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1550 Papers. [ASSEMBLY.] Que#ions. 

IJEGISLA.TIVE ASSEMBLY. 

J!'RIDAY, 22 DECEMBER, 1899, 

The SPEAKER (Hon. Arthur Morgan, Warwick) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers, laid upon the table, 

were ordered to be printed :-
Further correspondence respecting despatch 

of additional troops to South Africa. 
Further correspondence respecting future 

~,dministration of British New Guinea. 

QUESTIONS. 
LEASES m• THE 0HILLAGOE RAILWAY AND 

MINES, LniiTED. 
Mr. GIYENS (Cairns) asked the Secretary for 

Mines-
1. What ordinary leases outside of the special 2,000 

acres held under the }Iareebn-Chillagoe Railway Act 
are held by the Chillagoe Railway and .Mines. Limited? 

2. Are not a number of ordinary leases adjoining the 
special leases, and aggregating 840 acres, held in the 
name of Jno. :;\Ioffatt P 

3. Are not these 840 acres of ordinary leases held by 
1\Ir. Moffatt a8 trustee for the Chillagoe Railway and 
~fines, Limited? 

4. Were not these leases {which are na.med first, 
second, third, and so on up to the twenty-seventh) 
applied for in July of last year? 

5. Has any work been done on the,:;e leases? 
6. If they are not held on behal! o! the Chillagoe 

Railway and Mines, how is it that exemption has been 
granted on them on the gronnd that the necessary 
labour to man the leases is being concentrated on rail~ 
way construetion !-' 

7. Is it not a fact that, although they are held in the 
name of Jno. l\foffatt, the Ohillagoe Railway and Minrs, 
Limited, has issued a map showing these ordinary 
leases as being the property of the Chillagoe Railway 
and .:.\lines? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. R. 
Philp, Townsville) replied-

1. Sixty-five leases, comprising an area of 1,285 acres. 
2. Sixty-five leases were applied !or by John :IIoffatt, 

transfers to the Ohillagoe Railway and 1-.:Iines, Limited, 
being lodged at Mines Office on 16th November, 1899, 

3. Leases were applied for by John Moffatt, the appli­
cations not showing they were for the company. 

4. Applications for leases named first, second, third, 
and so on up to twenty-seven, were lodged on 2ith 
May, 1898. 

5. No. 
6. Answered in the above replies. 
7. No map issued by the company furnished to the 

department. 

"GARDEN OF QUEENSLAND." 
Mr. McDOXALD (Flinders) asked the Secre­

tary for Agriculture-
1. Has there been a book published by the Govern-

ment called the "Garden of Q.neensland " P 
2. If so, who \Vas the author ? 
3. "\Vhat was the cost of s ~me? 
4. VVas the author in the Government service? 
n. If so, is it true that he had six months' leave of 

absence on full pay? 
6. What was the amount paid him for such work? 

The CHIBF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson, Bulimba), for the Secretary for Agri­
culture, repli~d-

1. The book referred to was not published by the 
Government, but a number of copit"'3 were purchased on 
Government account. 

2. The. author was Mr. George Essex Evans. 
3. £400 was paid for 10,000 copies. 
4. Mr. George Essex Evans was and still is district 

registrar at Toowoomba. 
5. :\1r. Evaus was granted len,ve of absence for six 

weeks from 14th November, 1898, to which he was 
entitled under the Public Servi.ce Regulations. The 
leave was subsequently extended to the end of 
February, 1899, making three and a-half months in all. 

6. Ko payment has been made by the Government 
other than the £.100 above referred to. 

J!'ACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT. 
Mr. McDONNELL (Fortitude Valley) asked 

the Home Secretary-
Is it his intention to extend the provisiOns of the 

Factories and Shops Act to tho::;e places recommended 
by the Chief Inspector and other inspectors in the 
Chief Inspector's report for 1898? 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G. 
J!'oxton, Carnarvon) replied-

The whole question of ~:>tension o! the Act is now 
under consideratiou. 



Motwn for AdJournment. [22 DECEMBER.] Motion for Adjournment. 1551 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICK 
LEASE OP BARRON FALLS. 

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns): I desire to ask the 
Attorney-General, without notice-vVhether it is 
true that, in addressing the electors of Enoggera 
last night, he said that the issue of the lease of 
the Barron Falls to the Chillagoe Railway and 
Mines, Limited, had the approval of all the 
local authorities of Cairns? and, if so, will the 
Government lay on the table of the House the 
official approval of tho~e local authorities? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. Rut­
ledge, Maranoa) rdplied-\Vhat I said was that, 
when the Home Secretary went up, after nego­
tiations had been pending, he went up accom­
panied by the mayor of Cairns and members of 
local bodies ; and although there was at first a 
feeling of opposition to the granting of the lease, 
yet that feeling had turned round in favour of 
granting the lease. I referred to the matter to 
show that everything that had been done in the 
matter had been done in the fullest light of open 
day--

Mr. GrVENS: Nothing of the kind. 
The ATrORNEY-GENERAL: And with 

the know ledge of influential persons. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
TRANSVAAL CONTINGENT. 

The SPJ<JAKER (Hon. A. Morgan, TVa;·,vick) : 
I have received from the hon. member for Dalby 
an intimation of his intention to move the ad­
journment of the House this afternoon in order to 
call attention to a matter of urgent public import­
ance-namely, the insufficient steps about to be 
taken by tbe Government to secure the presence 
in South Africa of those Queenslanders who are 
both able and willing to take part with the Im­
perial f<Jrces in the military operations against the 
South African Republic and the Orange Free 
State. 

* Mr. BELL (Dalb,11) : I am taking this course 
with the consent of my leader--

Mr. SPEAKER: Do I understand the hon. 
member to move a motion? 

Mr. BELL : I intend to move a motion. 
The SPEAKER : Is the motion supported? 
Not less than five members having risen in 

their places in support of the motion, 
Mr. BELL : I move this motion with the 

consent of my leader, and I bring it forward 
because it has been strongly in my mind for 
some tnne that, in regard to the crisis taking 
place in South Africa, this colony is being 
represented very inadequately, and not at all in 
proportion to the dei<ire which exists among a 
great many inhabitants of Queensland. When 
the first contingent was despatched from Queens­
land, it was rigorously crmfined to men who 
h>td pa~sed through the Defence Force, and· 
although offers came from all parts of Queens­
land of men who were capable horsemen, good 
shots, and useful bushmen, their services were 
rejected by the Brigade Office on account of the 
fact that they had not actually qualified in drill. 
\Vithin my knowledge, a man from the Mitchell 
district, one of the best horsebreakers in the dis­
trict, an athletic man, and an admirable bush­
man, volunteered to go and take a couple of 
horses, but owing to the fact that the man had 
not any certificate of drill, his services were re­
jected; and there are within my knowledge many 
other similar cases. \Vithout taking an alarmist 
view of the situation, or dwelling unduly on what 
has happened, it will be admitted, I think, that 
the proceedings in South Africa are of such a 
character as to make every man in this com­
:\IIUnity take a very lively int!)l'est in them. That 

interest undoubtedly is diffused throughout this 
community, and I regret that the practical 
expression of it that is being shown by the 
Government is limited to a contingent of 150 
men. It may be said that 150 men repre­
sent the proportionate quota of Queensland 
towards the federal contingent, and no doubt 
that is so; but as a matter of fact New South 
Wales is contributing a great deal more than 
her quota. I believe her proper lJroportion is 
about 450 men, and she is sending, I believe, 
7 40 men ; and it seems to me, therefore, that as 
New South \Vales is so impressed with the 
gravity of the situation as to exceed her proper 
quote~, there i" uo reason why the Queensland 
Government should not take some similar action. 

The SPEAKER : I understood that the hon. 
gentleman intended to confine himself to one 
specific subject. He advised me that he proposed 
to draw attention to the apparently insufficient 
steps being taken by the Governrr:ent to secure 
the presence in South Africa of those Queens­
landers who are able and willing to take part 
with the Imperial forces in the military opera­
tions now being carried on there. I gather from 
the hon. gentleman's remarks that he thinks the 
contingent which it is proposed to send from this 
colony to South Africa is insufficient in number. 
That, however, is a matter that has already been 
determined by the House. 

Mr. BELL : I am not quarrelling with the 
determination of this House to send a contin­
gent of HiO men. What I am doing-and I 
submit I am in order in so doing-is to suggest 
that, irrespective of the determination which bas 
been arrived at to send 150 men, the Government 
should, over and beyond that, take steps to 
assist those other members of the community to 
whom I have referred, who are prEpared to go 
out and take part in the operations in South 
Africa. Th'}t I submit is entirely within the 
terms of my communication to you, Sir, and not 
in conflict with the determination of the House 
already arrived at. I may put my argument in 
another way. The House has authorised the 
Government to send 150 men. It is perfectly 
within the province of any hon. member 
at any subsequent period to get up and 
say that events have subsequently arisen 
and are now arising which warrant the Govern­
ment in taking further steps tn assist other 
men who are desirous of going to South Africa. 
I was endeavouring to show that New South 
Wales was contributing more than her proper 
quoto,, and that therefore the argument which 
might be used by the Queensland Government if 
they chose to use it-I do not think for a 
moment they would-that they should confine 
themselv"s to sending 150 men-that argument 
would uot real!!; apply. It is within the know­
ledge of many hon. members that a great num­
ber of good bush men possessing their own horses, 
men able to use a rifle, are prepared to go to 
South Africa if they receive some assistance 
from the Government in tbe matter of transport ; 
and I suggest that the Government should be 
pre1n,red to transport to South Africa men who 
can pass a medical examination-limiting the 
number if you will-who possAss the qualifi­
cations I have described. 

Mr. J ACKSON : \Vould their services be ac­
cepted? 

Mr. BELL: The hon. gentleman has put a 
pertinent question. One of the things which 
prompted me in moving the motion is the fact 
that in the newspaper Press of yesterday, I 
think, I saw that Mr. Chamberlain had stated 
that he was prepared to take men of the type I 
described, men who are good bushmen, good 
horsemen, but who ueed uot !lecessarily have 
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been members of any drilled force. And I 
believe the fact that he mentioned that point is 
a distinct indication of the gravity with which the 
Imperial Government view the situation in 
South Africa. General Sir Redvers Buller has 
been authorised to raise there corps of men for 
mountecl work, and I venture to say that no 
capable man offering himself for enlistment in 
those corps will be rejected merely because he 
happens not to be a drilled man. I believe some 
of the best fighting material we have in Queens­
land hap,•ens to be undrilled material; but the 
great thing is to get the material out there ; and 
I believe that both on the voyage and at some 
depot in South Africa the men we shall be able 
to send will soon be licked into shape, and 
at >!in early date be able to make an effective 
appearance in the field. I hope the Chief Secre­
tary and the hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Government will t>cke a liberal view of this sug­
gestiOn : that those men, representing all that is 
typical of good bushmen in Queensland-men 
who are prepared to go with their own horses to 
South Africa-will receive encouragement from 
the Government, and that in this crisis in the 
history of the British Empire Queensland will 
not act in a grudging manner. 

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp Townsville): 
I sympathise with the hon. member for Dalby in 
his remark;, but he should have made his speech 
dealing with the matter two clays ago, when 
the House unanimously carried a motion that a 
certain number uf additional men should be 
sent to South Africa. \Vhen thiB motion was 
before the House, the hon. member for Dalby 
ask6d whether these men would be confined to 
drilled men, and I said, " Certainly not," but 
that what were wanted were good horsPmen and 
good shots. I do not think the position has 
changed in the la.st two days. 

Mr. GrvENS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER : Personally I do not think 
we should grudge sending more men to South 
Africa, if they were wanted. \V e ought to par­
ticipate with the other colonies in sending men 
to South Africa. \Ve were invited by the other 
colonies to send a quota of 150, which we have 
raised to lGO. I think we are doing our share up 
to the present in this respect. If the other 
colonies wish to send more men, I think we 
shonld be justified in joining with them in send­
ing another contingent. \Ve have engaged a 
vessel for these 1GO men and 175 horses. I am 
sure the selection will not be confined to trained 
men, if W€ can get good riders and good shots, 
because I think the bushrnen of the colony are 
the best men to send. 

JVIr. FISHER : \Vho selects them? 

The PREMIER : The Acting Commandant ; 
and I think he will do his best to get the best 
possible men. 

Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South) : I am as­
tounded at the hon. member for Dalby bring­
ing in this motion now, which practically 
amounts to a vote of censure on the Govern­
ment. J t is no n"e pretending that it is his 
overflowing loyalt.y that induced him to do this, 
because the hon. gentleman had his opportunity 
the other day, when the motion that 160 addi­
tional men should be sent came on. The hon. 
member should have raised any objection then, 
if he thought that a larger number of men were 
necessary to be sent, or that more freedom 
shonlrl be given to the Government in the matter 
than the Government asked for. This side of the 
House was in accord with themotionmoved by the 
Premier on that day. Now the hon. member 
for Dalby comes down, as he says, with the con-

sent of his leader, and brings forward this 
motion. I was under the impression that, 
considering the state of business in the House, 
everything would be done to hcilitate the busi­
ness of the country, with the object of closing 
the session as early as possible. Instead of that, 
the hon. gentleman comes down with a motion 
which, if it were fully debated, would lead to 
hours of discussion. Surely the hon. member for 
Dalby understands that eYery hon. member hag 
the right to freely debate such a matter as has 
been submitted by him, and that would take 
all day. The hon. member, I think, is taking 
an unfair advantage of his position and of the 
expre•.sion of opinion given to him by his leader. 
The Premier has stated that the men to be sent 
will not be confined to drilled men, and that 
other good horsemen and good shots could be 
selected. It is only fair to ask the hon. member 
if he is prepared to do anything of the sort him­
self, or does he stand here as an exponent of the 
view of certain persons who have made applica­
tion to him? Are there numbers of people who 
have communicated with the hon. member with 
the object of getting assistance in this way to go 
out to South Africa? If so, why were they not 
able to communicate with the head of the 
Government? That would have been a far 
better method of dealing with the matter. 
In that case the Government would have been 
able to come to the House and say that they 
wanted more power in order to send men who 
were good horsemen and good shots. Instead of 
that, we have the hon. member coming down 
with a sort of a motion for adjournment, which 
the hon. member knows will be absolutely 
ineffective, and when the hon. gentleman finishes 
by withdrawing his motion, he will not be able 
to get any expression of opinion from hon. 
members whether they are in favour of the 
Government taking the desired action or not. 
No doubt he will then po&e as a patriot and say 
that he is the one person who has said that 
the Government were not capable of looking after 
their own business. The hon. member's action is 
an unprecedented way of doing things. He had his 
opportunity two days ago, and he did not avail 
himself of it. He says Queensland is only send­
ing a small proportion, as compared with the 
other colonies; but, seeing that a great deal of 
discussion arose throughout the Australian 
colonies when the last contingent was being sent 
away, to the effect that it would be more effec­
tive if an Australian contingent were despatched, 
than if each of the colonies sent their own con­
tingents in proportion to the population of each 
colony, I do noc see what he has to complain of. 
Now, the hon. member said the number of men 
to be sent was not enough. Does he contend 
that the sending of a federal contingent is 
wrong? 

The SPEAKER: Order! I would point out 
to the hon. member that the general question of 
sending troops to South Africa is not now before 
the House. The only question that can now be 
discussed is whether sufficient steps have l)een 
taken by the Government to secure the presence 
in So'lth Africa of those Queenslanders who are 
able and willing to take part with the Imperial 
forces in the military operations now being 
c:Jrried on there. The discussion must be con­
fined to that subject alone. 

Mr. TURLEY: The hon. member for Dalby 
pointed out the complications that had arisen in 
South Africa, and that Sir Redvers Buller had 
been authorised to raise certain troops, and that 
he was under the impression that men would not 
be rejected because they were not drilled. That 
may be so, but what the hon. member was 
aiming at has been met by what his leader has 
said-that they are not gonfining- their selectiou 
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to men who have only been drilled in the corps 
of Queensland. They are prepared 

[4 p.m.] to accept people from outside whn are 
prepared to go. The hon. gentle­

man apparently thinks that is not sufficient. I 
would point out that the hon. gentlem<tn has 
brought forward a motion, whether hu in­
tended or not, which will have the effect of 
wasting a considerable amount of time, and 
which does not give him or the Government the 
opp~rtunity of ascertainmg the views of hon. 
members as to whether they are in favour of it 
or not. 

Mr. ANXEAR: What about the waste of time 
last night? 

Mr. TURLEY : There were matters that 
came before the House hst night that should 
have taken four or five days to discuss; but we 
allowed them to go through in one night. It is 
a! ways the same at the end of the session. 
Busine~;s comes b- fore this House which affects 
every person, which means the spending of 
£2,000,000 or £3,000,000, and goes through in 
tht> cour<e of three or four hours, while other and 
less important matters are discussed for some 
considerable time. I wish to point out that we 
had such matters before the Hou'e last night as 
the Police Superannuation Fund, which may 
involve the country ultim:.tely in a matter of 
£500,000 ; but coming on in the early hours of 
the morning it was not able to be discussed. 
The fact of business coming on at the end of the 
session prevents members from giving it that 
real discubsion that it deserves. I do not think 
for a moment that the Gnvernment are sheltering 
them,elves behind the hon. member for Dalby; 
but that the hon. merNber has taken advantage 
of some expres,,iun which was used by the 
Premier, and interpreted it in his own liberal 
manner. 
* Mr. J. HAMILTON (Cook): This is not the 
time for party recrimination. 

Mr. TuRLEY : There is no party recrimination 
in it. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: I feel sure that there is 
nn hon. member in this House who would dream 
of doing such a thing at this juncture. vY e are 
all clesirous of upholding the honour of the 
British flag. 'Whatever interpretations may be 
put on the action of the hon. member for Dalhy, 
we know very well that it is prompted by 
patriotism. We know he intended no vote of 
censure on the Government. The fact of him 
sitting behind the Government is fact proof of 
that. In this instance he has actually consulted 
the Government. There is evidently some slight 
mi8understanding. 

The PRE;IIIER: About the selection, not about 
the matter itself. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: It is not a vote of 
censure. The Government decided, and we all 
agreed, to send a certain number of men-a 
certain numbPr of drilled, disciplined men--who 
were to bd paid by the Government. This is a 
different matter altog' ther. This is to allow the 
Government, in addition to that, to send a cer­
tain number of men provided their passages are 
merely paid. I do not quite agree with the hon. 
member in one thing--namely, that it is not 
necessary that the men who go should be drilled. 
It is far more de ,,irable to get men who are 
drilled and who c.;n ride and ohout than men 
who c"n ride and shoot without being drilled. 
If this motion is carried it will be desira.ble to 
get the best men we can, who are pos--essed of 
all the attributes necessary for such a force. In 
connection with thi~ matter, I suggest t,hat no 
one be allowed to go unless he j,; of the full age 

1899-5c* 

of twenty-one years. \Ve know what Napoleon 
said : that men under twenty-three or twenty­
four years of age simply help to fill the hospitals. 

Mr. KmsTOl'! : He is dead. 
Mr. J. HAMILTON: His opinion dead is 

worch far more th:>n the opinion of the hon. 
member alive. I am sure we are all imbued 
with the same idea, and will not descend to any 
party recrirninati,m. The Acting Commandant 
is sendiag round to the C•>mmanding officers 
throughout the c,>lony, asking what men feel 
inclined to volunteer. I suggest, in addition to 
th>1t, that ad vertisernents be put in the various 
newspapers-I am sure the newspapers are suffi­
ciently patriotic t<J put them in without any 
charge-otating the qualifications required (drill, 
riding, and shooting), the number of men that 
the Government desire, and a8king those who 
possess these qualifica;,ions and are de"irous of 
enlisting to send in their names and details of 
qualifications. The result of that will probably 
be that we shall have ~. far larger number 
of applications than if we simply confine our­
~elves to the method now adopted. lt is evident 
that the larger the selection there iR, the better 
men we shall probably get. There is one thing 
in connection with this that I should like to 
mention. \Ye can get Lee-Enfield rifle, from 
Sydney. \Ye have a \Yhitworth rest, and it is 
only neces8ary to fix it np. That can be done at 
a cost of about .£30 or £40. Major-General 
French and Colonel Umphelby, the winner of 
the Queen's prize in Victoria, in reply to letters 
from me, 3ay they have found them to answer 
splendidly for testing the si"hting of riflee. To 
show how necessary it is to test rifles, I will 
read an extract from what has been written 
by Mr . • T effrey, one of the best rifle makers in 
the world-

As rf'g-arcls the shooting of the ·303 military rifle, we 
have found that only about two or three rifles out of 
ten are capable of hitting a man 200 or 300 yards off if 
aimed straight to the object. ,,,..e ha Ye tested hundreds 
of these rifles, and find that they show from 4 inches 
to 6 inches right at 100 yards, and that at 3fJ0 yards 
from 12 inches to 15 inches. \-Yith rifles like these 
our soldier~ would stand a very poor chance in skir­
mishing against continental troops, whose rifles are 
usuall.) correctly sighted. Just for the sake of saving 
6d. or ls. on eaeh rifh our Government do not take 
any steps to test the accuracy of the weapons turned 
out by them. It is true that they fire a few shots from 
a fixed rest from a certain proportion of the ri:fies that 
they manufacture, but the.\· do not trouble whether 
the bullets hit the mark aimed at so long as they 
group clo~ely on the target. 
Therefore I suf(gest that our \Vhitworth rest be 
set up immPdiately at some plact>, and _that all 
the rifles be tested. It can be done at a cost of 
a few shillings apiece, and then each man will 
have a good reliable weapon. 

Mr. KIDS TON (Rockluzmpton) : The hon. 
member who has just sat down says this i~ not 
the time for party r"•crimination. I think hon. 
members on this side of the Honse have shown 
within the last day or two that they are quite of 
that opinion. 

JYir. J. HAMILTON: Hear, hear! 
Mr. KIDS TON : Hon. members opposite know 

quite well, and it is a natural thing, that the 
party who are getting their own way are always 
very apt to charge the other side with party pur­
poses. 

Mr. J. HA>IILTON: No one has charged that. 
I have not charged it. 

Mr. KIDS TON: Some hon. members opposite, 
with many hon. members sitting on this side of 
the House, """''> as a matter of policy, opposed to 
Australian troops bPing sent out of Australia. 
They also know th>1t we have recognised thA 
gravity of the situation in which the Imperial 
anthorHies have found themsely~s in South 
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Africa, and in view of the present position of 
the EmpirP, we have waivPd our personal 
opinions, and joined in a patriotic attempt to 
help the old country. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: Hear, hear! 
Mr. KIDSTON: If any men in this House 

can lay a claim to patriotism on this occasion, it 
is the men who are giving up their personal 
opinions on a que"tion of policy. I quite agree 
with the hon. membet· for D,;lhy that Australia 
might have sent more men. If Australin, is 
g.,ing to make a pretence of taking up the 
burdens of Empire-which she unquestionably 
is doing at this time-then her contribution to 
the army in Snuth Africa should have been­
not 1,000 men, but 10,000 mtm. I am quite 
aware that many persons would have scrupled 
about sending 10,000 men, wha are throwing up 
their hats over the despatch of 1,000. But, while 
I am nf that opinion, I cannot help recognising 
that the Government of Queensland, in sending 
the present contingent, have done what they were 
a, ked to do. They are quite willing, probably, to 
do more, and they show no grudging spirit in 
giving what they are a'ked, but they have given 
what they were asked. Under the circumstances 
I do not think the Government can, in reason, 
be expected to do more in the m'tt.ter. To give 
more than is asked in a """e of this snrt i• really 
passing a soro of vote of censure on the Imperial 
Government. It is tantamount to telling them 
that we know their requireme'1ts better than 
they do th"mselves. There is not the slightest 
occctsion for hy,terics. The hon. member for 
D<tlby is inclined to be a little hysterical-a little 
panic-stricken-in this matter. It would show 
more loyalty-it would at least show more 
strength of character-to place more dependence 
on the Imperi1>l Admiuistmtion. It is not neces­
sary for men to lnse their heads in this way 
because British arms in South Africa have met 
with a temporary check. I admit the sitt~tttion 
is !)rave, but sure.!y. while admitting that, we 
may believe that we have men equal to dealing 
with even such a grave situation :ts the present. 
I have no doubt at all that the men who have 
the control of affairs in South Africa will ulti· 
mately show that they are capable of retrieving 
the reverses which have been met with. There 
is another point, which was referred to by the 
hon. member for South Brisbane, and that is 
this: If this motion had been moved from this 
side of the House it would have been said that 
we wece trying to take the business out of the 
hands of the Government. 

Mr. COWLEY: No, I am sure it would not. 
Mr. KIDS TON: It was only the other even­

ing, when a motion of this kind was moved, that 
it was pointed out that to carry it would be to 
defeat the Government, and turn it out of office. 
I would like to know from the hon. gentleman at 
the head of the Government whether he accepts 
this as a motion of want of confidence, and 
whether, in the ev< nt of its being carried, he will 
re~ign, and advise the Lieutenant-Governor to 
send for the hon. member for Dalby. 

Jliir. ANNEAR: He might Rend for a worse man. 
Mr. KIDSTON : There are wor"e men in this 

House. I have no complaint to make on that 
Rcore. I am only pointing out the sit.uation­
that if this House carries this motion, it will be a 
vote of censure on the Government, and, if the 
Government accept the rrwtion, they will admit 
their incapacity to deal with the situation, and 
haw to be publicly instructrd by the hem. mem­
ber for Dalby; and, although under the circum­
btance3, they might not feel called upon to resign, 
they woulcl require to take the hon. member fnr 
Dalby into the Ministry in some way or other, 
so that they couid get the benefit of his superior 

abilities without risking-a public defeat in this way. 
I would like to know from some member of the 
Government whether they look upon this as an 
attempt on the part of the hon. me m her for Dalby 
toonstthemfl'om office. Thereii< anotherquestion 
which should be asked, seeing that the matter 
has l:een raised. We shall probably be disband­
ing in a few days, and going back to our homes. 
Now that the matter is under discus- ion it 
would be well if the Government would give the 
House to unders•and what p •licy they intend to 
pursue in the fnture in this respect-or, whether, 
when we come back-for I rec<,gnise that there is 
a possibility of it-w8 may have to blame the 
Government for ag.<in taking action without 
consulting Parliament. It might be as well for 
the Government to sive some indication of what 
they intend to do m the event of snch a con­
tingency arising. 

Mr. COWLEY (Herbert): While giving the 
hon. member for Dalby credit for the very bp,;t 
intentions, I think he has made a slight mistake 
in moving this motion. 

Mr. lJAWSON: 'Wby not let well alone? 
Mr. CO\VLEY: Perhaps the hon. member 

will coLtrol his own followers, without endeavour­
ing to control me. I have not sworn allegiance 
to the senior member for Charters Towers, and I 
decline to be Jictated to by the hon. memLer. 

Mr. DAWSON: I would be sorry to have you 
as a follower. 

Mr. CO\VLEY : While I give the hou. mem­
ber fat Dalhy credit for the best intentions, I 
think he has made a slight mistake. I wish to 
P"int out to him this fact-that when the war 
broke out in South Africa, colonial men of the 
very character whom the hon. member wisbee 
to "end offered their services to the Imperi.1l 
Government, and since General Buller went out 
tht•y also offered their services to him, and he 
stated that at that juncture he was not prepared 
t" accPpt them. 'What the Imperial Government 
required was thoroughly drilled, disciplined, and 
trained men. I would say in passing that, 
whilst not depreciating in the very slightest the 
hon. member fol" Dalby, or the class of men he 
w ,uts to send, that both on the frontier of Cape 
Colony and on the frontier of N at,al, men of the 
very character and description which he wishes 
to send are to be found in abundance, with this 
additional advantage that they have experience 
of the count,ry, and know both the lanuuage of 
the Dutch and of the Kaffir, and therefore are 
mnch more valuable than any men who might be 
sent from Australia, unless they are thoroughly 
trained and disciplined. 

Mr. BELT~: Why are they calling for this class 
of men now? 

Mr. COWLEY: They are calling for discip­
lined troops; and what I wish to point out is, 
that the very class of men which the hon. 
member desires to send are to be obtained there, 
if the Imperial Government are willing to accept 
their services. I do not wish to prolong the 
debate, because I know there is a great deal of 
business to be done to-day, and I sincerely trust 
that after the expression ,,f opinion we have had 
from the Premier the hon. member will with­
draw his motion. 

Mr. SMITH (Bo1cen): I am inclined to think 
that. the hon. member for Dalby is quite right in 
calling attention to the fact that there are many 
young men in the colony who are not drilled, buo 
v.ho would yet be admirably suited for service in 
South Africa. At the same time I think that, 
all other things being equal, preference should 
be given to the drilled men, because unless they 
are drilled to move in bodies it is difficult to 
manamvre, as anyone knows who has any know­
ledge of troo}Js. What I wish to emphasise is 
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that it would be well if the Government were to 
give a chance to young men who wish to volun­
teer in places where there is not an ordinary 
comp,ny of the Defence l<'orcB at the present 
time. I think it would be well if the call for 
volunteers were more widely known thon it can 
be through commcmding officers. I have had 
comn1nnications from young men whl) would be 
willing to volunteer, but who do not know how 
to go about it, and I am of opinion that if the 
intimation were a little more general throughout 
the colony the Government would get plenty of 
drilled men to volunteer for this service. 
* Mr. BELL, in reply: I merely wish to say 
that I am sorry that thA innocent motion which 
I have brought forward should be made the 
occasion for some decidedly disagreeable criti­
cisms with regard to myself. 1 t was only 
about two days ago that, in talking with the 
Acting Comm'1nd,nt, I heard from him that his 
intention was that these 150 men sh 1uld be 
raised from men who 'Nere alr•<J.dy in the mounted 
infantry or the infantry of the Defence J<'orce. 
It then crossed my mind th11t it would be a 
lamentable thing that men who were in every 
respect suitable for enlistment should be debarred 
from representing Qneensland, merely because 
they happened not to have been drilled. Since 
this diecussion has taken place I have had a 
conversation with the hon. gentleman at the 
head of the Government, and I learn that it 
has been decided to get these 150 men, not 
necessarily from men who have been drilled, 
but from all over the colony. I am very 
glad to hear that that is so, because it will 
certainly give the military authorities a better 
selection. But over and above the<e 150, I 
should still like to see the Government aesisting, 
by providing pa<sages, men who pass a doctor's 
examination, and who possess a horde, and who 
are rea1y to go to South Afriea. I regret that 
in addition to these 150 men we have not drawn in 
other respects upon our regular forces. I am 
very sorry that our permanent battery of artillery 
is not being despatched to South Afrie>. I say 
this, not from what an hon. member on the other 
side termed hysteria, for I think that everything 
is going to end properly in South Africa-~ 

The HOME SECRETARY: Why the permanent 
artillery, and not the field artillery ? 

Mr. BELL : I should like to see the field 
artillery go, but I have been so sat upon for 
what has already been said that it seemed 
wiser to refrain from furtht"r suggestion. I 
should like to see the permanent and the field 
artillery as well go to South Africa, not becanse 
I v1ew the present pm;ition of affairs with alarm, 
but Lecause thJ work th"Y would do, and the 
experience they would obtain in South Africa, 
would be more to tl~em than a couple of years' 
drill in Queensland. I hope that la,er on, if the 
state of things in South Africa does not im­
prove, the Government will take steps to further 
the passage to South Africa of that el>cellent 
m ,terial in Q11eensland which exists in abund­
ance, but which does not happen to be drilled. 
I hope the hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Government is seized of what I really mean. 
'With the permission of the House I will with­
draw the motion. 

l\Iotion, by leave, withdrawn. 

RAILWAYS ACTS A\IENDMENT BILL. 
CoNSIDERATION m' CouNCIL's A~!ENDl\IENTS. 

COMMITTEE. 
On t,he new cla.use, proposed to be inserted by 

the Council, as follows :-
2 This Act ~hall be deemed to have commenced and 

taken effect on and from the twentieth day of Decem­
ber, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine, and 
to that extent shall have retrospective operation. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. ,T, R. 
Dickson, Buli-mba) moved that the amendment 
of the Council be agreed to. This Bill was 
introduced for the purpose of continuing the 
engagement of the Commissioner for Railways 
for a period of twelve months, which was reduced 
by the Committee to ten months; and it was 
unrlerstood that the whole question of the 
management of our railways should be brought 
before Parliament as early as possiblA next 
session, The engagement of the Commissioner 
terminated on the 20~h of this month, and the 
amending Bill extending his engagement was 
not passed by the Council till the 21st, so that 
there was a hiatus of one day between the period 
when his engagement terminated and the time 
when, by statute, his engagement was renewed, 
and the amendment proposed by the Council 
was to cover that small interval, and to make the 
engagement of the Commissioner date from the 
period when his original engagement expired. 

Mr. FISHER (Gyrnpie): The necessity for that 
amendment was the best illustration 

[·!'30 p.m.] they could have of the mistake the 
Government made in delaying that 

measure to snch a late period of the session. 
The CHIE~· SECRETARY: Bllt for recent events 

thes6 Bills would have been before the House 
some weeks ago. 

Mr. FISHER: Why were they not before 
the House week.' ago? The Government surely 
had control of the business paper ! Here an 
important Bill was brought down two or three 
days before the close of the session when it was 
necessary to put it through in one day, and they 
found that it required to be amended by the 
LegislatiVE' Council to make it retrospective to 
cover a period that had not been provided for. 
He only desired to add that the amendment was 
a necessary and a purely formal one. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed ; and the CHAIRMAN re­

ported that the Committee had agreed to the 
Council's an,er;dment. 

The report was adopted, and the Bill ordered 
to be returned to the Council. 
PUBLIJ SERVICE ACT AMENDMENT 

BILL. 
CONSIDERATIO~ OF COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT. 

COl\!MITTEE. 
On new clause, to follow clause 1, as follows:­
This A et shall be deemed to have commenced and 

tal\:en effect on and from the sixteenth day or Decem­
ber, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine, and 
to that extent shall have retrospective operation. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY said the amend­
ment found neces,ary in that Bill arose through 
a similar defect to that which had been referred 
to in the previous Bill, except that the interreg­
num to be provided for covered a period between 
the 16th December and the present time. He 
moved that the Legislative Council's amend­
ment be agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed ; and the CHAIRMAN re­

ported that the Committee had agreed to the 
Council's amendment. 

The report was adopted, and the Bill ordered 
to be returned to the Council. 

MOUNT JYIORGAN GAS, ETC., BILL. 
CoNSIDERATION o~- CouNCIL's AMENDl\IENT. 

On the Ordtr of the Day being read for the 
consideration in con,mit.tee of the Legislative 
Council's amendment in this Bill-

Mr. CALLAK (Fitzroy) said: Mr. Speaker,­
I move that you do now leave the chair. 

Mr. HIGGS (Fortitude Valley) : When this 
Bill came before the House the other day, I was 
abHmt on municipal council business, otherwise 
I should have opposed it, As I wish to oppos!) 
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it now, I again reiterate that I consider a1l these 
public services, whieh are in the nature of 
monopoli~s, should he in the hands of public 
bodies. I hope, therefore, that though this is at 
a sornewhat late stage. the House will throw the 
Bill out by voting against the motion that you do 
now leave the chair. 

Question put; and the House dividtd :­
AYEs, 38. 

Messrs. Philp, Cbataway, fox ton, Dicl{son. Dalrymple, 
O'Connell, .:\'Iurruy, Grimes, rrouth, Lord, Stodart, 
T. B. Oribb. Forsyth, Bridge$, Fisher, Lcahy, Dibley, 
McDonnell, Stewart, Story, Petrie, ::Vlacldntosh, Forrest. 
Dawson_ Jenkinson, :Maxwell. Lcsina, Browne, Moore, 
J. Hamilton, Jackson, Glassey, f1:Lllan, Smith, Cowley, 
Stephenson, Givens, and G. Thorn. 

:NOES, 2. 
Messrs. Higgs and Ryland. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

CoMMITTEE. 
Mr. CALLAN mo,·ed that the Legislative 

Council's amenciment be agreed to. It was 
simply the substitution of the word "company" 
for "corporation." 

Mr. FISHER (Gympie) agreed that the 
amendment wa, a formal one, but he took that 
opportunity of pointing out that clause 29 gave 
ample power t" the local authority to take o,·er 
the workH whenever they thought ner<_s -ary. 

Mr. HIGGS would like it to be explained hnw 
the municipal C•JUncil could take over the 
works, anci what was likely to he the price they 
would he ttsked to pay v.hen it was propC'eed to 
take them over. 

The CHATRMAJ'\: I may point out to the 
hon. member that we have before us an an,end­
m<mt by the Legislative Council. vV e cannot 
discuss another portion of tbe B1ll. 

Question put and passed. 
l\lr. CALL AN moved that 1 he Chairman leave 

the chair, and report that the Committee agreeci to 
the Legislative Conneil's an1endment. 

l\fr. HIGGS : It was a matter of regret that 
his side bad such a smt.l! minority on the recent 
division. He did not exp• et that the majority 
of members would vote against the Bill, hut he 
deemed it neces;;ary to oppose tbe measure, 
h~c•mse, although in the minority, he believed 
the tirr•e was not very far distant when the rate­
payers of the colony in the various wards and 
divisions would recognise that those services, 
which were now in the nat-ure of a mono[-oly, 
should he t.>ken over by public bodies. 

The CHAIRMAN: Orde1·! The hon. mem­
ber is not in orrler in referring to that question 
on the motion tba,t I do now leave the chair. 

Ques•ion put and p"ssed. 
The report wa.; adopted, and the Bill ordered 

to be returned to the Legislative Council. 

JOINT COMMITTEES. 
CouNCIL's MESSAGE. 

The PREMIER: I beg to move that the 
following message be returned to the Legislative 
Council:-

The IJegislat.ive Assembly, having had under con­
sideration the message of the Legislative Conn<~il, of 
ye~terda:+ 's date. relative to the control of the Parlia­
mentary Buildings, and refreshment-rooms and 
library during the recess. beg uow to intimate that 
they concur in the resolutiOn contained in that 
me~sage. 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 
REsU>IPTION oF Co~nmTTEE. 

The TREASURER (Hon. R. Philp, 'l'owns­
ville): : I move that you cio now leave the chair. 

Mr. McDONNELL(Fortitude Valley): Ia"ked 
the Home Secretary to-clay thiB qmstion-

Is it his intention to extend the provision~ of the 
Factories and Shops Act to those places recommenr1ed 
by the <Jhief Inspector and other inspectors ill the 
Ohiel I!lspector's report fol· 18~8 r 

The hon. ge11tlemau's reply wos that the whPle 
q ue"tion of t-he extension of the Act was under 
consideration. This matter was brought up last 
year at the end of the ~essinn, when a somewhat 
similar anewer was given. That is the usual 
stereotyped answer given, in my opinion, to 
evade the question that has been asked. Over 
twe: ve months ago the Oh id Inspector of 
Factories recommended an extension of the Act 
to places which are now outside the boundaries 
nf the ribtricts proclaimed. In the report of 
that officer for 1898, he states-

During my visit to the outside districts I c ·msulted 
each in'~pector as to any {''~tension or alter:ttion of the 
boundaries of their respective districts which would, 
in their op1nion. be an improvement on the present 
boundaries for the purposes of the Act, and, for the 
informaliion of the ::.VIinister, I beg to quote the re~ult 
of these inquiries. The princival larg-e works outside 
Town~ville are the Ross River :\Ieatworks, about four 
miles out; Xorth Queensland 31eftt Export Company's 
works, seventeen miles out. These worl{s en.1ploy at 
certain seasons about 500 men, and use fourteen 
boilers. 

A few miles outside Rockhampton are the Lake's 
Cre<:3k works, employing- 801), while along tbe CPntral 
line, of convenient access therefrom. are about sixteen 
works, emploving a total of about 600 perso11s. 

I beg to refer to the report of the inspector Rt Bun­
daberg on this subject, and to endorse his recommenda­
tions thereou. 

The inspector at Bundaherg states in his repPrt-
Some anomalies, owing to boundary fixed, were soon 

apparent. bakers and butchers outside the municipality 
delivering- within same, and when called upon to 
comply, taking no notice ; another anomaly being that 
all the large centres of employ, such as 11illaquin 
refinery, .Bundabmg foundry, gasworks, three sawmills, 
brewery, two fiistillerics, employing between them in 
all about 31Hl hands all the year round, are all outside 
prhent boundary. It' it is intended to obviate the 
aboYe state of affairs, I would propose that the boun­
darY be as at present, with the addition of that. portion 
of S~ubdivision ~o.3, 1Voongarra Division, which includes 
~lillaquin refinery, Bunda.berg d1stillery, bre\very, and 
sawmills, commonly called East BlJndaberg; also that 
portion o! subdivision 1 of portion 2, parish of Go;,bur­
rum, which includes the foundry; also all that portion 
of the parish of Gooburrum commonly called Nmth 
Bunrlaberg. I think these additions would meet all 
requirements and bring a large number under the 
benefits of the Act. 
Durin~ the discussion of the Estimates in 18118 
this matter was urg~d on the l\1inibter in charge 
of the Estimates at that time because accordi11g 
to the provisions of the Factories and Shops 
A et of 189G, seetion 3-

1. This Act shall apply only to such localities as are 
deela1·ed by the Governor in Council, by proclamation in 
the Ga:etle, to be a district or distrwts for the purposes 
of this .J.ct. 

* * 
3. The Governor in Council may, by pmclamation as 

afore'c:-aid, reyoke, vary, or alter any proclamation 
published under this section. 
I say that during the discussion of the Estimates 
last year this matter was urged by my•elf and 
o· her members on this side ; it was brought up 
again the last day of the session of 1898, and the 
hon. gentleman who at present fills the position 
of Home Srecretary promised to consider the 
matter. On the 4th of last June I waited on the 
hon. gentleman and pointed out the necesoi+y for 
the extensiOn of the provisions of the Act to 
those districts, 

The HmiE SECRETARY: In the middle of June. 
l\!Ir. McDONNELL: Ye,, it was in th<Jmiddle 

of J une-the 17th. During the discu;;sion of the 
Estim:tte~ this year the matter was again brought 
nnder the notice of the hon. gentleman. I said 
to him-

There is one matter you might refer to--that is the 
exten~wn of t.he provisions of the Act. 
Of courHe that is the Fact,,ries Act. The hon. 
gentleman then said-

There were ditliculties With regard to that-diffi­
culties as to the selection of the particular localities 
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which sllonld be brought under the provisions of the 
Act. 'rhe matter had bet~n under consideration for 
some weeks. 
That wa' on the 21st November last. 

The HOME SECRh.TARY: Last month. 
Mr. McDONN t•:LL: A month ago. This 

matter has been under con,ideration evidently 
for over twelve months. It is pointed out 
clearly in the report of the Chief In,pcctor that 
these places are immediately ourside the 
boundaries of dist.ricts, particularly in Bunda­
berg, where the Act is at present in operation. 
The hon. gentleman lms the power in his h>ends 
to alter the boundaries; and I am sure that any 
person who is desirou< of extending the benefits 
of the :B'actories Act, little though they may 
be, would say that those places should at once 
be brought under its provisi••ns. It is stated 
in tb,, rep•>rt of the l{ockhampton inspector that 
a large numher of boys who are refused em­
ployment in Rockhampton, boys of tender age 
who cannot be employed under thP. provisior•s 
of the Act, CHn go to the Lak~'s Creek meat­
works and find employment there. I think 
if there is one thing more than another that 
this Act is urgently required for it is to pro­
tect the yonth of our c"lony, and to prevent 
them heiug allowed to go out to work before 
they are of a certain age, becau'e it is a well­
known fact that in many cases those boys 
and girls who go out to work at a tender 
age receive pract,ically !iO remuneration for 
their labour, and I think it is unfortnmte 
that whilst we have an Act en the statute hook 
which prevents the exploitation of the youth of 
our C•>lony in this reRpect the authorities have 
not yet SPen their way to extend its provisions to 
di,tricts where it should have bten in operation 
for some years past. I say now, at the close <if 
the se.,sion, because this is the last opportunity 
we shall have of bringing up the subject this 
year, that the hon. gentleman onght to be able to 
come down and definitely otate whether he is 
prepared to extend the provisions of the Act to 
those places whieh are recummended by his 
own inspectors. If he is not prepared to do that 
he ought to be prepared to tell us, because the 
answer given to-day. in n1y opinion, is sitnpiy an 
eva~ion, seeing that the matter has heen under con­
sideration for the last fourteen or fifteen months. 

I do not think it can be a satisfac­
[5 p.m.] tory anRwer to those hon. gentlemen 

who represont the localities t.o which 
the inspec•or refers in his report. I may say 
that wh<en I brought this matter up last year, 
the hon. member for Bundab>'rg emphasioed the 
necessity for tbe extension of the pmvisions of 
the Act to that flistrict. rmd he and I, at the,t 
titne, were of opinion that, when thP next se~sinn 
came round, thA provisions of the Act would be 
extended to that and othrr districts mentioned 
in the inspecLor's repnrt. I do not wish to take 
up the time of the House a,t anv great length on 
this matter, but I will 'ay this: That the Act is a 
great benetit, to young people especially, and 
it is very nec<·'"ary to include the places 
now exempt from its provisions. I understand 
the Act is urgently required to apply to those 
men working in sugar r~finerieR and mea.tworkR. 
In the sugar refineries there are large quantities 
of machinPry, and the ~anitary arrangemer.ts 
there are not in the condition they might be in. 
The same remarks apply to meatworks, and I 
have been informed by men who have worked 
in these ":arks that the oauitary arrangements 
there are m a deplorable condition. There will 
be no trouble in extending the provisicms of the 
statute to these worke, an<l it is our duty to 
insist on the Government doing that. 

The HOME SECltETARY (Hon. J. F. G. 
Foxton, Carnarvon) : I am not surprised at the 
hon. rrwmbe£'s attitude towards me, when he 

says that the answer I have given is nothing 
more or less than an eva,;iun. I sav it is the 
simple truth. The matter is still under 
consideration. The hon. member is correct when 
he says that the matter has been under con­
sid,eration for a long time, but I have not been 
able to get a!! the information I desired. For a 
large portion of the recess I was away, and 
when the E<timates were on- I think on the 21st 
November-I told the hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley that the matter was then heing con­
sidered. The hon. member has evidP-ncly for­
gotten the political episode which has since inter­
vened, during which the party he supports were 
in power and did nothing. Had that episode not 
intervened, I might have been prepared to carry 
out the recommendations of the C~1ief Inspector; 
but I am not quite certain what those recom­
mendations are. I have not had .tn opportunity 
of consulting with Mr. McLay, because he has 
been away. He has returned to-dav, but I have 
not vet an opp<>rtunity of consulting with him 
on the matter as to wbat action should be 
taken. 

Mr. HIGGS : 'When are you going to appoint 
the additional inspector? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not know 
until I consult Ylr. :\lcLny. The hon. member 
for Fortit,nde Valley, I understand, thinks that 
my ans~.ver to hiH qneRtiou is sin1ply an evasion. 

'!VIr. MaDoNNELL: That ib my opinion. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Well, the hon. 

member is welcome to that opinion. He is 
perhaps unable to see that the circumstances 
which I have alluded to have prevented me from 
doing anyrhing in the matter until tl·dfty, and 
Mr. McLay has not been availahle since I gave 
the hon. member the information I did. I told 
the hon. member when the J<~stimates were on 
that there would be difficulties with reg»rd to 
some of Mr. McLay's recommendations, hecause 
he has not made it quite clear what they are. 
He gives a list, which apparently emanates 
from the report of one of his sub,>rdinates. I 
wi,;h to clear this up; whether he recommends 
that certain isolated districts mentioned should 
be brought in-they are scattered thron'(hout 
the colony and are not connected wi• h any 
present proclaimed districts at all. If they 
are recommendaTions, I will give them serious 
consideration. \Vith regard to the extension 
of the boundarit•s, the only ques•ion is where 
these boundariBs should g,,, an·i, as it is a 
somewh>tt difficult thing to a.rrive at bonndaries, 
it may be nec,•ssary to C<tll in the assistance of 
the Snrveyor-Geneml, so that the boundaries 
may be technically and properly clescribed. It 
is pasy to describn the boundaries of towns like 
Bundabr'rg and R"ckhampton. Of course I do 
not expect to satisfy the ban. member for Forti­
tude Vallev, but I hope I have satisfied other 
hon. members who are more reasonable than 
he is. 

Mr. GLAS:'>EY (Bundaberg): I certainly do 
not wieh at this late stage of the ·,ession. to prolong 
this di'c;,ssion, and I h<J'pe it is the intention of 
hon. memburs to condnde the business of the 
session to·night or to-rnorrow morning, so as to 
enable hon. members, who live at a dishnce, to 
rPach their homes as soon as possible. But I d•> 
say this, that I hope the Home Secretary will 
delay no long-er in seeing that the sug.(estions 
made in the Chief Inspector's r•'port-which are 
supported by his subordinates -are ca;rried 
out, so that the provisions of t~e Act :v1ll. be 
ex• ended to those important works m my dJ,triCt. 
It mnst be obvious to the Home Secretary that 
the Factories Act, to be of any service, ought 
to include all the chief industries of the 
colony, Take a large factory like the Millaquin 
Refinery where, during almost the whole year, 
thAre are nearly 200 men employed, and where, 



1558 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

I am bound to confess, without any unnece%ary 
feeling, that the sanitation is not "hat it should 
b~. I think the time has not only come, but 
has long since come, when the provi-<ions of the 
Act should be extended so as to include those 
works, and other works in that particular locality. 
If the hon. gentleman will read the report of the 
inspector for that district he will see that the 
boundaries which, in the judgment of the inspec­
tor-who, I presume, ought to he the best judge 
-ought to constitute the boundories of the dis­
trict are defined. That has been brought under 
Mr. McLay's notice, and be embodies it in his 
report for 1898. This is not the time for recri­
mination, aod I do not wish to indulge in it ; 
but I hope the hon. gentleman will pardon me 
for pressing on him the nece>sity of adopting the 
report of his subordinate officer, and put the law 
in force by extending its operations and the 
boundaries within which it is to be in force in 
accordance with the representations which bave 
been made by the sub-in,pector. I hope the 
Minister in charge of this particular department, 
and this most important branch of that depart­
ment, will, at any rate, see that the boundaries 
are extended to include the various indmtri&S, 
and the people who are engaged in those indus­
tries, and give them that protection which the 
hw intended they should receive, but which they 
have not, unfortunately, up till the present 
received. 

The HOME SECRETARY : I may be per­
mitted a word in personal explanation. In 
regard to some of these areas, I have asked for 
exact descriptions of the boundaries, but, as yet, 
I have not got them. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Mr. Caulfeild lays it down 
distinctly. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am not speak­
ing of Mr. Caulfeild. 

Mr. KIDSTO~ (Rockhampton): With regard 
to the remarks of the hem. member for Bnnda­
berg, that this is not the time for recrimination, 
and that we should endeavour to get the business 
concluded this evening so as to permit hon. mem­
bers to get away to their homes for Christmas, I 
should just like to point out that, unle,Js this 
House adjourns to-night over t.he holidays, none 
of us who live any considerable distance away 
will be able to get to our homes for Christmas. 
Oon'.iequently, if this House doel' not adjourn at 
6 o'clock, or, at the latest, this evening, there will 
not need to be any hurry at all, and there will not 
be any occasion to cease from recrimination, 
because, if we are not going to get away to our 
homes, we may as well make up our minds to 
stay. 

Mr. STEW ART: Sit here and reeriminatP, 
Mr. MoDONALD: Some will not be able to get 

home now. 
Mr. KIDSTON: The Home Secretary is just 

the kind of gentleman who leads mtmbers on 
t', is side to recriminate. He has a certain 
manner that is apt-- . 

The Hm!E SECimTARY: I was blamed, and I 
replied. 

Mr. KIDS TON: I do not complain. vVrat 
I wish to particularly ask the Home Secretary 
is, why it is, in the administration of this Act, 
that the important faccory of Lake's Creek 
should have been left out of the boundaries 
which take in all the other factories in the 
Rockhampton district? A great deal of com­
plaint has been made locally in the matter. 
There are a very large numbe~ of boys employed 
there, and the sanitary condition• of the places 
where the employees have to Jive are certainly 
of a very unsatisfactory character. ~ometimes 
they are quite as bad as in any other factr,ry in 
!tockha"!pton, and, at times, worse. Complaint 
1s made m Rockhampton that, while boys who 

seek employment in the factories there have to 
undergo inspection and comply. with the other 
conditions of the Act, yet, if they go to Lake's 
Creek, they are free from the supervision of the 
Act. Lake's Creek is only three miles from 
Rockhampton, and sometimes there are 1,000--

The HOJ\IE SEORETAI\Y : It ici outside the 
boundary? 

.!\lr. KIDS TON: Y PS. It is even outside the 
boundary of North Rockhampton; although it is 
so near. I presume that when this Act was 
passed, it was not with the idea of looking after 
the towns, but with the idea of looking after 
the factories, and it does not seem to me that 
there is any good reason why, in defining the 
bonndarie", the most important factory in the 
district should have been left out. As I have 
already said, there are sometimes 1,000 people­
men, girls, and boys-employed at Lake's Creek 
under Coiiditions, sanitary and otherwise, that 
are far frllm satisfactory. I should like to know 
from the hon. gentleman whether he has any 
intention of bringing this, the largest and most 
important factory in the district, and in some 
respects, I believe, the most badly arranged 
factory-badly arranged in respect to the condi­
tions under which the employees have to work 
and live-under the oper..ttions of the Aet. It 
is very much to be desired, on its own account, 
apart from the complaint which has been made 
that it is unfair to the other factories in Rock­
hampton. 

:Y1r. STE\VART (Rockhampton North): I sup­
port the hon. members who have just spoken, in 
their desire that the operations of the Factory 
Act should be extended to the \ arious meat­
works, sugar refineries, and so forth. The excuse 
offered by the Home Secretary for the non-exten­
sion of the Act to the meat works at Lake's Creek 
seems to be a peculiar one. Apparently, h>td it 
not been for t!Je recent invasion of the Treasury 
bencb"" by the Labour party, this Factories Act 
would have been extended, not only to the Lake's 
Creek works, but to several other place;. \Ye 
have been told recently of a great many excel­
lent things that would have been done if the 
Labour party had not rudely stepped in and dis­
turbed the Government in its zeal for reform. 
The Electoral Reform Bill would have been 
passed. 

Mr. ANNEAR: You blvcked that. 
Mr. EsTEWART: It suits the hon. member 

to s.,y that we blocked that Bill. As I have 
said, we rudely invaded the quiet seclusion of the 
Treasurv benches, and now we are being blamed 
for any. delay that takes place. That is very 
childish on the part of the Home Secretary, rf 
he will permit me to say so. He has had this 
question before him for nearly two years. 

The HoME SECRETARY : That is not correct. 
I have onlv been in office twelve months. 

Mr. STEWAHT: \Yell, the hon. gentleman 
has had it before him all the time he has been 
in office, and his predec0ssor had it before him, 
and took no action. It seems passing sLrange that 
just when the Labour party jostles the hon. 
gentleman and his eo m panions off the Treasury 
benches everything was ripe for an extension of 
the Act. That may appear very well in print: 

The HOME SECRETARY : You are not qmte 
right yet. 

Mr. STJ<;\V ART : Oh, then, it was not the 
ad vent of the Labour party that hindered the 
extension of the Act, and the excuse put for­
ward by the hon. gentleman was not a correct 
excuse? 

The HOj\[E SECRETARY : Yes, it was. 
Mr. STEW ART : Will the hon. gentleman 

tell us the real reason why the Act has not been 
extended to these places? Twice the hon. 
gentleman's inspectors have advised that the Act 
should be extended to the Lake's Creek Meat-
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works. I would like to ask the hon. gentleman 
what his impectors are for? Are they not his 
eyes and his ears? Does he not send ·them out 
to f'ee that the Act is properly admini,tered ? 
Does he not require them to advise him upon 
the administration of the Act. and does he not 
pay attention to ''ny ouggestions they may 
make? Is it not the very purpose for which 
the inspectors are there? Yet W<' have the 
Chief Inspector recommending the extension 
of the Act in 1898, and this yea.r Mr. Hamm0nd, 
the in>p>·ctor at Rockhampton, makes the same 
recommendation, but nothing h:ts been done. 
The hon. gentleman creates what appears to 
me tn be an imaginary difficulty. He says 
that Lake's Creek works are situated ouLside 
the municipal boundaries. That is true. They 
are not only outside the municipal boundaries 
of Rockhampton, but thev are outside the 
municipal bounchries of N<irfh Rockhampton ; 
but I make bold to say that any surveyor could 
~ive the hon. gentleman's department a correct 
description of the boundaries of those particuhr 
works in one day. All the hon. gentleman has 
got to do is to wire up to some surveyor in 
Rockhampton, and the surveyor could make 
a survey, send his report to Brisbane, and 
have the whole thing finished in a week-or, 
at the very outside, a fortnight. I trust the 
hon. gentleman will carty out the spirit of the 
Act. There are a large number of employees 
engn.g-ed at the Lake's Creek lYieatworks, who 
are, I am informed, under the nge allow"d 
by the Act. As has been pointed out by the 
inspector, boys who are not permitted to be 
employed in any of the factories in the town of 
Rockhnmpton, for the simple reason that those 
factories are under supervision, go down to 
Lake's Creek, anrl whether they are under al(e 
or not, whether they are physically fit or unfit, 
they are immediately taken on. I am told that 
the demand is so great that even the female 
sex has had to be drawn upon to supply the 
demand for lahour. This la't fact appears to 
make the case for the extension nf the Act all 
the stronger. If thn girls, as well as the boys 
are engagEd there, then the sooner the hon. 
gentleman's inspectors are sent to those premises 
the better it will be fnr all concernecl. I trust 
the hon. gentleman will carry out the promise 
he has made. 

Mr. JYicDONNET.L: He made no promise. 
Mr. ST.EW ART: I understoocl the hon. 

gentleman to make a kind of promise-if not a 
direct promise; hut he onght to state distinctly 
to the House what he means to do. If he does 
not, the position will be a most unsatisfactory 
one. At any rc>te, I gathered from the hon. 
memher's remarks-although he was not as 
definite as he ought to have been-that it is his 
intention to extend the operations of the Act 
to the places in question. 

The HoME SECRETARY : To some of them 
C8rtainly. 

Mr. HTEW ART: I am particularly intereste.cl 
in the Lake's Creek J\1e •tworks. Does the hon. 
gentleman intend to extend the Act to those 
v.rorkH? 

The Ho11E SECRETARY: That is Ill} present 
intention. 

Mr. STEW ART : I am cruite satisfied with 
that. Now there are other works exactly 
opposite to Lake's Creek works on the other 
side of the river. They are much smaller works 
than Lake's Creek, but doing the same kind of 
work. I believe they also employ a number of 
boys, an.d that the sani~ ary conditions there 
also teqmre attention. I trust that very soon 
the hon. gentleman will extend the operation of 
the Act to the places mentioned. 

Mr. LESIN A ( Olermont) : I am surprised that 
on a motion of this character the suggestion has 

not been made that the extemion of the opera­
tions of the Act. should be held over until we 
appoi11t a Royal Commission to incruire into the 
matter, and take some action about ten years 
hence. It is customary now, when any f]Uestion 
of public importance is raised, and there is a 
possibility nf its being attended to, for the sug­
gestion to be made that a Royal Commission 
should be appointed, consisting of certain poli­
tical hangers-on of the Government. By that 
means legi,lation is delayed, and time is wasted. 
I am astonished, incleed, that the Home Secre­
tary, who is not altogether sympathetic in the 
a,Jmini<tration of the Act, has not made the 
suggestion. 

The HmrE SEORRTARY: That is not correct. 
Mr. LESIN A : The impression iR abroad that 

the hon. gentleman is not a<hninistering the Act 
sympnt het.ically, and ther~fore I shnuld not have 
been surprisPd it he had suggestecl the appoint­
ment of a Royal C'ommission. However, the 
hon. gentleman may do that later on. Another 
argumPnt which I expected to hear used is that 
we might verv well leave the matter over for the 
:B'ederal Parliament to deal with. Those are 
two stock argurmnts which are becoming popu­
larised in this House-that whenever an hon, 
member draws attention to some matter that 
requires remeclying-, either we mu't refer it to 
the :B'ecleral Parliament, or else we must appPint 
a Royal Commission consisting of political 
hangers-on of the Government. 

Mr. ANNEAR: Is the hon. member for Bunda­
bPrg a hanger-on of the Government. 

Mr. LE8INA: The hon. member for Bunrla­
berg would not be on such a commission, and it 

will be remember ·d that when the 
[5'30 p.m.] hon. member for Bundaherg did act 

on a commission he did not receive his 
pay, which was tn his credit. I believe that the 
provisions of the Act should be extended to the 
places recommended hy the inspector, who ba,es 
his rPcommendatiom on the reports sent to him 
by the district inspectors. The inspector has 
recommended an alteration of the boundaries in 
certain cases, and has embodied that recommen­
dation in his annual repnrt, which has been 
submitted to the Government and to the 
House. If the Home Secretary was in sym­
pathy with the Act, and cared to bring the 
matter before the Executive Council, he could 
easily get the necessary alterations made in the 
boundaries of districts, so as to take in meat­
works and other places which it is desirable 
should be under supervrsion. The thing is very 
simple, but the hon. gentleman who is in charge 
of the department has discovered many diffi­
culties in the way of doing it, and has said that 
it would be necr"·,ary to call in the Surveyor­
General in order to define the boundaries. That 
may be true, but I would point ont that the 
district inspector at Bundab"rf! recommends 
certain boundaries which will take in certain 
sugarworks. 

The H mm SECRETARY: No ; he does not. 
Mr. LESTNA: I thought he did. At any 

rate he makes recommendations, an<l those 
reco:nm, ndations are brought before the Minister, 
and it appears to me that they could b<; easily 
carried out without any great loss of time or 
waste of money. It seems to me that there is 
not that sympathy manifested by the depart­
men~ in the administration of the Factories Act 
that we might very fairly expect to see exhibited. 
The Act is part of our legislation, and an effort 
should be made to have- it administered success­
fully. The way to do that is to administer 
it in a sympathetic s·,irit, and not in a hmtile 
spirit, but I am very much inclined to think, 
from the evidence we have hefore us, that the 
Act is not admini;;tf'red in a sympathetic spirit, 
and if that is so the result will be that the Act 
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will be brought into disrepute, and an agitation 
may be got up for its repeal. I said just now 
that tbe inspector has made recommendations. 

The HOiiiE SECRETARY : As to boundarie•, you 
said. 

Mr. LESIN A : Yes. On page 14 of the report 
upon the working of the Factories and Shops Act 
for 1~97, it will be seen that the inspector at Bun· 
daberg makes the following remarks:-

Some anomalies, owing to boundary fixed. were soon 
apparent, bakers and butchers outside the municipality 
dP'ivering within the same, and, when called upon to 
comply, taking no notice ; another anomaly being that 
all the large centres of employ, such as Milhtquin 
refinery, Bundaberg foundry, gas,vorks, three sawmills, 
brewery, two distilleries, employing between them in 
all about 300 hands all the year round, are all outside 
present boundary. If it is intended to obviate the above 
state of affairs, r would propose that the boundary be 
as at present, with the addition of that portion of sub­
divisiOn Xo. 3, ~~oongarra Division. whicll includes 
Thiillaquin refinery, Bunda.berg distillery, brewery, and 
sa,vmills, commonly called East Bundaberg ; also that 
portion of subdivision 1 of p~Jrtion 2, parish of Goo­
burrum, which includes the foundry; also all that 
portion of the parish of Gooburrum commonly called 
North Bundaberg. I think these additions would meet 
all requirements, and bring a large number under the 
benefits of the Ac~. 
So you see he makes recommendations. 

The Ho>IE i:lEORETABY : He makes recom­
mendations, but he does not give the boundaries. 

Mr. Ll<JSlNA: You have the didsional board 
boundaries. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No; only certain 
portions of a subdivision which include certain 
factories. 

Mr. LESINA: Is it a matter of great labour 
and difficulty to define a boundary which will 
take in a refinery? 

The Ho>IE SECRETARY : I have asked for that, 
and have not yet got it. 

Mr. LESIN A : I do not think that petty 
difficulties of this kind with regard t,, the mere 
extension of a boundary have b<'en raised in 
other colonies where they have a Factories Act 
iu operation, and I do not believe they would 
have been raised here if the Minister were in 
entire sympathy with th<3 provisions of the Act. 
The Home Secretary dnes not seem to believe 
in the Act at all, and the Act has so far been 
administered in such a way as to render it as 
unpopular as possible. I regret to have to take 
that view of the matter, but I know that many 
persons outside who are admirers of the Act 
entertain that opinion. I do not say this with 
any desire to ca"t di"credit on the bon. gentle· 
man, but I do not believe he is in sympathy 
with the Act, and it i" utterly impos·ible to 
make an Act effective unless it is sympatbeti· 
cally administered. I tru"t the hon. gentleman 
will make the administration of the law more 
effective in future, as I am sure that it will 
be conducive to an amelioration of economic and 
industrial conditions in the colony if the Act is 
carried out faithfully and sympathetically. 

Mr. DUNSFOitD (Cha1·ters Towers): I cer­
tainly "gree that the provisions of the Factories 
Act ought to be extended in the direction men· 
tinned hy the hou. member for J!'ortitud<· Valley. 
When we put an Act of Parliament like the 
Factories Act in operation in any di,ttict, we 
not only give security of life to employees 
engaged in different industries, but we also 
lessen 1 he danger to tbe public health as a whole. 
I am under the impression th'lt since the estab­
lishment of large meat works and large refineries, 
especially meatworks, throughout Queensland 
and Australia, we have bad a great increase in 
the epidemics that are constantly sweeping over 
Australia. I have not sufficient proof to 
connect the two matters, but I think that 
if we went to the bedrock of the matter 

we should find that these large meatworks 
have something to do with the increase of 
epidemics. From informatiun I have bad at times 
I find that there are a large numl er of cases of 
fever, esr.ecially typhoid fever, in our hospitals, 
which car be traced directly to the n1eatworks in 
different places. I can quite understand, there­
fore, tbat the extension of the operation of the 
Factories Act will lessen the danger of death to 
the whole cummunity. Is that not a good thing? 
Anything which will improve the bealth of the 
community is worthv of consideration, but I am 
afraid that t.he Minister who administers t.his 
Act looks at it from too narrow a point of view, 
and considers only the employers and employees, 
not h>oking at the effect of the adminiotration 
of the Act on the community as a whole. I 
think that as legislators, politicians, M.L.A. 's, 
whatever you like to call us, we should look at 
it from a public standpoint. The question for us 
is: \Vill it benefit the public to extend the 
Factorit:s Act to these places? I certainly think 
it will, for the reasons I have given. I could 
point to quite a number of cPsec to show that the 
health of the public would be improved by the 
extension of the Act. We have sufficient facts, 
I think, to enable us to say that m,,ny cases of 
typhoid can be directly traced to the insanitary 
condition of some of the meatworks. Let any hou. 
metllber visit one of these meatworks, and what 
does he strike? He strikes a smell strong enough 
to make a cv clone seek some other course of less 
resistance. ·our o\vn cornrr1on sense 1nust teach us 
that those smells must be dangerous to the locali­
ties in which they exist, and they should be dealt 
with. Some hon. members here would perhar•s 
suggest a Royal Commission to get to the bottom 
of those smells ; to analyse and dissect them. 
You could pull some of them to pieces and could 
see them w tth the naked eye, they are that thick 
and strong. Go down the Brisbane River, the 
l<'itzroy River, outside Townsville, and along 
the Northern Railway line-go in any direction 
where these meat works are, and there you strike 
tbe3e smells. Something should be done about 
them, becau•e so many of them north, south, 
east, and west in Queensland must constitute a 
danger to the healt.h of the community. The~e 
must be something to prevent them. It rs 
not necessary, I am sure, to have these sr~J&lls 
existing as a source of danger in our mrdst. 
Inventions and d1:::coveries are now so numerous 
and up to c'ate that, if the companies like to go 
to a little expense-and they should, if neces,ary, 
be compelled to do so by the State-they could 
prevent many of these •ources of danger. I hope 
the Home i:lecretary will see that the Factories 
Act is extended to these places, because it is not 
a m~ttter of legislation but of admini~tration. 
Administration goe~ on all the whrle, and 
whether Parliament is sitting or not, the 
Government have power to extend the operation 
of the :Factories Act, and they ought to do it 
right away. 

Question put and passed. 

COl\!i\IITTEE. 
LOAN ESTIMA'l'ES-LAND DEFENCE. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R. 
DickHon, Bulimba) moved that £25,6ii0 be granted 
from loan for Land Defence. He had sub­
mitted the vote at an earlier hour of the 
day. The vote inclnded £2,000 for Lytton 
defences. Th:.t was a new item for works to be 
entered upon on tbe removal ot the reformatory 
building on the crest of the hill. There was 
£5,500 aeked for small arms and ammunition, and 
a vote of £2,150 for twn 4·7-inch guns, which 
wus self-expianatory, and was in addition to 
£2,500 already voted m 1898-99, when the 
sum was under-estimated. £3,000 was asked for 
rifle ranges, formations, etc., and that would be 
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considered a popular vote, as it was de,irable 
that, by the increase of rifle clubs and rifle 
ranges in the. colony, the rising youth, and the 
male populatiOn of the colony generally, should 
become accustomed to the u"e of firearms. The 
vote for submarine mining equipment was a 
new item, £1,200 being asked to provide electric 
lighting apparatus. Stores and armoury 
buildings, Victoria Barracks, was a new item, 
£5,000 being asked for the purpose, because the 
present ~<ccommodatiun was insufficient. It was 
proposed to provide office accommodation for 
the paymaster and the comptroller of stores 
in the building, which would be erected iu 
Blackall street, opposite the barracks. For 
Thursday Island defence, £7,300 was asked, 
and that was the amount promised in agree­
ment with the Premiers of New South \Vales, 
Victoria, and Tasmania, the other contribu­
ting colonies, to make good the amount in 
default, which should have been annually contri­
buted by South Australia. £500 was asked for 
contingencies. 0! course it must be distinctly 
understood ~hat the vote was not in any way 
connected With any war scare or with the !Jresent 
position in connection with the war in South 
Africa, but was the provision considered neces­
sary by the Commandant to maintain the 
efficiency of the Defence Force. He might s«y 
that in addition to that vote, they were ordering­
a considerable number of rifles, the necesBity 
being impre,sed upon the Government since the 
vote was framed, and on that subject he was 
prep:ued to give hon. gentlemen information 
privately. 

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon) observed that there 
was an increase on land defence account of 
£10,000 which, togeth~r with the incrBse 
provided for on the E~tima~es-in-Chief, made 
a total advance of £31,000. He would ask the 
hon. gentleman whether he did not think ic 
wonld he adviR\ble to spend a little money on 
the Nav«l Defence Force. In the event of a 
European war, which was not improbabl~, he did 
not think t.he colony's land defence would be 
of anything like the same service as a well 
organised naval defence. A few smart vessels 
coming down the coast could levy blackmail 
on the shipping, whereas there was very little 
probability of in vas ion by land. A statement 
had been made in the papers that there 
was a proposal on the part of the Transvaal 
Government to issue letters of marque to vessels 
to prey upon British ship[Jing, and alt.bough 
they probably would not have a very long reign, 
yet two or three smart vessels of that description 
could do a lot of damage to Queensland shipping, 
as well as injure the coa"tal towns. Had the 
Government any idea of increasing the naval 
defence of the colony, and, if possible, getting a 
naval brigade afloat to provide for contingencies~ 
The wise"t man in the world could not tell what 
was likely to happen within the next few months, 
and although they were sending their men away 
to fight in another country, it should be remem­
bered that they might at any time be called npun 
to protect themsel vPs. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY had always takm 
a great interest in naval defence matters, as the 
hon. gentleman would admit, and his great desire 
was to promote the welfare of the ml>rine service. 
The _Government were encouraging, and would 
contwue to encourage, that, arm of the service. 
A large proportion of the vote for small arms 
was to be devoted to the naval defence of the 
colony, and on the Supplementary Loan Estimates 
it would be seen that provision was made for 
small arms, munitions of war, and heavy guns 
for the naval force. He was free to admit that 
the naval force had not been so carefully nursed 
and nourished as the land defence force, but the 
reason for that was apJ:larent in the fact that a 

naval force was not so readily got together 
as a land force. To get a marine force they 
must have sailors, and a large amount of ship­
pit>g to furnish a. proper proportion of naval men. 
He admitted that they had a good nucleus for a 
naval defence force, but the difficulties that bad 
.to be coped with in bringin~t it up to a high state 
of efficiency were very considerable. In addition 
to that he need not !JOint out that ships were 
very costly t!Jings, and modern developments 
were so upid that both ships and armaments 
very soon became obsolete. Th• y mu"t look 
ahead of requirements in order to properly nurse 
the force, and that necessarily involved a large 
expense. A matter which shortly would require 
careful consideration was the future of the 
auxiliary squadron, the agreement about which 
expired next year. No doubt the .Federal 
Government would deal with the matter and 
take charge of naval defence force matters. In 
the meantime the wbole thing wa~ in a state 
of transition. He knew that the present Naval 
Commandant had the welfare of the force 
entirely at heart, but he felt the re•ponsibilities 
of hi' position, and was rather anxious to be 
relieved. The Government were endeavonring 
to hear of a competent man in tbe navy who 
could be 0btained in view of Captain Dra.ke 
vacating the position of Na,al Commandant. 
The Government would not lose sight of the 
desirability of giving further attention to naval 
defence matters. 

Mr. SMITH (Bowen) pointed out that the 
organisation and m dntenance of a naval force 
was a matter of some difficulty and expense in 
view of the rapidity with which both ships and 
armament ht:came obsolete. 

Mr. FISHER (Gympie) said the system of 
charging ordinary expenditure for 

[7 p. m.] defence purposes to loan account 
. wa" totally bad, and if continued 

to any extent could lead to nothing but disaster 
financially. It was laid down as sound policy 
that military expenditure should be an annual 
charge on revenu~, and that only very permanent 
works "and the purchase of material which would 
be an asset to be kept up from ye~tr to year could 
properly be charged to loan account. 

'l'he CHIE~' SECRETARY ' This is n2arly all for 
war material. 

Mr. :FISHER: The first item was £2,000 to 
provide defences of a superior character at 
Lytton. To do that the old defences must be 
destroyed, or partly d• strayed, and the amount 
charged to loan account slwuld be only the sum 
representing the superior value of the works. 
The next iternt "srr1all arn1s and ammunition," 
arose from the fact that the old arms had become 
obsolete and useleRs, so that in that case the 
original asset had ceased to exiRt a,s an asset. 

'fhe CHIEF SECRETARY: The old arms still 
exist. 

Mr. FISHER : Though they might exist, the 
hon. gentleman must agree that they were prac­
tically useless as an asset-the value was so 
small as to be hardly worth taking into account. 
·with regard to the new guns for Magazine 
Island, if they admitted the principle at all that 
those guns should be purchased from loan, there 
might be some justification for this item ; other­
wise he attacked the whole principle of buying 
guns and ammunition out of lorm expenditure. 
An"ther item was "rifle ranges, formation, etc." 
Did the hon. gentleman honestly believe that 
those should be paid for out of loan? Rifle 
ranges were a necessity for military purposes, 
but they did not constitute an asset in the 
proper s"ense of the term, and nothing could 
be realised upon them beyond a mere baga­
telle. Nex.t came submarine mining equipment, 
£1,200; then stores and armoury buildings, 
£5,000; Thursday Island defences, £7,300; and 
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contin!j"encies, £500. Taking the thing altogether 
he emphatically entered his protest against the 
hysteru of charging military expenditure to loan 
acconnt when it oug-ht to be an annual charge on 
re1·enue; and he appealed to hon. members not 
to s':'bmit to the princip~e of making ammunition, 
f,>r mstance, a charge upnn loan, otherwise they 
would be piling up a loan debt for which there 
was no asset at all. If ammunition was correctly 
charged to loan it must be asoumed that the 
efficiency acquired by men using the ammunition 
made them of greater value to the State, and that 
this increased value was an asset which might 
be put down as a set-off to the expenditure, 
It bad been the policy of the Government in 
Great Britain to reduce the national debt by 
raising loans. \Vhatever surplus there was was 
placed to the credit <Df a sinking fund. The 
sinking fuml in Great Britain was a specific 
fund under trustees, for the purpose of reducing 
the public deht of Great Britain. 

Mr. LE.-\HY: "What is the sinking fund taken 
out of? 

Mr. FISHER: Out of revenue. 
Mr. LEAHY: 'What is a deficit taken out of? 
Mr. FISHER: 'rh at was different. If there 

was a deficit, each succcosive Government would 
protect itself. He would like the hon. gentleman 
in charge of t!>e Estimates to say "hether he 
approved of debiting the loan account with these 
items, and whether the p«licy which had been 
pursued in the paHt in this respect would 
redound to the credit of the colony, if it was 
continued in the future, 

The CHIEF SECRETARY said he thought 
the hem. member who had juHt spoken did not 
underst"nd the position. Such matters as small 
arms and ammunition and improvements to the 
Victoria Barracks were permanent improve­
ments fnr the purposes of defence. Tbe old 
guns would be written off when the new gun• of 
the large type came. \Vhen large guns and 
rifles were ordered a certain amount of ammuni­
tion accompanied that order. It was de-irable 
that a certain amount of ammunition should be 
kept m stock. He failed to Kee how there could 
be any dani(Pr to the Sta! e by the careful 
administration of these matter" conducted on the 
lines he bad mentioned. Permanent improve­
nwnts in the direction he had referred to were 
de,irable, and he thought these items might 
fairly well he charged to loan fund. 

Mr. :FISHER found some difficulty in follow­
ing the hon. gentleman. \Vhat necessity was 
there for any loan expenditure in this respect at 
all? There was no necessity for any incr,·ase in 
the vote. The hon. gentleman said that they 
had a certain amount of ammunition on hand, 
and when the Defence :Force u"ed any of it they 
paid for what was taken. That was equal to 
purchasing more to replace what had been taken 
away. 'l'bere was no necessity for a le ;:,n vote in 
thi,; respect. Did the hon. gentleman say that 
there wns more ammunition in store now than 
previously? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. 
Mr. FISHER askt-d the Chief Secretary to 

tell the ConJmittee what was the excess. 
The CHIEF SEcmJTARY : That is very undesir­

able information to give to the public at the 
preFH:-'nt time. 

Mr. GLASSEY: \Vith regard to the small 
arms and ammunition vote, he would impress 
on the military authorities the importance of 
that at the preeent moment. They should have 
an abundance and even a superabundance of 
small arms and ammunition in stock, in case of 
enwrg•,ncy. He was not going to prolong- the 
disctwsion, but he thought it was very difficult 
to see what eventualities might occur with 
rer:ard to what was going on at present in South 
Afric;>. Therefore it behaved every person who 

had any regard for the safety and wellbeing of 
the country, to see that nothing short of what 
was necessary was provided to he ready for any 
en1ergency. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : It appe:tred to him that 
it was rather unjust, if this generation desired 
to defend itself, that it should tax its children 
and its grandchildren. That was taxation with­
out representation with a vengeance. The pro­
babilities were that those who were living at the 
latter end of the twentieth century would be 
opposed to war, and would settle their differences 
by such means as rtrbitration; but it would be 
rather rough on that unborn generation tn make 
it pay for the wars of this agfl. Money bad 
been expended in erecting buildings for the 
storage of arms and amn1unition ; but thesA 
would depreciate in value and would be of 
no use to those who would come after them, and 
who would be charged with the cost. That, in 
hi' opinion, would not be fair. No loan money 
should he spent for any purpose whatever 
except works that were interest-earning. He 
protested on behalf of his grandchildren, and it 
might be his great granrlchildren, against this in­
debtedness being placed on their shoulders. It 
w.xs much better for the people themselves to bear 
the burden than to call on their children to do so. 
It would be a great check, too, on such things as 
war, because thr,y would be very careful and 
consider a long time if they had to put their 
hands into their own pockets, which were 
generally empty. It was a very easy thing for a 
young colony hke Queensland, which was com­
paratively prosperous, to go into the m'ukets of 
the world and borrow money. It was very much 
easier to borrow than to repay. 

Mr. KIDS TON : There was a good deal of 
truth in the statement of t,he Chief Secretary 
that it was not, perhaps, desirable to say every­
thing he knew about the position of the defences 
of the colony; but it was surely very d,,sir ,ble, 
at a time like this, that members should have the 
very best gronnds for believing that the supply of 
arms and ammunition was adequate for any 
possible contingency which might arise; and 
the hon, gentleman should give them some 
assuranr·e en that head. No perwn knew what 
might happen in the next thre~ months. The 
position was such that the slightr-gt false move 
might place the colonies in the situation that 
they would ha' e to provi•le for their own de­
fence. That being sn, it was of the utmost 
importance, if Queensland was in such a, state of 
preparedness, that its enemies should know it. 
It was just as desirable that they should know 
it as that members and the country should know 
it. 

M'r. DuxsFORD: Have we enemies? 
Mr. KIDS TON: Yes, they had. If the colony 

was not prepared, it might be unwise to advertise 
the fact ; hut it would also be unwise to ignore 
the fact. It was necessary, if it was not pre­
pared, that the Government should take steps, 
whatever the cost, to make adequate provision. 

The CHIEF SECBETAI\Y : 'What do you call 
adequate provision? I "ant a definiLi<>n of 
adequate pro1·ir,ion. 

Mr. KIDSTON : Adequate provision must 
necessarily be left to the discretion of the 
Executive. The Executive might make a mis­
take ; but it was in the hest position to judge 
whether the provision which had boen made 
was adequate or not. At the same time, while 
this duty and this responsibility rested on the 
Executive, it is also the dnty of member;c. 
to point out whether they thought the provi­
sion made was anequate or not. \Vith refer· 
ence to the interjection of the hon. the junior 
member for Charters Towers as to \' hether 
they had any em·mies, he was not a warlike 
person and he did nut want to fight with 
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any neighbouring people. Still, he thought it 
was the duty of hon. members, whatever their 
opinions on the question of war might be, to 
fulfil their duty; and their fit st dutv, in his 
opinion, was to make adequate provision for the 
defence of the colony. It was the first duty of a 
self.governing people to provide for their own 
defence, and, as he had said before, he was a little 
doubtful whether adequate provrsion had been 
made. He was doubtful whether they were pre­
pared to take their own part in the event of war 
being forced on them, and he should like some 
assurance on that point from the hon. gentle­
man, who was in a better position to judge 
than he was. "\Vith regard to naval defence, 
the Chief Secretary confessed it wao inadequ<tte. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I did not say it was 
inadequate. 

Mr. KIDSTON: If it was inadequate, it was 
inadequate, whether the hon. gentleman said it 
or not. Every hon. member knew that the 
colonies had been depending on the mother 
country for their naval defence. 

The PREMIER : "\V e assist to pay for it. 
Mr. KIDS TON: He knew they wei·e assisting 

to pay for it-that they were assisting to nmin­
t .• in the Australian Squadron; but whether that 
squadron wai! adequate to protect shipping on 
the Australian coast was a very open question 
indeed. 

Mr. DUNSFORJJ : Don't you think that the 
present generation should pay for its own 
defence? 

Mr. KIDS TON thought it should, but it was 
also to the interests of the coming generations 

that they also should pay wmething 
[7'30 p.m.] towards the defence of Queensland 

at the present time. He quite 
agreed with the hon. member for Gympie that 
ammunition should not be charg d to the loan 
fund account, although fortifications, barracks, 
and works of a permanent nature might fairly 
be charge•l to loan. Some reference had been 
made to the practice of the Imperial Govern­
ment. Of course, when a nation was suddenly 
called upon to undertake a war, it was neces­
sary to raise a loan, but ordinary provi,ions, such 
as most of that vote was for, should certainly be 
paid for out of revenue. Returning to the ques­
tion of naval defence, the Chief Secretary 
confessed that the difficulty of providing naval 
defence had stood in the way of its being made 
adequate before now. That was one of thP. c•m­
ditions which should have moved the Govern­
ment to give far more attention to the subject, 
because, although they might raise a land force 
hastily, it was impossible to do so in respect of 
navn,l defence, as both ships and men had to be 
brought 16,000 miles oversea. Another line of 
defence which was altogether inadequate, but 
which it wae quite possible to provide for without 
the enormous expense incident to naval defence 
was submarine mining, by which ships could 
be prevented from coming within <trildng 
distance of their ports. The small amount 
asked for that branch of the service-£1,200 
-was evidence of the inadequacy of that 
line of detence. The Government had not 
used the material at its command in the way 
it should have done, in regard to another line of 
defence. From what was seen in Suuth Africa 
it would be recognised how valuable mounted 
troops were in a thinly-settle<l country. The 
situation had very much altered during the last 
three months, and it might alter very much for 
the worse in the next three months, and it was 
therefore advieable to utilise the material at 
their command for mounted infantry. He did 
not suppose there was a country in the world 
which had better materials for such troops. All 
that was wanted was the necessary preliminary 
training, and that they had not got. He did 

not think there were any mounted infantry 
corps in the districts where the best class of men 
for that purpose Wfre to be found. BHfore 
sitting down, he would ask the Chief Secretary 
"het her it "<.Ls true that some private persons 
had be·"n permitted to deplete the Government 
stores of gunpowder? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY said that, so far 
as the Land Defence Force was concerned, 
nothing ,,f the sort had ever occurred; but 
within the last month an application had been 
made by one of the large stPamship companies to 
the Naval Defence J!'orce to obtain a small 
quantity-he thought, of gun cotton-tempor­
arily, to blow up the wreck of the "Glanworth," 
now lying outside Gatcombe Head, and it was 
given on the distinct understanding that it 
should be replaced as soon as possible. That 
was perhaps the foundation of the rumour. No 
gunpowder had been taken either from the 
land force or fron1 the nav-al f\Jrce SUiJplies. 
While he recognised that the hon. member 
was thoroughly sincere, and was asking very 
pertinent questions, at the same time it would 
be a very large order to place the Defence 
Force in such " condition as to guard a~ainst 
all possible contingencies. He might say that 
up to the time of their sending troops to the 
Transvaal the condition of both t.ranches of the 
Defence:l!'orce had been very materially improved. 
The Commandant himself had expressed to him 
very great satisfaction at the liberal provision 
which Parliament had made of late years, and 
whi·"'h had given him the O!Jportunity .,f putting 
the Defence Force on a very satisfactory footing 
indeed. Of course the hon. member knew that 
the sending away of 400 men must for a certain 
time somewhat interf,:re with the condition of 
the force, and he could not affirm that it was in 
such a condition now that it was prepared for n,ll 
contingencits, without first knowing what were 
the contingencies or casualties to which we were 
exposed. He wa,, not prepared for one moment 
to say that the Defence Force could reHist Lhe 
combined aggression of, say, }!-,ranee or H.ussia, 
should their fleets visit our ports. He could, 
however, assure the hon. gentleman that the Com­
mandantandActingCommandant were of opinion 
that the improved condition of the force was 
most satisfactory, and that the munitions of war 
"ere under ordinary circumstances quite suffi­
cient. They were b· ing gradually increased, and 
would be increased, and when they had 
replenished the number of combatants who had 
been suddenly withdrawn from service in the 
Transvaal, he thought the hon. member could 
rest assured that the defence of the colony, in pro­
portion to its population and its financial ability, 
would be in as oatisfactory a condition as that 
of any of the other colonies. It was very 
refreshing indeed to him that there was such an 
improved feeling in Parliament in connection 
with the Defence Force. He remembered well 
that in e1l'lier years if a vote was presented to 
to the House £10,000 or £15,000 in excess of the 
amount granted for the previous yettr, it was 
denounced and was usually cut down without any 
regard to the efficiency of the force. To main­
tain a military or naval e&tablishment cost 
money, and they must not go in for cheeseparing 
if they wanted efficiency. 

Mr. KIDS TON: The hon. gentleman had said 
a great deal about all possible conditions and all 
possible circumstance~, but he (;y{r, Kidston) did 
not use that phrase at all. They were in a very 
bad positron indeed if the taking away of 400 
men seriously impaired their capacity for defence. 
He knew quite well what was the geneml condi­
tion of the Defmce Force, and he knew that 400 
men had been withdrawn, or would be with­
drawn in a few days; but what he asked was, 
not whether they had provided against all 
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possible contingencies, but whether, in view of 
the gravity of the situation from an Imperial 
point of view, the Government had such stores 
and mnnitiong of war as would enable what he 
might call our peace establishment to be suddenly 
swelled out to proportions adequate to deal 
with any athck that was likely to be made on 
Queensland. So long as Britain retained the 
supremacy of the seas he did not think any 
European power was likely to land a force on 
the shores of Australia, but what was likely to 
happen, if an attack was made on the colonies, 
was th>tt fast cruisers would be sent dnwn the 
coagt of Au<tralia to horass our shipping, and in 
the event of opportunity otfering to make a dash 
at some of onr more important ports; and the 
Govern1nent ou~ht to be in a position, in view 
of the actual situation of things at present, 
to tell the Committee that they had sufficient 
munitions of war to put the ports of the colony 
in a proper state of defence, or to give them 
an assurance tha': if there was an} insufficiency 
in the supplies they would at once take Rteps 
to remedy that insufficiencv. Po~sibly the Go­
vernment had framed their E~tim1tes on a 
Rtrictly peace footing, not expecting the sudden 
emergency which had arisen, and they were 
not to be particularly blamed for that, as at 
the time the Estimates were being framed, 
there was no anticipation that the situation 
would become what it was to-day. At the 
same time it must not be forgotten than they 
were 16,000 miles a,way from their base of supply 
so far as the rnunitlons of w~r were concerned, 
and they were entitled to have an assurance from 
thA Government that if there was any lack in 
their supplies steps would at once be taken to 
provide what was lacking. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Govern­
ment were fully alive to the exig<-ncies of the 
situation, and the po,ition of the DefencE' Force 
now was such that the military authorities were 
qui'e satisfied that the colony was fairly safe· 
guarded against all contingencies that could 
rea·;onably be expected to s.ri,e, and such as it 
was considerf'd mh;ht arise by the highest 
authorities in Great Brit.ain in connection with 
colonial defence-the Colonial Defence Commit­
tee. They had been consulted, and they recog­
nised that our equipment was fail'ly equal to any 
contingency that might be expected to arise. 

HoNOCRABLE JlilE~IBEHS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. FISHER v.anted to say a word with 

reference to the hon. gentleman's statement 
about his wanting to get information which 
should be kept secret. He had inquired whether 
the hon. gentlenun was satisfied with the 
amount of ammunition we had in stor<:>, and the 
hon. gentleman professed that he could not 
reply, l ecause of the secrecy which should 
surround a m ,,tter of that sor~. Did the Iron. 
gentleman remember that the Rosebery Govern­
ment had been run out of office on a motion 
declaring that the amount of cordite in stock in 
England was insuffici•nt? Did the hon. mem­
ber imagine that Great Britain c,,u]d safely 
tell the world how much ammunition the 
nation had got, and that Queensland must 
conceal such information, in order to pre­
vent sorne European Po'A,er from sweeping d()wn 
ll]'OU eh em in their unpreparedness? The thing 
w.rs ridiculouR. That desire for secrecy in such 
matters h .d brought a previous Government of 
Quec•nsland into ridicule in the celebrated pro­
secution of a Russian scientist, who had been 
indiscreet enough to look at the fortifica•iom at 
'I'ownsvillA. Did the hon. gentlfman want to 
make the Government of QuBemland ridiculous 
again? It was much betrer that the hon. gentle­
man should state that, so far as the Government 
were concerned, if their stores and supplies were 
not sufficient at the present time, very good care 

would be taken at no distant date that there 
should be ample supplies of arms and ammuni­
tion provided. 

Question put and passed. 

Il\EI!IGHATIOX. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY moved that 
.£50,000 be granted from loan for immigration. 
The vote showed an increase on the vote for last 
year, which had not covered the whole of the 
twelve months. The system of moderate immi­
gration then instituted had been attended with 
satisfactory results, and it was intended by the 
Government to continue it on the moderate scale 
provided for in that Es'imate. 

Mr. DA WSON (Charters 1'm,,e,·s)objected abso­
lutely to the increase in that vole. He wa"surprioed 
that the h<m. gentlrmnn had not taken the Com­
mittee sufficiently into his confidence to tell them 
the reasons which had induced him to increase 
the vote from .£22,fl00 to .£50,000. For some 
time past in that Chamber, and in the country, 
the opinion had been that the large sums ex­
pended on immi;;ration had been absolutely 
wasted. The mon6v was expended upon immigra­
tion lecturers, who. found a so!t place somev. here 
in the United Kingdom, and the taxpayers of 
Queensland receiveu no substantial benefit from 
the expenditure in the ,bape of desirable immi­
grants. He was not only against the increase in 
the vote, but ar,-ainst tbe whole vote. 

MEMBEHS of the Opp> Rition: Hear, hear! 
Mr. DA \VSON: lt ''as an absdute waste of 

money, and the whole system had been an 
ab>'olute failure. He would like those in charge 
of the departme:1t to show within the last ten 
years any fair result from tLe expenditure of 
that money. Only a year or two ago, as '"for­
l,>rn hot,e, they had made a de,perate dl'ort, and 
had SEnt immigration lecturers to England, 
Ireland, Scotland, Am..rica, and Germany, and 
in every c.'se the result had been ~xactly the 
snme-ab>olnte failure. The Government were 
taught nothing by experience, and now· they 
prnpnsed to increase that vote from .£22,500 to 
£GO,OOO. It was one of the stupidest things 
th< y could possibly do. If they devised auothH 
system of getting immigrant,, and offered 
facilities to people in the other colonies to 0ome 
and settle in their midst, giving them opportuni­
ties for taking np and settling on their !auris, ht> 
would have no objec;ion to voting .£50,000 for 
such a purpose. But he objected to that expendi­
ture upon the present system of immigration 
which had betn a distinct and disa··trous failure. 
The h~>n. gentleman might condescend to giYe 
the Corn>~·itt~,e some rea:::{1n for the in<!rease. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They knew 
that there w s a distinct opini•m held by hon. 
members on the other side tha the colony was 
full enough of people, and that no more should 
be brought here. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : No, nothing of 
the sort. 

The CHIEF SECHEL'I.RY: Time after time 
they had had it from the Lahour rarty that 
they did not want to see another man, woman, 
or child brought into the placo, and would like 
to close the door against increased population in 
this country. The opinion of the Govemment 
side, on the contrary, had always been that 
they wanted people in this colony to ensm·e 
the r,r,sperity of the community, and thnt 
the money which had been spent on immi­
gntion had been spent in tl:e most benefi­
cial direction for the future welfare and develop· 
ment of the colony that could be conceived. 
He was not surprised at the philippic of the hon. 

gentleman, hut his opinions were, he 
[8 p.m.] was happy to say, entirely distinct 

from those of the Government. He 
was happy to say that many people thought 
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that this colony was langui"hing f•1r population, 
and that a continuous strea,m of irrnnigrat:ion 
such as he b:td referred to would be of gre,tt 
assist:>nce in the development of the resources of 
the colony. The people who were brought out 
\Vere confined exclndively to domestjc servants 
and farm labourers. Me0hanics were strictly 
excluded, but in the case of the other two cla,ses 
the experience had been that as soon as th<lY 
arrived they were readdy absorbed. He was not 
an advocate for dumping down in n.ny one p(~r­
tion of the colony an unlimited number of 
immigrant8, hut was of opinion that the demand 
should always exceed the supply. Such bad 
happily been the case in connection with the 
few shipments that had arrived here. The 
largest number bt"Uught in any onA ship was 
300, and the shitJS only arrived tri-rrwnthly. 
l<'rom 1st July to 31st December, 18!13, ten ships 
arrivPd, and this ye><r, from th~ 17th October, 
they had brought out 1,09!1 persons. That was 
nothing to be alarmed about, and it must be 
rememb"red that many uf those persons paid 
their own paBsagee, or came at the reduced rate 
of £13. He challenged the hon. gentleman to 
point out a single instance) where any abuse had 
taken placA through the revived system of 
immigratiOn during the past two years. On the 
contrary, the immigrants had arrived at a market 
ready to emplny them, there had been no inter­
ference with the wage-earning population of the 
colnny, and the < 'emands nf those who required 
labour of a particular description had been met . 

. Mr. HARDACRE: Do you know there has been 
a natural increa"e of 14,000 persons this year? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Very good, and 
the Government had brought 1,099 more, and 
still there was room. 

Mr. GrvENS: And sti:l there is starvation 
here. 

The CHIKF SECRETARY did not know 
that there was starvation for any man who chose 
to work. 

Mr. DA "\VSON: The hon. gentleman appeared 
to be one of those men who could remPmber 
things that never occurred, and with eye,ight so 
excellent that he could see things that were not 
tlwre. He said be knew m em hers sitting on that 
side were entirely opposed to immigration, and 
that they considered there were enough people in 
the colony. Let him tell the hon. gentl,~man 
that he was entirely mistaken, and if he had not 
got sense enough to know what their objections 
were, let him g'>t some of his colleagues who had 
sense e!1l,ugh to explain to him. The objection 
was not against immigtation, but against the 
system of immigration. 

The CHIE~' SECRETARY : "\Vhat class would 
suit you? 

Mr. DA "\VSON: The class of immigrants 
who, upon being landed here, would not imme­
diately become a burden on the taxpayer and 
be registered at the labour bureau. The class 
uf immigrants they desired to see imported 
were thuse who would settle on the land, and 
not compete in the open labour market against 
men already engaged in manuallahour, in order 
that wnges might be lowered. He contended 
that before thHy went in fc>r an indhcriminate 
importation of immigrants they should take 
good c><re that all their able-bodied tn8n were 
able to get work in the culony. Thd'e was 
abundance of room for hundreds of thousands of 
people in Queensland, but he wanted ['eO]•le who 
would go on the land and not people who "ould 
go into the bbour market and add to the number 
of applicants for reli<'f at the lmreau. 

::\Ir. CA}!PBELL: How are you going to get 
th,,t class? 

Mr. DA WSON: The same way as they had 
been got in Canada and the United States of 
Amenca, The Hystern ~dopted by Queensland 

was to send highly-paid lecturers to. England, 
and as long aR they were able to report that they 
had oent out half-a-dozen persons during the 
yPar they were satisfied that they had honestly 
earnPd their money. 

Mr. LESI:-<A: They send girls out of reforma­
tories to the colony. 

Mr. DA "\VS0:'-1: He saw in the papt<rs that 
there was in :B~ngland a society largely availed of 
by the lecturers. It was a kind of rescue 
brigade that looked after persons who had be-en 
convicted and sentenced in the old country. 
Many of those per''0ns when they came out of 
gaol were snapped up by the lecturers and sent 
to Queen,land as farm labourers when thPy 
knew as much about a farm as a cockroach knew 
about his grandfather. The evil was bad enough 
at present, but by increasing the vote from 
£22,000 to .£50,000 the hem. gentleman was 
aggravating the evil. If the Minister for Lands 
and the Minister for Agriculture wanted 
desirable immigrants they had a very good field 
indeed in New South "\Vales, Victoria, and South 
Australia. By offering the people there greater 
facilities to come here and settle on the land they 
would get any amount of men who would not be 
a burden on the State-men who would not only 
clev,-lop the natural resources of the country, but 
would soon be in a position to employ our surplus 
labour. That was the class of immigrant he was 
willing to spend any amount of money upon. 
There was a delegation sent from South Aus­
tralia to find out what facilities would be afforded 
to people in that colony to settle here. They 
were perf•:ctly satisfied about the richness of our 
lands, but they were so roughly and rudely 
treated by the Lands Department that they 
decided not to settle in Queimsland for the pre­
sent. The same thing happened to a d~legation 
of farmers from Victoria. If they wanted people 
to come here and sett le on the land it must be 
brought ahnut by better administration, and not 
by the employment of more lecturers to send out 
people, wbo to a large extent, representAd the 
rescued brig.,,cte. 

Mr. G IVENtl (Cairns): With regard to the 
Chief Secretary's statement th<lt members of the 
Opposition had an objection to any individual 
coming to the colony, that was an absolutely 
false iJea, and he did not know where the hon. 
member got it. He, in common with otber 
men' bers on both sides, cunsidered that there was 
ample room in Queenslann, under proper condi­
tions, for millions of a popnh1tion ; but he had a 
mo;t decided objection to the money of the 
taxpayers-the great bulk of whom were wage­
earners-being u"ed to bring out a further supply 
of indigent labourers to enter the labour market 
and compete against them and reduce wagc·s for 
the benefit of the employing clas,s. The Agent­
General, in his report, said that the condition 
of things "as now so good in the old country 
that it was almost an aboolnte impossibilit,y 
to get suitable personH to c nne out here. His 
(Mr. Givens') opinion, which was shared by a 
good many hon. members on his side and by a 
g"od many peor;le throughout the cnuntry, was 
that the proper way to increase the population 
wr,s to make things ao good and prosperous that 
peotJle would be attracted to come of their own 
accord without our having to pay for bringing 
them here. And if the condition of things was 
m:,de good and prosperous, so that every body 
would be assured of being able to make a com­
fortalJle living by hone"t toil, that would induce 
young men to get married and rear famili•cs, 
whicl-: was the best way of increa, ing our popula­
tion. At present there were dozens of young men 
afraid to marry hy reason of low wages and 
precarious employment, and until the condition 
of things was improved the colony would pro­
bably h~ve to depend for years on persons 
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coming from beyond the sea for increasing the 
population. The Chief Secretary had a! ways 
posed as a greo,t advocate of immigration-but 
why? SimJ,]y because he was the great advocate 
of the employing cla,s, whose desire was to pull 
down wages so that their profits might be in­
cre:.sed ; and they were so cunning that they 
wanted to do this at the expense of the workmen 
themselves. 

Mr. GurPBELL: Not true! 
Mr. G IVENS : As the hon. gentleman was 

one of the em playing class, he took any statement 
made by him in that connection with a very 
large grain of salt ind<:ed. Would it be denied 
that the workers pnid a large proportion of 
the taxation? Th:>t taxation had to be used to 
pay the interest on the money expended on 
immigration ; the money expended on immigra­
tion was employed to bring out a brge number 
of immigrants who immediately competed against 
the workers already here, and so reduced the 
wages, and the employing class, of which the 
hon. member for Moreton -was a very important 
individual, benefited by the transaction, for 
which the workers had chiefly to pay. The 
simple re •son for this was that the workers of 
the colony had not sufficient representation in 
the House. The majority of hun. members re­
presented the employing classes. 

Mr. CA}!PBELL: That is political clap-trap. 
Mr. G IVENS : If it was, he would like the 

hon. member to get np and contradict what he 
said. He would be happy to show the hon. 
member where he was wrong. There were a 
large numb"r of men in the colony who could 
not get work, and it "as a huge mistake to 
spend all this money on immigration when 
men who were willing to wmk could not 
get it. He would also like tn rei er to the 
treatment meted out to workmen who could 
not get employment. The other day a work­
man whom he knew fonnd himself stranded in 
Brishane, and wanted a free pas' on the railway 
to Gladstone, because he thought he could g-et 
work there-on some <•f the goldfields in that 
locality. He 'ent that man to the labour bureau 
in Brisbane, and he also sent him to the Home 
Secretary's Department with a note that he was 
a respectable workman, and that he want<:d a 
free nass to Gladstone; but he was refused such 
a pi:•s, e\'Pn after his guarantee that he v. as 
respectable, and that he thought he could get 
work up North after reaching Gladstone. A 
great deal had been said aiJOut female domestic 
servants, but the fact" of the case were that the 
wages here paid tn that class were not as high as 
those paid to ferllal" domestic oervants in the old 
country. The conditions were not good enough 
to induce respectable fem"h' servants to come 
out to the colony. This sort of thing should not 
be allowed to exist. They had th<l Agent­
General's statement that the wages for female 
servants in Great Britain were quite a.s good as 
in Queenslaud, and there was great difficulty in 
getting snitable persons of this chss to come out 
to the colony. In his own electorate, there were 
Chinamen ,md Japa,nese doing washing, and 
some white men allowed their wives to send their 
underlinen eo thoce aliens to be we, 'bed. There 
were any amount of respectable white wo•r,en­
widnws and othPrs-in C,'tirns, Townsville and 
oth.,r pbces in tt1e eolony who had to depPnd on 
washing for a h velihood, and yet they had to 
compete with Japane"e and Chine"e laundry­
men. Therefore he m>tintained thet, it was a 
most fatuous policy to -pend £50,000 ou immi­
gration. 'l'hey had no guarantee that these 
immigrants would be of the desirab'e cla ,,_., and 
mnch of the money sp••nt in the p .. st on immigra­
tion had gone towar,is incre1 -ing the population 
o£ the Southern colopies. These other colonies 

did not see the necessity to keep up such a fatuous 
system, because they made their conditions more 
attractive. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Their climate is 
more attractive down south. 

l\ir. GIVENS: His own opinion was that 
the climate of Queensland was quite as good, 
while the climate of Herberton could not be 
surpassed in any of the i::louthern colonies. He 
had no objection to the publication of pamphlets 
showing the advantages of QuePnsland, but he 
had a g-reat objection to spending £50,000 in 
bringing out the scum of British cities to compete 
with the workrrs of the colony. He entered his 
protest against any such policy, and if no one 
else moved a reduction in the Yote, he wonld do 
so. 

Hox. T. MACDONALD·PATERSON (Bris­
bnne North) said he did not believe that the hon. 
member for Cairns was sincere in his statement 
that the colony was bringing out the scum of 
British cities. If that was true he would join 
hands with the hon. member in order to prevent 
the vote passing. This £50,000 did not come out 
of the public purse, but out of the loan account. 
V\That was the cost per capitn of the population for 
this immigration? Only three-farthings per h•\1d 
per annum, and he did not think that was such 
a very fearful tax. He thought the Government 
should send the hon. member for Cairns to the 
old country to tell the people there about the 
lovely climate here, the good soil, the Northern 
goldfields, and the other advantages Queensland 
possessed. The hon. member would greatly 
benefit by travelling about the United Kingdom 
telling the people abont the different departments 
of life in this country. The hon. member for 

Cairns could take up the Barron 
[8·30 p.m.] Falls and describe their beauty; 

the hon. member for Croydon could 
describe the Croydon Gold Field ; and the hon. 
the senior member for Charters Towers could 
dilate on his splendid career from youthhood up 
to manhood and the position he now occupied by 
reason of the fact that his mother and father 
were wholesome emigrants from the mother 
country. 

An HosOURABLE MEMBER : 'Vholesome emi· 
grants? 

HoN. T.MACDONALD-PATERRON: Yes; 
sturdy, loyal citizen" of this country carrying 
Briti"h blood in them. 

Mr. DAWSOX: "The worthy son of worthy 
par,.nts," 

HoN. T. l\IACDONALD-PATERSON: The 
Hvuse had been told by hon. members opposite 
that if they brought in these immigrants they 
would compete with the men and women who 
were already in the country, and reduce wageB. 
If the hon. gentleman desired an •xample, he 
would give one. Since he left the Chamber at 
6 o'clock he had met one of these immigrants, 
and he said he was glad he had come to the 
country-thilt all his sons and daughters were 
employed, and that his daughter· was getting 
12s. 6d. a week instead of, as she got in the old 
country, only 4s. 6d. Hon. members had told 
them that the Agent-General said Queensland 
was going to work the wrong way to get the 
right sort of immigrants; but did he {the Hon. 
T_ MacdPnald-Paterson) not tell them that also 
through the Pre-cs when he came back from the 
old country? The moment they at•pointed an 
oflicial to go from city to city, and district to 
di-trict in the provinces the people would not 
listen to him. Then, when he was in Ireland, a 
1~·Jan said to him, "\Vhy, sir, when it is a free 
passage it cannot be much of a cnnntry," and be 
was right. At the same time, there were lots of 
peop:' in the old country who would like to come 
out here, not to make money, but merely for ~ 
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change of surroundings-because they thought 
theee was a better market here fO'l' bbour, because 
they believed there were better prospects for their 
s•ms and daughtArs in a new country than in an 
old. 'rhere was also the belid amongst the young 
women that in all new countries ther., were better 
pro,pe~ts of an excellent matrimonial alli:1nce than 
in old countries. vVhy, he remembered one of the 
largest merchants in Brisbane, wh~ we_nt t<~ an 
immigrant ship and picked out his Wife, lived 
happily, and hrought up a family of sons 3:nd 
dcmghters-all of whom were now occupymg 
high positions. Hon. members on the Labour 
ber.ches had an idea that if immigrants were 
brought to tba colony they would reduce wag··s, 
and he should like to ask thHm if they were 
honestly convinced that Queensland should 
absolutely cease to ask people to come here. If 
so let it be well-known, let it be recorded, that 
thls was not a country for increase of population. 
He was very glad to hear one hon. member say 
they were not opposed to immigrants as long as ~bey 
came with a reasonable amount of sk1ll and a httle 
capital to pay their way. That was the kind of 
immigration be had advocated; but it was not the 
kind tllat would be got if they had lecturers 
going from town to town with a bale of hay a 
bunch of banana", and other things. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: And a cob of corn. 
HoN. T. MACDONALD . PATERSO~: 

People in the old coumry knew a cob of corn 
and a bale of hay as well as they did. vVhat 
they wanted to do was to send members in an 
honorary c 'pacity-say seven or nine, represent­
ing both sides of the Hm"e-every recess ; and 
he should prefer that the majnrity sh,mld be 
selected from the Oppooition benches. He re· 
gretted that the \Vhite St~otr line of steamers, 
which was now running to AustraLiGt, was not 
coming to Brisbane. That was due to the fact that 
there was not a sufficient d,_pth of water in the 
river for them; but he hoped that in five or ten 
years if they did their duty, to have the ships 
comi~g to Brisbane. The \Vhite Star Company 
was offering passages from the United Kingdom 
to Australia for £14 14s. That bronght him to 
what had been said by the hon. member for 
Cairns-that the State should not give any con­
tribution. If they wished to appn1r in the old 
world as a country with some attractions, they 
rnust give sorne as.-;istance. Even in New 
Zealand they offered a passage equivalent in its 
gross payment to what would take an immigrant 
to the United States. Hon. members would see 
that he had advocated that the passage money 
should be paid; but it was c"lied "bounty" 
immigration-most objectionallle title, that re:flly 
ruined it. Let the P<tssage from the 1hited 
Kinodom be the po1•ular £10-note. \Vhat was 
wanted was the establishment of a system by 
which pe 'ple could be br•mght to the colony 
fur a £10-note, and not know that the differ­
ence between that and the actual co ,t was paid 
by the State. In order to popularise immi­
gration to Queensland, it was also necessary 
to cease bringing immigrants by the Torres 
Straits route. The passage through the Suez 
Canal and the Eed Sea was such a trying ordeal 
that when people arrived m Queensland they 
were so disgusted that they at once endeavoured 
to raise money to clear out of the place. They 
should revert to the old-fashioned route round 
the Cape of Good Hope. It could be advertised 
in tbe United KingdotL that on a certain day a 
steamer would he le:wing for Queensland, and 
people coming round the Cape would be prepated 
for the climate, and would in turn induce their 
friend• to come out after tht"!Yl. Revert.ing to 
the question of labour, there was not an idle man 
to be found in Townsville, Charters Towers, or 
the Western country. There was not an idle 
man in th<l town. Brisbane was prosperous. 

lYir. HARDACRE: Can you give one employ­
rnent now? 

HoN. T.l\fACDONALD-PA·rERSON: Yes. 
Mr. HARDACRE: Then I will send you one 

to-morrow. 
HoN. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON: He 

could not give a man 1s. an hour for digging 
out roots in a paddock to save him frt'In starva­
tion. 

Mr. DAWSON: Can you give him 2>. 6d. 
an hour to dig out ideas? 

HoN. T. MACDON.l~.LD-PATERSON: 
There was lots of employment in the country 
at old cnuntry wageo, which he was happy to 
&ay were very higt1, and .in this climate men 
did not need so much clothing or so much food. 
Let both sides declare whether th<oy were in 
favour of a policy of immigration, or in favour 
of a policy of stctnding still. He was in favour 
of immiuration by the proper route. He was not 
in favo~r of free immigrants, excef.Jt in the case 
of those who were nominated by their friends in 
the colony. They should allow them to be 
nominated at half the regular rates-say a 
£3-note. If the immigrants were of the right 
stamp they would soon be converted into 
employers of labour. He was a large employer 
of labour within two years of the day he landed 
in Queensland, and there were hundreds of 
others who were employers of lalJOur who came 
to the colony a'< immigrants. He did not think 
they arrived here with a £10-note in their 
pockets. The country now offered attractions 
which it did not offer when he came to the 
colony. There was not a mile of telegraph when 
he C<ttne to Queensland ; there was not a mile of 
rail way ; there wa" not a Labour party in the 
country · there were not 10,000 acres of land open 
for selec'tion, and he was one of the old Liberal 
party ~hat op ned up land for immigrants. 
What was the spectacle to-day? They had rail­
ways, telegraphs, scarPs of newspapers, water 
su1Jplies and nurnerous other advantages. 
Instead' of decrying immigration, those hon. 
members who represented labour should join 
hon. members on the Governme11t side in going 
to the old countfy in annual batches at the 
expense of the country, to tell labour there to 
come and join them in enjoying the blessings of 
this free, fruitful, and happy country. 

Mr. FISHER: They were indebted to the 
hon. member now and again for very interesting 
speeches and their only regret wa,, th:ot hA did 
not favo'ur hon. members with them oftcner. 
He was much struck with the arithmetic with 
which the hon. member st"rted his address. In 
correcting the bon. member for C,tims, the hon. 
member said that the amount of money that had 
been expended on that vote was £500,000, and 
he asked why they should cavil at an exp nditure 
which was only equivalent to ~d. a month per 
head of population. Now the vote was for 
£150,000, which, on a population of something 
like 500,000, amounted to 2•. a head per annum. 
That was considerably over ?,d. a month, a" the 
hon. gentleman would easily see. He trusted 
that the calculations of the hon. member with 
reference to the con,ingent of members from 
either side of the Committee going to the old 
conntrv were more accurate. However, that was 
a very "oruall matter. He expected that the hon. 
member would go into arithmetic reg-arding the 
profit and loss ot the matter, and that he would 
prove, not only that it was a good thing to bring 
immigrants to the colony, but also that they 
could make money by adopting such a policy. 
For instance, the debt of the colony amounted 
to £70 per head, and they paid £12 a head to 
bring immigrants to Queensland. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY ; £13. 



1568 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

Mr. FISHER: Well, he would allow a 
margin, and say £15. If thev br.mght out 
100,000 immigrants at £15 per head, that would 
add £1,500,000 to the debt of the colony, and 
then If they took the total d~bt and mad<~' the 
populati,,n the di vis• >r, they would find that instead 
of the average debt per head being£70 it wonl<i be 
about £55, showing a distinct profit of £15 per 
he:1d. Adopting that method of c·•lculation all 
~he.y. ha<J to do was to brit>g out plenty' of 
um~ng-rants, and they would wipe out the 
n"twnal debt. If they had 1,000,000 here the 
debt per head would be reduced to £33 and if 
they had 10,000,000 it would be a mere f;action. 
!;I ut .he was afraid that th:.t kind of argument was 
ulnsive. As a matter of fact the loan immigra­
tion expenditure for the colony amounted to £6 Gs. 
for evtery man, woman, and child in Queensland. 
Did anyone im-.gine for a moment th»t they 
had got an equh-alent for that expenditure"! He 
did not think th8y had. He now came to the 
political aspect of the quPstion as far as he him­
self was concerned. He had given a distinct 
pledge to his constituents, in answer to ques­
twns, that he would not eupport an immiaration 
policy during this Parliament, and the .;'lectors 
who bad voted for himself and his colleague, 
::Ylr. Ryland, had done ~so on that dist.inct 
promise. He wes not now going behind the 
pledge or promise he had given to his consti­
!-uents, nor did he think it was wike tn proceed 
m the way the Government were doinoo at the 
pn.sent time. At the present there "was as 
had been pointed out by the hon. membe; in 
the debate on the Address in Replv a diffi­
culty in o.btaining suitable immigrant~ 'from the 
old conntrv, but he had no donbt that in 
time there would be attmcte.d to the c•>lony a 
large number of people who desired to seek 
pastures new, and that would, he believed be of 
advantnge to the people who came here, ~nd to 
the ad v~mtag<· of the colony. But he objected to 
the brge expenditure now proposed, and intended 
to move that the vote he reduced by £2,000. He 
'vould not, hnwever, do so at present. as the 
hun. member for North Brisbane u,i<Sht wi,,h to 
re~ . 

HoN. T. MACDONALD-P ATERSO~ hoped 
that hon. members would excus" him from s"yina 
anything furtlwr at present, as he had bee~ 
suffering from a cold for some time. 
. Mr. BROWNE denierl that the party on that 

srde of the House wanted, as the Chief Secre­
tary had alleged, to Pxclude pe)p]e from 
the colony. They C'1rtainly wanted to exclude 
one class ot people, and that wae C·>loured aliens· 
but he had always s ,id, both inside and outsid~ 
the Hou~e, that there was room for millions of 
white people in this colony, and he believed 
that, as the Treasurer had said in his Financial 
Scateme11t, the best way t" induc people to 
come here wax to let them see tlnt the people in 
tbe colony were hetter off than the pe-ople in the 
old country. The hon. member for North 
Brisbane, Mr. Macdonald-Paterson, had said 
that ~~age-; at hmue were not. so good as they 
were m (~ueensland. The Agent-General in his 
report distinctly stated that the wag8s of the 
class of people we wanted in the colony were 
higher than they were in the old country. 

Hon. T. MACDOKALD-PATERSON: I referred to 
servan:~. girls, and stated that there was no hope 
of getting wage-earners. 

Mr. BRO\VXE : Sir Horace Tozer s tid-
I could ea,ily fill many ships with unskilled labourers, 

who would, I an1 sure, ottly tend to pr, sent!y sw .. ·U the 
nnrnbers of your unt·mployed. It is indeed a ditlicalt 
problem to attract to Queen~·land farmer~, farm 
labourer~. and domestie senants. Xot onlv hnve the 
conditions changed in this kingdom materiAlly within 
tbB last ten years, al)d the very classe• yon require 

receive better wag-rs. here, but there is an admitted 
scarcity in the farming districts of .England for their 
requirements, and. it requires very great inducements to 
get people to go anywhere. 
The Agent·General also stated in his report that 
he had sent out a circular to 1,000 agents, and in 
that circular an offer was made of 10s. 6d. per 
head for every adnlt, and h~Jf that sum for 
every child under three years of age, sent to the 
colony by any sailing vessel or stemrer. Did 

the hon. member know that in that 
[9 p. m.] cir0ular sent broadcast to those 

agents, who got so much per head 
for immigrants, the same as if they were re­
cruiting down at the South Sea Islands, there 
was this statement-

All persons who are mentally and bodily sound are 
eligible, without regard to occupation, age, or sex. 
And it was explained that they were to be 
provirled with :1 Jhip's kit and all the rest of it. 
The Government in that were offering those 
agents a premium to pick up any unskilled 
labourer or mechanic. 

Mr. SMI~'H : The Agent· General has to approve 
of them. 

Mr. BRO\VNE: Did the hon. member imagine 
that immigrants recruited in that way from all 
parts of the country had to pass before the 
Agent. General? Since Parliament had been 
sitting that se,~ion there had been an advertise­
ment standing for two or three davs in the 
Co·urier and Telegraph from three clerks, one 
printer, two carpenters, one tinsmith, and a 
1utor, and they were all at the Immigration 
Barracks waiting to be engaged. 

:i\Ir. LORD: That is not the class we want. 
\Ve want farm labourers and domestic servants. 

Mr. BROWNE: No; but that was the class 
they were getting, and that was just what his 
side were protesting against. The class they 
were in want of were those who would start out 
a line for themselves when they came out here 
as many members of this House had done. H~ 
had seen a number of men he took to be Scandi­
naviane, at the depot a few weeks ago. There 
were some five-and-twenty of them there, and 
though they were supposed to be farm labourers, 
the hon. member for Rosewood, who went 
there in search of farm labourers, found that 
there were only five of them who had ever 
seen a farm. Though as a general rule he 
admitted that men from the north of Europe 
were as good men as they could get into the 
colony, he heard that the men he had referred 
to were going ont on strike the morning of the 
day he went to the depot, becanse they had 
been asked to clean out thdr quarters. Men 
who were too proud or tro lazy to do that 
when they were being fed at the Government 
expense until they got employment were hardly 
" de~irable class of immigrants. He wanted to 
m!1ke their J;osition perfectly clear. He believed 
wrth t.be Trea>>nrer that if they could make the 
conditions <;I life in tre colony such that people 
would admit that they would he better off here, 
they would get the right class of immigrants. 
If they could make settlement on the l:md eaq, 
and give attractiuns of that kind to a class of 
men who would settle on the land, Am ploy them­
selves there, and in a short time become em­
ployers of labour, not a single man on bis side 
would object to it. But they did object to pay­
ing so much a head f.,r people to come out here 
~"withnut rt'gard to occrpation, age, or sex." 

ThP CHmF 8ECRETARY : Th:1t is confined to 
full-paying pa,sengers. 

1\Ir. BJ:tOvVNE: That was so; but the 
Queensland taxpayers had to fird the 10s. 6d. 
per head, the ship's kit, and all the rest of it ; 
and when th"se penple came here they put up at 
the T ""migration Dep6t, the same as anyone else. 
If they got the right sort of immi~l'Mlts they 
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had unlimited resources here for them to develop ; 
but they objected to spending a farthing of the 
taxpayers' money to bring out a lot of people 
who could only compete in the overcrowded 
labour market against tho;e who were already 
here. 

Mr. SMITH wished to emphasise every word 
the hon. member for Croydon h<>d sctid as to the 
class of people they wanted to come out to 
Queensland. They did not want a pauper class 
who would only swell the ranks of the unem­
ployed, but a class who would settle on the land, 
and who had got something to enable them to 
live upon it and make it productive. It was 
almost a miracle that the handful of people they 
had had been able to make the colony what it 
was. 'fhey had only half-a-million all told, and 
what had they done? Th.Jy had mo.de Queens­
land the second or third colony of the group. 
What was a country wi~hont people? It 
was all very well to say they must make this 
place attractive, but there were other con­
siderations to be taken into account. They 
were in competition with places ne:trer to the 
(,ld c'mntry and the large centres of population 
in Europr, and those places advertised their 
country and offered every inducement to 
immigrants, who could go through for something 
like £2 10s. :1 h<'!ld. Ualess they asoisted the 
right class of people to come here, they could 
not meet that kind of competition, and they 
would never see the prosperity in their time 
that they all desired to see in this colony. 
In the past there harl been tremendous competi­
tion between various countries for immigrants, 
and the competition between the different ship­
ping companies had also been extreme. Would 
anyone say that this country did not offer better 
inducements for the thrifty 'hctn existed in the 
centres of population in the old land? A'though 
wages might be as high in the old country, yet 
there was greater scope for the abilities of young 
men and women out here. He knew something 
about the old country, and the backward posi­
tion it was in in mauy respects. He knew that 
in a gre'1t many instances where farms pre­
viously existed those farms were turned 
into grazing areas. But it h;~d been the 
experience of every immigrant coming here 
that with industry and patience he could 
better his position, and the conditions of 
life were made easier to him. He htd not any 
doubt that if the Government judiciously chose 
the right class of immigrants, the ultimate 
benefit to the colony would be very great indeed. 
He contended that the population which Queens­
land possessed at the present time was not suffi­
cient for the development of its resources, and 
that if they wished to progress at a reasonably 
rapid rate they must introduce immigrants of 
the right cla>'>, who would become producers 
within the colony. There was plenty of room 
for the people, and plenty of opportunity for 
them to improve their condition. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie) smd he was against 
the vote altogether, and agreed with the hon. 
member for Brisbane North when he said that it 
did not improve the position of the colony in the 
old country when it was known that the Govern­
ment had to pay for the introduction of immi­
grants. It was more a Rlight and stigma on the 
colony than anything else, and was not at all 
likely to induce the best class of persons to come 
here. People would go to New Zealand, 
Victoria, or New South "\Vales, but it was im[JOS­
sible almost to get them to go to Q11eensland. 
Hon. members opposite were always talking 
about getting the proper class of immigrants, and 
yet it was admitted that the proper class 
neYer reached these shores, and, in spite 
of that fact, they continued the same old cry 
for the proper class of immigrants, There 
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were certain people who resented the argument 
that immigrants should not be imported to 
compete with the labour already here. It was 
against the economic principles of hon. members 
on the other side to preserve anythinR, like an 
even balance in the labour market. 'I hey said 
that the law of supply and demand would 
re~ulate everything, and that if that law was 
interfered with the Government of the country 
would be turned upside down, and things would 
go to rack and ruin. It was an undoubted fact 
that the be't class of immigrants went off to the 
United States of America and Canada, and 
that was largely attributable to the fact that 
their system of promoting immigration was on 
an entirely different principle to ours. Some 
years ago, when he was a regular reader of 
Hansard, he 15ather8d that it was an unwritten 
law that the money received for the sale of land 
was applied to the purposes of immigration; but 
he found when he grew wiser that the land was 
sold first, and then pe,>ple were brought out 
here to settle upon it, finding when they came 
here the same conditions as existed in the 
country which they had left. In the old country 
the land was fenced off by big walls, and people 
had to wander about looking for employment. 
Here there were no walls ; but there were 
pegs at each corner of the land, which 
served the same purp<Jse, for it was not avail­
able when the people came to take it up. 
The suggestion of the hon. member for Brisbane 
North that a Labour member should be sent 
home as a lecturer seemed to be on the same 
principle as the consolation commission or 
another edition of the railways committee; at 
the same time he admitted that if a Labour 
member did go home in that capacity it would 
be a good exhibition of the intelligence of Queens­
land. The hon. member also pointed out that 
there were some good prizes to be got in this 
country. He admitted that; but it was some­
thing like the consultation sweep on the Mel­
bourne Cup-there were also a good many 
blanks. The Chid Secretary had charged the 
OppoHition side with not wishing to see a greater 
population in the country; but the hon. gentle­
man was entirely wrong there. He (Mr. Ryland) 
wanted to see the population of Queensland 
doubled or trebled within the next fi veyears. If we 
had ten or twenty times the present population 
under proper conditions it would be all the 
better for the colony. Better land laws were 
wanted and better opportunities to utilise the 
natural resources of the colony. There was 
any emmmt of mineral wealth locked up in 
freehold e"tates which could not be prospected 
owing to the want of a mining on private 
property law. Of course, people might obtain 
permission to prospect, hut it was not likely that 
prospecting would be done on those large free­
holds under present conditions. If there was 
a mining on private property law in Queensland, 
it would open up a lot of that country. 

The CHAIRMAN : I think the hon. member 
is now wandPring away from the question, and I 
must ask him to confine his remarks to the 
question before the Committee. 

Mr. RYLAND said he was trying to show 
that if the conditions here were such that people 
could make a good and honest living this vote 
for immigration would not be required. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member will see 
that the question of mining on private property 
is not relevant to the question before the Com­
mittee. 

Mr. RYLAND said he was only givmg that 
as an example in passing. Under the system of 
immigration that had been in force in QueenH­
land, numbers of people had been bronght out 
here at the expense of this colony, and 50 per 
cent, of them had gon() to the othl'l+ cplonieij, 
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Recently a ~nod many of them had gone to 
Western Austra.lia. If sufficient inducements 
were offered, there were any number of farmers 
in the southern colonies who would come 
here and settle on the land, and they wonld 
be a good deal better settlers than immigrants 
brought here at the expense of the State. 

With regard to dome,tic servants, 
[9'30 p.m.] if there was good employment here 

for them and plenty of work, 
numbers of domestic servants wonld come out, 
as well as other labourers. He thought a very 
much better class of mistresses was wanted. 
There was a great want of good mistresses in 
Queensland. A good master very ofcen niade a 
good servant, and a good mistress a good servant. 
Tf t.hAv <'nn\d onlv ~et some sort of a reformation 
i;;. 'sociP-ty in this -respect, it would be a great 
national benefit. He hoped the w bole vote 
would be wiped out, and he would sooner see the 
.£50,000 spent in other ways-in opening up the 
lands of the colony and in administering the 
second part of the Co-operative Land Settle­
ment Act. They could only expect failure under 
that Act under the present conditions. If they 
could only put the second part of that A cL into 
proper operation, it would be much better for 
the colony and for the co-operative settlements, 
because it would take the surplus labour away 
from the towns, which was giving many towns a 
bad name. He was entirely against the vote, 
and he was goin~ to vote against it. 

Mr. HIGGS (Fortitude Valley) said he thought 
the present system was a vE-ry unsound ooe, 
but he agreed that t.he matter was largely one 
of administration. If the present law were pro­
perly administered a large desirable pnpulation 
would be attracted to the colony. There was 
no doubt a large population was deoired in 
Qneensbnd, and the.y could not expect to get 
the benefits of civilisation witbou~ a large 
popubtion. But they had a number of gentle­
men controlling the destinies of the country who 
thought that the affairs vf the colony would be 
better conducted by enabling syndicates and 
cflmpanies to get h<~ld of large areas of land, 
while the small farmers were not able to 
obtain small areas near markets. The hon. 
member for Brisbane North puinted out that 
after he had been out here two years he 
was an employer of labour, but the condition 
of thiNgs had changed since that hou. member 
had arrived in Australia. They were worse 
in the old country and better here "hen he 
arrived, but the conditions of the wmking cla~ses 
had very much improved in the old country 
since then, and had very much deteriorated in 
the colonies. They did not bring these people 
out to settle on the land as agriculturists, but 
to compete with agricultural labourers who 
were getting as low as 10s. a week ; to compete 
with compositors who were getting from .£2 to 
.£3 a week; and to compete with carpenters, 
joiners, stonemasons, and other artizans, who 
were receiving a less rate of "ages than men of 
the same class were gettiug in the old country. 
It had been indicated that the proper class of 
men to bring out were those with a capital 
of .£100, .£200, or .£300, but those peoplCJ who 
had such capital were not likely to come to 
Australia when they could do as well in the old 
country. They were bringing out a number of 
vonng women a!-=1 dom~:-;tic servants, presumably; 
bnthe ohonght, with the ben. member forGympie, 
that there was room for considerable improve­
ment on the part of mistresses. Althougl1 some 
mistre~ses could not psy high wages they might 
give their servants more reas<mahle hours, in 
order to enable them to get borne, or to see 
their friends during certain hours. "What was 
supposed to be a body of domestic servants 
came out by the " Duke of Portland," but they 

were not engaged wholly as domestic servants; 
some of the factory proprietors eng"ged some of 
these girls. When they WE're taken into the 
factories tbey competed with a class of labour 
which vas paid ill enough already, an cl drove 
th,"m into other c·ccupations in which there was 
just the same competition. He thought the 
Government should strike that vote out at the 
ear hest possible moment and turn their attention 
to--

Mr. LEAHY : Strike it out now. 
Mr. HIGGS: They could not strike it out 

now, because there were too many gentlemen in 
the House who said they believed in the law of 
supply and demand, and yet were going to pass 
a vote which was an interference with that law. 
He believed it was not possible to reduce it in 
the House constituted as it w~s at present ; 
but he was in hopes, if the Millis!ry would pay 
attention to the wants of a large class that 
wanted to settle on the lands of the colony near 
to markets, they would soon attract a popula­
tion, and attract it without any of the dis­
tressing evih that were attendant on the intro­
duction of Srate-aiderl immigrants. He was 
inclined to think that, not only in comu·ction 
with male in1migrants, but also in connection 
with female immigrants, cer: ain individuals were 
brought out to Australia to get rid of them-that 
there were people in the old country only too 
willing-he had it on the authority of captains 
of imr.ligrant vessels-to give recommendations 
of character to certain persons who were not of 
the best class to come out to Australia becv.use 
they wanted to get rid of them from the various 
towns and parishes uf the old land. He believed 
that if the Ministry altered their tactice and 
recognioed the wants of the people, and not the 
wants of the banking corporations and syndicates, 
they would be able to establish here a class that 
would render this vote for assisted immigration 
quite unnecessary. 
* Mr. KERR (Barcoo) said he could not allow the 
statement made by the Premi.er that his party 
were opposed to immi!lration to go unchallenged. 
Two sessi<ms ago hB stated that it was impossible 
to get farm labourers ttnd domes~ic servants to 
come out from the old ctmntry at the rate of 
wages off~red here ; but the hon. member for 
Cook, who was alwa.ys ready to back up the 
GovernnH,nt, made the statement that wages 
were much lower in the old country than they 
were here. Now that statement of his (Mr. 
Kerr's) was confirmed by the report of the Agent­
Genera.!. It was also borne out by a letter be 
bad received only this week from a gentleman 
who was now in the old country, but who was 
for years a resident of Charters Towers. The 
let:.er stated that things in the old country 
h ,d never been so pr<'sperous for many years 
as they were now-that every branch of trade 
was brisk, that buildings were going up every­
where, that there was a scarcity of farm 
labourers, and that female domestic servants 
were almost impossible to obtain. If people 
could get good wages in the old country, why 
should they leave their relatives and friends 
and come out to a new country of the con­
ditions of life in which they knew nothing? 
In reply to the statement of the Premier 
that hi; party were opposed to immigration, 
he would point out that he had done as much 
as any single man to get people to come out 
to Queensland. The records in Rockbam)'ton 
and O' her portions of the colony where he 
had re>nded would show that be had nomi­
nated a number of people, many of whom, he 
was glad to say, were still in the colony and 
doing well. For a number of years, bow­
ever, he had felt that be could not recom· 
mend people to come. He bad stated the rates 
of wages a.nd the difficulty there was in getting 
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constant employment, and they considered that, 
with the wages and the constant employment 
they could get at home, they would not be better­
ing their conditions by etnigrating to Queens­
land. It would only be when the rates of wages 
were raised and the conditions under which ser­
vants were employed here were improve.d that 
the colony could hope to get the class of immi­
grants it wanted. He agreed with th" Agent­
General that the class of labour that could be 
got in the United Kingdom at present wa' not 
the class that was wanted here. \Vhat Queens. 
land needed was agriculturists who would settle 
in the far \V est ern portions of the colony. He 
believed there were people who would emigrate 
to Queensland if the conditions under which 
land could be taken up in the West were 
improved, and who would engage in sheep farm­
ing. Some of those who had come out on 
his advice had gone in for sheep hrming; but 
they had brought a little capital with them, and 
with that to aid them, and perseverance and 
good seasons, they had ama6Sed a lit~le money. 
In reply to what had been s:tid by the hon. 
member for Brisbane North, he would like to 
point out that when that hon. gentleman came 
out there were more advantages and more open­
ings than there were at present. 

The CHJEJ;' SECRE'rARY: No. 

Mr. KERR: When he came to Rockhampton 
twenty-five years ago he had an offer of three or 
four jobs as soon as he arrived; but when he 
was in Rockhampton a few years after he 
was unable to get employment at his trade, 
and that condition of things existed at present 
sometimes. There were men of the same trade 
as himself-good ekilled workmen-who had 
a very bard strug-gle to get a job which could 
be considered as constant. If a man got a 
job at £3 a week, if the work was not con­
stant, it was not a• good as constant work 
at £2 5s. oc £2 a week. Then, again, they 
had to take into consideration the fact that the 
conditions of life in the old country were much 
more favourable. It was possible to rear a 
family much more comfortably in the old 
country, and the opportunities for finding em­
ployment for their children were also greater. A 
man might get a little extra money in Queens­
land, but if he got sick in the West, it cost a 
good deal to come to the coast towns for medical 
attendance and to recruit. If greater induce­
ments were offered to people to settle on the 
land, there would be a better class of immi­
grants. Greater inducements were offered to 
people to go to Canad>t and the United States 
of America. The voyage was much shorter, 
for one thing. But numbers of people would 
be quite willing to come to Queensland if it 
could be shown to them that they would better 
their condition by coming he1·e. As to the 
Chief Secretary twitting bon. members on the 
Opposition side with being opposed to immi­
gration, such was nnt the c.tse. There were 
members on that side of the Committee who 
had done a great deal in the way of endewour­
ing to bring a good class of people to the 
colony. The official records in RockhamjJton 
would show that when Dr. Salmond was immi­
gration agent in Rockhampton, he (Mr. Kerr) 
was the means of nominating a number ,,f 
people, who came to the Central district, and 
remained in the colony. He was sorry to say 
that he had found numbers of people in New 
South Wales who came to Queensland at the 
expense of the taxpayers, but left on acccmnt 
of their inability to find employment. Even 
in South Allstralia and \V estern Australia there 
were large number; of people who came to 
Queensland at the colony's expense. They should 
have immigration agents in the old country 

who would tell people the truth about the 
colony, so that they would not be disgusted 
when they arrived in the colony. Let them be 
told that if they came to Rockhampton or 
Townsville they could get railway pass~s which 
would take them as far as the rail ways went, 
but if they went further out in search of work 
they would have to take their swags on their 
backs and their water-bags, that they would 
have to cook for themselYes, and that they 
would have to suffer many inconveniences to 
which they were unaccustomed. Tell the people 
the truth, and the discontent that existed at the 
present time among immigrants would disappear. 
He was certainly opposed to the present system 
of immigration, and if an amendment was 
moved in the vote he would support it. 

Mr. STEW ART: That appeared to be the 
most extraordinary proposition of the many 
extraordinary propositions of the Government. 
The only inference to be drawn from the vote 
was that the conditions of Queensland were not 
sufficiently favourable to induce people to come 
here, and therefore they had to be subsidised 
before they came. A very good example of how 
that sort of thing worked could be found in the 
case of steamship companies. If they desired to 
get a steamship company to send vessels to the 
Gnlf ports, they had to subsidise them, because 
the trade of the ports was not sufficient to 
induce any company to take up that particular 
line. The same rule applied with reference to 
population. By that vot6l they were simply 
subsidising people to come here. Had it not 
occurred to the hon. gentleman in charge of 
the affairs of the country that, instead of spend­
ing large sums of money in bringing people 
here-but who would not then remain here-th•'Y 
turned their attention to improving the condition 
of the people already in the colony ? \Vould not 
that be a means of inducing further immigration? 
If they could make there own people comfortable 
and happy; if they could get constant employ­
ment and good wages, then in;migrants would 
undoubtedly come here from all parts of the 
world. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Other countries can 
do the same, which are much closer to England. 

Mr. STEW ART: He did not know whether 
it was fortunate or unfortunate for them that 
people in England at the present time were 
very prosperous. The working classes in Eng­
land were so prosperous that they looked upon 
emigra~ion to anywhere with an unfavourable 
eye. They could not even be persuaded to go 
across the "herring pond" to Canada or the 
United States of America, and, if that was the 
case, was it not ridiculous to suppose that 
they would come all the way to Amtralia? 
The policy of the country in cnnnection with the 

increase of population should be to 
[10 p.m.] encourage the settlement of people 

on the soil, and to make the people 
we had here comfortable and happy. Let them 
have good wages and constant employment, and 
then there would always be an inducement for 
others to follow. Were not the many thousands 
of Europeans who went to the Transvaal induced 
to go there by the high wages which were paid 
and the excellent conditions which existed? 
And if we had the same conditions in Quefms­
land, instead of having to subsidise people to 
come to our shores, they would come in thou­
sands of their own accord. \Vhen the gold boom 
started in Western Australia, that colony did 
not require to subsidise immigrants in order 
t<J induce them to go there, but men went. 
there by the hundred from the other colonies of 
Australia, from New Zealand, from Great 
Britain, and even from South Africa. The 
first requisite, if they wanted to h~:~ve population, 
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was to have good conditions. If they could 
show the people of Europe that they would be 
better off here than they could pus8ibly be in 
their own country, then there wad a very large 
number who would inevitably come here, ao the 
population of Europe was very dense, and a 
considerable proportion of that population were 
casting their eyes round every corner of the 
world tQ ing to find out some spot where they 
might be able to improve their condition. 
Wealth was now m<.re equally disseminated 
than it used to be, and there were laq:re numbers of 
the working classes in the old world v~ ho were 
able to P"Y their own p<tssages to any portion 
of the world, and many of them would comA to 
this colony and pay their own paosages if the 
inducements offered were sufficient. They had 
a most excellent Avidence of 1 hat in the recent 
rush to Klondyke, when tens of thousands of 
men went to enormous expense, braved the 
rigours of an Arctic climate, and underwent 
grea.t hardships trying to get to that new 
Eldorado. Those men risked very much to go 
there' in the hope that they would achieve a 
fortune more easily than in their own country, 
and if it could be shown that there was a fortuue 
for them here they would come to queensland. 
The whole question of land administration and 
of the developmeut of their mining resources 
was involved in the question of immigration. 
If they threw open the resources of the 
colony to the people, and made them easy of 
access, they would not only be able to grow 
people of their own much more rapidly than they 
were doing at the present time, but they would 
offer attr_tctions to the fJeople of other countries 
to come to the cohmy. Every member of the 
House wished to see a larger p<lpulation in Aus· 
trali,t than there was at prment, and they all 
recognised that there was room for millions of 
people in Qlleensland, and that millions of people 
could make a living in the colony under certain 
circumstances, but they had not yet reached 
that point of development. There was any 
quantity of nom out on the \Vestern plains 
for tens of thousands of men: but under 
present circumstances it would be impossible 
f<Jr them to make a living there. But he 
believed that, under proper conditions, within 
a very few years they could double, treble, 
and quadruple the population of \V estern 
Queensland. As a matter of fact, however, the 
con cl i tions of the ·western portions of the colony 
at the present time were adverse to an increase 
of population. No doubt during recent years, 
under the healthy influence of the Labour party, 
the Government had been making a gradnal 
change in their policy in that respect, but a great 
deal req llired to be done yet. Those large areas 
which were held by banking syndicates and 
absentee companieg required to be broken up 
into small holdings, and those holdings settled by 
men who would live there, and rear families 
there. No doubt that would come in time, but 
it ought to conre sooner than it was likely to 
come, and the period of its advent would be 
largely influenced by the policy which Parlia· 
ment pursued. Hitherto the iofluence had been 
in exactly the opposite direction, and that was 
not confined to the \Vestern portion of the colony. 
The very same thing held good on the coast. 
Until within a few years back, and until the 
Agricultural Lands Purchase Act was put into 
operation, the Darling Downs country was in 
the poscies~ion of private and of synnicnte owners, 
and there was not a single acre of it aY ail able for 
settlement. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Didn't you oppose the 
Act? 

Mr. STEW ART: Did the hon. gentleman 
want to drag him into a discussion of the merits 
and demerits of th\l Act ? The Act W!>S better 

than no Act ; but there was another method 
which might have been adopted, and which 
would have been much better even than that Act, 
which, if properly a~ministered, was not a bad 
Act after all. He was pointing out that the 
policy of the Government so far as settlement on 
the land was concerned had been to prevent 
a natural increase of population. They wanted 
to reverse all that. Come down nearer to 
the co ... st, and all the way from Brisbane to 
Townsville, and also in the di,trict he repre­
sented, they found the same thing operating : 
Lrtrge areae had got into few hands, and settle­
ment was blocked in consequence. l\1any men 
desired to settle on the land, and there was no 
land available, unless they went to a great dis­
tancd from the railway or a market. The whole 
conditions were hostile to the increase of popu­
lation, and, notwithstanding that, the Govern­
ment proposed to borrow £50,000 to bring immi­
grants to the colony. From whatever point of 
view it was looked at the whole thing appeared 
to be a mhtake. The question of supply and 
demand bad been dealt wiLh, and some hon. 
members bad objected to the expenditure pro­
po.sed on the ground that only workers would 
be broug-ht here, and they would compete with 
the workers already here and, as a conse­
quence, would lower wages and make the 
conriitions leso favourable than they were even 
at the present time. There wag a great deal 
in that argument. Why should the working 
people of Queensland be asked to subsidise 
workers from Great Britain and Europe to 
come here and compete with themselves? \Vould 
the Attorney-General send £5,000 home and 
import fifty lawyers from London to compete 
with him in the Brisbane lawyer market? It 
would be considered a very foolish ~;troke of 
business if he did. \Vhy should the man in 
Queensland who had only his labour to sell 
be exposed to conditions different to anyone 
else? Take the case of the Queensland farmer : 
His potatoes, maize, and wheat were protected 
against the potatoes, maize, and wheat of the 
farmers in the southern colonies. Take the 
sugar·grower, the bootmaker, the cabinet-maker, 
and the whole gamut of manufacturers, and 
all their occupations were in some way or 
other protected. But when they came to the 
man who had nothing to sell in the open 
market but his labour, they found that he 
was not only to be subjected to unrestricted 
competition, but labour was actually brought 
here, at his own expense, to compete with him 
in his own market. \Vhat would the farmers of 
Queensland say if the Government proposed to 
im!Jort 1,000 tons of potatoes or 5,000 tons of 
hay or chaff at the public expense to compete 
here with the potatoes and chaff grown in 
Queensland? " Do unto others as you would 
that others should do unto you" was an excel­
lent rule, and that wets all that they who advo­
cated the claims of labour put forward. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: \Vhat is all this stone­
walling about? 

Mr. STEW ART was not consciously stone­
walling, and a question like that involving an 
expenditure of £50,000, and a serious annual 
charge upon the revenue, and also a disturbance 
of the labour market, was an important question, 
which he was entitled to discuss as fully as he 
chose. Queensland had been pursuing a policy 
of immigration almost since she was a self­
governing colony, and he found they had spent 
between £3,000,000 and £4,000,000 on immigra­
tion. That meant that whether they imported a 
single immigrant or not they were spending 
every year about £130,000 for immigration, 
enough every year to import 8,000 immigrants. 
Did any hon, member say that they received full 
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value for that expenditure? It had been said that 
they had bePn importing immigrant" for the other 
colonies, and from his own observation he could 
say there was a geatdealoftruth in the statement. 
They stayed in the colony perhaps for a few 
weeks, and then took steamer for the southern 
colonies. If that had been the case in the p<tst 
it was extremely likely it would be so in the 
future. It was astonishing to him that the Chief 
Secretary did not deal w1th the matter in his 
own favourite manner, and say that that was 
practically a federal question. Why did he not 
refer it to the Federal Government? They 
would spend £50,000 during the ensuing year, 
and yet within a year federation woul<1 haYe 
been accomplished, the immigrants would have 
come out here, a large number of them would 
have drifted down south, and this colony would 
have incurred liabilities for the ~outhern 
colonies. \V as there any need at the present 
moment for a system of immigration? An 
increase in population was not the only thing 
desirable. They might have 10,000,000 of people 
here, and yet they might b' in abjc·ct poverty. 
In India almost every second year there were 
famines that swept away willions of people. It 
was not so much how many people were in the 
colony, hut what was their condition. It might 
suit some people to have a large and poverty­
stricken population. Side by side were often 
found extreme wealth and extreme poverty; but 
that was not the kind of thing that a man who 
wished to see the human race progre;s rationally 
desired. His party were striving to increase the 
happineqs and comfort of the great mass of the 
people, and every act theypelformed, every word 
they uttered, was done with that one objPct. They 
might foil in their dfnrt.s, bnt that was t.heirde,ire. 
They did not desire to see hills of wealth on one 
side and great holes of poverty on the other, yet 
that was the only result that could follow if 
they had a dense population without proper 
induotrial and social conditions. In nation· 
building as in eyerything else it was wise to 
hasten slowly. The tree that took the longest 
to come to maturity was the one that stor:d the 
blast of y;· trs the longest. They had heard of a 
certain gourd which grew in a night-,Tonah's 
gourd-but it withered away; and as it 
w 1s with individuals, and gourdc, and trees, 
so it was with nations. The slower the growth 
the better and the more enduring the life. 
Th<'re was no particular reason why they should 
desire to ru"h in popul<ottion here; let it grow as 
quickly as circumstances would permit, but do 
not let there be any artificial additions to the 
population. Just as they prepared the country, 
and opened up its rewurces, so would population 
increase. He was rnuch amused with a sugg,ls­
tion made by the hon. member for Brisbane 
North that a certain number of members of 
Parliament should be sent to the old country 
every year as immigration lecturers. If he went 
there as an immigration lecturer he would tell 
the whole truth, and nothing but it. He would 
tell the people that Queensland was !t magnificent 
country, with spleHdid pastoral, mining, and 
ag-ricultural resources ; that the climate was 
much superior to that of the old country; that 
a young man, diligent, soher, and thri.fty had 
a prospect before him that a young man in 
the old country never could have; and then he 
w:mld show the other side of the picture. He 
would tell them that notwithstanding they had 
all those advantages they had also certain dis. 
advantages. He would tell them of the con· 
tinuous Government; that they had very good 
land laws in some ways, but very badly 
admitJbtered; that if they came here thev would 
have to contend against droughts and .. floods; 
that they would have to compete not only with 
their fellow w hiteman but with people of all 

the colours of the rainbow. If they went in for 
market gardening he would tell them that they 
would have to compete with Chinamen; if they 
went in for ploughing on the sugar phntations 
they would have to corr.pete with kanakas ; 
and if they wanted employment in the sugar 
mills they would have to compete with J~tpanese. 
If he told them that, they would put the good 

against the bad and re"ol ve to stay 
[10·30 p.m.] where they were. The Government 

said they wanted to bring out agri­
cultural labourers. What inducements had 
we to offer ag-ricultural laboure.rs to come 
here? Suppose he was appointed a lecturer, 
and he went to his native country, where 
there were the best ploughmen in the world. 
If he went to the populous centres there, 
and told them that they could get from 5s. a 
week and rations to £1 a week and rations they 
would simply laugh at him, because they could 
get more where they were. If they asked him 
whether they could get constant employment 
here, he would be compelled to say they could 
not, because he knew very well during a drought 
the ground was too hard to plou!;'h, and after 
rain it. was too wet for some time; and taking 
the year all round the agricultural labourer w·<s 
employed longer in the old count'y during the 
year than he was here. And where wa• the 
need of going to the old country and asking 
m ·n to l,ave f<tirly good conditions and come out 
here to something much worse? \V as there any 
p<1rticnlar demand here for agricultural labour­
ers? The Immigration Agent's report for last 
year stated that more agricultural labourers 
applied for employment than he conld find work 
for; and in his (Mr. Stewart's) opinion not one 
immigrant should he brought to the colony until 
every man already here was employed. The 
hon.' member for Brisbane N orLh said that every 
man in the city of Brisk ne was fully employed 
-but what was the reason? \Vas it because of 
any natural increase of trade, or was it because 
there was between £200,000 and £300,000 of public 
money beingspentin the city of Brisba~e~t present 
on public building'? After those bmldmgs were 
comple· ed, the condition of things in Brisbane 
would be much worse than b.fore the money was 
spent. But even if the people of Brisbane were 
so fully employed, there were many portions of 
the colony where there were numbers of unem· 
ployed. In his own electorate the people at the 
meatworks were working only half·time and 
getting half wages ; in the \V estern country, and 
along the coast as well, a large number of "ark­
men could not find employm•mt. In some of ~he 
mining districts business was not nearly so br1sk 
as it Wa5l some thne ago. There was a number 
of men unemployed at Gympie, and he had 
heard that at Charters Towers there was always 
a certain proportion of unemployed. All ovf'r 
the mining distric s there w•·re men scattered up 
<.tnd down fossickin~ here and th.ere--developing 
the country no doubt, but makmg a very poor 
livelihoo•l. All that went to show that instead 
of the c•1lony requiring more workmen, what we 
wanted was more work for the people already here. 
If no guarantee could be given to the men to be 
brongh' out here why should they he brought 
out? The hon. m'ember for Brisbane N<1rth said 
that there was plenty work here at old· country 
wages, but he (Mr. Stewart) did not know what 
that hon. member meant bv ol-i·country wages. 
The Government "hould be prepared to offer 
men somethin~ better t..han they were getting in 
the old countr';, in order to induce them to come 
out here. Why should they break up their 
homes in the old country if they could not get 
be.ter conditions in the colony? The hon. 
member said they ought to he prepared to take 

·the same wages as they received at home, but he 
(:\.t'f. Stewart) thought they should offer these 



1574 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

men proper inducements to come out to Queens­
land. From the Auditor-General's report he 
found that last year £7,328 was spent on passage 
mone.v, and £6,978 on contingent expenses. 

At 10'42, 
Mr. DUNSFORD called attention to the state 

of the Committee. 
Quorum formed. 
Mr. STEW ART : There was a difference of 

.£400 between the money expended on passages 
and that spent on contingencies last year. There 
ought to be some explanation of that, as it cost 
as much to get an immigrant out as it did to pay 
his passage money. In the Queensland Fiya,·o­
an ardent supporter of the policy of the present 
Governm•mt-there was a full page advertise­
ment dealing with Queensland immigration. 
He would like to know what was the use of 
publishing that? If they wished for immigra­
tion, there was no need to advertise in the 
colony, but they, should advertise where the 
immigrants were to be found. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: These papers are 
sent away. 

Mr. STEW ART did not believe these papers 
went outside the colony. The fact of the matter 
was that most of this money which was supposed 
to be spent on bringing immigrants out here was 
spent in subsidising Government organs. No 
doubt Figa1'o was all right as a publication. He 
would read the advertisement. It began-

Immigration Office, Kangaroo Point, Brisbane. Nomi­
nated Passengers. Permanent residents in Queensland 
wishing to obtain passages for their friends orrelati7es 
in the United Kingdom or the Continent of Europe, 
may do so under the provisions of the Immigration Act 
by making payments to the Immigration Agent in 
Brisbane or the Assistant Immigration Agents, Mary­
boroug~, Bnndaberg, Rockhampton, 1\Iackay, or 
TownsvJlle, or to the C.P.S. at any other town in the 
colony, upon the following scale:-
There was no inducement for men of fifty years 
of age to come to the colony. It was absolutely 
ridiculous to expect to induce men of that age to 
come out. They would not even find emplovment 
in the meatworks of the colony, where the a~erage 
wage was about 15;;. In Rockhampton the average 
rate of wages was somewhere about 24s. a week 
and food. He believed that in Townsville it was 
about the same, and at the meatworks west of 
Rockhampton it was .£1 and tucker, The"e 
wages were very low considering the kind of work 
the men were called on to do and the uncertain 
nature of the employment. Owing to the 
drought, the meat works were not working half 
the time, and, as a_ necessary consequence, the 
men were only earnmg half wages. The ad ver­
tisement proceeded :-

Males between 1 and 12 years, £2; between 12 and 
40. £4; over 40 and under 55, £S, 

Fem"les between 1 and 12. £1; between 12 and 40, 
£2; over 40 and under 55, £8. 

Males or females, 55 and upwards, the full passage 
money, £13 13s. 

Ship kits are supplied free to all nominated passen­
gers. 

A-ssisted Passengers.-The Agent-General for Queens­
land, in London, will entertain applications for some 
assi~tal?ce towards the total cost of passage from small 
cap1tall~t farmers,_ market gardeners, dairymen, and 
orc~~rdu;ts-especu:~:Hy in the case of those having 
fam1hes. Full particulars as to occupations of the 
head and the members ol the familv their available 
capital, and intentions as to pursui·t ~o'n landing, etc., 
should_ be forwarded with the application. and each 
case ~Ill J:>e co!lsidered on its merits. -,1-~hatever money 
contr1butwns It may be decided to grant towards the 
c~st . of passage, may apply to the case of persons 
w1shmg to proceed to the colony by s~..cond as well as 
steerage ship accommodation. 

Free Passengers-l!'emale domestic servants and farm 
labourers will be granted tree passafl'es to Queensland 
upon the app~ov~l of the Agent-General in London, and 
forms of appllcat10n setting forth the terms and con­
ditions upon which such passages will be granted. 
may be obtained by communication with tbe officii of 
the Agent-General, who must be thoroughly satisfied 

witb the character and bona fides of each applicant. 
The only outlay to be incurred by the emigrant will 
be the cost of transit from iris place of residence to tlle 
port of embarkation, and also the charge for ship kit­
namely, all emigr.tnts, as enumerated above, will be 
accommodated, free of all expense, at the Immigration 
Dep6t at the port of arrivnl for fourteen days or such 
period as may enable them to complete their arrange~ 
ments, and tbey will further be entitled to receive a 
free pass to any part of the colony where a railway line 
exist.s . 

Full-paying Passengers.-A..ny person whose applica­
tion for an assisted passage cannot be entertained can, 
as heretofore, avail himself of the third-class pastSenger 
rate-namely, £13 13s, (including ship kit), granted by 
the British-India. Company's direct line of steamers 
from London to Queensland. 
What earthly use was there in bringing out 
market gardeners? Would they not have to 
compete with John Chinaman, who would run 
them off on the shorte~t notice? There was 
absolutely no demand for farm labourers ; there 
were more agricultural labourers in the colony 
than they could employ. \Vith regard to female 
domestic servants, it must be admitted that 
there was a distinct distaste on the part of young 
colonial females to enter domestic service. 

An HoNOURABLE ME~fBER: To be a slave. 
Mr. STEW ART : They would rather go into 

shops or factories. In fact, they would rather 
do anything than become what was commonly 
called a "slavey." It wa< a regrettable fact, 
because he could not conceive of any better 
training for them than to serve under a good 
nlistress for some years. 

Mr. BELL : What is the explanation of that 
sb<te of things? 

Mr. STEW ART : The young colonial female 
thought herself, perhaps, a "cut above" 
domestic service. She objected to the confine­
ment, for one thing. If she went to a shop, she 
etarted work ~tt a certain hour in the morning 
and went away at a certain hour in the evening. 
Then, perhaps, she had a half-holiday on Satur­
day. In dome,tic service she had to get up 
between !) "'nd 6 o'clock in the morning and re­
main at work until--

Mr. RYLAND: Half-past 11 at night. 
Mr. STEW AHT: He would not go to 

extremes. On the average, she was employed 
from 6 o'clock in the morning until 8 o'clock at 
night every day from one year's end to the other, 
with, perhaps, rare intervals. These were con­
ditions that no man would submit to. The 
remedy lay in making the occupation of domestic 
service more pleasant and more comfortable. If 
that was done, they would not have to send to 
the old country for domestic servants. It was 
a great misfortune for the young men as well 
as the young women of Queensland, that the 
cohmial female would not enter domestic ser­
vice. When they got married, as they inevit­
ably did, the women had no training in the par­
ticular kind of work they would then have to do. 
They did not know how to cook, or how to do 

anything so far as carrying on the 
[11 p.m.] work of a house was concerned. 

Unhappiness was the result, and 
that was perhaps one reason why the average 
young Australian shied clear of matrimony. 
The whole question wag one of great importance 
to the community. Domestic service was a 
much better training for young women than 
serving in shops, working in factories, or becom­
ing clerks in the post office or at railway stations. 
\Voman's chief aim in life was matrimony. The 
whole popuhtion question was inv0lved in that. 
They ought to try and arrange their social rela­
tions so that men and women would unite in 
matrimony and multiply and replenish the earth. 
They wanted population. A few nights ago hon. 
members advocated the wider employment of 
woman. He had rto doubt that in Europe, 
where the sexes were almogt equally balanced# 
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large numbers of women could not get married 
simply because there were not men enough t~ 
go round; but in Amtralia men wAre in a large 
majority, and thPir young women should eng·age 
in the glnrious buRines~ of nation building. 

Mr. GLASSEY thought the discussion had 
gone on long enough. He certainly was not 
going to stop there all night to take part in a 
discnssion for which there W>~S no necessity 
and it was only reasonable that they should tak~ 
a vote. HP moved the reduction of the vote by 
£20,000. That would leave £30,000, a little 
brger sum than was voted last year. That was 
quite sufficient. Although the money came out 
of loan, an·i not out of revenue, the Government 
were pursuing a mistaken policy. If they could 
induce the right class of people to come to the 
colony, if they could be absorbed into the popu­
lation when they arrived and could obtain 
remunerative employment, there would not be 
the same objection to the vote. But that was 
not the case, and it was on that account that he 
moved the reduction. 

Mr. LESTNA said he was sent there as an 
opponent of State-assisted immigration, and, as 
he was not a mere voting machine, he wished to 
give his reasons for supp'>rting the amendment. 
Last year the trust and special funds, the Loan 
Fund Estimate<, and the Appropriation Bill had 
been pa'8ed practically without discussion and 
it was all the more necessary that the question of 
immigration should now receive the attention 
which it deserved. According to table P, attached 
to the Financial Stat~ment, the expenditure on 
account of immigration from the date of separa­
tinn to 30th .June, 1H99, was £3,154,030 5s. 9d. 
That w.>s the cost of int,roducing 184,000 people. 
\V ere the Ill'• jority of those people now in 
Queensland, or had they drifted to the other 
colonies? 

The PRElfiER: They have made the colony 
what it is to-dcty. 

Mr. LESINA: At one time the other colonies 
had voted money for the purpose of obtaining 
immigrants, but all of them had abandoned that 
policy with the exception of Queensland. 
I,>stead of sending lecturers to Europe, why 
should they not send them to the other colonies 
in order to secure veople who were a-lready used 
to the c·mditions surrounding Australian indus­
trial and civic life? They could point out the 
splendid advantages offered by Qneen,dand. They 
could point out their liberal land laws, what a 
liberal Government they had, and how sunerior 
Queensland was to the other colonies. ft was 
pointed out dnring the federal campaign what 
a glorhus cuuntry Queensland was, and how 
superior it was to the other colonies. B••t 
the:v were sending home to England, Scotland, 
and \Vales for imtnigrants, and when they 
arrived here they drift.ed over to New i:louth 
·wale.' and the other colonies. What advantage 
was that to the unfortunate taxpayers of 
Queensland? He agreed with the otatement 
made by the Treasurer in his Budget Speech 
that, "the prosperity of onr own peopl" after 
all is the grNl.test inducement we can offer to 
the surplus population of the old world to come 
he,re and participate in our advanb>>ges." But 
what were the inducement-s held out to those 
people? They were asked to come here to settle on 
the soil, but they were not told that the Govern­
ment were buying back land at three time,; its 
valne in order to settle farmers who were alrt'%dy 
in the colony on the soil, that squatters held 
185,096 square miles of country, that banks and 
syndicates held 238,000 squares miles, farmers 
12,070 square mile•, and agricultural farmers 
3,630 square miles. Those facts were not placed 
before the people of Great Britain. Mr. Rand all 
had issued a pamphlet in the old country deal­
ing with immigr.:ttion, and pointing out the 

advantages which Queemland offered to persons 
desiring to settle here, and in that pamphlet 
th••re was a poem containing these lines :-
There is room and there is freedom, there is virgin soil 

to till; 
There to gain an independence, all that's wanted is the 

wilL 
That little poem jarred with the facts he had 
mentioned with reference to the purchase of 
estate• by the Government, and the area of 
country held by hanks, s; ndicates, grazing 
farms, and agricultural farmers. All persons 
were, the Ag•mt-General stated, eligible as 
immigrants, without respect to occupation, age, 
or sex, and yet hon. members were told here that 
it was agriculturists who were required. The 
officer in charge of the Government Labour 
Bureau, stated in his annual report th~t 
in only about five places was the dema.nd 
for labour greater than the supply, and that 
in every other place the snpply was greater 
than the demand. From the reports made 
by the dist.rict officers of that department it 
appeared that at Allora large numbers of 
labourers h«d been paseing through the town in 
quest of employment ; that at Aramac the wages 
for labout·ere were from £1 to £110o, and found : 
at Banana the ruling rates of wage« f,>r station 
hands and fencers, which were the main employ­
ments offering, were frmn 20:-;. to 25s. and 
r11.tions ; at Beaudesert the rates of wages were 
1~s- per week and found for farm labourers, and 
10.<. for m•.•ful lads ; at Black all no engage­
ments had been made through the office during 
the yeP.r ; at Boonah there were few appli­
cations for labour; at Burketown there was 
very little demand for labuur, either in the 
town or district; at Bundaberg 907 appli­
cants out of 1,228 found employment ; at 
Cabarlah there were no applications for employ­
ment during the year; at Cairns, where domes­
tic servants had to compete with Chinese, J av!t­
nese, Cingaleee, and a mixed and indefinite 
breed of aliens, the ruling rates of wageB for 
domestic 8ervants were from 10s. to 15s. a week; 
at Ch,,rJ,~ville the demand for la hour was nil; 
at Chinchilla there had heen no demand for 
labour during the year, the supply being in 
ex:ce<s ; at Cleveland there had been very little 
demand for labour during the year ; at Cion­
curry there was practically no market for labour at 
pre,ent ; at 00oktown there h,,d been a consider­
able number of unemp'oyed; at Dalby the supply 
of labour was fully equal to the demand; at 
Eidsvold there had been no applications for 
labour through the year, during which thirty­
eight meP, looking for work, were supplied with 
rations ; at ,Emu Park males received 15s. a 
week and fnunJ; females getting 15s. a week; 
waitresse9 15,. per week, and cooks £1 a week anrl 
found. At E"k all labour requir•·mPnts were 
mostly met by the fixed p lpulation. At Eulo 
£15s. and board was the standard wage for station 
work ; at. Geraldton the supply in all other case•, 
except that of carpenters, had been eqnal to 
the demand ; and at Georgetown there was no 
demand for labour of any description. Yet they 
were told there was a demand for labour all 
over Q<teensland, and that employerB were 
simply panting for domestic servants and farm 
labourers. 

The 0HIE].' SECRETARY : And yeL those people 
are absorbed as they arrive. 

Mr. LESIN A would tell the hon. gentle­
man how they were ab,orbed wben he came 
to that part of the subject, and some of the 
conditions under which they were not absor!-ed. 
At Gin Gin, firemen were getting £1 13s. a 
week, a mill hand £1 7H. a week, and find 
themselves, alld men in similar occupations could 
get as much in England. At Goodna ther.e 
was no demand for labour, and men were 
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working in that district at from 4e. to 6e. 
per day. At Gympie carpenters, blacksmiths, 
and other artisans were in full supply. At 
Ipswich the supply waR 677, and tbe demand 
209, so that nearly 500 could not get wm k 
there at all. The wages offEring there for 
domestic servants ran fmm 6s. to 10s. a week, 
and for ordinary labourers from 10s. to 12s. per 
week. At Jondaryan the report was that a 
number of travellers had obtained work during 
the shearing season at 5s. to 6s. a day or 15s. 
a week and found, and there were no unem­
ployed in the district except casual swagmen. 
The "casual swagman" was not supposed to be a 
human being at all in that t·eport. He could tell 
hon. members that the casual swagman wus a 
distinct entity who would have to be reckoned 
with in Queensland society, and there were many 
good men "hum ring bluey'' in Queensland. He 
could speak feelingly on that subject, as he had 
humped bluey in this and the other colonies, and 
four years ago in New South Wales he did a 
1,500 miles' track with bluey up. To propose 
to add to the class who humped bluey in 
Queensland to-day in the never-ending search 
for work that never cz.me was nothing short 
of · a crime, and those who sup]Jorted that 
vote did an injustice to the coJ<Jmunity and to 
those whom they proposed to bring here. At 
Leyburn there was no demand beyond the local 
supply. At M:aytown the report was that there 
were no idle people, nor was there any demand 
for labour. At l'.forven the report was, "No 
unemp)oyed in the district during the year ; few 
travelhng swagmen; no demand." At Nanango 
it was doubtful if any extra labour would be 
required. At Nerang the ruling rate of wages 
was from 10s. to £1 a week and found. At 
Normanton there were no unemplo' ed, but the 
"ages for general labourers was 10s. a week. 
They got that in England, and were asked 
to leave it and home associations centering 
:<,round a place where their ancestors had lived 
for centuries, that they might come out here 
to work for the same wages on sugar plan­
tations cheek by jowl "ith kanakas. \Vhy 
did not the Government instruct the Agent­
Geneml to senrl copies of that labour bureau 
report to all their immigration agents? A man 
would not leave the rockiest patch in Ireland 
to come here if he read that report. They 
did not do that, but they issupd pamphlets 
with a beautiful view of Merivale Station, and 
told people that a man actually required no 
capital at all to establish himself on a selec­
tion in Queensland, which he could get at 
half-a-crown an acre payable in ten years. 
Such ~ajolery as that was only false pretence•, 
for whwh in ordinary businese, the person guilty 
of such an offence would get sent to gaol for 
three months or longer. At Port Douglas 
there was no demand for labour. At Ra.vens­
wood, a week's rations had to be given to 
twenty-four destitute travellers during the year. 
At Rosewood, the report was that a good 
number of swagmen came, and went there 
between Ipswich and Toowoomba, and some­
times found temporary loc-al work at 15s. a week. 
At Roma, a good many rations had been 
distributed during the year to old men who 
came in seeking admission to Dunwich-worn 
out soldiers of industry who had worked their 
way for thirty or forty years in the back 
districts. Southport-the demand for outside 
labour was limited. South wood-nothing dning 
in the labour market. At Stanthorpe a con­
siderable falling off was recorded in the number 
looking for rations, and that was about the 
best .report of t.he lot. ~t Surat the wages 
offermg for fencmg and rmgbarking were 25s. 
and 15s. a week and found. At Tallebudgera 
there was no demand. At Tiaro there was 

little demand for labour. At Win ton the supply 
of labonr had been fully equal to the demand. 
And w on down to Yeulba, where there 
had been no demand for labour during the past 
year. In another p:>rt of the same report it 
was shown that £5,658 14s. 9<1. had been spent 
during the ytar in feeding destitute citizens 
throughout the colony who had been too poor 
to buy bread for themselve . He remembered 
a case of a girl who came here from Norway 

in the "Duke of Portland,'' and 
[11'30 p.m.] she was engaged at 5s. a week, 

although she was probably led to 
believe that she would get £1. Very likely 
she had been working at that wage ever since. 
He also had it on good authority that a bene­
volent lady in London, who had a home for 
reformed girls, had sent a good many of them 
out here as immigrants. If it were true that 
they were taking in rescued girls at the public 
expense, then the fact was worth pondering over, 
for he under&tood that the Agent-General had 
to pass all emigrants, and certify as to their 
character. Another significant fact was that the 
2,042 unempl<lyed in Brisbane lost on an avera&"e 
three weeks' time during the year. If thmr 
labour was worth only £1 a week that was £3 
per head, or a total of £6,129 for the year, and 
if to that was added the lost time of other 
unemvloyed throughout the colony, tnere would 
be fonnd to be a total loss of something like 
£10,000 or £20,000 a year. .And yet they pro­
posed to spend £50,000 to bnng others to com­
pete with men who were willing to work for 5s. 
per week and upwards. Another serious fact 
was that about 572 of the Brisbane registrations 
were those nf married men with average families 
of thr. e-572 unemployed men with a small 
army of wives and children dependent upon the 
result of their labour. Those were facts that 
the people of England should ponder over. He 
found at the end of the report from which he 
had been quoting a list of the tradesmen and 
others seeking work, and the number who found 
it. There "<':ere twelve axeman in demand, 
and the supply was ten, who were employed at 
from 12s. to 15s. a week. There was a demand 
for one baker, and sixteen offered their services ; 
showing an excess of supplj over demand of 
fifteen. There was a demand for three black­
smiths, and eighteen offered, the wages being 
from 7s. to 10s. a day. Why, a decent black­
smith in the old country could get Ss. a day. 
One bushman was asked for during the year, 
and twenty-six offered, and the one was engaged 
at 16s. a week. For butchers there was no 
demand, yet thirty-five were out of employ­
ment. Three caretakers were wanted, and there 
was a supply of two, and the wages offered were 
6s. a week. Two carpenters were wanted, fifty 
rusLed the job, and the two were engaged at 9s. 
a day. Rough bridge carpenters got £1 a week 
and found. 

At twenty-five minutes to 12 o'clock, 
The CHAIRMAN : In accordance with 

Standing Order No. 171, I call upon the hon. 
member for Dalby, Mr. Bell, to relieve me in 
the chair. 

Mr. BELL took the chair accordingly. 
Mr. LESINA: There was no demand for 

clerks yet thirty-five were seeking work-they 
were a mere surplusage in the labour market. 
There were fourteen cooks asked for and forty­
seven offered themselves. The men were en­
gaged at from 15s. to £2 a week. There 
were thirty-five dairymen wanted and thirty­
two offered, the wages being 10s. to 18s. For 
engineers there was no demand, although seven­
teen were on the list. Two engine-drivers 
were wanted, and fourteen offered-wages 12s. 
Fancy a !"an who had learned a tr31de, passe.d 
examinatwn, and become really skilled at his 
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work, being offered a wage of 12s. a week. 
Farm abourers, 216 were wanted, and 171 were 
found, leaving an excess of demand over supply 
of forty-five, and the wages were from 10s. to £1 
per week; seventeen grooms were wanted and 
forty-nine offered, wages 10s. to 15s. a week. 
He maintained that those facts d1d not by any 
means bear out the contentions of the supporters 
of the vote. Although they were only a small 
community they had a plethora of unemployed, 
who in every branch of the industry were engaged 
in cutting down wages, and it was proposed 
now to add to the evil by introducing others 
to still further increase the competition. With 
regard to the lecturers at home mgaged in 
trying to induce agricultural labourers and 
domestic serv~tnts to come to Queensland, he 
noticed in the Agent-General's report that a 
lecture was given to a large number of labourers 
in the east of Lonclon by Mr. Ben Tillett, who 
strongly counselled those who could to emigrate, 
recommending New Zealand for those who 
desired comfort merely, but Queenshtnd and its 
potentialities in preference to all who wished to 
permanently better their conditions of livelihood 
and settle down on their own lands. He would 
like to know how many agricultural labourers 
were to begotintheEastEnd of London; he would 
like to know also whether(,lueensland could afford 
to pay a lecturer to recommend New Zealand 
to people in England as a field for emigration? 
The amount asked for advertising, commi'·"ion, 
and contingent expenses was £10,000, or £5,000 
more than last year. A great deal of literature 
was printed and circulated for the purpose of 
inducing people to come here from the different 
:Europe'1n countries, but the reHult was very 
small. Quite an enormous quantity of immigra­
tion literature had been circulated in Snndinavia. 
\Vhat was the result of all that literature? One 
full-paying Swede, who had been followed by 
three other Swedes. W :ts it just to fetch these men 
here, who soon after they had arrived in the 
colony cleared out to New South \Vales or some 
other southern colony, and afterwards returned 
to their native homes? Two of these SwedP.s, 
according to the Worke>·, complained of the 
treatment they had received on their arrival in 
the colony. They complain· d that th•y had 
been deceived by the immigration a11ents in their 
native country, and that since their arrival in 
Queensland they had only had three weeks' work. 
They were led to believe that Queensland was a 
country where they could make money quickly; 
but, :ts a matter of fact, the conditions in their 
own country were far better than they were in 
Queensland. He thought the present system of 
immigration was a cruel fraud, and that these 
men came out here under false pretences. They 
had been deceived by touts, whose lies had been 
condoned by the present Government. He would 
support the motion of the hon. member for 
Bundaberg. One man who came out by the 
"Duke of Portland" had committed suicide 
soon after his arrival in Brisbane because he 
could not find work. That was another fruit of 
the present system that the present Government 
were responsible for. \Vhen was this cruel fraud 
going to cease? The public of Queensland and 
the people in England had not been apprised of the 
true facts of the matter. Under present condi­
tions the Government had not found employment 
for men within the borders of the colony, and he 
strongly protested against the present system of 
immigration. It was just as well that Hansard 
and the Press generally should note these facts. 
\Vhy should men in other countries, where the 
conditions were better, break up their homes to 
come to Queensland? Some hon. members were 
content to sit behind a Government who would 
vote large sums of money without any investi­
gation being made at all. The members of the 

Opposition could claim credit that they carefully 
scrutinised every vote and every item that was 
submitted to the Committee. This vote which 
required the most careful scrutiny, had been 
increased this year by £27,000. If members on 

the other side persisted in snpport­
[12 p.m.] ing the system, it would be carried 

on, and they would be responsible for 
it. If they were parties to inducing unfortunate 
men to come out here, and they, like the man he 
had referr~d to, committed suicide because they 
could not find work, they would be guilty of 
manslaughter. He should certainly vote for the 
reduction. 

Mr. HARD ACRE (Leichha1·dt) said he desired 
to express his strong objection to this vote, and 
most emphatically to protest against the increase 
that had been made in it this year. He happened 
to be one of the State-as,isted immigrants to 
Queensland, and he was sorry he had ever come 
out. In fact, he had made a vow that he would do 
all in his power to prevent other men from being 
deceived in the way he had been. This was a 
wilful waste of money, It was money expended 
on a system of fraudulent mi-representation, 
wilful fahe!Jood, and exaggerated statement as 
to the prospect of the country. It took people 
away from home and friends. It took them away 
from good situations. The system of giving 
commissions to the thousand emigration agents 
was a bad one. These people made the most 
glittering statements as to the prospects of 
Queensland. It was their business to do it. 
They had no consideration for the character of 
the people who were sent out. All they cared 
about was to get people away and claim their. 
commission. It waR an utterly wrong, heartless, 
and cruel system which he, for one, should have 
no part in supporting. Hon. members forgot 
that in the colony there was a natural increaRe 
of 14,000 persons annually, which was fourteen 
times the number brought out to the colony 
yearly at this very large expPnse. It was a 
trouble to the people of Qneensland how 
they were to find opening!' for their children. 
Let hon. membere go to some of the small towns 
in the inland districts, and they would see the 
largenumbProf children growing up there, >tnd the 
difficulty thPre was in finding work for them, or 
getting land on which they could settle any­
where near their homes. Then look at the 
expense of the system. It wa" enormous. Last 
year the expendi,ure was £22,000, or £22 per 
head for every immigrant brought here. But the 
chief objection he had was the false pretences 
and laying statements which were used to induce 
people to cc,me to Queensland. Mr. Randall was 
a gentl.cman whom he should use every effort to 
have removed from the office of Government 
lecturer. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He is a very excellent 
officer. 

Mr. HARD ACRE : It was a scandal for the 
Government to have him in the colony's service. 
Lying statements on his part had been proved 
over and over O!l:ain in that House. Then there 
was his general lack of ability, and the character 
he possessed. He would not say anything about 
the moral aspect of his character, but treat 
only of its cleanly and social aspect. The 
uninviting appearance nf the articles that Mr. 
Randall exhibited at the various agricultural 
shows in England was not likely to !earl people 
to form a very high opinion of the attractiveness 
of the colony. He would always oppose State­
aided immigration, as it was a waste of money, 
and caused a grectt dc·al of suffering to the people 
who were induced to emigrate. 

Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay) had a great 
deal of sympathy with immigration, but the 
people who had been sent out lately, especially 
the females, were not of a character to increase 
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the reputation of the colony. Some of the 
immigrants who came out by the Ducal line of 
steamers, especially those who came in the "Duke 
of Portland," as domestic servants, were now 
working in factories, while he had been informed 
that others were now on the streets of Brisbane. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That is not true. 
Inqmry into the destination of every one of those 
girls was made, and it is not a fact. 

Mr. JENKIN80N accepted the hon. gentle­
man's statement. The information came to 
him from a gentleman he had no reason to 
douht. At the same time the hnn. gentleman 
had heard that the characters of many of the 
girls who came out would not bear inve,,tigation. 

The CHIE~' SECRETARY: There may be rnmours, 
but they have not been substantiated. 

Mr. JENKINSON: Was it not a fact that 
many of the girls had come from rescue homes 
in England? 

The CHIE~' SECRETARY: I deny, so far as we 
can ascertain, that they came from the source 
referred to. 

Mr. JENKINSON: He was bound to accept 
the hon. gentleman's statement, but at the same 
time he did not think they were selected as they 
should be. They needed more domestic ,ervants, 
just as they needed people who would settle on 
the land. He intended to vote for the reduction. 
He wished to know whether anything had been 
dec;ded with reference to the Pending of Mr. 
Fraire to Italy in connection with immigration? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY said that nothing 
had been decided with r~gard to Mr. Fraire's 
mission to Italy. When Mr. l<'inucane was in 
It::tly he got information about some intending 
emigr::tnte from Genoa and Piedmont. The 
difficnltv had always been t0 get a vessel t.o call 
in at Genoa. Under ordinary circumstances, 
those people would have to join a'l Australian 
steamer at Port Said, and hence there had been 
some delay in the matter. The Government 
were more inclined to encourage immigration 
from the British Isles and Northern Europe, as 
the northern nations made better colonists than 
the Latin races. 

Mr. LESINA asked how it came that the 
aboriginals who were sent back to Queensland 
by the Agent-General wem otranded in London? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY regretted that 
owing to the lateness of the hour he was unable 
to get the information from official sources, but 
be understood that they formed part of a troupe 
of aboriginals who were taken to England; and 
when 8ir Horace Tozer found them stranded in 
London, with his customary benevolence, he 
took charge of them, and sAnt them back to 
Queensland. 

Question-That £30,000 only be granted-put; 
and the Committee divided:-

An:s, 19. 
~fessrs. Glassey, Ryland, Lesina. Kidston, Givens. 

Kerr, '\i\r. Hamilton, Browne, :\'IaxwPll, Turley, I~isher, 
::\IcDonnld, ::11cDonnell, Dunsford, Stewart, Dawson, 
J ackson, Ilardacre, and J enkinson. 

No.:s, 27. 
Messrs. Philp, Dickson, Rutledge, Foxton, O'Connell, 

Chataway, Murray, Dalrymple, Finncy, Leahy, Smith, 
:J.facdonald-Patcrson, Petrie, Moore, l!1orsyth, Bridges, 
Stcphen~on, Forrest, Mackintosh, Campbell, Callan, 
J. Hamilton, T. B. Oribb, Oowley, Grimes, story, and 
Annear. 

PAIRS, 

Ayes-Jliessrs Curt is and Fitzgerald. 
Xoes-1Iessrs. IIan-ran and Bartholomew. 
Resolved in the negative. 
Mr. LESINA. wished to know what was the 

reason for the increase of £1,000 in the item of 
reut, printing, stationery, etc., and the increase 
of £1,500 in the item incidental expenses, 
London office, and in what manner those sums 
were expended. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He had in his 
hand an analysis of the expenditure from loan 
fund for incidental expenses in connection with 
that vote, from which it appeared that the 
executive engineer received £400, that £453 
was paid for rent, £130 for ar\vertising, £202 
for telegrams, £193 for petty cash ex['enses, £68 
for the drawing and mounting of plans, £24 for 
subscriptions to newspapers and hookg, repairs 
£83, Scandinavian immiRration £1()4, expenses 
at shows £26, carriage of parcels and bills £21, 
outfits £7, printing and stationery £89, auditing 
£16, engineer's expenees £26, clerical assishnce 
£30, type writing 13s. 3d., postage £106, expenses 
of congress at Leige £31, and two other amounts 
of £41 and £13. If there was any other informa­
tion required he would be glad to snpply it. 

Mr. GrvENS: \Vhat is the reason for the 
increa,e this year ? 

Tbe CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber would observe that the amount asked had 
been exceeded last :V' ar. 

Mr. H~'.RDACRE was surprised that they 
had not he<1rd from the Secretary for R>tilways 
on the vote. He found from Hansard that in 
1897 the hon. gentleman had spoken most 
strongly again,t as,isted immigration to this 
colony, holding tpat their first duty was to th< m­
seh·es, and that they had no right to consider 
people on the other side of the globe. The hon. 
gentleman then held the opinions hon. members 
on the Opposition side had been expressing that 
night, and he might give tbe Committee scme 
explanation of his change of views. 

Question put and passed. 
MARINE DEPA[(TMENT-HAHBOUR WORKS. 

The TREASUREl-1. moved that £142,688 be 
granted from loan for harbour works. There 
were only two items in the vote. £12,688 was 
.asked as tbe balance of the vote required for 
dredging the entrance to Broadmount Harbour 
and £130,000 was asked on account fur new 
dredges and plant. That was .for tbe Lindon 
Bates dredges, the contract pricn for which was 
£155,000, and two tug bo, ts and appli.mces 
would bring the amount required up to £200,000. 

Mr. G IV ENS asked if during the recess the 
hon. gentleman would have a Harbour Board 
Bill drafted for Cairns, so that it might be 
introduced early next session? 

The TREASURER : The matter would be 
considered during tbe recess. 

Mr. GIVE:s-S: That did not satisfy him. 
The Harbour Boards Act of 1892 had been 
passed to enable the people concerned in the 
we,Ifare of local harbours to form boards to lnok 
after them, and the people of Cairns, after full 
inve~tigation by a committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce, and after consultation with the 
whole of the local authorities of the whole 
of the district served by the port, proposed to 
take bdvantage of that Act. He would like 
some specific promise that the people of Cairns 
would not be treatAd es outcasts in the matter. 

HoN. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON said 
he thought it would be as well for the bon. member 
to exhibit patience in tbis matter. The Premier 
had said the matter wonld be considered during 
the recess. That was all he asked for Brisbane, 
and he thought it was unwarrantable for the hon. 
member to claim an answer at this stage of public 
business more specific than he had received. 

Mr. ANNEAR (liiaryborough) considered that 
the request made by the hon. member for Cairns 
was a very reasonable one. Of course they did 
not want a harbour board for Brisbane as long 
as they could draw on the Treasury on every 
occasion when money was required. There 
would be no need for harbour board'l at Mary­
borough and other places if they could draw on 
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the Treasury in the same way. He trusted that 
the present Premier was not going to act as 
though there were only two places in the colony 
-Brisbane and Townsville. In the past, when 
anything was wanted for those two places it 
was just put down on the Estimates, and there 
was no fear about it going through. 

The TREASURER thought there was no need 
for heat over the matter. It was the intention 
of the Government to appoint harbour bo•rds 
for Brisbane, Maryborough, and Cairns. Towns­
villa had been treated just the same as any other 
port in the colony. 

Mr. GIVENS was very pleased to hear the 
Premier's assurance that it was intended to 
establish a harbour board in Cairns. With 
regard to what the hon. member for North Bris­
bane had stated as to the port of Brisbane not 
having been treated any bettAr than any other 
port in the colony, he wished to point out that 
the people of Brisbane rejected the proposal for 
a harbour board, because they thought they 
would not get sufficient endowment. According 
to official documents, he found that £630,598 Ss. 
9d. had been spent on the port of Brisbane, and 
the total revenue to the 30th June last was 
£153,378 Os. 4d., leaving a net debit of £477,222 
Ss. 5d., and yet the hon. memi;Jer said Brisbane 
had not been well treated. The whole fact of 
the matter was that Brisbane did not want a 
h .rbour board, because it could bleed the tax­
p:>yers very well without it. The people of 
Cairns only wanted a fair thing, so that they 
could manage their own affairs properly in con­
nection with their harbour. 

HoN. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON said 
that was all the people of Brisbane wanted. 

Mr. KIDSTON desired some more informa­
tion about the £130,000-one of the i terns on the 
vote. Were all the harbour board dues paid 
into the trust fund? 

The TREASURER : Yes. 
Mr. KIDSTON: Was the £130,000 credited 

as payment made into that tr':lst fund ? 
The TREASURER: No. He hoped that 

very shortly they would have harbour boards 
established in every port in the colony. 

Question put and passed. 

BUILDINGS. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC "\YORKS 
(Hon. J. Mur):"ay, No1'manby) moved that 
£205,900 be granted from loan fund for public 
buildings. There was a considerable increase in 
the vote. The increase• comprised the following 
items: Supreme Court additions, £5,000; Naval 
Defence, stone magazine and smithy, £1,000; 
Naval Defence, new headquarters office~, £1,500; 
new Lands and Survey offices (on account), 
a revote of .!!13,500; new Post and 
Telegraph office (on account), £10,000; 
women's gaol at South Brisbane, £1S,OOO ; 
Bundaberg, new Custom-house, £4,000; Bun­
daberg, new police station, £2,000; Dalby 
Consumptive Hospit~l (to complete), £1,500; 
There was a vote of £5,000 for a new courthouRe 
at Gympie. That was a revotP. £2,000 was 
asked for additions to the Goodna Lunatic 
Asylum, and£5,500foranewward there. For new 
post and telegraph offices at Ipswich £7,500 was 
wanted, including £5,000 that had been voted 
hst year. £2,000 was asked for a technical 
college there. To complete the new Custom­
house at Rockhampton, for which £12,000 was 
voted last year, £6,000 was provided. There 
was also a vote of £3,000 for additional cells at 
the Rockhampton Gaol. For a new courthouse 
at Roma, £6,000 was asked. £15,000 was 
set down for a new gaol in that town. To 
erect a new Custom-house and titles office at 

Townsville £20,000 was put aside, and for boun­
dary walls, etc., to the gaol at Stewart's Creek 
£3,900 was inciuded. £6,500 was provided for a 
new ward at the Toowoomba Lunatic Asylum, 
and £1,000 was grauted fur additions to the Too­
woomba Post Office. For vVarwick, £4,500 had 
be•.m voted to erect new police buildings, and for 
other buildings £15,000. 

Mr. JENKINSON : And £10,000 for public 
abattoirs. 

Mr. OAMPBELL (lf:foreton) referred to the 
case of the Under Secretary for "\VurkH and Mr. 
Jack, and stated that the Secretary for Works 
had refmed his request for the appointment of a 
select committee of the House to inquire further 
into the matter. Mr. Jack felt he was resting 
under a stigma, and was willing to abide by the 
decision of a select committee. He (Mr. Camp­
hell) urged the Minister .to reconsider the 
decision, and appoint a committee consisting of 
:Messrs. Annear, Leahy, Petrie, McDonald, and 
Jackson. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
claimed that he had fulfilled the promise he had 
made to the House ill the ma-tter by referring it 
to the Orvil Service B"ard for inquiry as to 
whether the printed notes of the evidence taken 
at the inquiry were correct, and said that if the 
hon. member for Moreton felt aggrieved he could 
move for the appointment of a select committee. 

HoN. E. B . .FORREST (Brisbane North) said 
the Queensland In,titute of Architects had been 
in communication with the t:lecretary for vVorks 
on thesuhject of architects on the supernumerary 
staff of the department taking private work. lb 
appeared that m em hers of the permanent staff 
were not permitted under the Public Service Act 
to enterinto competition with g. ntlemen in the 
profession outside, but there was no restriction 
on the members of the supernumerary staff, 
many of whom, as a matter of fact, had been in 
the service for one, two, or three years, and who 
might, therefore, be regarded as permanent. 
There was no specified time when a member of 
the supernumerary staff ceased to be regarded 
as a temporary hand. One way out of the diffi­
culty that he saw was to fix a time when officers 
of the supernumerary staff would cease to be 
regarded as supernumerary, and become per­
manent officials. 

HoN. T. MACDONALD-P ATERSON said 
that this had been a public scandal for years 
past. 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
sympathised with the remarks of the hon. mem­
ber for Brisbane North, JYlr. Forrest. 

The PREMIER: It should not be allowed. 
The SECRE'rARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

thought that after a supernumerary had been six 
months in the service he should not be allowed 
to take private practice, and promised tp try to 
get the matter remedied. 

HoN. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON asked 
if it was in<ended to call for tenders for the pro­
posed new lands office in Brisbane and Queens­
land only, or in all the colonies? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
replied that with regard to buildings of such 
magnitude as the proposed new post and tele­
graph offices in Brisbane it was proposed to 
invite designs from all the colonies. 

Mr. FISHER contended that when a vote 
was asked on account, the total e'-timated cost of 
the building for which the vote was required 
should be given in the Estimates. He con­
gratulated Brisbane on the large amount it had 
had expended durmg the year on public buildings. 

Hon. E. B. ]'ORREST: All fur the public govd. 
Mr. ANNEAR: It is all national work in Bris 

bane. 
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Mr. FISHER also congratulated Roma on 
ite succesd in the same respect. 

The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: No public buildings 
have been put up there for the last twenty 
years. 

Mr. :FISHER thought the Attorney-General 
dPserved congratulating for having obtained 
.£21.000from the Government in one short session. 
The Premier also required congratulations upon 

having secured a new Customs-hou'e 
[1·30 a.m.] and Titles Office, to cost £20,000, 

and buildings in connection with 
Stewart's Creek Gaol. If other electorates 
received public expenditure in the same propor­
tion it would make a big hole in the ne'<t loan. 

HoN. T. MACDONALD-PATE!tSON con­
tended that the buildings to he erected in 
Bri.<bane were works of a national character. 
The total expenditure on Brisbane works was 
only one-fifth. of the vote, which was less than 
its fair proportion. He asked the Attorney­
Geneml to explain how it was that Roma was to 
have .£21,000 for a courthouse and gaol. That 
;avoured of a job. If he thought he could suc­
ceed he would move the omission of the vote for 
Roma buildingF. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge, JJ[aranoa) said that the strongest 
representations had been made to him of the 
absolute oeces,ity for building a new gaol at 
Roma. The present building was an old wooden 
building, a.nd if a fire broke out it meant the 
sacrifice of the lives of the prisoners. The new 
building would be built of brick. With regard 
to the courthouse, Roma was the place where the 
Circuit Court for the whole of the south-western 
district sat. Roma was the Western metropolis, 
and .£6,000 was a very modest sum for the 
courthouse there. The hon. member for Brisbane 
North should be the last man to complain, seeing 
the large amount being voted in the hon. 
member's constituency. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul) asked if any provi­
sion was made in the vote of £15,000 for other 
buildings for a police station at Pinkenbah, 
which was urgently needed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
had not got particnlars of the works included in 
the vote, but he had no doubt from the great 
progrPss being made at Pinkenbah the building 
mentioned was provided for. 

Mr. ANN EAR thought the hon. member for 
Brisbane North had nothing to complain of, and 
he contrasted the public expenditure in Brisbane 
with the expenditure on public buildings in 
other towns. The wealthy people of Brisbane 
were most illiberal, and Brisbane was known 
throughout the colony as the octopus of Queens· 
land. 

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, Townsville) 
explained tloat the exhibition building in Brisbane 
was being converted into a museum, while the 
present museum building was to be used as a 
free library. A; to the Customs-house in Towns­
ville, up to the present there had never been a 
proper Customs-house there. Old second-hand 
buildings had hithmto been used for the purpose. 
No large town in Queensland had such poor 
public buildings as Townsville. 

Mr. GIVENS regarded it as a peculiar coin­
cidence that the Government had 

[2 a. m.] not discovered that the gaol at 
Roma was in such a disgraceful 

condition as was represented, until that electo­
rate returned the Attorney-General to Parlia­
ment. 

Mr. FORSYTH ( Carpentaria) asked that steps 
should be taken to provide a better lockup at 
Camooweal than that which existed there at 
present, which was an iron building 10 feet by 
12 feet, with no windows and no ventilation, 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
promised that he would have the buililing re­
ported upon, with a view to its improvement if 
necessary. 

Mr. HARDACRE joined in the protest 
against the large expenditure on public buildings 
in Brisbane as compared with the amount spent 
in other parts of the eolony, and pointed out that 
the courthouses at Alpha and Duaringa were in 
bad condition. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
A new courthouse was to be built at Alpha, and 
he believed the matter of the Duaringa court· 
house was also in hand. 

Mr. DUNSFORD argued that members for 
the Central and Northern diviswns of the colony 
had just c;IUse for complaint regarding the manner 
in which that vote was distributed, four-fifths of 
it being allotted to Brisbane and the Southern 
districts, and that members should make a deter­
mined stand against the continued exceptional 
treatment meted out to Brisbane. 

Mr. BRO\VNE endorsed the protest against 
the way in which that vote was swallowed up by 
Brisbane, and pointed out that the total amount 
set down for the minim< townships of the colony 
was a paltry sum of .£5,000 for a new courthouse 
at Gympie, which was a revote. He considered 
that the way the mining industry had been 
treated was a disgrace to the hon. gentlema"r 
who had held the position of Treasurer for years 
past. 

Mr. LESIN), pointed out that the courthouse 
at Clermont was in a most unsatisfactory con­
dition, nnd did not provide adequ,.te accommo· 
dation for officials and jurymen, and wished to 
know what improvements it was ;.roposed to 
mah in the building. What was really wanted 
was a new courthouse entirely. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Tenders had been invited, or were about to be 
invited, for the extension and improvement of 
the courthouse at Clermont, and if the hon. 
member would call at his office he would be 
pleased to show him what was to be done to the 
building. 

Mr. LESINA would accept the offer of the 
hon. gentleman. He joined in the prote"t 
against the largo prnportion of public money 
which was expended in Brisbane, and urged that 
morA attention should be given to outside places 
where various public buildings were much 
needed. 

Mr. KERR thought that the hon. member for 
Clermont had, with other metn bers of the 
Central district, just cause ior complaint at the 
way in which his electorate was treated by the 
Works Department. .£21,000 was to be spent 
in Roma, as a bribe to the electorate to secure it 
as a pocket borough for a few years. The fact 
that the vote showed that £170,000 was to be 
spent in electorates represented by Ministers 
and Ministerial supporters, while only £30,000 
was down for electorates repre•,ented by mem­
bers on the Opposition side, should convince the 
people that the Government endeavoured to 
maintain their position by public expenditure in 
the electorates supporting them. 

The PREMTER said that the hon. member 
was unjust in saying the Government did not 
deal fairly with electorates represented by hon. 
members opposite. Mr. King, when member for 
Roma, had been well treated by the pre<ent 
Government, and two bores had been sunk in 
the district last year-one at Roma and another 
at vVallumbilla. The hon. member for Clermont 
should have represented the matters to which 
he had referred to the Minister before the 
Estimates were prepared. 
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Mr. LESINA admitted that he had not been 
to the office of the department in connection 
with the Clermont post office, because the 
local progress association, the council, and other 
local bodies had communicated directlv with the 
department. • 

Mr. MoDONNELL could not allow hon. 
members to denounce Brisbane as an octopus in 
the matter of Government expenditure. He 
reminded tbe Committee that a woman's gaol to 
take the place of the building used for that pur­
pose in J<'ortitude V alley harl been urged upon 
the Government for years. He was prepared to 
defend the expenditure of public money upon 
necessary works in the r<>pitttl of the colony. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Bu1·ke) thought Brisbane 
had been leeching the rest of this colony for 
years. 

Mr. FISHER asked the :\'finister if he was 
prepared to acce]Jt the suggestion to show on the 
Estimates the whole amount that was required 
for l>ny rarticular work. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. gentleman's observations on the point 
had not escaped his attention, and he would see 
if what had been asked could be done. 

Mr. HYLAND asked whether the whole of 
the vote for public abattoirs was to be spent in 
Brisbane? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The matter was one which was administered 
by the Agricultural Department, and he pre­
sumed it would be spent all over the colony. 

Mr. RYLAND was afraid that £10,000 would 
not spread far over the colony. He would like 
to have seen £20,000 instea1 of £10,000 for that 
very necessary purpose. 

The PREMIER : This is to make a start. 
Question put and passed. 

BRIDGES. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

moved that a sum not exceeding £1,650 be 
granted for bridges. 

Mr. FISHER said he understood there was 
some difficulty in connection with the Albert 
River Bridge at Burketown. Was it the fault 
of the engineer? 

The TREASURER: It was the fault of the 
local authority. 

Question put and passed. 

WATERWORKS AND WATER SUPPLY. 
The TREASURER moved that a sum not ex­

ceeding £2,417 be granted for waterworks and 
water supply. 

Mr. LESI~A asked whether the hon. gentle­
man could give him any information in regard to 
the proposed water sn pply for Clermont? 

The TREASURER said that a scher~e had 
been prepared and sent to the local authority for 
approval. 

Mr. J<'ISHER doubted whether the items 
included in this vote should be charged to loan. 
Me saw no justification whatever for charging to 
loan the sal,ries of inspectors for collecting 
pressures and other statistics of artesian bores. 

The TREASURER pointed out that the vote 
was required for the supervision of the works in 
connection with arte-ian boring and water 
supply; and both works and supervision w~re 
properly charged to loan. It was the same w1th 
railwo,y works-engineering and supervision were 
charged to loan as well as the works themselves. 

Mr. KERR referred to a report made by an 
officer of the department on a water snpply for 
Isisford, and pointed out that such reports some­
times recommended works altogether out of pro• 
portion to the requirements of the pl;tce. 

Question put and passed. -

ARTESIAN BORING AND WATER SUPPLY. 
The TREASURER moved that a sum not 

exceeding £32,185 be granted for artesian horing 
and water supply. He was sorry he could not 
ask the Committee to vote double the amount, 
because this was one of the best things that 
could be done for the Western country. PrO'•i­
sion was made for new bores at Adavale, Dalby, 
Kynnna, and W ooroorooka. 

Mr. SMITH: There was a sum of £5,000 for 
artesian wells to ent'ourage settlement. \V as 
that to ascsist grazing farmers? 

The TREASURER : Yes. 
Mr. FISHER: If arteeian boring was such a 

good thing-and he believed it was-the amount 
was totally inadequate, and he did not see what 
was to hinder the hon. gentleman from doubling 
it. 

The TREASURER: The total amount on the 
Loan J<~stimates this year was £1,696,889. That 
was a fair amount of loan expenditure for one 
year, and it had to be fairly distributed amongst 
the various works. The amount voted last year 
for artesian boring and water supply was 
£23,000. 

Mr. KERR said that there had not yet been 
any water in the tank constructed at Jericho, 
and he advocated putting down a bore in the 
locality. He also thought it would be a good 
thing for the Government tu advance money to 
deepen the bore on Malvern Hills. 

At twenty-five minutes past 3 o'clock, 
The ACTING CHAIRMAN, in accordance 

with Standing Order 171, called upon the hon. 
member for Ipswich, Mr. Stephenson, to relieve 
him in the chair. 

Mr. STEPHENSON took the chair accordingly. 
The TREASURER said he would consider 

the matters mentioned by the hon. member for 
Barcoo if the hon. member would c<>ll on him in 
his office. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON (Greg01·y) was glad to 
know that provision was made for a bore at 
Kynnna. He would like to know what had been 
done in connection with the petition for a bore 
at Bedouri. With r~gard to the question of put­
ting down bores generally, he thought it would 
be well to try the New South Wales system of 
putting down bores wherever the persons bene­
fited were prepared to pay intere•t on the money 
expended. 

The TREASURER said the Bedouri petition 
had been handed to the Hydraulic Engineer, 
who had, perhaps, sent an officer to inspect the 
country. 

Question put and passed. 

LOANS TO LOCAL BODIES. 
The TREASURER moved that £233,684 be 

granted for loans tu local bodies. £40,000 was 
asked for advances unrler the Local \Vorks 
Loans Act of 1880 ; £25,000 for the Brisbane 
Board of Waterworks (portion revoted); Cairns­
Mulgrave tramway, £1,776 (portion revoted); 
Mosman River tramway, £19,600 (portion re­
voted); Herbert River tramway, £17,308 (por­
tion re voted); J ohnstune River tram way, £30,000; 
Bundaberg water supJ•lv, £20,000; Ayr tram­
way, £60,000; and McGrEgor's Creek tramway 
from Mirani, £20,000. The Ayr line would be a 
very good one, because it would go through good 
land, and he thought the line would pay very 
well. 

Mr. SMITH (Bowen) said he intended to move 
the omission of the item of £60,000 for the Ayr 
tramway, and divide the Committee on the 
matter. In 1896 a vote had been taken in favour 
of the completion of the Bowen line, and the 
House instructed the Government to proceed 
with th11t work, An 11mendment had been 
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moved by the late junior member for Towns­
ville, but it lapsed for want of a seconder. This 
Ayr line was really moved for originally by 
Townsville people, and it was strange that 
the Townsville people were objecting to the 
continuation of the Bowen line, and that thb 
Ayr line vote was brought up at the pr• sent 
juncture. He had fought against the route 
to Townsville because he thought tLat line 
would never be any good. This tramline had 
not been initiated in Ayr, but by two local 
authorities in Townsville. The Cairns-1\,Iulgrave 
tramway had been a success, but that was due 
not only to sugar, but to the quantity of bananas, 
firewood, and cane carried ; the freight on the 
sugar carried was very small, and there was a 
good deal of passenger traffic on the line. This Ayr 
tramway was bro.1ght forward now to hlock the 
Bowen line, and it would interfere with the policy 
of the Government, and would be in defi:tnce 
of votes taken in the House. If the Premier 
would give him the assurance that tenders 
would be called for the completion of the Bowen 
line before the Ayr tram way was started, he 
would withdraw all his objections. The esti­
matE·d cost of the Avr tramline, according 
to the Minister for Railways, was £75,440, 
and he did not believe the local authorities 
had power to borrow that sum. The Thur­
ingowa Divisional Board wanted to borrow 
£30,000 to build this tramline, and its borrow­
ing power was £18,000; the Ayr Divisional 
Board's b'>rrowing power was £13,000, and it 
wanted tn borrow £15,000; and the Townsville 
Municipal Council's borrowing power was 
£62,000, and it had borrowed £80,698. 

The TREASURER : That includes £39,000 that 
it has burrowed on water supply account, 
which gives it a revenue of £8,000 a year, and 
loans on water supply account do not affect itH 
borrowing powers on general account. 

Mr. SJiiiiTH : Its net revenue from water, not 
including interest on loan, wae only £1,635. 

The TREASURER: Including interest, I think. 
Mr. S?.HTH : The Townsville council, which 

had exceeded its borrowing power, wanted to 
borrow £30,000 for this tramline. He should 
like to call attention to the fact that the Com­
missioner for R~il ways i11 a report stated that, 
if the Bowen line was to be connected with 
the 37-milc peg, no encouragement should be 
given to the tramline, as it would be impos­
sible for it to pay, but since then, for some 
reason, he had changed his mind. The tram­
line would not pass through any good country 
beyond Pioneer. He begged to move the omission 
of the item. 

The TREASURER denied that the proposal 
had originated with the Townsville Municipal 
Council. It was mooted, he said, b~" Mr. 
Drysdale, who had sent away 12,000 tons of 
sugar last year, and who had guaranteed to send 
the whole of it by the tramline, at the rates 
charged at presPnt., for ten years. That traffic 
alone would make the line pay. Then the line 
would serve a me<ttworks employing between 
400 ancl 500 men, <Lnd treating from 40,000 
to 50,000 cattle an nu.· lly. There would be a 
big passenger traffic from there. Again, thP 
line would ser,·e the Houghton River, and 
for miles up and down that river there was 
a Jot of ,::ood land. Then it would also serve 
the Ayr delta, where there were two town­
ships-Ayr and Brandon-where there was a 
lot of good land, and whPre there would be 
any amount of Rugar grown. This Rection of 
country produced bananas and mangoes in 
abundance; but, owing to the want of com­
munication, they simply rotted on the ground. 
The irrigation works were a revelation. They 

watered from 4,000 to 5,000 acres of land, 
and when the tr"mline was built they would 
water almost donhle that area. Tramlines were 
the life of districts like this, and there was no 
doubt this particular line would pay, and that 
the State would nm no risk. Mr. DrysdHle 
was satisfied the line would pay. So was the 
Ayr Divrsional Board, and it was prepared to 
pledge itself to borrow the money to construct 
it. So was the Townsville council, whose bor­
rowing powers were £60,000, and whose in­
debtedness now on general account was £40,000. 
So also had the Thuringowa Divisional Board. 
The line would not interfere with the hon. 
gentleman's railway. 

Mr. Sli!ITH: Ayr has excellent water commu­
nication. 

The TREASURER: No. It costs 50 per 
cent. more to take produce to the coast now than 
it would cost by the tramline. The trarnlinewasto 
serve a special district which was fourteen miles 
away from the district that would be served by 
the line the hon. gentleman wanted, and which 
wanted to be connected with Townsville and not 
with Bowen. Townsville did not care whether 
the tramway was built, because it got all the 
traffic at present. It was the people of Ayr who 
were most intmested, and they did not want to 
go to Bowen. 

Mr. SMITH quoted from a report to show 
that the proposal originated with 

[4'30 a.m.] the Townsville people, and said 
that two members of the Ayr 

Divisional Board stood out against the 
Townsville influence as long as they coulr!, but 
at last they also succumbed to that influence. 
[The hon. member then read the Commissioner's 
report of 6th July, 1890, on the route of the pro­
posed tramway.] 

Mr. GIVENS was in favour of the general 
principle of building tramways as a factor in 
developing agricultural districts. The Cairns­
Mu grave tramway carried cane cheaper than it 
could be carried on a State rail way, the differ­
ence being equivalent to a profit to the farmer of 
15". per acre. The net profit from 1st May, 
1898, t.n 30th June, 189!!, on the tramway was 
£3,390 148. 7d., which was not only sufficient to 
pay interest and redemption, but to provide for 
increasing the stability of the line and improving 
the rolling-stock. It was a pity that the Burdekin 
delta should be deprived of the beneHts of 
tramway communication because of a squabble 
between two rival ports. The hon. member for 
Bowen contended that the tramway would not 
pay, but he was prepared to vote for it if he got 
a promise that the Government would extend 
the Bow en Rail way. That was political jobbery. 
The policy of building those tramways was one 
of the wisest that had ever been initiated in 
Queensland, but caution had to he exercised that 
no lines were built which would not pay. 'l'he 
great success of the Mulgrave tramway was 
largely due to Mr. O'Leary, the officer placed in 
charge of the tramway by the divisio:1al board. 

Mr. SMITH denied that he had stated that if 
the Bowen Railway extension was first carried 
out he would vote for the construcLion of the 
Ayr tramw.>y. He s:>id that if the railway 
extenoion was Hrst conRidered the Minister could 
consider any tramway he chose, but he had not 
said he would vote for it. 

Mr. CoWLEY: You said you would withdraw 
your opposition to the tramway. 

Mr. SMITH : If he had said that, it was a 
mistake, as it by no means expressed his feeling·s. 
There was very little agricultural land along the 
route ·~f the proposed tramway. He had an 
uphill battle to fight. Although he had twice 
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carried resolutions approving of the extension of 
the Bow en Rail way to theN orthern Rail way, the 
influence of the Premier in the Cabinet was too 
powerful. He asked the hon. gentleman to 
postpone the consideration of the construction of 
the tramway to Ayr until the GovPrnment 
brought forV<ard their railway proposals, and 
they knew whether the tramway would interfere 
wich those proposals or not. Until then it would 
be unwise to vote the £60,000 for the tramway. He 
moved the omission of the item, "Ayr tramway, 
.£()0,000." 

Mr. STEW ART did not think the hon. mem­
ber was acting fairly towards the 

[5 a.m.] Committee in moving the omi•sion 
of that item at the present time, as 

other hon. members might desire to move the 
omission of previous items. 

Mr. SMITH had no desire to do that, and, 
with the permis,ion of the Committe, he would 
withdraw his amendment until hon. members 
had discussed previous items in the vote. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
1\lr. STEW ART object,,":! to the passing of the 

vote, which would make the country responsible 
for nearly .£245,000, without a single scrap of 
information to show them whether the loans were 
justified or whether the local authorities inter­
ested in the wcrks enumerated in the vote could 
legally incur those loan obligations. 

The TREASURER : As to the ifem of 
£40,000 for advances under the Local Works 
L•Jans Act, a similar vote was granted every year 
for the aesistance of divisional boads that 
wanted money, and all applications for loans 
had to be approved by the Home Secretary. 
Part of the amount of .£25,000 for the Brisbane 
Board of \Vaterworks was a revote from last 
year; the board was in a splendid financial 
position, and paid it~ interest and redemp­
tion regularly. The £1,776 for the Cairns­
Mulgrave tramway was a revote of part 
of an amount granted last year ; the loc:~l 
authority had made their payments in full, and 
were now spending a lot of money in improving 
their line. The £19,600 for the Mo,man River 
tram W"Y wa<, a re vote of part of a sum of .£22,000 
voted last year. The £17,308 £or the Herbert 
River tramway to Stone River was a revote of 
the balance of a sum of <.£24,000 granted last 
year, only £7,000 having been expended. At 
the present time there was a private line, 
constructed by the Colonial Sugar Company, 
from a place called Lucinda Point, at the 
mouth of the Herbert Ri,er, to Ingham, and 
the local authority were building a line 
from that tramway to the Stone River. The 
item of £20,000 for McGregor's Creek tram­
way from lYiirani was a revote entirely, the local 
authority not having taken advantage of the 
offer made last year. The £30,000 for the Jobn­
stone River tramway was a new vote, and was 
for a line serdnteen miles from Geraldton 
through some of the finest agricultural land in 
Queen~land towards Jordan Gold Field. He 
thought every acre was rich agricultural land, 
and be believed it was cheaper to construct a 
tramway there than to build a railway. \Vith 
regard to the next item on the vote, he saw no 
reason why Bundaberg should not get a loan of 
£20,000 for a water tmpply. As to the vote of 
.£60,000 for the Ayr tramway, about which 
so much had been "aid, he could assure the 
Committee that there was sufficient traffic there 
now to make the line pay from the start, and 
that, unless a gnarant•'e was given tbat the sugar 
grown in the district would be sent by the line 
for a certain number of years, the money would 
not be lent. Before the money was advalnced by 
the Government, the local authorities would 

have to submit plans and specifications of the 
tramway, and an estimate of the probable traffic. 
The ratable value of the Townsville lands was 
.£780,000, of the Ayr division lands .£155,000, 
and of the '£huringowa division lands £316,000. 
With regard to the power of the local authorities 
to borrow money for tramway pnrpose•1, section 
88 of the Tram ways Act provided that local 
authorities might borrow money for the con­
struction of tramwa:)'s, "notwithstanding any 
restrictions or limitatwns impooed by any other 
Act." 

Mr. SMITH repeated that he wanted the 
Bowen Rail way before t.he construction of the 
Ayr tramway was authorised, as a line by the 
l,;tter route, wqich he could have got at any 
time since he had been in the House, would be 
of no benefit to the people of Bowen or the 
people of the Western district. 

Mr. FISHER was entirely in favour of the 
tramway, or light railway, system, but with 
the limited amount of information before the 
Committee, he would have a difficulty in decid­
ing bow to vote on those proposed advance'. 
The hon. member for Bowen objected that those 

local authorities had no legal power 
[5'30 a. m.] to enter into those guarantees, but 

the answer to that was that, if those 
tramways would assist in the development of the 
districts in which they were built, the House 
would see that the powers of local authorities in 
that respec; were extended. If that was a 
Townsville monopoly, at the expense of Bowen, 
it was a serious charge to make. If, on the 
other hand, it was a legitimate plea from settlers 
in outside districtH, who could not get into 
Bow;m, by all means let them grant it. That 
was his position, as a strong advocate of the light 
rail way system. l:ie ;Nould like to hear a con­
cise statement from the Treasurer on the sub­
ject. 

The TREASURER : The distance from the 
6-mile peg to Ayr was 44 miles, and that di,tance 
was through the Thuringowa and Ayr divisions. 
On the other hand, the distance from Ayr to 
Clare, on the Bowen line, was 14 miles, from 
there to the 37-mile peg it was 36 miles, and 
from thH 37-mile peg to Townsville 37 miles. 
The trade of the district w•s all with Townsville, 
and the .'<yr people would never use the line 
the hon. member for Bowen wanted to build for 
them, as it was 14 miles west of Avr, and would 
make them 87 miles frorr, Townsville. 

Mr. KIDSTON: They might ship their sugar at 
Bnwen. 

The TREASURER: No. The distance to 
Bowen was 74 miles-14 miles to Clare and 60 
miles from Clare to Bowen. There was as much 
water in the harb•mr of Townsville now as in the 
harbour of Bowen, and all the steamers, includ­
ing the meat steamers that called at Bow en, could 
come up now to the Townsville jetty. 

Mr. MAXWELL : Yesterday morning it bad 
been the Opposition who were wasting the 
valuable time of thE> Government, hut that 
morning it was a Government supporter who 
was doing so. The hon. member had commenced 
by going into figures t•> pro,·e that the proposal 
before the Committee would be a bad investment 
for the Government, and then he had turned 
round and told them that if the Premier would 
give him the railway from Bowen to Charters 
Towers he woulrl withdraw his objections to that 
line. 

Mr. SMITH : I did not say so. 

Mr. MAXWELL : Then he would like to 
know what the hon. member did say, for he had 
been in the Chamber when the statement WM 
made. 
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Mr. SMITH: I deny that what you say is 
true. 

The CHAIRYIA~: The hon. member for 
Bowen having denied the statement, the hon. 
member for Burke must accept the denial. 

Mr. MAXvVELL : The proposal introduced a 
very g0od system, and where the local authorities 
guaranteed a line which they believed would 
develop their districts, it was thfl duty of that 
House to build it for them before they built lines 
which were not gu'lranteed. He was prepared 
to vote ag:>inst the red\lction in the vote which 
the h,m. member for Bowen had said he would 
lllOVe. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON spoke iu favour of the 
proposed extension of the Bowim Railway from 
vVangaratta to the 37-mile peg, which would 
gre.1tly benefit owners of stook in the \V estern 
country. The Townsville people wanted to force 
everything to Townsville, and if the hon, mem­
ber for Bo.ven moved a reduction he would give 
the hon. member his support. 

Mr. KIDS TON : The contention of the hem. 
member for Bowen was that the continuation of 
this line from Townsville to Ayr would not only 
benefit the Ayr people, but would injure some­
body else. That seemed a legitimate objection 
if it could be borne out by facts; if the facts did 
not bear it out the contention fell to the ground. 
Looking· at the map, he could not see how the 
building of a tramway to Ayr would injure the 
chances of the Bow en people getting a rail way to 
the 37 -mile peg. 

Mr. LEAHY (Bulloo) contended that the 
strongest evid,"nce ~or of' against the case of tte 
hon. member for Bowen wa' the map. After all 
that had been SJ.id on both sides, he did not 
intend to go into the merits of the case, and if 
no additional light could be thrown on the sub­
ject, they might as well go to a divi,ion. 

Mr. SMITH maintained that the line to the 
37-mile veg was the one that was in the interests 
of the peovle about Ayr, and in the interests of 
the colony, even though the Ayr people, in­
fluenced by Townsville, advocated another route. 

The TREASURER pointed out that sugar 
was, and always would he, the staple product of 
the Burdekin delta. The whole of the sugar 
sent from there was raw sugar for the refinery, 
and it all went t,, Townsville for tran~hipment 
to Brisbane aml Sydney. It was an ideal agri­
cultural district, and the people had guaranteed 
the line from Ayr to Townsvillre, whereas they 
had never expre\•aed a wish to build a line to 
Charters Towers or Bowen. 

Mr. DA WSON said that if the hon. member 
for Bowen accep~ed this proposed tramline from 
Ayr to Towmville he might give up all hope of 
getting the extension of the Bowen Railway to 
the 37-mile peg. This was a Charters Towers 
que,tion as well as a Bowen question. 

The TREASURER: It is an Ayr question. 
Mr. DA WSON : The majority of the people 

in the town chip of Avr desired very much that 
they should b·· in the Townsville electorate 
instead of being in the Bowen electorate, and at 
the I aRt two election,; the member for Bowen was 
in a minqrity ~o far as Ayr was concerned. Frmn 
their hatred of Bowen thev tried to do all their 
bueiness witb Townsville. • He quite agreed with 
the Premier that the Ayr people wanted railway 
communication for their prorluce, and that line 
waH in the oame position as the Bow en line. ThH 
Ayr people wanted mil way communication, and 
their best market was Charters Towers. 

The TREASURJ!)R: Don't they know their own 
business? 

Mr. DA vVSON: A good deal of property in 
Ayr was owned by Townsville people. It was 
not thinkable that, if this Ayr tramline were 
constructed, the 37-mile peg extemion would be 
constructed; it would be gone for ever. 

Mr. DUKSFORD : Bowen and the hon. 
member for Bowen wPre to be sympathised with 
in the matter, because Bowen had been shame­
fully trbated. Bowen was a good harbour, but 
its gates had been closed, owing to the action of 
TownRville. Townsville was making an effort to 
euchre Bowen. The motion of the hon. member 
for Bowen, which had been carrien by a large 
majc•rity of the House, should have been given 
effect to. The Government had permitted the 
local authorities to order material for this Ayr 
tr"mway. 

The TREASURER: Unless this vote is 
passed, the line will not be gone on with. Not 
a penny has been spent in the matter so far. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: Parliament should give 
effect to the vote that had been twice passed by 
the House. It had been intended that the Bow en 
harbour should be utilised, and if it was utilised 
the whole of the interior districts there would be 
twelve hours nearer to BriRbane. 

The TREASURER: Unless the money was 
voted by Parliament, the Ayr tramline would 
not be built. This line was only for the benefit 
of the Ayr people. If the House did not want 
the line, they would not pass the money. 

Mr. DA WSON: That would be a nice way to 
get over the difficulty. The great bulk of hon. 
members on the Government side did not know 
the merits of the case, but they would vote with 
the Treasurer, although they had not heard the 
debate. This line was not a tr"mway, but was 
really a rail way. If it -<as called a rail way it 
could not get through this session, because the 
vlans and books of reference would have to be 
laid on the table. He objected to the extension 
to Townsville, and he objected to the principle 
adopted by the Government. 

Mr. SMiTH moved the omission of the item 
"Ayr Tramway, £60,000." 

"Mr. JHcDONALD said the whole ohject of 
this tramline was to outwit Bowen. The idea 
of a liue from Bowen to the 37 -mile was to 
save a matter of nine hours or more to the 
North-western districts in their communication 
with the South. If it was purely to give Ayr 
communication, the route which should be 
adoptc'd was to Wangaratta. A railway from 
there to Ayr would not cost as much as a railway 
to Townsville. ' 

Mr. COWLEY: It will cost nearly double. 
Mr. McDONALD: This was purely an 

attempt to " dish" Bowen, and he should 
therefore vote against it. 

Mr. KIDSTON said he would like to know 
what the Premier intended to do. Was he 
going to adjourn over the holidays? The hon. 
gentleman must recognise that they could not 
get through the business before 12 o'clock that 
night, and that being so, what purpose would 
be server! by going on? 

The J'RE:YIIER replied that he proposed to 
go on ~ ith the business. 

Mr. KIDSTO~ did not know that that would 
facilitate mattPrs. 

'J'he PREMIER: H" wanted to give the 
H"use time to finish the busine~s to-day. There 
were a number of members who wanted to con­
clude to-day, and work would be tackled again 
.tfter breakfast. 

Mr. BROWNE : The Sugar Works Guarantee 
Act d€bentures will take all day, 'Ne <J,re goin!:j 
to fi~h1i that for all it is worth. 
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The PREMIER: There is plenty of time. 
Mr. DAWSON: You know it is utterly impos­

sible to finish to-day. 
Mr. KIDSTON said that if there was any 

reasonable probability of finishing he should 
prefer to go on and have done with it, but the 
Premier knew that was impossible. Hon. mem­
bers had been complaining of the Government 
pushing through a mass of business in a few 
hours at the close of the session, and they were 
not going to hn,ve it done any more. The hon. 
gentleman might punish this side of the House 
for refusing to let him get these votes through, 
but in doing that he would also punish his own 
side. 

The PREMIER: I am suffering more than you 
are. 

Mr. KIDSTON was sorry to hear that. It was 
a foolish w:.ty of doing business. It was unneces­
sary, and also absolutely useless. There was no 
prospect of finishing that night, and the hon. 
gentleman might adjourn until Wednesday after 
the new year. 

The PREMIER said he would not ask hon. 
members to stop there if he did not think it 
possible to finish that day. 

Mr. KmsTON: Do you think it probable? 
The PREMIER: If there was no stonewalling 

it could be done; but if half-a-dozen members 
got up and said the same thing over and over 
again they might be there for a week. A great 
deal more had been done in the same time in 
previous years. It would be for the good of the 
country to finish now. For example, the cost of 
lighting the House would be saved, which was 
more than would be saved by stopping there. It 
was a fair thing to get through to-night. 

Mr. FISHER : It is hopeless. 
;;1r. BROWNE said the hon. gentleman might 

as well undershnd that hon. members on that 
side were quite prepared to go on uutill2o'clock 
to-night. The ban. gentleman said the bu"iness 
could be got through if hon. members would sit 
quiet; but they were not sent there to sit quiet. 

Mr. KIDBTON: There is more than .£750,000 to 
vote yet. 

Mr. BRO\VNE : The hon. member was g0ing 
to try to force business through by virtue of the 
majority behind him; but there was not the 
slightest probability of finishing by midnight. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: \Vhat about the promise 
of the leader of your party? 

Mr. BROWNE: He denied that there was a 
promise given. The leader of that party had no 
power to pledge his supporters. What he said 
was that he would use his influence. 

Mr. FISHER: That is true. 
The CHAIRMAN: I shall resume the chair 

at 9 o'clock. 
On the Committee resuming, 
Mr. J. HAMILTON (Cook) eaid that the 

statement that the le>tder of the 
[9 a. m.] Opposition promised to use his influ-

ence to close the session this week 
was borne out hy Hansard. He knew the 
leader of the Opposition had really used his 
influence with his followers. 

Mr. DA\VSON understood that the accusa­
tion made against him was that he had not 
kept his promise to use his influence with his 
party to close the session before Christmas. At 
the time he made that promise there was a 
glimmer of hope that the session might close 
this week ; but yesterday afternoon an hon. 
member on the Government side had introduced 
a very contentious subject of discussion, and 
what little hope there had been was lost for ever. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: The discussion die] pot 
l.ast more than three-quarters of all hour. 

1.899-5E* 

Mr. DA \VSON: He knew that, but he had 
used his influence to prevent a prolonged dis. 
cussion, and met with a great measure of success. 
Whatever promise he h>1d made with the Pre· 
mier he had conscientiously kept. 

The TREASURER: After the hon. member 
for Dalhy moved his motion, he told the House 
distinctly that he bad no sympathy with it. 

Mr. KIDSTON said that no one blamed the 
Premier for encouraging the hon. member for 
Dalby. The leader of the Opposition was accused 
of breaking some promise, but he had supported 
the Government on that occasion. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: No one hinted that he 
broke his promise. 

Mr. KIDS'J'ON was pleased to hear it. They 
were prepared to close the session if there was 
any reasonable prospect of doing so. Several 
Government supporters had actually been stone­
walling the Estimates for many hours during 
the night. He thought, as there was no chance 
of finishing that day, that the Premier might 
agree to an adjournment over Christmas. 

The TREASURER: If they went on doing 
as much work as they did yesterday they could 
finish. For the last five or six years they had 
never been as long discussing these Estimates. 

Mr. DA WSON asked the hon. gentleman to 
mention a single instance when such a large 
amount of money had to be passed, and such a 
number of very important items had to be con­
sidered ? It seemed to be a growing practice to 
include very contentious matters in the Supple­
mentary Estimates in order to avoid discussion. 
Two or three mornings ago he told the 
Premier that there was no possible hope of 
getting through before Christmas. He distinctly 
understood the hon. JSentleman, when moving 
the adjournment yesterday morning, to say that 
if he could not get through by Christmas he 
would adjourn on Friday night, and that they 
would meet again on Wednesday. Some of the 
most contentious matters that had cropped up 
this ses5ion were still to be dealt with. If the 
Government insisted on going on, all the vitality 
they had left would be devoted to seeing that 
there was a fnll discussion of all business of 
importance. He defied any man to say that 
the Supplementary Estimates should be passed 
in a few minutes. 

The TREASURER certainly understood yes· 
terday morning that the leader of the Opposition 
would try and finish that week, and since then 
they bad done a lot of business. Last year they 
passed all the Loan Estimates and the Appro­
priation Bill by about 6 o'clock in the morning. If 
they only used the same expedition this year, 
they would finish that night. 

Mr. FISHER: \Ve want to discuss the Police 
Commission report. 

The TREASURER : He understood it was 
not desired to discuss the report this session. 

Mr. FISHER: Well, I want to discuss it. 
The TREASURER: It would have to be in 

the hands of hon. members for two or three 
months before they would be competent to discuss 
it. 

Mr. DA WSON said that the practice of plac· 
ing votes for tramways like the Ayr tramway 
on the Estimates was a reversal 0f their prac­
tice in dealing with railways, and would enable 
an unscrupulous Government to give a railway 
to any district under the name of a tram­
way. It was e1'en said that the Executive 
coulil grant the money without the consent of 
Parliament, and, as a matter of fact, it was 
stated that part of the money wa~ already 
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granted. He intended to support the amend­
ment. Apart from the fact that it was a reversal 
of their policy in regard to railway proposals, he 
objected to the tramway because it would benefit 
Townsville at the expense of the people of 
Bow en, Charters Towers, and the ·west ern dis­
trict. 

The TREASURER: The Government had 
not advanced any money, but asked Parliament 
for authority to do so. Not 1s. of the money 
had been spent. 

Mr. DAWSON: What about the rails? 

The TREASURER: They would do for any 
railway. The money would not be spent until 
it had been voted by Parliament. He would like 

hon. members to cast out of their 
[9•30 a.m.] minds anything relating to the 37-

mile peg, because that had nothing 
to do with the matter. The very fact of the 
proposed cost of the line indicated that it was 
not a railway, but a tramway [Jure and simple. 
The estimate for building a railway line was 
£127,000. 

Mr. FISHER strongly supported the principle 
of light lines of railway, but he was confronted 
with the statements of the hon. members for 
Bowen and Charters ·Towers that the proposed 
line was not a legitimate one, and was aimed at 
the trade of Bowen. By itself he should feel 
inclined to support the proposal were it not an 
:;,ttempt to oust Bowen. On looking at the map 
one would be inclined to think that that was not 
an attempt to get at Bowen, but in view of the 
assurances of others that it was, he did not feel 
in a position to arrive at a deaision, and should 
be glad to hear further argument. 

Mr. SMITH : It had been pointed out by the 
hon. member for Charters Towers that under 
that system of making branch lines a railway 
that should be made would be prevented from 
bein" made. That was just the difficulty in the 
wa/ That. tramlin~ was intended to interfere 
with the ra1lway pohcy of the Government, and 
should not be made. If hon. members who 
thought that that was simply a guileless tramline 
would go North thry would soon learn more about 
it. One of the cardinal points of his argument 
was that the interests of the primary producers 
should be kept in view, which they were not 
under the Government proposal. He believed 
firmly that the line he had always advocated 
was the best in the interests of Ayr, because it 
would give the seUlers there a market at 
Charters Towers for all the produce they could 
grow. It was indisputable that it was Towns­
villa influence that dominated Ayr. Practical!~ 
the same men controlled the Municipal Council 
of Townsville and the 'l'huringowa Divisional 
Board, and those were the local authorities that 
were moving principally in the business. Of 
course all the local authorities through which the 
proposed line would run favoured it, ar;d it ran 
through a portion of the territory controlled by 
the Ayr board. He contended that the Ayr 
Divisional Board would be better served, though 
they could not see it themselves, by the line 
which he had endeavoured to push forward for 
so many years. It would serve the whole colony 
by making the produce of that district available 
to all. He hoped that hon. members who voted 
for his motion on a former occasion would not 
stultify themselves. They would occupy a very 
anomalous position if they voted for the Govern­
UlPnt proposal, which was intended to prevent the 
completion of the Bowen Railway. He did not 
think hon. mPmbers would like to occupy an 
inconsistent position, and those who supported 
him formerly were bound to yot\) against the 
Ayr tramway, 

Mr. GIVENS: The issue before the Com­
mittee wa,s becoming clouded. It seemed to him 
that neither Bowen nor 'l'ownsville had anything 
to do with the matter. The question was whether 
the local authorities should be allowed to take 
advantage of an Act passed for the benefit of 
agricultural districts. He did not see why the 
claims of an agricultural district like the Bur­
dekin delta should be set aside simply on account 
of the rival claims of Bowen and Townsville. It 
was the producing interests that should be con­
sidered. He was amazed at the attitude of the 
hon. member for Bowen, because every speech he 
had made was a practical accusation of political 
corruption against the Premier. If the Premier 
was fathering a corrupt job, how was it that the 
hon. member for Bowen was one of his most 
staunch political supporters ? He did not see 
why he should cast his vote in favour of depriv­
ing the people of the Burdekin delta of the 
tram way facilities tu which they were entitled in 
order to develop the resources of the district. 
When the 37-mile peg connection came before 
the House, let it be dealt with on its merits, 
and not mix it up with the present pro­
posal. He could not understand what claim 
the vVestern country had to two different lines of 
railway to two different ports, while other parts 
of the country engaged in both agriculture and 
mining were languishing for want of railway 
communication. Some hon. members seemed to 
think that the whole country was made for the 
benefit of the port of Bowen instead of the port 
of Bowen being made to serve the whole country. 
The duty of Parliament was always to foster the 
producing interests, and not to give favours to 
any particular port which existed merely as a 
parasite on the country. 

Mr. SMITH: There might be something in 
the hon. member's argument if the proposal for 
the construction of the Bowen Railway was nvw 
before them, but the fact remained that half of 
that line was in existence, but the influences 
operating against- Bowen were so powerful that 
it could not get a yard further on. There was 
no unprejudiced person who did not sympathise 
with the exceptional position of Bowen, which 
was wearing- out a very weary existence, because 
it was blasted by the influence of a more 
powerful neighbour. He denied the charge that 
his action was tantamount to .accusing the 
Premier of corruption. He did not believe for a 
moment that he was guilty of corruption. The 
hon. gentleman was simply doing the best he 
could for his constituents, but he believed now 
that he had attained to his present high position 
he would prove himself worthy of it by doing 
justice to all parts of the colony. 

Mr. CO""\VLEY (Herbert): As the hon. member 
for Rockhamptonand thehon. memberforGympie 

bad expressed a desire for further 
[10 a. m.] information to enable them to arrive 

at a correct conclusion in the matter, 
he might state that he knew the district well, 
and could assure hon. members that the bulk of 
the good land there was on the Townsville side 
of Ayr. The good land did not extend between 
Ayr and the proposed route of the W angaratta 
line to Charters Towers, but it extended the 
other way; so that a railway from Bowen to 
the 37-mile peg would be of no use to Ayr. 
In 1890 the Railway Commissioners, who 
examined the three proposed routes for the 
extension of the Bowen Railway to the Northern 
line, reported that the whole of the land through 
which the railway by the 37-mile route would 
pass was "unfit for agriculture, and was but 
indifferent grazing country" ; that if the 24-
mile route was adopted "a branch line to Ayr 
must naturally follow, which would entail 
further construction to the extent o;f l4 miles, 
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to which must be added the expenditure, for all 
time, which the working of a branch line must 
of necessity involve"; that "the 37-mile route 
showed a saving of about 15 miles in construc­
tion," but "would necessitate a branch line 
to Ayr of about 20 miles in length," and that, 
"while the survey of the 6-mile route traversed 
the entire length of the Ayr agricultural area, 
the branch line to Ayr would accommodate 
but a small extent of the agricultural settle­
ment in the Ayr districtJ." :From his own 
personal knowledge of the country, he could 
corroborate those statements. The Ayr district 
was a very wealthy one, but there was any 
amount of good land there which was as yet 
untilled and untouched, and the reason why 
the diiitrict had not advanced as rapidly as 
other sugar districts in the North was the 
want of this proposed railway communica­
tion. Fruit-culture and dairying would pay 
there, but they could not grow at a profit the 
crops which were grown down South-the 
whole of the maize and hay consumed by thE' 
farmers there on the plantations were the pro­
duct of Southern farmers-and sugar was the 
only crop that would pay well in that district. 
The only place they wanted to send their sugar 
to was a port, so that it could be sent down the 
coast, as the whole of the sugar produced in the 
district was made for the refinery. At present 
they suffered a serious drawback in the transit 
of their sugar, as they had to cart it to the stores 
on the wharf, stack it there until the arrival of 
a vessel, and then rehandle it to send it down to 
the steamer, which was a costly procedure. 
\Vith the construction of the tramway, things 
would be entirely different. The local authori­
ties were so satisfied that that line was the 
one they wanted, that they were prepared to 
pledge their securities to the fullest extent 
in order to get it constructed, and he was 
confident that if the line was built, before 
many years had passed, instead of making 
12,000 tons of sugar per annum in that district 
the annual output would be nearer 25,000 
tons. 

Mr. SMITH wished to point out that, in the 
report to which the hon. member for Herbert 
had referred, the Railway Commissioners stated 
"that after leaving the agricultural area in the 
Ayr district there was not very much available land 
for agriculture along the eastern route ; a few 
isolated patches were met with on the banks of 
the creeks, but the area was so small that it 
was hardly worth taking into account in forming 
an estimate of what would be the probable 
traffic along the line when constructed." He 
did not, however, rely on the report of the 
Railway Commissioners, as they were new­
chums at the time they visited the district, 
and did not know much about the colony. If 
hon. members would take the trouble to look 
up the debate on the Bowen Railway extension 
in Hansard of 1890, vol. !xi., they would see 
that that report was torn to pieces, and that the 
then hon. member for Enoggera stated that it 
was saturated with Townsville influence. As to 
the suggestion which had been made that he 
would benefit by the Bowen Railway extension 
as advocated by him, he had only to say that 
the property he had in Bowen was not so great 
or so valuable as to lead him to ad vacate the 
rail way for that purpose, and that in any case 
he would be ashamed to allow himself to be 
influenced in his public duty by personal con­
siderations of that character. He contended 
that, in the interest of the colony, in the interest 
of the W Pstern settlers, in the interest of the 
people of Charters T0wers, and in the interest of 
the people of Bowen, who had all petitioned for 
the railway he advocated, that line should be 
constrqcted. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: Members on the ooher 
side had proved conclusively that the wise thing 
for the Committee to do was to vote against the 
proposal-because when doctors differed how 
were laymen to decide? It was evidently not a 
matter which concerned Ayr alone, nor was it 
an ordinary tramline. If that line was con­
structed from Townsville, that would afterwards 
be an irresistible argument for continuing it to 
Bowen, and then there was very little likelihood 
of the line from Bowen being extended to the 
37-mile peg. The Western districts had to be 
considered as well as the Ayr district. Voting 
for the proposal would probably mean that the 
extension of the Bowen line to the 37-mile peg 
would not be carried out, and voting against it 
would not mean that it would not ultimately be 
carried, but that it would be left over for further 
information. 

Mr. BRIDGES (Nundah) objected to members 
on the Government side stonewalling their own 
measures. After discussing that proposal for the 
last twenty-four hours the hon. member for 
Leichhardt now asked them to adjourn for infor­
mation on the subject which would enable them 
to give a vote. They had been trying to 
encourage the farming districts of the colony by 
borrowing money for cheap railways; here was 
one district that wanted such a railway, and 
though the people had shown their bona fides by 
saying that if the Government lent them the 
money they would build the line and take all the 
responsibility, hon. members objected to it. If 
he could be shown that the Government would 
lose money by the proposal he would vote 
against it, but the junior member for Charters 
Towers, who knew what he was talking about, 
admitted that the line would pay and would bfl a 
good thing for the district It had been said that 
that line would hurt Charters Towers, but they 
were not there to build two railways to Charters 
Towers while there were a number of places that 
had no railways n,t all. 

Mr. DuNSFORD: This is an extra railway for 
Townsville. 

Mr. BRIDGES: It was not Townsville that 
wanted that railway, but the farming district of 
Ayr. He would support the proposal, and if 
any other farming district could show as good a 
case for a railway it would have his support. 

Mr. DUNSFORD thought the hon. member 
had done well to lecture his own side for stone­
walling their own Estimates. That was not a 
question of Charters Towers getting two railways 
at all, but it was the old battle of the 6-mile peg 
railway and the 37-mile peg· railway. When 
the Townsville people found they could not 
secure the 6-mile peg railway by starting from 
Bowen they had cleverly turned rouncl, and pro­
posed now to start it from Townsville towards 
Bowen. That was really the 6-mile peg rail­
way, and if it was adopted by the Com­
mittee, the 37-mile peg railway, or the line via 
Ravenswood, whichever might otherwise be con­
structed, would be killed stone dead. He 
would ask the hon. member for Nundah whether 
he thought Townsville should have two rail­
ways when other places had none? He had 
visited the district and he had found that what 
Ayr had been clamouring for was direct com­
munication by railway with Bvweu. Now it 
appeared they were prepared to goalongthelineof 
least resistance. Theysawtherewasnoimmediate 
prospect of their getting railway communication 
with Bowen, but as there was a new Premier 
and Northern influence in the Cabinet they were 
g-oing now for direct communication with Towns­
ville. The hon. member for Herbert had told 
them that Ayr must look to Townsville for its 
market, bqtjf Towu~villehacl no eJ~:istence, Ayr's 
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market for fruit and other produce of the kind 
would still be Charters Towers and the districts 
West of that town, and the sugar grown at Ayr 
must come down to Brisbane or down the coast 
and the nearest way down the coast for Ayr was 
via Bowen. The nearest way for Ayr to the 
markets of Charters Towers, R:wenswood, and 
the vV estern districts was by connection with 
the Bowen extension to the 37-mile peg-. 

Mr. W. HAYfiLTON agreed with the junior 
member for Charters Towers that this was the 
old question fought out in the House last session. 
The three rival routes then were the railway to 
the 37-mile peg, the 24-mile peg, and the 6-mile 
peg. By a large majority vote the House 
affirmed the extension to the 37-mile peg. 

Mr. LEAHY: No. Only that the plans and 
specifications shoulrl be laid on the table. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON : The people of Towns­
ville seeing that they had been defeated by the 
vot~? of that House, now started the 6-mile peg 
railway out to Ayr and called it a tramway. 
What was the use of starting a rail way out from 
Bowen if it was going to enrl whm it was among 
the gum-trees? The extension from Wangaratta 
to the 37-mile peg would benefit a very large 
portion of the Western district, giving them 
their mails twelve hours earlier and permitting 
stock to be carried by troin right through to 
Bowen. The hon. member for :Flinders and 
himself had that year presented petitions from 
the Western district in favour of it. He would 
vote against the proposal before the Committee, 
because he felt that if it was carried the other 
line from Wangaratta to the 31-mile pe;{ would 
never be built. 

Question-That the item "Ayr tramway, 
£60,000" be omitted-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

AYI•:s, 15. 
l\'J:essrs. Smith, Hardacre, Dunsford, Dawson, Lesina, 

Browue, Mackintosh, ~'IcDonald, Kerr, W. Hamilton, 
McDonnell, Stew art, Turley, J enkinson, and J. 
Hamilton. 

No>:s, 20. 
:Me~srs. Philp, Dickson, O'Connell, :\iurray, Foxton, 

Chataway, Dalrym11le, Finney, Forsyth, Bridges. Leahy, 
:Sell, OowJey, Givens, Fisher, Forrest, Oampbell, Lord, 
T. B. Cribb, and Kidston. 

PAnts. 
Ayes-Messrs. Stephenson, Fitzgerald, and Curtis. 
~oes-}'Iessrs. Story, Bartholomew, and Hanran. 
Resolved in the negative. 
Original question again stated. 
Mr. SMITH asked whet her the plans, sections, 

and book of reference of the proposed extension 
of thP Bowen Ra,i!way from vVangaratta to the 
Reid River would be placed on the table next 
session. 

The TREASURER : If they went on with 
railway legislation next session, as he hoped they 
would, that would be one of the lines brought 
forward. There were three lines as to which the 
routes were disputed - the border line, the 
Nanango line, and the Bowen line. Those lines 
would be reported on durin~; the recess, so that 
next year the reports might be brought forward. 
There was no doubt as to the routes of the other 
lines in contemplation. 

Mr. STEvV ART was in favour of the con­
struction of these tramlines or light lines of 
railway in agricultural districts, but objected to 
the vote on the ~;round that full information 
should be given before the money was voted. 
Some of the local authorities concerned might 
fail, and then the Government would have to pay 
the piper. 

The TREASURER inbrmed the hon. mem­
ber that the first item of £40,000 was for loans 
advanced under the provisions of the Local 
vVorks Loans Act of 1880. With regard to the 
£25,000 fof jihe Board ot Waterworks, Bri~b~tne, 

he might say that the board was in a splendid 
position. 1:he Cairns-Mulgrave tramway paid 
6 per cent., and the loan wa' a good investment. 
The sum put down for the Mosman River 
tr:cmway was a revote. The Herbert River 
tramway was a continuation to Stone River of 
a tramway built ty the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company. With regard to McGregor's Creek 
tramway from Mirani, the local authorities so far 
had not spent any money, and there was some 
doubt as to whether they were likely to go on 
with the line or not. The J ohnstone River 
tramway went throul!h about seventeen miles of 
scrub land. He thought there was no douht about 
Bundaberg being in a position to pay interest 
on the loan advanced for water supply there. 
The last item, Ayr tramway, had already been 
fully discussed. 

Mr. JENKINSON asked whether the hon. 
p:entleman could give any information as to an 
application with regard to a tramway from 
Mount Bauple towards the North Coast line. 

The TREASURER said that he had been 
called on in reference to the matter, and if the 
information given to him was correct, he thought 
thme would be no trouble about lending the 
money. 

Mr. HARD ACRE bad no objection to money 
being voted for works already started ; but with 
regard to new works he deprecated granting 
loans for which tha Government might receive a 
lower rate of interest than they would have to 
pay, in view of the position of affairs in South 
Africa, on the money they might have to borrow. 

The TREASURER said the Government 
would not borrow if they had to pay more than 
they would receive. The point raised bv the 
hem. member could be discussed on the "Loan 
Bill. 

Mr. McDONNELL asked for information as 
to the position of the Brisbane Board of vVater­
works, and the amount of the overdraft. He 
thought the opinion was largely held in Brisbane 
that the present system should be discontinued. 

The TREASURER said the local authorities 
could take over the waterworks any time they 
liked. As to the position of the board, they had 
paid up in full interest and redemption. He 
would inform the hon. gentleman as to the over­
draft later on. 

Mr. McDONNELL asked whether the 
Government had appointed a successor to l'iir. 
:Finney, the hon. member for Tuowoug, wbo had 
resigned his position as a member of the board. 

The TREASURER said that no appointment 
had yet been made. 

Mr. McDONNELL thought a di"cussion on 
that question was necessary, but he would not 
say any more on the matter at pre.~ent. l'iiany 
mumcipalities were to blame with regard to the 
heavy waterworks taxrs. If joint local authori­
ties had the business under their control, the 
exnense to the Government would be less. He 
thought--

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member is not 
in order, because Standing Order No. 313 states 
that-

After a question for omitting or reducing an item has 
been disposed of, a motion shall not be made nor 
debate allowed upon any preceding item. 

Mr. Me DON ALD rose to a point of order. 
He would like to know if any hon. member could 
spAak on the matter at all now. 

The CHAIRMAN : There is nothing to pre­
vent hon. members debating the main question, 
but they cannot refer to a ·previuus item. 

Mr. McDONNl£LL said l)e wished to reffr to 
different items, ·· 
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The CHAIRMAN : That is just what the 
hon. member cann•Jt do. We had a general dis­
cussion before the reduction of the vote was 
moved, and the hon. member is not in order in 
discussing a preceding item. 

Mr. SMITH : According to the Chairman's 
ruling, the Ayr tram way could be discussed till 
further orders. 

The CHAIRMAN : The matter of loans to 
local bodies can be discussed generally, but a 
former item cannot be discussed. 

Mr. McDONNELL asked what the indebted­
ness of the waterworks boards was. 

The PREMIER : The total amount was 
£474,000. 

Mr. McDONALD said a principle had grown 
up in connection with loans to local bodies, 
which required some explanation. This year the 
amount in this connection had been increased to 
£233,684. The Treasurer should say what was 
the ex<tct amount required for these works. 

The TREASURER: We cannot tell. 
Mr. RYLAND thought the Government had 

not been careful in the past in the matter. 'With 
revard to the Ayr tramway--

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber cannot discuss that now. 

Mr. RYLAND : The Government should be 
more careful of the taxpayers' money. It would 
be far better if the waterworks of the colony 
were under the control of municipalities. The 
waterworks boards should be done away with. 
The weight of tax!ttion in this respect was put 
on the poor man and not accor·'ling to valu!ttion. 
His remarks applied to tramways and guarantee 
railways as well. Sir Horace Tozer had said, 
" Borrow all you can, and all debts can be 
wiped out by repudiation." He had advised the 
Gympie council to borrow all they cunld, and to 
borrow often, but he (:Yfr. Ryl!tnd) did nut 
believe in his advice, and he had been laughed 
to scorn. ['l'he hon. member then rea<! a list 
of the amounts owing by municipal and shire 
councils to the Government on account of loan 
on the 30th of June last.] 

Mr. McDONALD (speaking from the front 
bench on the right hand of the chair) expressed 
his surprise at the hon. member f.,r Gympie 
reading a long list of figures, and declared that, 
if it were permissible to do so, he should almost 
be inclined to accuse the hon. member of stone­
walling. He also expressed his surprise at a 
member of the Labour party advocating repudia­
tion. 

Mr. RYLAND rose to a point of order. He 
said he did not ad voc!tte repudiation; he only 
suggested the possibility of it. 

Mr. MoDONALD continuing to speak from 
the front bench on the right hand of the chair, 

The CHAIRMAN said: Standing Order No. 
99 says-

Every member· desiring t.o speak shall rise in his 
place uncovered and address himself to Mr. Speaker. 
The hon. member is ridiculing legislation in 
speaking from thA place where he is now doing, 
and, to put himself in order, he should go to his 
own seat and address himself to the Chair. 

Mr. MoDoNALD : Which is my seat? 
The CHAIRMAN : There is the Standing 

Order, and it is my duty, I think, to call the 
hon. member's !tttention to any breach of it. I 
call on the hon. member to speak from his place, 
not from the seat he at present occupies. 

Mr. Me DON ALD : This was the first time he 
had bad a seat allotted to him, and he should 
like to know by what authority he was allotted 
a seat, how long he could occupy it, and when he 
could change it ? 

The CHAIRMAN : The seat of the hon. 
member is hiS accustomed seat, and I request 
that the hon. member will not persist in ms.king 
a farce of the proceedings. It is unbecoming, I 
think. 

Mr. McDoNNELL : Particularly at Christmas 
time. 

The CHAIRMAN : It tends to lower the 
dignity of Parliament. 

Mr. MoDONALD: He obj.;cted to being 
insulted by any man. When--

'.rhe CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Mr. McDO~ALD: ·when any man stated he 

made a farce of the proceedings he denied it. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order! 
Mr. MoDONALD : A man who said that 

said something which was not true. 
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will be 

seated. If the hon. member objects to my ruling, 
he will move that it be disagreed to. 

Mr. :MoDONALD: It was not the rule; it was 
the statement. 

The CHAIRNIAN : He has no right to con­
tinue to address the Chamber. 

Mr. McDON ALD: He wished to ask whether 
the Chairman was in order in stating-­

The HoME SECRETARY : Order! 
Mr. MoDONALD : Shut up! 
The CHAIRMAN : D,,es the hon. gentleman 

move that my ruling be dissented from? 
Mr. McDONALD: Yes. (After a pause.) 

What he disagreed with was not the Chairman's 
ruling, but his statement that he W!ts making a 
farce of the proceedings. 

The CHAIRMAN : Do you move that my 
ruling be disagreed to ? 

Mr. MoDONALD: What was it? 
The CHAIRMAN : That you are not in order 

in not being in your accustomed place. 
Mr. McDONALD: He would moved that the 

ruling be disagreed to. 
.. Mr. KIDSTON: The hon. member for Nundah 

spoke from this side of the House for half-an­
hour. 

Mr. McDONALD : The reason he moved that 
the ruling be disagreed to was because it was so 
absurd thar. it would bring the whole procedure 
into ridicule. There was hardly a member that 
maie a practice of speaking from a particular 
place. It was a common thing for hon. mem­
bers to shift all round. They talked all over the 
Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN: 'l'he hon. member is still 
transgressing. I have said he is out of order in 
spea.king from that position. 

Mr . .MoDUNALD: He h!td moved that the 
ruling be disogreei! to. 

The CHAIRMAN: But you !tre not still to 
continue to break the Standing Order; the hon. 
member must proceed to his place. 

Mr. McDONALD: Would the h'm. gentle­
man tell him, in the first place, where he was to 
sit? 

The CHAIR:\fAN : Order! The Standing 
Order said-

Every member desiring to speak shall rise in his 
place, uncovered. 
I cannot answer for the Standing Order. It is 
only for me to put it in force and prevent it from 
being broken. I call on the hon. gentleman to 
speak from his accustomed place. 

Mr. MoDONALD: He was-­
The CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Mr. BROWNE : Relating to the motion-­
Mr. MoDONALD: ·would the hon. gentle-

man wait a moment? He wanted to know where 
he was to go. ·would anybody tell him where 
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he was to go? Would any hon. member tell him 
if the Standing Order directed him where he was 
to go ? If so, he would go. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Perhaps it 
would be as wAll for him to read Standing 
Order No. 12-

The front hench on the right hand of the chair is 
reserved for members holding office under the Crown, 
and the front bench on the left hand of the chair, and 
the front cross benches on either side of the chair are 
ordinarily occupied by members who have held ~ffice 
under the Crown. 

The front bench and the front cross bench on the 
Opposition side had been occupied by hon. 
members during the last Parliament who had not 
held office under the Crown, for the simple 
reason that there were no members on that side 
who had held office under the Crown. Now, when 
he came into the Chamber, he "aw three members 
of the Opposition side of the House in occupation 
of the Treasury bench, and none of them had 
held office under the Crown. ThP~>e were the 
hon. members for Croydon, Cairns, and Gregory. 
If hon. members chose to make themselves 
ridiculous, and throw ridicule on and deliberately 
flout the Standing Orders, it was a matter for 
them. This was a Standing Order which could 
only be enforced by the good taste of hon. 
members themselves. It was one of the italicised 
Standing Orders. If hon. members chose to sit 
on the front Treasury bench or in any portion of 
the_House, he was inclined to think they were 
ent1tled to do so. It had been ruled in the 
House of Commons that members were entitled 
to address the House fron. the gallery. It was 
purely a matter of good taste. 

Mr. BROWNE agreed with the Home Secretary 
astothepracticeoftheAssembly. On 

[12·30 p.m.] several occasions recently hon. mem-
bers on both sides had addressed the 

House from the benches opposite to those they 
ordinarily occupied. The fact that members on 
his side had been sitting on the Treasury bench 
was because not a single Minister thoug-ht fit to 
be prese!"t. It mig-ht be a matter of good taste, 
but he mtended to support the motion of the 
hon. member for Flinders that the Chairman's 
ruling be disagreed to. 

.Mr. W. HA)IdiLTON ~aid that he disagreed 
w1th the Cha1rman's rulmg. The other night 
the hon. member for Bulloo and the hon. member 
for Carpentaria had both addressed the Com­
mittee from the Opposition side, and that morn­
ing the hon. member for Nundah had done the 
same thing. His reason for crossing the floor was 
to show that he thought it bad taste on the part 
of Ministers to be absent during such an impor· 
taut debate, and he wished to direct attention to 
their absence. The point had never yet been 
raised that a member had any particular seat. 

M~. LESINA said that the Chairman's ruling 
caused h_in;t a certain al!"ount of trepidation, 
because, 1f 1t was upheld, 1t would mean that if 
an hon. member changed his political views and 
crossed to the other side, he would have to obtain 
the consent of the Chairman as to where he 
should locate himself. It was a dangerous ruling 
and he intended to support the hon. member fo~ 
Flinders. He was thoroughly in accord with 
the Home Secretary that it was entirely a ques­
tion of good taste; but he did not think it was 
in the power of any official of the Committee to 
dictate where any hon. member should sit in 
the Chamber. The interpretation he put upon 
the Standing Order was that hon. members were 
to stand up when they addressed the Assembly. 
If the ruling was going to be sustained, it would 
lead to all sorts of difficulties. In New South 
Wales, members, instead of standing up, as they 
did in Queensland, in the positions which they 

usually occupied, advanced to the table and 
spoke from there. He saw no utility in the 
ruling. 

Mr. HIGGS was anxious to assist the Chair· 
man in maintaining order, but he thought he 
was wrong on the present occasion ; and he 
hoped the Chairman would withdraw his ruling. 
It would not be possible to put such a ruling in 
practice in the House of Commons, from which 
they got so many precedents. He understood 
one-third of the members of that body had not 
seats at all, and if a member wanted a particular 
seat for a certain evening, he placed his hat on 
the spot. The practice in Queensland was for 
members to sit wherever it was most convenient 
for them to sit, and he took it that the correct 
meaning of the Standing Order was that mem· 
bers must stand up when addressing the Chair. 
If the Chairman insisted on his ruling, it would 
he necessary to appeal to the Speaker. 

Mr. DUNSFORD was of opinion that the 
Standing Order meant that members must stand 
up when addressing the Committee. The 
enforcement of the ruling would lead to great 
confusion, and the liberties of hon. members 
would, to a great extent, be taken away. The 
Chairman gave his ruling without knowing that 
the hon. member for Flinders had not changed 
sides. 

Mr. KIDSTON quite disagreed with the 
Chairman's ruling. Several hon. members had 
spoken elsewhere than in their ordinary places 
in the Chamber, and hon. members might do 
that as a matter of convenience. He supposed 
the hon. member for Flinders had gone to the 
other side because he had been converted. 
After what had taken place that morning, he 
thought the hon. member for Flinders had some 
little reason to doubt the perfect partiality of the 
Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE (.ilfackay)regretted 

tbat the parliamentary institutions of the country 
were being gradually lowered. Instead of trans· 
acting business at that late period of the year, 
they were making a ridiculous farce of the whole 
thing. Parliament was being degraded by hon. 
merr.bers playing at being mountebanks night 
after night, at a time when, if they could not 
legislate, they might be in town with their 
children. If hon. members addressed the Chair 
from where they pleased, chaos would result. When 
bon. members crossed the floor to address the 
Committee, it showed that they desired to make 
parliamentary institutions ridiculous. It would 
substitute disorder for order, and would nob 
con duce to the despatch of public business. 

At 1 o'clock, 
The CHAIRMAN said: I shall resume the 

chair at 2 o'clock. 
The Committee resumed at the hour named. 
Mr. MAXWELL thought it was really time 

that the farce ended and that they came back to 
business. It would be advisable for the hon. 
member for Flinders to withdraw his objection 
to the Chairman's ruling. 

Mr. McDONALD did not wish to pres~ his 
motion, which he would withdraw on the under­
standing that the ruling was withdrawn. 

The CHAIRMAN : Is it the pleasure of the 
Committee that the ruling be withdrawn? 

Mr. STEW ART objected to it being with­
drawn. The ruling should not be permitted to 
form a precedent. He would draw attention to 
the rulee of the House of Commons on the 
subject of the occupancy of seats. [The hon. 
member here qtDted the rules of the House of 
Commons, providing that a member could sit 
anywhere in the House except on two front 
benches, provided he affixed a card to the seat 
subsequent to attendance at prayers.] The rules 
made it abundantly clear that there were no 
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reserve seats in the House of Commons, any 
more than there were in that Chamber. That 
being the case he was bound to support the 
motion of the hon. member for Fliuders. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL regretted that 
the time of the Committee had heen taken up 
with that discussion. He had never seen action 
similar to that taken by the hou. member for 
Flinders adopted except when the Honse had get 
into a demoralised condition, and then only in 
the early hours of the morning, and by way of a 
joke. " Gushing" said that the general rule was 
for m em hers to speak from their places, and not 
from passa,ge ways or at the table. An hon. 
member's place was where he usually sat, and 
from where he recorded his vote. He thought 
they ought to get back to serious business, and 
he hoped the hon. member for Rockhampton 
North would withdraw his objection. 

Mr. STEW ART: I will withdraw. 
Mr. FISHER pointed out that the rule in 

reference to hon. members speaking from their 
places was adopted in 1892, and was aimed at 
the then member for Bundanba, Mr. Glassey. 

Mr. McDONALD pointed out that the rule 
quoted from "Gushing" by the Attorney-General 
had no bearing on the case, because in America 
members were provided with seats and desks. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for 
Rockhampton North having withdrawn his 
objection we will now proceed with business. 

Mr. McDON ALD said it was distinctly under­
stood that the Chairman's ruling would be with­
drawn. 

Mr. STORY (Balorme) said that the difficulty 
had arisen during a lengthy speech bv the hon. 
member for Gym pie, Mr. Ryland. The.hon. mem­
ber for Cairns and one or two others had crossed 
over to the Government side, and there being no 
Minister preseni, the hon. member for Flinders 
adopted the role of Minister and remonstrated 
with members of the Opposition for wasting 
time. Up to that point the whole incident had 
been a bit of fun, but as hon. members became 
somewhat disorderly, the Chairman requested 
that they would not continue to occupy seats on 
the Government side of the House. After that 
request of the Chairman's, it was not very good 
taste for hon. members to continue to occupy 
their wrong seats. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member for 
Flinders has withdrawn his appeal, and the hon. 
member for Rockhampton North has withdrawn 
his objection, and I shall now put the question. 

Mr. KmsTON : Are we to understand that 
your ruling has been withdrawn? 

The CHAIRMAN : The motion of the hon. 
member for Flinders has been withdrawn. The 
hon. member for Rockhampton North has with­
drawn his objection, and I now propose to pro­
ceed with the ordinary business of the com­
mittee. 

Mr. JfrSHER : But your ruling stands. 
The CHAIRMAN : The disagreement to my 

ruling has been withdrawn. The ruling will not 
be enforced. 

Mr. RYLAND pointed out that it was the 
tendency of local authorities to, if possible, get 
away from their liabilities. He quoted from a 
speech made by the mayor of Gym pie in 1892, in 
which he expressed the opinion that a great day of 
repudiation would take place among divi,ional 
boards and mnnicipalities on account of the 
reduction of the endowment, and that when that 
day arrived the whole of the indebtedness would 
be wiped out. He thought the Government 
should show some discrimination in lending the 
money of the State. 

Question-Loans to local bodies, £233,684-
put and passed. 

DEEP SINKING. 
The SECRETAHY FOR MINES (Hon. R. 

Philp, Townsville) moved that £10,000 be granted 
for loans in aid of deep sinking. The vote was the 
same as last year. £5,755 had lapsed during the 
year. 

Mr. MAXWJ!JLL : The hon. gentleman 
recently made reference to a battery going to the 
Coen. Was that paid for ont of the prospecting 
vote? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes. 
Mr. JENKINSON asked if it was the custom 

of the department in every instance to get the 
opinion of the geologist before any money was 
granted in aid of deep sinking? 

The SECRETARY J!'OR MINES: That was 
the custom, except in a few instances in which 
the opinion of the warden was taken. 

Question put and passed. 
LOANS IN AID OF CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTION. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'l'URE 

(Hon. J. V. Chataway, Mackay) moved that the 
sum of £10,000 be granted for loans in aid of 
co-operative agricultural production. A similar 

sum was voted on the Estimates last 
[2'30 p.m.] year, but it was only drawn on in 

one case, that was the case of the 
Gympie Dairying Company. The imentio_n, 
when that vote was first introduced, was to assist 
farmers who wanted some sort of a factory, and 
who could give security for advances but were 
not able to raise the refJuired capital themselves, 
to erect flour-mills, rice-mills, etc. The only 
tangible proposal with respect to the vote at the 
present time was in reference to the erection of a 
flonr.mill at Roma. 

Question pnt and passed. 
WIRE·NETTING UNDER THE RABBIT BOARDS 

ACT, 1896. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

moved that the sum of £6,500 be granted for 
wire-netting under the Rabbit Boards Act of 
1896. The amount was considerably less this 
year, as it was anticipated that less netting 
would be required. 

Question put and passed. 
ENDOWMENTS TO HARBOUR BOARDS AND PORTS. 

The TREASURER moved that the sum of 
£176,255 be granted for endowments to harbour 
boards and ports for harbour improvements. 
The items in that vote were in every case 
revotes. Last year £246,764 was voted, but only 
£70,000 was spent, and the only two cases in 
which the full amount of the endowment was 
drawn were Cairns and Port Douglas. 

Mr. GIVENS asked why there was no endow­
ment for the Cairns harbonr this year? 

The TREASURER: They spent the money 
last year, and will now have to work on their 
harbonr dnes. 

Question put and passed. 
DEBENTURES UNDER SUGAR WORKS GUARANTEE 

ACT OF 1893. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

moved that the sum of £134,600 be granted for 
debentures to be issued under the authority of 
the Sugar \Vorks Guarantee Act of 1893. There 
were three sums mentioned in the vote amonnting 
to £24,600, for which debentures were issued 
or about to be issued under the Act. There 
were two other items to which he wished to 
make special reference-namely, the item of 
£45,000 for the J ohnstone River mill, and 
£65,000 for the Russell River mill. In those cases 
legislation would be required, as they were entirely 
outside the amending Act, which limited the 
amount for which debentures might be issued to 
.£500,000, and the necessary legislation would 
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be introduced accordingly. The late Hon. T. J. 
Byrnes made a promise that provision would be 
made for a mill at the Johnstone River, and 
he (Mr. Chataway) thought it was desirable 
that he should ask the House to allow him to 
carry out that promise. The £500,000 for which 
debentures might be issued would not provide 
sufficient to complete the mills enumerated in 
the vote and those alrPady authorised, and bring 
them into a state of efficiency, so that he would 
have to ask Parliament to make a further pro­
vision of £15,000 or £20,000. 'With regard to the 
Russell River mill, the department had pre­
liminary reports upon the land, which stated 
that the land was exceedingly good land, and the 
centre a favourable one for the establishment of 
a mill, but they were not yet in possession of full 
reports. 

Mr. MoDONALD understood that there was 
a sum of £35,715 arrears, of interest, and a sum 
of £52,'706, arrears of redemption, in connection 
with those mills, and wished to know if the 
Government were doing anything to see that the 
intere~;ts of the State were protected. 
* The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The position of the mills in so far as the reduction 
of the original loan and the payment of interest 
were concerned showed a considerable improve­
ment. In 1897 they earned on their capital 
5'1 per cent.; and in 1898, 9·1 per cent. ; and 
they paid in interest in 1897, £5,196; and in 
1898, £11,000. The repayments for the present 
year were scarcely in yet, but during the last 
three days the depart_ment had received £2,149 
from the Mosman mill; £1,800 from the Mul­
grave mill; and £2,456 19s. lld. from the Gin 
Gin mill, which altogether was almost as much 
as they got for the whole of last year. The 
Jl:fi!'!'ter, while not desiring to e•cape respon­
srbrhty, would have to be largely guided by 
the House as to what should be done in cases 
wh~re the mills were largely in arre1>rs with 
therr payments. The Moreton mill, which was 
not only in arrears in the payment of interest 
but which had also got hopelessly into debt: 
the department had foreclosed on, and they were 
now running the mill and working it at a 
profit ; and it was hoped that by this time next 
year they would have paid off the arrears, and 
be able to hand the mill back to the ,,hareholders 
if they so desired. The Proserpine Company 
wa.s also in a very bad way; they had paid no 
interest this year, the crop having been nearly 
entirely destroyed by the frost. The yield was 
something less than 1,000 ton", but next year 
they should make 2,800 tons. They ·had 
petitioned the department to send up a manager 
and inquiries were now being made as to what 
course should be adopted. 

Mr. GIVENS was acquainted with the situa­
tions of the proposed mills at the J ohnstone 
and Russell Rivers, and could honestly say that 
there was every prospect of the mills being 
a success. When the Sugar Works. Guarantee 
Act was passed in 1893, the then Premier made 
a distinct promise that no Chinese, Javanese or 
other coloured aliens should be allowed to ,;ork 
in the mills ; but that promise had been broken 
by his successors. The Mosman Central mill 
Company had indented lOO Japanese direct from 
~a pan, and the Mnlgrave Company were employ­
mg ,Japanese at the cane carrier, simply because 
they did the work ;J:d. a ton cheaper than white 
labourers. He hoped the Government would do 
everything in their power to discourage the 
employment of Asiatic aliens of any kind in 
connection with the work in central m'ills. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
}Vitb regard_ to the employment of Polynesians 
m central mrlls, that matter was in everybody's 
hands, and before he was a politician he had done 

everything he could to prevent them being so 
employed. The employment of Japanese was in 
a so mew hat different category, because it was not 
against the law. There were some mills situated 
at long distances, like the Jliiosman, which he 
cuuld not help having sympathy with, as they had 
a difficulty in getting labour. Japanese were not 
coming here now, and when tLe time of those 
who were here expired they would go back, and 
he believed that within the next three or four 
years the trouble and unpleasantness of coloured 
labour working in the mills would be a thing of 
the past. At any rate, he would do everything 
he could to prevent the employment of coloured 
labour of any description inside a mill. 

Mr. LEAHY noticed that provision was made 
on the ~ote for some new mills, and he thought 
that was a matter that deserved serious con­
sideration. He did not object to assist the 
sugar indust.ry, or any other industry, ptOvided 
the State could see its way to get its money 
back. But at the present time the sugar in­
dustry in Queensland might be said to be 
trembling in the balance, and it was doubtful 
whether it was going to succeed. Everybody 
was agreed that in the near future, whether by 
legislation or the scarcity of labour in the 
islands, Polynesians would gradually disappear 
from the sugar plantations, and if that labour 
was abi<olutely necessary for the production of 
sugar, in order to make it pay, was it not absurd 
to launch out into the expenditure of those large 
sums of £40,000 and £60,000 on central mills? 
The Minister should give the Committee an 
assurance that if that money was voted now it 
would not be expended until it was sanctioned 
in the form of a Bill, and unless the hon. gentle­
man was prepared to do that he did not think 
the Committee should be prepared to allow the 
amounts to pass. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
had already explained that legislation would be 
required to sanction the expenditure of that 
money, and he wuuld certainly not recommend 
the Treasurer to expend it until it was authurised 
by Parliament. 

Mr. LEAHY : ·wm this money be spent until it 
is authorised to be spent? 

The TREASURER : Certainly not. 
Mr. GrVENS: How long will it be before the 

Bill is introduced? 
The TREASURER: I can bring it in next week. 
Mr. LESINA ( Olernwnt): There wereJ avanese 

working in the central mills at Mulgrave, Goondi, 
and Mourilyan, and he believed that some time 
ago the hon. member for Herbert, Mr. Cowley, 
said that it would be necessary to introduce 
coolies. 

Mr. COWLEY: No. 
Mr. LESINA: He remembered that the hon. 

member pointed out to a deputation that waited 
upon him that coolies would be a reliable kind of 
labour. 

HoN. G. THORN: The whole question of the 
sugar industry required to be thrashed out, and 
he thought the industry was doumed in Queens­
land so long as bounty-fed sugar was allowed to 
come in as it did. He was glad the promise had 
been given that none of that money would be 
expended without further legislation, as he did 
not think the Government would ever see the 
£500,000 already loaned under the Act. 

Mr. LESINA asked if the Minister was 
aware that the Mosman mill, which was down 
for £12,000 on the vote, had imported Japanese 
to work in the mill ? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He had nob heard that-that was the case. 

Question put and passed. 
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RAILWAYS-Gl'IINERAL ESTABLISHMENT, 
The SECRETARY:FORRAILWAYS(Hon. 

J . .Murray, Norrnanby) moved that £2D0,010 be 
granted from loan for railways-general establish­
ment. There were a few increases in the Yote 
to a number of clerks ar,d other officers in the 
various branches included in the vote. They 
were principally classification increases. 

Mr. LESINA noticed that the Commissioner 
in his report stated that the department had 
paid £2,826 14s. 3d .. for 1 acre 1 rood 34 perches 
of land at Brunsw1ek street, Bulimba Reach. 
Did the Government actually pay that price per 
acre for land? 

The SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: It 
depends where it is situated. It may be worth 
£10,000 per acre in the centre of the city. 

Mr. LESIN A noticed also that £193 had been 
paid for an acre on the Hughenden-Winton ex­
tension, and £1,767 for an acre on the South and 
North Rockhampton line. He wanted in that 
connection to urge the imposition of a better­
ment tax to secure to the State a share of the 
increased.value put upon land through railway 
constructiOn. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS was 
sure. that there was no case in which the C')m­
missioner had given more than its value for land 
resumed for railway purposes. 

Mr. McDONNELL brought up the matter 
of the resumption of a piece of land for the 
Bulimba line, from J ohannah Maloney. The 
award given iu that case by the arbitrator had 
been very much less than the value of the land, 
and the owner had no remedy, as under the Act 
there was no appeal from the valuation of the 
arbitrator where it was less than £500. In every 
case where the award had been above that 
:1,mount, and appeal had been made to the 
Supreme Court, the valuation had been increased 
by 50 per cent. In the case to which he had 
referred, the owner of the land had for three 
years declined to accept the arbitrator's award, 
£380, and the money was &till in the hands of the 
arbitrator. In justice to property-owners the 
Government should next session introduce an 
amendment of the Act providing for legal redress 
in cases where the arbitrator's award was less 
th8n £500. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS had 
had all the papers in the case mentioned by the 
hon. member before him, and had brought the 
case under the notice of the Commissioner, who 
assured him that he had no power under the 
Act to give more for the land than the arbi­
trator's award. He promised to consult with the 
Commissioner again, and if injustice was done 
under the Act to see what could be done to 
amend it. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Whilst amending the 
Act the ho_n. ge1_1tleman would, he hoped, give 
wme cons1deratwn to the proposal of the hon. 
member for Clermont. In or,e case in Rock­
bampton the owner of land claimed £10,000 and 
had been awarded £120. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The principle was very largely acted upon. He 
was aware of the case mentioned in which the 
owner claimed £10,000, and the arbitrator set 
down the value of the land at £120, and that 
was all the owner got, 

Question put and passed. 
ENGINEERING BRANCH-SOUTHERN DIVISION. 
The SRCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 

moved that £253,950 be granted from loan for 
engineering branch, Southern division. There 
were some considerable increases on that vote. 
There was £15,000 down on account for the exten­
sion of wharf, etc., Racecourse to Pinkenba line; 

but of that £5,000 was a re vote. The estimate 
to complete the scheme was £60,000. For the 
Central Station buildings £35,000 was asked for 
on account. The amount of £10,000 on account 
for new railway offices on last ytar's vote lapsed, 
and did not appear on the Estimates this year, 
as the work would not at present be proceeded 
with. £20,000 was down for new workshops at 
Ipswich, and it was intended to increase them 
to a very great extent. It was estimated that 
£125,000 would be required for the purpose, and 
for machinery another £50,000. £15,000 was asked 
for deviations and alterations to curves on tbe 
Main Range, and another £15,000 for alterations 
to grades, including a bridge at Sadlier's Crossing 
on the line from Ipswich to .i{osewood. The 
Chief Engineer's estimate for alterations at 
Maryboruugh wos £34,200, and £11,500 was 
asked for in that vote. For deviatiom and 
relaying on the Maryboroug-h-Gympie line 
£32,500 was asked for, and £G,250 for extension 
of steel spans, Burnett Bridge. There was 
£20,000 down for miscellaneous works, including 
water supply, but the details of the vote were too 
voluminous to read. 

Mr. KERR admitted that the department 
could not at present enter largely upon the con­
struction of locomotives, but they were in a 
position to construct carriageR and wagons, and 
they should take the matter up. 

TheSECR:BJTARYFOR RAILWAYS: The 
matter had been fully considered by the Com­
missioner, and it was found that at the present 
time they could get the work done more satis­
factorily by private contract. The department 
devoted more attention to repairs. 

Mr. McDONNELL asked the reason for the 
withdrawal of the vote for new railway offices? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There was a good deal of work of that descrip­
tion g-oing on, and it was thought for better to 
have those works coming on in regular succes­
sion. It was just possible that next year they 
would be able to make a start with these offices. 

Mr. McDONNELL : The necessity for those 
offices had been pointed out again and again, and 
it was surely as great now as it had been some 
years ago. 

Mr. CAMPB:BJLL: The hon. member deserved 
credit for standing up for Brisbane as he did, 
but as a man also identified with Brisbane he 
was satisfied with the omount of buildings pro­
vided for on the Estimates at the present time. 

Mr. ::\f cDONNELL did not object to necessary 
works being gone on with in other parts of the 
colony, but he protested against the action of 
the department in withdrawing the money for 
necessary works in Brisbane from the Estimates. 

Question put and passed. 
ENGINEERING BRANCH-·CENTRAL DIVISION, 
TheS:BJCRB~TARY :FORRAILW A YSmoved 

that a sum not exceeding £65,100 be granted 
from loan for engineering branch, Central divi­
sion. The vote included £10,000 on account for 
a high level bridg-e over the Dawson River, 
which was estimated to cost £30,330. 

Mr. K:BJRR asked whether it was intended to 
go on with the promised work at Alpha? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes. 
Mr. STEW ART protested against several of 

the works promised in the vote being charged to 
loan. 

Mr. HARDACRE advocated the employment 
of day labour in ~onnection with deviations and 
reductions of grades. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS said 
most of this work was being done by day labour. 

Question put and passed, 
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ENGINEERING BRANCH-NORTHERN DIVISION. 
TheSECRETARYFOR RAILWAYS moved 

that a sum not exceeding £98,850 be granted 
from loan for engineering branch, Northern 
division. 

Mr. KIDSTON pointed out that in this loan 
vote there was a sum of £8,000 for renewals to 
bridges and miscellaneous works on the Cairns 
line; and in the Estimates-in-Chief, page 89, 
there was a sum of £5,000 for rebuilding the 
Dawson, Comet, and N ogoa bridges. In both 
cases the works were of the same character, but 
in the one case they were charged to loan, while 
in the other case they were charged to revenue. 
He thought it would be better to put down the 
items in such a manner as to clearly distinguish 
between works properly chargeable to loan and 
works properly chargeable to revenue. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
thought it might be well to act on the sugges­
tion made by the hon. member. 

Que,,tion put and passed. 

GENERAL EXPENDITURE. 
TheSECRETARYFORRAILWAYSmoved 

that a sum not exceeding £172,500 be granted 
from loan for general expenditure. 

Question put and passed. 
ELECTRIC TELEGRAPHS. 

The PREMIER moved that a sum not ex­
ceeding £45,000 be granted from loan for electric 
telegraphs. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed ; the CHAIRiiiAN reported 

progress, and the Committee obtained leave to 
sit again on Wednesday next. 

ASSENT TO BILLS. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 

messages from His Excellency the Leiutenant­
Governor, assenting to the following Bills :­
Marsupial Boards Act, 1897, Continuation; Legi­
timation; Railways Acts Amendment; Public 
Service Act Amendment; and Mount Morgan 
Gas and Lighting Company, Limited. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER moved that the House, at 

its rising, adjourn till \V ednesday next. 
Question put and passed. 
The PREMIER: I move that this House do 

now adjourn. The Government business on 
Wednesday will be Estimates, Supplementary 
Estimates, Loan Bill, and Appropriation Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at twelve minutes to 4 

o'clock. 

Questions. 




