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Orindnal Code Bill. [20 OCTOBER. J Papet'a. 

FRIDAY, 20 OcTOBER, 1899. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3 
o'clock. 

ELECTIONS TRIBUNAL. 
PRODUCTION OF pAPERS. 

The SPEAKER informed the House that, 
acting under the provisions of Standing Order 
330, during the bte recess he had authorised 
the productiun, in answer to a subpama 
from the police court at Toowoomba, of the 
ballot-papers and other documents in connec
tion with the late election for the electoral 
district of Cambooya. 

PAPERS. 
PERMITS ~'OR 'ro·rALISATORS. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G. 
Foxton, Carnarvon) : On the 11th October I 
informed the hon. member for South Brisbane, 
Mr. Turley, in reply to a question, that. there 
had been 406 permits granted to run totulisators 
during the years 1895-6-7-8-9. I have since 
ascertained that the information given me by 
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the officials was inc-orrect, anil the number 
stated covered the whole period during which 
the Act baR been in force. The correct number 
is 160 ; and I now beg to lay on the table a list of 
the names of the clubs to which these permits 
have been granted. I move that the paper be 
printed. 

Question put and passed. 
The following paper, laid on the table, was 

ordered to be printed :-The annual report of the 
Department of Public Works for 1898-99. 

MOUNT MORGAN GAS AND LIGHTING 
COMPANY'S BILL. 

Mr. CALLAN (Ji'it~roy) : I move-
That leave be given to in1roduce a Bill to enable tbe 

Mount Mm·gan Gas and Lighting Company, Limited, 
incorporated under the provisions of the Companies 
Acts, 1863 to 1896, to light with gas the town o! ~Iount 
]\.iorgau and its suburbs, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned. 

Question put and passed. 

FIRST READING. 
On the motion of Mr. CALLAN, the Bill was 

read a first time. 
RESERVATION OF A TRAIN 

COMPARTMENT. 
Mr. BELL (Dalby), in moving-
That there be laid upon the table of the House copies 

of all correspondence which has taken place in reference 
to the reservation of a compartment for ~r. T. Glassey, 
JILL.A., in the train which left Brisbane !or Toowoomba 
on ~fonday, 28th August, 1899, aL 7·3C a.m.-
said: 'When I placed upon the business-paper 
the motion which stands in my name, I did not 
intend to provoke a discussion upon it. :My 
desire was to move that the papers and corres
pondence relating to the matter should be laid 
on the table of the House in order that the facts 
concerning the matter should be conveyed to 
hon. members in that way. I did not desire to 
take up the time of the House upon a point of 
this kind. The hon. member for Bundaberg, 
however, who is vitally concerned in this matter, 
has called "not formal." 

Mr. GLASSEY: No, not I. 
Mr. DAWSON: I called "not formal." 
Mr. BELL: I beg pardon of the hon. member 

for Bundaberg; I was under the impression that 
the hon. member had done so. The leader of 
the Opposition has called "not formal" to the 
motion, and, consequently, this discussion is now 
necessary. It is my fate to do a good deal of 
train travelling, and to anybody who has to do a 
good deal of train tra veiling, the accommodation 
in the trains and the privileges which are 
enjoyed by passengers are matters of consider
able concern. On the morning of the 28th 
August last I was waiting for the '\V estern train 
at Roma street, and as the train came in I 
noticed that all the compartments were filled, 
except one compartment, the shutters of which 
were all up as if to exclude the vulgar 
gaze of the public. What was occurring within 
that compartment I was quite unaware. '\Vho 
even was in it, was at that moment a matter 
which did not at all interest me. 'l'hat compart
ment might have contained either a corpse or a 
criminal-as a matter of fact it contained, as I 
afterwarrls discovered at Ipswich, the hon. mem
ber for Bnndaberg. However, beyond noticing 
that the compartment was barred in the way it was, 
differing in that respect from all the other com
partments in the train, I was not at all interested 
in it. As I entered the train, having found a 
seat, not without some difficulty, I found myself 
sitting next to a gentleman who, in the last and 
preceding Parliament, was a dutiful follower in 
this Chamber of the hon. member for Bundaberg 
in the days when he led a parliamentary party. 
I remarked to that gentleman what a very 

crowded train it was, and I merely mention 
that now in order to show that my conception of a 
crowded train has not been coloured by any
thing that subsequently occurred. When I got 
to Ipswich I found on the platform a lady whose 
name it is not ilecessary to mention, beyond 
saying that within the previous forty-eight hours 
she had buried a sister in Ipswich, a lady who 
had died at Roma, and she had come from Roma 
with a gentleman who happened to be her 
brother-in-law and my cousin. The lady, as 
well as the man, were in great distrese, and the 
lady asked me if there was a reserved compart
ment for her. She had travelled down in a re
served compartment cin connection with the 
mortuary carriage, and she was under the 
impression that a reserved compartment would 
be at her disposal on her return' to Roma. In 
correspondence with the Commissioner for Rail
ways, he informed me later on that had he known 
the circumstances he would certainly have given 
her a reserved compartment. I walked along 
the pl::.tform and said to her, "There is a com
partment marked 'reserved' higher up in the 
train; quite possibly it is yours." '\Ve then 
walked along towards it. When I reached the 
door of that compartment I found the hon. mem
ber for Bundaberg in proud possession. I 
walked up to him and %id, "Is this your 
reserved compartment?" and he informed me 
that it was. I then turned round to the 
lady, relying on the courtesy of the hon. mem
ber for Bundaberg, and said, "I find this is 
Mr. Glassey's carriage ; would you like to ride 
in it to Toowoomba?" She said, "I would." 
I then, in perfect confidence, went up to the 
hon. member for Bundaberg, and asked him 
if he had any objection to allowing the lady 
to ride in his compartment as far as Toowoom ba, 
and the hon member for Bundaberg, in a manner 
not altogether eleg,.,nt, turned round and said 
that he had some work to do and so had secured 
a compartment to hiruelf. Of course, I did not 
say anything more. I felt indignant enough, 
and I wired my protest to the Railway Commis
sioner, and the lady accommodated herself as 
best she could in a crowded carriage-a lady whe, 
as I say, was in very great grief. Later on, at 
another station, I met the hon. member for 
Bundaherg and informed him that I had sent 
that protest to the Railway Commissioner. l<'or 
the rest of the journey I travelled up to Too
woomba in a crowded compartment like any 
sardine, whilst the hon. member for Bunda
berg lounged in a compartment that ordinarily 
carries eight or twelve, and I suspect that on 
that occasion it was scarcely big enough for 
one. Well, I started a correspondence with the 
Railway Commissioner on this subject, and I 
asked by what authority the hon. 111ember for 
Bundaberg, a private member of Parliament 
like myself, was allowed a reserved compart
ment. I wish to 3ay at this juncture that under 
ordinary circumstances the hon. member for 
Bundaberg could go right over the colony in 
reserved compartments as far as I am concerned. 
I should never have raised the point had he 
not, in a way that to me seemed the very em
bodiment of discourtesy, refused to allow a lady 
to enter his reserved compartment. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I will give you another side of 
the story directly, 

Mr. BELL: \Veil, I am giving my story. 
:Mr. GLASSEY: It is not a true one either. 
Mr. BELL : When I saw an exhibition of 

discourtesy such as that, I at once began to ask 
by what right the hon. member enjoyed this 
privilege? There are a good many privileges 
that men enjoy in this world that are not ques· 
tioned on account of the discrimination with 
which they use them, but when men begin 
to take to themselves an arrogance over the 
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privileges which they enjoy, then they need not 
be Rurprised if someone questions their right to 
those privileges. I started, as I have said, a 
correspondence with the Railway Department 
on this subject, and I discovered that the hon. 
gentleman was in that compartment, not as 
the result of any o1der from headquarters, but 
as the r0sult of certain representations which 
he made to the stationmaster at the Central 
Station, and made, I am quite prepared to 
admit, in good faith. I ascertained that the 
hon. gentlemn.n, when the train was prepared 
to start from the Central Station, informed 
the stationmaster that he was about to deliver 
an imporhnt speech in the country-in Too
woomba, I believe-on the subject of federa
tion ; that several of his friends were about to 
join him at Ipswich, and that he would be very 
glad if he could get a reserved compartment. 
The stationmaster, as I understand, represented 
to him that it was scarcely within his province 
to give a reserved compartment in that way 
without an order from the head of the depart
ment. I do not know what persuasion the hon. 
gentleman used, but at all events when the train 
started the hon. gentleman was installed in a 
reserved compartment all by himself. 

Mr. GLASSEY : Hear, hear! Perfectly true. 
Mr. BELL: And as far as I know, for the 

whole of the journey he rode in that compart
ment by himself. I am not speaking with any 
conviction on that point, but the hon. gentleman 
will no doubt give us the facts. I did not take 
the trouble to stroll up to his compartment 
again to look at him, but to the best of my 
belief he rode all the way in that compartment 
by himself to Toowoomba. The Railway Com
missioner informs me that he is alw11ys desirous 
of consulting the convenience of members of 
Parliament who are travelling, and I believe he 
doe> so. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
Mr. BELL: But I say the Railway Com

missioner will have to be very careful in future 
how he consults the convenience of members of 
Parliament. He will have to take care lest, in 
his desire to be obliging to members of Parlia
ment, he is nut really inconveniencing the 
general public, who have as much dght to use 
the railways, and with as much convenience, as 
any member of the Parliament in this Chamber. 

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BELL : As I have said, the hon. gentle

man represented to a railway official that he 
desired to obtain a reserved compartment, 
because he was about to deliver an important 
speech, and that he had some work to do. Now, 
it so happened that I was bound on a similar 
mission. (Laughter.) I was proceoding, not to 
Toowoomba, but to a place which is of vastly 
more importance to me-the town of Dalbv. I 
was also to deliver a speech-I cannot ch.arac
terise it as an important speech-and, strangely 
enough, on the same subject upon which the 
hon. gentleman was about to speak-the subject 
of federation; and f confess, so differently do 
men look at things, that it never occurred to me 
for one moment to represent to the station
master, either at the Central Station or at Roma 
street, that I should like to have a reserved 
compartment, and I am perfectly certain that if 
I had emphasised in the most marked manner 
the importance of my speech I shonld not 
at either of those stations been given a reserved 
compartment. Now, it is still more remark
able that on the very same day another member 
of Parliament was travelling to the same town, 
Toowoomba, to speak at the same meeting 
which the hon. member for J3undaberg was about 
to address, That was the hon. member for 
Bulloo. 'rhe hon. member for Bulloo proceeded 
to the same meeting to deliver an address npon 

federation, which I venture was in no degree of 
less importance than the ntterance of the hon. 
member for Bundaberg. I venture to say that 
the meeting which listened to him and the 
people who re:td his address did not consider 
that his utterances paled into insignificance 
before the remarks of the hon. member for 
Bundaberg, and yet the hon. member for Bulloo 
deigned to travel in the ordinary train, 
in the ordinary way, and enjoyed the u•ual 
conveniences offered to the general pnblic. 
Now 1 shall be very glad to hear the hon. gen
tleman's account of this affair. He tells me 
by interjection that there is another side to the 
story, but I say that no account he can give 
of the matter, no matter how great the necessity 
may have been which re:juired him to ask for a 
reserved compartment, nothing can excuse him 
refusing to admit a lady into his compartment 
on that occasion. I say his action in doing that 
was the cause that has urged rne really into taking 
the action I am doing this afternoon. For any 
ordinary man to refuse a lady admission in that 
way is bad enough. For a member of Parlia
ment to refuse a lady admission into his carriage 
is certainly a marked thing, but for a man who 
is not merely a member of Parliament, but an 
Irishman to boot, is doubly bad. (Laughter.) 

Mr. GLASSEY: It is a most serious crime. 
Mr. BELL: On that occasion it was a most 

serious crime. If the only comment the hon. 
m'lmber can make on the matter is to make an 
interjection of that kind, it is pretty clear to 
me that the hon. gentleman's ideas of good taste 
and mine are radically different. There have 
been a great many complaints, both in the Press 
and amongst those who tratel on railway trains, 
that the privilege of riding in reserved compart
ments is distribnted with a great deal too free a 
hand. 

Mr. LESINA: Have you only just discovered 
that? 

Mr. BELL: I do not think I need go into the 
history of the development of that idea in my 
mind to the hon. member for Clermont. 

Mr. LESINA: It has been the case for a long 
time. 

Mr. BELL : But I may tell the hon. member 
for Clermont I have not t.een a sinner in that 
respect. Certainly, if I find myself travelling in 
a reserved compartment, and I observe the train 
full, I feel myself most uncomfortable if I find 
myself travelling alone in that compartment, and 
make a point of getting as many men as I know 
-men or women-into that compartment as soon 
as possible. 

HoNOURABLE MEnWERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BELL : 'l'herefore, I say that the spectacle 

which presented itself on the 28th of Angust 
last of the hon. member, who poses as the great 
apostle of equality, riding in a railway compart
ment with an atmosphere of exclusiveness around 
him, while a number of passengers, every one of 
them as good, too, as the hon. member-as good 
citizens-were sweltering and packed together 
in a railway train, was a spectacle not very 
edifying, or reflecting any credit on the late 
leader of the Labour party. I say there should 
be no distinction amongst members of Parlia
ment with regard to railway travelling, save 
those which are officially secured. It is a 
proper pertinence of Cabinet or Ministerial 
rank that they should be permitted to travel 
in special trains or reserved compartments, and 
I should be the last one to cavil at any such 
lJroceeding; but if it is to be a rnle that 
members of Parliament are to be allowed to 
travel in reserved compartments, it must be a 
rnle that applies all round, and not merely to 
the few favoured ones. I do not know whether 
the hon. member for Bnndaberg was anticipating 
the fnture. I do not know whether he was 
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building castles in the air by looking forward to 
that period when he hopes he may himself
and vrobably will-enjoy Cabinet rank. All I 
can tell him is that fate does not give a pro
missory-note with her favourR. She does not 
allow her favourites to partake of her enjoy
ments by anticipation. They will haYe to wait 
until they are actually due. I desire to suggest 
to the hon. member that the next time he goes 
upon a railway journey, whether the train is 
crowded or not crowded, he may travel in a 
sufficiently humble frame of mind to permit him 
to partake of the ordinary conveniences offered 
to the general public and the general ruck of 
members of Parliament. 

.MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. GLASSEY (Bundaberg): I am not sure 
whet.her I will be able to survive the fear·ful 
shock I have received to my nervous system this 
afternoon ; hut it seems to me a rftther peculiar 
proposition. "When the hon. member for Da,lby 
was addressing the Hou"e on this important 
national question I took the liberty of interject
ing that there was another side to this stot·y. I 
may say it is rather a lengthy story, and, I am 
bound to add, not a very correct story, which, of 
couroe, I think I will be able to show. It is 
perfectly true, as the hon. member for Dalby 
said, that,· on the day in question, I committed 
the unpardonable sin, for the first time in my 
lif~, of having a single compartment in a rail way 
carriage. What are the circumstances? The cir
cumstances are these : During the month of 
August, I must say, I took some little share, a 
consirlerable share, perhaps, in the fed~ral cam
paign, and exerted myself, at any rate, to a con
siderable extent as far as my abilities and the 
means at my disposal permitted, to urge on the 
electors of some parts of the colony that I was 
able to rmch thP necessity of supporting federa
tion. During the week prior to the 28th of 
August, I had to attend a meeting every day, 
sometimes two. On the 26th, which was the 
Saturday preceding Monday, the 28th, I had to 
attend a meeting in Brisbane, and the same 
evening I addressed a very large, and, if the 
hon. member will pardon me for saying so, a 
very important meeting at Beaurlesert. I was 
also to attend a meeting at Toowo0mba on 
the Monday night, and I did not know that 
the hon. member for Bulloo was also going 
to address it. Prorably if I had known that 
the hon. member for Bulloo-·who I admit at 
once is a man of comiderable ability, and 
certainly able to deliver a very excellent 
address on almost any question- was to Le 
there, I might have gone to ~ome other place 
and left it to the hon. member for Bulloo, 
believing, as I do, that he was capable of taking 
a meeting of that kind by himself. I pay that 
compliment to the hon. member, and I share to 
the full the sentiments expressed by the hon. 
m<>mher for Dalby, that certainly the hon. 
member for Bulloo is well capable of delivering 
a spe2ch on almost any subject ofipublic interest, 
and delivered a very interesting address on the 
evening in question. That is by the way. 
"What are the circumstances? Having addressed 
that meeting on Saturday, I was obliged to 
travel on Sunday from Beenleigh by conveyance 
in order to get the train for Toowoomba the 
next morning, fully expecting to be able, 
during the course of Sunday, to send a telephone 
message to the Commissioner or the Deputy 
Commissioner asking if he would be good enough 
to reserve for my accommodation a private com
partment to enable me to get my papers together 
and vut some matters that I intended to vresent 
to the pe•lple of Toowoomba on the night in 
question ship-shape. A number of friends 
having called at my pl:tce on Sunday, my time 

was fully occupied, and it was not possible for 
me to reach the Railway Department on the 
Sunday. On the following morning, when I 
arrived at the Central Station, where the whole 
circumstances in connection with this matter took 
place, not at Roma street or at Ipswich, as has 
been alleged by the hon. member for Dalby. 
When I arrived at the Central Station 

I mentioned to Mr. Oochrane that 
[4 p.m.] I lmd been very hard worked the 

previous week, and that I felt very 
tired, and had not been able to put matters 
together which I wished to present to the people of 
'l'oowoomba on that night, and said that if he 
would be good enough to find a private compart
ment I would feel obliged. I told him that it 
was my intention to ask the Commissioner or 
the Deputy Commiosioner-relating the circum
stances I had done, and showing that it was not 
possible-and I asked him if he would be good 
enough to communicate the matter to the Com
missioner as soon as he had an opportunity. 
Mr. Coehrane at once said, "Is there a place 
vacant?" I said "Y8s." I was not aware that 
the train was crowded, neither do I admit it, 
and I had just as good an opportunity of 
examining it as the hon. member for Dalby, so 
it seems to me that this is put forward by the 
hem. member as a mere pretext to bolster up the 
hon. member's case. 

Mr. BF;LL: Oh ! 
Mr. GLASS.B~Y: The stationmaster saw there 

was a vacancy and asked me if I was ready. I 
said "Yes," and then a rail way porter put up a 
reserved ticket and raised the shutter, or what
ever it is called, and I took my seat. A short 
time after this, before the train started, th<> door 
was opened and the hon. member for Dalby 
said to me, "Is this your compart.ment, Mr. 
Glassey ?" I said "Yes," and he went away. 
By-anri.by he came back. 

Mr. BELL : \Vhere was this? 
Mr. GLASSEY: At the Central Station. 
Mr. BELL : I got in at Roma street. 
Mr. GLASSEY: I be'i the hon. member's 

pardon. The st:1tionmaster will be able to vouch 
for it. 

Mr. BELL : I was not at the Central Station at 
all. 

Mr. GLASSEY: The hon. member came to 
me at the Central Station and asked me if that 
was my compartment, and I said "Yes." He 
then asked me if I had made arra.ngements-.-

l\Ir. B~;LL: The hon. member i< entirely mis
taken. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I said "Yes," and the hon. 
member went away. He afterwards came back 
ngain, and said to me, "\Veil, Mr. Glassey, Mr. 
Bell and ;:>,trs. or Mi8s De Lacy l\Ioffat,t de,,ire to 
travel in this trotin; have you any objection to 
them coming into this compartment?" 

11r. BELL : That occurred at Ipswich. 
Mr. GLASSEY: Nothing of the sort. ThiJ 

occurred at the Central Station before the train 
started. I said, "'l'o tell you the truth, l\lr. 
Bell, I should prefer not, because I have a parcel 
of popers here. I am going to address a meeting 
to-night at 'I'oowoomba, and I wish to do some 
work before reaching there"-lmowing that when 
one does reach one of lhose places which he may 
not be in the habit of visiting, he is perhaps snr
roundecl by personal friends, and the opportu
nities are few of putting together what one 
desires to say at a public meeting. The'e are 
the circumstances, and when the door was 
opened I went on to the platform myself. No 
word was mentioned to me by any toerson 
nntil I reached Helidun, and there the hon. 
member seemed very indignant, and said, "I 
have just wired a protest to the Commissioner for 
finding you a private carriage "-not a small 
compartment on the train but a priv;tte <;arriage. 
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I said, "Alright, Mr. Bell, I am glad (o hear 
it." Nothing more happened, and 1 thought the 
whole thing was over. The first time I heard of 
it again was on one occasion when I was at the 
office of the Railway Commissioner, when I 
di"cwered that the hon. member had gone to 
such a lengLh that he had written letters and 
wired to the Commissioner and tbe Mini:Jter 
showing his indignation as already mentioned; 
and then, Mr. Speaker, for the first time, with a 
view of attempting to strengthen the hon. 
member's case, he alleged that Mrs. De Lacy 
l\Ioffatt had sutiered some family trouble or be
reavement. Nn troubleorfamily bereavement was 
ever mentioned to me at the time ; if so I am the 
first man who would have surrendered at once 
the compartment and found accommoda•ion else
where. No, grief-·nothit,g was shown to me. 

Mr. BEr.L: Perhaps you are right in that. 
Mr. GLASSEY: In fact, to tell you the 

truth, I thought it was a brother of iYir. Bell 
and a lady for whom they were very anxious to 
have a little more accommodation for themselves, 
with more comfort than is usually given to 
ordinary travellers; and, believing there was a 
little bit of snobbery in this matter, I declined
particularly when the hon. member mentioned 
the name, "Bell." I declined, of course, to 
give up my little comfort and the privacy. 
I desired to put some matters together for the 
address I wished to deliver, anri hence the 
refusal. These are the circumstances. There· 
fore, I say, as I interjected, there are two 
sides to this story. Now, let me tell the hon. 
member for Dalby, that this man who stands 
here has never desired any special privileges 
at the hand,; of the State at all, nm! has he 
obtained many privileges at the hands of the 
State. I am not so clear whether the hon. 
member for Dalby can say the sarr,e thing. I 
am by no means very sure that the hon. member 
can shake himself char from responsibilities of a 
variety of kinds in the same manner as the 
person now addressing this Chamber, and there
fore his sneer;; and gibes about the little special 
privileged and the apostle of equality and so 
forth go for very little as far as I am concerned. 
At any rate there is one thing I can say, and 
that is, that I ha Ye never, at any rate, drawn on 
the State to the same extent as this hon. member 
and his relations, who have to a large extent for 
a series of years incurred liabilities which never 
will be wiped off in their day or generation. 
I have t>tken the trouble of communicating 
with the Railway Department as to what is the 
extra cost-if it Le a question of cost of the 
privilege, or the jealousy of some person receiving 
a little privilege-! have taken the trouble of 
communicating with the Railway Commissioner 
as to what one of these small comp»rtments 
would really cost, and I may mention that the 
so m b an exceedingly gmall one, something like 
£3 15~. or £3 10s. I have here a few matters of: 
detail, which I think may be very useful to the 
House and to the country. The 'Railw»y Com
mi•sioner shows that a private compartment of 
the kind occupied by me costs for four persons 
the large sum of £3 10s. Sd. I, of course, in the 
capacity of member of Parliament was entitled 
to one, leaving a balance to be p>tid-if necessary 
it can be paid---but at any rate I have far more 
than this standing to n>y credit in the Treasury
the handsome sum cf £2 13s. 'rh»t is not a 
great sum. I happen to have standing to my 
credit in the 'rrea,ury the sum of £60 odd since 
the year 1891, and interest amounting at 
present to £80 odd, and therefore I say that 
if I got some special privilege valued at £2 13s. 
the Treasury is indebted to me to a considerable 
extent over and above that amount. I was 
appointed a member of a Royal Commis<ion, for 
which I was entitled to £62 2s., and I never 

drew any of that money. I wonder if the hon. 
member ever left anything in the Treasury in 
connection with various matters to pay for any 
little special privileges he wishes to enjoy in 
years to come. Let me mention that I have 
taken the trouble to go down to the Supreme 
Court and getting some papers there of a very 
valuable character relating to some accounts in 
connection with the Queensland National Bank. 
I believe there is a family called Bell very heavily 
indebted to the bank. 

Mr. BELL : ·what has that to do with this 
question? 

Mr. GLASSEY: And vNy heavily indebted 
to a number of persons. 

The SPEAKEll : The hon. member is not 
in order in bringing a subject of that kind before 
the House, and I trust the hon. m em her will not 
pursue it further. 

Mr. GLASSEY: At any rate I think the 
matter brought forward by the hon. member for 
Dalby is a very frivolous one. The hon. member 
seems to be under the impression that I wished 
to block this motion, but I can assure the hon. 
member that I have no such des1re. As a matter 
of fact, I hope these papers will be placed on 
the table of this House, and that they will be 
published in the public journals of this colony. 
I have some facts here with regard to the Bell 
family which I do not intend to use now, but I 
can assure the House th»t I will take the earliest 
opportunity of using them, to show that the 
indebtedness of this family in connection with 
that institution would purcha~e many railway 
trains and a vast number of priv»te compart
ments at the cost I have mentioned. However, 
these are only details, but I will take the first 
opportunity of placing these details before the 
country from my place in this House. The hon. 
member for Dalby has given his version of the 
story, and I have given mine. During the 
twelve yearo ·that I h:we been a member of 
Parliament, the privileges I have exercised 
have been extremely few. I don't think I have 
asked for a. single privilege but this one under 
discussion, and I would never ask for any such 
privilege except under the circumstances which 
I have related. I believe that there is no excuse 
for the hon. member bringing forward such a 
trivial motion as the one we are now discussing. 

1fEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
HoN. G. THORN (Fassije1·n): I would like 

to say a few words on this matter before the 
motion is put. I would like to correct the hon. 
member for Bundaberg as to what be said with 
regard to the lady in question. The hon. 
member said she got in at the Brisbane Central 
Station. 

Mr. GLASSEY: No, I said that representations 
were made to mfl with regard to a gentleman 
named Mr. Bell, at the Central Station. I never 
saw eithel" the ladv or gentleman m question. 

HoN. G. THORN: I may say that the lady 
referred to was not in Brisbane at that time. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I don't know where she was, I 
never saw her. 

HoN. G. THORN: The hon. member said the 
lady was at the Central Station. 

Mr. GLASSEY: No. 
M•·· McDo:<ALD: ·well, he contradicts that 

now. 
HoN. G. '!'HORN : He did say that, as 

Hansard will show. Now, Sir, I am not in the 
habit of obtaining privileges irom the Govern
ment, and always understood that the hon. 
member for Bundaberg travelled in second-claes 
carriages, and not in first-class or reserved com
partments. He snrely must have committed a 
mistake on this occasion in getting into a 
reserved compartment. (Laughter.) I have no 
doubt he will make up the difference in the 
expense. But these points have really nothing 
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to do with the matter. I have served on similar 
commissions to the hon. member for Bundaberg, 
and was entitled to fees, which I did not get. The 
hon. member for Dalby said the hon. memberfor 
Bundaberg is an Irishman, but he is not a true 
Irishman; he ie a North of Ireland Scotchman. 
{L:wghter.) They are the most ungallant class 
of people in the world, and perhaps that accounts 
for the hon. member's conduct. I think any true 
Irishman would vacate any carriage for a lady, 
but the hon. member did not do so. I may say 
that in all my thirty years' experience as a 
member of Parliament, neither as a :Minister nor 
as a private member, h:we I ever had a special 
compartment. I have corrected the hon. member 
for Bundaberg with regard to the locality referred 
to where this hon. member is said to have shown 
a great want of gallantry to a lady, and I hope 
the matter will be now dropped. I can see no 
harm in these papers being produced, but I 
regard the matter as a mare's nest. 

'fhe SECRETARY J!'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
{Hon. D. H. Dalrymple, 1liackay): I would 
also like to say a few words on this matter. I 
do not see any reason why the papers should not 
be produced. 

Mr. GLASSilY: I don't object to the papers 
being produced ; nnt at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
If the hon. member requires such a large amount 
of room to provide himself with the necessary 
materials for making a speech, he ought to be 
the best judge in the matter, but I think that 
he is capable of making a speech at short notice 
on any subject at any time. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I only wanted to look through 
and arrange my papers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. member for Dalby made a certain 
request to the hon. member for Bundaberg on the 
occasion referred to, but I do not think that 
affects the question very much. But what struck 
me as very remarkable is that, however justifi
able the action of the hon. member for Bundn
berg might be, it seems to me very inconsistent 
with the views frequently put forward by the 
hon. member in relation to the necessary and 
essential equality of all men. That seems to be 
the trouble, and not so much that the hon. 
member accepted this private carriage. 

Mr. HARDAORE : Does the hon. member re
member having a special carriage from Bunda
berg to Glad stone? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
But the hon. member occupied a carriage with 
no one else in it, and he did not feel disposed, 
when he found the public were incommoded, to 
put himself out of his way. 

Mr. GLASSEY: There is no truth in that 
statement whatever. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He must have forgotten that other members of 
the public have their rights as well as himself. 
I would like to remind hon. members of two 
anecdotes, to show how difficult it is for hon. 
members to carry out any, in their own persons, 
theories which they are exceedingly apt to 
recommend to other persons. 

:IYir. LESINA : That's why we ask you to volun
teer to South Africa. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The story occurs in "Midshipman Easy," and 
will go a long way to show the real feelings of 
the members of the Opposition, who are so 
fond of prating about the equality of men. 
The story goes that the old man, that is the 
captain, was a great stickler for equality, and 
that his negro servant had somewhat similar 
:>pinions to his master on the subject. "When 
the negro servant wa& promoted to be his major
domo he wa~ asked about his old viewR, and his 
reply was, ":Pai!m equality !lOW thl1,t + aq) 

major-domo." The position, it seems to me, is 
entirely one of relativity. There is another 
anecdote which will do to illustrate the view I 
take, and which appears to be taken by socialis
tic gentlemen also. It occurred in Germany. 
The editor of a German socialistic paper put the 
following notice in his paper :-

We regret to state that we can print no more 
articles in this paper from our talented contributor 
who has done so much to promote the cause of equality 
in thAse columns; he having now a fixed inc01ne of 30s. 
a week, and finding his new position incompatible with 
his old theories, must therefore sever his connection 
with this journal. 
There is another also which occurs to me, and it 
is told by no les' a person than Dr. J ohnson. 

Mr. STEW ART: ·who wits he? 
The SBCRI~TARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 

The hon. member for North Rockhampton asks 
who was he? That ignorance is assumed. He 
knows full well that Dr. Johnson looked with 
the greatest scorn aud hatred and contempt upon 
the members of that race of which the hou. 
member is so distinguished an ornament. Dr. 
J ohnson said to Boswell on one occasion-

1\irs. 31acanlay is a furious republican. One day I 
said to her, "Madame, I am con-,) erted to your way of 
thinking, and I am convinced that all mankind are 
equal. And now there is yonr footman, let him thus 
come to table with us., ~ince then she has never 
spoken to me. I thus showed to her the absurdity of 
her levelling doctrine. and that if people will have some 
one below then1 they must put up_,vith having others 
above them. 
I really think this is a most interesting debate. 
It is an exceedingly striking comment upon hon. 
members opposite, and upon their doctrines, 
and upon the way in which the hon. member for 
Bnndaberg practically carries out the doctrine of 
equality. It seems to me that whenever the 
doctrine of equality comes into conflict with any 
little superiority which they are prepared to 
assume, the doctrine of equality goes to the 
wall. It is put on one side, and one of tho,e 
matters which they say ought to be recognised . 
by others they are not willing to put into 
practice themselves. 

Mr. GLASSEY: There is no mistake; that is a 
deliverance. 

'l'he PREMIER {Hon. J. R Dickson, Bu
limba): I think it is a pity that this debate has 
occurred, for no good purpo:-;e can be served by 
it. I boldly avow my opinion that any member 
of Parliament travelling by railway should have 
the convenience of a reserved compartment if 
he requires it. ]){embers of Parliament, when 
traveiling by railway, are very frequently sur
rounded by people who want to get into conver
sation with them ; and although such con versa
tion may be very interesting, it interferes very 
much with the opportunity for reflection or 
study th:1t they may desire to enjoy while pro
ceeding to another place where they have to 

.deliver an important speech. Under those cir
cumstances it is only my duty to express my 
opinion that the bon. member for Bundaherg 
was perfectly entitled to the opportunity of 
having a reserved compartment to himself. The 
same opportunity is given to every member of 
Parliament travelling on our ritil ways, if he is 
going on any public business, or has reason 
to travel with the view of making speeches, 
or anything of that sort. I regret that the 
hon. member for Dalhy has introduced this 
motion at the present time, because I think the 
circumstances do not ju~tify the time of Parlia
ment being taken up with such a trivial mfttter. 
It is a pity that the opportunity for private 
business, about which hon. members opposite are 
always complaining of scant treatment, should 
be employed by a comparatively trifling debate, 
when perhaps matters of much greater moment 
might be brought unde:r discussion. I do not 
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t)link t.he plpers asked for will throw very much 
hght on the matter, or that they will be of much 
interest to the general public. 'The wiser course 
for thP: ~on. mell!ber for Dalby, now that he has 
made Jus complamt, and has been replied to by 
the hon. met~~er for Bnnd~berg, I suggost, 
would be to wttndraw the motwn. 

Mr. DA \VSON ( Clwrtcrs 'l'owers): I hope the 
hon: member for Dalby will not accept the 
adnce tendere1 by the Premier and withdraw 
his motion, because the hon. me1;1ber for Bunda
berg wants those papers produced and we intend 
to support the motion that the/ shall be pro
duced. \V bile on my feet, I may say that when 
I first heard the complaint of the hon. memb,•r 
for Dalby I thought the hon. member for 
Bunclaherg h"'d been guilty of an act of dis
courtesy. I unde"'tood that was the chief com
plaint. of the !.tOn. member for D.tlby-that he 
occupied a pnvate compartment in a crowded 
train, and refused to make room fnr a distresse<l 
female. I think the hon, memberfor Bnndaberg 
has clearly demonstrated that he did not do 
anything of the sort. He states distinctly-and 
the hon. member for Dalby admitted it in an 
interjection;-that when the application wcLS 
made to him for admi,;sion into his private 
comp,trtment, no mention was made that it was 
for a lady who was in distress. Therefore, 
as far as the hon. member for Bundaberg is 
concerned, he was not aware that the room was 
wanted in his private compartment for a dis
tressed female. How, then, cJuld he have been 
guilty of any act of discourtesy? He also tells 
us that he was told the applical ion was from 
some merr;ber of the B~ll family, and not having 
any part1cular affectiOn for that family he 
declined. That was a perfectly reasonable 
expl:mation, and it certainly removes any charge 
of dtsconrtesy from the shonldera of the hnn. 
m•mbrr for Bundaberg. I certainly think it is 
the duty of a man even to inconvenience himself 
to assist a distrP>sed female. 

Mr. BELL: Must she be distressed? 
~Ir. D4-W:SON: It all depen<is. I do not 

thmk an eight-stone man should allow a fourteen
stone woman to sit upon him in a 'bus. There are 
deg-rees. 

Mr. BELL: Is that your idea of obliging a 
lady? 

n;rr. DA WSON: I do not know. I say there 
are degrees in this matter. I do not 

[ 4 ·so p. m.] think it would be a wise thing for 
an eight-stone man, at any rate, to 

oblige a lady in that particular way. I quite share 
in the opinions expre,sed by the Secretary for 
Lands and by the Premier that the introduction 
of this motion is not creditable to the hon. 
member who has introduced it. 

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): I think this motion 
very ill-advised on the part of the hon. member 
for Dalby. It appears to be largely the outcome 
of pique, and is altogether discreditable to the 
hon. member. So far, the discussion has been 
merely a washing of dirty linen and an indul
gence in personalities-creditable neither to the 
members engaged in them nor to the House. It 
is '' waste of public time, and, as I interjected 
when the hon. member was spPaking, it seems 
rather extraordinary that a m em her on the other 
side should suddenly di•cover that these privi
leges are being abused. They have never been 
abused by members on this side at all. Some 
time ago the hon. member for Maryborougb, Mr 
Annear, tried to throw mud at member•' on thi~ 
side for coming down, in their position as 
delegates, to a Trades and Labour Conference 
held in Brisbane, on free passes. OJ;I that 
occasion it was distinctly proved that certain 
hon. members were not only in the habit of 
using free passes themselves, but were also in 
the habit of getting them for their wives. 

1899-2 L* 

Mr. J. HAMILT08 (Cook) : That is not correct. 
Mr. LE~INA: It appears that the abuse of 

these privileges is confined to hon. members on 
the other side. In answer to a question that I 
put to one of the Ministers recently I discovered 
that fourteen special trains were run for the use 
of Ministers when ad vacating federation-ten 
for the Premier, two for the Attorney-General, 
one for the Home Secretary, and one for the 
Secretary for Railways-totalling fourteen special 
traim, which cost £5GB. 

Mr. J. HA>lf!LTON : \Vhat nonsense ! 
1\Ir. LESIN A: Will they pay that out of 

their own pockets? And yet they cJ.vil abuut 
the hon. member for Bundaberg using a special 
compartment at a c~st of something like £2 10s. 
The whole thing is the outcome of pique. Hon. 
members, to my knowledge, during the recent 
federal campaign, travelled many weary miles 
huddled tog-ether in second-class carriagus, which 
were not fit for the con l'eyance of an ordinary 
criminal. We were obliged to tmvel hundreds 
of miles nnder Lho"e circumstances, became the 
rest of the train was packe:J. This outburst of 
in~ignation a.bout tJ:e privileges of the country 
bemg abused IS amusmg, seemg that there is not 
a dead-head strikes Brisbane who is not given 
a special train or a special carriage, who is not 
feted, and feaster!, and fed, and travelled 
free at the public expense all over this country. 
Do hon .. members on the other side protest 
about th1s? You never hear a word about it. 
But because the hon. member for Bundaberg 
used a special compartment in this particular 
case when doing work in which hon. m Ambers on 
the other side wBre co-operating with him-and 
who were not content with special compartments 
but who had special trains running at a cost of 
at least £40 each for the purpose of ad vacating 
their particular political views-he is found 
fault with. There is a good deal of hypocrisy 
about this motion, and, altogether, it is not 
credtt.•hle to the hon. member who has intro
duced it or to the House, and I trust nothing of 
the kind will ever be brought before the House 
again. \Ve have a perfect right to avail our
selves of any privileges we posses~ a$ well as 
hon. members on the other 'ide, and we can say 
that we have never abused those privilegE-s. 
Let any hon. m em her c"ll for a return 
showing the number of special trains and 
compartments supplied for the use of Labour 
memhers, and it will be seen that we h'l.ve nevPr 
taken advantage of our privileges. It will be 
found that we have not even used our passes on 
ordin,.ry occasions. On the other hand, it 
has been proved that the country has been 
put to an enormous expense by individua 
members on the other side. It is ju't as well 
that this motion of the hon. member for Dalby 
should be seen by the public in its true light. 
It is the outcome of mere pique, and I certainly 
protest-as one member sitting on this side
against this kind of mud being slung at members 
sittinP' over here. 

Mr. BELL (Dalby), in reply, said : I think the 
hon. memher for Olermont must be entirely 
devoid of humour, or he would see the comic
ality of himself, of all persons in this House 
ger.ting up and lecturing any hon. member fu~ 
mudslinging. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. BELL: This is the second session only 
that the hon. member has been in this House 
hut I am bounrl to say that in the matter of mud: 
slinging and bringing into Parliament the mttnners 
and methods of the purlieus of a city, we have 
nobody in this Chamber to heat the hon. member. 

:ME'!BERS on the Gov~rnment oide : Hear 
har! ' 
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Mr. BELL: The hon. member for Bundaberg 
attempted to jn•tify his action on the p:uticnlar 
occasion which is the snbjAct-matter of this 
motion by recounting his virtues on other 
occa<ions. The hon. member endeavoured to 
extenuate his perfnrmanc:; on the 23th of Augmt 
by telling us that there was a sum of £GO. or £80 
lying in the Treasury which he might claim if he 
chose. If that is the case, I :1m oound to say 
wo must give the hon. member some credit, but 
while I do nDt doubt any statement the hon. 
member makes, I for one would like a little more 
definite information upon the point. I belie,·e 
it was in connection \Vi th a lloyal Oon1n1isHion? 

Mr. GLASSEY: Yes. 
Mr. BELL : I would like to see whether the 

hon. member, of all the me m hers of that Royal 
Commission, stands alone upon a pinnacle of 
virtue, or whether hi 1 eo members acting on the 
commis;ion did not to Home exteHt share in the 
glory. 

11r. TURLEY : You were not on that com
mission. 

Mr. BELL: I do not suggest that I was. The 
hon. member for South Brisbane seems to have 
an extraorclinary f.!Culty for making irrelevant 
interjections. The hon. member for Bundaberg 
n1ade, consciously or unconsciously, a mit~
statemmt of fact when he said that I entered 
that railway carriage at the Central Station. 

Mr. G LAssgy : I said it was open there. 
Mr. B};LL : I can only say that the hon. 

member is under a misapprehension. Unless it 
was to go North, I have never entered a train at 
the Central Station for many months. I in
variably go to Roma street, and I drove to 
Roma street on that particular morning, and 
entered the train at that station. I so.w a closed 
compartment with the shutters up. I had not 
the remotrst idea who was in it, and I should 
not hccve bothered my head who was in it had it 
not lJsen for the fact that at Ir,swich a lady 
came up to me and askEd me if there was a re
served compartment for her in thP train. I s.cid, 
"Prnbably that is the compartment 'vhich is re
serYed fur you." I then walked up "'ith her to 
the compartment. 

Mr. GLASSEY: 'l'here is not a word of truth in 
the statement. 

Mr. BELL: I can only as•ure this Home 
that what I am saying is absolutely true-that I 
joined the train at Roma street., and that Lcdy 
appeared on the platform at l pswich. "With 
the lady beside me, I made for the hon. 
member's com],artment. I had so much confi
dence in the hon. member'" courte;y that when I 
discovered it was his compartment I did not go 
up and ask his permission to allow the lady to go 
in, but I turned round to her and said, "This is 
Mr. Glassey's compartment, would you like to 
go iu it up to Toowoomba ?" She said, "I 
would." The train wa; crowded. I then 
walked up to the hon. membcr-I think I 
meutioned the lady's name--

Mr. GLASSEY: And Mr. BEll's. 
Mr. BELL: And I asked the hon. member if 

he had any objection to allowing this lady to 
travel in his compartment up to Toowoomba. 
'.rhe hon. member turned ronnel to me and s~id, 
"I have got some work to do, and I have taken 
this compartment." He S"<id this to me in 
a way that would have caused any hon. mem
ber who shared my feelings to put an end to 
the discrBsion, and let it be perfectly clear 
that he did not de·sire his dignity to be infringed. 
·whether this i~ a trivial matter or not when I 
travel as one of the public and as a m~mber of 
Parliament in a public conveyance of this colony 
I am not gomg to be shouldered aside by any 
man who is not my superior, and who is not 
entitled to one whit more of privileges than 
myself, I come to this Chamber where we 

redress grievances of the colony, be they big 
or little, and bring forward lllY complaint. 
vVhether it is a small matter or a big matter I 
do not ~1re, but whether this particnl<>r question 
is of trivial importance or not, the whole course 
of conduct that I c:>mplain of is nnt of trifling 
importance. If you read the public Pre.,s you 
will see letcers from men protesting against 
the sy,tem of giving reserved apartments. I 
know the Railway Department intended to do 
a courteous act in this particular matter, and 
I am sorry to think that in criticising the hem. 
member I have to criticise and condemn the 
Railway DepartmPnt, for they intended to 
sho.v courtesy to a member of Parliament. I 
have done good in bringing forward this motion 
if I have called public attention to the prac
tice of granting the right to persons to ride in 
resorved apartmente. "\Vhether the papers are 
produc cl or not, and I hope they will be pro
duced, I think the Railway Department will 
be a great deal more cautious in fn ture than 
they have been in the past with regard to 
inc,:mveniencing the public by giving private 
apartinents in railway carriages, and I venture 
te say that the hon. member for Bundaberg will 
not get a private ap:utment again. 

Mr. GLASSEY : The hon. member for Bunda
berg will t:tke all sorts of care that he does. 

Mr. BELL : If he doc•s I think he will have 
lea,rnt a lesson in good manners this afternoon, 
and if he is asked to allow a lady to ride in his 
rl'3erved apartment he will probably not be as 
churlish as he '':os on the 28th of August. The 
hon. member endeavoured to discuss this matter 
of private apartments in railway carriages by 
making some allusion tn my travelling and my 
financial matters, l\nd the hon. member and his 
party, if I may use the expressi_on, did their 
damned est at the last general eledwn---

The SPEAKER : Order! 
Mr. BELL: I bow to your correction, Sir. 

The hon. member and his party did their worst 
against me at the last general election by vlaying 
that card for all it was worth, but it failed, as 
all the other cards failed against me in that con
nection. I may have done many things that I 
regret., but I Lave done nothing that I am 
ashamed of. 

Mr. Gr~ASSEY : You should be ashamed. 
j\.fr. BELL: 'fhe hon. member can bring up 

any matter regarding my family or my ].mblic 
conduct, and proclaim it to the public of Queens
land, and I shall not be ashamed of anything he 
can produce, however much I may regret it. It 
is said that if you scratch a I-tussian you will find 
a Tartar. I say that if you scratch a member of 
Parliament who clothes himself with the impor
tance of the hon. member you will find something 
beneath which doe;, not corre,pond to his outer 
coating. If I have demonstrated that this after
noon, and have done nothing else, I have at all 
events done a public good. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I will teach you good manners 
before I ha\ e done witb you. 

The SPEAKEH: Order! The hon. member 
must respect and obey the rule that when the 
Speaker rises the House should be silent. I shall 
now put the question. 

Question-That the papers referred to be laid 
on the table of the House-put and paEsed. 

BALOXNE J£LECTION. 
VoTE OF HENRY JOHN CARTER. 

Mr. DA WSON (Chal'ters1'ou·ers), in moving
l. That there be hLid on the table of the House copies 

of all correspondence between .Mr. Arthur Towns, the 
secretaxy of the Cunmtmulla Voters' Association, and 
the Home Secretary's Department, together with all 
papers and other documents, inciuding the electoral 
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claim form of Henr,\' John Carter, who n.ppe.u·s on the 
Balonne electoral roll, Ounnamul!a Divison, as a qualifi·::i 
voter, 1\o. 104~. 

2. Also co:py of declaration made by the said Henry 
John Carter before the retn1·nin.g officer, Mr. )forg m, 
at Honna Vonna, on the :35th of Apt•illast-
said: I have made a mistake in a name, and I 
ask the leave of the House to amend the 2nd 
subsection of the resolnoion by substituting the 
name of Mr. Baker for that of Mr. Morgan. I 
aek that these papers be laid on the table of the 
Hou 'e ben use I consider the matter is one of 
very great importance, and of very great interest 
to a hrge number of people in the colony, 
particularly in the elecoon.te of Balonne. I 
must e~press my surprise, in soarting, that when I 
first put this motion on the busines·,·paper it was 
callt<l "Not formal." I am at a loss even now 
to understand what possible objecGion any mem· 
ber of this Chamber can have to the production 
of these papers. 

The PH!lmllR: Rce~sons should be given by 
the mover for the producoion of any correspond
ence. Thttt is the sole objection. I culled" Not 
formal." 

Mr. D.\ \VSON: I know the hon. gentleman 
called "Not formal," and he did so at a time 
which prevented me from o<etting the firso place 
on the businPss-paper. If the hon. gentleman 
had affortle I me the opportunity of expl·•ining 
the reasonil why I wanted the correspondence 
produced, I shonld hltve given him my reasons. 

The PmmiilR: You wou!CI not have had the 
opportunioy if the motion had been allowed to 
go as forrn:1!. H is merely to g.et your reasons 
for the pronnction of tt.e P"Pers that the motion 
ha; been called " Not form,tl." 

The HmrE SECRETARY: You conlrl not have 
amended it if it had b<'en made formal, and one 
reason for callin;; "Not formo,l'' was that the 
motion might be amended and put in proper 
form. 

Mr. DA \VSON: The re.tson why I want the 
papers produced is tlnt the correspondence 
particnlarly refers to a cliscus'lion that has taken 
place between the Home Secretary's Department 
and the Cmmamulla Voters' Association, and 
becau;;;e there wa", in our opinion, a certn.in tran.-3-
action in cannect.ion with th~ Balonne elecoion 
that is not strictly according to bw; something 
was illegally done. The Elect.ions Act, it is 
alleged, was abused. It is said that a public 
officer diri not perform his dnty as we shoul<l 
expect a public officer to perform his duty, and 
we want to know whether th<>se who make that 
ac~usation or those 'xlv> deny it are correct, and 
the nearest and best way to get at that is to 
have the papers pr·•duced and laid on the table of 
the Home, so that every member can peruse tbem. 
The princip1lmatter of course is in connection 
with the man mentioned in the motion-that is, 
the vote of one Henry John Carter. I believe 
that Mr. Carter was the returning officer 
for the \Varrego elec'corate at the last general 
election. Hon. members will remember that 
when the election for Balonne took place, owing 
to some error-whether it was design or not it is 
hard to say-at one p:1rticular polling. place the 
presiding officer did not turn up at the proper 
time, and there was no opportunity for anyone 
to record his vote at that place. 

Mr. STORY: At two pl.tces. 
Mr. lJA WSO='J: At one place in particular. 
Mr. STOHY : Ah, but there i.~ another place. 
Mr. DA WSON: I am referring to the place 

in connection with which Henry John Carter is 
cnncerned, and that is a place called Bonna 
Vonna. Subsequently there was a polling he Id 
there, and I think I am within the mark when I 
say that the number of votes then recorded at 
this place made a record for tha.t district, and 
the presiding officer, when he counted the votes, 

counted more votes than there were residents 
anywht>re in and around that neighhourl10od. 
Voters came from various places to record their 
votes on that occasion at Bonna Vonna. 

Mr. ST!lPHENSON: ~\.nd they voted on the 
wrong side. That'" the trouble. 

Mr. DA WSON: I am not quarrelling with 
the way in which they voted at all, but if I am. 
asked for my own opinion I say that I think 
they voted on the wrong side, and if they had a 
little more sense and judgment they would have 
voted on the otber side. l t appears that all 
those persons who did not vote on 1 he day of the 
election went on this occasion to Bonna Vonna 
to record tlwir votes. 

i\Ir. STORY: And to Brenda, excuse me. 
Mr. DA WSON: I am talking of this particu

lar case, and the hon. member who represents 
that particular district, and represents it well, 
can reply in his own way. I am asking for all 
the particulars in connedion with the voting of 
this person at Bonna Vunna, and what may 
have betn done at other places io ne-t c< ncened 

in this motion at all. No other place is included 
in the motion. I understand that a number of 
persons went to Bonna Vonna and recorde,] their 
votes there, and among the rest w::ts one Henry 
John Carter, who claimed to vote in re.<pect of cer
tain property he held at Cunnamulla. He went to 
Bonna Vonnaand voted, and I do not care whether 
he voted for the hon. member for Ba\onne, l\Ir. 
Story, or for his opponent. The fact remains that 
he voted and oh at hew as challellgt'd, and we believe 
thao by the production of these papers we can 
show the country that this gentlc,man had no 
right to this vnte he claimed at all. He made a 
declaration before the !,residing offim•r, and we 
want to get. a copy of that declaratinn, tog-ether 
with a copy of the form claim upon which Henry 
,John Carter claimed his right to vote at Bonna 
Vonna on the 25th Aprillast. \Ve want to know 
whether this man made a false de cl .ration or 
not, and we want to know w het.ber if, after being 
challPnged, the one ehallenged can vote at the 
particular place at which he has been chal
lenged, be3ause we know of another place where 
a man wa' chdlenged and demanded to have 
his vote reo:Jrded, and he could not get it, 
even though he was prepared to make a 
declaration. And we want the corre,pon<lence 
on this padieular matter concerning Carter's 
vote, which has pasoed between the Cunnamulla 
Voters' Ass<·ciation and the Home Secretary's 
Department. \Ve want the representations 
made to the department in connection with this 
matter, and the reply of the department to those 
representations. I think the case is of sufficient 
graYity and of so much public interest that 
eYery hon. member-even the hon. member for 
B,.lonne himself-should be perfec·ly willing to 
accept a motion of this kind, and see that the 
papers asked for "re laid on ti e table. 

l\lr. STO!\Y: I ha Yen<> objection to it. 
Mr. DA WSON : I am very plea,ed to hear 

the hon. nwmber say sn. I understol!d, from 
his interjecl ions, that he was against it. 

Mr. STOilY: You know I did not interject 
anyohing of the kir d. 

Mr. DA WSON: I did not say the hon 
member rlid. The Premier says he called "Not 
formal" beeame he wanted to know why the 
documents 'hould be produced. I have ·men
tioned the principal reasons why I think the 
documents should be produced, and I think it i< 
in the best interests of the public that we should 
have these dccuments laid on the table. If the 
hon. gentleman wants any further reasons I 
have no objection at all to giYing them to him. 
I should like to say before I sic down that I 
think tlrere is nothing which hon. members of 
this House should be more sensitive about or 
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more jealous of than the conduct of elections. 
\Ve should absolutely insist that no matter who 
may be in power or what parties may be con
testing a particular seat, the conduct of these 
elections should be above reproach, so that no 
statement can be made afterwar~s that anything 
unfair has been done. 

lllr. STORY : A statement may be made, but 
it may not be a fact. 

Mr. DA \VSON: A stt>tement may be made 
without being a fact, and I suppme such state
ments very often are made. A btatement with 
regard t•> this particular individual has been 
made. \V e know that certain correspondence 
has passed between the Cunnarnulla Voters' As
sociation and the department referring to this 
particular matter, and, if what is alleged has 
got any truth in it, in the best interEsts of the 
people anything of that kind should not go on, 
\Ve want to know the truth about the matter 
and that is why we t>re moving. I believe, as a 
matter of simple fact, that the Home Secretary's 
Department has actually admitted that there 
was something not altogether in proper order in 
connection with this vote at Bonna Vonna. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Wbat? I think you 
should say something more, if you sa.y so much. 

Mr. DA W:SON: Very well. This is one 
letter which we understand is in the correspond
ence, and I think it is in the public interest that 
it should be laid on the table of the House. It 
is from Mr. Ryder, the Under Secretary to the 
Home Secretary, and is addressed to the 
Secretary of the Cunnamulla V uters' Association, 
Mr. Towns-

Brisbane, 30th June, 1899. 
SIR,-With further reference to your letter of the 

lOth instant, calling attention, at the instance of your 
Association, to the circumstances under which H. J. 
Carter recorded a vote at the recent election of a 
member for the Balonne electorate, I have the honour, 
by direction, to inform you that from inquirir:<r which 
have been made, it would appear that~lr. Carter did not 
po)i~ess the qualification set out in his claim at the 
time it was made, although it is possible that he could 
have made a claim as a "householder," in respect to 
the pretmses in question. the tenancy of which was 
either a weekly or a monthly one-probabl.v the former. 
Mr. Carter abo seems to have possesseri a qualillcation 
as a leaseholder :!.n respect of property at \Yyandra, 
althoug-h it was not mentioned in the claim as put in. 
I nm to state that the facts of the case have been com
municated to the Electoral Registrar, upon whose sub
sequent action steps will no douht be taken by ~Ir. 
t'artcr to get his propar qualHlcation (or one of them, 
~< freeholder" or "leaseholder") substituted for that 
in respect of which his name now appears on the roll. 
I say that is a frank admission on behalf of the 
department that Mr. Carter did not posse, s the 
qualification up.m which he voted at Honna 
Vonna on the 25th April last. Of cour~e, the 
department states-very truly, perhaps-that in 
all probability he did possess other qualifications. 
But the fact remains that he did not take advan
tage of the other qualifications he po,;,essed. I 
understand that he made a declaration in which 
he claims to have just the particular qualification 
upon which he voted; and here is a letter from 
the department saying that he has not got it at 
all. I say that letter itself lends very strong 
colour indeed to the opinion entertained by the 
Cunnamulla Voters' Ass•Jciatiun that something 
has been done in regard to this election 
which is not likely to do good or to add 
to the purity of carrying on our elections. 

. If it was for nothing else but that I 
[5 p.m.] think I haYe made out a good claim 

that the whole of the correspondence 
dealing with this matter should be laid on the 
table of the House. I do not desire, and I do 
n?t suppose I should be in order in :any case, in 
d1scussing that matter, or my opinion of the 
suggeetion of the department, hecau:se that will 
come up at some more fitting time. I beg to 
move the amended motion. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the hon. member be permitted to 
amend the motion as indicated? 

Ho!'i'OUHABLE 11'1E~fBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Tne HOMg SECRE'rARY (Hon. ,J. F. G. 

Foxton, Carna1·von) : The hon. member who has 
just spoken, I regret to sav, has gone awn,y, 

Mr. GLASSEY : He hn,s just got a message; he 
will be here directly. 

The HOME SECRETAHY: He complained 
that "not formal" wn,s call eel to this motion. It 
was apparent. on the face of it to myself, and a 
good many other members prohahly, that the 
motion asked for a clocument which absolutely 
had no existence whatever; that is to say, a 
document which was alleged to be in the nature 
of a declaration made by one Henry John 
Carte~ before the returning officer, Mr. 1\Iorgan, 
at Bonna Vonna, on the 25th April last. I 
knew perfectly well that ::\1r. M organ was, at 
St. Georgc on that day, and c.mld not be the 
person before whom that declara,tion was made. 
Clearly, therefore, as it was irregular to amend 
a formal motion, the only way by which the 
matter could be put right was by calling "not 
formal," even if there had been no othf'r reason 
for it. Now, the hon. member has complained 
that there have been irregularities with regard 
to this poll at Bonna Vonna, and there is appa
rently a tendency on the part of hon. members 
to imply that there is something in connection 
with the ho1diug of that poll which in some way 
is not creditable to the Government. 

Mr. 8'l'ORY: He said so. 
The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 

member implied, in the way in which he knows 
so well how to dn, that the Government had 
been guilty of some wrong-doing in regard to the 
holding of that poll, or that we conni vecl at some 
wrong·doing. Now, I tell the hon. member that 
that is absolutely a mistake. I hope ;hat the hon. 
member who represents the district will give us 
something of the history of what took place ip 
regard to that el~c\ ion m order that tlns 
opportunity may be availed of for the purpose of 
showing exactly what takes place sometimes at 
elections of this 8ort. 

Mr. McDoNALD : He will be out of order if he 
does that. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem
ber who has moved the motion has indulged in a 
o-reat deal of criticism in regard to the conduct 
~£ that election, and I sincerely trust that the 
same latitude will be afforded to the hon. mem
ber for Balonne when he replies to the insinua
tions which have been thrown out by the hon. 
member who moved the motion. 

l\1r. DAWSON: You are entirely mistaken. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Well, I lietened 

very carefully to what the hon. member said. 
Mr. DAWSON: Yol\ misunderstood. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Although he 

was very careful not to irnJ?licate t!1e Gove~n
ment by a direct charge m any 1rregular1ty 
which occurred, still the ,implication wos there 
all the same. It was intended, so far as I could 
see to impress people outside with the fact that 
th~ Government had connived at something 
which was irregular and improper. 

Mr. DAWSON: I say they have not taken 
action on an illegal act. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Now, what hap
pened really was that no poll could be regularly 
taken at Bonna Vonna on the date that was 
appointed. If I had been the presiding officer 
there I would have taken the poll all the same, 
but the presiding officer, who is a gentleman I 
know well, a man with great experience in the 
conduct of elections, and who will do the 
straight thing though it may be opposed to his 
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own political interests and views, thought other
wise. I have had per•onal experience of that 
gentleman when he was presiding officer in the 
Carnarvon elPctorate. 

Mr. McDONALD (Fiinders): I rise to a 
point of order. Is the hon. gentleman in order 
in going in for this discussion? The question is 
whether certain papers should be produced. 

The HOME SECRETARY: lam giving the reasons. 
Mr. McDONALD: The motion distinctly re

fprs to certain paper• which are called for in con
nection with a certain matter. H has nothing 
to do with the actions of a returning officer. 

'l'he SPEAKER : The Home Secretary, it 
appears to me, is quite within his rights in 
replying to the hon. gentleman who has moved 
this motion. The hon. gentleman made a 
charge-not direct, but by implication-that 
irregularities had taken place in connection wir.h 
the election fnr Balonne, and more particularly 
in connection with the poll at Bnnna Vonna. 
That was the statement, and the Home Secre
tary is quite within his rights in answering what 
has been said. 

Mr. McDoNALD : As long as we understand 
that, it is all right. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I can quite 
understand the objection of the hon. member 
for Flinders and his desire to silence me. He 
desires evidently that the g<>rbled notions which 
prevail in regard to this matter, the re;;n]t of 
innuendoes which have been flung across the 
Cham her, should still remain uncontradicted. I 
prop<?se t~at the public, at all events, should be 
put nght m regard to the proceedings at Bonna 
Vonna, and I quite understand the hou. gentle
man's desire to silence me when I wish to give 
the true facts of the case. 

Mr. DAWSON: That is imputing motives. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I do not think 

so. I r1uite understand the hon. gentleman's 
position. 

Mr. :McDoNALD : You said I attempted to 
silence you. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Well, is it 
worth while attempting to contradict the hon. 
member? What did he rise to a point of order 
fur if it was not to silence me? 

Mr. McDoNALD: No. 
An HONOURABLE MEiiiBER : He desired to see 

the Stctnding Orders adhered to. 
Mr. HARDACRE: Go on. \Ve are not dis· 

cussing the point of order now. 
The HOME SEORE'rARY: I shall take my 

ruling from the Chair, and not from the hon. 
member for Leichhardt. 

Mr. HARDACRE : Then I will rise to a poin~ of 
order. 

The I-IOi\iE SECRETARY: The hon. mem
ber had better do so. 

Mr. McDoNALD: Oh l Go on. Tell us what 
you want to say. 

The HOME SECRETARY: There is plenty 
of time, and I intend to have my eay. 

Mr. McDoNALD : This is stonewalling. 
The HOME SECRETARY: :B~xactly. I am 

told I am stonewalling whenever I rise on private 
members' day. 

Mr. McDoNALD: I know you do not want the 
production of thA papers. That is all right. 

The HOME SECRETARY: On the contrary, 
I am going to support the motion for their 
prod uctiou. 

Mr. McDoNALD: You will try to talk it out. 
ThP. HOMJ<~ SECRETARY: All except one, 

and I have a very good reason for that. I think 
that if the h?n. member had thought fully before 
he tabled Ins motion, he would have seen the 
folly of attwmpting to include that in his motion. 
However, I will deal with that directly. When 
I was interrupted by the point of order raised by 
the hon. member for Flinders, I was pointing 
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out that, owing to a certain irregularity; llCJ poll 
was help at Bonna Vonna on the day appointed, 
I f1lso stated that if I had been pre•iding officer 
I would have held the poll notwithstll.nding the 
fact that I had not been able to make the 
necessary declarations giving me thP authority, 
and I think Mr. Baker, the prrsiding officer, 
would have done so if he had been better 
acquainted with the Act under which he was 
working; hut he, not having received the form 
of declaration which he \\M ref{nired to make 
before holding the poll, decided no poll could be 
taken notwithstanding the fact that thPre is a 
provision in the Act which would have vali· 
dated the poll notwithstanding thl1t that declara· 
twn had not been made. HoweYer, there is 1he 
fact that Mr. Baker decided in his own mind 
that he had no power to take a poll, much as he 
desired to do so. It then became necessary to 
consider what action should be taken, not only 
in regard to taking a poll at Bonna Vonna, but 
at Brenda, a place also where no poll had been 
taken, and a poll was directed to be taken on the 
date mentioned by the hon. member in his reso
lution at these two places-the 25th of April ; 
and both sides, I have no doubt, endeavoured 
to do their best to bring up 9Jl those voters who 
had not already voted on the ordinary day for the 
elections. I do not wonderthathon. members feel 
a bit sore that they were in a minority at Bonna 
Vonna. They expected it was going to be quite 
the other way, and I can f{Uite understand their 
disappointment. When I say I understand it, I 
hone I will not be told I am imputing motives. 
I !{now nothing about the matter except what is 
before me in connection with the papers. The 
letter which the hon. member read as having 
emanated from the Under Secretary of the 
Home Department, was written, I apprehend, 
as a result of a memorandum which I myself pub 
upon the papers, after I had seen the letter from 
a Mr. Towns; and ~.fter I had seen and read a 
report by the senior-sergeant of police at Cunna
mulla, who had inquired into the matter, and 
also after I had read a letter, somewhat &hort 
and not dealing very elaborately with the matter, 
written by Mr. Carter, from which it would 
appea.r that he had several qualifications which 
would entitle him to be placed on the roll for 
Cunnamulla. I have not seen the roll ; but 
from what I gather from the correspondence 
it is a fact that the qualification for which he 
was on the roll had cmtsed. At all events, that is 
the matter in dispute in the que"tion. It is 
alleged, at any rate, that it bad ceased. It was 
a particular leasehold. He had another property 
and was nlso under the impression-according to 
his own statement-that the two properties were 
included in the one lease, and that he still held 
one of these properties. I presume he was asked 
to make a declaration-he certainly must have 
made a declaration if the question was raised
that he still possessed the qualification. He pos
sessed a qualification, and, as far as I know, still 
possesRes the right to vote if he has his name on 
the roll for the Balonne electorate. I have not 
the slightest manner of doubt about that. I have 
always understood it was the Jesire of hon. mem
bers on that side of the Honse that, at all events, 
every man who is entitled to a vote under the law 
should have the opportunity of recording that 
vote. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear l 
The HOME SECRETARY: But it appears 

it all depends on which side of the House a man 
is giving his vote. 

Mr. DAWSON: You know how Carter voted. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I fancy I do. 

If I do not, I~ should know very well iudeed 
from the attitude of hon. members towards him 
with regard to this matter. That is a sufficient 
revelation to me as to how Mr. Carter voted. I 



534 BaTonne Election. [ASSEMBLY.] Baionne Election~ 

am satisfied- I am inclined at least to the 
opinion-that if he had been an ardent supporter 
ol the other side the letter would not have been 
written by Mr. Towns--

Mr. KERR · He would not have been on the roll. 
The HOME SECRETARY: But, perhaps, 

would have voted all the same; but he knows 
how Mr. Carter voted. At all events, I am pre
pared to takP him as an authority on that point 
almost as good a' J\Ir. Carter himself. 

Mr. McDONALD: He was challenged on that 
side. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not know. 
Mr. McDONALD: He wa<. 
The HO:WE SECRETARY: I do not know. 
Mr. DAWSON: Don't you know after being 

told? 
The HOME SECRETARY: I am not in the 

habit of taking hearsay evidence. 
Mr. DAWSON : You ought to take an hon. 

mPmber'R worcl: 
The HO :VIE SECRETARY: I do not doubt 

it if the hon. member says so. The correspon
dence establishes, at all events to my mind, this 
fact : 1\Ir. Carter was, at the date of the election, 
the holder of a vote, or, at all event~, that he 
held the qualification for a vote, and if his name 
was not on the roll it ought to h:.ve been on the 
roll-that if it was on f.,r a qualification he did 
not possess, he was entitled to have his name on 
the roll for a qualifi<'~tir,n he did possess. 

An HoXOlJRABLE ME~IBER : So ought hun
dreds of others. 

Mr. McDOXALD: If he had his name on the 
roll for a qualification he did not possess, he is 
not entitled to vote because he has another 
qualification. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not say he 
was. The hon. member did not even take the 
trouble to listen to what I said, or if he did he 
is guilty of, well, misrepresenting me. 

Mr. McDoNALD: You are making a good effort 
at that now. 

The HOJ\11£ SECRETARY: What I did say 
was this: that if Mr. Carter had his name on the 
roll for a qnali6cation which he did not possess, 
he was yet, nevertheless, entitled to have his 
name on the roll for a qualification which it is 
pretty cl<·ar from the fncts he did possess. 

Mr. McDONALD: But his first qualification 
w::ts not lJgal. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was I under-
stand, at the time it was made. ' 

Mr. McDoKALD : Quite the contrary. 
The HOMJ.<~ SECRETARY: That is the 

matter in dispnte. Mr. Carter says clearly it 
was. I believe it is a question of the duration of 
the leasehold. At all events, he had the pro
perty. The hon. member is clearly wrong. 

Mr. McDONALD : \V e will see about it. 
The HOME SECRETARY : He had a 

monthly lease of the property. 
Mr. McDONALD: The principal has mr.de an 

affidavit that he had not. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I do not pre· 

tend for a inoment that J\1r. Carter was techni
cally and legally entitled to vote if he had ceased 
to hold the r]Ha!ification with regard to which 
his name appeared on the roll. 

Mr. McDONHD: That is the point. 
The HOME SECRETARY: But he had 

other qualifications which, if his name had been 
correctly on the roll, wc,uld have mtitled him to 
a vote. That he was entitled to a vote-that is 
to say, that he was entitled to have his name on 
that roll-I have no doubt whatever, and I have 
always understood from hon. men.bers on the 
other ,ide that when a man, no nntter who he 
mi'ght he, was entitled to have his name on the 
roll there was no objection to his voting. 

Mr. STEPHEXSON : So long as he voted right. 

The HOME SECRETARY, t uniletstood it 
was the desire of hon. members not to throw 
difficulties in the way of people voting when 
they have a moral qualification, even thuugh it 
may not be legal-that no man who is entitled 
to have hi' name on the roll should be deprived 
of that vote. I understand that the aim of the 
motion is to m"ke this House anrl its machinery 
a vehicle for prosecuting a man for voting, 
because he happened to have cea;ed to hold tlJe 
qualification mentionerl on the roll, notwith
standing the fact that he held other qualifica
tions which ought to have entitled him to a vote. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: He never had the 
qualification. 

The HOME SECEETARY: That I take 
leave to don bt. I believe the hon. m em her is 
mistaken. There is no ref,·oon why some of the 
papers should not be producerl, but I do not 
think it is desirable that this House should be 
made a vehicle for such legal proceedings as that. 
If Mr. Carter voted cnntrary to law, if he has 
infringPd the Elections Act, there is the proper 
tribunal constituted to try his case, and if hon. 
members de>ife they can inspect his claim as has 
been done in other cases-always provided that 
it ha" not been bmgled by s"mebody in the 
n1eantime. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. TunLEY: Allegedly burgled. 
The HOME SECRETAEY: I do not know 

whether it was stolen or not. All I know is that 
suspicion rested on somebody ; and the bon. 
member would be somewhat astonished to find 
who it was that suspicion rested upon. 

Mr. McDONNELL: There have been some queer 
rUTilOlUR. 

The H01\1E SECRETARY: I am not talk
ing about rumour", I am talking about something 
which has come before me officially. 

Mr. FrsimR: Hear, bear! 
Mr. STEPHENSON : \Vhy don't you cheer that? 
The HOME SECRETARY: There is one 

document asked for in the motion which cer
tainly onght not to be included. That is the one 
referred to in the seeond paragraph, and I beg 
to move that the resolution be amended hy the 
omission of the seco11d paragraph. The reason 
for that is that that document, as the hem. 
gentleman who moved the resolution ought to 
know, is not under the control of the Govern
ment at all; it is on thest• premises at this 
moment sea'ed up amongst the papers connected 
with the Balonne election, and the hon. member 
asks for a copy. 

Mr. KERl\: \Ve pa"~ed a motion Y"'terda.y for 
the production of certain papers by the Clerk. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is the 
proper way to do it, but this is a direction to the 
Home Secretary to bring up a copy of a docu
ment w hi eh is not in his possession. 

Mr. LEAHY: Cann0t the House give a direc
tion to the Home Secretary ? 

MEMBERS nf the Opposition: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. McDONNELL : Suppose there was a case 

before the court--
The H0:\1E s:EORETARY: Some hon. 

members app<'ar to think my contention is 
wrong. I am willing to take, by way of inter
jection, suggestions from hon. m em hers. 

Jliir. McDoNNELL: Sur•poseit is brought before 
the court., would not the court demand the paper? 

The HOME SECRB~TARY: That is another 
thing. The packet c",nnot be opened without a 
direction of the court, unless I am mistaken. 

Mr. DuNSFORD: Quite right. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Nobody dare 

open it, so what is the use of directing the Home 
Secretary to bring up a copy of a document 
which is in a packet which by Jaw cannot be 
opened without the order of the court ? 
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Mr. KERR : I am pleased you say so. Anum
ber of people in the country believe they are 
opened. 

The HOME SECRETARY : I don't know 
who sent such rum ours about, unless it was the 
hon. member for Barcoo. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member for Barcoo has 
no time to send such rumours about. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Vve have heard 
rumours brought here by the hon. member br·fore 
this. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member for Barcoo tells 
the trnt.h, too. 

The SPEAKB~R : Order ! 
The HO::YIE SECRETARY: I trnst the 

reason I have given will be sufficient for expung
ing the second paragraph of the resolution. I can 
scarcely understand how it is that the hon. mem
ber who moved it did not realise that that would 
be the outcome of his re~olution. As to the other 
documents mentioned I have most of them here 
now, and there is not the slightest oJ,jection to 
produce them. 

Mr. McDONN:ELL (FO?'titurle Valley): After 
what the Home Secretary has said, I am of 
opinion that the amendment should he accepted. 
If the case was brought into court and tbig 
paper was wanted to show whether there was 
any perjury connected with the case the court 
could order its production. As I intend to speak 
on the main question I shall say no more on the 
"mendment. 

Question-That the second paragraph be 
omitted from the resolution-put and passed. 

Mr. McDONNELL: Sp.oaking to the motion, 
it is my or,inion that the Home 

[5'30 p. m.] Secretary's Department has been 
very slow indeed in this matter, 

because I understand that the Cnnnamulla 
Voters' As~ociation approached that department 
on the lOth May, and received no reply till the 
30th June following. The Home Secretary con
tended that the whole question was whether :Mr. 
Carter had a qualification at the time he made 
his claim, and I think that is really the point at 
is:-.~ue. 

The liOi\IE SECRETARY : A moral claim. 
Mr. McDONNELL: Yes. That is whether 

::1-Ir. CartH had a claim to a vote as a leaseholder 
of the Victoria Rooms, in Cnnnamulla. That 
claim was attested by Mr. l!'itzwalter, a justice 
of the peace, and was accepted by Mr. Francis, 
the police magistrate at Cunnamulla. But the 
facts are that Mr. Carter never had any qualifi
cation as a leaseholder of these rooms. An 
affida Yit to that effect has been made by the 
owner of these rooms. 

.Mr. STORY: vVho is the owner? 
Mr. McDONNELL: It does not matter who 

the owner is, but Mr. Pat rick McGuigan makes 
the affidavit as follows :-
In the matter of the Elections Acts (Consolidated) of 

the election of a member of the Legn•lative Assembly 
for the district of Balonne, and of elector Henry 
John Carter, of Charleville. 

I, Patrick J\:J:cGuiguu, of Cnnnan1ulla, in the colony of 
Queensland, gentleman, being duly btvorn, make oath 
and say as follows :-

l. I know. and am well acquainted with, Henry John 
Carter, of Alfred street, Charleville, forwarding agent, 
and whose name appears on the bi-monthly (February) 
Electoral Roll, District of Balonne, as qualified to vote 
for the election of a member of the Legislative Assembly 
in the year 18!!9, as number 1042, with particulars of 
qualification-'· Leasehold, Victoritt Rooms; allotment 
2, sec. 4,, ~tocl~yard street, Cunnamulla." 

2. I am, and have been, ever since the buildings were 
erected tbereon, the sole O\vner of tlle fee-"'imple of the 
said allotment 2, sec. 4•, Stockyard ~treet, Cunna
m ulla, and of the said VictoriA Rooms. 

3. The said Victoria Rooms "'ere tEnanted up to 
about June, 1898, by N. C. }fcKellar and Co. as weekly 
tenants, and on being '\'acated the said rooms ·were 
taken over by 211r. Reid LS a weekly tenant about tile 

month of July, 1898, and he continued to oce';'PY the 
said rooms, as said tenant, up to aboat the m1ddlc of 
211arch, 1889. 
But this claim of Carter's was made before 
March, 18D9. 

4. A bout the month of September, 1898, the said 
l\Ir. Reid took up the duties of local ~aua.ger. for the 
said Henry John Carter in t.he forwa1·J.mg business of 
:. H. J. Carter anti Co.," and u~ed the said Victoria 
Rooms in carrying on the said bnsineo;:;:;, but no, arrange
ment was entered. into between me and the smd Henry 
,John Carter for a lease of the said premises, a~1d at no 
time were the tmid lll'emise'-1 leased to the sard Henry 
John On,rtcr, or any other person or firm. i'or »?Y term 
of greater dttr:-ttion than n weeldy tenancy, "\Vltli rent 
payable monthly. 

PATRIOK ::11:cflUIGA"lf. 
Sin-ned n.nd sworn by the said Patriek l\icGuigan at 

Cnn~amulla, afore8aicl,· this 27th clay of ::\lay, A.n. 1SD9, 
befol''"" me, c R.. Hood, a justice of the peace for the 
colony of Queensland. 
I think that affidavit fairly shows that Mr. 
Carter never had any qualific:ttion to make a 
claim as a leaseholder in respect of these rooms. 
It is clearlv shown by Mr. McGuigan there 
that these rooms were never occupied by J\ir. 
C:trter. 

Mr. STORY: I wonder who paid the rent? 
Mr. McDONNEI"L : It does not matter who 

paid the rent. It has been stat.ed that Carter's 
claim was made in February, 189!), and on this 
point I would like to rna ke. this co':'trest: The 
police magistrate, ~Ir. FranclS, who IS a f!·Iend.of 
the hon. member for Balonne, accepted this claim 
without making ally inquiries at all; and this 
gentlPman, we know from ~be past, us;:tally puts cer
tain <Jnestions to the ordmary workmg man when 
he comes before him with regard to their claims. 
He asks, H \Vhere are you Vl'Orldng?" an~," IIo~ 
long have you worked at the last place? and If 
the answer is "three months," he asks "\V here 
ar~ you going to wo_rk ? If you can't F,et wc;rk in 
the district you will have to leave, and If the 
answers are not favourable the claims are rejected. 
:Mr. I<'rancis neYer made any inquiries into the 
bon<t fides of 1\Ir. Carter with regB.rd to this 
claim: 'rhere is another point in the matter, 
and that is this : That Mr. Carter W<tS the 
returning officer for the \Varreg0 election, and 
he was a man who should have had the eJection 
law at his fingers' ende, a,, he was reqmred to 
compile the roll f<?r that e.lectorate; but accord
ing to this affidavit he drhberately made a false 
attestation. 

The Hu~IE S~JCRETARY : That is one statem6nt 
a~ainst another. 

Mr. l\fcDONNELL: Thi' is a sworn affidavit. 
The HOME SECRETARY: \V as not the other. 

man's statement sworn, too? 
Mr. NfcDONNELL : 1 think the Home Secre

tary's Department is very much to blame over 
the matter. 

The HoliiE SECRETARY : Do you? 
Mr. McDONNJ<~LL: Yes, I do. Accordi!lg 

to the letter from the Cunnarnulla Voters' Assoc!a· 
tion, they say that l'l1r. Carter never had a clann 
there. 'l'hev had found that Mr. Cart m had broken 
the electoral law, and that is what Mr. Carter 
has done. He was challenged by a .man who 
knew perfectly well he never had a clann. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY : \Vhat has the Home 
Secretary's Department to do with that? 

M1·. McDONNELL: I say that a statement 
was made that this man never had a claim. Jn 
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred such as thiS, 
I say the.t the Home Secretary would have 
taken action and brought up the man for 
perjury. ~ , 

The Ho~IE SIWmJTARY: Not at all. \Ve don t 
know now whether the man had a claim or not. 
\Vhy don't you become an informer and by an 
information. 
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Mr. McDONNELL: I don't want to become 
Dn inform>r, but I •ay it is clearly shown that 
this man never had a claim in this electorate. 
It did not tJ,atter if Mr. Carter had three, or 
four, or half-a-dozen clainw, but he came forward 
and made an applicatiun for a claim to which 
he was not en titled. 

The HoME SECRETARY: So you say. 
Mr. McDONNJ<:LL: That is the point. I 

think the H<>tne Secre1a1y's Department has 
acted in a manner not at all creditable to it. 

The HOME BECRFTARY : Oh ! Do you ? 
Mr. MoDONNELL : In the letter f10m the 

Home s. cretary's Department, dated 30th June, 
1899, it is stated-

I am to state that the facts of the case have been 
communiPated to the electoral registrar, upon whose 
subsequent acti(Jn steps will be no doubt taken by Mr. 
Carter to ger, his proper qualification (or tme of them
freeholder or leaseholde'r), snba.itted for that in respect 
of which his name now appears on the roll. 
Now, that is admitting practically that Mr. 
Carter had no prop> r qualification. 

The HoME SECRETARY: How is the Home 
Secretary'" Dep utment responsible for that? 

Mr. McDONNELL: The Vutrrs' As,uciation 
at Cunnamulla asked for an investigation and for 
action to be taken by the Home Secretary's 
Department, and after inqmries uf some sort, no 
further notice was taken of that letter. 

The Honm SECRE'rARY: That is not correct. 
Mr. McDONNELL: The depariment had all 

the inform"tion, but they de9ired to let down Mr. 
Carter as lightly as they poss1bly could. 

The HoME SECRETARY : If you want to become 
an informer, the courts are oven to you. 

Mr. McDONNELL: No, I don't want to 
become an infurm<>r. I only ask that the electoral 
law of the colony he administered in a legal and 
proper mannt>r, and the Home Secretary's 
Department should Bee that this is done. The 
action t1ken by the Cunnamulla Voters' Asso
ciation cannot posoibly be objected to. In their 
letter to the Home Secretary, dated 11th May 
last, they say-

Henry John Carter, No. 1042, qualifica.Hon given, 
leasehold, Victoria. Rooms. allot. 2, sec. 4, Stockyard 
street, Cunnanmlla. The facts are: Henry John c~lrter 
never had any lease of Ylctoria Rooms. as the accom
panying copy of letter of the owner will show; and 
further, on his vote being challenged at Bonna Vonna, 
he signed a declaration to the effect that he did po~sess 
the leaseho;d of Yictnria Rooms, which, iu our opinion, 
'vas an :-~et ot' perjury. 1\Jy a~.sociation requests that a 
fnli inquiry will be made in this case, and also that a 
rlisinterested magh-:tratt-' will be appointed to try the 
case, as the present police magistrate, being al::o elec
toral 1·egi~trar, will naturally be biased after his ad
mitting the claim without full inquiry into the quali
fication. 

I think the qn<Jstion raised by that association is 
a very reasonable one, and I think also that the 
reply from the Home Secretary's Department 
wae not one which we would expect from a 
department whose duty it is to see that the 
Elections Act is carried out in justice to all 
p>trties. vV e are now in the position that the 
Home Secretary has, I believe, agreed to produce 
the papers, and I hope that, in the interests of 
justice, something in this matter will be done. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: \Vhy don't you do it. 
Mr. McDONNELL : It is not my plaQe to do 

it. 
The HOME SECRETARY: No, is it mine? 
Mr. STORY (Balonne): It is most unfortu

nate, Sir, that the time at my disposal is so 
limited that it is absolutely impossible for me to 
go into the question, n.s I had hoped to do, to 
clear myself fn,m the insinuations that have 
been made in regard to this election at Bonna 
Vonna-insinuations made more particularly by 
the leader of the Labour Opposition, who knows 
nothing whatevt'r about it. But although it is 
absolutely impossible for me to clear myself to-

night, and I must leave _it until another <?PPOr· 
tunily, if that opportun1ty does not come m the 
ordinary wrq of debate, I s~all myself .move 
that the papers connected With the votmg at 
Bunna Vnnna be laid on the table of the House, 
when I shall have a chance to justify myself 
from the slanders that have been uttered about 
me in connection with this matter by m~n who 
absolutely know nothing wbat.ever about it .. As 
thue is no time for me to go mto that questwn, 
I must confine myself to-night strictly to the 
matter before the House-that is, Carter's vat e. 
It will be supposed that as qarter .we_nt a long 
distance to vote f&r me he IS an mt1mate and 
old friend of mine. 

Mr. DAWSON: You know he voted for you? 
Mr. STORY : Yes. I think I have seen 

him twice in my life-once at Bonna Vonna, and 
once some while afterwards at _Chal'levJ!Ie. He 
is an older resident at Charlevtlle than I am at 
Cunnamulla. When tho ban. member for I!'orti
tude Valley reads about how lleid took over 
those Victoria Rooms from McGnigan, and then 
became the agent for H. J. Carter, he entirely 
alters the facts as they are known to me. 

Mr. McDoNALD: lt is a sworn affidavit. 
Mr. STORY: I know what the ban. membrr 

possibly does not know. Do I not know that 
McGuigan was in Brisbane only two or thr~e 
weeks a"o and that this is the outcome of his 
visit ? f a:m not going to say anything in con
nection with Carter that is not true, and I am 
not ~oing to try to cle?.r him from anything he 
has done that he should not have done. . 

Mr. McboNALD: This affidavit was sworn m 
Jliiav, B<> vou are out of it. 

Mr. S'l'ORY : I know that McGuigan was 
down here, and that the leader of the Labour 
party put his motion on the paper a few days 
afterwards. Hon. members talk of things they 
know nothing about. The facts are th~se : Mr. 
q,tid was a clerk on Thurrnlgoona statwn, and 
eft there to start as forwarding agent for himself 

.1t Cunnamulla. vVhen he got there he had not 
a great deal to do, and. when ~arter started a 
branch of his CharleVllle buswess at Cnnna
mulla he took Reid in as a sort of partner. The 
firm then became H. J. Carter and Co., a 
branch of the Cbarleville business. It is abso
lutely certain that Carter was responsible for 
the rent, and he paid the rent .. Hon. members 
may not know that in our d1strrct there are 
very few legal documents in connection with the 
leasing of places. I myself leased one for years 
and years upon mere word o~ mouth. .As I 
said Carter leased those premtses and patd the 
rent' which he looked upon as his qualification. 

Jl.fr. McDoNNELL: He did not lease them. 
Mr. STORY: The very fact of his paying the 

rent weekly or monthly, or whatever it was, is a 
proof to me that he did. McGuigan does not 
pretend that lleid paid the rent o~ those pre
nJises. Carter occupied them, and h!s name. was 
on them and he did a large forwardmg busmess 
under the name of H. J. Carter and Co. in those 
rooms. I will ask any sensible man to say 
whether, under those circumstances, Carter was 
not the occupant of those rooms. \Vhether there 
was a document in the shape of a lease or not I do 
not know butheoccupied the vremisesand paid the 
rent for them. But he had another qu~lificat~on. 
He had a store at Wyandra, on the ra1lway lme, 
and I am informed by a man who knows the 
whole of the circumstances that his claim was 
made out not in Cunnamulla but in Charle
ville, at Mr. LccketL's office there. I will 
admit, for argument's sake, that Carter ~ad left 
McGuip-an's premises before the electton at 
Bonna Vonna took place, but he still had the 
premises at vVyandra. 

Mr. McDONALD: He was not qualified for 
that. 
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Mr. STORY: A nice question arises here, 
Hon. members on the other side are always con
tending that a man should not be debarred from 
having his vote if he has any f[Ua!ification at all. 
Cartel''s name was on thR electoral roll, and the 
Elections Act states that a man's name being on 
the r<>ll shall be taken as proof positive ot his 
qualification unlEss he has certain dis,tbilities. 
lt is the certificate of his right to vote. lf be 
loses one qualification and has another he should 
retttin the right to vote. There is some time or 
another at which a man is qualified to vote; we 
will say, when the roll is Bigned and handed over 
to the returning officer, and a man's name is on 
that roll, we should take it as his qualification. 
If he loses that qualification, and the roll is not to 
be accepted as a proof of his right to vote or 
otherwise, the question then arises as to wh~ther 
he has a qualification or not. I will admit, for 
argument's sake, that Mr. Carter lost the qualifi
cation for which he wa,, on the roll. 

Mr. DA WSON: He never had it to lose. 
Mr. STORY: He had it to lose. When I 

was in Cunnamulla he rented and occupied those 
premises, a] though there may not have been any 
document. It is a jesuitical begging of the 
question to say that he never held those premises 
under a lease. I have lived in a house in South 
Brisbane for a considerable number of months 
past, but I have no lease. I have not one scratc}) 
of the pen, or one signature, although I pay my 
rent every week, and I get a receipt for it. ls 
that not a qualification? 

ME}!BERS of the Opposition: Not for a lease
hold. 

Mr. STORY: If I occupy a house for ten 
years, do I not lease it in actual fact? 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: No, no! 
Mr. STORY : If ever there was a party that 

argued that men's rights to vote should not be 
interfered with, if it could possibly be helped, it 
is the party on the other side. 

Mr. TuRLEY : Their legal right to vote. 
Mr. 1:l'l'LlRY: But when thev find that a vote 

is not going on their side thev "raise all sorts of 
objections. No one on this side would raise the 
objection that a man living in a house for years, 
who paid his rent, and was recognised as the 
occupier, was not a leaseholder because he had 
not a lease drawn ont. That is the position 
taken up by hon members opposite. 

MEiiiBEHS of the Opposition : No, no ! 
Mr. HTOltY : If my contention is right-that 

there is a time when a man's right to be on the 
roll for a certain qualification is inviolable
supposing he loses that qualification, he has no 
qualification so far as the roll is concerned, but 
hP still has a qualiHcation so far as fact is con
cerneil. I take it for granted that Mr. Carter 
was asked the prescribed q L1estions at Bonna 
Vonna-

Are you the same person whose name appears on the 
roUP 
I suppose he replied

! am. 
Have you already voted, either here or elsewhere, 

at the present election in this electoral district P 
::-!o. 
Are you disqualified from voting? 

As he had the qualification, I presume he said 
that he was not disqualified. Perhaps he was 
not asked the third question-but even suppose 
hewas--

Mr. DAWSON: Our information is that his 
very application to get on the roll was false. 

Mr. STORY : That is a point that I never 
heard of until now. The allegation of the 
Labour party is that he did not rent these 
premises from J\fr. McGuigan at any time. 

Mr. Tt:RLEY : That he had no lease. 
Mr. STORY: Well, if that is the ground 

taken by Mr. McGuigan and the leader of the 

Labour party, it does neither of them any credit, 
because they know that it is customary in our 
district for premises to be occupied without being 
leased, and Mr. McGuigan knows it better than 
anyone else in our district, for he wanted me to 
rent the same rolJms, and I should probably have 
held them under the same conrlitions as Mr. 
Castles did; and a man could have held those 
rooms year after year without a lease, paying 
his rent honestly and fairly, and yet, at a jnnc
turelike this, Mr. McGuigan will claim before the 
coun trv that that man was not his tenant because 
he had" no lease. If that is what hon. members 
base their case on, it does not need me to 
champion :v£r. Carter, or to apologise for his vote. 

Mr. KERR : Mr. Carter has a residence qualifi
cation for the W arrego. He is not being 
deprived of a vote. 

Motion, as amended, pnt and passed. 
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION BILL. 
SECOND READING-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 
On the Order of the Day being read for the 

resumption of the debate, 
Aftbr a pause, 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 

Rutledge, J11amnoa) said: I was addressing the 
House on this question when it was last before 
the House, when the time for private business 
expired, but it is now two minutes to 6 o'clock, 
and I have no wish to talk it out. 

Mr. TURLEY : Let someone move the adjourn
ment of the debate. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I do not 
want to do anything which will place the hon. 
member for Gympie at a disadvantage with 
respect to the Bill, but at the same time I have 
no wish to relinquish my right to speak. 

Mr. McDoNAI,D: Get the permission of the 
Honse to speak on the next occasion. 

The HoliiE SECRETARY: Supposing it is not 
granted? Anyone can object. 

Mr. FISHER: By the leave of the House, you 
can move the adjourn the adjournment. 

After a further pause, 
The ATTORNEY.GENERAL said: I move 

the adjournment of the debate. 
Mr. ]fiSHER : He:tr, hear ! 
Question put and passed. 
On the motion of Mr. FISHER, the resump

tion of the debate was made an Order of the Day 
for Friday, 27th instant. 

At 7 o'clock, the House, in accord<tnce with 
Sessional Order, p1·occcded ~vith Gm·crnment 
business. 

RHLWAY STANDING COMMITTEE 
BILL, ELECTIONS BILL, LIQUOR 
BILL. 

FIRST READINGS. 
The House having in committee affirmed the 

desirablene3s of introductin~ a Bill to provide 
for the appointment of a Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Railway vVorks and for other 
purposes ; a Bill to consolidate and amend the 
laws relating to parliamentary elPctions ; and a 
Bill to amend the laws relating to the sale of 
intoxicating liquor-the Bills were read a first 
timP, and the second readings made Orders of 
the Day for Tuesday, the 31st October. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF COl\!MITTEE-DEBATE ON 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
Question stated-That there be granted to 

Her Majesty for the service of the year 1899-
1900, a sum not exceeding .£300 for the Aide-de
Camp to His Excellency the Governor. 

Mr. DA WSON : I moved the adjournment of 
the debate when this question was before the 
Committee last with the full intention of con
tinuing it when it came before the Committee 
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again, but I rise now to say that I do not fePl 
physically fit to do it. I make the statement 
because I think it is due to hon. members to 
know why I do not continue the debate. 

T,he TREASURER : You will be able to speak 
aga1n. 

Mr. DA vVSON: Yes. I want to say that I 
do 1wt intend to go on with the debate now, but 
at a later. stage I may have something to say on 
the qnestwn. A matter has been engaging the 
attention of hon. members of thi;; Chamber for 
some time which they have not so far been able 
to get at. Acting under advice from the highest 
parliamentary authority we have, I understand, 
it can be taken np now, and therefore, without 
saying anything on the J<'inancial Statement, I 
shall give way to another hon. member. 

Mr. LES.INA (Clerm.ont): Some eight er ten 
days ago I mtended to have moved the adjourn
ment of the House to call attention to a matter of 
urgent public importance-to consider the 
necessity for ti1P Police Commission visiting the 
Northern and Central divisions of the colony 
before they complete their labours and send 
in their report. I think it is advisable at this 
stage to draw attention to the necessity for 
them visiting those divisions, and to offer my 
reasons for believing they should go to thos'e 
centres before they complete their examination. 
I think that nearly all dispassionate minded 
persons will admit that if the report of this 
Police Commission is to be at all comprehen
sive and representative, the members of the 
Commission, before they complete their labours, 
should visit those important centres of the 
colony, which so far have not been able to give 
evidence in connection with the administration 
of the Police :B'orce in Queemland. The ques
tion has already been raised by a question placed 
upon the business-paper some time ago by Mr. 
Dawson, and to which an answer was given by 
the Premier. The question asked whether it 
was intended that the Police Commission should 
visit the Northern and Central portions of the 
colony before they completed their labours. 
The Premier, in reply, read out a lettPr, from 
which it appeared that the Police Commission 
had sent a circular letter to nearly all the m"gis
trates throughout the various parts of the 
colony, asking them whether they thought it 
would be a wise thing for the Police Commission 
to go to those parts of the colony, and whether 
it was possible that evidenp,e would he forth
coming if the CnmmisBion visited those centres. 
'l'he letter the Premier read was to the effect 
that the general tenor of the replies received 
from the magistrates was that there was no 
evidence likely to be forthcoming in those 
centres. I do not know whether the Premier read 
the full text of the letter, but from what I know 
of the matter I am inclined to think that the 
whole of the letter was not read, and that some 
portion of it, for some purpose "hi eh I am not 
in a poRition to grasp, was not read to the House. 
Now, I believe that the writer of the letter 
which the Premier read out in reply to the 
question asked by Mr. Dawson added that 
though the magistrates in the various centres 
communicated with did not believn that any 
good purpose would be served by the CommiR
sion visiting the vari•ms centres in the North 
and the Centre, he did not feel himself that any 
particular weight could be attached to that 
argument. I believe there is not, and the Com
mission should, I think, visit those two centres 
of the colony before they complete their labours 
and send in their report. It is utterly impos
sible that this Po:ice Commission can bring 
in a report which will have anv useful effect 
at all if they do not obtain evidence in those 
centres. A Police Commission appointed some 
time ago in Ne,v Zealand spent five months in 

gathering evidence, and during the time they 
were engaged in gathering evide_nce, the:v visited 
almo"t every important centre 1n New Zealand. 
Their report, I believe, can be obtained in the 
library. It has been very carefully compiled, 
and contains most useful information, which, it 
is evident, the Commission!would neVEr have been 
able to obtain if they had not vieited the most 
important towns in New Zealand in quest. of it. 
Now, when the Government of New Zealand 
appointed that Commission their object was 
not to make it a farce, not merely to placate 
public opinion and meet a demand of a big 
section of the public, that the police admini
stration should be subjected to inquiry. They 
felt, as the public felt, that any commission 
appointed to inquire into the administration of 
the police department should be thoroughly 
representative; that it should not c.mfine its 
inquiries to the town of vVellington, but should 
be at liberty to go all over the northern and 
southern islands. All the important centres 
were visited, and useful information obtained, 
which was embodied in the report. Now, the 
Commission appointed in Queensland is one of 
those commissions which so far has justified its 
appointment. They have already gathered 
valuable evidence, ar.d if we are to judge 
by the tenor of the articles in the Press, 
I think the public of Northern and Central 

'Queeneland, "'bile giving the Commission a 
mead of praise for the work they have done, 
are anxious that they should visit those 
centres. It is recognised that the work they 
have done has been of such a useful charac
ter that it will have far-re«ching effects in im
proving the administration of the Queensland 
Police :B'orce, and if it has had a beneficial effect 
to inquire into the working of the police system 
in the South, the same re.<ult must naturally 
accrue in the Centre and North. The contention 
I make is that when this Comnri,sion has done 
such good work already, they should be allowed 
to do better work if possible, and the way to do 
better work is by leaving Brisbane and visiting 
the Central and Northern parts of the colony. 
It may be said that there is no object in 
them doing so. But there is. It is said 
that some members of the Commis>ion object 
to leaving Brisbane and going North. Mr. 
Unmaclr, one member of the Commission, 
cl<-sires to get back to his work in Brisbane. 
Mr. Sadleir w:;nts to get back to his southern 
home. Another gentleman also wants to get 
away. They are Ratisfied that they have done 
quite enough work already within the environ
ment of Bri,h:tne. The other two members of 
the Commission, the two men who have been the 
life and spirit of the Commis"ion-:\1r. Dickson 
and Juige Noel-who have done very excellent 
work, are anxious to go to the North and Centre 
to get evidence upon various matters. 

Mr. LEAHY: They certainly have done good 
work. 

Mr. LESINA: I think the public generally 
recognise that, and they are anxious that they 
should do better, and the only way to do better 
is to make inquiry outside of Brisbane. Some 
time ago when the various police magistrates 
were circularised for the purpose of obtaining 
opinions as to whether it was possible to obtain 
further evirlence in the Centre and theN orth, the 
gH1eral tenor of their replies was that they did 
rwt know that anybody desired to give evidence. 
But take one instance as a reply to that state
ment. There is the town of Gatton, which has 
become notorious because of certain murders 
committed there. '.rhe Police CommiEsion 
advertised in the local papers that they would 
he at Gatton on a certain date, and they 
desired persons who wished to give evidence to 
send in to them information upon the various 
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matters they desired to speak. 'No replies were 
forthcoming, and when the Commission went to 
Gatton they went there not knowing whether 
one witness would be forthcoming. They opened 
their sitting, and eight witnesses camA forward 
and gave evidence regarding the Gatton tragedy. 
Again, there is another illustration in connection 
with the Oxley ca<e. The Commission have 
unearthed most valuable evidence w hi eh the 
police themselves could not gather, and I think 
we can safely aRSume that if the Commission 
visited Rockhampton, Townsville, Charters 
To;Yer~--

Mr. KERR : 'What about Longreach ? 

Mr. LESINA: Yes, I would like to see them 
go there, and to Hughenden and Barcaldine, and 
any other Northern or Central town where 
inquiry would be useful, and in which they 
would he able to gather evidence upon various 
matters in which the police have been working 
nnsucce<,fully. There is this fact that I would 
like to impress upon the public: The Xorthm·n 
and Central porthns of the colony will have 
to pay, conjointly with the ~onth, the codt of 
this Commi,sion. I suppose it will run iuto 
£2,000, or £3,000, or £4,000, and the people 
generally will have to pay for it. Is it there
fore wise to appoint a commission which is 
going to sit in one corner of the colony and 
gash er e victence in regard to crimes committed 
in that part of the colony only while they 
ignore the Central and Northern parts of the 
colony? I have heard no argument which would 
convince me that it would not be a wise and 
judicious step to send that Commis·<ion to the 
Northern and Central portions of the colony. 
Nearly all the newspapers in the North and 
Centre, and some of those in the Soul h, are 
advocating it. The Courie1· has ncently, in 
several articles clr.nvn attention to the neces
sity for extending the sphere of inquiry. They 
have pninted out that where the lives and 
prop~rty of the citizens are at stake, where the 
administration of the force haR been brought into 
question, it is onlv a wise thing that every 
part of the colony should be visited which 
it is possible to vioit within the prescribed 
time that the Commission have to do their work, 
and that the question of expen··e should not 
enter into the calculation at all. It may be 
said that it will c"st a lot of money to send the 
Oommis,ion to theN orthern ttnd Central portions 
of the colony. Do we always consider the cost 
of doing- a certain public work when th<tt work 
is considered beneficial, and when it concerns 
the lives and property of the citizens? Only a 
night or two ago we decided to send away a 
contingent of troops to South Africa to tttke 
part in a war which has for its purpose the 
granting of certain British citizens, in common 
with others, certain poli'ical rights which are 
denied to them by a forei~n power. vV e propose 
to spend anything from £30,000 to £50,000 upon 
that. and if we can spend such a sum of money 
in fighting the cause of persons who live out of 
Queensland, shall we hesitate about a paltry 
£2,000 or so, when the lives and property of our 
own citizens are at stake ? This Commission 
has been appointed to gather evidence ; to find 
out how far the administration of the Police 
Force has been carried out with effect. Well, if 
we are going to make its report representative, 
the members of that Commisoion must of neces
sity go outside Brisbane to gather information 
on which to ba'e their conclusions. I tell you 
that, in some of the Northern towns of the 
colony, a reign of terrorism prevails. In Charters 
Towem alone there have been two explosions, 
and the Government have, in each case, offered 
£1,000 reward for the disco very of the perpetrators. 
Another outrage is the cutting of the throats of a 

rmmber of valuable liorses on· Charters Towers. 
The authors of that crime have not 

[7•30 p.m.] been discovered, although the Go· 
vernment have offered big rewards. 

There are also several undiscovered murders for 
which the Government have offered big rewards. 
'l'here have been several cyanide works robbed 
d gold to the amount of several hundred pounds, 
and the perpetrators of these deeds have not been 
di<covered so far. The other night a c!ergyman 
of my acquaintancewJs stuck up practically by a 
highway robber. He dH not report the matler to 
the policP; but I know that it is so from his own 
lips. No evidence has been obtainfd by the 
police of that district to track any of these 
criminals. Charters Towers is but one town. 
In Townsville tlwre are various crimes undis
covered in whieh big rewards have been offered 
by the police, 

The 'I'REASl'RER : \Vhat kind of crimes ? 
J'dr. LE::liNA: In connection with the gamb

ling-the evidence·gathering in connection with 
Detective Grimshaw. These are the cases I 
referred to. There are several murders at 
Mackay, the adjoining port. 

The SECllE1'ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Some 
years ago you refer to. 

Mr. LESINA: It matters not. I see, looking 
down the columns of the Government Gazette, 
large sums of money offered for the apprehension 
of persons who have been guilty of crimes in 
these districts. The sending of the Commission 
there to obtain evidence in connection with these 
crimes, and in connection with tbe failure of 
the police to discover the perpetrators of 
these crimes is very reasonttble, and one 
to which no reasonable-minded person can 
offer any objection. I have pointed out that 
on the score of expfnse they can offer no objec
tion, bc,cause if they cJ.n spend £40,000 or 
£50,000 in sending men to the Transv~al to 
protect the interests of the people there, they 
cannot object to spending an extra thousand 
pounds to protect the interests of the people of 
Queensland whether they live in the North or the 
Centre. ::lo far, the scope of the Commission has 
been confined exclusively to Brisbane, and as far 
as we can judge, the Commission, or a majority 
of the Commission, are against going North. If 
they ttre to give a comprehensive report-a 
report that will be nsefnl in the future-they 
will have to go further afield to oht<till evidence. 
There are the police at Charters Towers who want 
to give evidence. There are business people in 
iYiackay, Townsville, Cairns, and Cooktown, 
and therP. are also business people in Rock
hampton, Barc.tldine, Longreacb, and Clermont, 
who want to give evidence, and are they going 
to pay their own expenses to come down? 
They could not possibly, even if they could afford 
to pay their own expense, leave their businesses 
for some considerable time to come down here for 
the purpose of adding to the usefulne8S of this 
report. The Commission must go to thc·m. If 
the majority of the members are opposed to 
going they should resign their positions. As a 
matter of fact, the matter slwuld not be left to 
them at all. They should be imtrueted to go. 
The House should express it,J opinion on the 
matter. I am sure the majority of the members 
for the North and Centre are in favour of the 
Commission visiting the North and Centre, and 
I believe there are membera in the Southern 
portion of the colony who are in favour of it 
extending the sphere of its labours. Therefore, 
I think it is a wisP thing, at this stage of the 
proceedings, to point out that, to my mind, 
it is a very wise thing that the Commission 
should extend its labours and visit these centres. 
Other members of the Committee may have some
thing to say with respect to this matter. The 
points I have briefly laid before you are, to my 
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mind, evidence enough in themselves that if 
the Commission is going to be useful, and its 
report nothing more than a farce, it should 
certainly extend its labours so as to include the 
Northern and Central portions of the colony. 
·what argument can be advanced why the 
Commission should not go to the North and 
Centre? I have not heard so far, in private 
conversation, or by reading the papers, any 
argument which influences me in the belief that 
it should not go further aHeld in search of 
information or evidence, or which would induce 
me to believe that it would do harm by extend
ing the sphere of its labours. I do not know 
that any hon. member can offer such an argu
ment. I shonld be anxious to hear it. I have 
gone through the files of the newspapers in 
the library-papers published in Townsville 
Rockhampton, Barcaldine, Longreach, Charter~ 
Towers, and Hughenden-and there is an 
anxiety expressed by the people there, if the 
Press represents their feeling correctly, that the 
IJ.:>mmission should certainly visit those centres 
and give the business men and the citizenB of 
those places the opportunity of giving the Com
mission the evidence in their possession with 
regard to the administration of the Police 
Department. We cannot expect them to come 
down here, either by train or steamer, and 
spend weeks to give evidence. It is absurd. 
With respect to the police themselves, it may 
he said that those in the North and Centre 
who have got co:nplaints against their superiors, 
or who may have had disputes amongst them 
can send a delegate to Brisbane to tell th~ 
Commission the facts of the disputes and the 
opinions expressed by members of the force. 
I have spoken to members of the Police Force 
in Rockhampton, more especially in connec
tion with the federation referendum, Charters 
Towers, and 'l'ownsville, and I find there i$ a 
desire on their part to meet the Commission and 
give evidence with respect to police administra
tion. Detective Grimshaw's case alone shows 
the necessity of sending the Commission, before 
it completes its labours, to Townsville, if it is sent 
to no other town at all in the Northern part of 
the colony. As I pointed out before, the other 
objection is that it will cost anotl:ler £300 or £400 
or £1,000. One last word before I conclude. I 
have spoken to members of this Chamber in 
conne~tion with this matter, and it also appears 
to be !m pressed on many of them-I hope they 
will express their opinions to-night before it is 
settled-that it would be a good th-ing to send the 
Commission to thEse two centres, which, so far, 
have been ignored in the maUer. In conversa
tion with many of them they pointed out that the 
members of the Commission ate opposed to going. 
The members of this Commission are servants of 
the people of Queensland. They are and will be 
pa1d by the peopl-= of llueensland for the services 
they render. The object in appointing the Com
mission is to gather evidence of a character which 
will be suitable for the future use of the country, 
and for the purpose 0f more honestly administer
ing affairs in connection with the Police Force in 
the future. If one of the members of the Com
mission or a majority of its members are opposed 
to going, those memuers who are opposed to 
going should certainly have the decency to 
resign their seats and give place to others who 
are willing to do the work. As I pointed out, 
there are only three members who object to going 
anywhere else outside Brisbane for evidence. 
There is Mr. Unmack, who wants to stay here 
and attend to his business, and who thinks the 
Commission has done well enough. There is Mr. 
Sadleir, who holds a brief for the police, and 
wants to get back, and there is the other gentle
man--

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : Mr. Garvin. 

Mr. LESINA: Who desires to get back to 
his southern residence. If those three gentle· 
men want to go away and attend to their 
business let them go, and let the other two 
who have taken a most important and most 
useful part in this inquiry, and whose work 
speaks fo;· itself-that of Judge Noel and Mr. 
Dickson-with three others who will co-operate 
with them loyally, obtain information in the 
North and Central portions of Queensland. 
If that is done I shall be perfectly satisfied, 
and I think the Government will have done a 
work for which the people of those parts of 
th~ colony will be grateful; and when the 
report of the Commisgion is presented it will 
not only be of use to ParliatnetJt, bnt it will 
lead to an improvement in police administration 
in the future. 

The PHEMIER (Hon. J. R. Dickson, 
Bulimua): I presume the hon. gentleman has 
been addressing us in connection with the 
financial debate. Is that so? The hon. gentle
man has introduced the subject in connection 
with the financial debate, otherwise it seems to 
me ultra vires of the motion which is on the 
paper for discussion on the Budget. I should 
like to learn if the hon. gentleman has spoken
of course he is at liberty to select his topic--bu,t 
it would be desirable to know whether the speech 
with which he has favoured us is his speech on 
the Financial Statement? 

Mr. McDoNALD : That is his business. 
Mr. FISHER: To quiz is not usual. 
The PREMIER: It. is not usual for the 

financial debate to be opened with the selection 
of a special topic ; it is usual in discussing the 
redres;; of griev::tnces before Supply to embrace 
a review of the whole of the subjects embodied 
in the speech of the 'l'reasnrer, and to emphasise 
any particular subject deemed necessary ; but it 
is most unusual for an hon. member introducing 
a discussion on the Budget simply to eelect one 
topic alone, and then to oonsider that he is at 
liberty to resume the deb:tte upon other subjects 
on the financial debate. I very much regret that 
the leader of the Opposition has been debarred 
from opening the debate in a legitimate form. I 
have no objection to it heing opened by the hon. 
member for Clermont in the form in wbii!h it 
has been opened so long as we understand that 
it is his speech nn the financial debate. I accept 
it in that lighr, and in that light I will reply to 
him as I would to the leader of the Opposition 
if he bad opened the debate. It is of course a 
very important subject which the hon. member 
has dealt with, but it does not form any feature 
of the Budget Speech of rr.y hon. friend the 
Treasurer, which is a very able review of the 
finances of the colony. And while speaking on 
that subject, I think the Treasurer of this 
colony might well have received from the 
leader of the Opposition the usual compli· 
mentary expressions on exhibiting to the 
people of the colony the view of its finances 
in the lucid, clear, and intelligent manner 
in which he has done. It has been customary 
within my knowledge of parliamentary proce
dure for the leader of the OpposHion to express 
a few graceful words acknowledging the care and 
attention which the Treasurer for the time being 
has devoted to the very intricate yet interesting 
subject; and I am sure hon. members on both 
sides will agree with me that the Treasurer, on 
this occasion, has certainly placed before us a 
review of the whole position of the colony-finan
cial, commercial, industrial, agricultural, and 
otherwise-in such a. manner as to command our 
attention, and, as far as many of us are con
cerned, our highest approbation. 

Mr. HARDACRE : Y on want to raise a. different 
question. 
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The PREMIER: I want to underdtand on 
what ground I stand. Am I replying to the 
hon. member's speech on the Financial Statement? 
I assume that l am. 

Mr. HAI\DAORE : No. 
The PRI~MIER: If any hon. member has 

spoken on this question to-night without bringing 
to be-.t· his views on the :Financial Statement, he 
is taking advantage of the forms of Parliament in 
a manner not justified by anything done before. 
There Hhould be a c:>rtain amount of relevancy. 

Mr. LESINA: I merely desired to raise that 
rnrticular question. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member has other 
opportunities of doing th:1.t to-night. The Chair
man is in the chair for the purpose of discussing 
the question whether £300 should be granted to 
the aide-de-camp. 'l'he hon. member id at 
liberty to traverse the whole scheme of govern
ment and their delinquencieB, or otherwise the 
whole platJorm; at the same time he ought to 
have attached his speech to a review of the 
:Finuncial Statement. That is unmistakable. 
The leader of the Opposition would have 
traversed a much wider range of subjects than 
the hon. member has, but in reply to the hon. 
gentleman I shall reply to him as having criti
cised the Financial Statement. 

Mr. LESINA: No-only one question. 
The PREMIER: That is the only justifica

tion for him speaking at the present time. I am 
confident that my position is correct-that in 
taking up that one topic the hon. gentleman has 
committed him~elf to his speech on the Financial 
Statement. I prPsmne so. 

Mr. FISHER: The hon. gentleman knows he 
can raise it again when the Speaker is in the 
chair-when the Speitker is being moved out of 
the ch"ir to go into Supply, he can raise it then. 

The PREMIER: That would be exce~dingly 
bad form, and has never been done before. I can 
ouly attribute the c·.mrse taken by the hon. 
gentleman to inexperience of parliamentary 
procedure, because dealing with one subject 
onlv is not the usual form in which to debate 
the. Financial Statement. 

Mr. DAWSON: He acted on the advice of 
the Speaker. 

:i'IIr. LESINA : I made my speech on the advice 
of the Speaker with resp2ct to one topic alone. 

The PREMIER : I am certain that if the 
Speaker or any other parliaroentary authority 
were appealed to be would say thnt while the 
hon. gentleman had a perfect right to freedom 
of discw>sion, at the same time his speech de
livered at this juncture while the Chairman is in 
the chair, must be accepted as his speech on the 
Financial Statement, and not otherwise. That 
is the point, and in that light I reply to the hon. 
gentleman. I can assure the hon. gentleman and 
the Committ~e that the Government are mosc 
desirous that this Police Commission should ob
to.in the fullest inforruationand evidence thmugh
out the colony. Every facility ha'l been placed 
at their dieposal; they ha•;e been constituted in 
a manner which, I think, has commanded general 
respect. The members of that Commiosion are 
most able, intelligent men, culled not only from 
Qneensland, but from other States of Australia, 
where they occupy very prominent positions. 
They have d01w, I believe, very good work, and I 
think their work will bear good fruit. 'Ne have not 
seen their report yet, but I am confident that 
report will contain may recommendati<.ns which 
will tend to reorganise reform and vitalise our 
Police Department. But I say this Commission 
have at all times been allowed the fullest oppor
tunity of investigation; no limic whatever 
has been placed upon the number of witnesses 
they may choose to call ; no limit has been placed 
upon the number of police who have been allowed, 

if they chose, to come to Brisbane and give their 
evidence. Their exp<:>nses ho,ve all been paid, and 
no member of the police has been restricted, and 
no member of the puhlic has been debarred, from 
giving evidence as fully and freely D,s he chose 
before the CommissiOn. They have been guarded 
from any consequence of fre~dom of speech-that 
is to say, from the consequence of any 
feeling manife,;ted before their superior officers 
if thtir stcttements were adverse or tended 
to criticise the action of their superior officers. 
As a rnatter of fact I have never seen a commis
sion where more latitude has bb)n allowed with 
reJard to witne"i':les giving evidence, and \Vhere 
witnesse" h:we been more safeguarded in connec
tion with the giving of their evidence. 

Mr. McDoNALll : Have they power to pay the 
expenses of the witnesses from the North? 

The PRR];l.HER: The whole of the expenses 
of these witnesoes have bee'l paid without 
demur. If the Commission still want further 
witneeses, or if the police in other parts of the 
colony want their grievances placed before the 
Commission, they will have the fullest oppor· 
tunity of so doing, without any injury or pre
jndice to themselves. 

Mr. LESINA : Business persons from the 
North cannot come clown here and neglect their 
bu~iness. 

The PREMIER : They are allowed to come 
if they 80 desire. 

The TREAS<CRER: How many business men in 
Brisbane have desired to give evidence? 

The PREMIER: I wi•h this to be under
stood: That every f»cility has been afforded to 
the Commission by the Government +.o tmvel, in 
order to obtain evidence, whether it is policemen 
or private citizens who desire to give evidence; 
but I do say that it is unusual for any Govern
ment to in:;lrnct any Royal Commission to go to 
any part of the colony. The members of the 
Commission must use their own judgment in the 
matter. If the hon. member for Clermont 
chooses to ca.Jl for the correspondence in this 
matter, he will see that the fulle&t facilities have 
been Rfforderl to the Commission, if they desire to 
itinerate. 'When the Government received the 
first intimation that some of the members of the 
Commission desired to travel, I pointed out that 
they bad not fully exhausted the scope of their 
investigations in the South, where some serious 
crimes had been committed, and they should 
endeavour to discover what had bem left undone 
by the police here, or what mistakes might have 
been made; became the sooner those mistakes 
are rE·ctified the sooner will justice be put on the 
right track. 

Mr. LESINA : The strong point is that this 
matter should not be left to the Commission. 

The PRE:\>IIER: The hon. member seems to 
think that the mission of the Commission is to 
detect crime in all parts of the colony, but their 
duty is tn di•covec whether the police lllethods 
are good and up b date. The Commi~sion has 
hitherto been engaged in these places where 
crimes haYe occurred of late, and yet their 
investigations have not covered the whole of 
these matters. The Commission must use their 
own judgment as to the necessity of travelling, 
and we should not interfere with them in that 
respect. If they •ay tha,t their investigations 
are not completE', and that they wish to proceed 
to other parts of the colony, the Government 
will place the fullest and most complete facilities 
at their disposal. 

Mr. LESINA: The majority of them are against 
travelling. 

The PRJ<:MIER: Well, the Commissioners 
are the best judges of that. 

Mr. LESINA: Mr. Unmack is one of those 
who does not wish to travel. 
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The PRE:YIIEI't : I do not think it is right or 
decorous to introduce the name of that gentle
man. I know that he has done excellent work 
in the past in any position he has been appointed 
to, and the GO\-ernment place fnll reliance on 
what that gentlerrmn is doing and will do .As 
a matter of fact, he has not said anything to 
me on the matter, but the Gov· rnment pbce 
the fulleRt confidence in that gentleman as one 
of the members of this Police Commission. If 
the Commission desire to travel, e>•ery facility 
will be afforded them to do so; but I thiuk it 
would be very unwise for the Government or 
Parliament to· interfere with them and say they 
mnst go here or there. If they were to appoint 
a sub-committee to pwceed t.o other parts of the 
colony, the Government will give them every 
facility for doing so. 

IIONOUHABLB l\1EMBEitS: Hear, hear! 
The PRE.MIEfl: I think that may be a way 

ou~ of the present difficulty-that is if the Com
mission "pprove of it; but I am not going to inter
fere with them. From past experience I have 
arrived s,t the conclusion that all they will learn 
by travelling is that the police elsewhere hwe 
more complaints with regard to promotions, or 
something ot that sort, and as they ha,-e already 
learned the views of a large number of po!ice in 
this category, I think their report will contain 
some proper snggestions on this point. I do 
not "' e that anything more can be done by 
the Government. The hon. member for C!Lr· 
mont may relieve his mind of any irlP:1 that tJ-e 
Governrnent d(sire to restrict the Comn1ission in 
their freedom of action. I hope the re- ult of 
the Commisshm's efforts will redound to the 
improvement of the P-•lice Force, as I believe it 
will; not that I wish in any way to disparage 
the efficiency of the police service-althongh I 
think there may be snme room for improvement 
in the Criminal Inve·,tig,ttion Branch. Bnc we 
must not judge too harshly in this respect by 
what we have heard. I feel it is hardly nee< s
sary for me to say more at present, bu> as the 
hon. member for Clermont has at this stage 
spoken on the police que,tion, according to 
parliamentary u~nge ~.:v0 rnnst accept his speech 
as one on the Financial Statement. In that 
light I have replied to him, but I think it 
would have been more convenient for him if 
he had chosen another time to introduce this 
suhje~t. I trust that what I have said will 
satisfy the hon. member that the Government 
desire as much as he does that Lefore the 
Connnh:sion conclude their evidence that they 
will exhaust all the subjects referred to them, 
and that they will make a report to Parliament 
which will be wnrtl1y of the Police Force and 
tend to on improvement of the service. 

HoNOUR,\llLE METhlllERS : Hc,~r, hc01r! 
Mr. HARD ACRE (Lcichhardt): I think wme 

credit should be given to the hon. 
[8 p.m.] member for Clermont for the object 

he has in view. No doubt it would 
havG been more convenient, and it wcmld have 
given greater prominence to the que8tion, if the 
discu,sion of this particular matter had been 
raised in the Hou,e, before the Speaker left the 
chair, rather than in committee. I believe that 
was the desire of the hon. member for Cletm'>nt, 
but UlH.ler n. lnisapprehensiPn, no doubt, though, 
after consultation with ce,-tain other members, 
he thought this WRS the right way. His idea, as 
far as I could gathrr, was not to deal with the 
general question of the Financial Statement, but 
to raise this particular eubject for discussion. 
The last ehys of the Commission's lahoms are 
approaching, and it is believed teat there is, on 
the part of several m'~'rnbers of that Cotnmission, 
a de,ire to visit other parts of the colony with the 
view of enl.1rging the scope of their inquiry and 

coming to wider results. At the same time there 
is no doubt that some of them, whilst, perhaps, 
they have no objection to a snb-committee 
travelling, have themselves a, natural reluctance 
to leave their own business. That reluctance pre
vents the Commission from tra,·elling as a whole. 
I do not know how true it is, but there is a feel
ing that the Pranier is aver~e to their going to 
the other parts of the colony. I am very glad to 
learn, from the Pren1ier'.s remarks to-night, that 
he has no ohjection at all to their go\n~;, pro
vided that they themselvc; think it is dbirable 
to go. That will remove a misapprehension 
from the minds of a number of people. 

The Hmm SEem l'ARY : It he~s been stated 
here over ~Lncl over a~ain. 

Mr. HARJJACl1E: It is the first time I have 
he .rd it. I had the opinion that the Premier 
had an objection to finding the expenditure that 
would have to i.>e incurred by their traYe!liCJg, 
and I am very glarl to find tbat tba~ is not so. I 
differ with the Premier on this one matter. He 
has no objection to their going, but he desires to 
leave it alto;,ether to the judgment of the Com
rnis;ion themselves. I think it should not be 
loft altogether to their judgment. They at least 
ought tu pay some deference to thu expr£3Sed 
wishes of members of country di,tricts. Though 
they themselves may not see any good re ults 
come from it, if the mc·mbers for country dis
tricts think that good results would come, th<>t 
there is a necessity for them to go there, and 
that they would find ont m:my matters which 
require to be remedied in connection with the 
poliCl', the CorruniRsion ought, and pro1Jably 
would, 1·ay some deference to their desire' anc! 
make the vbit. I desire to support the renmrk 
of the hem. member for Clermont that it is 
the gcnPral desire of the pe,;ple in the Central 
distrbt that the Commission should vioit that 
part of the colony. 'Nhat the opinion of the 
people of the North is I c;,nnot '" ty from my own 
kn<Jwlerlge, but I believe it is the same. 
:From the conversations I have had with police 
o·fficers theme-elves I gather that dis,;ctisfaclion 
and di;, ,ffection are widespread in the police 
force in the \Vestern and Central districts. I 
b8lieve the Commission would learn many things 
out there by actual visits and personal observ,ttion 
which they e,1!1 gain no idea of from the informa
tion they ean ~;ain from pcJlice officers around the 
Brisbane district. Therefore I think the sugges
tion of the Premier is a good one- th~t if the 
Commission cannot go as a body, a sub-committee 
of the Cormniocjon 'hould be appointel for the 
pnrpo'je of 1nakiug an inve:1tigation in the 
furthc·r parts of the colony. 

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon): I am ,,err sorry 
that my hem. col!e<•gue, the le ,,der of this party, 
is not physically ce pa ble of taking part in this 
de hate tn-ni ;ht. I am also sorry that an irre
gularity has occurred in the "ay the question of 
the Police Cmnmission ha' baen brought forward 
by the hon. member for Clermont. I under
stood the bon. 1wmber to oay be acted on the 
advice of the SJ,e dur. At any rate, there se"'ms 
to have been a mistake made somewhere. The 
Premier, and I do not blame him for it, Hpeakint; 
on behalf of bi' colleagne, the Tre,klll er, took it 
as a discourte'y that the leader of this £ide did 
not mftke any remarks. 

The TrmASl!ItEI\: Not on mv behalf. 
Mr. BROWKE: Not at tlie hon. gentleman·s 

request, I know, but I give him credit for speak
ing on behalf of his own colleague if be thought 
he had been slighted. \Vhat I want to s .. y is 
that I am very certain the last thing the leader 
of this party, or any member of it, would do 
would be to slight the Treasurer in any way, 
however much they may disagree with him. 
Although there are many things in the State
ment that I cannot agree with, I am prepared to 
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give the Trea,urer .every credit for the way he 
hail laid his Statement before us every year since 
he has had charge of the fhmnces of the colony. 
And the hon. gentleman can claim for himself 
that his prognostications hw J been pretty well 
realised. I an1 not going into a lengthy discus
sion on tlv financial part of his Statement. 
I do not happen to be a budding Treasurer. 
\Yhen I was a new member I used to sit up 
nig-ht after night going thr:mgh figures, and 
fixing- them np in different ways, in conjunction 
with an old. friend and colleague, Mr. Ra·,., lingo>, 
the thert member for Woothakata. Bllt after 
a year or two we found that, however we 
mixed up the figures, when it came to real 
juggling, the Trcasurm· w~s ahvays a good few 
paces ahead of us. Until I happen t' be a 
collctg-ue of the Treasnrer I sh:tll not attempt 
it ag.tin. \Vith regard to the fi>;·urel before us, 
the 'fn,asarer again has u surplus, this time of' 
.£14il,OOO. I do not doubt that for a moment, 
and am qnite willing to t<tl<e hi< word for it, and 
I congratulate him upon it. \Ve must all 
admit that during the lasc few year,; the colony 
ha, been r.;oing ahead. \Vith good senons and 
the increased output from our mine., the colony 
must go ahead. No doubt hem. members r.n that 
side will say it is good government that is 
m'tking it go ahead. vV e on this Fide are 
quite at liberty to express the opinion that the 
country is going ahead and recuperating in spite 
of bad government, and that it would get ahead 
much faster if we were on the other side of 
the House. I cannot help noticing the great 
increase during the last few years in our revenne 
and our expenditure. In the first Financial 
Statement I had the plea,ure of listening to, 
in 1803, there was nearly £1,000,000 difference 
in both revenlle and expenditure. In the 
Bndget Speech for 1883, Sir Thomas :!\1cll
wraith es '·imated the revenue for the year 
1803-94 at .£3,375,500. The revenue expected 
for the year 1899-HJOO is .£4,388,445, being an 
increr,se in six years of .£1,012, 9-!ti. The same 
with regard to the expencliture. The expendi
ture for 1893-9-1 was estimated to be £3,378,690. 
'l'he expenditure for the year 1899-1~)00 is set 
down at .£4,364,-120 - again an increase of 
nearly £1,000,000; so tlmt there is not the 
slightC>;t doubt about the colony going ahead, 
judging by r.he revenue and expenditure. The 
only thing fmther I will say with regurcl to the 
figures in the I<'inancial Statement is th"t, look
ing through the Estimates, I notice there is a very 
large number of increases in all departments of the 
servicP. I am not very much objecting to that. 
In a great many instances they may be deserved; 
but I would point out to the Trea;;urer-·sanguine 
as he is, and though his expectations have so far 
been verified-that we do not knoiV when a 
little bit of rough times may come again ; and 
when things are booming like they have been the 
last year or two, frum the Treasurer',; point of 
view, it is advisftble not to incre,1se our expendi
ture too fast. It is better to have a little 
snrplus instead of spending every farthing 
coming in, so as to provide for a bad day. There 
are several matters referred to in the Statement 
that I am going to criticise, and I think I shall 
be able to give good reasons for'my criticism 
in f'ach ca~e. An1ong the sources of revenue 
mentioned in the TreaAurer's Statement the 
first I shall deal with is under the heading 
of "trade D,nd cmnmerce- hnports," pa~·e 7. 
About the middle of the page, among the 
various items specified, are '" acids, chen1icals, 
drugs, including opium." Now, the-re are ROtne 
very serious charges being made against the 
Government at the present time with regdrd 
to the traffic in ovium. Hon. members will 
remember that a little while ago I moved for a 
return showing the amount of opium imported 

into the colony from 1st January, 1898, to 30th 
,June, 1899. My reason for asking for the retnrn 
for that period is that the Aboriginals Protec
tion Act came into force in the beginning of 
1898. According to that ret.urn, the amount of 
opium importeti during that period was 
33,GH21<;, lb., and the duty paid was £33,G92 
5s. 41. \Vuen you come to look at it, that is a 
fe;<rful amount of opium to be brought into a 
little colony like this. Then look at the places 
where the largest quantity h"s been itr1ported. 
The highe."t on the list is TClwnsYille, where 
10 un lb. were landed inside of eighteen 
mbnths. ]'\ ext to that-and a great deal worse 
when you consider the pqpnlation--is the little 
town of Cairns, where 6,UG9lb. have boen landed 
inside of nine months. 

Mr. DUNSJ!'Olm: Australia for the white man. 
l\Ir. BROWNE: Of cours~ we know that it 

med to he said of Cairns that it is a place where 
a white man takes off his hat to a Chinaman. 

l\Ir. G!VE"'S: 'l'hat is a distinct liLel on Cairns. 
The TR!cASUREH: 'I'he consumption of opium 

is falling off all the time. 
Mr. BROWNJ£: It is very hard to cay. I 

have information to the contrary. 
Mr. Du"'Sb'OHD : More is being smuggled 

perhaps. 
Mr. BROvVNE: I shall ouote from the 

report of the Government Resident at Thurs· 
day Island, the Hon. John Douglas-agentleman 
who is repected by everyone in this House. I 
may point out here that the reason I am 
bringing this matter up more especially is 
that when the Aboriginals Protection and 
Restriction of the Sale of 0 pium Bill was 
passed the Poisons Act was repealed, as it 
was contended that the former measnre contained 
more stringent provision. than the Poisons Act. 
The distinct charge is now made against the 
Government that since the passing of the Abori
ginals Prob.cction Act they have sent instructions 
to their olficers not to enforce thi~ duty. 

The Hm11c SECRETARY : Do you say that 
the Poioons Act was repealed? 

:Mr. BROWNE: So far as it applied to the 
Aboriginals Protection and Restriction of the 
Sale of Opium .Act. I think the hon. gentleman 
referred to that himself. 

'fhe Ho>IE SECRETARY: Yes, but you made no 
modification. 

Mr. BRO WNE: I will read a short extract 
from l\1r. Douglas's report for 1898-his last 
report. On page 6 he says--

As for the restriction of the sale and distribution of 
opium, which has been most explicitly provided for 
under the Act-
That is the Aboriginals Protection Act-
I have already pointed out in my report of last year 
that the Act has been ignored, and pl'actically repealed 
by the instruction i~sued under Executive authority by 
which the sale of opium has been sanctioned. The 
aboriginals of this pvrtion of Australia are very little 
given to opnun smoldng-the practice can scarcely be 
said to exist among them. \Ve know, of cour::e, that it 
prevails inland, and that it has the worst possible effect 
upon the natives. The Act, however, clrarly contem
plated that it would be a pp tied not only to the abori
ginals, but als'J to " certain other inhabitants of the 
colony, to whom great and widespread injury is being 
caused by the commrnptiou of opium." Here, the 
Chinese and .:lialays are regular consumers of opium. 
Their Pxample spreads, a11d sometimes even con
taminates Europeans. After the pa.:;sing of the Act it 
was found that tlw stringent provisions of the 
Art were likely to make the sale and consumption of 
opium difficult if not In·lpossible. The Act was exceed
inblY unpopular among the Chinese a.t Cairns, as it 
was likely to be. At this ptacc the police \V ere enabled, 
under the provhdons of the Act, to close the opium 
den~ which bad become the seed~plots of idleness and 
immoraliLy. Sutficient pressure, however, was brought 
to bear upon tb,e Executive, and the Act itself was 
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suppressed. The Collectors o! Customs at the different 
ports were directed to invite applicatwns for the sale 
of opium, and the!:::e applications were authorised on the 
conditi•m that a monthly return should be made to 1 he 
police of the wholesale and retail dealers. 

At the pre$Cnt time there are two wholesale deale1·s 
in opium at this place, and there are eight retail 
dealers. It is needle~~ to say that the opium dens are 
now comfortably esta.blishr,l, and cn.n set the police at 
defiance. Section 13 of the Act for regulatmg the flale 
an1:1use of poisons is also repealed. so th.'J. t the sa:e of 
opium is ah.;;olutely unrestricted, and this it seems to 
me demanDs the attention of the IJegislature. If it is 
deemed desirable that the sale f::hould be anthori.•c.fld, 
then those portions of the Act of 18H7 which refer to 
the prohibition of it ~hould be repealed by the Legisla
ture, and the Executive should be relieved of the 
responsibilities which they have, for good rcnsons I 
prc~ume, talmn upon themselves. 
~must ad~ that the. use or rather the abuse of smoking 

op1um has m some mstnnces extended to white men 
and women, and if the habit is allowed to grow I reel 
satisfied that it will work im•alculrtble mischief--mis
chief far beyond that of alcoholic excess. 
I think words like those from a gentleman of t.he 
position and experience of the Hon. John 
Douglas should have some weight, even if the 
words of a humble individual like myself do not. 
Y( e know that; all over the colony this opium 
vtce is spreading, that Asiatic aliens especially 
ate regular users of opium, and that;, as the Hon. 
John Douglas points out, other aliens are also 
addicted to i !;, All along the coast of the N ort;h, 
and in fact; further down, the vice is spreading. 
I have been told by squatters who have been in 
the habit of employing blacks on their stations. 
and who had good reliable blacks whom they 
fed well, clothed well, and lookerl after
that those blacks had now got from China.men 
the habit of using opium, and were perfectly 
usel~ss to white employers, because neither 
feedmg them well nor clothing them well would 
keep them unless they could get; opium. Two 
gentlemen told me that at last in self-defence if 
they wanted to keep blacks about t.he place at all 
they had to give them a lit;tle opium. "\Ve know 
the mbchief it; doe,, an j we know the Ohine'e 
dens ~hat e.xist in many towns in the colony, 
even m Bnsbane. It 1s a se•ndal that in a 
country like this such thinf'S shnuld exist as 
those mentioned by the Hon. John Donglaq, and 
they have been verified to me by different 
cu~toms officials, who have told me that they 
have instructions that instead of curying out; 
the terms of that Act, they are to suspend its 
operations and invite applications for the snle 
of opium, so that the sale nf that drug is go1in" 
on unrestricted, It would he far better t~ 
have a deficit every year than to obtain a 
surplus by raising revenue in this way more 
esvecially when it.is distinctly against the pro
visions of the Act. There is a great deal of talk 
about the unreliable whiteman who takes a glass 
of beer, and happens to get; drunk now and 
again, and it is said that he cannot; be depended 
upon, and yet the very persons who say thnt are 
willing to allow opium dens to exist, and the 
smoking of opium to go on, though it is a ten 
times more terrible vice than the vice of drink
ing. One hon. member opposite taunted us the 
<•ther day when another fjnestion Wll.S under dis
cussion by asking ns, "Are you British or are 
you Boers ?" I think we are jnRtified in throwing 
back that taunt, and asking the occupants of 
the front 'Treasury bench, "Are you white
m~n or are you coloured aliens?" I have brought 
thts matter forward, because I think it is one of 
the most important matters referred to in the 
Financial Statement, inasmuch as it effects the 
social position, the morals, and the physique of a 
great many people in the colony. If the Govern
ment are inclined to pamper aliene, if those people 
must be allowed to have their opium, then let 
the Treasurer increase the duty on the drug 
three or fonr times what it is at present, so !;hat 

only the very luxurious among the aliem will be 
able to get it ; and not allow it to be sold indis
criminately and be used to contaminate not only 
black~, but also white men and white women. 
The sooner the evil is nipped in the bud the 
better. I hope that; the evidence which I 
have brought forward to-night, and which I 
could multiply by reference to letters I have 
receiverl on the subject., will induce the Govern
ment to take some action in the matter. I may 
say that when Doctor Rotb, the Aboriginal 
Protector in the Nort;h, who is an acquaintance 
of mine, was down here a few weeks ago, I 
had one or two conversations with him on the 
subject, and he told rne that one of the mo~t 
difficult things they had to elm! with in the far 
North was the unrestric!;Ed sale of opium to 
coloured aliens. He said that to me before I 
had seen this report of the Hon. John Douglas. 
The matter was brought up here when the 
Aboriginnls Protection Bill was before the 
House, but at that time l had neither seen the 
report nf the Hon. John Douglas nor received 
the letters which have since come to me from 
the North, or I should have discuseecl the matter 
then. I bring it before the Government now in 
the hope that they will take some Etep" to enforce 
the Act, or if that is not stringent enough that 
they will adopt more stringent measures to stop 
the spread of this terrible evil in the colony. 
'The next matter that I shall refer to is a local 
one, and concerns the Gulf country, and that 
is with regard to the Gulf mail service. The 
Treasurer in his Statement gives a very ex
haustive report of the operations of the Post
master~General's Departrnent duting last year, 
on<l refers tn the very satisfactory results of the 
improved Northern mail service. That service 
is of very little benefit to the country north 
of Cairns or to the Gul£ district. I believe the 
presfn!; member for Carpentaria, who was a 
resident of the Gulf country some years ago, 
will bear me out when I say that twelve or 
thirteen years ago the Gulf had a weel<ly mail 
service, and thnt at the pre<ent time, though this 
improved service may be a hPnefit to other ports 
in the colony, the Gulf has practically no oversea 
service at all. 

The TREAScREit : It has a service. 
Mr. BROWNE: It has a temporary ovEn·sea 

service, which I shall allude to preRently, but 
practically it; has had no oversea service during 
the last six months. In his Statement the Trea
Fmrer Flays-

StrenuOus efforts have been made to provide a more 
satisfactory steamer service with the Gulf ports. but 
hitherto no acceptable tender ha.:; been received. ~ego~ 
tiations are. however, still procec1ling, and it is hoped 
that some satisfactory solution of the difficulty mHy be 
arrived at. It is. of conrsr. re-cognised that thiEt service 
is not so neeessnrv in connection with mails~ which are 
provided for by· a coach service twice a week from 
l1arceba, and a temporaTy service between 'l'bursday 
Island and the Gulf-as in connection with the safe aud 
reJular carriage of passengers and of c:ugo. 
On the surfoc;l that looks very well to anyone 
who knows na Letter; bnt I would point out 
with regard to the first statement that there is a 
coach service twice a week from lYiareeba; that 
eleven or twelve months ago the then mEmber 
for Carpentaria, 1\Ir. Sim, and my,elf, and since 
then the present; member for Carpentario, the 
mnnber for Bnrke, and myself informed the 
Postmaster-General that it is only a farce as a 
bi-weekly service, because as a general rule it 
practically resolves itself into a weekly rervice, 
and the people are quite content with one weekly 
overland service. During a good few months of 
the year it is perfectly impracticable as a bi-weekly 
~ervice, as the coach is blocked by floods and one 
thing and another. 

The TREARURER : A steamer went last year 
during the wet season, 
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Mr. BROWNE: I admit that the Gwern
meuth:we tried cC')')18 pa\liatives, and 

[R30 p. m.] th>1t stea•ner,l rnn every three weeks 
during the wet <Season. It is .J<1id 

here tha1.; it h; r0c l~ni.scd that thiK servit\J is 
not HO ne'le:;s:l..ry in connection wiGh n1aih as 
in connection with the safe and r,"gu!Ltr c lrringe 
of passenc;ers and c;crgcl. That i" so, but the 
membero for C~rpen~aria and Burke, and any
one who has gone Ntmd, know that the service 
of a little boat of a1Jcmt lOO tons is pm>tically 
little g.>od. '.Vith hLr coal on board she could 
not carry more th m <1b,mt 70 or 80 tons of 
c-trgo, and thero id very little accommouation 
for p tsseng .:rs. I w·ould not lik8 to bJ .. y eith0r 
whether that bo:1t would be fit or s~fe to cross 
the Gulf in during the wet settson and the change 
of the monsoun>'. Of C"llltoe thera are a few 
snull b:J:tts of lOO tcms, or even !<cos, thn.t are as 
seaworthy as nu .. ny lac.;or ve;.,el~, but there are 
not many small wnc1den steamers of SO or 100 
tons that you would like to make thttt trip in. 
I may s1y that I know th,e p,,stmtster-G,cneral 
a:rd his Under Secretary have been doing as 
much as they c~n ill some r<"Jpects to try and 
remedy this, in ctlling for tenders, and one thing 
and another, but they h'<ve be m blocked by the 
monopoly which, I am sorry to say, exist,,, I am 
not blaming anyone interested in it, but I ''ay 
it is a m >ll'JP'lly. Th:tt m~nopoly the Govern
ment have an opportunity to break up. Hon. 
members know that there is a bar at the 
mouth of the Norman River, as there is at 
the mou\hs of nearly all the Queensland 
rivers. 'fh·1.t b<,r entails lightering, and the 
lighteritlg' plant there is practically in the 
hands of the A.U.S.N. C<lmpmy. Of course 
any other company that tenders for the service 
must know that theywillhave to provide a lighter
ing pbnt and send it r0und to the Gulf. The cost 
aud risk of sending a lightering plant round to 
the Gulf from Brisbane or Sydney is not very 
light, and it would be no picnic to go towing 
punts and lighters round there. That bm;s 
other companies from entering, and places the 
Government in this po.<ition-that thev have 
to agree to terms with the A.U.S.N. Uompany 
that perhaps may not be fair to the rest of 
the country, or else the people of the Gulf, 
while the Government are fip;hting the com
pany, are suffering from want of mail com
municrttion or regnlar commnnication for pas
sengers ana cargo. The difficulty, I think, may 
be met by the course I suggest. It will be in the 
memory of hon. members that Sir Hugh Nelson, 
having a lot of trouble about the N orthem 
mails, threatened that if he had any more 
trouble he would pat a Government stFamer on. 
Later, the Hon. T. J. Byrne,;, after his trip 
North, and finding out for himself the facts of 
the case, went further, and pnt .£50,000 on the 
Estimates for a Northern mail service. That 
nerer c:1me to anything. A service was inau
gurated which gave some little satisfaction, 
and that proposal went no furth, r. Personallv, 
I believe that the Government should have 
a bo:>t running th.ere, considering all the 
years there has been a promise to dredge 
the bar and that the promise hae not been 
fnlfilled. Even if it was attempted to carry 
out the promise now it would be twelve months 
before the work conld be done, and I would 
therefore suggest as a sol uti on of the difficulty 
that the Government shonld either make arrange
ments for the purchase of the lightering plant 
there or place a Government lightering plant 
there. That would give the other companies a 
chance, and the Government would be able to 
say to them, "If you run your boats round here 
there is a way of grotting rid of your cargo the 
same as if we built a wharf or a jetty for 
you." "Wharves and jetties are built in other 
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place; for the use of the people and for the 
encouragement of trade and commerce, and the 
lt':1st the Governm 'nt could do is to pruvide 
lightemge accommud,ttirm for shipping in the 
Gulf the same as they pwvide jetties and 
wharve,; for the shipping in other places in 
the colony. Ti1is is a matter which affects not 
only one department or only the people of the 
Gulf. H alia affects onr railway receints. If 
hon. members will look through the Railway 
Commissioner's report they will find that in 
the receipts from the CrcJydon and Normanton 
lLtil way there is :1 d crease of something like 
.£2,0DO. Thc>t is ea~ily ace Jtmted f,,r through 
the wu.nt; of bJnts running or a regular service 
for thn r:tnhtge of passengers and o trgo to the 
Gn!f. vVith that the Croydon trade would go 
over its legitimate railway to Normanton and 
thrc>ugh its tutur,ol port, and would not have to 
go as present overland to Cairns. A greELt many 
of the storekeapers in Geoqetown, through the 
irregular running of the boats, have been getting 
a ht of gvo1s overland from 'rownsville with 
team.~. 

The TR!lASFRER: They alway" did. 
Mr. BROWNE: Yes, but not to the same 

e"tent. \Ve lmon the place has increased in 
population, there is more gold got there now, 
there are a gre:1t many more people travelling, 
more of the luxuries of life are going there ; 
and that being the case, how e >n it po~•ibly 
hctppen that the receipt,; from the railway have 
fallen by £2,000 unless it is that the trade and 
passengvrs have been travelling in the opposite 
direction? 

The TREASURER: L:>st yeu· was not a good 
year at Croydon. 

Mr. BROWNE: It was a very good year. 
The population has increased, and the people 
have not knocked off eating and drinking, or 
anything else, and there are a great many people 
travelling, but nearly everyone that comes down 
here no'.v has to tackle that unpleasant journey 
ovedand to Cairns because of the irregnlarity of 
the boats. The Treasurer here sJys it is not so 
much in connection with the mail service that a 
regular service is reqnired as in connection with 
the carriage of palsengers and cargo. The 
Premier, in talking over this matter, and in 
answers sent to the Normanton and Croydon 
people, reckoned that the Government had no 
right to subsidise boats for this purpose, but I 
draw the hon. gentleman's attention to the fact 
that we are subsidising boats where there is no 
po~ ,ibility of getting any return from the mails. 
Take, for instance, the line to Vancouver. 

Mr. GIVENS: That is to help the Empire. 
Mr. BROW;\;"E: I quite agree with it. The 

contract entered into is not so much a snbsidy 
for the mails as to encourage trade and com
merce between the two conntries, and I for one 
consider that the Government were not wrong 
in their action. 'l'hen for years we were paying 
a subsidy for the Torres :Stt·aits mail service, and 
when there was some objection raised to it, it 
was stated that the boat,; were fitted with 
insulated machinery, and it was really a subsidy 
for carrying home frozen meat. The same thing 
should apply to far away places like the 
Gulf. In the case of large places where 
there are four or five lines of steamships com
peting a:;ainst each other a subsidy is almost 
unnecessary, :t9 the competition will work its 
own cure. But here we have a place far away
and we are always being told that we want the 
conntry opened up and settled-where the trade 
is not sufficient to cause much competition; I say 
it is the dnty of the Government by way of snb
sidy to give those people the best communication 
they can in every possible way. I brought this 
up because it is mentioned in the Financial 
Statement, and I am sure the hon. members for 



546 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

Carpentaria and Burke, as well as my>elf, have 
been inundated wi~h letter• on the subject. I am 
very pleased to say that I have information from 
the Poetmaster-General that he hopes shortly to 
have this matter fixed up. 

The TREASURER : It is practically settled now. 

Mr. BROWNE: I am glad to hear ir, b"t I 
think it is just as well that the matter should b3 
ventilated. I do not blame the Government for 
trying to fight this monopoly, but I think there 
was another way of fighting it, by taking the 
monopoly right out of the company's hand••, ·and 
that would have beattn them much quicker. 
There is just one matter on page 13 that I will 
deal with, though I wiJl not dwell long upon it, 
as the Treasurer himself has sHpplied the 
strongest argument against it. The item I rder 
to is-

Immigration requiles a steadily increasing expendi
ture amounting to £22,51!0. The vu!·e proposed for 
]Jassage money exceeds that ol last year by £20,000, 
and advertising, commis&ion, &c., by £5,000. 
I, in common with other members on this .3ide, 
object to spending tUs money in inducing immi
grants to come hfre, and for this reason : \Ve 
have stated that we believe this country to be 
capable of maintaining millions instead of 
thonsandf', but our contention always was that 
if the conditions of life in the colony were made 
attractive enough we would not have to pay 
people to come here. I am happy to see that the 
Treasurer has come round to that opinion also, 
and for that reason I cannot understand why he 
has put this large sum on the Estimates for 
immigration. At the end of his Statement he 
has a few admirably written paragraphs, with 
most of which I heartly agree, and the fourth 
one reads-

The prosperity of our own people after all is the 
greatest inducement we can offer to the surplus popula
tion of the old world to come here and particip;)te in our 
advantages. 
To that I say, "He<tr, hear !" I hope be will 
adhere to that sentiment. "Example is better 
than precept" any day, and I say give the new
comers every advantage; make the conditivn of 
the people who are here more prosperous, and 
then you will find that there will be no nece,sity to 
pay thepassagesofpeopletoiuduce them to come to 
thi~ colony. TJ:.ey will tome hete of their own 
accord, and I honestJ.y believe they will be of a 
better cla•s than the class we pay for importing. 
There is just one matter on page 18 to wbich I 
wieh to allude. The hon, gentleman had dealt 
with the mining industry, and here I would say 
that he has every reason to be proud of the 
department over which he presides, \Vith 
regard to sendir.g specimens home to the 
exhibition, and advertising our mineral wealt.h 
in the old country in the way that has been 
done, although perhaps there are members who 
do not agree with me, I am heartily in sympathy 
with him. I believe the money which has bBen 
spent in advertising our resources, and in 
showing what we can do, is money well spent, 
and will do more good to the colony than all the 
lecturers we could send home. But there is one 
paragraph that I may say I am not altogether 
in sympathy with. The hon. gentleman says-

The new Act passed last year giving power to grant 
increased arras for ruining and reducing the labour 
conditions has been the means of bringing fresh outsWe 
capital to develop our mines; and it is anticipated that 
lands which previously-owing to stringent labour 
.conditions-coultl not be worked, will now be taken up 
and thoroughly tested. 
Well, I do not agree with that altogether. As is 
well knowu, I and other hon. members were 
very much opposed to the granting of these 
increased areas and liberalising the labour 
conditions. At the same time when the law 
was ;passed I fell in with it at once, and was in 

hopes that it would have that effect, I may say 
referring to the report of the late Under 
Secretary for l\llnes, Mr. Sellheim-a gentleman 
who was as good an Under Secretary as we are 
likely to get for many years in Qneensland-a 
gentieman from whom I differed in many 
things, but who had a large at~wunt of practical 
knowledge and a stubborn VI 1!1 to enforce any
thino- that he thought right-that he winds up 
his ~eport by saying,. as he h!1s said before, 
that he did not thmk the mcreased areas 
were going to do so much good, and that th<>y 
had not been taken much advantage of. 'l'he 
way in which the alt.eration of the labour condi
tions has brought in increa"ed revenue is that a 
large number of leases have been taken up, but 
as far as extra work being done is concerned it is 
not a fact. \V hat has happened has be en that 
syndicates or companies have cnme along in the 
good old way, have taken up double and treble 
the area that they did before, an:i in the good 
old-fashioned way they have gone in fot• exemp
tion exactly as they did before. 

The TREASUI\ER: They have not got it. 
Mr. BROWNE: Yes; and in a good many 

instances they have not put a pick into the 
ground. There is one case that I may refer to. 
It may be a good thing, and I hope it will Le. 
A gentleman representing Mr. Plan~ and others 
on Charters Towers came to Croydon and took 
upseventy-fiveacres, three twenty-five acre leases, 
on the Premier iine backing off most of the 
claims that were getting gohl. The very day 
that the application for the lease was recom
mended an application was put in for six months' 
exemption. The matter was postponed for a 
fortnight, and I am pleased. to say tbat the 
Minister reduced the exemptwn term to three 
months. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC l·ANDS : You 
cannot start a large company instantly in auy 
case. 

Mr. BRO\VNE : If a company comes along 
professing to have any amount of money, and 
takes up seventy-five acres, and s~ys, "\Ve must 
have time to get m0ney and get thmgs together to 
work our ground," then, I say, when the po~r 
working-miner comes along and pegs out lns 
claim, he has an equal righ~ to say, :• I must hold 
this for a week or two unt1l I seA If I can get a 
storekeeper to keep me in tucker and tools, 
or get hold of a mate or two to help me." 
Now what is the difference? Why has not the 
man who has not got money the ri(iht to tl,e same 
brea,thing time ~s the representatiVe of these l"g 
absentee companies? In ~hi~ instance I. am 
speaking of at Croydon, tt IS rather curwus 
that Croydon is now being worked by Charters 
Towers mining managers. Mr. Williams,. Vl_ho 
is a well-known man and an old mmmg 
manager aft6r he had been all over the field, 
he spok~ about ito wonderful resources and 
reckoned it was J<oing to be about the greatest 
field ever opened in Australia; but, like a great 
many others, he criticised Croydon's want of 
energy, and wondered why ~hey did not d~ this 
and did not do that, and satd what they did on 
other fields. I can say, in defence of the people 
of Croydon-and I have been on most of the 
goldfields of the colony for the last thirty years
that, as far as they are concerned, and more 
especially the business men, and also a large 
number of miners, they are co-operating t:Jgether, 
and putting every shilling they have mto the 
ground. I was never on a field where I saw 
more money put in by the local people. The 
hon. member for the Barcoo-I remember the 
time he was there. He put in all the money he 
could afford. 

The SECRETARY FOR PullLW LANDS : This 
side of the House, too, 
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::Hr. BRO'vVNE: I am speaking of local tLsi
dents. I Know the Secretary for L~n<ls was 
very unfortunatP, and the h:1n. member for 
Carpentaria knows ,,omething about it. I think 
there is hardly a moneyed man < n Croydon to
day, with all tlw money they have made-and 
they have m:tde a lot of money-who is a• 
w•1ll or better cff than he wa; when he went 
there, because what he has made there has gone 
into the gronnd. The gentlmn'1n who critiCises 
their want of enersy a.nd say8 Charters Towers i~ 
going towipethem out, takes up three twenty-five
acre le::tse~ and, '\vhen he g·:>ts to Charters Tower$, 
gets exemption for three months. Then the 
Croydon people say, "If that is the sort of 
ener.;y which is going to develop the field, we 
hav'l plenty of pt ''P~e who can- tJ.ke up the 
field an<! g•:t exer.tp~ion." 

The SECRETAl\Y POR PGDLIC LANDS : Plenty 
do th~t. 

Mr. BROWNE: I am pointing out that there 
is only one man employed tu four ncres. The· 
question was talked over wh · n the Mining Bill 
was (:oing through. The Secretarv for L:tnds 
then ·brought in :1 return which· ~hawed that, 
bking.nll the leases under exemption, practically 
atthetunethey only had one man to five acres. JYly 
contention, and the contention of other hon. mem
bers, was that., given the came system of exemp
tion of one man to four acres, the result. w<>uld 
be that there would be only one man to twenty 
actes. That state of things has actually n·,ulted 
because the'e large La,es are being taken up 
and allowed to lie idle. More than that-I am 
only g<.ill'r to refer to it mcidentally-we happen 
to know that these larr;e are ;s do not suit them 
because a cry big effort is being made to get a little 
bit more, and 200 >teres is the next thing they 
are going to ask for, but I earnestly hope tney 
will not get it. vVith rf>gmd to the remainder of 
the Shtement referring to mining, I may say 
that I agree with the Hon. the Treasurer in all he 
says in the last paragraph of the Statement and 
will admit, in common with most memb~rs of 
this House-certainly the mining members and 
with mi~ing men !n the C')lony-that I regret we 
have lost the >:>rviCes of 1\Ir. Jack. He was one 
of .the best men we had ~n the colony. Bnt he 
thmks he h:ts a better thmg on in England. He 
is certainly a loss to Queen .)and. There is just 
one other matter bdore I sit down. It is on 
page 22. \Ve have a reference to the working of 
the Sugar \Vorks Guarantee Act-

'fhe large increase in the output of sugar last year 
waq due to the operations of the Sugar \Vorks Guarantee 
Act, under wllich elev2n mills are now working. 
A few days ago I asked a question of the Hon. 
the Treasnrer with regard to a lien labour 
employed in these central mills. You remem
b<>r well-and I knew the Hon. the Treasurer 
will remember-that when the Sugar vVorks 
Guarantee Bill was going through the House in 
1R!l3, a determined stand was made on this side. 
\Vhen the then leader of the combined Opposition, 
l\fr. Charles Powers, introduced an amendment 
and tried to get it inserted in the Act that no 
alien labour should be employed in or about a mill, 
there "as a stonew:1ll erected-on the Govern
ment side, as it usually is. I know we were kept 
here all nighb and all next day, and it resolved 
itself at lastintoasort of compromise-that was a 
distinct as•.urance from Sir Thomas Mcllwraith. 
He said he did not think there was any need to 
incorporate it in the Bill; that if any Japanese, 
Chine'3e, J a.vanese, or any other " ese " were 
employed in any of these mills they would know 
about it, and the Government would introduce 
some me~sure to prevent them from being 
empl0yed. Ther.e. is no me disguising the 
fact, whether l\hmstcrs know it or not, that 
in most of these centr~d mills in the North 
alien labour is continually being uwd in or 

about these milif·', and I have bad h·tters from 
people of all shades of opinion, not merely from 
white working men, but from employers and 
everyone, complaining about it. \Vith regard to 
the particular question of the l\fulgrave mill, I 
think the hon. member for Enoggera referred to 
it. There was c~nclusive evidence that they did 
employ that labour, and I saw it in one or two 
different Cairns papere, particularly the Cairns 
Advocate. 

Mr. G!VE:->S: They are b'ing muzzled now. 
Mr. BROWNE: It make~ the distinct state

ment, and challenge'' contradiction, that there 
were twenty J apane3e employed in the carrier 
tracle last week. If so, it can easily be found 
out from the paysheet. In fact, more than that, 
I believe attention has been drawn to it by Mr. 
McCulloch, the tra velliug inspector. 

Mr. G!VENS : At the time the Minister for 
Agriculture went through the mill I pointed out 
these aliens working there. 

Mr. DRAKE: They know it all right. 
Mr. BRO\VNE: However hon. members' 

opinions are divided on the question as to the 
neceBoity of alieu labour in the cane-fields or in 
any other employment in the sugar industry, I 
think there i,; only one opinion that members of 
this House should hold-th"t these mills which 
are subsidised by the Gm'ernment, practically by 
the taxpayers of the colony, that were erected, to 
a very large extent, with the idea of providing a 
means by which coloured labour might gradually 
cease. The idea was that by starting these mills 
the small farm8rs could take up land or, at least, 
have a certainty that they could get their cane 
crushed, aud by that means get rid of coloured 
labour. 

The TREASURER : It has had that effect. 
Mr. BROWNE : The contention, or rather 

the excuse, that is made by those people in these 
central mills is that there is no white labour 
available for the field, and it is not satisfactory 
labour for work in the mills as well as in the fields. 
There is the correspondence of directors attached 
to the mills, where they state distinctly that 
the clnss of men is not good enough to work 
about the mill. I say that if we are going back 
to the old svstem that coloured labour is to 
work inside as well as outside the mills, then the 
House should refuse to sanction the loan of this 
money to the mills, and make the guarantors 
pay it, or the Government take them over and 
nm them themsehes by white labour. I am not 
going to dwell any further on that. I think it 
is a very important matter to the taxpayers of 
the colony, inammch as these people are subsi
dised by the country, and the subsidising- of 
them by the country and allowing them to 
employ black hbour is actually subsidising 
black labour itself. That is one thing I most 
decidedly object to. I arn not going to take up 
any further time of the House. All I can say 
is, I do not begrudge the Hon. the Treasurer a 
little bit of the snceess he had during the last 
year. More than that, I hope if he continues 
in power-and I cannot say that I hope that-I 
hope next year he will be able to come down 

with a more satisfactory Budget, 
l9 p.m.] and that all his expectations will be 

realised. In wishing that, it is not 
so much for the hon. gentlerr.an's good, or 
the good of the Government; but when we 
get goo;l financial statements, when we see 
the different industries progressing, we know 
that the colony is going ahead. Of course, we 
can see the progress the colony is making without 
looking at this Statement, but this is an admir
able synopsis of it. Everyone bmefits from an 
improvement in the condition of the colony, and 
I hope, as long as the Treasurer stops there, 
whether it is long or short-and I hope it will b(l 
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short-I hope c,·ery year he will be able to come 
down with a Statement a little better than the 
one he has made this year. 

After a pause, 
Ho:-l. E. B. FORREST (B1·isbane No1·th): I 

did not intend to speak to-night on this &'ubject, 
but I do not want to let the debate close v·ithout 
saying a few words on the Statement. :First of 
all I want to compliment the Treasurer on the 
Statement submitted to us. Exception has been 
token to-night to the fact that he was not com
plimented by the leader of the Labour Opposi
tion; however, I am sure that the leader of the 
Labour Opposition, when he add.resses himself 
to !he queotion, will take the opportunity--

The 'fREASURER : He has done so. 
HoN. E. B. l!'ORRE'ST: Will take the oppor

tunity of complimenling him en the Statement 
he has made. It is not my intention to refer to 
every paragraph in the Budget Speech, but there 
are a few matters of a business character which 
I think it is the place of a business man to say 
something about. I shall content myself to
night with a few words on trade and commerce, 
a few words on the estimates of revenue, expen
diture, and loan expenditure, and also a few 
words on the subject of harbours, rivers, and 
shipping. I may say that I regard this State
ment as a very valuable contribution to the 
statiRtics placed before us; and anyone who 
want" to understand the position of the colony, 
and is able to underst,,nd it when he has the 
figures before him, should be able to do so first of 
all from the Staten,ent, secondly from the tables, 
thirdly from the .Auditor-General's report, and 
fomthly from the statistics for 1898. The first 
matter on which I will make a few remarks is 
the expenditure for 1898-9. It says here that the 
total revenue for the year proper was .£4,174,086, 
and the total expenditure .£4,024,170 giving a 
surplus of £1<19,916. The Statement then reads-

This amount, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Audit Act Amendment Act of 1895, will be handed over 
to the trustees of the public debt reduc~ion fund, to be 
applied by them in the purchase of debentures or Go
vernment stock, thereby reducing the national debt to 
the extent of such purchases. 
I do not hesitate to say that I think the Audit 
.Act .Amendment .Act of 1895 ought to be re
pealed. I disapprove altogether of transfening 
this .£150,000 a year for the purpose of reducing 
the 1 national debt. I say that if there is that 
amount to be dealt with, it should go in reduction 
of taxation. 

Mr. STEW ART : Hear, hear! 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: I find on reference 

to the figures that already the sum of £360,000 
in five years has been transferred in that way. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It is in 
reduction of overclraft. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST : It is in reduction 
of the national debt, and I take exception be
cause of that. I say that up to the present time 
in five years the sum of .£360, 000 has been trans
ferred fur that purpose. Now I cannot see the 
object of tramterring this amount for the pur
pose named. I take it for granted that th~re is 
'no intention on the part of the Treasurer or any
body else of wiping out the national debt, because 
if he contemplates anything of the sort he has 
rather a big job on hand. Our national debt is 
something like £32,000,000, but taking it in 
round numbers as £30,000,000 and transferring 
£150,000 per annum, it would take 200 years to 
get rid of it. I do not suppose anybody con
templates a performance of that kind. 

Mr. BARTHOLOii!EW : And increasing the debt 
at the same time. 

HoN. E. B. l!'ORREST: .And the debt in
creasing all the time. It is a most absurd 
proposition, and I have never been able to 

understand why this .£150,000 every year should 
be treated in this way. The reason is given 
here in these words-

Opinions have been expressed as to whether it would 
not be better to place theA:e surpluses aside to meet 
deficiencies which may hereafter occur; to establish, in 
fact, a sort of equali:sation fund to be used as occasion 
1nay require. 
I think that would be a very much better pro
posal myself. 

Due consideration has been given to this suggestion 
but a little reflection will suow that the present system 
is much the better, inasmuch as it compels the Trea
surer of the day to so present his Estimates, and so re
gulate the ;,finances of the colony, tltat, as far as lies in 
his power, Pxpenditnre shall not exceed revenue. 
I say, however desirable it may be to treat this 
£150,000 rer annum in this w_ay, it certainly is 
not desirable to do it for the rf''tson given here, 
because the .Act gives the Treasurer no special 
power to regulate the finances of the colony in 
any particular way, and there is nothing to 
prevent him from regulating the finances of the 
colony so that as far as lies in his power, 
expenditure may not exceed revenue, whether
this Act is in force or not. It is a simple· 
question of bookkeeping, and there is nothing 
to prevent him from regulating the finances in 
any form he likes, whether this .Act interferes 
or not. Whether this £150,000 is treated in 
the way proposed or not, I say it is a perfect 
farce to talk about it as a reason fur treating 
it in this way, and the reason given here is, to 
my mind, an absurd one. Turning to page 
7 on the subject of "Trade and Commerce," it 
says here-

Cotton, woollen, silk, and linen piece goods, together 
with the manufactured articles thereof, show an 
increased import of £132,489; boots and shoes, £14,767. 
Both these classes of imports showed a considerable 
falling off during 1897-98, and as they both consist of 
articles of daily use it shows how the improved pros
nerts and production of the colony are stimulating the 
Jmport trade, 
There is no doubt a.bout th11>t. I would Rooner 
see the increase in this respect a result of local 
production. Take, for instance, cotton or wool, 
which are produced locally. In my opinion it 
would have been far better if the report statfd 
that the local production had been greater. The 
Statement goes on-

The total value of flour, p:rain, maize, oats, barley, 
wheat,~ &c., imported is still large, amounting to 
£569,617, but this is a decrease of £4,003 on last year's 
import. 
No doubt the decrease in this respect is very 
small; but still the imports in this connection 
are so great that this is not satisfactory, because 
we have within ourselves the means of producing 
many of these articles. I would like to see more 
local production instead of having to import so 
much. Except that the exports from Queens
land show a similar increase, I should regard 
the following sentence in the Statement with 
great disfavour~ The Statement goes on to say-

Green fruits, seeds, plants, and vegetables show the 
comparatively large increase of £8,043. 
This is to some extent a redeeming feature, and 
I am very pleased to see it. Turning to exportR, 
there is nothing more satisfactory than the in
crease in the export trade of Queensland. The 
only thing is that the export trade should be 
done more directly with English and continental 
ports, To-day too much of the export trade 
goes to the southern colonies, and it would be a 
great improvement if this were altered. Then 
coming to the revenue estimates, I think the 
Treasurer is extremely moderate in his ideas. 
In the last paragraph the Treasurer says-

Judging from the collections for the past quarter this 
estimate appears to be amply justified. 
Judging from the progress that the colony is 
making, I think no other conclusion can be 
ardv11d at than that there will be a considerable 
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increase in the revenue of the colony. Then we 
come to "Probable Expenditure." The balance 
mentioned there is a very small one, and it does 
n~t require much foresignt to see that it may be 
w1ped out very easily. \Ve are rnnnin<> into 
expenditure over the Transvaal business. \Vhether 
that will be from revenue or loan I do not 
know. 

The TREASURER : All from revenue. 
. Ho~. E .. B. FOR !lEST: At any rate, £24,000 
IS cuttmg 1t very fine as a surplus. I would like 
to see the margin much larger. Now we 
come to "Loan Expenditure," which, I must 
admit, requires more consideration than I have 
been able to give it. I have not studied this 
matter very closely. Under this head it is 
stated-

Immigration requires an increased expenditure 
amounting to £27,500. 
That practically means that £50,000 is to he 
spent this year. \Vel!, I think that ~tmount is far 
~oo little. \V e wa.nt more population, and this 
IS not the way to get it. It is only playing with 
the matter to attempt to get more population by 
means of this sort. To some extent I am in 
accord with the hon. member for Croydon when 
he says that we should make the conditions here 
aUract1 ve-that is, to induce people to c>Jme here. 
But h•>W are we going to make these conditions 
attractive? The history of the past shows that 
we have not got immigration of a desirable sort 
by the present means. 

Mr. DuNSFORD : Utilise the land for that 
purpose. 

HoN. E. B. FO RREST : Yes, utilise the land; 
but how are we to do that? There is no doubt 
that we want population here; we have any 
amount of room, but the present means of induc
ing immigration simply results in one thing
that we do not get it. 

An HoNOURABLE ME>IBER: The other colonies 
get it. 

HoN. E. B. J<'ORRE~~T : I s11y that £50,000 
in this respect would be far too little, in my 
judgment. The matter of our railways IS also 
referred to under this head, but I thmk it will 
be much more interesting when that important 
subject is discussed under the new Lortn Bill. 
Our necessities in this direction result from 
variouH causes particularly federation. Our 
necessities for m>Lking rail way extensions are 
yery great, and the important charaeter of the 
mvestment, together with our neces<ities, will 
n;1ake' th~ matter of our railways a vary 
hve subJect very soon. I just make theee 
few remarks on thio, snbject because I think 
thio matter of our rail ways should form a 
very important feature in the business of this 
ses,ion. I am speaking about the extensions of 
the trunk lines, and also on the matter of run
ning cheap lines into the farmingdis!ricts. Now 
we come to the harbours and rivers, and I think 
the Treasurer's remarks on this head are some
what disappointing. The Treasurer says-

Since my la"!t Financial Statement was presented to 
the Committee, all the available dredge plant at Bris~ 
bane has been employed in deepening and widenmg 
the cuttings in the Brisbane River. and there is now a 
a depth of 20 feet at low water through a channel 
varying in width from 100 to 2:'10 feet. It is expected 
that the latter width will be established throughout the 
whole of the dredged cuttings by the end of the :vear. 
rrhe rock-boring plant has been continuously emplOyed. 
At Lytton there is now a channel through the rocks 
800 feet wide and 20 feet deep at low water. At 
Queensport, and at the Railway "\Vharf, South BrisbR.ne, 
the whole of the area of rock has been bored, and at 
the latter place' cleaned out. The plant is now at work 
at the Hawthorn rocks, which will be comp1et.ed in 
October. The deepening of the Lytton rocks cutting 
eo 26 feet at low water Wlll then be commenced. This 
work is of great importance, as the depth of water at 
this spot practically controls all the dredged cuttings of 
the, river. It is estimated that it will take two years to 

cut a passage 300 feet wide to the depth named, nud it 
IS anticipated that by that time good progress will have 
been made in deepening the other river and bay 
cuttmgs to a similar depth and width. 
The dioappointment comes in with regard to this 
width of 200 feet. The Statement further goes 
on-

Following npon the visit of Mr. Lindon Bates to the 
colony, a contract was entered into with him in June 
last for the supply of two of his new hydraulic dredges, 
to be delivered by the 3lst October, 19:10 The larger one 
of these is to be ca.pable of denling with 5,000 antl the 
smaller one with 2,50:) cubic yards per hour, while both 
are to be capable of depositing the dredgings at a dis~ 
tance of ROO feet from the side of the dredge. )Ir. 
Bates inspected all the chief ports of the colony, and 
reported fully ou what he considered the best method 
of improving them for the accommodation of large 
vessels. 
I take it that the Government are quite satio
fied with Mr. Lindon Bates's report, and that 
being so it becomes nece~s~ry to see what Mr. 
Rttes really recommended, because it i;; not 
what the Government now propose to carry out 
according to the Treasurer's Statement. Mr. 
Bates's proposal embraced river and harbour 
improvements and the lowering of the Hood level, 
and for this double purpose he recommended 
that the minimum depth at low water should be 
26 feet, with a channel 500 feet wide, the cutting 
to be ca,rried out to a contour near to that depth 
outside the Pile Lighthouse. Subsequently, 
after interviews with the Chamber of Commerce 
and conversations with various people, .i\'l:r. Bates 
estimated that it would take two years with the 
exiBting plant to complete his scheme, and the 
cost of the works he proposed were estimated by 
vari<m< people at that time to be from £750,000 
to £1,000,000. In addition to 1\[r. Bates's recom
mendation we have recommPndations from :Mr. 
Henclerwn, the Hydraulic Engineer, and his 
report is of a most interesting character, and all 
who have read it will agree that the amount 
of work put into iG and the information it gives 
is really heyond all praise. Mr. Henderson, in 
his report, goes very fully into the subje,:t
more so than Mr. Bates-and he submits three 
proposals. His firet proposal is that there 
should be a depth of 26 feet with a width of 
channel of 912 feet, gradually increasing to 
the mouth of the river, carried on a contour of 
that depth to the Pile Lighthouse. He esti
mated the cost of that to be something very 
largP, from £2,000,000 to £2,200,000. His second 
proposal also cc•nsists of a channel hy 942 feet wide 
by ~G feet in depth, but it also involves a cut
ting through Kangaroo Point, the estimated 
cost being £3,000,000. His third scheme is in 
realitv more like what lYir. B:ites recommends. 
He recommends that the cutting should be 26 
feet deep and 500 feet wide, the cost of which 
he estimates at £1,500,000. It will be observed 
that both Mr. BotPg and 1\Ir. Henderson pr0-
pose to deepen the river to the extAnt of 26 feet, 
and that the channPl should be 500 feot wide 
as a mm1mum. The Treasurer now, in his 
Statement, is unable to get bc·yond 300 feet. 

The TREASURER : TO.at is in two year~. 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: The hon. gentle

man s"ys nothing about any more. He confines 
himself exclusively to the 300 feet. Whether it 
is intended to go further at the end of two years is 
a matter entirely left to the hnn. gentleman 
him·;elf, or to somebody else, tn determine after
wards. There is not a word about it he1·e, and I 
am justified in assuming that the idea, is to 
reduce the width of the channel from 500 feet, 
the minimum recommended hoth by JYir. Bates 
and by Mr. Henderson to 300 feet. For all 
purpo•es of navigation I am prepared to admit 
that 300 feet would be sufficient; but an exten
sion to 500 feet would m~ke a tremendous 
difference as regards Hood mitigation ; and that 
is a matter which the people here· lay very, 
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great stress upon. They want relieffrom damages 
by fluod. And with reference to that Mr. Bates, 
in paragraph 3 of his recommendation, say'-

'l'hat a definite duty be assigned as the expected work 
of the waterway from Victoria Bridge to the Bay, to 
reduce the !eve.! of such a flood "' l89a t, safely 20 feet 
above datum on the dock gauge. That flood relief 
measures, so far as they affect the lower river and navi
gation, be calculated by the flood engineers to tllis end, 
exclusive of the possibilities that 1nay be found to 
exist to make a diversion spillway or a rc,,ervoir 
system. That the means .for the vrovention of over
flow of riparian property by use of bulkheads of levees 
be projected with reference to this standard, with a safe 
margin of additional height. 
In the 1893 flood, to which Mr. Bates refers, the 
register was 29 feet above the datum on the 
d0ck gauge, and he contends that the adoption 
of his scheme would have th~ effect of reducing 
that to 20 feet; in other word•, it would reduce 
the level of the 18!)3 flood, which was the highest 
ever known h_ere, by !J feet. Tn point of fact it 
would reduce 1t to a very ordin::~ry flood, which 
in itHelf is not very mu<"h dreaded. Therefore, 
I •ay, that .i\.fr. Bates's proposal to widen the 
channel to 500 fc·'lt as a minimum is one we 
cannot afford to have ignored; and if it is pro
posed to narrow the channel to 300 feet it will 
have a very materia,! effect U:pon the mitigation 
of flood damage. 

The PREMIER: Let us complete the 300 feet 
first. 

HoN. E. B. :FOR REST: That is all that is 
referred to here ; everything else is left entirely 
to conjecture, and I am inclined to think the 
inten~ion is to make the channel 26 feet by 300 
feet, mstead of 26 feet by 500 feet as a minimum. 
I am quite prepared to admit that cost is a most 
important matter for consideration·.. To show 
y;hat has been done at another Australian port 
m the way of harbours and rivers improvement, 
I will quote to the Committee a pah<>ge from 
the report of the Melbourne Harbour Trm;t for 
1H9S. The report Sl1J'S-

At the end of the SPcond decade of its existence as 
corporate body, the }ielbourne Harbour Trust can re
fElr with ~L justifiable fpeling or confidence to the man
ner in which it has carrir 1 into effect, the duty imposed 
upon it by the Act \vhich created it. 'l'hat duty was to 
make and keep the port of J1elbourne abreast of the 
rapidly expanding sea-borne traffic of the colony of 
Victoria. How this duty has been performed e:tn best 
be shown by referencn to one or two salient facts. Prior 
to 1877 all mail steamers and vessels of a dranght which 
would now be considered even moderate were com
pelled to lie at anchor in Hobson's ll:1v and there dis
charge their ca1·¥oes into lighters; the' river Yarra was 
about 140 feet \VIde and 12 feet deep ;and )ielbourne was 
approached by the narrow, circuitous, and difficult course 
known as. Humbug Reach. In 1897 the largest vessels 
that enter the Hea1is of Port Phillip may find convenient 
berthage at the l\'illiamstown aud Port Melbourne 
piers, while vessels at' 8,000 t,1ns bnrthen, with n. 
draught of from 22 feet to 23 feet, appro:.nh the city 
through a ;;ently-curvjng channel300 feet wide throw,.h
out its whole length, and n.re safely aceommodatcd

0 
at 

the Melbourne wharves and in the Yictoria Dock. in 
close proximity to the railways. f!,wo cardinal principles 
of commerce are eti:imently reeognised for the l'"'nefi t 
of both importers and exporters in the provision 
th~s made. for. tl:w. shipping of the port. First, that 
frmghtage Is diminished proportionately as the size 
of ships ~ncreases; and, secondly. t.hat the nearer 
merchandise can be brought in one bottom to hu O'e 
centres of distribution, the more economical the co~t 
of distributing. Thirty-seven large and commodious 
transit shed:s, including two now in course of 
building, have been erected for merchandise, auu 
good ro~cl app\oache~ have been made to every portion 
of the eight miles of wharfRge which have be'Jn cou
structed: 'fhis accommodation is stilJ lJarelv su1iciont 
for current needs; hut when the new cOnstruetive 
works in the Yictm ... a Docks are completed, it is 
thc:.1ght .that the accommodation will be fully abreast 
of the present traffi,". In carrying out these e \:tensiYe 
works, and in maintaining all the servic0s and adminis
trat.ion of the port, the commis c,l.mers h:tve expended 
£~.645,000, of.which only £2,0l"O,OOO are loan moneys, 
All the famhttes and advantages provided bv this 
expenditure are enjoyed by producers throughout the 

colony, who ship their merchandise from Melbourne,, 
absolutely without charge; and the more the cost of 
freight can be thris reduced, the greater will be their 
gain. 
That ohows what they have done in Melbourn~. 

Of cour"e we cannot expect to 
[9"30 p.m:] follow the example of Melbourne. 

\Ve camwt afford to spend any
thing like £5,000,000; bnt it is our dut,y to do 
what we~can. , \Ve have a river here-that is, a 
real river. It is not"' ditch like the Yarra; and, 
when we see what they have done ,;ith tha.t 
ditch, there is every encouragement for us to go 
on and itnprove our n!agnificent river. 

Mr. GrVEl"'S \Vhat about the other ports in 
the colony? 

HoN. E. B. :FOilRES'l': ·I will refer to them 
later. I shl1l! finish first of all with Mel
bourne. The revenl1e for the year 1S98 was as 
follows :.,.-\Vharfage rates, £147, 03:~; rents from 
lands, etc., and license•, £13,423; ferries, £528; 
steam towt:J and erane fees, £210 ; license fee~, 
£389; storage, £31-making a total of .£161,G1G. 
One-fifth of that is paid to the consolidated 
reverme-£31,846; refnncls on wharfage, £1,\!95 
-tt tal, £33,842, which leaves "' net revenue for 
1898 of £127,174. I only regret that WE> cannot 
work our figures up to something like those. Of 
course they have a trade that we have not got yet. 

The 'fmJAScRER: And four times our popu
lation. 

Ho:-r. E. B. :FORREST: Hefc,rence has been 
made to the other ports and harbours of the 
colony. If hon. members turn to 'fable Y, 
accon1p·•nying the Treasurer\; Statement, they 
will find a return shov. ing the> tutl1l . value of 
imports into and experts froJll the various ports 
of Queensland, also borderwist>, during the year 
ended 31st December, 1898. According to thl1t 
return, the trade of Brisbane, exclusive of the 
border trade, amounted to 34"54 per cent. 
of the total trade of the colony; the trade of 
Rockhampton to 18"12 per cent. ; and the 
trade of 'fowmwille to 20"70 per cent. Now 
those are the three principal ports of the colony. 
There is not the slightest doubt that the great 
bulk of the trade of the colony is done with 
those three porte, , and I submit thl1t 
every one of those ports is entitled to 
every pcrsible consideration in the shape nf 
improven1u1tH, beCnu2e the oversea trade of 
Queensland undoubtedly is done frPm those 
port'•. .i\ly strong disposition is to open up 
every one of them and [ive ew!ry facility for 
tr;,de to them. Then the trade of the colony 
will prosper. I have no desire whatever to 
claim for Brisbane anything more than I am 
prepared to give to Rockhl1mpton and Towns,, ill e. 

J:vir. GIVENS: What about the other ports? 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: The other ports are 

receiving every attention now, r.nd there is no 
doubt. they will continue to rec ive every atten
tion. If the hnn. member looks at the expendi
ture in regard tn harbour improvements, he will 
find that the other ports have he d a very big 
share of the expenditure up to the prPcent time. 
But I am •p~;)kiug now of thr three principal 
ports of the colrmy where the great bulk of the 
trade is done. 

Mr. ANNEAR: What about Maryborough? 
HoN. R B. l!'ORREST: According to T~.ble 

Y, the trade of lVtaryborongh amounts to 1"56 per 
cent. of the whole trade of the colony. 

Mr. ANNEAR: \Vait till we get the Nanango 
trade. 

HoN. E. B. :FORilEST: Of cour>'E', when 
they get the l\"anango trade it will increase very 
much. There is one other paragraph I wish to 
refer to in conr.ection with the harbours and 
rivers-

The prominent points iP the rh er proposed to remove. 
in order to faGHitt,._ t.e navigation and. to relieve the river 
at llood time, have been bored to a depth of twenty-
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'~wo to twenty-eight feet below low water, and in uo 
Instance has any substance harder than gravel and stiff 
clay been met with. It is in tended to deal with this 
ma:tter at an early date, commencing with Kang~t:too 
Pmnt. 
I am exceedingly glad to see that statement, 
becau~e the sooner so.mething is done to improve 
the r1ver at that pomt the better. This leads 
me to another m:ttter. It is well known that 
l\Ies~r;. Howard ~mich and Sons and C"p!~in 
Collm have applied for permission to build 
wharves opposite that point. 'fhe app~ir:1tion, I 
und<;ri!tand, was not favourttbly received by the 
l\fttn~e Boar~l, and the Treasurer verr pr.,perly 
go..vA 1nstruct1ons that the evidence of seafaring 
men was to be taken as to the ditlicnllies or d"n
~ers that mif(ht attach to the building of wharves 
m that part10ubr q narter. That evidence was 
taken, and the application was absolutely 
refnsed. I am not going to deal with the evidence. 
It has been suhmitte~ to t~ie House in the shape 
of a return, and the tune w1ll come when we will 
ha vean oppo:tunity of d:scussingthe question more 
freely. I w1ll say, however, that the evidence 
points conclusively to this: That when K"'ngaroo 
J>omt is C;'t do1-:n there will be no difficulty 
whatever, m the JUdgment of competent men in 
buildir:g wharves tl:~re. Now, :J; take g~eat 
exc,,ptwn to the deCloiOn of the JYiarine Board 
because they make no reference whatever to this: 
I am not going to cavil at their havinrr refused the 
application now. If they ha:! con"fined them
se~ ves to the pre;<ent time, and said they did not 
thmk present ctreumstances justified the rrrant
ing of the application, and had then gone on to, :ty 
that a" soon as Kang<troo Point was cut down 
there would be no trouble whatever and no 
difficulty in building wharves there-if' they had 
gon.e to ~r!at extent, I should have appreciated 
thm~ pos1t10n. 

The TREASURER: There c.1n be no difficulty 
when the point is cut away. 

H?~· E. B. FORREST: Why do not the 
Marme Board .say so? As it stands, they have 
absolutely declined to give permission for the 
wharves to be built there. As soon as that point 
is cut aw"tythere can be no reason whatever for the 
wharves not being built, and there is no reason 
why the Marine Board should not have said so. 
It damages the reputation of the place. Here 
are 1\Jp-;sr,, Ho ward Smith and Sons prepared to 
spend £45,000 or .£50,000 in the erection of these 
wharves, and their appliJ:1.ti•m is absolutely 
refnsed: There is no hope given that at some 
future tmte, when the point is removed there will 
be no objection. This sort of thino- di,courarres 
peo_ple, and_ when they are prepa~ed to sp:nd 
.£ 1D, 000 or .£u0~000, they deserve some encourage
ment. There ts only one other remark I wish to 
make in reference to thi< matter, and I take this 
t~e fitst opportnn!ty of referring to it with a 
v1ew to puttmg 1t rtght to some extent Captain 
Oundith, commander of the steamer·" Duke of 
Ar!l'yle1" stated that in his judgment Kangaroo 
Po,tnt. Is the most dangerous or most difficult 
pomt m the world. Now, what will be the effect 
of a statement like that going forth throughout 
t~e length and breadth ~>f th.e world? Shipowners 
wrll declme t? send tbe1r sh1ps here. I complain 
that the JYiarme Board should allow suah a state
ment to go unchallenged. It was the duty pf 
the Marine Board-if it has any duty to perform 
-to put O!"ptam C~mdith through his facings 
and nscertam from h1m what was his knowledge 
of .the wor.ld. It is not my busine.,s now to 
enh!l'hten. h1m, bu~ when the proper time comes 
I wtll enlighten bun, and I may Fay that there 
are three ports in England where there are worBe 
cun·es than Kangaroo Point, and that there is 
no ditiiculty in navigating these particular points. 
Captain Oundith did not require to travel over 
the world to arrive at the conclnoion th!tt 

Kangaroo Point is not the only difficult 
point, and that it is not the most difficult 
pb.ce in the world to navigate. Evidence 
of that sort being a!lo,.:ed to go unchal
lenged, and a man being aliowed to gabble n,lono
without being checked, is anything but credi; 
able to the intelligence of the Marine Board. 
Such a statement is most damaging to the port 
and I contc·nd that it wos the dutv of the board 
to challenge it, or, at all e\ ·ents, to give Captain 
Oundith >tn opportunity of shnwing what his 
knowledge of the world was. Now I come to 
the paragraph under the heading of "Shipping." 
The Treasurer says-

Ullder this heading the figurrs for the last five years 
show that there has been a considLrable increase in 
the number of vessel~ trading to and from the various 
ports of the colony. In 189t the tonnage inwards for 
all ports was 459,6-t7 tons, and in 1898 it reached 
602,_006 tons, an increa::.e of 14~,359 tons. During this 
periOd the tonnage ente.red at the port of Brisbane in
crutsecl by 120,840 tons. 

It lms been asserted that owing to what are called 
"the disabilith·0 of the port," we are losing our oversea 
trade. But this a"'sertion. like others that those who 
decry the port are so fond ofputting forth to the world 
fails in truthfulness when judged in the light of facts: 
')'he fact I bave already stated proves that the shipping 
trade is steadily inf'rea~ing. 
\Vhere is the trade increasing ? To the southern 
colonies. It is not proved that the oversea trade 
which is the trade that we are particularly inter~ 
ested in in this part of the world, is increasing. 
The fact is thac of the G02,000 tons mentioned, 
400,000 tons were with the Australian colonies, 
antl only 200,000 tons with the United Kingdom 
and othe~ part~. 'rhe tonnage basis, however, is 
a very rrn::;lmtding one to work upon ; you cannot 
form an estimate of w ha.t is going on by the 
tonnage alone, and the Treasm'er has dealt with 
thttt. basis only. I will give the Committee an 
instance of what it reallv means. The "Kent " 
which was here ttbont a 'fortnight ago, is a vess~l 
of 3,5M tons. She practically brought nothing 
whatever here, and she took away 550 tons of 
tallow, 12 bns of h1des, 50 tons of butter, and 
3G3 balP ,, of h'ool. 

The TnE.\SURER : She took all she could get. 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: That is true, but I 

want to give an illustration of what is the effect 
of bking the tonnage '<lone as a basis of calcu
lation. In the case of the "Kent," it was 
3,5:\4 tom in and 3, 554 tons ont, that is a total 
of 7,108 tons for less than 1,000 tons of cargo, so 
that, as I have said, the tonnage basis is a most 
misleading one. If the Treasurer wanted to get 
at a proper view of the position, if he wanted to 
get at the facL", he should have made a calcula
tion on th6" tonnage basis, and then of the 
quantities and v:tlne of the actual cargo 
brought here and exported. As he has 
not done so I shall give him the figures, 
taking the years 1897 an<i 1898. '['he volume of 
bu:,iness W;J,S larger in 1898, but as a matter of 
fact there was not much difference in the relative 
proportions. 1 shall first take the exports, 
excluding everythingeoastwisewithin the colony, 
On the tonnuge basis the exports for those two 
years were one,third direct, and two-thirds by 
way of the AusLralin.n colonies. On the value of 
the carg•1 bahis they were one-half direct, and 
one-half by way of the Australian colonies_ On 
tl;e ac'u:>l quantities basis, half the wool and 
half the hllow went direct, and half by way of 
the Australian colonies. Practically the whole 
of our rr.eats, preserved, frozen; and tinned, and 
pearlshell went direct. Now, a fair inference 
from thoMl figures is that nearly one-htt!f of our 
export trade went by the southern colonies, 
leaving one-half to go direct. 

The 'rREASURER: Whose fault was that? 
Ho~. E. B. FORREST : It was our own fault, 

because we do not give facilit.ies to ships to Ct,me 
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here and trade direct with the colony. As an 
illustration of the imperfect basis on which the 
hon. gentleman has been arguing, I have referred 
to the case of the "Kent," which came here out 
of the season for the purpose of taking w hatewr 
cargo was available at the time. Steamers cr,me 
to this port irregularly; we have not a regular 
trade here, and the consequence is that half of our 
export trade goEs by way of Sydney and Mel
bourne. The reason more ve~~eis do not co1ne i~ 
that our river does not offer shiJJS the necessary 
facilities. They cannot come here except at a 
very great disadvantage as compared with what 
they can do in Sydney. It takes a dny to come 
up the river, and a day to go down. "\Ve want to 
so improve our port tha.t a vessel can come up 
and go down the river the same day if that is 
desired ; and unless we give facilities of that 
sort, oversea vessels will not come to Brisbane, 
because time is money to them, and their 
expenses are going- on all the time. Until we 
deepen the river to 26 feet, and give freedom of 
access to the jJort, we shall never get these 
oversea vessels tn come here re~ularly. 

An HONOUI\ABLE MEMBER: You want another 
Port Jaekson. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST: No, there is only 
one Port Jackson; but in a commercial se,rse 
we can make our river as good as Port 
,Tackson, because in that port they have only 
27 feet of water, and we propose to drepen 
the Brisbane to 2() feet. With regard to om 
imports for the two years I have mPntioned, 
practically only one-third was direct on the 
tonnage basis, and on the value basis three
fourths of the trade was direct. The actual 
quantities are not obtainable, as the Custom' 
keep no records showing those r,articulars in re
gard to goods coming from England to Sydney 
and then being transhipped from Sydney 
to Brisbane, but I think we may fairly 
conclude that three-fourths of our in, port trade 
is direct, leaving one-fourth by way of the 
southern colonies. On those facts I say it is not 
proved, as the Treasurer ''tntes, that our "ship
ping trade is steadily increasing." 'l'hey prove 
exactly the contrary-that the oversell trade, 
which is the trade we are particularly anxiouB 
about, has not been anything like what it ought 
to have been. Now there is another trade we 
want and should cultivate, and that is what is 
known as the Eastern trade. That trade is 
growing larg-ely, not with Qurensla1od, I am 
sorry to say, but with Australia. 

The TREASURER : What do you call the 
Eastern trade ? 

HoN. E. B. :FORREST: With China, Japan, 
and the Philippines. I e.ay th~ttrade is growing 
considerably, but we are not doing it here. They 
are doing it in the southern ct'lonies, and there 
is no reason in the world why we should not do 
1t here. The reason we do not do it here now is 
because we do not provide sufficient facilities. 
They take a large quantity of meats, tallow, 
wool-they took ±:60,000 of "ool last year from 
Sydney •. They will take coal, sugar-they are 
commencmg to take sugar, and 2,000 tons went 
last year from New South \Vales. Do you rman 
to say New South "\Vales can give them better 
sugar than we can? 

The TREASURER: That was Queensland snrar. 
We ship more meat here than they do in New 
South Wales. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST: "\Ve l>ave got it ancl 
they have not; but we should ship tallow; wool, 
coal, meat, sng-ar, ancl manure if we had the 
facilities they have in the south. There is no 
doubt about it, the stearners~o on south, where they 
can get fr.cilities far better than anything we 
can give them; and it is for that rril-BOn they 
pase our port. I will not detain the Committee 
much longer. I may ,ay, I believe the colony is 

on the eve of very great prosperity. Our re
sources are being developed at a rate that is 
highly satisfactory, and onr trade may have 
tremendous deveiopments with improvements 
in our harbours. I am not speaking for Briobane 
alone, but for our principal ports, when I say 
that I tnbt the r.d vccacy of improvements in 
our harbours will be respor;ded to by the 
Government and by l'arliammt in a liberal 
spirit. 

HONOURABLE ME~!RERS: Hear, hear! 
The House resumed; the CHAIRM.~N reported 

progress, and the Committee obtained leave to 
sit again on Tuesday. 

The House adjourned at six minutes to 10 
o'clock. 




