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Supply. [17 NovEMBER.] Questions. 1049 

FmDAY, 17 NovEMBER, 1899. 

The SPEAIG!JR took the chair at half-past 3 
o'clock. 

PETITION. 
BoWEN RAILWAY EXTENSION. 

Mr. SMITH (BmcdL) presented a petition from 
1116 re -.ident.s in the electorate of Bowen, in favour 
of the extension of the Bowen railw>Ly from 
VV >Lngaratta to the Reid River. 

Petition read and received. 

QUESTIONS. 
PcRcHASE Ol!' FoDDER FROM ::\:Ins. D. T. KEOGH. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON (Gregory) asked the 
Prelnier--

1. Is it true that the Government has lately purchased 
a qmmtit,y of fodc1cr from l\Irs. D. T. Keogh :< 

2. If so, hmv much? 
3. How m nch per ton? 
4. 1\~hat date \\"as purchase made? 
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The PREMIER (Hon. J. R. Dickson, 
Bulirnba) replied-

l. I understand the police authorities have purchased 
hay from Agnes :11. Keogh. 

2. 23 tons 3 cwt. 3 qr. 7 lb. oaten hay. 
3. £4 13s. per ton. 
4. 19th July, 1899. 
APPOINT~IENT OF \V. KELLETT AS SPECIAL 

INSPECTOR 01<' RUNS, 
Mr. LESINA (Clermont) asked the Premier-
1. 1Vho was Minister or A..cting Minister for I-'ands at 

the time W. KelJett, at pre'3ent Inspector of Totalisators, 
was appointed special inspector of runs in the 
Warrego and ~Iaranoa districts? 

2. w~hat were the reasons for this appointment? 
3. 1Vhat was its cost, and what proportion of same 

did W. Kellett draw? 
4. Does not the Lauds Department contain a special 

pastoral expert in the person of ~ir. 1Voodbine and 
several inspecting commissioners r 

5. ·why, then, was it necessary to go outside the 
department to make this appointment? 

6. What were W. Kellett's qualifications for the 
position? 

The PREMIER replied-
l. The Hon. J. V. Chataway, Secretary for Public 

Lands. 
2. Counsel to the department advised that it was 

advisable in all cas(~. of appeals against aRsessmPnt of 
rent on runs by the Land Court, as in the present case, 
that the Crown should can at least one competent 
witness who had inspected the country, in addition to 
the commissioner who had inspe<·ted in the tirst 

instance. 
3. Total cost of inspecti"n. £244 lOs. 7d.; of which 

sum ~ir. Kellett received £144 18,. 
4. Yes. 
5. See reply to No 2 above. The ordinary inspecting 

commissioners, except :\fr. Cmnmissioner Gibson \Vho 
had originally inspected the country in question: were 
not available at the thpe, b8ing engaged in other work 
in distant parts of the <';Olony, and 1\:Ir. \Voodbine, who 
was temporarily employed by the department as a 
pastoral expert, was a\vay in the Gregory North and 
South districts inspecting the country in connection 
with the Pastoral Leases Ilill relating to runs in that 
locality. 

6. Over forty years' practical experience in pastoral 
matters. 

LAKE CLARENDON ESTA~'E AND MESSRS. 
FoxToN AND HoiJBs. 

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders), in asking the 
Attorney-Gc•nera,l-

1. 1Vhat. was the amount paid to ~Iessrs. Foxton and 
Hobbs for preparing memorandum of transfer in con­
nedSon with the Lake Clarendon Estate? 

2. VYas any other work in connection with this 
estate performed by :J.Iessrs. Foxton and Hobbs?-If so, 
what was the nature of such work and the amount 
paid?-
said: I ask the questions, but I understand there 
is some mistake about them, 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 
RutledgP, Maranoa) replied-

1fessrs. Fox ton and Hobbs have done no work of any 
sort for the Government, and neither from the Depart­
ment of Just.iee, nor from the Department of Lands, or 
any other department, as far as I have been able to 
ascertain, have they ever demanded or been paid any 
money either in connection with Lake Clarendon Estate 
or any other matter. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. MoD ON ALD: I am quite satisfied. 
KrosK IN Bo'rANICAL GAI\DENS. 

Mr. LESINA asked the Secretary for Agri­
ciplture-

1. VVhat amount of rent is being paid per annum by 
the ten<Lnt of the kiosk in the Ilrisbane Ilotanical 
Gardens? 

2. Wbo authorised the erection of the kiosk? 
3. Is it public or private property? 
4. How many garden parties have been held in the 

Botanic Gardens during the past twelve months from 
which the general public have beAn excluded? 

5. Does the Government derive any revenue from 
these parties? 

6. VVhy is it that tenders are not calied for the leasing 
of the kiosk every twelve months, in order that. the 
caterers of Brisbane may be given an opportunity of 
tendering? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. J. V. Chataway, iliackay) replied-

!. £25 per annum. 
2. The lfinister in office at the time the erection of 

the kiosk was approved. 
3. 'fhe buildmgs are the property of the tenant of the 

ground occupied by the kiosk. 
4. The public have not been excluded from the 

Botanic Gardens at any time during the past t\vclve 
months when the gates have been open. 

5. )lo. 
6. This question is answered by question No. 3. 

INSURANCE OF MEMBERS O:D' TRANS­
VAAL CONTINGENT. 

Mr. JENKINSO;'if (Wide Bay), without 
notice, a•ked the Premier-If any insurance has 
been effected on the lives of the men who have 
gone from Queensland to the Transva.al, and, if 
so, with what office has it been effected? 

The PREMIERreplied-Insurances have been 
arranged for, and are being completed with 
regard to death for the whole of the contingent 
who have gone to South Africa. The office IS 
the Mutual Life of Australasia. Insurances tn 
protect their lives for £250 per man in the case 
of death have been arranged for, and negotia­
tions are being completed ; but arrangements 
for what is termed "accident policies"-that is 
for temporary or permanent di•·ablernent-have 
not yet been completed, owing to the want of a 
definite interpretation by the companies as to 
what may be understood by partial or permanent 
disablement. · 

Mr. GrvENS: If a man has his leg shot off will 
that be an accident? 

The PREMU~R: Yes, but the qm.<tion is 
whether it is temporary or permanent disable­
ment. 

THE LATE CROWN SOLICITOR. 
On the motion of Mr. JENKINSON (Wide 

Bay), for J\Ir. Groom, it was resolved-
That there be laid upon the table of the House copies 

of all papers, correspondence, recommendations for 
pecuniary recognition for serviees rendered, and all 
letters with minute~ of Minister, relating Lo the 
salary ~nd work of the late Crown Solicitor} from 18$-.13 
to the 30th June, 1899. 

EDUCATION IN THE IXTJ~H.IOR. 
Mr. STORY (Balonne), in moving-
That,, in the opinion of this House, it is desirable 

that the Rt:tte Education Act of 1875 should be amended 
so as to enable children outside the intincnce of the 
11re~ent \et to receive some education-
said : This is exactly the same motion as I 
moved on the 2Gth of August, 18!!7, and I ha;·e 
put it in exactly the same words for this reascn 
-that no alteration whatever has taken place in 
the position as far as I know; but I have not 
done so in any way to force 1w rnbers or ]Jer­
suade them to vote in the same manner as they 
voted in 1897, when the motion was passed on 
the voices. I have put it in exactly the same 
words, so that members can consider it aRain, 
and see if any further light can be thrown on it, or 
whether the Minister has found it in any way 
impracticable. The House having affirmed this 
motion two years ago, I was under the impres­
sion, I will admit, that it formed a wrt. of 
instruction to the Government that some actwn 
should be taken in that direction. 

Mr. KIDSTON : It would only have been decent 
for the Government to have taken action. 

Mr. STORY: I have not a word to say about 
the decency or indecency of the Government on 
this matter. My inexperience led me to allow 
this matter to lapse to a certain extent. I 
thought the instruction continued until we were 
discussi11g a similar matter the other day, when 
the hon. member for Bulloo mentioned that a 
resolution of the House died with the Parlia­
ment or the session. Therefore I was not aware 
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that it was necessary to move it again. I 
thought that this motion wa~ registered in 
some way in the Education Department, 
and that it would receive careful comideration ; 
that probahly some action would be taken on it, 
and later on w~ should hear something of 
it. But I understand now that the motion 
lapse·l with the seosion in which it was moved; 
hut I think it is worth while-very well worth 
while, indeed-to discms it again. I should be 
very sorr:y for it to be unders'tood by any mem­
ber of tins Hou•e that I do not recognise to the 
full the wonderful and good work that the 
Education Department has done, and is doing 
at present. Even in my own district I am under 
the gre;ttest obligations to them. As far as 
schools are concerned, my district is in a much 
better position than in 1S9G. I think we have, 
well, not six rcdditional schools, but since 
18()6 a new school has been erected at Dareel. 
There has also been a new school erected 
at Mungiudi. There is action being taken 
for the erection of a new school at I3ollon. 
There are also n.ow schools at \Vidgeegoara, 
\Vyandra, and Cuttaburra. I should like to 
call the attention of the House to this fact, as it 
has a considerable bearing on what I am going 
to say-that there is no township at Dareel; 
that there is no township at \Vidgeeg-oar:>; and 
that there is no township, or even a public-house, 
at Cuttabnrra. s,,, certainly, the department 
have gone one step in the direction of what my 
motion implies. It was supposed some time ago 
-it was generally acted upon-that it was 
necbsary to hav0 a township, at an} rate before 
a school could be instituted. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANllR: It has 
not been so understood by the department. 

Mr. STORY: Iquitt admit that. It was under­
stood by the people because until lately no applica­
tion, a_s f":r as I Jmow-I am only spq:tkir,g of my 
own dr"tnct-has been made for a school outside a 
township. But, with the help of the depart­
ment, finding there was a sufficient number of 
children in certain centt·es, "chPols have been 
established there with utmost ad vantage to the 
district. At Dareel there is only a public-house. 
On the other side of the river-the Moonie­
there is a large station, the manager of which is 
a bachelor; but there is a large number of 
workmen who are employed at the woo),cour 
constantly, and teamsters. Their children, and 
the children from the public-house on the other 
side of the river, have supplied pupils enough to 
have secured a school, and it is doing remarkably 
good work. At Widgeegoara the same applies. 
There is a hotel only there; hut there are children 
enorgh in the immediate district to supply a 
school, and it is doing remarkably good work. 
I had a letter from the secretary last week, on 
the taking lea\ e of the wht,olmaster, asking me 
to call the attention of the department to the 
very admirable work he had done during his 
re,idence there. At Cuttaburra there is no 
public-house or townohip. There is nothing hut 
a few fami;ies living on the bank of the river 
who have children enongh to cause the e'tahlish­
ment nf a sclwol there. The distance from 
Cunnamulla is Lr enough to make it necessary. 
I can assure this House that it is a buon to 
the people who are there; and I am perfectly 
sure the department is receiving- their g-ratitude 
to the fulle.,t extent fer what they have done 
to help the.ie children. Having made it very 
apparent that it is not nece~sary to have a 
township or a village to make a school necessary, 
I want to call the attention of the House to 
the fact that even beyond the township and 
beyond the olusters of mhabitants there are an 
immense number of children who are receiving 
no education at all, and whom the Act cannot 

possibly reach. Out of my own district it 
has unfortunately been said that this motion 
of mine is a sort of political fireworks, that I 
know that what I propose cannot be done, 
but that I get a certain amount of kudos by 
trying to get the motion passed and action taken 
on it. I am disinclined to believe, and I never 
will believe, that the children to whom I am 
referring cannot be educated in some way or 
other, or get a chance of being educated. There 
is not the slightest reason why they should be 
deprived of the adBntages of education, but 
the fact remains that nothing is done for them in 
that direction. And so long as I have a chm1ce 
of doing whatever I can to get this motion carried 
and given effect to I shall never leave it or allow 
it to lapse. If it was possible that I could be 
unfeeling enough to introduce this motion on 
purpose to secure some advantage to myself, and 
talk on it every time, I should consider that I 
was adding insult to the injury which the people 
whose cause I am advocating already suffer 
through the want of education for their children. 
I thought two years ago, when I introduced this 
motion, that something would be done in the 
matter, but nothing has been done, and since 
then a number of children have passed beyond 
the range of any possible benefit from the 
aduption of this motion, even if it is carried in to 
effect. It is not a matter that can he left and 
discussed from year to ye tr, with the idea that 
some action may be t<1ken later on, because 
although there will always, I suppose, he children 
who \:ill reqnire a certain amount of education, 
still every year a certain number of children 
will rass beyond the hupe of any a;;sistance 
from a motion of this kind. Jt would be 
infinitely cruel for me to make it appear th>tt I 
am anxious to get wmething of the kind I pro­
pose done, if I was comcions all the time that I 
was dec0iving the people who are trusting me to 
get it done, as the thing was impossible. I abso­
lutely deny that it is impossible ; it is both 
possible and practic 'ble, as I hope I shall be 
able to prove before I finish. The department, by 
educating a cert,innurnberoi children, prove that 
they rec ,gnise their obligation as far as tho~e 
children are concerned, and if they recognise 
their ohlig,tion to two chi:clren their obligation 
to the third child iv apparent. If our population 
were so arranged that all the children in Queens­
Lwd could go to school, the department would 
lmve to supply ;·chonls and teachers for them all. 
And why those children who from their peculiar 
circumstances are too far from existing schools 
should be left without any education at all passes 
my comprehension, because, if there were 
rail ways, or those children had facilities to 
tr .. vel to a school, the Government would 
immediately recognise their obligation and 
responsibility to teach those children. And 
surely it is absurd to say that if they are just 
beyond the possibility of getting to a school the 
rebponsibility of the Government ceases-that it 
is a matter of mileage. 'l'he parents of children 
who are beyond the influence oE the present Act 
contribute towards the education of other children 
in Queensland-they httve to contribute-and that 
they should have to ""sist to procure for other 
children advantages which they are debarred from 
having for their own, is a manifest injustice. I 
am quite willing to admit that it is impossible to 
give those children any chance of education 
under the present Act, because according to its 
provisions there must he a certain number of 
children in a locality before a school can be 
established. I3nt I should like to know at 
what distance the responsibility of the depart­
ment ceases. Is it seven miles, or seven and a­
half miles, or ten miles? \Vhat distance 
must children be away from a school in 
order that they may have no claim on the 
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Governmen~?. If this were a '?olony different 
from what 1t 1s, and our populatwn were differ­
ently settled, I could understand the de.partment 
not being obliged to go further thn,n they 
have done in the matter of education, but 
seeing that our land policy and the education of 
the children are so intimately connected-that it 
is impo.''sible for the people to carrY out the land 
policy of the Government without" goiug beyond 
the sphere of the influence of State schools-I 
think something more should be done. \V e are 
making our land laws liberal, we are advertising 
our lands in England, in the colony and else­
whm:e, by means of maps, charts, pamphlets, 
and mq~1iry offices, and we are doing everything 
we posstbly can to get people to settle, not in the 
towns or townships, or nee<r the townships, but 
beyond them ; and that being so, I think it 
would be only fair to let those people know, 
when trying to induce them to take up land, 
that with all the advantages of good land and 
low rents that are offered to them, there is the 
one grcut disadvantage that their children will 
grow up in absolutP ignorance, unless they can 
afford to educate them themselves. 

Mr. J ACKSON : Is there a better system elRe· 
where? 

Mr. STORY: I do not know that there is; 
hut there must be some system which will enable 
the department to reach those children. If 
there is no better system elsewhere, it does not 
follow that we are not able to initiate such a 
system. Our colony is very different from the 
other colonies; there is an immense area beyond 
what you may call the confines of civilisation 
which we are trying to induce people to settl~ 
upon, and when people go there and endeavour 
by hard work, by their industry and savings, to 
make a home for their children, they find that 
unless they have sufficient money to educat~ 
them at their own Pxpeose, their children grow 
up in dense ignorance. Thih is more than a fad· 
it is a serious matter. Speaking about th~ 
selectors who go out into the far vV est, I would 
remind hon. members that no selector got>s out 
and starts work in the country by himself. In 
his train go dam-sinkers, weli~sittkers fencers 
and others, and in nearly every case a ,;an has ~ 
family; and whether he camps in a tent or in a 
hut, when he goes home from work his children 
"re there, and he has something of home comforts. 

These men are our pioneer• out 
[4 p.m.] \Vest, but thP effect of our present 

educational system is that men 
would rather look for work in the towns and 
townships th:tn go out. They pref8r to come 
into the towns to seek for irregular work and 
irregular wages, and if you ask them " \Vhy ? " 
they will tell you it is becctuse they can put 
their children to school for a year or two. \V hen 
they have given the children a certain amount 
of schooling they are content to go ont and 
take their children with them. Can you imagine 
anything more deplorable than to find a family 
grouped together ltnd not one of them able to 
;ead a hook c:r a p.c. per or n,nything they get? It 
1s a Ino~t ,,enous matter. 

Mr. STEW ART: They are not as bad as that in 
the Transvaal. 

Mr. STORY: I do not know I am sure, but I 
suppose there are large areas there, too where 
the children are not educated. 'l'he wo~·st and 
cn1elest part of i.t is that in the townships the 
ch1ldren are gettmg a most excellent primary 
education under the auspices of the depart­
ment. Not only are they getting a good primary 
e~\'c.ation, but t.tt~ brightest of. them have pofsi­
hllrt!es of _obtaunng scholarsh1ps and going to 
any edncatwnal length to which their industry 
and ability may take them. But what are the 
people getting who really provide the whole of 

the money-the producers outside? I am not 
saying anything about the farmers and men like 
that who are also producers, hut in the farn,ing 
districts people are more groupad together, and 
they c.m have a number of schools, and most 
of them have the advanta~;es which I am 
claiming for our bush children. In the 
larger areas out W<'"t this is impossible, and 
the question is whether we are to have a 
population out \V est carrying out the land policy 
of the Government of the country and growing 
up in entire iJ:Snorance or whether the Govern­
ment will help them in some way to get an 
education for their children? If you put the 
question to any member of the Ministry or any 
member of Parliament who has children of his 
own, and some little <:·,re for their future : \V ill 
you gooutinto the country where we will guarantee 
that you will make a living, and by doing so 
jeopardise the education of your children? he 
would put the money he would be likely to nmke 
against the di,·tdvantage to his children, and, I 
think, he would decide that as he was a man 
who had probably reached middle life, the rest 
of his life would not be a matter nf very much 
account, while the rest of the lives of his five or 
six children would be a matter of the greatest 
importance, not only to him and to them, but 
to the whole State. The hon. member for 
Muegrave made a quotation the other day which 
struck me as containing the whole wisdom of 
the question-that it is the businc,;s of every 
man, and it is to the benefit of every man 
to get his own children educated, and it is 
also to his benefit to get the children of every­
budy else educated. It makes the safrgnard 
for the body politic, it makes possibilities for 
happy homes, and it makes an intelligent people. 
All of which we are debarred from through the 
pre,ent system of education not reaching the 
bush children. \Vhen speaking about this before 
I &aid it was no use coming to this Honse 
with an abstract question, and with abstract 
ideas without trying to find some way out of 
the difficulty. \Veil it seems to me that the 
way out of this difficulty is so absolutely simple 
and eacy that why it has not bo.en adopted I 
re,.lly do not know. Even when the Secretary 
for Public Instruction ,poke when I introduced 
thi,s motion last time I do not think he denied, 
and I do not think any member of this House 
denied, th.1t the system I foresbadow,,d was 
anything but eminently practicable. My idea of 
reaching these children is this: I have talked 
upon the matter so frequently that I do not 
want to inflict a long speech on the House, and 
the matter is really in a nut•,hell. IV e will take, 
for instance, •· family that is fourteen or fifteen 
miles away from the nearest school or township. 
The parent notifies to the te,.cher of the nearest 
provisional or State school that he has a certain 
number of children of school age for whom he 
has a tutor or governess, and he intends to bring 
them up for examination at the next vieit of the 
inspector. \Ve will imagine that this has been 
done, and that the inspector has seen these chil­
dren, and has seen that they are of the proper 
school age, and ha,; told the p<trent what books, 
1naps, and so on it i.s necel3:', J..ry to use. Now, at 
his next annual visit these c'tildren are brought 
in to the school for examination. They are sepa­
rated altogc0her from the children attending the 
school, and the inspector knowing them and having 
a list of them, examines those chiidren and finds 
they have made scttishctcry progress during the 
twelve months. He gives the plirtnt a certifi­
cate to the effect that certain children of his­
ages, sexes, and names being mentiom·d-have 
been examined by him that day, and they have 
made satisfactory progress since his last visit. 
That certificate from the inspector should be an 
order on the Treasury for the same amount per 
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child as it costs us to educate children in the 
Normal School. The average rate is £3 10s. per 
child, and suppose there are seven children, the 
certificate would be an nrder on the Treasury for 
£2410s., and it wouldgotowardsp,yingthetutor's 
or governess's salary. You can see what an effecb 
this would have. There would be only a percent­
age of children, I suppose, who would pass-some 
parents are careless, wme. children are L,zy, and 
some teachers are inefficient. The children 
would see that according to their study and 
diligence would depend whether they passed or 
not. Tbe parents would know that on their 
children passing the Fmmination would depend 
their ;;etting a certain amount towards the salary 
of the tutor or governess, and the governess or 
tutor would know that her or his billet depended 
on the passing of the children. He or she would 
do their utmost to pass those children. It would 
have this effect on the neighbours: They would 
see that a certain teacher had passed these seven 
children, and the parent had got the amount due 
to him from the Tre~sury at the rate of £3 10s. 
per head for each child passed, and the suc­
cessful teacher would take a certain rank in tl,e 
district. It would be C[nite pos,ible, I can 
understand, if there were other places within 
a reasonable di;tance that the parents of other 
children might get them to sturly under that 
tc ,cher, and you would have as the re,ult a little 
school established of eight or ten children, and 
the total amount which might be received from 
the Treasury would be sufficient to pay the whole 
of the tutor's or governess's wages. It would 
have this other effect : I can imagine the parent 
going home with his children and saying to the 
tntor, "Out of six only two have passed. Four 
have failed, and I only get payment for two. 
There must be some alteration in your method of 
teaching, or I must get somebody else." I can 
understand the tutor replying, "There must be 
some alteration in your method also. Your 
children mnet attend more regularly, or you can­
not expect me to pass them." Y on SE'e that the 
interest. of everybody concerned would he to pasJ 
the children. If they passed, well and good ; 
and there would he a certain amount paid 
towards the salary of the :,soverne-<s or tutor. 
If not, they must either attend more diligently 
or get somebody better qualified to teach them. 
I can imagine every houRe, under thoee circum­
stances, a special provisional school, and I cannr•t 
imagine any additional expense to the depart­
ment, except, perhaps, the salary of one or two 
more inspector8, which is such a trifle that it is 
not worth talking about. The only thing that 
has ever stopped this is the denominational 
question, and that is a bogey not worth t .king 
into consideration. I can underaLnd that in 
large towns the Government will not subsidi~e a 
school where son1e specLd religion is taught ; 
but in this ea·.e, where the children are taught at 
home, every body-J ews, Gentiles, Protestants, 
Homan Catholics, Prw .. byterians--inclined to 
teach their own children would get encouragement 
from the State to do so. There h one detv.il I 
omitted to mention, which is of grE>ctt impor­
tance. The Rou'e muet know that there are 
numbers of boundary riden,, fencers, rnen in 
charge of rabbit-proof fenc•s, and so on, often 
with large families, who do not get sutlicient 
wages to pay' a person capable of teaching thoBe 
children. Under thi,; sy,•tem it would be worth 
while their getting somebody to ter,ch them, 
because if there were children enough the 
teaching would not cost them anytPing at all. 
The religious aspect of the question would not 
present itself in any degree at all in the 
districts I am thinking of. One condition of 
course would be tlmt the· department would not 
help .:tny family within a certain distancP. of a 
Stl!t!) or provisional school-make it five miles or 

four miles or whatever you like. '\Vhen we were 
last discuBsing this f[Uestion, one hon. member 
Raid, "You see what could be done. Some re· 
ligions persuasion could build a large college at 
one of those places away from any township, and 
then you would have all these pupils going in for 
examination, becn,nse they would not be within 
a certain distance of a State school, and you 
would have to pay by results." But we do not 
legislate for lancls in Brisbane, and lands on the 
coast, and lands in agricuHnral districts, the 
same as we legislate for lands out there; and I 
hope we :tre not gomg to legislate in this matter 
tbe same as we do here. But I do not believe 
any of my fellow -colonists, or co-re!igionists, or 
anybody with common-sense, knowing how abso­
lutely necessary it is to have those children 
taught, so bigoted and so narrow·minded as to 
raise a question like this to stand in the way. 
I am sure there would be no man so lost 
to reason as to say, ''If we cannot get this 
for our children here, yon shall not get it out 
there." Besides, it would be impo;sible to 
build a large college so as to make payments by 
results extend further than I suggest. If any­
body attempted such a thing, all the State would 
have to do would be to put up a provisional 
school within a couple of miles, and their energy 
would be wa, ted, so far as that is concerned. 
Now with regard to the cost. If we have a 
school anywhere with an emolment of eighteen 
and an average attendance of ele;en, it will cost 
a certain amount to build the school, to furnish 
it, and to provide it with teachero, and there 
would be various other expenses. Under what 
I suggest there will be no building to Le erected by 
the department, no te:.tchers to provide, no trans­
fers involving long and expensive journeys, and 
no repairs. The only thing the dep atment will 
have to pay will Le so much per child for the 
children who 1'"''' ; nothing else at all. The cost 
will be le's per head than the children attend­
ing our State schools cost at the present time. 
In the i:ltate schools there are many children who 
are admira1>ly taught, and there are others who 
are either lazy or attend irregularly, but their 
cost to the State is just the same. There are 
a certain number of children to a class and a 
certain number of teachers, and the cost for 
teccching and maintenance is the same whether 
the children learn or not. In this scheme of mine 
there is only the cost of the chilrlren who pass 
the examinations. Take 1,000 children at £3 10·'· 
per head, it would cost £3,500 to give 1,000 
children some primary education. But there is 
another thing we have to considf'r. Of these 
1,000 children probably not more than 50 per 
cent. would pass, so you may calculate that 
£3,500 would educate, to a cert><in extent, 2,000 
children. I would like to rec. ll to the recollec­
tion of the Secretary for Rail W8.ys and the Home 
Secretary a recent trip we had out west. It 
will at all events be fresh in the mind of the 
Secretary for Railway.,, We left Y eulba and 
went to Surat, fifty miles. The country was 
occupied on all sides, yet in that fifty miles we 
never saw one school. Of cour1'e there was a 
school at Surat. The next day we left Surat and 
went to St. GeorgE>, eighty mile~. 'l'he country 
was occupied everywhere, and we saw any 
amouut of children on seleutions and at camps at 
different places ; hut there was no school in tlmt 
eighty tniles. There i~ a school at St. George, 
of course. ~Frorn St. George we went thirty 
mile-; to Nindi Gully, and from Nindi Gully 
to Goondiwindi, and in all that immense dis­
trict, with abundant signs of occupation every­
where, we did not Fee CJne single school. I do 
not care how conscientious or how good the 
Education Department may be, ncr how desirous 
it may be to educate ''ll children under our 
present St~,te school system, it cannot embrace 
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those children within its arms. If you put a 
State school down every ten miles you could 
not get any attendance, because they would be 
near no centre. All we want is some help 
towards their education. A man wrote to me 
the other day, asking, "\V ill the Government 
do anything for us unfortunate wretches in the 
matter of educating our children?" That was 
written by a selector who has a large family 
growing up, and I know of my own knowledge that 
times have been so abFolu'ely bad ith him since 
he came to Queensland that he could not find the 
money to pay anybody to teach his children. 
And yet tbat man has to find money to educ:tte 
other people's children. vVhy should not that 
man be helped? On the last trip I mentioned, 
the :Minister for Railways visited a selector's 
house near St. George, where he saw a very fine 
family of children, and there was a tutor there; 
and although there has been nothing but drought 
and tribulation in that district for some ye"'rs, 
yet that man was d<>ing his best to educate his 
children. I ask again : Why should not he be 
helped, cnnsidering that he can be so easily 
helped ? There i, no difficulty abont the matter 
at all. Supposing that tutor was there for 
twelve months, and that that selector to<•k his 
children fourteen or fifteen miles into St. 
George, where they would be examined, why 
should he not be P'lid something towards the 
education of these children? In St. Geurge the 
children are very numerous, and there is a first­
class school there, which is c~nducted in 
a first-class manner, and the parents of the 
children only pay towards the education of 
their children there what we all pay towards the 
general fund. I do not wish to make a very 
long speech on thie matter, and I "ill finish by 
reiterating the st>1tement that, although a great 
deal has been done by the Education Depart­
IYJent-a conRid(jrable arnonnt of it having 
resulted from the motion of the bon. member 
for Croydon, with regard to helping pNvifional 
schools to be built-I say that much as has been 
done by the department, the conditions of the 
colony are so peculiar that they can do no 
more in the way of these schools than they 
have done. It would be an absolute waste 
of money to build schools, and the children 
that I have referred to be unab' e to go to 
them. But the department could do an irn­
meme amount of good by helping· the parents 
of these children in some manner; then the 
responsibility would rl ;t on the parents. If they 
do not get good people to teach their children, 
or if they are careless about the attendance of 
their children at school, that is their own fault, 
and they have no cause of compldnt against the 
dep[trtment. \VhNe every one is •'oing his be·t 
to educate his children, I say that it is only fair 
that the Government should hdp those people, 
as well as helping those who live within the 
influence of lhe Act. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY l!'OR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. D. H. Dalrymple, 1lfackap): It has been a 
pleasure for me to listen to the eloquent and 
earnc,,t address delivered hy the hon. member 
for Balonne on tbi, matter. We fell know that 
his heart is entirely in the resolution that is now 
before us, which, as he says, is 'imilar to the one 
he brought before the House last yeu. It is 
impossible for anyone who has the interests of 
the colony at heart not to sympathiQ,e with the 
expressit•ns that hon. gentleman has made. \V e 
all agree with him that the children in the bush 
should have the same means of c,ducation as the 
children more fortuna(ely situated. That it is un­
fortunate that some children should be left wirh­
out the means of education, is admitted by every­
body, and the only question that I am aware of 

that is between the hon. member and myself and 
the department is not in deploring that a great 
many children in the bush are not able to enjoy 
the advant><gc.J of education as the children in 
Brisb:me enjoy, but that such a state of things 
shJuld be brought about that the children of t be 
people in the bush, who enjoy all the advantages of 
country life, should also enjoy the advantages 
of education which are m.ly obtainable where 
popuhtion is more dense. The fact that children 
in the bush h>tve no primary schools is not the 
only instance of the advantages which they are 
deprived of. I do not know whether the hon. 
member would propose for secondary education 
what he proposes for primary education, but I 
do !mow that many persons leave the bu~h 
where they are i~olated, and take, perhaps, less 
remuneration in order that they may live in 
some township where they can get their children 
edu0ateJ. There are many people who live in 
Brisbane only because they desire to obtain the 
ad.-antages of education for their chiltlren here, 
and I am afraid that under no conceivable 
circumstances can we suppose that people who 
live in different parts of the colony are on the 
same footing in all re•'Jlect, with regard to 
education. The hem. member said that he under­
stood that last year when the resolution was 
pas,ed, that it was an instruction to the Govern­
ment. 

l\fr. STORY: No, I said that the Government 
should take notice of it .. 

The SJlJCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
\V ell, the Government have taken notice of it, but 
the hon. member not only means that the Go­
vernment should have taken notice of it-that is 
that the State Education Act should be amended 
to enable these children to receive some education, 
but that. the department should have the Act 
amended HO that every child in the colony should 
receive educ ttion. But unless the department 
is instructed in sotne way, as to how this is done, 
I ventnre to assert that even if examinations 
suggested by the hon. member were held, that a 
large number of children would still be without 
instruction. The department requires to be 
informed how the· Act is to be extended in this 
way. The hon. member in his very unobjection­
able speech-unobjectionable in that he does not 
blame myself or the department that they have 
not done what they should or could have done­
has admitted that he himself has always been 
met in a liberal spirit-that the department 
have done thc·ir utmost with the means at their 
r >mmand. He told us that six new schools had 
been erected in the neighbourhood ofhiselectorate, 
and he led met o understand that these ochools had 
n<>t been built before because the people in the 
vicinity h,,,d taken a \Hong view of the Act, and 
of the regulations under the Act. But the 
dep~,rtment is in no way blam:.ble for the wrong 
view taken by these citizens. It would only 
be necessarY for them to a,.k the member for 
the district; or a Sta.te school teacher, or the 
department, and the information would be 
at once given to them on the subject. The 
progress of schools in his district has taken 
place very rapidly, and it is evident that 
theee schools would have been established l·mg 
ago had the people in the different localities 
under,tood the laws of the country. It is only 
neccs,ary for them to make applications to 
the department. It would be appropriate 
now to explain how requests made to the 
dep?rtment are dealt with; to point out 
what the present regulations provide for, and 

what the practice is. Now, where 
[4'30 p.m.] the average attellllance is as low as 

tweJve, the department will under­
take to suppiy the cost of a provisional school. 
It will undertake the payment of the teacher, 
11nd even when t.he :>ttendance falls below twelve 
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-even when the attendance falls as low as 
six or seven-if the parents will provide a 
portion of the money-and the hon. member 
bim~elf, in his scheme, implies that the parents 
in the majority of cases mu.,t supply a portion 
of the money-if they will supply a portion 
of it, either in the way of cash or in some cases 
in the way of b"ard, it is customary to con­
tinue the school. We pay the teacher an 
amounts per bead which would represent the 
entire cost of the school, )Jrovided the statutory 
number of children attend, but if there is a 
shortage we expect the parents to contribute 
anu make up perhaps £4, or £1l, or £10, or do 
something in t'Je way of providing board for the 
teacher. So that it is evident that much has 
bfen done in the way of providing schools where 
there is only an attendance of twelve children, 
and in some cases even le's than that. Then 
there is another regn]ation that is acted on in a 
good many cases. Not only do we keep a school 
going where there are only six or seven pupils, 
but we have made provision for groups, so that 
if there are b' el ve children anywhere within 
distance of each other the teacher can take 
one group for one week and another group 
the succeeding week ; that is, we provide 
for two half-time schools. The average family, 
it must be remembered, consists of five children, 
but in cases where there are two or three 
families with four or fi vu children each, the 
department make, provision for these half-time 
schools which may be distant, perhaps, fifteen 
or twenty n,iles from each other. Then there is 
a provision for the appointment of itinerant 
teachers. That has been attempted two or three 
times, anu has never met with the approval of 
parents, anu, in that respect, I venture to say 
that the opinion of the parents is quite justifiable. 
I do not think it is a profitable method of 
instructing our <'hildren. So that although the 
hon. member seems to think that nonoLicehas been 
taken of his motion, the department has really 
done its best under exi8ting circumstances to 
provide the benefits of education for as many 
childten as possible. Now, the hon. member 
takes the view that if we teach twElve children, 
why should we not teach two? He a.,sumes 
rightly enongh that all persons t.hroughout the 
colony are taxed to proYide the educ,1tion vote, 
and if the children where they are numerous 
are able to go to school, the children who are 
isolated and very few in number should also 
have a right to a teacher being provided by the 
State. 

Mr. STORY: No; only a portion of the cost. 
The S:ECRRTARY FOR PUBL TO LANDS : 

\V ell, although that is a good idea enough, yet it 
is not pradicahlf'. • 

Mr. McDoNALD : \Vhy? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

I am speaking of the principle. The principle 
is that if any person in auy part of the colony 
contributes-and ail are supposed to contribute 
to the taxt~tion generally-to some institution 
which is a benefit to a particul<tr district, then 
all the people iu the colony should have the 
benefits of similar institutions extended to them. 
I say that is impracticablP. Take the case of 
the botanic gardens. BecanGe the people of 
Brisbane have a botanic gardens, which are 
paid for to some extent by the State, therefore, 
we must establish botanic gardens in all por­
tions of the colony. We might take as "imilar 
instances the postal system, the ttlegraph 
system, or the railway system. Although the 
deficit on the raihvays has to be met by everyone, 
yet it is impractic.tble that everyone should have 
a railway near them. I admit it is desirable. It 
would be a very nice thing if everyone was provided 
;with the Lenefits of a railway fer the ):e~J>son that 

they hg,ve to pay a share of the taxation. But 
the question in this case is not what is desirable, 
but what is practicable. All previous Ministers 
and the department have admitted that it is 
desirable to place the means of instruction at the 
command of every child in the eolony, but the 
question is w hetber it is altogether practicable to 
do so; Suppose a married couple go twenty, 
thirty, or forty miles away from a school and 
by-and-by have children, it is pretty evident to 
me that for some time at any rate they cannot 
have a teacher provided by the State. So that 
there are disabilities which it is impossible fur 
the State to altogether meet, and I am pre­
pared to show that even if we did attempt 
the scheme propounded by the hon. member 
we should even then be compelled to admit 
that a great many children in the State were 
not reached. I think the hon. member will 
admit that the motion cannot possibly be carried 
out so far as to enable all the children in the 
colony to receive some education at the hands 
of the State, any more than it is possible for 
every child in the colony to have a technical 
school in its immediate neighbourhood. How­
ever much we might wish it, we are bound to 
admit that that is impracticable. The hon. 
member himself showed one of the difficultiPs in 
the way of his scheme, because, while he claims 
that every child has a claim to education, yet he 
points out, that wh;le there may be a school in 
the district, it may be at such a distance as 
to prevent certain children attending it, and 
even if we provided schools throughout the 
colony at a distance of every six miles, we 
should still be unable to provide for every child 
in the col,my. The hon. member says, with 
regard to our land syotem, that wB should adver­
tise, or inform the public, that if they go into 
the back country their children will probably 
receive no education at the hands of the State. 
I do not know that it is nece"'sary to tell parents 
that, because they know perfectly well that if 
they go far away into the bush they are subjected 
to a great many disabilities. But I observed 
also that the hem. member said that when a 
selector took up land a number of other people 
followed after him-dam-makers, well-borers, 
and fencers. I assume that he was referring to 
grazing selection ; and if that is so, then it is 
quite practicctble for those persons to obtain a 
school for their children. 

Mr. STORY: Their occupation is not perma­
nent; they would not stay there always. 

The SECRETARY ]'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It seems to me to be another difficulty, and a 
very serious onP, I do not know whether the hon. 
member would expect the State to provide f<>r 
pe•1ple who were only there twelve months; but 
if those persons themselves made an application 
to the department on the ground that they had 
enough children to provide an averag-e .attend­
ance of twelve, we should not ask whether they 
were likely to be permanent; but if they would 
snh~cribe what is nf'Cessary under the regula­
tions, we shoulu endeavour to satisfy their 
requirements as fully as possible. Agotin, while 
I sympathise with the hon. m em her's motion, 
and while I admit that persons living in the 
bush have many di,.,advantages-I lived iu the 
bush myself-3nd while I lived there I 
taught my children as far as I could, though 
I should have preferred sending them to 
a State school-but admitting that there m1Bt 
necessarily be many children throughout the 
colony who are not educated in consequence 
,,f the absence of a schcol or in consequence 
of the inability or the indisposition of their 
parents to teach them, there is another class 
of children and a gr<-at number who are not 
educated either who live near enough to school 
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to attend, that is to say, even in Brisbane, 
doubtless in Townsville, doubtle's in Charters 
Towers, doubtless in l\Iackay, there are some 
children who are not educated. 

Mr. J ACKSON : There are 1 ,Sl5 altogether. 
The SECRETARY FORPlTBLICLANDS: 

There are 1,800 reported as existing in the colony 
for whom the means of education are provide1i 
n1ore or less~-

lVIr. 1\IcDONNELL : Why don't you put the 
compulsory clauses into force? 

Mr. JVIcDoNALD: They have the OJJportunity 
of attending. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
That does not affect the position in the slighteot 
as far as the State is concerned. Assuming that 
education is what V.'e believe it to be, a beneficial 
influence, the question for the S'ate is not how 
the children don't go to schocl, but the bro·;,d 
fact that they do not or they do go. As to how 
this happens that is a mere sec·.mdary thing. I 
am pointing uut that though the hon. member 
shows, and shows with great clearness, that there 
are a great many children who have not the 
means of goin?' to schon], yet from his point of 
vie"-and from my point uf view as one who 
believes in edue ~tion being as universal as 
possible-the evil to the State is equal in both 
cases. If there are lOO who do not go to school 
in the bush, because there are no schools for 
them, and if there are 100 who don't go in 
town because their parents won't send them 
or allow them to "top away, the evil to the 
State would be about the same in both cases. 
And I want to point out that the compulsory 
clauses have not been put in force. Hon. 
members will probably ask me how that is so, 
and I can tell them that there are a good many 
ditliculties in puttir,g them in force. But I 
say this-if any hon. member who represents a 
constituency will cmne to rne, and P.ay, "I, repre­
senting that constituency, ask you that the 
compulsory clauses >hould be ]lilt in force, and 
that the children no lon~er shall be permitted 
to nPglect the opportunities which the liberality 
of the Stotte and other people gives them"-if 
any hon. member will come to me, and say, "I 
represent that district, and I am responsible to 
the people of that district, and I a•-k the Educa­
tion De]1artment to put them in force," I will 
put them in force. 

HONOUHABLJ<; MEMBEHS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MoDoN,\LIJ: You will have a dozen 

applintinns next week. 
The SECRETARY J!'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 

'Whatever the enthusiasm which has been dis­
played for education, I have never until lately 
heard any member of p,rJiamentcome to me and 
say I want those compulNory clauses put in force; 
I am respon<ible for that district, and I voice the 
opinions of the people of the district. So far I 
say there has been no monition of that kind. 

Mr. JACKSON: It has just been mentioned 
casually in debate. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
There has always been mention of them but 
nothing fnrther. 

1\Ir. McDONNELL: It has been advocated 
several times. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I say that if hon. members de-sire something 
done, if they will come to me w hil~ I retain that 
office I will put the clauses in force in any 
district where it is recommended by its repre­
Kentative. The hon. mmnLer has nid, Yery 
wi,ely, I think, that it io no use c >ming to the 
House with merely abstract questions, but he has 
brought forward a scheme which he thinks will 
go some way to solve the ditliculties of the 
queotion as measured by the Department of 
Public Instruction. 

Mr. STOI\Y: I said the same in 1897. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:'-<DS: 
I admit that; I am not saying this in a critical 
spirit; I am pointing out that the hon. member 
recognises that this is a practical question, and 
he has given us a plan qf his own which he thinks 
will solve the difficulties with which it is sur­
mounted. I am not a convert at all to this 
scheme, because I do not think that if we did 
brin" it into practice it would be at all succ€ ·'·­
ful; it seems to nw that even then some other 
hon. member will be aLle to cmne up and say 
precisely what the hon. member says now-that 
the Act wonld still require amending to enable 
the children outside its influence to receive 
education. I do not believe that by agreeing to 
paying -o much per ht'ad for their children :yon 
will in the majority of ose,, hrwe those chihlren 
educa,tel a\ all, and I shall proceed to show 
hon. m mbers~-

Mr. STOl\Y : Then the blame would rest on the 
parents. 

The SEOllETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
I shall proceed to show the House why I have 
arrived at that conclusion. In illustrating the 
position the hon. member assumes that there is a 
family fourtwm or fifteen miles away from a 
school, and that this family is provided in some 
way with a schoolmaster or a schoolmistress, or 
the parents teach the children. At a given time 
an inspector comr~ to some town nt no great 
distance, gnd notifies that be is desirous of 
examining any children who may be considered 
by the p;trent to have received sufficient tuition. 
He holds an examination, and certifies that siuce 
the last time he made an examination those 
children have made good progress. In this case, 
which is a hypot:,etical CR .,., there would be six 
or seven children. The hon. member at-sumes 
six or seven children, and that this would result 
in the parent obtaining, provided there are seven 
children, and all of them h. ve madegoorl progress, 
and all of them were of school age-that in this case 
there wouid be £24 10s. for the parent to receive 
for the education of his children. This, I may 
say, would not represent an average caS''· If 
there were seven children and they were all at 
school, I imagine that family would not number 
less than twelve; but even assuming that there 
were seven children in a family of twelve, and 
all those children had got certificate3 of having 
made good progres,, it might happen-and the 
hon. member 9,drnits him•el£ that some children 
are clever and some children are not clever­
that some teachers are very active and very 
successful, and others are not active or success­
ful, but whether the certific tte w,- 3 granted 
would depend to some extent not on the amount 
of instruction given, but on the amount of 
n.atural ability the children possess, and it might 
happen that even if the children had been 
t»ught twelve months, through no fault of the 
parent and through no fauit of the teacher, 
the parent would re eel ve no allowance at all 
for having taught them. The hrm. member 
assumea-aud it seems to me an important 
con ,ideration-the hon. member assun1es two 
things, which do not seem to agree with one 
another. He assumes that a narent cannot 
afford to provide a teacher. He a"sumes that 
the parent is desirous of having his children 
educated-a very natural assumption-and, I 
hope, a perfectly aecurate one in the majority 
of instances. Now I would ask, what kind of 
teacher would you get if you had three children 
to educ·J,te, and the sum you receive back from 
the St lte is £3 10s. per annum for each child, or 
£10 10,;, for the three? If any teacher was paid 
£10 10s. per annum, hon. members opposite 
would r:,tll it "sweat m!(," and I, as the Minister, 
"ould ne,-er pertmt the payment by the det>art­
ment of s:wh an e:.;ccssivdy low s::tlary, although 
the tel1cher only had two or thre(l children to 
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teach. The hon. member assumes that the 
parents cannot afford to pay a kachec ; but, 
under the scheme which he proposes, they will 
have to find thE' teacher's salary for twelve 
months, at any rate, until they are repaid by 
the department. The hon. member assumes that 
there are seven children of scho<Jl age in the 
hmily-which would mean a total number of 
children of about twelve, But could a teacher 
be obtained for £24 10s. per annum? 

Mr. STORY: I never meant you to understand 
that that was to be the whole of the teacher's 
salary. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Then all I can say is that this resolution will 
never carry out what the hon. member desires. 
It would still leave many children without 
education. The hon. member admits that this 
repayment by the devartment would not pay 
for a teacher, even in a case where there were 
seven children of school age. The hon. member 
is therefore only dealing with those parents who 
can afford to pay the cost of the education of 
their seven childrm, and to pay the teacher 
twelve months in advance of the repayment by 
the State. In fact, if we adopted this resolu­
tion, it would fa.il to fulfil its object, inasmuch 
as it would not meet the case of poor parents at 
all. 

Ji-IEMBERS of the Oppo,ition: Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY l!'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 

It is only applicable to tolerably well-off people 
-people who can afford to pay someone to edu-­
cate their children, and are content to receive 
only a portion of the cost of that education 
back, giving the State twelve months' credit. 
\Vhen we come to examine the resolution, we 
find that it would leave, I should say, four-fifths 
of the children who at present receive no school­
ing still without schooling, and would only par­
tially relieve those parents in the bush who have 
sufficient money to pay for the services of a 
teacher, but who probably would do so at consider­
able self-sacrifice. Tu the great bulk of those 
who have been depicted by the hon. member as 
going into the bush to make a living as stock­
riders, receiving small salaries, and having Je,rge 
families, I assert that this paltry repayment of 
£3 10s. per head per annum would be practically 
no assistance, because, according to the hon. 
member's own statement, those are the very 
people who cannot afford to pay for a teacher, 
and would be unable to pay a teo,cher for twelve 
months in order that they might be repaid at 
the end of that time. Of course, in the case of 
a family of twelve, seven of whom are at school, 
£310s. a-head would be an appreciablesum-asum 
which might pay half the teacher's salary : but it 
would not pay more than half. But what are 
we to do with pD,rents who do not indulge in 
such a wild luxuriance of multiplication D,S to 
have twelve children, seven of whom are at 
school? Suppose we take the average family : 
According to the statistics of the colony, the 
average family is five. • 

li-Ir. KEI\R: A very fair average, too. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

I think so, too. In all probability, three of 
those five would be of school age. Even sup­
posing all three make sufficient progress to 
justify the State paying £3 10s. for each of them, 
will that anything like pay for their education? 
·while I give the hon. member every credit for 
his good intentions and for his ingenuity in 
putting forth this echernP, yet I a'sert, with 
very much regret, that it will not do what he 
desires, and it will not remove the difficulties 
which the department acknowledges now exist. 
The great proportion cf children who are now 
not near any State school will still remain with­
out th<> advantages of education. We have more 
to hope for from closer settlement and a better 
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means of communication than from any scheme 
of this kind. There are not so many places in 
Queensland where families are so completely 
isolated that there are no other families within 
miles. 

Mr. STORY : That sort of population stretches 
for hundreds of miles out West. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
The people who go out West, in many cases, are 
single people. Doubtless they get married; but 
a great many of those people actually come in 
and settle near other people who have families. 
I have heard the hon. member say this himself, 
and I know it is so. They come and settle in 
places where there are other families in order to 
overcome this difficulty. I have pointoo out­
and I think I am entitled to do so-that, so far 
as I can judge, even if we carry this scheme into 
effect, and repay the people who are able to pay 
a teacher a small portion-and i~ will only be a 
very small portion-of their outlay, we will leave 
nine out of ten of those children who are now 
without education-a fact that the hon. member 
deplores, and so do I -still outside the scope of 
our educational system, and therefore this 
scheme does not fuifil the promises which were 
contained in the hem. member's addreRs. The 
average family in France is one child. Now, 
I will ask hon. members bow far £3 10s. a year 
will go to pay for the education of one child? 
It seems to me that if parents are placed in 

the position that they are not able to 
[5 p. m.] pay for the education of their chil-

dren, their receiving £3 10s. a year 
if they have one child, or £7 a year if they have 
two, will not enable them to do so. Therefore 
this scheme cannot possibly be submitted to this 
House as an expedient which will at all meet the 
difficulties of the case. I do not think it will do 
very much more thn.n is done at present, while it 
will introduce a very embarrassing element into 
our political system. There is one objection. 
It may, perhaps, be a minor objection. It is an 
objection that I would not urge if I could see 
that this rule-that we should pay parents £3 
10s. a year if their children pass the examina­
tion, could be generally availed of. But there is 
certainly this objection: That even if this scheme 
were successful, as the hon. member hopes-I do 
not admit it will be-it will delay the creation 
of State schools and provisional schools in a great 
many places. People will not endeavour to do 
what they are doing now-come to a township to 
live. Carriers will not do what they do now-make 
their camp at a place where they can all come 
together and have a State school. Instead of 
children coming to school, and meeting one 
another, and learning discipline, and improving 
their knowledge of social life, which is of the 
greatest advantage to them subsequently-in­
stead of this occurring as much as it does now, 
there will be less of this State school education, 
and the education that will take place will be 
the education of families-isolated families­
where that social action and interaction, which 
is one of the greatest benefits of school life, will 
occur. It will delay, even assuming it to be 
successful, the erection of State and provisional 
schools. The hon. member thinks it will be a 
great saving to the State in this way-that no 
books will be required. 

Mr. STORY : Oh, no ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

That, at any rate, they will want no buildings, 
no repairs, and so on. If you are going to get a 
schoolroom and get a teacher, you must provide 
accommodation for the teacher whether the State 
does it or not, and it seems to me that in the 
long run we are quite as certain to have applica­
tions from the poor parents for a better school­
room, as we find we have had from the provisional 
schools. 'When the provisional schools were 
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established, the idea which was entertained by 
the House was that there were many districts in 
which a ~mall number of children could be 
obtained-between twelve and thirty-and in 
these places, if the State found the teacher the 
parents would find the school. That wccs the 
plan which was adopted. As time rolled on it 
was found, first of all, necessary to provide for 
the teacher. The people then said, "\V e will 
find the schoolroom rather than that our children 
should be d.eprived of the benefits of ednca­
tion ; but you cannot ex!Ject us to find room 
for the teacher for our few children." As time 
went on, parents naturally thought they should 
get more assistance from the State, and have 
the schoolroom paid for to the same extent 
by the State a" State schools; and the repairs 
are now going to be carried out by the State. I 
do not urge this as any great difficultv. I only 
urge it as a criticism. But it seems to me that 
if the hon. member expects to satisfy people in 
this way he disregards the experience of the past, 
because we find it has broken dov.n in provisional 
schools. I submit that if it were ehown that 
many families would be able under this system 
to educate their children who do not have them 
educated now because they are in the bush and 
their menus will not allow them to put up a 
sufficiently good room to accommodate the 
teacher and the children-that if it could be 
shown that this system which has been so 
eloquently propm,ed by the hon. gentlen,an 
would include in our educational system children 
in the bush who are now outside the henefi ts 
of that system, that objection woul<l still be 
valid. It seems to me tr1at whrttever maY 
be the position of parents, their natural affe~­
tion for their children will impel them to 
endeavour to get the difficulties which now exist 
removed, and that they will call on the State 
-chat is on other persons-to contribute to 
remove any disabilities that they may suffer 
from. The hon. member, in ort1er to illustrate 
this matter, told us that, in company with 1he 
Secretary for Rail ways, he h>cd passeJ over 
many hundred miles of connt!y, which he said 
was taken up or settled, and in which he did not 
see a school from one end to the other. It does 
not follow that n,, instruction was given. I 
know places in the bush were you cmnot see a 
school, but the children are--

Mr. STORY: There were no schools wh€re I 
stated. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
There may be no schools, but it does not neces­
sarily follow because there are no schoolo that 
the children Ere not instructed. 

Mr. STORY : Not by the SLate, 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

I may point out that if we adopted this system, 
and every parent was able to teach his or her 
own children, and was able to employ a teacher 
-if teaching W••.S conducted in the houses of 
citizens of the West, it is quite clear there would 
not be any sch•1ols. Then the hon. gentleman 
said that on that journey he saw oue >elector, or 
settler, and he told him, "The Government 
should help us unfortunate' to teach our 
children." This settler also told him that they 
had such bad seasons that he could not afford a 
teacher. I would point out that this system 
would not meet such a case as that at all. If a 
man has a family, and has been vequnfortunab­
and I am sorry to say very many have ':Jeen so 
unfortunate as to have bad seas8ns-;,nd cannot 
afford a teacher, he will not be relieved by this 
scheme. If a settler has a bad season, I can 
understand he cannot afford to pay a te,,chH .£30 
a-year-and I can understand that that will be the 
irreducible minimum-or £60 a year. How can 
a person who has had no returns from his stock 

or from his cultivation afford to employ a teacher 
at all? Even although the Government uorni­
nally says, "If you teach your children we will 
repay you the money," such an offer is a mere 
mockery. It seems to me it is adding insult to 
neglect. You teli him to do something which 
untoward circums'"'nces prevent him from doing. 
How can an unfortunate selector who has had 
bad seasons afford to pay a teacher .£30 or £80 a 
yur? The better-off selector-the squatkr 
probably -may be able to have his children 
taught. He may be able to get sufficient accom­
modation from the bank to carry him on for, 
at any rate, a yPar or two, and pay this .£30 
or £GO a ye,tr, which the State will very 
handsomelv and liberally return to him. But 
the other· person-the particular person the 
hon. n1e1nber tieen1s to bedt"siruus of as~isting, and 
w horn, I am sure, we are all desirous of acsiHtir.g 
ad far a;;; we can-is the prtcisf\ person who, if 
this scheme was adopted, would receive no 
benefit. \Vhatever the hon. member may think 
of his scheme-and I am quite sure he would not 
have brought it forward had he not hone .tly 
believed that it would enable the department to 
do more than it is doing at present in the direc­
tion he indicates-I venture to say that it would 
not hE> effective, and I also venture to say that it 
would create a great deal of annoyance, and that 
we should find it described as a sop to the rich, 
and not an as'.istance to the poor. The depart­
ment, in providing, as they h-.ve done, that 

'groups of six children shall be instructed at the 
expenbe of the State, and in bringing down, as 
they have done, the number of children to 
be instructed by one teacher to less than 
twelve, have done all that it is prhcticable 
to do, and have also done not only as much but 
more than is dune in the other colonies. \V e 
h,ve erred on the side ofliberality and generosity, 
if we have erred at all. The officers permanently 
connected with the del artment are exceedingly 
zt<J.lous, and exceedingly Jer:<irous of pushing 
the advantages of education as far as practicable, 
and beyond that I venture to say we cannot go, 
however much the hon. member may desire it. 
I really must. s:q that while I admire the 
enthu':ia'lm of the hon. member who has hroug-ht 
forward this mution, and v.hile I give him credit 
for the mcst L ud'lble intention", he has not, so 
far as I can judge, presented in his scheme any 
plan which will enable the department to go 
further than they have gone alrtady, I only wish 
that the plan was such as would enable me to say 
that by carrying it out we could have every child 
in the State instructed. I only regret that it 
does not offer any hope in that direction. I 
believe that if we ado)Jted the scheme he sug­
ge~ts \ve should give .;:;erious a:1noyance to son1e 
people, 11nd that in a year or two wme bun. 
members opposite would ex],ress theil' very great 
di'"''tbfaction that cerLin persons got all the 
advantages of onr educational 'ystem, and that 
those who ar.e probably most in need of L\Soistance 
got none. I do not' think the pbn ,uggested 
would meet whatever difBculties at present 
exist. 

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders): I have listened 
to the hon. gentleman very attentively for a 
considerable time, aJ•d I can come to no other 
conclusion than that he hao very little sympathy 
with the proposal to give these chilriren any 
education at all. The whole of the hon. gent.le­
Inan)s speech seems tu n1e to have been rn.>,de 
simply to kill time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : \Vhat is 
yours for? 

Mr. McDON'ALD: I •.dll not be long, and I 
am not speaking to kill time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I do not 
think it is fair to make that statement. 
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Mr. McDONALD: The hon. gentleman intro­
duced into this discussion a large amount of 
foreign matter which h<ts no interest in this 
debate. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Y on make a great 
mi.>take. 

1\Ir. McDO;'\l"ALD: The hon. gentlem>tn in 
one particuhr case drew a comparison between 
the nu'llber of childr>u in a f.tmily in France 
and in QL1eensland. \Vh~t an>tlogy is there in 
that compar:son? Simply none. 'Whether the 
h m. gentleman accepts the scheme proposed by 
the hon. member for Balonne or not, there is this 
to be said : that he has admitted that under it 
probably one-fifth of the children who are now 
receiving no education would be educated. 
Therefore, on the hon. gentleman's own showing 
it is worth while to put the sugge;ted scheme 
int.o practice. \Ve ''"" told that there some 1,815 
children about the city who are not bAing 
educated at the present time. \Vhose fault is 
that? It is the fault of the department, because 
they do not put the compulsory pmvisions of 
the Education Act into force. But the hon. 
gentleman turns round and wants to throw the 
re,ponsibility on members of Parliament who 
represent certain districts for not asking him to 
put those provisions into force. 

The SIWRBn'ARY !!'OR PUBLIC LANDS: They will 
have very little effect when they are enforced. 

Mr. McDONALD: What is the hon. gentle­
man in that position for? \Vhy should he wait 
to be asked to put those clauses into force? 

Mr. FISHER: I ask it now for Gym pie. 
1\Ir. McDONALD: I ask it for Flinder8. 
Mr. 0ALLAN: And I ask it for Mount Morgan. 
Mr. l\IcDON } .. LD: I told the hon. gentleman 

at the time that a number of members would 
be sending in applications to have the clauses 
enforced in their districts. Now, three members 
have asked it in this Ob amber, and I believe that 
next week he will have ne:trly every member of 
Parliament making the same request. 

The SECRETARY !!'OR PUBLIC LANDS: I am very 
glad to hear it personally. 

i\Ir. McDONALD: The hon. gentleman has 
attempted all through to show that the scheme 
of the hon. member for Balonne is impracticable. 
I take a different view of the matter altogether. 
'When trying to show that the scheme is impractic­
able the hon. gentleman said if there were seven 
children in a family, and two passed the necee­
Rary examination, the subsidy coming fr,>m the 
State would be £7, and that you could not get a 
tutor or teacher for £7. 'rhe hon. member for 
Balonne did not sug-:zest anything of the kind. 
As I understand his scheme it is this: that if any 
selector, or any othbr person living in an isolated 
centre, desires to have his children educated, and 
other persons within easy distance of that selector 
also desire to h>tve their children educated, they 
may ab:~i.<t to pay the teacher, and that for all 
children who pass the standard ex<tmination they 
should receive the subsidy mentioned by the 
hon. member, tha.t subsidy to go tmvards paying 
the salary of the governess or teacher. The hon. 
gBntlcman then went on to argue that the whole 
thing- would be unsuccessful. If it w.ts unsuc­
cessful the department would lose nothing by it, 
while if it was successful it would be a great boon 
to many families in the outlying districts. The 
hon. gentlem<m admits that it is an into!erable 
state of affairs that a numb"r of children in the 
bftck country receive no education, and the fact 
th;,t this motion was passed on the previous 
occasi•m on the voices rhows that every member 
of the House is desirous that some provision 
should be made to get those children educated. 
Yet, since the motion was p;<ssed-that is two 
years ago-the Minister has done nothing to 
solve the difficulty. The ho.n. member for 
Balonne, however, has submitted a scheme for 

dealing with the matter. So far as I can 
understand the scheme submitted by the hon. 
member for Balonne, it is not only practicable, 
but fe·tsi ble, and even according to the show­
ing of the Secretary for Lands himself, at 18ast 
one-fifth of the children who are not educated 
at the present time would be educated under 
that scheme. Anoth:r argument the hon, 
gentlermtn advanced was that becau'e all the 
children would not be educated under this 
scheme it would not be a good thing to introduce 
it, as it would be the means of only a certain 
section being educated. Even supposing that is 
so, I rememher that there was another very 
important educational movement introduced into 
this Assembly abont a year ago for the establi.sh­
ment of a university. Lttst year a Bill was intro­
duced for this purpose, and we have had another 
introduced this year. Speaking on the University 
Bill last year, the present Secretary for Lands 
said, with respect to an objection taken that it 
was more de~irable to try to give all a primary 
ednution than to give a section higher educa­
tion, the hon. gentleman said it was no 
argument against what all admitted as a neces­
sary thing- that all could not take advantage 
of it, and he went on to show how utterly 
impossible it was that all children could take 
advantage of it. \Ve grant that, but when the 
hon. gentleman tells us that that iR no argument 
why we shonld not have a university, I say that 
it is admitted that the scheme proposed by the 
hon. member for Balonne will result in a certain 
number of children being educated who cannot 
now get an education, and it is no argument 
against the scheme to say that all cannot be 
educated under it. I can give a case as an 
illustration that covers the ground stated by the 
hon. member for Balonne in introducing this 
motion. I know of a place in Queensland where 
a man employed at a mail stage left a good billet 
there to come into town to take up a very 
inferior billet that he might be able to give his 
children an education. If this scheme were in 
force there is a station not far away, and the 
p<jople there would probably be prepared to get 
a governess for their two or three children, 
and as there was no great distance between 
the two places, the children of the man at the 
mail s>age could have gone there, and seven or 
eight children could thus have been educated, 
and if they passed the necessary standard the 
Govornment subsidy under this scheme could be 
gained, and under such circumstances it would 
have been better for this man to have retained 
his good billet if he could get his children 
educated in this manner, and the difference 
between the wa;;-es he would get there and the 
wages he got in the town would have met his 
contribution to the tutor's 8alary. I dare say 
that if I started to look for cn.ses I could find a 
number of similar cases. 'That is only one that 
occurs to me at the moment. I say the hon. 
member for Balonne is to be commended for the 
action he has taken in this matter, for the 
thought he has given to it, and for the scheme 
he has broug-ht down. The hon. gentleman has 
certainly shown that under that scheme it is 
probable that a certain number of children will 
be educated who are not being educated now, and 
I for one will certainly vote in favour of the hon. 
gentleman's motion. 

Mr. SMITH : I think it is desirable that we 
should do all that we can fM education, and 
all that we can to provide a means of eel ucation 
for the children of people in remote parts of the 
colony, where the population is very much 
scattered. I think the motion is worthy of very 
careful consideration by the department. They 
should, I think, consider whether something in 
that direction could not be done, and whether, 
if it cannot be done exactly on the lines laid 
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down by the hon. member, some modification of 
his plan might be adopted, and a trial given to 
it, to test whether it can be worked or not. To 
alter the present education system is a question 
which would deserve very serious consideration. 
The people are not desirous of doing away with 
or interfering in any w"'y with the system of 
education at present adopted throughout the 
colony. Any interference with it would give 
rise to a great deal of argument and contention, 
and I doubt very much whether it would be 
beneficial in so far as education, which we desire 
to see sown broadcast throughout the colony, 
is concerned. I really think some modifi­
cation of the system proposed by the hon. 
member for Balonne might be adopted whereby 
people in parts of the colony remote from 
centres of population ehould be entitled to 
receive some compensation from the State for 
the expense they are necessarily put to in giving 
an education to their children. As the hon. 
member for Balonne has pointed out, it is an 
advantage not only to each family that they 
should be educated, but it is an advantage to the 
people of the colony as a whole. The more the 
people are educated the better it is from a 
national point of view for the colony as a whoh>, 
and I therefore think the proposal made by the 
hon. member is well worthy of consideration. 
With regard to the compulsory clauses of the 
Education Act, the Minister says he is willing 
to enforce the compulsory clauses in rrny hon. 
member's electorate if he desires it. I made a 
request of the kind in 1891. I have always been 
in favour of having the compulsory clauses put 
into force, because I belif~ve it would be a very 
good think for the colony. There are a great 
many young larrikins growing up in ignorance, 
who, if they had an education, might become 
better citizens. I quote from page 1570 of 
Hansard for 1891, when Mr. Hcdgkinson was 
Secretary for Public Instruction. I was speak­
ing on the subject of enforcing the compulsory 
clauses, and this is what occurred-

As soon as the funds at his disposal would enable 
the hon. gentleman to do so, it would he well if )le 
would endeavour to enforce the compulsory clauses of 
the Act. He (;\ir. Smith) knew that a great number of 
young people were gobg about without the advantages 
which a school provided, solely becau.,e they were not 
looked after. In the neighbouring colony of New 
South Wales they had what were called attendance 
inspectors. 

The SECRJ<a'ARY FOR Pun Lie lNSTRUC'riON: Our average 
attendance is higher than that of any of the other 
colonies. 

Mr. S][ITH said those inspectors were appointed 
specially--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: They have 
been a failure. 

Mr. SMITH said he did not know how they had been 
a failure. He was speaking to one of those inspePtors 
the other day, and he told him that the system was 
working remarkably well. 

An HoxouRABLE MElliBER : Of course he would. 
Mr. S][ITH said the gentleman to whom he was 

speaking g-ave him figures, but he (Mr. Smith) had not 
them with him just then. He was informed that the 
system was working admirably. rrho.:;e who had the 
guardianship of boys who were not attending school 
were brought up before a magistrate, and for a first 
oftence a nominal fine was imposed. If they were 
brought up a second time the fine was increased} and so 
on, until the boys were compelled to attend school. 
Towards the close of that debate, after the hon, 

member for Maryborough, Mr. 
[5·30 p.m.] Annear, had stated that he was 

instructed by a certain society in 
Brisbane to ask that the compulRory clauses 
should be enforced, the then Secretary for Public 
Instruction said it was not the intention of the 
Government to take any steps with that view at 
present, and he proceeded to give his reasons-

In the first place, it was impossible to work with any 
degree of success in the pre~ent condition of the 
colony, as they required funds for such a purpose-a 

very large sum would be required. In the second 
place, there was not by any means a consensus of 
opinion with regard to the subject, and many people 
bad a great dislike to the enforcing of the compulsory 
clau.-es ; and, in the third place, the experience of 
Sydney was decidedly agninst the enforeement of those 
clauses. According to the latest stntistic\:l in ~ew 
South Wales, where the compulsory ss stem was in force 
the attendance was only fii·Sl per cent. of the total 
number of children. In South Au~tralia it was 63·07 
per cent .. in Victoria it was 64·16 per cent .. and in 
QueenR-land, where there was not compulsory educa­
tion, 61-1 per cent.; so that Queensland bad the hig-hest 
percentage except Viutoria, and the difference between 
the two was infinitesimal. 
I desire to call the attention of the present Sec­
retary for PuL!ic Instru~tion to what his pre­
decessor stated on that occasion, I certainly 
thought that if the numbers of children who 
were idling about the streets were compelled to 
attend school it would be a great deal better for 
themselves and for the colony; and I think so 
still, notwithstanding the statistics that were 
then brought forward. I hope the hon. gentle­
man will adopt the system, which he says he is 
inclined to do. 

The S"'CRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : vVhere 
there is school accommodation, of course. 

Mr. SMITH : And I trmt that where there 
is not school accommodation it will be provided. 
This question of education i' a most import.,nt 
one. Although we hear it said that an educated 
scoundrel is a great deal worse than one who is 
not educated so highly, still the education of the 
people, looking at the matter in its wideRt aspect, 
is one of the greatest boons the colony can 
possibly enjoy. I hope the compulsory clauBes 
will be enforced as suggested, and I hope also 
that something will be clone towards assisting 
the hon. member for Balonne in the very praise­
worthy object he has in view-that of reaching, 
by our education syEtem, the people who reside 
in very outlying portions of the colony. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G. 
Foxtou, Cctrnarvon): I hope I shall not be 
accused of wasting time, and trying to talk this 
motter out. I am certain the hon. member for 
Balonne will not credit or discredit me with 
any such intention, and I certainly value his 
opinion upon this subject very much more than 
I do the opinion of hon. members opposite who 
are so ready to insinuate that my hon. colleague, 
the Secretary for Public Lands, merely talked for 
that purpose. 

Mr. McDoNALD: You were asleep; you do 
not know what he was talking about. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I heard all he 
said, and all that the hon. member said, and 
certainly the address of the hon. member was 
not nearly so interesting as that which fell from 
the Minister he criticised. I cannot help saying 
that it is a curious fact--

Mr. MoDoNALD: Look at the time. 
The HO:\IE SECRETARY: I am aware of 

the time, and I am not going to occupy the 
House long; but the interjections of the hon. 
member will not induce me to sit down any 
sooner. As I was saying, it is a curious fact that 
whenever anyone rises on private members' 
day to criticise a question in a manner which is 
not strictly in accordance with the views of hon. 
members opposite, they at once accuse him of 
speaking for the purpose of wasting time. lt is 
about time we had a stop put to that. It is 
another illustmtion of the absolute intolerance 
of hon. members opposite to anything that does 
not fall in with their view, and it shows what 
they would do if they had an opportunity of 
ruling this country. 

Mr. KmsTON ; It could not be worse ruled 
than it is by the present Government. 
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The HOME SECRETARY: When the other 
side come into power the people will have an 
opportunity of seeing how utterly badly the 
country can be governed. As I said, I do not 
want to waste time. 

1Ir. MoDONALD : You are wasting it now. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I am privileged 

to reply to the insulting remarks the hon. 
member for Flinders addressed to the Secretary 
for Publiu Lands, and it is his interjections that 
are delaying me in my speech. The hon. member 
twitted the Sem·etaty for Public Lands with 
having delivered a lot~g essay \dth nothing in it, 
and which was altogether beside the question, 
a_nd that it was done for the purpose of wasting 
trme. In my opinion it was a highly interesting 
speech, and I am sorry I am not in a position to 
deliver an equally interesting one. But them 
are one or two points in connection with the 
question to which I desire to call attention. 
It is a fact that much has been done with 
r~gard to educ,,tion generally in the colony 
smce U.e hon. gentleman tabled his motion 
on the previous occasion; and a! though per­
haps it does not bear directly on the pomt 
th,e h;m. met;lbe_r for Balonne wishes to make, 
strll 1t does mdrrectly. The Government now 
contribute four-fifths instr"ad of one-half to pro­
visional schools in outlying districts. I myself, 
in my own constitumicy, have had a striking 
illustration presented to me of the great benefit 
w~ich tho.t has already conferred upon strug­
glmg selectors in the outlying districts. I do 
not say it i" so far-reaching in its effects as the 
hon. member would, perhaps, desire, but that it 
has had a distinctly beneficial effect I do not 
hesitate to say. There is one phase of the 
question which has not, perhaps, been so fully 
realised by the hon. member, as I have had an 
opportunity of realising myself, that is with 
reference to half-time schools. I will give a 
concrete instance. In an outlying portim• of my 
c.mstituency there were two families. In fact, 
there are rather more ; there were two selectors' 
homesteads, and there were more children than 
those of the selectors, because there were one or 
two who were the children of a man who was 
employe<l by the selector himself. At all events, 
between these two centres they were able to make 
up twelve children. They were a considerable 
distance apart, and of course it was impossible 
to get a provisional school. What was done was 
this : A compet<mt young lady was chosen by 
the department., she was s<ent to these places, 
and the hali-time school was established. She 
taught week and week about at these two 
selectors' houses. And they had this advantage, 
that owing to what we somewhat erroneously 
term "our s:rstem of free education ''-because 
we all pay for it-there was no objection to this 
young lady t<oaching music and singing out­
side of school hours. That was a matter 
of arrangement between themselves, because 
music cannot be taught in the school hours, it is 
not in the curriculum. This went on for some 
time, with very satisfactory re1mlts, and all that 
was necessary to be done was that e01ch selector 
should provide for the teacher some means of 
locomotion at the end of the week, from his 
house to the house of the other selector, which 
was some considerable distance away-whether 
by riding or driving-and that worked un­
commonly well. But in course of time this 
happened: Other selectors with children came 
and intervened, and an application was made by 
them for a provisional school, and it ~o 
happened that the teacher had left for some 
reason that I am not aware of-but I know 
there was no complaint against her-at any 
rate she bud left during the time the 
application was made, and these two selectors 
were notified that the half-time school must 

cease and they would have to throw in their lot 
with the provisional school and send their chil­
dren to it, although it was some considerable 
distance away-midway between the two selec­
tions. And they were compelled to throw in 
their lot with the proposed provioional school. 
There was a desire-and it was only a natural 
desire-on the part of these two selectors not to 
do so, because they felt that they had greater 
advantages under the half-time school system 
when the teacher was domiciled in their re­
sprcti ve homes. 'rhey con.sidered they had 
greater advantages under that system than 
un<ler the system which would compel their 
children to travel a considerable di.tance every 
morning to attend the provisional school. The 
department naturally took the view-and I think 
very properly--that these two selectors should 
throw in their lot with the provisional school. 
The disinclination on the part of these two 
selectors to do this indicates a rather dangerous 
tendency which the proposition of the hon. 
member for Balonne has-a tendency to limit 
the number of schools. Of course it will be 
to the interests of those people to endeavour 
to continue the advantages of the isolated 
system which they have, and not to throw in 
their lot with the provisional schools that may 
be established. 

Mr. LEAHY : That is not in the motion. 
The HO:>.IE SECRETARY : I am referring 

to the speech of the hon. member for Balonne. 
Perhaps the hon. member for Bulloo was not in 
the Chamber when that speech was delivered. 
I was ope-,king on what the hon. member for 
Balonne brought forward in support of his 
seheme. 

Mr. KERR : The department could step in. 
TheHO:YIE SECltETARY: Yes; that is so. 

I believe there will be a certain amount of 
danger under the present system, the moment 
you begin to give rewards in the shape of pay­
ment by results alone. In the case I refer to 
the only test there was, was that the children 
should be of school age in order to attend 
the half-time school. In that case the selec­
tors were not so far apart that it was impos­
sible for the children to be driven five or six 
miles to an established provisional school. But 
still that was a considerable tax upon them, 
But in the case of half-time schools it is not 
too much for a teacher-male or female-to be 
driven fifty or sixty miles at the end of a 
week, as long as the conveyance is convenient 
and comfortable. The system seems to me to 
be capable of being largely availed of, and I think 
there is ample provision for placing the ad van­
tages under the present system within the reach 
of children who are located in the sparsely settled 
districts of the colony. If it is desired to make 
the advantages more extensive, it can easily 
be done, with great advantage and at no 
great increa,sed cost, by reducing the number 
of children required to establish a half­
time school. In ·the case I refer to 
the required number was twelve, but under 
exceptional circumstances it might be possible to 
reduce the number to eight-four in each family, 
which is 25 per cent. less than the average of 
families. Under these circumstances, I hold 
that the present system should be continued 
with tenacity, and that it will serve the out­
lying districts in every way. I do not think the 
people take advantage of the present half-time 
system to the extent they should. That is all I 
have to say on this matter, but I do believe that 
a further reduction of the numbers with respect 
to half-time schools would be preferable to what 
the hon. member has foreshadowed in his speech. 

Mr. LEAHY: Are you going to divide on this 
question? 
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The HOME SECHETARY: I trust I shall 
not be accused of wasting time. I have not been 
able to do the same justice to the matter as the 
Secretary for Lands has done; but as I represent 
a constituency very approximate to that re­
presented by the hon. member for Balonne, I 
cannot he accused of wasting time, and I think 
I was justified in saying what I have said. 

Mr. LEAHY (Bulloo): I would have liked to 
have spoken on this question had I been earlier 
in the Chamber. I do not intend to discuss the 
matter except to say that I should like the 
motion to be carried in such a form that it would 
have some practical effect. 'l'his motion does 
not commit Parliament or the country to 
anything. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Either this scheme or 
the one I sug-gested could be adopted. 

Mr. LEAHY: But neither scheme is in the 
resolution now before the House. 

The SECRETARY l'Ol\ PUBLIC LANDS : The 
passing of this motion would simply be the 
expl·ession of a pious opinion. 

Mr. LEAHY : Exactly ; it is not nearly so 
po'Yerfnl as a deliberate expression of opinion 
delivered by the House on a concrete motinn, 
There is no doubt that some definite scheme for 
the education of the bush children is badly 
wanted, and what we have to consider is how 
we can arrive at the best results in the lf<rst 
expensive manner. I admit that the Govern­
ment have been fairly liberal in the establish­
ment of provision:tl schools, and then there is 
the alternate-week system mentioned by the 
Home Secretary. 

The HOlln; SECRETARY: That Ius befm in 
existence all along. 

_Mr. LEAHY: Yes; but it might be extended 
With advantage, although I do not think it would 
entirely meet the case as put forward by the hon. 
m<;mber for Balonne. Under it a great many 
chrldren would still be half their time without 
any education at all. Now, the people living in 
the bush are the pioneers of the country; they 
are some of the be>ot people we have, and are 
entitled to as much consideration as any other 
class. Indeed, in my opinion, thev are entitled 
to more, because the children of these people 
have to start life at a very early age- perhaps 
twelve or fourteen--anrl are only sent to school 
for t\''0 or three years altogether. I think when 
that is the case, they are certainly entitled to 
spend the whole of those few years at school, 
although the half-time systRm would be infinitely 
better than not providing them with any educa­
tion at all. 

The HOl\IE SECRETARY: It works very well. 
They get a great deal more th"'n half the educa­
tion they would get at a full-time school. 

Mr. Ll~AHY: Yes, I believe they do. I am 
at all events entirely in accord with the hon. 
member for Balonne, that the system to be of any 
use must be stretched a great deal further than 
anything we have in forcA at the vresent time. 

Mr. STORY, in reply~ said : I wished very 
much to have the debate adjourned because 
there are some members on the other side who 
have a very intimate knowledge of the hush and 
its requirements who, I am sure, would wish to 
speak. 

Mr. FISHER : I will move the adjournment 
for you. 

Mr. STOHY: If I thought that any other 
member present de'<ired to spenk I should be 
only too glad to sit down, I consider that we 
have had a most interesting and valuable dis­
cussion this afternoon, The speech of the Secre­
tary for Public Lands was very instructive 
because it was quite necessary that we should 
see the objections as well as the advantages of 
such a system as I propose. Between dis­
cussing the two I am absolutely sure we shall 

arrive at some method which will be satisfactory 
to all parties-either that proposed by myself or 
some of the other schemes that have been 
suggested, 

Mr. LEAHY: It does not matter whose it is 
if we can gPt it. 

Mr. FlSHER (Gympie) moYed the adjourn­
ment of the debate. 

Que,tion put and pas,,ed; and the re"umption 
of the debate made an order of the day for 
Thur&day, 30th November. 

ENTERTAINMENT OF VISI'l'ORS. 
Mr. LE SIN A ( Cle,·mont), in moving-
That there be laid upon the table of the House a fnll 

and detailed account of the varions disbnr:-;cments 
connected with the entertainment of visitors during 
the h'i'elve months commencing lst July, l89t>, and 
ending 30th June, 1899-

said : I move this motion because recently it 
was said by the Premier, in answer to "'question, 
that the amonnt on the Estimates for the enter­
tainm•mt of visitors was one of the votes which 
had already been passed, and that bst year the 
money was spent in the entertainment of the 
Admiral, certain woolbuyers who came to 
Brisbane for purely commercial and business 
reasons, "'nd l\'Ir. Lindon Bates, who came here 
as a bminess agen~ for the purpose of selling to 
the Government of Queensland certain dredges. 
I think, as the amount expended is PO large, and 
is used in the entertainment of persons who 
come here for purely bm,ine"s pnrposeo, the 
matter should be cardully watched, and the 
public informed of the various items of expendi­
ture, in order that this matter may not grow into 
a grave abuse. I do not see that any harn: can be 
done by presenting a return of this character, so 
that the House and the country may be able to 
form oome opinion as to whether the expenditure 
is justifiable or otherwise. I do not know myself 
what claim these visitors have upon the public 
funds. I do not know why Lindon Bates 
should be specially selected !:IS a fit object for 
the expenditure of public money, I do not know 
why woollmyers who come here for speDulative 
reasons, for the purpose of making money and 
building up fortunes, should be entertained at 
the expensn of the people of Queensland. I have 
been told repeatedly that there is no money avail­
able fur necessary public works in my electorate. 
In my own district we are suffet ing from" retched 
roads and from tho. dic,gracefnl state of the water 
supply and school buildings. No money can be 
found in the Treasury to expend upon these 
neces;ities, and yet Lmple funds appear to be at 
the disposal of thu Government for the purpose 
of entertaining' persons who come here to make 
fortnn<'s. I move the motion standing in my 
name. 

At 7 o'clock the House, in acem·dance 1vith 
Sessional Order, p1·oeeeded 1eith Gournmcnt 
buoiness. 

SUPPLY. 
HESUi\JPTION OF COi\DfiTTEE. 

GOVERN~IENT PRINTING. 
The HO;viE SECRETAHY (Hon. ,T. F. G. 

:B'oxton, Carnarvon) moved that £42,088 be 
granted for Government printing, etc. There 
was a large increase in the vote. The net 
increase for salaries was £1,940, and the net 
increase for contingencies £7,500, making a total 
net increase of £9,-HO. The increases to salaries 
were Government Printer £100, clerk-new 
appointment-£100, assistant computer £130, 
readers and eo on, £1,333; also a sum of £600 being 
the anticipated increase required on account of the 
re-classific~tion of officers of this department in 
accordance with the recommendations of the 



Supply. [17 NOVEMBER.] Supply. 1063 

Royal Commission. This .£600 was merely a 
rough estimate of what would be required on 
that account. Then there was an increase 
of £10 and another of £20 for two officers. 
Altogether the increases in salaries amounted to 
.£2,293, ag tinst which there was a decrease of one 
clerk, .£1fi5, transferred to the Govemment 
Advertising Bo._;,rd; engraver and electrot,ypPr, 
£188, retired; making a decrease of £353; and 
deducting that from £2,203 the net increase was 
£1,!!40. Then under the head of contingencies 
the amount voted last year was £12,000, and 
this year the amount asked for wrs £HJ,500, 
making the it;crease of £7,500 to which he had 
referred. That was made up of an incre,_se of 
£1,500 in the ataount required for e:o.tra hands 
and ov- rt.ime, the vote last y-oar being insufficient, 
and £G,OOO in the amount required for paper, 
machines, type, B.nd incii!entals, for the sa m" 
re:.son. J\1ost of those increases, it would be 
seen by tbose hon. members who had read the 
report of the Royal Commission, wera the 
result of renommendations by that commission . 

. Mr. MoDo~ALD: What about this increase to 
the Governm~nt Printer? 

The HOME SJ~CRETARY: He did not 
know that he was committing any breach of con­
fid"nce--he understood tbat it was not given 
to him in confidence by a m;,mber of the com­
mis,ion-in saying that the increase was recom­
mended for the Government PriEter, on the 
U!!d- rst.anding-posoibly a tacit understandinv, 
possibly als-') a rnisuuder,tanding, on the part ~f 
tbat member and perhaps other members of the 
comn1issi(1n-tha~ he \vould retire on receiving 
this incre-iRe of £100. That he was assured by 
one member of the commiLsion at all events, if 
not more-that he was an old public servant, 
that he had done very good work, and they 
thought-at all events his informant felt pretty 
certain-•hat l\lr. Gregory would retire upon 
this increase being pl ,ced on the Estimates. 
~"rom conversations he had had with the Go~ern­
ment Printer since then, it seemed tha•; he had 
been at cross pnrpobes-he could pllt it in no 
other vcay-with the member of the commi-sion 
who had spoken to him about the matter, L<;cauee 
lw understood from the Government Printer 
that he ha,d no intention of r-etiring. 

Mr. GL.\S:JEY : \Vhy should the Government 
Printer retire? He is a very vi:::orous man, and 
a very excellent man. 

The HOME SJ<~CRBTARY: He was a very 
excellent man, but there was no doubt that he 
was considembly at variance with the various 
members of the Eoyal Commission as to the 
methods which should be adopted in the Govern­
ment Printir>g Office, As a matter of fact, as 
matters stood this increotse was no increaee 
at all except in name, because it would be 
remembered that the Government Printer 
occupied a house which under last year's 
Estimates was valued at £100 a year, but which 
he had to vacate about the bE·b·inuing of July 
last in order that it might be removed bect1nse 
it occupied a portion of the site of the new Lands 
Office. 

Mr. MoDo~ALD: It makes a difference in his 
retiring allowanc---? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Exact.ly; and 
presumably the id<-a of the member of the com­
mission who mentioned the matter to him was 
that it would he an inducement to Mr. Gregnry 
to retire. But the members of the commission 
seemed to have altogether overlooked tbe fact 
that he would have to draw the increased salary 
for tbree years to receive the full benefit of it in 
his retiring allowance. So far as his emoluments 
were concerned, Mr. Gregory had represent<od to 
him that it was rather a loss to him to receive 
the additional £100 a year in lieu of his late 
rEsidence, inasmuch as he was now occupying a 

house of his own for which he had previously 
received a considerable rental. He did not 
know whethPr it ><as the whole £100, but there 
were other incidentals connected with it which 
brought the lm-< of the house up to more than tbe 
£100 increase in salary. He should be very glad 
to give any further information, as he had merely 
given a summary of the various facts, and, so far 
as he had been able to gauge them, the reasons of 
the commiseion for recommending tbem. 

Mr. DA\VSON (Cha1·ters Tou·ers) thought 
they should have fuller information than the 
ban. gentleman had given tbem about the pro­
posed increase to the Government Printer. If 
he understood the hon. gentleman correctly, he 
baid the~,, tbe increQse was recommended by the 
Printing Commission on the understanding that 
Mr. Gregory would retire. 

The HoME SECRETARY: That was the statement 
one member of the commission made to me. 
He made that statement bdore I had actually 
seen tbe report. 

Mr. DA WSON: "What they wanted to know 
was what the hon. gentleman was prepared to 
do, as head of tbe department ? It was not a 
matter of the opinion of any individual member 
of the commission. \V as the hon. gentleman 
recommending this increa'e of salary as a wise 
thing from the departmental point of view? 
Tbe point W<-LS in reference to the retiring 
allow,nce. In the first place, the hon. gentle­
man said that it was recommended by one mem­
ber of the commission. 

Mr. STEPHE;<;SON : It was the unanimous 
recommendation of the commission. 

Mr. S}IITH : It is in the report of the com­
rni~sion. 

Mr. DA \VSON: Then it was unanimously 
recommended by tbe c<nnmi>sion that Mr. 
Grc-P,'ory ,.hould receive tbis increase, and the 
Home Secretary acr''-pted that recommendation 
-for wbat reason? In o;·der that Mr. Gregory's 
retiring allownnce might be l3:rger. 

'fhe Ho1m SECRETARY : I dtd not say so. 
Mr. DA WSON : The fact remained tbat the 

retiring allowance would be larger owing to that 
increase in salary. Before they were called 
upon to pa,g a votP, they should be given all the 
information in the possession of the Minister, 
and, as far as they could glean them, the motives 
that operated with J.im when he proposed to 
i11crease a s~tlary. Another point was that the 
hon. gentleman said that the Government 
Printer was at variance witb the other officers 
of the department. 

The HoME SECRETARY: No, you are not fair. 
Mr. STEI'HENSON : At variance with the 

com1nission. 
Mr. DA WSON: \Veil, with the commission. 

\Vhut did the hon. gentleman mean by that? 
Did he mean that the present Government 
Printer was not a competent man? If he meant 
that, it was no reason why his salary should be 
increu>ed and he should be allowed to retire ou 
an increa-ed salary. If, on the other hand, he 
was a competent man, then the recommendation 
of the cornmisoion against him should not 
operate at all, and he should be entitled to hold 
bis position. They were entitled to more infor­
mation as to the reasons for the increase. 
* 'fhe HOiYlE SECRETARY: Other hon. 
members appeared to have gathered the purport 
of what he srtid, but, unfortunately, the hon. 
member for Charters Towers did not. To deal 
with the two points raised by the hon. member, 
he did not say at all that the increase was put on 
the Estimates by the Government for the purpose 
of ohtainit:g the retirement of ~lr. Gregory: .He 
merely saii! that one member of the commiSsion, 
before he saw the report, though it was in the 
hani!s of the Premier, said that the reason for tl'e 
commission recommending that increase was, from 
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his point of view, not from his (Mr. Foxton's), for 
the purpose of increasing that ufficcr's retiring 
allowance, and so inducing him to retire. 

Mr. DAWSON: Have you accepted that view? 
The HOME SECRE'rARY: He would tell 

the hon. member-he had already told him once. 
He said that he did not know whether that was 
the motive which actuated other members of the 
commission. He only knew that that was the 
motive of the member of the commission who 
informed him. 

Mr. McDoNALD : They were unanimous, 
according to the report. 

The HOJ.\IE SECRETARY: They were 
unanimous in their recommendation, but he did 
not know whether they were unanimous in the 
reasons which actuated them in making the 
recommendation. The other point the hon. 
member ende tvoured to make at his expense was 
that the Government apparently were not 
satisfied with Mr. Gregory, because he was at 
variance-not with the employees of the depart­
ment, as stated by the hon. member, but 
with the commission-upon the methods to be 
adopted in the administr"tion of the depart­
ment. He was at variance with them upon 
some points--he did not say upon all; but 
it was patent to him that Mr. Gregory was at 
variance with them. He was not prepared to 
say who was right, but he did know that 
a commission was appointed, having upon 
it four gentlemen who were recognised as experts, 
and three members of that committee who were 
also more or less experts. They made certain 
recommendations, and the Government felt­
whatever their individual opinions might be­
that, as they were not experts themselves, they 
ought to pay great deference to the rec,Jmmenda­
tions of such a commission. If the hon. member 
for Charters Towers would read clause 17 of the 
report he would find it was to this effect-

We are of opinion, from the evidence and informa~ 
tion available, and in view of the continued expansion 
of the department genemlly, that the methods of man­
agement obtaining in the Government Printing Oflice 
require modernising. 1Yhen, therefore, the present 
Government Printer retires, as in course o! time he 
must, we recommend that he be suceeedccl by an officer 
to be secured by public advertisement, \\,.hose fitness fo; 
the position should be adjudicated upon by a special 
board of experts to be appointed for that purpose. 
Meantime, we recommend that Mr. Gregory's salary be 
raised to £600 per annum. 
He expressed no opinion whatever as to whether 
Mr. Gregory's methods were antiquated or not. 
He was not an expert, and he was not compbtent 
to give an opinion on the point. All he knew 
was that the commission, which consisted of 
experts, were of opinion that the methods 
wanted modernising. They spoke in this clause 
of their report of the possibility-and, if one 
read between the lines, of the probability-of 
Mr. G:r:egory retiring, and they were apparently 
of opmwn that a really good man could not be 
got to take his place for less than .£600 a year. 

Mr. STEPHEXSON : Hear, he,tr ! 
The HOYlE SECRETARY: That was the 

way he viewed it ; and in view of all the circnm­
stal_lc,es-that Mr .. Gregory had occupied the 
poBitwn for a long time, and that he was receiv­
ing a salary of £500 a year, which was consi:ler­
ably less than his predecessor--

Mr. McDoNALD : .£700. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Recommended 

that he should at once receive £600a year. In 
consequence of that, and also in consequence of 
the fact that he had been deprived of a residence 
which was valued at .£100 a year, the Govern­
ment considered the least they could do was to 
follow the recommendation of the commission as 
to his salary. In fact, it was merely making up 
to him what he had lost though in a different 
way, It would have been possible to have made 

his salary .£500 a year, and to have given him an 
allowance of £100 a year in lieu of quarters, 
which would have been an exact equivalent to 
what he had received previou8ly; but in view of 
the recommendation with regard to him, and 
having regard to the informatiou he (the Home 
Secretary) had received at the hands of one of 
the members of the commission, the Government 
thought the proper way out of the difficulty was 
to increase his salary to £600 a year. In no way 
was there intended to be a reflection on Mr. 
Gregory in the slightest degree. His methods 
might or might not be out of date; but he had 
undoubtedly worked a very important depart­
ment up till the present, as far as he was aware, 
in a vary admirable manner. 

Mr. STEPHENSON : Hear, hear ! 
The HOME SECRETARY: Most people 

would admit that. He had great difficulties, 
and whoever took the posiLion would have great 
difficulties, and find it a very difficult depart­
ment to work. Some of the recommendations of 
the conunission the Government could not see their 
way to follow; but this was one thc.t they could 
follow-giving 11r. Gregory an increased salc.ry 
for the purposes of pension, which was clearly 
the intention of the commission. 

Mr. DA vVSON: It had required two speeches 
for hon. m em hers to discover tl.at this increase 
was proposed for the purpose of pension. If a 
man when in active work was only worth .£300 
a year and then was found to be incompetent­
as apparently Mr. Gregory had been by the 
commission-it was perfectly absurd to increase. 
his salary to £(j00 a year for the purpose of 
increasing his retiring allowance, and he objected 
to it. If Mr. Gregory was not going to retire 
and was fit and competent to carry out the work, 
let him go on under the old Tr'gime; but it 
appeared, from what the hon. gentleman had 
said, that he was not fit for his position, and the 
commission wanted him to retire. They told 
him in as polite a manner as they could that he 
was to go out; but before he went out his salary 
must be increased by .£100 a year in order that 
his retiring allowance might be increased. 

The PHEMIER: That is not so. 
Mr. DA WSON: He took down what the hon. 

gentleman said, and he distinctly said the 
increase was for the purpose of pension. 

The PREMIER : He did not say anything of the 
sort. 

The HoME SECRETARY: I oaid it was appar­
ently the intention of clause 17 of the report. 
That is what I said. 

Mr. DA WSON : Tbe hon. gentleman told 
them what he heard from a member of the 
commissson. No member of the commission 
had any more right to make private statements 
to the hon. gentleman in a friendly way-pro­
bably over a glass of beer-than another. 

The HOME SECRETARY : You call that fair 
criticism, do you? 

Mr. DA WSON: What right had the hon. 
gentleman to take information from any one 
member of that commission? But if he had tbe 
right, he had no right to come there and give 
that information. 

The HOME SECRETAHY: I have every right. 
:Mr. DA WSON: As administrator of the 

department he was only entitled to tell them 
what the whole commission or a majority of the 
members of the commission thought, not what 
one member had told him privately. 

The H01!E SECRETARY: You have the report. 
Mr. DA \VSON: If the hon. gentleman thought 

so much of thr,t individual mtmber's O!'inion he 
ought to tell them who that gentleman was. 

The HoME SECRETARY: I have no objection. 
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Mr. DA \VSON: It appeared to him that the 
commisaion found that the department was 
carried on in such a manner as was not satisfac­
tory, or,)n other words, expressed the opinion 
that the present head should be sacked. There 
could be no get aw"y from that position, hut 
before he was sacked it was proposed that he 

should get an increaee of £100 a 
[7'30 p.m.] year in hi~ salary, so that he might 

draw a larg-er retiring allowance. 
The HOME SECRI<;TARY: 'fhe hon. mem­

ber said that he was giving the opinion of one 
member of the commission, whom he had allowed 
to override all the others. If the hon. member 
wanted to know what was the opinion of the 
whole of the comm1s:o<ion, he had only to turn 
to the report, which was a unanimous report. 
What he (the Home Secretary) had otated to 
the Committee was the opinion of one member 
of the commission as tu the reason w hi eh 
prompted the recommendation in th~ report, 
and that reason was not given in the report. He 
could have suppressed that opinion, but his de­
sire was to give the Committee information, and 
when he did that the hon. member railed at him 
for doing so, and said he had no right to repeat 
here what had been told him by one individual 
member of the commission. That was a matter 
which rested entirely between that member of the 
commission and himself, and, as he had already 
said, he did not think he was committing any 
breach of confidence in the matter. He had n0 
hesitation in giving the gentleman's name, and 
he was sure that if the gentleman were preBent 
he would have no objection to his doing so. It 
was the hon. member for Drayton and Too­
woomba, lYir. Groom. Perhaps the hon. member 
would be sati"fied now. 

The PREMIER : A great deal of warmth had 
been introduced into the debate, which did not 
tend to direct their attention to the point at 
issue, but rather to obscure it. Apart entirely 
from the recommendation of the Printing Corn­
mission, he considered that Mr. Gregory, for the 
excellent service he had rendered to the State, 
and for the excellent manner in which he had 
conducted the printing office, deserved the pro­
posed increase in his salary. He (the Premier) 
had the conduct of that Estimate last session, 
and he had then before him an application from 
1Ir. Gregory for an increased emolument, which 
he deserved, entirely apart from whatever 
arrangements might be made in the future, but 
he was reluctantly compelled not to accept the 
application for this reason, among otherh : that a 
commission was about to be appointed to inquire 
into the working of the Government Printing 
Office. Had it not been for that, he should 
have had much pleasure in advocating the 
increase last session, for as an old officer, and 
one who had conducted the printing arrange­
ments of the public service of the colony, Mr. 
Gregory was deserving of an accession to his 
salary. And if the Committee were generous 
to vote that increa,e, he hoped .Mr. Gregory 
would long enjoy the accession to his salary. 
He did not know what arrangements would be 
made in the fnture; hut, of course, lYir. Gregory, 
like themsel ve•, was advancing in years, and 
would retire in the course of time. It was 
rather ungenerous on the part of the leader of 
the Labour Opposition to interpret the words of 
his colleague, the Home Secretary, as meaning 
that the increase was merely granted with the 
view of increasing Mr. Gregory's retiring allow­
ance. 

.Mr. DAWSON: Your colleague said that himself. 
The PREMil<~R: He did not understand him 

in that light; but, even if the increase had that 
effect, he did not think anybody would begrudge 
Mr. Gregory the substantial gdvantage he would 
derive thcrefrom. 

HoN. G. THORN (Fassijern) was astonished 
at the leader of the Opposition cavilling over 
that vote for if there was one old and valued 
officer in' the public service who deserved an 
increase, thttt good old servant was the Govern­
ment Printer, who had worked his way from a 
very humble position in the service to the top of 
the tree. Even with the proposed increase, his 
salary would not be equal to that of his prede­
cessor ; and, as a matter of fact, it was not 
really an increase at all. 

Mr. G LASSEY: There is no increase in reality; 
but the objection is to the retiring allowance. 

HoN. G. THORN : He only wished that Mr. 
G regory had a larger retiring allowance. 1')1e 
position that gentleman held was a confidential 
one, mOte confidential, in fact, than that of the 
Clerk of the Executive Council. Besides that he 
miaht remind hon. members that last year Mr. 
Gr~gory might have gone to New South Wales, 
where the salary was about £1,000 a year, or, at 
any rate, considerably more than was paid to the 
Government Printer in this colony, but rather 
than give up his position here and leave Queens­
land in the lurch he determined to remain where 
he was. If he had his way he would give Mr. 
Gregory a real increase, which he was not get­
ting now. 

Mr. CO\VLEY (Herbert): Hon. members were 
aware that "Votes and Proceedings" formed a 
great number of very cumberilome volumes. All 
the work of the Assembly, including all the papers 
laid on the table, were printed in the Assembly 
volumes, and the Legislative Council did exactly 
the same thing, and the papers again appeared in 
their volumes ; so that it was a very costly work 
printing "Votes and Proceeding,"' for the two 
Houses. Last yrar Mr. Gregory had made a 
recommendation to the Printing Committee, that 
there should be a different arrangement alto­
gAther, and his proposal, he estimated, would 
effect a '" ving of from .£80 to £120 a year. ~he 
Printing Committee gifted the whole questiOn 
thoroughly, and were very pleased with the sug­
gestion, and adopted it. Mr. Gregory had 
always shown a very great interest in keeping 
down the expenditure upon printing, and that 
one change he had recommended would result in 
a perpetual saving of at least £100 a year. He 
thought that should stand to Mr. Gregory's 
credit when they were discussing the vote that 
evening. 

Mr. DA \VSON: The last two members who 
had addre,sed the Committee apparently mis­
understood the discussion. It was not a q ues­
tion as to whether Mr. Gregory had done good 
or bad work. He was prepared to accept the 
statement of the hon. member for Herbert, the 
Premier, and others that Mr. Gregory was a 
first-class man, that he was competent to do his 
work, and had done it well in the past, but it 
was proposed hy the Government that he should 
be shunted. 

The HoME SECRETARY: No, no. Not at all. 
Mr. DA WSON : On the recommendation of 

the Printing Commission, according to what the 
Home Secretary had stated to the Committee. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: No, you have no 
authority for that at all. 

Mr. DA \VSON: Mr. Gregory, competent 
though he was, and who did not want to retire, 
was to be retired on the recommendation of the 
Printing Office Commission. 

The Hmm SECRET.\RY: You have no authority 
for saying that at all. 

Mr. DA WSON: He was to be retired, but 
before he retired his salary was to be increased 
by £100 that he might draw a larger retiring 
ailowance. That was the point they had been 
discussing since the vote had been proposed, and 
not Mr. Gregory's capacity to perform his 
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duties. That question had never been raised at 
all. If he was fit to carry on his duties, he 
should be permitted to remain in his position--

Mr. GL.\SSEY: And get £100 a ye.cr in lieu of 
his house, but--

Mr. DA WSON: Quite so; but he should not 
get £100 :> year added to his s>tlary in order that 
he might. draw a larger retiring allowance. 

The HOi11E SECRETARY: That was not the 
intention of the GoYernment at all. 

J\IIr. DA WSON: Then what had the hon. 
gentleman said so for? 

The HOME SJWRETAHY: I did not say that at all. 
J\IIr. DA WSON: He would not niind appeal­

ing to the shorthand writer.~ about the matter. 
Otherwise he would not have objeeted at all. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: I will tell you again 
what I srrid. 

J\IIr. DA WSON: If the hon. g,cntleman liked 
to back down from his first position it was an 
right. 

The 'Hmm SECRETARY: I am no~ backing 
down a bit. Everybody else understands it, I 
believe. 

The PREMIER: Certainly. 
Mr. DA WSON supposed the Premier did 

naturally. But the Home Secretary had referred 
them to clause 17 of the commission's report, and 
that was a distinct recommendation that Mr. 
Gregory should retire. 

The HOME SECRETARY : That is what I was 
referring to, and not to my own opinion at all. 

Mr. D A WSON: Then the h,m, gentleman 
had elaoorated that by referring to information 
he had obtained from a member of the com· 
mission, whose name he had been asked to 
mention, but whose name he had not divulged 
up to date. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes, I did. ·what is 
the matter with the hon. member? 

Mr. DA WSON: Oh yes, the hon. gentleman 
had said it was Mr. Groom. The hon. gentle­
man said that that hon. member, speaking on 
behalf of the commissir,n, had explained that 
the recommendation in clause 17 W;'S that Mr. 
Gregory shonld be retired, thongh out of polite­
ness and kindly feeling what they actually said 
was that the department mnst be modernised. 
According to them Mr. Gregory was not the 
right man in the right place and should be 
retired, bnt he "hould receive some compensation 
by having hh salary increased just before he 
retired that he might be able to draw a larger 
retiring allov. :mce. If !Hr. Gregory was com­
petent he had a right to remain in his present 
position, and ought not to be forced to retire 
on the ad ver>·e report of the commission or the 
ad verse opinion of the head of the department, 
and his remuneration should remain as it was 
before. And if he was not fit for his present 
position he should be discharged, but his salary 
should not be increaserl. that he might draw a 
larger retiring allowance. It was a pernicious 
system to provide that if a man waf' going to 
retire from a public position his salary was to be 
increased just before he did retire, that he might 
draw a larger retiring allowance. He certainly 
for one objected to that. 

The PHEMIER: Nobody said that. 
" 'l'he HOJ\IIE S.ECRETAl~Y ;aid again that 
the Government did not deoire that Mr. Gregory 
should retire. So far as they knew he was per­
forming his work well, but the commission 
thought his methods could be modernised. Per­
haps J\IIr. Gregory himself could modernise 
them. That was quite pos,ible. He had not 
for a moment said that it was the intention of 
the Government that J\IIr. Gregory should retire, 
or that the increase was proposed to induce him 
to retirf. He had merely quoted clause 17 
of the commission's report and the conversation 
he had had with the hon. member forToowoomba 

to indicate the reasons which prompted the com­
mission in that respect. Now he was prepared 
to go a little further and say that if he had not 
understood that Mr. Gregory did intend to retire 
he would have been prepared to recommend to the 
Committee, not only that he should get the in­
crease recommended by the commission, but an ad­
ditional amount to cover the loss of his house. 'fhe 
commission recommended that he should get 
£GOO a year-that was to say, that the Govern­
ment Printer of the colony for the time being, 
whoever he was, should get £GOO a year, and he 
entirely concurred in that, as he considered the 
position one of great responsibility, but if he h.td 
understood that Mr. Gregory intended to con­
tinue in the service he should have asked the 
Committee to endorse the recommendation of the 
c 1mmission on the understanding that he should 
still retain free quarters, and failing free quarters 
an equivalent in addition to the increa·,e to the 
salary. 

J\IIr. DAWSON: What is the phin reading of 
clause 17 of the report? 

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem­
ber must draw his own conclusion as everyone 
else must. 

Mr. O'CONNELL: The chairman of the com­
misdon will tell you. 

Mr. STJCPHENSON: You will not give him a show. 
The HO:YI.E SECltE'fARY: The hun. mem­

ber for Ipswich would inform the hon. member 
fully. All he could say was that the Government 
did not identify thernsd ves with the views of the 
commis ,ion, i£ the vir ws he had gathered in the 
w:ty he had mentioned were the views of the 
com1ni~sion. 
'' .:\Jr. STEPHENSO:N (Ipswich) had been wait­
ing some time fnr an opportunity to give the 
Committee the information which the hlm. me>m­
ber for Charters Towers WfiS anxions to obtain 
with regard to the interpretation of clame 17 of 
the commi<sion's report. The m•·:mber of the 
commission, l\1r. Groom, who gave the Home 
Secretary the inform~tion was strictly correct, 
and the whule of the other members of the com­
mission were unanimous on the point. The 
commi,sion had a very high opinion of Mr. 
Gregory. They believed he had performed his 
duties in the past admirabiy, but there was no 
denying the fact that Mr. Gregory did not take 
kindly to the idea of modernising the imtitution. 
The cornmic,sion believed that it could be mnch 
better and much more satisfactorily worked, 
although it had been well worked in the past. 
Mr. Gregory was not in accord with the views of 
the comn-,ission on that point. Naturally the 
commission were reluctant to say that Mr. 
Gregory ought to he at once retired ; but in his 
own evidence, as hon. members would perceive, 
J\IIr. Gregory referred to the possibility of his 
retirement from the position at no distant date, 
and the commission took precisely the r-ame view 
of the question. They felt that ·under ordinary 
circumstances Nir. Gregory would have to retire 
before very long, and they suggested means by 
which that position should then bP filled, and in 
order to show their appreciation of the good work 
he had done in the past, and was otill doing-, they 
made the recommendation referred to. But the 
Government had done neither one thing nor the 
other in connection with that recommend:ttion. 
They ought to have either a~cepted it or rejected 
it. He could not understand, from the speech of 
the Home Secretary, whether the Government 
approved. of the recommendation or not. Cer­
tainly an increase of £100 appeared on the 
Estimates, but the hon. gentleman told them that 
the extra £100 was being given to him in lieu of 
the residence he had been occupying up to within 
the last few months. The Government ought to 
have said they proposed to increase the Govern­
ment Printer's salary by £100 a year, or they 
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ought to have declined to accept the recom­
mendation of the commis,ion, let t.he salary 
remain as it was before, and give him .£100 a 
year to compensate him for loss of residenre. It 
might be contended that clame 17 in the nport 
of the commission did more credit to their hearts 
than to their heads, but thE'y did not want to do 
1.nything that could be construed into being 
in any way harsh to"ards a public servant who 
had given such complet~ satisfftction to the State 
in the past. They felt-and they felt it more 
f,rcihly after the sectional committee had 
visited the Government Printing Office in 
Sydney-that the hest results were not being 
obtained here, and they made a number of 
recommendations which would modernise the 
institut.ion. JYir. Gregory was more er k;s 
antagonistic to those recommendationc, while the 
commission were nnanhnously of opinion that 
theie ideas ought to he given effect to, and that 
some gentleman, who was more likely to fall in 
with the wishes of the c >mmission, should be 
appointed, rather ttan that Mr. Gregory should 
have the carrying ont, or the blocking, of the 
recommendations. One point on which Mr. 
Gregory was at variance with the commission 
was as to obtaining linotype machines. No 
doubt there had been a good deal of objection in 
the past to the obtaining of those mrwhine~. It 
was thought that ,ome few men would be 
deprived of their oc<·upation hy the intro­
duction of them; and Mr. Gregory, while 
admitting tho,t a certain amount of sttving would 
be effected by their intr•Jduction, said the saving 
would be only apparent and not rt' d, inasmueh 
as hi< opinion was that for near:y six months out 
of every twelve the machines would be lying 
idle, and would deteriorate in consequence. 
That was not found to be so in other offices 
where they were employed, and all the informa­
tion the cJmmission could gathm·, both here rmd 
in New South \Vales, wrcs entirely at variance 
with the opinion of :Mr. Gregory on that voint. 
Mr. Gregory's contention was thttt the system 
of conducting the Government Printing Office in 
Brishane was everything thttt was admirable, 
and that it was h '•rdly ponible to improve 
upon it. The commission, however, on the ocn. 
sion of their official t·isit, had not been in the 
institution half-an-hour before thty saw innumer­
able directions in which savings could lw effected, 
and the office worked mnch more s.otisfactorily. 
Very naturally, 1L·. Gregory, seeing that he 
had grown up with the institution, and knew 
what it was capable of doing, would be antag­
onistic to any proposals to mr.l,e any alteration 
in the system of wcrking ; but the members nf 
the commission, who, with one exception, were 
directly connected with the printing businer,,, 
had no hesitation in making recommendations 
which, in their opinion, would modernise the 
office by intro<lncing more up-to-date appli­
arwes. As lVtr. Gregory did not agree with the 
commission in that, they felt cunstrained to 
give him a gentle hint that it would he no harm 
if he retired. J\leanwhile they recommended, 
in recognition of the good work he hctd done in 
the pa,t, that his salary should be increased by 
.£100 a year, no doubt with the view, as the 
Home Secretary said, that he should benefit 
eventually when his r''tirement came about. The 
idea of the commission was not that that 
retirement should take place immediately, but 
wit.hin, say, a couple of ye trs or S(}, He ho.ped he 
had made the intention of the commission clear. 
He wished to show that the Home Secretary 

was qnite right, and undoubtedly 
[8 p.m.] the h<m. member at the head of 

the Labour Opposition had mis­
understood that hon. gentleman. He said the 
hon. gentleman had not fallen in with the views 
of the commission, and the Home Secretary was 

endeftvouring to show that he was giving the 
views of the commission, and not his own, with 
regard to the possibility of the retirement of 
Mr. Gregory. He was pleased to see that the 
Government had adopted the recommendation 
of the commission that the hands in the institu­
tion should be gr ,ded. This plan had been 
adopted in Ne,-v South \Vaies, and it had worked, 
not only scctisfactorily to the Government 
Printer, who was a very capable man, but it 
had <clso worked very satisfactorily to those 
occupying sllbordinate positions there. 'fhe 
employees were far more satisfied with 
their present position and salary, than they 
were before the new order of things came 
into force; and the commission believed that 
the same sati."factory eesults would happen in 
Queensland if their recommendation in this 
respect were adopterl. He was pleased to know 
that a scheme would shortly be submitted by some 
gentlemen wlw~were mernbers of thiscmnrnission 
who had been asked by the Home Secretary to 
undertake this work. and no doubt it would be 
satisfactory to the Government Printer and to 
the employees in th~ office. There was one other 
gentleman who was in this office who had in 
the opinion of the commission been very badly 
treated-,and that was Mr. Oray, the computer. 
The members of the commission recognised that 
there was no more zealous and harrl-working 
officer than Mr. Oray, and he was pleased 
to see that one portion of their recommendation 
with r<'<'ard to this officer had been given effect 
to by the appointment of an assistant computer. 
Mr. Cray was six months behind in his work, 
and while he was so undermanned as he had been 
theee was no chance of his overtaking the arrears. 
But he regretted to see that no extra remuner­
ation was proposed to be given to Mr. Oray, who 
was a man of advanced years, and an officer who 
had deone admirable service in the office for many 
yea,rs. If there was ;., man in Brisbane who 
deserved consider&tinn becRnse of his zeal and 
ability, it was the computer, Mr. Oray. If there 
was any other question which came within the 
purview of the commi;,<ion which hon. members 
would like to ask, he would be only too glad to 
furnish th<> information. He trusted he harl ex­
plained the position with regarrl to Mr. Gregory, 
as far a' the c:>mmi"sion was concerned, and why 
clause 17 had been inserted in their report. 

Mr. DA \VS0:::-.1 was perfectly sati,fied with 
the explanation given by the chairman of the 
Government Printing Office Commi"sion, and as 
far as he understood that hon. member he had 
agreed with his contention, It was a great pity 
that hon. members had to drag information out 
of Ministers ; it was a great waste of time, and 
it would be much more satisfactory if they got 
the straight blunt truth at once. He helieved 
that the hon. member fnr Ipswich h~d stated the 
truth. As a matter of fact hon. members had 
had an idea for some time as to the meaning of 
the recommendation contained in clause 17 of the 
report, and wh:v this extra remuneration for the 
Government Printer had been pnt on the Esti­
mate3, but the Minister was the responsible 
party who should have given the information 
asked for. However, he was quite satisfied with 
the explanation given by the chairman of the 
Royal Comnli:;~,,ion. 

Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South): No member 
who had re.1d the report submitted by the Royal 
Commission on this matter could come to any 
other conclusion than that come to, and 
explained by the chairman of that commission. 
While they recognised that Mr. Gregory had 
done good work--

HoNOURABLE ME}!BERR : Ht,ar, hear ! 
Mr. TURL EY : Yet they saw that he was 

opposed to any alteration in the present system, 
by which the work could be made more effective 
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in the opinion of the commission ; and therefore, 
with the object, to some extent, of inducing Mr. 
Gregory to retire, and with the object of getting 
another man in his place who would modernise 
the institution, they recommended that his 
salary should be increased by £100. That was 
the truth of the matter. Any sensible man who 
read the report carefully would see that was the 
object of the commission's recommendation. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : Did I not say so, and 
repeat a private conversation to emphasise it? 

Mr. TURLEY: But the hon. gentleman went 
further, and said that because a public officer 
was to be retired, his salary should be increased. 

The Hmm S:t<CRETARY: No. 
Mr. TURLEY: That was the natural 

intention. 
Mr. O'CONNELL: That was the commission's 

intention. 
The Hmm SECI\ETAJIY : I distip.ctly deny what 

the hon. member for South Brisbane has said. 
Mr. TURLEY : Some notice should be 

taken of the report of the commission in connec­
tion with this matter. Now, the position was 
this: At the present time there was a retired 
Government Printer drawing £347 a year, and 
before he retired it was pointed out that he was 
a most efficient person. Surely there was no 
necessity to pay a larger retiring allowance to the 
present occupant of the office! If he retired at once 
on his present salary he would be entitled to about 
£333 a year. That was about a fair thing. They 
all recognised that he had done good work, 
but that seemed quite enough to enable him 
to live decently for the rest of his days. 
The same old argument that they had heard for 
years had been trotted out that evening. ]'irst 
the Premier got up and said that he initiated 
the inquiry into the printing of!lce, and it was 
carried out by his successor. As a matter of fact 
the late m em her for Burke four years ago wanted 
to know why there should not be a Royal Com­
mission :.ppointed to inquire into the working of 
that office. 

Mr. ANNEAR: Are these things always done 
at the request of private members? 

Mr. TURLEY : At all evencs the then Home 
Secretary said he was willing to fall in with the 
suggestion, and it was on account of the request 
coming from a member on that side that the 
inquiry was started. Therefore the inquiry, 
instead of being initbted by the Premier, was 
initiated on account of a request made in the 
House. Then another old wheeze had been 
trotted out by the member for Fassifern, who 
said that last year Mr. Gregory could have gone 
toN ew South "\Vales. Fur two or three years the 
same old story had been told on the floor of the 
House. The late Home Secretary, Sir Horace 
'l'ozer, said exactly the same thing during the past 
three years, when it was suggested that the 
salary should be increased by £100. He said it was 
necessary to increase the salary of the Govern­
ment Printer, because he had had an offer from 
New South \V ales at a ~rreatly enhanced salary, 
and that if it had not been for his patriotic 
feeling or something of that sort he would have 
accepted it; yet at the same time they had a 
statement made by the C<lll1mission in their 
report that the salary should be increased with 
the object of inducing the Government Printer 
to retire, that aJJplications be then called 
by advertisement for the position, and that a 
board of experts be appointed to decide upon 
the qualifications of the applicants. They were 
evidently not satisfied with the way in which 
the office was being- worked. Th€ argument of 
the member for Herbert was that because the 
Government Printer had saved £100 or £120 a 
year his salary should be raised. Let them apply 
that all round and see where they got to. Some 

four years ago they had evidence laid before them 
that a gentleman at that time in the Government 
employ had saved the colony £90,000 per year 
through various means. Surely, therefore, it 
would have been good enough to say that that 
gentleman's salary should have been raised by 
£90,000 a year plus his ordinary salary. He did 
not see the strength of that argument. Every 
person in the employ of the Government was 
supposed to give his best services to the Govern­
ment, and if he was successful in introducing 
economies it did not follow that his salary should 
be increaseu by the amount he had been able to 
save. That would be monstrous. At that rate 
they would be paying some Civil servants 
£50,000 a year instead of the £2,000 a year 
which perhaps they were receiving. He did 
not see that there was any particular 
reason for increasing the Government Printer's 
salary at the present time, simply because 
he was about to retire-or rather, they had 
no Pvidence that he was about to retire, but they 
had been told he was at liberty to retire if 
he chose. Lee him appl} the same argument to 
the Department of J usticA. They had a gentle­
man doing the work there for £GOO a year. The 
salary had now been increased to £800. Did the 
Government propose to recompense the friends 
of the late occupant of the oflice by making up 
the difference between what he received and 
what he would have received if he had been 
appointed at the same salary as his successor? 

Mr. ANNEAR: Twenty years ago the occupant 
of that office was paid £1,000 a year. 

Mr. TURLEY : Yes, and to-day he was paid 
£800. Eight years ago the Government Printer's 
salary was £700. It was reduced, and because 
it was reduced an attempt had been made during 
several years past to increase it, and no one who 
read the report of the commission could come to 
any other conclusion than that it was possible to 
modernise that office a great deal. 

Mr. ANNEAR: I thought you were referring to 
the Crown Solicitor. 

Mr. TURLEY : The hon. gentleman was 
quite right. He was referring to him. If the 
commission recommended that the department 
should be modernised, with the result of increased 
efficiency and cc.,nomy, and if there was a 
gentleman who stood in the way--

The HoME SECRETARY : He does not. 
Mr. TURLEY : Be had the authority of the 

chairman of the commission for saying tbat Mr. 
Gregory stood in the way of this being done, 
and he must leave the Home Secretary to fight 
it out with the hon. member for Ipswich, Mr. 
Stephenson. 

The HoME SECRETARY : \V e quite agree ; you 
are all astray. 

Mr. 'rUHLEY: Those two hon. gentlemen 
might understand how they came to the agree­
ment, but it was impossible for a third person to 
understand it. 

The HOME SECRE~'ARY: That is your distorted 
version of it. 

Mr. TURLEY : He did not distort anything; 
he simply spoke on the evidence given by the 
hon. gentleman himself, the report of the Royal 
Commission, and the evidence just given by the 
hon. member who waR chairman of that commis­
sion. Seeing that the late Government Printer 
retired on £347 a year, he thought that £333, 
the amount the present Government Printer 
was at liberty to retire on, was quite sufficient 
for the country to pay. While he believed the 
Government Printer had done his best during 
the time he had been in the service, he had abo 
been paid very well for the work he had done. 

Mr. ANNEAR (JYiaryuorough): Having been 
a member of the House for many years, he could 
not resist saying a few words on this vote. He 
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believed that the most effective and best 
managed department of the Government service 
was the Government Printing Office under Mr. 
Gregory, who was a very faithful bervant of the 
Jl'•ople, and had at all times earned his money. 
He had taken scores of gentlemen from New 
South \Vales, from Victoria, and from South 
Australia to the Government Printing OHice 
here, and they all considered it the most com­
plete Government printing office in any of the 
colonies. 

Mr. STEPHE!'ISO!'I : Absolute nonsense. 
Mr. ANNBAR : The salary of the Govern­

ment Printer in Ne1v South \Vales was £800 
per annum, and it was undeniable that Mr. 
Gregory could have obtainerl that position had 
he chosen. 

Mr. McDoNALD : Many years ago. 
Mr. ANNEAR : Not so many years ago. 
Mr. TURLEY : How long ago? 
Mr. ANNEAR : Though an objection wn.~ 

taken to thiH increase of £100 being granted, he 
found th:tt even if the Committee voterl that 
amount Mr. Gregory would be no better off than 
he was before with a, salary of £500 and a house 
worth £100 per annum. Inhisopiuion the Govern­
ment Printer Hhould receive a salary of £600 a 
year, and an allowance of £100 a year for house 
rent, like other beads of departments, and even 
then he would be receiving £100 a year less than 
the Government Printer in New South Wales, 
though qnite as much work was turned out in 
our printing office, with the nnmber of hands 
employed, aR was turned out in the Government 
Printing Office in New South Wales. He 
agreed with the hon. member for Brisbane 
South that there was no need for Mr. Gregory to 
retire at present, or in two years' time. He was 
an active man, with another ten or twenty years' 
good work in him, and he hoped that Mr. 
Gregory would for many years continue to pre­
side over the department which he had so effec­
tively workul. He thought Mr. Gregory would 
do all be could to modernise the work. 

Mr. STEPHENSON : Read the evidence. 
Mr. AN~l<JAR admitted that he had been too 

busy to read the evidence, but knowing the com­
petent men who constituted the commission he 
felt sure that if their recommendations were car­
ried out it wou!d le'cd to good effect. He trusted 
that the committee would cheerfully vote this 
small increase to the Government Printer. 

Mr. STORY (Ba'nnne) did not recollect that 
the chairman of the commission said that Mr. 
Gregory had objected to carrying out the pro­
posed reforms, though he was evidently a little bit 
antagonistic. That could easily be nnderstoood, 
however, when gentlemen from out:1ide crHicised 
and suggested alterations in the working of a de­
partment which had been conducted by Mr. Gre­
gory for a numberofyear, with unqualified success. 

Mr. Gregory's objection did not go 
[8'30 p.m.] further than that he did not like the 

proposed alterations. If he had 
said distinctly that he would not carry them out, 
and that he would not retain his position if they 
were insisted upon, he could quite understand 
that the commission would have bad no alter­
native but to at OJJCe recommend that he should 
be retired. He could quite undetstand that Mr. 
Gregory, with his experience, would be prepared 
to carry out those modernising views, and he 
trusted that he wnuld long remain in the office, 
and that his sahry would be increa~··d. There 
wac; one other matter that he wished to alluile to. 
Thc> chairman of the late commission spoke of the 
grading of the employees in the printing office. He 
understood the hon. member to say that the grad­
ing of the employees had given great satisfaction 
in the Government Printing Office in New South 
Wales. A body of experts had been appointed 

to do the work, but their report had not been 
received yet, and would not be received until 
after that vote had been passed. After the 
salaries were passed, if any of the men felt 
aggrieved at the grading, he asked the Home 
Secretary if he wuuld allow those men, seeing 
they would then be classified offic "rs, to appeal 
to the Public Service Board? It was done in 
New S.mtb Wales, and it was only fair. If the 
hon. gentleman would give a promise to that 
effect, it would be eminently satisfactory to a 
large body of men. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He did not quite 
catch what the hon. member ·desired. It might 
be two or three weeks, if not more, before he got 
the report of the experts of whom the hon. 
member spoke. Did he understand that the hon. 
member desired that their work should be revised 
by the Public Service Board? 

Mr. STORY: No, but if any officer felt 
aggrieved at the report, seeing he would then be a 
classified officer, would the hon. gentleman allow 
him to appeal to the Public Service Board ? 

Mr. TURLEY : See page lGl of the commis­
sion's report, question 5920. 

Mr. FISHER (Gympie): He had read that 
report with some care and with appreciation. 
The commission had unanimously come to the con­
clusion that the printing office should he modern­
ised. They had unanimously come· to the conclu­
sion that the work done with the preqent staff, 
machinery, and material was more efficiently and 
economically done than it could be done by con­
tract by private firms. A third conclusion which 
they had also unanimously come to was that, in 
carrying out the work, the printing office paid 
higher wages and worked shorter hours than 
private firms. 'fhe inevitable conclusion was 
that, notwithstanding the fact that the office 
was not modernised, yet it was possible, under 
the present inefficient managc>ment-as it had 
been called in that Committee-to do the work 
much cheaper and better than it could be rlone 
by private firms. There was something illogical 
about those conclusions. 

Mr. GLASSEY: \Vhile the men are better paid 
and have ehorter hours. 

Mr. l<'ISHER: Yes, the work was cheaper and 
better done, and the men got more wages and 
worked shorter bours than the men under private 
employers. Did those three conclusions prove 
that the present Government Printer was not 
capable of carrying on thf' office? He believed 
it would be possible to make the Government 
Printing Office better than it was at present, but 
he would be very chary about believing that it 
would not be pos 'ible to do that without a large 
amount of reorganisation. He would like to see 
every department in the colony investigated in 
the same way, and he ventured to say that not a 
single department would come out as well as 
the GovEmment Printing Office. 

HoxoURABLE IY1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. FISHER: Now that th" Government had 

started with Royal Commissions, they might 
very well continue the precedure through all the 
departments, and let them know exactly how 
matters stood. 

Mr. McDONNELL (Fortitude Valley): The 
commission deserved the acknowledgment of 
the Committee for the guod work it had d<•ne. 
No commission had been appointed for a long 
time which had done its work more satisfactorily, 
and deserved their commendation more than the 
Printing Office Commission. They had made a 
good report, and the beauty of the whole thing 
was that the different parties who were on the 
commission were unanimous in their findings. 
That must have had a big influence with tbe 
Government in putting their recommendations 
into effect. 
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Mr. ANNEAR : Half of their recommendations 
are to be found in the Government Printer's 
annual report. 

Mr. MoDONNELL : The recommendations 
ha;d come from the commis<ion. The po,ition 
w1th regard to the Government Printer w:.ts 
thi-,-the chairman of the commission, the hon. 
member for Ipswich, put the matter v. ry clearly. 
He told them th,,t the cunnnission had recom­
mended the increase in :\Ir. Gregory's salary in 
order that he might relire, and make w:.ty for a 
man who would be m0re up to date because 
after reading the commission's report, they coulcl 
come tu no other conclusion than ti-at-good 
sen~nt a':d all a·, Mr. Gregory was, and he 
adm1tted r.hat he had done good work-his 
mer-hods wer·e quite out of date and in a State 
institution like the G.,v,Tnment 'Printing Office 
they should h<we the best poPoible mana·,ement 
Co;:t~ideri?g that, in order to receive a~ large; 
ret1rmg allowance, l'iir. Gregory would need to 
dnw the increased b:Jary for three years, he 
would prefer to see the Government nuke some 
arrang·ement to retire l'ifr. Grt•_o·tlry at the present 
time, even if they h:d to give him his incr• :1Sed 
retiring allowitnce, because they had it on the 
testimony of the commi•·.lion that Mr. Greo-ory 
was practically blocking the way, and "was 
opposed to the suggested improvements. 

The HOME SECRE'rARY : That is not correct. 
Mr. MoDON~ELL: The hon. gentleman 

had himself stated that Mr. Gregory had not 
taken kindly to the 8uggestions of the com­
mi~sion. 

The HoME SECRETARY : He i-·· carrying them 
out loyally, I can assure you. 

)\fr. McDONN~LL : The hon. gentleman 
said J\Ir. Gregory d1d not a~rree with the methods 
which were being adopted" in the gmding of the 
men or with the recommendations of the c•Jm­
mission. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : I said in the adminis­
tration of the office. 

Mr .. McDO="NELL: He thought that the 
c~nmmsswn had treated lYir. Gre~OJY 'Bry c:m­
Slderately, and he was glad of it, because he 
should not have liked to have seen an old s Tvant 
treated badly. At the same time he tho~o-ht it 
should bP the duty of the House and of the 
Government to see that the best pos ,ible nmnage­
ment was secured-management something like 
that which the Govermnentof New South \Vales 
had in its printing office. The hon. member for 
1Iaryborough was in error when he referred in 
the way he did to the New S,mth \Vales Govern­
ment Pt inting Otiice. If he would turn t'l the 
report of the commis-ion he would se0 t 1;at that 
office had at its heacl one of the best men in 
Anstralia. Since his appointment he had savc:l 
an enormous amount of mont'y to his Govcrn­
m<:nt. Anyone who rec.d the report of the 
evidence taken before the commis,ion must come 
!o the conclusion that there was gr• at room for 
Improvement; m fac , ''" the ch,irman of the 
~o':lmission had stat ·n, metllbers were h<Irdly 
ms1de the door before they got evidence of the 
want of ;;ood management. The Home Secretary 
had de&lt f,womably with a number of th.e 
recou1mendations of the comrnission, and he 
!wped ~he hon. gentleman would recog-nise tha~, 
m the mterests of tbe office, it was 1.bsolutely 
nece,srLry to get a man who w.os up-to-dnte to 
manage it. He should like to a~k the hnn. 
gentleman how m-.ny of the recnmmendflti,ms nf 
the commission had been given effect to, and how 
many other recommendations he intended to 
give effect to. One of the recommend:,tions was 
that Iinotype machinPs should be procured. 
Had that heen adopted? In his Ol>inion it 
woul~ be premature to purchase Iinotype 
machmes at presenl'., sPeing that there were im­
proved machines, such as the monotype, coming 

out. There was one clause in the report of the 
c9mmis_sion which, he thought, reflected great 
dJScrcdlt on the management of the office. That 
was the one dealing with the state of the re­
tiring roomR, lavatories, etc., for the female 
em1•loyees. He was rather surprised, considering 
that there were sanitary inspectors, that there 
bhould be &nch a state of things in the Govern­
ment Printing Office-the only Government 
establishment ·where females were employed-as 
would not be allowed to exist in auy private 
establishment. 

The HOME SECRETARY: In reply to the 
hon. membor fur Balonne, he would re::nind hem. 
members that it was recommended that a 
number of the officer in the Government Print­
ing Office should bP cla•··,ifiel. Although that 
had been endorsed by the Public Service Board 
it was never actuallv carried out because of th~ 
appointme~t of_ the comn~is,ion. The employees 
would be c.ass1fied, and 1t would be very desir­
atle that the grading should be endor ed by the 
Public Service Board, which would, he pre­
sumed, be very much in the nature of an appeal 
from the_ four gentlemen who ':'ere carrying out 
the gradmg. It had been a~Ked what recom­
mendations of the commission had been carried 
ont. A good m:my of them bad been carried 
out; and he might point out that a good 
many of them were recommendations made 
by Mr. Gregory himself. The hon. member 
for Brisr :.tne South had ende:tvoured to show 
that there was conflict between the views of the 
hon. memb0r for Ipswich and himself, but there 
was none. \Vhat he (the Home Secretal'y) said 
was that Mr. Gregory had not been entirely in 
accord with the views of the commission, and the 
hon. member for Ipswich endorsed that. He 
(the Home Secretary) al o f,aid that Mr. Gre·~ory 
whether he agreed with the reconunendatio~s of 
the con:;mi~sion or nut, was loyally carrying them 
out. ] or m stance, Mr. Gregory held different 
vie11 s from the commi;,;ion with regard to the 
method of grading; but he (the Home Seclehry) 
felt bound to follow the arl vice of the commission 
i~ having· been appointed at the request of Par: 
hament, and told Mr. Gregory that the grading 
would have to take place on those lines. Accord­
ingly he made arr:..ngements with the four 
gentlemen, who were experts, and l'iir. Gregory was 
loyally carrying out the imtrnctions he had given. 
\Vith regard to Iinotype machines, for instance, 
he was perfectly prepared to take the recom­
rnendation of the cmnmission, \Yho were E:.xperts 
and had obtained the evidence of experts here 
and in New South \Vales. The increase of 
£6,000 in the item of contingencies was largelv 
to cover the cost of Iinotype machines. All tb·e 
recommendations of the commission which it had 
ben1 possible to carry out hitherto had been 
carried out, but the adoption of a good many of 
the recommendations would depend npon 
wh<;ther hon. member•. voted the money on that 
Estimate. As to the mcreased accommodation 
mentioned by the hon. member for ]'ortitnde 
Valley, Mr. McDonne!L that would necessitate 
consirlerab:e alterations in the buildings, and the 
Go':'ernrnent Architect wa-< now engaged upon 
deslt,ns for t!Je.t purpose, h1t hon. me m hers must 
bear in mind that there "as a good deal of work 
in the_ Government Architect's office at the pre­
sent tJ:ne, so that the work must neces,arily take 
some "me. There were very few of the recom­
mendations which '· ould not be carried out hy 
Mr. Gregory, and in that respect he was capable 
of modernising his ways. 
. Mr. GLASSEY: Are Iinotype machines to be 
mtroduced? 

'l'be H0:\1E S,ECRETARY: Yes, and they 
would be ordorea as soon as that vote was 
passed, but he could not order them before, 
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Mr. HIGGS: What do you propose to do with 
the men who will be thrown out of employment 
by the introduction of Iinotype machines? 

The HOME i:lECRETARY : He had nothing 
to do with that. The same question waf' asked 
many years ag-o about we:1vers when machinery 
was introduced to do their work. He was very 
sorry for the compositors, but perhaps some 
other walk of life would be open tn them. He 
hoped hon. members would now allow the vote 
to pass, as it had been pretty freely and fully 
discussed, and he had given all the information 
he could in regard to it. 

Mr. }fiSHER noticed that the adstant 
engineer was put down for a s .. ,lary of £90 a 
ye.1r, which was an unreasonable amount, not 
enough even for a fireman, and he should like 
to know what dutif's he had to perform. 

The HOME SECRETARY: £90 was not 
the whole of that officer's salary; he received 
£78 a yt•.w from the Department of Public 
'Works in counection with the lighting of the 
Houses of Parliament. 

Mr. McDON) .. LD (Plinders) wished to refer 
ag·,in to the Government Printer. As far as he 
understood the matter, the commission recora­
mended. an increase of £100 in his salary simply 
to get nd of Mr. Gregory. No one disputed his 
knowledge of the office, or what he had done in 
the past, hut they could not get over the fact 
that Mr. GrPgory had been in that institution 
for a number of years, and had never been out­
side it for the purpose of gaining a practical 
knowledge of how similar im.titutions were 
managed elsewhere. \Vhat they wanted at the 
pres.cnt time was a tnan who had some know­
ledge of the administration of large printin>:;" 
establii<hments elsewhere, and who was thor·­
oughly up to date, 'When a change was pro­
pc•.sed to be made in the G<~vernment Printing 
Otfice in Sydney, it was said that the old 
Gvvernment Printer had done excellent work, 
and that he was wanted by Yictoria and South 
Au .tralia at an increased salary, but eventually 
a',Govel'!1ment came in who thought there should 
be some alteration in the office, and a man was 
appointed from outside, well np in the techni­
calitit·> and the commercial aspect of the printing 
business, with the rL'"'1lt that in two yurs he 
E.tved the country £27,000. It wa.s the same 
in comn1erciul pursuits; men who had grown 
np in one institution or business had to give way 
to men who had had larger and broader experi­
ence, as they brocame narruw in their viei"S. If 
it was the intention of the Government to entrust 
Mr. Gregory with the u1rrying out of the recom­
Inendationcs of the cmnn1i.ssion, thPn they should 
give him a twelve months' holiday, so that he 
might 1lsit the big printing establislnnentR in 
England and Ameriea, and become acquainted 
with the working of those institutionc, but he 
{Mr. 1\!IcDonald) Lhuught it wonld be iwtter to 
get a new Go>ernm•cnt Printer from outside. 

The HO:Y1E SECRETARY was not going 
to be a party to dismissing "n old public servant 

because sorrL' body thought h·c was 
[9 p.m.] not sufficien'cly moderui;ed. That 

would b" an iniquitous thing to do. 
Mr. Gregory had given him to understand that 
he hnd no intention of retiring for some tillle. 
He felt he had good work in him yet. For his 
age 11r. Gregory vva:; a vigorous man, and he 
saw no rf .son wby he should not go on for some 
year". PossiLly it might be d~·;irable for him to 
take a short holid~y during the recess to visit 
the southern col~mies, where things were n1ore 
moclcrn than they were with us. That was not 
at all a bc,d idea. 

Mr. JaCKSON: Give him six months' s1.ell, 

The HOME SECRETARY : During the 
slack season they might be able to do something 
in that way, and he would be glad to do it. He 
would be no party to compulsorily retiring an 
old rublic servant, unless he was satisfied he was 
utterly incompetent, which in Mr. Gregory's case 
he certainly was not. 

Mr. McDONALD: On the question of the 
increase, he did not object to the £100 being 
given to Mr. Gregory in lieu of his house, but he 
objected to its being added to his salary to in­
crease his retiring allowance. He had a lively 
recollection of a similar case where an officer was 
receiving £1,000 a year, with £500 for travelling 
and other expensec, and sudrlenly on the Esti­
mates they found the travelling expenses dis­
allowed, but the £500 was added to the salary. 
That was the case of the Chief Engineer for 
Railways, and he had brought the matter up in 
the House a few years ago. That was done for 
a similar purpose to that for which that increase 
was proposed now, and it was not a fair thing to 
the fund at all, and hon. members knew the 
difficulties which had taken place with regard to 
pensions nnder the 1863 and other Acts. He 
suggested that the increttse should be given S!•eci­
fically in lien of the residence which Mr. Gr<Jgory 
had occupied, and which had had to be removt•d 
to make room for the Lands Office. That was 
the fair WJY to do it. 

Mr. GLASSEY (Bundaberv) hn·l no wi~h to 
prolong the discussion, as he recognised that if 
they did not proceed more rapidly they would not 
close their business in a reasonable time at all. 
But there were one or two little m 1ttersconnected 
with the vote on which he did not altugether 
agree with his friends. He could not agree that 
Mr. Gregory was incompe1·ent merely because be 
did not t .• ke kindly to some of the recommenda­
tions made by the commi"'ion by way of improve­
ment in the conduct of the office. He a~reed tlmt 
the commiccion had done excellent work and had 
gathen·d necessary informati<•n. He w:.s sure 
nom; of his friends desired to do any iujustice to 
Jliir. Gregory, but it was the settled polwy of the 
party to prevent that annual everlasting growth 
of pensions to person" tb~e bulk of whom had 
been fairly '<''ell paid in the past. Tilat 
was the real bene of contc"ntion. If the 
increase was intended to induce :Mr. Gregory 
to retire early, ar,d that be might draw a 
larger pension, he should oppose the vote very 
strongly, but he qnite agreed that Mr. Gregory 
should suffer no loss thruugh losing his free 
q llarters. It was better that iv'l r. Gregory's 
salary should remain as it was, and that he 
should draw the extra £100 in lieu of quarters, 
so long as he remained in the department. He 
was glad to bec.1r that it was not his intention to 
retire, alld that the Home 8'cretary had uo 
intention of retiring him, and he 'vaf; plea~ed to 
know that 11r. Gregory was likely to have an 
opportunity of vi"iting the offic·es in the other 
colonies. He had before stated that he had him­
self vi,ited the printing offices in other cO>lonies 
of Australia and in the United States of 
Americ><, and that he had seen the Government 
Printing Office at \V,;sbingtoB, the la1;;est 
perhaps in the world. He '' cts not an expert, 
but he had stated before that, so far as he was 
capable of judging, there was no office in the 
world v. here ·work w.1s rnore ex}Jedi~iously, 
econumicaliy, or effectively done than in their 
owu Government Prinhng Office. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: I dare say you are not 
far wide' of the ma,·k. 

Mr. GLASSE".. had had ,,,metbing to do with 
suggesting the oppoiutment of the commis,ion 
last year. Now they had the information fur­
nished by that commi,sinn, and so long as the 
present Government Printer vras corrlpetent­
and it could not be successfully contended that 
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he was not-and so long as he was prepared to 
loyally carry out the recommendations the com­
mission thought necessary, and so long as he was 
not going to draw a higher pension-which wes 
the real point at issue-they had no desire to do 
him any injustice. He hoped the Minister 
would agree that the £100 should be drawn in 
lieu of quarters, and that when Mr. Gregory 
came to draw a pension--,, hich he hoped would 
not be for some time-it would be on a salary of 
£500 and not £600. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The Royal 
Commission distinctly recommended an incrf'f•se 
of £100 a year to the salary of the Government 
Printer, whether Mr. Gregory or his successor. 

Mr. GLASSEY: That is not our point-the re­
tiring allowance. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He was justified 
in taking the opinion of the commission as to 
the •·alary which ought to be paid to the office, 
whoever held it, and their recommendation was 
made quite irrespective of the loss of reoidence, 
which was not contemphted at the time the 
recommendation was m~>de. He was certainly 
of opinion that Mr. Gregory should suffer no 
loss with regard to house allowance, and next 
year he hoped to see that the recommendation of 
the Roval Commission would be fully carried 
out. He did not believe that £(500 a year was a 
penny too much for the office, quite irrespective 
of the question of pension. 

Mr. GLAS<>EY : ''Sufficient for the day is the 
evil thereof." 

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): From appendix A, 
attached to the report, he gathered that Mr. 
Gregory was sixty-seven years of 8ge, and had 
been in the service thirty-three years. It was 
generally understood that under the Act an officer 
should retire at the age of sixty, but it seemed to 
be understood that Mr. Gregory might stay on 
for another ten years if he so pleased, in an office 
thoroughly up to date, so it was said, and capable 
of turnin!:( out work better than any other 
printing office in the known world-which was 
a manifest exaggeration. He was not inclined 
to quarrel ith thH propoeed increase, for the 
reason that they had already, during the course 
of the Estimates, recklessly given increases to 
persons at the hear1 of the various departments 
without half the discussion that had taken place 
on that vote. Therefore he could hardly find 
it in his heal't, under those circumstance•, to 
quarrel over that particular increase. He wished 
to call attention to one or two of the recom­
mendations of the Royal Commission. The first 
was with regard to letting out Government work 
by contract. In paragraph 10 the commissioners 
said-

""rith regard to that portion of Your Excellency's 
commission which dh·cPts us to inquire into the question 
of "the initiation, in respect of any parti~ular class of 
work, of a system of <'alling for tenders from private 
firms, and letting out such woTk by contract," we may 
sta.t·e that past rxperiencR, both in this colony and else­
where, has shown the advisableness of having such an 
institution as a Govern1nent Printing Office ; and, that 
being CJO, we are of opinion that Government work 
should be as econnmi··ally and as effeCtively executed 
in the Government Printing OOice as by outside firms: 
we therefore do not recommend the inHiation of a 
svstem of calling for tendf'rs for prjnting, binding, or 
lithographic work required by any Government depart~ 
ment. 

That was a most excellent suggestion, that 
public work should be done in a public depart­
ment by publicly pdd servants, and that the 
system of contract should he knocked on the 
hear'!. It was a step in the direction of a system 
of g"vernment which would be attended with 
great benefit to the State. It was an enlarge­
ment of the functions of the State--

The Hmm SECRETARY : vVhy not say at once, 
"Socialisn1 in our time"? 

Mr. LESINA: He would willingly accept 
the hon. gentleman's suggestion, and express 
his pleasure that a Royal Commission hnd made 
a recommendation which would tend to bring 
about "Socialism in our time." He was glad to 
see that an intelligent commission, composed of 
members of Parliament and newspapers pro­
prietors, had recommended that the contract 
system should be done t9 death, that the State 
should rely more on its own resources, employ 
it,, own servants to do its own work, and pay 
them in its o•?n way. Another very important 
recommendation to which he would direct atten­
tirm was with regard to the wages of those 
engaged in the Government Printing Office. In 
paragraph 22 the commission said-

From the evidence before us it is clear that the 
remuneration paid to the employees is higher on the 
whole than that paid by private firms carrying on 
businesses in the city. Yet, to use 1\fr. Gregory's own 
words, with regard to many of the compositors, "It is a 
very low wage," and this remark might still more 
fittingly be 1.pplied to the case'- of some of those en­
gaged in other departments-notably, the bookbinders 
and female workers and the men employed in printing 
rail\\'ay tickets, one of whom, a married man, is receiv­
ing only 28s. a week. It is very evl'lent to us that not 
o~ly can no further economy be practised in the dlrec­
tion of reduction of wages, but, on the contrary, we 
think, in many instances, that the wages should be 
raised to rcasouable amounts. 1Ye are aware that the 
Government Printer has made efforts to effect improve­
ments in this direction,., but there yet remains very 
much to be done. 
It appeared from that that there were men 
working in the Government Printing Office for 
as little as 28s. per week. To expect a man to 
pay his rent, feed and clothe his children and 
renthem respectably, was an utter impossibility. 
He wanted to see the men with 28s. or 30s. a 
week and the young girls with three half-crowns 
a week get_ a rise, but it was that class of em­
ployees who were always overlooked in the 
framing of the Estimates, while the man with 
£600got £700, and the man with £700 got £800, and 
so on. He would ask the Minister to carry out 
that recommendation of the commission, so that 
per ·Ons receiving small salaries should be paid 
laro-er ones, as was but fitting in a country which, 
as they were so often told, was so rich and so 
prosperou8. Those at the bottom of the tree 
should share some portion of that prosperity by 
having their wages incr~ased. 

Mr. STEW ART (Rockhampton North) was 
glad to see that the commission recommended 
that the cost of printing incnrred by different 
departments should be paid by these departments, 
and that the amounts in connection with their 
printing should appear in their accou_nts. He 
would like to ask the hon. gentleman m charge 
of this E,;timate whether thet recommendation 
would be likely to be given effect to? The Rail­
way Department, for instance, should p~y for its 
printing, and so on, throughout the serv10e. 

~\n HoNOURABLE MEMBER : That would be a 
very bad thing. 

Mr. STEW ART did not think it would. He 
wanted to see the Government Printing Office 
worked on business lines. It was an experiment 
in socialism, and if it failed, all socialistic ideas 
would be discredited. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Perhaps it 
might be within the recollection of some hon. 
members, thc>ngh not within the recollection •;f 
the hon. member who had just spoken, that th1s 
system had been introduced by ::\1r. Unmack, 
when Postmaster-General and Minister for Rail­
ways, and though it worked for some little time, 
it ultimatAly broke down. 

An HoNOURABLE ME>IBER: Why ? 
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The HOME SECRETARY: Because the 
circumlocution was so great. He did not know 
much about it, because it was tried before he 
became a member of the Government, and it 
waB not a success. 

Mr. McDo:-<ALD: \Vhat about New South 
\Vales? 

The HOl\IE SECRETARY: The book­
keeping here was much better than in New 
South \Vales. The system might apply to one 
department, but it would not apply throughout 
the service. H8 certainly would not take New 
South \V ales as an example with rec ard to book­
keeping and the keeping of imblic a·ccount·. The 
only cast\l in "hich the prmciple had been four,d 
to ba workuble was in connection with the 
carriage of lrl:.tils, the Post Office p:.tying the Rail­
way Department a fixed sub,idy, but that was 
nothing more than a cash payment. The endless 
bookkeeping necessary and the tran' fers fr< .m 
cash credits caused the system he had referred to 
to b1·e:•k down. That sy9tem w s tried by a 
gentleman who had grut force of character, who 
wac not likely to give it up if there was any 
chance of succe~ '· 

Qtwction put and passed. 

ADVEl\TISIKG BOARD. 
_, The HO:lfE SECRETARY moved that 
£0,82!5 be granted tn ddray the expenses in con­
nection with the Advertismg Board. There 
w ... 1s a con"ider._;ble increase, rendered ncr~-·ssary 
in connection ,, ith the advertiPing· of the l:i­
monthly rolls. 'l'he amount voted last year was 
not sutlicient. 'I'he rolls were now publi:.hed 
bi-monthly instead of quarterly, and that 
ace mnt.ed for most of the increase of £1,500. 
A:< the colony w:.ts more prosperous, and there 
v;,ls nwre bu·;.;ineb."l doing, it 'vas ·only natnral 
nwre advorti--::lng would have to be done. 

Mr, l\lcDOXALD asked the Home Se~retary 
to ~ive a list of the pap:rs w1lich r• e· ived the:·;.l 
ach-ertis-r_:nG"nt~1. "\Vith rt~gard to the adv~_rtising 
of the b1-monttly rclls, other P'·J.. r ., such as 
the Qu,~enslan Zcr, had a fllr grerr.tor circul--'l.tion 
than s.>me luc ,1 pavers. The TVorAa htcd a cir­
culation ten tim<·s <:reater than some of the 
kcallJl:iopers, and it never got an advertisetnent 
at all. 

The HOME SlWUET.\.RY: Are the advertising 
ra;.es t:_e san1e? 

l\Ir. McDOXALD: That was another matter. 
The Hm!E SECRET \RY : It is very important. 
Mr. llloDON AI.D : If a l wge number of men 

were !mocked off the rolls in the \Vestern dis­
trict.~ they would 8"8 thR t morv cer' ainly 
through tb., W01·ker, or even the '::lydn.·y B11lletin, 
than tlwmgh the Lc.ol ;.1r n, He did not wish 
to discredit the loo! papers, but he would like 
to know how this n1oncy ,~:~ distributed? 

The HO~' LE SEORETAEY: It was a lon0 

list to go throuGh, but he mh;ht P _: y thu~ if the hon. 
Inen1l>: r·'11 argunwr1t w;: of any value, it n1eant 
th '·t such papers 'S Le Qucenslandcc', tl:e TVorker, 
the Wtek, and the Sydney Bul/e!in shou'd have 
the adv2l'tising bdore the local p:,pers, became 
they circulrJ;·i thronghont the whole colony and 
were not purely loc ::LL There were sixty ele0~ 
tomtes, ?nd if the Inn, gentlema~c's argumc_nt 
were carried to its logical conclusion, the ad ver· 
tHng should b3 clone solely with th• se papers, 
and not with the local papers. In the first, 1Jace, 
the la\.~ v-:ould not permit ii- 1 and in r~ny c ,,e it 
would only meau that tbey would have to pay 
rionbly, b_ f'3.use tht ad\"" rtising rates we?e so 
high in 1'-''.pLre which had a large circulation. 
Why should they pay large sum; of money for 

tbe purpose of advertising in papers 
[0 30 p.m.] in districts which were not in­

terested? Now, with regard to the 
list the hon. member wanted-

1899-3 w* 

Brb1bane Courier 
Evening Ol:server 
Queenslander 
'l'elegraph 
Week 
Australian ... ... 
~oru-Australische Zeitung ... 
Figaro .. . 
}illasllE ~ .. . 
.~rre .. . 
Worker ... ... ... ... 
Australian Pastora1ists' Ga?.ette 
·rropiculturist. .. . . .. 
Queensland Grazier .. . 
Qneenslnndcr Herald .. . 
Queensland Sportsman 
Q.ueensland Sporting and Dramatic 

Xews 
Satmday Xight 
Street 
Sunday lloview 
Progrc<;:s ... . .. 
Valley Advocate ... 
Logan and Albert Advocate 
Log!ln and Albm~t Leader (Been-

leigh) ... ... 
Beaur1P<:<.ert D;:,:;pateh 
Logan and Albcrt Builctin (South-

port) ... 
~Ioreton Mail ( 'undah) 
Q.neenslanf! Times (Ipswich) 
Ips\vicll Stnndard ... ... 
Fas.:dfern Chronicle (Ipswich) 
Lockycr Star (Lai<lley) 
Too\Yoomba Chronicle 
Zettler ... . .. 
Darling· Do"\vns Gaz...:ttc 
Pittsworth Herald 
Allora Guardian 
1,or arwick Argns .. . ... 
'Va)'WiC1\: Examiner and Times 
Border Post (Stanthorpe) ... 
I.Icintyre Herald (Goondiwindi) 
Ht. Geor '8 Stand,~rd ... 
Dalby Herald ... 
Westcm Star (Rmm) .. . 
:Ma.ranoa Advovotte (Roma) .. . 
ChaTlu·illJ 'l'imes 
Charlevill,- Courjr r ... ... . .. 
Ti-rarre;:;o \ratchrna,n (Cuunamnlh) 
Cnnna.rnnlln. Comet ... 
Thargo~nindah Herald 
Gym pie rr;mes. 
Gympie )liner .. 
Gvnrlie Truth . ... 
l\fm·3-:-borough Chronicle 
Colonist... ... . .. 
\Yi<Ir I? ay ar l Eurnett Xews 
I>is ..:::taul1<n·d 
Dmulaberg :J.Ia.il 
BundalJer .; Star 
J~nndPb( :g Patriot 
Gladstoue Obsor:er ... 
Gladstone Advocate ... 
:.\forning Bulletin (Rockbampton) 
Capric-n·nia.n (Rockhampton) 
Daily Record (Rocl<hampton) ... 
Pc ople's X ewspnper (Roekhampton) 
Korth Rockhampton 'l'imes ... 
:i\Iount l\forgan Heralcl 
:.1ount ::1Inrgan Chronicle ... 
!\iount J:'organ rrruth 
Barco!J Independent ... 
P~.1lc Downs Telegram (Clcrmont) ... 
\Vesi.ern Champion (Tiarcaldine) ... 
Longrcach Standard ... 
~: ~ek"y o1ercmy 
:J.IaP.1~ay Standard 
]I,Ia:-kay Chronicle 
Sngm· J,)urn.ll ... 
Port Den is on 'l'inl£.3 
Bowen :\L.:.·ror ... 
Ayr Chronicle . 
TO\VU., ville Bulletin 
Townsville Star 
Townsville Herald 
Rn.venswoocl.',finin,_, Journal ... 
K orthern Jlt!iner (Charters •rowers) 
K orLh Quce""land Register (Char-

ters 'rowers) 
Ch•uters Towers Herald 
Charters Towers ~lining Standnrd 
IIughenden Observer ... 
Winton Herald 
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£ s. d. 
530 3 11 

37 19 11 
78 0 0 

459 6 3 
21 0 7 
46 16 g 
18 7 9 
33 3 6 
12 5 0 
13 12 0 
12 5 10 
10 17 0 
2~ 7 6 
3 5 0 

18 3 6 
13 18 0 

14 14 0 
12 1 6 

3 0 0 
0 13 0 
2 13 6 
3 0 0 

61 15 3 

31 1 6 
16 7 0 

32 3 0 
105 9 4 
209 7 G 
13~ 10 0 
28 19 0 
w 17 9 

139 13 9 
12 1 0 

115 5 0 
10 1 6 
41 7 9 
6113 0 
59 3 6 
68 1;, 0 
H7 0 0 
51 13 6 
48 3 3 
75 12 10 
92 0 0 
H 4 4 
60 7 0 
40 17 (] 
2L 9 6 
77 8 0 
61 6 0 
49 13 6 
19 5 6 

155 4 3 
28 9 3 

126 15 11 
22 3 0 
97 5 6 
84 10 0 
12 6 6 
42 10 6 
39 0 4 

160 7 6 
58 15 0 

143 2 0 
11 2 3 
24 19 3 
12 3 3 
11 10 8 
28 14 3 

100 7 3 
83 5 0 

135 0 3 
47 0 0 
45 3 6 
49 13 6 
49 10 6 

1 7 0 
36 9 3 
50 12 0 
18 13 0 

160 16 6 
131 7 6 

17 0 6 
31 3 0 

112 15 2 

1415 6 
50 17 G 
69 9 0 
49 19 6 
37 9 0 
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Gregory News (Win ton) 
Ingham Planter 
Halifax Age ... 
Cairns Morning Post ... 
Cairns Argus ... 
Cairns Advocate 
Port Douglas Gazette ... 
Mareeba Herald 
Cooktown Independent 
Endeavour Beacon 
Torres Straits Tilot .. . . .. 
Nm·man Chronicle (Sormanton) 
Croydon Mining New,w. 
C1·oydon Golden Age ... 
uroydon Independent ... 
J.';Iundic :VIiner (Georgetown) 
Cloncurry Advocate 
Burke Telegraph 

£ •. !l. 
13 9 () 
27 12 6 
14 1 6 
73 14 6 
74 19 9 
33 6 4 
45 11 6 
34 17 0 
57 10 0 
57 1:3 0 
GO 9 6 
3~ 1G 0 
2! H 6 
36 6 0 
1 H o 

40 7 G 
27 14 0 
21 10 0 

£6,278 6 2 
Mr. LESINA: How many Labour papers? 
Mr. KERR: Did the Ectgle get any? 
The HOME SECRETARY: I hav read all. 
Mr. KERR (Barcoo): The Home Secretary 

talked abo.1t the different prices charg~d for 
advertising by the varions papers. Could the 
hon. gentleman tell him the difference between 
the price charged by the Barcoo Independent and 
the Western Chctmpion? They were bo'th papers 
that circulated in the Barcoo electoratE', and he 
was certain that the Western Champion had six 
or seven times the circ11lation of the BaTcoo 
Independent. If they were both paid n,t the 
same rate it was Yery unfair. He did not know 
that the Banoo Independent had a circulation of 
150 in the whole electorat~. 

Mr. DAWSON (Chct?·tcTs Tuwers): The last 
time that vote was before the Committee they 
had a somewhat interesting and energetic debate 
upon it. It was pointed out then that the 
methods adopted by the Advertising Board were 
very unfair to Lab,mr papers. He particularly 
mentioned a paper circulatinl;\ in Charters Towers 
that was receiving no consideration at all, and 
he was promised that that matter would be 
remerlied. He might say that he had been to 
:Mr. Ryder on more than one occasion about the 
matter, and he had said tbat it would be duly 
considered. According to the list read out by 
the Home Secretary, that Eagle newspaper harl 
not been considered. If it was desired that peuple 
should r<Cally know whether their names had 
been strnck off the roll there was no paper, 
local or otherwise, circulating in the district 
that had anything like the circulation of the 
Charters Towers Eagle. It was a paper with a 
circulation of over 4,000, and that it represented 
the political opinion of the people of Charters 
Towers was evidenced by the return of Mr. 
Dunsford and himself. It was the paper to 
which the resident voters of Charters Towars 
looked for information upon all &ubjects, and 
yet year after year its tights to a share of 
Government advertisements had been overlooked. 
There appeared to be a certain amount of bias 
or injustice in the matter. He did not i.now 
whe~her the Advertising Board acted on their 
own motion, or whether they rweived instruc­
tions, but it appeared that notwithstanding the 
complaints that had been made the injnstice 
still continued. 'l'he thing was grossly nnfair, 
and he did not think it could te defended. The 
hon. member had read out a liot of papers 
that received Government <tdverti ements, and 
amongst them was Ot'e paper which received £50 
and w hi eh had not got a circulation of 200. 
That was the Hemld, and there was another, 
the Charte1·s To1oe1'8 Standard, which he did not 
suppose had a circulation of more than 400 
in the district. The best read paper in the 
district was the Eagle, and next to that the 
N01·thern .llfiner. He felt so strongly on the 
matter that he moved that the item "Advertis-

ing generally for all departments of the Public 
Service (excepting railwayu), £6,500,"be reduced 
by £1,000. 

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) thought it would be 
conceded by all fair-minded persons that every 
public institution should be run apart from 
political bias, bnt the Advertising Board was 
subject to a good deal of political influence 
against one political party. It was proved last 
night that the samP political influence was 
at work in connection with appointments to the 
commission of the peace, and now they had 
papers representing one political party boycotted 
by the ArlverH ing Bl<.trd, in spite of their circula­
tion and tbeir influe:JCe which werJ ''O great as to 
secure the return of Labour mfn to Parliament, 
notwithstanding the efforts of three (;t four 
JYiinisterial organs in some cases. Those papers 
were deliberately boycotted year :tfter year 
by the Advertising Board, ;.vhich was ex~ 
pccted to spend mone-y in m~ldn" the public 
aware of cerbin matters that required to be 
generally advertieeJ, and this board picked out 
certain political organs and imertcd advertise­
ments in them year aft 'r year, the 'I mounts paid 
reac'-:ting a' much as £150 and £1GO in some cases. 
That was a direct subsidy to sonu of thoBe papers, 
and thou;{h the space r.aid for was given, of what 
value was it as far as making public annonnce­
ment" wa' c ncerned? During the three or four 
years he was in Charlers Towers he nnticed that 
the Er•gle ha•l a circnlation of considerably over 
5,000, employfd nwn at union rat6s of wages, a.nd 
exercised a crmsiderable amount of political 
inJluence in the di>trict. It wa• the official 
organ of the :s,ociated workers; it VhcS closely 
connected with the accident as~wcia,tion ; it also 
circulated outside the field in the Ravens­
wood di.1trict more than the Rctven31C'•Jod "~fining 
Journal, which 1eceivcd a considerable tiUllL 

The Sta tdarcl hod not a circula'ion of more than 
300 or 400 . t the ou! side; an,i the Herald, which 
was called "The :u:idnight Hemlr1," c<tme out ?,t 
all hours-·'chich was set up l.y girls at from 
2'3. 6d. to 7s. Gd. a week-a rag i,-.mecl from a 
s .veating den, with a circulation of 200, was sub­
sidise] to the extent of £50, because every time 
a Government candidu,te put up it backed him. 
The Standard, the iliiner, and the E?gisteT, did 
the same; but the E<egle, which was of a dif­
ferent Lr::mrl of politit'<, which p:tid him £6 5s. a 
week while he was there -which amount he gave 
up when he was eleckd P, member-which paid 
its print'·lrs' deYil more than the Heral'l paid to 
any three of its employees-did not receive a 
solitary copper from the A.'verti"ing Board. It 
was true that the Ipswich Standm·d received a 
share of the Government ad verti~,ing, but that was 
a paper of rather daub ful politics, to his mind. 
The J1![aranoa Aclvocate also got somethir.g; but 
it might he said in extenuation that that paper 
was responsible for presenting t'1e Government 
with their present Attorney-General, and pro­
bally the adverti~emenh ·vc "e given 01t of 
gratitude for clistingnL'3her.! ~d.--.- ices n-;ndertd to 
the Government .et a tr.ring moment. If the 
Baglr would tum its politics and rc1ake fuocious 
attacks on the present representatives of Charters 
T<nvers, which would lead to the defeab of one 
of them, no doubt its funds would be largely 
mmisttd in coursd of time by the Governrnent 
Advertising Board. Until that event took place 
it was very unlikely tbat the Eayle would receive 
any kind of ac -i,tantJ-not that it required 
assiHtance ; nll it req ~ired Wtl-'" fair I-'lay-at the 
hands ofthe Advertif,ing B~::·:d. J!'or the rE ,·,sons 
given, he would o•1pp0rt the reduction. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The object hon. 
member, had in view would not Le attained by 
reducing the vote. He prote Jted against the 
imputation that the Govemment, or any member 
of the Government, exercised the slightest 
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influence with regard to the Advertising Board. 
It was in order to prevent the Minister for the 
time being from bringing political pre,·mre to 
bear that the Advertieing Board wc,s ins• ituted. 

Mr. McDONALD: Who are they? 
The HO!\IE SECRETARY could not s~y. 

The Under Secretary to the Home DeparLment 
was only one of some half.dozm. Hon. members 
were not a' good juiges as the board, hecause 
thry were not alt0!{ether unbia ed. He did not 
know the reasons of the board for di3tributing the 
advertising as they dirl, a.nd he did not know th ~t 
it wa.s his duty to inquire. The board had been 
created by Parliament to t'ke the pl>tce of the 
MiniR'.er and his patronn;;e. J<'oir criticism would 
be taken in to account by the board. 

Mr. DA wsoN : \V e criticif'ed it last year, and 
the san1e thing occnr,;; again. 

The H0:\.1E ::lECR};TARY: Hon. members 
were pleading before a tribunal, an<.l 'pparently 
that tribunal did not think they h'1d a good e ts". 
He said arl visedly that he did not know and he 
did not c'1re what reasons the board had for 
their action. To show how little he had to do 
with it, he nnderAtood for the first time that 
evening that the Eagle was a weekly paper; he 
did not know the paper, but th.tt fact might 
have something to dn v:ith it. 

l\Ir. Ducss"'OJm: Ab0ut h,.lf of those you read 
out are wc.oklie~. 

The HOME SECRETARY: H~ knAwnoLhing 
ab mt nine-tenths of them. No nterEber of the 
Government had anything to do with the 
p~tr.mage of the h mrd, :md he knew very little 
about their proceedings. In fact he thought iG 
would be lllO't improper for him to interfere in 
any way. He would be exceeding his duty in 
interfering with a boc,rd which had hccn pLced 
there for th8 purpoee of preventing politic,] 
patronage. IInn. rnernhers had their oppor­
tunity of placing their views bef• re the bo:-'rrl, 
anlt he had no doubt th"Y wo_Jd bs r.'•J>l. by 
every member of the boar:L The UndH Secre­
tary to the Home Depoxtmcnt-v;ho wac t~ e 
only n-.:ember of the board l'rc.;ent-\.V8,'-: on1y one 
of sev,.ra], and it w:.s difficult to fix the blttme 
llllOll any p'1rticular l:!elnber. 

Mr. McDoNALll: I supporce they are resterecl 
by a:;ents. 

'rl·e HO:\IE SECRETARY: From w!ut he 
had heard, he believed there wa• a good deal in 
thaf. 1 and he believed the h1ard exercisEd a great 
deal nf di.;crin1in:ttion of a good sort. 

I\fr. I.~ESINA : They nd vertise in four I• finis~ 
terial p.1pers on Ohartcr3 To\vers, and le>~ve tlle 
L ,bour paper out. 

The HOME SECRETARY did not think it 
was his duty to interfere. The hoard ha.d been 
created to rem•:ve what had been a sc:mdal in 
the pa-,t, and he could not inquire into their 
motiv~:..;. 

Mr. DA WSO.N: The hem. gmtleman appeared 
to be labouring under the impre ·sion that he was 
being personally blamed. 

Tbe Hmm SECHETAilY : The hon. memher for 
Clermont blamed me di~tinctly. 

c'Ir. DA \VSON: 'l'hc hon. gentleman mi~­
undersbod the hon. merrbar. Personally, he 
v.Tas not blan_ing tLL' h ·n. gentlem Jn q.t all, but 
the hon. g-.':ntlem.1n 1nu~~t rf>'"~ogni~e t.h,tt he was 
the reprc ,entative of the Advertising Board in 
that Chamber, :1ncl it was te him they l•.1oked 
for inform:ttion. In 0 ab.,ence of the Adver­
tfsing 13oarJ, they qw.:stione'-~ the hnn. gt.ntle~ 
m.1n, P.nd the hon. gentleman ought to be 
furnished with the neceseoary inform,otion. He 
~uppoe.e I the Advertising Board had a repre­
sentative in the lobby, to whom the hon. gent!e­
man could apply for information, and before 
they were called upon to pass any vote they 
should be furnished with all the av&,ilab!e 
information. 

The HoME SECRETARY: I have given you all 
the informa.tion I possess. 

Mr. DA IVSON: 'rhey had asked the hon. 
gentleman why the .Bagle had been singled out 
for punishment-because it was nothing else. 
ThP hon. gent.Ieman stated that app'<rently the 
board considered they had a bad case, and that 
was the reason the paper had been ignored. He 
pointed out last year that the case was a good 
one. The ]<}(f'J1e represented their political 
party on Charters Towers. So far as the 
puU!ication of the electoral rolls was concerned, 
there could be no doubt-as evidenced bv the 
tdmendous m"jority by which he and his 
colleague bad b.'en returned-that the paper had 
wme influence in the di·trict. He saw Mr. 
Ryder imme~intely afte1· the disCUiosion last 
year, and Mr. Ryder pointed out to him that 
ti,ere were two rerrsons why the Eagle was not 
fwoured. One was that it was a weekly J,aper, 
and they w.mted to b8 sure that the p:>per was 
really established in the di,trict before they gave 
it any advertising-that it might be a little mush­
room gr,Jwth, not worth taking int.o consideration. 

He pointed o<lt that it was a paper 
[10 p.m.] that had been established for years, 

that it had a large circnlation, and 
that the.y were already :,d vertising in weekly 
newspapers. The very week afterwards there 
was a little mushroom paper printed in Brisbane 
called the Deenleigh Economist, which was run 
by a gentlemanna.med JY1acnamara. He thought 
it ran for only two issues. But in the very first 
i•·•me of that paper there were nine or ten 
Government advertisements. It was a weekly 
paper. He should like the hon. gentleman in 
charge of the Estimates to explain why Mr. 
Dmke's paper, ProrJress, received £2 last year. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: All that he 
nuld do was to officially ask the board if they 
h~d any rt.tson for adver:ising in on.: paper and 
not in nnotc_er, and they c •uld tell him or not 
jn ·t as they p1eused. He had a'ked his own 
Under Secretn,ry, and hi8 reply \V a~, " I am only 
o~e of unny"; and he r:-· pec ·eel l\fr. Eyder's 
lny.1lty to his colleagues. He himself ha.d given 
all the information he had been supplied with by 
the b. :trcl. He might just as well ask why the 
Tc.'egr(tph, which was notoriously opposed to the 
Government, should receive something like £400 
or £)CO. 

Mr. DAWSOX: It has a large circu·a~ion. 
Mr. McDOXALD: We do not object to the 

Tele(/raph or Couri.c r getting advertisements. 
The HOME SEORI.;;TARY: Hon. members 

said there w 1s political bias ; but here was a 
paper, which was certainly as strongly opposed 
tu the Government as dmost any p>per in the 
colony, and it hBd reeeived that amount. He 
did not think it would be fair to ask the board as 
a bo:>rd for its reasons. It was an irrespon•iLle 
hody; but unless the House entrusted the duty 
back to the Government, he did not see what 
altonetive could be supplied. 

Mr. DAWSON: I would sooner gire it back to 
the Go' ern men~.. Then it would be responsible. 

The HOMJJ SECRETARY: Then the Go­
vernment would come in for ail ihe;;e cnmpb.ints. 

.1\Ir. MoDo;.rALD: 'l'hoy get them all the >ame. 
(Lan?;hter.) 

Mr. LESIX A : The b mrc1 is a kind of buffer. 
The HO:\il'J SECRETARY: It was nothing 

of the sort. The Governnwnt h:~d nothing to do 
"ith it. 

Mr. McDONALD: vVhoappoints th' board? 
Th0 HOME SECRETARY: The Executive. 
Mr. McDoNALD: Then what is the use of 

saying the Government has nothing to do with 
it then? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The appointment 
of thv board was not the question. If hon, 
members said improper appointments were made 
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that was a different thing. The under secretaries 
were the best men that could be got. They had 
the experience, and he believed they had the 
ability. 

Mr. DAWSON: They have a lot of bias, too. 
Mr. MoDONNELL : The Hon. the Home 

Secretary was the one they had to look to for 
information. 

The Ho~IE SECI\ETARY : He is the only one you 
have to abuse. 

Mr. MoDONNELL: Kot at all. Hon. mem­
bers quite understood it was not in the hon. 
gentleman'8 province to give advertisements or 
keep them back ; but the board was in his 
department, anrl it was ntttuml hon. members 
should question him. What he (Mr. McDonndl) 
took exception to was the hon. gentleman saying 
he thought the board had shown a wise discrimi­
nation. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I did not say wise. I 
said they discriminated. That is what they are 
there fer. 

Mr. McDONNELL: He thought they had 
shown a very unwise diecrimination. There w<1s 
a wretched little rag printed in the Valley at the 
time of the election-a miserable thing tbat no 
one would take. In fact, people were wrapping 
up bottles of beer in it to this day. It was a 
most scurrilous thing brought out to oppose hi8 
hon. cnlleague and himself. It wa' only run for 
a couple of weeks, y~t it received half as much 
as the WoTker, which had a circulation in Bris­
bane of 10,000; twice as much as Progress, and 
about twice as much as the Street, w hJCb, he 
believed, also had a big circulation in Brisbane. 
The board were a body of intelligent men; but 
they had not shown business ability in the matter 
of distributing advertisemente. The Valley p.:q;er 
he had mentioned had about a page and a-half of 
Government advertieements, while the Eagle did 
not get a single penny, and the Workc1·-one 
issue of which was worth about half-a-dozen of 
it-got a misoruhle £12. He hoped the mem­
bers of the board would take notice of this dis­
cussion, and shG\V a wiser discr~tion and gn,ater 
business ability than they h~rl shown in the past. 
Hon. members on this side of the House did not 
think that the papers which represented their 
views should ha vf' a monopoly ; but they thought 
that pa per·s of respectalJility, which had l 'rge 
circulntion::;, should receiYe son1e consiCeration. 
,. :Mr. CALLAN (Fit:roy): He quite agreLd 
with what had hllen from the Iron. member who 
had just sat cloy, n. In his electorate :here were 
four papers, and the one "·hich was not read by 
really one-fourth of the population WD'' the one 
that got the most advertising. The paper that 
got the most Gm"crnment adverth:ements in his 
elector;>te was a paper called T1'~tth, which 
opposed him most virnlently. ThHe were three 
papers in his elec· mate, the 1~fount .~]organ 
Ch·ronicle, the Mount JJforgcm Hi Ylid, Truth, 
and another which be had not been, and Truth, 
which had ~]ways run him down, and which 
migl t possibly run him down more after the 
remarks he now made, Whd the one which got the 
most advertiscmc,nts from theGo\ernment. He 
went to the Home Secretary to try to get the 
matter arranged, bnt could not zet it done. 

Mr. GIYENS (Cairns): It was marvellous 
the number of coincidences they fcund in the 
administration of the preoent Government. They 
had been told by the Home Secretary that no 
political influence was used in the distribution of 
that money for advertioing. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: By the Government, I 
Sllid. 

Mr. GIVENS: By the rules of the House he 
was expected to accept that statement, and he 
accepted it ; but he was forced back to the con­
clusion that the administration of affairs in this 

colony disclosed an enormous number of coinci­
clenc,s, because ali the favours that were g·iven 
by the Advertising Board were generally given 
to papers which supported the Ministry at 
present in power. 

The HOME s~cHE~'ARY: The last speaker gave 
an instance to the contrary. 

Mr. GIYENS: If anybody looked over the 
iist read out by the hon. gentleman he must be 
convinced that ;m over"·belming number of the 
pq]Jers which recdved the ]··t<£est amount of 
money frc.m the AdvertLirg Bc:H'cl were papers 
which upported the pr nt Government. 
Durin8 t~·o pa•.•t twelve months there were three 
p>epers pnbliohed in his electurate, and the p>Lper 
which had the largeot circuLttion, and which was 
not a Labc,ur paper, but a dem~>cratic r cc per which 
gave the be·.,t and fullest reports of the pro­
ceedings of public boclil' , got ler-s than half of 
wbat the other papers received for Govern­
ment ad \"ertising. The othPr papers v ere strong 
supporters of the Government, and the one 
which got £74 LS ap .. inst £73 p<1id to the other 
h;.d less than one-third of the circuh~ion of the 
other 1 .tper. TL~ .. t \'. ts grossly unfair. The 
hon. gentleman s, iJ all that he could do was to 
ask for inform ,tion, and the board could give 
it or not as they cho&e. H? objected to that 
altogether, b c. ·,1se the members of the board 
VYC>re pnbHc E=Ervants, and hon. members, aR 
re ph 'entath·e· of the people of the colony, had 
a rerfect right to demand information. 

The HoME SECRETARY: '\V ell, bring them to 
the bar of the Houso. That is the v, ay to do it. 

Mr. GIVENS: They could deal with the 
board in anot.:1er way, and tb .. t \\as by r• fusing 
to give them any money to spend. It was a 
peculiar po,!Lion of ~ffairs if vublic servants of 
the er lony could fiouc their masters and refuse 
to give them anY information as to how they 
spend the money that w,,·, entru .ted to them by 
their masters. H~ did not blame the Minister 
for the maladmini .. tration which had been 
charged against the bu1rd, bee •use he had not 
been a very lon~ time at the head of the de] <lrt­
ment; but it had been olen.rly :.nd conclusively 
proYed that maladrninbtmtion had been going 
0n for a long tirne, "nd it \vas not a trne pC' .;ition 
to take np that the board were ind•·pcndent of 
the ComrnitteP, :nd could rE--fuse to .five bon. 
rnembere idormatkn. If they were independent 
of the peo;.le who r,id them their e:<L'rie'·', and 
g J,ve thcn1 the money to ~pc..nd, the sooner hon. 
men1brrs t;a ve up corning there and allov. ed the 
colony to be g<n,'Jrned by a board the better, and 
he prJtestd against it mosc er,l:Jhaticnlly. There 
were a number of ephemeral rags in Brisbne, 
which h~d no circnlatitm outsideQueen>treet-, that 
wer<.l largely subsidised by the Ad vel ti&ing Board. 
It was dLgrac> ful me.' administration that thoa·' 
papers should be R'1bsidised as they v-cre v:ith 
Government adver~isCinents \vhich the 1 ;~ople for 
whun thcv were intE'.1ded woald never have a 
chance cf :·.~eing. H~ did not object to the 
amount of the vote for advertiRinJ, "-'he thought 
the Government might do well to SLJend eve,n a 
l~trg~-r ar~'lunt, r it \Vr.l g~·od b~-dnL··S to ud"er­
tise largely. The' Gov~rument might save mom·y 
by "'dvertisin(\' more extcnsi•. _ly than they did 
te~1der·: :r2qni~etl, lr-.nd~. open to dt:ction, and 
other m:ctters of th.tt·, kind. But he objecte·l to 
any money beir-:: spent by a hoatd that had 
dispLyed such disr.:n, 1eful maladministration of 
the funds placed a~ its di.>p J:,el -,s the Advertis­
ing Bo:,.rd had done. He noticecl hem, members 
'vere vorJ eh ,ry about critici,in:-r the vile L~,":,R to 
which he had referred, and the t wa ., probably 
because they thought those r~r:s would get at them. 
They might get at him as murh as they chos:, but 
it would L ,t prevent him standing up there to 
perform hiB jcublic duty. Those papers had no 
news in them, and were not newspapers in any 
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sense at all; they did not reach one-fiftieth oft he 
pe1ple of the capibl, let alone anyone at all out­
side it. It was a waste of public money to put 
Government advertisements in them, becanse 
they did not reach th3 peopL· th Jy were intended 
to reo.ch. Tbc C.11trier and Tclegmph reached 
almost everyone in the city, rmd there were 
reputable weekly papers published in Brisbane 
tha.t cir?ulated almo,st all oYer the colony, and 
while tney had reputable prtpsrs of that kind 
they would do much better for the country to 
publish their advertis·•ments in those papers. 
He had said it was a coincidence that the papers 
supporting the Government should receive mnt 
of the advertisements, but while he accepted the 
statement of the H:ome Secretary that that was 
not due to politic:,] influence, it appeared tu him 
th:ct the explanation of the whole thing was that 
the members of the board knew what would 
please the Government, and that accounted for 
the way in which they distributed Government 
ad vertisen1enf.'1. 

Mr. PI,UNKETT (Alvert) wac; in a position 
to correct the statement made by the leader of 
the Opposition in connection with the Economist. 
That p per was never publi·,hed in Beenleigh 
at all. 'fhe hon. gentleman also mentioned the 
large nurnber of Governtuent advertisen1ents 
that p ·per A"Ot, but, in fair play, it should be 
statPd that that paper w ·.s not a Government 
paper at ,•,11, or a onpporter of the Govemment. 
With regard to t-he board, n,;,.takes were cer­
tainly made in the dir-tribndon of advrrtisements, 
whether they were intentional or not, and :"ome 
pap_rs did not get fair play. Bu:o he did not 
blame the board for it, and far less the Govern­
ment. He believed that those '-'hO crmvasc ed 
the board most, ancl both -red them most for 
ad vertisemento, got most advertisements ; and 
he did not believe the Governm-mt had in any 
one way tried to inliuence the board in giving 
advertisements, 

Mr. CALL.i.N: The hon. member for Cnirns 
had put it down thrtt the Government p~pers 
got rtll the Government ~dvertisements, but he 
had given an illustration from hh own electorate. 
After his election a large nnnber of men got on 
the roll, and the editor of one of the papers that 
harl strongly sup pm ced him wrote down to him 
and asked him to secure the advertisement of 
those names for him. He srtw the Home Secre­
tary and his Under Ciecretary about it, and he 
was told the thmg went from one to the other 
of three papers in that electorate, and it was 
time for the other man to get that advertisement. 
If the Government were looking for support in 
that we,y they would have given the advertise­
ment to the paper that had supported him, and 
he thought he had been treated b:tdly by the 
Government in the matter. 

Mr. T. B. CRIBB (I[Mc:ch) wr1s not suqH·ised 
at so much discm,ion on that vote, v. hen th8y 
had so many representatives of the Prrss in the 
Committee. He knew ()f a case in Ipswich 
where, v, hen the Government advertisements 
were withdrawn from :, paper, the next issue of 
the p~per contained an article a;;ainst Hinisters 
of the CrO\vn, and complained of their cruelty. 
A list of all the employees on the paper was 
publishecl, and it was stated that the proprietor, 
editor, and employees of the paper would be 
reduced to starvation by the withdrawal of the 
G-overnment advertisun1ents. Son1e v.:-ars ago it 
used to be C·>mp]ained that th-·re wer~> too Ulany 
lawyers in that House, but now they had not so 
many lawyers, but they had a grP~t many news-

paper proprietors. If it was an 
[10·30 p.m.] evil to have_ too many lawyers in 

the House, It was quite as gr~at an 
evil to have too many newspaper representatives 
in it. 

Mr. STORY said that in the matter of 
advertising the Government should consider 
something more than whether a paper supported 
or opposed them. It was absolutely necessary, 
first of all, that a paper should be truthful in its 
reports and honest in its criticisms. \Vhy the 
_\dvertising Board should be used for the sup­
port of papers which were manifestly untruthful 
he did not know. \Vhy the Worker; for 
in. tance, sh,mld get one advertisement from the 
Government he failed to sec. Let anyone take 
up the last issue of the Worker and compare its 
contents with what really happened, and he 
would defy them to say that it contained any· 
thing like a truthful report of what occnrred. 
The Government W'ere not justified in supporting 
an organ of thctt kind. They only kept it alive 
to the discredit of the Press and the misleading 
of the public. 

Mr. L:B:SINA said it was ridiculous to say 
that the pittance of £12 received by the Worker 
for Government advertisements last year was 
nec0sso.ry to keep a paper alive which had a 
circulation of 16,000. There were no doubt 
papPrs that were kept in existence by means of 
Government advertisements. There was a 
weekly paper in theN orth, called the Goolctown 
I ndependcnt, and if there was on the face of the 
ea, th a more utterly unscrupulous rag, he should 
like to have it pointed out. 

J\Ir. J. HAMIL'fON: The Cookto1Vn Independent 
hus never been hcd up for slander. 

Mr. LESINA : It had never made the 
assertion that the hon. member for Cook was a 
p:entlemr.n. If it had, no doubt i;he hon. mem­
ber would have had the proprietor arrested 
immediately for slander, and got damages out of 
him. That disreputable paper, of which the 
hon. member was the correspondent down 
here--

Mr. J. HAI.!ILTO;'! : That is utterly untrue. 
Mr. LE SIN A : He ac~epted the denial. It 

was reported generally in the North that the 
hon. member was the Brisbane correspondent 
for that paper. 

Mr. J. HAmLTON: I have stated that that is 
utterly untrue, and yet the hon, member re­
iterates hi' nssertion. 

Mr. LESIN.\.: He had said he accepted the 
denial. but he had heard it from a person who 
came from Cooktown. 

The CHAIIU\IAN: If the hon. member for 
Cooktown denies the statement, the hon. member 
for Ulermont must accept the deniaL 

Mr. L:B~SIN A said he accepted the denial. 
He merelY sbted, for the information of the 
Committde, that he had heard it. That 
wretched rag last year received £50 or £59 from 
the Government. Its circulation was wretchedly 
HmaH ; its staff consisted of the editor and a 
small boy; but it was the Government organ, 
and it had sufficient influence to return the hon. 
member. It lived largely because of the subsidy 
it received from the Advertising Board. To 
compare a paper with a circulation of 150 with 
that of the TVm·kcr, with itH lG,OOO, and to give 
one .KiO or £GO worth of adverti.<ements and the 
other only £12 worth was a manifest ~tbsurdity. 

J\Ir. J. HAJ\IILTON said it was hardly 
worth while to answer the hon. rnomber for 
Olermont, but he might inform the Committee 
that the Cooktown Independent was never had up 
for slander, and that its editor's oath had never 
been disbelieved by a jury of his fellow-country­
men, and he himself punished. As to his 
corresponding with that paper, it was not the 
fact. He had no time to correspond with that 
or any other paper, and did not do so. He 
remembered seeing in the Cooktown Independent 
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some not very complimentary remarks about the 
hon. member. That hon. member, who, outside 
the ChambPr, was-

The mildest manner'd man 
rrhat ever scuttled t>hip or cut a throat--

was making use of his position in the House io 
libel that paper because of some commc·nts made 
upon himself in its columns. 

Mr. GIVENS: The hon. member for Balonne 
had mid that these adverticements should be 
given to truthful, honest, and respectable 
papers; but, if there was any object in adver­
tising at all, it was that the information 
should reach the people. The sole object uf 
all advertising was publicity. 'What would be 
the good of advertising in papers-probably 
most estimable papers in many ways-which 
had only a limite:l circulation, and which were 
only read by a certain class of people-students 
for instance? Apart from the merits of any 
particular paper, the object of the Advertising 
Board should be to advertise in papers which 
had the largc,;t circulation in the districts con­
cerned. Their only objf'c: should be to n etch 
the public, apart from the charcc~er of the 
politics which any particular paper advocated. 

Mr. DA \VSON : He had moved his amend­
ment as a protest, and he would like to amend it, 
because if carried as it stood it might impair the 
efficiency of the Advertising Board. He begged 
to move a reduction of .£1 instead of £1,000. 

The CI-LUR1IAN: The hon. gentleman had 
better withdraw his first romendment. 

Mr, DA \VSON : Ye;, I withdraw tbt. 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. DA W80N moved a reduction of .£1 on 

the vote. 
Question-That .£0,824 only be granted-put; 

and the Committee divided:-
AYEs, 17. 

:J.Iessrs. GlaRsey, Givrn~, Lcsina, Kerr, Jack.:.on, 
Ilardacrc, McDonnell, ~iaxwcll, Dibley,St.ewart, Rvlancl, 
Fitzgerald, Browne, McDonald, Tnrley, Dnnsford, and 
Dawson. 

NoEs, 19. 
Messrs. Dick~on, Rntledp;e, Dalrymple, Philp, )Turra.y, 

Chataway, l!'oxton, ~foore, Newcll, 'r. B. Oril>b, Lorrt, 
J. 0. Cribb, Campb~ll, Annear, Stor:L C11Ilan, Hanran, 
llartholomew, aml 8tephenson. 

P.\nt. 
Aye-J\Ir. Fogarty. No-~Ir, Smith, 
Question resolved in the negative. 
Question-That .£6,825 be granted for the 

Advertising Board-pnt and passed. 
INSANITY. 

The HOME SECRETAHY moved that 
£45,25() be granted in ~onnection with in­
sanity. There WD.' a total increase of 
£2,922 under this vote. It was made up of 
an increase of £100 to Dr. Hrrrg ; one extra 
attendant at .£270 ; the aRsistant ~uperinteadent 
an extra £50; and incrc ,ses, according to regula­
tion, to the male and female attendants. At 
Sandy Gallop there was an increase of only £20, 
and at Toowoomba an increase of £234-an 
additional appointment of engineer at £122 
being the principal item. There was :o total 
increase in the contingency vote of £1,310. 

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): Under this vote he 
wished to offer a protest ag Jinst the inhuman 
and barbarous treatment meted out to lunatics 
who were brought down from the Central ,,nd 
Northern districts. He knew of two cases in 
which lunaties on the road to Brisbane had met 
their deaths by jumping overboard, He noticed 
that the lunatic asylums were all located in the 
8outh within eighty miles of Brisbane, and there 
was none in the Central division at all. If the 
relatives of unfortunate persons in the back 
blocks who went insane wished to see them, 
there was nothing for it but for them to come to 
the metropolis, and then travel to Goodna, Too-

wonmba, or Sandy Gallop, That was a great 
hardship, because those relatives were often pcor 
people, and when once the tmfortunate insane 
person was taken in charge by the police and con­
veyed South there was a strong probability that 
his relatives would uot see him again for year~. 
'l'hfit was a grave abuse that oug'.t to be rectified. 
How it could be rectified he did not know unless 
by building an asylum in the Central district. 
No doubt the head of the department would 
remember the two cnsLS of ,uicide to which he 
referred. 0 e w s the case of a man named 
Davis, and the other that of a woman whose 
11 ,me he did not know. Of course those unfor­
ttUJate creature"' might be Letter off where they 
were, but he thought it wo,s incumbent upon the 
Go\ ernment to extend rnore lnunaue considera~ 
tion to unfortunate rJeople afllicted with lunacy. 
Some provision should, at all event~, be made to 
prevent the possibility of their committin'( suicide. 
If iu this nineteenth century a better method of 
conveying hmatics from one part of the colony to 
the other could not be de vi ,,ed, it was time that 
the neople raised their V< ices and resented the 
pres•~nt treatment extended to persons afllicted 
in this way. Another thing to which he objected 
was the retention of the 8andy Gallop Asylum, 
the Petri~ Termce lteccption-house, and the 
Diatual/~ina. U.1.phanage ..c\sylun1, hhich Vt.ere 
simply ruaintained to find billets for ne<cdy 
pprsons. He thought it would be preferable tll 
clod up those places altogether, and establish 
a~ylums in Rockhctlnpton and Towusvi1le. 
Those were the two [,,·otest5 he had to make. 
\Vhethcr they wouhl be ~ifective or not he could 
not say, but he hopfd the matter would be taken 
up h:' the persons intere. ted, and th>tt some 
improvement would tak:e place in the depart­
ment:tl "clministration. 

Question put and pas,·.'d. 

RECfcPT!ON-HOUSES. 

The HOME SJ<iCRJHARY moved £3,082 
be granted for reception - houses. 

[11 p, m.] There was an increase of £120 result­
ing from a new appoinhrwnt and 

some small additions to f,l.laries; otherwise the 
provision was exaclly t,Jw same as last ye.tr. 

Quc.,t.ion put and passed. 
PRISONS. 

The HOME SECRl~TARY moved that 
£25,579 be grantfl for prisons. The increase 
on the amount voted last year was £473. The 
increase for the chief office was £54. The 
incre· SA for the Brisbane g 1ol w<ts £150, includ­
ing £70 for a clerk, which was a new BJ)!JOint­
ment, the clerical work having been r,reviously 
done by the chief warder with prison assistance 
-a practice that had been found objectionable, 
because he had to spend time in the office which 
should be spent in the y,'ork of supervision out­
side the office, At Rockhampton there was an 
increase of £120 for an o.dditional warder; at 
Homa there was an increase of £20, and at 
Townsville an incrf'1·\l of .£30. And there was 
£30 for a police gaol at Camooweal. There was 
a decrease of £10 for St. Helena. The amount 
asked for contingencies was £GH more than last 
year, made up in this way: £250 for provisions, 
storeo, and incidentn1s; and £19 for ntra 
allov, ance for living, making £2(}!) ; ag~,inst 
which there was a decrease of .£200 in the 
amount reqnired as gratuities to discharged 
prisoners, the number of long-sentenced prisoners 
to be discharged this year not being so great as 
last ye~r. 

Mr. McDONNELL (Fortitude Vctlley) asked 
whether the ~onstruction of a gaol in Brisbane 
for females was to be proceeded with at once. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes. 
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Mr. McDONNELL was very glad to hear it, 
bee, ,use he had been ad vacating for a long time 
the removal of the pre,ent gaol from Fortitude 
Valley. He hoped also that when the Valley 
gaol was done away wit.h, the land would be 
devoted t0 school purpo' cs. He wished to knoK, 
alFo, whether it was the intention of the Govern­
ment to erect a gaol inland in place of (he 
present p nal establishment at St. Helena, in 
accordanc'' with the recCJmmenrlation made year 
after year by the Compt10ller of Prisons. In his 
report for the prec3nt year that officer ,,,aid-

~·ith regard to St. Helcna in particular, I have for yr'1rs 
pa ~t point.ecl out its unsuitability and the lHYJd for the 
erection of a UC'\"l penal t ,tablishmcnt in its phce. At 
prt ent .monc.;· has to be continually l<·-cnt in re~airs, 
and still more w1ll have to be expended as the buildings 
grow older ancl older. 

During the pn.st year repairs h:.<.ve ber-:1 made to the 
stockatl.c bnilding,, sto.;kadc wall, ofl1cers' (lUarter~, 
barracks, schoolhotr~J (which llas be on almost rebuilt), 
shops, etc., while an addition was made to the boat­
house, a silo pit made, and a tmmcar built. A stone 
hayshr J. was also c t~mmenced. 

l!1u1·th:r accomnL;dation in the shape of sleeping 
quarters for warders coming off night duty is required. 

r.rhe construction and plan of the pres:mt, buildings 
do not permit of a proper system of separation and 
classifi~ation, and wllile on the subject I would respect­
fully IJOint out here the necessity which exists f'1l' pro­
viding for a c"onsi"f~rablo SU1i1 of money for prison 
buildings at different places. 
The phc'' was ttll built of wood, ttnd there was 
the !J""sibility of fir,3 brettking out at any time. 
He thought the only thing that would bring the 
Government to their sensr 3 in thi, matter would 
be some unfortunate accident of that kind, which 
might occur at any time, bec_ouse the comptroller 
hnd pointed out again and again that if a fire 
occurred there would be no l""'ibility of escape. 
Another matter WhS the salary paid to the 
present superintendent. He understood that 
1\Ir. Ryau's predecessors rec,,;ivecl £:500 per 
annum, while J\Ir. Ryan was only getting £375 
after thirty years' service. 

Mr. GIVENS : ~c[uite enough, too. 
Mr. MoDONNELL: He b.Jieved in paying a 

man according to his WO!'k and responsibility. 
A h?,ndsome profit wn,s bmng m:1de through the 
work of the pri,onm·s, and mm''l of th<" credit 
must be due to the superintendent. On that 
side of the Committee they diJ not, as a rule, 
ttd vocate increases to highly pnid officers, but 
Mr. Rvan was CPrtainly one of those who were 
deserving of an increa~e. 

The HO:'Im SECRETARY: The plans of 
the new gaol for females were in an ad vanccd 
state. They would be fine buildings, most 
suitable for the purpose, and so far as he knew, 
they would be pushed on with expedition by the 
'Norks Department. 

At 11·13 p.m., 
Mr. GIVENS c2,lled attention to the state of 

the Committee. An important question like 
this should he discu:.sed in a fuller House. 

The HOME SECRRrAlcY: You ask for ttn 
explanation, and immEdiately call attention to 
the state of the Committee so that you cannot 
get it. 

Quorum formed. 
Mr. l\IcDO~NELL: Did the hon. gentleman 

decline to give the information he asked for? He 
had nothing to do with the hon. member for 
Cairns calling ttttention to the state of the 
Committee. 

Mr. GIVENS: I hJd a perfect right to do it. 
Mr. McDONNELL : He simply wished tbe 

hon. member for Barcoo to go out and bring in 
the hon. member for Croydon, who had some­
thing to ~ay al:Jout Mr. Ryan. He put reasonable 
questions to the hon. gentleman, and he die! not 
think that any other hon. member desired to 
speak on the vote, so that there was no use the 
hon. gentleman declining to give information, 

because the hon. member for Cairns exercised 
his right to call attention to the st>tte of the 
Committee. 

The HoME SECRETARY: You have asked me 
some questions, and if you stop lecturing I will 
answer~ 

Mr. :McDONNELL: The hon. gentleman 
declined to answer, and that was his reason for 
getting up. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
bc·r was misquoting him. He had done nothing 
of the sort. If those tactics were to be pursued, 
he said it would be unnecessary for him to give 
any further information. Immediately he ro~e 
to reply one of the hon. members on the other 
side at-as he thought-a signal from the hon. 
member for J<'ortitude Valley, rose and called 
attention to the state of the Committee. 

Mr. McDoNNELL: I gave no signal at all. 
The HOME SECRETARY : He was pre­

pared to accept the statement of the hon. mem­
ber that it was not clone with his connivance. 
The g.:tol for females would be proceeded with 
shortly. As to St. Helena, that was a big ques­
tion, involving a great deal of money, and there 
were other buildings that were more urgently 
needed. St. Helena was a model penal establish­
ment, but it was generally admitted that at some 
future da,te it should be removed to the mainland. 
Of course the danger from fire was a strong 
reason why the institution should be removed, 
but things could go on as they were for some 
little titLe longer. It was not such a Ct'ying need, 
for instanc", as the new gaol for females. 

Mr. KERlt (Ba,.ooo) asked for some informa­
tion about a youug man who had been confined 
in Blackall Gaol, and, being apparently Put of 
his mind, was put in a straight jacket? He 
uan.Jged to get out of the straight jacket and 
hang himself with a strap which he fixed 
over the door of his cell. He did not know 
whether there had been any inquiry, but it 
showed a lack of discipline when such a thing 
could occur. 

The HO,IE SECRETARY: I suppose the strap 
belonged to the straight jacket. 

Mr. KERR: It seemed a strange thing that 
he could have got out of the jacket if it had 
been properly put rounrl. 'When euch a thing 
as that took place it looked as if there was some· 
thing radically wrong. He "hould like to know 
if ttny inquiry had been made into that death, 
and what was the result of it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: There had been 
an inquiry, ttnrl it was found that no blame 
could be attached to anybody. 

Mr. HANRAN (Townst•ille): He had been 
asked by the hon. member for Herbert, who had 
been compelled to leave through illness, to call 
attention to the fact that while the superinten­
dent of the gctol at Rockhampton received £300 
a year, the snperintendent of the gaol at 
Stewart's Creek, Townsville, than whom there 
was no more competent man, received only £290. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He would reply 
to the question of the hon. member for ]'ortitude 
V alley at the same time as he was replying to 
the question of the hon. member for Townsville. 
The reason those officer.> had not received 
increases this year was because they were 
granted increase,< last ye;1r. No increases were 
recommended by the Public Service Board this 
year. 

Mr McDONNELL : 'fhP Hon. the Home 
Secretary's reply with reg_\rd to St. Helena wtts 
diRapnointing. He admitted that the erection 
of th~ new establishment woulclmettn the expen­
diture of a large amount of money; but there 
was no getting away from the fttct that it was 
absolutely necessary something should be done. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The building is in very 
good order. 
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Mr. MoDONNELL : The Comptroller of 
Prisons in his report said-

'l1hc general condition of the buildings or this estab­
lishment is bad. 

The roofing and the timber in all of them is more or 
less decayed or decaying, and require c·mf'it.a,nt repair, 
and as the buldings become older and more dil~:pid tted 
the risl<: of fire incrcasr-s. 

It is absolutely necessary that pr !Vision should lJe 
made for the erection of a new penal utablishment. 
He was milder in his report this yr ~r than he 
had been in years past. In the past he had b,en 
very strong in his recommendation as to the 
necessity for new buildings, and, a.lthough the 
expenditure might be great, it was an expendi­
ture that would have to be faced. He was 
rather disappointed that the Home Secre' ary 
had not said he was prepared to recommend that 
Mr. Ryan's salary shouU be increased, as he was 
deserving of it. But he hoped that next year 
he would give him an increase. 

Mr. STEW ART (Rockhampton North) : He 
thought that every c ne of the superintendents 
of prisons was too highly paid. The F uperin­
tendent of a local pri-on got p,s much as a mem­
ber of Parliament. (Laughter.) It wzs not a 
laughing matter at all. lf his services were not 
worth more to the com'llunity thDn those of the 
superintendent of St. Helena, the eooner he 
retired the better. Imagine the Comptroller of 
Prisons getting £GOO a year, \Vhy, he was bc,tter 
paid than even a Cabinet Minister. Then there 
was another who got £375 a year. '.Vhat was he 
paid for? 

Mr. MoDONNELL : He has more work. 
Mr. S'rEW AR'l' : How did the hon. gentle­

man know? Had he had any practical ex· 
perience? Someone had been piping into his 
ear. 

Mr. MoDoNNELL: I never spoke to them. 
Mr. STEW ART: Any official '':ho got the 

ear of a member of Parliament got his Acrew in­
creased ; and any official who did not g1't the ear 
of a member of Parliament was lr-ft in the mud. 
All these superintendents were too highly p:tid. 
He would reduce their salaries 20 to 25 per cent. 
While the colony was overloadr:l with highly­
paid servants they had me,,lbers coming forward 
-members representing the working cb's"~' 
many of whom got from 30s. a week downward, 
and very few of them over that-and clanwuring 
for increases. He would never be a party to that. 
Looking ov€r the list he found that those who 
had professionallmo w ledge were paid a mnch lo Ter 
wage than warders. For instance, dispensers 
and dentbts were paid £30 a year less than warders. 
Again, the schoolmaster got only £110 per 
annum, while the cled< :md storekeeper received 
£230. Surely a schoolmaster was worth more 

than a clerk and storekeeper, whom 
[11'30 p.m.] they could get anywhere. Those 

anomalie:; were to be found right 
through the Estimate. \Vhile he would always 
advocate increases to low paid officials, he would 
oppose with all the strength of which he was 
capable, increases to t.hose men whom he con­
sidered were too highly paid alreariy. 

Mr. GIVENS had a strong idea that it wonld 
not be a difficult matter to make their prisons 
entirely self-supporting, because the criminals 
incarcerated there were generally able-bodied 
men. Could the Minister giv~ them an approx­
imate Hea of tlw total value of the severe,! classes 
of goods produced in the several prisons of the 
colony, and of the net loss annually of keeping 
onr criminal population? 

Mr. MoDONNELL took exception to the 
remarks of the hon. member for North Rock­
hampton regarding his advocacy of an increase 
in the salary of the superintendent of St. 
Helena. As to that officer having approached 
him on the subject he could only say that he had 

never spoken to Mr. Ryan, and had only met 
him on one oce:tsion, and that was when he visited 
St. Helena with other members of Parliament. 
Members on that side did not always denounce 
thto pavment of high mlaries, and as far as he 
w::s c~ncerned, he believed that a man who 
c,;cupied a high pmition and rendere.d valuaJ;lle 
services to the country should be lng hly r aHl, 
and the ,uperintendent of St. Helena occupied 
the next mo t responsible position to that of the 
Couptroller of Prisons. With regard to the 
erection of a 1'ew gaol to take the place of St. 
Helena, be would point out that in 1396 Sir 
Ho, ace 'l'ozer said-

\Vith n: 'ard to St. Ilelena, the Comptro1ler-General 
bad simpfv bror zh1_, unrL~r the notice ot the Hous~ a 
faet that he (.:Hr. Tozcr) h&d tr,,_.ntioned once m· twwe 
before-r.amely. that the buildi .s.; at that plncu '\Ycro 
old-fashioned, und dill not afl'ord aU the accommoda­
tion required. Any Minister having charg-e of a 
wooden gaol must alwayc:; fell considerable anxiety 
because of its Iiab1lity to fire, and he hope(l that _he 
would yet be able to mature a scheme for removmg 
the gaol from St. Helcna, which wa.;; expensive and diffi­
cult to manage, to some more suitabhplace. Theywonld 
be able to accommodate the lJ!'isoners in Stew~rfs Creek 
Gaol, at Rocl\ha,mptcn, a.r-,d ~~t Bo~·go road whi~c new 
building.~ wer: being crect•,d, but he had not lnthel'to 
beLn able to undertake that \YOrk because the Govern~ 
ment had not the necessaryfnnds. Hewn') quite aware 
of the G.isadvautu~ ;s coun ... cted with St. li3lr,na. The 
warders llad to be P parn.tccl from their fa.1nilies ; the 
conditions of lift tllere were altogether diifercn t from 
what thr y ought to be in a gnol, and he would be glad 
to mn.k,.;: some alterations Uy which they could have 
the gaol on the mainlancl, but that coulcl not be done 
at present, as thry had not the money. 

The colony wets in a better po,-iLion financially 
now than it was in 18D6, and he hoped that 
before the vote pao>ed the Home ;secreb,ry 
would be able to tell t' e Committee that the 
Govemment intended at an early dute to er, cL a 
gaol on the 'cminland to take the place of St. 
Helena. 

The HOME SECRETARY: All the argu· 
ment with regard to the removal of the 
prisoners from St. Helena to the mainland V/.:\S 

not on one side. 'l'here vm s a great deal to be 
,~id in favour of keeping the gaol where it"~" 
at present. There would be advantages m 
moving the gaol to the mainland, as for instance 
ec-1uomy in some respects, and facilities for per­
mitting' warders to reside with their fn milies. 

Mr. :MoDoNNl:LL: And a better system of 
classification, 

The HOME SECRETARY: There was a 
great deal to be said in favour of the system 
which cxioted at St. Helena, because, as he 
underotoocl, c''rtain liberty-perhaps unex;:tmpleu 
in any other similar establishment-could be 
given there to prisoner" who behaved well. The 
hon. member had <[Uoted the late Home Secre­
tary; and it was amusing t:> hear hon. members 
opposite quoting that hon. gentleman, when, if 
anyone on the Government side presumed to 
quote him, his opinions were received wi.th 
laughter and derision. Hon. members opposrte 
so often spoke ill of the bte Home Secretary, 
especially behind his baek, that it was amusmg 
to find how ready they were to qnote him when 
it suited their purpose. 

Mr. MoDONNELL took great exception to 
the remarks of the hon. gentleman. They said 
nothing; of the late Home Secretary behind hi" 
back that they woulrl not say to his face. They 
admitted that that hon. gentleman had shown 
himself in connection with institutions like 
Dunwi~h and St. Helena, p~ssessed of a good 
deal cof good nature and a humane spirit. As 
head of the department for several years, he 
probably knew more of the condition of St. 
Helena than the present Home Secretary; and, 
though they might in many things have been 
bitterly opposed to the late Home Secretary, he 
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was doing nothing inconsistent in quoting that 
hon. gentleman's remarks in support of what he 
was advocating. 

Mr. TURLEY had· been informed that the 
hours of w:wders in the pt·i-ons wnre very long. 
The information he had was that the houb f,',r 
the first day were from (i•30 a.m. to midnight­
seventeen and a-half bom·s; the sec md day, 
G·30 a.m. to 5·H) p.m.-ten and three-quarter 
hours; third day, G·30 a. m. to G·30 p.rn.-twelve 
hours; and the fourth day, 12 midnight to 7 
a. m. That was· for whott was t" rmed a•,ti ve 
duty, and apart from that they were awe~y from 
their homrs for a still longer period on what was 
called reserve duty. Tbe actual time on duty 
for four days was forty-five hams' active and 
ten and a-half hours' reserve duty, or a tub! of 
fiity-five and a-half hours in four days. Th«t 
was very nearly fourteen hours per cby. Those 
appeared to be exces .ively long homs, and he 
unde~stood that the police h:,d eight hours' duty 
a net stxteen hours off. He asked if his informa­
tion was correct ? 

'l'he HOME SECRBTARY : The figures 
quoted hy the hon. member were, he understood, 
cmrect, and the warders worked on an average 
from ten and a·half to ten and three-quarter 
hours per dnv, and they served the seventeen 
houro in one c],,y in order h enable them to gc t 
twentv-four hours <·ff tcijether in each wr,ck. 
The hon. member was qn.)ting Brisb:tne Gaol? 

Mr. TURLEY: Yes. 
The HOJ'.II~ SECRETARY: That w,<s the 

system in the Brisbane Gaol. 
l'I.T.r. TURLEY : Is that ten and three-f]lUtrter 

hours a day for six or seven days a week? 
The HO.\IE SECRETARY: J<'or ,;ix days. 

They got one day off as a reoult of havin.' put in 
seventeen hours at. one ti1ne. ~ 

Mr. Tcl\I,EY: That would be over sixty-thrae 
hours a week ? 

The HOME SECRliJTARY: Yes, about that. 
Mr. 'rURLEY: 'rhose were rather long 

honrs, he should imagine, but of couroe he did 
not know what the duties were. It must be 
'"1mitted that sixty-three hours a week waH a 
fairly long time for a man to work. He under­
stood that the police had eight hours on duty 
and sixtec.n hours off, and their duties were cer: 
tainly not more ardnotl:- than those of W'crders in 
prisonc. 
. The ~'?ii!E SECRETARY : A very large propor­

twn of tt IS not work. 
Mr. 'l'URLEY: They had to be there, and 

they had certain duties to perform. If they were 
~uperintending a gang of men they had to !,ut 
m the same number of hours as the men who 
were doing the nHnu~l work. 

The HOJ\fl~ SECRETARY said that in his 
opinion if eight hours was a fair day's work at 
mane al labour, ten and a-half hours did not 
ap;Jear to be very excecBive for men who were 
doing labour which was neither !Jhysically nor 
mentally exhausting, and which was very 
largely done under cover. That was not the 
case with police constabl··s, who had to be on 
their feet a.]] the time they were patrolling. 

Mr. NEWJ<:::LL said he knew hundreds of men 
who were working more than ten and a-lM\f 
hours a day, and for kos money than the warders 
in gaolc. 'rhey were working in gullies often up 
to their knef'J in water, from daylig-ht till dark. 

Mr. J<'ISHER: Dnt they are their own bos~e3, 
and that makes all the difference. 

Mr. NE.WELL : There were any numb.,r of 
men in the country who would be only too r,lad 
to t;"et the billet of prison warder, notwithstanding 
the long hours they had to work. 

Mr. TURLEY: That was not the point with 
regard to employment by the State. There was 
not a man whose salary they had been voting, 
whose place could not be filled to-morrow at a 

lower figure. It was no argument to say that 
men had good times be can e the re werv per­
sons outside who were prepare} to do their work 
at the same rate. 

The Hm!ll SECRETARY: You said at a lower 
rale. 

Mr. TURLEY : 'I'he Committee had just 
in er •a,,, Ad a cert jn s~.I d-'Y by £100. 

[12 o'clock] There were no doubt c!oz,ns of men 
who would gladly have that officer's 

billet at 50 per cent. reduction ; but all that was 
entirely br-ide the question. It had been laid 
down by men who had just as much ability and 
intelligence as any hon. member sitting on the 
Treasury bench, th<tt th~ duty of the State wr;s 
to pay slightly higher wage·1 than were paid out­
side, so that the State should set a good example 
to onside employers in this way. 'rhe argument 
that other men were willing to fill the ·8 positions 
at the same sCL!ary was a miserable pettifor ging 
one that would not be backed up by anyone who 
understood the position. 

The HOJ\IE SEORI£TARY: The hon. gentle­
man had g•:n~ entirely off the track in speaking 
on. the qnf''',tH•n of wageJ. The hon. member 
ralSed the (jULiltion of hours, and the hon. mem­
ber ior \'~,'cot:;ckata rninted out that thera were 
other men who were willing to flo the same work 
at the sP,me wage', indicating that the hours were 
not exces~iYe. The point was that no cmnplaint 
had been made by the men doing this wod;:, and 
that there were other men '"illing to do the work 
at the same ;yaga. Let a va.J:tnc:/ occur, and 
the department would be overwhelmed with 
applicatione. 

Mr. TURLEY : T i;o or three years ago the 
same argument was ns2d by members with 
rcgarcl to the mrn in the Railway 1Jepartme.nt, 
some of whom c'rc only receiving 5s. or iS.,, Gel. a 
day-that other m<U could he found to fill their 
vacant positions at the same sahry. He had 
certain information, and he submitted it to the 
Minister, who said that it was substantially 
correct. Then be asked the Minister if he did 
not think these warriors worked r3ther long 
hours, and t:Je hon. mmnber for \Voothakata 
said that plenty of other men cuulcl be found who 
would b·e willing to fill ;crty vacancies that 
1night W'CUr .;.t lcj J wageB. ~\ll this n1eant th·-st 
the CIJll(litiuD uf tl e cou;1tr~~ WUE: not so gloriJU.:3 
as it had l cen made out to be. If the argummt 
was folltH':'ed out to it~ logical conclw:3ion, the 
result would be that these positions should be 
tendered for, and the lowest tenderer should get 
the jors. The result would be that they would 
have Und• r Secretrtrkd working for £1.50 a year. 

1\Ir. T. B. CRIBB (Ipswich): The hon. member 
for South Brisbane had dioplayed a large amount 
of virtuous indignation, hut he would remind that 
hon. member that a similar expres'·ion to which 
he took so much objection had been made on a 
previous occasion by numbers of hon. members 
on the same side a,; himself. In a disctbsion 
hst session an hfm. member on the front Oppo­
sition bench took exception to the propo,;ed 
increas0 in some s ,Jaries, and stated that there 
would b'' no difficulty in replacing those officials 
at much lower salaries. To t.his he (Mr. Crib b) 
replied in somewhat similar terms to that 
employed by the hon. member for South Bris­
bane to-night, but neither he ner any one else 
on his side took any exception to the remarks he 
now objected to when made by his own side. 

The CHAIRC.L'..N : I think hon. members 
are rather digressing from the vote before the 
Committee, and I a.,k them to confine their re­
marks strictly to the vote. 

Mr. GIVEN'S: He had "sked the Minister for 
certain information, but the hon. gentleman 
had not had the courtesy to reply-perhaps he 
had forgotten it. 
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The HmiE SECRETARY: 1Nhat. information 
does the hon. gentleman want? 

Mr. G IV:ENS : He had &<ked v. hat was the 
approximate value of tLe goods manufactured in 
the gao!B. 

'l'he H0~>1E SECRE'l'ARY referred the hon. 
member to page 14 of the Con.ptrolier-General's 
report, where he would obtain ail the information 
he asked for. 

Mr: L1~?INA: Some time ago he asked a 
qt<O'ctwn wHh respect to the munberd coloured 
aliens in the gaols of the colony, and he was in­
forn1eU tha th13 totnl nu1nber for five yenra \Vas 
l,Gll, and that there were 105 in tle gaols 
to-dr:y who cost 2s. 5;,d. r·-- r week to keep. 
He Jonnd by the C--,mptroller-General's rep _.rt 
that the number realiy was 35G, ar.d 'lt, 
say, 28. Gd. per hec"J they were costing the 
colony the enormous sum of £12,000 per 
unnum to keep. That was a nice little 
bill tcJ p~y for the coloured alien carse. He drew 
attention to th::.~, bcc~tu~e it was an important 
factor in determining of \\ h·tt value to the colony 
alien la Lour rea'ly w ts. Another point upon 
which he hac\ not been >ati;fied was with regard 
to the condi'-ion of Lhe gaol rrt St. Helena. The 
!-m. me-mber fer \Voothakcta said it was a c:nn­
fortable institution, and th:1t there wao plJ,cti­
cally no danger f•·om fire ; but he found, on 
reference to the cnn1ptrollf-r';3 report, th3,t the 
building wn ,, in a, sta~e nf dec::cy, and the risk of 
fire cLLily incre"'ed. He al-:J p in'-:'1 out tlmt it 
w-Jul~ ben :cess :ry t 1 facrJ t!:e ques:ion ,,f build­
ing a new gaol, if their g~t.ol sy~tetn waR to 
be kept up to d .te. The st ten:ents of the hon. 
me1nber for \Voutb.)kata \vcre, therefore, not 
b01 ne out by fact. 

The HOJ\11~ SECTIETARY: The iit;urcs m­
lating to coloured ..lions in the gaols of the 
cnlony which the hon. member had quoted 
referred to the whole ye:;r. There may have 
been .: number in for a week or fortnig ,t, a··1d 
the hmL member would have to average them 
for the whole year. Ha could not take a man 
with a fortnj;_sht's sentence 8Jnd set hirn down ns 
costing a cenain sun1 per week for the whole 
year. Then he w0uld point out that tho cr·st 
which the hon. member quocul was the total 
Cv,,t, but as again;t thtXt be would find in tha 
table to which the hon. memk:r for Ccims h~d 
been refLrred, that againFt the cot:)t of £2:),000, 
there wn' the 'alue of WOI'k done b the extent 
of £17,G77 as a set off. If that work were not 
done by the prib<Jncrs it would have to bv done 
by outside la hour. 

Ml'. GIVE:\S: If there 1·;ere no prisoners there 
it would not want b be clone at all. 

The HO:Y1E SECRETARY : An effort had 
been made to .. addle a cert.kin cla's of pri·oners 
1dth the co>t, but the gaols would require to be 
c Tried on if there were no such cla~;; of 
priooner. 'l'herc was:-. er 'nit of somet',ir,; like 
GO or 70 per cent. t:1 lJe taken df the hon. 
rnen1ber's tignrcs, even on the rerluct d scale. 

Mr. LESINA notk:d that there were several 
cases repvrtecl in which breaches of prb, n di -'cip­
line had been pun;shecl by confinement in d .rk 
cells for periods of from one to three days, and 
from one to seven and ten days. Did th8,t mean 
that there· wa" a t·>tal deprivation of lif!ht? 

'l'be HUM1<J SECRETARY: y, s. The 
superintendent had power to :-,t:ntence prisoners 
to d<trk cells up to three days, and anything 
(JVt'r that was done b7· the visiting ju~)~.ice. 
There had been no c·1se durins the YJ::'dr in which 
the puni.,hment had been inflicted for more than 
three days. 

Mr. GIVENS : During the discussion on the 
Criminal Code Bill the Attorney-General ad­
mitted that solitary confinement in a dark cell 
should not be inflicted for such a trivial offence 
as a breach of prison discipline. It was the 

most cruel and brutal form of punishment which 
could be inflicted, and individuals like the super­
intendent of a gaol or the visiting justice should 
not have powcr to sentence a prisoner to such a 
cruel punishment, practically without trial, be­
c:.use the unfortunate prisoner dare not open his 
mouth. That brutal punishment had been in­
fl'cted on one female last year. In connection 
with flog-ging, when the subject was previously 
under discnsdon, they had been assured by the 
medical superintendent that flogging had never 
been inflicted with such severity as to draw 
blood, and yet immc,dbtely after that statement 
wa, made, both the Courier and Teleg>·<tph stated 
that blood freely flowed, "nd that the flogging 
;yas of a most dreadful nature. 

The CHAIRMAN: I think the hon. member 
is digressing from the oubject before the Com­
mittee. 

Mr. GIVEKS took the liberty of disagreeing 
with that ruling. 

The CHAIRMAN : If the hon. member 
disagr- es with my ruling, there is only one course 
open to him. 

Mr', GIVEl'\S moved that the Chairman's 
ruling he disagreed to. 

Mr. FISHER (Gympic): If flogging was men­
tioned in the report-, and formed a part of the 
priilon rt ~ulations, he submitted thrrt the hon. 
member for Cairns v RS in oder in discussing it 
nnder this vote. If the Chairman's ruling was 
cmTec~, he cmld rule e1·ery reference to any 
report out of order. He trusted the Chairman 
would not pr8ss his ruling, and he would like to 
he<1r those "ho were responsible for the guidance 
of the Committee give some reasons why the 
ruling Hhould be smtained. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The Ch:,irman 
h .. d given his rnlin,o, and the hon. 

[12'30 <un.] memu0r for Gym pie and the hon. 
member for C"irns were question­

ing it. If the hon. member chose to get up 
and talk ahoub it, nobody could prevent him. 

Mr. FrsHEH : Keep to the point of order. 
The HOMI~ SECICETARY: He was not 

discnEciir,g the point of order. He was replying 
to tLe hon. membAr. The hon. gentleman 
cglled on the iHinhterial benches to support his 
motion. \Yhy should they? 

Mr. FISHER: Has a ruling been given? 
'rhe HOME SECHETARY: We are going to 

support the Chair anyhow. 
M:r. Ll~SINA: He should certainly fiUpport 

the mvtion that the Chairman's ruling be dis­
ogreed to bec,mse he found that in bble 9 
reference was made to corporal punishment, 
which of conroe, meant flogging. 

The CHAIRMAN : I wish to mention before 
it goes to the vote that the reason I called the 
hon. member to order was that he was proceed­
ing to bring forward a cace referred to in the 
papers years ago. That could not be relevant 
to the q nest ion before the Committee. 

Mr. J!'ISHER: What he desired to geb from 
the front Government bench was a cle:tr definite 
statement regarding the point of order. He 
should like to h>::tr the opinion of the leacler of 
the House. 

The PREMIER: He did not see that he was 
called upon to expre'S ::n opinion. It was his 
duty to Bnpport the Chair, nnless he was in the 
wrong. It would have been far better for the 
hon. gentleman not to have moved the motion, but 
now that it had been moved it had better be 
decided by a vote. He intended to support the 
Chair. 

Mr. STJ<::W ART : He was very much 
astonished at the ruling given by the Chairman. 
The hon. member for Cairns was discuscJing the 
question of flogging, ancl as .that question was 
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referred to in the report he held in his h:tnd, it 
was quite within the power of the hon. gen tlcman 
to discuss it, and to refer to previous cases 
of flogging, in order to back up or illustrate hi.s 
argument. That being the else, he could not do 
otherwise than surrort th" motion tbat the 
Chairman's ruling be disagreecl to. 

Question-That the Chairman's ruling be dis­
agreed to-put and negati1·ed. 

* Mr. GIVENS: He noticed from the report 
that corporal punishment was inflicted r·n a 
prisoner in Btisl:Jane Gaol for a breach of priwn 
discipline-namely, insubordinate cvnduc. and 
language. He supposed the vrisoner diubeyed 
some warder or somebody el<·~, which was not a 
very brutal offence. Yet fur that he was ,,en­
tenced to the brutal >1nd degrading ]mn· ·:hme.1t 
of flogging, practica'.!y without any trial at all. 
The Hon. the Attorne.y-Generallnd a"ured the 
House on a rec~·n~ occasion that he did not ap­
prove of that ptmi.,hment being· inflicted for 
breaches of pri., Jn d;Jcipline; but hon. lllembers 
found from the report th:tt it had been inflic:ed 
in some cases fur t·ery slight breaches. 

The Ho1nJ SECRFJT.\RY : There were only 
eleven casPs in the whole year in all the jJrisuns 
uf the colony. 

J\fr. GIVE;-;s: E trlitr in tln se:"iun they 
were a·sured by the medical superintcndenr, 
through the .\ttorney-GenE ::Ll, that flogging WhS 

not nearly "' brutal a puni.-hment as people 
generally imagined, and that blood was never 
drawn, and yet hon. members had cnnclusive 
proof at th:tt time that blood was drawn, and 
that the punishment was mo~t degrading and 
brutalising. If prisoners were prop, rly managed 
there should be no need for such a brutal form of 
punishment. Another point to which he wished 
to direct attention was tk't the amount of 
work performe:l for prison purposes last year 
WB'l £!1,832 Ss. Sd., and the amount they were 
now asked to vote \Vas £23,570, so that t'~e total 
cmt of their prisons for the year would be 
J3:i5,411, and as against that they h:td only a 
little over £7,800 for work performed for the 
various Government depr~rtents, and actual ca'h 
recei vcd for stock, produce, etc. If a proper 
syst~m were pursued, the large nu m bcr of able­
bodied men wlwrn they had in their gaols should 
be able to support themsel vt \Vhy s'i)ouhl 
they not be mrcdP. to clear and improve land 
belonging to the Stat.e, and to grow the produce 
which was required by different departments? 

The HmiE SECRETARY: What about competing 
a,;ainst the farmer? 

Mr. G IVENS : 'When the Government were 
t•roducing produce for their own use, they were 
not competing against farmers or anybody else, 
and if that were done the farmers who wme now 
taxed for the support of prisoners would not 
have to contribute towards their support. He 
should like also to direct attention to what hod 
frequently occurred at Stewart's Creek Gaol in 
1895. He did not know whether it was done 
now, but at that time he knew, from his own 
personal knowledge, that visitors, both male and 
female, belies generally of the "toff" '< ariety­
some of them barmaids-were brought round 
the establishment three or fuur days a month, 
and marched round the eaol, all the doors being 
thrown open and every prisoner being required 
to stand at attention while those people st:1red 
at them through their eyeglasses. A man might 
be in there for a very trivial offence, bnt he 
would be for ever branded by thode people, who 
might be his inferiors, as a gaolbird. He should 
like to know from the Home Secretary whether 
he intended to make such an alteration in the 
system of punishments as would do away with 

flogging, the dark cell, and solitn.ry ccnfinement 
for breaches of prison discipline, us promised 
wme time ago by the Attorney-General. 

The ATTORNEY-GENLRAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge, ll£c.tanoa) thought the hon. memher 
made rather a bnad a•.··,ertion in saying that he 
b"d promis"d that the punishment of flog,ing 
should l-e abolished fm· breacbc·'· of pri•on 
discipline. \Vhat he stated was that he would 
reprej-ent strongly to his hon. colleague, the 
1-Iome Secretary, that flogging should not 
be resorted to except as a de1·der ?'essort. 
He had taken the tron\>le to make inquiries of 
the Yi~iting justice of tl e Brisbane and St. 
Helena ,,,cabli:hments-a m:m whom he had 
known for many year:-::, a~-:d \vho w"~s as humane 
a man ""any in the colrny, aud '' ho would hold 
snch a thing acl the chaperonh:g- of idlers to view 
pris.,ners in abhorrence. Mr. J\Ioreton bud told 
him thgt flc•gging could not be ordered by a 
visitircg jnstic" on his own authPrity. It lJad to 
receive the s.mction of the Home Sec' etary, 
to whom the depositions were sent, that he 
n1ight se' wh8ther such a lmni~bn1r:>nt as that 
should take place. He bad found out, also, that 
in serious cases of that sort the visiting justice 
was alwayo accompanied by ono of the p)]ice 
tm.gist.rates of Brisbane; and the only case be 
could find in which a pnnislmrent of the ki11d 
had been inflicted was tba t of a man ycho was 
absolutely incorririble. He strongly reprubated 
the use of the lash in any but the nm,t extreme 
cases, and he was quite sure the Home Secreb:.ry, 
who had as much human syu]!nthy as him. elf, 

_would r.ot, sane ion such a puni:Jnuent, except 
in such ca~es. He had not undertaken to 
answer for his colleague that no such punish­
ment woul<l be inflicted, but that he would 
represent to him what his own opinions w;;ru, 
and that if it was found necessa.ry in a.ny 
extreme case to S>lncticn such a punichment, 
the in"trument used should be of a ler; formid­
able char:J.ctc·r than that \\ hich had been referred 
to in the debate. He should aloo say tlht he 
had seen the Comptroller of PriHon;., who, be 
was sure, was not in that poJition when the 
occm-r._nce t,J which the hon. member for Cairns 
referred took place, and Ci1ptain Pennefather 
assured Lim that since he h.;d had anything to 
do with the gaol a,, ComptriJller he had never 
seen bl<.xl dr.;wn. 

Mr. GIVElSS: I thought it w:cs the medic~] 
officer \> ho ,aid that. 

'rhe A'rTORNl<;Y-GE:NERAL: No ; Dr. 
\V ray said he had nrover seen the trne skin cut. 

The HOi\:LI<; SECRETARY: }<'lugging was 
only resorted to in very ex tr(me C.l.·•es. There 
was one c1se where the man's reccrd was as bad 
as anything that could be imagined in the gaol. 
Kindness and e;;rything else had beLn tried 
wilh him, and he wcs absolutely incorrigible. 
llefore he had taken office as Home Secretary 
that man had bem punishEd by flogging, and 
subsequently-in the \'ay des'cribed by the 
Attorney·Generall-the man was ordered a 
flogging by the visiting ju.;;tice accompanied by 
a police magistrate, and he Lad himself stopped 
tbat flogging, be<: .• nse he was not satisfied of the 
man's sanity. The man knew very well what 
be was a Lout, bnt he was of so violent a tempera· 
ment that when he was excit• d he becccme beside 
him;;;elf. H0 had c,cused him to be t'xamine i, 
and while cnme sairl he wa:, sane cthers had 
their doubts, and he had decided tb;>t the man 
should not be flogged. Thf only alternative was 
to send him to the asylum, where a specially 
prepared cell, costing £GO, was provided for him. 
The medical officers of the asylum had grave 
doubts whether he was insane or not, but his 
term of incarceration there had not expired, and 
he was doing much less harm there to himself 
and to other people. 
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Mr. GIVENS would like an assurance that 
the practice of allowin, the visiting justices to 
tuke friends with them to view the prisoners 
woulcl be stopped. 

The HO:YIE SECRETARY: It was not 
judicious to ~otop all visiting. Pu',Jlic men, for 
inStR,UCe', from the other colonic'S who desired to 
compare nntes on suc1 e•tablishments, might be 
allowed to vic,it our prisons, but he deprecated 
t.h: Yisiting by 1nere sight-s·xrs n.nd cnrio':iity~ 
mongers, and he was inLrmed thv.t that had 
b1 on stopped. 

Mr. J!'ISHER askel what oliences involved 

[1 a ] cm fin, ment in a cl 1rk cell for a 
.m. number of days? 

The HOME SECRETARY said they were 
disobedience of orders and acts of disobedience 
a: aint·t pri;)on discipline; but all tho items \\'0re 
set out in ih8 pricon rul?3 and n :sulntions. 

Mr. J<'ISHJ;;H,: It was generally recognised 
that confinr·nent in a cluk cell was conducive 
to in·cmity. \Vn« such confinement the cause of 
the ins c;;ity of the priPoner to whom the hon. 
gentleman had alluded? 

The HO:\i:E SECRETARY : No. That m1tn 
was no wor>e when h• left t,he gaol than when 
he entered it. 

Mr. GIVE;'-TS wi, ~wd to point out, before tile 
question ,va,s put, that inst~:1d uf t~wre having been 
only elc~,·en cases of puni ch•ncnt in a do"rk cell 
for breaches of prbon clisci;-'ine, last year there 
'vere no lc--<'3 than twcntyHtheee, and three (,f 
those were fem ;le.~. It \..vas a E -..V,·l'e refiPction on 
their system of pris:m diccipline that they cou]cJ, 
not keep order without h:cving recourse to such 
a barbarous f<Jrm of pnni,hrnent. 

The HOME i::lECitETARY s;id it was only 
resorted to in extreme c:lse,J, and they m '1st have 
some punishment for bn'.~ches of prison dis­
cipline. 

(~uestion put and passed. 

REFO!ti\!ATORIES. 
The HOME SECRETAUY mo,·ed that 

£!,201 be granted for reformatorie ·, The ',>to 
showed a total bcrease of £1,7DG, mccde up as 
follows: \Ves· brook, £40{); Deebing Creek, 
£270; River \Tiew, £1!JO; and Yerongv., ,£700; 
against which there was to be c<et off " dez~rease 
of £GO at Toowomnb,.. The lmildingJ at \Ve,t­
brouk were being· proceeded with. l\Ir. Rich­
mond, the new superintenden•, he believed to be 
a very excellent man for the position, and he had 
every hope that :he would maintain the same 
gnod tone in the reform>J.~ory as had always been 
the ca,,e under Mr. \V assnll-and that was 
saying a good deal. 

Mr. McDOXNELL suggeooted that they should 
now adjourn, ns a very good night's work bad 
been done. 

The HOME SECRETAHY ,aid itw:~sunder­
stood last nig·ht that they should get through the 
llnn1e Secrdtary's Estim,;.tes to-IJight, and he 
Raw no reason to go b~1ck on that understanding. 
Very little progre.~s lnd been made, and he was 
surprised at the long speeches some hen. mem­
bers hac] made on c Jmparativel:c small matters. 

Mr. :FISHER urged the hon. gentlemr•n in 
char_;e of the E·;timates to adjourn, a' there were 
important items coming on-charitable o.llow­
ances and other mt>tters-which should be fully 
discussed. 

Mr. McDONNELL: Do you intend to go right 
through the vote ? 

The HOYIE SECRETARY: That was the 
announc<mwnt m~de last night. It would be 
impossible to get through the session before 
Chriotmas if long speeches were indulg-ed in. 
Hon. members could take their choice-either to 
curtail their speeches or sit up until the early 

hours of the morning to get through the 
bnsiness. l~ither one or the other must be 
done. 

Mr. KERn noticed that the sum voted for 
Riverview bst year y,·as £250, and this year 
£700 was a,cked, and £700 for Yeron0a. The 
increase seemed a very high nne. If so many 
boys and girls were now dt<itute, they would 
probatly he asked to vote thousands next y< 1r. 

The H0:\1E SECRETAUY: The reason for 
the inert lee ,;as that last year the vote proved 
<J.nit-3 inadequate. 

Mr. KERH: ·what L; the number of boys at 
Rivr,rview! 

Th9 HO:VIE SECRETAitY explained th"t 
these ref .rmatories were only started lust year, 
and it was imp~'-sible to give a correct estimate 
of what the crJst would be. 'fhe number of boys 
there w.ts about; twenty-eight. 

J\Ir. 1\IcDONN.ELL asked who was in charge 
of these schools ? 

The HO:YIE Sl:DCRETARY : They were in 
char,;re of the Salvation Army officers, and only 
Sd. per day per head was paid by the Go­
vernment. The imtitutions v;ere very well 
managed. 

Mr. STEPHBNSON (Ipswich) asked if the 
Government could get anyone to act as matron 
and ,uverintendent at Deebing Crc~k at £10 a 
y0ar? 

The HOME SECRETARY: That w"'' the 
amount given by the Government, but there 
were local contribution", and the institution was 
managed by a committee. So much per head 
pJr diem was pa,id for these coloured children. 

Mr. LESI~A referred to a previous question 
'"keel by him in referenre to the employment of 
th2 young ab•riginals at Deebing Creek in the 
work of ringbarking. 'l'he Home Secretary had 
replied that it was not proposed to interfere. A 
large ;,um of money w.1s now being spent yearly 
in ende ,vouring to stave off the ultimate fate of 
the aboriginals of the colony, who must of neces­
,,,ity die out, and he thought that money could 
be much more profitably spent in other direc­
tions. The employment of the aboriginals in 
question was cau,ing some dis,atisfaction in the 
district, bem.me they entered into competition 
with white people. He entered his protest 
against any such thing b ing Jlo''' eel. 

'fhe HOME SECRE'l'ARY was quite sure 
that the hon. member's viewJ in reference to the 
aboriginals would not meet with much sympathy. 
He had no intention of interfering in the 
direction the hon, member indic'1ted. He 
thought they ha'l, as '~race, great deal of leeway 
to make up in their treatment of the aboriginak. 
The Deebing Creek StaLion was a very bright 
example of what might be done with the 
aboriginals. They had, out of their own earning-s, 
become posPc<Jcd of a farm, and it was ultimately 
hoped that they would make the station self­
supporting. 

J\Ir. S'fEPHENSON unrlerstood that when 
the Government medical officer at Ipswich wa~ 
appointed, the Deebing Creek Ab,>riginal ]\fis­
sion Station did not exL t. That officer had now 
to attend anY cac,~,s of sickness at the station. 
Did the Home SeJretarv not think it would be a 
fair thing to make him some extra allowance for 
that work? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The Govern­
ment medical officers had to attend 

[1·30 a. m.] to the aboriginals, but it was not 
severe on the medical officer at 

Ipswich, as another medical man did a great deal 
of gratuitous attendance on the aboriginals, in 
addition to which the station was not far away. 

The CHAIRMAN: under Standing Order 
171, I call upon the hon. member for Ipswich, 
Mr. Stephenson, to relieve me in the chair. 

Mr. STEPHENSON thereupon took the chair, 
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Mr. FISHER wished to know how it was 
that •.e:hile in places of not half the imporbcnce 
of Gympie the Government medical officers 
received £100 per annum, the officer at Gympie 
only received £!)0, although he had to attend to 
the aboriginals? 

The HOME SECRETARY: That was qui'e 
a different question. They hfld all to attend to 
the aboriginals. Tbe proper place to a,k the 
question with regard to the remuneration of the 
Uoverntnent n1edical officer8 was on the vote for 
Governm.mt medical officer,, 

1\Ir. l{ERit said that ·;_~JC Govern1nent n1edicJ.l 
oflicer at Isisford w. s given a certain fEe to 
examire the :1-boriginah. 

The Hmm SEOHETARY: He does not get a 
salaPy, He is paid by fees. 

1\:Ir. KERR asked if his report had been re­
ceived yet? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The report had 
not come to lHmd yet. 

Ml'. McDON:'-fl..;LL asked what education 
did the girls in the reformatory :tt TooY:oomba 
receive, and from whom? He also wished to 
know whether inquiries were made as to the 
respectability of the p<·rsons to whom tho '8 girls 
\Vere sent to work. 

The HOME SECRETARY replied that the 
instruction was gin·n by Mi-s Blaney. The 
superintendent \Va;:; re-lJnnsible for the characters 
of the persons to whom licenses were issue.:l, :tnd 
on his rec )mtnendation lic\:.:n8es were iBsuecl by 
the Go\ ern or in C' mncil. Ocusionally mi,takes 
migbt he made, but the mpe,·intencle:Jt had 
power to cmcel an agreement at anv time. 

Mr. 1\IcDONNELL supposed that the girls 
could be visitd like the orpb<>ns? 

The HOJY11~ SECHETAitY: Yes. It was 
propooed th.,.t Mr. \Vasw!l, the )ate superinten­
dent at Lytton Reformatory, shGuld under· 
ta,ke the duties of vi~,itin0' lliR. i'-,tL'~f" all over the 
colony. It was a l<1.hour of kve on hi; p ,:t, He 
kept up it coneepondence with all the boys who 
had been under his care, with very excellent 
effect. 

At 1'38-
Mr. F ITZGEllALD called attention to the 

state of the Corumittee. 
Qur>l um formed. 
Mr. BTE\VAHT did not agree with the hon. 

member for Clermont ith regard to the treat­
ment of hborigi1 als. Tf they could clo anything 
to improve their condition it w .. s their duty to 
do it. Frmn being a h tp~)y and contented 
people they h~d reduc0d them to a state of 
degradation. The indictnknt rrade by t.he 
Home Secretary that co•,trct with the white 
rc'J· lud degradg,rJ the black<, wns one of thE most 
serious that could be rai,ed, and som~thing 
ought to be att· mpted to rai-e the bhc!c race in 
thi · c··lony. He wa.; glad to hc .r from t.he 
Home Se:cretary that Lorne o~ the blacks had 
stn·ted to cultivate the roil .-nd own li. tl farms 
of their own. He tt usterl that that se,.! of thing, 
instea ·! of decreasing, would increa D ; but Le 
had verv little hope of g, 

Question put :tncl pa• s• .l. 
DUNWICH Bc"lEVOJ.Er<;T ASYLc)L 

The HO:i'.TE SEOimTARY moved that 
£15,53l be ~;ranted fJr the Dun·.dch Be .. e­
volent 1\ yhnn. There was an incrf'ase 
here of £1,G37, principe.lly in cnntingencie", 
owing main~y tn the incre?ustd ntunber ef 
allowanc,s at t'w re le of ils. 1:er week in lieu< f 
going to DtunvicL. 'rhPre, w~t:3 also ~n incr.',tse 
in the s clary of the aqistant. superintendeut to 
£50 ; bmtman, from £3!1 to £52; and head 
attendant, £80 to £!30. The IJrovi.· ion w;;s m. a de 
for two m~Jc nurses at £52 each; but it was 
intended instead to appoiut, in place of one of 
these, a female nurse. Hon. nLrnbers were 
familiar with the method adopted of allowing 

old age allowances instead of going to Dun­
wich; but if they wished for more information 
he should be glad to give it. 

Mr. STEYV.\RT askEd if it was true, as 
reported in the Pr,ss, that a man named 
Andrtw MeDmmott vas not visited by the doctor 
at Dunwich until after Lis death, although the 
wardsm: n mod ho:.d wardsman reported Rome 
day .. befOl e th .. t the man was sick? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The siatcmc.1ts 
contained in the report rcferr.ccl to by the hon. 
member were rl.eniec'l by the medical sn,cr· 
intendent. 

Mr. STEWAR'l' asked if ttn medic:tl snrer­
iLtendent kc·pt ,, record of bis vi~its to r:atients? 

'l'he HOME SEOIU;TARY: A record wns 
ker,t of all the<" w':o were c.ick in a ward, and 
alLo a record of the doctor's visits to the ward, but 
he ·was doubtf··l if entri•'S were made of vhits in 
individual cases. 

Mr. BTEW ART: Another statement made 
in the Press was that a bLtck man wa.R adnritted 
as a leper :·,t the station, and that the doctor 
told a man named BeaYer, who undertook to 
l<>ok after the leper, that he could sleep :tt the 
institution where the rest of the inmates slPpt, 
without any arra11gements Leing made for disln .. 
fecting him. 

Tbe Ho~JE SECRETARY: That is not cJrrect. 
1\Ir. STl<;W AE'r: H wa' further stat:,d that 

a few ila ~.~:J before the lepr·r vas g';)ing at lar gp, on 
the jet!y,looking-out fc.r a stearn<r to take him 
back to llri,.bqnc to hL' nmtef, Rnd that a warder 
e·1ticed him b. cri: to the· '.a tic 1 again, also th,lt 
the man in char~;· of the ratient had his break­
fsst iu the m:'·"srconl without u.:::derzoing any 
proce& of fumigation whatever. 

The HOME SJ<:C~RETAHY: The black leper 
referred to was eent to the staLion temporarily 
prior to being remo> ~d to Friduy hland. He 
'\ ~s !lOt rigbt in his head, and tb(.ugh hann1e:.;t>, 
he c:nsed r.., gr-._at deal of trouble, ~ometirnf:s 
gettinJ on to the beach notv,;ithstandi: 'S the 
effurts llH1<le 1 > k, ep him under Control, 
Al:.::ough he d'd g._ t on to the jetty on one 
occasion, he did not. conw into contact with any~ 
body. Dr. Smith gave a geneml dur,i:.l to the 
s• atements containLd in the rer ort, but he !L.d 
asked the dcct.or to give more detailed inft.rnm­
tion dealinrc with each statement c.-.-.tegnically. 
That rq1nrt had not yet bt en receivPJ. 

l\Ir. STK\VAH!l': Anoth·r sta\ewent was 
with re-gard to a urine ta;1k, but he understand 
th;ct that had been rem cr. ,_.d out of .ight. Then 
there was a v.~atement that the storekeer:er got 
hi.i goods fron1 Brisbane free of carrin-ge 1 and 
charged the inn.r.tes an advance of 50 per cent. 
on to\\-D pric( .~. 

'I'he Ror.:E SECRETAHY: That I know to be 
false, and I explained the whole matter in reply 
to quutinns a'ked in the Hnu: 2. 

Mr. STE\VART: lie b r, ved that a no tic" 
h.-,d been put up in the asy lnm to the effect that 
tin}· inm' te \• bo- l'<;te to t~wne\vsr,aptrs: or g _,.ve 
infonuat.inn to any 1;erson outftide the institu! ion 
1'dore makLg a cn,:plaint to the elector, would 
b8 cxpdled. Did the hen. gentlerr,m think that 
.,, )S ,,: p!'r·pcr t~:ing to do? 

'Iho HO::\IJ<; SECRE'Ic\H.Y was not aware 
th:).t a.Ey such no:_~ce h" ·l been put. np in th! 
inbt ltution, but really it SE 'med to him that, 
irrespective of the pen-lty which it \Vfls ::.:.tid 
woull be incurred, it \Vas U!idl>ir.-,hL th;[t 
inn tles should ;nit·. b th~ Prh,, wht !.her their 
cr-:mplaints vn:ro well fo•Jnded or not, ,,,.i~hout 
flrst taking the. p!:'O!Jf:r F ~£I~-3 to b'~t redreRB. 
If they' ,mlcl n< ~ ,;et redrees from the meJb.l 
sur ,rint., 'ldent, they should write to the Home 

Secretary or hio Under Secmtary, 
[2 a. m.] and if they were not satisfie·l, then 

it would be time enough to ventilate 
their grievances through the Press. He thought 
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anyone who wished the institution well would 
deprecate, as he did, the encouragement of those 
complaints by a section of the Preos for sensa­
tional purposes. 

Mr. STEW AltT asked how it came v,bout that 
the medical superintendent made no mention 
whatever of the hpers in his report? 

The HO hiE SECRETARY explained that it 
v. as no" as medical superintendent of Dunwich 
that Dr. Smith h \d ch.1rge of the lepers. It was 
a separate ofhce, for which ho got £100 a year 
extra, and he made quarterly reports to the 
Ministf'r, which were sent on to the Board of 
Health. 

Jl.fr. LESINA asked for information \dth 
respect to the death of a lunatic nameu Chaj,pel, 
who had fallen off the jetty and had been 
drowned. In answer to a question he had asked 
on the subject in the Hou ,e, the Home Secretary 
had said that there had been no verdict in the 
case; but that the evidence had beon forwarded 
to the Department of Justice, He wished to 
know if there wa~ any fnr,lher information :tvail­
able, as it appeared that the man had lost his life 
through lack of attention on the part of those 
who should have looked after him. 

The HOlV:!J~ SECRETAltY: The man was 
not a lunatic, but a person of weak intellect. A 
man h'd been told off to look after him, and 
while he was for a short time in one of the wards 
on some other urgent duty Chappel, who at the 
time he w~s left wrcs at sorrie conRiderable dio­
tance from the jdtty, disappeared, anrt it wa,3 sub­
scqnentl.v discovtrd tlnt he had fallen off the 
jetty. There had, perhaps, technic'llly been 
smne n\ gle~t, bat there wr., '3 no suspicion of 
suicide in the case, and th~ man Inight have 
gone on to the jetty a hundred times without 
falling off it. 

Mr. LESINA: The facts of the case had 
rtcently been stated in a r.ewspaver substan­
tially as tse hon, gc:ntleman had stated them, 
The man's death might be laid at the door of the 
medical superin~endent, as i: haC! evidently 
been due to a h1ck of proper atkntion to a 
man of w ... ·tk intdleet; ar.d with the number of 
pm<ons th,·re someone might well have been told 
off to !cok after that man ail the time. He 
thou;;ht there "'"··rid be more c.~out it, and 
the evidence in the ea e should be laid on the 
table. 

The HoME SECRETARY : I will be very glai 
to show it tu the hon. meh1ber if he wants to 
see it. 

Mr, LESINA nntictd by the report that a 
number of the people at Dunwich had to be 
Rccommodated in t nts which, as tb• y had b"en 
occupier! sincB 1892, were worn out, He wished 
to know whether it was intended to provide 
more accommodation, 

The Ho1m SECRETARY : A new ward was 
opened 1 he other ct1y. 

Question put and passed. 
STEA:JIER '' OTTER." 

The HOME SECRETARY mo1·ed tho.t 
£3,339 br granted for the steamer " Otter," 
ThBre was no 7' lter-tion in t.he vote. 

l\fr. LESINA . . >.s~~eL~ if it w~s Cl!13tmnary to 
le• d that stcr,mer t' members of Parliament to 
go picnicking dovm the luy with their friend?. 

The HmiE SECRBTARY ; Y:es. 
l\.Ir, LESINA: \Yas it true tlut Mr. Mac­

don,tld~PPters )n, one v: the 1ncnbers for Bri&M 
bane N ortb, had had the u 'e of the lv>a t some 
m on~ ~s ago for a sclma pp 'r fishing excursion. 

Th0 HOME SECRETARY: Very probably. 
Many on both sides have had it. No distinctinn 
is drawn. 

Mr, KERR a3ked who were the hon. mem­
bers sitting on his side of the Chamber referred 
to. 

The HOM:BJ SECRETARY explained that 
the steamer had been placed at the diBposal of 
member~ on both sides of the House, but he 
could not give the names of the hon. member,; 
who had used the vesseL 

Mr. KERR thought the members on his side 
who used the steamer were members of friendly 
societies, 

The H0:\1E SEORET~\RY: That nas pro­
bably correct. 

Q11estion put and passed. 
CHARITABLE ALLOW.\NCES. 

The HOl\1B SECRETARY moved that 
£72,400 be granted for charitable allowances. 
There was a C)nsidorable h1012ase in this vote. 
The amount of £250 fur the Brodribb Home, 
Tt'owoombv,, appeared on the Estimate3 for the 
first 1im~. For hospitoJs gc,neral!y, there was an 
increase of £5,000. the vote Ia,.t y0ar having l een 
found insufficient. 

nh. KERit: 'What about the £800 for an in­
spc,;;~or? 

The HOME SECRETARY: That was a new 
appointment, but it would not be filled until 
the vote was passed. That officer, it was 
thought, would relieve the Minister of a great 
decl of work in c mnection with the hospitals 
throughout the colony, ~tnd he would probably 
in vc,tigate the applications for the 5s. a w•ek 
allowance, He thought this officer would be 
able to effect a great saving to the colony. 

::\Ir. LESINA asked whether this officer would 
v1slt charit:tble institutions? 

The HOME SECltETARY: Yes. 
Mr. LESIN A ;•sked whether he would inves­

tig ;te private charitable institutions? 
The HOlV1E SECRETARY: Yee, if they 

received Governrnent endowment. 
Mr. LESIN A asked if the Brisbane City 

Mi 'lion received anv endowment? 
The HO)i:E SEORET},RY did not think so. 
Mr. Ll<;SI~'>i"A thought the appointment of this 

offic.·>r would be an excellent thing. AmongBt 
other things, he ehould step in and inve,tigate 
the affairs of the Bri,bane City Mi,;sion, as that 
mi·csion cnlleckd large sums from the public, 

Mr. STEW ART had no objection to the 
apnointment of this officer, but he thought tbe 
"aiary out of all proportion to the duties he 
\vould bl3 cdkd ·L1pon to perform. He aE:ln.d what 
this offi.Ler's duties ">l"oul.J be 1 \V a.s any provision 
made for thrct officer tnvelling? He would be 
no nRe if he did not. 

The HOlV!J~ SEOTIETARY: Of course when 
he travelled he would receive the u,oual allowance 
for an officer of his grade. The officer would be 
a medical msn of high standing, and of large 
experic ~ea in charitable and ho,pital wnrk. 
Every charitable imtitution which received 
Government aid would be under hi' inspection, 
and he was f1,ti'lfied the offic. r would save three 
or four times his salary in the first year. 

Mr. STEvV ART wae quite satidled with the 
explanati•m. He bad no idc-, the officer was to 
b a medical man. He would like to know how 
L uc~1 rnoney wa'3 ~pent on inebriat~ asyl:-1ms? 

The HOME SECRETAEY: Notlnng had 
1,ed: spent. It wao intended to conYert the Dia­
mantha Orphanage buildings into an asylum, but 
that we, temporarily occupied by the rcforma,tory 
boys. He hid rece'ved considerable gratuitous 
assistance from a nurnber of gentlnnen in 
reference to rep< rting upon the snitabi'ity of the 
building and 1nakh.g suggestions, and the 
inves•igations vvcre beint{ cnntinut·d by J)r. 
\V ray, He hoped to see the institut:on started 
when 1he building w:,s vacated. 

Mr, MoDONNELL: In c,nswer to a question 
he had asked on the Sth November in reference 
to the number of inebriate institutions in e~~ist~ 
ence the Home Secretary had replied "two." 
He would like to know where they were. 
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The HoME SECRETARY: One at the Brisbane 
hospital and one at Dunwich. 

Mr. KJ<;RR: From what he had seen of the 
inebriate patients at Dunwich, the only treat­
ment they seemed subject to was w·a,hing. \Vhat 
was to prevent those p1>.tients from getti'1g grog? 
He thought they should not be mixed up 
with the Dunwich inmates, but should have a 
separate institute. 

Mr. l\lcDONNELL : According to a further 
answer he had obtained from the Home Sec:e­
tary, only thirteen people bad been treJ.tcd under 
toe Inebriates I~>stitmions Ace. He considered 
the treatment of inebriates a most vie a] question, 
and the Act should be pnt into force seriously. 
He understood that a gentleman who conducted 
a private institution near Brisbane had offered 
to the Home Secretuy to tc.ke in some of the 
worst drunkards in Brhbane. He guarunteerl 
to treat them, and if he could not cure them 
he asked for no reward. He knew that gentle­
man had made some most remarkable cures. 

The offer "hi eh was reported tc 
[2·30 a. m.] have been made to the Government 

appmred reasonable, but they really 
required a St~,te institution where inebriate,; 
could be systematically treated. There were 
hundrerh of inebriates who were sent to prison 
at great expense to the country, and, seeing they 
had passed an Act for the reform11.tion of lhose 
people, it should be put into dLctive operation. 

'fhe HOMI~ SECRETARY was quite alive 
to the desirability of such an in,titntion. \V hen 
the Act was passed Sir Horace Tozer had ex­
pected that a number of private retreats would 
be established, but that had not come about, 
unfortmntely. Arrang~menh had been just 
about com]Jleted fnr the ui ]isation of the 
Diamantin't bnildi~g" as an Inbbriates' Home 
when the bnildir ?S \V ere re11nired for rnoLher 
purpose. At the '!lme tim'· he '''"-' not satisfied 
that those buildings or their situation were at Jl 
suitahle for the purpose, and that wng why he 
had not sanctioned nny expenrlitnre. \Vith 
re:;,trd to 1\Ir. C:tnlfield, the hon. member's 
inf\,rmalion "as not correct. Mr. Caulfield had 
writt"ln a gre:tt many letters to himself and t<l 
his colleague:,:, He askeLl £25 for three weeks' 
treatment in each case; but he, in hL, capaclty 
as Home S cretary, did no~ fed jc<stified in 
accepting that offer, and had made a sporting 
offer that he shonU pick out four hard c:,ses, 
paying ?.Ir. C ,u]field £12 10s. e,t the cud of six 
months, the remaining £13 10s. to be paid at 
the end of twelve m011 ths, pr<lvided there was no 
hpse in the m8'mtime. Ho-.:;ever, Mr. Cauli:ield 
wanted cash clown, as he contende!l that he hat.! 
b.mght the secret of the cure for the purpose of 
making money. 

M:r. FISHER said that I\Ir. Caulfield, on a 
visit t•J Gympie, offered to take av. :cy three of 
the harde"~ c 's', s to prove the efiicacy of his 
treatment, and hi:s terms were "No cure, n0 
pr.y." According to the Pre"s report , he accused 
the Home Secretary of being a mo,:t inhumane 
man, who \vould give no considAra tion to the 
question. A more energetic advertiser of his O',-,'n 

cure he never knew tlun Mr. Caulfield. 
The HmiE SECRE'£ARY: He h pretty gocd at 

tha'. 
Mr. :FISHER: He understood Mr. Caulficld 

had bad rerson 'I experience. There wrre many 
people who thought the Governmenc ought to 
have givf"n l\Ir. Caulfield n1ore rmcour ·~_;errwnt. 

The HOME SECI-tETARY : He did not 
disparage Mr. Caulfield or his sysc:cm, On the 
contrary, he had ecnt persocs \\ Lo h.td means to 
pay for their own trec,tment to that gentleman; 
but he did not see how he could recommend the 
payment of £25 for the treatment for three 
weeks of all the drunkards in the colony. They 
could not test the efficctey of the cure without 

the lapse of time, and without dealing with a 
number of case~; but to pay £25 f,,r three weeks' 
treatment was exce >ive, no matter what the 
cure was. 

Mr. McDON'NELL: ne knecv of many 
citi.wns of Brisbane who had been cured by Mr. 
Caulfield. 

'rhe HOME SECRETAllY: Y, "' I know some of 
them pretty well. 

Mr. McDON'NELL: They I' ere in thi; poRi· 
tion: They were suppo•<ed to lnve an i11Btitntion 
that lhey !1ad not, and as they were not trP;,ting 
the inebriates themselves th<y might gi,·e this 
f'ysl;:.tm a trial. The condit:!.ons offered by the 
Home Secreta> y Were not rea','Dnable. 'I'bey 
were not such a" J\1r. Canlfield could accept. 
L~t the h·,n. ge 1tlenwn offer that gentleman 
something· near his own terms. 

The HO:\iE SECRETARY: It was for Mr. 
Caulfield to demonstra'e the value of his cure, 
and to satisfy the public tLat it was good for a 
long period of yeare, in order to justify the 
p;,yment of anytl.ing like such a sum as £25 for 
three •7, eeks' treatment in e~ch nse. All he 
a~ked was that Mr. C&nlfield should show by 
statistics that his cure was g•Jod for twelve 
monlbs; but be W<·nld not abate his tern;s. If 
the man was a philanthropist ~nd desired to 
do good to Li< fell01u, h.e wou:d bo very 
well content to dii<clme the secret he 
lud purchu ,ed, rmd take an appointment under 
t!le Grn:ernJnent to 1nan~ge an institution, 
though he did not say that he \\'as going- to 
offer J\Ir. Canlfield ,,nch a pc,';ition. Mr. 
Caulfield, howe-ver, looked ::tt the matter in a 
Yery different light; he "aid he had a p< rfect 
goldrnine in his ~L~~:ret; that it wet~ a speculatkn, 
and that there .,,as a lot of nwn00 in it, and he 
v, as going to rnake it out of the Goverurnent. 
He certninly ,- '" n<;t prepar-,d to deal ,,·ith 1\Ir. 
C lUlfi~"'ld 01:.. his O'A'n Lrnn~, esp~::c~aliy in the 
abSOl':ce t f any .s~,ati:::tic~ proving the P'- r . .nanet~cy 
of his cur:'. 

Mr. STE\V X;:: 'I' regretted very mneh th::tt l:e 
\\ w on tbat HJ."Ltte~~ comp._llci to supp~Jrt the 
}forne s~crc.tr-..ry. T~H y bad no evidence before 
them that :Mr. C '.ulfidd',; cure woull reform a 
drunkard, and it wc:uid be a aste of puhlic 
n1oney to give hhn his t;__ran. If a drunkn.rd 
de,ired to b, reform· i lL c uld •ff•ct that by 
ah:.tndoning h' ,, A~L habits of drinking, and 
shuwing .ome lllOn'Ll8t:1n1ina. On the ,subject of 

dru!!kenness in Australia, he could 
[3 a.111.] say he had 8een 1nore drunkenness 

in c:1e day in the old conntry than 
he hall se-~n in .t\usLralia s~nce he had c lille to it, 
and his ob',,3rmtion led bim to cons;d,r the Aus­
tralian JX pl a fober people. 

Mr. LESINA understood that 1\Ir, Caulfield 
had me de a propo: i'ion to the Premier, the 
. \.ttorney-Gencrc,l, and the Home Secretary, p,nd 
from the statements whi~b had hJlc1eared in the 
Prce~, tl:e Premier and the Attorney-General 
f>tv<,u. ,cl t.lu proposition, and the Home Secre· 
htry was unsymp ·.~h ,·ic. Mr. Caulfield pro­
pose .1 to tale t\wn'y dise ,ed drunkards into his 
in-titute for twenty-five g-ni~:e:1~ L;.~h succ~ •>.,full:~"' 
L~ '.ted, acrd he "ti].lll ,~Hl t.:. ,at they shoulcl be per­
soli'" o w . .-re not t.'inte. wi;.,h crir:::!t-, bu 1 s}:ould 
not be in a position to pay for thdrown treat1nent. 
The,', st was to be borne by Mr. Caulfield him­
self if the c,s, were not RUCe< ,,fnl, anJ m, dica] 
Inen 1:-:ad to repo1t on tlv:-n1. It \\'ould bD a \vise 
thit!g if the::<3 exp·, rimf.nts ;,verP. undertaken, as 
the~- must be made smne tin12 or otller, and the 
Melbourne A :e reC( mhlE'n~ed that such experi­
mcn: be nLde. If they c,u]d cnredrunkardR, and 
turn them cut as respectable citizen,", it would be 
a grP'1t deal better than bringing immignmts here 
at the public expense. 'I.' he report of the Comp· 
troller of Prisons showed that la8t year there were 
9GO persons confined for drunkenness, but after 
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these drunkards, or most of them, were punished 
and came out of prison, they on1y went on the 
spree again. And ag&in, these 'ilen might marry, 
and their wive~ might ,,JJo be drnnkaris, and 
they would breed drunkards. £500,000 w.ts 
l'E'!eived last year from all ,,Jnrce; connected \''ith 
the liquor traffic, f"::td ~" psrtion of tha'. amount 
should be devoted to maldnc; these experiments. 
He did not kno" ,. hether :Mr. Caulfield was 
pcr;sessed of" successful cur0 or nob, but at all 
events hio system \V.ts worth a trial, becau; 3 if 
he cured twenty drunkardcl he conferred a lasting 
benefit on the community. It wac far preferable 
to spend monry in ths,t way than to keep 
drunkards in goal. A par!Lmentary eommitbe 
in Victoria h d recently recommended the 
adoption of c system some:• hat similar to Mr. 
Caulfield's, and he thought it wouid bA a very 
good plan if the GoHrnmet,t were to appoint a 
similar committe8 to consider the whole matter 
of the treatment of drunkards. 

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns) objected to gmnting 
the Caulfif:d InstiLute any ~mn of money. "No 
cure no p:cy" W":tS the eternal cry of th,• ubi· 
quitous quack. \Vhat g·um·ant>,3 wus thu.o thflt 
the institute w.'S conducted on scientific prin­
ciples, or that 1\Ir. Uaulfield wns not a quack? 
He objected to the time of the Committee being 
wasted in advertising Mr. Caulfield. They had 
no guar::cntee that he possesoed a cure that was 
worth nnything at nil. He commended the 
Home Secretary for having nothing to do ""ith 
the propcdtl which had been made. 

Question put and pas,ed. 
I'fE!J POSTPONED. 

The HOME SECUETARY understox1 that 
there was a desire to adjo"rn, some hem. mem­
bers wishing to s~y something upon the next 
item, shops and fact .. ries. On the und·.;rstanding 
that h(m, mHnb 'TS wuuld pt~::.3 thr<ngh the 
rernainir.; votes without unre.1sonable di~cussion, 
he would rnove the postponement of the v )te for 
the Chief Inspector of Shop' and J!'act ,rie:J. 

HONOURABI,E lii;:·mERS: H•:ar, heo,r! 
The IIOJIE f~I:~Cl\ETARY: l-ie thcr~fore 

moved that th.; ,. 'tu l.Ja postponed until after 
the vote. for ro~td.s; nLl bric\;;es. 

Questwn put and pa,sed. 

GOVERSlHEN'f MEDICAl. OFFICERS. 

The HO~I:E SE ORB r ~\.RY n1oved that 
£3,G25 be granted f,,r Government 

[3'30 a. m.] rnedic.J officers. The items of £~00 
for R 'ckhampton, £450 for Thur:­

day Island, :tnd £200 for Towmville were 1:ow, 
having previously appeared under the heading 
'' Quarc•.•1tine." There WLS a new item of £100 
for incidentals ft•r the Mfrlical Eoa.::l. Ther~ 
·were new appointments at Bu~'ktlo\vn and Port 
Douglas, £50, and t~,ere w::ts an incr-_a"·· of £)0 
at Cairns. Th 3 total increase in Lhe vote was 
£1,073. 

Mr. FISHER p0inted out that the Govem­
mentmedicalo1:1oer at Gym pie o:rly recci ,-~d £30, 
while th". officer~ in f r re._, ilnl-Jort~nt to~·ns 
r•c.ccived £100. He ''rked the hon. gentleman to 
p~omise ~h t Gyupie should be libuct:ly de .clt 
Wl!,h as tnc'·'-1 piaCPS. 

'fhe HO::YIE SECRETARY s .id th't th, 
muttc·t' had not pr.-_ vionsly come nnder hi< notice. 

Mr. J!'ISHER: I brought the que,tion up four 
yeai : ~x.go. 

The HOi-IE SECRETARY: At hrst ;,ight it 
did appear as if Gym pi" '··' 1 entitled to a lar;:er 
Sll!l1, and the 1nattrr \Yonld have his fa.v·our.tble 
con•ider.,.tion. 

Mr. FISHER. said tha'c Dr. Ryan was the last 
man to solicit a penny for himself. In that 
respect he was inc .mpar:cble. 

Mr. KIDRR a"ked how it was that an impor­
tant town like Earcaldine had no me1ical officer ? 

The HOMF. SECRETARY was under the 
impression that there was a medical officer at 
Barcaldine. In many places they were p<tid by 
fees, in which case they did not appear in that 
list. 

Mr. FITZGERALD noticed that important 
places like Longreach, Cbarleville, Hugbenden, 
Croydon, and Herberton were only down for 
.£30, whilst in l•hcc,: of less importance tho 
Government medical officers received £50. He 
would like to know the reason for the difference. 

Tl:e HO:ii.1E SECRETARY: The great body 
of these items stood LS ttey were. They had 
not been brought uncler his notice befo1 e; Lmt he 
would l• ok into them aml see if he could adjust 
them. 

Mr. LESJNA: He did not see any vote for a 
hcclth officer at C:lermont, which had a P"l,ula­
tion of about 2,000, and which, 01• ing to its 
water supply, should have stationed in it one of 
the bert medical officers in the colony. 

The HOME SECHETAEY: He was paid by 
fees. 

Question put and passed. 

MISCELLANEOUS SEl\VJCES. 

The HOME SECRETARY moved that 
£1R,940 be granted for miRcellaneous ~ervices. 
There was a ccnsiderable decreaRe in the vote, 
pritJCipally due to the fact that thr,re was no pro­
visiJn for a general election. Ther8 was a 
decrease of £1,000 for the Queensland Art Gal­
lery, which appeared in the Chief Secretary's 
Estimates, and of £50 for the Queensland 
Art Society, which had alw been trans­
fen·ed to the Chief Secretary's Department. 
This made up a total of £7,050. Against 
that there were certain increases. 'fbere was 
an increa;e of £1,500 in incidental and mbcel­
laneous L "":.:pense9. 

Mr. :FISHER: \Vh<>t does that item of £5,000 
include? 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was impos­
sible to say. It practically included enryt.hing 
right through the se\'ec·al departments which 
could not be charged (o anything ehe. There 
\Vt\S an inCl'i.::'aSe of c-:£j00 for CeiTH?teries, and of 
£iSOO for fire brigade;;. Then for the relief 'f 
aboriginals he asked for £2,500 more. He w~,s 
not certain tha~ it ·wou1 i a~l 1-.'3 r-..quir· d; !_,qt 
whatever wc,s d, ite would have to be done 
quickly. He h,d nwst distrecsir.g tales of men 
actuaUy rotting in t~~ \Vest for ,~-ant of atten­
tion. There was an inoreaee of £200 for ! he 
erection of pounds, and a grant of £50 to lhe 
Society for the Prevention of c, uel ty to Animal~ 
at Townsville. 

Mr. BARTHOLO:'l1E\V thonght the amount 
for the relief of aborigi1L ls \v·as a very l?rge one, 
and that they olwuld have wme report as to 
how it was expended. There .. ., ;1.1:1 an ab('righ al 
settle mcnt at Fraser I"! nd. but from what he 
had heard from persons ,,;];o bad visited the 
i. l,nd the blacks dd not do enough to supply 
the mselvcs. 

TL::- HOME SECRETARY had vircited Fraser 
I vhnci, o,nd could s y that there was very little for 
the abm 'ginals to do there. They gathered gum, 
and th~t was practically the only industry en 
tL;; ish.nd; the fL,hing w&s not good, and the 
forestry w:,cs a failure. He had su;,:gbted t > 
various clenomin;•.tions tltat they should take 
over the ::;ettlement as a mL-'3ion st::ttion, and the 
only oue that was grnne to tac~rle i~.:- ~et rned to be 
th<J Churcl1 of Englund, vvhich had no n1is~ion 
s•,tion in t'.e south· rn part of Queensland. lf 
th •t were done it would relieve Mr. Meston, and 
en~ble him to devote a gre~t deal more time 
going about the country as chief protectt,r of 
aborigines in the Southern part of the colony. 
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Mr. FISHER wiehed to have a little more 
information regarding the item of £5,000 fnr 
contingencies, which was a largP <>mount, seeing 
that there was provision mn,de for contincenci,s 
on every v,)te throughout theE Jtimates. 

The HOME SECRETARY said that last year 
there was expended from that vot•; £1,000 for 
expenses of police magistrates visiting in their 
own districts, £-100 for tra veiling expenses of 
relieving police magistrates, over £200 for fire­
wood, gas, furniture, nnd cleaning of police 
courts, £il50 clerical assistance for police courts 
throughout the colony, £l,COO for stamps for 
police magistrates and clerks of petty ses­
sions, c£GOO for expenseR of removal of police 
magtstrat€s anc1 clerks of petty sessions. 
Departmental clerical assistance, telephones, 

subscriptions to newspapers, petty 
[4 a. m.] cash, telpgrams, amounted to £650; 

salaries of typewriters, £150 ; 
Queensland LawJoU?'nal, £100; and the expense 
of sending those twenty-seven Chinese to Port 
Darwin was paid out o[ that vote aho, £150. 

Mr. KERR mentioned that an applic ,tion 
had been made from Isisford for :t new pound, 
and the sum offered by the department had been 
found to be too little. Had the hon. gentleman 
any information about that? 

The HOii!E SECRETARY: "\Ve are giving £200 
more, aud I think we can manage Isisford with 
that. 

Mr. LESINA asked if the hon. gentleman had 
any information with respect to the formation of 
a fire brigade at Clermont. He understood the 
secretary had wme £90 in hand for the establi.oh­
ment of a brigacl,,, and as he had wanted some 
information he {Mr. Lesina) had advised him to 
commnnicate v. ith the department, and he said 
he had done so. 

The HOM.E SECRETARY: Possibly he had 
done so, but he did not remember it, nor did the 
Under Secretary. 

Mr. MAXWlU,L hronght under the notice of 
the Home Secretary, when the Amending 13ill 
w.ts going through, the ndministration of the 
Aboriginals Protection Act in the Etheridge dis­
trict especially. He would like a definite 
promi"' that an inquiry would be madcc into the 
matter. 

The HOME SECRETARY admitted that 
the c"sA the hon. f;ontleman had pre\'iouHiy 
referred to was an extraordinary one. He had 
brought it under the notice of the Commission".r 
of Police, who would promptly inquire into it, 

Mr. LJ:;;SINA pointed out that the vote for 
the relief of ahoriginal'l was constantly growing, 
and they bad no mt<tns of knowing how tbe 
money was spent. 

The HOME SECRETARY said the pro­
tectors reported to him periodically, but made 
no annual report. He thought an annual 
report should be received from each of the 
principal protectors, that hon. memh';rS might 
!mow what was going on as they had to vote the 
money. 

Question put and p?'lsed. 
GRANTS IN AID m• ROADS ANil BRIDGES. 

The HO}IE SECRETARY mov d that 
£11,000 be granted for grants in aid of roads and 
bridges. There was an increase of £1,000 this 
year, and the vote, he thnught, would enable 
them to deai with all applications which should 
be granted, and make a clean start the following 
year. The system on which the monby was 
gr,o.nted for bridges was half for bridges over 
tidal rivers, and one-third for bridges crossing 
non-tidal streams. 

Mr. KERR: In wlu;,t districts was the money 
expended last time? 

The HOME SECRETARY said that the list 
was a long one. It comprised : Barron, Charle· 
ville, Daintree, Douglas, Einasleigh, Glengalln,n, 
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Goondiwindi, Hann, Herberton, Highfields, 
Hinchinbrook, Indooroopilly, Johnstone, Lam· 
ington 13ridge Board, Mackay 13ridge Board, 
Mar,JOchy, Middle Ridge Shire Council, 
Murilla, Nanango, Nerang, Nundah, Pine, 
Pnrga, Ravenswood, Ro•alie, Tinaroo, Walsh, 
Rosenthal, Stanthorpe, Tambourine, T>trampa, 
Tingalpa, vVangaratta, Widgee, Woothakata, 
\Vynnum, and Yeerongpilly; so the money was 
pretty well distribut8d. 

Mr. T!'ISHER thought that, if a little money 
were spent by the department in putting bridges 
across certain gullies, it would s~ve the Educa­
tion Department a considerable amount of 
m<,ney. 

The HO:\IB SECRETARY pointed out that 
the rp~ponsibility in this re,pect rested with the 
local authorities. 

Question put and passed. 
The Honse resumed ; the AcTING CHAIRMAN 

reported progress, and leave was given to sit 
a5ain on Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned at -i:15 a. m, 




