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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TuEsDAY, 21 NoVEMBER, 1899. 

ELECTIONS TRIBUNAL REPORTS. 
The SPEAKER (Hon. Arthur Morgan, Warwick) 

took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 
PRTITION OF HENRY THEODORll BUBEOK. 

The SPEAKBR (Hon. Arthur Morgan, 
TVa?·wick): I have to report that I have received 
from the Elections Judge the following certificate 
of the determination of the Elections Tribunal 
in the matter of the petition of Henry Theodor0 
Ilnbeck versus John Fog' arty and William Henry 
Groom:-

" In the Supreme Court of Queensland. 
"Court of the Elections Tribunal for the trial of 

an election petition for tbe electoral district 
of Drayton and Toowoomba, between Henry 
Theodore Bubeck, petitioner, and John 
Fogarty and William Henry Groom, 
respondents. 
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"To the Honourable the Speaker of the Legis­
lative Assembly. 

"Sir,-Thepetition ofHenryTheodore11ubeck, 
presented on the ninth day of May last, corn· 
plaining of the undue election and relurn of 
John Fogarty and William Henry Groom, 
Esquires, as members to serve in the Legislative 
Assembly for the electoral district of Drayton 
and Toowoomba, was tried before the Elections 
'l'ribunal on the third, fourth, and bixth days of 
November instant. 

"The asssssora chosen by the parties were 
Thomas Dibley, Ghwge Jackson, Charles 
l'IIJ:offat J enkinson, John Leahy, Robert Harrison 
Smith, and \Villiam Bligh Henry O'Connell, 
Esquires, Members of the Legislative Assembly. 
Charles J\1offat J enkinson, Esquire, was absent 
on Sattlrday, the fourth dav of November instant; 
and, SaVe as aforesaid, all the asSC' ors Were 
present throughout the whole trial. 

"The assessors unanimously decided that the 
petitioner had failed to prove the statements 
contained in the petition. 

"The tribunal determined that the petition 
should be di8missed, and that John Fogarty and 
Williarn Henry Groom, Esquirca, had been duly 
elected and returned for the electoral district 
of Drayton and Toowoomba. 

"The tribunal ordered and directed that the 
sum of one hundred pounds paid in tu court with 
the petition should be paLl to the respondents 
for their costs, and that their costs should be 
fixEd at and limited to the said sum. 

"All which I hereby cmtify. 
"A copy of the evidence given at the trial 

accompanies this certificate. 
" There was not any corrupt pmctice proved 

to have been committed by or with the know­
ledge or consent of any candidate at the election 
to which the p3tition relates, and there iB no 
reason to believe that corrupt practices have 
extensively prevailed at the said election. 

"Dated this eighteenth day of November, 1890. 
"PATRICK REAL, J., 

" Elections Judge for 1899." 
MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
'l'he PRE~IIER (Hon. J. R. Dickson, 

Bulimbct): I move that the c.,rtificate of the 
Elections Judge intimating the dismissal of the 
petition of Henry Theodore BubecH:, and declar­
inJ that John Fogarty and vViliiam Henry 
Groom had been duly elected for the electoral 
district of Drayton and Toowoomha be entered 
in the journals of the House; and that the 
evidence taken in the else be nrinted. 

Quution put and passed. • 

PETI'riON OF DAVID BOWii!AN. 
The SPEAKER: I have also to report that 

I have received from the Elections Judge the 
following certificate of the determination of the 
Elections Tribunal in the matter of the petition 
of David Bowman 1"c.?'JW; \Villiam \\"alter Hood:-

" In the Supreme Court of Queensland. 
"Court of Elections Tribunal for the trial of an 

election petition for the elector<,] clistrict of 
\Varrego, between David Bowm m, peti­
tioner, and \Yilliam \V alter Hood, respon­
dent. 

"To the Honourable the Speaker of the Legis­
lative Assembly. 

"Sir,-The petition of David Bowman, pre 
sented on the nineteenth d9,y of May last, com­
plaining of the undue election and return of 
William W alter Hood, Bsquire, as a member to 
serve in the Legislative Assembly for the elec­
toral district of \V arrego, was tried before the 
Elections Tribunal on the twenty-third, twenty· 
fourth, twenth-fifth, twenty-sixth, twenty­
seventh, twenty-eighth, and thirtieth days of 
October last. 

"The assessors chosen by the parties were 
Albert James Callan, Thomas Dibley, Denis 
Thomas Keogh, John Leahy, Thomas Plunkett, 
and Hohert Harrison Smith, Esquires, members 
of tha Legislative Assembly. Den is 'l'homas 
Keogh and Thomas Plunkett, Esquires, were 
absent on Saturday, the twenty-eighth day of 
Octobor, and Robert Harrison Smith, Esquire, 
was absent for one or two hours on the thirtieth 
day of October; and, save as aforemid, all the 
aseessors were pr~sent throughout the whole 
trial. 

"'f'he tribnu.r.l determined that the election 
of the said William ·waiter Hood, Esquire, was 
void. 

"The trihu' oJ rn.cde no order as to costs. 
"All which I here 1Jy certify. 
"A copy of the evidence given at the trial 

accompanies this certificate. 
"Dated this eighteenth day of November, 

1890. 
"PATI\ICK REAL, J., 

" Elections Judge for 1899." 
The PREMIER : I beg to move that the 

certifinte of tbe Elections ,Judge declaring void 
the election of Willimn \Valter Hood, for the 
e1ectoral district of \V &rr·.go, Le entered in the 
jonrl a!s of tlm Hom ,J, and that .:Yir. Speaker 
do issue his \Vrit for the electivn cf a member to 
serve in this House for the caid electoral district. 

Qw·.tion put and paq'ed. 
The PREMIER: I move that the evidence in 

the case David Bowman 1.'C1'WS \Villiam \V alter 
Hood be printed. 

Question put and passed. 
CRIMINAL CODE BILL. 

MESSAGE ~'ROM CouNCIL. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 

message frcm the Council, intimating that they 
had agreed to this Bill without amendment. 

QUESTIONS. 
RESUMPTIONS OF LAND l<'OR DE~'ENCE PURPOSES. 

Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bcty) asked the 
Secretary for Public Lam!s-

1. Have the resumptions of land intended for defence 
pnrposr~. as notified in the Government Gazette of 29th 
Ju1y, F'. 9, been mac1c? 

2. If so, on what elate? 
3. \Vho were t1Jl owners of the areas, and what were 

the respective amount~ paid to each? 
The SECRET_\RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

(Hon. D. H. Dahymple, 11Iackny) replied-
1. Tbe rE' 0·Umption of land at Lytton intended for 

defence purposes h?.ve not yet been cmnpietcd. 
2 and 3. I am not aware what p-;.:yments liave so far 

been m<,de b.; the Defence authoriL•Bi; but I shall Jay 
on the t.able of the House a return ~hov•ring the names 
of the owners whose lands have bum resumed, the 
areas resumed, the amount of compensation recom­
mended for r~.ymcnt, and the dates on which payment 
was authorised. 

NATIVE TRACKERS. 
:Mr. MOORE (Jiurilla) asked the Home 

Secretary-· 
1. "What was the number of native trackers in the 

Police l!'orcc on the 30th June last? 
2. "\Yhnt amount out of the vote last year Wi1': 

*expended? 
3. How is the votv of £..t,O·JO for rations to native 

trackers aclministcrc<l? 
The HOME SECRJ<~TARY (Hon. J. F. G. 

Foxton, Ca1'1mn·on) replied­
]. 126. 
2. The whole. 
3. By the Comn.hsioner of Police, in providing 

traelvJrs and their wive~ and children 'Yith rations. 

P ... '\.I'ER. 
The following paper, laid on the table, was 

ordered to be printed:-
Return showing land resumed for defence 

purp< ses in the parish of Tingalpa, town 
of Lytton. 
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PASTORAL LEASES BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY IWRPUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. D. H. Dalrympk, "11achy) said: In rising 
on the present occasion to move the second read­
ing of this Bill, I may say that I propos·d when 
the second reading came on to l'rovide hon. 
members with a map sho~; ing on a smaller scale 
the information now given in the maps on the 
table of the H•JmP. The liohographs, however, 
have not been eJmpleted so far, :1lthough I am 
led to believe they will be completed this after­
noon; but I trust that for the pur[•:JSe of illus­
trating tlJf' c mntry which is to be specifically 
dealt with the map'· n the table will be sufficient. 
The genesis of the mov• ment which has re.ultcd 
in the introduction of this Bill took ]•lace 
some two ye:1rs :1go. The pastnralists of the 
extreme \Vest of the cc•lony-hon. members will 
observe the area on the map; it runs from Hat­
ton's Corner northw~rds-were very hard pushed 
by bad seasons, distant markets, the incm <ion of 
rabbits, and various other cau'e"; so much so 
that it seemed nrobable that thev would not be 
able to carry on' their business an'y longT unles-1 
some relief wa3 :1fforded them. 'The result w.cs 
that a meeting was he 1d, and Mr. :Field, a 
pastoralist of long st·mrling in tint part of the 
country, was deputed to represent the views of 
the pastoralists in the district to the .i'.Iini>ter. 
Mr. J!'ield came to B1 is bane, and saw the 
lvfinister, then the Hon. Mr. :b'oxton, and the 
matter was referred to the Land Cmn-t to appoint 
some officer o:· officers who should inspect this 
C)untry, and verify the statements mrrcle by the 
p:tstoral tenant'·· J\Ir. Hunk and l\Ir. \Voodhine 
-both officers of hu-ge experience-were in­
structed by the L:1.nd Court toinspectthiscountry. 
They made an inspection-Mr. ·woodbine 
had been over the country before in his official 
capacity-they in.<pecte:l the country and 
communicated to Mr. Foxton. The propodls 
which are now before the Hou"e a' to r• nt:1l and 
in regard to the other provisions of the Bill are 
generally the s'une ag those in the Bill which 
was introduced last year. In Augmt, last year, 
IVI:r. Foxton, who W'ls then Secretary for Land , 
promised tllat a Bill would be introduced for the 
purpose of granting thesr~ p:1;;;tnr~llists ',''Jme re:ief 
in the public interests. Th~ Bill was introduced 
in November, but from various nuses did not 
get further than its first reading. The main 
diffArence between that Bill and ti e present, 
and which probcbly may C'>Use some comment on 
the part of hon. members, is th:1t there is an 
altemtion in the sc1 ednl~s. It hon. munbers 
will look at the map, they will find that four 
runs have been included in this Bili-Palp-Hiba, 
Cnrr nvilla, Ha 1don Downs, and }forney 
Plains. 'l'he division which was propcsed 
in the Bill brought forward last Ye1.r 
was that the bound -,ry !in · to the "•nst 
should be the 141st meridian of longitude. Hon. 
members will find, if they look at the :.1ap, that 
t.hera is now an extension tov:;·ards the east, 
The re:tson for that e:dension i'l that Mr. l<'ield, 
:1cting as representative for the pastoralists in 
that portion of the colony, pointed out that there 
were certain runs in which the conditions were 
practically the £ame as those which obtained 
in the runs GLt out in the first schedule, 
and that it was therefore desirable to include 
those runs. The difficnlty which ·c,ould confront 
anyone in draftinf< such a Bill, and who has to 
include additional country, is to know where to 
dr<>w the line. The first line was " meridhn of 
longitude. That, of couvP, could not be an 
absolutely straight. line, as it would bisect a Q;ood 
many runs, and therefore the original division 
ran generally north and south, but following the 
boundaries of runs. I submitted the matter 

to Mr. :Field, who had inspected the whole 
of the country, and he said it was true 
that those other runs conformed very closely 
to the conditions which existed in regard to the 
runs already included in the schedule, and it was 
advio.tb!e to extend the schedules to that extent. 
The line "hich was then substituted for the 14lst 
meridian of longitude was the old boundary of 
the schedule in the Land Act of 1884. The only 
difference, then, between the present schedules 
and the area included in the schedules of the Bill 
introduced last year is the inclusion of those four 
runs, and the ]'rf'sent boundary is a perfectly 
dcfinitfl boundary. It i~ a boundary which will 
enable the JYiinister, or member,, of Prtr!iament, 
who rn:1y be appealed to :1s to why A, B, or C's rnn 
on the east of the bouncLry has not been included 
in the schednle tu give the reason-namely, that 
th~y have now got a definite line which has been 
recognised by :1 numb<w of Acts of Parli<tnwnt. 
Although more c )lmtry has been included, it 
mu .t be burne in mind that the conntrv which 
has been so included has been already dealt with 
under the Land Act of 1884, and divided and 
appraised. 

Mr. \V. HAMILTON: That is what makes the 
map so puzzling. Tht·re is nothing to show what 
runs come under the opemtions of the 188-1 Act. 

The SECI-\,ET~.\.RY :u'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
In reply to the hon. member's interjection, I may 
as well explain the map to hon. members. The 
line on the right-hand side which is coloured dark 
red is the old schedule of the Land Act of 1884. 
The colourless portion of the map is the country 
which will now come within these schedules­
that is to s ;y, tho-e under lease, and which 
will be affected by this Bill if it passes into law. 

The conntry which is marked blue 
[4 p.m.] is country which has been forfeited. 

-which' is unoccupied- and the 
country which is marked white, and is, at the 
same time, enclosed by grE:en lines, is country 
which, although it is within the boundary of the 
schedule, will not be affected by the _\.et, as it 
hae be en already dealt with and appraised. If 
lwn. members will observe this map they will 
see what a very large (\;.:tent of country-1nore 
than 28,000 square miles-has been thrown up 
:1nd abandoned. That will show more conclu­
sively, probably, than anything els~ that the 
alleg-atbn of the Crown ten:1nts in those districts 
is not devoid of foundation. 

Mr. J ACKSON : They :1re getting the use of it 
all the time, They are getting the me of it now. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Go and look about the Roma district, the 
Langreach district, the Hughenden district., 
or the \Vinton di.strict, and yon will not 
find huge areas abandoned. The fad that 
huge areas are abandoned prove two things. 
It proves, in the £rot place, that there is no 
pr~ct.ic ·d risk of people taking them up-that if 
the conditions of the country were better, no 
person n past•>ral tenant would venture to throw 
up such lar.;e areas. Consequently it is only in 
tb~ extreme \Ve~t that you will find such a l"rge 
portion ,,s one-third or one-fourth of the whole 
country, which was at one time under pastor:1! 
occup<ttion, ha.s been abandoned. That is really 
the best possible evidence we can have that 
the pas ton.! industry in that portion of the 
country is being e .• nied on under very great 
difficulties indeed, or the country would not be 
thrown up. The principal object or reason for 
brii1pcing in this l3i'l, apart from any feeling 
of sympathy which may pos,,ibly exist towards 
the men who have been out there p~obably 
twenty yea•s or more, who went there with the 
idea that they wcnlclmake a profit by taking up 
the country which at the time was unoccupied, 
and stocking it, and who in most cases have 
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been ruined--apart from any feeling of sym­
pathy which we may have with these men, who 
have been fighting against the hostile influences 
of nature-agaimt droughte, against possible 
rabbits, against heavy advance·;, c gainst bad 
markets, against bad prices-apart from th8.t we 
have to consider whether it is a good thing or a 
bad thing for a huge extent of country, which 
would make a European kingdom, to be left 
unoccupied, or whether it would be better for 
the State to consent to take a 'maller rental rtml 
secure that this country \Va·~ more or le:::s under 
occnpation. It is quite evident that if it is not 
under occupation it will become the br _eding 
place of the raLbit because the greater part of it 
towards Birdsdlle is admirably suited fn the 
needs of that p:1rticular animal. There are 
sandhills and fl,t,; it woul•l be a sort of rabbits' 
paradise. It is quite obvious r.: ,o that if the 
rabbits overrun this country, if no one is in 
occupation it will make it more c:ts:v for the 
mbbits to attack the inside country. I think 
that if by reducing the Lntals t" some extent 
and by making the condition-which is one of 
the provisions of thi, Act-that anyone who is 
desirous of bringing himself within the provieions 
of this Bill shall he compelled to add to his 
holding all that c,cnntry which was at one timo 
portion of it, and has been RinPB forfeited, we 
can secure that th::ct co~:ntry will be no longer 
no man's land, it will be decidedly profitalJle 
to the whole of the colony. It is allc,sed by 
those who are in occupation that it is really 
almost a toss up as to whether they will be 
able to continue their operations as all. A very 
hrge amount of the eountry h"s been aheady 
thrown up. To continue thdr opPc"ttior.s in th : 
face of the very barl season-, a great many 
will require morv improvemen.~.,,, They vvill 
require to sink wl"lls. They ,dJl require to get 
more e:1pital; and it is believed by themselves­
and they, I presume, are the br -t ju·';; 3-tl1cct if 
the Government shows itclelf a more liberal bnrl­
lord, and will make some concession in the way 
of rent and give them a tenure of twenty-on,, 
years, then they will be able to get the neceFoary 
accommodation, and will be able to continue to 
hold the c1untry. \Vith regard to the rentals 
which are set out in the schedule, they have been 
arrived at by a man than wlom, I ve.1ture to say, 
there are no p-lrwns who have had gTeater experi· 
encP. They are exactly what have b,_,en recmn­
mende<l to the Minister by Mr. Hume and 1\Ir. 
Woodbine. TakingintoccnsideraHon the f wtthat-, 
whatevBr the rentals have been, they ha;, 1 been 
too high for a gre tt many yem 3 or the country 
would not have been abandoned. If we take into 
c msi ieration also the fact that practically the 
average rental over the border is 2 •. Gd. per 
mile, and the term of lc1,se forty-two years, I 
think you will see that, apparently, the proposals 
which are made in this Bill with regard to the 
minimum rental, and with rt<( ;.rd to the term of 
le's', are not exc ~ively liberal. The Bill is 
not brought in at all in the light of a Bill to give 
any particular ROp to one class of persons. It 
is a Bill which is founded on busin ~ss principles 
as to whether we had better acc".pt "' price for 
the Crown lands which are unoccupied, and I 
take it that the de .ire of the majority of 
the p3ople of the colony is to s0e · the 
Crown lands occupied in some w"y or other. 
Business principles, ap;u·t frou sympathy, will 
lead anyone who i~ re,ponsible for the occupa­
tion of the Crown l u:d" of the colonv to reduue 
the rentals and imrrove a tenancy v.here we find 
that a very large l"1rtion of the land belonging 
to the State remains not only unprofitably occu­
pied, but worse, is not being occupied at all. If 
hon. members will look at the Bill they will see 
that it has been framed with a view of making 
such concessions towards pastoral tenants in 

these very far remote districts as will induce 
them to continue to carry on their busi­
nc -s, and will induce them also to take up 
and ender,vom to reoccupy those very large 
are3~ which they have abandoned. Clause 3 
allows tl'nants twelve months to elect whether 
they will come under this Bill or not, and 
in this respect it follows the example of the 
Act of lfi8'1 and preceding Acts, under which 
if tnnants cltao'e to take advan',~•ge of the pro­
vision made for the m by Parlir,ment they 
can do ~o, and if not their trnures vvill con~ 
nnue to exist unde-r the 8 tiTle conditions as they 
now exiRt. Clause G deals with the- condilions 
of the lease, antl that of course is a wry im­
portant provioion. It io not only that 'Ne make 
a barg.1in th:,t those C'"nditiun' bhall not Le unfair 
to those 1:ho may de>ire to take ndvan~~8ge of 
them, but al•o thltt they should be reasonable ac 
fl:r n,s the Slate is concerned. Clause 5 is a very 
important oue. It provides th1ct the lAase under 
this Bill shall be for the term of twenty-one 
years. I may say that those intrre,ted in this 
nL.ol< r were exceeJingly urgent that the lease 
which should be grunted should Le the same as 
th:.'· which is granted to pastoml tenants on 
the wes-t side of our border-namely, forty-two 
years-but it ha• been thour;ht desirable to 
retain in this Bill the term of twenty-one years. 
The rent to l::.-gin '' ith is set forth in the 
0Ch r:elw-Iule~ and is dbtcrmined according to 
the particular diYicion out of the s:~ venin which 
the prope: ty is rituated, the rent varying in 
proportion to tlH cap:-bilities of the country as 
estima'd by the Land Court at the present 
time. It is furth~r provided that at the end of 
every sev0n years the rent shall bP re. appraised, 
and that has this ad\ antage to the Crown, that 
if from any canee, which may or may not be 
fort een-if fr:_·m the o;_lening of railwayt:, or ~tn 
increase in the price of stock-the land becomes 
more v -lnaLle, the Land C.>Urt will not lJe 
liwit, 1, as they ar~ under the Act of 1884, to 
charging not more than 50 per cent. in addition 
to the J'revions rent, but they \ ill be competent, 
as they nre under the Act of 1807, to charge 
whatever additional rent they may deem fair and 
rea so:_ c; ble. 

l\1r. LEAHY: \Vhich means a seven yt>ars' 
lease. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBIAC LANDS: 
It me>ns a twenty one year.s' tenure, but on the 
conrlit(on tbat the rent paid is the rent which 
the Larod Cnurt deems to Le the value of the 
lan,;, or, I pre.mme, which the Supreme Court 
deems to be the value, if an appeal is carried that 
far. 

Mr. LEAHY: The1e is no appeal under this 
Bill to the Su]Jrerne Court, nor under the Act of 
1dl7, except on a qmotion of law. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
There i' another part of tl:-~ Bill which some hon. 
members may probably c-msider most important, 
and that i;; cLuse J 0, which deals "h ith resump­
tions. 

l\1r. ,TACKSON: A very important clause. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
TLat probahly will be the most contentious 
clause in the Bill. It is pr vided here that 
resumptions may be made for railway purposes, 
and that if a railw"y i"' r;m~tructed, or approved 
by Parliancent for construction, the Government 
may a any time duing the currency of the lease 
ruume any lands ,-,ithin twenty-five miles en 
each side of the line cf railwl'y, without any 
compen "at ion for such resumption except for 
improvements. Now, as I have pointed out, if 
the con,truction of a railway enhances the value 
of land held under this Bill, the Crown will 
secure the advantage of that increased value, 
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because the Land Court, in rA-apprai ing the 
rent, i'l not limited to an increase of GO per cent. 
on the previous rent, but c:m assPss the ten0cnt 
at whatever arlditiom.l v,,);,e has beDn given to 
the holding by the c mstnDtion of the r.til,·-ay; 
and the Crown will also have this further ad van­
tag~, that it will secure a considerable area, of 
country which may be utiiisd by small solcc>oro. 
Then, a;;ain, in the matter of reservec, subsection 
2 of clause 10 provide' that L·nm any lulding 
there :ma.y bB resumed for this nurp':•.:38 :.:.n area of 
2, GoO acres. ~ 

Mr. KERR: 'rhat i'l too sm:-tll. 
'l'he SEOR~TARY :FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

That is all a matter of detaiL Of cou~oe ic :s 
necess<try in the west and in other portions of 
the colony, as popnlation increases, to rl')Ulne 
areas of land, and conditions may obtain in 
this particular country by- •,nd-by, which will 
render resun1ptions necessary, and this prod· ion 
is inserted to provide the me.·ns of o .curing those 
resumptions. Vlhether the .wtr> i; sufficiently 
large or not, it is for the Hon. 0 to con :ider, and 
I merely draw attention to the provi-icm now to 
show that the fact that re:"crvu of some sort or 
another are very likely to be required is a 
nece"sity which ha· been foreseen. Again, with 
regard to roads it is provided in subsection 3, 
that any land required for roads mr~y b0 re:,.um~d 
from a holding without any compensati.m, 
except fur improvements. The precise amount 
of hnd which shonld be available for resumption 
is a matter which the Hou ce ''·ill be able to 
deal with, a11d will undoubtedly deal vith. 
'l'he main obj. et of the Bill is really to pro­
vide, if possible, for the occupation of country 
which seems lo thre2,ten to gn uut of occupatio<~ 
altogether. It is felt that the pascoral t·.,:.mts 
of tlmt part of the country have descned 
well of the State, and :.s it appears th.tt they 
are paying a great deai more rent fur their 
land than their nei (hbours on the other .irle 
of the borJer are paylng, as tLe country is being 
fnrfeit.ed, m,d a' the matter was Lrought bdore 
the House last yecu· and only failed to go through 
probably from pre"mre of busine.;s, it is felt Ly 
the Government that it is a proper thing to 
bring thie Bill forwrnd cg·.in ; and it is hoped 
that it will receive fair conbideration fron1 the 
Honse. I believe, in fact I know, that : 1mo 
hon. members on the other si le of the House 
take a considerable interut in the ton:cnts 
whoRe c~tuse, as well as the cause of 1illB Sta:r, 
I am now advocating. The hon. member for 
Gr£:gory represents that country, and I have 
had several interviews with him, and also with 
other members of the LalJJnr party, and I 
sincerely hope hon. members will come to 
the consideration of this Bill without any refer­
ence t•1 the persons who have brought it in, 
and will look npon it as a me.1sure which has 
a distinct bearing on the welfare of the country 
at largo. I may expren my reg-ret that I 
was not able to get the srualle1· mapd publisher] 
to-day in sufficient time to attach them to 
the BJls with which h·m. members have been 
furnished. I hopo the mat'·.er will gc·t fair 
consilleration. I may t.ay that flle provisions 
with respe:~t to rents and so on hcve not in 
the least bedr fixed by myself. They have 
been fixed lractic,-Jiy by the I"and Board, and 
the opinions of the board upon this point arc 
the O!,Jiniuns I ha V:} expre- sed. The hon. mem­
be~ for Gregory will be able t.J tell you some­
thmg from personal knowledge of ti1at portion 
of tbe colony; for myself, I can not, nor do I 
presume couldmycoll. ague the Home Secretary, 
who introduced the Bill befor·.', I have, how­
e\er, got the opinions of ]\'Ir. Hume and ::\!lr. 
\Voodbirw, wbo have drawn up their report, and 
whose report I am no:7 practically attempti:1g 
to carry into effect. I have had an opportunity 

also of seeing Mr. Harrison, who has just re­
turned from that part of the country, and who 
entirely confirms all that has been said of the 
serimm position of affairs there from drought and 
also with regard to the difficulties which thosa 
tenants of the Crown occupying that country 
ha Ye to contend with in the IV"-Y of drought and 
distunc" fro·n their own market-aboutl,OOOmiles 
It is pointed ont thr,t they may get odd showers 
there, and the rainfall is stated at 12 inche~ 
annually, bnt in a portion of the country they 
have had only 2~ inches of rain in two years. The 
river·· may come down through these blocks once 
iu eYery two or thre~ years, and tlwymay occasit>n­
ally get a little rain, but I am given to understand 
that in the bst two or three years it has really 
been very sddom, and that even if they do get a 
little rain to enable them to get some of their 
stock fat they are really quite unable to get 
them to m:trket unless somebody 500 miles away 
on the road to market hD.s also had rain. 'I'hey 
may ~.et their "took into good condition, and even 
then it frcqn, r~tly happens that the ro:-td to 
market is 'Cl dry that they are unable to con vert 
their stock into money. I am quite sure those 
who know the district best will be of the opinion 
that thc p:.storal tenants in that \Vestern 
ccmntry have had an extremely hard fight of it; 
they are noeful to society at large, and are fairly 
entitled to whc,tever reasonable consideration 
this House can give them by way of legislation 
or c oherwise, I beg to move that the Bill be 
now read a second time. 

Mr. DA WE'. ON : I move that the debate be 
now adjourned. 

'rhe SECH.ETARY:FORPUBLIO LANDS: 
I "·ould like to s:.y, in an,;wer to the expres;;ed 
wi h uf the leuder of the Opposition, if it is the 
desire of hon. members that the deb:tte should 
be adjoumed, I she.!! not interpose 8,ny objection, 
though I should bvc liked to have had it go on, 
because it is rather important to those interested. 
]Jut as the mo.ps I ]Jromised hon. members have 
not been fmni,hed I feel that the request of hon. 
gentlemen is one tlllt ought to be concurred in. 

Mr. COWLEY: I would ask thehon. gentleman 
if he will se" t'mt thc·se maps are circulated to 
hon. mcmbcrs before the debate is r·esnmed? 

The SEormTARY "'OI\ PuBLIC LANDS: That 
is 'rh!lt I pr11p ~e <loing. 

J\lr. DAWSON: 'l'hat was the understanding. 
The SECRETARY FOil PUBLIC LANDS: Yes; 

that wa', the undcrstan•ling. 
QnesLi•m put and passed; and the remmption 

of the detatc made an order for to-morrow. 

SUPPLY. 
ORIEl>' INSPECTOR Ol!' FACTORIES AND SHOPS. 
The HOJ\IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. :F. G. 

l<'oxton, Carna?·von) moved that 
[4'30 p.m.] £1,R70 be granted for the Chief 

Inspector of Factories r.nd Shops, 
There was a net increase in this vote of £4oo­
an increa :a of £482 on certain items, and a 
de ere a ,.e of £1G for contingencies. The increase 
o1 £432 was made up of an increase of £30 to 
the Chief Inspec' nr, Mr. McLay, which was the 
mc•st he could w" under the Public Service Act. 
It would be merely keeping faith with him to 
have given hin1 a ln,rger inct·ease, because when 
he was fimt appointed it was agreed that he 
bhould re,oeive a larger increaoe, bnt the statu­
tory increa"e wa8 £30. Tbero were other small 
increase<: four recc:iving increa PS of £10 and 
one £12. Provision 11 as also made for an addi­
tional inspector at £150, and for the appoint­
ment of an inoplct<or of land b0ilers at £250, 
making- a total h;m eaGo of £482. \Vith regard 
to tf,e decrease of £1G in the contingencies, it 
w~s not thought neces,ary to ask for more than 
\'\ :.s asked for in the present vote. 
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Mr. McDONNELL (Fortitude Valley) did not 
think there would be any objection to any of the 
proposed increases for the officas of this derart­
ment, and he was very glad to ~ee that an inspec­
tor of land boilers was to be appointed, because 
both the. reports of the Chief Inspect< r showed 
the unsatiSfactory manner in which the inspec­
tion of land boilers had teen conduct-d. He 
thought the appointment of another inspector 
was absolutely neceE,,ary, considering that at the 
present time the number of persons who were 
employed in factories Wi'S about 15,000, ~nd the 
number of employees in factories and shops who 
ea~~ under the Act was nearly 22,000. His 
oplmon had been for a long time-and it had been 
the opinion of others-that there were not nearly 
enough inspectors under the Ac' eYen in th'e 
m~tropolit":n districts. ~here wer~ only • ix dis­
triCts m whrch the Act was m force-Brisbane, Ips­
wich, Townsville, Rockhampton, Maryborough, 
and Bundaberg. He thought, alBo, that the work 
of the factories inspector should be canied out 
not only during the hours the factory hands 
were at work, but during the hours ticat they 
worked after which the Civil servants bad com· 
pleted their work. Those were the hours in 
which unscrupulous pe)p]e cnuld evade the pro­
visions of the Act, especially with regard to 
working overtime. Those were the hours that 
should be carefully watched-after ti and 6 in 
the evening; and considering that the Act 
affected over 10,000 per"ons in Brisbane, they 
had not had a sufficient number of inspectors to 
see that t~e A_ct was worked as he and _many 
others desn·ed rt should be worked. He d1d not 
reflect for a moment on the present staff in the 
department. They had a good staff who were 
desirous of doing their best as far as was posoible. 
But he had come to the conclusion th'tt there was 
a great want of firmness and determination in 
in the department, and anyone who read through 
the two reports of the Chief Inspector could only 
come to that conclusiun, Em],Joyers had l.Jeen 
coaxed and appealed to in every way to induce 
them to work under the proYisions of the Act­
to carry out the law. In fact, he came to the 
conclusion that the Government and the l\Iiniotcr 
in charge of the department were not in sympathy 
with the proper working of the Act. 

The HOliTE SECRETARY : You are making a 
great mistake. 

)1-Ir. McDONNELL: He was not making any 
mrstake. If the hon. gentleman wa, in sym­
pathy with the Act, what had been revealed in 
the reports should never have taken place; and 
at all events, he should t~ke some action t~ 
compel employers to ob;;erve the law, which he 
(Mr. McDonnell) would show had not been done 
before he sat down. Undoubtedly a large 
number of people were interested in this Act · 
it applied to over 21,000 persons includina thos~ 
who were employed in shops a~d factori~s and 
as it was calculated that on the averag~ two 
persons were dependent on every one of these 
people, _indirectly there were at least GO, 000 
people m ~he colony of Queeneland who "ere 
mterested m the working of the Act at the present 
time. The report of the inspector showed that 
there had been cases of open defiance of the Act, 
and he could not understand how the Minister 
who was entrusted with the responsibility of the 
working of this department had not taken action 
to compel these people to observe the pro'i"ions 
of the Act, particularly as it affected a great 
many females and youths. He was anxious to 
know from the hon. gentleman at the head of 
the department whether he propo,ed to amend 
the Act as he had promised, e,nd when he asked 
the hon. gentkman that question he replied, "If 
time permit~." He contended that there wa' no 
question which deserved more consideration at 

the hands of the House the,n this under discus­
sion. For two 3 ears the impector had recom­
mended that the Act should be amended, and 
yet the hon. member said he would bring down 
a Bill to amend the Act if time permitted. 
Time had been found to bring down the Railway 
v.-orks Bill, which had reen disousRed for two 
days, and the Pastonl Lea',•os Bill, and the 
University Bill, which, in his opinion, were not 
half so important as a Bill to amend the J!'actories 
Act. 

The HoME SECRETARY: But we have got this 
Act. 

Mr. McDONNELL : That was so; but the 
reports provecl that an amendment of the 
Factories ~\et would be of much more benefit 
to the community than either of the Bills he had 
mentioned. He admitted that the U niver"ity 
Bill would be of considerable benefit to a certain 
cl a«·<. The last two reportR of the Chief Inspector 
pointed out the absolute nec~"dity that exioted 
for an amendment of the Act in certain respects, 
and at this late sL'ge of the session the chances 
are ninety-nine to one against an amending Bill 
being brought down. If every hon. member of 
the Chamber were of the same mind as himself 
on the matter, there would be very little business 
got through until that amending Bill was intro­
duced. It would be neceHC>ry for him to refer 
to the report in some detail, because that was the 
be~t opportunity they would have to criticise 
the administration of the Act, and to throw 
light upon the present 5ta:e of things in their 
fectories. In hiJ repe>rt fur 18D7, the Chief 
Inspector made the following recommendations, 
amongst others:-

That the working of overtime by yontlu under sixteen 
·:rears and LmaJos on consccuti\,;._ days should lJC 
limited, and an ext,c:n&ion allo,vcd at the cliscretion of 
the ::\Iinister. 

That O'< ertimc worked by youths and fenutles should 
be defined HS (a) all time worked outside the limits of 
time &~:t down by the occupier as the working day, or 
(h) that a limit per day should be fixecl by statute. 

Tlutt youths and female~: should not be allmved to 
work an:r overtiLt8 '\Yithont a vcrmit from the 1-Iinister, 
anct that a limit should be set to the duration and 
number of such permits in each year. 

That females should be pr,:cluded from working on 
the night shifts. 

rlhat an extra rate of pay be allowed for overtime 
worlmd by youths under sixteen years of age and 
ft,male c, and tltat trtL money be allowed if working 
aft m· a. certain hour in 1 he evening. 

That statutory authorit.v shoulU be given to the rule 
stopping the practicn of females and youtlls taking 
home materials to be prepared at home, after having 
worked a full day in the factOl'J-', except under the 
Jiinister's authority; and that all persons taking home 
such work be entered a~ out·dde workers and full 
details g:iven as in the case of ordinary out~ido 
workers. 

That the employment of youths and femalc>1 si;ould 
be vrohibited on Sundays, except on the authority of 
the Minister. 

rl'hat a limit should be fixed for tbe working hours of 
employees in some of the classes of shops embraced 
within the schedule of the Act. 

That a certificate of fitnec:s shouJU. be provided by all 
persons under sixteDn ye:J,rs of age engaged in an 
dangerous trades, or where any machine driven by hand 
is used. 

That a limit should be fixed on the number of con~ 
secutive days upon whjch overtime may be worked, and 
that no overtime should be worked upon the day on 
which eleven and a-half hours may be worked. 

'£hat extra. pn.y and tea money should be given for 
overtime, as recommended in tbe case of factories; and 

'l'hat a minimum wage of 2s. 6d. per week should be 
fixed for female labour. 

Anoth _r recommende.tion submitted by the Chief 
Inspector, and supported by the district inspec­
tot~, was that the provisicns of the Act should 
be extended to places outside the districts that 
were then proclaimed under it. Yet not one of 
the recommendations submitted twelve months 
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ltgo had been c:1rried out by the Minister. It 
was quite within the power of the Governor in 
Council-whi~h meant the Minister-to extend 
the provisions of the Act as recommended yet 
nothing of the kind had been done. On the '17th 
of last June he waited on the Mini;ter and 
requested that he would extend the provisions 
of the Act to the different places recoimnended 
by the Chief Ins[Jector in his re11ort for 1807 
and also remind~d him that at the end of th~ 
previous beosion he ) ad brought the matter 
before the House, when the hun. gentleman 
promised to favourably consider it. The Home 
Secretary oaid be would refer the matter to the 
Chiet Inspector for hi;; report. What the 
Chief Inspector's report wa• he had no means 
of knowing, but he assumed that he could 
not. logically oppose his own recommendation. 
whwh was that the provisions of the Act 
should be extended in the first pbce to 
the Millaquin Sugar R<efinery, the Lake's Creek 
Meat \Vorlcs, the RosR River :\Ieat \Vorks 
and similar establit;hmenls ir<Jmediately out~ 
side the districts where the Act wets at pre· 
sent in operat.ion. Nothing of the kind had 
been done. In the pr~crnt report the inspector Jet 
Rockhampton reported that boys under thirteen 
years of age, who could not under the pwvisions 
of the Act be employed at RockhampLon, readily 
found employment at the Lake'ci Creek 11eat 
\Vorks. In other word.o., a number of boys were 
employed at Lake's Creek Meat Works, working 
very long hours and receiving very little wages; 
and, according to information supplied to him, 
the sanitary and other arr }ngements there were 
in a deplorable and discreditable state. 1'he 
pwvisions of the Act certainly needed to be 
extended to meat works and sugar refineries 
where so many persons were employed; and 
also to shEarer.,' huts, which no doubt hon. 
members representing p:r<toml districts would 
refer to. He had, as he said, come to 
the conclusion, and he thought with suffi­
cient reaS'm, th,,.t the Government, and parti­
cularly the hon. gentleman administering the 
.c~ct, had very liLtle sympathy V"ith its provi· 
swns. Let thGm comptera the action of the 
Home Secretary with that of the Chief Secretary 
of Victoria. Mr. Peacock went into all the 
hovels fl.nd places where sweating w..._·, c.:.1.rried on, 
in dioguise, "'1w the facts for himself, and was 
able to giva them at first hand to the Victorian 
P<1rliament. l\Ir. Peacock, in doing that, had 
shown a most hmnane feeling-tO feding which 
the hon, gentleman who w:1s administering the 
Queensland Act appeared to be altogether devoid 
of. If the hon. w·ntleman had that spirit of 
humanity in him the present condition ot things 
would not exist, seein:; that he had the power in 
his hands to alter it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: To whom are you 
referring? 

Mr. McDONNELL: He was referring to the 
Home SecreLtery, and comparing his action with 
that of the Chief Secretary of Victoria, who went 
round the sweating dens to find out for himself 
the actual condition of affairs. He went round 
in disguise and saw the condition of things in 
Melbourne and other parts of Victoria, and was 
able to come to Parliament and give the facts. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Was that not before 
the Act was pa Bed? 

Mr. McDONNbLL : Before the Amended 
Act was passed. They had a better Act in force 
before then than this colony had "t the present 
time, but the present Act in forcfl in Victoria 
was considered to be the mosG liberal and ad­
vanced Fact.ories Act in the world. Now the 
hon. gentleman had a great responsibility upon 
him considering the existing state of things. 

The HOME SECRETARY : What state of things? 
l\Ir. McDONNELL : The state of thing~ 

under which men were allowed to openly defy 
the Act without being brou~Tht to justice. 

The HOMB SECRETARY : \Vhere? 
l\Ir. McDONNELL : He would be able to 

show it by the inspector's report. The Act 
provided in the first place that a certain amount 
of overtime should be allowed. 

The HmiE SECI\E'l'Al\Y: Remember that that 
was last yea~. 

Mr. McDONNELL: He remembered that it 
took place during the hon. gentleman's occupancy 
of the office of Home Secretary. 

The HmiE SECI\ETARY: No, only for a very 
short time. 

Mr. McDONNELL : The report was dated 
18th July, 1899. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : Yes; but it only 
refers to last year. 

Mr. l\IoDONNELL : It was supposed to be a 
report up to the htter end of 1898. 

The HoME SECRETARY : Quite so. 
Mr. McDONNELb: The hon. gentleman was 

Home Secretary at that date. 

The Hoii!E SECRETARY: Yes, but I only had 
been for a very "hart time. 

Mr. McDONNELL: The hon. gentleman had 
been at the head of the Home Secretary's Office 
since October, 1898. They must remerr.ber that 
under the Act overtime was allowed for fifty-two 
days a yeter, three hours a day. ']'hat was l·rac­
tically one day a week, and overtime was a very 
big question indeed. It was an important ques­
tion for those pedons employed in factories, and 
it had been shown in the inspector's report that 
for the great bulk of the ove.rtime worked the 
empl,>ye<''' received no P''Y for it. Mbs Smith, 
the female inspector, stated-

The oycrtime was most excessive in laundries, where, 
among tlle regular employcf\s, over seventy in number, 
the; avera?'e amount of overtime was 130 hours for 
each female, one.fourth of the whole number had 
worked over 200 hours overtime each, and one woman 
had worked 400 hours. In one of the laundries some of 
the women worked on Sunday on three occasions during 
the early part of tbe year. In one biscuit factory a 
large amount of overtime was worked, five of the 
reg-ular lutnds working an average of 179 hours overtime 
c wh in less than six mo::tths. 

Now, that was a clear case, and there were 
several others that he would mention before 
sitting down where, although proprietors of 
laundries" ere allowed to work their employees 
15() honrs, they worked them Lwo and a-half 
times that amount. In another place an em­
ployer worked his employees fifty hours more 
than he was allowPd, and in a biscuit factory five 
of the regular lmnds worked twenty.six hours 
overtime in six months more than they were 
alluwe::l by the ~~et to work during the whole 
year. In the jam factorie~, h<" noticed by the 
report of the inspector that no allowance was 
made for overtime, so that in the places where the 
wages were very low the girls were obliged to 
work overtime to the fullest extent, and received 
not one pC'nny compen,ation for it. 1'he inspector 
gave the factnries in which overtime was paid for, 
and showed that in the jam factories none was 
paid. Spraking of the boot factories, ~he said-

In the boot fttctories the amount of overtime was 
coL~iderable, especially in two of the largest, where 
over 100 female~ worked. on an a1 erage ninety hours 
overtime each. One of tlle8e firms had a large number 
of femRles ·working overtime on three and sometimes 
four nights a ·week, only allowing them ten or fifteen 
minutes for tea-time, and working them three and a­
half hours each night, many of the girls being under 
eighteen years of age. 
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There was a notable evasion of the Factories Act. 
She went on to say-

After I had visited the factory, and pointed out the 
breaches that were being committed, the employer 
applied for :permission to work girls under eighteen years 
of age at night. This permission, I am glad to say, was 
not accorded. In the same factory, it was necessary to 
prohibit several employees from working any overtime 
alter July, they having by that time exceeded the over­
time allowed for one year. 
Now listen to this-

In the dressmaking trade fully half ol the 8C:O 
employees have worked overtime during the year. 
Few of these girls are paid for overtime, and in some 
cases the girls have to provide their own tea when they 
work late, and also to pay their own fare howe, unless 
they prefer to walk at a late hour and when tired from 
a long day's worlc 

That was another case of an open violation of the 
Act-

In the earlier part of the year much vigilance was 
needed to ensure conformity with the provisions of 
section 38, which section was not clearly understood by 
employers, as evinced by the fact that thirty-eight 
factory occupiers employed over 200 girls under eigh­
teen years of age after 7 p m. without having obtained 
permis.:<ion to do so. Of this number, four occupiers 
l'epeatcd the breanh after having been cautioned. 

In the first place they kept 200 girls under 
eighteen years of age after 7 p.m., :tnd having 
been cautioned, they defied the department and 
continued to break the Act. Now he" ould ask 
where was the fairness of the department in 
working the Act? There W1AS an Act passed for 
the expreEs purpose of protecting the weaker 
class of employees, and yet the selfish and 
unscrupulous persons who broke the law were 
not rrought to the bar of justice. He thought 
there was good reason to complain of the inaction 
of the Home Secretary's Department in not 
administering the Act. There was good reason 
to complain that it was not administered eit.her 
in the letter or the spirit. The report went on 
to say-

Eighteen employers have, during the year, employrd 
over 150 females for more than three hours' overtime in 
one day. 

Twelve employers have been keeping the girls at work 
for long periods without any interval for n meal; some~ 
times from 1·30 or 2 p.m. until 8 or 8·30 p.m. In all 
over 170 girls were, to my knowlerlge, so treated. ' 

Nearly 2,000 females wo1·ked overtime during the 
year, of whom about 80 per cent. were over eighteen 
years of age. 

I much regret that the number of days upon which 
overtime may be worked in any one week is not limited. 
I am frequently l\sked by the girl• if I cannot interfere 
when they are worked several nights in suecm:~ion. In 
some instances, overtime has been worked on four 
nights a week for eight successive weeks. 
That was in eight weeks employers were allowed 
to work their employees lOO hours overtime, and 

to stretch the Act to its fullEst 
[5 p.m.] extent they were only allowed 156 

hours in twelve months. He ad­
mitted that, as the Act was at present, a coach 
and four could be driven through the overtime 
clause, and one of the reasons why he said the 
Home Secretary had shown little sympathy with 
the Act was that he had not brought down an 
amending Bill early in the session to alter the 
present state of thing•. 

I am strongly of the opinion that were it compulsory 
to pay for all overtime at the rate of time and a-half 
and also to allow tea-money, the amount of overtime 
worked would be much smaller than it now is. 
He thought the same. There was a good num­
ber of decent employers in Brisbane and other 
parts of the colony where the Act was in opera­
tion who paid for overtime, and allowed tea­
money, and provided good conditions for their 
employees, but in a great many cases the men 
who were desirous of doing what was fair had to 
compete with men who took every pcssibleadvan­
tage and screwed the last penny out of their 

employees by compelling them to work far more 
than the law gave permission. Miss Smith also 
said-

The hours worked by femHles in restaurants, confec­
tioners, an<l shops o! a similar character, are still about 
the same as when last reported, ranging from sixty to 
eighty hours weekly. In many eases the girls \York 
part or all duy on Sunday. 
Mr. Crowther otated-

It is evident that in those cJn,.scs of factories where 
employers claim cxnnptions, employees specially need 
the prate( tion of the Act, 

The liberality of our exemption clauses increa;;;es the 
difficulty of workillg the Act impartially. 
That was another unfortunate provision. Our 
Act in respect to overtime was the most liberal 
in Austmlia. In Victoria they allow about onfl­
fifth of the amount of overtime allowed here 
under the Act ; yet some of the employers here 
were not satisfied to work their hands during the 
first six months to the full limit of the overtime 
ailowed for the twelve months, but they also 
tried to work the same thing for the second six 
months in regard to o1ertirne. He agreed that 
the recommendations of the Chief Inspector and 
Miss Smith and the other inspectors would go 
a long WGY to regulate and largely do away with 
this overtim('' because if employers had to pay 
for overtime and allow tea-money there would be 
a verv small amount of overtime work done. 
Mr. Crowther went on to say-

Among those who have tnl\:en advantage of the over­
time exemptions are ma,>ter printers, who find it incon· 
venient at, times to comply with the time limitations 
p1·escribed by the Act for boys uncler sixteen years. 
Some of these do not pay their boys overtime. 

lt seems illogical that the Act should provide for Lhc 
employer in this mattc1· without emrmwering t11c 
department to make him compensate hi-: cmployccci for 
tbe strain upon tl:mr :;;trength and the loss of their 
lei~urc. A day of twelve worldng hours is over much 
for. these young boys. 
He thought it was over much too and he was 
inclined to think from information received thab 
the provisions of the Act could with great 
advantage be extended to many plac"s where it 
did not ap[Jly :tt present, and where boy.1 were 
workir g in newspa[Jer offices very long hours. 
This, he understood, applied particularly to some 
Northern towns. Then Mr. Crowther made the 
foll<Jwinc: recommendations:-

That the notice of working hours should show the 
working hours of m \les under sixteen and females. 

That, except to meet unforeseen press of work, no 
overtime whatever shall be 'vorkccl by these employees 
'vithout a 1)ermit, whif'h should be affixed in the 
factory. The times when overtime may be worlmU as 
an emergency, ana also the numbers and duration of 
the permits, to br· limited. 

That overtime be defined as all work done outside 
the limits str~ted on the "Xotice of Working Hours." 

That overtime be paid for at the rate of time and 
a-half, and if extending alter 6 p.m. tbat 6d. tea-money 
be allowed. 

That overtime cannvt be worked on more than two 
consecutive days. 

That the total worked per week, inclusive of over­
time, shall not exceed fifty-six hours, and shall not 
extend beyond 9'30 p.m., and no work to be done on 
Sundays. 

'l'hat r ".:Cept upon the permission of the Minister in 
writing no overtime shall be 'vorlmd by these employfes 
after 2 p.m. on Saturday. 

:.Yo person employed in a factory to 1Je allowed to take 
WJl'k home except upon the written permission of the 
Minister. 

That employees be allmvcd fnU pay for the following 
holidays :-Good Friday, Easter }!onday, Queen's Di!.'th­
day, Christmas an cl ~ew Year's Day. 
He noticed tbat those recommendations fitted in 
very largely with the provisions dealing with 
overtime in New Zealand, Victoria, and he 
thought New South \Vales, becauw in all those 
coionies overtime had to be {laid for, and he 
would like before the Estimate went through to 
get an assurance from the Home Secretary that 
he intended to bring in an amending Bill this 
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session-and he hoped early-based on the 
recommendations of the Chief Inspector. If thi~ 
was tlle firot year those recommendations were 
made there would perhaps be some excuse for 
the hon. gentleman not taking action at present, 
b•1t they were made last year and cmphaci<'ed 
again this year, &nd he thought the condition of 
things with regard to overtime was worse in this 
year's report than before. 

'fhe HOME SECRETARY : It won't appear as 
bad in the report for this year. 

Mr. 1\IcDONNELL said there was room for 
great improvenBnt. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: There was, but you 
are speaking of the past all the time. It w,ts in 
the year 1898 that all this occurred. 

Mr. McDONNELL: Yes. The report also 
showed that, so fe~r as reports and return·' were 
concerned, a great man:r of the factory employers 
and shopkeepers appeared to look upon the Act 
as a huge joke. 

The HOME SECRETARY : They don't now. 

Mr. McDONNELL: Mr. McLay, in his 
report, said-

1'he trouble given by many shopkeepers at the begin­
ning of last year in failing to furnish the records of 
employees required by section 13 of the Act, led to the 
publication in the GOJ;t.-rwu•,;,f Ga:::ette of an additional 
regulation, dated 25th October last, requiring all shop­
keeper.:; to forward their l'EtJords to the depm·tment 
\vitbin seven day::, after IsL January in each year. 

I regret to say this ret,ulation has not had th"' effect 
anticipated, and t~e trouble in collecting these records 
has been as great this year as last. '!'he fort. ~a ranee of 
the department in not prm~ecuting occup1ers for 
breaches of t.l1is nature has been much imposed upon, 
and I am reluctantl: forced to the r~mclnsion that it 
'vill be absolutely necessary-if the law i::; to be com­
plied with in this respect-to recommend stronger 
m~'"tsures in future to obtain the necessary returns. 
'l'he hon. gentleman mL~hG say that that would 
not occur again, and the late Home Secretary 
wa,, very strongly of opinion that the Act should 
be wnrked with great caution, and that employt-rs 
should be allowed re reasonable time to g' t a 
thorough knowledge of the pruvi"ions of the Act. 
The Act had now been in force practically for 
three years, and they still found the same condi­
tion of things existing to-day wbi<.lb existed 
eighteen months ago. 

'fhe Ho~m SE<RETAHY: Not to-day. 

Mr. McDONNELL: '\Yell, accordin,; to this 
report, it existed up to the end of htRt year, and 
all they could discuss was the administration up 
to the end of last year. He did not desire to 
see any vindictive prosecutions, or to see people 
dragged before the court for infringements of the 
provisions of the Act, <till, with all due respect 
to the department, he believed that too much 
consideration had been shown to the people who 
had been breaking the ~'l.ct in a very flagrant 
manner. Dealing with shops, Mr. Crichton 
said-

A large number of children from t'velve to fourteen 
:years of age :1re employed in the smaller shops, where, 
although the work is generally of a light description, 
the hours are in many cases exce'~sive. 

As usually only one child is employed, it is very hard 
to remedy thiR, there being few children who will com­
plain, knowing that discharge is the rc::.ult, so tha.t 
although the notice of hours shows flfty-t.wo as the 
usual 'vorking hours, :~,.n inspector is morally certain 
that fifty-five to sixty-iive wonld be nr1rcr the mark, 
with the result that the child is worked excessive tours, 
aud no recorLl of overtime can be obtained. I shoulU 
like to see the limit of age of child employees raised to 
ihe level preseribed for factories, or the compulsory 
clauses of the Education Act enforced. 
He submitted that to the hon. gentleman as one 
reason why an effort should be made this year to 
prevent such a state of things by law. Coming 
to the question of wages, they found that the 

wages paid last year-particularly in the case of 
females-were even worse than in the vrevious 
year. The Chief Inspeetor, on page 10, said-

'l'he number of females enrning 10s. per week and 
under last year in tl1'} Brh;bane district was 1,427 (of 
whom 372 were over eighteen years of age), as compared 
with 1,35) the }lrevions .Y-..: Lr; ~uld of these 172 recoivrd 
no pay whatev'!, t', as agTinst 104 the j,'fcYions year. The 
great and increasing number or pnrsons worldng in 
the~,e tra1cs without pav (the increase is aetually (,,j per 
cent. dnriug the year) niust be a heavy handicap to the 
nEmy poor people who find it hard enough to make ends 
meet, and I have no doubt the IH'Ovitiion of a minimum 
wage would be mo::..t beneficial in preventing 'vorkrooms 
being tilled with such a~ -::istants. 
Mi·'" Smith said-

Out of 800 females emvloycd in registered dress~ 
making L Jtablishments, 158 were unpaid apprentices. 
'I'his does not cover the entire number of apprentic::s, 
for a number ~Jf ,<;maller establishments do not come 
under the provit5ions of tile Act, an cl in such places the 
girls arc frequently employed ns learners and receive uo 
pay. In two of the largest workrooms in the city, each 
employing about the !;ame number of bands, one had 
no unpaU appre11tices dur ng the ,year, the other had 
thirty-one, 
'fhere was reference to a prosecution, but he had 
no wish to purlish in Hansctrd the name of the 
firm which wa·' prosecuted. The Chief Inspectur 
said that he Whs satisfied with the result of the 
prosecution, but, in his opinion, it was by no 
merms satisfactory, as the object of the prosecu­
tion was to teach other pe-Jple that they could 
not follow in 1:'!8 footsteps of the firm which was 
prosecuted with impunity. 

The HmJE SECRE'rARY: I think it has had that 
effect. 

Mr. McDON.NELL: The hon. gentllman 
must have more infr,rmation on the point than 
he had, and he was glad to be informed that the 
prosecution had had that effoct. He mxt came 
to one of the most imJ•ortant questiuns in con· 
nection with t:,e ~'l.ct-the question of outdde 
workers. That had given tnuble in every 
country in the world where they had a 
Factories Act, because there was greater ccope 
for sweating amongst outside workers thct11 
amongst those who Wl're employed in factorie,". 
He regretted that the table which was included 
in Appendix D in last year's report had not 
been included in the la ;t rep·,rt, as that tahle 
gave them inf·'rmn.tion 8"1 to the actual wnges 
paid to outside workers ; but on page 10 of the 
report the Chi,! Inspector said-

The registration (similarly to other occupiers of 
factories) of cmrloyers of outside workers as definetl in 
section 15 of the Act hns satisfied. C'l\pect.ations, and I 
believe there is really very little material issued for thh:; 
purpose (except, perhaps, io factory bands) without our 
kuowkJgc. 
He was not inclined to agree with the Chief 
Inspector there, because he had reason to believe 
that material reached places that even the 
inspRctors were not aware of. Prices even lower 
thtm were given in the report were paid. He 
admitted at once that it was very difficult in 
ma,ny c;,ses to detect thiN. ,It needed C(?nstant 
attention and travelling about to trace tlns work 
which was given to outsid,• workers. It could 
be shown from the report that many of the 
person~ who took this outside work were pre­
pared to take every possible opportunity and 
take all the ad vantagco tlwy could <>f the people 
they 8mployed. 'fb; n the report went on--

The rPgistcr shows IOU firms as 01n11loycrs of outside 
worhcrs, as ag~linst seventy-eight the previous j ear; 
and within the knowledge of the devrrrtment there 
were 523 persons engaged in their own homes a.ssi~tcd 
by 121 per.;ons, as against 417 nssis tcd by about ninety 
the previous year. 'l'his alJpears to indicate a great 
increase in lhis undesirable form of employlT'.ent; the 
increase is, however, compa.rec1 to that of emplo.rees in 
factories, as 21. per cent. is to 27 per cent. in outside 
employt;es 

It is rather a habit with some persons to unqualifiedly 
condemn this class of work utterly ; but while there 
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are undoubtc<lly many very objectionable features 
about it, it must be admitted that it affords man,Y poor 
person~ an OlJllOl'tunity of earning some m.oney who 
would find it impm~iOk on account of other cn.lls upon 
tb dr time, to attend at a factory. The chief evil lies 
in the materLLltJ passing through more than oue agent 
before reaching the person -..vho actually clofs the worl(, 
Sd that, although the first I'Cl'("n to i::.,··,nc tlw material 
perha}Js r 1-:y , a suflicicn t price to yic 1 1 a fah· wage if pJ.id 
direct to th" opr:·atP.r, before reaching the latter it is 
consid- r:tbly varetl down. 
'£his, of course, was the crux of the whole 
m a: tcr nnd shO\ved that in any amending Act 
there should be such a provision a~ would enahle 
an em;•loyer to be n.ade respomible for the 
waf;cs that were JYjd for work that was sent out. 

Storekeepers will bu:r in tL, cb, ..tpeo;t market,, and 
amon~ 111C1Yi1an1, competing for their business the 
::;ucce,r.,'!>fnlman is the one \vho can Hell cheapest. Under 
the influence of tllis prc,.;: ,urc uvery expense of pro­
duction is cut down to a minimum; ar..d while pre­
smnably all llnv'" to pay approximately similar price<; 
for the 1'-'l.W materials, there un[ortunately still remAns 
the helpless outvtorker as tho mo~t comp1~usi1Jle item of 
cost. 

Different mdthods have been adopted in t1ifferent 
communities to relieve these helpless people of this 
rwcssnre, and secure for them an: Jsonable return for 
thcil' labour, but whether ~VJ.y of these have com­
pletely succecJcd in tlwir aims I am unable to ,k,,tY; 
cortainly any efi'orU of the kind here would have to 
be made with grt 1t caution, and only nftcr the most 
conclusive invcstigatiJn of the result,; in other com­
munities. 
He was very much surprised at tU,, paragraph 
emanating from the officer who w.ts administer­
ing the depJrtment, S·Jeing the t in the sister 
colony of Victoria it has bt:cn proved possible to 
successfully grapple with thi" evil, and that it 
had been proved, on the authority of the 
muployees arjd emploY\_rs, tu have been an 
unqualified success. If,• regretted vcrv much to 
find this paragraph in the report of "t! e Chief 
Impecto•·, wiw took a gre .t interest in the work­
ing of the . \.et, cmd he shoul<l be glad to see him 
sent to Victoria to see the result of the operations 
of the provi·-ions dealing with sweating in that 
(.,]ony. If he went to the factcrie,, in Victoria, 
the s ,me as the bon. member for Bnndaherg and 
himself did a few ye :rs g,,, and heard from the 
lipJ of the occupiers of thoctJ factories their 
opinions of the working of the Act, he would Le 
able to come back und recommend the adoption 
of similar ltgi::<b,tion l1ere. It. was interestir,g to 
refer to the facts stated in the report of Mies 
Smith, the lac.y inqJector, wh'ch _bowed that 
the only possible v. ay of de::tlinz with this evil 
waJ to have Eimilar legio1lation to that which had 
been in 'xistcnc,' in Victoria for the past t-hree 
yc'.r;, anr! which, on th · evidence of the people 
who were interested, h.,d b2en an unqualified 
succe·.,. Jl,'l:i·,s Smith said in her report-

At the close of the yet.J,r there \vr;·c over 500 persons 
in Brisbane taking out \VOl'l{ to be done ju their own 
homc:4, and almc~t 25 IJCr Cl":nt. of thr -:·G employed nn 
a•,',;ist'~.nt--

Thllt meant th~tt, so farns vmtilation, sanit'ttion, 
and things of that kind were concerned, the Act 
was of no eff et, and that the m,Jy thing the 
inspector col!ld do was t<> find out what these 
people wcr0 t.1king the work for. The State had 
no other jurisdiction or control over them. Of 
course v;, hen there tYere tnore than one or tv~·o 
persons ernpluyed at snch places they at once 
became fac'_ories--
brin~ing the total nnmbcl' of ontsido workers to 
considerably over 6·)0~mostlv women-the maioritv 
of whom aro cng::1gcj in thC manufacture of" sloP­
clothing-shirt, and trousP rs chiefly. 

t;peakht~: gP.nt.rally, I find little difference in the 
prices p~id at the close of last yeu.r and those paid 
during the previous year, except in th.:: case of two 
emplo:,~ers who have recent1y commenced taking work 
from warehouse~, etc., and giving it out again. One is a 
manufacturer of men's clothing, and the other of 
women's and children'::; clothing and underclothing. 
They employ about fifty women between them, and P"Y 
prices below the average. 

That n.e~n t that they lived on the labour of the 
people they employed. Miss Smith also sccid-

In connection with :.:hirt-ma1~ing, a large proportion 
of the work given from "arehousu is given to one 
person, employing nculy 10) worker."', half of whom 
are women working in their o'vn homPs, and receiving 
the following prices :-1•101' shirts, single-stitehtd &,-,ams, 
b. Sd. and ls. 9d. per dozen; mantle seams, 2s. per 
dozen i double-stitched seam"~, Bs. per dozen; an cl 
double-·titchcd ,,.earn~: nnd gusi;cted, 3s. 6d. per dozen. 
r_t'he shirts are cut out before being given to tLe1vorker, 
and the lJuttons arc ~;:_ wn on and the button-holes 
mnde after the gm·men, s arc returned. The worlrer has 
to supply tile cotton. 

For very similn.r work, another firm are paying ls. 9d. 
per doz;n for boys' shirt,s, single-stitched; 2s. 3d. per 
dozen for men's sin~le-stitclh ·::l; 3 . .;:, 9d. and 4h. per 
dozen fm· men's double~stitched seams; ancl 5s. 3d.lJCr 
do:~en for thosr: double-stitched throughout. 
He should like the hon. gentleman at the head 
of tl1e department to take notice of that para­
graph. It wonld show him how unfair WD,8 the 
existing condition of thinge, not only to the 
employees, but also to the employers. Here 
were two employers taking the same class of 
work, and one was t~tking it for ls. to 2s. per 
dozen less than the other. ThL showed it was 
pos•ib:e to g·et a fair wage if there wa, an Act to 
comp_l the unfair employer to pay the same wage 

as the fair empluyer was prepared to 
[5•30 p.m.] P"Y· Those two paragraphs showed 

the difference in the rates paid by 
those two employers. 

The Hmm SECHErARY: It only makes a 
difference of 4s. a week. 

Mr. McDONNELL: Itmadeagreaterdiffer­
ence than t'oat, for if tlw hon. gentlemen looked 
further down he would see that a woman who 
had be<m working for the first employer earned 
oCJiy from 10,. to lls. weekly, whereas now she 
earned from 14s. to 15s. 

The HOME SECI\llTARY: That iB only a differ­
ence of 4s. 

Mr. McDONNELL : Further on in the report 
it was stated [.JW many shirts a woman could 
make in a day, showing tlut the less \\as about 
lR. a day. llli-s t-;mith continuecl-

:llost of the shirts made by outside workers are of the 
cheap kind, and the womvn frUJllCOtly c,Jmplain that 
owing to the econom ·,:al cutting out, they have so much 
joining of piccb to do that their work is materially 
increased, but the price for lWtking the shirts is not. 

A worker m akin:; one do; en of these shirts in a day­
:,ay ten or eleven hours-would earn a hunt lls. weekly, 
or, for a rather better class of work, lis. or 15s., out 
of which the cotton, rent of machine·, and fares for 
bringin~ the ·work to and from the factory have to be 
paid; if the worker walks, as many of them do, then so 
much tim·J is l0st. 

For slop-tfliloring the prices vary Yery considerably. 
One fn'm pays9s. 6rl. yordozen for makinginoletrousers, 
another pays Ss. l\1. per dozen. 

If the machining ont' is done inside the factory 4s. 
per dozen is paid for the finishing, i.e., felling on the 
band luring, the crutch piece, and the piece to strtngthen 
1 he pocket, sewing on the bnttons and buckle, nutking 
the button-hol~s and felling or herring-boning the 
bottoms of the trousers. 

It take~ a wvman fully an hour to machine a pair of 
moles, and much longer to finish them. 

The thrend costs about ls. per dozen pair, t:.nd has to 
be paid for by the worker. 

J.o'or maldng tweed and Perge trousers one firm pays 
lls. Gd., 10s. 6d., and Ss. per dozen, according to tbc 
quality and size of t~w work; ~moth er 9s. (n .. , 9s., and 
Ss. p,r rtozen, while the middleman referred to in the 
he;:inning of thi., section vays from Ss. 6d. down to 
5s. 6d., 5s. 3d., and 5s. per dozen. 
That showed that swea~ing was in full force in 
the city, and that in order to prevent it it was 
absolutely nece>sary that leg-islation should be 
p.1ssecl. Again-

For finishing tweed m· serge trousers of the cheaper 
clas~. 3s. 9d., ~-\~. 6d., and 3s. per dozen is paid. This 
part of the work is frequently taken by poor people to 
eke out the slender earnings of other me1nbers of the 
family, No machine is needed, and part of the work 
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can very easily be done by young children. Two or three 
dozen pairs weekly is a very common amount fimshed 
by many of these workers. 
That was another reason !or closer scrutiny of 
outside workers, who had to work at such low 
rates in order to Gke out a mi&H tb~e existence 
with the aid of their children. He would only 
read one other paragraph on the question of 
prices, and it was on·.-· which it would be hard to 
beat in any of Lhe c.,lonies of Australia. Con­
sidering that Queensland was tiUCh a prosperous 
place at the present time, it was a serious reflec­
tion on Parliament nnd on the Government that 
thny did not introduce legislation which would 
prevent the state of things therein described. 
The paragraph he referred to was as follows :-

For women's and children's clothing and under­
clothing the following are some of the pl'ices pa.id :­
For ma1dng ladies' walking skirts, lined, ls. 6d. and 
ls. Sd. cacl!; for making ladies' capes, lined, inter lined, 
~Lllll trimmed, ls. 9d. each; unlined and of plainer 
make, :!1., Sd., and Gd. each; wrappers, 12s., D.s., 8s., and 
down to 6s, per dozen; nightdn:.><3es, 9s., 7s. 6d., 6s., 5s., 
and 4s. per dozen; chemis£'"'• 6s., 4s., 3s., 2s. 6d., and 2s. 
3d. per dozen; knickerbockers, 6s., 4s., 2s. 6d., and 2s. 
per dozen. 

* * * * * a woman taking out shirts at 2s. 3d. per dozen re-
issued them to other women .at Is. lOd. per dozen, 
her part of tbe work consisting or having the work 
brought to and from the factory. . 

A tailor receiving work from a large shop in the c1ty 
sublet coats to another tailor-also a home worker­
paying him 3s. 6d. per coat. The last worker told me 
that he could not make one coRt n. day, even with the 
a-ssistance of hi~ wife. 

Now, he would drop the report, as he thought he 
had read sufficient to show that the present Act 
v~ry badly needed amending, and that it might 
be administere1 with great~r firmness. Overtime 
had been worked by women and children, though 
the Act provided that they should not be worked 
overtime, and during the three years the Act 
had been in force there had been only one solitary 
miserable prosecution-that of a jam-maker­
under its provision•. The:B'ac'"orie, Act affected 
21,000 people in Queen.lanl, and yet they were 
ask,,d to believe that employers were worl:ing in 
such perfect uniRon with the ;pirit and letter of 
ti1e law that there was no need to bring any of 
th,,m before the bench. He refused to believe 
that, for thRre was no :Factories Act in the world 
under whicl1 there w:ts such a r0markable record. 
He knew it was not a fact. If tbe past and 
pre,<ent Minister who had the working uf the 
Act in their hands had carried out its spirit, there 
were many employers who should have stood at 
the bar of justice to ,,nswer for the way in which 
they had broken the Act and inflicted unfair con­
ditions on, their employees whom ibe Act h:~d 
been passed t J protect. He did not w:mt to 
drag the discussion off the actual working of the 
Act, but there were many other things he wished 
to say, and which if time permitted he would SJ.Y 
later on in connection with such an amendment 
of the Act as he and others on that siue had 
advocated. The question of sweating and 1 he 
minimum wage, and the minimum wage of 
2s. Gd. for apprentices, which undrubtedly h:td 
been introduced in Victoria in the way of an 
experiment, had, in the form of the amendment 
which he suggested, been such a succe-.·> in Vic­
tmia that they now proposed in the Victorian 
Parliament to re-enact those provisions in the 
form of a permanent measure on their statute­
book. 

ME}IBERS of the Opposiuion: Hcccr, hear! 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber, he thought, occupied something like an hour 
and a-half in a general dissertation upon the 
whole question of factories and shops. One 
would imagine from the length of time the hon. 
member had occupied in riding his hobby-horse­
and the ban. member concluded by saying he 

was going to have another _canter hter on-that 
they h"_j six months in wlnch to d,, business in­
steai of one short one. 

Mr. LESINA: \Ye are paid to be here. 
'l'Le HOME SECllETARY: Very well, but 

hon. members must under,t~nd that if the time of 
the Housnvas to bn occupied by lont: speeche 1 such 
as the hon. men.' er had delivered-largely cun­
sisting of quotations from·'" document.\- bich was 
already bdore the public, and w~ICh he pre­
sumed had been re<td by e\ dry one mterested m 
it--

Mr. MoDONNELL: I hoj)e so. 
The HO.l\[E SECRETARY: If everyone 

occupied their tin;e at the sam~ lengt~ upon the 
subject with wh1ch he was Immediately ?m;­
cPrned, they would be sittin6 tJext year ~mtrl rt 
v:ould Le time to commence tee new Besswn. 

Mr. McDoNNELI.: The time is well bpcni·. 
\Ve kwe to d.J something to try to force you to 
do what it i- your duty to do. 

The HOl\iE SECRETARY: If the hon. 
meml er wanted to have another c:.tnter iw would 
sit down. 

Mr. McDONNELL : I am not going to allow 
yen to impute every sort of motive to me. 

The H0:}1E SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber mad~ himself too ridiculous altogether when 
he got on his hobl>y·hur:;e-- _ 

1\Ir. McDm>NELL : Th nk you; 1 am prepared 
to take an your in lolence. 

The HO:.\IE SECHETARY: The hon. mem­
ber had bceu very inBnlting to him. He had 
accused him r inlmnnnity and all sorts _of 
crirnes and liJi.:::deme.::tnour.s, cruelty, and a d1s~ 
inclination t'' adminislcr the \.et with any 
degree of frdrness. 

Mr. McDmmELL: Quite so. 
The HOME SECRETARY: The hou. mem­

l'er becaU'·.e h·' so id he was ridiculous choPe to 
lose his te1nper. . . 

1\Ir. J\IcDONNELL: You are alv"tys 1mputmg 
m0tives to everyone. 

The HO:\IE SECllETARY: He was imput­
ing no motives whatever. The lwn. member 
could not understand the English laJCguage, or 
he y,ould know that. \Vhat he was sayir;g w~~ 
that when the hon. member st:'lrted to rrde hrs 
hobby-horee lw rode it to death. He had been 
doing the>t ,;1 tLe afternoon, and three-fourths 
of hio "l .cch had consi,tecl of quoLtio"!s from a 
document Lii''J h.cd nlready appeared m most of 
the daily Press throughout the ~o~ony .. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Are you rrdmg hrs ho!Jby­
horce now ? 

Mr. ?vfcDONNELL: I could not have quoted 
from a better document. 

The CH \Ilt?vL'1.N : Order ! Hon. members 
wili p!f<t e keep order. 

The HOMl<J SECHET"\RY: The hon. mem­
ber hud utterly condemned the dc.cu1nen~ from 
which 1-;e hrtd quoted. He was noo gomg ~o 
follow the hon. member through the whole of his 
long disquisition. He had too much respect for 
the House and for its time to do so; but there were 
one or two points upon wl;ich the hon. member 
would r'robably be surpnsd to hear _tha~ he 
a~-reed with the hon. memb~cr, and was mclmed 
t~ cJi. :>zree with the conc)usion~ arrived at hy 
the Chief Inspector, topecrally m regard to the 
question of sweating. The hon. !;'entleman had 
told the Committee that the pr.,ent Govern­
ment, and e .pecially himself, had no sympathy 
with the Act. He told the hon. member he was 
mistaken, and th0 hon. member _h.td the 
effl·onterv to tell him that he was saymg what 
waR not frue. 

Mr. MoDoN:>ELL: No. 
'.rlie HOME SECRETARY: Yes, the hon. 

member did, and in n, very tnarked \vay. The 
ban. member could very seldom appa;--ently 
speak of himself without saying things whrch he 
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thought tb~ hon. member would not be prepared 
to say ontsrde. The hon. member would perhaps 
be surprised to bc·ar that his views with respe<'t 
to future legislation on the ;,ubject very largely 
cnincideJ with his own. The hon. member com­
plained of the ans,,·er he had r;ivcn him the other 
day, that if time permitted he wrmld be prepared 
to introduce an amending Dill. That was a 
perfectly correct arY-wer, and the hnn. member 
surely understood that hon. membero desired that 
the House should rise before Christmas. If 
Parliament m·tde up its mind to sit on into next 
year he wonlrl be prepared to introduce that Dill. 
He had it by his side. 

i\Ir. McDoNNELL: Vlhy don't you introduce it? 
Mr. GLASSEY: I do not want to sit on into 

next ye:r r. I want to rise before Christmas. 
The HO :VIE SECRET},RY: That was the 

general consensus of opinion, but it would be 
r1uite impo·,sible for them to do so if every hon. 
member who hat! a hobb,·horse to ride rode it 
at th,, len~th the hon. i:nember for Fortitude 
Valley had ridden his that afterno .. •n. He 
would be prepared to introduce the amending 
Bill to-morrow if he thought thrre was the 
slightest poc,ibility of pa•sing it that session, 
but be was perfectly cortain there was not. 
There were certain measures it was c .. bsolutely 
necessary they shuuld get through this session, 
mensmesin whic:h theintere tsof the whole colony 
were im·t,lved. One of them, in which tbe hen. 
member presumably took a grPat deal of interest, 
was on the stocks, 'md had passed its second 
reading. It w::s impoE-dble f,,r them to do all 
they desired to do in the • .. hort time at their dis­
posal, and while there might be something in 
what the bon. member had said if it was a ques­
tion of the original introduction nf a :E,ncLorie~ 
and Shops Bill, it ohould be remembered that 
thev already had something to go upon under 
wl~ich he ventmed to 'ay very good work was 
bemg done, though he admitted there was room 
for improvement. He had an amending Dill by 
his ide, but there was no use in cccupying time 
in introducing it when they knew it could not be 
pac,sed tb at session. 

Jlilr. McDoNNELL: Surely it is as important as 
other Bills introduced? 

The H0:\11~ SECRETARY: 1\' o. The sub­
jecL was just as important probably, hut the other 
Bills affected thP colony as a whole, and were 
connected with matters upon w hi eh the legisla­
tion proposed was new or introduc.ed new prin­
ciples, while that was a question of introducing 
a Bill amending an Act which they bad already, 
and under which they were doing good work. 
. Mr. McDoNNELL: It was called for by the 
Inspector's re--:1ort. "' 

The HO;>.IB SECllETARY: He would be 
very glad to introduce an amending m~asure 
when the opportunity arose which would enaUe 
him to carry it through, but ther~ was no possi­
bility of carrying it through this session. The 
hon. member had given hon. members an idea of 
the discussion that would take place on such 
legislation by hi.s speech that afternoon. He had 
promised that there would be no di· cu:,aion on 
tlw propo:ed legislation, but heh:1d nromiscrl more 
than he would be able to perfori11, and there 
would protmbly be a good deal of digcussion on 
th~~ more drastic nlP1h.mre the Governinent pro­
posed to introdn0e. Ho rnnch for the non-intro­
ducLion pf the r,menrling Bill. Spt:!1king gener. 
ally,_ the hon. member had n•Jt done justice either 
to !nmself or the Government. \Vith regard to 
this matter the hon. member s11id that he had 
shown no sympathy wilh the Act, and that he 
had not shown any firmness in it' administ!'il­
tion. He had tolrl the hc•n member that 
he w:1s mistaken, but he would not believe 
it. The hon. member had benr quoting from a 
report on a state of things which terminated on 

the 31st December, 1898-ten months ago, and 
he (Mr. ]!'oxton) had not been in office much 
more than two months at that time. He was not 
one of those who could plunge into a new subject 
and gra>p all its details at a moment's notice, 
bee,use one required to feel his way before 
putting his foot down in connection with such 
irnpurtant legislation as this. One of his first 
instructions to the Chief Inspector-who would 
bear him out-w<•S that the law was to be carried 
out as strictly as pos ilJle, and he believed that 
it had been carried out with much more strict­
ness than previously. He did not say this by 
way of casting any reflection on the hon. 
gentleman who pr,cceded him in the adminis­
tration of the Act, but he thought that the 
period of caution inaugurated by Sir Horace 
Tozer at the initiation of this legislation had 
expirf !-that it was time that employers had 
acquired a knowledge of what was required of 
them by the Act. He was not prepared to 
express any opinion as to whether too much 
leniency had been shown in the first instance, 
for it was all done with the very best intention. 
It was hoped that by a lenient administration of 
the Act that employers would cheerfully and 
gradnai:y realise amongst themselve;, the obliga­
tions thrown upon them by the legislation which 
had been passed. The inspwtors, and the Chief 
Inspector especially, took immense pains in going 
round to the differeiJt emplo0 ers, and even filled 
in forms for them which they should have 
fiJ!ed in themcelveR without any assistance. 
\Vhile this was done with the best inten­
tions, he thought it had rathPr a tendency to 
epoil the employers. However, when the time 
came for a more strict interpretation and a more 
sttict administration of the law, almost all the 
employers concerned ro,e to the occa;;ion and 
fell in with the views of the Chief In~pector, 
without giving anything like the amount of 
trouble that had previously been experienced. 
He hoped that when the report of the Chief 
Inspector for next year came to be read, that the 
hon. member for l!'ortitudc Valley would admit 
that he had done him an injustice by imputing 
to him n absolute disregard of the atlministra­
tion of the Act, and by saying that he had not 
administered the provisions of the Act with 
fairness and firmness. 

Mr. McDoNNELL: I shall be only too glad to 
admit it if it is so. There is one matter you 
might refer to-that is the extension of the vro­
visions of the Act. 

The HOMg SECRETARY: There were 
difficulties with regard to that-difficulties as to 
the selection of the particular localities which 
should be brought under the provisions of the 
Act. The matter had been under consideration 
for some weeks. 

Mr. Gnool\I: Is Toowoomba included? 
The HOME SECRETARY: Toowoomba 

probably would be one. 
Mr. Gnomr: It is very badly wanted there. 

The people are asking for it. 
The H0211E SECRETARY: He knew it 

was ; but he desired to arri vu at some bac,is on 
which the extensions could be accompli"hed. 
The f.on. member for ForUtude Valley ha<l very 
naturally referred to establishments which were 
in isolated loulities, but it wab a matter for con­
sideration as to how far the working of the 
Act c·.mld he extended to these establishments, 
which were not in the immediate vicinity of an 
inspector. There were •everal difficulties in the 
v ay, but he assured hon. members that he was 
endeavouring to arrive at some satisfactc,ry basis 
on which these extensions could be made in thR 
various districts. He admitted that this might 
have been done earlier, but hon, members must 
understand that he had to take into consideration 
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a number of other very important questions from 
time to time, and every matter had to take its 
turn. 

Mr. MoDoNNELL : I brought this matter up 
twelve months ago. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY: Quite so ; but 
he had numerous matters to deal with, one of 
which had compelled him to take a long trip, and 
other matters had intervened. He assured hon. 
mt~mbers that this m<ttter was now having the 
fullest consideration, and he had even approached 
his colleagues with regard to hinging it to a final 
and definite ;,,me. He would be very glad to stu 
an amending Bill introduc(,J, but until that 
was the case they would have ta be content with 
the law as it was at present. He was certain 
that excellent work had beon done. The hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley complained that a 
certain pro··ecution he had referred to had not 
been a lesson to employers, but he thought that 
that prosecution had had excellent results, and 
also that employers were much more ready to 
comply with the provisions of the Act than they 
were last year. There wr,R a marked improve­
ment in that respect. If the hon. member next 
year reviewed the work of this year, as he had 
reviewed the work of the present ye,,r, he would 
be prepared to >1dmit that such was the case. 

Mr. :B'OGARTY (D1Ytyton and Tomcoomba) 
said he should be very pleased to 

[7 p. m.] see the. provi,ions of the Shops and 
Factories Act extended to Too­

woomba, which was a very imporbnt centre, 
with a population of some lG,OOO. From personal 
knowledge he could say that youths of both 
sexes were compelleu to work in places totally 
unsuitable both as to space and sanitary condi­
tions. Those who employed them were making 
a considerable amount per annum, and gave, in 
some casP~, nothing in return. 'rhere was a 
case, well known to the medic>! profeosion in 
Toowoomba, where a fine young woman entered 
a certain factory, and in four months, owing to 
the conditions under which she Jabonred, she 
became a physieal wreck, and the chanc-8s were 
th:1t she would never regain the strength she 
formerly possessed. It was well known that 
girls engaged in dreesmaking work received no 
remuneraLion whatever for the first nine months, 
and the Home Secretary might very well make 
some regulation whereby the employer should be 
compelled to pay thme girls a small wage duriug 
th:o,t period. But tome employers were so un­
principled and so devoid of the milk of human 
kindnc:s that at the expiration of the nine 
months those girls' serviCes were di,pensed with 
and a fresh batch wer; taken on. That was not 
a proper state of affairs, and he did not think 
the Home Secretary would countenance such a 
thing if there was sufficient machinery r~t his 
disposal to remedy it. If not, he trusted it 
wonld be provided by Parliament immediately. 
It was P•'ssible there might be some expeme 
entailed by the extenFion of the provisions of the 
Act to other centres ; but e\ en so, the money 
would be very well spent. Humane employers 
would have nothing to fear from the operation 
of the Act; it was not they whom he had in his 
mind. He referred more especially to thG boo~ 
factories-not to indi viclud shoemakers or to 
retail shops-of which there we1 e two or three, 
or perh"ps more, in Toowoomba emplnying a 
large number of hands. He hr1d seen them 
leaving work night after night, and having 
known many of them for a lor;; time, he 
could sa,y that they h"td not the same healthy 
appearance they had rravious to entering- into 
those factories. He had omitted to say that in the 
dressmaking establishm.2nts, after nine months' 
service, the girls who showed themselves experts 
received the princely wage of 2s. 6d. r,er week. 
That was in" sunny Queensland." If they were not 

experts they did not get even that; their services 
were dispensed with. It often happened that 
from sotne unfnrPscen circumstance, perhaps the 
death of the breadwinner, a widow was com­
pelled to send her children to sorr:e employment 
for the purpose of keeping the wolf from the 
door; and it was the duty of PariiaL..cnt to 
protect such r •:ople, and r uch, he believed, was 
the intention of Parliament when the Act was 
p:!sserl. Now that he had drawn attPntion to 
the fact-and not one of his statements was 
over·coloured-he hoped the Home Secretary 
would extend the provisions of the Act to 
Toowoomba. It wc.ulcl be a benefit to the 
employeeo concerned anu to the people of the 
district, who would know that employers were 
compelled by !:1w, whether so disposed or not, 
to consitler t;·eir employees as human beings. 
If the het of his having drawn attention to 
these facts in the Chamber was not snffi~ient to 
get the A"t e'<tendecl to Toowoomba, he trusted 
the hon. gentleman would inform him, eicher 
publ'cly or primtely, wh~t s~ev, should be hken 
to get the Act so extended, and he might 1 dy 
upon it that the applic;;tion would be made. 

1\Ir. KERR hor:ed that iu the promised 
amending Bill provision would be made to bring 
slw.1ring shedd ,,.nd shearers' huts under the Act. 
He had rlrawn attention t1this matter on various 
occasions. \Vhen the Governor and Lady 
Laminf(ton visited Bare , ]dine Station, Lady 
Laming-ton api1earc.J to take a gr•.:oat interest in 
th0 accommodation provided for the men. She 
not only inspected the pl~ce where the cooking 
\vas carried on, but expre~sed R strong desire to 
se•3 the sleeping acc·>mmodatinn, and he did not 
think that what she saw conld have impressed 
her very favourablv. He would like to read an 
extr •et fron1 the We;;tern Champion, giving an 
account of one shed-

A short distance from the \voo1shed and fr01n each 
other are the shFarers' nnd labourers' hut~; these huts, 
a~ aforesaid, being iron shells. 'l'lL::y are without iloors 
or y,wandas, but are each IJrovidetl 'vith roomy, Ol!Cll 
firc!Jlaccs, and nre divided into what in t<mtland, I 
believe, wonld be called a butt and " ben-that is to 
say, into two apal'tments, one given over to sleeping 
accommodation, th~· ,Jther beiLgusecl as a feedingvlace­
the terms dining or mr,.·,ing being too rosthetic in this 
connection. The sleeping space is: fitted up much 
nfter the manner of olJ·time immigrant ships­
th&.t is to say, thm·e are tiers of bunks down the sidr'!l, 
tiers ofbunk~ clown the centre, and ~pare sp.tce no,vhere. 
Outside each hut, and distaut.abaut ten ya1-~s frcm its 
cloor, is a triangular F':1ecp pon, and alongside a gallows 
of the time-honoured fork ancllever type, for drE ~sing 
carca ;«~·'" upon, tLv offal from which is 1JurL::od. on the 
spot, or left unburiell at the discretion of whosoen~r 
may feel disposed to talm action in the matt-er. Mid­
way betWE.Jn the two huts is a latrine, but description 
of this dctu5lmust be either untruthful or unprintable; 
suffice it to say that it is grotc-.;1nely unsuited to the 
p:upose for which it was construc\ed. 

That was writte:J by the special correspondent of 
the We;-.fcrn Champion, and published in a paper· 
which had a Im-,;e circulation iu the district, and 
he rdght say that if it was not a truthful record 
the mann:;er or owners v;oulJ have very promptly 
contra li, ted it. He Iu,d previoitsly dr~c\\·n ::tt.t' n­
tion in the H0uefl to the e':isting conditions 
at Oak wood st ttion, aLd it was only last year 
that some of the menl·'lft the shed i,r consequence 
of the had accoimn; :lation provided. One young 
fellow he knew contracted typhoid fever there 
:1nd did, and there h~d been many c;ses of 
typhoid at that starion. In introducing his 
amended Fnctories Bill he tb ·ught the Home 
Secretary would do a remarkably good work, 
which would give general satisfaction to the 
workerB, and to those owners who proviued 
decent accommodation, if he would make the 
Act applicable to shearing sheds. There were a 
number of sheds to which it was a perfect pleasure 
to go, so good was the provision made for the 
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men, but on the other hand there were stations 
where the accommodation provided was inde­
scribably bttd. He trusted the m~tter would 
receive the attention of the Home Secretary. 

Mr. McDO:'\ALD (Flinde1·s) quite endorsed 
everything that had been said by the hon. 
mem\,er for Barcoo. He might point out that 
le;;;islation in tlw dire~tion asked for had been 
introducPd in I\ ew Zealand, and had been 
promised in New South Wales. When they 
took into considerat'on the number of deaths 
caused through the insanitac·y condition of 
she;',ring sheds throng-bout the colony, it was 
time the owners should be compelled to make 
better provic,ion for their employe""· 

Mr. KEim : 'The existinJ state of things is 
unhir to those w'1o do provide good accommoda­
tion. 

Mr. McDONALlJ: He knew numbers of 
stations that provided ;plendid accommodation 
for the men,_ but at othero the employ pes were ex­
posed to disease and sickness. 'There was one 
little matter in the in, pector's report to which he 
wished to draw attention, because he did not 
think it had been tonchri upon by previous 
speakers. Dealing with Asiatic f:1etories theY 
were told by the inspector that, the number of 
those factories in the metropolis was fourteen, 
one at Ipswich, one atRockhnmpton, and one at 
Townsville. The Brisbane one employed twenty­
six hands, and it appeared that those factories 
h"d very little inspection. In fact, the report 
st::tted they had had none in 1897, but this Yf<tr it 
w~s seen that it was neceo,sary to take some notice 
of then1, a.> it might be useful for purposes of 
future reference. The inspector said-

I believe a good deal of mi ,,conception exists as to 
the numb,,_'r of Asiatics engaged in tratles here bv con· 
founding shop with factory occupiers; mox':m:er; it is 
a clwap and always snre way to catch applanse and 
popularity by referring in inflated. language to this form 
of compet.iti.on. 
He thought the inspector had r.-one out of his 
way in u"illg such language as tliat in a report ; 
and it was not the first time that complaint had 
been made of simil r conduct on the part of offi­
cers at the head uf depn,rtments. In his opinion 
too much could not be FCLid concerning thoc,J 
A'iatics; and he th••ught that the inspector 
shrmlcl have ;:iven full id•)rm ',tion im',e'ld of 
merely ref rring to th, suhjoct, as if it was not 
worthy of notice. The total number of factoriPs 
in occupation by Asiatic; was seventeen, and the 
numl·,er of persons employed was forty-nine. Ho 
wonlcl lib·' to know \/hat was the nature of the 
various foctories tho e people were engaG'ed in. 

Jlrfr. GIVENS (Cairns), r,ferring t > the 
inspection of hnd boilers, he did not tt ink £2GO 
a year wnnld be suflicient to ob rain the services 
of a snit11ble m1n, becau:e he contended that the 
very best talent should be secured for such 
important and responsible work 'I here the lives 
of so many persons \Vere at Rtake. He kne'\v th.tt 
boilers had b<cn sold and resold till they were 
really not fit t-> use at dl, and he might pilint out 
that S1lme time ago-he thought it was in the 
early part of this ye:;r-there '""s in Co,irns a 
steam n1erryMgo-round which was a standing 
menace to the safc'"y (;£ the young people v: ho 
went on it and anyone else w~10 '\:vent near it., 
on account of the conditiun of the boiler. He 
thought power should b• given to the local 
authorities in c >,se; of that kind to urotecL the 
lives of innocent poop le by rm~Yenting th·. use of 
defective b· iJ, r8. He was pleased to see that 
there was a sum put down for an inspector of 
boiler '• and he hoped the principle would be 
extended until by-tmd-by there would be abso­
lutely no dangt'? to the li Vl s of people as far as 
the use of defective boilers was concerned. 

Mr. GLASSEY (Bundrtoerg) did not think 
that a first-class boiler inspector could be 

obtained for lees than £400 a year; but a first­
class man ought to be obtained for that important 
work. A really £OOd boilermaker w"uld get 12s. 
or 13s. a day, and it was not likely that the 
services of a really first-cLss boiler inspector 
could be procured for £250 a yeJr. He did not 
wish to take up the time of the Committee, but 
he would like to urge on the Home Secretary the 
neces,ity of extending the provisions of the 
Factories Act so as to include the larg r sugar 
mills. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The matter wae 
under con ~i, 1 eration, and a scheme had already 
been formulated to extend the provisions of the 
Act. 'With regard to ""mount of salary that 
would h:,ve to be paid to get a competent boiler 
inspector, he had made inquiries and had satis­
fied him' elf that a first-cL-ss man could be got 
for £250 a year. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I tell the Home Secretary dis­
tinctly that he cannot. 

The H011E SECRETARY: He had his 
doubts about it at first, but he had in<)nired 
from authoritieo Yery much superior to the hon. 
member in that particular line, and he was quite 
sati,fied that he could get a first-cla''' man for 
that amount, and not only one, but he could 
assure the h(m. member that they were pre),ared 
to tumble over one another in applying for the 

position. 'With reference to the 
[7'30 p.m.] suggestion of the hon. members for 

Cairns ,,nd Bundaberg to make the 
inspection of land boilers general throughout 
the colony, they would require further le~isla­
tion, because at present they had no power to do 
so outside the districts in which the Factories 
and Sh,lps Act was in operation. 

Mr. JACKSON: It was promised in the 
Governor's Sp,ech. 

The HO::YIE SECRETARY: There was a 
good deal promised in lhe Governor's Spe.-ch 
that he waG sorry to say they wonld be unable 
to cnrry out this session. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: Are there any travelling 
expense3? 

'fhe HOME SECRETARY: There would be 
travelling expenses on the scale laid clown in the 
public service. 

Mr. McDOXNELL: 'Nil! he not have the right 
to im-pect boilers wherever the Act is in opera­
tion? 

The HOME SECRET.'lRY: Probably be 
would. He did not know whether the merry· 
go-round, referred to by the hnn. member for 
Cairns, would be a factory. Of conr"e the in­
oDCctcr would insped ,,11 boilers in places whete 
the Act ,,, a~ in operation, as f<'.,. as possible. 

Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane Sm<+h) was glarl to 
see prodsion made ft•r an inupector. 'The great 
difficulty in the p. st had been th,,t the certifi­
ed tes that were granted were practically value­
lee~, beemse in many C'1ses the in,pection hud 
been carried out bv men who were not able to 
write od their cet:tific.,.tes, and further legisla­
tion was necessary. For the information of the 
l ~n. member for Cairns, he would like to say 
th,,•, there had bef'n a considerable amount of 
agit, tion in that Committee for some years for 
the in.,pection of land boilers, and the late Pre­
mkr hall promi,ed to introduce a Bill at the first 
opportunity, making it imperative that all boilers 
used on shore should be inspected by competent 
inspectors. The report also mentioned that 
all persons in charge of boilers should have 
some knowledge of them, because it was through 
tl·eir "ant of knowledge thcct the boilers got 
into such a condition as to become a menace to 
public safety. It was the law in New Zealand 
an,; Victorio,, and the Act had lately been 
amended in the Imperial Parliament to provide 
that only competent persons should be in charge 
of land boilers. He was inclined to think that 
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the remuneration offered was very fair if the 
Government would employ the right people, but 
the Government usuaily got an engineer to do 
that work, whereas what wets wanted was a good 
boilermaker. The best boilermakers in Bris­
bane wc1re getting about 12s. a day in the shops, 
and .£250 would enable the Gov ,•rnment to got 
the best boil<<rmaker av.tilable. A boilermaker 
was f,,r more c nnpetent to detect defects in a 
boiler than an engineer. 

Mr. DUNSFORD (Cha1·te1·s Towers) h".d been 
requested by the Engine-drivers' Association 
on Charters Towers to state that they thought 
there shonld be a more careful inspection of land 
boilers, and also that all persons driving boilers 
should be required to hold certificate, of Cdm­
petency. The only efficient in~pection of bilers 
that they had was in connection with wining. 
He would not have touched upon the question at 
all but th:tt the Chief Inspector said in his 
report-

The year's experience of boiler inspection further 
emphasises the opinions exprr'-f. 0 d in last} C'<tr's report 
as to tlle iueffiPieucy of the provLions of t,he Ac~, to 
insure immunity from accident caused by boiler ex­
plosion. 
He also pointed ont that in Victorb and New 
Zealand they had not only a more efficient 
system of inspection, but certifk>tcs of com­
petency had to be obtained by those who drove 
engines. They had been : ·romised legislation on 
the subjed this sessivn, ·md he hoped that when­
ever legislation was brought forwu,rd it would be 
of a comprehensive character, and deal with all 
land boilers in the colony, whilst it would also 
de,] with certific~tes of competency, 

1\Ir. DIBLEY ( TVoolloongabba) hoped the 
Home Secretary would accBpt the suggestion of 
hon. members on the Opposition oide, and see 
than the ins •ector was a boilermaker and not an 
engineer. They did not wotnt experts, but prac­
tical men. They wvnte'i a man 11ho wa< not 
afraid to take off his shirt and go im."de a boiler 
to inspect it. £1) a week wa' sufficient, and the 
l\1inister could get as 1nany boiler in~pectors as 
he liked at that salary-and ,\ U eo m p etent men. 

Mr. J,\OKSON (Kennedy) was not inclined to 
agree with those hon. members who thought that 
the inspector s'".ould be a boilerm.1ker and not 
an engineer. ...._L\... practical engineer wa~ the man 
for the position, bo<':tuse he understood not only 
the inside in~pcction, but he understood the 
safety-valve, which was a very important matter. 
Ho had bad snne pe: sonal experience, having 
been inside boilers and a">isted to ciean them, 
so that he knew what be was talking abo'-!t, 
Tho"e who had read the report of the court of 
inquiry appointed to investi;!,,te the causes of 
the explosion of the two locomotive boilers, would 
have noticed that the defects aro, e through 
longitudinal grooves in the plate·:. In the one 
case the groove was above the waterline, and in 
the other below it. If those b"il< rs had been 
inspected oftener, and probably by more capable 
men, those grooves might have been noticed, 
although it would require very careful inspection 
to notice a fine crack, particularly below the water­
line, bc'cause wh,_re hard Wflier was u•ed a kind 
of cement or sediment formed on the boiler plates. 
It was in consequence of this ·'hat boilers had to 
be cleaned out, and men might have t0 be sent 
inside tu chip off this sediment with hammers 
aqd chisels. That was the only way of dealing 
with it. A boilermaker would be u·,eful as far 
as the inspection of the plates wa, concerned; 
but that was not everything. A man who we,s 
a practical engineer, although he might not be 
competent to make a boiler, w .. s uften competfnt 
to inspect and repair a boiler. He knew many 
who were competent to fix up the tubes of a 
boiler, although they were not competent to 
make a boiler from the beginning, The Home 

Secretary would find out, on investigation, that 
a practic11l engineer was the best man for this 
position, because there was a considernble 
amount of danger from working b :ilcrs that had 
not been attended to-boilers tlmt kd l"cen m 
charge of in~xperie:lCcd or careless men-ar:d 
had not had their valvcs P<Clperly attended to. 
That wa., where the pr'.ctic:d engineer would 
have an advantage over the boilermaker. 

Mr. :B'ISHER (Gympie): He had S<'me 
prac'.icd knowledge of the m,.tter, and be 
certainly said that an ordinary engineer was no 
more competent to inspect a Loiler than he was 
to inspect a house. 

The HoME SECRE'rAUY: We will not get an 
l' or\_.Inary one. 
Mr. FISHBR: If the hon. gentlemcm got a 

competent boilern.aker, he would find he was 
worth ten rngineer-, An engineer did not like 
that kind of work. There was an engineer 
in his di-.trict-one of the moot competent 
mechanical engineers in it-but he v:ould refus 1 

to inspect boilers, bec<>me it \\':CS an entirely 
different tmrle altogetlr:r. If tbe hon. gentle­
man gc,t a thorongb)y co •. _p,_ ttnt engineer, who 
kr.ew t~e scientific brn.nche.s of engineering as 
"··'ell as the 111echanic :11, he wuuld want ~~ 
boilermaker to go inside the boiler and see 
how it "tood; then he "·unld tell them exctctiy 
tho strength of it. But he wDs no·~ going to go 
in•-ide it to scrape it and look at it. What was 
really wanted w:cJ a first-eh:•-·; mcch:·nical boiler­
maker, who was quite con1pE'~ent to test safety 
valves. It was not a big effort for :my ordinary 
man to t''St a safety v-alve, and see '·'-'hat strain a 
boi:er \Va~ fit to stand. Theref0re he sub1nitted 
that w!ut wa- wanted was ;,11 eHicient boiler­
maker or person who heed sened his time to that 
trade. 

]'\1,., LESINA (C/ermont): Some time ago, 
while at Chart~r 3 'l'ower,,, he assisted to form an 
a·socbtion nllcrl the En;ine-drivers' Associa­
tion, which ne-w numbered frm · 130 to 13:3 
n1e1uber;,J and \\'as a Vl-ry prosp -,rou~ organisa­
tion. He h:;d bFm requested by that body, 
wben the E:-3timates came on, e'lrecially thi~ 
particularErm, to point one that what was nee· led 
in Queenc.land to-day w;'" a system of bcJiler 
inspectic•n, a~.1d t.ha ~ p;: rsorY;; in charge of b'Jilers 
should re• ISSess certificateo d competency. He 
noticed that tbi ·J vie'N was borne out by tile 
in·,pector, l\Ir. McL:w, who snid--

There can tJ no doubt tha,t lt1!lllY boilers in Quecns­
lantl arc ~mlJjected to severe and unequal stresses on 
account of the \' nt of knO'\ lcdg} of the p~r!::'ons in 
cll~Lrgc, and only tlJC larg0 factor of E=-afety provided by 
makers E-aYes us f1·om mauy disn.str-·ns accid.ont'·, our 
immunity from which has hitherto bv~~n very romark­
able. \Ye arc pi.)bably not:; eL rip"" for legislation of 
this description, hut it seem.:t a pc::.-;ihle development 
which should ~~o kept in v:ew. 
The inspect.Jl' agreed that there was neces~ity for 
inspection, and there was also a necessity that 
persons in <:'!a"g.e of boilers all OYer the c 1lony 
should posse--J c rlific:ttes of c mpetency. At 
the present time in the variou, centres, espe":i Jly 
the n1ining tielct~, unce~ tii1cated /.lGrsons \\'ere 
given charge of v.duabl·· machinery, which might 
Rt any time be thrown out of gear throufh their 
lacking Lnnwledge, po·,.:ibly with the re,ult of 
loss of life to an alarming extent. The Chief 
Insp ctor pointed ont that there were tfnee 
possible wlution': of this diiliculty. He said-

1st. rfh£ appointment of certain qnali11cJ gcntlf.':lUen 
in ~.tell di~trict, 'vho-c cel'tifi ates oulv wonld be 
accepted by the drpa.rtme.1t., and '\Vh:J would b,\ 
authm·i·-Cd to r11arge a ceri jn fee fi'~ed by regulation, 
accordiag to the --.lzc and naturv of the boiler. 

2nd. The appointment of nn ofi1c .·r of this cl:'partment 
to pH·form the inspections, and, if necE.··Jary, the 
amtndment of the vrcstmt Act in such a. way as to 
embody the provib.i.Ons of other approved r,aucl Boiler 
Jnsp.- ction Acts; or 

3rd. rrhe passing of an entirely new Act dealing with 
the suhject. 
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He would snggest an entirely new Act dealing 
specifically with the mbject, making all persons 
in charge of boilers throughout the colony show 
that they were competent to take charge of them, 
and obtain certificate~ of competency, and pro­
viding for the p:.£:ular in~nPct-.inn of t.h0~~ ly)He!'S. 
The in,pector pol.ntecl out that pocsibly a charge 
might he made for inspection, but that was a 
mere matter of detail, which probably there 
might not be very much d fference of opinion 
about. The suggestion of the inspector was a 
wise one, and the Government might take it up 
this session if it had time, or, if not, in the com­
ing session. In Victoria there W;18 an Act deal­
ing with this matter, an"! in various other parts 
of the world it was pa.rt and p ·.reel of the legis­
lation. Queensb.nd was ripe for similar legisla­
tion, and he would imr:ress on the Government 
the necessity of taking the matter into considera­
tion. 

Mr. McDONALD: He had asked the Home 
Secretary about an hour ago for some informa­
tion about Asi \tics, and the hon. gentleman had 
not replied. 'What he v:ant.,d to know wos what 
class of factories did Asiatics O" n or control, 
were there e.ny Europeans employed in those 
factories, or were they run purely by chows or 
other aliens? 

The HOME SECRE'rARY: He was prepared 
to give the hon. member such information as he 
had; but he should like to preface his remarks 
by referring to the strictur·'S that the hon. 
member had passed on the Chief Inspector. 
Apparently it w :s his desire to exercise a sort of 
cenwrship on the free speech of the inspector. 
He (~1r. Foxton) was quite prepared to uphold 
the inspector in what he said so long ns he said 
it fearlessly. But the hon. memb&r, because it 
did not suit his particular view--

Mr. LESINA : It suit3 yours. 
The HOME SECHETARY: It was the truth 

ns far as he knew, and, therefore, it ought to suit 
everybody. He wa~ sure the inspector was much 
better informed than the hnn. member for Cler­
mont or the hon. member for Flinders. 

Mr. LESI;:;[A: He is not. He expresses an 
opinion. 

'.rheHO::'viE SECRETARY: He had c:11led at­
tention to what a.pp>-:trecl to he, on the face of the 
figures he gave, perfectly p~ tent-nu,mBly, that a 
grnt deal more w s made out of the cry about 
Chinese and otlLr ~liens fngaged in ~h~ furuitnre 
busimss and o:,her industries than the facts 
warranted. The inspector pointed out that in 
six of the l·crgec;t centres in Queensland there 
was the tremendous numher of seventeen estab­
lishments where those industries were r::trried on, 
and that they employed altogether forty-nine 
Asiatic aliens. 

Mr. LESINA: You are wrong; there are thirty­
eight in Brisbane, and thirty-eight in Townsville. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Then he was 
sure the Chief Inopector would be very much 
obliged to the hon. member ii he would inform 
him where they were. The number of fac­
torie' in the occupation of Asiatic' in the 
metropolitan area w"s fonrLeen, and at Ips­
wich, Rockhampkn, and TownRville one each, 
and the numbEr of Asi.1 t,ics they employed 
was forty-nine. It was very much to Le depre­
cated that hon. members should make an attack 
on an officer who w,·l doing hiJ duty in calling 
attention to facts. If hon. members were pre­
parerl to say thC>t the data on which his remarks 
wera hased were not correct, he would be ready 
to listen to them, and so, he was sure, would the 
Chief Inspec\,r. But the inspector, with the 
information he had, was much more likely to be 
right than the hon. member for Clermont in his 
haphazard guess in the matter. \Vhat he (Mr. 

Foxton) was speaking of was factories, and not 
shops, and the Chief Inspector also drew that 
distinction. 

Mr.lllcDONALD: No one disputed the facts 
given by the Chief Inspector. 

The H0~1E s~cr.:CT~'..nY : Oh, yes, the hon. 
member for Clermont does. 

Mr. McDONALD: \Vhat he objected to was 
the Chief Inspector making light of the large 
number of Asiatics who were carrying on those 
industries. He made so light of it that he did 
not think it worth his while to refer to the matter 
in his last report, and this year he said there was 
no occasion for alarm at all in connection with 
the number of Asiatics employed in the indus­
tries under discussion. As a matter of fact, the 
inspector mentioned only four, and noG six, 
places where those Asiatic factories existed. At 
Charter', Towers, Maryborough, and a number 
of other large towns throughout the colony, the 
Chinese were making a big bid to get hold of the 
furniture trade. In pretty well all the towns d 
any importance in the colony, Chinese were 
carrying on the cabinet-making industry, and 
doin~ hundreds of men in that particular line out 
of work. 

The HOMR SECRETARY: That is clearly wrong. 
Mr. McDONALD: It was not wrong. The 

Chief Inspector mentioned only four places. 
The HOME SEcRE'rARY : There are no factories 

in the other places, apparently. 
Mr. McDONALD: Then the inspector did 

not know anything at all about the matter. Did 
the hon. gentleman mean to tell him that there 
were not a large number of Chinese cabinet· 
makers at Charters 'l'owers? 

'rhe HoME SEcRETAHY : That is not under the 
Factories Act. 

Mr. 1\:IcDONALD: He was not referring to 
that. 

The HoME SECHETARY : That is what I 
referred to, when I saicl six towm under the Act. 

Mr. McDONALD: He knew that every town 
of any importance in the ce>lony had its Chinese 
cabinet-makers, and he believed that in many 
cases where they did not sell their furniture in 
the ordinary way, they sent it to the auction 
m.trt, where it was purchased by the white dealt·r, 
who retailed it to others. There were forty shups 
in occupation by Chinese in Brisbane, as shov;n 
by the inspectnr, and there might be one or two 
men employed in many of those shop in the p:u· 
ticular industry of cabinet-making. He was 
still of opinion th·,,t the in;;pector had gone out 
of his way in making the re;ilarks he had in his 
report, and hoped the thing would not occur 
again. 

The HoME SECRETARY : I hope it will. 
:Mr. 1\fcDONALD: He could quite under­

stand that with the hon. gentleman's love and 
affection for the chow and other Asiatics he 
would be very pleased if the inspector referred 
to them in that way in his report; but the 
inspector himself, in saying that the competition 
of the Chinese in this particular trade was not 
so great here ·as to ocv.1sion any anxiety at the 
pre·ent moment, showed that there was a doubt 
iu his mind as to whether there would not be 
eau e for anxiety very soon if the Asiatic was 
not' a'ched very closely. He (Mr. McDonald) 
was ]Jrepared to stop the competition in its 
infancy by compelling the Asiatic to put a brand 
on his furnitnre. 

The HOME SECRETARY: There was a 
certain class of politicians and a certain class of 
agitators who were always only tno ready to 
impute to hon. members on that side that. they 
had a love for the Chineae, and for Asiatic 
aliens genenlly, and the hon. member was no 
exception in that respect. The hon. member had 
charged him with having a love for the Chinesp, 
but he defied him to point to any action or 
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speech of his in the whole course of hia life which 
would justify him in making such a statement. 
The hon. member also soid that there were 
horde; of Chinese in the colony who wore 
engaged in cabinet-making ancJ other industries, 
to the detriment of hundreds of Enropeans. 
If hundreds of Europeans were to be put out of 

employment by the work of fifty 
[3 p. m.] As.i:>tics in the six towns which were 

. under the Factories and Shops Aet 
1t was a very poor lookout for the Canc1sittn. 
The fact was the hon. member did not like 
the observ11tions of the Chief Inspector in 
cttlling attention to the small numL •r of those 
pt?rsons actually enga•cd in thos-: induq.tries, 
becaus'e it cut t.he ground from under the feet of 
the hou. m··mber and those like him who were 
constantly proclaiming to the world that (..lue0ns­
land wa4 nothing bettet than "l\'Iongrelia "as it 
was called. Taking six towns of the 'colony 
in which the Act was in operation two had no 
such factories, t1e metropolitan arp' l1arl fourteen 
and Ipswich, Rockhampton, and To~<n .. vill~ 
h".d on'c each. He co,)d quite understand that 
the hon. member did not like t:K.•'·e fiaures to 
come out in an offici"J report like that, "because 
thev were snch an answer to t':e loud-voic<'d 
declaration of hnn. members like the hon. mem­
ber for Flinders. who were nsver tired of 
hnpnting a desire to their op:;Jonents to ',~·e 
Chinese in the c·1lony-an imputation ''.hich for 
himself and the other m, m her•. of the Cabinet he 
hurled b ,ck at the h•1a. member. 

Mr. McDO:'\ALD: The hon. m·mber had 
landed himself in about the same p<lsilion. He 
did not question the fignres, but if the inspector 
sbted ~hat ther wer0 only three aliens in 
Townsv1lle engaged in the manufacture of 
furnitnrP, he or those nnder birn 1n!1de n, Inist:J-:e. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: I wou~d rather take 
their word for it th cm Jour· . 

J\Ir. McDONALD supposed the hon. g-entle­
man would take the chow's word as he b·td so 
much affection for him, but he h ,d seen them 
working; an0 anyon·:: going along Flinders stre·-..t 
in 'Cownsville n1u~~~ hn.ve his eyea clc·'3"d j£ he 
conld not see lDOre than three or a dozen chows 
making furnitnre th:·re. HA beld to hi.~ sl-.·-tte­
tnent that a brge numbu~ of white P'Jrsons 
were thrown nut of employment tLrough the 
nnmbe~ of .Olnne'e e·.·gage.i in the making 
nf furmture m t 1.e. c. ,Jony. If the hon. gentle­
Jn;n wonld keep hB ternp-::or he wnn1d understand 
better what wc.s s'.ate l. Charters To;vers did 
not c:Hne nnd~r the rE.pnrt at al1, nnd :\nvonJ 
vieiting the Cbinec•e qmrters there wouL( find 
more than three or a doz·"' of them e·'g~ged in the 
trade there. The inspector had gone out of his 
~vay to s.i1Y tin~ th: number of Chine''~ engaged 
m "uch m<lu8trles m the c•Jlony g'. ve no cttuse for 
alarm, but if th·re '.-ore only :llose fift< stated 
to be emplo ;'ed in kur places ref?rrcd t"o in the 
report, there wa' still cause for alann. He ho'Jed 
the Home Sccrc\:o.ry, in .'pite of hi' affecti .n.'for 
tha'- cl:: ss of l:1lxnu, would £lee the eTror of his 
way"11 and would bring in some Bill to CC<l-lpel those 
people to stamp all g"ods mannfactnrc ~ bv them. 

lYir. LESIN"\: He mn<t .-dso en;cr his.p·otest 
a;;ainst the Chief InspPctor of Fact· ries exprec,'­
ing his o:.vn politic_;l views. 

Th;o HmJE SECRE1'ARY: They are not political. 
Thh. !"1<~1::\INA: They wore. The In pector of 

Factoms was not paid to exprc- ., his opinions 
D,bout the black lab·mr question, but to nmpile 
a l'')mp1ele ar~r1 r,r-0llrat:..: repJrt consisting of 
fac:s ttn•l s' ltistics n .. eful to m embers of that 
Com.nitt,;e in f .. e~ning an opini:Jn about factory 
legislation. The ine ;-ector had gone out of h1s 
way to express a:. opinion that certain persons 
wished to get cheap applause ~,nd populadty by 
referring in infhted language to that form of 
competition. 

1399-3y* 

The HOME RECRETARY: Perfectly true. 
Mr. LE SIN A : If the hon. gentleman were 

on that side, he would take the same exception 
to that statBmeut, if he had as a plank in his 
platform-" Queensland for the white man." 
He did not think it necePsary that the inspector 
should·havc expressed any such opinion as that 
at all in drawing up his report. They knew that 
t.he oolr:u.red a~ien _?<Hnpetition was a danger-the 
cowpet1t10n or alien cabm8t-makers who had 
constructe l the Dickson Cabinet-ttnd Civil ser­
vants should not go out of their way to say that 
those who p<linted to the danger did so in inflated 
language to get t"mpomry applause. According 
to the Inspector's own stat<'ment, there were only 
four to' ens in Queensland about which he hac! 
any information l nring on the subject. 

The HmrE SEOilE'l'ARY : Six ; and he is con­
fined to certain are ts in which the Act is in 
f0roe. 

J\Ir. LESINA: 'rh ere were hundreds of towns 
in Que<'ns!and in which thtJ competition was 
go~n/3' on, and the inspector could not express an 
opmwn upon somethmg he had no information 
upnn. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He has not done so. 
:Mr. LESINA: Yes, v:ith a wave of his httnd 

he statEd that the competition was not dangerous. 
They knew there ,,,·ere thousands of Chinese 
en,;tt:ycd in manufacturing furniture and all sorts 
of g•Jods for public consumption, and there was 
no reason to think their assumption was not 
based upon facts when they assumed that in the 
course of time the furniture industry would drift 
into the hands of the Chinese, and the white 
psople now engaged in it would have to go in 
for some other industry or else work for the 
wag-e.; the ChinePe were willing to work for. 
'rh" hon. member mid that was of no account, 
hut it vi~ally affecto.J a very large section of the 
commumty. In course of time, Queensland 
furniture •.·.:ould drift into the hands of these 
colourerl [!liens and onr whit~ cabinet-makers 
their wives and families would have to find som~ 
other meanc· of living, or accept the wages thes8 
Chinese wm·e willing to offer them. 'l'he matter 
should be impressed on the attention of the 
public and of the Minister, and he would like to 
806 a more extended app1icJction of the Act so 
th.at all this alie•J work could he done away 
WI~h. It \V,S well known that J apccnese boat­
bmlders had a monopoly of the boatbuilding at 
Thurschy Island, and that they were empl<>ying 
numbers of hand8. Coloured aliens were ahn 
employed at Cairns, rdackay, Charters Towers, 
and they all c>me there to make money, and 
then clear out of the country with it. They 
came into direct competition with our white 
brethren, and if the Government did not think 
it their business to deal with the matter it 
w,,, the busil"£·;s of the Orposition to see that 
the white people g0t a decent show against 
t! .. ·,e coloured aiiens who had been brought 
wholes~le into the country with the distinct 
s'nction of the Gov!'rnment. The report of the 
9hief Inspeetrn· was admittedly incomplete, yet 
1t r hrnve-! that there were fourteen factories in 
Bris'.unc. carried on by Asiatic oliens, employing 
twenty-six IL'ri;ons, of whom eleven wetcl white 
wumen-eleyen of the womanhood of Queensland 
\vorking for these coloured A.sbtic ali:-.ns, who 
ap;.eared tD appunl so strongly to the sympathy 
and instincts of hon. members opposite. He 
wou:d like to know if the Home Secretary <•r the 
Pren1ier wc~t.llike .> huv(~ hi> 3isters or daugh­
ters working for a Chinmnan or any other 
Asi tic alie.J. No, i\ was someone else's sisters 
or daughters who had to work for them. 

Tho CHAIJtl\IAN: I think the hon. member 
is rather digre~~ing from the vote now under con· 
sideration. 
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Mr. LESINA said the report showed that 
there were eleven white women working for 
Asiatic aiiens in Brisbane, bnt hon. members 
opposite evidently did not feel the pinch of the 
shoe. 'rhey remained silent.. He ;,aid that it 
was only a fair thing that this grievous sin 
should be impressed on th<· attention of the 
public. Hon. members on the other side might 
laugh and sneer and might think it was a matter 
for them to turn their heads and chuckle over 
but it was no laughing matter, and that policy 
was played out. 'l'hie matter ought t·, be settled, 
as it was a most serious problem. It should be 
made known to the people of Qt~eensland and of 
Australia that white women--the white humanity 
of Queens!and-men, women, and children­
had to work for these Aoiatic aliens. Thertl 
was another thing·, which, as the inspector 
had not recommended, he wou' . d<l so: that 
the work turned out by Chinamen slnuld be 
broadly marked, so that persons who wished 
to buy furniture could see the mark, showing 
that the furniture was built by Chinese. This 
plan has been adopted in one or two of the other 
colonies; and he asked, why should it not be 
adopted here? J!'rom the report he four,d that 
there were six white women employed by aliens 
at Ipswich, and three at Rockhampton. These 
facts could be looked at from many points of 
view; and no matter what line of politics a man 
held, he must admit that this wa; a very 
dangerous state of things--that the white vcomen 
of the colony were obliged to work for coloured 
aliens. ~\nd why was it? he asked. It wae as 
the inspector pointed out, that women ~ere 
w~rking in their own homes, and w, re making 
shirts for ls. Sd. and ls. DJ. per du7 Jn, and yet 
a chow was p:.id 6Ll. for ;r:<.,hing a shirt. 'Where 
was the patriotism of hon. membet _ on the other 
side? It was a remarkable fact that white 
women were compelled to go into some Chine m 
factory in order to earn a little more than they 
could by making shirts fur white Christi.tn 
philanthropic gentlemen. The report further 
said that "ono firm pays !Js. Gd. per dozen 
for making mole trousere; ano~her pays s~. Gd. 
per dozen"-

For making ,tweed and serge tron~.)u one firm paYs 
lls. Gd., lOs. L-1., and S.;;:, per dozen, acc>ort'l.ilw to the 
quality antl sb~L of the work; anothm· 9s. Gd., t:>Ds., and 
Bs. 11er dozen, "\Yhilc the middleman referred to in the 
beginning of tbis section pay~ from Ss. G L do,vu to 5s. 
6d., 5s. 3d., and 5s. per dozen. 

These were the prices offered to wLite wnmf·n 
by this God·fearing Goverr;men'G under the 
operation of their Act. And y. t the· voted 
huge sums to bring ueople from the old country, 
where they had not to work for such price·l. 
He entered his prDtest against all that kind of 
thing. The "Song· of the Shil't" should be 
sung in that House to-night; it was just as 
applicable now as when it was written by 'rom 
Hood for London Punch. Then the report of 
the inspector also said-

A large number of children from twelyc to !omtecn 
ye~cr::; of age are employed in the smaller shops, where, 
although the :vork 1s generally of a li~ht de,~cription, 
the hours are 111 many ( .ses exces ·~ivc. 

It was outrageou'. Hundreds cf poor women 
were compelled to mc•ke shirts at 1 s. SJ. and 
ls. 9d. a dozen, and if thEY wished to make a 
little more they worked for Chinese. These 
facts should be impre• ed on bon. members and 
on the public. The inspector k ' expreosed his 
opinion on matters in a way that Le should 1 ,,t 
have done. There was one otLer part of the 
report which he wished to refer to. The 
inspector said-

The experience of the past two years has shown the 
literal enforcement of this clause to be extremely harsh 
in some instancesJ so much so that I have been c,,;n-

strained. to recommend several extreme cases of poverty 
as fit case~ in which to relax the provisions of tbe 
section. 
That fact should also be impressed on the public 
af the colony. Children underfourteen-nnder the 
s-:hool age·-were obliged to go to work, because 
of the voverty of their r:arent··. Tlwre were 
men and women in Brisbane who were compelled 
to s ·nd their children to work iu factories and 
'hop- in order to assist them and tbtir families 
in getting bree\d and lmtter. It showed that 
there were many families in Brisbane so Lard­
up that the inspector had to C( nnive at r,n 
evasion of some of the claus~s of the Act, 
bee 1m"'• if he Lii.i not, those fltmilies would be 
bronght face to Lwe with W8.nt and absolnte 
poverty. That ~,~·t~s a serious circumBtance in 
a young country like this, which had its 
lying touts abroad . Jwwing what happy homes 
Qneensland offered for willin,; workers. Those 
wore facts which should be known not only 
to the people of Queensl:md, but they should 
be circulated in the southern colonies and in 
the old Jar J where the aforesaid lying immi­
gration touts ,_,·ere trying to induce people 
to leave their home· and risk the chances of 
getting employi!lCHt here. With rcg,Ird to the 
applic.:tion of th' provisions of the Act to shear­
ing sh.._d,·

1 
I·e n1jght Inention that he got a 

petition sJmc time ago from a p:1storal dictrict, 
sigm·d by Lundred., of t'hearer.<, shed-hande, 
H;d perma· ent station-hc:;ds, pointing out the 
Wl'ctcherl insanic ry c<.nditio:~s under which they 
were cum:>e!Ld t~ work in buildin,; up an industry 
which provided 5G per cent. of the colony's 
expc•rtf·. In Ne.· Zc:1lnnd they had a very 
stringent Act. All the old sheds were pulled 
down, and r..lthnngh the employers were not 
compelled to build palatial mansions f"r the 
shearer.,., they were compelled to put up gc,od 
lmildingJ \\ ith a prO]· r system d drainn;;;e, and 
proper sanitary a.nd oth r snrronndiJ,gs about the 
r~1eds. That 1s an amendment of the Act 
which they mi;;ht very well adopt here. If it 
was not done it would show that the Government 
haJ no d:sire to ameliorate the ban conditions 
under which those engaged in the pastoral 
industry, e-r.~cially in the far-away districts, 
had to carry out their n·ork. 

Mt·. GIVEI:\S cc,U he was surprised that the 
Home Secretary had not giwn some explanation 
of the chrrrge 1-'rought ngRinst the InsrCJctor of 
J:fac~orie3 uf having coilverted n. d" partmental 
repurt into a pliticai cJocm"ent. That officer 
\vas paid hy the 1 3ople of c.Jueensland to adminis­
t:r an Act which took no cognisance of political 
opinions, yet in the portion of the report dealing 
wLh the Asiatic question the in~r ector indulged 
in a cheap sneer at thc--.e who objected to the 
prc,· nee of such a large number of Asiatics in 
their mid,t. It was not the duty of a pnblic 
officer to indul[~e in cheap SJ>eers against any 
section of the community. H was his duty to 
look after his business, :tnd on theface of the report 
he had not looked dter his busiuess. The Chief 
Inspector said-

The number of factories in occupation by A_sirttk:; 
was not tnken cognisan1 e of in tLe report of the year 
u~c7. 

y,'hy wr,s it ne"? If it v. as his duty to take 
cognisance of i hem, and he hr,J not done so, the 
report was a lying report, and not worth the 
paper it '"~. ~\vritb:n on. Then the inspector 
\vent on to rqy there had not baen, "to his 
knowledge," any rn,:rkedincrease in the?.e during 
the P" .t year. i7hat W<'t. they paying the 
inbpec·.or for if he did eo' kr-:nv, by abF;_;lute 
cerL~lnty, what increa·Je or decr€asc there 
had been? Could it bA called a truthful report? 
In his opinion the inspec~or had J~een gui;ty of 
a gross dereliction of duty. They were not 
paying .him to go in for guesswork, but for the 
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collection of absolutely correct statistws. 'l'hey 
found that in the districts of Brisbrme, Ipswich, 
Rockhampton, :1nd Townsville there were seven­
teen frlctories conducted by Asiatics, according 
to the report ; but it was the inspector's duty to 
inform them whether the number was lessor greater 
then it w :u the year before. And, as pointed 
out by the hon. member for Clermont, there 
were no less than twenty Enropean females 
working in Chinc~e fac! ories. That was a very 
serious and damaging statement to be made-that 
young women of their own race, country, and 
creed should be subjected to the deJrading in­
fluence which, b'yond all doubt, was exercised 
over them by the Chinese v ho <'tnployed thElm. 
He happened to represent an electorate in which 
there were a large number of Chinese, and he 
ha'! nec:er yet known a woman who had any 
contact with Chines,e who did not become a 
most degrade:l and demoralised character. The 
report only todt cugnisance of tho'e four dis­
tricts. They did not know the number of Asiatic 
factorie,< in snch to·vns as 1\fackay, Chnrters 
Towers, Cairns, Cook town, and other pbces; but 
it was well known that the evil was greater in 
the Northern towns than in the So nth. Yet 
the inspector tried to minimise the evil, and 
blinding the people to the t'bnger that existed 
from that source was a serious offence on his 
part. The danger existed, notwithstanding that 
it did not come within his C'gnisance. In his 
own electorate the crowded and filthy Chinese 
slums were"- constant tn' nace to the welfare of 
the town ; and with regard to the number of 
Chinese hctories they W&nted a report that was 
worthy of crndencP, not guesswork, but accurate 
statistics that would give hon. members a solid 
basis to found the;r arguments upon. He objected 

to that light and airy manner of 
[8"30 p.m.] tren'hg such an important question, 

and he n.oet decide'ily objected to 
any gentkamn cc ;upying > neh a position cJ,sting 
chea;1 sneers in his reports f gainst a large and iln­
portant and patriotic c<ection of the community. 

The HOME Sl<JCRETARY could not allow 
the ;·pecch c:f the hem. nLmbc·r to go without 
pr ,test against the pereon:tl attack he had made 
cm an officer doing a publiu duty. It was B, most 
nnmanly thing to do. 

Mr. GrvJ.·Ns: Are we to let it go without 
criticism? 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY : No, but the 
hon. member bad indulged in referenced to that 
particular officer and his relatives "\vhich v; ;.:re 
unworthy of any member of the House. 

Mr. GrvENS : I did not indulge in rderences 
to his relatives. 

The HO::YIE SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber did. He allowed his tongue to run a.wav 
wit.h him. He had indul:;ed in'a cort of criticis~ 
which onght to be deprecated by every member. 
The hon. ,,,,ember had wasted a great deal of 
breath over a very little matter. He blamed that 
officer for not h>wing giver1 in regard to the pre­
vious yeJ.r the information he hac! given regar.:. 
ing b;t year. The hon. member evidently spoke 
in a( ·;olute ignorance of the fact that 1897 was 
the fir,t ye .r durin:; whieh the Ac" was in opera­
tion, oth -,rwise he won le! not talk ab0nt pasty ars 
in the plural. As a matter of fact, it took some 
time to organise snch a department, and during 
1897 there v:as so mnch else to do with regard to 
ordinary European f ;ctories that it wu.J S(;.:trcely 
p s'ible to obLin full data with regard to the 
smo-,ll number of factories run hy A8htic,,, 
Surely tLe hon. member would see that in his 
heat 11e had been very unjust to the inspector ! 
As for the expression of opinion given by the 
officer being twiste.d into a political deliverance, 
he denied it ab,olutely. He might, with as 
much justific:~tion, take the whole of that to him· 

self as criticism, as well as hon. members opposite 
might. Did the hon. members for Cairns and 
Clerrnont suppose that they were the only 
members holding strong opinions with regard to 
Asiatic aliens? 

Mr. LESINA: This party does-distinctively so. 
The HOME SECRETARY: He was talking 

of tho•-e v, ho talked most loudly on the subject. 
He would say that it was somewhat of a pleas· 
ing shock to him to find that there were so few 
Asiatic aliens engaged in factories. If he had 
been asked he would have said that in the six 
towns mentioned there were between 200 or 
300 of them employed in factories, and in that 
resl'ect the remarks of the inspector were just as 
much a reflection on himself and the erroneous 
ideas he held as they could be on hon. members 
opposite. But he did not fly into a passion 
about it. 

Mr. ANNEAR: You restricted the Chinese, at 
all events. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Well, he assisted 
to do so. He did not yield one iota to hon. 
members opposite in his dislike of the presence 
of Chine~e, and he might just as well take that 
sbtement of the inspector to himself ; but what 
touched hon. m em hers was that they endeavoured 
to show constantly that members on his side 
favoured the prel'ence of Chine,e; that the fact 
of their being on that side was one way of 
accounting for the presence of Chinese in the 
colony, and they did not like it to be shown that 
the evil was less grave than they thought. 
There was not a word in the report about there 
being no clanger from the presence of Asiatic 
aliem, bnt it simply pointed out that the figures 
indirc,ted that the evil was less than most people 
anticipated. 

Mr. McDONNELL : It is bad enough. 
The HOME SECRETARY: He agreed with 

the hon. member, bat he did not raise a political 
cry about it. It was because hon. members 
opposite found that the fe.cts and figures did not 
support their contentions thut they were a little 
bit hurt about it. 

Mr. STE\Y ART (Rockharnpton North) : It 
appeared to him that the discussion was resolv· 
ing it>elf into a duel betweea the hon. gentleman 
in charge of tlw IDstimate and one or two mem· 
hers on that side. 

Mr. ANNEAR: Their employment is gone. 
Mr. STE\V ART: He wanted to say some­

thing on th · qtwstion, and with regard to the 
Inspector of J!'actories he would say that he was 
afraid he was going to find himself in trouble 
with both sides of the House if he did not take 
care. If the inspector t•Jok his cue from the 
debate that evening, the next report with which 
they would be furnished would be an entirely 
colourle>s document. It would not be of a bit 
of valuA. There would be no opinions or sugges­
tions or hints gathered from his experience in it. 
Though he might not agree with the sentiments 
expn ssed by the inspector with regard to aliens, 
yet he thought a gentleman in his position ought 
to b; allowed a little latitude, and when he turned 
over the pages of the report he found that he 
expre:•'ed himself very freely in other directions. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : All honour to him. 
1\Ir. STE\Y ART: All honour to him cer­

tainly. So far as he was concerned he did not 
want to muzzle any public official. He was 
quite prepared to take his utterances and strike 
an averace. In fairnesco to the official he would 
quote Oll'' or two of his uttennce3, If hon. 
members would look at page 8 of the report 
they would find nine recon·,mendations. One 
was that overtime be paid for at the rate of 
time and a-halL What earthly business had the 
factory inspector to try and fix the rate of over­
time? Might not hon. gentlemen opposite just 
as reasonably grumble at that as hon. members 



1108 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

on his side grumble at the light way in which he 
spoke of the Aei>ttic aliens. Then he recom­
mended that., if overtime was worked after 
6 p.m., 6d. tea money be allowed. ·what busi­
ness was it of his whether the employer dlowed 
tea money or not? He also recommended 
" That, except upon the permission of the 
Minister in writing, no ovclrtime should be 
worked by employees after 2 p.m. on Saturday," 
and "that no person employed m a factory be 
allowed to t'tke w.:rk home except up.Jn written 
permission of the Minist<r, 'fbat employees 
be allowed full pay for the following holid· ys :­
Good Friday, Easter Monday, Queen's Birthday, 
Christmas and New Year's day." 

Mr. LESINA: He points out that they sublet 
the work when they take it home. 

Mr. STEWAR'l': Wh::t he wa;Jted to roint 
out was that if they muzzled t: e inciJcctor, 
prob~bly next year the report would be entirely 
colourless, and therefore valueless. Perhaps 
that official w"s indiscreet in the allusion he 
made to aliens, but taking the re port from 
beginning to end it was a most valuable docu­
ment, and they oughG to think twice before th&y 
passed adverse judgment on an official who 
spoke his mind fearles>ly and straight. He 
agreed in a great measure with a gTt<tt many 
of the remarks mnde by the hon. mcmbe1· for 
Fortitude Valley, Mr. 1\IcDonnell, on the manner 
in which the Act was administere 1, bnt instead 
of the inspector g,,tting 30 n1nrh. criticisrn he 
ought to get more a;eis~ancefrom the Government. 
The Act was by no means perfect, and the hon. 
gentleman might a,J v. ell ha•, e br .. ught in an 
amending Bill dnring the preselit Se sinn. They 
had dealt with Bills of much les> importance this 
session, and this was a, measure that affectcl the 
health and well-being of the yonug p< .1ple and old 
people of the colony, and there was nothing thd 
was of so T'lUch imrortance to a comunmit.Y as 
the physic· ,1 and conce(jnently th mcntl.\l con­
dition of its popubtion, and whatever could be 
done to improve th ir phyc.ical and ment.t! con· 
clition ought to ta!.e precedenc'' of teYerythiLg 
else. vVith ngcml to the Rockl,ampton re.port 
he found that it w .. s to the effcc:. tlut tJ,e s:wi­
tary conditions th,-rc were diegu .. ueful, and he 
regretted to becompel!ed to ad mic thattho.t ::tco the 
honest downright. truth. TlL h:.t tiL 1 he wrr up 
there he went into a shop in one oft' e principll 
streets, and was taken to the back where thre 
was a water-tank from which a numll'. t' of p2 [llo 
took their drinkin::: watu. That tank was 
situated in the middle of a numLcr of cl03els, 
and there was n 't earth ll' eel in a sil'i e one of 
them. That was a condition of affairs which 
was simply barbm·ou", and he did not think th<-y 
would find such a fil:hy state of affair··> even in the 
much-maligned Transvaal. He regretted that 
the inspector did not seem to have any power to 
remedy it, but he trusted that the fcmending 
Bill would g·ive the po ·er. He found th.tt in 
llockbampton, as v, ell n~ in Tiri:::bnne, th·:~ 
inspector had a great deal of trouble in r£"-rd 
to filling up and '·" nding in the rcturr:s ; and he 
thought it would be a good t.hinf! to nwke :•n 
example of one or t<..vo of th·~ L~:·erH1or·,-haul 
them up before the court: and h VL' the'' fined 
if they did not choo· 3 to cum ply with the J..t, , 
Why should the administration of this J>'rtic•:lar 
Act be so lax? Th·: hon. nernlxr fnr Fortitude 
Valley also referred to the fact thv.t in his two 
reports Mr. IIan1mond, tht~ inspec:or at Hock­
hampton, recomme1Hlecl that th~ L_.ke's Ore 1< 
works should be brought under the operation of 
the Act. He rec<'mmendecl th,,t a.] ·o, He repre­
sented that district, "nd he could assure the 
Committee that what the inspector said was 
absolutely true. A considerable num! m· of the 
boys working there were under age. \Vhenever 
they could not get work in Rockhampton, they 

went to Lake's Creek, and were put on at once, 
and he \,:as sorry to ~:..t"v the parents were cornw 
pellecl by the low v. age$' they earned to permit 
their chilclren to go to the works to earn wme­
thing-, \Yith re::;-arcl to accidents, Mr. Hammond 
said-

Tile number of accidents in factories reported up to 
3l .. t DE '•<Jmber was :~oven. 

These a~:~-,:-~ents, witll the exception of one] \Vere of a 
trivial nature, and all owing to pure accident-carclrssw 
ne· . .:;; on the part of the employees. 
lie di 1 not tell v;rhn.t any of the accidents were, 
and he t~;ought it wae clcoit·able for t 11e Com­
mittee to know whether the inspector had 
inv,stig.oted all the C''oes, Lec'lll'e his statement 
\Yas a decicl d reflection on the employee . 
Th•~re w-:.s jns~ on_: o~l!8r 1natter, and that was 
the period covered by the report. He did not 
see,, hy it conld not be. brought down at least to 
the end of the financial year-the 30th J nne. 

The Hm!E SEcmcTARY : That is noG done in 
the ca..,e of t\ty re1 ·n·t. 

1\fr, GIVENS: It w.;g pleasing to find that 
the InRpecbr of :Factories had such champions l.\S 
the H .me B20:etary and the hon. member for 
Rockhampton North, bu:. while they were cham­
pioning t:n.c official h tbsught they ~:wnld not 
in(_1n!ge in n1i"ii'(-IH'EJr-ntation ~. The hon. n1eml1Pr 
for Rockh~mpton Northeaid that members on this 
side o Jjt'cte ~ to the in pector eo.prec<sing an 
opiaion or nw\.:i1.;_; a rccomrnendation. They did 
nut do o.nythillg of the kind. He lw)Jed t.h., 
in ;per tor \vould a 1.\vays nmke recornn1endations 
a'3Inight 8'.: :n1 fit and propt.:r i.! view of the facts 
of which he wa" c 'gni'~nt. 

The Hoi\JE SRJHETARY : As long as they 
C·"•iPcide wit.h yonre. 

Mr. GIVJ~-:'ifS: Ho also g·ave him tha fullest 
liiJLrty t~J txt~re_.-~ opi:1ione, but he wished to de~ 
priv .. him of the right to indn'gc in chel.\p sneers 
agah13t any scctiu~l of tJ,,_ comtnuni"y, or i.~ .. .;ain:-:-:t 
any politi( ·~l p .rty. 

The I-Io:JJE SECHET~\.RY: You v: i1,nt to muzzle 
him. 

2\Ir, GtYE:'\S had no wi>'~' t .. > muzzle him. 
He Wdnld read the pa,,·agraph in full to show 
\vh:-- ~he t:Y)k ex,-.eption to-

r 1Jc1: we a. g ·, 1 r'" tl of miseonc2ption e....:ists as to the 
numbt~1· of Adati'', ( ng: ·;'eel in tratlo here by confour l­
ing shop \Vith fa tory '- :;cupi·-rs. 
Th tt was a l'" fC'~tly pei'mi' sible thing fr,r the 
iusp<:.•cLT to poin~ cut, and to 1na.ke reconunenda~ 
tions a1)un~, but he y.~u:tt on to indulge in a cheap 
sneer-

Jloreoycr, it is a elHnp and always sure way to CQ.tch 
applnuso and l')!JUl:Tr.i.ty by r .. fnTing jn inflatc·1 
la.ngu ge to this f'ot.n of COlnpetition. 

The Hmm SECI\ETARY: Perfe.Lly correct. 
Mr. GIVENS: It mig:,t ba perfectly c rrect, 

but th-~ in . .:p ctor \Vas not paid for cri ici~ing 
po~iticians. 

11he B::ol\IE SECRETARY : He is not nece8t>~trily 
talking about pvlit,ic!am, 

J\Ir, G IVENS : It '' <1~ not pP,rt of his duty to 
Si.1eer :-ny RecL-kn ~ f the cotumnnity, if it was 
ab·o:utt 1

":' true, which he denied, becanse it WJ.S 
no~, :~lv.ays the LL ;::d:; p1€.t;ant. thing in the world 
to differ wi'·.h others. It war; a, grw 1 piece of 
mif:·epte ,.:ntatio 1 for tLe Home Secretary to ~,&y 
that he h .d :.\buT_ cl the incvd,n· rnd his family. 
He er ~dited tLc in::;pector with being possessed 
of sufficient fro ling not to like to eee his children 
or his funal reJ:J/ivt.~J employed in Chinese facw 
t .. rics The r<";Jort di :closed 'he het that the 
femak relatives of some peop:e were employed 
in tho:::~~ fact-.nries ; and the poorest 1nan in the 
country v. as deserving' of the L._ 1ne consideration 
bdDg paid to his feeliugJ and those of his female 
relatives as the hi::;hest citizen in th0land. The 
hem. gcntl·man pointed out thl.\t the factory 
inspector could not give them a comparison 



Supply. [21 NovEMBER,] 1lo9 

between the figures in connection with hctorie.s 
owned by Asiatics for the ycarg 1897 and 1898, 
becau.se the "Y' tern W>ts only immgurated inl8H7; 
and the inspector h<:td no perfec' knowlcclge of 
ho": many people were e:rg >ged in those factories 
durmg 1R97. 

l'vir. li.IoDo;-;NELL: He was not c 1rrect there, 
though. 

Mr. G IVENS : The fact was that in the 
report for la,t ye'1r the factory inspector was r.ble 
t0 give tbern a Ct)mpr.rative statetnent of the 
nurnbm.· of ernployces in J1Juro;Jean frwtoriE:"l fnr 
the years 1897 end 1898, and h·• should therefore 
lu.ve been able to rnake a similar con1varison 
with regard to the Asiatic factories. 1t v .ts 
gross misrepres, ntation forth~ llnme Secretary 
to say that that could not be dm,e, b'c a;,se if it 
could be done in the , ,;e ~ it coul:! b·J done in 
theother. Amistakemight fmt;i'.·en, butwh n 
it was attempt.Pd to glus:; ov8r a lni·,take by 
Inisn~prese·Jtatiun it was unpardon. ble. 

The HmrE SIWRE~'AHY: Then, if that io 
parliamentary, you are misrepresenting me 
absolutely. 

Mr. GIVENS defied the hem. gentleman to 
show where he had misreprc<ented him. It 
would be a wise thing if they adopted the sy,tem 
followed iu the British Isl-Js and Victoria, and 
inoisted on all articles mannfactnn<l by Asiatics 
bearing a brand to that effect. 'rhosc bmnds 
wonld be discredited thnughout the country, 
and no storekeeper would dare to stock Lis shop 
with them. In that way they wouJ.! free · .. hite 
artisa.ns from the great evil of "\.siatic cmnpeti­
tion. Anybody who had been through the 
tov, ns of North Queensla:;d mm t ue imprc· ,ed 
with the importance of compelling the keeper.< 
of shops and factories th·:rc eO Ji VC under Sani>qry 
cunditions, be\:'a,use not only were they unfairly 
comrw '.ing with white lkople on account of their 
avoiding charge,; for rent and other things 
through their herding together, tut they were a 
danger to health, and he hoped th ,t the in· p 'tor 
would turn his attention to that ,:;reat and cryir.g 
evil instead vf sneering at any section of the 
COllll11Ullity, 

The HOME SECRETARY: Po3Ribly the 
hon. member had not paid much attention, but 
he had fully explained that owing to lf'97 bdn·r 
the first year in which the Act wa·; in force, 
therP was very much to be done in the way of 
inaugura'ing the .dministration of the Act, and 
so much time was occupied in getting the very 
information which the hon. member pointed to 
as ,,xi3ting in the report for comparative pur­
poses that the information obtainable Y ith 
regard to Chinese factories was not of a re!Lule 
character, and therefore no report w~1s 1nadr. 

J\Ir. MoDoNNELJ.: You are not quite correct 
there. 

The HOME SEml:ETARY : He was s' ating 
what w1s told him, becan;e he had 

[9 p. m.] not Ling to do v. ith the ad mini'-
trati.m of the Act in 18!J7 '<nd for 

ten months of 1898. He had bPen told th :t the 
information was not of a sufficiently reliable 
character-that the inspector had not been able 
to devote sufficient time to collecting· it, th <t 
it could not be given in the report f,Jr 1897. 

Mr. GrvE;-;s : We have information of all the 
other factories. 

TheHOMESECI1ETARY: Yes. The officers 
of the department devoterl their time to them. 

Mr. GIVENS: The Chinese fac'·.cries were not 
worth going to. 

The HOME SECRETARY: T: atwasn"t"o. 
In inaugurating the Act tl- ere wa~ a great dul of 
hard work to be done. Hon. memuers opposite 
had pointed out tha~ there wr~s a great deal of 
unnecess'1rily hard work bec:tnse employers would 
not assist, and he (Mr. Foxton) knew that that 
was so. He could understand that the first 

report was defective in mn.ny respects ; but that 
''a,; cntainly no reason for blaming the Chief 
Secretary, who at the time was Hmr.e Secretary. 

Mr. McDOJ';;-.n;LL: He had interjected that 
the Home Secretary's information was not quite 
correc~. The hon. gentleman stated twice that 
members had no data :<howing the nun, ber of 
Asi~ttics in the colony previous to this report. 

The HoME SEOHETAHY : I said it was not in 
the 1897 report. 

Mr. McDONNELL : The Hom8 Secretary 
W,\s quite ("Trcct in that; but there was an 
important rliJiercnce here, because, on the 17th 
of Au,~nst, 18J8, he, i,, the courcJe of the debate 
on the Address in Repl}, made some statements 
with regal'cl to Asiatic factories in the colony. 
The pre;cnt Premi.,r-who v.a,, then Home 
Sc;cretary-said hi,; information was not quite 
corrrct, '" d corrected or rather contradicted it. 
He read the following figures, suppli~d by the 
l!\wtol~ies Dep:trtment-

AsrA'l'IC. 

District. Factories. Employees. 
Brisbme 10 40 
Ipswieh eVil .1\~il 
Maryborough . ... Ng .JYil 
Bnndnberg J.t~il ~flil 
R(,ckhnmpton ... Nll ~"i\~il 
rrownsYillc 2 10 

~'l.t tlut date Lh ,re were twelve Asicttic factories, 
mnvluying fifty ..:\siaticF, in the colony. He 
might say iLu.t l\lr. McLay, in supplying the 
figures to tLe then Home Secretary, made the 
folio wing memorandum with regard to the figures 
[,' (~Ir. McDonnell) had previously read-

! considered this so unofficial that, being very busy 
at the time with the annual returns, I simply ran up 
thR fi~1ues in tlw register and sent them to hin1 in a 
hurried noteJ of which even no copy was kept. 
On this mat' ~r the only thing he regretted was 
tlu.t the c:,kf Inseector had seen fit to make the 
f. w remarks he diu in the report. He did not 
doubt his fi;.:·un :o for a moment. They showed 
that the A iatic factori£s in the colony had in 
the lasL twdve months increased by five; but 
the number of Asiatics employed had decreased 
hy one. Thc·re were seventeen factories, and 
forty-nine em]Jluyee'. The figures were-

Registered Total 
Factories. Employed. District. 

;\!etropolitan ... 14 37 
Ipswich l 6 
Rockha.mpton . . . 1 3 
Townsville l 3 

The diff'culty about these Chinese factories was 
this : It "·as well known that a number of shops 
which a]•JlearEd to be unly fruit or drink shops 
to the ordinary pass'\r-by were partitioned off at 
the back, and behind the Chinese carried on the 
business of cauinet-makeril. It should be remem­
bered that under the Act a Chinaman's premises, 
if he employed only one or two hands, came 
under the clefi,;ition of a factory .. On this matter 
there was good rea'on to complam. There was a 
good arf(um~nt, too, in favour of such places 
as Cairns, ChurtArs Towers, Port Douglas, 
B.roqldine, and Longreach, whera there are 
more Chince c.nrying on the trade of cabinet­
md<ers, etc., than in places \'!here the Act was 
in opAration, being brought within the operation 
of the Act. There was this unfortunate thing 
about this-that in a great many places furni­
ture made by Chinese was sald as European. 
He believed that there were not more than three 
respectable firms in Brisbane that did not sell it 
for Euro;•ean-made furniture. He believed that 
the great bulk of the furniture, or a brge amount 
of it, sold by Brisbane shopkeepers was of 
Chinese manufacture. The Hr>me Secretary had 
t11tmted him with riding his hobby-horRe. He 
acceptrd those remarks because any person who 
took a particular interest in any special reform 
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was charged with riding his hobby-horse 
by those who were opposed to that reform. 
He was undoubtedly particularly interested in 
that question, and he wae very glad that the hem. 
gentleman had expresRed his sympathy with the 
Act, and had promised that he would see that it 
was admini,,tered in a firmer manner in future 
than it had been for some tim" past, and also 
that he recogniF,ed that an amendment of the Act 
was necessary. Remembering the rem:uks 
which the hon. gentleman had made on a similar 
subject-the Shops Early Closing Act-he had 
come to the conclusion, from reading the report 
of the inspector, that the hon. gentleman was 
very much to blame. On the 19th of August, 
1897, the hon. gentleman, speaking on the Early 
Closing Bill, said-

He believed in the protection of young people, but in 
regard to those who were old enough to prote~t. them­
selves, this was a free country, and every individual 
should be :tt libertj' to make any contracts he liked in 
reference to his labour. 

And further on the hon. gentleman said-
In fact the whole Bill was a piece of gmndmotherly 

legislation, to which he generally objected. 
Remembering the hon. gentleman's remarks on 
that measure, he thought he might hold exactly 
the same views on the sister measure of the 
Factories Act, but he hoped he should find that 
he was mistaken. 

'rhe HOME SECRETARY wished to correct 
a remark of the hon. member who had just 
spoken. The figures the hon. member gave as 
relating to 1Sfl7 referred to 1898. 1'he hon. 
member said that he (Mr. Fuxton) had stated 
that th&re was no intimation about the number 
of factories carried on by Asiatics in 1897, and 
then quoted certain fi;;ure• from Hansard of last 
year to show that mformation had been supplied 
for 1897. These figures, however, referred to 
1898, and were the late>;t figures which could be 
obtained up to August, 1898. 

Question put and passed. 

POLICE. 
On the motion of the ROME SECRETARY, 

the consideration of the Estimates for the Police 
Department were further postponed till after 
the consideration of the Auditor-General's Esti­
mates. 

SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS. 
The BECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

(Hon. J. Mm·ray, Normanby) moved that the sum 
of £12,091 be granted for the Department of Public 
Works, professional branch, etc. As he had 
promioed last year, a report had been submitted 
by the department showing the wurk done during 
the past year, and that report would furnish 
hon. members with information which could not 
be put into their hands in any other way. 
During the past twelve months some charges 
were made by a subordinate officer against the 
Under Secretary, which led to an inquiry being 
held by the Public Service Board. 'l'he report 
of that inquiry was in the hand~ of hon. mem­
bers, and from it they would be able to come to 
a conclusion regarding the whole merits of the 
case. There were a few increases in the vote, 
which he thought hon. members would agree 
were fully warranted_ The first was an increase 
of £50 in the salary of the Under Secretary, 
Mr. Robertson, who had been in the service of 
the Government for thirty-three years. 

Mr. McDONNELL: I don't care if he has been 
forty; he doesn't merit it. 

The SECRETARY FOR WORKS: When 
t.he Estimates were before the Committee last 
year a great number of hon. members drew 
attention to the fact that Mr. Robertson had 
had no increase for the past nine or ten years, 
and it was pointed out that comparing him with 

under secretaries he had not been fairly treated. 
Even with the small proposed increase his salary 
w .uld still be considerably below what was paid 
to other under secretaries. The next small 
increase was in the Falary of the accountant, 1\Ir. 
Bell, who was a diligent and pain··:taking oflicer, 
and he thought hon. members would agree that 
that increase was deserve d. There were also a 
few small increases to clerks, amounting alto­
gether to £40, an increase to the mess< ·ager, and 
an increase of £10 to the type:niter, all of which 
were fully warranted. In the professional 
branch there was a small increase to Mr. 
Brady, the Govcrn111ent ~\rchitect and Engineer 
for Bridges. Mr. Brady was an efficient offir.er, 
and his services as such had been rec·>gnised by 
the colony and in that House c•n many occasions, 
and he was Ycry deserving of an increase. There 
was alAo an ircream of £20 each to the first 
assi:; ant tcrchittct, the second a&diste~nt architect, 
and the senior draftsman. There was an 
increase in the number of draftsmen from three 
to seven, so that the vote for those officers wa8 
£1,420 instead of £MO. That increase was attri­
butable to the additional business the department 
had to do; a great deal of work was done last 
year, and there were st.ill many works to be carried 
out, so that the department would be fully em­
ployed, even with the four additional draftsmen. 
The other increases were of a minor nature. 
Hon. members would notice tb.>t two addition.tl 
inspectors of works were provided for, due to a 
rearrang·ement of the districts over which they 
exercised supervisior. There were now seven 
instr· >,d of five districts, as the districts had been 
fuund too large to enable the inspectors to carry 
out their work efficiently. There v. ere no other 
increases in the V'Ote worthy of special mention, 
and it would be found that the vote for postages, 
travelling, and incidentals was the same as last 
year. 

Mr. FISHER (Gy,npie): The hon. gentleman in 
his short :tddress had said th:tt a large amount of 
public works had been carried out by that depart­
ment last year. He wished to draw attention to 
the fact that l :'J\ vear the Yery first item passed 
on the Loan Estin;ates wo.s a vote of £5,000 for 
a new courthouse at Gympie, which was very 
b:tdly wanted, but ""far practically nothing had 
been done in that matter. He wished the 
Minister to openly explain now why that work 
had not been gone on with. 

Mr. ANNEAR: I know the Government bought 
a beautiful site for the building. 

Mr. FISHER: That was what the Secretary 
for 'Works did not know. The hon. member 
seemed to know more than the Minister. The 
promi:'o to build the courthouse had been made 
to his predecessors, and for that reason he did 
not care to interfere until the end of the financial 
year, He had then interviewed the Premier 
and the Secretary for \Vorks on the matter, and 
he found that nothing had been done, but that 
negotiations \\ere being carried on for the pur­
chase of a site, for which a rP'lSOnable price was 
asked. The answer which Mr. Rylandand him­
ce!f received from the Premier was that the 
building would be gone on with without delay. 
That was early in July, and now they were near 
the end of November, and nothing had been 
done. The result was that the public bodies on 
Gym pie were beginning to move, and talked of 
sending a deputation to find out the c~use of the 
delay. He was there now to a•'k the Secretary 
for \Vorks to state publicly the reason for the 
delay, that they might know how the matter 
stood. 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
regretted the delay, but it was in a measure 
caused by the difficulty in procuring a suitable 
site. At present the department had made an 
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offer for the purchase of a sit?, and as soon as 
they got an answer to that, the work would be 
proceeded with imme.liately. 

Mr. FISHER was very pleased to h ·"r that. 
He was of th"' opinion tlut' there was an ExecJ­
tive minute f1ying that the work was not to b8 
gone on with. If the hon. gentleman assured 
him that there was no such Executive minute, 
he would accept the denial. 

The TREASLI\ER: Cenainly not. 
Mr. ANNEAR (JJfaryb.,rough): He might say 

he was informed on Gym pie that a piece of land 
had been purchased for the wn,- courthouse. He 
did. not get the inform ction from the l\Iinister. 
He could only say that if the p;. ·ce of land was 
purchased which he understood had been pnr­
clmBed, the Government would save thon-ands 
of pounds in the fonn<lations of thP buildiDg, 
heca.use the rock was Rbowing on the footpath, 
and it would cost muc':l lees to erect the building 
there than in a lov.rer part where, he helievcd, 
it had been iutendcd c,, erect it. That was the 
first vot(:, and on it he wis:wJ to offer a few 
remarks for the benefit of the S"cretarv for 
Work", the officers of his department, and 'mem­
bers of the Committee. A building was to bo 
erected for the Lands and Survey Department 
which, he saw in the newspapers, was tn co;-t 
something like £100,000. No doubt a building 
for the Lands nnd Survey Department was very 
much required, but ho uid think th' re W,d en 
objection to go on with that building----· 

'fhe CHAIRMAN: I remind the hon. mem­
ber that th,ct is in the next vote. 

Mr. McDo:<:ALD: \Ve take the general dis­
cnssion on the first vote. 

Mr. ANN EAR: He submitted to lhe Chair· 
man's opinion, but during the six ·er <ions he had 
occupied the chair as Chairawn of Committees, 
the general discn:;,,ion on every departrr1ent had 
been taken on the first voce. He would sav now 
all he intended to say, if he was permitteZI, and 
he thoug-ht the Chairman would s . ve time by 
following that rule. 

The CHAII-tl\IAN: I r:1mit that it is usu,cl 
to take the discussion with reference to the 
department on the first vote, but wh"re tht_re is 
a special vote for "building·s," I think I arn 
right in c., !ling- the hon. rne~nb"r's atteution to 
the het. If it is the wi3h of the Cunnnitt< .J 

that the discussion on the whJle of the Estimate 
should be bken on the first vote. I am willing to 
yield ; but according to the Standing Orders 
and the usuge of Parliament I am correct in 
calling the hon. member's attention to this 
n,atter. 

Mr. ANNEAR : Then he understood he had 
the con·,ent of the Committee to go on. He 
wished to brillg under notice the principle adopted 
in New South \Vales. The;- had on their 
Estimates a vote of £97,000 ·for the erection 
of buildings in Phil!ip and Young streets for 
Government departments, but before proceeding 
with the work a board of three lc.cding architects 
of Sydney was appointed to go through the 
whole of the plans and specifications. They 
were to bring up a report to t·''e public works 
committee, who reported to Parliament before 
the work W:ts gone on with. In this case 
£100,000 was to be spent; and while he WflS not 
saying one word against the officers of the \Vorks 
Department, he wonld point out that the plans 
of the bnilding- had been dra\\ n up by the 
Colonial Architect and the offic2l'', of his deput­
ment and submitted to the offic2r'l of the Lands 
Department, but no professional men had 
been c~lled in from out,ide to report upon them. 
In one case in New South \V!tle.~, where 
.£80,000 or £90,000 was to be spent, the board 
of expert architects reported that on going­
through the building they found there was suffi­
cient accommodation for the officers of the depart-

ments for ten years to come, with the result that 
the extra building proposed was not erected. 

He therefore trusted that the 
[9·30 p.m.] Minister would call in three of the 

leading architect-s of the city to go 
throng-h tho<e plans and specifications before the 
work w"s entered upon. He would also draw 
attention to the material that had been used 
in various public buildings in Brisbane. He 
rderred, first of all, to the first portion of the 
Treasnry Baildings, which had been erected 
nmny yecrs ago. Hon. members would know 
thrtt the sanc'done stepe in the Queen-street 
entrance to ttat building had become so worn 
thao they h:1d to be r~pbcLd \\ith slate im­
ported from the old country. The hon, members 
for l\foreton and Toombul would bear out his 
shtement that there wa~ within seven or eight 
mile<. of Bnsbane granite not to be excelled in 
any oiher p,•,rt of the wol"!d. 

l\[ccsr,:. C \}!PllELI, and PETRIE: Hear, hear! 
Mr. ANNEAR: And why was this granite 

nGt us,cl instead of mndstone, which had to be 
rep lac' J every feF years? It w:.s thirty-four 
years since the Brisb:me Town Hall had been 
erected, and as any hon. member could see the 
front ster-s of that building, which were of 
Enoggera gca.nite, \vere as good now as they were 
when it was fir,;t erected. '.rh ere was splendid 
grn,nite at Eno~ gern., and \i"hy was it not used? 
1\J:nreo,?er they hall m a "lDS in Brislmne who 
could wol'lc that granite quite a;; cheaply as some 
of the stone th.•t W<lS being used in the new 
Central Railwav Station. He believed in a 
uniform colour fm· buildings, and that was why 
he helie :ed in the Enoggera granite:. The whole 
of the curbing in connection with the wood­
paving in Brisbane was of the same material, 
an cl there "as nothing t.o beat it. He had 
eeen imn.cnso block of it »hipped to Rock­
hmnpton by l\Ir. \Villcocks for the bridge there, 
and it lnd ;d,;o been used by the contractor for 
the new Yictoric, Bridge, 'Mr, l\Iidson. He 
trusted the 1\IiniLter '' onld consult the Colonial 
A rchitecc, with reg~,rd to the stone to be used in 
the new I,and and Survey building, and he also 
trusted that the whole of the steps and base 
conr_es would be :B~nogg-era granite, which was 
as good as any in the world. . 

Hr. KERR: \Vhat about Aberdeen gramte? 
l\Ir. ANNEAR: The Enoggera granite was 

quite as good as the Aberdeen stone. He knew 
something about the matter, as he had seen 
millions of tons of g-ranite shipped in the old 
country. \Vith regard to •·ome of the increases 
referred to by the Minister, he wished to be 
candid. He sympathised with the offir:er the 
Minister had particularly referred to ; but since 
reading the report and totking into conRideration 
the conduct of two gentlemen, he thought justice 
had be•Jn meted out to that official. The Under 
Secr--tary had had a great deal to do with the 
central sugar mills, and he was justly entitled to 
the incre..tsc, because that work had entailed a 
good deal of labour, and he thought that gentle­
man always performed his v:ork faithfully. The 
Colonial Architect was also fnlly entitled to the 
incr<>ase of £50 put down on this vote, and if it 
came to a division he would vote for these in­
creases. 'Ihe Colonial Architect, Mr. Brady, 
was fully entitled to the amount pnt down 
for him on the Estimate, because he was a very 
con1pet, nu officer, an cl he Ldthfnlly lJvJ:ftnmed 
his dutieo, and at all times did his work in the 
intere"t" of the people of the colony. 

Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay) a·,ked the 
Minister if all the increases had been recom­
mended by the Civil Service Board? 

The SECRETARY l!OR PUBLIC WORKS: Yes • 
Mr. JENKINSON : He noticed from tho 

Auditor-General's report that there was a snm 
of .£11,700 unauthorised expenditure" for public 
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works, and he thought it was absolutely necessa-ry 
in the interests of pure politi.;al life, that the 
Minister should give hon, members some ide\\ of 
how that amount was to be expended. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR Punr,raWorrKs: That will 
come under the head of buildings. 

Mr. JJ<JNKINSON: There w11s an increase 
first of all of £25 for the draftsman, and then 
there was £325 for temporary professional assist­
ance under this item. He would like the Minis\ -X 
to explain that. 

TheSEORETAitYFORPUBLIOWORKS: 
The unforeseen expenditure referred to by the 
hon member v;as renderej necessary on account 
of increased work in the dt partment; a number 
of temporarv assistants had to be employed. 

Mr. JENKINSON: \V,l.S the increased work 
sprung suddenly on the department? 

The SEOlnJTARY FOR PUBLIC WOilKS: 
Increased work was sprun:_{ upon the department 
nearly every day. 

Mr. OAMPBELL (ld"orcton) regretted that iJe 
could not see his way to follow the h-ad of thO 
hon. member, :1\Ir. Annear, with regard to the 
proposed increase to the salary of the Under 
Secretary for Public \Vorks; and the Minister 
himself had given no reason to justify it. In hi 
opinion the Government Architect and the 
accountant were perfecUv aule to carry out the 
duties of the Under becretary without cny 
trouble to themselves. 

·rhe SECRETARY lo'QR PUBLIC \Vom;:s: You 
might make a similar remark in connection with 
every othc.r department. 

Mr. OAMPHELL: In New South 'v\'alu, 
VicLoria, and vV estern Australi' the under 
secret><ries were professional men, who knew 
all about the W<llk they Were supposed to super­
vise. In those colonies the Under Secretary for 
\Vorks must be a man perfectly qualified by his 
professional training to ad vice thP Minister. In 
the report of the Public Service Board attached 
to the inquiry referred to by the Minister, both 
Mr. Robertson and Mr. llrady testified to the 
ability and zeal o£ thoce under them. He doubted 
the correconess of that, becau:;e the inquiry, 
Jack v. Robertson, was a proof that thfre was 
considerable dis;;atisfac:ion amongst the officers 
of the department. He might r-ny, b-fore pro­
ceeding further, that a considereoble section of the 
public outside were interested in, and exercised 
over, the inquiry; and those who had spokPn to 
him were of the opinion that justice had not been 
done in the decision arrhed at. 

l\fr. KERR: You cannot have read the 
evidence. 

Mr. 0Al\1PBELL: He had read the evidence 
very carefully. ProbaLly hon. member_, "ere 
unaware of the procesH'" of an inquiry of that 
kind. Witnesses were sworn, nnd gave their 
evidence in the usual way. The evidence was 
taken down by a shorthand writer, but the wit­
ness never saw his evidence until it appeared in 
the document presented to Parliament. He bad 
it from the solicitor who conducted the case for 
Mr. Jack that the evidence was very much 
altered from the evidence as it was given. 

Mr. KERR : Do you mean to say the shorthand 
writer altered the evidence? That is a serious 
charge. 

Mr. OAMPBELL said he knew the serious 
nature of the charge, and he asserted that the 
Public Service Board did not conduct their 
inquiries as they should do. In courts of law a 
witness was permitted to hear his evidence read, 
!'nd to correct any errors he may have fallen 
mto. Nobody was infallible. The shorthand 
writer was not infallible, and it was possible he 
had made serious mistakes. 

Mr. GROOM: Is not a copy of his evidence sent 
to every witness for revision ? 

Mr. OAMPBELL: Notininquiriesbeforethe 
Public Service Board. 

Mr. GrrooM: If it is not, it OUfiht to be. 
Mr. CAMP DELL: C rtainly; that was the 

only fair course. How could they judge on 
evidence produced in a document of that kind if 
it ,,.a, not correct. He would now refer to the 
report and evidence. 'fhe first thing to note 
was this minute by the Mini~ter-

Refer this, together with evidence taken, to the 
Attorncy-Uencl'al. 
Nothin;; was e·;idently done in that direction, as 
there was llOlhing to show what the Attorney­
General's cpinivn VI as wich regard to it. In 
question 27 Mr. Jack was made to say-

I am the vractt'1l head of my department, and JHr. 
Bt:,dy would not pre~ume to advise me. 
He was told by Mr. Jack's solicitor that ~hat 
"R'"' entirely wrong; that he could not possibly 
have said so, becaww J\ir. Brady was the prac­
tico,l head of hi" department. 'fhat was only a 
snmll matter, but it went to show how trust­
worth'· the evidence was. Then they came to 
question 90--

You were repdmanded, you say? Yes; I went to .!.\:fr. 
l~nUertson about it. 
Mr. Price said that l\Ir. Jack never said any­
thing of the kind, and that he never was 
reFimanded. In 'JUco~Lion 129, Mr. }\Inrray was 
as:.ed by Oapbin Townley-

Do you r....:collect receiving that lcttcrP ~o. 

That referred to a letter l\J r. Jack alleged he 
had sent by a mes"eng0r to the :1\~ir:iste_r. M!· 
l\Iunay h_cd no recollection of receivmg It, His 
information was that the letter was absolutely 
delivered on the Minister's table by the 
mes,engPr, and it was incomprehensible that 
they could not get to the bvttom as to where the 
lettar was. 

The SECRETARY J<'Oll PunLIC \VORKS: \Vhy did 
he not keep a copy ? 

Mr. OAiill'BELL: He did not know. He 
was not responsible for that. At question 232 
a matte>· concerning cement was dt tit with, and 
this question was ~F~ked-

At tl1c time this cement was mentioned was Cry le 
imm;·ctorf Yes. 

Jfr. Ro'-J':tsfJn: I know of no communication between 
Cry le arJ mv·,,eJf with regard to cement. It woulU be 
likely to be· between the Government Architect and 
1\ir. r-rYlL I liave not the blightcst recollecLivu of 
writing~ to :llr. Cryle on the subject of cement. 
It seemed that the answer wail that Mr. Robert­
son did eventually remember writing something 
to Mr. Cry le about the cement; but there was 
not a singie sy llu.ble about that in the evidenc ', 
Then following queotion 245 there was the fol­
lowing note :-

[}Ir. l 1rice here handed a letter to JUr .. llober!son .for 
perusal, the original haYing been torn m half by )Ir. 
Jack, antl destroyed.] 
That was not the case. It was Mr. Robertson 
wbo eh-< troyed the letter, and .he would adf!lit i.t. 
Yet Mr. ,Tack was given crc,ht for destroymg It, 
It was a very important matter; a very queer 
bu ,iness that that serious mistake r;hould be 
made, consideling the ':lature of !he inqui~y, and 
it made a wonde-rful chfference m the evidence. 
Then qu"otion 739 was asked-

Mr. O'Mulleu: Did Jack say anything more at the 
time? Xo; Jack went out of my room by the side door, 
and }fr. Robert~tJn ca.me into my room and collected 2s. 

\Yhat date WP .. s this? 'l1his was on the 22nd Octobflr, 
1806. I put it down in pencil before it was collected, 
to :"<;e if IHr. Jack's words would come true. 

Caj·h},-n Townley: And that was the only time that 
that sort of thing was said to yon? I have heard some­
thin [I' about it before. I thought it looked as if the 
ofllc~r follmved him or came up tho street ,·rith him. 
The evidence given by Mr. Bell was that he 
made a note of the date because it was such a 
glaring case. That was with reference to some 
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cab fares. Mr. Price, the solicitor, declared that 
the \1 Ol'US ''glaring C<tse" were used, but those 
words had been taken ou\. He contended that 
whPn shorthand notes were to.ken of evidence 
the actual words ust l should he recorded. The 
evidence should be given word fur word in the 
printed revort as it was ghcn before the hoard 
of inquiry, and when such omissions as that 
were di,covered there was certainly room for 
very gra\'e suspicion. 

The SEcHJ~TARY 1!'01\ PuBLIC \VoRKS : Do you 
suspect anyone ? 

Mr. OAMPBELL: He was not a detective, 
nud was uot trying tofindouthow thealCDrations 
came to he made. He con~idered he did quite 
enough in drawing public attention to tLe mz,tter, 
a,1d if vussible getting a further inquiry hdd, so 
that the light of day might be thrown uuun the 
whole matter. As he said at the comrnet;cement 
of his remarks, if it was possible for suc1, sf'rious 
mistakes to occur, the whole inquiry was rm 
absolute farce. At question 939, Mr. Ro~crtson 
was asked-

Capfu'< ·1. Town le:/: Referriug to the letter •,11 hicl1 you 
received from ~Ir. Jack and tore up. Do you consider 
it was insulting? Ye~. 

Did you not considB1' it your duty to suspend him, 
and report him to the ~Iinister? Yes. 

"\l'"ny didn't you P "'Bceause it was done on the spur 
of the moment. I wrote the memo. to Jack requesting 
the immedi.tte withdrawal of the letter or serious con­
sequences might ensue. I t~.un saw the memo. f:om 
Jack, nud the matter was sdtlEd a. few d .tys after. 

Afler you had t:-~·f'n 3Ir. Jack ~tnd spoken to him on 
the occasion that you tore up the letter. did he make 
ar~ apology_ for having ~vrit1cn that letter? He simply 
Wlthtll'C\V lt. ! C0l1Sidc.rcd that if he withdrew 1hC 
letter there was an eud to it. 

Did you consider tbat sufllcient? Yes, I considered 
that snflicicnt. 

'\Yould you CJnsider that a serious charge to make 
against ) on. collecting cab fare;;; that you never 
expended i' Y, :~. Perlmrm if I had taken more time to 
think of it I would have nt:tcd differently. But I 
wrote on the Slltll' of the momeut after receiving it. 

Now the absolute evidence tendered in that ca''" 
was this-

f1trptatn Town let!: Mr. Robcrtson, \Vhcm .ron n ;oivcd 
that lntter from 3Ir .. Jack maldng those smious charges 
against you, if they were incorrect, did you not con~ 
sidcr it your duty to ~uspeud that o1liccr? 

Jllr. Ilobertsun: Yes~ I did, but I v,as rather busy at 
:et the time. 

Cap! ad 'PolutleJ: Rut you hacl timt letter for ''v.lC 
time befnrc llr. J<!Dk gained the inienim\ whieh h~ 
aske(l for in the letter (two days) ; during that time did 
you not c01uidcr it your duty to show that letter Lo 
your MiniHter or the Public Service Board, if th(J clnrgt 
were inconect P 

Jlff·. Robert.son: Yes, I did, but y,s I sair1 before, gentle­
men, I wa~ rather busy at the time. 
Now let hon. members compare that with the 
evidence printed with the report, and see the 
serious diliereuce there was between the two. 
!Ur. Price correcLiy looked upon that as the crux 
of the whole pw,ition. 

The SECHE'l'ARY FOR PUBLIC \,Yorms: \Vhy 
should we assume that the printed evidence is 
leos currect than the evidence you are quoting? 

1\Ir. OAMPBELL : At all eventR, he laid the 
mutter fairly and squarely before the public, and 
if it Wrtd gone into further they c·mld easily 
discover who was correct. Captain Townley 
further asked--

Dicl C\Ir. Jack apologise for having sent you that 
letliJr? 

Jl.fr. Baberli;on: No. 
Jir. Price: :ur. Robertson, how do you account for the 

stoppage in the petty ca~h-boolr from thr date of l\Ir. 
Jack's letter to you? 

Mr. Robe't·tson: I do not know. 
Jfr. Pdce: Now own UJl. Did you not take a little of 

Jack's advice, and try to become honest? 
'l'here was not one word of that in the official 
evidence. The whole thing had been omitted. 

The SEcm~TAHY FOH PuBLIC WoRKS: Are you 
convinced that all that is correct~ 

Mr. OAIVIPBELL : He wu~. He would not 
have taken up the case unless he W"-, perfectly 
sati"fied. He had not taken it up without 
serious thought and cunsideration, and he hoped 
as the result of his action that it would be 
reopened and justice be dolll'. It was with that 
object he bd Grought the matter forward. He 
had a lot of people at his back outside who had 
urged him to bring it forw<: rd. His firm had 
business connection with the Department of 
'W arks, and it was very distasteful to him to 
have to go into such an affair; but he thought 
in common justice the whole question 8hould be 
reopened and gone iHto fully. In justification 
for the posidon he had taken up that there 
W<IS no re,) necL' ,ity for an under secretary 
for that departm ,nt, he h:1d already referred to 
the practice in New South \V ale-, Victoria, 
South .\.ustr,t!ia, and We .tern Australin. In none 
of those colonies 11 .;s there any such ofucer. The 
ofiicer v. ho diJ the secretarial wurk should b~ a 
man of professional training. He took it that 
Mr. Brady had sufficient knowledge of secretarial 
war k to enable him to undertake that in addition 
to his professh1naldutic~;and if the Govemment 
wg,nted to save money and be economical, he 
poin'.eJ out to them that there was an absolute 
waste of money in retaining the .<ervices of an 
Under Secretary for \Vorks. ~Jr. Robert' on, 
of course, would have to be provided for in some 
other way, but he ,]id not heoi"ate to say that 
he was not required in that office. His business 
exptrienca taught him that the department 
could h,- rm1 Ly Mr. Brauy nnd Mr. Bell, the 
accountant. 

Mr. J ENKINSON : Is Hr. Bracly not often away 
from Brisbane? 

Mr. OAMl'BELL: Not vory often, and whtil 
i\-Ir. Rohertson had been al c,ent there was no 
dif!iculty in kc ping his wt,rk up to date. He 

lm·Jw tht re was deep-rooted disaffec­
[10 p.m.] ti"U in the dep"rtment, and he 

bdieved it would be Letter to have 
an absolutely independent inquiry to enable t~e 
whole matter to be cleared up. He noticed rt 
was prOlJOS'"d to gi I'll an increase tu :Mr. Drady. 
He lmd nothing to say against l\Ir. Brady, who 
was a compdent man, but he knew the men 
bdow him I' ere very competent, and he did not 
thiuk t.hey hai hen treat.ed as they qhould httve 
been. H, ~sa8 glaU they \\"f:l'e now receiving 
attention, but htl wa~ di gu8ted witil the 
111easnre of attention they had rce,".~ived. 
'fhey were de,·oting the best year" of their 
Ih-es to their work, and hem. members could 
well imagine the. irmnense amount of money 
that might be lost to the colony by the assistant 
architect or the chief draftsman if there W<IS a 
feeling that they were b<idly treated. Carelessly 
drawn specifications or vlans mi~ht lose the 
colony a ;;reat deal of money; so the bbourtr 
w"" worthy of his hire, and when competent men 
c>~me into the service thinking tl:eie efforts wou!J 
be recognised it was a crying shame that their 
claims should not be justly recognisecl. 

The l'nEmEn: It re,ts with the Public Service 
Board. 

1\Ir. OAl\IIPBELL looked upon the Pnblic 
Service Board ace a mere buffer. He took it that 
if they had done their duty, and had conducted 
tha~ inquiry as they ought, there would h we 
been no necessity to refer to it to-night. He did 
not b :lieve that the public service had confidence 
in the board. 

Mr. J El'iKIXSON : They are only marionettes. 
Mr. OAMPBELL : Mr. Jack was disrated 

by the board to the extent oi £10 per annum. 
The members of the board heard the evidence 
gil'en, and they knew more about the maLter 
than the Minister could pos,ibly do, yet the 
Minister first made a minute approving of the 
Cil'il Service Board's recommendation, bnt after· 
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wards made a minute to the effect tlutt having 
read the evidence-the printed evidence to which 
he hnd already referred-he was now of opinion 
thau Mr. J ar·k bad been too leniently dealt with 
by the board, and he then interfered with the 
Jecision of the board by knockin.; another £20 
off Mr. Jack's sabry. 

Tlw SECREl'ARY ~'OR PcBLIC \VouKs : \Vhat 
did the \;., rcl sn,y about him in addition to 
recommending- the reduction of £10? 

Mr. CAMP BELL: He we.; prepared to read 
that also-

The board consider :\fr. Jack's conduct has been 
most insubordinate and highly c.::mnU'able, and tlmthis 
association with :J.Ir :'\IcCulloch in carrying on a system 
of espionagJ upon the actions and movements of tlF'il· 
Buperior omccr was subversive of discipline and dis­
crcclit·-tblc to ~tll engaged in it. If the board \Yerc not 
under 1he iml)ression that :\Jr. Jad;: lJelieYcd his charge 
to be bona flcle, they \vould ha Ye no hesitation in 
recommLn(ling his Gismist'al, bnt as they are of that 
imprc~sion, and knowing him to have the revntation of 
being a cavablc and zealous offic·. r, \Yho ha-; generally 
performed bj-; dutws to tlle ,atisfaction of the dep~rt­
ment for many years, the board feel inclined to 
recommend that he be more leniently drnlt \Yith, and 
thry think that he should be reprimanded, and that 
his salary be t•educe i from £270 to £21i0 per annum, 
anLl they recommend accordingly, 
1\Ir. Jack a.lJ •. ,lutcly denied the espionage, but it 
was absolutely true thot he believed Mr. Hobert­
son to b8 against h=.m, arnd if Ld inade an error 
in lhat re8pect it was only au error of judgment 
on hi" part. If :Hr. Jack w •s a,; guilty as the 
Minister woul.J h2.ve anybody believe, he ought 
to have been dLnnissed c>traight out. There was 
a little more in thl; report of the board, which he 
wouldread-

rrhc Umlcr Secretary cannot be held blamele'3S, for 
had he, when he ru!eived Jack's letter of the 13th 
January, 1::'06, accusing him of dishonesty, taken 
prompt action by suspending him and h<lVing his 
charges thorougl.1ly invest;gatc~l, it cannot he <loubtecl 
that all this subset1uent trouble would ha\ e been 
avoided. 
Mr. Robert;;on kept the letter a couple of clays, 
and eventually tore it up. The printed evidence 
said that Mr. Jack tore it up, b>tt lhe fact was 
that Mr. Robertson himself tore it up in Mr. 
J·ack's presence. He wouhl nm·: refer again to 
the eerious question of the immen e amount of 
money that might be sawd or lost to the country 
in connection with the drawing of plans; and 
here he would say tltOtt be agreed with the sug­
gestion made by the hon. member for J\.Iary· 
borough, that all important works over, say, 
£25,000, should be 8uhmitted to an independent 
board of architects. He believed the colony 
would gain thereby, am] it would allay a lot of 
friction and annoyaHc~ that \vas going on at 
present. That was tlJC practice followed in the 
mother colony, and he believed that it was a 
very good one. It could not do any possible 
harm, and it wns an extension of the idea pro· 
mulgated in connection with the appointment of 
a railways commiLtee. He contended that Mr. 
Jack was the most competent officer at this end 
of the colony. The following evidence of his 
training· would show how much he could lose or 
save to the department:-

In the course of my early training, and at comdJPr­
ahle CXIJense, I servetl an apprenticc::;hip in one of the 
most Lj_mted cabinet-making shop~ in Scotland (.J. Reid 
and Sort, of Ayr) to enable me to grasp the superior class 
of workmanship in the timber trade. During that time 
my evenings were spent in the study of architecture 
and building c_.mstrnction at th~ branch classes of the 
South Kensington Science aud Art Department, from 

. whh•h I g;ained excellent certificat 'S in gt.Ol11Btry and 
building construction. On the expiration of my five 
years' apprentice~hip, I joined the employment of 
l\fessrs J. ::.\feikle and Sons, the largest and most success­
ful Government building eontractors in Scotland, 
remaining with them until the date of my departure 
for Queensland, whm·e I continued in the building 
trade, contracting and otherwise, up to the date of my 
joining the service in 1888. 

That training enabled him to do a great deal c·f 
work in connection with the preparing of draw­
ings for furniture and the supervision of that 
work. \Vithout any reflection on the gentlemc.n 
who . ucceeded him-and Mr. Murdock was a 
very good architect-the colony was losing money 
in comequence of not having a man with the 
same practical training to replace Mr. Jack. 
He would quote the report made by the Public 
Service Board in rcsard to Mr. Jack when it 
inspected t.he Works Department on 19th Sep­
tember, 1896--

In•pc.:tor of Works, )!r. W. •r. Jack. Salary, £250. 
Joined tlH: department in 1888. 

The of''lcc of in~pector of works i:"- a veryr( vponsible 
one, ancl to properly fill the position it h; nece'lsary that 
the holder should be a pradical and experienced man, 
ofundoubtctl integrity. His duties arc to report on all 
matters 1 <"Jrtaining to buildings, to supervise work in 
progrrc<~, to inspect and report on bnildinr·~ where 
repairs, ~,Iterations, or additions are required, to arrange 
for the vricing of small works, furniture, etc. He sllouhl 
be able to 1h·aft his own specificatiom1, ana prepare his 
own (·,,tim.ltcs, and to r:.dvise and direct contractors, 
and to impl\''lS them with the nonviction that he under­
stands his business. 

Mr. Jack is reputed to be a good officer, and to be well 
suited by training and temperament for the office he 
holds. 
He would like to ask the Secretary for Works 
to authorise :m inquiry into the \Yorks Depart· 
ment generally, or to appoint a select committee to 
in']nire into that j•arLicular case. In the in teres to 
of both men a public inquiry should be held. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR PUBLIC WORKS 
thought the hon. member for Moreton took up 
mther a 'tran0e position. In the first place, he 
said that thq ·Under Se0retary for \Vorks was 
not r,quired at all-that there was nothing to 
prevent the Government Architect doing the 
whole of the work. That ·.,,·ent to show that the 
rervicc•s of the Government Architect were not 
required at all in his profe,~ionr.l duties. He did 
not think the hon. member knew a great rleal 
about the <•ffice, or he would not speak in that way. 

Mr. CAMPBELL: I hRve the other colonies as 
evidence. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
No doubt the inspeetor of works who had been dis­
ratecl was a capable man, but no one who read 
the evirlencc could come to any other conclusion 
than that the conduct of 1\Ir. Jack and Mr. 
l\icCulloch in b»nding together to dog the Under 
Secretary fur months and munths was most 
reprehensible. 

Mr. KERR : It chows thev had not much to do. 
The SECR~;TARY FOl:tPUBLIO WORKS: 

It showed that they had not much to do, but they 
stated that they believed the Under Secretary had 
some design ag:•iust them, and that he was stand· 
ing in the way of their promotion, and they 
therefore tried to discover something which 
would place him in their power, and to rake up 
some charge again.•·t him which they might hold 
as" threat over his head if he stood in the way 
of their promotion. 

Mr. J:u::-iKINSON: If you believed that, it was 
your duty to discharge him. You convict your­
self. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
TLey failed most completely, as w:,~ proved by 
the evidPnce, in substantiating a single charge 
against Mr. Robertson. Their conduct was most 
contemptible. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : \Vhy didn't you sack them? 
TheSECRETARYFORPUBLIOWORKS: 

The proper remedy was to sack them both. The 
statement of the hon. member for 1\ioreton was 
the first he bafl heard of the charge that the 
edclence had been dictorted, but the same objec­
tion might he urged against the report from 
which the hem. member had quoted. The 
evidence was taken at a public inquiry, and Mr. 
Jack had every opportunity of bringing all the 
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evidence at his command ; but inste:.d of that he 
came forward with bald st;ttements. From his 
letter to Mr. Robertson, and the evidenc,•, it 
was apparent that Mr. Jack b,Jieved the Under 
~ecretary was standing between him and promo­
twn, and he wanted to have some m£,ms of 
cuercing Mr. Robertson into recommending his 
prom:.tion. He believed that the board had not 
recomL.endecl I\fr. Jack'~ instant dismissal 
because he was a good officer. Allhough he was 
represented Ly a solicitor, he failed cDmpletely 
to prove his charge, and he had no sympathy 
whatever with him. Hio version of the evidence 
was different from that which the Committee hc.d 
before them. 

Mr. CAMPBELL : He never had an opportunity 
of Seeing the report of his evidenc8, 

The SECRI<~'TAHY J!'OR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He understood the witne"s h,,,d an opportunity 
of hearing his ev:dence read, but it seemed t: at 
in thh case it v .. ts not done, but tk1t was no 
fault of the department. 

Mr. OA)!PBELL : A very big fault on the part 
of the Oi vil Service Board. 

Mr. PETRIB (Too;nuul): \Vith regard to tile 
worldng of the \Vorks Department, there was 
no doubt there had been a good deal of dissatis­
faction amongst the general public. He did not 
wish to cast any reflection on the Governmvnt 
Architect or the ·umler Secrotnry, both of whc;m 
were personal friends of his; but, he thought it 
was as WPll that these matters s:wuld be br,lught 
before the Committee, and that it would be in 
the intere>te of those gentlemen if the Govem· 
ment could see their way to order a Royal 
Commission to inquire into the whole working 
of the departmr,nt. It would be for the benefit 
of the cont.mctors and builders generally, and 
he knew thao within the departrn,nt itself 
there had hem-and he believed it still existed­
very much dissatisfaction, He was not going 
to refer to Mr. Jack's case, which there was no 
doubt, from the report, wa• a very bad one; but 
if the evidence had been taken in another form 
th"re was no saying what the result might have 
been. The total amount asked for this depart­
ment was .£122, 246. In Victoria the total 
amount asked for the department of buildings 
was .£08,661; but it was true, as the hon. 
member for J'lloret,m h.1d said, that there was no 
under ~ecretary in that col. ny, and that they 
worked on entirely different line.> to what they 
did in QueenBlar cl. They had been in the habit 
in Queensland for thirty odd years of having 
an under secretary, and, of course, he should not 
like a radical change made now unless a 
commission were appointed to thoroughly in­
quire into the working of the department. The 
1::\ecretary for \Vorks had had a good m:ony 
representations from outside contractors, and 
had tried, as far as possible, to remedy a good 
many of the defects and grievances which 
existed. He gave him credit for that. The 
Secrehries for \Vorks previous to Mr. Murray 
had bad such a short time that they had not 
been in touch with the department and had not 
had the opportunity of making themselves 
acquainted with the details as they shnuld have~ 
He did not say tlmt the Minister should take up 
every little paltry matter; but he might take 
the trouble to make himsElf a little bit more 
acquainted with the various branches than they 
had done. The hon. member for Maryborough 
had referred to the Treasury Buildings. He 
did not wish to cast any particular blame on the 
contractors; but every practical man knew 
that the stone from Highfields should not 
have gone into it. The steps should have 
been put in with good granite. They had 
any amount of it at Enoggera, Mount Crosby, 
and in other places around Brisbane. If 
they went into polishing granite, it would 

mean opening up quarries and importing a 
very large amount of expensive machinery; 
with the risk, too, that they would not know how 
the quarries were going to turn out. If th,,y 
turned out. right, they ·,;ould be aLle to stock the 
pl :.ce in a ft'w months, and then they would 
have to C( :npete with the outside world. 
}.l..lthongh he,,."" "I a protectionist1 and LelieYerl in 
getting- everything they possibly could in the 
colony, he did n•,t think that, with the labour 
conditions which Fevailed in the colony, they 
would be able to co1up~ te with the Aberdeen 
granite if they went into the matter of polished 
work. 

The SECI\llTAllY FOil PUBLIC LANDS : \Vhat do 
we want poli,;hcd work for? 

~lfr. PETRIE : They wanted columns. In 
Sydney the contractors, 11esB1'3. JUcCreedy 
nrr,thers, had tu import spedal machinery to 
turn the columns there. If he had been informed 
rightly, it wao proposed to h ,ye columns in the 
new Lands Office, and to use colonial gr ·nite. 
He ho[>ed that thaL would be accomplished, and 
that they would be able to get the machinery to 
de.;! with it. He used a !ut of granite, and he 
was sorry to ,y he h d to import it, Lec,"nse 
notwithstanding the hc.~vy duty of 2~ per cent., 
he could import it as chea,,!y, if not cheaper, than 
the local article. In the building of the new 
Lands 0 ffic0 they wvuld be spcncling a large 
amount of nH_mey, acH], without int,_nding to 
cast any reflection on J'dr. Bra·iy, be should 
have lilc <l to ha1'e seen him re:iev~,l of the 
responsibility, and the work offered for public 
CJlnpetition throughout the •,:odd, if necessary, 
because in the construction of l>~rge puhhc build­
ings, the bes~ possible ad vice should be got, so 
that the mi't .,ke' made in the Parliament Build­
ings awl other puHic offices might he remr·died. 
The differenc;o b0tween the salary paid to Mr. 
Brndy and those paid to the first and second 
assistant architects wns too greD \ rtn(l he hoped 
th[lt next ylar the Minister would bke that 

mattr'r into his consideration, and-' 
[10'30 p.m.] see th·,t justice was meted out to 

those officers. \Vith reg '.nl to Mr. 
Robertc;on, if it were ohown that he bad great 
deal more to do he should not object to his 
receiving the s~nne f.ulary aY other under sec­
r~taric~, bn' under pre·ent conditions he c n­
sidered the ic £GOO a year was :tmple, and could 
not see his wny to supporc th'J proposed increaoe 
of £50. 

Mr: ANNBAR: He thoroughly agreed with 
the hon. member for l\Iureton that Mr. Jack 
was a competent man, but surely he was not 
the only nnn in Brisb.me competent to super­
vise the erection of bnildings. .Mr. 1\Iorry, 
who i'.·as now in charge of the new Lands 
Office, wa" a competent man, a,nd would faith­
fully perform the wark entrusted to him. The 
hon. member for Toomhnl stated that be was a 
protcc'.ionist, hut at the same time argued tlmt 
the granite quarried at Enoggera could not be 
worked as well as the granite obtained from 
Aberdeen. If the hon. member looked at the 
mouth of the graving dock at South Brisbane he 
would se" stone,.; of from four to five tons, and every 
one of those came from Enoggera. He hoped that 
they would employ granite masons in Brisbane, 
and at other places in the culony where granite 
could be obtained, and not bring their stone 
from Aberdeen or anywhere else. They had 
g•lod granite at \Varwick, Stanthorpe, Uhartets 
Towers, and other places in the colony, and he 
should like to see th<tt used in their pubhc works. 
\Vith regard to Mr. Jack, he was sorry that he 
did not take the advice of the Minister, and not 
force the inquiry which had been held, for had 
he done so he would not have brought that 
hornet's nest about his ears. \Vhile saying that, 
he would not utter one word against Mr. Jack, 



1116 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

for he believed that during the time he had been 
looking- after Government work in Brisbane he 
had done hiH work honestly. 

Mr. l'ETIUE thoPght the hon. member for 
l\Iarylorough misunderstoocl him. \Vhat he 
s ,j(! :ts th~t the local gmnite could J,e u·Jed for 
certain work, !Jut that "hen it came to poli .hci 
work, sud1 as was rcqt1ired for monu1nentai und 
other purposes, it Wtls cheaper to import gra1lite 
from Aberdeen. He would not import a single 
stone if he could help it, but it could nut te 
avoided. 

J\Ir. GR00:\1 (Dmyton antl Tomooomu") W3S 

not at all sc.tidied with the extraordinarily 
arbitrary action of the J'vlinist0r in overriding the 
deci.sion of the Public S··.rvice Bcmrd in regard to 
Mr. Jack. If that board was worth anything 
at all-and it \•. as the opinion of a gre'lt majority 
of the public of Quoenshtnd that it w.ts of veiy 
little SJ:lrvice except as a lmffcr between the 
Government and the Civil Service-its decision 
ought tu be rB31Ject:d. 

The SEORETAlW ]'OR PUBLIC 'NORKS: It iil 
only a recommendf1tion. 

:Mr. GROOt.l: Th• Pnblio Service Board bad 
the witnesses before them, and from their 
demc:mour were able to judge of the facts of the 
c.• se, uninfluenced by any personal prejudices or 
party predilections, and they recommended that 
Mr. Jack should bd cw ured, and that £10 
should be deducted frnn his ,.ahry. \Yith all 
due rc··pect to the J\Iinishr, he; held that that 
\V&" sntiicient pnnishn1eut fut any offence tha\ 
Mr. Jack had committed, if he had committed 
an offence, Sco e . .:; of p.:.:otJle on tside ·:.-yrupathised 
with Mr .. Lck, and considerd that ju tice hall 
not been dmw to him. The prec< dent set by 
the hon. gentleman in overridin?.· the decisi.m of 
the Public Service Boar,], and dt·Jucting £20 
more from that officer's salary than th<y recom­
rflcnded, was a dangf"rous one, and there wa:S no 
tdling wh:.t mi·ehid it might lead to if it were 
of univer."al . pplic:•.tion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIO \VORKS: I dou't 
think \'OU c, n havf\ read the evillenc '. 

JI.Ir. GROOM: The evidence had nothing to 
do with the matter, The hon. gentleman h~d 
set n bad precedent in setting ac,ide the decision 
of the board-·a precedent which in all his 
experience he had never known to be adopte<l by 
any other Miniotor in this colony, and one which 
he hopt cl he would never sGe followed by anv 
other l\Jinister. At any rate he entered his 1JrO~ 
test a :t1inst it, as he consic!ered that the ptmish­
ment recommm;d·?d by the Public Sm·vic~ Board 
was quite sufficient for the alleged offence. If 
the of!icer were incnclpetent, a,Jd the hon. 
gentleman had information that he had aofed as 
a spy on rvir. RoberLon',, adion for the purpose 
of taking some proc mding against him, then he 
'h<>uld have heen dismis~ed the pn!Jlio service. 
But the Public Service J3G~·.rd did not recommend 
tlmt, and he hopced the 11inioter woulcl never 
take such a vir'oue ooursn again as that which he 
had adopted in thi, instance, by deliberat.ely 
setting aside the recomme:1dation of the board. 

Mr. STORY (Bcdonne) : He had read the 
evidenc.::. in this c,tse a,nd did not agree at all 
with the hon. member for Toowomnba. He 
thonght the Minister hc.d made a v~ry prorer 
departure and had shown the Public Service 
Bomd that he wa·• head of tbe departn.ent, and 
as master in that department he would put down 
with a stronf; hand any such action as Mr. J aok 
had been guilty of. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG (Lockyer) was a'tonished 
to hear the hon. member for Toowoomba say 
that in the whole course of his porliamentary 
experience he coulll not point to a similar case of 
a Mini8ter overriding the Public Service Board. 
In his own short experience of six years he ha·1 
met numberless instances in which Ministers 

had entirely overridden recommendations of that 
board. If the Minister was to be boss in his 
own office be had a right to deal with the officer.> 
in that ofllce. He had rncl the whole of the 
ovirlence and correspondence in the case, but the 
issue before them now '"·as entirely apart from 
that. It was the question raised by the hon. 
member for 1\J:oreton, who said the evidence as 
printed was wrong. 

Mr. KE:m: Cuokell. 
Mr. ARMSTRONG : As the hon. member 

said, the c!lar;;·e no\Y made was that the evidence 
as printed \Vas "c:Jok.-d." That chart-{e vvas 
made by a responsible person, and the Minister 
should satisfy the Committee in regard to the 
future act.ion he propcoed to take upon that 
charge. He had no feeling in the matter, but he 
was csuro no member of the Committee would 
bring a fictitious 0:1se before the Chamber, 
and they had a right to know which was right 
-the evidence as printed, or the evidence as 
stated by the hon. member for Moreton-before 
they went on persevering in a course to which 
the hon. member objected. He had always held 
that the Public Service Board was more or less 
of a nonentity, and was purely and simply a 
buffer between t.he Minister and the public. 
\Vhpn a grave charge was malle that the evi­
dence taken before that tribunal wo.s not correctly 
repcn·ted wme inquiry into that charge should he 
male. He supported the contention of the hon. 
member for Moreton in that point, anJ he hoped 
the Secretary fur ·works would give the Com­
mittee some a'mmnoe on the matter. 

Mr. MoDONNELTJ: He had moved some 
time q;o that the J•:lpcrs in this coose should he 
print' d. At the time he had never spoken to 
Mr. Jack about the matter, and had met that 
gentl·~man nnly once, when he had brought him 
d<,wn t) the Valley Po.st Office to look into a job 
which reflected little credit on the officers of the 
departmenl; respomible for the speoificcttiom, 
which provicled for thP pahi ing nf only one side 
of certain rooms, leaving thB other three bare. 
He had move<t for the papers at the request of 
a ln.rge number of per.-:;ons outside, who \Vere 
strongly of the opinion that l\11'. Jack had been 
very badly treated. He had read the evidence 
very carefully, and, ~udging the case on that 
evidence, the oonolu,wn hP came to was that 
Mr. Jack had not been too harshly treated after 
all. J~ut it had been pointed out repeatedly to 
him that the nrinted evidence in the case was 
not a trne r~cord of the proceedinc.o at the 
inquiry, and tbat had now been openly stated by 
t!J.· hon. member for 1\J:oreton. 

The S!!;CRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS: Do you 
endorse that? 

Mr. McDONNELL : He did not endorse it; 
bnt it was a ver;' serious charge, and he was sure 
every member of lhe Committee would be pre­
pared to say that., unk ·s the hon. member for 
iiloreton bad sound and valid reasons for making 
so serious a statement, he would never have 
made it in that Chamb··r. He was much influ­
enoe::l in his opinion of the case by the position 
taken up by that hon. member. They knew 
that with their own shorthand staff-as good as 
any to be f.)tmd in any of the Parliaments of 
Australia-errors crept in, and points were some­
time0 omitted that they would like to see 
included in the reports of their speeches. He 
did not know who took the notes in that case, 
but it was likely that the serious points referred 
to by the hon. member, and which put a different 
complexion on the whole case, might have been 
left out by the shorthand writer. He understood 
that witnesReq examined before the Public Service 
Board did not have an opportunity of revising 
the proofs of their evidence in the same way 
::~s witnesses before a select committee or Royal 
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Oommission, and that was a grave fault in the 
conduct of proceeJings by the Public Service 
Board. The only satisfaction they could get in 
the matter now was by acceding to the request 
of the hon. member for l\Ioreton, and having a 
select committPe to inquire into the matter, so 
that all the evidence might be properly sifted. 
He had been rath8r surprised, in re,cding the 
v>pers in the cas1, to find that a matter was 
referred to in which he had himeelf been in­
directly interested-:Mr. 1Iar~redel's complaint 
about the supply of mattr, ''l2S to the Too­
woomba Lunatic Asylum. That Lad been a 
cause of some nnpleasantneo" in the dernrtment, 
and it showed the very slipshod way of u.trrying 
out contracts alL pted by the department­
that a man was allowed to tender, and only when 
another man repeatedly complained alJCJUt the 
articles supplied, wao an examination marle; and 
then it was found that the artichls were not up 
to the required standard, and that there was a 
loss to the deplrtment of £42. The whole cum 
and substance of the matter was tho t there was 
a lot of rottenness about the vVorks llera.rtment, 
the same as there "'"'' about other departments. 
\Vhat they wanted wa< a Royal G>mmissi·m to 
inquire into the working of the whole Public 
Service. 'rhey had lmd Royal Commissions 
appointed to inquire into the workin:~ of the 
Police D. partment and the Gover.nnent Print­
ing Office. The \Vork oi these c >mtnif'·d.ons 
had thrown a good deetl of light on i he 
workings of th•'qe p:>rticuhr departments, and 
he believed that the efforts of those commissions 
would beneficially affect those departments in 
the future. He thought there was very good 
reason to take exception to the action of the 
Minister in overriding the re "ommendation of 
the Public Service Boar l. He was uot satisfi,;d 
with rducing l\Ir. J:tck's sa'c:rv by £10, but he 
further reJuce:l it by nn0ther k20, whirll w,uld 
always be a n1ark of l'-::nsure against t~at gentle~ 
mctn in the department. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR PUBLIC vVOHKS: It may 
be a beneficial lesson to him. 

;\fr. :JioDONNELL: He thou;:;ht it was r.<ther 
too vindictive on the ;.•art of the :\finister. If b0 
had :·~cq)ted the recommendation of the board 
in the matter, and had acted upon it, tha\ would 
have been sufficient punishment. 

Mr. O'CONNELL (Musgrave) w~, very much 
surpricJd at t~e <mdorsci,.ent of espionage in the 
dep:>.rLment which had been displayed by some 
hon. members. 

Mr. McDoNNELL: Nobody endorsed that. 
J\iir . .cl1:oDoNALD: The onlv endorsement has 

been by the Minister. • 

Mr. O'CONNl,;LL : 'rhe l\Iinisler had spoken 
as et:rongly as pcssible against that, but the hon. 
member for J<'ortitnde Valley mic! that the 
Minic,ttJr hn.d been vindictive in the matter. 

Mr. l\1cDONNELL: I ,,~id it loaked like vindic­
tiveness. 

Mr. 0'C0NNELL: The Public Sen ice Board 
said th-'t had they thought Mr. J "'"k had no\ acted 
bond fide, lhey >V,1Uld have recommended hi, dis­
mi>sal, and he believed that tho Minister would 
have becnjastified indismisc-inc; him, a:,hisc m duct 
was despicable. That officer distinctly stated in 
evidence the reas:m why he had b en taking 
notes-to hoicl them in ten·orern twer the Under 
::lecretary, so that if he did not do wlr:.t Mr. Jack 
wantqd he would b" able to say, "I'll ""POoe 
you.'' How, uuder thP'!e circurnstance~, could 
any:me say that Mr. Jack h.td been pnnisi;ed too 
severely? If he had act~d in any "'"Y for tho 
public good-to prevent Mr. Ro:,ertsou from 
doing son1e \Vrong-there might have beFn sorne 
excuse, but his action was mean an:l despicable, 
because he (Mr. O'Connell) did not believe in 

spies. That was Mr. Jack's action right through 
the piece, and the Minister would have been 
justified in dismissing him straightway. 

Mr. ;.;cDONALD (Flinde1'o): Ap01rt alto­
gether from the evidence, what concerned him 
''as the }JCsition taken up by the Minisf·er in 
connecthm with the reconnmnclation of the 
Public Service 13oarrl. Although the board 
reoommel,ded that Mr. Jack be reprimanded 
and his salary r< duced by £10, the Mini,ter 
went over the ht: 1.d of the bmt.~d and reduced his 
salary by L:::O. He did not know whethn the 
1\linio·ter for Works or the Chief i:leoretary w:ts 
responsible, tecau~P, L:ccording to the evidence, 
the wlwle l .. u iw ~s went thro'yh th'J Chief 
S ~cret:try\., office. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVom;:s: The 
Chief ;Secretary bad nuthing to do with it. 

Mr. MoDON_\LD: He had, according to the 
minutil eign' d by Mr. A. B. Drury, the Clerk of the 
Council, which wa; to the effect that the OhiPf 
SecrGtary act d for the Secretary for \Yorks in 
his ;,JLence. At any rate, on sever.J occasions 
it had been proved tl at the Public Servictl 
Board WB'l absolutely u'-eless; the Government 
could do exactly ,:Jmt they hked with the 
buard. If the Governmen~ wanted a new 
a;>pointment, they went to the board and asked 
iha.t tb_:: avpoinbnent b~ made, and it V/US 111ade. 
.Aw-Lin, it the Govenunent \VirJhed a reduction in 
the sabry of any particular officn, 1 hey went to 
the t-•&rd, and throngh the supineu~~s of e-.oee 
oftlcers t.he rt duction wa.'l made. 

The HOi\lE SECRETARY : Don't yon make any 
mistake about that. 

Mr. McDON ALD: Was it not;, fact that for 
some consideral :e time thcr0 had been a feud 
beGwe~_n tLe hun. g>ntlenw,n ar:d l\Ir. Jack. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC ·woRKS: No. 
Mr. l\IoDONALD: T!rat ""~the rumour that 

v;as going ahont, and if there was RllJ' JdtJg in it 
it accounted for the fact uf the 

[11 p.m.] l\Iir,ister ign<>rir:g the rccommr·nd:1-
li•m of the Public Service Board 

and further redving l\lr. J ac':'s salcry. It wh»t 
the hon. gentlernan had sdd was true his only 
course was to h we discharged Mr. ,Jack, and !le 
had hiled to do hi" duty in that respect l .c<euse 
he bad not lnwkbone mHJtlg-h. 'l'here \VUJ another 
matter that demanded in4uiry. 'l'he ! on. mem­
ber for l\Ioreton bad rrmde r, distinct char~=:e that 
the cvirlenc" a< not corr-:ct-that it had b:en 
faked up. That Tes-as a very serious charge, and 
it Cc•uld be best inquired into by a select com­
mittee of the House. If true eYeryone of the 
p.1rdes mixed up with the hkin~ oi the evidence 
should he dismissed the service at once. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
sairl he wns oo convinced of the Eerious nature of 
the charge that he would take steps to have it 
thnrougbly cleared up-he I' ou!J not say at 
l)resPnt hov,-, but it t.VOLild be done in a tnar;ner 
which would be, lv trusted, satisfactory to the 
House. The evidence before the l'ubhc f:lervice 
Board w.ts taken down lly a shmthand writer 
who \·, <.t'-' cn1ployr:d for the purpose. 

Mr. KEIHt : 'I' hen he w, s none (,f the Ifansco·d 
staff? 

~\fr. CAniPBEJ,L: Nt'; he hod notbing to do 
\. if-h tbe I-:lansard btaff. 

The SECRET AllY ]'OR PUBLIC \V01lKS: 
The shorthand writerwa' _mpl0yed Ly the Public 
Service BQ(trd to tak. down the evidence. He 
(1\IJr. L\Iurray), t'i course, L',uld nut Ray ;\-hether 
the evidence WP.'I correct or not, bu~J whatever 
doubt there ",;s on the £ubjc et ho wonld take 
steps to have cleared up. 

Mr. CAMPBELL: The prcmiRe ju.tgiven by 
the Minister was a ~ufficient justification for the 
action he had taken, and he was glad to learn 
that the hon. gentleman intended to investigate 
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the matter-he hoped by mean8 of a select com­
mittee of the House. As he had urged, witnr•secl 
should have an opportunity of seeing their evi­
dence b·:fore it was printed, 
Th~ HmiE 1::\ECRETAI\Y : Do they specify in 

what particnla,rs it is wrong? 
Mr. CA11PBELL said hG had already speci­

fied the particulars in which it was wrong, and 
if the hon. gentleman had been ])[,_.ent he would 
have h<\<rd them. \Vith regard to Mr. Merry, 
referred to by the h··n. memberfor Maryboraugh, 
his servic,'S were confined to one n-"rticnlar con­
tract, the new Lands Office. \Vlmt he com­
phin• ·i of was the wo;nt of qtmlifiPd supervision 
generally, and that there wa> no one down here 
to replace the m:tn sent away. He would briefly 
refer to another way in n·hich a good deal of 
money was lost. Mr. Robertson tmvdled about 
a g-JOd deal with J\Ir. Brady, inspecting various 
works. 'What could Mr. Robertson know ahout 
those works, and why was it neces> ~ry for him 
to go? If l\Ir. Brady was Under Secretary and 
Architect combined he could do the work per­
fectlv wdl. They were nice littl8 jaunts for 
Mr. Robertson, bnt nothing was gained by them. 
To bf' consistent with the position he had taken 
up he would move that the proposed incre:tsL to 
the Under Secretary's s~lary be postponed until 
the result of the inq_uiry promised by the Minister 
was known. 

'l'he SECRETARY J!'OR PUBLIC \VORKS : The vote 
must be rassed one way or the other no ·1·. 

Mr. CAMP BELL: Then he would move that 
the item be l'educed by £50. 

Mr. KERR (Batcoo): He would C•.JrbLinly not 
support the motion of th • hon. member for 
Moreton, 1:-ecause C1nsicle!·ing the time the evi· 
dence had been in bis hands ~'l should have 
intimated to the Minister that Mr. Jack was 
dissatisfied and wanted to have a ''elect com­
mittee inquiry. In that case the increasE to the 
Under Secretary would probably have b·en 
po. tponecl. He had read the evid· nee carefully, 
and ccnsider,•d thtt Mr. Jack was a very lucky 
man in not 1 ing di"missed frnm the service 
altogether, together with some ofiicers connected 
with him. l\Ir. 1\IcCulloch <md Mr. Jack were 
evidently spying upon l\lr. Robertson, and had 
neglected their dutic . Mr" JI.:IcCnlloch had, 
accordin!f to the Pvidence, wa' ched him in and 
out of bis office, and he would lill:e to know 
how that officer could have been doing his 
duty <'.t the same time. "rhe hon. member fnr 
Moreton spoke very highly of Mr. Inspc~tor 
• Jack, but he might s"y that when he '"as in 
Croydon he h"d it on good authority that Mr. 
J nck, who was Northern inspector, knew nothin5 
of buildings. He was a cabinet-m~.ker by trade, 
and held his position for years b:c virtue of the 
iufluence of Sir 'l'homas Mcili'Lith. Anyone 
who had liAened to the speech of the hon. mem­
ber for l\foreton must come to th' cnnclusion 
thbot tb0re were no other co1.npete:1t inspectors in 
the department besides Mr. ,Jack. That was 
saying very little for thr qmlifie-cttiom of other 
men, because he had it on the authotity of men 
on a goldfield not v,·ry far from the c >.pi tal, who 
worked with "\fr. J; ck in the mothRr country, 
that he did not hold a very good r~twcc;tion "R a 
tradesman. He believed if he was put to the 
bench he W1)nld prove tt- at he was not the grout 
Mr. Jack that somA rc.ople supposed, a ·d tb'lt 
he traded a good de:>! upon the friends who were 
pu,hing him forward. 

Mr. GIVEXS (Cairns): He thought, with the 
hon. •nemb::r for l'vlor€ton, that ju:,~ic· had not 
b w1 done. He b·:d read the evidc·nce ce,refully, 
and he '.':as decid~dly of opinion that 1\fr, Jack 
should either h1,;-e be·m ignominiously sacked or 
should not have be<>n reduced. The evidence 
clearly proved that he n,nd some others in the 
department were carrying on a continual system 

of spying on the head of their department, and not 
only that, but it further proved that 1\Ir. Jack 
was quite cm tent to permit of the continuance 
of a lot of evils in the department so long as he 
got a share of the boodle. His opinion was that 
the Public Service Board should have igno· 
mimously sacked Mr. Jack. They must either 
accept the evidence, or cast a slur on the whole 
of the Hansard staff. 

Mr. AmiSTRONG : They had nothing to do 
with reporting the evidence. 

Mr. GIVENS: \Vhoever the reporlers were 
he was quite willing to accept the evidence 
taken by them against the opinions of witnesses 
who six months afterwards came down and 
\vanted to have it corrected. The evidence 
clearly proved that l\Ir. Jack brought cbargPs 
agaitY·t Mr. Rohert,on which, if proved, would 
have immediately mcessitated the discharge of 
that :•entleman. Mr. Jack said in his evidence 
that he \<as in possession of the evidence to sub­
stantiate his charge., months before he made 
th, m, but his evidence was t •tally discredited 
by the fact that he was not animated by a desire 
to do the best for the department, or he would 
have brought his chr,rges immediately he became 
pt>·.3essed of the facts. However, he held baC'k 
the charges and tried by overt acts to get favours 
granted to himself. He did not care a straw 
about the welfare of the dccpartment, or safe­
guarding the public intere:;ts. All he looked to 
wa-- the forwarding of his own intere?~t~, and 
corruption in the department could run riot for 
all he cared. He did not want tn quote the 
evidence, hut he certainly went with the hon. 
meuber for :Moreton in saying that jnsti<'l had 
not been done, because either one or the other of 
those officers should have been sacked. As far 
as he could Ree, as soon as the charges were 
made 1\Ir. Robertscn demanded an explanation. 
Then because Mr. Robertson was not severe 
enough was that a n~s<Jn why he 'h<mld be 
punished for beiiog lenient? He L elieved Mr. 
Hobert,on was worthv of condemnation because 
he did not immedi'"tely sns}JeLd Mr. Jack, and 
he should have refused to continue in his peosition 
unless Mr. Jack was sacked. \Vhat position 
was the public SFtvice coming to if subordinates 
were allo ,<·ed to employ their time spying on 
their supericr officers and trying to ;:;et softer 
billets-lev;ying blackmail? That was what the 
evidence proved, anrl he won:d not vote for the 
reduction mm·ed by the hem. member for 
J\!Ioreton; but if rr.ybucly moved that Mr. Jack 
be sacked be wc.uld vc.tP for that . 

l\Ir. LESINA (Clcrmont): According to the 
evrdence, JIIIr. Jack was corr npt and ought to be 
sacked, 1\Ir. Robertson was corrupt and ought to 
be sacked, and thA Ministor, who overrode the 
drcision of the Public Service Board, was corrupt 
and ought to be sacked ale o. The best thing 
would be h> have a clean sweep out, and the 
country would he the better for it. The most 
serious matter was the f.,ct that there was a 
Public Service Jl-,ard hich was supposed to be 
an independent institution acting in 8, judicial 
c ,p,city, recommending appointments, pro­
rndions, reductions, and dismissal~-that they 
~hndd make a ct-rtain recommendation on the 
evidt :·ce he for' them, and the Minister should OY2r­
ride th. ir decision. Either the l:oard was a cats­
paw, a bit of putty, "hie h could be moulded at the 
sweet will of the l\linist, r, or else iG "as an 
independ• nt body with judicial function,,. If 
;}1inisters could use the board as a t·nffer in 
exercising a grudge against. nn officer or ad vane~ 
ing a friend he did not see the use of having the 
board at all. It appeared to him thac Miniet~rs 
did n~,t care how the bo;;rt1 rc.n so long as it did 
not run OV<'r them. If the Minister had the power 
to do as had been done in this case,· and the board 
was merely putty--
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The PREilfiER : He has the power and he takes 
the responsibility, 

Mr. LESINA: He was glad to hear that 
the MiniBter took the respomibility of over­
riding a decision given by an independent 
tribunal appointed by Parliament to do aw:ty 
with the exercise of political influence. If the 
mrmt insignificant member of the Cabinet could 
do that, how much more certain was it that the 
Premier and the Treasurer and the Home 
Secretary and the whole Cabinet would exercise 
the same influence m nnnection with every 
department of th<' State ? If that was s', this 
board was a mere body of putty, aspinelessjelly­
like c Jmbination standing as a buffer between 
Minio"ers and their responsibility. Let the Com­
mittee see whether that body had any bones at 
all-any independence- and if it had not let it go. 
The other night., when the vote in connection 
with the board was being considered, it was 
pointed out that this body fulfilled certain duties 
in a very excellent way, and the Committee 
passed the Estimate. Now they f>und that 
when the board proposed to do a certain thing 
somE' imignificant Minister--one atom in the 
Cabinet-simply trampled unon the bo·>rd's 
decision. \Vt1ere were the ,:esponsibility and 
independence of an organisttion like that,' when 
they could exercise no more influence than that 
against the fiat of a Minist.er? He would sup­
port the reduction moved by the hon. member 
for :\lot eton. 

Mr. :FISHER (Gympie) F:<id that when the 
vote for the Government Print.in" Office was 
under considerati•m, he said th;t no other 
department would come ont of an investiaation 
by a Hoyal Commission as had been th~ case 
with the Government Printing Office; and he 
thought the evidence in this OaLe bore out his con­
tention. He was not concerned about the merits 
of Mr .• Tack or Mr. J'JcCnlloch; but even sup­
posing that Mr. ,T aok h cd not a tittle of proof 
rtt{arding the allegations he made against the 
Under Secretary-which ;,·ere not proved accord­
ing· to the evidence in the report-what state 
of affairs wa;; there in the d~].artment when any 
subordinate oflicer should think that if he could 
get hold of something, and bring a charge again·,t 
the Under Secretary, that would be snliicient to 
compel the Under S. nretary to give him an 
increase? If subordinate~, inotead of looking 
afwr the duty they were ph·;d to Jktform, found 
it more profitable to w:<tch their superiors, 
and get hold of some lapse of character, ur 
official rluty and uae it for their personal aggran­
disement he trlOnght the expn>.3io•t used by 
one hon. member was not a bit too strong in 
saying !hot it ':as a rotten tate of affairs, and 
only an incompetent Government would permit 
such a state of affairs to exisl:. If such a sYstem 

of espionage had proved profitable 
[11'30 p. m.] in the past under th" Government 

which had held offi<:e f r '0 long, it 
was natural that subordinate" ghould beliBre it 
would continue to be profit,ble in the future. 

The PREMIER : H did not occur under the 
present Government at all. 

Mr. J!'ISHER was glad to he~r it. He did 
not make any chargr ng11i1 >lt the Under Secre­
tary, but it. was a serious thing that snbordinatt' 
should t'·1ink that t!wv had a better cha•<'ce of 
rising in the Rervice by r;r~tii::g U lien Oll their 
superiors by reason of some act d theirs than 
by performing their duty efficiently. 

The PREMIER: You have to prove that there 
is that feeling in the s.·rvice. One swallow does 
not make a summer. 

Mr. FISHER: There was abundance of evi­
dence. He understood that the Premier was 
most anxious to have the system of government 

cleansed of snch a blemish, and he asked him 
to appoint a Hoyal Commission to investigate 
the varir"" departments. 

The CHAIRMAN: I wish to call the atten­
tion of the hon. member to the fact that that 
d,,b,tte is now concluded, and the question !lOW 

before the Committee is the sp•·•cial 1eduction 
which has been moved. The hon. member must 
confine his remorks to the amendment. 

Mr. FISHI~R simply wishtd to ask the 
Premier if he was preparecl to gr :cut a Royal 
Commission to investigate the various depart­
ments, and cleanse the Civil Sci'Vice from the 
refl2clion pi ced c n it by the rerJort tl.ey had 
bt>im discr.,·ing? 

Question put. 
l\Ir. GIVJ~~S thought the que·•tion asked by 

the hon. member for Gym pie was worthy of an 
answer. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
said that he had already expressed his willingness 
to grant a furthm inquiry into the matter. 

Mr. STEWART (Rockham.ton No1·th) in­
tended to "npp.•ril the amendment, but not neces­
sarily for the reason for which it was proposed by 
the hon. member for :>1ore'.on. He understood 
the hun. member to move a reduction as a sort of 
censure upon the UncLr Secretary. 

:Hr. CAMPBELL: No. He contenrled that 
the office of Under Sr·~retary W'.H unnecessary 
altogether, and he would net be coHsistwt if he 
did not oppose any incrc .ctse in t.he s:tlary. 

Mr. STE\\-ART said that his reason for vot­
ing for tho reduce inn w<,., 1 hat be believed all 
tho •e officers were ovGrp:lid. 0,1 reading the 
evidPr.cc he w . .s forced to the, conclusion that a 
num~ .:•, of public ofllcers h<td too little work to 
do. According to that evid nee, some of them 
appe ued to have more tin:e l o devot(' to picking 
holes in the ch: .. racter•ec pf their superior offic8rs 
than to at' ·onding to tLc " Jrk for which they 
w~re P'"id. Of course the Chairman bad rule:! 
tha;; it w"s out of ord .. r .:t that stage to refer to 
I·,h .• Tack's CL e, otberwi~e be should h'"ve had 
scnnethh g to R;t:/ up m it. 

Qw··,tion-Tint Lhe item-" Under Secretary, 
£G50"-be reduced by £50--put; and the Com­
rnittre divided:-

AYEs, 10. 
:Jf~-;srs. Cmnpbell, 1~axwell. ::\IcDonnell, Jcnkinsan, 

Fisher, Stewart, Dawson, Turley, Armstrong, ana 
Lesina. 

'SOF 22. 
::\fc.,>rs. Dickson, Rntledgc, Foxton, PlLiJp, Hamilton, 

:.:\-Iurray, D:1lrymplc, K1 nt, 1\cwcll, Chataway, Givens, 
::\faekintosh, Stephenson, Ba1'tholomew, JI:!rdacre, Kerr, 
Dibley, Btorr, O'Connell, Callan, Hanran, and Annear. 

PAIRS, 

Ayes-1fe."srs. BolP':l and l~ogarty. 
Xoes--l!csFrb. Tooth an.,_ Smith. 
Rosoh ·'d in the neg.\.tive. 
1\fr. STKW AH 1': There had been some dis­

ctu ion wit.h regard to the action of the l'nblic 
Service Board and the Socretccry for \Vorks in 
cunnection with 1\fr. Jack. As fd· as he could 
ga,~1er from the evidence, the board had failed 
most si\(nally in its duty in merely recommending 
that tht3 man, • ho v·a-: convicted of the meanest 
and rrH:~t despi~>:tbl-- conduct, should be censured, 
remo1·ed t' another portion of the colony, and 
have his sahwy reduced by £10 a year, The Secre­
tary for \V or·.· see a, eel to have been more sei ·eel of 
the scriou3 nature of the offencf'} and reduced 
his salary by £30 a yeM. 1 f the evidence 
given at th1 inquiry were true, :i\1r. Jack was 
not fit to be in the service of the colony. 
vVhy, be admiLted that be spied on hi> superior 
officer. J!'or ... hat reason? In the interests of 
the public service? No; but so t.h.tt he might 
get a hold on him, and in that way bu able to 
pull the strings so that he might either get pro­
motion, or be permitted to remain in Brisbane. 
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\Vhen he found that he was to be sent out of 
Brisbane, he made repeated applications to the 
Under SeC'retary to be kept there ; and when 
he found the.t thc'e applic~,tions were not suc­
cef·.ful, he used threat-<. A man who would no 
that kind of thinv, with his superior officer would 
do the eame with contractors. \V ere members 
not compelleJ to come to the c0nclusion, that if 
he wa~ capable of intrigue, which he admittert, 
for his own personal agg-randisement in relation to 
the UnderSecretary for\VorkR, he was capable of 
th8 same thing in dealing with contractors? If 
they "dre bound to come to that conclusion, t.he 
Secretary foe vVorks, instead of rei!ucing him 
£30 a year, 3houll ha-, e dismis~ed him;_ in feet, 
he thoPght the hnn. gentleman ought. to do it 
yet. ~\. man wlw wonld do that Hort of thing 
was totally unreliable. If any contractot made 
it worth his while, he wo,rld wink at cheating 
the State to any extent. He was self-con­
victed. 

Question put and passed. 
Bl:ILDINGS. 

The SEOIU~TARY FOE PUBLIC WORKS 
moved that .£110,155 he g-ranted for b!lildings. 
There was a very con,idcrable incre:.se in this 
vote-namely, £"18,206. There wc,s an increase 
in the vote for furnitnre and fittings of £~,000; 
paintiug public buildings, .£1,000; rent of offices, 
OCC't>ioned bv the removal 0f Cet tain omces from 
the site of the new Lands Office, £1,000. Then 
there v. as £ii,OOO for new bnildings, n·:Jairs, and 
additions fm· the Defcnca Fc·rce; .£1,500 for re­
pairs and additioLs to courthonse building·ol; 
.£3,000 for repairs and additions to police build­
ing·J; and £1,000 for repairs and additions to 
gaols buildings. There was an increase in the 
vote for repairs and .,dditions to post and tele· 
graph oflices of £2,000. In the Home Secretary's 
Dep:1rtmen t there was a considerable increase. 
For new building.~ £15,000 was required. 

Mr. ·FISHER: \Vhat are the items? Just 
indic1.te the lir:es. 

'IheS"ECRI<;TARYii'ORPUBLIC \VOTIKS: 
He could give the infnrmntio~. There 'Was­
Cooktown Gaol, n8w stoclmde, f:1,500; Bris­
bane, ne\V lock } ,, ;pi tal, Boggo road, £DD5; 
Alvh:·, new courth· U 0 '3, £4fJO; Goodna Asylum, 
m '.tron's quarters, .C4m; noHlim Asylum, wards, 
repairs, £G30; .A.yr, police rnagi:stratc's qnarterP, 
£50; DarcalilinP, new cunrlhouee, £1,250; Rn·'e· 
wood, courthouse, additions, £230; Thursda-y 
Island, new conrchou --e, £1,500; and o' ~,er 
buildings of a similar description. Then the 
Trea·mrer w :1nted for new builrlings ::m increase 
of over £1,000, and the Pos•master-Genemi, for 
new buildings, n.Hked--

Mr. JE:-/KINsON: ·what about the electric 
light at Gondna? 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Tbat was a proposal to light the Goodn" Asylum 
with th8 electric light ; but it v a- c~oul'tful 
whether it would be c:ETied ont. The present 
system would be mo;·e economic·1l, he th-·ught. 

The Ho1.1E SrrcRl1~TARY: And nwre s~fe. 
lYir. JE>~KIN.SON: \Vhat about the \Vestbrook 

Industrhl Sc'.ool? 
'I' he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

That '·a~ the removal of the buildings from 
Lyttrm to \Vestbrnok for a rdorrmctory. They 
were removed to \Vestbrcok 1 be,vLU'·G it wa;.; 
thought they would get butt"r trc.inint; on the 
f<rrm there th:m they did at Lytton. There wn' 
also a cousid:Jrab~e increase in th~ arnour~t for 
repairs, additions, an(1 ne'.1 schools for the 
Department of Public IlHtruction. The other 
increases \Ve.I'P not impnr' ant. 

Mr. JENKlNSON (Wide Bap) noticed by the 
Auditor-General's report that there was an 
amonnt of £11,700 for unauthorised expenditure 
for buildings in connection with that department, 

and thought it was only right that the Com­
mittee should have a little information in regard 
to that expenditure. 

TheSECRETARYFORPUBLICWORKS: 
The a" ount referred to by the hon. member was 
required to make up certain votes that were not 
sufficient to carry out the works authorised, 
such as the appropriation for fnrniture and 
fittings, rent for public offices, painting public 
buildings, repairs to court-houses and gaols, etc. 

Mr. JENKI:\fSON admitted that it was 
rerrs·)l1ahle tc, suppo;;e that small items of expen-· 
diG~1re n1ight not. be fore:::'::en, but snrely the 
(iovernment knr·w that thny \vere going to 
purcha,,· a site for a new Custom-house at 
'r,l\vnsville, and r mid have provided the £1,600 
required for that purpose on the J<~,timate, last 
Vf'Itr, and also the amount of £1,450 for the 
]mrchase uf land to increa'8 the area of the cr,urt­
house and lockup at Townsville. If those items 
could not hnve been forecast prior to the paF-·ing 
of the last Estimates, then sanction should have 
been obtained for the expenditure in the ordinary 
c mrse on this year's Estimate·'· Such a leorge 
amount for unforeseen expenditure showed eithrer 
a hck of foresight or an attempt to smnggle 
things through without gc,tting the sanction of 
the Committee, and he disagreed altogether· with 
thrtt syst6m of doing business. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORKS: 
The hble in the Auditor-General's report 
expla.in~d clearly that the £1,GOO mentioned was 
for the pmchase of a site for a Custom-house at 
'l'ownsville, and the £1,450 for the purchase of 
land to ir.crease the area of the courthouse and 
lo"kup at Townsville. vVith regard to the 
repC~irs tl the annexes at the Exhibition Build­
ing, hon. members knew very well that the 
expenditure for that work was far in excess of 
wh>tt they anticipated when they began the 
repair of the annexes and the fitting of the 
building for museum and other purposes. The 
whole of thA unfore,<men expenditure for the 
deparoment was fully explamf-d in the report of 
the Auditor-General. 

Mr. JENKINSO~: The Minio~• r's reply was 
eminently unsati.sfactory. He could 

[12 p.m.] sse frorri the Auditor-General's re-
port what the different amounts wera 

set do\\ n for. \V aR the purc'mse of tl.at land at 
Townsville •·o hnrrierlly d~cided npon that it 
could not appear in last year's Ef:itin1ates and 
could not \Vait over until this year's Eslin1ntes 1 

The SECRl<~TAitY ITOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Tenders were called for a new courthouse at 
'l'o·.msville, and it \C a" found tb,~t an additionrtl 
area of land w.ts required on which to erect thP 
buildings which had to be provided for the 
depart1nent. 

Mr .• TENKINSON repe;,ted thct the answer 
given ccs not satisfactory, ;:nd he v·ors sorry the 
hon. gent] man wa;; not prepare l \\ith the infor­
mation required by the Committee. Tenders 
were cailcd for the erection nf that courthouse 
~f1<11e thne a:;n, and if the GovernnlEnt did not 
kr;~w that additinnctl htnd was required they 
shocrld have known it. He objected to so large 
a vu'' for unauthorised expenditure going 
througl• without more information upon it. 

The Si;CRETARY FOR PUBLIC WOHKS 
regretted very much the,t he W'<tS not able then 
to furnish the Committee with detailed inform::t­
tion, but he promised to supply to-morro·v o, 
dehiled li"t of the whole of the amount' refrnc l 
to showi11g what was done wi'h each. 

Mr. JENKINSON: Will you postpone the vote 
till to-morrow, then? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBL 10 WOJUCS: 
No. U nfortun~tely he had not that detail< d 
information with him, but it could easily be 
furnished. 
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1\Ir. JENKINSON : The Minister must 
know that they could not diocnos the vote after 
it had be,en pasRed. That was the last item on 
the hon. gentleman's Estimates, and it might well 
be postponed until the hon. gent1eman was in a 
position to give them reliable information upon 
it. 

The PREMIER: The request of the hon. 
member was perfectly inadmissible .. They knew 
that qnestiom might be asked a Minister in 
Committee of Supply the answers to which could 
not be furnished instnntcr. There was no desire 
to prevent the Committee getting the fullest 
information, and if the hon. gentleman would 
not accept the Minister's word for that he could 
move for a return of the expenditure. It was 
unreasonable to a•k that the Minister should 
delay the Estimates for such a request for 
information which the Secretary for ·works had 
promised to supply. 

The SFJCRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
promised to lay on the table a return giving a 
full statement of the whole of those votes. 

Mr. MAXWELL called attention to the dis­
graceful state of the police quarters in George­
town. In coming Ghrough Croydun alw his 
attention had been drawn to the necessity for 
some fence between the bachelors' quarters and 
the residence of the <erge.tnt of police there to 
secure some degree of privacy for the sergeant's 
family. 

TheSECRETARYFORPUBLlCWORKS: 
The inspector for the district would be instructed 
to report upon the matters to which the hem. 
member referred, and they would try to have 
them remedied. 

Mr. KERR referred to the necessity for a new 
c mrthome at Barcaldine which had been 
reported on by Inspector McGhie, and to a promise 
made by the late Premier when at Barcaldine, 
in connection with the removal of the police 
barracks there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
said that £1,250 was down for a new conrthonse 
at Barcaldine, and the plans and specific~ttions 
for it were being prepared. The removal of the 
police barracks, he thought, was already in 
hand. 

Mr. L l<:SIN A noticed in the Auditor-S.eneral's 
report a reference to the purchase of the Mary­
borough skating rink as a drillshed for the 
naval brigade corps. What arrangements had 
been entered into for that purchase? 

The PREMI]:<}R could answer the hon. mem­
ber. A drillshed had been urgently required 
for the JYiaryborongh corps, and a building 
erected for another purpose had been purchased, 
after full inquiry, and the purchase was made 
under very favourable terms for the Govern­
ment. If the building had not been secured, 
a much larger expenditure would have been 
incurred. It was purchased for the Marine 
Defence Force at Maryborough, which was a 
very satisfactory component of the :Marrue 
Defence Force nf the colony. He had seen the 
building, and he thought the purchase was a 
very satisfactory one ; it cost verv little more 
than the value of the iron on tlie roof of the 
building. 

Mr. LESINA asked what was the area of the 
land adjoining the courthome in Townsville, for 
which the Government paid £1,450, and from 
whom had it been purchased? 

The TREASURER explained t.hat in times 
gone by, the Government had been too fond of 
selling their land, especitlly in the Northern 
towns, to recoup the Treasury, and this parti­
cularly applied to Townsville. On one side of 
the courthouse there was a vac,wt allotment 
which had been sold for .£1, lOO, and which the 
G<>vernment had bought for .£600. On the other 
side, and in front, there was a Chinaman's 
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boarding-hon•e which had bePn sold to the Go­
vernment for £81\0 by the mortgngees. The land 
had been purchased at a very cheap rate, and it 
was re:.lly wanted in connection with the court­
house there. 

Mr. BARTHOLO:\IEW (liiaryiJOrough}: On 
behalf of the hem. n,ember for .Bnrnett, who was 
absent, he wished to draw attention to the state 
of the courthouse at Biggeuden. On visiting the 
place some little time ago he found that it was 
nothing but a room with a ring in the centre 
to chain prisoners to, which was even Inore 
barbarous than the old fashion of chaiuing them 
to a stump; and the next room was the court­
house and police quarters. Biggenden was getting 
a large place; it had a population of about 1,500, 
and land was being taken up there very rapidly. 
He hoped the Minister would attend to the 
matter. 

Mr. ,JENKTNSON (Wide Bay): 'l'he last time 
he visited I3ig~enden anri s<tw the courthouse there 
he got a startler. The place in which the 
prisoners were confined was nothing more or less 
than the constable'; kitchen. 

The HoME SECRETARY : Hear, hear ! the 
scullery. 

Mr. JENK~NSON: And during the progress 
of any case m the courthouse the constable's 
wife could not carry on cooking operations. 
This was a disgraceful state of affairs in any 
civilised community. The constable in charge 
had also told him that when drunken men 
locked up in the room became noisy, he and his 
wife could get no sleep. The matter required 
immediate attention. 

The HO:}lE SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber had. not drawn. the long bow at all in the 
matter, but he forgot to mention that the roof 
of the courthouse was only abont 3 feet above 
the heads of the magistrates. The place was 
ab,olutely unsuitable for the pnrpose, and when 
he saw it he took steps to have the defects 
remeciied. He understood that the Secretary 
for vV orks was attending to the matter. 

Mr . • T. HAMILTON (Cook} said that if the 
sergeant there had been a resourceful man like the 
sergeant at Croydon some years ago, he would 
have had no cause of complaint in this respect, 
because if prisoners misconducted themselves, or 
did not return to the lock-up before 9 o'clock at 
night-he used to let them out for a walk-he 
would lock them out all night. 

The SEURF>'rARYFOR PUBLIC WORKS 
stated that .£/00 was on the Estimates for a 
new police station at Biggenden, and that tenders 
would he in on the 15th December. 

Mr. ST:BJWART (Rockhwnpton North) a'ked 
the Minister on what principle he went with 
tegard to defraying the cost of the erection of 
buildings-from loan or revenue? From the 
report he saw that during last year the Customs· 
house at Rockhampton was paid for out of loan, 
and the courthome at Townsville out of 
revenue. 'l'he post and telegraph office at 
Warwick was paid for out of loan, and that at 
Gympie out of revenue. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
explained that buildings of a temporary character 
-of timber-were paid for out of revenue, and 
buildings of a more permanent character-of 
stone or brick-out of loan. 

Mr. STEW ART thought that principle was 
altogether a wroug one. Loan money should 
only be expended on reproductive works. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: \Vould you not call 
the Lands Office a reproductive work? 

Mr. STEW ART: He wouid not. The cost of 
the erection of the new Lands Office should be 
paid out of revenue. If they were getting as 
much revenue out of their lands as they ought to 
get they would not require to borrow money to 
build a Lands Office. Such buildings as the 
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Dalby Consumptive Hoopital, the Public Library, 
Museum, and Art Gallery, the courthouses at 
Charleville and Gym pie, and the Goodna Lunatic 
Asylum were not reproductive works, and bhonld 
be erected out of revenue. 

Mr. LESIN A wished to bring under the 
notice -,f the l\lini"ter the fact that a public meet­
ing of rej>resent·,tive ratepaJ ers wa.s held at Cler­
m•mt two months ago to protest against the petty 
additions that were proposed to be made to the 
courthouse there, which was alre,1.dy forty years 
old, aud entirely out of date. 'rhe Peak Downs 
Progress A'sociation had been in cOITesp<mdence 
with the department on the matter, and they 
had received a curt reply st,tting th"t the police 
magi,trate-whose removal, by the way, had 
been petitioned for, not by ]Jolitical friends <Jf his 
own only, but by those who were opposed to him 
in polities-who was a stranger in the district, 
had been ask~d to send in a rep<>rt on the q >es­
tion. He held in his hand a copy of the Clermont 
paper containing a report of that public meeting 
at which the leading local public men prute"ted 
against the propn"al of the departmei>t to add a 
couple of yards of accomnwdation to the pre"ent 
ram,hackle old building. Pncisely the same 
remark might be made about the local pnblic 
ochool, which was b11ilt to accommodate 200 or 
300 children, and had to accommodate twice 
that number. 

The TREASURgR : That is the fault of the 
people. If they will find onP-fifth the money, 
the Government will build the school. 

Mr. LESlNA: The people collected a certain 
amount, and a pledge had befm given to find the 
remaining £20 inside the next twelve months, 
whf'n a letter from the department demanded 
£40. '.ne peovle of his district derr anded 
beLter treatment. They protested against the 

plans which had been adopted, and 
[12'30 a. m.] they asked for the matter to be recon-

sidered. They chimed that they 
were en titled tu a better courthouse, a Letter 
lands ollice, and a. better school for their children. 
Furl hermore, the local residentsclairned that they 
knew more about local requirements than a slri:mge 
police mHgioGrate. There was scarcely a small 
town in the whole colony that had such inferior 
public buildiugs, but on inquiry it was generally 
found that the places whose wants were best 
attended to were represented by :Ministers or 
:Ministerial supporters, who managed to secure 
much more consideration than op]Jouents of the 
Government. 'l'hey could, it seemed, find money 
for almost anytbing but dil'e necessaries. They 
could find money to send away 2;,0 tmops to 
fight for liberty el,ewhere, bnt they could not 
find enough to put a school in order, or to 
build a decent courthouse, or constrn0t water­
works for an important section of the peot•le. 
The only remedy he seemed to have was 
to continwtlly repeat his complaints, and in 
future he intended tu repeat them and repeat 
them on every availahle opportunity. Hitherto 
he had merely rpferred to such matter·s briefly. 
In future he would be found protesting in sea,on 
and ont of seaoon, and he cared not what time he 
occupied. He intended toJ advucato at length 
the just claims r,f his di~trict tu a fair and 
necessary share of public exprmditure. He 
would offer no apology to the Government or 
anyone else for doing so. That was the attitude 
he intended to take up from that time forth. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed ; the CHAinMAN reportc•d 

that the Committee had come to certain resol'l­
tions, and obtained leave to sit again at a later 
hour of the day, an<! the resolutions were ordered 
to be received at the next sitting of the House . 

.The House adjourned ::,t twenty·two U')htute£ 
lio 1 o'clock. · 

Questions. 




