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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 7 NOVE~IBER, 1899. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3 
o'clock. 

PAPERS. 
The following paper was laid on the table of 

the House:-
Return to an order, relative to barristers 

employed by the Crown in the Queens­
land National Bank prosecutions, made 
by the House, on motion of Mr. 
McDonald, on the 2nd mstant. 

The following papers, laid on the table, were 
ordered to be printed :-

Heport on the gnnlogy nf the \:V est Moreton 
or Ipswich Coal Fielrl. 

Report of the Uhief Inspector of Distilleries. 
Heturn to an order, relative to fees r1aid to 

Mr. W. F. Wilson, made by the House, 
on motion of l\Ir. Dawson, on the 1st 
instant. 

Return to an order, relative to block of land 
on Lansdowne Rnn, made by the House, 
on motion of J'.lr. Kerr, on the 26th 
Oct >her last. 

Return to an order, relative to valuation and 
rents, Blackall and Tambo di<tricts, 
made by the House, on a motion of l\1r. 
Kerr, on the 26th October last. 

Return to an order, relative to proposed sale 
of lands on Balnagowan Run, made by 
the House, on motion of lYir. Curtis, on 
the 2fith October last. 

Reports to the Land Court relating to the 
Seaforth Estate, land agent's district of 
Mackay. 

HEMOVAL OF GEOLOGICAL MUSEUM 
AND OFl<'IUERS. 

Mr. BROWNE (Cro.ijdon) asked the Secretary 
for MinE'··' without notice-Is it the intention 
of the dovernmeut to shift the Geoh>gical 
Museum and the officers of the Geological 
Department out. to the Exhibition buildings? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINE::l (Hon. 
R. Philp, Townsville) replied-The matter is 
now ur,der the considemtion of the Government. 

MASTER OF TI'rLES. 
Mr. DA WSON (Charters Towers) asked the 

Attornev-Geneml, without notice-If he has 
appointed anyone to ad in the place of Mr. 
Gore Jnnes, who has recently been appointed 
Acting District Cuurt Judge, and if he is aware 
thatthelPgal profession is very much embarrassed 
at the presqnt time? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutled;;e, J1Iaranoa) replied-No one has been 
appoint~d in l\t1r. Jones's place, and no cmT!muni­
cation has been received by me from any member 
of the public complaining: of any inconvenience 
arising from his a1>sence. I may say his judicial 
duties h"'ve n11w hPen completed. 

l\/[r. DAWSON: Don't you think someone else 
should h:we p:Hformed his duties while he was 
abs,nt? 

The ATTORNEY-GJ<~I\ERAL: I do not 
think it was nece -sary. The rush of work is not 
•uch as to nece~<itaie anyone being appointed 
for so short a time as ;yrr. Gure Jones WL>S absent. 

QUESTIONS. 
ALLEGlm DESERTERS FROM QUEENSLAND 

CoNTINGENT. 
Mr. LESINA (Clermont) aRkerl the Premier­
!. How many volunteers belonging to the Queensland 

Contingent have deserted from that body dunng the 
f rtnight pre('leding embarka,tion? 

2. What are the names and nationalities of the 
det<ertcrs? 

The PRK111IER replied­
Kone. 
NATIONALITY OF MEliiBERS OF QUEENSLAND 

CONTINGENT. 
Mr. LESIN A asked the Premier-
1. Is it true that two stranded Swedish tourists at 

Bundaberg were specially naturalised to enable them to 
joiu,!.he contingent of Queensland Volunteers for the 
rrransvaal? 

2. Did any natives volunteer in the Bundaberg dis­
trict? 

3. How many Germans, Frenchmen, Dutch, Swedes, 
Jews. Russians, and Danes \l\)luntecred? 

4. What is the pe1·centage of native-born Queens­
landers in the contingent compared with all other 
nationalities? 

The PRE.\1IER replied­
Informa.tion not available. 

NU1IRER OF MARHIED MEN IN 
QUEENSLAND OONTINGEN'r. 

:Mr. LESINA: I would like to ask the 
Prt>1nier, without notice--

The PRE11IER: Give notice. 
l\lr. LESINA: I have already given notice a 

week ago without getting the information to the 
question with reference to the number of married 
men in the co11ti!1gent. 

The PREMIJU<. : I will reply to that ques­
tion. 

Mr. DAWSON: Why did you say" give noti<>e" 
before you heard the question? 
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The PREMIER : The information has been 
obtained that there were forty.fi ve married men 
in the contingent. • 

DEEP LEVELS (CHARTERS TOWERS) 
DEVELOPMENT BILL. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
MINES (Hon. R. Philp, Tou·~sville), it was 
resolved- · 

That the House will, at its next !<ittinl!, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the ·whole to consider of the 
desirablene~s of in traducing a Bill to assist certain 
persons to test, open up, and develop at deep levels 
certain auriferous lands situated on the goldfield of 
Charters Towers. 

DISBURSEMENTS FRllM THE AGENT­
GENERAL'S ACCOUNT CURREl'<T. 

On themotion of Mr. BROWXE:(cr·oydon), it 
was resolw•d-

That there be laid on the table of this House a return 
~hawing the several items of expenditure, covered by 
tbo sum of £26,340 2s. lOd., describe<! m Agent-General's 
repol't for 1898 as "disbursements from the Queensland 
Government Agent-General's account current for the 
year." 

SUPPLY. 
R~;SrMPTION OF COMMITTEE. 
THURSDAY ISLAND GARRISON. 

The PREMIER (Hon. J. R. llick"on, 
Bulimba) moved that £9,5G8 be granted for the 
Thursday Island garrison. As hon. members 
were aware, this vote was contributed to by the 
colonies under an agreement made for the main­
tenance of a garrison at Thursday Island. As 
there appeared to be some want of clear pncep· 
tion as to how that garrison was maintained and 
how it originated, if it was not trcspas<ing too 
much on the time of the Committee be would 
t•xplain how the matter now "tood. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: The total expenditure to 

date upon construction, arn1ament, etc., was 
£23,876, and the expendhure for maintenance 
to date repreoentt d £40, 7G8. 

Mr. GLASSEY: What period do those amounts 
cover? 

The PREMIER: The pP!'iod since 1801. 
Sonth Australia bad never contributed to that, 
although it was understood she woul.l contribute. 
Her ddiciency was £5,292 12s. 3d. A con­
ference of commandants, which met in 1896, 
recommended that the following troops should 
be regarded as the war strength of the garrison : 
-Artillery, 170, all ranks; infantrl', 200, all 
ranks; medical otaff corps, 18, all ranks; total, 
388. 

AnHoxoeRABLE :MEMBER: \VarHtrength? 
The PREMJER: War strength. In April, 

1R98, Sir Hugb Nelwn v.rote to the contributing 
colollies en~gesting th!Lt the then existing estab­
lishment at Thursday Island, which consisted of 
fift.y permanent. artillery and forty-five militia 
artillery, shonld be increased to the limit recom­
m€11ded by thn conference; and as the additional 
troops could not be raised in Thursday Island 
itself, he suggested that the reinforcements 
necessary tn bring the garrison up to war 
strength shonlil be provideil from the Queens­
land Defence Force, the irl<ea being that the 
establishment of the force shonld be increa~ed by 
the number of men required for service at 
Thursday Island. These men, although forming 
part of the ordinary Defence Force of the colony, 
would be paid by the contributing colonies and 
would be held in readinecos for transfer to the 
ishlnd on the outbreak of war. The annnal ex· 
penditnre estimated to be necessary to cover 
the cost of the garrisr•n on the increased 
ba.is was £11,774, a difference of .£4,877 on the 
cost of motintenance of the smaller garrison. 
In consideration of the contributing colonies 
agreeing to the increased expenditure for main· 

tenance, Sir Hugh Nelson offered, on behalf of 
Queensland, to pay the whole cost of the addi· 
tional atmament rtqniJE>rl, estimated at £7,300. 
The principal colonies having agreed to the 
proposal, provision was mad" on la"t year's 
Estimates for a considerable portion of the 
inm<<•sed expenditure, "bile on the current 
year's EHtin.,.tts nearly the whole sum is pro­
vided (£11,483, inclndingcontritntionof Queens­
land). There a]>peared to be some uncertainty 
ammJg hon. members on the &nbject of the 
object in ctcnpying anJ fortifying Thur;day 
Island. Frequently statements were made that 
~ome nAw paosage bad been di~covered through 
the Barrier Reef or among the iolands, which 
would render all their preparations useleos and 
nullify the power of the island as a fortress for 
the protection of their shipping trade. Thurs­
day Island might be called a strategic base of 
secondary importance. 

:Mr. GLASSEY: Secondary importance. vVbere 
is the port of first importance? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Gibraltar or Malta, 
for 7n~tance. 

The PREMIER: He •hould say Malta. It 
was of value both as a possible coaling station, 
and as a rendezvous and harbour of refuge for 
ships during war; where they might obtain such 
water and provisions as might be stored there, 
and protection from pursuit by hostile cruisers. 
It was therefore necessary to hold the island 
with a permanent garrison and a suitable arma· 
ment. It was also of thP greatest. importance to 
deny the ll>'P of this stmtegic point. to any hostile 
nation, to whom some such point would be 
essenti"l for the snecess of any raiding txpedi­
tion on a large scale. Th<C garrison was uow 
provided under an arrangement with certain 
ot.her colonies, and consisted, during -peace, of 
fifty ollicers and men of the Queensland regi­
ment of the Royal Australian Artillery, of a 
small local corps of Garrison ArtillPry, the 
establishment of which is fixed at forty-five of all 
rrtnks, and the members of the local rifle club. 
During war the garrison would be increased 
by twPnty·five officers and men of the Queens· 
ll'nd regiment of Royal Australian Artillery 
kept in Brisbane during peace as a d epi'>t. 
The w hule of the officers and men of the 
Queensland Regiment of Royal Australian Ar~il­
lerv were interchangeable as regards serviCe 
in ·Thnrsda.y Island. The Infantry garrison 
in war time would consist of three companies 
from the Queensland Defence Force. These, 
during peace, were borne on t.he establishment 
of the Infanlrv of the Defence l!'orce, and "uch 
companies wt;uld be selected for this duty as 
might be convenient at that tiwe. There was 
also " small section of the Army Medical Corps 
provided for on the cst.a blishment; but this 
corps httd not yet heen raised. Jf, as seems 
pror·ahle, there should be a considerable develo]J­
ment in tl>e gnlr:mining industry on Horn Island, 
a local infantry corps may be wised wbich 
would b~ mol'e imrnediat~ly availa.hle in case of 
war. He thought this information would be 
acceptablP to the Comn.ittee. As this vote was to 
be contributed to by the <•ther colonies, it might 
safely be passed without any drain on the finances 
of this cnlonv. 

Mr. GLASSEY (Bundabe,·g): He gather< d 
from the remarks of the Premier that Thursday 
Island was rPgarded as of secnndary importance, 
and he hud interjected "here there was another 
place of fir,t importance. He thought the Home 
SPcretary replied, bnt he was not able to catch 
what he said. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: I said such a place as 
Gibraltar or Malta. . 

Mr. GLAS8EY: He did not think any hon. 
rnemher wunld cavil at any reasonable expendi­
ture in order to • keep the Thuroday Island 
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garrison or any such place of importance in the 
best possible state, so as to protect the colony 
from any hostile force which might threaten its 
shores. He was going to ask whether the Premier 
had had any recent report from the Commandant 
as to whether he was satisfied that Thursday 
Island, as at present equipped, was armed and 
equipped with the very hest weapons procurable 
at the present time. He believed there was a 
report from the Commandant, but be said very 
little abmtt it. That did not imply that it might 
not be perfectly safe. At page 9 he said-

A considerable amount of work has been performed 
during the past year by military labour under the 
superintendence of Captain W. A. Coxen, R . .A..A.., viz.:­

(a) Communications; 
(b) Cable for electrical communication ; 
(c) Improvements on the rifle range and roads. 

A wire entanglement to enclose the fort and D.R.F. 
No. l is to be put iu hand forthwith. 

BUILDINGs, 
These have been well looked after. 
The building of the drill-shed for the Torres Strait 

Garrison Battery is being delayed at present until the 
site can be permanently settled. 

Cm.IMUNICATIONS. 
A foreman and gang of civilian labourers are now 

engaged on the construction of military roads, and a 
total length of 156 chains of road has been completed 
during tbe past year. 

A scheme of electrical communication has been 
approved, and will no doubt be completed during the 
coming financial year. A portion of this cable has 
already been laid by military labour as previously 
stated. 
It was a very meagre report; but it might be 
all that was required. It would be satisfactory 
to the Committee if the Premier could tell them 
whether, in the judgment of the Commandant or 
in the judgment of mihtary authorities, it was in 
as perfect a state of efficiency as it was possible 
to make it, whether it was desirable that the 
present arrnaments or guns were old or out of 
date, or whether it was not better that it should 
be equipped with the very best weapons procur­
able, and put it in the strongest position it was 
possible it conld be put in. He was sure that 
every hon. member of the Honse, and the country 
generally -and Australia generally-would not 
grudge any increased expenditure in order to 
make this important place as strong as it was 
possible to make it with a view to guarding their 
shores. 

The PREMIER: From a conversation he had 
had with Colonel Gunter, who not bng ago visited 
Thursday Island, he gathered that, as far as 
finances had been advanced for the purpose of 
providing for the efficiency of this military 
station, he considered everything in a very satis­
factory condition. He (the Premier) was not 
prepared to say that the mode of equipment was 
such as to constitute it a first-rate fortress, nor 
did its position demand it. He thought the 
position secondary related not only to the 
equipment but to the location of the station. 

A;> tbe Home Secretary interjected, 
[4 p.m.] G1hraltar or any other strong posi-

tion commanding the passage of 
fleets, as a key to an entrance to any strait, 
would be regarded as a first-class fortress, if pro­
perly equipped. It was not pretended that 
Thursday Island commanded Torres Strait; but 
it commanded the harbour of Thursday Island, 
wherein was established a coaling dep6t, which 
would be of very great importance in case any 
international complications arose. As far as the 
equipment at Thursday Island was concerned, 
he understood that all the guns were up to date ; 
in fact the Imperial authorities had supplied 
them quite recently, and as a fortress on a moderate 
scale, Thursday Island was considered satis­
factory. The sister colonies did not seem 
inclined to increase the contribution; bnt it 
should be borne in mind that the deficiency 
caused by the recalcitrancy of South Australia 

was being made good by the contributing 
colonies, and, as he had said, Queensland had 
contributed over £7,000 in war material and in 
other ways improving the condition of the fort. 
In reply to the hon. member for Bundaberg, he 
could only say that the Commandant had in· 
formed him that, so far as means had been 
placed at his disposal, the money had been spent 
judiciously, and that Thursday Island was in a 
fair condition of defence. Negotiations with 
the other colonies with regard to Thursday 
Island and King George's Sound were in pro­
gress, as to whether the armaments at these 
places might not be increaseu for the benefit of 
the whole of the colonies, but tha', was a matter 
which could be more fully di,cussed by the 
Federal Executive, when all the colonies would 
take a deeper interest in Port Albany and 
Thursday Island than they did at the present 
time. 

Mr. SMITH (Bowen): He had asked the 
Premier on a former occasion what the different 
amounts spent at Thursday Island and King 
George's Sound had been, but he was not aware 
that the Premier had replied to the second 
question-as to the amount expended for the 
fortifications at King George's Sound. A con­
ference was held in 1891 or 1892, and at that 
conference it was recommended that both 
Thursday Island and King George's Sound 
should be fortified. He thought it was of the 
utmost importance that attention should be 
given to this question, because they were 
on the verge of finding out that it was 
necessary to be prepared for war, in case 
of an invasion of any deecription. He would 
like to knnw what had been done towards 
fortifying King George's Sound. Another ques­
tion arose as to ~'hnth Australia's contribution. 
She was morally bound to pay her contribution, 
but nothing had been obtained from her with 
regard to the expenses connected with these 
fortifications. If the other colonies were pre­
pared to pay their contribution, he thought some 
stens should be taken to endea>-our to get South 
An'Stralia to come in in a federal spirit, and pay 
her portion of the exvenses. He would like to 
know if any further steps were to be taken in 
that direction. Of course, from a strategic point 
of view it was absolutely necessary that Thursday 
Island should be fortified, and that it should be 
kept in our hands in such a condition that the 
colonies would be able to hold it against any foe 
if necessary. There h:td been some talk about 
fortifying Port Darwin, and he believed South 
Australia wished that, but nothing had been 
done in the matter, and he did not know whether, 
under the agreement, the non·fortification of that 
port might leave .South Australia a loophole to 
creep out of any expense with regard to the 
other fortifications mentioned. He thought that 
would be a great pity, and he would like to know 
what had been done in the matter. 

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman would 
see by the Estimates that £800 wae Queensland's 
contribution in the matter of the King George's 
Souudfortification•, and it was on the basis of popu­
lation. West Australia contributed a.-quarter of 
the total cost, and the contributions of the other 
colonies were based on population. vVith regard 
to South Australia, he had already mentioned 
in the debate under the head of " Federal 
Garrisons" th:tt the proportion this colony had 
to pay through the failure of South Australia to 
contribute was .£5,292. The circumstances were 
these-

On the 30th September, 1892, a letter was recmved by 
tbe Premier t1·om the South Australian Government 
containing an estimate of the cost of the works at Port 
Darwin--
That was after the first agreement came into 
existence. 
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Mr. SMITH : After the conference. 
The PREMIER : After a later conference, 

where it "as agreed that all the colonies should 
contribute to.,ards the expenses connected with 
King George's Sound-
and confirming a statement convpyed in a telegram 
received previout::1y, to the efl'ect that that Government 
had agret d to recommend l'arliament to join with the 
other colonies in defraying the cost, on a population 
b:>~.sis. of giving effeCt to the pr0posnls for the deftnce 
of Thursday Island, llut on the understanding that, the 
proposals respecting King Georae's Sound and Port 
Darwin was similarly treated. o 

Mr. GLARSEY :That was laid down by South 
Australia. 

The PREMIER: Yes, that was their requeRt. 
Si~ Samuel Griffith. who was then Chief Secretary, 

replied to this communication, stating that Queensland 
was prepared to join with the other colonies in con­
tributing upon a population basis to the co.::;t of the 
Po1 t Darwin defences; and it does not appear that this 
colony ever departed from the agreement, nor does it 
seelll that the other colonies concerned refused to con­
tribute to the cost of the .l'urt Darwin defences. 
li'rom this it seemed to him that there were no 
reasonable grounds why South Australia should 
r~fuse to contribute towards the cost of the gar­
risons a~ Thurod>ty Island and King George's 
Sound, m the ab,ence of their own construction 
of works at Port Darwin. 

Mr. GLASSEY : That will be a debt against 
them under the federal arrangement. 

The PREMIER: Probably it would. The 
other col•mies of New South \Valeo, Victoria, 
and \Vest Australia were honourably joining in 
the expeme of provicling for the deficiency, as 
Queeneland had been the peymnoter. It st·emed 
to h_im an Pxtraordinary thing that South Aus­
tralia should have taken up such a position; but 
he thought Mr. Lyne, the Premier of New South 
Walee, w""s about to open up negotiations with 
South Australia, with a view of ascertainir•g 
what, reason, in addition to that already given, 
why that colony withheld her contribution. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON (Cook) quite agreed with 
the ho~. member for Bowen that our military 
expend1t11;re should be such as to place vur 
defen.ees .m a thoroughly satisfactory poRition. 
Cons1dermg the am .. unt expended in conn,ction 
wich coastal defence at Ttmrsdav Island and 
elsewhere, and the amount of exp;n"e connected 
with the various branches of the Defence Force 
inla.nd, they should have the very best man 
available as organiser at the head of onr m·ilitary 
forces. The present salary given was £700. 

Mr. GLASSEY: No, £900. 
Mr. J. HAMILTON t.honght that £1,000 a 

year was little Pnongh. The cheapest plan was 
to get a good officer, and £1,000 a year was not 
too much for a scientific man of high attJ.inments. 

Mr. GLARSEY.: He is really drawing £1,000 
a year. There 1s £200 for lod8ing and £100 for 
forage. 

Mr. J .. HA?ULT<:JN: His horses got that. 
They I aid chief <:ngmeers £1,500 a year, and 
they. could not expect togetamon of high scientific 
attamments w1thout a high salary. Since there 
was to be a change of C•·Inmandants, he hoped 
the Government would take steps .to ~scertain 
who were the best men available. In the first 
place they wanted a man who had seen service. 
The man who had seen service would be looked 
up to and trusted by our force if called upon to 
deftnd their c"untry. One of two men he would 
like very much to see as con,mandant, if it was 
possible to get either. One was Col ne] De 
Vmux. He was a really good man, and liked 
by officers and men. 

The PREMIER : He iH in Africa. 
Mr. J. HAMILTON : More power to him. 

He had only heard of that gentleman's military 

tactics beingonce unfa.vonrablycriticised, and that 
was by his little son of eight years of age. The 
colonel was surrounded in the fort., and a short 
distance from it a man set fire to a house, after 
which t.he colonel shot him from the fort. The 
little fellow said, "Dad die ought to have shotted 
him before he set fire tu the house." Then 
again there Wl1S Colonel Matthiu•, of the 75th 
Highlanders, a good organiser and a brave 
soldier, of whom he heard the other day a story 
told by a Gordon Highlander who had just left 
for the Transvaal. Two regiments had at­
tempted the Heig-hts of Dargai and been repulsed. 
Sir Wiiliam Lockhardt then sent instructions to 
Matthius that the 75th Highlanders must make 
the attempt--

The CHAIRMAN: I would remind the hon. 
gentleman that the vote for the Commandant's 
salary has been passed. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: They were di,cussing 
now the federal garrison, and the Premier 
referred to the report of the Commandant regard­
ing it. 

The CHAIR11AX : The hon. gentleman is 
discussing the s•lary of the Commandant, and 
that salary has been passed. 

Mr. ,T. HAMILTON: He would refrain frnm 
discussing the salary, and point out how desirable 
it wa; that they should have a commandant 
whose reports upon 'l'hursday Iela11d garrison 
would he thoroughly reliable. Possibly it might 
be de;irabiA to have an artillery officer. He 
thought he was in order in referring to Colonel 
Mattbius, as he was trying to show his efficiency 
for the post in connection with Thursday Island 
by the tale he was telling. The Colonel said to 
his men, "The General says the Gordon High­
landers must make the attempt-the Gordon 
Highlanders are going to take it." When he 
got up to the top of the hill to which be bad led 
hi" regiment he was quite ont of wind, and said 
to a soldier beside him, "Sergeant, I am quite 
done, I am ,;etting old." The sergeant replied, 
"\Veil, Colonel, you have done very well for au 
old man." The kind of man they wantEd was a 
nLm who wa< en 1·apport with his officers and 
men-an officer whom the men would love and 
re']Ject. For that rNtson be hoped when the 
Government were taking into consideraLion the 
appointment of a n~w commandant, they would 
take great care to get a man in whom the men 
had implicit confidence. 

Mr. GrvENS: Does the present Commandant 
not give satisfaction? 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: That was not the 
que.,tion. He had made no reference to him. 
They ,;hould adopt every means in their power 
to get a thoroughly good man for the position, 
especially as the increasing importance of this 
colony rendered it all the more necessary. 

The PREMIER: He went with the hon. 
member for C<•ok to the extent of saying that it 
was desirable, from time to time, to introduce as 
commandants men who had the latest acquaint­
ance with military tactics and organisation. 
It was no disparagement to any gentleman to 
say that being situated on this continent of peace 
he could not perhaps keep himself so well 
abreast of military organisation as he would do 
if he had taken part in some of GrEat Britain's 
little wars, and thus become fully aware 
of modern military organisation and equipment. 
He should be very sorry if his remarks 
or those of the hon. member for Cook 
should be construed into any disparagement of the 
gentleman at pre,ent holding the position of 
Commandant. He did not accept the hon. 
member's remarks in that light, and should 
resent them if he thoug-ht that had been intended, 
because he was sure that General Gunter had 
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done all in his power to put the Queensland 
Defence J!'orce in a thoroughly sound condition, 
and when he left he would leave the force in a 
much better position than that in which he 
found it. Tnat was hi~ full belief, and he 
believed Gener:tl Gunter was desirous of doing 
the fullest justice to the colony. Still, as his 
time was expiring, he had told him that it was 
desirable in the interests of the colony that they 
should have as Commandant a gentleman 
who had been more lately in touch with 
military affairs. He had accepted General 
Gunter's intimation that he desired to relin 
quish the position, which he would do according 
to his agreement within three months of the 
expiration of that agreement. The Government 
had been in negotiation through the War Office 
for the purpose of obtaiuiug- the services of an 
officer of high military distinction, and one who 
would comply with the conditions set forth by 
the ·h<m. member for Cook ; but since the war in 
the Transvaal negotiations seemed to have been 
suspended, and he wa8 afraid that at present it 
would be somewhat difficult to get a fir,t-class 
ofHcer, owing to the sad havoc that had been 
wrought amongst offic8rs serving in the Trans­
v;;,al, and to the opportunitie~ for active service 
which were now presenting themselves. He could 
as•ure the hon. gentleman that the Government 
would endeavour to get the be,t officer available 
for the pos;tion. The Defence Force was expand­
ing now to such dimensions that it ~hould be 
governed by a thoroughly competent officer, up 
to date in all military organi"aLiun and tactic". 
If it was nec,;ssary to increase the bclary of the 
Commandant, he f<>r one would have no hesitation 
in doing so. Up to the preseut there had been no 
demur as to the salary, however, and be didnJ.Ot 
think that any increase would be asked. He 
could assure the Committee that whoever might 
be Comnunr!ant, he would be a man of good 
military reputation, if possible a Royal Artillery 
officer, and one who had seen service in some of 
the recent wars of the .b;mpire. 

Mr. GLASSEY did not think the hon. mem­
ber for Cook had intended to make any reflec'ion 
upon the present Commandant, although some of 
his remarks might bl<lr that inference. 

The PREi\IIER : I do not think so, ur I should 
have resented it. 

Mr. GLASSJ<~Y was not in a position to 
express an opinion as to the ability of the present 
Commandant. It required someone like the 
Premier-who came in contact with the Com­
mandant, and was in a position to review his 
work--of course only from the point of view of a 
layman-to express such an opinion. But from 
all he had heard, the Commandant had done 
excellent wmk. The force was efficient, and, 
seeing that the Commandant was about to take 
his departure, be would be vety son-y 1 f any re­
marks were made in t!-.at Chamber which in any 
way ref!,•cted upon his ability. With regard to the 
gentleman who" as to be appointed to nil Major­
General Gunter's place, while he v. ;ts anxious that 
the military aibirs of the colony should be kept 
as efficient as possible-and that could only be 
done by having first-cla,s, up-to·date men in 
command-,etill it would be as well at the present 
moment to pause, seeing that in a short time 
they anticipated there would be federal action 
taken in reference to defence. He presumed 
they would get the most capable man they could 
to take general command, and it would be for 
him to select his subordinates, and locate them 
in the several colonies. It would therefore be 
unwi;e for Queensland tn attempt to deal single­
handed with the question at present. They 
should certainly make the defences of places like 
Thursday Island as effective as possible, and they 
should be provided with the b~st possible weapons. 
In the report from which the Premier had quoted, 

some reference was made to the discovery of some 
new passages in the vicinity of Thursday Island 
a little while ago. If the rumour was true, ~hose 
passages would render the fortifications and 
garrison at Thursday Island quite useless. He 
did not quite gather trom the report whether 
there was any tangible foundation for the rumour, 
and he hoped the Premier would be able to 
enlighten the Committee, becau..'e it was a mat­
ter of some importance. 

Mr. GIVENS: There are plenty of open passages 
there. 

Mr. GLASSEY: TJ-en those passages should 
be guarded in the most effective manner. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: It is only the Japs who 
say that .. 

The PREMIJ!~R: The question of the dis­
covery of new passages bad been raised by some 
hon. member on J!'riday evening last, but he had 
not been able to discover whether there was any 
foundation for the rumour. He had referr,·d to 
the Port Office, but he could get no information 
with reg.ud to passL~ges leading into Thursday 
Island Harb,,ur, He did not know about the 
straits. The straits were a wide expanse, and, 
of course, Thursday Island did not contr<?l them 
by any means in the same way that G1braltar 
controlled the entrance to the Mediterranean 
Se;1. The Commandant's report referre~ to 
what had been said in the Committee on Fr1day 
evening-

'I'here appears to be some uncertainty amon~ hon. 
members of the Legislative Assembly on the subJeCt of 
tlJ.u object in occupymg and t'ortifyiug Thursday 
Island. .Frequently statements al'e made that '-'m;ne 
new )Jassag;e ha"' been discovered through the Barr1er 
Reef or among the islands, which will render all our 
prrparations useless and nullify the power o_f ~he 
island as a fortress for the protection of onr sh1pp1ng 
trude. 
Thursday Island was simt,Jy fortified to protect 
the barbour as a coaling station, and was not 
intended to act as a key to Torres Strait. 

Mr. L ESIN A ( Gle~·rrwnt): He referred to this 
matter on Friday evening·. After the vi,i~ of 
the Mining Commission to Thursday Islana he 
interviewed 1\lr. Dawson with respect to his trip 
and his impressions of Thuroday Island. Speak­
ing of Thursday Island, the hon. member said that 
it was common talk among the Japanese store­
keepers-who had practical control of the 
island-that the Japanese had discovered a new 
pas~age through the straits, w hi eh would !lot 
bring a Japanese war vessel within thirty tmles 
of the Isbnd. He merely gave the statement 
for wh,··.t it was worth, bnt if it was true, the 
discovery would enable a Japanese fleet to come 
through passages now unknown to the militar;y 
authorities. and the e><penditure upon the fortifi­
cation ot the island would be practically wasted, 
although the Premier said it wa< fortified for thP. 
protection of the harbour. ·whether it was true 
or not, the matter bad been talked about among 
the people who had practical control of the 
l;;land. He certainly looked to the Government 
to m><ke some searching inquiries. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON : Some time ago a 
machine rest had been purchased for the pur­
pose of testing the shooting of rifles. He would 
like to ask the Premier why it was not used? 

The PREMIER understood that the machine 
rest had been purchased, but had not been used 
so br becau,e it required a solid concrete founda­
tion anrl until it had that it was inadvisable to 
use lt. He believed the reason it had not been 
placed in a more permanent situation was owing 
to the ab,ence of fund~; but it was intended 
this year that a permanent place should be pro­
vided for it. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON said that the machine rest 
had been pnt un the ground. T~e Quee!'land 
military authorities had stated to h1m that 1t was 
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utterly useless, and that they could make better 
shooting off the sandbag rest. This arose from 
the fact that they had simply dumperl it on the 
ground, and then shot from it; and they were 
actually unaware until he informed them that 
they were not doing the machine justice, and 
that it had to screwed on to logs bedded in 
concreLe. They had paid a big price for it. It 
should be put down in a proper place. It ought 
to have been down long ag-o, and he hoped it 
w0uld be made use of as soon as possible. 

Question put and passed. 

MARINE ~'ORCE. 

The PREMIER (Hon. J. R. Dickson, 
Bulirnba) moved tbat £16,389 be 

[ 4 ·so p. m.] granted for the J\,lnrine J!'orce of 
Queensland. The increase in the 

vote represented the comparativel.r small sum of 
£1,728. The staff •ala riPs were increased by 
£o46. The s.clary of Acting Naval Commandant 
C<IJtain \V. Drake wa' increased from £400 to 
£500; Staff Paymaster E. V. Pollock, £250 to 
£300. Those incrPa,·es were paid from contin­
gencies last year in the shape of an entertain­
ment allowance granter] owing to the recom­
missioning of the "G,;yundah." There wa.s an 
increase to the staff surgeon, Dr. Kebbell, from 
£50 to £75. The salary pairl to this ofticer was 
originaliy at the r>tte of £1(10 per annum, but 
was reduced to £j0 when the· gunboats were 
out of commission. The clt>rk, G. L. Macnndie, 
was increas. d from £90 to £100; chief torpedo 
gunner and storeke per, \V. B. Mil''"• frnm £200 
to £225, this increa e being on account of special 
work in connection with torpedo c'asse•. The 
amount for drill instructor;; was increased from 
£560 to £990. One instructor at Cairns was 
increMed from £100 to £180, being promoted 
from cLss B to class A, iu consequenc;e of an 

. ilwrea··e in the Cairns Naval Corps; there was 
pro,·ision for an additional instructor at Ruck­
hampton, £150; also for a relieving instructor at 
£150 ; onA in.structor ac l\faryborough was 
increased from £100 to £150, being promoted 
horn class B to class A, ar.d there was an 
inci•,ase from £30 to £313 for a me<senger. 
He did not think the moderace increase in this 
very popular vote would he objected to. It was 
a fmce which he would like to see considerably 
increaserl, but he had not had tillJe this year to 
devote his attenti"n as he would have liked to 
the question. The fact of the matter w,,s that 
the Naval Commandant had at all times shown 
a great spirit of self. abnegation. He had twice 
stated that he thought the control of the force 
should now devolve upon a man more thoroughly 
in touch with recent naval developments in the 
Royal Navy, and it had been maiterof considera­
tion as to who "hould be appointed. He was sure 
hon. members anJ the country reco~nised that 
Captain Drake had done excellent service. He 
had kept the force well in htmd ; even with the 
very small rr.eans at his command he had brought 
it to a position which was high'y creditable, 
and his retirement would be regarded with 
r<>gret; at the same time he recogniced the 
necessity of a pro!Jer reorganisation, which could 
not be brought about without having a nnm more 
in touch with the requirements of a naval force 
at the present day. He might say, as was well 
referred to by thA hon. member for Bundaberg 
recently, that it was a questi.m whether the 
reorganisation of the force might not be deferred 
till after federation, when the whole thing 
would devolve upon a central executive; there­
fore he had nut brought the matter forward in a 
different sliape from that in which it aJ•peared 
last year. He did not think the Cnnnnit.tee 
would object to such a small increase, wl.ich he 
trusted would maintain the force in efficiency 
until it was absorbed by the federal authorities. 

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon) thought hon. mem 
l:ers would agreB with the Premier as to the 
comparatively small increase. Though the hon. 
gentleman said it was on acconnt of the near 
approach of federation that he had made no 
alteration in this branch o£ the Defence Force, a 
great alteration had been made in the land force. 
He had not a word to ,ay agaimt the land force, 
but he had urged year after year 1 hat the naval 
force &h,.uld be the first line of defence in a 
colony with such a coast line as ours. The 
increase this year fnr the land force was £31,000, 
while the increa3e for the naval force amounted 
tn the comparatively modest snm of £1,728. In 
view of the complications in South Africa they 
should consider what they were going to do in 
the even'. of these colonies being aesailEd. They 
saw by the wires to-day that, despite the rather 
disa,trous calamities that had overtaken the 
ot.ber force< at La'ly"mith, a handful of blue­
jackets hn.d been the sah ation of that city and 
the army there. Time after time it had been 
pointed nut that the first line of defence in this 
colony should be naval brigades along the 
coast. If any attempt was made on these 
colonies it would not be by an army going 
to the interior, but by a naval force at.Lacking 
our con1merce and our towns along tl!e c >ast. 
There h,;d recen• ly been a conference of naval 
officers held in Melbourne to discuss the whole 
question of naval defence from the federal point 
oi view, but the conclnsions at which they 
arrived and the statements made were more 
aJ .. plieable to Quet•n,land than to any of the 
other colonies. The report was signed by 
J?ranci.s Hixsnn, caTJtain, commanding New 
South Wales Naval J!'orces, president; \V. R. 
Cre~well, C11ptain, naval commandant, South Aus­
tra!ta ; Robert Collins, captein, Secretary for 
Defence, Victori"; Walton Drake, commander, 
act.ing naval commandant, QueenKland; and J!'. 
Tickell, commander Victorian naval forCPS. 
The statements and conclnsious referred to in 
the report of the conference were in confirmation 
of the statemeuts made year after year in that 
House by himself ar,d otl.er t.on. members on 
that vote. They had referred to the large pro­
portion of the population not of (.lueensland 
alone, but of the whole of Australia, that con­
sisted of seafaring n.eu, atJd to tbe splendid 
shirping now running along their coast, and they 
had pointed out that there they had thf' nucleus 
of a first-rate marine force. The rep01t of the 
conference of naval offcers was in direct confir­
mation of that contPntion. They rec.munended 
the formation of a large naval force, and they 
said--

There exists already a valuable nur.lens of trained 
mt~n, and from an examination of the returns of the 
sea-going and fishing population, the conferenee con­
sider that under effect1ve organisation a reserve force 
of 3,000 men could be raised in time ot need. 

Further on they said-
The ahility of the naval establishments in the Aus­

tr.-Llian colonies to raise and train naval force~ has long 
been proved, as shown by the reports of the Admirals 
commanders~in~chiel on the station. 

He had referred to tbe same thing on one 
occaoion in that HmlRe. They were paying 
sumetbing like £14,000 as their contribution tu 
the subsidy paid to the Australian squadron 
this year, and it had been suggestt'd by men 
like himself, whn did not profess to he experts, 
that it would be a far better plan for them to 
train men to man those ships instead of paying 
money to fetch men out from the old country to 
man them. The report he had referred to 
showed that that had been pointed out at the 
Premier's conference in London in 1897, presided 
over by the Right Hon. JusejJh Chamberlain, 
when it was proposed by the Right Hon. C. C. 
Kingston, Premier of South Australia, to sub-
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stitute a fo~ce of trained men for the payment 
in money nnw made for the maintenance of the 
auxiliary squadron. Thf' conference also said 
that that principle received some support in a 
letter received by the conference from Lord 
Brassey. That had been the contention here all 
along, and it was now confirmed by the opinion 
of the experts present at that conference. The 
report further stated that-

When the auxiliary squadron was first established by 
ag-reement between the colonies and the Admiralty. it 
was generally understc.od, in Aui:-itralia at }Ul.f rate, 
that the ships would form a means of drilling and 
training Australian seamen. 

This expectation has never been realised the vessels 
in reserve having always been laid np in Sydney, and 
no attempt has been made to utilise them for the 
benefit of the local navnl force. 
It was further pointed out-

It has been the itJvariable policy of the motherland 
to encourHge all her colonies and dependencies in self­
defence-i.e., to encourage the organising ''f fm•f'es 
suited to meet and to resist the particular danger to 
which they are exposed. The Cape, Canada, and lndia 
are all cases in point-all have land fronti0rs requiring 
military deff~ncp, 

Australia h:1ving no military frontier requires for her 
defence a sea or naval force. 
That was what anyone with common sense could 
see,. and the conference ended ·up their repol't by 
saying-

Every con~id~.:ration both of defenC'e and our po~ition 
of influpnce, "'hich will be that, of the H new power in 
tlle Pacific,'' demands from those responsible for the 
organisation of federal defence the reco"'nition of tlle 
primary impm:tance of naval ttefence for Australia. 

Those words were applicable to all the colonies 
at the pre~ent time, anrl especially applicable us 
things were looking just now. Appended to the 
report wa<a. letterfrom Lord Bras,ey, who from his 
official connection with the Adm.iralty and the 
great interest he had alway-s takt>n ·in naval 
matters, wa.s an acknowledged authoritv on the 
subject. He thoroughly endorsed all those 
gentlt:men at that conference said as to the 
neceRsity for raioing a naval defence force, and 
speaking of forming the force he said-

In lieu of service in the fleet, it might be considered 
sufficient to put in drills afloat in colonial-armed 
vessel,;;, such as the "Cerberus" and "Protector," 01 on 
board one or the ships not in commission in the Sydney 
Harbour. 

He might say they had takf·n one liLtle step in 
that direction last sessi•m in putting the 
"Gayundah" into commission, and on that he 
congratulated the Government. It might be 
considered only a small mattpr, !Jut it at any rate 
gave their men some little opportunity of being 
trained. Lord Brassey in his letter went on to 
say-

In this eonnectinn it may be urged that if service in 
the Colonial ~aval Reserve is made attractive, we 
should be able to rai-.e men frmn a comparatively 
Aducated cla:-s rl'he steamers in the coasting trade of 
Australia. are manned by crew!:i of exceptional qualifi­
cations. 
Tho>e were the very words which had been used 
year after year in that Hons<-', and those were 
wnne of the reasons wby he thought they should 
spend a great deal more upon the naval Lranch 
of their Defence :Force. That force had been 
starved all the time, while there bad been 
immense increases in the vote fur the Land 
Defence Force. He wa.s prepared to give 
that branch all credit for what they did, 
but without casting any reflection upon them 
they could only be considered the second line of 
their defence. There was one little matter 
upon which the Premier might give them 
some information. Prior to 1893 all branches 
of the Defence Force had sixteen days' 
drill for which they got paid during the year. 
On account of the depre8sion in 1893 that 
had been cut down to twelve days. Since 

then, as things were looking brighter, the 
Land Defence Force bad again been given sixteen 
days' drill, for which they are paid, b~t t?e ~aval 
Bt'igade had still only twelve days dr1ll 111 the 
year for which they were paid. Re thought they 
should be put on the same footing in that respect 
with the L;nd Defence :Force. The Premier had 
said that the Eederal Government would most 
likely shortly take the mcttter of naval defence 
in hand, and he hoped those who would represent 
Queens!.tnd would urge that the naval force­
being the primary defence of the colonies-sh~mld 
be put on the footil:g it ought to occupy m a 
country like this. 

The PRE:iYIIER: He would answer the last 
rmnarks of the hon. member first. Though the 
Naval Defence Force only got twelve days' pay 
they also got deferred pay uuder the old system, 
which reaily gave them more than theoixteen clays' 
P'1Y received by the Land Defence Force. He 
ditt not know why the system for each should 
not be assimilated as he thought they should be, 
hut it wouH be a satisfaction to hon. members 
to ],now that the members of the Naval 
Defence :Force were not worse tre<1tecl than 
their brethren of the Land Defence Force. 
The remarks of the hon. gentleman with r·egard 
to the availability or vapabiliLy of their seaman, 
he quite agreed with, and he might say that the 
c•mference to which he referred, and whose 
report he read, was based on the view of thc·se 
men manning the auxiliary "quaclron-not the 
officers, he believed, hut merely the men-and no 
doubt they would be very excellent material for 
t h~ purpose. Of course it took up time to effect a 
chang,:·; but Lord Braesey, who bad taken very 
grectt intPre.t in this matter, had been collecting 
statistics as to the number of seamen available 
on the coast nf Australia in the different States, 
and he dJred say that would be the basis on 
which something would be done under federation. 
In the meantime their own boats bad not been 
idle. As hon. gemleman would see from the 
report of the Colllmandant, the '' Paluma" had 
been in Ci)fiHniBsinn during the year. 

Mr. BrwwNE : And done good work. 

The PREMIER: He quite recognised that; 
she had done. very excellent work. She had been 
in Brisbane and visited Townsville, Hockhamp­
ton, Maryborough, and Cairns, and had been 
employed in training at those places; so the 
spirit of her nautical vocation had been kept 
alive well by the Naval Commandant. As he 
had alreacly stated, when they came to deal with 
the naval defence of this great island continent 
it would be a very large thing. There was no 
questi .. n about it, that the Federal Executive, 
looking at the large extent of the eoast line they 
lBcl tu control and protect, would have to 
frame very much larger estimates than the 
isolated States had been doing up ttll the 
present. He merely looked upon their de­
fence aB port defence, not as coast defence 
in the sense of the word, or say that they were 
up to date. Although they amwered the pur­
pose of training ships, they could not consider 
the "Gayundah" or "Paluma" ve,sels of 
such power as would justify them in reposing 
their entire confid<\lCe in them as protectors in 
case of war with a maritime enemy. He believed 
that in the large ports of Australia the character 
of the population was such-for their buys were 
really amphibious; they took to the water as 
well as to the land-that tbere should be a large 
m'~rine force established in time in coastal 
Australia; and when they had proper training, 
as he trusted they would receive, they would 
form the nucleus of a very useful force in the 
early future. The Government here had been in 
correspondence with the Admiral, to see if ~>< 
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training vessel could not be obtained for Bris­
bane, so as to educate some of their boys, not 
only to the sea, but to the discipline on board a 
warship. 

Mr. GLASSEY: ·what is the result of the cor· 
respondence ? 

The PRE~UER: He did not think a vessel 
was available yet. 

Mr. LESINA: That system was condemned 
in all the other colonies, except New South 
·wales. 

The PREMIER: Very competent authorities 
seemed to t.hink it would furnish a very excellent 
nucleus. He thought it would be admitted that 
a boy trained and disciplined was a very useful 
member of the commuuity, even if he had to 
pursue his vocation on land. Of all classes of 
men, sailors were the most handy in a general 
sense. Nothing seemed to come ami's to them, 
and the inculcation of habits of discipline and 
ob,edience tended to form good moral character 
as well as give physical tmining. ·with regard 
to increasing expenditure in this branch, it 
would be better to await the action of the 
Federal Government, when the whole of Aus­
tralia woald see, not only that the proper force 
was provided, but that the ship which would 
employ such force was also provider]. When 
they went intc the expense of warship,, as the 
hon. gentlem»n well knew, it ><ould mean a very 
he:1vy expenditure, and it would be vLry unv.ise, 
he thought, for Qneen,]and to do it for on<" year, 
seeing that the Federal Ex"cuti ve would be 
appointed to deal with it. 

Mr. TURLEY: There has been trouule with the 
officers. Can you give us any information 'I 

Mr. GIVENS ( Cai?·ns) was glad to see that the 
Premier was fully aroused as to the importance 
of naval defence; but it ee£•med that, although he 
was fully aroused as to the importance of the naval 
branch of the Defence Force, it was very niggardly 
treated as compared with the land fnrce. The 
total sum set rlown for it was only .£17,389, which 
was less than the total inurease set d<m n for the 
land force•. Apart from what was set down for 
the purpose of the federal garrison and the 
expenditure from loan fund. the increase for the 
land force was .£17,754. He thought the Com­
mittee must come to the conclusion that when 
the naval branch was )Jrovided for in that 
niggardly fashion, they were Rim ply starving it 
and depriving it of any nsefulne"s whatever. As 
had been pointed out by the hon. member for 
Croydon, the experie,ce of experts and the ab]e,t 
military authorities, whether on this continent 
or elsewhere, went to prove that it was the 
most efficient branch of the defence from any 
point of viPw. :Further, it wasthemo·tefficient 
garrison they could have, because not only were 
they competent to m>tn a battery or a fort, but 
more competent, because being trained to take 
effective m<'asures for defence at "ea. The land 
force coukl not do anything of that kind ; they 
were only trained to act on land. Th" m:nine 
force could act both on land and sea, and, a>: had 
been pointed out by the hon. member for Croydon, 
they were doing most eificient service already in 
South Africa. Considering t.h,e strength of the 
argument that had been continuously br,ught 
forward in the House in favour of the marine 
branch, it was a shame for the Government to 
starve it in the way they were doing. £17,000 
was very little indeed to maintain an effi­
cient naval defence, having regard to the 
colony's long coast line. The navul brigades in 
most of the towns of the cr>lony were 
the most creditable forces they had in t!JB whole 
of the Defence J<'orce. He h:{d se·'n them drill­
ir>g in Rockhampton, Townsville, Cairns, and 
elsewhere, and everybody he had found corn-

petent to express an opinion said they were the 
m•1st creditable, not only to the force but to the 
colony as a whole, and the pity was that there 
was not a large number of them. How could 
they have a large number of them when they had 
not the necessary funds tn maintain them? They 
got very little. They gave their services nearly 
free; they gave a large portion of their time to 
drill; they entered into the spirit ofthe thing with 
the greatest heartiness; and that spirit should be 
encouraged. As had been pointed out by the 
hon. member for Croydon, it must be evident to 
PVen the most casual observer that, situated as 
Queensland was, they could not be attacked by 
land-that if ever they were attacked, and had 
to repel an aggressor, it would be by sea. 

J<'or that reason, the marine branch 
[5 p.m.] of the defence force must be our 

first line of defence in order to keep 
any enemy from landing on our shores. He 
thought the position should be reversed; that 
instead of spending about .£100, 000 on the land 
force, they should spend that sum on the marine 
force, and the smaller amount on the land forces. 
If the Premier came down with a liberal policy 
towards this marine force, he would meet with 
the hearty support of the Committee. If 
there was to be any increase, n should be towards 
making the marine force more efficient rather 
than making the land force more efficient. 

Mr. JACKSON (Kennedy) would have been 
very glad to see the increase for naval defence 
larger this year than thP. previous year. The 
increase last year over 1897 was about .£5,000, 
and the increase this year was certainly very 
small. There did not appear to be any difficulty 
according- to th<> Commandant in the matter of 
increasing the naval force. He said in his last 
report: "No difficulty has been experienced in 
increasing the establishment." It was evidently 
only a question of funds. As had been pointed 
out by hon. members who had spoken, the 
experiences in the South African war recent.Iy 
showed that they ought to do everything in their 
power to increase the naval force, as it was the 
first line of defence of the colony. Hon. mem­
bers woul<l h'1ve noticed a cablegr.un in that 
morning's Conrie1· stating that privateers 
were being fitted out in connection with the 
South African difficulty; and although it did 
not state that tbe,e pnvateers were likely to 
come down on the Au"tralian coast, yet they 
might get a cablegram in a day or two, stating 
this. They ought, therefore, to take some steps 
to make this br.mch as efficient as possible. He 
did not take exception to the increase of .£100 
in the salary of the Naval Commandant, although 
he thought it rather singul .r that this increase 
should be given, when that officer admitted his 
incompetency--for that was what it amounted 
to--when he said that someone else more com­
petent should be placed at the head of theN aval 
Defence Force. The gentlemen at the head 
of both branches should be paid high salaries, 
hec'mse he had come to the conclusion since the 
war in South Africa that more depm.decl on 
the officers than on the men. \Vt,ile he did 
not want to disparage the men in any way, it 
seemed to him that more depended on the gene· 
rals and officers, on thPir intelligence and 
scientific knowledge-both in the army and navy 
-especially when the present scientific weapons 
wNe being used, than on the rank and file. He 
would like the Premier t0 tell him what system 
wa• adopted in promo~.ing the rank and file to 
the rank of petty officers, when any vacancy 
occurred? He believed th 1t there was a feeling 
of some dissatisfaction amon~st some nf the men 
in this respect: that they were not told when 
there was any vacancy, and they thought that 
there was some favouritism shown in Je!ecting 
the men· to fill the positions of petty officers; 
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What Was the system adopted, or was the mat­
ter left to the diRcrimination of the officers to 
select men from the rank and file? 

The PREYliER: He had been informed that 
when any vacancy of this sort occurred an 
examination was held, and the man gettin~ the 
highest marks was promoted accordingly. There 
was no such thing as the c,,mmandalit himself 
seledin~ the men. 

Mr. JACKSON: Do I understand the man who 
gets the highest mflrk' obtflins promotion? 

The PREMIER: Yes. That man was pro­
moted to any vacancy open-he got the chance 
of promotion. He would like to con'radict the 
statement of the boo. memb8r for Cairns, that 
the marine force had been starved. It had not 
been st,rveo, because the na vct! vote had not 
been cut down one shi!iing. The Commando•nt 
had asked for this amount, and had he a'ked for 
more it would have meant the renrganis<ttion of 
the whole service. He was carrying on under 
the same conditions as last year, and the only 
chan~e that could take place wonlcl be after the 
appointment of the new Commandant, or on there 
being a consolidation of the Australian forces. 
With reference to the resignation' of certain naval 
officers, he might e~plain that four of these 
officers were old members of the Marine Force, 
and had sho .vn a. great amount of zeal in main­
taining that force in the days of depression. 
They st.uck to their posts with great enthusiasm, 
and did very good service, and he was very sorry 
that they had occasion to tender their cummis­
sior,s. It arose in this way : Alter they had 
attained their promotions as lieutenants, they 
got their commissions under the old form, under 
which they got certificates of competency, 
although they had never been at sea. Theoreti­
cally thev might be good boatmen or seamen, 
but they had never been at sea in command of 
an ocean-going vessel. \Vhen the "Gayundah" 
was commissioned for the bay, the Commandnnt 
felt tlwt, although they had got th, ir commi.'­
sions, they were not the men to take command 
of a sea.going vessel, owing t.o their want of 
naulical experienc8. Accordingly an officer who 
had the certific,>te of seamanship was put 
in command of the ves<el, and it appeared that 
this gave offence to these gentlemen, and they 
accordingly tendered their <·ommis,ions, "hich 
they thuu.,ht gave them that position. There 
were some other matters connected with parade, 
but he would not refer to them now, as that 
W•mld only confuse the issue. He was extremely 
sorry that these officers thought fit to tender 
their commissions back ; bnt he also recognised 
the force of the view held b;1 the Commandant, 
that men entrusted with sea going vessels should 
have had some sea.going experience. To satisfy 
these officer•, the matter wa' placed before His 
Excellency the Admiral, and he was in favour of 
these officers, who had obtainerl their commis­
sions, in which they were considered naval and 
executive officers, that such work should be per­
formed by them, but, at the same time, he 
thought it would be extremely unwise for 
men not having any seaman's experience to 
be placed in command of any sea.going vessel. 
They were to take the position after permanent 
officers of the same rank. Upon receipt of the 
Admiral's decision th<'Y were therefore requested 
to reconsider their resignations, and it wa.;:; dis­
tinctly pointed out that their commissions would 
be returned to them, b'lt that they must not 
expe0t to be entrusted with the char~?;e of sPa­
going ships except in cases of emergency. That 
was to say, if a ves"el was sent to sea with a 
superior officer holding a commission and any­
thing happened to him the command would 
only then devolve upon them. The officers 
appeared to have been satisfied with the 
.position, apd jt was i~ pontemphttion, jq 

order to prevent fntnre mi"conception, to 
amend the regulations so that officers receiving 
commissions as lieutenants unrlershnilar circnrh­
stances would have no right to take command of 
sea-going vessels nnles, unner the circumstances 
he mentioned. He was pleased that the little 
trouble had been got over without the loss of 
those men to the service. but at the same time 
he thought the Commandant was perfectly 
justified in pointing out what seemed an anonHtly, 
that men who were only efficient so far as their 
land duties were concerned should be entrusted 
with valuable ~ea·going ships when they were 
not in possession of certific,1tes of seamanship. 

::Yir. ANNEAR (11:faryborour1h): He was glad 
the discU<·Sion had been rai,ed, because he was 
sure not only the Committee but the public 
outside were very anxious to know what deter­
mination the Government had come to with 
regard to the resignations of those officers. He 
might say that not one of the officers had ever 
waited upon him or requested that he should put 
to the Premier the questions that he asked a few 
weeks ago, but he had been informed that the 
acting Naval Commandant had informed the 
officers in question that their status in the 
:Marine Defence Ji'orce was of no more account 
or of any higher standing than the status 
of the cabin boy on board the "Gayundah." 
Such being 1 he case, how could those men 
with any degree of Sf'lf-respect continue to occuvy 
.:-:uch a position ? He was very Aorry he was n~ot 
present when the Premier intwduced the vote, 
but he was present when the hon. gentleman re­
ferred to the Commandant of the lwcl forces. 
He said then that it was the intention of the 
Government to get the be,,t qualified officer 
po"sible to t.akecharge oftheLand Defence :Force. 

Mr. GLASSEY: He did not say so. 
Mr. AN::-JEAR: He would a'k the hon. 

gentleman whether it was his intention to get a 
thoroughly qualified man from the British Navy 
to ta.ke charge of the Marine Defence Force of 
the colony? It had been urged before that it 
would be impus,ible to get a cumpetent man for 
the sabry that was paid. 

Mr. GLASSEY: So it wonhl. 
Mr. ANNEAR: He did not think so. The 

hon. member: would not m•ke that statement if 
he knew the pay which officeL; in tbe Brilish 
navy received. The Acting Naval Commandant 
was a lieutenant in the Brili'h na•7, and re­
signed in 1874, and at that time his •etlary was 
.£200 a year. A gentleman holding the rank of 
commander in the navy would be !ully qualified 
to take charge of the Marine Defence Force of 
the colony; what was he paid? According to 
Whittaker's Alm~nnc for 1899, be found that a 
commander in the British navy receiv"d .£3()5 
per annum without any extra" whatever, and a 
sktlf commander receivPd from £219 to £401 per 
annum, with no allnwances. He wiehed to s 'Y 
that he had no ill· will towards the Acting Naval 
Commandant, but that gentleman admitted 
himself that he was not up to date, and 
he thought he was paid very fairly at pr<'"ent. 
He was drawing .£6.!5 per annum; £400 as 
salary ; rent &!lowance, £100; rat;on allowance, 
.£45; and entertainin!l" allowancE' £100. He 
trusted the Premier would take the matter he 
mentioned into considera~ion, bec·mse he believed 
that there should be a thoroughly competent 
officer at the head of the force. He believed 
that, had a little more discretion hePn shown by 
the Acting Naval Commandant, those officers 
would not have sent in their resignations; and, 
on the whole, they had net been well treated. 
He had a ea .e in his mind of a gentleman resid­
ing in the town of M··ryborough. It was a case 
known as "The Dreyfus Case" in that town, 
because the man had bFen sent cut nf the 
service wit)lopt rhym\l or reason by the Actin&" 
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Naval Commandant. He thought that gentle­
man had not been fairly dealt with, and that the 
Brisbane officers had not received fair play. He 
wonld ask if those gentlemen had withdrawn 
their re signa tinns and rejoined the service? 

HoN. E. B. FORREST (Brisbane Kurth) felt 
more interested in the dec'sion of the Admiral as 
regarded the officers who had resigned than he 
did in the resignation of the officers themselves. 
If one could believe what he was told, the 
Admiral's decision meant that a man who had 
never been to sea, and knew nothing whatever 
about seaman8hip, was qualified to take com­
mand of a ship. He never heard of such a thing 
in his life. That appeared a favourah!d oppor­
tunity to ask the Premier if he h<~d any objection 
to laying all the pRpers on the tahle of the House 
in reference to that matter. He sh<mld lil<e 
to know what case "as subrr.itted to the 
Admiral, because it was inconceivable that a man 
occupying tbe position of admiral in the British 
nayy could have gh·en a decision that would go 
the length of saying that a person under any 
circumstA,nces ·whatever who had not the 
qualificatiun of seamanship shonld have charge 
of a ship. He thought it would be to the 
ad vantage of the servrce, and possibly to the 
advantage of the Admiral-though probably he 
did not care what they might think of him-to 
have it known what were the grounds upon 
which his decision was based, and in point of 
fact what case was placed before him. 

The PREMIER wou'd be very pleased to lay 
the papers on the table of tbe House. The 
Admiral had replied seriatim to tl:>e questions 
addressed to th" Naval Commandant by Lieu­
tenant Weatherill- one of the gentlemen who 
had resigned. Up to the present two out of the 
four gentlemen who had resigned had withdrawn 
their resignations, so that they appeared qmte 
content with the decisir>n of the ,\.dmiral, and 
also with the action the Government intended to 
take. The hon. member for l'vfitryborough was 
not pre<ent when he informed the Committee 
that in the meantime the Government wer•, con­
sidering whn should •ucceed Cv.ptain Drake. He 
agreed with the hon. member for Bundaberg 
that they would not get a first-class officer at 
anything like the remunera•ion which wag paid 
to the present Commandant, because although 
the Ralary quoted by the hon. member for 
Maryborongh might be greater than his pay 
in the Imperial service, there <~as his 
seniority to be considered - "" any officer 
would lose his seniorit.y in tbe Imperial service 
by accepting the post-and in addrtion to that 
there were other emoluments which considerably 
increa•ed the pay. It was inadviB>· ble to inter­
fere much with the marine force, as no doubt the 
]federal Parliament would deal with the whole 
quesl.ion of defence as soon as it was constituted. 
It would, therefore, b<> unnecessary for Queens­
land to import a highly-paid officer for twelve 
months. They would have to reorganise the 
whole service, and he mid that with no wiHh to 
disparage Captain Drake's work. \Vith the 
means placed at his di.<posal he had done excel­
lent work for the colony, and he had the courage 
tn say that he considered it would be better for 
the colony to get a man who was thoroughly 
up-t.o-dat.e. That showed that he g:we first place 
to the interests of the colony. Under the cir­
cnmstancee, it would be better to wait ano1;her 
year, at ><ny rate, and see what action was likely 
to be tPken by the fecleral authorities. 

Mr. J ACKSON: In reference to the questi<,n 
he asked a few minutes ago, he qnite understood 
that before the men were promoted to the position 
of petty officers they had to undergo an examina· 
tion; but he wanted to know tt.e system of 
selecting the men who went up for the examina­
tion. 

The PREMIER: The system was that any 
man w:<s at liberty t0 go np for the examination, 
aqd the most meritorious men were promoted to 
fill the vnc:tneies. 

Mr. LESI~A: It was perfectly true th•t the 
incre ,,e in that vote was not as great as the 
increo,se in the land force, but what concerned 
him most was the awfully low wages that were 
paid to able seamen on board the " Gayundah." 
They were much le>s than were prtid by private 
shipowners, and the Uo\·ernrnent were setting a 
very h:;d example by paying ordinary seamen 
only £5 a month. Anyone would think they 
were lascar.s, and yet they were the first line of 
defence. 

Mr. GLASSJ,cY : Do they not get food as well ? 
Mr. L~~SINA supposed they did, but in any 

case the wages were awfully low. 
The TREASURER: They are jnst the same as 

on the coastal steamers. They do not carry 
t1rdinary SPamen now. 

Mr. LESINA: The Government should set a 
decent example to private employers by pa,ying 
a fair living wage. 

The PREMIER : They get rations as well. They 
are not compelled to join. 

Mr. LESlN A: How were they going to en­
courage Australian natives to enter their first 
line of defence if they only gave such wages 
as £:\ a m on rh ? The wages were almost as 
mean as th<,se paid to the lascars on some of the 
Indian boats. It was extraordinary how hon. 
members could in one breath talk, with a vast 
command of adjectives, about patriotism and 
glory, and in the next breath propose to give 
se,,men £5 a month. 

Mr. GLASSEY asked if any Queensland boys 
were trained on those vessels, or if there were 
any means of training them? The Premier spoke 
of being in communication with the Admiralty 
with a view to sending out a training ship. 
Yccilities should be given to tmin their boys on 
board t,hose boatF, notwithstanding the opinion 
expressed by the authorities at home, and 
although some of the other colonies objected 
to that method of training boys, he would like 
to s .e some of the brighter and more act,ive 
boys who now found their way to the reformatory 
at Lyt ton, as well as some "f the schoolboys, 
trained in the naval Rervice. If the training 
ships were allowed to rf'main in the various 
ports for some length of time, they could give 
a number of boys a training which would give 
them some know ledge of the marine service, and 
would also give them a taste for the work. The 
hon. member for Kennedy had referred to the 
report of the Acting Naval Commandant. It 
did not at all follow that because Captain Drake 
advised th~ appointment of a man of superior 
attainments that he therefore admitted his own 
inc•,mpetency. It only showed that the Acting 
Commandant was acting Sl'lendidly towards the 
country whvn he said that while he was quite 
competent to fill the place there was a possibility 
of procuring a more nble man. Such a report 
was highly commendable to tbe Acting Com­
mandant. He did not think that the salary 
they were paying was sufficient to secure the 
services of a first-class naval officer. During all 
the vears he had been a member of that Com­
mitt.ee he was sure hon. member" would admit 
that he had never been an advocate for increa.Ring 
the salaries of highly-paid Government officials. 
There were certain branches which required 

special skill, and he was prepared 
[5·30 p.m.] at all times to pay a very substan-

tial salary to secnre the services of 
a good man. He would be sorry to see our men 
receiving the miserable pittance paid to the 
British wldier ; he wanted to see a fair wa~e 
paid to both officers and men. Though he con­
sidered that it would be unwise to make any 
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particular change a~ presen~ in the direc~ion 
of reorgR.nisiog the force, he thought the 
increase to the Acting Naval Commandant was 
not unreasona,ble. In the meo.ntime he conld 
not urge too str.>ngly on the Government the 
necessity of seeing that a number of our boys 
got every facility consistent with re•lsonable 
expenditure to obtain a naval tNining that 
would enable them to rendc·r good serdce to the 
country in year~ to cmne. 

The PRE:\HER: Something in the direct.ion 
had already b •en at~empted by the N tV/l,l Cum­
mandant, who said in his repoet-

Ttle p1·oposal sugg~sted in my letter of 2nd June last, 
and approved by Government, has now been carried 
out., and two ~orps, comdst.ing of fifty b'1yci each, have 
been org>1.nised by the ::\f~rine Defence ino:;tructors at 
Ma,ryborough and Cairns respectively. The movement 
has giv~n lllllCll lor<ll satisfaction, and the boys are at 
present being disciplined and drilled in a sirnil~tr way to 
the Naval Brigades. R~-'gulations under the Defence 
Acts for the control of such corps will be submitted for 
your consideration. 
Then he said, in additi0n to ~his, that he would 
be glarl to have a training ship for the purpose 
of training a largc>r number of boy' who would 
probably take to the sea as a profe,sion. He 
was sorry t,h~t tlwre wa,s not a training ship at 
their iisposal, but one hac! been applied fnr. 
A considerable number of people seemed to 
think that our youths were better employr•d in 
agricultural pursuit,, and there was a great 
deal in that; at the same time, while some 
boys preferred the land others preferrr'd the 
sea, and while they aff,>rded facilities for good 
agricultural knowledge and training "'t expel i­
mental farms and at the colleges, they must 
also not lose sight of the advisablone•s of pro· 
viding facilities for boys to receive a naval 
tmining and so est ,blish the nucleus of a very 
useful f·•rce in the future. He was glad the vote 
generally met with approval, and he would have 
been glad to have submitted a larger apiJlication, 
but that would have meant a reorganisation of 
the whole service, which he thought was a little 
premature in view of federation. 

Mr. GLASSEY hoped that some means 
would be devised b~' which a tro,ining vessel 
would be able to visit the diff~rent ports of 
the colony for the purpose of organising- n:1,val 
cadet corps in the different towns iJ,]ong the 
coast. He also hoped that at an early date our 
educational sy•tem would be extended in such a 
manner that all kinds of branches would be 
taught, more particularly agriculture to our 
boys and clairying to thfl girls. 

Mr. LESIN A was utterly opposed to the idea 
of having a tmining- vessel. It was alrearly on 
the cwds ~hat the "S·•bra.nn," which replaced 
the training ship "V ern on" inN ew South \V ales, 
would soon be a thing nf the paste, and that the 
boys on that sink of iniquity would be placer! in 
properly fitted up refnrmal;ories on land. The 
boys on the training vessels in New South \Vale~ 
were not. put on war vesseld. He had known 
scores of those boys in Sydney, and he knf'w 
that after spending several years in learning 
various small duties connected with ship life 
they were dmfted to selections and farms in the 
country, and after getting £18 or £20 in their 
pockets they rlrifted hack to the citcy, 

Mr. JENKINSON: Are they auy the worse for 
the tr»ining? 

Mr. LESTNA: No. 
Hon. E. B. FoRHEST : They went to school 

there; tb<"y did not go to learn seamanship. 
Mr. LESINA: He had spent twelve months 

on a ship as a lad he~ween this and several of 
the i;lands, and he knew it was galling to the 
spirit of the Australian native to be ordered 
about on a ship. They wanted more freedom, 
and their ambitions were wider than was the 
1./f'S!" wit!) .men in thll old country, wl)q w~r\l 

content to live on board ship; and to put boys 
on a ship wi ~ h the view of training them for a 
naval career when there were no war vessels open 
to them was simply a waste of time. He 
thought the idea of a training ship was against 
the tendency of the times, and it was better to 
train youths in mining, agriculture, and other 
industries that were the mainstay of the colony. 
They objected to be cooped up on board a ship, 
and to ha VA to work under conditions that were 
absolutely degrading. It was a fact that New 
South Wales at the present time was rent from 
the centre to the circumference by novelations 
cnncRrning the internal management and morals 
on board the "Sobrann." They were talking 
seriously in the other colonies of abolishing such 
vessels at a time when it was proposed to start 
them here. He was strongly opposed to the 
proposal, and c•>uld bring- evidence to proYe that 
the system had been a fai~ure, and had been set 
aside for a system by which the boys were taught 
useful trades and occupations on land instead of 
forcing them to take np an occupation they had 
no liking for. 

Mr. BRO\VNE: The hon. member for Clt•r· 
mont had been confusing a reformatory ship pure 
and simple with a tr~ining ship. He did not 
think the experience on the subject in Australia 
was very much anyhow, bu~ he could say that 
some of the best seamen England ever had were 
those who hr,d been serving on the training 
ships at Lond.m, Liverpo·•l, and other big ports. 
The hnn. member had also made a mistake in 
saying that the Australian youth did not take 
to the sea, because hon. members genemlly were 
aware that some of the smartest and best captains 
they had, not only on their coasting boats, but on 
some of the boats running between Enrope and 
Australia, were natives of Australia. He knew 
Anstr.;lian natives who had the hest-the old 
Londnn-certificates, and in proportion to popula­
tion the number ,,f Australi"n natives who took 
to the sea was greate•·, and there were more certifi­
cated men amongst them than even Great Britain 
could h'>ast nf. 

;vir. ,T ACKtlON ash·d how it was there was 
no na;"l cadet corps established at Brisbane 
when they found corps established at Mary­
borough aud at Calrm? 

The PHEMil~R : It appeared that the only 
places from which ap[Jlications had been made 
for the establishment of such corps had been 
Marybnrough and Cairns. It was just as well to 
see bow they wonld develop. He was infurmed 
that Captain Drake had it in contemplation to 
form a corps in Brisbane, but the first applica­
tions had been first •erved. 

Que tion put and passed. 
PliBLIC SERVICE BOARD. 

The PRE::YIIER moYed that £1,008 be gmnted 
for the Public Service Board. The vote showed 
an increase of £72. He would anticipate debate 
on the vote by saying that the Public Service 
Board as at present constituted expired at the 
end of December of this year, and it would be 
incumbent upon the Government to introduce a 
Bill to make provision for its reorganisation or 
continuance in some shape. The Government 
did not consider that there would be sufficient 
time this SPssion to consider how it" organisation 
might be improved, but they frankly admitted 
that there mi.,ht he imprDvement in the l.JOard. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PHEMIER: At the samP time the ques­

tion rcqnired to he well thought out, and he 
could not prnnour.ce that the Government wr•uld 
be prepared this session to introdnce a Bill to 
constitute a Public Service Board on a different 
basis. Their intention was to introduce a short 
Bill this session to continue the board as it at 
present existed for another twelve months, 
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during which time the whole question might be 
fully considereo. A greet many phAses of the 
question demanded full debate and criticism, but, 
on the whole, the board a.s at present cmt<titnted 
had done good service in relieving Mi1•ist.ers of 
patronage, and of a good deal nf en1barrass :nent 
from the nnme.rous applie •. nts who but for the 
board would have applied to them to fill 
vacancies. He did not wish to open up the whole 
que,tinn, but be thought it would be admittPd 
that it would be an ad vantage tn the pnblic 
service if persons outsirle the departments could 
be introduced. New blood at times was good, 
and it would be an advantage if at times the 
board had power to go outside thE> narrow groove 
of appointment by seniority and frum within 
the ranks of the service. The matter was one 
which demanded much fuller debate than could 
be devoted to it that evening, and,_ while recog­
nising that it was de,irable to reconsider the 
organisation of the board, it was only the inten· 
tion of the Government this session to introduce 
a Bill to continue their functions under existing 
conditions for another year. 

Mr. GI\001\I: You won't want the board after 
federati<>n. 

The PREMIER thought they would, but that 
was only another reason why thee- should extend 
the functions of the present board for another 
year. 

Mr. McDONNELL (Fortitude Valley): It was 
generally accepted that the Board ha,d not given 
that general satisfaction all round that was ex­
pected. There was no ooubt ahont that. 

The PREmEI\: That is verv difficult. 
Mr. McDO::'>iNELL: He admitted it was very 

oifficult to please Parliament and give satis­
faction to the public, and, be supposed, tn the 
Civil Service. ·when this Bill was introi!uced 
he hoped provision would be made to meet what 
he regarded as V fey deqerving- cases. There were 
many young men who got temportry employ­
ment in the departments who were debarred, 
through being over age, from receiving permanent 
employment in the Civil Service. They were only, 
employed casually ; but they were good and able 
servant<, and wonld he an acquisition to the 
servic He hoped the Premier would give some 
consideration to their case. He believed that 
some of the perman~nt heads of departments 
were an xi(, US that some pro vi .inn should be 
mctde whereby these people, who had been 
employed casually for a number of years, should 
have wme preference fnr employment in the 
service. But the purpose for which he had ri"en 
was to refer to the entrance fee which was 
chamed in eonnection with examinations by 
the Pnblic Service Board. He wi·"h,,d to refer 
particularly to the case of the examination 
held some time ago for the position of female 
telephone assistants. Each girl who went up 
for exam in :tion had to pay an entrance fee of 
10d. In many cases they were daughters of 
poor women, who had had a very hard task 
to educate them up to the point that they would 
be able to go up for the examination. :\. 
great many of them were not successful in 
passing the examination, and the fees were 
retained by the department. He did not know 
whether that was a regulation or a rule, but he 
did not think it was a good rule or regulation ; 
and, in any case, the. fe>s of those wh" did not 
succePd in passing should he returned. He 
hoped the Premier would be able to arrange that 
in future. Particularly in the case of t,,lephone 
assistants the unsuccessful candid<>tes should 
haVP the fees returned to them. 

l\fEiiiBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
The PR:B;MTER : He eould not say anything 

about what was the custom with the telephone 
applicants for examination, but he understood 
that the Public Se!'vice Bo;:~rd charged ;;on 

entrance fee to defmy the expenses of the public 
ex<tminers, and he did not think it was unfair 
that a small fee should be charged. Why should 
the feos be returned to the unsucce;sful candi­
dates and the succf'ssfnl Citndidatf·o mulcted? 

Mr. JACKSON: They get the positwns. 
The PREMIER: They frequently had to wait 

for them, However, he did not think the matter 
was of great importance. Of course the Govern­
ment sh•mld not make any profit out of it, and he 
would inquire if the fees paid left anything 
twyond the fees paid to the examiners. If not ; 
if there was no surplus, he did not think there 
wa>' any fault to be found with a moderate fee. 

Mr. McDONNELL: He thought there was 
rPason in bringing the matter up, because this was 
the only opportunity there would be of bringing 
it np. 

The TREASURER : No. The Postmaster­
General'" Department. 

Mr. Me DONNELL : The Public Service 
Board n•ade the regulations. 

The TREASCI\EI\: Not for the telephone exami­
nation. That is the Post Office. 

lYir. MoDONNJ<JLL : They did last year. He 
inquired at the department and found that the 
examinal ion was held under the Public Service 
Board. 

The TREASCRER: The last one was held under 
the Post Office regulations. 

lYir. McDONNELL: ~Whatever reason there 
was for- charging fees to successful candidates, 
there wa' none for retaining the fees of unsuc­
cessful candid.ttes. In fact he believed there 
shoulcl be no fees charged at all-that everybody 
should have free access so long as they were 
under the age which was predcribed. He was 
present at one of the examinations; there was 
a very large nu m her of applicants ; there were 
two examiners, and he did not think they were 
paid a very large amount for their services. He 
thought there was a large amount of reason in 
what he asked the Premier. particularly as there 
"as a large number of those people to whom lOs. 
n1eant a large amount of money. 

Mr. JENKINSON : They would probably have 
to pay for the coaching previously. 

Mr. ::\icDO::'><NELL: There was a i!reat deal 
of expense in coaching up. 

The PREMIER : Do you expect the Government 
to pay for that, too? 

Mr.MoDONNELL: Nn, he did not; but he 
thought there should not be any fee charged. 
There was no fee charged in connection with 
scholarship and school examination.o, and he 
thought the same principle should apply to 
pn\Jlic service examinations. This big difference 
between the fees should induce the hon. gentle­
men to consider whether it would not be wi•e to 
dispPnse altogether with these fee~, or, at all 
events, to return the fees of those who were 
not successful, 

Mr. GIVENS: The question that troubled 
him in connection with the board was not 
so much the question of examinations, because 
he was perfectly ~on vinced tbat a man or 
woman should be expected to prove their ability 
for the position, but that many gentlemen were 
appointed to positiom in the public service, 
be assumed with the approval of the board, 
without passing any examinati"n at all, or 
having to pay any fee. Further than that, 
they were appointed over the heads of people 
already in the service who occupied infe­
rior positions, and who might justly consider 
themqelves entitled to have a prior claim. 
It seemed to him altogether wrong that appoint-

ments should be made outside the 
[7 p.m.] service, while there were men in the 

ranks of the service well qualified 
and deserving of promotion by their years of 
hard and arduoue work. It was onl;y natural 
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that these men should look forward to such pro­
motion as wa" available, as a reward for their 
long and arduous ;;ervice in their particular 
depctrtments. He had several cas's in his 
minrl's eye, which had come under his notice, 
where men had been appointed from outside the 
service entirely, and the general impr<'d8ion 
amongst the public was that although the board 
had been appointed to do away with political 
influence, yet that influence was still rampant. 
These appointments from the outside were 
chiefly due to political influence. In his own 
electorate th<'re had been one or two uf these 
appointments. He was not going to quarrel 
with the chnracter of those men appointed, or to 
in any way d••tract from their ability, but he did 
say that while 1 here were men -available in the 
sArvice, especially iu the particular branches to 
which h·1 referred, that they ought to have been 
given the first chance of promotion. But men 
were taken from out~ide the service, and 
appointed without any examination at all­
men whose qualifications were •carcely equal, 
decidedly not superior, to the CJUalifications of 
men already in the .<ervice. They had also hod 
some new appointments during the last twelve 
months. He did not know what ,,articular 
rou:ine was observed with regard to these 
appointments, but it appeared that political 
influence was as ramp,nt as it was before the 
appointment of the Public Service Board. If 
that was so, it wa• a waste of money to have 
this board-while political influence was allowed 
t•> obt.ain. Several new appointments had been 
created during the last tweh·e months, and 
men had been put into positions from OLltside 
the service. He would like t.o point out to 
the hon. member for Fortiturle Valley, who 
spoke about the examination fees being remitted 
to unsucm".sful candidates, that as far as he 
knew in connection with some of these app•>int· 
ments, there had been no examination at all and 
no fees had been taken. For instance, the new 
appointment of Inspector of Totalisators-he did 
not know whether the gentleman appointed to 
that position had been appointed or recommended 
by the Pnblic Service Board or not. It was 
certainly generelly considered---

The PREMIER : That is not on this estimate. 
Mr. GIVENS was not going into the merits of 

the case, because he would have & more fitting 
opportunity by-and-bye. It 8eemed to him that 
if such an appointment, which carried with it a 
handsome salary, was nec,~ss>ry, it should have 
been filled by someone from inside the service. 
That appointment was not nt all free from the 
suspicion of political patronage, which the board 
had been created to do away with. These 
appointments might only be coincidences, but 
when he saw coincidence on trp of coincidence, 
it naturally created a "uspicion in the minds of 
many people like himself who, under ordinary 
circumstances, were not suspicious. He objected 
to money being wasted on this board if they did 
not do their duty, and he hoped the Premier 
would stick to his idea that the board needed 
reforming. He could assure the hon. gentleman 
that the system under which the board worked 
needed reform very badly. 

Mr. McDO:'\NELL: In support of what he 
had said previously, he would mention that in 
the Railway Depo,rtment, in the clerical and 
mechanical branches, there were no entrance 
fe,,s. Some year~ ago fees were charged, but 
that had been done away with in recent years. 
There was, he understood, a medical fee charged 
-a fee for the medical examination before suc­
cessful competitors were admitted into the 
department. He hoped the Premic>r would ;;ee 
his way to cause these fees to be remitted to the 
unsuccessful candidates, partictJlarly to the 

1899-3F* 

female applicants for positions of telephone 
il.tGenrJo.nto. It WltS not justice that these fees 
"hould be retained. 

Mr. GLASSI!lY: Why charge any fees at all? 
Mr. McDONNELL: He was in favour of the 

abolition of fees, but if any were charged it 
stwuld be very small, and it ohould he remitted 
to U'<Sncce•sfnl candidates, 

The PREMIER explained that the fees had 
been fixed h'· the Public Service Board. They 
had fixed, for instance, a fee of 10>. for examining 
sNitchboard atten•hnts, and he under,tood all 
the fees were handed over to the examiners to 
P"Y the C'lSt of examination. If no fees were 
cha.rged, the number of unsuccessful candidates 
would he very much larger than it was. 

Mr. Jl!ll'>KIXSON: Are all the fees pa1d over, no 
matter how nmny canriidatee there may be? 

The PREC\IIER: Professional men conducted 
the ex>Ominations, and he understood that the 
whole of the fees were paid nver to them with 
the exception of the cost of hiring a room in 
which to holri an examination. He hardly could 
see hnw the views oft he hnn. member could be met 
unless all fees were abolished.. He would inquire 
into the matter. 

Mr. McDONNELL hardly thought the Pre· 
mier was correct in his statement that all fees 
were paid to the examiner~. At the last exami­
nation for the Post and Telegraph Department 
there w'' re 150 candidatos who pctid 10s. f•ach. 
If the examiners got all the fees, then they were 
paid £7fi for two days' work. 

Question put and passed. 

IM.!IGRATION. 

The PREYIIER moved that the sum of 
£2,406 be granted for immigration. That covered 
the departmental expenses, and there appeared 
to be an increase of £1,363 upon last year's vote. 
There were increases to two clerks, half of whose 
salary was paid from the Pacific Islanders' fund. 
The same applied to two messengers. Tnere 
wa, an increase in the number of wardsmen at 
£80 a yell' each, amounting in the aggregate to 
£332. The item of contingencies was increased 
from £325 to £1,200 which was necessitated by 
the increaeed scope of the work to cover cost of 
fuel, light, "nd provisions. He understood that 
some hon. members had expressed a desire to 
discuss the whole question of immigration under 
that vote rather than upon the Loan Eotimates, 
which really made the provision for carrying on 
immigration on a larger scale. 

J\!Ir. BRO\VNE : When the Agent-General's 
department was under discu•sion he spoke about 
taking the immigration debate upon that vote. 
It was sug,;ested that the debate should be 
postponed until the Loan Estimates were under 
conHideration, but his reason for desiring to 
take the diRcussion now was that there was 
really no fair. opportuniLy of discussing it on 
the Loan Estimates. Last year the trust and 
s]Jecial funds, the loan vrte, and the Appropria­
tion Bill were all disposed of at one sitting very 
late in the year, when a great many hon. mem­
bers had gone to their homes and were tired of 
the session, the consequence of which was that 
there was no fair dhcussion on either side. If 
there had been a possibility of carrying any rednc· 
tion in the vute or carrying an ad verse motion 
to the Government it was quite impossible to do 
it then on account of the paucity of attendance. 
\Vhatever steps might be taken toward& securing 
a reduction of the loan money proposed to be 
spent on immigration, he at all events thought 
that hon. members should now at that stage 
express their views briefly npon the immigration 
policy of the Government. As he had said 
before, there was room in this country for millions 
of people where there were now only thousands, 
but at the S!J>me time h<;l believed, as theTrea.surer 
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pointed out in his ]'inancial Statement, that the 
proper way to bring people here was to make 
the conditions such that they would be attracted 
here of their own free will. As far as his opini<m 
went there was no necessity to spend a h1rge sum 
of money in bringing people out from the old 
country. That had bPen going on for two years 
p(lst, and according to the testimony of the Agent­
General and V<>rious agents who had represented 
the colony it h>>d been an absolute failure, and 
yet they were asked to spend a great dPal more 
money upnn immigration. If hon. men1bers 
would look at the Agent-General's report thi'y 
would find that the first twelve P••ges were taken 
up entirelJ with immigration m<>ttcrs. There 
was also a very long report from .Mr. Randall, a 
gentlem«~n whose appointr,1ent for a second t• rm 
lw had opposed, although he was bound to admit 
that he was a very industrious man and did all be 
could to pu-h the intere$tS of the colony in 
England. In bis reports he wound up paragraph 
by paragraph by eaying he had "a lot of in­
quiries"; he had "many inquiries" ; he had "in­
quirieBon every possiLle subj-'et''; then that he had 
"frequent inquiries"; but dght through he con­
fessed that the inquiries had resulted in very little 
and that the pee>ple did not go out to thn colony. 
In one place he spoke of an old man and his son 
who made great inquilies and expressed their 
wish to come to Queensland, and it was hardly 
worth their while voting large sums of money 
for the sake of that sort of thing. They were 
told time after time that the object of the 
Government was to get farm labourere, and 
domestic servants in particular, to come to the 
colony, and that they would not countenance the 
immigration of other classes of people. Now, 
on pages 5 and 6 of thA Agent-General's report 
there was a copy of a circular letter which had 
been sent to nearly 1,000 emigration agents in 
Gre::tt Britain, giving them alf particulars with 
respect to immigrants for Queensland. That cir­
cular letterinformed them tba•they would receive 
a bonus of 10.<. 6d. per head for e\·ery third-cla>s 
adult passenger over tw<·lve years of age, and 
half that amount for every child oVPr t.he age of 
three years, whom thE·y sccm·ed. Furthar than 
that the letter stated that all immigrants would 
get their passages for £13 13s. and a ship's kit 
provided by the QueC>nshnd Government, and 
went on to say that "all persons who are 
mentally and bodily sound are eligible, without 
regard to occupation, age, or sex." He was not 
certain whAther he was right, but he belieHd 
that in addition to the £13 13s. the Governntent 
h>td to pay something to the steamship companies 
to make up the pasqage money. 

The PRE1!I!<m: No. 
Mr. BROWNE: The C..mmitteeshonld pause 

before it allowed a big lot of mon•,y--taking the 
various immigration votes it w<mld amount to 
something like .£70,000 or .£80,000-to be S[ ent 
in bringing out people " without regard to occu­
pation, age, or sex." Only a few weeks ""go it 
was braught under his notice that shortly after 
the "Duke of Portland" arrived, three men­
whom he thought were Scandinavians by their 
na,mes--were put to work a,s labourers in the 
Telegraph Department. They were only tem­
porarily emphyed, but that was no reason why 
they should pay to bring people from other parts 
of the world to work as labourers in the Telegraph 
Dep;<rtment when they had any amount of men 
at the present time who would be only too 
glad to get those jobs. There was just one 
o•.he!" matter he wished to draw particular atten­
tion to. Hon. members on the other side had 
been rather rough on hon. members on that side 
-in fact, last 'ession the lie direct had been 
given to one or t"'o members on that side when 
they spoke of the rates of wages at home and the 
condition oi f;;trm labour!lrs, Some farming 

representatives on the other side resented very 
strongly the statement., of some hon. members 
on his side-not him•elf, hecause he did not know 
anything ,.bout the farming industry in the old 
country, and did not know much of it in this 
colony"; but some hon. members on that side 
had st.,ted t.hat farm labomf'rs got better pay at 
home \ han they could get in Queensland, arousing 
a •torm of indignation from hon. members oppo­
site. The Agent-Generlll hinwelf wrote a report, 
sup]>h'menting the reports of the immigration 
lecturers, and on page -U of his report he said-

I would like to ar1d some observations of my own on 
the subject of emigration. The figures supplied by )lr. 
Dick on are of course only made up to the end of Decem­
ber lnst at which date all that could po~s.1ibly be done 
in anticipat.inn of parliamentary sanction had been 
completed, but the results will oul:y apppar in the 
pre.sent year. Dir1wtly your cahlegr1-1.m Hrrived, the 
liberal provision of Parliament WHS not only widely 
advertised. but all the agencies were advised, and 
Mr Randall, with several temporary leeturers, has been 
addressing the agricultural clnssf'f; with a view to their 
migration to Queensland. The results are not very 
encnurA-~ing, but! do not feel itmydutyinconseqnence 
to (· xtend the as.sistance beyond those specially particu~ 
larised, otherwise I should cagily fill many shipR with 
unskilled labourers, who would, I am sure, only tend to 
presently swell the numbers of your unemployed. 

Thc'n came the part to which he wishEd to draw 
particular attention-

It is indeed a difficult problem to attract to Qneens­
land farmers, farm lnhourers, and domestic servants. 
Not only have the conditions nhanged in this kingdom 
materially within the last ten years, and the very 
cla!'lses you require receive better wages here. but there 
is an admitted scnrcity .in the farming districts of 
England for their requirements, and it requires very 
great inducements to get people to go anywhere. 

In the face of that report of the Agent-General, 
in the firct plaee it was a sin and shamt> to ask 
people to come here to work for less pay and under 
.. -orse conditicns than they enjoyed at home; 
and, in the "econd place, it was unfair to ask the 
taxpayers of the colony to spend larg-e snmR of 
mnney in bringing people here to compete with 
them in the labour market where they were not 
required. The Agent-Gf'!leral went on to say-

But the worst factor-nhnost amounting to a deterrent 
-h• the almo~t constnnt stream of w»rning letters fron" 
residents in Australia. cautioning people not to migrate 
thPre under any circumstancc:s. I have had to deal 
with many of these, the worst of which are those con­
taining half truths. 

He had re:td some of the letters which had 
appeared in the Press, and in some ca•es he had 
not agreed a little bit with them. They hat! 
attempted to degrade the colony, and had told a 
lot of untruths. But there w<-re others which 
cont::tined the truth, and he would draw atten· 
tion to this passage in the Agent-General's 
report-

For everyone published, many similar were received 
by privut-e pprsons, whfl' cireulated the information. 
He could quite understand the man who thirs: ed 
for notoriety writing letters to the papers nver 
his signatur«, and stirring up trouble, but the 
man who wrote private letters to his friends and 
relatives, advising them not to come to Qneens­
bnd, and telling them that the conditions of 
life were worse here than in the old country, 
would hardly do that unless he believed what he 
was writing. He did not think there was any 

sen"e in moving a reducti< n of the 
[7"30 p.m.] vote, but he thought the matter to 

which he had referred was one which 
should be seriously considerecl by hon. meml>ers 
before they voted the sum of £50,000 on the Loan 
Estimates, especially when the Agent-General 
told them that the very class of labonr they 
wanted in the colony was unprocurable, bec,.use 
it was better paid in the old country than in 
Quee11sland, and that. in order to get people to 
come here they were paying a bonus of 10s. 6d. 
11! )leac;l for adults and half that amount for 
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children over twelve, and the Government were 
provirling them with ship kits without any 
r~striction as to age, ~mx, or occupation. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member appeared 
to be mixing up two phases of immigra<;i,m. In the 
letter of the 21st of December, whteh was repro­
duced in th~ .Agent-General'e report, it was 
stated that-

Third-class passages may be obtained !or £13 13s. 
each by the Queenslantl Royal .l'Iail steamers lea.ving 
about every four weeks fm• tile pnncipal po!'ts in tL.e 
colony, and the Queen.,.land Government provide the 
ship kits for these P'-tssag0s. 
'That applied t? pa~t paying immigrants, and not 
t<J the class of nnmtgrants who were paid for by 
the State. 

Mr. GLASSEY: You do not pay a bonus for 
such persons ? 

The PRI<JMIER: Y <>s, 10.<. Gd. a head was 
paid to the shipping agents in Great Britain for 
inducing those peo[Jle to come to Queen;;land. 
But the class of persons whose passages were paid 
were farm labourers and female domestic ser­
vants, which was made clear by the adverti<ement 
issued by the Agent-General. The Governmc,nt 
were not, as he understood the hon. member to 
imagine, endeavouring to attract artizans ami 
others of that class by giving them free passages. 

Mr. BROWNE : I know that, and I made the 
distinction. 

The PREMIER: He believed the colony was 
languishing for want of population, and if it was 
a fact, as alleged, that in GrPat Britain, where 
they had a population of 40,000,000, better wages 
were obtainable in certain occupations than in 
this colony, where they had only 500,000 people, 
the obviou.o; inference was that they wanted a 
larger population here to encourage that indus­
trial and commercial activity by which better 
wages would be provided. B~at he was very 
much inclined to take with a grain of salu the 
statement that better wa;;:es were paid in Great 
Britain, except for expert' in certain branches of 
induscry, than were obtainable in Queenslan l. 
He did not think farm labourers got better wages 
there. If they did, why was there stlch a stream 
of immigration to other parts of the Empire? 
The Agent-General, in his report, said that, on 
his way to Penzance, Mr. Randall stopped for a 
d!'l:' or two at Newport and Plymouth, and 
vts1ted the Royal Corn wall Society's show. 

He was mnch impressed with the fact that the Cape 
was the g1·eat and favourite fitJld for the Coenishmen. 
The men go backwards and forwards time after time, at 
diffBrent seasons, and tall<: as familiarly of South Africa 
as if it was the next country. A. railway official told 
him that a single train from p,.nzance oftell collected as 
many as 200 p·tssengers, chiefly minm·s, on its wav to 
Plymouth, for a single Cape steamer. ~ 

Then, hon. nwmbers knew that the Dominion of 
Canada and the States attracted a large amount 
of a~ricultural labour from the mother country 
durmg the harvest season on account of their 
proximity to Great Britain. At the beginning 
of the harvest season large steamers crossing the 
Atlantic conveyed numbers of agriculturists to 
those countries, and when they had harvested 
the crops those people returned to the old 
country, hringing with them sufficient money to 
keep their families in reasonable competence 
dnring the period when work was not to be found. 
The neare~t fields for lab •nr were always the 
mo<t attractive. The immigration agent here 
sp:1ke very hopefully on the subject of immi"ra-
tion. He said- · 

0 

'l'h~ satis !'actory tendency to increase of immigration, 
espeCially under the lliJminated sy:-1tem, ha.s been well 
sustained during the past year. Nomination of rela­
tives or friends in the old countries by permanent 
Queensland settlers becomes a most effectual advertisN 
ing med~u!fi. as we~l as being the mo~t desirable agency 
for obtauung the right classes of immigrants. 

'fhat officer also stated that-
The proportions of arrivals landed at the several 

ports during the current year were as follows :-Thnrs~ 
day Isl:wd, 47 ; Townsville. 278 ; Rockhampton, 96 ; 
C:-tirns, 28; .M.ackay, 10; Maryborough, 29; .Brisbane, 
409. 

So that it would be seen that there w.1s a fair 
distribution of immigrants along the coast. And 
the reports he had rccei ved showed that at the 
present time there was still a strong, healthy 
demand for farm labourers and female domestic 
set·vants in the colony. Those were the classes for 
which the enlarged provision on the Loan Esti­
mates was chiefly intended to provide, and he 
had no wish to encourage the introduction of 
pt>ople coming here as paupers. The classes to 
which they were now confining immi~ration ha~ 
been all absorbc·d, and there was great demand 
fur more ; and the colony was to be congratulated 
on presenting a better field fur the employment of 
labour than it had done for many years past 

1\It·. BRO\VNE : With regard to full-paying 
pct,seng.-rs he had made a distinction when he 
spoke and had asked whether the Government 
were paying a subsidy to the steamship com­
panies in addition. The hon. gentleman said 
they were not., hut the fact was that the Govern· 
ment were paying 10s. 6d. a bead to the re­
cruiting agents, and providing a kit in addition. 
It was not a large amount per head, still it waF 
bringing people here assisted by the Govern­
ment. 

The PREMIER: Don't you think every unit 
added to the population is worth that amount to 
the colony? 

Mr. BROWNE: Of course he believed that it 
was a good thing to add to the population ; but 
he did not believe in bringing out people assisted 
by the Government without any restriction as 
to age, sex, or occupation. He believed the 250 
men sent to South Africa were worth more than 
500 of the sort for whose selection a bonus was 
paid to agents in the old country. With regard 
to the migration of Cornishmen to and from the 
Cape, everyone knew the reason of that. They 
were miners following their occupation. There 
was a large migration backward and forward 
between Australia ar,d the Cape, and he knew 
scoreo and scores of Australian dig"ers who wer6 
just as familiar with the Cape fields as with 
the Queensland fields. The hon. gentleman said 
that the chief rea.,on why \Ve were not getting 
people eligible for farming was because they werE 
absorbed by Canada and those places, but the 
Agent-General differed entirely from the hor 
gentleman because he said in his report on 
page 41-

I notice Canada, which colony by its nearness has 
already skimmed the cream of the agricultural emigrant 
population here, and is still a competitor, finds itself at 
present driven to prospE'ct fresh fields, and is largely 
devoting its energies to inducing colonies of European 
aliens to migrate in swarms-a policy which, I underw 
stand. has not your approval in regard to Queensland 
If the hon. gentleman would nad the r(lpurt of 
the Agent-General, he would see that the agent& 
could not get the class of people required hAre, 
and it we.s unfair to tax the people here to bring 
out immigrants who were not of an eligible claes. 
'When they knew that countries so advantage­
ously situated as Canada as a field for immigra­
tion could not procure them, what was the use 
of putting £i'i0,000 on the Estimates here for the 
purpose of getting people that could not pos­
sibly be got to come here ? 

The PREMIER: The 10s. 6d. was not paid 
as a subsidy to the immigrant ; it was paid to 
induce the shipping agents to ad vacate the 
attractions of Queensland o.s against other fields 
for emigration from the old country, and, there­
fore, it was money that might very fairly be 
expended, As to the kit, that was a small 
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matter that he neerl not discuss further. The 
statement of the Agvnt-General sustained his 
view, because he said-

I notice. CanAda, which colony by its nenrness has 
alrPady slnmmed the cream c.f the agricultnrnl emigrant 
populn.tio~ here, and is st.111 a competitor, finds itself at 
presel?-t dnyen to pr?~pect fre:.:.h field8, and is largely 
dev.Jtlng Its energ1es to introducing colonies of 
European aliens to migratf~ in swarms-a policy which 
I understand has not yo11r approval i11 Queen::;l·nd. 
Certainly not. He would prefer if pos-ible to 
)Zet as many as they could of their own kith and 
kin. The report went on to say-

In view of all these facts, so well knmvn here, I am 
content to largely rely on the :.-;ystt:m of payment by 
res~lts ~hr~m~~ the many agencif's actively operating, 
wh1Ch, 1f It 1a1Is by reason of circumstances 1o pre­
Sf'ntly secure the people you require, has this merit 
that, it ~o~s not involve the colony in any expense 
Sympatlnsrng most heartily with your desire for emi­
gratiOn of tbat class of peOJll(~ only whom I know 
QnPer.slalld eau absorb without displacing labour 
already t,here, no effort shall be wanting on my part to 
carry out ynur wishes in the best IntPrests of the 
colony. Under these circumstances I find no new 
shipping facHHies are either practicable or pre:.enUv 
necessary, and as the British India t ·ompan ,. bav'o 
il!timated. thmr intention to run a ste.Lmcr evei-y fori­
nig-ht, tins would enable me to land 1.200 emigrants 
w1thin the year, a consummation grt \Ltly to be desired. 
They have promised an extra stemner if a full number 
sny 200, is Jn'ovirled, and I hope the first of these w11i 
leave in .May next. 
In connection with the enlarged vote for immi­
gration, he had expreSRly advised the Agent­
General that he did not w:tnt to see hrge ship­
loads dt~mped down in the colnny, so to speak, 
at one tune, but that he wanted them to art i ve 
in small nu m hers. Every three months a vessel 
would bring from 200 to 300, and the other 
boats would bring something like sixty, certainly 
less than 100, and h~ considered that under those 
circumstnnces, if this immigration was confined 
to farm labourers "' d domestic servants, they 
would be readily absnrbed on their arrival and 
thE result would be beoeficini both to them:elves 
and to the colony. 

Mr. KEOG H (Rosewood): He believed that 
no young country could pro:< per without having- a 
gooJ yeoman population, and thonc;ht iL w"nld be 
beneficial to this country if we c.ml;J get a nnmber 
of the class of immigrants now going to Canada 
and the United States. He believed that 
if further inducements were hel;J out that 
cla•s of people could be attracted to this 
colcmy, but unfortunately we did not hold 
out inducAments to those people to come here. 
Immigrants to Canada have land set apart for 
them, and were met on bnding by parties 
who took them to land, and saw that they 
had sut\icient good land to settle on. Not 
only tha,t, but they were actually provided with 
the necessaries of li,fe for twelve months, to give 
them an opportumty of making a start on the 
land. Why should not such inducements be 
held out to persons coming to this colony? If 
they were they would have a str('am of immi­
grants of the proper class coming to the colony. 
It was advh<able that they should hold out even 
better inducements than Canada, bee •Use it was 
so much ea<ier for people to go to Canada and 
the United States than to come here. This 
was the fnrthe't away portion of the British 
:Empire, but he had no hesitation in sa.ying that 
they had land here as good as any under 
the canopy of Hea\'en to-day, and without 
exaggerating in the slightest a population of 
many millions could be SU!')'Orted in this cnlony 
and it would be far better for those here now t~ 
have a large number of people to sha.re the 
burden they had to bear. Some hon, members 
who spoke adversely on the questi"n were not 
~otal.ly o)!posed to . immigration, but to the 
Immrgrahon of certam classes, and he was with 
Phem in that. Some time a15o Wh!ln hnmigration 

was at its top, plenty of p~ople came here who 
were no credit to the colony, but a great 
many who had bef'n brought here by Dr. 
Lang and by Dr. Quinn had settled upon 
the soil and were a creriit to the colony. If 
the hon. member for Toowooruba were pre­
sent he c<luld bear him out in the •tatement 
that a great many of the best immigrants who 
had b ·en brought to the colony had been brought 
out under the auspices of the late Dr. Quinn, 
and at the suggestion of the archbishop of the 
colony at the present moment, If such immi­
grants as those eonld be introduced it would be 
benehcial to the colony. The hon. member for 
Croydon bad referred to the Scandinavians who 
had come out., and he might say that out of 
fift.een of those men he saw only five knew any­
thing at all about agriculture. 

MEli!BERS of the Oppo,ition : Hear, hear! 
Mr. KEOGH: 'l'hose were not the only parties 

at th€> depot at the time, but though he had 
employed five or six men he found afterward; 
that cmly one of them knew anything at all about 
farmmg. So that what his hon. friends had said 
was perfectly correct., as the class of men who 
were coming out were no good for agriculture. 
They might be induced to enter upon some 
employment mere congenial t0 them but what 
tlwy requir• d more than anythin~ els~ was agri­
cultural labourers and dompstic servants. He 
asserted that in I pswieh to· day you could not 
get a girl that was worth her salt to work for you, 

Mr. LE,INA : They get better treated in ibe 
factories than by their mistresses. That is the 
reason. 

Mr. KEOGH: With regard to the factnries 
he was thoroughly well aware that the reaso~ 
they went to the factories WHS that they went 
to work between 8 and 9 in the mnrning and 
got away between 5 and 6 in the after~oon, 
and they could "do the block" at night. He 
believed that good girls would come from 
home if good wages were offered them. He 
asserted that good dnme,tic servants were not 
to be got in Qneensland at the present time 
and he wou'd be glad to see immigrants of that 
dass brought to the colony. He agre, d with 
the statements that had been made that it was 
found very difficult to get good immigrants, 
but he fonnd fault to some extent with the 
way in which the immigration department in 
:!<!•·gland ~vas c.arryi~g out its duty. Thev were 
mrcnmscnbed m their work, and confined their 
operations to England, while there were people 
in other portions of the United Kingdom who 
wou\d be glad to C<~me to the colony. Friends 
of hiS own had wntten to tell him that there 
was a field for the immigration ag.•nt in the 
part of the world he c.: me from if prop· r 
mdncements were held out. He hoped they 
would he, because it was only by immigration 
of the proper class of people that the colony 
c .. uld hope to prosper. 

, The ~REMIEH.: It had heen brought under 
hrs notiCA that some of the Scandinavian immi­
grants did not fulfil their representations as to 
their ability aF. farn:; labour~rs, and the Agent­
General had been wrrtten t.o m that connection 
to see that l!reater care was f'xereised in th~ 
fntnre. Sir Horace Tnzer in his report stated in 
connection with Scandinavian emigration-

! R;PPOint.?d ].fr. Aug 1•st Lq.rsel?-, on the I;;:t 31:ay, to 
cont.muethls work act1vely, and dlrect.edhim tn proceed 
to the rountries abovenam~"d on a three weeks' tour to 
personally interview emigrati ,n agPnts there, and 
report on the best way of conducting operatious. 
He also said-

I am convinced thnt Scandinavia is not only an 
excellent. but the be>t, field for our colony 

[8 p,m,] to obtain emigrants from in future, There 
are no people iil Europe who e)lligrate so 
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largely as the Scandinavians, because it is hard for 
them to get on in their own countries, where the soil is 
poor ; they are familiar with the idea of emigration, 
nearly every man having friends or relatives abroad. 

So he hoped-in fact he was sure-that in future 
the Scandinavian immigrants would be more 
carefully selected in order to fulfil the conditions 
of agricultural labourers. He did not think the 
h<?n. gentleman had any reason for finding fault 
With the Agent-General for selecting immigrants 
from any one country. 

Mr. KEOGH: They have got no lecturer in 
Ireland. 

The PREMIER: The Immigration Agent 
reported-

From the application books in this office containin~ 
the names of the "nominors" and the "nominees " I 
find, t~king the Rverage for the last three years,' that 
the. Ir1sh n~mber 47 per cent.; English, 29; Scotch, 9; 
Italians, 7; :Scandinavians, 5; and Germans, 3 per cent. 

Therefore, he was sure there was no desire to 
exclude immigrants from the Emerald Isle. 

Mr. KEOGH : I did not say that. 
Mr. LEAHY: He says there are too many of 

them coming. 

The PREMIER : He understood the hon. 
member to say there were none coming. He did 
not think there were two many of their 
own countrymen, whether they came from Eng­
land, Scotland, nr Ireland. Certainly he would 
rather have a shipload of them than half-a-dozen 
of another nationality. He thought their fellow­
countrymen had built up this grand country, and, 
as far as any instructions were given in this direc­
tion, he endeavoured to impress upon the Agent­
General that, over and above all, he must see 
and obtain supp!igs from the mother country. 
He did not wish to say anything against the 
Scandinavi>tns or the i::lwedes; but they wanted 
their own kith and kin, their own blood relations. 
He was glad to hear the commendation of the 
hon. member for Rosewood, because it seemed 
to him a justification aud endor•ement of the 
action which had been taken and an endorsement 
of the fact that the agricultural districts of the 
colony were in want of a very much larger 
number of immigrants than even they had on 
the sea. Still, as he had said, he did not want 
an excess of immigration supply by introducing 
too large an amount at once and see men 
going from town to town seeking employment 
and finding none. He wanted the demand 
always to exceed the supply, so that, as the 
supply came gradually along, it might be 
absorbed without disturbing the industrial or 
other interests of the colony. 

Mr. LESINA: He might s~y straight away 
that he strong:y protested against this system 
of a•sisted immigration which was being carried 
out by the Government. He did not see what 
benefit it was to the great mass of the work­
ing people of this colo_ny, who comprised 85 per 
cent. of the populatiOn. So far the r~sults 
had only been to impose additional taxation on 
the mass of the people, who were already as 
heavily taxed, if not more heavily taxed, as the 
people of any other colony in the group. The 
competition which had resulted from this assisted 
immigration had resulted in a reduction of 
wages in many industries. He would give 
reasons which would convince members that most 
reprehensible means were being used by the 
Agent-General and his satellites in Europe to 
inveigle people to leave comfortable employment 
and comfortable homes in European countries, 
to come out here to do battle with the flies, and 
the sun, and the sin, and the sweat, and the 
sorrow under the rule of the present Govern­
ment. Some of the democratic papers in the 

old country, like Reynolds's Newspaper, have 
been doing their best to discourage the people of 
England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales from 
coming out by publishing facts with regard to 
the number of unemployed and the colony's 
great n'ltional debt, and by publishing the fact 
that Queensland has the biggest national 
debt per head of population of any country 
on the face of God's earth. This fact · had 
scared a good many away. 'l'he fact that 
they had men who we1·e working for lower 
wages ('n the hot tropical plantations than 
even kanakas had also convinced a lot of 
square-headed Irishmen, Englishmen, Welsh­
men, and Scotchmen that Queensland was not 
the glorious country it was cracked up to be in the 
literature issued through the Agent-General's 
Office. "What was this liter:.tture? They had 
in the Agent-G.meral's report reference to the 
fact that advertisements were being inserted in 
the papers, and that leaflets were being smt out 
in half-a-dozen different languages, and in lots 
of 10,000, 5,000, 3,000, and 2,000. These bunches 
were being sent out to the various centres and 
distributed amongst the farming population, 
amongst the population working at the secondary 
industries, and amonget the people generally 
who desired to better their lot. It was set forth 
that Queensland was a perfect paradise-a 
promised land flowing with milk a.nd honey; 
and that if they come here and settle down 
they could get "!and on the most ridiculously 
easy terms, and find constant employment. The 
conditions were so favourable that any man, 
be he Swede, Scandinavian, Englishman, Scotch­
man, Irisbinan, or vV elsbman, could, in the 
course of a few years, drive his buggy and pa,ir, 
and go out with a taJl hat and a suit of broad­
cloth. That was the tenor of the lit·orature he 
had got; and if the Committee would allow him, 
he would read extracts from this beautiful Toze­
rian literature, which would go to prove that the 
Agent-General in the old country was keeping 
up the reputation he earned in this country, and 
which had distinguished him in political life in 
Queensla,nd-the reputation of postponing the 
truth for the purpose of the moment. There 
were three le<:.flets ; and he would quote ex­
tracts from the three to show the kind of 
lies being retailed by the official representative 
of the colony in London for the purpose of 
inducing or inveigling honest citizens, who were 
at present obtaining a fairly decent livelihood 
and who were in fairly decent employment, to 
come out here and compete with the wretched 
bush-workers-the shearers and rouseabouts­
and the men who were working on the sugar 
plantations, and who were being ground down by 
the system of competition which prevailed to 
the lowest level. Leaflet No. 1 affirmed that the 
demand for all classes of agricultural labourers 
and female domestic servants had been very great 
during the past season, and was not only likely to 
continue, but would increase. It also affirmed 
that "both men and wom@n would be at liberty 
to go where they choose and do what they please 
on landing; and that ploughmen and wagoners 
could easily obtain 25s. a week, with board ; 
shepherds and cowmen, 18s. ai1d 20s.," and it 
concluded with the following plausible perora­
tion:-

Those who desire to accept this most favourable 
opportunity for a free passage to the most delightful 
and -progre:<sive of our British colonies, should, to pre­
vent disappointment, lose no time in making up their 
minds, as the concession is liable to be withdrawn at 
any moment. 

Did not that remind hon. members of an adver­
tisement in the Courier or the Telegraph, notify­
ing the sale of a bankrupt stock-" Ladies and 
gentlemen, roll up ; here's the chance of "; lif~­
time ; if you don't grasp it now, if you let It fht 
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paet, it will be gone for ever." Note t.he quack 
nature of these adverti~ements ! Then Mr. 
Rumsey, the Government agent, went on-
Thin~ seriously, decide promplly, and carry out yonr 

resolutwn boldlv. :Bear in mind that. Quee11sland is 
only England over the water, with English people, cus~ 
toms, and religion, but with greater freedom cheaper 
food, and higher wages. ' 

Mr. LEAHY: Have we given that man a rise? 
:iYlr. LESINA: No. 
JI;Ir. LEAHY: Then we ought to. 
Mr. LESINA: An Irishman's rise. Then this 

was issued under the auspices of the Agent­
General's office. It was from a pamphlet 
headed " More people wanted in Queensland " 
and a smaller heading to the effect that the 
Agent-General of Queensland is affording­
farmers, dairymen, market gardener,, orchardists 
and their families freP passages to Queensland 
where they might obtain " freehold homes in ~ 
sunny land." It was illustrated with choice 
views of Canning Downs and Merivale Stations. 
It boasted of "the great demand for farm 
and female labour being the c:rtnse of this 
absolute gift of free paseages by the colonist• 
of Queensland to a few hard-working Briti~h 
people." "The demand for lahour," it 
affirmed, "is kept up by the farm ],;homers of 
to-da.y becoming the farmers of to-morrow and 
in tl~eir turn waiting to hire men, and in th~ case 
of s~ngle ;-vo~1en . through a large proportion 
leavmg their situatwns to get marri' d." "W ao-es 
are high," it shrieked, "land cheap, provisi~ns 
abundant." "A v.orking farmer in Queensland 
actually requires no capital to start on a small 
GovPrnment selection. 1'he first twelve months 
m~y be safely pa"s~d in a tent., the climate is so 
mild, while at odd times a house is being built." 
Here were English citizens brought from the 
old country under this sp· cious false pretence 
that they would require no capital. It was said 
that for twelve months they could live in a tent 
and at odd times, when they were not fencirw o;. 
clearing their selections, of which many hon. 
membeJs had had a painful exp,erience, they 
could put up a wattle and dab humpy or a. lean­
to ,of so~n:- descriptiPn. ]'ancy the audacity of a 
paid offimal of Queenslanrl trying to deceive the 
peopfe ,,f Eng~and by saying that they would 
reqmre no capital tn go on a selection! It was 
for these lif'o that. the people of the colony and 
the hon. members sit.ting in the Chamber were 
taxed.to the tune of £27,000 for passage money 
to brwg the"e people out under the"' false 
pretences. \Vas it any W<·nrler that one 
of the "Duke of Portland's" irnmigrants 
recently committed suicide by throwing himsdf 
into the river? The.•e fact." should ~o to the 
people in the old country, and if they did not 
go through Hansm·d they would p;o in some other 
way, !tnd l~t them lmow that these paid liars 
were mducmg these ]'eople to leave their com­
fortable homes and billets to come out he1 e under 
these false pretr·ncPs. At any rate, it was just 
as well that one m•·mber repreFenting a working 
man's con&titueney should stand up and hurl 
these facts in the teeth of the Government­
facts which they were only anxious to blink and 
which had been blinked too long. ' 

Mr. LEAHY : Ben Tiilett would not say that. 
Mr. LESlNA: It wail a ecandai and a dis­

gnce. In juxtaposition to all this he would 
rf'ad an extract from the report of the Labour 
Bureau, an imtitution for which tl1ey would 
shortly be aoked to vote a large sum of money-

Ill some of the Northern Hlgar districts k1makas were 
demanding 16s. and 17s. a. week and tucker, and re­
fusing to work for less. Yet the report of the Govern­
tnent L=:tbou.r Bureau ju~t p~blished, quoted white men 
as offering, 1n eaPh of th~ Iollowlng classes of labour, 
to work at from los. to H::s. a week and found, viz.:­
.Ax.emenl busbmen., butchers' assistants, cooks {men), 

dairymen, engine~drivers, farm labourers, fencers, fire­
wood~cutters, gardeners, grooms, handy men, horse­
drivers, hal'Ve!<)ters, teamsters, and plantation hands. 
In the Northern plantations kanakas had struck 
and would not w"rk for His., and they were 
inveiglin~; men from the old country to come 
and work for wages that th& kanakas would not 
work for. They have the effrontery to do that, 
and then hon. m•·mhers were expected to vote 
thia additional £27,000 for imnrigration! Then 
he noticed in the TreHsnrer's statement this sen­
tence, which should also go before the people­
" That the pros peril y of our own people is the 
greatest indncement." If men wue willing to 
work for 10s. or liis. a week, could we 
honestly and conscientiously ask workmen from 
England, Ireland, and Scotland to con1e and 
work here, and accept wages which even 
kanaka.s refused? It was scandalous! The 
Premier had explained that 47 per cent. of 
those who came here were Irishmen. Why ? 
It was largely due to the fact that prosperity "in 
Ireland was not so marked as in England; and 
they felt that rtny change must be a change for 
the better. That was the reason why Irishmen 
were going to America, Canada, Capetown, and 
the colonies-to se"lr a livelihood which they 
were not p.~rmitted to earn in their own country. 
It was the misrule of that unfortunate conntry 
during the last fifty yee,rs that had reduced its 
population from 8,000,000 to 4,000,000. It was 
on account of the curse of English landlordism 
and English mi•government. A conference had 
been held recently at Plymouth-a trades' union 
congreRs--which was attended by delegates 
representing hundreds of thousands of trade 
unionists in various parts of the country. A 
home newspaper sa) s :-

rrhe leading spirits of the Trade Union Congress, 
which met at Plymouth on Monday, even concede that 
trade was never better than it now IS, and assuredly 
one could not find more reliable testimony than this, 
for ir business were bad the union leaders would 
quickly announce the fact. On the contrary, everyone 
is said to be making money. ·workshopo.::. and fa0tories 
are so rrowded with orders that work is being sent 
abroad to be done by our foreign competitors. The 
coal and iron trades are booming. Shipbuilding yards 
are crowded with ships. 1~ven tbe British farmer, 
who is an object of solicitude for many politician~. 
is reaping an abundant llarvest. and if rain comes 
soon to save his root crops, he will probably soon 
forget his past distresses. A well~informed news­
paper man attending the Trade "Gnion Congress 
says : "IJ.'he congn'*S meets in the midst of what 
is proballly the greate.'4t boom in trade that this 
country has ever seen. ~very delegate you speak to 
tells of constant employm(•nt and high wages. tSo great 
is the demand for labour that all diRputes are settling 
themselve..; in the most comf0rtable fashion. 'rhe 
Derbytshire m1ners have not a single uneml'loyed man 
on theh· books. rrhe textile trades are just as busy as 
the min~rs, while the iron trades are working overtime 
in all directions. The building tradE.:s meet the same 
condition." 
Could the miners of Queensland say that ? Could 
the Government suy that there were any 
unemployed miners in Queensland? Yet the 
Derbyohire miners could say that there was not 
a wlitary unemployed minPr in the industry 
there. It was a crying shame that this sort of 
thiug was permitted to be done, considering such 
an enormous sum of money was voted in this 
connection. He would tell hem. members what 
hap)Jened to these men when they came out 
here. J!'irst there was the case reported in the 
Courier, about the second week of l~st .July, of a 
State-assisted immigrant who came out on board 
the "Duke of Argy lP." That man's body "as 
picker] up in the river. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR Pt:BLIC LANIJS: There 
are a good mnny picked up in the Thames, too. 

Mr. LESINA: That was true. That man 
stated on one occasion that if he wa• not Ruccess­
ful in g<>tting employment he would tie a stone 
round his neck and throw himself into the river. 
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He was brought out at the expense of the people 
of Queensland ; he was put into the Labour 
Bureau, and after a time he was turned out and 
lost, just as a man might turn out and lose a 
useless canine. That was another victim to the 
system of State-aided immigration. Then there 
were the men who came out in the "Duke of 
Portland." A certain benevolent member of the 
Legislative Assembly, who would prr,bably vote 
for that immense sum of money to bring out 
cheitp labour from Great Britain to stock his 
farm with them, got a whole family off that 
vessel. What did he give them a week? The 
father and three able-bodied sons had to work 
ten hours a day for a lump sum of 32s. per week, 
with rations consisting of 20 lb. finur, 4 lb. sugar, 
lib. tea, 20 !h. meat, and an odd tin of condensed 
milk. A number of others had been engaged to 
work on plantations and farms at wages ranging 
from 12s. 6d. to 15B. a week, and ploughmen at 
18s. a week. That was the inducement offered 
to men to emigrate from England, lured by 
silvery-tongued orators like Ben·Tillett, assisted 
by a limelight exhibition, and with the Agent­
General in the chair-lured by all sorts of 
specially cooked statistics, such as that they 
would obtain a freehold farm of from 160 to 240 
acres for 2s. 6d. an acre, payable in yearly 
instalments of 3rl. an acre, and extending over 
a period of ten years. That is another story told 
by this pamphlet. He had one final word to say 
about the Scandinavian immigrants that the 
".IJnke of Portland" emptied on the banks of our 
beautiful river, and engaged to work at various 
occupations at miserably low wages. Some of 
them, after vainly seeking for employment, called 
in at the Worker office, and we~e interviewed 
by the editor of that paper. That interview 
was published; it had been sent home, and would 
very probably go the round of the Scandinavian 
Press, and prevent other Scandinavians from 
being seduced into coming to Queensland under 
the conditions which brought those now he,e. 
Since their arrival they said they had only had 
three weeks' work, and now they felt like out­
casts in a strange land. Questioned as to their 
reasons for leaving Norway, they said it was 
not because they could not get work ; on the 
contrary, there was plenty of it to be had there. 
Bnt they were led to believe that Queensland 
was a c"untry in which money could be made 
very quickly. That inducement, with a free 
passage, was the reason which brought them 
here. Unlike Qneensland, they said that in 
Norway a man need not go long unemployed, 
and when he got work it was steady, and wages 
compared favourably with what was paid for 
spasmodic work here. The agricultural labourer 
was paid from £20 to £25 per year and found in 
Norway, and servant girls received 15s. per 
month. Their food was good, and the places 
provided for them to sleep in were far better 
than employers provided in Queensland. Alto­
gether, everyone who worked for wages in 
Norway had the comforts of a home, but all 
that was different in this country. Neither of 
the two immigrants had ever worked on a farm. 
They said they were never questioned on the 
subject before they left Norway or England, 
and that there was no trouble in getting a free 
passage ont. They were spending the taxpayers' 
money in bringing out men ignorant of the 
language of the country, who never saw a farm, 
and who never even pretended that they were 
Scandinavian farmers, to develop that particnlar 
industry iu Queensland. Those men were never 
even qnestioned on the subject. They were 
"shanghied" into coming out, and the men who 
"shanghied" them got 10s. 6d. per scalp. The 
interviewer in the W01·ker went on to sa:r-

They related the experiences which others of their 
shipmates have had since Jandin6 in Queensland, and 

from what they heard several of the girls say they were 
inclined to believe that a certain private labour b>lreau 
in Queensland was making a good harve:::-t out of the 
fees wrung from girls in search of employment. Also. 
that someone not unconnected with the immigration 
offices-in England was very likely co-operating with the 
particular labour bureau to exploio the pockets of the 
immigrant girls. Altogether, they said that the immi­
gration system of Queensland was a eruel fraud on 
honest people in other countries who, like them, may 
be deceitfully induced to break up comfortable homes 
to come out to a countrv in which there is no better 
wages, less work, and wors~e conditions of life and treat­
ment. 
Facts of that kind should induce people iu the 
old country, when made known to them, should 
warn people not to trust the specious statements 
of immigration agents and the specially cooked 
acconnts of the colony that were sent to the 
United Kingdom. Again, the Hon. Genrge 
Thorn, d•1ring the federation debate, pointed out 
that he knew of a sawmill in Victoria at which, 
out of twenty-two men employed, eighteen had 
come to Australia at the expense of the Qneens­
land taxpayers. The Qneensland taxpayers had 
brought those eighteen men out at a large 
expense, and had received nothing whatever in 
retnrn. How long was snch a system to con­
tinue? It was doing harm, not only to the 
conntrv but to the wretched people who were 
being induced to break up comfortable homes, 
and sever home asRociations and risk their 
chances of employment in a country with such 
a Government as Queensland had. If the Go­
vernment was any kind of a Government he 
would not mind. If it had a character worth 
defending; if the peop!e who came ou_t could 
recognise the fact that they were commg to a 
ouumry where there ~a~ a l.iberal system of 
government, wher0 polttwal rrghts were more 
easily obtained than in the old land, and where 
the chances of employment were better, he would 
hold ont the right hand of fellowship to them. 
But that was impossible under the present 
system, and he for one entere~ his protes_t 
against it not only on behalf of his own consti· 
tuents bu't on behalf of those people in the old 
world' who were finding out that when they 
came to Queensland to make their homes they 
were n1aking a Inm;t ~rievous error. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. D. H. .IJalrymple, Maekay) 

[8"30 p.m.] would have been a little more con-
vinced by t.he hon. member if he had 

not wound up his speech in such an extraordinary 
manner, by admitting in fact that the whole of 
his speech was unnecessary. He came to the 
conclusion finally that he wonld welcome people 
from the old conntry in spite of the fact that they 
would be ruined when they came, or would rum 
others, always provided that we had another 
Government. That was the burden of the hon, 
member's song, and apparently it was a~! a 
political tronble. The hon. member advertised 
himself for about an hour at the expense of the 
unfortunate persons in the gallery, but after all 
what he chiefly aimed at was a change of Govern­
ment. 

Mr. DAWSON: Tell us something about the 
immigration vote. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
When the hon. member wanted to make a speech 
he could make his own. 

Mr. DAWSON: You are out of order. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Then why did not the hot;. genHeman call his 
friPnd and colleague and assistant leader to order? 
The hon. member for Clermunt was apparently 
the leader of the House, if they were to judge by 
the amount of time he occnpied and the promi­
nence he assumed in debate. He had been 
talking for about an hour on various topics. 

Mr. DAWSON: On the immigration vote, 
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The SECRE'TARYFOl{ PUBLIC LANDS: 
On the immigration vote ostensibly. He was 
only following the hon. member, and the moment 
he endeavoured to refute 'ome of the bon. 
member's falla(·ies the leader of the ONJosition 
discovered that he was out of order. Fair play 
was a jewel. The hon, rw-mber could st,eak 
when he was done, but he did not eee wby he 
should want to interfere with him except he 
believed that all that had been said by the hon. 
member was merely froth, ag he shnuld t·ndPavour 
to show. From the hon. mpmber's arguments 
and those of his friendo, it would appear that 
the ideal colony would be a colony with only one 
person in it, and that the moment a second 
person came along then there was competitJon 
and ruin, but thPy never thought that the 
moment others came alot1g they added to 
the wealth of the colony. The bon. nlEmber 
quoted from a pamphlet containing an obvious 
platitude-that the n.an who corrHs here as a 
labourer has an ultimate chance of becoming an 
employer of labour. That we~s a fact, and there 
was nothing extraordinary about it.· \V hen he 
and other hon. members came here they were all 
labourers of a sort, in the sense that they had to 
earn their living. No doubt a certain number of 
):kople were a! ways suceessful. \Vhere would 
they find in any part of the world that everyone 
was successful? The hon. member said it was 
madness for people to cnme here. Did not his 
father come here ? Did he not C<'me here him­
self from New South \Vales? Why did he 
come? He was not lured here by an immigra­
tion agent. There were no end ol per•ple here 
because they came from New South Wales 
and other colonies, and as a matter of fact 
there was no colony in the Australian group, 
not excepting New· Zealand, where the popula­
tion got so many accessions from the nPigh­
bouring col<onies. What did that go to show? 
It seemed to him to show that this colony was 
fairly prosperous. Generally speaking it was 
assumed that in a country such as this, where 
the population was spars<', and where there was 
an enormous amuunt of HUperior land, there were 
more opening,, than in a den<ely populutPd 
bountry. That Wits true of America, and it was 
true of Queensland and the other colonies. If 
that was so it was not unreasonable to tt!l the 
people at h<•me that certain things were; that 
wag~s were-so-and-so; that lar•d was so·and-so, 
and rt wae perfectly true that a mun under certain 
con:Jitions could nbta.in 160 acres and ll'''t five 
years in wUch to P"Y for it. lt was fair to 
assume thnt the great majority of people in 
Europe could never hope to become landnwners; 
but there were a great many ~·eople with that 
ambition: Perhaps they attached too much 
value tort, but the idea th~tt a day might come 
when they would be their own lnndlords was 
dis·inctly attractive ~o them. Why, there­
fore, snould ~he colony s agents not say that land 
could be bought .lt a certain price? It did nnt 
follow that because people came to this colony 
from Europe or the other colonies that they must 
be snccessful, but he was prepa1 ed to assert that 
the chances of a man who had nothing but his 
strong arm and naturo.l intelligence~. becoming 
prosperous in tbi" country were infinitely greater 
than they would be in adenselypopulated country. 
That was w ~y t !J.., more' nterprising J-•eople came 
here, and rt was the most. enterprising who 
listened to the leeturers at home. But a grpat 
many on the other hand did not come here. The 
hon. member pictured the lamentable state of 
things that was going to be brought about bv 
some few people coming here from the other end 
of the world; tl,at they were going to compete in 
the labour market alHl ruin the men who wanted 
employment here. .That was one picture, but 
the hon. member, wrth a conveniently forgetful 

m~mory, or an inar,iJity to square one side of his 
opinion• with another, said, "Look at the 
United Kingdom, see what a wor;derfully pros­
perous conn1 ry it is ; wuges are higher there than 
they are here, employment is exceedingly plen­
tiful, and not. une tmernploycd m•n is to bH 
fmmd within 1 he circle of a great trades unkn." 
But in 01dcr to bring about more prosperity in 
that wm•derfully prosperous land the hon, mem­
bet· would, according to his argument, export 
nine-tenths uf the J•eople. Now, the Umted 
Kingdom had 40,000,000. of pe,.ple, and its 
wLole area wa• only one-srxlh that of Queens­
land, but according to the !ton. member's own 
argument there ought nnt to be <•ne man who 
was not a pauper. According to him they ought 
all to be competing against one another, and 
eventu"lly btcorne btggars. If he said that 
hy bringing more peuple here the country 
was going to be ruined, then in the United 

.Kingdom, which was overwhelmed with popu­
lation, everyone must be in a state of semi­
starvation. Let the hon. member explain that, 
and ad .. pt one conclusion or the other. The 
hon. member also compbined that we were 
heavily in debt-t.he most h~avily ta:x;ed peo:ple 
in the world. \Vhat was Ins concluswn? 1\ ot 
that more people should be brought here in 
order to help to bear the burden, and gradu­
ally diminish it. That would be the conclu­
sion of any rational jJBrson ; but he wanted the 
small handful of peo!Jle already here to con­
tinue to bear the burden. If che colony owed 
£60 a head of the population, one would think 
that if the population were doubled the debt 
VI ould diminish to .£30 a head, and if it were 
quadrupled the debt would l'ecome a mere 
bagatelle. Yet, instead of the hon. member 
trying to seek for a solution of the overburdened 
state of the colony by adding to tbe population, 
he was prepared to keep as many people as he 
could away from the colony. 

Mr. LEfllNA: When you fetch the1n here they 
will not stay. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He admitted that they could leave agein, but 
seeing that. more came from the adjoining colo­
nies than went away it m'ght fairly be a>snmed 
that this colm.y was con,idered to a certain 
extent attractive, and be ventured to s"y that 
there were no pe<•ple so well able tu judge of 
that as those who had lived in the adjoin­
ing colot1ies under exactly sirnilar condilions. 
He really c• uld not congratulate the hon, mem­
ber upnr; the coherency of what he said, as one 
part of his speech ent1rely destroyed the effect 
of another port. The pollcy of the CP!ony for a 
considerable time had been to assist inm,igration 
to a very small extent. Practically, a!J it came 
to "as to endea.vour to put Queensland on a level 
with other at,tractive fields for immigration in 
the world. On tbe Govermr:~nt eid:- they did 
not believe that it was an ir,jurious thing to secure 
abrgepopubtion. They would prefer to get people 
who were able to pay their own pas~ages, but 
there wa$ men·ly a little lightening 0f the cost, 
so that a man was not rompelled by his want 
of means to go to America, where be could get 
for £3, or perhapH to Suuth Africa hy-and-by, 
where he would bf· able to get for m:.ch less 
than he could get to Queensland. There were 
thouse.nds of deserving men in the United 
Kingdom who would be a pos;tive acquisition to 
Queensland, but wltn had not the means to come. 
\Vb~y should they shut Them out, or drive them 
to the Unit' d States of Ametica. or some other 
place? It was tJOt long ago that the United 
States endeavcured to at.tract immigration, and 
they succeeded. He would ask the late leader of 
the Oppusition whether at some time in his life 
he had not passed under review the various parts 



Supply. t7 NOVEMBER.] Supply. 841 

of the worlrl whiCh held out better chances for 
the future then the old country? 

Mr. GLASREY : Perfectly true. I did that 
when I was nineteen years of nge. 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC LAXDS: 
So harl he, and there we re thousands of others who 
had done tne same. The hon. member was not the 
worst kind of colonist on that accounL. There 
were thousands of people in the U nitcd Kingdom 
whom he would be glad to see coming to Queens­
land, and he might say the same of some parts of 
Europe. He w"s perfectly pre1•ared to welcome 
them, whether thPy were Scandinavian,, or. in 
some cases, Ita!ian,;-he had known some v'ery 
good Italians who had come here. Th-.•y might 
fairly assume that th0re were thousands of 
people in the United Kingdom "ho were look­
ing around, as prudent men--perhavs not only 
desirous of doing better for themselves, but 
hoping that in the di,tant future th<lir children 
would have a better pro>'pect in a thinly settled 
country than they would if they remained then·. 

Mr. GLASSEY: That is exacL!y what broughG 
me out to this c•mntry. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANJ JS: 
Just so. There were thous.tnds of people who 
had been induced to come through precisely the 
same process of rea.soning- ; but, unless' they 
lessened the cost of the passage, those p> ople 
would not come to Queensland at all, and that 
was what the Government were d<•ing. It wa' 
a perfectly rational policy. As to w bat the hon. 
member said about silv,~r-to .gued orators, the 
hon. member was quite satisfied with Mr. 
Benjamin Ti!Jett a short time ago. 

Mr. LESINA: Never. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Mr. Benjamin T1llett ha.d apparent.!y become 
discredited because he happened to contradict 
what the hon. member wished to have believed. 
If Mr. Benjamin Tillett was credible twdve 
months a~o, when he was a tru,-ted friend and 
colleaglle.of the extreme Labour section--

Mr. Gr,ASSEY: He is still. 
Mr. LESINA: Not on the immigration quef"tion. 
Mr. GLASSEY: I certainly regard him. as a 

very eminent Labour man. 
Mr. LESI:\'A: He wa• only five days in the 

colony. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANJJS: 

At any rate, he could Rafely place Mr. Tillett's 
opinion again,,t that; of the hon. member for 
Clermont, and it would carry a vast deal more 
weight than anythi1•g that had been said by 
hon. members on the ocher side. 

Mr. LESINA: Would you say that if he attacked 
your immigration policy? 

Mr. GLASSEY: As moet hon. members 
were anxions to finish the Chief Secretary's 
Estimatf s in order to get on with the Elec­
tions Bill, which was of more importance, he 
would not say mr.ch on the question. He had 
listened with a great dHt! of attention to what 
the bon. member for Clermont had said, and he 
had n!Ro read what bad been said with rq,;ard 
to Mr. Ben. Till<:' t's appointment on a former 
occa,ion, and regrt tted some of the statements 
that had been marle. He was sure the hon. 
member for Clermont would p:trdon him if he 
said that considering the splendid service• ren­
dered in the past to the came of labour and 
humanity throughnnt the world by Mr. Ben. 
Tillett, considering the elevated position he fillHI, 
and his absolute honesty and intc'grity, he 
certainly did not <leserve the strictures wLich 
had been passed upon him in that Chamber. He 
had not read any account of ]'vir. Ben 'I'illett's 
lectures, but he ventured to oay from his know­
ledge of Mr. Tillett that bis appointment did 
credit to the Agent-General's head and to his heart. 

Sir Horace Tozer knew that Mr. Tillett was not 
a mere hireling lecturer, who would say what 
would please the Agent-Genpral and the colony. 
Mr. Tillett had a perfectly free hn.nd. It was 
not for the few paltry pounds he got that Mr. 
Tillett undertook the work. He believed that 
altogether he had only rect·ived something like 
£70 for delivering a course of eleven lectures, out 
of which he had topayhisown travellingexpemes, 
to vay for balls, for bills, and for all the other 
expenses which were incidental to the delivering 
of his lectures. It would not pay him. More­
over, in his letter in reply to some of the criticisms 
pahed upon him by hnn. members, Mr. Tillett 
said that he was merely lecturing upon the 
colony as he found it-upon its pen~•le, and its 
condition. \Vhen he was in Queenoland he was 
enabled to visit different parts of the colony 
through the conce;;sions which were mane tu him 
b:v tlw heads of the Railway Department, as a 
distinguished visitor. In the letter to which he 
had alluded, Mr. Tillett merely mentioned the 
subjects he discussed. He would take the liberty 
of reading a paragraph from a letter by Mr. 
Tillett in the TVorke>· of the 28th of October, to 
show what Mr. Tillett had been lecturing upon 
in England. Mr. Tillett said-

1 have not advocated emigration, but have lectured 
on Queensland and her resources without reference to 
emigration. merely stating the policy of the Govern~ 
ment, its fra.nehise, parties (parliamentary), its indus­
tries, its people, the races living there, with a"' rough 
notion given of the vicissitudes of life. 

Surely that did not justify the strictures which 
had been passe.d upon that gentlBman. At the 
same time, he must say that the quest ion of 
immigra•ion wanted careful handling, and that 
unles' thE>re was room for the absorption of any 
peoule brought here, whether they were farm 
hLc;urers or domestic servants, or any other class, 
thev should not be induced to come to Queens­
land. 

l\lr. BRIDGES (Nundah) supposed that the 
reason why hon. members opposite were in such 
a. hurry to get that vnte through wa.s that they 
wanted to get to the bunch of carrots which 
was ahead. It seemed to be the general 
opinion of hon. membc•rs that they should bring 
farm labourers and servant girls to the colony, 
but why should tho;e classes be singled <>Ut as 
desirable per;;ons to bring to Queensland? If 
they talked about bringing out pHsons who 
would compete with miners and tradesmen 
receiving their 10s, a day there was a great noise 
all round the Committee, and he thought they 
should wait until farm labourers were getting 
S<)rnething like the wages paid to miners and 
others before they proposed to introduce other 
farm labonrers to compete with them. But it 
appeared that if farmers could not g-et lah,urt rs 
sufficient at 4s. a day they were to send home 
and bring out shiploads of f:1rtn labourers. 

Mr. JENKINSON: What about the risk and 
difficulty in mining-? 

Mr. BRIDGES: There was quite as much 
rbk in connection with farming as there was in 
mining. '\Vith regard to domestic sen-ants he 
held that no matter how many servant girls 
they brought to the colony a great many of 
them would find their way into factories and 
other place' where the work was not quite so 
hard, and where they were not so much tied in 
the evening as they would be as domestic 
>ervants. It was no use trying to regulate those 
thingo in the way proposed. 'l'hey should 
rather give their attention to bringing out a good 
class of people who had grit in them, not 
minding whether they were farm labourers or 
anything eloe, and they would find plenty of 
work here even if they had to start at 4s. a day. 
He objected, however, to everyone seeming to 
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agree that they should bring out farm labourers, 
even if they brought rlowu the wages of those 
labourers to 2s. or 1s. 6d. a day. 

Question put and passed. 

QUARANTINE. 
The PREMU~R moved that thA sum of £788 

he granted to defmy the expenses of quarantir,e. 
That vote showed a decrease of £850 on account of 
the medical superintendents nt Thursday Island, 
Townsville, and Rockhampton being transferred 
to the Home Secretary's Department. Other­
wise the vote was identical with what it waR last 
year. 

Question put and passed. 

STEAMERS'' LUOINDA" AND ''MINER." 

The PREMIER moved that the sum of 
£4,312 be granted to defray the expenses of the 
:;:;tearr1ers " Lucinda" and "JYiiner. n 'fhere was 
an increase of £272 in that Estimn.te caused 
wholly hy incn1:t-e' to the chief officer of the 
"Lucinda" from £96 to £120, the leading seaman 
from £84 to £96, the steward frnm £96 to £108 ; 
to increases in the pay of the master of the 
"Miner" from £168 to £180, and in the pay of 
two seamen from £60 to £72; and to an incrertRe 
in the contingencies for repairR and overhaul of 
£200. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Burkf') moved th<e reduction 
of the vote by £1,188, the amount 

[9 ]3.m.] for the steamer "Lucinda." He did 
not think thA t11xpayers' money 

should he spent t•> pay for the "Lucinda," which 
was employed for nothing else but to buy 
support for the Government in the Southern J;art 
of the colony. 

An:cndment p•1t and negatived ; and original 
qnestF>n put and passed. 

i\!ISC!i:LLANEOUS Sll!\VICES (SUBDIVISION). 
The PREMIER moved that £17,535 begrantecl 

for miscellaneous services ("nbdivision). It w.mld 
l•e observed that the increa,es consi,ted of £8,000 
for the expenct•R of the federal referendum; 
an i'lcrea'e from £750 to £900 for J<~uropc·m 
tel"grams, the amount last year havincr proved 
insufficient; £1,000 for the Queensland National 
Art Gallery, previously included in the vote for 
miscellaneous RerviceB, Hnrne Secretary's De­
t•artment; £100 for the Art Societv also in­
cluded previously in the "ame votA; .£5o for the 
Hoyal Geographical Societ.y of AustralaBia; 
£50 for the Royal Society of Queen Bland ; £200 
for conditional endowments to Roval and 
Geographical Societies, at the rate of £1 for 
every £1 Bnbscribed up to £100; £1 000 as a 
gLnt .i'! aid of the proposed Antarctic ~xploring 
expeditiOn. 

Mr. BROWNE : Is that the expedition that is 
there now? 

The PHE:YHER: No. It wos an expedition 
on a much largEr scale, and which had not yet 
started. A large ftmount had betn subscribed 
by the Royal Geographical Society and other 
socie~ies at home to sub,idi:<e the expedition, 
and 1t wa" expected that the rf\\Ults of the 
expedition would be of coneiderable scientific 
value. 'rhere was a sum of £1 000 for the 
Governnwnt Printing c .. mmhsion', and £1,000 
for the Police II.quiry Comrni,sion. vYith 
regard to the £3,000 required for incidental 
and miscellaneous expensea, when the Chief 
Secretary's Department was established last 
year on its preRent basis under his pre­
decessor there was a divieion, and the 
appropriation for the incid<·ntcll and miscella­
neous expen,es, the sum of £2,000 was put down, 
but was founcl to be insufficient. The depart­
nlent;t.l exrwn~es in connection with newRpapen;:, 
petty CaHh, stamp·•, etc., amounted to .£760; 
expenses connected with Premier"' visite-his 

predecessor and himself-for the twelve months 
amounted to £585 ; expenses of entertaining 
visitors, £697; funeral of the late Premier, £265; 
Federal Council, £389. The total amount ex­
pended last year was £2,837, so that the £2,000 
voted was in,ufficient. 

Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bap) asked for in­
formation with regard to the item of £1,000 for 
the public library of Queensland~ He could not 
find any information as to the £1,000 voted last 
year having lapsed. 
. Tbe PRE:\ilER: He wa~ informed that the 

full amount was expended last year in books. 
1\fr. JENKINSON: Are there no salaries in c<m­

nection with it also? 
The PREMIER: The only expense in the 

shape of sai11ry was 10;, a day for a elerk to look 
after the catalogue. 

Mr. JE::'iTKIN80N suppo•ed the hon. gentle­
man could give no further information than he 
had given in answer to a que•tinn as to when it 
was likely that the library would be open to the 
public. There had been a good many inquiries 
from the outside districts as to when the library 
would he open, and people were anxiously looking 
forward to the time when they would be able to 
nse it. Ht> hardly thought thac there had been 
the expedition there might have been in getting 
it ready for use. 

The PREMIER understood that the contents 
of the Museum would be removed within the 
nexc siK weeks, but he presumed it would be well 
on to the beginning of the year before the place 
coulrl he opened as a pnblic library as some time 
would be occupied iu placing the hooks in 
position and fitting the shelves. 

Mr. JENKINSON: His reason for asking 
was that he noticed that only the same amount 
was askedforthisyear as last, though it would pro­
bably take much more to run the library after it 
was opened. 

The PRBMIER: Did he un<lerstand the hon. 
member to object that the provi,ion for thi" year 
waR not sufficient. 

Mr. JE!:\KINSON: Exactly, yes. 
The PitEMIER: He took it that £1,000 

would be expended in the pmchase of b<:oks and 
would not cover the expenditure on fittings, 
which would be found by the Works Depart­
ment. 

Mr. JENKINSON : And salaries al•o, th11t is 
what I refer to more than anything ~~~e. 

The PREMIER pointed out that prob;;bly 
not more than six months' provision for salaries 
would be required, and no doubt the trustees 
WGu'<i c~trry ont their arrangen1ents in th ,~rt 
respect as ecnnnmically as possible. 

Mr. LRSIN A : There was an item there of 
£185 for the Imperial Institute. He had seen in 
smne of the pn.wrs that the institute was dead 
or gone bung or insolvent, or that the bailiffs had 
got into it. vVhat benefit would they get from 
the expendit-ure of that £185? 

The PREMIER: The institute was undoubt­
edly being c~rried on under a l;H'W arra;nge!nent, 
but the other colonies were st11l contnhutmg to 
it as well as Queensland upon an a]Jprnximate 
population basis, nnd for the sake of .£185 it 
would he rather undignified in the meantime for 
Queensland to withdraw. 

Mr. JENKINSON asked whecher the Hem of 
£8,000 represented the whole cost of taking the 
federation referendum? 

The PREMIER: He believed it would he 
found to be rather an over-estimate. So far, the 
vouchers received represeuted a sum nf £f>, 732. 
There were other vouchers still to come in, but 
he \Vas in hope that a considerable amount of the 
£8,000 would lapee. The Auditor-General 
would see that nothing was paid that was not 
certified to by vouchers. 
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Mr. JENKINSON : The hon, gentleman had 
mE>ntioned a sum of some £700 as expenses 
incurred in connection with visitor•. 'That was 
very vague. He bad no recollection of any dis­
tinguished visitors coming that would account 
for that expense, and perhaps t be hon. gentle­
man would give wme explanation ofi t. 

The PREMIER: The amount covered the 
expense of entertaining the Admiral, Mr. Lindon 
Bates, the wool-buyers, and others. 

Mr. ,T ENKINSON : I' he wool-buyers? 
'rhe l'REMil'R : Yes, those who attended the 

first wool sales held in Brisbane had been enter­
tained on board the "Lucinda." It was hospi­
tality shown to the people who came here to open 
up a trade which was assuming very large dimen­
sions. 

Mr. LESIN A : This was a most remarkable 
revelation. Public money was allowed to go 
through there in a most peculiar fa,hion, bee 'U>e 
hon. member" were not sufficiently watch-dogs 
in the interests of the public. Hundreds of 
thousands of pounds were passed through there 
for incidentals and unauthorised expenditure uf 
that character. The only hold they had was 
their hold on the purse strings, but if they were 
to spend money like that, they might just as well 
shut up the slwp and go home. On wool-buyers, 
men who had come here to make money, they 
had been spenrling money, champagning them, 
and boozing- them up, and taking them down on 
the "Lncinda," and he could not get £1,000 for 
a waterworks fnr Clennont, where the people 
were drinking water that w>ts thick. That was 
a scandalous way of carrying on the government 
of the country, and he entered hi- Btrcmg protest. 

Mr . .J. HAMILTON recollected some time 
ago members on the other side objected to 
the Government refusing fne passes to people 
who came from South Australia to take up land. 
The visit of those wool-buyers had been of great 
benefit to the colony, and would be of benefit 
especially to small selectors who could not afford 
to wait for their returns so long as the large 
squar.ters. As a result of the encouragement of 
those wool-buyers, many hundreds of thousands 
of pounds would be spent in the colony that 
would otherwise be spent in Sydney. Jt had 
been the n1eans <tlso of giving a g-reat deal of 
extra work to carriers and others in Brisbane, 
and if it was de,irable to encour"ge men who 
wi"hed to settle on the land by giving them free 
pas,es, it was equally desirable to give some 
encouragement to men who had done so much to 
beuefit the colony. 

Mr. BRIDGECS afiked for some explanation of 
the vote of £1,000 in aid of the propo.,ed Antartic 
expltiring expedition. 

The PREMIER: Hon. gentlemen must be 
aware tba.t a very large sum of money had been 
subscribed towards the fund which was being 
raised by the Royal Geographical Society-and 
it was being very largely suh~idi,ed by the 
Imperial Government-for fitting out a very 
large expedition to explore the Antarctic Circle. 
It was expected it woul<l result in the ascertain­
ing of certain scientific facts which were as yet 
somewhat in the clouds; an cl considering the 
geographical position of Queensland in the 
southern hemi,phere, this money might fairly 
be voted in the interests of science, especi,•lly as 
Great Britain had taken it up to such a large 
extent, and scientists in all parts of the world 
were deeply interesttd in the result. He 
belit ved the Antarctic Circle was about the 
only portion of the globe which bad not bren 
explored. 

Mr .• JENKI:s'SON: '\Vhen will this expedition 
start? 

The PREMIER: This money, if P''"'ed, 
would be sent home to the Royal Geographical 
Society. He could not gh e any information as 

to when the expedition would start, but they 
were keenly engaged at home in providing the 
nece>sary equipment. 

Mr. BRIDGES: There was some donbt as to 
whether the Police Commission was likely to 
travel North. 

Mr. DA WSON: Thi8 is not on this vote. 
Mr. BRIDGES: Yes, it was. 
Mr. DAWSON: It is on the Home Secretary's 

Estimates. 
Mr. BRIDGES: This was a matter he was 

interested in. 
Mr. DAWSON: So am I. 
Mr. BRIDGES: If hon. members interrupted 

it would take him longer to get a reply to his 
quectiun. He ahould not ask the question­
there would not be any need for him to do so­
only that hon. members on the other side were 
getting tired, and things were slipping through 
in rather a hasty manner, and next week they 
would be wondering how they came to vote such 
a large sum of money in a few minutes as they 
had done this evening. He should like to know 
whether it was the intention of the Government 
to allow the Police Commission tu travel. 

'The PREMIER : He had already informed 
the Committee, and he now repeated the state­
ment, that the Police Commission had fnll 
powers, if they chose to exercise them, to travel. 
He had told them-in fact, he had suggested­
that they should appoint a sub-committee if the 
whole of the members did not choose to go 
North, and the Government would give them 
enry facility to visit Rockhampton and Towns­
vil'e if they deemed it necessary to do so. Up 
till the present they had made no sign. They 
ha<l asked for an extension of time to send in 
their report, and that time would expire on the 
30th of this month. If by that time they had 
not matie up their mind to travel, they would 
have to send in their report. 

Mr'. J. HAMILTON: In connection with 
that--

Mr. DAWSON: \Vhat g-ame is this? 
Mr. J. HA~IILTON: Frequently, in fact, 

night after ni~ht., the Labour party had sat up 
till 12, 1, 2, and 3 o'clock in the morning, keep­
ing the reporters and everyone else out of their 
bed,, saying practically 11oth!ng-each man 
repeating what the other had ,aH! almost word 

"for word. They thought n0thing of eig·ht hours 
for the JJansa1·d men or anybody eloe so long as 
it satisfied their vanity to see their sperches in 
print. But when a sin'(le member on this asked 
"pertinent question they objected. No one was 
to say anything except members on the other 
side. A chargp. had been made against one 
nan1ber of the Cornmi.-.•,ion, Mr. Utm,ack, and 
it was made in that Chamber-a place where he 
could not reply-that he was failing in his duty 
to see justice done, because he did not wi~h to 
qo all round the country, as it would take 
him away from his business. He (Mr. Hamilton) 
met that gentleman in the street the other day, 
and he told him it was a deliberate untruth ; 
that he had said nothing of the sort. He said 
the matter had been brought before the members 
of the Commission, hut he reallv did not. think it 
was necessary to travel all arour;d the North, and 
the majority were of that opinion. At the s<tme 
time, l\Ir. U nmack said he did not care if they 
travelled round for the next three years, becau·.;e 
it. would pay him well enough; but he did not 
think it would be honest if, for his own benefit, 
he agreed to do a thing he did not consider it 
absolutely necessary to do. 

Mr. STJ<~PHENSON (Ipswich) : It was very 
rarely he found himself in accord with the hon. 
member fnr Clermont; but he certainly agreed 
with him in thinking that to-night, the 
members of the OppnBition were entirely 
abnegating their functions. He did not kno\V 



844 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

how it had been done: but it appeared to him 
that some hypnot,ic influence ha<l been exercised 
by the Premi(•r, and the consequence wes that 
they found hon. gentlemen on the other side, who 
were loqu>tcious enough as a general rule in all 
conscience, were now perfectly dumb <logs. It 
did not matter how large a "urn was proposed to 
be voted by the Committee, it, was allowed to 
go through without any criticism at all, and the 
mere fact that that was so raised the suspicion 

'that there wao somet.hing •.nong. (Laughter 
from the Opposition members.) He was pleased 
to think that hon. memhees on the Ministerial 
side were rising to the importance of the occa· 
sion, and beginning to see that it was neces­
&:>ry there should be sume criticism of the E.-ti­
mates. The hon. member for C!t·rmont had very 
justly said that there must be something wrong 
with hon. members when they were in<luced to 
vote these lf>rgP snms of money without a ord 
of critici"m. As the hon. member for Cook bad 
]JOinted out, the'e hon. gentlemen h;.d been 
willing enough for the last five, six, seven, or 
eight weeks to keep members there untill2, 1, 
2, 3, and 4 o'clock di,cussing the mobt trivial 
questions imaginable; but now, when they W''re 
asked to vote hrge sums of the country's money, 
and place what might pmv~ heavy burdens on 
the taxpayers, these gentlemen-for some reason 
or other, that be conld not exphin--were per­
fectly silent, and appr·~red. to deprecate the 
bringin:J' in of my grievances any hon. member 
might have before the Committee. 

The CHAIRYIAN : I must ask the hon. mem­
ber to confine himself to the question. 

Mr. STEPHE::i'f\ON: Certainly. That was 
what he was about to do. (O;•position lau~hter.) 

Mr. DAWSON: It takes y,m a lung time to 
doL 

Mr. STEPHENSON: He woulrl abicJe by the 
Chairrnan's ruling at any tirne, or take any a,;_lvice 
from hirn, but he absolutely refused to he di<:tated 
to by the hon. the senior member for Charters 
'l'owe>s. ·whatever that gentleman might be on 
the other side, he was not his (Mr. Stephen8on's) 
leader, an~ he refused to accept any expr•,ssion 
of opinii>n from him at all, or fr<•m the hon. mem­
ber. for Bundaber!j, who stemed to be very 
des1rous that evenmg of bossing the show. He 
should like to know whet her the £8,000 put 
down to meet the Pxpenees of the federal 
referendnm was the whole cf the money that 
was required t.o meet the expense of the vote 
which was taken a couple of months ago? A !I 
he could say was that if the £8,000 was suffiment, 
then the vote was taken on a very much more 
ec .. nomical ecale than the majority of the pe<•ple 
of the cc'ony imagined. For his part, he did 
not think £8,000 would anything like recoup 
the country for the expense of taking the vote. 

He would like to know whether the 
[9·30 p.m.J spechl traine which the Premier and 

some of his colleague3 r~quired in 
order to carry on the fedemt i· n propaganda 
were included in this £8,000? He deprecated­
and her· gretted that he had not had an oppor­
tunity of bringing the matter up Lefor. -the 
action of several hem. members on his own side 
of the House in re,pect to the referenJmn on 
that que•1tinn. He did nnt think the tight had 
be· n carried on on fl1ir lines. The advantage 
bad been all with the federalists, and every 
obstacle had been placed in the wav of those 
opposed to fedemtion, like hin•self. He did not 
think the £8,000 would cover all th<' expenses, 
and some mme information should be given by 
the hon. gentleman in charge ,,f the vote-all the 
information that was avanable up to the preoent 
time. The country was entitled to s>Jme furtht:r 
expL•nati"n th"n had yet been vouchoafed to the 
Committee by the Ptemier. 

Mr. JENKINSON: The Premier replied to my 
question . 

.Mr. STEPHENSON: He r.ad nothin!l' to do 
wi1h the reply given by the Premier to the hon. 
member. The hon. member might be satisfi,d 
wi!h that reply, but he could not say that be­
cause that information w:1s satisfactory to him, 
that it was also sn.tisfactory to other hon. mem­
bers or the country generally. For his own part, 
he desired to have a little more information­
m'>re than the h<m. member for Wide Bay seemed 
to be satisfied with. 

Mr. JENKINSON : I did not say I was scttisfied 
with it. 

Mr. STEPHI<JNSON : He presumed from 
that h<m. member's interjection that he was 
satisfied with it, but it was by no means perfectly 
satisL,ctory to such a humble member of the 
Committee as himself. It was not often that 
he asked for information, and he did not a&k for 
this information so much for himself as for the 
people of the c<>untry, amongst whom there was 
still a feehng of soreness as to the manner in 
which the fight had been conducted. Ocmcern­
ing the query of the hon. member for Nunda~, 
as to the vote in aid of the proposed Ant.arctlc 
explming expedition, the hou. gentleman in 
charge of the Estimate had stated that the 
exact loc"tic.n of the Antarctic Circle had not 
yet been settled; and while he (Mr. Stephenson) 
did not kuow whether the voting of this £1,000 
would enable the expedition to ;;e tle it, he 
would likP. to know how much hetter off th;s 
colon v or ttle world wnuld be if the question were 
sett:ed, and the South Pole exactly located? 

Mr. 11AXWELL: It might be good agricultural 
land. 

Mr. STEPHENSON: Possibly much ad;oan­
tage might. arbe from the information ; but be 
was not satisfied that it would, and he did not think 
hnn. members on the other side could instruct him 
on the matter. He wanted the informrttion from 
the hon. gentleman in charge of the vote. 

~[r. JENKINSON: --
The CHAIRMAN: Order! 
:Mr. STEPH:EKSON wished the Chairman 

would maintain orde.r on the nther side. He was 
not in the habit of interrupting hon. me!llbers, 
and it was very rarely that the h<m. member for 
Nundah, or he himself, troubled the House. 
He was only a"king for information which he 
thonght hP was entitled to get, without continual 
interruptions from the other side. He would be 
pleased if the hon. member in charge of the vote 
would give the informa,tion he had asked for. 

The PREMIER: Ht> had already told the 
Committee that the sum of £8,000 would fully 
cover the whole of the expenses con m cted with 
th•' taking of the referendum. Up to the pre,ent 
they had got vouchers for about £6,000, and it 
waR estimr.ted that the balance would more than 
fully cover the outstanding liabilities. He had 
been asked somelhing about special trains, but 
he was not aware that there were any spt·cial 
trains employed, except those necessitated by 
himself, vi,it.ing cer>,ain portions of the colony, 
where he had been asked to go to furnish infor­
mation c•mcerning the meaning and inter­
pretation of the C .. mmonwe,,Jth Bill. That" as a 
matter of general interest, and he did not go to 
SJ •read federal propaganda, but to throw light on 
the Bill to the best of his ability. He admitted 
that this was not included in the £8,000, but 
there were not many special tr>.ins, and the ex­
pen,e in connection with them was not heavy. 
He could assure the hon. member that the sum 
placPd on the I~stimates was quite sufficient for 
the purpose. He was sorry to see that the bon. 
memb•·r was still a little sore over the result of 
the refereHdnm, but he thought they shuuld now 
all unite and endeavour to make the men e­
ment a great success throughout Au.tralia, 
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With regard to the .£1,000 for the Ant­
arctic exploring expedition, he had already 
explained that a large amonnt had been 
subscrihed in England, which had ueen subsi­
dised by the Imperial Go,·ernment, for the 
purpose of forwarding this expedition ~o explore 
the Antctrctic Pole, with a view to the discovery 
of mat,tcrs in which scienca W3S particuLtdy 
interested ; and he did not think-considering 
the general advance of science-that we should 
hesitate to give our mite in the general C•mHe of 
scientific information and knowledge which was 
expected to result from the proposed expedition. 

Mr. BRIDGES asked if the other colonies 
had contributed anything towards this expedi­
tion? He thought this was a matter which 
shonld be left over till next year or to the 
Federal Parliament. No doubt the Govern­
ment had a good reason for asking for this sum 
at. the present time ; but they should be careful 
how they were voting their money away. If the 
other colonies were g~ ,ing to contribute on the 
population basis, he had no objection to the 
£1,000 being passed, otherwise he might move a 
redoction in t.h~ amount. 

Mr. PLUNKETT (Albert) would lil<e to ask 
the Premier if the £1,000 asked for for the Go­
vernment Printing Office Commiesion would 
cover the exfJens• s of that commission? 

The PREl\liE R : \Vith respect to the Govern­
ment Printing Commi.,sion, there W•tS no likeli­
hood of any additional amount being required. 
·with regard to the increase in incidental anc! 
miscellaneous expences, he had already explained 
that !as~ year, when the offices of ·the Chief 
Secretary and of the Home Secretary were estab­
lished, an apportionmBnt of the sum wa.s made, 
but it was disc:>ver'ld thRt the amount allotted 
to the Chief Secretary's t.lepartm<nt was 
insufficient for the expenses of the year, which 
ran into £2,837. 

Mr. JENKI::-;TSON asked if the hon. gentle­
man would exphin why the vote to the Art 
S"ciety had been incr~ased? 

'fhe PREMIER said he thought they ought to 
encomage art in their midst. There "ere a great 
number of rising artists who were acquiring pro­
ficiency, and the Art Society offered them the 
opportunity to exhibit their paintings. 

Mr. JENKINSON: Have they made application 
for it? 

The PREMIER: Yes; and hon. members 
would remember that the matter was favourably 
discussed la.st year on that vote. 

Mr. BARTHOLOME\V said he noticed two 
new items-Royel Geographical Society of Aus­
tralasia, £50; and Royal Society of Queensland, 
.£50. Were those beneficial objects? 

The PREMIER. said those were two new 
items, but he thought the country could very 
well afford to encourage the establishment of 
scientific bodies like the Royal Geographical 
Society of Australasia and the Royal flociety 
of Queensland. They had each a considerable 
number of members, and had made application 
to the Government for wme recognition. In 
that day of scientific development he did not 
think the Committee would grndge the small 
allowance to those societies, which were doing 
very good work. 

Mr. BRIDGEfl s»id he noticed an increaoe of 
£150 in the item for European telegrams. It 
app--arP J t.hat .£750 was not sufficient. la,t ye.tr, 
and that for this ye",r £900 was required. Had 
any of the extm money been require<l for the 
purpose of sending telegrams home in connection 
with fed,. ration and getting congratuh tnry tele­
grams in return? If s<•, the expenditure wou'd 
not meet with the approval of his constituents, 
and he should be compelled to move"" an amend· 
m(',ny that the item bf- reduced ty that a?Uount, 

The PREMIER : He might relieve the hon. 
member's mind by s:1ying that the increase 
had nothing whatever to do with federation. He 
might add that communica<inn with the Agent­
General's otfice now required the use of the cable 
much more extensively than formerly. Many 
matters had now to be dE' 1lt with expeditiously 
by caule which formerly cnnld be conducted by 
c .. rre,pondence. It was likely that the vote 
would increase year by yec~.r until the te!Pgraphic 
cha,rges were re.duct"d, \vhich would be the ca.se 
when the Pacilic cable was constructed. 

Question put and passed. 
The H0uRe reHmmd; the CHAIRMAN reported 

progreHH, and leave was given to sit again 
tO-lllOlTOW. 

ELECTIONS BILL. 
SECOND READING. 

On the Orrler of the Day being called-
Mr. BRIDGES: I rise to >hject to going on 

at this hour with such impnrtant businees. 
Mr. DAWSON: Order, order! 
Mr. vV. HAMILTON : \Vho is pulling his leg? 
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. :F. G. 

:Foxtnn. Carnarvon) : I rather regret having to 
commence the debate on such an im)Jortan t 
measure as this at such a very late hour. 

Mr. DAWSON: Hear, hear! 
The HOME SECRETARY : I am very much 

afraid that I shall not conclude much before 
midnight, and if I conmltrd my own convenience 
I should ask to be allowed to take tLe second 
reading to-rr.orrow. PossilJ!y that would be 
more convenient all round. However, I under­
stand from my leader that my speech is expected 
to-night, and, of course, I am quite prepared to 
go on with the Bill, although fJ<>s,ibly speaking 
to empty b~nch~s, which is not a very pleasant 
thing to do. Now, I wish to make an explana­
tion to the House in regard to the Bill which is 
now in the hands of hem. memh<'rR, and which is 
'' ot, odd as it lilay appe<tr, exactly the Bill as it 
was intended to be introduced. The variati<'ns 
are not very grh<t, but it so happens that through 
SllffiP unfortunate mistake or nlisunderstanding 
the finally revised draft of the Bill was not the 
one which wa- introduced. I dare '"Y hon. 
member" who have gone through the Bill will 
have noticed that there are some ob1·ious errors 
in it. 

HoNOURABLE :MEMBERS : Hear, hfar ! 
The ROME SJ<JCHETARY: I should like to 

exphin ~xactly what did happen, because 
although technieally I suppose I am n sponsible, 
yet I think r•ersonally it is not a matter fnr 
which I con be held re,ponsible. It so happens 
tbat a mis• ake was made by Rorneone, I think in· 
the Gover~;ment Prir,ting Office, and when the 
fim1l draft should have been retumed to the 
Parliamentary Draftsman it v.as returned to me 
instead. He took no further action, because he 
thought it was "till in the hand~ of the prir:ter. 
I was nndPr the impression that it had been 
returned to the Parliamentary Draft,man, ;md 
had then cou.e back to me. In the meantime 
the Governu<ent I'rinter w"" quietly awaiting 
furthm instructions as to the adoption of the new 
amendmmts which he had had printed. Not 
having n ceived any 'uch intimation, hP, when 
asked to send up to the Chief Secretary a copy 
of the Bill f,.r His Excellency's message, sent 
up not the final dmft, Lut the one which had 
l.cen drnfted befvre that, the fir,a.l dra.ft being 
actua Hy in my possession at the time, and I being 
under the im]Jression th: t it bad gone back to 
the Parliamentarv Draftsman. Two or three 
officers had a hand in the mistake, but who is 
rtally responsible I am not prepared to say. 

Mr. OAWSON: What is everybody's business 
is nobcdy's business. 
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An HoNOURABLE ME~IBER: You were playing 
hide and seek. 

The HOME SECRETARY : The incident 
certainly shows how very ca1eful one ought to he 
in these matters. Possibly I was to blame in 
assuming that the Bill had come back to me 
after having been returned by the Parliamentary 
Draftsman. 

Mr. GLASSEY : Will the~e amendments be 
circnlated? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I have them in 
printand I should be gbd to circnlate them bAfore 
the second reading, but I find there is a rule 
that no amendments are permitted to b8 circu­
lated bdore tbe second reading is agreed to. 

1\ir. GLASSEY: A verv excellent rnle. 
The HO:\IE SECRETARY: They are not of 

very vital importance, relating more to the 
matter of machinery and administration, except 
those which refer to the questions which <tre to 
he put to voters which du nut agree with the 
previous enactment. I willjustmention tbesea>1I 
come to them. I also wish tomakeanotberexplana­
tion. Hon. member; wiilha veobserved that th• re 
are a number of clan~es and number; which a"e 
placed in brackets with a marginal reference to 
the Criminal Code. That means that if the 
Criminal Code becomes law before this Bill, it 
will be necessary, in whatever Chamber this 
Bill is last considered, to make these amend­
ments, because they are already printed word 
for word in the Criminal Code, which we have 
recently passed, and which will very largelv lead 
to the shortenin; and simp1ific%tion of this 
measure. Now, the leading principle of this 
Bill is, of cour;e, one man one vote. I little 
t.honght that it would fall to my lot to be the 
one to introduce a Bill of this sort in this 
AB'embly. 

Mr_ DAWSON: You ought to congutnlate 
yourself. 

The HOME SFCRETARY: I do most 
heartily, if nn one else will. 

An HONOURABLE ME~!BER: Yon are mttking 
history_ 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is a prin­
ci!Jie which I may eay I have not violently ob­
jected to, but to which I have not given a very 
enthusiastic ac!herence in the past. I have never 
personally advocated our present system of repre­
sentation so far as the franchise is concerned. I 
have always declared it to be anom>tlons and 
illogical; hut I certainly did think that it was 
possible-and the late Premier, Mr. Byrnes, was 
of the se,me opinion, for I had nnny conversa­
tions wiLh him on the subject-to devise some­
thing which would really be more in ancord with 
what should be advanced views in regard t" this 
qtwstion than the principle of one man one vote. 
For instance, I may mr,ntion the Belgian sy"tem, 
which is a matter of recent adoption, and which 
may very fair·ly be considered a highly demo­
cratic meil ~:=m re. 

Mr. McDONALD: And brought about civil 
wnr, or if not civil war, riots at all events. 

The HOME SECRE'r ARY: In my opinion 
there is very much more to be said 

[10 p.m.J in favour of that-or if I may not 
gn so far as to say that-there is more 

in something on the lines of the Belgian system 
than anything I have come acroRs. However, we 
are not here to discuss the different principles 
upon which members should be elected to the repre­
sentative Assemblies of Australasia. That has 
practically been settled by the adoption in five 
colonies of the Commonwealth Bill. 

MEMBERS of the Opnosition : Hear, hear! 
The HOME SECRETARY: It is in defer­

ence to the expressed will uf the people in the 
adoption of that Bill that this measure is now 
introduced, in order that Qneenslanu may be 
brought into line with the other colonies in 

regard to this very important que.<tion. I 
beli"v!' it is a fact that a considerable majority 
of the members of this Assembly were pledged 
to support the principle of one man one vote, 
and, since it is the corollary of the adoption of 
the Commonwealth Bill, I t>tke it there is very 
little doubt as to its passage through this 
Assernbly-pDssibly not in the form in which it 
stands at the present time; possibly with certain 
mo•lific:.tions. It may be asked by some hon. 
members why it is th>tt female suffrage has not 
been incroduced into this B1ll? \Veil, I m>ty 
st<tte the reason for th>tt >tt once : The country 
has ne,er yet Pxpressed an opinion in favour of 
female suffrage. It has, on the other hand, 
expressed an opinion in favour of one man one 
vote--

Mr. BRD"IVNE : Hear, hear ! 
The HO::VII~ SEmmTARY: By the adoption 

of the Commonwealth Bill. Hon. members may 
say, in reply to that, tb>tt the adopcion of the 
Common wee,lth Bill implies the adoption of 
female suffrage because female suffrage is per­
miseible under that Bill ; but that would be 
somewhat straining the principle which we are 
endeavouring to lay down at the present time­
that we are merely doing that which the country 
has, so to speak, directed ns to do, because no one 
h>ts the rig-ht to assume that either manhood 
suffrage, with one man one vote, or adult suffrage, 
with one person one vote, has been adopted. The 
only principle we c~n be certain about as having 
been adOJ•ted in the passing of the Comrnon­
Whtlth Bill is th" principle of one man one vote-

Mr. J ACKSON : 'l'bat was only for the Federal 
P>trliament, practically. It wa; not an expres­
sion of opinion as regards one man one vote for 
the State Parliament. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am inclined to 
think ic was. 

2Vh•!BERS r•f the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
The HO ::VIE SECRETARY: I do not agree 

with the hon. member. As one who has not in 
the pnet set up one man one vote as a fetish to 
be bowed down to and worshipped, I certainly 
am prepared to acce~·t the adoption of the 
Commnnwe>tlth Bill as an expression of the 
opinion of the people of this colony that they 
desire the >tcceptance of the principle of one 
man one vote in the colony of (l,neensland. 
There ar11 other reasons why it would scarcely 
have done for the Government at the present 
time-no matter what their feelings on this point 
mig-ht be-to adopt the principle of female 
suffrage in this Bill, be('anse I believe it is a 
question that can properly be decided by a poll 
of the people of Queensl>tnd in some shape or 
form, e,nd after the principle involved in the 
Commonwealth Bill of one man one vote has 
also been adopted and has bee.n put into practice 
at some election. I am not going into the 
various arg-uments for and again,t female 
snffrage. Pr,Jbably that will arise-as I have 
no doubt will be the case,-when some hon. 
member moves its adoption iu this Bill. 

Mr. GROOM: Hear, hear! 
The HOME tlECHETARY: It will be hardly 

nece•sary, therefore, fur me to do more than 
refer to the reasons why the Government have 
not proposed its adoption in the BilL This is 
per·haps a fitting opportunity for me to also s><y 
informally that in no sense can this be regarded 
as a, party measure. 

ME;\!BERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear! 
The HOME SEURETAHY: It is one upon 

which parties will be considerably mixed, and it 
is one upon which it is very desirable, after the 
adoption of the Commonwealth Bill, that occa­
sion should be taken by Parliament to decide on 
non-party lines as to what particular form ,mr 
electoral law should take. It is a distinct 
ad vantage that the opportunity should be of 
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such a character as to enable us to deal with it 
without the pasHions which are very often 
aroused by party strif8. Another point that pos­
sibly may Le raistd in the course of this debate is 
why the Governruent have not embodied in the 
Bill a redistribution of seats. That involves a very 
large fjUestion, and one which nmst necessarily h·e 
relegated to the future. In fact, I do not see how 
it would be possible to rediotribute the electorates 
until it has been asc• rtnined h"w the adoption of 
the princi pie of one man one vote will &ffect the 
numbers in the variou" electoratfs. It will also 
be nece.;sary to defer it until after a census has 
been taken. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Hear, hear! 
The HOME SECRETARY: I do not see 

how it is P''ssible to do otherwise, unless we are 
prepared to go to the enormous expense of hold­
ing a cen,us at once. If the question is to be 
dealt with in this Bill, it will be necessary to 
postpone thio Bill till next se10sion, at all events, 
and to pass ameasureforthetakingof an interim 
census, when we know that within a couple of 
years another census will have to be taken. Then, 
and not till then, will it be necessary for this 
Parliament toconsirler the question of one voie one 
value. I shall now deal with thevttriousparts of the 
Bill seriatim, and possibly I may bec,mpelled­
it would he advantageous that I "hould do so­
to refer to va.ri,ns clauses in detail-a privil<·"e 
which, I. understand, is usually accorded to the 
member mtroducing a Bill, and which, I believe, 
will con duce to the shortening of the deba' e. 
Hon. members will notice that at the bottom of 
page 2, under the heading of "naturalised suh· 
ject," "denizen" has been omitted. Well, I 
never came across one. 

Mr. DAWSON: \Vhat is he, anyhow? 
The HUMJ!.: SECRETARY: He is a man 

who has letters patent of denization, and I under­
stand that it usrd to cost about £120 to get it. 
\Vhen a man can get naturalised for 2s. 6d. he is 
not likely to pay £120 for letters patent to 
become a ?enizen. Possibly there was some 
reason for mtroducing that into the Act which 
we a~e now about to repc'Al, but I !ll'Opose to 
omit 1t from the pre"ent Bill. Now comin" to 
Part II., which contains thP. crux of this Bill­
that is, the qualifications and di"qualificl1tions of 
electors-i~ will be seen that all the qualifications, 
except residence, have been omitted. I kuow 
that there may be some difference of opinion 
with reg"rd to the expediency of doing that, 
but I believe that if the principle of one man 
one vote is adopted, it is desirctble thttt it should 
be adopted with regard to residence qnalifica.tion 
only. I am aware that there is a great deal to 
he "aid to the contrary ; hut the Bill in its 
present form, wi'h one qualification only, makes 
for .si!"1plic.ity and ease in working and in 
admuustmtwn. All the colonies of Anstnl­
asia, with the exception of Victoria, have 
adopted the principle embodied in this Bill­
that is to stty, they have adopted residence 
as the only qualification. In Victoria therE' 
is still a provision for placing ratepayers on 
the roll, even although thf'y are not reeidents 
in the electorate; hut so far as I have been 
able to study the Victorian Act, t.hat appears 
to me to be somewhat cumbrous, and I shculd 
not be surprised to find that Victoria before 
lo11g is following the lead of New Zealand, 
which in 1803 adopted the princi{Jle of one 
t;'"n. one vote, hut retained. the property quali­
iicatwn, so that a man m1ght elect to have a 
vote in the electorate where he held property 
rather than in the one where he lived. But in 
1ti96 it was found necessary in NHw Zealand 
to alter that, as it led to certain abuR s and 
inconvPniences, and certainly the method 
embodied in this Bill tends greatly towards 
)lirnplicity in admmistration. I know" that ther() 

are members who are compellecl, against their 
will it might he said, to reside in Brisbene in 
cons<'quence of their being members of P:ulia­
ment, and who yet would desire to be eleccors in 
the distant electorates which they represent, but 
under this Bill they will not be able to do that. 

Mr. :FISHER : Is that so? · 
The HOME SECRETARY: 'fhat is so. 
Mr. FISHER: I think not. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I httve spent 

some weeks oYer thi,.; Bill, and have studied it 
more than the hon. merr.ber, and I think I 
know what it means. 

Mr. KIDSTON: You do not seem to under­
stand it in that respect. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Well, I shall 
he glad to hnve the views of the hon. men1ber 
for Rockhampton about it. Do I understand 
from hon. members that they think it would be 
possible for a man who resides in Brisbane, and 
has his reHidence here, to httve a vote, we will 
stty, for the electorate of Mitchell? 

Mr. KERR: If his wife and family reside 
there. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It is time 
enough to talk ahout his wife and family when 
we get woman suffrage ; b11t I am ~peaking now 
of a man who resides in Brisbane, and I xay that 
if a man bas his legal resirlence in Brisbane he 
cannot have a residence qualification elsewhere 
under this Bill, which limits him to one part. 

Mr. FISHER: It has been ruled that parlia­
mentary dut.ies do not deprive a man of hiH 
electoral rights. 

The H0::\1E SECRETARY: Then, in that 
c~<se he does not reside in Brisbane, that is all; 
his residence remains in the other electorate. 
But if a man who temporarily resides here has 
his legal residence in another pbce, of course he 
cttnnoc have a vote for Brisbane. \Vhat is 
argued, and what will he argued-and there is 
a great deal of force in it-is that the whole of" 
man's interests may lie in an electorate in which 
he does not re"ide but in which every "billing's 
w<>rth of property he possesses is situaterl. That 
may be in some distant elector<>te which he repre· 
sents, and wi,hes to continue to n·present, hnt 
yet, heing a re"ident of BriHhane, he would not 
be able to be an elector for that electorate. It 
will be argued probably that ;t man should 
have a vote for the electorate in which his 
interests lie rttther than for the electorate in 
which he happens to bE' residing. I may point 
out that iu New Zealand three years after 
they adopted the principle of one man one vote, 
r.·taining the pro]Jerty qualification, they alterEd 
that qutt!ification to the one contained in this 
Bill, and that fact largely influenced me in 
representing to my colleagues that it wtts 
de,irable strai,:ht awtty to adopt the principle of 
re•idence ns the only qualification. 

JYh~IBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear ! 
The HU.ME SEORI!;TARY: It will be 

obsen·e(l that our reeidence qualifictttion at the 
present tin·e is twelve months in the colony and 
six months in any particul"r electorate, unless a 
person bag heen, or states he has been, at some 
previ,us time an elector in some other elec­
torate, in which case his qualification is re­
rlnced to three months' residence in that elec­
torate for which he "eeks tn be registered as a 
voter. In the working of the Act it has been 
found thttt eveJy man now who ttppli<os for 
thee franchi'e states that he has had a qualifica­
tion for some other electomte-he is not com­
pelled to state when-and he gets on at the end 
of three monthR. I httve thought it. wise to re­
tnin in this Bill the twelve months' reRidence 
in the colony, as I believe that is a quite short 
enough time for any man to become thoroughly 
acquainted with our politics, and to adopt the 
principle of three months' residence in one 
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elect,Jrate. I have also gone further than that, 
and have provided that where a man is already 
on the roll and moves into another di;;trict he 
c·tn obtain a transfer, not a tran.fer such as 
given under our present hw, but a genuine 
traw1fer, after he has given notice that he desire" 
to carry hi3 vote from one electorate to another. 
In tha,t case he has only to reside in his new 
elector•te for one month prior to making 
application for a transfer. I do not think it 
is desirable to reduce the time below one 
month ; and, in fact, I will very strongly oppnsp 
any attempt to reduce the time, hecatme if it 
were reduced beluw that period it might lead to 
something like what happened in New z",tJand. 
I may be doing the Government of that colony 
an inju•,tice, but it is alleged against them that 
they sent a large number of men as workers into 
a particular electorate immediately prir•r t<J an 
election coming off, and that those men innne­
cliately acquired the right to vote in that p]ec­
torate; and when the election was r,ver they 
were withdrawn. 

Mr. i\IcDONALD: It i" done in America now. 
The HO:YIE SECRETARY: It is not deeir­

able that it should be rlone. The underlving 
principle of our representation is loc~lit.y--tbat 
a man represents the peopl'.l who are bounded 
within a particular locality c >Jled an electorate. 

YJ:r. FITZGERALD: How long will it take a 
man to get his vote changed fr Jm one electorate 
tu another-one or three months? 

The HOME SECRETARY: He can apply 
immediately after bdng one month in the elec­
torate, and before he cm vote it will take two 
more months-before his V')te is c.mfirmed­
three months altogether, as distinguished from 
five at least which it wonlcl take him if there was 
no such provision for transfer at the end of one 
month. 

Mr. FITZGERALD : In the meantime would he 
be kPpt on the old roll for three months? 

The HO:>.IE SECRETARY: :For two months 
the man who goes from one electom:e to another 
will necessarily be disfranchisecl-during the 
time he is changing his residence from one 
electorate to another he will practically be dis­
f ranch iserl. 

An HoNOUIHBLE MEMBER: Whv should he be? 
The HO:'.lE SECRETARY: Why should he 

vote f<>r an electorate for which he has ceased to 
hold the qnalific~tion? 

Mr. \V. HAiiiiLTON: Why not register him in 
one before he iK struck off the other? 

The HOME SECHI!:TARY: If the hon. 
member comes to that, he ought to be trans­
ferred on the day he move,. 

:Mr. FITZGERALD : He ;r, hear ! 
The H0:'.1E SECRETARY: I pointed out 

the objection of that-that it WO'Jld open the 
door to an unscrupulous Governm,nt to over­
run any electorate; and y"u would find in,tead of 
an electomte of 1,000 voters, there would be an 
electorate of 10,000-each side would run men 
across the border of the electorate to simply 
rec.,rd their votes and swamp the local n''idents 
a:together. 

Mr. KmsTON : \Vhy not allow his qualifica­
tion to be good only in the new one? 

The H0.\1J<J SEC.RETA RY: It i; imp'lssible 
to adopt a.ny such principle as that; Lherefore, 
you must have a certain period of prob«tion in 
the n6w elect ora :e before a man can be said to 
have b come a re·ddent, 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Then moving is a 
disqualification. 

The HOYIE SECRETARY: He certainly 
ongl1t n·1t to vote in the electorate for which 
he has cease<l to hold the qnalitication. The 
question is now put whether a m>m has ceMed to 
hold the qualification. We know that. in the 
case of Carter-it was not residence, but the 

same thing would apply there. He certainly 
held property within a particular electorate, but 
he cea,ed to hold the particular property in re­
g~<rd to which he was registered. 

:\fr. DAWSON: He never held it. 
The HOME SBCRETARY: He did hold it, 

but not in a particular way. 
Mr. DAWSON: He voted on a wrong qua.lifica. 

tion, 
The HO:YlE Sl<JCRETARY: Nevertheless he 

was on the roll; and bon, rnAmbers have said 
that though he was on the roll for that electorate 
he oug-ht not to have voted, bece.use he certainly 
had not the parLicular qualification for which he 
was registered. I say it is a sound principle 
that a man who leave" his own electorate and 
severs his connection with the electorate ought 
to leave the return of the representative of that 
electorate to those who remain in it. He is not 
an elector for the whole colony-that is the point 
I want hon, mr,mbers to recollect-that the 
re<tson, the justification for-disfranchising a man 
-necessarily disfranchising him under the cir­
cumsLiwces during the time he is leaving the 
0ne and placing his name on the roll of another 
and the confirmation-the reason for that is that 
he is an elector for a particular district, and is 
re(\isterecl as such, and not as an elector for the 
whole colony. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: He is a citizen of 
the colony. 

Mr. KmsTON: And it is a civil offence to 
change his residence, for which he is to be 
puniKhe<l. 

The HO\'IE SECRETARY: No, but he has 
to puy a certain penalty for changing his resi­
dence from one electorate to another. I do not 
see how it is to be avoided without running the 
risk of dangers which would be very much greater 
than the inconvenience which he has to suffer. 
It is provided that no persons hall have a residence 
in more than one electorate-that is tu say, as is 
very often the case, if a man has two or three 
ret<idences he must elect as to which is his true 
and proper place of residence. I know hon. 
members who have re,Uy more than one place of 
rc,idence, but they will be limited to one resi­
dence only as far as qualification is concerned. 
In chuse 8, which l re!(atd as a very important 
clautie, an attempt has been made to define what 
is r•";idence. It is the first occasion I think on 
which it has been attempted. 

Mr. DAWSON: This does not follow the English 
Act. It is not actual Rquatti .. g. Residence 
does not mean in the English law actual squat­
ting; a bond fide inrention i< resiclence. 

'I'he HOME SECRETARY: Residence is a 
question of fact to be decider! by the court. VV e 
ende;wour to lay d'>Wn here certain rules which 
shall guide the court in arriving at a decision 
on the question of fact. They are almost en­
tirely on the lines of the opinion which was 
given by the late Premier, Mr. Byrnes, in regard 
to this qnestion, and which was circulated 
amongst the various benches of the colony for 
their guidance, and I do not think that this 
definition can very well be improved upon. 

Mr. DAWSON: '£hat was his definition-bond 
fide intention. 

The HO~v1E SECRETARY: Yes. I think 
a m"'n may be temporarily absent--he may be 
absent six, eight, or ten munths, or he may be 
on a trip-he may be gone to England-nevcr­
thele-s he is shifting about-he is a nomad for 
the time being-but his place of residencr' still' 
remains his old home, to which he has the inten­
tinn of returning after his journey is over. 
That is the principle to which we have endea­
voured to give effect in this definition of resi­
dence, 

Mr. DAwsoN: The Willard case in New South 
Wales turned on that very point. 
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The HOME SECRETARY: The h•m. mem­
ber probably knows more about the Willard 
case than I do. ThRre is a paragraph in clause 
9-the 4th paragr,,ph, commencing with, 
"vVhen a second place is "o appointed for a 
district." That is intended to meet such a case as 
arose, I thiuk, in the Bulloo electorate, where 
cnrtain nlen--

Mr. KERR : At Eulo and Th~rgomindah. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Quite so-the 

hon. member recalls the case. This hail been 
imported into the Bill for the purpose of meet­
ing such a case as that, in which I believe c,c,rtain 
injustice wa' done t« cert,aJn voters. That, of 
course, id coming to Part III., which i' under 
the head of "Preparation of Rolk" In other 
re,pects clauses 9, 10, 11, and 12 are much the 
F-ame, I think almost word for word, as the pre­
sent law, which, in my opinion, cannot well be 
improved upon. l may mention that I had a 
look thrnugh the v ,.rions Elections Acts of 
the differ,;nt colonies, and I have arrived at 
the concln•ion that our method of registration, 
though po,sibly in comparison with others little 
more complic<tt< d, yet I believd is actually 
the be:;t that is in existence in Australia. 
Therefore, I h<we, with certain exC•?ptions, 

endeavoured to preserve t!Jem in 
[10·30 p.m.] this Bill. I r•ropose that the bi-

monthly courts shall still be held 
in the months of Febrnl\ry, April, ,Tune, Augu,t, 
OctoLer, and December, as at present. The 
claim will be very much in the same form as 
that which has now to be filled up; hut it will 
be noticed th<tt it may be signed before and 
attested by-in addition to those who are now 
authorised to attPst claims-the clerk of the 
local authority for the district in which the 
claimant re.ides. 

Mr. McDONALD : That is not a bit of use to 
the \V estern men. 

Mr. FrTZGERALD: They may be seventy miles 
away from us. 

The HOYIE SI<~CHETARY: What induced 
me to think the clerk of the local authority \Vouid 
be a more valnable attestor than hon. members 
seen, to think is that he is very oft~n clerk of 
works for the local authority as well as clerk, 
and as such does a great deal of travelling. 

Mr. McDONALD : He will be aLsolutely useless 
out our way. 

The HO;\IE SECitl<~TARY: I am sorry to 
hear that. I know that the clerk of a local 
authority is very often also clerk of works, and 
do~s a good deal of travellmg. He ~enerally 
has a junior clerk whom he can leave in the 
office, and he practic<>lly runs the divisional 
board. 

Mr. McDoNALD : Why not insert a "police· 
man'!? 

Mr. GLASSEY : Why have any attestation at 
all? 

The HOME SECRETARY : Speaking for 
myoelf, I should not have any great objtction to 
the policeman-in bet, in 1885 or 1886 I proposed 
that a policeman should be authorised to attest 
claims. But that, I think, would be a very strong 
reason why pc,licermn should 110t be permitLed to 
have the franchise-a principle which is con­
tinued hy this Bill. 

Mr. JACKSON: Better give him the vote and 
leave the other nut. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not tbink 
so, and I shall be able to give an in•tance or 
two in which it has come very prominently 
un.der my notice that it was a very fortunate 
thmg not only for the constables themselves but 
also for the public that the constables were not 
possessed of the franchise. That is a point I 
shall come to presently, but I shall be quite pre­
pared to discuss the question if it is raised in 
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committee. H will be seen that clause 16 is the 
one which relates to the method of transfer, and 
I would like to read it in order to call special 
attenLion to it. It provides that-

Any person, whose name is entered on the roll of 
any district, and who de~ires to have his name trans~ 
ferred from such roll to the roll of another district on 
thP ground of his change of residence from the first~ 
men1 ioned to the last-meutloned district, may deliver 
his claim for transfer, or ~end it by post, to the electoral 
registrar for such 1ast-meotione 1 district at any time, 
nr m:ty per")onally present his claim at, or send it or 
cause it to b•! sent to, any bi-monthly court when the 
court is sitting. 
Then the claim is to be in the form fnllowing in 
the Bill, and in which it will not be nece,.sary for 
the claimant to give so much information as in 
the 6rst instance. I may here point out, though 
I have not actually come to that part of the Bill 
in which it is provided, that an e;sential feature 
of the working of this Bill will be that for every 
claim there shall be a document. There shall be 
as little as pos;ible left to hearsay. ]'or every 
name which appears on the roll there shall be a 
document for the purpose of compa.rison. Of 
course it will be necess.~ey that officers shall take 
very much greater c:.1re of claims than has been 
taken of them in the p<tst. 

HoNOVRABLE J\'I:~;MBERS : Hear, lwar ! 
'fhe HOYIE SEC!U<;TARY: So far as I can 

understand, it has apparently been the practice 
of a good many electoral registrars to reg;,trd 
electoral claims, as soon as they have been 
finally dealt with, as so much waste paper. 
Hun. members will see that it is proposed by 
this Bill that they shall be regarded as rather 
precious dncuments, and I think it is very 
de,irable that should be so. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. McDoNALD: ·what will be,mme of the 

vote if they are stolen ? 
The HO:\IE SECRETARY: Under this Bill 

I think the claims will not be stolen, as very 
much greater care will be taken of them. 
Claimants may be calied upon to prove their 
cbims in the way tlmt is done now, but hon. 
members will notice in clause 21 a provision 
which, I think, a very valuable one if we are to 
make a point of having thorough purity with 
regard to our electoral rolls. It throws upon any 
person making a bogus claim-that is to say, 
making a claim for one el8ctorate when he is 
already on the roll for another-the onus of 
proving that he did not know that he was on the 
other roll. It is his duty to know on what roll his 
name appears. The duty of knowing the law on all 
points is cast upon him as a citizen-ignorance 
of the law is no excuse for a breach of it- and 
when a man presumes to exercise tbe franchise 
and to negc>tive the vote of somebody else who 
differs from him politically he should be respon­
sible for having his name placed on the roll when 
he is not entitled to have it there. He should have 
the best knowhdge as to whether his name is on 
a roll or not, and it is an excellent provision that 
the proof of his innocence in regard to his name 
being on another roll should rest with him. 
Provision is also made in clause 23 for facilitating 
transfer. 'fhat clause was recast in a later draft, 
and I mention that noiV that hon. members may 
look out for it when the printed amendments 
will be circulated. By clause 24 it is provided-

Any claim submitted at a bi-monthly court from an 
elector whose name appears to be already entered on 
the roll of the district shall be rejected if the particu­
lars contained therein correspond with those alreadv 
enrolled, but if any variance appears, ~uch claim shaii 
be held over for consideration by the court to be beld 
for revising the annual lists. 
So that an opportunity is given for the annual 
revision court practically to correct errors. If 
there is any error in a roll a n•an puts in a proper 
claim or his proper name, and the opportunity 
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IS given to correct such errors. Then special 
care is taken that every page in the electoral 
register hook, every entry in it, and every altera­
tion m"'de in it sh<tll be initialkd by the chairman 
of the court. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Th",t is the old country law. 
A wry J:rnorl thing too. 

The HOME ~ECRETARY : That will pre­
vent any manipulation by any pereon who mi1~ht 
get acce's to the hook. In clause 29, which 
relates to what I propo"e now to call the 
"additional roll," it will be seen from the pro­
vision that there will only be at any one time 
one "add1tionul roll." That i.s to say, when the 
annual roll h"s IJeen made up tlwre comes, we 
will say in the following February, a new roll. 
Then Lhe "'pplications which come on at that are 
confirmed in A!Jril. ThH l<'nbenary list, it is 
prnvided, shall be embodied in the April r<•ll. 
The ,J nne roll, when it is prepared, will be 
enlbodied into it, and so on, a~ it were a snoww 
b~ll gathering in size, until we come again to the 
annual roll. f:lo therd will be only at one time 
two rolls for any person to ref,er to-the annual 
roll a,nr! the interim roll in which all the nambs 
will be embodied. 

Mr. KITJSTON: A very great improvement. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Yes, considering 

we have six bi-monthly courts in the year. It 
is proposed in the dr,ft I have. to ca't upon an 
elector the duty of notifying to the registrar his 
ch>tnge of residence, as a matter of form. 

Mr. DA WSON : Where is that done? 
The HOME SECRl'}TAHY: It is in a clause 

omitted from the Bill, but I httYe had it printed. 
1\fr. FITZGERAT.D: It is new altogether. 
'l'he HOME tlECRETARY: Of cour•e there 

will he no t><nalty for him nnt doing so ; but if 
he is kept out through his own neglect, the 
answer is: "There is a dnty cast on you to 
notify the regis'trar of the change of your 
residence; but you have failed to carry out that 
duty, and since you have neglected to carry out 
a duty cast upon you by the Act, you cannot 
complain at :vonr name having heen omitted." 
Another matter which I think is of great 
importance is that it is proposed, at the suggestion 
of the Principal Electoral Registrar-from whose 
advice I have derived a great deal of advantage 
in preparing the Bill-that the general el,·ctoral 
list shall not be a manuscript list. That is 
one of the amendments which I may just 
as well foreshadow here-that the old roll 
shall be taken as being the new electoral list, 
with a new heading so that you are certain it 1s 
correct. Mistakes often occur in copying, no 
matter how careful you are, and it seem,; a natural 
thing, if you have a thing printed, to take that 
as it stands, rather than copy it out in manu­
script, and exhibit that copy. So the amendment 
which I suggest in lieu of portion of clause 33 
would be to the effect that, in order to a void 
mistakes in compilation, to t>tke the old roll and 
the Angnst list, together with the list of the 
chan!:(es of residence-which will be compiled 
by the registrar-and treat them as the annual 
list. There will be these three-The roll, 
the August list, and a small manuscript 
list of changes of residence. I do not 
think there will be any more difficulty in 
examining them; hut I certainly think, with the 
Principal J<Jlectoral Registr·ar, that it will lead 
to much more accuracy than has existed in the 
past. Hon. members must often have seen 
names misspelt on the rolls. 

HoNOURABLE :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The HOME SECRETARY: "U's" have 

been turned into "n's," and su oD. Tben the 
revi"ion court has, in addition to the powers 
which it already has on page 14, the powE'r to 
put the word ''left" or "disqualified" against 
any name on the list, Then there is " Changeq 

residence from this division," or the possibility 
of his changing his residence within a division. 
All t.hese thing,; may be dealt with \.y the court. 

Mr. GLASSEY: \Vhv,t is the necessity of having 
'' di"qualified"? 

'.rhe HUJ.VH} SECRETARY: Well, a voter 
n1ay becmne jnBane, or he may get into gaol. 

l\Ir. FITZGERALD : R0gistrars at present use 
th._- word diFqnalified in a wwy wrong sense. 

The HOME RECRE'I'ARY: It will have 
quite a different meaning now. Then at the top 
uf page 15-

In the case of any verson whose name Hppenrs on any 
roll, and as to whom the court is satisfied that he has 
changed his residence within the division or district 
assigned to the court, the court shall alter the partiCu­
lars of his place of resiflenee so as to make the list 
conEorm to the facts of the case. 
'.rhat is at the annual revision court. 

Mr. DAwSON : 'I hat ought to be d' .ne by the 
rcgi,;trar. 

The HOME S:B}CRET ARY: I do not think 
it is desirable the regihtrar should interfere with 
the r,;lJ. 

:ii!Ir. DAWSON: If a man changes frnm Queen 
street to George street, he surely ought nut to 
have. to go before the court? 

The ROME SECltETARY: By clause 4fl it 
will be seen that a special duty is cast upon the 
electoral reghtrar to take care of claims-

All claims shall be so kept by electoral registr:1rs as 
to be immediately available for reference, tha.t is to 
say, in alphabetical order correspon<ling with the l"liHL 

Every alteration effected in a roll in respect of any 
elet~tor shall be noted on his original claim. 

Vfhen any name is era~ed by the court the ele(·toral 
registrar shall set aside the original claim of the elector 
in qne~tion. and all claillls so set aside shall be filed i.n 
:tlphabetical order in a separate packet for each ;rear, to 
be endor,-ed as follo,vs :--

and oo on. Then it will be neceesary also to pro­
vide that where a man claims a tramfer by 
reason of change of r,_ sidence that his claim shall 
be forwarded to the electnml registrar of the new 
electorate, so that it sh;tl! be dealt with in fntnre. 
'Ih<lt is to say, his origin,.l cbim will follow him 
about from J>lace to place. If he chanu,es from 
electorate A to electorate B, his original claim 
will follow him to the electoral regisLrar ol the 
division to which he goes. 

Mr. KERR: Dors an officer of the Crown for­
ward it? 

The HOMI.; SECRETARY: The electoral 
registrar will forward it. It will now be the duty of 
the Principal Electoral R'·gistrar to s~'e that all 
these matters are propmly carded out. There is 
one slight alteration in clause 49. I have omitted 
therefrom the police tm< gistrate and clerk of 
petty oessionF, so that the clause reads : " No 
Principal Electoral Registrar or deputy of the 
Principal E ectoral RPgistra.r shall, w bile h,. holds 
such office, be entitled to vote at any election." 

Mr. FITZGERALD : What about subsection 2 
jn"t above? 

The HOJYIE SE ORE l'ARY : It reads-
No person whost· name is entered on the roll ~hall be 

entitlPd to vote at any election for such district unle"'s 
at ~ome time within five months next before the election 
he has been bond fide resident t,herein for a period of 
two months. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: It uRerl to be seven. 
The HO:;\lE SECRETARY: Yes, and it has 

been reduced to five. 
Mr. FITZGERALil : Why? 
Mr. DAWSON: Is it not an error o[ the drafts-

nlan? 
The HOME SECRETARY: No. 
Mr. DAWSON: Ye~. 
The ROME SECRETARY: No; it is not. 

At any rate it is not m:v mist> ke, 
Mr. FITZGERALD : No, certainly not. It is 

two months in the seven now. 
The HoME SECRETARY; It has been 

f!lduced to five. 
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Mr. FITZGERALD : Why? 
The HOME SECRETAliY: A man could 

get his name on another roll. 
Mr. DAWSON: Look a.t clause 75. 
The HOl\IE SECRETARY: Yes; unless 

you asked a man those que,tions, he might be 
absent five months from an elector»te, and still 
retain hi" right to vote there; and I question 
whether anyone would be right in obj•·cting to 
that. 

1\'Ir. KmsTo~ : Is it not six months? 
The HOME SECRETARY: If you made it 

two months and seven-and it must be remem­
bered that the present qualification is six months 
-a man might have left an electorate for the 
whole five months and still cbim to be entitled 
to vote in regard of that eh·ctomte. 

Mr. McDoNALD: 'rhere is a contradiction. 
The HOME sgCRETAI{Y: There is a con­

tradiction, and you cannot avoid a C<mtradiction 
here. If hon. members will work it out, they 
will find there is really no means of avoiding the 
contradiction. 

Mr. KIDS TON: There is a contradiction between 
this clause and clause 7ii. 

The HOMJ<j SECRETARY : I explained 
that that is one of the mistakes in the Bill due 
to the wr'>ng draft being used. Th>3 4th subsec­
tion of clause 75 rr•ads-" Have you during the 
last preceding two months possessed a bona fide 
pL;qe of resi,Jence within this electoral district?" 
I mentioned in the opening of my remarks that 
this was one of the clau&e'l--

Mr. DAWSON: \Ve have not got it correct. 
J\Ir. FrTZGERALD: Mr. Tozer made the same 

mistake some two years ago. 
The HOME SECRETARY: The correction 

intended to be made will make it read with sub­
section 2 of clause 49. To that extent there is a 
contradiction. The clauses with regard to nomi­
nation continue the s>1me. The ballot-paper I 
propose shall only contain the surname of the 
voter. I do not think it is necessary to dis­
tinguish a man by long christian names. I am 
burdened with three myself. 

Mr. McDONALD : What if there are two men 
of the same name-two Smiths, for itbtance? 

The HOMI<J SECRETARY: In that case the 
chr·istian names will be put in. That is pro­
vided for. It i'l not neceef\::try for me to deal with 
the clauses takPn from the Criminal Code, which 
hon. members fully und~n;tand. \Vith the excep­
tion of clause 7ri, there is very little alteration 
in matters dealing with the taking of the poll, 
which are f,tmiliar to all hon. members. 

]\fr. DAWSON: What about the 6th subsection 
of clause 75? 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is new. I 
propose to retain the contingent vote. I think 
the principle is being better understood now ; 
and in conseqnence of it some hon. members are 
now sitting in this House representing the 
majorities of their constituentR, where<ts under 
the old law someone sitting here now might 
be representing a minority. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I think it is a mistake to 
retain it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I don't think 
so. It was dit!icult to understand, but I think 
the eloctors undc;rstand it ptetty well now. 
At all events we can argue that later on ; it does 
not require any explanation at present. Now 
we come to an entirely new principle, which I 
trust will commend itself to hnn. members, and 
that is the C[Uestion of absent voters. It cmn­
mences with clause 97, which is largely adapted 
from, and I think is an improvement on, the 
South Australian system. In New Zealand 
something of the same sort obtains, but it only 
relates to commercial traveller' and seamen. 

An HoNOURARLE MEliBER: AI)d it is not so 
effective. 

Mr. KIDSTON: This is far better. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Yes. I think 

these clauses are an imrrovement. 'rhey run on 
the l·nes of the South Australian system. A 
certificate may be given to any person who 
believes be will be absent from the di,;trict after 
the i"sna of the writ, and before or after the 
nomination day, either per"onally or by post. 

Mr. DAwsoN: After the i'sue of the writ? 
'l'he HOME SECRETARY: Yes. 
J\Ir. \V. HA~fiLTO~: There are many parts 

of the colony where men would not 
[11 p.m.] be able to send to the electoral regis­

trar and get their certificates in time 
to allow them to vote until after the writ is 
issued. 

The HOME SECRETARY: They cannot 
get them before the writ is isRned, becau"e there 
is no election before tb 'n. This does not impoge 
any disability upon a man. Hr,ving got his 
absent voter's certificatA he can vote at the post 
office alongside the polling booth on the very 
day he gets it if he think. fie. 

Mr. KmsTON : It does nut take the power of 
voting from him. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No, it gives 
him increased facilities for voting, and he nAed 
not g•> to the polling booth unless be likes. For 
instance, a man in North Bri,b>tne who has 
reason to believe that he is not very popul'tr 
and will be boob-hooed if seen at the polling 
booth-there is nothing tri prevent him applying 
to the returning officer in his own electorate, ana 
then walking down to the V allev and posting 
his ab>ent voter's voting paper. There would be 
no occasion for him to attend the polling booth 
at all. It is provided that if any elector who 
has reason to believe that he will, on the day 
appointed for taking the poll in an electoral 
district, be absent from the district may, after the 
isme of the writ, apply to the returning- officer 
for an absent voter's certificate. The application 
is to be made in a particular form which is set 
forth, and the applicant must make a solemn 
declaration that the same is true. 

Mr. DAWSON: Can he apply by wire? 
The HOME SECRETARY : I take it that he 

can apply by wire. In any case he can apply by 
letter, or if that is impossible he is no worse off 
afterwards anyhow. Of cmrse he could not vote 
unless he gets a voter's certificate. Under those 
circumst.anceR he would re:.lly depend upon the 
possibility of his being able to g-et to the polling 
booth on the polling day. The process will 
perhaps be best understood by my reading the 
instructions which are printed on the absent 
voter's voting paper, which are as follows:-

!NSTRUCTIONS.-In the presence only of the post­
master, the voter must write the name of the candidate 
or the names of the eandid .tes for whom he votes. or if 
he wishes to use the contingent vote lle may write the 
names of the candidates one below the other to 
denote the order in which he desires his vote or votes 
to be counted. The voter must then si~n his own name 
on the counterfoil. The postmaster must not look at 
the names of the candidates for whmn the voter votess 
but the postmaster will witness the signature and stamp 
the voting-paper, without unfolding the same, with the 
post-office letter stamp for the day and date, and return 
the voting-paper to the voter. The elector will then 
insert this ·voting-paper in the envelope, on which the 
certificate is signed and marked "For voting-paper," 
and fasten. Then, after sealing up or fastening the 
letter in the envelot•e, adctre~sed to the Returning 
Officer, will hand it at once to the postmaster for 
posting. 
There is his signature under it, but that is torn 
off when the votes are counted, and ail that is 
put into the ballot-box with the other absent 
voter's votes, is the portion which bears on it 
the names of tbe candidates, like the ordinary 
ballot papers. It is absolutely necessary that 
there shoul4 b@ ~PIDe ;;Lutont<ltic method of proving 
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that a man shall vote on or before the day of 
the election ; that he should not hold his vote over 
until after enry body else has voted, and then 
cast his vote; and the only way that that can 
be done, as far as I can Sf'P, is to follow the 
South Australian system, according to which 
the postmaster uses the stamp which he employs 
for lette•·s on that particuhtr day. Of course if 
a man is so far away from a po,;t office that he 
Cflnnot avail himeelf of it., hia absent voter's 
certificate would be of no value to him, but in 
most instances, in outlying districts he would 
have pretty well a month in which he could go to 
vote at the post offiCii; and he can vote on any 
day that is convenient to him, even, it may be, 
on a Sunday ; but it must be on or before the 
<hy appointed for the holding of the poll. Then 
the qu<'"l:ion arh:es, how Ion(( a time should be 
allowed for those absent voters' papers to come 
in. Some of them might be comiug in right up 
to the d"y on which the writ is to be returned ; 
but it is provided that if the number of absent 
voters' papers which are out is less than the 
majori'y which i9 obtained wit.hout them by one 
c:tndidate over the next t<J him the poll may be 
declar<lll without w'uting for them to come in. 
That is to say, that if the circumstances were 
such that if the whole of the outstanding absent 
votes were cast for the losing candidate, that is 
the mtndidate next lowest on the poll, and they 
still would not give him a majority, the 
candidate at the head of the poll may be 
declared ele<'ted without waiting for them. 
Of course there can be no objection to that, 
as it is desirable thnt the result should be 
known and declared as soon as possible. 
Perhaps some hon. members will be inclined 
to advocate the adoption of the principle of 
voter's rights for all electors. Now, I have been 
very carefuliy into that. '\Ve had it many years 
ago, though some hem. members may not 
remember. That was away back in the seventies, 
and it was found not to answer then. It is in 
vogue in Victoria and New South \Vales, and, as 
far as I have b'·en able to discllver, it nmst 
necessarily tend t" Cllmplicate rather than to 
facilitate matters. In fact, the vot<>r's right is 
nllthing more than the counterfllil of the appli­
cation form which the man fills in. \Vhen 
he fills up his form he is given a voter's right, 
which contains certain particulars taken frorn 
his application form. That is merely a certifi. 
cate that he has applied to be put upon the 
roll. It rloes not put him on the roll neces­
sarily. It does not give him the right to 
vote unless he is on the roll, but it has this 
effect: That if he is on the roll he cannot 
vote if he has r.)st his voter's right. It tends 
to complicate Imttters, and I shall he prep.:tred 
to meet anyone who proJHJses to adopt that 
principle. I am perfectly satisfied !t is not 
a good one, and that our system JS better 
without it. The queotion has arisen-I have 
not put it in this Bill, but I believe it 
would be an advantage, and I have had a 
clause drafted·-whether it would not be well 
to provide for regulatiom. It is a principle 
which is adopted in most of the other colo­
nies, and hon. members will be astonish•·d to 
find the extent tn which forms bave to be 
adopted. They have hitherto, unless provided 
for in the Act, been formulated as "' matter of 
departmental detail and admini"tration. Many 
of them, I think, ought to be embodied in 
regulations, and it is d8sirable that regulations, 
which must neces"arily be approved by Parlia­
ment at the earlkst possible date aft,·r being 
pao"ed, should be framed, because they are ver~· 
mnch better than departmental dirt c'ions, even 
though they may proceed from the Princi1•al 
Electoral Registrar. The temporary provisions 
are at the end of the Bill. 

l\Ir. DAWSON: There is something before that. 
Sl'Ction lfi4. 

Mr. J<'ITZGERALil: Yes, why not give the right 
of appeal? 

The HOMI~ SECRETARY: I think that is 
best left to the ,J uscices Act. However, Wb will 
discuss that afterwards w h<"n we come to it in 
cunnnittee. It is not a matter which affects 
any other portion of the Bill. Now the tempor­
ary provisions ma.y be regarded by some hon. 
members as being of a somew':mt drastic character, 
but I think myself, when we arc making a change 
such as this, that it is desirable to purify tile 
roll8 as Inuch as we can. 

Mr. DAWSON: This creates a new roll. 
The H0:\111 SEOilETARY: An absolutely 

new roll, and there are many r~asons for it. 
One obje<:t is that it is proposed now that for 
every name on every roll throughout the colony 
there should be a ~vrit.ten claim. It is a fact that 
a very large number of claims have been care­
fully preserved in the past, while others have 
been lost. That is one reason why it is desir­
able to start afresh. One very important rteason 
is that we are getting rid <•f tl!ree different kinds 
of qualification, and there are, I kuow, thou­
sands upon thou•ands of men who really are 
possessed of a residence qualification, but wlw 
are on the roll in respect of a different qmtlific>..· 
tion. A man, although he resid• s in an elec­
torate, if he happens to reside on his own 
freeholtl, likes to appear on th~ roll m• a free­
lwider. Residence b supposed to be the lowest 
qualifimttion at present. 1 belieYe I myself mn 
on the roll of the electorate I reside in as a free­
holder, and not in connection with resi;l.ence at 
all. 

:Mr. BROWNE: Leaseholders and householder;;, 
too. 

'J'he HOME Sl~CltETAUY: Yes, they are in 
the same condition. \Ve 11re going to strike off 
every name on every roll in regard to those 
three qualitications-freeholder, leaseholder, and 
householder. \Ve nm,t do that, Lecause we are 
going to wipe out those f!lutlific>Ltions altogether. 
Those thre" qualifications we must wipe off and 
treat as nullities, and while we are doing that it 
is desimble tbttt we should take the opportunity 
of cleausing the rolls, and making a clean sw;·ep. 
That is ex>tctly the way in which it was done 
when our bst Elections Act was passed in 18t;5, 

Mr. HARDACHE: There will be a big outcry of 
public feeling against that. 

The HOMI<J SECRETARY: I do not think 
so. One very strong reason I have urged is that 
if we are o-oing to have a written document with 
regard to" every claim and every qualification 
which will appear on our rolls for the future, 
f hen, thh; is the only way you can secure that ; 
that is to say that every man throughout 
the colony shuuld receive a notice to say 
that unless he makes a claim within a 
certain time his name will disappear from 
the roll no matter what his qualification is. 
By thn.t' means you will secure a most important 
point-that is, that there shall be a claim, with 
his signature to it1 W"hich will be avai!able for 
llllrposes of companson m tbe event of h1s trymg 
to get on some other roll with that name, or 
pos-·ibly with oome other name. 

:Mr. HARDACRE : There are thousands of pro­
perly tilled up cL•ims quite recently, and wby 
should they be knocked off? 

The SPEAKER : Order i 
Mr. FrTZGERALD : Why challenge the present 

residence men on the rolls ? 
'l'he HOi:viE SECRETARY: I do not see 

why any distinction should be made at all. 
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Probably 75 per cent. of the electors on the 
various rolls will have to go off, because their 
qualifications will be destroyed. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : No. 
The SPEAKER : Order ! Although not 

quite in order, I have allowed, within limita­
tions, interjections to be made, so long as they 
did not seem to interfere with the course of the 
hon. member's speech. Interjections have been 
freely allowed, because it seemed to be the 
desire on both sides that information should be 
given fully as the h<m. gentleman proceeded. I 
trust that that latitude will not be carried 
beyond reasonable limits. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The great pro­
portion of electors will entirely disappear from 
the rolls, as their qualifications will necessarily 
go, and they must put in another claim for 
residence, if ~hey happen to have it. If they 
are put to thts trouble, I do not see why every 
elector should not be put to the same trouble in 
order that we may secure a thorough cleansing of 
the rolls, and have an entirely new start. If a 
man's vote is not worth that trouble under the 
new system which we propose to adopt, he does 
not deserve a vote. Some people want to 
he regularly spoonfed with votes. They need 
to have their votes crammed down their 
throats, and unless there is some organiser 
who is ~repar~d to go round the country and 
cram thetr clatms and thetr votes down their 
throats, they are not prepared to exercise them. 
I believe there are large numbers of people 
throughout the country who do not care twopence 
about their votes. However, every man who is 
on ": roll will get a notice through the post. If 
he IS on half-a-dozen rolls, he will get half-a­
dozen notices, enclosing a form of claim to fill 
up, and surely it is not too much to ask him to 
~ak.e the trouble of filling up that claim. If he 
IS listless in the matter, his na!1le will disappear. 
I propose that he shoukl get surne farther lati­
tude. After he has failAd to put in his claim the 
first time, he will get further notice. 

Mr. LESINA: That is what they are doing 
now; sending notices like that. Four hundred 
were knocked off the other day in that way. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That reminds 
me that under this Bill men will not be knocked 
off the roll for change of residence. An entry 
will mer~l:v be mar!e in the roll that they have 
uhanged their residence. I think that is all I 
need say. I am bound to say that I have not 
dealt as fully as I should h'we liked, especially 
with regard to matters connected with transfers 
from one electorate to another, from one division 
to another, and transfers of residence within the 
division. I hope hon. members have been able 
to understand those provisions without the ex­
planation which I should like to have given. 
The hour is very late, or I could easily have 
taken another half-hour in dealing with that. 
The measure is one that should commend itself 
to hon. members. As one who was not 
enamoured very much of the principle of one 
man one vote, I am prepared to submit to the 
decioion of the people as expressed in the adop­
tion of the Commonwealth Bill. I believe the 
desire of this colony is to fall into line with the 
other colonies. As to whether we should go 
still further, and fall into line with South Aus­
tralia by adopting woman suffrage, I do not 
know. l!'or my own part, I think it is de· 
sirable that we should take one step at a time, 
and leave it to the "Heform Parliament "-if I 
may use the expression-to deal with the larger 
question. I beg to move that the Bill be now 
read a second time. 

Mr. DAW80N: You have done very well. 
HoNOURABLE MRliBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DA"WSON (Charters Towers): I move 

that the debate be now adjourned. 
Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at twenty-eight minutes 

past 11 o'clock. 




