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Papers.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Tunspay, 7 NOVEMBER, 1869.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 8

o'clock.
PAPERS.
The following paper was laid on the table of
the House :—

Return to an order, relative to barristers
employed by the Crown in the Queens-
land National Bank prosecutions, made
by the House, on motion of Mr.
McDonald, on the 2nd mstant.

The following papers, laid on the table, were
ordered to be printed :—

Report on the geology of the West Moreton
or Ipswich Coal Field.

Report of the Chief Inspector of Distilleries.

Return to _an order, relative to fees paid to
Mr. W. F. Wilson, made by the House,
on motion of Mr. Dawson, on the 1st
mstant,

Return to an order, relative to block of land
on Lansdowne Rnn, made by the House,
on motion of Mr., Xerr, on the 26th

~ Octber last,

Return to an order, relative to valuation and
rents, Blackall and Tambo districts,
made by the House, on a motion of Mr.
Kerr, on the 26th October last,
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Return to an order, relative to proposed sale
of lands on Balnagowan Run, made by
the House, on motion of Mr, Curtis, on
the 26th October last.

Reports to the Land Court relating to the
Seaforth Estate, land agent’s district of
Mackay.

REMOVAL OF GEOLOGICAL MUSEUM
AND OFFICERS.

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon) asked the Secretary
for Mines, without notice—Is it the intention
of the Government to shift the Geological
Museunm and the officers of the Geological
Department out to the Kxhibition buildings?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
R. Philp, Townswille) replied—The matter is
now uuder the consideration of the Government.

MASTER OF TITLES.

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers) asked the
Attorney-General, without notice—If he has
appointed anyone to act in the place of Mr.
Gore Jones, who has recently been appointed
Acting Disirict Court Judee, and if he is aware
that thelegal profession is very much embarrassed
at the present time ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A.
Rutledge, Maranoa) replied—No one has been
appointed in Mr. Jones’s place, and no communi-
cation has been received by me from any member
of the jpublic complaining of any inconvenience
arising from his ahsence. I may say his judicial
duties have now been completed.

Mr. Dawson : Don’s you think someone else
should have performed his duties while he was
absnt?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I do not
think it was nece-sary. The rush of work is not
such a8 to necessitate anyone being appointed
for so short a time as Mr. (Gore Jones wus absent.

QUESTIONS.
ArpEckD DESERTERS FROM QUEENSLAND
CONTINGENT.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) asked the Premier—

1. How many volunteers belonging to the Queensland
Contingent have deserted from that body during the
fertnight preceding embarkation ?

2. What are the names and nationalities of the
deserters?

The PREMIER replied—

None.

NATIONALITY OF MEMBERS OF QQUEENSLAND

CONTINGENT.

Mr. LESINA asked the Premier—

1. Is it true that two stranded Swedish tourists at
Bundaberg were specially naturalised to enable them to
join the contingent of Queensiand Volunteers for the
Transyaal ?

2. Did any natives volunteer in the Buundaberg dis-
triet?

3. How many Germans, Frenchmen, Dutch, Swedes,
Jews, Russians, and Danes voluntecred ?

4. What is the percentage of native-born Queens-
landers in the contingent compared with all other
nationalities ¢

The PREMIER replied—

Information not available,

NUMBER OF MARRIED MEN IN
QUEENSLAND CONTINGENT.

Mr. LESINA: I would like to ask the
Premier, without notice——

The PREMIER : Give notice.

Mr. LESINA : T have already given notice a
week ago without getting the information to the
question with reference to the number of married
men in the contingent.

The PREMIER: I will reply to that ques-
tion,

Mr. Dawsox : Why did you say “ give notire”
before you heard the question ?
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The PREMIER : The information has been
obtained that there were forty-five married men
in the contingent,

DEEP LEVELS (CHARTERS TOWERS)
DEVELOPMENT BILL.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR

MINES (Hon. R. Philp, ZTownsville), it was
resolved— .
. That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider of the
desirableness of introducing a Bill to assist certain
persons to test, open up, and develop at deep levels
certain auriferous lands situated on the goldfield of
Charters Towers.

DISBURSEMENTS FROM THE AGENT-
GENERAL’S ACCOUNT CURRENT.

On the motion of Mr. BROWN E}Croydon), it
was resolved——

That there be laid on the table of this House a return
showing the several items of expenditure, covered by
the sum of £26,340 2s. 10d., described 1 Agent-General’s
report tor 1898 as ** disbursements from the Queensland
Government Agent-General’s account current for the

year.”
SUPPLY.
RESTMPTION OF COMMITTEE.
THURSDAY ISLAND GARRISON.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. R. Dickson,
Bulimba) moved that £9,568 be granted for the
Thursday Island garrison. As hon. members
were aware, this vote was contributed to by the
colonies under an agreement made for the main-
tenance of a garrison at Thursday Island. As
there appeared to be some want of clear percep-
tion as to how that garrison was maintained and
how it originated, if it was not trespassing too
much on the time of the Committee he would
explain how the matter now stood.

HorouraBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : The total expenditure to
date upon construction, armament, etc., was
£23,876, and the expenditure for maintenance
to date represented £40,768.

Mr. Grassey : What period do those amounts
cover ?

The PREMIER: The period since 1891
Sonth Australia had never contributed to that,
although it was understood she would contribute.
Her deficiency was £5,292 12s. 8d. A con-
ference of commandants, which met in 1896,
recommended that the following troops should
be regarded as the war strength of the garrison :

- —Axtillery, 170, all ranks; infantry, 200, all
x%%gks; medical staff corps, 18, all ranks ; total,

An HoXOURABLE K EMBER: War strength?

The PREMJIER : War strength. In April,
1898, Sir Hugh Nelson wrote to the contributing
colonies suggesting that the then existing estab-
lishment at Thursday Island, which consisted of
fifty permanent artillery and forty-five militia
artillery, should be increased to the limit recom-
mended by the conference ; and asthe additional
troops could not be raised in Thursday Island
iteelf, he suggested that the reinforcements
necessary to bring the garrison up to war
strength should be provided from the Queens-
land Defence Force, the idea being that the
establishment of the force should be increased by
the number of men required for service at
Thursday Island. These men, although forming
part of the ordinary Defence Force of the colony,
would be paid by the contributing colonies and
would be held in readiness for transfer to the
island on the outbreak of war. The annunal ex-
penditnre estimated to be necessary to cover
the cost of the garrisem on the increased
basis was £11,774, a difference of £4,877 on the
cost of maintenance of the smaller garrison.
In consideration of the contributing colonies
agreeing to the increased expenditure for main-
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tenance, Sir Hugh Nelson offered, on behalf of
Queensland, to pay the whole cost of the addi-
tional armament required, estimated at £7,300.
The priucipal colonies having agreed to the
proposal, provision was made on last year’s
Estimates for a considerable portion of the
incressed expenditure, while on the current
year’s Lstinintes nearly the whole sum is pro-
vided {£11,483, including contribution of Queens-
land). There appeared to be some uncertainty
among hon. members on the subject of the
object in cccupying and fortifying Thursday
Island. Frequently statements were made that
some new passage had been discovered through
the Barrier Reef or among the islands, which
would rendev all their preparations useless and
nullify the power of the island as a fortress for
the protection of their shipping trade. Thurs-
day Island might be called a strategic base of
secondary importance,

Mr., GLASSEY : Secondary importance. Where
is the port of first importance?

The HoMmt SECRETARY: Gibraltar or Malta,
for instance.

The PREMIER: He should say Malta. It
was of value both as a possible coaling station,
and as a rendezvous and harbour of refuge for
ships during war ; where they might obtain such
water and provisions as might be stored there,
and protection from pursuit by hostile cruisers.
It was therefore necessary to hold the island
with a permanent garrison and a suitable arma-
ment, It was also of the greatess importance to
deny the use of this strategic point to any hostile
nation, to whom some such point would be
essential for the success of any raiding expedi-
tion on a large scale. The garrison was now
provided under an arrangement with certain
other colenies, and consisted, during peace, of
fifty officers and men of the Queensland regi-
ment of the Royal Australian Artillery, of a
small local corps of Garrison Artillery, the
establishment of which is fixed at forty-five of all
ranks, and the members of the local rifle club.
During war the garrison would be increased
by twenty-five officers and men of the Queens-
land regiment of Royal Australian Artillery
kept in Brishane during peace as a depdt.
The whule of the officers and men of the
Queensland Regiment of Royal Australian Artil-
lery were interchangeable as regards service
in Thursday Island. The Infantry garrison
in war time would consist of three companies
from the Queensland Defence Force, These,
during peace, wers borne on the establishment
of the Infantry of the Defence Force, and such
companies would be selected for this duty as
might be convenient at that time. There was
also a small section of the Army Medical Corps
provided for on the cstablishment; but this
corps had not yet been raised. 1f, as seems
probable, there should be a considerable develop-
ment in the goldmining industry on Horn Island,
a local infantry corps may be raised wbich
would be more 1mmediately available in case of
war, He thought this information would be
acceptable to the Cominittee. Asthis vote was to
be contributed to by the other colonies, it might
safely be passed without any drain on the finances
of this colony,

Mr. GLASSEY (Bundaberg): He gathered
from the remarks of the Premier that Thursday
Island was regarded as of secondary importance,
and he hud interjected where there was another
place of fir-t importance. He thought the Home
Sceretary replied, but he was not able to catch
what he said.

The Houe SEcRETARY: I said such a place as
Gibraltar or Malta. .

Mr. GLASSEY : He did not think any hon.
member would cavil at any reasonable expendi-
ture in order to «keep the Thursday Island
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garrison or any such place of importance in the
best possible state, so as to protect the colony
from any hostile force which might threaten its
shores. He was going to ask whether the Premier
had had any recent report from the Commandant
as to whether he was satisfied that Thursday
Island, as at present equipped, was armed and
equipped with the very best weapons procurable
at the present time. He believed there was a
report from the Commandant, but he said very
little about it. That did not imply that it might
not be perfectly safe. At page 9 he said—

A considerable amount of work has been performed
during the past year by military labour under the
superintendence of Captain W. A. Coxen, R.A.A., viz.:—

(¢} Communications;
(b) Cable for electrical comninnication ;
(¢) Improvements on the rifie range and roads.

A wire entanglement to encloss the fort and D.R.T.
No. 1 is to be put in hand forthwith,

BUILDINGS,

These have been well looked after.

The building of the drill-shed for the Torres Strait
Garrison Battery is being delayed at present until the
site can be permanently settled.

COMMUNICATIONS.

A foreman and gang of civilian labourers are now
enguged on the construetion of military roads, and a
total length of 166 chains of road has been completed
during the past year.

A scheme of electrical communication has been

approved, and will no doubt be completed during the
coming finanecial year. A portion of this ecable has
already been laid by military labour as previously
stated.
It was a very mesagre report; but it might be
all that was required. Tt would be satisfactory
to the Committee if the Premier could tell them
yvhethe:r, in the judgment of the Commandant or
in the judgment of military authorities, it was in
as perfect a state of efficiency as it was possible
to make it, whether it wuas desirable that the
present armaments or guns were old or out of
date, or whether it was not better that it should
be equipped with the very best weapons procur-
able, and put it in the strongest position it was
possible it could be put in. He was sure that
every hon. member of the House, and the country
generally —and Australia generally—would not
grudge any increased expenditure in order to
make this important place as strong as it was
possible to make it with a view to guarding their
shores.

The PREMIER : From a conversation he had
had with Colonel Grunter, who not long ago visited
Thursday Island, he gathered that, as far as
finances had been advanced for the purpose of
providing for the efficiency of this military
station, he considered everything in a very satis-
factory condition. He (the Premier) was not
prepared to say that the mode of equipment was
such as to constitute it a first-rate fortress, nor
did_its position demand it. He thought the
position secondary related not only to the
equipment but to the location of the station.

As the Home Secretory interjected,

[4 p.m.] Gibraltar or any other strong posi-
tion ecommanding the passage of

fleets, as a key to an entrance to any sbrait,
would be regarded as a first-class fortress, if pro-
perly equipped. It was not pretended that
Thursday Island commanded Torres Strait; but
1t commanded the harbour of Thursday Island,
wherein was established a coaling depdt, which
would be of very great importance in case any
international complications arose. Asfar as the
equipment at Thursday Island was concerned,
he understood that all the guns were up to date ;
in fact the Ymperial anthorities had supplied
them quiterecently, and asa fortresson a moderate
scale, Thursday Island was considered satis-
factory, The sister colonies did not seem
inclined to increase the contribution; but it
should be borne in mind that the deficiency
caused by the recalcitrancy of South Australia
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was being made good by the coniributing
colonies, and, as he had said, Queensland had
contributed over £7,000 in war material and in
other ways improving the condition of the fort.
In reply to the hon. member for Bundaberg, he
could only say that the Commandant had in-
formed him that, so far as means had been
placed at his disposal, the money had been spent
judiciously, and that Thursday Island wasin a
fair condition of defence. egotiations with
the other colonies with regard to Thursday
Island and King George’s Sound were in pro-
gress, as to whether the armaments at these
places might not be increased for the benefit of
the whole of the colonies, but that was a matter
which could be more fully discussed by the
Federal Executive, when all the colonies would
take a deeper interest in Port Albany and
Thursday Island than they did at the present
time.

Mr. SMITH (Bowen): He had asked the
Premier on a former occasion what the different
amounts spent at Thursday Island and King
George’s Sound had been, but he was not aware
that the Premier had replied to the second
question—as to the amount expended for the
fortifications at King George’s Sound. A con-
ference was held in 1891 or 1892, and ab that
conference it was recommended that both
Thursday Island and Xing George’s Sound
should be fortified. He thought it was of the
utmost importance that attention should be
given to this question, because they were
on the verge of finding out that it was

necessary to be prepared for war, in case
of an invasion of any description. He would
like to know what had been done towards

fortifying King George’s Sound. Another ques-
tion arose as to South Australia’s contribution.
She was morally bound to pay her contribution,
but nothing had been obtained from her with
regard to the expenses connected with these
fortifications. If the other colonies were pre-
pared to pay their contribution, he thought some
steps should be taken to endeavour to get South
Australia to come in in a federal spirvit, and pay
her portion of the expenses. He would like to
know if any further steps were to be taken in
that direction. Of course, from a strategic point
of view it was absolutely necessary that Thursday
Island should be fortified, and that it should be
kept in our hands in such a condition that the
colonies would be able to hold it against any foe
if necessary, There had been some talk about
fortifying Port Darwin, and he believed South
Australia wished that, but nothing had been
done in the matter, and he did not know whether,
under the agreement, the non-fortification of that
port might leave ,South Australia a loophole to
creep out of any expense with regard to the
other fortifications mentioned. He thought that
would be a great pity, and he would like to know
what had been done in the matter.

The PREMIER : The hon, gentleman would
see by the Bstimates that £800 was Queensland’s
contribution in the matter of the King George’s
Sound fortifications, and it was on the basisof popu-
lation, Wegt Australia contributed a-quarter of
the total cost, and the contributions of the other
colonies were based on population. ‘With regard
to South Australia, he had already mentioned
in the debate under the head of ‘‘ Federal
Garrisons” that the proportion this colony had
to pay through the failure of South Australia to
contribute was £5,292. The circumstances were
these—

On the 30th September, 1892, a letter was received by
the Premier from the South Australian Government
containing an estimate of the cost of the works at Port
Darwig——

That was after the first agreement came into
existence,
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Mr. Surra : After the conference,

The PREMIER: After a later conference,
where it was agreed that all the colonies should
contribute towards the expenses connected with
King George’s Sound—
and conﬁrmipg a statement conveyed in a telegram
received previously, to the effect thut that Government
had agrecd po recommend Parliament to join with the
other colornies in defraying the cost, on a population
basis. of giving effeet to the proposals for the defence
of Thursday Islang‘l, Lut on the understanding that the
proposals respecting King George’s Sound and Port
Darwin was similarly treated.

Mr., Grassuy : That was laid down by South
Australia,

'll‘he PREMIER : Yes, that was their request.

Sir S8amuel Griffith, who was then Chief Secretary,

replied to this communication, stating that Queensiand
was prepared to join with the other colonies in con-
tributing upon a population basis to the cost of the
Port Darwin defences; and it does not appear that this
colony ever departed from the agreement, nor does it
seeri that the other colonies concerned refused to con-
tribute to the cost of the Port Darwin defences.
From this it seemed to him that there were no
reasonable grounds why South Australia should
refuse to contribute towards the cost of the gar-
risons ab Thursday Island and King George’s
Sound, in the aosence of their own construction
of works at Port Darwin.

Mr. Grassgy: That will be a debt against
them under the federal arrangement.

The PREMIER : Probably it would. The
other colonies of New South Wales, Victoria,
and West Australia were honourably joining in
the expenrte of providing for the deficiency, as
Queensland had been the paymaster, It seemed
to him an extraordinary thing that South Aus-
tralia should have taken up such a position ; but
he thought Mr. Lyne, the Premier of New South

ales, was about to open up negotiations with
South Australia, with a view of ascertainirg
what reason, in addition to that already given,
why that colony withheld her contribution.

Mr. J. HAMILTON (Cook) quite agreed with
the hon. member for Bowen that our military
expenditure should be such as to place our
defences in a thoroughly satisfactory position,
Considering the amount expended in connection
with coastal defence at Thursday Island and
elsewhere, and the amonnt of expense connected
with the various branches of the Defence Force
inland, they should have the very best man
available as organiser at the head of our military
forces. The present salary given was £700.

Mr. Grassey ; No, £800,

Mr. J. HAMILTON thonght that £1,000 a
year was little enough. The cheapest plan was
to get a good officer, and £1,000 2 year was not
too much for a scientific man of high attainments,

Mr. Grassey: He is really drawing £1,000
ayear. Thereis £200 for lodging and £100 for
forage.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : His horses got that.
They paid chief engineers £1,500 a year, and
they could not expect togetaman of high scientific
attainments without a high salary. Since there
was to be a change of commandants, he hoped
the Government would take steps .to ascertain
who were the best men available. In the first
place they wanted a man who had seen service,
The man who had seen service would be looked
up to and trusted by our force if called upon to
defend their cuuntry. One of two men he would
like very much to see as commandant, if it was
}‘;;)ssxble to get either. One was Colinel De

wux. He was a really good man, and liked
by officers and men.

The PREMIER: He is in Africa.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : More power to him.
He had ouly heard of that gentleman’s -military
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tactics beingonce unfavourably eriticised, and that
was by his little son of eight years of age. The
colonel was surrounded in the fort, and a short
distance from it a man set fire to a house, after
which the colonel shot him from the fort. The
little fellow said, * Daddie ought to have shotted
him before he set fire tu the house.” Then
again there was Colonel Matthius, of the 75th
Highlanders, a gond organiser and a brave
soldier, of whom he heard the other day a story
told by a Gordon Highlander who had just left
for the Transvaal. Two regiments had at-
tempted the Heights of Dargai and been repulsed.
Sir William Lockhardt then sent instructions to
Matthius that the 75th Highlanders must make
the attempt—-

The CHAIRMAN : I would remind the hon.
gentleman that the vote for the Commandant’s
salary has been passed.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : They were discussing
now the federal garrison, and the Premier
referred to the report of the Commandant regard-
ing it.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. gentleman is
discussing the salary of the Commandant, and
that salary has been passed.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : He would refrain from
discussing the salary, and point out how desirable
it was that they should have a commandant
whose reports upon Thursday Ieland garrison
would be thoroughly reliable. Possibly it might
be desirable to have an artillery officer. Ie
thought he was in order in referring to Colonel
Matthius, as he was trying to show his efficiency
for the post in connection with Thursday Island
by the tale he was telling. The Colonel said to
his men, ** The General says the Gordon High-
landers must make the attempt—the Gordon
Highlanders are going to take it.” When he
got up to the top of the hill to which he had led
his regiment he was quite out of wind, and said
to a soldier beside him, ¢ Sergeant, I am quite
done, T am getting old.” The sergeant replied,
“Well, Colonel, you have doue very well for an
old man.” The kind of man they wanted was a
man who was en rapport with his officers and
men—an officer whom the men would love and
respect, Hor that reason he hoped when the
Government were taking into consideration the
appointment of a new commandant, they would
take great care to get a man in whom the men
had implicit confidence.

Mr, G1veEns: Does the present Commandant
not give satisfaction ?

Mr. J. HAMILTON : That was not the
question, He had made no reference to him.
They should adopt every means in their power
to get a thoroughly good man for the position,
especially as the increasing importance of this
colony rendered it all the more necessary.

The PREMIER: He went with the hon.
member for Cook to the extent of saying that it
was desirable, from time to time, to introduce as
commandants men who had the latest acquuint-
ance with military tactics and organisation.
It was no disparagement to any gentleman to
say that being situated on this continent of peace
he could not perhaps keep himself so well
abreast of military organisation as he would do
if he had taken part in some of Great Britain’s
little wars, and thus become fully aware
of modern military organisation and equipment.
He should be very sorry if his remarks
or those of the hon. member for Cook
should be construed into any disparagement of the
gentleman at present holding the position of
Commandant. He did not accept the hon,
member’s remarks in that lighs, and should
resent thew if he thought that had been intended,
because he was sure that General Gunter had
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done allin his power to put the (ueensland
Defence Force in a thoroughly sound condition,
and when he left he would leave the foree in 2
much better position than that in which he
found it. That was his full belief, and he
believed General Gunter was desirous of doing
the fullest justice to the celony. Still, as his
time was expiring, he had told him that it was
desirable in the interests of the colony that they
should have as Commandant a gentlernan
who had been more lately in touch with
milibary  affairs, He had accepted General
Gunter’s intimation that he desired to relin
quish the position, which he would do according
to his agreement within three months of the
expiration of that agreement. The Government
had been in negotiation through the War Office
for the purpose of obtaining the services of an
officer of high military distinction, and one who
would comply with the conditions set forth by
the hon. member for Cook ; but since the war in
the Transvaal negotiations seemed to have been
suspended, and he was afraid that at present it
would be somewhat difficult to get a first-class
officer, owing o the sad havoc that had been
wrought amongst officers serving in the Trans-
vaal, and to the opportunities for active service
which were now presenting themselves. He could
assure the hon. gentleman that the Government
would endeavour to get the best officer available
for the position. The Defence Force was expand-
ing now to such dimensions that it should be
governed by a thoroughly competent officer, up
to date in all military organisalion and tactics.
If it was necessary t0 increase the sulary of the
Commandant, he for one would have no hesitation
indoing so. Up to the present there had been no
demur as to the salary, however, and he did not
think that any increase would be asked. He
could assure the Committee that whoever might
be Commandant, he would be a man of good
military reputation, if possible a Royal Artillery
officer, and one who had seen servics in some of
the recent wars of the Empire.

Mr. GLASSEY did not think the hon. mem-
ber for Cook had intended 0 make any reflection
upon the present Commandant, although some of
his remarks might bear that inference.

The PreMIER : I do not think 50, or I should
have resented it.

Mr. GLASSEY was not in a positicn to
express an opinion as to the ability of the present
Commandant, It required someone like the
Premier—who came in contact with the Com.
mandant, and was in a position to review his
work-—of course only from the point of view of a
layman—to express such an opinion, But from
all he had heard, the Commandant had done
excellent work. The force was efficient, and,
seeing that the Commandant was about to take
his departure, he would be very sorry 1f any re-
marks were made in that Chamber which in any
way reflected uponhis ability. Withregard tothe
gentleman who was to be appointed to fll Major-
(eneral Gunter’s place, while he was anxious that
the military affairs of the colony should be kept
as efficient as possible—and that could only be
done by having first-class, up-to-date men in
command-—estill it would be as well at the present
moment to pause, seeing that in a short time
they anticipated there would be federal action
taken in reference to defence. He presumed
they would get the most capable man they could
to take general command, and it would be for
him to select his subordinates, and locate them
in the several colonies. It would therefore be
unwise for Queensland to attempt to deal single-
handed with the question at present. They
should certainly make the defences of places like
Thursday Island as effective as possitle, and they
should be provided with the best possible weapons.
In thereport from which the Premier had quoted,
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some reference was made to the discovery of some
new passages in the vicinity of Thursday Island
a little whileago. If the rumour was true, those
passages would render the fortifications and
garrison at Thursday Island quite useless. He
did not quite gather irom the report whether
there was any tangible foundation for the rumour,
and he hoped the Premier would be able to
enlighten the Committee, because it was a mat-
ter of some importance.

Mr. G1vexs: There are plenty of open passages
there.

Mr. GLASSEY : Tren those passages should
be guarded in the most effective manner,

Mr. J. HaMmruron: It is only the Japs who
say that, . .

The PREMIER : The question of the dis-
covery of new passages had been raised by some
hon. member on Friday evening last, but he had
not been able to discover whether there was any
foundation for the rumounr, He had referred to
the Port Office, but be could get no information
with regard to passages leading into Thursday
Island Harbour. He did not know about the
straits. The straits were a wide expanse, and,
of course, Thursday Island did not control them
by avy means in the same way that Gibraltar
controlled the entrance to the Mediterranean
Sea.  The Commandant’s report referred to
what had been said in the Committee on Friday
evening—

There appears to be some uncertainty among hon.
members of the Legislative Assembly on the subject of
the objeet in occupymg and fortifying Thursday
Island. TFreguently statements are made that sOTe
new passage has been discovered through the Barrier
Reef or among the islands, which will render all our
preparations useless and nullify the power o_f t}le
island us a fortress for the protection of our shipping
trade.

Thursday Island was simply fortified to protect
the barbour as a coaling station, and was not
intended to act as a key to Torres Strait. .

Mr. LESINA (Clamont): He referred to this
matter on Friday evening. After the vinit of
the Mining Commission to Thursday Island he
interviewed Mr. Dawson with respect to h‘ls trip
and his impressions of Thursday Island. Speak-
ing of Thursday Island, the hon, member said that
it was common talk among the Japanese store-
keepers—who had practical control of the
island—that the Japanese had discovered a new
paseage through the straits, which would not
bring a Japanese war vessel within thirty miles
of the Island. He merely gave the statement
for what it was worth, but if it was true, the
discovery would enable a Japanese fleet to come
through passages now unknown to the military
authorities, and the expenditure upon the fortifi-
cation ot the island would be practically wasted,
although the Premier said it was fortified for the
protection of the harbour. Whether it was true
or not, the matter bad been talked about among
the people who had practical control of the
Island. He certainly looked to the Government
to make some searching inquiries.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : Some time ago a
machine rest had been purchased for the pur-
pose of testing the shooting of rifles. He would
like to ask the Premier why it was not used ?

The PREMIER understood that the machine
rest had been purchased, but had not been used
su far because it required a solid concrete founda~
tion, and until it had that it was inadvisable to
use it, He believed the reason it had not been
placed in a more permanent situation was owing
to the absence of funds; but it was intended
this year that a permanent place should be pro-
vided for it. .

Mr. J. HAMILTON said that the machine rest
had been put vn the ground, The Queenland
military authorities had stated to him that it was
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utterly useless, and that they could make better
shooting off the sandbag rest. This arose from
the fact that they had simply dumped it on the
ground, and then shot from it; and they were
actually unaware until he informed them that
they were not doing the machine justice, and
that it had to screwed on to logs bedded in
concrete. They had paid a big price for it. It
should be put down in a proper place. It ought
to have been down long ago, and he hoped it
would be made use of as soon as possible.

Question put and passed.

MARINE FORCE.

The PREMILR (Hon. J. R. Dickson,
Bulimba) moved that £16,389 be

[4'30 p.mm.] granted for the Marine Force of
Queensland, The increase in the

vote represented the comparatively small sum of
£1,728. The staff salaries were increased by
£646. The salary of Acting Naval Commandant
Captain W, Drake was increased from £400 to
£500; Staff Paymaster E. V. Pollock, £250 to
£300, Those increases were paid from contin-
gencies last year in the shape of an entertain-
ment allowance granted owing to the recom-
missioning of the ‘‘ Gayundah.” There was an
increase to the staff surgeon, Dr. Kebbell, from
£50 to £75. The salary paid to this officer was
originaliy at the rate of £100 per annum, but
was reduced to £30 when the gunboats were
ont of commission. The elerk, G. I.. Macandie,
was increassd from £90 to £100; chief torpedn
gunner and sterekesper, W, B, Miles, from £200
to £225, this inerea e being on account of speeial
work in connection with torpedo classes. The
amount for drill instructors was increased from
£560 to £990. One instructor at Cairns was
increased from £100 to £180, being promoted
from clags B to class A, in consequence of an
.increace in the Cairns Naval Corps; there was
provision for an additional instructor at Rock-
hampton, £150 ; also for a relieving instructor at
£150; one instructor at Maryborough was
increased from £100 to £150, being promoted
from class B to class A, and there was an
increase from £30 to £36 for a messenger.
He did not think the moderate increase in this
very popular vote would be objected to. It was
a force which he would like to see considerably
increased, but he had not had time this year to
devote his attention as he would have liked to
the question. The fact of the matter was that
the Naval Commandant had at all times shown
a great spirit of self-abnegation. He had twice
stated that he thought the control of the force
should now devolve upon a man more thoroughly
in touch with recent naval developments in the
Royal Navy, and it had been mai ter of considera-
tion as to whoshould be appninted, e was sure
hon. members and the country recognised that
Captain Drake had done excellent service. He
had kept the force well in hand; even with the
very small means at his command he had brought
it tu a position which was high'y creditable,
and his retirement would be regarded with
regret ; ab the same time he recognized the
necessity of a proper reorganisation, which could
not be brought about without having a man more
in touch with the requirements of a naval force
at the present day. He might say, as was well
referred to by the hon. member for Bundaberg
recently, that it was a question whether the
reorganisation of the force might not be deferred
till after federation, when the whole thing
would devolve upon a central executive ; there-
fore he had not brought the matter forward in a
different shape from that in which it appeared
last year. He did not think the Committee
would object to such a sinall increase, wiich he
trusted would maintain the force in efficiency
until it was absorbed by the federal authorities.
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Mr, BROWNE (Croydon) thought hon. mem
Lers would agres with the Premier as to the
comparatively small increase. Though the hon.
gentleman said it was on account of the near
approach of federation that he had made no
alteration in this branch of the Defence Force, a
great alteration had been made in the land force,
He had not a word to say against the land foree,
but he had urged year after year that the naval
force should be the first lime of defence in a
colony with such a coast line as ours. The
increase this year for the land force was £31,000,
while the inerease for the naval force amounted
to the comparatively modest sum of £1,728.° In
view of the complications in South Africa they
should consider what they were going to do in
the event of these colonies being assailed. They
saw by the wires to-day that, despite the rather
disastrous calamities that had overtaken the
other forces at Ladysmith, a bandful of blue-
jackets had been the salvation of that city and
the army there. Time after time it had been
pointed out that the first line of defence in this
colony should be naval brigades along the
coast. If any atternpt was made on these
colonies it would not be by an army going
to the interior, but by a naval force attacking
our commerce and our towns along the coast.
There had recen'ly been a conference of naval
officers held in Melbourne to discuss the whole
question of naval defence from the federal poing
of view, but the conclusions at which they
arrived sand the statements made were more
applicable to Queenzland than to any of the
other colonies, The report was signed by
Francis Hixson, captain, commanding New
South Wales Naval Forces, president; W. R.
Cregwell, captain, naval commandant, South Aus-
tralla ; Robert Collins, captain, Secretary for
Defence, Victoria; Walton Drake, commander,
acting naval commandant, Queensiand ; and F.
Tickell, commander Victorian npaval forees.
The statements and conclusious referred to in
the report of the conference were in confirmation
of the statements made year after year in that
House by himsalf and otter Lon. members on
that vote. "They had referred to the large pro-
portion of the population not of Queensiand
alone, but of the whole of Australiz, that con-
sisted of seafaring m.en, and to the splendid
shipping now running along their coast, and they
had pointed out that there they had the nucleus
of a first-rate marine force. The report of the
conference of naval offcers was in direct confir-
mation of that contention, They recommended
the formation of a large naval force, and they
said—

There exists already a valuable nuclens of trained
msn, and from an examination of the returns of the
sea-going and fishing population, the conference con-
sider that under effective organisation a reserve force
of 3,000 men could be raised in time ot need.

Further on they said—

The ability of the naval establishwents in the Aus-
tralian eolenies to raise and train naval forees has long
been proved, as shown by the reports of the Admirals
commanders-in-chiet on the station.

He had referred to the same thing on one
oceasion in that Homse. They were paying
something like £14,000 as their contribution to
the subsidy paid to the Australian squadron
this year, and it had been suggested by men
like himself, who did not profess to be experts,
that it would be a far better plan for them to
train men to man those ships instead of paying
money to fetch men out from the old country to
man them. The report he had referred to
showed that that had heen pointed out at the
Premier’s conference in London in 1897, presided
over by the Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain,
when it was proposed by the Right Hon, C. C.
Kingston, Premier of South Australia, to sub-
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stitute a force of trained men for the payment
in money now made for the maintenance of the
auxiliary squadron. The conference also said
that that principle received some support in a
letter received by the conference from Lord
Brassey. That had been the contention here all
along, and it was now confirmed by the opinion
of the experts present at that conference. The
report further stated that—

When the auxiliary squadron was first established by
agreement between the colonies and the Admiralty, it
was generally understuod, in Australia at uny rate,
that the ships would form a means of drilling and
training Australian seamen.

This expectation has never been realised. the vessels
in reserve having always been laid up in Sydney, and
no attempt has been made to utilise them for the
heneflt of the local naval force.

It was further pointed out—

It has been the invariable policy of the motherland
to encourage all her colonies and dependencies in self-
defence—i.e., to encourage the organising ~f forees
suited to meet aud to resist the particular danger to
which they are exposed. The Cape, Canada, and India
are all cascs in puint—all have land frontiers requiring
military defence.

Australia having no military frontier requires for her
defence a sea or naval force,

That was what anyone with common sense could
see, and the conference ended up their report by
saying—

Every consideration both of defence and our position
of influence, which will be that of the “new power in
the Pacific,” demands from those responsible for the
organisation of federal delence the recognition of the
primary importance of naval defence for Australia.

Those words were applicable to all the colonies
at_the present time, and especially applicable as
things were looking just now. Appended to the
report wasa letter from Lord Brassey, whofrom his
official connection with the Adwiralty and the
great interest he had always taken in naval
matters, was an acknowledged authority on the
subject. He thoroughly endorsed all those
gentlemen at that conference said as to the
necessity for raising a naval defence force, and
speaking of forming the force he said—

In lien of service in the feet, it might be considered
sufficient to put in drills afloat in colonial-nrmed
vessels, such as the **Cerberus’ and « Protector,” o1 on
board one of the ships not in commission in the Sydney
Harbour.

He might say they had taken one little step in
that direction last session in putting the
“Gayundah” into commission, and on that he
congratulated the Governwnent. It might be
considered only 2 small matter, but it at any rate
gave their men some little opportunity of being
trained. Lord Brassey in his letter went on to
say—

In this connection it may be urged that ifservice in
the Colonial Naval Reserve is made attractive, we
should be able to raice men from a comparatively
educated class. The steamers in the coasting trade of
Australia are manned by crews of exceptional quulifi-
cations.

Those were the very words which had been used
year after year in that House, and those were
some of the reasons why he thonght they should
spend a great deal more upon the naval branch
of their Defence Force. That force had been
starved all the time, while there had been
immense increases in the vote for the Land
Defence Force. He was prepared to give
that branch all credit for what they did,
but without casting any reflection upon them
they could only be considered the second line of
their defence. There was one little matter
upon which the Premier might give them
some information. Prior to 1893 all branches
of the Defence XNorce had sixteen days’
drill for which they got paid during the year.
On account of the depression in 1893 that
had been cut down to twelve days, Since
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then, as things were looking brighter, the
Land Defence Foree had again been given sixteen
days’ drill, for which they are paid, but the Naval
Brigade had still only twelve days’ drill in the
year for which they were paid. He thought they
should be put on the same footing in that respect
with the Land Defence Force. ThePremier had
said that the Federal Government would most
likely shortly take the matter of naval defence
in hand, and he hoped those who would represent
Queenslund would urge that the naval force—
being the primary defence of the colonies—should
be put on the footing it ought to occupy in a
country like this.

The PREMIER : He would answer the last
remarks of the hon. member first. Though the
Naval Defence Force only got twelve days’ pay
they also got deferred pay under the old system,
which reaily gave themn more than thesixteendays’
pay received by the Land Defence Force. He
did not know why the system for each should
not be assimilated as he thought they should be,
but it would be a satisfaction to hon. members
to know that the wembers of the Naval
Defence Force were not worse treated than
their brethren of the Land Defence Force.
The remarks of the hon. gentleman with regard
to the availability or capability of their seaman,
he quite agreed with, and he might say that the
conference to which he referred, and whose
report he read, was based on the view of these
men manning the auxiliary squadron—not the
officers, he believed, but merely the men—and no
doubt they would be very excellent material for
the purpose. Of course it took up time to effect a
change ; but Lord Brassey, who had taken very
great interest in this matter, had been collecting
statistics as to the number of seamen available
on the coast of Australia in the different States,
and he dared say that would be the basis on
which something would be done under federation.
In the meantime their own boats had not been
idle. As hon. gentleman would see from the
report of the Cowmandant, the *“ Paluma ” had
been in eommission during the year.

Mr, BrowrE: And done good work.

The PREMIER : He quite recognised that;
she had done very excellent work. She had been
in Brisbane and visited Townsville, Rockhamp-
ton, Maryborough, and Cairns, and had been
employed in training at those places; so the
spirit of her nautical vocation had been kept
alive well by the Naval Commandant. As he
had already stated, when they came to deal with
the naval defence of this great island continent
it would be a very large thing. There was no
question about it, that the Kederal Executive,
looking at the large extent of the coast line they
had to control and protect, would have to
frame very much larger estimates than the
isolated States had been doing up till the
present. He merely looked upon their de-
fence as port defence, not as coast defence
in the sense of the word, or say that they were
up to date. Although they answered the pur-
pose of training ships, they could not consider
the “Gayundah” or ‘‘Paluma” vessels of
such power as would justify them in reposing
their entire confiddnce in them as protectors in
case of war with a maritime enemy. He believed
that in the large ports of Australia the character
of the population was such~for their buys were
really amphibious; they took to the water as
well as to the land—that there should be a large
marine force established in time in coastal
Australia ; and when they had proper training,
as he trusted they would receive, they would
form the nucleus of a very useful force in the
early future. The Government here had been in
correspondence with the Admiral, to see if a
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training vessel could not be obtained for Bris-
bane, so as to edacate some of their boys, not
only to the sea, but to the discipline on board a
warship.

Mr. Grassey : What is the result of the cor-
respondence ?

The PREMIER : He did not think & vessel

was available yet.

. Mr. Lrsiva: That system was condemned
in all the other colonies, except New South
Wales.

The PREMIER : Very compstent authorities
seemed to think it would furnish a very excellent
nucleus. He thought it would be admitted that
a boy trained and disciplined was a very useful
member of the community, even if he had to
pursue his vocation on land. Of all classes of
men, sailors were the most handy in a general
gense. Nothing seemed to come amiss to them,
and the inculcation of habits of discipline and
obedience tended to form good moral character
as well as give physical training. With regard
to increasing expenditure in this branch, it
would be better to await the action of the
Federal Government, when the whole of Aus-
tralia would see, not only that the proper force
was provided, but that the ship which would
employ such force was also provided. When
they went intc the expense of warships, as the
hon. gentleman well knew, it would mean a very
heavy expenditure, and it would be very unwise,
he thought, for Queensland to do it for one year,
seeing that the Federal Executive would be
appointed to deal with it.

Mr. TURLEY : There has been trouble with the
officers. Can you give us any information?

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns) was glad to see that the
Premier was fully aroused as to the importance
of naval defence ; but it seemed that, although he
was fully aroused as to the importance of the naval
branch of the Defence Force, 1t was very niggardly
treated as compared with the land force. The
total sum set down for it was only £17,389, which
was less than the total increase set down for the
land force. Apart from what was set down for
the purpose of the federal garrison and the
expenditure from loan fund, the increase for the
land force was £17,764. He thought the Com-
mittee must come to the conclusion that when
the naval branch was provided for in that
niggardly fashion, they were simply starving it
and depriving it of any usefulness whatever, As
had been pointed out by the hon. member for
Croydon, the experience of experts and the ablest
military anthorities, whether on this continent
or elsewhere, went to prove that it was the
most efficient branch of the defence from any
point of view, Further, it was the mo-tefficient
garrison they could have, because not only were
they competent to man a battery or a fort, but
more competent, because being trained to take
effective measures for defence at sea. The land
force could not do anything of that kind ; they
were only trained to act on land. The marine
force could act both on land and sea, and, as had
been pointed out by the hon, member for Croydon,
they were doing most efficient service already in
South Africa. Considering the strength of the
argument that had been confinuously brought
forward in the House in favour of the marine
branch, it was a shame for the Government to
starve it in the way they were doing. £17,000
was very listle indeed to mainrain an effi-
cient naval defence, having regard to the
colony’s long coast line. The navsl brigades in
most of the towns of the ecolony were
the most creditable forces they had in the whole
of the Defence Force. He had sesn them drill-
irg in Rockhampton, Townsville, Cairns, and
elsewhere, and everybody he had found com-
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petent to express an opinion said they were the
most creditable, not only to the force but to the
colony as a whole, and the pity was that there
was not a large number of them. How could
they have a large number of them when they had
not the necessary funds to maintain them ? They
got very little. They gave their services nearly
free ; they gave a large portion of their time to
drill; theyentered into thespirit of the thing with
the greatest heartiness ; and that spirit should be
encouraged. As had been pointed out by the
hon. member for Croydon, it must be evident to
even the most casual observer that, situated as
Queensland was, they could not be attacked by
land—that if ever they were attacked, and had
to repel an aggressor, it would be by sea.
For that reason, the marine branch
of the defence force must be our
first line of defence in order to keep
any enemy from Janding on our shores, He
thought the position should be reversed; that
instead of spending about £100,000 on the land
force, they should spend that sum on the marine
force, and the smaller amount on the land forces.
If the Premier came down with a liberal policy
towards this marine force, he would meet with
the hearty support of the Committee, If
there was to be any increase, it should be towards
making the marine force more efficient rather
than making the land force more efficient.

Mr. JACKSON (Kennedy) would have been
very glad to see the increase for naval defence
larger this year than the previous year., The
increase last year over 1897 was about £5,000,
and the increase this year was certainly very
small, There did not appsar to be any difficulty
according to the Commandant in the matter of
increasing the naval force. Fe said in his last
report: < No difficulty has been experienced in
increasing the establishment.” It was evidently
only a question of funds. As had been pointed
out by hon. members who had spoken, the
experiences in the South African war recently
showed that they ought to do everything in their
power to increase the naval force, as it was the
frst line of defence of the colony. Hon, mem-
bers would have noticed a cablegram in that
morning’s Couwrier stating that privateers
were being fitted out in counection with the
South African difficulty; and although it did
not state that these privateers were likely to
come down on the Australian coast, yet they
might get a cablegram in a day or two, stating
this, They ought, therefore, to take some steps
to maake this branch as efficient as possible. He
did not take exception to the increase of £100
in the salary of the Naval Commandant, although
he thought it rather singulsr that this increase
should be given, when that officer admitted his
incompetency—for that was what it amounted
to—when he said that someone else more com-
petent should be placed at the head of the Naval
Defence Force. The gentlemen at the head
of both branches should be paid bigh salaries,
because he had come to the conclusion since the
war in South Africa that more_depended on
the officers than on the men. While he did
not want to disparage the men in any way, it
seemed to him that more depended on the gene-
rals and officers, on their intelligence and
scientific knowledge—both in the army and navy
—especially when the present scientific weapons
were being used, than on the rank and file. He
would like the Premier tn tell him what system
was adopted in promoting the rank and file to
the rank of petty officers, when any vacancy
occurred ? He believed that there was a feeling
of some dissatisfaction amongst some of the men
in this respect: that they were not told when
there was any vacancy, and they thought that
there was some favouritism shown in selecting
the ‘men- to fill the positions of petty officers;
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‘What was the system adopted, or was the mat-
ter left to the discrimination of the officers to
select men from the rank and file ?

The PREMIER : He had been informed that
when any vacancy of this sort occurred an
examination was held, and the man getting the
highest marks was promoted accordingly. There
was no such thing as the Commandat himself
selecting the men.

Mr. Jacgson: Do I understand the man who
gets the highest marks obtains promotion?

The PREMIER: Yes. That man was pro-
moted bo any vacancy open—he got the chance
of promotion. He would like to contradict the
statement of the bon. member for Cairns, that
the marine force had been starved. It had not
been starved, because the naval vote had not
been cut down one shiliing. The Commandant
had asked for this amount, and had he asked for
more it would have meaut the reorganisation of
the whole service. He was carrying on under
the same conditions as last year, and the only
change that could take place would be after the
appointment of the new Commandant, or on there
being a consolidation of the Australian forces.
‘With reference to the resignations of certain naval
officers, he might explain that four of these
officers were old members of the Marine Force,
and had shown a great amount of zeal in main-
taining that force in the days of depression.
They stuck to their posts with great enthusiasm,
and did very good service, and he was very sorry
that they had occasion to tender their commis-
sions, It arose in this wavy: Atter they had
attained their promotions as lieutenants, they
got their commissions under the old form, under
which they got certificates of competency,
although they had never been at sea. Theoreti-
cally they might be good boatmen or seamen,
but they had never been at sea in command of
an ocean-going vessel. When the “Gayundah”
was commissioned for the bay, the Commandant
felt thas, although they had got their commis-
sious, they were not the men to take command
of a sea-going vessel, owing to their want of
nauiical experience. Accordingly an officer who
had the certificate of seamanship was put
in command of the vessel, and it appeared that
this gave offence to these gentlemen, and they
accordingly teudered their commissions, which
they thought gave them that position. There
were some other matters connected with parade,
but he would not refer to them now, as that
would only confuse the issue. He was extremely
sorry that these officers thought fit to tender
their commissions back ; but he also recognised
the force of the view held by the Commandant,
that men entrusted with sea going vessels should
have had some sea-going experience. To satisfy
these officers, the matter was placed before His
Excellency the Admiral, and he was in favour of
these officers, who had obtained their commis-
sions, in which they were considered naval and
executive officers, that such work should be per-
formed by them, but, at the same time, he
thought it would be extremely unwise for
men not having any seaman’s experience to
be placed in command of any sea-going vessel.
They were to take the position after permanent
officers of the same rank. Upon receipt of the
Admiral’s decision they were therefore requested
to reconsider their resignations, and it was dis-
tinctly pointed out that their commissions would
be returned to them, but that they must not
expect to be entrusted with the charge of sea-
going ships except in cases of emergency. That
was to say, if a vessel was sent to sea with a
superior officer holding & commission and any-
thing happened to him the command would
only then devolve upon them. The officers
appeared to have been satisfied with the
position, and it was jn contemplation, in
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order to prevent future misconception, to
amend the regulations so that officers receiving
commissions as lieutenants under similar cireum-
stances would have no right to take command of
sea~-gning vessels nnless under the circuwstances
he mentioned. He was pleased that the little
trouble had been got over without the loss of
those men to the service, but at the same time
he thought the Commandant was perfectly
justified in pointing out what seemed an anomaly,
that men who were only efficient so far as their
land duties were coucerned should be entrusted
with valuable sea-going ships when they were
not in possession of certificates of seamanship.

Mr. ANNEAR (Maryborough): He was glad
the discussion had been rai-ed, because he was
sure not only the Committee but the public
outside were very anxious to know what deter-
wination the Government had come to with
regard to the resignations of those officers. He
might say that not one of the officers had ever
waited upon him or requested that he should put
to the Premier the questions that he asked a few
weeks ago, but he had been informed that the
acting Naval Commandant had informed the
officers in question that their status in the
Marine Defence Force was of no more account
or of any higher standing than the status
of the cabin boy on board the ‘‘Gayundah.”
Such being the case, how could those men
with any degree of self-respect continue to oceupy
such a position ? He was very sorry he was not
present when the Premier introduced the vote,
but he was present when the hon. gentleman re-
ferred to the Commandant of the land forces.
He said then that it was the intention of the
Government to get the best qualified officer
possible to takecharge of the Land Defence Force.

Mr. Grassey : He did not say so.

Mr. ANNEAR: He would avk the hon.
gentleman whether it was his intention to get a
thoroughly qualified man from the British Navy
to take charge of the Marine Defence Force of
the colony? It had been urged before that it
would be impossible to get a competent man for
the salary that was paid.

Mz, GLassry : So it would.

Mr. ANNEAR : He did not think so. The
hon. member would not make that statement if
he knew the pay which officers in the British
navy received. The Acting Naval Commandant
was a_lieutenant in the British navy, and re-
signed in 1874, and at that time his salary was
£200 a year. A gentleman holding the rank of
commander in the navy wounld be tully qualified
to take charge of the Marine Defence Force of
the colony ; what was he paid? According to
Whittaker’s Almanae for 1899, he found that a
commander in the British navy received £365
per annuim without any extras whatever, and a
staff commander received from £219 to £401 per
annum, with no allowances, He wished to s«y
that he had no ill-will towards the Acting Naval
Commandant, but that gentleman admitted
himself that he was not up to date, and
he thought he was paid very fairly at present,
He was drawing £645 per annum; £400 as
salary ; rent allowance, £100; ration allowance,
£45; and entertaining allowance £100. He
trusted the Premier would take the matter he
mentioned into consideration, beeause he believed
that there should be a thoroughly competent
officer at the head of the force. He believed
that, bad a little more diseretion been shown by
the Acting Naval Commandant, those officers
would not have sent in their resignations; and,
on the whole, they had nct been well treated.
He had a case in his mind of a gentleman resid-
ing in the town of Muryborough. It was a case
known as ‘“The Dreyfus Case” in that town,
because the man had hean sent sut of the
service without rhyme or reason by the Acting
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Naval Commandant. He thought that gentle-
man had not been fairly dealt with, and that the
Brisbane officers had not received fair play. He
would ask if those gentlemen had withdrawn
their resignations and rejoined the service ?

Hon. K. B. FORREST (Brisbane North) felt
more interested in the decision of the Admiral as
regarded the officers who had resigned than he
did in the resignation of the officers themselves.
If one could believe what he was told, the
Admiral’s decision meant that a man who had
never been to sea, and knew nothing whatever
about seamanship, was qualified to take com-
mand of a ship. He never heard of such a thing
in his life. That appeared a favourable oppor-
tunity to ask the Premier if he had any objection
to laying all the papers on the table of the House
in reference to that matter. He should like
to know what case was submitted to the
Adwmiral, because it was inconceivable that a man
occupying the position of admiral in the British
navy could have given a decision that would go
the length of saying that a person under any
circumstances whatever who bad not the
qualificativn of seamanship should have charge
of a ship. He thought it would be to the
advantage of the service, and possibly to the
advantage of the Admiral—though probably he
did not care what they might think of him—to
have it known what were the grounds upon
which his decision was based, and in point of
fact what case was placed before him,

The PREMIER wou'd be very pleased to Jay
the papers on the table of the House. The
Admiral had replied seriatim to the questions
addressed to the Naval Commandant by Lieu-
tenant Weatherill—one of the gentlemen who
had resigned. Up to the present two out of the
four gentiemen who had resigned had withdrawn
their resignations, so that they appeared quite
content with the decision of the Adwiral, and
also with the action the Government intended to
take. The hon. member for Maryborough was
not present when he informed the Committee
that in the meantime the Government were con-
sidering who should succeed Captain Drake. He
agreed with the hon. member for Bundaberg
that they would not get a first-class officer at
anything like the remuneration which was paid
to the present Commandant, because although
the salary quoted by the hon. member for
Maryborough might be greater than his pay
in the Imperial service, there was his
seniority to be considered — as any officer
would lose his seniority in the Imperial service
by accepting the post—and in addision to that
there were other emoluments which considerably
increased the pay. Tt was inadviseble to inter-
fere much with the marine force, as no doubt the
Federal Parliament would deal with the whole
question of defence as soon as it was constituted.
It would, therefore, be unnecessary for Queens-
land to import a highly-paid officer for twelve
months. They would have to reorganise the
whole service, and he said that with no wish to
disparage Captain Drake’s work. With the
means placed at his disposal he had done excel-
lent work for the colony, and he had the courage
to say that he considered it would be better for
the colony to get a man who was thoroughly
up-to-date, That showed that he gave first place
to the interests of the colony. Under the cir-
eumstances, it would be bhetter to wait another
year, at auy rate, and see what action was likely
to be taken by the federal authorities,

Mr. JACKSON : In reference to the question
he asked a few minutes agn, he qnite understood
that before the men were promoted to the position
of petty officers they had to undergo an examina-
tion; but he wanted to know the system of
selecting the men who went up for the examina-
tion,
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The PREMIER : The system was that any
man was at liberty to go up for the exarmination,
and the most meritorious men were promoted to
fill the vacancies.

Mr. LESINA : Tt was perfectly true that the
incresse in that vote was not as great as the
increase in the land force, but what concerned
him most was the awfully low wages that were
paid to able seamen on board the “ Gayundah.”
They were much less than were paid by private
shipowners, and the Government were setting a
very bad example by paying ordinary seamen
only £5 a month. Anyone would think they
were lascars, and yet they were the first line of
defence.

Mr. Grasszy : Do they not get food as well ?

Mr. LESINA supposed they did, but in any
case the wages were awfully low.

The TREASURER: They are just the same as
on ths coastal steamers., They do not carry
ordinary seamen new.

Mr. LESINA : The Government should set a
decent example to private employers by paying
a fair living wage.

The PrEMIER : They get rations as well, They
are not compelled to join.

Mr. LESINA : How were they going to en-
courage Australian natives to enter their first
line of defence if they only gave such wages
as £3 a month? The wages were almost as
mean as those paid to the lascars on some of the
Indian boats. It was extraordinary how hon.
members could in one breath talk, with a vast
command of adjectives, about patriotism and
glory, and in the next breath propose to give
seamen £5 a mouth.

Mr. GLASSEY asked if any Queensland boys
were trained on those vessels, or if there were
any nreans of training them? The Premier spoke
of being in communication with the Admiralty
with a view to sending out a training ship.
Facilities should be given to train their boys on
board those boats, notwithstanding the opinion
expressed by the authorities at home, and
although some of the other colonies objected
to that method of training boys, he would like
to sze some of the brighter and more active
boys who now found their way to the reformatory
at Lytton, as well as some of the schoolboys,
trained in the naval service. If the training
ships were allowed to remain in the various
purts for some length of time, they could give
a number of boys a training which would give
them some knowledge of the marineservice, and
would also give them a taste for the work. The
hon. mewber for Kennedy had referred to the
report of the Acting Naval Commandant. It
did not at all follow that because Captain Drake
advised th= appointment of a man of superior
attainments that he therefore admitted his own
incompetency. It only showed that the Acting
Commandant was acting splendidly towards the
country when he said that while he was quite
competent to fill the place there was a possibility
of precuring a more able man. Such a report
was highly commendable to the Acting Com-
mandant. He did not think that the salary
they were paying was sufficient to secure the
services of a first-class naval officer. During all
the years he had been a member of that Com-
mittee be was sure hon. members would admit
that he had never been an advocate for increasing
the salaries of highly-paid Glovernment officials.
There were certain branches which required

special skill, aud he was prepared
[5°80 p.m.] at all times to pay a very substan-

tial salary to secure the services of
a good man. He would be sorry to see our men
recelving the miserable pittance paid to the
British soldier ; he wanted to see a fair wage
paid to both officers and men. Though he con-
sidered that it would be unwise to make any
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particular changs at present in the direction
of reorganising the force, he thought the

increase to the Acting Naval Commandant was .

not unreasonable. In the meantime he counld
not urge too strongly on the Government the
necessity of seeing that a number of our boys
got every faciliby consistent with reasonable
expenditure to obtain a naval training that
would enable them to rend-r good service to the
country in years to come.

The PREMIER : Something in the direstion
had already b-en attempted by the N ival Com-
mandant, who said in his report—

Tae proposal suggested in my letter of 2nd Juue last,

and approved by Government, has now been carried
out, and two eorps, counsisting of fifty boys each, have
been nrganised by the Marine Defence instructors at
Muaryborough and Cairns respectively. The movement
has given much loesal satisfactiou, and the boys are at
present being disciplined and drilled in a similar way to
the Naval Brigades. Regulations vnder the Defence
Acts for the control of such corps will be submitted for
your considerabion.
Then he said, in addition to this, that he would
be glad to have a training ship for the purpose
of training a larger number of boys who would
probably take to the sea as a profe:sion. He
was sorry that there was not a training ship at
their disposal, but one had been applied for,
A eonsiderable number of people scemed to
think that our youths were better employed in
agricultural pursuits, and there was a great
deal in that; at the same time, while some
boys preferred the land others preferred the
sea, and while they afforded facilities for good
agricultural knowledge and training at experi-
mental farms and at the colleges, they must
also not lose sight of the advisableness of pro-
viding facilities for boys to receive a naval
training and so est:blish the nucleus of a very
useful force in the future. He was glad the vote
generally met with approval, and he would have
been glad to have submitted a larger application,
but that would have meant a reorganication of
the whole service, which he thought was a little
premature in view of federation.

Mr. GLASSEY hLoped that some means
would be devised by which a training vessel
would be able to visit the different ports of
the colony for the purpose of organising naval
cadet corps in the different towns along the
coast. He also hoped that at an early date our
educational system would be extended in such a
manner that all kinds of branches would be
taught, more particularly agriculture to our
boys and dairying to the girls,

Mr. LESINA was utterly opposed to the idea
of having a training vessel. It was already on
the cards that the ¢‘Sobraon,” which replaced
the training ship ““ Vernon” in New South Wales,
would soon be a thing of the past, and that the
boys on that sink of iniquity would be placed in
properly fitted up reformatories on land. The
boys on the training vessels in New South Wales
were not put on war vessels. He had known
scores of those boys in Sydney, and he knew
that after spending several years in learning
various small duties connected with ship life
they were drafted to selections and farms in the
country, and after getting £18 or £20 iu their
pockets they drifted back to the city.

Mr. JENKINSON : Are they auy the worse for
the training ?

Mr. LESTINA : No.

Hon. E. B, ForresT: They went to school

there; they did not go to learn seamanship,

Mr. LESINA : He had spent twelve months
on aship asalad between this and several of
the islands, and he knew it was galling to the
spirit of the Australian native to be ordered
about on a ship. They wanted more freedom,
and their ambitions were wider than was the
gase with men in the old country, who were
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content to live on board ship; and to put boys
on a ship wi'h the view of training them for a
naval career when there were no war vessels open
to them was simply a waste of time. IHe
thought the idea of a training ship was against
the tendency of thie times, and it was better to
train youths in mining, agriculture, and other
industries that were the mainstay of the colony.
They objected to be cooped up on board a ship,
and to have to work under conditions that were
absolutely degrading. It was a fact that New
South Wales at the present time was rent from
the centre to the circumference by revelations
concerning the internal managemeunt and morals
on board the “Sobrann.” They were talking
seriously in the other colonies of abolishing such
vessels at a time when it was proposed to start
them here. He was strongly opposed to the
proposal, and could bring evidence to prove that
the system had been a failure, and had been set
aside for a.system by which the boys were taught
useful trades and occupations on land instead of
forcing them to take up an occupation they had
no liking for,

Mr. BROWNE : The hon. member for Cler-
mont had been confusing a reformatory ship pure
and simple with a training ship. He did not
think the experience on the subject in Australia
was very much anyhow, but he could say that
some of the best seamen England ever had were
those who had been serving on the training
ships at London, Liverponl, and other big ports.
The hon. member had also made a mistake in
saying that the Australian youth did not take
to the sea, because hon. members generally were
aware that some of thesmartest and best captains
they had, not only on their coasting boats, but on
some of the boats running between Enrope and
Australia, were natives of Australia. He knew
Australian natives who had the hest—the old
Londeon—certificates, and in proportionto popula-
tion the number of Australixn natives who took
to the sea was greater, and there were more certifi-
cated men amongst them than even Great Britain
could boast of,

Mr. JACKSON asked how it was there was
no naval cadet corps established at Brisbane
when they found corps established at Mary-
borough and at Cairns?

The PREMIER : It appeared that the only
places from which applications had been made
for the establishment of such corps had been
Maryborough and Cairns, It was just as well to
see how they would develop. Xe was informed
that Captain Drake had it in contemplation to
form a corps in Brisbane, but the first apulica-
tions had been first served.

Question put and passed.

PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD.

The PREMIER woved that £1,008 be granted
for the Public Service Board. The vote showed
an increase of £72, He would anticipate debate
on the vote by saying that the Public Service
Board as at present constituted expired at the
end of December of this year, and it would be
incumbent upon the Government to introduce &
Bill to make provision for its reorganisation or
continuance in some shape. The Government
did not consider that there would be sufficient
time this session to consider how its organisation
might be improved, but they frankly admitted
that there might be improvement in the board.

Ho~xouraBrLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : At the same time the ques-
tion required to be well thought out, and he
could not pronounce that the Government would
be prepared this session to introduce a Bill to
constitute a Public Service Board on a different
basis, Their intention was to introduce a short
Bill this session to continue the board as it at
present existed for - another twelve months,
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during which time the whole question might be
fully considered. A great many phases of the
question demanded full debate and eriticism, but,
on the whole, the board as at present constituted
had done good service in relieving Ministers of
patronage, and of a good deal of emibarrassment
from the numerous applicants who but for the
board would have applied to them to fill
vacancies. He did not wish to open up the whole
question, but he thought it would be admitted
that it would be an advantage to the public
service if persons outside the departments could
be introduced. New blood at times was good,
and it would be an advantage if at times the
board had power to go outside the narrow groove
of appointment by seniority and from within
the ranks of the service. The matter was one
which demanded much fuller debate than could
be devoted to it that evening, and, while recog-
nising that it was desirable to reconsider the
organisation of the board, it was only the inten-
tion of the Government this session to introduce
a Bill to continue their functions under existing
conditions for another year.

Mr. Groox : You won’t want the board after
federation.

The PREMIER thought they would, but that
was only another reason why they should extend
the functions of the present board for another

ear.
v Mr. McDONNELL (FortitudeValley): It was
generally accepted that the Board had not given
that general satisfaction all round that was ex-
pected. There was no doubt ahout that.

The PREMIER : That is very difficult.

Mr. McDONNELL: He admitted it was very
difficult to please Parliament and give satis-
faction to the public, and, he supposed, to the
Civil Service. When this Bill was introduced
he hoped provision would be made to meet what
he regarded as very deserving cases. There were
many young men who got temporary employ-
ment in the departments who were debarred,
through being over age, from receiving permanent

employment in the Civil Service. They were only.

employed casually ; but they were gocd and able
servants, and would be an acquisition to the
servic®. He hoped the Premier would give some
consideration to their case. He believed that
some of the permanent heads of departments
were anxious that some provisdion should be
made whereby these people, who had been
employed casually for a number of years, should
have some preference for employment in the
gervice. But the purpose for which he had risen
was to refer to the entrance fee which was
charged in connection with examinations by
the Public Service Board. He wished to refer
particularly to the case of the examination
held some time ago for the position of female
telephone assistants. Hach girl who went up
for examination had to pay an entrance fee of
10s. In many cases they were daughters of
poor women, who had had a very hard task
to educate them up to the point that they would
be able to go up for the examination. A
great many of them were not successful in
passing the examination, and the fees were
retained by the department. He did not know
whether that was a regulation or a rule, but he
did not think it was a good rule or regulation ;
and, in any case, the fess of those who did not
gucceed in passing should be returned. He
hoped the Premier would be able to arrange that
in future, Particularly in the case of telephone
assistants the unsuccessful candidates should
have the fees returned to them.

MEeMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : He could not say anything
about what was the custom with the telephone
applicants for examination, but he understood
that the Public Service Board charged an
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entrance fee to defray the expenses of the public
examiners, and he did not think it was unfair
that a small fee should be charged. Why should
the fess be returned to the unsuccessful candi-
dates and the successful candidates muleted ?

Mr, Jacksox: They get the positions.

The PREMIER : They frequently had to wait
for them. However, he did not think the matter
was of great importance. Of course the Govern-
mert should not make any profit out of it, and he
would inquire if the fees paid left anvthing
beyond the fees paid to the examiners. If not;
if there was no surplus, he did not think there
was any faunlt to be found with a moderate fee.

Mr. McDONNELL: He thought there was
reason in bringing the matterup, because this was
the only opportunity there would be of bringing
it up.

No.

The TREASURER :
General’s Department,

Mr. McDONNELL: The
Board made the regulations,

The TREASTRER : Not for the telephone exami-
nation. That is the Post Office.

Mr. MoDONNELL: They did last year. He
inquired at the department and found that the
examination was held under the Public Service
Board.

The TREASURER : The last one was held under
the Post Uffice regulations.

Mr. McDONNELL : Whatever reason there
was for charging fees to successful candidates,
there was none for retaining the fees of unsuc-
cessful candidates, In fact he believed there
should be no fees charged at all—that everybody
should have free access so long as they were
uuder the age which was prescribed. He was
present at one of the examinations; there was
a very large number of applicants ; there were
two examiners, and he did not think they were
paid a very large amount for their services. He
thought there was a large amount of reason in
what he asked the Premier. particularly as there
was a large number of those people to whom 10s.
meant a large amount of money.

Mr. JENKINSON : They would probably have
to pay for the coaching previously.

Mr. McCDONNELL: There was a great deal
of expense in coaching up.

The PREMIER : Do you expect the Government
to pay for that, too?

Mr. McDONNELL : No, he did not ; but he
thought there should not be any fee charged.
There was no fee charged in connection with
scholarship and school examinations, and he
thought the same principle should apply to
public service examinations. This big difference
between the fees should induce the hon. gentle-
men to consider whether it would not be wise to
dispense altogether with these fees, or, at all
events, to return the fees of those who were
not successful,

Mr. GIVENS: The question that troubled
him in connection with the board was not
s0 much the question of examinations, because
he was perfectly convinced that a man or
woman should be expected to prove their ability
for the position, but that many gentlemen were
appointed to positions in the public service,
be assumed with the approval of the board,
without passing any examination at all, or
having to pay any fee. Further than that,
they were appointed over the heads of people
already in the service who occupied infe-
rior positions, and who might justly consider
themselves entitled to have a prior claim.
It seemed to him altogether wrong that appoint-

ments should be made outside the

[7 p.m.] service, while there were men in the

ranks of the service well qualified
and deserving of promotion by their years of
hard and arduous work. It was only natural

The Postmaster-

Public Service
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that these men should look forward to such pro-
motion as was available, as a reward for their
long and arduous service in their particular
departments. He had several cas=s in his
mind’s eye, which had come under his notice,
where men had been appointed from outside the
service entirely, and the general impression
amongst the public was that although the board
had been appointed to do away with political
influence, yet that influefice was still rampant.
These appointments from the outside were
chiefly due to political influence. In his own
electorate there had been one or two of these
appointments. He was not going to gquarrel
with the character of those men appointed, or to
in any way detract from their ability, but he did
say that while there were men .available in the
service, especially in the partieular branches to
which hs referred, that they ought to bave been
given the first chance of promotion. But men
were taken from outside the serviee, and
appointed without any examinativn at all—
men whose qualifications were scarcely equal,
decidedly not superior, to the qualifications of
men already in the service. They had also had
some new appointments during the last twelve
months, He did net know what particular
rowine was observed with regard to thess
appointments, but it appeared that political
influence was as rampant as it was before the
appointment of the Public Service Board. If
that was so, it was a waste of money to have
this board—while political influence was allowed
to obtain., Several new appointments had been
created during the last twelve months, and
men had been put into positions from outside
the service. He would like to point out to
the hon. member for Fortitude Valley, who
spoke about the examination fees being remitted
to unsuccessful candidates, that as far as he
knew in connection with some of these appnint-
ments, there bad been no examination at all and
no fees had been taken. For instance, the new
appointment of Inspector of Totalisators—he did
not know whether the gentleman appointed to
that position had been appointed or recommended
by the Public Service Board or not. It was
certainly generally considered

The PReEMIER : That is not on this estimate.

Mr. GIVENS was not going into the merits of
the case, because he would have & more fitting
opportunity by-and-bye. It seemed to him that
if such an appointment, which carried with it a
handsome salary, was necissary, it should have
been filled by someone from inside the service.
Thab appointment was not at all free from the
suspicion of political patronage, which the board
had been created to do away with, These
appointments might only be coincidences, but
when he saw coincidence on tep of coincidence,
it naturally created a suspicion in the minds of
many people like himself who, under ordinary
circumstances, were not suspicious. He objected
to money being wasted on this board if they did
not do their duty, and he hoped the Premier
would stick to his idea that the board needed
reforming. He could assure the hon. gentleman
that the system under which the board worked
needed reform very badly.

Mr. McDONNELL : In support of what he
had said previously, he would mention that in
the Railway Department, in the clerical and
mechanical branches, there were no entrance
fers. Some years ago fees were charged, but
that had been done away with in recent years.
There was, he understood, a medical fee charged
—a fee for the medical examination before suc-
cessful competitors were admitted into the
department. He hoped the Premier would see
his way to cause these fees to be remitted to the
unsuccessful candidates, particylarly to the
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female applicants for positions of telephone
attendants. It was not justice that these fees
should be retained.

Mr., GLassgy : Why charge any fees at all ?

Mr. McDONNELL : He was in favour of the
abolition of fees, but if any were charged it
should be very small, and it should be remitted
to unsuceessful candidates.

The PREMIER explained that the fees had
been fixed by the Public Service Board. They
had fixed, for instance, a fee of 10s. for examining
switchboard attendants, and he understood all
the fees were banded over fo the examiners to
pay the cost of examination. If no fees were
charged, the number of unsuccessful candidates
would be very much larger than it was.

Mr. JENKINSON : Are all the fees paid over, no
matter how many candidates there may be ?

The PREMIER : Professional men conducted
the examinations, aud he understood that the
whole of the fees were paid over to them with
the exception of the cost of hiring a room in
which to hold an examination. He hardly could
see how the views ofthe hon. member could bemet
unless all fees were abolished.. He would inquire
into the matter.

Mr. McDONNELL hardly thought the Pre-
mier was correct in his statement that all fees
were paid to the examiners. Af the last exami-
nation for the Post and Telegraph Department
there wrre 150 candidates who paid 10s. each.
If the examiners got all the fees, then they were
paid £75 for two days’ work.

Question put and passed.

IMMIGRATION.

The PREMIER moved that the sum of
£2,406 be granted for immigration. That covered
the departmental expenses, and there appeared
to be an increase of £1,363 upon last year’s vote.
There were increases to two clerks, half of whose
salary was paid from the Pacific Islanders’ fund.
The same applied to two messengers. There
was an increase in the number of wardsmen at
£80 a year each, amounting in the aggregate to
£332. The item of contingencies was increased
from £325 to £1,200 which was necessitated by
the increased scope of the work to cover cost of
fuel, light, and provisions. He understood that
some hon. members had expressed a desire to
discuss the whole question of immigration under
that vote rather than upon the Loan HEstimates,
which really made the provision for carrying on
immigration on a larger scale,

Mr. BROWNE : When the Agent-General’s
department was under discussion he spoke about
taking the immigration debate upon that vote.
1t was suggested that the debate should be
postponed until the Loan Estimates were under
consideration, but his reason for desiring to
take the discussion now was that there was
really no fair opportunity of discussing it on
the Loan Estimates. Last year the trust and
special funds, the loan vcte, and the Appropria-
tion Bill were all disposed of at one sitting very
late in the year, when a great many hon. mem-
bers had gone to their homes and were tired of
the session, the consequence of which was that
there was no fair discussion on either side. If
there had been a possibility of carrying any reduc-
tion in the vote or carrying an adverse motion
to the Government it was quite impossible to do
it then on account of the paucity of attendance.
Whatever steps might be taken towards securing
a reduction of the loan money proposed to be
spent on immigration, he at all events thought
that hon. members should now at that stage
express their views briefly upon the immigration
policy of the Government. As he had said
before, there was room in this country for millions
of people where there were now only thousands,
but at the same time he believed, as the Treasurer
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pointed out in his Financial Statement, that the
proper way to bring people here was to make
the conditions such that they would be attracted
here of their own free will. As far as his opinion
went there was no necessity to spend a large sum
of money in bringing people out from the old
country. That had been going on for two years
past, and aceording to the testimony of the Agent-
Generaland various agents who had vepresented
the colony it had been an absolute failure, and
yet they were asked to spend a great deal more
money upon immigration, If hon, members
would look at the Agent-General’s report they
would tind that the first twelve pages were taken
up entirely with immigration matters. There
was also a very long report from Mr, Randall, a
gentleman whose appointraent for a second term
he had opposed, although he was bound to admit
that he was a very industrious man and did all he
could to push the interests of the colony in
England. In his reportshe wound up paragraph
by paragraph by saying he had “a lot of in-
quiries” ; he had ““many inquiries” ; he had **in-
quiries on every possible subj-et’”’; then that he had
“frequent inquiries”; but right through he con-
fessed that the inquiries had resulted in very little
and that the pecple did not goout to the colony.
In one place he spoke of an old man and his son
who made great inquiries and expressed their
wish to come to Queensland, and it was hardly
worth their while voting large sums of money
for the sake of that sort of thing. They were
told time after time that the objeet of the
Government was to get farm labourers, and
domestic servants in particular, to come to the
colony, and that they would not countenance the
immigration of other classes of people, Now,
on pages b and 6 of the Agent-General’s report
there was a copy of a circular letter which had
been sent to nearly 1,000 emigration agents in
Great Britain, giving them all particulars with
respect to immigrants for Queensland. That cir-
cular letter informed them that they would receive
a bonus of 10s. 6d. per head for every third-class
adnlt passenger over twelve years of age, and
half that amount for every child over the age of
three years, whom they secured. Furthar than
that the letter stated that »ll immigrants would
get their passages for £13 13s. and a ship’s kit
provided by the Queensland Government, and
went on to say that ‘‘all persons who are
mentally and bodily sound are eligible, without
regard to occupation, age, or sex.” He was not
certain whether he was right, but he believed
that in addition to the £18 13s. the Government
had to pay something to the stearaship companies
to make up the passage money.

The PrEmrer: No.

Mr. BROWNE : The C.mmittee should pause
before it allowed a big lot of money—taking the
various immigration votes it would amount to
something like £70,000 or £80,000—to be spent
in bringing out people ** without regard to occu-
pation, age, or sex.”
was brought under his notice that shortly after
the *‘Duke of Portland” arrived, three men—
whom he thought were Scandinavians by their
names—were put to work as labourers in the
Telegraph Department. They were only tem-
porarily employed, but that was no reason why
they should pay to bring people from other parts
of the world to work as labourers in the Telegraph
Department when they had any amount of men
at the present time who would be only too
glad to get those jobs. There was just one
orher matter he wished to draw particular atten-
tion to. Hon. members on the other side had
been rather rough on hon. members on that side
—in fact, last cession the lie direct had been
given to one or two members on that side when
they spoke of the rates of wages at home and the
condition of farm labourers, Some farming
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representatives on the other side resented very
strongly the statements of some hon. members
on his side—not bimself, hecause he did not know
anything about the farming industry In the old
country, and did not know much of it in this
colony ; but some hon. members on that sids
had stated that farm Jabourers got better pay at
home than they could get in Queensland, arousing
a storm of indignation from hon. members oppo-
site, The Agent-General himself wrote a report,
supplementing the reports of the immigration
lecturers, and on page 41 of his report he said—
I would like to add some observatious of my own on
the subject of emigration. The figures supplied by Mr.
Dicken are of course only made up to the end of Decem-
ber last. at which date all that could possibly be done
in anticipation of parliamentary sanction had been
completed, but the results will only appear in the
present year. Directly your cablegram arrived, the
liberal provision of Parliament was not only widely
advertised, but all the agencies were advised, and
Mr Randall, with several tewporary lecturers, has been
addressing the agrienltural classes with a view to their
migration to Queensland. The results are not very
encruraging, but I do not feel it my duty in consequence
to extend the assistance beyond those specially particu-
larised, otherwise I should easily fill many ships with
unskilled labourers, who would, I am sure, only tend to
presently swell the numbers of your unemployed.

Then came the part to which he wished to draw
particular attention—

It is indeed a difficult problem to attract to Queens-
land farmers, farm labourers, and domestic servants.
Not only have the conditions changed in this kingdom
materially within the last ten years, and the very
classes you require receive better wages here. but there
is an admitted scarcity in the farming districts of
England for their requirements, and it requires very
great inducements to get people to go anywhere.

In the face of that report of the Agent-General,
in the first place it was a sin and shame to ask
people to come here to work for less pay and under
worse conditicns than they ewnjoyed at home;
and, in the second place, it was unfair to ask the
taxpayers of the colony to spend large sums of
meoeney in bringing people here to compete with
them in the labour market where they were not
required. The Agent-General went on to say—

But the worst faclor—almost amounting to a deterrent
—is the almost constant stream of warning letters [rom
residents in Australia, cautioning people not to migrute
there under any circumstances. I have had to deal
with many of these, the worst of which are those con-
taining half truths.

He had read some of the letters which had
appeared in the Press, and in some cases he had
not agreed a little bit with them. They had
attempted to degrade the colony, and had told a
lot of untruths. But there were others which
contained the truth, and he would draw atten-
tion to this passage in the Agent-Generals
report—
For everyone published, many similar were received
by privite persons, whe circulated the information.
He could quite understand the man who thirsted
for notoriety writing letters to the papers over
his signature, and stirring up trouble, but the
man who wrote private letters to his friends and
relatives, advising them not to come to Queens-
land, and telling them that the conditions of
life were worse here than in the old country,
would hardly do that unless he believed what he
was writing. He did not think there was any
sense in moving a reducticn of the
[7:80 p.m.] vote, but he thought the matter to
which he had referred was one which
should be seriously considered by hon, members
before they voted the sum of £50,000 on the Loan
Estimates, especially when the Agent-General
told them that the very class of labour they
wanted in the colony was unprocurable, becuuse
it was better paid in the old country than in
Queensland, and that in order to get people to
come here they were paying a bonus of 10s. 6d.
a head for adults and half that amount for
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children over twelve, and the Government were
providing them with ship kits without any
restriction as to age, sex, or occupation.

The PREMIER: The hon. member appeared
to be wixing up two phasesof immigration. In the
letter of the 21st of December, which was repro-
duced in the .Agent-General’s report, it was
stated that—

Third-class passages may be obtained for £13 13s.
each by the Queensland Royal Mail steamers leaving
about every four weeks for the prinecipal ports in the
colony, and the Queensland Government provide the
ship kits for these passages.

That applied to part paying immigrants, and not
to the class of immigrants who were paid for by
the State.

Mr., GrasseEy: You do not pay a bonus for
such persons ?

The PREMIER: Yes, 10s. Gd. a head was
paid to the shipping agents in Great Britain for
inducing those people to come to Queensland.
But the class of persons whose passages were paid
were farin labourers and female domestic sec-
vants, which was made clear by the advertisement
issued by the Agent-General. The Government
were not, as he understood the hon. member to
imagine, endeavouring to attract artizans and
others of that class by giving them free passages.

Mr. BROwNE : I know that, and I made the
distinction.

The PREMIER : He believed the colony was
languishing for want of population, and if it was
a fact, as alleged, that 1n Great Britain, where
they had a population of 40,000,000, better wages
were oblainable in certain occupations than in
this colony, where they had only 500,000 people,
the ohvious inference was that they wanted a
larger population here to encourage that indus-
trial and commercial activity by which better
wages would be provided. Bubt he was very
much inclined to take with a grain of salu the
statement that better wages were paid in Great
Britain, except for experts in certain branches of
industry, than were obLtainable in Queenslani.
He did not think farm labourers got better wages
there. If they did, why was there such a stream
of immigration to other parts of the Empire?
The Agent-General, in his report, said that, on
his way to Penzance, Mr, Randall stopped for a
day or two at Newport and Plymouth, and
visited the Ruyal Cornwall Society’s show.

He was much impressed with the fact that the Cape

was the great and favourite feld for the Cornishmen.
Thewen go backwards and forwards time after time, at
different seasons, and talk as familiarly of South Africa
as if it was the next country. A railway official told
him that a single train from Prnzance often collected as
many as 200 pussengers, chiefiy miners, on its way to
Piymouth, for a single Cape steanier.
Then, hon. members knew that the Dominion of
Canada and the States attracted a large amount
of agricultural labour from the mother country
during the harvest season on account of their
proximity to Great Britain. At the beginning
of the harvest season large steamers crossing the
Atlantic conveyed numbers of agriculturists to
those countries, and when they had harvested
the crops those people returned to the old
country, bringing with them sufficient money to
keep their families in reasonable competence
dnring the period when work was not to be found.
The nearest fields for labur were always the
most atbractive. The immigration agent here
spoke very hopefully on the subject of immigra-
tion. He said—

The satistactory tendeney to increase of immigration,
especially under the nominated system, has been well
sustained during the past year. Nomination of rela-
tives or Iriends in the old countries by permanent
Queensland settlers becomes a most effectual advertis-
ing medium, as well as being the most desirable agency
for obtaining the right classes of immigrants,
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That officer also stated that—

The proportions of arrivals landed at the several
ports during the current year were as follows :—Thurs-
day Island, 47; Townsville. 278; Rockhatapton, 96;
Cuairns, 28; Mackay, 10; Maryborough, 20; Brisbane,
So that it would be seen that there was a fair
distribution of immigrants along the coast. And
the reports he had rcceived showed that at the
present time there was still a strong, healthy
demand for farm labourers and female domestic
servants in the colony. Those were the classes for
which the enlarged provision on the Loan HEsti-
mates was chiefly intended to provide, and he
had no wish to encourage the introduction of
people coming here as paupers. The classes to
which they were now confining immigration hac
been all absorbed, and there was great demand
for more ; and thecolony wasto be congratulated
on presenting a better field fur the employment of
labour than it had done for many years past

Me. BROWNE : With regard to full-paying
passengers he had made a distinction when he
spoke and had asked whether the Government
were paying a subsidy to the steamship com-
panies in addition. The hon. gentleman said
they were not, but the fact was that the Govern.
ment were paying 10s. 6d. a head to the re-
cruiting agents, and providing a kit in addition.
It was not a large amount per head, still it was
bringing people here assisted by the Govern-
ment.

The PrEmMIER: Don’t you think every unif
added to the population is worth that amount to
the colony ?

Mr. BROWNE: Of course he believed that it
was a good thing to add to the population ; but
he did not believe in bringing out people assisted
by the Government without any restriction as
to age, sex, or occupation. He believed the 256
men sent to South Africa were worth more than
500 of the sort for whose selection a bonus was
paid to agents in the oid country. With regard
to the migration of Cornishmen to and from the
Cape, everyone knew the reason of that. They
were miners following their occupation. There
was a large wmigration backward and forward
between Australia aud the Cape, and he knew
scores and scores of Australian digsers who were
just as familiar with the Cape fields as with
the Queensland fields. The hon. gentleman said
that the chief reason why we were not getting
peopleeligible for farming was because they were
absorbed by Canada and those places, but the
Agent-General differed entirely from the hor
gentleman because he said in his report on
page 41—

T notice Canada, which colony by its nearness has
already skimmed the eream of the agricultural emigrant
population here, and is still a competitor, finds itself at
present driven to prospect fresh fields, and is largely
devoting its energies to inducing colonies of European
aliens to migrate in swarms—a policy which, I under-
stand. has not your approval in regard to Queensland
If the hon. gentleman would read the report of
the Agent-General, he would see that the agents
could not get the class of people required bere,
and it was unfair to tax the people here to bring
out immigrants who were not of an eligible class,
When they knew that countries so advantage-
ously situated as Canada as a field for immigra-
tion could not procure them, what was the use
of putting £50,000 on the Estimates here for the
purpose of getting people that could not pos-
sibly be got to come here?

The PREMIER : The 10s. 6d. was not paid
as a subsidy to the immigrant; it was paid to
induce the shipping agents to advocate the
attractions of Queensland as against other fields
for emigration from the old country, and, there-
fore, it was money that might very fairly be
expended, = As to the kit, that was a small
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matter that he need not discuss further. The

statement of the Agent-General sustained his

view, because he said—

I notice Canada, which colony by its nearness has
already skimmed the cream of the agricultural emigrant
population here, and is stll a competitor, finds itself at
present driven to prospect fresh fields, and is largely
devoting its energies to introdueing colonies of
European aliens to migrate in swarms—a policy which
I understand has not your approval in Queensl nd.
Certainly not. He would prefer if pos<ible to
get as many as they could of their own kith and
kin. The report went on to say—

In view of all these facts, so well known here, I am
content to largely rely on the system of payment by
results through the many agencies actively operating,
which, if it fails by reason of circumstances {0 pre-
sently secure the people you requnire, has this merit
that it does not involve ihe colony in any expense
Sympathising most heartily with your desire for emi-
gration of that ctass of peoyle only whom I know
Queensland cau absorb without displacing labour
already there, no effort shall be wanting on my part to
carry out your wishes in the best mterests of the
colony. Under these circumstances I find no new
shipping facilities are either practicable or presentiy
necessary, and as the British India company have
intimated their intention to run a steamer every fori-
night, this would enable me to land 1.200 emigrants
within the year, 2 consummation greatly to be desired.
They have promised an cxtra steainer if a full number,
say 200, is provided, and I hope the first of these will
leave in May next,

In connection with the enlarged vote for immi-
ration, he had expressly advised the Agent-
eneral that he did not want to see lurge ship-

loads dumped down in the colony, so to speak,
at one time, but that he wanted them to ariive
in small numbers, Bvery three months a vessel
would bring from 200 to 300, and the other
boats would bring something like sixty, certainly
less than 100, and he considered that under those
circumstances, if this imamigration was confined
to farm labourers st d domestic servants, they
would be readily absorbed on their arrival, and
the result would be beveficiai both to themselves
and to the colony.

Mr. KEOGH (Rosewood): He believed that
no young country cowld prosper without having a
good yeoman population, and thought it would be
beneficial to this country if we could get a nnmber
of the class of immigrants now going to Canada
and the United States. He believed that
if further inducements were held out that
class of people could be attracted to this
colony, but unfortunately we did not hold
out inducements to those people to come here.
Immigrants to Canada have land set apart for
them, and were met on landing by parties
who took them to land, and saw that they
had sutlicient good land to settle on. Not
ounly that, but they were actually provided with
the necessaries of life for twelve months, to give
them an opportunity of making a start on the
land. Why should not such inducements he
held out to persons coming to this coleny? If
they were they would have a stream of immi-
grants of the proper class coming to the colony.
It was advisable that they should hold out even
better inducements than Canada, becuse it was
s0 much easier for people to go to Canada and
the United States than to come here. This
was the furthest away portion of the British
Empire, but be had no hesitation in saying that
they had Jland here as good as any under
the canopy of Heaven to-day, and without
exaggerating in the slightest a population of
many millions could be supported in this colony,
and it would be far better for those here now to
have a large number of people to share the
burden they had to bear. Some hon. members
who spoke adversely on the question were not
totally opposed to immigration, but to the
immigration of certain classes, and he was with
them in that. Some time ago when immigration
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was atits top, plenty of people came here who
were no credit to the colony, but a great
many who bhad been brought here by Dr.
Lang and by Dr. Quinn had settled upon
the soil and were a credit to the colony. If
the hon. member for Toowoomba were pre-
sent he could bear him out in the statement
that a great many of the best immigrants who
had bren brought to the colony had been brought
out under the auspices of the late Dr, Quinn,
and at the suggestion of the archbishop of the
colony at the present moment. If such immi-
grants as those could be introduced it would be
beneficial to the colony. The hon. member for
Croydon had referred to the Scandinavians who
had come out, and he might say that out of
fifteen of those men he saw ouly five knew any-
thing at all about agriculture.
MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear !

Mr. KEOGH : Those were not the only parties
at the depdt at the time, but though he had
employed five or six men he found afterwards
that only one of thern knew anything at all about
farming. So that what his hon. friends had said
was perfectly correct, as the class of men who
wete coming out were no good for agriculture.
They might be induced to enter upon some
employment more congenial to them, but what
they required more than anything else was agri-
cultural labeurers and domestic servants. He
asserted that in Ipswich to-day you could not
get a girl that was worth her salt to work for you.

Mr. Lrsina : They get better treated in the
factories than by their mistresses. That is the
reason.

Mr. KEOGH : With regard to the factories,
he was thoroughly well aware that the reason
they went to the factories was that they went
to work between 8 and 9 in the morning, and
got away between 5 and 6 in the afternoon,
and they could ‘‘do the block” at night. He
believed that good girls would come from
home if good wages were offered them. He
asserted that good domestic servants were not
to be got in Queensland at the present time,
and he wou'd be glad to see immigrants of that
class brought to the colony. He agresd with
the statements that had been made thav it was
found very difficult to get good immigrants,
but he found fault to some extent with the
way in which the immigration department in
Eigland was carrying out its duty. They were
circumscribed in their work, and confined their
operations to England, while there were people
in other portions of the United Kingdom who
would be glad to come to the colony. Friends
of his own had written to tell him that there
was a fleld for the immigration agent in the
part of the world he cume from if propr
inducements were held out. He hoped they
would be, because it was only by immigration
of the proper class of people that the colony
could hope to prosper.

The PREMIER : It had been brought under
his notice that some of the Scandinavian immi-
grants did not fulfil their representations as to
their ability as farm labourers, and the Agent-
General had been written to in that connection,
to see that pgreater care was exercised in the
future. Sir Horace Tozer in his report stated in
connection with Scandinavian emigration-—

1 appointed Mr, August Isrsen, on the st May, to
continue this work actively, and directed him to proceed
to the countries abovename~d on a three weeks’ tour to
personally interview emigrati)n agents there, und
report on the best way of conducting operatious.

He also said—

I am convineed that Scandinavia is not only an
excellent. but the best, field for our colony
to obtain emigrants from in future. There

[8pm.] : .
are no people in Europe who emigrate so
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largely as the Bcandinavians, because it is hard for
them to get on in their own countries, where the soil is
poor; they are familiar with the idea of emigration,
nearly every man having friends or relatives abroad.

So he hoped—in fact he was sure—that in future
the Scandinavian immigrants would be more
carefully selected in order to fulfil the conditions
of agricultural labourers. He did not think the
hon. gentleman had any reason for finding fault
with the Agent-General for selecting immigrants
from any one country.

Mr. Krgoer: They have got no lecturer in
Ireland.

The PREMIER: The Immigration Agent
reported —

Trom the application books in this ofice containing
the names of the “nominors ” and the “ nominees,” I
find, taking the average for the last three years, that
the Irish number 47 per cent.; Bnglish, 29 ; Scotch, 9;
Italians, 7; Scandinavians, 5 ; and Germans, 3 per cent.

Therefot:e, he was sure there was no desire to
exclude immigrants from the Emerald Isle.

Mr. KrogH : I did not say that.

Mr. Lrany: He says there are too many of
them coming.

The PREMIER: He understood the hon.
member to say there were none coming. He did
not think there were two many of their
own countrymen, whether they came from Bng-
land, Scotland, or Ireland. Certainly he would
rather have a shipload of them than half-a-dozen
of another nationatity, He thought their fellow-
countrymen had built up this grand country, and,
as far as any instructions were given in this direc-
tion, he endeavoured to impress upon the Agent-
General that, over and above all, he must see
and obtain supplies from the mother country.
He did not wish to say anything against the
Scandinavians or the Swedes ; but they wanted
their own kith and kin, their own blood relations.
He was glad to hear the commendation of the
hon. member for Rosewood, because it seemed
to him a justification and endorsement of the
action which had been taken and an endorsement
of the fact that the agricultural districts of the
colony were in want of a very much larger
number of immigrants than even they had on
the sea. Still, as he had said, he did not want
an excess of immigration supply by introducing
too large an amount at once and see men
going from town to town seeking employment
and finding none. He wanted the demand
always to exceed the supply, so that, as the
supply came gradually along, it might be
absorbed without disturbing the industrial or
other interests of the colony.

Mr. LESINA : He might say straight away
that he strongly protested against this system
of assisted immigration which was being carried
out by the Government, He did not see what
benefit it was to the great mass of the work-
ing people of this colony, who comprised 85 per
cent. of the population. So far the results
had only been to impose additional taxation on
the mass of the people, who were already as
heavily taxed, if not more heavily taxed, as™ the
people of any other colony in the group. The
competition which had resulted from this assisted
immigration had resulted in a reduction of
wages in many industries. He would give
reasons which would convince membersthat most
reprehensible means were being used by the
Agent-General and his satellites in Europe to
inveigle people to leave comfortable employment
and comfortable homes in European countries,
to come out here to do battle with the flies, and
the sun, and the sin, and the sweat, and the
sorrow under the rule of the present Govern-
ment., Some of the democratic papers in the
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old country, like Reynolds’s Newspaper, have
been doirg their best to discourage the people of
England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales from
coming out by publishing facts with regard to
the number of unemployed and the colony’s
great national debt, and by publishing the fact
that Queensland has the biggest national
debt per head of population of any country
on the face of God’s earth. This fact had
scared a good many away. The fact that
they had men who were working for lower
wages on the hot tropical plantations than
even kanakas had also convineced a lot of
square-headed Irishmen, Englishmen, Welsh-
men, and Scotchmen that Queensland was not
the glorious country it was cracked up to be in the
literature issued through the Agent-General’s
Office. What was this literature? They had
in the Agent-General’s report reference to the
fact that advertisements were being inserted in
the papers, and that leaflets were being sent out
in half-a-dozen different languages, and in lots
of 10,000, 5,000, 3,000, and 2,000, These bunches
were being sent out to the various centres and
distributed amongst the farming population,
amongst the population working at the secondary
industries, and amongst the people generally
who desired to better their lot. It was set forth
that Queensland was a perfect paradise—a
promised land flowing with milk and homney;
and that if they come here and settle down
they could get land on the most ridiculously
easy terms, and find constant employment. The
conditions were so favourable that any man,
be he Swede, Scandinavian, Englishman, Scotch-
man, Irishman, or Welshman, could, in the
course of a few years, drive his buggy and pair,
and go out with a tall hat and a suit of broad-
cloth. That was the tenor of the literature he
had got; and if the Committee would allow him,
he would read extracts from this beautiful Toze-
rian literature, which would go to prove that the
Agent-General in the old couniry was keeping
up the reputation he earned in this country, and
which had distingnished him in political life in
Queensland—the reputation of postponing the
truth for the purpose of the moment. There
were three leaflets ; and he would quote ex-
tracts from the three to show the kind of
lies being retailed by the official representative
of the colony in London for the purpose of
inducing or inveigling honest citizens, who were
at present obtaining a fairly decent livelihood
and who were in fairly decent employment, to
come out here and compete with the wretched
bush-workers—the shearers and rouseabouts—
and the men who were working on the sugar
plantations, and who were being ground down by
the systems of competition which prevailed fo
the lowest level. Leaflet No, 1 affirmed that the
demand for all classes of agricultural labourers
and female domestic servants had been very great
during the past season, and was not only likely to
continue, but would increase. It also affirmed
that “both men and women would be at liberty
to go where they choose and do what they please
on landing ; and that ploughmen and wagoners
could easily obtain 20s. a week, with board;
shepherds and cowmen, 18s. and 20s.,” and it
concluded with the following plausible perora-
tion :—

Those who desire to accept this most favourable
opportunity for a free passage to the most delightful
and progressive of our British colonies, should, to pre-
vent disappointment, lose no time in making up their
minds, as the concession is liable to be withdrawn at
any moment.

Did not that remind hon. members of an adver-
tisement in the Courier or the Telegraph, notify-
ing the sale of a bankrupt stock—* Ladies and
gentlemen, roll up ; here’s the chance of a life-
time ; if you don’t grasp it now, if you let it flif
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past, it will be gone for ever.” Note the quack
nature of these advertisements! Then Mr.
Rumsey, the Government agent, went on—

Think seriously, decide prompily, and earry out your
vesolution boldlv. Bear in mind that Queensland is
only England over the water, with English peopls, cus-
toms, and religion, but with greater {reedom, cheaper
food, and higher wages.

Mr. Leany: Have we given that man a rise ?

Mr. LESINA : No.

Mr. Leany: Then we ought to.

Mr, LESINA : An Irishman’s rise. Then this
was issued under the auspices of the Agent-
General’s office. It was from a pamphlet
headed *More people wanted in Queensland,”
and a smaller heading to the effect that the
Agent-General of Queensland is affording
farmers, dairymen, market gardeners, orchardists
and their families free passages to Queensland,
where they ‘might obtain ‘*frechold homes in a
sunny land.” ¥t was illustrated with choice
views of Canning Downs and Merivale Stations.
It boasted of *““the great demand for farm
and female labour being the caunse of this
absolute gift of free passages by the colonists
of Queensland to a few hard-working British
people.”  “The demand for lahour,” it
affirmed, ““is kept up by the farm labourers of
to-day becoming the farmers of to-morrow, and
in their turn waiting to hire men, and in the case
of single women through a large proportion
leaving their situations to get married.” ““Wages
are high,” it shrieked, ‘“land cheap, provisions
abundant.” ‘A working farmer in Queensland
actually requires no capital to start on a small
Government selection. The first twelye months
may be safely passed in a tent, the climate is so
mild, while at odd times a house is being built.”
Here were English citizens brought from the
old country under this sp- cious false pretence
that they would require no capital. It was said
that for twelve months they could live in a tent,
and at odd times, when they were not fencing or
clearing their seleclions, of which many hon,
members had had a painful experiencé, they
could put up a wattle and dab humpy or a lean-
to of sume description. TFancy the andacity of a
paid official of Queensland trying to deceive the
people of England Ly saying that they would
require no_capital to go on a selection ! It was
for these lies that the people of the colony and
the hon. members sitting in the Chamhber were
taxed to the tune of £27,000 for passage money-
to bring these people out under these false
pretences, Was it any wender that one
of the “Duke of Portland’s” immigrants
recently committed suicide by throwing himself
into the river? These facts should o to the
people in the old country, and if they did not
go through Hansard they would go in some other
way, and let them know that these paid lars
were inducing these people to leave their com-
fortable bomes and billets to come out here under
these false pretrnces. At any rate, it was just
as well that one member reprerenting a working
man’s constituency should stand up and hurl
these facts in the teeth of the Government—
facts which they were only anxious to blink, and
which had been blinked too long.

Mr. Lrany : Ben Tillett would not say that,

Mr. LESINA : It was a scandal and a dis-
grace. In juxtaposition to all this be would
read an extract from the report of the Labour
Bureau, an institution for which they would
shortly be asked to vote a large sum of money—

In some of the Northern sugar districts kanakas were
demanding 16s. and 17s. a week and tucker, and re-
tusing to work for less. Yet the report of the Govern-
ment Labour Bureau just published, guoted white men
as offering, in each of the {ollowing classes of labour,
to work at from 10s. to 15s, a week and found, viz.:—
Axemen, bushmen, butchers’ assistants, cooks (men),
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dairymen, engine-drivers, farm labourers, fencers, fire-
wood-cutters, gardeners, grooms, handy men, horse-
drivers, harvesters, teamsters, and plantation hands.
In the Northern plantations kanakas had struck
and would not work for 10s., and they were
inveigling men from the old country to come
and work for wages that the kanakas would not
work for. They have the effrontery to do that,
and then hon. members were expected to vote
this additional £27,000 for immigration! Then
he noticed in the Treasurer’s statement this cen-
tence, which should also go before the people—
“ That the prosperity of our own people is the
greatest inducement,” 1f men were willing to
work for 10s. or 13s. a week, could we
honestly and conscientiously ask workmen from
England, Ireland, and Scotland to come and
work here, and accept wages which even
kanakas refused? It was scandalous! The
Premier had explained that 47 vper cent. of
those who came here were Irishmen. Why?
It was largely due to the fact that prosperity in
Ireland was not so marked as in England; and
they felt that any change must be a change for
the better., That was the reason why Irishmen
were going to America, Canada, Capetown, and
the colonies—to seclk a livelihood which they
were not p-rmitted to earn in their own country.
It was the misrule of that unfortunate country
during the last fifty years that had reduced its
population from 8,000,000 to 4,000,000. It was
on account of the curse of English landlordism
and English misgovernment. A confcrence had
been held recently at Plymouth—a trades’ union
congress—which was attended by delegates
representing hundreds of thousands of trade
unionists in various parts of the country. A
home newspaper says :—

The leading spirits of the Trade Union Congress,

which met at Plymouth on Monday, even concede that
trade was unever better than it now is,and assuredly
one could not find more reliable testimony than this,
for it business were bad the union leaders would
quiekly announce the fact. On the contrary, everyoue
is said to be making money. Workshops and fastories
are so crowded with orders that work is being sent
abroad to be done by our foreign competitors. The
coal and iron trades are boomning. Shipbuilding yards
are crowded with ships. Xven the British farmer,
who is an object of solicitude for many politicians,
is reaping an abundant barvest. and if rain comes
soon to save his root crops, he will probably socon
forget his past distresses. A well-informed news-
paper man attending the Trade TUnion Congress
says: “The congress meets in the midst of what
is probably the greatess boom in trade that this
country has ever secen. Bvery delegate you speak to
tells of constant employment and high wages. So great
is the demand for labour that all disputes are settling
themselves in the most comfortable tashion. The
Derbyshire nuners bave not a single unemyployed man
on theiv books. The textile trades are just as busy as
the miners, while the iron trades are working overtime
in all directions. The building trades meet the same
condition.”
Could the miners of Queensland say that ? Could
the Government ssy that there were any
unemployed miners in Queensland? Yet the
Derbyshire miners could say that there was not
a solitary unemployed miner in the industry
there, 1t was a crying shame that this sort of
thing was permitted to be done, considering such
an enormous sum of money was voted in this
connection. He would tell hon, members what
happened to these men when they came out
here. First there was the case reported in the
Courier, about the second week of lust July, of a
State-assisted immigrant who came out on board
the “ Duke of Argyle.” That man’s body was
picked up in the river.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I.ANDS: There
are a good many picked up in the Thames, too.

Mr. LESINA: That was true. That man
stated on one occasion that if he was not success-
ful in getting employment he would tie a stone
round his neck and throw himself into the river,
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He was brought out at the expense of the people
of Queensland ; he was put into the Labour
Burean, and after a time he was turned out and
lost, just as a man might turn out and lose a
useless canine. That was another vietim to the
system of State-aided immigration. Then there
were the men who came out in the *Duke of
Portland.” A certain benevolent member of the
Legislative Assembly, who would probably vote
for that immense sum of money to bring out
cheap labour from Great Britain to stock his
farm with them, got a whole family off that
vessel. What did he give them a week? The
father and three able-bodied sons had to work
ten hours a day for a lump sum of 32s. per week,
with rations consisting of 20 b, flour, 4 1b. sugar,
11b, tea, 201b, meat, and an odd tin of condensed
milk. A number of others had heen engaged to
work on plantations and farms at wages ranging
from 12s. 6d. to 152 a week, and ploughmen at
18s. a week. That was the inducement offered
to men to emigrate from HKngland, lured by
silvery-tongued orators like Ben Tillett, assisted
by a limelight exhibition, and with the Agent-
General in the chair—lured by all sorts of
specially cooked statistics, such as that they
would obtain a freehold farm of from 160 to 240
acres for 2s. 6d. an acre, payable in yearly
instalments of 831. an acre, and extending over
a period of ten years. That is another story told
by this pamphlet. He had one final word to say
about the Bcandinavian immigrants that the
““Duke of Portland” emptied on the banks of our
beautiful river, and engaged to work at various
occupations at miserably low wages. Some of
them, after vainly seeking for employment, called
in at the Worker office, and were interviewed
by the editor of that paper. That interview
was published ; it had been sent home, and would
very probably go the round of the Scandinavian
Press, and prevent other Scandinavians from
being seduced into coming to Queensland under
the conditions which brought those now here.
Since their arrival they said they had only had
three weeks’ work, and now they felt like out-
casts in a strange land. Questioned as to their
reasons for leaving Norway, they said it was
not because they could not get work; on the
contrary, there was plenty of it to be had there.
But they were led to believe that Queensland
was & country in which money could be made
very quickly. That inducement, with a free
passage, was the reason which brought them
here. Unlike Queensland, they said that in
Norway a man need not go long unemployed,
and when he got work it was steady, and wages
compared favourably with what was paid for
spasmodic work here. 'The agricultural labourer
was paid from £20 to £25 per year and found in
Norway, and servant girls received 15s. per
month. Their food was gooed, and the places
provided for them to sleep in were far better
than employers provided in Queensland. Alto-
gether, everyone who worked for wages in
Norway had the comforts of a home, but all
that was different in this country. Neither of
the two immigrants had ever worked on a farm.
They said they were never questioned on the
subject before they left Norway or Kngland,
and that there was no trouble in getling a free
passage out. They were spending the taxpayers’
money in bringing out men ignorant of the
language of the country, who never saw a farm,
and who never even pretended that they were
Scandinavian farmers, to develop that particular
industry in Queensland. Those men were never
even questioned on the subject. They were
‘“ shanghied” into coming out, and the men who
‘“shanghied” them got 10s. 6d. per scalp. The
interviewer in the Worker went on to say—
They related the experiences which others of their
shipmates bave had since landing in Queensland, and
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from what they heard several of the girls say they were
inclined to believe that g certain private labour burean
in Queensland was making a good harvest out of the
fees wrung from girls in search of employment. Also,
that someone not unconnected with the immigration
offices in England was very likely co-operating with the
particular labour bureau to explois the pockets of the
immigrant girls. Altogether, they said that the immi-
gration system of Queensland was a cruel fraud on
honest people in other countries who, like them, may
be deceitfully induced to break up comfortable homes
to come out to a country in which there is no better
wages, less work, and worse conditions of life and treat-
ment.

Facts of that kind should induce people in the
old country, when made known to them, should
warn people not to trust the specious statements
of immigration agents and the specially cooked
accounts of the colony that were sent to the
United Kingdom. Again, the Hon., Genrge
Thorn, during the federation debate, pointed out
that he knew of a sawmill in Victoria at which,
out of twenty-two men employed, eighteen had
come to Ausiralia at the expense of the Queens-
land taxpayers. The Queensland taxpayers had
brought those eighteen men out at a large
expense, and had received nothing whatever in
return. How long was such a system to con-
tinue? It was doing harm, not only to the
country but to the wretched people who were
being induced to break up comfortable homes,
and sever home associations and risk their
chances of employment in a country with such
a Government as Queensland had. If the Go-
vernment was any kind of a Government he
would not mind. If it had a character worth
defending ; if the people who came out could
recognise the fact that they were coming to a
country where there was a liberal system of
government, where political rights were more
easily obtained than in the old land, and where
the chances of employment were better, he would
hold out the right hand of fellowship to them,
But that was impossible under the present
system, and he for one entered his protest
against if, not only on behalf of his own consti-
tuents, but on behalf of those people in the old
world who were finding out that when they
came to Queensland to make their homes they
were making a most grievous error.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

(Hon. D. H. Dalrymple, Mackay)
[8'80 p.m.] would have been a little more con-
vinced by the hon. member if he had
not wound up his speech in such an extraordinary
manner, by admitting in fact that the whole of
his speech was unnecessary. He came to the
conclusion finally that he would welcome people
from the old country in spite of the fact that they
would be ruined when they came, or would ruin
others, always provided that we had another
Government. That was the burden of the hon,
member’s song, and apparently it was all a
political trouble. The hon. member advertised
himself for about an hour at the expense of the
unfortunate persons in the gallery, but after all
what he chiefly aimed at was a change of Govern-
ment.,

Mr. Dawsox: Tell us something about the
immigration vote.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
‘When the hon, member wanted to make a speech
he could make his own.

Mr. Dawson: You are out of order,

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Then why did not the hon. gentleman call his
friend and colleague and assistant leader to order?
The hon. member for Clermunt was apparently
the leader of the House, if they were to judge by
the amount of time he occupied and the promi- -
nence he assumed in debate. He had been
talking for about an hour on various topics.

Mr, DawsonN : On the immigration vote,
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
On the immigration vote ostensibly., He was
only following the hon. member, and the moment
he endeavoured to refute some of the Lon.
member’s fallacies the leader of the Oppusition
discovered that he was out of order. Fair play
was a jewel. The hon. member could speak
when he was done, but he did not see why he
should want to interfere with him except he
believed that all that had been said by the hon.
member was merely froth, as he should endeavounr
to show. From the hon. member’s arguments
and those of his friends, it would appear that
the ideal colony would be a colony with only one
person in i, and that the moment a second
person came along then there was competition
and ruin, but they never thought that the
moment  others came along they added to
the wealth of the colony. The hon, member
quoted from a pamphlet containing an obvious
platitude—that the mian who comes here as a
labourer has an ultimate chance of becoming an
employer of labour. That was a fact, and there
was nothing extraordinary about it,  When he
and other hon. members came here they were all
labourers of a sort, in the sense that they had to

earn their living, No doubt a certain number of

people were always successful. Where would
they find in any part of the world that everyone
was successful ? The hon. member said it was
madness for people to come here, Did not his
father come here? Did he not ceme here him-
self from New South Wales? Why did he
come? He was not lured here by auw immigra-
tion agent. There were no end of people here
because they came from New South Wales
and other colonies, and as a mafter of fact
there was no colony in the Australian group,
not excepting New Zealand, where the popula-
tion got so many accessions from the neigh-
bouring colonies, What did that go to show?
It seemed to him to show that this colony was
fairly prosperous. Generally speaking it was
assumed that in a country such as this, where
the population was sparse, and where there was
an enormous amount of superior land, there were
more openings than in a densely populated
vountry. That was true of America, and it was
true of Queensland and the other colonies. If
that was so it was not unreasonable to tell the
people at home that certain things were; that
wages were-so-and-so; that lard was so-and-so,
and it was perfectly true that a manunder certain
conaitions could obtain 160 acres and get five
years in which to pay for it. 1t was fair to
assume that the great majority of people in
Europe could never hope to become landowners;
but there were a great many people with that
ambition. Perhaps they attached too much
value to it, but the idea that a day might come
when they would be their own landlords was
dis'inctly attractive to them. Why, there-
fore, should the colony’s agents not say that land
could be bought at a certain price? It did not
follow that because people came to this colony
from Europe or the other colonies that they must
be successful, but he was prepaied to assert that
the chances of a man who had rothing but his
strong arm_and natural intelligence becoming
prosperous in this country were infinitely greater
than they would be inadensely populated country.
That was why the more enterprising people came
here, and it was the most enterprising who
listened to the lecturers at home. But a great
many cn the other hand did not come here. The
hop. member pictured the lamentable state of
things that was going to be brought about Ly
some few people coming here from the other end
of the world ; that they were going to compete in
the labour market and ruin the men who wanted
employment here. That was one picture, but
the hon. member, with a conveniently forgetful
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memory, or an inability to square one side of his
opinions with another, said, ‘“Look at the
United Kingdom, see what a wonderfully pros-
perous couniry it is ; wages are higher there than
they are here, employment is exceedingly plen-
tiful, and not ovne unemployed msn is to be
found within the circle of a great trades unicn,”
But in order to bring about more prosperity in
that worderfully prosperous land the hon, mem-
ber would, according to his argument, export
nine-tenths of the people. Now, the United
Kingdom had 40,000,000 of peuple, and its
whole area was only one-sixth that of Queens-
land, but accerding to the hon. member’s own
argument there ought not to be cne man who
was not a pauper. According to him they ought
all to he competing aguinst one another, and
eventually become beggars. If he said that
by bringing more peuple here the country
was going to be ruined, then in the United

Kingdow, which was overwhelmed with popu-

lation, everyone must be in a state of semi-
starvation. ~Let the hon. member explain that,
and adopt one conclusion or the other. The
hon. member also complained that we were
heavily in debt—the most heavily taxed people
in the world. What was his conclusion? Not
that more people should be brought here in
order to help to bear the burden, and gradu-
ally diminish it. That would be the conclu-
sion of any rational person; but he wanted the
small handful of people already here to con-
tinue to bLear the burden. If the colony owed
£60 a head of the population, one would think
that if the population were doubled the debt
would diminish to £30 a head, and if it were
quadrupled the debt would become a mere
bagatelle, Yet, instead of the hon. member
trying to seek for a solution of the overburdened
state of the colony by adding to the population,
he was prepared to keep as many people as he
could away from the colony.

Mr. LEsINA : When you fetch thein here they
will not stay.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS:
He admitted that they could leave again, but
seeing that more came from the adjoining colo-
nies than went away it might fairly be assumed
that this colony was considered to a certain
extent attractive, and he ventured to say that
there were no people so well able to judge of
that as those who had lived in the adjoin-
ing colonies under exactly similar conditions.
He really ¢-uld not congratulate the hon, mem-
ber upon the coherency of what he said, as one
part of his speech entirely destroyed the effect
of another part. The policy of the cclony for a
considerable time had been to assist in:migration
to a very small extent. Practically, all it came
to was to endeavour to put Queensiand on a level
with other abtractive fields for immigration in
the world,  On the Government side they did
not believe that it was aniujurious thing to secure
alarge population. They would prefer to get people
who were able to pay their own passages, but
there was merely a little lightening of the cost,
so that a man was not compelled by his want
of means to go to America, where he could get
for £3, or perhaps to Svuth Africa hy-and-by,
where he would be able to get for mi.ch less
than he could get to Queensland. There were
thousands of deserving men in the United
Kingdom who would be a positive acquisition to
Queensland, but who had not the means to come,
Whey should they shut them out, or drive them
to the United States of America or some other
place? It was not long ago that the United
States endeaveured to attract immigration, and
they succeeded. He would ask the late leader of
the Opposition whether at some time in his life
he had not passed under review the various parts
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of the world which held out better chances for
the future than the old country?

Mr. Guassey: Perfectly true. I Jdid that
when I was nineteen years of age,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
So had he, and there were thousands of others who
had done tne same. The hon. member wasnot the
worst kind of colonist on that accounl. There
were thousands of people in the United Kingdom
whom he would be glad to see coming to Qneens-
land, and he might say the same of some parts of
Burope. He was perfectly prepared to welcome
them, whether they were Scandinavians, or, in
some cages, Italians—he had known some very
good Italians who had come here. They might
fairly assume that there were thousands of
people in the United Kingdom who were look-
ing around, as prudent men—perhaps not only
desirous of doing better for themselves, but
hoping that in the distant future their children
would have a better prospect in a thinly settled
country than they would if they remained there.

Mr. Grassky: That is exactly what brought
me out to this country.

The SEOCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
Just so. There were thousands of people who
had been induced to come through precisely the
same process of reasoning; but, unless they
lessened the cost of the passage, those prople
would not come to Queensland at all, and that
was what the Government were doing, It was
a perfectly rationul policy. Asto what the hon.
member said about silver-to:gued orators, the
hon. member was quite satished with Mr.
Benjamin Tillett a short time ago.

Mr. Lesina : Never.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Mr. Benjamin Tillett had appar-ntly become
discredited because he happened fo contradiet
what the hon. member wished to have believed.
If Mr. Benjamin Tillett was credible twelve
wonths ago, when he was a trusted friend and
colleagne of the extreme Labour section——

Mr. Grassey: He is still.

Mr. Lesiya : Not on the immigration question.

Mr. Grassey: I certainly regard him.as a
very eminent Labour man.

Mr. Lusixa: He was only five days in the
colony.

The SECRETARY FOR PURLICLANDS :
At any rate, he could safely place Mr. Tillett’s
opinion against that of the hon. member for
Clermont, and it would carry a vast deal more
weight than anythirg that had been said by
hon. members on the orher side.

Mr. LesiNa : Wouldyousay that if he attacked
your immigration policy ?

Mr. GLASSEY : As most hon, members
were anxiovs to finish the Chief Secretary’s
HEstimates in order to get on with the Elec-
tions Bill, which was of more importance, he
would not say much on the question. He bad
listened with a great deal of attention to what
the hon. member for Clermont had said, and he
had also read what had been said with regard
to Mr. Ben, Tille't’s appointment on a former
occaxion, and regretted some of the statements
that had bren made. He was sure the hon.
member for Clermont would pardon him if he
said that considering the splendid services ren-
dered in the past to the cause of lahour and
bumanity throughout the world by Mr. Ben.
Tillett, considering the elevated position he filled,
and his absolute honesty and integrity, he
certainly did not deserve the strictures wi.ich
had been passed upon him in that Chamber. He
had not read any account of Mr, Ben Tillett’s
lectures, hut he ventured to say from his know-
ledge of Mr. Tillett that his appointment did
credittothe Agent-General’shead and to hisheart.
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Sir Horace Tozer knew that Mr. Tillett was not
a mere hireling lecturer, who would say what
would please the Agent-General and the colony.
Mr. Tillett had a perfectly free hand. It was
not for the few paltry pounds he got that Mr.
Tillett undertook the work. He believed that
altogether he had only received something like
£70 for delivering a course of eleven lectures, out
of which hehad to payhisown travelling expenses,
to pay for halls, for bills, and for all the other
expeunses which were incidental to the delivering
of his lectures. 1t would not pay him. More-
over, in his letter in reply to some of the criticisms
passed upon him by hon. members, Mr. Tillett
said that he was merely lecturing upon the
colony as he found it—upon its people, and its
condition, When he was in Queensland he was
enabled to visit different parts of the colony
through the concessions which were made to him
by the heads of the Railway Department, as a
distinguished visitor. In the letter to which he
had alluded, Mr. Tillett merely mentioned the
subjects he discussed. He would take the liberty
of reading a paragraph from a letter by Mr.
Tillett in the Worker of the 28th of October, to
show what Mr. Tillest had been lecturing upon
in England. Mr, Tillett said—

1 have not advocated emigration, but have lectured

on Queensland and her resources without reference to
emigration, merely stating the policy of the Govern-
ment, its franchise, parties (parliamentary), its indus-
tries, its people, the races living there, with &, rough
notion given of the vicissitudes of life.
Surely that did not justify the strictures which
had been passed upon that gentleman. At the
same time, he must say that the question of
imimigration wanted careful handling, and that
unless there wag room for the absorption of any
people brought here, whether they were farm
Iabourers or domestic servants, or any other class,
lt-hey should not be induced to come $o Queens-
and.

Mr. BRIDGES (Nundah) supposed that the
reason why hon, members opposite were in such
a hurry to get that vote through was that they
wanted to get to the bunch of carrots whic
was ahead. It seemed to be the general
opinion of hon, members that they should bring
farm labourers and servant girls to the colony,
but why should those classes be singled out as
desirable persons to bring to Queensland? If
they talked about bringing out persons who
would compete with miners and tradesnien
receiving their 10s. a day there was a great noise
all round the Committee, and he thought they
should wait until farm labourers were getting
something like the wages paid to miners and
others before they proposed to introduce other
farm labourers to compete with them, But it
appeared that if farmers could not get labourers
sufficient at 4s, a day they were to send home
and bring out shiploads of farm labourers.

Mr. JENKINSON : What about the risk and
difficulty in mining ?

Mr. BRIDGES : There was quite as much
risk in connection with farming as there was in
mining. With regard to domestic servants he
held that no matter how many servant girls
they brought to the colony a great many of
them would find their way into factories and
other places where the work was not quite so
hard, and where they were not so much tied in
the evening as they would be as domestic
servants, It was no use trying to regulate those
things in the way proposed. They should
rather give their attention to bringing out & good
class of people who bad grit in them, not
minding whether they were farm labourers or
anything else, and they would find plenty of
work here even if they had to start at 4s. a day.
He objected, however, to everyone seeming to
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agree that they should bring out farm labourers,
even if they brought down the wages of those
labourers to 2s. or 1s. 6d. a day.

Question put and passed.

QUARANTINE.

The PREMI1ER moved that the sum of £788
he granted to defray the expenses of quarantine.
That vote showed a decrease of £850 on account of
the medjcal superintendents ot Thursday Island,
Townsville, and Rockhampton being transferred
to the Home Secretary’s Department. Other-
wise the vote was identical with what it was last
year.

Question put and passed.

STEAMERS ‘‘ LUCINDA ” AND ‘* MINER.”

The PREMTER moved that the sum of
£4,372 be granted to defray the expenses of the
steamers *“ Lucinda ” and *“ Miner.” 'There was
an increase of £272 in that Hstimate caused
wholly by increases to the chief officer of the
¢ Lucinda” from £96 to £120, the leading seaman
from £84 to £96, thesteward from £96 to £108;

. to increases in the pay of the master of the
¢ Miner ” from £168 to £180, and in the pay of
two seamen from £60 to £72; and to an increase
in the contingencies for repairs and overhaul of
£200.

Mr. MAXWELL (Burke) moved the reduction

of the vote by £1,188, the amount

[9p.m.] forthesteamer *“ Lucinda.” Hedid

not think the taxpavers’ money
should be spent tv pay for the * Lucinda,” which
was employed for nothing else but to buy
support for the Guvernmentin the Southern part
of the colony.

Amendment pnt and negatived ; and original
question put and passed.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES (SUBDIVISION).

The PREMIER woved that £17,535 begranted
for miscellaneous services (subdivision). It would
bie observed that the increases consisted of £8,000
for the expenies of the federal referendum ;
an increase from £750 to £900 for European
telrgrams, the amount last year having proved
insutficient ; £1,000 for the Queensland National
Art Gallery, previously included in the vote for
miscellaneous services, Home Secretary’s De-
partment ; £100 for the Art Society, also in-
cluded previously in the same vote ; £50 for the
Royal Geographical Society of ~ Australasia:
£50 for the Royal Society of Queensland ; £200
for conditional endowments to Royal and
Geographical Societies, at the rate of £1 for
every £1 snbscribed up to £100; £1,000 as a
grant in aid of the proposed Antarctic exploring
expedition.

Mr. BrowNE: Is that the expedition that is
there now ?

The PREMIER: No. It was an expedition
on a much larger scale, and which had not yet
started. A large amuount had been subscribed
by the Royal Geographical Society and other
societies at home to subsidise the expedition,
and 1t was expected that the resul:s of the
expedition would be of considerable scientific
value. There was a sum of £1,000 for the
Government Printing Commission, and £1,000
for the Pulice Inguiry Commission. With
regard to the £3,000 required for incidental
and miscellaneous expenses, when the Chief
Secretary’s Departiment was established last
year on its present basis under his pre-
decessor there was a division, and the
appropriation for the incidental and miscella-
neous exenses, the sum of £2,000 was put down,
but was found to be insufficient. The depart-
mental expenses in connection with NeWSPAPETs,
petty cash, stamps, ete., amounted to £760;
expenses connected with Premiers’  visits—his
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predecessor and himself—for the twelve months
amounted to £585; expenses of entertaining
visitors, £697 ; funeral of the late Premier, £265;
Federal Council, £389. The total amount ex-
pended last year was £2,837, so that the £2,000
voted was insufficient.

Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay) asked for in-
formation with regard to the item of £1,000 for
the public library of Queensland? He could not
find any information as to the £1,000 voted last
year having lapsed.

. The PREMIER : He was informed that the
full amount was expended last year in books,

Mr. JENKINSON : Are there no salaries in con-
nection with it also?

The PREMIER: The only expense in the
shape of saiary was 10~ a day for a clerk to look
after the catalogue.

Mr. JENKINSON supposed the hon. gentle-
man could give no further information than he
had given in answer to a question as to when it
was likely that the library would be open to the
public. There had been a good many inquiries
from the outside districts as to when the library
would be open, and people were anxiously looking
forward to the time when they would be able to
nse i, He hardly thought that there had been
the expedition there might have been in getting
it ready for use.

The PREMIER understood that the contents
of the Museum would be removed within the
nexs six weeks, but he presumed it would be well
on to the beginning of the year before the place
could be opened as a public library as some time
would be ocenpied in placing the books in
position and fitting the shelves.

Mr. JENKINSON: His reason for asking
was that he noticed that enly the same amount
was asked forthisyear as last, though it would pro-
bably take much more to run the library after it
was opened.

The PREMIER : Did he understand the hon,
wmember to object that the provision for this year
was not sufficient.

Mr. JEngINSON : Exactly, yes.

The PREMIER: He took it that £1,000
would be expended in the purchase of books and
would not cover the expenditure on fittings,
which would be found by the Works Depart-
ment,

Mr. JEKKINSON : And salaries also, that is
what I refer to more than anything else,

The PREMIER pointed out that probably
not more than six months’ provision for salaries
wounld be required, and no doubt the trustees
wou'd carry out their arrangements in that
respect as eeonnmically as possible.

Mr. LESINA : There was an item there of
£185 for the Iinperial Institute. He had seen in

“some of the paprrs that the institute was dead

or gone bung or insolvent, or that the bailiffs had
got into it, What benefit would they get from
the expenditure of that £185?

The PREMIER: The institute was undoubt-
edly being carried on under a new arrangement,
but the other colonies were still contributing to
it as well as Queensland upen an approximate
population basis, and for the sake of £185 it
would be rather undignified in the meantime for
Queensland to withdraw.

Mr. JENKINSON asked whether the item of
£8,000 represented the whole cost of taking the
federation referendum ?

The PREMIER : He believed it would be
found to be rather an over-estimate. So far, the
vouchers received represented a sum of £5,732.
There were other vouchers still to come in, but
he was in hope that a considerable amount of the
£8,000 would lapse. The Aunditor-General
would see that nothing was paid that was not
certified to by vouchers.
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Mr, JENKINSON : The hon, gentleman had
mentioned a sum of some £700 as expenses
incurred in connection with visitors, That was
very vagua., He had no recollection of any dis-
tinguished visitors coming that would account
for that expense, and perhaps the hon. gentle-
man would give some explanation ofi t.

The PREMIER : The amount covered the
expense of entertaining the Admiral, Mr. Lindon
Bates, the wool-buyers, and others.

Mr. JENKINSON : The wool-buyers ?

The PREMIER : Yes, those whoattended the -

first wool sales held in Brisbane had been enter-
tained on board the ** Lucinda.” It was hospi-
tality shown to the people who came here to open
up a trade which was assuming very large dimen-

sions,

Mr, LESINA : This was a most remarkable
revelation. Public money was allowed to go
through there in a most peculiar faxhion, becauve
hon. members were not sufficiently watch-dogs
in the interests of the public. Hundreds of
thousands of pounds were passed through there
for incidentals and unauthorised expenditure of
that character. The only hold they had was
their hold on the purse strings, but if they were
to spend money like that, they might just as well
shut up the shop and go home. On wool-buyers,
men who had come here to make money, they
had been spending money, champagning them,
and boozing them up, and taking them down on
the ““Lucinda,” and he could not get £1,000 for
a waterworks for Clermont, where the people
were drinking water that was thick., That was
a scandalous way of carrying on the government
of the country, and he entered his strung protest,

Mr. J. HAMILTON recollected some time
ago members on the other side objected to
the Government refusing free passes to people
who came from South Australia to take up land.
The visit of those wool-buyers had been of great
benefit 6 the colony, and would be of benefit
especially to small selectors who could not afford
to wait for their returns so long as the large
squatters. As a result of the encouragement of
those wool-buyers, many hundreds of thousands
of pounds would be spent in the colony that
would otherwise be spent in Sydney. It had
been the means also of giving a great deal of
exira work to carriers and others in Brisbane,
and if it was desirable to encourage men who
wished to settle on the land by giving them free
passes, it was equally desirable to give some
encouragement to men who had done so much to
beuefit the colony.

Mr, BRIDGES asked for some explanation of
the vote of £1,000 in aid of the propo~ed Antartic
exploring expedition,

The PREMIER : Hon. gentlemen must he
aware that a very large sum of money had been
subscribed towards the fund which was being
raised by the Royal Geographical Society-——and
it was being very largely subsidised by the
Imperial Government—for fitting out a very
large expedition to explore the Antarctic Circle,
It was expected it would result in the ascertain-
ing of certain scientific facts which were as yet
somewhat in the clouds; and considering the
geographical position of Queensland in the
southern hemisphere, this money might faily
be voted in the interests of science, especially as
Great Britain had taken it up to such a large
extent, and scientists in all parts of the world
were deeply interested in the result. He
belicved the Antarctic Circle was about the
only portion of the globe which had not been
explored.

Mr. JENEINSON: When will this expedition
start ?

The PREMIER: Thizs money, if passed,
would be sent home to the Royal (Geographical
Society.  He could not give any information as
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to when the expedition would start, but they
were keenly engaged at home in providing the
necessary equipment,

Mr. BRIDGES : There was some donbt as to
whether the Police Commission was likely to
travel North.

Mr, Dawson: This is not on this vote,

Mr. BRIDGES: Yes, it was.

Mr, Dawson: It is on the Home Secretary’s
Estimates.

Mr. BRIDGES: This was a matter he was
interested in.

Mr, Dawson : Soam T,

Mr. BRIDGES: If hon. members interrupted
it would take bim longer to get a reply to his

uestion. He should not ask the question—
there would not be any need for him to do so—
only that hon, members on the other side were
getting tired, and things were slipping through
in rather a hasty manner, and next week they
would be wondering how they came to vote such
a large sum of money in a_few minutes as they
had done this evening. He should like to know
whether it was the intention of the Government
to allow the Police Commission to travel.

The PREMIER : He had already informed
the Committee, and he now repeated the state-
ment, that the Police Commission had foll
powers, if they chose toexercise them, to travel.
He had told them—in fact, he had suggested—
that they should appoint 8 sub-committee if the
whole of the members did not choose to go
North, and the Government would give them
every facility to visit Rockhampton and Towns-
ville if they deemed it necessary to doso. Up
till the present they had made no sign. They
had asked for an extension of time to send in
their report, and that time would expire on the
30th of this month. If by that time they bad
not made up their mind to travel, they would
have to send in their report.

My, J. HAMILTON: In connection with
that——

Mr. DawsoN : What game is this?

Mr. J. HAMILTON : Frequently, in fact,
night after night, the Labour party had sat up
il 12, 1, 2, and 3 o’clock in the morning, keep-
ing the reporters and everyone else out of their
beds, saying practically nothing—each man
repeating what the other had said almost word

-for word. They thought nothing of eight hours

for the Hansard men or anybody else so long as
it satistied their vanity to see their speeches in
print.  But when a single member on this asked
a pertinent question they objected. No one was
to say anyvthing except members on the other
side. A charge had been made against one
meniber of the Commission, Mr. Unmack, and
it was made in that Chamber—a place where he
could not reply—that he was failing in his duty
to see justice done, because he did not wish to
go all round the country, as it would take
him away from his business. He (Mr. Hamilton)
met that gentleman in the street the other day,
and he told him it was a deliberate untruth ;
that he had said nothing of the sort. He said
the matter had been bronght before the members
of the Commission, hut he really did not think it
was necessary to travel all around the North, and
the majority were of that opinion. Atthe same
time, Mr. Unmack said he did not care if they
travelled round for the next three years, because
it would pay him well enough; but he did not
think it would be honest if, for his own benefis,
he agreed to do a thing he did not consider it
ahsolutely necessary to do.

Mr, STEPHENSON (Ipswich): It was very
rarely he found bimself in accord with the hon.
member for Clermont ; but he certainly agreed
with him in thinking that to-night, the
members of the Opposition were entirely
abnegating their functions.  He did not know
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how it had been done: but it appeared to him
that some hypnotic influence had been exercised
by the Premier, and the consequence was that
they found hon. gentlemen on the other side, who
were loquacious enough as a general rule in all
conscience, were now perfectiy dumb doge, 1t
did not matter how large a sum was proposed to
be voted by the Committee, it was allowed to
go through without any critieism at all, and the
mere fact that that was so raised the suspicion
‘that there wae something wrong, (Laughter
from the Opposition members.) He was pleased
to think that hon. membees on the Ministerial
side were rising o the importance of the occa-
sion, and beginning o see that it was neces-
sary there should be sume criticism of the Hsti-
mates, The hon, member for Clermont had very
justly said that there must be something wrong
with hon. members when they were induced to
vote these large sums of money without a word
of criticism, Asthe hon, member for Cook had
pointed out, these hon. gentlemen had been
willing enough for the last five, six, seven, or
eight weeks to keep members there until 12, 1,
2, 3, and 4 o’clock discussing the most trivial
questions imaginable ; but now, when they were
asked to vote large sums of the country’s money,
and place what might prova heavy burdens on
the taxpayers, these gentlemen—for some reason
or other, that he could not explain—were per-
fectly silent, and appeared to deprecate the
bringinyg in of any grievances any hon. mewber
might have before the Committee,

The CHATRMAN : I must ask the hon, mem-
ber to confine himself to the question.

Mr. STEPHENSON : Certainly. That was
what he was about to do. (Opposition laughter.)
4 Mr. Dawson: It takes you a long time to

0 1%,

Mr. STEPHENSON : He would abide by the
Chairman’s ruling at any time, or take any advice
from him, but he absolutely refused to be dictated
to by the hon. the senior member for Charters
Towers. Whatever that gentleman might be on
the other side, he was not his (Mr. Stephenson’s)
leader, and he refused to accept any expression
of opinion from him at all, or frem the hon, mem-
ber for Bundaberg, who seemed to be very
desirous that evening of bossing the show., He
should like to know whether the £8,000 put
down to meet the expenses of the federal
referendum was the whole of the money that
was required to meet the expense of the vote
which was taken a couple of months agn? All
he could say was that if the £8,000 was sufficient,
then the vote was taken on a very much more
ecimomical scale than the majority of the people
of the cc'ony imagined. For his pert, he did
not think £8,000 would anything like recoup
the country for the expense of taking the vote.

He would like to know whether the
{9-30 p.m.] special trains which the Premier and
some of his colleagues required in
order to carry on the federatiin propaganda
were included in this £8,000? He deprecated—
and he regretted that he had not had an oppor-
tunity of bringing the matter up befori—the
action of several hon. members on his own side
of the House in respect to the referenduin on
that question. He did not think the fight had
be:n carried on on fair lines. The advantage
had been all with the federalists, and every
obstacle had been placed in the wav of those
opposed to federation, like himself. Xe did not
think the £8,000 would cover all the expenses,
and some more information should be given by
the hon. gentleman in charge of the vote—all the
information that was avaiiable up to the present
time. The country was entitled to some further
explanation than had yet been vouchsafed to the
Committee by the Premier.
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Mr. JenkiNsoN: The Premier replied to my
guestion.

Mr, STEPHENSON : He kad nothing to do
with the reply given by the Premier to the hon,
member, The hon. member might be satisfied
with that reply, but he could not say that be-
cause that information was satisfactory to him,
that it was also satisfactory to other hon. mem-
bers or the country generally. For his own part,
he desired to have a little more information—
more than the hon, member for Wide Bay seemed

. to be satisfied with.

Mr. JENgINSON : I did not say I was satisfied
with it.
Mr. STEPHENSON : He presumed from
that hon. member’s interjection that he was
satisfied with it, but it was by no means perfectly
satisfactory to such a humble member of the
Committee as himself. It was not often that
he asked for information, and he did not ask for
this information so much for himself as for the
people of the country, amongst whom there was
still a feeling of soreness as to the manner in
which the fight had been conducted. Concern-
ing the query of the hon. member for Nundah,
as to the vote in aid of the proposed Antarctic
exploring expedition, the hou. gentleman in
charge of the Hstimate had stated that the
exact location of the Antarctic Circle had not
yet been settled ; and while he (Mr. Stephenson)
did not know whether the voting of this £1,000
would enable the expedition to se:tle it, he
would like to know how much hetter off this
colonv or the world weuld be if the question were
settied, and the South Pole exactly(}oca.ted?

Mr., MaxwrLL: 1t might be good agricultural
1

and.

Mr. STEPHENSON : Possibly much advan-
tage might arise from the information; but he
was not satisfied thatit would, and hedid not think
hon. members on the other side could instruct him
on the mastter. He wanted the information from
the hon. gentleman in charge of the vote,

Mr. JENKINSON : ——

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. STEPHENSON wished the Chairman
would maintain order on the other side. He was
not in the habit of interrupting hon. members,
and it was very rarely that the hon. member for
Nunduah, or he himself, troubled the House.
He was only asking for information which he
thought he was entitled to get, without continual
interruptions from the other side. He would be
pleased if the hon. member in charge of the vote
wonld give the information he had asked for.

The PREMIER: He had already told the
Committee that the sum of £8,000 would fully
cover the whole of the expenses connected with
the taking of the referendum. Up to the present
they had got vouchers for about £6,000, and it
was estimated that the balance would move than
fully cover the outstanding liabilities. He had
been asked something about special trains, but
he was not aware that there were any special
trains employed, except those necessitated by
himself, visiting certain portions of the colony,
where he had been asked to go to furnish infor-
mation concerning the meaning and inter-
pretation of the Commonwealth Bill. That wasa
matter of general interest, and he did not go to
spread federal propaganda, but to throw light un
the Bill to the best of his ability. He admitted
that this was not included in the £8,000, but
there were not many special trsins, and the ex-
pense in conmection with them was not heavy.
He could assure the hon. member that the sum
placed on the Hstimates was quite sufficient for
the purpose. He was sorry to see that the hon,
member was still a little sore over the resuls of
the referendnm, but he thought they should now
all unite and endeavour to make the move-
ment a great success throughout Australia,
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With regard to the £1,000 for the Ant-
arctic exploring expedition, he had already
explained that a large amount had been
subscribed in England, which had been subsi-
dised by the Imperial Government, for the
purpose of forwarding this expedition Lo explore
the Antarctic Pole, with a view to the discovery
of matters in which science was particularly
interested ; and he did not think-—considering
the general advance of sciencu—that we should
hesitate to give our mite in the general cause of
scientific information and knowledge which was
expected to result from the proposed expedition.

Mr. BRIDGES asked if the other colonies
had contributed anything towards this expedi-
tion? He thought this was a matter which
should be left over till next year or to the
Federal Parliament. No doubt the Govern-
ment had a good reason for asking for this sum
at the present time; but they should be careful
how they were voting their mouney away. If the
other colonies were going to contribute on the
population basis, he had no objection to the
£1,000 being passed, otherwise he might move a
reduction in the amount.

Mr. PLUNKETT (4lbert) would like to ask
the Premior if the £1,000 asked for for the Go-
vernment Printing Office Commission would
cover the expenses of that commission ?

The PREMIER : With respect to the Govern-
ment Printing Commission, there was no likeli-
hood of any additional amount being required,.
With regard to the increase in incidental and
miscellaneous expences, he had already explained
that last year, when the offices of the Chief
Secretary and of the Home Secretary were estab-
lished, an apportionment of the sum was made,
but it was discoversed that the awmount allotted
to the Chief Secretary’s department was
insufBcient for the expenses of the year, which
ran into £2,837.

Mr. JENKINSON asked if the hon. gentle-
man would explain why the vote to the Art
Suciety had been increased ?

The PREMIER said he thought they ought to
encourage art in their midst. There were a great
number of rising artists who were acquiring pro-
ficiency, and the Art Society offered them the
opportunity to exhibit their paintings.

Mr. JENkinson: Have they made application
for it ?

The PREMIER: Yes; and hon, members
would remember that the matter was favourably
discossed last year on that vote.

Mr., BARTHOLOMEW eaid he noticed two
new items—Royal Geographical Society of Aus-
tralasia, £60; and Royal Society of Queensland,
£50. Were those beneficial objects?

The PREMIER. said those were two new
items, but he thought the country could very
well afford to encourage the establishment of
scientific bodies like the Royal Geographical
Society of Australasia and the Royal Society
of Queensland, They had each a cousiderable
number of members, and had made application
to the Government for some recognition. In
that day of scientific development he did not
think the Committee would grudge the small
allowance to those socicties, which were doing
very good work.

M+, BRIDGES s2id he noticed an increase of
£150 in the item for European telegrams. It
appeared that £750 was not sufficient last year,
and that for this yesr £900 was required. Had
any of the extra money been required for the
purpose of sending telegrams home in connection
with federation and getting congratulatory tele-
grams in return ? If so, the expenditure would
not meet with the approval of his constituents,
and he should be compelled to move as an amend-
men} that the item be reduced by that amount,
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The PREMIER : He might relieve the hon.
member’s mind by saying that the incresse
bad nothing whatever to dowith federation. He
might add that cowmunication with the Agent-
General’s office now required the use of the cable
much more extensively than formerly., Many
matters had now to be dealt with expediticusly
by cable which formerly could be conducted by
correspondence, It was likely that the vote
would increase year by year until the telegraphic
charges were reduced, which would be the case
when the Pacilic ecable was constructed.

Question put and passed.

The House resumned ; the CHAIRMAN reported
progress, and leave was given to sit again
to-morrow.

ELECTIONS BILL.
SrcoND READING.

On the Order of the Day being called—

Mr. BRIDGES: I rise to 2bject to going on
at this hour with such important business.

Mr. DawsoN: Order, order |

Mr. W. Hamtrrox : Who is pulling his leg ?

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G.
Foxton, Carnarvon): I rather regret having to
commence the debate on such an important
weasure as this at such a very late hour.

Mr. Dawsox : Hear, hear !

The HOMESECRKETARY : I am very much
afraid that I shall not conclude wuch before
midnight, and if I consulted my own convenience
I should ask to be allowed to take the second
reading to-meorrow. Possibly that would be
more convenient all round. However, I under-
stand from my leader that my speech is expected
to-night, and, of course, I am quite prepared to
go on with the Bill, althovgh possibly speaking
to empty benches, which is not a very pleasant
thing to do. Now, I wish to make an explana-
tion to the House in regard to the Bill which is
now in the hands of hon. members, and which is
not, odd as it 1nay appear, exactly the Bill as it
was intended to be introduced. The variations
arenot very great, but it so happens that through
some unfertunate mistake or misundersianding
the finally revised draft of the Bill was not the
one which was introduced., I dare say hon.
members who have gous through the Bill will
have noticed that there are some obvious errors
in it.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY : I should like to
explain  exactly what did happen, because
although techuically I suppose I am responsible,
yet I think personally it is not a matter for
which I can be beld responsible. It so happens
that a mistake was made by someone, I think in-
the Government Printing Office, and when the
final draft should have been returned to the
Parliamentary Draftsman it was returned to me
instead, He took no [urther action, because he
thought it was still in the hands of the printer.
I was under the impression that it had been
returned to the Parliamentary Drafteman, and
had then come back to me. In the meantime
the Government Printer was quietly awaiting
further instructions as to the adoption of the new
amendments which he had had printed. Not
having received any such intimation, he, when
asked to send up to the Chief Secretary a copy
of the Bill fer His Excellency’s message, sent
up not the final draft, but the one which had
been drafted before that, the final draft being
actuaily in my possession at the time, and I being
under the impression that it bad gone back to
the Parliamentary Draftsman. Two or three
officers had a bhand in the mistake, but who is
really responsible I am not prepared to say.

Mr. Dawson: What is everybody’s business
i3 nobcdy’s business.
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An HoxoURABLE MEMBER : You were playing
bide and seek.

The HOME SECRETARY : The incident
certainly shows how very careful one ought to be
in these matters. Possibly T was to blame in
assuming that the Bill had come back to me
after having been returned by the Parliamentary
Draftsman, )

Mr, Grassgy: Will these amendnents be
circulated ? '

The HOME SECRETARY : I have them in
printand I should be glad tocirculate them bafore
the second reading, but I find there is a rule
that no amendments are permitted to be circu-
lated before the second reading is agreed to.

Mr. GLASSEY: A very excellent rule.

The HOME SECRETARY : They are not of
very vital importance, relating more to the
matter of machinery and administration, except
those which refer to the questions which are to
be put to voters which do not agree with the
previous enactment. I will just mention theseasI
cometothem. Ialsowishtomakeanotherexplana-
tion. Hon. memberswillhaveobserved that there
are a number of clauses and numbers which are
placed in brackets with a marginal reference to
the Criminal Code. That means that if the
Criminal Code becomes law before this Bill, it
will be necessary, in whatever Chamher this
Bill is last considered, to make these amend-
ments, because they are already printed word
for word in the Criminal Code, which we have
recently passed, and which wiil very largelv lead
to the shortening and simplification of this
measure. Now, the leading principle of this
Bill is, of course, one man one vofe. I little
thought that it would fall tomy lot to be the
one to introduce a Bill of this sort in this
Assembly.

Mr. Dawson: You ought to congratulate
yourself.

The HOME SFCRETARY:
heartily, if no one else will.

An HoNouraBLE MEMBER: You are making
history.

The HOME SECRETARY : That is a prin-
ciple which T may say I have not violently ob-
jected to, but to which I have not given a very
enthusiastic adherence in the past. 1 have never
personally advocated our present system of repre-
sentation so far as the franchise is concerned, I
have always declared it to be anomalous and
illogical ; but I certainly did think that it was
possible—and the late Premier, Mr. Byrnes, was
of the same opinion, for I had many conversa-
tions with him on the subject—to devise some-
thing which would really be more in accord with
what should be advanced views in regard to this
question than the principle of one man one vote.
For instance, I may mention the Belgian system,
which is & matter of recent adoption, and which
may very fairly be considered a highly demo-
cratic measure.

Mr. McDoxaLp: And brought about civil
war, or if not civil war, riots at all events.

The HOME SECRETARY : In my opinion

there is very much more to be said

[10 p.m.] in favour of that—or if I may not
gn so far as to say that—there is more
in something on the lines of the Belgian system
than anything I have comeacross. However, we
are not here to discuss the different principles
upon which membersshould be elected tothe repre-
sentative Assemblies of Australasia. That has
practically been settled by the adoption in five
colounies of the Commonwealth Bill.

MeMBERS of the Opnosition : Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY : It is in defer-
ence to the expressed will of the people in the
adoption of that Bill that this measure is now
introduced, in order that Queensland may be
brought into line with the other colonies in

I do most
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regard to this very important question. I
believe it is a fact that a considerable majority
of the members of this Assembly were pledged
to support the principle of one man one vote,
and, since it is the eorollary of the adoption of
the Commonwealth Bill, I take it there is very
little doubt as to its passage through this
Assembly—pussibly not in the form in which it
stands at the present time; possibly with certain
modifications. It may be asked by some hon.
members why it is that female suffrage has not
been introduced into this Bill? Well, I may
state the reason for that at once: The country
has never yet expressed an opinion in favour of
female suffrage. It has, on the other hand,
expressed an opinion in favour of one man one
vobe

Mr. BROWNE : Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY : By theadoption
of the Commonwealth Bill. Hon. members may
say, in reply to that, that the adoption of the
Commonwealth Bill implies the adoption of
female suffrage because female suffrage is per-
missible under that Bill ; but that would be
somewhat straining the principle which we are
endeavouring to lay down at the present time—
that we are merely doing that which the country
has, so to speak, directed us to do, because no one
has the right to assume that either manhood
suffrage, with one man one vote, or adult suffrage,
with one person one vote, has been adopted. The
only principle we can be certain about as having
been adopted in the passing of the Common-
wealth Bill is the principle of one man one vote.

Mr. Jackson : That was only for the Federal
Parliament, practically. It was not an expres-
sion of opinion as regards one man one vote for
the State Parliament.

The HOME SECRETARY : I am inclined to
think it was.

MEevBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY : I do not agree
with the hon. member. As one who has not in
the past set up one man one vote as a fetish to
be bowed down to and worshipped, T certainly
am prepared to accept the adoption of the
Commonwezlth Bill as an expression of the
opinion of the people of this colony that they
desire the acceptance of the principle of one
man one vote in the colony of (Queensland.
There are other reasons why it would scarcely
have done for the Government at the present
time—no matter what their feelings on this point
might be—to adopt the prineiple of female
suffrage in this Bill, because I believe it is a
question that can properly be decided by a poll
of the penple of Queensland in some shape or
form, and after the principle involved in the
Commonwealth Bill of one man one vote has
also been adopted and has been put into practice
at some election. I am wpot going into the
various arguments for and against female
suffrage. Probably that will arise—as I have
no doubt will be the case—when some hon.
member moves its adoption in this Bill.

Mer. Groo¥ : Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY : It will be hardly
necessary, therefore, for me to do more than
refer to the reasons why the Government have
not proposed its adoption in the Bill. This is
perhaps a fitting opportunity for me to also say
informally that in no sense can this be regarded
as a party measure.

MEeMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY : It is one upon
which parties will be considerably mixed, and it
is one upon which it is very desirable, after the
adoption of the Commonwealth Bill, that occa-
sion should be taken by Parliament to decide on
non-party lines as to what particular form our
electoral law should take. It is a distinct
advantage that the opportunity should be of
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such a character as to enable us to deal with it
without the passions which are very often
aroused by party strife. Another point that pos-
sibly may heraised in the course of thisdebateis
why the Government have not embodied in the
Bill aredistribution of seats. Thatinvolves a very
large question, and one which must necessarily be
relegated to the future. Infact, I donot see how
it would be possible to redistribute the electorates
until it has been ascertained how the adoption of
the principle of one man one vote will affect the
numbers in the various electorates. It will also
be necessary to defer it until after a census has
been taken.

Mr. Grassey : Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY: I do notsee
how it is possible to do otherwise, unless we are
prepared to go to the enormous expense of hold-
ing @& census at once. If the question is to be
dealt with in this Bill, it will be necessary to
postpone this Bill till next session, at all events,
and to pass a measure for the taking of an interim
census, when we know that within a couple of
years another census will have to be taken. Then,
and not till then, will it be necessary for this
Parliamentto consider the question of one vote one
value. Ishalluow deal withthe variousparts of the
Bill seriatém, and possibly I may be compelled—
it would be advantageous that [ should do so—
to refer to varivus clauses in detail—a privilege
which, I understand, is usually accorded to the
member introducing a Bill, and which, I believe,
will conduce to the shortening of the debate.
Hon. members will notice that at the bottom of
page 2, under the heading of ‘“naturalised sub-
ject,” “denizen” has been omisted. Well, I
never came across one.

Mr. DawsoN : What is he, anyhow?

The HOME SECRETARY: He is a man
who has letters patent of denization, and Tunder-
stand that it used to cost about £120 to get it.
When a man can get naturalised for 2s. 6d. he is
not likely to pay £120 for letters patent to
become a denizen. Possibly there was some
reason for introducing that into the Act which
we are now about to repeal, but I propuse to
omit 1t from the present Bill. Now coming to
Part I1., which contains the crux of this Bill—
that 1s, the qualifications and disqualifieations of
electors—it will be seen that all the qualifications,
except residence, have been omitted. I koow
that there may be some difference of opinion
with _regard to the expediency of doing that,
but I believe that if the principle of one man
one vote is adopted, it is desirable that it should
be adopted with regard to residence qualification
only. I am aware that there is a great deal to
be said to the contrary; hut the Bill in its
present fn;m, with one qualification only, makes
for simplicity and ease in working and in
administration. All the colonies of Austrel-
asia, with the exception of Victoria, have
adopbed the principle embodied in this Bill-—
that is to say, they bave adopted residence
as the only qualification. In Vietoria there
iz still a provision for placing ratepayers on
the roll, even although they are not residents
in the electorate; but so far as I have been
able to study the Vietorian Act, that appears
to me to be somewhat cumbrous, and I sheuld
not be surprised to find that Victoria before
long is following the lead of New Zealand,
which in 1893 adopted the principle of one
man_one vote, hut retained the property quali-
fication, so that a man might elect to have a
vote in the electorate where he held property
rather than in the one where he lived. Butin
1896 it was found necessary in New Zealand
to alter that, as it led to certain abusss and
inconveniences, and certainly the method
embodied in this Bill tends greatly towards
simplicity in admnistration. I know that there
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are members who are compelled, against their
will it might be said, to reside in Brisbane in
consequence of their being members of Parlia-
ment, and who yet would desire to be electors in
the distant electorates which they represent, but
under this Bill they will not be able to do that.

Mr. FisagER: Is that so?

The HOME SECRETARY : That is so.

My, FisHER: I think not.

The HOME SECRETARY : T have spent
some weeks over this Bill, and have studied it
more than the hon. member, and I think I
know what it meauns. .

Mr. Kipston: You do not seem to under-
stand it in that respeet,

The HOME SECRETARY : Well, I shall
be glad to have the views of the hon. member
for Rockhampton about it. Do I understand
from hon. members that they think it would be
possible for a man who resides in Brisbane, and

. has his residence here, to have a vote, we will

say, for the electorate of Mitchell ?

Mr. Kerr: If his wife and family reside
there.

The HOME SECRETARY: It is time
enough to talk about his wife and family when
we get woman suffrage ; but I amn speaking now
of a man who resides in Brisbane, and I say that
if a man bas his legal residence in Brisbane he
cannot have a residence qualification elsewhere
under this Bill, which limits him to one part.

Mr. Fisurr: It has been ruled that parlia-
mentary duties do not deprive a man of his
electoral rights.

The HOME SECRETARY : Then, in that
case he does not reside in Brisbane, that is all;
his residence remains in the other electorate.
But if a man who temporarily resides here has
his legal residence in another place, of course he
cannot have a vote for Brisbane., What is
argued, and what will be argued—and there is
a great deal of force in it—is that the whole of a
man’s interests may lie in an electorate in which
he does not reside but in which every shilling’s
worth of property he possesses issituated. That
may be in some distant electorate which he repre-
sents, and wishes to continue to represent, but
yet, heing a resident of Brisbane, he would not
be able to be an elector for that electorate. It
will be argued probably that a man should
have a vote for the electorate in which his
interests lie rather than for the electorate in
which he happens to be residing. I may point
out that iv New Zealand three yemrs after
they adopted the principle of one man one vote,
retaining the property qualification, they altered
that qualification to the one contained in this
Bill, and that fact largely influenced wme in
representing to my colleagues that it was
desirable straizht away to adept the principle of
residence as the only qualification.

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY : It will be
observed that our residence qualification at the
present tin:e is twelve months in the colony and
six months in any particular electorate, unless a
person has bheen, or states he has been, at some
previous time an elector in some other elec-
torate, in which case his qualification is re-
duced to three months’ residence in that elec-
torate for which he seeks to be registered as a
voter. In the working of the Act it has been
found that every man now who applies for
the franchice states that he has had a qualifica-
tion for some other electorate—he is not com-
pelled to state when—and he gets on at the end
of three months. I have thought it wise to re-
tain in this Bill the twelve months’ residence
in the colony, as I believe that is a quite short
enough time for any man to become thoroughly
acquainted with our politics, and to adopt the
principle of three months’ residence in one



848 Elections Bill.

electorate. I have also gone further than that,
and have provided that where a man is already
on the roll and moves into another district he
can obtain a transfer, not a transfer such as
given under our present law, but a genuine
transfer, after he has given notice that he desires
to carry his vote from one electorate to another.
In that case he has only to reside in his new
electorate for one month prior to wmaking
application for a transfer. I do not think it
is desirable to reduce the time below one
month ; and, in fact, I will very strongly oppose
any attempt to reduce the time, because if it
were reduced below that period it might lead to
something like what happened in New Zealand.
I may be doing the Government of that colony
an injustice, but it is alleged against them that
they sent a large number of men as workers into
a particular electorate immediately pricr to an
election coming off, and that those men imme-
diately acquired the right to vote in that elec-
torate ; and when the election was over they
were withdrawn.

Mr. McDoNALD: Tt is done in America now.

The HOME SECRETARY : It is not desir-
able that it should be done. The underlying
principle of our representation is locality—that
a man represents the peopls who are bounded
within a particular locality called an electorate.

Mr. Firz¢eraLD: How long will it take a
man to get his vote changed from one electorate
to another—one or three months?

The HOME SECRETARY : He can apply
immediately after being one month in the elec-
torate, and before he can vote it will take two
more months—before his vote is confirmed—
three months altogether, as distinguished from
five at least which it would take him if there was
no such provision for transfer at the end of one
month,

Mr. FITZGERALD : In the meantime would he
be kept on the old roll for thres months ?

The HOME SECRETARY : For two months
the man who goes from one electora‘e to another
will necessarily be disfranchised—during the
time he is changing his residence frum one
electorate to another he will practically be dis-
franchised.

An HoNoUurABLE MEMBER: Why should he be ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Why should he
vote for an electorate for which he has ceased to
hold the qualification? ,

Mr. W. Hamirrox: Why not register him in
one hefore he is struck off the other?

The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon.
member comes to that, he ought to be trans.
ferred on the day he moves.

Mpr, F1TzeERALD : Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY : I pointed out
the objection of that—that it wonld open the
door to an unserupulous Government to over-
run any electorate ; and you would find instead of
an electorate of 1,000 voters, there would be an
electorate of 10,000—each side would run men
across the border of the electorate to simply
record their votes and swamp the local residents
altogether.

Mr. Kipstox : Why not allow his qualifica-
tion to be good only in the new one?

The HOME SECRETARY : It is impossible
to adopt any such principle as that; therefore,
you must have a certain period of probation in
the new electorate before a man can be said to
have brecowe a resident.

Au HoNoURABLE MEMBER: Then moving is a
disqualification.

The HOME SECRETARY : He certainly
ought not to vote in the electorate for which
he has ceased to hold the qualification., The
question is now put whether a man has ceased to
hold the qualification. We know thab in the
case of Carter—it was not residence, but the
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same thing would apply there. He certainly
held property within a particular electorate, but
he ceased to hold the particular property in re-
gard to which he was registered.

Mr. DawsoN : He never held it.

The HOME SECRETARY : He did hold is,
but not in a particular way.

Mr, Dawson : He voted on a wrong qualifica-
tion.

The HOME SECRETARY : Nevertheless he
was on the roll; and hon. members have said
that though he was on the roll for that electorate
he ought not to have voted, because he certainly
had not the particular qualification for which he
was registered. I say it is a sound prineipls
that a man who leaves his own electorate aud
severs his connection with the electorate oughs
to leave the return of the representative of that
electorate to thuse who remain in it, He is not
an elector for the whole colony—that is the point
I want hon. members to recollect—that the
reason, the justification for-disfranchising a man
—necessarily disfranchising him under the cir-
cumslances during the time he is leaving the
one and placing his name on the roll of another
and the confirmation—the reason for that is that
he is an elector for a particular district, and is
registered as such, and not as an elector for the
whole colony,

An HoNourRABLE MEMBER: He is a citizen of
the colony.

Mr. KipsToN: And it is a civil offence to
change his residence, for which he is to be
punished.

The HOME SECRETARY : No, but he has
to puy a certain penalty for changing his resi-
dence from one electorate to another. I do not
see how it is to be avoided without ruaning the
risk of dangers which would be very much greater
than the inconvenience which he has to suffer.
Itis provided thatno personshall have aresidence
in more than one electorate—that is to say, as is
very often the case, if a man has two or three
residences he must elect as to which is his true
and proper place of residence. I know hon.
members who have really more than one place of
residence, but they will be limited to one resi-
dence only as far as qualification is concerned.
In clause 8, which 1 regard as a very important
clause, an attempt has been made to define what
is residence. It is the first occasion I think on
which it has been attempted,

Mr, DawsoN : This does not follow the English
Act. It is not actual squatting, Residence
does not mean in the English law actual squat-
ting ; a bond fide intention i+ residence.

The HOME SECRETARY : Residence is a
question of fact to be decided by the court. We
endeavour to lay down here certain rules which
shall guide the court in arriving at a decision
on the question of fact. They are almnost en-
tirely on the lines of the opinion which was
given by the late Premier, Mr. Byrnes, in regard
to this question, and which was circulated
amongst the various benches of the colony for
their guidance, and I do not think that this
definition can very well be improved upon.

Mr. DawsoxN: That was his definition—bond
fide intention.

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes. I think
a man may be temporarily absent—he may be
absent six, eight, or ten munths, or he may be
on a trip—he may be gone to England—never-
thele<s he is shifting about—he is a nomad for
the time being—but his place of residence still”
remains his old home, to which he has the inten-
tion of returning after his journey is over.
That is the principle to which we have endea-
voured to give effect in this definition of resi-
dence.

My, Dawsox : The Willard case in New South
Wales turned on that very point,
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The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber probably knows more about the Willard
case than I do. There is a paragraph in clause
9—the 4th paragraph, commencing with,
‘“When a second place is so appointed for a
district.” That is intended to meet such a case as
arose, I think, in the Bulloo electurate, where
certaln men

Mr, Kerg : At Eulo and Thargomindah.

The HOME SECRETARY : Quite so—the
hon. member recalls the case. This has been
imported into the Bill for the purpose of meet-
ing such a case as that, in which I believe certain
injustice was done to certain voters. That, of
course, is coming to Part I[1., which i~ under
the head of ““Preparation of Rolls.” In other
respects clauses 9, 10, 11, and 12 are much the
same, I think almost word for word, as the pre-
sent law, which, in my opinion, caunot well be
improved upon. 1 may mention that I had a
look through the various HKlections Acts of
the different colonies, and T have arrived at
the conclusion that our method of registration,
though possibly in comparison with others s little
more complicated, yet I believe is actually
the best that is in existence in Australia.
Therefore, I have, with certain exceptions,

endeavoured to preserve them in
[10°30 p.m.] this Bill. I propose that the bi-

wonthly courts shall still be held
in the months of February, April, June, August,
October, and December, as abt present. The
claim will be very much in the same form as
that which has now to be filled up; bhut it will
be noticed that it may be signed before and
attested by—in addition to those who are now
authorised to attest claims—the clerk of the
local authority for the district in which the
claimant resides.

Mr. McDoraLD : That is not a bit of use to
the Western men.

Mr. FirzGeERALD : They may be seventy miles
away from us.

The HOME SHCRETARY : What induced
me to think the clerk of the local anthority would
be a more valuable attestor than hon. members
seen to think is that he is very often clerk of
works for the local authority as well as clerk,
and as such does a great deal of travelling.

Mr. McDoxaLp : He will be abisolutely useless
out our way.

The HOME SECRETARY : I am sorry to
hear that. I know that the clerk of a local
authority is very often also clerk of works, and
does a good deal of travelling. He generally
has a junior clerk whom he can leave in the
office, and he practically runs the divisional
board.

Mr. MoDoNaLD : Why not insert a *“ police-
man” ?

Mr. Grassey : Why have any attestation at
all?

The HOME SECRETARY : Speaking for
myself, T should not have any great objection to
the policeman-—in fact, in 1885 or 1886 I proposed
that a policeman should be authorised to attest
claims. But that, I think, would be a very strong
reason why policemen should not be permitied to
have the franchise—a principle which is con-
tinued hy this Bill

Mr. JacksoN : Better give him the vote and
leave the other out.

The HOME SHCRETARY : I do not think
s0, and I shall be able to give an instance or
two in which it has cowe very prominently
under my notice that it was a very fortunate
thing not only for the constables themselves but
also for the public that the constables were not
possessed of the franchise. That is a point I
shall come to presently, but I shall be quite pre-
pared to discuss the question if it is raised in

18993 g*
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committes, It will be seen that clause 16 is the
one which relates so the method of transfer, and
I would like to read it in order to call special
attention to it. It provides that—

Any person, whose name is entered on the roll of

any distriet, and who desires to have his name trans-
ferred from such roll to the roll of another district on
the ground of his change of residence from the first-
meniioned to the last-mentioned district, may deliver
his claim for transter, or send it by post, to the electoral
registrar for such last-meatione! district at any time,
or may personally present his claim at, or seud it or
cause it to be sent to, any bi-monthly court when the
cours is sitting.
Then the claim is to be in the form following in
the Bill, and in which it will not be necersary for
the claimant to give so much information as in
the first instance. I may here point out, though
I have not actually come to that part of the Bill
in which it is provided, that an essential feature
of the working of this Bill will be that for every
claim there shall be a document. There shall be
as little as possible lefs to hearsay. For every
name which appears on the roll there shall be a
document for the purpose of comparison. Of
course it will be necessary that officers shall take
very much greater care of claims than has been
taken of them in the past.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY : So faras I can
understand, it has apparently been the practice
of a good many electoral registrars to regard
electoral claims, as soon as they have been
finally dealt with, as so much waste paper.
Hon. members will see that it is proposed by
this Bill that they shall be regarded as rather
precious documents, and I think it is very
desirable that should be so,

Ho~NouraBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. McbDonaLDp: What will become of the
vote if they are stolen ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Under this Bill
I think the claims will not be stolen, as very
much greater care will be taken of them.
Claimants may be called upon to prove their
claims in the way that is done now, but hon.
members will notice in clause 21 a provision
which, I think, a very valuable one if we are to
make a point of having thorough purity with
regard to our electoral rolls. It throws upon any
persun making a bogus claim—that is to say,
making & claim for one electorate when he is
already on the roll for another—the onus of
proving that he did not know that he was on the
other roll. Ttis his duty to know on what roll his
name appears. The duty of knowing the law on all
points is cast upon him as a citizen—ignorance
of the law is no excuse for a breach of it— and
when a man presumes to exercise the franchise
and to negative the vote of somebody else who
differs from him politically he should be respon-
sible for having his name placed on the roll when
he isnot entitled to have it there, He should have
the best knowlcdge as to whether his name is on
a roll or not, and it is an excellent provision that
the proof of his innocence in regard to his name
being on another roll should rest with him.
Provision is also made in clanse 23 for facilitating
transfer. That clause was recast in a later draft,
and I mention that now that hon, members may
look out for it when the printed amendments
will be circulated. By clause 24 it is provided—

Any claim submitted at a bi-monthly court from an
elector whose name appears to be already entered on
the roll of the district shall be rejected if the particu-
lars contained therein correspond with those already
enrolled, but if any variance appears, such claim shall
be held over for consideration by the court to be held
for revising the annual lists.

So that an opportunity is given for the annual
revision court practically to correct errors, If
there is any error in a roll aman puts in a proper
claim or his proper name, and the opportunity
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18 given to correct such errors. Then special
care is taken that every page in the electoral
register book, every entry in it, and every altera-
tion made in it shall beinitialled by the chairman
of the court.

Mr. Grassey: That is the old country law.
A very good thing too.

The HOME SECRETARY : That will pre-
vent any manipulation by any person who might
get access to the book. In clause 29, which
relates to what T propose now to call the
“additional roll,” it will be seen from the pro-
vision that there will only be at anyone time
one ‘““‘additional roll.” That is to say, when the
annual roll has been made up there comes, we
will say in the following Felruary, a new roll.
Then the applications which come on at that are
confirmed in April.  The February list, it is
provided, shall be embodied in the April roll.
The June roll, when it is prepared, will be
embodied into it, and so on, as it were a suow-
ball gathering in size, until we come again to the
annual roll. So thers will be only at one time
two rolls for any person to refer to—the annual
roll and the interim roll in which all the names
will be embodied.

Mr. KIDSTON : A very great improvement.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes, considering
we have six bi-monthly courts in the year. 1t
is proposed in the draft I have,to cast upon an
elector the duty of notifying to the registrar his
change of residence, as a matter of form.

Mr. Dawson : Where is that done?

The HOME SECRETARY : It is in a clause
omitted from the Bill, but I have had it printed.

Mr. FITZ¢ERALD : It is new altogether.

The HOME SECRETARY : Of course thers
will be no penalty for him not doing so ; but if
he is kept out through his own neglect, the
answer is: “There is a duty cast on you to
notify the registrar of the chunge of your
residence ; but you have failed to carry out that
duty, and since you have neglected o carry out
a duty cast upon you by the Aect, you cannot
complain at vour name having been omitted.”
Another matter which I think is of great
importance is that it is proposed, at the suggestion
of the Principal Electoral Registrar—from whose
advice I have derived a great deal of advantage
in preparing the Bill—that the geueral electoral
list shall not be a manuscript list. That is
one of the ameundments which I may just
as well foreshadow here—that the old roll
shall be taken as being the new electoral list,
with a new heading so that you are certain it 1s
correct, Mistakes often occur in copying, no
matter how careful you are, and itseems a natural
thing, if you have a thing printed, to take that
as it stands, rather than copy it out in manu-
seript, and exbibit that copy.  So the amendment
which I suggest in lieu of portion of clause 33
would be to the effect that, in order to avoid
mistakes in compilation, to take the old roll and
the Angust list, together with the list of the
chavges of residence—which will be compiled
by the registrar—and treat them as the annual

list. There will be these three—The roll,
the August list, and a small manuseript
list of changes of residence. do mot

think there will be any more difficulty in
examnining them ; but I certainly think, with the
Principal Electoral Registrar, that it will lead
to much more accuracy than has existed in the
past. Hon. members must often have seen
names misspelt on the rolls.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY: “U’s” have
been turned into “n’s,” and sv on. Then the
revision court has, in addition to the powers
which it already has on page 14, the power to
put the word “left ” or * disqualified ¥ against
any name on the list, Then there is *‘ Changed
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residence from this division,” or the possibility

of his changing his residence within a division.
All these things may be dealt with by the court.

Mr. GLAsSEY : What is the necessity of having
“disqualified ” ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Well, a voter
may become insane, or he may get into gaol,

Mr, F1rzerRALD : Registrars at present use
the word disqualified in a very wrong sense.

The HOME SECRETARY : It will have
quite a different meaning now. Then at the top
of page 15—

In the case of any person whose name appears onany
roll, and as to whom the court is satisfied that he has
changed his residence within the division or district.
assigned to the court, the court shall alter the particu-
lars of his place of residence so as to make the list
conform to the fucts of the case.

That is at the annual revision court.

Mr. Dawson : That ought to be done by the
registrar.

The HOME SECRETARY : I do not think
it is desirable the registrar should interfere with
the roll.

Mr. Dawsoxn: If a man changes from Queen
street to George street, he surely ought not to
have to go before the court?

The HOME SECRETARY : By clause 46 it
will be seen that a special duty is cast upon the
electoral regirtrar to take care of claims—

All claims shall be so kept by electoral registrars as
to be immediately available for reference, that is to
say, in alphabetical order corresponding with the rols.

Every alteration effected in a roll in respect of any
elector shall be noted on his original claim.

When any name is erased by the court the electoral
registrar shall set aside the original claim of the elector
in question, and all claims so set aside shall be filed in
alphabetical order in a separate packet for each year, to
be endorred as follows :— .
aud so on. Then it will be necessary also to pro-
vide that where a man claims a transfer by
reason of change of r-sidence that his claim shall
be forwarded to the electoral registrar of the new
electorate, so that it shall be dealt with in future.
That is to say, his original claim will follow him
about from place to place. If he changes from
electorate A to electorate B, his original claim
will follow him to the electoral registrar of the
division to which he goes.

Mr. Kgrr: Does an officer of the Crown for-
ward it ?

The HOME SECRETARY : The electoral
registrar will forward it. Itwill now be the duty of
the Principal Hlectoral Registrar to see that all
these matters are propeily carried out. There is
one slight alteration in clause 49. Ihave omitted
therefrom the police mugistrate and clerk of
petty sessions, so that the clauvse reads: “No
Principal Klectoral Registrar or deputy of the
Principal E ectoral Registrar shall, while he holds
such office, be entitled to vote at any election.”

Mr. FrrzeeraLD : What about subsection 2
just ahove ?

The HOME SECRETARY : It reads—

No person whose name is entered on the roll shall be
entitled to vote at any election for such distriet unless
at some time within five months next before the election
he has been bond fide resident therein for a period of
two months.

Mr. Firz¢ERALD : It used to be seven.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes, and it has
been reduced to five,

Mr. ¥F1TZ6ERALD : Why?

Mr. DawsoN : Is it not an error of the drafis-
man?

The HOME SECRETARY : No.

Mr. Dawson: Yes.

The HOME SECRETARY : Noj; it is not.
At any rate it is not my mist: ke.

Mr. FirzeeralD : No, certainly not.
two months in the seven now.

The HOME SECRETARY ; It has been
reduced to five,

It is
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Mr. F11726ERALD : Why?

The HOME SECRETARY : A man could
get his name on another roll.

Mr. Dawson : Look at clause 75.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes; unless
you asked a man those questions, he might be
absent five months from an electorate, and still
retain his right to vote there; and I question
whhebher anyone would be right in objreting to
that.

Mr. XipsTox : Is it not six months ?

The HOME SECRETARY : If you made it
two months and seven—and it must be remem-
bered that the present qualification is six months
—a man might have left an electorate for the
whole five months and still claim to be entitled
to vote in regard of that electorate.

Mr. McDo~NaLD: There is a contradiction.

The HOME SECRETARY : There is a con-
tradiction, and you cannot avoid a contradiction
here. If hon. members will work it out, they
will find there is really no means of avoiding the
contradiction.

Mr, K1ipstox : There is a contradiction between
this clause and clause 75.

The HOME SECRETARY : I explained
that that is one of the mistakes in the Bill due
to the wrong draft being used. The 4th subsec-
tion of clause 75 reads—‘ Have you during the
last preceding two months possessed a bond fide
place of residence within this electoral district ?”
I méntioned in the opening of my remarks that
this was one of the clanses——

Mr. Dawson : We have not got it correct.

Mr, F1TzeERALD : Mr. Tozer made the same
mistake some two years ago.

The HOME SECRETARY : The correction
intended to be made will make it read with sub-
section 2 of clause 49. To that extent there is a
contradiction. The clauses with regard to nomi-
nation continue the same. The ballot-paper I
propose shall only contain the surname of the
voter, I do not think it is necessary to dis-
tinguish a man by long christian names. Iam
burdened with three myself,

Mr, McDoNaLD: What if there are two men
of the same name-—two Smiths, for instance ?

The HOME SECRETARY : In that case the
christian names will be put in. That is pro-
vided for. It isnot necessary for me to deal with
the clauses taken from the Criminal Code, which
hon. members fully understand., With the excep-
tion of clause 75, there is very little alteration
in matters dealing with the taking of the poll,
which are familiar to all hon. members,

Mr. Dawson : What about the 6th subsection
of clause 757

The HOME SECRETARY : That isnew. I
propose to retain the contingent vote. I think
the principle is being better understood now ;
and n consequence of it some hon. members are
now sitting in  this House representing the
majorities of their constituents, whereas under
the old law someone sitting here now might
be representing a minority.

Mr, Grassgy: I think it is a mistake to
retain it.

The HOME SECRETARY: I don’t think
so. It was difficult to understand, but I think
the electors understand it pretty well now.
At all events we can argue that later on ; it does
not require any explanation at present. Now
we come to an entirely new principle, which I
srust will commend itself to hon. members, and
that is the question of absent voters. It com-
mences with clause 97, which is largely adapted
from, and I think is an improvemsnt on, the
South Australian system. In New Zealand

something of the same sort obtains, but it only
relates to commercial travellers and seamen.

An Hovourarte MEMBER: And it is not so
effective.
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Mr. Kinstoxn : This is far better.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes. I think
these clauses are an improvement., 'They run on
the I'nes of the South Australian system. A
certificate may be given to any person who
believes he will be absent from the district after
the issue of the writ, and before or after the
nomination day, either personally or by post.

Mre. DawsoN : After the ivsue of the writ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes.

Mr. W, Hawmrrrov: There are many parts

of the colony where men would not

[11 p.m.] be able to send to the electoral regis-

trar and get their certificates in time
to allow them to vote until after the writ is
issued.

The HOME SECRETARY : They cannot
get them before the writ is issued, because there
18 noelection before th »n. This does not impose
any disability upon a man. Having got his
absent voter’s certificate he can vote at the post
office alongside the polling booth on the very
day he gets it if he thinks fit.

Mr. KipsTON : It does not take the power of
voting from him.

The HOME SECRETARY: No, it gives
him increased facilities for voting, and he need
not gv to the polling booth unless he likes. For
instance, a man in North Brisbane who has
reason to believe that heis not very popular
and will be booh-hooed if seen at the polling
booth-~there is nothing to prevent him applying
to the returning officer in his own electorate, and
then walking down to the Vallev and posting
his absent voter’s voting paper. There would be
no occasion for him to attend the polling booth
at all. It is provided that if any elector who
has reason to belisve that he will, on the day
appointed for taking the poll in an electoral
district, be absent from the district may, after the
issue of the writ, apply to the returning officer
for an absent voter’s certificate. The application
is to be made in a particular form which is set
forth, and the applicant must make a solemn
declaration that the same is true.

Mr. Dawsox : Can he apply by wire ?

The HOME SECRETARY : I take it that he
can apply by wire. In any case he can apply by
letter, or if that is impossible he is no worse off
afterwards anyhow. Of course he could not vote
unless he gets a voter’s certificate. Under those
circumstances he would really depend upon the
possibility of his being able to get to the polling
booth on the polling day. The process will
perhaps be best understood by my reading the
instructions which are printed on the absent
voter’s voting paper, which are as follows :—

INSTRUCTIONS.~—In the presence only of the post-
master, the voter must write the name of the candidate
or the names of the candid .tes for whom he votes, or if
he wishes to use the contingent vote he may write the
names of the candidates one below the other to
denote the order in which he desires his vote or votes
to be counted. The voter must then sizn his own name
on the counterfoil. The postmaster must not look at
the names of the candidates for whom the voter votes,
bus the postmaster will witness the signature and stamp
the voting-paper, without unfolding the same, with the
post-office letter stamp forthe day and date, and return
the voting-paper to the voter. The elector will then
insert this voting-paper in the envelope, on which the
certificata is signed and marked * For voting-paper,”
and tasten. Then, after sealing up or fastening the
letter in the envelope, addressed to the Returning
Officer, will hand it at once to the postmaster for
posting.

There is his signature under it, but thatis torn
off when the votes are counted, and ail that is
put into the ballot-box with the other absent
voter’s votes, is the portion which bears on it
the names of the candidates, like the ordinary
ballot papers, It is absolutely necessary that
there should be some automatic method of proving
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that a man shall vote on or before the day of
the election ; that he should not hold his vote over
until after everybody else has voted, and then
cast his vote; and the only way that that can
be done, as far as I can see, is to follow the
South Australian system, according to which
the postmaster uses the stamp which he employs
for letters on that particular day, Of course if
a man is so far away from a post office that he
cannot avail himself of it, his absent voter’s
certificate would be of no value to him, but in
most instances, in outlying districts he would
have pretty well 2 month in which he could go to
vote at the post office; and he can vote on any
day that is convenient to him, even, it may be,
on a Sunday ; but it must be on or before the
day appointed for the holding of the poll. Then
the question arises, how long a time should be
allowed for those absent voters’ papers to come
in. Some of them might be coming in right up
to the duy on which the writ is to be returned;
but it is provided that if the number of absent
voters’ papers which are out is less than the
majori*y which is obtained without them by one
candidate over the next to him the poll may be
declared without waiting for them to come in.
That is to say, that if the circumstances were
such that if the whole of the outstanding absent
votes were cast for the losing candidate, that is
the candidate next lowest on the poll, and they
still would not give him a majority, the
candidate at the head of the poll may be
declared elected without waiting for them.
Of course there can be no objection to that,
as it is desirable that the result should be
known and declared as scon as possible,
Perhaps some hon. members will be inclined
to advocate the adoption of the principle of
voter’s rights for all electors. Now, I have been
very carefully into that, 'We had it many years
ago, though some hon. members may not
remember. That was away back in the seventies,
and it was found not to answer then, Itis in
vogue in Victoria and New South Wales, and, as
far as I have beren able to discover, 1t must
necessarily tend to complicate rather than to
facilitate matters, In faet, the voter’s right is
nothing more than the counterfeil of the appli-
cation form which the man fills in. When
he fills up bis form he is given a voter’s right,
which contains certain particulars taken from
his application form. Thuat is merely a certifi-
cate that he bas applied to be put upon the
roll. It does not put him on the roll neces-
sarily. It does not give him the right to
vote unless he is on the roll, but it has this
effect : That if he it on the roll he cannot
vote if he has lost his voter’s right. It tends
to complicate matters, and I shall be prepared
to meet anyone who proposes to adopt that
principle. 1 am perfectly satisfied it is not
a good one, and that our system is better
without it. The question has arisen—I have
not put it in this Bill, but I believe it
would be an advantage, and I have had a
clause drafted—whether it would not be well
to provide for regulations. Tt is a principle
which is adopted in most of the other ecolo-
nies, and hon. members will be astonished to
find the exfent to which forms have to be
adopted. They have hitherto, unless provided
for in the Act, been formulated as a matter of
departmental detail and administration. Many
of them, I think, ought to be embodied in
regulations, and it is desirable that regulations,
which must necessarily be approved by Parlia-
ment at the earliest possible date after being
passed, should be framed, because they are very
mwuch better than departmental directions, even
though they may proceed from the Principal
Electoral Registrar. The temporary provisions
are at the end of the Bill,

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. Dawson : There is something before that,
Section 154,

Mr. Frrzcerarnd : Yes, why not give the right
of appeal ?

The HOME SECRETARY : T think that is
best left to the Justices Act. However, we will
discuss that afterwards when we come to it in
committee. It is not a matler which affects
any other portion of the Bill. Now the tempor-
ary provisions may be regarded by some hon.
members as being of a somewhat drastic character,
but I think myself, when we are making a change
such as this, that it is desirable to purify the
rolls as much as we can,

Mr, Dawsox : This creates a new roll.
The HOME SECRETARY : An absolutely

new roll, and there are many reasons for it.
One object is that it is proposed now that for
every pamne on every roll throughout the colony
there should be a written claim. It isa fact that
a very large number of claims have been care-
fully preserved in the past, while others have
been lost. That is one reason why it is desir-
able to start afresh. One very important reason
is that we are getting rid of three different kinds
of qualification, and there are, I kunow, thou-
sands upon thousands of men who really are
possessed of a residence qualification, but who
are on the roll in respect of a different qualifici.-
tion. A man, although he resides in an elec-
torate, if he bappens to reside on bhis own
freehold, likes to appear on the roll as a free-
holder. Residence is supposed to be the lowest
qualification at present. L believe I myself am
on the roll of the electorate I reside in as a free-
holder, and not in connection with residence at
all.

Mr. BrowxE: Leaseholders and householders,

too,

The HOME SECRETARY : Ves, they arein
the same condition. We are going to strike off
every name on every roll in regard to those
three qualifications—freeholder, leaseholder, and
householder. We must do that, because we are
going to wipe out those qualifications altogether.
Those thres qualifications we must wipe off and
treat as nullities, and while we are doing that it
is desirable that we should take the opportunity
of cleansing the rolls, and making a clean sweep.
That is exactly the way in which it was done
when our lust Elections Act was passed in 1885,

Mr. Harpacrge : There will be a big outery of
public feeling against that.

The HOME SECRETARY : I do not think
so. One very strong reason 1 have urged is that
if we are going to have a written document with
regard to every claim and every qualification
which will appear on our rolls for the fubure,
then, this is the only way you can secure that ;
that is to say that every man throughout
the colony should receive a notice to say
that wunless he makes a claim within a
certain time his name will disappear from
the roll, no matter what his qualification is.
By that means you will secure a most important
point—that is, that there shall be a claim, with
his signature to it, which will be available for
purposes of comparison in the event of his trying
to get on some other roll with that name, or
possibly with some other name.

Mr., Harnacre : There are thousands of pro-
perly filled up claims quite recently, and why
should they be knocked off?

The SPEAKER : Order;

Mr. FITzZGERALD : Why challenge the present
residence men on the rolls ?

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not see
why any distinction should be made at all
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Probably 75 per cent. of the electors on the
various rolls will have to go off, because their
qualifications will be destroyed.

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : No.

The SPEAKER: Order! Although not
quite in order, I have allowed, within limita-
tions, interjections to be made, so long as they
did not seem to interfere with the course of the
hon. member’s speech. Interjections have been
freely allowed, because it seemed to be the
desire on both ‘sides that information should be
given fully as the hon. gentleman proceeded. 1
trust that that latitude will not be carried
beyond reasonable limits.

The HOME SECRETARY : The great pro-
portion of electors will entirely disappear from
the rolls, as their qualifications will necessarily
go, and they must put in another claim for
residence, if they happen to have it. If they
are pub to this trouble, I do not see why every
elector should not be put to the same trouble, in
order that we may secure a thorough cleansing of
the rolls, and have an eatirely new start, If a
man’s vote is not worth that trouble under the
new system which we propuse to adopt, he does
not deserve a vote. Some people want to
be regularly spoonfed with vofes, They need
to have their votes crammed down their
throats, and unless there is some organiser
who is prepared to go round the country and
cram their claims and their votes down their
throats, they are not prepared to exercise them.
I believe there are large numbers of people
throughout the country who do not care twopence
about their votes. However, every man who is
on a roll will get a notice through the post. If
he is on half-a-dozen rolls, he will get half-a-
dozen notices, enclosing a form of claim to All
up, and surely it is not too much to ask him to
take the trouble of filling up that claim. If he
is listless in the matter, his name will disappear.
I propose that he should get some further lati.
tude. ~After he has failed to put in his claim the
first time, he will get further notice.
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Mr. Lzsiva: That is what they are doing
now ; sending notices like that. Four hundred
were knocked off the other day in that way.

The HOME SECRETARY : That reminds
me that nnder this Bill men will not be knocked
off the roll for change of residence. An entry
will merely be made in the roll that they have
changed their residence. I think that1sall T
need say. I am bound to say that T have not
dealt as fully as I should have liked, especially
with regard to matters connected with transfers
from one electorate to another, from one division
to another, and transfers of residence within the
division. I hope hon. members have been able
to understand those provisions without the ex-
planation which I should like to have given.
The hour is very late, or I could easily have
taken another half-hour in dealing with that.
The measure is one that should commend itself
to hon. members. As one who was not
enamoured very much of the principle of one
man one vote, I am prepared to submit to the
decision of the people as expressed in the adop-
tion of the Commonwealth Bill. I believe the
desire of this colony is to fall into line with the
other colonies. As to whether we should go
still further, and fall into line with South Aus-
tralia by adopting woman suffrage, I do not
know, ¥or my own part, I think it is de-
sirable that we should take one step at a time,
and leave it to the ‘“ Reform Parliament "—if I
may use the expression—to deal with the larger
question. I beg to move that the Bill be now
read a second time.

Mr, DawsoN : You have done very well.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers): I move
that the debate be now adjourned.

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at twenty-eight minutes
past 11 o’clock,





