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Questions.

THURSDAY, 2 NOVEMBER, 1899,

The SPEAKER took the chair at balf-past 3

o’clock.
PAPER.

The following paper, laid on the table, was
ordered o be printed :—Correspondence respect-
ing the testing of rifles for the Queensland
Transvaal contingent.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. R. Dickson,
Bulinba): I may state that the  Cornwall” left
the Brishane Roads, reporting “all well,”at 11-30

this morning.
QUESTIONS.
ProvisioN rorR FaMILIES OF VOLUNTEERS FOR
THE TRANSVAAL,

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) asked the Premier—

1. What is the number of married men with families
who are about to leave for the Transvaal with the
Queensland contingent ?

2. Have the Government made any arrangements to
provide for the wives and children of these married men
in the event of any of the latter meeting with death in
battle ¥

3. Are the Goveinment satisfied that nome of the
families so left by their breadwinners are in want?

4. Is it true that some of the married men have joined
the contingent as single men, and that during the past
few days there have been several scenes at the Meandah
encampment cuused by deserted wives seeking their
vohnteer husbands?

The PREMIER replied—

1. T am unable at present to supply the information
asked for,

2. The life of each member of the contingent has been
insured by the Government for the sum of £250, in
addition to which the families will be entitled to com-
passionate allowance at Imperial rates.

3 and 4. Inquiries are being made on these points.

TaE PuBLic LIBRARY.
Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay) asked the
Home Secretary—

1. Have the trustees of the Publie Library of Queens-
land been put in possession of the building formerly
occupied by the trustees of the Queensland Museum
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2, Uf so, when ¥

3. Is the catalogue of books in the library com-
pleted ?

4, When is the library likely to be opexed for public
use ¥

The PREMIER replied—

1. Yot yet.

2. The alteration of the Exhibition Buildings for
Museum purposes is now practically completed, and the
transfer of the Museum to the new premises will be
immediately proceeded with, A plan showing the
alterations required in the Museum for the accommo-
dation of 100,000 voluines has been prepared, and the
work will be commenced as soon as the building is
vacated,

3. Owing to the fact that for several months past a
large proportion of the books have had to be packed and
stored, the completion of the cavalogue has been neces-
sarily delayed.

4. 1t is impossible to state at present.

FEES IN QUEENSLAND NATIONAL
BANK PROSECUTIONS.

On the motion of Mr. McDONALD (Flinders),
it was resolved—

That there be 1aid on the table of the House—

1. A return showing the names of the barristers-at-law
ensployed on behalt of the Crown in the Queensland
National Bank prosecutions.

2. A list of all fees (in the said cases) paid to each of
such barristers from the date of the decision of the late
Attorney-General to institute such proceedings.

GRAMMAR SCHOOLS.
RESUTMPTION OF DEBATH.

On the Order of the Day being read for the
resumption of the adjourned debate on Mr.
Groom’s motion—

1. That, in the opinion of this House, the time has
arrived when the Grammar Schools Act 1860 and the
Grammar Schools Act Amendment Act of 1864 should be
repealed ; and that the grammar schools established
under the provisions ot these Acts should form part of
the educational system of the ecolony, and bhe placed
under the control of the Secretary for Public Instrue-
tion as the responsible Minister of the Crowa in charge
of the Education Department.

2. That an Address be presented to the Governor,

praying that His Excellency will be pleased o cause
the necessary action to be taken to give effect to the
foregoing resolution—
* The SKCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. D. H. Dalvymple, Mackay) said : T am
rather embarrassed to know what is meant by this
resolution, particularly when I remember the
arguments by which the resolution was sup-
ported, The hon. member has said that the
grammar schools of the colony are very ad-
mirably conducted, and he made this statement,
among others in which he highly praised the
managetuent of the grammar schools—

I take this opportunity of saying—and it is only
right that I should say it—that it is not intended by e
in moving this motioh to cast the slightest reflection
in any way whatever upon the various hcad masters
and head mistresses of the gramnar schools of Queens-
land. I believe the whole of them, in their several
capacities, have done excellent work, and are trying,
as far as they possibly can, with the limited means at
their disposal, to carry out the duties entrusted to them of
educating our youth in the higher branches of knowledge.
Again he says—

And, therefore, considering the heavy responsibility
which has rested upon them from the time those schools
were established up to the present, so far from saying
anything which would be derogatory to them, I contend
that they deserve the greatest credit for the success
which has attended their effurts, more cspecially when
we bear in mind the number of pupils they have turned
out who have distinguished themselves in professional,
commercial, and other walks of life.

In the face of those statements it is rather diffi-
cult to understand, if I am so to understand it,
that the hon. member wants the whole of the
grammar school sysiem abolished, and that the
schools should be taken into the hands of the
State. I could understand that argnment if the
hon. member had endeavoured to show that the
gramwmar school system was a failure, but I am
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at a loss to understand how he arrives at the
conclosion expressed in the resolution, because
the arguments which he has given us are to the
effect that the grammar school system is bighly
successful. I do not know from his resolution
whether he desires to abolish it altogether, or
whether he does not, but it is open to that inter-
pretation, and his arguments would in many
nstances lead up to the conclusion that the
Grammar Schools Act should be repealed. The
hon. member during his speech seemed desirous of
showing, not that the GrammarSchools Act should
be repealed ; notthat the whole system should be
revised ; not that the trustees should be done
away with, and that the schools should be placed
under the control of the Secretary for Public
Instruction ; but he seemed disposed to think that
the Grammar Schools Act required amendment
or revision. But then having proceeded to show in
one part of his speech that the Act only required
a little revision, in another part he shows that
the results of the grammar school system are
apparently so eminently satisfactory that there
really would be no justification for interfering
with it at all. Une position taken up by the
hon. member was that it was desirable that an
inspection of the grammar schools should be
made by some competent authority., That is, T
think, quite in keeping with the opinion of the
House, aud I think that it would be desirable,
but that is a very little way to go when what
you have to prove is that you must do away with
our grammar schonl systen aliogether. Itseemed
as if the speaker would be satisfied if an addition
was made to the arrangements at present existing,
The State now has no authority under the Actto
inspecs grammar schools, nor hasit the machinery
to inspect them. Bus if the House desires, and T
think the desire would be reasonable enough,
that there should be some supervision over
grammar schools, it might be pos:ible, and I
should be glad 1o promise as far as I am able to
promise, to induce some competent person
from the University of Sydney to take upon
himself the responsibility of ~inspecting ounr
gramumar schools and their methods. But in
order to inspect those schools properly and in a
way that would satisfy the publie, it is certain
that we shounld have to go outside the present
Btate school system. We should have to get
sowmie gentlemen whose antecedents have been
such as to bring them before the public in some
high character ; they would have to be men who
had degrees. Our State school system is not
necessarily statfed by persons who have acquired
a very great deal of distinction as seholars ; their
function is more the funetion of the schoolmaster.
And if it is desirable—and I venture to say
that I think it is desirable—to have grammar
schools inspected, in order fo satisfy the opinion
which has been expressed by a large portion
of the public, then we have no machiuery at
hand in our State school systemn wherewith to
conduct an efficient examination. It is one
thing to say our grammar schools need inspection
and quite another thing to say that the Grammar
Schools Act should be repesled, and that the
trustees, I imagine, should be no longer I-ft in
charge of those institutions in any shape or
form. I am not prepared to say that I am in
favour of that, for I cannot understand why our
grammar schools as they exist at pressnt should
be done away with altogether, unless the hon.
meinber is prepared to maintain—what he is not
prepared to maintain—that they are absolute
failuves. I should be much better prepared to
deal with this matter, and I think the discussion
of it would be very much mors profitable, if the hon.
member had brought in a Bi:1 dealing with thesub-
ject, instead of proposing a resolution to the effect
that the Grammar Schools Act should be re-
pealed, and that the State should take charge of
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those schools. He should have brought in a
Bill indicating what was the best way to bring
about what he desires. Hon, members on the
opposite side very often bring in Bills dealing
with subjects which they desire to call public
attention to, and which they think are of im-
portance, and I venture to say that that is
a much more practical way of dealing with a
subject than by submitting a sort of academic
motion such as is the one before the House.
But it seems to me that the hon. member desires
as far as possible to escape responsibility. I do
not know whether hon. members opposite are
quite preparcd to take that responsibility, and
1 am really sorry that the hon. member for
Drayton and Toowoomba, who has been so long
in the House, and who may be called the
father of the House, should, on a subject like
this, which he professes to have studied par-
ticularly, have merely brought forward a vague
resolution instead of tabling a Bill showing
the ideas he may have for reforming the present
system. The hon. member points out that there
are thirty-five pupiis at the Toowoomba Grara-
mar School, and 231 at the Brisbane Grammar
School, and he says it is a manifest injustice
that they should receive the same amount
of endowment, but that it is not for him to
say whether the endowment is too little in
Brisbane or too much in Touwoomba. I should
say it is. perfectly clear that it is too much in
Toowoomba, but it would not suit the hon.
member in his position as member for Too-
woomba to say that £1,000 was an excessive
sum to pay for thirty-five pupils at Toowoomba,
or that if Toowormba received £1,000 for thirty-
five pupils, Brishane should get £8,000 per annum,
Then, agaln, the hon. member tells us, and per-
haps tells us correctly, that we must not forget
that the founders of the grammar schools have
their rights. What are we dealing with in this
matter ? I should like to know how he proposes
to deal with those rights. Upon that point the
hon. member was quite silent. The hon. member
quoted a report, and a very valuable one, of the
Royal Commission on secondary education in
England, and he would lead us to believe that
the recommendations of the commissioners
entirely bore out the resolution which we
have here before us, which I say is, if not inde-
finite, nothing more than that the State should
take over the grammar schools. I should just
like to read the following quotation from the
report to which the hon. member referred : —

So far from desiving that secondary education
should be a matter for a Department of State to control,
we propose to leave the initiative in public action to
Ineal authorities, and to prevent even those authorities
from superseding the action of individuals. So far {rom
attempting to induee uniformity, we trust that a free
and spontaneous variety, and an open field for experi~
ment and enterprise of all kinds, will be scrupulously
preserved. We conceive, in short, that some central
authority is required, not in order to control but rather
to supervise the secondary education of the country,
not to override or supersede local action.

So that, so far as that report is concerned, I think
it goes to show that it would be advisable not to
take over the whole control of the grammar
schools by the State ; not to do in fact what the
hon. member seems to desire should be done, but
rather to leave it in the bands of the local autho-
rities to exercice more discretion and control. I
say, then, that if the system of control is to be
altered to begin with at present by having an
inspection by officials under the Department of
Public Instruction, which at present it has not
got, some qualified pevson from the Sydney or
Melbourne University would have to be obtained,
and with that I am entirely in accord. I am
not prepared to say that I altogether disagree
with the motion because I cannot say what if
means,
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Mr., Dawsox : How do you intend to vote ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
‘We shall see about that. Probably some fur-
ther light will be thrown upon the matter. The
hon, member for Toowoomba, before the debate
is over, will be able to put clearly before the
House what he does mean-—whether he meauns a
revision or a revolution.

Mr. Dawson: He made it clear enough by his
speech.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The motion
and the speech are quite different,

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC LANDS:
Exactly. The motion and the speech are quite
different.

Mr. Dawson: Oh, nonsense !

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
As far as the motion is concerned he spoke of a
radical change., He says the whole system of
grammar schonl education requires revision, and
I know he said in a part of hisspeech that ample
ground had been shown for a radical change in
the government of our schools. While he tells
us that a radical change is necessary in the
governmeni of the schools, he goes on and tells
us nothing but what is good of the government
of those schools, and he showed the magnificent
results which have accrued by reason of the
ability of the teachers and those who govern the
schools. e practically says also that the
founders have rights, and that those rights should
be protected. In considering the hon. member’s
speech it all depends upon the point of view from
which we are lonking at it whether we can dis-
cover what he is aiming at. I say the speech is
inconsistent, that it does not support his own
conclusions, and I should be glad to bear, by and
by, clearly what the hon. gentleman means;
whether he means revision, or inspection, or the
overturning of the present system altogether,
as we can well imagine when he talks about a
radical change being brought about. I say that
in this matter I require more light. I know
exactly what I am in favour of. I am in favour
of an inspection of the grammar schools, and I
have n6 doubt that that could be brought about
if the House approves of the idea. We might
approach the Sydney University, and we should
probably have to pay £200 or £300 to a com-
petent man. We could, by that means, obtain,
in the first instance, some kind of areport. from an
unbiased authority. That,Ithink,isgoodenough,
but with regard to the rest of the resolution
generally I should like to hear from the hon.
member more clearly than I have heard up to
the present what he really means. A portion of
his speech I am certainly in favour of, but un-
fortunately if I look to another portion of it T
am not in favour of it, and it does not in the
least enincide with the other portion, In fact,
it conflicts absolutely with it, and it would be
very much better if the hon. gentleman would
put forward clearly what he would approve of,
and what faults, if any, he finds with the present
method of conducting the grammar schoole, He
has found none whatever in bis speech. He has
praised them, and, generally speaking, I think
they are fairly entitled to praise.

Mr. Dawson: He gave credit where credit
was dus, and he blamed them where blamable.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS ;
There was no such discrimination,

Mr. Groom : I scrupulously kept away from
the late disgraceful scenes at the Brisbane
Girls’ Grammar School, and you know it.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICLANDS:
That may be, but the grammar schools have at
any rate been in existence for twenty years,
and the results, as the hon. member says, have
been fairly satisfactory.

Mr., Groon ; According to circumstances.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I say that on the whole they seem to have been
eminently satisfactory.

Mr. GrooM : Not in all cases.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I should like to know if the hon. gentleman
believes that any system devised by human
means is going to give perfrct satisfaction under
all circumstances, and I should particularly like
to know in what shape he wishes the State to
conduct these schools? The hon. member sits
on the bench opposite as other hon. members do,
and we know that the burden of their song is that
they are compelled to sit on that bench, because
the Government cannot mauage to carry on sabis-
factorily theadministrativeservicesof thecountry.
That is why they are there, I pre-
sume, and yet we find certain schools
in the colony which are under inde-
pendent authorities, who, according to the hcn.
member, have done admirable work, and the
hon. member for Tuowoomba desires to take
away from them that control—at any rate, he
seems 10 desire that. I would really like to know
what the hon. member does desire ; but, assuming
that he desires a radical revolution, then those
schools would be taken away from the control of
the trustees at Toowoomba and elsewhere—ad-
mirable gentlemen—and placed under the control
of the Secretary for Public Instruction, whom
the hon. member regards with-—call it aversion,
possibly, or call it contempt—but whom the bon.
member looks upon—judging by the columns of his
paper—as a thoroughly incapable person.

Mr. Grood : That is an untruth,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS :
‘What he professes politically on those benches,
and what other hon. members also profess—
although they beiieve that the Government is
incapable and cannot manage business—-is that
they desire to take away from the schools of
Toowonmba, from the schools of Rockhampton,
from the schonls of Townsville, that local
management which they have. This really passes
understanding, and 1 may point out that,
although some friction has occurred in Brisbane
Iately, I have seen articles in the papers of
Rockhampton and in one or two other districts
of the colony, saying that they are very reluctant
—they protest, indeed, against it—to blame the
ladies and gentlemen connected with the various
schools, and to take the control of those schools
out of the hands of those people, who they
believe are very eftheently conducting them, and
place it in the hands of the State, so that every-
thing shall be centralised in Brisbane. I really
should like to know the bearing of the resolution.
1 should like to know precisely how far the hon.
member desires to go; whether he desires to
turn out—or, at any rate, deprive of all power—
the trustees who havefor many years managed the
schools with a great deal of satisfaction to the
local residents. I do not know what the feeling
is in Toowoowsba. It is quite possible that the
hon. member’s motion will give the greatest
satisfaction in regard to the Toowooumba school
—that the trustees are inefficient——

Mr. GrooM : I did not say so.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Possibly the hon. member may believe that the
headmaster is incapable, or 1equires a great deal
of pusling up—-of pin-pricking-—in order to make
him do his duty properly. That is not my
opinion of anyone connected with the Toowoomba
school. Syill that is what one would suppose
from the fact that he desires that no local control
should be retained by those bodies. If the
control is going to be taken out of the hands of
the trustees—as it must be if we carry this
motion—-and handed over entirely to the State,
the local trustees will have no justification for
their existence, and the schools will go out of
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local hands and into the hands of the Ministry,
As to whether that is desirable or not, the hon.
member did not make clear, and before I can
come to any definite conclusion on the resolution
I require more light. I believe it would be of
advantage to the State to have the grammar
schools inspected by a cmpetent authority. I1f
that is what the hon. member means, then I am
with him ; but I cannot go further than that
until T amn certain what the hon. member means
—whether he means a revolntion, or whether he
means a reformation—and that T cannot say.
Mr. T. B. CRIBB (Ipswich): The hon.
member for Toowoomba, in introducing this
motion, gave what I consider a very valuable
résumé of the Acts under which our present
grammar schools are incorporated, but he made
what I believe to be an error. He men-
tioned in his speech that the original subscribers
in some schools had died out, and there were not
safficient of them to elect the subscribers’ trus-
tess, L am rather inclined to think that the
hon. member is mistaken, because in the case of
the Tpswich Grammar School— which is the oldest
by far of the grammar schools in the colony,
being over thirty years of age—there are still
more than sufficient original subscribers to com-
ply with all the requirements of the Act. 1In
addition to that, there are numbers of subsequent
subscribers, so that, if the number of foundation
subscribers was redunced, there are still plenty of
subseribers. I am rather inclined to think that
in a place like Toowoomba the number of sub-
scribers has not been so reduced that they have
no right to be represented by trostees. If the
hon. member proposed that the various schoois
should be subject to Government inspection, I
would cordially agree with him, That is a
matter which the trustees of the Ipswich school
have been agitating for for some time, and I
believe the trustees of all the grammar schools
in the colony would approve of some system of
inspection. The present system of gauging the
work done by the schools by the Sydney senior
and junior examinations is not at all a satisfac-
tory one. It is only an svidence of the ahility of
some few of the girls or boys and of the special
attention that has been given to sheir classes ; but
it iz no evidence at all of the general work
done by the schools. Certainly 1 favour—and
I believe all the trustees of the grammmar schools
favour—any motion which might be passed to
supply Government inspection. I may say,
further, that svme of the schools have spoken
about this matter, and would, certainly, if the
way bad been clear, have provided for such
inspection, but the ditliculty has been with regard
to the expense, To provide suitable inspection,
the work could hardly be undertaken by one
man, There are classics, mathematics, sclence,
and other parts of the curriculum to be con-
sidered. A person with a university degree
might be well qualified to examine on some
portionsof thecurriculum, but he would be unable
to undertake the work in other branches of
study, and, consequently, the expenseof providing
suitable inspection would be altogether too
much for the schools to bear. But if the Govern-
ment would undertake the work, I believe all
the schools would be perfectly willing to fall in
with the scheme. The hon. member who
introduced the motion made no attempt to prove
that the schools are in any way ineficient ; that
the trustees do not perform their duties properly,
or are in anyway incompetent. Rather, I think,
he gave credit to the schonls for the good work
that has been done, and I fail to see that he has
given any sound reasons why the schools should
be handed over to the Department of Public
Instruction, The Government have to approve
of the trustees elected by the subsceribers which
gives - them control over the choice of the
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subscribers, while they have absolute control
over the appointment of four other trustees.
If the Government wish to obtain any more
efficient control over these schools, it is quite in
their power to attain that object by the appoint-
ment of suitable trustees. 1t is perfectly true
that trouble has occasionally arisen between the
trustees of these schools and the teachers—head
teachers or junior teachers. We have had an
example of this recently in connection with the
Brisbane Girls’ Grammar School, but this is not
the time to go into the merits or demeriis of
that case. I do not think that anyone can
contend for a single moment that the handing
over of these schools to the Department of
Public Instiuction would make any differ-
ence with regard to the appointment or dis-
missal of the various teachers, 1f there has
been any complaint at all as to the trustees being
occasionally arbitrary in connection with the
dismissal of these teachers, T would ask hon.
members to consider whether these officers would
be likely to receive less arbitrary treatment if
they wers under the Department of Public In-
struction than they would under the trustees, I
don’t think so. Isit nota fact that when teachers
have been shifted, or disrated, or dismissed, the
department has been assailed by various members
of Parliament to obtain the restoratirm or re-
instatement of these teachers? Do we not all
know that a considerable amount of pressure has
been brought to bear time and again on the
head of the department to obtain the restora-
tion of certain teachers who were disrated or
dismissed by the department? Is it reasonable
to suppose that if these grammar schools were
under the control of the Kducation Depart-
ment that this difficulty would be obviated?
I don’t think it will. There is one other matter
I would like to refer to, and that is with
regard to the endowment of lands for these
schools, As the hon. member for Toowoomba
explained, under this Act, these schools are
entitled to an endowment of land to the value
of £2,000. 'The intention of the framers of the
Act was this : they had the idea that land in
Queensland was rapidly increasing in value, and
that in course of time this land would become
so valuab’e as to provide sufficient income to
enable these schools to cease to be a burden on
the State. But we know that that has not been |
realised. There are very few places outside the
metropolis where land has increased so much in
value that the income from same would make
these schools independent of subsidy by the State.
While various Governments have given this
endowment to three grammar schools—the Ips-
wich Boys’ and the Boys’ and Girls’ Schools in
Brisbane—other grammar schools have been
refused this land endowment, The previous
Minister for Education persistently refused to
recommend that such endowment should be
given to other schools. I thivk that is a very
bad policy, because the Act provides for it, and
I contend that all should be treated alike., I
cannot see why any exception should be made

between one school and another., I know that
several Ministers have been in favour of
this; Dut, notwithstanding all our efforts,

it has not been given to the Girls’ Grammar
School at Ipswich, and to the grammar
schools at Maryborough, Rockhampton, and
Townsville, in accordance with the Act. I may
say that one Minister said to me: * What is the
use of having this endowment in land, any
income derived from it will reduce your endow-
ment in cash 97 We are quite prepared to accept
that position, and I would like to remind hon.
mewhbers that when the old site of the Brisbane
Boys’ Grammar School was resumed for railway
purposes, they got £10,000 and a new site, I
am not grumbling at that.,  When the Girls’
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Grammar School in Brisbane was established, it
was endowed with 18 acres of lund, of which
three acres have been resumed for railway
purposes, and for this the trustees received
an allowance of £4,000. They have received
in actual cash double the original value of
that land. I repeat that all schools should
be on the same footing in regard to endowment.
T am sorry that the hon. member for Toowoomba
spoke so disparagingly of the school in his town
—whether it was properly managed I am not
prepared to say, but it must be borne in mind
that the cash endowment is not given on
the basis of the attendance at the school
but on the amount of meney collected from the
residents on behalf of the school ; and T say that
country places like Ipswich and Toowoomba
which have raised £2,000 to establish these
schools deserve every credit for having done so,
1 would alsc point out that in and around
Brishane there are a large bcdy of Civil
servants who can afford to send their children to
the local grammar school, so that they do not need
the endowment to the same extent as grammar
schools which are not in that fortunate position.
I have ponted out that the Brisbane schools are
specially favoured in the matter of population,
and the number of persons here in a position to
take advantage of them and pay the fees required.
Buat there is” another advantage. There have
been in the Brisbane schools at one time some-
thing like 150 pupils, for each of whom the State
was paying sixteen guineas a year in addition to
the endowment. While I would not be in favonr
of lessening the number of scholarships, I point
out that the circumstances are such that the
Brisbane schools, on account of the surroundings,
can always obtain a far larger proportion of
scholarship pupils than any of the other schools,
and in that way alsothey receive a larger revenue
than any of the country schools. I willconclude
by saying that if the hon. member for Toowoomba,
will confine his proposal to some system of
Government inspection of grammar schools I
will be very much pleased to support him.

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW : I do not wish to
detain the House by speaking at any length
on this matter, and I will therefore put the
remarks I have to make in as concrete a form as
pussible. I cousider the motion a step in the
right direction in perfecting the State school
system of the colony, Does the Xducation

epartment know whether the money spent on
the grammar schools is properly spent or not ? I
know one school where there are fifty-four pupils
and they cost £870 a year, and that is far above
the average of the State school system. I con-
sider that wherever the State eontrilbutes money
to the educational institutions of the colony they
should have some power over the institutions to
which it is given. T consider that the State
schools should be elementary, and when the
children reach the fifth class m them they should
be admitted to the grammar schools free.

HonoUrABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear |
Mr. BARTHOLOMEW : T consider that our

grammar schools should be eonsidered as high
schools or secondary schools, If the grammar
schools were worked on. the State school principle
they could be worked for half what they cost
now. Ihold with themover of this motion that
the grammar schools should be inspected. I
think the State schools should he for the develop-
ment of the mind instead of for cramming it, and
if we are to have a university, I consider we
could have a schedule which would enable pupils
to be prepared on a proper university scale. We
have to reme¢mber the children from the back
blocks, and if they wish to take advantage of the
grammar schools they have to pay board and
vesidence as well as high grammar school fees.
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If we are to build up a nation we must attend to
the education of the children, and I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion now before the
House,

* The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{(Hon. J. V. Chataway, Mackay): Tam sorry so
little interest is taken in this matter. I may be
wrong, but X think it one of the most important
matters which has come before the House for
a long time. It involves the questious, first,
whether State assistunce to secondary education
is desirable, and, secondly, the question whether
we are now giving that assistance in the best
possible way. It 1s not often I find myself tho-
roughly in accord with the hon. member for
Drayton and Toowoomba, but on this cceasion
I have the fullest sympathy with his motion as
it is worded. I am speaking now purely as a
private member, asthis has never been a mat-
ter of discussion amongst Ministers to such an
extent as that they have arrvived at a decision
upon it. Personally, I am entirely in favour of
this motion as it is worded. I think, however,
that in the spesch with which the hon. member
introduced the motion he rather, if I may say
so, backed down on the wording of his motion,
and left me under the impression—I think he
left the House under the same impression—and
I know he left my hon. colleague, the other hon.
member for Mackay, under the impression that
he did not wish to go so far as the mntion
indicates, that ke did not wish that the grammar
schools should be grafted on to the education
system of the colony.

Mr, Groow : Oh, yes, I did.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :

That was not the impression he left upon me,
because the hon, member was so loud in his
encomiums of the present grammar school
system and its results. From the unstinted
praise which the hon. gentleman passed upon
them, the impression was left amongst members
that he did not wish the present system to be
entirely abolithed. If it is admitted that we
should help secondary education—and no one at
this time of day will deny it—then the position
T take up is that this is not the most satisfactory
system we could possibly have. It involves very
considerable expense, ard the results are not
commensurate with the expenditure. Thepresent
expenditure upoa grammar scheols is an annual
vote of £10,000, and I think another £3,000 is
spect in scholarshipe, For this expense we
educate some 200 children at a cost of about
£65 per boy or girl, as the case may be. That
is an expenditure which it dces not seem to
me gives an adequate return for the outley.
It is true that by this assistance we enable these
grammar schools to supply an education for a
certain nuiber of other children for whom fees
are paid. I regret to say that in many cases
the pupils sttending the grammar schools are
not of such a character that it is desirable that
the State should supply money to enable them
to receive a secondary education. In a great
many cases boys of considerable age are attend-
ing grammar schools, and when they arrive there
they bhave to rcceive the mere elements of a
primary education. Many are sent in to these
schools frem the back blocks, and, while the fact
that they are sent in there is a proof that their
parents are perfectly well able to pay for their
education, they are receiving it at the cost of the
State, and they are pupils who, I hold, should not
be primarily assisted by the State. Then the
standard of the work of the grammar schools is
necessarily not of the highest, because there is
no competition. One grammar school does not
compete with another, and they are kept com-
paratively at their ease with a staff of tutors
paid by the State. Their existence and the
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promotion of their teachers does not depend upon
effective work. Wherever you withdraw the
element of competition, you naturally get slack-
ness. Wherever masters find that whether the
education they impart is of a high cluss or only
second class, so far as they are concerned it 1s
exactly the same, they will naturally take their
ease, and will be bound to be more slovenly in
their work than they would otherwise be, Not
only then on account of the expenditure, but also
on account of the natural easing off of the
work,'the presentsystemis not the most desirable,
There are those who have, as it were, vested
rights in connection with those

[4'30 p.m.] grammar scheols—the $ubscribers—
but as the hon. member for Drayton

and Toowoomba pointed out, those rights are
largely covered by their present indebtedness.
‘Without checking that staterent to see whether
it is accurate, I think we may take it to be so.
The hon. membsr has given much attention to
this matter, and we may dispose of the claims of
subscribers by the fact stated by him—namely,
that their present indebtedness covers their
claims. I believe it would be possible for the
State to devise a verr much better scheme than
the present one. It may be urged that the
present time is inopportune, as we are about to
found a university, and that in a few years we
shall be much better able to provide loecal
talent to oversee and inspect the grammar
schools. But I think the matter has got
to such a stage that it is very desirable that
before long something should be done. At the
present time the State is educating some 200 of
its brightest boys at a cost of £6d apiece annu-
ally. That cost, I hold, is excessive, and I hope
to be able to show before I sit down that at least
double that number could be educated and at no
greater cost. Thix is a matter to which I have
paid considerable attention for many years, Two
years ago I was in conference, or consuitation, or
talk with a master of the Toowoomba Grammar
School—I think T am at liberty to mention his
name—Mr. Alipass, and he told me that having
carefuily gone into the matter he believed that at
nogreater cost than the presenta very much larger
number of the best and brightest of our students
could be educated. In his letter to me he points
out that country grammar schools are receiving
ourendowment of £1,000, with fees forscholarship
pupils amounting to about £200, He leaves out
of account the Brisbane Grammar School, which
stands on a somewhat different basis, owing to
the number of pupils, and to the fact that it is
in keen competition with private institutions
which are able, by the first-class education they
supply, to compete with this State-subsidised
institution in Brisbane. With country grammar
schools the position is somewhat different. For
this £3,200 which the State supplies, some ten or
twelve pupils are educated at an average cost of
from £100 to £120 a year each., I may say he
also pinted out to me that there were from
twenty-five to thirty other pupils whom it was
not desirable that the State should assist in
their secondary education, because they came
to the grammar schools without even having
received a primary education. His scheme for
reconstruction or reformation was that the State
should give a secondary education to these boys
who were fairly capable of receiving it ; and that
the grammar schools, to do that, should be
worked entirely under the control of the Educa-
tion Department; and that the boys of the
fifth and sixth classes of the State schools
who are of more than average ability should be
drafted into the grammar schools for a four
years’ course. That wonld probably provide a
school with 100 boys. Then he goes into the
cost of the staff, and he assures me that at the

present sum, with an allowance for expenses.
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bringing it up to £1,400, instead of educating ten
or twelve boys at a cost to the country of £100
each, 100 or 120 boys could be educated. He
goes on to show that the whole scheme would
provide an addition for the educational facilities
of the colony at no extra cost, by giving
secondary education to about 600 boys, I
said in ‘my opening remarks that it would
about double the number of scholars who would
be assisted by the State. As a matter of fact it
would really educate about six times as many—
that is, leaving out the Brisbane Grammar
School.  He also says that such a scheme would
offer openings for the brightest of the State
school teachers, and that it would relieve many
of the State scho:ls of their pupils in the higher
clagses. Tt is within the knowledge of those
who live in the larger country towns that many
of the State schools have, in their higher classes,
boys who have got a grammar school scholarship
and could not take advantage of it, or perbaps
boys who hoped to get one, but could not afford
to go up for it ; and this scheme would to a large
extunt relieve those schools of their congestion in
the higher classes, It ix to the credit of a great
number of parents in this colony that they are
anxious to give their boys the best education
available, and that they keep them at the State
schools after they are really doing effective work
and getting effective education. That is the
schewe as submitted to me some two years ago,
and it seems to me that there is very much to
recommend it. Of course there are weak points
in it, as there are weak points in every scheme.
One weak point has already been disposed of by
the hon. member. Another is that it does not
supply grammar schools all over the coleny.
There are many towns in the colony the residents
of which will not find any relief from this,
because if they desire to enable their sixth class
pupils to take advantage of the grammar schools
they would have to find board for them in
the towns where those grammar schools are.
Tadmit that that is a very serious objection ;
but it is an ohjection that onght notto be allowed
to weigh where so much benefit would be affor-
ded to the educational facilities of the country,
which would be very largely increased by the
adoption of some such system as this. I believe
the House is very generally of opinion that it
would be wise to increase the facilities for secon-
dary education. Iwmay say I know that is the
case, because the motion hammered through the
House by the hon. member for Musgrave was to
the effect *“ that the facilities for secondary edu-
cation in the colony should be increased ;” and
his motion has been so far carried into effect. I
say again that I sympathise entirely with the
hon. member for Drayton and Toowoomba in this
motion, and if he is of the same opinion as the
wording of the resolution leads us to believe, I
say the whole House ought to support him.
There is a second clause in his resolution, and I
do not know exactly what it means—

That an address be presented to the Governor, praying
that His Excellency will be pleased to cause the
necessary action to be taken to give effect to the fore-
going resolution.

I think it might be as well to leave that out. If
the House are agreed on the matter whatever
Government occupies these benches will intro-
duce the measure on the very first opportunity,
and an address to the Governor will not in any
way hasten it, and the action, as far as I can see,
cannot possibly be taken this session for many
reasons—one being the state of public business,
and another that an important change like this
cannot be entered on without very wide con-
sultation. People interested in the questirn,
and people with special knowledge, would have
to be seen; a mere rough scheme, such as I
have outlined as comirg from cne of the masters
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of the Toowoomba Grammar School, does not
provide a final solution. The details would have
to be worked out, and it would probably take
many months before they could be settled. I
think it would be a wise thing if we omitted
the second paragraph, while I am willing to
accept the first with very much pleasure.

HoxoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. JACKSON (Hennedy): The Secretary

for Agriculture said he was serry that there
did not seem to be more interest taken in
the debate, but I think the reason why there
iz so little interest taken in it is simply because
members on this side, I fancy, thought the
sovernment would allow the motion to go
on the voices, particularly after the remarks
which the Premier made to a deputation that
waited upon him some time ago in reference to
the Brisbane Girls’ Grammar School. The
Premier then expressed himself as being very
favourable, I think, to the idea of placing the
grammar schools under the control of the Minister
for BEducation, though I admit that the Premier
pointed ount that the matter was not quite such
a simple affair as appeared on the tace of it
on account of the vested interests that had
accrued. We recognise these difficulties, and I
think that the fact of recognising these diffi-
culties is an answer to the criticism of the hon,
member’s collengue, the Secretary for Lands,
who advised the hon. member for Toowoomba,
Mr. Groom, to introduce a Bill instead of a
motion. The speech of the hon. member who
has just spoke was sympathetic, but I cannot
say the same of the hon. member’s colleague, the
Secretary for Lands, who devoted a good deal of
his speech to criticising what I may call the
political action of the hon. member for Too-
wonmba—he seemed to drag in personalities that
might very well have been left alone. It seemed
to me that the object of the Secretary for Lands
was to damage the hon. member for Toowoomba
in the eyes of his constituents. Personally, T
think the hon. member for Toowoomba did the
right thing in introducing this question by way
of motinn, becavse we have had so much experi-
ence of the difficulties of any private member
getting a Bill through this House, but we know
he has a chance of getting a motion approved by
Parliament. Besides that, a question of this
sort is not at all suitable, in my opinion, for a
private member to take in charge by way of a
Bill ; it is too difficult a matter. It is a matter
for the Government, and not for a private mem-
ber, to introduce any Bill transferring the gram-
mar schools from the control of trusiees to the
Government. I have not risen to speak at any
length ; T only rose to express sympathy on my
part, and I think I may say the same of hon.
members on this side.

MeMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear!

Mr. JACKSON : I think I may expreas their
sympathy with the efforts of the hon. member
for Toowoomba in the direction of placing these
grammar schools under the control of the Go-
vernment, and in advancing the cause of secondary
education. We not only believe in doing what
we can_ for primary education, but we also
believe in assisting secondary education to the
utmost of our power. I think, after the remarks
of the Secretary for Agriculture, there really is
not very much need to debate the matter very
much further, because after the sympathetic
tone in which he spoke, though he spoke as a
private member, I assume that there will be no
difficulty in carrying this motion this afternoon.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The TREASURER (Hon. R. Philp, Towns-
ville): I have only a few words to say on this
question. I do not think it wonld be very wise
for the State to interfere with these schools, which
are proprietary schools subsidised by the State.
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They are really owned by the subscribers, but
the State has been very liberal in subsidising
them, and, though I must coufess that I do not
think they have been altogether the success which
most people say they have been, I do not
think 1t would be a good thing for them to be
taken over by the State. 1fwe are going to take
them over we shall first have to compensate the
subscribers, and some of those schools are in
deht. I think it would be better to have an amend-
ment to the present Bill authorising the Govern-
ment to appeint an inspector for these schools—
not an occasional inspector, but a permanent
inspector, the same as we have for our State
schools. I sbelieve that would add very much
to the usefulness of our grammar schools, hut I
think it would be a mistake for the State to
comne in now and take over those schools. It
would cost a great deal of money, and 1 question
whether the State could efficiently manage the
schools so much better than they are managed
now. With a thorough system of inspection I
think the schools could be—

Mr. Jackson: You would stiil have a body of
men like the trustees to supervise them.

The TREASURER: Why should we have
these schools in the hands of the State providing
free education ?

Mr, JaoksoN : That is what T want, anyhow.

The TREASURER : It would stop the pay-
ment of fees whereas the parents of the balk of
the boys who attend are able to pay and ought
to pay the fees. If we have free grammar
schools, by-and-by we shall want a free university.
I think that would be a great mistake, because
to my mind we have as many lawyers and
doctors as we are likely to want for some time to
come.

Mr. Jacksox : They would have to pass an
examination to get there even if it were free, and
only the best boys would pass.

The TREASURER : If you had free graramar
schools every boy could get there over a certain
age.

gAn HowouraBLE MEMBER: Why not?

The TREASURER : I do not think they
should get there without some gualification, At
present the best boys in the colony, if they pass
a certain examination, can get in without fee.

Mr. McDonngLL : Only State school boys,

ough.
Thge TREASURER : Or any other schools
inspected by a State inspector, Ithink we went
pretty far the other night when we passed a
resolution in favour of the State establishing
schonls of mines—a very desirable thing to do;
but if we go on at this rate we shall find our-
selves in the same position as Victoria was in
five or six years ago.

An HowouraBLr MEMBER : There are no
grammar schools in Victoria. .

The TREASURYER : But they have a lot of
higher education in that colony ; and at the time
of which I speak they were spending £800,000 a
year on education, and they cut the amount
down in one year by £250,000. If we go on like
this we shall come to the same position, because
we are not always going to bave a big surplus in
the Treasury, and I think we should go on gradu-
ally. I think that if we get our grammar
schools thoroughly inspected we shall be doing
good work., There are lots of boys going to our
grammar schools whose parents can afford to pay
for their education, and why should they not
pay? We know that a section of the commu-
nity pay for the cost of educating their own
children, besides paying a share of the cost of
the education in the State schools as well. I do
nof think it is fair.

Mr. JENKINSON : They need not pay it unless
. they like.

th
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Mr. Jaoxson: This will not involve free
education in the grammar schools.

The TREASURER : 1t will come to that. If
the State takes over the entire charge of the
grammar schools this year, you will find that
next year there will be a motion introduced in
this House that the education in those schools
shall be free. I am quite certain of that, Ithink
that the parents of three-fourths of the children
in the grammar schools can afford to pay for
their education ; and as for the other fourth, the
State is now paying for their education. Clever
lads pass from the State schools to the grammar
schools.

Mr. JacksoN: Tax the rich people another

way.

The TREASURER : Wemay do; but I think
this is a fair way of taxing them—making themn
pay for“the higher education of their children.
I shall oppose the motion as it stands ; but if it
is altered to provide that a Bill be introduced to
amend the Act so as to ensure the thorough
inspection of grammar schools, I shall support

it.

Mr. O'CONNELL (Musgrave): T should like
to say a few words on this question, which 1
take considerable interest in. I think the last
speaker failed to see that if we are going to
have a thorough inspection of these schools they
must be under State control, or the result will
be, when the inspector’s report comes in, and le
says, ‘‘This school is not being worked pro-
perly,” the trustees will say, “This is a pro-
prietary school. You can put the report where
you like. 'We do not recognise him and are not
going to recognise his suggestions.” There
can be no doubt about it that there is a neces-
sity for inspection. Not only here, but in
England, there is a movement for the inspec-
tion of secondary schools, and I believe it
must come here if the grammar schools are
going %o be worked properly. But if the
inspection is carried out, it is absolutely neces-
sary that some authority should be vested in the
State to enable the Department of Instruction
to enforce the recommendations of the inspector.
The inspector would have to be very highly paid,
and a very efficient man. It has been said it is
probably doubtful if any one man would be
capable of dealing with all the subjects. How-
ever, that is a matter of detail. To my mind, the
real necessity is that the inspector should have the
power,ifheseestheschoolsarenot doingtheir work
satisfactorily, of altering the way they are being
worked. I should like to say one word about
the value of education. I wasreading a book on
the subject the other day, and it was put this
way: That everybody thinks it is very desirable
that his own children should be as well educated
as he possibly can, but never thinks of the value
it is to the nation that the children of everybody
should be educated. But it is as much value
to him, as a citizen of Queensland or a citizen
of Australia; not only that his own children
should be well educated, but that the children
of everyone in the colony, or in the country,
should have as good an education as possible, so
as to fit them for the life in which they may
have to earn their living and contribute as much
intelligence as it 1s possible to contribute towards
the whole work of the colony or the federated
States of Australia or any other portion of the
British Empire. I believe there is no money we
can reasonably be expected to vote that can be
better spent than in providing our young people
with the intelligence which will fit them to meet
the competition which is going on all over the
world in business—in Germany, in the United
States, and all the countries of the world that
are going ahead in business, The aim of the Go-
vernment should be to increase the intelligence of
its people. Iam perfectlysatisfied thatthemotion
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is a desirable one, and that the Stateshould have
some control, and its first aim should be the
inspection of the grammar schools. .

Mr. GROOM (Drayton and Toowoomba), in
reply : If anything justifies the motion which I
have before the House it is the fact that from
all parts of the colony I have received letters
thanking me for introducing this motion; mak-
ing various suggestions, some particnlarly in the
direction that the hon. member for Musgrave
has mentioned ; and pointing out that large sums
of money are now being spent on the grammar
schools without any practical effect whatever.
am not going to fnllow what I may call the per-
sonal attack made upon myself by the Secretary
for Lands., Why or wherefore it was made, I
am sure I donotknow. Ineveralluded tothe hon.
gentleman in thecourseof my speech. Itook what
I conceived to be broad grounds in dealing with
a great public question, and I expected the
hen, gentleman would have replied in a similar
strain, and why or wherefore he should choose to
go out of his way to make an attack on mein
connection with a matter of this kind, I cannot
for the life of me understand ; nor do I think
it is calculated to enhance his own reputation or
the reputation of those with whom he is asso-
ciated. To drag in the Zoowoomba Chronicle
into a public discussion in this Chamber I cannot
understand what it means. I have said before,
and I say again, that I am only a sleeping
partner in the Chronicle, and my partners
conduct their business in the way they think
best in their own interests. I object strongly to
my private affairs being dragged into a discussion
in this House. I neverdragin other people’s pri-
vate affairs or ever say a word by way of personal
attack on a member with a view of damaging
him in the eyes of his constituents—not that I
think that what the hon. gentleman has said can
possibly damage me in the eyes of my consti-
tuents, becaunse they do not care three straws
what the hon. gentleman may say., Therefore T
shall not refer to what the hon. gentleman said
except on mattersin connection with this motion.
I think I made it as clear as possible, when I
brought in the motion, that my object was to
achieve three things: The first was a thorough
inspeection of the grammar scheols, and I think
thst is admitted on all sides. Secondly, a better
arrangement of the distribution of the endow-
ment, I think I pointed out that we were paying
£10,000 a year to the grammar schools.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is
quite different to bringing them under the De-
partment of Instruction.

Mr. GROOM: Yes; but will the hon. gentle-
man pardon me for saying that if the grammar
schuols were under the control of the State and
a responsible Minister of the Crown, and such a
state of things as T pointed out existed—that the
Brisbane Grammar School, with 240 scholars,
wasonly getting £1,000 a vear, and another school,
with only thirty-five scholars, was receiving a
similiar sum—he would naturally inquire what
was the cause. I pointed that out as one reason
why these schools should be under State control.

The SECRETARY FPOR AGRICULTURE: And part
of our educational gystem.

Mr, GROOM : That is why I say the educa-
tional system requires amendment. The Gram-
mar Schools Act was passed in 1862, and surely
our laws ave not like the laws of the Medes and
Persians ? Surely we are not going to say that
our laws are never to be amended—that once we
pass a law there it is to be for ever? The circum-
stances of the colony have altered entirely since
the Act was passed, and it is necessary now we
should direct our attention tothe presentcondition
of the educational question. I willemphasise what
T said by pointing out that when the framer of our
present educational system brought in his Billin
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1875, he had made strict provision for doing what
I now ask the Chamber to approve as necessary
to be done in 1899,  Although the Treasurer
objects to free education, I may state it was part
of Sir 8. W. Griffith’s scheme in 1875 that the
brighter boys should be sent to the grammar
schouls and educated free.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: So they
are now.
Mr. GROOM. : T know they are. You have

gol to pay fees for them. Under his system
there would be no fees paid by the Government.
At the time the Grammar Schonls
[5pm.] Aects of 1862 and 1863 were passed
it was never suggested for a moment
that in addition to the subsidy of £1,000 a year
to each school they should receive further sab-
sidies in the shape of scholarships of the value of
£60 a year each. That was never contemplated,
and it is very well known that had it not been
for the State school scholarships some of the
grammar schools would not have been able to
carry on a few years ago. Iknow thatin some
fnstances the trustees had to go to the bank and
give their bond for an overdraft in order to get
funds to carry on the schoois. Inspection of the
schools would reveal such a condition of affairs,
which is not at all satisfactory. The third
proposition I made was that, as the original
subscribers to grammar schools have disappeared
in many instances owing to the long lapse of
time, it is nccessary that we should enlarge
the electoral body. I know, of my own know-
ledge, whers five or six subscribers meet to elect
the trustees, and elect three of their number as
trustees for the currvent year; in point of fact
they elect themselves to that office. Those are
the three propositions I put forward :—First,
that there should be inspection ; second, there
should be a more equitable distribution of ths
endowment paid to grammar schools ; and third,
that the body electing the trustees should be
enlarged. If those three propositions are assent d
to by the House, and are afterwards embodied in
a Bill they will effect a considerable improve-
ment in the management of our grammar
schools. The Secretary for Lands asked why
did I not bring in a Bill. The hon. member
should know, if he does not know, that it is
not the province of a private member to bring
in a Bill dealing with a question of State
policy That is the province of the Crown
itself. A Bill involving such a change in the
Grammar Schools Acts as this motion proposes
should not be introduced by a private member,
but should be brought forward by the Govern-
ment. If I or any other private member
introduced such a Bill it would be said that the
member undertaking that task was assuming the
leadership of the House, and trying o take it
out of the hands of the Government. The duty
of a private member in a matter of this kind is
to submit a motion drawing the attention of
Ministers to the subject with a view to their
introducing a Bill founded on the resolution in
the ordinary way. I am very glad to have
received on this oceasion the support of the hon.
member for Mackay, Mr. Chataway, and
think the scheme he has foreshadowed, as sup-
plied to him by a second master in one of the
grammar schools, is one that may hereafter be
embodied in our educational system. At all
events, the scheme suggested by the hon. gentle-
man is one that deserves very serious con-
sideration ; we may well consider whether our
grammar schools cannot be improved in the
direction indicated. In many of the letters I
have received—particularly from around the
neighbourhood of Brisbane—the writers have
affirmed that in their opinion the colony is not
receiving adequate benefit for the £10,000 annu-
ally spent on grammar schools, and that there is
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room for very considerable improvement in that
respect. If that is the general opinion, then it is
the duty of this House to consider whether the
time has not arrived, or is not near at hand,
when the grammar schools of the colony should
not be placed on a more satisfactory footing. I
was very pleased with the answer given by the
Premier the other day to an influential deputa-
tion of citizens of Brisbane, who asked that the
Grammar Schools Act should be amended ; and
I confess that, in view of that reply, I was quite
takenaback by theextraordinary attitudeassumed
by the Secretary for Lands. The Premier told
the deputation that he was in entire sympathy
with their object, but said that the state of public
business would not allow the Government to
deal with the matter this session, I am much
obliged to hon. members for the sympathetic
way in which they have received this“motion.
It is satisfactory to know that public opinion
outside is with me, and when I find that the
opinion of the majority of members in this
Chamber iz also with me, I have reason to be
satisfied with my action in bringing forward this
motion. If it is the wish of the House to deal
only with the first part of the motion I am quite
prepared to omit the latter part, and I now ask
the permission of the House to omit the second
paragraph.

The SPEAKER: The motion has already
been moved in its original form, and any pro-
posil to omit the second paragraph should come
it the form of an amendment.

Mr. DAWSON (Chariers Towers): I move
the omission of the second paragraph of the
motion.

Awendment agreed to ; and motion, asamended,
put and passed,

UNIVERSITY BILL.
COMMITTEE.

Question—That all the words after line 43,

clause 16, ““ Powers of the senatfe,” be omitted
with a view of inserting ‘‘ the senate shall have
power to appoint and dismiss all professors,
lecturers, examiners, officers, and servants of the
said university, and shall have the entire manage-
ment and superintendence of the affairs, concerns,
and property thereof, subject to the statutes and
regulations of the university.”
* The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
argued that portion of the amendment of the
leader of the Opposition really corresponded
very closely to the Bill as it stood, but it was
intended to be followed by-and-by with another
amendment the object of which was to give the
senate power to make regulations, but not
without being ratified by the council.  By-and-by
he should be prepared to ask the leader of the
Opposition to consent to the introduction of an
amendment which he thought would carry out
his object, and meet the ohjection which he had
to the Bill as it stood. What he would propose
would be to substitute for the amendment which
the leader of the Opposition proposed one which
would follow on the lines of a certain provision
in an Act of Parliament which was passed in
1898— the Slaughtering Act—under which those
who were administering the Act had power to
make regulations, but that those regulations
should be brought before Parliament within a
certain time after they were made, and if either
House of Parliament expressed an opinion one
way or the other, those regulations should stand
or fall. Fach House would then have the power
of reviewing what had been done.

Mr. Grassgy: Or amending, as the case may

e.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS:
They hat the power of veto under the Slaughter-
ing Act. They could say that any prrtion or
the whole of the regulations which had been
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made should not stand. Of course if they ex-
pressed no opinien they would stand. With
regard to something which had been said pre-
viously in the debate, with a view of maintain-
ing the control of Parliament, the proposition
was, and it was taken objection to by him-
self and others, that the regulations should be
brought before Parliament, and that any member
of either House should have power to prevent
those regulations or statutes from becoming law.
Now that was not the case in any legislation
which Parliament might pass. It was not within
the power of any one member to veto that which
had been agreed to by the majority. The power
was left in the hands of the majority, and if
hon. members could see their way to accspt his
proposal the power would then beleft where he
ventured to say it ought to be left, in the hands
of the majority of members. The dual authority
of both Houses would then be asserted. If in
either Chamber a majority was found todisap-
prove of any action taken by the senate, cither
Chamber would have power to declare that action
null and void. That was the proposal which he
would make.

Mr. Grassgy : That would not interfere with
this amendment.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The amendment appeared to be unnecessary,
because, except in its phraseology, it appeared to
be identical with the provision in the Biil. It
provided that the senate should have power to
appoint lecturers and examiners, but he did not
think the hon. gentleinan had any wish to lmit
the authority of the senate, so that while they
could appoint professors and examiners and
lecturers they should not appoint deans, who
real'y were officers of a similar character. They
were the heads of the faculties. The senate
was empowered to appoint professors, lecturers,
examiners, and other officers and servants of the
university, so that, as a matter of fact, it in-
cluded deans under the heading of *‘other
officers.” He thought it had been left out en-
tively through inadvertence, otherwise it ap-
peared fo him to be practically the same as the
hon. member’s amendment. Both clauses gave
the senate the entire management of and super-
intendence over the affairs and property of the
university. It was quite true the leader of the
Opposition proposed by-and-by to introduce a
limitation, providing that the senate should have
power to do certain things, hut that the statutes
which they enacted should not have full validity
until they had been laid on the table of both
Houses of Parliament, thus giving to either
House an opportunity of giving effect to its dis-
sent in regard to anything proposed by the
senate. He did not see any important diver-
gence between the clause of the Bill and the
amendment which the hon. member proposed to
introduce.

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers) was very
pleased indeed that the Secretary for Lands, who
had charge of the Bill, recosnised the very great
importance of the proposed amendment. He
recoguised that it was so serions that he proposed
to achieve the same object in a different manner.
But the hon. gentleman intended to do it by
getting him to withdraw his amendment with a
view t0 accepting the amendments that the hon.
gentleman was getting printed at the present
time.

The SecreTaRY FOR PuBric Lawps: That
is so—with the idea of carrying out the same
object.

Mr. TURLEY : It is not the same object,

Mr. Jaokson : What does the Minister pro-

pose ?

Mr. DAWSON : The Minister’s proposal was
that he recognised the importance of the object
aimed at Ly his (Mr. Dawson’s) amendmeant.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
asked if he inight be allowed to speak for one
moment, With the permission of the leader of
the Opposition, he desired to either read or hand
to him the amendment which he suggested the
hon. member should allow to be substituted for
his own amendment. He also desired to explain
that it was not his fault that hon. members had
not been supplied with copies of his amendments.
He had sens them to the Government Printing
Otlice, desiring them to be ready by 7 o’clock, at
which time he presumed the University Bill
would come on. He did not foresee that the
motion of the hon. member for Tvowoomba
would be so0 soon disposed of. In accordance
with the promises which he had made last night,
and with a view to seeing whether the objection
which was taken to a portion of the Bill could
be met, he had discussed the matter with the
Government draftsman, and he had sent amend-
ments which he (Mir. Dalrymple) thought would
meet the wishes of the Committee to the Go-
vernment Printing Office, but the printing office
had not had time to print them. Would he read
the proposed amendment ?

HonouraBLE MEMBERS : Read it, please.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC LANDS:
The amendment was as follows. On page 7,
clause 26, omit sub-clause 2, on lines 29 and
30, and insert—

Bvery statute, upon being so approved and signed by
the Governor, and upon being published in the Guazelte,
shall have the force of law ; and copits of stueh statute
shiall be laid hefore both Houses of 1 arliament forth-
with, if then sitting, and if not then sitting within
fourteen days after the commencement of the next
ensuing session :

Provided that if either House of Parliament, within

the thirty days next after any such statute has been
so 1aid before such House, resolves that such statute, or
any provision thercof, ought to be annulled, such
statute or provision thereof shall, atter the date of such
resolution, be of no effect, without prejudice to the
validity of anytiting done in the meantime under such
statute or provision thereof, or to the making of any
new statute.
He had just received amessage from the Govern-
ment Printing Office saying that some amend-
ments would be s¢nt to the Chamber within ten
minutes, but he could not guarantee that they
were the amendments he had sent there. They
might be amendments that had been sent by
some other hon. member.

Mr. Dunsrorn: Why not postpone the con-
sideration of this clause?

The SrorerarY ¥orR PUBLIC LANDS: We can
go on with this,

Mr. DAWSON was not at all prepared to
accept the hon. gentleman’s amendment in sub-
stitution for his own, because it wounld be a most
difficult thing to understand exactly how the
amendment which the hon. gentleman had read
would fit in with the idea he was driving at with
his amendwment. It would be utterly impossible
for hun. members to really understand the posi-
tion until they had the hon. gentleman’s amend-
ment in print, and had, at any rute, a reasonable
amount of time—say an hour—to see how it
would agree with the rest of the Bill. He did
not think there was any hon. member in that
Chamber smart enough to listen to the reading of
the amendment, or even to read it, and then in an
off-hand manner, onthespurof the moment, know
exactly what it meant, and what its eff-ct would
be. At any rate, he was not one of those, and
he was not prepared to withdraw his amendment
with a view to inserting that which was pro-
posed by the Secretary for Lands in clause 26,
as a substitute. He would much prefer to wait
until he received a printed copy of the hon.
gentleman’s amendment, and had suffcient time
to compare it with the other clauses of the Bill.
He certainly thought it was the duty of every
member of the Chamber—and more particularly
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of Ministers—that when they were going to move
any amendments, that they should get their
amendments printed and circulated in order that
hon. members might have sufficient time to know
what the amendment meant.

_dHon. E. B. Forrest: That applies to both
sides.
Mr, DAWSON: Of course it applied to both
sides, but be had not taken any hon.
[6°30 p.m.] member by surprise by Lis amend-
ment, because he took the precau-
tion to get it printed and circulated amongst hon,
members,
Mz, JacksoN: The Minister has given an
explanation of that.

Mr. DAWSON : There was one parliamentary
practice which might be followed on this occasion,
and that was to adjourn the clause until a later
period. That had been done on more than one
occasion under similar circumstances.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
proposed that the clause be postponed until afrer
clause 18. He had been taken by surprise,
because it could not have been anticipated that
the motion of the hon. member for Toowoomba
would have been disposed of so speedily.

Mr. GLASSEY : What was the use of post-
poning the clauxe, seeing that any alteration in
this clause might materially affect other clauses ?
He suggested that the whole Bill be postponed
until a future time, and let the Committee pro-
ceed with Supply. Ia that way no time would
be lost, and that course would be in the interests
of the Minister and of the House. He thought
very few people outside were satisfied with the
Bill as it stood, and hon. members were only
asking that they should have more time to con-
sider the matter. Outside it had besn suggested
that public meetings should be held to consider
the dstails of the measure before it was passed,
and a matter which was of such great importance
to many sections of the community should not
be rushed through.

Mr. JACKSON (Kennedy) thought he quite
understood the amendment of the Minister.
Under clause 16, as it stood, the council had no
power to veto any regulations or statutes that
the senate might make. The leader of the
Opposition proposed to give this power of veto
tu the council over the senate. There was one
power of veto given to the Governor in Council
in clause 26, but the hon. member did not think
that was satisfactory; he wished to give the
council a say in the managerent of the university.
Seeing that the Government refused to give
Parliament power to pominate the senate, it
was very singular to see the Minister coming
forward and giving Parliameot the power of
veto over the small matters mentioned in clause
25. In that section there were eighteen sub-
sections, dealing with matters that the senate
could deal with, and it was now proposed to
give Parliament the right of veto over those
innumerable trifling matters. In fact, the amend-
ment proposed was a ridiculous one—absolutely
absurd. The amendment simply provided that
any statutes that the senate passed should
be laid on the table of the House, and if Par-
Jiament did not disapprove of them they should
bave the force of law. That would give Par-
liament a veto, in addition to the veto given
to the Governor in Council in clause 26, 1t
the Minister was prepared to omit clause 26,
that would not affect the matter one bit, The
amendment proposed by the Minister desired to
give members of Parliament the power of veto
over regulations which they probably would not
understand. They were matters for experts to
deal with, and as the council would be composed
of experts they would be able to criticise any
statutes or regulations the senate might pass.
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He was quite satisfied to leave the matter over
until hon. members had the printed amendment
before them.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Seeing that hon. members wished this matter
postponed, until hon. members got the printed
amendment, he asked leave to withdraw his
motion postponing ‘the consideration of the
clause, that he might substitute for it the motion
that the Chairman leave the chair,

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
moved that the Chairman leave the chair, report
progress, and ask leave to sit again,

Question put and passed.

The House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported
progress, and the Committee obtained leave to
sit again to-morrow.

SUPPLY.
REesuMpPTION OF COMMITTEE.
CHIEF SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.

The PREMIER moved that £2,285 be granted
for the Chief Secretary’s Department. There
was an increase of £255 proposed in salaries, and
he felt justified in asserting that there were
never increases more meritoriously deserved than
those subwitted in this vote.  The first increase
was that proposed for the Under Secretary for
the department, and he was sure that hon.
members on both sides who had had occasion to
interview the Chief Secretary’s Department in
connection with the very many matters that
occurred from time to time would recognise that
the officer performing the duties of Under Secre-
tary in that department was well entitled to be
placed in the position of an officer in receipt of an
adequate salury as one of the principal Under
Secretaries.

. MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear,
ear |

The PREMIER : The Under Secretary was
not present, and he was pleased that he was not,
as he could speak more strongly than he other-
wise would. He thought he could speak for
members of the Opposition as well as for mem-
bers on his own side when he said that the
gentleman who fulfilled the duties of Under
Secretary to the Chief Secretary’s Department
wes one of the ablest of their Under Secretaries,
and should be a well-paid Under Secretary of the
State. The increase proposed to the salary was
£100, and the other Under Secretaries received
the remuneration now proposed, at least. There
was an increase of £30 proposed to Mr.
Avbell, who had been specially recommended
for promotion to the Srd class in the service by
the Public Service Board in 1891, and it was only
last year that the recommendation had been
given effect to. There was an increase of £20
proposed to Mr, Kennedy ; Mr, Agar, £15; Mr.
Palmer, £10; and Mr. English, £10—from £70
to £30. He did not think anyone could object
to a gentleman occupying an important position
getting an increase from £70 to £80 a year. All
those increases were proposed on the recom-
mendation of the Public Service Board. There
was an increase of £10 proposed to the assistant
messenger, and provision was made for a pro-
bationer at £60 a year. That made a total
increase of £255 in the vote, which he confidently
asked the Commiittee to sanction.

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers) was pleased
to know that the Government found themselves
in such a =ound financial position that they were
able to increase the salaries of the Civil servants.
He hoped that at the end of the Transvaal war
they would still be in that happy position, He
agreed with everything the Premier had said
about the capabilities of the Under Secretary,
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There could be no doubt at all that he was an
efficient officer, and he supposed he was one of
the most obliging men in the service.

The PREMIER : Not only obliging but efficient.

Mr. DAWSON : He had said so. Those who
had had occasion to come in contact with Mz,
Dutton must necessarily pay him that tribute.
He deserved it. But he had an objection tu the
prineiple of increases. They were now in a
prosperous year, and could afford to pay decent
salaries to their public men, who did their work
for them efliciently, but he would sooner see a
different principle adopted. Instead of increasing
the salaries of those who were well paid at the
present time it would be better to spend all the
surplus cash they had in iuvereasing the pay of
those who were ill-paid at the present time,

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear !

Mre. DAWSON : There were a very great many
of them in the lower branches of the service. The
wave of generosity at present passing over the
colony would result, he was inclined to think, in
disaster later on, and they would have a period of
depression when they would have to use the
pruning kopife on the salaries of Civil servants,
and the man who now got an increase to £160
from £150 would e the very first man who would
then have his salary docked, while the men
getting many hundreds a year would be carefully
left alone, and Minister atter Minister would get
up to give reasons why the bighly paid men
should not suffer a reduction.

Mr. ForsyTH: I think they should suffer a
reduction all the same,

Mr. DAWSON : They did not. They had
had the experience befors, and that was why he
said that, before they increased the salaries of
well-paid officers, they should recognise the just
dues of those who were ill-paid at the present
time.

The PrEMIER : That is what we are endeavour-
ing to do,

Mr. DAWSON objected to the way in which
it was being done ; which was by increasing the
salaries of well-paid men, and then, if there was
any balance left, distributing that balance
amongst the numerous people who were not well
paid in the service. The principle should be
reversed. The salaries of the ill-paid men should
be jnereased, and then, if there was any balance
left, let it go towards increasing the salaries of
the highly-paid Civil servants.

Mr. Givens: Why not devote it to relieving
the burdens on the taxpayer?

Mr. DAWSON : He was saying if there was
any balance available for that particular purpose.
Auy stranger to Queensland looking over the
Estimates would imagine that the colony was
in a very prosperous condition, and could afford
to increase salaries all round. But there were
much better ways of spending a surplus than
increasing the salaries of highly-paid Civil
servants. There were many old pioneers, who
had opened up and developed the country and
made Queensland what it was, who, in the sunset
of their lives, when they were absolutely unable
to work, were grudged the wiserable pittance of
bs. a week in order to get ‘*tucker” encugh to
sustain life. When a battered old wreck, who
had spent all his energies in the development of
the country, marde an application for that miser-
able pittance to keep body and soul together, it
took about three months to get it through.

The PreEMIER: It is never refused if it is a
genuine case.

Mr. DAWSON: He was glad the hon.
gentleman had made that interjection, because
it enabled him to state that the very dayv after
they passed, in a light and airy fashion, £32,000
to send the contingent to South Africa, to be
followed by £1,500 a month afterwards, an old
Northern digger, who had spent thirty years of

[2 NovEMBER.]

Supply. 767

his life in prospecting North Queensland, and
was beyond work, came to him aud asked him
if he could get bim such assistance from the
Government as would ensure that he would have
enough to eat for the rest of his life, The
man’s name was McRae, and he was feeble and
blind.

Mr., Grvens: Blind through an accident.

Mr. DAWSON: Hven though he happened
to oceupy the position of leader of that party,
which was supposed to be a position of some
inflaence, it took him about seven iuterviews
before he could get that old pioneer that sn.all
pittance.

The PrEMIER :- There are certain forms to
be gone through. The grant cannot be made on
a mere application. The circumstances have to
be inquired into.

Mr, DAWSON : That was the kind of con-
tract he wanted to call atteation to. While
spending the taxpayers’ money freely in sending
a contingent of truops to South Africa for a
purpose not very creditable to the colony, the
Government could barely be induced to give the
colony’s crippled soldiers of industry money to
buy sufficient food to sustain life. He objected
to spending any of the surplus cash they had in
increasing the salaries of highly-paid Civil
servants.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G.
Fozxton, Carnarvon): The hon. member had very
little cause of complaint with regard to the case
of John McRaue.

Mr, Grassey: There will be many causes of
complaint as long as you are at the head of the
department. A more inhuman person than you
I have not met.

The HOME SECRETARY did not know
whether the hon. member was in order in making
that remark.

Mr. GrassEY : You are utterly unfit for the
position.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member ought
not to interrupt.

The HOME SECRETARY : He understood
that the hon. wember, who had just interjected
in a most disorderly way, had promised, because
he prevented him last night from committing a
breach of the rules of the House, that he (the
Home Secretary) should have a very rough time
when his Estimates came on.

Mr. GrassEy : He has a lot of things in store
for you besides your Estimates,

The HOME SECRETARY said he was quite
prepared to meet the hon. member whenever he
chose to attack him. He was saying that the
senior member for Charters Towers had very
little to complain of with regsrd to John McRae.
The hon. member, he understood, made an appli-
cation for Bs. a week in the usual way, and it
went for inquiry in the usual way. That sub-
department of the Home Secretary’s Department
had to ensure that there should be no imposition,
and because the hon. member happened to recom-
mend John McRae, that was no reason whatever
why the usual inquiries should not be made—
inquiries which he should insist upon even if one
of his own colleagues made the recommendation.
In this particular the hon. member for Charters

Towers wanted to know what was

[7 pom.] to become of this old man while
inquiries were being made, and he

(the Home Secretary) wrote directions for the
immigration agent to supply him with rations
till the case could be dealt with. Where the
immigration agent was satisfied that a man was
in destitute circumstaneces he believed that with-
out any inquiry at all, further than sceing that
the man appeared to be destitute, he gave him
shelter and also rations. In this case, without a
moment’s hesitation, he (Mr. Foxton) wrote oub
the order, and handed it to the hon, member
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himself. He presumed that it was taken by the
man to the depdt, but he understood from some-
thing the hon. member had said that there was
some dlfﬁculty He would be glad to know the
particulars, though it was scarcely necessary to
bring up cases of that sort in the Committee.
If any officer refused to deal with an order so
given he would be severely dealt with unless he
could give a satisfactory explanation ; but in this
particular instance he did not think there was
anything to complain about.

Mr. DAWSON said he only brought forward
the case of John MecRae to show that while the
Governmentlooked upon the expenditure in con-
nection with sending troops to the Transvaal as
a wmene fleabite, they apparently begrudged a
few miserable shillings to a man who had spent
the best years of his life in helping to develop
the colony. Other cases could be quoted, but
that case huppened to come up immediately after
it had heen decided to spend such a large sum of
money for the purpose of sending the troops to
the Transvaal. And he would like to point out
that the case of John McRae had not been fully
stated by the hon. gentleman.

The HoME SECRETARY : I stated all I knew.

The PreMIER: [ object to charitable allow-
ances being discusszd on this vote. The vote for
chmrxtable allowaneces is not in this department
at

7\I;r DAWSON : This was the first vote of the
department, and he was challenging the Go-
vernment system of expenditure on the first vote.
That had been the recognised rule, but if the
Home Secretary ob]ected to the true facts of the
case——

The HoME SECRETARY : Why say that? Idid
not object. That is a most unfair way of
pubting it.

Mr. DAWSON : Perhaps it was, but he was
simply stating the facts. He wanted hon. mem-
bers to uvnderstand the system adopted by the
Government in handling public moneys, and he
was dealing with the question on the first vote
in this department. 1t was proposed fo give an
increase to a highly-paid servant; and he
objected to the system under which the Govern-
ment spent public money on those who might, to
sume extent, be ontitled to it, but not so much
so as the case of the man John McRae was
entitled to consideration.

The TREASURER: Why do you mention the
man’s name here ?

Mr, DAWSON : If he did not he would
probably be challenged to state a case, and he
mentioned the name so that the hon. gentleman
in charge of the department might know the
particular case to which he referred. If the
Premier insisted upon his objection he would not
be able to procted, but hs would take the oppor-
tunity later on of stating exactly how long it
took, and what a roundabout method had to be
adopted, even when the Minister was really
favourable to giving this man relisf, before
he could get it-—a miserable 5s. a week.

The PREMIER said it was_the duty of the
leader of the Opposition, equally with himself,
to maintain the propriety of debate, and there.
fore the hon. gentleman should not take umbrage
at bim for pointing out that the incident to
which he referred was entirsly out of place under
this vote. The hon. gentleman knew as well as
he did that any question in comnection with
charitable allowances should be broughst forward
when the vote for charitable allowances came
before the Committee. If they did not confine
the discussion to the subjects specially under
review, they would not get through the Esti-
mates in the next twelve months; therefore he
took it upon himself to request the hon. gentle-
man not to speak on the matter further under this
vote. Alshough, as he had said, the question of
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charitable allowances did not come under this
vote, he might say that he did not believe theve
was any colony in the Australusian group where
relief was more readily and immediately admi-
nistered to cases of distress than in Queensland.
It was ultra vires to discuss this question ; but it
was dus to the colony and the administration of
the colony to say that he believed that no other
country afforded relief more readily, spontane-
ously, aund fuily to cases of deserving distress
than this. He could not, however, discuss the
question raised by the hon. member, as it had no
connection with the subject under considera-
tion.

* Ho~x. G. THORN (Fassifern) wondered the
Chairman had unot pulled up the leader of the
Opposiion and the Premier for discussing the
question of charitable allowances, which came
under the Iome Sceretary’s Department, not
the Chief Secretary’s, and had no right to be
discussed now ; and he hoped that in future the
Chairman would do his duty. He did not
object to the increase. He believed Mr. Dutton
was a very efficient officer ; but there were other
under secretaries who had been much longer in
the service than Mr. Dustten, and they were not
getting the salary that gent tloman was receiving.
He had always contended that the salaries of the
under secretaries ought to be assimilated, but
the Under Secretary for Works, Mr. Robertson,
had been in the service for twenty-five or thirty
years to his knowledge, and he did not receive
the same salary as Mr. Dutton.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member re-
minded me that I have been rather lax. I hope
he will keep to the question before the Coia-
mittee,

Hox. G. THORN : In his opinion the Home
Eyeetet'm‘ys Department and the Chief Secre-
tary’s Department should be under one officer,
One man could do all the work of the two, and
it was a great mistake to have them sepa.ra,te.
They used to be under one head, and when
retrenchment came they would have to be so
again. To have them under two meant a multi-
plication of offices. If the increases were
wanted he should be the last to object ; but he
contended the public service could be well
worked with the number of officers there were in
it at present without bringing in fresh ones.
He should like to know how many years Mr.
Dutton had buen in the public service. He
believed he was a first-class man, He started as
private secretury to Sir Thomas MclIlwraith, ~

The HoME SEORETARY : Before that.

Hon. G. THORN : He started as private
secretary, and now he was Principal Under
Secretary. He did think he should be called
Principal Under Secretary. In the other colo-
uies the officer holding the position that Mr.
Dutton held was called Principal Under Secre-
tary. Mr. Ryder had always performed bis
duties most satisfactorily, and he trusted that
the Chief Secretary would see that the under
secretarics, or permanent heads of departments,
as they were called, were put on the same footing,
andreceivedlike salaries, and nothave one getting
£300 and another £650. They oughs to be on
one level. The hardest-worked under secretary
was the Under Secretary to the Post Office. He
had to work after hours very often. The reason
he had been sat on was because the Postmaster-
Generalship washeld by a Minister who sat in the
other House.

Mr. PETRIE (Zoombul) did not agree with
the hon. gentleman who had just sat down that
the under secretarvies should be paid the same
salary. The hon. gentleman had referred to the
Under Secretary for Works, and when the
Bstimates for that department came on he
would have something to say about that. The
hon, gentleman also said that the work done by
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the Home Secretary’s Department and the
Chief Secretary’s Departmens could be done
by ove man, but the only man who could do it
was the hon. member for Fassifern. (Laughter.)
He believed the hon. gentleman could do it
without any trouble or bother at all. As far as
the Under Seeretary to the Home Secretary’s
Department was concerned, he was a man
members all knew well.

The CHAIRMAN : The vote for Mr. Ryder’s
salary is not now before us.

Mr, PETRIE: He was aware of that; he
was only referring to it by the way. The
Under Secretary to the Chief Secretary was
a man who worked very hard, He did not
think the Under Secretary to the Chief Secretary
was overpaid. He regarded him as underpaid,
and he was very glad to see that the Govern-
ment had been so good as to place an extra
amount of money on the Estimates for him. He
believed he was as good an under secretary as
there had ever been in the service. He worked
both early and late, and had a lot of responsi-
bility on his shoulders, and he was well worthy
of the increase,

Mr., JENKINSON (Wide Bay) was some-
what startled in going through the Hstimates to
see the enorinous amount put down for increases
to the salaries of various officers, and he should
like to know if that increase to the Under
Secretary tothe Chief Secretary’s Departmenthad
been made on the vecommendation of the Public
Service Board, or at the instigation of the Public
Service Board. He inteuded to ask each Minister
a similar question as his Estimates came before
the Committee.

The PREMIER: So far as he knew, the
Government in proposing increases had in all
cases been gaided by the recommendations of the
Publie Service Board. Insome cases they had
confined themselves to the recommendations of
the board, though they were of opinion that the
officers concerned deserved larger remuneration,
With regard to the increase to the Under
Secretary to the Chief Secretary’s Department,
he had taken it upon himself, from his knowledge
of the excellent service performed by that officer,
to recommend the increase proposed on the
Estimates, but all the other increases on the
Estimates were certainly recommended by the
Public Service Board. 1f that was not the case,
his colleagues would be able, when their Estimates
came on, to point out any cases in which they had
taken it upon themselves to recommend increases,
but so far as the Hstimates for the Chief
Secretary’s Department were concerned, all the
increases, with the exception of that to the
Under Secretary, were recommended by the
Public Service Board.

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers) wished to
say that he agreed with the Chief Secretary that
they should conduct their business in an orderly
way and assist to get the Estimates through, and
that up to the present he had done his level best
to assist the hon. gentleman to forward the
despatch of business. But the question he had
raised that afternoon was a perfectly legitimate
one to raise on the first item of the vote—namely,
whether the Government were disbursing the
public money in a fair manner, or whether a
better system could be devised. The case of
John McRae he merely cited in support of his
contention on that matter. The Estimates
showed that the prosperity of the colony was
recognised in increasing the salaries of well-paid
Civil servants, and he contended that instead of
that being done the Government should have
afforded facilities for relieving the distress of old
colonists who had spent the best years of
their lives in opening up and developing the
country, and who were now too old and feeble
to earn their own livelihood. - If there was a
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capable, efficient officer in the public service who
was entitled to an increase of £100 it was Mr.
Datton. He deserved that increase as well as
any officer in the service, but he thought that
£100 would be better spent in doing something
for old colonists which would enable them to live
in reasonable comfort during the remaining few
months of their lives. However, he would not
pursue that matter any further on the prosent
vote, though he would certainly do so on the
next vote.

The PREMIER was quite certain that if the
amount of work done by the Chief Secretary’s
Department were doune by any private inssitusion
it would never be managed for £2,200 a year,
and he was convinced that if a gentleman of
the ability of the Uunder Secretary were placed
at the head of any commercizl or financial
business in the city he would get double the
salary he was paid at the present time.

My, LEaHY: He would get more, but not
double.

The PREMIER: Would even the branch
manager of a bank be satistied with £700 per
annum ?  Considering the diplomatic and impor-
tant business transacted by the Chief Secretary’s
Department, the country might well be con-
gratulated on having the department conducted
by such an sfficient officer,

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Grimes, Ozley): I
cannot say that the hon. member for Charters
Towers is altogetber out of order in referring to
the case he has mentionsd in a casual manner
by way of contrast, but I do think it would be
out of order to pursue a debate on the matter in
such a way as to make an attack and provoke a
reply from the Chief Secretary as head of the
department,

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders): The Chief
Secretary stated a minute ago that that increase
had not been recommended by the Public Service
Board, but that he had taken upon himself to
recommend it,

The PREMIER : The Government have taken it
upon themselves to recommend it.

Mr. McDONALD : The hon. gentleman said
he had recommended it himself, in the same way
as other Ministers had recommended increases to
their Under Secretaries. He could understsnd
the hon. gentleman submitting, and even recom-
mending, the increase to the Public Service
Board, but the recommendation for an increase
like that should come from the board,

The PremIER: I may say they approved.

Mr. McDONALD : That was an afterthought.
The hon. gentleman said a few minutes ago that
that was one of the rare exceptions in which the
Minister tovk upon himself the responsibility of
recommending the increase without consulting
with the Public Service Boaxd.

The PrEMIER : No, I did not say that.

Mr. McDONALD : That was the exact posi-
tion the hon. gentleman took up, and he shonld
like to know what use were the Public Service
Board if they were not to make recommendations
for increases in such cases.  If the Minister could

bounce the Public Service Board

[7°30 p.m.] into consenting to any recommenda-

tion he made, what was the use of
the board? The sooner they were done away
with the better, because if what the hon. gentle-
man said was true they were mere puppets in
hig hands.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) could not say that he
altogether objected to the praise which had been
bestowed on the Under Secretary, or to hon.
members expressing the opinion that he was a
valuable officer who was worth £600, or £700, or
£800 a year. He had bad very little to do with
the Chief Secretary’s Department. He was not
like hon. members opposite, who camped on the

. doormat of that office or took up. free selections
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in the Treasury Buildings endeavouring to get
favours for their constitvents, HHe objected
every time they accumulated a little bit of a tin-
pot surplus to the fat s=ow being greased, whereas
persons in the lower ranks of the service, who
did a great deal of work, and were presumahly
competent to do 16, were ignored altogether. It
was as well to express that opinion in public, so
that the public, through the Press and Hansard,
might know what was goiny on. It was as well
that they should know that surpluses obtained
by the over-taxation of the people were dis-ipated
by the Government in the direction of increas-
ing the salaries of officers already in recsipt of
large salaries.

The PreEMIER : Surpluses go towards the public
debt reduction fund.

Mr. LBESINA : £149,000 had gone this year
towards the public debi reduction fund, but as
pointed out by the hon. member for Brisbane
North, Mr. Forrest, when speaking on the
Financial Statement, the system of reducing the
national debt by paltrv payments of that sort
was utterly absurd. Why, it would take 200
years at that rate to work off the publicdebt. It
appeared to him that oneof the justifications for
increasing salaries of well-paid men was that
they were in a good position to do it. He had
noticed right through the colonies that whenever
there was a little bit of a surplus one of the first
things Governments did was to fill the service
with persons who were not at the time required,
but who were placed there to placate political
supporters, and who were paid very small
salaries indeed. When it became necessary to
retrench, the persons in receipt of small salaries
were promptly shot out because they were
friendless and uninfluential. Persons who had
been shoved into the ssrvice to placate a friend,
or because they were the cousins, or uncles, or
relatives in the 52nd degree of some influential
person, were kept there by the expenditure of
some portion of the surplus, but the poor and
friendless person at £60 a year went out while
the man who wasg in receipt of £600 a year got
an extra £100 in prosperous time, and in times of
retrenchment his salary remained untouched.
The poor understrapper, who kept a widowed
mother or had a number of children to support,
was passed out of the sarvice because he lacked
that influence in proper quarters which appeared
to be so necessary to-day in securing appoint-
ments in the Civil Service. He protested against
increasing the sularies of persons already in
receipt ot large salaries, while persons at the
bottom of the ladder who did valuable work for
the country received little or no consideration.

Mr. McDONALD asked whether it was custo-
mary to make Increases without the consent of
the Public Service Board ?

The PrEMIER : It is quite customary.

Mr. McDONALD would like to know if it
was not contrary to the Public Service Act?
In his opinion it was, and the hon, gentleman
was setting at defiance an Act of Parliament and
doing an illegal thing. As Chief Secretary he
ought to know that. Tf he did know it he
ought to be brought to book, and if he did not
know it he showed his ignorance of the Public
Service Act. The board wus specially brought
into existence to do away with improper increases
and appointments, but now they had the Chief
Secretary actuaily stating that he was prepared
at any time to uverride Acts of Parliament, His
action was not fair to the Public Service Board.
It placed them in a most unenviable position, and
the hon. gentleman ought to see that it was his
duty, abave all others, toseta good example and
maintain the laws of the country.

Mr. FORSYTH (Carpentaria) thought the
hon. member for Flinders was somewhat wrong
in his statements. If there was one man more
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competent than another to say if a man was
worthy of an increase it was the man at the
head of the department. He did not see how
the Public Service Buard could have the same
idea of a man’s worth as the head of the depart-
ment. He therefore hardly thought the Chief
Secretary was wrong in making a recommenda-
tion for an increase of £100 a year to an officer
of whose capabilities he was well assurerd,
especially as he had done so with the aj.proval of
the Public Service Board. How could the
Public Service Board know all the circumstances
connected with every man in the service? It
was ubterly impossible for them to go throuxh
the whole service and know exactly what each
men was worth. To a large extent they must be
guided by the man in charge of the department.
They must get reports from the heads of depart-
ments as to the men most deserving of in-
creases. Consequently he shought the Chief Sec-
retary was quite right in the action he had taken.
Tt stood to reason that the man at the head of
any department—even of a commercial depart-
ment—was the man who should recommend
increases in salary. It was natural that objec-
tions to increases should be raised from the other
side, and he was very pleased at the generous
manner in which the leader of the Opposition
had spoken of Mr. Dutton. He did not believe
there was a man in the service who was more
entitled to an increase than Mr. Dutton. He
was a most efficient officer. He believed that
every man in the service should be paid accord-
ing to merit. The hon. member for Wide Bay
had stated that the proposed increases should
invariably be put before the Public Service
Board ; but he could quite understsnd that it
would be particularly awkward in some instances
if that was to be the system. For instance, in
one department there might be 1,000 men
employed. 1f each man in the department
received an increase of only £5, that would
mean a total of £5,000, and the Public
Service Board might not care to recommend a
general increase under the circumstances. If
there wer+ only twenty men in a department,
the Public Service Board would be readier to
agree to each man getting an increase of £25,
because it would only amount to £500. That
was a principle which was absolutely wrong.
He believed in every man being paid on his
merits, whether he was one of 1,000 or one of
twenty, There were plenty of men in the large
departments at the present time who did not get
the increases that they desarved, simply because
of the fact that they were employed in large
departments. He hoped the Premier would take
the matter into consideration, because he knew
of one department they were coming to where
very few increases were given, and he believed
that the reason was simply because that depart-
ment employed such a large number of men.
He raised his voice against such a system ?

Hon. E. B. ForresT: How do you know that
is the system ?

Mr. FORSYTH believed that was the system.
So far as the increase to Mr. Dutton was con-
cerned, it would have his most hearty support,
because he thought Mr. Dutton was justly
entitled to the increase.

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers) was very
pleased to learn that they had made a convert to
the necessity for a revolution in the system of
promotion in the Civil Service.

Mr. ForsYTH: I havealways believed in it.

Mr. DAWSON : That party had been battling
ever since it had come into that Chamber
against the system which at presenl obtained.
A Civil seivant was not paid according to the
work he did, but according to his length of
service.



Supply.

Hon. E. B. Forrest: Not aceording to the
hon, member for Carpentaria.

Mr. DunsrorD: According to whether his

friends are in power.
. Mr. DAWSON : In some deparfments, em-
ploying large numbers of men, changes, transfers,
and promotions must necessarily be largely left
to the heads of those departmentis; but the
systen of payment according t» the work done
was not carried out at all.  One man got £500
for performing certain work, while another man
who did precisely the same work did not receive
the same pay, simply becauss he had not been
long enough in the service. If they continued to
make converts on the other side, the day might
come when men would be paid according to merit,
and not according to length of service. He had
not made the remarks he had with reference to
Mr. Dutton out of any spirit of generosity, but
merely as a matter of justice. He did not wish
it to be thought thit he wasin any way generous
sowards Mr. Dutton. In regard to the questinn
raised by the hon. member for Flinders, they
were enfitled to know from the Premier whether
the increase to the Under Secretary to the Chief
S-cretary had been submitted to the Public Ser-
vice Board. Had the increase been brought
about under the same conditions and in the
same way as_all the other increases on the
Estimates ? He had always understood that the
board had been brought into existencs to remove
the Civil Servies from politieal influencs. The
board was to be an absolutely independent body,
which would keep the serviece pure, and enable
every man to receive his due rights, without
any political influence being brought to bear,
and without any interference on the part of the
heads of departments. The question now raised
was whether the Public Svrvice Board were per-
forming their functions or not. If, as had been
said by the hon. member for Flinders—and
apparently on good grounds, judging by the
Premier’s own words—the board was not con-
sulted in regard to that increase, what was the
use of the board at all? He saw no reason why
the country should be put to the expense of
keeping such a board in existence if it was
absolutely useless. If they were not removed
from political influence, or from the influence of
the heads of departments, he would certainly
counsel the Committee, when they got to the vote
for the Public Service Board, to refuse to pass
the money.

The PREMIER : It was very obvious that
hon. members did not understand the modus
operandi of the Public Service Board in connec-
tion with the praparation of the Estimates.
When the Estimates were being framed, the
Public Service Board were requested to make
recommendations concerning such officers in the
servies as they thought should receive inereases.
Generally the board asked whether the finatces
of the colony warranted a general increase all
round. Recently the board was informed that
the circumstances of the colony were not such as
to warrant a general increase, and they were
requested to confine their attention to the sub-
ordinate officers whom they c¢onsidered under-
paid. As he had told the hon. member for
Wide Bay, as far as he could remember, nearly
all the increases which appeared on those Esti-
mates were distinetly made on the recommenda-
tion of the Public Serviee Board.

. Mr. JewxiNsoN: You say mnearly all the
increases.

The PREMIER said he was about to explain
that. In some cases the Government did not
deem it necessary to accede to the full amount of
the recommendations made by the Public Service
Board, because the Treasurer had to consider his
ways and means. The recommendaticns of the
board were not always accepted ; but, in this
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case, the Government considered that the gentle-
man occupying such an important position ug the
Under Secretary to this department was entitled
to special remuneration. The Public Servies
Board did not initiate the recommendation,
but it was approved of Ly the board, to
whom all these increases had been submitted.
Some increases recommended were dissented
from, and consequently did not appear on
the Hstimates, but this porticular item was
approved of by the board. He did not wish to
protract the discussion, but it was obvious to hon.
members that some officers in the public service
were worth double the salaries of others, The
question did not depend merely on seniority, but
also on ability and efficiency, and that was why
the £100 increase was recommended in this case.
He did not wish to disparage other officers in the
service, but this gentleman was one of the most
competent men in the service, and he was justly
entitled to the increase.

Mr, McDONALD said the Chief Secretary had
distinctly stated that the Government had acted
in this case in defiance of the Public Service
Board ; that this increase had been given without
their knowledge.

The PrEMIER : No.

Mr. McDONALD : What the Premier stated
was that the board did not recommend this
particular increase.

fAn BoNOURABLE MEMBER: But they approved
0

it,

Mr. BMeDONALD: Yes, he said the board
approved of it, and he asked the hon. gentleman
if that was not the position.

The Premier: No. Ishall give youno further
information which you distort.

Mr. McDONALD : This was just like the
hon. gentleman in all his transactions connected
with the Government. The hon. gentleman
had made so many mysterious statements that he
was a perfect mystery himself. It was something
like the appointment of Mr. XKellett, of which
he would have something to say later on. The
hon. gentleman gave them distinetly to under-
stand that he was prepared to override the pro-
visions of the Act and the recommendations of the
Public Service Board. The Act stated that pro-
motions and increases must be recommended by
the board, and the hon. gentleman admitted that
that had not been done. The Act stated—

All promotions must be recommended by the board,
and except in the case of promotion from one situation
to another an increase shall not be made to the salary
of an officer until he has received such salary for a
period of twelve months. Increase of salary of the
officer shall be contingent upon his efficiency, diligence,
and good conduct.

The hon. gentleman never had a recommenda-
tion from the board, and on his own showing
the Government took upon themselves to make
this increase. He wanted to know what was the
use of passing Acts of Parliament if the Govern-
ment did not recognise them, but overrode them
in this way. They had seen occasions where
simnilar acts had been done; and there was some-
thing more in the matter than the mere increase
of salary in this case. If the Government were
so unserupulous in this case there was nothing to
prevent them doing the same thing in other cases.
Hon. members had only to look at the mysterious
statements made to the House by the Premier
during the past few days, when it was admitted
that he was doing illegal things. He agreed
with the hon. member for Carpentaria that a
man should be rewarded aceording to his merits,
and he would warn the Committee that this
matter of increases should not be left in the
hands of the Government without the sanction
of the Public Service Board. He did not know
the gentléman in question personally; no doubt
he was quite worthy of the extra remuneration,’
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and he did not object to it, but he did object to
the increase being made without the sanction of
the Public Service Board.

The TREASURER : The hon. gentleman was
quite wrong. As a matter of fact the board did
not prepare the Hstimates at all. They were
preparad by the departments ; the Minister went
through them and sent them to the board. In
some cases the Government wished to make
reductions, but the board objectod, and it
could not be done. Hven if the House passed
increases, the board could afterwards object to
the increases. He knew a case where a gentle-
man was recommended for an increase of £50,
but according to the Act he was only entitled to
an increase of £30; and although the House
passed the increase of £50, the board pointed out
that it was illegal, and it was reduced to £30.

Bus in any case not a single shilling

[Bp.m] was paid until it had passed that
House, which was the final arbiter,

Mr. Dawson: How can it be, if, as you say,
the Public Service Board have power to deal
with the salary afterwards?

The TREASURER: That was a case in
which the increase was against the rule of the
service. A man getiing £300 » year was in a
certain class, and In that class he eould not get
an increase of more than £30, and if they wanted
tn give him more they would have to give him so
much as would put him up into the next class,
Bat in the first place the Estimates were never
made up by the Public Service Board, but were
recommended by the board after they had been
submitted by the department.

Mr. McDonaip : That wasnot Dutton’s case.
Ask the Premier.

The TREASURER : The board sometimes
recommended increases which Ministers were
not inclined to let go. The heads of departments
should know far more about the men under them
than the Public Service Board, but when the
Estimates passed the House Ministers always
got a certificate from the board that they
approved of the increases.,

Mr. LESINA wizhed to ask the Premier,
through the Chairman, whether they were to
accept his statement or the statement of the
Treasurer ?

Mr, McDONALD was quite prepared to
accept the Treasurer's statement, but what he
wanted to know at the present time was—who
was lying ? They had two statements, one from
the Premier and a different one from the
Treasurer.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I do not think
it iy parliamentary to use a term like that.

Mr. McDONALD : If that was not parlia-
mentary, he would like to know whether it was
the Premier or the Treasurer who was stating
what was not-a fact, because the Treasurer had
got up and contradicted the statement made by
the Premier? The Treasurer’s staternent agreed
exactly with his (Mr. McDonald’s), and the
members would prefer to aceept their statement
to that of the Premier. The Premier had told
them that the Public Service Board would not
recommend that increase.

The PREMIER: Noj; I said I recommended it
myself,

Mr. McDONALD : The hon, gentleman had
said that the Public Service Board would not
recommend it, though they had recommended
the other increases on the vote. The hon. gentle-
man was now trying to back down from that posi-
tion. The hon. gentleman had already made two
contradictory statements, and he hoped he would
get up a third time and tell the Committes what he
really did mean, The hon, gentleman had shown
distingtly that the Government had overridden

[ASSEMBLY.].

Supply.

an Act of Parliament, and that was calculated
to bring about a great deal of trouble in connec-
tion with State matters.

Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay) was not pre-
pared to let the vote go at present. The Premier,
1 replying to his interrogation, had thrown a
little very necessary light on the question. He
had nothing to say with regard to Mr. Dutton’s
capabilities. Hethought he wasa most estimable
young man, and when he had met him, that
gentleman had been the emnbodiment of courtesy.
He did not discuss the question as to whether
Mr. Dutton was entitled to that increase or not,
but the question whether the increase had been
legitimately proposed. Until last year it had
been customary for the Premier to have a private
secretary of bis own, and to pay him out of the
increased allowence he drew for holding that
position, the Premier getting £300 a year more
than other Ministers to reiruburse him for having
to employ a private secretary.

The PreMIER: That is quite wrong.

Mr. JENKINSON might be wrong, but he
understood that up to last year the Premier had
a private secretary who was not paid out of the
consolidated revenue,

The PremIer : He was.

An HonouraBLe MemBER: And did he draw
the £1,300 as well ?

The PREMIER : Yes.

Mr, JENKINSON: Then he must bave
misunderstood the statement of the late Hon.

J. Byrnes, because it left him thoroughly
nnder the impression that the private secretary
was paid by the Premier himself,

The PrEMIER : Make sure of your facts.

Mr. JENKINSON : From conversations he
had with others he thought that was also the
general impression, and he understcod the late
Premier to explain that the appearance of the
Under Secretary of that depurtment on the
Estimates was a new departure, though M.
Dution had virtnally occupied the position
before. He accepted the statement of the
Premier on the subject. There was one other
question he would like to ask thc Chief Secre-
tary, although it had no bearing on the present
vote,

The CHATRMAN : If the question has no
bearing on the vote now before the Committee the
hon. member will be out of order in putting it.

Mr. JENKINSON : Strictly speaking his
previous question to the Chief Secretary was
also out of order for the same reason. He
wanted to know

The CHAIRMAN : I would again remind the
hon. member that he bas admitted that his
qnestion has nothing to do with the vote now
before the Committee, and that he will be out of
order in asking it.

My, JENKINSON : The Treasurer said this
recommendation was made by the Public Service
Board.

The TrEASURER: No, with the approval of
the board.

Mr. JENKINSON : His question might have
been answered by this time, and time might
have been saved.

The CHAIRMAN: No doubt the question
might have been answered, and time might have
been saved, but at the expense of order.

Mr, JENKINSON said he would put his
question later on.

Question put and passed.

AGENT-GENERAL.

The PREMIER moved that £4,635 be granted
for the office of the Agent-General in London.
The estimate showed an increase of £548 on
that of the preceding year. That increase arose,
in the first place, from an increase to the salary
of the secretary to the Agent-General, which the
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Government now asked the Committee to
approve, from £700 to £800 per annum. It
would be remembered that Mr. Dicken’s salary
was reduced from £800 to £600 in 1893, and
increased to £700 in 1896, Mr. Dicken had
been in the public service since 1866, and had
several times acted as Agent-General for long
periods.  The proposed increase had been before
the Committee on several occasions, but it had
not received that recognition to which he thought
it was fairly entitled. He brought it forward
now, for the reason that they had endeavoured,
as far as possible, to restore all the retrenched
salaries. The next item wus an increase to the
salary of Mr. Dick, the inspecting engineer, from
£300 to £600. Mr. Dick’s salury was reduced
from £800 to £300 a year in 1893, with the right
of private practice. Theamount of work passing
through Mr. Dick’s hands now was larger than

at any former period; and if the cost of inspec- |

tion were based on the system prevailing in
some of the other colonies—commission on the
werk  inspected—would  amount to many
thousands a year. The Chief Mechanical Engi-
neer, who lately arrived from Z¥ngland, was
asked to inspect and report on the engineer’s
department in London, and he recommended
that the salary be increased to the amommt for
which provision had been made, and the right of
private practics withdrawn.

Mer. Grassey: Do you mean tosay you can
get a first-class inspecting engineer for £600 a
year, without private practice ?

The PREMIER : That was the recsmmenda-
tion of the Chief Mechanical Engineer, and
probably they could not get another equally
competent engineer for that salary. The next
item was an increase in the salary of Mr. Grant,
the correspondsnue clerk, from £300 to £350, the
amount he was receiving previous to 18)3. Mr.
Grant also performed the duty of despatching
otficer, and was a good linguist. Theremainder
was made up of small increases to minor officers
of the department ; and all were based on the
strong personal recommendation of the Agent-
General aftcr Sir Horace Tozer had had an
opportunity of making himself conversant with
the duties of each member of his staff. He did not
suppose there would be any objection to the
minor increases, If there was any objection no
doubt it would be to the increases to Mr, Dicken
and Mr. Dick, He would ask the Committee to
eonsider whether it would not be a fair thing to
restore Mr. Dicken to the position he held prior
to 1893. Hon. members knew as well as he did
that Mr. Dicken had been a very faithful officer,
He had, as he had said, discharged the duties of
Agent-General frequently, and was acting in that
position now while Sir Horace Tozer was absent
in Philadelphia. It was very desirable that the
gentleman who oczupied that position should be
a gentleman of Mr. Dicken’s abilities, pro-
fessional education—he was a barrister—and
knowledge of the working of the department.
He did not think it was an unreasonable thing
to ask that the salary should be increased,
especially as there was a feeling on both sides
that retrenched officers should be restored to the
polssition they formerly occupied with regard to
salary.

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon) did not intend at
present to speak with regard to the salary of the
secrebary to the Agent-General. He thought it
was usual on this 1tbem to go into a review of the
work of the Agent-General’s Department for the
year, and this year they had an elaborate report
of forty-three pages from the Agent-General,
thirteen pages of which were devoted to the
important question of immigration, and to debate
that question——

The PREMIER : Better take that discussion on
the immigration vote.
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The TrEASURER: There is a vote for immigra
tion in the Lioan Hstimates.

Mr. BROWNE objected to leaving the ques-
tion over till the Loan Estimates came on, because
that would be during the last two or three days
of the session, when a great number of members
had cleared out, and there would be no oppor-
tunity of discussing this question at all. Incon-
nection with this report from the Agent-General,
he had the same thing to complain about that
had been complained ahout year after year, and
that was the fact that large sums of mouney were
spent every year in the Agent-General’s office
and no detailed accounts were given. He believed
that last year the hon, gentleman in charge of
the Estimate said he thought there should be
attached to the Agent-General’s report every
yrar a statement of accounts, the same as was
given in connection with other departments, but
that had not yet been done. On page 38 of that
report it said—

The sum of £73,848 was paid to Her Majesty's
Admiralty as Queensland’s cootribution towards the
Australian Squadron, and £3,270 on account of coastal
surveys.

Sum)s of £5,015 18s. 8d. and £5,103 14s 8d. were paid
to the Bank of England tfor the management of ingcribed
stock to the 31st December, 1897, and 3uth June, 1898,
respectively.

The disbursements from the ‘ Queensland Govern-
ment Agent-General's  account” current for the year
amounted 10 £26,310 2s. 10d. for general purposes and
£126,498 1s. 10d. for indents, making a total expendi-
ture through this office of £180,975 18s.

There was just the simple statement that the
dishursements for the year ‘amounted to £26,340
25, 10d., and they were not vouchsafed a bit of
information as to what it had been spent for or
how it had been spent, and that was too big a
sum to be left in the hands of any department
to spend without giving the details of expendi-
ture. That was where the quastion of immigra-
tion came in here, because the Agent-General
was the head of that department, and in his
statement of accounts he did not show a single
farthing he had spent on immigration, though
a considerable amount must have been spent
in London. There was a vote for immigra-
tion later on—a small vote for the depart-
ment in the colony—and then there was the smn
of £50,000 on the Loan Estimates for immigra-
tion, If the Premier was prepared to fake the
discussion on the subject of immigration on the
vote which came after the vote for the Public
Service Board, he would defer his remarks tili
then. There had been statements made by hon,
members on his side which had been contra-
dicted and ridiculed from the Ministerial
benches, and those things were found now to be
embodied in this report written by Sir Horace
Tozer. The report was an elaborate one dealing
with almost everything under the sun. There
was a great deal of useful information in it, and
information that perbhaps would not be very
satisfactory to hon. gentlemen on the other

side.

The PREMIER thought it would be more
convenient to take the discussion on the immi-
gration vote, when they would all be prepared to
dizcuss the question. In the meantime he wished
to say that the hon. gentleman need not imagine
that the sum of money to which he had referred
was disbursed promiscuously, or without the
fullest details being sent to the Auditor-
General, It represented expenditure for all the
departments of the State, and they were dis-
criminated by the Auditor-General, who, of
course, charged the respective depariments with
the particular awmounts expended for their
services. These were added by the Agent-

General to his report, and the

[8'30 p.m.] Auditor - General saw that they

corresponded with the statement in
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the report. He hoped hon. members would
confine themselves to matters connected with the
vote under discussion.

Mr. BROWNE : The Premier had stated that

the Auditor-General received a statement of the
expenditure and charged it to the different
departments in his report. Tbhat might be very
well 5 but members were asked to vote this large
sum, and had not the slightest idea how it was
spent. The year before last or last year the
matter was brought up, and it was suggested it
would be a very good idea to have a statement
of accounts with the Agent-General’s report.
REverything might be fair and square and above-
board ; but people were suspicious, especially
people on this side. They wanted to know
all aboutit. The Agent-Genera! sometimes took
trips, distinguished citizens went home and had
a very good time of it; and when there was a
sum like this pus down as a sort of petty cash
disbursement, it was quite open for anyone to
say, ‘“Oh, so-and-so is gefting his expenses
paid.” And who could contradict it? There
was nothing there to show it. He should like to
know how much of this £26,300 had been spent
on immigration, and how much of it had been
spent on these trips of the Agent-General. The
Agent-General was in Philadelphia at the present
time. No doubt the country would benefit from
the visit; and the Agent-General would no
doubt benefit by it. What he complained of
was that every report which came from the
heads of the diffcrent departments there was a
statement of expenditure, and members knew
exactly how the money was expended, except a
few hundred pounds that were put down for
contingencies. But here there was no such
thing, as £26,000 was put down in one lump
sum, and no hon. member, unless: he happened to
be a Minister, knew how it had been expended.
The practice was a very objectionable one, and
the sooner theve were strict accounts attached to
this report, the more satisfaction it wonld give
to everyone,
_ Hon. G. THORN did not object to the small
increase in this department, but he believed the
salary of the consultivg engineer (Mr. Dick) had
been doubled. He had not the pleasure of
knowing the gentleman, but he should like to
know what extra work he had to do to what he
had some years ago. His opinion was that he
would have considerably less, becanse the colony
was making its own locomotives in the colony.
What bad Mr, Dick to inspect in London? He
supposed he had to look aiter a few steel rails,
He supposed the hon. gentleman had put on this
increase becanse of the policy he was about
to carry out of extra railway construction, and
because Mr. Dick might have to inspect railway
material,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : And dredges.

Hon. G. THORN : The Secretary for Rail-
ways talked about inspecting dredges, but he did
not believe that Mr. Dick, although he was an
engineer, was competent to inspect them, and
know whether they were properly constructed or
not,

Mr, Grassey: He ought.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : He does.

Hon. G. THORN : It wasall very well for the
hon. gentleman to say he did, but he was a
Scotchman, and Scotchmen thourht they knew
everything when they knew nothing. The hon.
member for Bundaberg laughed. The hon. gentle-
man was a North of Ireland Scotchman.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

How. G. THORN : He should like some litils
explanation from the Premier as to what extra
work Mr. Dick had to do. Inhis opinion he had
less to do.

The PREMIER : Not only had he the testi-
mony of 8ir Horace Tozer, as published in his
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report, page 42, to which he would refer hon,
members; but the new Mechanical Engineer,
Mr, Nesbit, and Sir Horace Tezer, before Mr,
Nesbit came out here, inspected the office and
reported on the working of it. The report of the
Agent-General would show that Mr Dick had a
very large amount of work to do. The Agent-
General said—

INSPECTTION OF PURCHASES OF MATERTAL AND STORES,—
The present system of payment for the supervision and
inspection of material and stores is not satisfactory.

The sub-department has at its head a professional
experienced officer, who has been in the public service
for twenty-three years, and who is competent to per-
form the duties required of him. The value of his
services was for many years as-essed at £800 a year.
In 1893, when there was a considerable falling off in
the material required from here, it was decided to
reduce his salary to £300 a year, and to give him the
right to practise his profession. That right practically
means nothing save in regard to some semi-public com-

. missions from Queensland, so that in effect the colony

is having the sorvices of a professional expert for the
reduced emolument of £300 a year, though since then
the duty required from him is largely increased, as is
evidenced by the fact that the purchases made by him
have averaged for the last three years £107,274 a year.

Mr. Grassey: That is the amount of the
material he passed ?
The PREMIER : Yes.

I have sufficient experience to know that one does
not get the best results (rom a badly-paid servant; and
as the right of private practice necessarily constitutes
Mr, G. G. Dick his own master, I do not like the change,
which clearly was only iptended to Le temporary.
Lither there is sufficient work to justify the continuance
of this officer, and to call for his whole time, or there is
not. In the first case he should reseive a professional
man’s remuneration ; if there is not work to justify his
continuance, and the conimission is not by comparison
excessive, then we should give the work, which consists
principally of indents from tlie Ruilway Department, to
some leading firm, and do away with this sub-depart-
mwent altogether. Bearing in mind the volume of werk
at present, and allowing the usual commission as paid
by other colonies, the balanee is largely in favour of a
continuance of the present system. with some adequste
ceapensation to the officer. Mr. G. Gemmell Dick. If
my recommendations are carried out, it will, in my
opinion, #dd to the efliciency of this department ; never-
theless, I can confidently eertify that the work is faith-
fully performed, and that Queensland receives an
adequate return for the moneys it p»ys to its officers
here. As its present head, I desire to express my
personal thanks for the assistance given myself, and for
the en: rgy and checrfulness invariably displayed by all
its members in the faithful discharge of their duties.
That was a part of the Agent-General’s report,
but in addition to that he had received a report
from Mr, Nisbet on the working of the Execu-
tive Engineer’s Department. That report was
as folows—

In reply 1o yours of 2nd August, I have the honourto
inform you that, by direction of Sir Iorace Tozer,
Agent-General of the Colony, I inquired into the work-
ing of the Executive Engineer’s Department of his
office, before leaving London early in May, with a view
to offering any suggestions which might be of value in
the direction of improving the working of that depart-
ment in its dealings with the various branches of the
Government service in Queensland.

From my inguiries I found that trouble bhad fre-
quently arisen in the past which might have been
avoided had a better system of communication between
the colony and the Inspecting Oflive existed. By
bringing the various departments in closer association
with that of the Inspecting Engineer, much unnecessary
trouhle and expense could be avoided; and on this
matier I speak with more especial reference to that
department of the service over which I have recently
had the honour to assume control.

Taking the average of the last two years, the value of
indents passing under the review of the Executive
Lngineer was about £135,000 per annum. Of this sum,
£95,000 is represented by indents from the Railway
Department, £20,000 by indents from the Post and
Telegraph Departmment, and £21.000 by miscellanenus
indents, bridges, dredges, and other minor matters.

Of course that did not deal with Mr, Lindon
Bates’s dredges, which in themselves formed a
large additional amount.
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Mr. GrassEy: Will this gentleman inspect the
dredges sopplied by Mr. Lindon Bates?

The PREMIER : He thought he would.

Mr. GrassEY: Is he competent for that

urpose ?

The PREMIER: He was assumed to be so,
having been connected with the Harbours and
Rivers Department here for a long time. Mr.
Nisbet continued—

This sum, however, does not fully represent the
amount of work which passes under the review of the
Inspecting BEnginecr, asthere are mavy indents which hie
is called upon to inspect for Iocal coutractors, who are
purchasing their various materials from merchant
houses in London and Glasgow. These indents, I find,
for the past two years represent a sum something like
£21,000 per annum ; and, although the sum 1s a small
one compared with the amount of work done for the
Government departments, still it is broken up into such
a diversity of items, and the work is distributed among
so many manufacturers, that the labour involved in
inspecting is somewhat in the inverse ratio of the
amount of money represented. For this work, I under-
stand, the Inspecting Engineerreceives no remuneration
whatever. I find that the cost of the Inspecting
Engineer’s Department is about £1,700 per annum ;
this figure covering salaries, travelling expsnses, employ-
ment of assistant inspectors, proportion of rent,
stationery, ete., and other incidental expenses,

Now, taking the figures already yuoted—viz., £135,000,
it will be seen that the cost of the Inspecting Engineer's
Department to the Government represents a sum
equal to 13 per cent. on the total value of the work
passing through the office officially. If, however, there
is added to the £135,000 the sum of £21,000, which
represents the amount for inspecting loeal contracts,
and which { have already pointed out is not directly
credited to his department, it will be seen that the cost
of the work directly and indirectly for the Government
amounts only to about 13; per cent. on the total value of
he indents,

‘Taking the larger figures and putting the cost of the
Inspeeting Lngineer’s Department at 1% per cent., it
will he found that the Government of Quesnsland is
getting thie work at a mueh cheaper rate than it would
if given to an outside firm of consulting enzineers, as is
done by some of the neighbouring eoloni

There is no doubt that the system adopted by the
Queensland Government of having their own inspecting
engineer is the proper one, and I would here suggest
that the title of execw ive engineer be changed to the
more proper one of ““inspesting engineer,”

The inspecting engineer should certainly be abso-
lutely in the employ and payment of the Government,
and should be ealled upon to give his whole attention
to the work passing through the Agent-General’s office,
except by sperial perinission of the Agent-General.

Contractors to the Government for whom the inspect-
ing engineer dnes work, should be called upon to pay at
least a proportion of the cost of such supervision.

Of course you could not call upon the inspecting

engineer to confine himself entirely to the work of the
Government wicthout the remuneraiion being fixed at
such figure as would conmnand his best services, and I
would recornmend that his remuneration be at once
ineriased to the figure at which it originally stood —
namely, £300 per annum,
He need not detain the Committee by reading
what followed, which simply corroborated what
had gone before—namely, that the amount of
work done by the inspecting engineer was very
large, and that it would be done at a cheaper
rate even with the increased salary than they
could get it done by a firm of consulting
engineers, By giving him £600 as proposed,
and denying himn the right of private practice,
they would get the work well and efficiently done
on the most economical terms,

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders): At the timethe
present Agent-General wasappointed tothat posi-
tion for three years at £1,500 a year, he thought
that officer was getting too much, Sincethen they
had a report from the Agent-General, in which
they had quantity if nos quality. He would
like to draw attention to the duties that that
gentleman at £1,500 & year had to perform. One
of those was “to attend regularly at the office
for the purpose of giving full and reliable infor-
mation in regard to the colomy’s industries and
prospects.” . Hon. members knew that there
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was no gentleman who had filled that office who
was 50 likely to give reliable information as Sir
Horace Tozer.

Mr. Lorp : He is not here to defend himself,

Mr. McDONALD : He took it from the inter-
jeciion of the hon. member that Sir Horace
Tozer did not give reliable information. If it
did not mean that he should like to know what
it did mean.

The PrumieR : He is not here to defend him-
self,

Mr. McDONALD : Now, the Premier had
told them that Sir Horace Tozer was not giving
reliable information. He (Mr. McDonald) was
certainly under the impression that the gentle-
man filling that office was always capable of
giving reliable information. Then, the Agent-
General had also * to carry out the statutory
duties imposed on me by the Immigration Act
of 1882 and the Amendment Acts of 1884, 1886,
and 1837, which include the negotiation of the
best arrangements for the transport of emigrants;
the systematic distribution of knowledge of the
colony’s resources and prospects by means of
literarure, lecturers, and personal addresses by
myself ; the economical organisation of agencies,
and of all manner of advertising media for fur-
thering emigration of the right kind.” He had
also *“to represent the colony in all its
transactions with the Colonial Office,” and he
supposed it was that gentleman who fixed up
the going away of the contingent to South Africa.
He was probably the medium between the Chief
Secretary and Mr. Chamberlain. Then, again,
he had to attend to the financial arrangements
of the colony with the Bank of Kngland, see
that the interest on the desentures and inscribed
stock was paid, and the liabilities of the Treasury
met. He had also to represent the colony at all
confercnces of consultive bodies either in Great
Britain or Burope. He did not know that they
sent an Agent-General to London togo galivant-
ing over different portions of the continent of
Kurope. e understood that he was sent as a
commercial agent to London, but now they had
the information that it was his duty to galivant
about and go to conferences. He also noticed
that he had gone to Philadelphia to attend
a conference, He suppused he was in com-
pany with the proverbial Philadelphia lawyer,
entering into a contest to see who could give
the most reliable information. However, if
a man was phrsically capable of performing
all the dutizs set down by Sir Horace Tozer,
he thought he was badly paid at £1,500 a year.
They koew his capacity for work and talk, and
that he was just about the champion talker they
had ever had in Parliament, but he did not think
he was as capable in that respect as someone who
was now in the front.

Mr. LEany: He was only champion before the
last election. .

Mr, McDONALD : He believed the Premier
ran him very close, X

Mr. Leany; There are some champions on
your side,

Mr. McDONALD : He must say, as he had
said on former occasions, that the appointment
of the present Agent-General was a very extra-
ordinary one, made to get that gentleman outside
of politics, and the extra £250 was given in order
to get him away. However, that was passed,
and conld only be terminated, he supposed, when
another person took the office. Then came the
question of the increase to the Secretary to the
Agsnt-General, which be believed was a_delibe-
rate attempt to try and uudo what Parliament
had decided on saveral oceasions. It was practi-
cally an attempt to bind Parliament. On two
occasions the House had distinctly said that
the increase should not be given; yet year
after year they found the Government placing
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on the Estimates that extra £100. He would Mr. McDorarLp: Why, your own side are

like to know what special influence that gentle-
man had with the Government of this colony.
Successive Premiers had placed that increase
on the Hstimates, and had come to Parlia-
ment prepared to defend it. It struck him
that that gentlernan’s influence was so great
that he could get the Government to do what-
ever he wished. He thought when any Govern-
ment had been defeated on two separate occa-
sions over that proposed increase to salary they
should take it as an indication that the House
wasnot in favour of it, and the only way in which
the increase could be obtained was by getting
members to stultify themselves and their action
on former oceasions.

The TREASURER: This is a new Parliament
altogether,

Mr. McDONALD : There were many of the
old faces there still.

The TREASURER : A lot of the old faces have
gone,

Mr, McDONALD: A large majority of mem-
bers had decided on former oceasions that the
increase should not be granted, and the Trea-
surer knew that the Government were defeated
last year on a similar proposal, He thought
they ought to have sense enough when Parlia-
ment year after year refused to grant an increase
not to press it.

* Mr. FINNEY (Zoowong) thought it was two
years ago since this £100 increase was first
refused. As a matter of fact it was not an
advance of salary, but a restoration, and the
reason why on a former occasion he moved
an amendment—the hon. member for Fiinders
would remember it—was that there were other
officers in the service whose salaries had
not been restored to their full amount. He
felt now that it was only fair that the secretary
to the Agent-General should have his salary
restored to £800 when the other Under Secre-
taries had been placed in the same posi-
tion. On this occasion he felt it to be
his duty, knowing what an excellent officer
Mr. Dicken was, to vote for the restora-
tion of his salary to the full ampunt of £800,
which he was as much entitled to as all other
TUnder Secretaries. That was his justification for
the action he now intended to take. He felt now
that it was ouly fair and just that Mr. Dicken’s
salary should be restored, and he would vote for
the extra £100 being granted.

Mr, ANNEAR (Maryborough) + Of course all
members would recognise the special appeal made
by the hon. member for Flindsrs a few minutes ago
to the hon. member for Toowong, and he had now
got his answer to thatappeal. The hon. member
for Toowong, like several other hon, members,
had seen that an injustice was done to Mr,
Dicken, and he took the first opportunity of
remedying that injustice. He (Mr. Annear)
thought he should be failing in his duty towards
a gentleman he very much respected if he did not
reply to some of the remarks msde by the hon,
member for Flinders—he- referred to the hon.
member’s observations in reference to that worthy
gentleman, Sir Horace Tozer. The hon. member
made those remarks because he thought they
would raise alaugh, especially when he talked
about giving full and reliable information.
(Opnposition laughter.)

Mr. McDownaLp : Does he not give full and
reliable information ?

Mr. ANNEAR: He had had the pleasure of
knowing Sir Horace Tozer since 1863, He had
had many business transactions with him, and
a more honourable and truthful man it had never
been his lot to meet. (Laughter.)

laughing.

Mr. ANNEAR : Knowing what he did of Sir
Horace Tozer, he would be failing in
his duty if he did not speak.  Every
hon, member, and the people of the
colony, knew that while Sir Horace Tozer had
been a member of that House he had done his
duty faithfully.

The PrEmiEr : Hear, hear !

Mr. ANNEAR : The hon, member for Fiin-
ders referred to work and talk. There was no
doubt the hon. geatleman could talk, bub
there had been no Minister since he (Mr.
Annear) first entered that Assembly in 1884
who had done more honest work for the colony
than the present Agent-General.

Mr. McDoNALD : There are Ministers on that
side who could work the head off him,

Mr. ANNEAR : Twenty men of the ability
of the hon. member for Flinders would not be a
match for their Agent-Geeneral as regarded work
and ability. .

Mr. McDonNaLp : We ran him out of politics,
anyway.

Mr. ANNEAR: They would see if he would
be run out of politics if be returned to Queens-
land to-morrow. The colony was to be con-
gratulated on having such a man to represent its
interests in the great city of London. With
reference to the proposed restoration of the
salary of the secretary to the Agent-General, he
had the pleasure of knowing Mr. Dicken when
he lived in Townsville, before he went to London.
The peaple of Townsville knew what a worthy
officer he wag. His salary had been £300 before
1893, when it was reduced to £600. Since then
it had been increased to £700, and it would Le a
great injustice if the Committee refused to give
him the additional £100 which was now pro-
posed, and which would give him his former
salary. His office was a very Important one,
and he was sure the hon. member for Toowong
would bear him out when he said that any
Queenslander—no matter how humble he might
be~—who called upon Mr, Dicken in London
received every attention and c.nsideration.

Mr. Fiyngy : Hear, hear !

Mr. ANNKEAR: He never knew how vastly
important he was untilhecalled upon Mr. Dicken,
and saw the interest that gentleman took in
him. A great injustice had been done, and he
felt preity confident that the Committee would
remove that injustice by voting Mr. Dicken the
salary of £800 which be had long ago. Some
remarks had been made with refererce to the
{nspecting engineer in London, He had known
Mr, Gemmell Dick forover twenty-five years. The
late Mr. Nisbet, who was formerly engineer for
harbours and rivers, had placed Mr. Dick in
charge of the works and plant in the Fitzroy
River, and if Mr. Dick had not been a competent
man he would not have been entrusted with the
important works which he had faithfully carried
out. The proposal now was to give Mr. Dick £600
per annum without the right of private practice.
With the hon, member for Bundaberg, he
thought the salary was too small,

Mr. Grassey : If he is a competent man, it
certainly is too small.

Mr. ANNEAR : It was not his opinion alone,
but it was the opinicn of men who were quali-
fied to give an opinion—that Mr. Dick was a
thoroughly qualified man. The Premier had
told them that for the last three years Mr, Dick
had had to pass material to the value of £107,000
per annum. He felt sure that they would not
be able to get an engineer in London who was
competent to pass all that material for less than
2% per cent. commission. = On. £107,000 that
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would amount to £2,675 per annum. Mr. Dick’s
salary was only to be £600 per annum, so that
that made a saving of £2,075 per annum.

Mr. KErR: But he will have his travelling
expenses as well,

Mr. ANNEAR: They could nct expect him
to pay his travelling expenses out of his salary.
The Government were going in the right direction
in having an engineer to supervise the purchase
of the material they required. Mr. Dick would
not have the right of private practice, and he
would really like to see the salary £800 per
annum instead of £600. The Government had
made a good bargain in securing the services of
Mr. Dick for such a small amount. He would
like to draw the attention of the Premier to the
number of years that Mr. Dick had performed
the duties attaching to the office. He had never
heard a word against him, and he had never
heard anyone insmuate that those duties had not
been faithfully performed and in the interests of
the country.

Mr, Guassey: I would remind the hen.
member thot there are 115 pagesof Estimates.

Mr. ANNEAR did not wish to waste time,
but he wished to give the Committee the benefit
of his knowledge of those two gentlemen. If no
hon. member wasted more time than he did
during the few weeks they had to do business,
no time would be wasted. :

Hox. G. THORN: The hon. member for
Maryborough had made an unfortunate remark
with reference to Mr. Dick, He had stated that
Mr. Dick was the engineer in charge of the
works in the Fitzroy River. That was enough
to condemn him at once. He was » Minister at
the time that Mr, Nisbet appointed Mr. Dick to
dredge the Fiizroy River, and he opposed the
scheme from its very inception. What took
place was just what he had predicted would take
place. The Fitzroy River was not a bit bebter
now than it was when the Canoona rush took
place in the Rockhampton district. The work
of Mr. Dick in connection with that wnrk
proved that he was not fit for his position. Fle
had another reason for considering Mr. Dick
an unsuitable man. He did not wish to speak
uncharitably of anyone, but Mr. Dick was
supposed to inspect dredges that were built
for the colony. They were told that they
were to have a number - of dredges cimstructed
of the Bates type, and Mr. Dick was the
gentleman who wounld have to inspect them.
The last dredge that came from London was
inspected by Mr. Dick, and before it could be
used it had to be built—new lock, stock, and
barrel. That dredge should have been con-
structed at Maryborough, and the colony had
lost by it not being constructed there. FHe con-
tended that all our dredges should be built in
the colony. There were just as good men at
‘Walkers, Limited, and other places, to build
dredges as in the old country. In fact, he would
{I;a.ther trust Walkers, Limited, than any London

T,

Mr. GROOM intended to support the increase
to this officer’s salary, because he thought he was
fully entitled to it. On the last occasion that
this vote was before the Committee, it was lost,
because it had been taken at a late hour when
many hon. members, who would have supported
it, were absent. One reason why he was inclined
to vote for the increase was because he had just
received information that the officers in the
Agent-General’s office had to contribute to the
Imperial income tax, and that the Secretary to
the Agent-General had to pay £40 a year in'Lhis
connection, He believed that the Agent-General
had also to contribute to the income tax. He
was struck with this iuformation when he heard
it, and he asked the Chief Secretary whether
what he had stated was a fact,
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The PREMIER: Ves.

Mr., GROOM : That being true, the salaries
of the officials in the Agent-General’s office
should be increased, by that amount. They
might have to pay other taxes, in addition to the
income tax, and he did not think it a fair thing
that these officials should be obliged to pay this
income tax out of their own pockets. With
regard to Mr. Dick, he was entirely in accord
with the hon. member for Bundaberg. If hon.
members looked at the Bstimates they would see
that the Master of Titles received £600, and
£100 as legal adviser to the Stamp Office, and
he had b-en lately appointed an acting judge.
And at the same time he had the right of private
practice,

Mr. LEaHY : While he is a judge?

Mr. GROOM : Not while he is acting as a
judge.

The TrREASURER: But he does not practise.

Mr. GROOM : Yes. Hehad seenhimengaged,
not only in the Supreme Court cases in Briskane,
but in the cireuit conrt in Toowoomba.

The TREASURER: Not of late years.

Mr. GROOM: Yes. He was leading counsel
in a recent case in Toowoomba. He made this
remark by way of illustration—to show that the
present salary of the Secretary to the Agent-
General was inadequate. Anyone who looked
at the voluminous reports of the Agent-General
could see that his duties were most arduous, and
would be more so with regard to the dredges to
be built by Mr. Lindon Bates, Considering the
length of time Mr, Dick had been in his posi-
tion, if he had been incompetent, it would have
been reported long ago, and under all the circum-
stances he was entitled to fair remuneration.
His principal reason for rising to speak on this
matter was that on previous occasions he had
voted against this increase.

Mr. JENRINSON : You voted for this Jast year,

Mr. GROOM: e did so because at that
time they were reinstating officers who had
been retrenched in 1893, and he did not see
that the officers in the Agent-General’s office
should be excepted. He was now all the more
inclined to vote for it, because of the informa-
tion he had received with respect to those officers
having to pay the income tax, which was really
a deduction from their salsries.

Mr. TURLLY did not think there should be
any misconceplion on the matter. The hon,
gentleman had said that Mr. Dicken paid £40 a
vear in income tax on his salary of £700. Asa
matter of fact, the income tax was 8d. in the £1
on salaries of £700, with an exemption of the
first £70, so that it was paid in this case on £630,
and hon. members would see that that came to
£21 exactly, and not to £40 as represented by
the hon, member for Toowoomba.

Mr. GROOM : In explanation, he should say
that his informant wrote to him generally on the
subject, and he might himself have confounded
theamountof income tax said to have been paid by
the Agent-General with thatsaid to have been paid
by his secretary. The writer of the letter to him
thought that hon. members might not be aware
that colonial officers in Tiondon had to pay the
income tax. He was not himself aware of it,
and he did not think many hon, members were.
He did not want to put the case extremely on
behalf of Mr. Dicken, and had no wish that there
should be any misconception.

Mr. McDONALD : ‘When that House refused
to pass the increase to Mr. Dicken on the last
oceasion, he found that the hon. member for
Toowong had got up andsaid thathe did not think
Mr. Dicken a smart commerecial man.

My, FiNxgY : I said he was not the best about.

Mr. McDONALD : The hon. member bad
contended that the salary of £700 was a good
salary for a gentleman who had been a police
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magistrate in the colony, and he denied the
statement of the Acting Premier that Mr.
Dicken was one of the smartest commercial men
in England. The hon. member was now going
to support the vote because he thought Mr.
Dicken a very smart man and thoroughly deserv-
ing of the increase. To be quite fair to the hon.
member, the hon. member had on the last
occasion when he voted against the increase
given another reason that some small men had
not received increases which they should have
received, but the principal reason the hon, mem-
ber gave for opposing the increase was that he
thought Mr. Dicken was well paid at £700 a
year.

Mr, FixxEY: No, it was not.

* Mr. GIVENS (Cairns): There was one phase
of the Agent-General’s action which had not so
far been brought under the notice of the Cow-
mittee. He was prevared to admit that the
Agent-General, Sir Horace Tozer, was a very
eminent man, who had a world wide reputation,
but there was a certain Scriptural character who
had a wider reputation through the centuries,
and was not more admirable in consequences.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Ananias.

Mr. GIVENS: Hon. memhers were suffi-
ciently acquainted with Scripture to be able to fix
the character for themselves. When the Queens-
JIand contingent for the Transvaal was first
mooted Sir Horace Tozer expressed himself on
the proposal in London, and in such terms as
were particolarly offensive to a large section of
the community composed of as gocd colonists as
any in the colony. It wasparticularly distasteful
to have a public servant like Sir Horace Toz r
aspersing the good name of a large section of the
community which paid him to represent the
whole community in the capital of the Empire.
He pointed out in a speech which he had made
and afterwards explained—though he only made
it worse by his so-called explanation—that there
were 23 per cent. of the people of the colony of the
Trish race, and that probably they would be op-
posed tothe contingentmerely from thatfsctalone,
the plaininsinuation being that they were disloyal
citizens. That statement was worthy of the
world-wide reputation which Sir Horace had
won for himself, and he need not put it plainer
than that. He wanted toknow why they should
pay Sir Horace Tozer £1,500 a year for casting
aspersions at a large and worthy section of the
community. He wanted to know also if the
Government, when the statement was brovzht
under their notice, as it had been in that House
and through the Press, had publicly repri-
manded Sir Horace Tozer for having made that
statement, and whether if they had not expressed
disapproval of that statement and reprimanded
the Agent-General they were now prepared to
take the responsibility of expressing approval of

it.

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW : Read
Give us your proofs,

Mr. GIVENS : Considering that the matter
had been referred to in the House before——

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What are
you quoting from— Hunserd ?

Mr. GIVENS : From a statement copied from
the London Z%mes over the signature of the
Agent-Goneral himself, As he had
[9°80 p.m.] been challenged to read the remarks
of Sir Horace Tozer he would do so.
They appeared in the Loudon ZTimes over his
signature, and they were quoted in the House on
a former occasion. He said—
Concerning the cost of the contingent—
My, J. Hamiuron : What is the date?
The CHAIRMAN : May I ask the hon. mem-
ber what he is quoting from ?

what was said,
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Mr. GIVENS: From the London Z%mes.
There was no one present who could deny that
what he was about to guote appeared In the
London Times over Sir Horace Tozer’s signature.
That letter purported to be an explacation of
some very indiscreet and disparaging remarks
about the Irish cclonists of Queensland, but the
explanation was as bad as the original offence, if
not worse. He objected to such a statement
coming from a responsible official like the Agent-
General, who was paid by those very Irish colo-
nists whom he disparaged. He wanted to know
~—he insisted upon knowing-—whether the Go-
vernment, as representing the people of the
colony, had addressed any reprimand, or any
expression of disapproval to Sir Horace Tozer
for having made use of such expressions. And
if they had failed to do that, were they
prepared to accept the responsibility for 1t
themselves? If they refused to reprimand the
Ageni-General it was a practical endorsement
of his utterances. He contended that the Irish
in the colony were as good citizens as any other
people in it, and were gquite as loyal and as pre-
pared to fight for the well-being of the colony
and to sacrifice as much as the people of any
osher nationality in it, He (Mr. Givens) had
not a word to say against the people of any
nationality in Queensland. He had friends
whom he highly valued amongst all nationali-
ties; men whom anybody could admire. It
would be a disgrace to the colony if that state-
ment of Sir Horace Tuzer’s were allowed to go
without challenge or without reprimand. He
had here a file of the London Times for July,
and in that paper the Agent-Genecral wrote—

The HouME SECRETARY : What is the date?

Mr. GIVENS: He was quoting from the
London  Times of July. Sir Horace Tozer
wrote—

1. Conecerning the cost of contingent, I merely re-
marked that if the Imperial Government desired z
larger number of mounted infantry from the Queens-
land Defence Force than those now offered to be sent
and paid for by the colony, they could doubtiess obtain
them on consenting to pay the expense.

2. The description of the personnel of the men related
more closely to the sclected number than to every
soldier in this braneh of the service.

3. Till recentiy I had two sons in the mounted in-
fantry. My observations as to probable service now only
applied to the survivor.

4. To the question of policy I stated that the offer
would be loyally and patriotically endorsed by the
majority of tlie people.

But that if there was any criticism such would only
emanate (1) from a section who would probably objeet
to Australasia’s interference in any Imperial disputes
outside their own territory, and (2) from our Irish
colonists, who, nwmbering about 23 per cent. of the
total population, may follow the lead given here and
contend that the redvess of Irish “grievances” should
precede . the enforecement of the claims of the Uit~
landers. '

Beyond 1he mere narrative I did not desire to offer
any comments upon the wisdom of either policy.
Why should the Irishmen be singled out for a
special insinuation of that kind? Yet when the
mxtter was brought forward here in a serious
fashion it was sneered at by the Government,
and openly laughed at by the hon. member for
Cook, who, they were informed the other nighs,
was an officer of the Government.

The TREASURER : The Government have not
sneered at it. They simply asked for the date
of the paper.

Mr. GIVENS: He only wished to call at*en-
tion to it, and to get an expression of opinion from
the Government as to whether they endorsed
those remarks or not. Not only had an insult
been burled at alarge section of the community,
but they had seen, not long ago, in Brisbane and
other places, that the lead given by the Agent-
General had been followed in many quarters, and
that Irish colonists had been openly sneered
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at in the same way that Sir Horace
Tozer sneered at them earlier in the year.
This was a very serious thing, because it was
likely to create racial antipathy and national bit-
terness which never existed except when they
were created by interested people hike the present
Agent-General. People came to this colony pre-
pared to sink all the old world antipathies and
work together for the good of the country to
which they had come, but if this sort of thing
was allowed it would breed racial antipathies
and generate national bitterness amongst the
different races composing the citizens of the
colony, which would be a very bad thing indeed,
and anything of this kind done by a public ser-
vant should be nipped in the bud before it had
had time to take effect. 1t wus the duty of the
Government to show that they had no sympathy
with »uch a thing, and announce that they had
reprimanded Sir Horace Tozer, or intended to do
so; and if they fail=d to take that courss it was
their duty to state that they were prepared to take
thedfull responsibility for the statement he had
made.

Mr. J. HAMILTON (Cook) : The hon. member
stated that Sir Horace Tozer insulted the Irish
community because he said that a large numberof
them considered that Irish grievances at home
reqaired to be treated prior to onr interfering
with the affairs of the Transvaal. He (Mr.
Hamilton) believed a great many Irishmen
thought so, and he did not consider any irsult
attached to them on that account. Nobody
thought any theless of them on that account. e
knew some men who prided themselves on being
Irishmen who had done much worse. When
three cheers were called for the QQueen in this
Chamnber, on the Federal Bill being passed,
the hon. member for Cairns kept his ecap on—
a man who had sworn loyalty to the Queen—
and although every member on the Govern-
ment side j.ined in those cheers, not one of the
Labour party joined in those cheers. The hon.
gentleinan had attacked Sir Horace Tozer’s cha-
racter. He had never heard Sir Horace Toz-r
revile a man behind his back. A more warm-
hearted man he never saw. No needy man or
woman ever went to Sir Horace Tozer for assist-
ance in vain. Could as much be said of the hon.
member for Cairns ? If that hon. gentleman had
half the character of Sir Horace Tozer he would
occupy a far higher position in the minds of the
people of Qneensland than lLie did at present.

Mr. McDONNELL (Fortitude Valley) was
pleased that the hon. member for Cairns had
brought up this matter, but the hon. member
did not give the whole of the facts, The state-
ment came about in this way: Sir Horuea
Tozer, after the announcement was made of the
Premier’s offer of a contingent, was interviewed
by a represevtative of the Liondon Central News
Agency, and asked whether there would be any
opposition offered in the colony, and he said,
“Yes, we have 33 per cent. of Irish. We have
their opposition to contend with, as is the case
here,” but afterwards he wrote to the London
Times modifying the statement to the extent of
reducing the percentage from 33 to 23. That was
the whole qualification he made as far as hisstate-
ment in regard to the Trish was concerned. Now
they had the opportunity of criticising the Agent-
General, and this was the prover time todo so. He
felt sore that Sir Horace Tozer, who owed his
first election to this Chamber to the Trishmen of
Gympie, and who now represented this cclony in
London, should bave gone out of his way to
insult the Irish people in Queensland, and he
thought it was the duty of the Government to
reprimand Sir Horace Tozer, who was a public
servant. If any public officer in this colony had
made such a statement he would soon have been
brought to book by the Government, and he
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could not understand their silence in this case.
If the Government were not prepared to say
they would call upon Sir Horace Tozer to make
an explanation or an apology, he was prepared
t0 go so far as to test the feeling of the Com-
mittee by woving a reduction in thesalary of Sir
Horace Tozer.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He may
never have said i%

Mr. McDONNELL : What was the use of
talking ? Did he not make a statement and
then write to the London Z¥mes qualifying the
statement ? The qualification that he gave had
been read by the hon. member for Cairns from
the Brishaue Telegraph. The wire from London
appeared in the Telegraph some weeks ago. .

The PrEMIER : We have not got any date to it

et.

Y Mr. Mc¢DONNELL: The hon. gentleman
wanted all the particulars. Surely he must
believe, except he disbelieved all the other wires
that appeared from time to time in the Press,
that the statement was made. It was reported
in several of the papers when the xtalement was
first made, and that part of the denial appeared
as a cable from London some weeks after. He
considered that the Government in this matter
should take some action, because he could assure
them that it was looked upon as a wanton insult
to the Irish people. He considered it was the
duty of members, particularly in discussing the
action of that official, to resent anything on his
part of that nature. He would do so, and
unless there was some safisfactory explanation
on the part of the Government he was prepared
to go w0 far as to move a reduction in the salary
of the Agent-General as a protest against the
insult.

Mr, J, HAMILTON : The hon. gentleman
said that Sir Horace Tozer had insulted the Irish
people of the colony, hecause he said a large pro-
portion of them would object to the contingent
going to South Africa. If that hon. gentleman
considered it was a degrading and unjustifiable
thing to oppose the contingent going, then
Sir Horace Tozer insulted the Irish people; but
sesing that the hon. gentleman himself opposed
the contingent going, and every other member of
that party opposed 1% going—

Mr. Grassey : That is not true.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : They knew perfectly
well that the hon. gentlemen did. Look at
Hansard., Look at the speeches. They knew
that the leader of the Opposition opposed it.
They knew what he said. They knew that the
principal members on that side opposed 5. Did
they regard their conduct_in doing so as dis-
graceful and degrading? If they did not, why
should they consider it insulting to state thab
others would do exactly what the members on
the Labour side had done. He really could not
see how they, of all others, could object to what
Sir Horace Tozer said, and characterise his state-
ment as an insult, sceing that a large number of
the Labour party were actually guilty of that
conduct themselves.

The PREMIER : Really, too wuch had been
made of the affair. If he had conceived the
stat-ment in question to be a wanton insult to
any portion of their fellow-colonists, he should ab
once have taken it up and demanded a retraction
of anything which would convey an insult. His
attention was not drawn to it until the House
met, and then the time had really passed for
taking official notice of it. He knew that Sir
Herace Tozer had written to several members of
the Ministry explaining in connection with is.

Mr. Givess: It wants a lot of explanation.

The PREMIER: He had written private
letters to Ministers in which he had explained
what he had done, and put it in such a light that
he never intended to insult in any way any of
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their fellow-colonists. Tf the same thing had
been addressed to Scotchmen, Englishmen, or
Welshmen he (the Premier) should just have
treated it in the same way., They were attach-
ing a great deal too much importance to the
matter, which he certainly did not approvs of,
He thought that what Sir Horace had said was
very indiscreet; but there were times when it
was as well, perhaps, to pass over these matters
and not attach undue importance to them. To
magnify them would be a great mistake, They
knew that Sir Horace Tozer—although he might
have said this, and although his tongue might
have run away with his good sense—was a man
who would be the last to offer any offence to a
very large section of this colony.

MEMBERS on the Government side:
hear!

The PREMIER: Especially a section with
whom he was always on remarkably good terms,
zfmd had had the very highest regard and respect

or.
b MemBERS on the Government side : Hear,

ear!

The PREMIER : He was sure that if there
was a plebiscite of the Irishmen of this eoluny
g:a,lled to pronounce jadgment on that expression,
in the light of it being an insult to them, they
would at once acquit him of any such intention.
He regretted that the matter had.been brought
up in this way. In private correspondence with
Sir Horace Tozer, he had deprecated his using
such ambiguous expressions; but, at the same
time, to make it the subject of ofiicial correspon-
dence or censure, wonld be to attach undue
importance to it.  Viewing it in the light of an
indiscretion on his part, he (the Premier) shought
they had far better let the matter drop.

Mr. DAWSON: The Premier had admitted
that the Agent-General had allowed his tongue
to run away with his judgment.

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Like your own
sowmebtimes.

Mr. DAWSON : Asa matter of fact, he had
made some remarks in that Chamber not so long
ago; but what had the hon. gentleman and his
friends done ever since? They had not only
done their level best to publish those remarks
throughout the Press that they had command
of in the colony ; but had gone further, and tried
to magnify and misrepresent.

Mr. DUNSFORD : Distort,

Mr. DAWSON : They had distorted and mis-
represented in the most ouirageous manner.
Now when one of the hon. member's own
officers had committed something of the same
indiscretion that he committed—in fact, much
worse——

The TREASURER: You admitted you com-
mitted an indiscretion not very long ago.

Mr. DAWSON : He admitted it was an indis-
cretion in this respect.

The TREASURER : Don’t qualify it.

Mr. DAWSON : No. He was going to tell
the truth about it. When he used the term
“indiscretinn,” what he meant was that in
endeavouring to make his point he used an
illustration which was harsh; but the illustra-
210% was true all the same, which he still stuck
0 it.

The TrEASURER: Don’t qualify it.

Mr. DAWSON : The hou. gentleman need not
trouble his boots about that. He was not built
that way. However, it appeared now that, if
any barsh terms happened to be used by members
on this side of the House, the Premier and his
friends were prepared to pursue them to the
death; but when they were used by their own
friends they must forgive and forget, kiss and
make it up. As a matter of fact, what Sir
Horace Tozer had done was to needlessly insult
one-particular section of their colonists,

Hear,
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The TrREASURER : Not at all.

Mr. DAWSON : The hon. member for Cook
pointed out that the hion. member for Fortitude
Valley was against the sending of the contingent,
and it was quite correct that he (Mr. Dawson)
was also against it; but the hon, member
entirely missed the point of what Sir Horace
Tozer told the people of England, not by a
hastily-spoken word, but by deliberate writing
to the London T%mes. He sat down in his office
in his cool muments, and deliberately wrote it
and signed his own name to it. Hesaid that 23
per cent. of the colonists of Queensland were
going to object to the sending of the contingens,
not because they believed the war was an unjust
one, but beeause they were Irish and were neces-
sarily disloyal. That was exactly the position,
He said there were two classes of people who

would object to the sending of the

[10p.m.] contingent, one class who believed

that the war was not justifiable,
and another class, who constituted 23 per cent.
of the population and were known as lrishmen,
who would object to it because they were dis-
loyal. He (Mr. Dawson) still objected to the
sending of the contingent to South Africa, and
thongh he had not offered & prayer for along
time, yet if he thought that by offering a prayer
to-night he could get the * Cornwall ™ stranded
on some island so that the contingent could not
reach South Africa, he would willingly offer that
prayer. Sir Horace Tozer had distinctly insulted
their Irish fellow-colonists by informing the
British public in cold blond that merely because
they were Irishmen they were necessarily dis-
lnyal, and would object to the sending of the con-
tingent to South Africa on that ground alone.
* Mr., GIVENS: The hon. member for Cook
had stated that on a certain occasion when cheers
were called for Her Majesty the Queen in that
House, he (Mr. Givens) kept hishaton. Asa
matter of fact, while he had teen in the House—
and he had been present at every sitting since
the session commenced—hbe had never at any
time heard cheers called for the Queen in that
House, Directly the Speaker had left the chair,
that Chamber was no more the House than the
lobby or the balcony outside, and he should like
the hon, member when he made a charge like
that to be accurate.

Mr. J. Hamiurow : It was in the House. The
Spraker had not left the chair ; members were
in their seats.

Mr, GIVENS : It was in that Chamber, bub
the hon. wmember distinetly said it wasin the
House. When cheers for her Majesty were
properly called for members might be expected
to give them, but when any political buttoner
chose to advertise his loyalty, which no one knew
of unless it was advertised, by ca]ling for cheers,
it was not in consonance with the dignity of a
cool-headed man to throw up his cap and shriek
himeelf hoarse on an occasion of that kind.

The CHAIRMAN : 1 cannot see what the
hon. member’s remarks have to do with the ques-
tion before the Committee.

Mr. GIVENS : He contended that when a
distinet charee was made against him

The CHAIRMAN : I have allowed the hon.
member time to refute the charge, and he cannot
further continue the discussion of that subject.

Mr. GIVENS would not pursue that line of
argiment further on the present occasion, but
would probably take an opportunity of doing so
at some future time. He wished to again
emphaaise the fact that not only the representa-
tives of the Irish race in that Chamber, but also
the Trich race outside the Chamber in all parts
of the country, most serivusly resented the gross
and wanton insult which had been hurled at
them by Sir Horace Tozer, who was a public
servant paid to represent in London, not merely
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one section or one natlonahty in the community,
but the whole community and every nationality
in Queensland. Being a paid public servant it
was extremely bad taste on his part to wantonly
insult the whole of one nationality in the com-
munity, and his utterance was calculated to excite
racial bitterness, and eugender national antipa-
thies and hatreds. 1twasone of the most imjurious
utterances that had ever been made by any man
in the positin of Agent General, or any other
public position in the colony. Of all things they
wanted good feeling to exist among all the
colonists, no matter what their nationality might
be, and bis experience bad been that, except on
oceasions of that kind, thera had heen the utmost
good feeling between all sections and all nation-
alities composing the community of Queens-
1and. The Prewier had said thab the utterance
had been maie too much of ; but not being an
Irishman it did not appeal to the bon. gentleman
with the sawme force as it did bto him (Mr.
Givens) and his fellow-countrymen in Queens-
land. The insult was one which should not go
without a reprimand. The Premier had stated
that, in private correspondence, he had told Sir
Horace Tozer that the remark was indiscreet.
But hon. members did not want to know what
the hon. geuntleman had done in his private
correspondence ; they wanted to know whether
he had thought Bt in his public and official corres-
pondence with the Agent-General to reprimand
BSir Horace Tozer for his indiscreet utterance.
The fact that the Premier might or might not
have expressed disapproval in a private letter
wag nothing, because he, in his private capacity,
was no more than he (Me. Givens) was, What
they wanted to know was whether the Premier,
represcnting the coluny, would call npon Sir
Horace Tozer for an explanation. The Irish
people in Queensland had been insulted, and the
public officer who presumed to imsult them
should be officially reprimanded. The Premier
admisted thar, that hsd not been done, and if he
did not do it, he failed in his duty. If an
amendment on the vote was moved, he should
give it his most hearty support.

Mr. McDONNELL regretted that the ex-
planation of the Premier was not more satisfac-
tory, so that he would be justified in withdrawing
the ameundment. The hon. gentleman had said
that in private correspondence Sir Horace Tozir
had wade an explanation. The statement had,
however, bzen made publicly, and a public
retraction was necessary. There was no use in
Sir Horace Tozer writing to his private friends
and explaining thestatement away. The demand
was for a public retraction, and if the Premier
was prepared to ask Sir Horace Tozer for an
explanation, and promise to lay the paperson the
table of the House, he would be satisfied.

The PrEMIER : He will see this Hensard, and
that will doubtless elicit some reply.

Mr. McDONNELL: If the hon gentleman
resented anything of that nature, then he should
do the proper thing, and call upon Sir Horace
Tozer for an explanation or retraction. That
was his duty. The hon. member for Cook, in
trying to justify Sir Horace Tozer, semed to
imply that the Irish people were so densely
ignorant that they did not know the difference
between a compliment and an insult.

Mr., J. HamivroN : Do not put words into my
mouth that I did not use.

Me. McDONNELL: The hon, member
practically said that his (Mr. McDonnell’s) vote
on the matter of the Transvaal contingent was a
justification of the statement made by Sir
Horace Tozer.

Mr. J. Haumron: T did not.
words,

Mr, McDONNELL : What were the facts?
The statement of Sir Horace Tozer was made

Quote my
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three months before the contingent question ever
came on. The statement was made Jast July in
London; it was published throughout the
British Islands in the principal papess, and
cubled out here. What was the use, therefore,
of the hon. member, by a side wind, trying to
justify Sir Horace Tozer, and telling them that
he was simply paying a compliment to the Irish
people ?

Mr, J. Hamirron : Do not put words into my
mouth that I never used.

Mr., McDONNELL: He was stating practi-
cally what the hon. gentleman had said. He
might say that personally he had not_a word to
say against Sir Horace Tozer. He believed that
as Agent-General he was a good officer, but in
this case he had overstepped the pounds of
reason and duty. He went mte out of his way
to make a statement w was resented
strongly in this colony, and partzculcbrly in the
city of Brisbane, by the Irish people. He
thought they ought to have a promise from
she Premier that he would demand an explana-
tion and a retraction of the statement. That
was not asking the hon. gentleman to do any-
thing unreasonable or unfair, and it was neces-
sary in view of the serious statement of a gentle-
man holding such a high position as Agent-
General.

Mr. FISHER (Gympie) had just a few words
to say, though not in rela ion to the Irish people.
The statement of Sir Horace Tozer was not ouly
an insult to the Irish members of thas Chamber
and to Irishmen outside, but it was calculated to
retard the best interests of the colony in London.
The Agent-General was sent home to represent
Queensland as a wealthy colony, with a popula-
tion that was not only loyal but industrious, and
who desired to work together for its best
interests, but instead of doing that he embraced
the fist opportunity—either from spite, or malice,
or ill-will——to injure the interests of the colony.
Supposing the prople in Great Britain believed
Sir Horace Tozer—which happily they did not—
that 25 per cent. of the population were dis-
affected, what would be the effect of that on the
granting of loans in the future? He was surs
that they would not get them on as favourable
terms as heretofore. He held that if the Premier
refused to demand a retraction and apology he
would utterly fail in his duty and be unworthy
to hold his present office,

Mr. ANNEAR : Anyone would think to see
the excited state which hon, members had worked
themselves into that they were on the eve of a
general election, but such was not the case. The
hon. member for Fortitude Valley said that Irish
people throughout the colony resented the words
used by Sir Horace Tozer. Then the Irish
people must be within the walls of that Chamber,
because he believed that no true Irishman would
for & moment believe that Sir Horuce Tozer ever
desired to insult the Irishmen of Queensland.

Mr. McDoNNELL: I have as good an oppor-
tunity of judging what the Irish people think as
you have.

Mr. ANNEAR: The hon, gentleman took
upon himself to represent the Irish people of
Queen~land, but be would guarantee that he had
ten times the number of friends among the
Irish people that the hon. member had, and he
did not believe they took what had been said in
an offensive sense.

Mr., McDoxNELL : They are very fine fellows
at election times,

Mr, ANNEAR : He had known for thirty-five
years the greatest Irishman living in Queens-
land, and was sure he would not make so much
of what had been said. He was as good an
Irishman as the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley,
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Mr. McDONNELL :
Cornish man.

Mr. ANNEAR: He contended that Sir
Horace Tozer would not for a moment insult
their Irish fellow-colonists Ly act, word, or deed.

Mr, McDonNNELL: He has already done it.

Mr. Carran : He can lie by the yard.

Mr. ANNEAR : Sir Horace Tozer referred to
the Irish section of the population who believed
in Home Rule.

Mr, MoDoxNELL: No.

Mr. ANNEAR : The hon. member might nos
know, but he could tell him that Sir Horace Tozer
married the daughter of one of the most distin-
guished Trishmen who ever lived in Queensland.

Mr. McDoNRELL: That is nothing.

Mr. ANNEAR: He was certain that the
Irishmen of Wide Bay, and indeed all over the
colonv, knew that they had no better friend than
Sir Horace Tozer, the present Agent-General.

Mr. MoDoNNELL : All the more shame to him,

Mr, CarraN: Nonsense! Talk some sense!
Talk about Cornwall 5 you know more about 1t
than you do about Ireland,

Mr. ANNEAR was as proud of Cornwall as
the hon. member, or the hon. member for Forti-
tude Valley, were proud of Ireland; but they
were all Queenslanders. Had the hon. member
for Fortitude Valley remained in Ireland, and
had he (Mr. Annesr) remained in Cornwall, they
would bave lived lives of obscurity ; hut they
had come to thefree colony of Queensland, vuder
the British flag, where they were both respected
by their fellow-colonists, and where they had
been elected members of that House.

The CHATRMAN : Order!

Mr. ANNEAR did not want to be out of
order, but he said in all friendship that he was a
Queenslander, aud knew no section of the com-
munity——

Mr. McDoNNELL: Except at election times,

Mr. ANNEAR said at all times. He had
employed thousands of men in this colony, and
no maun could every say that he had asked him
his nationalitv. The man who could work was
the man for him. He trusted they would all be
Queenslanders, and that those irritating questions
would not be raised in the Chamber. No man
respected Irishmen move than he did. He was
going to make a “bull.” He was ahout to say
that his wife was an Irishman. She was the
daughter of an Irish family, which was highly
respected in that portion of the colony. In fact,
he had no better friends in the colony than
Irishmen. The question had been raised for
electioneering purposes, and there was no need
for it, because there was no election coming off,
so far as he knew,

Mr. DAWSON: Tt had been sought by the
hon. member for Fortitude Valley to get a
statement from the Premier as to his intention
to call upon Sir Horace Tozer, who represented
the colony of Queensland in Londoun, to give
some explanation or to make a retraction of the
insulting words he had used against a large
section of the people of Queensland. Any
private letter that Sir Horace Tozer might send
to a friend in this colony was not a sufficient ex-
planation of the deliberate insult that he hid
offered to the Irish people. The hon. member
for Maryhorough might protest with that sten-
torian voice of his, and whirl his arms like
windmills,

Mr. ANNEAR : You used yours to some extent
last night. In fact, you pumped yourself out,
while I can keep it going.

Mr. DAWSON : He tried to put ideas into the
hon, member’s head, as he knew he was poverty-
stricken in that direction.

The CHAIRMAN :: The hon. member is out
of order in using language that will be offensive

I thought you were a
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to hon. members. I would call the hon. mem
ber’s attention to Standing Order 112, which
sAyS—

A member shall not digress from the subject-matter
under discussion, or comment upon expressions used by
another member in a previous debate of the same ses-
sion ; and ail imputations of improper motives, and all
personal refiections, shall be deemed highly disorderly.

Mr. DAWSON was just telling the truth.
At any rate, he was not aware that he had used
any offensive expressions. The hon. member
for Maryborough had swiled with delight at
what he had said. The hon. member might rise
and use his lusty lungs, and give them to under-
stand that he was a friend of Irishwmen, and
that Irishmen were friends of his ; but that was
not the qusstion before the Committeo at all. He
certainly believed the hon. member had friends
among [rishmen. He respected them, and they
respected him, but the question they were dis-
cussing was the unwarrantable insult that had
been offered to Irish colonists by the Agent-
General in London.

The PrEMIER : What you are doing is stone-

walling.

Mr, DAWSON : What they were doing was
not stonewalling at all. 'What the hon. gentle-
man might do was to immediately accede to the
very reasonahle request of the hon. member for
Fortitude Valley, and do his duty as Premier
of the colony by calling upon the Agent-General
to make some explanation or retraction of the
words that he had used against the 23 per cent.
of the colonists of Queensland who happened to be
Irish. If the hon. gentleman was not willing to
do that, they wanted to know the reason why.
There was nothing that he knew of to induce Sir
Horace Tozer to make that gratuitous attack——
that vile attack—on their fellow-colonists who hap-
pened to be Irishmen. Surely t-goodnessthe wave
of jingoism had not gone that far that they were
guing to protect everybody who unwarrantably
insulted such a large number of the people of
Queensland ! The statement was unmistakable?
it was not an accidental referemce. It was
in no way in reply to an interjection. It
was something that had been deliberately done
~—written—-sent to the leading newspaper of the
world, over thesignature of their Agent-General.
He was particu'arly careful to make it pointed.
He pointed out that there were two classes of
people in Queensland who might object to the
contingent going—tihe ove class consisted of
those people who did not believe in interfering
in Imperial disputes, and the other consisted of
the 23 per cent. of the people who objected
because they were Irish. At the very least the
Premier should afford protection to the large
number of people in the colony who happened to
hail from Ireland. If the hon. gentleman would
not take the very reagonable course of demanding
an explanation or a retraction from the Agent-
General, he counselled the hon. member for
Fortitude Valley to emphasise his protest by
moving a small reduction in the salary of the
Agent-General.

Mr. PLUNKETT (4lbert): The speeches of
the last bour would have been as well left unsaid.
He would not offer any apology to any person
for the remarks he was going to make. He
believed that the remarks made by the homn.
member for Cairns, the hon. member for Forti-
tude Valley, and the leader of the Opposition
were pretty warm. Fe (Mr. Piunkett) never
considered what Sir Horace Tozer had said as an
insult, but he knew very we=ll thab a great many
of his fellow-countrymen did consider it as an
insult. They thought it unwarranted on the
part of the Agent-General to single out their
nationality, but if Sir Horace Tozer were in
Queensland he helieved that neither the Premier
nor any Minister could compel him to make use
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of the words he had used in Hngland. No man
could be a better friend to the Irish in Queens-
land than Sir Horace Tozer.

Mr. Giveys : When he wanted their votes.

Mr. PLUNKETT : He would notsay “‘when
he wanted their votes.” No wmean could be
kinder to the Irish, and even greater kindness
wag shown by Lady Tozer. He believed—as the
leader of the Opposition had suggested—thal
jirgoism had got hold of Sir Horace Tozer, and
he thought that he had used those words for the
purpose of pleasing some people in England, If
he had been in Quesnsiand, he would never have
waid it. No kinder-hearted man could be found,
but at th+ sawme time he believed that the
demand of the hon. member for Fortitude Valley
was a reasonable nne. The Agent-General was

paid £1,500 to attend to the busi-
[10°30 p.1n.] ness of the colony, and he should do

his best for all natiounalivies. He
thought the Chief Sscretary might accede to the
request of the hon. member for Fortitude Valley,
and endeavour to get some explanation from Sir
Horace Tozer regarding his statements, He did
not believe in these debates with regard to
nationality.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. PLUNKETT: They were all Queens-
landers,

An HovoURABLE MEMBER : All Australians.

Mr. PLUNKETT : He was a Queenslander
all the way, and he thought that all racial and
religious difficulties should be left alone. The
remarks muzde by hon. members only went to
show that the request made was a reasonable

oune.

The PREMIER : He had already stated that
he was not in sympathy with the expressions
made use of by Sir Horace Tozer. They were,
in his opinion, exceedingly indiscreet ; but he
refused to be dictated to by hon. members on
the other side as to what course he should pursue
in the matter. He would vindicate as far as
possible the honour of the colony and the honour
of all seciions of its eitizens, but he declined to
be dictated to as to the form in which it should
be done,

Mr. CALLAN (Fitzroy) said he was an Trish-
man heart and soui, but he did not thivk the
Committee should be led away with such trivi-
alities. With regard to Sir Horace Tozer, he
had not the least respect for him. He had
known that gentleman for many years, and he
did not give that [snapping his fingers] for what
he said. He was prepared to lay on the table
a pamphlet published about fifteen years ago
by Mr. Knox D’Arcy, containing statemunts
which, if untrue, would hbave enabled Sir Horace
(then Mr.) Tozer, to have obtained a verdict for
perhaps £50,000 damages. Iristmen who paid
any attention to what Sir Horace Tozer said
were very poor Lrishmen indeed. He did not
regard anvthing that that gentleman said.

Mr. Givens: But he is the official agent of the
colony.

LIr. CALLAN: The people know all about
that. What he said might affect people who
did not know him, but he (Mr. Callan) knew him
too well.  But it was not worth the while of the
Committee bothering about any statements of
Sir Horace Tozer with regard to Irishmen or
anything of that sort.

Mr. PETRIE (ZToombul) : He had heard the
several speeches delivered, but he did not think
Sir Horace Tozer intended to cast a slur on
Irishmen, as the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley tried to make out. Perhaps he might be
wrong. e was one of numerous others in Bris-
bane who gave Sir Horace Tozer a send-off.
There was a great difficulty in gesting the picnic
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up, because there was a half-flood in the river,
but they got up an entertainment for him and
presented him with an illuminated address.

The CHATRMAN : Order! Thehon. gentle-
man’s remarks have nothing to do with the vote
before the Committee.

Mr. PETRIE: He was talking about the
Agent-General, and he felt very sore on the
point, becauve after all the trouble that had been
taken, and after he had written a letter to Sir
Horace, he had not the courtesy to reply. No
doubt he was too busy in the old country to
attend o it.

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order dealing with a private matter.

My, PETRIK : He had always stuck up for
Sir Horace Tozer, but he thought that if Sir
Horace had been here, the ex-leader of the
Labour party would have heen one of the mem-
bers of the Ministry. He believed that Sir
Horusce Tozar’s intentions were good, and a lot
that had been said was in direct contravention
of bis wishes. But he was sorry that he had
not replied to his letter.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in referring to a private
matter.

Mr. PETRIE : Perhaps he might have been
wrong ; but be said that when hon. members
opposite abused 8Sir Horace Tozer for what they
thought was a grievance, he (Mr. Petrie) did
not abuse that gentleman though he had a
greater grievance. Fle did not believe the
ex-leader of the Opposition would abuse Sir
Horace Tozer, because those gentlemen were in
accord with one another, and if Sir Horace
Tozer had remained here and formed a Govern-
ment the hon. member for Bundaberg would
have been one of the Cabinet.

Mr. DAWSON : He might state that the hon.
member for Fortitude Valley was perfectly
satisfied with the last statement made by the
Premirr. He could assure the Premier that
there had been no intention during the discussion
to dictate to him in any way.

The TREASURER: The member for Cairns
insisted.

Mr. DAWSON : There had been no attempt
at dictation, but shey wanted some redress for a
genuine grievance, and if half-an-hour before the
Premier had made the statement he had made
rgcenbly, the matter would have been dropped
then.

Mr. GLASSEY had not the slightest fault to
find with the hon. member for Toombul for what
he had said respecting him. The hon. member
had not reveived the letter from the Agent-
General that be expected, and regarded that as
a grievance. He was not by any means anxious
to increase the salary of the secretary to the
Agent-General, as he thought the iucrease pro-
posed was absolutely unjustifiable and uncalled
for., He took up the same position now as he
had taken before when that matter was before
the Conimittee, and he should certainly take the
same action. The hon. member for Toowong
had said that as others whose salaries had been
retrenched in 1893 had not had them restored
when that proposal was previcusly before them,
that was a justification for refusing it at that
time ; but that reason did not exist now. He
had himself always held the opinion that £700
was a very fair salary for the position ; and he
knew something about living in the old country,
and the salaries paid there. The Premier
had told them that Mr. Dicken was a barrister-
at-law, but that did not necessarily make him
any more fit to occupy that position, and they
bad barristers-at-law in this city who would fill
the position with equal integrity and ability for
¢ much less than £700 a year, The question was—.
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was £700 a year sufficient for the duties per-
formed by that officer ? He thought it was, not-
withstanding the strong recommendasion of the
Agent-General. With respect to what had been
said about Sir Horace Tozer, they knew that
gentleman had sometimes been unfortunate
enough to make indiscreet remarks, but they
knew after a lengthened experience of him in
that House that Sir Torace Tuzer had many
excellent qualities. He did not know a man
who would more readily withdraw expressions
made use of without calm consideration than
Sir Horace Tozer, and no man would regret
more than that gentleman that the people
of the colony were taking exception to his
remarks. With regard to Sir Horace Tozer’s
intentions in forming a Cabinet, he knew nothing
whatever about them, and no hint had ever
dropped from his own lips in connection with
anythivg of the kind so far as Sir Horace Tozer
was concerned. They had differed seiiously on
political matters, and h«d somerimes used angry
words, but he could say that, so far as he was
capable of judging, no wan had ever filled the
position of Home Secretary with greater ability
or wish more consideration and humanity than
Sir Hovace Tozer, and he wished they had him
to-day, in preference to the gentleman who was
there now. He had never known Sir Horace
Tozer refuse an application for assistance for an
aged or sick person or a person requiring aid.
He had been always ready and willing to render
assistance personally and officially, aad he would
fail in his duty if he did not say that in
modification of some of the strong statements
which had been made against Sir Horace Tozer.
As he had said, he by no means agreed to the
propused increase to the salary of the secretary
to the Agent-General. With regard to the
inspecting engineer, he had endeavoured to get
information as to whether Mr. Dick was really a
first-class officer or not, as far as concerned the
special duties he had to perform. If he wasa
first-class officer certainly £600 a year was by uo
means a sufficient remuneration. He would here
remark that they were now on page 12 of the
Estimates, of which there were 115 pages
altogether. Besides that, there were the Supple-
mentary and Loan Estimates to be considered.
Between now and Christinas there were only
seven weeks, and if they intended to get through
them and then pass the Hlectoral Reform Bil
before Christmas—with which he should be per-
fectly satisfied-—it cuuld only be done by curtail-
ing the discussions as much as possible con-
sistently with fair criticism. He would now
move that the item  Secretary to the Agent-
General, £800,” be reduced by £100.

The PREMIKR said the proposed increase
was in line with the policy of the Government
to restore retrenched officers to their original
position. He considered that Mr. Dicken had
been kept out of his own fur the last two years.
‘When he had referred to Mr. Dicken as being a
barrister-at-law, he did so not only to show Lis
professional status, but to imply that if thas
officer were practising in Queensland he would
make a great deal more than £800 a year ; and,
if his services were required by the State in his
professional capacity, he would expect a larger
salary.

Mr. Frsuir: You have got the best of them—
the new Crown Solicitor-—for £800 a year.

Mr. BROWNE : Each year that proposed
increase had been brought before the Committee
he had voted against it; and he intended to do
so on the present occasicn, No doubt Mr.
Dicken was an excellent police magistrate in
Queensland, but he contended—and the point
had not been mentioned before—that a man who
had been living in London for fifteen or twenty
years was not intouch with the present condition
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of Queensland. They wanted a man in that
office who was up to date in Queensland affairs,
and certainly a man who had been away so long
could not be familiar with the conditions existing
in the colony at the present day. Without
suying anyshing disrespectful of Mr. Dicken, he
wouldsooner give the proposed salary to a younger
man going to London fresh from the colony
with all the details of the colony’s position
at his fingers’ ends; and if the Government
would find a position for Mr. Dicken in Queens-
and commensurate with his abilities, and offered
him the salary now proposed, he would not vote
against it. But he would vote against any
increase to a man who had lived out of Queens-
land for so long a time, and who was necessarily
out of touch with the existing condition of things
here. He noticed thut the Agent-General, in
bis report, said he had to be constantly in his
office mesting people. How he could do that
when he was in Philadelphia he (Mr. Browne)
could not understand. The secretary to the
Agent-General waslike the Under Secretary here,
who, as they all knew, were the moving spirits in
every thing that concerned their departments.
A Minister new to office could not know as much

as the uonder secretary of many

{11p.m.] matters with which he had to deal,

and the same remark applied to the
Agent-General, who in a great many matters
had to depend on the secretary to the Agent-
(General. He was going to oppose the increase,
because Mr. Dicken had been too long in Lon-
don, and the position should be occupied by a
Queenslander who had nut been long out of the
colony.

Mr. BOLES (Port Curtis): For some years
there had been a desire on the part of the Go-
vernment to increase this vote, and he had
hitherto opposed the increase, not because he did
not think Mr. Dicken was worth the money,
because he had personal knowledge of that gentle-
man when he was police magistrate at Charters
Towers, and knew that he was as good a public
servant as it was possible to have; but on the
principle that the Guvernment should begin by
giving increases to the lower paid officers. Now
that incrsases were being given to many of the
lower paid officers, and they had already agreed
to an increase of £100 to the ealary of Mr.
Dutton, he did not see why he should oppose this
increase any longer.

Mr. GLASSEY had no hesitation in justifying
his action in opposing this increase, and support-
ing the increase to Mr. Dutton. There was no
man in the colony or out of it more severely
taxed than Mr. Dutton, and had there been
opposition he would have gone for the increase
to Mr. Duston’s salary. He did not question
the ability of Mr, Dicken, but in his opinion
£700 was sufficient for the office. But consider-
ing the enormous amount of work—delicate,
difficult, private and confidential work—Mr,
Dutton had to perform, he did not think that
gentleman was paid even at £700 a year. No
man, unless he was an exceptionally strong man,
conld keep on long working at the high pressure
Mr. Dutton was now working at, and had been
working at for the last few years,

* Mr, LESINA (Clermont) said that one of the
most extraordinary arguments advanced in
favour of the increase was that Mr, Dicken was
at one time an eminently satisfactory police
magistrate in Queensland, and it followed that
he must get £300 a year in London for acting as
secretary to Sir Horace Tezer, who could find
time for a refreshing holiday in Philadelphia
just now. It was sald that because he was at
one time a success as a police magistrate in
some obscure country town, he must now receive
a salary of 800 per annum. To carry
that argument further, because a man was at
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one period a house painter and had distinet sue-
cess in that line, and he dabbled in scene-
painting, he should get £800 a year. There did
not seem to be any logic in the argument.
He thought it had been said that because
this gentleman at one time sentenced men to
seven days or fined them five bob, he was
well qualified to draw £800 a year as secre-
tary to Sir Horace Tozer. If that was the
sort of flapdoodle logic which was going to
be used for the purposes of education in this
country, the sooner it engaged a specially-paid
logician to instruct it in the elements of logic
the better it would be for it and for the
Treasury., He noticad that there was an in-
crease for the best paid offcers—the men at
the top of the tree. As he had already eaid,
the fat sow was to be further greased. He
objected altogether to starting at the top of
the tree. When they had to cut presently,
where would they start ? At the botiom of the
tree—with the men who were low paid. He
would vote for the reduction. Whether the
House would carry it was a different matter,
The House was evidently in a good humour to
vote increases, seeing what an immense amount
of wealth the country was possessed of at
present, because of the extraordinary financial
ability of the Treasurer, and the immense
amount of taxation imposed upon the people,
The country was simply revelling in wealth, and
could afford to throw it about. But the little
men, where did they come in? Ves, there was
actually an increase of £18 in the salary of the mes-
senger in the Liondon office of the Agent-General !
This was a record in benevolence. If the Go-
vernment was going tolavish wealth on messengers
in that fashion, the country would go to headlong
ruin, There was another point he desired to
refer to. That was that the Hon. Sir Horace
Tozer who at one time was a Minister in
Queensland, and now Agent-General for Queens-
land, and in receipt of a magnificent salary for
representing this colony in London, and putting
in his spare time in Philadelphia, was also to get
an increase.

The CHAIRMAN : I should like to remind
the hon. mewmber that there is an amendment
moved on the salary of the secretury to the
Agent-General, and I would ask him to confine
his remarks to that araendment.

Mr, LESINA : He would confine his remarks
to that ; but when the amendment was disposed
of he would deal with Sir Horace Tozer.

Question—That the salary of the secretary to
the Agent-General be reduced to £700—put ; and
the House divided :—

Avzws, 19. .

Messrs. Dawson, Lesina, Ryland, W. Hamilton, Xerr,
Turley, Givens, Iardacre, Dunsford, MeDonald, Fisher,
Maxwell, MeDonnell, Dibley, Browne, Glassey, Jackson,
Fitzgerald, and Jenkinson.

Noxs, 26.

Messrs. Dickson, Foxton, Rutiedge, Philp, Dalrymple,
Chataway, Murray, Bartholomew, J. Hamilton, IHanran,
Newell, Moore, Lord, 8todart, Acnear, Callan, Finney,
T. B. Cribb, Story, Curtis, Campbell, Groom, Petrie,
Stephenson, Tooth, and Boles,

PAIRS:

Ayves—Messrs. W. Thorn, Plunkett, Stewart, and
Fogarty.

Noes—DMessrs. J. C. Cribb, 0’Connell, Mackintosh, and
Smith.

Question resolved in the negative,

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers) noticed that
there was an increase of £300 in the salary of
the inspecting engineer. The Premier, when
moving the vote, stated that that officer received
£800 per annum prior to 1893, but that he was
then reduced to £300 a_year and given the right
of private practice. He would like to know if

18993 ¢*
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the hon. gentleman could in any way show that
the work performed by that officer was worth
£600 a year to the colony.

The PREMIER: The hon. member must
have been absent earlier in the evening when he
fully stated the reasons which had induced the
Government to alter the status of that officer.
Mr. Nisbet, who had recently come te the colony
to take up the position of chief mechanical
engineer to the Railway Department, was re-
quested when in London to furnish a report oun
the working of the inspecting engineer’s depart-
ment. That gentleman had made a long report
on the subject, and he (the Premier) had read it
to the Committee. It showed that the average
value of material on account of the Government
passed under review by the inspecting engineer
during the past two years was £135,000.

Mr. DawsoN : How much of it has been con-
demned after it has arrived here?

The PREMIER was not aware that any of it
had been condemned. But in addition to that
material on account of the Government there was
a quantity which had been inspected on account
of local contractors, representing about £21,000
per annum. Mr. Nisbet pointed out that if the
Government were to employ a firm of consulting
engineers to inspect that material their chargs
would be 25 per cent., and that charge on £150,000
would be considerably over £3,000 per annum,
whereas the whole expense to the colony at the
increased salary to the inspecting engineer, in-
cluding travelling expenses, additional inspectors,
ete., would not amount to more than £1,200 or
£1,500 a year. He had not heard that Mr. Dick
had been deficient in his work, and Mr. Nishet
strongly recommended that he should be paid an
increased salary, and not be allowed private
practice, but be required to devote his whole
attention to the work of his office. Of course
they could quite understand that Mr. Dick
having been so long in the Government service,
and not having had an opportunity to establish
a professional connection, would be likely to fill
the office at a smaller remuneration than a man
from outside who had obtained distinction in his
profession. He thought the proposed arrange-
ment was a good one, and hoped it would be
approved by the Committee.

Mr, BROWNT (Croydon) : The Premier had
stated that he wasnot aware that any material
passed by the inspecting engineer had been con-
demned. The Agent-General in his annual report
stated that he had ‘‘to represent the various
departments of the Executive Government of the
colony in all matters specially referred by them
to me, which this year have included the arbitra-
tion in connection with the ¢ Casuarina’ dredge;
negotiations for the settlement of the disputes
connected with the steamer ¢ Premier.’” There
was no doubt that if they had to pay commis-
sion for the inspection of material, it would cost
the colony a great deal more than it did to pay
an inspecting engineer a regular salary, but it
was a question whether the cost of the arbitra-
tion in connection with the * Casuarina” and of
the settlement of the disputes connected with the
¢ Ptemier” would not cost the colony a great deal
more than if they had paid commission to a com-
petent man to supervise that work.

The PrEMIER: These dre two distinet things ;
they arise out of a contract.

Mr, BROWNE : The hon, gentleman stated
earlier in the evening, in reply to an interjection,
that the inspecting engineer would have to inspect
the dredges supplied by Mr. Lindon Bates ; and
he would like to know, if he was not competent
0 report on matters like the * Casuarina” dredge
and the little steamer ‘‘Premier,” what sort of a
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report he would make on a new style of dredges

like those supplied by Mr. Lindon Bates? He

did not want to delay discussion ;

[11°30p.m] but when Sir Horace Tozer showed

that there were no less than two dis-

putes on band which had cost the colony a lot of

money, then he could not understand the explana-
tion which had been given by the Premier.

The PREMIER was surprised at the hon.
gentleman raising such a discussion. They might
have the most competent enginesr in the world
superintending the construction of a railway
or a ship, but if there were alterations in the
specification they naturally led to arbitration
before payment was finally made, That had
nothing to do with professional supervision.
There was hardly a railway built in the colony
over which there was not an arbitration case,
although the Government employed highly
skilled engineers,  Exactly the same thing
applied to dredges and other works, If there
was any deviation from the original specification
it naturally led to arbitration for the final sestle-
ment of all disputes.

Mr. BrownE: Will that not apply to the
Lindon Bates dredges ?

The PREMIER: It referred simply to the
“ Casuarina” and the ° Premier,” and to the
arbitration proceedings connected therewith,
One was a_professional matter and the other a
commercial matter.

Mr. LESINA : No doubt Queensland should
be congratulated on its remarkable luck., It
seemed that this country was served by patriotic
persons who could earn ten times as much if
they would only leave the service of the Queens-
land Government. He did not believe that
kind of rot. He did not believe those per-
sons served the colony out of pure patriotism,
and when the Premier talked such a lot of
tommy-rot he must be under the impression
that he was talking to a lot of fools or school-
boys. He did not believe that the person who
worked for £300 a year did so simply on
account of the notoriety which he gained by
being connected with Sir Horace Tozer in his
London office, when by going outside the service
he could earn £3,000 a year. And yet that was
precisely what the hon. gentleman stated. The
Premier had given no satisfactory reason why
the person who could earn £3,000 a year in com-
missions was willing to serve the colony for
£600 a year. The man must be a remarkable
personindeed who would stay in the public service
if he could earn more money outside of it. Those
persons were very seldom indeed met with in
everyday life, and in his experience he did not
know of one man who would leave a job where he
got big wages to take a job whereheonly got small
wages. But it seemed that this country was
overrun with patriots of that description who
would take £600 a year instead of £3,000, merely
for the pleasure and honour of serving the
Government. There was more behind that vote
than appeared on the surface, and not being in
the secrets of the Government they could only
make a guess at the reason which had actuated
them in increasing the salary of the inspecting
engineer from £300 to £600 a year. It had
been said by the Premier that it was easily
understandable that a man of high capacity
might join the service of the colony, and be
willing to accept £600 a year, first because
of the public notoriety attaching to the posi-
tion, and, secondly, Lecause of the business
connection he would establish; but was it
reasonable to suppose that a competent engineer,
a competent professional man in the city of
London, could not earn more than £600 a
year, and that because of the business con-
nection and the notoriety attaching to the
position he preferred rather to remain in the
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service of the Government? In his opinion he
joined the service because he thought he could
make more in it than out of it, and it resolved
itself into this, that if he wasa competént man he
could make more outside of the Government
service than in it, and if he was incompetent then
he had no business to be in the employ of the Go-
vernment as inspecting engineer. And what had
the gentleman done for his money so far? Accord-
ing to the report, there had been repeated ditfi-
culties with respect to work undertaken for the
Government. Dredges, boilers, and sundry other
kinds of work which had been turned out for the
Government had proved themselves to be magni-
ficent failures, and although passed by the
inspecting enginear they had been rejected when
they arrived in the colony.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported
progress, and obtained leave to sit again to-
morrow.

ADJOURNMENT,

‘The PREMIER : I move that this House do
now adjourn. The business to-morrow will be
the Estimates, and as soon as the Chief Secre-
tary’s Estimates are through we shall at once
proceed to the Hlections Bill.

MEeMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear !

Mr, DAWSON (Charters Towers) : Seeing the
Estimates are coming on to-morrow, there is
certain correspondence which the hon. gentleman
has promised to lay on the table. Will that be
ready to-morrow ?

The PREMIER : It will all be printed in the
morning.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at twenty minutes to
12 o’clock.





