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1472 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Additional Troops, South Africa. 

WEDNESDAY, 20 DECEMBER, 1809. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. ArthurMorgan, Warwick) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES, 1898-90. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 

message from His Excell<mcy the Lieutenant­
Governor, transmitting the Supplementary Esbi­
mates for 1898-90. 

On the motion of the TREASURER (Hon. R. 
Philp, To1<"11Sville), the Estimates were ordered 
to be printed and referred to the Committee of 
Supply. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers, laid upon the table of 

the House, were ordered to be printed-
Despatch, dated lst November, 1899, re­

specting adhesion of Japan to .the 
International Convention for Protection 
of Industrial Property. 

Return to an Order, relative to Gowrie Rail­
way Junction to Roma and to vV arwick, 
made by the House, on motion of Mr. 
Bell, on the 12th Octeber last. 

Return to an Order, relative to Gowrie 
Railway Junction to Dalby, made by 
the House, on motion of :Mr. K .. tes, on 
the 3rd ~ovember last. 

Further correspondence relating to the Sea­
forth Estate. 

QUESTIONS. 
EXPORT OF HAY TO Sou1'H Al!'RICA. 

Mr. KATES (Gunningham) asked the Secre­
tary for Agriculture-

In the event of the farmers of the Darling Downs 
providing from 3,000 to 4,000 tons of wheaten hay for 
export to South Africa, will the Government be pre­
pared to provide transport and pay freight in advance 
of sale? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. J. V. Chataway, Mackay) replied--

If the farmers of the Darling Downs will provide from 
3,000 to ·MOO tons of wheaten hay or chaff in a form 
suitable for export to South Africa, the Government 
will be prepared to favourably consider the question of 
obtaining- transport and paying freight in advance of 
sale. 

NEw PosT OFFICE, CLIFTON. 
Mr. KATES asked the Secretary for Public 

'Works-
When the Government intend to invite tenders for 

the new post and telegrU:ph otfices at Clifton, for which 
money ha~ been voted ? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. J. Murray, Noi·manb11) replied-

Tenders will be invited in the Govermnent Gazette of 
the 23rd December, 1899. 

RAILWAYS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 
THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
RAILWAYS, this Bill was read a third time, 
passed, and ordered to be transmitted to the 
Legislative Council for their concurrence. 

ADDITIONAL TROOPS FOR SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

The PREMIER, in moving-
That this House renews the assurance of its loyalty 

and devotion tn the Throne and Person of Her M.ost 
Gracious Majesty the Queen; and, while recognising 
with pride the splendid gallantry and valour displayed 
by the officers and men of Her Majesty's army in the 
course of the present war in South Africa, is of opinion 
that, in view of the unexpected difficulties which have 
presented themselves since the opening of the campaign, 
united action should be promptly taken to augment the 
number of the Australasian troops which have already 
volunteered for service and have been despatched to the 
seat of war. 

This House accordingly approves of the proposal of 
the Government to equip, despatch, and maintain an 
additional military force volunteering for service with 
Her Majesty's said army in South Africa, of trained 
1nounted men, consisting of 160 officers, non~commis­
sioned officers, and 1nen, to serve in conjunction with 
like military forces to be raised in and despatched from 
other Australasian colonies-
said: Mr. Speaker--

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear l 
The PREMIER : In moving this motion, I 

regret exceedingly that there is occasion to send 
more men from Australia, in order to help the 
British army in South Africa. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER : Every man in the House 

must recognise the importance of the war we are 
now engaged in. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear l 
Mr. J ACKSON : It is very serious. 
The PREMIER: It is a question of whether 

Great Britain will be the dominant power in 
South Africa or not. 

Mr. DAwsoN: It is more than that. 
The PREMIER: I think we in Queensland 

should do all in our power to assist the great 
country to which we are proud to belong. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: The other colonies have 

taken federal action in sending additional troops, 
and the telegrams from the other colonies which 
have been placed before the House during tbe 
last three or four days will show what action 
has been taken by the Queensland Government 
in the matter. We have given the House all 
the information in our possession, aud now, 
having arranged to send these additional troops, 
we ask Parliament for authority to do so. 'Ihe 
mother colony-New South vVales-has taken 
the matter up very warmly, and they intend 
sending 400 or 500 men from that colony. They 
are undertaking the transport, and our troops 
will form a portion of the federal contin!)'ent 
going to South Africa. I think that Australians 
will show that they are brave and persistent, 
and that they will not disgrace the great country 
from which they have sprung. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER : I think our men, and the 

men of Australia generally, will be of great 
assistance to the British army now in South 
Africa. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear l 
An HONOURABLE MEMBER: If they want them, 
The PREMIER: We have been invited to 

send good horsemen and trained shots. 
Mr. McDoNALD : Who issued the invitations? 

I want to know all about it. 
Mr. Kms•roN: It appeared in the newspapers. 
The PREMIER : The Times first invited 

Australia to send troops. TheN ew South Wales 
Premier then cabled home to the Secretary of 
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State for the Colonies, asking if more troops 
from Australia would be acceptable, and iw 
received a reply that a number of good horsemen 
and good Hho's would be acceptable. I think 
they would be of the greatest service, if they 
were now on the spot. I hope there will not be 
any opposition to this motion-that the House 
will be unanimous on the matter. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER : The cost of the contingent 

already sent, up to date, is about £28,000, and 
the cost of the contingent it is proposed to send 
will be £15,000 or £16,000. In addition, we Bball 
have to pay the difference between the colonial 
pay and the Imperial pay. I do not think we 
will require any adrlitional taxation to defray 
the cosc of these troops going to the Transvaal, 
but if we must have additional taxation I do not 
believe the people of the colony will object to it. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: We have already had most 

liberal offers from the people of the colony­
from Townsville, Charters Towers, and Rock­
hampton--

Mr. LESINA : Put on a wealth tax to pay it. 
The PREMIER: And no doubt further offers 

will be received. I am certain that the taxpayers 
of the colony will not object to pay a fair share 
towards the cost of sending these troops, because 
every man, woman, and child in the colony is 
just as much interested in the result of the war 
as the peoplt> in Great Britain. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: We are part of that great 

Empire, and their fight is our fight. 
HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear. hear ! 
The PREMIJ<JR: It is not fo~ us to question 

the wiHdom of the war, but we in this colony 
should do all we can to assist the mother country 
to make all her undertakings a success. 

HONOURABLE iVIEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. STEW ART: Do you think the war is justifi­

able? 
Mr. DA WSON (Chart en Towers); In rising 

to second this motion--
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DA WSON : I do so with the full sense of 

the responsibility it involves, and I recognise the 
gravity of the present position. It is only dne 
to myself and other hon. members in this 
Chamber, that I should make some observations 
a little beyond what has been indulg-ed in by the 
Premier. Y on will recollect, Mr. Speaker, that 
when a somewhat similar motion was moved by 
the then Pr~mier I, in my position here, opposed 
it-bitterly, fiercely-and some humourist was 
plea~ed to say, fanatically, opposed it. 

Mr. STEPHENSON: Hear, hear! {Laughter.) 
lHr. LESINA : More overcoats. 
Mr. DA WSON: I am glad that I have dis­

covered the humourist in the hon. member for 
Ipswich, whom I have known for many years. 
I would like to draw hon. members' attention to 
my position in this matter. There is a very great 
difference between the motion moved by the 
then Premier, J\Ir. Dickson, and the one we are 
now called upon to determine this afternoon. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
l\Ir. DA WSON: At that time the centre of 

the discussion was-and the principle of my 
amendment was--that Parliament bad not been 
consulted, and that an unconstitutional act h:ld 
been committed by the then Premier. It was 
practically declaring war against the people of 
the Transvaal without the consent of the people 
of this colony. That was· the chief ground of 
objection we too"k on that matter. Further, at 
that time, it was a question of volunteering 
services without the consent of the probable 
volunteers or anyone else, Parliament included. 
But this is in r·esponse to an invitation, 

1899-4 x* 

which makes all the difference. The offer 
was made at a time of profound peace, when 
there was a probability or possibility that 
war would not hA declared ; and it is just pos­
sible that the offer made from the colony of 
Queensland, and which was responded to by the 
other colonies at the invitation of the Colonial 
Office, was a large element in precipitating the 
present·war. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Oh, oh ! 
{Laughter.) 

MgMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. LESINA: They don't like it. 
Mr. DA WSON : .I took objection on those 

grounds to the last contingent guing, and I may 
also say that it was out of profound admiration 
for the heroic struggle the Boer people were 
making to retain the last shreds of their liberty. 
And I say that if I thoug·ht now that the British 
Empire was simply engaged in a tussle with the 
Boers, I would still be against this contingent 
going. At the time it was proposed to send the 
last contingent I fell into an error common 
to many people. Many persons, wiser, older, 
and more experienced than I am, fell into 
exactly the same error; in fact, it was the 
same error that Generals Buller, Methuen, 
and Gatacre fell into-under-estimating the 
strength of the enemy. I thought myself when 
England went to war with the Boers that it 
was like J efferies challenging the consumptive 
patient in the hospital to fight him twenty 
rounds; but now that hostilities have actually 
commenced, we find that the true position was 
not understood either in Queensland or in Eng­
land, or else the British Empire would have been 
much better prepared than it was. It is per­
fectly clear that the struggle is a little wider 
than is imagined even by the Premier. I quite 
agree with the htm. gentleman as far as he has 
gone that the struggle in South Africa at the 
present time is a struggle for supremacy in that 
portion of the continent. But I would like to 
point out that it is something more, in my 
opinion; it is a question as to whether Great 
Britain shall hold dominion in South Africa 
at all. As hr as we can judge now, from the 
information that is gradually filtering through the 
Press, there had been a huge continental con­
spiracy, and that for some considerable time 
past in South Africa there have been a large 
number of trained continental troops there which 
have been using the Boers in their endeavours to 
humilitate their traditional enemy. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. DA WSON: The struggle to-day is not a 

struggle between the Boers and Great Britain, 
urged on by a coterie of land-grabbers headed by 
Cecil Rhodes, but the struggle has reached such 
an acute stage that it is a matter of national 
existence-whether the prestige of the British 
Empire is to be sullied and to ;uffer a hamilia­
tion in South Africa at the hands of its tradi­
tional en~mies on the continent who, when they 
find her in difficulties, may make a dash for her 
po~sessions. I say that we, as one of the richest 
possessions of the Empire, have a very keen 
interest indeed in this matter. 

HoNOURABI,E MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. DA Wt:lON: I think it is about time 

that we woke up and protected ourselves in 
time. 

Mr. STEW ART: By sending our trooy,s ouL of 
the country. 

Mr. DA "\VSON: I may point to the view of 
the matter which has been taken by a Labour 
paper in this colony, and which is put in much 
finer language than I have at command. I 
think the writer puts the matter very :finely. 
I quote now from Gyrapie Truth, and I think 
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hon. members will agree with the sentiments 
expreosed in the article. At any rate, I du to the 
very full. He says-

Brit:ish reverse" like tho f::B of Ladvsmi ( b and Storm­
berg can only delay the end, and iniensif.r a thousand­
fold the mischief already done. They may embolden 
the disaffected Dntch to open rebellion, and raise a 
hornet's-nest of civil war about our ears in Ca,pe 
Colony and ~atal; they may thus drench the soil of 
South Africa in the life's blood of those who should live 
upon it in amity. But the agony would simply be 
prolonged and aggravated. Britain must win. And 
it were therefore well for the Boers, and well for 
the sakes of hnmanitv, that she shonld win quickly 
and decisively. EverY defeat of the Britjsh arm~ spells 
danger to the world's peace. 'rhe cut-throat powers of 
Europe are Wfttchiug this struggle with eager eyes. and 
with what. hopes in their hearts hell only knows. 
Britain is hated on the C011tinent with an exceeding 
great hate, equalled only by the :trdonr with which her 
rich possessiOn~ are coveted. Once let the idea take 
hold that British weal<:ness makes possible the dh::rup~ 
tion of the British Empire, a11d look out for Armaged~ 
don and the reign of Ulliversal terror. 
I subscribe to that sentiment to the very full. 
I believe now, from what information I hf,ve 
received, that the position in South Africa 
to-day, so far as the hatred of France towards 
the British l!impire is concerned, is similar to 
that which existed when America was fighting 
for her independence. The great Liberals of 
England were against the war from the first; hut 
when they di•covered that certain influential 
Frenchmen were using the Americans for the 
purpose of humiliating England, they turned 
round and took the opposite view. The greatest 
Liberal of the lot, Lord Chatbam, fought as hard 
as he knew how against the war, but, as soon as 
he discovered what I have pointed to, he took 
the other view. The same thing occurred with 
regard to Charles l!'ox, the greatest champion of 
English liberty who was ever born on the <·oil. 

Mr. STEW ART: The be,t men in England 
always opposed the American war, just as the 
best men in Emdand oppose thi' war. 

Mr. DA ·wsON : They ilid up to a certain 
point, but when they discovered conspiracy and 
intrigne going on, they immediately recognised 
that there was danger to their own country, and 
advocated the prosecution of the war with as 
much vigour as pn~sible. I would like to )Joint 
out to hon. members that the situation in South 
Africa at the present time is very acute. We 
do not know half the trouble yet. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. D A WSON : What we do know of the 

truth is bad enough. \V e know that three dis­
tinguished generals of the Briti~;h army have 
been repulsed one after the other, but a more 
significant fact than anything else, the most con­
vincing testimony as to the seriousness of the 
situation, is to be found in the fact that Generals 
Buller, Methuen, and Gatacre have been super­
seded ; the highest military genius which the 
Emp\re can produce has been sent to Sout.h 
Africa to take command, and the army there 1s 
being reinforced to thte extent of 50,000 men. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DA WSON : But there is another little 

item, only a line of print, which is very signifi­
cant to me, and which leads me to believe that 
that there is more than a South African 
affair in this difficulty, and that is that 
Great Britain is getting her navy ready. I 

don't think they would get their 
[4 p.m.] navy ready to run their ships over-

land to try and shell the Boer,· 
strongholds ; it is because somebody else ia 
making a move that the \Var Office is aware of, 
and it must be some continental power. 

Mr. JENKINSON: Reeves's cablegram indicates 
that. 

Mr. DAWSON: I agree with the hon. gentle­
man that it is too late now to talk about the 

jmtice of the war. I believe it was a most unjust 
war, and it has been very hard lines indeed on 
the Boer. 

Mr. STEW ART : Not at all. Exterminate them ! 
Cut their throats! 

Mr. DA \VSON: If the h<>n. gentleman is 
actu.,ted by the.t sentiment, he ought to resign 
his pr>"ition in Parli:1ment, and volunteer to go 
himself. 

Mr. S•rEWART: Bolstering up rogues and 
mining sharks! 

Mr. DA WSON: I hate war with every drop 
of blood in my veins, more particularly a war of 
this de"cription. At the same time I must 
recognise the logic of facts ; I must recognise that 
the tight has actually commenced, that the posi­
tion is now very acute, and that the time has 
arrived when prompt and definite action must be 
taken, Delays in matters of this kind are 
dangerous. It is a matter now of supremacy or 
humiliation. There is another thing to which I 
would like to draw attention ::tnd that is this: 
We have abundanco of evidence that the last 
contingent that left here left wives and families 
in a state of destitution. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. 
Mr. DAWSON: Yes. 
The ORIEl!' SECRETARY: No. 
Mr. DA WSON: I say distinctly that some of 

them left wives and families in a state of de"titu­
tion. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That may 
be said of some who did not go with the contin­
gent. 

Mr. DA WSON: Very likely. I want to 
point out that a wise discretion should be 
exercised in the selection; and if married men 
are taken away to serve with the Queensland 
contingent, I hope it will be seen t.bat their 
wive" and families will not be a burden on the 
taxpayers, but that they will have something to 
eat and wear while the husbands are away fight­
ing for the glory of the Empire. 

The HoME SECRETARY: The greater portion 
of their pay is payable to their wives now. 

Mr. DA \VSON : That is what I want to know. 
As a matter of fact the hon. member for Gym pie 
and myself have been in the Chief Secretary's 
Department about this, and we received informa­
tion from the department. While 1 was there 
five minules I made inquiries, and I found that 
there wa~ no power to deduct any of the money 
payable to the men in order to give it to the 
wives and families. Here is an official letter 
in reply to an application made by the hon. 
member for Gympie in regard to this matter. I 
do not think 1 need bother the House by reading 
it. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Yes. Read it. 
Mr. DAWSON: This is whatthelettersays­
SrR,-"\\~it.h reference to your letter of the 7th ii,stant, 

asking whether any of the pay due to a member of the 
Queensland contingent now in South Africa. can be 
stopped in Brisbane for the benefit of his wife and 
family, I have the honour, by direction, to inform you 
that the Crown Lnw Officers, to whom the matter has 
been referred, advise that there is no legal right to 
dedtl.ct any amount due to such member, even though it 
be for the u::~e of his wife and family. 

I have, etc., 
HENRY S. DU'J'TOX. 

I draw attention to this because it is a serious 
matter, and what I would sug;5est to the hon. 
gentleman would be this: The men of the Queens­
laud contingent will receive Imperial pay, and, 
as they are also receiving extra )Jay from 
the Queensland Government, I would suggest 
that the extra pay >honld be stopped here and 
given to the wives and families of those men, 
and that those married men should live on the 

, Imperial pay the sanw as Imperial soldiers 
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receive. I very much regret that the fimt act of 
federatefl .._t\.UHtra}ia is an aggressiVe one. rrhere 
are many things we have to regl'et. 

Mr. STRWART: Even Federation itself. 
Mr. DA WSON: I don't know th>tt we rrgret 

thg,t. I believe there are some hon. members 
in this Chamber who will be amongst the first 
to occupy seats in the Federal Parliament, and 
I take the opportunity of dropping a hint to 
tho~e hnn. gentlemen who have an ambition in 
that direction. Now there is a contingent going 
as a contribution from federated Austm!ia in 
response to an invitation from the home Govern· 
rnent that fact alone I think should entitle 
federated Australia when the Boers are sub­
jugated, as they are bound to be, to put in her 
voice and see that they be treated with humanity, 
and that all their rights, consistent with the 
safety and peace and welhre of the South 
African State, will be properly safeguarded. I 
will say no more about that matter, but I 
will just take this opportunity of thanking 
the hon. member for Mnsgrave, Mr. O'Connell, 
who, the last time I addressed myself to the 
question of the contingent, referred tu certain 
remarks which were understood by the bun. 
gentleman, and also by many other hon. gentlemen 
who are political opponents. They did not put 
the true interpretation on the matter as that hon. 
gentleman did, and I take this opportnnity of 
publicly thanking him for that. I am proud to 
ba<e him as a friend-I am proud to know a man 
brave enough to be honest and manly enough to 
be just. I beg to second the motion. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
Question put and passed. 
At the request of the Chief Secretary, most 

hon. members rose in their places and g_,ve three 
cheers for the Queen. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING 
oRmms. 

The PREMIER, in moving-
That so much of the Standing Orderd be snspencled 

for the remainder of this session as will admit of the 
passing of Bills through all their stages in one day; also 
of the reporting and receiving of rt'loluti.on,, from the 
Committees of Supply and "\\rays and :\Jeans on the same 
d::ty on which they shall have passed in those corn~ 
mittees-
said : This is the usual motion at this time of the 
year, and I suppose this is very nearly the last 
week if not the last week of the S0"'~ion. If this 
is passed it will enable two private Bills to get 
through. The only Government Bills now to get 
through are the Appropriation Bill and the 
Loan Bill. 

l\1r. McDONALD (Flinders): I called "Not 
formal" to this motion, and, personally, I am 
prepar~d to go fnrtber and divide the House 
upon It. Under the circmnst:wces, the bon. 
gentleman ought not t>J have come down and 
asked for the suspension of the Standing Orders 
at all. It will practically mean that the Govern­
ment, with its majority, can ask for the suspen­
sion of the Standing Orders, and carry through 
any measures they think proper. What is the 
use of the forms of the House at all ? \Vbat are 
they given to us for? They are given to us for 
our protection; and if the Go.vernment is going 
to ask for their suspension time after time, 
it is likely to lead to very gra;e results. I 
would remind hon. member« opposite U·at they 
may not always be on the 'l'rea,ury benches. 
There may be others sitting over there who will 
probably take advantage of the precedent which 
is being set on the present oc,:;;sion by the Go­
vernment. I could understand the motion if 
this was the last day of the session, wheu there 
was no other business to be done but the passage 
of an Appropriation Bill. But the bon. gentle­
man not only wants to get an Appropriation 

Bill through, but be talks of getting two private 
Bills through as well. Then there is to be a 
Loan Bill, aud at any time a Loan Bill is a very 
contentious matter. 

The PREMIER: No. 
Mr. McDONALD: I maintain that anything 

that is going to saddle this country with an 
annual expenditure on account of interest on a 
loan is a very grave matter, and should not be 
allowed to be rushed throug-h as the hon. mem­
ber proposes by this suspension of the Standing 
Orders. In the past it has only been the custom 
to suspend the i::ltanding Orders on the last day 
of the S''ssion, but the bon. gentleman now wants 
to adopt a different course, and wants to suspend 
them for three or four days. The motion reads 
that the Standing Orders are to be suspended 
for the remainder of the session. Now, if the 
session lasts for another month, this motion will 
bold good for the whole of that time, and that is 
not a good thing. I can quite understand the 
motinn for one day, but when it comes to passing it 
for an indefinite period, it is a verydifferentmatter, 
and no leadAr of the House should ask us to agree 
to such a proposal. There is another matter 
which, abow all, the bon. gentleman should take 
into consideration. At the present time a certain 
election petition case is proceeding in the court. 
I am informed that it is almost an impossibility 
for that case to be finished this week, and in 
that casP they will not sit again till ,January. 
Now, if the hon. gentleman is going to finish the 
session this week, that case cannot be gone on 
with until the House meets again next session. 

Mr. GrvENS: It cannot go on even then. 
Mr. McDONALD: Oh, yes, it can, because 

that has already been established by the fact 
that we have already bad a federal session, and 
it did not come on then, but came on in the next 
sebSi(Jn. In that c;,se there would be a new 
ElecLions Tribunal, and it would be very ques­
tionable whether the case would not have to be 
gone over from the very start. That is not fair 
to either the petitioner or the respondent, and 
under those circumstances the bon. gentleman 
ou£<bt nut to ask for the suspension of the Staml­
ing Orders. It may be cont&nded by some, 
though it is not established yet whether it can be 
done, that if the hon. gentleman adjourns the 
Hotbe for three or four weeks before proroguing it 
the case can go on during that adjournment. But, 
seeing that that has never been establisher'!, we 
do not know wh,tt position the judge would take 
up inthe event of such a thing taking place, so 
that we might be in a very awkward position. I 
certainly enter my protest against the motion, 
and will go so far as to divide the House upon it. 
The Premier has given us no indication of what 
the Loan Bill is going to be-how much it will 
be for-and yet be asks us to place a weapon in 
his bands which will enable him to force that 
Bill through this House in a single sitting, without 
an adjournment at all; and under those cii·cum­
stances it is not decent to propose this motion at 
the pt·e,ent time. The least the hon. gentleman 
should have done was to intimate to the House 
the nature of this Loan Bill before asking for this 
suspension ·of the Standing Orders. This is only 
\Vednesday, and there is ample time for the hon. 
gentleman to withdraw thi~ motior;, give notice 
of it to-morrow, and move It on Fnday, thereby 
enabling him to finish up his business. 'That 
would have been a more straightforward course 
for the bnn. gentleman to pursue. 

The P l:LKMil~R : ·with the permission of the 
House, I would like to reply to the remarks of 
the hon. member for Flinders. 

HoNODRABI,Jl MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PRKIYIIER: I quite agree with what the 

bon. member has said about the injustice to the 
two parties in the elections C'->Se now being tried 
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in the Supreme Court, and I can assure the 
House that Parliament will not be prorogued 
until that case is finished. 

Mr. McDONALD: You do not· know what 
position the judge may take up with regard to 
the adjournment. We have not got that de;fi. 
nitely settled yet by our court. 

The PHEMIER : The court can go on with 
the case until the prorogation, and I will give 
plenty of time. My motion is in accordance 
with the usual practice of the House during the 
last week of the session. I moved it to-day in 
order that two private Bills may go right through 
without stopping. ]'riday is quite sufficient for 
my own Bilk The Loan Bill will only deal 
with amounts that have been previou-ly voted by 
this House. 

Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South) : This is a 
most unusual course, although the hon. gentle­
man assured the House that it is the usual thing 
to move such a motion towards the end of the 
session. I am not going to say the hon. gentle­
man knows better, but I appeal to his colleague, 
the Chief Secretary, and a"k him if it is not an 
unusual course to move such a motion at a time 
when there is so much buRiness on the paper. 
The usual custom is to move the suspension of 
the Standing Orders when all the business that 
is going to be done is practically finished, with 
the exception of the final ·Appropriation Bill. 
Then the Government ask fnr the suspension of 
the Standing- Orders with the object of pas,ing 
that Bill through all its stages in one day. That 
has Leen the custom ever since I have been a 
member of this House. But in this instance things 
are altogether altered. The hon. gentleman 
comes down at a time when there is a very large 
proportion of the Estimates still to comider, and 
when there is still a considerable amount of busi­
nees on the paper which the hon. gentleman may 
decide to go on with or may decide not to go on 
with. So far as I know, the hon. gentleman has 
given the House no information regarding what 
busine•s he iH going on with. 

The PREMIER: I have told the House all the 
busine•s we are going on with. 

Mr. TURLBY: I may say I have been away. 
The PREMnm: It was before you left, I think. 
Mr. TURLEY: Then there is no business 

except the Loan Bill? 
Thd PREMIER: The Loan and Appropriation 

Bills. 
Mr. TURLEY : At any rate, it seems to me 

that it is rather early in the session to ask that 
the Standing Orders be suspended. I noticed 
by the papers the other day that a moLion had 
been passed by the House giving the Govern­
ment the time allowed to private members, and 
'the hon. gentleman now says there are one or 
two private Bills that he wants to afford hon. 
members facilities to get through. I would 
point out that we have a considerable amount of 
private members' business on the paper. 

'rhe PREMIER: It has all been arranged for. 
Mr. TURLEY : There has been no particular 

arrangement made in connection with some 
matters on the paper, and I make bold to my 
that the business which some private members 
have on the paper is just as important as that 
which the Government seem to favour passine; 
through this session. When the House affirms 
that the time allowed to private mtlmbers should 
be taken away, then any private member who 
has business on the paper is simply subject to 
the gracious treatment he may receive at the 
hands of the Government in re~pect of that 
business, as the Government may or may not 
grant time for the despatch of that busine•s. 
If the Government think that by obligin15 any 
hon. member who has business down for 
consideration, it will be a good thing for 
themselves, or for the persoJ:l, who wants to be 

obliged, they can afforil him time to deal with 
his bnsine-s, but if they do not view it ln that 
light they may refuse to give the necessary time. 
That is extremely unfair. If the hon. gentleman 
were sitting on this side of the House, and he 
had bu•iness on the paper, would he not think it 
unfair that the Guvernment should take private 
members' time and simply dole out their 
favours to one or two of their own followers who 
h<1d business on the paper? 

The PREMIER : We are treating them all alike. 
Mr. TUH.LEY: I am very glad that I got up, 

because I believe that hon. members on thi• side 
were under the impression that they could not 
go on with private business after the motion 
which has been carried. Now they will know 
that the Government will give them Government 
time to deal with the motions they have on the 
paper. 

The PREMIER : To take a vote on them. 
Mr. TU .RLEY : I think that is all that is 

nececsary, and if the Government are disposed to 
flatten out the bu,iness which private members 
have on the paper they can do it at any time. 
But if a member goes on with a Bill that should 
be taken as early as possible, as, if passed, it 
will have to go to another place for considera­
tion. 

Mr. GIVENS: We do not want to he mere 
voting machines. 

Mr. TURLEY : It is not a question of being 
voting machines, because there is no question 
that comes before this House on which a member 
cannot speak, if he so desires. There is no gag 
to speech in this House, unless a two- thirds 
majority pass a rr.otion to the effect that a dis­
cussi"n shall not proceed; and if a matter comes 
before this House on which I think it is necessary 
to express my opiuion, I shall do so. I have 
taken exception before to this way of carrying on 
busine.Bs. If the hon. gentleman would wait 
until we have passed the Estimates, and then 
ask for the suspension of the Standing Orders for 
the final Appropriation Bill, he would be follow­
ing the usual custom and procedure of the House. 

Mr. FISHER (Gympie): I am of the same 
npinion as previous speakers on this side reg~.rd­
ing this matter. I think it is t.,o early in the 
session to move a motion of this nature, and in 
my opinion no business will be hindered if we 
postpone the motion till Friday next. I am 
inclined to think that this session will not clo·e 
b&fore Christmas ; if j nstice is to be done to the 
businese, and the country's interests are to be 
protected, I do not think it is possible to finish 
before Christmas. I therefore move that the 
motion be amended by the insertion after the 
word "That" of the words "on Friday," so 
that the motion may read-" That on Friday so 
much of the Standing Orders," etc. 

Mr. GIVENS (Cui·rns): I am et1tirely in 
favour of the amendment, only I regret that the 
hon. member who moved it did not move a later 
day than Friday next, because I fail to see why 
such a large amount of important business 
should be rushed through 'the House in the clos­
ing days of the se.Bsion simply because hon. 
membtrs oppo~ite had a majority. The country 
did not send us here to do business in any par­
ticular season, or to close before Christmas, or to 
rush business through in order that we may have 
a holiday; but they sent us here to do the busi­
ness of the country. There are several matters 
coming on that I am in favour of just as much as 
hon. members on the other side of the House, 
but at the same time, because I am in favour 
of tho"e particular matters, I do not desire to 
take away from other hon. members who may not 
be in favour of them the right of diocussing them. 
I totally disagree with the opinion expressed by 
the hon. member for South Brisbane, Mr. Turley, 
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that all that we want is a vote on private mem­
bers' business. If the 'Vorkmeu's Compensation 
Bill is to be considered in Committee, are we to 
take a vote on that without discussion? Are we 
tu be mere voting machinee, and not discuss the 
measure at all? I say we should have an 
opportunity of discussing the matter. Full and 
free discussion is the only means of arriving at 
what is best for the country, and of solving any 
difficulty the House or the country may be in. 
For that reason I think the right of ditlcussion 
is as important a~ the right to take a vote. 
Therefore, we are not very much beholden to 
the hon. gentleman at the head of the Govern· 
ment when he offers to take a vote, and nothing 
more, on the matters on the business-paper. The 
hon. member for Bundaberg has on the paper 
one of the most important motions that have 
been brought forward this session, and it is very 
desirable that it should be discussed. The fact 
that the Premier ca11ed "Not formal" to that 
motion clearly shows that the Government have 
no intention of allowing a vote to be taken on 
that matter this se,;sion; other"ise they would 
have allowed a formal vote to be taken on it this 
evening. 

The PREMIER: It will not be discussed five 
minutes on this siJe. 

Mr. GIVENS: If hon. members on the other 
side of the House do not consider 

[4'30 p.m.] such a motion as this worth five 
minutes' discussion, they have very 

little care and very little concern for the welfare 
of a large portion of the colony. 

The l:'UllliHER: You don't want it discussed. 
You wanted it put f,rmnl just now. 

Mr. GIVB;NS: Hon. members opposite want 
to pnbe now as being in favour of it, while, when 
it was called, they called " Not formal," so as to 
prohibit a vote being taken. 

The PREMIER : No. 
Mr. GIVENS: That was tbe exact position, 

because if they had wished a vote to be taken 
they would not have called "Not formal." There 
are several other matters that have been in­
sufficien•ly discussed, or bave not been diRcussed 
at all. The hon. member for Fortitude Valley 
has moved a motion that has been only partially 
cJi,cussed; that is a matter on which some hon. 
members hold strong opinions, and they have not 
been able to express an opinion. It will be 
unfair to them to ask them to record their vote 
on that, and on other matters, without having 
had the opportunity of expressing their views. 
It is calculated to place them in a false light in 
the eyes of the country. If we pass this 
motion we deprive hon. members, who have 
not yet had the opportunity of expressing 
their opinions, of their right to do so, 
and I, for one, object to it. Apart alto­
gether from private members' business, we 
have Government business involving an expen­
diture of hundreds of thousands of pounds, and 
the Government a{Jparently wish to rush it 
through this House in a day or two. The hon. 
member for Rockhampton, Mr. Kidston, the late 
Treasurer, says it amounts to over £1,000,000, 
and I accept the ·correction. These forms have 
been placed in the Standing Orders for the 
especial purpose of safeguarding the interests of 
the people, and safeguarding the minority, so 
that they may be able to effect decent criticism 
of any measure which may come before the 
House, and I think it is unwise to suspend those 
safeguards. I think hon. members, who are 
paid for rtttendin!ii to the business of the country, 
should give full time to the free and full discus­
sion of these important matters. Therefore I 
will vote for the amendment which has been 
moved by the hon. member for Gympie. 

Mr. KIDSTON (Rockharnpton) : I think that 
before the Premier asked the House to pass such 

a motion as this, he had a right to tell the House 
when the end of the session is to take place. The 
motion says-

That so much 0! the Standing Orders be suspended 
for the remainder of this session. 
What does that mean? 

The PREMIER: We can finish the session this 
week by sitting on Saturday. 

Mr. KIDSTON: We can finish it to-day if 
we pass this motion and take all the business as 
formal. At any rate, the hon. member knows 
we can finish it by to-morrow if all the busine&s 
is formal ; but the hon. member also knows it is 
quite impossible for hon. members on this side 
to take all the businE\~S yet to come before the 
House as formal. Much of it is of a very impor­
tant character, and must receive at least a fair 
amount of discussion. The hon. gentleman can­
not give us any assurance as to when the session 
will end, and it is unfair of him to ask this House 
to consent to a motion of this kind, which would 
take away the rights of members and the protec· 
tion which membere have of legitimate oppor­
tunities for discussion, because the session may 
last for a month yet. We may be discussing 
matters this da,y month. There is no guarantee 
we will not be. 

Mr. CowLEY: Suppose we do, it does not 
matter. 

The PREMillR: I have told you all the Bills I 
want to get through. 

Mr. FISHllR: It may lead to complications. 
Mr. KIDS TON: I am not throwing any doubts 

on· the hon. gentleman's bona fides, or saying that 
he does not me·•n well in the matter. He 
knows quite well what he wants to do, and it is 
a reasonable thing he wants to do. I am only 
pointing out that he is asking the House to con­
sent to a motion that the House has no right to 
consent to until it sees the end of the seRsion within 
a few days. And the hon. gentleman has no right 
to ask it. I think the hnn. gentleman might with­
draw his motion until he can give the House 
some as'urance that the end of the session is 
within very few days. Then I do not suppose 
there would he any objection to it being passed. 

Mr. CO\VLEY (Herbert) : The hon. gentle· 
man says the House has no right to pass this 
motion. 'Vha.t right has the hon. gentleman to 
define the rights of the House? The House has 
the right to pass any motion. 

Mr. KIDSTON: Of course, I know that quite 
well. 

Mr. COWLEY; And the Prime Minister has 
a perfect right to move it. He has told us the 
motion is to enahle private members' Bills to be 
taken through all their stages to-day-that he is 
prepared to give them time to discuss them 
until6 o'clock. The motion is for the purpose of 
passing these Bills through three stages, and 
sending them to the Council to-morrow, so as to 
enable them to be dealt with there. If the 
wnrd "Frirlay" is inserted that object will be 
defeated. We shall not be able to pa•s them 
thrDug-h committee to-day. 

Mr. FISHER : Why? 
Mr. COWLEY : We cannot. 
Mr. :B'rsHER : Why cannot we do it? 
Mr. COWLEY : The hon. member says we 

shall not. We can do it ; but, generally speak· 
ing, there is a great objection to it. The Prime 
Minister asks you not only to pass them through 
committee, but through the third reading, so 
that they can go to the other House to-morrow. 

!Yir. FISHER: There is nothing to stop it in the 
ordinary way. 

Mr. COWLEY : No. The hon. member sttys 
distinctly the Standing Orders should not be 
suspended. This proves he does not approve of 
Bills being passed through two stages at any 
time in one day. I think he is defeating his own 
object by this amendment. 
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Mr. TURLEY: The hon. member know" that 
although the Standing Order• are not suspended 
we eau take two stages-that is, second reading 
and committee-in one day. That has ,,ften 
been done when the House was satisfied with the 
provisions of a Bill. 

Mr. Gr,AESEY : It was done the othEr night. 
Mr. TURLEY : The Bills can be carried 

throngh these two stages-the principal stag.•s­
and the third reading can be euried to-morrow, 
because it is a formal matter, and 1 hen the Bills 
could be sent up for the consideration of the 
other place. We know perfectly well that there 
has been a motion carried there that the Standing 
Orders be suspend~d. So the argument of hon. 
members opp<_JSite does not apply in any way, 
because there 1s no obstacle thrown in the way 
as far as the other place, because the Bills mm 
be taken right through the three stages there. 
These private memhers' Bills can be dealt with 
there to-morrow and definitely settled. It oeemo 
to me that that is no argument whv the motion 
of the Premier should be accepted. • 

Question- That the words proposed to be 
inserted be so inserted-put ; and the House 
divided:-

Anos, 20. 
1\fessrs. Tnrley, Ryland, Fisher, Glat<sey, Givens, 

Fit.zgerald, KE>rr, Browne, KiilRton, Dunsford, 31axwell, 
W. Hamilton, Hardacre, Jaekson, Dibley, )icDonald, 
l\IcDonnell, Stewart, Dawson, nnd Le<:iina. 

NOES, 3:t. 
::\iessrs. Philp, Foxton, Dickson, Dalr~'mpJe, Mnrray, 

Chatr~way, Rutlc>lge, :Jiacdonald-Paterson, Leahy, Bo.les, 
Cowley, G. rrhorn, Bell, t:;tephens, l\Iackintosh, .Story, 
Stephem~on, Forsyth, rrooth, Plunkett, U'Conncll, Lord, 
Campbell, Bartholomew, Petric, S:todart, 1,. B. Cribh, 
Anncar, Bridges, SmiLh, Callan, Kent, Jcnkinson, and 
Grimes. 

PAIR. 
Aye-::lfr. Ourtis. 1\o- :llr. Hanran. 
Resolved in the neg-l'tive. 
Originl'l question stated. 
Mr. DA \VSON ( Gharter8 Tmoer.,): I suppose 

the House may distinctly underst.and that t.he 
Loan Bill and the Appr<>pria tion Bill will not be 
brought down until the J<~stimates are finished? 

The PREMIER: \V e ca.nnot. 
The CI!IE]' l::lECRRTARY : It has never been 

done. 
Mr. LEAHY: It was only tried, and we blocked 

it. 
Mr. DA WSON: It was attempted to be done 

by the Nelson Government. 
Mr. STEW ART(RockhamptonNorth): I intend 

to oppose the motion. The hon. member for Her­
bert said the House could do anything it liked. \V e 
know perfectly well the House can do any thin~ it 
likes. The House can o,bolis~, practically speak­
ing, the St.andiug Orders, if it chooses ; hut such 
a course of action would be altoge.ther subversive 
of the principles of constitutional government. 
I do not know that the Premier is anxions to go 
that length in addition to the many o'.her vagaries 
which he has performed. I do not think the 
Sto.nding Orders should be suspended except in 
cases of great emergency-except some very good 
reason or reasons could be advanced for the step. 
Have we any reason of that kind at present? 
What is the reason the hon. gentleman de,ires to 
suspend the Standing Orders? He has not given 
a.ny. He has not told us; he has left us to 
guess ; and the only reason that I can guess is 
that he is very desirous of closing the session and 
getting into recess. That is the only reason­
the only apparent reason-as far as I c~n gather. 

Mr. STEPHENSON : And a very good one, too. 
Mr. STE\V ART: I do not think so. There 

is a great amount of work to be done this session. 
The 0HIRF SECRETARY: \Vhy clon't you do it? 
Mr. STEW ART : \Ve are doing it as well as 

we possibly can. \Ve have been sitting up night 
and day trying to do it. Of course I know what 

the hon. gentleman calls doing work. What the 
h<m. gentleman wants is that he should bring in 
his Estimates or Bills, and we should shut our 
eyes and open our mouths and swallow the dose, 
whatever it might be. But that is not govern­
ment according to the ideas of British com­
munities. \Vhat that means is simply handing 
over the reins of power to an oligarchy-manu­
facturing a despotism out <Jf what ought to be a 
constitutional Government. - vVe are not pre­
pared for that. We desire that every Bill, 
motion, or proposal to .expend money brought 
before this HmiHe shall receive full and legitimate 
discussion. That is what the Opposition is here 
for-to see that every proposal brought. forward 
by the Government is thoroughly sifted and 
tested in the crucible of discussion. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. S'rEW ART : We know that the policy 

of hon. gentlemen who sit on the Treasury 
benches is to cover everything up. They do not 
want any discussion here. In fact, if they had 
their way a great many of their measures would 
never come before this House at all. 

The SPEAKER : Order, order ! 
Mr. STEW AUT: I don't know whether the 

Spe:lker i' callinc: me to order or not--
The SPEAKER: Yes. I call the hon. mem­

ber to order for speaking in too general terms on 
the motion now before the Hou"e. 

Mr. STEW ART: I am ~iving my reasons for 
ohjectiug to the motion. It is the evident desire 
of the Government to burke diecnssion. 

The CHIEP SECRE1'ARY : It is the evident de­
sire of the Government to get on with the 
business. 

Mr. tlTEW ART : There can be no othRr 
reason for proposing this motion, than that the 
Government are llfraid to submit their proposals 
to lengthened discussion. \Vhat is this proposal? 
That so much of t.heStandingOrders be suspended 
for the remainder of the session as will permit of 
the pawoing of Bills through all their stages in one 
day. \Vhy, in the case of some Bills it has 
taken weeks to pass them one stagf', not only in 
the House, but in every representative Chamber 
I know of. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : And then they 
don't pass. 

Mr. STEW ART : "And then they don't 
pass," but that is a bull perhaps. Bills have 
been discussed for weeks here, an<i in other 
Chambers, and have not passed then. But if 
this motion is passed, whatever Bill the hon. 
gentleman chooses to bring forward must be 
passed during the twentv-four hours within 
which it is introduced. What is that? That is 
limiting the right of free speech. It is imposing 
a gag upon hem. member>' of this Chamber. It 
is stifling discussion. It is burking free and 
full discussion of matters that ought to be 
discussed in every repre9entative Chamber. 
Some hon. members have hinted that the 
object of the Government in desiring to pass 
this motion is that h<m. memhers may be 
able to get homn to eat their Christ:nas dinner, 
their plum pudding, and all the rest of it. I 
submit to hon. gentlemen that surely they 
should think more of the business of the country 
than they do of their own ease, comfort, and 
even of their own otomachs! Surely, hem. gentle­
men have a higher conception of the elevated 
position they occupy, than to make it subsidiary 
to the common every-daywants of their humanity? 
Cannot we ca.rry on the business of the country 
and attend to our stomachs at the game time? 
If we cannot overtake the business that is to be 
done before Christmas, can we not adjourn and 
meet after Christmas? 'Where is the necessity 
for hon. members to rush away into recess 
immediately after Christmas? Why should we 
abandon our work here after Christmas any 
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more than 'the operatives in any of the manufac­
tories iu Brisbane abandon their work after 
Christmas? Have we not any nnm~Jer of 
measur~s on the stocks that might very well be 
paqsed? 'What would hon. gentlemen say of a 
station-owner who had 10,000 sheep to shear, 
and who would say that, because it was possible 
to shear only 5, 000 before Christmas, the re­
mainder could not be shorn at all? So long as 
there is business to be donA, thi" House should 
sit to do it. Is there any bnsines' to be done? 
We know that the late Premier, now the Chief 
Seccetary and twin-head of the Government--

The SPEAKER: I point out that the hon. 
member is again digressing into a general debate 
upon the motion now bef >re the House, which 
is for the suspension of the Standing Orders dur­
ing the rest of the session, in order that Bills 
may be paqsed through all their stages in one day. 
I expect the hon. member to address himself to 
the mol ion. 

Mr. STEW ART: I was giving-so far as my 
own jurlgment of the matter lies-very cogent 
reasons why this motion should not pass. It is 
very difficult, perhaps, for one to confine oneself 
strictly to any particular line of reasoning ; but 
I think that upon a motion of this kind hon. 
members should be allowed to give as clearly and 
as fully as possible their reasons for opp 1sing it. 
I was proceeding to do so. What is the reaRon 
this motion is brought forward at all? Unless 
in cases of supreme urgency, I m tintain that no 
Bill should be permitted to pass through this 
Chamber in one day. What WA do, if we permit 
this motion to pass, is to hand over our rights to 
the Government ; and instead of the country 
being governed by a Parliament representa­
tive of thA people, it will be gowrnerl hy an 
irresponsible oligarchy. What are the Bills the 
hon. gentleman desires to bring in? I beliel'e 
he has sa[d there is a Loan Bill for one. I do 
not know how much he intenrls to borrow, hut I 
have heard it is somewhere about £1,500,000. 
That involves, not only an addition to the 
indebtednAss of the colony, to the tune of 
£1,500,000, but an addition to the annual burden 
of interest of between £4:),000 and £50,000. 
That is a question, the discus;ion upon which 
ought not to be limited in any way. I think 
that measure is of great importance. Hon. mem-

bers who represent the taxpayers of 
[5 p.m.] the colony-who representthe people 

who have got to find the money­
ought not to have any limit placed on their 
powers of discussion on such an important ques­
tion as this. If any such limit is placed on them, 
and if their rights are curtailed in this way, it 
will mean that we will have taxation without due 
repres~ntation. I hope the hem. gentleman 
will see the position he is endeavouring to place 
hon. members in. Be is makmg an insidious 
attack on the rights and privileges and liberties 
of the people of the colony ; but of course he 
does not see that. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Neither do you. 
Mr. S'l'EW ART: I do, most decidedly. If 

th<~ majority of hon. members in this Chamber 
can suspend the Standing Orders in one instance, 
they can suspend them in oth"r casPs. If that 
wets done, where wonld representative govern­
mo,nt be? If the Premier or ttny Minister of the 
Crown, simply becau'le he has a majority behinil 
him who will follow him without question-if he 
chooses, he can take away from this Chamber 
almo't ent,irely its repr<>sentative character--

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. STEW ART: It should not he possible 

for any Minister or any number of hon. members 
~o do anything of the kind. I certainly shall 
oppose the passing of this motion with all my 
might. I consider that it is making an ttttack on 
our constitutional system of government; and if 

any hon. members had any clear conception of 
their duties to their constituents and of their 
positions ae representatives of the people of the 
colony, they would never tolerate for a single 
instant any motion of this kind. 

Mr. BOLES (Port Ourtis) : I am sorry I can­
not agree with the hon. member for Rockhamp­
ton North with regard to this motion. I think 
the de,,ire of the Government and of the majority 
of hon. members is that the House should 
adjourn before Christmas. I would remind the 
hon. gentleman that the Government have been 
i-n office for some time, and he must know that 
really no contentious business has been brought 
before the House. On these grounds alone, I 
think the House should cloqe its doors before 
Christmas. 

Mr. STEW ART: "What about the one man one 
vote Bill? 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. BOLES: I do not know what the hon. 

gentleman thinks about that Bill, but when I 
saw it on the Government programme I looked 
upon it as a perfect bogey. I never thought it 
would be passed, and I don't think it will. I see 
some hon. m err, bers on the other side smiling, 
and I think some of them would give that par­
ticular Bill a high time in committee. There is 
no contentious business to deal with, except the 
paseing of the remainder of the Estimates. If 
the hnn. member can show that there is, I am 
perft ctly willing to come back after Christmas 
and assist the House. The Government have 
brought forward no progressive works. The 
whole cry outside is for railway works-some of 
which would pay at once. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. BOLES: In my judgment there is not an 

item on the Government programme that would 
be beneficial to the country. Similar motions to 
that now proposed by the Premier have been 
passed several tim<'S, No doubt private mem­
bers will have an opportunity to get their busi­
ness through, ttnd if not tbey have their remedy. 

Mr. HARDACRE: What remedy? 
Mr. BOLES: The hon. member knows it 

quite well without asking me that question. 
Question put and paosed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE CONDITION 
OF LABOURE~RS. 

Mr. GLASSEY (Bund(tberg}, in moving­
'rhat., in the opinion of this House, it is desirable that 

an Address should be presented to His Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governor vraying that Her Majesty will be 
pleased to appoint a Royal Commission to inquire into 
and report upon the following matters, namely:-

1. 11he bf"St means of encouraging close and, per­
manent settlement upon the pastoral and agricultural 
lanGls of the <'Oiony by persons engaged in shearing and 
other intermittent employmPnts of such a nature as to 
render it ne~essary for such persons to move from place 
to place in seareh of work. 

2. 'l'he desirableness of establishing in certain centres 
in tl1e interior of the colony, by means of Government 
Hssistance. homes for the convenience of persons 
engaged in such intermittent employments, to which 
they could go during the offse:-tson. when such employ­
ments are not open, and thus prevent such persons from 
being compelled to camp during bad weather on the 
bankR of creeks and other open places, much to their 
discomfort, and frequently to the serious injury of their 
health, and whether Jt is practicable to make such 
homes self-supporting. 

3. The sleeping, cooking, and dining accommodation 
provided for shearers. ronseabouts, and other persons 
employed on stations and sugar plantations. 

4. The quality and quantity of the food, whether 
cooked or unrooked, supplied to persons employed on 
station~ and sugar plantations who receive fcod in 
addition to wn.ges; also the quality and quantity of the 
water supplied to all persons employed on stations and 
sugar plantations. as well as the sn,nitation thereof 
generally, mote especially of those stations and sugar 
plantatiolls where white men m·e employed. 
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5. The means (if anyl now]Jrovided for mental improve­
ment and recreation of persons employed on stations 
and sugar plantations, especially where a considerable 
number of white men are usually employed 

6. Any other matter whieh muy conduce to the well­
being of persons employed on stations and sugar 
plantations-
said : I regret that the Prime Minister called 
"Not formal" to this motion, because I have no 
intention to discuss the matters contained in it 
at length. I am very anxious to see the business 
of the House brought to a close before Christmas. 
But I am very pleased to know that the 
Minister is not going to make it a party ques­
tion. The matter has been in the hands of 
hon. members for some days, and I think the 
resolution speaks for itseif. Hon. members 
have, no doubt, made up their minds how 
they are going to vote on the motion, and 
I am anxious that a division should be taken 
as soon as possible, I think it is extremely 
necessary that a Royal Commission-armed with 
full authority-should be appointed to inquire 
into these matters, and I think one of the mem­
bers of that commission should be a medical 
gentleman, and that the other members should 
be persons fully a.cquainted with bush life and 
plantation life. I am not desirous of becoming 
a member of the commission, if the House, in its 
wisdom, adopts the resolution, as I hope 
it will. I am not moving this resolut.ion 
with a view to becoming a member of the 
commission, as some hon. members may 
say, in order to get a few extra fees. I 
wish to clear that ground more particularly. 
I have for some considerable length of time 
thought that persons engaged in shearing and 
other occupations should be provided with more 
settled homes. That I consider a matter of 
necessity ; and I know of no better means by 
which those people can have settled homes than 
by utilising some of our best agricultural and 
grazing lands for that purpose. That is a matter 
that may be gone intQ by persons who have 
practical knowledge of the subject. I have dis­
cussed the matter with many bushmen and 
pastoralists, who agree with me that something 
should be done in this direction, after sufficient 
data has been provided by means of close 
inquiry. Sometimes we are told th"t men in 
the bush lead wandering, reckless lives, and 
spend a great part of their time at the bush 
shanties. I think that is a matter th>1t might be 
fairly inquired into, and that such a commission 
as I propose might take evidence ur·on the desir­
ability of establishing hushmen's homes in diffe­
rent. portions of the colony, where men could go 
after the shearing season expired, and not be 
compelled to lie about in all kinds of places, 
much to their own discomfort and to the injury 
of their health. I have had sevt'ral conJmunica­
tions on that subject, both verbal and written, 
from one of my best friends living in the interior, 
who is of opinion that if such homes were 
established they could, to some extent, he 
made self-supporting, inasn111ch as most of the 
men would be inclined to give a reasonable 
sum per week in exchange for comfortable lodg­
ing. In all probability, also, those men would 
be able t~ devote some of their spare time to 
cultivation of the lands set ap:nt, and thus help 
to make the place self-supporting. \Vith regard 
to the sleeping, cooking, and dining accommo­
dation provided at some of the centres where 
large numbers of men are employed, I need 
scarcely say that it is a matter that requires 
some attention. I am pleased to say that the 
Government of New Zealand have dealt with 
this matter by Act of Parliament, compel­
ling employers to provide reasonable accommo­
dation, and that the places where men are 
employed in number" are subject to inspection hy 
the factories inspectors. 'l'hen, again, I have had 

many complaints from persons, especially those 
engaged on sugar plantations, as to the want of 
decent sleeping accommodation, together with 
the poor quality of the food supplied and the 
primitive nature of the cooking appliances, 
The food is at times not only deficient in 
quantity but also in quality, with the result that, 
owing to its coarseness and the way in which it 
is supplied, men cannot be induced to stop dur­
ing the busy season when labour is most required. 
I need o11ly mention one plantation not a 
great distance from my electorate, where 1,400 
or 1,500 men are employed and pass through the 
books in one season. In cases such as that, 
wbere men are employed in such large numbers, 
surely their sleeping accommodation, their food, 
and the sanitary arrangements of the place are 
of some importance to them•elves? The sanita­
tion of these places is a matter that requires 
special attention, and to which inquiry might 
reasonably be directed. I am very anxious, if 
this commission of inquiry is granted, to see a 
medical man on the commission, together with a 
representative of the pastoralists, and a man 
with some experience as a shearer and rouse­
about-such gentlemen, for instance, as my hon, 
friend the member for Gregory and Mr. Kewley, 
the secretary of the Australian Workers' Union 
at Longreach, who would bring to bear on the 
subject experience extending over many years, 
and would do justice to the whole question. I 
will not attempt to discuss the matter at greater 
length, because there is other private business to 
come on, but I will leave th~ motion in the 
hands of hon. members, trusting to their good 
judgment and fairness. Whatever little expendi­
ture is incurred over this matter I am quite 
certain it would be more than compensated for 
by the value of the information gathered. 

The PHEMIJ!JR (Hon. R. Philp, Townsville): 
I do not intend to make thi~ a party question, 
though I intend to oppose the motion myself. 
There is too much in the motion altogether. If 
we are to commence inquiring into the sleeping 
accommoclation and cooking and dining facilities 
provided for one class of persons, we should have 
to continue it and apply the inquiry to domestic 
servants and all the sailors in onr ports. The 
first question dealt with-that of close settlement­
has been engaging the attention of Parliament for 
many years,past. vVe tried first of all to establish 
village communities, and we have since amended 
our land laws several times with the object 
of attaining the end aimed at by the hon. gentle­
man. Of course it is very desirable that men 
should not be continually wandering about the 
country looking for work, but if the Government 
unrlertake to find work for all the men who want 
it they would undertake a very big contract 
indeed. Then, with reference to the sleeping and 
cooking' accommodation provided for shearers, 
rouseabouts, and station hands generally, as I 
have said, if we begin inquiry of that nature so 
far as these matters affect one class, we 
should have to make similar inquiries in 
regard to everyone who works for wages and 
wbo is supplied with board and lodging. 
With regard to the matter of providing for the 
mpntal improvement and recreation of persons 
employed on stations and sugar plantations, I 
may say that the State tries to provid~ mental 
food for all the people in the colony who are 
willing to help themselves. The Government 
subsidise schools of arts and technical colleges, 
and provide schools for the children. I leave it 
an open matter to hon. members on this side 
to vote as they please, but personally I intend 
to vote against it. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson, Bulimba): I think the hon. gentleman 
who has introduced this motion deserves credit 
for endeavouring to improve the condition of 
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labour in the Western portion af the interior, 
which, perhaps, is subject to certain hardships, 
and which might be improved by having fuller 
knowledge on the subject. But I think the hon. 
gentleman has descended to too much detail; and 
it would have been better, to my mind, if he bad 
made the motion more general, requesting that 
the Royal Commission be appointed, and allow­
ing the commission to decide upon the special 
form of investigation. The 1st clause of the 
motion, dealing with the best means of 
encouraging close and permanent settle­
ment upon the pastoral and agricultural lands 
of the colony by persons engaged in shear­
ing and other intermittent employments, corn­
mends itself to my approval ; and I think a 
great deal of information might be elicited as to 
the desirableness of establishing, in certain 
centres in the interior of the colony, by means 
of Government assistance, homes for the con. 
venience of persons engaged in such inter­
mittent employments, bnt I object to the in­
struction given in the 3rd and 4th clauses 
particularly, and even in the 5th clause. If 
the hon. gentleman had confined his motion to a 
request for a Royal Commission to mquire into 
the best means of encouraging such settlement as 
is referred to in the 1st paragraph of the 
motion, as well as any other matter which might 
conduce to the well-being of persons employed 
on stations and ougar plantations-if the motion 
were reduced to those dimensions I would give 
it my support. 

Mr. GLASSEY : But I attach so much import­
ance to this sanitary question. 

The CHIEF 8ECRETARY: That could be 
inquired into by the commission when appointed, 
It might be left to their judgment to deal with 
those matters, but the motion in its present 
form makes a particularly invidious distinction, 
by indicating stations and sugar plantations as 
places where abuses have taken place. 

Mr. GLASSEY: So they have. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think that in 

this shape the motion is objectionable, but I 
would support the motion if the hon. gentleman 
confined it to the 1st and 6th clauses. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: What is your trouble? 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: My trouble is 

that there is an implication in the motion that 
there are grave abuses in regard to the sanita­
tion, the food, and sleeping accommodation, and 
all that sort of thing, of which we have no direct 
evidence, and I think that a Royal Commission 
ought to go t.o an inquiry or this sort in a posi­
tion to make an impartial investigation without 
receiving any instruction from this House as to 
any abuses of which we have no evidence. I 
sympathise with the motion to the extent I have 
indicated, and that is why I rose to speak, 

Mr. GRIMRS (Oxley): The only portion of 
this motion that needs inquiring into is the 1st 
clause. 

'fhe CHIEF SECRETARY : And th~ ll>st, 
Mr. GRIMES: Yes. With reference to the 

first, which is the most important, I would point 
out to the bon. member that it is not a great 
while ago since there was a select committee on 
land settlement. Ths,t committee sat six weeks, 
and entirely covered the ground of this 1st 
clause, as any hon. member can see by lookin?, 
up the evidence in "Votes and Proceedings. ' 
I am strongly opposed to Royal CHmmi"sions 
being appointed to go over work that has been 
already done by a select committee. I was upon 
that select committee, and I know very well 
what came before us. I know the class nf 
witnesses, and we had some of those very men 
referred to by the hon. member for Bundaberg 
in this motion. With reference to the class of men 
he is anxious to make inquiries about, why should 

this motion be confined to station men and men 
engaged on sugar plantations? If it is 
necessary--

Mr. GLASSEY: Because they are employed in 
large groups there, 

Mr. GRIMES: If it is necessary for them, it 
is necessary for other industries where a large 
number of men are employed. 'fhere are more 
men engaged in general farming at the present 
time than on station work or sugar pll>ntations, 
and why are not labourers in connection with 
general farming included in the motion? I am 
strongly opposed to Royal Commissions, and I 
cannot see that the hon. member has made out a 
good case for this Royal Commission. 

Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South) : I am going 
to oppose this motion. I am opposed to the 
system of Royal CommisBions. I have always 
taken up that stand, and I am perfectly satisfied 
that since I have been in this House there has 
not been a solitary Royal Commission that has 
done one bit of good. 

Mr. DAWSON: Except the Mines Commission. 
Mr. TURLEY : I would not except even the 

Mines Commission. The hon. member for 
Croydon pointed out a long time before the 
commission sat exactly the alterations required 
in the mining law, and one or two of the mem­
bers who were on the Mining Commission were 
the men who, in this House, had declared their 
opposition to anything of the sort being carried 
out. I am not referring to the leader of the 
party; I am referring to the late hon. member 
for Burke 11nd the late hon. member for Gympie, 

Mr. BELL : Do you ever study the reports and 
the evidence? 

Mr. TURLEY : I generally do. The only 
report I have not read so far is the report of the 
Police Commission; but with every other one 
since I have been a member I have taken time 
to go through the evidence as well as the report. 
The hon. {<entleman, I suppose, was referring 
inferentially to the report of the Lands Com­
mission, which to my mind was about the 
greatest frost in the way of a commission of 
inquiry ever appointed by this House, as was 
admitted not only by members on the front 
Treasury benches, who embodied very few of 
the recommendations of the commission, but also 
by one member at least on th.e.commission,. "":ho 
pointed out the absolute fut1hty of appomtmg 
Royal Commissions for that kind of work. 

Mr. BELL: A great many of the recommenda" 
tions were embodied. 

Mr. TURLEY : I refer the hon. gentleman 
to the speech delivered by the hon. member for 
Lockyer, who made it his chief complaint at the 
time that the Government had not thought fit to 
embody any of the important comequential re­
commendations at any rate submitted by the 
commission. The hon. gentleman must fight it 
out with one of his own collea.gues, who was a 
member of that commission. That is the reason 
why I am going to oppose this motion. There 
is a great deal of it that to my mind is unneces­
sary. There is a great deal that may be said 
for various parts of this motion. At the same 
time the crux of the question is this: we· have 
been asking for some considerable time for the 
Government to extend the provisions of the 
Factories Act to all these stations, and shearing. 
sheds, and sugar plantations, and every place to 
which this inquiry would extend itself. I con­
tend that is the line of argument that this party 
should take up. As far as I understand it, per­
sonally at any rate, the object should be ~o see 
first that the principles ~hat are embodied m !he 
motion at the pre,ent time sbol!ld be embodied 
in the ]'actories Act, and then that the opera­
tion of the Act should be extended to all the places 
that would be dealt with in a motion of this sort. 
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It should be extended to shearing-sheds be­
cause of the accommodation that 

[5'30 p.m.] in many instances is not fit to 
put human beings into. It should 

be extended because the sanitation is bad for 
health and everything else. It should be ex­
tended to sugar plantations for the very same 
reason, and that is the reason why I intend to 
vote against this motion-because I do not be­
lieve in Royal Commissions with the object of 
making the&e inq•1iriee, and because I believe that 
the solution of the difficulty will be far more 
easily accomplished by the extension of the pro­
visions of the Factories Act, and the inclusion of 
these places under that Act. 
* Mr. BELL (Dalby) : I suspect that the rea 
reason which has, consciously or unconsciously, 
influenced the hon. member for South Brisbane 
in coming to the conclusion he has about Royal 
Commissions which have been appointed during 
the last few years by this Parliament, is that 
amidst the list of m em hers of those commissions 
the name of the junior member for South Bris­
bane has not found a place. 

Mr. TuRLEY: That is a very lofty statement. 
It is worth v of the source it comes from. 

Mr. BELL: I venture to say that if the 
hon. member had been on one of those commis­
sion~, whatever the result of their deliberati>ms 
bad been, we should not have had the hon. 
member getting up in his place this afternoon 
and making the disparaging remarks that he has 
against them. The hon. member has stated that 
he has studied, not merely the report, but the 
evidence of the various Royal Ccftnmissions 
which have been appointed in recent years. I 
take the hon. member's word for the statement, 
though, I confess, industrious as I believe him to 
be, I was certainly not under the impression that 
his industry was of so all-embracing a character 
as that. But, as the hon. member tells us that 
he has stnrlied, not merely the reports, but the 
whole of the evidence of chose Royal Commis­
sions, I venture to say that the hon. mem­
ber in eo doing occupies a unique position 
in this Chamber, But having done that, I 
am astounded to hear the hon. member s~y 
that no Royal Commission we have had in 
recent years has been of any practical service to 
to the statute-book of the colony. The hon. 
member went out of his w~ty to gird at the Royal 
Commission on Land Settlement, merely because 
I happmed to make an interjection, nnd because 
I happened to be a member of that commission. 
I tell the hon. member that I do not think he is 
capable of studying the report and the evidence of 
the Land• Commission-(Opposition langhter)­
and giving a practical opinion on the va[ ne of the 
st:ttements it containe. 

Mr. BROWNE: "Lord, gie us a guid conceit o' 
oo1·sels!" 

Mr. BELL : In ability I suppose the hon. 
member is the equal of any man in tnis Chamber, 
but natural ability is not everything. The hon. 
member's experience of life ha~ been gained in cities 
rather than in the country ; and in saying that I 
do not forget those fr,·quent incursions, or ex· 
cnrsions, into the country :nhich the hon. member 
makes on the top of a bicycle. I remember that 
I once followed in the tracks of the hon. mem­
ber's bicycle in the Western country for a con­
siderable number of miles, and I venture to say 
that the hon. member's progress-however much 
it may have enlightened the original darkness of 
his mind-was not, at all events, of a character 
sufficiently illuminating to enable him to pose as 
a condemnatory cri tic uf the report of the Royal 
Commission on Land Settlement. I tell the 
hon. member this-he may believe it or not-he 
may take it or reject it-but I tell him that the 
majority of the recommendations of that com­
roi~sion are to be found in the lii97 Land Act. 

Mr. TiJRLEY : I refer you to the speech of your 
colleague. 

Mr. BELL : With regard to the Mines Com­
mission all I can say is that we have the 
testimony of the hon. member's leader, and the 
testimony of other hon. members, as to the 
value of the Royal Commission. Unlike the 
hon. member I do not possess a universal mind 
which enables me to deal with the various ramifi. 
cations of this colony, and I am not able to say 
a word about the Mines Commission. All I can 
say is that the hon. member's leader claims that 
it has done a great deal of good. I repeat that, 
consci,msly or unconsciously, in the mind of the 
hon. member, whflt is wrong with the Royal 
Commissions of this colony is that he has not 
been on them. Now, sir, with regard to this 
motwn of the hon. member for Bundaberg. I 
should imagine from the way that it has 
been drawn up, a.nd the particnhr directions 
that it cont:tins, the hon. member had very 
little hope when he drew it up of any 
Royal Commission being appointed. I ven­
ture to think that when the hon. member 
drew it up he was rather preparing a document 
which was less intended in his mind to form the 
basis of the investig-ations of a Royal Commission 
than to be a kind of mild manifesto addressed to 
the people living in the rural districts of the 
colony, anrl a kind of remindm· that there was in 
this Chamber a species of guardian angel who 
was watching over their interests. In other 
words, I hold the opinion that thte hon. member 
was guilty of conduct of which hon. members 
in this and other political chambers are fre· 
qnently guilty-that i<, that he WfiS playing to 
the gallery, and to tbe electors of the colony. 
No bon. member with the parliamentary experi­
ence an:J knowledge of affairs of the hon. member 
for Bundaberg would ever ask a Royal Commis­
sion to sit upon and investigate the all-embracing 
subjects that are mentioned in the mntion. It 
would take any competent body who desired to 
carry out those duties in a sincere way years rather 
than months, and they certainly would be outside 
the scope of the functions of any single Hoyal 
Commission, as we know them. Before the sub­
jects that are mentioned in the motion become 
fit subjects for the scrutiny of a Royal Commis· 
sion, we should have the way paved by motions 
in this House, and some indication given that 
there are real grievances existing in regard to 
the various matters that are mentioned in the 
several paragraphs of the mntion. Nothing that 
has yet come before this House w&rrants any 
man in stating conscientiously that any wide­
spread, serious grievance exists as to the general 
state of 3hearing-sh<·ds throughout Queensland. 

Mr. TURLEY: It does exist all the same. 
Mr. BELL: Undoubtedly there are shearing· 

shed• in QuePnsland that are not creditable to 
the men who are responsible for them, and are 
dangerous to the men who inhabit them. 

Mr. TURLEY : They are a perfect disgrace. 
Mr. BELL : I my with confidence that I will 

have a favourable reply from the hon. member 
for Greg-ory when I ask him if it is a true charge 
to make against the pastoralists in the Western 
diotrict that the shearing-sheds and the shearing 
accommodation that they provide are dangerous 
to the health of the shearers during the period 
they hav8 to occupy them? 

Mr. FITZGERALD : Yes. 
Mr. BELL: Speaking broadly, it cannot be 

charged against the pastoralists of this colony as 
a whole that the shearing accommodation they 
provide is insanitary or dangerous to the shearers, 
although I fully admit that there are men who do 
not attain to that standard, and whose conduct 
is consequently highly repre.hensible. In regard 
to the accommodation that is provided for tbe 
employees on sugar plantations, I admit that l 
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do not know very much ; but all I can say is 
that, if there is grave cause for complaint as 
to the accommodation, the hon. members who 
represent sugar districts in this Chamber are 
very much to blame that they have not in a more 
pointed way brought those grievances under the 
notice of the House and of the country. I, at 
all events, have never heard anything which 
leads me to think th:tt it is necess:try to appoint 
a noyal Commission to investig:tte the subject. 

:Mr. CoWLEY: He:tr, hear! There h:tve never 
been any complaints. 

Mr. lVIcDoNALD: Kanakas have died in 
thous:tnds. 

Mr. B.ELL: Although it is not always an 
agreeable thing to do other than attribute the 
highest motives to an hon. member, I am quite 
sure the hon. member for Bundaberg will forgive 
me if I decline to regard him as a disinterested 
patriot in thie motion of his. 

Mr. BROWN.E (Croydon): Animated by the 
lofty feeling that generally animates the hon. 
member for Dalby, the result of a university 
education through being a gentleman of means, 
the hon. member got up-as he usually does in 
nine cases out of ten-to throw out all sorts of 
innuendoes and impute motives to hon. members 
on this side of the House. The hon. member 
first attacked the hon. member for South Bris­
bane by stating that the reason that hon. member 
was against the appointment of Royal Commis­
sions was th:tt he had been omitted from Royal 
Commissions ever since he had been a member of 
the House. Is it not bir then to suppose that 
the very strong advocacy of Roy<tl Commissions by 
the hon. member for Dalby is due to the fact that 
the hon. member is one of those who drew the lot 
from the lucky bag :tnd wae appointed on a Royal 
Commission? So far as the Royal Commission on 
Lands goes, it h:ts been of some advant:tge to 
the House, for we have had many evenings' 
amusement listening to the tales of the members 
of that commission, colleagues of the hon. mem­
ber, about their adventures, and regarding the 
delicacies provided for one member's exclusive use, 
and how someone inside the coach took those deli­
c,,cies when that member was not looking. Then 
the hon. member attributed all sorts of motives 
to the hon. member for Bundaberg, and said 
that he was playing to the gallery, and was doing 
it for electioneering purposes. I have listened 
to many members in this House making speeches 
and playing to the gallery, but I think the hon. 
member for llalby is the best actor in playing to 
the gallery, more especially when it is cnwded 
with !:tdies. (Opposition laughter.) As to the 
charge that this is electionePring, I remember a 
case in which the hon. member took :t course that 
very few members would care to t:tke, and 
differed from the ruling of the Chairman of Com­
mittees, and, animated by the lofty principle 
that had reference to the Dalby dam, was 
going to divide the Committee on that ruling, 
and no doubt would have done so bad he not got 
an assurance from the Premier. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: What has that 
got to do with this motion? 

Mr. BROWN.E: It has nothing to do with 
the motion, but it has something to do with the 
hon. member for Dalby, who has been imputing 
motives to hon. members on this side of the 
House. I wish to point out that an hon. mem­
ber who lives in a glass house-especially in a 
house of very thin glaRs-should be careful how 
he thmws stones, and remember the number of 
stones that may be thrown at his house. With 
regard to this motion, I have always opposed 
the appointment of Royal Commissions. I 
opposed even the Mining Commission, and 
opposed it justly, and I say that the chief result 
of th:tt commission was that there was a division 
of opinion-there was a very strong minority 

report opposing the majority report-and what­
ever value there was in the commission came 
from that fact. 

Mr. J ACKSON : \V e got both sides, at any rate. 
Y1 r. BRO WNE : Yes, we got both sides of the 

case stated. 
:Mr. J. HA1IILTON : The bulk of the recom­

mendations were unanimous. 
Mr. BROvVNE : I remember many yeare ago 

reading the saying of a British statesman to the 
effect that when you are in a difficulty :ts to how 
to shunt a question, and have no other c:trd to 
play, you should appoint a Royal Commission; 
and that seems to be a very gvod idea. Person­
ally, as far as the object of the hon. member fur 
Bundaberg is concerned, I believe he has brought 
forward the motion with the very best motives, 
his desire being to better the condition of the 
people whom it will affect. I do not think he 
has introdU<>od it for electioneering purposes. 
Considering th:tt the higgc'St portion of the men 
referred to are in the vV est, that the vV estern 
electorates are represented by members on this 
side of the House, and that the hon. member does 
not aspire to represent one of those constituen­
cies, I do not see how it can be said that he has an 
electioneering object in view. At the same time 
I agree with the hon. member for South Bris­
bane, Mr. Turley, that one of the best ways to 
remove the evils compl:tined of would be to 
amend the Factories Act, and then extend its 
operation to sheMing.sheds and sugar planta­
tions. With regard to the remarks of the hon. 
member for Bundabetg as to the way in which 
the sleeping accommodation in she:tring-sheds is 
looked after in New Zealand, I would point out 
that th:tt is owing to the fact th:tt she:tring·sheds 
are inclu:led in the Act there. 

Mr. GLASSEY: They have a special Act. 
Mr. BRO\VK.E : Yes, they have a special 

Act, but it is on the same lines as the Factories 
Act. I am very sorry at any time to oppr:se a 
motion of this sort, but at the same time, for the 
reasons I have given, I shall Yote against this 
motion, even though it has been introduced by 
my old friend and colleague, the hon. member 
for Bundaberg . 
. ,. Mr. L.ESIN A ( C/ermont) : I am going to 
oppose this motion broughO forward by the hon. 
member for Bundaherg, not because it is not 
desirable to get the fullest particulars with 
respect to the conditions surrounding the daily 
life of the persons working in wnolsheds, shear­
ing-sheds, boiling-down establishments, meat­
works, on sugar plantations, and in other 
industries of the colony wher·e a large number 
of onr population are employed ; but because 
I do not believe that the best possible way 
of obtaining the information required is by 
the appointment of a Royal Commission. I do 
not believe in Roy:tl Commissions at all. There 
are commissions and cmnmissions; son1e conuni:::~ 
sions have done good, an•l have been instrumental 
in placing in the possession of th<> people of the 
colony accurate information which has been of 
use to them and to legislators in promoting legis­
lation. but there have been other commissions 
which. have not justified their appointment. 
They are very often the result of political 
dodgery, and have been appointed for the pur­
pose of consoling disappointed political followers 
who have not succeedeJ in obtaining a portfolio, 
and have therefore to be placated in some way. 
The work done by such commissions has not 
been well done. The members of the com­
missions have had no heart in the work, 
and they have not justified their appointment. 
Such commissions are a waste of public time :tnd 
public money, and merely defer legislation which, 
perhaps, is urgently required, and, instf'ad of 
assisting it forward, assist in keeping it back. 
I believe it is possible to alter the condition~ 
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surrounding the daily life of the shearers, rouse. 
a bouts, workers on plantations, workers in meat. 
works and boiling-down establishments, and the 
workers in all those grooves in those industries 
which now form so great a part of the work of 
Queensland, by applying the provisions of the 
:Factories Act, or an amended :Factories Act, to 
it. I was in Bundaberg some time ago, and 
visited a sugar-works there in company 
with the hon. member for Bundaberg aud 
sel'eral other gentlemen who were in the dis­
trict at the time. We noticed the conditions 
under which many of the men were working in 
that mill. In the upper gallery there was a 
large number of men working; at' the door, look­
ing in at them, they appeared like phantoms 
moving about in the thick smoke or steam that 
filled the atmosphere. They were barely visible 
at times. Some were stripped absolutely bare, 
except for a small loin-cloth. Th!l heat was 
intense, probably not as intense as it is in some 
of the mines on Charters Towers in the height of 
summer, but still intense enough to make it 
desirable that the best possible means should be 
adopted to ventilate the building. I believe that 
the extension of the provisions of the Factories 
Act to that mill would have a good result to the 
men employed in it, which would result again in 
increased energy being put forth by the men and 
in increased results to the employers of the men. 
Then, again, there are meatworks, where men 
work on the premises and sleep on the premises, 
where the accommodation is not altogether too 
good-not as good, at all events, as it might be ; 
not as good as it can be made by humane legisla­
tion, or as good as it i" in the sister colony of New 
Zealand. That, I believe, can be remedied by the 
extension of the provisions of an amended and 
extended Factories Act. There are, as hon. mem­
bers representing Western constituences in this 
Chamber are aware, shearing-sheds in the colony 
which are models-sheds that possess excellent 
accommodation for the shearers engaged during 
the wool season; where the sanitary arrange­
ments are as good as it is possible to make them ; 
where nearly all the conditions have been made 
as humane as possible by a humane manager; 
where they have already added-in some in­
stances-libraries so that the men may improve 
their minds. ThPse libraries are stocked with 
valuable works of all classes and descriptions. A 
shearing-shed like that should be a model for 
shearing-sheds right throughout the colony. On 
the other hand, there are sheds where the men 
have to use the water brought from a dam that 
comes throngh a wool scour ; •heds were men 
live under conditions that savages would not 
live under for any length of time-where 
they could not live and maintain their 
health. It is the same in New South Wales and 
Victoria. I will not detain the House more 
than two minutes. I may say that some time 
a>o a deputation waited on Mr. Rogue, the late 
Minister for Labour in New South 'Wales, and 
placed under his notice such a collection of facts 
nealing with the conditions surrounding the daily 
a vocations of shearers and shed hands generally 
-rouseabouts and station hands generally-both 
permanent and casual, in the New South Wales 
western districts, that induced Mr. Hogue to 
remark that he did not think such an extra­
ordinary state of affairs could have existed for 
so long a time and not have attention drawn to 
it. He promised that legislation dealing with 
the matter should be introduced next session. I 
saw Mr. Rogue, and he promised tosendmeacopy 
of the Bill which it was the intention of his 
Government to introduce; but the Government 
were defeated, and, of course, the thing went no 
further. There is an urgent necessity in this 
colony, as there is in the other colonies, for the 
conditions which surround the daily life of 

permanent station hands to be improved. We 
might do it without a Royal Commission con. 
sisting of political appointees, who will scour the 
colony from one end to the other at great public 
expense, and great expense of time, for the pur­
pose of gathering information now in the posses­
sion of member• of this Assemblv. Therefore I 
say that is not the right way to bring about the 
reforms of which the hon. m em her for Bundaberg 
is so earnestly desirous, but of which he is no 
more earnestly desirous than other hon. members 
on thio side of the House, and, I believe, hon. 
members on the other side. What I suggest is 
that next session an Amending Act should be 
introduced by the Government to apply the pro­
visions of the Factories Act to stations, meat. 
works, sugar-mills, and such other places through­
out the colony that employ large numbers of 
men, either permanently or casually, the whole 
year round, and who have to work under con­
ditions that are injurious to their general health 
and injurious to them both morally and physi­
cally. 

Mr. :FITZGERALD (Mitchell): I did not 
intend to speak on this question until the hon. 
member for Clermont got up and suggested a 
way out of the difficulty would be to bring in 
an amended Factories Act. I just want to point 
out as a fact that, according to the present 
J<'actories Act, sheariug-sherls are excluded. 
Suppose they are included, it would come to 
exactly the same thing. At present at Long­
reach, Clermont, and other Western districts 
the Act does not apply, and the hon. member 
knows that perfectly well. 

Mr. LESINA: I know it does not. 
Mr. l!'ITZGERALD: It all depends on the 

Governor in Council whether he will apply that 
Act to Longreach, Clermont, Rockhampton, or 
Brisbane. 

Mr. LESINA : If the Government are 
sympathetic they will. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: The most sympathetic 
Government in the world will not apply the 
Factories Act to these places, where stations are 
fifty miles apart. That is the difliculty I want 
to point out to tht> hon. gentleman ; but he can­
not see that even if the Act did apply to shearing­
sheds the Home Secretary for the time being, 
whoever he might be-whether he was from this 
side of the House or the other-could not possibly 
apply the workings of the Act to the whole of 
the districts there. 

Mr. LESINA: They do it in New Zealand. 
Mr. :FITZG ERALD : Just so; but there they 

have special legislation. That special legislation 
does not come under the :Factories Act at all. 

Mr. LESINA: Let us have that Act. 
Mr. :FITZGERALD: The hon. gentleman is 

opposing the hon. member for Bundaberg's 
motion. 

Mr. GLASSEY: On personal grounds. 
Mr. :FITZGERALD : I do not know whether 

it is personal or not. 
Mr. GLASSEY : Purely personal. 
Mr. :FITZGERALD : I do not know. He 

ought to support it. 
Mr. GLASSEY: He is opposing it on purely 

personal grounds, as I can Rhow. 
Mr. :FITZGERALD: I think every member 

on th1s side oug-ht to vote for the motion. 
Mr. PLUNKETT (Albm·t): I cannot see my 

way-
HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : It is 6 o'clock. 
Mr. COWLEY: We want a division. 
Mr. HARDACRE: You will not get a vote if 

you go on. 
Mr. PLUNKET'r: Very well. 
Mr. McDONALD (Flinders): As I under­

stand, we have suspended the Standing Orders, 
and the debate will come on after tea. 
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Mr. DAWSON: There is no private members' 
day. 

Mr. CowLEY : The Sessional Orders do not 
affect this. 

Mr. McDONALD: It affects this motion as 
well as any other motion on the paper. This is 
not Thursday, and this matter is coming on ju•t 
the same as if it was Government business. The 
Government have actually given up Government 
time. 

The HOIIIE SECRETARY: All the afternoon. 
Mr. McDONALD: What right has the Go­

vernment to limit it? I maintain that this motion 
is one which ought to be discuesed thoroughly, 
because it affects a very large portion of the colony. 
It was not my intention to speak on this matter 

at all, but for the position taken np 
(7 p.m.] by the hon. member for Albert, who 

was under the impression that it 
could not be dealt with after 6 o'clock. How­
ever, I may say there is not the slightest doubt 
that in this motion there are many matters 
mentioned that want inquiring into, especia:Ily 
with regard to the sanitary conditions of shearing­
sheds and men's huts in the \Vest. While 
admitting that in a great number of case", 
particularly since the unions were established in 
the Western part of Queensland, the conditions 
under which men have to live generally are much 
better than they were prior to the existence of 
those unions, still there is great room for 
improvement in many cases. There are many 
shearing-sheds which are fairly up to date, but 
it is not solely in the sheds where the men 
work that the conditions want to be altered. The 
sanitary and other arrangements of the places 
where they are compelled to live also want look­
ing after. It is no use ignoring the fact that, 
year by year, quite a nHmber of serious typhoid 
cases come from those places, and in the interests 
of the community generally those men ought to 
be protected. Then, again, there is the question 
of rations. Only a short time ago there was a 
very important case concerning rations supplied 
to the men. It was complained that the food 
was not fit for human consumption, and the 
employers immeniately st[;rted to discharge the 
men, and it resulted in a lawsuit, which put the 
men to a cons;derable amount of trouble, though 
ultimately the employers were compelled to give 
way owing to the case having gone against 
them. If it was necessary, I could quote 
quite a number of cases where food not 
fit for human consumption has been supplied 
to men, and of the insanitary conditions 
under which they have to live and work. Still, 
I do not want anybody to understand that I 
think that is the general condition of the men 
in the Western part of Queensland. 'While I 
recognise that there are a number of places 
where the conditions are fairly good, I am com­
pelled to admit that there are a large number of 
other places where men are housed ann have to 
live unde'r conrlitions which ought not to be 
tolerated. On those matters, by the appoint­
ment of a Royal Commission, a good deal of 
valuable information could be obtained. 
'* Mr. McDONNELL (Fm·titude Valley): I 
believe the appointment of such a commis•ion as 
this would do a lot of good. Some persons are 
of opinion that many of the complaints that have 
been made, particularly with reference to the 
Western shearing-sheds, could be dealt with by 
the extension of the Factories Act to those 
places. I bdieve the same thing, although I 
know there is a difference d opinion on the 
subject. A Royal CommiHsion could see fof 
tbemselvPs the condition of those pbces, and 
their inquiries and recommendations might have 
the effect of impressing upon the Government the 
absolute necessity of extending the Act in that 
dir~gtio~. f'4e ;am~? thing may be said about 

sugar factories. The Government, and particu­
larly the Home Secretary, are very much to 
blame for not having, up to the present time, 
extended the provisions of the Act to sugar 
refineries a little outside districts where the Act 
is at present in operation. It has been stated by 
some hon. members that Royal Commissions are 
practically useless. I do not hold that view. 
Some of the Royal Commissions we have had in 
the colony have resulted in a great deal of good. 
J!'or instance, here is the Royal Commission 
sitting within the la't few months in Brisbane 
inquiring into the state of the Police Force. 
That Royal Commission, in my opinion, did its 
duty well, and has placed before the people of 
Queensland a lot of most valuable information ; 
and when its recommendations are carried out, 
as I hope they will be, they will result in a vast 
improvement in our present Police ]'orce. 
\Ve have also had a Royal Commission in­
quiring into the working of the Government 
Printing Office, and a number of hon. 
members on this side are undoubtedly of 
opinion that that commission has also done a 
great amount of good, and that it was abso­
lutely necessary that that commi~<sion should 
have been appointed in order to reorganise the 
establishment on better lines than those on which 
it has been worked hitherto. Other Royal 
Commissions have de11lt with other important 
matters from time to time, and I think this pro­
posed Royal Commission will also justify itself. 
In the other colonie", particularly in Victoria, 
some of the best legislation in existence in those 
colonie• has been brought about by the appoint­
ment of Royal Commissbns which have gathered 
important information upon which Acts of 
Parliament have been based which have had a• 
most beneficial effect. I refer more especially 
to the present Victorian Factories Act. That 
was mainly brought about by the startling 
information gathered by the Royal Commis­
sion appointed to inquire into the conditions 
under which persons engaged in factories and 
shops had to work in that colony. I hor•e 
hon. members will support this motion. Though 
I believe it might have been condensed to 
a certain extent, I think every matter men­
tioned in this motion deserves full inquiry. If 
we have a Royal Commission, I hope it will be a 
commission of practical men, who understand 
the question. They will, during the recess, be 
able to travel and see things for themselves, and 
when we come down here next se"sion the 
Government will have a mass of information 
at their hands upon which to bring forward 
legislation, which I hope will have the effect 
of realising what the hon. member for Bunda­
berg wishes to bring about by this motion. I 
wish to say that I shall vote for the motion, 
and heartily support it. 

Mr. DUNSJ!'ORD (Charters Towers): We 
always find that when bon. members objfct 
to the principle contained in a motion such as 
this, or to the object sought to be attained 
by it, they object particularly to the wording 
of the motion, That is generally the excuse 
of hon. members for not voting in favour of 
it. They com!Jlain that the motion contains 
too much, or that it does not contain sufficient; 
that it enters too much into particulars, or is too 
vague altogether in its idea. Thus, we had the 
Premier otating that he agreed to a part of 
the motion, yet, because it did not generalise, 
but entered too much into parLiculars and 
was too much like an instruction to the 
commission, he objected to it and is prepared to 
vote against it. It is very clear to me that the 
object sought to be att.ained by this motion is a 
good object. We have had frequent complaints in 
Queensland about the class called "nomads," 
~tnd termed by one memoer of this House, I 
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think, "the dingoes of the \Vest." \Ve have 
been told that it is not good that these people 
should remain in their present condition, wander­
ing about here and there, and searching, vainly 
sometimes, for the means of a livelihood. We 
know that it does not tend generally to the 
improvement of the human family to have a 
class of people of this kind in our midst. 
The hon. member who has brought this motion 
before the House seeks to improve the condition 
of these people, and be goes about it in the most 
practical way. He says there should be a Royal 
Commission to inquire as to what land laws we 
should have or in what wo,y those we have should 
be amended in order to permanently settle these 
people on the land. Certainly, hon. members of 
this House can agree to that. No harm can 
come of it, but it means more revenue for the 
State ao well as an improvement in the social 
condition of this class of men. 

The SECRETARY ]'OR RAILWAYS: And probably 
the ruin of employers. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: "The ruin of employers"! 
Does the Secretary for Railways advocate the 
continuance of a class of nomads? Does he 
think it is necess"ry for the employers' interests 
that there should be a class of men wandering 
about, working only a portion of their time, and 
the rest of their time "humping bluey" and 
c<>mping in the beds of creeks? Does he advo­
cate a continuance of such a state of things? I 
think not. I think that upon calmer and 
closer consideration of the question he will 
see the very great evil of the existence of 
such a state of things. The very fact of 
closer settlement being brought about in the 
districts wbere the employers of these meu now 
are would be a great good to the employers, 
because they would have a continuous supply of 
reliable-of course, we have alw:1.ys heard that 
nomads are not reliable-it would be a great 
advantage to the employers to have settled in 
their districts a cl•ss of reliahle labourers 
willing to work. This would assist in establish­
ing the close settlement upon the soil of a 
class of people who would not only be able to 
till thtir own few acres of land or enter iuto tbe 
pastoral industry in a comparatively small way, 
but would be in a position, when labour was 
called for, to give their labour for a fair wage, 
and the employer would no longer have to seek 
vainly for the labour he wishes to employ. The 
hon. member for Bundaberg goes further than 
that-into the necessity for improving the social 
conditi<m" of the people. He points to the hard 
fact that at present for a large portior. of their 
time these people are camped in the beds of 
rivers and creeks, on the plains, and under the 
canopy of Heaven. Talk about gomg on the 
land ! They sleep upon the land. They have 
no feather beds. The hon. member wants 
to better their condition, and he says that, 
instead of inducing them to knock down 
their cheques at the nearest "pub" on the 
poison which we know is swallowed largely by 
these people out \Vest, we should provide means 
to give these people comfortable homes. This, 
surely, is within the range of practical politics, 
and could be done ! Look at what is being done 
in Great Britain at the present time! They are 
taking hold of this CJUe,tion ; and if you go into 
the slums of any of the great cities you will find 
that the municipal authorities, who are in vested 
now not only with administrative but almost 
with legislative fnnctions, are building homes 
for the unem]•loyed. They are going down 
to the bedrock of the lives of the people, 
trying to better their condition, and to ma.ke 
their lives l~ss hopeleos. They are putting 
these people into a position to assist themselves, 
and that is what the hon. member for Bunda­
berg wants to do. Is he pot deserving of all 

praise? Is not his motion worthy of considera­
tion and full discnssion ? I think it is. \Vhen 
we have soldier~ to shoot other people for us we 
look after their welfare, and we pnt our hands 
into our pockets to provide means to secure the 
welfare of their families. But the soldiers of 
industry-we have it now from the Secretary for 
Railways-are not even worthy of the calm 
considerat.ion of the members of this House. 
"\Vhat will the employers do," says the 
hon. member, "if we provide homes and reason­
able comfort for these soldiers of industry?" It 
is about time this legislature followed the good 
example set us by Great Britain, and tried 
to better the condition of our soldiers of indust.ry. 
We can do it in this way. Here is a practical 
means offered, and we should accept it right 
away. I do not wish to make a long speeeh, 
but this House should, if possible, enter into the 
condition of these people. Let us for a moment 
consider ourselves in their place. Is it not a 
crying shame that hoary-headed old men who 
have given all their lives to labour should be 
walking around seeking a billet that always 
seems ahead of them, and which they appear 
never to be able to overtake ? Is it not 
a shame that when one of these men has 
got his billet and has received his cheque, 
he should be almost compelled-we know the 
weakness of mankind-by his environment and 
circumstances, to knock down that cheque upon 
poison, because no means are provided by which 
he could go into some home? We have sailors' 
homes and homes of different kinds, and why 
should not homes be provided for these people? 
\Vith the hon. member for Bundaberg, I will do 
anything I can to better the condition of this 
class of people, and I will certainly vote for the 
motion. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON (Gregory): I may say 
that I think the hon. member for Bundaberg 
has introduced this motion with a good motive­
with a motive which will command the respect 
of ban. members on this side of the Honsfl; but 
I do not think there is any necessity for a Royal 
Commission to inquire into the questions 
embodied in the resolution. As far as the 
station employees, shearers, and others out 
West are concerned, I think if the Government 
want to do anything, they have quite sufficient 
information without the apjJointment of a Royal 
Commission. I have had as large experience of 
shearing·sheds as a.ny member going, or any 
witnes; who could he before a Royal Commis­
sion ; and as far as sanitation aml accommo­
dation in the sheds and huts are concerned, 
an amendment of the Factories Act will meet 
all requirements in this direction. I wish to 
give credit where credit is due; and while no 
doubt the men themselves have done a great 
deal to improve their position by forming unions, 
the Government have also done something in 
this way. 'l'here has been a great improvement 
in tbe accommodation in shearing'-sheds on 
many stations; but there are other stations 
where the accommodation will alwayu remain 
the same until the a1m of the law forces the 
owners to make some improvement. 

The SEORE'l'ARY ~'OR RAILWAYS: The arm of 
the law cannot compe 1 them unless there is 
the wherewithal to do it. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON : My remarks do not 
apply to all station-owners. Many station-owners 
have made genuine eff,'l'tsin the directinn I refer to. 
With regard to the settling of shearers, rouse­
abonts, and others on the land, I do not think any 
Rnval Commission would know how to do that. I 
know the condition of most of these men, as I 
was one of them for many years, and I know it 
takes them all their time to tide over from one 
season to the next, and keep themselves. They 
have neither the time 110r the means to take up 
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land. How could you inaugurate a method to pro· 
vide the means fur this? Of course, it would be a 
great benefit if some means could be dP.vised of 
settling these men on the land. Hundreds of 
them would be only too glad to do so if some 
means were prodded, but such means have not 
been provided. Clause 3 says-

The sleeping, cooking, and dining accommodation 
provided for shea.rers, rouse:tbouts, and other persons 
employed on stations and sugar phtntations. 
In this way I believe the extension of the 
J<'actories Act would apply. The hon. member 
for Dalby raised his ire when the matter of 
stations was bein~ discussed, but, as a rule, 
stations owned by mdividuals have much better 
aceommodation than stations owned by large 
syndicates and rich companies. On one station 
owned by the Darling Downs Pastoral Companl;', 
in which I believe the hon. member or h1s 
family are interested-Vif estlands-the accom­
modation is simply scandalous; the hon. member 
for Barcoo can bear me out in that. 

Mr. KERR: Yes. 
Mr. W. HAMILTON: The accommodation 

there is not fit for pigs, and only the strong arm of 
the law can compel the owners to make better 
accommodation. Clause 5 reads-

The means (if any) now provided for mental improvew 
ment and recreation of persons employed on stations 
and sugar plantations, especially where a considerable 
number of white men are usually employed. 
I will give the Government credit for this: 
That they have done and are doing a good 
deal by establishing libra,ries on stations. The 
men themselves subscribe for this and the Go­
vernment give 10s. for eYery £1 snbscribed. 
Many station-owners haw, fallen in with the men 
in this matter, and they have erected reading­
rooms, which are much appreciated. One such 
library has been established in my own electorate, 
which is near the border of South Australia. 
I went to the Education Department, and I had 
no trouble in getting the 10s. in the £1, and I give 
the Government credit for what they have done in 
this direction. It is not right to expect the 
Government to do everything. If the men like 
to pnt their hands in their pockets and assist 
themselves, and the Government assist them 
with 10s. in the £1, I think the Government are 
doing a very fair thing. I am going to oppose 
the motion, because I think a Royal Commission 
is unnecessary. All the ends aimed at can be 
gained by the extension of a certain Act of Par­
liament. 

Question-[ilir. Glassey's motion]-put; and 
the House divided :-

AYJ<~s, 26. 
Messrs. Dawson, Glassey, Kidston, Givens, Rutledge, 

J. Hamilton, Lf'ahy, McDoY!nell. McDonald, Stewart, 
Dibley, Camp bell, Petrie, Mackintosh, Jenkinson, Boles. 
J!,orsyth, T. B. Cribb, Smith, Finney. Callan, Jackson, 
G. Thorn, Kerr, Ryland, and Dunsford. 

NOES, 17. 
Messrs. Philp, Dalrymple, i\furray, Chataway, Cowley, 

Lesina, Grimes, Stodart, Lord, Stephenson, Turley, 
Bridges, ::llaxwell, Story, llell, To >th, and W. Hamilton. 

Question resohed in the affirmative. 

GRATUITY TO MRS. GILL. 
Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay): I would ask 

permission, owing to the regrettable 
[7'30 p.m.] circumstance of the illness of Mr. 

Groom, to move the motion stand­
ing in his name. 

The SPEAKER: I would point ont to the 
hon. member that the course he proposes to 
follow is opposed to the practice of the House. 
The rule is that a Minister may move a motion 
which appears on the business-paper in the name 
of one of his colleagues ; but, with that excep­
tion, and one or two others of a strictly limited 
application, it is the rnle that a motion standing 
on t4e business-paper cal'! only be moved by the 

member in whose name it appears. There are, 
as hon. members are aware, peculiar circum­
stances in the present case, since the absenc" of 
the hon. member for Drayton and Toowooml1a is 
due to illness. The hon. member for Wide Bay 
asks permi•sion to move the motion standing in 
the name of the hon. member, Mr. Groom. The 
matter is one for the determination of the House. 
If the House takes the responsibility of depart­
ing from the rule, I can only express the hope 
that this case will not be made a precedent. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYIIIPLE: It will be, though. 
The SPEAKER: Am I to understand that 

it is the will of the House that the hon. member 
should proceed ? 

HONOURABLE MEii!BERS : Hear, hear! 
Mr. JENKINSON, in moving-
That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself 

into a committee of the whole to consider the following 
resolution:-

That an Address he pre,ented to the Lieutenant­
Governor, praying that His Excellency will be pleased 
to cause to be placed upon the Supplementary Estimates 
of 1899-1900 the sum of £1,000, as a gratuity to the 
widow of the late Crown Solicitor, James Ho ward Gill-
said : In the first place, on behalf of the hon. 
member for Dmyton and Toowoomba, in whose 
name this motion stan<is, I must express my 
thanks for the courtesy accorded to me by mem­
bers of this House in affording an opportunity 
for moving the motion. I thiuk that the circum­
stances in connection with the work performed 
by Mr. Gill are pretty well known to every 
member of this House. Some years ago :Slr. 
Gill was appointed to the position of Crown 
Solicitor at a salary of £1,000 a year. He was then 
practising in Ipswich as a sulicitor, his income 
then being about £1,300 a year. He accepted the 
position on account of the honour attached to it, 
but during the retrenchment of 1803 he suffered 
more than any other Civil servant, inas­
tnuch as his salary was reduced from £1,000 to 
£600 at one fell swoop, and from that £600 was 
deducted the 10 per cent. which was deducted 
from the salaries of all other Ci vi! servants, 
leaving him £540 a year. That meant a loss of 
£460 on the salary that was promised to him by 
the Government when the position was offered to 
him. I do not intend to detain the House very 
long over this matter, because I am anxious to 
proceed to a vote upon it. Altogether Mr. Gill, 
at the time of his regrettable death, was 
ont of pocket, through the Government not 
paying him the salary they stipulated, of no 
less a sum than £2,000; and even supposing 
his salary bad been the amount paid to 
the present Crown Solicitor-£800 a year­
he still would have been at a loss of over 
£1,000. I therefore think the amount asked to 
be given as a gratuity to assiEt his widow and 
children, who have been left in destitute circum­
stances, is under the circumstances a modest one. 
During the discusBion of the Estimates of the 
Department of Justice we heard that Mr. Gill 
had been a faithful servant of the Crown, that he 
had done excellent work in connection with his 
department, and that he had reduced the expenses 
attachable to the Crown Solicitor's d~partment 
to a very large extent. We know also that the 
salary that is paid for similar work in the other 
colonies is considerably larger than that paid to Mr. 
Gill, although his work in this colony is equally 
important as the work carried on in the Crown 
Solicitor's departments in the other colonies. 
Had it not been for the application and ability 
shown by Mr. Gill, Queensland might, in many 
instanceg, have been cast in heavy damages in 
connection with law cases. I think this motion 
will appeal to all hon. members. It is acknow· 
!edging that Mrs. Gill has no leg:tl claim on the 
colony, yet, at the same time, she has a moral 
claim, inaomuch M Mr. Gill, thinking that his 
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salary was to be a permanent one, entered into 
obligations which it was incumbent upon him as 
an honourable man to fulfil, and that is the 
reason why the appeal is being made for the 
granting of this gratuity. The obligations thus 
CMt upon him, and which remain to the present 
as a burden on the family, have reduced them to 
such an extent that they are not able to meet 
them. I think, under the circumstances, that 
the House can, as a moral obligation, grant a 
very mndest sum for the widow and the children 
of the late Crown Solicitor, and I have much 
pleasure in moving the motion standing in the 
name of the hon. member for Toowoomba, Mr. 
Groom. 

Mr. COWLEY (Bet·bert) : J would remind the 
hon. member that he has read only the first part 
of the motion, and it is utterly impossible for 
the House to deal with the motion unleos it is 
moved. I therefore rise to a point of order as to 
whether it is not absolutely necessary for the 
hon. member to move the motion in its entirety. 

The SPEAKER: I understood the hon. mem­
ber to do so. I assume that if he did not do so 
he will do so now. 

Mr. Jl<JNKINSON : I was under the impres­
sion that I had done so, and I beg to apologise. 
I beg to move therefore-

That the House will, at its nex~ sitting, resolve itself 
into a Committee o! the Whole to con•ider the follow­
ing resolution:-

That an Address be presented to the Lieutenant­
Governor, praying that His Excellency will be pleased 
to en use to be placed upon the Strpplementary Estimates 
o! 18:19-1900 the sum or £1.000, as a gratuity to the 
widow of the late Crown Solicitor, James Howard Gill. 

The PREMIER (Hon. R.. Philp, Townsville): 
I must admit that there are exceptional circum­
stances connected with the late Mr. Gill. I 
understand that he was em;>~ged by a past Go­
vernment at a salary of £1,000 a year, and that 
he gave up his practice in Ipswich, where he was 
making a much larger sum. Through the re­
trenchmP.nt, unfortunately, we had to cut down 
salaries, and Mr. Gill had £400 a year taken off 
and 10 per cent. taken off what was left to him. 
The Government, when times got better, raised 
the salary again to £800 a year, but unfortu­
nately Mr. Gill's death took place, and he never 
enjoyed the largPr salary. It was only this year 
that we put £800on the Estimates for the Crown 
Solicitor, ann Mr. Gill died shortly after.wards. 
If this sum is reduced frnm £1,000 to £800-
which is one year's salary at the present rate-! 
shall not oppose the motion. 

Mr. McDON ALD (Flinders): I am rather 
surprised to hear that the Government are going 
to accept this motion. I remember occasions 
within the last few years when sums of only £100 
were asked for unfortunate widows whose 
husbands lost their lives in the service of the State. 
The Government strenuously opposed those 
motions, and would not allow them to be granted. 
Now, it comes upon me as a strange thing that 
whenever it is a case of a highly paid Ci dl servant 
people have only to come to this House and it is 
the easi<'"t thing in the world to get assistance; 
but the unfortunate widow whose hu•band was 
merely a hard working n1an in the service of the 
State, with very low salary, has to make 
her way in the world the best way she can. 
I think it is time we should have the line 
drawn a' to where this matter is going to end. 
I think it is about time, if this sort of thing is 
to be allowed to go on, that we should go in for 
old age pemions, e"nd that everybody should be 
treated on an equality. Under the present hap­
hazard system it i~ only thosG who are in favonr 
with ·a numher of members of the House that 
can get anything. If pAnple are not able to pull 
the wires and have no influence, they get nothing. 
J?rol;lably before the se&siqn is finished there will 

be other matters of a similar nature, and what 
are we going to do then ? Is there to be a batch 
of similar applications made on behalf of the 
relatives of other highly paid servants of the 
St.ate or other persons who have been ill-treated 
for gratuities of this kind ? It was only the 
other day that I was approached in connection 
with a case of this kind, and I refused tu have 
anything to do with the matter. I think 
that if these motions are going to be brought 
down, and the Government are going to lend 
an ear to them, there is going to be no 
end to the applications that will be made, and 
I am sorry that the Government should have 
taken this matter up. There is another case 
existing where £1,000 was paid to a certain indi­
vidual, and one time when there was a motion 
likely to be carried in the House stopping the 
amount received by that gentleman it was then 
given out that he was dying, that he could only 
live another two or three days, and that it might 
be allowed to pass. The feeling of sympathy 
caught on with hon. members, and the motion 
was withdrawn. That was about four or fi,e 
years ago, and the amount has been drawn con­
tinuously ever since. I think this is not fair. If 
we are going to treat Civil servants like this, as 
has been stated over and over again in this House, 
I think the best thing the Government can do is 
to come down with an old age pension scheme; 
and in the case of Civil servants, at any rate, there 
should be a system of State life assurance which 
they should have an opportunity of joining on 
the best possible terms, and, if they do not like 
to make proviRion for themselves when the 
opportunity is afforded, let them take the con­
sequences, 

Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South) : I do not 
think it is worth while wasting time over this 
motion at the present time. This is merely a 
motion to go into committee, and when we are 
in committee those hon. members who do not 
approve of the motion can state their reasons, 
and vote a1<ainst it if they like. 

Mr. McDONALD : Why not deal with it now 
and have done with it? 

Question put; and the House divided :-
AYEs, 37. 

Messrs. Philp, Rutledgc, Dalrymple, O'Connell, Bell, 
l\:1urray, Glassey, Finney, Cowley, Macdonald-Paterson, 
G. Thorn, Dickson, rr. B. Cribb, Plunkett, Leahy, Callan, 
Smith, Kids ton, Fitzgerald, Forsyth, J enkinson, Tooth, 
Forrest, Mackintosh, Stephen~, Ryland, Petrie, Turley, 
Campbell, Stephenson. Stodart, Annear, Lord, ~tory, 
Grimes, J. Hamilton, and Givens. 

NOES, 10. 
Messrs. Stewart, Lesina, V\". Hamilton, Maxwell, Kt::rr, 

Bridges, Boles, Dunsford, McDonald, and :UcDonnell. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

INQUIRY INTO CONDUCT OF MR. 
CHESTER. 

Mr. LESINA (Gle1·nwnt), in moving-
That there be laid on the table of the House copies of 

all the papers and correspor.dence between the Home 
Secretary's Department and the Clermont Progress 
Association, and all other persons and institutions, 
with reference to the necessity for holding an official 
inquiry into the conduct of Mr. Chester, warden aud 
police magistrate at Clermont-
said: I merely content myself with moving this 
motion as it stands. There is no necessity to 
make a speech. I simply submit it to the 
House. 

Question put and passed. 

MOUNT MORGAN GAS, ETc., BILL. 
RECOMMITTAL. 

[8 p.m.] Clauses 1 to 12, inclusive, put and 
passed. 

Clause 13 passed with a verbal amendment. 
Clauses 14 to ·13, inclusive, and preamble put 

and p&ssed. 
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The Honse resumed; the CHAIRMAN reported 
the Bill with an amendment, and the third read­
ing of the Biil was made an Order of the Day for 
to-morrow. 

ENTERTAINMENT OF VISITORS. 
On the Order of the Day for the re>;nmption of 

the adjourned debate on Mr. Lesina's motion-
That there be laid upon the table of the House a full 

and detailed account of the various disbursements con­
neuted with the entertainment of vis1tc.rs during the 
twelve months commencing 1st July, 1898, and e11ding 
30th June, 1899. 

Question put; and the House divided:­
Ans, 18. 

::lfessrs. Lesina, Stewart, :VlcDonnell, :\lcDonald, Boles, 
Tnrley, .F1itzgerald, '\V. Hamilton, Jenldnson, "J.Iaxwell, 
Dibley, Kidston, Jackson, Givens, Kerr, Ha.rdacre, 
Dm>slord, and Ryland. 

NOES, 28. 
:Messrs. Philp, Chataway, Rutledge, Dickson, J\:Iurray, 

O'Connell, J. Hamilton, Callan, Cowley, Dalrympl<•, 
Leahy, T. B. Cribb, Glassey, Campbell, I,or•i. ~mith, 
Stephenson, Forsyth, -.:ackintosh, Forrest, Tooth, Petrie, 
]'inney, Annea.r, Bridges, Story, Stodart, and Grimcs. 

Question resolved in the negative. 

LEGITIMATION BILL. 
SECOND READING. 

Mr .• JENKINSON (Wide Bap): I rise with a 
certain amount of diffidPnce to move the second 
reading of this Bill. It is a measure which has 
passed through the mill in the other Chamber, 
and is now submitted to this Chamb··r for its 
approval. I feel sure the provisions of the Bill 
will commend thP.mselves to every member of 
this House. That they are reasonable, just, and 
humane, I firmly believe; and besides it is"a law 
that has heen hadly wanted in this colony. 
There is nothing new about it. It is in force in 
many of the other colonies. I would like to 
point out that the Hon. Mr. Macpherson, who 
introduced the Bill in another place, sub· 
mitted it to the Chief Justice, who was dis­
tinctly in favour of it and approved it. It 
is drafted on the lines of the Bill that passed 
the Assembly in New Zealand, although it 
appears befure this Chamber in a slightly altered 
form, and, to my mind, in better languoge. 
It is common law at the present time. Similar 
measures to this have been placed on the statute­
books in France, Spain, Portugal, Germany, 
Holland, Jersey, Guern,ey, St. Lucia, Trinidad, 
Demarara, Berbice, the C'lpe of Good Hope, 
Ceylon, Mauritius, Lower Canada, and also in 
the States of Vermont, Maryland, Virginia, 
Idaho, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Ken­
tucky, Missouri, Montana, Ohio, Illinois, and 
Mas~achusetts. It has been the law in Scotland 
for many year~ ; it. is so, also, in many parts of the 
continent of Europe. Since 1894 it has been the 
law of New Zealand, and last year it was 
successfully piloted through the Houses of 
Parliament in South Austmlia. The principal 
item in the Bill is contained in clause 3, which 
provides that-

Any child born before the marriage of his or her 
-parents (rt.nd whether before or after the passing of this 
Act). whose parents have intermarried, or shall hereafter 
intermarry. shall be deemed on the registration of ~nch 
child as hereinafter providefl to have heen legitimated 
by such marriage frmn birth, and shall be entitled to 
all the rights of a child born in wedlock. 
\Ve know that unfortunately many women 
become mothers through ignorance, anrl som<. 
times they are led astray ; and to my mind it 
appears almost inhuman tha L, if the father and 
the mother subsequently agree to marry, their 
child should be deprived of the rights he or she 
would otherwise have, had it been born in 
wedlock. This Bill provides for the legitimation 
of such children as that. I understand there is 
a lot of other business on the paper which hon. 
members are anxious to get at; therefore, 
although I am particularly anxious to speak 

1899-4 y* 

further on this matter, I shall curtail my remarks, 
so that we may have an opportunity of getting 
into committee to discuss it. I have much 
plea.sure in moving the second re;,ding of this 
Bill. 

Mr. l!'ITZGERALD (Afitchell): I do not wish 
to prolong the debate on this Bill. I thoroughly 
agree with its main principle, and I think the 
House will ;,!so. But I wish to draw attention 
to clau"e 6, in which a very important question 
of principle crops up. That clause provides 
that-

K othing in this Act shall have the effect o! legitimat­
ing any child if at the time of the birth of such child 
there existed any legal impediment to the inter­
marriage of the parents of such child. 
Personally I would rather see that clause wiped 
out altogether. \Vhy, because at the time a 
child is born, there happens to be some legal 
impediment to the marriage of the parents, 
although they marry in after years-why should 
not that child be legitimised when other children 
can? I should like to hear some argument on 
th:tt point. It is our experience almost every 
day, especially in the \Vestern districts, to find 
that a woman has been deserted by her husband 
-be has cleared out from her to New Zealand or 
e!Hewhere, and nothing more is heard about him. 
The wife cannot prove more than desertion, and 
consequently ~he cannot get a divorce. Some 
other man comes along, enters into an alliance 
with her, aces as a real parent to her children, 
and is a good husb>md to her, although they 
cannot go through the legal formality of 
marriage. Perhaps years afterwards the· man 
in New Zealand may die. There are children 
born of the combination, if I may call it so, of 
two persons who could not before legally marry. 
'l'he parents get married, but those children can 
never be legitimised on account of this clause 6. 

Mr. JENKINSON: It is one of the safeguards of 
the Bill. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: I wish the hon. mem­
ber had explained the matter. I know that the 

hon. member who has moved the 
[8'30 p.m.] second reading of the Bill has done 

so in substitution for another hon. 
member, but I should like to have heard some 
argument upon this question. I intend to raise 
the question ;n committee, whether clause 6 
should not be wiped out altogether, but whether 
it is or not I intend to vote for the Becond read­
ing- of .the Bill. 
*The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge, Jlfara,,oa): This Bill comes to us 
from the other Chamber. It was introduced 
there by a guntleman who has been instru· 
menta.! in bringing about several very useful 
amendments in our law. 

HoNOURABLE l\lEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The ATTOR::'{h:Y-GENERAL: I rega.rd the 

fact of his having introduced the Bill in another 
place as being a guarantee or a certifk~te upon 
which hon. members may feel justified in acting 
in this case. It is unfortnnate, I think, that the 
Bill should have come on at so late a period of 
the session, and it is also unfortunate that the 
Bill has not been subjected to the scrutiny of the 
Parliamentary Dr:;ftsman. 

Mr. JENKINSON: The Chief Justice is equal to 
the ParliamentHry Draftsman. 

The ATTORNJ£Y-GENJ<JRAL: I have my­
self been so extremely bu'y during the last three 
months th;tt I have not been able to scrutini~e it. 
I have glanced hastily through it; and from the 
very hasty consideration I have been able to give 
it, it seems to me to be all right. At the same 
time, I think it is a principle which ought to be 
regarded as one which ought to be olJs•·rved in 
the case of every Bill brought in-that it should 
pass through the hands of the Parliamentary 
Draftsn;an, and should receive his imprimatur. If 
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he is not the officer who actually drafts a Bill, he 
ought, I thiuk, to be consulted before it is intro­
duced. I am not ahle, at the present time, to put 
my finger upon anythiug which I can •ay is a 
flaw in this Bill, but that is not, equal to saying 
that no such flaw exists. The Bill introduces a 
very radical change in our existing law, but it is 
a change with which I am in entire sympathy. 
I believe it is a very cruel thing indeed upon 
perwns who have been born under conditions 
which no longer exist, that they should not only 
have a s0cial ban placed upon them, but that they 
should be proscribed, so far as our law can pro­
scribe them, so as to prevent tht•m participating 
in the benefits of property that may have been 
left by the father or mother·, as the case may be. 
The Bill is retrospective, and necessarily so, be­
cause it would bb obviously unfair that one class 
of persons in that unfortunate condition should 
be recog-nised by the community, and another 
class, simply bec~<use the accident of their birth 
occurred before the passing of this Bill, should 
be in an entirely different position. So far as 
that g-oes, I think the Bill must necessarily be 
retrospective. The only want of clearness I had 
in regard to the Bill was as to section 5, which 
provides-

Nothing in this Act !'hall affe.,"lt any estate, right, or 
interest in any real or personal property to which any 
person has become or may become entitled, either 
mediately or immediately in possession, or expectancy 
by virtue ot any disposition made before the passing of 
this Act, or by virtue of any devolution by law on 
the death of any person dying before tile passing of this 
Act. 
I was not clmr ns to whether that section 
covered every conceivable case. 

Mr. LEAHY: No. You must have some finality. 
You must commence somewhere. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL: There must 
be some finality. As I have said, I have not 
been able to so "crutinise the Bill as to enable 
me to say with certajnty whether that does cover 
every case, so as to prevent any trouble arising 
through iuterference with the condition of thing", 
say in connection with the distribution of pro­
perty in intestate estates, that has occurred 
before the passing of the Bill-whether, thoug-h 
the section does provi,'Je that the passing of this 
Bill shall not "affect any estate, right, or 
interest in any real or personal property," it. is 
sufficient to cover the wh<>le case. If those 
w01ds are sufficient, not merely to cover the status 
of persons who are or have been entitled under the 
existing law, but to cover the extent'oftheinterest, 
it is all right. I am at present disposed to think 
the words do meet the whole case. I do not 
feel justified in raising a doubt as to the con­
struction of words which appear to me, as they 
stand, to meet the whole case. If they do, I do 
not personally see any reason why the Bill should 
not pass. AI though, in the case of any alteration 
of the law of this radic>tl character, it is always 
desirable that we should have plenty of time to 
think what we are doing, and make sure that 
what we are doing we are doing pr<•perly. I do 
not see anything to object to in section 6, of which 
the hon. memhf\r for Mitchell has complained. 
I think it would be verv mischievous indeed to 
permit, in the ca"e of the offspting of persons 
who int<Ormarried in the past, when there was a 
legal obstacle existing to such intermarriage, 
that they should ho able to come in and claim to 
be h·gitimate children. I therefore think clause 6 
a very proper clause to have inserted in the Bill, 
as it removes all possibility of falling into any 
error on that subject. Speaking for n•yself, the 
Bill seems to me to be a Bill that it is r~ally 
desirable that the House should adopt, and the 
change in the law propo;ed to he effecter! by it is 
one which, I think, ought to be established in 
!JVery British community. 

RONO!JR!l-BLJ') l\t1P:)I1JlJ;:RS; Hear1 hE'J~>r ! 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I understood 
the hon. member for \Vide Bay to say that the 
Bill had been scrutini"ed by the Chief Justice. 

Mr. JEl'IKil'ISON: And altered and improved 
by him. 

The ATTOR::'I<EY-GJ<;NERAL: If that is so 
-and I accept the hon. member's statement-if 
the Bill has passed through the hunds of the 
Chief ,Justice and satisfies him, it ought to he 
qnite sufficient to satisfy me and other hon. 
members of this House. 

Mr. JE~KINSON, in reply: I do not intend 
to detain the House long. I wish to explain to 
the Attorney-General and to the House that 
when the Bill was drafted there had been no 
P"rliamentary Draftoman ~<ppointed, and there­
fore it was submitted to the Chief Justice, and 
it come~ here with his approval. With regard 
to the objection raised by the hon. member for. 
Mitchell in connec•ion with clause 6, I poin1J 
out that it simply brings the law into line with 
Scotch law, canon law, civil law, and also with 
the Code Napoleon. It does nnt recognise any 
children of adultery, and to my mind rightly so. 
Tho;e objections made against the Bill have not, 
I think, very much weight When we get into 
committee on the Bill, no doubt we will discuss 
the matter mentioned by the hon. member for 
Mitchell in further detail. 

Question put and passed. 

CoMMITTF.E. 
Clauses l to 4, inclush·e, put and passed. 
On clause 5-" Certain estates, rights, or 

interests not affected"-
The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R. 

Dickson, Bulimba) : 'rh is was a very far-reaching 
Bill, and they should have the distinct assurance 
that it would not interfere with the succession to 
property. \Vhile it was very desir>tble to im­
prove the condition of illegitimate children, they 
should be very careful not to interfere with the 
position of children born in lawful wedlock. 

Mr. JENK1NSON agreed with the Chief 
Secretary, but he did not think any words could 
be plainer than those at the commencement of 
the clame-" Nothing in this Act shall affect 
any estate, right, or interest," etc. The utmo·'t 
care had been taken in drafting the Bill, and the 
clause would not have the effect the hon. gentle­
man feared. He had the assurance of the Chief 
Justice and Mr. Macphersun that it would have 
no such effect. 

The CHIEJ<' SECRETARY : I want a legal :1.ssur­
ance. 

Mr. JENK TNSO N : Well, the opinion of 
the Chief Justice and Mr. Macpherson ought 
be enough. 

The CHIEJ<' SECRETARY : They are not here. 
Mr. JENKINSON: He had the authority of 

Mr. Macpherson fur saying that what he said 
wao c•>rrect. He would not wilfully mislead the 
Committee. 

Mr. LEAHY (Bulloo) suggested that the 
clause be postponed till the next day, and in the 
meantime the effect of it could be ascertained. 

Mr. FINNEY ( Toowong): Seeing that this was 
the universal law, there should be no difficulty 
about the passage of the clause, wh;ch was a 
very good one. The old law was most cruel in 
this respect, and it was wrong- that illegitimate 
children should be made to suffer. 

Mr. LEAHY : It is no fault of these children. 
Mr. ]'INNEY: No; and he thought this was 

a very humane law. Under it, th.,se children 
would not suffer as they bad done under the 
present law. 

Mr. JENKINSON: The clause was exactly 
the same as the wording of the New Zealand 
clause, which had had the scrutiny of legal gentle­
mer) in th:>t colony ; and he hacl )ndica.ted that 
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this Bill had passed through the hands of high 
legal gantlemen in this colony. Furthermore, 
the Bill had been in the hands of hon. members 
since the lOth November, so there had been 
plenty of time to consider it. 

Mr. COWLEY (Herbert): Supposing there 
were five children, and the first was illegiLimate, 
the father wa• dead and had lefL a considerable 
amount of property not divid~d-by the passing 
of the Bill would the illegitimate child share 
with the other fonr? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: He under­
stood the object of the Bill was to prevent the 
illegitimate child interfering with the rights of 
the other four children mentioned by the hon. 
member. 

Mr. FINNEY asked the Attorney-General if 
an illegitimate child, afterwards legitimised, 
would have any right to share with the four 
ether children horn in wedlock? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No. By 
will a man might do so. If the will had been 
made prior to the passing of this Act only 
legitimate children would receive under the 
Bill ; but if the will was made after the passing 
of the Act, then the legitimate children would 
share equally with the others. 

Mr. OOWLEY: That was not the point. If 
the father died intestate, and no division was 
made, would the illegitimate children share 
equally with those born in wedlock? They 
should deal justly and fairly with all. 

The ATTORNEY. G J<JNERAL: Under clause 
5, if the death took place before the passing of 
the Act, the distribution to the next-of-kin 
would take place under the existing law; but if 
it took place after the passing of the Act, the 
distribution would include the illegitimate chil­
dren as well as those born in wedlock. 

Mr. LEAHY : How will it be if the estate is 
in process of distribution? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In a case 
where the distribution of an intestate estate had 
occurred before the passing of the Act the exiet­
ing law would prevail. 

Mr. COWLEY thought it a very unfortunate 
thing that provisinn could not be made for the 
case he mentioned. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There were 
R good many reasons why that could not be 
done. It would have the effect of upsetting a 
good many things. It might have the effect of 
upsetting distributions of shares that had taken 
place. If the hon. member's snggestinn were 
adopted, half-a-dozen new next-of-kin might 
possibly be admitted, and although an estate 
might have been completely distributed, yet 
the whole process would have to be g·one over 
de not·o. The provision seemed absolutely in­
dispensable in order to pre~erve existing rights. 

Mr. FITZGERALD knew of an unfortunate 
case in which, before the marriage of the parents, 
there had been one child, anrl afterwards four or 
five more. If there was no limit fixed by the 
Bill, the eldest child could have the whole 
matter of the distribution of the estate reopened. 
They must have some starting point, and he 
really thnuJ<ht that clause 5 was very clear. 

Mr. COWLEY thoroughly understood the 
position, but it seemed to him that, where the 
estate had not been divided, it would be a very 
unfortunate thing if all the children did not 
share alike. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 6-" Limit to legitimation"-
Mr. FlTZGERALD: If they had more time 

at their di,posal he would endeavour to have that 
clause expunged fwm the Bill. There wer<' 
frequent case< in which women were deserted by 
their husbands, and after the lapse of years they 
lived with other men without going through •he 
form of marriage, Jn the course of timfl th~ 

scamp who had des· rtecl the woman died, yet the 
children born to that woman could not be legiti­
mised under the Bill. He saw no reason why 
children born out of wedlock in "uch cases 
should not be legitimised. It was a very impor­
tant question, and he was sorry that there was 
not lTI!)re tin1e to discuss it. 

Mr. ,JENKINSON : It would be admitted by 
everyone that a start must be made somewhere. 
Although some grievances would continue to 
exist, yet if that clause were struck out innu­
merable difficulties would crop up. The Com­
mittee would do well by passing the clause as it 
stood. 

Clause put and passed. 
Schedule put and passed. 
The House resu:ned ; the CHAIRMAN reported 

the Bill without amendment. 
THIRD READING. 

The Bill was read a third time, and ordered to 
be returned to the Legislative Council by message 
in the usual form. 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS. 
On the Order of the Day being read for the 
[9 ] rcmmption of the debate on Mr. 

p.m. NicDonnell's motion-
That, in the opinion of this House. it is desirable that 

the regulations df" tling with grammar school scholar­
~?;hlps should be so framed as to provide-

!. That su('h scholarships should be open to the com­
petition of the you.th of both sexes irrespective of where 
educated in the colony. 

2. rhat, if so desired by sucf!essful competitors, such 
scholarship::; should be enjoyed at such schools or 
colleges, otller than grammar schools, as may be 
approved of by the D0partment of Public Instruct,ion-

Mr. GRIMES (Oxley): I regret very much 
that any arrangement has been come to by tile 
Premier that this important question should go 
to a division to-night. I look upon this as one uf 
the most impc rtant questions we have had before 
us for consideratiun this session, and its influence 
and effect-if carried, and if carried out-will be 
very far-reaching·. Our educational system has 
provided for these grammar school scholarships, 
and they are term- d grammar school scholarships 
in the Education Act. 

Mr. LEAHY : Can you tell us what portion of 
the Act? 

Mr. GRIMES: The hon. member for Bulloo 
is very fond of interjecting. I shall not reply to 
his interjections, and if he interrupts I shall 
claim the support of the Speaker. 

Mr. LEAHY : State facts. 
Mr. GRIMES: ram going to state facts, and 

the hun. gentleman's interjections and interrup­
tions will only make me longer in my address. 

Mr. LEARY: That would be an advantage, I 
should say. 

The SPEAKER: OrdGr! 
Mr. GlUMES: The Education Act provides 

for these scholars1Jips to our grammar schools. 
Mr. )!'ITZGERALD : \V hat section? 
Mr. GRIMES: If this resolution is carried 

and put into force, we shall have to have a 
d<fferent term altogether for them. They will 
be no longer grammar school scholarships 
exclusively. There will be provision mad~>, or 
there may be provision made, for those boys who 
have shown by their merit-by examinations­
that they are worthy of assistance in their higher 
education being sent to any school there is in the 
colony or out of the colony. 

Mr. BoLES : \Vhy not? 
Mr. GRiMES: We have echools that are 

supportod by almost every denomination. There 
is the \V esleyan, there 1s the Cong-regationalist, 
and there are other denominations ; :tnd, of 
coursp, they will seek to have these boys sent to 
those schoob if they so desire. Perhaps it is not 
koown to !JlflllY hon. members prE)sen~ that there 
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wa~ left us, as a legacy from t.he New South 
Wales Parliament, what waR called " ::ltate aid 
to religion." £1,000 was voted every year, to be 
divided amongst the mini&ters of the gospel who 
chose to remain in Qu.'en.-land and preach the 
guspel, and they received £100 a year each as 
long as they so remained and pnached. One of 
the first Bills, I believe, th"t was introduced into 
the Queensland Legi.-Jature was one !o aboli~h 
this State aid to religion, and that Bill passed 
through the legi•lature almost unanimously. It 
was provided that thos•: who were the recipients of 
this salary, as long as LhPy remained in Queens­
land, should have it; and I think there is only 
one now left that is in receipt of the s.1lary. 
That has been looked upon with approval by the 
residents of Queensland. Now this resolution, 
if carried an•1 put intn force, will have the effect 
of in some measure nullifying the principle that 
w:os in that abolition Bill, and will be the thin 
end of the wedge to give State aid to religion. 

HoNOURABLE MEii!BKRS: Not at all! Oh! 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. GRIMES: Which I believe is not desired 
by the peoplP of Queensland. The1·e were at 
one time wh<>t were called "non-vested" schools 
in Queensland, which received Government aid; 
but the le~isl:tture took the matter up at the 
request of the peoplr·, and, after the question had 
been thrashed out at eleetions, did away with 
State aid to these ll!ltl-Vetited schools. If this 
resolution is passed it will me~>n the re-establi~h­
ment of this ·principle in a small way. As I 
said in reference to State-aided religion, it will 
be the t bin end of the wedge of the reintroduc­
tion of denominational schools. 

Mr. LESINA : That is a bogey. 
Mr. GltiMES: I strongly protest againPt this 

resolution being ca•Tied at the end of the session, 
when we are probably not in a fit state to pro­
perly discuss it, and when there is no time for 
proper discussion. A simple resolution passed 
in this Chamber will put it in the power of the 
Ministry to carry it out by simple regulation-a 
procedure which is entirely opposed to the pro­
cedure adopted in regard to ordinary legislation. 
'The Bill for the abolition of State aid to religion 
passed its first and second readings, P'1Ssed 
through its committee stage, and its third read­
ing hPre, and was then sent to the other House, 
where the same procedure was followPd. The 
other Billl alluded to was dealt with in exactly 
the same way, givmg ample time and ample oppor­
tunity for a thorough discussion of the question 
before it became law. Now, if this resolution is 
carried, it does not give the same opportunity for 
a thor••ugh discussion, and for it to be looked 
at in all its bearings. This resolution, as hon. 
members know, will not be sent to the other 
Chamber for their concurrence. It will simply 
be vassed by this branch of the legislature, and 
then I suppose the Government of Ghe day will 
feel justified in making regulations to give effect 
to it. I dJ not think tba" is a fair thing, and, 
dPp<md upon it, if the resolution does pass in 
this Chamber in its present form, and is given 
effect to, there will be a hue-and-cry among,t the 
general public ahont it. The first part of the 
resolution I have not so much objection to-that 
is with reference to scholarships being "open to 
the competition of the youth of both sexes 
irrespective of where educated in the colony." 
There cannot be a great deal of objection to 
that. But I have certainly a very strong ohjec­
tion to the 2nd pamgraph. It is a parcel care­
fully wrapped up so that the contents may be 
concealed. 

Mr. BoLES: You can see through it. 
Mr. GRIMES: 1 dare say I can see through 

it. Those who have been in the colony as long 
as I have, and who have watched the struggle 
th!lt ha~ been going on for the last twenty-six or 

thirty years with reference to this ques:ion, will 
also see through it; and they certainly will not 
look upon it in a very favourable light. To 
make this resolution palatable, it has been 
attempted to be shown that the boys who win 
the·•e "cholarshi~.s will be able to go to schools 
other than grammar schools. If they are in­
clined for agriculture, they c"n go to the Agricul­
tural Coll<ge at Gatton. If they have an in­
clination for mining, they can attend a school of 
mines, or they c:m go to a technical college. I 
should have no objection to that. My objection 
to this 2nd paragraph is that it proposes to re­
introduce State aid to religion, anrl assistDnce to 
a denominational system of education. I have 
no desire to see our secular system of education 
interfered with in any way whatever. 

Mr. BoLES : Y on take a very bigoted view 
of it. 

Mr. GRTMES : I am not taking a very narrow 
view of it, This resolution may be amended in 
r.nch a way as to allow boys to follow the natural 
bent of tbeir inclination, and go to an agri­
cultural college, to a school of mines, or to a 
technical college, or to other places, and it is 
my purpose to move an amendment that will 
enable them so to do, and yet prevent the 
reintroduction of a 8ystem which the people have 
declared against. 

Mr. MAXWELL : Let us take a vote, and see if 
we declare against it. 

Mr. GRIMES: I have no desire to stonewall 
the resolntio11, but I felt it was imperative that 
I should raise my voice in protest against the 
resolution being carried in this way, and I have 
no hesitation in saying that if the Premier takes 
this matter up, a,nd carries it through, he will 
find serious difficulty hereafter with reference to 
it. 

Mr. MAXWELL : It means the downfall of the 
Government. 

Mr. LEAHY: You will find the serious diffi­
culty-not the Premier. 

Mr. GRIMES: I am not afraid of the conse­
quences of my action this evening. 

Mr. TURLEY : Y on must not threaten. 
Mr. GRIMJ<JS: In the 2nd paragraph I move 

the insertion after the word "such" of the words 
"State-aided." It will then read-

That, if so desired by successful competitors, such 
scholal·ship.s should be enjoyed at '3Uch "State-aided" 
schools or colleges, other than grammar schools, as may 
be approved ol by the Department ol l'ublic Instruction. 
* Mr. T. B. CRIBB (Ipswich): I know that I 
am taking rather an unusual course in speaking 
when sec .. nding the amendment. I would have 
preferred if some other hon. member had seconded 
the amendment so as to give me a freer hand. 
It is a subject of great importance, and there is a 
great deal in what the hon. member for Oxley 
has said. I do not think that it is necessary at 
present to int.roduce the question of religion. I 
look at it in this light: We have a State system 
of primary education, and we have a systen1 of 
secondary education which is endowed by the 
St»te. I admit that t.hac secondary system is 
not as perfect as it might be. It especially 
requires to be brought more under the control 
of the Government, when the State would 
receive a larger return in proportion to 
the amount which it contributes towards 
the support of these secondary schools. 
·when the •cbolarships were initiated it was 
considered that those pupils who had shown their 
etficiency and who had received their primary 
education in a State school should be a warded 
8cholarships equal to the fees charged for seconclary 
education, so that secondary as well as primary 
education might be provided by the State. It 
has also lately been proposed that we should 
endow a university, so that more facilitieo should 
be given to the youths of the colony to get a 
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higher as well as secondary education free. 
I do not think we should give scholarships to 
pupils to go to schools which are in competition 
with the schools provided hy the State. That is 
a very great objection to the motion as proposed. 
I do not see why the Government should be 
called upon to contribute extra money to edu­
cate pupils in other schools, when the Govern­
ment themselves have provided or endowed the 
necessary schools to give the required education. 
It would he better that we should enlarge our 
grammar school scholatships, so that free 
secondary education might be given to a larger 
number of pupils. Some members have argued 
that scholars who win university exhibitions are 
entitled to go to various universities-to Mel­
bourne, Sydney, Adelaide, or other universities. 
I admit that, but it nnmt be borne in mind that 
we have no university in Queenshtnd. I think 
hon. members will agree with me that if we had 
a St.at.e·endowed university in Queeutila.nd we 
would first of all seek to build up that university 
by sending the pupils who won exhibitions to our 
own university. If, after we hud succeeded in 
establbhing a university in Queensland, it was 
thought desirable to givP the youths of the colony 
an opportunity of getting in any other place an edu­
cation beyond that which the colony could afford, 
I should not object to exhibitions which would 
have the effect of allowing youthR to go to 
Great Britain, or America, or the Cont.iuent of 
l<Jurope, or wherever they could obtain the 
particular education they deoired. I think hon. 
members should look at the tnatter in this light, 
that it is far better that we should seek to hnild 
up an efficient system of our own, than to 
minimise the ,-alue of tlvtt sysLem by encourag. 
ing competition with our own schools. On that 
acconnt I second the amendment moved by the 
hon. member for Oxley. I should have pre­
ferred to see the words "other than grammar 
schools" omitted, so that the motion might read 
"at such State-aided schools or colleges as may 
be approved of by the Department of Public 
Instruction," but I have no objection to those 
words remaining in the motion. 
*Mr. McDONNELL (Fo1't<t-ude Vallep): I may 
say at once that I do not intend to accept this 
amendmeut. It is meant to carry on exactly 
the sy,tem to which I object at the present 
t1me. I brought forward this motion because 
i c is considered that in ~ueensland at the 
preRent time there are a very large number 
of persons who are deprived of taking ad V>m­

tage of secondary education scholarships, owing 
to the fact that the only State-aided schools 
in the colony where secondary education can 
be received .tre our grammar schools. No 
man, however, can claim that our grammar 
schools are really State schools, or that our 
secondary education is a State system. Un­
doubtedly our primary education system is a 
State system, and I fur one would not attempt 
to intel'fere with it, and this motion does not 
affect that system in the slightest degree. At 
the present time we have practically no control 
over onr grammar schools. 

Mr. T. B. CRIBB: \Ve have passed a resolu­
tion to amend that. 

Mr. McDOKNELL: \Ve have passed a 
resolution simply for the purpose of having those 
schools inspected, but that resolution may never 
be carried out. The fact of the matter is our 
grammar schools are not State schools, for we 
have no control over them, althoug-h we pay 
them £l,OOC a year in the shape of endowment. 
I deny altogether that I ask for State aid to 
denominational schools, and I am surprised that 
any member of this House should get up and 
make such a statement. I am surprised that 
any hem, member should speak in the terms 
the hon, member for Oxluy has employed 

to-night. Thi~ motion does not provide for any 
school; it simply asks the House to provide that 
certain prizes now offered to pnpils by the State 
shall be made wider and broader, and that the 
comp~tition for them shall be open to every boy 
and girl in Queensland, and that when a boy or 
girl has succeeded in winning one of those prizes 
he or she shall have the right to take out that 
prize at any scholastic institution they may 
choose, so long as that institution is approved of 
by the Department of Public Instruction. 

Mr. LEAHY : The department controls the 
whole thing. 

Mr. MoDONNELL: Of course; there is a 
check in the hunds of the department, as it is left 
to them to approve of the schools in which scholar­
ship pupils shall obtain their secondary education. 
The hr>n. member fur Ipswich referred to the 
fact that our university exhibitions can he taken 
out in any university, and that is quite correct. 
Not only can t.h<'y be taken out at any univer-

sity, but they can be taken out at 
[9'30 p.m.] any college which is affiliated with 

any of the universitir s. A scholar 
who win• a scholarship c<>n go to a Presbyterian, 
or the \Vesleyan, or a Roman Catholic college if 
it is affiliated wit.h any of the universities. 

l\1:r. T. B. CnrBB: But we have no university. 
Mr. McDONNELL: Possibly if we had a 

univerccity the scholarships would be confined to 
our own university; but I should like to point 
out that in the southern colonies every high 
school which is giving an efficient secondary 
education is affiliated with the southern uni­
versities. St. John's College, in Melbourne, which 
is the Roman Catholic College, the Presbyterian 
College, the \Vesleyan College, and other colleges 
are affiliated with the Melbourne University. 
The same thing obtains in Sydney ; and if we 
had a university in Queensland at pres<mt, 
secondary schools other than grammar schools 
tha.t are providing second:wy education wonld 
undoubtedly become affiliated with it; and 
the scholarships, the same as obtains in 
the southern colonies, could be taken out 
at those universities. \Ve give thirty·four 
scholar,hips in Queensland at present. That 
is the number provirled for in this year's Esti­
mates, and as there will always be a few running 
for past years, as there are now, they will hring 
the numuer up to between fifty and sixty. I ae<k 
that our boys and girls in this colony who are of 
a certain agoe should have a right to compete for 
these scholarships, and that HO barrier should be 
thrown in their way whether they are educated 
at school or in their father's house, and that if 
they choose to t>tke out their scholarships at one 
college because it is famed for being rarticularly 
efficient in one subject nr •. nother, they should 
not he debarred from taking them out at that 
school. 'rhe principle of the scholar,hips-the 
original principle of them-was that they were 
intended for the benefit of the scholar and the 
8cholar only, not, as it is now, for the benefit of 
any inl"ltitution. 

Mr. LEAHY: The prize belongs to him. 
Mr. McDONNELL: The prize belongs to 

him, and be should have the right of taking it 
out wherever he chooses. The hon. gentleman 
who moved this amendment followed ont a line 
of aq;ument that, as I said before, is not worthy 
of auy hon. member of this House ; because T'say 
this, and say it at once, that it is not my inten­
tion to in any way interfere with our primary 
State svstem of educatiou, or for one moment to 
introduce the vexed question of religion. 

Mr. LEAHY : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. McDONNELL : I maintain-and I chal­

leng-e contradiction on this point-that neither in 
Queensland nor in any part of Australia, there 
is not what may be termed a State system of 
secondary education. I challenge any hon. 
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member to point out how this motion can in 
the smallest way affect our present State primary 
system of education. The day it comes round 
in Queensland, when the State will make its 
secondary system of education a State system, 
then I say it is about time to object to such a 
motion as this. As we have at present a system 
of education which is not a State system, it is 
our duty-and I believe the Houoe will rise to 
the occasion-to do this small particle of justice 
at;d give the boys .and g-irls of the colony wh~ 
wm these scholarships, the opportunity to take 
them out at whatever school or college in Queens­
land they may choose, so long they receive the 
approval of the department. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): It is my intention 
to_v?te again_st the amendtoent and support the 
or1gmal motiOn, because I consider the amend­
ment does not meet the case at all. In the 
electorat.e which I repres• nt-Gympie--during 
the last four years, there have been eight gram­
mar school scholarships won ; hut on account of 
there not being a grammar school in the town, 
and the parents of the children not being able to 
send them away, the scholars were not in toe 
positinn tn take advantage of them. Under the 
amendment they would not be in a better posi­
ti:m; but if the original motion is carried they 
wtll be able to take ad vantage of the higher 
~ducation which_is procurable in Gym pie. There, 
m common w1th many other towns, is a 
very good private school, which is very well 
conducted and well attended; but it is not 
~n?owed by the Government, and consef]uently 
1t 1s not taken advantage of by anyone who wins 
a grammar school scl;olarship. There is also a 
high school for girls ; and as three nut of the 
eight winners of scholarships were girls, they 
would be able, under the original motion to 
take advantage of it. These scholarships ~ere 
not established for tbP benefit of the grammar 
schools, but the winners of them. As. reg-ards 
that, if this is carried, it will not be necessarv to 
go to any p<trticular school, and it will only. he 
done hy regulation, I am informed that matters 
at present in connection with our grammar 
schools are nearly all done by regulation. I am 
entirely in favour of the motion hecatwe it will 
widen our educational system. Children will be 
able to take advantage under it of our agri­
cultural college, or our high schools, or our 
schools of mines. I do not S<e that there will be 
any harm done to the c 1mmtmity even if our 
children can takE> advantaf(e of these scholar­
ships in a Wesleyan, Presbyterian, or Baptist 
college. If they want to do so, let them. I do 
not think the country will suffer. I am sorry 
the hon. member has brought in this sectarian 
matter. The motion does not interfere with the 
uunenominational character of onr State schools. 

Mr. ANNEAR (il!Iarybm·ough): I do not be­
lieve in giving a s1lent vote on this or any other 
question. I h:1ve never done so since I have been 
a member of the Rous··· vVhile I have been 
within the walls of this Chamber I have record"d 
my vote one way or the other; but it seems to 
me that there are a !'reat many hon. members 
this evening who would like to say a great ileal 
but have not the same courag-e as the hon. mem: 
ber for Oxley bad a few minutes ago. 

J\1\;r. MAxw~;LL : Not the same as you have 
yourself. 

Mr . .ANNEAR: I do not think the hrm. 
member for Fortitude Valley should take any 
umbrage at the remarks of the hon. member for 
Oxley. I admire an hon. member who has the 
courage of his convictions, and states them in 
the clear and open manner that the hon. mAm­
ber did. The hon. member for :Fortitude Vallev 
is always v~ry prononncen in his opinions. \Vhy 
does he obJect to other hon, members following 
the same line as himself? 

Mr. McDONNELL: I object if they are not 
correct. 

Mr. ANNEAR: I oppose this motion. I 
believe this matter is of such an important 
character that it should not be brought forward 
in this House by a motion of this kind. It is a 
question in which the people of Queensland are 
deeply interested--

Mr. LEAHY: That is what we say. 
Mr. ANNEAR: And they should have an 

opportunity of expressing their opinion. I am 
in this position-as I know other hon. mem­
bers are- that when I met the electors in 
Maryhorougb in March last, they returned 
my colleague and myself to this Chamber, 
pledged to do nothing by vote to in any way 
disturb the present Education Act which has 
been in existence for so many years. This 
motion no doubt reads very well, and it 
seems to me to be very reas<mable, but I take the 
opinion of a gentleman now no longer with us­
the late T. J. Byrnes-who, on the public plat­
form in the city of Brisbane, and also in other 
electorate< in the colony, when the question was 
submitted to him, said he would do nothing to 
interfere with the present Education Act, being 
convinced that that Act is the will of the 
m:tjority of the pe·>ple of Queensland. I would 
ask : \Vhat should a member do who is pledged 
to his constituents that he will do nothing to 
disturb that Act until it is submitted at the poll 
to the people of the colony? Before I give my 
vote to disturb the present Act, I con•ider it is 
my duty to meet my const.ituents and place the 
qu~stion before them. I regret, for many 
reasons, that I cannot see my way to vote 
for the motion of the hon. member for Fortitude 
V allc>y. I m<ty say that last week I visited 
my constituente, .and that several of them waited 
upon me and brought under my notice this qu<'s­
tion. They reminded me of the promises I had 
made to do nothing to disturb the present educa­
tiunal system until the electors of Maryborough 
had a further upportunity of e;_pressing their 
opinion UlJOn it, as they had in March last. 
Some hon. members say that if this motion is 
carried it will not in any way disturb or in­
terfere with the present Education Act. If that 
is so, why leave it till the end of the session? 

Mr. McDoNNET,L: It was brought on six 
weeks ago. 

Mr. ANNEAR: The electors have not had an 
opportunity of discussing it. '!.'he hon. member 
must agree with me that the people look with 
a very jealous eye on anything that may be 
introduced into this Chamber which will in any 
way interfere with the prE'Bent educational 
system, which ho.s been ratified, and would be 
to-morrow, by a very large majority of the electors 
of Queensland. As I said before, I consider I 
should be unworthy of my place in this Hou<e, 
unworthy to be the representative of an electorate 
like Nlaryborough, to w horn I pledged myself 
only ten months ago to do nothing to disturb 
that Act, if I voted for the motion of the hon. 
member for J<'ortitude Valley. 
* Mr. LEAHY (Bulloo): It may be safely laid 
down that ·when hon. members of the House, or 
persons outside it, arrive at wrong conclusions, 
or take up wrung positions, it frequently arises 
from ignorance. \'Vhen the hon. n.ember f•Jr 
Mary borough was making those charges in the 
swPeping way customary with him--

Mr. ANNEAR : What charges did I make? 
Mr. LEAHY: That the adoption of this 

reHolution would interfere with the State system 
of education. 

Mr. ANNEAR : I said I would do nothing to 
interfere with the State system of education, 
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Mr. LEAHY : The hon. member said that if 
this resolution was carried, and the objects of it 
were put into force, it would interfere with our 
State system of education. 

:Mr. ANNEAR : I said that wa' the opinion of a 
great many outside. It is not my opimon. 

Mr. LEAHY: I thought that would be 
the opinion of a gentleman so intelligent as the 
hon. member for Maryborough, and so free from 
prejudice. Yet, what is his position ? He says 
he holds certain nninions, and certain of his con­
stituents hold different orinions, and he is going 
to stultify his own opinions in favour of those 
of half-a-dozen of his electors, who do not under­
stand the object of this resolution. That is an 
extraordinary position for the hon. member 
to take up, and no doubt when he considers 
the position he will wit hilt aw from it. With 
rega.rd to the hon. member for Oxley, I think 
he is incapable, by construction, of taking a 
fair view of a question of this kind. I am 
not prepared to say that he has not 11n open 
mind, or that he is not absolutely conscientious, 
but his mind is so couBtituted that he can no 
more escape the conclusions to which his opinions 
lead than a man can escape his destiny. I want 
to say at once that if I thought this motion was 
introduced for the purpose of disLurbing our 
State system of education, which has st.ood the 
test of twenty-five years, and which time after 
time has been endorsed by a large majority of 
the people of thiH c illntry, under the !Jre~ent 
conditions and circumstance", at all events, I 
should not be in favour of it. I say that at 
once, and unhesitatingly. There is no attempt 
in this instance to interfere with our primary 
system of education in any shape or form. It 
deals entirt•ly with grammar schools and HCh<•lar­
ships, and grammar schools are under a separate 
A~-. ___ ,1 '·--·· ··- --·-·---•.! ... -··'-·' ··-- ---~•l ... 
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State syotem education. And besides, the resolu­
tion has not the binding force of law. It is only 
binding for the session, and may expire next week. 
It is strange that a gentleman holding the position 
of Chairman of Committees should not know the 
limited effect of a resolution. And what it asks 
could be done just as well by a regulation 
without having any expression of opinion from 
this Chamber whatever. As a matter of fact 
there is very little in this resolution aft,,r all. 
It is more than probahle that before very long 
grammar schools will be brought· within onr 
educational system-perhap8 before the century 
is out ; and if that takes place this resolution 
lapses at once. That is the opinion of the Cbief 
Justice, and the hem. member, Mr. Groom, had 
a motion on the paper recently to that effect, 
which was received very favouL,bly by the 
House. When that is the case there will be no 
grammar school scholarships of this kind re­
quired; the education given then will be free. 

Hon. E. B. FoRREST : A certificate. 
Mr. LEAHY : As the hon. gentleman says­

" a certificatA." He can take that to any school 
he likes, and I do not think a bald certificate of 
that kind can be of any assi,tance to wha.t the 
hnn. member for Oxley is pleased to call "re­
ligion." I am very sorry to have heard the 
question of religion introduced into this House 
"'tall. \Ve are not here to discuss questions of 
religion. I never want to know what anybody's 
religion is. Any person who believes conscien­
tiously in his religion is as good as I am in my 
religion, and I do not want to quarrel with him 
upon it at all. I think it is a matter for extreme 
regret that the hon. member for Oxley should. 
in an assembly of this kind, have gone so far out 
of his way to introduce sucb a question-one 
which is known as the" yellow pup." 
~- Mr. LE:::JIN A ( Clerrnont) : One of the most 
balHful influences at work in thA civic life of any 
community is that which at times takes the form 

of religious sEctarianism, It is an unfortunate 
circumstance that a resolution of the character of 
that moved by the hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley should have induced the hon. member for 
Oxley to introduce a matter of this kind. Members 
on this side of the House have been elected upon 
a platform, one of the foremost planks of which 
is "free, secular, and compulsory education." 
No member of this party can go out of his way 
to interfere in the slightest respect with our 
present excellent system of primary education 
without vi<•lating the platform he is pledged to 
uphold. I would like to point out for the 
benefit of the hon. m~mber for Oxley that the 
Labour platform contains, as one of its eh 'ef 
planks-fne, compulsory, and secular educa­
tion ; and it would be violating that platform 
to in any way countenance anything which 
would have for its ohject the overturniug of the 
excellent sy3tem of primary edncation at present 
existing in this colony-a ~ystem which has 
existed so successfully for the past twenty·fi ve 
years, and which, I hope, will continue to exist 
as long as the colony survives. I would never be 
a party to any attempt to lift even a little finger 
ag>linst this excellent system. I want rather to 
see it broadened and extend<'d, and, if possible, 
made more representative throughout the com­
munity. This rt'~,)lution does not propose to 
touch that system. As I understand it, what it 
propo'es to do is to give to children educated in 
the colony, and who have by their enerl(y, and, 
perhap,, genius, achieved and won a prize offered 
by the State, the opportunity of takin>{ out their 
higher education in any high school they care to 
take it out in. This resolution applies just as 
well to the Church of England colleges as to the 
Christian Brothers' schools. 
_,~I;. DAWSON: Or a father might teach his own 

""~!;. LESIN A : If John Jones's son has taken 
one of these prizos, whether he has been educated 
by John Jones himself nut in the bush or any­
whPrA else-if he manifests a certain genius for 
education, acquires knowledge rapidly, and, 
after examination, passes successfully and wins 
the prize, it becmnes his property, and the ques­
tion is, Where shall he take out his higher educa­
tion? Under the present system he must go to 
a certain State-subsidised grammar school, not 
one whit better than certain other schools in this 
colony that are notsubsidrsed and not assisted, and 
yet turn out-as the examination sheets show­
scholars as well ednc ... ted, and just as successful, · 
if not more successful, than many tnrned out 
from the gramrn"r schools subsidised by the 
State to-day, I maintain that Jones ha• a per­
fect right, if his son wins that prize, to send him 
to the Church of England college, the Christian 
Brothers' collegA, or anywhere else he pleases 
to send him, because the prize is his property. 
I do not Aee that it touches the primary svstem 
of educatiun in the colony to do that. Where 
does the danger come in? Will any hon. gentle­
man who has spoken indicate one particular 
portion of our primary educational system 
which iB interfered with in the Hlightest degree 
by allowing a person educated hy himself or 
by a private tutor to attend any high school 
he likes to complete his education, if he can 
win one of theee prizes? I am a person 
who holds secular views upon most things, 
even including religious matter•, and I say I 
would not lift my little finger the eighth of an 
inch to interfere with the present excellent 
eystem of State primary educil.tion we have got. 
But, I submit that t'his re•olution is simply 
meting out a measure of justice which has been 
denied for some time past to necessitous scholars, 
whom it was intended originally to assist by the 
grouting of these prizes, and who ought to be 
allowed to complete their education in whatever 
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high school they like. I think that is all the 
resolution asks; and, nnder"tar:ding it in that 
light and no other, I cheerfully give my aRsenl 
to it. 

Question- That the words "State aided," 
proposed to be inserted, be so inserted-put; and 
the House divided:-

Ans,lO. 
Messrs. Dickson, Dalrymple, Cowley, Finney, Annear, 

Higgs, Step hen son, Lord, Grnnes, and T. B. Crib b. 
Nm:s, 31. 

Messrs. Philp, Dawson, O'Connell, 'l1ur1ey, Httrdacre, 
Maeki. tosh, Kidston, I.~eally, Dunsford, FiiZi:!;Prald, 
Kent, W. II•rnilton, ,fcDon•ld, &yland, J\fcDonnell, 
Forsyth, Glassey, Boles, Jenkinson, Kerr, Campbell, 
Dil)iey, Forrest, Bridges, Story, Petrie, Tooth, Call an, 
Maxwell, Lesina, and Givens. 

Resolved in the negative, 
Original question stated. 
Mr. COWLEY (He1·bert): I intend to vote 

against this motion, and even if the 
[10 p.m.] amendment of the hon. member for 

Oxley had been carried, I would have 
voted against the motion as amended. Th'[y reason 
for so doing is, that I think it is ina<lvisable at 
the present moment to make any alteration in 
our existing system. I think it is high time that 
our grammar schools were taken over by the 
State. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: HPar, hear! 
Mr. COWLEY: And I sincerely trust the 

Minister for Public In"truction w1ll see his way 
· to introduce a Bill next year to make provision 

for that. I do nnt think it is wise to carry a 
resolution of this description, believing, as I do, 
that the time has arrived when the grammar 
schools should be taken over and run by the 
State. Another reason why I intend to vote 
against the resoh,tion i;; because WP have 
already passed the Estimates making provisi<m 
for grammar school scholnrships only. If the 
resolution is passed, no money voted can be 
devoted to denominational schools. If we do 
not deal with the question by a Bill to take over 
these grammar schools, provision can be made in 
the next Estimates for the purpose desired. As 
provision has been made for these scholarships, 
no portion of the money voted can be devoted for 
the purpose aimed at. I intend to vote against 
the motion. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : \Vhat about the 
regulations? 
· Mr. COWLEY: The regub tions do no affect 
the question before the Honoe. The money on 
the l<~stimates has been voted for a specific pur­
pose, and no resolution can overridetheEstimat<es 
as pa.•sed. \Ve can't anticipate future votes, and 
I do not think it is opportune to deal with tbis 
matter now. I am anxious to come to a division 
on the question, bnt I do not want to give a silent 
vote. 

Mr. KIDSTON (Rockharnpton) : I agree with 
the hon. member who has just sat down that 
what we want is a national system of 'econdary 
education. I do not see how any honest member 
could object tn the first part of the resolution, 
although he may object to the second part. It 
seems to me inequitable that any boy or girl in 
the colony should he debarred from these scholar­
ships becausE' their parents happen to be of a 
particular religion. I think the first part of the 
resolution must appeal to the sense of fairness 
and equity of hon. members, Every boy and 
girl in the colony should have eqnal chances for 
these scholarships, wherever they are educated. 
With regard to the second part of the resolution, 
it is extremely doubtful--

Mr. CoWLEY: I don't object to the first part of 
the resolution. 

Mr. KIDSTON: I am very glad to hear that.. 
I desire to say that I see there will be some diffi-

culty in dealing with the second part of the 
resolution in a proper way. I hope the carrying 
of this resolution will remove the disabilities 
which now rest on some of the children of the 
colony-that it will be a stel.' in t~e direction of 
removing the anomaly whiCh exJSts under our 
present system. 

Mr. FINNEY (Toowung): I do not wish to 
give a ,;jlent vote on tlns very important question. 
I have been elected by my constituents on t~o 
occasions, and I gave tbem my snlemn prmmse 
that I would support the Educational Act as it 
stood, so I am bound to vote against thi< motion. 
If I did not do so, I would violate the promise I 
made, and on which I was returned to this House. 

Mr. HIGGS (Fortitude Valley) : I wish 
briefly to say that I am in favour of the first 
portinn of this resolution, but not of the second, 
and I am afraid, in view of the vote just taken, 
there is no pos"ibility of carrying an amendment 
that the second portion be strnck out. There­
fore I am compelled to vote against the motion 
as it stands. 

Mr. GIVENS (Cnirns) : In common with 
many other hon. members who have spoken, if 
I considered this motion was oue which would 
interfere with our present system of national 
educe"tion I should most decidedly vote against 
it; but as no hon. gentleman who has spoken 
:tgainst the motion has shown where it will 
interfere with our present system, I fail to see 
why anybody should vote against it. I am more 
than surprised to see that a member who usually 
sits on this side of the House should get up to 
air his opinions from the other side against this 
motion. I hope his constiGnents will take notice 
of it. 

Mr. ANNEAR : He is only sitting here because 
there has just been a division. 

Mr. GIVENS: It seems a curious thing that 
the hon. member for Maryborough should defend 
the junior member for :Fortitude Valley, ~lr. 
Hig-gs. 

JYlr. HIGGS : Don't you mind him. He can 
look after himeelf. 

Mr. GIVENS: I have not the &lightest inten­
tion of minding the hon. member in any way, 
but I am exercieing my undoubted right of 
criticising his action, as any hon. member can 
criticise mine. I will not shirk criticism. 

Mr. fiiGGS : You are very plucky in some 
places. 

Mr. GIVENS: Members who are so ardent 
in defence of the h<m. member are generally 
those who used to be recognised as his avowed 
and bitter political opponents. Let me remark 
that this motinn has nothing whatever to do with 
the general question of education, because, as a 
matter of fact, the grammar school scholarships 
are taken out in the grammar schools, and they 
are just as much re,ligions institutions as any 
other institutions in the colony. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: No. 
Mr. GIVENS: I kn'•W that some of the hea.d 

teachers of the grammar schools open the1r 
school services every morning with a form of 
prayer which would be highly objectionable to 
many of the citizens of this colony. 

Mr. LEAHY : \V e do the same thing in the 
House. 

Mr. GIVENS: At any rate, if this motion is 
passed-as I hope it will be-it will rest with the 
Executive to say what schools shall be ap­
proved and it will rest with them to say that 
any child going to any school which may be 
selected shall be free from any religious inter­
ference which is objectionable to the child or 
its parents. For those reasons amongst others 
I thiuk there is no danger to be apprehended 
from the motion. I believe it will relieve a great 
many people from a grievous burden-namely, 
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that a child who wins a grammar school scholar­
ship under the pre"ent system is entirely de­
barred, if his parents are poor people, from 
making use of it., because there is no provision 
made for maintaining the child when it has to go 
away from home to school. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: Bur:laries are given. 
Mr. GIVENS: How manv instances have we 

seen in Queensland in which children are de­
barred from going to grammar schools because 
their parents are unable to maintain them away 
from home? I know of a full half-dozen 
instances. I say that the scholarship should 
belong to the child, and so long as the parents 
are satisfied, and the State is satisfied with the 
institution at which the scholarship is taken out, 
there is no room for anyone else to cavil. I 
think that members are perfectly right in safe­
guarding by every means in their power the 
unrlenominational system of education. It is a 
grand and noble system of educ>ttion, but there 
is not the slightest fear that this motion is going 
to interfere with it. I challenge any hon. mem­
ber to show me bow it will be interfered with, 
and if he can I will vote against the motion. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE (Mackay): Like 
the junior member for Fortitude Valley, I have 
not the slightest objection to the first part of this 
resolution. Nobody apparently has. It is 
rather awkward to bracket together two resolu­
tions which have no particular connection with 
one another, and which may force a member to 
vote against the resolution of which he is in 
favour, or vice versa. · Hon. members should 
have some lat.itude in a matter of that kind. 
Now, I do not quite understand what is 
meant by the 2nd resolution. The hrm. 
member who spoke last seems to think that 
this is a present made by tbe State to suc­
cessful competitors, at an examination, of a 
spr·cific sum of money ; but if it is a specific 
sum of money, it is a sum of money which 
represents the cost of a grammar school scholar­
ship-namely, £16 16s .. per annum. Does the 
2nd resolution mean that if a scholarship is 
won, the cost of the child's education must 
necessarily be paid by the State, whatever the 
education may be, in any private school of the 
colony? The State knows what the cost of grammar 
school scholarships comes to, but if, as the hon. 
member contends, scholarships must be given 
regardless of the school, then I must remind him 
that different schools have different charges. 
That, I say, is not altogether clear. While hon. 
members have said themselves that it has no 
reference to denominational educati0n, I can 
only say that tho<e opinions are not those of a 
large section of tbe Press, in which it has been 
pointed out repeatedly- I am not giving the 
opinion as to whether the opinions expressed in 
the Press-the metropolitan Press-are right or 
wrong--

Mr. McDoNNELL : Only one newspaper in 
Queensland. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: The hon. mem­
ber may have read all the newspapers in Queens­
land. 

Mr. McDoNNELL: I have not. 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE: Then I deny 

that the hon. member can make tbe statement 
he has made with any degree of certainty. 
Here we are giving to private institutions scholar­
ships, or sums of money, and those private in­
stitutions may, or may not, accompany their 
secular instruction by denominational instruction. 
I am not saying whether that would be right or 
not, but we would be voting- money to subsidise 
these private in"titutions. I agree with the hon. 
member for Herbert that at the close of the 
session, when, as a matter of fact we are really 
not debating these questions as fully as we gene­
rally do-more especially when it cannot possibly 

have any effect this session, even if it is paAsed­
I am at a loss to know why we shoultl commit 
ourselves to an expression of opinion on this 
question. The hem. gentleman will admit that 
this is an academic debate from which no practical 
results will follow--

Mr. McDoNNELL : I arlmit no such thing. 
Mr. LEAHY : \Vby not come to a vote ? 
HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE : I have no dis­

position to talk it out, but for reasons I have 
given I do not feel disposed to vote for the 
motion which might just as well be left till next 
year, unless it will have some particular result, 
which I do not at present foresee, in connection 
with election0ering or voting. 

Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South): The hon. 
gentleman insinuates that this motion has been 
brought forward for elect.ioneering purpo;;es. I 
think such an imputation is unworthy uf the hrm. 
gentleman. An election took place only a little 
whileago--

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLli:: There is anoth&r 
coming on. Catching votes is the practical 
business of hon. members opposite, and it is 
useless to disguise the fact. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. TURLEY : This is not a question of 

getting votes at all. There is one admission 
which the hon. gentleman made which applies to 
all business that is now beingconAidered-namely, 
that tbe House is not giving, and cannot give, 
that attention now to public business which 
ought to be gi van. If that applies in this case, 
it applies to every case that is coming before the 
House at the pre,ent time, and there are some 
measures of importance that have been dealt with 
in exactly the same way. Does the hon. gentle­
man mean to say that this motion is being rushed 
through the House without due consideration being 
given. The hon. gentleman knows that it is not so; 
he knows that this motion has been on the paper a 
number of weeks and has been discussed before 
this session ; he knows that a similar motion 
was before the House last year, but lapsed at the 
close of the session, and he knows that public 
attention has been drawn to the question. 
But he says that the opinion of the Press does 
not altogether accord with the opinions expressed 
by hon. members who are in favonr of the 
motion. \Vhat is tbe opinion of the Press 
to the hon. gentleman? When he picks up 
a paper and the opinion expressed accords with 
tbe opinion held by the hrm. gentleman the 
Press is all right, but when he picks np a paper 
and the opinion expressed is at variance with 
the hon. gentleman's opinion then the Press 
is only tbe opinion of one man who is earning his 
living by writing to the order of somebody else. 
There are papers in Queensland that express 
opinions favourable to the motion, just as well 
as there are papers expressing opinions opposed 
to the motion ; but I take it that hon. members 
are supposed by those who elect them to have 
sufficient intelligence to make np their minds 
without having them made up for them by any 
article they may see in a newspaper. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: That goes without 
saying. 

Mr. TURLEY: Then why is the hon gentle­
man continuaJ!y trotting out the opinion of the 
Press, which is not unanimous one way or the 
other? It is most surprising, when one considers 
that some three years ag-o there was not one 
dissentient voice raised in this House when the 
late Hon. T. J. Byrnes delivered a speech from 
the front Treasury bench that was character­
ised by a considerable number of members of 
this House as one of the best deliverances given 
in this Chamber on the matter of education. I 
remember the question perfectly well, aHd, 
whatever may be said now, the opinion of the 
House:;' that time was just exactly as expressed by 
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the hon. gentleman-that the system of scholar· 
ships was not a system whereby the grammar 
schools should be subsidised in addition to 
the sub8idy they were getting from the State. 
He pointed out that the State scholarship 
should be fur the benefit of the pupil able 
to win the scholarship, and not altogether for 
the benefit of the grammar school in tt1e district 
where it is won. Taking the fact into considera­
tion that this motion covers every smart boy in 
the colony who by applic«tion and by superior 
ability is able to win a scholarship, it does not 
seem to me that he should be debarred from 
taking it up wherever he or his people may think 
advisable. The hon. gentlenun generaliy brings 
forward a series of arguments when speaking on 
a question, but on this occasion he has simply 
brought forwflrd a number of quibbles. He 
says that the value of a ~grammar school Fcholar­
Rillp is £16 16s. ; he ~ays he does not under­
stand the motion; he asks whether it means 
th"'t a boy shall be allowed to go to a school 
where the fees are £26 5s. The hon. member 
knows that thB.t is merely a qnibble. 

Mr. LEAHY: Let us divide. 
Mr. TURLEY: I am satisfied to divide, but 

when these statements are made they get into 
Hnnsard, and they ought to be put right. In a 
case like this it is necessary to controvert those 
arguments. 

Mr. ,J ENKINSON : It is only an assertion. 
Mr. TURLEY: Not one solitary argument 

has been so far adduced to show 
[10'30 p. m.] where this is going to subsidise 

denominational education, and when 
hon. members opposite know that members on 
this side who are supporting the motion have 
pledged themselves to support the present system 
of education, and to extend that system to the 
secondary education, I am surprised that they 
should go on fighting windmills in this way. 
They know as well as I do that hon. members 
on this side, if they thought for a moment that 
the motion would interfere with the nndenomina­
tional character of our present system of 
education, would not touch it at any price. 
We realise that the question of denomina­
tionalism is altogether outside the question, and 
it is on that account that they are prepared to 
broaden the system, instead of Keeping it 
narrowed down as it has been for some consider­
able time. They are prepared to allow the 
greatest opportunities to be given to the boys 
and girls ol the citizens of Queensland who have 
the ability to win for themselves scholarships. 
The State gives these scholarships as an incen­
tive to children and parents to see that the best 
is done in the way of developing the natural 
abilities of the children. What is the use of 
the State offering a scholarship to a boy or 
girl of exceptional ability, and then, after 
he or she has won that scholarship, saying, 
''Now you must go to this particular school, 
because we are already subsidising it to the 
extent of £1,000 a year, and it is necessary in the 
interests of the school-not in the interests of the 
scholar-that you should pay the £16 16s. that 
you receive from the State to help to maintain 
that school?" I believe the sentiment expressed 
by the late Mr. Byrnes was correct-that the 
scholarships should be granted for the benefit of 
the scholar, and not used as an extra means of 
subsidising the grammar schools already in 
existence. 

Mr. ANNEAR: I entirely agree with what 
several other hon. members have said. I approve 
of the 1st clause of the motion, and I move that 
the question be divided by putting the para­
graphs separately to the House. 

Mr. LEAHY: That is not your own amend· 
ment. 

Mr. ANNEAR : It is my own amendment, 
and writtPn by me. 

Mr. LEAHY: I know. I saw someone come up 
and tell you to do it. 

Mr. McDoNNELL: The Chief Secretary did it. 
Mr. AN NEAR : The Chief Secretary had no­

thing to do with it. 
Mr. LESINA: A wily old politician. 

"" Mr. HIGGS: I am glad of this opportunity, 
if the House will permit me, to say just a few 
words, as my position was challenged by an hon. 
member sitting on this side. 

The SPEAKER: Is the hon. member g-oing 
to second the amendment? 

Mr. HIGGS : Yes, I will second the amend­
ment. It was pure accident that I was sitting 
on the Ministerial cross-benches. I had voted 
in favour of the amenrlment, and, thinking that 
a division would almost immediately be taken on 
the main question, I did not take the trouble to 
shift over to this side of the House. 

Mr. ANNEAR : You acted as a free man. 
Mr. LEAHY : Surely it is not worth replying 

to! 
Mr. HIGGR: I am the best judge as to what 

is worth replying to concerning my own person­
alitv. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. HIGGS: The implication was that I had 
done something which no true man should do. 
In voting as I did, I think I showed a great deal 
more courage than some.men who vote with the 
biggest crowd. It is not always n sign of courage 
when a man votes with the majority, and if I 
have an objection to voting for the second por­
tion of the resolution, it is because I know the 
benefits of the State school system. I have seen 
both systems in operation. In my young days 
at school I have known a body of us to sally out 
from one school to combat the boys of another 
school, and hon. members know very well that 
a C<•mmon song at that time was-

Protel:ltaut, Protestant, ring the bell! 
Catholic, Catholic. go to -

somewhere. This kind of thing caused a spirit 
of dissension and disunion which I do not think 
should exist. between Au,tralian natives. 

The SPEAKER : I must point out to the hon. 
member thnt the question now before the House 
is the diYision of the question by putting it para­
graph by paragraph. The general question is 
not open to de hate or comment of that nature. 

Mr. Hl GGS : I asked the permission of the 
House because I thought I was entitled to do so, 
seeing an hon. member attacked me on account 
of my vote -an hon. member who has a very 
high opinion of himself. The opinion he gives us 
is that he believes himself to be possessed of all 
the wisdom of the ancients, aud that he can teach 
hon members in this House from the oldest to 
the youngest. The hon. member is very coura­
geous in certain places, and he has come into this 
Hou8e to-night and attacked me because I have 
resented his insults in another quarter. 

The SPEAKEH.: Order, order! 
Mr. HIGGS: The hon. member is very 

courageous in certain secret places. 
The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. HIGClS : I understand he at one time 

hor&ewhipped an individual, but I have no 
doubt that, if we discovered who the individual 
was, it would be found that he was very much 
smaller than the hon. member. 

Mr. BRIDGES :. You had better be careful, or 
he might "do" you. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I must again call 
the attention of the hon. member to the question 
before the House. 

Mr. HIGGS : I will just briefly second the 
motion, 
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HoNOURABLE MEliiBERS : Hear, hear ! Let us 
divide. 

Mr. HIGGS: As we do not know what will 
be the Gperation of the second portion of the 
resolution, I hope hon. members will vote in 
favour of dividing the resolution, and then carry 
the 1st pamgraph. 

Question put. 
Mr. COWLEY: I am going to give my 

reasons why I shall support the motion for the 
division of the resolution. The hon. member for 
Rockhamptou; Mr. Kidston, said thathecouldnot 
conceive how any honest man could vote against 
the 1st paragraph. Now, I was under the 
impression that that paragraph practically sets 
out the system at present adopted in connection 
with the granting of scholarships, and it therefore 
seems somewhat superfluous here. I know several 
schools that are not State schools, the scholars 
of which compete for, and win scholarohips. 
I have no <3bjection whatever to the first part of 
the resolution, but, fnr the reasons I have already 
given-and which I shall not repeat-I have an 
objection to the second part, and therefore I 
want the question divided. I certainly think 
the objection r>tised by the junior member for 
l\iack>ty, the Hon. D. H. Dalrymple, is one that 
requires a little consideration, and that is: 
What amount is to be given for a scholarship? 
In some schools, other than grammar schools, 
the fees may be less than .£Hi per annum, 
and in others more. If the maximum value 
of a scholarship were fixed, probably I might 
not have the same objecoion to the resolution. 
The 1st p:tragraph may be given effect to, 
and I am in favour of that, because unless 
it is passed, children who have been edu­
cated by tutors would not be eligible for 
scholarships, even if they passed the examina­
tion, as are the pupils of private schools at 
th<· pre•ent time. I think it would be unwise, 
and very ungenerous, if children whose education 
has been wholly paid fur by their parents were 
not allowed to compete for grammar school 
scholarships, and I am therefore prepared to 
enlarge the scope of the scholarships so as to 
make them open to children who have been 
educated by tutors. 

Mr. GIVENS : With regard to what has been 
said about myself personally I have nothing to 
say. I merely wish to make a few remarks with 
reference to the amf'ndment now before the 
House. I fail to see the utility of separating 
the two questions, as they are so inextricably 
bound up the one with the other that they are 
practically the same. The first part of the reso­
lution says that a child shall be eligible for a 
scholarship no matter where he may have been 
erlucaterl, and if any child is eligible for a 
scholarship why should he not be allowed to take 
out that scholarship where he pleases so long as 
the school chosen is approved by the Executive 
Council? The grammar schools, although sub­
sidised by the State, are not State institutions, 
and are not under State supervision. Therefore, 
I contend that it is absolutely useless to divide 
the question. It is trying by a side wind, by a 
mere quibble, to emasculate the motion alto­
gether, and for that reason I intend to vote 
against the amendment. 

Mr. T. B. CitiBB : I should like to point out 
to the hon. member for Cairns th:tt the first 
part of the resolution deals with grammar school 
scholarships as they exist at present, but the 
second para{5raph proposes to change the char­
acter of the scholarships entirely. In fact the two 
paragmphs are somewhat contradictory, and on 
that account I hold that it is right that they 
should be put separately. I am in favour of the 
first, but I am not in favour of the second, and 
I think it is only fair that in a division of this 

kind I should have an opportunity to record my 
vote in favour of the first part of the resolutwn, 
and against the second paragraph. 

Question-That the question be divided, and 
the paragraphs put separately-put ; and the 
House divided:-

A nog, 11. 
Messrs. llurray, Dalrymple, Cowley, Dickson, Finney, 

..A.nnear, Higgs, Stephenson, Lord, T. B. Cribb, and 
Grimes. 

NOES, 22. 
Messrs. Philp, McDonnell, Leahy, Kent, Petrie, Lesina, 

Mackintosh, Jenkinson, Fitzgerald, Givens, Glassey, 
Tooth, Dibley, Kerr, Forrest, Campbell, Bridges, 
Duns!ord, Forsyth, ~faxwell, Ryland, and Turley. 

Resolved in the negative. 
Original motion put; and the House divided:­

AYES, 28. 
Messrs. Philp, Glassey, I~itzgerald, Petrie, Lesina, 

Givens, Mackintosh, Leahy, Callan, Jenkinson. Forsytb, 
Kerr, Fisher, Forrest, Holes, Campbell, Maxwell, BrownP, 
R.y!and, Bridges, Dunsford, Dibley, McDonnell, Tur!ey, 
McDonalc!, Tooth, Story, and Kent. 

Nmos, 10. 
:liessrs. Dicksou, ·Murray, Finney, Cowley, Stephenson, 

Higgs, Lord, '1'. B. Cribb, Annear, and Grimes. 

PAIR. 
Aye-:lir. Dawson. No-Smith. 
Ques\.ion resolved in the affirmative. 

EDUCATION IN THE INTERIOR. 
On the Order of the Day being called­
Resumption of adjourned debate on Mr. Story's 

motion, 'rhat, in the opinion of this House, 
[11 p.m.] it is desirable that the St-<te Education Act 

of 1875 should Oe amended so as to enable 
children outside the influence of the present Act to 
receive some education 

Question vut and passed. 
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION BILL. 

MoTION TO GO INTO COMMITTEE. 
Mr. FISHER (Gympie): Mr. Speaker,-I 

move that yon do now leave the chair. 
The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, Townsville): 

This Bill is of a very contentious nature, 
and there is not the slightest chance of its 
passing this session. 'When I gave up this 
afternoon to private members I under;tood that 
all the private busine~s wonld be over by G 
o'clock and it is now 11 o'clock. This Bill 
would take two or three days to consider, and I 
think it would be much better if the hon. mem­
ber for Gympie would withdraw it. 

Mr. McDoNALD: The Standing Orders are 
suspended, so it is all right. 

The PREMIER: But there is no time to dis­
cuss it. There is a motion on the paper to refer 
the Bill to a select committee, and if that is 
passed we cannot possibly expect their report 
this session. I would advise the hon. member 
to withdraw the Bill. 

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders): I would like to 
point out to the Premier that as the Standing 
Orders are suspended, there is nothing to prevent 
the Bill going right through within the next 
half-hour. There hr~s been quite sufficient dis­
cussion over the matter already, and it is only 
right that we should go straigh~ through wi~h 
the business on the paper. I obJect to the Brll 
being withdrawn. 

Mr. FISHER: I hardly know how to meet 
the suggestion of the Premier. I made an earnest 
attempt at the beginning of the session to get the 
Bill on, and I have pressed it at every avail~hle 
opportunity· and now, at the end of the sessiOn, 
I am asked t~ withdraw it as there is no time. 

Mr. ANNEAR: Did you ever know a private 
member to carry such a Bill? · 

Mr. FISHER : Yes, the Attorney-General, 
when a private member, carried a Bill. of a 
similar character to this, although not qmte as 
drastic. I would remind the Premier that a 
Bill of a similar character to this passed both 
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Houses of the Imperial Parliament, and has 
been the law for the last eighteen monthR, I do 
not see why this should be a stumbling-block to 
us. But I should like to ascertain from the 
Premier whether, if this Bill is withdrawn now, 
he will a~opt it as a part of his programme fur 
next se~u-non. 

The PREMIER : I will make no promise as to 
that. 

Mr. COWLEY (Herbert): I have an amend­
ment to propose to the motion, "That you do 
now leave the chair." The amendment is-· 

That the question be amended by the omission of all 
the words after ''That," with the view of inserting, 
''this order be discharged from the paper, and the Bill 
be referred to a sPlect committee. 

2. That such committee consist of the Honourable 
1\fr. Dalr:ymple, lVfr. Fi~her, Mr. Dunsford, Mr. Dibley, 
Mr. Ourtls, l\fr. Oampbell, and the mover. 

3. 'fhat Eluch committee have power to send for 
persons and papers, and leave to sit during any 
adjournment of the House. 
My object in moving that amendment is this: 
I have carefully perused the Bill the hon. mem­
ber has introduced, and I am confident that no 
committee of this House can amen<i it within a 
reasonable time. It would give rise to inter­
minable discussion, and would occupy many 
mghts, perhaps months. But if it is referred to a 
select committee, with power to collect evidence 
both from workmen and employers, I believe 
much good would result. A similar course was 
adopted in New Zealand with very beneficial 
results, and the New Zealand statute is a great 
improvement on the English statute. The 
English Act has been proved to be utterly un­
workable, and has been condemned both by 
employers and employees. It has led to endless 
and costly litigation, and there is a demand 
from all sections of the community that it should 
be amenden, and amended very materially. 

Mr. GIVENS: I rise to a point of order. Is 
the hon. member in order in discussing the pro­
visions of the Bill and its effect on a motion for 
the appointment of a select committee? 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member for Her­
bert is quite in order. 

Mr. COWLJ!JY : I do not wish to occupy 
much time, but I could read extracts innumer­
able bearing out my statement. 

Mr. McDONALD: L<'t us have them. 
Mr. CO\VLEY : I prefer to conduct my case 

in my own manner, and not at the dictation of 
the hnn. member for Flinders or any other hon. 
member. I am perfectly prepared to deal with 
th" question, and I ha,ve no intention to stone­
wall. But I wish that, if this measure is to get 
on our statute-book, it shall be a credit to the 
House which passes it, and a benefit to those 
whom it is intended to benefit, and not the 
source of endless litigation which it is in Great 
Britain, where magistrates, judges of the 
Supreme Court and of the appeal court, S!ty it 
is imppssible to know what the provisions of the 
mea~ure are, and how they act. Therefore if we 
are to pass a measure which will be beneficial to 
the workers of this country, I say let us take 
time, collect evidence from both parties, and deal 
with the matter in a statesmanlike manner, and 
not place a measure on the statute-book which 
will give rise to endless litigation and dissatis­
faction. I will say no more now, as I do not 
wish to interfere with the progress of business. 
The Bill as presented by the hon. member is 
one which no House could possibly pass. It will 
not effect its purpose, it will be no benefit to the 
employee, and it would be a disgrace to our 
statute-book in· its present shape and form. 
Therefore I beg to move the amendment stand­
ing in mv name. 

Mr. J!'lSHJ<::R: I see the hon. member for 
Herbert has disappeared. I wish he had had 
the grace to stay in the Chamber, after he has 

made assertions that have no foundation in fact 
at all. He was graciously pleased to say that if 
this Bill, as drafted, were placed upon the 
statute-book of this colony, it would be a disgrace 
to it. The hon. member apparently does not 
know that the Bill was drafted hy thA Parlia­
mentary Draftsman, and followed as closPly as 
possible the English statute, except that it was 
nece;sary to suit. our own spPcial conditions. If 
the Bill is a ilisgrace, it is so only to the towering 
intellect of the hon. member. He has discovered 
that the Bill is not only badly drafted, but is 
bad in principle. On the eecond reading he 
declared himself totallv against it, and now he 
comes down, as a friendly critic, to do an 
obliging thing for myself by getting the Bill 
sent to a select committee to put it into shape. 
What kind of shape ? The shape in which 
the hon. m em her desires to see it, will make 
it an effete Bill, that will net accomplish 
what I desire to 9ccomplish, and that will 
not have the same effect as the Imperial statute. 
Is that the spirit in which we are to be met? 
I admit that some hon. members who have 
honestly stated that they would like a Bill 
of this kind to be passed, do not agree with 
every principle which it embraces. But I wonld 
like to say that the Bill as drafted is not more 
drastic than the Imperial statute, but in two 
imtances it allows of a little larger sum being 
paid to the dependents of those who have been 
killed or injured. I tell the hon. gentleman 
again that the Imperial statute was nassed by the 
Tory Government. Yet it is assumed that it is 
too far advanced for Queensland, and that may 
give the people here an idea of the kind of 
Government we have in this colony. 

Mr. T. B. CRIBB : This is not like the Imperial 
Act. 

Mr. FISHER : The hon. gentleman evidently 
has not read the Bill. 

Mr. T. B. CRIBB: I think that was pointed 
out to you. 

Mr. FISHER: I can assure the hon. gentle­
man that the instructions given to the draftsman 
were to follow the Imperial statute as closely as 
he could. For this reason : I think it would be 
better to suffer the ills of the Imperial statute 
and get the benefit of the decisions up<>n it, 
r"ther than to march on the high-sounding lines 
of the hem. member for Herbert to get 
our own local decisions. He told us he had 
carefully considered the BU and found it a 
totally bad measure, but if hon. members 
will compare it with the Imperial statntf" they 
will find it is as close a copy as possible-with the 
exception tbat the contracting-out clauses have 
been omitted, for very good reasons. That does 
not make the Bill not a close draft of the Impe· 
rial Act. He told us there were innumerable 
decisions unrlf"r the Imperial Act, and that 
employers and employees were against it in Great 
Britain. I can tell the hon. gentleman that the 
employers are against it, b,•cause they say it 
afford• too much relief to the employees ; and 
the employees are against it because it does not 
apply to every trade. There is a strong agitation 
in Great Britain now to extend it to sailors on the 
high seas, and some of the shipping employers have 
agreed that that should be done. It is very desi­
rable that a. Bill of this kind should be voted 
upon straightforwardly. WhPn the Premier 
requested me to withdraw it, I asked him 
if he would take it up next session. He was 
not able to promise that, and what then can 
I hope to gain if I withdraw it now? It was 
started at the beginning of the session, and we 
have not yet got to the committee stage. If it 
is withdrawn now we can only begin nextsession 
in the same way, and fail in the same way. 
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'\Vould it enlighten the hon. member for Herbert 
-I wish some friend of his would invite him to 
come in. 

l\Ir. McDoNAr,n: He has gone home. 
Mr. FISHER: Would it enlig-ht<>n him in any 

way to know that a Bill of a similar character was 
brought in in t.he Victorian LPgislative Council 
by Hon. H. J. \Vrixon, the Hon. Lieutenant­
Colonel F. T. Sargooo, and by the Hon,. A. 
'\Vynne. I understand these are names emment 
in the legal profession, 

Mr. TURLEY : S8rgood is a softgoods man. 
Mr. FISHER: According to the gigantic in­

tellect of the hon. member for Herbert, they 
also produced a Bill that would be a disgrace to 
tLe st.atute-book of the colony; and the Imperial 
d1aftsman has done the same. If I accepted his 
advice, I do not know what kind of a Bill I 
would get. If it is sent to a select committee, 
I do not know what chance there will be of 
doing anything with it. If we do send it to a 
committee nothing will come of it; and if we do 
not, hon. gentlemen will see that it does not pass 
this Chamber. What I desire is to see legisla­
tion of this kind po.ss, and I am prepared to 
take any reasonable assistance from any hon. 
member that will enable me to make progress in 
this direction. It is an absolute necessity. I may 
state a case which happ~ned in Gym pie only the 
other day, where a person who has been maimed 
for life has sold his furniture and his watch, and 
pledged all his good8, to test a case in the 
Supreme Court, with the result that he has been 
left a penniless person, and has got nothing. 
The lawyers have battened upon him, and he 
has been' reduced to poverty in an endeavour to 
o-etcompensation. Here is an attem)•t to give such 
~ man a certam specified sum, less than what he 
has paid the lawyers, and we are told that such 
legislation c"'nnot be approved of by the Govern­
ment. I protest as strongly as I can, and I 
appeal to hon. gentlemen who are most in sym­
pathy with it, to read carefully the trend of the 
times, and I feel assured their natural tendency 
to do justice will 0ommencl to them the necessity 
of passing legislation of this kind at the earliest 
possible moment. If I have failed in cunsulting 
the hon. member for Herbert before going to 
the draftsman, and in not submitting the Bill to 
that hon. gentleman for revision before submitting 
it to this House, I h:we failed unintentionally. 
I had nu idea he was such an authority on the 
matter, and that he would have been of such 
great assistance in guiding me to a right conclu­
sion. 

Mr. TURLI<JY (B1·isbane South): The present 
position reminds me of an old couplet--" You'll 
be damned if you do, and you'll be damned if 
you don't." 

Mr. FISHER : This is a serious matter. 
l\Ir. TURLEY: It is a serious subject, but 

the hon. member for Gympie has taken the 
amendment of the hon. member for Herbert too 
seriously. The hon. member for Herbert has 
deliberately attempted to burke the wh:)le 
question. 

The SPEAKER : Order! 
Mr. TURLEY: I wish to point out the effect 

of the amendment, and hon. members can see 
whether I am correct or not. A select com­
mittee can only sit during an adjournment of 
the House, so that if this Bill is referred to a 
select committee now, that select committee can 
only deal With the matter while the House is in 
session. As s"on as the House is prorogued. the 
select committee falls through. It is absolutely 
useless submitting this matter to a select com­
mittee. 

Mr. LEAHY : The motion overrides that, 
M:r. TURLEY; It does not, 

Mr. LEAHY : They can sit during any adjourn­
ment of the House. 

Mr. TURLEY: That is the same with all 
other select committees. The Standing Order 
say' that-

Select committees may meet for the despatch of busi­
nes,:; on any day, except Sunday, on which the House is 
appointed to sit., and also dnrmg any adjournment of 
the House, which ct.oes not exceed seven days. and if so 
authorised by the House, during any longer adjourn~ 
ment ol'the House. 
Therefore, under the Standing Orders, the select 
committee will drop out as soon as the Honse is 
prorogued. The hon. member for Herbert him­
self pointed out that it would take weeks, and 
perhaps months, for a select committee to fully go 
into the matter and put it into proper shape. 
The question is whether this House is now pre­
pared to divide on the matter, and consider the 
Bill in committee, or that it be referred to a 
select committee? If this Bill is referred to a 
select committee, it will only be a convenient 
mode of getting away from the trouble of having 
to further debate the matter this session. That 
is the position. It is no use hon. members voting 
on the belief that by referring the Bill to a 
select committee, they would get more informa­
tion. Hon. members must understand when 
they vote for the amendment, which absolutely 
amounts to this-that the Bill will be thrown 
out so far as this session is con.oerned, and it 
can'not receive any consideration from a select 
committee, because the select committee will 
cease as soon as Parliament is prorogued. 

Mr. McDONALD : ;I object to the hon. mem­
ber for Herbert coming here and moving this 
amendment, which really means the shelving of 
the whole question--

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. McDONALD: And then gettmg his hat 

and umbrella, and running home. Hon. mem­
bers should not do that sort of thing. It merely 
means wast.ing time, and it is not the straight 
thing to do. The hon. member should ha-:e 
remained and fought the matt.er out. It IS 
quite true, as the hon. member for South Bris­
bane said, that" hen the House prorogues the select 
committee will cease to exist, and the amend­
menG is only introduced to kill the Bill. As to 
thH Bill being a disgrace, the hon. member who 
said that was not piling discn·dit on the hon. 
member for Gym pie but on the Parli>tmentary 
Draftsman, Mr. Woolcock, the gentleman who 
drafted the Bill. That was an untair posi­
tion for the hon. gentleman to t>tke up. 
And then he made several bold statements, 
but he was in such a hurry to catch his train 
that he was not present to prove th' m. He 
thought more of getting home to his comfortable 
little bed than of sitting here and attending tu 
business. He pretended to be so sympathetic 
with the working classe" and employees gener­
ally, but he .said tha.t th~ Bill w?uld me.an 
endless litigation. His dP,rre IS to kill the Bill. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. McDONALD: That is clearly shown by 

his amendment. 
The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. McDONALD: If this amendment had 

been introduced into the Bill when it was first 
before the House, I could have understood it, 
and I would have given the hon. gentleman 
credit, but, under the circumste!lces, I cannot 
give the hon. gentleman any credit at all. 

Mr. T. B. CIUBB (Ipswich) : I think tbe hon. 
member for Herbert proposed this amendment 
with the best motives, and not for the purpose of 
stopping discussion. The legislation introduced 
by the hon. member for Gym pie is new legisla­
tion. 
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At 11'20, 
Mr. KERR called attention to the state of the 

House. 
Quorum formed. 

Question-That the wor<ls pro­
[11'30] posed to be omitted stfmd part of 

the question-put; and the House 
divided:-

Aus, 16. 
:Messrs. Dawson, W. Hamilton, Givens, Maxwell, 

Hardacre, Kerr, .Browne, Bole~. ~:lcDonald, D·msford, 
Ryland, Turley, Fisher, Kidston, McDonnell, and 
Lesina. 

No>:s, 20. 
Messrs. Phi.lp, Dickson, Foxton, Rutledge, O'Connell, 

::\iacdonald-Paterson, Dalrymple, Leahy, Bridges, Story, 
l\Iurray, Kent, ~Iackintosh,. Annear, Tooth, Grirnes, 
Stodart, T. B. Cribb, J. Hamilton, and Ch.ataway. 

Resolved in the negative. 
Question-That the words proposed to be 

inserted be so inserted-put and passed. 
Amended question put and passed. 

OFFENCES BY KAN AKAS. 
On the Order of the Day being called for the 

resumption of the debate on the folkwing 
motion:-

That there be laid on the table of the Rouse a return 
showing·-

1. The number of kanakas and of male adults other 
than kanakas in the colony of Queensland, on lst Jnly, 
1899. 

2. The number of convictions for murder, rape, in­
decent assault, and common assault upon white people 
recorded against kanakas and against all persons other 
than kanakas from the lst July, 1892, to 1st July, 1899-

which stood aclj•mrned at 7 o'clock p.m. on 
Thursday, 7th December-

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): I just want to get a 
vote on this motion, and will not detain the House 
more than a few minutes whilst I acld one more 
fact. A week ago a number of newchnm kanakas, 
under engagement by the Mosman Central Mill 
Comp•ny, refused to work, alleging that, as they 
had been engaged by the late field manager, they 
were not bound to work for any other person. Mr. 
Connolly, the Polynesian Inspector, was cnm­
municated with, and that gentleman, with a 
constable named Thiesfield, proceedecl to the 
scene of the dispute. Arrived at the Moeman, 
:l!'irsr. Class Constable O'Connor, officer in charge 
at that place, accompanied the party to the 
mill. Mr. Connolly tried every means to induce 
the boys to resume work, but his efforts were 
futile, until, losing patience, he laid his cnne 
acroHs the backs of the dusky ones within reach. 
This had the desired effect, and the Port 
Douglas Oazette says the boys showed great 
agility in jumping iuto the trucks at hand ready 
to convey them to the canefielcls. Here we 
h"ve a case of fi••gging administered by the 
Go,ernment insrJector. Here we have in Queens­
land not only an exhibition of slavery in the 
canefielcl, hut also an exhibition of the use of 
physical force against kanakas by the Polynesian 
inspector, Mr. Connolly. I have private informa­
tion from an old resident of the district, who 
writes testifying to the truth of the mat'er. 

Mr. AN!'!EAR : Are you sure they are facts? 
Mr. LESIN A: I take as my authority a 

Ministerial organ; and Ministerial organs never 
tell untruths-they are remarkable for their 
veraci~y. I think I am justified in bringing 
forward this matter in connection with the 
anministration of this kind of labour in the 
colony. Reverting to the resolution, I may say 
that after the amendment carried on tbe last 
oceasion when we discu"sed this matter-an 
Bmendment moved by the hon. member for 
Herbert--

Mr. BROWNE: He is a genius for amendmrnts. 
Mr. LESINA: With that amendment I am 

satisfied that my resolution will not have the effect 
pf giving the information in the form ju 

which I desire to obtain it, and that being so I 
ask permission to withdra.w the motion. 

Motion, l)y leave, withdrawn. 
FREEHOLDERS OWNING AREAS OF 

640 ACRES AND UPW AimS. 
On the Order of the Day bc·ing read for the 

resumption of the debate on JYir. Stewart's 
motion-

That there be laid on the table of the House a return 
of the 11ames of all landed proprietors, whether indivi­
duals, syndicates, banks, or other corporate bodies, own~ 
ing 640 acres or upwards of freehold country lands, with 
the area in each case, and approximate value-

Mr. KIDSTON (Rockharnpton): I think if 
this return is furnished ic will serve a very useful 
purpose in giving to the people of the colony 
information which they should have at the1r 
command. I understand that a similar return 
to this was furnished some eleven years ago, but 
that is now out of d~tte. 

Mr. LEAHY: Was it a return giving similar 
information? 

Mr. KIDS TON: It was mbstantially the 
same kind of information. 

Mr. LEAHY : It would cost a lot of money. 
Mr. KIDSTON : The census costs a lot of 

money too. It is desirable that accurate infor­
mation on such matters should be available; and 
even if the getting of tbi" information does cost 
some small sum, the informati·m is so desirable 
that I think the Government may well agree to 
the motion. 

Mr. LESINA ( Clermnnt): I cannot nnder~tand 
why there should be any opposition to the presen­
tation of this return. I think it is the object of 
good government to plaee the members of the 
lAg-islature representing- the people of the country 
in possession of ,.]] the information which it, is 
possible to obtain in a legitimate way ; ~nct I 
think this return ought to be furmshed, 
so that the people of the colony may know 
what is being done with the national estate. 
It educates the pe.oiJle, and if the national estate 
is gradually becoming locked up in the hands of 
private individuals, banking companies, or 
syndicates, the people may become alarmed, 
and demand a change. I cannot understand 
how any hon. member can oppose placing hnn. 
members and the public in the pobsession of 
this information. It has been said that it will 
cost money, but does this Government ever do 
anything that does not cost money? I would 
undertake to say that they spend money much 
less wisely than it would be spent on the 
preparation of this return. 

Mr. LEAHY : The land under 640 acres is 
many times more valuable than the land in 
area• above 640 acres. 

Mr. LESIN A: I have no doubt that a [juarter 
of an acre in Queen-3treet would buy a whole 
country side. It certainly would be a valuable 
ret.urn, and I do not see that objection should be 
raised to furnishing it on the mere score nf ex­
pense, unless thoRe hon. members who object to 
the preparation of the return can prove that it 
will not conduce to good government to supply 
the return, or that it will bo an injury to society. 
Snch statistics should he very useful to the politi­
cal student, as they would assist him in arriving 
at a right conclusion with reg-ard to many of the 
evils which afflict society. It would be money 
well spent. We voted £1,000 to the widow of a 
deceasPc\ Civil servant, and we are spending 
money in a thousand other ways, and hon. mem­
bers vote large sums cheerfully ; but when it 
comes to voting a few paltry shillings for a return 
which will be of value to hon. members, bon. 
members immediately object on the score o± ex­
pense, lf hon, m~ml:Jers oppos~ th!l motia!ll l 
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shall be compelled to come tn a conclusion with 
respPct to the mot.ives which influence them that 
will not be creditable to them. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson, Bulimba): Although the motion may be 
inquisitorial, at the same time the information 
might legitimately be asked for, with the excep· 
tion of the value. The motion as it stands asks 
for information which there will be great difficulty 
in obtaining. In order to arrive at the approXl· 
mate value of property valuers would h:we to be 
:tppointed. It would really be a sort of Doomsday 
Book. A simib,r return was prepared some years 
ago, but I do not know that any use has ever been 
made of it. The preparation of the return will 
certainly in vu] ve a large amount of labour, and I 
am quite certain it will not be corn pleted for the 
nex:t four or five month•. The information would 
not be objectionable with the exception of the 
value, and I therefore move the omission of the 
words "and approximate value." 

Mr. KIDSTON: The omission of those words 
will take away a large part of the value of the 
return. If the hon, gentleman will agree to 
substitute the words " and ratable value" for 
the words he proposes to omit, it will give us all 
we want, as the ratable value is an approximate 
value. It is the value of the land for taxation pur­
poses, which is one of the purposes for which the 
return is asked. 

The PREMIER: There is far more value in land 
under 640 acres. 

Mr. KIDS TON: It would be far better if we 
could obtain the.information for land in areas of 
less than 640 acres, but the difficulty of getting 
that information would be very great. 

Mr. LEAHY : This would not give you a return 
br taxation purposes. 

Mr. KIDSTON: The return would be very 
valuable, nevertheless. 

The PREMIER: No use was ever made of the last 
return that was prepared. 

Mr. KIDS TON : In any case I ask the hon. 
gentleman to put in "ratable value." 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Each local authority 
has its own mode of rating. It does not at all 
represent the value of property. 

Mr. I,EAHY : One local authority has a low 
valuation and a high rate, while another has a 
high valuation and a low rate. 

Mr. KIDSTON: If we are to judge by some 
recent purchases made by the Government, it is 
true that the ratable value affords very little 
indication of the market value of the land. But 

it would Htill give the relative value 
[12 p.m.] of the land in each of the different 

districts, because while some local 
bodies may undervalue and others may over­
value, yet the value they place on the land is an 
approximate value, and the ratable value may be 
got without the slightest trouhle. Without that 
information the return would lose much of its 
value, and I think what the mover of the motion 
meant by approximate value is just the ratable 
value. "If the hon. gentleman will agree to 
amend the motion in that way, I think the 
mover of the motion will be quite willing to 
accept the amendment. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: With the per· 
mission of the House, I will withdraw my ame11d· 
ment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Original question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF Co~IMITTEE. 
RAILWAYS-TRAFFIC BRANCH. 

Question-That £21:!,985 be granted for the 
traffic nranch-sta ted. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS(Hon. 
J. Mnrray, Normanby) : A great deal was said 
}!l-~t pi_ght on the questiou of tlw waiies pard to 

the employees in the Railway Department, and 
he then promised to confer with the Commis­
sioner with a view to try to restore completely 
the remuneration previously received by the 
employees. He had done that, and after some 
considerable discussion, the Commissioner had 
agreed to restore to the workmen on the railway 
lines the full waP,"es they were receiving prior to 
1893, and to reduce the period of probation from 
five years to six months. That was a great con· 
cession, and one which he thought the employees 
themselves hardly expected to receive. It 
ought to be satisfactory to hon. members, and 
he hoped that on future occasions when they 
were putting through the Eetimates of the Rail­
way Department there would not be so much 
dissatisfaction expressed on tbat matter. The 
concession now made would, he trusted, per­
manently remove the grievance which had 
been complained of, and put an end to thA 
continual disturbance and trouble which took 
place on the Estimates. He had another an­
nouncement to make, which was of some impor­
tance to the country generally. Hon. members 
were aware of the severity of the drought which 
at present prevailed in the Western districts, 
and which threatened almost completely the 
Western plains. The trains along the trunk 
lines of the colony had for a long time been bmily · 
engaged carrying sheep away from those dis· 
tricts to the coastal districts in order to keep 
them alive, but the sheAp were now almost too 
weak to be trucked, and the next concession the 
Commissioner had agreed to make-which was a 
very laudable and necessary one-was to carry 
fodder along the trunk lines of rail wa.y at a 
cheap rate, with a view to keep the flocks in the 
Western dist,ricts alive. There were many valu­
able stud sheep and other stock in those districts 
that threc;ten~d to perish, unless some means 
were devised by which cheap fodder could be 
carried to keep them alive. 

JYir. 'vV. HA1IIW'ON: Carried at a reduced 
freight? 

The SECRETARY FOR RATLW AYS: At 
a reduction of 33,j, per cent. At the preoent time 
fodder was carried from the Darlinp- Downs to 
Brisbane at that reduced rate, and when it 
arrived at Rockhampton or Townsvrlle, or any 
other port, it would then he carried at another 
33! per cent. reduction. That would be a great 
boun to the Western settlers, and they really 
deserved it. Very few people were aware of the 
difficulties and trials which beset people in the 
Western district at the present time, and the 
loss of those people would be the country's loss, 
so that the Commissioner was to be commended 
for the Pfforts he had put forth in order to help 
them over the difficulties that surrounded them. 
* Mr. MoDONN.ELL (Fortitude Valley) was 
very pleased that the wages of the whole of the 
rail way employees were to be restored, and that 
the period of probation was to he reduced to "ix 
months, >t concession which the hon. m ern her 
for Leichhardt, who had taken a consider­
able amount of interest in the question, 
would appreci~te on behalf of the men. 
There was one case he wished to bring up, and 
he regretted the hour was so late, because laat 
night he ref~rred to a matter of importance and 
there was very little report of it in Hansard. It 
was a pity that diocnssion of the Estimates 
should begin at this hour, when there was 
practic11.l!y no reporting. The case he wished to 
bring under the notice of the Minister and the 
Cowmissioner was that of a young man named 
Frank Devine, who met with an accident at 
Roma street on the 3rd of .January, 1898, and 
lost his life. He was a very promising young 
m'tn, and a very good servant of the depart­
m"nt. Through the carelessness of some 
official, ~ b;urow had beeP. )eft on the platform, 
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and he tripped nver it, fell between the plat­
form and the engine, and broke his back. He 
had been seven years in the service, and it was 
recognised that he was a man who had been 
faithful in the performance of his duties, and no 
one had a word of comp!oint or reproach to 
make against him. ]from time to time Parlia­
ment had p~ssed votes f<,r gratuities to the 
widows of Civil servants who had been in 
receipts of high salaries. There was the case of 
the late Crown Solicitor, who had been allowed 
practically a gratuity of .£1,000. 

Mr. LEAHY : .£800. 
Mr. McDONNELL: Parliament had always 

been indulgent and generous in this respect ; 
and if it was generous "~>ith the relatives of 
highly-paid official", it should not overlook the 
cases of minor officials. He noticed that in a 
few cases that had been done, and he hoped that 
in this case the Minister and the Commissioner 
would be prepared to give some rensona ble com­
pensation. Devine's father, he believed, was 
in the employ of the department ; bnt the 
deceased, who was unmarried, had been, with 
his father, thP mainstoy of the family. 

'l'he s~;CRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
was fully aware of the circumstances of the 
casE'. Quite recently a deputation of members 
of the House waited on the Commissioner-and 
he was present-and nrged the claim of the 
father to some compensation. The deceased was 
confined to the hospital for about twelve months 
before his death, and during the whole of that time 
hP drew full P"Y· As the hon. member had said, 
the father was in the service of the department. 

Mr. McDoNNELL: RPceiving fls. a day. 
'fhe SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: He 

had another son in the employ of the depart­
mrmt, who, like the father, was earning good 
pay. The difficulty in making compensa•ion in 
cases of this sort was that it would establish a 
precedent. There was a regulation that if a 
man met with an accident while in the service 
of the department, his widow should be com­
pensated to the extent of £50 or .£100; but he 
did not know that there was an instance where 
compensation had been given in the case like 
this. The deputation put the case for the rela­
tives in the strongest possible form ; but the 
Connnissioner could not see his way to accede to 
the request, except at tbP great risk of establish­
ing a precedPnt which might lead to complics,­
tinns and expense in thP future ; and he had, in 
his (the Minister's) opinion, dealt with it fully 
anrl completely. It was doubtful whether the 
circumstances warranted the granting nf what 
was asked. The deceased was not a married man. 

Mr. ANNEAR (lJiarybm·ough) had known 
somewhat similar cases where the widows of men 
killRd in the service of the department had been 
compensated to the amount of £100. \Vhy should 
not that young man's case be treated in the same 
wa.y? 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He did not 
lea.ve a widow. 

Mr. ANNEAR: No, but he had left parents 
behind him who had been put to twelve months' 
trouble a,nd expense in nursing and looking 
after him as the re,ult of the accident to which 
his death was attributable. The compPnsation 
would not come out of the p0cket of the Com­
mis<ioner, and the people of the colony wanted 
to do justice to every case that came before 
them. 'fhis casP would, he hoped, be treated in 
the same way as others he could mention. 
* Mr. HARDACf{E (Leichhardt) had heard the 
statement of the Minister with regard to the 
complet.e restoration of wages with a great rleal 
of saLisfaction, and he was sure it would gil·e 
great satisfaction to the railway employees 
throughout the colony. He would say, in their 
,behalf, that they deseryed the amount of pay 

they were to get. Their work was hard, and 
they had worked loy~lly and well during a period 
of depression, and de~erved now to share in tbe 
increased prosperity of the present time. 

Mr. AN NEAR : Let us deal with this other 
question first. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: Yes, he knew; but he 
wanted just to get this into Hansa1·d. It was a 
wise policy for the department to treat the men 
with consideration, as it would come back in 
willing, loyal, and good service. He hoped the 
Minister would not overlook the c:1se of the 
bridge painters. Now that the standard wages 
had been restored to the men, no more would be 
heard of their grievances-at least so far as this 
question was concerned. 

Mr. MoDONNELL thought that the Minister 
could hardly claim that thA employment of the 
father, who was an old and a good servant of the 
department, at 6s. 6d. a day, and the employ­
ment of another son at ls. Sd. a day was compen­
sation to those people for the loss they had sus­
tained. Some time ago a guard lost his life on 
the Bundaberg line and his widow got a, gratuily 
and an appointrr. ent in chariie of a station on the 
Pinkenba line. That was right, but the rela­
tives of this young man should be treated in 
the same way. Highly-,,aid sPrvants of the 
State were often sick for months and years 
and their pay was not stopped. He saw a 
vote of .£1,000 on the supplementary Estimates 
for the widow of the late Mr. Drew, who had 
drawn a handi;ome salary for years, and they had 
an instance of another gratuity of the kind this 
evening. Gratuities had also been given to the 
widows of men who had been members of that 
House, but when they r·1me to the lower paid 
men, who did hard manual work, there seemed 
to t.e a ca8t iron rule that no compensation 
should be paid to their relatives. He was glad 
the hnn. member for Maryborough had sup­
ported the clarm he had made, and but for 
the lateness of the hour many other hon. mem­
bers on both sides would hcwe been there to sup­
port it. He hoped the Minister and the Com­
missioner would reconsider the position they had 
taken up in the matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The case had been thoroughly threshed out, and 
hP did not think there was anything more to be 
said about it. He had striven to deal justly with 
all such cases. No donbt the parents suffered a 
great loss in the death of this young man, but 
what would have happened if he had n,arried? 
He did not see that his father had any claim on 
the department, anrl no compensation had been 
given in such a caRe before. 

Mr. LESINA (Olerrnont): It was inexpressibly 
shocking that the Minister placed so little value 
on the spntimental feeling between father and son, 
that he used the argument that, if this young man 
had got marri~J, his afflicted parents would get 
no compensation. Yet they had sent 250 able­
bodied, strapping men, the flower of the 
manh<Jod of Queensland, to South Africa to fight 
the Boers, and they had insured their lives in a 
certain insurance office, at the expense of the 
State. Tho"e men were not engaged in any 
work for the State ; they were doing nothing to 
develop the inrlustries or resources of the colony 
-they were simply sent away to pot Boers in 
South Africa; and while the Government 
guaranteed those whom they left behind a~ainst 
pecuniary Ios~, what did they do in the case of a 
public servant who died in the eervice of the 
Railway Department? Nothing; no compensa­
tion was gil·en. The father of this young man, 
if he had married, would have seen him 
occasionally in the flesh, but now all he 
had was the rPmembrance of the son he 
had reared, educated, and su,,ported, and who 
lo~t hi~ life in the service of the St<>te. More 
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should be done in the way of compensation to the 
soldie"" of industry. They had jn"t se•cn that 
the widow of a >olicitor, who had bePn in receipt 
of a high salary, was l4ranteri £1,000; but the 
average man received no consideration. This 
young man received only 6s. a day, and his 
father received the same, after nineteen years' 
service; and yet any adventurer who came to the 
colony and who volunteHred for the 'l'ransva;1,l 
was insured for £2ii0! If that was the treatment 
meted out to Civil servants, not many would 
seek positions in the Government service. 
Queensland should treat her industrial warriors 
better. 

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns): The Minister was 
inclined to be sympathetic in the case of the 
young man referred to, but his symp:.tthy did not 
take. a practical form. 

'l'he SECRETARY ~·oR RAILWAYS: We are 
dealing with the money of the public. 

Mr. GIVENS: He knew that.. The hnn. 
gentleman who introduced the matter, said that 
the young man had lost his life owing to the 
negligence of someone in the Railway Depart­
ment. If a man was working for a private 
employer, and became injured through his 
negligence, he could enforce a cbim for com­
pensation in a court of law, and the relative" of 
this young man, who had been killed through 
the negligence of another servant of the depart­
ment, were certainly Pntitled to compensation. 
It appeared to him that whene,·er highly paid 
Civil servants died the House was ever ready 
to vote large sums of money to their relatives. 
He did not altogether cavil at that, because 
it was ''erv hard for a. family to loee its bread­
winner, but he claimed th>1t the relatives of 
a man who was only getting 6s. a day were 
equally entitled to sympathPtic consideration. 
\Vhat hon. members on his Ride demanded 
was that there should be no fa vonrs shown. 
Although, as pointed out by the Minister, 
the young man in ~nestion left no widow, 
yet his parents and younger brothers were to 
some exrent dependent upon his earning,;. 
The case was a very hard one, and should re­
~eive favourable consideration at the hands of 
the departnrent. He protested emphatically 
agaimt class distinctions being drawn when deal­
ing with the relief of those who were left behind 
by servants of the State. The facts had Leen 
admitt6d by the Mini-ter, and he trusted they 
would be dealt with in a broad spirit <>f fair pla.y. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON (Gregory): He had been 
much struck by the ejacula! ion of the Secretary 
fnr Railways, in 1eply to the hon. member f<>r 
:Fortitude V alley, "This is the penple's money." 
No doubt it was; but when it was proposed to 
!'rant £1,000 to the widow of a man who had 
drawn a large &itlary from the S1·ate, nobody 
protested that it was "the people's money." 
\Vhen it was a question of r,;i"ing the salaries of 
highly paid Civil servants, or granting gratuities 
tu their widows, there was great unanimity on 
the part of hon. members opposite, hut it seemed 
to him that there was infinitely greater reason 
for giving compensation to the aged parents 
of a [JOorly paid servant of tc,e 8tate who was 
killed while in the execution of his duty. It 
would be a graceful and proper act on the part of 
the Commissioner and the Minister tr, grant some 
compensation in the case that had bPen men­
tioned. He was plea' ed to hear the Minister 
say that he wa< going to restore the lengthsmen's 
wages and reduce the probationary term to SIX 
months. The hon. gentleman said the men 
themselves would be snrpriserl, because they 
nevoor fX[JeCted it, but he COuld aRSUre him that 
th< y did expect it. However, as the restomtion 
was to be made, he did not think they w<ml<l 
have much cause for complaint in the future. 
The decision of the Commissioner to make a 
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reduction in the charge for carrying starving 
stock was very wi,e, and he deserved credit for 
it. He knew that through the railway being 
extended thousands of sheep had been saved, 
thrnugh being trucked to places where there was 
plenty of grass and water, and people wer·e able 
also to save their stud stock by being able to get 
fodder hy rail. 

Mr. JkNKINSON (Wide Bay) : There were 
exceptional circumstances in connection with the 
case he br•mgbt forward at an earlier stage, just 
as there were exceptional circumstances in con­
nection with this casP. He said that in all cases 
where people in the employ of the State, and in 
recdpt of low wage", happened to be killed in the 
execution of their duty, through no fault of their 
own, it w:ocs the duty of the State to provide some 
compenstJ..tinn. 

Mr. D A WSON (Charters Towers) asked w hetner 
the Minister was prepared to take this case into 
consideration and give compensation to the 
parents? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: So 
far, the mind of the Railway Department was 
made up, and the application had been r!lfnsed 
over and over again. 'rhe Commissiuner had a 
duty to p•·rforrn to the public, and it was impos­
sible for him to yield to every claim. There 
were certain cases where it was desirable that 
the Commissioner should yield, "'nd in those 
cnses he gave compensation. This young m~tn 
was shunting when he met with the accident 
which led to his death. He was ill eight or ten 
months before he died, and he got full pav during 
the whnle of the time. If the House liked to 
vote £100 to £500 to the father of this young 
man it was the privilege of the House to do so, 
and he hoped a motion for compensation would 
be brought forward so that the question might 
be testPd on it.s merits. 

Mr. BRIDGE8 (Nundah) thought the Oom­
mi <sinner only did his duty in resisting those 
claims for compens~tion. The fath~r had already 
been rein <t•cted in the service, partly on account 
of the accident to the son. He did not want to 
go too far, but there were two sides to this 
mutter. All Civil servants should be compelled 
tu insure their lives, and if they did not take that 
prec .. ution the Government were not to blame if 
they lost their lives and their relatives received 
nothing bv way of compensation. 

Mr. TURLJ<;Y (Brisbane South): He was not 
acquainted with the circumstances of the case, 
aud if they followed the example of the hon. 
member for Nundah they never would know any­
thing about it. As far as he could gather, the 
accident was not attributable to the negligence 
of the lad, but was, to some extent, cuntri­
bnttd to by the negligence of other men in the 
railway service. The Governm··nt apparently 
sheltered themselves behind the plea of 
''common employment." The doctrine of 
"common employment" was that if a person 
was in the employ of another person, and was 
injured through the negligence of another servant, 
he could get no compensati<m ; but that doctrine 
was exploded long ago in England. It was now 
recognised there that if a person received >tU in­
jury through his own negligence his employer 
was not liable for compensation ; but if the 
accidPnt was eontributed to by the negligence of 
other servm1ts of t.he employer, the employer 
was liable all the same. 'l'hat was now admitted 
to be the principle upon which compensation 
should b'' based. Although a man was not 
married, he might ha,·e others dependent upon 
him, and surely agwl parents were as much en­
titled to compensation as a wife. He did not 
say that compensttt;,m should he given in the 
case of every accident, but the system they now 
worked under was an atrociom; one. He believed 
there should be a State system of insuranca. 
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The nucleuR of that might be the insurance of all 
servants of the State, and then the syst~m 
might be extended to include people outside the 
State employ who preferred State insurance. 
Whilst matters remained in their present 
chaotic condition, there would be frequent 
cbims for compensation, and those claims should 
be considered in the most fa,vonrable light, 
because the State should not only sdt the 
example to priva'e employers in regaril to 
wages, but in regard to such things as cl<Lims 
for cornpPnsnt.ion f, r accirlents. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. J. V. Chataway, Mackay): What the hon. 
member for South Brisbane had said with 
reference to the definition of " common employ­
ment" was very interesting, and would be very 
instructive if it bore on the ,case before the 
Committee. With the views of the hon. member 
on State insurance he was very much inclined to 
agree. As the hon. member had said that he did 
not know the details of the case, he (Mr. Ohataway) 
might state that the young man was about 
twenty years of age, and that the case-if he 
remembered rightly-was not one in which the 
person injured was engage l in shunting, or in 
which there was negligence on the part of a fellow 
employee. He understood that the young man 
was running along the platform, and that he fell 
over a barrow and was struek by an engine, and 
that he received such injmy to hi:; back as caused 
a painful illness, which resulted in his death. 
Those, he nnder,tond, were the circurmtanc<''< of 
this most deplorable accidant. An ir.cruiry was 
subsequently held at the hospital, or partly at 
the hospital, and the sufferer himself stated there 
that no one was to blame for the accident but 
himself. He was sure that if hon. members who 
took a particular interest in the case would call 
on the Minister or the Commissioner, either of 
those gentlemen would be ready and anxious to 
show them tbe papers in connection with the 
case, and the reasons which induced them to 
arrive at the conclusinn they did arrive at. 
* Mr. MoDONNELL : The hon. gentleman was 
not correct in his fnc\s. In the first place, the 
young man was twent,y. five years of "ge; and in 
the next place, he met with the accident while 
shunting. He was getting on his engine whi'e 
coming from the Central Station, tripped over 
a barrow which had been placed on the platform 
by one of the officials, and fell between the 
engine and the platform. It was true that an 
inquiry was held at the hospital, but the young 
man, who had his back broken and was mangled 
by the accident, was in a delirious state when 
his evidence was taken ; ani! he was informed 
that when he wished to make some statemPnt 
about the stationmas•er he was stopped by Mr. 
Horniblow, the l0comotive engineer, who con­
du"ted the inquiry. His relatives might have 
no legal claim for compensation, but the higher 
law of humanity should guide the Government 
in such a matter; and the case, which was an 
exceptional one, wa,s certainly deserving of far 
more consideration than tbe Minist<>r had given 
to it to-night. If the Minister would give a 
promise that he would favourably consider the 
matter, be would not press it any further. He 
was surprised at the hon. member for Nundah 
talking about them bringing pressure to be<>r on 
the Commis•ioner, seeing that that hon. member 
was frequently at the railway office looking after 
a reduction of the fares to Nundah, and trying 
to get more train accommodation. All the 
pressure hon. members on his side had brought 
to bear in the matter was brought in the light <>f 
day, and they only asked that the case should 
receive fair consideration. The late Mr. Gill, 
to whose widow it was proposed to grant 
a gratuity of £1,000, had for months and 
months previous to his death received leave of 

absence on full pay for two and three months, 
and in onP instance for six rnot~ths, to recruit his 
health. He did not object to that, but he 
thought that in the present case-where a young 
man who had been receiving only 6;. a day, and 
before that a much less wage, had met his death 
in the performance of his duty-his relatives had 
a very good claim for compensation. The hon. 
gentleman tried to make the Committee under­
stand that, owing to his son's death, the father 
had been reinstated, but that was not the fact. 
He was in the employ of the department for 
six yPars before his son died, and had been in the 
service-with, he thought, two intervals-for a 
perind of nineteen years. He hoped the Minister 
would give some assurance that the matter 
should have C'lnsideration. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
was very anxious to go on with the business, and 
he did not think hon. members could throw any 
more light on the case. If the hon. member for 
l!'nrtitude V alley wonld call on the Commissioner 
some morning when he (Mr. Murray) was in the 
office, the matter could be gone into, and he 
would see whether anything could be done. 

Mr. MoDONNELL: He would accept the sug­
gestion of the hon. gentleman in the hope that 
he would be able to do something. He believed 
the hem. gentleman was desirous of doing what 
was fair. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is what 
T always strive to do. 

Mr. DA WSON: He had been waiting for a 
long time to state a grievance the Northern 
people snffered fmm- those of them, at least, who 
were obliged to travel by the s.s. "Barcoo," land 
at Gladstnne, and take the train there to Bri<­
bane. The way the service was arrangeil was 
this : When the "Barcoo" got into Gladstone it 
met the mail train, and the train ran right 
through. Then there was plenty of accommo­
dation on the train for passengers. Those, how­
evt,r, whu came down in the "Barcoo" and took 
what was called "a goods train" had to put up 
with great inconvenience. He had had exper;ence 
of it on one trip. He had been very bad from 
rna/-rle-rncr on the voyage, and was very weak and 
exhausted bv the time he got to Gladstone. 
He reached Gladstone about half. past 7 o'clock 
in the morning, and was shot off the steamer on 
board the train. The train left at 8 o'clock in 
the morning, and the nParest place he could get 
a cnp of tea was Bundab,·rg, which was reached 
at half· past 3 o'clock in the afternoon. Then 
there was only one little carriage-which was fit 
to accommodate about four people-and ten 
werej;~mmed into it like sardine" in a tin. They 
had to sit bolt upright. They were not even 
able to move their elbows. 

The SEORETA'!iY FOR RAILWAYS: That was 
se, me tin1e ago. 

Mr. DA WSON: No, it was not. The same 
thing was going on now. It was not that there was 
not suffcient accommodation along the line where 
passengers coulc! obtain refreshments, or that the 
trains did not waste time at the different stations. 

Mr. HARDAORE: It is the same on every train 
that comes down. 

Mr. DA ':VSON : He did not know whether 
there was any conspiracy between the caterer at 
Bundaberg a,nd the department ; but the train 
pulled up a long way from the stations along the 
line, and neither the guard nor anyone else 
informed P''ssengers how long it was going t<J 
stop there. At one place it stopped twenty 
m inntes, at auother half-an-hour. At a third 
place it pulled up about 200 yards away from the 
station and renmined there three-quarters of an 
honr. The passengers did not know it was going 
to stop so loug, and, therefore, did not get neoes­
SMV refreshments. On the occasion he referred 
to there was ll.n unfortunate wo~:nan, with two 
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children, among the passengers, and they were so 
much exhausted that he touk the liberty of telling 
her to go and get food, and said that if the 
stationmaster or porter allowed the trtdu to go 
without her he would report him. In that WftY 
he delayed the train until she could get some­
thing. He was told that this was the c•>ntinual 
experiPnce of travellers, and it was evidence of 
bad mana:(ement. There were about a dozen 
houses of accommodation along the line, and, 
notwithstanding all tb•·,e stoppr1.ges, passengc>rs 
were unable to get anything from 8 o'clock in 
the morning untrl half-pnst 3 in the afternoon. 

1\Ir. KERR: The ;\linister always travels in a 
speciftl train. 

Mr. DA WSON: Of course, and so did the 
Commissi• mer. If one of the offieials of the 
department would travel incog., things would 
soon be altered. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
was rather a difficnlt matter to alter the train 
service on that line to suit the "Barcoo." He 
was surprised to hear the hon. member say he 
could get nothing to eat from the time he got into 
the train m Glad stone at 7 o'clock in the morning 
until he g'Ot into Bundaberg at half~ past 3 ill 
the afternoon, because another hon. member, who 
came down by the "Barcoo," and travelled by 
the same train, had told him that he had not 
suffP.red any of that inconvenience. He would 
see if it was possible to providP bet! er accom­
modation for perHons travelling bytbat train. 

Mr. STORY (Bcdonne): He bad come down in 
the " Barcoo" to Gladstone, and from there had 
travelled in the same train, anrl at one place 
which he did not know, but which they reached 
between 11 and 12 o'clock, the train stoj.Jped f<>l' 
three-quarters of an hour, and he went with 
others to an accommodati,m house a little to the 
right of the line, and got bottled beer and a good 
dinner, well cooked, and evidently prepared for 
pas,engers bv that train. 

Mr. DA \VSON: Perb tps the people of that 
place knew the hon. gentleman was coming and 
made special provision for him. 

Mr. STORY : Your small wit is very absurd, 
for they did not know I was coming or who I 
was. 

Mr. DA WSON: They had only to look at the 
ban. gentleman to know that he was a distin· 
guished person, and they would make provision 
for him, naturally. He beli,,ved that a station 
called "Rnsedale" was reached between 12 and 
1 o'clock, and though thPre used to be a place 
there where persons travelling could get refresh­
ment, since the completion of the line to Btmda­
berg and the contract let to the caterer there, 
the people at R0sedalA had even been refused 
p('rrnission to htwe a little stall on the rRilway 
siding at which passengers could get a cup of tea 
and a scone. Another thing tb>l.t struck him as 
peculiar was that the guard of the train did not 
appear to know how long the train woul,J stop at 
any sta ion. Guards of trains on other lines 
went along their train when it reached a station 
and told the pa•sengers bow long it wonld stop. 
The want of carriage accommodation on the train 
to which he referred was the fault of the de­
partment in not providing more rolling-stock. 

Mr. STORY: The hon. member had related 
his experience on a certain journey, and the 
Committee accepted his stotement as "bsolute 
truth. When he (Mr. St.ory) also related an 
ex!Jeri<mce which wa< just "" absolutely true, 
the hon. member had exercised his small 
satire, as he always did, and said that he was a 
remarkable person, a.nd had been prepared for. 
The hon. memher knew that to be utterly 
untrue. They did not know who he was, and he 
bad not taken it upon himself, as the hon. 
member bad done, to st•>p the train and tell the 
stationmaster that if he let it go he wou:d report 

him. He had not made himself so well known 
as the bon. member, but he had had sufficient 
energy to look out for himsdf. 
* Mr. HARDACRE : He bad not travelled by 
the ordinary train, but it was not correct to sa.y 
that on the mail train things were all right, 
bec:mse they were not. That train left Glad· 
s\one at 3 ·45, and di·l not reach Bundaberg until 
8 ·20, and passengers could not get a cup of tea 
on the jonrney. There was no reason why that 
should be so, and be had heard many com· 
plaint" on that line, especially by ~econd-class 
passengers. He hoped there would be some 
improvement in the matters he h.d referred 
to. He also complained that there was no, 
letter- box on the trains running on the Glad­
"tone line, and he thought there was also a 
necessity for a small sleeving car on that line. 
\Vomen and children were bundled out at 
Emerald at 5 o'clock in the morning-Emerald 
"as a cold place-and they had to wait there till 
6 30, and even l11ter sometimes. A small sleeping 
car would avoid that. With reference to the 
Central mail service, he did not complain about 
there being three m~>il trains per week on the 
Central line, but he complained about the ser· 
vice from Brisbane to the Western districts in 
the Central division of the colony. There should 
be some improvement in that service, because at 
present it was rlislocated. He thought the 
trains for the West sbonld leave on Sunday, 
'i'uesday, and Thursday nights, imtead of on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday nights, as that 
would accolerate the service to the West by a 
day on each occasion, and the same thing applied 
to the return journey. Instead of leaving on 
Tuesnay morning, the return train should leave 
on Monday morning; that would make a break 
of a rlay and a-half. 

Mr. DAWSON: Rockbampton is fairly favoured. 
Mr. HARDACR~J: Yes, but the Western 

districts were not fairly favoured. He asserted 
that a passenger leaving Brisbane for Winton 
wnnld get there sooner than another leaving 
Brisb<tne for Emerald at the same time. Some 
six months ago a guard on the Olermont line had 
been accidentally killed while doing his duty, 
and he would like to know if any compPnsation 
had been given to his widow and children. 

The SECR.i<}TARY J!'OR RAILWAYS : 
With regard to all the complaints made by the 
bon. member, he bad travelled on the line 
referred to, but be had heard none of them, and 
had nev<•r suffered any inconvenience. The little 
wants the hon, member had referred to the 
department would try to remedy, hut they 
could not attain a high state of efficiency all 
through the colony in a short time. With regard 
to the gu trd who was accidentally killed, £150 
had heen P"id to his widow. 

Mr. D A WSON aBked if anyt_hing was being 
done in reference to the burning quebtion of 
oupplying special carriages for aliens in the 
North. At. the present; time passengers com­
plained that they had to put up with about 500 
different smells when travelling by train. He 
hoped the matter would receive consideration. 

The SECHETARY ~'OR RAILWAYS: You have my 
sympathy there. I quite agree with you. 

Question put and passed. 

MAINTENANCE BRANCH. 
The SECRETARY :FOR RAILWAYS 

moved tha.t £404,206 be granted for the main· 
tenance branch. There was a very large in· 
crease due chiefly to the relaying of lines with 
60-lb. rails. In the Southern divie,ion there was 
the relaying of N orthgate Junction to Sandgate, 
£3,0fi5; Tonwoomba to Gowrie, £8,535 '; Curra 
to Cro:vdon Junct;ion, £20,000 on account; and 
CroyCion Junction to Maryborough, £4,570. In 
tire Central division the<'e was the relaying of 
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the line from We.stwood to 59·miles, £14,000 
on account. In addition to that, there were 
increases granted to certain officers. In the 
traffic branch the stutionmasters and clerks 
received 8pecial increases to the amount of 
.£300. Then there wtre g-uards, porters, and 
other labourers who received increase•. There 
were sp,'cial classification increases of £1,600, 
and for the special restoration of wages £2,0G8. 
There were also increases in the Central and 
Northern division. 

Mr. KERR (Ba1'coo) asked how the contract 
on the Main Range was getting on? 

The SECRETARY ~'OR RAILWAYS: It is nearly 
CJmplete. 

Mr. KERR asked if any fines had been inflicted 
for delay? He cum;ider.ed that the contractor 
had very little knowledge of railway contracting, 
and that it would be much better if the depart· 
ment undertook the work by day labour and 
under their ow,n inspectms. He should be glad 
to know whether the ::\ogoa and Comet ,brid!l'es 
were to be rebuilt as low· level bridges. Durmg 
flood time the trains were greatly delayed, and 
boats had to be used. He thought the bridges 
ought to be high·level bridges. If they were so 
constructed the grades could be greatly reduced. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: In 
rAply to the hem. member he mi!{ht say that the 
contractor on the Main Hange had been a long 
way over hi• time, but the work was well done. 
It was just completed, although there certainly 
had been some difficulty in keeping the contrac· 
tor up to his contract. It was rather a difficult 
matter to institute a comparison between the 
ccst of ha' ing the work done by contract and by 
the department. In reference to the bridges 
referred to by the hon. member, they would be 
high· level bridges, and there was also a sum uf 
money down for a new bridge over the Dawson. 
As the hon. member knew, the Dawson Bridge 
was a large contract. It was in flooded country 
which could not all be bridged, but it would be 

·a high·level bridge. 
Mr. HARDACRE: He had it cm good 

authority that tbf' contract referred to by the 
h,m. member for Barcoo could have been done 
cheaper and better by day labour, supervi,ed by 
the officials of the department. \Vbe11 the 
Nogoa Bridge was rebuilt, it wuuld be of great 
ad vantage to the locality if there could be a 
footway provided for passengers. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That will be provided. 

Question put and passed. 

LOCOMOTIVE BRANCH. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 

moved that .£316, 718 be granted for the locomo· 
tive branch. In the Southern division the num­
ber of enginemen, firemen, and mechanics was 
increased by 156, and the vote for workmen 
C3ming under that h'"ading was increased from 
£95,000 last year to £115,000 for the present 
year. In the Central and NorLhern districts 
also there was a large increase in the number of 
hands employed, which raised the vote consider· 
ably above the amount granted last year. 

Mr. KERR asked if anything had been done 
to improve the lighting of the engine·shed and 
yard at Rockhampton? He knew that shuntiug 
had been done at night in the yard with only a 
ruof lamp and the men striking matches to see 
the points. That was a state of affairs that 
should not exist. 

The SEC RE r ARY FOR RAILWAYS said 
that attention had bee.n directed to the matter; 
;:tlso to the question of defective engines raised 
by the' hon. member on a previous uccasion. 
They 'Would be inqnirerl into, and steps would be 
taken to do what was necessary. 

t,luestion put and passed. 

STORllfi BRANCH. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 

moved that .£4,628 be granted for the stores 
branch. 

Quevtion put ancl passed . 
'L'Iie House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported 

progress, and the Committee obtained leave to 
sit again at a later hour of the day. 

The House adjourned at ten minutes past 
2 o'clock. 




