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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

TurspAy, 21 NoveEMBER, 1899.

ELECTIONS TRIBUNAL REPORTS.
The SPEAKER (Hon. Arthur Morgan, Warwick)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock,
PrriTioNn oF HreNRY THEODORE BUBECK.
The SPEAKER (Hon. Arthur Morgan,

Warwick): I have to report that I have received

from the Elections Judge the following certificate

of the determination of the Elections Tribunal
in the matter of the petition of Henry Theodore

Bubeck versus John Fogarty and William Heury

Groom 1—

““In the Supreme Court of Queensland.

““ Court of the Elections Tribunal for the trial of
an election petition for the electoral district
of Drayton and Toowoomba, between Henry
Theodore Bubeck, petitioner, and John
Fogarty and William Henry Groom,
respondents.
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¢“To the Honourable the Speaker of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

¢ Sir,—Thepetition of Henry Theodore Dubeck,
presented on the ninth day of May last, com-
plaining of the undue election and return of
Jobn Fogarty and Willlam Henmry Groom,
Esquires, as members to serve in the Legislative
Assembly for the electoral district of Drayton
and Toowoomba, was tried before the Klections
Tribunal on the third, fourth, and #ixth days of
November instant.

““The agsessors chosen by the parties were
Thomas Dibley, Genrge Jackson, Charles
Moffat Jenkinson, John Leahy, Robert Harrison
Smith, and Willlam Bligh Henry O’Connell,
Esquires, Members of the Legislative Assembly.
Charles Moffat Jenkinson, Esquire, was absent
on Saturday, the fourth day of November instant ;
and, save as aforesaid, all the assesiors were
present throughout the whole trial.

“The assessors unanimously decided that the
petitioner had failed to prove the statements
contained in the petition.

“The tribunal determined that the petition
should be dismissed, and that John Fogarty and
William Henry Groom, Hsquires, had been duly
elected and returned for the electoral district
of Drayton and Toowoomba.

““The tribunal ordered and directed that the
sum of one hundred pounds paid into court with
the petition should be pail to the respondents
for their costs, and that their costs should be
fixed at and limited to the said sam.

“ All which I hereby certify.

““A copy of the evidence given at the trial
accompanies this certificate,

“There was not any corrupt practice proved
to have been committed by or with the know-
ledge or consent of any candidate at the election
to which the pstition relates, and there is no
reason to believe that corrupt practices have
extensively prevailed at ths said election.

““ Dated this eighteenth day of November, 1899,

“PATRICK REAL, J.,
““ Klections Judge for 1899,”

MeMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear !

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Dickson,
Bulimba): I move that the certificate of the
Elections Judge intimating the dismissal of the
petition of Henry Theodore Bubeck, and declar-
ing that John Fogarty and William ¥enry
Groom had been duly elected for the electoral
district of Drayton and Toowvomba be cntered
in the journals of the House; and that the
evidence taken in the case be printed,

Question put and passed.

PrTrrioN oF Davip Bownan.
The SPEAKER : I have also to report that
I have received from the Elections Judge the
following certificate of the determination of the
Tlections Tribunal in the matter of the petition
of David Bowman zersus William Walter Hood:—
“Ta the Supreme Court of Queensland.

¢ Court of Elections Tribunal for the trial of an
election petition for the electoral district of
Warrego, between David Bowmun, peti-
gioner, and William Walter Hood, respon-

ent,
““To the Honourable the Speaker of the Legis-
lative Assembly,

* Sir,—The petition of David Bowman, pre
sented on the nineteenth day of May last, com-
plaining of the undue election and return of
William Walter Hood, Hsquire, as a member to
serve in the Legislative Assembly for the elec-
toral district of Warrego, was tried before the
Elections Tribunal on the twenty-third, twenty-
fourth, twenth-fifth, twenty-sixth, twenty-
seventh, twenty-eighth, and thirtieth days of
October last,

Paper.

““The assessors chosen by the parties wers
Albert James Callan, Thomas Dibley, Denis
Thomas Xeogh, John Leahy, Thomas Plunkett,
and Robert Harrison Smith, Hsquires, members
of the Legislative Assembly, Denis Thomas
Keogh and Thomas Plunkett, Hsquires, were
absent on Saturday, the twenty-eighth day of
October, and Robert Harrison Smith, Esquire,
was absent for one or two hours on the thirtieth
day of October; and, save as aforesaid, all the
assessors were present throughout the whole
trial,

“The tribunsl determined that the election
of the said William Walter Hood, Esquire, was
void.

““The tribural made no order as to costs,

“ All which I hereby certify.

“A copy of the evidence given at the trial
accompanies this certificate,

“‘Dated this eighteenth day of November,
1899.

“PAaTrICK REAL, J.,
‘¢ Klections Judge for 1899.”

The PREMITER : I beg to wmove that the
certificate of the Elections Judge declaring void
the election of Williamm Walter Hood, for the
electoral district of Warrcgo, be entered in the
jourrals of the House, and that Mr. Speaker
do issue his Writ for the election of a member to
serve in this House for the said electoral district.

Question put and passed.

The PREMIER: I move that the evidence in
the case David Bowman zersus William Walter
Hood be printed.

Question put and passed.

CRIMINAL CODE BILL.
MESSAGE FROM COUNCIL.

The SPEAXER announced the receipt of a
message from the Couneil, intimating that they
had agreed to this Bill without amendiment.

QUESTIONS.
RESUMPTIONS OF LAND ¥OR DEFENCE PURPOSES.

Mr., JENKINSON (Wide Bay) asked the
Secretary for Public Lands—

1. Ifave the resumptions of land intended for defence
purposes, as notified in the Governmeant Gazette of 29th
July, 1849, been made ?

2. If so, on what date?

3. Who were tho owners of the areas, and what were
the respective amounts paid to each?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon, D. H. Dalrymple, Mackay) replied—

1. 1The resumption of land at Lytton intended for
defence purposes have not yet been completed.

2 and 3. I am not aware what payments have so far
heen made by the Defence authorities; but I shall Jay
¢n the table of the House a return showing the names
of the owners whose lands have been resumed, the
arcas resumed, the amount of compensation recom-
mended for payment, and the dates on which payment
was authorised.

NaTIvE TRACKERS.

Mr., MOORE (Murille) asksd the
Secretary—

1. What was the number of native trackers in the
Police Foree on the 30th June last?

2, What amount out of the vote last year wus

« expended ?

3. fow is the votz of £4,020 for rations to native
trackers administered ?

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J, F. G.
‘Foxton, Carnarvon) replied—

1. 126.

2. The whole.
3. By the Comn oner of DPolice, in providing
trackers and their wives and children with ratious.

PAPER.
The following paper, laid on the table, was
ordered to be printed :—
Return showing land resumed for defence
purposes in the parish of Tingalpa, town
of Lytton.

Home




Pastorai Leases Bill.

PASTORAL LEASES BILL.

SECOND READING,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. D. H. Dalrymple, Mackay) said : In rising
on the present occasion to move the second read-
ing of this Bill, I may say that I proposed when
the second reading came on to provide hon.
members with a map showing on a smaller scale
the information now given in the maps on the
table of the House. The lithographs, however,
have not been c¢ompleted so far, although I am
led to helieve they will be completed this after-
noon ; but I trust that for the purpose of illus-
trat 1ng the country which is to be specifically
dealt with the maps «n the table will be sufficient,
The genesis of the movement which has resulted
in the introduction of this Bill took place
some two years ago. The pastoralists of the
extreme West of the colony—hon. members will
observe the area on the map; it runs from Hat-
ton’s Corner northwards—were very hard pushed
by bad seasouns, distant markets, the incursion of
rabbits, and various other causes; so much so
that it seemed probable that they would not be
able to carry on their business any longsr unless
some relief was afforded them. The result was
that a meeting was held, and Mr, Xield, a
pastoralist of long standing in that part of the
country, was deputed to represent the views of
the pastoralists in the district to the Liinister.
Mr. TField came to Bilsbane, and saw the
Minister, then the Hon., Mr. ¥oxton, and the
matter was referred to the Land Court to appoint
some officer or officers who should inspect this
country, and verify the statements made by the
pastoral tenants,  Mr. Hume and Mr. Woodhine
—both officers of large experience—were in-
structed by the Liand Court foinspect thiscountry.
They made an inspection—Mr., Woodbine
had been over the country before in his offieial
capacity—they inspected the country and
communicated to Mr. Foxten. The proposals
which are now before the House as to rental and
in regard to the other provisions of the Bill are
generally the same a3 those in the Bill which
was introduced last year. In August, last year,
Mr. Foxton, who was then Secretary for Lands,
promised that a Bill would be introduced for the
purpose of granting thess pastoralists some relief
in the public interests. The Bill was introduced
in November, but from various ciuses did not
get further than its first reading. The main
difference between that Bill and the present,
and which probsbly may cause some comment on
the part of hon. members, is that there is an
alteration in the schiednles, It hon. members
will look at the map, they will find that four
runs have been included in this Bill—Palpariba,
Currawilla, Haddon Downs, and Morney
Plains. The division which was propesed

in the Bill brought forward last wear
was that the hound=ry lin: to the enst
should be the 141st meridian of longitude, Hon,

members will find, if they look at the map, that
thers is now an exiension towards the east,
The reason for that extension is that Me, Field,
acting as representative for the pastoralists in
that portion of the colony, pointed out that there
were certain runs in which the conditions were
practically the same as those which obtained
in the runs set oubt in the first schedule,
and that it was thevefore desirable to include
those runs. The d\ﬁicnl vy which = ould confront
anyone in drafting such a Bill, and who has to
include additional country, is to know whers to
draw the line. The first line was a meridian of
longitude. That, of course, could not be an
absolutely straight line, as it would bisect a good
many runs, and therefore the original division
ran generally north and south, but following the
boundaries of runs. I submitted the matter

[21 NoveEumBrR.]

Pastoral Leases Bill. 1091

to Mr. Field, who had inspected the whole
of the counhy, and he said it was true
that those other runs conformed very closely
to the conditious which existed in regard to the
runs already included in the schedule, and it was
advisable to extend the schedules to that extent.
The line which was then substituted for the 141st
meridian of longitude was the old boundary of
the schedule in the Land Act of 1884, The only
difference, then, between the present schedules
and the arsa included in the schedules of the Bill
introduced last year is the inclusion of those four
runs, and the present boundary is a perfectly
definite boundary., It is a boundary which will
enable the Minister, or members of Parliament,
who may be appgaled toas to why A, B, or C’srun
on the east of the boundary hasnot heen included
in the schedule to give the reason—namely, that
they have now got a definite line which has been
recognised by a number of Acts of Parliament.
Although more country has been included, it
must be borne in mind that the country which
has been so included has been already dealt with
under the Land Act of 1884, and divided and
appraised.

Mr, W. Hauirron: That is what makes the
map so puzzling. There is nothing to show what
runs come under the operations of the 1884 Act.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC LANDS:
In reply to the hon, member’s interjection, I may
as well explain the map to hon. members. The
line on the right-hand side which is coloured dark
red is the old schedule of the Land Act of 1884,
The colourless portion of the map is the country
which will now come within these schedules—
that is to say, those under leaze, and which
will ve affected by this Bill if it passes into law.

The country which is marked blue

[4 pm.] is country which has been forfeited.

—Whlth is unoccupied —and the
country which is marked white, and is, at the
same time, enclosed by green lines, is country
which, alth(.ugh it is within the boundary of the
schedule, will not be affected hy the Act, as it
has been already dealt with and appraised. If
hon. members will observe this map they will
s¢e what a very large extent of country-—more
than 28,000 square miles—has been thrown up
and zbandoned. That will show more conelu-
s1ve1y, probably, than anything elss that the
allegation of the Crown tenants in those districts
is not devoid of foundation,

Mr. JacksoN : They are getting the use of it
all the time, They are getting the use of it now.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS :
Go and look about the Roma district, the
Longreach district, the Hughenden district,
or the Winton dlstmct and you will not
find huge areas abaundoned, 'The fact that
huge areas are abandoned prove two things.
It proves, in the first place, that there is no
pructic zl risk of people taking them up—that if
the conditions of the country were betfer, no
person cr pastoral tenant would venture to throw

up such large aress. Consequently it is only in
tha extrome West that you will find such a large
portion 8 one-third or one-fourth of the whole
country, which was at cne time under pastoral
occupation, has been abandoned. That is really
the best possible evidence we can have that
the pastoral industry in that portion of the
country is being cerried on under very great
difficulties indeed, or the country would not be
thrown up. Ths principal object or reason for
bringing in this Bill, apact from any feeling
of sympathy whlch may possibly exist towards
the men who have been out there probably
twenty years or more, who went there with the
idea that they weuld make a profit by taking up
the country which at the time was unoccupied,
and stocking it, and who in most cases have
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been ruined—-apart from any feeling of sym-
pathy which we may have with these men, who
have been fighting against the hostile influences
of nature—against droughts, against possible
rabbits, against heavy advauce» sgainst bad
markets, against bad price s—apmt from that we
have to consider whether it is 2 good thing or a
bad thing for a huge extent of country, which
would make a European kingdom, to be left
unoccupied, or whether it would be better for
the State to consent to take a smaller rental and
secure that this country was more or 19\5 under
oceupation. It is quite evident that if is is not
under occupation it will besome the bre edmg
place of the rabbit because the greater part of it
towards Birdsville is admirably suited for the
needs of that particular animal. There are
sandhills and fi 143 it would be a cort of rabbits’
paradise. It is quite obvious al.o that if the
rabbits overrun this country, if no one is in
occupation it will make it more easy for the
rabbits to attack the inside country. I think
that if by reducing the rentals to some extent
and by making the condition—which is one of
the provisions of this Act—that anyone who is
desirous of bringing himself within the provmons
of this Bill shall be compelled to 2dd to his
holding all that country which was at one time
portmn of it, and has been sinee forfeited, we
can secure that that country will be no longer
no man’s land, it will be decidedly proﬁtable
to the whole of the colony. It is alleged by
those who are in occupation that it is really
almost a toss up as to whether they will he
able to countinue their operations as all. A very
large amount of the country has been aheeﬂ]
thrown up. To continue their operations in the
face of the very bad seasons, a great many
will require mors improvements. They will
require to sink wells,. They will require to get
more eapital ; and i5 is believed by themselves—
and they, I presume, are the best julgrs—that if
the Government shows itself a more liberal lund-
lord, and will make some concession in the way
of rent and give them a tenure of twenty-ons
years, then they will be able to get the necessary
accommodation, and will be able to continue to
hold the eountry. With regard to the rentals
which are set out in the schedule, they have been
arrived at by a man than whkom, T veature tosay,
there are no parsons who have had greater experi-
ence, They are exactly what have been recom-
mended to the Minister by Mr. Hume and Mr.
‘Woodbine. Takingintoecnsiderationthefactthat,
whatever the rentals have been, they havae been
too high for a great many yeavs or the country
would not have been abandoned. If we take into
consileration also the fact that practically the
average rental over the border is 2: 06d. per
mile, and the term of lease forty-two years, T
think you will see th%t apparently, the pl(l")DS&Ib
which are made in ums Bill with regard to the
minimum rental, and with rezsrd to the term of
lease, arve not excessively liberal. The Bill is
not brought in at all in the light of & Bill to give
any particular sop to one class of personsz,  1b
is a Bill which is founded on busin:ss principles
as to whether we had better accept a puce for
the Crown lands which are unoccupied, and I
take it that the dewire of the majority of
the poople of the colony is to sae the
Crown lands occupied in some wuy or other,
Business principles, apart from sympathy, will
lead anyone who is responsible for the occupa-
tion of the Crown lazds of the colony to reduca
the rentals and imyrove a tenaney where we find
that a very large portion of the land belonging
to the State remains not only unproﬁtablv oceu-
pied, but worse, is not being occupied at all. If
hon. members will look at the Bill they will see
that it has been framed with a view of making
such concessions towards pastoral tenants in
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these very far remote districts as will induce
them to continue te carry on their busi.
ness, and will induce them also to take up
and endeavour to reoccupy those very large
areas which they have abandoned. Clause 3
allows tenants twelve months to elect whether
they will come under this Bill or not, and
in this respect it follows the example of the
Act of 1884 and preceding Acts, under which
if tenants choose to take advaniage of the pro-
vision made for them by DParliament they
can do so, and if not their tenures will con-
tinue to exist under the sume conditions as they
now exist. Clanse 6 deals with she conditions
of the lease, and that of course is a very im-
portant provision. It is not only that we make
a bargain that those cenditions shall not be unfair
to those who may desire to take advantage of
them, but also that they should be reasonable as
far as the State i concerned. Clause 5 is a very
important ove, It provides that the Irase under
this Bill shall be for the term of twenty-one
years. 1 may say that those interested in this
muister were exceedingly urgent that the lease
which should be granted should be the same as
that which is granted to pastoral tenants on
the west side of our border—namely, forfy-two
years—but it has been thought - desirable to
retain in this Bill the term of twenty-ons years.
The rent to n with is set forth in the
Gth schedule, and is determined according to
the pavtlvu'ar division out of the se¢ven in which
the property is situated, the rent varying in
n to the capsbilities of the country as
by the Liand Court at the present
time. It is further provided that at the end of
every seven years the rent shall be re-appraized,
and that has this advantage to the Crown, that
if from any cause, which may or may not be
foreseen—if from the apening of railways, or an
increase in the price of stock—the land becomes
more vsluable, the Land Court will not he
linited, as they are under the Act of 1884, to
charging not more than 50 per cent. in addition
to the previous rent, but they «ill be competent,
as they are under the Act of 1897, to charge
whatever additional rent they may deem fair and
reasozable.

Mr, LEAHY:
lease,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
It meens a twenty one years’ tenure, but on the
conﬂit'on that the rent paid is the rent which
t}m Land Court deems to Le the value of the
mnm, or, I presume, which the Supreme Court
?cems to be the value, if an appeal is carried that
ar.

Mr. LEany: There is no appeal under this
Bill to the Supreme Court, nor under the Act of

1597, except on a question of law.,

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICLANDS
There iy another vart of the Bill which some hon.
members may pmbablv eonsider mest important,
and that is clause 10, which deals with resump-
tions,

Mr. JAcksON: A very important clause,

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICLANDS :
That probably will be the most contentious
clause in the Bill. It is provided here that
resumptions may e made for railway purposes,
and that if a railway ix constructed, or approved
by Parliament for co*lstructlon the Governiment
may a any time during the currency of the lease
resume any lands vithin twenly-five miles cn
each side of the line of railway, without any
compensation for such resumption excnpt for
improvements. Now, as I have pointed out, if
the construction of a railway eshances the value
of land held under this Bill, the Crown will
secure the advantage of that increased value,

Which means a seven years’
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because the Land Court, in re-appraising the
rent, is not limited to an increase of O per cent.
on the previous rent, but can assess the tenant
at whatever addisional valne has been given to
the holding by the construstion of the railway
and the Crown will also have this farther advan-
tage, that it will secure a considerable area of
country which may be utilised by small selectors.
Then, again, in the matter of reserves, subsection
2 of clause 10 provides that from any holding
there may be resumed for this purpise zn area of
2,560 acres,

Mr. Kern: That is too small.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
That is all a matter of detail. Of coursei: is
necessary in the west and in other portions of
the colony, as population increases, to resume
arezs of land, and conditions may obtain in
this particular country by-sand-by, which will
render resumptions necessary, and this provi-ion
is inserted to provide the mesns of s .curing those
resumptions, Whether the area is sufficiently
large or not, it is for thé House to consider, and
T merely draw attention to the provizion now to
show that the fact that reserves of some sort or
another are very likely to be requived is a
necessity which has been foreseen. Again, with
regard o roads it is provided in subsection 8,
that any land required for roads may bo resumad
from a holding without any compensation,
except for improvements. The precise amount
of land which should be available for resumption
is a matter which the House will be able to
deal with, and will undoubtedly deal with.
The main objsct of the Bill is really to pro-
vide, if possible, for the occupation of country
which seems fo threaten to go out of occupation
altogether.,
of that part of the country have deserved
well of the State, and as it appears that they
are paying a great deal more rent for their
land than their neivhbours on the other side
of the border are paying, as the country is being
forfeited, and as the matter was Lrought before
the House last year and only failed to go throngh
probably from prezsure of business, it s felt by
the Government that it is a proper thing to
bring this Bill forwaid agsin; and it is hoped
that it will recesive fair consideration from the
House. I believe, in fact I know, that some
hon. members on the other side of the House
take a considerable interest in the tenants
whose cause, as well as the cause of the State,
I am now advocating. The hon. member for
Giregory represents that couniry, and I have
had several interviews with him, and also with
other members of the Labour party, and I
sincerely hope hon. members will come to
the consideration of this Bill without any refer-
ence to the persons who have brought it in,
and will look upon it as a meusure which has
a distinct bearing on the welfare of the country
at large. T may express my regret that I
was not able to get the sinaller maps published
to-day in sufficlent time to atiach them to
the Bills with which hsn, members have been
furnished. I hope the matter will get fair
consideration. I may say that the provisions
with respest to rents and so on have not in
the least been fixed by myself. They have
been fixed practically by the Land Board, and
the opinions of the board upon this point are
the opinions I havs expressed. The hon, mem-
ber for Gregory will be able to tell you some-
thing from personal knowledge of that portion
of the colony; for myself, T can nok, nor do I
presume could my colliague the Home Secretary,
who introduced the Bill before. I have, how-
ever, got the opinions of 3r. Huwne and Mr.
‘Woodbine, who have drawn up their repoit, and
whose report I am now practically attempting
to carry into effect. I have had an opportunity
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also of seeing Mr., Harrison, who has just re-

turned from that part of the country, and who
| entirely confirms all that has been said of the
serions position of affairs there from drought and
also with regard to the difficulties which those
tenants of the Crown occupying that country
have to contend with in the way of drought and
distancairomtheirown market—about 1,000 miles
It is pointed out that they may get odd showers
there, and the rainfall is stated at 12 inches
annually, but in a portion of the country they
have had only 2% inches of rainin two years, The
rivers may come down through tiese blocks once
in every twoor thres years, and they may occasion-
ally get alittle rain, butTam given to understand
that in the last two or three years it has really
been very seldom, and that even if they do get a
litsle rain {o enable them to get some of their
stock fat they are really guite unable to get
them to market unless somebody 500 miles away
on the road to market has also had rain, They
may zeb their stock into good condition, and even
then it frequuatly happens that the road to
mavket is zo dry that they are unable to convert
their stock into money. I am quite sure those
who know the district best will be of the opinion
that the pastoral tenants in that Western
cuuntry have had an extremely hard fight of it;
they are useful to society at large, and are fairly
entitled to whatever reasonable consideration
this House can give them by way of legislation
or ccherwise. [ beg to move that the Bill be
now read a second time,

Mr, DAWSEON: I move that the debate be
now adjourned,

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC LANDS:
I wounld like to say, in answer to the expressed
wish of the leader of the Opposition, if it is the
desire of hon, members that the debate should
be adjourned, Ishall not interpose any objection,
though I should bave liked to have had it go on,
because it is rather important to those interested.
Bub as the maps I promised hon. members have
not been furnished I feel that the request of hon,
gentlemen is one that ought to be concurred in.

Mr. COWLEY : Twould ask thehon. gentleman
if he will see thab thess maps are circulated to
hon. members before the debate is resumed ?

The Srorerary ror PubBLic Lanps: That
is what I prop=se doing. .

Mr, Dawson : That was the understanding.

The SEcrETARY voR Punnic Lawvs: Yes:
that was the understanding., .

Question put and passed ; and the resumption
of the dekate made an order for to-morrow.

SUPPLY.
CHIEF INSPECTOR OF FACTORIES AND SHOPS.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G.
TFoxton, Carnarvon) moved that
[4'30 p.m.] £1,870 be granted for the Chief
Inspector of Factories snd Shops.
There was a net increase in this vote of £466—
an increazs of £482 on certain items, and a
decrease of £16 for contingencies. The increase
oi £482 was made up of an increase of £30 to
the Chief Inspector, Mr. McLay, which was the
must he could get under the Public Service Act.
It would be merely keeping faith with him to
have given Lim a larger increass, because when
he was first appointed it was agreed that he
should reseive a larger increase, but the statu-
tory increase was £30. There were other small
increages: four recsiving increases of £10 and
cne £12. Provision was also made for an addi-
tional inspector at £150, and for the appoint-
ment of an inspector of land boilers at £250,
making a total incieass of £482. With regard
to the decrease of £16 in the contingencies, it
was not thought necessary to ask for more than

was asked for in the present vote,
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My, McCDONNELL (Fortitude Valley) did nob
think there would be any objection to any of the
proposed increases for the officers of this depart-
ment, and he was very glad to zee that an inspec-
tor of land boilers was to be appointed, because
both the reports of the Chief Inspectir showed
the unsatisfactory manner in which the ingpec-
tion of land boilers had been conducted. He
thought the appointment of another inspector
was absolutely necessary, considering that at the
present time the number of persons who were
employed in factories was about 15,000, and the
number of employees in factories and shops who
came under the Act was nearly 22,000, His
opinion had been for a long time—and it had been
the opinion of others—that there were not nearly
enough inspectors under the Aci, even in the
metropolitan districts. There were only six dis-
tricts in which the Act wasin force—Rrisbane, Ips-
wich, Townsville, Rockhampton, Maryborough,
and Bundaberg. He theught, also, that the work
of the factories inspector should be cairied out
not only during the hours the factory hands
were at work, but during the hours that they
worked after which the Civil servants had com-
pleted their work. Those were the houwrs in
which unserupulous people could evade the pro-
visions of the Act, especially with regard to
working overtime, Those were the honrs that
should be carefully watched—after 5 and 6 in
the evening; and considering that the Act
affected over 10,000 per:ons in Brisbaue, they
had not had a sufficient number of inspectors to
see that the Act was worked as he and many
others desired it should be worked, He did not
reflect for a moment on the present staff in the
department. They had a good staff who were
desirous of doing their best as far as was possible.
Bus he had come to the conclusion that there was
a great want of firmuess and determination in
in the department, and anyone who read through
the two reports of the Chief Inspector could only
come to that conclusion. TEmployers had been
coaxed and appealed to in every way to induce
them to work under the provisions of the Act—
to carry out the law. In fact, he came to the
conclusion that the Governinent and the Minister
in charge of the department were not in sympathy
with the proper working of the Act.

The Home SrcrETARY: You are making a
great mistake,

Mr, McDONNELL : He was not making any
mistake. Tf the hon. gentleman was in sym-
pathy with the Act, what had been revealed in
the reports should never have taken place ; and,
at all events, he should take some action to
compel employers to observe the law, which he
(Mr. McDonnell) wounld show had not been done
before he sat down. Undoubtedly a large
number of people were interested in this Act;
it applied to over 21,000 persons, including those
who were employed in shops and factories, and
as it was caleulated that on the average two
persons were dependent on every one of these
people, indirectly there were at least 60,000
people in the colony of Queensland who were
interested in the working of the Act at the present
time. The report of the inspector showed that
there had been cases of open defiance of the Act,
and he could not understand how the Minister
who was entrusted with the responsibility of the
working of this department had not taken action
to compel these people to observe the provisions
of the Act, particularly as it affected a great
many females and youths., He was anxious to
know from the hon. gentleman at the head of
the department whether he proposed to amend
the Act as he had promised, and when he asked
the hon. gentleman that question he replied, ** If
time permits.” He contended that there was no
question which deserved more consideration at
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the hands of the House than this under discus-
sion, ¥or two years the inspector had recom-
mended that the Act should be amended, and
yet the hon. member said he would bring down
a Bill to amend the Act if time permitted.
Time had been found {o bring down the Railway
Works Bill, which had heen discussed for two
days, and the Pastorsl Leases Bill, and the
University Bill, which, in his opinion, were not
}?Xa[f so important as a Bill to amend the Factories
ct.

The HoME SECRETARY : Bub we have got this
Act.

Mr, McDONNELL : That was so; but the
reports proved that an amendment of the
Factories Act would be of much more benefit
to the community than either of the Bills he had
mentioned. He admitted that the University
Bill would be of considerable benefit to a certain
class, The lagt two reports of the Chief Inspector
pointed cut the absolute necessity that existed
for an amendment of the Act in certain respects,
and at this late stege of the session the chances
are ninety-nine to one against an amending Bill
being brought down. If every hon. member of
the Chamber were of the same mind as himself
on the matter, there would be very little business
got through until that amending Bill was intro-
duced. It would be necessary for him to refer
to the report in some detail, because that was the
best opportunity they would have to criticise
the administration of the Act, and to throw
light upon the present state of things in their
factories. In his report for 1897, the Chief
Inspector made the following recommendations,
amongst others :—

That the working of overtime by youths undersixteen

years and fumales on consceutive days should be

limited, and an extension allowed at the discretion of
the Minister.

That overtime worked by youths and females should
be defined s («) all time worked outside the limits of
time et down by the occupicr as the working day, or
(h) that a limit per day should be fixed by statute.

That youths and females should not be allowed to
work any overtirie without a permit from the Minister,
aund that a limit should be set to the duration and
number of such permits in each year.

That females should be precluded from working on
the night shifts.

That an extra rate of pay be allowed for overtime
worked Dby youths under sixteen years of age and
females, and that tea money be allowed if working
after a certain hour in the evening.

That statutory authority should be given to the rule
stopping thc practice of females and youths taking
home materials to he preparcd at home, after having
worked a full day in the factory, except under the
Minister’s authority ; and that all persons taking home
such work be cntered as oufside workers and fuil
details given as in the case of ordinary outside
workers,

That the ¢mployment of youths and females should
be prohibited on Sundays, except on the authority of
the Minister.

That a limit should be fixed for the working hours of
employecs in some of the classes of shops embraced
within the schedule of the Act.

That a certificate of fituess should be provided by all
persons under sixteen years of age engaged in all
dangorous trades, or where any machine driven by hand
is used.

That a limit should be fixed on the number of con-
secutive days upon which overtime may be worked, and
that no overtime should be worked upon the day on
which eleven and a-half hours may be worked.

That extra pay and tea money should be given for
overtime, as recommended in the case of factories ; and

That a minimum wage of 2s. 6d. per week should be
fixed for female labour,

Another recommendation submitted by the Chief
Inspector, and supported by the district inspec-
tors, was that the provisicns of the Act should
be extended to places outside the districts thag
were then proclaimed under it. Yet not one of
the recommendations submitted twelve months
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#go had been carried out by the Minister. Tt
was quite within the power of the Governor in
Council—which meant the Minister—to extend
the provisions of the Act as recommended, yet
nothing of the kind had been done. On the 17th
of last June he waited on the Minister and
requested that he would extend the provisions
of the Act to the different places recommended
by the Chief Inspector in his report for 1897,
and also reminded him that at the end of the
previous session he had brought the matter
before the House, when the hon. gentleman
promised to favourably consider it. The Home
Secretary said he would refer the matter to the
Chiet Inspector for his veport. What the
Chief Inspector’s report was he had no means
of knowing, but he assumed that he could
not logically oppose his own recommendation,
which was that the provisions of the Act
should be extended in the first placs to
the Millaquin Sugar Refinery, the Lake’s Creek
Meat Works, the Ross River 2eat Works,
and similar establishments irmmediately out-
side the districts where the Act was at pre-
sent in operation. Nothing of the kind had
been done. In theprezent report the inspector st
Rockhampton reported that boys under thirteen
years of age, who could not under the provisions
of the Act be employed at Rockhampton, readily
found employment at the Lake’s Creek Meat
Works. In other words, a number of boys were
employed at Lake’s Creek Meat Works, working
very long hours and receiving very little wages;
and, according to information supplied to him,
the sanitary and other arrsngements there were
in a deplorable and discreditable state. The
provisions of the Act certainly needed to be
extended to meat works and sugar refineries
where so many persons were employed ; and
also to shearers’ huts, which no doubt hon.
members representing pastoral districts would
refer to. He had, as he said, come to
the conclusion, and he thought ‘with suffi-
cient reason, that the Government, and parti-
cularly the hon. gentleman administering the
Act, had very little sympathy with its provi-
sions, Let them compars the action of the
Home Secretary with that of the Chisf Secretary
of Victoria. Mr. Peacock went into all the
hovels and places where sweating was carried on,
in disguise, saw the facts for himself, and was
able to give them at first hand to the Victorian
Parliament. Mr, Peacock, in doing that, had
shown a most humane feeling—a feuling which
the hon. gentleman who was administering the
Queensland Act appeared to be altogether devoid
of. If the hon. gentleman had that spirit of
huroanity in him the present condition of things
would not exist, seeing that he had tiie power in
his hands to alter it.

The HoME SECRETARY: To whom are you
referring ?

Mr. McDONNELL: He was referring to the
Home Secretary, and comparing his action with
that of the Chief Seerctary of Victoria, who went
round the sweating dens to find out for himself
the actual condition of affairs. e went round
in disguise and saw the condition of things in
Melbourne and other parts of Victoria, and was
able to come to Parliament and give the facts.

The HouE SECRETARY : Was that not before
the Act was passed?

Mr. McDONNELL : Before the Amended
Act was passed. They had a better Act in force
before then than this colony had «t the present
time, but the present Act in forcs in Victoria
was considered to be the most liberal and ad-
vanced Factories Act in the world, Now the
hon, gentleman had a great responsibility upon
him considering the existing state of things.
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The Houg SECRETARY : What state of things ?

Mr. McDONNELL : The state of things
under which men were allowed to openly defy
the Act without being brought to justice.

The HoME SECRETARY : Where?

Mr. McDONNELL: He would be able to
show it by the inspector’s report. The Act
provided in the first place that a certain amount
of overtime should be allowed.

The Hoaur Srcrerary: Remember that that
was last year.

Mr. McDONNELL : He remnembered that it
took place during the hon. gentleman’s occupancy
of the office of Home Secretary.

The HouE SucreTARY: No, only for a very
short time.

Mr. McDONNELL : The report was dated
18th July, 1899,

The HoMeE SrcrETaRY: Yes; but it only
refers to last year.

Mr. McDONNELL : It was supposed to be a
report up to the latter end of 1898,

The HoME SECRETARY: Quite so.

Mr. McDONNELL: The hon. gentleman was
Home Secrctary at that date.

The HoME SECRETARY : Yes, but I only had
been for a very short time.

Mr. McDONNELL: The hon. gentleman had
been at the head of the Home Secretary’s Office
since October, 1898, They must remem.ber that
under the Act overtime was allowed for fifty-two
days a year, three hours a day, That was 1rac-
tically onc day a week, and overtime was a very
big question indeed. It was an important ques-
tion for those persons employed in factories, and
it had been shown in the inspector’s report that
for the great bulk of the overtime worked the
employees received no pay for it, Miss Smith,
the female inspector, stated—

The overtime was most excessive in Jaundries, where,
among the regular employees, over seventy in number,
the average amount of overtime was 130 hours for
eachh female, one-fourth of the whole number had
worked over 200 hours overtime each, and one woman
had worked 400 hours. In one of the laundries some of
the women worked on Sunday on three occasions during
the early part of the year. In one biscuit factory a
large amount of overtime was worked, five of the
regular hands working an average of 179 hours overtime
cach in less than six months.

Now, that was a clear case, and there were
several others that he would mention before
sitting down where, although proprietors of
laundries were allowed to work their employees
156 hours, they worked them two and a-half
times that amount. In another place an em-
ployer worked his employecs fifty hours more
than he was allowed, and in a biscuit factory five
of the regular hands worked twenty-six hours
overtime in six months more than they were
allowed by the Act to work during the whole
year. In the jam factories, he noticed by the
report of the inspector that no allowance was
made for overtime, so that in the places where the
wages were very low the girls were obliged to
work overtime to the fullest extent, and received
not one penny compensation for it. Theinspector
gave the factories in which overtime was paid for,
and showed that in the jam factories none was
paid. Speaking of the boot factories, she said—

In the bhoot factories the amount of overtime was
cousiderable, especially in two of the largest, where
over 100 femalez worked on an average ninety hours
overtime each. One of these firms had a large number
of females working overtime on thrcc and sometimes
four nights a week, only allowing them ten or fifteen
minutes for tea-time, and working them three and a-
half hours each night, many of the girls being under
eighteen years of age,
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There was anotable evasion of the Factories Act.
She went on to say—

After I had visited the factory, and pointed out the
breaches that were being committed, the employer
applied for permission to work girls under eighteen years
of age at night. This permission, I am glad to say, was
not accorded. In the same factory, it was necessary to
prohibit several employees from working any overtime
after July, they having by that time excceded the over-
time allowed for one year.

Now listen to this—

In the dressmaking trade fully half of the 8C0
employees have worked overtime during the year.
Few of these girls are paid for overtime, and in some
casesthe girls have to provide their own tea when they
work late, and also to pay their own fare home, unless
they prefer to walk at a late hour and when tired from
a long day’s work.

That was another case of an open violation of the
Act—

In the earlier part of the year much vigilance was
needed to ensure conformity with the provisious of
section 88, which section was not clearly understood by
employers, as evinced by the fact that thirty-eight
factory occupiers employed over 200 girls under eigh-
teen years of age after 7 p m. without having obtained
permission to do so. Of this number, four oceupiers
repeated the breach after having been cautioned.

In the first place they kept 200 girls under
eighteen years of age after 7 p.m., and having
been cautioned, they defied the department and
continued to break the Act. Now he would ask
where was the fairness of the department in
working the Act? There was an Act passed for
the express purpose of protecting the weaker
class of employees, and yet the sclfish and
unserupulous persens who broke the law were
not brought to the bar of justice. He thought
there was good reason to complain of the inaction
of the Home Secretary’s Department in not
administering the Act. There was good reason
to complain that it was not administered either
in the letter or the spirit. The report went on
to say—

Eighteen employers have, during the year, employed
over 150 females for more than three hours’ overtime in
one day.

Twelve employers have been keeping the girlsat work
for long periods without any interval for a meal; some-
times from 130 or 2 p.m. until 8 or 830 p.m. 1In all,
over 170 girls were, to my knowledge, so treated.

Nearly 2,000 females worked overtime during the
year, of whom about 80 per cent, were over eighteen
years of age.

I much regret that the number of days upon which
overtime may be worked in any one week is not limited.
T am frequently asked by the girls if I cannot interfere
‘when ’ghey are worked several nights in succession. In
some instances, overtime has bcen worked on four
nights a week for eight successive weeks.

That was in eight weeks employers were allowed
to work their employees 100 hours overtime, and
to stretch the Act to its fullest

[6p.m.] extent they were only allowed 156

hours in twelve months., He ad-
mitted that, as the Act was at present, a coach
and four could be driven through the overtime
clause, and one of the reasons why he said the
Home Secretary had shown little sympathy with
the Act was that he had not brought Jown an
amending Bill early in the session to alter the
present state of things,

T am strongly of the opinion that were it compulsory
to pay for all overtime at the rate of time and a-haif
and also to allow tea-money, the amount of overtime
worked would be much smaller than it now is.

He thought the same. There was a good num-
ber of decent etmployers in Brishane and other
parts of the colony where the Act was in opera-
tion who paid for overtime, and allowed tea-
money, and provided good conditions for their
employees, but in a great many cases the men
who were desirous of doing what was fair had to
compete with men who took every pessible advan-
tage and screwed the last penny out of their
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employees by compelling them to work far more
than the law gave permission. Miss Smith also
said—

The hours worked by femsles in restaurants, confee-
tioners, and shops of a similar character, are still about
the same as when last reported, ranging from sixty to
eighty hours weekly. In many cases the girls work
part or all day on Sunday,

Mr, Crowther stated—

It is evident that in those clazses of factories where
employers claim exeraptions, employees specially need
the protection of the Act,

The liberality of our exemption clauses increasss the

difficulty of working the Aet impartially.
That was another unfortunate provision. Our
Act in respect to overtime was the most liberal
in Austrzlia. In Victoria they allow about one-
fifth of the amount of overtime allowed here
under the Act ; yet some of the employers here
were not satisfied to work their hands during the
first six months to the full limit of the overtime
allowed for the twelve months, but they also
tried to work the same thing for the second six
months in regard to overtime. He agreed that
the recommendations of the Chief Inspector and
Miss Smith and the other inspectors would go
a long way to regulate and largely do away with
this overtime, because if employers had to pay
for overtime and allow tea-money there would be
a very small amount of overtime work done.
Mr, Crowther went on to say—

Among those who have taken advantage of the over-
time exemptions are master printers, who find it incon-
venient at times to eomply with the time limitations
presceribed by the Act for boys under sixteen years.
Some of these do not pay their boys overtime.

1t seems illogical that the Act should provide for the

employer in this matter without empowering the
department to make him compensate his employees for
the strain upon tkemr strength and the loss of their
Icisure. A day of twelve working hours is over much
for these young boys.
He thought it was over much too and he was
inclined to think from information received that
the provisions of the Act could with great
advantage be extended to many placss where it
did not apply at present, and where boys were
workirg 1n newspaper offices very long hours.
This, he understood, applied particularly to some
Northern towns. Then Mr, Crowther made the
followinz recommendations :—

That the notice of working hours should show the
working hours of males under sixteen and females.

That, except to mect unforescen press of work, no
overtime whatever shall be worked by these employees
without a permis, whiech should be affixed in the
factory. The times when overtime may be worked as
an emergency, and also the numbers and duration of
the permits, to be limited.

That overtime be defined as all work done outside
the limits stated on the “Notice of Working Ifours.”

That overtime be paid for at the rate of time and
a-half, and if extending after 6 p.m. that 6d. tea-money
be allowed,

That overtime cannot be worked on more than two
consecutive days.

That the total worked per week, inclusive of over-
time, shall not exceed fifty-six hours, and shall not
extend beyond $-30 p.m., and no work to be done on
Sundays.

That except upon the permission of the Minister in
writing no overtime shall be worked by these employees
after 2 p.m. on Saturday.

No person employed in a factory to be allowed to take
work home except upon the written permission of the
Minister.

That employees be allowed full pay for the following
holidays:—Good Friday, Easter Monday, Queen’s Birth-
day, Christmas and New Year’s Day.

He noticed that those recommendations fitted in
very largely with the provisions dealing with
overtime in New Zealand, Viectoria, and bhe
thought New South Wales, because in all those
colonies overtime had to be paid for, and he
would like before the Estimate went through to
get an assurance from the Home Secretary that
he intended to bring in an amending Bill this
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session—and he hoped early—based on the
recommendations of the Chief Inspector. If this
was the first year those recommendations were
made there would perhaps be some excuse for
the hon. gentleman not taking action at present,
but they were made last year and emphasised
again this year, and he thought the condition of
things with regard to overtime was worse in this
year’s report than before,

The Home SucreTary : It won't appear as
bad in the report for this year.

Mr. McDONNELL said there was room for
great improvemsnt.

The HomE SECRETARY : There was, but you
are speaking of the past all the time, "It was in
the year 1898 that all this oceurred.

Mr. McDONNELL: Yes. The report also
showed that, so far as reports and returns were
concerned, a great many of the factory employers
and shopkeepers appeared to look upon the Act
as a huge joke.

The HomE SECRETARY : They don’t now.

Mr. MoDONNELL: Mr. McLay, in his
report, said—

The trouble given by many shopkeepers at the begin-
uing of last year in failing to furnish the records of
employecs required by scetion 12 of the Act, led to the
publication in the Goveirnment Gazette of an additional
regulation, dated 25th Cctober last, requiring all shop-
keepers to forward their records to the department
within seven days after 1st January in each year,

I regret to say this regulation has not had the effect
anticipated, and the trouble in collecting these records
has been as great this year as last. The forhzarance of
the department in not prosecuting occupiers for
breaches of this nature has been much imposed upon,
and I am reluctantly forced to the eonclusion that it
will be absolutely necessary—if the law is to be com-
plied with in this respect—to recommend stronger
measures in future to obtain the necessary returns.
The hon. gentleman mizht say that that would
not cceur again, and the late Home Scoretary
was very strongly of opinion that the Act shonld
be worked with great caution, and that employers
should be allowed a reasonable time to git a
thorough knowledge of the previsions of the Act.
The Act had now been in force practically for
three years, and they still found the same condi-
tion of things existing to-day which existed
eighteen months ago.

The HowE SECRETARY : Not to-day.

Mr. McDONNELL: Well, according to this
report, it existed up to the end of last year, and
all they could discuss was the administration up
to the end of last year. He did not desire to
see any vindictive prosecutions, or to see people
dragged before the court for infringements of the
provisions of the Act, ¢till, with all due respect
to the department, he believed that too much
consideration had been shown to the people who
had been breaking the Act in a very flagrant
manner. Dealing with shops, Mr. Crichton
said—

A large number of children from twelve to fourteen
years of age are employed in the smaller shops, wherc,
although the work is generally of a light description,
the hours are in many cases excessive,

As usually only one child is employed, it is very hard
to remedy this, there being few children who will com-
plain, knowing that discharge is the result, so that
although the notice of hours shows fifty-two as the
usual working hours, an inspector is morally certain
that fAfty-five to sixty-five would be nearer the mark,
with the result that the child is worked excessive hours,
aud no record of overtime can be obtained. I should
like to see the limit of age of child employees raised to
the level prescribed for factories, or thie compulsory
clauses of the Education Act enforced.

He submitted that to the hon. gentleman as one
reason why an effort should be made this year to
prevent such a state of things by law, Coming
to the question of wages, they found that the
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wages paid last year—particularly in the case of
females—were even worse than in the previous
year. The Chief Inspector, on page 10, said—

The number of females earning 10s. per week and
under last year in the Brisbane district was 1,427 {(of
whom 372 were over eigliteen years of age), as compared
with 1,350 the previcus yeur; aid of these 172 recoived
no pay whatever, as against 104 the yrevious year. The
great and increasing number of persons working in
these trades without pay (the increase is actually 65 per
cent. during the year) must be a heavy handicap to the
many poor people who find it hard encugh towmakeends
meet, and I have no doubt the provision of a minimum
wage would be most beneficial in preventing workrooms
being filled with such assistants.

Miss Smith said—

Out of 800 females employed in registered dress-

making establishments, 1568 were unpaid apprentices,
This does not cover the entire number of apprentices,
for a number of smaller establishments do not come
under the provisions of the Act, and in sueh places the
girls are frequently emplojed as learners and receive no
pay. Intwo of the largest workrooms in the eity, each
employing about the same number of hands, one had
no unpaid apprentices dur ng the year, the other had
thirty-one.
There was reference to a prosecution, but he had
1o wish to publish in Hanserd the name of the
firm which was prosecuted. The Chief Inspector
said that he was satisfied with the result of the
prosecution, but, in his opinion, it was by no
means satisfactory, as the object of the prosecu-
tion was to teach other people that they could
not follow in the footsteps of the firm which was
prosccuted with impunity.

The Hour SrcrRETARY: I think it has had that
effect.

Mr., McDONNELL: The hon. gentleman
must have more information on the point than
he had, and he was glad to be informed that the
prosecution had had that eff-ct. He next came
to one of the most important questivns in con-
nection with the Act—the question of outside
workers. That had given trouble in every
country in the world where they had a
Factories Act, because there was greater scope
for sweating amongst outside workers than
amongst those who were employed in factories
He regretted that the table which was included
in Appendix D in last year’s report had not
been included in the last report, as that table
gave them information as to the actual wages
paid to outside workers; but on page 10 of the
report the Chief Inspector said—

The registration (similarly to other occupiers of

factories) of emyloyers of outside workers as defined in
section 15 of the Act has satisfied cxpectations, and I
believe there is really very little material issued for this
purpose (except, perhaps, to factory hands) without our
kuowledge.
He was not inclined to agree with the Chief
Inspector there, because he had reason to believe
that material reached places that even the
inspectors were not aware of. Prices even lower
than were given in the report were paid. He
admitted at once that it was very difficult in
many cases to detect thix. .It needed constant
attention and travelling about to trace this work
which was given to outside workers, It could
be shown from the report that many of the
persons who took this outside work were pre-
prated to take every possible opporlunity and
take all the advantages they could of the people
they employed. Thsn the report went on—

The register shows 108 firms as cmployers of outside
workers, as against seventy-eight the previous year;
und within the knowledge of the department there
were 523 persons engaged in their own homes assisted
by 121 persons, as against 417 assisted by about ninety
the previous year. This appears to indicate a great
inerease in this undesirable form of employment ; the
increasc is, however, compared to that of employees in
factories, as 24 per cent. is to 27 per cent. in outside
employees

It is rather ahabit with some persons to unqualifiedly
condemn this class of work utterly ; but while there
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are undoubtedly many very objectionable features
about it, it must be admitted that it affords wnany poor
persons an opportunity of earning some money who
would find it impossible. on account of other ealls upon
their time, to attend at a factory. The chief evil lies
in the materials passing through more than one agent
before reaching the person who actually does the work,
so that, although the first perssm to issue the material
perhaps pays a suflicient price to yield a fair wage if paid
direct to thiz operator, before reaching the latter it is
considarably pared down,

This, of course, was the crux of the whole
maiter and showed that in any amending Act
there should be such a provision as wourld enable
an employer to be made responsible for the
that were paid for work that was sent out.

Storekeepers will buy in the chzapest market, and
anmong mercaants competing for their business the
suecesstul man is the one who can sell cheapest. Under
the influence of this pressure cvery expense of pro-
duction is cut down to 2 minimum: ard while pre-
sumably all have to pay approximately similar prices
for the raw materials, there untortunately still remsins
thethelpless outworker as the most compressible item of
cost.

Ditferent msthods have been adopted in different

communities to relieve these helpless people of this
vressure, and secure for them a reasonable return for
their labour, but whether asy of these have com-
pletely suceeeded in their aiins I am unable to say;
cortainly any efforts of the kind here would have to
be made with great cantion, and only after the nost
conclusive investigation of the results in other com-
munities,
He was very much surprised at this paragraph
emanating from the officer who was administer-
ing the department, sceing that in the sister
colony of Victoria it has been proved possible to
suceessfully grapole with this evil, and that it
had been proved, on the authority of the
employees and emplovers, to have been an
unqgualified success. i regretted very much to
find this paragraph in the report of the Chief
Inspector, who tock a grest interest in the work-
ing of the Act, and he should be glad to see him
sent to Victoria to see the result of the operations
of the provisions dealing with sweating in that
elony. If he went to the factories in Victoria,
the sme as the hon. member for Bundaberg and
himself did a few years sgo, and heard from the
lips of the occuplers of those factories their
opinions of the working of the Act, he would Le
able to come back and recommend the adoption
of similar legislation here. i was interesticg to
refer o the facts stated in the report of Miss
Smith, the lady inspector, which showed that
the ounly pnssible way of dealing with this evil
was to have similar legislation to that which had
been in existencs in Victoria for the past three
years, and which, on the evidence of the people
who were interested, had bgen an unqualified
succers,  Mies Smith said in her report—

At the close of the yeur there weve over 500 persons
in Brisbane taking out work to be done in their own
homes, and almest 25 per cent. of these employed an
aszistant
That meant that, so far ag vantilation, sanitation,
and things of that kind were concerned, the Act
was of no effict, and that the ouly thing the
inspector could do was to find out what these
people were taking the work for.  The State had
no other jurisdiction or control over them, Of
course when there were more than one or two
persons empleyed at such places they at once
became factories
bringing the total nwumber of outside workers to
considerably over 6)0-—mostly women—the majority
of whom arc engaged in the manufacture of slop-
clothing—shirt: and trousers chicfly.

Speaking generally, I find little difference in the
prices p at the close of last yeur and those paid
during the previous year, except in th# case of two
emplorers who have recently commeneced taking work
from warehouses, cte., and giving itout again. Oneisa
manufacturer of men’s clothing, and the other of
wonten’s and children’s ciothing and underclothing.
They employ about fifty women between them, and pay
prices below the average.
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That meant that they lived on the labour of the
people they employed. DMiss Smith also said—

In connection with shirg-making, a large proportion
of the work given from warehouses is given to one
person, employing nearly 109 workers, half of whom
are women working in their own homes, and receiving
the following prices :—I'oy shirts, single-stitched szams,
1z 8d. and 1s. 9d. per dozen; mantle seams, 2s. per
dozen; double-stitched seams, 3s. per dozen; and
double-stitched seam= and gusseted, 3s. 6d. per dozen.
The shirts are cus out before being given to the worker,
and the buttons arc sewn on and the button-loles
made after the garmen‘s are returned., The worker has
to supply the cotton.

Tor very similar work, anotber firm are paying 1s. 8d.
per dozen for boys’ shirts, single-stitched; 2s. 3d. per
dozen for men’s singie-stitched; 3=, 9d. and 4s. per
dozen for men’s double-stitched seams; and 3s. 3d. per
dozen for thoss double-stitched thronghout.

He should like the hon. gentleman at the head
of the department to take notice of that para-
graph. It would show him hLow unfair was the
existing condition of things, not only to the
employees, but also to the employers. Here
were two employers taking the same class of
work, and one was taking it for 1s. to 2s. per
dozen less than the other. This showed it was
possible to get a fair wage if there was an Act to
comp-! the unfair employer to pay the same wage
as the fair employer was prepared to
[5°30 p.m.] pay. Those two paragraphs showed
the difference in the rates paid by

those two employers.

The HOME SECKETARY :
difference of 4s. a week.

Mr. McDONNELL : Tt madea greater differ-
euce than that, for if the hon, gentlemen looked
further down he would see that a woman who
had been working for the first employer earned
only from 10s. to 11s. weekly, whereas now she
earned from 14s. to 15s,

The Home SuckETARY: That is only a differ-
ence of 4s.

Mr. McDONNELL : Further on in the report
it was stated how many shirts a woman could
make in a day, showing that the less was about
1s. a day. Dliss Smith continued—

Most of the shirts made by outside workers are of the
cheapkind, and the women frequently complain that
owing to the econgmival cutting out, they have so much
joining of picces to do that their work is materially
inereased, but the pricc for making the shirts is not.

A worker making one doxen of these shirts in a day—
say ten or eleven hours—would earn about 11s. weekly,
or, for a rather better class of work, I4s.or 15s., out
of which thie cotton, rent of machine, and fares for
bringing the work to and from the factory have to he
paid; if the worker walks, as many of them do, then so
mueh time is lost.

Tor slop-tsiloring the prices vary very considerably.
One firm pays 8s. 6a. per dozen for making inole trousers,
another pays 8s, 4. per dozen,

If the wnachining only is done inside the factory 4s.
per dozeu is paid for the fnishing, i.e., felling on the
band lining, the eruteh picee, and the plece to strengthen
1he pocket, sewing on the buttons and buckle, making
the vutton-holes and felling or herring-boning the
bottoms of the trousers.

It takes & woman fully an hour to machine a pair of
moles, and much longer to finish them.

The thread costs about 1s. per dozen pair, aud has to
be paid for by the worker.

'or making tweed and serge trousers one firmn pays

11s. 6d., 10s. 6d., and 8s, per dozen, according to the
quality and size of the work ; another 9s. €., 9s., and
8s. per dozen, while the middleman referred to in the
heginning of this section pays from 8s. 6d. down to
&s. 6d., 5s. 34., and 5s. per dozen.
That showed that swealing was in full force in
the city, and that in order to prevent it it was
absolutely necessary that legislation should be
passed. Again—

For finishing tweed or serge trousers of the cheaper
class, 3s. 94., 8%, 6d., and 3s. per dozen is paid. This
part of the work is frequently taken by poor people to
eke out the slender earnings of other members of the
family, No machine is needed, and part of the work

It only makes a
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can very easily be done by youngchildren. Two or three
dozen pairs weekly is a very common amount finighed
by many of these workers.

That was another reason tor closer scrutiny of
outside workers, who had to work at such low
rates in order to eke out a miserable existencs
with the aid of their children. He would only
read one other paragraph on the question of
pricss, and it was cns which it would be hard to
beat in any of the c.lonies of Australia, Con-
sidering that Queensland was such a prosparous
place at the present time, it was a serious reflec-
tion on Parliament and on the Government that
they did not introduce legislation which would
prevent the state of things therein described.
The paragraph he referred to was as follows :—

Por women's and children’s clothing and under-
clothing the following are some of the prices paid :(—
For making ladies’ walking skirts, lined, ls. 6d. and
1s. 3d. cacli; for making ladies’ eapes, lined, interlined,
aud trimmed, 1s. 9d. each; unlined and of plainer
make, 24,, 8d., and 6d. each ; wrappers, 12s., 0s., 8s.,, and
down to 6s. per dozen ; nightdresses, 9s., 7s. 6d., 6s., 5s.,
and 4s. per dozen ; chemises, 6s., 4s., 3s., 2s, 6d., and 2s,
8d. per dozen ; knickerbockers, 6s, 4s., 2s. 6d., and 2s.
per dozen.

Ed * * * * *

A woman taking out shirts at 2s. 3d. per dozen re-
issued them to other women .abt 1s. 10d. per dozen,
her part of the work counsisting of having the work
brought to and from the factory.

A tailor receiving work froim a large shop in the city

sublet coats to another tailor—also o home worker—
paying him 3s. 6d. per coat. The last worker told me
that he could not make one coat a day, cven with the
assistance of his wife.
Now, he would drop the report, as he thought he
had read sufficient to show that the present Act
very badly needed amending, and that it might
be admiunistered with greater firmness. Overtime
had been worked by women and children, though
the Act provided that they should not be worked
overtime, and during the three years the Act
had been in force there had been only one solitary
miserable prosecution—that of a jam-maker—
under its provisions. TheFactories Act affected
21,000 people in Queenslan., and yet they were
asked to believe that employers were working in
such perfect unison with the spirit and letter of
the law that there was no need to bring any of
them before the bench. He refused to believe
that, for there wasno Factories Act in the world
under which there was such a remarkable record.
He knew it was not a fact, If the past and
present Minister who had the working of the
Act in their hands had carried out its spirit, there
were many employers who should have stood at
the bar of justice to answer for the way in which
they had broken the Act and inflicted unfair con-
ditions on, their employees whom the Act had
been passed to proteet. He did not want to
drag the discussion off the actual working of the
Act, but there were many other things he wished
to say, and which if time permitted he would say
later on in connection with such an amendment
of the Act as he and others on that side had
advocated. The question of sweating and the
minimum wage, and the minimum wage of
2s. 6d. for apprentices, which undeubtedly had
been introduced in Vietoria in the way of an
experiment, had, in the form of the amendmant
which he suggested, been such a success in Vie-
toria that they now proposed in the Victorian
Parliament to re-emact those provisions in the
form of a permancnt measure on their statute-
book.

MeyBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber, he thought, occupied something like an hour
and a-half in a general dissertation upon the
whole question of factories and shops. One
would imagine from the length of time the hon.
member had occupied in riding his hobby-horse—
and the hon, member concluded by saying he
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was going to have another canter later on—that
they hud six months in which to do business in-
stead of one short one.

Mr. LESINA: We are paid to be here.

The HOME SECRETARY : Very well, but
hon. members must understand that if the time of
the Housewas to ba occupied by lony speeches such
as the hon. meniler had delivered—Ilargely con-
sisting of quotations from a decument w hich was
already before the public, and which he pre-
sumed had Leen read by everyone interested in
it

Mr, MoDoxNNELL: I hope so.

The HOME SECRETARY : If everyone
occupied their time at the same length upon the
subject with which he was immediately con-
cerned, they would be sitting next year until it
would be time to commence the new session.

Mr. McDonngrL: The time is well spent.
We have to do something to try to force you to
do what it i= your duty to do.

The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon.
memler wanted to have another canter hw would
sit down,

Mr, McDoxNELL : T am not going to allow

ou to impute every sort of motive to me.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber made hiwself too ridiculous altogether when
he got on his hobby-horse

Mr. McDoxxzELL : Thenk you; I am prepared
to take all your insolence.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber had been very imsulting to him. He had
accused him «f inhumsnity and all sorts of
crimes and misdemeanourg, cruelty, and a dis-
inclination to administer the Act with any
degree of fairness.

Mr. McDonngLL : Quite so.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon, mem-
ber because he said he was ridiculous chose to
lose his temper.

Mr. McDoxxeLL: You are always imputing
motives to everyone.

The HOME SKECRETARY : He was imput-
ing no motives whatever. The hon., member
could not understand the English language, or
he would know that. What he was saying was
that when the hon. member started to ride his
hobby-horse he rode it to death. He had been
doing that all the afternocn, and three-fourths
of his speech had consisted of quotations from a
document which had already appeared in most of
the daily Press throughout the colony.

Mr. MaxwrLL: Are you riding his hobby-
horse now ?

Mr. McDoxnert: I could not have quoted
from a better document.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!
will pleate keep order.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber hiad utterly condemned the dccument from
which ke had quoted., He was not going to
follow the hon. member through the whole of his
long disquisition. He bad too much respect for
the House and for its time to do so ; but there were
one or two points upon which the hon. member
would probably be surprised to hear that he
agreed with the hon. member, and was inclined
to dispgree with the conclusions arrived at by
the Chief Inspector, ¢specially in regard to the
question of sweating, The hon. gentleman had
told the Commitiee that the present Govern-
ment, and especially himself, had no sympathy
with the Act. He told the hon. member he was
mistaken, and thoe hon. member had the
effrontery to tell him that he was saying what
was not true.

Mr. McDoxxEeLL: No.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes, the hon.
member did, and in a very marked way. The
hon. member could very seldom apparently
speak of himself without saying things whicb he

Hon., members
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thought the hon, member would not be prepared
to say outside. The hon. member would perhaps
be surprised to hear that his views with respect
to future legislation on the =ubject very largely
coincided with his own. The hon. member com-
plained of the answer he had piven him the other
day, that if time permitted he would be prepared
to introduce an amending Bill. That was a
perfectly correct answer, and the hon. member
surely understood that hon. members desired that
the House should rise before Christmas, If
Parliament msde up its mind to sit on into next
year he would be prepared to introduce that Bill,
Ho had it by his side.

Mr, McDoxxELL: Why don’t you introduce it?

Mr. Grassuy: I do not want to sit on into
next year. I want to rise before Christmas.

The HOME SECRETARY: That was the
general consensus of opinion, bub it would be
quite impossible for them to do so if every hon.
member who had a hobby-horse to ride rode it
at the length the hon, member for Fortitude
Valley had ridden his that afternomn. He
would be prepared to introduecs the amending
Bill to-morrow if he thought there was the
slightest possibility of passing it that session,
but he was perfectly certain there was not.
There were certain measures it was sbsolutely
necessary they should get through this session,
measuresin whichtheinterests of the whole colony
were involved.  Oune of them, in which the hon.
member presumably took a great deal of interest,
was on the stocks, and had passed its second
reading. It was impossible for them to do all
they desired to do in the short time at their dis-
pasal, and while there might be something in
what the hon. member had said if it was a ques-
tion of the original introduction of a Factories
and Shops Bill, it should be remembered that
they already had something to go upon under
which he ventured to say very good work was
being done, though he admisted there was room
for improvement, He had an amending Bill by
his -ide, but there was no use in cecupying time
in introducing it when they knew it could not be
passed that session,

Mr. McDoNNELL: Surely it is as important s
other Bills introduced ?

The HOMI SECRETARY : No. The sub-
jeet was just as important probab'y, but the other
Bills affected the colony as a whole, and were
connected with matters upon which the legisla-
tion proposed was new or introduced new prin-
ciples, while that was a question of introducing
a Bill amending an Act which they had already,
and under which they were doing good work.

. Mr. McDoxxern: It was called for by the
inspector’s renort, -

The HOMK SECRETARY : He would be
very glad to introduce an amending measure
when the opportunity arosa which would enable
him to carry it through, but there was no possi-
bility of carrying it through this session. The
hon. member had given hon. members an idea of
the discussion that would take place on such
legislation by his speech that afternoon, Hehad
promised that there would be no divcussion on
the proposed legislation, but he had promised more
than he would be able to perform, and there
would probably be a good deal of discussion on
the more drastic measure the Government pro-
posed to introduce. So much for the non-intro-
duction of the amending Bill, Speaking gener-
ally, the hon, member had not done justice either
to himself or the Government.  With regard to
this matter the hon. member gaid that he had
shown no sympathy with the Act, and that he
had not shown any firmness in itz administra-
tion. He had told the hon wember that
he was mistaken, but he would not believe
it. The hon. member had been quoting from a
report on a state of things which terminated on
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the 31st December, 1898—ten months ago, and
he (Mr. Joxton) had not been in office much
more than two months at that time. He was not
one of those who could plunge into a new subject
and grasp all its details at a moment’s notice,
beesuse one required to feel his way before
putting his foot down in counection with such
important legislation as this, One of his first
instructions to the Chief Inspector—who would
bear him out—was that the law was to be carried
out as strictly as possible, and he believed that
it had been carried out with much more strict-
ness than previously. He did not say this by
way of casting any reflection on the hon.
gentleman who praceded him in the adminis-
tration of the Act, but he thought that the
period of caution maugurated by Sir Horace
Tozer at the initiation of this legislation had
expirel—that it was time that employers had
acquired a knowledge of what was required of
them by the Act. He was not prepared to
express any opinion as to whether too much
leniency had been shown in the first instance,
for it was all done with the very best intention.
It was hoped that by a lenient administration of
the Act that employers would cheerfully and
gradual'y realise amongst themselves the obliga-
tions thrown upon them by the legislation which
had been passed. The inspectors, and the Chief
Inspector especially, took iinmense pains in going
round to the different employ ers, and even filled
in forms for them which they should bhave
filled in themselves without any assistance.
While this was done with the best inten-
tions, he thought it had rather a tendency to
spoil the employers, However, when the time
came for a more striet interpretation and a more
strict administration of the law, almost all the
employers concerned ro:e to the occasion and
fell in with the views of the Chief Inspector,
without giving anything like the amount of
trouble that had previously been experienced.
He hoped that when the repmt of the Chief
Inspector for next year came to be read, that the
hon. member for Fortitude Valley would admit
that he had done him an injustice by imputing
to him «n absolute disregard of the administra-
tion of the Act, and by saying that he had not
administered the provisions of the Act with
{airness and firmness,

Mr. MeDonsELL : I shall be only too glad to
admit it if it is so. There is one matter you
might refer to—that is the extension of the pro-
visions of the Act.

The HOMH SECRETARY : There were
ditficulties with regard to that—difficulties as to
the selection of the particular localities which
should be brought under the provisions of the
Act, The matter had been under consideration
for some weeks.

Mr. Groox : Is Toowoomba included ?

The HOME SECRETARY: Toowoomba
probably would be one,

Mr. Grooxm: It is very badly wanted bhere.
The people are asking for it,

The HOME SECRETARY: He knew it
was ; but he desired to arrive at some basis on
which the extensions could be accomplished.
The bon. member for Fortitude Valley had very
naturally referred to establishments which were
in isolated localities, butb it was a matter for con-
sideration as to how far the working of the
Act could be extended to these establishments,
which were not in the immediate vicinity of an
inspector. There were several difficulties in the
vay, but he assured hon. members that he was
endeavouring to arrive at some satisfactory basis
on which these extensions could be made in the
various districts. He admitted that this might
have been done earlier, but hon, members must
understand that he had to take into consideration
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a number of other very important questions from
time to time, and every matter had to take its
turn.

Mr. McDoNNELL : T brought this matter up
twelve months ago.

The HOME SECRETARY : Quite =0 ; but
he had numerous matters to deal with, one of
which had compelled him to take a long trip, and
other matters had intervened. He assured hon.
members that this matter was now having the
fullest consideration, and he had even approached
his colleagues with regard to bringing it to a final
and definite isyue. He would be very glad to see
an amending Bill introduced, but until that
was the case they would have to be content with
the law as it was at present, He was certain
that excellent work had been done. The hon.
member for Fortitude Valley complained that a
certain prosecution he had referred to had not
been a lesson to employers, but he thought that
that prosecution had had excellent results, and
also that employers were much more ready to
comply with the provisions of the Act than they
were last year. There was a marked improve-
ment.in that respect. If the hon. member next
year reviewed the work of this year, as he had
reviewed the work of the present year, he would
be prepared to admit that such was the case.

Mr. FOGARTY (Drayton and Toowoomba)

said he should be very pleased to
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see the provisions of the Shops and

Factories Act extended to Too-
woomba, which was a very important centre,
with a population of some 16,000, From personal
knowledge he could say that youths of both
sexes were compelled to work in places totally
unsuitable both as to space and sanitary condi-
tions. Those who employed them were making
a considerable amount per annum, and gave, in
some cases, nothing in return. There was a
case, well known to the medieal profession in
Toowoomba, where a fine young woman entered
a certain factory, and in four months, owing to
the conditions under which she laboured, she
became a physical wreck, and the chances were
that she would never regain the strength she
formerly possessed. It was well known that
girls engaged in dressmaking work received no
remunerabion whatever for the first nine months,
and the Home Secretary might very well make
some regulation whereby the employer should be
compelled to pay those girls a small wage during
that perind. But rome employers were so un-
principled and so devoid of the milk of human
kindness that at the expiration of the nine
months those girls’ services were dispensed with
and a fresh batch wers taken on. That was not
a proper state of affairs, and he did not think
the Home Secretary would countenance such a
thing if there was sufiicient machinecy at his
disposal to remedy it. If not, he trusted it
would be provided by Parliament immediately.
It was possible there might Le some expense
entailed by the extension of the provisions of the
Act to other centres; but even so, the money
would be very well spent. Fumane employers
would have nothing to fear from the operation
of the Act; it was not they whom he had iv his
mind. He referred more especially to the boot
factories—not to individual shoemakers or to
retail shops—of which there weve two or three,
or perhaps more, in Toowoomba employing a
large number of hands. He had seen them
leaving work night after night, and having
known many of them for a lerg time, he
could say that they had not the same healthy
appearance they had previous to entering into
those factories, He had omitted to say thatinthe
dressmaking establishments, after nine months’
service, the girls who showed themselves experts
received the princely wage of 23, 6d. per week.
That wasin “sunny Queensland.” If they werenot
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experts they did not get even that; theirservices
were dispensed with, It often happened that
from some unfereseen circumstance, perhaps the
death of the breadwinner, a widow was com-
pelled to send her children to some employment
for the purpose of keeping the wolf from the
door; and it was the duty of Parliament to
protect such people, and such, he believed, was
the intentvion of Parliament when the Act was
passed,  Now that he had drawn attention to
the fact—and not one of his statements was
over-coloured—he hoped the Home Secretary
would extend the provisions of the Act to
Toowoomba. It would be a benefit to the
employees concerned and to the people of the
district, who would know that employers were
compelled by law, whether so disposed or not,
to consider their employees as human beings,
If the fact of his having drawn attention to
these facts in the Chamber was not sufficient to
get the Aot extended to Toowoomba, he trusted
the hon. gentleman would inform him, either
publicly or privately, what steps should be taken
to get the Act so extended, and he might rely
upon it that the application would be made.

Mr. KERR hoped that in the promised
amending Bill provision would be mads to bring
shearing sheds snd shearers’ huts under the Act.
He had drawn attention to this matter on various
occasions, When the Governor and Lady
Lamington visited Barcaldine Station, Lady
Lamington appeared to take a great inferest in
the accommodation provided for the men. She
not only inspected the place where the cooking
was carried on, but expressed a strong desire to
sea the sleeping acenmmodation, and he did not
think that what she saw could have impressed
her very favourably. He would like to read an
extract from the Western Champion, giving an
account of one shed—

A short distanee from the woolshed and from each
other are the shearers’ and labourers’ huts; these huts,
a4 aforesaid, being iron shells. They are without floors
or varandas, but are each provided with roomy, open
fireplaces, and are divided into what in #eotland, I
belisve, would be called a butt and a ben—that is to
say, into two apartments, one given over to slecping
accommodation, the other beirgused as a feeding place—
the terms dining or measing being too wsthetic in this
conunection. The sleeping space is fitted up much
after the manner of cold-time immigrant ships—
that is to say, there are tiers of bunks down the sides,
tiers of bunks down the centre, and spare space nowhere.
Outside each hut, and distant about ten yards frem its
door, is a triangular sheep pon, and alongside a gallows
of the time-honoured fork and lever type, for Gre:sing
earcasses upon, the offal from which is buried on the
spot, or left unburied at the diseretion of whosoever
may feel disposed to take action in the matter. Mid-
way betwesn the two huts is a latrine, but description
of this detail must be either untruthful or unprintable;
suffice it to say that it is grotesquely unsuited to the
parpose for which it was construcied.

That was written by the special correspondent of
the Western Champion, and published in a paper
which had a large circulation iu the district, and
he might say that if it was not a truthful record
the manager or owners would have very promptly
contradisted it. He had previously d atton-
tion in the House to the existing conditions
ab Oakwood station, aud it was only last year
that some of the men laft the shed ia consequence
of the bad accommedation provided. One young
fellow he knew contracted typhoid fever there
and died, and there had been many cires of
typhoid at that station. In introducing his
amended Factories Bill he thaught the Iiome
Secretary would do a remarkably guod work,
which would give general satisfaction to the
workers, and %o those owners who provided
decent accommodation, if he would make the
Act applicable to shearing sheds, There were a
number of shedsto which it was a perfect pleasure
to go, so good was the provision made for the
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men, but on the other hand there were stations
where the accommodation provided was inde-
scribably bad. He trusted the matter would
receive the attention of the Home Secretary.

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders) quite endorsed
everything that had been said by the hon.
member for Barcoo. He might point out that
legislation in the direction asked for had been
intreduced in New Zealand, and had been
promised in New South Wales. When they
tosk into consideration the number of deaths
caused through the insanitary condition of
shearing sheds tbroughout the colony, it was
time the owners should be compelled to make
better provizion for their employess,

My, Kerr: The existing state of things is
unfair to those who do provide good accommoda-
tion,

Mr. McDONALD: He knew numbers of
stations that provided splendid accommodation
for the men, but at others the employees were ex-
posed to disease and sickness. There was one
little matter in the inspector’s report to which he
wished to draw attention, because he did not
think it had been touched upon by previous
speakers, Dealing with Asiatic factories thew
were told by the inspector that the number of
those factories in the metropolis was fourteen,
one at Ipswich, one at Rockhampton, and one a$
Townsville. The Brisbane one employed twenty-
six hands, and it appesred that those factories
had very little inspection. In fact, the report
stated they had had none in 1857, but this year it
was seen that it was necessary to take some notice
of them, as it might be useful for purposes of
future reference. 'The inspector said—

T bvelieve a good deal of misconception cxists as to

the numbeyr of Asiatics engaged in trades here by coun-
founding shop with factory occupiers; morcover, it is
a cheap and always sure way to cateh applause and
popularity by referring in inflated language to this form
of competition.
He thought the inspector had gone out of his
way in using such language as that in a report;
and 1t was not the first time that complaint had
been made of similsr conduct on the part of offi-
cers at the head of departments. In his opinion
too much could not be said concerning thosn
Asiatics ; and he thought that the inspector
should have given full tuformaiion instead of
merely vefrrring to the subjsct, as if it was nos
worthy of notice. The total number of factories
in occupation by Asiatics was seventeen, and the
number of persons employed was forty-nine. He
would like to know what was the nature of the
various factories thoze people were engaged in.

Mr, GIVENS (Cairns), referring to the
ingpection of land boilers, he did not tkink £250
a year wounld be sufficient to obtain the services
of a suitable man, because he contended that the
very best talent should Le secured for such
important and responsible work wwhere the lives
of so many persons were at stake, Heknew thut
boilers had been sold and resold till they were
really not fit to use at all, and he might point ous
that somse time ago—he thought it was in the
early part of this year—there wes in Caimsa
steam merry-go-round which wasa standing
menace to the safety of the young people who
went on it and anyone else who went near if,
on account of the condition of the boiler. He
thought power should be given to the local
authorities in cases of that kind to proteci the
lives of innocent psople by preventing the use of
defective boilers, IHe was pleased to see that
there was a sum put down for an inspector of
boiler#, and he hoped the principle would be
extended until by-and-by there would be abso-
lutely no danger to the lives of people as far as
the use of defective boilers was concerned.

Mr. GLASSEY (Bundaberg) did not think
that a first-class boiler inspector could be
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obtained for less than £400 a year; but a first-
clazs man ought to be obtained for that important
work. A really good boilermaker would get 12s.
or 13s. a day, and it was not likely that the
services of a really first-class boiler inspector
could be procured for £250 a year. He did not
wish to take up the time of the Committee, but
he would like to urge on the Home Secretary the
necessity of extending the provisions of the
Factories Act 50 as to include the largsr sugar
mills.

The HOME SECRETARY : The matter was
under consideration, and a scheme had already
been formulated to extend the provisions of the
Act. With regard to amount of salary that
would have to be paid to get a competent builer
inspector, he had made inquiries and had satis-
fied himeself that a first-cliss man could be got
for £250 a year.

Mr, Grassey: I tell the Home Secretary dis-
tinctly that he cannot.

The HOME SECRETARY: He had his
doubts about it at first, but he had inquired
from authorities very much superior to the hon.
member in that particular line, and he was quite
satisfied that he could get a first-clays man for
that amount, and not only one, but he could
agsure the hon, member that they were prepared
to tumble over one another in applying for the

position. With reference to the
[7°30 p.m.] suggestion of the hon. members for

Cairns ¢nd Bundaberg to make the
inspection of land bollers general throughout
the colony, they would require further legisla-
tior, because at present they had no power to do
so outside the districts in which the Factories
and Shops Act was in operation,

Mr, Jackson: It was promised
Governor’s Speech,

The HOME SECRETARY : There was a
good deal promised in the Governor’s Speech
that he was sorry to say they would be unable
to carry out this session.

My, ARMSTRONG : Are there any travelling
expenses ?

The HOME SECRETARY : There would be
travelling expenses on the scale laid down in the
public service.

Mr, McDox~eLL: Will ke not have the right
to inspect boilers wherever the Act is in opera-
tion ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Probably he
would. He did not know whether the merry-
go-round, referred to by the hon. member for
Cuirns, would be a factory. Of course the in-
spceter would inspect all boilers in places where
the Act was in operation, as far as possible,

Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane Scuth) was glad to
see provision made for an inspector. The great
difficulty in the past had been that the certifi-
cabes that were granted were practically value-
less, because in many cases the inspection had
been carricd out by men who were not able to
write out their certificates, and further legisla-
tion was necessary. For the information of the
Lon, member for Cairns, he would like to say
that there had been a considerable amount of
agitetion in that Committee for some years for
the inspection of land boilers, and the late Pre-
mizr had promised to introduce a Bill at the first
opportunity, making it imperative that all boilers
used on shore should be inspected by competent
inspectors. The report alsc mentioned that
all persons in charge of boilers should have
some knowledge of them, because it was through
their want of knowledge that the boilers got
into such a condition as to become a menace to
public safety., It wasthe law in New Zsaland
and Victorla, and the Act had lately been
amended in the Imperial Parliament to provide
that only competent persons should be in charge
of land boilers. He was inclined to think that

in the
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the remuneration offered was very fair if the
Government would employ the right people, but
the Government usually got an engineer to do
that worly, whereas what was wanted was a good
boilermaker. The best boilermakers in Bris-
bane ware getting about 12s. a day in the shops,
and £250 would enable the Government to get
the best boilermaker available. A boilermaker
was fer more competent to detect defects in a
boiler than an engineer.

Mr. DUNSFORD (Charters Toums) had been
requested by the Engine-drivers’ Association
on Charters Towers to state that they thought
there should be a more careful inspection of land
boilers, and also that all persons driving boilers
should be required to hold certificates of com-
petency. The only efficient inspection of boilers
that they had was in connection with imnining,
He would not have touched upon the question at
all but that the Chief Inspector said in his
report—

The year’s experience of boiler inspection further

emphasises the opinions expr d in last year's report
as to the ine[ﬁ(‘iency of thg provizions of the Act to
insure immunity from accident caused by boiler ex-
plosion.
He also poinfed out that in Victoria and New
Zealand they had no! osly a more eifficient
system of inspeetion, but certificates of com-
petency had to be obtained by those who drove
engines. They had been promised legislation on
the subject this session, and he noped that when-
ever legislation was brought forward it would be
of a comprehensive character, and deal with all
land boilers in the colony, whilst it would also
denl with certificates of competency.

Mr. DIBLEY (Woolloongabba) hoped the
Home Secretary would accept the suggestion of
hon. members on the Opposition side, and see
that the insvector was a boilermaker and not an
engineer. They did not want experts, but prac-
tical men. They wanted a man who was not
afraid to take off his shirt and go inside a boiler
to inspect it. £5 a week was sufficient, and the
Minister could get as many boiler inspectors as
he liked at that sa1a1y~and M1 compstent men,

Mr. JACKSON (Kennedy) was not inclined to
agree with those hon. members who thought that
the inspector skould be a boilermaker and not
an engineer. A practical engineer was the man
for the position, beeauss he understood not only
the inside inepection, but he understood the
safety-valve, which was a very important matter,
Hos had had some personal experience, having
been inside bnlels and assisted to clean them,
g0 that he knew what he was talking about,
Those who had read the report of the “eourt of
inquiry appointed to investizate the causes of
the explosion of the two locomotive boilers, would
have noticed that the defects arose through
longitudinal greoves in the plates. In the one
case the groove was above the waterline, and in
the other below it. If those builers had been
inspected oftener, and probably by more capable
men, those grooves might have been noticed,
although it would require very careful mspectxon
tonoticea fine crack, particularly below the water-
line, because where hard water was used a kind
of cement or sediment formed on the boiler plates.
It was in consequence of this that boilers had to
be cleaned out, and men might have to be sent
inside to chip off this sediment with hammers
and chisels, That was the only way of dealing
with it. A boilermaker would be useful as far
as the inspection of the plates was concerned;
but that was not everything., A man who was
a practical engineer, although he might not be
competent to make a boiler, was often ¢ competent
to inspect and repair a boiler. He knew many
who were competent to fix up the tubes of a
boiler, although they were not competent to
make a boiler from the beginning, The Home
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Secretary would find out, on investigation, that
a practical engineer was the best man for this
position, because there was a considerable
amount of danger from working boilers that had
not been attended to—hoilers that had bren 1n
charge of imexperie: lCFd or careless men—and
had wvot Lad their valves pioperly attended to.
That was where the practical engineer would
havean advantage over the boilermaker.

Mr. FISHER (Gympic): He had scme
practical knowledge of the mutter, and he
certainly said that an ordinary engineer was no
more competent to inspect a boiler than he was
to inspect a house.

he HOME SECRETARY :
ordinary one,

Mr, FISHER : If the hon. gentleman got a
competent boilermaker, he would fird he was
worth ten engineer-. An engineer did not like
that kind of work. There was an engineer
in his district—one of the most campetent
mechanical engineers in it—but he would refuss
to inspect bollers, because it wss an entircly
different trade altogether. If the hon. gentle-
man got a thoroughly cowpetent engineer, who
knew the scientific branches of engineering as
well as the mecbanical, he would want a
boilermaker to go inside the boiler and see
how it stood ; then he would tell them exactly
the strength of it. But he was not going to go
inside it to serape it and look at i5, What was
really wanbted was a first-class mechsnical boiler-
maker, who was quite compeient to test safety
valves, It was not a big effort for any ordinary
man to test a safety valve, and see what strain a
hoiler was fit to stand. Thercfore hs subimnitted
that what was wented was zu efficient boiler-
maker or person who had serced his time to that
trade.

XIr, LESINA (O[efrmo,u‘) Some time ago,
while at Charters Towers, he assisted to form an
association called the Tn)lﬁe drivers’ Associa-
tion, which ncw numbered frowm 130 to 135
members, and was a very prospirous organisa-
tion. He had besn requested by that body,
when the Isiimates came on, especially this
particularitem, topoint out that what was needed
1 Queensland to-day was a system of boiler
inspecticn, and that persons in charge of boilers
should possess certificates of competency. He
noticed that this view was borne out by the
inspector, Mr. McLay, who said—

There can bz 1o doubt that any boilers in Queens-
land are subjected to severe and unequal stresses ou
account of the wsnt of knowledgs of the persons in
charge, wnd ouly thelargs factor of safety provided by
makers saves us from mauy disastrous aceidents, our
immunity from which has hitherto besn very remark-
able. We are probably not yet ripe for Jegislation of
this description, but it seems a peusible development
whiech should e kept in view.

The inspector agreed that there was necessity for
inspection, and there was also a necessity that
persons in charga of boilers all over the colony
should possesy {ificates of crmpetency.
the present time in the various centres, espesis
the mining fields, uncertificated persons were
given cheugre of valuabls machinery, which might
at any time be thrown out of gear through their
lacking knnwledge, powuibly with the res
loss of life to an alarming extent. The Chief
Insp-ctor pointed out that there were thies
possibla solutions of this difficulty. He said—
1st. The appointment of certain gqualificd gentlenien
in eich district, whose certifizates only would be
accopted by the departmeunt, and who would ba
authorized to charge @ certzin fez fixed by regulation,
aceording to the zize and nature of the boiler.

2nd. The appointment of an ofiicer of this department
to perform the inspections, and, if necessary, the
amendment of the present Aet in such a way as to
emhody the provisions of other approved Land Boiler
Inspaction Acts; or

3rd. The passing of an entirely new Act dealing with
the subject.

We will not get an
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He would suggest an entirely new Act dealing
specifically with the subject, making all persons
in charge of boilers throughout the colony show
that they were competent to take charge of them,
and obtain certificates of competency, and pro-
viding for the ragular inspection of thoge hoilare,
The inspector pointed out that possibly a charge
might be made for inspaction, but that was a
mere matter of detail, which probably there
might not be very much d fference of opinion
about. The suggestion of the inspector was a
wise one, and the Government might take it up
this session if it had time, or, if not, in the com-
ing session. In Victoria there was an Act deal-
ing with this matter, and in various other parts
of the world it was part and parcel of the legis-
Jation. Queensland was ripe for similar legisla-
tion, and he would impress on the Government
the necessity of taking the matter into considera-
tion.

Mr. McDONALD : He had asked the Home
Secretary about an hour ago for some informa-
tion about Asistics, and the hon, gentleman had
not replied. 'What he want:d to know was what
class of factories did Asiatics own or control,
were there sny Huropeans employed in those
factories, or were they run purely by chows or
other aliens?

The HOME SECRETARY : He was prepared
to give the hon. member such information as he
had ; but he should like to preface his remarks
by referring to the stricturss that the hon,
member had passed on the Chief Inspector.
Apparently it was his desire to exercise a sort of
censorship on the free speech of the inspector.
He (Mr. Foxton) was quite prepared to uphold
the inspector in what he said so long as he said
it fearlessly. But the hon. member, because it
did not suit his particular view———

Mr. Lizsiva : It suits yours,

The HOME SECRETARY : It was thetruth
as far as he knew, and, therefore, it ought to suit
everybody. He wassurethe inspector was much
better informed than the hon. member for Cler-
mont or the hon. member for Flinders.

Mr. Lesisa: He is not. He expresses an
opinion.

The HOME SECRETARY : He had called at-
tention to what appeared to be, on the face of the
figures he gave, perfectly pstent—namely, that a
great deal more wrs made out of the cry about
Chinese and other oliens engaged in the furniture
business and other industries than the facts
warranted. The inspector pointed out ihat in
six of the largest centres in Queensland there
was the tremendous number of seventeen estab-
lishments where those industries were carried on,
and that they employed altogether forty-nine
Asiatic aliens.

Mr. Liesiza: You are wrong; there are thirty-
eight in Brisbane, and thirty-eight in Townsville.

The HOMHE SECRETARY : Then he was
sure the Chief Inspector would be very much
obliged to the hon. member if he would inform
him where they were. The number of fac-
tories in the occupation of Asiatics in the
metropolitan area was fourteen, aud at Ips-
wich, Rockhawpten, and Townsville one each,
and the number of Asiatics they employed
was forty-nine. It was very much to ke depre-
cated that hon. members should make an attack
on an officer who w3 doing his duty in calling
atfention to facts. If hon. members were pre-
pared to say thst the data on which his remarks
were based were not correct, he would be ready
to listen to them, and so, he was sure, would the
Chief Inspector. Bui the inspector, with the
information he had, was much more likely to be
right than the hon. member for Clermont in his
haphazard guess in the matter. What he (Mr.
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Foxton) was speaking of was factories, and not
shops, and the Chief Inspector also drew that
distinction.

Mr. McDONALD : No one disputed the facts
given by the Chief Inspector.

The Homr Smonprany: O, yes, the hon.
member for Clermont does.

Mr. McDONALD : What he objected to was
the Chief Inspector making light of the large
number of Asiatics who were carrying on those
industries. He made so light of it that he did
not think it worth his while to refer to the matter
in his last report, and this year he said there was
no occasion for alarm at all in connection with
the number of Asiatics employed in the indus-
tries uader discussion. As a matter of fact, the
inspector mentioned only four, and not six,
places where those Asiatic factories existed, At
Charters Towers, Maryborough, and a number
of other large towns throughout the colony, the
Chinese were making a big bid to get hold of the
furniture trade. In pretty well all the towns of
any importance in the colony, Chinese were
carrying on the cabinet-making industry, and
doing hundreds of men in that particular line out
of work.

The Houmr SECRETARY : That is clearly wrong.

Mr. McDONALD : It was not wrong. The
Chief Inspector mentioned only four places.

The HoMr SECRETARY : There are no factories
in the other places, apparently.

Mr. MoDONALD : Then the inspector did
not know anything at all about the matter. Did
the hon. gentleman mean to tell him that there
were not a large number of Chinese cabinet-
makers at Charters Towers?

The HoME SECRETARY : That is not under the
Factories Act.

!Mr. McDONALD : He was not referring to
that.

The HouE SECRETARY : That is what I
referred to, when I said six towns under the Acs.

Mr. McDONALD : He knew that every town
of any importance in the eolony had its Chinese
cabinet-makers, and he believed that in many
cases whers they did not sell their furniture in
the ordinary way, they sent it to the auction
mart, where it was purchased by the white dealer,
who retailed it to others, There were forty shops
in occupation by Chinese in Brisbane, as shown
by the inspector, and there might be one or two
men employed in many of those shops in the par-
ticular industry of cabinet-making, He was
still of opinion that the inspectnr%md gone out
of his way in making the reinarks he had in his
report, and hoped the thing would not occur
again,

The HoME SECRETARY : I hope it will.

Mr. MoDONAXLD : He could quite under-
stand that with the hon. gentleman’s love and
affection for the chow and other Asiatics he
would be very pleased if the inspector referred
to them in that way in his report; but the
inspector himself, in saying that the competition
of the Chinese in this particular trade was not
so great here as to occasion any anxiety at the
present moment, showed that there was a doubt
in his mind as to whether there would not be
cau-e for anxiety very soon if the Asiatic was
not v a‘ched very closely. He (Mr. McDonald)
was prepared to stop the competition in its
infaney by compelling the Asiatic to put a brand
on his furnitore, »

The HOME SECRETARY : There was a
certain clasgs of politicians and a certain class of
agitators who were always only too ready to
impute to hon. members on that side that they
had a love for the Chinese, and for Asiatic
aliens generally, and the hon. member was no
exception in that respect. The hon. member had
charged him with having a love for the Chinese,
but he defied him to point to any action or
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speech of his in the whole course of his life which
would justify him in making such a statement.
The hon. member also said that there were
hordes of Chinese in the colony who were
engaged in cabinet-making and other industries,
to the detrlment of hundreds of Hwropeans.
If hundreds of Europeans were to be put out of

employment by, the work of fifty

[3 p.m.] Asiatics in ths six towns which were

under the Factories and Shops Act
it was a very poor lookout for the Caucasian.
The fact was the hon. member did not like
the observations of the Chief Inspector in
calling attention to the small number of those
persons actually engared in those industries,
becauss it cut the ground from undsr the feet of
the hou. member and those like him who were
constantly proclaiming to the world that Queens-
land was nothing better than * Mongrelia,” as it
was called. kamg six towns of the cnlony
in which the Act was in operation, two had no
such factories, the metropolitan area fad fourteen,
and Ipswich, Rockhampton, and Townsville
had one each. He could quite understand that
the hon. member did not like thore figures to
come out in an officinl report like that, bscause
thev were such an answer to the loud-veiced
declaration of hon. members like the hon, mem-
ber for Flinders, who were never tired of
impating a desire to their opponents to wuse
Chinese in the colony—an imputation which for
himse!f and the other members of the Cabinet he
hurled bick at the hon, member,

Mr. McDONALD: The hon, momber had
landed himself in about the same position. He
did not question the figures, but if the inspector
stated that thers were only three aliens in
Townsville engaged in the manufacture of
furniture, he or those under him made a mistake.

The Houz Secrerary: I would rather take
their word for it than yours.,

Mr. MeDONALD supposed the hon. gentle-
man would take the chow’s word as he had so
much affection for him, but he had seen them
working ; and anyons going along Flinders strest
in Townsville must have his eyes clesed if he
could not see imore than three or a dozen chows
making furniture there. He held to his state-
ment that a large number of white parsons
were thrown out of employment thirough the
number of Chinese evgaged in the making
of furniture in the eslony. If the hon. gentle-
man would keep his tempar he would understand
better what was statel. Charters Towers did
not come under the report at all, and snyon»
visiting the Chineses quarters there would find
more than three or a dozen of them ergaged in the
trade there. The inspector had gone out of his
way to say that the number of Chiness engaged
in such industries in the colony guve no cause for
alarm, but if there were only those fifty stated
to be employed in four places referred to in the
report, there was still cause for alarn, He hoped
the Home Sceretary, in epite of his affection for

¢ cless of labour, would see the error of his

v, and would bring in some Bill to compel those
people to stamp all guods manufactured by them.

Mr. LESIN.A ; He must also enter hlh p:otess
against the C nef Inspector of Factovies express-
ing his own political views.

Thas HoMe SECRETARY : They are not political.

Mr. LESINA ; They were. The Inupector of
Factories was not pald to express his opinions
sbousb the black labour question, but to compile
a L)mplete and securates report consisting of
facts and s* Aththb wseful to members of “that
Committae in forming an opinion about factory
legislation. The, inssiector had gone out of his
way to express an opinion thab “cortain persons
wished to get cheap applause and popularity by
referring in inflated language to that form of
competition.

1899—3 y*

[21 NovexBER.]

Supply. 1106

The Howg SECRETARY ;: Perfectly true.

Mr, LESINA : If the hon. gentleman were
on that side, he would take the same exception
to that statemeut, if he had as a plank in his
platform—* Queensland for the white man.”
He did not think it necessary that the inspector
should have expressed any such opinion as that
at all in drawing up his report. They knew that
the coloured alien competition was a danger—the
competition of alien cabinet-makers who had
constructe:] the Dickson Cabinet—and Civil ser-
vants should not go out of their way to say that
those who pmnted to the danger did %o in inflated
language to get temporary applaunse. According
to the Inspector’s own statement, there were only
four towns in Queensland about which he had
any information bearing on the subject.

The Houmr SECRETARY : Six; and he is con-
?ned to certain aress in which the Act is in

orce,

Mr. LESINA : There were hundreds of towns
in Quesnsland in which ths competition was
going on, and the inspector could not express an
opinion upon something he had no information
upon.

The HoME SECRETARY : He has not done so.

Mr. LESINA : Yes, with a wave of his hand
hestated that the competition was not dangerous.
They knew there were thousands of Chinese
engagzed in mmnufacturins{ furniture and all sorts
of gnods for public consumption, and there was
no reason to think their assumption was not
based upon facts when they assumed that in the
course of time the furniture industry would drift
into the hands of the Chinese, and the white
people now engaged in it would have to goin
for some other industry or else work for the
wages the Chinese were willing to work for.
The hon. member said that was of no account,
but it vitally affectad a very large section of the
community, In course of txme, Queensland
furniture would drift into the hands of these
coloured aliens and our whit» cabinet-makers,
their wives and families would have to find some
other meane of living, or accept the wages thess
Chinese were willing to offer thems, The matter
should be impressed on the atlention of the
public and of the Minister, and he would like to
see a more extended application of the Act so
that all this alien work could be done away
with, It was well known that Japanese boat-
builders had a monopoly of the boatbuilding at
Thursday Island, and that they were employing
numbers of hands, Coloured aliens were also
employed at Cairps, Mackay, Charters Towers,
and they all cume there to make money, and
then clear ont of the counfry with it. They
came into direct competition with our Whlte
brethren, and if the Government did not think
it their business to deal with the matter it
wzi the business of the Opposition to see that
the white people got a decent show against
those coloured aliens who had been brought
wholesale into the country with the distinet
sanction of the Government. The reporf of the
Chief Inspector was admittedly incomplete, yet
it & Ahr»wel that there were fourteen factories in
o carried on by Asiatic aliens, employing
twenty- le persons, of whom eleven were white
wemen—eleven of the womanhood of Queensland

working for these coloured Asiatic alisns, who
appeared to appeal so strongly to the sympathy
and instincts of hon. members opposite. He
would like to know if the Home Secretary or the
Premier woeald like o have his sisters or daugh-
ters working for a Chinaman or any other
Asistic alies. No, it was someone else’s sisters
or daughters who had to work for them.

Tho CHAIRMAN : T think the hon, membar
is rather digressing from the vote now under con-
sideration.
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Mr. LESINA said the report showed that
there were eleven white women working for
Asiatic aliens in Brisbane, but hon. members
opposite evidently did not feel the pinch of the
shoe. They remained silent. He said that it
was only a fair thing that this grievous sin
should be impressed on the attention -of the
public. FHon. members on the other side might
laugh and sneer and might think it was a matter
for them to turn their heads and chuckle over,
but it was no laughing master, and that policy
was played out. This matter ought t7 be settled,
as it was a most serious preblem. It should be
made known to the people of Quecnsiand and of
Australia that white women—tbe white humanity
of Queensland—men, women, and children—
had to work for these Asiatic aliens, There
was another thing, which, as the inspector
had not recommended, he woull do so: that
the work turned out by Chinamen should be
broadly marked, so that persons who wished
to buy furniture could see the mark, showing
that the furniture was built by Chinese, This
plan has been adopted in one or two of the other
colonies; and he asked, why should it not be
adopted here? Trom the report he found that
there were six white women employed by aliens
at Ipswich, and three at Rockhampton. These
facts could be looked at from many points of
view ; and no matter what line of politics a man
held, he must admit that this was a very
dangerous state of things—that the white women
of the colony were obliged to work for coloured
aliens. And why wasit? he asked. It was, as
the inspecior pointed out, that women were
working in their own homes, and w:re making
shirts for 1s. 8d. and 1s. 94, per duzon, and yet
a chow was paid 6d. for washing a shirt. Where
was the patriotism of hon. members on the other
side? It was a remarkable fact that white
women were compelled to go into some Chinese
factory in order to earn a little more than they
could by making shirts for white Christisn
philanthropic gentlemen. The report farther
said that “one firm pays 9s. 6d. per dozen
for making mole trousers; anoiher pays 8s. Gd.
per dozen 7—

For making tweed and serge trousers one firm pavs
11s. 6d., 10s. £4., and 8s, per dozen, according to the
quality and siz¢ of the work; another 9s. 6d., 9s,, and
8s. per dozen, while the middleman referred to in the
beginning of thissection pays from 8s. 61. down to 5s.
6d., s, 3d., and bs. per dozen,

These were the prices offered to white women
by this God-fearing Government under the
operation of their Act. And yut ther voted
huge sums to bring peopls from the old country,
where they had not to work for such prices,
He entered his protest against all that kind of
thing, The ‘“Song of the Shirt” should be
sung in that House to-night; it was just as
applicable now as when it was written by Tom
Hood for London Punch. Then the report of
the inspector also said—

A large number of children from twelve to fourteen
yoars of age are ecmployed in the smaller shops, where,
although the work is generally of & light description,
the hours are in many ¢i3es excessive.

It was outrageour. Xundreds of poor women
were compelled to make shirts at 1s. 84, and
1s. 9d. a dozen, and if they wished to make a
little more they worked for Chinese. These
faets should be impresied on hon. members and
on the public. The inspector hal expressed his
opinion on matters in a way that ke should 1os
have done. There was one other part of the
report which he wished to refer to. The
inspector said—

The experience of the past two years has shown the
literal enforcement of this clause to be extremely harsh
in some instances, so much so that I have been con-
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strained to recommend several extreme cases of poverty
as fit eases in which to velax the provisions of the
section.

That fact should also be impressed on the public
of the colony. Childrenunderfourteen—under the
school age—were obliged to go to work, because
of the poverty of their parents, There were
men and women in Brisbane who were compelled
to ssnd their children to work in factories and
shops in order to assist them and their families
in getting bread and butter. It showed that
there were many families in Brisbase so haid-
up that the inspector had to cennive at an
evasicn of some of the clauses of the Act,
because, if he did not, those families would be
brought face to fuce with want and absolute
poverty, That wuas o serious circumstance in
a young country like this, which bhad its
lying touts abroad shiowing what happy homes
(Jueensland offered for willing workers. Those
were facts which should be known not only
to the people of Queensland, but they should
be circulated in the southern colonies and in
the old lard where the aforesaid lying immi-
gration touts were trying to induce people
to leave their homeés and risk the chances of
getting employment here, With regard to the

applicstion of the provisions of the Act to shear-
ing sheds, be might mention that he got a

petition some time ago from a pastoral district,
signed by bundreds of shearers, shed-hands,
sud permasent station-hands, pointing out the
wretehed insanitery conditions under which they
were compellzd to work in building up anindustry
which provided 58 per cent. of the colony’s
exports, In New Zealand they had a very
stringent Act. All the old shzds were pulled
down, and although the employers were not
compelled to build palatial mansions for the
shearers, they were compelled to put up geod
buildings with a proper system of drainage, and
proper sanitary and othsr surroundings about the
sheds, That woes an amendment of the Act
which they might very well adopt here. If it
was not done it would show that the Government
had no desire to ameliorate the bad conditions
under which these engaged in the pastoral
industry, especially in the far-away districts,
had to carry out their work,

Liv, GIVEXNS =ai! he was surprised that the
Home Secretary had not given some explanation
of the charge bronght against the Inspector of
Factories of having converted a departmental
report into a political document, That officer
was paid by the people of Queensiand to adminis-
ter an Act which took no cogrisance of pclitical
cpinions, yet in the portion of the report dealing
with the Asiatic question the inspector indulged
in a cheap sneer at these who objected to the
presence of such a large number of Asiatics in
thsir midst, It was not the duty of a public
officer to indulge in cheap sneers against any
section of the community. It was bis duty to
lodk after his business, and onthefacsof the report
he had not looked stter his business, The Chief
Inspector said—

The number of factories in cecupation by Asiaties
was not token cegnisanes of in tlie veport of the year
867,

Why was it nci? If it was his duty to take
cognisance of them, and he had not done so, the
report was a lying report, and not worth the
paper it was written on, Then the inspector
went on to say there had not been, ‘““to his
knowledge,” any murked increase in these during
the past year. What were they paying the
inspecior for if he did not krow, by absclute
certainty, what increase or decrease there
had been? Could it be called s truthful report ?
In his opinion the inspecior had been guiity of
a gross dereliction of duty. They were nof
paying Lim to go in for guesswork, but for the
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collection of absolutely correct statistics. They
found that in the districts of Brisbane, Ipswich,
Rockhampton, and Townsville there were seven-
teen factories conducted by Asiatics, according
to the report ; but it was the inspector’s duty to
inform them whetherthenumber waslessorgreater
then it was the year before. And, as pointed
out by the hon. member for Clermont, there
were no less than twenty European females
working in Chinese factories. That was a very
serious and damaging statement to be made—that
young women of their own race, country, and
creed should be subjected {o the degrading in-
fluence which, beyond all doubt, was exercised
over them by the Chinese who employed them.
Ho happened to represent an electorate in which
there were a large number of Chinese, and he
had never yet known a woman who had any
contact with Chiness who did not become a
most degraded and demoralised character. The
report only tock cognisance of those four dis-
tricts. They did not know the number of Asiatic
factories in such towns as Mackay, Charters
Towers, Cairns, Cooktown, and other places; but
it was well known that the evil was greater in
the Northern towns than in the South. Vet
the inspector tried to minimise the evil, and
blinding the people to the danger that existed
from that source was a serious offence on his
part. The danger existed, notwithstanding that
1t did not cormne within his cognisance. In his
own electorate the crowded and filthy Chinese
slums were a constant mwnace to the welfare of
the town; and with regard to the nunber of
Chinese factories they wanted a report that was
worthy of credence, not guesswork, but accurate
statistics that would give hon. members a solid
basis to found their arguments upon. He objected

to that light and airy manner of
[8°30 p.r.] treating suchan important question,

and he most decidedly objected to
any gentleman ccsupying such a position casting
cheap sneers in his reports sgainst a large and im-
portant and patriotic section of the community.

The HOME SECRETARY could not allow
the speech cf the hon. msmber to go without
protest against the personal attack he had made
on an officer doing & public duty, It was a most
unmanly thing o do.

Mr, G1veNs: Are we to let it go without
criticism ?

The HOME SECRETARY : No, bubt the
hon. member had indulged in references to that
particular officer and his relatives which were
unworthy of any member of the House.

Mr. Givexs: I did not indulge in references
to his relatives.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon, mem-
ber did. He allowed his tongue to run away
with him. He had indulged in a sort of crificism
which ought to be deprecated by every member,
The hon. wember had wasted a great deal of
breath over a very little matter. Heblamed that
officer for not having given in regard to the pre-
ear the information he had given regard-

w5t year., The hon. member evidently spoke
in aksolute ignorance of the fact that 1897 was
the first year during which the Act was in opera-
tion, otherwise he wonld not talk about past y-ars
in the plural. As a matter of fact, it took some
time to organise such a department, and during
1897 there was so much else to do with regard to
ordinary European factories that it wes scarcely
pissible to obtiuin full data with regard to the
smell number of factories run by Asiatics
Surely the hon. member would see that in his
heat he had been very unjust to the inspector !
As for the expression of opinion given by the
officer being twisted into a political deliverance,
he denied it absolutely, He might, with as
much justitication, take the whole of that to him-
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self as criticism, as well as hon. members opposite
might. Did the hon. members for Cairns and
Clermont suppose that they were the only
members holding strong opinions with regard to
Asiatic aliens?

Mr. Lusina : This party does——distinctively so.

The HOME SECRETARY : He was talking
of thoze who talked most loudly on the subject.
He would say that it was somewhat of a pleas-
ing shock to him to find that there were so few
Asiatic aliens engaged in factories. If he had
been asked he would have said that in the six
towns mentioned there were between 200 or
300 of them employed in factories, and in that
respect the remarks of the inspector were just as
much a reflection on himself and the erroneous
ideas he held as they could be on hon. members
opposite. But he did not fly into a passion
about it.

Mr, AXNEAR : You restricted the Chinese, at
all events.

The HOME SECRETARY : Well, he assisted
to do so. He did not yield one iota to hon.
members opposite in his dislike of the presence
of Chinese, and he might just as well take that
statement of the inspector to himself ; but what
touched hen. members was that they endeavoured
to show constantly that members on his side
favoured the presence of Chinese ; that the fact
of their being on that side was one way of
accounting for the presence of Chinese in the
colony, and they did not like it to be shown that
the evil was less grave than they thought.
There was not a word in the report about there
being no danger from the presence of Asiatic
aliens, but it simply pointed out that the figures
indicsted that the evil was less than most people
anticipated.

Mr, McDoNNELL : If is bad enough.

The HOME SECRETARY ; He agreed with
the hon. member, bat he did not raise a political
cry about it It was because hon. members
opposite found that the facts and figures did not
support their contentions that they were a little
bit hurt about it.

Mr. STEWART (Bockhampton North): It
appeared to him that the discussion was resolv-
ing itself into a duel between the hon. gentleman
in charge of the Hstimate and one or two mem-
bers on that side.

Mr. ANNEAR: Their employment is gone.

Mr. STEWART : He wanted to say some-
thing on th question, and with regard to the
Inspector of Factories he would say that he was
afraid he was going to find himself in trouble
with both sides of the House if he did not take
care. If the inspector took his cue from the
debate that evening, the next report with which
they would be furnished would be an entirely
colourless document. It would not be of a bib
of value, There would be no opinions or sugges-
tions or hints gathered from his experience in ib.
Thoungh he might not agree with the sentiments
expressed by the inspector with regard to aliens,
yet he thought a gentleman in his position ought
to b allowed a little latitude, and when he turned
over the pages of the report he found that he
expreszed himself very freely in other directions.

The HouE SEcRETARY : All honour to him.

Ir. STEWART: Al honour to him cer-
tainly, So far as he was concerned he did not
want to muzzle any public official. He was
quite prepared to take his utterances and strike
an average. In fairness to the official he would
quote ons or two of his utterances, If hon.
members would lock at page 8 of the report
they would find nine recommendations, One
was that overtime be paid for at the rate of
time and a-half, What earthly business had the
factory inspector to try and fix the rate of over-
time? Might not hon. gentlemen opposite just
as reasonably grumble at that as hon, members
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on his side grumble at the light way in which he
spoke of the Asiatic aliens, Then he recom-
mended that, if overtime was worked after
6 p.m., 6d. tea money be allowed. What busi-
ness was it of his whether the employer allowed
tea money or not? e also recommended
‘“ That, except upon the permission of the
Minister in writing, no overtime should be
worked by employees after 2 p.m. on Saturday,”

and “‘that no person employed in a factory be
allowed to take wirk home except upon written
permission of the Ministcx., That employees
be allowed full pay for the following holidzys :—
Good Friday, Easter Monday, Queen’s Birthday,
Christmas and New Year’s day.”

Mr. Lrsiva: He points out that they sublet
the work when they take it home.

Mr, STEWART : What he wanted to point
out was that if they muzzled tle inspector,
probably next year the report would be entirely
colourless, and therefore valueless, Perhaps
that official waus indiscreet in the allusion he
made to aliens, but taking the veport from
beginning to end it was a most valuable docu-
ment, and they ought to think twice before they
passed adverse Judp’menb on an official who
spoke his mind fearlessly and straight. He
agreed in a great measure with a great many
of the remarks made by the hon. member for
Fortitude Valley, Mr. McDonnell, on the manner
in which the Act was administered, bus instead
of the inspector g btmg 50 much criticism he
oughtto gebmore assistanceirom the Government.
The Act was by no means perfect, and the hon.
gentleman might as well have brought in an
amending Bill during the present session, They
had dealt with Bills of much less importance this
session, and this was a measure that affectcd the
health and well-being of the young people and old
people of the eolony, and there was nothing that
was of so much importance to a comumniby as
the physical and consequently the mental con-
dition of its population, and whatevar could be
done to fmprove their physical and mental con-
dition ought to tale precedence of everything
else, 'With regard to the Rocklampton report
he found that it wes to the effect thut the sani-
tary conditions there were disgraceful, and he
regretted tobecompelled to admitthatthat wusthe
honest downright truth. The Just tires he wasup
there he went into a shop in one of te principal
streets, and was taken to the back where there
was a water-tank from which a number of parple
took their drinking water., That tank was
sitnated in the middle of a number of closets,
and there was not earth used in a sirg’e one of
them. That was a condition of affairs which
was simply barbarous, and he did not think they
would find such a filt hV state of affairs even in the
much-maligned Transvaal., e regretted that
the inspector did not seem to have any power to
remedy it, but he trusted that the amending
Bill would give the power. e found thut in
Rockhampton, as well as in Drisbane, the
inspector had a great deal of trouble in regard
to filling up and #¢nding in the retures ; and he
thoucrht it would be a good thing to make an
example of one or two of the utiendors—hanl
them up before the comrt and have thew fined
if they did not chaoza to comply with the law.
‘Why should the administration of this particular
Act be so lax? Ths hon, member for Fortitude
Valley also referred to the fact that in his two
reports Mr. Hammond, the inspector at Rock-
hampton, recommended that the Like’s Cresk
works should be brought under the operation of
the Act. Herecommended thatalvo, Herepre-
sented that district, and he could sssure the
Committee that what the inspector said was
absolutely true. A considerable numlter of the
boys working there were under age. Whenever
they could not get work in Rockbampton, they
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went to Lake’s Creek, and were put on at once,
and he was sorry to suy the parents were com-
pelled by the low wages they earned to permit
their children to go to the works to earn some-
thing, With regard to accidents, Mr. Hammond
said—

The number of accidents in factories reported up to
31t December was soven.

These ents, with the exception of one, were of &

trivial nature, and all owing to pure aceident—careless-
ness on the part of the employees.
Ile did not tell what any of the accidents were,
and he thought it was desivable for the Com.
mittee to know whether the inspector had
investigabed all the cases, becaure his statement
wag a decided reflection on the employees,
Theve was jus? ons osher matter, and that was
the period covered by the report. He did not
see vwhy 1t could not be bmught down at least to
the end of the financial year—the 30th June.

The Home SECRETARY : That is not donein
the case of any report,

Mr. GIVENS: It wes pleasing to find that
the Inspector of Factories had such champions as
the Heme Heevetary and the hon. member for
Rockhampton North, but while they were cham-
pioning thai official he thought they should not
md\hge inmisrepresentations. The hon. member
for Hockhampton North said that members on this
side objectel fo the inspector expressing an
opin iun or s a rccommendation.  They did
not do snything of the kind. He hoped th=
inspector would always make recommendations
as might seom Bt and proper iv view of the facts
of which he was ¢ ngnisant,

The HoME SECRETARY :
coincide with yours,

Mr. GIVENS: e also gave him the fullest
liberty to express opinions, but 1 he wished to de-
prive him of the right to indul ge in cheap suneers
against any scetion of the commnunity, or against
any political purty.

The Hoar SECRETARY :
him,

Mr. GIVINS had no wish to muzzle him,
He would read the paragraph in full to show
whit he took ev‘ﬂptmh to—

I beliovea g =41 of misconception exists as to the
nuuibsay of Asiuti") (& d in trade here by confoursl-
ing shop with fastory cucupizrs,

That was a perfostly permissible thing for the
i out, and to make recommenda-
he went on to indulge in a cheap

As long as they

You want to muzzle

tions about, but
snpeer—

Moreover, it is 2 cheap and always sure way to catch
applanse and populavity by mederring in  inflated
langusge to this form of competition.

The HouE SECRETARY ; Perfestly correct.

Mr, GIVENS : It might b perfectly correct,

but ths insprctor was nof paid for crizicising
po lticians,
The HoME SECRETARY : He is not necessarily
talking about politicians,
My, (;IVL’\S.

It was nob part of his duty to
1 of the commumty, if it was
hmh he denied, becanse it was
36 plensant t‘ning in the world

ays the

o, differ with others. It was a gross pisce of
misrepresamtation for the Home Secwta.ry o say
that he h= 1 the inspector snd his family,

ted tlhe inspector with being possessed
of zufficiens fesling not to like to see his children
or his femals rvelatives employed in Chinese fac-
turics. The report disclosed fhe fact that the
female relatives of sowme peopie were employed
in those factories; and the poorest man in the
counftry was desem ing of the vime consideration
belng paid to his feelings and tbose of his female
relatwes as the highest citizen in the land, The
hon. gentleman pomted out that the factory
inspector could not give them a comparison
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between the figures in connection with factories
owned by Asiatics for the vears 1897 and 1898,
because the system was only inaugurated in 1897;
and the inspector had no perfect knowledge of
how many people were eng:ged in those factories
during 1897.

Mr. MoDoxNELL: He was nob correct there,
though.

Mr., GIVENS: The fact was that in the
report for last year the factory inspector was able
to give them a comparative statement of the
number of employees in Huropean factories for
the years 1897 =nd 1898, and h» should therefore
have been able to make a similar comparison
with regard to the Asiatic factories. 1t was
gross misrepres:ntation for the Home Secretary
to say that that could not be done, breause if it
could be done in the tnecsse, 1t could b done in
the other. A mistake might be forgiven, but when
it was attempted to gloss over a mistake by
misrapreseatation it was unpardonsble,

The HouE SuorsTary: Then, if that is
poarliamentary, you are misrepresenting me
absolutely.

Mr. GIVENS defied the hon, gentleman to
show where he had misrepresented him, It
would be a wise thing if they adopted the system
followed in the British Isles and Victoria, and
insisted on all articles manufactured by Asiatics
bearing a brand to that effect. Thoss brands
would be discredited throughout the country,
and no storekeeper would dare to stock kis shop
with them. In that way they would free white
artisans from the great evil of Asiatic competi-
tion, Anybody who bLad been through the
towns of North Queensland must be impressed
with the importance of compeliing the keepery
of shops and factories there (o live under sanitary
conditions, beesuse not only were they unfairly
competing with white people on account of thcir
avoiding charges for rent and other things
through their herding together, but they were a
danger to health, and he hoped that the ipepastor
would turn his attention to that great and eryirg
evil instead of sneering at any section of the
community.

The HOME SECRETARY : Possibly the
hon. memnber had not paid much attention, but
he had fully explained that owing to 1897 being
the first year in which the Act was in force,
there was very much to be done in the way of
inaugurating the administration of the Act, and
50 much time was occupied in gelting the very
information which the hon. member pointed to
as existing in the report for comparative pur-
poses that the information obtainable with
regard to Chinese factories was not of a relisble
character, and therefore no report was made.

Mr. McDoxNELL: You are not quite correct

there.
The HOME SECRETARY : He was slating
what was told him, because he had
[9 p.m.]

nothing to do with the adwinis-

tration of the Act in 1897 and for
ten months of 1898, He had been told thut the
information was mnot of o sufficiently reliable
character—that the inspector had not been able
to devote sufficient time to colleciing it, that
it enuld not be given in the report for 1897,

Mr., GIveNs @ We have iaformation of all the
other factories.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes. The officers
of the department devoted their time to them.

Mr. GiveNs: The Chinese factcries were not
worth going to.

The HOME SECRETARY : That was not zo,
In inaugurating the Act there was agreat deal of
hard work to be done. Hon. members opposite
had pointed out tha’ there was a great deal of
unnecessarily hard work because employers wounld
not assist, and be (Mr, Foxton) knew that that
was s0. He could understand that the first

[21 NovEmBER.]

Supply. 1109

report was defective in many respects ; but that
was cerbainly no reason for blaming the Chief
Secretary, who at the time was Home Secretary.

Mr. McDONNELL : He had interjected that
the Home Secretary’s information was not quite
correct, The hon. gentleman stated twice that
members had no data showing the nunber of
Asiatics in the colony previous to this report.

The Home SeoRETARY : I said it was not in
the 1897 report.

Mr. McDONNELL: The HHome Secretary
was quite correct in that; but there was an
important difference here, because, on the 17th
of August, 1898, he, 1n the course of the debate
on the Address in Reply, made some statements
with regard to Asiatic factories in the colony.
The precent Premicr—who was then Home
Socretary—said his information was not quite
correet, ard corrected or rather contradicted it.
He read the following figures, supplied by the
Factories Department—

AsTATIC,

Distriet. TFactories. Employees.
Brisbhane .. 10 40
Ipswich .. N e Nil
Marvhorough ... . N Vil
Bundaberg ... .. Nl e Nil
Roekhamptlon .., .o il Nil
Townsville + ... . 2 10

At that date there were twelve Asiatic factories,
employing fifty Asiaties, in the colony. He
might say thset Mr. McLay, in supplying the
figures to the then Home Secretary, made the
foliowing memorandum with regard to the figures
ke (Mr. McDonzell) had previously read—

I considered this so unofficial that, being very busy
at the ibme with the annual returns, I simply ran up
the fizures in the register and sent them to him in a
hurried note, of which even no copy was kepb.

On this matter the only thing he regretted was
that the Chisf Inspector had seeu fit to make the
few romarks he did in the report. He did not
doubt his fizures for a moment. They showed
that the Asiatic factorics in the colony had in
the last twelve months increased by five; but
the number of Asiaties employed had decreased

by one. There were seventeen factories, and
forty-nine employees. The figures were—
setpiofh Registered Total
District. Factories.  Employed.
AMetropolitan ... 14 37
Ipswich 1 v 6
Rockhampton ... 1 3
Townsville ... - 1 3

The difficulsy about these Chinese factories was
this : It was well known that a number of shops
which appeared to be only fruit or drink shops
to the ordinary passer-by were partitioned off at
the back, and behind the Chinese carried on the
business of cabinet-makers. It should be remem-
bered that under the Act a Chinaman’s premises,
if he employed only one or two hands, came
under the defiuition of a factory. On thismatter
there was good reason to complain, There was a
good argument, too, in favour of such places
as Cairns, Charters Towers, Port Douglas,
Burcaldine, and Longreach, where there are
more Chinese carrying on the trade of cabinet-
mulkers, etc., than in places where the Act was
in operation, being brought within the operation
of the Act. There was this unfortunate thing
about this—that in a great many places furni-
ture made by Chinese was scld as Kuropean.
He believed that there were not more than three
respectable firms in Brisbane that did not sell it
for Buropean-made furniture. He believed that
the great bulk of the furniture, or a large amount
of it, sold by Brisbune shopkeepers was of
Chinese manufacture, The Home Secretary had
taunted him with riding his hobby-horse. He
accepted those remarks because any person who
took a particular interest in any special reform
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was charged with riding his hobby-horse
by those who were opposed to that reform.
He was undoubtedly particularly interested in
that question, and he was very glad that the hon.
gentleman had expressed his sympathy with the
Act, and had promised that he would sce that it
was administered in o firmer manner in future
than it had been for some time past, and also
that he recognised that an amendment of the Act
was necessary. Rewembering the remarks
which the hon, gentleman had miade on a similar
subject—the Shops Harly Closing Act--he had
come to the conclusion, from reading the report
of the inspector, that the hon. gentleman was
very much to blame. On the 19th of August,
1897, the hon. gentleman, speaking on the Early
Closing Bill, said—

He believed in the protection of young people, but in
regard to those who were old enough to proteet them-
selves, this was a free country, and every individual

should be at liberty to make any contracts he liked in
reference to his labour.

And further on the hon. gentleman said—

In fact the whole Bill was a picce of grandmotherly
legislation, to which he generally objected.
Remembering the hon. gentleman’s remarks on
that measure, he thought he might hold exactly
the same views on the sister measure of the
Factories Act, but he hoped hesheuld find that
he was mistaken.

The HOME SECRETARY wished to correct
a remark of the hon. member who had just
spoken. The figures the hon. member gave as
relating to 1897 referred to 1898. The hon.
member said that he (Mr. Foxton) had stated
that there was no intimation about the number
of factories carried on by Asiatics in 1897, and
then quoted certain figures from Hansard of last
year to show that information had been supplied
for 1897, These figures, however, referred to
1898, and were the latest figures which could be
obtained up to August, 1898.

Question put and passed.

POLICE.

On the motion of the HBOME SECRETARY,
the consideration of the Estimates for the Police
Department were further postponed till after
the consideration of the Auditor-General’s Esti-
mates.

SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon, J. Murray, Normanby) moved that the sum
of £12,091 be grantedfor the Department of Public
Works, professional branch, ete. As he had
promised last year, a report had been submitted
by the department showing the work done during
the past year, and that report would furnish
hon. members with information which could not
be put into their hands in any other way.
During the past twelve months some charges
were made by a subordinate officer against the
Under Secretary, which led to an inquiry being
held by the Public Service Board, The report
of that inquiry was in the hands of hon, mem-
bers, and from it they would be able to come to
a conclusion regarding the whole merits of the
case. There were a few increases in the vote,
which he thought hon. members would agree
were fully warranted. The first was an increase
of £50 in the salary of the Under Secretary,
M. Robertson, who had been in the service of
the Government for thirty-three years.

Mr. McDonnELL: I don’t care if he has been
forty ; he doesn’t merit it,

The SECRETARY FOR WORKS: When
the Hstimates were before the Committee last
year a great number of hon. members drew
attention to the fact that Mr. Robertson bad
had no increase for the past nine or ten years,
and it was pointed out thab comparing him with
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under secretaries he had not been fairly treated.
Even with the small proposed increase his salary
weould still be congiderably below what was paid
to other under secretaries. The next small
increase was in the salary of the accountant, Mr.
Bell, who was a diligent and painstaking officer,
and he thought hon, members would agree that
that increase was deserved., There were also a
few small increases to clerks, amounting alto-
gether to £40, an increase to the messenger, and
an increase of £10 to the typewriter, all of which
were fully warranted. In the professional
branch there was a small increase to DMr.
Brady, the Government Architect and Engineer
for Bridges. DMr. Brady was an efficient officer,
and his services as such had been recognised by
the eolony and in that House ¢n many oceasions,
and he was very deserving of an increase. There
was also an increass of £20 each to the first
assis’ant architect, the second assistant archifect,
and the senier draftsman. There was an
increase in the uvumber of draftsmen from three
to seven, so that the vobe for those officers was
£1,420 instead of £540. That increase was attri-
butable to the additional business the department
had to do; a great deal of work was done last
year, and there were still many works to becarried
out, so that the department would be fully em-
ployed, even with the four additional draftsmen.
The other increases were of a minor nature.
Hon, members would notice that two additional
inspectors of works were provided for, due to a
rearrangement of the districts over which they
exercised supervision. There were now seven
instead of five districts, as the districts had been
found too large to enable the inspectors to cairy
out their work efficlently. There were no other
increases in the vote worthy of special mention,
and it would be found that the vote for postages,
travelling, and incidentals was the same as last
year.

My, FISHER (Gympic): Thehon. gentlemanin
his short address had said that a large amount of
public works had been carried out by that depart-
ment last year, He wished to draw attention to
the fact that last year the very first item passed
on the Loan Estimates was a vote of £5,000 for
a new courthouse at Gympie, which was very
badly wanted, but so far practically nothing had
been done in that matter. He wished the
Minister to openly explain now why that work
had not been gone on with,

Mr, ANNEAR ;: I know the Government bought
a beautiful site for the building.

Mr, FISHER: That was what the Secretary
for Works did not know. The hon. member
seemed to know more than the Minister. The
promise to build the courthouse had been made
to his predecessors, and for that reason he did
not care to interfere until the end of the financial
year. He had then interviewed the Premier
and the Secretary for Works on the matter, and
he found that nothing had been done, but that
negotiations were being carried on for the pur-
chase of a site, for which a reasonable price was
asked. 'The answer which Mr., Ryland and him-
welf received from the Premier was that the
building wounld be gone on with without delay.
That was early in July, and now they were near
the end of November, and nothing had been
done. The result was that the public bodies on
Giymyie were beginning to move, and talked of
sending a deputation to find out the cause of the
delay. He was there now to ask the Secretary
for Works to state publicly the reason for the
delay, that they might know how the matter
stood.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC WORKS
regretted the delay, but it was in a measure
caused by the difficulty in procuring a suitable
site. At present the department had made an



Supply.

offer for the purchase of a site, and as soon as
they got an answer to that, the work would be
proceeded with immediately.

Mr, FISHER was very pleased to hear thab.
He was of tho opinion tha! there was an Hxecu-
tive minute saying that the work was not to ba
gone on with., If the hon. gentleman assured
him that there was no such Hxecutive minute,
he would accept the denial.

The TrREASURER : Certainly not.

Mr. ANNEAR (Marybsrough): He micht say
he was informed on Gympie that a picce of land
bad been purchased for the naw courthouse. ile
did not get the informasion from the Minister,
He could only say that if the piece of land was
purchased which he understood had beea pur-
chased, the Government would save thousands
of pounds in the foundations of the building,
hecause the rock was showing on the footpath,
and it would cost much less to erect the huilding
there than in a lower part where, he beliaved,
it had been intendsd tv erect it, That was the
first vote, and on it he wishel to offer a few
remarks for the benefit of the Sacretary for
Works, the officers of his department, and ‘mem-
bers of the Committee. A building was to be
erected for the Liands and Survey Department
which, he saw in the newspapers, was to coit
something like £100,0600. No doubt a building
for the Lands and Survey Department was very
much required, but ho cid think theire was en
ohjection to go on with that building———-

The CHAIRMAN : I remind the hon. mem-
ber that that is in the next vote,

Mr. McDoxaLp : We take the general dis-
cussion on the first vote.

Mr. ANNEAR : He subwitted to the Chair-
man’s opinion, but during the six sersions he had
occupied the chair as Chairinan of Committees,
the general discussion on every department had
been taken on the first vote. He would say now
all he intended to say, if he was permitted, and
he thought the Chairman would sive time by
following that rule.

The CHATIRMAN : I admit that it is usual
to take the discussion with reference to the
department on the first vote, but whove there is
a special vote for * buildings,” I think I am
right in cslling the hon. member’s attestion to
the fact. If it is the wish of the Committen
that the discussion on the whule of the Estimate
should be taken on the first vote I am willing to
yield; but according to the Standing Orders
and the usage of Parliament I am correct in
calling the hon, member’s attention to this
matter.

Mr. ANNEAR : Then he understood he had’

the conzent of the Commitiee to go on, He
wished to bring undernotice the principle adopted
in New South Wales. They had on their
Estimates a vobe of £97,000 for the erection
of buildings in Phillip and Young streets for
Government departments, but before proceeding
with the work a board of three leading architects
of Sydney was appointed to go through the
whole of the plans and specifications. They
were to bring up a report to the public works
committee, who reported to Parliament before
the work was gone on with. In this case
£100,000 was to be spent ; and while he was not
saying one word against the officars of the Works
Department, he wounld point out that the plans
of the building had been drawn up by the
Colonial Architect and the officers of his depart-
ment and submitted to the officers of the Lands
Department, but no professional men had
been called in from out+ide to report upon them.
In one case in New South Wales, where
£80,000 or £90,000 was to be spent, the board
of expert architects reported that on going
through the building they found there was suffi-
cient accommodation forthe officers of the depart-
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ments for ten years to come, with the result that
the extra building proposed was not erected.

He therefore trusted that the
{9780 p.m.] Minister would call in three of the

leading architects of the city to go
through these plans and specifieations before the
work was entered upon. He would also draw
attention to the material that had been used
in varivus public buildings in Brishane. He
referred, first of all, to the first portion of the
Treasnry Buildings, which had been erected
many years ago. Elon. members would know
that the sandstone steps in the Queen-street
entrance to that building had become so worn
that they had to be replaced with slate imi-
ported from the old country. The hon. members
for Moreton and Toombul would bear out his
statement that there was within seven or eight
miles of Drisbane granite not to be excelled in
any other part of the world. )

Weasrs. Cavpsrrn and Perrie : Hear, hear!

Mr. ANNEAR: And why was this granite
not us:d instead of sandstene, which had to be
replaced every few years? Tt was thirty-four
years since the Brisbune Town Hall had been
erected, and as any hon. member could see the
front steps of that building, which were of
Hnoggera granite, were as good now as they were
when it was first ervected. 'There was splendid
granite at Enoggera, and why was it not used ?
Moreover they had wasoms in Brisbane who
could work that granite quite as cheaply as some
of the stone thut was being used in the new
Central Railway Station. He believed in a
uniform colour for buildings, and that was why
he helieved in the Enoggera granitz. The whole
of the curbing in connection with the wood-
paving in Brisbane was of the same material,
and there was nothing to beat it. Ie had
seen immense blocks of it shipped to Rock-
hampton by Mr, Willcocks for the bridge there,
and it had also been used by the contractor for
the new Victoris Bridge, Mr, Midson. He
trusted the Minister would consult the Colonial
Architect with regsrd to the stone to be used in
the new Land and Survey building, and he also
trusted that the whole of the steps and base
courzes would be Xnoggera granite, which was
as good as any in the world.

EIr. KERR: What about Aberdeen granite?

Mr., ANNFEAR: The Enoggera granite was
quite as good as the Aberdeen stone. He kunew
sormcthing about the matter, as he had seen
millions of tons of granite shipped in the old
country. With regard to some of the increases
referred tn by the Minister, he wished to be
candid, He sympathised with the officer the
Minister had particularly referred to; but since
reading the report and taking into consideration
the conduct of two gentlemen, he thought justice
had besn meted out to that official.  The Under
Secrctary had had a great deal to do with the
central sugar mills, and be was justly entitled to
the increase, because that work had entailed a
good deal of labour, and he thought that gentle-
man always performed his work faithfully. The
Colonial Architect was also fully entitled to the
increase of £50 put down on this vote, and if it
came to a division he would vote for these in-
creages. 'The Colonial Architect, Mr. Brady,
was fully entitled to the amount put down
for him on the HEstimate, because he was a very
competént officer; and he faithiully performed
his duties, and at all times did his work in the
interests of the people of the colony.

Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay) asked the
Minister if all the increases had been recom-
mended by the Civil Service Board?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORES: Yes.

Mr, JENKINSON: He noticed from the
Auditor-General’s report that there was a sum
of £11,700 unauthorised expenditure” for public
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works, and he thought it was absolutely necessary
in the interests of pure political life, that the
Minister should give hon, members some idea of
how that amount was to be expended.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLICc WoORKS : That will
come under the head of buildings,

Mr. JENKINSON: There wus an increase
first of all of £35 for the draftsman, and then
there was £325 for temporary professional assist-
ance under this item. He would like the Ministsr
to explain that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORKS:
The unforeseen expenditure referred to by the
hon member was rendered necessary on account
of increased work in the department ; a number
of temporarv assistants had to be employed.

Mr. JENKINSON : Was the increased work
sprung suddenly on the department ?

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
Increased work was sprung upon the department
nearly every day.

Mr. CAMPBELL (Moreton) regretted that he
could not see his way to follow the lead of the
hon. member, Mr. Annear, with regard to the
proposed increase to the salary of the Under
Secretary for Public Works ; and the Minister
himself had given no reasen to justify it. Inhi
opinion the Government Architect and the
accountant were perfectly able to carry out the
duties of the Under Secretary without any
trouble to themselves.

The SromrETARY rorR PuBLic Works: You
might make a similar remark in connection with
every other department.

Mr. CAMPBELL: In New South Wales,
Victoria, and Western Awustralia the under
secretaries were professional men, who knew
all about the work they were supposed to super-
vise. In those colonies the Under Secretary for
Works must be a man perfectly qualified by his
professional training to advise the Minister. In
the report of the Public Service Beard attached
to the inquiry referred to by the Minister, both
Mr. Robertson and M, Brady testified to the
ability and zeal of those under them. He doubted
the correctness of that, because the inquiry,
Jack v. Robertson, was a proof that there was
considerable dissatisfaction amongst the officers
of the department. He might say, b=fore pro-
ceeding further, that a considerable section of the
public outside were interested in, and exercised
over, the inquiry ; and those who had spoken to
him were of the opinion that justice had not been
dons in the decision arrived at.

Mr. Kerr: You cannot have read the
evidence.

Mr. CAMPBELL : He had read the evidence
very carefully. Probably hon. members were
unaware of the procestes of an inquiry of that
kind. Witnesses were sworn, and gave their
evidence in the usual way. The evidence was
taken down by a shorthand writer, but the wit-
ness never saw his evidence until it appeared in
the document presented to Parliament. He had
it from the solicitor who conducted the case for
Mr. Jack that the evidence was very much
altered from the evidence as it was given.

Mr. Kerr: Do youmeanto say the shorthand
writer altered the evidence? That is a serious
charge.

Mr. CAMPBELL said he knew the serious
nature of the charge, and he asserted that the
Public Service Board did not conduct their
inguiries as they should do. In courts of law a
witness was permitted to hear his evidence read,
and to correct any errors he may have fallen
into. Nobody was infallible. The shorthand
writer was not infallible, and it was possible he
had made serious mistakes.

Mr. Groox : Is not a copy of his evidence sent
$o every witness for revision ?
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Mr. CAMPBELL : Notininquiriesbeforethe
Public Service Board.

Mr. Grood: If it is not, 1% ought to be,

Mr. CAMPBELL : Certainly ; that was the
only fair course. How could they judge on
evidence produced in a document of that kind if
it was nob correct, He would now refer to the
report and evidence. The first thing to note
was this minute by the Minister—

Refer this, together with evidence talken, to the

Attorney-General.
Nothing was evidently done in that direction, as
there was nothing to show what the Attorney-
Geeneral’s opinjon was with regard to i, im
question 27 Mr. Jack was mads to say—

I am the practizal head of my department, and bMr.

Brady would not presume to advise me.
He was told by Mr. Jack’s solicitor that thab
was entirely wrong ; that he could not possibly
have said so, becanse Mir. Brady was the prac-
tical head of his deparbment. That was only a
small matter, but it went to show how trust-
worthy the evidence was, Then they came to
question 90—

You were reprimanded, you say? Yes; I went to Mr.

Lobertson about it.
Mr. Price said that Br. Jack never said any-
thing of the kind, and that he never was
reprimanded. In question 129, Mr. Murray was
asied by Captain Townley—

Do you rscollect receiving that ietter? No.

That referred to a letter Mr. Jack alleged he
had sent by a messenger to the Minister. Mr.
Murray had no recollection of receiving it. His
information was that the letter was absolutely
delivered on the DMinister’s table by the
messenger, and it was incomprehensible that
they could not get to the bottom as to where the
letter was,

The SECRETARY ¥OB PuBLIc WoRKS : Why did
he not keep a copy ?

Mr. CAMPBELL : He did not know. He
was nob responsible for that. Ab question 232
a mabter concerning cement was dealt with, and
this question was asked—

At the time this cement was mentioned was Oryle
inspeetor?  Yes. .

Afr. Rolevtson : I know of no communication between

Oryle and myself with regard to cement. It would be
likely to be between the Government Architect and
Mr. €ryle, I Lave not the slightest recollection of
writing to Mr, Cryle on the subject of cement.
Tt seemed that the answer was that Mr. Robert-
son did eventually remember writing something
to Mr, Cryle about the cement; but there was
not a single syllable about that in the evidenci.
Then following question 245 there was the fol-
lowing note :—

[Mr. Price here handed a letter to Mr. Robertson for

perusal, the original having been torn in half by Mr.
Jack, and destroyed.]
That was not the case, It was Mr, Robertson
who destroyed the letter, and he would admib it.
Vet Mr. Jack was given credib for destroying it.
It was a very important matter; a very queer
business that that serious mistake should be
made, considering the nature of the inquiry, and
it made a wonderful difference in the evidence.
Then question 739 was asked—

My, *3ulley: Did Jack say anything more at the
time? No; Jack went out of my room by the side door,
and Mr. Robertsun eame inte my room and collected 2s.

What date was this? This was on the 22nd October,
1886, I put it down in pencil hefore it was collected,
to sae if Mr. Jack’s words would come true,

Cuptein Townley : And that was the only time that
that sort of thing was said to you? Ibave heard some-
thing about it before. I thought it looked as.lf the
officer followed him or came up the street with him.
The evidence given by Mr. Bell was that he
made a note of the date because it was such a
glaring case. That was with reference to some




Supply.

cab fares. Mr. Price, the solicitor, declared that
the words ‘“glaring case” were used, but those
words had been taken ous. He contended that
when shorthand notes were taken of evidence
the actual words used should be recorded, The
evidence should be given word for word in the
printed report as it was given before the buard
of inquiry, and when such omissions as that
were discovered there was certainly room for
very grave suspicion.

The SEcruTARY FOr PuBLic WoRks : Do you
suspect anyone ?

Mr. CAMPBELL: He was not a detective,
and was not trying tofind out how the alterations
came to_be made. He considered he did quite
enough in drawing public attention to the matter,
and if possible getting a further inquiry held, so
that the light of day might be thrown upon the
whole matter. As he said at the comwmencement
of his remarks, if it was possible for such serious
mistakes to occur, the whole inguiry was an
absolute farce, At question 939, Mr, Rolertson
was asked—

Captoia Townley : Relerring to the letter which you
received from 3r. Jack and tore up. Do you consider
it was insulting?® Yes.

Did you not consider it your duty to suspend him,
and report him to the Minister? Yes.

Why didw’t you? .Because it was done on the spur
of the moment. I wrote the meno. to Juck requosting
the immediste withdrawal of the letter or serious con-
sequences might ensue. I then saw the memo, from
Jack, and the matter was scttled a fow days after.

After you had seen Mr. Jack and spoken to him on
the oceasion that you tore up the letter, did he make
an apology for having written that letter? He simply
withdrew it. I considered that if he withdrew the
lotter there was an end to it.

Did you consider that sufficient? Yes, I considered
that suflicient.

Would vou cunsider that a serious charge to make
against you, collecting cab fares that you never
expendedr Yes, Perbaps if I had taken more time to
think of it I would have acted differently. But I
wrote on the spur of the moment after receiving it.

Now the absolute evidence tendered in that caso
was this—

Cuaptatn Townley : Mr. Robertson, when you rumeived
that Ietter from Mr. Jack making those serions charges
against you, i€ they were incorrect, did you not con-
sider it your duty to suspeud that oflicer®

Mr. Robertson: Yes. I 4id, but I was rather busy at
at the time.

Caplain Towarley: But you had ithat letter for scme
time beforc Mr. Jack gained the interview which he
asked for in the letter (two days); during that time did
you not cousider it your duty to show that letter Lo
your Minister or the Public Service Board, if the charges
were incorrect P

Afr. Robertson: Yes, I did, but ¢s I said before, gentle-

men, I was rather busy at the time.
Now let hon. members compare that with the
evidence printed with the report, and see the
serious difference there was between the two.
Mr. Price correctly looked upon that as the crux
of the whole position.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC Works: Why
should we assume that the printed evidence Is
less correct than the evidencs you are quoting ?

Mr, CAMPBELL : At all events, he laid the
mattor fairly and squarely before the public, and
if it was gone into further they could easily
discover who was correct, Captain Townley
further asked-—

Did Mr. Jack apologise for laving sent you that
letter ?

M. Robertson: No.

Ar, Price: Mr, Robertson, how do you account for the
stoppage in the petty cash-book from the date of Mr.
Jack’s letter to you?

My, Robertson : T donot know.

Afr, Price: Now own up. Did you not take 2 little of
Jack’s advice, and try to become honest?

There was not one word of that in the official
evidence. The whole thing had been omitted.

The SECRETARY FoR PUBLIC WORKS: Are you
convineced that all that is correct?
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Mr, CAMPBELL : He was, He would not
have taken up the case unless he was perfectly
satisfied. He had not taken it up without
serious thought and consideration, and he hoped
as the result of his action that it would be
reopened and justice be done. It was with that
object he kad Lrought the matter forward. He
had a lot of people at his back outside who had
urged him to Dring it forward., His firm had
business connection with the Department of
Works, and it was very distasteful to him to
have to go into such an affair; bus he thought
in common justice the whole question should be
reopened and gone iuto fully. In justification
for the position he had taken up that there
was no real necessity for an under secretary
for that departmont, he had already referred to
the practice in New South Wales, Victoria,
South Australia, and Western Australia. To none
of those colonies wus there any such officer. The
officer wheo did the secretarial work should be a
man_of professional training. He took it that
Mr, Brady had sufficient knowledge of secretarial
work to enable him to undertake thas in addition
to his professional duties;and if the Government
wanted to save money and be economical, he
pointed out to them that there was an absolute
waste of money in retaining the services of an
Under Secretary for Works. Mr, Robertson,
of course, would have to be provided for in some
other way, but he did not hesitate to say that
he was not required in that office. His business
experience taught bim that the departinent
could be run by Mr. Brady and Mr. Bell, the
accountant.

Ir. JeNkiNsoN : Is Mr, Brady not often away
from Brisbane ?

Mr, CAMPYBHLL : Not very often, and when
Mr. Robertson had been absent there was no
difficuley in kesping bis work up to date. e

knsw theve was deep-rooted disaffec-

10 p.m.] titm in the department, and he

bslieved it would be Letter to have
an absolutely independent inquiry to enable the
whole matter to be cleared up. He noticed it
was proposs=d to give an increase to Mr. Drady.
He had nothing to say against Mr. Brady, who
was a competent man, but he kuew the men
below him were very competent, and he did not
think they had been treated as they should have

been. He was glad they were now receiving
attention, but he was dirgusted with the

measure of abtention they had recsived.
They were devoting the best years of their
lives to their work, and hon. members could
well imagine the immense amount of money
that might be lost to the colony by the assistant
architect or the chief draftsman if there wasa
feeling that they were badly treated. Carelessly
drawn specifications or plans might lose the
colony a2 great deal of money; so the labourer
wais worthy of his hire, and when competent men
came into the service thinking their efforts would
be recognised it was a crying shame that their
claims sheuld not be justly recognised.

The PrREMIER : Itrests with the Public Service
Board,

Mr, CAMPBELL looked upon the Public
Service Board as a mere buffer. He took it that
if they had done their duty, and had conducted
that inquiry as they ought, there would have
been 10 necessity to refer to it to-night, He did
not believe that the public service had confidence
in the board.

Mr. JENKINSON : They are only marionettes.

Mr. CAMPBELL: Mr, Jack was disrated -
by the board to the extent of £10 per annum.
The members of the board heard the evidence
given, and they knew more about the malter
than the Minister could possibly do, yet the
Minister first made a minute approving of the
Civil Service Board’s recommendation, but after-
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wards made a minute to the effect that having
read the evidence—the printed evidence to which
he had already referred—he was now of opinion
that Mr. Jack had been too leniently dealt with
by the board, and he then interfered with the
decision of the board by knocking another £20
off Mr. Jack’s salary.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic WoRKS : What
did the bLosrd say about him in addition to
recommending the reduction of £10°?

Mr. CAMPBELL: e was prepared to read
that also—

The board comsider Mr. Jack’s conduct has been

most insubordinate and highly censurabie, and that his
association with My MeCulloch in earrying on a system
of espionags upon the actions and movements of their
superior officer was subversive of discipline and dis-
credituble to all engaged in it. If the board were not
under the impression that 3r. Jack believed his charge
to be bond fide, they would lLave no hesitation in
recommending his dismissal, but as they are of that
impression, and knowing him to hiave the reputation of
being a capable and zealous officer, who has generally
performed his duties to the satisfaction of the depart-
ment for many years, the board feel inclined to
recommend that he be more leniently dealt with, and
they think that he should be reprimanded, and that
his salary be reducel from £270 to £260 per annum,
and they recommend aecordingly,
Mr. Jack absolutely denied the espionage, but it
was absolutely true that he believed Mr. Robert-
son to be against him, and if be made an error
in that respect it was only an error of judgment
on his part. If 3r, Jack wus sy guilty as the
Minister would have anybody believe, he ought
to have been dismissed straight out. There was
a little more in this veport of the board, which he
would read—

The Under Sceretary cannot bhe held blameless, fof

had he, when he received Juck’s letter of the 13th
Janunary, 1896, accusing him of dishonesty, takeu
prompt action by suspending him and having his
charges thorougily investizated, it cannot he doubted
that all this subsequent trouble would have been
avoided,
Mr. Robertson kept the letter a couple of days,
and eventually tore it up. The printed evidence
said that Mr, Jack tore it up, but the fact was
that Mr. Robertson himself tore it up in Mr.
Jack’s presence. He would now refer again to
the gerious question of the immense amount of
money that might be saved or lost to the country
in connection with the drawing of plans; and
here he would say that he agreed with the sug-
gestion made by the hon. member for Mary-
borough, that all important works over, say,
£25,000, should be submitted to an independent
board of architects, He believed the colony
would gain thereby, and it would allay a lot of
friction and annoyauca that was going on at
present, That was the practics followed in the
mother colony, and he believed that it was a
very good cne. It could not do any possible
harm, and it was an extension of ihe idea pro-
mulgated in connection with the appointment of
a railways committee. He contended that Mr.
Jack was the most competent officer at this end
of the colony. The following evidence of his
training would show how much he could lose or
save to the department :—

In the course of my early training, and at consider-
able expense, I served an apprenticeship in one of the
most réputed cabinet-making shops in Scotland (1. Reid
and Son, of Ayr) toenable me to grasp the superior class
of workmanship in the timber trade. During that time
my evenings were spent in the study of architecture
and building enustruction at theé branch classes of the
South Kensington Science and Art Department, from

. which T gained excellent certificatss in geometry and
building construction. On the expiration of my five
years’ apprenticeship, I joined the employment of
Messrs J. Meikle and Sons, the largest and mostsnceess-
ful Government building contractors in Scotland,
remaining with them until the date of my departure
for Queensland, where I continued in the building
trade, contracting and otherwise, up to the date of my
joining the service in 1888,
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That training enabled him to do a great deal of
work in connection with the preparing of draw-
ings for furniture and the supervision of that
work. Without any reflection on the gentleman
who succeeded him—and Mr. Murdock was a
very good architect—the colony waslosing money
in consequence of not baving a man with the
same practical training to replace Mr. Jack,
He would quote the report made by the Public
Service Board in regard to Mr. Jack when it
inspected the Works Department on 19th Sep-
tember, 1896-—
Inspector of Works, My, W, T, Juck. Salary, £250.
Joined the department in 1888.

The office of invpector of works is a very responsible
one, and to properiy fill the position it is necessary that
the holder should be a practical and experienced man,
of undoubted integrity. His duties are to report on all
matters portaining to buildings, to supervise work in
nrogr to inspeet and report on buildings where
repairs erations, or additions arerequired, to arrange
for the pricing of small works, furniture, etc. Heshould
be able to draft his own specifications, and prepare his
own estimates, and to advise and direct contractors,
and to impress them with the conviction that he wader-
stands his business.

Mr. Jack is reputed to be a good officer, and to be well

suited by training and temperament for the office he
holds.
He would like to ask the Secretary for Works
to authorise an inquiry into the Works Depart-
ment generally, or to appoint a select committee to
inquireinto that particular case. In theinterests
of both men a public inquiry should be held.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
thought the hon, member for Moreton took up
rather a etrange position. In the first place, he
said that tha Under Secretary for Works was
not required at all—that there was nothing to
prevent the Government Architect doing the
whole of the work. That went to show that the
services of the Government Architect were not
required at all in his professional duties. Hedid
not think the hon. member knew a great deal
about the office, or he would not speak in that way.

Mr, CAMPBELL : I have the other colonies as
evidence.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS:
No doubt the inspestor of works who had been dis-
rated was a capable man, but no one who read
the evidence could come to any other conclusion
than that the conduct of Mr. Jack and Mr.
MecCulloch in banding together to dog the Under
Secretary for months and months was most
reprehensible,

Mr, XurR: It shows they had not much to do.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS :
Tt showed that they bad not much to do, but they
stated that they believed the Under Secretary had
some design against them, and that he was stand-
ing in the way of their promotion, and they
therefore tried to discover something which
would place him in their power, and to rake up
some charge against him which they might hold
as a threat over his head if he stood in the way
of their promotion.

Mr. JENKINSON : If you believed that, it was
your duty to discharge him. You conviet your-
self.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
They failed most completely, as was proved by
the evidence, in substantiating a single charge
against Mr. Robertson. Their conduct was most
contemptible.

Mr, ArMsTRONG : Why didn’t you sack them ?

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
The proper remedy was to sack them both. The
statement of the hon. member for Moreton was
the first he had heard of the charge that the
evidence had been distorted, but the same objec-
tion might be urged against the report from
which the hon. member had quoted. The
evidence was taken at a public inquiry, and Mr,
Jack had every opportunity of bringing all the
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evidence at his command ; but instead of that he
came forward with bald statements, From his
letter to Mr. Robertson, and the evidencs, it
was apparent that Mr, Jack believed the Under
Secretary was standing between him and promo-
tion, and he wanted to have some mesus of
coercing Mr. Robertson into recommending his
promation, e belisved that the board had not
reconizended Mr., Jaclk’s instant dismissal
because he was a good officer. Although he was
represented by a solicitor, he failed completely
to prove his charge, and he had no sympathy
whatever with him. His version of the evidence
was different from that which the Committee hud
before them,

Mr. CampBELL: He never had an opportunity
of seeing the report of his evidence,

The SECRETARY I'OR PUBLIC WORKS:
He understood the witness had an opportunity
of heuring his evidence read, but it seemed tiat
in this case it was not done, but that was no
fault of the department.

Mr, CAMPBELL : A very big fault on the part
of the Civil Service Board.

Mr, PETRIE (Toombul): With regard to the
working of the Works Department, there was
no doubt there had been a good deal of dissatis-
faction amongst the general public. He did not
wish to cast any reflection on the Government
Avrechitect or the Under Secretary, both of whem
were personal fricnds of his ; but, he thoughs it
was as well that thess matters should be brought
before the Committee, and that it would be in
the Interests of those gentlemen if the Govern-
ment could see their way to order a Royal
Commission to inquire into the whole working
of the departinent. It would be for the benefit
of the contractors and builders generally, and
he knew that within the department itself
there had been—and he believed 1t still existed—
very much dissatisfaction. He was not going
to refer to Mr. Jack’s case, which there was no
doubt, from the report, was a very bad one ; but
if the evidence had been taken in another form
there was no saying what the result might have
been. The total amount asked for this depart-
ment was £122,246. In Victoria the total
amount asked for the department of buildings
was £98,661; but it was true, as the hon.
member for Moreton had said, that there was no
under secretary in that coliny, and that they
worked on entirely different lines to what they
did in Queenslard. They had been in the habit
in Queensland for thirty odd years of having
an under secretary, and, of course, he should not
like a radical change made now unless a
commission were appointed to thoroughly in-
quire into the working of the department. The
Secretary for Works had had a good many
representations from outside contractors, and
had tried, as far as possible, to remedy a good
many of the defects and grisvances which
existed. ¥e gave him credit for that., The
Secretaries for Works previous to Mr, Murray
had bhad such a short time that they had not
been in touch with the department and had not
had the opportunity of making thewselves
acquainted with the details as they should have.
He did not say that the Minister should take up
every little paltry matier; but he might take
the trouble to make himself a little bit more
acquainted with the various branches than they
had done. The hon. member for Maryborough
had referred to the Treasury Buildings., He
did not wish to cast any particular blame on the
contractors; but every practical man knew
that the stone from Highfields should not
have gone into it. The steps should have
been put in with good granite. They had
any amount of it at Enoggera, Mount Crosby,
and in other places around Brisbane. If
they went into polishing granite, it would
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mean opening up quarries and importing a
very large amount of expensive machinery ;
with the risk, too, that they would not know how
the quarries were going to turn out. If they
turned out right, they would be able to stock the
place in a few months, and then they would
have to compete with the outside world.
Although he was a protectionist, and helieved in
getting everything they possibly could in the
colony, he did not think that, with the labour
conditions which prevailed in the colony, they
would be able to compste with the Aberdeen
granite if they went into the matter of polished
work,

The SEcrETARY FOR PUBLIo LANDS: What do
we want polished work for?

3r. PETRIE: They waunted columns. In
Syduney the contractors, Messrs. IcCreedy
Brothers, had to import special machinery to
turn the columns there. If he had been informed
rightly, it was proposed to have columns in the
new Lands Office, aud to use colonial grinite.
He hoped that that would be accomplished, and
that they would be able to get the machinery to
deal with it, He used a lot of granite, and he
was sorry to say he had to import it, becsuse
notwithstanding the heavy duty of 25 per cent.,
he could import it as cheayply, if not cheaper, than
the local article. In the building of the new
Lands Office they would be spending a large
amount of money, and, without intending to
cast any rcfloction on Mr, Brady, he should
have liked to have seen him relleved of the
responsibility, and the work offered for public
competition throughout the world, if necessary,
because in the construction of large public build-
ings, the best possible advice should be got, so
that the mistukes made in the Parliament Build-
ings and other putlic offices might he remedied.
The difference batween the salary paid to Mr.
Brady and those paid to the first and second
assistant architects was too grest, and he hoped
that next year the Minister would take that

matter into his consideration, ands
[10°30 p.m.]see thit justice was meted out to

those officers. With regard to Mr.
Robertson, if it were shown that he had = great
deal more to do he should not object to his
recsiving the same sulary as other under sec-
retaries, bu: under present conditions he c.n-
sidered thot £600 a year was ample, and could
not see his way to support the proposed increase
of £50.

Mr. ANNEAR : He thoroughly agreed with
the hon. member for Moreton that Mr. Jack
was a competent man, but surely he was not
the only man in Brisbane competent to super-
vise the erection of buildings. Mr. Morry,
who was now in charge of the new Lands
Office, was a competent man, and would faith-
fully perform the work entrusted to him. The
hon, member for Toombul stated that he was a
protectionist, but at the same time argued that
the granite quarried at Enoggera could not be
worked as well as the granite obtained from
Aberdeen, If the hon. member looked at the
mouth of the graving dock at South Brisbane he
would sezstones of from four to five tons, and every
one of those came from Enoggera. He hoped that
they would employ granite masons in Brisbaune,
and at other places in the colony where granite
could be obtained, and not bring their stone
from Aberdeen or anywhere else, They had
good granite at Warwick, Stanthorpe, Charters
Towers, and other places in the colony, and he
should like to see that used in their public works.
With regard to Mr. Jack, he was sorry that he
did not take the advice of the Minister, and nof
force the inquiry which had been held, for had
he done so he would not bhave brought that
hornet’s nest about his ears. While saying that,
he would not utter one word against Mr, Jack,
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for he believed that during the time he had been
looking after Government work in Drishane he
had done his work honestly.

Mr. PETRIE thought the hon, member for
MaryLorough misunderstood him. What he
said was that the local granite conld he used for
certain work, but that when it came to polished
work, such as was required for monumental and
other purposes, it was cheaper to import granite
from Aberdeen. He would not import a single
stone if he could help i, but it could not ke
avoided.

Mr. GROOM (Drayton and Tocwoonba) was
not at all satictied with the extraordinarily
arbitrary action of the Minister in overriding the
decision of the Public Ssrvice Board in regard to
Mr. Jack. If that board was worth anything
at all—and it was the epinicn of a great majority
of the public of Queensland that 1t wus of very
little ssrvice except as a buffer between the
Government and the Civil Service—its decision
ought to be respectod.

The SECRETARY vor PuBnic Works: It is
only a recommendation.

Mr, GROOM : The Public Servics Board had
the witnesses before them, and from their
demeanour were able to judge of the facts of the
case, uninfluenced by any personal prejudices or
party predilections, and they recommended that

Mr, Jack should bs censured, and that £10-

shouid be deducted frem his salary, With all
due respect to the Minister, ha held that that
was sulficient punishment for any offence thai
Mr., Jack had committed, if he had commibted
anoffence, Sco es of people outsidesywpathised
with Mr., Juck, and considersd that justice had
not been done to him. The precedsnt set by
the hon. gentleman in overridinge the decision of
the Public Service Board, and deducting £20
more from that officer’s salary than they recom-
mended, was a dangercus one, and there was no
telling what mischief it might lead to if it were
of universal »pplication.

The SecRETARY vOoR PunLic Works: I don't
think vou csn have read the evidencs,

Mr, GROOM: The evidence had nothing to
do with the matter, Ths hon. gentleman had
set 2 bad precedent in selting aside the decision
of the board—a precedent which in all his
experience he had never known to be adopted by
any other Ministor in this colony, and one which
he hoped he would never see followed by any
other Minister. A% any rate he entered his pro-
test aguinst it, as he considered that the punish-
ment recommendad by the Public Service Board
was quite sufficient for the alleged offence. If
the officer were incempetent, and the hon.
gentleman had information that he had acted as
a spy on Mr. Robert:on’s action for the purpose
of taking some proczeding against him, then he
should have heen dismissed the public service.
But the FPublic Service Board did not recommend
that, and he hoped the Minister woald never
take such a vicious course again as that which he
had adopted .in this instance, by deliberately
setting aside the recommendation of the board,

Mr. STORY (Balonne): e had read the
evidence in this case and did not agree ab all
with the hon. member for Toowoomba. He
thought the Minister had made a very proyer
departure and had shown the Public Service
Board that he was head of the department, and
as master in that department he would put down
with a strone hand any such action as Mr. Jack
had been guilty of.

Mr. ARMSTRONG (Lockyer) was astonished
to hear the hon. member for Toowoomba say
that in the whole course of his parliamentary
experience he could not point to a similar case of
a Minister overriding the Public Service Board.
In his own short experience of six years he had
met numberless instances in which Ministers
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had entirely overridden recommendations of that
board. If the Minister was to be boss in his
own office he had a right to deal with the officers
in that office. He had read the whole of the
evidence and correspondence in the case, bub the
issue before them now was entirely apart from
that. It was the question raised by the hon.
member for Moreton, who said the evidence as
printed was wrong.

Mr. Kear: Cooked.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : As the hon. member
said, the charge now made was that the evidence
as printed was *‘cooksd.” That chargze was
made by a responsible person, and the Minister
should ‘satisfy the Committee in regard to the
future action he propssed to take upen that
charge. He had no feeling in the matter, but he
was sure no member of the Committee would
bring a fictitious case before the Chamber,
and they had a right to know which was right
—the evidence as printed, or the cvidence as
stated by the hon. member for Moreton—before
they went on persevering in a course to swhich
the hon, member objected. He had always held
that the Public Service Board was more or less
of a nonentity, and was purely and simply a
buffer between the Minister and the public.
When a grave charge was made that the evi-
dence taken before that tribunal was not correctly
reporsed some inquiry into that charge should be
made. He supported the contention of the hon,
member for Moreton in that point, and he hoped
the Secretary for Works would give the Com-
mittee some assurance on the matter.

Mr. McDONNELL: He had moved some
time zgo that the papers in this case should be
printsd, At the time he had never spoken to
Mr. Jack about the matter, and had met thab
gentleman only once, when he had brought him
down to the Valley Post Office to look into a job
which reflected little credit on the officers of the
department responsible for the specifications,
which provided for the painting of only one side
of certain rooms, leaving the other three bare.
He had moved for the papers at the request of
a large wumber of perzons outside, who were
strongly of the npinion that Mr. Jack had heen
very badly treated. Fe had read the evidence
very carefully, and, judging the case on that
evidence, the conclusion he came to was that
Mr. Jack had not been too harshly treated after
all. But it had been pointed out repeatedly to
him that the printed evidence in the case was
not a true record of the proceedings at the
inquiry, and that had now been openly stated by
the hon. member for Moreton.

The SECRETARY FOoR PuBric Works: Do you
endorse that ?

Mr, McDONNELL : He did not endorse it;
but it was a very serious charge, and he was sure
every member of the Committee would be pre-
pared to say that, unless the hon. member for
Moreton had sound and valid reasons for making
so sericus a statement, he would never have
made it in that Chamber. He was much influ-
enced in his opinion of the case by the position
taken up by that hon. member. They kuew
that with their own shorthand staff—as good as
any to be found in any of the Parliaments of
Australia—errors crept in, and points were some-
times omitted that they would like to sce
included in the reports of their speeches. He
did not know who took the notes in that case,
but it was likely that the serious points referred
to by the hon. member, and which put a different
complexion on the whole case, might have been
left out by the shorthand writer. He understood
that witnesses examined before the Public Service
Board did not have an opportunity of revising
the proofs of their evidence in the same way
as witnesses before a select committee or Royal
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Gommission, and that was a grave fault in the
conduct of proceedings by the Public Service
Board. The only satisfaction they could get in
the matter now was by acceding to the request
of the hon. member for Moreton, and having a
select committee to inquire into the matter, so
that all the evidence might be properly sifted.
He had been rather surprised, in reading the
papers in the case, to find that a matter was
referred to in which he had himsslf been in-
directly interested—DIr. Marwedel’s complaint
about the supply of mattresses to the Too-
woomba Lunatic Asylum. That had been a
cause of some unpleasantness in the department,
and it showed the very slipshod way of carrying
out comtracts adcopted by the deparbtment—
that o man was allowed to tender, and only when
another man repeatedly complained about the
articles supplied, was an examination made; and
then it was found that the articles were not up
to the required standard, and that there was a
loss to the department of £42, The whole sum
and substance of the matter was that there was
a lot of rottenness about the Works Department,
the same as thers wss aboub other departments,
What they wanted was a Royal Commissinn to
inquire into the working of the whols Public
Service. They had had Royal Commissions
appointed to 1uquire into the working of the
Police Dapartment and the Goverament Print-
ing Office. The work of these commissions
had thrown a good deal of light on the
workings of those particulur departments, and
he belisved that the efforts of those commissions
would beneficially affect those departments in
the future. He thought there was very goud
reason to take exception to the action of the
Minister in overriding the recommendation of
the Public Service Boar:l. He was uot satisfiad
with reducing Mr, Jack’s sa'sry by £10, but he
further reduced it by another £20, which would
always be a mark of censure against that gentle-
man in the department.

The SrCcrRETARY For PuBLic Works: It may
be a beneficial lesson to him.

Mr. 3cDONNELL: He thought it was rather
too vindictive on the part of the Minister. If hs
had scospted the recommendation of the board
in the matter, and had acted upon it, thas would
have been sufficient punishment.

Mr, O'CONNELL (Musgrave) was very much
surprissd at the endorszuient of espionage in the
department which had been displayed by some
hon. members,

Mr. MoDonNELL : Nobody endorsed that,

Mr. MoDoxanp: The only endorsement has
been by the Minister.

Mre. O’CONNULL ¢ The Minister had spoken
as strongly as possible against that, but the hon.
member for Fortitnde Valley said that the
Minister had been vindictive in the matter.

Mr. MoDoxneLL: I said it looked like vindic-
tiveness,

Mr, O’CONNELL: The Public Service Board
said thut had they thought Mr. Jack had not acted
bond fide, they would have recommended his dis-
missal, and he belicved that the Minister would
havebesn justified in dismissing him, ashisconduct
was despicable. That officer distinctly stated in
evidence the reason why he had been $aking
notes—to liold them in terrorem over the Under
Wecretary, so that if he did not do what Mr. Jack
wantad he would be able to say, “I’ll expose
you.” How, under thess circumastances, could
anyone say that Mr, Jack had been punisied too
sevarely ? If he had acizd in any way for the
public good-—to prevent Mr. Robertsou from
doing some wrong—there might have bern some
excuse, bub his action was mean and despicable,
because he (Mr. (’Connell) did not believe in
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spies. That was Mr. Jack’s actionright through
the piece, and the Minister would have been
justified in dismissing him straightway.

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders): Apsrt alto-
gether from the evidence, what concerned him
was the pesition taken up by the Minister in
conunecsion with the recownmendation of the
Public Service Board., Although the board
recommended that Mr, Jack be reprimanded
and his salary riduced by £10, the Minister
went over the biead of the board and rednced his
salary by £30. He did not know whether the
Minister for Works or the Chief Secretary wus
responsible, because, according to the evidence,
the whole Lusiness went throwgh the Chief
Secretary’s office,

The SECRETARY FOR Pustic WoORks: The
Chief Secretary t:ad nothing to do with it,

Mr. McDONALD : He had, according to the
minute signed by Mr, A. B, Drury, the Clerk of the
Council, which was to the effect that the Chief
Secrctary act:d for the Secretary for Works in
his sbeence, A% any rate, on sever:l occasions
it had been proved that the Public Servies
Board was absolutely useless; the Government
could do exactly what they liked with the
buard. If the Government wanted a new
anpointment, they went to the board and asked
that the appointment be made, and it was made.
Again, if the Government wished a reduction in
the salary of any particular offiesr, they went to
the beavd, and throngh the supinencss of those
officers the riduction was made,

The HoME SECRETARY : Don’t you make any
mistake about that.

Mr. McDONALD : Was it not & fact that for
some consideralie time there had been a feud
betwesn the hon. gentleman and Mr. Jack.

The SECRETARY roR PrBLic WoRKS : No.

Mr. McDONALD : That was the rumour that
was going about, and if there was anythingin it

it accounted for the fact of the

11 p.m.] Minister ignoring the recommenda-

tion of the Public Service Board
and further reducing Mr, Jack’ssalary, If what
the hon. gentleman had szid was true his only
course was to have discharged Mr. Jack, and be
had failed to do his duty in that respect breause
Lie had not backbone encugh,  There was another
matter that demanded inguiry. The Lon, mem-
ser for Moreton bad made & distinet charge that
the evidenca was not corrasct—that it had lieen
faked up. That was a very serious charge, and
it could be best inguired into by a select com-
mittee of the House. If true everycne of the
pariies mixed up with the faking of the evidence
should be dismissed the service at cnce,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
said be was so convinced of the serious pature of
ihe charge that he would take steps to have it
theroughly cleared up—he would not say at
present how, but it would be done in a mauner
which would be, he trusted, satisfactory to the
House. The evidence before the Public Hervice
Board was taken down by a shorthand writer
who was emploved for the parpose.

Iir. Kerr: Then he w:s none of the Hansard
staff ?

Mr, CampBenL: Noj; he had nothing to do
with the Hansard staff,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKSY:
The shorthand writer was cmployed by the Public
Service Board to taks down the evidenve, He
(Mr. Murray), ¢f course, could not say whether
the evidence was correct or not, bub whatever
doubt there was on the subjcet he would take
steps to have cleared up.

Mr. CAMPBELL : The premise just given by
the Minister was a sufficient justification for the
action he had taken, and he was glad to learn
that the hon. gentleman intended to investigate
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the matter—he hoped by means of a select com-
mittee of the House. As he had urged, witnesses
should have an opportunity of seeing their evi-
dence bufore it was printed,

The Homz SECRETARY: Do they specify in
what particulars it is wrong?

Mr. CAMPBELL said he had already speci-
fied the particulars in which it was wrong, and
if the hon. gentlewan had been present he would
have heard them. With regard to Mr, Merry,
referred to by the hen. member for Maryborough,
his serviees were confined to one particular con-
tract, the new Lands Office. What he com-
plained of was the want of qualified supervision
generslly, and that there was no one down here
%o replace the man sent away. He would briefly
refer to another way in which a good deal of
money was lost, Mr, Robertson travelled about
a good deal with Mr. Brady, inspecting various
works, What could Mr, Robertson know ahout
those works, and why was it necessary for him
to go? If Mr. Brady was Under Secretary and
Architect combined he could do the work per-
fectly well.  They were nice little jaunts for
Mr. Robertson, but nothing was gained by them,
To be consistent with the position he had taken
up he would move that the proposed increass to
the Under Secretary’s salary be postponed until
the result of the inquiry promised by the Minister
was known.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBric WoRrks : The vote
must be passed one way or the other now,

Mr. CAMPBELL: Then he would move that
the item be reduced by £50.

Mr. KERR (Barcoo) : He would cortainly not
support the motion of ths hon. member for
Moreton, ecause considering the time the evi.
dence had been in bis hands ke should have
intimated to the Minister that Mr. Jack was
dissatisfied and wanted to have a select com-
mibtee inquiry. In that case the increase to the
Under Secretary would probably have bren
postponed.  He had read the evidence carefully,
and censidered that Mr, Jack was a very lucky
man in not liiog dismissed from the service
altogether, together with some officers connected
with him. Mr. McCulloch and Mr, Jack were
evidently spying upon Mr. Robertson, and had
neglected their duties, Mr. McCulloch had,
according to the evidence, watched him in and
out of his office, and he would like to know
how that officer could have been doing his
duty at the same time. The hon. member for
Moreton spoke very highly of Mr. Inspestor
Jack, but he might say that when he was in
Oroydon he had 1t on good authority that Mr.
Jack, who was Northern inspecter, knew nothing
of buildings. He was a cabinet-maker by trade,
and held his position for years by virtue of the
influence of Sir Thomas McIlwrsith.,  Anyone
who had listened to the speech of the hon, mem-
ber for Moreton must come to th: conclusion
that there were no other competent inspectorsin
the department besides Mr. Jack. That was
saying very little for the qualifications of other
men, because he had it on the authority of men
on a goldfield not very far from the capital, who
worked with 3r. Jszck in the mother country,
that he did not hold a very good reputation us a
tradesman., Fle believed if he was put to the
bench he wonld prove that hs was not the great
Mr, Jack that some people supposed, a=d that
he traded a good deal upon the friends who were
pushing him forward.

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns) : He thought, with the
hon. membzr for Moreton, that justics had not
been done, He had read the evidence carefully,
and he was decidedly of opinion that Mr. Jack
should either have hean ignominiously sacked or
should not have besn veduced, The evidence
clearly proved that he and some othersin the
department were carrying on a continual system
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of spying on the head of their department, and not
only that, but it further proved that Mr, Jack
was quite content to permit of the continuance
of a lot of evils in the department so long as he
got a share of the boodle. His opinion was that
the Public Service Board should have igno
miniously sacked Mr, Jack. They must either
accept the evidence, or cast a slur on the whole
of the Hansard staff.

Mr. ArM8TRONG : They had nothing to do
with reporting the evidence,

Mr. GIVENS : Whoever the reporiers were
he was quite willing to accept the evidence
taken by them against the opinions of witnesses
who six months afterwards came down and
wanted to have it corrected. The evidence
clearly proved that Mr. Jack Dbrought charges
again:t Mr. Robertson which, if proved, would
have immediately necessitated the discharge of
that gentleman. Mr, Jack said in his evidence
that he was in possession of the evidence to sub-
stantiate his charges months before he made
them, but his evidence was tutally discredited
by the fact that he was not animated by a desire
to do the best for the department, or he would
have brought his charges immediately he became
possessed of the facts. However, he held back
the charges and tried by overt acts to get favours
granted to himself. He did not care a straw
about the welfare of the department, cr safe-
guarding the public interests.  All he looked to
was the forwarding of his own interests, and
corruption in the department could run riot for
all he cared. He did not want to quote the
evidence, but be certainly went with the hon.
meriber for Moreton in saying that justics had
not been done, because either one or the cther of
those officers should have been sacked. As far
as he could see, as soon as the charges were
made Mr. Robertsen demanded an explanation,
Then becanse Mr. Robertson was nobt severe
enough was that a reason why he should be
punished for being lenient? He Lelieved Mr.

2obertson was worthy of condemnation because
he did not immediztely susperd Mr. Jack, and
he should have refused to continue in his position
unless Mr. Jack was sacked, What position
was the public service coming to if subordinates
were allowed to employ their time spying on
their supericr officers and trying to get softer
billets—levying blackmail? That was what the
evidence proved, and he would not vote for the
reduction moved by the hon. member for
Moreton ; but if snybody moved that Mr. Jack
ke sacked be would vote for that.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): According to the
evidence, Mr. Jack was conupt and ought to be
sacked, Mr. Robertson was corrupt and ought to
be sacked, and the Minister, who cverrode the
decision of the Public Service Board, was corrupt
and ought to be sacked also, The best thing
would be to have a clean sweep out, and the
country would be the better for it, The most
serious matter was the fact that there was a
Public Service Board which was supposed to be
an independent institution acting in a judicial
capacity, recommending appointments, pro-
mitions, reductions, and dismissale—that they
should make a certain recommeundation on the
evidercebefors them, and the Ministershould over-
ride thieir decision. Either the hoard was a cats-
paw, a bit of putty, which could be moulded atthe
sweet will of the Minister, or else it was an
independent body with judicial functions. If
Ministers could use the board as a btuffer in
exercising a grudge against an officer or advane-
ing a friend he did not see the use of having the
board at all. 1t appeared to him thai Ministers
did not care how the board ran so long as it did
not run over them, If the Minister had the power
to do as had Leen done in this case,'and the board
was merely putty—-
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The PrEMIER : He has the power and he takes
the responslbxhty

Mr. LESINA: He was glad to hear that
the Minister took the responaxbxht,y of over-
riding a decision given by an independent
tribunal appointed by Parliament to do away
with the exeycise of political influence. If the
mosb insignificant member of the Cabinet could
do that, how much more certain was it that the
Premier and the Treasurer and the Fome
Secretary and the whole Clabinet would exercise
the same influence m eonnection with every
department of the State ? If that was s, this
board was a mere body of putty, asp melessmlly-
like combination standing as a buffer between
Minissers and their responsibility, Le tthe Com-
mittee see whether that body had an y bones at
all-—any independence— and if it had not let it go.
The other night, when the vote in connection
with the board was being considered, it was
pointed out that this body fulfilled certain duties
in a very excellent way, and the Committee
passed the Estimate. Now they found that
when the. board proposid to do a certain thing
some insignificant Minister--one atom in the
Ca,bmet—-slmply trampled upon the board’s
decision. Where were the responsibility and
independence of an organisation like that, when
they could exercise no more influence than that
against the fiat of a Mivister? He would sup-
port the reduction moved by the hon, member
for Moreton.

Mr. FISHER (Gymplie) said that when the
vote for the Government Printing Office was
under consideration, he said that no other
department would come out of an investigation
by a Royal Commission as had been the case
with the Government Printing Office; and he
thought the evidence in this case bore out his con-
tention.  Ile was not concerned about the merits
of Mr. Jack or Mr. McCulloch; but even sup-
posing that Mr. Jack had not a tittle of proof
regarding the allegations he made against the
Under Secretary»—whleh vere not proved accord-
ing to the evidence in the report—what state
of affairs was there in the dapartment when any
subordinate officer should think that if ke could
geb hold of something, and bring a charge against
the Under Secretary, that would be sutiicient to
compel the Under Senretary to give him an
increase? If subordinat g, 1nstead of looking
after the duty they were paid to perform, found
it more profitable to watch their superiors,
and get hold of some lapse of character, or
official duty and use it for their personal aggran-
disement he thought the expression used by
one hon. member was not a bit too strong in
saying thet it was a rotten state of affairs, and
only an incompetent Government would pﬂrmlt
such a state of affairs to exist, If such a system

of espionage had pxoved profitable
[11°30 p.m.] in the past uader the Government

which had held office for s0 long, it
was natural that subcrdinates should belisve it
would continue to be profitable in the future.

The PREMIER : It did not occur under the
present Government ab all.

Mr. FISHER was glad to hearit. He did
not make any charge agaivst the Under Secre-
tary, but it was a serious thing that subordinates

shounld fhink that they had a betier chawnze of
rising,_ in the service by geiting a lien on their
superiors by reason of some act of theirs than
by performing their duty efficiently.

The PREMIER: You have to prove that there
is that feeling in the service. Oue swallow does
not make a summer.

Mr. FISHER : There was abundance of evi-
dence. He understood that the Premier was
most anxious to have the system of government
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cleansed of such a blemish, and he asked him
to appoint a Royal Commission to investigate
the various departments.

The CHAIRMAN : I wish to call the atten-
tion of the hen. member to the fact that that
debate is now concluded, and the question now
beforc the Committee is the spsoial reduction
which bas been moved. The hon. member must
confine his remarks to the amendment.

Mr. FISHER simply wished to ask the
Premier if he was prepared to grant a Royal
Commission to investigate the various depart-
ments, and cleanse the Clivil Service from the
reflection pluced cn it by the report they had
been discu ;«ing’

Question put.

Mr. GIVENS thought the question asked by
the hon, member for Gymple wag worthy of an
angwer,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
said that he had already expressed his willingness
to grant a further inquiry into the matter.

Mr. STEWART (Rockhampton North) in-
tended to supp.rt the amendment, but not neces-
sarily for the reason for which it was proposed by
the hon. member for Moreton. He understood
the hon. member to move a reduction as a sort of
censure upon the Under Secremry.

3r. CAMPBELL: No. He contended that
the office of Under Secretary was unnecessary
altogether, and he would not be cousistent if he
did not oppose any increase in the salary,

Me. STEWART said that his reason for vot-
ing for the reduction was that he believed all
those officers were overpaid. Qua reading the
evidence he was forced to the conclusion that a
num‘. o of public officers had too little work to
do.  According to that evids nee, some of them
appeared to have more time to devote to picking
holes in the characters of their Sup"lmr officers
than to attsnding to the work for which they
were pa:id Of course the Chairman bad ruled
that it was out of ordsr ot thab stage to refer to
My, Jack’s case, otherwise he should have had
something to s up m i,

Que sstion—That the item— ¢ Under Secrefary,
£650"—be reduced by £30—put; and the Com-
mittee divided :—

AvEs, 10,

Massys, Camphbell, ¥axwell, McDonnell, Jenkinson,
Fisher, Stewart, Dawson, Turley, Armstrong, and
Lesina. Nows, 22,

M s. Dickson, Rutledﬂ'e Foxton, Thilp, IIamilton,
Mur: 13, Dalrymple, Ksut, Nowell, Lh,lm\mv Givens,
Mackintosl, Stephenson, Bmtho]oxmw Hardacre, Kerr,
Dibley, Story, O’Conunell, Callan, Hanran, and Annear,

Pargs.

Ayes—3essrs. Boles and Fogarty.

Noes—Mcssrs. Tooth anst Smith,

Rosolv=d in the negative,

Mr. STEWART ; There had been some dis-
cwseion with regard to the action of the Public
Service Board and the Secretary for Works in
connection with Mr, Jack. As{fir as he could
gaiher from the evidence, the board had failed
most signally inits duty in merely recommending
that this man, ho was convicted of the meanest
and mest dospm» conduct, should be censured,
removed o anothu portion of the colony, and
have his salary reduced by £10 a year, The Secre-
tary for Works ssemed to have been more seized of
the sericus nature of the offence, and reduced
his salary by £30 a year. If the evidence
given at ths Inquiry were true, Mr. Jack was
not fit to be In the service of the colony.
‘Why, hie admitted that he spied on his supering

fEcer. For what reason? In the interests of
the public service? No; but so that he might
get a hold on him, and in that way be able to
pull the suungs so that he might either get pro-
motion, or be permitted to remain in Brisbane,
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When he found that he was to be sent out of
Brisbane, he made repeated applications to the
Under Secretary to be kept there; and when
he found that these applications were not suc-
ceswful, he used threats, A man who would do
that kind of thing with his superior officer would
do the =same with contractors, Were members
not compelled to come to the eonclusion, that it
he was capable of intrigue, which he admitted,
for his own personal aggrandisement in relation to
. the UnderSecretary for Works, he was capable of
the same thing in dealing with contractors ? If
they were bound to come to that conclusion, the
Secretary for Works, instead of reducing him
£30 a year, should have dismissed him; in fact,
he thought the hon, gentleman ought to do it
yet. A man who would do that sort of thing
was totally unreliable. If any contractor made
it worth his while, he would wink at cheating
the State to any extent, Xe was self-con-
victed.
Question put and passed.

BUILDINGS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved that £110,155 be granted for buildings.
There was a very considerable incresse in this
vote—namely, £48,206. Therc was an increase
in the vote for furniture and fittings of £2,000;
painting public buildings, £1,000 ; rent of offices,
oceasioned by the removal of certain offices from
the site of the new Lands Office, £1,000. Then
there was £5,000 for new buildings, repairs, and
additions for the Defenca Force; £1,500 for re-
pairs and additions to courthouse buildings
£3,060 for repairs and additions to police build-
ings; and £1,000 for repairs and additions to
gaols buildings. There wag an increase in the
vote for repairs and sdditicns to post and tele-
graph offices of £2,600. Inthe Home Secretary’s
Department there was a considerable increase.
For new buildings £15,000 was required.

Mr. FisHER: What are the items?
indicate the lines.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
He could give the information, There was—
Cooktown Gaol, new stockade, £1,500; Bris-
bsne, new lock haupital, Boggo road, £995;
Alphe, new courth:use, £450 3 Goodna Asylum,
matron’s quarters, £450; Goodna Asylum, wards,
repairs, £630 ; Ayr, police magistrate’s quarters,
£50; Darcaldine, new courthouse, £1,250 ; Rove-
wood, courthouse, additions, £230; Thursday
Island, new courthouse, £1,500; and o'ler
buildings of a similar description. Then the
Treasurer wanted for new buildings an increase
of over £1,000, and the Postmaster-General, for
new buildings, asked-———

My, JENKINSON: What about the electric
light at Goodna?

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
That was a proposal to light the Geodna Asylum
with the electric light ; but it was doubtful
whether it would be carried out. The present
system would be more economical, he thrught.

The Houe SroRETARY : And more safe,

Mr, JENRINHON : What about the Westbrook
Industrial Scliool ?

The SECRETARY FOR PURLIC WORKS:
That was the removal of the buildings from
Lytten to Westbrook for a reformatory. They
were removed Lo Westbrook, besause it was
thought they would get better training on the
farm there then they did at Lytton. There was
also a ccusidarable increase in the amount for
repairs, additions, and new schools for the
Department of Public Ins i The other
increases were not impor ant.

Mr, JENKINSON (Wide Bav) noticed by the
Auditor-General’s report that there was an
amount of £11,700 for unauthorised expenditure
for buildings in connection with that department,

Just
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and thought it was only right that the Com-
mittee should have a little information in regard
to that expenditure,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The arount referred to by the hon. member was
required to make up certain votes that were not
sufficient to carry out the works authorised,
such as the appropriation for furniture and
fittings, rent for public offices, painting public
buildings, repairs to courthouses and gaols, ete,

Mr. JENKINSON admitted that it was
reasonable to suppose that small items of expen-
diture might not be foreszen, but surely the
Government knew that they were going to
purchase a site for a new Custom-house at
Townsville, and eould have provided the £1,600
required for that purpose on the HEstimates last
year, and also the amount of £1,450 for the
purchase of land to increase the area of the court-
house and Jockup at Townsville, If those items
could not have been forecast prior to the passing
of the last Tstimates, then sanction should have
been obtained for the expenditure in the ordinary
crurse on this year’s Hstimater, Such a large
amount for unforeseen expenditure showed either
a lack of foresight or an attempt to smuggle
things through without gatiing the sanction of
the Committee, and he disagreed altogether with
that system of doing business.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORXKS :
The table in the Auditor-General’s report
explainad clearly that the £1,600 mentioned was
for the purchase of a site for a Custom-house at
Townsville, and the £1,450 for the purchase of
land to increase the area of the courthouse and
lockup at Townsvillee With regard to the
repairs {0 the annexes at the Exhibition Build-
ing, hon. members knew very well that the
expenditure for that work was far in excess of
what they anticipated when they began the
repair of the annexes and the fitting of the
building for museum and other purposes. The
whole of the unforescen expenditure for the
deparément was fully explained in the report of
the Auditor-General.

Mr. JENXINSON : The Ministor’s reply was

eminently unsatisfactory. Heconld

[12 p.m.] sse from the Auditor-Generals re-

port ewhat the different amounts were
sot down for, Was the purchase of that land ag
Townsville zo hurriedly decided upon that it
could not appear in last year’s Kstimates and
could not wait over until this year’s Esiimates?

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
Tenders wers called for a new courthouse at
Townsville, and it was found that an additional
area of land wus required on which to erect the
buildings which had to be provided for the
department.

Mr. JENKINSON repeated thet the answer
given was not satisfactory, snd he was sorry the
hon, gentlman was not prepare-1 with the infor-
mation required by the Committee, Tenders
were called for the erection of that courthouse
sn:me time age, and if the Government did vot
kuow that additional land was required they
should have known it. Fle objected to so large
a vots for unanthorised expenditure going
through without more information upon it.

The SZCRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
regrotted very much that he was not able then
to furnish the Committee with detailed informa-
tion, but he promised to supply to-morrow a
detailed 1ist of the whole of the amounts referred
to showing what was done with each.

Mr. JENKINsON : Will you postpone the vote
till to-morrow, then?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
No. Unfortunately he had not that detailed
information with him, but it could easily be
furnished.
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Mr., JENKINSON: The Minister must
know that they could not discuss the vote after
it had been passed. That was the last item on
the hon. gentleman’s Estimates, and it might well
be postponed until the hon. gentleman was in a
position to give them reliable information upon

ib.

The PREMIER : The request of the hon.
member was perfectly inadmissible. They knew
that qnestions wight be asked a Minister in
Committee of Supply the answers to which could
not be furnished instanicr. There was no desire
to prevent the Committee getting the fullest
information, and if the hon. gentleman would
not accept the Minister’s word for that he could
move for a return of the expenditure. It was
unreasonable to ask that the Minister should
delay the Estimates for such a request for
information which the Secretary for Works had
promised to supply.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
promised to lay on the table a return giving a
full statement of the whole of those votes,

Mr. MAXWELL called attention to the dis-
graceful state of the police quarters in George-
town, In coming through Croydon also his
attention had been drawn to the necessity for
some fence between the bachelors’ quarters and
the residence of the sergeant of police there to
secure some degree of privacy for the sergeant’s
family.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS :
The inspector for the district would be instructed
to report upon the matters to which the hon,
member referred, and they would try to have
them remedied.

Mr. KERR referred to the necessity for a new
crurthouse at Barcaldine which had been
reported on by Inspector McGhie, and to a promise
made by the late Premier when at Barcaldine,
in connection with the removal of the police
barracks there,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
said that £1,250 was down for a new courthouse
at Barcaldine, and the plans and specifications
for it were being prepared. The removal of the
police barracks, he thought, was already in

hand.

Mr. LESINA noticed in the Auditor-General’s
report a reference to the purchase of the Mary-
borough skating rink as a drillshed for the
naval brigade corps. What arrangements had
been entered into for that purchase ?

The PREMIER could answer the hon. mem-
ber. A drillshed had been urgently required
for the Maryborough corps, and a building
erected for another purpose had been purchased,
after full inquiry, and the purchase was made
under very favourable terms for the Guvern-
ment. If the building had not been secured,
a much larger expenditure would have been
incurred. It was purchased for the Marins
Defence Force at Maryborough, which was a
very satisfactory component of the Marme
Defence Force of the colony. He had seen the
building, and he thought the purchase was a
very satisfactory one; it cost very little more
than the value of the iron on the roof of the
building.

Mr. LESINA asked what was the area of the
land adjoining the courthouse in Townsville, for
which the Government paid £1,450, and from
whom had it been purchased ?

The TREASURER explained that in times
gone by, the Government had been too fond of
selling their land, especiilly in the Northern
towns, to recoup the Treasury, and this parti-
cularly applied to Townsville. On one side of
the courthouse there was a vacant allotment
which had been sold for £1,100, and which the
Government had bought for £600. On the other
side, and in front, there was a Chinaman’s

1899—38z%
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bearding-house which had been sold to the Go-
vernment for £850 by the mortgagees. The land
had been purchased at a very cheap rate, and it
was really wanted in connection with the court-
house there,

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW (Maryborough): On
behalf of the hon. member for Burnett, who was
absent, he wished to draw attention to the state
of the courthouse at Biggenden. On visiting the
place sowme little time ago he found that it was
nothing but a room with a ring in the centre
to chain prisoners to, which was even more
barbarous than the old fashion of chaining them
to a stump ; and the next room was the court-
house and police quarters, Biggenden was getting
a large place; it had a population of about 1,500,
and land was being taken up there very rapidly.
He hoped the Minister would attend to the
matter.

Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay): The last time
he visited Biggenden and saw the courthouse thers
he got a startler., The place in which the
prisoners were confined was nothing more or less
than the constable’s kitchen.

The HOME SECRETARY :
seullery.

Mr. JENKINSON : And during the progress
of any case in the courthouse the constable’s
wife could not carry on cooking operations.
This was a disgraceful state of affairs in any
civilised community. The constable in charge
had also told him that when drunken men
locked up in the room became noisy, he and his
wife could get no sleep. The matter required
immediate attention.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber had not drawn.the long bow at all in the
matter, but he forgot to mention that the roof
of the courthouse was only about 8 feet above
the heads of the magistrates. The place was
absolutely unsuitable for the purpose, and when
he saw it he took steps to have the defects
remedied. He understood that the Secretary
for Works was attending to the matter,

Mr. J. HAMILTON (Cook) said that if the
sergeant there had been a resourceful man like the
sergeant at Croydon some years ago, he would
have had no cause of complaint in this respect,
because if prisoners misconducted themselves, or
did not return to the lock-up before 9 o’clock at
night—he used to let them out for a walk—he
would lock them ouf all night.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
stated that £700 was on the Estimates for a
new police station at Biggenden, and that tenders
would be in on the 15th December.

Mr., STEWART (Rockhampton North) asked
the Minister on what principle he went with
regard to defraying the cost of the erection of
buildings—from loan or revenue? From the
report he saw that during last year the Customs-
house at Rockhampton was paid for out of loan,
and the courthouse at Townsville out of
revenue., The post and telegraph office at
Warwick was paid for out of loan, and that at
Gympie out of revenue.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
explained that buildings of a temporary character
—of timber-—were paid for out of revenue, and
buildings of a more permanent character—of
stone or brick—out of loan.

Mr. STEWART thought that principle was
altogether a wrong one. Loan money should
only be expended on reproductive works.

The HouE SECRETARY: Would you not call
the Liands Office a reproductive work ?

Mr. STEWART: He would not. The cost of
the erection of the new Lands Office should be
paid out of revenue. If they were getting as
much revenue out of their lands as they ought to
get they would not require to borrow money to
build a Lands Office, Such buildings as the

Hear, hear! the
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Dalby Consamptive Hospital, the Public Library,
Museum, and Art Gallery, the courthouses at
Charleville and Gympie, aud the Goodna Lunatic
Asylum were not reproductive works, and should
be erected out of revenue,

Mr. LESINA wished to bring under the
notice of the Minister the fact that a public meet-
ing of representutive ratepay ers was held at Cler-
mont swo months ago to protest against the petty
additions that were proposed to be made to the
courthouse there, which was already forty years
old, and entirely out of date. The Poak Downs
Progress Assoclation had been in correspondence
with the department on the matter, and they
had received a curt reply stating thst the police
magistrate—whose removal, by the way, had
been petitioned for, not by political friends of his
own only, but by those who were opposed to him
in politics—who was a stranger in the district,
had been ask-d t0 send in a report on the qes-
tion. He held in his hand a copy of the Clermont
paper containing a report of that public meeting
at which the leading local public men protested
against the proposal of the department to add a
couple of yards of accommodation to the present
ramshackle old building. Precisely the same
remark might be mude about the local public
school, which was built to accommodate 200 or
300 children, and had to accommodate twice
that number,

The TrrASURER: That is the fault of the
people. If they will find one-fifth the money,
the Government will build the school.

Mr. LESINA : The people collected a certain
amount, and a pledge had been given to tind the
remaining £20 inside the next twelve months,
when a letter from the department demanded
£40. The people of his district deaanded
better treatment. They protested against the

plans which had been adopted, and
[12°30 a.1. ] they asked for the matter to be recon-

sidered. They claimcd that they
were entitled to a better courthouse, a heter
lands office, and a better school for their chiidren,
Furthermore, thelocal residentsclaimed that they
knew moreaboutlocal requirementsthan a strange
police muagisirate. There was scarcely a small
town in the whole colony that had such inferior
public buildings, but on inquiry it was generally
found that the places whose wants were best
attended to were represented by Ministers or
Ministerial supporters, who managed to secure
much more consideration than opponents of the
Government. They could, it seemed, find money
for alinost anything but dire necessaries. They
could find money to send away 230 troops to
fight for liberty elsewhere, but they could not
find enough to put a school in order, or to
build a decent courthouse, or construct water-
works for an important section of the people.
The only remedy he seemed to bhave was
to continually repeat his complaints, and in
future he intended to repeat them and repeat
them on every available opportunity. Hitherto
he had merely referred to such matters briefly.
In future he would be found protesting in season
and out of season, and he cared not what time he
oceupied., He intended to advucatz at length
the just claims of his district to a fair and
necessary share of public expenditure. He
would offer no apology to the Government or
anyone else for doing so. That was the attitude
he intended to take up from that time forth.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported
that the Committee had come to certain resolu-
tions, and obtained leave to sit again at a later
hour of the day, and the resolutions were ordered
to be received at the next sitting of the House.

The House adjourned ab twenty-two minutes
to 1 o’clock,






