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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

"WEDNESDAY, 23 OCTOBER, 1899. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3 
o'clock. 

PAPERS. 
The followin!l" papers, laid on the table, were 

ordered to be printed :-
Order in Council applying the provisions 

of the British Probates Act, 1898, to 
Western Australia. 

Desp&tch, dated 25.th August, 1899, trans­
mitting Order in Council respecting 
withdrawal of Montenegro from the 
International Copyright Convention. 

QUESTIONS; 
TENDERS >'OR TELEPHONE MATERIAI,. 

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders) asked the Pre­
mier--

What was the estimated value of the telephone 
material for which tenders were called by the Acting 
Under Secretary, Pol'tt and Telerrraph Department. on 
27th September, 1899? 

The PREMIER (Hon. J. R. Dickson, Bulimba) 
replied-

The estimated valne of the material referred to was 
£78 Us. 

EARTH DEPOSITED IN GOVERNl\IF::\T DOMAIN. 
Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South) asked the 

Secretary for Public vVorks-
1. By whose authority was material exm~vated from 

the Government ground in \rilliam street deposited in 
the Domain nea'C Alice str,,Jet? 

2. Is it the intention of the Gov0rnmeut to build a 
retaining-W<Ill or adopt other measures to prevent such 
material being swept into the river in the event of 
flood? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. J. Murray, No1·manby) replied-

1. The Queensland Defence Force. 
2. There is no proposal before this department. 

PRICKLY PEAR PEST. 
Mr. MOORE (Lll'urilla) asked the Secretary 

for Public Lands-
1. Do the Government intend this session introducing 

a mea~'.lre dealing with the prickly pear pest? 
2. For what purpoBe is the £5,000 mentioned in the 

Trf<%Stucr's Statement on this s:tbject to be used? 
3. Will the Jfinister lay on tbe tahle of the House the 

reports of the land c01nmissioners on the prickly pear 
pest? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. D. H. Dalrymple, LV£ackay) replied-

1. No; :pending certain experiments which are now 
being tried by the Agricnltural Department. 

2. For the purpose of tradicating prickly pear, and 
of offering a rewa-rd for the discovery of a more econ­
omicnl 1nethod of destruction than any at present 
known. 

3. Yes. 
lleports laid on table accordingly. 

INQl:IRY INTO DEATH OF LUNATIC. 
Mr. DA WSON, in the absence of Mr. 

Lesina ( Clermont), asked the Home Secre-
tary- · 

1. Was an inquiry held into the circumstances sur­
rounding the death by drowning ~t Dunwich, on 
Friday, 13th October, of a lunatic named Oh apple? 

2, If so, what was the verclict? 
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The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G. 
Foxton, Carnarvan) replied-

1. Yes. 
2. No verdict. Evidence forwarded to Department 

of Justice. 

STOREKEEPER A'!' DUN\VICH. 
Mr. DA WSON, in the absence of Mr. 

Lesina, asked tpe Home Secretary-
1. Is it a fact that the storekeeper at Dunwich has a 

store provided for him, and gets his goods from Brisbane 
carriage free. 

2. Is it a fact that he charges the inmates 50 per cent. 
more than Brisbane prices? 

The HOME SECRETARY replied-
l. Inmates of the Dunwich Asylum to whom small 

sums of money were sent from time to time used to 
order extras such fiB tea, sugar, cheese. tobacco, etc., 
through the assistant su}Jerintende.lt, from Brisbane; 
but a~ they were dissatisfied with this arrang--nnent, 
and wished to spend the money themselves, permission 
was granted to Patrick O'Shea, an inmate who had lost 
both leg-s in a railway accident, to opeu 'a small store. 
Lately tho question of this store has been reconsidered, 
and it has been decided that, as the existence of the 
store is a convenience to the inmates, O'.tlhea shall be 
allowed to carry on the same in an inP-xpensive build­
ing to be erected for the purpose, but that in future his 
transactions will be under supervision, and his prices 
shall be so regulated that he shall make a living from 
the store, and no more, and that the balance of profit 
shall be devoted to the library and amusement fund. 

2. Ko complaints have been received from inmates as 
to excessive chargt'i::l. 

PcRCHASE oF PoLICE HoRsEs. 
Mr. DAvVSON, in the absence of Mr. Lesina, 

asked the Home Secretary-
1. Is it a fact t.h~Lt the Commb:'::lioner of Poliee in 

purchasing police horses gives the preference to certain 
stations? 

2. Is it true that a mob was purchased in the Burnett 
twelve months ago for the Bulloo district? 

~· Is it a fact that a big percentage of these were 
brumbieR? 

4. Is he aware that snperior horses can be obtained 
in the Western districts of Queensland for half the 
money? 

The HOME SECRETARY replied-
1 "'0. 
2. No; but some horses were purchased from five 

different stations in the Burnett and Port Curtis 
districts, and were distributed amone-st several of the 
police stations in the colony. ,) 

3. No. 
4. No. 

PROVISIONS AND STORES FOR 
TRANSVAAL CONTINGENT. 

HoN. T. MACDON ALD - P ATERSON 
(Brisbane North) asked the Premier, without 
notice-\Vhether it is true--as I am informed­
that the victualiing stores of the s.s. "Cornwall," 
which is to convey the Queensland contingent to 
South Africa, are to he supplied, not in Briobane, 
but in Sydney or Melbourne? 

The PREMIER (Hon. J. R. Diekson, 
Bulirnba) replied: In reply to the hon. meml,er's 
question-which I regret I did not answer yester­
day, owing to the forms of the House-I have to 
say that on inquiry I ascertain that a consider· 
able portion of tbe supplies for the provisioning 
of the" Cornwall" will be obtained in Brisbane. 

Mr. KEOGH : Is that fodder? 

The PRE::\-IIER : I am not referring to 
fodder, but to stores for the maintenance of 
the troops on board. I understand that beef, 
particularly, and beer, and other things are tn be 
obtained from Queensland ; but there appears to 
be a difficulty in obtaining a sufficient quantity 
of some artJCles, such as lifebelts and other 
things, in consequence of "hich, I believe, those 
!lrticles will be obtained in Sydney; but I am 
m formed that the majority of the thin o-s are to 
he obtained in Brisbane. " 

IMPORTED FODDER FOR CONTINGENT 
TROOP HORSES. 

Mr. GROOM (Drayton and Toowoomba) asked 
the Premier, without notice-Is he able to 
inform the House of the name of the Brigade 
officer who ordered the--e 100 tons of fodder? 

The PREMIER replied : Since replying to 
the question asked ye•terday afternoon by the 
hon. member, I have b-en informed by the Com­
mandant that the officer who ordered the fodder 
was Lieutenant-Colonel Ricardo. 

ME1!BERS of the Opposition: Ah, ah! 
The PREMIER: It appears the circumstances 

aro&e in this way-if I nHty be permitted to 
enlarge in my reply-that when Lieutenant­
Colonel Ricardo visited :Melbourne he had in· 
structions to a·ccertain what was the fodder sup­
plied to the troops in Victoria, and he enlarged 
upon his commission-so I am informed-which 
was simply one of inquiry-and ordered, on his 
own re9Donsibili'y, 100 tons of compressed 
f<>dder, to be uffered to the Defence Force here, 
and, if not ace pted, he would tc1ke it on his own 
account. 

Mr. KEOGH : He ought to be disn.issed the 
service. 

The PREMIER : The supply of fod,ler lm• 
been left entirely to the Dapartrnent of Agricul­
ture. 

Mr. GROOM: 'Would the hon. gentleman have 
any objection to laying the p"1.pers in conn(~ction 
with thi' rrmtter on the table of the House? 

The PRE:YliER: Not at alL 
JYir. JENKINSON: A scandalous procePrling. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMP1'ION OF Cmfli!IT1'EE. 

On the Ord£r of the Day being read for the 
resumption of C"mmittee of Supply, 

'fhe TEEASURER (Hon. R. Philp, Tozms­
ville) said : I move that you do now leave the 
chair. 

PROYISIONING TRANSVAAL CON1'IXGEX1'. 
::\Ir. McDONALD (Frinders): Mr. Speaker,­

Before you leave the chair I think it is only right 
that we should get some information from the 
Government as to what action they are going to 
take in connection with the fodder ordered from 
Melbourne for the Transvaal conting-ent. \V e 
have just been told by the Premier that an officer 
of the Defence J<'orce exceeded the instructions 
g-iven him by his superior officer, or by the 
Government, and ordered a large supply of 
fodcler on his own account, and we do not know 
at tho present time whether the Government are 
going to compel him to pay f,n· that fodder, or 
whet her the colony is going to b,, landed in the 
expense. \Vhen we take into consideration the 
fact plac, d before us by the hon. member for 
Dravton and Toowoomba, '\fr. Groom, that there 
is plenty of foddu avaibble in the colony, I 
think it was very wrong on the part of that 
officer to take ,jt upon himself to order a htrge 
amount of focider for our hol"'es. There is 
another matter in connection with this subject 
to which I should like to c•Ji attention. It h~s 
be' n currently rumoured that Major Ricardo is 
to have power to draw orders on the Government 
up to £i'i,OOO. 

Mr. KERR: Vouchers were not fotthcoming in 
the shearers' strike>. 

The PREMIER: A most unworthy insinuation. 
Mr. McDONALD: I can deal with the ques· 

tion of the shearers' strike when the time comes. 
There are a lot of things in cmmrction with that 
strike that the Polic,, Commission should inquire 
into, but up to thP pre,,ent time no effort appears 
to have been made to inquire into them. \Ve 
cannot forget the scandalous action on the part 
of a portion of the police at that particular 
period, and there are other little things that 
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should be inquired into, not only in reference to 
the action of the [JOlic8, but also in reference to 
the action of the Government, as for instance 
the very serious offence of the burning of tapes 
in connection with the telegraph business, with 
which the Government were connected, and 
which has not been explained. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Any more revelations? 
Mr. McDONALD: From the way the hon. 

gentleman g-ot his hair off last night I thought he 
had had quite sufficient revebtions to satisfy him. 
What I want to know now is whether it is true, as 
rumoured, that Major Ricardo has been giYen a 
free hand by the Government to draw orders or 
open cheques np to the amount of £5,000. We 
have been told th>l.t the sending ofthis contingent 
to South Africa will probably cost £32,000, but 
from what we can see at the present time it is 
probably going to co:lt on to £100,000. I do not 
think anyone has the slightest notion what it will 
cost during the next six months. 

The PREmER : You don't believe in the 
expedition at all. 

.Mr. McDON ALD : Whether I believe in it 
or not, that is no reason why I should not try to 
get sufficient information to let this Hou,;e and 
the country know what it is going to cost. I ask 
now whether it is true that £5,000 has been 
placed at the dispo,Sll of Major Ricardo? 

The TREASURER (Hon. R. Philp, Towns­
ville) : The matter only came before me to-day 
as Treasurer. I was asked by the Auditor­
General, as an old army officer, to devise some 
scheme for the paym~nt of this money, and I 
may say that the vouchers for it will be forth­
conting. The Auditor-General will have to 
satiRfy himself that the vouchers are submitted, 
and are in proper order. 

:M:r. MoDONALD: It is true, then, that he has 
got the money at hiw disposJJ? 

The TREASURER: No, no one has got any 
monev yet. 

11r: McDoNALD : I mean he is going to have 
it. 

The TREASURER: There will be money 
sent to South Africa for the troops, and the 
disbursement of that money will be supervised 
by the Auditor-General. 

Mr. KEOGH (Rose1cood): I was not in the 
House yesterday when this question of the pur­
chase of fodder for the troops going to the 
Tran.~vaaJ came up, and I take this opportunity 
of informing the House that I find no fault 
with t.he Department of Agriculture presided 
over by the Hon. Mr. Chataway. Through me, 
my wife offered to the departrlJent lOO tons of 
oaten hay, but I was not in a position to have 
it pressed hydraulically. The Secretary for 
Agriculture, however, informed me that he 
thought that could be done in Brisbane. If it 
is possible that he can procure, as I know 
he can, fodder in the colony equally as good 
as ,,ny that c«n be obtained in the southern 
colonies, why should not the money which that 
will cost be expended among the people who 
have to pav the taxes? I think it was very 
wrung for :i'.Ir. Ricardo, or any other officer of 
the Defence :Force, to order fodder from Mel­
bum·ne without the sar.ction of the Govern­
ment. He did not know what fodder would be 
required, neither was he aware at the time that 
the contingen~ would be sent to the Transvaal. 
Therefore, he exceeded his duty in purchasing 
fodder in the southarn colonies, particularly 
as he was not authorised to do so by the 
Administration. I believe I am not the only 
person who has offered the Government a cer­
tain amount of fodder, which, I think, is equally 
as good as any that can be got in the southern 
colonies. I met to.day on the railway plat­
form at Ipswich, a gentleman who had sent in 
samples of fodder to the Government, and 

trom my own personal knowledge I can say 
that those samples were equally as good as any 
hay that can be obtained from the south. I 
think there should be a severe vote of censure 
passed upon Mr. Ricardo for acting in this way 
without authOl'ity, and I, for one, am prepa~ed 
to pass it. A man who takes such authortty 
upon himself has no right to be sent t? .the 
Tra.nsvaal with troops. vVe have snfhcrentJ 
pr0duce in the country to supply all requirements 
and there is no need to go outside the colony for 
it and I should be very pleased to see the state­
rdent of the Premier, carried out, and this men 
made to pay for this fodder if he ordered it. No 
matter what side of the House I was on, I 
would certainly say if a vote came forward for 
the purchase of this fodder, that if Mr. Hic~rdo 
purchased it without the sanction of the Govern­
ment, he should be made to p.~y for it. 

Mr. DAWSON: \Vhat about the quality sup­
plied by Rose wood ? 

Mr. KEOGH: vVhether it is supplied from 
Rose wood or from West More ton, the quality 
will be equal to any supplied from any other 
part of Australia. The Secretary for Agricul­
ture will bear me out when I say that some 
twenty-five tons of hay were recently purchased 
by the police from 1\Irs. Keogh, a.ud that hay 
was equal to auy sent from New Zealand. or 
Victoria. There were 100 tons n1ore behmd 
that, and if Mf". Keogh was prepared to supply 
it, or D.nyone ebe in Queensland, I ~ay "':e have 
a right to see that the supply reqmred ts pur­
ch,eed from Queensland people. We have a 
better right to the expenditure of the money 
th:m the Southern people. I see by the Courie1• 
tha.t the hon. member for Fassifern last night 
referred to the remarks of some members 
who -strenuously favoured federuti?n;-a.nd. this 
is federation to a large extent ; but tt rs a federa­
tion I do not believe in. I believe iu doing 
all we can to foster our own industries. It 
is a great deRideratum with Ministers to see 
people settled on the land and able to produce 
something from it. I do not blame the Govern­
ment in tlris matter, and I know the Secretary 
for Agriculture has done all he could to· see that 
hay was purchased from the Queensland people. 
I say that openly, for I kn_ow i~ to be a fact. ~ut 
I blame the Government m this way for allowmg 
Mr. Ricardo or any other of:licer of the Defence 
Force to vurchase fodder outside the colony, and 
I ""Y he should be marle to pay for it. I hope 
the Secretary for Agriculture will show t~at he 
is the right man in the right place, and wtll put 
his foot down and not allow Ricardo or any 
other officer to step in and purchase fodder 
without the authority of the Government. 

The PREMIER : I ask the permission of the 
House to ~orrect a otaternent I made and which 
was attributable to my want of memory of the 
ex11ct data Hupplied me. I thin!;: I stated that 
Lientencnt-Colonel Rieardo went south. 

HoNOURABLE MEliiBRRS: Hel.r, bear ! 
The PREMIER: I must withdraw that 

shtement and I will just read to the House a 
s\atemenc' of the exact position. I regret that 
my >tatement may have misled hon. members. 

Mr. DAwsox: lt is not the first time you have 
led them astray. 

The PREJYIIF.m : What General Gunter 
reports to me is this-

"\Yhen preparations were being made for the desp"tch 
of a contingent for South .AfriC'a, Lien tenant-Colonel 
Ricurdo, s.o.:~I.I., with my authority, made preliminary 
inquiries from several merchants in the city~ 
That is in Brisbr,ne, and not in the south, as I 
think I stated before-
as to the po:,~ibility of obtaining patent compres!'ed 
fodder. It a.ppeared that great difficulty was ex­
verienced in :securing' any at ~11, owit"g to the dem~nd 
for this kind of forage for shipment to South Africa, 
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and no action was authm·ised. However~ seeing that, 
and in order not to lose the opportunity which was 
impressed upon him by Messrs. Rich and Co., Lieu­
tenant-Colonel Rirardo, acting upon his own initiative, 
authorised a purchase, intending that if the Govern­
ment did not require the fodder he was to keep it him­
self. 'rhis transaction appears to have been conducted 
entirely through the telephone, and no record of it wns 
kept as an official trar:.saction. 
I understand that there was a great scarcity of 
compressed fodder, but as the result of nf•gotia­
tions I find it can be supplied locally. I do not 
wish to add any more. 

Mr. CURTIS (Rockhampton): A majority of 
the electors having recently voted in favour of 
federation, it appears to me a strange thing that 
this objection should be taken. Although the 
Commonwealth Bill is not yet consummated, and 
federation is not yet established, we may con­
sider that we are virtually federated, and we 
know very well that as soon as the Federal Par­
liament is established anything of this kind will 
be dealt with by the federal authorities, and 
they will purchase the chaff or whatever else 
is required wherever they think fit. In all 
probability this hay is compressed into so small 
a space, and is on that account more suit­
able for transport than anything that could be 
purchased in the colony. I think I have just 
as much right to put in a claim for the Rock­
hampton farmers as the hon. member for llosP.­
wood has for the farmers of the Rosewood 
district, and I have been assured that the Rock­
hamptou farmers can supply hay of as good if 
ncrt of a better quality than auything that can 
be supp~ied from the Rosewood or any other dis­
trict in the colony. (L.-mghter.) The electors of 
the colony having so recently decided th,.,t we 
should become one people with one destiny, and 
bearing in mind that as soon as the Federal 
Parliament is e'tablished these military matters 
will be controlled by the fedeml authorities, and 
they will purchase anything require'l not in 
Queenshnd necessarily or in any 0f the other colo­
nies, but wherever they think fit and can purchase 
it to t.he best advantage, I think it is rather 
absurd for us to make any fuss about this matter. 
No doubt the military authorities gave this order, 

whether on special authority or not I 
[4 p.m.] can't say; but we can be well 

assured that they were acting in the 
best intere~rs of the Defence Force and of the 
colony. Under all the circumstances, I am not 
inclined to quarrel with the military authorities 
over this matter. 

Mr. FISHER (Gympie): I think tbe hon. 
gentleman who has just spoken has altogether 
missed the prdnt. He declares that the military 
authorities were juetified in purchasing this 
fodder, and now the Chief Secretary states that 
the military authorities ha~e not purchased the 
fodder. The Government denies that these pur­
chases have been made. 

The HoME SECRETARY: No. The military 
authorities deny it. 

Mr. FISHER: Yesterday it was denied that 
the military authorities had any authority at all 
for making the purchase, yet to-day we have an 
official letter from the Commandant stating that 
he gave a general authority to Lieuten11.nt-Colonel 
Ricardo to make inquiries about this kind of 
fodder, and that that officer, after making 
inquirieg, said he could not get any suitable 
fodder in Brisbane, and he therefore purchased 
it from the south. I have no hesitation in 
saying that I would advise the authorities 
to purchase the !>est material they can get, 
whether it is in Queensland or from outside. 
\Vhat is the position now? The Govemment 
apparently are afraid of some local influence, 
and they now want to shuffle out of this trans­
action, and the charge is now to be thrown upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ricardo, who made this 

purchase. But there is a very much worse 
element in the matter. We are now led to 
believe that Lieuteu11nt-Colonel Ricardo made 
this purchase as a speculation on his own 
account. If that is so, do the Government or 
thRir officers justify that? 

The 'rREASURER: No, not at all. 
Mr. FISHER: Would they justify a com­

manding officer speculating in goods or store• to 
be supplied to the contingent for South Africa ? 

The HOME SECRETARY: No, certainly not. 
l\lfr. FISHER : Such a proceeding would be 

most disastrous. But that is the position we are 
in now. According to wh •. t the. Premier has 
stated-that Lieutenant-Colon0l RJCardo has now 
in his posse•sion 11)0 tons of fodder suitable for the 
contingent that is going to South Africa; and I S3Y 

that under the circumstances he should not he in 
that position. I trust the Government will re­
li0ve him of all responsibility in the matter, and 
accept the purchare, if it was made in good faith. 
I ask the majority of hon. members who voted 
on this contingent matter the other night, if 
Lieutenant· Colonel Ric-,rdo is not following the 
example of the Premier? He pledged the whole of 
Parliament to a greater cost than Lieutenant­
Colonel Ricardo has done, and I say that Lieu­
tenant-Colonel Ricardo is only following the 
example of the Premier. And why should not the 
Premier stand loyally by that officer now? As a 
matter of fact, I believe both acts wer8 wrong ; 
but I mv that the position is very humiliv.ting for 
the 1\li~istrv-that they should ende!t vour to 
back down hecr,uee of some local agitation. 
* Mr. McDONNELL (Fort,tude Valley) : I 
think this matt<>r deserves the serious considera­
tion of the House. A few weeks ago, when it 
was announced in the old country that the 
British Government were prepared to purchase a 
large amount of produce, the Premier cabled to 
the British authorities informing them of the 
failure of the wheat crop, p,xplaining that we 
have an enormous quantity of produce for dis­
posal, and asking that they shonld dve a li.ttl.e 
of their custom to Queensland ; and I thmk rt rs 
verv inconsistent on the pa1·t of one of the heads 
of the Defence Force that he should go away 
from Queemland while we know that here we 
have an enormous amount of f0dder at our dis­
posal-that he should go to Victoria and order 
this parcel of fodder for the Queensland troops. 
I certainly object to this, and I do not care 
whether Ipswich or any other place, has a mono­
poly in supplying the~e articles. \Ve have a 
nmnber of produce merchants in the Valley, 
who are able to snpnly this article in the best 
form, and I wou!(l like to refer in this 
respect to my old colleague, Mr. ~Icl\lfaster, 
who would be able to supply 500 tons of com­
pressed fodder. So the statement of Major 
Ricardo, that this fodder cannot he obtained iu 
Brisbane, i" not borne out by facts. Tbe hon. 
member for R•Jckhampton dealt with the matter 
from a federation point of view. The position 
is bad enough now, but when W·' get federa­
tion this •ort of thing will undoubtedly Lake 
place; but I say that until we part with our 
Defence Force-until the Federal Parliament 
takes over the Defence Force of this colony-it 
is the bounden duty of the Government to give 
preff'rence in this respect to the r!roducers of tl;is 
colony. vVe know what the history of M:t>Jor 
Ricardo has been; how lax he has been w1th 
regard to moneys placed at his disposal, and also 
in regard to the manner in which he has con­
ducted certain matters connected with the Defence 
Force, and I think the House should pronounce 
very strongly against his action m the~e matters. 
The Hon. the Premier took exceptwn to the 
statement of the hou. member for Flinders thah 
certain vouchers in connection with the 1891 
strike were not produced. But it is a fact that 
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this military agent could not produce these 
vouchers at the time; and I am given 
to understand that the Commandant has 
all he can do to keep Major Ricardo in his 
proper place. It is e,·ident that he wants to boss 
this P"rliament, and also that he wants to 
become the dictator ofthe Defence Force of tbis 
colony. I say that this is a serious matter, and 
I am very glad that hon. members representing 
country constituencies, and particularly the hon, 
member for 'J'oo woomba, have brought this 
matter forward, because I can assure you that 
it is creating a great amount of comment outside 
at the present time. We know that the m>:~rket 
is practically glutted now with this produce 
and every facility should be given to get that 
produce locally which the troops who are going 
to South Africa will require. If we are going to 
spend £32,000 of the money of the taxpayers 
to send this contingent to the 'l'mn;vaal, I say 
that local men should have the preference. If 
the Queensland producers and merchants can 
supply this fodder and other stores, they have a 
right to claim the preference. I t>:~ke a very 
strong objection to the action of Colonel Ricardo 
in this matter. It is evident that he ordered 
this fodder on his own account-that he acted as 
a middleman-in the hope tha.t he could sell it to 
the Government again. It seems to me that it 
was merely a speculatiol'l on his part. That is 
exa.ctly the position. I think the feeling of the 
House has pretty fairly shown up to the present 
time that this action is strongly resented >:~nd I 
hope the Government will put their foot down 
and hold Colonel Ricardo hinJSelf responsible for 
tbe action he has taken. 

Mr. STEW ART (Rockhampton North): I 
would like to say a word or two in connection 
with this matter before it is finally clased. I 
must say that I agree somewhat with the 
remarks that fell from the senior member for 
Rockhampton. vV e are practically federated 
now with the southern colonies. We are one 
people, one destiny, or are ;;upposed to be, and I 
wollld have imagined that all these local 
jealousies and suspicions would have vanished 
with the bring·ing of federation about, but 
apparently we have not attained the golden age 
yet. It appears to me that there is a screw loose 
in this transaetion. Either the Government 
p:ave Lieutenant-Colonel Hicardo authority to 
purchase that fodder in the southern colonies, or 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ric>udo t"ok the authority 
upon himself to buy the fodder as a private 
speculation. 

Mr. DA WSON: That ia exactly the positi0n. 
Mr. STE\VART: Now, if the Government 

gave Lieutenant-Colonel Ricardo this a.ttthority 
they are putting themselves in amnst unenviable 
position by making the Lieutenant-Colonel the 
scapego>:~t. The action has aroused a great deal 
of ill-feeling a.mong~;t a number of their own 
supporters, and now tbe Government shelter 
themselves from the breeze behind the person of 
Lieutenant·Colonel R.ica.rdo. If that is the case, 
I s>:~y they are in a mean, and despieable, and 
unenviable position. Now take the other side 
of the position. If Lieutenant.Colonel Ricardo 
started jobbing in army fodder on his own 
account, then I say he should be deprived of his 
sword and publicly drummed out of the Queens­
land army. 

Ho!<OURABLE MEMBEI\S : Hea.r, hear l 
Mr. 8TEW ART: If the Government did not 

give him aut.horit.y--and they say they did not; 
and we are bound to believe the Government, 
for it is composed d honourable men we all know 
-then if tbat is the case Lientenant·Colonel 
Ricardo acted upon his own authority and with­
out reference to his superior officer or to the 
Government. He said if tbe Goverument would 
;not take the fotlder he would. buy it himself, 

Why, I think the thir.g is as pbin as a pike­
staff. He means not only to be Lieutenant­
Colonel in the Queensland Defence :Force, but 
means to make a pretty lit.tle thing out of job­
bing in "rmy stores. Now, the outside contractor 
who jobs in army st(,res, and earwigs commanders 
and generals and officers of the commissariat, and 
all that sort of thing, is a great danger to any 
State, but the officer of the army who directly 
and in his own person jobs in army stores, is an 
individual who should not be tolerated in the 
service at all. So that I think what the Govern­
ment ought to do is this. They ought to own up 
at once that they gave Lieutenant-Colonel 
RicarC\o power to buy these stores. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: But we 
did not. 

Mr. STEW ART: And that now they are 
sheltering themselves behind that gentleman, or 
they ought to dismiss him from the public 
service. I say that the man who does this kind 
of thing on his own authority should not be a 
member of the defence force of any country. 

Question put and passed. 

COJYIMITTEE. 
Question-That there be granted to Her 

Majesty for the service of the year 1899-1900 a 
sum not exceeding £300 to defray the salary of 
the aide.de-camp to His Excellency the Go­
vernor. 
* Mr. MaDONNELL (Fortit~tde Valley) : I 
desire to take advanta,ge of the present oppor­
tunity to say a few words in connection with 
various matters which have been mentioned in 
the Treasurer's Speech. I fully recognise that 
the Speech, on the whole, is a very satisfactory 
exposition of the present state of the colony. It 
shows the magnificent resources and great 
natural advantages of the colony, and further 
that the present state of Queensland cannot in 
the least be attributed to the action of the 
Government of the colony during the lMt few 
years. I am of opinion that if Queensland had a 
Gvvernment more alive; a more progressive 
Government, a Government that would intro­
duce liberal and advanced legislation, that these 
things, taken in conjunction with the great 
natural resources of the colony, would put the 
colony of Queensland in even a far better position 
than ;;he is in to·d>:~y, I do not believe that there 
would beanyneedforimmigration votes, because I 
am satisfied that then people from all parts of 
the world would be attracted here. I think the 
Government have been lucky. They have been 
lucky because we have had good seasons to help 
us, and despite the fact that they have not done 
what they should have done, not only in the 
interests of the producers, hut in the interests of 
every other class in the community, the colony 
is at present making wonderful progress. I 
would wish to t·efer to one matter which was 
introduced by the senior member for Brisbane 
North, 1\tir. l!'orre8t, and that is the question of 
the improvement of our harbours and rivers and a 
scheme for the prevention of floods. I think in 
these rnattera the :::lovernment have shown a 
wanton neglect and a criminal carelessness, so 
far as this city of Brisbane is concerned. In 
18\13 we had a most disastrous flood here, which 
cost the Southern part of Queensland some 
millions of money. 

The SECI\ETAllY FOR AGI\ICULTURE: It cost the 
whole of Queensland a lot of money. 

Mr. MaDONNELL: Well, it p>:~rticularly 
affected the Southern portion of the colony. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE: And the 
North helped t() pay to t,ut things right again. 

Mr. McDONNELL: Yes, and we pa.id our 
share and are alw>:~ys prepared to pay it; but I 
say, if any other Government had been on those 
benches they would ha,ve done something to cope 
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with the results of that flood and have taken 
steps to bring forwttrd legislation that would 
prevent, or at all events mitigate, th'o -effects of 
such a C'ttastropbe in future. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Without full inquiry? 
Mr. McDONNELL: Well, I think six years 

is a very long time to be inquiring into this 
matter. I know that in other matters that do 
not so immedin.tely concern the people the Go­
vernment have shown that they can conduct 
their in::tuiries and receive their iufurmation in 
a much shorter space of time; but in this car,e 
not only are the people of Brisbane dissatis­
fiPd, but the people of other parts of Southern 
Queensland are dissatisfied at the action which 
has been taken by the Government. Why, it 
is only a few weeks a>:o that the City Council 
in Brisbane had to write to toe Premier-and 
write him, I think, a pretty stiff letter-request­
ing him, earnestly requesting him, to take steps 
to put into actual operation some scheme, or take 
some action to bring· forward Rome sche1ne, to 
deal comprehensively with flood prevention. 
During the federation campaignthere were one 
or two points that federalists dwelt upon most 
particularly. One point was that the great bulk 
of our exports went to the southern colonies. 
The hon. member for Brisbane North, Mr. 
Forrest, in his speech the other night, admitted 
that what was contended right throughout that 
agitation was not a fact-that the southern 
colonies did not take the amount of exports they 
were credited with. \Vhy, even an hon. gentle­
man in this House addres~ed a large number of 
ladie; and gentlemen of the Chriotian Endeavour 
Society, telling them the large amount of produce 
and the large amounts that the southern colonies 
took from Qneensland in the form of exports. 
What is the position, as the hon. member for 
Brisbane N nrth said the other night? We are 
in that position to-day in Queensland, that we 
are obliged to send :mr exports to the southern 
colonies-down to Sydney-in order to have 
them re-exported again, bec:tuse our river has 
been so neglected that large vtssels are not able 
to be accommodated and cannot come up. Then 
we have been told th!1t the southern colonies 
have taken these exports for their own use, 
whereas, at the same time, the great bulk of them 
have simply gone there for convenience sake­
we had not the facilities we should have at our 
own ports. I was in Melbourne some years ago, 
and there saw the efforts made by the Govern­
ment of Victoria to mltke the river Yarra 
navigable. The result is that large vessels at 
present go up the river, and they have direct 
communication from the wbarve' to the sea. In 
Brisbane we have a splendid river, one of the 
finest rivers in Australia, and it has been neg­
lected; and the reason it has been neglected, in 
my opinion, is the reason which has been given 
many times in the Brisbane papers-that we 
have too much Northern influence in the Queens­
land Cabinet at the present time; that that 
oonsideration has not been paid to Brisbane and 
the Southern parts of qneenslar,d that they are 
deserving of. I think that in these matters we 
should disassociate altogether this selfishness 
that seems to prE<dominate very largely. This is 
the capital of the colony. 

The TREASURER : Where does the selfishness 
come in? · 

Mr. McDONNELL: It does not come from 
Bri,bane. I do not claim for Brisbane ono thing 
more than I claim for Rockhamptnn, Townsville, 
and the other ports in Queensland; but this is 
the capit"l of the colony, and the greatest amount 
of the production of the colony goes through this 
port. I think it is the duty of a Government 
which wishes to develop the colony and desires 
to assist the resources of the colony to do all in 
their power to give every facility to the producers 

of the colony, and, in my opinion, the way they 
have treated us in respect of the Brisbane River, 
they have not shown that desire in the past. What 
has been doneuptill the present time? To my mind, 
the onlv decent work which has been carried 
out is in connection with the training wttlls. 
Tb:1t, I believe, is a good pic'ce of work. I 
believe it has been carried out under the super­
vision of Mr. Cullen-one of the engineers-and, 
when completed, it will be a great advantage to 
our river. By the way, epeaking on that point, 
I hope thD,t when the work is completed the 
Government will hold on to all the reclaimed 
lands-in fact, resume some of the l£md con­
venient, and make it a public promenade. We 
are very badly off, particularly in Brisbane, for 
open spaces and other promenades. Down by 
the Hamilton there is a l:<rge amount of land 
convenient to the reclaimed land which could 
be resumed, which would make a magnificent 
reserve in that respect. 

The HO :liE SECRETARY: When you say resumed, 
you mean reclaimed? 

Mr. McDONNELL: I think that in order to 
make this really something- that will be of public 
benefit, it wili be necessary to resume some of 
the land convenient to tbe land which is being 
recbimed. There i" another point that was 
mentioned by Mr. Forrest. That wa~ in con­
necti<,n with the building of wharves. That also 
was emphasised ladG r,ight by the hon. member 
for Brisbane South, Mr. Turley. I should like 
myself to see the wharves-all the wharves it 
would he pos•ible--put into the hotnds of the 
municipal authorities; or, better still, if pos­
sible, into the hands of the Government. Still, 
if it is not possiblA, I think there should be ; 
no obstacle placed in the way of those persons 
who, at the present time, are anxious to build 
wharves here fur the convenience of their trade 
-the coasting tmde of the colony. I fully 
agree with the position taken up by Mr. J<'orrest 
tbe other night, that I think undue obstacles 
-at any rate, obstacles-have been placed in 
the way of the construction of wharves at 
Petrie's Bight. I am particularly interested in 
this matter, because it affects the electorate I 
h•tve the honour to represent. It is in the 
V alley electorate. I think myself it was simply 
a tight between two comp;'lnics-a fight between 
the Australasian United Sceam Navi3ation Com· 
pany and How>trd Smith's. It was simply a matter 
of competition. The bulk of the evidence that was 
ag-ainst tbe construction of the wharf by the Bris­
bane \Vharves Concpany was that of employees 
of the Austr.,1asian Steam Navigation Company, 
and I am rather surprised at the Marine Board, 
who should desire to see our river developed, 
and every possible f~cility given to shippers and 
shipowners, placing obst:<cles in the way of men 
who are prepared at the present time to spend 
such a large sum of money in the construction of 
wharves. However, this matter will come up 
again later, when I have no doubt the question 
will receive, as I think it deserves, a considerable 
amount of attention. There is another point 
which was referred to by one or two of the 
members who ha,·e spoken-the leader of the 
Labour Opposition and Mr. Turley. That is the 
remission of the beer duty. I accompanied two 
deputations to the Premier on this particular 
que~tion, and the last time we waited on the 
hon. gentleman he was, I think-at all events 
from his remarks-favourable to some remis­
sion. I believe, too, tluvt if the hon. gentle­
m,'ln had his own way in the rr.atter he would 
be prepared to remit a portion of that duty. 
At all events, I could gather that from his 
remarks, because he admitted to that deputa­
tion at the time that the duty was put on when 
we had a deficit, and that it had answered 
all its purpose. In fact, we have now, by this 
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Financial Statement, a surplus to our credit, 
and I think that the claims put forward hy the 
licensed victuallers-because they are the people 
who have approached the hon. gentleman­
de~erve some consideration. Lately there was a 

meeting of the LicensPd Yictuallers' 
[4'30 p.m.] Association, and a report appeared 

in a pnper, which I believe is their 
official organ-the 8porting a,nd Drarnttic News. 
I will just read a paragraph from that report-

Strong representations had been made to the Ministry 
with regard to the excisedutynpon beer,ithavingbcen 
pointed ont to them that grantim~, for the sake of argu­
ment, the de•iirllbility of leaving it to the l 1'ederal 
Parliament to review taxation generally, still on the 
Treasurer's Estimatr'-l a reduction of ld. per gallon as a 
tenta,tive measure VJas only an act of common justice to 
all concerned for the following reasons :-That in 1897 
the tax wns imposed ost( U'.'ibly to meet an estimated 
deficit of £27,000, but was now reali::;ing by la.test re­
tnrns upwarcls of £70,000 per annum. 

The TREASURER: No. 
Mr_ Me DO :"iN ELL: Accordingt.o the Financial 

Statement, the beer duty during the year 1898-9 
realised £61,60R, or an increase of £13,480 over 
the fignres for the pr~vious year. 

The TREASURER : The receipts from the excise 
on beer last y£,ar were £58,000_ 

Mr. McDONNELL: I quote from the Finan­
cial Statement-

The quantity of bee.r brewed in 1893-9 shows that the 
industry js tecovering from the check experienced b\~ 
the imposition of the excise tax in 1897, the figures 
standing-

1897-8 '" 
1893-9 ... 

Gallons 
4,780,098 
5,287,448 

Duty. 
.. £>,,128 

61,608 

Increase £13,~180 

I suppose £58,000 is the net amount of the dut.y, 
after deducting the cost of collection; and, by the 
w"y, the cost of collec ion of this excise duty is 
remarkably small. This article goes on to say-

And as a matter of fact there was a surplus on general 
revenue account last year of upwards of £150,000. 
Leaving this, howev~r. as a thing of the past, although 
from present indications likely to recur in the future, 
the Treasurer, on his own figures for the current year, 
had a surplus of £2-:1,000 on his .Estimates, and he (the 
secretary), in conjunction with the parliamentary sub~ 
committee, had strongly urged upon that gt:>ntleman 
and sundry of his colleagues, the claims of the licensed 
victuallers to the appropriation of this surplus to a 
reduction o! the existing duty. 

The THEASURER : The Transvaal contingent 
will take all that. 

Mr. McDONNELL: It will take a lot more, 
I think-

Sreing t1Iat the same, as p~eviously mentioned, had 
been imposed to meet an es;timated deficiency, and :trr. 
Philp had publicly acknowledged to the deputation 
which waited upon him in June last the jus~ice of their 
claim, and virtually promised its favourable cons1dera~ 
tion at the fir.<St convenient opportunity. He (the se ere· 
tary) had reason to believe that that gentleman was 
slill lavoumbly di>"POb .d towards them; but the fact 
remained that at a Cabin~t meeting held lal•t 'fuesday 
it was finally decided to allow things to remain in 
statu quo, in his opinion solely bec:1use a certain in­
fluential section of the :Ministry were absolutely afraid, 
under existing circumstanl]es, to introduce into the 
House matters wblch, in the smallest degree, might be 
regarded as of a contentious nature. 
That seems to be the secret why the Treasurer 
himself has taken no action in that respect. It 
is evident that some of his colleagues were afraid 
that this would be a contentious matter, and that 
there would be a division of opinion amongst 
their own follower"; hut that comideration 
should not weigh with the Government if they 
consider the case of the licensed victuallers is a 
just onP, If they have a claim on the Govern­
ment-as I believe they have-then the justice 
of their c •se should be recognised, and the 
Treasurer should carry out, at all events, the 
half promise he made to the deputation which 
waited on him. I am not advocating this 

because I am a beer drinker. I drink a glass 
of beer, and I often find it very beneficial. 
At the same time, I opposed the imposition of 
the tax because I do not believe in an excise 
duty being imposJ•d on any article that we are 
able to prod nee in the colony, even if it is 
beer. I do not think it is right to handicap 
local production in any form by the imposi­
tion of an excise duty, and when we remem­
ber that the duty on beer was taken off before 
and a duty placed on malt and hops to com­
pensate for the loss of duty on beer, and 
remembering that we have now got the duty 
on malt and hops in addition to the duty on 
beer, the Treasurer should have paid some con­
sideration and acceded to some extent to the 
request which has been made to him. vV e may 
be told that this is one of the questions which 
is going to be referred to the Federal Parlia­
ment ; but during the federal campaign the 
federal organs were day after day telling us 
that it would be at least three years or three 
and a-half years before the Federal Parlia­
ment would take over the Customs and Excise 
Departments, and that it would be at least that 
time before a uniform Customs tariff was 
imposed. Now, if it is a couple of years-if it is 
three years-it is the duty of the Government to 
consider this case, if in the intere;ts of lomtl 
industry alone-not because it is beer-I advocate 
the same thing in regard to tobacco, or any 
other production as well a~ beer. I recognise 
that it is a tax on local industry. In view 
of the double tax on malt and hop~, and the tax 
on beer, the claims put forwa.rd by the Licensed 
Victuallers' Association deserve some considera­
tion. I come now to another point in the 
Financial Statement, and it is not the least 
important in it-and that is, the probable expen­
diture for the year 189!l-1900. Tbe Treasurtr is 
iu a good position now. He has a surplus, and 
it seems to me that he is inclined to plunge. 
There are several item< of expenditure here 
to which I take very great exception, but at. 
the same time, I am glad of one thing-and that 
is that the Government have recognibed, even at 
last, that the case of the lower paid Civil servants 
dese:·ves some consideration. I am very pleased 
to notice that we are to have a restoration of 
wages of the railway men. That has been 
advocated very strongly by members on both 
sides of the Houce-particularly, I think from 
this side of the House. \V e are going also to 
h;we an ir.crease in the salaries of the assistant 
t,,~chers. That has not come a d<ty too soon. 
But I would like to ask the Treasnr<'r one 
question in connection with this. vVill the 
increa"es in the salaries of the assistant teachers 
date from the beginning of the financial year­
the same as increases to officers in other depart­
ments? Are these increases to date from 1st 
July? 

The TREASURER : I think so ; but I cannot tell 
you until we come to the Estimates. 

lYlr. McDONNELL : I know there is a great 
deal of interest outside amongst the assistant 
te.1chers on this point, and I am glad to know 
from the Tret~surer that in his opinion the 
increases are to take eff8ct from 1st July, because 
it will satiefy a lot of l'ersons who are interested. 
There is another der,artment that has got an 
increase-that is the Shops and Factory Depart­
ment. I notice that the whole of the staff m 
that dt>partment are to receive increases and I 
think they are very deserving of them, because 
as far as my experience goes they ha.ve a lot of 
work to do, and are hard- working officers. More­
over, a factory inspector occupie; a somewhat 
different position from the ordinary Civil ser­
vant, and if you ha.ve a dishonest man in that 
position he will be open to bribery and rewards 
for not doing his duty as he should do it. I 
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do not for one moment mean to reflect on the 
present staff in saying that, because I do not 
believe that any one of them would be influenced 
in that way. Dealing now with the railway 
men, tht re is one little matter that I should 
like to refer to, and that is that, while the 
permanent hands have been restored to the rate 
of wages "hich they received before 1893, a 
number of men employed as casuals in the goods· 
shed at Rom"' street are paid a miserably small 
wage compared with the work they have to 
perform. They work fifty hour:, a week, when 
fully employed, and their rate of pay is 5s. a day. 
I t11ink there should be a minimum wage for 
men doing any work in theRailwtty Department. 
The men to whom I refer work twelve hours B, 
day, out of which they are allowed two hours 
for meal~, so that they work fifty hours a week, 
and for that l<'tbour they re0eive .£1 10s. This 
matter will come up on the Railway Estimates, 
but I do not think it is out of place to refer to it 
nom On an average those men get three clays' work 
a week, and if they want employment they have to 
call at the shed every morning at 9 o'clock to see 
if th~y a.re required. They are just :t.s neces~nry 
in that department as the permane:1t hands, 
because they do the bulk of the bullocking work 
in the goods-shed, and 5s. a day is very little for 
the work they have to. perform. I hope the 
Minister will be able to give us an assnrance 
when the Estimates are under consideration that 
there will be some increase in the wages paid to 
those men. Now I come to the expenditure in 
connection with the Defence l<'orce. It is 
astounding what a large amount of money it is 
proposed to expend on the Defence }force this 
vear. Last vear our Defence vote for the federeJ 
garrison, th"e land force, the marine force, 
the Thur·"day Island garrison, buildings, amn.u­
nition, arms, etc., amounted to £104,340. 
This year that vote is increased by £24,405. 
TherE> is an increase of £18,000 in the htnd force, 
£2,000 in the marine force1 a small increase in the 
arrwunt for the Thursday Island garrison, and an 
increase of .£10,000 for buildings, arms, ammuni. 
tion, field (!uns, and other articles of that kind. 
The Defence votE' for this year amounts to 
.£138, 745, and adding to that .£32,000, wbich we 
are told will be the cost entailed in sending a 
contingent to the Transvaal, the amount of 
money that will have to be paid by the taxpayers 
of the colony for the Defence Force during the 
current financial year will be .£170, 745. But the 
amount which it is said will be required for the 
'frans1 aal contingent may be doubled. I think 
it is high time tt1at Parliament woke up, and 
took some action in connection with the ex­
penditure of this large amount of money for 
defence purposes, a considerable proportion of 
which is in my opinion simply squandered. 
£170,000 means on an average 7s. 6d. per 
head for every man, woman, and child in the 
colony, and that is what we have to pay 
for our military department, while the expendi. 
tnre on education, which is an important matter 
in a young colony like this, where we have a 
young population growing up, is only 2s. 6d. 
more, or 10s. per he:.d of the population. llfy 
objection to this large military vote woul<l not 
be so strong if our Defence J!'orce were giving 
the satisfaction it should. 'l'here is a great 
amount of dissatisfaction among the men. A 
few years ago the best men in the Volunteer 
:B'orce were forced to leave the Defence Force 
-I mean the Irish Volunteers-and thon'<h I 
made an effort with one or two of the officers 
of the f,,rce to try to make some arrangement 
whereby that corps would be induced to come 
back aga.in, I was unsuccessful, because the 
Commandant did not show that desire ,that 
he should have done to mend matters in respect 
of the retireJ:!1ep.t of those volunteers from the 

Defence :B'orce. And the last report of the 
Commandant discloses the fact that to-day 
the volunteers are in a worse position than 
they were in then ; for every day, practically, 
the strength of the Defence Force is going 
down, whereas the expenditure on it is largely 
incre<tsed. During the last few weeks we have 
seen a similar state of things in the Naval 
Brigade to that which existed in the Defence 
:b'orce. Some of the officers who had given their 
time for nothing were forced by the action of the 
naval commander, out of ~elf-respect, to hand in 
their resignations. The ordinary rank and file 
of the Defence Force are dissatisfied with the 
treatment meted out to them; and the great 
bulk uf the money voted by this Honse is really 
handed over to a number of men who are 
simply ornaments to this country-that is the 
headquarters stuff and the Permanent Force. 
I am of opinion that if we had a thorough, 
exhaustive inquiry into the Defence ]'orce by a 
Royal Commission similar to that inquiring into 
the Police :B'orce, we would find that there is an 
amount of wilful extravagance and waste in con· 
n.?oction 1.vith that force thn.t would surprise the 
taxpayers of Queensland. \Vhen we have a force 
like that of a couple of thousand men, involving 
a tax upon the country of £140,000, that prac­
tically ~hows nothing for it, that has given no 
stttisfaction to anybody, or to the men who 
largely give their time for nothing in that 
force, it is about time the Government instituted 
a searching inquiry into it, to place it on better 
lines than at present-on lines which would 
give encouragement to volunteers to join it, 
as they were a! ways prepared to do, instead 
of aR at the present time paying large salaries 
to men who practically do nothing but go 
on trips to encampments held in the •outh 
and simply dabble around the streets of the 
city. What strikes me is that the Govern· 
ment have no compunction in coming down 
to this House and ,19king us to pass this 
amount of money, and yet, when a question like 
that of securing a recreation reserve for the 
people of a closely populated district like that 
of :b'ortitude Valley, where there are 21,000 
people with not a foot of ground for recreation 
purposes-v-hen the Premier was asked in the 
intereots of the people and of the children born 
and reared in that place, and who h[lve no place 
bnt the open streets to get a breath of air-when 
we come to him and ask him to grant £15,000 
for a recreation reserve for the Valley which 
will last for all time and benefit the people 
of that and of other localities, we get a fiat re­
fuse,!. The Gove·rnment is not prepared to 
squander the money of the taxpayers in this re· 
spect, and at the same time we have them com­
ing down to this House and asking for enormous 
sums to keep up an institution that is of no prac­
tical benefit to it, and that I believe is not at the 
present time run on right lines. Then we have 
on the other side a department I take a par­
ticular interest in-the Factories Department. 
Twenty thousand people in this colony are 
interested in that department, because the opera­
tion of the Act affects nearly that number of 
people in the colony, and here we have on 
this year's Estimates the magnificent sum of 
£1,800 set down to work that department in 
the interests of those people. Some time ago 
in this House I ad vacated the appointment 
of an extra inspector for that department, and 
we were told at the time that the Government 
did not want to run into extra expense-they 
did not want to incur the extra expense of £150 
a year. That. io exactly the case right through­
wherever the people are C< ncerned the Govern­
ment are "low to expend one single penny in 
their interests, and they have not the slightest 
compunction in coming down and asking this 
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House to pass enormous votes like this def,•nce 
vote. From the information I have I think we 
will never have satisfaction in this matter until 
we have a searching inquiry into it hy inde­
pendent men, like those inquiring at the present 
time into the efficiency of the Police Force. 

Hon. G. THORN: We want to fix the wages. 

Mr. McDONNELL: A m'1tter was referred 
to last night by the leader of the Opposition and 
by the hon. member for South Brisbane which 
created a little heat here at the time. I am not 
surprised it did, for I know that it created a con­
eiderable amount of heat and comment outside. 
That is the purchase by the Government of thi& 
Seaforth Estate at Mackay. It is a very serious 
matter, and I am rather surprised it ha• not 
come up in anr>ther form in this House. It is a 
matter the G•>vernment will hear a great deal 
more about before it is finished. The mrttter 
was gone into pretty fully hy the hon. member 
for South Brisbane last nighb, but I may say 
that the estate was !JUrchased at a price .£3 an 
acre above what it was v~lued at by practical 
men. The Government Crown lands ranger, 
Mr. Winks, valued it at £1 0,;. 10d. an acre, the 
divisional board valued it at 15s., and on appeal 
the valuation was reduced to 12;. 6d. an acre-the 
owners appealed again2t that a; too high; one 
valuator estimated that it was worth a li~tle over 
.£1 an acre, it ha• been valued also at 12;. lid. an 
acre, and Mr. Hume has said that if it was in 
thA Southern part of the colony it would not be 
worth more than 15s. an acre ; and yet, in thA 
face of all this, we have the Government coming 
in and purchasing it at £3 13•. an acre. On the 
face of it this transaction looks of such a very 
shady nature that it should be the duty of this 
House-and the Government should, in fact, 
volunteer themselves-to appoint a select com­
mittee or a Royal Commission to inqure into the 
whole circumstances connected with the purchase 
of this estate. 

Mr. KERR : And of other estates as well. 

Mr. MoDONNELL : I am referring particu­
larly now to this Seaforth Estate. A few weeks 
ago we had the defeat of one of the strongest 
GovernmPnts in Australia, the Reid Govern­
ment in New South. Wales, over the paying of 
£300 to Mr. Neild, unauthorised expenditure for 
work for which in my opinion he should have 
been paid. I did not hold that the Government 
should have been defeated on that question, but 
the Parliament of New South Wales were so 
jealous of their powers and so anxious that Go­
vernment should be pure in its administration 
that they defeated the Reid Government for pay­
ing this amount to Mr. Neild. In my opinion 
that action pales before the action of the Govern­
ment here in the purchase of this estate. To 
me this looks like nothing but a big gigantic job 
and a piece of corruption, and I do not think this 
country will be satisfied until the whole matter 
is cleared up by the appointment eithAr of a 
select committee to get all the facts, or of a 
Royal Commission to inquire into it. \V e have 
had reports from some of the valuers suppressed 
and most remarkable discrepancies between the 
estimates of value by different valuers of the 
estate and the whole surroundings in connection 
with it are of the most suspicious nature. I hope 
this House desires to see purity of government, 
and that hon. members will insist that we shall 
have all these things gone into and the whole of 
the facts placed before us, because I say that, 
even in the interests of the Government, it is 
absolutely necessary that the people of the 
colony shrmld be put in possession of the whole 
of the facts, or else on the case as it is presented 
to them now they must come to the con-
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elusion that it is nothing but a piece of jobbery 
and corruption on the part of the Government. 
There are several other matters that are worthy 

of considerable comment, bnt as we 
[5 p.m.] will have an opp0rtunity on the 

Estimates of discussing them, I do 
not think it ig necessary for me to refer to them 
now. One of these mattere was referred to by 
the hon. member for South Brisbane, and that is 
the appointment of the inspector of totalisators. 
There is something in tha~ appointment that 
needs a considerable amount of explanation, and 
no doubt the matter will be fully discussed 
when we are de•ling with that gentleman's 
salary. Now·, I come to another question, and 
it is a matter that I need not apologise for 
referring to. On the debate ou the last 
J<'inancial Statement I brought this matter up, 
and it is altogether apart from the administra­
tion of the J<,actories Department, because we 
can fully discuss t.hat ou the EstimatPs, and I 
intend to do so; but we cannot very well discuqs 
this qlwstion except on an occasion like this. 
L~st year I devoted a great deal of my speech to 
this matter, and this afternoon I am going to 
refer to a few points in this connection, in order 
to show that it is absolutely necessary that there 
should be some legislation in this respect. Now, 
during the federal com!Jaign, a number of 
gentlEman, some of them members of this House 
and some members of the Upper House, were 
loud in their denunciation of the conditions of 
the factory workers in Brisbane. In fact some 
of the hon. members were horrified, as they 
stated on the public platform, at the conditions 
of these workers, and at the rate of wages they 
were receiving. I thought, after that, that one 
of the first things the Government would do 
this session would be to bring in legislation to 
improve the conditions of these factory workers. 
After the federati•m agitation, a representative 
deputa.tion waited on the Premier, and placed 
before him most convincing facts in this 
respect. The deputation represented not only 
employees but employers, and the members of 
that deputation asked him to introduce legisla­
tion providing for the creation of wages boards 
who would have power to arrange the matter 
of the minimum wage between employer and 
employee. I asked the Premier a few weeks 
ago a question dealing with these matters, 
and I was very much surprised at the reply he 
gave. He said that the Government were, of 
course, considering the question, but no legisla­
tion would be brought forward this session 
respecting it. I thought that this year we would 
have had some legislation with regard to these 
matters, to ameliorate the present unfair concU­
tions that exist. It is generally supposed that it 
will take three years before we have a uniform tariff, 
in operation under tbe Federal Parliament, but 
even if it is only two years, in the interv,.l, while 
we have the power in our own hands to deal with 
this question, I think it is our duty to show our 
earnestness and to introduce legishtion to alter 
the present harsh conditions that exist in many 
of the factories of Queensland. In the report 
of the Chief Inspector of Factories for 1899 
there are several points that I am going to 
refer to, and one of the chief matters is that of 
working overtime. I may say here, in this respect, 
that I do not brand all factories, or workrooms 
either, in Brisbane or in Queensland as being 
bad. There are a great many employers who 
afford their employees first-class conditions, who 
pay them good wages, and who are always prepared 
to do so. In the interests o£ these employers alone, 
I say it is the duty of the Government to protect 
them, by compelling other employers to offer 
similar conditions to their workers. Then deal­
ing with the matter of overtime, on papre 7 of 
this repo:rt, the inspector reports on the details 
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of overtime, and I may say that in a great many 
cases this overtime is worked wit.hout a single 
penny by way of remuneration. He says-

The details of the amount of overtime worked in the 
different trartes is given in Appendix 0, an examination 
of which tablP, in conjnuction with the others, will 
show ~ 

lst. That of a total of 670 factories in Brisbant 103 
worked overtime during the year. 

2nd. Of a total of 500 male employees under sixteen 
year::; of age in factories, 289, or nearly 58 pe1· 
cent.. of tllf"\le worked overtime to the exlenL 
of 9,531 hours. 

3rd. Of a total of 2,883 females employed in fae­
toriPs, 1,912. or 66j per cent .. were employed 
overtime to the extent of 63,3C4 hours. 

r_I_'besc figures unfortunately but too forcibly maintain 
the statement of last year's report-that an undue 
amount of overtime is worked in Queen~land by the~c 
t:nnployeeR, and emphasise the nccesfl.ity for some steps 
being taken 1 o bring· it more under eontrol. 

Factory departments in the:> other colonies have no 
doubt had similar expel'iences, whi(',h ae:~ounts for the 
inere<~sing stringency of the conditions under which 
overtime may be worked. Experience seems to indicate 
that the most satisfactory way of limiting the 
amount of ovnrtime is to impose such conditions upon 
it as will make it unremnnerative to the employer to 
use it. "Under the present system in ma.ny eases the 
only extra expen8e to the occupier is the co:-;t of 
lighting if at"ter dark, so that the whole advantage 
financially is on his side. 

Looked at from the employees' point of view-

And I may say that this paragraph is very 
amphatic, and should have a consiaerable amount 
of influence on this House-
the injustice to which some' of them submit is in 
many instances simply astounding. Take a case-per­
haps extremf~-but of quite frequent occurrence: A 
young person earning, say 7s. per week, or lid. per 
hour, is employed four miles from home, and brings 
lunch from there to be eaten in the factory, and vro~ 
bably only ~ufficient money for omnibus fare to get 
h_ome. During the day t,he order is given to work over­
t1me. 'l'llere is probably no tea-1noney given; consc­
quently the only alternative is to get what miserable 
refreshment may be possible with the amount of the 
'bus or tram fare, and walk home, or do without and 
ride home; and the occupiet· benefits by the extra work 
filched from the em11loyee, who is unable to insist on 
fair treatment. It seems a reasonable propositiOn tlutt 
if an occupier wishes his employees to work overtime he 
should pay them well for it; audit seems also equally 
unreasonable that, when overtime is required to be 
worked, all the sacrifice should be on the part of the 
employee, who in many ca::ms get:s nothing out of it. 

I would like to say here-and this is not the 
first time I have said it, as I made the same 
remarks I am now making last year on the 
:Factori. B Inspector's report, but the Govern­
ment have not taken the slightest notice of what 
was then mid-that in the colonies of Victoria 
South Australia, New Zt:aland, and New South 
\Vales overtime is paid for in every ease, and 
Queensland is the only exception. l hardly see 
why that should be, seeing that it is a more trying 
climate to work in and the cnndiLions are 
altogether more unfavourable. The report goes 
on to say-

Undoubtedly the best way of all to limit overtime is, 
as has been found in the other colonies, to increase the 
cost of produr.tion, and when occupiers find that over­
time does not pay they will very so0n find means of 
doing w~thout it or make the public pay; and when 
the publtc, who cannot make up it:~ mind to order Hs 
clothing, etc. 

The CHAIRMAN: I fail to see that the hon. 
member's remarks have anything to do with the 
:Financial Statement. There is no word about 
the Factories Act in the Statement of tbe Tre·a­
smer, and I therefore must call the hon, member 
to order. 

~Ir. ~cDONNELL : I think that is a very 
stnct rulmg on your part, and of course if it is 
itosi~ted upon, Lh~n .!; shall haYB :to show that I 
<>~ !l1 o~der, 

The CHAIRMAN : I rule that you are out o 
order. 

Mr. McDONNELL: Well, I will just read a 
paragraph from pag~ 27 of the Treasurer's State­
ment which appears to bear on the "ubject-

'rhe anxiety and depression which so widely p1·evailed 
a few years ago have alm· st entirely disappearert, and 
business in general has assumed :t brig-htness of aspect 
and cheerfulness of tone which are the sure indicatwns 
of growing pro~perity. ~'he amicable relations betw~;>en 
emplo:yer:s and employed referred to last year ha Ye been 
maintained and, I believe. strengthened. 1'he dis~osal 
of the unemployed has ceasrd to be a difficulty, aud on 
all sicle.s we see evidence of increased spending power on 
the part of the people. 
I am in this position--

The CHAIRMAN : I do not ,;ee that that 
paragraph gives the hon. gentleman justification 
for entering upon the discussion he has entered 
upon in relation to the J<'actories Act. \V e arH 
now discussing the :Financial Statement, and I 
think the remarks of hon. members should be 
strictly confined to finance. 

:Mr. McDONALD (Flinders): I think we ought 
to have this matter settled definitely. lunder· 
stand that the reason why we take this discu-sion 
in Committee is that we may freely discuss 
everything, and that we practically disregard 
the strwt rule on the subject. It has been 
understood that during the financial debate hon. 
members might refer to anything they thought 
proper. That has a! ways been the rule in 
Committee-that we should air any grievances 
we thought proper. The hon. member, I main­
tain, is airing a grievance which he thinks is of 
vital importance, and the reason why this debate 
is not taken i11 the House is that he and others 
may have that opp<Jrtunity. As a matter of 
fact, if it comes to a question of strictly obeying 
the rules, the only question before us for dis­
cussion is that .£300 be granted as salary for an 
aide-de-camp, and if the Chairman persists in his 
ruling then he muse confine hon. members to that 
question. The only question now is whether we 
shall be allowed, a" we have always been 
allowed, to discuss grievances on Lhe debate on 
the J<'inancial Statement. 

The CHAIRMAN: Strictly speaking, the 
question before the Committee is the vote of 
.£300 as salary for thP aide-de-camp to the 
Governor, but parliamentary usage 111lows a 
debate on the subjects mentioned in the Financial 
Statement. Had the J<'actories Act been in any 
way referred to by the Treasurer, then th~e hon. 
member would have been in order in refening to 
it, but relevancy mnst be observed in committee. 
Any debate for the redress of grievances should 
be taken on the motion for Lhe Speaker to leave 
the chair. When I have taken my position as 
Chairman I can only do my duty and keep hon. 
members strictly to the financial debate. I 
thProfore rule that the hon. member is not in 
order. 

Mr. FISHER (Gyrnpie): Speaking to the point 
of order--

The CHAIRMAN : There is no point of 
order. 

:Mr. McDONALD (Flinders): I beg to move 
that your ruling be dis"grei'd to. 

:Mr. FISHER : I would like to say that the 
effect of your ruling will be that we c~tnnot 
debate things fully on the Financial Statement, 
and we will then have to rai>e the questions 
when the Speaker is in the chair. I think there 
is a possibility of getting out of the difficulty. 
The hon. meu,ber is not stonewalling, but is 
putting important infurmationbefore the public. 
I v.ould therefore buggest to the <•fficcrs and the 
Prernit·r that it would be desirable not to insist 
upon thi" ruling, l·ecause we have practically 
):nade 1> custom which 1 admit is not strictly 
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within our Stanrling Orders. I trust that the 
ruling will be withdrawn, and that we shall go 
on a,; usual. 

The PRE::\HER : \Vhen I spoke on :Friday 
afternoon in reply to ti1e hon. member for 
Clermont, I felt it to be my dul'Y t<l point out 
that an hon. men1ber in opening a debate on the 
:Financi.tl St>ttenwut could open up a very large 
scope of discu%ion outoide of the :Financial 
Statement, so long as his speEr11 wa,; supposed to 
b~ his contribution to the financial debate. In 
that light I viewed the hon. member for Ckr­
mont's spee<·h, althoug·h it was cotJfined solely to 
the Police Commi,sion ; and I replied to it as 
being his contribution to the finaucial debate. 
It appears that there h<ts been some miscon­
ceptiutl on this matter, and the leader of the 
Opposition referred to it ye3terday. Notwith­
standing I still hold to my view the-n expressRd­
tha~ an hon. member can enlarge upon any sub­
jHct he chooses, so long as he makes it his 
contribution to the financial discussion, I think 
the matter referred to by the hall. member for 
Clermont would have been better dealt with 
when the Speaker was in the chair, so that he 
might hnve more latitude to discuss the:Financh1l 
Statement. I must say, however, that I have 
observed a tendency to discuss matters on this 
:Financial Statement thott I think would be far 
better dealt with when the Estimates were under 
discubsion. 'I he administration departmentally 
of the Government is far better discussed when 
the Estimates come before us than in the geneml 
discussion, and i., sure to be repen~ted when the 
vote concerning the departments is submitted. 

Mr. TuRLEY : I was not referring to the ad­
ministration of departments at all. 

The PRE:VliER: I understood that the hon. 
member for :Flinders was ref<lrrir;g to want of 
administration of one of the depotrtments. The 
hon. n:err~ ber for Brisbane South, in dealing with 
broken-dowtl engines and things of tbotG sort, 
would have been far more in order when speaking 
on the B·•timates--

Mr. TvRLEY : It is referred to in your report. 
The PREl.1IE R: Rather than introduce those 

details into a financial addrc''"· However, I 
think the custom has been to allow hon. gentle­
men considerable latitude in this mB,tter, so lm1g 
as they did not rBpeat their rhetorical ~fforts in 
this particular discussion. r think it would be 
wise to follow the precedent that has been so long 
established in this Chamber to allow hon. gentle­
men a free hand to di,;cuss, "" fur as practicable, 
the unwise administration of the Governm~:nt. 
ME~IBrms of t.he Oppo"ition : Hear, hear ! 
The Pl:tEMIER: Under these circmnstances 

I would respectfully submit whether you might 
not, .Mr. Chotirman, reconsider your ruling. 

MEMBJ<mS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
The CHAIRMAN: I contend, strictly sp<ak­

ing, I am witbin the Standing Orders in taking 
up the position I hotve clone, and giving the 
ruling- I have done. The debate on the :Financial 
Statement is more a time for debating the sub­
jects therein mentioned. 'fhis, it seemed to me, 
wa., quite outside the financial debate. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: So is the Police 
Commissic1n. 

The CHAIHMAN: The hon. gentleman will 
remember that 1 suggeclted, with reference to the 
Police Commission, that it should not be taken 
as a precedent f,,r the future, and I took the 
opportunity of mentioning that the hon. member 
for Clermont was out of order, and could not 
claim the right to debate that subject again 
during this debate. I particularly touk advan­
tage of the opportunity to express my opinion 
that this matter could be dealt with at a later 
stage, when the inHpEctor's salary came before 
the Comrrdttee. That would be a more ap­
propriate time to discuss it than 11ow. However, 

if it is the pleaeure of the C<>mmitt.ee that the 
hon. gentleman should proceed in this matter I 
have no objtJction. 

HoNOURABLE l\IEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. MoD ON ALD: I beg to ask leave to with­

dnw my motion. 
Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. MoDONNELL: I intend now to confine 

my rema.rks ots much as possible to this question. 
As I said, I thonght this might be the only 
opportunity I mighl; have, and, with all due 
rtJspect to you, Mr. Grimes, I think that this is 
the proper time to refer to it. The :Financial 
Statement refers to our exports and imports, and 
the prosperity of the colony, and I belitwe it is 
in the power of the G1lvernment, by adopting 
th<'> legislJ.tion I am referring to-and which I 
believe it is in the power of the G-overnment to 
do if the facts are placed before them, as I am 
attempting to do now-to make that prosperity 
more general. I think I should be quite in 
order in referring to this question. However, I 
will not quote very extensively from the inspec­
tor's report; but I want to show it is absolutely 
necessary something "hould be done. Deotling 
with the question of overtime there is a para­
graph on page S-

In the dn ,smaking trade fnlly half of the HOO 
employees ha.ve worked overtime during the ye:1r. 
Few of these girls are paid fot• overtime, and in some 
ca,..es the girls have to provide t,heir own tt ,a when they 
work late, and also to pay their own fare home, unless 
they prefer to walk at a late hour and when tired from 
a long day's work. 

In the earlier part. of the year much vigilance was 
needed to ensm·e comformity with the provisions of 
section 38, which section was not clearly understood 
by employers, as evinced by the fact that thirty-eight 
factory occupiers employed ovcr200 girls under eighteen 
years of age after 7 p.m. without having obtained 
permission to do so. Of this number. four occupiers 
repeated the breach after having been cautioned. 

Eighteen employers have, during the .\ear, employed 
over 150 females for more than three hours' overtime in 
one day. 

Twelve employer~" huve bet:n keeping the girls at 
work for long periods without any interval for a 
meal; sometimes from 1·30 or 2 p.m. until 8 or 8'30 
p.m. In all, over 170 girls were, to my knowledge, so 
treated. 

Xearly ~.000 females worked overtime during the 
year, of whom about 80 per cent. were over eighteen 
years of age. 
I will now refer to the question of wages, as it 
more pointedly affects the matter I referred tu a 
few minutes ago-that is our present prosperous 
condition. On page 10, the inspector report;-

The number of females earning 10s. per week and 
under last year in the Brisbane district was 1,427 (of 
whom 372 were over eighteen years of age). as compared 
with 1,330the previous year; and of these 17t received no 
pay whatever, as against 104 the preYious year. 'fhe 
great and increasing number of persons working in 
these trades without pay (the increase is actually 65 
per cent. during t.he year) n:nst be a heavy handicap to 
the many poor people who find it hard enough to make 
ends meet, and I have no doubt, the provision of a mini­
mum wage would be moHt beneficial in preventing 
workrooms being filled with such assistants. 

Re apprentice.:; to dressmaking, M1ss Smith says:­
Out of 800 females employed in registered dres&mak .. 

ing establishments 158 were unpaid apprentices. This 
does not cover the entire number of apprent.ices, for a 
number of smaller establishments do not come under 
the provisions of the Act, and in such places the girls 
are frequently employed as le'1l'Uers and receive no pay. 
In two of the largest workrooms in the city, each 
employing about the same number of hand-a, one had no 
unpaid apprentices during the year, the other had 
thirty-one. 
I think that this state. of things existing at the 
pre,ent time is a reflection, and ot very serious 
reflection, on the paragraph I read from page 27 
of this Statement. I simply place these facts 
before the Committee at the present time to 
show the urgency which exists for the Govern­
ment to take some action in this matter. Here 
you have, instead of that prosperity being 
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extended to our factory workers to any extent, 
their condition to-day worse, as is shown by 
your own official report, than it was twelve 
m<1nths ago. Y on have more children work­
ing in factories and receiving no wages at 
all; you have more overtime; and yon have 
more girls working for less than 10s. a week 
than were working in Brishane twelve months 
ago. I think this is a question which deserves 
to be brought up here. It may not, perhaiJs, be 
altogether acceptable to a good many members of 
the Chamber; but I feel so strongly on the matter 
that I should like, if possible, to do something 
and to show some reasons which would induce 
the Government to make an effort before the 
present ses9ion expires to introduce legislation 
that will prevent a continuation of the conditions 
that at present exist. 

:Mr. GrVENS: Go to the Federal Parliament. 
~fr. 1:1cDONNELL: .... !\.. similnr queRtion, or a 

qnest.ion bordering on factory legislation, was 
brought up here, and, in the opinion of the 
Premier, it was a question which should be 
submitted to the Federal Parliament, and perhaps 
we shall be told that this is another question 
which should stand over, like old age pensions, 
until the J<'ederal Parliament is established. 
But I do not think it should stand over for one 

single day. It is of much greater 
[5·30 p.m.] importance than the Bill which is at 

present on the paper for the estab­
lishment of a university; it is of more impor­
tance than the Bill for the amendment of the 
licensing law ; it is more important than the Bill 
prc>viding for the appointment of a railway 
works committee-in fact, it is one of the most 
important quest1ons that could be considered in 
this House. If the present Government had a 
spark of huma,nity within their breasts, it is a 
question that they would attE'mpt to deal with 
in the interests of the defenceless portion of the 
community-the females of Queensland. The 
Government should be a,~oamed of themselves 
in this respect. The Chief In•pector has 
come down here year after ye:.r, and, in his 
reports to Parliament, has pointed out that 
these conditions exist. He comes down this 
year and tells us that the conditions are 
worse than they were last year, and we are told 
by the Premier that the Government will have 
no time to discuss the most important question 
of a minimum wage during the pre<ent se,sion. 
A Gov,,rnment like that shows very little sym­
pathy with the hard-worked people outside. 
'fhe boot employees, and other factory employees, 
were address<'d by the Treasurer and saveral 
members of Parliament during the federal cam­
paign. They were the fine·;;t fellows in the world 
when they were wanted to support federation. 
'fhese ardent advoc,tes of federation expressed 
their sympathy at that time for the conditions 
under which these people had to work, and on~ 
would have thought that at the very first 
av,.ilable opportunity they would have en­
deavoured to create some machinery to alter 
those conditions. Of course I will have an 
opportunity of discussing this matter when 
the Estimates are before us. I have not 
much adverse comment to make so far as the 
inspectors are concerned, but. even now it may 
not be too late to a.~k the Government to deal 
with thiB question during the present sesshn. I 
cannot for the life of me see how we are going to 
get through the business on the pe.per before 
Christmas. I feel certain that we will be obliged 
to come back after the Chrhtmas holidays to tranB­
act the business, and if the Government would 
only devote a day or two to this matter they 
could pass some amending factory legislation. 
When the original Bill was brought in-and it 
has done a considerable amount of good-it went 
t4~0t!llhitssecondl·€'adin~ !lnq 9ommitteestages in 

four or five hours. There was a considahle amount 
of sympathy with the objects of the Bill on the 
part of hon. members sitting behind the Govern­
ment, and hon. members sitting on this side were 
prepared to facilitate the passage of the Bill. 
No time whatever was wasted in passing the Bill, 
and no time would now be wasted ii thP Govern­
ment woulo bring down an amending Bill, pro­
viding for the adoption of a minimum wage, and 
for removing the pre•ent harsh conoitions which 
are disclosed in the report of the Chiefimpector. 
The minimum wage has been in actual operation 
in Victoria for the last two years, and it hHs 
proved an entire success. It has increased the 
wages of the employees to the extent of £100,000 
in twelve month,, and at the same time it has 
protected the employers from the undue compe­
tition of the sweater. The testimony of the 
Chief Inspector of Factories in Victoria, and of 
the Chief Secretary, Mr. P~acock, who ha,.; to 
administer the Act, i~ to the effect that the 
Act is an entire success. It has even received 
the praise and the support of tbe employers, 
large and small. In fact, no opposition ha.• been 
offered to its re-enactment by the employers who 
are most materially affected by 1t. At first it 
was simply put in operation for three years, and 
it has now expired by effiuxion of time. The 
matter has again been placed on the business­
paper. In the old Act the minimum wage only 
applied to some half-dozen trades, but it is now 
proposed to include about two dozen more tradee, 
which are to be brought under the operation of 
the minimum wages clauses. I will go no further 
with this mattH at present. If appeals were of 
any use, I would appeal to the Government. I 
hope they are not dead to all appeals, and I hope 
they will be roused to a sense of their duty in this 
reepect. They have machinery at present at 
their disposal to carry out an amendment of the 
Act. The Factori% Department is now in work­
ing order. It is well manned, although it would 
be a great advantage if we had mor? inspectors. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Jlilore 
billets. 

Mr. McDONNELL : There are not sufficient 
inspectors in BrisbanA at present to properly 
administer the Act. During the federal cam­
paign the Treasurer went to the corner of Albert 
street and addressed a large meeting of men 
engaged in the boot'factory during their luncheon 
hour. The hon. gentleman expressed the greatest 
sympathy with them, and I hope the hon. 
gentleman will not forget the condition of 
things which was then placed before him, and 
that, though some of his colleagues do not 
feel so strongly on the question, and have 
not got so many facts before them as the hon. 
gentleman, I hope the hon. gentleman will try 
to induce his colleagues to bring in some legisla­
tion to alter the condition of things which he 
so strongly condemned when he addressed 
that large meeting of bootmakers, in cornpany 
with my hon. friend, the seniur member for 
Charters Towers, and my colleague, Mr. Higgs. 
I hope that the Government will show a little 
earnestness, and some desire to remedy, by the 
introduction of legislation, what I now advocate. 
There are one or two other matters that I wanted 
to refer to, but I will have an opportunity of 
doing so on the Estimates. I have made my 
remarks much shorter than I intended, simply 
because we shall have an opportunity of bringing 
these mattem up on the EHtimates. If I had 
been ruled out of order, I would have been 
obligen to take advantage of the Standing Orders, 
and referred to theBe m>ttters on the motion for 
the Speaker to leave the chair: However, that 
necessity does not exist, and I have got in suffi­
cient of what I wanted to say in respect to this 
question. 

JIIJ'r. LE.Al1Y; You have got it reported, 
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Mr. McDONNELL : I am not particular 
whether it is reported or nut. I was elected 
principally on account of my opinions on this 
question, and my opinions are well known, so 
that I am not very particular whether it is 
known I have been speaking on the suhject again 
or not. However, while 1 am in this House, 
whether it be long or short, I intend to advocate 
this matter until the present Government, or 
some other Government-and I am in hopes that 
some day we shall have another Government­
bring in that legislation which it is proved bas 
worked •o admirahlv in other parts of Australia. 

Mr. PL UNKETT (Albert) : My remarks on 
this occa•ion will be short, but it is only fair that 
I shnnld add my few words in commendation of 
the Financial StatemPnt. I do not agree with 
all that the 'l'reasurer has said, but I agree th••t 
the colony is going ahead by leaps and bounds, 
and that our imports and exports haw' increased 
considerably. I wish to say a few words 
on a question which is not mentioned in 
the Financial Statement, but which affects 
the interests of the colony to a large extent. I 
am sorry to have to disagree with the remarks 
made by the Secretary for Agriculture at Beau­
desert on the tick question with reference to the 
closing of the line between New South Wales and 
Queensland. I do not believe that is a right 
thing to do. It is all very well for men who are 
fattening cattle on the coast, hut it is doing an 
injustice to a large nnmber of people, particu· 
larly thoRe in the South-western portion of the 
colony, who, it is very well known, only hreed 
cattle, and have not sufficient good land on 
which to fatten them. The hon. gentleman gave 
some reasons for his action, and said that the 
inspectors sent here from Victoria and New 
South \Vales should be dispensed with. We 
know that inspectors appointed by thi' Govern· 
ment have been very lax in their efforts to keep 
the ticks in the Northern portion of the colony, 
and I believe it is on the cards at the present 
time that the line is to be removed, and that 
cattle are to be allowed to come from Rock· 
hampton and the North to Brisbane. The result 
of such action will be that the people in the 
South-western portion of the colony will not be 
able to send their cattle to the coast for the 
purpose of being converted into tinned meat. 
Over 600,000 head of cattle were s0nt from that 
part of the colony last year into K ew South 
vV ales, and there is not sufficient room on the 
.Log,m to fatten all tho"e cattle, even if they were 
sent to the coast. It has been said tha,t the 
whole of those cattle should be killed here, so that 
we may retain the hides, the tallow, and all the by­
products. Only a few people who fatten cattlfl in 
the coast districts will be benefited by the pro­
po•ed action of the Government, and the people 
out;ide will be ruined. Coming now to the 
Financial Statement, I think it has been 
thrashed out fairly well. It was my intention 
last night to have asked the question which wa' 
pnt by the hon. member for Drayton and 
Toowonmba, Mr. Groom, in reference to the 
purchase of fodder in Melbourne for the horses 
of the contingent which is going to the Trans­
vaal, but I came in too late to do so. It was 
most unmitigated impudence on the part of the 
Brigade Office to jump the claim of the Secretary 
for Agriculture with regard to the purchase of 
100 tons of fodder for the Transvaal contingent. 
No person, whether he is a friend or foe of the 
Government, will blame any member of the 
Ministry for the action which has been taken. I 
know they feel it just as sorely as we do on this 
side of the House. I was, however, surprised 
last night to hear hon. members who <luring 
the federation debate sold the farmers and their 
markets to the south, speak as they did on 
this question. \Vhat has happened in this case 

is only a foretaste of what we may expect under 
intercolonial federation, because when we have 
freetrade £75 of duty will be remitted on that 
100 tons of hay. There are some things in the 
Treasurer's Statement that I quite agree with ; 
but in regard to the subsidy to divisional 
boards I do not think the Government go 
far enough, as they have only increased the 
en•lowment to 15s. in the £1, instead of making 
it £1. Some people say that m ern hers speak on 
this matter and advocate increased endown1ent 
to divisional boards for political reasons, but I 
do not admit that such is the case. The district 
I represent is very ridgy and monnt>tinous, and 
it is impossible for the boards to keep the roads 
in goorl order with the small subsidy they have 
received from the Government. Some boards 
have such a strong feeling on the matter that 
they are inclined to hand over the roads to the 
Government and let them do the best they can 
with them. However, the increased subsidy this 
year is a step in the right direction, and I hope 
that ere long thA Government will see their 
way to make further provision for subsidising 
these local authorities. Another thing I am 
pleased to see is the proposal to reduce the rate 
of interest on loans to local bodies from 5 to 4 
per cent. A good deal has been said about rail­
ways, and some people say that railways in agri­
cultural districts are not paying at the present 
time. I am not going to question that statement; 
hut I contend that if they do not J;"Y directly 
tlwy pay indirectly, and I hope the Government 
will endeavour to assist the farmer• by construct­
ing cheap railways in agricultural districts. It 
is not mnph use speaking on the question of 
railways now, because thPre is a Bill before the 
House providing for the appointment of a parlia 
mentar.v standing committee on railway works, 
and I shall reserve what I have to sav on the 
subject till that measure is under crimidera­
tion. I look upon such a committee as a buffer 
between the Government and the people. That 
it has worked very well in New South \Vales I 
admit, bnt I assert that it did not wc•rk well 
at tbe commPncmnent, for there was as much 
jobbery nnr!er that committee as under the 
Government. Ho.vever, it is working more 
smoothly at the presc·nt time. A good dPal 
has been said recentlv in the Oh amber of Com· 
merce and in some "of the papers against the 
acti•m of . the Secretary for Agriculture in 
subsidising a weekly service from Brisbane to 
Sydney. Well, I say that that one action of his, 
and he ha8 done many a good one, will redound 
more to his credit in future than anything else he 
has done. A good many have said that that is not 
what we want at all, bnt what we want is a sub· 
sirly for a direct line for the shipment of our 
butter to .London. \V e were promised long ago a 
suhsidy for a direct line that would e,nable our 
butter to be sent home at a very mnch cheaper 
ratp, than it is carried at the present time. That 
promise has not been c11rried out, but I do not 
blame the Government for that, as I believe they 
did the best they could in that matter and did 
not succeed. I admit that we want that direct liue 
between here and London, bnt when it is said 
that what has now been done will lose us that, 
I say it is•foolish to talk in that way. We know 
very well that at the present time we can over· 
stock our market with butter, and if before we 
do anything to meet that difficulty we have to 
wait unl il we get that direct line between here 
and London-well, I would be very pleaHed to 
think we would get it three years hence ; hut I 
am afraid we will not. The subsidising of this 
line of steamers between here and Sydney will 
be the means of giving us a chance to place 
this perishable article, butter, upon the market 
there in a marketable condition, and will help a 
good many people to become far more prosperous 
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than they ~.re at the present time. Consequent'y 
I say again that no action of any Government 
conld do more to benefit a large number of our 
people than that action of the Secretary for 
Agriculture. It is estimated that we will turn 
out 1,000 tons of butter this year, and at any rate 
we know it is a growing industry. It has been 
said many times that we could not produce an 
article which would have any pos•ibl<e chance of 
sale in the London market, but that fallacy has 
long since been exploded. I want now to say a 
few words on this question of the repurcha'e fJf 
lands. I am not going into the Seafnrth business 
or anything like th;1t. It might be right or it might 
be wrong, but I would be long sorry to think--

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : Give us your 
opinion of it. 

Mr .. PL UNKETT: My opinion, so far as it 
goes, IS that a very great blunder was committed. 
I hN1rd the Treasurer and the Secretary for 
Lands say last nic ht that they were doing their 
best to break up the large estates so that people 
might be settled upon them. That is not my 
opinion at all. I consider the district I have 
the honour to represent has been exceedingly 
badly treated by the present Government in 
this matter, in fact no district could be worse 
treated. 

Mr. LEAHY : What about mine? 
Mr. PLUNKETT: The land in your district 

is not worth purchasing. I am speaking of what 
I know, and I say the Logan and Alhert district 
has not been treated by the present Governmt·nt 
as it should be tr<:tted. It is quite hue that 
four or five years ago the then hon. member for 
Murilla, Sir Hugh Nelson, was induc.,·d to pur­
chase one property there-t.he Cryn>t Estate, 
and I may say that all I said of that property at 
that time has been thoroughly proved to be true, 
and there is not one acre of it now umelected. 
Later on I asked the Government to purchase a 
property cailed the "Towns vale," and another 
called "Brome ]ton " was also offPred to them. 
I am not. blaming the Government for huyinl{ 
land but for not having bought land. I 
say that Townsvale was a magnificent pro­
perty. The Chairman knows it as well as I do, 
and he knows that every acre of it is g, •orl agri­
cultural land. Unfortunately, there was only 
l,HOO acres in that property, but there are two 
railwli.y stations on it, it has a long frontage to 
the railway and to the Log•.n Hiver., and every­
thing calculatrd to make farming pro;perous. 
Unfortunately for me, though I tried them many 
a time, becau<c there were only 1,800 acres in it 
the Government refused point blank to have it. 
Bromelton I will not say so much about, but I 
can say that a great portion of it has since been 
let at an annual renhl of 10s. an acre. Townsvale 
was offered to the Government for £3 an acre in­
cluding all the buildings on it, but the Government 
refused to buy it on the plea that it was not larga 
enough, though they have since purchased a place 
with only 560 acres in it on the D<>rling Dowm. 
I do not blame them for that purcha,e, but I 
think they should have treated the district I 
rP.present as well as other di,,triets in the colony. 
What was to the disadvantage of the country, 
has been to the great :1dvantr>ge of tbe owne1 of 
Townsvale, for while it was offered, buildings and 
all, to the Government for £3 an acre, portions of 
it have since been sold at £3, £6, £[), and £12 
an acre, and tbe owner has received more for a 
small portic.n of it, than he was prepared to take 
from the Government for the whole of it and the 
buildings on it. I have said that C•yna, which 
was purchased by the Government, has proved a 
success, and it is now studded all orer with 
homesteads, and the people on it are doing well. 
Some time ago I moved for all the correspond­
ence and papers in connection with the offm· of 
Telemon to be laid on the table. It was offered 

to the Ggvernment for £3 2s. 6d. an acre, and I 
must ask the Committee to excuse me while I 
read the report of the Land Board on that estate. 
It says-

'fhe Telemon Estate i~ situated on the Logan River, 
about sixteen mile8southwardfrorn the terminus of the 
railway at 8Paudesert. The distance of the eRtate from 
:Brisbane i~ about sixty-three miles~nnmc"'ly, forty-sew~n 
miles by rallwa.y to Beaudesert and sixteen miles by 
road. 
I may tell yon that tbe nearest part of Telernon 
to the Be~udes<Jrt rail way station is not more 
than twelve miles from the station. The report 
goes on to say-

::\fessrs. Dalgety and Co., on behalf of the owner, Mr. 
Charles A. Bruxner, in their lettt'T dated 27th August, 
1807, have offered to the Govel'nment 11,135 acres 2 roods 
and 20 perches of land, comyrising the whole estate, at 
the price of .£8 2''· 6d. an acre. 

'rhe irnprovemPnts eonsist of fences on the externa.! 
boundaries of the property. division fences forming the 
six paddocks into which thf\ e<:tate iA divided, and a 
large stoek.yard. In the home paddock there i~ a head 
station house built of c1 dar. together with the out­
hom~er~ and stables. The owner has supplied no 
s:'rmrate valuation of these improvements, which 
apprar to he in good condition. 

It would add very much to th6 value of this Jlro_perty 
if the adjoining land fr·mting on Christmas Creek. con­
ta:ned in portions 18, 42. aud 31., could be acquired and 
annexed to 'l'elemon. 

'l'he cnuntrv at the ba<'k of these portions is only 
pastoral hmd, 'and has no water on it. In t.he evf'nt of 
the 1and in question being added to the property undr•r 
offer the estate could be easily subdivided into .farms on 
each of which there coulcl l.e provided both natural 
water and a fair proym tion of agricultural land. 

A r'<}rort by :\lr. \Y:itts, laud commis~ioner for the 
Brisbane district, on the lands offered is appendPd 
hereto. 

Mr. }inhon, of the Agl'icultnra1 Department, owintr to 
the weather, was unable to inspect the whole of the 
e~tate, but hP s.~\v the be~t portion of it, and vouches 
for its suitability for agriculture so far as he was iu a 
position to examine it. His report will be appended if 
reeeived in time. 

rrh·is property would be worth at least £3 per acre if 
it were connected by railway 'vith the metropolis. 
·There has been some action taken by the resjflents with 
the viE'"'' ofohtainlr1g an exteu:o:;ion of the PXisting rail~ 
wav, but. it has not. reached a stage upon which it would 
be f,afe to offer any prediction a3 to its sucf'e~·J or othf'l"­
wise. At the presr·nt time. and conshlering the distance 
or the property from J~eandesert, the Land Board value 
the land at £2 Ss. -per a("re. 

\Yhilst tlu, Land Board wel'e at Telemon a lar.~:e Pnm­
bAr of persons came for the purpose of exprc,c-sing their 
views on the subj~ct of the Government aequiring suit­
able land for agricultural Sf'leetion. They avpeared to 
he a. cla~s of men likely to p:rove good :-;ettlers. and to 
be well satisfied that the lands on Telrmon would suit 
thfm if they could be secured by the Government at a 
fair priee. The Land Bor'.rd have no reason to doubt 
their si11cerit.y in this mattel'. 

I can accentuate that, as the whole time there 
wa" talk ab< 'ut the possible repurchase of this 
land, I had inquiries from all over the district 
and from different parts of the country aoking 
if there was any po>sihle chance of getting a piPce 
of this land. On the Log,1n ancl Alhert we can 
claim to ha,·e as good land as any in the colony ; 
but I mav tell vou that this is the pick of the 
lot-it is "the garden of the Logan. The report 
says further-

The Telemon "Estate is sp,~cinUy fitted for marking 0tf 
into agrh•ultnrnl farms. There is fully 9 000 a<'rf:'s of 
tlw area !:'.uitable t'm· cultivation, upwards of 5,000 of 
which i' plain and ready for the ploug-h. The Land 
Board :-;aw it in an exce: ~tionaJ ~eason, when the country 
wa~ looking it<> best. 'J.1hry eannot give any opinion as 
to whcthrr water lies on tile plr.ins, bnt so far as 
nppf'arances go no large r1rc:Js are affer.kd in that way, 
anrl thr.,~.e placeR on which it WAs likely that tr,e watC"r 
would lie conld be easily drained by an open cutting 
into the river or creek. 

The report of the Land Commic;;;ioncr for the :Brisbane 
district Iurnislles full particular~ of the character and 
snit.abilitv of the lmHl for agricultural purposes. 

The prOperty is bounded on tbe west and north by 
the Logan River and Christmns Creek; a. portion of the 
n01·th-eaotern boundltry is formed by Christmas Creek. 
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Oakey Oreek, a tributary of the Logan River, runs 
throngh the centre of the property. 'raking it as a 
whole, the ellltate is well watered. There is a well on 
portion 40, at the back of the land on Christmas Creek, 
~o the desirability of purchasing which, and anneting 
It to the Telemon Estate, the Land Board referred in 
the first part of this report. 

There is every reason to believe thnt wn.ter c~n be 
obtained over almost rhe whole estate at a moclerate 
d~pth by sinking wells, but they wilJ be sc·-trcelv nrces­
sary in consequence of the abundant supply of "-':tter in 
the creeks surrounding awl intersecting it. Katnral 
water could be supplied to almost the whOle number of 
the portions into which the estate is likely to be 
divided in tbe event of the property being acquired by 
the Government. 
This report further states-

The Land Board have re:Json to believe that the land 
would be selected tf offered at a moderate 

[7 p.rP.] upset price. There was rPasouable evidence 
of there being & number of persons ready 

to select the land, but the Land Board were unable to 
obtain from any of them a statement or the priPe they 
were prepared to pay. The value of this e~tate depends 
a good deul on the extension or the railway. 

You will understand that the board said there 
wAre 11,650 acres, 9,000 of which were suitahle 
for agriculture, and 5,000 acres were ready for 
the plough. 

At present, the long lutulagd by road might prove a 
bar to agricultural settlement, at the same time it 
must be acknowledged that the land is exceptionally 
good1 and that in itself wonld offer strong inducements 
to select it. Taking all thing~ into consiclera.tion. t.he 
La11d Board are of opinion that the land will be s.elected 
at the price they have valued it at, E''ipecially under the 
circnmstances of selActors hRving twenty J:ears to pay 
the amount due on their farms. 

Thott is the report of the Land Board. The I"and 
Commissioner also states-

Telemon Run waq always ronsidered one of the best 
properties on the JJogan River, and •retemon .E~tate now 
consists of the best of the run. 

hiPROYJ<~:u~~::n's.~'rhe improvements consist of two­
rail and wire fenf'.ing, a give-nnd-take fence on the 
Log:m IUver and Christmas Cn::'Bk, and fen('es dividing 
the e~tate into six paddocl<s, beside stockyard, etc., for 
:vorking a cattle rnn. In the homn p~vldock (portion 1) 
IS thr. station house. 50 feet by 2A feet 8 inehes, built 
entirely of cedar with iron roof, in good repair, with 
servants' quarters, stables, etc. 

DEMA:'iD FOR LAND.-There is a demand for land in 
this di~triet by those already settled thP-re, who wish to 
increase their area, and from the i.nquiries made, there 
i~ no doubt there will be a g-reat mnny applieauts for 
this land, and there wHl be no difficulty in placing a good 
cl ;.:;~ of settlers on it provided it can be offered at a 
reasonable price. 

There are no Crown lancls in this part of the East 
l\Ioreton district suitable for agricultural purposes. 

I value this land at £2 6s. per acre. 
I may say that from one end of the Log-an to the 
other, and from one end of the Albert to the 
other, and in Brisbane, inquiries have been made 
as to whether there was any probahility of thi8 
land being thrown open for selection, and if 
thrown open it would be all selected the first. 
That goes without saying. This is another 
pnrt.ion of the report-

Not"'itbstanding the existence of manr big e:-tates. a 
cousiderable extent of brmd .fide farming is met with to 
the south of Beaudest~rt and close up to the New ..,onth 
\Vales border, ext.ending back for a distance of nearly 
twenty miles. 
'l'his land which is spoken about, is all rocky and 
mountainous country right up to the divide nf 
the Logan River, and if men got it f•>r nothing, 
and were paid for living on it they would not get 
more than they desNve. This is one of the large 
runs that have not been purchased by the Go­
vernment, and I hold them responsible with 
regard to this matter. The report goes on-

Ji~arming operations hereabouts principally consist of 
growing maize and fatteniug pigs for t.lle Brisbane 
markets, together with u little dairying with small lots 
of eattle. which frequently find an outlet in the mar­
kets of Beaudesert, :South port. or Ipswich, or even across 
the Range and on to the Darling Downs. In view of the 

incre:uwd settlement, both present and prospective, the 
residents recently petitioned the Hon. the Minister for 
Railways, throul!h Mr. Collins, the local member, for a 
eontinuntion of the railway from Beande:-:ert to the 
fingerpost at Lara, a di~tanc~ of about nine miles-a 
very small matler. the importance of the clistrict con­
siderrd. and one whleh mlgbt well be included in the 
proposed hig railway policy of the Government, which, 
it is hoped, will t.akf~ effect during nPxt year. 'l'he Beau~ 
desert lineofrailwa~·. in its presrntform. would app'-'ar to 
llave Just ta1Jped the good (:onnt.ry, and there c:nne to a 
sndclen stop, the Government of the da~Y no doubt con~ 
eluding that in doing so a very desirable end had been 
accomplished. 

This line referred to is the railway from Beau­
desert to Lara,, which has been spoken about for 
a long time. Nine years ago I got the line sur­
veyed, and the ide>1 was then to push it further 
on. \Vhen the m ill ion loan for rail w>1ys was on 
I wa,q fortunate enough to get .£52,000 put down 
for the cost of the ccmstruction of this line>, and 
.£62,800 for the line from Nerang to the border. 
'l'hat loan was stonewalled for eight or nine 
days-the longest stonewall on record-and the 
result was that it fell through, otherwise the line 
would h>1ve been in existence long since. An 
agitation for it has been kept up ever since, and 
one of the principal reasons was because it was 
thought that Telemon Station would be pur­
chased by the Government ancl thrown open for 
settlemPnt. I am told that the g·oorl land is quite 
capable of giving a de.Jent livelihood to seventy 
familiei1-th<tt is if it WitS purchased by the 
Government, but they h ''.ve failed to do that. It 
is further stated with regard to 'felemon-

This property enjoys many advantages. In the first 
place it is beautifully comnact and well watered. It 
Pvmprises an extent of 11,0( 0 acres of freehold land, 
with a fr· ~ntage of between six and ~_even mih~s to the 
r~o:ran, besides; being watered on the northern side by 
Christmas Creek, whilst smaller watcrcourSf':lii, ineluding 
Oakev Creek and a number of never-failing water holes, 
sprin!.:'-fed, occupy central positions on the estate. The 
property i~ about e<!tutlly divided betwixt plains and 
undulations. bnt in 110 place is to be found an acre of 
land that con1d be termed profitl~'sscountry. Telemon 
is what may be cte""·~ribed as one of the propertir" of the 
good old t.imes. 

This is nr)t at all surprising from the fact tlmt there 
is no land available, ~nd with a rnilv,ay extending to 
t.lw ~011fines of one of the r\·~hest farming distr1cts of 
Southern Queen8land, together with a strong prosyeet 
of its continunnce. any proce~s of close ~ettlement 
w0nld bA hailed lJoth locally and along the South Coast 
with delight. rrhc operations of the Agricultural 
Lanrl~ Pnrt~hase Act of 1894 have wor1\ed marvellous 
results in adding to the general prosperity of the 
Darling Downs; the same may be said ol" the estatPS 
acquired bY the Government and thro\vn open for 
selection in other portions of the colo11Y; and if the 
bountiful operations of the Act were extended to the 
lJpper Logan district, with Telernon as an initiative 
centre) a few month:, at the outside would see the 
esta.te occupied by several families of industrious 
people. The worldng of the property in its present 
form is no improvement on forty years ago, n. manager 
aud a black stockmnn being the sole occupiers of n. 
large n.nc1 fertile acrrag-e, to which may be added the 
fact of an absentee landlord. 

The next is a letter saying th,,t they c mnot buy 
at £2 s-., but otfter a little while they agreed to 
give £2 H<. an acre, which the owner" agreed to 
>1ecept. Then come;; this letter-

Eliz:tbeth street, Bri<bane, 
2tth November, 1898. 

STR,--1Vith reference to our manager's conversation 
with yon to-day, on the B-UlJject of the offer of the 
Telemon J<~st~tte, Lm:n.n district, \.Ye have the h ·nonr to 
state that, being de~uons of closing partner::;hip affairs, 
"'\Ir. Bruxner has autnoriscd ns to offer yon, for imme~ 
diate sale, the est~te at the Land Board's valuation of 
£2 Ss. per ac: e. terms e·tsh. The vendors desire to 
retain the grnzing riQ'ht of the property untll lRt April, 
but, if.ret1uired, they conl1l arrange to g;ve delivery 
'vi thin onr! month of acceptance of this offer. 

Awaiting your early reply. 
We have, etc., 

DAI.Gifl'Y AND COMPANY, LDIITlm. 
A. D. Walsh, :uanager. 
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I think nothing C<'uld be fairer than that as 
between man and man. Certainly nothing could 
be fairer as between a Government and a private 
individual. The fact remains that the land was 
not purchased, and the consequence is that 
hundreds and thousands of people have been 
deorived of suitable land on which to settle. 
What is to be thought of a Government which, 
having agreed to purchase land at .£2 Ss. an acre, 
afterwards backs down? But listen to this-

Department of Pub He Lands. 
Brisbane, 2nd December, 1898. 

Sir,-Referring to your offer on behalf of ::.\fr. Charles 
A. Bruxner to surrender to the Crown, under the provi­
sions of the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act of 1894, 
the Telemon Estate, Logan district, rontaining an area 
of ll ,155 acres 2 roods 20 perches, at the rate of £2 Ss. 
per acre, being the value of the land as determined by 
thn Land Board, I have the honour, by direction, to 
inform you that on further consideration it has been 
decided to tal<e no action in the matter. 

I have, etc., 
F. X. HEENEY, Under Secretary. 

Then there is a minute upon that by the Minister, 
".Acknowledge." 

Mr. DuNSFORD : Why did they not take 
action? 

Mr. PLUNKETT: It has been asked by one 
hon. member, why the Government did not 
accept that land. Well, I prefer not to answer 
that question. I only know that throughout the 
whole district there is but one opinion, and there 
is only one answer, and that is that the Govern­
ment threw up this opportunity in order to allow 
some private person to purchase the land. I say 
that a Government that would act in such a way 
have not acted fairly towards the district which 
I have the honour to represent. Mind this is 
not a matter in which I have been m~ved to 
take action through any personal interest I may 
have in it. I have none, but I have been asked 
over and over again, by men who had sons ready 
to settle on this land, to bring the matter before 
Parliament, and try to ascertain whv the GO\·ern­
n:entdi~ notpurc~"~e the land. I had many inter­
views w1th the Mm1ster on the subject, the last 
one that I had with him being on a Thmsday, 
and on the Saturday it appeared in thf' public 
Press that a private perwn had purchased the 
land. I say I was not treated fairly in the 
matter; that the Government acted very unfairly 
and improperly, and that I, as a resident of the 
district, have a perfect right to protest. I think 
it is a public duty on my part to bring the 
matte;r forward and allow thA people to ktJow 
the Circumstances of the case. It is no use 
people saying that the action of the Gov<'rnment 
was well intentioned. If I went into that 
district an:i said so, no one would believe me. 
If this property had gone into the hands of 
persons who wanted it, it would have been 
a very different matter, but the result of it all 
is that it has got into the hands of those who 
have ten or twelve times as much already as they 
can use. I have not oue word to say against the 
purchaser of that property. He only did what 
others would have done, and not one acre of land 
that he has got but ha" been obtained honestly 
and fairly; but I do blame the Government for 
acting in this petty way, "hich is likely to lead 
people to have very little confidence in thPm. I 
will sav no more on that question. I desire to 
say a few words on the subject of immigration. 
There is no doubt about it that we need more 
people in this colony than we have at the 
present time. I k~ow well that there are many 
places where there Is a. great demand for labour 
which cannot be supplied, I will give you an 
instance of what l mE an. I have not the 
slightest hesitation in saying that 500 boys of 
from ten to sixteen years of age could be placed 
in the Southern portion of Queensland. There 
is a great desire on the part of many people to 

get these boys for work which is not suitable to 
a grown man-such work as the taking of cows 
out in the morning and bringing them home in 
the evening, and l am perfectly right in saying 
that if 500 boys of those ages were landed in 
Brisbane to·morrow thfly would all be absorbed. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : Those boys ought 
to be at school. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: A good many of them 
could go to school as well. I know men who 
employ boys and send them to school in the 
morning after they have taken the cows out, and 
when they come home in the evening send them 
out again for the cows. 

Mr. KERR : That would be working them 
about sixteen hourH a day. 

Mr. PL UNKETT : I do not consider going to 
school work. However, we want mote immi­
grants, and with regard to the nmount set down 
I think it is too small. I think we ought to obtain 
far better results by the expenditure of this 
money than we have during the rmst two years. 
I think we ought to get far more for our money 
than we have been getting. A great deal of 
the money which is spent goes in advertising, 
wages, and office expenses, the result being 
that we really do not get full value for our 
money. There i" another question that I would 
like to speak about, and that is the neces­
sity of doing something to improve the port 
of· Brisbane. Some people will say that I 
have nothing to do with this question, but 
I think it concerns us all to endeavour to 
attract the large ocean.going steamers to our 
port., and it depends upon the condition of the 
port as to whether they will come m not. I 
think a much largt·r sum of money will have to 
be spent upon this port than has been spent 
hitherto. l:'eople growl about the steamers 
bringing goods up from Sydney and l\felhourne 
to the North as cheaply as they carry them to 
Brisbane, but I do not think it is to be wondered 
at when we see the advantages that the southern 
ports have. I will give you an instance 
of what I mean. I went to Sydney recently and 
got in at 2 o'clock in the morning, and before it 
was daylight a great deal of the cargo had been 
landed on tbe wharf. On the ret.urn journey, 
when we cnme back to Brisbane in a compara­
tively small vessel of 2,500 tons, we were delayed 
six and a·half hours in the bay w.11iting for the 
tide, and we got stuck at Qneensport coming up 
the river. When such things as that happen to 
a boat of 2,500 tons, how can we hope to get such 
boats as those of the Peninsular and Oriental 
or the Orient Compnny's to visit us? I would, 
therefore, support a very much larger sum being 
spent upon the improvement of this port. 

l\1r, CuRTIS : And other ports, too. 
Mr. PL UNKETT : Yes, I admit the justice 

of spending money on other ports too. A great 
deal of money has been spent on the port of 
Brisbane, atJd also on the port which the hon. 
member rernesents. \Vhat we want is to have 
things impn•ving, and to keep pace with the 
other colonies. 'l'hen we will have prosperity. 
With regard to railways, I do not know whether 
the Government are taking a wise step or not; but 
I think it is time we had a stop put to what, 
not only this Gllvernment, but \.he last few 
Governments have been doing- what I call 
hoodwinki11g the people with regard to railways. 
I do not say the present Premier or the pre•ent 
Secretary for Railwa} s. They all do it.. They 
come bel ore the people just before election time 
and say, "If you vote for J ones you will get 
your railway." Jones is voted for, but you hear 
nothing about the rail way for another three 
years. Then, when another election is coming 
on, you are going to get it, 

An HONOURABLE ME~JBER : Vote for Smith 
then. 
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Mr. LEAHY : Vote for Plunkett. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: Yes, vote for Smith then; 
but Smith does not get the railway. The very 
same thing is repeated year after year. As far 
as I can eee, suppose we get this parliamentary 
committee-suppose these nine men are appointed 
-where ar9 we going to get any railways? How 
are we going to get the Lara railway? · 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: And the Bowen 
railway? 

Mr. PL UNKETT: Or any railway? It seems 
to me to be hopeless. There is not the ghost of 
a chance of any of these lines being got before 
the next election, as far as I can see. ·I can say 
that the people are getting tired of these pro-· 
mises. 

Mr. LEAHY: This is the consolation stakes. 
Mr. PL UNKETT : This committee cannot 

sit when the House is sitting; it can only sit 
when Parliament is in recess, and then they have 
to go and exo,mine the land, and, in the case of 
guarantee railways, value it. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : It is a ~ery nice 
billet. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: It is a very nice billet. I 
should very much like to be one of the committee 
myself. Whoever is on it, it is going to he a 
very nice billet, but I am not going to be one, so 
far as I know. As far as I can see, the effect,,£ the 
appointment of this committee will he to retard 
the construction of railways, and this famous rail­
way policy of the Government we will hear of 
three years hence, and no sooner. In connection 
with this railway, or, ra.ther, this extension to 
Lara, which was to be built seven years ago, it 
is all open country, magnific<>nt country without 
any d"ubt ; but, unfortunately, there are too 
few people on it. But the day is coming when 
that will work out its own end, when it will work 
its own cure. That is, the land will becomA so 
valuable that we will very likely have an offer 
from the Government, and I hope they will then 
act in a more straightforward-I will say straight­
forward-manner and purchase it, and let other 
people have a show. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Last night. the 
Government were blamed for purchasing. Now 
they are blamed for not purchasing. 

Mr. PL UNKETT: That is so. I think this 
Lam railway was to cost about £52,000. A 
guarantee was given for its construction, which 
has been in the bands of the Secretary for Rail­
ways for the last eighteen months; but, as far as 
we can see, we are just as far off a railway now 
as we were years ago. We are told that we must 
wait until the appointment of this standing com­
mittee; hut I hope that when the time con1es tbe 
Minister will not forget the promise that has been 
made. This litHl accentuates my remarks in 
connection with the sale or, rather. non-s~;le to 
the Government of Telemon. The. purchase of 
this property by the Government wa" a very 
large factor in the giving of the guarantee. 
The guarantore actually depended on help 
from the amount of produce grown on this run 
to make the line a paying one. I do not think 
there is likely to be any loss ; but, loss or gain, 
it would not be any loss to the State. But the 
line is in the same state as it was eight years 
ago. If this speech will have the result of 
advancing the matter I will be very glad of it; 
but as it is, it is wrong side up. I think it is only 
right a~ain to compliment the TreaRurer on his 
Financial Statement. It is a first-class one. I 
have nothing to say about that gentleman as 
Treasurer except praise. I hope that next year, 
whoever is Treasurer, he will be able to show as 
good or a better Statement than we have before 
us at present. 

*Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay): I do not 
know that I can endorse the last sentiments 
uttered by the speaker who has just resumed his 
seat. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We did not 
expect it. 

Mr. JENKINSON: 
Blessed are they which expect little, for they shall not 

be disftppointed. 
That is an old proverb which I commend to the 
hon. gentleman. As far as I am concerned, when 
the Government deserve credit they will get it; 
when they do not deserve it they will get my 
condemnation, whether they like it or not. It is 
a matter of the most perfect indifference to me. 
I am sent here to do my duty, not to please any 
particular occupant of any bench in this House. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Who disputes 
that? 

Mr. JENKINSON: The Treasurer cannot 
help himself presenting a good balance-sheet, for 
the simple reason that the resources of this colony 
are so great that, no matter how indifferent a 
man may be in the management of his depart­
ment, he cannot help producing a fairly good 
balance-sheet at this present time. There is very 
little credit due to the Treasurer for that. As 
far as the Statement itself is concerned, it cer­
tainly is not worthy of the reputation that the 
hon. gentleman enjoys- whether rightly or 
wrongly. It seems to me it is simply a tabulated 
statern!"nt of accounts, compiled, perhaps, by the 
heads of the respective departments-more like 
the balance-sheets presented to various com­
panies delineating their business of the year. 

JYir: .T ACKSON : Chamber of commerce. 
Mr. JENKINI::lON: Or, as the hon. member 

for Kennedy says, a eh amber of commerce. 
There is nothing particularly brilliant about it. 
As far as regards finances, it is not the fault of 
the hon. gentleman that the fina.nces of the 
colony are in the position they are in to-day. 
That is simply because our resources are so great 
that it could not be otherwise. I want to refer 
for a short time to various matters that a re 
incidentally touched upon in the Treasurer's 
Financial Statement, although they are not 
directly mentioned in that Statement. I an1 very 
glad you have changed the ruling you gave this 
afternoon, and have said that you thought it 
only fair that any hon. member cou~d get 
up and traverse a statement, even 1f the 
particular item he is discussing does not appear 
in the Treasurer's Statement. It gives us a 
little more latitude-latitude, I maintain, that 
has been tacitly accorded to members of this 
Hnuse for some considerable time, more particu­
larly as the Address in Reply was allowed to go 
through very Rpeedily in order to allow the 
Governnwnt to bring on the great question of the 
ses,;ion-the Address to the Queen regarding 
federation. As a matter of fact, this is the first 
time I have spoken this se•sion. The first matter 
I desire to refer to is the question of unauthorised 
expenditure. I look upon this question of spend­
ing money without the authority of Parliament 
as a most insidious practice on the part of the 
Government, and it is a growing practice. 
Parliament have the controlling of the funds of 
the colony. It has in its hands a great power, 
and if the Ministry of the day can go beyond that 
power, and spend money without the authority 
of Parliament, they are practically interfering 
with a liberty which has, perhap'<, done 
morP for British subjects than anything else. 
Our liberty is vitally hound up in the question of 

finance, and when we look at the 
[7·30 p.m.] statements that are made to this 

House- and particularly to the 
Auditor-General's reports, and see how this un­
authorised exper.diture is year by year being 
increased-it is quite time that the members of 
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this House should draw attention to the matter, 
so that the people in the country may see how 
the Government are carryin>r on. They are 
practically going behind us. They spend money 
without our authority. 

Mr. LEAHY: It comes before you, you know. 
Mr. JENKINSON: Yes, but it is then too 

late, because they come down and tell us that the 
h.mour of P>trliament is pledged, that the money 
has been spent, and therefore to protect !.1inisters 
and the honour of the country the money must 
be voted. The practice is growing. It is an irl­
sidious practice, and a practice that I should 
like to see put a stop to. There is not the 
slightest doubt .that there are occasions when it 
is necessary for the Government through unfore­
seen circnmstances to llpend a certain amnunt of 
money, but the greater part of this ummthorised 
expenditure, amounting roughly to nearly 
£150,000, ccu!d be foreseen. 

Mr. DAWSON: It is about £230,000. 

Mr. JENKINSON: That, of course, makes 
the matter much worse. It appears perfectly 
clear to me that far the greater portion of this 
unauthorised expenditure should not have been 
expended at all. The best part of it could luwe 
been brought before Parliament in the customary 
way, and have received parliamentary sanction. 
I find on reference to the Auditur-Genenl's 
reports for the last three years the following 
amounts have been expended without parlia­
ment 1ry authntity :-For the financial year 
1896·7, from revenue, £:i0,302 h. 1d. ; for the 
financial yenr 1897-8, £84,122 lls. 10d. ; and for 
the financial yeo,r 1898 9, £146,941 19e. 6d. ; 
making a total of nnauthorised exoenditnre from 
revenue of £281,366 12s. 15d. In addition to 
that there has been spent from loan :--In 1896-7, 
£97,606 ls. lld. ; in 1897-8, £3~,203 15s. 
9d. ; and in 1898-9, £33,888 1Gs. 3d. -or a total 
of £166,788 13s. lld.-or en aggregate amount 
of £448,155 os. 4d. for three yeo,rs. Nearly 
£500,000 has thus been spent without any 
authority from Parliament. The Government 
have come down afterwards and said they have 
spent this money, and they desil'e to get the 
sanction of Parliament to legitimise their actinns. 
The majority of these items could, supposing the 
Ministry to have the capabilities they sometimes 
arrogate to themselves, have been foreseen, and 
placed in their ordinary Estimates, or, at all 
events, Parliament should haYe been given an 
opportunity of expressing an opinion befnre the 
money was actually spent. It will he noticed 
that the increase for the year 1898~9 over 
the preceding year amounts to £61,504 Ss. 2d., 
and it is also worthy of note that a large 
amount appears under the heading of con­
tingencies, inddentals, and other matters like 
that, and which apparently we have no means 
of gauging what they are for. I want to 
refer to just a few of the items, because I 
have made an assertion th:;t several ~mount.s 
might easily have been foreseen, and either 
placed on the E"tirnates or else notification made 
to Parliament that t.'lis amount was to be spent. 
The first item I see is in the Chief Secretary's 
Department-Queensland's share of deficient 
contribution of i::huth Australia towar·ds cost of 
defences, Thursday !Rland, £~86 7s. 9d. Pa-ren­
thetically I may mention that this shows a very 
fine federal spirit. 

Mr. DAWSOX: Queensland has never paid her 
share towards the cost of the defences at Port 
Darwin. 

The TREASURER : There are no defences at 
Port Darwin. 

Mr. DAWSON: Queensland positively refused 
to pay her share. 

Mr. ,JENKINSON: If Queensland bas 
refused to pay her share of the defences at Po~·t 
Darwin that is no excuse for South Austra!Ja 
being ~ defaulter, when she entered into a 
contract to contribute towards the c.>st of the 
defences at Thursday Island. My point, how­
ever is that this should certainly not ap]Jear 
as ~nauthorised expenditure. Unauthorised 
expenditure generally means expenditure for 
which authority is given by what is generally 
called the Governor in Couneil. That might 
very well have been ylaced on the ordi_nary 
Ef\'irnates. The next l',em set down to whwh I 
shall refer is "contingencies-special grant to 
Queensland Rifle Assochtion, £400 ; and rifle 
clubs, new targets, £1,000." Then under the 
heading of "miscellaneous services'' there 
is an item of £900 for "incidental and 
miscellaneous expenses." Surely these expenses 
could have been foreseen at the time the 
Estimates were framt'd, instead of including 
it in this unauthorised expenditure. In the 
Home Secretary's Department we find an amount 
down with regard to leper stations-" contingen­
cies, medical fees, incidentals, &c., .£1,000. '' 
Surely there is no need to go ou~s~de P~rliament 
in a matter like th:>t. The JI!Im1ster m charge 
of the dep<>rtnwnt ought to have some sort of 
idea as to what is likely to be needed for 
his department. To put down an extra 
£1,000 for leper stations! 'Nhy, when we 
refer to the matter we arP indigr,"'nt!y told. by 
the :Minic,try that the lepers are not mcre:tsmg. 
If it is so, why go to the Gnvernor in C~uncil 
and get authority to spend another £1,000 
without consnlting Parliament? Also, £fi00 for 
provisions, s }reR and incidentals; Toowool!lba 
priROTI\~, £GOO; and £700 for rElfo,rmatories; 
£250 for the industrial school for g1rls, River­
view and £450 for the industrial ~choolfor boys, 
Yer(~nga. For provi~innR, rrlt-~dicnl comfort~, and 
ineidentals, at Dunwich, £1,300; charnable 
allowancc s, on account of Toowoomba Benevolent 
Society £210. In th~ Home Secretary's Ilepart­
mc"nt w~ have altogether an amount of £3,570, 
which with a little bit of foresight, c ,uld 
hn v, been placed on the ordinary Estimates. 
Tho Dep;,~tment of Public \V?rks _comes dow:' 
with £11,700-£3,000 of wlnch IS for fn~m­
ture and fitting,. Has there been anytlung 
particular hc;ppening in the Department of 
'.V orks to r:ecessitate £3,000 being expended. 
on furniture and fittings without coming to 
p,,rJiarnent? vVas there any part,icular hurry 
that this amount should be expended? In the 
Department of Justice we ·have £100-jJorti<>n 
of the salarv of Mr. Kellett, whic,, was 
referred to bv the hon. member for South Brisbane 
last night, and to which I shall refer later on. 
Also in the Department of the TreaRnrer, 
£2 000 for commission, exchange, &c.; £5,000 
for' the purc!ntse c,f hnd for the extension of the 
Quee,n's vVharf; and £5,695 for the (,tueen~land 
N >ttional Bank prosecutions. Then there 1s an 
amount of £4,61i2 for the Ad111iralty survey, 
amount of clnim and tidewaiters, lll<''sengers, 
etc., £1,000. It is but right that the p<·ople. in 
the countrv who have not the same oppnrtumty 
of seeil'g t'h'e Auditor-General's r.-ports that hnn. 
mernbf·rs poSSt''S~, Bhnn1d be informed throug~ the 
medium of the Hansard, or some other medmm, 
hnw money is being spt>nt without thP authority 
of Parliament. UndPr the heading of" Ge1,eral 
Contingencies" in the Treasurc,r's Department, 
tl•ere is an item of £5,000 for buoys, etc. That 
appears to m,_;. an enorrnow~ sum to be expPn~ed 
b<>tween the end of one session and the bPginmng 
of another. Then there b £5,000 for the survey 
of land, and in the Department for Agriculture, 
£3 737 for the Agricultural College. Hon. 
me;,1bers who have the Auditor-General's report 
will see how these amounts are made up, and 
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there appears to be very little warrant for 
them. Forwag9s, travelling expenses, &c., in the 
Agricultural Department, £2,400; and printing 
and publishing the Agricultural Journal, £350. 
Surely it was known at tht> time the Eotimates 
W<'re brought down what would be required for 
printing the Ag1·iculturaZ Journnl, without the 
Governrnent having to go to the Governor in 
Couneil for that mnney. -Then the Department 
of Public Ins: rnction has nearly £1,300 for grants 
in aid of technical education to schools of arts, 
and as those grants are made every yt>ar it 
should have been known that that HUm was 
required. There is alw a sum of o-£35, 752 for the 
purchase of mioeral specimens. It appears to me 
that the Secretary for Mines should have known 
what he was going to spend in that direction. 
However, I am not going to cavil at that ex­
penditure, because the Government have the 
specimens as an asset, though it is impos­
sible to say whether they will reali'e what 
they paid for them. A"iain, in the Depart­
ment of the Poetmaster-General there is an 
item of £1,300 for gratuities to masters of vessels. 
That is a large sum f<>r such a pnrpose, and it 
appears to .me that there is very little reason for 
it, but I hope that the Minister in charge of the 
.Estimates for that department will be able to 
give the committee some explanation of that 
expenditure. Commenting on this matter some 
time during this year, one of the local papers 
made some remarks which I think are particu­
htrly applicable. They are ar, follows ·-

The practice is perni~io11s. and the country Rhonld 
vigorou~ly condemn the 14ystem unller whieh money is 
spent in antlciration of legbla.tive sanction. It is a 
pnteth•e whlch renclers ea::;y in a hh.:h degree. bribery of 
the wJrst description. . . . Every Pndeavonr should 
be made by ev(•ry lover of purity in pnlitit>':' to red nee to 
the lowest point possible this mo~t vicious pr,,ctice. 

The majnrity of the members of this Committel'l 
will, I am sure, endorse the statement that it is 
not wise that the Govenunent should go on 
ex IJending these large amounts of money wir,hout 
the sanction of Parliament. Of course, I know 
that they do aft.erwnrds get the "anction of 
Parlbment to their action, but the v.otes for the 
expenditure so incurred are gen,_,mlh- passed with 
very little difliculty, I am wrry to '~'Y· A grc,.t 
de•J has been S>tid with re,;ard to the purchase of 
lands under the Agricult.ural Lands Purcl1[tse 
Act, more particularly with regard to the Sea­
forth Est>t!e. From the papers v hi eh have been 
placed on the table of the H<>tme this year we find 
that there have been seven estates purchasecl by 
the Government. }cor the fimt estate-tlw Glen­
gallan Estate-which consist<·d of two separate 
pieces of land, the price paid by the GovErnment 
was £3 19s. and £3 5s. per acre respectively, and 
the divisional board vahmtion of that ':md was 
£210s. 7d. per acre. For the I;'itzrny Park Estute 
the Gov• rnment paid £1 10s. per acre, and the divi­
sional board valuati<m was £1 per acre. For the 
Pinelands Estate the Government p .id £2 an 
acre, and the divisional board valuation was £1 
5s. an acre. For Beanaraba Estate the Govern­
ment paid £1 12s. per acre, and the divisional 
bo>trd valuation was £1 7s. 6d. per acre. For the 
Seaforth Eetate the Government peid £3 13,,. 
per acre, and the divisional board valuation was 
12s. 6d. per acre. For the Clift<>n Estate No. 2 
the Government paid £2 12s. per acre, and the 
divisional board valuation was £2 2s. per acre. 
]'or the Clifton Estate No. 3 the Govern m. nt 
paid £2 per acre, and the divisional board valuct­
tion was £1 10s. 4d. per acre. I draw nttention 
to th<'Se facts because the Secret'1ry for Lands 
inferred that very little reliance could be phced 
on the valuati<•ns of divisional boards, and also 
to point out the large discrepancy betwe"n the 
divisional board valuation ,,f the Seaforth Estate 
and the amount paid by the Government for 

that land. Of those seven lots of land the 
Government paid the higl:est price for the 
Seaforth Estate, though the divisional board 
valuation of the land was the lowest of any of the 
cases mentioned. I take it that the gentlemen 
who occupy positions on that divisional board 
are similar to gentlemen who occupy positions 
on other divisional boards in other parts of the 
colony. They generally have loc,J eXJ•erience, 
or the v:tluator has, and they ha Ye a fa.ir know­
ledge of the value of land, whether for revenue 
pnrposes or not. In the case of the Seaforth 
Estate the divisional board valued the lancl in 
the first instttnce at 15s. an acre, but that v .>]na­
tion was afterwards reduced on appeal to 12e. 6d. 
an acre. And v.hen we find that the officers of 
the Land.' Department valued the land at 
£1 Os. 10d. per acre, it is somewhat remarkable 
that the Government should pay £3 13s. for it. 
I am not at all srtti•fied with the explanation 
given last night by the Secretary for Land", and 
I do not think the country will be s::ttisfied 
with it. It will require a little more than 
the special pleading we had last night to con­
vince the country that there is no more in 
that transaction than appears on the surface. 
It is also noteworthy that last year when com­
menting on the sales of land purchased by the 
Guvc>rnment under the provisions of the Ag-ricul­
tural Land Purchase Act the Auditor-General 
Paid, "There appeers to be a good margin 
between tht> price paid and that receivable." I 
do not think it is necessary for an officer of the 
Government to get up and re)'e,%t himsel± ye%r 
after year, but it is significant that in this case 
similar words to those do not appear in the 
Auditor-General's report for this year, namely­
" There appears to be a good margin between the 
price paid for this land and what is likely to he 
realif•~d by the Government." And it is a signifi­
c:,mt fact, it may be only a coincidence, that two 
members of the Ministry who are P'rticul"rly 
identified with the agricultural industry, happen 
to be me m hers for the particular district where 
the Seaforth E,tate is situated. I think it is 
time that an alteratioi< was made in the Agricul­
tnr.,] Lard Purchase Act in the direction of 
providing that all pro]'o'al., for the purchase of 
estates should be subn.itted to Parliament before 
they are ratified. 

:Mr. DRAKE: Hear, hear ! That IS what we 
tried to get. 

Mr .. JENKINSO::'IT: I cannot see what 0bjec­
tion there can be to such an ;.Iteration in the Act, 
for if everything is clear and aboveboard thore is 
not the slightest doubt but that m em hers of Par­
liament would ratify any reasonable proposal that 
was submitted to them, if they thought it was 
in the best interests of the country. If every­
thing is not clear and aboveboard that is all the 
more reason why these proposals should be snh­
mitted to Parliament and have prnper ventila­
tion. Public attention has been particularly 
dr.•,wn to this defect in the present Act, througt1 
the purchase by the Government of the S<·a­
forth Estate. At all events it is a matter that 
will not soon be forgctten, and I hope it will 
not be forgotten. The Secretary for Public 
Lands said last night that it was probable 
the land would be sold, and that th<· Govern­
ment would lose nothing whatever by the pur­
chase. That may be so, but I am not going to 
enter into that matter at all. As I read the 
papers before me there B,Ppears to be somethiPg 
rather fishy about the transaction, something 
at all events t.hat I am not plea-ed with. 
Attention has also been drawn to the increase 
in the number of Japanpse coming to the colony, 
and already here. The matter is one which 
should not be lost sight of. It is all very well at 
election times to get on the platform and say 
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that it is necessary that these aliens should be 
kept out of the colony, and then after the elec­
tion is over, have the matter quietly shunted 
into the background. It is a matter that 
requires more active interference on the part of 
the Government. The Hon. J obn Douglas, in 
his report submitted to us a few weeks back, 
draws particular attention to this matter, and I 
intend to read a few extrn,cts from that report. 
In giving the nationality of the men on the 
shipping articles he starts first with the J apa­
nees, and gives the number at Thursday Island 
at 790, and he says-

Of these it will be observed that the Japanese far 
outnumber any other nationality. The number of 
Europeans is comparatively small ; still it seems to 
indicate that under more favourable circumstances a 
larger number thau eighty-six might find employment. 

Referring to the question of Asiatic labour, he 
says-

It has never been contemplated that it would be politic 
to surrender the control of a profitable industry to an 
alien population, however intelligent and industrious 
they might be. This, I do not hesitate to say, is rapidly 
being accomplished, 

I do not know whet.her the Government ever 
read the reports that Mr. Douglas sends in every 
year or whether it ever etrikes them that there is 
anything in his report, or whether they believe 
that he only writes these reports for fun or to 
give himself practice in caligraphy. There is a 
most startling statement here. He says-

We cannot and ought not to surrender our fisheries 
to foreigners, and whatever it may be necessary to do 
to avoid this contingency must be done. The Legisla­
ture is now se1zed of the !acts, and a remedy of some 
kind must be provided. 

There is no member of this House who has done 
more to bring this matter before the attention of 
this House and of the country than the hon. 
member for Croydon. Iu sea,on and out of 
season, the bon. member has persistently ham­
mered away at the necessity for introducing 
some legislation whereby the introduction of 
theae aliens shall be stopr,erl. But, as usual, 
with respect to what is said on this side of the 
House, the Government simply close their ear~ 
to it and forget that we, as well as members on 
their side, rf'l-Jresent the people. As a matter of 
fact, we represent more people than members on 
tbe other side, who represent only a minority of 
the people of the colony, though, owing to the 
way in which the constituencies are eut out, they 
have a majority of members in this House. The 
Hon. John Doug-las further says-

A considerable number of boats have become the 
property of aliens, and probably not less than forty are 
owned and manned entirely by aliens. The building 
and repair of boats is now also exclusively in the hands 
of Japanese, who are excellent shipwrights. While 
availing ourselves judiciou:-;ly of the sel'Vices of theRe 
mo::.t intel1igent and progre:-sive people, it is manifestly 
our duty to conserve those rights and privileges which 
we po~0sess on beh11lf of our own people. Jl'rom the 
ftg;ures given, and from the statements made, the 
present position may be Hrrived at. The fisherv, having 
been originally worked and developed by the e~nterprisA 
of European owners, assisted by the c:umal labour of 
coloured men. who for the most part were aliens, it is 
now passing into the hands of the most active and 
intelligent of these aliens. Of these the Japanese are 
undoubtedly in the ascendant-they own boats, build 
boats. lease boats, and work boats chiefly for their own 
benefit. Of course a considerable number are still 
employed by Europeans, but this is a diminishing quan­
tity. The Bill of last session, when it comes into 
operation, either in the form in which it passed the 
Legislature, or with amendments, will have a tendency 
to diminish the ascendancy referred to. It is now con­
sidered, however, that more stringent p1·eventives are 
required. 

When the hon. member for South Brisbane was 
addressing the Ohanlber last night •ome m€UI· 

hers on the Treasury Bench seemed to get highly 
indignant at some of the remarks that were made, 
yet the Hon. John Douglas realises the import­
ance of the leper question. He refers to the 
increase in the number of them, and to the fact 
that the accommodation for them is insufficient, 
and he says-

I would suggest that Dr. Ashbmton Thompson. of 
Sydney. who has directed a good deal of attention to the 
origin of leprosy, should be asked to visit Thursday 
IsJand, and to give the Government the benefit of his 
observations on the subject. It merits the best atten~ 
tion which can be given to it. 

That is his suggestion, and it is, I think, parti­
cularly useful, as the disease is one with which 
we are not familiar, and it is one on which the 
medical authorities differ. It appears to me that 
the suggestion of the Hon. John Douglas is one 
which the Government could very wisely have 
adopted. 'I'he expense would not hav« been 
great, certainly not as great as the amount it 
will cost to send these troops to the Transvaal, 
and it would be expended, I maintain, in a much 
more legitimate manner-in looking after the 
health of the people of this colnHy. This ques­
tion of leprosy will have to be tackled with a firm 
baud before very long; and by the way it is 
spreading throughout the colony, not only in the 
N ortb, but in the South and '.V est, it clearly re­
quires more attention than has been given to it up 
to the present time. The leader of the Labour 
0 pposition, in speaking yesterday, marle so :ne very 
pertinent remarks with regard to the mining indus­
try, drawing particul,rattention to the statement 
made by the Treasurer in the Financial State­
rrent, that there was a probability of the 
dividends from this industry falling off. The 
hon. member also indicated the manner in 
which he thought this was likely to be brought 
about, and that indication will appeal to 
members acquainted with the .industry. It is 
already beginning to be realised that the pro­
pr,eals of the Government to increase the area 
and reduce the labonr conditions are not to be 
beneficial to the colony. I am perfectly satisfied 
that the increase in areas is g-oing to affect us in 
the c!irection indicated by the hon. the leader of 
the Labour Opposition, and we have got the 
Government to blame for that. 

The TREASURER : You would accuse the 
Government of taking the gold out of the stone. 

Mr. ,JENKINSON: I believe they would if 
thev could do it without being found out. If 
all accounts are true, some of them are as badly 
off for money as some members on this side, and 
I have not the slightest doubt that many of us 
if we could get the gold out of the stone without 
being found out would do it. The Government 
might not go to that extent, but I point out that 
they can do far more harm to the industry by 
passing legislation which will interfere with its 
profitable development. ThP question of the 
dividend duty wus also referred to by the leader 
of the Labour Oppr·sition. A matter tbat 
is worth referring to here is the fact that 
many of the regulations issued under the new 
Act dealing with the mining industry are alto­
gether different from the old regulation", and the 
alteration has not always been an improvement, 
particularly with regard to the payment of lease 

rents. I do not know whether it 
[8 p. m.] has been brought under the notice 

of hon. members who have b,>en on 
other mining fields, but there has been a great 
ou1cry abo11t this on the field on which I have 
resid~d for some years. Under the old regula­
tions, a lease could be taken up and the rent could 
be paid for the unexpired months of the y0ar ; 
but now, if a leaee is taken up in December, 
it is necessary to pay the half-ytar's rent. That 
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presses heavily in some degree on the smaller 
companies, and representations have been made 
to the Minister to look into the matter, with the 
hope that he would see the wisdom of going 
back t~ the old regulations. The hnn. member 
for Bnsbane North, Hon. E. B. Forrest, 
when speaking the o'her nio-ht touched 
~m the question of the surplus, a~d ~tated that 
ms~ead of th!1t 8urplus going to pay off the 
nat10rml debt 1t should go towards the reduction 
~,f tax.a~ion ; and seeing that in a short time it 
rs anticipated that the Federal Parliament will 
be an acoomplished fact, and in all probability 
the _various _debts will be taken over by that 
P>.trhament, It seems to me that that suggestion 
might very wisely be adopted. There is one 
other matter that the Government seem to have 
lost sight of, a.lth·~ugh a definite promise was 
madt~, and that Is With regard to the distribution 
of the Governrr,ent funds in various banks. 
Now, I understand they are placed in one bank. 
. T_he TREASURER: No. The funds are placed 
m s1x or seven banks now. 

Mr. JEKKINSON : But the amounts that 
are ~laced in some of the banks are rather small. 
The Id. ea :vas,. as I underRtand, to have an equit. 
able d1strrbutwn of the fundo for the safety of the 
colo!'Y· I do not think that idea has been 
ca.rn~d out, although I am informed th"t to a 
cert~m extent, that principle has been adopted. 
Dun;1g the laRt year there have been several 
appomtments made by the Government, which 
appear to me to. deserve a little more criticism 
than, has bee~ given to them. The hon. member 
for South Br>sbane referred to the appointment 
of a gentleman to look after the totalisators 
and in my opinion that appointment was ~ 
perfectly unwarmntable one. As he said it 
could. perhaps be justly deRcribed as an act of 
nepotism. The totalisator receipts have I take it 
been. heretofnre examined by the Go'vernment 
Auditor, so that the necessity for the appoint­
ment of this gentleman does not appear on the 
surface, and, from the interjection made, sufficient 
cause ha,s not been shown to warrant the appoint­
m<;>nt.of that particular offi.cer: It may be only a 
comCiden?e. that that offimal1s a relative of one 
of the Mnnsters. But at all events this matter 
l~ke the _transaction with regard to th~ 8eaforth 
Estate, IS open to a deal of condemnation. I wish 
no')" to refer to the matter touched on by the hon 
member for S(_lllth Brisbane, and I must say h~ 
?as placed me m the s <me position ae Max Adeler 
m a b!'o)< entitled "Out of the Hurly-burly." 
There It Is stated that a man went to a meeting 
brimful of jokes, but as one speaker after another 
~ot up they ~tppropriated his stock, so that when 
1t came to his turn he had very little to say. 
And _the hon. mAmber for South Hrisbane has 
antJCipated some of J?Y remarks, particularly with 
rega~d to the workmg of the railways and the 
app~mtm~nt of. Mr. Nisbet, the papers in con­
nectiOn .w1th whwh were laid on the table of the 
House, m accordan?e with a motion tabled by 
myse.lf. ;'he Railway Commissioners were 
apl;"nntad m 1889, :>nd !n 18S7, when Sir Samuel 
G-rrf?.th was Premier, It was decided that loco­
motives should be manufactured in the colony 
Seventy-five loeomotives W8re tendered for and 
";,hen t~e three Commissioners were appoint~d in 
1. .. 891 mstead of making provision for re. 
plam.ng old engine~ or having them properly 
r~pa1red, Mr. Math1eson, then the Chief Commis­
SIOI~er, worked th;: whole of the rolling-stock 
to Its ful}e~t capac1ty. Now, that is import~tnt, 
because It Is the keynote of many of the griev­
ar;ces that are suppose:d t? exist, particularly 
with :egard to the mqt~Iry into the boiler 
exploswns. ~he same pohcy was pursued with 
regard to carnages, wagons, and the rolling-stock 
generally, and the return called for by th.e hon. 

member for Leichhardt showed that the con­
tracts let for the years 1890 to 1898 were as 
follow:-

Year. Locomot.ives. Carriages. Wagons. 

----
1890 ... . .. 16 20 
1891 ... 000 22 lOO 
18!12 ... 000 1 .J.O 
1893 ... 8 1 
1894 ... 000 1 25 
18H5 .. 40 18 1fl2 
18!!6 .. . .. 16 486 
18!!7 ... 

{ 2 (·;·Abt") 
22 ,118 

18!)8 ... 10 31 810 

You will notice that in 1895 tenders were called 
for forty locomotiveq, and it was not till January,, 
18!16, that the contract was let to \V alkers 
Limited. In 1896 con tracts were let for more 
wagons than during the whole term of Mr. 
Mathieson's rule. In 1896 Mr. Mathieson 
resigned, and thP present Commissioner succeeded 
him. From 1889 to 1896 tenders were only 
called for eight new engines, and in 1897 the 
traffic increased to such a large extent-that is, 
before Walkers' engines were delivered-that it 
was found impossible to withdraw engines from 
traffic for the neces~ary repairs. During the 
last ten years, as far as I can gather from 
the reports, the Government have been pressed 
to provide new railway workshops to enable 
the necessary repairs to be executed quickly. 
Now, an interjection was made last night as to 
what this had to do with the bursting of boilers. 
I think it had a great deal to do with it, because 
if there was not ,ufficient rolling stock to enable 
engines that wanted repoirs to have a spell in 
the shops, and not sufficient accommodation for 
making repairs, it stands to reason th:tt there 
must be accidents, and the wonder is that there 
have not been more, and that the Gov8l nment 
have not had to p:.y large sums by way of 
indemnity as the Government had to do in New 
Zealand. But. at the present time, although the 
Secretary for Railways must be fully acquainted 
with the facts, very little is being done, and I 
think a great deal may be learned by reading some 
of the evidenee given before the Commission 
which inquired into this subject. I am referring to 
this matter at length, because it appears to me 
that the gentleman who has been practically 
penalised, or at any rate disrated, has been made 
a scapegoat of, and I tbink it only right that the 
attention of P~trliament and the country should 
be cailed to the matter. I may mention that I 
do not know either Mr. Horniblow or Mr. 
Darker. I have never seen, that I know of, 
either of thos, two gentlemen, and have had no 
communication with them whatever, but I think 
that this is a matter that requires investigation, 
and I •m going now to quote some of the evi­
dence that was given before the Commission. On 
page 8 of the evidence, question 212, J\llr. Horni­
blow was asked-

Have you ever made a request for better means of re~ 
pairing boilers? Yes, I h:ive. Only lately I have 
brought it vm-y forcibly bBfore the Commissioner. I 
had conversations with the Commi~sioner on the sub­
ject two or three years ago, and he has expressed the 
intention of improving them. He is quite in favour of 
improving them. 

Do you not think your working expenses are rather 
low as compared with the other colonies-I mean the 
locomotive expenditure? They are very low indeed. 
Too low, I think. 

Do you not think th"t should have point'd out to you 
that you were not doing enough repairs? It tends to 
do that. I have a statement preparect of the expen<ll-
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ture in the other colonies on the train-mile basis which 
I think is the fairest to go upon in regard to locomotive 
expenditure, and our expenditure is considerably below 
any other colony in regard to either broad or narrow 
gauge lines. 

You have made applic:ttion sevrr~tl times to have the 
workshops improved? Yes. It has bet_n mentioned in 
the annnalrepot·ts, and I have had sfwcral intervie-ws 
with t1w Commissioner, who is doing all he can to have 
them improved. In fact, he is anxious thtLt ~ome of 
the buildings should be started at once. He was willing 
to start before the explo.:,iOn occurred. 
So that there h<ts been S•>me influencA at work to 
prevent the necessary outlay when both the 
Ql)ffilHissioner and locmnotive engi:ne•·r arln1it 
the inadequacy of the workshops, and when 
nothing is done from year to year, and when it 
was interjected last night th«t the department 
had never been stinted, and that whenever 
lnone.Y was a.-;ked fer it was granted, it certainly 
is not borne out by the evidence given before the 
Commission. On page 14, .Mr. Darker was 
askecl-

378. Have you drawn atttmtion to it from time to 
time? Yes, I have not only written about it, bltt I 
have impre.-.,.ed it per~onally upon every J.Iinister who 
has come to Ipsl\'"ich for a good many years pa&t. In 
fact, it has been the worry of my life this last few years. 

So that it is no use the Governm,'nt trying to 
wriggle out of this matter and say tbey are not 
to blame. According t'> M:r. Darker, every 
Secretary for Railways who bas visited Ipsvdch 
has had his attention drawn to this matter-

396. By JJPr. Stintnn: I supposP you have very little 
better facility for Ooing work now than you had fifteen 
or twenty years ago:,' "\Ve have not the same facility, 
because we have more engines while wr have no more 
room. 
Is it to be wondered that there seems to hA some 
deficiency in the working of the Railway De­
partment when such evidence a" th,;t can be 
given before the Cummission? On page 66, Mr. 
A. W. Pigott, chief draitsman in the Ipswich 
wor!rshops, gives evidence, and the following 
questions are put to him-

2199. Have you got the necessary shed room and 
appliances for repairing locomotives? ~o. I do not 
know how we are abla to keep the thing going the 'vuy 
we do, with the ae~"ommodation we have. 

2:WO. The department has been put to great shifts in 
conneetion with repairs, in consequence of the want of 
shed room and appliances P Yes. \Ve want shedR and 
travelling cranPs, pits, and all the modern applia.nces 
that they have in other shops. The boiler-shop alone, 
at Everleigh, near Syllney, is about twice the size of the 
whole of our locomotive shops at Ipswich put toget.her. 
Tbese are gentlemen occupying responsible 
positions, whoee evidence, I think, ,,hould be 
treated with respeet. Tben he continues-

2202. And the number of our locomotive and rolling­
stock generallyr Xot at all. 

2:l03. Our shops are behind the times? A long way 
behind. • 

2204. Has anything be-:.:n done to them during the last 
ten years or dnring your time? \'\elL the foreman 
carriage builder used ro have one of the !:'hops that is 
used as a locomotive repair shop now. 'fhat is about 
t.he only thing I remember. '!'here is extra room, but no 
travelling crane or anv facilities for lifting. I think 
they are just about the same as when I came here four­
teen years ago. 
In questions 2230 to 2260 he goes much deeper 
into the matt er, but I will not read that 
evidence, btcaus8 it i" rather long. It is, how­
ever, well worth the attPntion of hrm. members, 
as the evidence makes the posiLinn of affairs 
much clearer and more intelligible. On page 
95, Mr. Darker is f1u·ther asked-
2968. I suppose you are not in a position to call those 
engines in? No. 
29;·1). They are imperatively required to carry out the 
w~rk of the department? Yes. 
2970. And cannot be withdrawn from service? :Yot 
without inconvenience to the traffic. 
That mbws if it means anything that we are 
now running on our lines engines that are not fit 
to do the work, and presumu.bly an accident may 

occur at any time, and the taxpayers of the colony 
lmve to pay heavy damages to injured l'ersons 
I now come to the evidence of Mr. Gray, the 
Connnissioner. He is a"ked-

3lln. rrhe court wonld like you to tell us what has 
been done departmet;ta1ly wit.h regard }·O the exteucion 
of the Ipswich work~ hops, and the equipping of them 
and placing them in a position to cope wirh the neees­
sary repairs of locomotives anrt. rolling-stock~ The 
neee·."~ity for extending or ratherinPreasing the accom­
HFJdat.ion in the Ipswich 1\\(Jrkshops has been before 
tile Govel'nment for many :vrars, but hitherto the ques­
tion of building uew worlu;hops. I thinli:, has been a 
matter of tinanee rather than anything else. 
Yet we are told thB department is not 
starved-th:tt if application bad bePn made for 
the money it wculd have been found. Here we 
find the Ccnnmissioner himKelf denying any such 
thing, bec'1use no otber inference can be placed 
on these words. He says-

The Government have not been in a position to pro­
vide the necessary funds to build them. 
They have been in the position to find funds for 
other purposes not quite so legitimate as this. 

I Lmry that was partly the reason; another reason 
that I think has been advanced js that it was contem­
plated some years ago to alter the site of the shops 
owing to the flooded nature of the ground on which the 
present shops are placed. I think that has also had 
somet.hing to do wi1;h <it> laying the construction of the 
new shops. ()n rny appoi:1tment to my pre~:;ent. position, 
two year.s ago, I st10nglr urged on the Government the 
nenessit.v of at onee proceeding with the new buildings 
either on the present site or elsewhere. The Govern­
ment could not then see their way to place any money 
on the Estimntes for 1~9G~7 to make a beb>inning, but 
they have done so on the Estimates for the eurrent 
financial year. 
I think that some of tbe extracts I have made 
from that evidence "l'loill make it pretty clear that, 
whoever is to blame for this matter, the whole of 
it is nut to be placed on the shoulders of the late 
~oc~rnotiv~ engineer,; th~t Mr. Horniblo;v appears 
u0 U<\IVV uet::U UHiiUtj lJUe ~capegoat !Of 80fi18-

0ne else. 'fhe Government are partly responsible, . 
I believe. The Commissioner of Railways, at 
page 30 of this report, appears to indicate that 
the board which held the inquiry into this matter 
I·ecommended theapp.,intment of a chief mechani­
cal engineer, and it was c•m,equent on that recom­
mendation tbat l\:ll. vV. H. Nisbet was appointed 
to that position ; but a reference t~ their findings 
indicate nothing of the sort. They have said 
nothing there about the appointment of a chief 
mechanical engineer. They have recomm.en­
ded that a works manager be appointed, that 
a foreman boiler-maker be appointed, and 
that one or two boiler inspectors be ap­
pointed. This report was made on the 24th 
of .Tune last, and up to the present time none of 
the recommendatinns have been given effect to. 
As I am reminded, an appointment has been 
made which they did not recommend. \Vhat 
was the use of having that board of inqniry 
and asking them to make recommendations if they 
are deliberately ignored? The question of tbe 
co1mpet• ncy of Mr. Nisbet I am not going to 
enter into, because I am not qualified to judge; 
but from wbat was told us last night by tbe hon. 
member for Brisbane South, it seems to me that 
that requires a little bit of investigation. vVe 
have had imestigations into the working of the 
Government Printing Office, and investigations 
into the working of the Police Force ; and I 
maintain that, with more justice, we could bave 
an inve•~t.igation into tbe working and administra­
tion of the Railw;;_y DepartmA'lt. 

Mr. LEAHY : That will be interesting, I think. 
Mr. JENKINSON: I think it is necessary­

it appears to b-calmostabsolutelynecessary- that a 
comwission should be appointed to inquire into 
the working of tbe Railway Department. We 
have Lttely had before us the question of the 
totalisators in the colony. According to the 
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return which has been printed and circulated 
amongst us, there are 1GO permits p-r,,nted to use 
totalisators in this colony. In 1889 there was 
introduced in this Hou~e, "'nd pas,ed through, 
the Totalisator Rc'ltriction Bill, and it was never 
intended, wh~n this Act was p.•ssed, to grant 
permits except to legitimate clubs, and specitic 
reasr.us were to he given why they should be 
granted. Mr. Umn>tck, in rnoviug the second 
reading of th• Biil, said-

I have one mot.ive only, and that is a sineere anrl 
parnr:;t desire to protect the youth~ of this eolon,\ from 
bt~ing corrupted by the many induct ments to gamble 
which are held out to them iu thiJ city. 
Jt was thought that the introduction of such a 
Bill w,,u!d do a great de>tl to stop gambling by 
the younger portion of the community ; and, to 
an extent at the time, that v. as d!ected. But 
during the debate which took place on the intro­
duction of that measure, and whiie it was in 
committee, there ie n• •t the slighte't doubt tlmt 
the intention was to grant permits only to the 
large clubs of the colony. In fact, one clame in 
Mr. Unmack's Bill was to the effect that no 
permit should be gran•.ed to any club unless 
there were at le>tst 100 subscribers to its funds 
snh,cribing £200 annually; a.nd, in the ca:;e 
of other clubs in ut.!Jer place:;, they must 
have not less than fifty rnem hers contributing 
£50 annually. Certainly colour is given to the 
statement, when licenses are now granted to 
small syndicates consisting snmetimes of five or 
six men, that the intention of the Act is pr.wti­
ccclly being frustrated. And then, in adoition 
to charging the cuotomary 10 per cent. and the 
2~ per cent., which is supposed to go to the 
Government-and the 2-?! per cent. does not con1e 
out of the 10 per cent., but is made a charge on 
the amount contributed-in the event of tllE·re 
being what is termed a split amount, that is 
an amount under 1"·• which sometimes is 1ld., 
it goes to the benefit of the club. Jn some c>.<,.,es, 
where the amount of the pri?e has br~en r•nly 
£15, out of the splits something like £35 or £·i0 
has gone m to the pockets of the men,btcrs of those 
syndicate~. So in some caHeR they charge not 
merely the 10 per cent., but more than 20 per cent. 

The TREASURER: That i~ the odd money? 
Mr. JENKINSON: This is how it wnrksout: 

fby the amount is 8•. lld.; in the division they 
only pay Ss., and keep the other lld. themselves. 
That, I underst!lnc!, is the principle. 

An HoNOTJRABLE MEliiBER : In addition to the 
perccntagA ? 

Mr. JBNKINSON: They keep that in addi­
tiun to the 10 per cent., and the 2~ per cent. 
which goes to the Govern me,. t, Le cause they 
take off the 12~ per cent. 

Mr. LEAHY : Thr· inspector will prevent that. 
Mr. JENKINSOX : I do not think the 

inspector is likely to clo anything with regard to 
it. My opinion IS that the in,;pector is noc going 
to alter the law in regard ~;o this one bit. 
Neither do I believe he will earn ld. of his 
salary. 

Mr. LEAHY : 'What is he there fnr ? 
Mr. JENKlNSON : That is more than I can 

tell. The plain wr,rd for it would be " jobbery." 
I beiieve the appointment, like many other of 
the appointments-the appointment of the son 
of the Postmaster-Genera.! and the appointment 
of Mr. Dickson to the Police Uommission-is a 
thing which want' to be looked m to. 

Mr. LEAHY : I think he is doing as good work 
a,; any other member of thP Con,mission. 

Mr. JENKINSON: I do not knvw. 
Mr. LEAHY : He is. 
Mr. JENKINSO::\f : I s,m not saying anything 

about that, The idea when this Totalisator Bill 
was passed was, I take it, to stop young people 
from spending their money in this particular 
practice, and it h;1~ altogether- failed, ;'\_, to the 

other motive-that it would tend to support 
legitimate horse-racing, and tend to improve the 
breed of horses-that is entirely done away with. 
Y uu have only to go tu some of the suburbs in 
Brisb<tne, and you find races four, five, and six: 
furlongs long, and nothing but weeds running. 
No imvrovement whatever i• taking plac.; in the 

breed of racehorses through the 
[8'30 p.m.] totalisators, so that that inducement 

has entirely come to the ground. In 
SouthA nstralia I do rwt think they allow permits 
to race club" tor more than twelve meetings in 
tiJP year, and that principle might Yery wisely be 
extended Lo this c"Juny. lam told on very good 
authority th'.tt race meetings are held in Bnsbane 
every week, und that tht·y are dragging the 
young people out there, with more pernicious 
results than when Adams's "Tattersall's 
Sweeps" were in full vogue in this city. It is 
all very well for us to prohihit one part of this 
business and allow a larger channel to be opened, 
where the same obnoxwus l'rinciple is being 
carried on week after week. 

:Mr. LEAHY : Do you know whom that race­
course belongs to? 

Mr, J:ENKJNSON: I have not the slightest 
idea-perhaps the hun. member could enlighten 
n1e. 

Mr. McDONNJ;JLL: The Royal Bank owns the 
J3reakfast Creek grounds. 

Mr. JENKINSON : I can hardly see the 
connection. I remember reading some time ago 
that the Premier was connected with the Royal 
Bank. I do not know whether the hrm. member 
for Fortitude V ailey wants me to gather that 
there is anything in that. 

Mr. McDoNNEI,L: He is out of it now. 
Mr. JENKINSON :Then, o! course, there can 

be no connection whatever. Some of the rest of 
us would he very glad if we could get out of the 
bnnks, too. I am led to believe, also-and I 
can readily understand it-that this is a most 
serious matter for the business people in this city. 
I wonder they ha'{e no.t taken up the :natter 
before. I have not the shghtest doubt that many 
of them feel indirectly-if not directly-the 
effects of the spread of gambling in the city. I 
hardly think the Home Secretary is cognisant of 
how the Totalisator Act 1s being worked. Now 
th"t the matter has been mentioned, I hope it will 
be looked iuto, particularly with reference to the 
grantmg of permits to one particu!n.r club-which 
is really a syndicate-to hold races in one of the 
suburbs of Brisbane every week. I hope the 
Home Secretary will see his way clear to put 
a stop to the practice, and if he could see 
his way to bring the Act more into line 
with the law in force in South Australia, it 
would be better for all parties concerned. 
Before I resume my s'cat, I wish to refer to 
one matter referring to the Home Secretary's 
Department, which requires speedy attention, 
as it is in regard to a matter which vitally 
affects the health of the people of Brisbane, and, 
indirectly, the health of the whole of the people 
of this colony. I refer to a letter that was sent 
to the Central Board of Health by the Home 
Secretary's Department with ngard to scarlet 
fever. We have in this city what is termed the 
Central Board of Health, which has a certain 
amount of power-a power which, it appears 
to me, can be limited, and is limited, making 
the efforts of the Board ;;t times a.bortive. 
\Ve all know what scarlet fewer means to us, 
and the disease is liaiJ!e to spread if the 
present practice initi><ted by the Horr,e 
Secretary is allowed to continue. On the 
l:lch September, at a meeting of the Board 
of Health, a letter was read from the 
Under Secretary to the Home Secretary's De­
partment, >baling that Dr. J ackson knew of 
only one c!>s~ of ~c<>rlet fe.-er h<l.viner occ"rred in 
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a house just after one of his convalescents had 
left it. The point was that the patients in the 
sca,rlet fever hospital had been allowed to leave 
before they were properly cured. According to 
medical authorities, a period of six weeks is 
supposed to elapse before scarlet fever patients 
should mix with other people, for fear of infec­
tion; hut Dr. J ackson, according to this, had 
reported to the Home Secretary that this time 
was too long, and in order to provide accommo­
dation for others, it was necessary for them to 
leave the hospital before that time. Dr. Hardie, 
in discns,ing the matter, said-

He considered the position a very senous o1w, The 
communiCM·iOn showed that the Government were not 
prepared to take the advjce of the bnard, but preferred 
that of an outside practitioner. The Home Secretary 
said they did not furnish any instances of cases where 
patients in the peeling stage had communicated the 
disease to others; but he did not c~onsider it to be the 
duty of the board to fo11ownpiPdividual cases. They were 
not nuisance inspectors. All the:v knew was that in the 
practice of medical men throughout the\\ orld the peeling 
stage was regarded as infectious. Dr .. faeks.on said he 
knew or one case, and that was important; he might 
not have followed up auy others. The Home Secretary 
spoke of ca!:'es of people visiting patients in the hospital. 
He held that such a thing was wrong, and two wrongs 
did not make a right. It was evidently a matter of 
saving ex-vense; but it was questionable if the course 
followed had not been rather calculated to increase the 
expense by in1~rea.sing the number of patients. 
The advice of the board had been asked for with 
regnrd to this rarticular matter, but Dr. Hardie 
said that their ad vice had been disregarded. 
Dr. Thomson also referred to the matter as being 
an insult to the board. Dr. Connolly supported 
Dr. Thomson's statement, and also made these 
remarks-

If the advice of the board was not acted upon, then 
the ROOner it went out to the public tl1at the system of 
quarantine was a farce the better it would be. It 
would be better for the board to resign altogether. 
The position showed clearly that a Minister of Health 
was wanted. or someone who would possess executive 
power, and would be able to see that things were rightly 
conducted. 
Other members of the Board also spoke strongly 
on the subject of the Home Secretary's letter, 
and the Courier the following day commented 
upon the matter very strongly indeed, stating-

If what the board maintains is correct, the loose 
quarantine now endorseJ. by ::\fr. Foxton is responsible 
for an extension of the mischief. Moreover, we are face 
to face with a conclusion whlch must, otherwise, tend 
to kill any faHh in quarantine :provisions. 
The Home Secretary, according to what I under­
stand, put it that it would not be right to tax 
local authorities to keep the patients there for 
the longer period of Hix weeks, when room had 
to be made for other people. The Courier went 
on to say-

In arguing as he has done against unnecessary 
expense, hA has made it appear that the whole scheme 
of quarantine is unnece.~\sary. and in addition has 
practically told the Board of Health that it does not 
understand its business Thnt is to say if the Board, 
with the medical profession behind it, is wrong in in­
sisting that at the desquamative stage scarlet fever is 
highly contagious, and errs in contending that 
the danger is very real after three weeks have 
:passed. no matter what disinfectants may be 
used, then the country is throwing money away 
on a useless hospital and on an incompetent body of 
advisers. Mr. Foxton will find it difficult to convince 
the community as a whole that. his attempt at economy 
in this instance is juRtified. Rather does it apnear, as 
Dr. Hardie said on Wednesday, that such economy is 
likely to spell extra vag1mce. 
The matter was also bronght up at the Medical 
Congress when it was sitting in this cit.y. After 
the matter had been fully ventilated, Dr. Sprott 
said-

He was simply horrified to hear what went on in 
J3ri~bane. As far as his experience went, it was 
quite a new departure in public health administration. 
To discharge scarlet fever patients during desquamation 
must be a very dangerous thin~ to do, and he knew no 

reason why it should be done. The gentleman who 
was responsible for dischar,g;ing these patients might 
very well be as ked by the B•Jard of Health. or by the 
medical men of Brisbane, to state his reasons for so 
doing. There could be no doubt th•t the patient 
continued infectious as long as desquamation existed. 
(Applause.) So long as desquamn.tion existed, they 
would get the bacillus from the patient, and you might 
get it after that stage had been pa.ssed. In every case, 
however mild, the patient should not be discharged 
from the hospital before the expiration of six or eight 
we,eks. He could not understand the action of the 
superintendAnt of the Brisbane fever hospital, and 
would very much like to hefLr his reasons. 
The doctor then moved the following motion:-

That, in the opinion of this section, the compulsory 
notification and isolation of infectious disea!'i~s by 
proper hospitHl accommodation is of much importance 
to the healt.h of the community, as well as to the best 
interests of trade and commerce. 
'rhat motion was carried. We have had occasion 
to discuss the Central Board of Health and their 
actions on previous occasions in this House, but 
it appears to me that the Home Secretary should 
not have taken upon himself the re"p0nsibility 
that he seems to have done in this case at the 
instigation of one man, when the Central Board 
of Health are unanimous in their opimion that 
that practtce is wrong. The health of the com­
munity is of far greater importance than the 
expenditure of a few pound.s of money in a legiti­
mate dir~ction, and it would be much better, not 
only in the interest of those resident in the city, 
but also of those living in other parts of the 
colony, if more effective steps were taken to 
carry out the suggestiOn of the Central Board of 
Health and the resolution of the Medical Con­
gress. I have occupied more time than I had 
intended to do, and I must conclude by entering 
mv protest on the matter I touched upon at the 
opening of my speech, that is this unauthorised 
expenditure by the Government. How long it is 
going to continue I do not know ; in fact, we do 
not know how long the present Government are 
going~to continue. 

Mr. STEW ART : They are a continuous Govern­
ment. 

Mr. JENKINSON: They have been very 
continuous in incurring unauthorised expendi­
ture at all events. It is all very well for the 
Government to depend upon the majority at 
their back to assist them to get these matters 
passed, bnt hon. members sitting on both s1des 
of the House should recollect that they have 
privileges to maintain, and a public duty to 
perform, and I think it would be jnst as well if 
some of these items were blocked as a warning to 
the Government that they mnst not continue 
the practice. 

Mr. LEAHY : You would assist in that, I 
suppose? 

Mr. JENKINSON : I am quite sure that if the 
hon. member for Bulloo can carry ont his little 
coup he will get assistance from me and other 
members on this side, if he can show that he has 
legitimate reasons for testing tile strength of the 
Govern"ment. 

Mr. LEAHY : I snppose you would like to be 
remembered for it. 

Mr. JENKINSON: I am quite sure that I 
would be remembered by somebody, but in what 
wav I will not say. 

The TREASURER: On any pretext you would 
vote again t the Government. 

Mr. JJ<}NKINSON: No, I would not. I have 
asserted before in this House that I will support 
the Government in any good measure they may 
bring forward. I did that last session, and I 
will do it as long as I remain in the House. I 
wonld not vote against the Government on any 
petty trifling thing that is brought before the 
House simply to 1 um them out. At the same time 
I am perfectly oonvin<;EJd that they are not the 
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right people to be there, and that they have been 
there too long, and I should be exceedingly glad 
to see better men occupying the positi•m. 

Mr. CowLEY: \Ve could all endorse that. 
Mr. JENKINSON: I believe so. I am also 

of opinion that there are better men in this 
House than the meml,ers of the Government now 
on the Treasury benches, but I hardly think the 
hon. member for Herbert will endorse that state­
ment. But to return to the matter of unautho· 
rised expenditure. \Ve are sent down here to 
look after the interests of the people of the 
C•>lnny generally, and not for the support or 
aggrandisement of any p~rty. To me it seems a 
pity that the "ystem of party politics has reached 
its present stage, and I believe that it is res]Jon­
sible fur a grp J,t deal of this unauthorised expen­
diture. A great de:.! is perhaps expended for the 
glorification of a ]Jarticnbr party in order to 
enable them to retain their pnshions on the 
Treasury benches. I hope that, whether the 
present Treasurer occupies the position next year 
or not, the Stttternent then presented will show 
that the colony is in as good a position as it is at 
the present time, but that there will not be such 
a large amount of unauthorised expenditure dis­
closed in the Financial Statement. 

Mr. HARD ACRE (Leichhw·dt): I do not 
propose to detain the House long if I can avoid 
it. There are a large number of important Bills 
and the whole of the Estimates to be dealt with, 
and the session is rapidly approaching its 
termination. Therefore, I am of O]Jinion that it 
is advisable th~t hon. members should speak as 
little as possible. As far as I am concerned, I 
was very much inclined to act on the adage tbat 
"Speech is si! ver and silence is gold," but the 
debate on the Financial Statement is rather an 
important one, and as I have generally made it 
a practice to speak on it, I felt rather reluc~ant 
to let the occasion pass without saying a few 
words. It is a usual courtesy to compliment 
the Treasurer on his Financial Statement, and I 
desire to pay that compliment on this occasion. 
The Statement, which I have no doubt is a 
correct one, Hhows that we have a snrplub, which 
is as gratifying to the people of the colony as it is 
to the Treasurer. I may say that the hem. gentle­
man who occupies the position uf Treasurer has 
filled the position &.s well as his predecessor8-
indeed, almost as well as one of his predece"''ors 
who earned a colonial reputation as a master of 
finance--

Mr. STEW ART : Who was he? 
Mr. HARDAORE: Sir Hngh Nelson, and I 

think rightly so to some extent. But I cannot 
help in this connection recalling the allegory 
about the fly on the wheel. Almost all the 
Treasurers we have had in the paot have been 
little more than the fly upon the wheel as far as 
the prosperity of the colony is concerned. I 
believe so far as the general prosperity of the 
colony is concerned the present Treasurer has, 
like other Treasurers, been only a fly upon the 
wheel. They have not made the prosperity; it 
has come in spite of them and irrespective of 
them. The fact is that the great natural 
resources of the colony have brought us back to 
prosperity in spite of ourselves. Another 
very material factor in restoring prosperity 
is the annual natural increase of population. 
In this colony, over and above immigration 
oversea and overland, it amounts to about 
14,000 a year. That is an enormous factor 
in restoring prosperity. It means that e\'ery 
year there is an increase in Customs revenue, 
the rail way traffic is augmented, postal and 
telegraph receipts are enlarged, and so with 
every department of the State, and so also with 
commerce and industry. The wheels of industry 
are sent round with a swifter motion every year 
in consequence of this natural increase 6£ popn-
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lation. It gives rise t0 the increased consump­
tion which in turn gives rise to increased demand, 
and to increased production and so affects the 
return of commercial prosperity. I find that 
during the last six years, since 1893, there has 
been an increase of population in this colony of 
no less than 80,000, or nearly one,fifth of the 
total population of the colony previous to 1893. If 
I m"'y digre,s, I would just like to put this ques­
tion: Where is the necessity for State-aided immi­
gration when we have this natural increase from 
our own people of 14.000 every year? Whilst 
congratn!ltting the Treasurer on the financial 
success of the year, "'nd also upon his ability in 
filling the position, I certainly cannot congratu­
late him upon the chamcter of the Financial 
Statement he has d~_,li vered on this occasion. In 
fact, it is properly not a Financial Statement at 
all, but what might be callfld a ,~e.mme of depart· 
mental reports-a rehash of what is given to us 
by the various departments in bulk. It is fol­
lowing one of the bad ex>tmples-and there are 
not many I admit -set us by Sir Hugh Nelilon. 

'fhe TREASURER : He was the best Treasurer 
we ever had. 

Mr. HARD ACRE : I am not saying anything 
against that. I admitted his exceptional ability 
in matters of finance, but I s<ty this was a bad 
example that he set this Committee, and one 
in which we have degenerated from yeRr to year, 
until now we have a Statement full of mere de­
tail" that are utterly nn worthy the dignity and 
importance of a Financial Statement. vVe actu­
ally had a Fina.ncial Statement one year which 
referred to a buoy that had been put somewhere 
in the Norman River and to a date pdm that was 
planted, I think, at Windorah. This year we 
are referred to the repair of a jetty, and to a 
number of trivial things which are utterly out of 
place here and unworthy the importance of a 
Financial St,atement. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR PUBLIC LANDS: We will 
wait until you draw up one. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: I will endeavour to draw 
up one that will avoid the miserable details this 
Statement is full of. If I am ever unfortnnn.te 
enoni(h to occupy the Treasurership I shall 
endeavour to deal as this Statement should deal 
with general financial principles and policies of 
finance. J nst imagine a Gladstone or a Goschen 
submitting a Financial Statement to the House 
of Commons with mere details in it explaining 
the expenditure of a couple of pounds. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Gladstone was the greatest 
detail speaker the world has ever seen. 

Mr. HARDACRJ<~: That may be, but he 
certainly did not weary the House of Commons 
with matters of detail such as we find here. I 
say the detailed nature of the Statement is 
res]Jonsible for the detail discussions which we 
have had on matters of departmental adminis­
tration and on small questions more fitted for a 
debate on the Estimates than upon the Financial 
Statement. 

The TREASURER : Y on set me a bad example. 
Mr. HARDACRE : I have not set the hon. 

gentleman a bad example. I for one protest 
again, as I have protested before, against this 
rehash of departmental reports, which might 
better be called an industrial review of the pro­
gress of the colony than a Financial Statement. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR PUBLIC LANDS : A very 
useful thing. 

Mr. HARD ACRE : No doubt it is very useful 
for pnrpo,<es of circulation in Great Britain, and no 
doubt that is one of the objects; but if we are going 
in for anything of that kind it would be better to 
have it printed in a separate pamphlet than that 
members of this Committee should be subjected 
to the waste of time and wearisomeness of 
listening to the reading of a Statement of this 
kind. 
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Mr. GLASSEY : A very fine exposition of the 
state of the colony. 

Mr. HARDACR.E: No doubt it is a Yery fair 
exposition of the industrial state of the colony, 
but let anyone turn up the Statement and see 
the matters of detail referred to with regard to 
loans, the number of selections, and so on·-I am 
surprised they have not dealt with the town 
pump in some place, as it is about worthy of 
the rest of the details in this Statement. If the 
Treasurer will accept a suggestion from me, 
offered in good faith and with no desire to be 
offensive, he can make his Statement much more 
interesting and much more of a. ]'inancia.l State­
ment if he will see that the heads of departments 
-who makemostofitup I believe-will >imply cut 
out the mass of details and give us, instead, a 
general and brief epitome of the state of their 
departments and the progress they have made. 
The present system degenerates the Financial 
Statement and also the debate upon it. I have 
said that a ]'inancial Statement should be aeon­
pied with a discussion of g.·neral principles of 
finance and policies of taxation and their effect 
upon the welfare of the people and upon the 
industries of the colony. I make no apology for 
taking this opportunity to s:.y what I have said, 
in the light of the fact that we are about to 
enter a federation, under a new Constitution 
and new financial arrangements which will 
entirely dislocate our own finances and the 
financial policies of the whole of Australia. 

There has been an attempt in New 
[9 p.m.] South Wales recently, to form a 

federal free trade party. I m "Y say 
that I for one am an out and out freetrader. I 
believe that all tariffs-all taxes levied through the· 
Customs upon commodities used by the people 
are injurious to trade and commerce, and retard 
the development of any community. I don't 
think that protection is any protection at all. 
Instead of encouraging industries, it discourages 
them. It may encourage some industries, but if 
it does so, it is at the expense of the rest of the 
community. It reduces the wages of the masses 
of the people; it therefore decreases the producing 
power of the people; and to the extent that it 
decreases their purchasing power, so it lessens 
local production and causes ~e•s employment 
for the working classes. It also Je,sens the 
profits of employers and increases the expense of 
production, and so retards the enterprise and pro­
gress of a.ny community, especially in a community 
like Queensland, which is largely engaged in 
primary industries. These primary industries 
are of the greatest importance to this colony­
the mining, the pastoral, and agricultural 
industries. But the worst of it is this : That 
protection has the effect of taking out of the 
pockets of the people a. far larger amount than 
what the Treasurer receives. The tax'1.tion 
falls on the backs of the working people, 
reduces the producing power, and contracts the 
field of employment in many ca,es. No doubt 
it causes work in some industries, but it is 
at the expense of other industries, and, on 
the whole, it decreases the total amount of 
employment. A protective tariff is an entirely 
different thing from the encouragement of 
industries by the State. There are other and 
better ways of encouraging industries, for 
instance, by railways and other public works; 
by central sugar mills, flour mills, central 
crushing mills, and also by bonuses, if necessary. 
Bonuses are not at all antagonistic to freetrade 
principles. And I think that is a far better way 
to encourage industries-a hundred times a better 
way-than through a protective tariff. That 
tariff may remain on for a long time without at 
all operating to give rise to the encouragement of 
any industry. It may be on for years before it 
has any effect, and all this time the community 

is paying these taxes, not merely to the Treasurer 
-because he receiVes only part of it-but the 
principal merchants and others, who, perhaps, 
hold a monopoly, are enabled to tax the people 
and put money into their own pockets in 
addition to what goes into the Treasury. We 
don't know by a protection tariff how much we 
are paying, but with the system of bonuses we 
know exactly how much it costs the State 
to encourage any particular ind u,;try. There is 
this fact also, that we never give bonuses 
without having an immediate result. Directly 
a bonus is given it oper~;,tes as an encouragement 
to the industry on whose behalf it is given. 
And there is also this advantage, th"t it leaves 
u• at liberty to raise revenue to provide for the 
bonus in many ways; for instance, in the way 
of an income tax, a land tax, an absentee tax, 
or any other method of t'1.xation. The present· 
method of encouraging industries through a tariff 
is a very crude, cumbrous, and obsolete method. 
The true principle of taxation in my opinion is 
upon laud values. Adam Smith has laid down, 
in his "Wealth of Nations," four canons of taxa­
tion which have before been quoted in this 
House. I do not know that I will read them, 
but if I did it would only be for the purpose of 
pointing out that they are incorrect. As far as 
this House is concerned they have been quoted 
and accepted as the correct principles of taxation, 
but I will give what I conceive to be the true 
principles. He says-

The subjects of every State ought to contribute to the 
cost of government. as nearly as possible in proportion to 
their re,,~peetive abilities. 
That, in my opinion, is an utterly erroneous 
principle on which to raise revenue. It may he 
taken perhaps into consideration, but to make a 
m~;,n pay to the revenue because he is wealthy is 
utterly unjust as a principle of economic justice. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO LANDS : I am 
afmid that opinions would differ upon that 
point. 

Mr. HARD ACRE : I will endeavour to point 
out why it is unjust. Let us take an illustration 
-the case of an hotelkeeper. He lets his rooms 
to various persons who come there, and one man 
more wealthy thau the rest takes a room ; and 
because he is wealthy the hotelkeeper charges 
him a much larger sum for the use of the same 
room than he charges the ordinary visitor. h 
that a fair or just thing? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I do not 
know that the analogy holds good. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: It is not a just thing. 
The true principle of mising his income is by 
charging in proportion to the service rendered : 
and the individuals of the State ought, in my 
opinion, to be taxed in exactly the same way­
not in proportion to their wealth, but in propor­
tion to the service rendered to them by the State. 
There is no doubt that wealth comes in as a 
matter to be considered, but not as a question of 
justice. In my opinion, a writer who is the equal 
of Adam Smith-great economist as he was-who 
has recently died, and whose death is not only a 
national loss bnt a loss to the whole human race, 
has laid down the true principles of taxation. I 
refer, of course, to Henry George. He has also 
laid down four canons of taxation, which are as 
follow:-

1. That it bear as lightly as possible upon produc­
tion-so, at least, to check the increase of the general 
fund from which taxes mustbepaidand the community 
maintained. 

2. That it be ea•ily and cheaply collected, and fall as 
directly as may be upon the ultimate payers, so 3:s to 
take as little as possible in addition to what it yields 
the Governm~;-nt. 

3. That it be certain, so as to give the least oppor­
tunity for tyranny or corruption on the parL of officials) 
and the least temptation to law~breaking and evasion 
on the part of the taxpayers. 
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4. That it bear equally, so as to give no citizen an 
advantage, or put any at a disadvantage as compared 
with others. 
I may point out that the Financial Reform Al­
manac, which is what I may terrn the only 
production which now remains of the Cobden­
Bright Freetrade party of Great Britain, has 
also quoted from Henry George what the true 
sources of revenue are-

Consider the enormous value of land in such cities as 
compared with the value of land in such sparsely settled 
parts of the s:tme country. To what ig this due? Is it 
not due to the den~ity and activity of the populations 
'Jf those cities-to the ver:r <·ause""3 that require great 
pub1i0 expenditure for st!'eets, drains, public buildings, 
and all the many things needed for the health, con~ 
venienee, and safety of such grea.t cities? See how, with 
the growth of sucil cities, the one thing that steadily 
increases in value is land; how the opening of roads, 
the building of railways, the maldng of any public im~ 
provement, add to the 'i'alue of land. Is it not clear 
that here is a natural law-that is to say. a tendency 
willed by the Creator? Can it mean anything else than 
~hat He who ordained the State w1th all its needs has, 
In the values which attach to land, provided the means 

. to meet those ends ? 

That is, I believe, the true source from which 
everything should ccme, and if I beli~ve at all in 
~he taxation of incomes, which I do, I believd in 
It only for the reason that it is the best of be1d 
taxes. It is not a good tax. It falls on produc­
tion to a small degree, but it is very much better 
than many of the bad taxes which we have-, such 
as raising revenue through the Customs. 'Ne are 
now as it were at the parting of the ways where 
Queensland has to decide in company with the 
other colonies what her policy of taxation shall 
be in the Federal Government which is sure to be 
established. A freetrade party is being formed 
in New South '\Vales, and there is also a tariff 
confer~nce about to meet in Melbourne, and I 
desire to point out that unless Queensland does 
not watch very elosely she will be burdened by a 
lRrge tariff outside of Australia which may suit 
Victoria, but which will certainly not suit us or 
be for our welfare. • 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You must 
trust the people. 

Mr. HARDACRE: We have to trust the 
people, certainly, but I am pointing out that it is 
the duty of the people to watch, and it is deRir­
ab!e to raise the issue, and, as far a• possible, 
pomt out what ought to be the true policy that 
should be followed. I do not want to quote 
John Stuart Mill or Professor Cairnes and other 
economists as to the wisdom and rightfulne~s of 
putting a tax on land values. So far as the past 
1s concerned, I believe the policy of this country 
instead of doing good and bringing about 
prosperity, has retarded it. Both by our tariff 
and our retrenchment, which rt:duced the pur­
chasing power of the people, and also hy increased 
taxation, depression has been intensi-fied and our 
recovery has been retarded. I believe it was 
false policy, and instead of retrenching so keenly 
and increasing taxation, if we had put a tax on 
land values we should have been restored to our 
former prosperous condition . with much more 
rapidity. I hope now that we are abandoning our 
retrenchment policy we will also abandon our 
taxation policy, and that we will go in the direc­
tiOn of all the other colonies of Australia, except 
We9tern Australia, and put a tax on land values. 
In New South Wales £371,000 is received from 
land tax; in Victoria, £127,000; in South Au8-
tralia, £75,000; in Tasmania, £49,000 · and in 
New Zealand, £271,000. The amou{,t from 
income tax in New South Wales is £180 000 · in 
Victoria, £168,000; in South Australia, £s3 000; 
in Tasmania, £46,000; and in New Zealand 
£92,000, I think we might at least follow th~ 
example of @Very one of those colonies in at least 
this direction, and by means of the revenue thus 

derived remove some of the burdens that now 
fall on the people through the Customs taxation. 
I would like to say a word now about the sinking 
fund-or the public debt reduction fund, as it is 
called-and I may say that I agree wi~h thehon. 
member for Brisbane North in that matter. I 
think the principle that has been adopted is an 
injurious and vicious principle; and that so far 
from being of advantage in keeping the Treasurer's 
-finances right, I believe that if any surplus is to be 
put away m a separate fund, not for the ad vantage 
of the Treasurer himself--or only in an infini­
tesimal degree-but for the purpose of advan­
taging some future Treasurer, the tendency will 
be to take away the inducement to have any 
surplus at all, because a Treasurer will •ay, 
" What is the use of a surplu;; to me if it is to go 
into the coffers to be taken by some Treasurer in 
the future?" 

The TREASURER : It cannot be taken by any 
future 'rrea.urer as long as the present Act is in 
force. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: We know that funds like 
that have been taken in the past by repealing 
Acts. Sir T. Mcllwraith took mon<Jy from a 
fund in 1879. 

The THEAt>URER : All our surplus funds are 
disposed of ; we bought Treasury bills with 
them, and those bills are destroyed. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Nut with the public debt 
reduction fund. 

The TREASURER: Yes. 
Mr. HARD ACRE : That may be ; but 

whether it can be taken by a future Treasurer or 
not, it does not advanta!l'e himself in any case. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR PUBLIC LANDS: It advan­
tages the colony. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: It takes away the induce­
ment to have a surplus, and the tendency­
though I do not say it results in that-is to cause 
him to be wasteful and extravagant, and to live 
up to his income. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : He has 
not done that. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: I say that is the tendency, 
and I agree with the suggestion of the hon. 
member for Brisbane North, Mr: Forrest, that it 
should be used for the purpose ef reducing taxa­
tion-or, what I think eQually as good, for a 
current account loan fund for the purpose of 
meeting small current loan works, such matters as 
rolling stock and small current accounts that are 
almost as properly taken out of consolidated 
revenue as from loan funds-small amounts which 
are constantly being required, and which should 
not come out of loan funds that are floated more 
particularly for special purposes. Just a word 
also on the question of the Government Savings 
Bank account. I also have made a note of this 
matter, and I was of the same opinion and made 
the same error as the hon. member for Cairns in 
thinking that there was lying to the credit of the 
Government Savings Bank in actual cash a 
current account of £1,378,000. It is not lying 
there in cash at all. I -find now it is there to 
the credit of the Government Savings Bank all 
the same as current account, but there have been 
two overdrafts operated against it, an overdraft 
from the general account--

The TREASURER : Loan fund, 
Mr. HARD ACRE: An oyerdraft from the 

general account of nearly £500,000, and from 
the loan fund account an overdraft of £711,000, 
which reduces the net current account cash 
for the total consolidated funds and all the 
trust accounts to about £225,000. Therefore 
the colony does not lose-the Treasurer does not 
lose on account of the larg-e current account of 
£1,378,000 lying in the Queensland National 
Bank as current account, But I believe there 
is something objectionable in this because 
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the Government Savings Bank as a working 
departm~nt lose, all the same, and the Queens­
land National Bank to some extent gains. On 
current account funds at the Queensland N atim::al 
Bank we are receiving 2 per cent. interest; and 
we are borrowing at the rate of ::! or 3~ or ::!~ per 
cent., as the case may be. Even supposing iL is 
only 3 per cent., if the loan fund, instead of 
coming out of the loan, uses the Government 
Savings Bank current account fund, it is getting 
the advantage of the difference between 2 per 
cent. and 3 or 3~ per cent., which would have to 
be paid on any loan floated in the old country; 
and so on the general account also. If the loan 
fund and the general account gain that differ­
ence, the Government Savings Bank is losing 
that. 

The TREASURER : \Ve make a profit every year 
at the savings bank. 

Mr. HARD ACHE: I do not deny that, but 
we ought to get a bigger profit. Why should the 
Government Savings Bank money be placed at 
current account in the Queensland National 
Bank at 2 per cent. for the purpose of con­
veniencing the loan fund and general account 
and letting them have it "'t 1~ per cent. less than 
they would have to pay if they went, as they 
ought to go, to their own loan fnnd in the case of 
loan fund, and to the consolidated revenue fund 
in the case of general account? I know that if I 
was manager of the Government Savings Bank 
I would strongly object to my surplus funds 
being placed at such a low rate of interest for 
the advantage of some other department; and as 
'lhe Government Savings Bank is speciallY a 
people's institution, and the result of having a 
large amount in that bank might give rise to a 
higher rate of interest to depositors, I think the 
present method of dealing with the money is 
objectionable in the people's interest, and I am 
cf opinion that the large surplus money ongCt to 
be invested-we have done it in the past with 
surplus money-in Government debentures, or 
in Government Savings Bank Treasury bills-or, 
what might be better, a special new kind of 
investment, a Government Savings Bank note 
issue, which might be hpt as the Treasury 
bills are kept, and in case of emergency 
might be paid to depositors instead of cash. 

That would be more flexible and not 
[9'30 p.m.] so cumbrous as Treasury bills, which, 

in the case of emergency, would 
have to be sold in the open market, whereas 
Treasury notes could simply be paid to the tax­
payers equal to their own money. There is one 
matter that rather interests me; that is with 
regard to the expenditure of the Lands Depart­
ment. I am glad to say that this year there has 
been to some extent an increase in the expenili­
ture provided for this department. For many 
years past--

Mr. GLASSEY : What about the returns of 
pastoral property ? 

Mr HARD ACRE : This is a question of the 
efficiency of the Lands Department. For years 
now-for at least twelve vears back-there has 
been pursued a policy of "severe retrenchment 
and starvation of the department, which has 
curtailed its efficiency and practically emascu­
lated it, and which, I believe, has chiefly led to 
the large amount of dissatisfaction that exists 
throughout the whole colony in connection 
with land settlement. I do not know why a 
department of such great influence to the 
colony, and one which, I may say, with 
the exception of the Treasury, brings a 
greater net surplus into the T'reasury than 
any other, should be curtailed year after year as 
it ha8 been by the present Government. Eve•y 
year for ten year;; past, in spite of the growing 
population of the colony and the growing demand 
for settlement, the amount placed on the Eoti-

mates for the Lands Department has decreased, 
except in "Miscellaneous" items. In 1889 there 
was exprnded on that department £132,000. Last 
year there was only £76,000, or a difference 
annuallv in the cost of the admini,tration of that 
departn1ent of £56,000. The Surveyor-General, 
as far as his department is concerned, called 
attention to the matter. He says-

Pecuniary curtailment had been carried into effect to 
such an extent that the department was not as 
efficient as could be desired in the matter of map 
production on a scale that would be of best use to the 
public. 

After having had control of the internal economy of 
the Survey Department I can see plainly that increased 
strength must annually be provided for quite a number 
of years to come. 
I have pointed out before the state of some of 
our country lands offices, "'nd I will give the 
Treasurer a statement of what occurred at one 
of the most important centres in Queensland­
namely, Charters Towers. When I went to 
Charters Towers during the election--

Mr. DAWSON: You had a very good time. 
Mr. HARD ACRE: I had a very good time, 

and the hon. the senior member for Charters 
Towers helped to make it a good time. He 
treated me in a most hospitable and courteous 
manner, and I shall not forget it for some time. 
I take this opportunity of saying that I met 
with a hospitable reception from a number of 
Charters Towers--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDs: Volun-
teers. 

Mr. HARDACRE : People. 
Mr. DAWSON: Young ladies. 
Mr. LF.AHY: Had you a bad headache? 
Mr. HARD ACRE: I went about there the 

same as I am in the habit of doing, and went 
into the lands office. I rlid not say who I was. 
I had some difficulty in finding it at first. I was 
told it was at the c!erk of petty sessions' office. 
There was not a lands office except as a second 
auxiliary to some extent to the more important 
work of the C'terk of petty sessions. I went 
there and said, "I want to take up some land in 
this locality." 

The SECRF:TARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Was 
that honest ! Was it a square deal? Did you 
intend to take it up ? 

Mr. HARD ACRE: It was a square deal, but 
I did not get a square acre of land. I said, 
"Can you tell me what land is available in this 
locality?'' He said, " What land do you want?~ 
I said, "That is what I don't know. I want to 
find out what particular chtss of land you have 
here. Suppose I came from America, or New 
South Wales, or· from one of the other colonies, 
and desired land here, can you show me the 
country which ie available?" Then he admitted, 
"I have no maps." I said, "That is a queer 
state of things-no maps." 

The TREASURER: They belong to the Mines 
Office proper. 

Mr. HARDACRE: No. 
The TREASURER : That is all the land. 
Mr. HARDACRE: Nothing of the kind. 

That is only on the goldfield. There are large 
areas to be taken up. I saw in the Townsville 
papers there of some land, hundreds of miles in 
extent, not far away from the railway line, that 
was very suitable far agricultural occupation. 

The TREASURER : "Who said that? 
Mr. HARD ACRE: A complaint was made 

about it not being open. It was suitable for »ll 
kinds of agriculture-good soil, and the climate 
so cool that it was called poor cattle country, 
because it was too cold for cattle, and was on 
the high-level country. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LANDS: Where 
does the Charters Towers district begin? 
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Mr. HARD ACRE: I explained to the land 
agent who I was, and he sa.id--

The SECRETARY FOR PGRI.IC LANDS : He 
thought you were out of your mind. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: I did not say what I was, 
but who I was. If I was out of my mind, I 
would probable find the hon. gentleman there, 
too. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBr.IO LANDS : That 
explains the extraordinary areas of fertile soil 
and the icy climate. 

An HONOURABLE :VfE>!BER: Sn'>Wba!Is. 
Mr. HARD ACRE: It is pretty cool Herber­

ton way. 
The SECRETARY ~·on PUBLIC LAl'>'DS : But you 

were speaking of Ch:nters Towers. 
Mr. HARD ACRE: I believe it is colder at 

Charters Towers than it is at Brisbane. After­
wards I went to the Townsville Land Commis­
sioner in order to get some knowledge of the 
la':d available in the district generally, and he 
pomted out a tremendous tract of high-level 
country that was colder in temperature than it 
is down in the Southern part of Queensland. I 
believe he is correct, and that there would be 
room for millions of white inh>tbitants growing, 
not tropical, nor even sub-tropical, products, 
hut the products of temperate climes. 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. HARD ACRE: He admitted he had one 
map, and he brought a map down from a du,ty 
shelf of a cupboard, "hi eh proved to be five 
years' old. It was sent to him by the Lands 
Department. But he could not tell more than 
he s;;id-" It showed certain lands open when it 
was sent; but I cannot sJ.y whether they are 
open to-day or not." That is the case in one 
lands office. As a matter of fact, the whole of 
our lands offices in the country districts generally 
are manned by police constables who get no pay 
from the Lands Department at all, and who are 
under no obligation to anyone except the Police 
Department. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: It is evident there is not 
much demand for land if it wa" only asked for 
by yourself for the first time for five years. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: I say I am glad to see 
that there has been some increase in that depart­
ment this year, and I hope that that very valu­
able department to the colony--a department 
which gives such a large net suq.]us to the 
Treasurer-will receive greater consideration at 
the hands of the Treasurer, the Pmmier, and 
the Secretary for Lands als0. In pa.>sing, I have 
a local grievance, not a grievance of my own dis­
trict so much as a grievance of the Central dis­
trict. The hon. member for Croydon spoke very 
comphiningly about the mail service to the 
Gulf; but I wonder what he would >ay ahout 
the mail service to the Central district if he 
represented that district. The Treasurer, in the 
Financial St!1tement, makes specially eulogistic 
remarks with regard to the accelerated service to 
the North. He says-

The improvement in the service carrying our mails en 
the Northern coast, to which reference w.~s made in 
the Financial Statement of last year, has been effpcte l, 
and although it \vas not pos.sihle to obtain the high 
rnte of spPed desired, the gain in time and regnlaritv 
have been great. ~'!ails and passenget·s now le·t ve fo'r 
the ~orth, vid Gladstone, at 9 p.m. ol1Friday, and reach 
rrowmwille before daylight on .Monday--instead of on 
Tuesday a.fternoon as formerly-and as they a1·e des­
patched thence by the mornir1g train of J\Ionday there 
is a clear gain of forty-eight hours so far as the inland 
districts are crmcerned. 
I do not know whether the Trea,urer is aware of 
it or not, but the accelPration of the mail service 
is absolutely of no advantage to the inla.nd por­
tions of the Central district. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLTO LANDS: They got 
all the advantage before they got the railway. 

Mr. HARDAORE: That has been no ad van· 
tage at all. ·According to this paragraph, the 
mail" that leave here at lJ o'clock on Friday night 
are delivered in districts to the west of 'rowns­
ville on Monday morning. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You have 
three mails a week by train. 

Mr. HARDACRE: If the hon. gentleman 
will allow me, I will explain what the particular 
grievance in the Central district is. The mails 
which leave here on :B'riday night are despatched 
to the back of Townsville on Monday morning ; 
but the mails that leave for the Central district 
by the same train are not sent west of Rock­
hampton until Tuesday morning, alt.hough 
Townsville is considerably further away than 
Rockhampton. The mail" are actually delivered 
west of Townsville a day sooner than they are 
delivered in places west of Rockhampton. 

Mr. LESINA: More than a day. 
Mr. HARD ACRE: Yes; more than a day 

sooner. I can send mails by the boat which 
leaves Brisbane at 6 o'clock on Saturday night, 
and they will catch the mail train at Rock­
hampton on Monday night jURt as quickly as if 
they had been sent by the train leaving Brisbane 
at 9 o'clock on Friday ni~ht. The mail arrives 
in Rockbampton on Saturday evening, but the 
\Vestern mail does not leave Rockhampton till 
Monday night at 10 o'clock. 

The TREASURER: But you have three mails 
a week, while 'I'ownsville has only one. 

Mr. HARDACRE: The mail that leaves 
Brisbane on Friday night arrives at Rockhamp­
ton en Saturday night, and the mail train does 
not leave for the \Vest until Monday night-a 
break of two days, Let me a;k the Treasnrer 
how he would like this if he lived in the Central 
Clistrict : Two letters leave Brisbane by the same 
train on Friday night-one for a place west of 
Townsville and the other for a place west of 
Rockhampton. The former leaves Townsville 
for the \V est on Monday morning, while the 
latter does not leave Rockhampton till the lYion­
day night. Surely the one for the Central dis­
trict ought to arrive at its destination sooner than 
the one for the inland districts of the North ! 
The same thing occurs with reference t" the 
mails for Brisbane. The train arrh·es in Rnck­
hampton from the West on Sunday morning, but 
the mails do not leave vi<t Gladstone until Tues­
day morning-again a break of two days. Snrely 
there ought to be some better arrangement than 
that! 

The TREASURER: Do you want us to run the 
trains on Sunday? 

Mr. HARDACRE : What do they do in 
Townsville? 

The TREASURER: The trains do not leave on 
the Sunday. 

Mr. HARDAORE: If the train can leave 
Townsville on the JYionday morning, why cannot 
the train also leove }{ockhampton on Monday 
mornine;? That would save nearly a day. 

Mr. STEWAR1': Or Sund:•.y night. 
The TREASURER: I have no objection. 
Mr. HARD ACRE: In regard to the mails 

from the South there is a similar delay of two 
days between their arrival in Rockhampton and 
their despatch for the South. There is just 
one other matter I wish to refer to-that is the 
1111estion of the administration of New Guinea. 
I shall have· another opportnnity of dealing with 
the question, but I wish to refer specially to the 
Land Ordinance which is now being prepared by 
the Lieutenant-Governor, lYir. Le Hunte, and 
which, I believe. is c'anctioned by our Premier. I 
believe this ordinance is just as objectionable in 
character as the Lowles-Vine ordinance which 
aroused such indignation some time ago. 

Mr. LESINA : Hear, hear! It is worse. 
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Mr. HARD ACRE : It is perhaps not gene­
rally known that just as objectionable proposals 
have been made to Mr. Le Hunte. I sha.!l 
quote from the report of an interview with Mr. 
Le Hunte which appeared in the Sydney 1lfom­
ingHerald-

Are you to report on the land-grant system? 
The original syndicate, with which Mr. Lowles and 

Sir Somers Vine were connected, does not affect me, 
although, of course, I am seized of the facts. The 
arrangements in connection with the settlement of the 
matter do not form a question for my comddera­
tion. But there are other proposals which will demand 
very serious attention. A syndicatn was formed at 
Liverpool for the acquirement of a large area in New 
Guinea. Then another company made a similar pro­
posal. In one case the area wa~ for 100,000 acres of 
land ; in the ot..her case the area applied for was l~rger. 

Are the proposed conce"lsions simUar in character ? 
I do not exactly understand what you mean by con­

cessions. If a man paYs for what he gets there is no 
concm~ ... ion in the general acceptance of the word. 

Is there any difference between the proposals of the 
original syndi'3ate a.nd the proposals of the two subse­
quent syndicates ym1 have referred to? 

Yes, of cours:e. rrhey are not the same proposals at all. 
If an application is made for land by persons who are 
prepared to pay for it, no grant is involved. 

That is the kind of idea Mr. Le Hunte has. 
Only let a syndicate pay for it, and it is a fair 
transaction. 

Mr. GLASREY.: Suppose they pay ls. an acre 
for land which IS worth £1 per acre? 

Mr. HARDACRE: In the Lowleo-Vine pro­
posal they were to pay 2s. an acre, but Mr. Le 
Hunte proposes to lease what he calls pastoral 
land with a purchasing clause of 1s. an acre. 
There is no limit as to the area. He may sell 
100,000 or 200,000 acres-he may sell 500,000 
acres to one company if he likes, at 1s. per acre, 
and the rent paid is to form no.rt of t.h" nnw•hoo. 
mg price. Mr. Oameron, the surveyor ·in New 
Guinea, has been engaged in surveying certain 
lands, and I will ju~t give an idea of the class of 
land he has surveyed. In one case he was 
engaged in purchasing and surveying a block of 
1,900 acres on the right bank of the Veirnauri 
River, forty miles west of Port Moreshy, and 
making a preliminary survey of 1,700 acres on 
the other bank, which had been previously pur­
·Cha,ed by the Government. He says-

The~e two areas contain a lot of fir::t-class land. ~uit~ 
ab1e for growing sugar, coffee, maize, or cocoanuts. 
The river is navigable up to the land at high water for 
small craft drawing 4 feet o: 5 feet, and fronting the 
land is alway• fresh. nlthough backed by the rising 
tide. . . If these two portions were selected hy a 
company I should consider it a good investment. 

There was a splendid article in the Courier in 
regard to this busines•, and the Courier remarked 
at the end : " Another of the eyes of New 
Guinea !" The article finished by saying-

And so the record runs. Exceptional fertility and 
acce.ssibility were what Mr. Cameron looked for. In 
British )Jew Guinea as in thlR continent, these excep­
tional afl.vantages are relatively to the aggregate area 
of the country extremely scarz•e. The 31,000 acres 
dealt with by }fr. Cameron are, he says, "now open to 
selection," so that, if the ordinance is operative, the~;:e 
eves of the possession are now the valuable property of 
the syndicate. . . . The truth is that a perusal of 
Mr. Cameron's rPport throws a li!;{bt upon the eagerness 
of the syndicate to deposit £1,000 with the Queensland 
Agent-General in London. The P:yes of British New 
Guinea for 2s. per acre. 
Now it is proposed under this new ordinance to 
dispose of the eyes of New Guinea for 1s. an 
acre, and to allow a long time in which to pay 
that amount. I hope that this ordinance will 
receive some di"cussion in this House before it 
is finally accepted, as that may save a consider­
able amount of trouble later on, such as was 
experienced in regard to the proposed trans­
actions some time ago. We know what evils 
have resulted from the sale of land in huge 

block.g in the early days of. Australia, an.d w~ do 
not wigh to see those ev1ls repeated m New 
Guinea. But I would point out that not only is 
there no maximum fixed in regard to the land 
that may be acquired, but .it is also propose~ to 
give to the purchaser the aBsolute and sole nght 
to search for and work minerals on his land. 
That is a very important matter for the Sec:etar_Y 
for Mines to consider. Mr. Le Hunte m his 
report says-· 

The question of the rese~vation of _minerals in grants 
of fee-simple presents considerable difficulty. . . . . 
With regard to freebolds, I believe it would be ~o the 
best interest of the country not to allow any Inter­
ference with the proprietor, and not to grant any 
licenses to anybody but the proprietor to prospect or 
work for minerals on the land granted. It may be 
prudent to exact a license to worl{ minerals found on 
land sold, as proposed, on very easy terms for agricul­
tm·al or pastoral industries, but, having regar~ to the 
indisposition ot a capitalist to invest money 1n_ land 
out of which others might be free to reap the riChest 
benefits. I think it would be the wisest and safest 
course to conserve the right to minerals for the owners 
of the land Subject to any reserved interest of the 
Crown. Th~ same remark applies also, in my opinion, 
to leases. I think it very doubtful if anyone would 
take up a lease of Crown lands in New Guinea under 
conditions which allowed anyone else to use the land. 
Silver, gold, copper, platinum, and other 
minerals are to be handed over t,J the mercy of 
foreign syndicates, and our own miners are to be 
prohibited from prospecti~g for minerals.. That 
is against the settled policy of Austraha, and 
should not be allowed. I will just say a few 
words on one other matter before I sit down, 
and that is with regard to the service the Agri­
cultural Department has rendered to the colony. 
There is no department that is of greater 
prospective advantai;(e to Queen~land t_han that 
depa~t~~nt, ~vh~c~ IS, comme:!!m?g _';:t~~t,;' a new 
OLlto Vl. IJUU.l!:)l:l Ill IJlH:) l.;I..JIVUJ' o .l. tlo.t tiC v.s.. "~--.v colony 
which have been given over tu sheep and cattle, 
and which it ha8 been asserted are unfit for any 
other occupation, have now been proved suitable 
for close settlement, and for the growth of various 
kinds of agricultural products, tropical and sub­
tropical, and the department has been the means 
of introducino- into the colony new cereals, new 
vegetables, a;d newfruits. Those who have read 
Profes&ar Draper's History of the Intellectu.al 
Development of Europe will remember the bril­
liant passar(e where he points out how the Mo;>rs 
of Spain introduced into Europe_ the Arabian 
civilisation, astronomy, and variOus arts and 
sciences and how nearly all the orchard and 
garden fruits were introouced into Europe by the 
Moors from Arabia. They introduced peaches, 
apricots, grapes, pineapples, and even sugar­
cane. Just imagine the enormous benefit the 
introduction of those fruits has been to Europe. 
And the Ag-ricultural Department is doing fur 
Queensland somethin15 s!milar to. what the :Moors 
did for Europe. It IS mtrodumng new cereals, 
new vegetables, and new f_ruits, which will very 
much conduce to the happmess of the people, to 
the pleasures of the palate, and also to the com­
mercial prosperity of the colony. and I trust that 
that department will receive fair consideration at 
the hands of the Treasurer. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): While I .co~pl_i­
ment the Treasurer on his surplus, I thmk It IS 

wise to consider where it came from. The hon. 
gentleman has displayed a little humour in. his 
Financial f\tatement in regard to the savmgs 
bank, and the money contained therein. He 
says-

One of the most valuable attributes of the institution 
is the enconragement it pre"'ents to our workers to save 
their earnings, and so become capitalists in a reason­
ably sl1ort space of time. 
From my point of view there is genuine humour 
in that Statement. The supposition is that the 
working men of this colony can become capitalists 
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by putting their penny or a shilling a week into 
the savings bank. I will want more information 

on this subject than I have at the 
[10 p.m.] present time befor9 I will believe 

in that theory. We are not going 
to regenerate the world in this way. I do not 
think this is a kind of saving that will do much 
good. I believe more in national saving; if 
the nation as a whole saves up there may 
be something good come of it. This saving 
here proposed JS the saving by which e".ch and 
every colonist reduces his expenditure and 
carries out the great Christian principle the same 
as I hR.ve had to do, going with one coat and one 
pair of boots, and so on. The Treasurer say;; that 
if we Rave up in this way we will become rich 
and respectable and capitalists. But I say, 
"No," that theory is wrong. I say that the more 
a working man spends the better. {Laughter.) 

Mr. BROWNE : For the Treasurer. 
Mr. RYLAND: The Treasurer smiles, but I 

smile back at him, because I believe my theory 
will stand argument, and his won't. If you go 
to those nations of the world where they 
practise thrift, what do you find? Nothing but 
abject paupers. Go to the nations of Europe 
and to my own native land, and what do you 
find ? I say that if they could Jive on one meal 
a day they would find it as hard to get that meal 
as they do now. I say the true solution of the 
Rroblem is to work less and eat more. (Laughter.) 
i:luppose we, as a community, were to reduce our 
expenditure and do away with our bicycles, our 
horses, our buggies, our pianos, and our families. 
(Laughter.) Supposing we reduced all these, 
what would be the result? Why, things would 
be in a worse state than they arP at the present 
time. There would be nobody to consume any­
thing, and consequently everybody would be out 
of work, and there would be nothing but destitu­
tion in the country from one end to the other. 
If we reduce the standard 0f living down to the 
standard of living of the Chinese coolie, we would 
only get the wages of the Chinese coolie. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. RYLAND: That is the great curse in the 

old country. It is in Ireland. Because they 
reduced the standard of living down to the 
lowest possible limit, what has been the result? 
The big man-the landlord-has run away with 
everything; the poor putJ no shoes on their 
children, with the object of sending the land­
lord's children to college. I say, therefore, that 
this part of the Statement is humour, and the 
Treasurer winked the other eye when he wrote 
it. (Laughter.) Like a good many more Scotch­
men, he likes to see the other fellow do the saving. 
As I said before, it is very nice to have a surplus, 
but we should inquire where we get it from. As 
the hon. member for Croydon e,aid at the begin. 
ning of thi'l debate, a large amount came from 
opium. I say, we as a nation, and the Treasurer 
as the one who holds the purse, are not justified 
in that. I say that is blood money that is com­
ing into the 'freasury. I see from the returns 
that we got £21,000 in duty upon opium last 
year. ·what is the result but the demoralisat.ion 
of the Northern part of this colony through the 
use of opium. 

Mr. BROWNE: And the South, too. 
Mr. RYLAND: And the i:louth, but I say the 

North because I find that Townsville purchased 
one-third of the whole nmount, so that one·third 
of the sinners mnst be residents of that important 
electorate. 
·Mr. JENKINSON: Can you wonder at that 

when they return the Treasurer ! 
Mr. RYLAND: No, they must have had 

something to send them to sleep. Another 
contributwn has been from the death duties on 
the estates of wealthy residents who have been 
called away. 

The TREASGRER : Do you object to that? 
Mr. RYLAND: I do not think it is any­

thing to be proud over or that we should rejoice 
because some wealthy residents have been called 
to a better land. That is another item that I do not 
rejoice in. ·r see another item here-stamp duty 
-which amounts in round numbers to .£120,000. 
As a representative of a mining community I have 
got a grievance here, because I say we are victim­
ised and p>tralysed as a communit~ un?-er th_is 
Scamp Act. If you bave a transactton m sonp 
only worth £2 or £3 or even £1 you have to put a 
6d. stamp on it, and I say it is a great injustice 
to the mining community. Another unjust tax is 
the tax upon tea, which has becomealmostaneces­
~ary of life. There was nearly £82,000 collected 
from a duty of 6d. a lb. on tea, and I think we 
have arrived at the time when we should take 
the duty off tea. It is purely a revenue tariff, as 
there is no argument in its favour as a protective 
tariff, seeing that it is not possible here in 
Queensland to produce tea. It is entirely a 
revenue tariff, and is drawn exclusively from the 
poor man's pocket. 

Mr. LESINA : Take it off tea and put it on 
absentee. 

Mr. RYLAND: I agree with that. I think 
too that this duty of Sd. per lb on hops should 
be taken off. £11,000 was raised on this duty 
last year, and it should be remembered that this 
is a bread tax because we cannot make bread 
without hops. It is impossible also to produce 
hops here, and this is therefore another revenue 
t«x. As has been stated also it is doubly taxed in 
the beer duty. Another great injustice to the 
mining industry is the dividend tax. It might be 
impmed from a reasonable point of view on a 
graduated scale with 2-~ per cent. where it is now 
5 per cent. The totalamountreeeived lastyearfron: .. 
the dividend duty was £60,000, and of this amount 
.£37,000 came from mining dividends-that is, 
three-fifths of the total amount. I think, seeing 
that the major part of this income is derived from 
mining, greater facilities should be given for 
deep sinking prospecting. In many portions of 
our goldfield, private companie,, and capitalists, 
will not take the risk nf deep sinking, but if the 
Government subsidised deep sinking, that would 
give them some assistance. That has been done 
on Gympie with advantage, and in some cases 
the Govarnrnent have got their money back 
again ; and I think that, if they move in this 
direction, they will get their money back again. 
I think that instead of voting this paltry sum of 
.£10,000, as placed on the Estimates, the an10unt 
for deep sinking should be doubled. In fact, 
the whole of the dividend duty derived from 
mining should be devoted to that purpose. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: The whole surplus. 
·Mr. RYLA~D: Not the whole surplus, but 

the whole of the dividend duty, and, perhaps, 
£10,000 to boot. 

Mr. BROWNE : They don't spend half of that 
novv. 

Mr. RYLAND: As I see by the papers 
before me, the mining industry is rapidly pro­
gressing. I take this opportunity of saying this 
because the mining industry has been depref'iated 
by peor:le who should not do so-by people who, 
but for their ignorance, would not say what they 
do. Taking Charters Towers and Gympie, 
together with the other quartz. mining centres of 
th.e colony, the average earnings produced for the 
past year have been £405 4s. lld., or an increase 
over the previous year of .£18 6s. 6d. for 
every quartz·miner on these goldfields. I 
do not think anyone can say that the gold­
fields are "duffering out" when we have such 
returns as these. I think the industry is 
going up, and there is every prospect of 
a further increase in their importance and 
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value. They return over £400 a year. Why 
that would he better than being a member of 
Parliament, if they had the opportunity of 
getti~g it. As to the dividend tax, I contend 
that 10 ought to be devoted to prospecting and 
deep sinking, which will still further increase 
the output of gold, and therefore increase the 
average production of the miner. I must not 
find fault with all the Trtasurer's administration. 
I must commend him in some respects. I com­
mend him for his proposal to increase the endow­
ment to local authorities, not only that he has 
put an extra £25,000 on the Estimates, but also for 
the fair spirit-the fair differential spirit on which 
he has based the distribution. We all kn.lw 
that in outside districts there is practically no 
unearned increment, but that municipalities and 
other centres of population are built up by the 
indu.stry. an~ production of the people in the 
outs1ded1strrcts; and, consequently, these outside 
districts should get a far larger endowment than 
is given to municipalities like Brisbane, Mary­
borough, and Rockhampton. And yet these 
places come along and scoop the pool as regards 
the Government endowment. Of course, we all 
know that some years ago the municipality of 
Brisbane made a raid on the Treasury, and got 
an endowment on all their rates, contrary to 
the Act of Parliament, The Government winked 
at this, with the result that the munici­
pality scoojJed the pool, and got the Govern­
ment endowment on rates that were not collected 
On the other band, the poor outside districts 
have been obliged to strike the maximum rate of 
2d. in the £1 in municipalities and ltd. in the £1 
in divisional boards. 

Mr. Grv1ms: Did the Brisbane municipalities 
get endowment on rates that had not been 
collected? 

·Mr. RYLAND: Yes, they struck a loan rate 
because they were compelled to do so, but thev 
never collected it. But they got endowment 
upon it as general rates, and thus scooped the 
pool and robbed the outside dist riets. There 
is another item I must congratulate the Trea­
surer upon, and that is his piOposal to adminis­
ter the Slaughtering Act in the city and 
establish abattoirs. Now that is good. It is a 
bit of socialism in our time that I commend the 
Treasurer for. I would like to see the same 
thing extended all over the colony, but I snp[Jose 
he views the matter in the light of an experi­
ment, and that if it is a succes• he will extend it. 
I hope that is his intention, and if it is I 
commend him for it. Under the present system 
the Act can hard:y be properly administered. 
Every little butcher has his own slaughtering 
yard, and the only way in which to vroperly 
carry out the Act is to have such an army of 
inspector• that the cost would become a serious 
burden to these people. It is only by such a 
method that meat killed for consumption 
can be properly inspected, but if we have 
abattoirs there will be a concentration of effort · 
the illspector• will be able to vroperly in,pect; 
and everything will be done ur.der the closest 
Government supervision. The Labour party 
wondered the other day when they found their 
planks stolen one after the other. Here is 
another of our planks, one of the greatest pieces 
of "socialism in our time " that one could 
imagine. I hope the Treasurer in his wi"dom 
will extend the system rig-ht through Queens­
land. I also commend the Government for their 
action in connecti<>n with experimental farms, 
and for deciding to expend another .£3,000 upon 
them. \V e want one badly in the Gym pie 
district, which, outside the goldfield, is a 
fine farming district. The average farmer does 
not know what is the most suitable crop. 
He has a great many things to contend with­
~oil, climate, and so forth; and the advice and 

experience which he can gain from having an 
experimental farm close by him would be of very 
great value indeed. Consequently, I commend 
the Treaourer and the Government for this piece 
of " socialism in our time." Now, there is 
another question-and a very important one­
with which the Treasurer has dealt. I may say 
that I, in company with the rest of this party, 
have tried to bring about exactly what the hon. 
gentleman proposes. He says-

The prosperity of our own people, after all, is the 
greatest inducem0nt we eau offer to the surplus popula­
tion of the old world to come here and -participate in 
our advantages. 
Now that is common sense. Thttt is what this 
side of the House has been trying for years and 
years to drive into the heads of gentlemen on 
the other side. I am glad that they have suc­
ceeded at last, and I hope they will nail their 
colours to the mast and say, "We believe the 
prosperity of the country is sufficient inducement 
to bring people here from the old land, beca.use 
when they find it is a prosperous country, where 
the workmen are well off and contented, they 
will stay here instead of running away to the 
other colonies, and they will induce their friends 
to come out h~re to them." For that also 
I commend the Government. But th"re appears 
to be a division of opinion on the question in 
the Cabinet, for while the Treasurer says what 
I have quoted, the Government propc>se to con­
tinue a system of immigration. I hope the Treasurer 
will stick to that. I ho[Je the Government will 
not say one thing in this Statement, and do 
another thing. I would not like to be disap­
pointed. \Vhen I have a good opinion of a man 
I like to keep it, anc! I hope the Government 
will act up to the words of the Treasurer, instead 
of paying the vassages of people out to this 
country, and sweep up the streets of the cities of 
the old land in order to get immigrants for this 
colony. Why, I read the other day that a lot of 
people from Finland were to be brought here. 
Only fancy such an idea! A consignment of 
Finns l But I am glad that at last the Ministry 
are going to trust to the prosperity of the people 
as an inducement to bring peovle here ;,nd keep 
them here when they do come. 

The House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported 
progress, and the Committee obtained leave to 
sit again to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at thirty-one minutes 
past 10 o'clock. 




