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756 Questions. [_c\..SSEMBLY.] Grammar Schools. 

THURSDAY, 2 NOVEMBER, 1890. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3 
o'clock. 

PAPER. 
The follnwing paper, laid on the table, was 

ordered to be printed :-Correspondence respect
ing the testing of rifles for the (~ueensland 
Tmnsvaal contingent. 

'l'he PRE:YILBJR (H,m. J. R Dickson, 
Bulimba): I may state that the "Cornwall" left 
the Brisb 'ne Hoade, reporting "all well,"at 11·30 
this morning. 

QUES'fiONS. 
PROVISION FOR FAmLIES m' VOLUNTEERS FOR 

THE TRANSVAAL. 
:Mr. LESIN A ( Clermont) asked the Premier-
1. What is the number of 1narried men with families 

who are about to leave for the Transvaal with the 
Q.neensland contingent? 

2. Have the Government made any arrangements to 
provide for the wives and children of these married men 
in the event of any of the latter meeting with death in 
battle? 

3. Are the Gove1 nment satisfied that none of the 
families so left by their bJ·eadwiuners are in w~nt? 

4. Is jt true that some of the married men have joined 
the contingent as single men, and that during the past 
few days there have been sevetal scenes at the ::\Ieandah 
encampment cuused by deserted wives seeking their 
volunteer husbands? 

The PREMIER replied-
1. I am unable at present to supply the information 

asked for. 
2. 'l'he life of each member of the contingent has bPcn 

insured by the Government for the sum of £250, in 
addition to which the families will be entitled to corn~ 
passionate allowance at Imperial ratt'S. 

3 and 4. Inquiries are being made on these points. 

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
:Mr. ,JENKINSON (Wide Bay) asked the 

Home Secretary-
1. Have the trustees of the Public Library of Queens

land been put in possession of the building formerly 
occupied by the trustees of the Queensland ;\it\seum? 

2. If so, when ? 
3. Is the catalogue of books in the libra.ry com

pleted? 
4. When is the library likely to be opened for public 

use!-' 
The PREMIER replied-
1. '<ot yet. 
2. The alteration of the J<jxhibition Buildings for 

:I\:Iusemn pnrpo:;;es is now practically completed, and the 
transfer of the Museum to the new }J:t.•cmises will be 
immediately proceeded with. A plan showing the 
altAraiions requirefl in the 1\luseum 1or the aceommo
dation of 100,000 volumes has been prepared, and the 
work will be commenced as soon as the building i8 
vacated, 

3. Owing to the fact that for several months past a 
large proportion of the books have had to be packed and 
stored, the co~pletion of the catalogue has been neces
"arily delayed. 

4. lt is impossible to state at pre~ent. 

F:B~.ES IN QUEENSLAND NA'l'lONAL 
BANK PlWSECUTIONS. 

On the motion of Mr. Me DON ALD (Flinders), 
it was resolved-

1'hat there be la,id on the table of the IIouse-
1. A return showing the names of the barristers-at-law 

en.ployed on behalf of the Crown in the Queensland 
National Bank prosecutions. 

2. A list of all lees (in the said cases) paid to each of 
such barristers from the date of the del'.ision of the late 
Attorney-General to institute such proceedings. 

GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 
RESUi\IPTION m' DEBATE. 

On the Order of the Day being read for the 
resumption of the arljourned debate on Mr. 
Grocnn's lnotion-

1. That, in the opinion of this House, the time has 
arrived when the Grammar Schools Act 186() and the 
Grammar ~chools Act Amendment Act of 1864 should be 
repealed; and that the grammar schools established 
under the provisions ot these Acts should form part of 
the educational system of the colony, and be placed 
under the control of the Secretary for Public Instruc
tion a~ the responsible .:\Iinister of the Crown in ctutrge 
of the Education Department. 

2. That an Address be presented to the Governor, 
praying that His Exeellency will be pleased to cause 
the necessary aetion to be taken to give effect to the 
foregoing resolution-
* The SEOHETAHY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS 
(Hon. D. H. Dalrymple, .Mackay) said : I am 
rather embarras,ed to know what is meant by this 
resolution, particularly when I remember the 
arg·uments by which the resolution was sup
ported. The hon. member has said that the 
grammar schools of the colony are very ad
miubly conducted, and he made this statement, 
among others in which he highly praised the 
management of the grammar schools-

! take this opportunity of sayiug~and it is only 
right that I should say it-that it is not intended by me 
in moving this motion to cast the slightest reflection 
in any way wluttever upon the various hc:1d masters 
and. head mistresses of the grammar schools of Quet-ns
land. I believe the whole of them, in their ~evernl 
capac1t.ies, have done excellent 'vork, and are trying, 
as far as they possibly can, with the limited means at 
their disposal, to carry out the dutie~ entrusted to them of 
educating our youth in the higher branches of knowledge. 
Again be says-

And, therefore, considering the heavy respon:;:ibility 
whlCh has rested upon them from the time those schools 
were established up to the present, so far from saying 
anyt,hmg which would be deroglttory to them, I comeud 
that thejr deserve the greatest credit for the success 
·w hi eh has attended their efftJrts, mu re cspeeially when 
we bear in mina the number of pupils they have turned 
out wh() have distinguished the:nselves in professional, 
commercial, and other walks of life. 
In the face of those statements it. is rather diffi
cult to understand, if I am so to understand it, 
that the bon. member wants the whole of the 
grammar school sys: ern abolished, and that the 
schools should be tak!'n into the hands of the 
State. I could understand that argnrnent if the 
hon. member had endeavoured to •how that the 
grammar school system was a failure, but I am 
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at a loss to understand how he arrives at the 
conclusion expressed in the resolution, because 
the arguments which he has given us are to the 
effect that the grammar school system is highly 
successful. I do not know from his resolution 
whether he desires to abolish it altogether, or 
whether he does not, but it is open to that inter
pretation, and his arguments would in many 
in.qtances le<d up to the conclu~ion that the 
Grammar Schools Act should be repe::tled. The 
hon. ~nember during his spePch seemed deoirous of 
showmg, not that t!Je Grammar.Schools Act should 
be repealed ; not that the whole systtem should be 
revised; not that the trustees should be done 
away with, and that the schools should be placed 
under the control <>f the Secretary for Public 
Instruction ; but he seemed disposed to think that 
the Grammar Sehools Act required amendment 
or revision. But then having proceed~d to show in 
one part of his speech that the Act only re qui red 
a little revision, in anotlwr part he shows that 
the results of thf' grammar school system "re 
apparently so eminently satisfactor.v that there 
really would he no justification for interfering 
with it at all. One position taken up by the 
hon. memb·r w;1s thac it was deoirable that an 
inspection of the grammar school,.; should be 
made by some compet<•nt authority. That is, I 
think, quite in keeping with the opinion of the 
Hnusc·, and I think th>tt it would be desirable, 
but that is a very little way to go when wh<~t 
you h>tve to prov"' is that you must do away with 
our grammar scho,J! sy~t.em al;ogether. It seemed 
as it the spe<tker would be satisfied if an addition 
was made to the arrangemen\s at present existing. 
The State now hiis no authority under the Act to 
inspec .. grammar s<'hools, nor has it the machinery 
to inspect thPm. Bnt if the House clesires, and 'I 
think the desire would hfl rea,.;tmahle enough, 
that there should be some supervision over 
grammar schools, it might be pos .ible, and I 
should be glad ; o promise as far as I am able to 
promise, to induce Sdme competent person 
frmr. the University of Sydney to take upon 
himself the responsibility of inspecting our 
grammar schools and their methods. But in 
order to inspect tho,ce schools properly and in a 
way that would satiofy the public, it is certain 
that we should have to go outside the [Jresent 
State school system. We should have to get 
some gentlemen whose antecedents have been 
such as to hring them before the public in some 
high character; they would have to be men who 
bad degrees. Our State school sy.<tem i• not 
necessarily stati,•d hy persons who have acquired 
a ver;v great deal of distinction as scholars ; their 
function is more the function uf the schoolmaster. 
And if it is desirable-and I venture to say 
that I think it is desirable-to have l{ra m mar 
schools inspected, in order to satisfy the opinion 
which has boen expressed by a large portion 
of the public, then we have no machinery at 
hand in our 1:\tate school system wherewith to 
conduct an efficient examination. It is one 
thing to say our grammar schools need ins recti on 
and quite another thing to say th:.t the Gr:>mmar 
Schools Act should be repe"led, and that the 
trustees, I imngine, should be no longer ]oft in 
charge of those institutions in any shape or 
form. I am not prepared to say that I am in 
favour of that, for I cannot understand why our 
grammar schools as thPy exist at pre8o ut should 
be done awtty with altogether, unless the hon. 
membt'r is prepared to maintain-wbiit he is not 
prepared to maintain-that they ars absolute 
failmes. I should be much better prepared to 
deal with this matter, and I think the discussion 
of it would be very muchmornprofitahle, if the bon. 
member had brought in aBi 1 dealing with the sub
ject, instead of proposing a resolution to the effect 
that the Grammar Schools Act "hould be re
pealed, and that the State should take charge of 

those schools. He should have brought in a 
Bill indicating what was the best way to bring 
about what he desires. Hon. members on the 
opposite side very often bring in Bills dealing 
with subjects which they desire to call public 
attention to, and which they think are of im
portance, and I venture to say that that is 
a much more practical way of dealing with a 
subject than by submitting a sort of academic 
motion such o,s is the one before the House. 
But it seems to me that the hon. member desires 
as far as possible to escape r~sponsibility. I do 
not know whether hon. members oppo,;ite are 
quite prepared to take that re,ponsibility, and 
l am really sony that the hon. member for 
Drayton and Toowoomba, who has been so long 
in the House, and who may be called the 
father of the House, should, on a subject like 
this, which he professes to have studied par
ticularly, have merely brought forward a vague 
resoh1tion instead of tabling a Bill showing 
the ideas he may have for reforming the present 
qystem. The hon. member points out that there 
are thirty-five pupils at the Toowoomba Gram
mar School, and 231 at the Brisbane Grammar 
School, and he says it is a manifest injustice 
that they should receive the same amount 
of endowment, but that ib is not for him to 
say whether the endowment is too little in 
Brisbane or too much in To,,woornba. I should 
say it is perf,·ctly clear that it is too mucli in 
Toowoomba, but it would not suit the hon, 
member in his position ns member for Too
woomba to say that £1,000 was an exces,ive 
sum to pay for thirty-five pnpils at 'l'oowoornba, 
or that if Toowo<•mba recbived £1,000 for thirty
five pupils, Brisbane should get £8,000 per annum. 
Then, again, the hon. merr:ber tells us, and per
haps tells us correctly, that we must not forget 
that the founders of the grammar schools h;we 
their rights. ·what are we dealing with in this 
matter? I should like to know how he proposes 
to deal with those rights. U pan that point the 
bon. member was qnite "ilent. 'rhe hon. member 
quoted a report, and a very v,-J]uable one, of the 
Royal Commission on secondary educ~tion in 
:England, and he would lead us to believe that 
the recommendations of the commissioners 
entirely bore out the resolution which we 
have here before us, which I say is, if not inde
finite, nothing more than that the State should 
take over tlw grammar schools. I should just 
like to read the following quotation from the 
report to which the hon. member referred:-

So far from desiring that secondary education 
should be a matter for a Department of State to control, 
We propose to leave the initiative in public act.ion to 
local authoritie~. and to prevent even those authorities 
from superseding the action of individuals. So fur from 
attempUng to induce uniformity, we truRt that a free 
and spontaneous variety, and an open field for experi~ 
ment and enterprise of all ldnds, will be scrupulously 
preserved. 1Ne conceive, in short, tijat some central 
authority is required, not in order to control but rather 
to supervise the secondar.v education of the country, 
not to ovetride or supersede local action. 

So that, so far as that repllrt is concerned, I think 
it goes to show tho.t it would be advisable not to 
take over the whole control of the grammar 
schools by the State ; not to do in fact what the 
hon. member seems to desire should be done, but 
rather to leave it in the hands of the local autho
rities to exercice more discretion and control. I 
say, then, that if the sy"tem of control is to be 
altered to begin with at present by having an 
inspection hy officials under the Department of 
Pubiic Instruction, which at present it has not 
got, some qualified person from the Sydney or 
Melbourne University wonld have to be obtained, 
and with that I am entirely in accord. I am 
not prepar>'d to say that I altogether disagree 
with the motion because I cannot say what it 
Ineans. 
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Mr. DAWSON: How do you intend to vote? 
The SECRETARYJ!'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 

\Ne shall see abo\rt that. Probably some fur
ther light will be thrown upon the matter. The 
hon. member for Toowoomba, before the debate 
is over, will be able to put. clearly before the 
Houoe what he does me:tn-whether he means a 
revision or a revolution. 

Mr. DAWSON: He made it clear enough by his 
speech. 

'fhe SECRETARY l<'OR AGRICULTURE: The motion 
and the speech are quite different. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I•,xactly. The motion and lhe speech are quite 
different. 

Mr. DAWSON: Oh, nonsPnse! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

As far as the motion is concerned he spoke of a 
radical change. He s:ays the_ whole system of 
grammar school educat.wn reqmres revision, and 
I know he said in a part of his speech that ample 
ground had been shown for a radical change in 
the government of our schools. ·while he tells 
us that a radical chang@ is necessary in the 
governmenG of the schools, he goes on and telb 
us nothing but what is good of the government 
of those schools, and he showed the magnificent 
re~u_lts which have accrued by reason of the 
abrli ty of the teachPrs and those who govern the 
schools. He practically says also that the 
founders have rights, and that those rights should 
be prot.ect.ed. In considering the hon. member's 
spe(·ch it all depends upon the point of view from 
which we are Jo,king at it whether we can dis
~over :vhat he is ai~niug at. I say the speech is 
mconsistent, that It does not support his own 
conclusions, and I should be glad to hear bv and 
by, clearly what the hon. gentleman 'n1eans • 
whether ?e means revision, or inspection, or th~ 
overturmng of the present system altogether, 
as we can well unagme when he talks abont a 
!adic~l change being brought about. I say that 
m thrs matter I reqmre more light. I know 
exactly what I am in favour of. I am in favour 
of an inspection of the grammar schools, and I 
~ave n6 doubt that that could be brought about 
If the House approves of the idoa. \Ve might 
approach the Sydney University. and we should 
probably have to pay £200 or £:JOO to a com
petent man. \V e could, by that means obtain 
in the first instance, some ktnd of a repo;t: from a~ 
unbias~d authority. That, I think, is good enough, 
but with regard to the re><t of the resolution 
generally I should like to hear from the hon, 
memh<-r more clearly than I have heard up to 
the present what he really means. A portion of 
his speech I am certainly in favour of but un
fortunately if I look to another portio~ of it I 
am not in favour of it, and it does not in the 
lPa.st cnincide with the other portion In fact 
it conflicts absolutely with it, and H; would b~ 
very much better if the hon. gentleman would 
put forward cleu:ly what he woul_d approve of, 
and what faults, If any, he finds w1th the present 
met.hod of conducting the grammar schools. He 
has _found none whatevt·r in his speech. He has 
pra1sed them, and, generally speaking I think 
they are fairly entitled to praise. ' 

Mr. DAWSON: He gave credit where credit 
was due, aud he blamed them where blamable. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
There was no such discrimination, 

Mr. GRO~l\I: I scrupulously kept away from 
the late diSgraceful scenes at the Brisbane 
Girls' Grammar School, and you know it. 

The SECRETARY l<'ORPUBLICLANDS: 
Thut may be, but the grammar schools have at 
any rate been in existence for twenty years 
and the results, as the hon. member says hav~ 
been fairly satisfactory. ' 

Mr. GROOM: According to circumstances. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I say that on the whole they seem to have been 
eminently satiYfactory. 

Mr. GROOM: Not in all cases. 
The SECRI~TARYFOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

I should like to know if the hon. gentlema-n 
believes that any system devised by human 
means is going to give perfc et satisfaction under 
all circumstances, and I should particularly like 
to know in what shape he wishes the State to 
conduct these schools? The hon. m em beT sits 
on the bench opposite as other h<m. members do, 
and we know that. the burden of their song is that 
they are compelled to sit on that bench, because 
the Government cannot maunge to carry on satis
factorilytheadministrativeservicesofthecountry. 

That is why they are there, I vre
[4 p.m.] sume, and yet we find certain schools 

in the colony which are under inde
pendent authorities, who, according t.o the hen. 
member, have done admirable work, and the 
hon. member for Toowoomba deJires to take 
awa.y from them that cc.ntrol-at any rat.-, he 
se<·ms to desire that. I would really like to know 
what the hon. member does desire; but, assuming 
that he desires a radical revrJlntion, then those 
schools would be taken away from the control of 
the trustees at Toowoomba and elsewhere-ad
mirable gentlemen-and placed under the control 
of the Secretary for Public Instruction, whom 
the hem. member regards with-call it aversion, 
possibly, or call it contempt-but whom the bon. 
member looks upon- judging by the columns of his 
paper-as a thoroughly incapable person. 

Nir. GROOM: That is an untruth. 
The SECRETARY .FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

What he !•rof esses politically on those benches, 
and what other hon. members also profess
although they believe that the Government is 
incapable and 0annot manage business--is that 
they desire to take away from the schools of 
Toowonmba, from the schools of Rockhampton 
from the ochonls of Townsville, that loca\ 
management which they have. This really passes 
underst,.nding, and l may point out that, 
although oome friction has occurred in Brisbane 
lately, I have seen artieles in the papers of 
Rockhampton and in one or two other districts 
of the colony, saying' that t!,ey are very reluctant 
-they protest, indeed, against it-to blame the 
ladies and gentlemen connected with the various 
schools, and to take the control of those schools 
out of the hands of those people, who they 
believe are very efhcently conducting them, and 
pl>:ce it in the hands '?f th~ State, so that every
tlnng shall be centralised m Brisbane. I really 
should like to know the bearing ofthe resolution. 
l should like to !mow precisely how far the hon. 
member dE·:,ires to go; whether he desires to 
turn out-or, at any rate, deprive uf all power
the truste~s who haveformany years managed the 
schools with a great deal of satiofaction to the 
local residents, 1 do not know what the feeling 
is in Toowoomba. It is quite vossiLle that the 
hon. member's motion will give the greatest 
satisfaction in regard to the Toowoomba school 
-that the trustees are inefficient--

Mr. GROOM: I did not say so. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Po"sibly the hon. member may believe that the 
headmaster is incapable, or 1 equil es a great deal 
of puohing up--of pin-prie!:ing-in order to make 
him do his duty ptoperly. That is not my 
opinion of anyone connected with the Toowoomba 
school. Si ill that is w];at one would suppose 
from the fact that he desires that no local control 
8hould be retained by thGse bodies. If the 
control is going to be taken out of the hands of 
the trustees-as it must be if we carry this 
motion--and handed over entirely to the State, 
the local trustees will have no justification for 
their existence, and the schools will go out of 
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local hands and into the hands of the Ministry. 
As to whether that is desirable or not,' the hon. 
memb~r did not make clear, and before I can 
come to any definite conclusinn on the resolution 
I require more light. I believe it would be of 
advantage to the State to have the grammar 
schools inspected by a c< mpetent authority. J f 
that is what the hon. member means, then I am 
with him ; but I cannot go furthe~ than that 
until I am certain what the hon. member means 
--whether he means a revolution, or whether he 
means a reformation-and that I tctnnot f'ay. 

Mr. T. B. CRIBB (Ipswich): The hon. 
member for Toowoomba, in introducing this 
motion, gave what I consider a very valuable 
resume of the Acts under which our present 
grammar schools are incorporated, but he made 
what I believe to be an error. He men
tioned in hiH speech that the original sub"cribers 
in some schools had died out, and there were not 
sufficient of them to elect the subscriber,;' trus
tetls. I am rather inclined to think that the 
hon. n1eml1er iA Inistaken, becatu<e in the case of 
the Ipswich Grammar School- which is the oldest 
by far of the grammar schools in ~he C<>lony, 
being over thirty years of age-there artJ still 
more than sufficient original subscribers to corn. 
ply with all the requirements of the Act. In 
addition to that, there are numbers nf subsequent 
subscribers, so that, if the number of foundation 
subscribers was reduced, there are s>.il! plenty of 
subscribers. 1 am rather inclined to t,hink that 
in a place like Toowoomba the number of sub
scribers has not been so reduced that they have 
no right to be represented by trustees. If the 
hon. member pr<lJ<OS<-d that the various schoois 
should he subject to Government inspection, I 
would cordially agree with him. That is a 
matter which the trustees of the I nswich school 
have been agitating for for some- time, and I 
believe the trustees of all the gl"ammar schoo!H 
in the colony would approve of some system of 
inspection. The present syst~m nf gauging the 
work done by the schools by the Sydney senior 
and jnnior examinations is not at all a satisfac
tory one. It is only an avidence of the ability of 
some few nf the girt< or boys and of the special 
attention that has been given to their classes; bnt 
it is no evidence at all of the general work 
clone by the schools. Certainly I favonr--and 
I believe all the trustees of the gr:tmmar schools 
favour-any motion which might l!e passed to 
supply Government inspect-ion. I may say, 
further, that some of the schools have spoken 
about this matter, and wonld, certainly, if the 
way had been clear, have provided for such 
inspection, but the ditficulty has been with regard 
to the expense. To provide bnitable inspection, 
the work could hardly be nndertaken by one 
man. 'I~here are cl.-tssics, mathematics, science, 
and other parts of the curriculum to he con
sidered. A person with a university degree 
might be well qualified to examine on some 
portionsofthecurriculnm, but he would be unable 
to undertake the work in other branches of 
study, and, consequently, the expense of providing 
suitable inspection would be altog·ether too 
much for the schools to bear. But if the Govern
ment 1tvould undertake the work, I believe all 
the schools would Le perfectly willing to fall in 
with the scheme. The hon. member who 
introrluced the motion made no attempt to prove 
that the schools are in any way inefficient ; that 
the trustees do not perform their duties properly, 
or are in anyway incompetent. Rather, I think, 
he gave credit to the schonls for the good work 
that has been done, and I fail to see that he has 
giv<>n any scmnd reasonR why the schools should 
be handed over to the Department of Public 
Instruction. The Government have to approve 
of the trustees elected by the snbscribers which 
~ives them control over the choice of the 

subscribers, while they have absolute control 
over the appointment of fonr other trustees. 
If the Government wish to obtain any more 
efficient control over these schools, it is quite in 
their power tn attain that object by the appoint
ment of suitable trustees. It is perfectly true 
that trouble has occaeionally arisen between the 
trustees of these schools and the teachers-head 
teachers or junior teachers. We have had an 
exa:nple of this recently in connPction with the 
Brisbane Girls' Grammar School, but this is not 
the time to go into the merits or demerits of 
that case. I do not think that anyone can 
contend for a single moment that the handing 
over of these schools to the Department of 
Public InstiUctinn would make any differ
ence with regard to the appointment or dis
missal of the various teachers. If there has 
been any complaint at all as to the trustees being 
occaRionally arbitrary in connection with the 
dismissal of the .. e teach ere, I "ould ask hon. 
members to consider whether these officers would 
be likely to receive less arbitrary treatment if 
they were under the Department of Public In
struction than they would under the trustees. I 
don't tit ink so. Is it not a fact that when t' achers 
have been shifted, or disraterl, or di•missed, the 
departm<-nt has been assailed by various metubers 
of Parliament to obt·ain the restoratinn or re
instatement of these teachers? Do we not all 
know that a consi•lerable amount of pressure has 
been brought to bear time and again on the 
head of the department to obtain the restora
tion of certain teachers who were disrated or 
dismissed by the dc'partmont? Is it reasonable 
to suppose that if these grammar schools were 
under the control of the :Edncation Depart
ment that this difficulty would he obviated? 
I don't think it will. 'rhere is one other matter 
I would like to refer to, and that is with 
regard to the endowment of lands for these 
schools. As the hem. member for Toowoomba 
explained, under this Act, these schools are 
entitled t<> an endowment of land to the value 
of .£2,000. 'rhe intention of the framers of the 
Act was this : they had the idea that land in 
Queensland was rapidly increasing in value, and 
that in course of tuue this land would become 
so valuab e as to provide sufficient income to 
enable these schools to cease to be a burden on 
the Sthte. But we know that that has not been 
realised. There are very few places outside the 
mAtropolis where land has increased so much in 
value that the income from >ame would make 
these school" independent of subsidy by the State. 
\Vhile various Governments have gh en this 
endowment to three grammar schools-the Ips
wich Boys' and the Boys' and Girls' Schools in 
Brisbane-other grammar schools have heen 
refused this land endowment. The previous 
Minister for Education persistently refused to 
recommend that such endowment Hhould be 
given tn other schools. I tbillk that is a very 
bad policy, because the Act provides for it, and 
I contend that all should be treated alike. I 
cannot see why any exception should be made 
between one •chool and another. I know that 
several Nlinisters have been in favour of 
Lhi~; Lut, noLwiLln;tanding· an OUl' effort~, 
it has not been given to the Girls' Grammar 
School at Ipswich, and to the grammar 
schools at Maryborough, Rnckhampton, and 
Townsville, in accordance with the Act. I may 
say that one Minister said to me: " What is the 
use of having this endowment in land, any 
income derived from it will reduce your endow
ment in cash?" We are quite preparrd to accept 
that po•ition, and I would like to remind hon. 
members that when the old ,,:ite of the Brisbane 
Boys' Grammar School was resumed for railway 
purposes, they got .£10,000 ann a new site. I 
am not grumbling at that. \Vhen the Girls' 
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Grammar School in Brisbane was established, it 
was endowed with 18 acres of land, of which 
three acres have been resumed for railway 
purposes, and for this th" trustees received 
an allowance of .£4,000. They have received 
in actual cash double the original value of 
that land. I repeat that all schools should 
be on the same footing in regard to endowment. 
I am sorry that the hon. member for Toowoomba 
spoke so disparagingly of the school in his town 
-whPther it was properly managed I am not 
l'rPpared to say, hut it must he borne in mind 
that the cash endowment is not given on 
the basis of the attendance at the school 
but on tbe amount of money collected from the 
residents on beha.lf of the school; and I say that 
country places like Ipswich and Toowoomba 
which have raised £2,000 to establish these 
schools deserve every credit for having done so. 
I would also point out that in and arnund 
Brisbane there are a large br dy of Civil 
servants who can afford to send their children to 
the local grammar school, so t.bat they do not need 
the endowment to the same extent as gramn1ar 
schools which al'e nr't in that fortunate position. 
I have pcnnted out th:1t the Brisbane schools are 
specially favoured in the matter of population, 
and the number of persons here in a position to 
take advantage of them a11d pay the fee' required. 
But there ie another advantage. There have 
been in the Brisbane schools at one time some
thing like 150 pupils, for each of whom the State 
was paying sixteen guineas a year in addition to 
the endowment. ·while I would not be in favour 
of les>ening the number of scholarshipe, I point 
out that the circumstances are such that the 
Brisbane school~, on account of the flurronndings, 
can a! ways obtain a, far la.rger proportion of 
scholarship pupils than any of the other schools, 
and in that way also they receive a larger revenue 
than any of the country schools. I will conclude 
by saying that if the hon. member fur Toowoomba 
will confine his propo>al to some system of 
Government inspection of grammar schools I 
will be very much plea,ed to RUpport him. 

Mr. BARTHOLOMEvV: I do not wish to 
detain the House hy SP''"king at any length 
on this matter, and I will therefore put the 
remarks I have to make in as concrete •1 form as 
posqible. I consider the motion a step in the 
right direction in perfecting the St.ate school 
system of the colony. Does the Education 
Department know whether the money spent on 
the gramm:tr schools is proverly spent or not? I 
know one school where there are fifty-four pupils 
and they cost .£870 a year, a.nd that is far above 
the average of tbe State school sy•;tem. I con
sider that wherever the State c"ntributes money 
to the educational institutions of the colony they 
should have some power over the inst.itutione to 
which it is given. I consider that the State 
schools should be elr'mentary, and when the 
children reach the fifth class m them they >hould 
be adrn1tted to the grammar RChools free. 

HoNOURABLE JYimrBEns: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BARTHOLOME\V: I consit1er that our 

grammar schools shcnld be considered as high 
schools or secondary schools. If the grammar 
schools were worked on the State school principle 
they could be worked for helf what they cost 
now. I hold with the mover of this motion that 
the grammar "chools should be inspected. I 
think the State schools should he for the develop
ment of the mind instectd of for crnmming it, and 
if we ore to have a university, I consider we 
could have a schedule which would enable pupils 
to be prepared on a proper university scale. \Ve 
have to rerw mber the children from the back 
blocks, and if tlwy wish to take advantage of the 
grammar schools they have to pay hoarrl and 
Tesidence as well as high grammar school fees. 

lf we are t'' build up a nation we must attend to 
the education of the children, and I have much 
pleasure in supporting the motion now before the 
House. 
*The ~ECRET.&RY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. J. V. Chataway, J1Jackay): I am sorry so 
little interest is taken ill this matter. I may he 
wrong, but I think it one of the most important 
matters which has come before the House for 
a long time. It involves the questions, first, 
whether State assistance to secondary educat,on 
is desirable, ~tnc1, secondly, the question whether 
we are now giving that as,istance in the best 
possible way. It is not often I find my>elf tho
roughly in accord with thP hrm. member for 
Drayton and Toowoomba, but on this r>ccasion 
I have t hr' fullest sympathy with his motion as 
it is worded. I am speaking now purely as a 
private member, as this has nE>ver been a mat
ter of dbcussion amongst Ministers to such an 
extent as that they have arrived at a decision 
upon it. Personally, I am entirely in favour of 
this motion as it is worded. I think, however, 
that in the spe· eh with which the hon. member 
introduced the motion he rather, if I may say 
so, backed down on the wording of his motion, 
and left me under the impression-! think he 
left the HrmsA under the same impreseion-and 
I know he left my bon. colleague, the other hon. 
member fer Mackny, under the impression that 
he did not wi-h lo go so far as the mnticn 
indic<ttes, that he did not wish that the grammar 
schools should be grafted on to the education 
system of the colony. 

Mr. GROOM: Oh, yes, I did. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

That was not the impres,ion he left upon n,e, 
beMuse the hon. m< mber was so loud in his 
encomiums of thE> present grammar school 
system and its results. From the unstinted 
praise which the hon. gentleman passed UJJOn 
them, tbe irnpre>sion was left amongst members 
that he dirl not wi,h the pr; sent system to be 
entirely aboli>hed. If it is t>dmitted that we 
should.hdp secondary education-· and no one at 
this tin·e of day will deny it-then the position 
I take up is that this is not the most satisfactory 
system we conlrJ pos-ibly have. It involves very 
considerable exrJense, acd the results are not 
commensurate with the expenditure. The present 
~xpenditnre upon grammar seh0ols is an annual 
vote of £10,000, and I think another £3,000 is 
spent in scholarshipQ. For this exr,ense we 
edneate S<•me 200 children at a cost of a bout 
£65 per boy or girl, as the case may be. That 
is an expenditure which it dces not seem to 
me gives an adequate return for the outhy. 
Jt is true that hy this assistance we m1ahle the•e 
grammar echoois to supply an 'ducation for a 
certain number of otlwr children for whom fees 
are paid. l regret to say that in many cases 
the pnpils attending the gr»mrnar 'chnols are 
not of such a character that it is de•irahle that 
the State should supply money to enable them 
to receive a f'€C<•nclary education. In a great 
many cases bo} s of considuable age are attend
ing grarr,mar • .. chools, and when they arrive there 
they have to rr ceivP the mere elements of a 
primary education. Many are sent in to these 
schools frr,m the back blocks, nntl, w bile the fact 
that they are sent in there is a proof that thPir 
parents are perfectly well able to pay for their 
education, tbey are receiving it at ~he cost of tbe 
State, al!d they are pupils who, I hold, should not 
be primarily aERisted by the State. Then the 
stand"rrl of the work of the grammar schools is 
necessarily not of the highrs', becan'e there is 
no competition. One grammar sehool does not 
compete with another, and they arre kept com
paratively at their ease w_ith a. staff of tutors 
paid by the State. Thmr existence and the 
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promntion of their teachers does not depend upon 
effective work. Wherever you withdraw the 
element of competition, you naturally get slack
ness. Wherever masters find that whether the 
education they impart is of a high class or only 
second elMs, so far as they are concerned it is 
exactly the same, they will naturally take their 
ease, and will be bound to he more slovenly in 
their work than they would otherwise be. Not 
only then on account of the expenditure, but also 
on account of the natural easing uff of the 
work,'the present system is nnt the most desirable. 
There are those who have, as it were, vested 

rights in connection with those 
[4'30 p.m.] grammar schools-the !!ubscribers-

but as the hon. member for Drayton 
and Toowoomba pointed out, those rights ::tre 
htrgely covered by their present indebtedness. 
vVithout ch•'cking that statement to eee whether 
it is accurate, I think we may take it to he so. 
The bon. memb>r has given much attention to 
this matter, and we may dispose of the claims of 
subscribers by the fact slaterl by him-namely, 
that their present indebtedness covers their 
claims. I believe it would be pos,ible for the 
State to devise a ver'\' much better scheme tl>an 
the present one. Jt may be urged that the 
present time is inoppnrtune, as we are about to 
found a university, and that in a few years we 
shall be much better able to provide local 
talent to oversee and inspect the grrtmmar 
schools. Bnt I think the matter ·has got 
to such a sto.g·e that it is wry desirable that 
before long something should be done. At the 
present time the State is educating son~e 200 of 
its brightest boys at a cost of £Gfi apiece annu
ally. That cost, I hold, is excessive, and I hope 
to be able to show befor8 I sit down that at least 
double that number could be educated and at no 
greate.r cost. Thi" is a matter to which I have 
paid consirlerable attenti'm for many years. Two 
yP.ars ago I was in conference, or consn!tation, or 
talk with a master of the 'l'oowoomba Grammar 
School-I think I am at liberty to mention his 
name-:\1r. Allpass, and he told me that having 
carefully gone into the matter he believed that at 
no greater cost than thepresPnta very much larger 
number of the best and brightest of our st,udents 
could be edur 1ted. In his letter to me he points 
out that country ><ramJmtr schools are receiving 
our endowment of £1,000, with fees fMscholarship 
pupils amounting to abont £200. He leaves out 
of account the Brisb<1ne Grammar School, which 
s:ands on a somewhat different basis, owing to 
the number of pupils, and to the het that it is 
in keen competit.ion with private institutions 
which are able, by the first-class education they 
supply, to compete with this S•ate-subsidised 
institution in Brisbane. vVith country grammar 
schools the position is somewhat different. For 
this £1,200 which tlw State supplies, some ten or 
twelve pupils are educated at an average cost of 
from £100 to .£120 a ye,u !'ach. I may s8Y he 
also p inted out to me that th·Te Wf;re from 
twenty-five to thirty other pupils whom it was 
not desirable that the State should assist in 
their secnndary education, because they came 
to the grammar schools without even having 
received a primary ednc>.tion. His scheme for 
reconstruction or reformatirm was that the State 
should give a secondary education to thnse boys 
who were fairly capable of receiving it; and that 
the grammar schools, to do that, should be 
worked entirely under the control of the Educa
tion Department; and that the boyB of the 
fifth and sixth classes of the St,ate schools 
who are of more than average ability should be 
drafted into the grammo.r schools for a four 
years' course. That wonld probably provide a 
school with 100 boys. Then he go''" into the 
cost of the staff, and he assures me that at the 
present sum, with an allowance for bxpenses. 

bringing it up to £1,400, instead of educating ten 
or twelve boys at a coBt to the country of .£100 
each, lOO or 120 boys could be educated. He 
goes on to show that the whole scheme would 
provide an addition for the educational facilities 
of the colony at no extra cost, by giving 
secondary education to about 600 boys. I 
said in my opening remarks that it would 
about double the number of scholars who wonld 
be a~sist,ed by the State. As a matter of fact it 
would really educate about six times as many
that is, leaving out the Brisbane Grammar 
School. He also sa.ys that such a scheme would 
offer openings for the brightest of the State 
school teachers, and that it would relieve many 
of the State scho ls of their pupil" in the higher 
classes. It is within the knowledge of those 
who live in the larger country towns that many 
of the State sch•1ols have, in their higher classes, 
boys who have got a g.ammar school scholarship 
and could not take advantnge of it, or perha-ps 
boys who hoped to get one, but could not afford 
to go UlJ for it ; and this ~cheme would to a large 
exhmt relieve those schools of their congestion in 
the higher classes. It i« to the credit of a great 
number of parents in this colony that they ~re 
anxiou" to give their boys the best educatiOn 
available, and that they keep them at the State 
schools aftpr they are really doing effective work 
and getting effective education. That is the 
scheme as submitted to me some two years ago, 
and it eeems to me that there is very much to 
recommend it. Of course there are weak points 
in it, as there are weak points in every scheme. 
One weak point has already been disposed of by 
the hnn. member. Another is that it does not 
snpply grammar schools all over the col0ny. 
There are many towns in the colony the reside~ts 
of which will not find any relief from tins, 
because if they desire to enable their sixth class 
pupils to take ad vantage of the grammar schools 
they would have to find b'>ard for them in 
the towns where those grammar schools are. 
I arlmit, that that is a very serious objection; 
but it is an objection that ought not to be allowed 
to weigh where so much benefit vmnld be affor
ded to the educational facilities of the country, 
which would be VPry largely increased by the 
adoption of some snch system as this. I believe 
the House is very generally of opinion that it 
would be wise to increaee the facilities for secon
dary education. I may say I know that is the 
case, because the motion hammered through the 
House by the hon. member for lYius.~rave was to 
the effeet "that the facilities for secondary edu
cotinn in the colony should be increased;" and 
his motion has been so far owried into effect. I 
say again that I sympathise entirely with the 
hon. me m her for Dmyton and Toowonm ba in this 
motion, and if he is of the same opinion as the 
wording of the reso1ntion leads us to believe, I 
say the whole House ought to support him. 
Th,re is a second clause in his resolutiOn. and I 
do not know e>.actly what it means- · 

That an address be presented to the Governor, praying 
that His Exrt'llency will be pleased to cause the 
necvssary action to be taken to give effect to the fore
going re"',olution_ 

I think it might be as well to leave that out. If 
the House are agreed on the matter whatever 
Government occupies these benches will intro
duce the measure on the very first opportunity, 
and an arldress to the Governor will not in any 
way ha.-ten it, nnd the action, as far as I can see, 
cannot possibly be taken this session for many 
reasons-one being the state of public business, 
and another that an important change like this 
cannot be entered on without very wide con
sultation. People interested in the questir n, 
and people with special knowledge, would have 
to be seen; a mere rough scheme, such as I 
have outlined as cc>mirg ft-om cne nf the masters 
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of the Toowoomba Grammar School, does not 
provide a final solution. The details would have 
to be worked out, and it would probably take 
many months before they could he settled. I 
think it would be a wise thing if we omitted 
the second paragraph, while I am willing to 
accept the first with very much pleasure. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. J ACKSON (Kennedy): The Secretary 

for Agriculture ~aid he was sorry that there 
did not seem to be m.we interest taken in 
the debate, but I think the reason why there 
is so little interest taken in it is simply because 
members on this side, I fancy, thought the 
Go,·ernment would allnw the motion to go 
on the voices, particularly aft.er the remarks 
which the Premier made to a deputation that 
waited upon him some time ago in reference to 
the Brisbane Girls' Grammar School. The 
Premier then expres~ed himself as being very 
favourable, I think, to the idea of placing the 
grammar sch,,ols under the contml of theJI.Iinister 
for :Education, though I admit that the Premier 
pointed out that the matter was not quite such 
a simple affair as appeared on the lace of it 
on account of the vested interests that had 
accrued. We recognise these difficulties, and I 
think that the fact of recognising these diffi
culties is an answer to the critiCism of the hon. 
memher's colle:1gue, the Secretary for Lands, 
who advised the hon. member for Toowoomha, 
Mr. Groom, to introduce a Bill inetead of a 
motion. The speech of the hon. member who 
has just spoke w"s sympathetic, hnt I cannot 
say the same of the hon. member's colleague, the 
Secretary for Lands, who devoted a good dea-l of 
his speech to eriticising what I may call the 
political action of the hon. m em her for Too
wonmba-he seemed to drag in personalities that 
might very well have been left alone. It Reemed 
to me that the object of the Secretary for Lands 
was to damage the hon. member for Toowoomba 
in the eyes of his constituents. Personally, I 
think the hon. member for Toowoomba did the 
right thing in introducing this question by way 
of mnti~on, because we h>tve had so much experi
ence of the difficulties of any private member 
getting a Bill through this House, but we know 
he has a chance of getting a motion approved by 
Parliament. Besides that, a question of this 
sort is not at all suitable, in my opinion, for a 
private member to take in charge by way of a 
Bill; it is too difficult a matter. It is a matter 
for the Government, and not for a private m~m
ber, to introduce any Bill transferring the gram
mar schools from the control of trusl ees to the 
Government. I have not risen to speak at any 
length ; I only rose to express sympathy on my 
part, and I think I may say the same of bon. 
memberg on this side. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: H~ar, hear! 
Mr. J AOKSON: I think I may expn•s th~ir 

sympathy with the efforts of the hon. member 
for Toowoomba in the direction of placing the'e 
grammar schools un<ler tbe control of the Go
vernment, and in advancing thec:mseof secondary 
education. \V e not only believe in doing what 
we can for primary education, but we also 
believe in assisting secondary education to the 
utmost of our power. I think, after the remarks 
of the Secretary for Agriculture, there really is 
not very much need to de bate the matter very 
much further, because after the sympathPtic 
tone in which he spoke, though he spoke as a 
private member, I assume that there will be no 
difficulty in carrying this motion this afternoon. 

HONOURABLE Jl.fEMBERS : Hear, h~"r! 
The THEASURER (Hon. R. Philp, Tmons

ville): I have only a few words to say on this 
question. I do not think it would be very wise 
for the State to interfere with these schools, which 
are proprietary schools subsidised by the State. 

They are really owned by tbe subscribers, but 
the State has been very liberal in subsidising 
them, and, though I must confess that I do not 
think they have be~>n altogether the success which 
most people say they have been, I do not 
think it would be a good thing for them to be 
taken over by the State. If we are gving to take 
them over we shall first have to compensate the 
•ubscribers, and some of those schools are in 
deht. I think it would he better to have an amend
ment to the present Bill authorising the Govern
ment to app0int an inspector for these schools
not an occasional inspector, but a permanent 
inspector, the same as we have for our State 
schools. I $believe that would add very much 
to the usefulneFS of our grammar schools, hut I 
think it would be a mistake for the State to 
come in now and take over those schools. It 
would cost a great deal of money, and I question 
whether the State could efficiently manage the 
schools so much better than they are manRged 
now. 'With a thorough system of inspection I 
think the schools could be--

Mr. J ACKSON: You would stiil have a body of 
men like the trustees to supervioe thfm. 

The TREASURER: \Vhy should we have 
these schools in the hands of the State providing 
free education? 

Mr. JACKSON: That is what I want, any bow. 
The TREASURER: It would stop the pay

ment of fees whereas the parents of the bLllk of 
the boys who attend are able to pay and ought 
to pay the fees. If we have free grammar 
schor.l,,, by-and-by wH shall want a free university. 
I think that would be a great mistake, because 
to my mind we have as many lawyers and 
doctors as we are likely to want for some time to 
corn e. 

Mr. J ACKSON : They would have to pass an 
examination to get there even if it were free, and 
only the best boys would pass. 

The TREASURER: If you had free grammar 
schools every hoy could get there over a certain 
age. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Why not? 
The TREASURER : I do not think they 

should get there without •ome qualification. At 
present the best boys in the colony, if they pass 
a certain examination, can get in without fee. 

Mr. McDONNELL : Only State school boys, 
though. 

The TREASURER : Or any other schools 
inspected by a State inspector. I think "e went 
pretty far the other night when we passed a 
resolution in favour of the State establishing 
scbocls of mines-a very desirable thing to do ; 
but if we go on at this rate we shall find our
selves in the same position as Victoria was in 
five or six ye,ars ago. 

An HoNOURABLE :MEMBER : ThPre are no 
grammar schools in Victoria. 

The 'rREASURER: But they have a lot of 
higher education in that colony; and at the time 
of which I speak they were spending £800,000 a 
year on education, and they cut the amount 
do" n in one year by .£250, 000. If we go on like 
this we shall come to the same position, bemmse 
we are not always going to have a big surplus m 
the Treasury, and I think we should go on gradu
ally. I think that if we get our gramm»r 
schools thoroughly in~pected we shall be doing 
good work. There are lots of boys g"ing to our 
grammar schools whose parents can afford to pay 
for their education, and why should they not 
pay? We know that a section of the comnm
nity pay for the cost of educating tbeir own 
children, besides paying a share of the cost of 
the erlucation in the State schools as welL I do 
not think it is fair. 

Mr .• TENKINSON: They need not pay it unless 
they like. 
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Mr. JACKSON: This will not involve free 
education in the grammar schools. 

The 'rRBASURER: It will come to that. If 
the State takes over the entire charge of the 
grammar schools this year, you will find that 
next year there will be a motion introduced in 
this House that the education in those schools 
shall be free. I am quite certain of that. I think 
that the parents of three-fourths of the children 
in the grammar schools can afford to pay fur 
tl1eir education ; and as for the other fourth, the 
State is now paying for their education. Clever 
lads pass from the State schools to the gr~mrmtr 
schools. 

Mr .• TAOKRON: Tax the rich people another 
way. 

The TREASURER : We may do; but Ithink 
this is a fair way of taxing them-making the1n 
pa.y for·the higher etlucation of their children. 
I shall oppose the motion as it stands; but if it 
is altered to provide that a Bill be introduced to 
amend the Act so as to ensure the thorough 
inspection of grammar schooh, I shall support 
it. 

Mr. O'CONNELL (Jlf"Bgrave): I ehould like 
to say a few words on this question, which I 
take considerable interest in. I think the last 
speaker f.1iled to see that if we are going to 
have a thorough impection of these •·chools they 
must be under State control, or the result will 
be, when the inspector's report comes in, and he 
says, "This school is not being worked pro
perly," the trustees will say, "This is a pro
prietary school. You can put the report where 
you like. We do not recognise him and are not 
going to recogrii"e his suggestions." There 
can be no doubt about it that there is a necPs
sity for inspection. Not only here, but in 
England, there is a movement for the inspec
tion of secondary schools, and I believe it 
must come here if the grammar schools are 
going tn be "or ked properly. But if tile 
inspection is carried out, it is absolutely neces
sary that some authority should b~ vested in the 
State to enable the Department of Instruction 
to enforce the recommendations of the inspector. 
The inspector would have to be very highly paid, 
and a very efficient man. It has been said it is 
probably doubtful if any one man would be 
capable of dealing with all the subjects. How
ever, that is a matter of detail. To my mind, the 
real necessity is t-hat the inspector shmildha\e tbe 
po·.ver, if he sees the schools are not doing their" ork 
sati.,factorily, of altering the way they are being 
worked. I should like to say one word about 
the value of education. I was reading a book on 
the subject the other d'1y, and it was put this 
way: That !'very body thinks it is very desirable 
that his own children shoulJ be as well educated 
as he possibly can, but never thinks of the value 
it is to the nation that the chilrlren of everybody 
should be edncaterl. But it is as much value 
to him, as a citizen of Queensland or a citizen 
of Australia; not only that his own children 
should be well educated, but that the children 
of everyone in the colony, or in the cPuntry, 
should have as goocl an education as possible, so 
as to fit them £or the life in which they may 
have to earn their 1i vir,g and contribute as much 
intelli;.:ence as it is possible to contribute towards 
the whole work of the colony or the federated 
States of Australia or any other portion of the 
British Empire. I believe there is no m.mey we 
can reasonably be expected to <ote that eau be 
better spent than in providing onr young people 
with the intelligence which will fit them to meet 
the competition which is going on all over the 
world in bminess-in Germany, in the United 
States, and all the countries of the world that 
are going ahead in business. The aim of the Go
vernment should be to increase the intelligence of 
its people. I am perfectly satisfied that the motion 

is a desira11e one, and that the State should have 
some control, and its first aim should be the 
inspection of the gr•mmar ochoo's. 

Mr. GROOM (Dmyton and Toowoomba), in 
reply : If anything justifies the motion which I 
have be· fore the Huuse it is the fact that from 
all parts of the colony I have rece1ved letters 
thanking me for introducing this motion ; mak
ing various suggestions, gome particnlarly in the 
direction that the hon. member for Musgrave 
has mentioned; and pointing out that large sums 
of money are now being spent on the grammar 
schools without any practical effect whatever. I 
am n0t going to follow what I may call the per
sonal attack made upon myself by the Secretary 
for Lands. Why or wherefore it was made, I 
am sure I do not know. Ineveralluded to the hon. 
gentleman in the course of my speech. I took what 
I conceived to be broad grounds in dealing with 
a great public question, and I expected the 
hen. gentleman would have replied in a similar 
strain, and why or wherefore he should choose to 
go out of his way to make an attack on me in 
connecticm with a matter of this kind, I C'annot 
for the life of me understand; nor do I think 
it is calculated to enhance his own reputation or 
the r~putation of those with whom he is asso
ciated. To drag in the Tomi'oomba Ch•·onicle 
into a public discussion in this Chamber I cannot 
under,t:J.nd what it means. I have said hofore, 
and I say again, that I am only a sleeping 
partner in the Chronicle, and my partners 
conduct their business in the way they think 
best in their own interests. I object strongly to 
my priYate affairs being dragged into a discus,ion 
in this House. I never drag in other people's pri
vate affairs or ever say a word by way of personal 
attack on a member with a view of damaging 
him in the eyes of his constituents-not that I 
think that what the hon. gentleman has said can 
possibly damag-e me in the eyes of my consti
tuents, because they do not care thr"e straws 
what the hon. gEntleman may say. Therefore I 
shall not refer to what the hon. gentleman said 
except on matl·ers in connection with this motion. 
I think I made it as clear as pos,ible, when I 
br .. ught in the motion, that my object was to 
achieve thr~e things : The fir,t was a thorough 
inspection of the gramm<tr sch• ols, and I think 
th ,t is admitted on all sides. Secondly, a better 
arrangement of the distribution of the endow
ment. I think I pointed out that we were paying 
£10,000 a year to the grammar schools. 

'rhe SECRF:TAilY POR AGHICCLTURE: That is 
quite different to bringing them under the De
partment of Instruction. 

Mr. GROOM: Yes; but will the hon. gentle
man pardon me for saying that if the grammar 
schools were under the control of the State and 
a res]i>onsible Minister of the Crown, and such a 
state of things as I pointed out existed-that the 
Brisbane Grammar School, with 240 scholars, 
wns only getting .£1,000 a year, and another school, 
with only thirty-five scholar,, was receiving a 
similiar sum-he wou1d naturally inquire what 
was the cause. I pointed that out as one reason 
why these schools should be under State control. 

The SECRETAilY >'OR AGRICl"L'£UilE: And part 
of our educational system. 

JYlr. GROOM : That is why I say the educa
tional system requires amendment. The Gram
mar Schools Act was passed in 1862, an:J surely 
our laws ate not like the laws of the Medes and 
P ersiam ? Suroly we are not going to say that 
our laws are never to be amended-that once we 
pass a law there it is to he for ever? The circum
stances of the colony have altered entirely since 
the Act was passed, and it is necessary now we 
shonlddirectour attention to the present condition 
of the educational question. I will emphasise what 
I said by pointing out that when the framer of our 
present educational system brought in his Bill in 
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1875, he had made strict provision for doing what 
I now ask the Chamber to aJ'prove as necessary 
to be done in 1891!. Although the Treasurer 
objects to free education, I may state it was pnt 
of Sir S. W. Griffith's •cheme in 1875 that the 
brighter boys should be sent to the grammar 
schools and educated free. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOl:LTl:RE: So they 
are now. 

Mr. GROOM: I know they are. You have 
got to pay fees for them. tJ nder his system 
there would be no fees paid by the Government. 

At the time the Grammar Schonls 
[5 p.m.] Acts of 1862 and 1803 were passed 

it was never suggested for a. moment 
that in addition to the sub,idy of £1,000 a year 
to each school they should receive further snb
sidie' in tbe shape of scholarships of the value of 
£60 a year each. '.rhat was never contemplated, 
and it is very well kno,vn that had it not been 
for the 8tate school scholarships some of the 
grammar schools would not have been able to 
carry on a few years ago. I know tho.t in some 
instances the trustees had to go to the bank and 
give thPir bond for an overdraft in order to get 
funds to carry on the schoo:s. Inspection of the 
schools would reveal such a condition of affairs, 
which is not at all s"tisfactory. The third 
propo"ition I made was that, as the original 
subscribers to grammar schools have disappe 1red 
in many instances owing to the long lapse of 
time, it is n<,cessary that we should enlarge 
the electoral bocty. I know, of my own know
ledge, where five or six subscribers meet to elect 
the trustee;<, and elect three of their number as 
trustees for the current year; in point of fact 
they elect themsel ,·es to that office. Those are 
the three propositions I put forward :-First, 
that there 8hould be inspection ; second, there 
should be a more equitahle distribution of the 
endowment paid to grammar schools; and third, 
that the body electing the trmt8es should be 
enlarged. If those three propositions are assent d 
to by the House, and are afterwards embodied in 
a Bill they will effect a considerable improve· 
ment in the management of our grammar 
schools. The Secretary for I,ancts asked why 
did I not bring in a Bill. The hon. member 
should know, if he does not know, that it is 
not the province of a private member to bring 
in a Bill dealing with a question of State 
policy That is the province of the Crown 
itself. A Bill involving such a change in the 
Grammar Schools Acts as this motion proposes 
should not be introduced by a private member, 
but should be brought fm·ward by the Govern
ment. If I or any other private memLer 
introduced such a Bill it would be said that the 
member undertaking- that task was assuming the 
leadership of the Hou~e, and trying to take it 
out of the hands of the Government. The duty 
of a private member in a matter of this kind is 
to submit a motion drawing the attention of 
Ministers to the subject with a view to their 
introducing a Bill founded on the resolution in 
the ordinary way. I am very glad to have 
received on this occasion the support of the hem. 
member for Mackay, l\1r. Cbataway, and I 
think the scheme he has foreshadowed, as sup
plied to him by a second master in one of the 
grammar schnols, is one that may hereafter be 
embodied in our educational syst.em. At all 
events, the scheme suggeste:l by the hon. gentle
n1an is one that deserves very seriou8 con .. 
sideration; we may well consider whether our 
grammar schools cannot be improvect in the 
direction indicated. In manv of the letters I 
ha,·e received-particnlarly from around the 
neighbourhood of Brisbane-the writers have 
affirmed that in their opinion the colony is not 
receiving adequate benefit for the £10,000 annu
ally spent on grammar schools, and that there is 

room for very considerable improvement in that 
respect. If that is the general opinion, then it is 
the duty of this House to consider wheth<er the 
time has not arrived, or is not near at hand, 
when the grammar schools of the colony should 
not be placed on a more satisfactory footing. I 
was very pleased with the answer given by the 
Premier the other day to an influential cteputa
tion of citizens of Brisbane, who asked that the 
Grammar Schools Act should be amended ; and 
I confess that, in view of that reply, I was quite 
taken aback by the extraordinary attitudeassunlPd 
by the Secretary for Lamls. The Premier told 
the f!eputation that he was in entire sympathv 
with their object, but said thnt the state of public 
business would n0t allow the Government to 
deal with the matter this session. I am much 
oblig,,d to hon. members for the sympathetic 
way in which they have received this motion. 
It is s"tisfactory to know that public opinion 
outside is with me, and when I find that the 
opinion of the ma.jority of members in this 
Chamber if' al"o with me, I have reasnn to he 
satisfied with my action in bringing forward this 
motion. If it is the wish of the Home to de11l 
only with the first part of the motion I am quite 
prepared to omit the latter part,, and I now ask 
the permission of the House to omit the second 
paragraph. 

The 8PEAKER: The motion has already 
been moved in its original form, and E.ny pro
pas,] to omit the second paragraph should come 
in the form of an amendment. 

Mr. DAvYSON ( Charte1'S Tmcers): I move 
the omis.sion of the second paragraph of the 
n1otion. 

Amendme-nt, a.grred to; anrlmotlon, as arnended, 
put and passed. 

UNIVERSITY BILL. 
COMl\IITTEE. 

Quesi ion-That all the words after line 43, 
clause Hi, "Powers of the senate," be omit.ted 
with a view of insf·rting "the senate shall have 
power to appoint and dismiss all professm·s, 
lecturers, ex"miners, officers, anct servants of the 
said university, and shall have the entire manage
ment and superintendence ofthe affairs, concerns, 
and property thereof, suhject to the statutes and 
regulationR of the univen.;lty." 
* The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
argued that portion of the amenctment of the 
leader of the Opposition really corresponded 
very closely to the Bill as it stood, but it was 
intended to he followed by-and-hy with another 
amendment the object of which was to give the 
senate power to make regulations, but not 
without being ratified hy the cquncil. By-and-by 
he should be prepared to ask the leader of the 
Opposition to consent to the introduction of an 
amendment which he thought would carry out 
his object, and meet the ohjection which he h;ul 
to the Bill as it stood. vVhat he would propose 
would be to substitute for the amendment which 
the leacter of the Opposition proposed one which 
would folio" on the lines of a certain provision 
in an Act of Parliament which was passed in 
18fl8-the SlanghtEring Act-under which t,hose 
who were anministering the Act had power to 
make regulations, but that tho'e regulations 
should be brought before Parliament within a 
certain time after they were made, and if either 
House of Pttrliament ex pressed an opinion one 
way or the other, those regulations should stand 
or fall. Each House would then have the power 
of reviewing what had been done. 

l\1r. GLASSEY: Or amending, as the case may 
be. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLTO LANDS: 
They ha1 the power of veto under the Slaughter
ing Act. ThPy could say that any pnrtion or 
the whole of the regulations which had been 
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made should not stand. Of course if they ex· 
pressed no opinion they would stand. ·with 
regard to something which had been S%id pre· 
Yiously in the debatP, with a view of maintain
ing the control of Parliament, the propooition 
was, and it was taken objecti'?n to by him
self and other,, that the regulatwns should be 
br•>ngbt before Parliament, and that any member 
of mther House should have power to prevent 
those regulation8 or statutes frt 1m becorrling law. 
Now that was not the ca'e in any legisbtion 
which Parliament might pass. It was not within 
the power of any one member to veto that which 
had been agree i to by the majority. The power 
was left in the hands of the rnaj' rity, ,md if 
hon. members could see their way to acc•·pl his 
propo,;al the power would then be left where he 
ventured to say it ought to be left, in the hands 
of the majority of m em be'". 'fbe dual »nthority 
of both Houses wonlrt then be aRserted. If in 
either Chamber a majority was found to disap
prove of any action taken by the senate, either 
Chamber would have power to declare that action 
null and Yoid. That was the proposal which be 
would make. 

Mr. GLASREY: That would not interfere with 
this amendment. 

The S!GCRETARYFORPUBLIC LANDS: 
The amendment appeotred trJ be unnece,sary, 
because, except in its phraseology, it appeared to 
be identic"'! with the provision in the Bill. It 
proYided that the senate should have j.JOWer to 
appoint lecturers and examiners, but he did not 
think the hon. gentleman had any wish to limit 
the authority of the senate, so that while th•·y 
could appoint professors and exmniners and 
lecturers they should not appoint deans, who 
reaJ:y were officers of a similar character. They 
were the heads of the faculties. The •en ate 
waR enqmwered tn appoint profc:::~Hors, lecturer.:;, 
examiners, and other officer.; and servants of the 
university, so that, as a matter of fact, it in
cluded rleans under the heading of "other 
ofikers." He thought it h?cd been left out en
tirely through inad\·ertence, otherwhe it ap
peared to him to be practically the c:tme as the 
hon. member's amendment. Both clause'' gave 
the senate the entire management of and snper
intemlence over the affairs and property of the 
university. It was quite true the leader of the 
Opposition pror:osed by-and-by to introdnce a 
limitation, providing that the senate should have 
power to do certain things, but that the statut<'S 
which they enacted bhonld not have fnll validity 
until they had been laid on the table of both 
Houses of Parliament, thus giving to either 
Ilmbe an opportunity ,,f giving effect to its dis
,,ent in ref.(ard to anything proposed by the 
senate. He did not see any importflnt diver
gence betwt>en tbe clan--e of the Bill and the 
amendment which the hon. member proposed to 
introduce. 

Mr. DA WSON (Charters Towers) was very 
pleased indeed thnt the Secretary for Lands, who 
had charge of the Bill, reCOinised the very great 
importance of the proposed amendment. He 
recog-nbed that it ww" so smions that he propo-.ed 
to achieve the sa.me object in a different manner. 
But the hon. gentleman intended to do it by 
getting him to withdraw his amendment with a 
view to accept.ing the amendments that the hon. 
gentleman was getting printed at the present 
time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I.-ANJJS: That 
is >•-o-with the idea of carrying out the same 
object. 

Jl!Ir. TURLEY : It. is not the same object. 
Mr. ,TAOK~ON: Vi'hat doc·s the Minister pro

pose? 
Mr. DA WSON: The Minister's proposal was 

that he recognised the importance of the object 
aimed at by his (1\Ir. Dawson's) amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
asked if he might be allowed to speak for one 
moment. With the permis•ion of the leader of 
the Opposition, he desired to either read or hand 
to him the amendment which be suggested the 
hon. member should a~low to be ··ubstituted for 
his own amendment. He also desired to explain 
that it was not his fault that hon. members had 
not been supplied with copies of his amendments. 
He httd sent them to the Government Printing 
Oitlce, desiring them to be ready by 7 o'clock, at 
which time he preoumed the University Bill 
would come on. He did not foresee that the 
motion of the hon. member for Toowoomba 
would be <o soon disposed of. In accordance 
wi!;h the promises which he had made last night, 
an<l with a view to seeing whether the objection 
which was taken to a pnrtion of the Bill could 
be met, he had discussed the matter with the 
Government draftsman, and he had sent amend
ments which he (:\<fr. Dalrymple) thought would 
meet the wishes of the Committee to the Go
vernment Printing Office, but the printing office 
had not had time to print them. \Vould he read 
the proposed amendment? 

HoNOURABLE MEMBF.RS : Read it, please. 
'fhe SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 

The amendment was a; follows. On pa.ge 7, 
clause 2G, omit sub-clause 2, on lines 29 and 
30, and insert-

Every st::~.tute, upon being so approved and signed by 
the Governor, and upon being published in the Gazette, 
shall have the forr'e of la.w; and copit s of such statute 
shall be lnid before both House-; of 1 arliament forth
with, if then sitting, and if not then sit,ting within 
fourteen days after the commencement of the next 
en:suing session: 

I,rovided that if either Hou~e of Parliament, within 
the thirty days next a.f~er any such statute has been 
so laid before such Hous.e, resolves that such statute, or 
any provbion thereof, ought to be annulled, such 
stntute or _provision thereof shall, aEterthe date of such 
re!:ioluti~n. be of no effect, without prejudice to the 
validity of anyt11ing done in the meantime under such 
statute or provbion thereof, or to the makiug of any 
new statute. 
He had just receiv,,d a message from the Govern
ment Printing Office saying that some amend
ments would be s,•nt to the Chamber wit.hin ten 
minutes, but he could not guarantee that they 
were the amendments he had sent there. They 
might be anwndments that had been sent by 
some other hon. member. 

Mr. DUNSPORn: \Vhy not post[Jone the COil· 
sidm·ation of this clause? 

The SJ<JORETARY l<'OR PCBLIC LANDS: We can 
go on with thie. 

Mr. lJA Wl:JON was not at all prepared to 
accept the bon. gr ntleman's amendment in sub
stitution for his own, becau'e it would be a most 
difficult thing to understand exactly how the 
anl8ndment which the hon. gentleman had read 
would fit in with the idea he was driving at with 
his amendment. It would be utterly impossible 
for hun. members to really understand the posi
tion until they had the hon. gentleman's amend
ment in print, and had, at any r..tte, a reasonable 
amount of time-say an hour-to see how 1t 
would agree with the rest of the Bill. He did 
not think there was any hon. membPr in that 
Chamber smart enough to listen to the reading of 
the amendment, or even to read it, and then in an 
off-hand manner, on the spur of the moment, know 
exactly what it meo1nt, and what its eff··ct would 
be. At any rate, ht> was not one of those, and 
he \\as not prepared to withdraw his amendment 
with a view to inserting that which was pro
posed by the Secretary for Lands in clauoe 26, 
as a substitute. He would much prefer to wait 
until he received a printed copy of the hon. 
gentleman's amendment, and had sufficient time 
to compare it with the other clauses of the Bill. 
He certainly thought it was the duty of every 
member of the Chamber-and more particularly 
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of Ministers-that when they were going to move 
any amendments, that they should get their 
amendments printed and circulated in order that 
hon. members might have sufficient time to know 
what the amendment meant. 
. Hon. E. B. FORREST : That applies to both 

sides. 
Mr. DA WSON: Of course it ap)Jlied to both 

sidee, but be had not taken any hon. 
[5'30 p.m.] member by surprise by his ainend

ment, because he took the precau
tion to get it printed and circulated amongst hon. 
members. 

Mr. JACKSON: The Minister has given an 
explanation of that. 

Mr: DA \YSO~: There was one par~iamenbry 
practice whwh might be followed on this occasion 
and thr1t was to adjourn the clause until a late~ 
period. That had been done on more thttn one 
occasion under similar circumstances. 

The SECRE'rARY J<'OR PUBLIC LANDS 
pror,osed that the clause be postponed until after 
clause 18. He had been taken by 1mrprise 
because it could not have been anticipated that 
the motion of the hon. member for Toowoornba 
would have been disposed of so speedily. 

1~r. GLASSEY: \Yhat was the use of post
ponmg the clau,.e, seemg that any •,Iteration in 
this clause might materially affect other clauses? 
He suggested that the whole Bill be postponed 
until a future time, and let the Committee pro
ceed with Supply. In that way no time would 
be lost, and thr1t course would be in the intereBts 
of the Minister anrl of the House. He thought 
very few people outside were satisfied with the 
Bill as it stood, and hon. members were only 
aHking that they should have more time to con
sider the matter. Outside it had be"n suggested 
that public meeting' should be held to consider 
the details of the measure before it was passed 
and a matter which was of such great importanc~ 
to many sections of the community should not 
be rushed through. 

Mr. JACKSON (Kennedy) thought he quite 
understood the amendment of the Minister. 
Under clause 16, as it stood, the conncil had no 
power to veto any regulations or statutes that 
the senate might make. The leader ot the 
Opposition proposed to give this power of veto 
tu the council over the senate. There was one 
power of veto given to the Governor in Council 
in clause 26, but the hon. member clid not think 
that was satisfactory; he wished to give the 
council a say in the man~tgement of the university. 
Seeing that the Government refused to give 
Parliament power to nominate. the senate, it 
was very singular to see the Minister coming 
forward and giving Parliament the powPr of 
veto over the emall matters mentioned in clause 
25. In that section therB were eighteen sub
sections, dealing with matters that the senate 
could deal with, and it was now proposed to 
give Parliament the ri~ht of veto over those 
innumerable trifling matters. In fact, tbe amend
ment propnsed was a ridiculous one-al,solutely 
absurd. The amendment simply providtd that 
any statutes that the senate passed should 
be laid on the table of the House, and if Par
liament did not disapprovP of them they shnuld 
have the force of law. That would give Par
liament a veto, in addition to the veto given 
to the Governor in Counc·il in clause 26. If 
the 1Iini,ter was prepared to omit clause 26, 
that would not affect the matter one bit. The 
amendment proposed by the Minister desired to 
give members of Parliament the power of veto 
over regulation' which they probably would not 
understand. They v. ere matters for experts to 
deal with, and as the cmmcil wonld be composed 
of experts they would be able to criticise any 
statutes or regulations the senat\) might pass. 

He was quite satisfied to leave the matter over 
until hon. members had the printed amendment 
before them. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Seeing that hon. members wished this matter 
postponed, until h<m. members got the printed 
amendment, he asked leave to withdraw his 
motinn postponing 'the consideration of the 
clause, that he might substitute for it the motion 
that the Chairman leave the chair. 

Motion, by leave, with•irawn. 
The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC LANDS 

moved that the Chairman leave the chair, report 
progres8, and ask leave to sit again. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed; the CHAIRMAN reported 

progre~s, :md the c,,mmittee obtained leave to 
sit again to-nwrrow. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE. 

CHIEF SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT. 
The PREMIER moved that .£2,285 be granted 

for the Chief Secretary's Department. There 
was an increase of £255 proposed in salaries, and 
he felt justified in asserting that there were 
never increases more meritoriously deserved than 
those submitted in this vote. The first increase 
was that proposed for the Under Secretary for 
the department, and he was sure that hon. 
members on both sides who had had occasion to 
interview the Chief Secretary's Department in 
connection wit.h the very many matters that 
occurred from time to time would recogni"e that 
the officer performing the duties of Under Secre
tary in that department was well entitled to be 
placed in the position of an officer in receipt of an 
arlequate bahtry as one of the principal Under 
Secretr1ries. 

:MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
he<tr! 

The PREMIER: The Under Secretary was 
not present, and he was pleased that he was not, 
as he could speak more strongly than he other
wise would. He thought he could speak for 
members of the Opposition as well as for mem
bers on his own side when he said that the 
gentleman who fulfilled the duties of Under 
Secretary to the Chief Secretary's Department 
wrs one of the ablest of their Under Secretaries, 
and should be a well-paid Under Secretary of the 
State. 'l'he increase proposed to the saJary was 
£100, and tbe other Under Secretaries received 
the remuneration now proposed, at least. There 
was an increase of £30 proposed to Mr. 
Ahell, who had been specially recommended 
for pl'omotion to the 3rd class in the service by 
the Public Service Board in 1R91, and it wa• only 
last year that the recommendation had been 
gi veu effpct to. There wa• an increas<J of £20 
propo>ed to 1\Ir. Kennedy ; Mr. Agar, £15 ; Mr. 
Palmer, £10; and Mr. English, £10-from £70 
to £RO. He did not think anyone could object 
to a gentleman occupying an important position 
getting an increase from £70 to £80 a year. All 
thn•e increases were proposed on the recom
mendation of the Public Service Board. There 
was an increa•e of £10 proposed to the assistant 
messe11ger, and provision was made for a pro
bationer at £60 a year. That made a total 
increase of £255 in the vote, which he confidently 
a'ked the Committee to >auction. 

Mr. DA WSOX (Charters Towe>·s) was pleased 
to know that the GovernmPnt found themselves 
in such a 'Ound financial position that they were 
able to increase the salaries of the Civil servants. 
He hoped that at the end of the Tran•vaal war 
they would still be in that happy position. He 
agreed with everything the Premier had said 
about the capabilities of the Under Secretary, 



Supply. [2 NOVEMBER,] Suppl!J. 767 

There could be no dnubt at all that he was an 
efficient officer, and be supposed he was one of 
the most obliging men in the service. 

Tae PRE1!IER: ~ot only obliging but efficient. 
Mr. DA \VSON: He bud said so. Those who 

had bad oeca~ion to come in contact with 1\fr. 
Dntton mnst necessarily pay him that tribute. 
He deserved it. But be had an obj•,·ction to the 
principle of increases. They were now in a 
prosperous year, and cnuld afford tn pay decent 
salaries to their public men, who did their wurk 
ior them efficienlly, but he would sooner see a 
different principle adopted. Instead of increasing 
the salaries of those who were well paid at the 
present time it would be b.ctter to spend all the 
surplus cash tlwy had in increasing the pay of 
those who were ill-paid at the present time. 

ME1IBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DA WSON: There w.ere a very great many 

of them in the lower branch.-s of the service. The 
wave of generneit.~· at pr.-sent passing over the 
colony would result, he was iuclined to think, in 
disaster later on, and they would have a period of 
depression when they would have to use the 
pruning knife on the salaries of Ci vi! servants, 
and the man who now got an increase to £Hl0 
from £150 would J·e the very first man who would 
then have his salat y docked, while the men 
getting many hundreds a year would be carefully 
left alone, and l'.linister alter Minister would get 
up to give reasons why the highly p<'tid men 
should not suffer a reduction. 

Mr. :E'oRSYTH: I think they should snffer a 
reduction all the same. 

Mr. DA WSO!'if : They did not. They had 
had the experience befor", and that was why he 
said that, before they increa,ed the salaries of 
well-paid officers, th('Y should recognise the just 
dues of those who were ill· paid at the presunt 
time. 

The PREMIER: That is what we are endeavour
ing to do. 

Mr. DA WSON objected to the way in which 
it wa•; being done; which was by increasing the 
salaries of well-paid men, and then, if there was 
any balance left, distributing that balance 
amongst the numerous people who W< re not well 
paid in the service. The principle should be 
reversrd. The salaries of the ill-paid men should 
be jncreased, and then, if there was any balance 
left, let it go towards increa8ing the salaries of 
the highly-paid Civil servants. 

Mr. G!VENS: \Vby not devote it to relieving 
tlie burdens on the taxpayer? 

Mr. DA WSON: He was saying if there was 
any balance a.v:,ilable for that P<'rticular purpose. 
Auy stranger to Queensland looking over the 
Estimates would imagine that the colony was 
in a very prosperous eondition, and could afford 
to increase salaries all round. But there were 
much better ways of spending a surl!lus than 
increasing the salaries of highly- pair! Civil 
servants. There were many old pioneers, who 
had opened up and developed the country and 
made Queensland what it was, who, in the sunset 
of their lives, when they were absolutely unable 
to work, were grudged th>- miserable pittance of 
5s. a week in order to get "tucker" ennugh to 
sustain life. '\Vhen a battered old wreck, who 
had spent all his energies in the development of 
the country, rnarle an arJp!ication for that miser
able pittance to keep body and soul together, it 
took about three months to get it through. 

The PmJMIER: It is never refused if it is a 
genuine case. 

Mr. DA WSON: He was glad the hem. 
gentleman had made that interjection, because 
it. enabled him to state that the very day after 
they passed, in a light and airy fashion, £32,000 
to send the contingent to South Africa, to be 
followed by £1,500 a month afterwards, an old 
Northern digger, who had spent thirty years of 

his life in l!rospecting North Queensland, and 
was beyond work, came to him and. aeked him 
if he could get him such a'sistance from the 
Government as would ensure that he would have 
enou~h to eat for the rest of his life. The 
man's name was McRae, and he was feeble and 
b!incl. 

Mr. GrvENS: Blind through an accident. 
Mr. DA \VSON: Even though he happened. 

to occupy the position of leader of that party, 
which was suppused to be a position of some 
influence, it took him about seven interviews 
before he could get that old pioneer that sn,all 
pittance. 

The PnEMIER :·There are certain forms to 
be gone through. The grant cannot be made on 
a mere application. The circumstances have to 
be inquired into. 

l\'Ir. DA "\VSON: That was the kind of con
tract he wanted to call attention to. While 
spending the taxpayers' money freely in sending 
a contingent of troops to South Africa for a 
purpose not very creditable to the colony, the 
Government could barely be induced to give the 
colony's crippled soldiers of industry money to 
buy sufficient food to sustain life. He objected 
to spending any of the surplus cash they had in 
increasing the salaries of highly-paid Civil 
servants. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G. 
Foxton, Carnarvon): 'l'he hem. member had Yery 
litt.le cause of complaint with regard to the case 
of John McRae. 

Mr. GLASSEY: There will be many causes of 
complaint as long as you are at the head of the 
department. A more inhuman person than you 
I have not met. 

'rhe HOME SECRETARY did not know 
whether the hon. member was in order in making 
that relllark. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Y on are utterly unfit for the 
position. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member ought 
not to interrupt. 

The HOME SEORETAUY: He understood 
that the hem. member, who had just interjected 
in a most disorderly way, had promised, because 
he prevented him ~ast night from committing a 
breach of the rules of the House, that he (the 
Home Secretary) should have a very rough time 
when his Estimates came on. 

Mr. GLASSEY: He has a lot of things in store 
for you besidtcl your Estimates. 

The HOME SECRETARY said he was quiLe 
prepared to meet the hem. member whenever he 
chose to att.ack him. He was saying that the 
senior member for Charters Towers had very 
little to complain of with reg. rd to John ]\>feRae. 
The hon. member, he understood, made an appli
cation for 5,;. a week in the usual wa.y, and it 
went for inquiry in the usual way. That sub
department of the Home Secretary's Department 
had to ensure that there should be no imposition, 
and becaus'l the hon. member happemd to recom
mend John MoRae, that was no reason whatever 
why the ll''nal inquiries should not be made
inquiries w!1ich he should insist upon even if one 
of his own colleagues made the recommendation. 
In this particular the hon. member for Charters 

Towers wanted to know what w:>s 
[7 p.m.] to become of this old man while 

inquiries were being made, and he 
(the Home Secretary) wrote directions for the 
immigration agent to supply him with rations 
till the case could be dealt with. "\Vhere the 
immigration agent was satisfied that a man was 
in destitute circumstances he believed that with
out any inquiry at all, further than seeing that 
the man apj.Jeared to be destitute, he gave him 
shelter and also rations. In this case, without a 
moment's hesitation, he (Mr. Foxton) wrote oub 
the o1·der, and handed it to the hon. member 
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himself. He presumed that it was taken by the 
man to the dep6t, bt1t he understood from wme
thing the hon. membtJr had said that there was 
some difficulty. He would be glad to know the 
particulars, though it was scarcely nececsary to 
bring up cases of that sort in Lhe Committee_ 
If any officer refused to deal with an order so 
given he would be severely dealt with unless he 
could give a •atisfactory explanation ; but in this 
particular insttHJCB he did not think there was 
anything to complain about. 

Mr. !JA \V;:JON said he only brought forward 
the case of J obn McRae to show that w hire the 
Government looked upon the expenditure in con
nection with sending troops to 'the Tr,.Lllsvaal as 
a mel)e fleabite, they apparently begrudged a 
few mioerable shillings to a man who had spent 
the best years of his life in helping to develop 
the colony. Other cases could be quoted, but 
that case h 'ppened to c"me up immediately after 
it had been decided to spend such a large sum of 
money for the purposP of senrling the troops to 
the Transv<Lal. And be would like to point out 
that the case of John McRae had not been fully 
stated by the hon. gentleman. 

'l'he HoME SECRETARY : I stated all I knew. 
The PREMIER: I object to charitalJle allow

ances being discussed on this vote. Tho 'ote for 
charitable allowances is not in this department 
at all. 

Mr. DA WSON : This was the first vote of the 
department, and he was challenging the Go
vernment "ystem of expenditure on the first vote. 
That had been the recognised rule, but if the 
Home Secretary objected to the true facts of the 
caRe--

'rhe HmiE SECRETARY : \Vhy say that? I did 
not object. That is a most unfair w .ty of 
putting it. 

Mr. DA \VSON: Perhaps it was, but he was 
simply stating the facts. He wanted hon. mem
bers to understand the syotem adopted by the 
Government in handling public moneys, and he 
was dealing with the question on the first vote 
in this dep1utment. It was proposed to give an 
increase to a highly-paid servant ; and he 
objected to the system under which the Govern
ment spent public money on tho~e who might, to 
some extent, be entitled to it, but not so much 
so as the case of the man John JHcRae was 
entitled to consideration. 

The TREASURER: vVhy do you mention the 
man's name here? 

Mr. DA Wi:OON : If he did nnt he would 
probably be challenged to state a caoe, and he 
mentioued the name so that the hon. gentleman 
in charge nf the department might know the 
particular case to which he referred. If the 
Premier insisted upon his objection he would not 
be able to prom ed, bul. he would take the oppor
tunity hter on of stating exactly how long it 
took, and what a roundabout method had to be 
adopted, even wbfm the Mmister wa,s really 
favourable to giving this man relid, before 
he could get it-a miserable 5,. a week. 

'l'he PREl\liRR 'aid it was the duty of the 
leader of the Opposition, eq unlly with himself, 
to maintain the propriety of debate, and there
fore the hon. gentleman should not t~tke umbrage 
at him for pointing out that the incident to 
which he referred was entirely out of ]Jlace under 
this vote. The hon. gentleman knew as well as 
he did that any question in connection with 
charitable allowances should be bmnght forward 
when the vote for charitable allowances came 
before the Committee. If they did not confine 
the discussion to the subjects specially under 
review, they would not get through the Esti
mates in the next twelve rr,onths; therefore he 
took it upon himself to request the hon. geHtle
man not to speak on the matter further under this 
vote. Although, as be had said, the question of 

charitable allowances did not come under this 
vote, he might say that he did not believe there 
was any colony m the Australasian group where 
rdief wa' more readily and immediately admi
nistered to ca,es of distress than in Queensland. 
It was ult1'a vires to discuss this question; but it 
was due to the culony and the adminiotration of 
the colony to say that he believed that no other 
country afforded relief more readily, spontane
ously, and fully to cctses of deserving di;tress 
than this. He cou1d not, however, discuss the 
question raised by the hon. member, as it had no 
connection with the subject under considera
tion. 
* HoN. G. THORN (Fassifan) wondered the 
Chairman had nut pulled up the leader of the 
Opposicion and the Premier for discussing the 
qnHtion of charitable allowances, which came 
under the . Home Secretary's Dep>ertment, not 
the Chief tlecretary's, and had no right to be 
discus>ed now; and he hoped that in future the 
Chairm~tn would do his duty. He did not 
object to the increase. He believed Mr. Dutton 
was a very efficient officer; but there were other 
under secretaries who had been much longer in 
the service than .Mr. Dutt<>n, and they were not 
getting the salary that gentleman was receiving. 
He had always contended that the salaries of the 
under secretaries ought to be assimilated, but 
the Under Secretary for vVorks, Mr. Robertson, 
had been in the service for twenty-five or thirty 
years to his knowledge, and he did not receive 
the same salary as !Hr. Dutton. 

Tile CHAIRMAN: The hon. member re
minded me that I have been rather lax. I hope 
he will keep to the question before the Corn
mittee. 

HoN. G. THORN: In his opinion the Home 
Secretary's Department and the Chief Secre
t~try's Department should be under one officer. 
One man could do all the work of the two, ~tnd 
it was a great mistake to have them separate. 
They used to be under one head, ~tnd when 
retrenchment came they would have to be so 
agdin_ To have them under two me~tnt a multi
plictttion of offices. If the increases were 
wanted he sbnuld be the last to object; but he 
contended the public service could be well 
worked with the number of officers there were in 
it at pre~ent without bringing in fresh ones. 
He should like to know how many years :Mr. 
Dntton had been in the public service. He 
believed he was a first-class man. He started as 
private secretary to Sir Thomas Mcllwraith. 

The Hm.IE SJWRI~TARY: Before that. 
HoN. U. THORN: He started as private 

secretary, and now be was Prillcipal Under 
Secretary. He did think he should he called 
Principal Under Secretary. In the other colo
nies the officer holdir;g the position that. Mr. 
Dutton held was called Principal Under Secre
tnry. Mr. Ryder had always performed bis 
dntiee most satisfactorily, and he trusted that 
the Chief Secretary would see that the under 
secretarie-s, or permanent heads of departments, 
as they were called, were pnt on the same footing, 
and received like salaries, and not have one getting 
J::500 and another £6fl0. They ought to be on 
one level. The hardest-worked under s<-cretary 
was the Under Secretary to the Post Office. He 
had to work after hours very often. The reason 
he bad been sat on wets bec<tuse the Postrnaster
Generabhip was held by a Minister who satin the 
othur Hnu.-e. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul) did not agree with 
the hon. gentleman who bad just sat down that 
the under secretaries should be paid the same 
salary. The hun. gentleman had referred to the 
Under Secretary for \York", and when the 
Estimates for that department came on he 
would have smnething to say about that. The 
hon. gentleman also said that the work done by 
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the Home Secretary's Department and the 
Chief Secretary's Denartment could be done 
by one man, but the 6nly man who could do it 
was the hon. member for Fassifern. (L~tughter.) 
He believed the hon. gentleman could do it 
without any trouble or bother at all. As far as 
the Under Secretary to the Home Secretary's 
Department was ccmcerned, he was a man 
members all knew well. 

The CHAIRMAN: The vote fur Mr. Ryder's 
salary is not now before us. 

Mr. PETRIE: He was aware of that; he 
was only referring to it by the way. The 
Under Secrebry to the Chief Secr~tary was 
a man who worked very hard. He did not 
think the Under Secretary to the Chief Secretary 
was overpaid. He regarded him as underpaid, 
and he was very glad to see that the Govern
ment had been so !!OOd as to place an extra 
amount of money on the Estimates for him. He 
believed he was as good an under secretary as 
there had ever been in the service. He worked 
both early and late, and had a lot of responsi
bility on his shuultlers, and he was well worthy 
of the increase. 

Mr. Jl<JNKINSON (Wide Bay) was some
what startled in going through the l~stimate~ to 
see the enormous amount put down for increases 
to the salaries of varinus officers, and he should 
like to know if thu.t increase to the Under 
Secretary tJthe ChiE>f Secretary's Department had 
been made on the recPmrncndation of the Public 
Service Board, or at the instigation of the Public 
Service Boarrl. He inte!lded to ask Pach MinisLer 
a similar question as his Estimates c:m1e before 
the Committee. 

'The PREMIER: So far as he knew, the 
Government in pr•>posing increases had in all 
c11ses been guided by the recommendations of the 
Public Service Board. In some cases they had 
confined themselves to the recommendations of 
the board, though they were of opinion that the 
officers concerned deserved larger remuneration. 
With regard to the increaoe to the Under 
Secretary to the Chief Secretary's DeparLment, 
he had t~tken it upon himself, from his knowledge 
of the excellent service perforrned by that officer, 
to recommend tbe increase propo;;ed on the 
Est.imates, but all the other incre~tses on the 
Estimates were certainly re~ommemled by the 
Public Service Board. If that was not the case, 
his colleagues would be able, when tht,ir Estimates 
came on, to point out any cases in which thev had 
taken it upon themselves to recommend in er eases, 
but so far as the Estimates for the Chief 
Secretary's Department were concerned, all the 
incrP,%ses, with the exception nf that to the 
Under Secretary, were recommended by the 
Public Service Board. 

Mr. DA WSON ( Oha1·ters Towers) wished to 
say that he agreed with the Chief Secretary that 
they should conduct their business in an orderly 
way and assist to get the Estimates through, and 
that up to the present he had done his level best 
to assist the bon. gentleman to forward the 
despatch of huginess. Rut the question be h8,d 
raised that afternoon was a perfectly legitimate 
one to raise on the first item of the vote--namely, 
whether the Government were disbursing the 
public money in a fair manner, or whether a 
better system could be devised. The case of 
John MoRae he merely cited in support of his 
contention on that matter. The Estimates 
showed that the pros]Jerity of the colony was 
recognised in increasing the salaries of well-paid 
Civil servants, and he contended that instead of 
that being done the Government should have 
afforded facilities for relieving- the distre"S of old 
colonists who had spent the best years of 
their lives in opening up and developing the 
country, and who were now too old and feeble 
to earn their own livelihood, If there was a 
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capable, efficient officer in the public service wha 
was entit!Pd to an increa,,e oi £100 it was Mr. 
Dutton. He deserved tbA.t increase as well as 
any officer in the service, but he thou:;ht that 
£100 would be better spent in doing something 
for old colonists which wnuld enable them to live 
in rea,onable comfort during the rPmaining few 
months of their lives. However, he would not 
pursue t,hat matter any further on the present 
vote, though he W<>nld certainly du so on the 
next vote. 

The PREMIER wA.s quite certain thA.t if the 
amnunt of work done by the Chief Secretary'R 
Department were done ],y any private in,titution 
it would never be m"'naged for £2,200 a year, 
and he was convinced that if a gentleman of 
the ~tbility of the Under Secretary were placed 
at the head of any commercial or financial 
business in the city he would get double the 
salary he w"%s paid at the present tim0. 

Mr. LEAHY: He would get more, bnt not 
double. 

The PREMIER: "Would even the branch 
manager of a ba.nk be satisfied with £700 per 
annum? Considering the diplomatic and impor
tant business transacted by the Chief Secretary's 
Department, the country might well be con
gratulated on having the department conducted 
by "uch >tll efficient officPr. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Grimes, Oxley): I 
cannot say that the hon. member for Charters 
Towers is altogether out of order in referring to 
the case he has mention,'d in a casual manner 
by way of contrast, but I do think it would be 
out of order to pursue a debate on the matter in 
such a W"Y n.s to make an attack and provoke a 
reply from the Chief Secretary as head of the 
department. 

Mr. MoDON ALD (Flinders) : The Chief 
Secretary stated a minute ago that that increase 
had not been recommended by the Public Service 
Board, but that he had taken upon himself to 
recomm~nd it. 

The PREMIER : The Government have taken it 
upon themselves to recommend it. 

Mr. :!YioDON ALD : The hon. gentleman said 
he had recommended it himsdf, in the same way 
as other :Ministers had recommended increases to 
their Under Secretaries. He could underst-und 
the hon. gentleman submitting, and even n'com
mending, the increase to the Public Service 
Bo:trd, but the recommendation for an increase 
like that should come from the board. 

The l'REli!IER: I may say they approved. 
Mr. MoDONALD: That w~ts an afterthought. 

The hou, gentleman said a few minutes ago that 
that was one of the rare exceptions in which the 
Minister took upon himself the responsibility of 
recommending the increase without consulting 
with the Public Service Board. 

The PREmER : No, I did not say that. 
Mr. MoDONALD: That was the exact posi

tion the hon. gentl~man took up, and he should 
like to know what use were the Public Service 
Board if they were not to make recornmendations 
for increases in such p:,ses. If the Minister conld 

bounce the Public Service Board 
[7•30 p.m.] into consenting to any recommend a· 

t.ion he made, what was the use of 
the board? The sooner they were done away 
with the better, because if what the hon. gentle
man said was true they were mere puppets in 
his hnnds. 

Mr. LESINA (Olervwnt) could not say that he 
altogether objected to the praise which had been 
bestowed on the Under Secretary, or to hon. 
members expressing the opinion that he was a 
valuable officer who was worth £600, or £700, or 
£800 a year. He bad h"'d very little to do with 
the Chief .3ecretary's Department. He was not 
like hon. members opposite, who camped on the 
doormat of that office or took up frE'l~ §l;l!eotions 
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in the Treasury Bnildings~~endeavouring to get 
favours for their constituente. He objected 
every time they accumulated a little bit of a tin
pot surplus to the fat flOW being greased, whereas 
persons in the lower rank' of the service, who 
did a great deal of work, and were pre,umahly 
competent to do it, were ignored altogether. It 
was as well to expre ,s that opinion in public, so 
that the public, through the Press and Hansard, 
might know what was goin;• on. It wa,s as well 
th"'t they should know that surpluses obtained 
by the over-taxation of the people were dis .ipated 
by the Government in the direction of increas
ing the salaries of officers already in receipt of 
large salaries. 

'rhe PREMIER: Surpluses go towards Lhe public 
debt reduction fund. 

Mr. LESIXA: £149,000 had gone this year 
towards the public debt reilnction fund, but as 
pointed out by the hon. memher fpr Brisb>Lne 
North, JI.Ir. }<'arrest, wh ·n speaking on the 
Financial Statement, the system of reducing the 
national debt by paltrv payments of that sort 
was utterly absurd. \Vhy, it would t"'ke 200 
years at that rate to work off the public debt. It 
appeared to him that one of the justifications for 
increasing salaries of well-paid men was that 
they were in a good position to do it. He had 
noticed right through t-he colonies that whenever 
there was a little bit of a surplus one of the first 
things Governments did was to fill the ><ervice 
with penons who were not at tbe time reqnired, 
but who were placed there to placate politic,[ 
supporters, and who were paid very small 
salaries indeed. \Vhen it became neces;;ary to 
retrench, the versons in receipt of small salaries 
were promptly shot out be<"'use they were 
friendleRs and nninflnential. Persons who had 
been shoved into the service to placJ.te a friend, 
or beca.use they were the cow·rins, or unclefl, or 
relatives in the 52nd degree of some iufluential 
person, were kept there by the expenditure of 
some portion of the surplus, but the po,Jr and 
friendless person at £60 a year went out while 
the man who was in receirJt of £600 a year got 
an extra £100 in prosperous time, and in times of 
retrenchment his sahtry renw-ineil untouched. 
'I'he poor understrapper, who kept a widowed 
mother or had a number of children to support, 
was passed out of the sJrvice becau~" he lacked 
that influence in proper quarte1·s which app<'ared 
to be so necessary to-day in securing appoint
ments in the Civil Service. He protested against 
i .. nereasing the setbries of pereons already in 
receipt ot large salaries, while persons at the 
bottom of the ladder 1vho Jid valuable work for 
the country received little or no consideration, 

Mr. MoD ON ALD asked whether it was custo
mary to make increases without the consent of 
the Public Service Board? 

The PRE>JIEU: It is quite customary. 
Mr. MoDO~ALD would likA to know if it 

was not contrary to the Public Service Act? 
In his opinion it was, and the hon. gentleman 
was setting at defiance an Act of Parliament and 
doing an illegal thing. As Chief Sec• eta7 he 
ought to know that. Jf he did know it he 
ought to be brought to book, and if he did not 
know it he showed his ignorance of the Public 
Service Act. The board was specialiy brought 
into existence to do away with improper increases 
and aprointments, but now they had the Chief 
Secretary actually stating that he w:>s prepared 
at any time to override Act" of Parliament. His 
action was not fair to the Public Servico Board. 
It placed them in a most unenviable position, "'nd 
the hon. gentleman ought to see that it was his 
dnty, above all others, to set a good example and 
m:>intain the lawo nf the country. 

Mr. FORSYTH ( Carpentaria) thonght the 
hon. member for Flinders was some\\ hat wrong 
in his statements. If thtJr~ was one man !pore 

competent than another to t<ay if a man was 
worthy of an increase it was the man at the 
heacl of the department. He did not see bow 
the Public Service Board could have the same 
idea of a man's worth as the head of the depart
ment. He therefore hardly thought the Chief 
Secretary was wrong in rrwJdng a recon1n1encla~ 
tion for an incnase of £100 tt year to Hn officer 
of who"e capabilities he was well assnre•l, 
8Hpecia1ly as he had done so with the a1 proval of 
the Public Service Board. How could the 
Public Service Board know all the circumstances 
connected with evPry man in the service? It 
was utterly impos,ible fnr them to go through 
the whole serdce and know exactly what each 
men wa; wort b. To a large extent they must he 
guided by the man in charge of the department. 
They must get reports from the heads of depart
ments as to the men most desening of in
creases. Consequently he thought the Chief Sec
retary was quite right in the action he had taken. 
It stood to reason that the man at tbe head of 
any del•artment-even of a commercial depart
ment-was the man who shnuld recommend 
increases in salary. It was natural that objec
tions to increases should be raised from the other 
side, and he was very pl~ased at the gen~rous 
manner in which the leader of the Oppo,ition 
had spoken of Mr. Dutton. He did not believe 
there was a man in the service who was more 
entitled to an increase than :Mr. Dntton. He 
wa,; a most effident officer. He believed that 
eve> y man in the service should be p "id accord
ing to merit. The hon. member for Wide llay 
had stated that the proposed increases should 
in variably be pnt before the Public Service 
Board ; but he could quite underst,• .. nd that it 
would be parlicnlarly awkward in some instances 
if that was to be the system. For instance, in 
one dePttrtment there might be 1,000 men 
employed. lf each mnn in the department 
received an inct·ease of only £5, that would 
mean a total of £5,000, and the Public 
Service Board might not care to recommend a 
general increase undrr the circumstances. If 
then; wer,, only twenty m• n in a department, 
the Public Service Board would be readier to 
agree to each man gett.ing an increase of £25, 
becauoe it would onlv amount to £500. That 
was a principle which was absolutely wrong-. 
He believed in every man being paid on his 
merits, whether he was one of 1,000 or one of 
twenty. There were plenty of men in the large 
departments at the present time who did not get 
the increases that they desarved, simply beNt use 
of the fact that they were empl~yed in large 
departments. He hoped the Premrer would take 
the matter into consideration, beco .. use he knew 
of one department they were coming to where 
very few increaseq were given, and he believed 
that the reason was simply becauqe that <lepart
ment employed such a large number of men. 
He raised his voice against such a system? 

Hon, :K B. FORREST : How do you know that 
is the system? 

Mr. FORSYTH believed that was the system. 
So far as the incre"se to Mr. Dutton was con
cerned, it would have his most hearty support, 
becauoe he thought Mr. Dutton wao justly 
entitled to the increase. 

Mr. DA WSOJ\i ( Cha1"ters Towers) was very 
pleased to learn tbat they had made a convert to 
the uecess1ty for a revolution in the system of 
promotion in the Civil Service. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: I have ;,]ways believed in it. 
Mr. DA WSON: That party had been battling 

ever since it had come into that Chamber 
against the system which at preeent obtained. 
A Civil set vant was not paid according to the 
work he did, but according to his length of 
~ervice. 
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Hon. E. B. FoRREST: Not acco,,rding t0 the 
hon. member for Carpentaria. 

Mr. DUNS~'ORD: According to whethrr his 
friends are in power. 
. Mr. DA\VSON: In 8ome departments, em
ploying lar;;e nutnberti of tnen, changes, tran:::.fers, 
and promotions must nece.<sarily be lure:ely left 
to the heads of those departments ; b<1t the 
system of payment according t'' the work ilone 
was not carried out at >tll. One man got £;)00 
for performing certotin wnrk, while another man 
who did precisely the same work dirt not receive 
the "am,, pay, simply bee.>use he had not been 
long enough in the service. If they continued to 
make converts on the othrr side, the day might 
come when men would be paid according to mrrit, 
and not according to length of service. He bad 
not made the remark~ he had with reference to 
Mr. Dutton out of any spirit of geneeusity, but 
merely as a matter of ju~tice. He did not wish 
it to be thought th tt he was in any way generous 
tow.:trds ::\!Ir. Duttou. In regard to the questirm 
raise:d by the hou. member for Flinder ., they 
were entitled to know from the Premier whether 
the increase to the Under Secretary to the Chief 
S cretary had been submitted to the Public Ser
vice Board. Had the increase been brought 
about under the same conditions and in the 
same way as all the other increaces on the 
Estimak,;? He harl always understood that the 
board had been brought into existen~e to remove 
the Civil Servic· from pr,litic"l influence. The 
board was to be an absolutely indt•pendent body, 
which wnuld keep the service pure, and enable 
every man to receive his due rights, wit.hout 
any political influence being brought to bear, 
and without any interference on the part of the 
heads of departments. The que~tion now raised 
was whether the Public S>rvice Board were per
forming their functions or not. If, as had been 
said by the hon. member for F:inders-and 
apparently on good ground;;, judging by the 
Premier's own words-the board was not con
sulted in regard to that increa,•e, what was Lhe 
use of the board at all? He saw no reason why 
tbe country should be pnt to the expense of 
keeping such a board in existence if it was 
absolutely nseles•. If they were not removed 
from political influence, or from the influence of 
the heads of departments, h8 would certainly 
counsel the Committee, when they got to the vote 
for the Public Service Board, to refuse to pa&~ 
the money. 

The PREMIER : It was very obvious that 
hon. members did not understand the modus 
operandi of the Public Service Boo.rd in connec
tinn with the pr,.paratinn of the Estimates. 
\Vhen the Estimates were being framed, the 
Public Service Board were requested to m~ke 
recommendations concerning such officers in the 
servico as they thought slwuld receive increases. 
G8nemlly the board asked whether the finar.ce~ 
of the colony warranted a general increase all 
round. Recently the board was informed that 
the circumstances of the colony were not such as 
to warrant a general increase, and tbey were 
requested to confine their <tttentinn to the sub
ordinate officers whom they considered under
paid. As he had t•>ld the hon. memb<-'r for 
Wide Bay, as far as be could remember, nearly 
all the increases which appeared on those EstJ· 
mates were distinctly made on the recommenda
tion of the Public Service Board. 

Mr. JENKINSON: You say nearly all the 
increases. 

The PRE:\IIER said he was about to explain 
that. In some cases the Government did not 
deem it neceseary to accede to the full amount of 
the recommendations made by the Public Service 
Board, because the Treasurer had to cnnsider his 
ways and means. The recommendati< ns of the 
board were not always accepted ; but, in this 

case, the Government considered that the gentle
m>tn occupying such an important position as the 
Under Secretary to this departmeqt was entitled 
to special remnn<JNtion. The Public Servic~ 
Board did not initiate the recommendation, 
b<1t it was approved of Ly the board, to 
whom all these increases had been submitted. 
Sorne increases recomuwuded vvere dissl'nted 
from, and c,m,equently did not appear on 
the l~stimates, but this p1rticular item was 
appl'o\ e,d of by the board. He did not wish to 
pmtract the discussion, but it was obvious to hon. 
members that some officers in the public service 
were worth double the s"laries of others. The 
question did not dep,md merely on seniority, but 
also on ability and efficiency, and that ''as why 
the £100 inc1'e1se was recommended in this case. 
He did not wish to disparage other officers in the 
service, bnt this gentleman wns one of the most 
competent men in the servic-0, and he was justly 
entitled to thn increase. 

Mr. MoDONALD said the Chief Secretary had 
distinctlv stated th 1,t the Government had acted 
in this case in defiance nf the Pt1blic Service 
Board ; that this increase had been given without 
their knowledge. 

The PHEMIER : No. 
Mr. MoDONALD: \Vhat the Premier stated 

was that the board did not recommend this 
particular increase. 

An .l:ioNOUHABLE MEMBER: But they approved 
of it. 

Mr. McDONALD: Yes, he said the board 
approved of it, and he asked the hon. gentleman 
if that was not the position. 

The Pm:ii!IER : No. I shall give you no further 
information which you di,tort. 

Mr. MoDONALD : This was just like the 
hon. gentleman in all his transactions connect·:·d 
with the Goverument. The hon. gentleman 
had mode so many mysterious statements that he 
w.1s a perfect mystery him,elf. It was something 
like the appointment of Mr. Kellett, of which 
he would hc;;·e something to say later on. The 
hon. gentleman gave them distinctly t,, under
stand that be was prepared to override the pro
visions of the Act and the recommendations of the 
Public Service Board. The Act stated that pro
motions and increases must be recommended by 
the hoard, and the hnn. gentleman admittl'd that 
that had not hem done. The Act stated-

All promotions muRt be l'ecornmended by the board, 
and exeept in the case of promotion from one situ::ttion 
to another an increa~e shall not be made to the salary 
of an officer until he has receiv-ed such salary for a 
period of twelve months. Increase of salary of the 
officer shall be contingent upon his efficiency, diligence, 
and good conduct 
The hon. gentleman never had a recommenda
tion from the board, and on his own showing 
the Government took upon themselves to make 
this increase. He wanted to know what was the 
use of passing Acts of Par!i;<ment if the Govern
ment did not rec<Jgnise them, but overrrode them 
in this way. They had seen occasions where 
similar acts had been done; and there was some
thing more in the matter than the mere increase 
of salary in this case. If the Government were 
so unscrupulous in this case there was nothing to 
prevent them doing the same thing in other cases. 
Hon. members had only to look at the mysterious 
statements made to the House by the Premier 
during the past few d"ys, when it w:as admitted 
that he was dJing illegal thinge. He agreed 
with the hon. member for Carpentaria that a 
man should be rewarded accnrding to his merits, 
and he would warn the Committee that this 
matter of increases should not be left in the 
hands of the Government without the sancticm 
of the Public Service Board. He did not know 
the gentleman in que,tion personally; no doubt 
he was quite worthy of the extrl), remuneration, 
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and he did not object to it, but he did object to 
the increa8e being made without the sanctiOn of 
the Public Service Board. 

The TREASURER: The hnn. gentleman was 
quite wrong. As a matter of fact the. board did 
not prepare the Estimates at all. They were 
preptW•!d by the departments; the Minister went 
through them and sent them to the board. In 
some cases the Government wished to make 
reductions, but the board object ·d, and it 
could not be done. Even if the House passed 
increases, the bo:trd c mid afterward" ol•ject to 
the increases. He knew a case where a gentle
man was recommended for an increase of £50, 
but according to the Act he was only entitled to 
an increase of £30 ; ancl althongh the House 
passed the increase of £~0, the board pointed out 
that it was illegal, and it was reduced to £30. 

Bnt in any ca.se not a single shilling 
[8 p.m,] was paid until it had passed that 

House, which was the final arbiter. 
Mr. DAWSON: How can it be, if, as you say, 

the Public Service Board have power to de!ll 
with the salary afterwards? 

The TREASURER : That was a case in 
which the increase was againKt the rule of the 
service. A man getdng £300 o, year was in a 
certain class, and in that class he c,m]d not get 
an increase of more than £30, and if they wanted 
to give him more they would have to ;1ive him so 
much as would put him up into the next cla.Rs. 
But in the first place the Estimates were never 
made up by the Public SPrvice Board, but were 
recommended by the board after they had been 
submitted by the department. 

Mr. McDoNALD: That was not Dutton's case. 
Ask the Premier. 

The TREASURER: The board sometimes 
recommended increases which Ministers were 
not inclined to let go. The heads of departments 
should know far more about, the men under them 
than the Public Service Board, but when the 
Estimates passed the House :Minister" always 
got a certificate from the board that they 
approved of the increases. 

Mr. LESIN'A wi,hed to ask the Premier 
through the Chairman, whether they were t~ 
accept his statenh nt or the stakment of the 
Treasurer? 

Mr. l\1cDON'ALD was quite prepared to 
accept the Treasurer's statement, but what he 
wanted to know at the present time was-who 
was lying? They had two statements, one from 
the Premier and a diffen·nt one from the 
Treasurer. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I do not think 
it h; parliamentary to use a term like that. 

Jlilr. McDONALD: If that was nut parlia
mentary, he would like to know whether it was 
the Premier or the Treasurer who was stating 
what was not· a fact., because the Treasurer had 
got up and contradieted the statement made by 
the Premier? The Treasurer's statement agreed 
exactly with his (Mr. McDonald's), and the 
members would prefer to accept their statement 
to that of the Premier. The Premier had told 
them that the Public Service Board would not 
recommend that increase. 

The PREMIER: No; I said I recommended it 
myself. 

Mr. McDONALD: The hon. gentleman had 
said that the Public Service Board would not 
recommend it, though they had recommended 
the other increases on the vote. The hon. gentle
~an was now trying to back down from that posi
twn. The hon. gentleman had already maile two 
contradictory Btatements, and he hoperl he would 
get np a third time and tell the Committee what he 
really did mean. The hon. gentleman had shown 
distinctly that the Governzmmt had ovl!rridden 

an Act of Parliament, and that was calculated 
to bring about a great deal of trouble in connec
tion with St,te matters. 

1\Ir. JENKINSON (Wide Bay) was not we
pared to let the vote go at present. The Prenner, 
in replying to his interrogation, had thrown a 
little very necessary light on the question. He 
had nothing to say with regard to )/fr. Dnttnn's 
capabilities. He thought he was a most estiHJable 
young man, and when he had met him, that 
gentleman had been the embodiment of courtesy. 
He did not dbcuss the question as to whether 
Mr. Dutton was entitled to that increase or not, 
but the question whether the increase had been 
legitimately proposed. Until la8t year it had 
been customftry for the Premier to have a r,rivate 
secretary of his own, and to pay him out of the 
increased allow11nce he d1ew for h(,]ding that 
position, the Premier getting £300 a year more 
than other Jlilini,ters to reimburse him for having 
to emplov a privatP secretary. 

The PREMIER: That is quite wrong. 
Mr. JEN'KINSON might be wrong, but he 

understood that up to last year the Premier hetd 
a p1 ivate secretary who was not paid out of the 
comolidated revenue. 

The PREMIER : He was. 
An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: And did he draw 

the £1,300 as weil? 
The PREMIER : Y ee. 
Mr. JENKINSON: Then he must have 

misnnderstood the statement of the late Hon. 
T. J. Byrnes, bec>U'e it left him thoroughly 
under the impression that the private secretary 
was paid by the Premier himcelf. 

The PREMIER: Make sure of your facts. 
Mr. JENKINSON': J<'rom conversations he 

had with others he thought that was also the 
general impression, aud be understt.od the late 
Premier to explain that the ~p!Jearance of the 
Under Secretary of that department ou the 
Estimates was a new de)1arture, though Jl.Ir. 
Duti.on had virtually occupied the po1•ition 
before. He accepted the statement of the 
Premier on the subject. There wa' one other 
question he wnu!d like to ask the Chief Secre
t:>ry, although it had no be~ring on the present 
vote. 

The CHAIRMAN : If the question has no 
bearing on the vote now beforE' the Committee the 
hon. member will be out of ord<'r in putting it. 

Mr. JENKTNSOJ'\ : Strictly •peaking- his 
previous question to the Chief Secretary was 
also out of order for the same reason. He 
wanted tn know--

'l'he CHAIRMAN : I would agttin remind the 
hon. member that he has admitted that his 
qnestion has nothing to do with the vote now 
before the Committee, and th:>t he will be out of 
order in a"kinr:· it. 

Mr .• H.NKINSON: 'l'he Treasurer said this 
recommendation was made by the Public Service 
Borrd. 

The TREASURER: No, with the approval of 
the board. 

Mr. JJ<JN'KINSON' : His question might have 
been answered by thia time, and time might 
have been saved. 

The CHAIRMAN: No doubt ihe question 
might have been answered, r"nd time might have 
been saved, hut o,t the expeme of order. 

Mr. JENKIN'SON said he would put his 
question later on. 

Question put and passed. 

AGENT-GENERAL. 
The PREMIER moved that £4,G38 be granted 

for the office of the Agent-General in London. 
The estimate showed an ir.crease of £548 on 
that of the pr<cedmg year. That increase arose, 
in the first place, from an increase to the sala.ry 
of the secretary to the Agent-General, w hi eh the 
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Government now asked the Committee to 
approve, from .£700 to £800 per annum. It 
would be remembered that Mr. Dicken's salary 
was reduced from .£SOO to £(;00 in 1893, and 
increa,ed to £700 in 1896. Mr. Dicken had 
been in the public service since 1866, and had 
several times acted as Agent-General for long 
periods. The proposed increase had been before 
the C'ommittee on several occasions, but it had 
not received that recogniti,m to which he thought 
it wa" fairly entitled. He br<>ught it forward 
now, for the reason that they had endeavoured, 
aB far as po"sible, to restore all the retrenched 
salaries. The next hem was an increase to the 
salary of Mr. Dick, the inspecting engineer, from 
£300 to £()00. Mr. Dick's sabry was reduced 
from £800 to £300 a year in 1893, with the right 
of priva.te practice. The amount of work passing 
through Mr. Dick's hands now was larger than 
at any former peri<•d; and if the cost of impec
tion \Wre b<tsed on the system prevailing in 
some of the other colonies-commission on the 
wcrk inspected-would 2m<mnt to many 
thousands a year. The Chief Mechanical Engi
neer, who lately arriv<·d from England, was 
askf!d to inspect and report on the engineer's 
departrr:ent in London, and he recommended 
that the sala.ry be increased to the amount for 
which provision had been made, and the right of 
private practico wit.hdrawn. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Do you mean to say you can 
get a first-class inspecting engineer for .£600 a 
Y<"a.r, without private practice? 

The PRRiYIIER : That was the rcc ;mm en da
tion of the Chief Mechanical Engineer, and 
]Jrobably they could not get another equally 
cumpetent engineer for that salary. The next 
item was an increase in the salary of Mr. Grant, 
the corrPspond· nee clerk, from .£300 to £350, the 
amount he was receiving previous to 18!J3. :Mr. 
Grant also performed the duty of despu.tching 
otficer, and w -ts a g;~od linguist. The relnaind~~r 
was made np of small increases to minor officers 
of Lbe department; and all were based on the 
strong personal recommendation of the Agent
General aft, r Sir Horace Tozer bad had an 
opportunity of making himself conven.:.nt with 
the duties of each member of his staff. He did not 
suppose there "ould be any objection to the 
minor increases. If there was anv objnction no 
doubt it would be to th" increases" to Mr. Dicken 
and Mr. Dick. He wonld ask the Committee to 
consider whether it wonld not be a fair thing to 
restore Mr. Dicken to the position he held prior 
to 1893. Hon. members knew as well as he did 
that Mr. Dicken had been a. \"ery faithful officer, 
He had, as he had said, diRcbarged the duties of 
Agent-General frequently, and was acting in that 
po:-;idon now while Sir Hornce Tozer was absent 
in Philadelphia. It was very desirable that the 
gentlem<>n who oc"upied that position should be 
a gentleman of Mr. Dicken's abilities, pro
fpssional ednc•ttion-he was a barrister-and 
knowl.,dge of the working of the d•'partment. 
He did not think it was an unreasonable thing 
to ask that the salary should be increased, 
especially 9S there was a feeling on both sides 
that retrencherl officers shonld be restort>d to the 
poBition they formerly occupied with regard to 
salary. 

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon) did not intend at 
pre><ent to speak with regard to the salary of the 
secretary to the Agent-General. He thought it 
was mual on this item to go into a review of the 
work of the AgeHt-General's Department for the 
yPar, and this year they had an elaborate report 
of forty-three pages from the Agent-General, 
thirteen pages of which were devoted to the 
important question of immigration, and to debate 
thnt question--

The PREMIER: Bet.ter take t.hat discussion on 
the immigration vote. 

The TREASURER: There is a vote for irnmigra 
tion in the Lnan Estimates. 

Mr. BROWNl<~ objected to l<'aving the ques
tion over till the Loan Estimates came on, because 
that would be during the last two or three days 
of the session, when a great number of members 
had cleared out, and there would be no oppor
tunity of discn~sing this question at all. In con
nection with this report from the Agent-General, 
he had the same thing to complain about that 
had bePn complained a/Jout year after year, and 
that was the fact that large sums of money were 
spent ever)" year in the Agent-General's office 
and no detailed accounts were given. He believed 
that la"t year the hon. gentleman in charge of 
the Estimate said he thought there sh0Uld be 
att·1ched to the Agent-General's report every 
y ar a sh1tement of accounts, the same as was 
given in connection with other departments, bnt 
that had not yet been done. On page 38 of that 
report it "aid-

The sum of £13,848 was paid to Her lfajesty•s 
Admiraltv as Queensland's contribution towards the 
AuRtralin.~n flquadron, and £3,270 on account of coastal 
surveys. 

Sums of £5,015 18s. Sd, and £5.103 14s Sd. were paid 
to the Banlf of EnglRnd tor the management of inscribed 
stock to the 31st December, 1897, and 30th June. 1898, 
respectively. 

1'he disbnr::::ements from the "QneenRland Govern
ment Agent-Geneml's account" current for the year 
amounted to £26,:34.0 2s. lOd. for general purposes and 
£116,498 b. IOd. for indents, making a total expendi
t.ure through this office of £180,975 18s. 
'I'hHe was just tbe eimple statement that the 
disbnr,ements for the year ·amounted to £26,340 
2>. lOd., and they were not vouchRafed a bit of 
information as to what it had been spent for or 
how it h~d b~en ·"pent, and that was too big a 
sum to be left in the hands of any department 
to spelld without giving the details of expendi
ture. That was where the qnastion of immigra
tion came iu hf're, because the Agent·G~neral 
was the head of that dep1rtment, and in hia 
statem1 nt nf accounts he did not show a "i"gle 
farthing he had spent on immigration, though 
a considerable amount must have been spent 
in Lnndon. There wa~ a vote f11r imn1igra
tion later on-"' small vote for the depal't
ment. in t.hecolony-and then there was the snm 
of .£50,000 on the Loan Estimates for immigra
tion. If the Premier was prep .. 1.red to take the 
discussion on tile subject of immigration on the 
vote which came after the vote for the Public 
Service Board, hA would defer his remarks till 
then. There had been statements made by hon. 
members on his side which had been contra
dicted and ridiculed from the Ministerial 
benches, and those things wPre found now to be 
em bodied in this rep"rt written by Sir Ho race 
'I'ozer. The report was an elaborate one dealing 
with almost everything under the sun. There 
was a great deal of useful information in it, and 
inf,rmation that perhaps wonld not be very 
sati~factory to hon. gentlemen on the other 
side. 

The PREMIER thought it would be more 
convenient to take the discussion on the immi
gr:ttion vote, when they would all be prepared to 
di<cuss the question. In the mea.ntime he wished 
to say that the hon. gentleman need not imagine 
that the sum of money to which he had refened 
was dishm·sed promiscuously, or without the 
fullest d.;tails being sent to the Auditor
Genera.]. It repr"'<enled expenditure for all the 
depqrtments of the State, and they were dis
criminated by the Auditor-General, who, of 
course, charged the respective departments with 
the particular amounts expended for their 
services. The3e were added by the Agent-

General to his report, and the 
[8'30 p.m.) Anditor - General saw that they 

corresponded with the statement in 
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the report. He hoped hon. members would 
confine themselves to matters connected with the 
vote under discussion. 

Mr. BROWNE: The Premier had stated that 
the Auditor-General received a statement of the 
expenditure and charged it to the ilifferent 
departments in his report. Tbat might be very 
well; but members were asked to vote this large 
sum, and had not the slightl st idea how it was 
spent. The year before last or last year the 
matter was brought up. and it was suggested it 
would be a very good idea to have a stat<·ment 
of accounts with the Agent-General's report. 
Everything might be fair and squa>e and above
bonril ; but people were suspicions, especially 
people on this side. They wanted to know 
all about it. The Agent-General sometimr·s took 
trips, distinguished citizens went home and had 
a very good time of it; and when there was a 
sum like this pnt down as a sort of petty cash 
disbursement, it was quite open for anyone to 
say, "Oh, so-and-so is getting hiR Pxprnses 
paid." And who could contr,>di."t it? 'l'here 
was nothing there to show it. He should like to 
know how much of this £26,300 had been spent 
on immigration, and how much of it had been 
spent on these trips of tbP Agent-Grneral. The 
Agent-General was in Philadelphia at the pr~sent 
time. No doubt the country would bendit from 
the visit ; and the Agent-General would no 
doubt benefit by it. What he complained of 
was that every report which came from the 
heads of the diff, rent departments there was a 
statement of expenditure, and members knew 
exactly how the money was expended, e\cept a 
few hundred pounds that were put down for 
contingencies. But here thnre was no snch 
thing, a" £:!6,000 was put down in one lump 
sum, and no hon. memb~r, unlPS" he happened to 
be a :Minister, knew how it had he•,·n expended. 
The pr,,ctice was a very objectionable one, and 
the sooner there \7~re strict account~ attached to 
this report, the more satisfaction it wonld give 
to evm'Yone. 

HoN. G. THORN did not object to the small 
increase in this department, but he believed the 
s:tlary of the consult,it•g engineer (Mr. Dick) had 
been doubled. He had not the pleasure of 
knowing the gentleman, but he should like to 
know w!1at extra work he had to do to what he 
hail some years ago. His opinion was that he 
would have considerably less, becanse the colrmy 
was making its own locomotives in the colony. 
'What had Mr. Dick to inspect in London? He 
RlljJposed he had to look after a few steel rails. 
He supposed the hon. gentleman had put on this 
increase bee<> use of the policy he w <tS abnnt 
to carry ont of extra railway construction, and 
because Mr. Dick might have to inspect railway 
materiaL 

The S~;CRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And dredg·es. 
HoN. G. THORN: The S>'eretary for H.ail· 

ways t:~lked about inspe.cting dreclges, but h~ did 
not bel1eve that Mr. Dick, although he was an 
engineer, was competent to inspect them, and 
know whether they were properly conotructed or 
not. 

i\fr. GL.~SSEY: He ought. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : Ht' does. 
HoN. G. THORN: It was ,n very well forth" 

hon. gentleman to ,~ty he dicl, but he was a 
Scotchman, and Scotchmen thouf'ht th~y knew 
everything when they knew nothing. The hon. 
member for Bundaherg laughed. The hon. gentle
man was a North of Ireland Scotch man. 

The CHAillMAN : Order! 
HoN. G. THORN: He should like some litthl 

explanation from the Premier as to what extra 
work Mr. Dick had to do. In his opinion he had 
less to do. 

The PREMIER : Not only had he the te,ti
mony of Sir Horace Tuzer, as published in his 

report, page 42, to which he would refer hon. 
members; but the new Mechanical Engineer, 
Mr. N esbit, and Sir Horace Tozer, before Mr. 
N esbit came o.ut here, inepected the office and 
reported on thfl working of it. 'l'he report oft he 
Agent-General would show that Mr Dick had a 
very large amount of work to do. The Agent
General s J.id-

INsPJo:CTION O.F PURCHASES QF l\-fATJ<:RIAL AN:O STOit.f.S,
The preReut system of payment for the supervision and 
inspection of materinl and store::s is not satisfactory. 

'l'he sub-depart.mrnt has at its head a professional 
experienced officer, who has been in the public service 
for twenty- three years. and who is competent to per
form the dntits required of him. 'rhe value of his 
servkes was for many years a:--: eui_,ed at £800 a year. 
In 1&9:{, when there was a cont."iderable falling off in 
the material required from here, it was decided to 
reduce his salary to £3t)0 a year. and to give him the 
rhrht to practise his profession. That right practically 
mPans nothing sa ye in regard to some !<emi-public com
missions from Qneensland, so thnt in effect the colony 
is having the s,::rviccs of a professional ex vert for the 
reduoed emolunwnt of £:300 a year, though since then 
the duty reqnil·ed from him is larl!f-'Jy increased, as is 
eviaent•ed bv the fact that. the pnrehases made by him 
have averaged for the last three years £107,~74 a year. 

Mr. GLASSEY: That is the amount of the 
material he pa•Red? 

The PREMIER: Yes. 
I have sufficient experienre to know thnt one does 

not get the best 1·esults from a badly-paid servant; and 
as the right of private practi(~e llPcessarily constitute-s 
lfr. G. G. Dick his own master, I clo not like the change. 
which clearly nas only intended to be tempoTary_ 
Either there is sufficient worl{_ to justify the continuance 
of this otncer, and to call for his whole time, or there ifil 
not. In the fir::;t ca~e he ~•hould rer~eive a profe..-:">ional 
man's remuneration ; if there is not work to justify his 
continuance, and the connnission is not bv compa.rison 
excf..··~sive, tlleu we should give the work, which consists 
principally of indents from the Railway DeparLment, to 
some leH.ding iirm, and do away with this sub~depart
ll'ellt. nlto.;-ether. Bearing in mind the volume of wurk 
at present, and allowing e1e usual commission as paid 
br- other colonies, the balance is largely in favouT of a 
cOntinuance of the present system. with some adequBte 
compensation to the of:fieer. )fr. G. Gemmell Dick. If 
mv recommendations are carried out, it will, in my 
01;inion, add to tlu~ eilichmcy of this department; never
tlu~lf"HS, I can confidc·ntly certify that the work is faith
fully performed, and that Queensland receives .an 
adequate rbturn foT the moneys it Pl-IJ'S to its officers 
he1·e. ...-ls its :present head, I dt!'lire to express my 
personal thauks for tbe assif;tarwe given myself, and for 
1lle en, rgy and cher:rfulness invarialJly displayed by all 
its members in the faithful discharge of their duties. 
That was a part of the Agent-General's report, 
but in addition to that he had received a report 
ftom Mr. Ni,;bet on the working of the Execu
tive J<;ngin,•er's Department. ThaL report was 
as fo·low'-

In reply to yours of 2nd August, I have the honour to 
inform you tllat. by direction of Sir llorace Tozer, 
Agunt-General of the Colony, I inquired into the work~ 
ing of the Executive Engineer's Department. of his 
office, before leaving J.Jondon early in ~lay, with a view 
to offering any suggestions whieh might be of value in 
the direction of improving the working of that depart
ment in it~ dealings with the various branches of' the 
Go,'ernment ~crvice in Queensland. 

Ji"lrom my inquiries I found that trouble bad fre~ 
quentlv arisen in t,he past WhlCh might have been 
avoide(l h.1d a better system of communication between 
the colony and the In~pecting Ollh.·e existed. By 
bringing tlle ·various depaTtments in closer association 
with that of the Insper,ting I·~ugineer, much unnecessary 
trouble and expense could be avoided; and on this 
mat' er I speak with n1ore espN•ial reference to th .• t 
department of the ~~ervice o\"'er wllich I have recently 
had the honour to a-;sume control. 

Taking the average of the last two yea1·s, the v~.lue of 
indents passing under the review of the Executive 
Engin~er was about £13J,O;l0 per annum. Of this sum, 
£U5J100 i~ reprtsented by indents from the ltailway 
Depaxtment. £21J,OOO by indents from the I)o~ot and 
Telegraph Department, and £2r1.000 b,v miscellanequs 
indents, bridges, dredgt:.s, and other minor matters. 
Of cours€ that did not deal with Mr. Lindon 
Bates's dredgee, which in themselves formed a 
large additional amount. 
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Mr. GLASSEY: Will this gentleman inspect the 
dre<lges snpplied by Mr. Lindon Bates? 

The PREMlER: He thought he would. 
Mr. GLASSEY: Is he competent for that 

purpose? 
Tt>e PREMIER: He was assumed to be so, 

having been connected with the Harbour:< and 
Rivers Department here fur a long tin. e. Mr. 
Ni bet continued-

This sum, however, does not fully reprPsent the 
amount of work 'vbich passe~ under tlle review of the 
Inspecting E11gineer, as there are many indents wbich l1e 
is called upon to inspect for local contractors, who are 
pm chasin~ their various waterials from merchant 
b0uses in London and Gla!:<gow 'rhese indents, I find, 
for the past two years represent a sum something like 
£21,000 per annum ; and, although the sum IS a smltll 
one compared \Vitll the amount of work done for the 
Government departments, still it is broken up into such 
a diversity of items, and the work is distributecl among 
so many manufactnrers, that. the lnbour involved in 
inspecting is somewhat in the inver~e ratio of the 
amount. of money re[Jresented. For this work, I under
stand, the Inspecting J~ngineerreceives uo remu11eratiou 
'vbatever. I find that the co.st of the Inspecting 
Engineer's Departuwnt is about £1,700 per annum ; 
this iigure covering salaries, travelling exp~n~es, employ
ment of assistant inspectors, proportion of rent, 
stationery, etc., and other incidental expenses. 

Kow, taking t,be figures alrea~ly lJ.UOted-viz.,.£13i5,0(J0, 
it \\,ill be seen that the cost of the Inspectinglingineer·s 
D~partment to the Gc>vernment rl·prt.sents a sum 
equal to li per cent. on the total value of the 1vork 
pa~.;;jng throngh the office officialJy. It, however, there 
is added to the £185,0,10 tlw sum of £21,000, whieh 
reprP':>ents the amount for inspecting- JoC':tl contracts, 
a.ncl whlch I hnve already pointed out is not directly 
credited to his department, it will be s.een that the co::-t 
of the work tlireetly and indirectly for the Government 
amount~ only to about ly\· 11er cent. on the total value of 

3 he indents. 
'l'aking-the larger figures and putting the coRt of the 

Int->pecting J<:ngineer's Department a.t I! per cent., it 
will be f()nnd thtLt the Government of Qm:: :nsland is 
getting tlte work at a much clHmper rate than it would 
if given to an out.;;lcle firm of consul~ing en~·,ineers. as is 
clone by some of rhA neighbouring colonies. 

There is no doubt that the system :~dopted by the 
Qtwen~land Government of having their own inspecting 
enj.:,ineer is the proper one, aud I would here sugg-est 
that the title of exeeu,ive engineer be dmuged to the 
more proper one of" inspt"·Jting engineer." 

1.'he in .... p· f'ting engineer shoult..l certainly be abso
lutely in the emplrJy and payment of the Government, 
and should be cn \led upon to give his whole attention 
to the \Vork pn~sing through the Af;'ent-General's office, 
except hy spenial permission of the '\..gent-Gent~ral. 

Contractors to the Government. for whom the inspect
ing engineer dne~ work, shoulcl be called upon to pay at 
lea!';t a proportion of the cost of such supervision. 

Of course yon could not rB.ll upon the in~pecting 
engineel' to cnnfine himRelt' entir, l.r to the work of the 
G•·vernnu·nt wi[hnut thP remnneraLion being fixed at 
such fi~ure as would commaml his bP-st e-ervices, and I 
\Vould reeornmend that his remuneration be at once 
in!'r,~SLsed. to the figure at which it originally stood
namely, £SOO per annum. 

He neerl not detain the Committee by reading 
what followed, which simple corroborate.d what 
had gone before-namely, th,;t the amount of 
work done by the inspec'ing engineer was very 
large, and that it would be done at a cheaper 
rate even with the incnased salary than they 
could get it done by a firm of consulting 
engineers. B:v giving him £600 as propoqed, 
and denying hiw the right of private practice, 
they would get the work well and efficiently done 
on the tnost econmnicrtl terrns. 

Mr. McDONALD (lNinders): At the time the 
present Agent-General wa,appointed to that !lJSi
tion for three years at £1,500 a year, he thought 
that officer was gettmg too much. Since then they 
had a report from the Agent-Gt>lleral, in which 
they had quantity if noo quality. He would 
like to draw attention to tbe duties that that 
gentleman at £1,500 a year had to perform. One 
of those was ''to attend r<•gularly at the office 
for t.he purpose of giving full anrl reliable infor
mation in regard to thr> colony's industries and 
prospects." Hon. members knew that there 

was no gentleman who had filled that office who 
was so likely to give reliable information as Sir 
Horace Tozer. 

Mr. LoRD : He is not here t0 defend himself. 
Mr. Me DON ALD : He took it from the intt·r

je<•,ion of the hon. member that Sir Horace 
Tozer did not give reliable information. If it 
did not mean that he should like to know what 
it did mean. 

The PREMIER : He is not here to ddend him
self. 

Mr. McDO~ALD: Now, the Premier h<td 
told them that Sir Hor•1CP Tozer was not giving 
reli'able information. He (Mr. McD!mald) was 
certainly under the impression th"t the gentle
mctn filling that office was always capabl~ of 
giving reliable information. Then, tbe Agent
General had also " to carry out the statutory 
duties imposed on me by the Immigration Act 
of 1882 an<l the Amendment Acts of 188•1, 1886, 
and 1887, which include the ne.;otiation of the 
best arrangement, for the transport of emigrants; 
the sv"tematic distribution of knowledge of the 
colm:iy'~ rc<onrces and prospects by means of 
litemture, lecturers, and per,onal addresses by 
mys' If; the economi<al organisation of agencies, 
and of all manner of ad\ erti:--ing media for fur~ 
the ring emigration of the right kind." H,, had 
also " to represent the colony in all its 
tnnsH.ctions with tbe Colonial Office," and he 
supposed it was that gentleman who fixed. up 
the going away of the contingent to South Afru;-a. 
He was probably the medium between the Ch1ef 
Secr<"tary and Mr. Chamberlain. Then, again, 
he had tn attend to the financial arrangements 
of the colony with the Bank of England, see 
that thA interest on the rlc' .entures and inscribed 
stock w''" pairl, and the liahilities of the Treasury 
met. H<> had also to repre'lent the colony at all 
conferences of consultive bodios either in Great 
Britain or Europe. He did not know that t.hey 
sent an Agent-GBneral to London to g.> galivant
ing over different portions of the contint>nt of 
Europe. He understood that he was sent as a 
cnmmercial agent to London, but nnw they had 
the information that it was his duty to galivant 
about and go to conferences. He also noticed 
that he had gone to Philadelphia to attend 
a conference. He supposed he was in com
pany with the proverbial Philadel]Jhla lawy~r, 
enterino- into a contest to see who could g1 ve 
the trH~st reliable information. However, if 
a man w''" ph1·sicftlly capable of performing 
all the duti ,~ set down by Sir Horace Tozer, 
he thought he wa' badly paid ae. £1,500 a year. 
They knew his capucity for work and talk, and 
that he was jusc ,;bout the champion talker they 
harl ever had in Parliament, but he did not think 
he was as capable in that respect as someone who 
was now in the front. 

l\Ir. LEAHY: He was only champion before the 
last election. 

Mr . .McDONALD: He believed the Premier 
ran him very close. 

1\Ir. LEAHY: There are some champions on 
your side. 

Mr. McDONALD: He must f!ay, as he had 
said on former occasions, that the appointment 
of the pre,ent Agent-GenPral was a very ext:a
ordinary one, made to get that. gentleman outside 
of politics, and the extra £250 was given in order 
to get him away. However, thctt was passed, 
and cnnld only be terminaterl, he supposed, when 
another person took the office. Tben ca)lle the 
question of the increase to ~he Secretary to .the 
Ag' ut-General, which he believed was a dehbe
rate attempt to try and undo what Parliament 
had decided on s,:veral occasions. It was practi
cally an attempt to bind Parli!"ment. 9n two 
occttsiollf' the Honse had d1stmctly smd that 
the increase should not be given; yet year 
after year they found the Government placing 



Suppfy. f.A.SSEMBLY.] Supply. 

on the Estimates that extra £100. He would 
like to know whut special influence that gentle
man had with the Government of this colony. 
Successive Premiers had placed that increase 
on the Estimates, and had come to Parlia
ment prepared to defend it. It struck him 
that that gentle:nan's influence was so great 
that he could get the Government to do what
ever he wished. He thought when any Govern
ment had been defeated on two separate occa
sions over that propo"ed increase to salary they 
should take it as an indication that the House 
was not in favour of it, and the only way in which 
the incre:t.se could be obtained was by getting 
membArs to "tultify ~hemselves and their action 
on former occasions. 

The TREASt:RER : This is a new Parliament 
a! together. 

Mr. McDONALD ; There were many of the 
old faces there st.ill. 

The TREASt:RER; A lot of the old faces have 
gone. 

Mr. McDONALD; A large majorit.y of mem
bers had decided on former occasions that the 
increase should not be granted, and the Trea
surer knew that the Go\'ernment were defeated 
last year on a similar proposal. He thought 
they ought to have sense enough when Parlia
ment year after yecw refused to grant an increase 
not to press it. 
* Mr. FINNEY (Too1vong) thought it was two 
years ago since thm £1JO increase was first 
refused. As a matter of facb it was not an 
advance of salary, but a re"toration and the 
reason why on a former ocoasion be moved 
an amendment-the hon. member for F:inders 
would remember it-was that there were other 
officers in the service whose salaries had 
not been restored to their full amount. He 
felt now that it was only fair that the secretary 
to the Agent·Genmal should have his salary 
restored to £800 when the other Und<·r Secre
taries had been placed in the same posi
tion. On this nccasion he felt it to be 
his duty, knowing what an excellent officer 
.Mr. Dickcn was, to vote for the restora
tion of his ulary to the full am.,mnt of £800 
which he was as much entitled to as all othe; 
Under Secretaries. That was his justification fur 
the action he now intended to take. He felt now 
that it was only fair and just that Mr. Dicken's 
s .. lary should be re~tored, aJJd he would vote for 
the extra £100 being ~rranted. 

Mr. ANNEAR (1Ji£Myborough): Of course all 
members would recognise the Sf•ecial appeal made 
by the hon.membc-r for Flind.·rs a few minutes ago 
to the hon. member for Toowonl!, and he bad now 
gut his answa to that appeal. The hon. member 
for Toowong, like several other hon. members, 
bad seen t.hat an injustice WdS done to Mr. 
Dicken, and he took the first opportunity of 
remedving that injustice. He (Mr. Annear) 
thought he should be failing in his duty tuwa.rds 
a gentleman he very much respected if he did not 
reply to some of the remarks nwde by the hon. 
member for Flinders-he· referred t•> the hon. 
member's observat.ions in refereJ>ce to that worthy 
gentleman, Sir Horace Tozer. The hon. member 
made those remarks because he thought they 
would rai'e a laugh, especiall..v when he talked 
about giving full and reliable information. 
(Opposi~ion laughter.) 

Mr. McDoNALD ; Does he not give full and 
reliable information ? · 

Mr. AN NEAR; He had h:td the pleasure of 
knowing Sir Horace Tozer since 1H63. He bad 
had m:tny business transactions with him, and 
a more honourable and truthful man it had never 
been his lot to meet. (Laughter.) 

Mr. McDONALD: vVhy, your own side are 
laughing. 

Mr. ANKEAR : Knowing what he did of Sir 
Ho race 'l.'"zer, he would he failing in 

[9 p.m. his dnty if he did not speak. Every 
hon, member, and the people of the 

colony, knew that while 8ir Horace Tczer had 
been a member of that House he had done his 
duty faithfully. 

The PREMIER: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ANJ\'EAR : The hon. member for Fiin

ders referred to work and talk. There was no 
doubt the hon. gentleman could talk, but 
there had been no Minbter since he (Mr. 
Annear) first entered that Assembly in 1884 
who had done more honest work for the colony 
than the present Agent-General. 

Mr. McDONALD ; There are Ministers on that 
side who could work the head off him. 

Mr. ANNEAR ; Twenty men of the ability 
of the hon. member for Flinders would not be a 
match for their Agent-General as regarded work 
and ability. 

Mr. McDoNALD : \V e ran him out of polit.ics, 
anyway. 

Mr. AN.1\EAR: They wonld see if he would 
be run out of politics if he returned to Queens
land to-morrow. The colony was to be con
gJ·atulated on having such a man to represent its 
interests in the great city of Lond'Jn. With 
reference to the proposed resLoration of the 
salary of the secret>try to the Agent-General, he 
had the pleasure of knowing l\lr. Dicken when 
he lived in Townsville, before he went to London. 
The pe<>ple of Towmville knew what a worthy 
officer he was. His ·•alarv had been £800 before 
1893, when it was reduc(;d to £600. Since then 
it had been increas•·cl to £700, and it would he a 
great injustice if the Committee refused to give 
him the additional £100 which was now pro
posed, and which would give him his former 
salary. His office was a very important one, 
and he was snre the hon. men,ber fur Toowong 
would bear him out when be said that any 
Queenslander-no mattH how hnmble he might 
be-who called upon Mr. Dicken in London 
received every attentwn and c·.nsideration. 

Mr. FINNEY ; Hear, hear ! 
Mr. AJ\'NEAR: He never ]mew how vastly 

important he was until he called upon Mr. Dicken, 
and saw the interest that gentleman took in 
him. A great injustiCe had been done, and he 
felt pretty confident !.hat the Committee would 
remove tha>. injustice by voting Mr. Dicken the 
salary of £800 which he had long ago. Some 
remarks had been made with referer ce to the 
inspecting engineer in London. He had known 
J\ir. Gemmei!Dick for over twenty-five years. The 
late 1\fr. Nisbet, who was formerly engineer for 
harbours and rivers, h<•d placed Mr. Dick in 
charge of the works and plant in the J<'itzroy 
River, and if Mr. Dick had not been a competent 
man he would not have been entrusted with the 
important works which he had faithfully carried 
out. The proposal now was to give Mr. Dick £600 
per annum without the right of ptivate practice. 
With the hon. member for Bundaberg, he 
thought the salary was too small. 

Mr. GLASSEY ; If he is a competent man, it 
certainly is too small. 

Mr. ANNEAit ; It was not his opinion alonP, 
but it was the opini<>n of men who were quali
fied to give an opinion:_that Mr. Dick was a 
thoroughly quelified man. The Premier ~ad 
told them that for the la't three years Mr. DICk 
had had to pass material to the vctlue of £107,000 
per annum. He felt "ure that thPy would not 
be able to get an engineer in London who was 
competent to pass all that material for less than 
2~ per cent. commiosion. On £107,000 that 
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would amount to £2,675 per annnm. JYir. Dick's 
s.%lary was only to be £600 per annum, so that 
that made a saving of £2,075 per annum. 

Mr. KERR: But he will have his travelling 
expenses as well. 

Mr. ANN EAR: They c•,uld net fxpect him 
to par his travelling expemes out of his salary. 
The Government were going in the right direction 
in having an engineer to superviRe the purchase 
of the material they required. Mr. Dick would 
not have the right of private practice, and he 
would really like to see the salary £800 per 
annum instead of £600. The Government had 
made a good bargain in securing the services of 
Mr. Dick for such a srnail am<mnt. He would 
like to draw the attenl·ion of the Premier to the 
numb~r of years that Mr. Dick had performed 
the duties attaching to the office. He had never 
heard a word agaitht him, and he had n•wer 
heard anyone insinuate that tho,e duties had not 
been faithfully performed and in the interests of 
the country. 

Mr. GLASSJ<~Y: I would remind the hon. 
member th'•t there are 11!) pages of Estimates. 

Mr. AN NEAR did not wish to waste ttme, 
but he wished to give the Committee the benefit 
of his knowledge of those two gentlemen. If no 
hon. member wasted more time than he did 
during the few weeks they had to do busines,, 
no time w<mld he wa•ted. · 

HoN. G. THORN: The hon. member for 
Maryborough had made :m unfortunate rem,wk 
with reference to Mr. Dick. He had stated that 
l'!Ir. Dick was the engineer in charge of the 
works in the Fitzroy River. That wtts enough 
to CJndemn him at once. He was a l\1ini"ter at 
the time that Mr. Ni"het appointed Mr. Dick to 
dredge the J<'i•zroy River, and he opnosed the 
•cheme from ite very inception, What to"k 
place was just what he had predietPd 'Nould take 
place. The Fitzroy RivPr was not a bit bett<r 
now than it was when the Canoona rush took 
place in the Rockhampton district. The work 
of Mr. Dick in conneetion with that wnrk 
proved that he was not fit for hiR position. He 
had another reason for con>idering Ji-Ir. Dick 
an unst;itable man. He did not wish to speak 
unchantably of anyone, but Mr. Dick was 
supposed to inspect dredgBs that were built 
for the colony. They were told that they 
were to have a number of dredge~ cimstructed 
of the Bate~ type, and Mr. Dick was the 
gentleman who would have to illHpect them. 
'rh., hst dredge that came from London was 
inspected by Mr. Dick, and betore it cnuld be 
u"ed it had to be built-new lock, stock, and 
barrel. That dredge should have been con
structed at Maryborough, and the colony had 
lost by it. not being con,tructed there, He con
tended that all onr dredges should be built in 
the colony. There were just as good men at 
\Valkers, Limited, and other placecl to build 
dredges as in the old country. In fac;, he would 
rather trust W alkerB, Limited, than any London 
firm. 

Mr. GROOM intended to support the increase 
to this o~cer's sal::ry, because he thought he waq 
fully entttled to tt. On the last occasion that 
this vote was before th<> Committee, it was lost, 
because it had bE'en taken at a late hour when 
many hon. members, who would have supported 
i~, were ah;ent. One reason why he was inclined 
to vote for the increase was because he had just 
received information that the officers in the 
Agent-General's office had to contribute to the 
Imp•·rial inco::ne tax, and that the Secretary to 
the Agent-General had to pay £.10 a year in this 
connection. He believed tint the Agent-General 
had :;lso to contribute to the income tax. He 
was struck with this iuformation when he heard 
it, and he asked the Chief Secretary whether 
what he htJ.d stated was a fact. 

The PREMIER: Yes. 
Mr. GROOM: That being true, the salaries 

of the officials in the Agent-General's office 
should be increased. by that amount. They 
might have to pay other taxes, in addition to the 
income tax, a rod he did not think it a fair thing 
that these officials should be obliged to pa,· this 
income tax out of their own pockets. With 
regard to Mr. Dick, he was entirely in accord 
with the hon. member fur Bundaberg. If hon. 
members looked a.t the E><tima! es they would see 
that the Master of Titles received £GOO, and 
£100 as leo-al adviser to the Stamp Office, and 
he harl b. ~n lately appointed an. acting j~dge. 
And at the same time he had the nght of pnvate 
practice. 

Mr. LEAHY: While he is a judge? 
Mr. GROOM: Not while he is acting as a 

judge. 
The TREASV!Um: But he does not practise. 
1Ir. GROOM: Ye>•. Hehac!seenhimengagec!, 

not only in the Supreme Court cases in Bristane, 
but in the circuit conrt in Toowoomba. 

The TREASURER: Not of late year~. 
Mr. GROOiYI: Yes. He was leading counsel 

in a recent case in Toowoomba. He made this 
remark by way of illustration-to show that the 
present salary of the Secretary to the Agent
General was inadequate. Anyone who looked 
at the voluminous reports of the Agent-General 
could see that hL; dutiPs were must aruuou>, and 
would be more so with regard .to the dredges to 
be built. by J\lr. Lindon Bates. Considering the 
length of time 1\fr, Dick had bteen in his posi
tion, if he had been incompetent, it would have 
been reported long ago, and under all the circum
<·,tance" he was entitled to f"ir remuneration. 
His principal reason for rising to speak on this 
matter was that on previous occasions he had 
voted against this increase. 

Mr . .fENKI~SON: You voted for this last year. 
Mr. GROOiYI: He did so becau,,e at that 

time they were reinstating officers. who had 
been retrenched in 1893, an<1 he dtd not see 
that the officers in the Agent-General's office 
should bB excepted. He was now all the more 
inclined to vote for it, because of the informa
tion he had received with respect to those officers 
having to pay the i•,come tax, which was really 
a deduction from their saLries. 

Mr. TURLEY did not think there should be 
any misconception on the matter, The hem. 
gentleman had said tha.t Mr. Dicken paid £40 a 
year in income tax on his salary of £700. As a 
m3.tter of fact, the income tax wag Sd. in the £1 
on salaries of £700, with an exemption of the 
first £70, so that it was paid in this case on £630, 
and hon. members would sfe that that came to 
£21 exactly, and not to £40 as represented by 
the hon. member for Toowoomba. 

Mr. GROOM: In explanation, he should srty 
that his informant wrote to him generally on the 
subject, and he might himself have confounded 
theamountof income tax said to have been paid by 
theA"ent.-General with that said to have heen paid 
by hi; secretary. The writer of the letter to him 
thought that hon. members might not be aware 
that colonial officers in London had to pay the 
income tax. He was not himself aware of it, 
and he did not think many hem. members were. 
He did not, want to put the case extremely on 
behalf of Mr. Dicken, and had no wish that there 
should be any misconception. 

Mr. MoDO~ALD: \Vhen that House refused 
to pasil the increase to Mr. Dicken on the last 
occasion, he found that the hon. member for 
Toownng- had got up and said that he did not think 
1Ir. Dicken a smart commercial man. 

Mr. FINNEY : I •aid he was not the best about. 
Mr. Me DON ALD : 'l'he hon. member had 

contended th»t the salary of £700 was a good 
salary for a gentleman who had been a police 
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magistrate in the colony, and he denied the 
statement of the Acting Premier that Mr. 
Dicken was one of the smartest commercial men 
in England. The hon. member was now going 
to support the vote becau, e he thought Mr. 
Dicken a very smart man and thoroughly deserv
ing of the increase. To be quite fair to the hon. 
member, the hon. member had on the last 
occa8ion when he voted again,t the increase 
given another reason that sorne small men had 
not received increa8es which they should ha\e 
received, but the principal reHsnn the hon. mem
ber gave for opposing the increase was that he 
thought Mr. Dicken was well p>tid at £700 a 
year. 

Ivir. FINNEY: No, it was not. 
* Mr. GIVENS (Cairns): There was one phase 
of the Agent-General's action which had not so 
far bren brought under the notice of the Com
mittee. He was preuared to admit that the 
Agent-General, Sir Horace Tozer, was a very 
eminent man, who had a world wide reputation, 
hut there was a certain Scriptural character who 
had a wider reputation through the centuries, 
and was not more admirable in constquence. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Ananias. 
Mr. GIVENS: Hon. members were suffi

ciently acquainted with Scripture to bP able to fix 
the character for themselves. \Vhen the Queens
land contingent for the Tran"vaal wa~ first 
mooted Sir Horace Tozer expressed himself on 
the proposnl in London, and in such terms as 
were particulnrly offensive to a large section of 
the community composed of aH gcH·d colonists as 
any in the colony. It was particularly c'istasteful 
to have a public servant like Sir Horace Toz' r 
aspersing the good name of a large section nf the 
community which paid him to rApresent the 
whole community in the capital of the Empire. 
He pointed out in a speech which he had mane 
and afterwarrls explained-though he only made 
it worse by his so-called explanation-that there 
were 23 per cent. of the people 0f the colony of the 
Irish race, "nd that probably they would be 0p
posed to the contingent merely from thatbctalone, 
theplainiminuation being that they werP disloval 
citizens. That statement we' \VOrthy of thP 
world-wide reputation which Sir Hor:~ce had 
won for himself, and he need not put it plainer 
than that. He wanted to know why thPy should 
pay Sir Horace Tozer £1,500 a year for casting 
aspersions at a large and worthy section of the 
community. He wanted to know also if the 
Government, when the statement was brou::ht 
under their notice, as it had been in that Home 
and through the Frees, had publicly repri· 
manrled Sir Horac6 Tozer for having made that 
statement, end whether if they harl not expressed 
di"approval of that statement and reprimnnded 
the Agent-General they were now prepared to 
take the responsibility of expressing approval of 
it. 

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW : Read what was said, 
Give us your proofs. 

Mr. GIVENS: Considering that the matter 
had been referred to in the House before--

'I'he SECRETARY ]'OR AGRICULTURE: \Vhat are 
you quoti11g from-Hansard? 

Mr. GIVENS: From a statement copied from 
the London Times over the signature of the 

Agent-G ·neral himself. As he had 
[9·30 p. m.] bePn challengerl to read the nmarks 

of Sir Horace Tozer he would do so. 
They appeared in the Lo1,don Times over his 
signature, and they were quoted in the House on 
a formN occasion. He said-

C'oncerning the cost of the contingent
M r. J. HAMILTON : 'What is the date? 
The CHAIR:VlAN : Uay I ask the hon. mem

ber what he is quoting from? . 

Mr. GIVENS: J!'rom the London T~mes. 
There was no one present who could deny that 
what he was about to quote appeared in the 
London Times over Sir Horace Tozer's 'ignature. 
That letter purported to be an explar:ation of 
some very indiscreet and disparaging rPmarks 
about the Irish C<•loniot,; of Qutensland, but the 
explanatiun was as bad as the original offence, if 
not worse. He objected to such a statement 
coming from a respon>ible official like the Agent
General, who was paid hy those very Irish colo
nists whom he disparaged. He wanted to know 
-he insisted upon knowing-whether the Go
vernment, as repre,enting the people of the 
colony, had addressed any reprimand, or any 
exvression of dibapproval to Sir Horace Tozer 
for having nmde use of such expressions. And 
if they had failed to do that, were they 
prepared to accept the responsibility for it 
themselv.,s? If they refused to reprimand the 
Agent-General it wa,o a practical endorsement 
of his utteran('es. He contended that t,lw Irish 
in the colony were as good citizens as any other 
people in it, and were qu it.e as loyal and as pre
pared to fight for the well-being of the colony 
and to sacrifice as much as the people of any 
o:.her nationality in it. He (Mr. Givens) had 
not a word to say against the people of any 
nationality in Queensland. He bad friends 
whom he highly valued amongst all n~ti<•na:i
ties; men whom anybody could adnnre. It 
would be a disgrace to the colony if that stllte· 
ment of i::lir Horace Tvzer's were allowed to go 
with•mt cballe!,ge or wiLhcmt reprirrwnd. He 
had here a iile ,,f the London Times for July, 
and in that papPr the Agent-Gen<e~'al wrote--

Tile Hmm SECRE~'AllY: What is the date? 
Mr. GIVENi::l: He was quoting from the 

Londun Tinws of July. i::lir Horace Toz,•r 
wrote-

1. Concerning the cost of conting-ent., I merely re
marked that if the IllllJBrial Government desired a 
larger number of mounted infautrs frnm the Queen'>
land Defence _Por<·e tllau tho~e now ofl\-·red to be sent. 
and paid for by the colony, they could doubtless obtain 
tlwm on con~enting to pay the expen~e. 

2. The clescription of the perr~on·(Jel of the men related 
more closely to the selected nu m her than to every 
soldier in this hraneh of the service. 

3. Till rec.\_·ntiy I had two sons in the mounted in
fantry. ::\fy observations as to probable s:.;rvice now only 
applied to the survivo1·. 

<·. To the question of policy I stated that the offer 
would he loyally x nd pat.riotically endorsed by the 
majority of the people. 

Hut tha.t if there was any eriticism such would only 
emanate (1) from a seetion who would probably object 
to Australasia's interfert~nce in any Imperial disputes 
outside their own territory, and (2) from_ our Iri~h 
colonists, who, numbering nbont 23 per cent. of the 
total population, may follow the ltad given here and 
eontend tbat the redress of Irish "grievance'S" should 
precede the enforcement of the claims of the Uit~ 
landers. 

Beyond the mere TI1Lrrative I did not desire to offer 
any comnjents upon the wisdom of either policy. 
'vVhy should tbe Irishmen be singled out for a 
special insinuation of that kind? Yet when the 
m , tter was brought forwltrd here in " serious 
fashion it was sneered at by the Government, 
and openly laughed at by the hon. member for 
Cook, who, they were informed the other night, 
wn.;.:; an officer of the Government. 

The TREASURER : The Government have not 
sneered at it. They "imply asked for the date 
of the paper. 

Mr. GIVERS: He only wished to call at'en
tion to it, and to get an expre"sion of opinion from 
the Government as to whether they endor"ed 
tho•e remarks or not. Nut only had an insult 
been hurl d at alar,:e sec\ion of the community, 
but. they had seen, not lu11g ag-o, in Brisbane and 
other r;laces, that the lead given by the Agent
General bad been followed in many qu:trters, and 
that hish colonists had been openly sneered 
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at in the same way that Sir Horace 
Tozer sneered at them earlier in the year. 
This was a very serious thing, because it was 
likely to create racial antipathy and national bit
terness which never existed except when they 
were created by interesttd people like the preeent 
Agent-General. People came to this colony pre
pared to sink all the old world antipathies and 
work together for the good of the country to 
which they had come, but if this sor~ of tlJing 
was allowed it would breed racial antipathies 
and generate national bitternes3 amongst tl'e 
different roces compo.,ing 1be citiz,•ns of the 
colony, which would be a very bad thing indeed, 
and anything of tl1is kind done by a public ser
v""nt should be nipped in the bud before it had 
bad time to take ~ffect. It wccs the duty of the 
Government to show that they had no sympathy 
with '-UCh a thing, and announce that they bad 
reprimanded Sir Horace Tozcr, or intended to do 
so; and if they fail• d to tn,ke that course it was 
their duty to state that they were prep~red to take 
the full responsibility for the statement he had 
made. 

Mr. J. HA:\IILTON(Cook): Thehon.member 
stated that Sir Horace Tnzer insulted the hi'h 
community becau•e he said that a larg-e numberof 
them c0nsidered that Irish grievances at home 
required to he treated prior to onr interferi'lg 
with the affairs of th,, Transvaal. He (l\ir. 
Hamilton) believed a great many Irishmt•n 
thought so, and be did not consider any iPsnlt 
attached to them on th:tt account. Nobody 
thought any the less of them on that account. He 
knew some men who prided t hemstlves on being 
Irishmen who had done much worse. \Vhen 
three cheers were callc d for the QueAn in this 
Chamber, on the :B,ederal Bill being passrd, 
the hem. member f<Jr Cairns kept his cap on
a man who ha•1 sworn loyalty to the Queen
and althongh every member on the Govern
ment side j · .ineJ in thosP cheers, not on0 of the 
Lab:mr party joined in thnse cheer''- The hon. 
gentkman bad attacked Sir Hoeace T.,zer's cha
racter. He had nevnr heard Sir Horace T<>zer 
revile a mn,n behind hi" back. A more warrn
hearted man he n··vf•r saw. No needy man or 
woman evPr went to Sir Hor."~Ce TozPr for a~sist
ance in vain. Coald as much be said of the hon. 
member for Cairns? I,f that hon. gentlemn,n had 
half the chamcter of i:)Ir Horace Tozer he wonld 
occupy a far higher position in the minds of the 
people of Q11eensland than Le did at present. 

Mr. McDOiifNl~LL (Fortitude Valley) was 
p]e;1sed that the hon. meml•er for Cairns hiid 
brought up this matter, but the hon. member 
did not give the whole of the facto. The stn,te
ment came about in this W;ty: Sir Hor ,ce 
Tozer, aft.er the announcement w.ls made of the 
Premier\, offer of a contingent, was interviewed 
by a r; pre;entative of the London Centr,;l New• 
Agency, and aeked whc ther there would be any 
opposition offerGd in the colony, Hlld he said, 
"Yes, we hn,ve 33 per cent. of Irish. \V e have 
their oppo,ition to con 'end with, as is the case 
here," but afterwards he wrote to the London 
I'imes modifying the statement to the extent of 
reducing the percentage from 33 to 23. That was 
the whole qnalification he mn,de as far as his state
lllent in regard to tbe Irish wn,s concerned. Now 
they had the opportunity of criticising the A gent
General, and this was the proPer time to do so. He 
felt sore that Sir Horace Tozer, who owed his 
first election to this Ch,mber to the Irishmen of 
Gym pie, and who now represented this colony in 
London, should have gone out of his way to 
insult the Irish ]•eople in Quec~nsland, and he 
thought it was the duty of the Government to 
reprimand Sir Hnr8.ce T"zer, who was a public 
servant. If any public 0fficer in this colony had 
made such a statement he wonld soon have been 
brought to book by the Governmen1, and he 

could not understand their silence in this case. 
If the Government we· re not prepared to say 
they would call upon Sir Horactl Tozer t0 mn,ke 
an explanation or an apology, he was prepared 
to go so far as to test the feeling of the Con;
mittee b:v n oving a reduction in the salary of S1r 
Horace Tozer. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWA1'll: He may 
never have Raid i1. 

Mr. McDONNELL : What was the use of 
talking? Did he not make a statement and 
then write to the London Times qualifying the 
statement? The qualification that he gave had 
bet-n read r·y the hem. member for Cairns from 
the B1isbane Telegraph. The wire from London 
appearr-i in the Telegraph some wet•ks ago. . 

The PREMIER: We have not got any date tort 
yet. 

Mr. McDONNELT~: The hon. gentleman 
wanted all the particuln,rs. Surely he must 
believe, c>xcept he db believed all the other wires 
that appeared from time to time in the Press, 
that the statement was made. It was reported 
in several of the papers when the ,tat ement was 
first made, and that part of the denial appeared 
as a cable from London some weeks after. He 
coURidered that the Government in this matter 
should take some action, because he could assure 
them that it wa" looked upon as a wanton inbUlt 
to the Irish people. He considered it was the 
duty of members, particularly in discussing the 
action of that official, to resent anything on his 
part of that nn,ture. He would do so, and 
unless there was some ,,~tisfactory explanation 
on the part of the Government he was prepared 
to go so for as to move a reduction in the salary 
of the Agent-General as a protest against the 
imnlt. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: The hon. gentleman 
said that Sir Horace Tozor had insulted the Irish 
people of the colony, becanse hE said a large pro
portion of them would object to the contingent 
g-oiug to South Africa. If that hon. gentl,~man 
considered it was a degrading and unjustifiable 
thing to oppose the contingeut going, then 
Sir Horace Tozer insulted thA Irish people; but 
se,ing tbat the hon. gentlc>rnan himself oppos' d 
the contingent going, an cl every other member of 
that party oppo,ed io going--

Mr. GLA~SEY : That is not true. 
Mr. J. HA \IILTON : They knew perfectly 

well that the hem. gentlemen did. Look at 
Hansa>·d. Look at the speecheco. They knew 
that the leader of the Opposition opposed it. 
They knew what he said. They knew that the 
principal members on that side opposed it. Did 
they regard their conduct in doing so as dis
graceful and degrading? If they did not, why 
should they comider it insulting to state tbao 
others would do exactly what the members on 
the Labour side h"d done. He really could not 
see how they, of all others, could object to what 
Sir Horace Tnzer said, and characterise his state
ment a• an insult, se-eing that a large number of 
the Labour party were actually guilty of that 
conduct themselves. 

The PREMIER : R"ally, too much had bec>n 
made of tl•e affair. If he had conceived the 
stat~ment in question to be a wanton insult to 
any portion of their fellow-colonists, he should ab 
once have taken it up and demanded a retraction 
of anything which wonld convey an insult. His 
attention was not dmwn to it until the House 
met, and then the time had really passed for 
t"king official notice of it. He knew that Sir 
Ht'rac'l Tozer had written to severNl members of 
the Ministry explaining in cmmection wit!; it. 

JYir. GrvENS: It wants a lot of explanatiOn. 
The PRBM.IER: He had written private 

letters to Ministers in which he had explained 
what he had done, and put it in such a light that 
he never intended to insult in any way any of 
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their fellow-colonists. If the same thing had 
been addressed to Scotchmen, Englishmen, or 
Welshmen he (the Premier) should just have 
treated it in the same way. They were attach
ing a great deal too much importance to the 
matter, which he certainly did not approva of. 
He thought that what Sir Horace had said was 
very indiscreet ; but there wPre times '-'hen it 
was as well, perhaps, to pass over these matters 
and not attach undue importance to them. To 
magnify them would be a great mist;tke. They 
knew that Sir Horace Tozer-although he might 
have said this, and although his tongue might 
have run away with hi; good >ense-wa,s a man 
who would be the last to offer any offence to a 
very large section of this colony. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

The PREMIER : Especially a section with 
whom he was always on remarkably good terms 
and had bad the very highest regard and respect 
for. 

MEMBERS on the Government side :· Hear, 
hear! 

'l'he PREMIER : He was sure that if there 
was a plebiscite of the Irishmen of this cnluny 
called to pronounce judgment on that expre•.sion 
in the light of it being an insult to them, they 
would at once acquit him of any such intention. 
He regretted that the m~tter had. been brought 
up in this way. In private correspondence with 
Sir Horace Tuzer, he bad deprecated his using 
s~ch ambiguou_s expressions; but, at the same 
ttme, to make It the subject of official correspon
dence or censure, would be to attach undue 
importance to it. Viewing it in the li"ht of an 
indiscretion on his part, he (the Premier) dwught 
they ha.d far better let the m'ttter drop. 

Mr. DA WS00;: The Premier ha.d admitted 
that the Agent-General had allowed his tongue 
to run away with his judgment. 

An . HONOURABLE MEMBER : Like your own 
sometimes. 

Mr. DA \VSON: As a matter of fact he had 
made some remarks in that Chamber not so long 
ago; but what bad the hon. gentleman and his 
friends done ever since? They had not only 
done their level best to publish those remarks 
thr~1Ughout the Press that they had command 
of m the colony ; but had gone further ar;d tried 
to magnify and misrepresent. ' 

Mr. DuNS~'ORD : Distort. 
Mr. DA WSON: They had distorted and mis

rf:'presented in the most outrageous man11er. 
Now when one of the hon. member's own 
officers had committed something of the same 
indiscretion that he committed-in fact, much 
worse--

The TREASURER : You admitted you com
mitted an indiscretion not very long ago. 

Mr. DA WSON: He admitted it w:ts an indis
cretion in this respect .. 

The TREASl'RER: Don't qualifv it. 
Mr. DA WSON.: No. He was going to tell 

the truth about It. \Vhen he used the term 
"indiscretinn," what he meant was that in 
endeavouring to make his point he used an 
iJlu,tration which was harsh; but the illustra
tion was true all the same, which he still stuck 
~~ . 

The TREASURER: Don't quahfy it. 
Mr. DA WSON : The hon. gentleman need not 

trouble his boots about that. He was not built 
t@at way. However, it ajJpearecl now that, if 
any harsh terms happened tn be used by memb..rs 
on this side of the House, the Pre.miPr and his 
friends were prepared to pursue them to the 
death ; but when they were user! by their own 
friends. they must forgive anrl forget, ki•s and 
make rt up. As a matter of fact, what Sir 
Horace Tozer had done was to needlessly insult 
one particular section of their colonists. 

The TREASURER : Not at all. 
Mr. DA \VSON: The hon. member for Cook 

pointed out that the hion. member for Fortitude 
Valley was against the sending of the contingent, 
and it was quite correct that he (Mr. Dawson) 
was alw against it ; but the hon. member 
mtirely missed the point of what Sir Horace 
Tozer told the people of England, not by a 
hastily-spoken word, but by deliberate writing 
to the London Time,q_ He sat down in his office 
in his cool moments, aud deliberately wrote it 
and signed his own n'lme to it. He said that 28 
per cent. of the coloni,ts of Queensland were 
going to object to the sending of the contingPnt, 
not because they believed the war was an unjust 
one, but because they were Irish and were mces
earily disloyal. That was exactly the position. 
He said there were two classe;; of people who 

would object to the sending of the 
[10 p.m.] contingent, one class who believed 

that the war was not justifiable, 
and another class, who constit.uted 23 per cent. 
of the population and were known as Irishmen, 
who would object to it because they were dis
loyal. He (Mr. Da\OVson) still objected to the 
seudmg 'Jf the conth,gent to South Africa, and 
though he had not offered a prayer for a long 
time, yet. if he thought that by offering a prayer 
to-night he could get the "Cornwall" stranded 
on soi:no ishnd so that the contingent could not 
re:wh S,mth Africa, he would willingly offer that 
prayer. Sir Horace Tozer bad distinctly insulted 
their Irish fellow-colonists by informing the 
British public in cold blond that merely becrtuse 
they \Vere Irishmen they were nece•sarily dis
loyal, and would object to the sending of the con
t.inf!ent tn South Africa on that ground alone. 
<> l\lr. GIVENS: The hon. member for Cook 
had stated that on ac~rtain occasion when cheers 
w<'re called for Her Majesty the Queen in that 
H"u"e, he (Mr. Givens) kept his hat on. As a 
matt.er of bet, while he had l•een in the House
and he had been present at every sitting sinee 
the session commenced-be had never at any 
time· hearo cheers called for the Qneen in that 
Hou8e. Directly the Speaker had left the chair, 
that Chamber was no rnr<re the House than the 
lobby or the balcony outside, and be should like 
the hon. member when he made a charge like 
that to be accurate. 

Mr. J. HAii!ILTON : It was in the House. The 
Sp. aker had not left the chair; members were 
in their seats. 

JYlt-. GIVEKS: It was in th;,t Chamber, but 
the bon. member distinctly said it was in the 
House. V\'ben cheers for her Majesty wer·e 
pr0perly c·LllPd for members might be expected 
to give them, but when any political huttoner 
chose to advertise hisloyolty, which no one knew 
of unless it w<ts advertised, by c1lling for cheer•, 
it was not in consonance with the dignity of a 
cool-hPaded man to throw up his cap and shriek 
him~elf hoarse on an occasion of that kind. 

'l'he CH.'\.IUMAN : I cannot see what the 
hon. member's remarks have to do with the ques
tion before the Committee. 

Mr. GIVENS : He contt>nded that \\hen a 
distinct char"e was made against him--

The CHAIRMAN: I have allowed the hon. 
member time to refute the charge, and he cannot 
further continue the dhcnssion of that subject. 

Mr. GIV.B;KS would not purBue that line of 
argnment further on the present occasion, but 
would probably take an opportunity of doing so 
at some future time. He wished to again 
emphasiRe the fact that not only the representa
t.i ves of the Irish race in that Chamber, l>ut also 
the T rish race ouuide the Chumber in all parts 
of the count.ry, most seri<•usly resented the gross 
and wanton insult which had been hurled at 
them hy Sir Horace Tozer, who was a public 
servant paid to represent in London, not merely 
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one gectiou or one nationality in the community, 
but the whole community and every nationality 
in Queensland. Being a paid public servant it 
was extremely bad taste on his part to w,mtonly 
in~ult the whole of one nationality in the com
munity, and his utterance was calculated to exeite 
J•acb,l bittc:rnf'.;;~, and engender national antitJa
th ies and hatreds. It was one of the mo:'t injurious 
uttemnces th<>t had ever been rnadA by any man 
in the pobiti· m of Agent-General, or any other 
public pcJshion in the colony. Of all things they 
wanted good feeling to exist among all the 
colonists, no matter what their nationality might 
be, and llis experience bad been that, except on 
occasions of that kind, there had been tbP utmost 
good feeling between all sections and all nation
alities composing the community of Queens
land. The Pretllier had sccid that the utterance 
had been ma,]e too much of; hut not being an 
Iriohmnn it did not appeal to the bon. gPntleman 
with the same force as it did to him (Mr. 
Giveno) and hie fellow-countrymen in Queens
land. The insult was one which should not go 
without a reprimand. The Premier had stat~d 
that, in private correoponrlence, he had told Hir 
Horace Tozer that the remark was indiscreet. 
But hon. members did not want to know what 
the hon. gelltleman had done in his private 
corresponclence; they wanted to know whether 
he had thought fit in his public and offici"l cm-r•·s
pondence with the Agent-General to reprimand 
Sir Horace Tozer for hi,; indiscreet utter.mce. 
The fact that the Premier might or might not 
have expressed disapproval in a private letter 
was nothing, becctu>e he, in his priv~tte capacity, 
was no more than he (Mr. Givens) was. \Vhat 
they wanted to know was whethc·r the Premier, 
repres.;nting th8 eol<>ny, would c.tl! upon Sir 
I-Iora~~e Tozer for an explanal ion. Tha Irit4h 
people in Queensland had been insultPd, and the 
public officer who pre~mm·d to insult. them 
sh•mld be officiaily reprimanded. 'I'he Premier 
admitted that that h•,d nnt been done, and if he 
did not clo it, he failec! in his duty. If an 
amendment on the vole was moved, be should 
give it his most hearty support. 

1\lr. McDONNELL regretted that th<' ex
planation of the Premier war;: not tnore sati:-;fac
tory, so tlmt he would be justified in withdrawing 
the ame:tdment. The hem. gentleman had said 
that in private correspondence Sir Horace Toz. r 
had made an ·explanation. The statem,nt had, 
howewr, b.en made publicly, and a putllic 
retraction was necAssary. There was no use in 
Sir Horace Tozer writing to his private friends 
and explaining the statement away. The demand 
was for a public retraction, and if the Premier 
was prepared to a'k Sir Horace Tozer for an 
explana:.inn, and promise to Jay {;be papers on the 
table of the House, he would be satisfied. 

The PREMIER : He will see this H(msm·d, and 
that will doubtless elicit some reply. 

Mr. McDONNBLL: If the hon. gentleman 
resented anything of tbat nature, then be should 
do the proper thing, and call upon Sir Horace 
Tozer for an explanation or retraction. That 
was his duty. The hon. member for Cook, in 
trying to justify Sir Horace Tozer, se med to 
imply that the Irish people were so densely 
ignorant that they did not know the difference 
between a compliment and an insult. 

Mr. J. HA~!ILTON : Do not put words into my 
mouth that I rlid not use. 

Mr. McDO:'iiNELL: The hon. member 
practically Haid that his (Mr. McDonnell'h) vote 
on the matter of the Transvaal contingent was a 
justification of the statement made by Sir 
Hurr.ce 'rozer. 

Mr. J. HA:l!ILTON : I did not. Quote my 
words. 

Mr. McDO~NELL: What were the facts? 
The statement of Sir Horace Tozer was made 

three months befnre the contingent question ever 
came on. The statement was made last July in 
London; it was r.ublishetl throughout the 
British Islands in the principal pape1 s, and 
cu,hled out here. What "as the use, therefore, 
of the hon. mc•mber, by a side wind, trying to 
justify Sir Horace Tozer, and telling them that 
be was simply paying a compliment to the Irish 
people? 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: Do not put words into my 
mouth that I never used. 

Mr. McDON~ELL: He was stating prac'i
cally what the hon. gentleman had s«id. He 
might say that personally he had not a word to 
say "gainst Sir Horace Tozer. He believed that 
as Agent-General he was a good officer, but in 
this case he had overstepped the bounds of 
reason and duty. He went quite out of his way 
to make a statement which was resented 
steongly in this colony, and particularly in the 
city of Brisbane, hy the Irish people. He 
thought they ought to have a promise from 
'ohe Premier that he would demand an explana
tion and a retraction of the statement. That 
was not asking the hon. gentleman to do any
thing unreasonable or unfair, anrl. it was neces
sary in view of the serious statement of a gentle
rrum holding such a high position as Agent
General. 

Mr. FISHER (Gympie) had just a few words 
to say, though not in rei a ion to the Irhh people. 
The statement of Sir Horace Tt,zer was not m,ly 
an insult to the Irish members of that Chamber 
and to Irishmen outside, but it was calculated to 
retard the best intere,ts of the colony in London. 
The Agent-Generctl was sent home to represent 
Queen>land as a wealthy colony, with a popula
tion tlmt WitS not only loyal but industrious, and 
who desired to work together for its best 
interests, but instead of doing that he embraced 
the firet opportunity-either from spite, or malice, 
or ill-will-to injure the intere<ts of the colony. 
Supposing the people in Great Britain believed 
Sir Horace Tozer-which happily they did not
that 25 per cent. of the population were dis
affected, what would be the effect of that on the 
gr~tnting of loar1s in the future? He was sure 
that they would not get them on as favourable 
terms as heretofore. He held that if the Premier 
refused to deman•i a retraction and apology he 
would utterly fail in his duty and be unworthy 
to hold his present of!!ce. 

Mr. AN NEAR: Anyone would think to see 
the excited state which hon. members had worked 
themselve,, into that !hey were on the eve of a 
general election, but such was not the case>. The 
hon. member for Fortitude Valley said that Irish 
people throughout the colony resented the words 
used by Sir Horace Tozer. Then the Irish 
people must be within the walls of that Chamber, 
because be believed that no true Irishman would 
for a moment he·lieve that Sir Horace Tozer ever 
de-·ired to insult the Irishmen of Queensland. 

Mr. McDoNNELL: I have as good an oppor
tunity of judging what the Irish people think as 
you have. 

Mr. AN NEAR: The hon. gentleman took 
upon himself to repre>ent the Irish people of 
Queen-land, but be would guarantee that he had 
ten times the numl er of friends among the 
Irish people that the hon. membPr had, and he 
did not believe t,hey took what had been said in 
an offensive sense. 

Mr. McDoNNELL : They are very fine fellows 
at election times. 

Mr. ANN' EAR: He had known for thirty-five 
years the greatest Irishman living in Queens
l"nd, and was sure be woulcl not make so much 
of what had been said. He was as good an 
Irishman as the hon. member for ]fortitude 
Valley. 



782 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

Mr. McDOXNELL : I thought you were a 
Cornish man. 

Mr. A:"<NEAR: He contended that Sir 
Horace T,,zer would not for a moment insult 
their Irish fellow-colonists J,y r.ct, word, or deAd. 

Mr. McDoNNELL: He has olready dune it. 
Mr. CALLAN: He mm lie by the yat d. 
Mr. ANNE.\R: Sir Horace Tozer referred to 

the Irish section of the population who believed 
in Home Rule. 

Mr. 1fcDoNNELL: No. 
Mr. ANNEAR : The hon. member might no• 

know, but he could tell him that Sir HoraceTozcr 
married the daughter of one of t.he most distin
gui.-hed Irishmen who ever lived in QL!eensland. 

Mr. McDoNNELL: That is nothing. 
Mr. AN NEAR: He was certain that the 

Irishmen of \Vide Bay, and indeed all over the 
colony, knew that they had no better friend than 
Sir Horace Tozer, tne present Agent-Geueral. 

Mr. McDoNNELL : All the more shame to him. 
Mr. CALLAN: ]'{ onsense ! Talk some sense ! 

Talk about Cornwall; you know more about It 
than you do about Ireland. 

Mr. ANNEAR was ail proud of Cornwall as 
the hon. member, or the hon. member for Forti
tude Valley, were proud of Ireland; but they 
were all Queenslanders. Ho,d the hon. member 
for J<'ortitude V alley remained in Ireland, and 
had he CMr. Annen) rcmrtined in Cornwall, they 
would have live~ Jivps of obscurity; hut they 
had come to the free colony of Queensland, under 
the British fi,g, where they were both re,;p•· cted 
by their felluw-colonists, and where they lmd 
been elected members of that House. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! 
Mr. ANNEAR did not want to be out of 

order, but he said in all friendship that he wa< a 
Queenslander, and knew no section of the com
munity--

Mr. McDoNNELL: Excer,t at election times. 
Mr. ANNEAR said at all times. He had 

employed thousands of men in this Cc)lnny, and 
no man could every say that he had asked him 
his nationalitv. The man who could work was 
the man for him. He trusted they would all be 
Queenslanders, and that tho·'e irritating qnestions 
would not he raised in the Chamber. No man 
respect•'d Irishmen more th"n he did. He was 
going to make a" bull." He was ahout to say 
that hb wife was an Irishman. She was the 
daughter of an Irish family, which was highly 
respected in that portion of the colony. In fact, 
he had no better friends in the colon v than 
Irishmen. The question had been raised for 
electioneering purposes, and there was no need 
for it, because there was no election coming off, 
so far as he knew. 

Mr. DA WSON: It had been sought by the 
hon. member for :Fortitude Valley to get a 
statement from the l'remier as to his intention 
to eali upon Sir Horace Tozer, who represented 
the colony of Queensland in L•mdou, to give 
some explanation or to make a retraction of the 
insulting words he had used against a large 
section of t',e people nf Queensland. Any 
private letter that Sir Homce Tozer n:ight send 
to a friend in this colony was not a sufficient ex
planation of the deliberate insult th"t he ha.d 
offered to the Irish people. The bon. member 
for Maryhorongh might protest with that sten
torian voice of his, and wh,irl his arms like 
windmills. 

Mr. ANNEAR : You used yours to some c·xtent 
last night. In fact, you pumped yourself out, 
while I can keep it going. 

Mr. DA WSON: He tried to put idt>:ts into the 
hun. member's head, as he knew he was poverty
stricken in that direction. 

The CHAIRMAN: 'l'he hon. member is out 
of order in using language that will be offensive 

to hrm. membero. I would call the bon. mem 
her's attention to Standing Order 112, which 
stys-

A member shall not digress from the subject-matter 
under discu~siou, or comment upon expressions used by 
aUfJther member in a previon~ debate of the same ses
sion; and ail imputations of improper motives, and all 
personal reflections, shall be deemed highly disorderly. 

!\Jr. DA WSON was just telling the truth. 
At any rate, he was not aware that he h<td used 
any offpnsi ve expre~sions. rrhe hon. member 
for Marybnrough h•.d smilr d v.ith delight at 
what he had said. The hrm. member might rise 
and use his lusty lungs, and give them to under
stand that he was a friend of Irishmen, and 
that Inshmen were friends of his; but that W'1S 
not the qu··etion before the Committee at all. He 
certainly believed the hon. member had friends 
among Irishmen. He respected them, and they 
rPSf•ected him, but the que;tion they were dis
cussing Wed the unwarrantable inmlt that had 
been offered to Irish colonists by the Agent· 
General in London. 

The PREMIEl\ : lilfhat you are doing is stone· 
walling. 

Mr. DA \VSON: What they were doing was 
not stone.walling at all. "What the hon. gentle
man might do was to immediately accede to the 
veey reasonahle request of the hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley, and do his duty as Premier 
of the colony by calling up<m the Agent-General 
to make some explanation or retraction of the 
words that he had used against the 23 per cent. 
of the colonists of Queensland who h:tppened to be 
Irish. If the hnn. gentleman was not willing to 
do that, they wanted to know the reason why. 
There was nothing th:1t he knew of to induce Sir 
Hnrace Tozer to rnake that gratuitous attack
that vile a.ttack-on theirfdlow-colonists who hap
pened to be l!ishmen. Surelyt< goodness the wave 
of jingoism had not gone that far that they were 
going to protect everybody who unwarrantably 
insulted ~uch a large number of the people of 
Queen,land ! The statement was unmistakable? 
It was not an accidental reference. It was 
in no way in reply to an interjection. It 
was something that had been deliberately done 
-written--sent to the leading- newspaper of the 
world, over the signature of their Agent-General. 
He was particu'arly careful to make it pointed. 
He pointed out that there were two classes of 
peo1•le in Queensland who might object to the 
conting-ent going-1 he one clas" consisted of 
those people who. did not believe in interft·ring 
in Imperial di.,putes, and the other consisted of 
the 23 per cent. of the people who objected 
because they were hish. At the very least the 
Premier should afford protection to the large 
number of people in the colony who happened to 
hail from Ireland. If the hon. gentleman would 
not take the very reasonable conr~e of demanding 
an expl:wation or a retraction from the Agent
General, h·· counselled the hon. member for 
]'ortitude Valley to emphasise his protest by 
moving a small reduction in the salary of the 
Ager•t-General. 

Mr. PLUNKETT (Anert): The speeches of 
the last hour would have been.as well left unsaid. 
He would not offer any apology to any person 
for the remarks he was going to make. He 
believed that the remarks made hy the hon. 
member for C:1irns, the hon. member for Forti
tude Valley, and the le,,.der of the OppoRition 
were pretty warm. He (Mr. Piunkett) neYer 
considered what Sir Horace Tozer had said as an 
insnlt, but he knew very W"ll that a great many 
of his fellow-countrymen did consider it as an 
insult. They thought it unwarranted on the 
part of the Agent-Geneml to sing1e out their 
nationality, but if Rir Horace Tozer were in 
Queensland he believed that neither the Premier 
por any Minister could compel him to make us~ 
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of the words he had used in England. No man 
could he a bet.tcr friend to the Irish in Queens
land than Sir Horaee Tozer. 

:i\lr. GrvENS : ·when he wanted their votes. 
Mr. PLUNKETT: He would not say "when 

he wanted their votes." No m11n could be 
kind<>r to thr. Irish, and even gr••ater kindness 
was shown by Lady Tuzer. He beliL~ved-as the 
le"der of the Opposition had suggested-that 
ji>-goism had got hold of Sir Horace Tozer, and 
he thought that he harl need those words for the 
purpose of plea,ing some people in England. If 
he had been in Que•nsl~nd, he wonld never have 
•aid. it. No kinder-hearted man could be found, 
but at th same time he believed that the 
demand of the bun. member for :Fortitude Valley 
was a reasonable nne. The Agent-Uen8ral \V~S 

patd £1,500 to attend to the bnsi
[10·30 p. m.] ness of the colony, and he should do 

his bc-;t for all nationalities. He 
thought the Chief S crbtary might accede to t.he 
request of the hon. member for Fortitude Valley, 
and endeavour to gflt some explanation from Sir 
Horace T .. zer regarding his statements. He did 
not believe in these Jebates with regard to 
nationality. 

HoNOUHABLE 1v1EMBEHS : Hear, hear! 
Mr. PLUNK.!<~ TT: They were all QueE'ns

landerB. 
An HoNOl'RABLE MElllBEH : All Anstralians. 
Mr. PLUNKETT: He was a Queenslander 

all the way, and he tht:ugh" that all racial and 
religious difficulties should be left alone. The 
remarks rw.de by hon. members only went to 
slww that the request made wa3 a n-:>t~ouable 
uue. 

The PREMIEit: He had already stated thut 
he was nut in sympathy >Vith the expressions 
made use of by Bir HLmu·.: Tozer. They were, 
in his opinion, exceedingly indiscreet ; but he 
refused to be dicta\ed to by hon. mcmbers on 
the other sid~ as to what course he should l>Ursue 
in the m:>tter. He would vindicate as far as 
p/Jssible the honour of the colony alld the honour 
of all sec!.i<lBS of its cil iz"ns, but he declined to 
be dictated to as to the form in which it should 
be done. 

.Mr. CALLAN (Fitzroy) said he was an Iri,h
man heart and soui, but he did not thiok the 
Committee should be led away with such trivi
alities. 'With regard to Sir Hor"ce Tozer, he 
had not the least resrect for hirn. He had 
known th<>t gentleman for many years, and he 
did not give that [snapping his fingen] fur whr<t 
h0 said. He was prepared to lay on the table 
a pamphlet publit<hHd about fifteen years ago 
by Mr. Knox D'Arcy, containing statem .nts 
which, if untrue, would have enabled Sir Horace 
(then Mr.) Tozer, to have obtained a verdict for 
perhaps £50,000 damages. Irisi·men who paid 
any attention to what Sir Hurace Toz.•r said 
were very poor Irishmen indefd. He did not 
regard anything that th.tt gentleman said. 

Mr. GrvENS: But he is the official agent of the 
colony. 

IIIr. CALLAN; The people know all about 
tha.t. Wh:tt he "aid might affect people wh,, 
did not know him, but b,• (Mr. C·dhm) knew him 
too well. But it was not wurth the while of the 
Committee bothering about any st,tements of 
Bir Horace Tuzer with re,;ard to Irishmen or 
anything of thai; sort. 

lVIr. PETRIE (Toombul): He had heard the 
several speechPs delivered, but he did not think 
Sir Horace T<,zer intended to cast a, slur on 
Irishmen, as the hon. member for Fortitude 
Vitlley triAd to make out. Perhaps he might be 
wrong. He was one of numerous others in Bris
bane who gave Sir Hor,we Tozer a send-off. 
There was a grtctt difficulty in getting the picnic 

up, because there was a half-fi,ood in the river, 
but they got up an entertainment for him and 
presented him with an illuminated address. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. gentle
man's remarks h 've nothing to do with the vote 
before the Committ• e. 

Mr. PETRIE: He was talking about the 
Agent-General, and he felt very sore on the 
1•oint, because after all the trouble that had been 
taken, and after he had written a letter to Sir 
Horace, he had not the courte-;y to reply. No 
doubt he was too busy in the old country to 
attend tn it. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. mem
ber is not in order dealing with a private matter. 

Mr. PKl'RIE: He had always stuck up for 
Sir Horace Toz,,r, but he thought that if Bir 
Hor.,ce had been here, the ex-leader of the 
Labour ]lart.y would have heen one of the mem
bers of the 11iuistry. He believed that Sir 
Horace Tozer's intentions were good, and a lot 
that had been said was in direct contravention 
of his wishes. But he was sorry that he had 
not replied to his letter. 

'l'he CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem
ber is not in order in referring to a private 
matter. 

Mr. PETRIE: Perhaps he might have been 
wrong; but he sairl that when hon. members 
opposite abused Sir Horace Tozer for what they 
thought was a grievance, he {Mr. Petrie) did 
not abu,e that gentleman thuugh he had a 
greater grievance. He did not believe the 
ex-leader of the Opposition would abuse Sir 
Horace Tozer, because those gentlemen were in 
acuord with one another, and if Sir H01ace 
Tozer had remained here and formed a Govern
ment the hon. memher for Bundaberg would 
have been one of the Cabinet. 

Mr. DAWSOK: He might state that the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley was perfectly 
sati.~fied with the last statement made by the 
Premier. He could assure the Premier that 
there had been no intention during the di"cuBsion 
to dictate to him in any wa.y. 

The Tr<EASUHEH : The member for Cairns 
insisted. 

Mr. DA WSON: Ther'' had been no attempt 
at dichtion, but obey wanted some redress for a 
genuine grievance, and if half.an-hour before the 
Premier had made the statement he had made 
recently, the matter would have been dropped 
then. 

Mr. GLASSEY had not the slightest fault to 
find with the hon. member for Toombul for what 
he had said respecti•·g him. The hon. member 
had not re"eived the letter from the Agent
General that he expected, and regarded that as 
a grievance. He was not b~~ any means anxious 
to increase the salary of the eecretary to the 
Agent-General, as he thuughL the increase pro
posed wa" absolutely unjustifiable and uncalled 
for. He took up the same position now as he 
harl taken before when that matter was before 
the Committee, and he should certainly take the 
same action. 'fhe hon. member for Toowong 
harl f<1id th.,t as others whose salarit·s had been 
retrenched in 1893 had not had them restored 
wt. en that propo-al was previously before them, 
that was a jnstific1ttion for refusing it at that 
time ; but that reaHOn did not Axist now. He 
had himself always held the opinion that £700 
was a very fair salary fur rhe position ; and be 
knew something abont living in the old country, 
and the salaries paid there. The Premier 
had told them that Mr. Dicken was a barrister
at-law, but that did not necessarily make him 
any more fit to occupy that poRition, and they 
had barristerH-at·law in this city who would fill 
the position with equal integrity and ability for 
much less than £700 a year, The question was-
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was .£700 a year "ufficient for the duties per
formed by that offic~r? He thoughG it wa,, not
withstanding the strong recommendation of the 
Agent-General. \Vith r•·spect to what had been 
said about Sir Horace Tuzer, they knew that 
gentleman had sometimes been unfortunate 
enough to make indiscreet remark•, hut they 
knew after a lengthened experience of him in 
that House that Sir Torace T"z"r had m:wy 
excellent qualities. He did not know a man 
who would more readily withdraw expressions 
made use of without calm consideration than 
Sir Horace Tozer, and no man would regret 
more than that gentleman that the people 
of the colony were taking exception to his 
remarks. \Vith regard to t3ir Horace Tozer's 
intentions in forming a Cabinet, he knew nothing 
whatever about them, and no hint had ever 
dropped from his own lips in connection with 
anythiug of thA kind so far as Sir Horace T<>zer 
was concerned. They had differed setiously on 
political matters, ,md h ::d somerimes used angry 
worde, but he could say that, so far as he was 
capable of jHdging, no man had ever filled the 
position of Home tlecretary with gre:tter ability 
or wit.h more consideration and humanity than 
Sir Horace Tozer, and he wished they had him 
to-day, in prefertnce to the ;;entleman who was 
there now. He had never known Sir Homce 
Tnzer refuse an application for assi,tance for an 
aged or sick person or a person requiring aid. 
He had been always ready and willing to render 
assistance personally and officially, aod he would 
fail in his duty if he did not say that in 
modification of some of the strong statements 
which had been made against Sir Horace Tozer. 
As he had said, he by no nHJans agreed to the 
proposed increase to the salary of the secretary 
to the Agent-General. ·with regMd to the 
inspecting engineer, he had endeavoured to get 
information as to whether Mr. Dick was really a 
fir>t-class officer or not, as far as concerned the 
special duties he had to perform. If he was a 
first-class officer certainly £600 a year was by uo 
means a sufficient remuneration. He would here 
remark that they were now on page 12 of the 
Estimate~, of which there were 115 pages 
altogether. BPsides that, there were the Snpple
mentary and Loan Estimates to be considered. 
Between now and Christmas there were only 
seven wet·kR, and if they intend<·d to get through 
them and then pase the Electoral Hefmm Bi.J 
befme Christmas-with which he •hould be per
fectly satisfied-it cuuld only be done by curtail
ing the discu.>sions as much as possible con
si,;tently with fair criticism. He would now 
move that the item " Secretary to the Agent
General, £800," be reduced by £100. 

The PREMIER said the proposed increase 
was in line with the policy of the Government 
to restore retrenched officers to their originc.l 
position. He considered th"t :Mr. Dicken had 
been kept out of his own fur the last two years. 
'When he had referred t0 Mr. Dick€n as bving a 
barrister-at-law, he did so not only to show his 
professional st,.,tus, but to imply that if that 
officer were practising in Queen8land he would 
make a great deal more than .£800 a year; and, 
if his services were required by the t3tate in his 
profts,ional capacity, he would expect a lar!Jlr 
salary. 

Mr. FISHER: You have got the hest of them
the new Crown Solicitor--for £800 a year. 

Mr. BRO\VNE : Each year that proposed 
increase had been brought before the Committee 
he had voted against it; and he intended to do 
so on the present occasion. ~ o doubt JYir. 
Dicken was an excellent police magistrate in 
Queensland, but he contended-and the point 
had not been mentioned before-th>:~t a man who 
had been living in London for fifteen or twenty 
years was not in tQuch with the present conditiQn 

of Queensland. They wanted a man in that 
office who was up to date in Queensland affai1s, 
and certainly a man who had been away so long 
could not be familiar with the conditions exi"ting 
in the colony at the present day. \Vithout 
saying anything disrespectful of Mr. Dicken, he 
would sooner give the proposed salary to a younger 
man going to London fresh from the colony 
with all the details of the colony's position 
at bis fingers' ends ; and if the Government 
would find a position for }\fr. Dicken in Queens
and commensurate with his abilitie~, and offered 

him the sdlary now propo"ed, he would not vote 
against it. Bnt he would vote against any 
increase to a man who had lived out of Queens
land for so long a time, and who was necessarily 
out of touch with the exist,ing condition of things 
here. He noticed that the Agent-General, in 
his rep:>rt, said he had to be constantly in his 
otlCce meeting people. How he could do that 
when he was in Philadelphia he (Mr. Browne) 
c.;uld not understand. The secretary to the 
Agent-Gmeral was like the Under Secretary here, 
wl1o, a.s they all knew, were the moving spirits in 
every thing that concerned their departments. 
A i\IIiniHter new to office could nnt know as much 

as the under secretary of many 
[11 p. m.] matters with which he had to deal, 

and the same remark applied to the 
Ag·ent-Geueral, who in a great many matters 
had to depend on the secretary to the Agent
General. He was going to oppose the increase, 
because 11r. Dicken had been too long in Lon
don, and the position should be occupied by a 
Queenslander who had nut b,•en long out of the 
colony. 

Mr. BOLES (Port Ourtis) : For some years 
there had been a de:-ire on thA part of the Go
vernment to incren.He this vote, and he had 
hitherto opposed the increase, not because he did 
nnt think Mr. Dicken was worth the money; 
because he had personal knowledge of that gentle
man wh~n he was police magistrate at Charters 
Towers, and knew that he was as good a public 
servant as it was possible to hl'>ve; but on the 
pdnciple that the Government should begin by 
giving increases to tbe lower paid officers. Now 
that incr,,ases were being given to many of the 
lower paid officers, and they had already agreed 
to an increase of £100 to the salary of Mr. 
Dutton, he did not see why he should oppose this 
increase any longer. 

Mr. G LASSEY had no hesitation in justifying 
hi-; action in opposing this increa-e, and support
ing the increase to Mr. Dutton. There was no 
man in the colony or out of it more severely 
taxed than Mr. Dntton, and had there been 
opp•>sitiun he would hctve gone for the increase 
to Mr. Dmton's salary. He did not question 
the ability of Mr. Dicken, but in his opinion 
.£700 was sufficient for the office. But consider
ing the enormous amount of work-delicate, 
difficult, pri•.ate and confidential work-Mr. 
Dutton had to perform, he did not think that 
gentleman was paid even at .£700 a year. No 
man, unless he was an exceptionally strong man, 
conld keep on long working at the high pressure 
Mr. Dutton was now working at, and had been 
working at for the last few years. 
* Mr. LESIN A (Olermont) said that one of the 
n1ost extraordinary arguments advnnced in 
favour of the inerease was that Mr. Dicken was 
at one time an eminently satisfactory police 
magi,trate in Queeneland, and it followed that 
he must get £800 a year in London for acting as 
secretary to t3ir H<Jrace T< ·zer, who could find 
time for a refreshing. holiday in Philadelphia 
just now. It was said that because he was at 
one time a success as a pulice magistrate in 
some obscure country town, he must now receive 
a salary of .£800 per annum. To carry 
tpat argument further, beqause a man was at 
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one period a house painter and had distinct suc
cess in that line, and he dabbled in scene
painting, he should get £800 a year. There did 
not seem to be any logic in the argument. 
He thought it bad been said that because 
this gentleman at one time sentenced men to 
seven days or fined them five bob, he was 
well qualified to draw £800 a year ao secre
tary to Sir Horace Tozer. If that was the 
sort of fLtpdoodle logic which was going to 
be used for the purpooes o[ edumttion in this 
country, the sooner it engaged a •!Jecially-paid 
logician to instruct it in the elements of logic 
the better it would be for it and for the 
Tre•sury. He noticed that there was an in
crease for the best jJaid offcers-the men at 
the top of the tree. A:-; he had already ~aid, 
the fat sow was to be f11rther greased. He 
objected altogether to starting at the top of 
the tree. 'When they had to cut presently, 
where would they start ? At the boh<>m of the 
tree-with the men who were low pair!. He 
would vote for the reduction. \Vhether the 
House would carry it was a different matter. 
The Hon·oe was evidently in a good humour to 
vote increases, seeing what an imn1ense a1nount 
of we,.lth the country was possessed ot at 
present, because of the extraordin,ry financial 
ability of the Trea,;urer, and the immense 
amount of taxation imposed upon the people. 
The country was simply revelling in wealth, and 
could afford to throw it about. But the little 
men, where did they come in? Yes, there was 
actually an increase of £18 in the salary of themes
senger in the London office of the Agent-General! 
This was a record in benevolence. If the Go
vernmentwasgoingtolavish wealth on me8sengers 
in that fashion, the country would go to headlong 
ruin. There was another point he desired to 
refer to. That was that the Hon. Sir Horace 
Tozer who at one time was a :Minister in 
Queensland, and now Agent-General fpr Que~ns
land, and in receipt of a magnificent salary for 
representing this colony in London, and putting 
in ~is spare time in Philadelphia, was also to get 
an mcrease. 

The CHAIRMAN : I should like to remind 
the hon. member that there is an amendment 
moved on the salary of the secretary to the 
Agent-General, a.nd I would ask him to confine 
his remarks to that amendment. 

Mr. LESINA: He would confine his remarks 
to that; but when the amendment was disposed 
of he would deal with Sir Horace Tozer. 

Question-That the s~lary of the secretary to 
the Agent-General be reduced to £700--put; and 
the House divided :-

AYE~, 19. 
:1\-Iessrs. Dawson, Lesina, Ryland, 11. Hamilton, Kerr, 

Turley, Givens, IIardaere, Dunsford, lfcDonald, Fisher, 
l\faxwell, l\I<'Donnell, Dibley, Browne, Glassey, Jackson, 
Fitzgerald, and Jenkinson. 

NoE~, 26. 
Messrs. Dickson, Foxton, Rutledge, Philp, Dalrymple, 

~~~:;a~r;~~:~·albr~~~~~~~rlr,e~~~~~~mci~W~~.l~~~~~i. 
T. -B. Cribb, Story, Curtis, Campbell, Groom, Petrie, 
Stephenson, Tooth, and Boles. 

PAIRs: 
Ayes-xiessrs. W. Thorn, Plunkctt, Stewart, and 

Fogarty. 
:'>loes-Messrs. J. C. Cribb, o•oonnell, 3Iacldntosh,and 

Smith. 

Qaestion resolved in the negative. 
Mr. DA WSON (Charters Tmvc1·s) noticed that 

there was an incrense of £300 in the salary of 
the inspecting engineer. The Premier, wh~n 
moving the vote, stated that that officer received 
£800 per annum prior to 18!)3, but that he was 
then red need to .!J300 a year and g-iven the right 
of private practice. He would like to know if 

1899-3c" 

the hon. gentleman could in any way show that 
the work performed by that officer was worth 
£600 a year to the colony. 

The PREMIER: 'l'he hon. member must 
have been absent earlier in the evening when be 
fully stated the reasons which had indnced the 
Government to alter the status of that officer. 
JI/Ir. Nisbet, who had rec.•ntly come to the c0lony 
to take up the position of chief mechanical 
engineer to the Railway Department, was re
(]nested when in London to f11rnish a report on 
the working of the inspecting engineer's depart
ment. That gentleman had made a long report 
on the subject, and he (t.he Premier) had read it 
to the Committee. It showed that the average 
value of material on account of the Government 
passed under review by the inspecting engineer 
during the past two years was £135,000. 

Mr. DAWSON: How much of it has been con
demned after it has arrived here? 

The PREMIER was not aware that any of it 
had been condemned. But in addition to that 
material on account nf the Government there was 
a quantity which had been inspected on account 
of local contractors, representing about £21,000 
per annum. Mr. Nisbet pointed out that if the 
Government were to employ a firm of consulting 
engineers to inspect that material their charge 
would be 2~ pe~ cent., and that charge on£150,000 
would be considerably over £3,000 per annum, 
whereas the whole expense to the colony at the 
increased salary to the inspecting engineer, in· 
cludingtravelling expenses, additional inspectors, 
etc., would not amount to more than £1,200 or 
£1,500 a year. He had not heard that Mr. Dick 
bad been deficient in his work, and Mr. Nisbet 
strongly recommended that he should be paid an 
increased sa!ary, and not be allowed private 
practice, but be required to devote his whole 
attention to the work ,,f his office. Of course 
they could quite understand that Mr. Dick 
having been so long in the Government service, 
and not having had an opportunity to establish 
a professional connection, would be likely to fill 
the office at a smaller remuneration than a man 
from outside who had obtained distinction in his 
profession. He thought the proposed arrange
ment was a good one, and hoped it would be 
approved by the Committee. 

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon): The Premier had 
stated that he was not aware that any material 
pas,ed by the inspecting engineer had been con· 
demned. The Agent-Gefieral in his annual report 
stated that be had "to represent the various 
departments of the Executive Government of the 
colony in all matters specially referred by them 
to me, which this year have included the arbitra
tion in connection with the 'c,,_suarina' dredge; 
negotiations for the settlement of the disputes 
connected with the &teamer 'Premier."' There 
was no doubt that if they bad to pay commis
sion for the inspection of material, it would cost 
the colony a gt·eat deal more than it did to pay 
an inspecting engineer a regular salary, but it 
was a question whether the cost of the arbitra
tion in connection with the " Oasuarina" and of 
the settlement of the di8putes connected with the 
"P~emier" would not cost the colony a great deal 
m<Jre than if they had paid commission to a com
petent man to supervise that work. 

The PREMIER : These are two distinct things ; 
they arise out of a contract. 

Mr. BROWNE : The hon. gentleman stated 
earlier in the evening, in reply to an interjection, 
that the inspecting enf~ineer would have to inspect 
the dredges supplied by Mr. Lindon Bates ; and 
he would like to know, if he was not competent 
to report on matters like the " Casuarina" dredge 
and the little steamer "Premier," what oort of a 



786 [ASSEMBLY.] QuEstions. 

report he would make on a new style of dredges 
like those supplied by Mr. Lindon Bates? He 

did not want to delay discusHion ; 
[11'30p.m] but when Sir Horace Tozer showeri 

that there were no less than two dis
putes on hand which had cost the colony a lot of 
money, then he could not understand the explana
tion which had been given by the Premier. 

The PREMIER was surprisPd at the hon. 
gentleman raising such a discussion. They might 
have the most competent engineer in the world 
superintending the construction of a rail way 
or a ship, but if there were alterations in the 
specification they naturally led to arbitration 
before payment was finally made. That had 
nothing to do with professional supervision. 
There was hardly a railway built in the colony 
over which there was not an arbitration case, 
although the Government employed highly 
skilled engineers. Exactly the same thing 
applied to dredges and other works. If there 
was any deviation fr,.m the original Rpecification 
it naturally led to arbitration for the final settle
ment. of all disputes. 

Mr. BROWNE : Will that not apply to the 
Lindon Bates dredges? 

The PREMIER: It referred simply to the 
".Casuarina" and the "Premier," and to the 
arbitration proceedings connected therewith. 
One was a professional matter and the other a 
commercial matter. 

Mr. LESINA: No doubt Queensland should 
be congratulated on its remarkable luck. It 
seemed that this country was served hy patriotic 
persons who could earn ten times as much if 
they would only leave the service of the Queens
land Government. He did not believe that 
kind of rot. He did not believe those per
sons served the. colony out of pure patriotism, 
and when the Premier talked such a lot of 
tommy-rot he must be under the impression 
that he was talking to a lot of fools or school
bays. He did not believe that the person who 
worked for £300 a year did so simply on 
account of the notoriety which he gained by 
being connected with Sir Horace Tozer in his 
London office, when by going outside the service 
he could earn £3,000 a year. And yet that was 
precisely what the hon. gentleman stated. The 
Premier had given no satisfactory reason why 
the person who could earn £3,000 a year in com
miesions was willing to serve the colony f,,r 
£600 a year. The man must he a remarkable 
.person indeed who would stay in the public service 
if he could earn more money outside of it. Those 
persons were very seldom indeed met with in 
everyday life, and in his experience he did n•Jt 
know of one man who would leave a job where he 
got big wages to take a job where he only got small 
wages. But it seemed that this country was 
overrun with patriots of that de,cription who 
would take £600 a year instead of £3,000, merely 
for the pleasure and honour of serving the 
Government. There was more behind that vote 
than appeared on the surface, and not being in 
the secrets of the Government they could only 
make a guess at the reason which had actuated 
them in increasing the salary of the inspecting 
engineer from £300 to £600 a year. It had 
been said by the Premier that 'it was easily 
understandable that a man of high capacity 
might join the service of the colony, and be 
willing to accept £600 a year, first because 
of the public notoriety attaching to the posi
tion, and, secondly, because of the business 
connection he would e8tablish : but was it 
reasonable to suppose that a competent engineer, 
a competent professional man in the city of 
London, could not earn more than £600 a 
year, and that because of the business con
nection and the notoriety attaching to the 
position he r;referred rather to remain in the 

service of the Government? In his opinion he 
joined the service because he thought he could 
make more in it than out of it, and iL resolved 
itself into thi", that if he was a competent man be 
could make more outside of the Government 
service than in it, and if he was incompetent then 
be had no business to be in the employ of the Go
vernment as inspecting engineer. And what had 
the gentleman done for his money so far? Accord
ing to the report, there had been repeated diffi
culties with respect to work undertaken for the 
Gow·.rmnent. D,·edges, boilers, and sundry other 
kinds of work which had been turned out for the 
Government had proved themselves to be magni
ficent failures, and although passed by the 
inspecting engine,er they had been rejected when 
they arrived in the colony. 

Question put and passPd. 
The House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported 

progress, and obtained leave to sit again to
morrow. 

ADJOUR~MENT. 
The PREMIER : I move that this House do 

now adjourn. The busine,;s to-morrow will be 
the Estimates, and as soon as the Chief Secre
tary's Estimates are through we shall >Lt once 
proceed to the Elections Bill. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DA WSON ( Cha1·ters Towers) : Seeing the 

Estimates are coming on to-morrow, there is 
certain correspondence which the hon. gentlema.n 
has promised to lay on the table. Will that be 
ready to-morrow? 

The PREMIER: It will all be printed in t.he 
morning. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at twenty minutes to 

12 o'clock. 




