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Fripav, 17 NovEMBER, 1899.

The SrEAKER took the chair at half-past 3

o’clock,
PETITION.
Bowgen RaiLway EXTENSION,

Mr. SMITH (Bowen) presented a petition from
516 residents in the electorate of Bowen, in favour
of the extension of the Bowen railway from
Wangaratta to the Reid River,

Petition read and received.

QUESTIONS.
PercHask oF Fopper FrRoM Hrs. D. T. KEoGH.

Mr. W. HAMILTON (Gregory) asked the
Premier—

1. Is it true that the Government has lately purchased
a guantity of fodder from Mrs. D. T. Keogh¥

2. if so, how much?

3. How much per ton?

4. What date was purchase made?
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The PREMIER (Hon. J. R. Dickson,
Bulimba) replied—

1. I understand the police authorities have purchased
hay from Agnes M. Keogh,

2. 23 tons 3 cwt. 3 qr. 7 1b. oaten hay.

3. £4 13s, per ton.

4. 19th July, 1899,

APPOINTMENT OF W. KELLETT AS SPECIAL
InspECTOR OF RoUNs,

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) asked the Premier—

1. Who was Minister or Acting Minister for Lands at
the time W.Kellett, at present Inspector of Totalisators,
was appointed special inspector of runs in the
Warrego and Maranoa distriets p

2. What were the reasons for this appointment ?

3. What was its cost, and what proportion of same
did W. Kellett draw ¢

4. Does not the Lands Department contain a special
pastoral expert in the person of Mr. Woodbine and
several inspecting commissiovers ¥

5. Why, then, was it necessary to go outside the
department to make this appointment

6. What were W, Kellett’s gualifications for the
position ?

The PREMIER replied—

1. The Hon. J. V. Chataway, Secretary for Public
Lands.

2. Counsel to the department advised that it was
advisable in all cases of appeals against assessment of
rent on runs by the Land Court, as in the present case,
that the Crown should call at least one competent
witness who had inspected the country, in addition to
the commissioner who had inspected in the first
i nstanece.

3. Total cost of inspecti~n, £244 10s. 7d.; of which
sum Mr., Kellett received £144 18s.

4. Yes.

5. Spe reply to No. 2 above, The ordinary inspecting
commissioners, except Mr. Commissioner Gibson, who
had originally inspected the country in question, were
not available at the time, heing engaged in other work
in distant parts of the colony, and Mr. Woodhine, who
was temporarily employed by the department as a
pastoral expert, was away in the Gregory North and
South districts inspecting the country in connection
with the Pastoral Leases Bill relating to runs in that
locality.

6. Over forty years’ practical experience in pastoral
matters.

Laxe CLARENDON ESTATE AND MESSES.
Foxrox axp Hosss.

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders), in asking the
Attorney-General-—

1. What was the amount paid to Messrs. Toxton and
Hobbs for preparing memorandum of transfer in con-
nestion with the Lake Clarendon Lstate®

2. Was any other work in connection with this
estate performed by Messrs. Foxton and Hobbsi—If S0,
W]q?itp was the nature of such work and the amount
pald P—
said: T ask the questions, but I understand there
is some mistake about them.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A.
Rutledge, Maranoa) replied—

Messrs. Foxton and Hobbs have done no work of any
sort for the Government, and neither from the Depart-
ment of Justice, nor from the Department of Lands, or
any other department, as far as I have been sble to
ascertalr}, have they ever demanded or been paid any
money either in conncetion with Lake Clarendon Xstate
or any other matter,

. MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear,
ear !

Mr. McDONALD: I am quite satisfied.

K10sK IN BOTANIOAL GIARDENS.

Mr. LESINA asked the Secretary for Agri
culture—

1. What amount of rent is being paid per annum by
the tenant of the kiosk in the Brishane Botanical
Gardens?

2. Who authorised the erection of the kiosk?

3. Is it public or private property ?

4. How many garden parties have been held in the
Botanic Gardens during the past twelve months from
which the general public have been excluded ?

5. Does the Government derive any revenue from
these parties?

6. Why is it that tenders are not called for the leasing
of the kiosk cvery twelve months, in order that the

caterers of Brisbane may be given an opportunity of
tendering ?

Questions,
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. J, V. Chataway, Mackay) replied—

1. £25 per annum.

2. The Minister in office at the time the erection of
the kiosk was approved.

3. The buildings are the property of the tenant of the
ground occupied by the kiosk.

4. The public have not been excluded from the
Botanic Gardens at any time during the past twelve
months when the gates have been open.

5. No.

6. This question is answered by question No. 8.

INSURANCE OF MEMBERS OFF TRANS.
VAAL CONTINGENT.

Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay), without
notice, asked the Premier-—If any insurance has
been effected on the lives of the men who have
gone from Queensland to the Transvaal, and, if
so, with what office has it been effected ?

The PREMIER replied—Insurances have been
arranged for, and are being completed with
regard to death for the whole of the contingent
who have gone to South Africa. The office 1s
the Mutual Life of Australasia. Insurances to
protect their lives for £250 per man in the case
of death have been arranged for, and negotia-
tions are being completed ; but arrangements
for what is termed © accident policies”—that is
for temporary or permanent disablement—have
not yet been completed, owing to the want of a
definite interpretation by the companies as to
what may be understood by partial or permanent
disablement, ’ .

Mr. GIveNs : If a man has his leg shot off will
that be an accident?

The PREMIER : Yes, but the gquestion is
whether it is temporary or permanent disable-
ment.

THE LATE CROWN SOLICITOR.

On the motion of Mr. JENKINSON (Wide
Bay), for r. Groom, it was resolved—

That there be laid upon the table of the House copies
of all papers, correspondence, recommuendations for
pecuniary recognition for servieces rendered, and all
letters, with minutes ot Minister, relating to the
salary and work of the late Crown Solicitor, from 1893
to the 80th June, 1899.

EDUCATION IN THE INTERIOR.

Mr. STORY (Balonne), in moving—

That, in the opinion of this Ifouse, it is desirable
that the State Education Act of 1875 should be amended
so as to enable children outside the influence of the
present Act to receive some education—
said : This is exactly the same motion as I
moved on the 26th of August, 1897, and I have
put it in exactly the same words for this reascn
—that no alteration whatever has taken place in
the position as far as I know; but I have not
done so in any way to force wsmbers or per-
suade them to vote in the same manner as they
voted in 1897, when the motion was passed on
the voices. I have put it in exactly the same
words, so that members can cunsider it again,
and see if any further light can be thrown on it, or
whether the Minister has found it in any way
impracticable. The House having affirmed this
motion two years ago, I was under the impres-
sion, I will admit, that it formed a sort of
instruction to the Government that some action
should be taken in that direction.

Mr. Kipston : It would ouly have been decent
for the Government to have taken action.

Mr. STORY : T have not a word to say aboub
the decency or indecency of the Government on
this matter., My inexperience led me to allow
this matter to lapse to a cerfain extent. I
thought the instruction continued until we were
discussing a similar matter the other day, when
the hon, member for Bulloo mentioned that a
resolution of the House died with the Parlia-
ment or the session, Therefore I was not aware
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that it was necessary to move it again, I
thought that this motion was registered in
some way in the Xdueation Department,
aud that it would receive careful consideration ;
that probably some action would be taken on it,
and later on we should hear something of
it. But I understand now that the motion
lapsed with the session in which it was moved ;
but I think it is worth while—very well worth
while, indeed—to discuss it again. ~ I should be
very sorry for it to be understood by any mem-
ber of this House that I do not recognise to the
full the wonderful and good work that the
Education Department has done, and is doing
at present. Kven in my own district I am under
the greatest obligations to them. As far as
schools are concerned, my district is in a much
better position than in 1896. T think we have,
well, not six additional schools, but since
1896 a new school has been erected at Dareel.
There has also been a new school erected
at Mungindi. There is action being taken
for the erection of a new school at DBollon.
There are also new schools at Widgeegoara,
Wyandra, and Cuttaburra., I should like to
call the attention of the House to this fact, as it
has a considerable bearing on what I am going
to say—that there is no township at Dareel;
that there is no township at Widgeegoara ; and
that there is no township, or even a public-house,
at Cuttaburra. So, certainly, the department
have gone one step in the direction of what my
motion implies. It was supposed some time ago
—it was generally acted upon—that it was
necessary to havs a township, at any rate, before
a school could be instituted,

The SECRETARY vOR PuBLic Laxps: It has
not been so understcod by the department.

Mr.STORY: Iquite admitthat. Ttwasunder-
stood by the people because until lately noapplica-
tion, as far as I know—I am only speaking of my
own district—has been made for a school outside
township.  But, with the help of the depart-
ment, finding there was a sufficient number of
children in certain centres, schools have been
established there with utmost advantage to the
district. At Dareel there is only a publie-house.
On the other side of the river—the Moonie
there is a large station, the manager of which is
a bachelor; but there is a large number of
workmen who are employed at the woolscour
constantly, and teamsters. Their children, and
the children from the public-house on the other
side of the river, have supplied pupils enough to
have secnred a school, and it is doing remarkably
good work. At Widgeegoara the same applies.
There is a hotel only there ; but there are children
enough in the immediate district to supply a
school, and it is doing remarkably good work.
T had a letter from the secretary last week, on
the taking leave of the schuolmaster, asking me
to call the attention of the department to the
very admirable work he had done during his
residence there. At Cuttaburra there is no
public-house or township. There is nothing but
a few families living on the bank of the river
who have children enough to cause the establish-
ment of a school there. The distance from
Cunnamulla is fir enough to make it necessary,
I can assure this House that it is a boon to
the people who are there; and I am perfectly
sure the department is receiving their gratitude
to the fullest extent for what they have done
to help these children. Having made it very
apparent that it is not necessary to have a
township or a village to make a school necessary,
I want to call the attention of the House to
the fact that even beyond the township and
beyond the olusters of inhabitants there are an
immense number of children who are receiving
no education at all, and whom the Act cannot
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possibly reach. Out of my own distriet it
has unfortunately been said that this motion
of mine is a sort of political fireworks, that I
know that what I propose cannot be done,
but that I get a certain amount of kudos by
trying to get the motion passed and action taken
onit. I am disinclined to believe, and I never
will believe, that the children to whom I am
referring cannot be educated in some way or
other, or get a chance of being educated. There
is not the slightest reason why they should be
deprived of the advantages of education, but
the fact remains that nothing is done for them in
that direction. Amnd so long as I have a chance
of doing whatever I can to get this motion carried
and given effect to I shall never leave it or allow
it to lapse. If it was possible that I could be
unfecling enough to introduce this motion on
purpose to secure some advantage to myself, and
talk on it every time, I should consider that T
was adding insult to the injury which the people
whose cause I am advocating already suffer
through the want of education for their children.
I thought two years ago, when I introduced this
motion, that something would be done in the
matter, but nothing has heen done, and since
then a number of children have passed beyond
the range of any possible benefit from the
adoption of this motion, even if it is carried into
effect. It is not a matter that can be left and
discussed from year to year, with the idea that
some action may be taken later on, because
although there will always, I suppose, be children
who will require a certain amount of education,
still every year a certain number of children
will pass beyond the hope of any assistance
from a motion of this kind. It would be
infinitely cruel for me to make it appear that I
am anxious to get zomething of the kind I pro-
pose done, if I was conscious all the time that I
was deceiving the people who are trusting me to
get it dene, as the thing was impossible. I abso-
lutely deny that it 1s impossible ; it is both
possible and practicable, as I hope I shall be
able to prove before I finish. The department, by
educating a certain munbercf children, prove that
they recignise their obligation as far as those
children are concerned, and if they recognise
their obligation to two children their obligation
to the third child is apparent. If our population
were so arranged that all the children in Queens-.
land could go to school, the department would
have to supply schonls and teachers for them all.
And why those children who from their peculiar
circumstances are too far from existing schools
should be left without any education at all passes
my comprehension, because, if there were
railways, or those children had facilities to
travel to a school, the Government would
immediately recognise their obligation and
responsibility to teach those children. And
surely it is absurd to say that if they are just
beyond the possibility of getting to a school the
responsibility of the Government ceases—that it
is a matter of mileage. The parents of children
who are beyond the influence of the present Act
contribute towards the education of otherchildren
in Queensland—they have tocontribute—and that
they should have to assist to procure for other
children advantages whichthey are debarred from
having for their own, is a manifest injustice. I
am quite willing to admit that it is impossible to
give those children any chance of education
under the present Act, because according to its
provisions there must be a certain number of
children in a locality before a school can be
established. But I should like to know at
what distance the responsibility of the depart-
ment ceases. Is it seven miles, or seven and a-
half miles, or ten miles? What distance
must children be away from a school in
order that they may have no claim on the
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Government? If this were a colony different
from what it is, and our population were differ-
ently settled, I could understand the department
not being obliged to go further than they
ha\(e done in the matter of education, but
seeing that our land policy and the education of
the children are so intimately connected—that it
1s impossible for the people to carry out the land
policy of the Government withont going beyond
the sphere of the influence of State schools—I
think something more should be done. We are
making our land laws liberal, we are advertising
our lands in Hngland, in the colony, and else-
where, by means of maps, charts, pamphlets,
and inquiry offices, and we are doing everything
we possibly can to get people to settle, not in the
towns or townships, or near the townships, bus
beyond them ; and that being so, I think it
would be only fair to let those people know,
when trying to induce them to take up land,
that with all the advantages of good land and
low rents that are offered to them, there is the
one grest disadvantage that their children will
grow up in absolute ignorancs, unless they can
afford to educate them themselves.

Mr. JACKSON : Is there a better system else-
where ?

Mr. STORY : I do not know that there is;
but there must be some system which will enable
the department to reach those children. If
there is no better system elsewhere, it does not
follow that we are not able to initiate such a
system. Cur colony is very different from the
other colonies ; there is an immense area beyond
what you may call the confines of civilisation,
which we are trying to induce people to settle
upon, and when people go there and endeavour
by bard work, by their industry and savings, to
make a home for their children, they find that,
unless they have sufficient money to educate
them at their own expense, their children grow
up in dense ignorance. This is more than a fad;
it is a serious matter. Speaking about the
selectors who go out into the far West, I would
remind hon. members that no selector goes out
and starts werk in the country by himself. In
his train go dam-sinkers, well-sinkers, fencers,
and others, and in nearly every case a man has a
family ; and whether he camps in a tent or in a
hut, when he goes home from work his children
are there, and he has something of home comforts,

These men are our pioneers out
[4 pom.] West, but the effect of our present
educational system is that men
would rather look for work in the towns and
townships than go out. They prefer to come
into the towns to seek for irregular work and
irregular wages, and if you ask them “Why?”
they will tell you it is because they can put
their children to school for ayear or two. When
they have given the children a certain amount
of schooling they are content to go out and
take their children with them. Can you imagine
anything more deplorable than to find a family
grouped together and not one of them ableto
read a book or a paper or anything they get? It
is a most serious matter,

Mr, STEWART : They are nob as bad as that in

the Transvaal.

Mr. STORY : T do not know I am sure, but I
suppose there are large areas theve, too, where
the children are not educated. The worst and
cruelest part of it is that in the townships the
children are gefting a most excellent primary
education under the auspices of the depart-
ment, Not only are they getting a good primary
education, but the brightest of them have possi-
bilities of obtaining scholarships and going to
any educational length to which their industry
and ability may take them. But what are the
people getting who really provide the whole of
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the money—the producers outside? I am not
saying anything about the farmers and men like
that who are also producers, but in the farming
districts people are more grouped together, and
they can have a number of schools, and most
of them have the advantages which I am
claiming for our bush children. In the
larger areas out West this is impossible, and
the question is whether we are to have a
population out West carrying out the land policy
of the Government of the country and growing
up in entire ignorance or whether the Govern-
ment will help them in some way to get an
education for their children? If you put the
question to any member of the Ministry or any
merber of Parliament who has children of his
own, and some little care for their future : Will
yougooutintothecountry where we will guarantee
that you will make a living, and by doing so
jeopardise the education of your children? he
would put the money he would be likely to make
against the disadvantage to his children, and, I
think, he would decide that as he was a man
who had probably reached middle life, the rest
of his life would not be a matter of very much
account, while the rest of the lives of his five or
six children would be a matter of the greatest
importance, not only to him and to them, but
to the whole State. The hon. member for
Musgrave made a quotation the other day which
struck me as coniaining the whole wisdom of
the question—that it is the business of every
man, and it is to the benefit of every man
to get his own childven educated, and it is
also to his benefit to get the children of every-
body else educated. It makes the safeguard
for the body politic, it makes possibilities for
happy howmes, and it makes an intelligent people.
All of which we are debarred from through the
present system of education not reaching the
bush children. When speaking about this before
I said it was no use coming to this House
with an abstract question, and with abstract
ideas without trying to find some way ou$ of
the difficulty, Well it seems to me that the
way out of this difficulty is se absolutely simple
and easy that why it has not been adopted I
really do not know. Kven when the Secretary
for Public Instruction spoke when T introduced
this motion last time I do not think he denied,
and I do not think any member of this House
denied, that the system I foreshadowsd was
anything but eminently practicable. My idea of
reaching these children is this: I have talked
upon the matter so frequently that I do not
want to inflict a long speech on the House, and
the matter is really in a nutshell. We will take,
for instance, a family that is fourteen or fifteen
miles away from the nearest school or township.
The parent notifies to the teacher of the nearest
provisional or State school that he has a certain
number of children of school age for whom he
has a tutor or governess, and he intends to bring
them up for examination at the next visit of the
inspector. We will imagine that this has been
done, and that the inspector has seen these chil-
dren, and has seen that they are of the proper
school age, and has told the parent what books,
maps, and so on it is necessary to use. Now, at
his next annual visit these children are brought
in to the school for examination. They are sepa-
rated altogether from the children attending the
school, and the inspectorknowing them and having
a list of them, examines those children and finds
they have made satisfactery progress during the
twelve months, He gives the parent a certifi-
cate to the effect that certain children of his—
ages, sexes, and names being mentioned-—have
been examined by him that day, and they have
made satisfactory progress since his last visit,
That certificate from the inspector should be an
order on the Treasury for the same amount per
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child as it costs us to educate children in the
Normal School. The average rate is £3 10s. per
child, and suppose there are seven children, the
certificate would be an order on the Tr easury for
£2410s., and it would gotowardspsying the tutor’s
or governess’s salary. You can see what an effect
this would have. There would be only a percent-
age of children, I suppose, who would pass—some
parents are careless, some children are luzy, and
some teachers are inefficient. The children
would see that according to their study and
diligence would depend whether they passed or
not. The parents would know that on their
children passing the examination would depend
their getting a certain amount towards the salary
of the tutor or governess, and the governess or
tutor would know that her or his billet depended
on the passing of the children. He or she would
do their utmost to pass those children. It would
have this effect on the neighbours: They would
see that a certain teacher had passed these seven
children, and the parent had got the amount due
to him from the Treasury at the rate of £3 10s.
per head for each child passed, and the suc-
cessful teacher would take a certain rank in the
district. It would be quite possible, I can
understand, if there were other places within
a reasonable distance that the parents of other
children might get them to study under that
tencher, and you would have as the result a little
school established of eight or ten children, and
the total amount which might be received from
the Treasury would be sufficient to pay the whole
of the tutor’s or governess’s wages. It would
have this other effect : I can imagine the parent
going home with his children and saying to the
tutor, ““Out of six only two have passed. Four
have failed, and I only get payment for two.
There must be some alteration in your method of
teaching, or I must get somebody else.” I can
understand the tutor replying, *‘There must be
some alteration in your method also. Your
children must attend more regularly, or you can-
not expect me to pass them.” You see that the
interest of everybody concerned would be to pass
the children, If they passed, well and good ;

and there would be a certain amount pald
towards the salary of the governess or tutor.
If not, they must either attend more diligently
or get somebody better qualified to teach them.
I can imagine every house, under those c¢ircum-
stances, a special provisional school, and I cannot
imagine any additional expense to the depart-
ment, excepb, perhaps, the salary of one or two
more inspectors, which is such a trifle that it is
not worth talking about. The only thing that
has ever stopped this is the denominational
question, and that is a bogey not worth t«king
into consideration. I can understand thatin
large towns the Government will not subsidise a
school where some specisl religion is taught ;
but in this cave, where the children are taught at
home, everybody—Jews, Gentiles, Protestants,
Roman Catholics, Presbyterians—inclined to
teach theirown children would get encouragement
from the State to do so.  There iz one detail T
omitted to mention, which is of great impor-
tance. The House must know that there are
numbers of boundary riders, fencers, men in
charge of rabbit-proof fences, and so om, often
with large families, who do not get sufficient
wages to pay a person capable of teaching those
children.  Under this system it would be worth
while their getting somebody to teach them,
because if there were children enough the
teaching would not cost them anything at all.
The religious aspect of the question would not
present itself in any degree at all in the
districts I am thinking of. One condition of
course would be that the department would not
help any family within a certain distance of a
State or provisional school—make it five miles or
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four miles or whatever you like. When we were
last dlﬁcu&smg this question, one hon. member
said, “You see what could be done. Some re-
ligious persuasion could kuild a large college at
one of those places away from any township, and
then you would have all these pupils going in for
examination, because they would not be within
a certain distance of a State school, and you
would have to pay by results.” But we do not
legislate for lands in Brisbane, and lands on the
coast, and lands in agricullural districts, the
same as we legislate for lands out there; and I
hope we are not going to legislate in this matter
the same as we do here. But I do not believe
any of my fellow-colonists, or co-religionists, or
anybody with common-sense, knowing how abso-
lutely necessary it is to have those children
taught, so bigoted and so narrow-minded as to
raise a question like this to stand in the way.
I am sure there would be no man so lost
to reason as to say, “If we cannot get this
for our children here, you shall not get it out
there.” Besides, it would be impossible to
build a large college 50 as to make payments by
results extend further than I suggest. If any-
body attempted such a thing, all the State wounld
have to do would be to put up a provisional
school within a couple of miles, and their energy
would be wasted, so far as that is concerned.
Now with regard to the cost. If we have a
school anywhere with an enroliment of eighteen
and an average attendance of eleven, it will cost
a certain amount to build the school, to furnish
it, and to provide it with teachers, and there
would be various other expenses. Under what
I suggest there will be no building to be erected by
the department, no teachers to provide, no trans-
fers involving long and expensive journeys, and
no repairs. The only thing the department will
have to pay will be so much per child for the
children who pas« ; nothing else at all. The cost
will be less per head than the children attend-
ing our State schools cost at the present time.
Inthe State schools there are many children who
are admirably taught, and there are others who
are either lazy or attend irregularly, but their
cost to the State is just the same. There are
a certain number of children to a class and a
certain number of teachers, and the cost for
tezching and maintenance is the same whether
the children learn or not. In thisscheme of mine
there is only the cost of the children who pass
the examinations. Take 1,000 children at £3 10+,
per head, it would cost £3,500 to_give 1,000
children some primary education. But there is
another thing we have to consider. Of these
1,000 children probably not more than 50 per
cent, would pass, so you may calculate that
£3,500 would educate, to a certain extent, 2,000
children. I would like to reesll to the recollec
tion of the Secretary for Railways and the Home
Secretary a recent trip we had out west. It
will at all events be fresh in the mind of the
Secretary for Railways, We left Yeulba and
went to Surat, fifty miles. The country was
occupied on all sides, yet in that fifty miles we
never saw_one school. Of course there was a
school at Surat. The next day weleft Surat and
went to St. George, eighty miles. The country
was ocenpied everywhere, and we saw any
amount of children on selections and at camps at
different places ; but there was no school in that
eighty miles, There is a school at St. George,
of course. From St George we went thirty
miles to Nindi Gully, and “from Nindi Gully
to Goondiwindi, and m all that imwense dis-
trict, with abundaunt signs of occupation every-
Where, we did not see one single school. I do
not care how conscientious or how good the
Education Department may be, ncr how desirous
it may be to educate 21l children wunder our
present State school system, it cannot embrace
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those children within its arms, If you put a
State school down every ten miles you could
not get any attendance, because they would be
near no centre. All we want is some help
towards their education. A man wrote to me
the other day, asking, ¢ Will the Government
do anything for us unfortunate wretches in the
matter of educating our children?” That was
written by a selector who has a large family
growing up, and I knowof my own knowledge that
times have been so absolu‘ely bad with him since
he came to Quecnsland that he could not find the
money to pay anybody to teach his children.
And yet that man has to find money to educate
other pecple’s children. Why should not that
man be helped? On the last trip I mentioned,
the Minister for Railways visited a selector’s
house near St. George, where he saw a very fine
family of children, and there was a tutor there;
and although there has been nothing but drought
and tribulation in that district for some years,
yet that man was doing his best to educate his
children. I ask again: Why should not he be
helped, considering that he can be so easily
helped? There i+ no difficulty about the matter
at all. Supposing that tutor was there for
twelve months, and that that selector tovk his
children fourteen or fifteen miles into St.
George, where they would be examined, why
should he not be paid something towards the
education of these children? In St. George the
children are very numerous, and there is a first-
class school there, which is conducted in
a first-class manner, and the parents of the
children only pay towards the education of
their children there what we all pay towards the
general fund. I do not wish to make a very
Tong speech on this matter, and I will finish by
reiterating the statement that, although a great
deal has been done by the Kducation Depart-
ment—a consideraple amouwnt of it having
resulted from the motion of the hon. member
for Croydon, with regard to helping provisional
schools to be built—I say that much as has been
done by the department, the conditions of the
colony are so peculiar that they can do no
more in the way of these schools than they
have done. It would be an absolute waste
of money to build schools, and the children
that I have referred to be unab’e to go fo
them., But the department could do an im-
mense amount of good by belping the parents
of these children in some manner; then the
responsibility would rest on the parents, If they
do not get good people to teach their children,
or if they are careless about the attendance of
their children at school, that is their own fault,
and they have no cause of compleint against the
department. Where every one is doing his best
to educate his children, I say that it is only fair
that the Governient should help those people,
as well as helping those who live within the
influence of the Act.

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. D. H. Dalrymple, Mackay) : It has been a
pleasure for me to listen to the eloguent and
earnest address delivered by the hon. member
for Balonne on this matter. 'We all know that
his heart is entirely in the resolution that is now
before us, which, as he says, issimilar to the one
he brought before the House last year. It is
impossible for anyone who has the interests of
the colony at heart not to sympathize with the
expressions that hon. gentleman has made. We
all agree with him that the children in tlie bush
should have the same means of education as the
children more fortunately situated., That it is un-
fortunate that some children should be left with-
out the means of education, is admitted by every-
body, and the only question that I am aware of

[ASSEMBLY.]

the Interior.

that is between the hon, member and myself and
the department is not in deploring that a great
many children in the bush are not able to enjoy
the advantages of education as the children in
Brisbane enjoy, but that such a state of things
should be broaght about that the children of the
people inthebush, who enjoy allthe advantages of
country life, should also enjoy the advantages
of education which are only obtainable where
population is more dense. The fact that children
in the bush have no primary schools is not the
only instance of the advantages which they are
deprived of. I do not know whether the hon.
member would propose for secondary education
what he proposes for primary education, but I
do know that many persons leave the bush
where they are isolated, and take, perhaps, less
remuneration in order that they may live in
some township where they can get their children
educated. There are many people who live in
Brisbane only because they desire to obtain the
advantages of education for their children here,
and I am afraid that under no conceivable
circumstances can we suppose that people who
live in different parts of the colony are on the
same footing in all respects with regard to
education. The hon. member said that he under-
stood that last year when the resolution was
passed, that it was an instruction to the Govern-
ment.

Mr. STory: No, I said that the Government
should take notice of it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS:
Well, the Government have taken notice of it, but
the hon. member not only means that the Go-
vernment should have taken notice of it—that is
that the State Education Act should be amended
to enable these children toreceive some education,
but that the department should have the Act
aniended so that every child in the colony should
receive education. But unless the department
is instructed in some way, as to how this is done,
I venture to assert that even if examinations
suggested by the hon. member were held, that a
large number of children would still be without
instruction. The department requires to be
informed how the Act is to be extended in this
way. The hon. memberin his very unobjection-
able speech—unobjectionable in that he does not
blame myself or the department that they have
not done what they should or could have done—
has admitted that he himself has always been
met in a liberal spirit—that the department
have done their utmost with the means at their
command. He told us that six new schools had
been erected in the neighbourhood of hiselectorate,
and he led me to understand that these schools had
not been built before because the people in the
vicinity had taken a wrong view of the Act, and
of the regulations under the Act. But the
deparsment is in no way blamable for the wrong
view taken by these citizens. It would only
be necessary for them to ask the member for
the district, or a State school teacher, or the
department, and the information would be
at once given to them on the subject. The
progress of schools in his district has taken
place very rapidly, and it is evident that
these schools would have been established long
ago had the people in the different localities
understood the laws of the country. It is only
necessary for them to make applications to
the department. Tt would be appropriate
now to explain how requests made to the
department are dealt with; to point out
what the present regulations provide for, and

what the practice is. Now, where
[4'30 p.m.] the average attendance is as low as
twelve, the department will under-
take to supply the cost of a provisional school.
It will undertake the payment of the teacher,
and even when the attendance falls below twelve
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—even when the attendance falls as low as
six or seven—if the parents will provide a
portion of the money—and the hon. member
himself, in his scheme, implies that the parents
in the m‘u(mty of cases must supply a portion
of the money—if they will supply a portion
of it, either in the way of cash or in some cases
in the way of board, it is customary to con-
tinue the school, We pay the teacher an
amounts per head which would represent the
entire cost of the school, provided the statutory
number of children attend, but if there is a
shortage we expect the paren’cs to contribute
and make up perhaps £4, or £8, or £10, or do
something in the way of pruv1d1nn board for the
teacher. 8o that it is evident that much has
been done in the way of providing schools where
there is only an attendance of twelve children,
and in some cases even less than that. Then
there is another regulation that is acted on in g
good many cases, Not only do we keep a school
going where there are only six or seven pupils,
but we have made provision for groups, so that
if there are twelve children anywhere within
distance of each other the teacher can take
one group for one week and another group
the succeeding week ; that is, we provide
for two half-time schools. The average family,
it must be remembered, consists of five children,
but in cases where there are two or three
families with four or five children each, the
department makes provision for these half-time
schools which may be distant, perhaps, fifteen
or twenty miles from each other. Then there is
a provision for the appointment of itinerant
teachers. That has been attempted two or three
times, and has never met with the approval of
parents, and, in that respect, I venture to say
that the opinion of the parents is quite justifiable.
I do not think it is a profitable method of
instructing our children. So that although the
hon. memberseems tothink that nonotice hasbeen
ta.keu of his motion, the department has really
done ity best undr-r existing circumstances to
provide the benefits of education for as many
children as possible. Now, the hon. member
takes the view that if we teach twelve children,
why should we not teach two? He assumes
rightly enough that all persons throughout the
colony are saxed to provide the education vote,
and if the children where they are numerous
are able to go to school, the children who are
isolated and very few in number should also
have a right to a teacher being provided by the
State.
Mr, Story: No; only a portion of the cost.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS :
Well, although that is a good idea enough, yet it
is not pra"tmable

My, McDovNALD : Why?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS:
I am speaking of the principle. The principle
is that if any person in any part of the colony
contributes—and all are supposed to contribute
to the taxation generally—to some institution
which is a benefit to a particular district, then
all the people in the colony should have the
benefits of similar institutions extended to them.
I say that is impracticable. Take the case of
the botanic gardens. Because the people of
Brisbane have a botanic gardens, which are
paid for to some extent by the State, therefore,
we must establish botanic gardens in all por-
tions of the colony. We might take as similar
instances the postal system, the telegraph
system, or the railway system. Although the
deficit on the railways has to be met by everyone,
yet it is impracticable that everyone should have
a railway near them. I admit it is desirable. It
would beavery nice thing if everyone was provided
with the benefits of a railway for the reason that
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they have to pay a share of the taxation. But
the question in this case is not what is desirable,
but what is practicable. All previous Ministers
and the department have admitted that it is
desirable to place the means of instruction at the
command of every child in the colony, but_the
question is whether it is altogether practicable to
do so. Suppose a marrled couple go twenty,
thirty, or forty miles away from a school and
by-and-by have children, it is pretty evident to
me that for some time at any rate they cannot
have a teacher provided by the State. So that
there are disabilities which it is impossible for
the State to altogether meet, and I am pre-
pared to show that even if we did attempt
the scheme propounded by the hon. member
we should even then be compelled to admit
that a great many children in the State were
not reached, I think the hon. member will
admit that the motion cannot possibly be carried
out so far as to enable all the children in the
colony to receive some education at the hands
of the State, any more than it is possible for
every child in the colony to have a technical
school in its immediate neighbourhood. How-
ever much we might wish it, we are bound to
admit that that is unp1a,ct10able The hon.
member himself showed one of the difficulties in
the way of his scheme, because, while he claims
that every child has a claim to educatlon, yet he
points out, that while there may be a school in
the dxstrlct, it may be ab such a_ distance as
to prevent certain children attending it, and
even if we provided schools f,hwughout the
colony at a distance of every six miles, we
should still be unable to provide for every child
in the colony. The hen. member says, with
regard to our land system, that we should adver-
tise, or inform the public, that if they go into
the back country their children will probably
receive no education at the hands of the State.
1 do not know that it is necessary to tell parents
that, because they know perfectly well that if
they go far away into the bush they are subjected
to a great many disabilities. But I observed
also that the hon. member said that when a
selector took up land a mumber of other people
followed after him—dam-makers, well-borers,
and fencers, I assume that he was referring to
grazing selection; and if that is so, then 1t is
quite practicable for those persons o obtain a
school for their children.

Mr., Story: Their occupation is not perma-
nent ; they would not stay there always.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
It seems to me to be another difficulty, and a
very serious one. Ido not know whether the hon.

member would expect the State to providc for
people who were ouly there twelve months; but
if those persons themselves made an application
to the department on the ground that they had
enough children to provide an average attend-
ance of twelve, we should not ask whether they
were likely to be permanent; but if they would
subscribe what is necessary under the regula-
tions, we should endeavour to satisfy their
requirements as fully as possible. Agnin, while
I sympathise with the hon. member’s motion,
and while I admit that persons living in the
bush have many disadvantages—I lived in the
bush myseif—and while I lived there I
taught my children as far as I could, though
I should have preferred sending them to
a State school—but admitting that there must
necessarily be many children throughout the
colony who are not educated in consequence
of the absence of a schcol or in cunsequence
of the inability or the indisposition of their
parents to teach them, there is another class
of children and a great number who are not
educated either who live near enough to school
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to attend, that is to say, ever in Brisbane,
doubtless in Townsville, doubtless in Charters
Towers, doubtless in \Idekay, there are some
children who are not educated.

Mr. Jack20N : There are 1,815 altogether,

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICLANDS:
There are 1,800 reported as existing in the colony
for whom the means of education are provided
more or less

Mr. McDoxNELL : Why don’t you put the
compulsory clauses into force?

Mr. McDonawb: They have the opportunity
of attending.

The SEORETARY FORPUBLICLANDS:
That does not affect the position in the slightest
as far as the State is concerned. Assummg that
education is what we believe it to be, a beneficial
influence, the question for the State is not how
the children don’t go to schocl, but the broad
fact that they do not or they do go. As to how
this happens that is a mere secondary thing. 1
am pointing vut that though the hon. member
shows, and shows with great clearness, that there
are a great many children who have not the
means of going to school, yet from his point of
view—and from my point of view as one who
believes in educ:tion being as universal as
possible—the evil to the State is equal in both
cases. If there are 100 who do not go to school
in the bush, because there are mno schools for
them, and if there are 100 who don’t go in
town because thelr parents won’t send them
or allow them to stop away, the evil to the
State would be about the same in both cases,
And I want to point out that the compulsory
clauses have not been put in force. Hon.
members will probably ask me how that is so,
and T can tell them that there are a good many
ditficulties in puttirg them in force. But I
say this—if any hon. member who represents a
constituency will come to me, and say, “I, repre-
senting that constituency, ask you that the
compulsory clauses shounld be pufin force, and
that the children no longer shall be permitted
to neglect the opportunities which the liberality
of the State and other people gives them”—if
any hon. member will come to me, and say, “I
represent that district, and I am responsible to
the people of that district, and I ask the Educa-
tion Department to put them in force,” I will
put them in force.

HoxNoUurRABLE MEMBERS ; Hear, hear !

Mr. McDonanp: You will have a dozen
applications next week,

The SKCRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS:
Whatever the enthusiasm which has been dis-
played for education, I have nevor until lately
heard any member of Parliament come to meand
say 1 want those compulsory clauses putin force;
I am responsible for that district, and I voicethe
opinions of the people of the district, So far I
say there hias been no monition of that kind.

My, Jacksox: It has just been mentioned
casually in debate.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS:
There has always been mention of them but
nothing further,

Mr. McDONNELL:
several times,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
I say that if hon. members desive something
done, if they will come to me while T retain that
office, T will put the clauses in force in any
district where it is recomrended by its repre-
sentative. The hon. member has said, very
wisely, T think, that it is no use coming to the
House with merely abstract questions, but he has
brought forward a scheme which he thinks will
go some way to solve the difficulties of the
question as measured by the Department of
Public Instruction.

Mr, S7oBY: I said the same in 1897,

It has been advocated
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I admit that ; T am not saying this in a critical
spirit ; T am pointing out that the hon. member
recognises that this is a practical question, and
he has given us a plan of his own which he thinks
will solve the difficulties with which it is sur-
mounted, I am not a convert at all to this
scheme, because I do not think that if we did
bring it into practice it would be at all succeus-
ful; it seems to me that even then some osher
hon, member will be able to come up and say
precisely what the hon. member says now—that
the Act would still require amending to enable
the children outside its 1“ﬂnenoe to receive
education. I do not believe that by agreeing to
paying #o much per head for their children you
will in the majority of cases have those children
educated ab all, and I shali proceed to show
hon. m:mbers

Mr. StorY : Then the blame would rest on the
parents.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I shall proceed to show the House why I have
arrived at that conclusion. In illustrating the
position the hon. member assumes that there isa
family fourteen or fifteen miles away from a
school, and that this family is provided in some
way with a schoolmaster or a schoolmistress, or
the parents teach the children. At a given time
an inspector comes to some town at no greab
distance, s2nd notifies that he is desirous of
examining any children who may be considered
by the parent to have received sufficient tuition.
He holds an examination, and certifies that since
the last time he made an examination those
children have made good progress. In this case,
which is a hypothetical case, there would be six
or seven children. The hon. member assunes
six or seven children, and that this would result
in the parent obtaining, provided there are seven
children, and all of them hive madegood progress,
and all of them were of schoolage—that in this case
there would be £24 10s, for the parent to receive
for the edncation of his children. This, T may
say, would not represent an average casz, 1f
there were seven children aud they were all at
school, I imagine that family would not number
less than twelve ; but even assuming that there
were seven children in a family of twelve, and
all those children had got certificates of having
made good progress, it might happen—and the
hon. member admits himself that some children
are clever and some children are not clever—
that some teachers are very active and very
successful, and others are not active or success-
ful, but whether the certificate was granted
would depend to some extent not on the amount
of instruction given, but on the amount of
natural ability the children possess, and it might
happen that even if the children had been
tanght twelve months, through no fault of the
parent and through no fault of the teacher,
the parent would recelve no allowance at all
for having taught them. The hon. member
assumes—and it seems to me an important
consideration—the hon. member assunies two
things, which do not seem to azree with one
another, e assumes that a parent cannot
afford to pronde a teacher. T

He assumes that
the parent is desirous of having his children
educated—a very natural assumption—and,

bope, a perfectly accurate one in the majority
of instances. Now I would ask, what kind of
teacher would you get if you had three children
to educate, and the sum you receive back from
the Stateis £3 10s. per anvum for each child, or
£10 10s. for the three? If any teacher was paid
£10 10s, per annum, hon‘ members opposite
would call it “sweating,” and I, as the Minister,
would never perinit the payment by the depart-
ment of such an excessively low salary, although
the teacher only bad fwo or three children #o
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teach. The hon. member assumes that the
parents cannot afford to pay a teachee; but,
under the scheme which he proposes, they will
have to find the teacher’s salary for twelve
months, at any rate, until they are repaid by
the department, The hon. member assumes that
there are seven children of school age in the
family—which would mean a total number of
children of about twelve, But could a teacher
be obtained for £24 10s, per annum ?

Mr. SToRY : I never meant you to understand
thiat that was to be the whole of the teacher’s
salary.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS:
Then all I can say is that this resolution will
never carry out what the hon. member desires.
It would still leave many children without
education. The hon. member admits that this
repayment by the department would not pay
for a teacher, even in a case where there were
seven children of school age, The hon. member
is therefore only dealing with those parents who
can afford to pay the cost of the education of
their seven children, and to pay the teacher
twelve months in advance of the repayment by
the State. In fact, if we adopted this resolu-
tion, it would fail to fulfil its object, inasmuch
aiit would not meet the case of poor parents at
all,

MEMBERS of the Opposition ; Hear, hear !

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICLANDS:
It is only applicable to tolerably well-off penple

—people who can afford to pay someone to edu-,

cate their children, and are content to receive
only a portion of the cost of that education
back, giving the State twelve months’ credit.
‘When we come to examine the resolution, we
tind that it would leave, I should say, four-hfths
of the children who at present receive no school-
ing still without schooling, and would only par-
tially relieve those parents in the bush who have
sufficient money to pay for the services of a
teacher, but whoprobably would do so atconsider-
able self-sacrifice. To the great bulk of those
who have been depicted by the hon, member as
going into the bush to make a living as stock-
riders, receiving small salaries, and baving large
families, T assert that this paltry repayment of
£3 10s. per head per annum would be practically
no assistance, because, according to the hon,
member’s own statement, those are the very
people who cannot afford to pay for a teacher,
and would be unable to pay a teacher for twelve
months in order that they might be repaid at
the end of that time. Of course, in the case of
a family of twelve, seven of whom are at school,
£310s. a-head wouldbe an appreciablesum—asum
which might pay half the teacher’s salary : but it
would not pay more than half. But what are
we to do with parents who do not indulge in
such a wild luxuriance of multiplication as to
have twelve children, seven of whom are at
school? Suppose we take the average family :
According to the statistics of the colony, the
average family is five. °

Mr. KERR: A very fair average, too.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS:
I think so, too. In all probability, three of
those five would be of school age. Even sup-
posing all three make sufficient progress to
justify the State paying £3 10s. for each of them,
will that anything like pay for their education?
‘While I give the hon. member every credit for
his good intentions and for his ingenuity in
putting forth this schewe, yet I assert, with
very much regret, that it will not do what he
desires, and it will not remove the difficulties
which the department acknowledges now exist.
The great proportion cf children who are now
not near any State school will still remain with-
out the advantages of education. We have more
to hope for from closer, settlement and a better
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means of communication than from any scheme
of this kind, There are not so many places in
Queensland where families are so completely
isolated that there are no other families within
miles.

Mr. STorY : That sort of population stretches
for hundreds of miles out West.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICLANDS:
The pzople who go out West, in many cases, are
single people. Doubtless they get married, but
a great many of those people actually come in
and settle near other people who have families,
I have heard the hon. member say this himself,
and I know it is so. They come and settle in
places where there are other families in order to
overcome this difficulty, I have pointed out—
and { think I am entitled to do so—that, so far
as I can judge, even if we carry this scheme into
effect, and repay the people who are able to pay
a teacher a small portion—and it will only be a
very small portion—of their outlay, we will leave
nine out of ten of those children who are now
without education—a fact that the hon. member
deplores, and so do I—still outside the scope of
our educational system, and therefore this
scheme does not fuifil the promises which were
contained in the hon. member’s address. The
average family in France is one child. Now,
I will ask hon. members how far £3 10s. a year
will go to pay for the education of one child?
It scems to me that if parents are placed in

the position that they are not able to

[5 p.m.] pay for the education of their chil-

dren, their receiving £3 10s. a year
if they have one child, or £7 a year if they have
two, will not enable them to do so. Therefore
this scheme cannot possibly be submitted to this
House as an expedient which will at all meet the
difficulties of the case. I do not think it will do
very much more than is done at present, while it
will introduce a very embarrassing element into
our political system., There is one objection,
It may, perhaps, be a minor objection. Itis an
objeetion that I would not urge if I could see
that this rule—that we should pay parents £3
10s. a year if their children pass the examina-
tion, could be generally availed of, But thereis
certainly this objection : That even if thisscheme
were successful, as the hon. member hopes—I do
not admit it will be—it will delay the creation
of State schools and provisional schoolsin a great
many places. People will notendeavour to do
what they are doing now-—come to a township to
live. Carriers will not dowhatthey do now-——make
their camp at a place where they can all come
together and have a State school. Instead of
children coming to school, and meeting one
another, and learning discipline, and improving
their knowledge of social life, which is of the
greatest advantage to them subsequently—in-
stead of this occurring as much as it does now,
there will be less of this State school education,
and the education that will take place will be
the education of families—isolated families—
where that social action and interaction, which
is one of the greatest benefits of school life, will
occur. It will delay, even assuming it to be
successful, the erection of State and provisional
schools. The hon. member thinks it will be a
great saving to the State in this way—that no
books will be required.

Mr. Story : Oh, no!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS:
That, at any rate, they will want no buildings,
no repairs, and so on. If you are going to get a
schoolroom and get a teacher, you must provide
accommodation for the teacher whether the State
does it or not, and it seems to me that in the
long run we are quite as certain to have applica-
tions from the poor parents_for a better school-
room, as we find we have had from the provisional
schopls, When the provisional schools were
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established, the idea which was entertained by
the House was that there were many districts in
which a small number of children could be
obtained—between twelve and thirty—and in
these places, if the State found the teacher the
parents would find the school. That was the
plan which was adopted. As time rolled on it
was found, first of all, necessary to provide for
the teacher. The people then said, ““ We will
find the schoolroom rather than that our ¢hildren
should be deprived of the benefits of educa-
tion ; but you cannot expect us to find room
for the teacher for our few children.” As time
went on, parents raturally thought they should
get more assistance from the State, and have
the schoolroom paid for to the same extent
by the State as State schools; and the repairs
are now going to be carried cut by the State. I
do not urge this as any great difficulty. I only
urge it as a criticism.  But it seems to me that
if the hon. member expects to satisfy people in
this way he disregards the experience of the past,
becauss we find it has broken down in provisional
schools. I submit that if it were shown that
mauny families would be able under this system
to educate their children who do not have them
educated now because they are in the bush and
their means will not allow them to put upa
sufficiently good room to accommodate the
teacher and the children—that if it could be
shown that this system which has been so
eloquently proposed by the hon. gentleman
would include in our educational system children
in the bush who are now outside the benefits
of that system, that objection would still be
valid. It seems to me that whatever may
be the position of parents, their natural affec-
tion for their children will impel them o
endeavour to get the difficulties which now exist
removed, and that they will call on the State
—that is on other persons—to contribute to
remove any disabilities that they may suffer
from. 'The hon. member, in order to illustrate
this matter, told us that, in company with the
Secretary for Railways, he had passed over
many hundred miles of country, which he said
was taken up or settled, and in which he did not
see a school from one end to the other, It does
not follow that no instruction was given. I
know places in the bush were you cannot see a
sehool, but the children are—

Mr. Story: There were no schools where I
stated.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
There may be no schools, but it does not neces-
sarily follow because there are no schoels that
the children are not instructed.

Mr, STorY : Not by the State.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I may point out that if we adopted this system,
and every parent was able to teach his or her
own children, and was able to employ a teacher
—if teaching wus conducted in the houses of
citizens of the West, it is quite clear there would
not be any schools. Then the hon. gentleman
said that on that journey he saw one selector, or
settler, and he told him, “The Government
should help us unfortunates to teach our
children.” 'This setiler also told him that they
had such bad seasons that he could not afford a
teacher. I would point out that this system
would not meet such a case as that at all.” If a
manhas a family, and has been very unfortunats—
and Lam sorry to say very many have been so
unfortunate as to bave bad seasons—and cannos
afford a teacher, he will not be relieved by this
scheme. If a settler has a bad season, I can
understand he cannot afford to pay a teacher £30
a-year—and I can understand that that will be the
irreducible minimum-—cr £60 a year. How can
a person who has had no returns from his stock
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or from his cultivation afferd to employ a teacher
at all ? Even although the Government nomi-
nally says, ‘“ If you teach your children we will
repay you the money,” such an offer is a mere
mockery. It seems to me it is adding insult to
neglect. You tell him to do something which
untoward circums*ances prevent him from doing.
How can an unfortunate selector who has had
bad seasons afford to pay a teacher £30 or £80 a
year? The better-off selector—the squatter
probably -may be able to have his children
taught. He may be able to gat suflicient accom-
modation from the Lank to carry him on for,
at any rate, a year or two, and pay this £30
or £60 a year, which the State will very
handsomely and liberally return to him. But
the other person—the particular person the
hon, member seems to bedesirous of assisting, and
whom, I am sure, we are all desirous of agsisting
as far as we can—is the precise person who, if
this scheme was adopted, would receive no
benefit. Whatever the hon, member may think
of his scheme—and T am quite sure he would not
have brought it forward had he not honestly
believed that it would enable the department to
do more than it is doing at present in the direc-
tion he indicates—I venture to say that it would
not be effective, and I also venture to say that it
would create a great deal of annoyance, and that
we should find it described as a sop to the rich,
and not an assistance to the pcor. The depart-
ment, in providing, as they hsave done, that
“groups of six children shall be instructed at the
expense of the State, and in bringing down, as
they have done, the number of children to
be instructed by one teacher to less than
twelve, have done all that it is practicable
to do, and have also done not only as much but
more than is done in the other colonies. We
have erred on the side of liberality and generosity,
if we have erred at all. The officers permanently
connected with the department are exceedingly
zenlous, and exceedingly desirous of pushing
the advantages of education as far as practicable,
and beyond that I venture to say we cannot go,
however much the hon. member mezy desire it.
I really must say that while I admire the
enthusiasm of the hon. member who has hrought
forward this motion, and while I give him credit
for the most laudable intentions, he has not, so
far as ¥ can judge, presented in his scheme any
plan which will enable the department to go
further than they have gone already, Ionly wish
that the plan was such as would enable me to say
that by carrying it out we could have every child
in the State instructed. I only regret that it
dees not offer any hope in that direction. I
believe that if we adopted the scheme he sug-
gests we should give sertous aanoyance to some
people, and that in a year or two some hon.
members opposite would express their very great
dissatisfaction that certuin persons got all the
advantages of our educational system, and that
those who ane probably most in need of assistance
got none. I do not think the plan suggested
would meet whatever difficulties at present
exist.

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders) : I have listened
to the hon. gentleman very attentively for a
considerable time, and I can come to no other
conclusion than that he has very little sympathy
with the proposal to give these children any
education at all. The whole of the hon. gentle-
man’s spesch seems to me to have been mude
simply to kill tine,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaxDs: What is
yours for?

My, McDONALD : I will not be long, and I
am not speaking to kill time.

The SECRETARY FoR PunLic Lanps: I do not
think it is fair to make that statement.
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Mr, McDONALD : Thehon, gentleman intro-
duced into this discussion a large amount of
foreign matter which has no inferest in this
debate.

The Howr SEcrETARY: You make a great
mistake.

Mr., McDONALD: The hon. gentleman in
one particular case drew a comparison between
the number of children in a family in France
and in Queensland. Whst analogy is there in
that comparison? Simply noune. Whether the
hon. gentleman accepts the scheme proposed by
the hon. wember for Balonne or not, there is this
to be said : that he has admitted that under it
probably one-fifth of the children who are now
receiving no education would be educated.
Therefore, on the hon. gentleman’s own showing
it is worth while to put the sugzested scheme
into practice. We are told that there some 1,815
children about the city whe are not being
educated at the present time. Whose fault is
that ? It is the fault of the department, because
they do not put the compulsory provisions of
the Education Act into force. But the hon.
gentleman turns round and wants to throw the
respousibility on members of Parliament who
represent certain districts for not asking him to
put those provisions into force.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIc LaNDs : They will
have very little effect when they are enforced,

Mr. McDONALD : What is the hon. gentle-
man in that position for? Why should he wait
to be asked to put thuse clauses into force?

Mr. Frsggr: I ask it now for Gympie.

Mr. McDONALD : T ask it for Flinders,

Mr. Carran: AndT ask it for Mount Morgan.

Mr. McDONALD : I told the hon. gentleman
at the time that a number of members would
be sending in applications to have the clauses
enforced in their districts. Now, three members
have asked it in this Chamber, and I believe that
next week he will have nearly every member of
Parliament making the same request.

The SECcrETARY FOR PUBLIC LanDs: Tam very
glad to hear it personally.

Mr. McDONALD : The hon. gentleman has
attempted all through to show that the scheme
of the hon. member for Balonne is impracticable.,
1 take a different view of the matter altogether.
‘When trying to show that the scheme isimpractic-
able the hon. gentleman said if there were seven
children in a family, and two passed the neces-
sary examination, the subsidy coming from the
State would be £7, and that you could not get a
tutor or teacher for £7. The hon. member for
Balonne did not suggest anything of the kind.
As I understand his scheme it is this: thatif any
selector, or any other person living in anisolated
centre, desiresto have his children educated, and
other persons within easy distance of that selector
also desire to have their children educated, they
may assist to pay . the teacher, and that for all
children who pass the standard examination they
should receive the subsidy mentioned by the
hon. member, that subsidy to go towards paying
the salary of the governess or teacher. The hon.
gentleman then went on to argue that the whole
thing would be unsuccessful. If it was unsue-
cessful the department would lose nothing by it,
while if it was successful it wonld be a great boon
to many families in the outlying distriets. The
hon. gentleman admits that it is an intolerable
state of affairs that a number of children in the
back country receiva no education, and the fact
that this motion was passed on the previous
occasion on the voices shows that every member
of the Iouse is desirous that some provision
should be made to get those children educated.

ot, since the motion was passed—that is two
years ago—the Minister has done nothing to
solve the difficulty. The hon. member for
Balonne, however, has submitted a scheme for
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dealing with the matter. So far as I can
understand the scheme submitted by the hon.
member for Balonne, it is not only practicable,
but feasible, and even according to the show-
ing of the Secretary for Lands himself, at least
one-fifth of the children who are not educated
at the present time would be educated under
that scheme. Anothur argument the hon,
gentleman advanced was that becausze all the
children would not be educated under this
scheme it would not be a good thing to introduce
it, as it would be the means of only a certain
section being educated. Hven supposing that is
so, I remember that there was another very
important educational movement introduced into
this Assembly about a year ago for the establish-
ment of a university, Last year a Bill was intro-
duced for this purpose, and we have had another
introduced this year, Speaking onthe University
Bill last year, the present Secretary for Lands
said, with respect to an objection taken that it
was more desirable to try to give all a primary
education than to give a section higher educa-
tion, the hon. gentleman said it was no
argument against what all admitted as a neces-
sary thing that all could not take advantage
of it, and he went on fo show how utterly
impossible it was that all children could take
advantage of it. We grant that, but when the
hon. gentleman tells us that that is no argument
why we should not have a university, I say that
it is admitted that the scheme proposed by the
hon. member for Balonne will result in a certain
number of children being edueated who cannot
now get an education, and it is no argument
against the scheme to say that all cannot be
educated under it. I can give a case as an
illustration that covers the ground stated by the
hon. member for Balonne in introducing this
motion, I know of a place in Queensland where
a man employed at a mail stage left a good billet
there to come into town to take up a very
inferior billet that he might be able to give his
children an education. If this scheme were in
force there is a station not far away, and the
people there would probably be prepared {o get
a governess for their two or three children,
and as there was no great distance between
the two places, the children of the man at the
mail stage could have gone there, and seven or
eight children could thus have been educated,
and if they passed the necessary standard the
Government subsidy under this scheme could be
gained, and under such circumstances it would
have been better for this man to have retained
his good billet if he could get his children
educated in this manner, and the difference
between the wages he would get there and the
wages he got in the town would have met his
contribution to the tutor’s salary. I dare say
that if I started to look for cases I could find a
number of similar cases. That is only one that
occurs to me at the moment. I say the hon.
member for Balonne is to be commended for the
action he has taken in this matter, for the
thought he has given to it, and for the scheme
he has brought down, The hon. gentleman has
certainly shown that under that scheme it is
probable that a certain number of children will
be educated who are not being educated now, and
I for one will certainly vote in favour of the hon.
gentleman’s motion,

Mr. SMITH : I think it is desirable that we
should do all that we can for education, and
all that we can to provide a means of education
for the children of people in remote parts of the
colony, where the population is very much
scattered. T think the motion is worthy of very
careful consideration by the department. They
should, I think, consider whether something in
that direction could not be done, and whether,
if it cannot be done exactly on the lines laid
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down by the hon. member, some modification of
his plan might be adopted, and a trial given to
i, to test whether it can be worked or not. To
alter the present education system 1is a question
which would deserve very serious consideration.
The people are not desirous of doing away with
or interfering in any way with the system of
education at present adopted throughout the
colony, Any interference with it would give
rise to & great deal of argument and contention,
and I doubt very much whether it would be
beneficial in so far as education, which we desire
to see sown broadeast throughout the colony,
is concerned. I really think some moditi-
cation of the system proposed by the hon.
mewmber for Balonne might be adopted whereby
people in parts of the colony remote from
centres of population should be entitled to
receive some compensation from the State for
the expense they are necessarily put to in giving
an education to their children. As the hon.
member for Balonne has pointed out, it is an
advantage not only to each family that they
should be educated, but it is an advantage to the
people of the colony as a whole. The more the
people are educated the better it is from a
national point of view for the colony as a whole,
and I therefore think the proposal made by the
hon. member is well worthy of consideration.
With regard to the compulsory clauses of the
Education Act, the Minister says he is willing
to enforce the compulsory clauses in any hon,
member’s electorate if he desires it. I madea
request of the kind in 1891, T have alwaysbeen
in favour of having the compulsory clauses put
into_force, because I believe it would be a very
good think for the colony. There are a great
many young larriking growing up in ignorance,
who, if they had an education, might become
better citizens. I quote from page 1570 of
Hansard for 1891, when Mr. Hodgkinson was
Secretary for Public Instruction., I was speak-
ing on the subject of enforcing the compulsory
clauses, and this is what occurred—

As soon as the funds at his disposal wounld enable
the hon, gentleman to do so, it wowld be well if he
would endeavour to enforce the compulsory clauses of
the Act. He (Mr. Smith) knew that a great number of
young people were going about without the advantages
which a sehool provided, solely because they were not
looked affer. In the pneighbouring colony of New
South Wales they had what were called attendance
inspectors.

The SECRETARY FOR PUsLIc InsTRUCIION: Our average
attendance is higher than that of any of the other
colonies.

Mr. SMITH said those inspectors were appointed
specially~—

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: They have
been a failure.

Mr. SMITH said he did not know how they had been
a failure. He was speaking to one of those inspectors
the other day, and he told him that the system was
working remarkably well.

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Of course he would.

Mr. SMITH said the gentleman to whom he was
speaking gave him figures, but he (Mr. Smith) had not
them with him just then. He was informed that the
system was working adwmirably. These who had the
guardianship of boys whe were vot attending school
were brought up before a magistrate, and for a firsy
ofience a nominal fine was imposed. If they were
brought up a second time the fine was inereased, and so
on, until the boys were compelled to attend school,

Towards the close of that debate, after the hon.
member for Maryborough, Mr.
[6°80 p.m.] Annear, had stated that he was
instructed by a certain society in
Brisbane to ask that the compulsory clauses
should be enforced, the then Secretary for Public
Instruction said it was not the intention of the
Government to take any steps with that view at
present, and he proceeded to give his reasons—
Tn the first place, it was impossible to work with any
degree of success in the present condition of the
colony, as they required funds for such a purpose—a
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very large sum would be required. In the second
place, there was not by any means a consensus of
opinion with regard to the subject, and many people
had a great dislike to the enforcing of the compulsory
clauses ; and, in the third place, the experience of
Syduey was decidediy against the enforcement of those
clauses. According to the latest statisties in New
South Wales, where the compulsory systein was in force
the attendance was only 57'81 per cent. of the total
number of children, In South Australia it was 63:07
per cent., in Victoria it was 64168 per cent., and in
Queensland, where there was not compulsory educa-
tion, 641 per cent.; so that Queensiand had the highest
percentage except Victoria, and the difference between
the two was infinitesimal.

I desire to call the attention of the present Sec-
retary for Public Instruction to what his pre-
decessor stated on that occasion. I certainly
thought that if the numbers of children who
were idling about the streets were compelled to
attend school it would be a great deal better for
themselves and for the colony; and I think so
still, notwithstanding the statistics that were
then brought forward. T hope the hon. gentle-
man will adopt the system, which he says he is
inclined to do.

The SECRETARY FoR PuBLIC LANDS: Where
there is school accommodation, of course.

Mr. SMITH : And I trust that where there
is not school accommodation it will be provided.
This question of education is a most important
one. Although we hear it said that an educated
scoundrel is a great deal worse than one who is
not educated so highly, still the education of the
people, looking at the matter in its widest aspect,
is one of the greatest boons the colony can
possibly enjoy. 1 hope the compulsory clanges
will be enforced as suggested, and I hope also
that something will be done towards assisting
the hon, member for Balonne in the very praise-
worthy object he has in view-—that of reaching,
by our education system, the people who reside
in very outlying portions of the colony.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G.
Foxton, Carnarvon): I hope I shall not be
accused of wasting time, and trying to talk this
matter out. I am certain the hon. member for
Balonne will not credit or discredit me with
any such intention, and I certainly value his
opinion upon this subject very much more than
I do the opinion of hon. members opposite who
are 50 ready to insinuate that my hon. colleague,
the Secretary for Public Liands, merely talked for
that purpose.

Mr. McDowatp: You were asleep; you do
not know what he was talking about.

The HOME SECRETARY : I heard all he
said, and all that the hon. member said, and
certainly the address of the hon. member was
not nearly so interesting as that which fell from
the Minister he criticised. I cannot help saying
that it is a curious fact—

Mr. McDowNaLD : Lookat the time.

The HOME SECRETARY : I am aware of
the time, and I am not going to occupy the
House long; but the interjections of the hon.
member will not induce me to sit down any
sooner. AsT was saying, it is a curious fact that
whenever anyone rises on private members’
day to criticise a question in a manuner which is
not strictly in accordance with the views of hon.
members opposite, they at once accuse him of
speaking for the purpose of wasting time, 1t is
about time we had a stop put to that. It is
another illustration of the absolute intolerance
of hon. members opposite to anything that does
not fall in with their view, and it shows what
they would do if they had an opportunity of
ruling this country.

Mr., Kipston: It could not be worse ruled
than it is by the present Government.
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The HOME SECRETARY : When the other
side come into power the people will have an
opportunity of seeing how utterly badly the
country can be governed. As I said, I do not
want to waste time,

Mr. McDoraLp : Youare wasting it now.

The HOME SECRETARY : I am privileged
to reply to the insulting remarks the hon.
member for Flinders addressed to the Secretary
for Public Lands, and it is his interjections that
are delaying me in my speech. The hon. member
twitted the Secretary for Public Lands with
having delivered a long essay with nothing in it,
and which was altogether beside the question,
and that it was done for the purpose of wasting
time. In my opinion it was a highly interesting
speech, and I am sorry I am not in a position to
deliver an equally interesting one. But there
are one or two points in connection with the
question to which T desire to call attention.
1t is a fact that much has been done with
regard to education generally in the colony
since the hon. gentleman tabled his motion
on the previous occasion; and although per-
haps it does not bear directly on the pomt
the hon, member for Balonne wishes to make,
still it does indirectly, The Government now
contribute four-fifths instead of one-half to pro-
visional schools in outlying districts. I myself,
in my own constituency, have had a striking
illustration presented to me of the great benefit
which that has already conferred upon strug-
gling selectors in the outlying districts., I do
not say it is so far-reaching in its effects as the
hon, member would, perhaps, desire, but that it
has had a distinctly beneficial effect I do not
hesitate to say. There is one phase of the
question which has not, perhaps, been so fully
realised by the hon. member, as I have had an
opportunity of realising myself, that is with
reference to half-time schools. I will give a
concrete instance. In an outlying portion of my
constituency there were two families. In fact,
there are rather more ; there were two selectors’
homesteads, and there were more children than
those of the selectors, because there were one or
two who were the children of a man who was
employed by the selector himself. Atall events,
between these two centres they were able to make
up twelve children. They were a considerable
distance apart, and of eourse it was impossible
toget a provisional school. What was done was
this: A competent young lady was chosen by
the department, she was sent to these places,
and the half-time school was established. She
taught week and week about at these two
selectors’ houses. And they had this advantage,
that owing to what we somewhat erroneously
term ‘‘ our system of free education "—becanse
we all pay for it—there was no objection to this
young lady teaching music and singing out-
side of school hours. That was a matter
of arrangement between themselves, because
music cannot be taught in the school hours, it is
not in the curriculum. This wen$ on for some
time, with very satisfactory results, and all that
was necessary to be done was that each selector
should provide for the teacher some means of
locomotion at the end of the week, from his
house to the house of the other selector, which
was some considerable distance away—whether
by riding or driving—and that worked un-
commonly well. But in course of time this
happened : Other selectors with children came
and intervened, and an application was made by
them for a provisional school, and it so
happened that the teacher had left for some
reason that I am not aware of—but I know
there was no complaint against her—at any
rate she had left during the time the
application was made, and these two selectors
were notified that the half-time school must
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cease and they would have to throw in their lot
with the provisional school and send their chil-
dren to it, although it was some considerable
distance away—midway between the two selec-
tions. And they were compelled to throw in
their lot with the proposed provisional school.
There was a desire—and it was only a natural
desire—on the part of these two selectors not to
do so, because they felt that they had greater
advantages under the half-time school system
when the teacher was’ domiciled in their re-
speetive homes.  They considered they had
greater advantages under that system than
under the system which would compel their
children to travel a considerable distance every
morning to attend the provisional school, The
department naturally tookthe view—and I think
very properly—-that these two selectors should
throw in their lot with the provisional school.
The disinclination on the part of these two
selectors to do this indicates a rather dangerous
tendency which the proposition of the hon.
member for Balonne has—a tendency to limit
the number of schools. Of course 1t will be
to the interests of those people to endeavour
to continue the advantages of the isolated
system which they have, and not to throw in
their lot with the provisional schools that may
be established.

Mr., Leany : That is not in the motion.

The HOME SECRETARY : T am referring
to the speech of the hon, member for Balonne,
Perhaps the hon. member for Bulloo was not in
the Chamber when that speech was delivered.
I was spesking on what the hon. member for
Balonne brought forward in support of his
scheme,

Mr. KERR : The department could step in.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes; that is so.
I believe there will be a certain amount of
danger under the present system, the moment
you begin to give rewards in the shape of pay-
ment by results alone. In the case [ refer to
the only test there was, was that the children
should be of school age n order to attend
the half-time school. In that case the selec-
tors were not so far apart that it was impos-
sible for the children to be driven five or six
miles to an established provisional school. But
still that was a considerable tax upon them,
But in the case of half-time schools it is not
too much for a teacher—male or female—to be
driven fifty or sixty miles at the end of a
week, as long as the conveyance is convenient
and comfortable, The system seems to me to
be capable of beinglargely availed of, and I think
there is ample provision for placing the advan-
tages under the present system within the reach
of children who are located in the sparsely settled
districts of the colony. If it is desired to make
the advantages more extensive, it can easily
be done, with great advantage and at no
great increased cost, by reducing the number
of children required to establish a half-
time school. In ‘the case I refer to
the required number was twelve, but under
exceptional circumstances it might be possible to
reduce the number tu eight-—four in each family,
which is 25 per cent. less than the average of
families. Under these circumstances, I hold
that the present system should be continued
with tenacity, and that it will serve the out-
lying districts in every way. I do not think the
people take advantage of the present half-time
system to the extent they should. Thatis all I
have to say on this matter, but I do believe that
a further reduction of the numbers with respect
to half-time schools would be preferable to what
the hon, member has foreshadowed in his speech.

Mr. LEAHY : Are you going to divide on this
question ? :
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The HOME SECRETARY : T trust I shall
not be accused of wasting time. I have not been
able to do the same justice to the matter as the
Secretary for Lands has dove ; but as I represent
a constituency very approximate to that re-
presented by the hon. member for Balonne, I
cannot he accused of wasting time, and I think
I was justified in saying what I have said.

Mr. LEAHY (Bulloo): I would have liked to
have spoken on this question had T been earlier
in the Chamber. I do not intend to discuss the
matter except to say that I should like the
motion to be carried in such a form thatit would
have some practical effect. This motion does
not commit Parliament or the country to
anything.

The HomE SEcRETARY: Either this scheme or
the one I suggested could be adopted.

Mr. LEARY : But neither scheme is in the
resolution now before the House.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC LANDS: The
passing of this motion would simply be the
expression of a pious opinion.

Mr., LEAHY : Exactly; it is not nearly so
powerful as a deliberate expression of opinion
delivered by the House on a conerete motien.
There is no doubt that some definite scheme for
the education of the bush children is badly
wanted, and what we have to consider is how
we can arvive at the best results in the least
expensive manner. I admit that the Govern-
ment have been fairly liberal in the establish-
ment of provisional schools, and then there is
the alternate-week system mentioned by the
Home Secretary.

The HoME SECRETARY: That has been in
existence all along.

Mr. LEAHY : Yes; but it might be extended
with advantage, althongh I donot think it would
entirely meet the case as put forward by the hon.
member for Balonne, Under it a great many
children would still be half their time without
any education at all. Now, the people living in
the bush ave the pioneers of the country; they
are some of the best people we have, and are
entitled to as much consideration as any other
clags, Indeed, in my opinion, they are entitled
to more, because the children of these people
have to start life at a very early age— perhaps
twelve or fourteen—and are only sent to school
for two or three years altogether. I think, when
that is the case, they are certainly entitled to
spend the whole of those few years at school,
although the half-time system would be infinitely
better than not providing them with any educa-
tion at all.

The HoumE SECRETARY: It works very well,
They get a great deal more than half the educa-
tion they would get at a full-time school,

Mr. LEAHY : Yes, I believe they do. Tam
at all events entirely in accord with the hon.
member for Balonne, that the system to be of any
use must be stretched a great deal further than
anything we have in force at the present time.

Mr, STORY, in reply, said: I wished very
much to have the debate adjourned becauss
there are some members on the other side who
have a very intimate knowledge of the bush and
its requirements who, I am sure, would wish to
speak.

Mr. Fisurr: I will move the adjournment
for you.

Mr. STORY : If I thought that any other
member present desired to speak I should be
only too glad to sit down. I consider that we
have had a most interesting and valuable dis-
cussion this afternoon. The speech of the Secre-
tary for Public Lands was very instructive,
because it was quite necessary that we should
see the objections as well as the advantages of
such a system as I propose, Between dis-
cussing the two I am absolutely sure we shall
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arrivs at some method which will be satisfactory
to all parties—either that proposed by myself or
some of the other schemes that have been
suggested,

Mr. LrarY: It does not matter whose it is
if we can get it,

Mr. FISHER (Gympie) moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate,

Question put and passed ; and the resumption
of the debate made an order of the day for
Thursday, 30th November.

ENTERTAINMENT OF VISITORS.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont), in moving—

That there be laid upon the table of the House a full
and detailed account of the various disbursemenuts
connected with the entertaimment of visitors during
the twelve months commencing 1st July, 189, and
ending 30th June, 1899—
said : I move this motion because recently it
was said by the Premier, in answer to a question,
that the amount on the Estimates for the enter-
tainment of visitors was one of the votes which
had already been passed, and that last year the
money was spent in the entertainment of the
Admiral, certain  woolbuyers who came to
Brisbane for purely commercial and business
reasons, and Mr, Lindon Bates, who came here
as a business ageni for the purpose of selling to
the Government of Queensland certain dredges.
I think, as the amount expended iz so large, and
is used in the entertainment of persons who
come here for purely business purposes, the
matter should be carefully watched, and the
public informed of the various items of expendi-
ture, in order that this matter may not grow into
a grave abuse. I donotsee that any harm can be
done by presenting a return of this character, so
that the House and the country may be able to
form some opinion as to whether the expenditure
is justifiable or otherwise. I donot know myself
what claim these visitors have upon the public
funds. I do not know why Lindon Bates
should be specially selected as a fit object for
the expenditure of public money. I do not know
why woolbuyers who come here for speculative
reasons, for the purpose of making money and
building up fortunes, should be entertained at
the expensa of the people of Queensland, I have
been told repeatedly that there is no money avail-
able for necessary public works in my electorate.
In my own district we aresuffering from wretched
roads and from the disgraceful state of the water
supply and school buildings. No money can be
found in the Treasury to expend upon these
necessities, and yet smple funds appear to be at
the disposal of the Government for the purpose
of entertaining persons who come here to make
fortunes, I move the motion standing in my
name,

At 7 Oclock the House, in accordance with
Sessional Order, proceeded with Qovernment
business.

SUPPLY.
RESUMPTION oF COMMITTEE.
GOVERNMENT PRINTING.,

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon.dJ. F. G.
Foxton, Carnarvon) moved that £42,088 be
granted for Government printing, ete. There
was a large increase in the vote. The net
increase for salaries was £1,940, and the net
increase for contingencies £7,500, making a total
net increase of £9,440. The increases to salaries
were Government Printer £100, clerk—new
appointment—£100, assistant computer £130,
readers and so on, £1,333 ; also a sum of £600 being
theanticipated increase required on account of the
re-classification of officers of this department in
accordance with the recommendations of the
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Royal Commission. This £600 was merely a
rough estimate of what would be required on
that account. Then there was an increase
of £16 and another of £20 for two officers.
Altogether the increases in salaries amounted to
£2,298, aguinst which there was a decrease of one
clerk, £165, transferred to the (Government
Advertising Bourd ; engraver and electrotyper,
£188, retired ; making a decrease of £333; and
deducting that from £2,293 the net increase was
£1,940, Then under the head of contingencies
the amount voted last year was £12,000, and
this year the amcunt asked for was £19,500,
making the increase of £7,500 to which he had
referred. That was made up of an increase of
£1,500 in the amount required for eatra hands
and overtime, the vote last year being insufficient,
and £6,000 in the amount required for paper,
machines, type, and incidentals, for the sams
reason. Most of those increases, it would be
seen by those hon, members who had read the
report of the Royal Commission, were the
result of recommendations by that commission.

Mr. McDoxALD : What about this increase to
the Government Printer?

The HOME SHCRETARY: He did not
know that he was committing any breach of con-
fidence—he understood that it was not given
to him in confidence by a member of the com-
mission—in saying that the increase was recom-
mended for the Government Priuter, on the
understanding—possibly a tacit understanding,
pussibly also a misunderstanding, on the part of
that member and perhaps other members of the
commission—thas he would retire on receiving
this increase of £100. That he was assured by
one member of the commission at all events, if
not more—that he was an old public servant,
that he had done very good work, and they
thought-—at all events his informant felt pretty
certain—that Mr. Gregory would retire upon
this increase being pliced on the Bstimabes.
From conversations he had had with the Govern-
ment Printer since then, it seemed that he had
been at cross purposes—he could put it in no
other way--with the member of the commission
who had spoken to him about the matter, because
he onderstood from the Government Printer
that he had no intention of ratiring.

Mr. Grassey : Why should the Government
Printer retire? He is a very vigorous man, and
a very excellent man.

The HOME SECRETARY : He was a very
excellent man, but there was no doubt that he
was considerably at variance with the various
members of the Royal Commission as to the
methods which should be adopted in the Govern-
ment Printirg Office. As a matter of fact, as
matters stood this increase was no increase
at all except in name, because it would be
remembered that the Government Printer
occupied a house which under last year’s
Estimates was valued at £100 a year, but which
he had to vacate about the beginning of July
last in order that it might be removed because
it occupied a portion of the site of the new Lands
Office,

Mr. McDoxALD : It makes a difference in his
retiring allowancs ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Xxactly; and
presumably the idea of the member of the com-
mission who mentioned the matter to him was
that it would be an inducement to Mr, Gregory
to retire, DBut the members of the commission
seemed to have altogether overlooked the fact
that he would have to draw the increased salary
for three years to receive the full benefit of it in
his retiring allowance. Sofar as his emoluments
were concerned, Mr, Gregory had represented to
him that it was rather a loss to him to receive
the additional £100 a year in lieu of his late
residence, inasmuch as he was now occupying a
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house of his own for which he had previously
received a considerable rental. He did not
know whether it was the whole £100, but there
were other incidentals connected with it which
brought the loss of the house up to more than the
£100 increase in salary. He should be very glad
to give any furtherinformation, as he had merely
given a summary of the various facts, and, so far
as he had been able to gauge them, the reasons of
the commission for recommending them.

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers) thought
they should have fuller information than the
hon, gentleman had given them about the pro-
posed increase to the Government Printer, If
he understood the hon. gentleman correctly, he
said thut the increase was recommended by the
Printing Commission on the understanding that
Mr, Gregory would retire.

The HoME SsECRETARY : That was the statement
one member of the commission made to me.
He made that statement before I had actually
seen the report.

Mr. DAWSON : What they wanted to know
was what the hon. gentleman was prepared to
do, as head of the department? It was not a
matter of the opinion of any individual member
of the commission, Was the hon. gentleman
recommending this increase of salary as a wise
thing from the departmental point of view?
The point was in referemce to the retiring
allowance. In the first place, the hon. gentle-
man said that it was recommended by one mem-
ber of the cormmission.

Mr. SreEpHENSON : It was the unanimous
recommendation of the commission.

Mr., SMITH: It is in the report of the com-
mission,

Mr. DAWSON : Then it was unanimously
recommended by the commission that Mr.
Gregory should receive this increase, and the
Home Secretary aceepted that recommendation
—for what reason? In order that Mr. Gregory’s
retiring allowance might be larger.

The Houe SEcRETARY ¢ I did not say so.

Mr. DAWSON : The fact remained that the
retiring allowance would be larger owing to that
increase in salary. Before they were called
upon to pass a vote, they should be given all the
information in the possession of the Minister,
and, as far as they could glean them, the motives
that operated with him when he proposed to
increase a salavy. Another point was that the
hon. gentleman said that the Government
Printer was at variance with the other officers
of the departiment. .

The HoME SECRETARY : No, you are not fair,

Mr. STEPHENSON : At variance with the
commission, A

Mr. DAWSON : Well, with the commission,
‘What did the hon, gentleman mean by that?
Did he mean that the present Government
Printer was not a competent man ? If he meant
that, it was no reason why his salary shou}d be
incereased and he should be allowed to retire om
an increased salary. If, on the other hand, he
was a comypetent man, then the recommendation
of the commission against bim should not
operate at all, and he should be entitled to_hold
his position. They were entitled to more infor-
mation as to the reasons for the increase.

* The HOME SECRETARY: Other hon,
members appeared to have gathered the purport
of what he said, but, unfortunately, the hon,
member for Charters Towers did not. To deal
with the two points raised by the hon. member,
he did not say at all that the increase was put on
the Estimates by the Government for the purpose
of obtaining the retirement of Mr, Gregory. He
merely said that one member of the commigsion,
before he saw the report, though it was in the
hands of the Premier, said that the reason for the
commissionrecommending that increase was, from
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his point of view, not from his (Mr. Foxton’s), for
the purpose of increasing that officer’s retiring
allowance, and so inducing him to retire.

Mr. DawsoN: Have you accepted that view ?

The HOME SECRETARY : He would tell
the hon, member—he had already told him once.
He said that he did not know whether that was
the motive which actuated other members of the
commission. He only knew that that was the
motive of the member of the commission who
informed him.

Mr., McDoNaALD: They were unanimous,
according to the report.

The HOME SECRETARY: They were
unanimous in their recommendation, but he did
not know whether they were unanimous in the
reasons which actuated them in making the
recommendation. The other point the hon.

“member endeavoured to make at his expense was
that the Government apparently were not
satisfied with Mr. Gregory, because he was at
variance—not with the employees of the depart-
ment, as stated by the hon. member, but
with the commission—upon the methods to be
adopted in the administration of the depart-
ment. He was at variance with them upon
some points—he did not say upon all; but
it was patent to him that Mr. Gregory was at
variance with them, He was not prepared to
say who wag right, but he did know that
a commission was appointed, having upon
it four gentlemen who were recognised as experts,
and three members of that committee who were
also more orless experts. They made certain
recommendations, and the Government felt—
whatever their individual opinions might be—
that, as they were not experts themselves, they
ought to pay great deference to the recommenda-
tions of such a commission. If the hon. member
for Charters Towers would read clause 17 of the
report he would fiud it was to this effect—

We are of opinion, from the evidence and informa-
tion available, and in view of the continued expansion
of the department generally, that the methods of man-
agement obtaining in the Government Printing Oftice
require modernising. When, therefore, the present
Government Printer retires, as in course of time he
must, we recommend that he be succeeded by an officer,
to be secured by public advertisement, whose fitness for
the position should be adjudicated upon by a special
board of experts to be appointed for that purpose.
Meantime, we recommend that Mr. Gregory’s salary be
raised to £600 per annum.

Hoe expressed no opinion whatever as to whether
My, Gregory’s methods were antiquated or not.
He was not an expert, and he was not competent
to give an opinion on the point. All he knew
was that the commission, which consisted of
experts, were of opinion that the methods
wanted modernising.  They spoke in this clause
of their report of the possibility—and, if one
read between the lines, of the probability—of
Mr. Gregory retiring, and they were apparently
of opinion that a really good man could not be
got to take his place for less than £600 a year.

Myr. STEPHENSON : Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY : That was the
way he viewed it ; and in view of all the circum-
stances—that Mr. Gregory had occupied the
position for a long time, and that he was receiv-
ing a salary of £500 a year, which was consider-
ably less than his predecessor——

Mr, McDoxaLp : £700,

The HOME SECRETARY : Recommended
that he should at once receive £600a year. In
consequence of that, and also in consequence of
the fact that he had been deprived of a residence
which was valued at £100 a year, the Govern-
ment considered the least they could do was to
follow the recommendation of the commission as
to his salary. 1In fact, it was merely making up
to him what he had Tost though in a different
way, It would have been possible to have made
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his salary £500 a year, and to have given him an
allowance of £100 a year in lieu of guarters,
which would have been an exact equivalent to
what he had received previously ; but in view of
the recommendation with regard to him, and
having regard to the information he (the Home
Secretary) had received at the hands of one of
the members of the commission, the Government
thought the proper way out of the difficulty was
to increase his salary to £600 a year. In no way
was there intended to be a reflection on Mr.
Gregory in the slightest degree. His methods
might or might not be out of date ; but he had
undoubtedly worked a very important depart-
ment up till the present, as far as he was aware,
in a vary admirable manner,

Mr. STEPHENSON : Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY : Most people
would admit that. He had great difficulties,
and whoever took the position would have great
difficulties, and find it a very difficult depart-
ment to work. Some of the recommendations of
thecommission the Government could not see their
way to follow ; but this was one that they could
follow~—giving Mr, Gregory an increased salary
for the purposes of pension, which was clearly
the intention of the commission.

Mr. DAWSON : It had required two speeches
for hon. members to discover that this increase
was proposed for the purpose of pension, If a
man when in active work was only worth £500
a year and then was found to be incompetent—
as apparently Mr. Gregory had been by the
commission—it was perfectly absurd to increase
his salary to £600 a year for the purpose of
increasing his retiring allowance, and he objected
to it, If Mr. Gregory was not going to retire
and was fit and competent to carry out the work,
let him go on under the old régime; bub it
appeared, from what the hon. gentleman had
said, that he was not fit for his position, and the
commission wanted him to retire. They told
him in as polite a manner as they could that he
was to go out ; but before he went out his salary
must be increased by £100 a year in order that
his retiring allowance might be increased.,

The PrEMIER: That is not so.

Mr. DAWSON : Hetook down what the hon.
gentleman said, and he distinctly said the
increase was for the purpese of pension.

The PreMIER : He did not say anything of the
sort.

The HoMe SECRETARY: I said it was appar-
ently the intention of clause 17 of the report.
That is what I said,

Mr. DAWSON : The hon. gentleman told
them what he heard from a member of the
commissson. No member of the commission
had any more right to make private statements
to the hon. gentleman in a friendly way—pro-
bably over a glass of beer—than another.

The HoumE SECRETARY : You call that fair
criticism, do you?

Mr. DAWSON: What right had the hon.
gentleman to take information from any one
member of that commission? But if he had the
right, he had no right to come there and give
that information.

The HoME SECRETARY : I have every right.

Mr. DAWSON : As administrator of the
department he was only entitled to tell them
what the whole commission or a majority of the
members of the commission thought, not what
one member had told him privately.

The BHoME SECRETARY : You have the report.

Mr. DAWSON : If the hon. gentleman thought
so much of that individual member’s opinion he
ought o tell them who that gentleman was.

The HouE SECRETARY : I have no objection,
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Mr. DAWSON : It appeared to him that the
commission found that the department was
carried on in such a manner as was not satisfac-
tory, or, in other words, expressed the opinion
that the present head should be sacked. There
could be no get away from that position, but
before he was sacked it was proposed that he

should get an increase of £100 a
[730 p.m.] year in his salary, so that he might
draw a larger retiring allowance.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber said that he was giving the opinion of one
member of the commission, whom he had allowed
to override all the others. If the hon. member
wanted to know what was the opinion of the
whole of the commussion, he had only to turn
to the report, which was a unanimous report.
‘What he (the Home Secretary) had stated to
the Committee was the opinion of one member
of the commission as to the reason which
prompted the recommendation in the report,
and that reason was not given in the report, He
could have suppressed that opinion, but his de-
sire was to give the Committee information, and
when he did that the hon. member railed at him
for doing so, and said he had no right to repeat
here what had been told him by one individual
member of the commission. That was a matter
which rested entirely between that member of the
commission and himself, and, as he had already
said, he did not think he was committing any
breach of confidencein the matter, He had no
hesitation in giving the gentleman’s name, and
he was sure that if the gentleman were present
he would have no objection to his doing so. It
was the hon. member for Drayton and Too-
woomba, Mr, Groom. Perhaps the hon, member
would be satisfied now.

The PREMIER : A great deal of warmth had
been intreduced into the debate, which did not
tend to direct their attention to the point at
issue, but rather to obscure it, Apart entirely
from the recommendation of the Printing Com-
mission, he considered that Mr, Gregory, for the
excellent service he had rendered to the State,
and for the excellent manner in which he had
conducted the printing office, deserved the pro-
posed increase in his salary. He (the Premier)
had the conduct of that Estimate last session,
and he had then before him an application from
Mr. Gregory for an increased emolument, which
he deserved, entirely apart from whatever
arrangements might be made in the fusure, but
he was reluctantly compelled not to accept the
application for this reason, among others : that a
commission was about to be appointed to inquire
into the working of the Government Printing
Office. Had it not been for that, he should
have had much vpleasure in advocating the
increase last session, for as an old officer, and
one who had conducted the printing arrange-
ments of the public service of the colony, M.
Gregory was deserving of an accession to his
salary. And if the Committee were generous
to vote that increase, he hoped Mr. Gregory
would long enjoy the accession to his salary,
He did not know what arrangements would be
made in the future ; but, of course, Mr. Gregory,
like themselves, was advancing in years, and
would retire in the course of time. It was
rather ungenerous on the part of the leader of
the Labour Opposition to interpret the words of
his colleague, the Home Secretary, as meaning
that the increase was merely granted with the
view of increasing Mr. Gregory’s retiring allow-
ance.

Mr, Dawson: Your colleague said that himself,

The PREMIER : He did not understand him
in that light ; but, even if the increase had that
effect, he did not think anybody would begrudge
Mr. Gregory the substantial advantage he would
derive therefrom,
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How. G, THORN (Fussifern) was astonished
at the leader of the Opposition cavilling over
that vote, for if there was one old and valued
officer in the public service who deserved an
increase, that good old servant was the Govern-
ment Printer, who had worked his way from a
very humble position in the service to the top of
the tree. HEven with the proposed increase, his
salary would not be equal to that of his prede-
cessor ; and, as a matter of fact, it was not
really an increase at all,

Mr, Grassgy: There is no increase in reality;
but the objection is to the retiring allowance.

HoxN. G. THORN : He only wished that Mr.
Gregory had a larger retiring allowance, The
position that gentleman held was a confidential
one, more confidential, in fact, than that of the
Clerk of the Executive Council, Besides that he
might remind hon. members that last year Mr.
Gregory might have gone to New South Wales,
where the salary was about £1,000 a year, or, at
any rate, considerably more than was paid to the
Government Printer in this colony, but rather
than give up his position here and leave Queens-
land in the lurch he determined to remain where
he was. If he had his way he would give Mr.
Gregory a real increase, which he was not get-
ting now.

Mr. COWLEY (Herbert) : Hon. members were
aware that * Votes and Proceedings” formed a
great number of very cumbersome volumes. All
the work of the Assembly, including all the papers
laid on the table, were printed in the Assembly
volumes, and the Legislative Council did exactly
the same thing, and the papers again appeared in
their volumes ; so that it was a very costly work
printing “ Votes and Proceedings” for the two
Houses. Last year Mr. Gregory had made a
recommendation tothe Printing Committee, that
there should be a different arrangement alto-
gether, and his proposal, he estimated, would
effect a saving of from £80 to £120 a year. The
Printing Committee sifted the whole question
thoroughly, and were very pleased with the sug-
gestion, and adopted it. Mr. Gregory had
always shown a very great interest in keeping
down the expenditure upon printing, and that
one change he had recommended would result in
a perpetual saving of at least £100 a year. He
thought that should stand to Mr. Gregory’s
credit when they were discussing the vote that
evening,

Mr. DAWSON : The last two members who
had addressed the Committee apparently mis-
understood the discussion. It was not a ques-
tion as to whether Mr. Gregory had done good
or bad work. He was prepared to accept the
statement of the hon, member for Herbert, the
Premier, and others that Mr. Gregory was a
first-class man, that he was competent to do his
work, and had done it well in the past, but it
was_proposed by the Government that he should
be shunted.

The HoME SECRETARY: No, no. Not at all.

Mr. DAWSON : On the recoramendation of
the Printing Commission, according to what the
Home Secretary had stated to the Committee.

The Home SrcrErary: No, you have mno
authority for that at all,

Mr. DAWSON: Mr. Gregory, competent
though he was, and who did not want to retire,
was to be retired on the recommendation of the
Printing Office Commission,

The HoME SECRETARY : You haveno authority
for saying that at all.

Mr. DAWSON: He was to be retired, but
before he retired his salary was to be increased
by £100 that he might draw a larger retiring
allowance. That was the point they had been
discussing since the vote had been proposed, and
not Mr. Gregory’s capacity to perform his
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duties. That question had never been raised at
all. TIf he was fit to carry on his duties, he
should be permitted to remain in his position——

Mr. GLasseY : And get £100 a yeur in leu of
his house, but

Mr. DAWSON : Quite so; but he should not
get £100 a year added to his salary in order that
he might draw a larger retiring allowance.

The HomE SECRETARY: That was not the
intention of the Government at all,

Mr., DAWSON: Then what had the hon.
gentleman said so for ?

The Homg SECRETARY : I did not say that at all.
. Mr. DAWSON : He would not mind appeal-
ing to the shorthand writers about the matter.
Otherwise he would not have objected at all.

The Houe SucrRETARY: I will tell you again
what T said.

Mr. DAWSON : If the hon. gentleman liked
to back down from his first position it was all
right.

The HoME SmorETaRY: I am not backing
down a bit. Everybody else understands it, I
believe.

The PrEMIER : Certainly.

Mr. DAWSON supposed the Premier did
naturally. But the Home Secretary had referred
them to clause 17 of the commission’s report, and
that was a distinet recommendation that Mr.
Gregory should retire,

The Houmr SECRETARY : That is what I was
referring to, and not to my own opinion at all.

Mr. DAWSON: Then the hon. gentleman
had elaborated that by referring to information
he had obtained from a member of the com-
mission, whose name he had been asked to
mention, but whose name he had not divulged
up to date.

The HoME SECRETARY : Yes, I did. What is
the matter with the hon, member ?

Mr. DAWSON : Oh yes, the hon. gentleman
had said it was Mr. Groom. The hon. gentle-
man said that that hon. member, speaking on
behalf of the commission, had explained that
the recommendation in clause 17 was that Mr.
Gregory should be retired, though out of polite-
ness and kindly feeling what they actually said
was that the department must be modernised.
According to them Mr. Gregory was not the
right man in the right place and should be
retired, but he should receive some compensation
by having his salary increased just before he
retired that he might be able to draw a larger
retiring allowance. If Mr. Gregory was com-
petent he had a right to remain in his present
position, and ought not to be forced to retire
on the adverse report of the commission or the
adverse opinion of the head of the department,
and his remuneration should remain as it was
before. And if he was not fit for his present
position he should be discharged, but his salary
should not be increased that he might draw a
larger retiring allowance. It was a pernicious
system to provide that if a man was going to
retire from a public position his salary was to be
increased just before he did retire, that he might
draw a larger retiring allowance, . He certainly
for one objected to that.

The PrEMIER : Nobody said that.

* The HOME SECRETARY said again that
the Government did not desire that Mr. Gregory
should restire, So far as they knew he was per-
forming his work well, but the commission
thought his methods could be modernised, Per-
haps Mr. Gregory himself could modernise
them. That was quite possible. He had not
for a moment said that it was the intention of
the Government that Mr. Gregory should retire,
or that the increase was proposed to induce him
to retire. He had merely quoted clause 17
of the commission’s report and the conversation
he had had with the hon, member for Toowoomba
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to indicate the reasons which prompted the com-
mission in that respect. Now he was prepared
to go a little further and say that if he had not
understood that Mr., Gregory did intend to retire
he would havebeen prepared to recommend tothe
Committee, not only that he should get the in-
crease recommended by the commission, butanad-
ditional amount to cover thelossof hishouse. The
commission recommended that he should get
£600 a year—that was to say, that the Govern-
ment Printer of the colony for the time being,
whoever he was, should get £600 a year, and he
entirely concurred in that, as he considered the
position one of great responsibility, but if he had
understood that Mr. Gregory intended to con-
tinue in the service he should have asked the
Commiltee to endorse the recommendation of the
comiission on the understanding that he should
still retain free quarters, and failing free quarters
an equivalent in addition to the increase to the
salary.

Mr. DawsoN: What is the plain reading of
clause 17 of the report ?

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber must draw his own conclusion as everyone
else must.

Mr. O’ConnNerL: The chairman of the com-
mission will tell you.

Mr, STEPHENSON : You will not give him a show.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber for Ipswich would inform the hon. member
fully. Allhe could say was that the Government
did not identify themselves with the views of the
commission, if the visws he had gathered in the
way he had mentioned were the views of the
commi=sion,

* Mr. STEPHENSON (Ipswich) had been wait-
ing some time for an opportunity to give the
Committee the information which the hon, mem-
ber for Charters Towers was anxious to obtain
with regard to the interpretation of clause 17 of
the commission’s report. The member of the
commission, Mr. Groom, who gave the Home
Secretary the informstion was strictly correct,
and the whole of the other members of the com-
mission were unanimous on the point. The
commission had a very high opinton of Mr.
Gregory, They believed he had parformed his
duties in the past admirably, but there was no
denying the fact that Mr. Gregory did not take
kindly to the idea of modernising the institution.
The commizsion believed that it could be much
better and much more satisfactorily worked,
although it had been well worked in the past.
Mor. Gregory was not in accord with the views of
the commiission on that point. Naturally the
commission were reluctant to say that Mr.
Gregory ought to be at once retired ; but in his
own evidence, as hon. members would perceive,
Mr. Gregory referred to the possibility of his
retirement from the position at no distant date,
and the commission took precisely the same view
of the question. They felt that under ordinary
cireumstances Mr. Gregory would have to retire
before very long, and they suggested means by
which that position should then be filled, and in
order to show their appreciation of the good work
he had done in the past, and was still doing, they
made the recommendation referred to. But the
Government had done neither one thing nor the
other in connection with that recommendation.
They ought to have either accepted it or rejected
it. He could not understand, from the speech of
the Home Secretary, whether the Government
approved of the recommendation or not. Cer-
tainly an increase of £100 appeared on the
Estimuates, but the hon, gentleman told them that
the extra £100 was being given to him in lieu of
the residence he had been occupying up to within
the last few months. The Government ought to
have said they proposed to increase the Govern-
ment Printer’s salary by £100 a year, or they
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ought to have declined to accept the recom-
mendation of the commission, let the salary
remain as it was before, and give him £100 a
year to compensate him for loss of residence. It
might be contended that clause 17 in the report
of the commission did more credit to their hearts
than to their heads, but they did not want to do
wnything that could be construcd into being
in any way harsh towards a public servant who
had given such complete satisfaction to the State
in the past. They felt—and they felt it more
forcibly after the sectional committee had
visited the Government Printing Office in
Sydney—that the best results were not being
obtained here, and they made a number of
recommendations which would modernise the
institution. Mr. Gregory was more cr less
antagonistic to those recommendationg, while the
commission were unanimously of opinion that
their ideas ought to be given effect to, and that
some gentleman, who was more likely to fall in
with the wishes of the commission, should be
appointed, rather than that Mr. Gregory should
have the carrying out, or the blocking, of the
recommendations, One point on which M.
Gregory was at variance with the commission
was as to obtaining linotype machines. No
doubt there had been a good deal of objection in
the past to the obtaining of those machines, It
was thought that some few men would be
deprived of their occupation by the intro-
duction of them; and Mr. Gregory, while
admitting that a certain amount of saving would
be effected by their introduction, said the saving
would be only apparent and not reil, inasmuch
as his opinion was that for near.y six months out
of every twelve the machines would be lying
idle, and would deteriorate in conscquence.
That was not found to be so in other offices
where they were employed, and all the informa-
tion the commission could gather, both here and
in New South Wales, was entirely at variance
with the opinion of Mr. Gregory on that point.
Mr. Gregory’s contention was that the system
of conducting the Government Printing Office in
Brishane was everything that was admirable,
and that it was hardly possible to improve
upon it. The commission, however, on the occa-
sion of their official visit, had not been in the
institution half-an-hour before they saw innumer-
able directions in which savings could b= effected,
and the office worked much more satisfactorily.
Very naturally, Mr. Gregory, seeing that he
had grown up with the institution, and knew
what it was capable of doing, would be antag-
onigtic to any proposals to make any alteration
in the system of working ; but the members of
the commission, whe, with one exception, were
directly connected with the printing business,
had no hesitation in making recommendations
which, in their opinion, would modernise the
office by introducing more up-to-date appli-
ances. As Mr. Gregory did not agree with the
commission in that, they felt constrained to
give him a gentle hint that it would be no harm
if he retired. Meanwhile they recommended,
in recognition of the good work he had done in
the past, that his salary should be increased by
£100 a year, no doubt with the view, as the
Home Secretary said, that he should benefit
eventually when his retirement came about. The
idea of the commission was not that that
retirement should take place immediately, but
within, say, a couple of yenrs or so. He hoped he
had made the intention of the commission clear.
He wished to show that the Home Secretary
‘ was quite right, and undoubtedly
[§ p.m.] the hon. member at the head of
the Labour Opposition had mis-

understood that hon. gentleman. He said the
hon. gentleman had not fallen in with the views
of the commission, and the Home Secretary was
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endeavouring to show that he was giving the
views of the commission, and not his own, with
regard to the possibility of the retirement of
Mr. Gregory., He was pleased to see that the
Government had adopted the recommendation
of the commission that the hands in the institu-
tion should be graded. This plan had been
adopted in New South Wales, and it had worked,
not only satisfactorily to the Government
Printer, who was a very capable man, but it
had also worked very satisfactorily to those
occupying subordinate positions there, The
employees were far more sabistied with
their present position and salary, than they
were before the new order of things came
into force; and the commission believed that
the same satizfactory results would happen in
Queensland if their recommendation in this
respect were adopted., He was pleased to know
that a scheme would shortly be submitted by some
gentlemen whoswere members of this commission
who had been asked by the Home Secretary to
undertake this work, and no doubt it would be
satisfactory to the Government Printer and to
the employeesin the office. There was one other
gentleman who was in this office who had in
the opinion of the commission been very badly
treated—and that was Mr. Cray, the computer.
The members of the commission recognised that
there was no more zealous and hard-working
officer than Mr. Cray, and he was pleased
to see that one portion of their recommendation
with regard to this officer had been given effect
to by the appointment of an assistant computer.
Mr. Cray was six months behind in his work,
and while he was so undermanned as he had been
there was no chance of his overtaking the arrears.
Bus he regretted to ses that no extra remuner-
ation was proposed to be given to Mr, Cray, who
was a man of advanced years, and an officer who
had done admirable service in the office for many
years, If there was » man in Brisbane who
deserved consideration because of his zeal and
ability, it was the computer, Mr, Cray, If there
was any other question which came within the
purview of the commission which hon. members
would like to ask, he would be only too glad to
furnish the information. He trusted he had ex-
plained the position with regard to Mr. Gregory,
as far as the commission was concerned, and why
clause 17 had been inserted in their report.

Mr. DAWSON was perfectly satisfied with
the explanation given by the chairman of the
Government Printing Office Commission, and as
far as he understood that hon. member he had
agreed with his contention, It was a great pity
that hon. members had to drag information out
of Ministers ; it was a great waste of time, and
it would be much more satisfactory if they got
the straight blunt truth at once. He believed
that the hon. member for Ipswich had stated the
truth., As a matter of fact hon. members had
had an idea for some time as to the meaning of
the recommendation contained in clause 17 of the
report, and why this extra remuneration for the
Government Printer had been put on the Esti-
mates, but the Minister was the responsible
party who should have given the information
asked for. However, he was quite satisfied with
the explanation given by the chairman of the
Royal Commission,

Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South) : No member
who had rexd the report submitted by the Royal
Commission on this matter could come to any
other conclusicn than that come to, and
explained by the chairman of that commission.
While they recognised that Mr. Gregory had
done good work

HonoUrABLE MEVMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. TURLEY : Yet they saw that he was
opposed to any alteration in the present system,
by which the work could be made more effective




1068 Supply.

in the opinion of the commission ; and therefore,
with the object, to some extent, of inducing Mr,
Gregory to retire, and with the object of getting
another man in his place who would modernise
the institution, they recommended that his
salary should be increased by £100, That was
the truth of the matter. Any sensible man who
read the report carefully would see that was the
object of the commission’s recommendation.

The HoME SECRETARY : Did I not say so, and
repeat a private conversation to emphasise it ?

Mr. TURLEY : But the hon. gentleman went
further, and said that because a public officer
was to be retired, his salary should be increased.

The HouE SucrETARY : No,

Mr. TURLEY: That was
intention.

Mr. O’ConweLL: That was the commission’s
intention.

The HoME SECRETARY : I distinctly deny what
the hon, member for South Brisbane has said.

My, TURLEY: Some notice should be
taken of the report of the commission in connec-
tion with this matter, Now, the position was
this: At the present time there was a retired
Government Printer drawing £347 a year, and
before he retired it was pointed out that he was
a most efficient person. Surely there was no
necessity to pay a larger retiring allowance to the
present occupantof theoffice! If heretired at once
on his present salary he would be entitled to about
£333 a year. That was about a fair thing. They
all recognised that he had done good work,
but that seemed quite enough to enable him
to live decently for the rest of his days.
The same old argument that they had heard for
years had been trotted out that evening. First
the Premier got up and said that he initiated
the inquiry mto the printing office, and it was
carried out by his successor. Asa matter of fact
the late member for Burke four years ago wanted
to know why there should not be a Royal Com-
mission appointed to inquire into the working of
that office.

Mr. ANNEAR: Are these things always done
at the request of private members?

Mr, TURLEY : At all evencs the then Home
Secretary said he was willing to fall in with the
suggestion, and it was on account of the request
coming from a member on that side that the
inquiry was started. Therefore the inquiry,
instead of being initiated by the Premier, was
initiated on account of a request made in the
House, Then another old wheeze had been
trotted out by the member for Fassifern, who
said that last year Mr, Gregory could have gone
to New South Wales. Fortwo or three years the
same old story had been told on the floor of the
House. The late Home Secretary, Sir Horace
Tozer, said exactly the same thing during the past
three years, when it was suggested that the
salary should be increased by £100. Fe said it was
necessary to increase the salary of the Govern-
ment Printer, because he had had an offer from
New South Wales at a greatly enhanced salary,
and that if it had not been for his patriotic
feeling or something of that sort he would have
accepted it; yet at the same time they hada
statement made by the commission in their
report that the salary should be increased with
the object of inducing the Government Printer
to retire, that applications be then called
by advertisement for the position, and that a
board of experts be appointed to decide upon
the qualifications of the applicants. They were
evidently not satisfied with the way in which
the office was being worked. The argument of
the member for Herbert was that because the
Government Printer had saved £100 or £120 a
year his salary should be raised. Let them apply
that all round and see where they got to. Some

the mnatural
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four years ago they had evidence laid before them
that a gentleman at that time in the Government
employ had saved the colony £90,000 per year
through various means. Surely, therefore, it
would have been good enough to say that that
gentleman’s salary should have been raised by
£90,000 a year plus his ordinary salary. He did
not see the strength of that argument. Every
person in the employ of the Government was
supposed to give his best services to the Govern-
ment, and if he was successful in introducing
economies it did not follow that his salary should
be increased by the amount he had been able to
save. That would be monstrous. At that rate
they would be paying some Civil servants
£50,000 a year instead of the £2,000 a year
which perhaps they were receiving. He did
not see that there was any particular
reason for increasing the Government Printer’s
salary at the present time, simply because
he was about to retire—or rather, they had
no evidence that he was about to retire, but they
had been told he was at liberty to retire if
he chose. Let him apply the same argument to
the Department of Justice. They had a gentle-
man doing the work there for £600 a year. The
salary had now been increased to £800. Did the
Government propose to recompense the friends
of the late occupant of the oflice by making up
the difference between what he received and
what he would have received if he had been
appointed at the same salary as his successor ?

Mr. ANNEAR : Twenty years ago the occupant
of that office was paid £1,000 a year.

Mr, TURLEY : Yes, and to-day he was paid
£300, Iight years ago the Government Printer’s
salary was £700. It was reduced, and because
it was reduced an attempt had been made during
several years past to increase it, and no one who
read the report of the commission could come to
any other conclusion than that it was possible to
modernise that office a great deal.

Mr. ANNEAR : I thought you were referring to
the Crown Solicitor,

Mr. TURLEY : The hon. gentleman was
quite right. He was referring to him. If the
commission recommended that the department
should be modernised, with the result of increased
efficiency and economy, and if there was a
gentleman who stood in the way——

The HoME SECRETARY : He does not.

Mr. TURLEY : He had the authority of the
chairman of the commission for saying that Mr,
Gregory stood in the way of this being done,
and he must leave the Home Secretary to fight
it out with the hon. member for Ipswich, Mr,
Stephenson.

The HoME SECRETARY : We quite agree; you
are all astray.

My, TURLEY : Those two hon. gentlemen
might understand how they came to the agree-
ment, but it was impossible for a third person to
understand it.

The Houme SucRETARY : That is your distorted
version of it.

Mr. TURLEY : He did not distort anything ;
he simply spoke on the evidence given by the
hon. gentleman himself, the report of the Royal
Commission, and the evidence just given by the
hon. member who was chairman of that commis-
sion, Seeing that the late Government Printer
retired on £347 a year, he thought that £333,
the amount the present Government Printer
was at liberty to retire on, was quite sufficient
for the country to pay. While he believed the
Government Printer had done his best during
the time he had been in the service, he had also
been paid very well for the work he had done.

Mr. ANNEAR (Maryborough) : Having been
a member of the House for many years, he could
not resist saying a few words on this vote, He
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believed that the most effective and best
managed department of the Government service
was the Government Printing Office under Mr.
Gregory, who was a very faithful servant of the
prople, and had at all times earned his money.
He had taken scores of gentlemen from New
South Wales, from Victoria, and from South
Australia to the Government Printing Office
here, and they all counsidered it the most com-
plete Government printing office in any of the
colonies,
Mr. STEPHENSON : Absolute nonsense.

Mr. ANNEAR : The salary of the Govern-
ment Printer in New South Wales was £800
per annum, and it was undeniable that Mr.
Gregory could have obtained that position had
he chosen.

Mr. McDoNaLD : Many years ago.

Mr. ANNEAR : Not so many years ago.
Mr. Turrey : How long ago?

Mr. ANNEAR : Though an objection was
taken to this increase of £100 being granted, he
found that even if the Commiitee voted that
amount Mr. Gregory would be no better off than
he was before with a salary of £500 and a house
worth £100 per annum. Inhisopinion the Govern-
ment Printer should receive a salary of £600 a
year, and an allowance of £100 a year for house
rent, like other heads of departments, and even
then he would be receiving £100 a year less than
the Government Printer in New South Wales,
though quite as much work was turned out in
our printing office, with the number of hands
employed, as was turned out in the Government
Printing Office in New South Wales, He
agreed with the hon. member for Brisbane
South that there was no need for Mr. Gregory to
retire at present, or in two years’time. Xe was
an active man, with another ten or twenty years’
good work in him, and he hoped that Mr.
Gregory would for many years continue to pre-
side over the department which he had so effec-
tively worked. He thought Mr. Gregory would
do all he could to modernise the work,

Mr. STEPHENSON : Read the evidence,

Mr. ANNEAR admitted that he had been too
busy to read the evidence, but knowing the com-
petent men who constituted the commission he
felt sure that if their recommendations were car-
ried out it would lesd to good effect. He trusted
that the committee would cheerfully vote this
small increase to the Government Printer.

Mr. STORY (Ba’onne) did not recollect that
the chairman of the commission said that My,
Gregory had objected to carrying out the pro-
posed reforms, thoughhe was evidently alittle bit
antagonistic. Thatcould easily be understoood,
however, when gentlemen from outside cribicised
and suggested alterations in the working of a de-
partment which had been conducted by Mr. Gre-
gory foranumberof years with unqualified success.

Mr. Gregory’s objection did not go

[8'80 p.m.] further than that he did not like the
proposed alterations. If he had

said distinetly that he would not carry them out,
and that he would not retain his position if they
were insisted upon, he could quite understand
that the commission would have had no alter-
native but to at ouce recommend that he should
be retired. He eould quite understand that Mr.
Gregory, with his experience, would be prepared
to carry out those modernising views, and he
trusted that he would long remain in the office,
and that his salary would be increas+d. There
was one other matter that he wished toallude to.
The chairman of thelate commission spoke of the
grading of the employees in the printing office. He
understood the hon. member to say that the grad-
ing of the employees had given great satisfaction
in the Government Printing Office in New South
Wales. A body of experts had been appointed
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todo the work, but their report had not been
received yet, and would not be received until
after that vote had been passed. After the
salaries were passed, if any of the men felt
aggrieved at the grading, he asked the Home
Secretary if he would allow those men, seeing
they would then be classified officers, to appeal
to the Public Service Board? It was done in
New South Wales, and it was only fair, If the
hon. gentleman would give a promise to that
effect, it would be eminently satisfactory toa
large body of men.

The HOME SECRETARY : Hedid not quite
catch what the hon, member ‘desired. It might
be two or three weeks, if not more, before he got
the report of the experts of whom the hon.
member spoke. Did he understand that the hon.
member desired that their work should be revised
by the Public Service Board?

Mr, STORY: No, but if any officer felt
aggrieved at the report, seeing he would then be a
classified officer, would the hon, gentleman allow
him to appeal to the Public Service Board ?

Mr. TurrLEY: See page 161 of the commis-
sion’s report, question 5920.

Mr., FISHER (Gympic): He had read that
report with some care and with appreciation.
The commission had unanimously come %o the con-
clusion that the printing office should be modern-
ised. They had unanimously coms to the conclu-
sion that the work done with the present staff,
machinery, and material was more efficiently and
economically done than it could be done by con-
tract by private firms. A third conclusion which
they had also unanimously come to was that, in
carrying out the work, the printing office paid
higher wages and worked shorter hours than
private firms. ‘The inevitable conclusion was
that, notwithstanding the fact that the office
was not modernised, yet it was possible, under
the present inefficlent management—as it had
been called in that Comomittee—to do the work
much cheaper and better than it could be done
by private firms. There was something illogical
about those conclusions.

Mr., Grassgy : While the men are better paid
and have shorter hours.

Mr. FISHER : Yes, the work wascheaper and
better done, and the men got more wages and
worked shorter hours than the men under private
employers. Did those three conclusions prove
that the present Government Printer was not
capable of carrying on the office? He believed
it would be possible to make the Government
Printing Office better than it was at present, but
he would be very chary about believing that it
would not be possible to do that without a large
amount of reorganisation. He would like to see
every department in the colony investigated in
the same way, and he ventured to say thatnot a
single department would come out as well as
the Government Printing Office.

HoxouraBLe MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. FISHER : Now that the Government had
started with Royal Commissions, they wmight
very well continue the precedure through all the
departments, and let them know exactly how
matters stood.

Mr. McDONNELL (Fortitude Valley): The
commission deserved the acknowledgment of
the Committee for the guod work it had done.
No commission had been appointed for a long
time which had done its work moresatisfactorily,
and deserved their commendation more than the
Printing Office Commission. They had made a
good report, and the beauty of the whole thing
was that the different parties who were on the
commission were unanimous in their findings.
That must have had a big influence with the
Government in putting their recommendations
into effect.
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Mr. ANNEAR : Half of their recommendations
are to be found in the Government Printer’s
annual report.

Mr. McDONNELL: The recommendations
had come from the commission. The position
with regard to the Government Printer was
this—the chairman of the commission, the hon,
member for Ipswich, put the matter very clearly.
He told them thut the commission had recom-
mended the increase in Mr, Gregory’s salary in
order that he might retire, and make way for a
man who would be more up to date, because,
after reading the commission’s report, they could
come to no other conclusion than that—good
servant and all az Mr. Gregory was, and he
admitted that he had done good work—his
mezhods were quite out of date, and in a State
institution like the Government Printing Office
they should have the best possible management,
Considering that, in order to receive a larger
retiring allowance, Mr. Gregory would need to
draw the increased sulary for three years, he
would prefer to see the Government make some
arrangement to retire Mr. Gregory at the present
time, even if they had to give him his increased
retiring allowance, because they had it on the
testimony of the commission that Mr, Gregory
was practically blocking the way, and was
opposed to the suggested irnprovements‘

The HoME SECRETARY : That is not correct.

Mr. McDONNELL: The hon. gentleman
had himself stated that Mr, Gregory had not
taken kindly to the suggestions of the com-
mission,

The HoME SECRETARY : He is carrying them
out loyally, I can assure you.

Mr. McDONNELL: The hon, gentleman
said Mr. Gregory did not agree with the wethods
which were being adopted in the grading of the
men or with the recommendations of the com-
mission,

The HoMg SECRETARY : I said in the adminis-
tration of the office.

Mr. McDONNELYL: He thought that the
commission had treated Mr. Gregory very con-
siderately, and he was glad of it, because he
should not have liked to have seen an old servant
treated badly. At the same time he thought it
should be the duty of the House and of the
Government to see that the best possiblemanage-
ment was secured —management something like
that which the Government of New South Wales
had inits printing oflice. The hon, member for
Maryborough was in error when he referred in
the way he did to the New South Wales Govern-
ment Piinting Oflica. If he would turn t5 the
report of the commis-ion he would see that that
office had at its head one of the best men in
Australia. Since his appointment he had saved
an enormous amount of money to his Govern-
ment. Anyone who read the report of the
evidence taken before the commission must come
to the conclusion that there was great room for
improvement; in fac, as the chairman of the
commission had statsd, members were hardly
inside the door before they got evidence of the
want of good management. The Home Secretary
had dealt favourably with a number of the
recoinmendations of the commission, and he
hoped the hon. gentleman would recognise that,
in the interests of the office, it was absolutely
necessary to get a man whe was up-to-date to
manage it. He should like to ask the hon,
gentleman how many of the recommendations of
the commission had been given effect to, and how
many other recommendations he intended to
give effect to. One of the recommendations was
that linotype machines should be procured,
Had that heen adopted? In his opinion it
would be premature to purchase linotype
machines ab present, seeing that there were im-
proved machines, such as the monotype, coming
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out. There was one clause in the report of the
commission which, he thought, reflacted great
diseredit on the management of the office. That
was the one dealing with the state of the re-
tiring rooms, lavatories, ete., for the female
employees. He was rather surprised, considering
that there were sanitary inspectors, that there
should be such a state of things in the Govern-
ment Printing Office—the only Government
establishment where females were employed—as
would not be allowed to exist in any private
establishment.

The HOME SECRETARY : In reply to the
hon. memboar for Balonne, he would remind hon.
members that it was recommended that a
number of the officers in the Government Print-
ing Office should be classifiel, Although that
had been endorsed by the Public Service Board,
it was never actually carried out because of the
appointment of the commission. The employees
would be classified, and it would be very desir-
able that the gta(hng should be endorsed by the
Public Service Board, which would, he pre-
sumed, be very much i in the nature of an appeal
from the four gentlemen who were carrying out
the grading. It had been asked what recom-
mendations of the commission had been carried
out. A good many of them had been carried
out; and he might point out that a good
many of them were recommendations made
by Mr. Gregory himself. The hon. member
for Bristane South had endeavoured to show
that there was conflict between the views of the
hon. member for Ipswich and himself, but there
wagnone. What he (the Home Secretary) said
was that Mr, Gregory had not been entirely in
accord with the views of the commission, and the
hon. member for Ipswich endorsed that. He
(the Home Secretary) al:o said that Mr. Gregory,
whether he agreed with the recommendations of
the commission or nut, was loyally carrying them
out. For instance, Mr. Gregory held different
views from the comunission with regard to the
method of grading ; but he (the Home Secretsry)
felt bound to follow the advice of the comnmission,
it having been appointed at the request of Par-
liament, and told Mr. Gregory that the grading
would have to take place on those lines. Accord-
ingly he made arrangements with the four
gentlemen, who wereexperts, and Mr, Gregory was
loyally carrying out theinstructions he had given.
With regard to linotype machines, for instance,
he was perfectly prepared to take the recom-
mendation of the commission, who were experts
and had obtained the evidence of experts here
and in New South Wales, The increase of
£6,000 in the item of contingencies was largely
to cover the cost of linotype machines. Al the
recommendations of the commission which it had
been possible to carry out hitherto had been
carried out, but the adoption of a good many of
the recommendations would depend wupon
whether hon. members voted the money on that
Estimate. Asto the increased accommodation
mentioned by the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley, Mr. McDonnell, that would necessitate
considerable alterations in the buildings, and the
Government Architect was now engaged upon
designs for that purpose, but hon. members must
bear in mind that there was a good deal of work
in the Government Avrchitect’s office at the pre-
sent time, so that the work must neces:arily take
some time. There were very few of the recom-
mendations which would not be carried out by
Mr, Gregory, and in that respect he was capable
of modernising his ways.

Mr, GLASSEY: Are linotype machines to be
introduced ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Ves, and they
would be ordered as soon as that vote was
passed, but he could not order them before,
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Mr. Hicas : What do you propose to do with
the men who will be thrown out of employment
by the introduction of linotype machines?

The HOME SECRETARY : He had nothing
to do with that. The same question was asked
many years ago about weavers when machinery
was introduced to do their work. He was very
sorry for the compositors, but perhaps some
other walk of life would be open to them. He
hoped hon. members would now allow the vote
to pass, as it had been pretty freely and fully
discussed, and he had given all the information
he could in regard toit,

Mr. FISHER noticed that the assistant
engineer was put down for a sulary of £90 a
year, which was an unreasonable amouns, not
enough even for a fireman, and he should like
to know what duties he had to perform.

The HOME SECRETARY : £90 was not
the whole of that officer’s salary; he received
£78 a year from the Department of Public
Works in counection with the lighting of the
Houses of Parliament,

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders) wished to refer
aguin to the Government Printer. As far as he
understood the matter, the commission recom-
mended an increase of £100 in his salary simply
to get rid of Mr. Gregory. No one disputed his
knowledge of the office, or what he had done in
the past, but they could not get over the fact
that Mr. Gregory had been in that institution
for a number of years, and had never been out-
side 1t for the purpose of gaining a practical
knowledge of how similar institutions were
managed elsewhere, What they wanted at the
present time was a man who had some know-
ledge of the administration of large printing
establishments elsewhere, and who was thor-
oughly up to date. When a change was pro-
posed to be made in the Government Printing
Office in Sydney, it was said that the old
Government Printer had done excellent work,
and that he was wanted by Victoria and South
Australia at an increased salary, but eventually
aiGovernment came in who thought there shouid
be some alteration in the office, and a man was
appointed from outside, well up in the techni-
calities and the commercial aspect of the printing
business, with the result that in two years he
saved the country £27,000. It was the same
in commercial pursuits; men who had grown
up in one institution or business had to give way
to men who had had larger and broader experi-
ence, as they became narrow in their views. If
it was theintention of the Government to entrust
Mr. Gregory with the carrying out of the recom-
mendations of the commission, then they should
give him a twelve months’ holiday, so that he
might visit the big printing estabiishments in
England and America, and become acquainted
with the working of those institutions, but he
(Mr. McDonald) thunght it would be better to
get a new Government Printer from cutside.

The HOME SECRETARY was not going
to be a party to dismissing #n old public servant
because some=body thought hs was
[9 p.m.] not sufficiently moderuised. That
woulid be an iniquitous thing to do.
Mr. Gregory had given him to understand that
he had no intention of retiring for some time,
He felt he had good work in him yet. For his
age Mr, Gregory was a vigorous man, and he
saw no resson why he should not go on for some
years, Possibly it might be desirable for him to
take a short heliday during the recess to visit
the soubhern colonles, where things were more
modern than they were with us. That was not
at all a bad idea.

Mr., Jackson: Give him six months’ spell,

[17 Noveuser.]
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The HOME SECRETARY : During the
slack season they might be able to do something
in that way, and he would be glad to do it. He
would be no party to compulsorily retiring an
old public servant, unless he was satisfied he was
utterly incompestent, which in Mr. Gregory’s case
he certainly was not.

Mr. McDONALD: On the question of the
increase, he did not cbject to the £100 being
given to Mr. Gregory in leu of his house, but he
objected to its being added to his salary to in-
crease his retiring allowance. He had a lively
recollection of a similar case where an officer was
receiving £1,000 a year, with £500 for travelling
and other expenses, and suddenly on the Hsti-
mates they found the travelling expenses dis-
allowed, but the £500 was added to the salary.
That was the case of the Chief Engineer for
Railways, and he had brought the matter up in
the House a few years ago. That was done for
a similar purpose to that for which that increase
was propused now, and it was not a fair thing to
the fund at all, and hon. members knew the
difficulties which had taken place with regard to
pensions under the 1863 and other Acts., He
suggested that the increase should be given speci-
fically in lieu of theresidence which Mr. Gregory
had oceupied, and which bad had to be removed
to make room for the Lands Office. That was
the fair way to do it.

Mr. GLASSEY (Bundaberg) had no wish to
prolong the discussion, as he recognised that if
they did not proceed more rapidly they would not
close their business in a reasonable time at all.
But there were one or two little matters connected
with the vote on which he did not altogether
agree with his friends. He could not agree that
Mz, Gregory was incompetent merely because he
did not take kindly to some of the recommenda-~
tions made by the commission hy way of improve-
ment in the conduct of the office. He agreed that
the commission had done excellent work and had
gatheréd necessary information. He was sure
none of his friends desired to do any injustice to
Mr. Gregory, but it was the settled policy of the
party to prevent that annual everlasting growth
of pensions to persons the bulk of whom had
been fairly well paid in the past. That
was the real bene of contention. If the
increase was intended to induce Mr. Gregory
to retire early, aud that be might draw a
larger pension, he should oppose the vote very
strongly, but he gnite agreed that Mr. Gregory
should suffer no loss through losing his free
quarters. It was better that &tr. Gregory’s
salary should remain as it was, and that he
should draw the extra £100 in lieu of quarters,
so long as he remained in the department. He
was glad to hear that it was not his intention to
retire, and that the Home Sscretary had no
intention of retiring him, and he was pleased to
know that Mr. Gregory was likely to have an
opportunity of visiting the officas in the other
colonies. He had before stated that he bad him-
self visited the printing offices in other colonies
of Australia and in the United States of
Americs, and that he had seen the Government
Printing Cffice at Washington, the largest
perhaps in the world, He was not an expert,
but he had stated before that, so far as he was
capable of judging, there was no office in the
world where work was more expeditiously,
economically, or effectively done than in their
own Guvernment Printing Office.

The Hose SECRETARY: I dare say you are not
far wide of the mauk.

Mr. GLASSEY had had something to do with
suggesting the appointment of the commission
last year. Now they had the information fur-
nished by that commission, and so long as the
present Government Printer was competent—
and it could not be successfully contended that
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he was not—and so long as he was prepared to
loyally carry out the recommendations the com-
mission thought necessary, and so long as he was
not going to draw a h1gher pension—which was
the real point at issue—they had no desire to do
him any injustice. He hoped the Minister
would agree that the £100 should be drawn in
lien of quarters, and that when Mr. Gregory
came to draw a pension—which he hoped would
not be for some time—it would be on a salary of
£500 and not £600.

The HOME SECRETARY: The Royal
Commission distinctly recommended an increase
of £100 a year to the salary of the Government
Printer, whether Mr. Gregory or his successor.

Mr. Grassey : That is not our point—the re-
tiring allowance.

The HOME SECRETARY : He was justified
in taking the opinion of the commission as to
the salary which ought to be paid to the office,
whoever held it, and their recommendation was
made quite irrespective of the loss of residence,
which was not contemplated at the time the
recommendation was made. He was certainly
of opinion that Mr. Gregory should suffer no
loss with regard to house allowance, and next
year he hoped to see that the recommendation of
the Roval Commission would be fully carried
out. He did not believe that £600 a year was a
penny too much for the office, quite irrespective
of the question of pension.

Mr. GrasseY : ‘‘Sufficient for the day is the
evil thereof.”

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) : From appendix A,
attached to the report, he gathered that Mr.
Gregmy was sixty-seven years of age, and had
been in the service thirty-three years. It was
generally understood that under the Act an officer
should retire at the age of sixty, but it seemed to
be understood that Mr. Gregory might stay on
for another ten years if he so pleased, in an office
thoroughly up to date, so it was said, and capable
of turning out work better than any other
printing office in the known world—which was
a manifest exaggeration. He was not inclined
to quarrel with the proposed increase, for the
reason that they had already, during the course
of the Hstimates, recklessly given increases io
persons at the head of the various departments
without half the discussion that had taken place
on that vote. Therefore he could hardly find
it in his heart, under those circumstances, to
quarrel over that particular increase. He wished
to call attention to one or two of the recom-
mendations of the Royal Commission. The first
was with regard toletting out Government work
by contract. In paragraph 10 the commissioners
said—

With regard to that portion of Your Excellency’s

commission which directs ns to inquire into the question
of ** the initiation, in respect of any partieular class of
work, of a systemn of calling for tenders from private
firms, and letting ount such work by contract,” we may
state that past experience, both in this colony and else-
wheve, has shown the advisableness of having such an
institution as a Government Printing Office ; and, that
being 50, we are of opinion that Gmemment work
shounld be as economi-ally and as effectively executed
in the Government Printing Office as by outside firms:
we therefore do not recommend the initiation of a
svstem of calling for tenders for printing, binding, or
lithographic work required by any Government depart-
ment,
That was a most excellent suggestion, that
public work should be done in a public depart-
ment by publicly paid servants, and that the
system of contract should be knocked on the
head. It was a step in the direction of a system
of government which would be attended with
great benefit to the State. It was an enlarge-
ment of the functions of the State—

[ABSEMBLY.]

Supply.

The HOME SECRETARY :
““Socialism in our time ”?

Mr. LESINA: He would willingly accept
the hon. gentleman’s suggestion, and express
his pleasure that a Royal Commission had made
a recommendation which would tend to bring
about ¢ Socialism in our time.” He was glad to
see that an intelligent commission, composed of
members of Parliament and newspapers pro-
prietors, had recommended that the contract
system should be done to death, that the State
should rely more on ifs own resources, employ
its own servants to do its own work, and pay
them in its own way. Another very important
recommendation to which he would direct atten-
tion was with regard to the wages of those
engaged in the Government Printing Office, In
paragraph 22 the commission said—

From the evidence before us it is clear that the
remuneration paid to the employees is higher on the
whole than that paid by private firms carrying on
businesses in the city. Yet, to use Mr. Gregory’s own
words, with regard to many of the compositors, “It is a
very low wage,” and this remark might still more
fittingly be apylied to the cases of some of those en-
gaged in other departments—notably, the bookbinders
and female workers and the men employed in printing
railway tickets, one of whom, a married man, is receiv-
ing only 28s. a week. If is very evilent to us that not
only can no further economy be practised in the direc-
tion of reduction of wages, but, on the contrary, we
think, in many instances, that the wages should be
raised to reasonable amounts. We are aware that the
Government Printer has made efforts to effect improve-
ments in this direction, but there yet remains very
much to be done.
1t appeared from that that there were men
working in the Government Printing Office for
as little as 28s. per week. To expect a man to
pay his rent, feed and clothe his children and
rearthem respectably, was an utter impossibility.
He wanted to see the men with 28s. or 80s. a
week and the young girls with three half-crowns
a week get, a rise, but it was that class of em-
ployees who were always overlooked in the
framing of the Hstimates, while the man with
£600 got £700, and the man with £700 got £800, and
soon. He would ask the Minister to carry out
that recommendation of the commission, so that
persons receiving small salaries should be paid
larger ones, as was but fitting in acountry which,
as they were so often told, was so rich and so
prosperous. Those at the bottom of the tres
should share some portion of that prosperity by
havmg their wages increased.

STEWART (Rockhampton North) was
glad to see that the commission recommended
that the cost of printing incurred by different
departments should be paid by these departments,
and that the amounts in connection with their
printing should appear in their accounts., He
would like to ask the hon. gentleman in charge
of this HEstimate whether that recommendation
would be likely to be given effect to ? The Rail-
way Department, for instance, should pay for its
printing, and so on, throughout the service,

An HovnouraBLE MEMBER : That would be a
very bad thing.

Mr, STEWART did not think it would. He
wanted to see the Government Printing Office
worked on business lines. 1t was an experiment
in socialism, and if it failed, all socialistic ideas
would be diseredited.

The HOME SECRETARY : Perhaps it
might be within the recollection of some hon.
membes, thnugh not within the recollection of
the hon. member who had just spoken, that this
system had been introduced by Mr. Unmack,
when Postmaster-General and Minister for Rails
ways, and though it worked for some little time,
it ult‘.rnatply broke down.

An HonouraBLE MEuBER: Why ?

Why not say at once,
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The HOME SECRETARY: Because the
circumlocution was so great. He did not know
much about it, becanse it was tried before he
became a memiber of the Government, and it
was not a success.

Mr. McDoxaLp: What about New South

7
The HOME SECRETARY: The book-
keeping here was much better than in New
South Wales, The system might apply to one
department, but it would not apply throughout
the service. He certainly would not take New
South Wales as an example with regard to book-
keeping and the keeping of public accounts. The
only case in which the principle had been found
to be workable was in connection with the
carriage of mails, the Post Office paying the Rail-
way Depa.rtme. t a fixed subsidy, but that was
nothing more than a cash pmyment The endless
bookkeeping neccessary and the tran:fers from
cash credits caused the system he had referred to
to break down. That system was tried by a
gentleman who had greas force of character, who
was not likely to give it up if there was any
chance of success,

Question put and passed.

ADVERTISING BOARD,

* The HOME SECRETARY moved that
£06,825 be granted to defray the expenses in con-
nection with the Advertising Board, There
was a considerable increase, rendored necessary
in connection with the advertising of the hi-
monthly rolls, The amount voted last year was
not sufficient. The rolls were now published
bi-monthly ~instead of quarterly, and that
acenunted for most of the increase of £1,500.
Az the eolony was more prosperous, and there
was more business dnmg, it was only natural
more advertizing would have to be done.

Mr. McDONALD asked ﬂ‘b Home Secretary
to give & list of the papers which recsived these
advertisernents.  With regard to the advertising
of the bi-monthkly rells, other papers, such as
the Queenslander, had a far greater eirculstion
than some local papers. The “Worker hed a cir-
culation ten times zreater than some of ths
hvca,‘llpapers, and 16 never got an advertisement
at all.

The HoME SECRETARY :
rates the same?

Mr. McDONALD : That was another matter.

The HoME SECRETARY : It is very important.

Mr. MoDONALD : If a large number of men
were kuocked off the rolls in the Western dis-
tricts they would ss2 that more certainly
through this Woerker, or even the Sydnuy Lullctzn,
than through the loesl papers, He did not wish
to discredit the local papers, but he would like
to know how this money weas distributed ?

The HOME SE CRETARY It was a long
Listto go thmugb but he might say thatif the hon,
meva ¥’y argument wask of any value, it meant
thst suchpapers 18 the Queenslander, the Worker,
the Week, and the Sydney Bulleiin "should have
the ad\ultisinv before ths local papers, because
they circuleted throughont the whole colony and
were not purely local, There were sixty eles-
torates, and if the hon, gentleman’s argumsnt
were carried to its logical conclusion, the adver-
tizing should ba done solely with these papers,
and not with the local papers. In the firss j-lace,

the law would not permnit it, and in any cise it
would only mean that they “would have to pay
doubly, breause the advertising rates wers so
high in pepers which had a large circulation.
Why should they pay large sums of money for

the purpose of advertising in papers
[980 p.m.] in districts which were not in-
terested ? Now, with regard to the
list the hon. member wanted—
1899—8 w*

Are the advertising
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Brizbane Courier

Evening Okserver .

Quecnsiander ...

Telegraph .

Week ...

Australian

Nord- &uﬁtmhsche Zextung

Tigaro

Flashes ...

Age .

Worker ...

Australizn Pastoralists’ Gazetto

Tropicuiturist .. -

Queensiand szier

Queenslander Herald..

Queensland Spor: tsnmn

Queensland Sporhng and Dxamdtlc
News -

Saturday \1ght

Street .

Sunday Doview

Progress ..

Vi znley dv ocwtc .

Logan and Albert Advocate

Logan and Albert Leader (Been-
leigh) . e

Beaudesert D¢ smtch

Logan and Albert Bu]letm (%uth—
port) . .-

JMoreton Mail (\ undah)

Queensland Times (Ipﬂwwh)

Ipswich Standard ..

TFassifern (hronicle (Ipsmch)

Lockyer Star (Laidley)

Toowoowbg Chronicle

gettler ..

Darling Dov»ns Gazutte

Pittsworth Yerald

Allora Guardian

Warwick Argus

Warwick Dxaminer and Times

Border Post (Stantkorpe) ... e

McIntyre Herald ((xOOY‘dX\Vlndl) .

8t. Georze Standard |

Dalhy Hemld

Western Star (Roma) Y .

Maranoa Advoeate (Roma) ..

Charleville Times

Charlevills Courjer ...

Warrego Watchman (Cumnmmln)

Cummmullﬂ, Comet . -

Thargomindah Herald

Gympie Times...

Gy mple Miner .

Gymyie Truth .

Maryborough Chronicle

Colonist ..

Wide ‘an Burneit News

Isis Standard ...

Bundaberg Mail

Bundaher Stdr

Bundeberg Patriot

Gladstone Omer‘ er ...

Gladstone Advoeate ... .

Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton)

Capricornian (Rockhampton)

Daily Record (Rockhampton)

Pc 31)19 s Newspaper (Rochhampton)

North Rockhampton Times.. .

Mount Morgan Herald

“lount Mnrgan Chroniele

Aount Horgan Truth

Barcoo Independent ..

Peak Downs Tele"mm (Clcrmont}

Western Champion ( Bmcaldme)

Longreach Standard . .

Auckuy Mercury

Mackay Standard

Maskay Chronicle .

Sugar Journal ...

Port Denison Times ...

Bowen Mirror ...
Ayr Chronicle ...
Townsville Bulletin .
Townsviile Star

Townsville Herald

Ravenswood Mining Joum‘ll

Northern Miner (Chartors Towers)

North Queensland Reg,ister (Char
ters Towers) - -

Charters Towers Herald ...

Charters Towers Mmmg &ta,ndmd

ITughenden Observer.

Winton Herald
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. . £ s d. ing generally for all departments of the Public
Gregory News (Winton) ... .. 13 9 0 Service (excepting railways), £6,500,” be reduced
Inghamflanter o 2212 6 by £1,000
Lif: 8 e e e ‘Y :
gﬁ;nagangmmg Yost... . o %g 12 2 Mr. LESINA (Clermont) thought it would be
Cairns Argus ... . 7419 9 concedepl by all fair-minded persons that every
Cairns Advocate e e e B33 8 4 public institution should be run apart from
Port Dounglas Gazette... .. .. 4511 6 political bias, but the Advertising Board was
lélmiegb;g{;;gmen e g; }g 8 subject to a good deal of political influence
Bt Bosren € R Rt against one political party. It was proved last
forres Straits Pi . i £ th litical influence was
Torres Straits Pilot ... ... .. 60 9 6 night that the same poit .
Norman Chironicle (Normanton) ... 3816 0 at wo}'k in connection with appointments to the
Croydon Mining News e 2014 6 commission of the peace, and mnow they had
Croydon Golden Age ... .. .. 36 6 0 papers representing one political party boycotted
;Eoygpnw%_ndepegdennt B 41 o by the Advertising Beard, in spite of their circula-
undic Miner (Georgetown) - M7 8 tion and their influence which were o great as to
Cloncurry Advocate .. 2714 0 Y . 2 o1s
Burke Telegraph 2110 0 secure the return of Labour men to Parliament,
— notwithstanding the efforts of three or four
£6,278 6 2 Ministerial organs in some cases. Those papers

Mr. Lesiva : How many Labour papers?
Mr. Kirr: Did the Eagle get any ?
The HOME SECRETARY : I havs rcad all.

Mr. XERR (Barcoo): The Home Secretary
talked aboat the different prices charged for
advertising by the various papers. Could the
hon, gentleman tell him the difference between
the price charged by the Barcoo Independcnt and
the Western Champion? They were both papers
that circulated in the Barcoo electorate, and he
was certain that the Western Champion had six
or seven times the circnlation of the Barcoo
Independent. If they were both paid at the
same rate it was very unfair. He did not know
that the Barcoo Independent had & circulation of
150 in the whole electorats,

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers): The last
time that vote was before the Committee they
had a somewhat interesting and energetic debate
upon it. It was pointed oub then that the
methods adopted by the Advertising Board were
very unfair to Labour papers. He particularly
mentioned a paper cirenlating in Charters Towers
that was receiving no consideration at all, and
he was promised that that matter would be
remedied. He might say that he had been to
Mr. Ryder on more than one occasion about the
matter, and he had said that it would be duly
considered. According to the list read out by
the Home Secretary, that Ecegle newspaper had
not been considered. If it wasdesired that people
should really know whether their names had
been struck off the roll there was no paper,
local or otherwise, circulating in the district
that had anything like the circulation of the
Charters Towers Eagle. It was a paper with a
circulation of over 4,000, and that it represented
the political opinion of the people of Charters
Towers was evidenced by tlla)e return of Mr.
Dunsford and himself. It was the paper to
which the resident voters of Charters Towers
looked for information upon all subjects, and
vet year after year its rights to a share of
Government advertisements had been overlooked.
There appeared to be a certain amount of bias
or injustice in the matter. He did not Lnow
whether the Advertising Board acted on their
own motion, or whether they reveived instruc-
tions, but it appeared that notwithstanding the
complaints that had been made the injustice
still continued. The thing was grossly unfair,
and he did not think it could ke defended. The
hon. member had read out a list of papers
that received Government advertisements, and
amongst them was one paper which received £50
and which had not got a circulation of 200.
That was the Herald, and there was another,
the Charters Towers Standard, which he did not
suppose had a circulation of more than 400
in the district, The hest read paper in the
district was the Eagle, and next to that the
Northern Miner. He felt so strongly on the
matter that be moved that the item * Advertis-

were deliberately boycotted year after year
by the Advertising Board, which was ex-
pected Lo spend mongy in making the public
aware of certain matters that required to be
generally advertised, and this board picked out
certain political organs and inserted advertise-
ments in them year after year, the amounts paid
reaching as much as £150 and £160 in some cases.
That was a direct subsidy to soms of those papers,
and though the space paid for was given, of what
value was i3 as far as making public annouance-
ments was concerned? During the three or four
years he was in Charters Towers he noticed that
the Fagle had a circulation of considerably over
5,000, employed men at union rates of wages, and
exercised a considerabls amount of political
influence in the district. It was the official
organ of the ssiociated workers ; it was closely
connected with the accident association ; it also
circulated outside the field in the Ravens-
wood district more than the Ravenswood Mining
Journal, which 1eceived a considerable sunw
The Standard had not a circulation of more than
300 or 400 ut the outside ; and the Herald, which
was called “The 4iidnight Herald,” came out ab
all hours—which was set up by girls at from
25, 6d. to 7s. 6d, a week—a rag issued from a
sweabing den, with a circulation of 200, was sub-
sidised to the extent of £50, because every time
a Government candidate put up it backed him.
The Standard, the Aliner, and the Register, did
the same ; but the Eagyle, which was of a dif-
ferent brand of politics, which paid him £6 bs, a
week while he was there —which amount he gave
up when he was elected a member—which paid
its printers’ devil more than the Herald paid to
any three of its employees—did not receive a
solitary copper from the Advertising Board., It
was true that the Ipswich Standard received a
share of the Government advertising, but that was
a paper of rather doubtful volitics, to his mind.
The Maranoa Advocate also got scmething ; but
it might be said in extenuation that that paper
was responsible for presenting the Government
with their present Attorney-General, and pro-
bally the advertisements were given out of
gratitude for distinguishe vices rendered to
the Government a4 a trying moment. If the
Eagle would turn its politics and make ferocious
attacks on the present representatives of Charters
Towers, which weuld lead to the defeat of one
of them, no doubt its funds would be largely
assisted in course of time by the Government
Advertising Board. Until that event took place
it was very unlikely that the Eagyle would receive
any kind of assistancs—not that it required
assistance ; all it required was fair play—at the
hands of the Advertising Beazd,  For the ressons
given, he would snpport the reduction.

The HOME SECRETARY : The object hon,
members had in visw would not be attained by
reducing the vote. He protested against the
imputation that the Government, or any member
of the Government, exercised the slightest
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influence with regard to the Advertising Board.
It was in order to prevent the Minister for the
time being from bringing political pressure to
bear that the Advertising Board was instituted.

Mr. McDoNaLD : Who are they ?

The HOME SECRETARY could not say.
The Under Secretary to the Home Department
was only one of soms half-dozen. Hon. members
were not as good juiges as the board, hecause
they were not altogether unbla ed. Fe did not
know the reasons of the board for distributing the
advertising as they did, and hedid not know that
it was his duty to inquire. The board had been
created by Parliament to take the place of the
Minister and his patronage. Hair criticism would
be taken into acconnt by the board,

Mr. Dawson: We criticiced it last year, and
the same thing occurs again,

The HOME SECRNTARY : Hon. members
were pleading before a tribunal, and spparently
that tribunal did not think fheyha,d a good ¢asa,
He said advisedly that he did not know and he
did nob care what reasons the board had for
their action. To show how little he had to do
with it, he understood for the first time that
evening that the Fagle was a weekly paper; he
did not know ths paper, but that fact might
have something to do with it.

Mr, DuxsrorDd: Abous half of those you read
out are wesklies.

The HOME SECRETARY : He knewnothing
abut nine-tenths of them. No member of the
Government had anything to do with the
patronage of the board, and he knew very little
about their proceedings. In fact he thought it
would be most improper for him to interfere in
any way. He would be exceedmg' his duty in
interfering with a board which had heen pliced
there for the purpose of preventing politicsl
paironage. Flon. members had their oppor-
tunity of placing their views befcre the bosrd,
and he had no doubt they would be read by
every member of the board. The Under Secre-
tary to the Home Department—who was the
only membar of the boawl present—was only one
of seviral, and it wus difficolt to fix the bhlame
upon any partleular i kembel

Mr. MoDoraLD: I suppose they are pestered
by agents.

The HOME SECRETARY : From what he
had heard, he believed there was a good deal in
that, and he believed the board exercised a great

- deal of diserimination of a good sors.

Mr. LesiNa : They advertise in four Blinis-
terial papers on Charters Towers, and lesve the
Lsbour paper out.

The HOME SECRETARY did not think it
was his duty to interfere. The hoard had been
ereated to remeve what had been a scandal in
the past, and he could not inquire into their
motives,

Mr. DAWSON : The hon. gentleman appeared
to be labouring under the impression that he was
being pemonalw blamed,

The HoME SECRETARY : The hon. member for
Clermont blamed me distinetly.

3r. DAWSON : Ths hon. gentleman mis-
understnod the hon. member. Personally, he
was not blawing the hon. gentiemsn at all, bus
the hon. gentleman must resognise that he was
the repreientative of the Ad&extwno' Board in
that Chamber, and it was to him uhey Inoked
for information. In ke absence of the Adver-
tising Board, they questioned the hon. gentle-
man, and the hon. gentleman ought to be
farnished with the necessary information. He
supposed the Advertising Board had a repe-
sentative in the lobby, to whom the hon. gentle-
man could apply for information, and before
they were called upon to pass any vote they
should be furnished with 2ll the available
information,
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The HoME SECRETARY : I have given you all
the information I possess,

Mr. DAWSON: They had asked the hon.
gentleman why the Eagle had been singled out
for punishment—because it was nothing else.
The hon. gentleman stated that appurently the
board considered they had a bad case, and that
was the reason the paper had been ignored. He
pointed out last year that the case was a good
one, The FEesjle represented their political
party on Charters Towers. So far as the
publication of the electoral rolls was concerned,
there could be no doubt—as evidenced by the
tramendous mujority by which he and his
colleague had been returned—that the paper had
some influence in the district. He saw Mr,
Ryder immediately after the discussion last
year, and Mr, Ryder pointed out to him that
there were two resscns why the Hagle was not
favoured. One was that it was a weekly paper,
and they wanted to be sure that the paper was
really established in the district before they gave
it any advertising—that it might be a little mush-
room growth, not worth taking into consideration.

He pointed out that it was a paper
[16 p.m.] that had been established for years,
that it had a large circulation, and
that they were already advertising in weekly
newspapers. The very week afterwards there
was a little mushroom paper printed in Brisbane
called the Deenleigh Economist, which was run
by a gentleman named Macnamara. He thought
it ran for only two issues. But in the very first
iz=sue of that paper there were nine or ten
Government advertisements. It was a weekly
paper. He should like the hon. gentleman in
charge of the KEstimates to explain why Mr.,
Drake’s paper, Progress, received £2 last year,

The HOME SHEORHTARY: All that he

eould do was to offisially ask the board if they
h:;d any reason for advertising in ona paper and
not in anotier, and they could tell him or not
just as they pleased. He had asked his own
Under Secretary, and his reply was, * [ am only
one of many”; and he rsipecied \Iv Ryder’s
loyalty to his colleagues, He himself had given
all the information he had been supplied with by
the beard,  Ie might just as well ask why the
Telegraph, which was notoriously opposed to ths
Government, should receive something like £400
or #5300,

Mr. Dawsox : It has a large circu’ation.

MMr. McDoxarp: We do not object to the
Telegraph or Courier getting advertisements,

The HOLIE SECRETARY : Hon. members
said there was political bias ; but here was a
paper, which was certainly as strongly opposed
to the Government as almost any paper in the
colony, and it had received that amount. He
did not think it would be fair toask the board as
& hoard for its reasons. It was an irresponsible
hody ; bub unless the House entrusted the duty
back to the (GGovernment, he did not see what
alternative could be su;\phed

Mr. Dawson: T would sooner give it back to
the Government. Then it would be responsible.

The HOME SECRETARY : Then the Go-
vernment would come in for all these comphints

br. MoDonaLD : They get them all the =ame.
(Laughter.)

My, Lesiva : The board is a kind of buffer.

The HOME SECRETARY : It was nothing
of the sort. The Government had nothing to do
with it

Mr. McDoratp: Who appnints th= board ?

The HOME SECRETARY : The Executive,

Mr. McDowarp: Then what is the use of
saying the Governments has nothing to do with
it then?

The HOMESECRETARY : Theappointment
of thu board was nct the question. If hon.
members said improper appointments were made
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that was a different thing, The under secretaries
were the best men that could be got. They had
the experience, and he believed they had the
ability.

Mr., Dawson : They have a lot of bias, too.

Mr. MocDONNELL : The Hon. the Home
Secretary was the one they had to look to for
information.

The HoxE SECRETARY : He is the only one you
have to abuse.

Mr, McDONNELL: Notatall. Hon. mem-
bers quite understood it was not in the hon.
gentleman’s province to give adverlisements or
keep them Dback; but the board was in his
department, and it was natural hon. members
should question him, What he (Mr. McDonnell)
took exception to was the hon, gentleman saying
he thought the board had shown a wisc diserimi-
nation,

The HoME SECRETARY ¢ I did not say wise, I
said they discriminated. That is what they are
there fer.

Mr, McDONNELL: He thought they had

shown a very unwise discriminatior. There was
a wretched little rag printed in the Valley at the
time of the election—a miserable thing that no
one would take, In fact, people were wrapping
up bottles of keer in it to this day. It wasa
most scurrilous thing breught out to oppose his
hon, colleague and himself, It was only run for
a couple of weeks, yet it received half as much
as the Worker, which had a circulation in Bris-
bane of 10,000; twice as much as Progress, and
about twice as much as the Street, which, he
believed, also had a big circulation in Brisbane.
The board were a body of intelligent men; but
they had not shown business ability in the matter
of distributing advertisements. The Valley paper
he had mentioned had about a page and a-half of
Government advertisements, while the Eagle did
not get a single penny, and the Worker—one
issue of which was worth about half-a-dozen of
it—got a missrable £12, He hoped the mem-
bers of the hoard would take notice of this dis-
cussion, and show a wiser diseretion and greater
business ability than they had shownin the past.
Hon. members on this side of the House did not
think that the papers which represented their
views should have a monopoly ; but they thought
that papers of respectability, which had lerge
circulations, should receive some consiceration.
“ Mr., CALLAN (Fitzroy): He quite agreed
with what had fallen from the hon. wmember who
had just sat down. In his electorate ihere were
four papers, and thie one which was not read by
really one-fourth of the population was the one
that got the most advertising. The paper that
got the most Government advertisements in his
electorate was a paper called Tyuth, which
opposed him most virulently, ‘There were three
papers in his eleciorate, the ZMount Zlorgan
Chronicle, the Mount Morgan Hevald, Truth,
and another which he had not seen, and Truth,
which had aslways run him down, and which
migl & possibly run bim down more after the
remarks he now made, was the one which got the
most advertisements { the Government, e
went to the Home Sevretary to try to get the
matter arranged, but could nos$ get it done.

Mr, GIVENS (Cairns): It was marvellous
the number of coincidences they feund in the
administration of the present Government. They
had been told by the Home Secretary that no
political influence was used in the distribution of
that money for advertising,

'"ghe HoME SECRETARY ;: By the Government, I
said.

Mr, GIVENS : By the rules of the House he
was expected to accept that statement, and he
accepted it ; but he was forced back to the con-
clusion that the administration of affairs in fhis
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colony disclosed an enormous number of coinci-
dences, because zli the favours that were given
by the Advertising Board were generally given
to papers which supported the Ministry at
present in power.

The HoME StucrrTARY : The last speaker gave
an instance to the contrary.

Mr. GIVENS: If anybody locked over the
list read out by the hon. gentleman he must be
convinced that an overwhelming number of the
papers which received the largest amount of
money from the Adveriising Beard were papers
which supported the pressnt Government,
During the past twelve months there were three
papers published in bis electorate, and the paper
which had the largest circulation, and which was
not a Lahcur paper, but a democratic yaper which
gave the best and fullest reports of the pro-
ceedings of public bodies, got less than half of
what the other papers received for Govern-
ment advertising. The other papers were strong
supporters of the Government, and the one
which gob £74 &s against £73 paid to the other
had less than one-third of the circulation of the
other paper. That was grossly unfair. The
hon. gentleman szid all that he could do was to
ask for informstion, and the board could give
it or not as they chose. Me objected fo that
altogether, Lecsuse the members of the hoard
were public servants, and hon. members, as
representatives of the people of the colony, had
a perfect right to demand information.

The HoME SrcremaRY: Well, bring them to
the bar of the House. That is the way to do it.

Mr. GIVENS : They could deal with the
board in another way, and thst was by refusing
to give them any money to speud. It was a
peculiar position of affairs if public servants of
the crlony could flout their masters and refuse
to give them any information as to how they
spend the money that was entrusted to them by
their masters. He did not blame the Minister
for the maladministration which had been
charged against the board, beeause he had not
been a very long time ab the head of the depart-
ment; but it had heen clearly and conclusively
proved that maladministration had been going
on for a long time, snd it was not a true pesition
to take up that the board were independent of
the Committee, snd corld refuse to give bon,
members information.  If they were independent
of the people who paid them their salarier, and
gnve thum the money to spend, the sooner hon.
members gave up cotning there aud allowed the
colony to be govarned by a board the better, and
he protested against it most emphatically. There
were & number of ephemeral rags in Brisbeune,
which had no cirenlation outside Queenstreet, that
wers largely subsidised by the Advertising Board,
Tt was disgraceful meladministration that thosn
papers should be snbsidised as they were with
Government adveriisements which the pzople for
whem they were intended would never have a
chance cf seeing. He did not object to the
amount of the vote for advertising, 2s he thought
the Govermment might do well to spend even a
i larger amount, &4 it waz good briiness to adver-
| tise largely. The Goverament might save money
| by advertising more extensivsly than they did
'W tenders raquired, lands open to sclection, and
|

other matters of thut kind, DBut he objected to
any money beiny spent by a hoard that had
displayed such disgraceful maladministration of
the funds placed at its disposnl as the Advertis-
ing Bosrd had done. He noticed hon, members
were very chary about eriticising the vile rags to
which he had referred, and that was probably
because they thought those rags would get at them.
They might get at him as much as they chose, but
it would st prevent him standing up there to
perform his public duty. Those papers had no
| news in them, and were not newspapers in any
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sense at all ; they did not reach one-fiftieth ofthe
penple of the capital, let alone anyone at all out-
side it. It was a waste of public money to put
Government advertisements in them, because
they did not reach the people thoy were intended
to reach. The Courier and Telegraph reached
almost everyone in the city, and ‘there were
reputable weekly papers published in Brisbane
that circulated almost all over the colony, and
while they had reputable papers of that kind
they would do much better for the country to
publish their advertisements in those papers.

Te had said it was a coincidence that the papers
supporting the Government should receive mest
of the advertisements, but while he accepted the
statement of the Home Secretary that that was
not dus to political influence, it appeared to him
that the explanation of the whole thing was that
the members of the board knew what would
please the Government, and that aceounted for
the way in which they digtributed Government
advertisements.

Mr. PLUNKETT (Albert) was in a position
to correct the statement made by the leader of
the Opposition in conneetion with the Heonomist.
That ps:per was never publizhed in Beenleigh
at all. The hon. gentleman also mentioned the
large number of Government advertisements
that psper got, but, in fair play, it should be
stated that that paper wis not a Government
paper at all, or a supporter of the Government.
With regard to the board, nifstakes were cer-
tainly made in the distribution of advertisements,
whether they were intentional or not, and some
papers did not get fair play. Buj he did not
blame the board for it, and far less the Govern-
ment. He believed that those who canvasted
the board most, and bothered them most for
advertisements, got most advertisements; and
he did not believe the Government had in any
one way tried to influence the board in giving
advertisements,

Mr. CALLAN : The hon. member for Cairns
had put it down that the Governmnent papers
got all the Government sdvertizements, but he
had given an illustration from hisown electorate.
After his election a large number of men got on
the roll, and the editor of one of the papers that
had strongly supporied him wrote down to him
and asked him to secure the advertisement of
those names for him., He saw the Home Secre-
tary and his Under Secretary about it, and he
was told the thing went from one to the other
of three papers in that electorate, and it was
time for the other man to get that advertisement.
If the Government were looking for support in
that way they would have given the advertiss-
ment to the paper that had supported him, and
he thought he had been treated badly by the
Government in the matter.

Mr. T. B. CRIBB (Igswich) was not surprised
at so much discussion on that vote, when they
had so many representatives of the Press in the
Committee. He knew of a case in Ipswich
where, when the Government advertisements
were withdrawn from # paper, the next issue of
the paper contained an ariicle against Elinisters
of the Crown, and complained of their cruelty.
A list of all the employees on the paper was
published, and it was stated that the proprietor,
editor, and employees of the paper would be
reduced to starvation by the withdrawal of the
Government advertisements.  Some years ago it
used to be complained that thare were too many
lawyers in that House, but now they had not so
many lawyers, but they had a great many news-

paper propriefors. If it was an
[10°30 p.m.] evil to have too many lawyers in

the House, it was quite as great an
evil to have foo many newspaper representatives
in it
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Mr, STORY said that in the matter of
advertising the Government should consider
something more than whether a paper supported
or opposed them, It wag absolutely necessary,
first of all, that a paper should be truthful in its
reports and honest in its criticisms. Why the
Advertising Board should be used for the sup-
port of papers which were manifestly untruthful
he did not know. Why the Worker; for
instance, should get one advertisement from the
Government he failed to see. I.et anyone take
up the last issue of the Worker and compare its
contente with what really happened, and he
would defy them to say that it contained any-
thing like a truthful report of what occurred.
The Government were not justified in supporting
an organ of that kind. They only kept it alive
to the discredit of the Press and the misleading
of the public.

Mr. LESINA said it was ridiculous to say
that the pittance of £12 received by the Worker
for Government advertisements last year was
necessary to keep a paper alive which had a
circulation of 16,000, There were no doubt
papers that were kept in existence by means of
Government advertizsements. There was a
weekly paper in the North, called the Cooktown
Independent, and if there was on the face of the
earth a more utterly unserupulous rag, he should
like to have it pointed out.

Mr, J. Hayirrox : The Cooktown Independent
has never been had up for slander.

Mr., LESINA : It had never made the
assertion that the hon. member for Cook was a
gentleman. If it had, no doubt the hon. mem-
ber would have had the proprietor arrested
immediately for slander, and got damages out of
him. That disreputable paper, of which the
hon, member was the correspondent down
here—

Mr., J. HauiLroN : That is utterly untrue.

Mr. LESINA : He accepted the denial, It
was reported generally in the North that the
hon. member was the Drishane correspondent
for that paper.

Mr, J. Hamrnron: I have stated that that is
utterly untrue, and yet the hon, member re-
iterates his assertion.

Mr. LESINA : He had said he accepted the
denijal, but he had heard it from a person who
came from Cooktown.

The CHAIRMAN : If the hon. member for
Cooktown denies the statement, the hon. member
for Clermont must accept the denial.

Mr. LESINA said he accepted the denial.
He merely stated, for the information of the
Committee, that he had heard it. That
wretehed rag last year received £350 or £59 from
the Government. Its circulation was wretchedly
smally its staff consisted of the editor and a
small boy ; but it was the Government organ,
and it had sufficien$ influence to return the hon.
member. It lived largely because of the subsidy
iv received from the Advertising Board. To
compare & paper with a circulation of 150 with
that of the Worker, with its 16,000, and to give
one .£50 or £60 worth of advertisements and the
other only £12 worth was a manifest absurdity.

Me. J. HAMILTON said it was hardly
worth while to answer the hon. member for
Clermont, but he might inform the Committee
that the Cooktown Independent was never had up
for slander, and that its editor’s oath had never
been disbelieved by a jury of his fellow-country-
men, and he himself punished. As to his
corresponding with that paper, it was not the
fact. He had no time to correspond with that
or any other paper, and did not do so. He
remembered seeing in the Cooktown Independent
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some not very complimentary remarks about the
hon. member. That hon. member, who, outside
the Chamber, was—

The mildest manner’d man

Phat ever scuttled ship or cut a throat——
was making use of his position in the House to
libel that paper because of some comments made
upon himself in its columns,

My, GIVENS : The hon. member for Balonne
had said that these advertisements should be
given to truthful, honest, and respectable
papers ; but, if there was any object in adver-
tising at all, it was that the information
should reach the people. The sole object of
all advertising was publicity, What would be
the good of advertising in papers—probably
most estimable papers in many ways—which
hard only alimited circulation, and which were
only read by a certain class of people—students
for instance ? Apart from the merits of any
particular paper, the object of the Advertising
Board should be to advertise in papers which
had the largest circulation in the districts con-
cerned. Their only object should ke to reach
the public, apart from the charscier of the
politics which any particular paper advocated.

Mr. DAWSON : He had moved his amengd-
ment as a protest, and he would like to amend it,
because if carried as it stood it might impair the
efficiency of the Advertising Board. He begged
to move a reduction of &£1 instead of £1,000.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. gentleman had
better withdraw his first amendment,

Mr, DAWSON : Yes, I withdraw that.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. DAWSON moved a reduction of £1 on
the vote.

Question-—That £6,824 only be granted—put ;
and the Committee divided :—

AvYEs, 17.

Messrs. Glassey, Givens, Lesina, Kerr, Jackson,

Hardacre, MeDonnell, Maxwell, Dibley, Stewart, Ryland,

Fitzgerald, Browne, McDonald, Turley, Dunsford, and
Dawson.
Nogrs, 19,

Messrs. Dickson, Rutledge, Dalrymple, Philp, Murray,
Chataway, Yoxton, Moore, Newell, . B. Cribb, Lord,
J. C. Cribb, Campboll, Annear, Story, Callan, Hanran,
Bartholomew, and Stephenson.

PAIR.

Aye—Mr. Fogarty. No—23My, Smith,

Question resolved in the negative,

Question—That £6,825 be granted for the
Advertising Board—put and passed.

INSANITY.

The HOMIE SECRETARY moved that
£45,259 e granted in connection with in-
sanity, There was a total increase of
£2,922 under this vote. ¥t was made up of
an increase of £100 to Dr, Hoegg; one extra
attendans at £270 ; the assistant superintendent
an extra £50 ; and increases, according to regula-
tion, to the male and female attendants. A%
Sandy Gallop there was an increase of only £20,
and at Toowoomba an increase of £234—an
additional appointment of engineer at £122
being the principal item. There was = total
increase in the contingency vote of £1,310.

Mr, LESINA (Clermont) : Under this vote he
wished to offer a protest agiinst the inhuman
and barbarous treatment meted out to lunatics
who were brought down from the Central and
Northern districts. He knew of two cases in
which lunatics on the road to Brishane had met
their deaths by jumping overboard. He noticed
that the lunatic asylums were all located in the
South within eighty miles of Brisbane, and there
was none in the Central division at all. If the
relatives of unfortunate persons in the back
blocks who went insane wished to see them,
there was nothing for it but for them to come to
the metropolis, and then travel to Goodna, Too-
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wocmba, or Sandy Gallop. That was a great
hardship, because those relatives were often puor
people, and when once the unfortunate insane
person was taken in charge by the police and con-
veyed South there was a strong probability that
his relatives would not see him again for years,
That was a grave abuse that ought to be rectified.
Iow it could be rectified he did not know unless
by building an asylum in the Central district,
No doubt the head of the department would
remember the two cases of suicide to which he
referred. Owe w:s the case of a man named
Davis, and the other that of a woman whose
nsme he did not know. Of course those unfor-
tunate creatures might be Letter off where they
were, but he thought it was incumbent upon the
Government to extend more humane considera-
tion to unfortunate people afllicted with lunacy.
Some provision should, at all events, be made to
prevent the possibility of their committing suicide.
If in this nizeteenth century a better method of
conveying lurnatics from one pavt of the colony to
the other could not be devised, it was time that
the people raised their veices and resented the
present treatment extended to persons afflicted
n this way. Another thing to which he objected
was the retention of the Sandy Gallop Asylum,
the Petric Terrace Lleception-house, and the
Diamautina O:phanage Asylum, which were
simply maintained to find billets for needy
persons. He thought it would be preferable to
clogs up those places altogether, and estabiish
asylums in Rockhampton and Townsville.
Thouse were the two protests he had to make.
Whether they would be effective or not he could
not say, but he hoped the matter would be taken
up by the persons interested, and that some
improvement would taks place in the depart-
mental sdministration,

Question put and pass<ed.

RECHEPTION-HOUSES.
The HOME SKCRETARY moved £3,082
be granted for reception - houses.
[11 p.m.] There was an increase of £120 result-
ing from a ncw appointment and

some small additions to salaries; otherwise the
provision was exactly the same as last year.

Question put and passed.

PRISONS,

The HOMX SECRETARY moved that
£25,679 be granted for prisons. The increase
ou the amount voted last year was £473. The
increase for the chief office was £54. The
incrense for the Brishane gaol was £150, includ-
ing £70 for a clerk, which was a new sppoint-
ment, the clerical work having been previously
done by the chief warder with prison assistance
—ag practice that had been found objectionable,
because he had to spend time in the office which
should be spent in the work of supervision out-
side the office. At Rockhampton there was an
increase of £120 for an additional warder; at
Roma there was an increase of £20, and at
Townsville an increase of £30, And there was
£30 for a police gaol at Camooweal. There was
a decrease of £10 for St. Helena, The amount
asked for conmtingencies was £69 more than last
year, made up in this way : £250 for provisions,
storen, and incidentals; and £19 for extra
allowance for living, making £209; against
which there was a decrease of £200 in the
amount required as gratuities to discharged
prisoners, the number of long-sentenced prisoners
to be discharged this year not being so great as
last year.

Mr., MocDONNELL (Fortttude Valiey) asked
whether the construction of a gaol in Brisbane
for females was to be proceeded with at once.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes.
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Mr, McDONNELL was very glad to hear it,
becsuse he had been advocating for a long time
the removal of the present gaol from Fortitude
Valley. He hoped also that when the Valley
gaol was done away with, the land would be
devoted to school purposes. He wished to know,
also, whether it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to erect a gaol inland in place of the
present pinal establishment at St, Helena, in
accordancs with the recommendation made year
after year by the Comptrolier of Privons, In his
report for the present year that officar =aid—

‘With regard to8t. Helena in particular, I have for years
paszt pointed out its unsuitability and the necd for the
croction of a new penal establishinent in its place. At
present money has to be continually zpzent in repairs,
and still more will have to be expended as the buildings
grow older and older. ’

During the past year repairs have been made to the
stockade buildings, stockade wall, officers’ quarters,
barracks, schoolhouwse (which has besn almost rebuilt),
shops, ete., while an addition was made to the boat-
house, a silo pit made, and a tramear built. A stone
hayshed was also ecnmmenced.

Furtier acecommsdation in the shape of sleeping
quarters for warders coming off night duty is required.

The eonstruction and plan of the presant buildings

do not permit of a proper system of separation and
classification, and while ot the subject I wonld respect-
fully point out here the necessity which exists for pro-
viding for a considerable suur of money for prison
buildings at different places,
The placa was all built of wood, and there was
the possibility of fire breaking out at any time.
He thought the only thing that would bring the
Government to their senses in this matter would
be some unfortunate accident of that kind, which
might oceur at any time, becouse the comptroller
hnd pointed out again and again that if a fire
oceurred there would be no possibility of escape.
Another matter was the salary paid to the
present superintendent. He understood that
Mr. Ryaw’s predecessors received £500 per
annum, while 3r, Ryan wuas only getting £375
after thirty years’ service.

Mr. GIVENS : Quite enough, too.

Mr. McDONNELL : He believed in paying a
man according to his work and responsibility.
A handsome profit was being made through the
work of the prizoners, and much of the credis
must be due to the superintendent. On that
side of the Committee they did not, as a rule,
advocate increases to highly paid officers, but
Mr, Rvan was certainly one of those who were
deserving of an increare.

The HOME SLCRETARY : The plans of
the new gaol for females were in an advanced
state.  They would be fine buildings, most
suitable for the purpose, and so far as he knew,
they would be pushed on with expedition by the
Works Department,

At11°13 pom.,

Mr, GIVENS called attention to the state of
the Committee. An important question like
this shonld be discussed in a fuller House.

The HOME SECRETARY : You ask for an
explanation, and immediately call attention to
the state of the Committee so that you cannot
get ib.

Quorum formed.

Mr. McDONNELL: Did the hon. gentleman
decline to give the information he asked for ? He
had nothing to do with the hon. member for
Cairns calling atteation to the state of the
Committee,

Mr, G1veNS: I had a perfect right to do it.

Mr. McDONNELL : He simply wished the
hon. member for Barcoo to go out and bring in
the hon. member for Croydon, who had some-
thing to say about Mr, Ryan. He putreasonable
questions to the hon. gentleman, and he did not
think that any other hon. member desired to
speak on the vote, so that there was no use the
hon. gentleman declining to give information,
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because the hon. member for Cairns exercised
his right to call attention to the state of the
Committee.

The Houe Secrerary: You have asked me
some questions, and if you stop lecturing I will
answer.

Mr., M¢DONNELL: The hon. gentleman
declined to answer, and that was his reason for
getting up.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber was misquoting him. He had done nothing
of the sort. If those tactics were to be pursued,
he said it would be unnecessary for him to give
any further information. Immediately he rose
to reply one of the hon. members on the other
side at—as he thought—a signal from the hon,
member for Fortitude Valley, rose and called
attention to the state of the Committee.

Mr, McDonNELL : 1 gave no signal at all.

The HOME SECRETARY : He was pre-
pared to accept the statement of the hon. mem-
ber that it was not done with his connivance.
The gaol for females would be proceeded with
shortly. As to St. Helena, that was a big ques-
tion, involving a great deal of money, and there
were other buildings that were more urgently
needed. Bt, Helena was a model penal establish-
ment, but it was generally admitted that at some
future date it should be removed to the mainland.
Of course the danger from fire was a strong
reason why the iustitution should be removed,
but things could go on as they were for some
little tirselonger. It was not such acrying need,
for instance, as the new gaol for females,

Mr. KERR (Barcoo) asked for some informa-
tion about a young man who had been confined
in Blackall Gaol, and, being apparently cut of
his mind, was put ina straight jacket? He
managed to get out of the straight jacket and
hang himself with a strap which he fixed
over the door of his cell. He did not know
whether there had been any inquiry, but i
showed a lack of discipline when such a thing
could cccur.

The HoME SEORETARY: I suppose the strap
belonged to the straight jacket.

Mr. KERR: It seemed a strange thing that
he could have got out of the jacket if it had
been properly vut round. When such a thing
as that took placs it looked as if there was some-
thing radically wrong., He should like to know
if any inquiry had been made into that death,
and what was the result of it.

The HOME SECRETARY : There had been
an inquiry, and it was found that no blame
could be attached to anybody.

Mr. HANRAN (Townsville): He had been
asked by the hon, member for Herbert, who had
been compelled to leave through illness, to call
attention to the fact that while the superinten-
dent of the gaol at Rockhampton received £300
a year, the superintendent of the gaol ab
Stewart’s Creek, Townsville, than whom there
was no more competent man, received only £290,

The HOME SECRETARY : He would reply
to the question of the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley at the same time as he was replying to
the question of the hon. member for Townsville.
The reason those officers had not received
increases this year was because they were
granted increases last year. No increases were
recommended by the Public Service Board this

ear.
Y Mr McDONNELL: The Hon, the Home
Secretary’s reply with regurd to S, Helena was
disappointing. He admitted that the erection
of the new establishment would mean the expen-
diture of a large amount of money; but there
was no getting away from the fact that it was
absolutely necessary something should be done.

The HoME SEcrETARY: The building is in very
good order.
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Mr. MoDONNELL: The
Prisons in his report said—

The general condition of the buildings of this estab-
lishment is bad.

The roofing and the timberin all of them is more or
less decayed or decaying, and require constant repair,
and as the buldings become older and more dilapidated
the risk of fire increases.

It is absolutely necessary that provision should be
made for the erection of a new penal establishment.
He was milder in his report this year than he
had been in years past. Inthe past he had been
very strong in his recommendation as to the
necessity for new buildings, and, although the
expenditure might be great, it was an expendi-
ture that would have to be faced. He was
rather disappointed that the Homse Secretary
had not said he was prepared to recommend that
Mr. Ryan’s salary should be increased, as he was
deserving of it. But he hoped that next year
he would give him an increase.

Mr. STEWART (Rockhampton North): He
thought that every cne of the superintendents
of prisons was too highly paid. The superin-
tendent of a local prison got as much as a mam-
ber of Parliament., (Laughter.) It was not a
laughing matter at all. If his services were not
worth more to the community than those of the
superintendent of St. Helena, the sooner he
retired the better. Imagine the Comptroller of
Prisons getting £600 a year. 'Why, he was batter
paid than even a Cabinet Minister. Then there
was another who got £375 a year, What was he
paid for?

Mr. McDoNNELL : He has more work,

Mr. STEWART : How did the hon. gentle-
man know? Had he had any practical ex-
perience? Someone had been piping into his
ear.

Mr, McDoxNnELL: I never spoke to them.

Mr, STEWART: Any official who got the
ear of a member of Parliament got his screw in-
creased ; and any official who did not get the ear
of a member of Parliament was left in the mud.
All these superintendents were too highly paid.
He would reduce their salaries 20 to 25 per cent.
While the colony was overloaded with highly-
paid servants they had mawmbers coming forward
—members representing the working classes,
many of whom got from 30s. a week downward,
and very few of them over that—and clamouring
for increases. He would never be a party to that.
Looking over the list he found that those who
had professional knowledge were paidamuchlo xer
wage than warders. For instance, dispensers
and dentists were paid £30a yearless than warders.
Again, the schoolmaster got only £110 per
annum, while the clerk wnd storekeeper received
£230. Surely a schoolmaster was worth more

than a clerk and storekeeper, whom
[11:30 p.m.] they could get anywhere. Those

anomalies were to be found right
through the Estimate. While he would always
advocate increases to low paid officials, he would
oppose with all the strength of which he was
capable, increases to those men whom he con-
sidered were too highly paid already.

Mr. GIVENS had a strong idea that it would
not be a difficult matter to make their prisons
entirely self-supporting, because the criminals
incarcerated there were generally able-bodied
men. Could the Minister give them an approx-
imate idea of the total value of the several classes
of goods produced in the several prisons of the
colony, and of the net loss annually of keeping
our criminal population ?

Mr. McDONNELL took exception to the
remarks of the hon. member for North Rock-
hampton regarding his advocacy of an increase
in the salary of the superintendent of St.
Helena. Asto that officer having approached
him on the subject he could only say that he had

Comptroller of
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never spoken to Mr. Ryan, and had only met
him onone occasion, and that was when he visited
St. Helena with other members of Parliament.
Members on that side did not always denounce
the payment of high salaries, and as far as he
was concerned, he believed that a man who
cocupied a high position and rendered valuable
servicss to the country should be highly paid,
and the superintendent of St Helena oceupied
the next mo:t responsible position to that of the
Cowmptroller of Prisons. With regard to the
erection of a new gaol to take the place of St.
Helena, he would point out that in 1896 Sir
Hozrace Tozer said—

With regard to St. Ilelena, the Comptroller-General
had simply brovgzht under the notice ot the House a
fact that he (Mr. Tozer) had mentioned once or twice
before—rpamely, that the buildirgs at that place were
old-fashioned, znd did not afiord all the accommoda-
tion required. Any Minister having charge of a
wooden gaol must always fetl considerable anxiety
because of its liaiity to fire, and he hoped that ke
would yet be able to mature a scheme for removing
the gaol from 8t. Ilelena, which was expensive and diffi-
cult to manage, to somne more suitable place. They would
be able to accommodate the prisoners in Stewart’s Creek
Gaol, at Rockhampten, and at Boggo road while new
buildings wers being erected, but he had not hitherto
been able to undertake that work because the Govern-
ment had not the necessary funds. He was quite aware
of the Gisadvanutages connected with St. IIelsna, The
warders had to he swparated from their famnilies; the
conditions of life there were altogether different from
what they ought to be in & gaol, and he would be glad
to maks some alterations by which they could have
the gaol on the mainland, but that could not be done
at present, as they had not the money.

The colony was in a better position financially
now than it was in 1896, and he hoped that
before the vote passed the Home Secretary
would bs able to tell t'e Committee that the
Government intended at an early dute to ervct a
gaol on the mainland to take the place of St.
Helena.

The HOME SECRETARY: Al the argu-
ment with regard to the removal of the
prisoners from St. Helena to the mainland was
not on one side. There was a great deal to be
said in favour of keeping the gaol where it was
at present. There would be advantages in
moving the gaol to the mainland, as for instance
economy in some respects, and facilities for per-
misting warders to reside with their families.

Mr. McDonszLL: And a better sysiem of
classification.

The HOME SECRETARY: There was a
great deal to be said in favour of the system
which existed at S, Helena, because, as he
understood, certain liberty—perhaps unexsmpled
in any other similar establishment—could be
given there to prisoners who behaved well. The
hon, member had quoted the late Home Secre-
tary ; and it was amusing to hear hon. members
opposite quoting that hon. gentleman, whes, if
anyone on the Government side presumed to
quote him, his opinions were received with
laughter and derision. Hon. members opposite
50 often spoke ill of the late Home Secretary,
especially behind his back, that it was amusing
to find how ready they were to quote him when
it suited their purpose.

Mr., McDONNELL took great exception to
the remarks of the hon. gentleman. They said
nothing of the late Home Secretary behind his
back that they would not say to his face. They
admitted that that hon, gentleman bad shown
himself, in conunection with institutions like
Dunwich and St. Helena, possessed of a good
deal of good nature and a humane spirit. As
head of the department for several years, he

robably krew more of the condition of St

elena than the present Home Secretary; and,
though they might in many things have been
bitterly opposed to the late Home Secretary, he
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was doing nothing inconsistent in quoting that
hon. gentleman’s remarks in support of what he
was advocating.

Mr. TURLEY had: been informed that the
hours of warders in the prizons were very long.
The information Le had was that the hours for
the first day were from 630 a.m. to midnight—
seventeen and a-half hours; the second day,
630 a.m. to 515 p.m.—ten and three-quarter
hours ; third day, 6°30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.—twelve
hours ; and the fourth day, 12 midnight to 7
a.m. That was for what was termed aotive
duty, and apart from that they were away frem
their homes for a still longer perind on what was
called reserve duty. The actual time on duty
for four days was forty-five hours’ active and
ten and a-half hours’ reserve duty, or a total of
fifty-five and a-half hours in four days. 'I'hat
was very nearly fourteen hours per dey. Those
appeared to be excessively long hours, and he
understood that the police hzd eight hours’ duty
and sixteen hours off. He asked if his informa-
tion was correct ?

The HOME SECRETARY : The figures
quoted by the hon. member were, he understood,
coirect, and the warders worked on an average
from ten and a-half to ten and three-quarter
hours per day, and they served the seventeen
hours in one day in order i enable them to gt
twenty-four hours ¢ff tegether in each wesk.
The hon. member was quoting Brisbane Gaol ?

Mr. TuRLEY: Yes.

The HOME SECRETARY : That was the
system in the Brisbane Gaol.

My, TorLEY ¢ Is that ten and three-quarter
hours a day for six or seven days a week ?

The HOME SECRETARY : For six days.
They got one day off as a result of having put in
seventeen hours at one time.

Mr. Tvrrey : That would be over sixty-three
hours a week ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes, about that,

Mr. TURLEY : Those were rather long
hours, he should imagine, but of course he did
not know what the duties were, It must be
wdmitted that sixty-thres hours a week was a
fairly long time for a man to work. He under-
stood that the police had eight hours on duty,
and sixtesn hours off, and their duties were cer-
tainly not more arduous than those of warders in
prisons,

The HoMe SECRETARY : A very large propor-
tion of it is not work.

Mr. TURLEY : They had to be there, and
they had certain duties to perform, If they were
superintending a gang of men they had to put
in the same number of hours as the men who
were doing the manual work,

The HOMY SECRETARY said that in his
opinion if eight hours was a fair day’s work at
manuval labour, ten and a-half hours did not
appear to be very excessive for men who were
doing labour which was neither physically nor
mentaily exhausting, and which was very
largely done under cover. That was not the
case with police constables, who had to be on
their feet all the time they were patrolling.

Mr. NEWELL said he knew hundreds of men
who were working more than ten and a-half
hours a day, and for less money than the warders
in gaols, They were working in gullies often up
to their knees in water, from daylight till dark,

Mr, FisHER : But they are their own bosses,
and that makes all the difference.

Mr. NEWELL: There were any numbsr of
men in the country who would be only too glad
to get the billet of prison warder, notwithstanding
the long hours they had to work.

Mr. TURLEY : That was not the point with
regard to employment by the State. There was
not a man whose salary they had been voting,
whose place could not be filled to-morrow at a
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lower figure. It was no argument to say that
men had good times because there wers per-
sons outside who were prepared to do their work
at the same rate,

The Houe SECRETARY : You said at a lower

rate,

Mr. TURLEY : The Committee had just
increased a certiin salavy by £100,
[12 o’clock] There were no doubt dozens of men
who would gladly have that officer’s
billet at 50 per cent. reduction ; but all that was
entirely beside the question. It had been laid
down by men who had just as much ability and
intelligence as any hon. member sitting on the
Treasury bench, that the duty of the State was
to pay slightly higher wages than were paid out-
side, so that the State should set a good example
to ouside employers in this way, The argument
that other men were willing to {ill these positions
at the same salary was a miserable psttifogging
one that would not be backed up by anyone who

understood the position.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. gentle-
man had gene entirely off the track in speaking
on the question of wages. The hon. member
raised the question of hours, and the hon. mem-
kata pointed out that thers were
other men who were willing to do the same work
at the same wage, indicating that the hours were
not excessive. The point was that no complaint
had been made by the men doing this work, and
that there were obher men willing o do the work
at the same wage. Let a vacancy oceur, and
the department would be overwhelmed with
applications.

Mr, TURLEY : Two or three years ago the
same argument was used by members with
regard to the men in the Railway Department,
some of whom were only receiving 5s. or 5. 6d. a
day—that other men could he found to fill their
vacant positions at the same salary. He had
certain information, and he submitted it to the
Minister, who said that it was substantially
correct, Then he asked the Minister if he did
not think these warriors worked rather long
hours, and the hon. member for Woothakata
said that plenty of other men could be found who
would be willing to fill sny vacancies that
might orcur &t lesy wages,  All this meant that
the condition of ghe country was not so glorivus
as it had bien made out to be.  If the argument
was followed out to its logical conclusion, the
result would be that these positions should be
tendered for, and the lowest tenderer should get
the jobs, The result would be that they would
have Undsr Seeretaries working for £150 a year.

Mr, T, B. CRIBB (Ipswick): The hon. member
for South Brisbane had displayed alarge amount
of virtuous indignation, but he would remind that
hon. member that a similar expression to which
he took so much objection had been made ona
previous cccasion by numbers of hon. members
on the same side as himself. In a discussion
Iast session an hon. member on the front Oppo-
sition bench took exception to the proposed
increase in some sularies, and stated that thers
would bs no diffieulty in replacing those officials
at much lower salaries, To this he (Mr. Oribb)
replied in somewhat similar terms to that
employed by the hon. member for South Bris-
bane to-night, but neither he ncr any one else
on his side took any exception to the remarks he
now objected to when made by his own side.

The CHAIRMAN : I think hon. members
are rather digressing from the vote before the
Committee, and I ask them to confine their re-
marks strictly to the vote.

Mr, GIVENS: He had asked the Minister for
certain information, but the hon. gentleman
had not had the courtesy to reply—perhaps he
had forgotten it.
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The HOME SECRETARY: What
does the hon, gentleman want?

Mr. GIVENS : He had asked what was the
approximate value of the goods manufactured in
the gaols,

The HOME SECRETARY referred the hon.
member to page 14 of the Comptrolier-General’s
report, where he would obtain all the information
he asked for.

Mr, LESINA: Some time ago he asked a
question with respect to the number of coloured
aliens in the gaols of the colony, and he was in-
formed tha’ ths total nunber for five years was
1,611, and that there were 105 in ths gacls
to-day who cost 23, 5id. yer week to keep.
He found by the Comptroller-General’s report
that the number reully was 356, ard at,
say, 2s. 6d. per head they were costing the
colony the enormous sum of £12,0600 per
sunum  to keep. That was a nice little
bill to pay for the coloured alien curse. Hedrew
attention to thai, because it was an important
factor in determining of what value to the colony
alien labour really was, Another point upon
which he had not been satisfied was with regard
to the condition of the gaol at St. Helena, The
Lon, member fcr Woothakata said it was a com-
fortable institution, and that there was practi-
cally no danger from fire; but he found, on
reference to the comptroller’s report, that the
building was in a state of decay, and the risk of
fire daily in d. e aleo printed out that it
would be necessary to facs the question of build-
ing a new gaol, if their gaol system was to
be kept up to date. The statenients of the hon.
mewmber for Wouthakaia were, therefore, not
boine out by fact.

The HOMY SECRETARY : The figurcs re-
lating to coloured wlisns in the gaols of the
colony which the hon. memnber had quoted
referred to the whole year. There may have
been & number in for a week or fortnig:t, and
the hou, member would have to average them
for the whole year. He could not take a man
with a fortnight’s sentence and set him down as
costing a certain sum per week for the whole
year. Then he would point ous that the cest
which the hon. member quoied was the total
cost, but as against that he would find in the
table to which the hon. membser for Cairns had
been referred, that against the cost of £25,000,
there was the value of work dome to the extent
of L17,677 as a set off. If that work were not
done by the prisonsrs it would have to bs done
by outside labour.

Mr. Givexs: If there were no prisoners there
it would nnt want to be done at all.

The HOME SECRETARY : An effort had
been made to saddle a certain class of prisoners
with the cost, but the gaols would require to be
corried on if there were no such class of
prisoner. There was & cr+dit of something like
60 or 70 per cent. to be taken off the hon,
member’s tigures, even on the reduced scale.

Mr. LESINA noticed that there were several
cases reported in which bredches of prisen diseip-
line had been punished by confinement in dark
cells for periods of from one to three days, and
from onc to seven and fen days. Did that mean
that there was a total deprivation of light?

The HOME SECRETARY: VYis. The
superintendent had power to sentence prisoners
to dark cells up to three days, and anything
over that was done by the visiting justice.
There had been no case during the year in which
the punishment had been inflicted for more than
three days.

Mr. GIVENS : During the discussion on the
Criminal Code Bill the Attorney-General ad-
mitted that solitary confinement in a dark cell
should not be inflicted for such a trivial offence
as a breach of prison discipline. It was the

information
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most cruel and brutal form of punishment which
could be inflicted, and individuals like the super-
intendent of a gaol or the visiting justice should
not have power to sentence a prisoner to such a
cruel punishment, practically without trial, be-
ceuse the unfortunate prisoner dare not open his
mouth. That brutal punishment had been in-
flicted on cne female last year. In counection
with flogging, when the subject was previously
under discussion, they had been assured by the
medical superintendent that flogging had never
been inflicted with such severity as to draw
blood, and yet immediately after that statement
was made, both the Courter and Telegraph stated
that blood freely flowed, snd that the flogging
wag of a most dreadful nature.

The CHAIRMAN : T think the hon. member
is digressing from the subject before the Com-
mittee.

Mr. GIVENS took the liberty of disagreeing
with that ruling.

The CHAIRMAN : If the hon. member
disagrees with my ruling, there is only one course
open to him.

Mr. GIVENS moved that the Chairman’s
ruling he disagreed to.

Mr. FISHER (Gumpic): 1f flogging was men-
tioned in the report, and formed a part of the
prison regulations, he submitted that the hon.
member for Cairns was in order in discussing it
under this vote. 1f the Chairman’s ruling was
correch, he could rule every reference to any
report out of vrder. e trusted the Chairman
would not press his ruling, and he would like to
hear those who were responsible for the guidance
of the Committee give some reasons why the
ruling should be sustained.

The HOME SHCRETARY : The Chuirman

had given his rulinsg, and the hon.
[12:30 = m.] member for Gympie and the hon,

member for Cairns were question-
ing it.  If the hon. member chose to get up
and talk abous it, nobody could prevent him,

Me, Figuenr : Keep to the point of order.

The HOME SECRETARY: He was not
discussing the point of order. He was replying
to the hon, membar. The hon. gentleman
called on the Ministerial benches to support his
motion. Why should they ?

Mr, Frsuer: Has a ruling been given ?

The HOME SECRETARY : We are going to
support the Chair anyhow.

Mr. LESINA : He should certainly support
the mction that the Chairman’s ruling be dis-
sgreed to because he found that in_table 9
reference was made to corporal punishment,
which of course, meant flogging.

The CHAIRMAN : I wish to mention before
it goes to the vote that the reason I called the
hon, member to order was that he was proceed-
ing to bring forward a case referred to in the
papers years ago. That could not be relevant
to the question before the Committee.

Mr. FISHER : What he desired to get from
the front Government bench was a clear definite
statement regarding the point of order. He
should like to hear the opinion of the leader of
the House.

"he PREMIER : He did not see that he was
called upon to express an opinion. It was his
duty to support the Chair, unless he was in the
wrong, It would have been far better for the
hen. gentleman notto have moved the motion, but
now that it had been moved it had better be
dﬁeoided by a vote. He intended to support the

air,

Mr. STEWART: He was very much
astonished at the ruling given by the Chairman.
The hon. member for Cairns was discussing the
question of flogging, and as that question was
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referred to in the report he held in his hand, it
was quite within the power of the hon. gentleman
to discuss it, and to refer to previous cases
of flogging, in order to back up or illustrate his
argument, That being the case, he could not do
otherwise than support the motion that the
Chairman’s ruling be disagreed to,

Question—That the Chairman’s ruling be dis-
agreed to—put and negatived.

* Mr., GIVENS: He noticed from the report
that corporal punishment was inflicted cn a
prisoner in Brishane Gtaol for a breach of prison
discipline—namely, insubordinate conduc: and
language. He supposed the prisoner disobeyed
some warder or somebody elss, which was not a
very brutal offence. Yet for that he was sen-
tenced to the brutal and degrading puni+hment
of flogging, practica'ly without any trial at all.
The Hon. the Attorney-General had assured the
House on a recen’; oceasion that he did not ap-
prove of that punishment being inflicted for
breaches of prisun discipline ; but hon. members
found from the report that it had been inflicted
in some cases for very slight breaches.

The Home SrcrETaRY: There were only
eleven cases in the whole year in all the prisons
of the colony,

My, GIVENS: Taulier in ths sezsion they
were assured by the inedical superintendent,
through the Attorney-Gene:ul, that flogging wus
not nearly so brutal a punishment as people
generally imagined, and that blood was never
drawn, and yet hon. members had conclusive
proof at that time that blood was drawn, and
that the punishment was most degrading and
brutalising. If prisovers were properly managed
there should be 1o need for such a brutal form of
punishment. Anocther point to which he wished
to direct attention was that the amount of
work performed for prison purposes last year
was £9,832 8s. 8d., and the amount they were
now asked to vote was £23,579, so that the total
cost of their prisons for the year would be
£35,411, and as against that they had only a
little over £7,800 for work performed for the
various Government departents, and actual cash
received for stock, produce, ete. If a proper
system were pursued, the large number of able-
bodied men whom they had in their gaols should
be able to support themselves, Why should
they not be made to clear and improve land
belonging to the State, and to grow the produce
which was required by different departments ?

The HoME SECRETARY : What about competing
against the farmer?

Mr, GIVENS : When the Government were
producing produce for their own use, they were
not competing against farmers or anybody else,
and if that were dene the farmers who were now
taxed for the support of prisoners would not
have to contribute towards their support. He
should like also to direct attention to what had
frequently occurred at Stewart’s Creek Gaol in
1895. He did not know whether it was done
now, but at that time he knew, from his own
personal knowledge, that visitors, both male and
female, ladies generally of the *“toff ™ variety—
some of them barmaids—were brought round
the establishment three or fuur days a month,
and marched round the gaol, all the doors being
thrown open and every prisoner being required
to stand at attention while those people stared
at them through their eyeglasses, A man might
be in there for a very trivial offence, but he
would be for ever branded by those people, who
might be his inferiors, as a gaolbird. He shonld
like to know from the Home Secretary whether
he intended to make such an alteration in the
systemn of punishments ag would do away with
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flogging, the dark cell, and solitary confinement
for breaches of prison discipline, as promised
some time ago by the Attorney-General.

The ATTORNEY-GENLRAL (Hon. A.
Rutledge, Meranoa) thought the hon. member
maude rather a broad assertion in saying that he
had promised that the punishment of flogging
should be abolished for breaches of prison
discipline. What he stated was that he would
represent strongly to his hon. colleague, the
Home Secretary, that flogging should not
be resortcd to except as a dernicr ressort.
He had taken the tronble to make inquiries of
the visiting justice of the Brishane and St.
Helena cstabliehments—a msn whom he had
known for many years, and who was as humane
a man as any in the coleny, and who would hold
such a thing as the chaperonizg of idlers to view
prissners in abherrence, Mr, Moreton had told
him that flogging eould not be ordered by a
visitirg justice on his own authority. It had to
receive the sanction of the IHome Secvetary,
to whom the depositions were sent, that he
might se: whether such a punishment as that
should take place. He had found out, also, that
in serious cases of that sort the visiting justice
was always accompanied by one of the police
megistrates of Brisbane; and the only case he
could find in which a punishnrent of the kind
had been inflicted was that of a man who was
absolutely incorrigible. He strongly reprobated
the use of {he lash in any but the most extreme
cases, and he was quite sure the Homne Secretsry,
who had as much human syinpathy as himeelf,
.would rot sanction such a punishinent, except
in such cases. He had not undertaken to
answer for his colleague that no such punish-
ment would be inflicted, but that he would
represent to him what his own opinions were,
and that if it was found necessary in any
extreme case to sancticn such a punizhment,
the instrument used should be of a less formid-
able character than that which had been referred
to in the debate. He should also say that he
had secen the Comptroiler of Prisons, who, he
was sure, was not in that position when the
occurrence to which the hon. member for Cairns
referred tovk place, and Captain Pennefather
assured Lim that since he had had anything to
do with the gaol a¥ Comptroller he had never
scen blood drawn,

Mr. Grvess: I thought it was the medical
officer v ho said that,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Noj; Dr,
Wray said he had never seen the true skin cut.

The HOME SECRETARY : Flogging was
only resorted to in very extreme cases. There
was one case where the man’s record was as bad
as anything that could be imagined in the gaol,
Kindness and everything else had been tried
with him, and he was absolutely incorrigible.
Before he had taken office as Home Secretary
that man had been punished by flogging, and
subsequently—in the way described by the
Attorney-Generall—-the man was ordered a
flogging by the visiting justice accompanied by
a police magistrate, and he had himself stopped
that flogging, becwuse he was not satisfied of the
man’s sanity. The man knew very well what
he was atout, but he was of so violent a tempera-
ment that when he was excit+d be became beside
himself. e had ceused him to be examined,
and while some sald he was sane cthers had
their doubts, and he had decided that the man
should not be flogged. The only alternative was
to send him to the asylum, where a specially
prepared cell, costing £60, was provided for him.
The medical officers of the asylum had grave
doubts whether be was insane or not, but his
term cf incarceration there had not expired, and
he was doing much less harm there to himself
and to other people.
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Mr. GIVENS would like an assurance that
the practice of allowing the visiting justices to
take friends with them to view the prisoners
would be stopped,

The HOME SECRETARY: Tt was not
judicious to stop all visiting. Public men, for
instancs, from the other colonies who desired to
compare notes on such establishments, might be
allowed to visit our prisons, but he deprecated
ths visiting by mere sight-seers and curiosity-
mongers, and he was informed that that had
been stopped.

Mr. }J‘ISHEBE asked what oliences involved

confinsment In a dark cell for a

{1am.] number of days?

The HOME SECRETARY said they were
disobedience of orders and acts of disobedience
against prison discipline; but all the items were
seb out in the prison rules and regulations.

Mr, FISHER: It was generally recognised
that confinement in a dark cell was conducive

3 Was such confinement the cause of
uity of the prisoner to whom the hon.
gentleman had alluded?

The HOME SECRETARY : No. That man
was no worse when he left the gaol than when
he entered it.

Mr. GIVENS wirhed to point out, before thoe
question was put, thatinstead of shere having been
only eleven cases of punishment in a dark cell
for breaches of prison discizdine, last year there
were 0o less than twenty-three, and three of
those were femules. It was a suvere reflection on
their system of pri
not keep order without having recourse to such
a barbarous form of punishment,

The HOME SECRETARY said it was only
resorted to in extreme cases, and they must have
some punishment for breaches of prison dis-
cipline.

Question put and passed.

REFORMATORIES,

The HOME SECRETARY moved that
£4,201 be granted for reformatorics, The vote
showed a total increase of £1,796, made up as
follows: Wesibrook, £436; Deebing Creek,
£270; River View, £450; and Yeronga, £700;
against which there was to be set off a desrease
of £60 at Toowcomba. The buildings at West-
brook ware being proceeded with, Mr. Rich-
mond, the new superintendent, he believed to he
a very excellent man for the position, and he had
every hope that he would maintain the same
good tone in the reformatory as had always been
the case under Mr, Wassall—and that was
saying a good deal.

Mr. McDONNELLsuggested that they should
now adjourn, as a very good night’s work had
been done.

The HOME SECRETARY =aid it was under-
stood last night that they should get through the
Home Secretary’s Estimates to-night, and he
saw no reason to go back on that understanding.
Very little progress had been made, and he was
surprised at the long speeches some hon. mem-
bers had made on comparatively small matters,

Mr, FISHER urged the hon, gentleman in
charge of the Estimates to adjourn, asthere were
important items coming on—charitable allow-
ances and other mutters—which should be fully
discussed.

Mr. McDonNgLL: Do you intend to go right
through the vote ? ;

The HOME SECRETARY : That was the
announcement made last night. It would be
impossible to get through the session before
Christmas if long speeches were indulged in,
Hon. members could take their choice—either to
curtail their speeches or sit up until the early
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hours of the morning to get through the
business. Fither one or the other must be
done,

Mr. KERR noticed that the sum voted for
Riverview last year was £250, and this year
£700 was asked, and £790 for Yeronza., The
increase seemed a very high one. If somany
boys and girls ware now destitute, they would
probakly he asked to vote thousands next year.

The HOME SECRETARY : The reason for
the increase was that last year the vote proved
quits inadequate.

My, KERr : What i3 the number of boys ab
Riverview !

Ths HOME SECRETARY explained that
these refirmatories were only started last year,
and it was impaossible to give a correct estimate
of what the cost would be. The number of boys
there wus aboub twenty-eight.

Mr. McDONNELL asked who was in charge
of these schools ?

The HOME SECRETARY : They were in
charge of the Salvation Army officers, and only
8d. per day per head waz paid by the Go-
vernment. The institutions were very well
managed.

Mr. STEPHENSON (Ipswich) asked if the
Government could get anyone to act as matron
and superintendent at Deebing Creck at £10 a

ear?

Y The HOME SECRETARY : That was the
amount given by the Government, but there
were local contributions, and the institution was
managed by a committee. So much per head
per diem was paid for these coloured children.

Mr., LISINA referred to a previous question
asked by him in referencs to the employment of
the young aboriginals at Deebing Creek in the
work of ringbarking, The Home Secretary had
replied that it was not proposed to interfere, A
large sum of money was now being spent yearly
in endewvouring to stave off the ultimate fate of
the aboriginals of the colony, who must of neces-
siby die out, and he thought that money could
be much more profitably spent in other direc-
tions., The employment of the aboriginals in
question was causing some dissatisfaction in the
district, because they entered into competition
with white people. He enfered his protest
against any such thing being wllowed.

The HOME SECRETARY was quite sure
that the hon. member’s views in reference to the
aboriginals would not meet with inuch sympathy.
He had no intention of interfering in the
direction the hon. member indicated. He
thought they had, as a race, s great deal of leeway
to make up in their treatment of the aboriginalz,
The Decbing Creek Station was a very bright
example of what might be done with the
aboriginals, They had, cutof their own earnings,
become possassed of a farm, and it was ultimately
hoped that they would make the station self-
supporting.

My, STEPHIENSON understood that when
the Government medical officer at Ipswich was
appointed, the Deebing Creek Aboriginal Mis-
sion Station did not exizt. That officer had now
to attend any cascs of sickness at the station.
Did the Home Searetary not think it would be a
fair thing to make him some extra allowance for
that work?

The HOME SECRETARY : The Govera-

ment medical officers had to attend

{1'30 a.m.] to the aboriginals, but it was not

severe on the medical officer at
Ipswich, as another medical man did a great deal
of gratuitous attendance on the aboriginals, in
addition to which the station was not far away.

The CHAIRMAN : Under Standing Order
171, I call uwpon the hon, member for Ipswich,
Mr. Stephenson, to relieve me in the chair.

Mr. STEPHENSON thereupon took the chair,
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Mr, FISHER wished to know how it was
that while in places of not half the importance
of Gympie the Government medical officers
received £100 per aunum, the officer at Gywmpie
only received £50, although he had to attend to
the aboriginals ?

The HOME S‘FOR“"‘ARY: That was quite
a different question. They had all to attend to
the aboriginals, The proper place to ask the
question with regard to the remuneration of the
Government medical officers was on the vote for
Governmesnt medical officers.

Mr. KERR said that thie Government medical
officer at Isisford wus given a certain fee to
examire the aboriginals,

The Hown SECRETARY:
salary, He ispaid by fees.

Mr. KERR asked if his
ceived yet 7

The ﬂOT\&E SECRETARY : The report had
not come to hand yet,

Mr. McDONNELL asked what education
did the girls in the reformatory at Toowoomba
receive, and frem whom? He also wished to
know whether inquiries were made as to the
respectability of the persons to whomthoze girls
were sent to work.

The HOME SECRETARY replied that the
instruction was given by Miss Blaney. The
superintendent was rexponsible for the characters
of the persons to whem licenses were issued, and
on his recommendation licenses were issued by
the Governor in Council, Oceasionally mistakes
might be made, but the superintendent had
power to caucel an agreement at any time.

Mr. MoDONNELL supposed that the girls
could be visited like the (:thd;nh ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes. It was
proposed that Mr, Waseall, the fate superinten-
dent at Lytton Reformatory, should under-
take the duties of visiting macistrate all over the
colony. It was a labour of l:ve on his part, He
kept up a correspondence with all the boys who
had been under his care, with very excellent
effect,

At 1°88—

Mr. FITZGERALD called attention to the
stats of the Connmnittee,

Questm formed,

Iir. STEWART did not agree with the hon.
member for Olermont with regard to the treat-
ment of sborigizals. If they could do anything
to improve their condition it wis their duty to
do it. From being a happy and contented
people they had reduced them to a state of
degradation. The indictment made by the
Home Secretary that countact with the white
rece had degradzd the blacks, was one of the most
serious that could be raised, and somcthing
ought to be attsmpted to raize the black race in
thiz colony, He was glad o hesr from fhe
Home Secretary that gome of the blacks had
started to cultivate the soil snd own Hitle farms
of tbeu‘ own. Hetrusted that that sevt of thing,
instead of decreasing, would increase; but Le
kad very little hope of it.

Question put and passed,

DUNWICH BENEVOLENT ASYLUM.

The HOME SHEORETARY moved that
£15,55¢ be granted for the Dunwich Beue-
volent Asylum., There was an increase
here of .;81,637, principally in erntingencies,
owing main'y to the increased number of
allowanc:s at the rele of 5s. per weck in lieuf
going to Dunwich. There was also sn incrause
in the salary of the assistant superintendent to
£50 ; boatman, from [£39 to £52; and head
a-ttendan‘a, £80 to £90. The provicion wes made
for two male nurses at £32 each; but it was
intended instead to appolut, in place of one of
these, a female nurse. Hon., members were
familiar with the method adopted of allowing

He does not get a

report had been re-
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old zge allowances instead of going to Dun-
wich; but if they wished for more Information
he should be glad to give it.

Mr. STEWART asked if it was true, asg
reported in the Press, that a man named
Andrew MceDermott was not visited by the doctor
at Dunwich until after his death, although the
wardsmsn and head wardsman 1eportcd goIe
days before that the man was sick ?

The HOME STECRETARY : The statements
contained in the report referred to by the hon.
member were denied by the medical super-
intendent.

Mr. STEWART asked if the medical super-
irtendent kept » record of bis visits to patients?

The HOME SP CRETARY : A record was
kept of all thess who were sick in a ward, and

also arecord of the doctor’s visits to thn wa;d but
he was doubtf=l if entries were made of visits in
individual cases.

Mr, STEWART: Ancther statement made
in the Press was that a black man was admitted
as & leper st the station, and that the doctor
told a man named Beaver, who undertook to
look after the leper, that he could sleep at the
instituion where the rest of the inmates slept,
without any arrangements bLeing made for disin-
fecting hlm.

The HomE SECRETARY : That is not correct.

Mr, STEWART: It was further stated that
a few days before theleper was going at large on
the jetty, looking out fur a steamtl To take him
back to Brisbane to hiz mates, and that a warder

enticed him bick to the «tativn again, also that
the man in charze of the patient had his break-
fast in the messrcom without uzdergoing any
proces: of fumigation whatever.

The FiIOME SHCRETARY : The black leper
referred to was sent to the station temporarily
prior to being removed to Friday Island. He
was 4ot vight in his head, and theugh harmiess,
he ciused a great deal of trouble, sometimas
getting on to the beach notwithstanding the
effcrts made {5 keep him under control
Although ke did get on to the jetty on one
cecasion, he did not come into conlact with any-
body. Dr. Smith gave a general denial to the
statements contained in the report, but he had
asked the doctor to give more detailed informa-
tion dealing with each statement categorically.
That report had not yet been received.

Mr. STEWART : Another staterent was
with regard to & urine tank, but he understood
that that had been removed out of zight, Then
there was a siatement that the s’corekee, er got
hiz goods from Brishane free of carrisge, and
chay gul the inmetes an advanca of 50 per cent,
on town prices.

The Houe SEORETARY : That I know to bs
false, and T explained the whole matter in reply
to que;tl“r'% ax ked in the Heusa,

Nir. STEWART : He b:lisved that a notics
had been nut up in the acylmn to the effect tha
an: mm\“te who wirote to thenewspapers, or gave
information to any persoir outside the institulion
before making a cewplaint to the (mctor, would
be expelled.  Did the he n. gentlemun think that
was @ preper thing to do?

The HOME SECRETARY was not aware
thot any such notice had been put up in the
insiitution, bub really it sermed to him that,
irrespective of the penzlty which it was sald
would Dbe incwrred, it was undesi hat
intsates should writs to the Press, whe {hur their
cemplaints were well founded ot not, without
first taking t,w proper tieps to git redress.
If they could net get redress from the medicel
superintendent, they should write to the Home

Secr etary or his Under Secretary,

[2a.m.] and if they were not satisfiedd, then
1t would be time enough to ventilate
their grievances through the Press. Ide thought
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anyone who wished the institution well would
deprecate, as he did, the encouragement of those
complaints by a section of the Press for sensa-
tional purposes.

Mr. STEWART asked how it came shout that
the medical superintendent made no mention
whatever of the lepers in his report ?

The HOME SECRETARY explained that it
was not as medical superintendent of Dunwich
that Dr. Smith had charge of the lepers. It was
a separate ofhice, for which he got £100 a year
extra, and he made quarterly reports to the
Minister, which were sent on to the Board of
Health.

Mr. LESINA asked for information with
respect to the death of a lunatic named Chappel,
who had fallen off the jetty and had been
drowned. In answer to a question he had asked
on thesubject in the House, the Home Secretary
had said that there had been no verdict in the
case; but that the evideuce had been forwarded
to the Department of Justice. He wished to
know if there was any further information wvail-
able, as it appeared that the man had lost hislife
through lack of aitention on the part of those
who should have locked after him.

The HOME SECRETARY : The man was
not a lunatic, but a person of weak intellect, A
man had been teld off to look after him, and
while he was for a short time in one of the wards
on some other urgent duty Chappel, who at the
time he was left was at some considerabie dis-
tance from the jetty, disappeared, and it was snb-
sequently discovered that he had fallen off the
jetty. There had, perhaps, technically been
gome neglest, bat there was no suspicion of
suicide in the case, and the man might have
gone on to the jetty a hundred times withous
falling off it.

Mr, LESINA : The facts of the case had

recently been staled in a newspaper substan-

tially as the hon. gentleman had stated them.

The man’s death might be laid at the door of the
medical superintendent, as 1% had evidently
been due to a lack of proper attention to a
man of weak intellect; and with the number of
persons there someone might well have bzen told
off to Ieok after that man all the time, He
thought there 1ld bz more atout it, and
the evidence in the case should be laid on the
table.

The HoMmE Szerutary: I will be very glad
to show it to the hon. member if he wants to
see 1f,

Mr. LESINA noticsd by the report that a
number of the people at Dunwich had to be
accommodated in tents which, as they had bzen
occupied since 1892, were worn out, He wished
to know whether it was intended to provide
more accommodation.

The HoME SECRETARY :
opened fhe other day.

Cuestion put and passed.

STEAMER ‘‘ OTTER.”

The IIOME SECRETARY moved that
£3,339 be granted for the steamer ¢ Obter.”
Thare was no slterstion in the vote.

Mr. LESINA ssked if it was customary to
lexsd that stesmer t» members of Parliament to
go picnicking down the bay with their friends.

The HoME SECRETARY : Yes.

Mye, LESINA : Was it true that Mr, Mac-
donald-Paterson, one ¢f the members for Bris-
bane North, had had the ure of the boat some
months ago for a schnappar fishing excursion.

The HOME SHCRETARY : Very probably.
Many on both sides have had it., No distinction
is drawn.

Mr. KERR asked who were the hon. mem-
bers sitting on his side of the Chamber referred
to, ’

A new ward was
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The HOME SECRETARY explained that
the steamer had been placed at the disposal of
members on both sides of the House, but he
could not give the names of the hon. members
who had used the vessel.

Mr. KERR thought the members on his side
who used the steamer wers members of friendly
societies.

The HOME SECRETARY : That was pro-
bably correct.

Question put and passed.

CHARITABLE ALLOWANCES,

The HOME SECRETARY moved that
£72,400 be granted for charitable allowances.
There was a considerable increase in this vote.
The amount of £250 fur the Brodribb Home,
Toowoombs, appeared on the Estimates for the
first time, Ior hospitals generally, there was an
increase of £5,000, the vote last year having leen
found insufficient.

Mr. Kerr: What about the £800 for an in-
specior ?
1The HOME SECRETARY : That wasa new
appointment, but it would not be filled until
the vote was passed. That officer, it was
thought, would relieve the Minister of a great
dea] of work in conunection with the hospitals
throughout the colony, =nd he would probably
investigate the applications for the s, a weeck
allowance. He thought this officer would be
able to effect a great saving to the colony.

Mr., LESINA asked whether this officer would
visit charitable institutions ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes.

Mr. LESINA usked whether he would inves-
tigute private charitable institutions ?

The BOMYE SECRETARY: Yes, if they
received Government endowment.

Mr., LESINA asked if the Brisbane City
Mission received any endowment ?

The HOME SECRETARY did not think so.

Mr. LESINA thought the appointment of this
officer would be an excellent thing. Amongst
other things, he should step in and investigate
the affairs of the Brisbane City Mission, as that
mizsion enllected large sums from the public.

Mr. STEWART had no objection to the
appointment of this officer, but he thought the
salary out of all proportion to the duties he
would becstled upon to verform. He asked what
this officer’s duties would be ? Was any provision
made for that cfficer travelling? Xe would be
no use if he did not,

The HOME SECRETARY : Of course when
he travelled he would receive the usual allowance
for an officer of his grade. The officer would be
a medical man of high standing, and of large
experience in charitable and hospital work,
Hvery charitable institution which received
Government aid would be under his inspection,
and he was satisfied the officer would save three
or four times his salary in the first year,

Mr, STEWART was quite satisfied with the
explanation, He had no idea the officer was to
bo a medical man. He would like to know how
1 uch money was spent on inebriate asylums ?
The HOME SHECRETARY: Nothing had
: spent. It was intended to convert the Dia-
mantina Orphanage buildings into an asylum, but
that we *temporarily occupied by the reformatory
boys. e had received considerable gratuitous
asgistance from a number of gentlemen in
reference to reperting upon the soitability of the
building and makisg suggestions, and the
investigations were being continued by Dr.
Wray. He hoped tosee the institution started
when the building wus vacated.

Mr. McDONNELL : In answer to a question
he had asked on the 8th November in reference
to the number of ivebriate institutions in exist-
ence the Home Secretary had replied “‘two.”
He would like to know where they were.
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The HouME SECRETARY : One at the Brisbane
hospital and one at Dunwich,

Mr. KERR: From what he had seen of the
inebriate patients at Duunwich, the only treat-
ment they seemed subject to was washing. What
was to prevent those patients from getting grog ?
He thought they should not be mixed up
with the Dunwich inmates, but should have a
separate institute.

fr. McDONNELL : According to a further
answer he had obtained from the Home Secre-
tary, only thirteen people had been treated under
the Inebriates Iustibusions Act, He considered
the treatment of inebriates a most vital question,
and the Act should be put into force sericusly.
He understood that a gentleman who conducted
a private institution near Brisbane had offered
to the Home Secretary to take in some of the
worst drunkards in Drizbane. He guaranteed
to treat them, and if he could not cure them
he asked for no reward. He knew that gentle-
man had made some most remarkable cures.
The offer which was reported te
[2'30 a.1n.] have been made to the Government
appeared reasonable, but they really
required a Stave institution where inebriates
could be systematically treated. There were
bundreds of inebriates who were sent to prison
at great expense to the couuntry, and, secing they
had passed an Act for the reformation of those
people, it should be put into effective opemtmn.

Tae HOME SECRETARY was quite alive
to the desirability of such aninstitution, When
the Act was passed Sir Horace Tozer had ex-
pected that a number of private retreats would
be established, but that had not come about,
unforbunately.  Arras gpmenh had been ]ust
about completed for the utilisation of the
Diamantina buildirgs as an Inebriates’ Iome
when the buildirgs were required for snother
purpose. At the same time= he was not satisfied
that those buildings or their situation were at ull
suitable for the purpose, and that was why he
had not sanctioned any expenditure. With
regard to Mr, Caulfield, the hon. member’s
information was nob correct. Mr, Caulfield had
written a great many letters to himself and to
hrs colleagues, e asked £25 for three weeks’

treatment in each case; but he, in his capacity
as Home S-cretary, did nob feel justified in
accepting that offer, and had made asporting
offer that he should p\ck out four hard cases,
paying Mr. Coulfield £12 10s. at the end of six
months, the remaining £12 10s, to be paid at
the end of twelve months, provided there wasno
lapse in the mesatime., However, Mr. Caulfield
wanted cash down, as he contended that he had
bought the secret of the cure for the purpose of
making money

Mr. FISﬂDR gaid that LIr. Caulfield, on a
visit tv Gymple, offered to take away three of
the hardest cisis to prove the efficacy of his
treat menb and hig terms were “No cure, no
pay.” Accordmcrto thePrexs reports, he accusad
the Fome Secwmrv of being a most inhumane
man, who would give no consideration to the
question. A more energetic advertiser of hisown
cure he never knew than Mr, Caulfield.

The Homz Secrrrary: He is pretty good ab

that.

Mr. VISHER : He understood Mr, Caulfield
had had personnal experience, There were many
people who thought the Government ought to
have given Mr. (aulfield more encoursgement.

The HOME SECRETARY: He did not
disparage Mr. Caulfield or his system. On the
contrary, he had gent persors who had means to

pay for their own treaiment to that gentleman ;
but he did not see how he could recommend the
payment of £25 for the treatment for three
Weeks of all the drunkards in the colony. They
could not test the efficacy of the cure without
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the lapse of time, and without dealing with a
number of cases; but to pay £25 for three weeks’
treatment was excessive, no matter what the
cure was.

Mr, McDONNELL: He knew of many
citizens of Brishane who had been cured by M.
Caulfield.

The Houe ScRETARY: Yes, I know some of
them pretty well.

Mr, McDONNELL: They were in this posi-
tion : They were supposed to have an lustitution
that they liad not, and as they were not treuting
the inchriatcs themsclves they might give this
system a trial.  The conditions offered by the
Home Secretmy were not reazonable.  They
were not such as Mr, Canlfield could accept.
Lot the hen., geatieman offer that gentleman
something near his own terms,

The HOME SECRETARY : It was for Mr.
Caulfield to demonstrale the value of his cure,
and to satisfy the public that it was good for a
1<mg period of years, in order to justify the

payment of anything like such a sum as £25 for
threv weeks' treatment in each cage. All he
asked was that Mr. Caulfield should show by
statistics that his cure was good for twelve
months ; but e would not abate his termis, If
the man was a phx mthropisn snd desired to
do gond to his fellows, he would be very
well content to disclose the secret he
had purchased, end take an appointment under
the Government to manage an institution,
though he did not say that he was going to
offer Mr. Cauvlfield such a position, Mr,
Caulfield, however, looked at the matter in a
very different light ; he said he had a perfect
goldmine in his seoret ; that 16 was a speeulation,
and that there was a lot of money in it, and hé
was going to make it out of the Government.
He certainly not prep =d to deal with Mr,
Canlfield on his own torms, especially in the
absence «f any statistics proving the pirmanercy
of his cure

Mr. STEWAQT regretted very much that ke
was on that mwatter compslled tn support the
Home Secretary.  They had no evidence before
them that Mr. Cuulfield’s cure would reform a
drunkard, avd it weuld ba a waste of public
money to vive him his terina, If a drunkard
desired to bs reforms: it ho esuld «offeet that by
abandoening his evil hab‘ts of drinking, and
showing zome moral stumina, On the subject of

druukenness in Australia, he eould

[3a.m.] say he had seen more drunkenness

in cne day in the old country than

he had sesn in Australia since he had come £o it,

and his ocbzzrvation led him to consider the Aus-
tralian pecple a sober people.

Mr. LESINA understood that Mr, Caunlficld
had made a proposition to the Premier, the
Attorney-Genersl, and the Home Secretaxy, and
from the statements Wh"‘b had sppeared m the
Press, the Premier and the Attorney-General
favoused tha pmprmt;on, and the Home Secre-
tary was unsympslhotic. Mr, Cwlﬁeld pro-
posed to tate tweniy disessed drunkards into his
in-titute for twenty-five g as exch successfully
troated, and hestipulsted that they «houiube per-

801 Wio ware not tainte! with erime, butsh ould
not beina position to pay for t}“urowq treatment,
The cost was to be borne by Mr. Caulfield him.
self if the case« were not successful, and medical
men kad to repoit on them, It w ould o & wise
thing if thesa expwriments were undertaken, as
they must be made some time or other, and the
Melbourne A:e recomrmenved that such experi-
ments be mude, Ifthey could curedrunkards, and
turn them sut as respectable citizens, it would be

a great deal better than brm"mgxmmlgl ints here
at the public expense. The report of the Comp-
troller of Prisons showed that last year there were
960 persons confined for drunkenness, but after
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these drunkards, or most of them, were punished
and came out of prison, they only went on the
spree again, And again, these xuen might narry,
and their wives might also be drunkards, and
they would breed drunkards. £500,000 was
received last year from all sources connected with
the liquor traffic, and a pcréion of that amount
should be devoted to making these experiments.
He did not know whether Mr., Caulfield was
possessed of a ul"cessful curs or nob, but at all
events his system was worth a tual becausa if
he cured twenty drunkards he conferred a lasting
benefit on the coimmunity. It was far preferable
to spend money in that way than to keep
drunkards in goal. A parliamentary committie
in Victoria h=d recsntly recommended the
adoption of & system somewhat similar to Mr.
Caulfield’s, and he thought it would be a very
good planif the Government were to appoint a
similar committee to consider the whoele mabter
of the treatment of drunkards.

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns) objected to granting
the Caulfie!d Institute any sam of money. ““ No
cure no pxy ” was the eternal cry of the ubi-
qultf)us quack. What guarantes was there that
the institute was conducted on scientific prin-
ciples, or that Mr, Caulfield was not a quack?
He objected to the time of the Committee being
wasted in advertising Mr, Caulfield. They had
no guarantee that he possessad a cure that was
worth anything at all. He commended the
Home Sceretary for having nothing to do with
the propoxal which had been made.

Question put and pasxed.

ITEM POSTPONED.

The HOMT SECRETARY understeod that
there was a desire to adjourn, some hon. mem-
bers wishing to sszy something upon the next
item, shops and factories. Onthe underst&nding
that hon. members would pass through the
remaining votes without unressonable dlncusmm,
he would move the postponement of the vote for
the Chief Inspector of Shops and Facturies,

HoNoURABLE MuaBERS : Hear, hear!

The HOME S.URETAPY. He thercfore
moved that ths vete bs postponed until after
the vote for roads »nd bridges.

Question pub and pa=sed.

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL OFFICERS.

The HOMY SECRETARY moved that

£3,625 be granted for Government

[8:30 a.m.] medical officers. The items of £200

for Rockhampton, £450 for Thurs-

day Island, sud £200 for Townsville were new,

having pmvxoasly appeared under the heftdmg

“Quarsntine.” There was a new xtem of £100

for incidentals for the Msfﬁcal Board., There

were new appointments ab Burketown and Port

Douglas, £50, and there was an increass of £50

at Cairns, Ths total increase in the \otc was
£1,075,

Mr. FISHER poianted out that the Govern-
mentmedical otficer at Gympie ouly received £50,
while the officers in fir less importont towns
roceived £100. He arked the hon. gentleman to
prowise thet Gymple should be as liberally dealt
with as thesa piaces,

The HOME SECRETARY sid that the
matbter had not previously come under hisnotice.

Mr, F1sHER : I brought the quesiion up four
eI ago.

The JIOME SEORET 3.
did appear as if Gympie wis cntitled to a larger
sum, and the matter would have his favourable
con-iderution.

My, FISHER said that Dr, Ryan was the last
man to solicit a penny for himself. In that
respect he was incomparable,

Mr. KRR asked how 1t was that an impor-
tant town like Barcaldine had no medical officer ?

: At fivsb sight it

[ABSEMBLY.]

Supply.

The HOMF. SECRETARY was under the
impression that there was a medical officer at
Barcaldine, In many places they were paid by
{ees, in v.hlch case they did not appear in that
ist.

Mr. FITZGERALD noticed that important
places like Longreach, Charleville, Hughenden,
Croydon, and Herberton were only down for
£30, whilst in pleces of less importance the
Government medical officers received £50. He
would like to know the reason for the difference.

The HOME SECRETARY : The great body
of these items stcod as they were. They had
not been breught under his notice before; but he
would leok into them and see if he could adjust
them.

Mr. LESINA : He did not see any vote for a
hewlth officer at Clermont, which had a popula-
tion of about 2,000, and which, owing to its
water supply, should bave stationed in 1t one of
the best medical officers in the colony.

; The HOME SECRETARY : He was paid by
ees.

Question put and passed.

MISCELLANEQOUS SERVICES.

The HOME SECRETARY moved that
£18,940 be granted for miscellaneous services.
There was a censiderable decrease in the vote,
priucipally due to the fact that there was no pro-
vision for a general electicn. There was a
decrease of £1,000 for the Queensland Art Gal-
lery, which appeared in the Chief Secretary’s
Estimates, and of £50 for the Queensiand
Art Scciety, which had also been trans-
ferred to the Chief Secretary’s Department.
This made up a total of £7,050. Against
that there were certain increases. There was
an increase of £1,500 in incidental and miscel-
laneous expenses.

Mr. F1sEER : What does that item of £5,000
include ?

The HOME SECRETARY : It was impos-
sible to say., It practically included ev erything
right through the several departments which
could not be charged to anything else, There
was an inerease of AL200 for cemeteries, and of
£500 for fire brigades. Then for the relief (f
aboriginals he asked for £2,500 more. He wus
not certain that it would all ke required; bat
whatever was dene would have to be done
quickly. He bad maost distressing tales of men
actually rotting in ths West for want of atten-
tion. There was an increase of £200 for the
erection of pounds, and a grant of £50 to the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
at Townsville.

Mr, BARTHOLOMEW thought the amouns
for the relief of aboriginzls was a very large one,
and that they should have some report as to
how it was expended. There w8 an aberigiral
settloment at Fraser Islind, but from what he
had heard from persons who had visited the
i-land the blacks did not do enough to supply
the mselves,

The HOME SECRETARY had visited Fraser
Teland, and could ¢s ¥ that there was very little for
the aboiiginals to do there. They gathered gum,
and that was practically the only indusiry cn
the island; the fishing was not good, and the
forestry was a failure, e had suggested to
various dencminstiens that they should take
over the settlement as a mission sumon, and tl*
only oue that was game to tle it recmed to b
ths Church of Eugland, which had no miasion
station in the southsrn part of Queensland. If
that were done it would relieve Mr. Meston, and
enable him to devote a great deal more time
going about the country as chief protectcr of
aborigines in the Southern part of the colony.




Supply.

Mr. FISHER wished to have a little more
information regarding the item of £5,000 for
contingencies, which was a large amount, seeing
that there was provision made for contingenciss
on every vote throughout the Futimates.

The HOME SECRETARY said that last year
there was expended from that vota £1,000 for
expenses of police magistrates visiting in their
own distriets, £400 for travelling expenses of
relieving police magistrates, over £200 for fire-
wood, gas, furniture, and cleaning of police
courts, £350 clerical assistance for police courts
throughout the colony, £1,000 for stamps for
police magistrates and clerks of petty ses-
sions, £600 for expenses of removal of police
magistrates and clerks of petty sessions.
Departmental clerical assistance, telephoues,

subscriptions to newspapers, petty

[4 a.m.] cash, telegrams, amounted to £650;

salaries of typewriters, £150;
Queensland Luw Journal, £100 ; and the expense
of sending those twenty-ssven Chinese to Port
Darwin was paid out of that vote alzo, £150.

Mr, KERR mentioned that an application
had been made from Isisford for u nsw pound,
and the sum offercd by the department had been
found to be too little. Had the hon, gentleman
any information about that?

The HouE SECRETARY: We are giving £200
nillore, and I think we can manage Isisford with
that.

Mr. LESINA asked if the hon, gentleman had
any information with respect to the formation of
a fire brigade at Clermont. He understood the
secretary had some £90 in hand for the establish-
ment of a brigade, and as he had wanted some
information he (Mr. Liesina) had advised him to
communicate with the department, and he said
he had done so.

The HOME SECRETARY : Possibly he had
done so, but he did not remember it, nor did the
Under Secretary.

Mr. MAXWELL brought under the notice of
the Home Secretary, when the Awmending Bill
was going through, the administration of the
Aboriginals Protection Act in the Htheridge dis-
triet especially. He would Iike a definite
promiss that an inguiry would be made into the
maitter.

The HOME SECRETARY admitted that
the case the hon, gentleman had previously
referred to was an extraordinary one. He had
brought it under the notice of the Commissioncr
of Police, who would promptly inquire into it.

Mr. LESINA pointed out that the vote for
the relief of ahoriginals was constantly growing,
and they had no means of kunowing how the
money was spent,

The HOME SECRETARY said the pro-
tectors reported to him periodically, but made
no annual report, He thought an annual
report should be received from each of the
principal protectors, that hen. members might
know what was going on as they had to vote the
money.

Quesstion pub and passed.

GRANTS IN AID OF ROADS AND BRIDGES.

The HOME SECRETARY movsd that
£11,000 be granted for grantsin aid of roads and
bridges. There was an increase of £1,000 this
year, and tha vote, he thought, would enable
them to deai with all applications which should
be granted, and make a clean star$ the following
year. The system on which the money was
granted for bridges was half for bridges over
tidal rivers, and one-third for bridges crossing
non-tidal streams.

Mr. XERR: In what districts was the money
expended last time?

The HOME SECRETARY said that the list
was a long one. It comprised : Barron, Charle-
ville, Daintree, Douglas, Einasleigh, Glengallan,
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Goondiwindi, Hann, Herberton, Highfields,
Hinchinhrook, Indooroopilly, Johnstone, Lam-
ington Bridge Board, Mackay Bridge Board,
Marsochy, Middle Ridge Shire Council,
Murilla, Nanango, Nerang, Nundah, Pine,
Purga, Ravenswood, Rosalie, Tinaroo, Walsh,
Rosenthal, Stanthorpe, Tambourine, Tarampa,
Tingalpa, Wangaratta, Widgee, Woothakata,
Wynnum, and Yeerongpilly ; so the money was
pretty well distributed.

Mr. FISHER thought that, if a little money
were spent by the department in putting bridges
across certain gullies, it would save the Educa-
tion Department a considerable amount of
meney.

The HOME SECRETARY pointed oub thab
the responsibility in this respect rested with the
local authorities,

Question put and passed.

The House resumed ; the AcTING CHAIRMAN
reported progress, and leave was given to sib
agzain on Tuesday next.

The House adjourned at $15 a.m,





