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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Fripay, 22 DECEMBER, 1889,

The SpeEakeR (Hon. Arthur Morgan, Warwick)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPERS.

The following papers, laid upon the table,
were ordered to be printed +—
Further correspondence respecting despatch
of additional troops to South Africa.
Further correspondence respecting future
administration of British New Guinea,.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questions.

QUESTIONS.

LEASES OF THE CHILLAGOE RAILWAY AND
MiNgs, LIMITED.

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns) asked the Secretary for
Mines—

1. What ordinary leases outside of the special 2,000
acres held under the Mareeba-Chillagne Railway Act
are held by the Chillagoe Railway and Mines, Limited ?

2. Are not a number of ordinary leases adjoining the
special leases, and aggregating 840 acres, held in the
name of Jno. Moffatt P

3. Are not these 840 acres of ordinary leases held by
Mr. Moffatt as trustee for the Chillagoe Railway and
Mines, Limited ?

4. Were not these leases {which are named first,
second, third, and so on up to the twenty-seveuth)
applied for in July of last year?

5. Has any work been done on these leases ?

8. If they are not held on behalf of the Chillagoe
Railway and Mines, how is it that exemption has been
granted on them on the groand that the necessary
labour to man the leases is being concentrated on rail-
way construction¥

7. Is it not a fact that, although they are held in the
name of Jno. Moffatt, the Chillagoe Railway and Mines,
Limited, has issued a map showing these ordinary
leases as being the property of the Chillagoe Railway
and Mines ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. R.
Philp, Townsville) replied—

1. Sixty-five leases, comprising an area of 1,285 acres.

2. Sixty-five leases were applied for by John Moffatt,
transfers to the Chillagoe Railway and Mines, Limited,
being lodged at Mines Office on 16th November, 1899,

3. Leases were applied for by John Moftatt, the appli-
cations not showing they were for the company.

4. Applications for leases named first, second, third,
and so on up to twenty-seven, were lodged on 27th
May, 1898.

5. No.

6. Answered in the above replies.

7. No map issued by the company furnished to the
department.

‘“ GARDEN OF QUEENSLAND.”

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders) asked the Secre-
tary for Agriculture—

1. Has there been a book published by the Govern-
ment called the “ Garden of Queensland » P

2. If g0, who was the author ?

3. What was the cost of sime?

4. Was the author in the Government service ?

A. If 50, is it true that he had six months’ leave of
absence on full pay ?

6. What was the amount paid him for such work ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R.
Dickson, Bulimba), for the Secretary for Agri-
culture, repligd—

1. The book referred to was not published by the
Government, but a nummber of copivs were purchased on
Government account.

2. The author was Mr. George Essex Evans.

3. £400 was paid for 10,000 copies.

4. Mr. George Essex Evans was and still is district
registrar at Toowoomba.

5. Mr. Evans was granted leave of absence for six
weeks from 14th November, 1898, to which he was
entitied under the Public Service Regulations. The
leave was subsequently extended to the end of
February. 1899, making three and a-half months in all.

6. No payment has been made by the Government
other than the £100 above referred to.

FACTORIES AND SHOPS AcT.
Mr. McDONNELL (Fortitude Valley) asked
the Home Secretary—

Is it his intention to extend the provisions of the
Factories and Shops Act to those places recommended
by the Chief Inspector and other inspectors in the
Chief Inspector’s report for 18989

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.F. G.
Foxton, Carnarvon) replied—

The whole question of pxtension of the Act is now
under consideration.
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QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE.
LEASE or BarnoN FarLis.

Mr. GIVENS (Catrns): I desire to ask the
Attorney-General, without notice—Whether itis
true that, in addressing the electors of BEnoggera
last night, he said that the issue of the lease of
the Barron Falls to the Chillagoe Railway and
Mines, Limited, had the approval of all the
local authorities of Cairns? and, if so, will the
Government lay on the table of the House the
official approval of those local authorities ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. Rut-
ledge, Maranoa) replied—What I said was that,
when the Home Szcretary went up, after nego-
tiations had been pending, he went up accom-
panied by the mayor of Cairns and members of
local bodies ; and although there was at first a
feeling of opposition to the granting of the lease,
yet that feeling had turned round in favour of
granting the lease. I referred to the matter to
show that everything that had been done in the
r(]inatter had been done in the fullest light of open

ay—

Mr. GIveNs : Nothing of the kind.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : And with
the knowledge of influential persons.

MOTION ¥FOR ADJOURNMENT.
TRANSVAAL CONTINGENT.

The SPEAKER (Hon. A. Morgan, Warwick) :
I have received from the hon. member for Dalby
an intimation of his intention to move the ad-
journment of the House this afternoon in order to
call attention to a matter of urgent public import-
ance—namely, the insufficient steps about to be
taken by the Government to secure the presence
in South Africa of those Queenslanders who are
both able and willing to take part with the Im-
perial forces in the military operations against the
South African Republic and the Orange Free
State.

* Mr. BELL (Dalby): I am taking this course
with the consent of my leader——

Mr. SPEAKER: Do I understand the hon.

member to move a motion ?

Mr. BELL: T intend to move a motion.
The SPEAKER : Is the motion supported ?

Not less than five members having risen in
their places in support of the motion,

Mr. BELL: I move this motion with the
consent of my leader, and I bring is forward
because it has been strongly in my mind for
some time that, in regard to the crisis taking
place in South Africa, this colony is being
represented very inadequately, and not at all in
proportion to the desire which exists among a
great many inhabitants of Queensland., When
the first contingent was despatched from Queens-
land, it was rigorously confined to men who

had passed through the Defence Force, and-

although offers came from all parts of Queens-
land of men who were capable horsemen, good
shots, and useful bushmen, their services were
rejeeted by the Brigade Office on aceount of the
fact that they had not actually qualified in drill.
‘Within my knowledge, a man from the Mitchell
district, one of the best horsebreakers in the dis-
trict, an athletic man, and an admirable bush-
man, volunteered to go and take a couple of
horses, but owing to the fact that the man had
not any certificate of drill, his services were re-
jected ; and there are within my knowledge many
other similar cases. Without taking an alarmist
view of the situation, or dwelling unduly on what
has happened, it will be admitted, I think, that
the proceedings in South Africa are of such a
character as to make every man in this com-
munity take a very Jively interest in them. That
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interest undoubtedly is diffused throughout this
community, and I regret that the practical
expression of it that is being shown by the
Government is limited to a contingent of 150
men. It may be said that 150 men repre-
sent the proportionate quota of Queensland
towards the federal contingent, and no doubt
that is so; but as a matter of fact New South
Wales is contributing a great deal more than
her quota. I believe her proper proportion is
about 450 men, and she is sending, I believe,
740 men ; and it seems to me, therefore, that as
New South Wales is so impressed with the
gravity of the situation as to exceed her proper
quota, there iz no reason why the Queensland
Government should not take some similar action.

The SPEAKER : T understood that the hon.
gentleman intended to confine himself to one
specific subject. He advised me that he proposed
to draw attention to the apparently insufficient
steps being taken by the Government to secure
the presence in South Africa of those Queens-
landers who are able and willing to take part
with the Imperial forces in the military opera-
tions now being carried on there. I gather from
the hon, gentleman’s remarks that he thinks the
contingent which it is proposed to send from this
colony to South Africa is insufficient in number.
That, however, is a matter that has already been
determined by the House.

Mr. BELL: I am not quarrelling with the
determination of this House to send a contin-
gent of 150 men. What I am doing—and I
submit I am in order in so doing—is to suggest
that, irrespective of the determination which has
been arrived at to send 150 men, the Government
should, over and beyond that, take steps to
assist those other members of the community to
whom I have referred, who are prepared to go
out and take part in the operations in South
Africa. That I submit is entirely within the
terms of my communication to you, Sir, and not
in conflict with the determination of the House
already arrived at. I may put my argument in
another way. The House has authorised the
Government to send 150 men, It is perfectly
within the province of any hon. member
at any subsequent period to get up and
say that events have subsequently arisen
and are now arising which warrant the Govern-
ment in taking further steps tn assist other
men who are desirous of going to South Africa.
I was endeavouring to show that New South
Wales was contributing more than her proper
quota, and that therefore the argument which
might be used by the Queensland Government if
they chose to use it—I do not think for a
moment they would—that they should confine
themselves to sending 150 men—that argument
would not really apply. It is within the know-
ledge of many hon. members that a great num-
ber of good bushmen possessing their own horses,
men able to use a rifle, are prepared to go to
South Africa if they receive some assistance
from the Government in the matter of transport ;
and I suggest that the Government should be
prepared to transport to South Africa men who
can pass a medical examination—limiting the
number if you will—who possess the qualifi-
cations I have described.

Mr. JacksoN: Would their services be ac-
cepted 7

Mr. BEL!.: The hon. gentleman has put a
pertinent question. One of the things which
prompted me in moving the motion is the fact
that in the newspaper Press of yesterday, I
think, I saw that Mr. Chamberlain had stated
that he was prepared to take men of the typel
described, men who are good bushmen, good
horsemen, but who need nob necessarily have
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been members of any drilled force, And I
believe the fact that he mentioned that point is
a distinct indication of the gravity with which the
Imperial Government view the situation in
South Africa. General Sir Redvers Buller has
been authorised to raise there corps of men for
mounted work, and I venture to say that no
capable man offering himself for enlistment in
those corps will be rejected merely because he
happens not to be a drilled man. I believe some
of the best fighting material we have in Queens-
land hapvens to be undrilled material ; but the
great thing is to get the material out there ; and
1 believe that both on the voyage and at some
depdt in South Africa the men we shall be able
to send will soon be licked into shape, and
at sn early date be able to make an effective
appearance in the field, I hope the Chief Secre-
tary and the hon. gentleman at the head of the
Government will tuke a liberal view of this sug-
gestion : that those men, representing all that is
typical of good bushmen in Queensland—men
who are prepared to go with their own horses to
Soath Africa—will receive encouragement from
the Government, and that in this crisis in the
history of the British Empire Queensland will
not act in a grudging manner.

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp Townsville) :
I sympathise with the hon. member for Dalby in
his remarks, but he should have made his speech
dealing with the matter two days ago, when
the House unanimously carried a motion that a
certain number of additional men should be
sent to South Africa. When this motion was
before the House, the hon. member for Dalby
asked whether these men would be confined to
drilled men, and I said, ‘‘ Certainly not,” but
that what were wanted were good horsemen and
good shots. I do not think the position has
changed in the last two days.

Mr. GIveNs : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : Personally I do not think
we should grudge sending more men to South
Africa, if they were wanted. We ought to par-
ticipate with the other colonies in sending men
to South Africa. 'We were invited by the other
colonies to send a quota of 150, which we have
raised to 160, I think weare doing our share up
to the present in this respect. If the other
colonies wish to send more men, I thiok we
should be justified in joining with them in send-
ing another contingent. We have engaged a
vessel for these 160 men and 175 horses, I am
sure the selection will not be confined to trained
men, if we can get good riders and good shots,
because I think the bushmen of the colony are
the best meu to send.

Mr. F1sHER : Who selects them ?

The PREMIER : The Acting Commandant ;
and I think he will do his best to get the best
possible men.

Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South): I am as-
tounded at the hon. member for Dalby bring-
ing in this motion now, which practically
amounts to a vote of censure on the Govern-
ment. It is no use pretending that it is his
overflowing loyalty that induces him to do this,
because the hon. gentleman had his opportunity
the other day, when the motion that 160 addi-
tional men should be sent came on. The hon.
member should have raised any objection then,
if he thought that a larger number of men were
necessary to be sent, or that more freedom
should be given to the Goovernment in the matter
than the Governmentasked for. Thisside of the
House was in accord with themotionmovedby the
Premier on that day. Now the hon. member
for Dalby comes down, as he says, with the con-
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sent of his leader, and brings forward this
motion. I was under the impression that,
considering the state of business in the House,
everything would be done to facilitate the busi-
ness of the country, with the object of closing
the session as early as possible. Instead of that,
the hon. gentleman comes down with a motion
which, if it were fully debated, would lead to
hours of discussion. Surely the hon. member for
Dalby understands that every hon. member has
the right to freely debate such a matter as has
been submitted by him, and that would take
all day. The hon. member, I think, is taking
an unfair advantage of his position and of the
expression of opinion given to him by his leader.
The Premier has stated that the men to be sent
will not be confined to drilled men, and that
other good horsemen and good shots could be
selected. It is only fair to ask the hon. member
if he is prepared to do anything of the sors him-
self, or does he stand here as an exponent of the
view of certain persons who have made applica-
tion to him? Are there numbers of people who
have communicated with the hon. member with
the object of getting assistance in this way to go
out to South Africa? If so, why were they not
able to communicate with the head of the
Government? That would have been a far
better method of dealing with the matter.
In that case the Government would have been
able to come fo the House and say that they
wanted more power in order to send men who
were good horsemen and good shots, Instead of
that, we have the hon. member coming down
with a sort of a motion for adjournment, which
the hon. member knows will be absolutely
ineffective, and when the hon. gentleman finishes
by withdrawing his motion, he will not be able
to get any expression of opinion from hon.
members whether they are in favour of the
Government taking the desired action or not.
No doubt he will then pose as a patriot and say
that he is the one person who has said that
the Government were not capable of looking after
their own business. Thehon. member’s action is
anunprecedented way of doingthings. He had his
opportunity two days ago, and he did not avail
himself of it. He says Queensland is only send-
ing a small proportion, as compared with the
other colonies ; but, seeing that a great deal of
discussion arose throughout the Awustralian
colonies when the last contingent was being sent
away, to the effect that it would be more effec-
tive if an Australian contingent were despatched,
than if each of the colonies sent their own con-
tingents in proportion to the population of each
colony, I do not see what he has to complain of.
Now, the hon. member said the number of men
to be sent was not enough. Does he contend
that the sending of a federal contingent is
wrong ?

The SPEAKER: Order! I would point oub
to the hon. member that the general question of
sending troops to South Africa is not now before
the House. The only question that can now be
discussed is whether sufficient steps have heen
taken by the Government to secure the presence
in South Africa of those Queenslanders who are
able and willing to take part with the Imperial
forces in the military operations now being
carried on there. The discussion must be con-
fined to that subject alone.

Mr. TURLEY : The hon. member for Dalby
pointed out the complications that had arisen in
South Africa, and that Sir Redvers Buller had
been authorised to raise certain troops, and that
he was under the impression that men would not
bs rejected because they were not drilled. That
may be so, but what the hon. member was
aiming at has been met by what his leader has
said—that they are not confining thejr selection

“
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to men who have only been drilled in the corps
of Queensland. They are prepared
[4 p.m.] toacceptpeople from outside who are
prepared to go. The hon. gentle-
man apparently thinks that is not sufficient. I
would point out that the hon. gentleman has
brought forward a motion, whether he in-
tended or not, which will have the effect of
wasting a considerable awmount of time, and
which does not give him or the Government the
opportunity of ascertaining the views of hon.
members as to whether they are in favour of it
or not.

Mr, ANNEAR: What about the waste of time
last night ?

Mr. TURLEY : There were matters that
came before the House last night that should
have taken four or five days to discuss ; but we
allowed them to go through in one night. It is
always the same at the end of the session.
Business comes before this House which affects
every person, which means the spending of
£2,000,000 or £3,000,000, and goes through in
the course of three or four hours, while other and
less important matters are discussed for some
considerable time. I wish to point out that we
had such matters before the House last night as
the Police Superannuation Fund, which may
involve the country ultimately in a matter of
£500,000 ; but coming on in the early hours of
the morning it was not able to bLe discussed.
The fact of business coming on at the end of the
session prevents members from giving it that
real discussion that it deserves, I do not think
for a moment that the Government are sheltering
themselves behind the hon. member for Dalby ;
but that the hon. meusber has taken advantage
of some expression which was used by the
Premier, and interpreted it in his own liberal
manner.

* Mr. J. HAMILTON (Cook): This is not the

time for party recrimination.

Mr. TUuRLEY : There is no party recrimination
in it. .

Mr. J. HAMILTON : 1 feel sure that there is
ne hon. member in this House who would dream
of doing such a thing at this juncture. We are
all desirous of upholding the honour of the
British flag. Whatever interpretations may be
put on the action of the hon. member for Dalby,
we know very well that it is promopted by
patriotism. We know he intended no vote of
censure on the Government. The fact of him
sitting behind the Government is fact proof of
that. In this instance he has actually consulted
the Government. Thereis evidently some slight
misunderstanding.

The PrREMIER : About the selection, not about
the matter itself.

Mr, J. HAMILTON : It is not a vote of
censure. The Government decided, and we all
agreed, to send a certain number of men—a
certain number of drilled, disciplined men—who
were to be paid by the Government. This is a
different matter altog:ther. This is to allow the
Government, in addition to that, to send a cer-
tain number of men provided their passages are
merely paid. I do not quite agree with the hon.
member in one thing-—namely, that it is not
necessary that the men who go should be drilled.
1t is far more desirable to get men who are
drilled and who can ride and shout than men
who can ride and shoot without being drilled.
If this motion is carried it will be desirable to
get the best men we can, who are possessed of
all the attributes necessary for such a force. In
connection with this matter, I suggest that no
one be allowed to go nuless he is of the full age
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of twenty-one years. We know what Napoleon
said : that men under twenty-three or twenty-
four years of age simply help to fili the hospitals.
Mr, KipsTox : He is dead.
Mr. J. HAMILTON: His opinion dead is

worsh far more than the opinion of the hon.
member alive, I am sure we are all imbued
with the same idea, and will not descend to any
party recrimination. The Acting Commandant
is sendiag round to the eommanding officers
throughout the colony, asking what men feel
inclined to volunteer. I suggest, in addition to
that, that advertisements be put in the various
newspapers—I am sure the newspapers are suffi-
ciently patriotic to put them in without any
charge—stating the qualifications required (drill,
riding, and shooting), the number of men that
the Government desire, and asking those who
possess these qualifications and are desirous of
enlisting to send in their names and details of
qualifications. The result of that will probably
be that we shall have a far larger number
of applications than if we simply confine our-
selves to the method now adopted. It isevident
that the larger the selection there is, the better
men we shall probably get. There is one thing
in connection with this that I should like to
mention. We can get Lee-Enfield rifles from
Sydney. We have a Whitworth rest, and it is
only necessary to fix it up. That can be doneat
a cost of about £30 or £40. Major-General
French and Colonel Umphelby, the winner of
the Queen’s prize in Victoria, in reply to letters
from me, say they have found them to answer
splendidly for testing the sighting of rifles. To
show how necessary it is to test rifles, I will
read an extract from what has been written
by Mr. Jeffrey, one of the best rifle makers in
the world—

As regards the shooting of the -303 nilitary rifle, we

have found that only about two or three vifles oub of
ten are capable of hitting a man 200 or 300 yards off if
aimed straight to the object. We have tested hundreds
of these rifles, and find that they show from 4 inches
to 6 inches right at 100 yards, and that at 300 yards
from 12 inches to 15 inches. With rifies like these
our soldiers would stand a very poor chance in skir-
mishing against continental troops, whose rifies are
usually correctly sighted. Just for the sake of saving
6d. or 1s. on each rifi» our Government do not take
any steps to test the accuracy of the weapons turned
out by them. It is truethat they fire a few shots from
a fixed rest from a certain proportion of the rifies that
they manufacture, but thev do not trouble whether
the hullets hit the mark aimed at so long as they
group closely on the target.
Therefore I suggest that our Whitworth rest be
set up immediately at some place, and that all
the rifles be tested. It can be done at a cost of
a few shillings apiece, and then each man will
have a good reliable weapon.

Mr. KIDSTON (Rockhampton): The hon.
member who has just sat down says this is not
the time for party recrimination. I think hon.
members on this side of the House have shown
within the last day or two that they are quite of
that opinion.

Mr. J. Hamiovron : Hear, hear !

Mr. KIDSTON : Hon. members opposite know
quite well, and it is a natural thing, that the
party who are getting their own way are always
very apt to charge the other side with party pur-
poses.

Mr. J. Hauroron : No one has charged that.
I have not charged it.

Mr. KIDSTON : Some hon. members eppaosite,
with many hon. members sitting on this side of
the House, are, as a matter of policy, opposed to
Australian troops being sent out of Australia.
They also know that we have recognised the
gravity of the situation in which the Imperial
authorities have found themselves in South
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Africa, and in view of the present position of
the Empire, we have waived our personal
opinions, and joined in a patriotic attempt to
help the old country.

My, J. HamioTon : Hear, hear !

Mr. KIDSTON : If any men in this House
can lay a claim to patriotism on this oceasion,; it
is the men who are giving up their personal
opinions on a question of policy. I quite agree
with the hon. member for Dalby that Australia
might have sent more men. If Australia is
guing to make a pretence of taking up the
burdens of Empire—which she unquestionably
is doing at this time—then her contribution to
the army in South Afriea should have been—
not 1,000 men, but 10,000 men. 1 am quite
aware that many persons would have serupled
about sending 10,000 men, who are throwing up
their hats over the despatch of 1,000, Bust, while
I am of that opinion, I cannot help recognising
that the Government of Queensland, in sending
the present contingent, have done what they were
asked todo. They are quite willing, probably, to
do more, and they show no grudging spirif in
giving what they are asked, but they have given
what they were asked. Under the circumstances
I do not think the Government can, in reason,
be expected to do more in the matter., To give
more than is asked in a ca<e of this sort is really
passing a sort of vote of censure on ths Imperial
Government. Itis tantamount to telling them
that we know their requirements better than
they do themselves. There is not the slightest
occasion for hysterics. The hon. member for
Dalby is inclined to be a little hysterical—alittle
panic-stricken—in this matter. It would show
more loyalty—it would at least show more
strength of character—to place more dependence
on the Imperial Administration. It isnot neces-
sary for men to lose their heads in this way
because British arms in South Africa have met
with a temporary check. I admit the situation
is grave, bus surely, while admitting that, we
may believe that we have men equal to dealing
with even such a grave situation as the present.
I have no doubt at all that the men who have
the control of affairs in South Africa will ulti-
mately show that they are capable of retrieving
the reverses which have been met with. There
is another point, which was referred to by the
hon. member for South Brisbane, and that is
this: If this motion had been moved from this
side of the House it would have been said that
we were trying to take the business out of the
hands of the Government.

Mr. Cowrry : No, I am sure it would not.

Mr. KIDSTON : It was only the other even-
ing, when a motion of this kind was moved, that
it was pointed out that to carry it would be to
defeat the Government, and turn it out of office.
I would like to know from the hon. gentleman at
the head of the Government whether he accepts
this as a motion of want of confidence, aund
whether, in the evint of its being carried, he will
resign, and advise the Lieutenant-Governor to
send for the hon. merber for Dalby.

Mr, ANNEAR : Hea might send for a worse man.

Mr. KIDSTON : There are worse men in this
House. I have no complaint to make on that
score. I am only pointing out the situation—
that if this House carries this motion, it will bea
vote of censure on the Government, and, if the
Government aceept the motion, they will admit
their incapacity to deal with the situation, and
have to be publicly instructed by the hon. mem-
ber for Dalby ; and, although under the circum-
stances, they might not feel called upon to resign,
they would require to take the hon. member for
Dalby into the Ministry in some way or other,
so that they could get the benefit of his superior
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abilities without risking apublicdefeat inthis way.
I would like to know from some member of the
Government whether they look upon this as an
attempt on the part of the hon. member for Dalby
tooust them from office. There is anotherquestion
which should be asked, seeing that the matter
has been raised. We shall probably be disband-
ing in a few days, and going back to our homes.
Now that the matter is uander discus-ion it
would be well if the Government would give the
House to undersiand what policy they intend to
pursue in the future in this respect—or, whether,
when we come back-—for I recognise that there is
a possibility of it—ws may have to blame the
Government for again taking aciion without
consulting Parliament. It might be as well for
the Government to give some indication of what
they intend to do in the event of such a con-
tingency arising.

Mr. COWLEY (Herbert): While giving the
hon. member for Dalby credit for the very best
intentions, I think he has made a slight mistake
in moving this motion.

Mr. DawsoN: Why not let well alone?

Mr. COWLEY : Perhaps the hon. member
will cor.trol his own followers, without endeavour-
ing to control me. I have not sworn allegiance
to the senior member for Charters Towers, and T
decline to be dictated to by the hon. member.

Mr. Dawsox: I would be sorry to have you
as a follower.

Mr. COWLEY : While I give the hon. mem-
ber for Dalby credit for the best intentions, I
think he has made a slight mistake. I wish to
point out to him this fact—that when the war
broke out in South Africa, colonial men of the
very character whom the hon, mewmber wishes
to send offered their services to the Imperial
Government, and since General Buller went out
they also offered their services to him, and he
stated that at that juncture he was not prepared
to accept them, What the Imperial Government
required was thoroughly drilled, disciplined, and
trained men. I would say in passing that,
whilst not depreciating in the very slightest the
hon. member for Dalby, or the class of men he
wants to send, that both on the frontier of Cape
Colony and on the frontier of Natal, men of the
very character and description which he wishes
to send are to be found in abundance, with this
additional advantage that they have experience
of the country, and know both the lanzuage of
the Dutch and of the Kaffir, and therefore are
much more valuable than any men who might be
sent from Australia, unless they are thoroughly
trained and disciplined.

Mr. BELL: Why are they calling for this class
of men now ?

Mr. COWLEY : They are calling for discip-
lined troops ; and what I wish to point out is,
that the very class of men which th2 hon.
member desires to send are to be obtained there,
if the Imperial Government are willing to accept
their services. I do not wish to prolong the
debate, because I know there is a great deal of
business to be done to-day, and I sincerely trust
that after the expression of opinion we have had
from the Premier the hon. member will with-
draw his motion.

Mr, SMITH (Bowen): I am inclined to think
that the hon. member for Dalby is quite right in
calling attention to the fact that there are many
young men in the colony who are not drilled, but
who would yet bs admirably suited for service in
South Africa. Af the same time I think that,
all other thivgs being equal, preference should
be given to the drilled men, because unless they
are drilled to move in bodies it is difficult to
manceuvre, as anyone knows who has any know-
ledge of troops. What I wish to emphasise ig
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that it would be well if the Government were to
give a chance to young men who wish to volun-
teer in places where there is not an orvdinary
company of the Defence Force at the present
time. 1 think it would be well if the call for
volunteers were more widely known thsn it can
be through commanding officers. I have had
communications from young men who would be
willing to volunteer, but who do not know how
to go about it, and [ am of opinion that if the
intimation were a little more general throughout
the colony the Government would get plenty of
drilled men to volunteer for this service.

* Mr. BELL, in reply: 1 merely wish to say
that T am sorry that the innocent motion which
I have brought forward should be made the
occasion for some decidedly disagreeable criti-
cisms with regard to myself. it was only
about two days ago that, in talking with the
Acting Commandant, I heard from him that his
intention was that these 150 men should be
raised from men who were already in the mounted
infantry or the infantry of the Defence Force.
It then crossed my mind that it would be a
lamentable thing that men who were in every
respect suitable for enlistment should be debarred
from representing Queensland, merely because
they happened not to have been drilled. Since
this discussion has taken place I have had a
conversation with the hon. gentleman at the
head of the Government, and I learn that it
has been decided to get these 150 men, not
necessarily from men who have been drilled,
but from all over the colony. I am very
glad to hear that that is so, because it will
certainly give the military authorities a better
selection. But over and above these 130, I
should still like to see the Government assisting,
by providing passages, men who pass a doctor’s
examination, and who possess a horse, and who
are realy to go to South Africa. I regret that
in addition to these 150 men we have not drawn in
other respects upon our regular forces. I am
very sorry that our permanent battery of artillery
is not being despatched to South Africa, I say
this, not from what an hon. member on the other
side termed hysteria, for I think that everything
is going to end properly in South Africa——

The HoME SECRETARY: Why the permanent
artillery, and not the field artillery ?

Mr. BELL: I should like to see the field
artillery go, but I have been so sat upon for
what has already been said that it seemed
wiser to refrain from further suggestion. I
should like to see the permanent and the field
artillery as well go to South Africa, not because
I view the present position of affairs with alarm,
but because th: work thsy would do, and the
experience they would obtain in South Africa,
would be more to them than a coupls of years’
drill in Queensland. I hope that later on, if the
state of things in South Africa does not im-
prove, the Government will take steps to further
the passage to South Africa of that excellent
muterial in Queensland which exists in abund-
ance, but which does not happen to be drilled.
I hope the hon. gentleman at the head of the
Government is seized of what I really mean.
‘With the permission of the House I will with-
draw the motion.

Motion,; by leave, withdrawn.

RAILWAYS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

CONSIDERATION OF COUNCIL’'S AMENDMENTS.
COMMITTEE,

On the new clause, proposed to be inserted by
the Council, as follows :—

2 This Act shall be deemed to have commenced and
taken effect on and from the twentieth day of Decem-
ber, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine, and
to that extent shall have retrospective operation,

1555

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R.
Dickson, Bulimba) moved that the amendment
of the Council be agreed to. This Bill was
introduced for the purpose of continuing the
engagement of the Commissioner for Railways
for a period of twelve months, which was reduced
by the Committes to ten months; and it was
understood that the whole question of the
management of our railways should be brought
before Parliament as early as possible next
session, The engagement of the Commissioner
terminated on the 20th of this month, and the
amending Bill extending his engagement was
not passed by the Council till the 21st, so that
there was a hiatus of one day between the period
when his engagement terminated and the time
when, by statute, his engagement was renewed,
and the amendment proposed by the Council
was to cover that small interval, and to make the
engagement of the Commissioner date from the
period when his original engagement expired.

Mr. FISHER (Gympie) : The necessity for that

amendment was the best illustration
[4:30 p.m.] they could have of the mistake the
Government made in delaying that

measure to such a late period of the session.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : But for recent events
these Biils would have been before the House
some weeks ago,

Mr. FISHER: Why were they not before
the House weeks ago? The Government surely
had control of the business paper! Here an
important Bill was brought down two or three
days before the close of the session when it was
necessary to put it through in one day, and they
found that it required to be amended by the
Legislative Council to make it retrospective to
cover a period that had not been provided for.
He only desired to add that the amendment was
a necessary and a purely formal one.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed ; and the CHAIRMAN re-
ported that the Committee had agreed to the
Council’s arrerdment. .

The report was adopted, and the Bill ordered
to be returned to the Council.

PUBLIC SERVICE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
CONSIDERATION OF COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT.
COMMITTEE.

On new clause, to follow clause 1, as follows :—

This Act shall be deemed to have commenced and
taken effect on and from the sixteenth day of Decem-
ber, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine, and
to that extent shall have retrospective operation.

The CHIET SECRETARY said the amend-
ment found necessary in that Bill arose through
a similar defect to that which had been referred
to in the previous Bill, except that the interreg-
num to be provided for covered a period between
the 16th December and the present time. He
moved that the Legislative Council’s amend-
ment be agreed to.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed ; and the CHAIRMAN re-
ported that the Committee had agreed to the
Council’s amendment.

The report was adopted, and the Bill ordered
to be returned to the Council.

MOUNT MORGAN GAS, ETC., BILL.

CONSIDERATION OoF COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT.

On the Order of the Day being read for the
consideration in corumittee of the Legislative
Council’s amendment in this Bill—

Mr, CALLAN (Fitzroy) said : Mr. Speaker,—
I move that you do now leave the chair.

Mr. HIGGS (Fortitude Valley): When this
Bill came before the House the other day, I was
absent on municipal council business, otherwise
1 should have opposed it, As I wish to oppose
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it now, I again reiterate that I consider all these
pubhc services, which are in the nature of
monopolies, should be in the hands of public
bodies. I hope, therefore, that though this is at
a somewhat late stage, the House will throw the
Bill out by voting against the motion thatyou do
now leave the chair,

Question put ; and the House divided :—

Ayrs, 38.

Messrs. Philp, Chataway, foxton, Dickson. Dalrymple,
O'Connell, 3Murray, Grimes, Touth, Lord, Stodart,
T. B. Oribb. Forsyth, Bridges, Fisher, Leahy, Dibley,
MecDounell, Stewart, Story, Petrie, Mackintosh, Forrest.
Dawson. Jenkinson, Maxwell. Lesina, Browne, Moore,
J. Ilamiiton, Jackson, Glassey, Callan, Smith, Cowley,
Stephenson, Givens, and G. Thorn.

Nozs, 2.

Messrs. Higgs and Ryland.

Resolved in the affirmative.

COMMITTEE,

Mr. CALLAN moved that the Legislative
Council’s amendment be agreed to 1t was
simply the substitution of the word *‘ company ”
for *‘ corporation.”

Mr. FISHER (Gympie) agreed that the
amendment was a formal one, but he took that
opportunity of pointing out that clause 29 gave
ample power to the local authority to take over
the works whenever they thought necessary.

Mr. HIGGS would like it to be expluined how
the municipal council could take over the
works, and what was likely to be the price they
would be asked to pay when it was proposed to
take them over.

The CHATRMAN : I may point out to the
hon. member that we have before us an amend-
ment by the Legislative Council. We cannot
discuss another portion of the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Mr. CALLAN moved that the Chairman leave
the chair, ancl report that the Committeeagreed to
the Legislative Council’s amendment.

Mr. HIGGS : It was a matter of regret that
his side bad such a small minority on the recent
division. He did not expect that the majority
of members would vote against the Bill, but he
deemed it necessary to oppose the wmeasure,
because, although in the wminority, he believed
the time was not very far distant when the rate-
payers of the colony in the various wards and
divisions would recognise that those services,
which were now in the nature of a monopoly,
should be taken over by pubhc bodies.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in referring to that question
on the motion that I do now leave the chair.

Question put and pxssed.

The report was adopted, and the Bill ordered
to be returned to the Legislative Council.

JOINT COMMITTEES,
Couxorr’s MESSAGE.

The PREMIER: I beg to move that the
following message be returned to the Legislative
Council :—

The Legislative Assembly, having had under con-
gideration the message of the Legislative Couneil, of
yesterday’s date. relative to the countrol of the Parlia-
mentary Buildings, and refreshment-rooms and
library during the recess. beg now to intimate that
they concur in the vresolution contained in that
message.

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE.

The TREASURER (Hon. R. Philp, Towns-
ville): : 1 move that you do now leave the chair.

Mr. McDONNELL{ Fortitude Valley): T asked
the Home Secretary to-day this question—

Is it his intention to extend the provisions of the
Factories and Shops Act to those places recommended
by the Chief Inspector and other inspectors in the
Chief Inspegtor’s report for 16937
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The hon. gentleman’s reply was that the whole
question of the extension of the Act was under
consideration. This matter was_brought up last
year at the end of the session, when a somewhat
similar answer was given. ~That is the usual
stereotyped answer given, in my opinion, to
evade the question that has been asked. Over
twelve months ago the Chief Inspector of
TFactories recommended an extension of the Act
to places which are now outside the boundaries
of the districts proclaimed. In the report of
that officer for 1898, he states—

During my visit to the outside distriets I ermsulted
each inspector as to any extension or alteration of the
boundaries of their respective distriets which would,
in their opinion, be an improvement on the present
boundaries for the purposes of the Act, and, for the
information of the Minister, I beg to quotle the result
of these inquiries. The principal large works outside
Townsville are the Ross River Meatworks, about four
miles out; North Queensland Meut Export Company’s
works, seventeen miles out. These works eivpioy at
certain seasons about 500 men, and use fourteen
boilers.

A few miles outside Rockhampton are the Lake’s
Creck works, employing 800, while along the Central
line, of convenient access therefrom, are about sixtecn
works, emploving a total of about 60 persons.

I beg to refer to the report of the inspector at Bun-
daberg on this subject, and to endorse his recommenda-
tions thereon.

The inspector at Bundaberg states in his report—

Some anomalies, owing to boundary fixed, were soon
apparent. bakers and butchers outside the municipality
delivering within same, and when called upon to
comply, taking no notice ; another anomaly being that
all the large centres of employ, such as Millaguin
refinery, Bundaberg foundry, gasworks, three sawmills,
brewery, two distilleries, employing between them in
all about 300 hands all the year round, are all outside
present boundary. If it is intended to obviate the
above state of affairs, I would propose that the boun-
dary be as at present, with the addition of that portion
of Subdivision No. 3, Woongurra Division, which ineludes
Millaquin refinery, Bunduberyg dstillery, brewery, and
sawmills, commonly called Bast Bundaberg; also that
portion of subdivision 1 of portion 2, parish of Goobur-
rum, which includes the foundry; also all that portion
of the parish of Gooburrum commonly called Noith
Bundaberg. I think these additions would meet all
requirements and bring a large number under the
benefits of the Act.
During the discussion of the Estimates in 1898
this matter was urged on the Minister in charge
of the Estimates at that time because according
to the provisions of the Factories and Shops
Act of 1890, section 3—

1. This Aet shall apply only to such localities as are
declared by the Governor in Council, by proclamation in
the Gacetle, to be a distriet or distrets for the purposes

of this Act.
* * * * * #* *

3. The Governor in Counecil may, by proclamation as

aforezaid, revoke, vary, or alter any proclamation
published under this section,
I say that during the discussion of the Estimates
last year this matter was urged by myself and
orher mewbers on this side ; 1t was brought up
again the last day of the session of 1898, and the
hon. gentleman who at present fills the position
of Home Secretary promised to consider the
matter. On the 4th of Jast June T waited on the
hon. gentleman and pointed out the necessity for
the extension of the provisions of the Act to
those districts.

The HoME SECRETARY : In the middle of June.

Mr. MCD()NNLLL Yes, it was in the middle
During the discussion of the
Estimates thm year the matter was again brought
under the notice of the hon, gentleman. I said
to him—

There is one matter you might refer to—that is the
extension of the provisions of the Act.

Of course that is the Factories Act. The hon.
gentleman then said—

There were difficulties with regard to that—diffi-
culties as to the selection of the particular localities
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which should be brought under the provisions of the
Act. The matter had besn under consideration for
some weeks.

That was on the 21st November last.

The HOME SECR®TARY : Last month.

Mr. MoDONN#LL: A month ago. This
matter has been under consideration evidently
for over twelve months. It is pointed out
clearly in the report of the Chief Inspector that
these places are immediately outside the
boundaries of districts, particularly in Bunda-
berg, where the Act is at present 1n operation.
The hon. gentleman has the power in his hands
to alter the boundaries; and I am sure that any
person who is desirous of extending the benefits
of the Factories Act, little though they may
be, would say that those places should at once
be brought under its provisiims. It is stated
in the report of the Rockhampton inspector that
a large number of boys who are refused em-
ployment in Rockhampton, boys of tender age
who cannot be employed under the provisious
of the Act, can go to the Lake’s Cresk meat-
works and tind employment there. I think
if there is one thing more than another that
this Act is urgently required for it is to pro-
tect the youth of our colony, and to prevent
them being allowed to go out to work before
they are of a certain age, because it is a well-
known fact that in many cases those boys
and girls who go out to work at a tender
age receive practically to remuneration for
their labour, and I think it is unfortunate
that whilst we have an Act on the statute book
which prevents the exploitation of the youath of
our colony in this respect the authorities have
not yet seen their way to extend its provisions to
di~tricts where it should have been in operation
for some years past. I say now, at the close of
the session, because this is the last opportunity
we shall bave of bringing up the subject this
year, that the hon. gentleman ought to be able to
come down and definitely state whether he is
prepared to extend the provisions of the Act to
those places which are recommended by his
own inspectors. If he is nos prepared to do that
he ought to be prepared to tell us, because the
answer given to-day, in my opinion, is simpiy an
evasinn, seeing that the master hasbeen under con-
sideration for the last fourteen or fifteen months.

I do not think it can be a satisfac-
[5 pm.] tory answer to those hon. gentlemen
who represent the localities to which
the inspecror refers in his report. I may say
that when I brought this matter up last year,
the hon. member for Bundaberg emphasised the
necessity for the extension of the provisions of
the Act to that district, and he and I, at that
time, were of opinion that, when the next sessinn
came round, tha provisions of the Act would he
extended to that and other districts mentioned
in the inspector’s report. I do not wish to take
up the time of the House at anv great length on
this mnatter, but I will say this: That the Act is a
great benefit, to young people especially, and
it is very necessary to include the places
now exempt from its provisions. I understand
the Act is urgently required to apply to those
men working in sugar refineries and meatworks,
In the sugar refineries there are large quantities
of machinery, and the sanitary arrangemeuts
there are not in the condition they might be in.
The same remarks apply to meatworks, and I
have been informed by men who have worked
in these works that the sanitary arrangements
there are in a deplorable condition. There will
be no trouble in extending the provisions of the
statute to these works, and it is our duty to
insist on the Government doing that.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G.
Foxton, Carnarvon): 1 am not surprised at the
hon, member’s attitude towards me, when he
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says that the answer I have givenis nothing
more or less than an evasion. I say it is the
simple truth. The matter is still under
consideration, Thehon. member is correct when
he says that the matter has been under con-
sideration for a long time, but I have not been
able to get a!l the information I desired. Fora
large portion of the recess I was away, and
when the Estimates were on-—1I think on the 21st
November—I told the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley that the matter was then being con-
sidered. The hon. member has evidensiy for-
gotten the political episode which has since inter-
vened, during which the party he supports were
in power and did nothing. Had thatepisode not
intervened, I might have been prepared to cairy
out the recominendations of the Chief Inspector;
but T am not quite certain what those recom-
mendations are. I have not had an opportunity
of consulting with Mr. McLay, because he has
been away. Ie has returned to-day, but I have
not yet an opportunity of consulting with him
on the matter as to what action should be
taken.

Mr. Hices : When are you going to appuint
the additional inspector ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Ido not know
until I consult Mr. McLay. The hon. member .
for Fortitude Valley, I understand, thinks that
my answer to his question is simply an evasion.

Mr. MoDoNNELL : That is my opinion.

The HOME SECRETARY : Well, the hon.
member is welcome to that opinion. He is
perhaps unable to see that the circumstances
whiehn I have alluded to have prevented mefrom
doing anyrhing in the matter until t»-day, and
Mr. McLay has not been available since I gave
the hon. member the information I did. I told
the hon. member when the Hstimates were on
that there wounld be difficulties with regard to
some of Mr. McLay’s recommendations, because
he has not made it quite clear what they are.
He gives a list, which apvarently emanates
from the report of one of his subordinates. I
wish to clear this up; whether he recommends
that certain isolated districts mentioned should
be brought in—they are scattered throughout
the colony and are not connected wirh an
present proclaimed districts at all. If they
are recommendarions, I will give them serious
consideration. With regard to the extension
of the boundaries, the only question is where
these boundaries should g», and, as it is a
somewhat difficult thing to arrive at boundaries,
it may be necessary to call in the assistanecs of
the Surveyor-General, so that the boundaries
may be technically and properly described. Tt
is easy to describe the boundaries of towns like
Bundaberg and Rockhampton. Of course I do
not expect to satisfy the hon. member for Forti-
tude Valley, but I hope I have satisfied other
hon. members who are more reasonable than
he is.

Mr. GLASSEY (Bundaberg): T certainly do
not wish, at this late stage of the session, to prolong
this discussion, and { hope it is the intention of
hon. members to conclude the business of the
session to-night or to-morrow morning, so as to
enable hon. members, who live at_a distance, to
reach their homes as soon as possible. But Tdo
say this, that I hope the Home Secretary will
delay no longer in seeing that the suguestious
made in the Chief Inspector’s report—which are
supported by his subordinates —are carried
out, 80 that the provisions of the Act will be
exrended to those important works in my district.
It must be obvious to the Howe Secretary that
the Factories Act, to be of any service, ought
to include all the chief industries of the
colony. Take a large factory like the Millaquin
Refinery where, during almost the whole year,
there are nearly 200 men employed, and where,
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I am bound to confess, without any unnecessary
feeling, that the sanitation is not what it should
be. T think the time has not only come, but
has long since come, when the provisions of the
Act should be extended so as to include those
works, and other works in that particular locality.
If the hon. gentleman will read the report of the
inspector for that district he will see that the
boundaries which, in the judgment of the inspec-
tor—who, I presume, ought to he the best judge
—ought to constitute the boundaries of the dis-
trict are defined. That has been brought under
Mr. McLay’s notice, and he embodies it in his
report for 1898, This is not the time for recri-
mination, aud I do not wish to indulge in it}
but I hope the hon. gentleman will pardon me
for pressing on him the necessity of adopting the
report of his subordinate officer, and put the law
in force by extending its operations and the
boundaries within which it is to be in force in
accordance with the representations which have
been made by the sub-inspector. I hope the
Minister in charge of this particular department,
and this_most important branch of that depart-
ment, will, at any rate, see that the boundaries
are extended to include the various industries,
and the people who are engaged in those indus-
tries, and give them that protection which the
law intended they should receive, but which they
have not, unfortunately, up till the present
received.

The HOME SECRETARY : I may be per-
mitted a word in personal explanation. In
regard to some of these areas, I have asked for
exact descriptions of the boundaries, but, as yet,
I have not got them.

Mr., GrassEv: Mr. Caulfeild lays it down
dissinetly.

The HOME SECRETARY : I am notspeak-
ing of Mr. Caulfeild.

Mr. KIDSTON (Rockhampton): With regard
fo the remarks of the hon. member for Bunda-
berg, that this is not the time for recrimination,
and that we should endeavour to get the business
concluded this evening so as to permit hon. mem-
bers to get away to their homes for Christmas, I
should just like to point out that, unless this
House adjourns to-night over the holidays, none
of us who live any considerable distance away
will be able to get to our homes for Christmas.
Consequently, if this House does not adjowrn at
6 o'clock, or, at the latest, this evening, there will
not need to be any hurry at all, and there will not
be any occasion to cease from recrimination,
because, if we are not going to get away to our
htnmes, we may as well make up our minds to
stay,

Mr, STEWART : Sit here and recriminate,

Mr. McDoNALD : Some will not be able to get
home now.

Mr, KIDSTON : The Home Secretary is just
the kind of gentleman who leads members on
this side to recriminate. He has a certain
manner that is apt——

The HoME SECREPARY : I was blamed, and I
replied.

Mr, KIDSTON: I do not complain. Wthat
I wish to particularly ask the Home Secretary
is, why it is, in the administration of this Act,
that the important faciory of Lake’s Creek
should have been left out of the boundaries
which take in all the other factories in the
Rockhampton district ? A great deal of com-
plaint has been made locally in the matter.
There are a very large number of boys employed
there, and the sanitary conditions of the places
where the employees have to live are certainly
of a very unsatisfactory character. Sometimes
they are quite as bad as_ in any other factory in
Rockha.rgptpn, and, at times, worse. Complaint
is made in Rockhampton that, while boys who

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

seek employment in the factories there have to
undergo inspection and comply with the other
condittons of the Act, yet, if they go to Lake’s
Creek, they are free from the supervision of the
Act. Lake’s Creek is only three miles from
Rockhampton, and sometimes there are 1,000——

The Home SECRETARY: It is outside the
boundary ?

Mr. KIDSTON: Yes. Itis evenoutside the
boundary of North Rockhampton ; although it is
so near. 1 presume that when this Act was
passed, it was not with the idea of looking after
the towns, but with the idea of looking after
the factories, and it does not seem to me that
there is any good reason why, in defining the
boundaries, the most important factory in the
district should have been left out. As I have
already said, there are sometimes 1,000 people—
men, girls, and boys—employed at Lake’s Creek
under conditions, sanitary and otherwise, that
ave far from satisfactory. I should like to know
from the hon. gentleman whether he has any
intention of bringing this, the largest and most
important factory in the district, and in some

- respects, I believe, the mest badly arranged

factory~—badly arranged in respect to the condi-
tions under which the employees have to work
and live—under the operations of the Act. It
is very much to be desired, on its own account,
apart from the complaint which has been made
that it is unfair to the other factories in Rock-
hampton.

Mr. STEWART (Rockhampton North) : 1 sup-
port the hon. members who have just spoken, in
their desire that the operations of the Factory
Act should be extended to the wvarious meat-
works, sugar refineries, and so forth. The excuse
offered by the Home Secretary for the non-exten-
sion of the Act to the meatworks at Lake’s Creek
seems to be a peculiar one. Apparently, had it
not been for the recent invasion of the Treasury
benehes by the Labour party, this Factories Act
would have been extended, not only to the Lake’s
Creek works, but to several other places. We
have been told recently of a great many excel-
lent things that would have been done if the
Labour party had not rudely stepped in and dis-
turbed the Govermment in its zeal for reform.
The Electoral Reform Bill would have been
passed.

Mr. ANKEAR: You blocked that.

Mr., STEWART: It suits the hon. member
to say that we blocked that Bill. As T have
said, we rudely invaded the quiet seclusion of the
Treasury benches, and now we are being blamed
for any delay that takes place. That is very
childish on the part of the Home Secretary, if
he will permit me to say so. He has had this
question before him for nearly two years.

The Houe SecrrTary: That is not correct.
I have ouly been in office twelve months.

Mr. STEWART : Well, the hon. gentleman
has had it before him all the time he has been
in office, and his predecessor had it before him,
and took no action. Itseems passing strange that
just when the Labour party jostles the hon.
gentleman and his companions off the Treasury
benches everything was ripe for an extensicn of
the Act. That may appear very well in print.

The HoME SECRETARY: You are not quite
right yet,

Mr., STEWART : Oh, then, it was not the
advent of the Labour party that hindered the
extension of the Act, and the excuse put for-
ward by the hon. gentleman was not a correct
excuse ?

The HoME SECRETARY : Yes, it was.

Mr. STEWART : Will the hon. gentleman
tell us the real reason why the Act has not been
extended to these places? Twice the hon.
gentleman’s inspectors have advised that the Act
should be extended to the Lake’s Creek Meat-
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works. I would like to ask the hon. gentleman
what his inspectors are for? Are they not his
eyes and his ears? Does he not send them out
to see that the Act is properly administered ?
Does he not require them to advise him upon
the administration of the Act, and does he not
pay attention to uny suggestions they may
make? Is it not the very purpose for which
the inspectors are there? Yet we have the
Chief TInspector recommending the extension
of the Act in 1898, and this year Mr. Hammond,
the inspretor at Rockhampton, makes the same
recommendation, but nothing has been done.
The hon. gentieman creates what appears to
me to be an imaginary difficulty. He says
that Lake’s Creek works are situated outside
the municipal boundaries. That is true. They
are not only outside the municipal boundaries
of Rockhampton, but they are outside the
municipal boundsries of North Rockhampton ;
but I make bold to say that any surveyor could
give the hon. gentleman’s department a correct
description of the boundaries of those particular
works in one day. All the hon. gentleman has
got to do Is to wire up to some surveyor in
Rockhampton, and the surveyor could make
a survey, send his report to Brishane, and
have the whole thing finished in a week—or,
at the very outside, a fortnight. I trust the
hon. gentleman will carry out the spirit of the
Act. There are a large number of employees
engaged at the Lake’s Creek Meatworks, who
are, I am informed, under the age allowed
by the Act. As has been pointed out by the
inspector, boys who are not permitted to be
employed in any of the factories in the town of
Rockhampton, for the simple reason that those
factories are under supervision, go down to
Lake’s Creek, and whether they are under age
or not, whether they are physically fit or unfit,
they are immediately taken on. I am told that
the demand is so great that even the female
sex has had to be drawn upon to supply the
demand for labour. This last fact appears to
make the case for the extension of the Act all
the stronger, If the girls, as well as the boys
are engaged there, then the sooner the hon.
gentleman’s inspectors are sent to those premises
the better it will be for all concerned. I trust
the hon. gentleman will carry out the promise
he has made.

Mr. McDONNELL : He made no promise.

Mr. STEWART: I understood the hon,
gentleman to make a kind of promise—if not a
direct promise ; but he ought to state distinctly
to the House what he means to do. If he does
not, the position will be a most unsatisfactory
one. At any rate, I gathered from the hon.
member’s remarks—although he was not as
definite as he ought to have been—that it is his
intention to extend the operations of the Aect
to the places in question,

The HoME SECRETARY: To some of them
certainly.

Mr. STEWART : T am particularly interested
in the Lake’s Creek Meatworks. Does the hon.
gentleman intend to extend the Act to those
works ?

. The HowmE SECRETARY: That is my present
mtention.

Mr. STEWART : I am quite satisfied with
that. Now there are other works exactly
opposite to Lake’s Creek works on the other
side of the river. They are much smaller works
than Lake’s Creek, but doing the same kind of
work. I believe they also employ a number of
boys, and that the sanitary conditions there
also require attention. I trust that very soon
the hon., gentleman will extend the operation of
the Act to the places mentioned.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) : I am surprised that
on a motion of this character the suggestion has
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not been made that the extension of the opera-
tions of the Act should be held over until we
appoint a Royal Cowmission to inquire into the
matter, and take some action about ten years
hence. It is customary now, when any question
of public importance is raised, and there is a
possibility of its being attended to, for the sug-
gestion to be made that a Royal Commission
should be appointed, consisting of certain poli-
tical bangers-on of the Government. By that
means legislation is delayed, and time is wasted.
I am astonished, indeed, that the Home Secre-
tary, who 1s not altogether sympathetic in the
administration of the Act, has not made the
guggestion,

The HoME SECRETARY: That is not correct.

Mr. LESINA : The impression is abroad that
the hon. gentleman is not administering the Act
sympathetically, and therefore I should not have
been surprised it he had suggested the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission. However, the
hon. gentleman may do that later on. Another
argument which I expected to hear used is that
we might very well leave the matter over for the
Federal Parliament to deal with. Those are
two stock arguments which are becoming popu-
larised in this House—that whenever an bon.
member draws attention to some matter that
requires remedying, either we must refer it to
the Federal Parliament, or else we must appoint
a Royal Commission consisting of political
hangers-on of the Government,

Mr. ANNEAR : Is the hon. member for Bunda-
berg a hanger-on of the Government.

Mr. LESINA : The hon. member for Bunda-
berg would not be on such a commission, and it

will be remember:d that when the
[5°30 p.m.] hon. member for Bundaberg did act

onacommissinn he didnot receive his
pay, which was tn his credit. I believe that the
provisions of the Act should be extended to the
places recommended by the inspector, who bases
his recommendations on the reports sent to him
by the district inspectors. The inspector has
recommaended an alteration of the boundaries in
certain cases, and has embodied that recommen-
dation in his annual report, which bhas been
submitted to the Government and to the
House. If the Home Secretary was in sym-
pathy with the Act, and cared to bring the
matter before the Xxecutive Council, he could
easily get the necessary alterations made in the
boundaries of districts, so as to take in meat-
works and other places which it is desirable
should be under supervision. The thing is very
simple, but the hon. gentleman who is in charge
of the department has discoverrd many diffi-
culties in the way of doing it, and has said that
it would be necessary to call in the Surveyor-
General in order to define the boundaries. That
may be true, but I would point ont that the
district inspector at Bundabrrg recommends
certain boundaries which will take in certain
sugarworks,

The HomE SECRETARY : No; he does not.

Mr. LESINA: I thought he did. At any
rate, he makes recommendations, and those
recomm: ndations arebrought before the Minister,
and it appears to me that they could be easily
carried out without any great loss of time or
waste of money. It seems to me that thereis
not that sympathy manifested by the depart-
ment in the administration of the Factories Act
that we might very fairly expect to see exhibited.
The Act is part of our legislation, and an effort
should be made to have- it administered success-
fully. The way to do that is to administer
it in a sympathetic spirit, and not in a hostile
spirit, but I am very much inclined to think,
from the evidence we have before us, that the
Act is not administered in a sympathetic spirit,
and if that is so the result will be that the Act
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will be brought into disrepute, and an agitation
may be got up for its repeal. I said just now
that the inspector has made recommendations,
The HoME SECRETARY : As to boundaries, you
said,

Mr. LESINA: Yes. On page 14 of the report
upon the working of the Factories and Shops Act
for 1%97, it will be seen that the inspector at Bun-
daberg makes the following remarks :—

Some anomalies, owing to boundary fixed. were soon
apparent, bakers and butchers outside the municipality
delivering within the same, aud, when ecalled upon to
comply, taking no notice ; another anomaly being that
all the large centres of employ, such as Millagquin
refinery, Bundaberg foundry, gasworks, three sawmills,
brewery, two distilleries, employing between them in
all about 300 hands all the year round, are all outside
present bonudary, If itisintended to obviate the abhove
state of affairs, I would propose that the boundary be
as at present, with the addition of that portion of sub-
division No. 3, Woongarra Division, which inecludes
Millaguin refinery, Bundaberg distillery, brewery, and
sawmills, commonly called East Bunduberg ; also that
portion of subdivision 1 of portion 2, parish of Goo-
burrum, which includes the foundry; also all that
portion of the parish of Gooburrum commonly called
North Bundaberg. I think these additions would meet
ali requirements, and bring a lurge number under the
benefits of the Acs.

So you see he makes recommendations.

The Home SECRETARY: He makes recom-
mendations, but he does not give the boundaries.

Mr. LESINA : You have the divisional board
boundaries.

The Home SECRETARY: No; only certain
portions of a supdivision which include certain
factories,

Mr. LESINA : Is it a matter of great labour
and difficulty to define a boundary which will
take in a refinery ?

The HoME SECRETARY : I have asked for that,
and have not yet got it.

Mr. LESINA: I do not think that petty
difficulties of this kind with regard to the mere
extension of a boundary have been raised in
other colonies where they have a Factories Act
in operation, and I do not believe they would
have been raised here if the Minister were in
entire sympathy with the provisions of the Act.
The Home Secretary does not seem to believe
in the Act at all, and the Act has so far been
administered in such a way as to render it as
unpopular as possible. I regret to have to take
that view of the matter, but I know that many
persons outside who are admirers of the Act
entertain that opinion. I do not say this with
any desire to cast discredit on the hon. gentle-
man, but [ do not believe he is in sympathy
with the Act, and it is utterly impos-ible to
make an Act effective unless it is sympatheti-
cally administered. I trust the hon. gentleman
will make the administration of the law more
effective in future, as I am sure that it will
be conducive to an amelioration of economic and
industrial conditions in the colony if the Act is
carried out faithfully and sympatbetically.

Mr. DUNSFORD (Charters Towers): 1 cer-
tainly ngree that the provisions of the Factories
Act ought to be extended in the direction men-
tioned by the hon. member for Fortitude Valley.
When we put an Act of Parliament like the
Factories Act in operation in any district, we

_mnot only give security of life to employees
engaged in different industries, but we also
lessen the danger to the public health as a whole.
I am under the impression that since the estab-
lishment of large meatworks and large refineries,
especially meatworks, throughout Queensland
and Australia, we have had a great increase in
the epidemics that are constantly sweeping over
Australia. I have not sufficient proof to
connect the two imatters, but I think that
if we went .to the bedrock of the matter
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we should find that these large meatworks
have something to do with the increase of
epidemics. HFrom information Thave had at times
I find that there are a large numler of cases of
fever, especially typhoid fever, in cur hospitals,
which car betraced directly to the meatworks in
different places. I can quite understand, there-
fore, that the extension of the operation of the
Factories Act will lessen the danger of death to
the whole cummunity, Isthat not agood thing?
Anything which will improve the health of the
community is woerthy of consideration, but I am
afraid thut the Minister who administers this
Act looks at it from too narrow a point of view,
and considers only the employers and employees,
not looking at the effect of the administration
of the Act on the community as a whole. I
think that as legislators, politicians, M.L.A.’s,
whatever you like to call us, we should look at
it from a public standpoint. The question for us
is: Will it benefit the public to extend the
Factories Act to these places? I certainly think
it will, for the reasons I have given. 1 could
point to quite a number of cases to show that the
heaith of the public would be improved by the
extension of the Act., We have sufficient facts,
I think, to enable us to say that many cases of
typhoid can be directly traced to the insanitsry
condition of some of the meatworks., Let any hon,
member visit one of these meatworks, and what
does he strike? He strikes a smell strong enough
to make a cyclone seek some other course of less
resistance. Our own common sense must teach us
that those smells must be dangerons to the locali-
ties in which they exist, and they should be dealt
with. Some hon, members here would perhaps
suggest & Royal Commission to get to the bottom
of those smells ; to analyse and dissect them.
You could pull some of them to pieces and could
see them with the naked eye, they are that thick
and strong. Go down the Brisbane River, the
Fitzroy River, outside Townsville, and along
the Northern Railway line—go in any direction
where these meatworks are, and there you strike
these smells. Something should be done about
them, because so many of them north, south,
east, and west in Queensland must constitute a
danger to the health of the community. There
must be something to prevent them. It is
not necessary, I am sure, to have these smells
existing as a source of danger in our midst.
Inventions and discoveries are now so numerous
and up to date thax, if the companies like to go
to a little expense—and they should, if necessary,
be compelled to do so by the State—they could
prevent many of these sources of danger. I hope
the Home Secretary will see that the Factories
Act is extended to these places, becanse it is not
a matter of legislation but of administration,
Administration goes on all the while, and
whether Parliament is sitting or not, the
Government have power to extend the operation
of the Factories Act, and they ought to do it
right away.
Question put and passed.

COMMITTEER.
LOAN ESTIMATES—LAND DEFENCE.

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R.
Dickson, Bulimba) moved that £25,650 be granted
from loan for Land Defence. He had sub-
mitted the vote at an earlier hour of the
day. The vote included £2,000 for Lytton
defences. ~That was a new item for works to be
entered upon on the removal ot the reformatory
building on the crest of the hill. There was
£5,500 asked for small arms and ammunition, and
a vote of £2,150 for twu 4'7-inch guns, which
wus self-expianatory, and was in addition to
£2,500 already voted in 1898.99, when the
sum was under-estimated. £3,000 was asked for
rifle ranges, formations, ete,, and that would be



considered a popular vote, as it was desirable
that, by the increase of rifle clubs and rifle
ranges In the colony, the rising youth, and the
male population of the cclony generally, should
become accustomed to the use of firearms. The
vote for submarine mining equipment was a
new item, £1,200 being asked to provide electric
lighting apparatus. Stores and armoury
buildings, Victoria Barracks, was a new item,
£5,000 being asked for the purpuse, because the
present accommodation was insufficient. It was
proposed to provide office accommodation for
the paymaster and the comptroller of stores
in the building, which would be erected in
Blackall street, opposite the barracks. For
Thursday Island defence, £7,300 was asked,
and that was the amount promised in agree-
ment with the Premiers of New South Wales,
Vietoria, and Tasmania, the other contribu-
ting colonies, to make good the amount in
default, which should have been annually contri-
buted by South Australia. £500 was asked for
contingencies. Ot course it must be distinctly
understood that the vote was not in any way
connected with any war scare or with the present
position in connection with the war in South
Africa, but was the provision considered neces-
sary by the Commandant to maintain the
efficiency of the Defence Force. He might say
that in addition to that vote, they were ordering
a considerable number of rifles, the necessity
being impressed upon the Government since the
vote was framed, and on that subject he was
prepared to give hon. gentlemen information
privately.

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon) observed that there
was an increase on land defence account of
£10,000 which, together with the increase
provided for on the Estimates-in-Chief, made
a total advance of £31,000. He wculd ask the
hon. gentleman whether he did not think it
would be advissble to spend a little money on
the Nuval Defence Force. In the event of a
European war, which was not improbable, he did
not think the colony’s land defence would be
of anything like the same service as a well
organised naval defence. A few smart vessels
coming down the coast could levy blackmail
on the shipping, whereas there was very listle
probability of invasion by land. A stateruent
had been made in the papers that there
was a proposal on the part of the Transvaal
Government to issue letters of marque to vessels
to prey upon British shipping, and although
they probably would not have a very long reign,
yet two or three smart vessels of that description
could do alot of damage to Queensland shipping,
as well as injure the coastal towns., Had the
Government any idea of increasing the naval
defence of the colony, and, if possible, getiing a
naval brigade afloat 10 provide for contingencies ?
The wisest man in the world could not tell what
was likely to happen within the next few months,
and although they were sending their men away
to fight in another country, it shouald be remem-
bered that they might at any time be called upun
to protect themselves,

The CHIEF SECRETARY had always taken
a great interest in naval defence matters, as the
hon. gentleman would admit, and his great desire
was to promote the welfare of the marine service.
The Government were encouraging, and would
continue to encourage, that arm of the service,
A large proportion of the vote for small arms
was to be devoted to the naval defence of the
colony, and on the Supplemnentary Loan Estimates
it would be seen that provision was made for
small arms, munitions of war, and heavy guns
for the naval force. He was free to admit that
the naval force had not been so carefully nursed
and nourished as the land defence force, but the
reason for that was apparent in the fact thata
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naval force was not so readily got together
as a land force. To get a marine force they
must have sailors, and a large amount of ship-
ping to furnish a proper proportion of naval men.
He admitted that they had a good nucleus for a
naval defence force, but the difficulties that had
to be coped with in bringing it up to a high state
of efficiency were very considerable. In addition
to that he need not point out that ships were
very costly things, and modern developments
were so rapid that both ships and armaments
very soon becasme obsolete. They must look
ahead of requirements in order to properly nurse
the force, and that necessarily involved a large
expense. A matter which shortly would require
careful consideration was the future of the
auxiliary squadron, the agreement about which
expired next year. No doabt the Kederal
Government would deal with the matter and
take charge of naval defence force matters. In
the weantime the whole thing was in a state
of transition. He knew that the present Naval
Commandant had the welfure of the force
entirely at heart, but he felt the responsibilities
of his position, and was rather anxious to be
relieved. The Government were endeavouring
to hear of a competent man in the navy who
could be obtained in view of Captain Drake
vacating the position of Naval Commandant.
The Government would not lose sight of the
desirability of giving further attention to naval
defence matters.

Mr. SMITH (Bowen) pointed out that the
organisation and meintenance of a naval force
was a matter of some difficulty and expense in
view of the rapidity with which both ships and
armament became obsolete.

Mr., FISHER (Gympie) said the system of

charging ordinary expenditure for

[7 pom.] defence purposes to loan account

.was totally bad, and if continued
to any extent could lead to nothing but disaster
financially. It was Jaid down as sound policy
that military expenditure should be an annual
charge on revenue, and that only very permanent
works 'and the purchase of material which would
be an asset to be kept up from year to year could
properly be charged to loan account,

The CHigr SECRETARY : This is nearly all for
war material.

Myr. FISHER : The first item was £2,000 to
provide defences of a superior character at
Lytton. To do that the old defences must be
destroyed, or partly destroyed, and the amount
charged to loan account should be only the sum
representing the superior value of the works.
The next item, ““small arms and ammunition,”
arose from the fact that the old arms had become
obsolete and useless, so that in that case the
original asset had ceased to exist as an asset.

The Curer Skcrerary: The old arms still
exist.

Mr, FISHER : Though they might exist, the
hon. gentleman must agree that they were prac-
tically useless as an asset—the value was so
small as to be hardly worth taking into account.
With regard to the nmew guns for Magazine
Island, if they admitted the principle at all that
those guns should be purchased from loan, there
might be some justification for this item ; other-
wise he attacked the whole principle of buying
guns and ammunition out of loun expenditure,
Another item was “rifle ranges, formation, ete.”
Did the hon, gentleman honesily believe that
those should be paid for out of loan? Rifle
ranges were a necessiby for military purposes,
but they did not constitute an asset in the
proper sense of the term, and nothing could
be realised upon them beyond a mere baga-
telle. Next camesubmarine mining equipment,
£1,200 ; then stores and armoury buildings,
£5,000; Thursday Island defences, £7,300; and
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contingencies, £500. Taking the thing altogether
he emphatically entered his protest against the
system of charging military expenditure to loan
account when it ought to be an annual charge on
revenue ; and he appealed to hon. members not
to submit to the principle of making ammunition,

for instance, a charge upen loan, otherwise they.

would be piling up a loan debt for which there
was no asset at all. If ammunition was eorrectly
charged to loan it must be assumed that the
efficiency acquired by men using the ammunition
made them of greater value to the State, and that
this increased value was an asset which might
be put down as a set-off to the expenditure.
It had been the policy of the Government in
Great Britain to reduce the national debt by
raising loans. Whatever surplus there was was
placed to the credit of a sinking fund. The
sinking fund in Great Britain was a specific
fund under trustees, for the purpose of reducing
the public debst of Great Britain,

Mr. Leany : What is the sinking fund taken
ouf of ?

Mr. FISHER : Out of revenue.

Mr. LEaHY : What is a deficit taken out of ?

Mr. FISHER : That was different. If there
was a deficit, each successive Government would
protect itself. He would like the hon. gentleman
in charge of the Hstimates to say whether he
approved of debiting the loan account with these
items, and whether the policy which had been
pursued in the past in this respect would
redound to the credit of the colony, if it was
continued in the future,

The CHIEF SECRETARY said he thought
the hon, member who had just spoken did not
understand the position. Such matters as small
arms and ammunition and improvements to the
Victoria Barracks were permanent improve-
ments for the purposes of defence. The old
guns would be written off when the new guns of
the large type came. When large guns and
rifles were ordered a certain amount of ammuni-
tion accompanied that order. It was desirable
that a certain amount of ammunition should be
kept m stock. He failed to see how theré could
be any danger to the Staie by the careful
administration of these matters conducted on the
lines he had mentioned. Permanent improve-
ments in the direction he had referred to were
desirable, and he thought these items might
fairly well be charged to loan fund.

Mr. FISHER found some ditficulty in follow-
ing the hon. gentlemnan. What necessity was
there for any loan expenditure in this respect at
all? There was no necessity for any increase in
the vote. The hon. gentleman said that they
had a certain amount of ammunition on hand,
and when the Defence Force used any of it they
paid for what was taken. That was equal to
purchasing more to replace what had been taken
away. There was no necessity for alcan vote in
this respect. Did the hon. gentleman say that
there was more ammunition in store now than
previously ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Yes.

Mr. FISHER asked the Chief Secretary to
tell the Committee what was the excess.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That is very undesir-
able information to give to the public at the
present time.

Mr. GLASSEY : With regard to the small
arms and ammunition vote, he would impress
oun the military authorities the importance of
that at the present moment. They should have
an abundance and even a superabundance of
small arms and ammunition in stock, in case of
emergency. He was not going to prolong the
discussion, but he thought it was very difficult
to see what eventualities might cccur with
regard to what was going on at present in South
Africa. Therefore it behoved every person who
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had any regard for thesafety and wellbeing of
the country, to see that nothing short of what
was necessary was provided to be ready for any
emergency.

Mr. DUNSFORD : Tt appeared to him that
it was rather unjust, if this generation desired
to defend itself, that it should tax its children
and its grandechildren. That was taxation with-
out representation with a vengeance. The pro-
babilities were that those who were living at the
latter end of the twentieth century would be
opposed to war, and would settle their differences
by such means as arbitration ; but it would be
rather rough on that unborn generation tn make
it pay for the wars of this age. Money had
been expended in erecting buildings for the
storage of arms and ammunition; but these
would depreciate in value and would be of
no use to those who would come after them, and
who would be charged with the cost. That, in
his opinion, would not be fair. No loan mouey
should be spent for any purpose whatever
except works that were interest-earning, He
protested on behalf of his grandchildren, and it
might be his great grandchildren, against this in-
debtedness being placed on their shoulders. It
was much better for the people themselves to bear
the burden than to call on their children todo so.
It would be a great check, too, on such things as
war, because they would be very careful and
consider a long time if they had to put their
hands into their own pockets, which were
generally empty. It was a very easy thing fora
young colony like Queensland, which was com-
paratively prosperous, to go into the markets of
the world and borrow money. It wasvery much
easier to borrow than to repay.

Mr. KIDSTON : There was a good deal of
truth in the statement of the Chief Secretary
that it was not, perhaps, desirable to say every-
thing he knew about the position of the defences
of the colony ; but it was surely very desirable,
at a time like this, that members should have the
very best grounds for believing that the supply of
arms and ammunition was adequate for any
possible contingency which might arise; and
the hon. gentleman should give them some
assurance cn that head. No person knew what
might happen in the next thres months., The
position was such that the slightest false move
might place the colonies in the situation that
they would have to provide for their own de-
fence. That being so, it was of the utmost
importance, if Queensland was in such a state of
preparedness, that its enemies should know it.
It was just as desirable that they should know
it as that members and the country should know
it.

Mr. DuxsrForD : Have we enemies ?

Mr. KIDSTON : Yes, they had. Ifthecolony
was not prepared, it might be unwise to advertise
the fact ; but it would also be unwise to ignore
the fact. It was necessary, if it was not pre-
pared, that the Government should take steps,
whatever the cost, to make adequate provision.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : What do you call
adequate provision? I want a definition of
adequate provision.

Mr. KIDSTON : Adequate provision must
necessarily be left to the discretion of the
Executive. The Executive might make a mis-
take ; but it was in the best position to judge
whether the provision which had been made
was adequate or not, At the same time, while
this duty and this responsibility rested on the
Execuntive, it is also the duty of members
to point out whether they thought the provi-
sion made was adequate or not. With refer-
ence to the interjection of the hon. the junior
member for Charters Towers as to whether
they had any enemnies, he was not a warlike
person and he did not want to fight with
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any neighbouring people. Still, he thought it
was the duty of hon. members, whatever their
opinions on the question of war might be, to
fulfil their duty; and their first duty, in his
opinion, was to make adequate provision for the
defence of the colony. It was the first duty of a
self-governing people to provide for their own
defence, and, as he had said before, he was a little
doubtful whether adequate provision had becn
made. He was doubtful whether they were pre-
pared to take their own part in the event of war
being forced cn them, and he should like some
assurance on that point from the hon, gentle-
man, who was in a better position to judge
than he was. With regard to naval defence,
the Chief Secretary confessed it was inadequate,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I did not say it was
inadequate.

Mr. KIDSTON : If it was inadequate, it was
inadequate, whether the hon. gentleman said it
or not. Evcery hon. member knew that the
colonies had been depending on the mother
country for their naval defence.

The PREMIER : We assist to pay for it.

Mr. KIDSTON : He knew they were assisting
to pay for it—that they were assisting to main-
tain the Australian Squadron ; bat whether that
squadron was adequate to protect shipping on
the Australian coast was a very open question
indeed.

Mr. DonsrorD: Don’t you think that the
present generation should pay for its own
defence?

Mr. KIDSTON thought it should, but it was
also to the interests of the coming generations

that they also should pay something
[7°30 p.m.] towards the defence of Queensland

at the present time. He quite
agreed with the hon. member for Gympie that
ammunition should not be chargsd to the loan
fund account, although fortifications, barracks,
and works of a permanent nature might fairly
be charged to loan. Some roference had been
made to the practice of the Imperial Govern-
ment. Of course, when a nation was suddenly
called upon to undertake a war, it was neces-
sary to raise a loan, but ordinary provisions, such
as most of that vote was for, should certainly he
paid for out of revenue. Returning to the ques-
tion of mnaval defence, the Chief Secretary
confessed that the difficulty of providing naval
defence had stood in the way of its being made
adequate before now. That was one of the con-
ditions which should have moved the Govern-
ment to give far more attention to the subject,
because, although they might raise a land force
hastily, it was impossible to do so in respact of
naval defence, as both ships and men had to be
brought 16,000 miles oversea. Another line of
defence which was altogether inadequate, but
which it was quite possible to provide for withoust
the enormous expense incident to naval defence
was submarine mining, by which ships could
be prevented from coming within striking
distance of their ports. The smail amouns
asked for that branch of the service—s#£1,200
was evidence of the inadequacy of that
line of detence. The Government had not
used the material at its command in the way
it should have done, in regard to another line of
defence. From what was seen in Suuth Africa
it would be recognised how wvaluable mounted
troops were in a thinly-settled country. The
situation had very much altered during the last
three months, and it might alter very much for
the worse in the next three months, and it was
therefore advisable to utilise the material at
their command for mounted infantry. He did
not suppose there was a country in the world
which had better materials for such troops. All
that was wanted was the necessary preliminary
training, and that they had not got., He did
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not think there were any mounted infantry
corps in the districts where the best class of men
for that purpose were to be found. Before
sitting down, he would ask the Chief Sscretary
whether it was true that some private persons
had besn permitted to deplete the Government
stores of gunpowder?

The CHIEF SECRETARY said that, so far
as the Land Defence Force was concerned,
nothing of the sort had ever occurred; but
within the last month an application had been
made by one of the large steamship companies to
the Naval Defence Force to obtain a small
quantity—he thonght, of gun cotton—tempor-
arily, to blow up the wreck of the ¢ Glanworth,”
now lying outside Gatecombe Head, and it was
given on the distinct understanding that it
should be replaced as soon as possible. That
was perhaps the foundation of the rumour. No
gunpowder had been taken either from the
fand force or from the maval force supplies.
While he recognised that the hon, member
was thoroughly sincere, and was asking very
pertinent questions, at the same time it would
be a very large order to place the Defence
Force in such a condition as to guard against
all possible contingencies. He might say that
up to the time of their sending troops to the
Transvaal the condition of both Lranches of the
Defence Force had been very materially improved.
The Commandant himself had expressed to him
very great satisfaction at the liberal provision
which Parliament had made of late years, and
whi~h had given him the opportunity of putting
the Defence Force on a very satisfactory footing
indeed. Of course the hon, member knew that
the sending away of 400 men must for a certain
time somewhat interfere with the condition of
the force, and he could not affirm that it was in
such a condition now that it was prepared for all
contingencies, without first knowing what were
the contingencies or casualties to which we were
exposed, He was not prepared for one moment
to say that the Defence Force could resist the
combined aggression of, say, France or Russia,
should their fleets visit our ports. He could,
however, assure the hon, gentleman that the Com-
mandantand Acting Commandant were of opinion
that the improved condition of the force was
most satisfactory, and that the munitions of war
were under ordinary circumstances quite suffi-
cient, They were bring gradually increased, and
would be increased, and when they had
replenished the number of combatants who had
been suddenly withdrawn from service in the
Transvaal, he thought the hon. member could
rest assured that the defence of the colony, in pro-
portion to its population and its financial ability,
would be in as satisfactory a condition as that
of any of the other colonies. It was very
refreshing indeed to him that there was such an
improved feeling in Parliament in connection
with the Defence Force. He remembered well
that in earlier years if a vote was presented to
to the House £10,000 or £15,000 in excess of the
amount granted for the previous year, it was
denounced and was usually cut down without any
regard to the efficiency of the force. To main-
tain a military or naval establishment cost
money, and they must not go in for cheeseparing
if they wanted efficiency.

Mr, KIDSTON : The hon. gentleman had said
a great deal about all possible conditions and all
possible circumstances, but he (Mr, Kidston) did
not use that phrase at all. They were in a very
bad position indeed if the taking away of 400
men seriously impaired their capacity for defence.
He knew quite well what was the general condi-
tion of the Defence Foree, and he knew that 100
men had been withdrawn, or would be with-
drawn in a few days; but what he asked was,
not whether they had provided against all
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possible contingencies, but whether, in view of
the gravity of the situation from an Imperial
point of view, the Government had such stores
and munitions of war as would enable what he
might call our peace establishment to be suddenly
swelled out to proportions adequate to deal
with any attack that was likely to be made on
Queensiand.  So long as Britain retained the
supremacy of the seas he did not think any
European power was likely to land a force on
the shores of Australia, but what was likely to
happen, it an attack was made on the colonies,
was that fast cruisers would be sent down the
coast of Australia to harass our shipping, and in
the event of opportunity offering to make a dash
at some of our more important ports; and the
Government ought to be in a position, in view
of the actual situation of things at present,
to tell the Committee that they had sufficient
munitions of war to put the ports of the colony
in a proper state of defence, or to give them
an assurance tha: if there was any insutficiency
in the supplies they would at once take steps
to remedy that insufficiency. DPossibly the Go-
vernment had framed their Hstimates on a
strictly peace footing, not expecting the sudden
emergency which had arisen, and they were
not to be particularly blamed for that, as at
the time the Kstimates were being framed,
there was no anticipation that the situation
would become what it was to-day. At the
same time it must not be forgotten that they
were 16,000 miles away from their base of supply
so far as the munitions of war were concerned,
and they were entitled to have an assurance from
the Government that if there was any lack in
their supplies steps would at once be taken to
provide what was lacking.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The Govern-
ment were fully alive to the exigencies of the
situation, and the position of the Defence Foree
now was such that the military authorities were
qui‘e satisfied that the colony was fairly safe-
guarded against all contingencies that could
reasonably be expected to arise, and such as it
was considered might arise by the highest
authorities in Great Britain in connection with
colonial defence-—the Colonial Defence Commit-
tee. They had been counsulted, and they recog-
nised that our equipment was fairly equal to any
contingency that might be expected to arise.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mre. FISHER wanted to say a word with
reference to the hon. gentleman’s statement
about his wanting to get information which
should be kept secret. He had inquired whether
the hon. gentleman was satisfied with the
amount of smmunition we had in store, and the
hon. gentleman professed that he could not
reply, because of the secrecy which should
surround a matter of that sort. Did the hon.
gentleman remember that the Rosebery Govern-
ment had been run out of office on a motion
declaring that the amount of cordite in stock in
England was insufficisnt? Did the hon. mem-
ber imagine that Great Britain could safely
tell the world how much ammunition the
nation had got, and that Queensland must
conceal such information, in order to pre-
vent some Kuropean Power from sweeping down
npon ihem in their unpreparedness? The thing
was ridiculous, That desire for secrecy in such
masters had brought a previous Government of
Queensland into ridicule in the celebrated pro-
secntion of a Russian scientist, who had been
indiscreet enough to look at the fortifications at
Townsville. Did the hon. gentleman want to
make the Government of Queensland ridiculous
again ? It was much better that the hon. gentle-
man should state that, so far as the Government
were concerned, if their stores and supplies were
not sufficient at the present time, very good care
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would be taken at no distant date that there
should be ample supplies of arms and ammuni-
tion provided.

Question put and passed.

IMMIGRATION.

The CHIEF SECRETARY moved that
£50,000 be granted from loan for immigration,
The vote showed an increase on the vote for last
year, which had not covered the whole of the
twelve months. The system of moderate immi-
gration then instituted had been attended with
satisfactory results, and it was intended by the
Government to continue it on the moderate scale
provided for in that Estimate.

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers)objected ahso-
lutely totheincreaseinthat vote. He wassurprised
that the hon. gentleman had not taken the Com-
mittee sufficiently into his confidence to tell them
the reasons which had induced him to increase
the vote from £22,500 to £50,000. For some
time past in that Chamber, and in the country,
the opinion had been that the large sums ex-
pended on immigration had been absolutely
wasted. The money was expended upon immigra-
tion lecrurers, who found a soft place somewhere
in the United Kingdom, and the taxpayers of
Queensland received no substantial benefit from
the expenditure in the shape of desirable immi-
grants. He was not only against the increase in
the vote, but against the whole vote:

MeMBERS of the Opprsition : Hear, hear !

Mr. DAWSON : it was an absclute waste of
money, and the whole system had been an
absolute failure. He would like those in charge
of the department to show within the last ten
years any fair result from tle expenditure of
that money. Only a year or two ago, as a for-
lorn hope, they bad made a desperate « ffort, and
had sent immigration lecturers to England,
Ireland, Scotland, America, and Germany, and
in every cose the result had been exactly the
same—absolute failure. The Government were
taught nothing by experience, and pow they
preposed to increase that vote from £22,500 to
£50,000. It was one of the stupidest things
they could possibly do. If they devised another
system of getting jmmigrants, and offered
facilities to people in the other colonies to come
and settle in their micst, giving them opportuni-
ties for taking up and settling on their lands, he
would have no objection to voting £50,000 for
such a purpose. But he objected to that expendi-
ture upon the present system of immigration
which had been a distinct and disa-trous failure.
The hon. gentleman might condescend to give
the Com-ittee some reason for the increase,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They knew
that there wss a distinct opinicn held by hon.
members on the other side tha: the colomy was
full enough of people, and that ne more should
be brought here.

MeuBERS of the Opposition: No, nothing of
the sort.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Time after time
they had had it from the Labour party that
they did not want to see another man, woman,
or child brought into the place, and would like
to close the door against increased population in
this country. The opinion of the Government
side, on the contrary, had always been that
they wanted people in this colony to ensure
the prosperity of the community, and that
the money which had been spent on jmmi-
gration had been spent in the most benefi-
cial direction for the future welfare and develop-
ment of the colony that could be conceived.
He was not surprised at the philippic of the hon.

gentleman, hut his opinions were, he

[8 p.m.] was happy to say, entirely distinct
from those of the Government. He

was happy to say that many people thought
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that this colony was languishing for population,
and that a continuous stream of immigration
such as he had referred to would be of great
assistance in the development of the resources of
the colony. The people who were brought out
were confined exclusively to domestic servants
and farm labourers, Mechanics were strictly
excluded, but in the case of the other two classes
the experience had been that as soon as they
arrived they were read:ly absorbed. He was not
an advecate for dumping down in any one por-
tion of the colony an unlimited number of
immigrants, but was of opinion that the demand
should always exceed the supply. Such had
happily been the case in conmection with the
few shipments that had arrived here. The
largest number brought in any one ship was
300, and the ships only arrived tri-monthly.
From 1st July to 3lst December, 1898, ten ships
arrived, aund this year, from the 17th October,
they had brought out 1,099 persovs. That was
nothing to be alarmed about, and it must be
remembered that many of those persons paid
their own passages, or came at the reduced rate
of £13. He challenged the hon. gentleman to
poiut out a single instance where any abuse had
taken vplace through the revived system of
imwmigration during the past two years. On the
contrary, the immigrants had arrived at a market
ready to employ them, there had been no inter-
ference with the wage-earning population of the
colony, and the demands of those who required
labour of a particular description had been met.

Mr. Harpacre: Do you know there has been
a natural inerease of 14,000 persons this year?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Very good, and
the Government had brought 3,099 more, and
still there was room.

Mr. GIvENs: And still there is starvation

here.

The CHIEF SECRETARY did not know
that there was starvation for any man who chose
to work.

Mr. DAWSON: The hon. gentleman appeared
to be one of those men who could remember
things that never occurred, and with eyesight so
excellent that he could see things that were not
there. He said he knew members sitting on that
side were entirely opposed to immigration, and
that they considered there were enough people in
the colony. Iet him tell the hon, gentleman
that he was entirely mistaken, and if he had not
got sense enough to know what their objections
were, let him gat some of his colleagues who had
sense envugh to explain to him. The objection
was not against immigration, but against the
system of immigration.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : What class would
suit you?

Mr. DAWSON: The class of immigrants
who, upen being landed here, would not imme-
diately become a burden on the taxpayer and
be registered at the labour bureau. The class
of immigranis they desired to see imported
were thuse who would settle on the land, and
not compete in the open labour market, against
men already engaged in manual lahour, in order
that wages might be lowered. Me contended
that before they went in for an indiscriminate
importation of immigrants they should take
good care that all their able-bodied men were
able to get work in the colony. There was
abundance of room for hundreds of thousands of
people in Queensland, but he wanted yeopde who
would go ou the land and not people who would
go into the lubour market and add to the number
of applicants for relief at the bureau.

Mr. CavpBELL: How are you going tu get
that class?

Mr. DAWSON : The same way as they had
been got in Canada and the United States of
America,  The system adopted by Queensland
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was to send highly-paid lecturers to Fngland,
and as long as they were able to report that they
had sent out half-a-dozen persons during the
year they were satisfied that they had honestly
earned their money.

Mr. Lesixa: They send girls out of reforma-
tories to the colony.

Mr. DAWSON: He saw in the papers that
there was in Fngland a society largely availed of
by the lecturers. It was a kind of rescue
brigade that looked after persons who had been
convicted and sentenced in the old country.
Many of those persons when they came out of
gaol were snapped up by the lecturers and sent
to Queensland as farm labourers when they
knew as much about a farm as a cockroach knew
about his grandfather. The evil was bad enough
at present, but by increasing the vote from
£22,000 to £50,000 the hon. gentleman was
aggravating the evil. If the Minister for Lands
and the Minister for Agricuiture wanted
desirable immigrants they had a very good field
indeid in New South Wales, Victoria, and South
Australia. By offering the people there greater
facilities to come here and settle on the land they
would get any amount of men who would not be
a burden on the State—men who would not only
dev:lop the natural resources of the country, but
would soon be in a position to employ our surplus
labour. That was the class of immigrant he was
willing to spend any amount of money upon.
There was a delegation sent from South Aus-
tralia to find out what facilities would be afforded
to people in that colony to settle here. They
were perfectly satisfied about the richness of our
Jands, but they were so roughly and rudely
treated by the Lands Department that they
decided not to settle in Queensland for the pre-
sent. The same thing happeued to a delegation
of farmers from Vietoria. If they wanted people
to come here and setile on the land it must be
brought ahout by better administration, and not
by the employment of more lecturers to send ous
people, who to a large exteut, represented the
rescued brigade.

Mr, GIVENS (Cairns): With regard to the
Chief Secretary’s statement that members of the
Opuosition had an objection to any individual
coming to the colony, that was an absolutely
false idea, and he did not know where the hon.
member got it. He, in common with other
members on both sides, considered that there was
ample room in Queensland, under proper condi-
tions, for millions of a population ; but he had a
most decided objection to the money of the
taxpayers—the great bulk of whom were wage-
earners—~being used to bring out a further supply
of indigent labourers to enter the labour market
and compete against them and reduce wages for
the benefit of the employing class. The Agent-
General, in his repurt, said that the condition
of things was now so good in the old country
that it was almost an absolute impossibility
to get suitable persons to come out here. His
(Mr. Givens’) opinion, which was shared by a
good many hon, members on his side and by a
good many peorle throughout the country, was
that the proper way to increase the population
was to make things so good and prosperous that
people would be attracted to come of their own
accord without our having to pay for bringing
them here. And if the condition of things was
made good and prosperous, so that everybody
would be assured of being able to make & com-
fortable living by honest toil, that would induce
young men to get married and vear families,
which was the best way of increasing our popula-
tion. At presentthere were dozens of young men
afraid to marry by reason of low wages and
precarious employment, and until the condition
of things was improved the colony would pro-
bably have to depend for years on persons
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coming from beyond the sea for increasing the
population. The Chief Secretary had always
posed as a great advocate of immigration—but
why ?  Simply because he was the great advocate
of the employing class, whose desire was to pull
down wages so that their profits might be in-
creased ; and they were so cunning that they
wanted to do this at the expense of the workmen
themselves,

Mr. CampBrLL: Not true!

Mr. GIVENS: As the hon. gentleman was
one of the employing class, he took any statement
made by him in that connection with a very
large grain of salt indeed. Would it be denied
that the workers paid a large proportion of
the taxation? That taxation had to be used to
pay the interest on the money expended on
immigration ; the money expended on immigra-
tion was emploved to bring out a large numher
of immigrants who immediately competed against
the workers already here, and so reduced the
wages, and the employing class, of which the
hon. member for Moreton was a very importaut
individual, benefited by the transaction, for
which the workers had chiefly to pay. The
simple reason for this was that the workers of
the colony had not sufficient representation in
the House. The majority of hon. members re-
presented the employing classes.

Mz, CampprLL : That is political clap-trap.

Mr. GIVENS : If it was, he would like the
hon. member to get up and contradict what he
said. He would be happy to show the hon.
member where he was wrong. There were a
large number of men in the colony who could
not get work, and it was a huge mistake to
spend all this money on immigration when
men who were willing to work could not
get it. Ie would also like to refer to the
treatment meted out to workmen who could
not get employment. The other day a work-
man whom he knew found himself stranded in
Brishane, and wanted a free pas« on the rallway
to Gladstone, because he thought he could get
work there—on some of the goldfields in that
locality. He sent that man to the labour bureau
in Brisbane, and he also sent him to the Home
Secretary’s Department with a note that he was
a respectable workman, and that he wanted a
free pass to Gladstone ; but he was refused such
a pass, even after his guarantee that he was
respectable, and that he thought he could get
work up North after reaching Gladstone. A
great deal had been said about female domestic
servants, but the facts of the case were that the
wages here paid to that class were not as high as
those paid to femals domesticservants in the old
country. The conditions were not good enough
to induce respectable female servants to come
out to the colony. This sort of thing should not
be allowed to exist, They had the Agent-
General’s statement that the wages for female
servants in Great Britain were quite as good as
in Queensland, and there was great difficulty in
getting suitable persons of this class to come out
to the eolony., In his own electorate, there were
Chinamen and Japanese doing washing, and
some white men allowed their wives to send their
underlinen io thoss aliens to be washed. There
were any amount of respectable white women—
widows and others—in Cairns, Townsville and
other places in the colony who had to depend on
washing for a livelihood, and yet thevy had to
compete with Japanese and Chinese laundry-
men. Therefore he maintained that it was a
most fatuous policy to spend £50,000 on immi-
gration. They had no guarantee that these
immigrants would be of the desirab'e class, and
much of the money spent in the past on immigra-
tion had gone towards ineres-ing the population
of the Southern colonies, These other colonies
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did not see the necessity to keep up such a fatuous
system, because they made their conditions more
attractive.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Their climate is
more attractive down south.

Mr. GIVENS: His own opinion was that
the climate of Queensland was quite as good,
while the climate of Herberton could not be
surpassed in any of the Southern colonies. He
had no objection to the publication of pamphlets
showing the advantages of Queensland, but he
bad a great objection to spending £50,000 in
bringing out the scum of British cities to compete
with the workers of the colony. He entered his
protest against any such policy, and if no one
else moved a reduction in the vote, he would do
50.
Hox. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON (Bris-
bane North) said he did not believe that the hon.
member for Cairns was sincere in his statement
that the colony was bringing out the scum of
British cities. If that was true he would join
hands with the hon. member in order to prevent
the vote passing. This £50,000 did not come oub
of the public purse, but out of the loan account.
What was the cost per capite of the population for
this immigration ? ~ Only three-farthings per head
per annum, and he did not think that was such
a very fearful tax. ¥e thought the Government
should send the hon. member for Cairns to the
old country to tell the people there about the
lovely climate here, the good soil, the Northern
goldfields, and the other advantages Queensland
possessed. The hon., member would greatly
benefit by travelling about the United Kingdom
telling the people about the different departments
of life in this country. The hon. member for

Cairns could take up the Barron
[8°30 p.m.] Falls and describe their beauty;

the hon. member for Croydon could
describe the Croydon Gold Field ; and the hon.
the senior member for Charters Towers could
dilate on his splendid career from youthhood up
to manhood and the position he now occupied by
reason of the fact that his mother and father
were wholesome emigrants from the mother
country.

An HoONOURABLE MEMBER: Wholesome emi-
grants?

Hon. T.MACDONALD-PATERSON: Yes;
sturdy, loyal citizens of this country carrying
British blood in them.

Mr. Dawsox: “The worthy son of worthy
parents.”

Howr, T. MACDONALD-PATERSON : The
House had been told by hon. members opposite
that if they brought in these immigrants they
would compete with the men and women who
were already in the couniry, and reduce wages.
If the hon. gentleman desired an example, he
would give one. Since he left the Chamber at
6 o’clock he had met one of these immigrants,
and he said he was glad he bad come to the
country—that all his sons and daughters were
employed, and that his daughter’ was getting
12s. 6d. a week instead of, as she got in the old
country, ouly 4s. 6d. Hon. members had told
them that the Agent-General said Queensland
was going to work the wrong way to get the
right sort of immigrants ; but did he (the Hon.
T. Macdonald-Paterson) not tell them that also
through the Press when he came back from the
old country? The moment they appointed an
official to go frum city to city, and district to
di-trict in the provinces the people would not
listen to him. Then, when he was in Ireland, a
man said to him, “Why, sir, when it is a free
passage it cannot be much of a country,” and he
was right. At the same time, thers were lots of
peop’» in the old country who would like to come
out here, not to make money, but merely for a
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change of surroundings—Dbecause they thought
there was a better market here for labour, because
they believed there were better prospects for their
sons and daughters in a new country than in an
old. There was also the belisf amongst the young
woumen, that in all new countries ther: were better
prospects of anexcellent matrimonial alliance than
in old countries. Why, he remembered one of the
largest merchants in Brisbane, who went to an
immigrant ship and picked out his wife, lived
happily, and Lrought up a family of sons and
daughers—all of whom were now occupying
high positions. Hon. members on the Labour
benches had an idea that if immigrants were
brought to the colony they would reduce wag-s,
and he should like to ask them if they were
honestly convinced that Queensland should
absolutely cease to ask people to come here. If
80, let it be well-known, let it be recorded, that
this was not a eountry for increase of population.
He was very glad to hear one hon. member say
they were notopposed toimmigrantsaslong asthey
came with a reasonable amount of skilland a little
capital to pay their way. That was the kind of
immigration he had advocated ; but it was not the
kind that would be got if they had lecturers
going from town to town with a bale of hay a
bunch of bananas, and other things.

An HoxovraBLE MEMBER: And a cob of corn.

Hon. T. MACDONALD - PATERSON:
People in the old couniry knew a cob of corn
and a bale of hay as well as they did. What
they wanted to do was to send members in an
honorary c:pacity—say seven or nine, represent-
ing both sides of the House—every recess; and
he should prefer that the majority should be
selected from the Opposition benches. He re-
gretted that the White Star line of steamers,
which was now running to Australia, was not
coming to Brisbane. That was due to the fact that
there was not a sufficient depth of watker in the
river for them ; but he hoped that in five or ten
years, if they did their duty, to have the ships
coming to Brisbane. The White Star Company
was offering passages from the United Kingdom
to Aussralia for £14 14s. That brought him to
what had been said by the hon. member for
Cairns—that the State should not give any con-
tribution. If they wished to appear in the old
world as a country with some attractions, they
must give some assistance. Even in New
Zealand they offered a passage equivalent in its
gross payment to what would take an immigrant
%o the United States. Hon. members would see
that he had advocated that the passage money
should be paid; but it was called ““bounty”
immigration—most objectionable title, that redlly
ruined it. Let the passage from the United
Kingdom be the popular £10-note. What was
wanted was the establishment of a system by
which peaple could be brought to the colony
for a £10-note, and not know that the differ-
ence between that and the actual cost was paid
by the State. In order to popularise immi-
gration to Queensland, it was also necessary
to cease bringing immigrants by the Torres
Straits route. The passage through the Suez
Canal and the Red Sea was such a trying ordeal
that when people arrived 1n Queensland they
were so disgusted that they ah once endeavoured
to raise money to clear out of the place. They
should revert to the old-fashioned route round
the Cape of Good Hope. It could be advertised
in the United Kingdow: that on a certain day a
steamer would be leaving for Queeusland, and
peouple coming round she Cape would be prepared
for the climate, aud would in turn induce their
friends to come out after them. Reverting to
the question of labour, there was not an idle man
to be found in Townsville, Charters Towers, or
the Western country. There was not an idle
man in the town. Brisbane was prosperous.
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Mr, Harpacre: Can you give one employ-
ment now ?

Hon. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON : Yes.

Mr, HarpacrE: Then I will send you one
to-morrow.

Hon. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON : He
could not give a man 1s. an hour for digging
out roots in a paddock to save him frem starva-
tion.

Mr. Dawson: Can you give him 2s. 6d.
an hour tv dig out ideas?

Hox. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON :
There was lots of employment in the country
at old country wages, which he was happy to
say were very higb, and in this climate men
did not need so much clothing or so much food.
Let both sides declare whether they were in
favour of a policy of immigration, or in favour
of a policy of standing still. He was in favour
of immigration by the proper route, He was not
in favour of free immigrants, except in the case
of those who were nominated by their friends in
the colony. They should aliow them to be
nominated at half the regular rates—say a
£5-note.  If the immigrants were of the right
stamp they would soon be converted into
employers of labour. He was a large employer
of labour within two years of the day he landed
in Queensland, and there were hundreds of
others who were employers of labour who came
to the colony us immigrants. He did not think
they arrived here with a £10-note in their
pockets. The country now offered attractions
which it did not offer when he came to the
colony, There was not a mile of telegraph when
he came to Queensland ; there was not a mile of
railway ; there was not a Labour party in the
country ; there were not 10,000 acres of land open
for selection, and he was one of the old Liberal
party shat opmed up land for immigrants.
‘What was the spectacle to-day ? They had rail-
ways, telegraphs, scores of newspapers, water
supplies, and numerous other advantages.
Instead of decrying immigration, those hon.
members who represented labour should join
hon. members on the Government side in going
to the old countcy in annual batches at the
expense of the country, to tell labour there to
come and join them in enjoying the blessings of
this free, fruitful, and happy country.

Mr. FISHER : They were indebted to the
hon. member now and again for very interesting
speeches, and their only regret was that he did
not favour hon. members with them oftener.
He was much struck with the arithmetic with
which the hon. member started his address, In
correcting the hon. member for Cuirns, the hon.
member said that the amount of money that had
been expended on that vote was £500,000, and
he asked why they should cavil at an expsnditure
which was only equivalent to $d. a month per
head of population. Now the vote was for
£50,000, which, on a population of something
like 500,000, awounted to 2s. a head per annum.
That was considerably over 3d. a month, as the
hon. gentleman would easily see. He trusted
that the calculations of the hon. member with
reference to the contingent of members from
either side of the Comimittee going to the old
country were more accurate. However, that was
a very small matter. He expected that the hon.
member wonld go into arithmetic regarding the
profit and loss of the matter, and that he would
prove, not vnly that it was a good thing to bring
immigrants to the colony, but also that they
could make money by adopting such a policy.
For instance, the debt of the colony amounted
to £L70 per head, and they paid £12 a head to
bring immigrants to Queensland.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: £13.
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Mr. FISHER: Well, he would allow a
margin, and say £15. If they brought out
100,000 immigrants at £15 per head, that would
add £1,500,000 to the debt of the colony, and
then if they took the total debt and made the
populativn thedivisor, they would find that instead
of the average debt per head being £70 it would be
about £55, showing a distinet profit of £15 per
hesd. Adopting that method of ealeulation, all
they had to do was to bring out plenty of
immigrants, and they would wipe out the
national debt. If they had 1,000,000 here the
debt per head would be reduced to £33, and if
they had 10,000,000 it would be a mere fraction.
But he was afraid that that kind of argument was
illusive. As a matter of fact the loan immigra-
tion expenditure for the colony amounted to £6 6s.
for every man, woman, and child in Queensland.
Did anyone imagine for a moment that they
had got an equivalent for that expenditure? He
did not think they had. He now came to the
political aspect of the question as far as he him-
self was concerned. He had given a distinet
pledge to his constituents, in answer to ques-
tions, that he would not support an immigration
policy during this Parliament, and the electors
who had voted for himself and his colleague,
Mr, Ryland, had done -so on that distinct
promise. He wess not now going behind the
pledge or promise he had given to his consti-
tuents, nor did he think it was wise tn proceed
in the way the Grovernment were doing at the
present time. At the present there was, as
had been pointed out by the hon. member in
the debate on the Address in Reply, a diffi-
cnlty in obtaining suitable iminigrants from the
old countrv, but he had no doubt that in
time there would be attracted to the eolony a
large number of people who desired to seek
pastures new, and that would, he believed, be of
advantage to the people who came here, and to
the advantage of the colony. Bus he objected to
the large expenditure now proposed, and intended
to move that the vote be reduced by £2,000. He
would not, however, do so at present. as the
hun. member for North Brisbane might wish to
reply. .

Hon. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON hoped
that hon. members would excuse him from saying
anything further at present, as he had been
suffering from a cold for some time,

Mr. BROWNE denied that the party on that
side of the House wanted, as the Chief Secre-
tary had alleged, to exclude people from
the colony. They cortainly wanted to exclude
one class of people, and that was coloured aliens ;
but he had always sszid, both inside and outside
the House, that there was room for millions of
white people in this colony, and he believed
that, as the Treasurer had said in his Financial
Statement, the best way to induc: people to
come here was to let them see that the people in
the colony were better off than the people in the
old country. The hon. member for North
Brisbane, Mr. Macdonald-Paterson, had said
that wages at home were not so good as they
were in Queensland. The Agent-General in his
report distinetly stated that the wagss of the
class of people we wanted in the colony were
higher than they were in the old country.

Hon. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON : Ireferred to
servant girls, and stated that there was no hope
of getting wage-earners,

Mr. BROWXNE : Sir Horace Tozer said—

I conld eaxily fill many ships with wuskilled labourers,
who would, I an: sure, ouly tend to presently swell the
numbers of your unemployed. It is indeed a diffienlt
problem tfo attract to Queensland farmers, farm
labourers, and domestic servants. Not only have the
conditions changed in this kingdom wmateriaily within
the last ten years, and the very classes you requirve
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receive better wages here, but there is an admitted
scarcity in the farming districts of England for their
requirements, and it requires very great inducements to
get people to go anywhere.
The Agent-General also stated in his report that
he had sent out a circular to 1,000 agents, and in
that circular an offer was made of 10s. 6d. per
head for every adult, and h:lf that sumn for
every child under three years of age, sent to the
colony by any sailing vessel or steawer. Did
the hon. member know that in that

[9 p.m.] circular sent broadcast to those
agents, whe got so much per head
for immigrants, the same as if they were re-
cruiting down at the South Sea Islands, there
was this statement—

All persons who are mentally and bodily sound are
eligible, without regard to occupation, age, or sex.
And it was explained that they were to be
provided with a ship’s kit and all the rest of it.
The Goversment in that were offering those
agents a premium to pick up any unskilled
labourer or mechanic.

Mr. SmitH : The Agent-General has to approve
of them.

Mr. BROWNZE : Did the hon. member imagine
that immigrants recruited in that way from all
parts of the country had to pass before the
Agent-General ?  Since Parliament had been
sitting that session there had been an advertise-
ment standing for two or three days in the
Courier and Telegraph from three clerks, one
printer, two carpenters, one tinsmith, and a
tutor, and they were all at the Immigration
Barracks waiting to be engag:d.

Mr. Lorp: That is not the class we want.
‘We want farm labourers and domestic servants.

My, BROWNE : No: but that was the class
they were getting, and that was just what his
side weve protesting against. The class they
were in want of were those who would star t out
a line for themselves when they came out here,
as many members of this House had done. He
had seen a number of men he took to be Scandi-
navians, at the depot a few weeks ago. There
were some five-and-twenty of them there, and
though they were supposed to be farm labourers,
the hon. member for Rosewood, who went
there in search of farm labourers, found that
there were only five of them who bad ever
seen a farm. Though as a general rule he
admitted that men from the north of Europe
were as good men as they could get into the
colony, he heard that the men he had referred
to were going out on strike the morning of the
day he went to the depdt, because they had
been asked to clean out their quarters. Men
who were too proud or tco lazy to do that
when they were being fed at the Government
expense until they got employment were hardly
a desirable class of immigrants. He wanted to
make their position perfectly clear. Hebelieved
with the Treasurer that if they could make the
conditions of life in the colony such that people
would adimit that they would be better off here,
they would get the right class of immigrants.
If they could make settlement on the land easy,
and give attractions of that kind to a class of
men who would settle on the land, employ them-
selves there, and in a short time become em-
ployers of labour, not a single man on hLis side
would object to it.  But they did object to pay-
ing so much a head for people to come out here
—*without regard to occtpation, age, or sex.”

The CHikr SECRETARY: Thut is confined to
full-paying passengers.

Mr. BROWNE: That was so; but the
Queensland taxpayers bad to fird the 10s, 6d.
per head, the ship’s kit, and all the rest of it
and when those people came here they put up at
the Tmigration Depét, the same as anyone else.
If they got the right sort of immigrants they
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had unlimited resources here for them to develop ;

but they objected to spending a farthing of the

taxpayers’ money to bring out a lot of people

who could ouly compete in the overcrowded

gxbour market against those who were already
ere.

Mr. SMITH wished to emphasise every word
the hon. member for Croydon had said as to the
class of people they wanted to come out to
Queensland. They did not want a pauper class
who would only swell the ranks of the unem-
ployed, but a class who would settle on the land,
and who had got something to enable them to
live upon it and make it productive. It was
almost a miracle that the handful of people they
had had been able to make the colony what it
was, They had only half-a-million all told, and
what had they done? Thsy had made Queens-
land the second or third colony of the group.
What was a country without people? It
was all very well to say they must make this
place attractive, but there were other con-
siderations to be taken into account. They
were in competition with places nearer to the
old ehuntry and the large centres of population
in Europe, and those places advertised their
country and offered every inducement to
immigrants, who could go through for something
like £2 10s. a head. Ualess shey assisted the
right class of people to come here, they could
not meet that kind of competition, and they
would never ses the prosperity in their time
that they all desired to see in this colony.
In the past there had been tremendous competi-
tion between various countries forimmigrants,
and the competition between the different ship-
ping companies had also been extreme. Would
anyone say that this country did not offer better
inducements for the thrifty than existed in the
centres of population in the old land ? A'though
wages might be as high in the old country, yet
there was greater scope for the abilities of young
men and women out here. He knew something
about the old country, and the backward posi-
tion it was in in many respects. He knew that
in a great many instances where farms pre-
viously existed those farms were turned
into grazing areas. But it had been the
experience of every immigrant coming here
that with industry and patience he could
better his position, and the conditions of
life were made easier to him. He kad not any
doubt that if the Government judiciously chose
the right class of immigrants, the ultimate
benefit to the colony would be very great indeed.
He contended that the population which Queens-
land possessed at the present time was not suffi-
cient for the development of its resources, and
that if they wished to progress at a reasonably
rapid rate they must introduce immigrants of
the right class, who would become producers
within the colony. There was plenty of room
for the people, and plenty of opportunity for
them to improve their condition.

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie) samid he was against
the vote altogether, and agreed with the hon.
member for Brisbane North when he said that it
did not improve the position of the colony in the
old country when it was known that the Govern-
ment had to pay for the introduction of immi-
grants. It was more a slight and stigma on the
colony than anything else, and was not at all
likely to induce the best class of persons to come
here. People would go to New Zealand,
Vigtoria, or New South Wales, but it was impos-
sible almost to get them to go to Queensland.
Hon. members opposite were always talking
about getting the proper class of immigrants, and
yet it was admitted that the proper class
never reached these shores, and, in spite
of that fact, they continued the same old ery
for the proper class of immigrants, There
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were certain people who resented the argument
that immigrants should not be imported to
compete with the labour already here. It was
against the economic principles of hon. members
on the other side to preserve anything like an
even balance in the labour market. They said
that the law of supply and demand would
regulate everything, and that if shat law was
interfered with the Government of the country
would be turned upside down, and things would
g0 to rack and ruin. It was an undoubted fact
that the best class of immigrants went off to the
United States of America and Canada, and

* that was largely attributable to the fact that

their system of promoting immigration was on
an entirely different principle to ours. Some
years ago, when he was a regular reader of
Hansard, he gathered that it was an unwritten
law that the money received for the sale of land
was applied to the purposes of immigration ; but
he found when he grew wiser that the land was
sold first, and then people were brought out
here to settle upon it, finding when they came
here the same conditions as existed in the
country which they had left. In the old country
the land was fenced off by big walls, and people
had to wander about looking for employment.
Here there were no walls; but there were
pegs at each corner of the land, which
gserved the same purpose, for it was not avail-
able when the people came to take it up.
The suggestion of the hon. member for Brisbane
North that # Labour member should be sent
home as a lecturer seemed to be on the same
principle as the consolation commission or
another edition of the railways committee ; at
the same time he admitted that if a Labour
member did go home in that capacity it would
be a good exhibition of the intelligence of Queens-
land. The hon. member also pointed out that
there were some good prizes to be got in this
country. He admitted that; but it was some-
thing like the consultation sweep on the Mel-
bourne Cup-—there were also a good many
blanks, The Chief Secretary had charged the
Opposition side with not wishing to see a greater
population in the country ; but the hon. gentle-
man was entirely wrong there. He(Mr. Ryland)
wanted to see the population of Queensland
doubled or trebled within thenextfiveyears. Ifwe
had ten or twenty times the present population
under proper conditions it would be all the
better for the colony. Better land laws were
wanted and better opportunities to utilise the
natural resources of the colony. There was
any amount of mineral wealth locked up in
freehold estates which could not be prospected
owing to the want of a mining on private
property law. Of course, people might obtain
permission to prospect, but it was not likely that
prospecting would be done on those large free-
holds under present conditions. If there was
a mining on private property law in Queensland,
it would open up a lot of that country.

The CHATIRMAN : I think the hon. member
is now wandering away from the question, and I
must ask him o confine his remarks to the
question before the Committee.

Mr. RYLAND said he was trying to show
that if the conditions here were such that people
could make a good and honest living this vote
for immigration would not be required.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member will see
that the question of mining on private property
is not relevant to the question before the Com-

1ttee.

Mr, RYLAND said he was only giving that
as an example in passing. Under the system of
immigration that had been in force in Queens-
land, numbers of people had been brought out
here at the expense of this colony, and 50 per
cent, of them had gone to the other colonies,
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Recently a good many of them had gone to
Western Australia. If sufficient inducements
were offered, there were any number of farmers
in the southern colovies who would come
here and settle on the land, and they would
be a good deal better settlers than immigrants
brought here at the expense of the State.

With regard to domestic servants,
[9'30 p.m.] if there was good employment here

for them and plenty of work,
numbers of domestic servants would come out,
as well as other labourers. He thought a very
much bester class of mistresses was wanted.
There was a great want of good mistresses in
Queensland. A good master very often made a
good servant, and a good mistress a good servant.
If they could only get some sort of a reformation
in society In this respect, it would be a great
national benefit. He hoped the whole vote
would be wiped out, and he would sooner see the
£50,000 spent in other ways—in opening up the
lands of the colony and in administering the
second part of the Co-operative Land Settle-
ment Act. They could only expect failure under
that Act under the present conditions, If they
could only put the second part of that Act into
proper operation, it would be much better for
the colony and for the co-operative settlements,
because it would take the surplus labour away
from the towns, which was giving many towns a
bad name. He was entirely against the vote,
and he was going to vote against it.

My. HIGGS (Fortitude Valley) said he thought
the present system was a very unsound oue,
but he agreed that the matter was largsly one
of administration. If the present law were pro-
perly administered a large desirable population
would be attracted to the colony. There was
no doubt a large population was desired in
Queensland, and they could not expect to get
the benefits of civilisation without a large
population. But they had a number of gentle-
men controlling the destinies of the country who
thought that the affairs f the colony would be
better conducted by enabling syndicates and
companies to get hold of large areas of land,
while the small farmers were unot able to
obtain small areas near markets, The hon.
member for Brisbane North pointed out that
after he had been out here two years he
was an employer of labour, but the condition
of things had changed since that houn. member
had arrived in Australia. They were worse
in the old country and better bere when he
arrived, but the conditions of the working classes
had very much improved in the old country
gince then, and had very much deteriorated in
the colonies. They did not bring these people
out to settle on the land as agriculturists, but
to compete with agricultural labourers who
were getting as low as 10s. a week ; to compete
with compositors who were getting from £2 to
£3 a week; and to compete with carpenters,
joiners, stonemasous, and other artizans, who
were receiving a less rate of wages than men of
the same class were getting in the old country.
It had been indicated that the proper class of
men to bring out were those with a capital
of £100, £200, or £300, but those people who
had such capital were not likely to come to
Australia when they could do as well in the old
country. They were bringing out a number of
young women as domestic servants, presumably ;
but he thought, with the hon. member for Gympie,
that there was room for considerable improve-
ment on the part of mistresses. Although some
mistresses could not pay high wages they might
give their servants more reasonable hours, in
order to enable them to get home, or to see
their friends during certain hours, What was
supposed to be a body of domestic servants
came out by the “ Duke of Portland,” but they
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were not engaged wholly as domestic servants;
some of the factory proprietors eng ged some of
these girls, When they were taken into the
factories they competed with a class of labour
which was paid ill enough already, and drove
them into other cocupations in which there was
just the same competition. He thought the
Government should strike that vote out at the
earliest possible moment and turn their attention
to——

Mr. LEAHY : Strike it out now.

Mr. HIGGS : They could not strike it oub
now, because vhere were too many gentlemen in
the House who said they believed in the law of
supply and demand, and yet were going to pass
a vote which was an interference with that law.
He believed it was not possible to reduce it in
the House constituted as it was at present;
but he was in hopes, if the Minisiry would pay
attention to the wants of a large class that
wanted to settle on the lands of the colony near
to markets, they would soon attract a popula-
tion, and attract it without any of the dis-
tressing evils that were attendant on the intro-
duction of Siate-aided immigrants. He was
inclined to think that, not only in connection
with male immigrants, but also in connection
with female immigrants, cer:ain individuals were
brought out to Australia to get rid of them—that
there were people in the old country only too
willing—he bad it on the authority of captains
of imraigrant vessels—to give recommendations
of character to certain persons who were not of
the best class to come out to Australia becsuse
they wanted to get rid of them from the various
towns and parishes of the old land. Hebelieved
that if the Ministry altered their tactics and
recognired the wants of the people, and not the
wants of the banking corporations and syndicates,
they would be able to establish here a clags that
would render this vote for assisted immigration
quite unnecessary.

* Mr. KERR (Barcoo) said he could not allow the
statement made by the Premier that his party
were opposed to immigraiion to go unchallenged.
I'wo sessions ago he stated that it was impossible
to get farm labourers and domestic servants to
come out from the old country at the rate of
wages offered here ; but the hon. member for
Cook, who was always ready to back up the
Government, made the statement that wages
were much lower in the old countiy than they
were here. Now that statement of his (Mr.
Kerr’s) was confirmed by the report of the Agent-
General. It was also borne out by a letter he
had received only this week from a gentleman
who wasnow in the old country, but who was
for years a resident of Charters Towers, The
letter stated that things in the old country
had mever been so presperous for many years
as they were now—that every branch of trade
was brisk, that buildings were going up every-
where, that there was a scarcity of farm
labourers, and that female domestic servants
were almost impossible to obtain. If people
could get good wages in the old country, why
should they leave their relatives and friends
and come out to a new country of the con-
ditions of life in which they knew nothing?
In reply to the statement of the Premier
that his party were opposed to immigration,
he would point out that he had done as much
as any single man to get people to come out
to Queensland. The records in Rockhamypton
and other portions of the colony where he
had resided would show that he had nomi-
nated a number of people, many of whom, ke
was glad to say, were still in the colony and
doing well. For a number of years, how-
ever, he had felt that he could not recom-
mend people to come. He had stated the rates
of wages and the difficulty there was in getting
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constant employment, and they considered that,
with the wages and the constant employment
they could get at home, they would not be better-
ing their conditions by ewmigratisg to Queens-
land. It would only be when the rates of wages
were raised and the conditions under which ser-
vants were employed here were improved that
the colony could hope to get the class of immi-
grants it wanted. He agreed with the Agent-
General that the class of labour that could be
got in the United Kingdom at present was not
the class that was wanted here. What Queens-
land needed was agriculturists who would settle
in the far Western portions of the eolony. He
believed there were people who would emigrate
to Queensland if the conditions under which
land could be taken up in the West were
improved, and who would engage in sheep farm-
ing. Some of those who had come out on
his advice had gone in for sheep farming; but
they had brought a little capital with them, and
with that to aid them, and perseverance and
good seasons, they had amassed a little money.
In reply to what had been said by the hon.
member for Brisbane North, he would like to
point out that when that hon. gentleman came
out there were more advantages and more open-
ings than there were at present,

The CHIEr SECRETARY: No.

Mr. KERR: When he came to Rockhampton
twenty-five years ago he had an offer of thre= or
four jobs as soon as he arrived ; but when he
was 11 Rockhampton a few years after he
was unable to get employment at his trade,
and that condition of things existed at present
sometimes. There were men of the same trade
as himself-—good skilled workmen—who had
a very hard struggle to get a job which could
be considered as constant. If a man got a
job at £3 a week, if the work was nobt con-
stant, it was not as good as coustant work
at £2 5s. or £2 a week, Then, again, they
had to take into consideration the fact that the
conditions of life in the old country were much
more favourable. It was possible to rear a
family much mors comfortably in the old
country, and the opportunities for finding em-
ployment for their children were also greater. A
man might get a little extra money in Queens-
land, but if he got sick in the West, it cost a
good deal to come to the coast towns for medical
attendance and to recruit. If greater induce-
ments were offered to people to settle on the
land, there would be a better class of immi-
grants. Greater inducements were offered to
people to go to Canada and the United States
of America. The voyage was much shorter,
for one thing. But numbers of people would
be quite willing to come to Queensland if it
could be shown to them that they would better
their condition by coming here. As to the
Chief Secretary twitting hon. members on the
Opposition side with being opposed to immi-
gration, such was not the case. There were
members on that side of the Comwmittee who
had done a great deal in the way of endeavour-
ing to bring a good class of people to the
colony. The official records in Rockhampton
would show that when Dr, Salmond was immi-
gration agent in Rockhampton, he (Mr. Kerr)
was the means of nominating a number of
people, who came to the Central district, and
remained in the colony. He was sorry to say
that he had found numbers of people in New
South Wales who came to Queensland at the
expense of the taxpayers, but left on account
of their inability to find employment. Even
in South Australia and Western Australia there
were large numbers of people who came to
Queensland at the colony’s expense. They should
have immigration agents in the old country
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who would tell people the truth about the
colony, so that they would not be disgusted
when they arrived in the colony. Let them be
told that if they came to Rockhampton or
Towasville they could get railway passes which
would take them as far as the railways went,
but if they went further out in search of work
they would have to take their swags on their
backs and their water-bags, that they would
have to cook for themselves, and that they
would have to suffer many inconveniences to
which they were unaccustomed, Tell the people
the truth, and the discontent that existed at the
present time among immigrants would disappear.
He was certainly opposed to the present system
of immigration, and if an amendment was
moved in the vote he would support it.

Mr., STEWART : That appeared to be the
most extraordinary proposition of the many
extraordinary propositions of the Government.
The only inference to be drawn from the vote
was that the conditions of Queensland were not
sufficiently favourable to induce people to come
here, and therefore they had to be subsidised
before they came. A very good example of how
that sort of thing worked could be found in the
case of steamship companies. If they desired to
get a steamship company to send vessels to the
Gulf ports, they had to subsidise them, because
the trade of the ports was not sufficient to
induce any company to take up that particular
line. Thesame rule applied with reference to
population. By that vote they were simply
subsidising people to come here. Had it not
occurred to the hon. gentleman in charge of
the affairs of the country that, instead of spend-
ing large sums of money in bringing people
here—but who would not then remain here—they
turned their attention to improving the condition
of the people already in the colony ? Would not
that be a means of inducing further immigration ?
If they could make there own people comfortable
and happy ; if they could get constant employ-
ment and good wages, then immigrants would
undoubtedly come here from all parts of the
world.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Other countries can
do the same, which are much closer to England.

Mr. STEWART: He did not know whether
it was fortunate or unfortunate for them that
people in England at the present time were
very prosperous. The working classes in Eng-
land were so prosperous that they looked upon
emigration to anywhere with an unfavourable
eye. They could not even be persuaded to go
across the ‘herring pond” to Canada or the
United States of America, and, if that was the
case, was it not ridiculous to suppose that
they would come all the way to Australia?
The policy of the country in connection with the

increase of population should be to

[10 p.m.] encourage the settlement of people

on the soil, and to make the people
we had here comfortable and happy. Let them
have good wages and constant employment, and
then there would always be an inducement for
others to follow. Were not the many thousands
of Europeans who went to the Transvaal induced
to go there by the high wages which were paid
and the excellent conditions which existed?
And if we had the same conditions in Queens-
land, instead of having to subsidise people to
come to our shores, they would come in thou-
sands of their own accord. When the gold boom
started in Western Australia, that colony did
not require to subsidise immigrants in order
to induce them to go there, but men went
there by the hundred from the other colonies of
Australia, from New Zealand, from Great
Britain, and even from South Africa. The
first requisite, if they wanted to have population,
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was to have good conditions. If they could
show the people of Europe that they would be
better off here than they could possibly be in
their own country, then there was a very large
number who would inevitably come here, as the
population of Hurope was very dense, and a
considerable proportion of that population were
casting their eyes round every corner of the
world trying to find out some spot where they
might be able to improve their condition.
Wealth was now more equally disseminated
than it usedtobe, and there were large numbers of
the working classes in the old world who were
able to pay their own passages to any portion
of the world, and many of them would eome to
this colony and pay their own passages if the
inducements offered were sufficient. They had
a most excellent evidence of that in the recent
rush to Klondyke, when tens of thousands of
men went to enormous expense, braved the
rigours of an Arctic climate, and underwent
great hardships trying to get to that new
Eldorado. Those men risked very much to go
there in the hope that they would achieve a
fortune more easily than in their own country,
and if it could be shown that there was a fortune
for them here they would come to Queensland.
The whole question of land administration and
of the development of their mining resources
was involved in the question of immigration.
If they threw open the resources of the
colony to the people, and made them easy of
access, they would not only be able to grow
people of their own much more rapidly than they
were doing at the present time, but they would
offer attractions to the people of other countries
to come to the colony. Kvery member of the
House wished to see a larger population in Aus-
tralia than there was at present, and they all
recognised that there was room for millions of
people in Queensland, and that millions of people
could make a living in the colony under certain
eircumstances, but they had not yet reached
that point of development. There was any
quantity of room out on the Western plains
for tens of thousands of men: but under
present circumstances it would be impossible
for them to make a living there. But he
believed that, under proper conditions, within
a very few years they could double, ftreble,
and quadruple the population of Western
Queensland. As a matter of fact, however, the
conditions of the Western portions of the colony
at the present time were adverse to an increase
of population, No doubt during recent years,
under the healthy influence of the Labour party,
the Government had been making a gradual
change in their policy in that respect, but a great
deal required to be done yet. Those large areas
which were held by banking syndicates and
absentee companies required to be broken up
into small holdings, and those holdings settled by
men who would live there, and rear families
there. No doubt that would come in time, but
it ought to come sooner than it was likely to
come, and the period of its advent would be
largely influenced by the policy which Parlia-
ment pursued. Hitherto the iufluence bad been
in exactly the opposite direction, and that was
not confined to the Western portion of the colony.
The very same thing held good on the coast.
Until within a few years back, and until the
Agricultural Lands Purchase Act was put into
operation, the Darling Downs country was in
the possession of private and of synnicate owners,
and there was not a single acre of it available for
settlement.

AT};e CHIEF SECRETARY : Didn’t you oppose the
ct?

Mr. STEWART : Did the hon. gentleman
want to drag him into a discussion of the merits
and demerits of the Act? The Act was befter
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than no Act; but there was another method
which might have been adopted, and which
would have been much better even than that Act,
which, if properly administered, was not a bad
Act after all. He was pointing out that the
policy of the Government so far as settlement on
the land was concerned had been to prevent
a natural increase of population. They wanted
to reverse all that. Come down nearer to
the coast, and all the way from Brisbane to
Townsville, and also in the district he repre-
sented, they found the same thing operating :
Large areas had got into few hands, and settle-
ment was blocked in consequence. Many men
desired to settle on the land, and there was no
land available, unless they went to a great dis-
tancs from the railway or a market. The whole
conditions were hostile to the increase of popu-
lation, and, notwithstanding that, the Govern-
ment proposed to borrow £50,000 to bring immi-
grants to the colony. From whatever point of
view it was looked at the whole thing appeared
to be a mistake. The question of supply and
demand had been dealt with, and some hon.
members had objected to the expenditure pro-
posed on the ground that only workers would
be brought here, and they would compete with
the workers already here and, as a conse-
quence, would lower wages and make the
conditions less favourable than they were even
at the present time. There was a great deal
in that argument. Why should the working
people of Queensland be asked to subsidise
workers from Great Britain and Europe to
come here and compete with themselves? Would
the Attorney-General send £5,000 home and
import fifty lawyers from London te compete
with him in the Brisbane lawyer market? It
would be considered a very foolish stroke of
business if he did. Why should the man in
Queensland who had only his labour to sell
be exposed to conditions different to anyone
else? Take the case of the Queensland farmer :
His potatoes, maize, and wheat were protected
against the potatoes, maize, and wheat of the
farmers in the 'southern colonies. Take the
sugar-grower, the bootmaker, the cabinet-maker,
and the whole gamut of manufacturers, and
all their occupations were in some way or
other protected. But when they came to the
man who had nothing to sell in the open
market but his labour, they found that he
was not only to be subjected to unrestricted
competition, but labour was actually brought
here, at his own expense, to compete with him
in his own market. What would the farmers of
(Jueensland say if the Government proposed to
import 1,000 tons of potatoes or 5,000 tons of
hay or chaff at the public expense to compete
here with the potatoes and chaff grown in
Queensland ? ““ Do unto others as you would
that others should do unto you” was an excel-
lent rule, and that was all that they who advo-
cated the claims of labour put forward.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What is all this stone-
walling about?

Mr. STEWART was not consciously stone-
walling, and a question like that involving an
expenditure of £50,000, and a serious annual
charge upon the revenue, and also a disturbance
of the labour market, was an important question,
which he was entitled to discuss as fully as he
chose. Queensland had been pursuing a policy
of immigration almost since she was a seli-
governing colony, and he found they had spent
between £3,000,000 and £4,000,000 on immigra-
tion. That meant that whether they imported a
single immigrant or not they were spending
every year about £130,000 for immigration,
enough every year to import 8,000 immigrants.
Did any hon, member say that they received full
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value for that expenditure? It had beensaid that
they had been importing immigrants for the other
colonies, and from his own observation he could
say there was a geat dealof truth in the statement,.
They stayed in the colony perhaps for a few
weeks, and then took steamer for the southern
colonies. If that had been the case in the past
it was extremely likely it would be so in the
future. It was astonishing to him that the Chief
Secretary did not deal with the matter in his
own favourite manner, and say that that was
practically a federal question. Why did he not
refer it to the Federal Government? They
would spend £50,000 during the ensuing year,
and yet within a year federation would have
been accomplished, the immigrants would have
come out here, a large number of them would
have drifted down south, and this colony would

have incurred liabilities for the southern
colonies. Was there any need at the present

mowment for a system of immigration? An
increase in population was not the only thing
desirable. They might have 10,000,000 of people
here, and yet they might be in abject poverty.
In India almost every second year there were
famines that swept away millions of people. It
was not so much how many people were in the
colony, but what was their condition. It might
suit some people to have a large and poverty-
stricken population. Side by side were often
found extreme wealth and extreme poverty ; but
that was not the kind of thing that a man who
wished to see the human race progress rationally
desired. His party were striving to increase the
happiness and comfort of the great mass of the
people, and every act they perforined, every word
they uttered, was done with that one object, They
might fail in their efforts, but that was theirdesire.
They did not desire to see hills of wealth on one
side and great holes of poverty on the other, yet
that was the only result that could follow if
they had a dense population without proper
industrial and social conditions, In nation-
building as in eyerything else it was wise to
hasten slowly. The tree that tock the longest
to come to maturity was the one that stocd the
blast of years the longest, They had heard of &
certain gourd which grew in a night—Jonah’s
gourd—but it withered away; and as it
was with individuals, and gourds, and trees,
so it was with nations. The slower the growth
the better and the more enduring the life.
There was no particular reason why they should
desire to rush in population here; let it grow as
quickly as circamstances would permit, but do
not let there be any artificial additions to the
population. Just as they prepared the country,
and opened up its resources, so would population
increase. e was much amused with a sugges-
tion made by the hon, member for Brisbane
North that a certain number of members of
Parliament should be sent to the old country
every year as immigration lecturers. If he went
there as an immigration lecturer he would tell
the whole truth, and nothing but it. He would
tell the people that Queensland was » magnificent
country, with splendid pastoral, mimng, and
agricultural resources; that the climate was
much superior to that of the old country ; that
a young man, diligent, sober, and thrifty had
a prospect before him that a young man in
the old country never could have; and then he
would show the other side of the picture. He
would tell them that notwithstanding they had
all those advantages they had also certain dis-
advantages. He would tell them of the con-
tinuous Government ; that they had very good
land laws in some ways, but very badly
administered ; that if they came here they would
have to contend against droughts and floods;
that they would have to compete not only with
their fellow whiteman but with people of all
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the colours of the rainbow. If they went in for
market gardening he would tell them that they
would have to compete with Chinamen ; if they
went in for ploughing on the sugar plantations
they would have to compete with kanakas;
and if they wanted employment in the sugar
mills they would have to compete with Japanese,
If he told them that, they would put the good

against the bad and resolve to stay
[10°30 p.m.] where they were. The Government

said they wanted to bring out agri-
cultural labourers. What inducements had
we to offer agricultural labourers to come
here? Suppose he was appointed a lecturer,
and he went to his nasive country, where
there were the best ploughmen in the world.
If he went to the populous centres there,
and told them that they could get from Bs. a
week and rations to £1 a week and rations they
would simply laugh at him, because they could
get more where they were. If they asked him
whether they could get conmstant employment
here, he would be compelled to say they could
not, because he knew very well during a drought
the ground was too hard to plough, and after
rain it was too wet for some time; and taking
the year all round the agricultural labourer was
employed longer in the old count'y during the
year than he was here. And where was the
need of going to the old country and asking
m-n to leave fairly good conditions and come out
here to something much worse? Was there any
particular demand here for agricultural labour-
ers? The Immigration Agent’s report for last
year stated that more agrienltural labourers
applied for employment than he conld find work
for; and in his (Mr. Stewart’s) opinion nof one
immigrant should he brought to the colony until
every man already here was employed. The
hon. member for Brisbane North said that every
man in the city of Brisbsne was fully employed
—but what was the reason? Was it because of
any natural increase of trade, or was it becauge
there was between £200,000 and £300,000 of public
money being spentin thecity of Brisbaneat present
on public building+? After those buildings were
complered, the condition of things in Brisbane
would be much worse than before the money was
spent. But even if the people of Brisbane were
so fully employed, there were many portions of
the colony where there were numbers of unem-
ployed. In his own electorate the people at the
meatworks were working only half-time and
getting half wages ; in the Western conntry, and
along the coast as well, a largs number of work-
men could not find employment. In some of the
mining districts business was not nearly so brisk
as it was some time ago. There was a number
of men unemployed at Gympie, and he had
heard that at Charters Towers there was always
a certain proportion of unemployed. All over
the mining distric s there were men scattered up
and down fossicking here and there—developing
the country no doubs, but making a very poor
livelihood.  All that went to show that instead
of the colony requiring more workmen, what we
wanted wasmore work forthe people already here.
If no guarantee could be given o the men to be
brought out here, why should they be brought
out? The hon. member for Brisbane North said
that there was plenty work here at old-country
wages, bub he (Mr. Stewart) did not know what
that hon. member meant by old-country wages.
The Government should be prepared fo_offer
men something better than they wers getting in
the old country, in order to induce them to come
out here. Why should they break up their
homes in the old country if they could not get
beiter conditions in the colony? The hon.
member said they ought to be prepared to take

‘the same wages as they received at home, buf he

(M}, Stewart) thought they should offer these
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men proper inducements t6 come out to Queens-
land. From the Auditor-General’s report he
found that last year £7,328 was spent on passage
money, and £6,978 on contingent expenses.

At 1042, .

Mr. DUNSFORD called attention to the state
of the Committee.

Quorum formed.

Mr. STEWART : There was a difference of
£400 between the money expended on passages
and that spent on contingencies last year. There
ought to be some explanation of that, as it cost
as much to get an immigrant out as it did to pay
his passage money. In the Queensland Figaro—
an ardeat supporter of the policy of the present
Government—there was a full page advertise-
ment dealing with Queensland immigration.
He would like to know what was the use of
publishing that? If they wished for immigra-
tion, there was no need to adveriise in the
colony, but they should advertise where the
immigrants were to be found.

Hon. D. H. Darrympre: These papers are
sent away.

Mr. STEWART did not _believe these papers
went outside the colony. The fact of the matter
was that most of this money which was supposed
to be spent on bringing immigrants out here was
spent in subsidising Governmeut organs. No
doubt Figaro was all right as a publication. He
would read the advertisement. It began—

Immigration Office, Kangaroo Point, Brisbane. Nomi-

nated Passengers. Permanent residents in Queensland
wishing to obtain passages for their friends or relatives
in the United Kingdom or the Continent of Europe,
may do so under the provisions of the Imnigration Act
by making payments to the Immigration Agent in
Brisbaue or the Assistant Immigration Agents, Mary-
borough, Bundaberg, Rockhampton, Mackay, or
Townsville, or to the C.PS. at any other town in the
colony, upon the following scale -
There was no inducement for men of fifty years
of age to come to the colony. It was absolutely
ridiculous to expect to induce men of that age to
come out. They would not even find employment
in the meatworks of the colony, where the average
wagewas about15s. In Rockhampton theaverage
rate of wages was somewhere about 24s. a week
and food. He believed that in Townsville it was
about the same, and at the meatworks west of
Rockhampton it was £1 and tucker. These
wages were very low considering the kind of work
the men were called on to do and the uncertain
nature of the employment. Owing to the
drought, the meatworks were not working half
the time, and, as a necessary consequence, the
men were only earning half wages. The adver-
tisement proceeded :—

Males between 1 and 12 years, £2; between 12 and
40, £4; over 40 and nunder 55, £3.

Females between 1 and 12, £1; between 12 ana 40,
£2; over 40 and under 55, £8.

Males or females, 55 and upwards, the full passage
money, £13 13s.

Ship kits are supplied free to all nominated passen-
gors.

Assi'sted Passengers.—The Agent-General for Queens-
land, in London, will entertain applications for some
assistance towards the total cost of passage from small
capitalist farmers, market gardeners, dairymeun, and
orchardists—especially in the case of those having
families, TFull particulars as to occupations of the
head and the members of the family, their available
capital, and intentions as to pursait on landing, etc.,
should be forwarded with the application, and each
case gvill be considered on its merits, “Whatever money
contributions it may be decided to grant towards the
cqst.of passage, may apply to the case of persons
wishing to proceed to the colouy by sceond as well as
steerage ship accommodation.

Free Passengers—Female domestic servants and farm
labourers will be granted tree passages to Queensland
upon the approval of the Agent-General in London, and
forms of application setting forth the terms and con-

ditions upon which such passages will be granted.

may be obtained by communication with the officg of
the Agent-General, who must be thoroughly satisfed
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with the character and bona fides of each applicant.
The only outlay to be incurred by the emigrant will
be the cost of transit from his place of residence to the
port of embarkation, and also the charge for ship kit—
namely, all emigrants, as enumerated above, will be
accommodated, free of all expeuse, at the Immigration
Depdt at the port of arrival for fourteen days or such
period as may eunible them to complete their arrange-
ments, and they will further be entitled to receive a
free pass to any part of the colony where & railway line
exists.

Full-paying Passengers.-——Any person whose applica~

tion for an assisted passage cannot be entertained can,
as heretofore, avail himself of the third-class passenger
rate—namely, £13 18s. (including ship kit), granted by
the British-India Company’s direet line of steamers
from London to Queensland.
What earthly use was there in bringing out
market gardeners? Would they not have to
compete with John Chinaman, who would run
them off on the shortest notice? There was
absolutely no demand for farm labourers ; there
were more agricultural labourers in the colony
than they could employ. With regard to female
domestic servants, it must be admitted that
there was a distinct distaste on the part of young
colonial females to enter domestic service.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: To be a slave.

Mr. STEWART : They would rather go into
shops or factories, In fact, they would rather
do anything than become what was commonly
called a “‘slavey.” It was a regrettable fact,
because he could not eonceive of any better
training for them than to serve under a good
mistress for some years.

Mr. BELL: What is the explanation of that
state of things?

Mr. STEWART : The young colonial female
thought herself, perhaps, a ‘“cut above”
domestic service. She objected to the confine-
ment, for onething. If she went to a shop, she
started work at a certain hour in the morning
and went away at a certain hour in the evening.
Then, perhaps, she had a half-holiday on Satur-
day. In domestic service she had to get up
between 5 and 6 o'clock in the morning and re-
main at work until——-

Mr. Ryrann: Half-past 11 at night.

Mr. STEWART: He would not go to
extremes. On the average, she was employed
from 6 o’clock in the morning until 8 o’clock at
night every day from one year’s end to the other,
with, perhaps, rare intervals. These were con-
ditions that no man would submit to. The
remedy lay in making the occupation of domestic
service more pleasant and more comfortable. If
that was done, they would not have to send to
the old country for domestic servants, It was
a great misfortune for the young men as well
as the young women of Queensland, that the
colonial female would not enter domestic ser-
vice. When they got married, as they inevit-
ably did, the women had no training in the par-
ticular kind of work they would then have to do.
They did not know how to cook, or how to do

anything so far as carrying on the

[11 p.m.] work of a house was concerned.

Unhappiness was the result, and
that was perbaps one reason why the average
young Australian shied clear of matrimony.
The whole question was one of great importance
to the community, Domestic service was a
much better training for young women than
serving in shops, working in factories, or becom-
ing clerks in the post office or at railway stations.
‘Woman’s chief aim in life was matrimony. The
whole population question was invelved in that.
They ought to try and arrange their social rela-
tions so that men and women would unite in
matrimony and multiply and replenish the earth.
They wanted population. A few nightsago hon.
members advocated the wider employment of
woman, He had no doubt that in Europe,
where the sexes were almost equally balanced,
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large numbers of women could not get married,
simply because there were not men enough to
go round ; but in Australia men were in a large
majority, and their young women should engage
in the glorious business of nation building.

Mr. GLASSEY thought the discussion had
gone on long enough. He certainly was not
going to stop there all night to take part in a
discussion for which there was no necessity,
and it was only reasonable that they should take
a vote. He moved the reduction of the vote by
£20,000. That would leave £30,000, a little
larger sum than was voted last year. That was
quite sufficient. Although the money came out
of loan, an not out of revenue, the Government
were pursuing a mistaken policy. If they could
induce the right class of people to come to the
colony, if they could be absorbed into the popu-
lation when they arrived and could obtain
remunerative employment, there would not be
the same objection to the vote. But that was
not the case, and it was on that account that he
moved the reduction.

Mr. LESINA said he was sent there as an
opponent of State-assisted immigration, and, as
he was not a mere voting machine, he wished to
give his reasons for supporting the amendment.
Liast year the trust and special funds, the Loan
Fund Hstimates, and the Appropriation Bill had
been passed practically without discussion, and
it was all the more necessary that the question of
immigration should now receive the attention
which it deserved. According to table P, attached
to the Financial Statement, the expenditure on
account of immigration from the date of separa-~
tion to 30th June, 1899, was £3,154,030 5s. 9d.
That was the cost of introducing 184,000 people.
Were the majority of those people now in
Queensland, or had they drifted to the other
colonies ?

The PreMier: They have made the colony
what it is to-day.

Mr. LESINA : At one time the other colonies
had - voted money for the purpose of obtaining
immigrants, but all of them had abandoned that
policy with the exception of Queensland.
Iustead of sending lecturers to Kurope, why
should they not send them to the other colonies
in order to secure people who were already used
to the econditions surrounding Australian indus-
trial and civic life? They could point out the
splendid advantages offered by Queensland. They
could point out their liberal land Jaws, what a
liberal (overnment they had, and how superior
Queensland was to the other colonies. It was
pointed out during the fereral campaign what
a glorious country Queensland was, and how
superior it was to the other colonies. Bug
they were sending home to England, Scotland,
and Wales for immigrants, and when they
arrived here they drifted over to New South
Wales and the other colonies. What advantage
was that to the unfortunate taxpayers of
Queensland? He agreed with the staternent
made by the Treasurer in his Budget Speech
that, ‘“the prosperity of our own people after
all is the greatest inducement we can offer to
the surplus population of the old world to come
here and participate in our advantages.” But
what were the inducements held out to those
people ? They wereasked to come here to settle on
thesoil, but they were not told that the Govern-
ment were buying back land at three times its
value in order tosettle farmers who were already
in the colony on the soil, that squatters held
185,096 square miles of country, that banks and
syundicates held 238,000 squares wiles, farmers
12,070 squars miles, and agricultural farmers
3,630 square miles. Those facts were not placed
before the people of Great Britain. Mr. Randall
had issued a pamphlet in the old country deal-
ing with immigration, and pointing out the
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advantages which Queensland offered to persons
desiring to settle here, and in that pamphlet
there was a poem containing these lines :—

There is room and there is freedom, there is virgin soil

to till ;
There to gain an independence, ail that’s wanted is the
will.

That little poem jarred with the facts he had
mentioned with reference to the purchase of
estates by the Government, and the area of
country held by banks, syndicates, grazing
farms, and agricultural farmers. All persons
were, the Agsnt-General stated, eligible as
immigrants, without respect to occupation, age,
or sex, and yet hon, members were told here that
it was agriculturists who were required. The
officer in charge of the Government Labour
Bureau, stated in his aonual report that
in only about five places was the demand
for labour greater than the supply, and that
in every other place the supply was greater
than the demand. From the reports made
by the distriet officers of that department it
appeared that at Allora large numbers of
labourers had been passing through the town in
quest of employment ; that at Aramac the wages
for labourers were from £1 to £1 10s. and found :
at Banana the ruling rates of wages for station
hands and fencers, which were the main employ-
ments offering, were from 20s. to 25s. and
rations ; at Beaudesert the rates of wages were
15s. per week and found for farm labourers, and
105, for usaful lads; at Blackall no engage-
ments had been made through the office during
the year; at Boonah there were few appli-
cations for labour; at Burketown there was
very little demand for labour, either in the
town ovr district; at Bundaberg 907 appli-
cants out of 1,228 found employment; at
Cabarlah there were no applications for employ-
ment during the year ; at Cairns, where domes-
tic servants had to compete with Chinese, Java-
nese, Cingalese, and a mixed and indefinite
breed of aliens, the ruling rates of wages for
domestic servants were from 10s. to 15s. a week ;
at Charleville the demand for labour was nil;
at Chinchilla there had bheen no demand for
labour during the year, the supply being in
excess ; at Cleveland there had been very little
demand for labour during the year; at Clon-
curry there was practically no market for labourat
present ; at Cooktown there had been a consider-
able number of unemp'oyed ; at Dalby the supply
of labour was fully equal to the demand; at
Eidsvold there had been wno applications for
labour through the year, during which thirty-
eight men, looking for work, were supplied with
rations ; at Emu Park males received 15s. a
week and found; females getting 15s. a week ;
waitresses 15+, per week, and cooks £1 a week and
found. At Esk all labour requirvments were
mostly met by the fixed population. At Eulo
£1 5s. and board wasthe standard wage forstation
work ; at Geraldton the supply in all other cases,
except that of carpenters, had been equal to
the demand ; and at Georgetown there was no
demand for labour of any description. Yet they
were told there was a demand for lahour all
over Queensland, and that employers were
simply panting for domestic servants and farm
labourers.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : And yet those people
are absorbed as they arrive.

Mr. LESINA would tell the hon. gentle-
man how they were absorbed when he came
to that part of the subject, and some of the
conditions under which they were not absorted.
At Gin Gin, firemen were getting £1 13s. a
week, a mill band £1 7s. a week, and find
themselves, aud men in similar occupations could
get. as much in England. At Goodna there
was no demand for labour, -and men were
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working in that district at from 4s. to 6s.
per day. At Gympie carpenters, blacksmiths,
and other artisans were in full supply. At
Ipswich the supply was 677, and the demand
209, so that nearly 500 could not get work
there at all. The wages offering there for
domestic servants ran from 6s. to 10s. a week,
and_for ordinary labourers from 10s. to 12s. per
week., At Jondaryan the report was that a
number of travellers had ohtained work during
the shearing season at Bs. to 6s. a day or 15s.
a week and found, and there were no unem-
ployed in the district except casual swagmen.
The “ casual swagman” was not supposed to be a
human being at all in that report. He could tell
hon. members that the casual swagman was a
distinet entity who would have to be reckoned
with in Queensland society, and there were many
good men “humping bluey” in Queensland. He
could speak feelingly on that subject, as he had
humped bluey in this and the other colonies, and
four years ago in New South Wales he did a
1,500 miles’ track with bluey up. To propose
to add to the class who humped bluey in
Queensland to-day in the never-ending search
for work that never came was nothing short
of -a crime, and those who supported that
vote did an injustice to the community and to
those whom they proposed to bring here. At
Leyburn there was no demand beyond the local
supply. At Maytown the report was that there
were no idle people, nor was there any demand
for labour. At Morven the report. was, ‘*No
unemployed in the district during the year ; few
travelling swugmen; no demand.” Af Nanango
it was doubtful if any extra labour would be
required. At Nerang the ruling rate of wages
was from 10s. to £1 a week and found. At
Normanton there were no unemploved, but the
wages for general labourers was 10s, a week.
They got that in England, and were asked
to leave it and home associations centering
around a place where their ancestors had lived
for centuries, that they might come out here
to work for the same wages on sugar plan-
tations cheek by jowl with kanakas. Why
did not the Government instruct the Agent-
General to send copies of that labour bureau
report to all their immigration agents? A man
would not leave the rockiest patch in Ireland
to come here if he read that report. They
did not do that, but they issued pamphliets
with a beautiful view of Merivale Station, and
told people that a man actually required no
capital at all to establish himself on a selec-
tion in Queensland, which he could get at
half-a-crown an acre payable in ten years,
Such cajolery as that was only false pretences,
for which in ordinary business, the person guilty
of such an offence would get sent to gaol for
three months or longer. At Port Douglas
there was no demand for labour. At Ravens-
wood, a week’s rations had to be given to
twenty-four destitute travellers during the year.
At Rosewood, the report was that a good
number of swagmen came, and went there
between Ipswich and Toowoomba, and some-
times found temporary local work at 15s. a week,
At Roma, a good many rations had been
distributed during the year to old men who
came in seeking admission to Dunwich—worn
out soldiers of industry who had worked their
way for thirty or forty years in the back
districts, Southport—the demand for outside
labour was limited. Southwood—nothing duing
in the labour market. At Stanthorpe a con-
siderable falling off was recorded in the number
looking for rations, and that was about the
best report of the lot. At Surat the wages
offering for fencing and ringbarking were 23a,
and 15s. a week and found. At Tallebudgers
there was no demand. A% Tiaro there was
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little demand for labour. At Winton the supply
of labour had been fully equal to the demand.
And so on down to Yeulba, where there
had been no demand for labour during the past
year. In another part of the same report it
was shown that £5,658 14s. 9d. had been spent
during the year in feeding destitute citizens
throughout the colony who had been too poor
to buy bread for themselves, He remembered
a case of a girl who came here from Norway

in the “‘Duke of Portland,” and
[11'30 p.m.] she was engaged at Bs. a week,

although she was probably led to
believe that she would get £1. Very likely
she had been working at that wage ever since.
He also had it on good authority that a bene-
volent lady in London, who had a home for
reformed girls, had sent a good many of them
out here as immigrants. If it were true that
they were taking in rescued girls at the public
expense, then the fact was worth pondering over,
for he understood that the Agent-General had
to pass all emigrants, and certify as to their
character, Anovther significant fact was that the
2,042 unemployed in Brisbane lost on an average
three weeks’ time during the year. If their
labour was worth only £1 a week that was £3
per head, or a total of £6,129 for the year, and
if to that was added the lost time of other
unemployed throughout the colony, there would
be found to be a total loss of something like
£10,000 or £20,000 a year, And yet they pro-
posed to spend £50,000 to bring others to com-
pete with men who were willing to work for 5s.
per week and upwards. _Another serious fact
was that about 572 of the Brisbane registrations
were those nf married men with average families
of three—572 unemployed men with a small
army of wives and children dependent upon the
result of their labour. Those were facts that
the people of England should ponder over. He
found at the end of the report from which he
had been quoting a list of the tradesmen and
others seeking work, and the number who found
it. ‘There were twelve axeman in demand,
and the supply was ten, who were employed at
from 12s. to 15s. a week. There was a demand
for one baker, and sixteen offered theirservices ;
showing an excess of supply over demand of
fifteen. There was a demand for three black-
smiths, and eighteen offered, the wages being
from 7s. to 10s. a day. Why, a decent black-
smith in the old country could get 8s. a day.
One bushman was asked for during the year,
and twenty-six offered, and the one was engaged
at 16s. a week. For butchers there was no
demand, yet thirty-five were out of employ-
ment. Three caretakers were wanted, and there
was a supply of two, and the wages offered were
6s. a week. Two carpenters were wanted, fifty
rushted the job, and the two were engaged at 9s.
aday. Rougb bridge carpenters got £1 a week
and found.

At twenty-five minutes to 12 o’clock, .

The CHAIRMAN : In accordance with
Standing Order No. 171, T call upon the hon.
member for Dalby, Mr. Bell, to relieve me in
the chair. . .

Mr. BELL took the chair accordingly.

Mr. LESINA: There was no demand for
clerks yet thirty-five were seeking work—they
were a mere surplusage in the labour market.
Thers were fourteen cooks asked for and forty-
seven offered themselves. The men were en-
gaged at from 15s. to £2 a week. There
were thirty-five dairymen wanted and thirty-
two offered, the wages being 10s. to 18s. For
engineers there was no demand, although seven-
teen were on the list. Two engine-drivers
were wanted, and fourteen offered—wages 12s.
Pancy a man who had learned a trade, passed
examination, and become really skilled at his
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work, being offered a wage of 12s. a week.
Farm abourers, 216 were wanted, and 171 were
found, leaving an excess of demand over supply
of forty-five, and the wages were from 10s. to £1
per week ; seventeen grooms were wanted and
forty-nine offered, wages 10s, to 15s. a week.
He maintained that those facts did not by. any
means bear out the contentions of the supporters
of the vote. Although they were only a small
community they had a plethora of unemployed,
who in every branch of the industry were engaged
in cutting down wages, and it was proposed
now to add to the evil by introducing others
to still further increase the competition. With
regard to the lecturers at home engaged in
trying to induce agricultural labourers and
domestic servants to come to Queensland, he
noticed in the Agent-General’s report that a
lecture was given to a large number of labourers
in the east of London by Mr. Ben Tillett, who
strongly counselled those who could to emigrate,
recommending New Zealand for those who
desired comfort merely, but Queensland and its
potentialities in. preference to all who wished to
permanently better their conditions of livelihood
and settle down on their own lands. He would
like to know how many agricultural labourers
were to begotin the East End of London ; hewould
like toknow also whether Queensland could afford
to pay a lecturer to recommend New Zealand
to people in KEngland as a field for emigration?
The amount asked for advertising, commis«ion,
and contingent expenses was £10,000, or £5,000
more than last year.
was printed and circulated for the purpose of
inducing people to come here from the different
Ruropean countries, but the result was very
small. Quite an enormous quantity of immigra-
tion literature had been circulated in Scandinavia.
‘What was the result of all that literature? One
full-paying Swede, who had been followed by
thres other Swedes. Wasit just to fetchthese men
here, who soon after they had arrived in the
colony cleared ont to NewSouth Wales or some
other southern colony, and afterwards returned
to their native homes? Two of these Swedes,
according to the Worker, complained of the
treatment they had received on their arrival in
the colony. They complainsd that they had
been deceived by the immigration agentsin their
native country, and that since their arrival in
Queensland they had only had three weeks’ work,
They were led to believe that Queensland was a
country where they could make money quickly ;
but, as a matter of fact, the conditions in their
own country were far better than they were in
Queensland. He thought the present system of
immigration was a cruel fraud, and that these
men came out here under false pretences. They
had been deceived by touts, whose lies had been
condoned by the present Government, He would
support the motion of the hon. member for
Bundaberg. One man who came out by the
““Duke of Portland” had committed suicide
soon after his arrival in Brisbane because he
could not find work, That was another fruit of
the present system that the present Government
were responsible for. When was this cruel fraud
going to cease? The public of Queensland and
the people in England had not been apprised of the
true facts of the matter, Under present condi-
tions the Government had not found employment
for men within the borders of the colony, and he
strongly protested against the present system of
immigration. It was just as well that Hansard
and the Press generally should note these facts.
Why should men in other countries, where the
conditions were better, break up their homes to
come to Queensland? Some hon. members were
content to sit behind a Government who would
vote large sums of money without any investi-
gation being made at all. The members of the

[22 DucEMBER.]
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Opposition could claim credit that they carefully
scrutinised every vote and every item that was
submitted to the Committee. This vote which
required the most careful scrutiny, had been
increased this year by £27,000. If members on

the other side persisted in support-

[12 p.m.] ing the system, it would be carried

on, and they would be responsible for
it. If they werse parties to inducing unfortunate
men to come out here, and they, like the man he
had referred to, committed suicide because they
could not find work, they would be guilty of
manslaughter. He should certainly vote for the
reduction, .

Mr. HARDACRE (Leichhardt) said he desired
to express his strong objection to this vote, and
most emphatically to protest against the increase
that had been made in it this year., He happened
to be one of the State-assisted immigrants to
Queensland, and he was sorry he had ever come
out. In fact, he had made a vow that he would do
allin his power to prevent other men from being
deceived in the way he had been. This was a
wilful waste of money, It was money expended
on a system of fraudulent misrepresentation,
wilful falsebood, and exaggerated statement as
to the prospect of the country. It took people
away from home and friends. Ittook them away
from good situations. The system of giving
commissions to the thousand emigration agents
was a bad one. These people made the most
glittering statements as to the prospects of
Queensland. It was their business to do it.
They had no consideration for the character of
the people who were sent out. All they cared
about was to get people away and claim their
commission, [t was an utterly wrong, heartless,
and cruel system which he, for one, should have
no part in supporting. Hon. members forgot
that in the colony tbere was a natural increase
of 14,000 persons annually, which was fourteen
times the number brought out to the colony
yearly at this very large expense. It was a
trouble to the people of Queensland how
they were to find openings for their children.
Let hon. members go to some of the small towns
in the inland districts, and they would see the
largenumberof children growing up there, and the
difficulty there was in finding work for them, or
getting land on which they could settle any-
where near their homes. Then look at the
expense of the system. It was enormous. Last
year the expendirure was £22,000, or £22 per
head for every immigrant brought here. But the
chief objection he had was the false pretences
and laying statements which were used to induce
people to come to Queensland. Mr. Randall was
a gentlsman whom he should use every effort to
have removed from the office of Government
lecturer.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : He is a very excellent

officer.
Mr. HARDACRE : It was a scandal for the
Government to have him in the colony’s service,
Lying statements on his part had been proved
over and over again in that House. Then there
was his general lack of ability, and the character
he possessed. He would not say anything about
the moral aspect of his character, but treat
only of its cleanly and social aspect. The
uninviting appearance of the articles that Mr.
Randall exhibited at the various agricultural
shows in England was not likely to lead people
to form a very high opinion of the attractiveness
of the colony. He would always oppose State-
aided immigration, as it was a waste of money,
and caused a great deal of suffering to the people
who were induced to emigrate.

Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay) had a great
deal of sympathy with immigration, but the
people who had been sent out lately, especially
the females, were not of a character to increase
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the reputation of the colony, Some of the
immigrants who came out by the Ducal line of
steamers, especially those who came in the “Duke
of Portland,” as domestic servants, were now
working in factories, while he had been informed
that others were now on the streets of Brisbane.

The CuIEF SECRETARY: That is not true.
Inquiry into the destination of every one of those
girls was made, and it is not a fact.

Mr. JENKINSON accepted the hon. gentle-
man’s statement. The information came to
him from a gentleman he had no reason to
douht. At the same time the hon. gentleman
had heard that the characters of many of the
girls who came out would not bear investigation,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There may be rumours,
but they have not been substantiated.

Mr. JENKINSON : Was it not a fact that
many of the girls had come from rescue homes
in England?

The CHIEF SEORETARY : I deny, so far as we
can ascertain, that they came from the source
referred to.

Mr, JENKINSON : He was bound to accept
the hon. gentleman’s statement, Lut at the sane
time he did not think they were selected as they
should be. They needed more domestic servants,
just as they needed people who wounld settle on
the land. He intended to vote for the reduction.
He wished to know whether anything had been
decided with reference to the sending of Mr.
Fraire to Italy in connection with immigration ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY said that nothing
had been decided with regard to Mr. Fraire’s
mission to Italy, When Mr. Pinucane was in
Italy he got information about some intending
emigrants from Genoa and Piedmont. The
difficulty had always been to get a vessel to call
in at Genoa. Under ordinary circumstances,
those people would have to join an Australian
steamer at Port Said, and hence there had been
some delay in the matter. The Government
were more inclined to encounrage immigration
from the British Isles and Northern Europe, as
the northern nations made better colonists than
the Latin races.

Mr. LESINA asked how it came that the
aboriginals who were sent back to Queensland
by the Agent-General were stranded in London ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY regretted that
owing to the lateness of the hour he was unable
to get the information from official sources, but
be understood that they formed part of a troupe
of aboriginals who were taken to England ; and
when Sir Horace Tozer found them stranded in
London, with his customary benevolence, he
took charge of them, and sent them back to
Queensland.

Question—That £30,000 only be granted-—put ;

and the Committee divided :—
Avgs, 19,

Messrs. Glassey, Rylund, Lesina, Kidston, Givens,
Kerr, W. Hamilton, Browne, Maxwell, Turley, Fisher,
MeDonald, MeDonnell, Dunsford, Stewart, Dawson,
Jackson, Iardacre, and Jenkinson.

Nozs, 27.

Messrs, Philp, Dickson, Rutledge, Foxton, 0’Connell,
Chataway, Murray, Dalrymple, Finney, Leahy, Smith,
Macdonald-Paterson, Petrie, Moore, Forsyth, Bridges,
Stephenson, TForrest, Mackintosh, Campbell, Callan,
J. Hamilton, T. B. Cribb, Cowley, Grimes, Story, and
Annear,

Pairs.

Ayes—Messrs Curtis and Pitzgerald.

Noes—Messrs. Hanran and Bartholomew.

Resolved in the negative.

Mr. LESINA, wished to know what was the
reason for the increase of £1,000 in the item of
reut, printing, stationery, ete., and the increase
of £1,500 in the item incidental expenses,
London office, and in - what manuner those sums
were expended,
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The CHIEY SECRETARY : He had in his
hand an analysis of the expenditure from loan
fund for incidental expenses in connection with
that vote, from which it appeared that the
executive engineer received £400, that £453
was paid for rent, £130 for advertising, £202
for telegrams, £198 for petty cash expenses, £68
for the drawing and mounting of plans, £24 for
subscriptions to newspapers and books, repairs
£83, Scandinavian immigration £194, expenses
at shows £26, carriage of parcels and bills £21,
outfits £7, printing and stationery £89, auditing
£16, engineer’s expenses £26, clerical assistance
£30, typewriting 13s. 3d., postage £106, expenses
of congress at Leige £31, and two other amounts
of £41 and £13. 1f there was any other informa-
tion required he would be glad to supply it.

Mr. Givexs: What is the reason for the
increase this year?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber would observe that the amount asked had
been exceeded last vear.

Mr, HARDACRE was surprised that they
had not heard from the Secretary for Railways
on the vote. He found from Hansard that in
1897 the hon, gentleman had spoken most
strongly against as<isted immigration to this
colony, holding that their first duty was to them-
selves, and that they had no right to consider
people on the other side of the globe. The hon.
gentleman then held the opinions hon. members
on the Opposition side had been expressing that
night, and he might give the Committee scme
explanation of his change of views.

Question put and passed.

MARINE DEPARTMENT—HARBOUR WORKS,
The TREASURER moved that £142,638 be

granted from loan for harbour works. There
were only two items in the vote. £12,638 was

asked as the balance of the vote required for

dredging the entrance to Broadmount Harbour
and £130,000 was asked on account for new
dredges and plant. That was for the Lindon
Bates dredges, the contract price for which was
£155,000, and two tug bosts and appliances
would bring the amount required up to £200,000.

Mr, GIVENS asked if during the recess the
hon. gentleman would have a Harbour Board
Bill drafted for Cairns, so that it might be
introduced early next session ?

The TREASURER : The matter would be
considered during the recess.

Mr, GIVENS: That did not satisfy him.
The Harbour Boards Act of 1892 had been
passed to enable the people concerned in the
welfare of local harbours to form boards to laok
after them, and the people of Cairns, after full
investigation by a committee of the Chamber of
Commerce, and after consultation with the
whole of the local authorities of the whole
of the district served by the port, proposed to
take advantage of that Act. He would like
some specific promise that the people of Cairns
would not be treated as outcasts in the matter.

Hon. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON said
he thought it would be as well for the hon. member
to exhibit patience in this matter. The Premier
had said the matter would be considered during
the recess. That was all he asked for Brisbane,
and he thought it was unwarrantable for the hon.
member to claim an answer at this stage of public
business more specific than he had received.

Mr. ANNEAR (Maryborough) considered that
the request made by the hon. member for Cairns
was a very reasonable one. Of course they did
not want a harbour board for Brisbane as long
as they could draw on the Treasury on every
ocecasion when meney was required. There
would be no need for harbour boards at Mary-
borough and other places if they could draw on



Supply.

the Treasury in the same way. He trusted that
the present Premier was not going to act as
though there were only two places in the colony
—DBrisbane and Townsville, In the past, when
anything was wanted for those two places it
was just put down on the Estimates, and there
was no fear about it going through.

The TREASURER thought there wasno need
for heat over the matter. It was the intention
of the Government to appoint harbour boards
for Brisbane, Maryborough, and Cairns. Towns-
ville had been treated just the same as any other
port in the colony.

Mr, GIVENS was very pleased to hear the
Premier’s assurance that it was intended to
establish & harbour board in Cairns. With
regard to what the hon. member for North Bris-
bane had stated as to the port of Brisbane not
having been treated any better than any other
port in the colony, he wished to point out that
the people of Brisbane rejected the proposal for
a harbour board, because they thought they
would not get sufficient endowment. Accordin
to official documents, he found that £630,598 8s.
9d. had been spent on the port of Brisbane, and
the total revenue to the 30th June last was
£153,378 0s. 4d., leaving a net debit of £477,222
8s. 5d., and yet the hon. member said Brisbane
had pot been well treated. The whole fact of
the matter was that Brisbane did not want a
harbour board, because it could bleed the tax-
payers very well without it. The people of
Cairns only wanted a fair thing, so that they
could manage their own affairs properly in con-
nection with their harbour.

Hon. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON said
that was all the people of Brisbane wanted.

Mr. KIDSTON desired some more informa-
tion about the £130,000—one of the items on the
vote. Were all the harbour board dues paid
into the trust fund ?

The TREASURER : Yes.

Mr. KIDSTON : Was the £130,000 credited
as payment made into that trast fund ?

The TREASURER: No. He hoped that
very shortly they would have harbour boards
established in every port in the colony,

Question put and passed.

BUILDINGS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
Hon. J. Murray, Normanby) moved that
£205,900 be granted from loan fund for public
buildings. There was a considerable increase in
the vote. Theincreases comprised the following
items : Supreme Court additions, £5,000 ; Naval
Defence, stone magazine and smithy, £1,000;
Naval Defence, new headquarters offices, £1,500 ;
new Lands and Survey offices (on account),
a revote of 13,500 new  Post and
Telegraph office (on  account), £10,000;
women’s gaol at South Brisbane, £18,000;
Bundaberg, new Custom-house, £4,000; Bun-
daberg, new police station, £2,000; Dalby
Consumptive Hospital (to complete), £1,5007;
There was a vote of £5,000 for a new courthouse
at Gympie. That was a revote. £2,000 was
asked for additions to the Goodna Lunatic
Asylum, and £5,500 for anew ward there. Fornew
post and telegraph offices at Ipswich £7,500 was
wanted, including £5,000 that had been voted
lagt year. £2,000 was asked for a technical
college there, To complete the new Custom-
house at Rockhampton, for which £12,000 was
voted last year, £6,000 was provided. There
was also a vote of £3,000 for additional cells at
the Rockhampton Gaol, For a new courthouse
at Roma, £6,000 was asked. £15,000 was
set down for a new gaol in that town. To
erect a new Custom-house and titles office at

[23 DrcrmpEs.]
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Townsville £20,000 was put aside, and for boun-
dary walls, etc., to the gaol at Stewart’s Creek
£3,900 was included. £6,500 was provided for a
new ward at the Toowoomba Lunatic Asylum,
and £1,000 was granted for additions to the Too-
woomba Post Office. For Warwick, £4,500 had
been voted to erect new police buildings, and for
other buildings £15,000.

Mr, JENKINSON : And £10,000 for public
abattoirs,

Mr. CAMPBELL (Moreton) referred to the
case of the Under Secretary for Works and Mr,
Jack, and stated that the Secretary for Works
had refused his request for the appointment of a
select committee of the House to inquire further
into the matier. Mr. Jack felt he was resting
under a stigma, and was willing to abide by the
decision of a seleet committee. He (Mr. Camp-
bell) urged the Minister to reconsider the
decision, ard appoint a committes consisting of
Messrs. Annear, Leahy, Petrie, McDonald, and
Jackson.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
claimed that he had fulfilled the promise he had
made to the House in the matter by referring it
to the Civil Service Board for inquiry as to
whether the printed notes of the evidence taken
at the inquiry were correct, and said that if the
hon. member for Moreton felt aggrieved he could
move tor the appointment of a select committee.

How. E. B. FORREST (Brisbane North) said
the Queensland Institute of Architects had been
in communication with the Secretary for Works
on thesubject of architects on the supernumerary
staff of the department taking private work, 1t
appeared that members of the permanent staff
were not permitted under the Public Service Act
to enterinto competition with gentlemen in the
profession outside, but there was no restriction
on the members of the supernumerary staff,
many of whom, as a matter of fact, had been in
the service for one, two, or three years, and who
might, therefore, be regarded as permanent,
There was no specified time when a member of
the supernumerary staff ceased to be regarded
as a temporary hand. One way out of the diffi-
culty that he saw was to fix a time when officers
of the supernumerary staff would cease to be
regarded as supernumerary, and become per-
manent officials.

Hox. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON said
that this had been a public scandal for years

ast.
P The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORKS
sympathised with the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Brisbane North, Mr. Forrest.

The PrEMIER : It should not be allowed.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
thought that after a supernumerary had been six
months in the service he should not be allowed
to take private practice, and promised to try to
get the matter remedied.

Hown. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON asked
if it was intended to call for tenders for the pro-
posed new lands office in Brisbane and Queens-
land only, or in all the colonies?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
replied that with regard to buildings of such
magnitude as the proposed new post and tele-
graph offices in Brisbane it was proposed to
invite designs from all the colonies.

Mr, FISHER contended that when a vote
was asked on account, the total e<timated cost of
the building for which the vote was required
should be given in the Hstimates. He con-
gratulated Brisbane on the large amount it had
had expended during the year on public buildings.

Hon. K. B, Forrrst: All for the public good.
b Mr. ANNEAR: It is all national work in Bris

ane,
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Mr, FISHER also congratulated Roma on
its success in the same respect.

The ArToRNEY-GENERAL: No public buildings
have been put up there for the last twenty
years.

Mr., FISHER thought the Attorney-General
deserved congratulating for having obtained
£21.000from the Governmentin one short session.
The Premier also required congratulations upon

having secured a new Customs-house

[1-30 a.m.] and Titles Office, to cost £20,000,

and buildings in connection with
Stewart’s Creek Gaol. If other electorates
received public expenditure in the same propor-
tion it would make a big hole in the next loan.

Hox. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON con-
tended that the buildings to be erected in
Brisbane were works of a national character.
The total expenditure on Brisbane works was
only one-fifth of the vote, which was less than
its fair proportion. He asked the Attorney-
General to explain how it was that Roma was to
have £21,000 for a courthouse and gaol. That
savoured of a job. If he thought he could suc-
ceed he would move the omission of the vote for
Roma buildings.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A.
Rutledge, Maranoa) said that the strongest
representations had been made to him of the
absolute necessity for building a new gaol at
Roma. The present building was an old wooden
building, and if a fire broke out it meant the
sacrifice of the lives of the prisomers. The new
building would be built of brick. With regard
to the courthouse, Roma was the place where the
Cireuit Court for the whole of the south-western
district sat. Roma was the Western metropolis,
and 4£6,000 was a very modest sum for the
courthouse there. The hon. member for Brisbane
North should be the last man o complain, seeing
the large amount being voted in the hon,
member’s constituency.

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul) asked if any provi-
sion was made in the vote of £15,000 for other
buildings for a police station at Pinkenbah,
which was urgently needed.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
had not got particulars of the works included in
the vote, but he had no doubt from the great
progress being made at Pinkenbah the building
mentioned was provided for.

Mr. ANNEAR thought the hon. member for
Brisbane North had nothing to complain of, and
he contrasted the public expenditure in Brisbane
with the expenditure on public buildings in
other towns. The wealthy people of Brishane
were most illiberal, and Brishane was known
};hrgughout the colony as the octopus of Queens-
and.

The PREMIER (Hon, R. Philp, Townsville)
explained that the exhibition building in Brisbane
was being converted into a museum, while the
present museum building was to be used as a
free library. As to the Customs-housein Towns-
ville, up to the present there had never been a
proper Customs-house there. Old second-hand
buildings had hitherto been used for the purpose.
No large town in Queeusland had such poor
public buildings as Townsville.

Mr, GIVENS regarded it as a peculiar eoin-
cidence that the Government had
not discovered that the gaol at
Roma was in such a disgraceful
condition as was represented, until that electo-
rate returned the Attorney-General to Parlia-

ment,

Mr. FORSYTH (Carpentaria) asked that steps
should be taken to provide a better lockup at
Camooweal than that which existed there at
present, which was an iron building 10 feet by
12 feet, with no windows and no ventilation,

[2 a.m.]

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
promised that he would have the building re-
ported upon, with a view to its improvement if
necessary,

Mr. HARDACRYE joined in the bprotest
against the large expenditure on publie buildings
in Brishbane as compared with the amount spent
in other parts of the colony, and pointed out that
the courthouses at Alpha and Duaringa were in
bad condition.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
A new courthouse was to be built at Alpha, and
he believed the matter of the Duaringa court-
house was algo in hand.

Mr. DUNSFORD argued that members for
the Central and Northern divisions of the colony
had just cuuse for complaintregarding the manner
in which that vote was distributed, four-fifths of
it being allotted to Brishane and the Southern
districts, and that members should make a deter-
mined stand against the continued exceptional
treatment meted out to Brishane.

Mr. BROWNE endorsed the protest against
the way in which that vote was swallowed up by
Brisbane, and pointed out that the total amount
set down for the mining townships of the colony
was a paltry sum of £5,000 for a new courthouse
at Gympie, which was a revote. He considered
that the way the mining industry had been
treated was a disgrace to the hon. gentlema
who had held the position of Treasurer for years
past.

Mr. LESINA pointed out that the courthouse
at Clermont was in a most unsatisfactory con-
dition, and did not provide adequate accommo-
dation for officials and jurymen, and wished to
know what improvements it was proposed to
makein the building. What was really wanted
was a new courthouse entirely.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
Tenders had been invited, or were about to be
invited, for the extension and improvement of
the courthouse at Clermont, and if the hon.
member would call at his office he would be
pleased to show him what was to be done to the
building.

Mr. LESINA would accept the offer of the
hon. gentleman. He joined in the protest
against the large proportion of public money
which was expended in Brisbane, and urged that
more attention should be given to outside places
where various public buildings were much
needed.

Mr., KERR thought that the hon. member for
Clermont had, with other members of the
Central district, just cause for complaint at the
way in which his electorate was treated by the
‘Works Department, £21,000 was to be spent
in Roma, as a bribe to the electorate to secure it
as a pocket borough for a few years. The fact
that the vote showed that £170,000 was to be
spent in electorates represented by Ministers
and Ministerial supporters, while only £30,000
was down for electorates represented by mem-
bers on the Opposition side, should convince the
people that the Government endeavoured to
maintain their position by public expenditure in
the electorates supporting them.

The PREMITER said that the hon. member
was unjust in saying the Government did not
deal fairly with electorates represented by hon.
members opposite. Mr. King, when member for
Roma, had been well treated by the present
Government, and two bores had been sunk in
the district last year—one at Roma and another
at Wallumbilla. The hon. member for Clermont
should have represented the matters to which
he had referred to the Minister before the
Estimates were prepared.
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Mr. LESINA admitted that he had not been
to the office of the department in connection
with the Clermont post office, because the
loca! progress association, the council, and other
local bodies had communicated directly with the
department.

Mr. McDONNELL could not allow hon.
members to denounce Brisbane as an octopus in
the matter of Government expenditure. He
reminded the Committee that a woman’s gaol to
take the place of the building used for that pur-
pose_in Fortitude Valley had been urged upon
the Government for years. He was prepared to
defend the expenditure of public money upon
necessary works in the capital of the colony.

Mr. MAXWELL (Burke) thought Brisbane
had been leeching the rest of this colony for

ears.
Y Mr. FISHER asked the Minister if he was
prepared to accept the suggestion to show on the
Estimates the whole amount that was required
for any particular work.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. gentleman’s observations on the point
had not escaped his attention, and he would see
if what had been asked could be done.

Mr. RYLAND asked whether the whole of
the vote for public abattoirs was to be spent in
Brisbane?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORKS::
The matter was one which was administered
by the Agricultural Department, and he pre-
sumed it would be spent all over the colony.

Mr. RYLAND was afraid that £10,000 would
not spread far over the colony. He would like
to have seen £20,000 instead of £10,000 for that
very necessary purpose.

The PreEMIER : This is to make a start.

Question put and passed.

BRIDGES.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved that a sum not exceeding £1,650 be
granted for bridges,

Mr. FISHER said he understood there was
some ditficulty in connection with the Albert
River Bridge at Burketown. Was it the fault
of the engineer ?

The TREASTURER : It was the fault of the
local authority.

Question put and passed.

WATERWORKS AND WATER SUPPLY.

The TREASURER moved that a sum not ex-
ceeding £2,417 be granted for waterworks and
water supply.

Mr. LESINA asked whether the hon. gentle-
man could give him any information in regard to
the proposed water supply for Clermont ?

The TREASURER said that a schem.e had
been prepared and sent to the local authority for
approval.

Mr. FISHER doubted whether the items
ineluded in this vote should be charged to loan.
He saw no justification whatever for charging to
Jloan the salaries of inspectors for collecting
pressures and other statistics of artesian bores.

The TREASURER pointed out that the vote
was required for the supervision of the works in
connection with artesian boring and water
supply; and both works and supervision were
properly charged to loan. It was the same with
railway works—engineering and supervision were
charged to loan as well as the works themselves.

Mr. KERR referred to a report made by an
officer of the department on a water supply for
Isisford, and pointed out that such reports some-
times recomnmended works altogether out of pro.
portion to the requirements of the plage,

Question put and passed. )
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ARTESIAN BORING AND WATER SUPPLY.

The TREASURER moved that a sum not
exceeding £32,185 be granted for artesian bhoring
and water supply. He was sorry he could not
ask the Committee to vote double the amount,
because this was one of the best things that
could be done for the Western country. Provi-
sion was made for new bores at Adavale, Dalby,
Kynuna, and Wooroorooka.

Mr, SMITH : There was a sum of £5,000 for
artesian wells to encourage settlement. Was
that to assist grazing farmers?

The TREASURER ;: Yes.

Mr. FISHER: If artesian boring was such a
good thing—and he believed it was—the amount
was totally inadequate, and he did not see what
was to hinder the hon, gentleman from doubling

1it.

The TREASURER : The total amount on the
Loan KEstimates this year was £1,696,889. That
was a fair amount of loan expenditure for one
year, and it had to be fairly distributed amongst
the various works. The amount voted last year
for artesian boring and water supply was
£33,000.

Mr. XERR said that there had not yet been
any water in the tank constructed at Jericho,
and he advocated putting down a bore in the
locality. He also thought it would be a good
thing for the Government to advance money to
deepen the bore on Malvern Hills.

At twenty-five minutes past 3 o’clock,

The ACTING CHAIRMAN, in accordance
with Standing Order 171, called upon the hon.
member for Ipswich, Mr. Stephenson, to relieve
him in the chair.

Mr. STEPHENSON took the chair accordingly.

The TREASURER said he would consider
the matters mentioned by the hon. member for
Barcoo if the hon. member would call on him in
his office.

Mr. W. HAMILTON (Gregory) was glad to
know that provision was made for a bore at
Kynuna. He would like to know what had been
done in connection with the petition for a bore
at Bedouri. With regard to the question of pus-
ting down bores generally, he thought it would
be well to try the New South Wales system of
putting down bores wherever the persons bene-
fited were prepared to pay interest on the money
expended. .

The TREASURER said the Bedouri petition
had been handed to the Hydraulic Engineer,
who had, perhaps, sent an officer to inspect the
country.

Question put and passed.

LOANS TO LOCAL BODIES.

The TREASURER moved that £233,684 be
granted for loans to local bodies. £40,000 was
asked for advances under the I.ocal Works
Loans Act of 1830; £25,000 for the Brisbane
Board of Waterworks (portion revoted) ; Cairns-
Mulgrave tramway, £1,776 (portion revoted);
Mosman River tramway, £19,600 (portion re-
voted) ; Herbert River tramway, £17,308 (por-
tion revoted) ; Johnstone River tramway, £30,000;
Bundaberg water supply, £20,000; Ayr tram-
way, £60,000; and McGregor’s Creck tramway
from Mirani, £20,000. The Ayr line would be a
very good one, because it would go through good
lanld, and he thought the line would pay very
well.

Mr, SMITH (Bowen) said he intended to move
the omission of the item of £60,000 for the Ayr
tramway, and divide the Committee on the
matter. In 1896 a vote had been taken in favour
of the completion of the Bowen line, and the
House instructed the Government to proceed
with that work, An amendment had been
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moved by the late junior member for Towns-
ville, but it lapsed for want of a seconder. This
Ayr line was really moved for originally by
Townsville people, and it was strange that
the Townsville people were objecting to the
continuation of the Bowen line, and that this
Ayr line vote was brought up at the pr:sent
juncture. He had fought against the route
to Townsville because he thought that line
would never be any good. This tramline had
not been initiated in Ayr, but by two local
authorities in Townsville. The Cairns-Mulgrave
tramway bhad been a success, but that was due
not only to sugar, but to the guantity of bananas,
firewood, and cane carried ; the freight on the
sugar carried was very small, and there was a
good deal of passengertrafficontheline. ThisAyr
tramway was broaght forward now to hlock the
Bowen Jine, and it would interfere with thepolicy
of the Government, and would be in defiance
of votes taken in the House. If the Premier
would give him the assurance that tenders
would be called for the completion of the Bowen
line before the Ayr tramway was started, he
would withdraw all his objections. The esti-
mated cost of the Avyr tramline, according
to the Minister for Railways, was £75,440,
and he did not believe the local authorities
had power to borrow that sum. The Thur-
ingowsa Divisional Board wanted to borrow
£30,000 to build this tramline, and its borrow-
ing power was £18,000; the Ayr Divisional
Board’s borrowing power was £13,000, and it
wanted to borrow £15,000 ; and the Townsville
Municipal Council’s borrowing power was
£62,000, and it had borrowed £80,698.

The TREASURER : That includes £39,000 that
it has borrowed on water supply account,
which gives it a revenue of £8,000 a year, and
loans on water supply account do not affect its
borrowing powers on general account.

Mr, SMITH : Its net revenue from water, not
including interest ou loan, was only £1,635.
The TREASURER : Inctuding interest, T think,

Mr. SMITH : The Townsville council, which
had exceeded its borrowing power, wanted to
borrow £30,000 for this tramline. He should
like to call attention to the fact that the Com-
missioner for Railways in a report stated that,
if the Bowen line was to be connected with
the 37-mile peg, no encouragement should be
given to the tramline, as it would be impos-
sible for it to pay, but since then, for some
reason, he had changed his mind. The tram-
line would not pass through any good country
beyond Pioneer. He begged to move the omission
of the item.

The TREASURER denied that the proposal
had originated with the Townsville Municipal
Council. It was mooted, he said, by Mr,
Drysdale, who had sent away 12,000 tons of
sugar last year, and who had guaranteed to send
the whole of it by the tramline, at the rates
charged at present, for ten vears. That traffic
alone would make the line pay. Then the line
wounld serve a meatworks employing between
400 and 500 men, aud treating from® 40,000
to 50,000 cattle annuszlly. There would be a
big passenger traffic from there. Again, the
line wounld serve the Houghton River, and
for miles up and down that river there was
a lot of good land. Then it would also serve
the Ayr delta, where there were two town-
ships—Ayr and Brandon—where there was a
lot of good land, and where there would be
any amount of sugar grown. This section of
country produced bananas and maugoes in
abundance ; but, owing to the want of com-
munication, they simply rotted on the ground.
The irrigation works were a revelation. They
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watered from 4,000 to 5,000 acres of land,
and when the tramline was built they would
water almost donble that area. Tramlines were
the life of districts like this, and there was no
doubt this particular line would pay, and that
the State would run no risk. Mr. Drysdale
was satisfied the line would pay. So was the
Ayr Divisional Board, and it was prepared to
pledge itself to borrow the money to construct
it. So was the Townsville council, whose bor-

~rowing powers were £60,000, and whose in-

debtedness now on general account was £40,000.
So also had the Thuringowa Divisional Board.
The line would not interfere with the hon.
gentleman’s railway.

Mr. SMrTH: Ayr has excellent water commu-
nication.

The TREASURER: No. It costs 50 per
cent. more to take produce to the coast now than
it would cost by the tramline. The tramlinewasto
serve a special district which was fourteen miles
away from the district that would be served by
the line the hon. gentleman wanted, and which
wanted to be connected with Townsville and not
with Bowen. Townsville did not care whether
the tramway was built, because it got all the
traffic at present. - It was the people of Ayr who
were most interested, and they did not want to
go to Bowen.

Mr. SMITH quoted from a report to show

that the proposal originated with

[4'30 a.m.] the Townsville people, and said

that two members of the Ayr

Divisional Board stood out against the

Townsville influence as long as they could, bus

at last they also succumbed to that influence.

[The hon, member then read the Commissioner’s

report of 61h July, 1890, on the route of the pro-
posed tramway.]

Mr, GIVENS was in favour of the general
principle of building tramways as a factor in
developing agricultural districts. The Cairns-
Mu grave tramway carried cane cheaper than it
could be carried on a State railway, the differ-
ence being equivalent to a profit to the farmer of
15s. per acre. The net profit from 1s¢ May,
1898, tn 30th June, 1899, on the tramway was
£3,390 14s. 7d., which was not only sufficient to
pay interest and redemption, but to provide for
increasing the stability of the line and improving
the rolling-stock. It wasa pity that the Burdekin
delta should be deprived of the benefits of
tramway communication because of a squabble
between two rival ports. The hon. member for
Bowen contended that the tramway would not
pay, but he was prepared to vote for it if he got
a promise that the Government would extend
the Bowen Railway. That was political jobbery.
The policy of building those tramways was one
of the wisest that had ever been initiated in
Queensland, but caution had to be exercised that
no lines were built which would not pay. The
great success of the Mulgrave tramway was
largely due to Mr. O’Leary, the officer placed in
charge of the tramway by the divisioaal board.

Mr. SMITH denied that he bad stated that if
the Bowen Railway extension was first carried
out he would vote for the construction of the
Ayr tramway. He said that if the railway
extension was first considered the Minister could
consider any tramway he chose, but he had not
said he would vote for it.

Mr. Cowrey : You said you would withdraw
your oppuosition to the tramway.

Mr. SMITH : If he had said that, it was a
mistake, as it by no means expressed his feelings.
There was very little agricultural land along the
route .f the proposed tramway. He had an
uphill battle to fight. Although he had twice
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carried resolutions approving of the extension of
the Bowen Railway tothe Northern Railway, the
influence of the Premier in the Cabinet was too
powerful. He asked the hon. gentleman to
postpone the consideration of the construction of
the tramway to Ayr until the Government
brought forward their railway proposals, and
they knew whether the tramway would interfere
with those proposals or not. Until then it would
be unwiseto vote the £60,000 for the tramway., He
moved the omission of the item, “Ayr tramway,
+£60,000.”

Mr. STEWART did not think the hon. mem-

ber was acting fairly towards the

[6a.m.] Committee in moving the omission

of that item at the present time, as

other hon. members might desire to move the
omissicn of previous items,

Mr. SMITH had no desire to do that, and,
with the permission of the Committes, he would
withdraw his amendment until hon. members
had discussed previous items in the vote.

Aniendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. STEWART objected to the passing of the
vote, which would make the country respounsible
for nearly £245,000, without a single serap of
information to show them whether the loans were
justified or whether the local authorities inter-
ested in the werks enumerated in the vote could
legally incur those loan obligations.

The TREASURER : As to the iftem of
£40,000 for advances under the Local Works
Loans Act, a similar vote was granted every year
for the assistance of divisional boards that
wanted money, and all applications for loans
had to be approved by the Home Secrotary.
Part of the amount of £25,000 for the Brisbane
Board of Waterworks was a revote from last
year; the board was in a splendid financial
position, and paid its interest and redemp-
tion regularly. The £1,776 for the Cairns-
Mulgrave tramway was a revote of part
of an amount granted last year ; the local
anthority had made their payments in full, and
were now spending a lot of money in improving
their line.  The £19,600 for the Mosman River
tramway was a revote of partof a sum of £22,000
voted last year. The £17,308 for the Herbert
River tramway to Stone River was a revote of
the balance of a sum of *£24,000 granted last
year, only £7,000 having been expended. At
the present time there was a private line,
constructed by the Colonial Sugar Company,
from a place called Lucinda Point, at the
mouth of the Herbert River, to Ingham, and
the local authority were building a line
from that tramway to the Stone River, The
item of £20,000 for McGregor’s Creek tram-
way from Mirani was a revote entirely, the local
authority not having taken advantage of the
offer made last year. The £30,000 for the John-
stone River tramway was a new vote, and was
for a line seventeen miles from Geraldton
through some of the finest agricultural land in
Queensland towards Jordan Gold Field. He
thought every acre was rich agricultural land,
and he believed it was cheaper to construct a
tramway there than to build a railway. With
regard to the next item on the vote, he saw no
reason why Bundaberg should not get a loan of
£20,000 for a water supply. As to the vote of
£60,000 for the Ayr tramway, about which
so much had been said, he could assure the
Committee that there was sufficient traffic there
now to make the line pay from the start, and
that, unless a guarantee was given that the sugar
grown in the district would be sent by the line
for a certain numnber of years, the money would
not be lent. Before the money was advanced by
the Government, the local authorities would
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have to submit plans and specifications of the
tramway, and an estimate of the probable traffic.
The ratable value of the Townsville lands was
£780,000, of the Ayr division lands £155,000,
and of the Thuringowa division lands £3186,000.
With regard to the power of the local authorities
to borrow money for tramway purposes, section
88 of the Tramways Act provided that local
authorities might borrow money for the con-
struction of tramways, ‘‘notwithstanding any
xstri}:tions or limitations imposed by any other
ct.’

Mr. SMITH repeated that he wanted the
Bowen Railway before the construction of the
Ayr tramway was authorised, as a line by the
latter route, which he could have got at any
time since he had been in the House, would be
of no benefit to the people of Bowen or the
people of the Western district.

Mr. FISHER was entirely in favour of the
tramway, or light railway, systemw, but with
the limited amount of information before the
Committee, he would have a difficulty in decid-
ing how to vote on those proposed advances,
The hon. member for Bowen objected that those

local authorities had no legal power

[6°80 a.m.] to enter into those guarantees, but

the answer to that was that, if those
tramways would assist in the development of the
districts in which they were built, the House
would see that the powers of local authorities in
that respect were extended. If that was a
Townsville monopoly, at the expense of Bowen,
it was a serious charge to make. If, on the
other hand, it was a legitimate plea from settlers
in outside districts, who could not get into
Bowen, by all means let them grant it. That
was his position, as a strong advocate of the light
railway system. He would like to hear a con-
cise statement from the Treasurer on the sub-
ject.,

The TREASURER : The distance from the
6-mile peg to Ayr was 44 miles, and that distance
was through the Thuringowa and Ayr divisions.
On the other hand, the distance from Ayr to
Clare, on the Bowen line, was 14 miles, from
there to the 37-mile peg it was 36 miles, and
from the 37-mile peg to Townsville 37 iniles.
The trade of the district was all with Townsville,
and the Ayr people would never use the line
the hon. member for Bowen wanted to build for
them, as it was 14 miles west of Avr, and would
make them 87 miles from Townsville.

Mr. Kipston : They might ship their sugar at
Bowen,

The TREASURER: No. The distance to
Bowen was 74 miles—14 miles to Clare and 60
miles from Clare to Bowen, There was as much
water in the harbour of Townsville now as in the
harbour of Bowen, and all the steamers, includ-
ing the meat steamers that called at Bowen, could
come up now to the Townsville jetty.

Mr. MAXWELL: Yesterday morning it had
been the Opposition who were wasting the
valuable time of the Government, but that
morning it was a Government supporter who
was doing so. The hon. member had commenced
by going into figures t» prove that the proposal
before the Committee would be a bad investment
for the Giovernment, and then he had turned
round and told them that if the Premier would
give him the railway from Bowen to Charters
;.?owers he would wishdraw his objections to that
ine.

Mr. Surra : I did not say so.

Mr. MAXWELL: Then he would like to
know what the hon. member did say, for he had
heeg in the Chamber when the statement was
nade.
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Mr, Suite: I deny that what you say is
true.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member for
Bowen having denied the statement, the hon.
member for Burke must accept the denial.

Mr. MAXWELL : The proposal introduced a
very good system, and where the local authorities
guaranteed a line which they believed would
develop their districts, it was the duty of that
House to build it for them before they built lines
which were not guaranteed. He was prepared
to vote against the reduction in the vote which
the hon. member for Bowen had said he would
move.

Mr. W. HAMILTON spoke in favour of the
proposed extension of the Bowén Railway from
‘Wangaratta to the 37-mile peg, which would
greatly benefit owners of stook in the Western
country. The Townsville people wanted to force
everything to Townsville, and if the hon, mem-
ber for Bowen moved a reduction he would give
the hon. member his support.

Mr. KIDSTON : The contention of the hon.
member for Bowen was that the continuation of
this line from Townsville to Ayr would not only
benefit the Ayr people, but would injure some-
body else. That seemed a legitimate objection
if it could be borne out by facts ; if the facts did
not bear it vut the contention fell to the ground.
Looking at the map, he could not see how the
building of a tramway to Ayr would injure the
chances of the Bowen people getting a railway to
the 37-mile peg.

Mr. LEAHY (Bulloo) contended that the
strongest evidence for orfagainst the case of the
hon. member for Bowen was the map. After all
that had been suid on both sides, he did not
intend to go into the merits of the case, and if
no additional light could be thrown on the sub-
ject, they might as well go to a division.

Mr. SMITH maintained that the line to the
37-mile peg was the one that was in the interests
of the people about Ayr, and in the interests of
the colony, even though the Ayr people, in-
fluenced by Townsville, advocated another route,

The TREASURER pointed out that sugar
was, and always would be, the staple product of
the Burdekin delta. The whole of the sugar
sent from there was raw sugar for the refinery,
and it all went to Townsville for transhipment
to Brisbane and Sydney. It was an ideal agri-
cultural district, and the people had guaranteed
the line from Ayr to Townsville, whereas they
had never exprewsed a wish to build a line to
Charters Towers or Bowen.

Mr. DAWSON said that if the bon. member
for Bowen accepted this proposed tramline from
Ayr to Townsville he might give up all hope of
getting the extension of the Bowen Railway to
the 37-mile peg. This was a Charters Towers
question as well as a Bowen question.

The TREASURER: It is an Ayrquestion.

Mr. DAWSON : The majority of the people
in the township of Ayr desired very much that
they should b~ in the Townsville electorate
inatead of being in the Bowen electorate, and at
the last two elections the member for Bowen was
in a minnrity so far as Ayr was concerned. From
their hatred of Bowen they tried to do all their
business with Townsville. He quite agreed with
the Premier that the Ayr people wanted railway
communication for their produce, and that live
was in the sama position as the Bowen line. The
Ayr people wanted railway communication, and
their best market was Charters Towers.

The TrEASURER: Don’t they know their own
business ?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

Mr. DAWSON : A good deal of property in
Ayr was owned by Townsville people. 1t was
not thinkable that, if this Ayr tramline were
constructed, the 37-mile peg extension would be
constructed ; it would be gone for ever.

Mr. DUNSFORD: Bowen and the hon.
member for Bowen were to be sympathised with
in the matter, because Bowen had been shame-
fully treated. Bowen was a good harbour, but
its gates had been closed, owing to the action of
Townsville. Townsville was making an effort to
euchre Bowen. The motion of the hon, member
for Bowen, which had been carried by a large
majority of the House, should have been given
effect to. The Government had permitted the
local authorities to order material for this Ayr
tramway.

The TREASURER: Unless this vote is
passed, the line will not be gone on with, Not
a penny has been spent in the matter so far.

Mr. DUNSFORD : Parliament should give
effect to the vote that had been twice passed by
the House. It had been intended that the Bowen
harbour should be utilised, and if it was utilised
the whole of the interior districts there would be
twelve hours nearer to Brisbane,

The TREASURER : Unless the money was
voted by Parliament, the Ayr tramline would
not be built. This line was only for the benefit
of the Ayr people. If the House did not want
the line, they would not pass the money.

Mr. DAWSON : That would be a nice way to
get over the difficulty. The great bulk of hon.
members on the Government side did not know
the merits of the case, but they would vote with
the Treasurer, although they had not heard the
debate. This line was not a tramway, but was
really a railway. If it was called a railway it
could not get through this session, because the
plans and books of reference would have to be
laid on the table. He objected to the extension
to Townsville, and he objected to the principle
adopted by the Government.

Mr. SMITH moved the omission of the item
“ Ayr Tramway, £60,000.”

Mr, McDONALD said the whole ohject of
this tramline was to outwit Bowen. The idea
of a line from Bowen to the 37-mile was to
save a matter of nine hours or more to the
North-western districts in their communication
with the South. If it was purely to give Ayr
communication, the route which should be
adopted was to Wangaratta. A railway from
there to Ayr would not cost asmuch as a railway
to Townsville. ’

Mr. Cowsgy : It will cost nearly double.

Mr. McDONALD: This was purely an
attemopt to ‘“dish” Bowen, and he should
therefore vote against it.

Mr., XIDSTON said he would like to know
what the Premier intended to do. Was he
going to adjourn over the holidays? The hon.
gentleman nust recognise that they could not
get through the husiness before 12 o’clock that
night, and that being so, what purpose would
be served by going on?

The PREMIER replied that he proposed to
go on with the business.

Mr. KIDSTON did not know that that would
facilitate matters,

The PREMIER: He wanted to give the
House time to finish the business to-day. There
were a number of mewbers who wanted to con-
clude to-day, and work would be tackled again
after breakfast.

Mr. BrowsE: The Sugar Works Guarantee
Act debantures will take all day, We are going
to fighs that for all it is worth, )
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The PREMIER: There is plenty of time,

Mr. DawsoN : You know it is utterly impos-
sible to finish to-day.

Mr. KIDSTON said that if there was any
reasonable probability of finishing he should
prefer to go on and have done with it, but the
Premier knew that was impossible. Hon. mem-
bers had been complaining of the Government
pushing through a mass of business in a few
hours at the close of the session, and they were
not going to have it done any more. The hon.
gentleman might punish this side of the House
for refusing to let him get these votes through,
b_lét in doing that he would also punish his own
side.

The PREMIER : I am suffering more than you
are.

Mr., KIDSTON was sorry to hear that. It was
a foolish way of doing business, It wasunneces-
sary, and also absolutely useless. There was no
prospect of finishing that night, and the hon.
gentleman might adjourn until Wednesday after
the new year.

The PREMIER said he would not ask hon.
members to stop there if he did not think it
possible to finish that day.

Mr. XipsToN : Do you think it probable?

The PREMIER : If there was no stonewalling
it could be done; but if half-a-dozen members
got up and said the same thing over and over
again they might be there for a week. A great
deal more had been done in the same time in
previous years. It would be for the good of the
country to finish now. For example, the cost of
lighting the House would be saved, which was
more than would be saved by stopping there. It
was a fair thing to get through to-night.

Mr. FisHER : It is hopeless.

Mr. BROWNE said the hon, gentleman might
as well understand that hon. members on that
side were quite prepared to go on until 12 0’clock
to-night. The hon. gentleman said the business
could be got through if hon. members would sit
quiet ; but they were not sent there to sit quiet.

Mr. KipsToN ;: There is more than £750,000 to
vote yet.

Mr. BROWNE : The hon. member was going
to try to force business through by virtue of the
majority behind him; but there was not the
slightest probability of finishing by midnight.

Mr. J. Haurrrox : What about the promise
of the leader of your party?

Mr, BROWNE : He denied that there was a
promise given. The leader of that party had no
power to pledge his supporters, What he said
was that he would use his influence.

Mr. FisHER: That is true.

The CHAIRMAN : I shall resume the chair
at 9 o’clock.

On the Committee resuming,

Mr, J. HAMILTON (Cook) said that the

statement that the leader of the

[9 a.m.] Opposition promised to use his influ-

ence to close the session this week
was borne out by Hansard. He knew the
leader of the Opposition had really used his
influence with his followers.

Mr. DAWSON understoed that the accusa-
tion made against him was that he had not
kept his promise to use his influence with his
party to close the session before Christmas. At
the time he made that promise there was a
glimmer of hope that the session might close
this week; but yesterday afternoon an hon.
member on the Government side had introduced
a very contentious subject of discussion, and
what little hope there had been was lost for ever.

Mr. J. HammwroN: The discussion did not
last more than three-quarters of an hour,
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Mr. DAWSON : He knew that, but he had
used his influence to prevent a prolonged dis-
cussion, and met with a great measure of success.
Whatever promise he had made with the Pre-
mier he had conscientiously kept.

The TREASURER : After the hon, member
for Dalby moved his motion, he told the House
distinctly that he had no sympathy with it. ~

Mr, KIDSTON said that no one blamed the
Premier for encouraging the hon. member for
Dalby. Theleader of the Opposition was accused
of breaking some promise, but he had supported
the Government on that occasion.

Mr. J. Hamiurox : No one hinted that he
broke his promise.

Mr. KIDSTON was pleased to hear it. They
were prepared to close the session if there was
any reasonable prospect of doing so. Several
Government supporters had actually been stone-
walling the Estimates for many hours during
the night, He thought, as there was no chance
of finishing that day, that the Premier might
agree to an adjournment over Christmas.

The TREASURER : If they went on doing
as much work as they did yesterday they could
finish. For the last five or six years they had
never been as long discussing these Estimates.

Mr. DAWSON asked the hon. gentleman to
mention a single instance when such a large
amount of money had to be passed, and such a
number of very important items had o be con-
sidered ? It seemed to be a growing practice to
include very contentious matters in the Supple-
mentary HEstimates in order to avoid discussion.
Two or three mornings ago he told  the
Premier that there was no possible hope of
getting through before Christmas. He distinctly
understood the hon. gentleman, when moving
the adjournment yesterday morning, to say that
if he could not get through by Christmas he
would adjourn on Friday night, and that they
would meet again on Wednesday. Some of the
most contentious matters that had cropped up
this session were still to be dealt with, If the
Government insisted on going on, all the vitality
they had left would be devoted to seeing that
there was a full discussion of all business of
importance. He defied any man to say that
the Supplementary Estimates should be passed
in a few minutes.

The TREASURER certainly understood yes-
terday morning that the leader of the Opposition
would try and finish that week, and since then
they bad done a lot of business. Last year they
passed all the Loan Estimates and the Appro-
priation Bill by about 6 o’clock in the morning. If
they only used the same expedition this year,
they would finish that night.

Mr. FisHregR: We want to discuss the Police
Commission report.

The TREASURER : He understood it was
not desired to discuss the report this session.
Mr, Fisagr : Well, I want to discuss it.

The TREASURER : It would have to be in
the hands of hon. members for two or three
months before they would be competent to discuss
it.

Mr. DAWSON said that the practice of plac-
ing votes for tramways like the Ayr tramway
on the Estimates was a reversal of their prac-
tice in dealing with railways, and would enable
an unscrupulous Government to give a railway
to any district under the name of a tram-
way. It was even said that the Executive
could grant the money without the consent of
Parliament, and, as a matter of fact, it was
stated that part of the money. was already
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granted. He intended to support the amend-
ment. Apart from the fact that it was a reversal

of their policy in regard to railway proposals, he
objected to the tramway because it would benefit
Townsville at the expense of the people of
Bowen, Charters Towers, and the Western dis-
trict.

The TREASURER : The Government had
not advanced any money, but asked Parliament
for authority to do so. Not 1s. of the money
had been spent.

Mr. DawsoN: What about the rails ?

The TREASURER : They would do for any
railway. The money would not be spent until
it had been voted by Parliament. He would like

hon. members to cast out of their
[9°30 a.m.] minds anything relating to the 37-

mile peg, because that had nothing
to do with the matter. The very fact of the
proposed cost of the line indicated that it was
not a railway, but a tramway pure and simple.
The estimate for building a railway line was
£127,000.

Mr. FISHER strongly supported the principle
of light lines of railway, but he was confronted
with the statements of the hon. members for
Bowen and Charters Towers that the proposed
line was not a legitimate one, and was aimed at
the trade of Bowen. By ifself he should feel
inclined to support the proposal were it not an
attempt to oust Bowen. On looking at the map
one would be inclined to think that that was not
an attempt to get at Bowen, but in view of the
assurances of others that it was, he did not feel
in a position to arrive at a decision, and should
be glad to hear further argument.

Mr. SMITH : It had been pointed out by the
hon. member for Charters Towers that under
that system of making branch lines a railway
that should be made would be prevented from
being made. That was just the difficulty in the
way. 'That tramline was intended to interfere
with the railway policy of the Government, and
should not be made. If hon. members who
thought that that was simply a guileless tramline
would go North they would soon learn more about
it. One of the cardinal points of his argument
was that the interests of the primary producers
should be kept in view, which they were not
under the Government proposal. He believed
firmly that the line he had always advocated
was the best in the interests of Ayr, because it
would give the settlers there a market at
Charters Towers for all the produce they could
grow. It was indisputable that it was Towns-
ville influence that dominated Ayr, Practically
the same men controlled the Municipal Couneil
of Townsville and the Thuringowa Divisional
Board, and those were the local authorities that
were moving principally in the business. Of
course all the local authorities through which the
proposed line would run favoured it, and it ran
through a portion of the territory controlled by
the Ayr board. He contended that the Ayr
Divisional Board would be better served, though
they could not see it themselves, by the line
which he had endeavoured to push forward for
go many years. It would serve the whole colony
by making the produce of that district available
to all. He hoped that hon. members who voted
for his motion on a former occasion would not
stultify themselves. They would occupy a very
anomalous position if they voted for the Govern-
ment proposal, which was intended to prevens the
completion of the Bowen Railway. He did not
think hon. members would like to occupy an
inconsistent position, and those who supported
him formerly were bound o vote against the
Ayr tramway.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr, GIVENS: The issue before the Com-
mittee was becoming clouded. It seemed to him
that neither Bowen nor Townsville had anything
to do with the matter. The question was whether
the local authorities should be allowed to take
advantage of an Act passed for the benefit of
agricultural distriets. He did not see why the
claims of an agricultural district like the Bur-
dekin delta should be set aside simply on account
of the rival claims of Bowen and Townsville. 1t
was the producing interests that should be con-
sidered. He was amazed at the attitude of the
hon. member for Bowen, because every speech he
had made was a practical accusation of political
corruption against the Premier. If the Premier
was fathering a corrupt job, how was it that the
hon. member for Bowen was one of his most
staunch political supporters? He did not see
why he should cast his vote in favour of depriv-
ing the people of the Burdekin delta of the
tramway facilities to which they were entitled in
order to develop the resources of the district.
‘When the 37-mile peg connection came before
the House, let it be dealt with on its merits,
and not mix it up with the present pro-
posal. He could not understand what claim
the Western country had to two different lines of
railway to two different ports, while other parts
of the country engaged in both agriculture and
mining were languishing for want of railway
communication. Some hon. members seemed to
think that the whole country was made for the
benefit of the port of Bowen instead of the port
of Bowen being made to serve the whole country.
The duty of Parliament was always to foster the
producing interests, and not to give favours to
any particular port which existed merely as a
parasite on the country.

Mr. SMITH: There might be something in
the hon. member’s argument if the proposal for
the construction of the Bowen Railway was now
before them, but the fact remained that half of
that line was in existence, but the influences
operating against Bowen were so powerful that
it could not get a yard further on. There was
no unprejudiced person who did not sympathise
with the exceptional position of Bowen, which
was wearing out a very weary existence, because
it was blasted by the influence of a more
powerful neighbour. He denied the charge that
his action was tantamount to accusing the
Premier of corruption. He did not believe for a
moment that he was guilty of corruption. The
hon. gentleman was simply doing the best he
could for his constituents, but he belisved now
that he had attained to his present high position
he would prove himself worthy of 16 by doing
justice to all parts of the colony.

Mr. COWLEY (Herbert): Asthehon. member
for Rockhamptonand the hon. memberfor Gympie
had expressed a desire for further

{10 a.m.] information to enable them to arrive
at a correct conclusion in the matter,

he might state that he knew the district well,
and could assure hon. members that the bulk of
the good land there was on the Townsville side
of Ayr, The good land did not extend bhetween
Ayr and the proposed route of the Wangaratsa
line to Charters Towers, but it extended the
other way ; so that a railway from Bowen to
the 37-mile peg would be of no use to Ayr.
In 1890 the Railway Commissioners, who
examined the three proposed routes for the
extension of the Bowen Railway to the Northern
line, reported that the whole of the land through
which the railway by the 87-mile route would
pass was ‘“‘unfit for agriculture, and was but
indifferent grazing country”; that if the 24-
mile route was adopted ‘‘a branch line to Ayr
must naturally follow, which would entail
further construction. to the extent of 14 miles,
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to which must be added the expenditure, for all
time, which the working of a branch line must
of necessity involve”; that “the 87-mile route
showed a saving of about 15 miles in construc-
tion,” but “would necessitate a branch line
to Ayr of about 20 miles in length,” and that,
““while the survey of the 6-mile route fraversed
the entire length of the Ayr agricultural area,
the branch line to Ayr would accommodate
but a small extent of the agrienltural settle-
ment in the Ayr district.” ¥rom his own
personal knowledge of the country, he could
corroborate those statements. The Ayr district
was a very wealthy one, but there was any
amount of good land there which was as yet
untilled and untouched, and the reason why
the district had not advanced as rapidly as
other sugar districts in the North was the
want of this proposed railway communica-
tion. Fruit-culture and dairying would pay
there, but they could not grow at a profit the
crops which were grown down South—the
whole of the maize and hay consumed by the
farmers there on the plantations were the pro-
duct of Southern farmers—and sugar was the
only crop that would pay well in that district.
The only place they wanted to send their sugar
to was a port, so that it could be sent down the
coast, ag the whole of the sugar produced in the
district was made for the refinery. At present
they suffered a serious drawback in the transit
of their sugar, as they had to cart it to the stores
on the wharf, stack 1t there until the arrival of
a vessel, and then rehandle it to send it down to
the steamer, which was a costly procedure,
With the construction of the gramway, things
would be entirely different. The local authori-
ties were so satisfied that that line was the
one they wanted, that they were prepared to
pledge their securities to the fullest extent
in order to get it comstructed, and he was
confident that if the line was built, before
many years had passed, instead of making
12,000 fons of sugar per annum in that district
the annual output would be nearer 25,000
tons,

Mr., SMITH wished to point out that, in the
report to which the hon. member for Herbert
had referred, the Railway Commissioners stated
“that after leaving the agricultural area in the
Ayrdistrict there wasnot very muchavailableland
for agriculture along the eastern route; a few
isolated patches were met with on the banks of
the creeks, but the area was so small that it
was hardly worth taking into account in forming
an estimate of what would be the probable
traffic along the line when constructed.” He
did not, however, rely on the report of the
Railway Commissioners, as they were new-
chums at the time they visited the district,
and did not know much about the colony, If
hon. members would take the trouble to look
up the debate on the Bowen Railway extension
in Hansard of 1890, vol. lxi., they would see
that that report was torn to pieces, and that the
then hon. member for Enoggera stated that it
was saturated with Townsville influence. As to
the suggestion which had been made that he
would benefit by the Bowen Railway extension
as advocated by him, he had only to say that
the property he had in Bowen was not so great
or so valuable as to lead him to advocate the
railway for that purpose, and that in any case
he would be ashamed to allow himself to be
influenced in his public duty by personal con-
siderations of that character. He contended
that, in the interest of the colony, in the interest
of the Western settlers, in the interest of the
people of Charters Towers, and in the interest of
the people of Bowen, who had all petitioned for
the railway he advocated, that line should be
constructed,
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Mr. HARDACRE : Members on the osher
side had proved conclusively that the wise thing
for the Committee to do was to vote against the
proposal—because when doctors differed how
were laymen to decide? It was evidently not a
matter which concerned Ayr alone, nor was it
an ordinary tramline. If that line was con-
structed from Townsville, that would afterwards
be an irresistible argument for continuing it to
Bowen, and then there was very little likelihood
of the line from Bowen being extended to the
37-mile peg. The Western districts had to be
considered as well as the Ayr distriet. Voting
for the proposal would probably mean that the
extension of the Bowen line to the 37-mile peg
would not be carried out, and voting against it
would not mean that it would not ultimately be
carried, but that it would be left over for further
information.

Mr. BRIDGES (Nundah) objected to members
on the Government side stonewalling their own
measures. After discussing that proposal for the
last twenty-four hours the hon. member for
Leichhardt now asked them to adjourn for infor-
mation on the subject which would enable them
to give a vote. They had been trying to
encourage the farming districts of the colony by
borrowing money for cheap railways; here was
one district that wanted such a railway, and
though the people had shown their bona fides by
saying that if the Government lent them the
money they would build the line and take all the
responsibility, hon. members objected to it. If
he could be shown that the Government would
lose money by the proposal he would vote
against it, but the junior member for Charters
Towers, who knew what he was talking about,
admitted that theline would pay and would be a
good thing for the distriect It had been said that
that line would hurt Charters Towers, but they
were not there to build two railways to Charters
Towers while there were a number of places that
had no railways at all,

Mr. DunsrorD : This is an extra railway for
Townsville.

Mr. BRIDGES: It was not Townsville that
wanted that railway, but the farming district of
Ayr. He would support the proposal, and if
any other farming distriet could show as good a
case for a railway it would have his support.

Mr. DUNSFORD thought the hon. member
had done well to lecture his own side for stone-
walling their own Estimates. That was not a
question of Charters Towers getting two railways
at all, but it was the old battle of the 6-mile peg
railway and the 37-mile peg railway. When
the Townsville people found they could not
secure the 6-mile peg railway by starting from
Bowen they had cleverly turned round, and pro-
posed now to start it from Townsville towards
Bowen. That was really the 6-mile peg rail-
way, and if it was adopted by the Com-
mittee, the 37-mile peg railway, or the line vid
Ravenswood, whichever might otherwise be con-
structed, would be killed stone dead. He
would ask the hon. member for Nundah whether
he thought Townsville should have two rail-
ways when other places had none? He had
visited the district and he had found that what
Ayr had been clamouring for was direct com-
munication by railway with Bowen. Now it
appeared they were prepared to goalong thelineof
least resistance. They sawthere was noimmediate
prospect of their getting railway communication
with Bowen, but as there was a new Premier
and Northern influence in the Clabinet they were
going now for direct communication with Towns-
ville. The hon, member for Herbert had told
them that Ayr must look to Townsville for its
market, butif Townsvillehad no existence, Ayr’s
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market for fruit and other produce of the kind
would still be Charters Towers and the districts
‘West of that town, and the sugar grown at Ayr
must come down to Brisbane or down the coast
and the nearest way down the coast for Ayr was
vid Bowen. The nearest way for Ayr to the
markets of Charters Towers, Ravenswood, and
the Western districts was by connection with
the Bowen extension to the 37-mile peg.

Mr. W, HAMILTON agreed with the junior
member for Charters Towers that this was the
old question fought out in the House last session.
The three rival routes then were the railway to
the 87-mile peg, the 24-mile peg, and the 6-mile
peg. By a large majority vote the House
affirmed the extension to the 37-mile peg.

Mr. Leany: No. Only that the plans and
specifications should be laid on the table.

Mr. W. HAMILTON : The people of Towns-
ville seeing that they had been defeated by the
vote of that House, now started the 6-mile peg
railway out to Ayr and called it a tramway.
‘What was the use of starting a railway out from
Bowen if it was going to end when it was among
the gum-trees? The extension from Wangaratta
to the 37-mile peg would benefit a very large
portion of the Western district, giving them
their mails twelve hours earlier and permitting
stock to be carried by train right through to
Bowen. The hon. member for Flinders and
himself had that year presented petitions from
the Western distriet in favour of it. He would
vote against the proposal before the Committee,
because he felt that if it was carried the other
line from Wangaratta to the 37-mile peg would
never be built.

Question—That the item ‘‘Ayr tramway,
£60,000” be omitted—put ; and the Committee
divided :—

Axes, 15.

Messrs. Smith, Hardacre, Dunsford, Dawson, Lesina,
Browne, Mackintosh, McDonald, Xerr, W. Hamilton,
MeDonnell, Stewart, Turley, Jenkinson, and J.
Hamilton.

Nokxs, 20.

Messrs, Philp, Dickson, O’Connell, Murray, Foxton,
Chataway, Dalrymple, Finney, Forsyth, Bridges, Leahy,
Bell, Cowley, Givens, Tisher, Forrest, Campbell, Lord,
T. B. Cribb, and Kidston.

Pargs.

Ayes—Messrs, Stephenson, Fitzgerald, and Curtis.

Noes—>Messrs. Story, Bartholomew, and Hanran,

Resolved in the negative.

Original question again stated.

Mr. SMITH asked whether the plans, sections,
and book of reference of the proposed extension
of the Bowen Rajlway from Wangaratta to the
Reid River would be placed on the table next
session.

The TREASURER : If they went on with
railway legislation next session, as he hoped they
would, that would be one of the lines brought
forward, There were three lines as to which the
routes were disputed — the border line, the
Nanango line, and the Bowen line. Those lines
would be reported on during the recess, so that
next year the reports might be brought forward.
There was no doubt as to the routes of the other
lines in contemplation.

Mr, STEWART was in favour of the con-
gtruction of these tramlines or light lines of
railway in agricultural districts, but objected to
the vote on the ground that full information
should be given before the money was voted.
Some of the local authorities concerned might
£ail, and then the Government would have to pay
the piper.

The TREASURER informed the hon. mem-
ber that the first item of £40,000 was for loans
advanced under the provisions of the Local
Works Loans Act of 1880. With regard to the
£25,000 for the Board of Waterworks, Brigbane,
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he might say that the board was in a splendid
position. The Cairns-Mulgrave tramway paid
6 per cent., and the loan was a gond investment.
The sum put down for the Mosman River
tramway was a revote, The Herbert River
tramway was a continuation to Stone River of
a tramway built Ly the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company. With regard to McGregor’s Creek
tramway from Mirani, the local authorities so far
had not spent any money, and there was some
doubt as to whether they were likely to goon
with the line or not. The Johnstone River
tramway went through about seventeen miles of
serub land. He thought there was no doubt about
Bundaberg being in a position to pay interest
on the loan advanced for water supply there.
The last item, Ayr tramway, had already been
fully discussed.

Mr. JENKINSON asked whether the hon.
gentleman could give any information as to an
application with regard to a tramway from
Mount Bauple towards the North Coast line.

The TREASURER said that he had been
called on in reference to the matter, and if the
information given to him was correct, he thought
there would be no trouble about lending the
money.

Mr. HARDACRE had no objection to money
being voted for works already started ; but with
regard to new works he deprecated granting
loans for which the Government might receive a
lower rate of interest than they would have to
pay, in view of the position of affairs in South
Africa, on the money they might have to borrow.

The TREASURER said the Government
would not borrow if they had to pay more than
they would receive. The point raised by the
}}13(3{11. member could be discussed on the Loan

ill.

Myr. McDONNELL asked for information as
to the position of the Brisbane Board of Water-
works, and the amount of the overdraft. He
thought the opinion was largely held in Brisbane
that the present system should be discontinued.

The TREASURER said the local authorities
could take over the waterworks any time they
liked. As to the position of the board, they had
paid ap in full interest and redemption. He
would inform the hon. gentleman as to the over-
draft later on.

Mr. McDONNELL asked whether the
Government had appointed a successor to Mr.
Finney, the hon. member for Toowong, who had
resigned his position as a member of the board.

The TREASURER said that no appointment
had yet been made.

Mr. McDONNELL thought a discussion on
that question was necessary, but he would not
say any more on the matter at present. Many
municipalities were to blame with regard to the
heavy waterworks taxes. If joint local authori-
ties had the business under their control, the
expense to the Government would be less. He
thought—

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member is not
ir}l1 order, because Standing Order No. 313 states
that—

After a question for omitting or reducing an item has
been disposed of, a motion shall not be made nor
debate allowed upon any preeceding item.

Mr. McDONALD rose to a point of order.
He would like to know if any hon. member could
speak on the master at all now.

The CHAIRMAN : There is nothing to pre-
vent hon. members debating the main question,
but they cannot refer to a previous item.

Mr. McDONNELL said he wished to refer to
different items,



Supply.

The CHAIRMAN : That is just what the
hon. member cannnst do.  We had a general dis-
cussion before the reduction of the vote was
moved, and the hon. member is not in order in
discussing a preceding item.

Mr, SMITH: According to the Chairman’s
ruling, the Ayr tramway could be discussed till
further orders,

The CHAIRMAN : The matter of loans to
local bodies can be discussed generally, but a
former item cannot be discussed.

Mr. McDONNELL asked what the indebted-

ness of the waterworks boards was.

The PREMIER : The total amount was
£474,000.

Mr. McDONALD said a principle had grown
up in connection with loans to local bodies,
which required some explanation. This year the
amount in this connection had been increased to
£233,684. The Treasurer should say what was
the exact amount required for these works,

The TREASURER: We cannot tell.

Mr. RYLAND thought the Government had
not been careful in the past in the matter, With
regard to the Ayr tramway

The CHAIRMAN : Order!
ber cannot discuss that now.

Mr. RYLAND : The Government should be
more careful of the taxpayers’ money. It would
be far better if the waterworks of the colony
were under the control of municipalities. The
waterworks boards should be done away with.
The weight of taxation in this respect was put
on the poor man and not according o valuation.
His remarks applied to tramways and guarantee
railways as well. Sir Horace Tozer had said,
“Borrow all you can, and all debts can be
wiped out by repudiation.” He had advised the
Gympie council to borrow all they could, and to
borrow often, but he (Mr. Ryland) did not
believe in his advice, and he had been laughed
to scorn. [The hon. member then read a list
of the amounts owing by municipal and shire
councils to the Government on account of loan
on the 30th of June last.]

Mr. McDONALD (speaking from the front
bench on the right hand of the chair) expressed
his surprise at the hon. member for Gympie
reading a long list of figures, and declared that,
if it were permissible to do so, he should almost
be inclined to accuse the hon. member of stone-
walling. He also expressed his surprise at a
member of the Labour party advocating repudia-
tion.

Mr. RYLAND rose to a point of order. He
said he did not advocate repudiation; he only
suggested the possibility of it.

Mr, McDONALD continuing to speak from
the front bench on the right hand of the chair,

The CHAIRMAN said: Standing Order No.
99 says—

Every member’ desiring to speak shall rise in his
place uncovered and address himself to Mr. Speaker.
The hon. member is ridiculing legislation in
speaking from the place where he is now doing,
and, to put himself in order, he should go to his
own seat and address himself to the Chair.

Mr. McDoNALD : Which is my seat ?

The CHAIRMAN : There is the Standing
Order, and it is my duty, I think, to call the
hon. member’s attention to any breach of it. I
call on the hon. member to speak from his place,
not from the seat he at present occupies.

Mr. McDONALD : This was the first time he
had bad a seat allotted to him, and he should
like to know by what authority he was allotted
a seat, how long he could occupy it, and when he
could change it ?

The hon. mem-
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The CHAIRMAN : The seat of the hon.
member is his accustomed seat, and I request
that the hon. member will not persist in making
a farce of the proceedings. Itis unbecoming, 1
think.

. Mr. McDoxNELL: Particularly at Christmas
time.

The CHAIRMAN : It tends to lower the
dignity of Parliament.

Mr, McDONALD: He objected to being
insulted by any man, When

The CHATRMAN : Order!

Mr. McDONALD : When any man stated he
made a farce of the proceedings he denied it.

The CHAYRMAN : Order!

Mr. McDONALD : A man who said that
said something which was not true.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member will be
seated. If thehon. member objects to my raling,
he will move that it be disagreed to.

Mr. McDONALID : It was not the rule ; it was
the statement,

The CHAIRMAN : He has no right to con-
tinue to address the Chamber.

Mr. McDONALD : He wished to ask whether
the Chairman was in order in stating——

The HoME SECRETARY : Order!

Mr. McDONALD : Shut up!

The CHAIRMAN : Dues the hon. gentleman
move that my ruling be dissented from?

Mr. McDONALD: Yes. (After a pause.)
What he disagreed with was not the Chairman’s
ruling, but his statement that he was making a
farce of the proceedings.

The CHAIRMAN : Do you move that my
ruling be disagreed to?

Mr. McDONALD : What was it ?

The CHATRMAN : That you are not in order
in not being in your accustomed place.

Mr, McDONALD : He would moved that the
ruling be disagreed to,

~ Mr. Kipsron : The hon, member for Nundah
spoke from this side of the House for half-an-

our.

Mr. McDONALD : Thereason he moved that
the ruling be disagreed to was because it was so
absurd that it would bring the whole procedure
into ridicule. There was hardly a member that
made a practice of speaking from a particular
place. It was a common thing for hon. mem-
bers to shift all round. They talked all over the
Assembly. .

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member is still
transgressing. I have said he is out of order in
speaking from that position.

Mr. M¢DUNALD : He had moved that the
ruling be disagreed to.

The CHAIRMAN : But you are not still to
continue to break the Standing Order ; the hon.
member must proceed to his place.

Mr. McDONALD: Would the hon. gentle- .
man tell him, in the first place, where he was to

sit ?

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The Standing
Order said—

Every member desiring to speak shall rise in his
place, uncovered.
T cannot answer for the Standing Order. It is
only for me to putit in force and prevent it from
being broken. I call on the hon, gentleman to
speak from his accustomed place.

Mr. McDONALD : He was—

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr, BROWNE ; Relating to the motion——

Mr. McDONALD: Would the hon. gentle-
man wait a moment? He wanted to know where
he was to go. Would anybody tell him where
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he was to go? Would any hon. member tell him
if the Standing Order directed him where he was
togo? If so, he would go.

The HOME SECRETARY: Perhaps it
would be as well for him to read Standing
Order No. 12—

The front bench on the right hand of the chair is

reserved for members holding office under the Crown,
and the front bench on the lett hand of the chair, and
the front cross benches on either side of the chair, are
ordinarily occupied by members who have held office
under the Crown.
The front bench and the front cross bench on the
Opposition side had been occupied by hon.
members during the last Parliament who had not
held office under the Crown, for the simple
reason that there were no members on that side
who had held office under the Crown. Now, when
he cameinto the Chamber, he saw three members
of the Opposition side of the House in occupation
of the Treasury bench, and none of them had
held office under the Crown. These were the
hon. members for Croydon, Cairns, and Gregory.
If hon. members chose to make themselves
ridiculous, and throw ridicule on and deliberately
flout the Standing Orders, it was a matter for
them. This was a Standing Order which could
only be enforced by the good taste of hon.
members themselves. It was one of the italicised
Standing Orders. If hon. members chose to sif
on the front Treasury bench or in any portion of
the House, he was inclined to think they were
entitled to do so. It had been ruled in the
House of Commons that members were entitled
to address the House from the gallery. It was
purely a matter of good taste.

Myr. BROWNE agreed withthe Home Secretary
astothepracticeof the Assembly. On
{12'30 p.m.] several occasions recently hon. mem-
bers on both sides had addressed the
House from the benches opposite to those they
ordinarily occupied. The fact that members on
his side had been sitting on the Treasury bench
was because not a_single Minister thought fit to
be present. It might be a matter of good taste,
but he intended to support the motion of the
hon. member for Flinders that the Chairman’s
ruling be disagreed to.

Mr. W. HAMILTON said that he disagreed
with the Chairman’s ruling, The other night
the hon. member for Bulloo and the hon, member
for Carpentaria had both addressed the Com-
mittee from the Opposition side, and that morn-
ing the hon. member for Nundah had dome the
same thing, His reason for crossing the floor was
to show that he thought it bad taste on the part
of Ministers to be absent during such an impoz-
tant debate, and he wished to direct attention to
their absence. The point had never yet heen
raised that a member had any particular seat.

Mr. LESINA said that the Chairman’s ruling
caused him a certain amount of trepidation,
because, if it was upheld, it would mean that if
an hon. member changed his political views, and
crossed to the otherside, he would haveto obtain
the consent of the Chairman as to where he
should locate himself. It wasa dangerous ruling,
and he intended to support the hon. member for
Flinders. He was thoroughly in accord with
the Home Secrefary that it was entirely a ques-
tion of good taste; but he did not think it was
in the power of any official of the Committee to
dictate where any hon. member should sit in
the Chamber. The interpretation be put upon
the Standing Order was that hon. members were
o stand up when they addressed the Assembly,
If the ruling was going to be sustained, it would
lead to all sorts of difficulties. In New South
Wales, members, instead of standing up, as they
did in Queensland, in the positions which they
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usually occupied, advanced to the table and
spoke from there. He saw no utility in the
ruling.

Mrg HIGGS was anxious to assist the Chair-
man in maintaining order, but he thought he
was wrong on the present occasion; and he
hoped the Chairman would withdraw his ruling.
It would not be possible to put such a ruling in
practice in the House of Commons, from which
they got so many precedents. He understood
one-third of the members of that body had not
seats at all, and if 2 member wanted a particular
seat for a certain evening, he placed his hat on
the spot. The practice in Queensland was_for
members to sit wherever it was most convenient
for them to sit, and he took it that the correct
meaning of the Standing Order was that mem-
bers must stand up when addressing the Chair,
If the Chairman insisted on his ruling, it would
be necessary to appeal to the Speaker.

Mr, DUNSFORD was of opinion that the
Standing Order meant that members must stand
up when addressing the Committee. The
enforcement of the ruling would lead to great
confusion, and the liberties of hon. members
would, to a great extent, be taken away. The
Chairman gave his ruling without knowing that
the hon. member for Flinders had not changed
sides.

Mr. KIDSTON quite disagreed with the
Chairman’s ruling. Several hon. members had
spoken elsewhere than in their ordinary places
in the Chamber, and hon. members might do
that as a matter of convenience. He supposed
the hon. member for Flinders had gone to the
other side because he had been converted.
After what had taken place that morning, he
thought the hon. member for Flinders had some
little reason to doubt the perfect partiality of the
Chair.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Hox.D. H. DALRYMPLE (Mackay)regretted
that the parliamentary institutions of the country
were being gradually lowered. Instead of trans-
acting business at that late period of the year,
they were making a ridiculous farce of the whole
thing. Parliament was being degraded by hon.
members playing at being mountebanks night
after night, at a time when, if they could not
legislate, they might be in_town with their
children. If hon. members addressed the Chair
from wherethey pleased, chaos would result. When
bon. members crossed the floor to address the
Comiittee, it showed that they desired to make
parliamentary institutions ridiculous. It would
substitute disorder for order, and would not
conduce to the despateh of public business.

At 1 dclock,

The CHATIRMAN said: I shall resume the
chair at 2 o’clock.

The Committee resumed at the hour named.

Mr. MAXWELL thought it was really time
that the farce ended and that they came back to
business. It would be advisable for the hon.
member for Flinders to withdraw his objection
to the Chairman’s ruling. .

Mr., McDONALD did not wish to press his
motion, which he would withdraw on the under-
standing that the ruling was withdrawn.

The CHATRMAN : Is it the pleasure of the
Committee that the ruling be withdrawn?

Mr, STEWART objected to it being with-
drawn. The ruling should not be permitted to
form a precedent. He would draw attention to
the rules of the House of Commons on the
subject of the occupancy of seats. [The hon,
member here quoted the rules of the House of
Commons, providing that a member could sit
anywhere in the House except on two front
benches, provided he affixed a card to the seat
subsequent to attendance at prayers.] The rules
made it abundantly clear that there were no
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reserve seats in the House of Commons, any
more than there were in that Chamber. That
being the case he was bound to support the
motion of the hon. member for Flinders.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL regretted that
the time of the Committee had heen taken up
with that discussion. He had never seen action
similar to that taken by the hon. member for
Flinders adopted except when the Honse had got
into a demoralised condition, and then only in
the early hours of the morning, and by way of a
joke.  Cushing” said that the general rule was
for merbers to speak from their places, and not
from passage ways or at the table. An hon.
member’s place was where he usually sat, and
from where he recorded his vote, He thought
they ought to get back to serious business, and
he hoped the hon. member for Rockhampton
North would withdraw his objection.

Mr, StewarT: I will withdraw.

Mr. FISHER pointed out that the rule in
reference to hon. members speaking from their
places was adopted in 1892, and was aimed at
the then member for Bundanba, Mr. Glassey.

Mr. McDONALD pointed out that the rule
quoted from “ Cushing” by the Attorney-General
had no bearing on the case, because in America
members were provided with seats and desks.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for
Rockhampton North having withdrawn his
objection we will now proceed with business.

Mr. McDONALD said it was distinetly under-
stood that the Chairman’s ruling would be with-
drawn.

Mr, STORY (Balonne) said that the difficulty
had arisen during a lengthy speech by the hon.
memberfor Gympie, Mr. Ryland. Thehon, mem-
ber for Cairns and one or two others had crossed.
over to the Government side, and there being no
Minister present, the hon. member for Flinders
adopted the role of Minister and remonstrated
with members of the Opposition for wasting
time. Up to that point the whole incident had
been a bit of fun, but as hon. members became
somewhat disorderly, the Chairman requested
that they would not continue to occupy seats on
the Government side of the House. After that
request of the Chairman’s, it was not very good
taste for hon. members to continue to occupy
their wrong seats.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for
Flinders has withdrawn his appeal, and the hon.
member for Rockhampton North has withdrawn
his objection, and I shall now put the question.

Mr. KipstoN: Are we to understand that
your ruling has been withdrawn ?

The CHAIRMAN : The motion of the hon.
member for Flinders has been withdrawn. The
hon. member for Rockhampton North has with-
drawn his objection, and I now propose to pro-
ceed with the ordinary business of the com-
mittee.

Mer. F1sHER : But your ruling stands.

The CHATRMAN : The disagresment to my
ruling has been withdrawn. The ruling will not
be enforced.

Mr. RYLAND pointed out that it was the
tendency of local authorities to, if possible, get
away from their liabilities. He quoted from a
speech made by the mayor of Gympie in 1892, in
which he expressed the opinion that a great day of
repudiation would take place among divisional
boards and municipalities on account of the
reduction of the endowment, and that when that
day arrived the whole of the indebtedness would
be wiped out. He thought the Government
should show some discrimination in lending the
money of the State,

Question—Loans to local bodies, £233,684—
put and passed.
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DEEP SINKING.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. R.
Philp, Pownsuille) moved that £10,000 be granted
for loans in aid of deep sinking. The vote was the
same as last year. £5,755 had lapsed during the
year,

Mr, MAXWELL: The hon, gentleman
recently made reference to a battery going to the
Coen.  Was that paid for out of the prospecting
vote ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Yes,

Mr. JENKINSON asked if it was the custom
of the department in every instance to get the
opinion of the geologist before any money was
granted in aid of deep sinking?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That was
the custom, except in a few instances in which
the opinion of the warden was taken.

Question put and passed.

LOANS IN AID OF CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTION,
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. J. V. Chataway, Mackay) moved that the
sum of £10,000 be granted for loans in aid of
co-operative agricultural production. A similar
sum was voted on the Estimates last
[2°30 p.m.] year, but it was only drawn on in
one case, that was the case of the
Gympie Dairying Company. The invention,
when that vote was first introduced, was to assist
farmers who wanted some sort of a factory, and
who could give security for advances but were
not able to raise the required capital themselves,
to erect flour-mills, rice-mills, ete. The only
tangible proposal with respect to the vote at the
present time was in reference to the erection of a
flour-mill at Roma.
Question put and passed,

WIRE-NETTING UNDER THE RABBIT BOARDS
AcCT, 1896.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved that the sum of £6,500 be granted for
wire-netting under the Rabbit Boards Act of
1896. The amount was considerably less this
year, as it was anticipated that less netting
would be required.

Question put and passed.

ENDOWMENTS TO HARBOUR BOARDS AND PORTS.

The TREASURER moved that the sum of
£176,255 be granted for endowments to harbour
boards and ports for harbour improvements.
The items in that vote were in every case
revotes. Last year £246,764 was voted, but only
£70,000 was spent, and the only two cases in
which the full amount of the endowment was
drawn were Cairns and Port Douglas.

Mr. GIVENS asked why there was no endow-
ment for the Cairns harbour this year?

The TREASURER : They spent the money
last year, and will now have to work on their
harbour dues.

Question put and passed.

DEBENTURES UNDER SUGAR WORKS GUARANTEE
ACT OF 1893.

The SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE
moved that the sum of £134,600 be granted for
debentures to be issued under the authority of
the Sugar Works Guarantee Act of 1893. There
were three sums mentioned in the vote atnounting
to £24,600, for which debentures were issued
or about to be issued under the Act. There
were two other items to which he wished to
make special reference—namely, the item of
£45,000 for the Johnstone River mill, and
£65,000 for the Russell River mill, Inthose cases
legislation would be required, as they wereentirely
outside the amending Act, which limited the
amount for which debentures might be issued to
£500,000, and the necessary legislation would
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be introduced accordingly. The late Hon, T. J.
Byrnes made a promise that provision would be
made for a mill at the Johustone River, and
he (Mr. Chataway) thought it was desirable
that he should ask the House to allow him to
carry out that promise. The £500,000 for which
debentures might be issued would not provide
sufficient to complete the mills enumerated in
the vote and those already authorised, and bring
them into a state of efficiency, so that he would
have to ask Parliament to make a further pro-
vision of £15,000 or £20,000. With regard to the
Russell River mill, the department had pre-
liminary reports upon the land, which stated
that the land was exceedingly good land, and the
centre a favourable one for the establishment of
a mill, but they were not yet in possession of full
reports,

Mr. McDONALD understood that there was
a surn of £35,715 arrears, of interest, and a sum
of £52,706, arrears of redemption, in connection
with those mills, and wished to know if the
Government were doing anything to see that the
interests of the State were protected.

* The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The position of the mills in so far as the reduction
of the original loan and the payment of interest
were concerned showed a considerable improve-
ment. In 1897 they earned on their capital
51 per cent.; and in 1898, 9'1 per cent.; and
they paid in interest in 1897, £5,196; and in
1898, £11,000, The repayments for the present
year were scarcely in yet, but during the last
three days the department had received £2,149
from the Mosman mill; £1,800 from the Mul-
grave mill; and £2,456 19s. 11d. from the Gin
Gin mill, which altogether was almost as much
as they got for the whole of last year. The
Minister, while not desiring to escape respon-
sibility, would have to be largely guided by
the House as to what should be done in cases
where the mills were largely in arrears with
their payments. The Moreton mill, which was
not only in arrears in the payment of interest,
but which had also got hopelessly into debt,
the department had foreclosed on, and they were
now running the mill and working it at a
profit ; and it was hoped that by this time next
year they would have paid off the arrears, and
be able to hand the mill back to the shareholders
if they so desired. The Proserpine Company
was also in a very bad way; they had paid no
interest this year, the crop having been nearly
entirely destroyed by the frost, The yield was
something less than 1,000 tons, but next year
they should make 2,800 tons. They had
petitioned the department tosend up a manager,
and inquiries were now being made as to what
course should be adopted.

Mr. GIVENS was acquainted with the situa-
tions of the proposed mills at the Johnstone
and Russell Rivers, and could honestly say that
there was every prospect of the mills being
a success. When the Sugar Works Guarantee
Act was passed in 1893, the then Premier made
a distinct promise that no Chinese, Javanese, or
other coloured aliens should be allowed to work
in the mills ; but that promise had been broken
by his successors, The Mosman Central mill
Company had indented 100 Japanese direct from
Japan, and the Mulgrave Company were employ-
ing Japanese at the cane carrier, simply because
they did the work 1d. a ton cheaper than white
labourers. He hoped the Government would do
everything in their power to discourage the
employment of Asiatic aliens of any kind in
connection with the work in central mills.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
‘With regard to the employment of Polynesians
in central mills, that matter was in everybody’s
hands, and before he was a politician he had done
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everything he could to prevent them being so
employed. The employment of Japanese was in
a somewhat different category, because it was not
against the law. There were some mills situated
at long distances, like the Mosman, which he
could not help having sympathy with, as they had
a difficulty in getting labour. Japanese were not
coming here now, and when the time of those
who were here expired they would go back, and
he believed that within the next three or four
years the trouble and unpleasantuess of coloured
labour working in the mills would be a thing of
the past. At any rate, he would do everything
he could to prevent the employment of coloured
Iabour of any description inside a mill

Mr. LEARY noticed that provision was made
on the vote for some new mills, and he thought
that was a matter that deserved serious con-
sideration. * He did not object to assist the
sugar industry, or any other industry, provided
the State could see its way to get its money
back. But at the present time the sugar in-
dustry in Queensland might be said to be
trembling in the balance, and it was doubtful
whether it was going to succeed. Everybody
was agreed that in the near future, whether by
legislation or the scarcity of labour in the
islands, Polynesians would gradually disappear
from the sugar plantations, and if that labour
was abrolutely necessary for the production of
sugar, in order to make it pay, was it not absurd
to launch out into the expenditure of those large
sums of £40,000 and £60,000 on central mills?
The Minister should give the Committee an
assurance that if that money was voted now it
would not be expended until it was sanctioned
in the form of a Bill, and unless the hon. gentle-
man was prepared to do that he did not think
the Commuittee should be prepared to allow the
amounts to pass.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
had already explained that legislation would be
required to sanction the expenditure of that
money, and he would certainly not recommend
the Treasurer to expend it until it was authorised
by Parliament.

Mr, LrarY : Will this money be spent until it
is authorised to be spent ?

The TREASURER : Certainly not.

Mr. Grvens: How long will it be before the
Bill is introduced ?

The TREASURER: I can bring it in next week.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): There were Japanese
working in the central mills at Mulgrave, Goondi,
and Mourilyan, and he believed that some time
ago the hon. member for Herbert, Mr. Cowley,
said that it would be necessary to introduce
coolies.

Mr. Cowrey : No.

Mr. LESINA : Heremembered that the hon,
member pointed out to a deputation that waited
upon him that coolies would be a reliable kind of
labour.

Hox. . THORN : The whole question of the
sugar industry required to be thrashed out, and
he thought the industry was dovmed in Queens-
land so long as bounty-fed sugar was allowed to
come in as it did. He was glad the promise had
been given that none of that money would be
expended without further legislation, as he did
not think the Government would ever see the
£500,000 already loaned under the Act.

Mr. LESINA asked if the Minister was
aware that the Mosman mill, which was down
for £12,000 on the vote, had imported Japanese
to work in the mill ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
He had not heard that-that was the case.

Question put and passed.
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RAILWAYS-—GENERAL ESTABLISHMENT,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS (Hon.
J. Murray, Normanby) moved that £290,010 be
granted from loan for railways—general establish-
ment. There were a few increases in the vote
to a number of clerks and other officers in the
various branches included in the vote. They
were principally classification increases.

Mr, LESINA noticed that the Commissioner
in his report stated that the department had
paid £2,826 14s. 3d. for 1 acre 1 rood 34 perches
of land at Brunswick street, Bulimba Reach.
Did the Government actually pay that price per
acre for land?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It
depends where it is situated. It may be worth
£10,000 per acre in the centre of the city.

Mr. LESINA noticed also that £193 had been
paid for an acre on the Hughenden-Winton ex-
tension, and £1,767 for an acre on the South and
North Rockhampton line. He wanted in that
connection to urge the imposition of a better-
ment tax to secure to the State a share of the
increased value put upon land through railway
construetion,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS was
sure that there was no case in which the Com-
missioner had given more than its value for land
resumed for railway purposes.

My, McDONNELL brought up the matter
of the resumption of a piece of land for the
Bulimba_line, from Johannah Maloney. The
award given in that case by the arbitrator had
been very much less than the value of the land,
and the owner had no remedy, as under the Act
there was no appeal from the valuation of the
arbitrator where it was less than £500. Inevery
case where the award had been above that
amount, and appeal had been made to the
Supreme Court, the valuation had been increased
by 50 per cent. In the case to which he had
referred, the owner of the land had for three
years declined to accept the arbitrator’s award,
£380, and the money wasstill in the hands of the
arbitrator. In justice to property-owners the
Government should next session introduce an
amendment of the Act providing for legal redress
in cases where the arbitrator’s award was less
than £500.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS had
had all the papers in the case mentioned by the
hon. member before him, and had brought the
case under the notice of the Commissioner, who
assured him that he bad mno power under the
Act to give more for the land than the arbi-
trator’s award., He promised to consult with the
Commissioner again, and if injustice was done
under the Act to see what could be done to
amend it.

Mr. HARDACRE: Whilst amending the
Act the hon. gentleman would, he hoped, give
some consideration to the proposal of the hon.
member for Clermont, In one case in Rock-
hampton the owner of land claimed £10,000 and
had been awarded £120.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORKS:
The principle was very largely acted upon. He
was aware of the case mentioned in which the
owner claimed £10,000, and the arbitrator set
down the value of the land at £120, and that
was all the owner got,

Question put and passed.

ENGINEERING BRANCH——SOUTHERN DIVISION.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
moved that £253,950 be granted from loan for
engineering branch, Southern division. There
were some considerable increases on that vote.
There was £15,000 down on account for the exten-
sion of wharf, etc., Racecourse to Pinkenba line ;
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but of that £5,000 was a revote. The estimate
to complete the scheme was £60,000. For the
Central Stacion buildings £35,000 was asked for
on account. The amount of £10,000 on account
for new railway offices on last year’s vote lapsed,
and did not appear on the Estimates this year,
as the work would not at present be proceeded
with, £20,000 was down for new workshops at
Ipswich, and it was intended to increase them
to a very great extent. It was estimated that
£125,000 would be required for the purpose, and
for machinery another £50,000. £15,000 was asked
for deviations and alterations to curves on the
Main Range, and another £15,000 for alterations
to grades, including a bridge at Sadlier’s Crossing
on the line from Ipswich to Rosewood. The
Chief Engineer’s estimate for alterations at
Maryborough was £34,200, and £11,500 was
asked for in that vote. For deviations and
relaying on the Maryborough-Gympie line
£32,500 was asked for, and £6,250 for extension
of steel spans, Burnett Bridge. There was
£20,000 down for miscellaneous works, including
water supply, but the details of the vote were too
voluminous to read.

Mr. XERR admitted that the department
could not at present enter largely upon the con-
struction of locomotives, but they were in a
position to construct carriages and wagons, and
they should take the matter up.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : The
matter had been fully considered by the Coimn-
missioner, and it was found that at the present
time they could get the work done more satis-
factorily by private contract. The department
devoted more attention to repairs.

Mr. McDDONNELL asked the reason for the
withdrawal of the vote for new railway offices?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
There was a good deal of work of that descrip-
tion going on, and it was thought far better to
have those works coming on in regular succes-
sion. It was just possible that next year they
would be able to make a start with these offices.

Mr. McDONNELL : The necessity for thoss
offices had been pointed out again and again, and
it was surely as great now as it had been some
years ago.

Mr. CAMPBELL : The hon. member deserved
credit for standing up for Brisbane as he did,
but as a man also identified with Brisbane he
was satisfied with the amount of buildings pro-
vided for on the Estimates at the present time.

Mr. McCDONNELL did not object to necessary
works being gone on with in other parts of the
culony, but he protested against the action of
the department in withdrawing the money for
necessary works in Brisbane from the Estimates.

Question put and passed.

ENGINEERING BRANCH—CENTRAL DIVISION.

TheSECRETARY FORRAILWAYSmoved
that a sum not exceeding £65,100 be granted
from loan for engineering branch, Central divi-
sion. The vote included £10,000 on account for
a high level bridge over the Dawson River,
which was estimated to cost £30,350.

Mr. XERR asked whether it was intended to
go on with the promised work at Alpha?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.

Mr. STEWART protested against several of
i;he works promised in the vote being charged to

oan.

Mr. HARDACRE advocated the employment
of day labour in connection with deviations and
reductions of grades.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS said
most of this work was being done by day labour.

Question put and passed,
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ENGINEERING BRANCH—NORTHERN DIVISION.

TheSECRETARY FOR RATLWAYSmoved
that a sum not exceeding £98,850 be granted
from loan for engineering branch, Northern
division.

Mr. KIDSTON pointed out that in this loan
vote there was a sum of £8,000 for renewals to
bridges and miscellaneous works on the Cairns
line; and in the Estimates-in-Chief, page 89,
there was a sum of £5,000 for rebuilding the
Dawson, Comet, and Nogoa bridges. In both
cases the works were of the same character, but
in the one case they were charged to loan, while
in the other case they were charged to revenue.
He thought it would be better to put down the
items in such a manner as to clearly distinguish
between works properly chargeable to loan and
works properly chargeable to revenue.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS
thought it might be well to act on the sugges-
tion made by the hon. member,

Question put and passed.

GENERAL EXPENDITURE.

The SECRETARY FORRATLWAYSmoved
that a sum not exceeding £172,500 be granted
from loan for general expenditure.

Question put and passed.

ELECTRIC TELEGRAPHS.

The PREMIER moved that a sum not ex-
ceeding £45,000 be granted from loan for electric
telegraphs.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported
progress, and the Committee obtained leave to
sit again on Wednesday next.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
messages from His Excellency the Leiutenant-
Governor, assenting to the following Bills :—
Marsupial Boards Act, 1897, Continuation ; Legi-
timation ; Railways Acts Amendment; Public
Service Act Amendment ; and Mount Morgan
Gas and Lighting Company, Limited.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER moved that the House, at
its rising, adjourn till Wednesday next.

Question put and passed.

The PREMIER : I move that this House do
now adjourn. The Government business on
Wednesday will be HEstimates, Supplementary
Estimates, Lioan Bill, and Appropriation Bill.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at twelve minutes to 4
o’clock.





