
the local authority carry it on before the appeal 
was settled ? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes; but if the 
local authority persisted in going on to a man's 
premises and interfering with his business he 
could go the same day for an injunction, the only 
delay being the time that would. be taken in 
getting a copy of the depositions and preparing 
afhda vits, and he would get what was called an 
order nisi, which would stop everything until the 
case was finally determined. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as 
amended, put and passed. 

Clauses 7!l and 80 put and passed. 
On clause t:i1-" Individual may complain to 

justice of nuisance"-
Mr. TURLEY pointed out that under the 

clause as it stood there was a possibility of an 
injustice being done. It was provided that­
" Complaint may be made of the existence of a 
nuisance on any premises in the area by any 
person aggrieved thereby, or by any inhabitant 
of the area, or by any owner of land within the 
area." vVould it not be fair and reasonable to 
provide that notice should be given to abate the 
nuisance before a person was dragged into court? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The probability 
was that a man would get notice, but he did not 
think it was usual to require that notice should 
be gi veu in such cases. As a matter of fact, in 
adrninistering a Ineasure such as this, a 1nan 
generally got notice several times before legal 
proceedings were taken. 

Mr. TURLEY thonaht that notice should be 
P'iven to the owner or~ occupier of the premises 
before action was taken in court, and that it 
would be an improvement to the clause if, before 
the word "complaint," they inserted "after 
due notice has been ginn." 

The HOYIE SECRETARY: This had qeen 
the law since 1884. 

:!'vir. TuHLEY: Yes, but we are altering it now. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Why should 

they alter the provision, unless it could be shown 
th&t an injustice had been done under it? He 
had never heard of any injustice being done 
under the clause, and it did not necessarily follow 
that because the local authorities might be more 
active in the future than they had been in the 
past, they would be more unreason~ble: 

J'vlr. TURLEY : Is there any obJectwn to a 
person who is responsible for a n~isance being 
notified before a complaint is made m court? 

'l'he HOME SECRETAHY: Suppose it was 
a second offence; that a man had been fined and 
would not amend his ways, were they always to 
give him notice? How long would the hon. 
n1en1ber give him? 

Mr. TURLEY: A week. 
The HOMJ~ SECRETARY: He th0ught it 

would be better to leave the clause as it stood, 
seeing that they had not heard that it had worked 
any injustice. 

iYir. RYLAND: Under the clause a house­
holder could be pulled into court by anyone who 

chose to make a complaint against 
[fl·30 p.m.] him, and ho was certainly as much 

entitled to have notice served upon 
him as he was if the local authorities made the 
complaint. 

Mr. HIGGS thought clause 78 met the case, 
and that the private individual who made the 
complaint would ha,·e to give notice just the 
same as the local anthorities. 

Mr. TURLJ<;Y: The two cases were quite 
different. Clause 78 provided that the local 
authorities must serve notice. Clau3e 81 pro­
vided that the pri' :1.te individual making a com­
plaint could take the person straight to court 
without having to ,;erve a notice on him at all. 

The HOME.SECUETARY : The reason why 
the local authority had to give notice was that 
the local authority was clothed with large powers, 
whereas the individual aggrieved was not. 

Mr. JENKINSOX: But why should not a man 
get a notice when a complaint is made by an 
individual? 

The HO:\lE SECRJ~TARY: Because the 
power;; conferred upon the local authority were 
very much wider than those confe_rred upon the 
individual. It would be a novel thmg to say that 
no one should lay a complaint against anybody 
for a breach of the law without giving him a 
week's notice that he intended to do so. 

Mr. JENKINSOX: It might be done to harass a 
man, probably. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Had it been 
done in the past? 

Mr. JENKIXSON: He believed there had been 
instances of the kind. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Was not the 
knowledge that a man might be harassed if he 
broke the law a very good way of keeping hi'!' 
within the law? He would only be)larassed If 
he broke the law. 

J\ilr. TURLJ<"JY suggested that some provision 
be inserted in the clause to the effect that notice 
should be served on the individual responsible 
for the nuisance before the court proceedings 
corrnneuced. 

Mr. STEP HENS: He entil'ely disagreed with 
the idea of giving a man notice. Living next 
door to him there might be a fish shop, the 
owner of which threw all his rubbish under his 
sitting-room window, and thus created a nuisance. 
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If you gave him twelve hours' notice to shift 
it, he would do so, but the same process might 
be repeated day after day, and he (Mr. Stephens) 
would have no redress at all. If such persons 
could not be summoned as soon as they created 
a nuisance, they would leave it for the full 
tirqe of the notice, but it would be practically 
a continual nuisance, although not arising from 
the same material. It was necessary to get 
straight at the person who on.nsc·d the nuisance. 
Citizens WAre not in the habit of going about 
seeking out nuisances which did not affect them­
selves, and if a complaint was made for the 
purpose of harassing a man the judges would 
soon let him know what costs were. 

Mr. TCRLEY: But the local authority which 
had far larger powers, had to serve a notice. 

Mr. STEPHENS : The local authority 
would tell a man that if the nuisance occurred 
again they would summon him forthwith. They 
would not give him another notice. 

Mr. TURLEY: The hon. member knew very 
well that under clause 7H they must have notice 
given to them. In the case of an individual, 
however, without giving notice, h3 conld take 
them into conrt, and have the wbole matter 
brought up there. The individual would have 
greater power than the local authority. 

Hon. 'l'. MACilONALD-PATEHSON: He is the 
party affected. He is the party who has his nose 
on the subject. 

Mr. TURLEY: As a rule a number of people 
were affected by these nui,ances, and the local 
authority wonld have to step in and have them 
abated. The local authority represented other 
people than those who might have given notice, 
and there could be a good deal of injustice done 
under an Act like this. He did not see why the 
ban. gentleman should want to give the indivi­
dual greater powers than the local authority. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The individual 
had not greater power than the local authority. 
The local authority was authorised to act without 
going into the courts at all. It could simply say 
to the alleged offender, "Abate that nuisance," 
and give him a certain time to do it in ; and if 
he did not, they could step in and do it for him. 

Mr. TURLEY: Under clause 78, the local 
authority had to bring the person before the 
court, and get an order. 

The HOME SECRETARY : 'l'he offence 
there was the absolute commission of a nuisance. 
For instance, a complaint under section 81 could 
be laid by anybody; they need noG proceed 
under clause 78 unless they wished. If they 
thought that it was a case in which the man did 
not understand that he was committing a nnis­
auce, they could give him notice to abate it. 
If the notice were given for the nuisance to be 
abated by the following day, it might be abated 
accordingly, and the next day it would be there 
again, and the unfortunate man who was giving 
notice might be constantly giving notice, and the 
nuisance be continuing all the time. 

Hon. T. MACDONALD-PA'l'ERSON: Probably 
aggravated. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It might be. It 
would work so that you never could get a con­
viction, and you would never get the nuisance 
abated. 

Mr. HIGGS was sorry that the hon. gentleman 
did not see tl1>1t it was necessary for persons to 
have notice-that he gave to the individual greater 
powers than he gave to the local authorities. Ac­
cording to him the nuisance would be a continuing 
one, and there would be no means of getting it 
abated. He did not think it would in any way 
deteriorate the strength of the clause if the hon. 
gentleman would insert in line l!l, after the word 
"thereupon," the words "and the like notice." 

The HmiE SECRETARY ; You might just as well 
strike the claUi;e out altogether. 

Mr. HIGGS : 'l'he local authority was com­
pelled tu send in notice. \Vhy should not the 
local authority be empowered to take a man who 
was committing" nuisance direct into court? 

The HmiE SECRETARY : So it iR. 'The party 
may be summoned by the local inspector. 

Mr. HIGGS: He understood this clause to be 
meant to meet a case where there was not a local 
authority, or if a man did not care to approach 
the local authority. 

The HoME SECI\ETATIY : The local authority 
may do the same thing by its inspector. 

Mr. HIGGS : He supposed if the Minister 
could not see the point he would not accept any 
amendment. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: I do not know why 
you should say that. 

Mr. HIGGS sa1d he wonld withdraw the 
remark. In clause ill, line 22, there seemed to 
be an error in construction. The words were 
"as in the case of a complaint relating to a 
nuisance, made by the local authority." He 
thought the words "by the local authority" 
ought to follow the word "complaint." 

The HmiE SECRETARY: Then it would be 
local authority relating to a nuisance. 

Mr. HIGGS : He thought that would be 
clearer than "relating to a nuisance made by a 
local authority." 

The Ho~IE SECI\ETARY : It only needs a couple 
of commas to make it clear. 

Mr. RYLAND: It seemed to be the inten­
tion of the clause to follow the same procedure 
that had to be taken under clause GO, which pro­
vided that, in the event of a local authority 
neglecting to remove house refuse, after seven 
d"ys' notice being given to the occupier, if the 
nuisance was not abated, the local authority 
might be proceeded against. If an individual 
did not abate a nuisance, he stood in exactly the 
same position as the local authority in the other 
case, :tnd should have seven days' notice before 
being dealt with. 'l'he last words of the 1st 
paragraph showed the analogy, as they read­
" as m the case of a complaint relating to a 
nuisance made by a local authority." 

The HOME 'SECRETARY: That did not 
refer to a nuisance made by a local authority, 
but to a c1mplaint made by a local authority. 
All that was needed to make it clear was a 
eau ple of commas. 

Mr. HIGGS: It was such an eyeBore to him 
that he begged to move the omission of the 
words "relating to a nuisance made by the local 
authority," with the view of inserting the words 
"made by the local authority relating to a 
nuisance.'' 

Amendment agreed to. 
Mr. HIGGS wished to draw attention to 

a statement which had jnst been made to him 
by Mr. Bell, a barrister, to the effect that the 
inspector of a municipality would have no power 
under this clause, because he wonld not be the 
person aggrieved. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He would be an inhabi­
tant, and any inhabitant in the area may take 
action. 

Mr. HIGGS : Perhaps the inspector might 
live in another area. 

The HOME SECRE1'ARY : Then he would pro· 
bably get someone else to take action. 

Mr. HIGGS : Mr. Bell informed him that the 
question came before Justice Cock burn, who said 
that it was a glaring instance of parliamentary 
injustice that no notice should be given. 

The HoME SECRETARY : I am afraid he had 
not very much experience of nuisances or of 
local government. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Clauses 82 to 85, inclusive, put and passed. 
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Clause 86-" By-laws"-was passed after being 
amended by the insertion, on the motion of Mr. 
STEPHENS, of the following paragraph, to 
follow paragraph 2 :-

Regulating the keeping of poultry, pigeons, or other 
birds upon any premises. 

On clause 87-" Inspection of food"-
Mr. HIGGS asked whether it would not be 

wise to insert some provision in the clause 
whereby the manufacturer of adulterated goods 
should be first proceeded against. He had in 
his mind one or two great cases of hardship in 
which stor<Jkeepers in Brisbane had been pro­
ceeded against for selling jams which were not 
up to the strtndard guality, and those store­
keepers had no positive means of ascertaining 
whether the goods were adulterated or not. 

The HOME SECRETARY : They bought on the 
strength of the brands? 

Mr. HIGGS: Yes. It struck him that they 
might put in some words like these at the end of 
the clause--" Provided that the manufacturer 
shall in all cases be proceeded against as well as 
the person who sells the article complained of." 

Mr. STEPHENS : If the stuff is marle in Sydney 
or London, what will you do? 

The HOME SECRETARY : Or Germany ? 
Mr. HIGGS: He saw a difficulty there, but it 

would still be admitted that there 
[10 p.m.] was something in his contention. 

Only the other day a hotelkeeper 
had informed him that he was threatened with 
a pro~ecution for selling ginger beer which was 
either more or less than ginger beer, though he 
bought it in a bottle which, if opened, would 
render the article unsaleable. How was he to 
know what it was. That was another case in 
which the manufacturer should be the person 
proceeded against. One case in which a fine 
was inflicted for the sale of a tin of jam that was 
not up to the proper standard was one in which 
the man fined had only been in the business a 
few months, and in such a case the defendant's 
reputation and busines• might be greatly injured. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Surely the pro­
viso to clause !JO would meet all ~uch cases. lt 
said:-

Provided that no person shall be liable to be con­
victed under the vrovbions of this section in respect of 
the sale of any food or drug, if he shows to the 
satisfaction of the justices that he did not know of the 
food m· drug sold by him being so mixed, coloured, 
stained, or powdered, and that he could not with 
reasonable diligence have obtained that knowledge. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 88 put and passed. 
On clause 89- " By-laws- food- unsound 

food"-
Mr. RYLAND thought the local authority 

should have power to make by-laws with respect 
to the storage as well as the carriage, distribu­
tion, and inspection of all kinds of perishable 
foods. He moved the insertion of the word 
"storage" after the word " carriage," in line 
43. He had referred to the matter on the second 
reading, and had mentioned that he had known 
Chinamen to keep bananas wrapped up in 
blankets in which they were accustomed to 
sleep. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and passed. 

On clause 90-" Mixture of food with injurious 
ingredients, and selling the same"-

The HOME SECRETARY moved the omis­
sion of the words "sell~ any food so mixed, 
coloured, stained, or powdered; or," with a view 
of inserting the following :-

(ii.) Mixes, colours, stains, or powders, or orders or 
permits any other person to mix, colonr, stain, or 
powder, any food with any ingredient or material pre­
pared from coal tar, 01' with carbolic acid or any <..f its 
preparations, or creosol, or borax, or boric acid, or sul­
phuric acid, or salicylic acid, or salicylate of soda, or 

formic aldehyde, or fnsel oil, or picric acid, or benzene 
or any of its derivatives, or sodium silicate, or alum, or 
any of the salts of lead, copper, or tin, or any alkaloid, 
or parallin, or saccharine or sodium fluoride, or any 
other substance, ingredient, or material which the 
Governor in Conncil by Order in Council under the pro­
vlsions of this section declares to be an injurious 
ingredient, with intent that the same may be sold in 
that state; or 
He might mention that those were, after very 
n,ature c'msideration, the ingredients which 
were recommended by the Government Analyst 
to be placed in the Bill. There were two of 
them which be would ask leave to omit-namely, 
boric acid and formic aldehyde. The reasqn for 
omitting them was that at the present time they 
were nsed in the dairying industry. Strictly 
speaking, he believed they were injurious to 
health, more or less, but they were med for the 
purpose of preserving cream and milk, and the 
alternative to their use would be pasteurising, 
an alternative which would press hardly on the 
poorer dairymen on account of its cost. If at 
any time it was found necessary to include those 
ingredients, it could be done by an Order in 
Council. He did not suppose any hon. member 
was competent to say wh!tt materials ought or 
ought not to be included. They were obliged to 
accept the opinion of an expert, and he presumed 
the Government Analyst had thoroughly con­
sidered the matter and consulted the best 
authorities. 

Amendment agreed to. 
On the motion of the HOME SECRJ:<JTARY, 

the clause was further amended by the addition of 
the words-

Sells a.ny food so mixed, coloured, stained, or powdered 
as in the two last preceding subsections mentioned. 

Clause, as further amended, put and passed. 
On clause 91-" Sale of food and drugs not of 

nature, substance, and qurtlity demanded"­
The HO~IE SECRETARY moved the inser­

tion after the word " gin " of the word; "as 
determined by Sike's hydrometer." 

Mr. JENKINSON thought it quite possible 
that an improved hydrometer might be invented. 
"Why not say "Sike's or other approved hydro­
meter." 

The HOME SECRETARY: Sike's hydro­
meter had been recognised as long as he could 
remember as the most approved method of 
testing spirits. If it was improved upon it 
would still be known as " Sike's hydrometer." 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, asrtmended 
put and passed. 

Clause 92 put and passed. 
On clause 93-" Giving of label"-
The HOME SECRETARY moved the inser­

tion of the following provision :-
Such label shall not be deemed to be distinctly and 

legibly written or printed unless it is so written or 
printed that the notice of mixture given by the label is 
not obscured by other matter on the label. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended 
put and passed. 

Clause 94 put and passed. 
On clause 95-" Purchaser may have article 

analysed "--
The HOME SJ:<~CRETARY moved the omis­

sion of the words "a fee prescribed by the 
commissioner by regulations (which regulations 
the commissioner is empowered to make) be 
entitled to have such food or drug analysed by 
the analyst," with a few of inserting the words 
"the prescribed fee be entitled to have such food 
or drug analysed by an analyst." 

Amendment agreed to. 
The HOMliJ SECRETARY also moved the 

insErtion, after the word "permit," on the 3!lth 
line, of the words "by the purchaser in the 
presence of the seller or his agent." 

Amendment agreed to. 
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The HOME SECRETARY moved the addi­
tion of the following words :-

And if snch seller or agent so de~ire~. with the 
seal or distinguishing m;-trk of such licensee or person, 
H.s well as of the inspector. 
His attention had been called to the fact that 
under the Licensing Act the same privilege was 
allowed to the seller, and it was a' <ciled of very 
properlv. Inspectors in the old country, and 
possibly here, had been subjected to ad verse 
criticiqm on the part of defendants; who, when 
they har! been convicted, alleged that the inspec­
tor had tampered with the samples before they 
had come before the magistrates. The words he 
proposed to insert would give the seller the 
opportunity of proving anything of that sort. 
With the exception o£ the words "or dis­
tinguishing mark," the clause was simil>tr to 
section 87 of the Licensing Act. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause fnrther amencled verbally and agreed to. 
The HOME SECRETARY moved the imer-

[l0·3o p.m.] tion of the foll_?wing new clau~e to 
follow clause g,J :-

Any State inspector or medical officer of health or 
other officer authorised in that behalf by the local 
authority or the eommi''":.ioner may, in exercise of the 
powr.rs ('Onfcrrcd by thif' Act,-

(i.) At alll'f"Lsonable hours have access to all pnhlic 
or private salerooms occupied or used by mer­
chants, brokers, wholesale <lealcrs, or other 
person.;;, and to all public and _private warc­
hon~es, fa,ctorit.s, stort~. qnays, ~heels, ::;;hips, or 
bargc8 where food or drngs are offered for sale 
or depo:.:ited for the purpose of sale, and sclze 
or procure samples of any snch food or drngs; 

(ii.) Heize or p1·ocnre samples of any food or drugs 
at the place of delivel'~', m· :tt any railway 
.:.;tation m· other plaee dnring- r:ransit, or upon 
the premises of or elsewhere in the possession 
of any person for the purpose of carriage ; 

(iii.) t:leize or procure at the port of entry or else­
where Ram pies of any food or drugs imported 
as merchandise; 

(iv.) Por any of the purposes afore,,·,aid break open 
any pan~el, box, barrel, basket, bag, case. tin. or 
other package in which such food or drugs may 
lJe contained. 

New clause put and paesed. 
Clauses ()() and 97 put and passed. 
The HOME SECRETARY moved the inser­

tion of the following new clause to follow clame 
97:-

In every proceeding under the provisions of this Act 
with respect to any drug, the pharmacopccia, as defined by 
the B1·itish Pharmacopceia Adopting Act, 1898, shall be 
taken as the standard. 

New clause put and passed. 
The HOME SECRETARY moved the inser­

tion of the following new clause to follow the 
clause last passed :-

The consignee or other person having the cnstody of 
any food or drug imported into Queensland shall 
permit any State inspector or medical officer of health, 
or other officer authorised in that behaU by the local 
authority or the cmmnissionm·, to take snch samples of 
any such consignment as may be necessary for the 
enforcement of the provisions of this Aet. 1\·hen such 
officer takes a sample of any such consignment, he 
shall divide it into three pmts, and Hhall deliver or 
send one of tbe parts to the consignee or his agent. 
He shall retain one of the parts for f•ltnre comparison, 
and shall submit the third part to a State analyst or 
State expert. 

If upon analysis m· examination the same is 
found to be adnltcrated or impoverished, or if it hn.s 
been mixed ·with any other snbstance, or if any part of 
it has been abstracted so as in any case to alleet in­
juriously its CJttality, substance. or nature, the food or 
drug shall not be delivered to the consignee except with 
the sanction of the commissionqr, and subjeet to such 
terms and conditious as he thinks fit to impose. 

If upon such analy<;;is or examinatinn any food is 
found to be nnfit for the food of man, such consignment 
shall be destroyed or othor,vise dealt with as the com­
m1ssioner directs : 

Provided that no food shall be deemed to be adulter­
ated by the adclltion merely of vegetable colouring 
matter of such a nature and in such <lUantity as not to 
render the food injurious to bealth. 

He might mention that this clause was taken 
from the English Act, and that they had a pro­
vision with regard to the deterioration of foods, 
so far as it related to tea, already on the statute­
book. 

Mr. KIDSTO~ did not rise for the purpose of 
discussing the new clause, but merely to point 
out to the hon. gentleman that the next time he 
had a Bill to introduce into the House be might 
construct it before he introduced it, instead of 
wasting the time of the Committee and the 
country in this way. 

The HOME SECRETARY did not know 
whether the hon. member was present and heard 
what he said on a previous occasion. If the bon. 
member was, then he could only regard his 
remarks as an impertinence. He explained at 
the time that owing to the absence of the Govern­
ment Analyst in England his suggested amend­
ments did not reach him until after the Bill was 
in print. He should have thought that one 
intimation of that sort was sufficient for people 
o£ ordinary intelligence, but evidently the hon. 
member was not a person of that description. 
Hon. members should understand that there 
was a certain amount of courtesy due in that 
Chamber, and if the hon. member for Rock­
hampton was unable to observe that, and took it 
upon himself to lecture him, he was not going to 
submit to it. 

Mr. KIDSTON : He would not have given 
the hon. member the advice he gave him 
if he had known how it would have been 
received. The fact remained that once the Bill 
got out of committee its own· mother would not 
know it-if it had a mother. He thought the 
complaint he made was quite legitimate after the 
hon. member complaining about other members 
wasting the time of the Committee. 

Mr. JENKI NSON asked whether it ought not 
to be provided that the snmples should be 
sealed, as was provided in clause 95? 

The HOME SECRETARY: It did seem 
anomalous that they should have the provision 
to which the hon. member referred in one clause 
and not in the other; but the reason was that 
this clause related to the importation o£ goods in 
bulk, while the other clause related to goods 
offered for sale in small quantitiEs. 

Mr .• JENKINSON thought it would makP 
the Bill more nniform to have the same provision 
in this clause, but he would not waste time dis­
mJSsing the matter. 

New clause put and passed. 
The HOM]~ SECRETARY moved the fol­

lowing new clause to follow the clause last 
passed:-

Any person who sells or exposes for sale any 
substance or compound under the name or dPscrip­
tion of or with intent that the same may he used 
as a disinfectant, deodoriser, germicide, preserva­
tive, antiseptic, sanitary powder, or sanitary fluid, 
without disclosing the name or name~ of :n~ch 
substance or eompound and the pm·centage of achve 
ingredients contained in the same by a label dis­
tinctly and legibly wrttten or printed on or with the 
substance or compound, shall be liable to a penal-r;y not 
exceeding fifty pounds. 

The provisions of this Act relating to the analysis or 
examination of food and arugs shall apply to all sub­
stances and compounds in this section referred to. 

New clause put and pas>ed. 
The HOME SECRETARY moved the follow­

ing new clauc.e to follow the clause last passed :-
The commissioner may from time to time make 

regulations with respect to all or any of the following 
matters-namely, 

(i.) Prescribing the fees to l)e paid by persons 
applying to be approved and registered as 
public analysts or public experts. 

(ii Prescribing the fees to be paid by pm·sons for 
the analysis or examination of foods, drugs, or 
disinfectants. 
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(iii.) Settling and appointing standa1·ds for the 
composition of foods, drugs, and disinfectants, 
and, subject as hereinbefore provided with 
regard to spirits, the amount of dilution, if any, 
to be allowed in the sale by retail of any foods 
or drugs. 

(iv .) Settling and appointing standards of the 
amount of deterioration or natural poverty, if 
a.ny, in any food or drug to be permitted with­
out prosecution under the provisirms of this 
Act. 

(v .) Settling and appointing standards of the 
amount and kind, if any, of foreign substances 
to be allowed for the preservation or tl<Lvonring 
of preserved foods. 

(vi.) Regulating the wording upon labels to be used 
in the sale of mixed or altered foods, drugs, or 
disinfectants. 

It would be noticed that he had omitted the 
word "manufactured" from the amendment as 
printed. The reason was that milk, for instance, 
was not a manufactured food, yet it ought to be 
included, and probably there were other foods to 
which the same remark would apply. 

Mr. JEJ\'KINSON: The Gth sub-clause 
seemed rather stringent. To alter the wording 
upon labels on goods imported into the colony 
from the Continent of Europe seemed to be 
putting a very big power into the hands of the 
commissioner. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It might be 
taken for granted that the commissioner and the 
Executive would be alive to the evils of interfer­
ing with trade, but it might be very desirable 
that labels for locally manufactured articles­
including in that all articles of Australian 
manufacture-should be regulated. And with 
regard to foreign manufactures, they constantly 
bore labels and advertisements which distinctly 
referred to the colony. ]for instance, it was not 
unusual to see on goods manufactured in 
Germany a statement that they were manu­
factured specially for a particular firm in Queens­
land. They were very much alive to the 
requirements of their customers. 

New clause put and passed. 
Clauses 98 to 100, inclusive, put and passed. 
On clause lOt-" Shops may be searched for 

bread short of weight within twenty-four hours 
after baking"-

Mr. JENKINSON : The clause provided that 
auy justice, or officer, or policeman might enter 
at any time into "any house or premises belong­
ing to, or in the occupation of, any baker." 
That meant that a baker's private dwelling­
house could be entered at any time. A previous 
searching clause contained the' words "at all 
reasonable hours." 

The HOME SECRETARY : All hours are reason­
able with a baker. 

Mr. JENKINSOJ\': But 
his private dwelling-house. 
the insertion of the words 
hours." 

not with regard to 
He would suggest 
"at all reasonable 

The HOME SECRETARY: What were rea· 
sonable hours for a baker wonld be unreasonable 
hours for anybody else. It was better to leave 
the clause as it stood. That was the law now, 
and he had not heard that it had been abused in 
any way, or had been a subject of complaint. 

Mr. JENKINSON said he would not press the 
point. 

Mr. MoDONNELL : He had noticed that 
when legislation had been intro­

[11 p. m.] duced on the question of labour, 
hon. members were very concPrned 

about the sanctity of the dwelling. For instance, 
in the Factories Act there were certain provisions 
made with regard to the inspector entering the 
dwelling-house. That Act provided that the 
inspector should be at liberty to enter at all 
reasonable hours of the day or night. In this 
case the inspector might enter the baker's 
premises at aiJy time in the day or night for the 

purpose of finding out light-weight bread. He 
thought if the principle contended for in the 
case of the Factory Act was good, it was also 
applicable to this Bill. It was a rather drastic 
provision that the iEspector could enter into the 
baker's private house at any time. 

The HmiE SEORic'l'ARY: That is not intended, 
unless it is the bakehouse. 

Mr. l\IoDOXNELL: The only way of en­
trance to the bakehouse might be through the 
dwelling, and in that case t.he sar.ctity of the 
dwelling-which hon. members were so particu­
lar about-might be violated. He thought the 
word "reasonable" should be inserted. 

Mr. STEPHENS: \Vhat is a reasonable time for 
a baker? He works at night. 

Mr. MoDONNELL : An unreasonable honr 
to enter the baker's house would be in the middle 
of the night, and practically there would be no 
necessity for it. 

The HOME SECTIETARY: The hon. mem­
ber must recollect that the baker not only turned 
flour into bread, but night into day. It the lwn. 
member wished it, he had no objection to 
putting in "all reasonable· hours of the day or 
night," as in the J<'actories Act. 

Mr .• TENKINSON thought the inclusion of 
those words would protect the baker. 

The HO:\U~ SECRETARY: If an inspecLor 
unnecessarily went into a private dwelling, 
instead of g·oing to the bakehouse, he would 
stand a very good chance of losing his billet. 
The local authority was bound by public opinion 
in these matters, and their oflicer, being also 
amenable to public opinion, could be trusted not 
to overstep his duties. 

Question put and passed. 
Clauses 102 to lOG put and passed. 
On clause 107-" Por,session of ingredients for 

the adulteration of bread "- ~ 

The HO:\IE SJWRETARY: He had been 
furnished that morning with a list of suggested 
amendments by the Master Bakers' Association. 
In their letter they referred to a deputation from 
their body which waited upon the late Mr. 
Byrne.s in 1805, who, they said, had expressed 
himself f<tvourable to some of their views, and 
promised that when the opportunity offered he 
would give effect to them. On looking up the 
report of that deputation he found that Mr. 
Byrnes was very guarded in what he did say, 
and certainly he did not promise to give effect to 
their views. 

Mr. MoDO:"NELL: What do they want? 
The HOME Sl<~CRETAHY: They wanted a 

variety of things, but, as he had only got their 
list of suggestions that morning, he had been 
unable to consider them nt any gn·;tt length. 

Jlilr. JE:\'KINSON : Why not postpone this 
clause? 

The HOMlii SECRETATIY: He did not pro­
pose to accept any of them. He merely men­
tioned the matter in justice to the Master Bakers' 
Association, and to say that he was unable to 
accept any of their sugge;;tions. 

Mr. ,JENKINSON: \Yell, why delay the Com­
mittee? 

The HOME SECRETARY: He did not 
want to delay the Committee. He might men­
tion tha.t one of the things they had asked for in 
1895 was conceded in a. clause they had alrPady 
pas.sed-that wa.s eighteen hours instead of 
twenty-four. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 108-" Infectious disease, ; hospi­

tals"-
Mr. STEPHENS thought tbat was a fitting 

opportunity for raising the C[nestion of what 
financial assistance the Government were r;oiug to 
give the local authorities. They were placing 
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additional burdens on the local authorities, and 
many of them were very anxious to know what 
was going to be done to relieve them. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It would be 
remembered that the Local Government Bill 
which had been introduced in 1890, proposed 
that the financial aspect of the <Juestion should 
be dealt with in a separate Bill. "What form it 
would ultimately assume he had not been able 
to make up his mind to so far. He spoke, of 
course, of the differe,ntial system of endowment 
which obtained in Victoria, where there were six 
different classes of local authorities. It was 
quite clear th>:<t if matters connected with local 
government were extended it necessarily meant 
increased· expenditure. It was also e<Jually clear 
that the present rating powers of local authorities 
and the amount they recei1•ed in endowment 
would not be sufficient to enable them to provide 
for emergencies and to carry out all the duties 
that were requested of them by that Bill, and 
indeed, by the present law. They had had that 
thoroughly demonstrated by the abnormal ex­
penditure which had been necessary in connection 
with the phtgue epidemic. Had it not been for 
the very snbstantial help which had been 
given by the Government, it would have been 
impossible for the loc~l authorities to have 
carried out their duties. The Government 
expenditure in connection with that epidemic in 
Brisbane alone had probably not been far short 
of £12,000, while the local authorities had spent 
very nearly £5,000 from their own funds. Of 
course, a good deal of that had been spent 
in sanitation, which it might be said they should 
have done under any circumstances, but a good 
deal of the expenditure was caused by the 
exceptional and emergent state of affairs which 
was brought about by the ad vent of plague. 
Hon. members might, however, take it from him 
th<tt not only the present Government, but any 
Government, would necessarily have to see that 
the resources of the local governing bodies 
were not overtaxed. -whether it would be 
desirable in the future to increase the rating 
power of local authorities, or whether the 
Treasurer would be able to see his way to 
increase t'le endowment, he did not know, but 
the action of the Government in reference to the 
plague epidemic ought to be taken as a sufficient 
guarantee that the Government was prepared in 
emergencies, at all events, to do its dnt"y by the 
local authorities. He did not know whether he 
could say very much more on the point. 

Mr. .JENKINSON was perfectly satisfied 
with the hem. gentleman's •tatement, but he was 
afraid it would hardly satisfy the local authori­
ties. The large additional expense that was 
being placed on their shonlders would practically 
prevent many of them from knowing how they 
were going to meet their engagements. In a 
subsequent clause in that part of the Bill power 
was given to them to remove or destroy bnild­
ings, and, as they would have to pay compensa­
tion, in some cases it would mean an enormous 
expense. During the time he was crossing the 
Pacific some months ago the plague was raging 
at Honolulu, and the authorities found it 
necessary to burn down the residences of 
between 9,000 and 10,000 Asiatics. If it should 
be found necessary to take similar action in 
Queensland, the local authorities wonld be 
unable to find tha money to provid~ compenso­
tion, and a clause should be inserted in the Pill 
providing that Rome proportion of the expense 
incurred should be borne"by thR Government, 

The HOME SECRETARY: He did not 
think it advioahle to do that, because it referred 
entirely to emergency cases. At present the 
Government were paying two" thirds of the com­
pensation incurrRd by tha local 'authorities in 
the destruction of buildings, and asked only that 

in connection with buildings-not in connection 
with furniture and goods-the consent of the 
Minister should be obtained before any building 
was destroyed. In the case of buildings of little 
value some local authorities had burnt them first 
and notified him afterwards. He had drawn 
attention to the fact that that was not exactly 
according to the arrangement made, but he had 
made no objection. However, if it came to the 
de,trnction of an expensive building he would 
probably get his back up if that kind of thing were 
done. ln a matter of this sort the contribution by 
the central Government might very well be left 
to the pressure of public opinion. As showing 
that, he might mention that when at first it had 
not been anticipated that the expenditure upon 
local auth<,rities would be so heavy as it had be­
come, he had thought it would be a fair thing if 
the Government were to pay half. A deputa­
tion which had subsequently waited upon him had 
satisfied him that half the cost in connection with 
the establishment of plague ho~pitals and com­
pensation for buildings destroyed would be a 
very severe burden upon the local authorities; 
and, as he had stated, the Government were now 
finding two-thirds of the expenditure. 

Mr. JENKINSON: Thus establishing a pre­
cedent. 

The HOME SECRETARY: To a certain 
extent they might say so. It was under 
consideration now whether they might not even 
go further. Ii'urther concessions had been asked 
for, but as it was a matter upon which the 
Treasure.- had to be consulted, he was not in a 
position to say that night whether they would be 
conceded or not. He mentioned it as a proof 
that the Government of the colony, having charge 
so to speak of the administrative well-being of 
the community, were directly interested in seeing 
that the scheme of local government shonld not 
break down, and that all local bodies should be 
sufficiently armed with funds to carry out the 
duties required of them by law. 

Clause pnt and passed. 
Clauses 109 to 111, inclusive, pnt and passed. 
On clause 112-" Compensation"-
Mr. STEPHENS moved the omission of the 

word "of" after the second word "or" in line 
29, with a view of inserting the words, "an 
amount equal to." His object was to provide 
that while half the value of buildings should be 
paid, the whole value of, for instance, a 
mechanic's goods, clothing, or material should 
be paid. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended 
put and passed. 

On clause 113-" Local anthority to cause 
premises to be cleansed and disinfected"-

The HOME 8ECRETARY moved the inser­
tion of the words, "to the sntisfaction nf the 
medical officer of health," after the word 
"notice, n in line 40. 

Amendment agreed to. 
The HOME SECRETARY, in moving the 

addition of the following new subsection after 
line 51:--

4. The local authority shall enforce the provisions of 
this section 1n every case in which death from the 
disease known as phthisis is reported to it-
explained that he did so at the suggestion of the 
Medical Association, and also of the Society for 
the Prevention of Tuberculosis. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and pas"ed. 

On clause 114-" Infected bedding, etc."-
The HOME SECRETARY moved the 

addition of the following new sub­
[11'30 p.m.] section :-

For the purposes of the first three subsections 
hereof, the disease known as phthisis shall be deemed 
to be an infectious disease. 
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Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put :1-nd passed. 

Clause 115 put and passed. 
On clause llG-" I~xposure of infected persons 

and things"-
Mr. JENKINSON: They had passed a clause 

providing that anyone who was unfortunately 
suffering from the disease known as phthisis was 
an infected person, and this clause proYided that 
whei< any person "'a' suffering from consump­
tion, if he went into a street, shop, inn, or 
public conveyance without previously notifying 
the owner thereof, he should be liable to a penalty 
of £20. 

The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon. 
member read the amendment which he had intro­
duced in clause 114, he would see that it applied 
only to the first three subsections of clause 114, 
which related to the destruction of bedding, 
clothing, or articles of furniture, the destruction 
of a building, and the providing of proper places 
for disinfecting infected articles. Perhaps he 
should have explain8d that when he moved the 
addition to the clause. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 117 to 121, inclusive, put and passed. 
On clause 122-"Temporary shelter"-
Mr. JENKINSON : This clause provided 

that the loc:1l authority should give temporary 
shelter to persons who had been compelled to 
leave their dwellings during the process of dis­
infection. Had the hon. gentleman really gone 
into that matter? In the event of an outbreak 
of plague, scarlet fever, or smallpox, the local 
authority would be put to severe straits to find 
all the temporary shelter necessary. It was 
casting upon them rat.her a severe burden. 

Mr. S'I'EPHEN~: This is only while the house 
is being di,infected. 

The HOME SECRETARY: If the local 
authority took upon itself to turn people out of 
their houses in order to disinfect the premises, it 
could not very well turn them into the street. 

Mr. JENKINSON: "'Where would they put t.hem? 
The HOME SECRETARY: There w&re now 

twelve or fourteen plague hospitals along the 
coast, which were practically hospitals for the 
treatment of infectious disea,•es. He believed 
that from time to time hospit>1la for the treatment 
of infectious diseases would be established in 
other centres. Perhaps they would not be of 
such an extensive character as the present plague 
hospitals, but there would he buildings attached 
which would have disinfecting chambers and 
accommodation for such cases as were contem­
plated by this section. 

Mr. JEKKINSON: 'rhat might apply to the 
cities, but not to the small to.wns. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Tents might be 
provided. They would come under the heading 
"temporary shelters." It was only fair that if 
people were tllrued out of their houses for the 
public good they should get some kind of shelter. 

Clause ]Jut and passed. 
At twenty minutes to 12, 
Mr. DA \VSON" called attention to the state of 

the Committee. 
Quorum formed. 
Clau,es 123 and 124 put and passed. 
On clause 125--" Notification of infectious 

disease"-
The HOME SECR.!<~TARY moved the inser­

tion, after the words " infections disease," on 
line 25, of the word• " or dies from the disease 
known as phthi"Is." 

Amendment agreed to. 
The HOME SECRETARY moved that the 

words "or in case of death from phthisis within 
forty-eight hours thereafter" be inserted after 
the words " or infectious disease," on line 3G. 

Amendment agreed to. 
A similar amendment in line 42 was agreed to. 

1900-2s 

Mr. JENKINSON thought the amendment 
just inserted would make the clause read as if 
phthisis was an infectious disease. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No. Subsection 
(b), as he intended to amend it, would read-

(b) Every medical practitioner attending on or called 
in to visit the patient shall forthwith, on becoming aware 
that the patient is affected with any infections disease, 
or, in the case of death from phthisis, within forty­
eight hours thereafter, send to the local authority a 
cel'tificate stating the name of the patient, the situation 
of the house, and the infectious disease with which, in 
the opinion of such medical practitioner, tb.e patient is 
aticcted, or the effect of such death, as the case may 
be, and the clerk of the local authority shall forthwith 
report the receipt of every such certHicate to the corn~ 
mission or. 
A distinction was clearly drawn between a 
patient suffering from phthisis who was alive 
and the case of a person who died from phthisis 
He moved the insertion of the words " or the 
effect of such death, as the ·case may be," after 
" affected," on line 46. 

Amendment agreed to ; and clause, as 
amendPd, put and passed. 

On clause 126-" Fee for certificates"-
Mr. JBNKINSON asked where the money 

was to come from to pay this medical prac­
titioner. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: Probably out of 
miscellaneous services. There might be a special 
vote, but he did not know. 

Mr. JENKINSON asked if the local authori­
ties would be responsible for that expense. 

'rhe HmrE SEcRETARY: No. 
Mr. DA WSON thought the principle embodifld 

in the clause was a very dangerous one. Pro­
vision was made that every medical practitioner 
should receive a certain fee for each certificate 
sent by him in accordance with the Act. He 
did not mean to insinuate that every medical prac­
titioner was dishonest; but at the same time this 
clause would give a dishonest medical practitioner 
an opportunity of making money in this way. He 
conld spe 1k very feelingly, because he had been 
one of the victims who were segregated on 
Magnetic Island for ten days. In other places 
people were only detained in quarantine for five 
day.', and if the "Cintra" passengers had not 
m::cde a strong protest they would probably have 
been there now, because the medical officer was 
getting double pay for every day these passengers 
were kept there in quarantine. In view of his 
own personal experience he regarded that as 
rather a dangerous provision to be put into an 
Act of Parliament. 

The HOME SECRETARY believed that the 
reason the hon. member enjoyed the public 
hospitality for a longer periDd than was usual 
under the circumstances was due to the fact 
that unfortunately one of his fellow-passengers, 
or somebody on the island, developed plague 
after they arrived there, and before the expira­
tion of five days. 

Mr. DAWSON: No. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Perhaps he was 

wrong about that, but this was a provision 
which was, he believed, in all modern Health 
Acts. A public duty was cast upon a medical 
man, and 2s. 6d. was almost too little to g-ive him 
for the performance of that duty; but he under­
stood that it was about the same fee as was paid 
elsewhere for a similar duty. 

Mr. STEPH:Ki'\S thought the fee was too 
high. Members of friendly societies could get a 
medical man to attend themselves, their wives, 
and families for twelve months for 15s., and if 
there were many cases of infectious diseases a 
doctor would soon get as many half-crowns as he 
would receive in a whole year from a member of 
a friendly society. He was not sure that a 
medical an should not send in his certificate 
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without any payment, as it was as much his duty 
as anybody elee's to protect the health of the 
community. 

The HOME SECRETARY believed he was 
correct in saying that in Victoria, where this 
provision obtained, the number of notific.ctions 
did not exceed something like 400 for the wloole 
colony. One reaROJl why it was necessary to 
have a payment was, he understood, that they 
could not enforce a penalty for the non-perform­
ance of a public duty u!ilcss there was a quid 
pro q1w for it. 

Clause put and pa;. :ed. 
On clanse 127-" Cases of smallpox to be 

reported to the commissioner"-
Mr. JENKINSON admitted that the out­

break of smallpox \ras a very serious thing, but 
at the same. time thought that a fine of £50 was 
too severe a penalty to impose in the case of a 
private person who might have kno, ledge that 
a person was suffering from smallpox, bl1t who 
might not be connected with such person in any 
way. 

The HOME SECRETAEY: The clause de,.It 
with a matter which vms of very serious import 
to the whole commnnitv. He dreaded to think 
of the consequences of "smallpox coming into the 
colony, or into Australia, in the present nnvac­
cinated state of the population. It had been 
shown by experience in the southern colonie~ 
that the way to grapple with swallpox wr.s to 
deal with the first case prompt! v before any con­
tact had t11ken ploce, became, unlike plagn<·, it 
was a very highly infectious disease. Tf a n1an 
had knowledge that anybody wa~ suffering from 
smallpox, and kept that knowledge to him;elf­
not reporting it to the medical otricer of health, 
or the local authority-he deserved all he might 
get in the way of a £50 fine. 

Clause put and passed. 
At two minutes to 12 o'clock, 
The CHAIRMAN said: Under Standing 

Order 171, I call upon the hon. member for 
Lockyer, Mr. Arrnstrong, to relieve me in the 
chair. 

Mr. ARMS'l'ROXG took the chair ac~ordingly. 
On clause 128-" Persons arriving in ves3els in 

which smallpox exi~ts or has existed during the 
voyage to be revacmnated "-

Mr. DA WSON : He thought the hon. gentle­
man in charge of the Bill would ha' e bad some­
thing to say on this parti~ular clause, because it 
really opened up the whole question of com­
pulsory vaccination. It provided that person•' 
coming into the colony by sailing ship or stearn­
ship on which smallpox had occurred should 
be vaccinated or revaccinated before hnding. 

Vaccination was one of the main 
[12 p.m.] questions raised on the second read-

ing of the Bill; but he was afraid 
there were not enough members presEnt now to 
do justice to this all-important question. It was 
not only an empty House; it was aho a sleepy 
House; and he would ask the hon. gentleman to 
postpone these particnl:·r clauses for the present. 

HoN. D. H. DALEY:'IIPI,E did not think 
the Committee could reasonably be called sleepy. 
There was not a great number of members pre­
sent, but those who were present were very wide­
awake; and it was not unusual tu transact busi­
ness when there was not a very large number 
present. 

The HOME SEORETAEY: This clause did, 
to some extent, raise the que,tion of vaccina­
tion ; but it was a perfedly fair thing that pro­
vision should be made for the v3ccinatio n of 
persons coming off an infected ship. 

Mr .• TENKINSON: If this clause is accepted, will 
it not be practically adopting the principle of 
vaccination? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Only so far as 
relates to persons coming off a vessel. 

Mr .• TEXK!!(SON: I think we had better take 
the discussion on his clause. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Very well. But 
before he went into the queotion of vaccination, 
he wished to uv a fe-,. words in reference to the 
remark made a short time ago by the hon, mem­
Ler for Rockbamptnn abont the voluminous 
character of the amendments. That hon. mem­
ber ,;urely mn-t have forgotten that after the 
Bill was pre"mted, he wac; requested to submit 
it to the various local authorities and to the 
f.-.•hannaceutical and medical societies, in order 
that they might make any suggestions which 
they might have to makP, and it would have been 
a vPry obstinate man who would not have 
selected from those suggestions such as would 
improve the Bill. 

Mr. HIGGS: Hear, hear! I hope you will 
treat us in that wav Inter on when we have some 
amendments to mal<e in other Bills. 

The HOME SJ<JCRETARY: The question of 
vaccinatjon was one on \Vhich he wished to say 
as little as he could for the ,ake of brevity, yet 
it was a questinn on which something ought to 
be ,,uid in order to explain his position in regard 
to this part of the Bill. There was no douht it 
was a question which had exercised a very great 
deal of attention and controversy, some! ime' of a 
very bitter character, and men had gone to gaol 
and paid endless fines rather than allow their 
children to be vaccinated. As a result of that a 
C0lnn1iF';ion sat in En)nnd ROn1e years ngo and 
went into the whole matter very fully, their 
deliberations extending O\Ter some seven years. 
They ultimately brought up a report to which he 
would make reference later on. But anyone who 
had perused that report, or who had fnllnwec\ the 
march of medical science--esp•3cially bacteri­
ological science-since that report was submitted, 
could.not but f,el convinced that the prejudice 
against vaccination exhibited not only in the old 
country, but in many parts of tbe world, was 
due t.o the fact that vaccin:ttion had not been 
properly c:1rriecl out; that the methods had been 
fltulty in the past. There were three conrees 
open to anyone who wa> drafting a Health Bill, 
and who would baYe to consider the question of 
vaccination. The first was to do nothing at all. 
The second was to have compulsory vaccination, 
such as was proposed in the Bill as originally 
drafted, ani! was practically the case now in 
Victoria. The third wa' to have compulsory 
vacdnation with a conscience clause, which was 
the principle adopted in England. 'l'o do nothing 
at all must be considered as inadvisable. There 
was no doubt a very gra' e risk existed of the 
spread of smallpox in Australia, and if it once 
got a footing it is difficult to say where it would 
end. The subject was one, therefore, which 
ought to be tackled ; and on that pcint he wonld 
quote the words used in the report, which gave 
practicfllly a stmmury of the views of the 
Commi,sion on that 1wint~ 

377. \i\~e have not disregarded the arguments adduced 
for the purpose of showin~ that a belief in vaccination 
is unsupported by a just vimv of the facts. \\~e ha 1m 
endeavonred to g'ive full "·eight to thenL Having done 
so, it has nppeared tons irnpossibie to resist the con­
clusion that vac,~ination has a protective effeet in 
relation to smallpox. 

We think-
1. That it diminishes the liability to be attacked by 

the disease. 
2. rrhat it modifies the character of the disease. 

and renders it (ol It: ss fatal, an·i (b) of a milder 
or less severe type. 

3. That the protection lt afforl1s against attacks of 
the disease is greate&t during the year:-; im­
mediately succeeding the operation of vaccina­
tion. It is impo::-s.ib1e to fix wHh precision the 
length of this period of highest protection. 
Though not in all cases the same, if a period is 
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to be fixed, it might, we think, fairly be said 
to cover in general a period of nine or ten 
years. 

4. 'fhat alter the lapse of the period of highest 
protective potency, the ctncacy of vaccination 
to protect against at.tnck rapidly diminishes, 
but tha.t it is still considerable in the next 
quinquennium, and possibly never altogether 
cca~es. 

5. That its power to modify the char"d,cter of the 
disease is also greatest in the period in which 
its powm· to protect from attack is gren.test, 
but f,hat its power thus to modify the disease 
does not diminish n~ t'apidly as iis protective 
influence against attacks. and it-: eflicacv dur­
ing the later periocls of life to modify the 
disease h still very considerable. 

6. That revacci.nation restores the protection which 
lapse of time has diminished, but the evidence 
shows that this protection again diminishes, 
and that, to ensure the highc~Jt degree of pro­
tection which vaccination can give, the opera­
tion should be at intervals repeated. 

7. That the beneficial effects of vaccination are 
most experienced by those in whose case it has 
been most thorough. "\Ye think it may fairly 
be concluded that where the vaccine matter 
is inserted in three or four places, it is more 
effectual than when introduced into one or t"\vo 
places only-and that if the vaccination marks 
are of an area of half a square inch, they indi­
cate a better state of protection than if their 
area lJe at all considerably be~ow this. 

He mentioned that as the conclusion arrived at 
with regard to the protective efficacy of vaccina­
tion. He did not propose to go into any very 
elaborate fignr, ~, but there ·were one or two 
striking sets of rigures he had come acro'S which 
he W<mld mention. In Belgium vaccination was 
not con~pulsory, and in t.he ten years from 1875 
t,, 188-!. inclusive, the death rate was 411 per 
1,000,000 of the population pgr annum. In 
Pru8sia, where vaceination andrevaccination were 
compulsory, the death rate was 22 per 1,000,000. 
In Italy, from 1871 to 1890, where vaceination 
was not compulsory, the average was 3PJ5 per 
1,000,000, but in the following 'five year<, after 
it had been made compulsory, the death rate 
was rednc"d from 355 per 1,000,000 to 135 per 
1,000,000 per annum. 

Mr. JENKINSON: Did not the great European 
epidemic prevail during the former period? 

The HOME SECRETAHY : The great 
European epidemic, he believed, was in 1875, 
prior to any of the dates he had given, except in 
the case of ltu.!y, and the ten-year period he had 
quoted from Belgium was 3fter it had been over­
crnnc>, There were 1nore figures rega.rding the 
great Rllropean epidemic of 1870-1875. In the 
great European epidemic, vaccination was com­
pulsory in Scotland, England, Sweden. and 
Bavaria; and the figures were: Scotland, 1,470; 
England, 1,830; Sweden, 1,660; Bavaria, 1,fiGO. 
It was not compulsory in Prussia, Holland, and 
Austria, and the figures were :-Prussia, 5,060; 
Holland, 5,490; and Austria, 6,180. These 
figures were very significant. They referred 
only to the mortality per 1,000,000 in the worst 
years of the epidemic. De~tling with facts of 
that sort it was not to be wondered at that the 
Royal Commis"ion came to the conclusion that it 
did. Therefore; it was desirable, nn the first 
point, that they should do somethin1;5. Their 
first alternative was to let tUngs romam as they 
were. The second was to adopt absolute com­
pulsion. They knew that where absolute compul­
sion had been est" blished it had been more or 
less a failure. Ir. Victoria, where they had had 
compulsory vaccination for about twenty-eight 
years, they had not been able to thoroughly en­
force it. In fact it had not been satisfactory. 
]for the last four years attempts had been made by 
one man in the Victorian Assembly to pass a Bill 
practically doing away with compulsory vacci-

nation. He thought that last session it was read 
a second time by a majority of one or two, and 
he imagined that when a private member's Bill 
had a majority of that sort it would not get 
through committee, and vaccination would remain 
compulsory in Victoria for the present. It was 
admitted that it was more or less a failure, as an 
absolutely compuleory mf'asure. Another reason 
why it was not desirable was that they had it on 
the authority of the Royol Commission that vacci­
nation was only good for about ten years or there·· 
a bouts; and in order to make it perfectly 
effectual it would be necessary, not only to 
make the first vaccination compulsory but 
the revaccination compulsory. In Prussia 
both were compulsory. A man had to be vacci­
nated when he entered the army, and he (the 
Home Secretary) did not remember how often 
he had to be revaccinated. These were matters 
which had to be considered when they were deal­
ing with compulsory vaccination. It was possible 
to compel the parents of infants to have them 
vaccinated if they went to any great lengths; 
but it would be very difficult to find out who 
had been and who had not been vaccinated. 
And the difficulties would be much the greater 
in carrying out provisions for compulsory revac­
cination. He would like to reacl something from 
the report of the Royal Commission, and if any­
thing it would tend to ~horten discussion. In 
their concluding report the commi~sloners said-

533. We have already adverted to the importance 
which 've attach to revacdna.t.ion. It has been sug­
gested that the operation should be made compulsory 
by law. 1Ve are quite alive to the protective va.lue of 
general revaccination. A.t the same time we are not 
insensible of the difficulties necessarilY involved 
in rendering it compulsory. It is, comparatively 
speaking, easy in the case of infants to ascertain 
whether the law requiring vaccination has been com­
piled v .. ·ith. The con~tant movement of the population 
would render it much more difficult to ascertain 
whether at the more advanced age at which it 'vould 
become applicalJle, a law providing for compulsory 
revaccinat.ion had been ob~,,~rved. Again, lt is impos­
sible to leave out of sight the effect that such an 
extension of the prc.;;ent com]Julsory law might have in 
intensifying hostility where it at present exists, and 
even in extending its area; though if our recommendn.­
tions, e...;yecially thSJt whicll exempts from penalty those 
\vho honestly object to the practice, were adovted this 
objection would he much diminished. After full consi­
deration of the qtw"tion we are, however, deterred by 
the considerations to which we hnve adverted from 
proposing that revaccination should be n1ade compul­
sory. At the .same time, in vimv of the great importance 
of rcvaccination, we think it should be in every way 
encouraged. If an adequate fee were allowed in every 
case of successful revaccination, by whatever medical 
man it was performed, \Ye think that there would pro­
bably be a large extension of the practice. 1\'e think 
steps should be taken to impress on parents the impor­
t:mcc of having their children revaccinated not later 
than at the age of twelve years. We recommend 
further that when smallpox shows signs of becoming 
epiderr~ie special facilities should be afforded both for 
vaccination and revaccination. 

534. We think that notification of smallpox should 
everywhere be compulsory, and, whenever the disease 
shmved a tendency to become epidemic, a notice 
should be served by tbe Sanitary authority upon all 
persons in the neighbourhood who would be likely 
to come "\Vithin the reach of contagion, urging them 
to submit to vaccinalion or revaccination, as the 
cas,~ might be, it they had not been reeently 
successfulJ~~ vaccinated or revaccinated ; and atten­
tion should he called to the facilities afforded for 
their doing so. Attention shonlc1 also be called to the 
importance of avoiding contact with persons suffering 
from the diseHse, or earning into proximity to them, and 
of avoiding contact wlth any person or thing which may 
have become infected. It is important to notice that 
even where vaccination has been neglected there is 
great readiness to submit to it in the presence of a 
threatened epidemie; a large number of vaccinations 
are then obtained willingly and without opposition. 
V\'henever a sanitary authority has received notification 
of a case of smallpox, we think the fact should be at 
once communicated to the vaccination authority o.t the 
district in which the case of the disease has occurred. 
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It must be remembered that when that was 
written vaccination was compulsory in the old 
country, and it was only as a result of this report 
that the conscience clause was introduced. He 
believed that the re,ult of that clause had b en 
that there were really more chilclr,~~n vaccinated 
now than there were before~ That was probably 
clue to the fact that a large amount of prejudice 
against vaccination was occasioned by the mere 
fact that it was made compulsory. Since then a 
good deal of the hostility to vaccination had 
been squelched. 

Mr. JENKINSON : The feeling is not nearly so 
strong against it now as it used to be. 

The. HOME SECRETARY: They came now 
to what was called the English compromise, con­
taining the conscience clause. That, he thought, 
was what they should adopt. He could nnt do 
better than quote from the report of the Royal 

Commission as to why that shoi1lcl 
[12'30p.m.] be adopted. It mig·ht he said that 

it was extremely illogical to provide 
that people Rhould do certain things under hea.vy 
penalties, and then go on to say that they need 
not do them if they had conscientious objections; 
but the report on that subject s~id-

523. "\Yhy, it is asked, shnnld not vaccination cease 
to be compulsory altogether, and be left to the free 
choice of parents? If no penalty were attached to tbe 
failure to vaccinate it is, we thinl{, certain that a large 
number of children would remain unvaccinatecl from 
mere neglect on the part of then· parc~nts, or inctisposi­
tion to incur the 1 rouble involved, nnd not l)ecau$c they 
thought it better in the interest of their children. This 
appears to us to be a complete answer to the fmcgtion. 
If we be right in the conclusionR 1vhich -i·e have 
expressed on the subject of vaccination, it is better for 
the child, and bf'tter for tlw commnuity. that it should 
be vaccinated than that it should remain nnvacei.nnted. 
A parent can have no inherent right, under the ('ircnm­
stancpc;; to which \ve have alluded, to prevent or neg-lect 
its vaccination. 'rhe difficulty arif'f-',1 whcr8 the parent 
abstains from procuring the vaecination of the cl1ild 
because he believes it \vill be detrimentrLl to its 
interests. We do not intend to discuss the nbstract 
question \Vhetbm· the State is entit.lert. in ~nch circum­
stances, to comvel the parent. in :.-pite of this. convic­
tion, to see that his ch1ld is vaecinaten. \re will 
assume, for the purpose of our argument, thHt it is so 
entitled. This leRves untouched thr qne.;;tion \vhctlJer, 
on the whole, F:uch a course condnces to a bettm· ntc~ 
cinated condition of the people. \l'c think that ardent 
advocates. of vaccination have not aJways borne in mind 
the practiCal consequences of an a1 tmnpt to enforce tll "~ 
law in such casrs. They have rnainta.ined that no one 
has a right to set np his judgment again~t that of the 
~ommunity embodied in tLe statute la,v, and to rrfnse, 
111 consequence. to render that law his obr.tlience; 
they have, therefore, opposecl anyrelaxat10n of the laws 
relating to vaccin11tion, assuming that becam:e in parti­
cular instance'~ it might lead to children remainin~ 
unvaccinated who would otherwis:c be 'accinated, it 
must necessarily result in a diminished nnmbc1· of 
vaccinations. 1Ve believe that this nssumntion is 11ot 
wen founded. It has been al1parently forgotten that 
under the existing law a peualt~", or even repeatf'd 
pena.lties, can be paid without difnculty by n man only 
moderately well-to+do, and that a. poorer man will con­
st::ntly pay, ur suffer a distress of his goods, or go to 
pr1son, rnther than allow his child to be vareinated. 
We think these ardent adVocates have not alwnYs beAn 
the wisest friends of Yaccination, and that then-; would 
have been more vaccinated vcrsons if the law had been 
enforced with more discretion. 

524. After careful consideration and much study of 
the subject, we have arrived at the conclusion t1uit it 
would conduce to increased vaccination if a scheme 
could be devised which would preclude the attempt (so 
often a vain one) to compel thnse who are honestly 
opposed to the practice to :;111hmit their children tO 
vaccination, and, at the same t1me, leave the law to 
operate,. as at pr~sent, to prevent children remaining 
unvaccmated owmg to the llPglect or indifference of the 
parent. When Wb speak of an houest opposition to the 
practice, we intend to confine our remarks to cases in 
which the objection is to the operation itself, anrl to 
exclude cases in which the objection arises merelv from 
an indisposition to incur the trouble involved. ,\Ye do 
not think such a scheme impoFsible. 

Although the scheme was illogical, hP believed it 
had led to a. larger number of children being 
vaccinated in England than was the case under 
the old compnlsory system. He believed they 
would not be doing their duty as legislators if 
they did not taekle the que,-tion in some way. 
The danger of ren1aining unvaccina.tcd was recog­
nised all over Australia, and, a.lthough vaccina­
tion might not be absolutely certain in eYery case, 
it wa.s almost certain as a preventive of disease. 
They might, therefore, very well adopt the prin­
mple which h:1tl been laid clown by such an a.ble 
body of men as composed the Royal Commis•ion 
'' hich reported in England in 1896. He thought 
it advisable that the three a.lterna.tives should be 
put to the Hou8e, and then it would be compe­
tent for the Committee to decide which of the 
three they would adopt. There were one or 
two matters which bad escaped notic·'' in the 
Bill as su brnittecl to hon. members w hi eh it 
would be necessary under any circumstances to 
a.mend. There was the matter of the calf-lymph, 
which had been referred to by the hon. member 
for Wide Bay. In Victoria nothing but calf­
lymph was used, and it was genera.lly a.drnitted 
tlmt arm-to-arm vaccination should not take 
place. 'fhe surest way to prevent arm-to-nrm 
vaccination taking place wa.s to see tha.t as many 
as possible wFre vaccinated in times when there 
\VcJ.S no panic, because in a tirne of panic, so 
many would want to be va.ccina.ted, that they 
would not be able to snpply sufficient cnlf-lymph, 
a.nd they would ha,·e to nsort to arm-to-arm 
vaccination. He asi.;.ed hon. members to pass 
clause 128. Clause 130 was common to both the 
compulsory and the English >cbemes, and then, 
when they came to cl:uue 132--

:Mr. JENKIKSON: You a.re referring now to 
your amendments? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes. They 
would then decide whether the next clause, 132, 
should be inserted a.s an amendment, and that 
would decide the whole que':tion Etmight away 
as to which of the schemes was to be adopted. 
If they decided to adopt the scheme of the 
Bill-and he did not snppo,;e they would-they 
would reject the amendment., anrl they would 
then adopt the scheme of the Bill with some 
trifling a.men<lments. In the other case, they 
would simply adopt the clauses which were 
embodied in the amendment,, and that was the 
reJson why he had had tbe amendments drawn 
nut in that particujar "ay. 

Mr. :FISHER desired to draw attention to 
the fact that the clause provided for a penalty of 
10s. daily in the c<>se of a person who refused, 
after notice, to be vaccinated, or to permit any 
child in bh; custody to he vaccinated. ~Would 
tna.t J!E'nalty bA enforced by levy and distresil ; 
and in case there were no goods, would the per­
son be imprisoned? 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Tha.t is usual. 
Mr. FISHER: He did not think it was pro­

vided for. 
The HOME SECRETARY: The Justices Act pro· 

vicles for it. 
Mr. FISHER : He admitted that it was 

neceesary to do something in that way, but 10s. 
daily was a. very big penalty. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : It is very easy to get 
out of it. 

Mr. FISHER thought it was not. A person 
might come from Grc 't Britain, where they hac! 
the consciene,~, clan se, and might rf sist here for 
a. da.y nr two; and though he might give way, 
the daily pemclty might have so accumulated that 
he would not be a.ble to meet it, and might have 
to e-o to priHon. 

The HO:\CE SECRETARY: This awlies lo 
people coming off a.n infected vessel. 

Clauii9 put and passed. 
Clauses 129 and 130 put and passed. 
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Clause 131 put and negatived. 
The HOME SECRETARY moved the inser­

tion of the following new clans~ to follow clauae 
130:-

'l'hc commissioner shall supply to all public vac--oina­
tors and medical practitioners snllicient glyc~-rin::ttecl 
calf lymph or other propel' lymph for the p1upose of 
vaccination. 

He shall also ~uppl.r to them, and to every regi~tra.r 
and deputy registrar of births, de,tths, and marriages, 
the forms relating to vaccination prescribed by this Act 
to be med. 

New clause put and passed. 
Chtuse 132 put and twg<ttived. 
The HOME SECRETAl1.Y moverl the inoer­

tion of the following new cbuse to follow the 
last new clanse as lMssed :-

(1.) 'l'he parent of every child lJorn i.n snch arPa or 
part thereof s11a1l witl1in s-.ix months after the birth of 
such child c•,ausc the said child to lJe vacein<Ltcd by the 
public Yaceinator for the rLl'<'a or part thereof in \Vhich 
the child. is rc<>iaent, ot· by a medieal practitioner. or 
shall notify to ::;nch pnblie vaccine~ tor that he is willing 
to have the said chilcl vaccinated at such time and 
place as may be arranged., unless such cllild has 
previously been Yaceinated by some lw·llical practi­
tioner or by some other public v J.Ccinator in Queens'­
land. 

(2.) The public vaccinator f:-lhall therenpo11, or as soon 
after aH it ID<1Y conY-·nicntly ancl properly be d0ne, 
vaccinat;: the child. 

(3.) 'fhe public vaecinator shall, if the pa.rent so 
rcqnireR, visit the home of the child for the vurpose of 
vaccinating the child. 

(-1.) If a ehild is not vaccinated wiLhin four months 
after its birth, the publie vac\_.inator, after at lc.tst 
twenty-four honrs' not1n1 to the parent, sha,ll visit the 
home of the chihl, and slutll offt• r to vaccinate the child 
with glyeerinn.ted calf lymTJh, m· such other lymph as 
may be supplied by the commissioner. 

(5.) The public Yacclnator shall not vaccinate a child 
if, in his opinion, tile condition of the house in which 
H resides i:s snch, or there b or has been such a recent 
prevalence of infections disease in the area, that it 
cannot be safely va.ccinated, and in that case shfl.ll give 
a certificate of postpone1uent of vaccination as herein­
after _pro\'ided, anti. shall iortlnvith give uoticc of any 
such cel'tiiicatc to the medical offic~r of health Eor the 
area. 

(6.) ~at withstanding auy regulation of a.ny lying-in 
hospital or infirmary Ol' other similar institution. the 
parent of any child born in any institntion shall not be 
compelled under such regulation or otherwise to cause 
or permit t.he child to be vaecinated at any time earlier 
than the expiration of 8ix months from its birth. 

Ol:tuse put and paRsed. 
The HOME SECRETARY moved the follow­

ing new clause to follow the la8t clause as 
passed:-

No child shall be deemed to h·1ve been vacJinaterl 
unless such child is after the operation examinetl by a 
public vaccinator or medical practitioner for the pur­
pose of ascert.air1ing th0 result of the opc1·ation, and no 
certificate of succe:<~ful vaccination shall be given 
unless or until such subsequent examination has been 
so made. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 133 put and passed. 
On clau.~e 13.1--" Successive certificates"-
On the motion of the HOMJ<; ~>ECRETARY, 

the clause was amended by the omission of the 
words "take the child or eau .e the child to be 
taken," and the insertion of the words "submit 
the child." 

Clause, as amended, put ancl passed. 
Clause 13i5 put and passed. 
On clause 13G"-" Certificates of successful 

vaccination to be delivered"-
The HOME SECRETARY moved the omis-

[l ] si on of ,t]l the words after " mar­
a.m. 1·iagcs," on the lOth line on page 42. 

.._t\mendment vgreed to; and cb,use, as a1uended, 
put and !""sed. 

Clttuae 137 pnt and pa8sed. 
Clause 138 put awl neg<cti vue!. 
Clause 18!1 put and passed. 
Clause HO put and negatived. 

The HOME SECRETARY moved the fol­
lowing new clause to follow clause 139 :-

Evcrv such registrar and deputy registrar shall, 
within¥ twentv-one daYs after the registration in his 
ofllce of the bil·th of ally child not already vaccinated, 
cause notice in writing to be given or sent by post or 
otherwise to the parent of such child. 

Such notice shall 1Je in the following form, or to the 
like effect:~ 

Notice to Vaccinate. 
I, the uudersigned, hereby give you notice that you 

arc reqnire(l to have the child [insert n 1 me Qf child] 
whose birLh is now registered vaccinated within six 
mouths from the aa.to of its birth, pursuant to the pro­
visions ancl directions of the Health Act of 1900, and 
that in default or vonr doing so you will be liable to a 
penalty of five potlncls, unless within four mon.ths from 
the dnte of the birth of the chilu you file wtth me a 
statuton' dedaration made before a justice of the peace 
thnt v0l1 conscientiously believe that vaccination would 
be prCjnCl.ieial to the heitlth of the child. 

If you intend to apply to the public vaccinator I have 
to inform vou that he will attend at [nmne qf place], at 
the hour Or on [elate], or if yon so require he will 
vbit yonr homo a time to be arranged between him-
self and you. 

Dated this day of 19 . 
C.D .• 

Registrar [of' Deputy Registrar] of . 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages. 

Every parent \Vho fails to obsen'e the requireme?-ts 
of such notice; shall be liable to a penalty not exceedmg 
five pounds: 

Provldcd that no parent shall be liable to any such 
pcnaJty if witlriu four months from t~1e birth of the 
ehild he filf s in the office of such reg1st,rar or deputy 
reo·istrar n st:1tutory deelaration under his hand made 
bAfore a, ju:i:tice of the ve:we that he C?ns.ci.entiously 
belie Yes th · t vaL'(;ination would be preJudiCml to the 
health of the child ir._ respect of whom the notice afore~ 
~--aid has been given. 

Mr. TuRLEY moved that the following pro­
visions be ,•,deled to the proposed new clause :­

Snch de,Jlaration shall be in the following form, or to 
the like c 'feet:-

I, , of , do hereby declare that 
I am tllc [state whether pdrent O'l' auco·dian] of 

, who was lJorn on the day of , 
19 · and that I conscientiously believe that vaccina­
tion' would be prejudicial to the health of the said 
child. 

And I make this declaration under and by virtue of 
the provision' of the Oaths Act of 1867. 

rrakcn before me this day of ' 19 
A.B., (Signed) E.F., 

J.P. Parent [or Guardian]. 

}~orthwith upon the filing of a declaration under the 
provisions of this section, such registrar or deputy 
registrar shall deliver or transmit to the person making 
the same a certificate in the following form or the like 
effect:-

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that , 
of , the parent [or guardian] of , who 
was born on the Ua.r of , 19 , has 
this day filed in my oiftce a statutory declaration that 
he conscientiously believes that vaccination would be 
prejudicial to the health of the said child. 

Dated at this day of , 19 
A.B .. 

Rcg~.:)trar [or Deputy Registrar] of 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages. 

Every such certificate purporting to be signed by such 
rcgistrnr or dcopnty registrar shall be received in evi­
t1cnce upon production thereof without further })roof. 

Amendment agreed to; and new clause, as 
amended, put and passed. 

Clause 141 paooed with a consequential amend­
ment. 

Clause 142 put and negatived. 
On the motion of the HOME SECRETARY, 

the following new clause was agreed to in lieu of 
clause 142, omitted:-

l,~very vublie vaecinator or medical }Jrac"Litioner who 
retu~es or neglects to deliver any certificate required of 
him under tlte provision~ of this Act to the pm·ent sub ... 
mitting a child for va.ecination, or who ne~lects to 
truJtsmiL to sueh rrgistrar or deputy re .::istrar the 
dnplit:atc of any eertiiicate rct1nired by the provisions 
of this A et to be by him-so transmitted c01npletely filled 
up antl legibly \vrittcn w-ithin the time hereiu~efore 
8l_Jeci1ied_, and every such registrar and deputy registrar 
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who neglects to duly transmit any notice or list 
prescribed to be transmitted by him, shall behable to a. 
penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

Clause 143 put and passed. 
On clause 144-" Regbter of names and houBss 

to be kept by local authority"-

Mr. JENKINSON thought it would be suffi­
cient in the 2nd paragraph of the clan"e to 
say : "'rhe registration shall remain in force for 
one year," stopping at the word "year." 

The HOME SECRETARY thought the in 
tention of the clause was cleo.rer with thuBe 
words. As the clame stood it could not be said 
that a person was not entitled to a further 
registration at the end of the first year. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved the omission of the 
words, "No fee shall be charged for registra­
tion," with the view of inserting, "There shall 
be charged and paid f<,r each such registration 
and renewal thereof such fee as may from time 
to time be prescribed by by-law, which by-law 
the local authority is empowered to make." 

Amendment agreed to. 

Mr. JENKINSON moved to further amend 
the clause by inserting, after the word" months," 

in linA 51, the words "and in adcli­
[1·30 a. m.] tion may he liable to have his name 

and house struck off the register." 

The HOME SECRETAltY said he was not 
sure there was any necessity for the amendment. 
Could the hon. member sng({est any sufficient 
thing which would be a. contmvention of the 
provision of the clause, except the fact tlmt the 
person or the house was unlicmmed. If it was 
unlicensed, it could not he struck off the re­
gioter. 

Mr. JENKINSON said he would not press his 
amendment. 

Amendment withdrawn. 
A verbal amendment was made in line 49. 

The HOME SECRETARY moved that after 
the word "hire," in line 54, the following words 
be inserted-

Prescribing tlle food and accommodation to be pro­
vided for and the care and management and medical 
treatment of such infants. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and passed. 

Clauses 145 ancll46 put and pa "'eel. 
On clause 147-" Local authority may strike 

name and house off register for negiect, etc."-

The HOME SECRE'rARY moved the inser­
tion of the following provision :-

And the local authority may cattse any iufants then 
intrusted to his care to be 1·emoved to some suitable 
place until they can be restored to their relatives or 
guardians or be otherwise lawfully disposed of. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and passed. 

Clause 148 put and passed. 
On cla,use 149-" Exceptions from provisions 

of this part"-

The HOME SECRETARY moved that the 
following provision be added to the clause :-

l1or the purposes of this part of th:is Act the expres­
sion I< relatives" means and includes the parents, 
grandparents, and uncles, and aunts, by consangninity 
or affinity, of the infant retained or received; and in 
the case of ille~itimate infants, the persons who wonld 
be so related if the infant were legitimate. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and passed. 

Clauses 150 to 153 put nnd passed. 
Clause 154, having been consequentially 

amended, was put and passed. 
Clauses 154 and 155 put and passed. 
On claus(l156-"Compen· <1tion payable, how to 

be fi:>o:ed"-· 

Mr. DA \VSON asked for some explanation of 
the clause, which seemed to him to introduce a 
new _procedure. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was a new 
procedure, but it was infinitely better than the 
roundabout and expensive process of the Public 
·works Lands Resumntion Act, which otherwise 
would have had to b~ adopted. The provision 
was for fixing the question of compensation. Did 
the hon. member object to an appeal from the 
police magistrate? 

JYir. DAWSON: I do not object to an appeal, 
but the restriction of the appeal to the District 
Court. 

The HOl\IE SECRETARY: There would be 
an ultimate ·.ppeal to the Supreme Court. If 
people were such gluttons for law that they 
wanted to go from the Tlistr1ct Court to the 
Supreme Court, they would be able to do so. 
They could get jnst as good a jury in the Dis­
trict Court as in the Supreme Court-there was 
the same jury list, and if there was any dissatis­
faction with the law of the District Court there 
could be an appeal to the Supreme Court. They 
wou:d not want a retrial of the facts by another 
jury, This pmvision was proposed purely with 
a view to saving the money of litigants. 

Clause put and }Jassed. 
Clause 157-" By-laws "-[,ut aud passed. 
On the motion of Mr. STl<;PHBN"S, the 

followin({ new clame "''" illserted to follow 
clause 157-

r.t'he Governor in ColUH~ii shall, as 80011 a::-; is COll­
''eniently praetieablc after t.tw tmssing of thi~ A et,, eau~e 
t.o be prepared Jllodcl forun; of by-laws for all or any of 
the purpose;-; for which by-ht\Y~ nmy be made by a Ioeal 
authority under a.uy or the JH'OVJ:-;ions of this Aet. Such 
forms shall be pnblished in the Ga.::ette. 

A local anthority may by rd•olntion adopt, the whole 
er any specified portion of ~uch by-la'\VS. 

Such resolution shall be passed at a special meeting 
e:llled for that purpose, sllall then be advertised in 
some newspaiJer, shall be confirmed at a subsequent 
special meeting helrl not earlier than .fourteen days 
after the date of ::;uch advertisexuent, awl shall be 
sealed with the seal of local authorit.y. 
~uch resolution slwll be vnblishedin the Ga::ette, and 

therenpon shall operate to t'xtend such by-laws or por­
tion of by-laws so adorted. to the area., ttud with the 
same legal effect for all purposes as if the by-laws or 
portion so adopted were a pnrt of this Act : 

Provided that nothing herein contained shall be 
deemed to deprive the local authority of the power to 
make by-htws with respect to any of the matters men­
tioned in this Act in the manner provided by tbe la.ws 
in Iorce for the time being relating to the making of 
by-laW'S by local authorities. 

Clause 158--" Service of notice "-put and 
passed. 

Clause 159-" \Vilful misappropriation of war­
ranty" and "False label"-p<tssed with conse­
quential amendment>'. 

Clauses 160 to 170, iuclusi ve, put 
[2 a. m.] and pa"sed. 

On the 1st scheclule-
:Mr. RYLANlJ : Though this was a Consoli­

dation Act, he found that two Health Acts­
those of 1886 ann 1890-were not included in the 
list of Acts repealed. Perhaps the Home Secre­
tary could give some reason for that. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was because 
they related to rating and finance. The hon. 
member would see that the whole of the Health 
Act of 1884 was repealed, exce}Jt section 121, and 
that section had been left for the same reason. 

Mr. HYLAND presumed that the Acts to 
which he referred would be ropenled when they 
came to pass a Local Government Bill. 

Schedule 1 put and passed. 
Schedule 2 put and [JaSsed. 
'l'he HOJ\11<: SECRETARY moved thnt the 

Chainnan leave the chair a11<l report the Bill to 
the House with amendment~. He had to thank 
hon. members for their attendance at such an 
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hour of the morning-; and for the business-like, 
satisfactory, and practical way in which they 
had assisted him in getting the Bill through. 

HoNOURABLF. ME}!BERS: Hear, he.1r! 
Question put and passed ; and the House 

resumed. 
The CHAIHMAN reported the Bill with amend· 

ments; the Bill, as amended, was taken into 
consideration; and the third reading made an 
order for Tuesday next. 

ADJOURNM~NT. 

The PREMIER: I move that this House do 
now adjourn. The first business this afGernoon 
will be the resumpti•m of the debate ou the 
Financial Statement. 

Mr. DA vVSON : I wish to ask the Premier 
whether he proposes to go right on with the dis­
cussion of the :Financial St?otement until it is 
disposed of, or whether it is his intention to allow 
other business to intervene in the discussion? 
So far as we are concerned on this side of the 
House, w,; rtre extremely anxiout'l to get on with 
the most important businee.s of the session-that 
is, the Firmucial Statement, followed as closely 
as possible by the Estimate«. 

The PREMIER: The Financial Statement 
will go on until we finish it. 

1\lr·. DAWSON: \Vithnut :1 break? 
The PREMIElt: Without a break. 
Mr. Frsmm: \Vhat about silting days? 
The Pl:tl<~ :\HER: \Ve shall have tu sit four 

days a week soon. 
Qnestilln put u nd passed. 

The House adjourned at eleven minutes past 
2 o'clock. 
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