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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 17 OCTOBER, 1899. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3 
o'clock. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers, laid on the bble, were 

ordered to be vrinted :-
Despatch, dated 4th August, 18!19, respecting 

trade relations between Great Britain 
and the German Empire. 

:Further correspondence respecting future 
admil'istration of British New Guinea. 

Fifteenth annual report of the Hydraulic 
Engineer on water supply. 

Report of the transactions under the Agri­
cultural Lands Purchase Act of 1894. 

In suh,titution for the return laid upon the 
table the 28th of September last, return 
to an Order relative to guarantees for 
the proposed extension of the Bowen 
railway, made by the Home on motion 
of Mr. R. H. Smith on the 14th of 
Septem her last. 

Return to an order relative to Crown lands 
fronting the Brisbane made by the House 
on motion of the Hon. J<J. B. Forrest, on 
the 4th instant. 

Further corre,pondence respecting the adop­
tion by the Legislative Council vf 
Address to the Queen praying for 
establishment of the Commonwealth. 

J.<'EDERATION. 
PRESENTATION OF AnnRESS TO THE Ql'EEN. 

The SPEAKER r,.•ported that he had this day 
present,,d to His Excellency the Admini·trator 
of the Government the Address to Her Maje,ty 
the Queen, agreed to by the House on the 4th 
instant, for transmission to the Secretary of 
State for the ColonieR, with a requeet that the 
Right Honourable Lord Lamington, Governor of 
Queemland, may be JJermitted to personally 
submit it to Her Majesty; and that His Excel­
lency has been pleased to make the following 
reply:-

" J\llR. SPEAKER, 
" It affords me very great pleasure to receive 

the Address of the Legislative Assembly, and to 
be thE' medium of transmitting it for Her 
Majesty's royal consideration. 
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"It will also give me much pleasure to com­
municate to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies the request of the Legislative Assembly 
that His Excellency L.ord Lamingt.on, Governor 
of Qu.eensland, may be permitted to personally 
submit the Address to Her 11aje,;ty. 

"S. W. G RIFFITH, 
'' Adruinistrator. 

'"17th October, 1899." 

QUESTIONS. 

Eii!PLOBIExT o~· ALIENS IN CEN1'1UL Jl,In.Ls. 

Mr. BROWNE (C1·oydon) asked the Trea· 
surer-

l. Is it true that twenty .Japanese are employed at 
the M.ulgrave Central 31Hl? 

2. Also that a number of other colonred aliens are 
employed there? 

3. If so, will he take steps to put an end to the 
employment of coloured aliens in central mills, as 
promised by Sir Thos. ~1ci!wraith in 1893? 

The TREASURER (Hon. R. Philp, Towns­
vi/le) replied-

1. No. 
2. Six Malays and six Japanese are employed at the 

cane-carrier; six J-1alays clean out triple effets. 

3. The emp~oyment of colourecl aliens in sugar mills 
is discouraged by every me,~ns in the power of the 
Government. 

EXPENDITURE ON GOLD OR MINERAL J<'JELDS. 

Mr. J ACKBON (Kennr'l'f) asked the Secretary 
for J\fines-

·what is the total a 1 aunt actually expended by the 
various Queensland Governments f~r-

1. Rewards for the discovery of gold or mineral 
fields? 

2. Prospecting purposes ? 
a. Deep sinldng? 
4. Schools of ~\line'" or ).fining Institutes? 

The SECRETARY FOH MINES (Hon. R. 
Philp) replied-

1. £9,75\l. 
2. £~l1,~1S.t 18s. Sd. 
3. £28,191 H·•. 5d. 
4. £1,067 Ss. 7d. 

AcTs HELATING TO uNEMPLOYED. 

Mr. LESINA (Cierrnont) asked the Attorney­
General-

l. Will he aeccrtain whether the Acts of 43 Eliubeth, 
Chapters. 2, 3; Cha1·Ies I., Chapters 4, 14; Charles II., 
Chapter 12: and 12 Anne, Ch.tpter 18, are in force in the 
colony of' Que:msland? 

3. Is he aware that the:;e Acts empower local aut~ cri­
ties to start manufactories. and acquire 1anr1 in the 
int.erest::~ of the unemplo_yed, and open stores tor the 
sale of the manufactured article~ and the produce of 
the farms, also in the mteregts of the unemployed? 

'.rhe ATTORNEY- GJ1~NERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge, Maranoa) replied-

1. The honourable member has not snfficientlv identi­
fied the Acts of tile reigns of Charl<' I. ami Charles H. 
to enable me to accurately answer the question with 
respect to them. The Acts of the rei~ns of Elizabeth 
and Aune are not in force in this colony. 

2. I am aware that so many of the Acts specified as I 
·-can identify did deal \Vith matters mentionerl in the 
question. 

THE TRANSVAAL CO:'-rTINGE;srT. 

RESUillPTION OF DEBATE- \VANT OF CoxFI· 
DEXCE :MoTION. 

On the Order of the Day being read for the 
resumption of the adjourned debate on the 
Premier's motion-That this House renews the 
assurance of its loyalty and devotion to the 
Throne and Person of Her Most Gracious 

Majesty the Queen; and as evidence of its 
sympathy with Her Majesty's subjects in the 
South African Republic, who have for so 
l<>ng a period suffered burdensome disabiJi. 
ties and grievous injustice, desires to sup­
port the determination of H r Majesty's 
advisers to secure the immediate rec,•gnition 
of British rights in that Republic. This 
Home therefore views with approbation 
the proposal of the Government to equip, des­
patch, and maintain a military force volun'eer­
ing for service with Her :Majesty's Arrny in 
Snuth Africa, consisting of 250 officers, non­
commi>·•ioned officers, ttnd men of the Queens­
land Mounted Infantry, together with a machine­
gun section of the queensland Hegiment of 
Royal Australian Artillery-on which Mr. Daw­
son had moved that the qu"otion he amenderl by 
the insertion, after the word " Queen," of the 
words "but disapproves of the action of the 
Government in making an offer of trot>ps to 
serve with Her Majesty's Army in South Africa, 
thus c ,mmitting the colony to an indefinite and 
practically unlimited expenditure without the 
sanction of Pttrliament"-

Mr. UOWLEY (Herbcrt): In rising to say a 
few \\ ,:>rds on this question, I will d0al first of all 
with the amendment proposed by the senior 
member for Charters Towers, JYir. Dawson. It 
appears to me that the hon. member, in moving 
his amendment, hac, taken a very extraordinary 
course of proceeding. I think had he been 
sincere in wishing to e,msure the Government for 
t~eir action in undertaking to send a contingent 
from Queensland to accnmpany the British troops 
to the Transmal-had he been sincere in his 
desire to censure them for doing an unconstitu­
tional action-he should and wnuld have taken 
the earliest opportunity of proposing this vote of 
censure, and not have allowed it to remain until 
now. 

11EoiBERS on G overnm~nt side : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. COWLEY: Tre Government took the 

first opportunity of bringing the matter before the 
House in the Opening Speech of His Excellency, 
and when he debated the Addres1 in Reply he 
should have stated his dFtermination to have 
brought forward this motion ; or, to be strictly 
within the proper procedure, if he had believed 
it was au unconstitutional uct, he should have 
moved an amendment on t~1e Address in Reply, 
and not have allowed it to go on the voices with­
out the "lightest demur. 

Mr. McDONALD ; The Premier knov s why 
that was not done. 

Mr. CO\VLEY; P.:rhaps the hon. m•cmber is 
referring to a treaty which w1s said to have b.en 
entered into by the Premier and certain members 
on the Oppo .ition side, and which those hon. 
members have since rleni~d. 

ME}IBEHS oi the Opposition : The federation 
qne,tion. The f~deral .•pirit. 

Mr. CO\VLEY: However, as we haYe passed 
the Addt·ess in Reply, in which we have stated 
that ' very subject mentioned in it will receive 
the co,rnm.t consideration of this House, I think 
the hon. m.·mber has taken a most extr••.ordinary 
proc~eding- in moving this vote of censure at the 
present time. There has been nothing said by 
any hon. member-there have be~n ;no arguments 
brou;,:ht forward-to prove that th1s man unconstl­
tutionalaction on the part of the Premier. The only 
meml1er ho touched on it was the hon. member 
for Enoggera, Mr .. Drctke, and all be sair;l or'; the 
qm "tion was that It would be "n unconst1tutwnal 
act on the the part of the Government to offer 
the Defence Force of this e.;lony, or to com­
mand the Defpnce Force of thi,, colony, as a 
Defence Force, to proceed to the Transvaal ; 
but the difference betw"en the action of the 
Premier and the contention of the hon. member 
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is that the Government have not in any way 
sought to indi.!ce or compel men of the Defence 
Force to leave this colony to fight in South 
Africa, but have simply, at the request of ce1 tain 
members of the force who have volunteered for 
service, agreed to accept their services and send 
them, if this House so approvp, Therefore no 
one has touched on the constitutional question, 
and no arguments h0~ve been bron;;ht forward to 
show that the Government in this re,<pect have 
acted in an unconstitutional ri1anner. 

An HoNOURABLE J\IEMBEH : You show now 
that they have. 

Mr. COWLEY: How can I reply to argu­
ments that have not been adduced i It is not 
my custom, as it is the custom of some hon. 
members, to put np aunt sallies and knock them 
down. I am here to refute any arguments I 
think of sufficient importance which have been 
brought to bear on the question by members on 
the other side. 

Mr. GrVEl\S: Can you refute them? 
Mr. CO\VLEY: I cannot refute ar,uments 

that have never been brought forward. It seems 
to me that a great deal too much has been made 
ouL of this question, though no argument,s have 
been brought forward to show that the action of 
the Government is unconstitutional. Things 
have been clone and money has been expended 
by the Governmen~ in instances very similar to 
this. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : Two wrongs don't make a 
right. 

Mr. 00\YLEY: Money has been spent out 
of session, and has been sanctiuned when Par­
li~ment has met. In 189G-7, if hon. members 
wrll refer to the Supplementary Estimates, they 
will find that on that oec~sion a sum of betvreen 
£200 and £300 was spent by this Government to 
bring back men "ho had left our shores and 
gone to Paraguay. Those men appealed to the 
Government, stating that they were in a desti­
tute condition ; they had been misled by men 
who should have known a great deal better; 
they had gone to a country which they believed 
was flowing with milk and honey, and they 
found that instead of flowing with milk and 
honey it was a land in which they had to suffer 
privations which could not possibLy have existed 
in a country like this. 

1\ir. LESINA: That is what the immigrants 
who come here find. 

Mr. COWLEY : What did the Government 
do? Direc ly they fonnd those men-men who 
were British subjects, and former residents of 
Australia-directly they found that those men 
were labouring under those disabilities and dis­
advantages in Paraguay-without consulting 
Parliament, they spent the money which brought 
them back to these shores. Then they came to 
this Home and stated what they had done, and 
t.he money was immediately voted by this House 
without the slightest demur. In another case, 
over £800 was spent by the Government during 
that year without the consent of Parliament, 
and was afterwards approved by this Hou;e also 
without demur. A nu m her of our Defence Force 
was sent to England to compete at Bisley. Over 
£1,000 was spent, and not the slightest objection 
was ever raised by hon. members on that side, 
who now assert that the Government have acted 
in an unconstitutional manner. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: That only shows that we have 
b,,en drifting. 

Mr. COvVLEY : "iVhether we have been 
drifting or not, if this is unconstitutional, to a 
great extent the Government are justified in 
their ac: ion by the unanimous consent of the 
House given on those occasions in which money 
was expended without the consent of Parliament. 

It is not the amount of money spent which con­
stitutes an unconstitutional action, it is the 
principle, and if this is an unconstitutional 
action the members on the other side are acces­
sory and are equally to blame with the Govern­
ment, because they on two occasions allowed 
the Government to pass votes on the E'timates 
to indemnify them for moneys expended, and on 
this occasion dnring the debate on the Address 
in Reply they nevPr raised the sli;:;htest objection. 

Mr. STEPHENSON: Circumstances alter cases. 
Mr. COvVLEY : It is true that the senior 

member for Charters Towers stated that he 
would oppose any sum placed on the Estimates 
for this purpose, and that I could easily under­
stand as a legitimate course of procedure, but 
to come now and introduce this amendment 
censuring the Government for the action they 
have taken, is an unwarrantable acLion on the 
part of the hon. member, and will not hold 
water. 

Mr. DAWSON: I apologise. 
Mr. COWLEY: 'Ihe only differen<:'' between 

the two cases is this: In one instance the money 
was actually expended; in this instance no money 
has been expended, ttnd if Parliament is of 
opinion that the Premier has acted unconstitu­
tionally they can flatly refuse, as has been done 
in other instanc:s, to expend the money. From 
my point of view there has been no unconsti­
tutional act on the part of the Government. I 
believe it is absolutely necessary that the Execu­
tive of this House-the Government of this 
country-should, whenever occasion demands, 
act promptly on their own initiative, withont 
first consulting this House, unless we are in 
session, If the Home is in session and they 
can lay tl1eit- propositions before the House 
they are in duty bound to do so, but when the 
House is not sitting, and emergencies arise such 
as this, any members of the Ministry who 
would sit mpinely by and not bke the action 
necessary, I for one wonld flatly refuse to follow 
them; and on this occasion, instead of censuring 
the Government for their action, I must applaud 
them for doing what is not only right and just, 
but for setting an example which has been 
follc1wed by the other colonies. 

MEMBEI\S on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. CO"iVLEY: Now, Sir, so far as I can 
understand from the speeehes of the leader of 
the Labour Opposition, and from the utterances 
of those who have spoken after him on his side, 
they do not treat it as a constitutional question, 
but they object to the action itself. 

J\fEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: No, no! 
Mr. OOWLEY : The leader of the Labour 

Opposition stated, when he rose to reply to the 
Chief Secretary, that it gave him as much 
pleasure to oppose this motion, as it did the hon. 
member to propose it. 

Mr. DAWSON: I c"mlcl only speak once, The 
Premier spoke three times. 

Mr. COWLEY : Hon. members on the other 
side do not so much object to this question 
on constitutional grounds, as to the proposed 
action in sending men to assist the British 
:Empire at this juncture, I cannot understand 
that objection coming from any man who has 
enjoyed the civil and political liberties such as 
are enjoyed by hon. members on the opposite 
side of the House, and by every man in Queens­
land. 
ME~IBERS on the Gov,ccrnment side : Hear 

hear! 
Mr. LESINA : And largely won by agitators, 

too. 
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Mr. COWLEY: Whether they were won by 
agitators or not, that is the het. The leader of 
the Labour Opposition stated-and repeated the 
statement afterwards when attention was drawn 
to the matter-that the Uitlanders in the South 
Afric~,n Republic had greater privileges than 
foreigners coming into this country. I am sorry 
indeed to think that any hon. member who enjoys 
the privilege of sitting in this House, and all 
the civil, religious, and political privileges that 
we do enjoy, should make such a statement as 
that. 

:\iE>IBERS on the Government oide : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. COvVLEY : Directly a foreigner comes to 
our shores and wishes to become naturalised, he 
can do so. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : No. He must 
be here six months. 

JY1r. COWLEY: No. If I am wrong I am 
subject to correction, but I have it on the 
authori~y of a legal member of this House that 
if any European alien comes to our shores he can 
be naturalised in twenty-four hours. But an 
Asiatic alien has to reside in this colony six 
months and be married before he can be 
naturali,ed. But it is immateriftl w!:J.ether it is 
twenty-four or six months. Any man coming 
from a European country, or from the United 
States, who wishes to exchange his nationality, 
can within a reasonable time, and without any 
harsh conditions, become naturalised a' a subject 
of Queensbnd, and from that moment he is 
entitled to all the privileges which any British­
born subject is entitled to who arrives in this 
colony at the same time. 

Mr. GLASSEY : He can do so the day after he 
arrives, but he cannot vote till six months after. 

Mr. COvVLEY: I thank the hon. member for 
Bundaberg for that remark, a• I wish toe npha­
sise the distinction. I do not think there is 
anything so liberal as this in any country in the 
world, certainly not outside the British posses­
sions. The hon. the leader of the Labour 
0[Jposition also stated that the Uitbnders 
laboured under no disabilities. 

Mr. DAWSON: I contended that they labonred 
under no burdensome disabilities. 

Mr. CO\V.LEY: The hon. member's state­
ments are not borne out by facts. In the 
Transv,tal no man is allowed to become a 
burgher until he has taken the oath of allegiance. 
But that is not the difficulty in the way at all. 
'rhe real difficulty is that so ably pointed out by 
the hon. member for Lockyer-namely, the f<mr­
teen year"' term of re;;idence lmd other haras3ing 
conditions. It is not the question of taLing the 
oath. There ar2 men in the Transvaal and in 
the Orange Free State whom I know well, who 
became burghers after only having resided 
there two years. They went thera as young men, 
attracted to that country by the love of 8port; 
they took the oath of allegiance, married, 
and took up land, and these men will be found 
fighting in the ranks of the Boers against 
the British. At that time there was no great 
difficulty in obtaining the franchiee. The Orange 
Free State was anxious to get foreigners to settle 
there. They were not so anxious to get English­
men a~ Scotchmen, because they regarded them 
as a conquered race, like themsrl ves, and "a 
fellow-fe,"ling makes us wondrous kind." No 
man who ha' been travelling in the Transvaal for 
more than a day or two wonld think of calling 
himself an Englishman, if he wished for hospi­
tality. If he came to a house there and was asked 
what his nationality was, and he said he was an 
Englishman, he would be told that the next 
home was not very far away, though it might be 
twenty miles distant ; but if a Scotchman or a 

Russbn came along he would be treated with 
the greate,:t liberality, and would be most royally 
entertained, because he is regarded as the heredi­
tary foe of the hated Englbh. 

Mr. KEOGH : '\Vhere do my countrymen come 
in? 

Mr. COvVLEY: I have no doubt that they 
would be very pleased to receive the countrymen 
of the hon. member, if he was among them. 
They would probably sympathis~ with each 
other. Now, Sir, I am not quotmg fables or 
from newspapers, but I am speaking fror': p~r­
sorml experience, and no doubt tha JUmor 
member for Charters Towers will bear me out 
when I say that all throughout the Transvaal, 
for many years past-in fact ever since the 
Boers settled there-there has been the strongest 
antip,thy to the English. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: No antipathy to 
Australia. 

Mr. COWLEY: No; to Englishmen. ;Ev~n 
the :B'ree Staters themselves who came to hve m 
the Transvaal, unle3s things have altered during 

the last twelve months, labour un­
[4 p.m.] der the same exclusive conditions 

as other Uitlanders. They com­
plained, and a conference was .held to con­
sider the disabilities under whJCh the .F:ee 
Staters laboured. Simply on account of reo<1d mg 
there for twelve months, or even for six months, 
they were "commandeered," and compelled to 
fight for the Transvaal. . I an> .not altogether 
certain about the alteratiOn whiCh was made, 
bnt I know that a conference was held, and the 
TransvaP.lers have made some difference in f,wour 
of the burghers of the Orange :B'ree SLate. There 
is no doubt that-not so much throughout the 
Orange :B'ree State, but .throughout t?e Tra?s­
vaa.I.-there is a burning, 1nten~e, and Incre,1.stng 
hatrocl of the British, and that has gone on 
;1ccunmlating to such an extent--

Mr. LESINA: The British millionaire. 
Mr. COWLEY : Ago,inst the British, and 

more particularly against the English. .Th~t 
has now got to such a point that the questiOn. Is 
not of the franchise ; it is not a question of tnal 
by jury, but it iF a question of the supremacy of 
the British in South Africa. 

J\IE:I!DERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! B .. h 

Mr. 00\VLEY : The way in which the r1tls 
have been treated in the South African Republic 
has emboldened the Dutch colonists in Cape 
Colony and N a~al to try :;tn,d sh!'ke ?ff British 
rule. and conrnve and JO!ll w1th the Trans­
vaalera · and now what do we see there? We see 
that th~ country is teeming with traitors. Eng­
land has been so lenient towards the Transvaal­
they have allowed them to go O? ~n their own 
evil cuurs<'d, that they have dic,,ated to ~he 
British subjects there, and treated them w1th 
scorn, contu]Jlely, and contempt-~un~il at last 
the Dutch colonists tn the Cape and Natal have 
been so embc.ldened that they have actually now 
declared in manv instances that they will tight 
for the Boers ag;;,inst the British-although they 
have eaten their salt for years, although they 
have lived under British rule, have received every 
consideration and have had representatives in 
both Houses ~f Parliament. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: They 
have got the rule now. 

Mr. COvVLEY: They have been treated in 
exactlv the same manner as the British-born 
subjects. 

Mr. BTEWART : \Vhat is their proportion to the 
population ? 

Mr. COWLEY: Any interjection which the 
hon. member m~,kes to elicit information I shall 
be very pleased to answer. I will answer that 



410 The Transvaal Contingent. [ASSEMBLY.] The Transvaal Contingent. 

in a few minutes. What I want to point out is 
that the question now is one of British supremacy 
in South Africa. The Transvaal has treated 
British subjects in such a manner that the Dutch 
colonists, who have hitherto lived in peace happi­
ness, quietness, and contentment under British 
rule, are now rising to shake off that British rnle in 
the hope that the Dutch rule will be supreme, that 
the British will be driven into the sea, and that 
Great Britain will lose entire pos<ession of the 
whole of South Africa. To show that this is so, 
I will just read an extract from a speech made 
in the Transvaal l>y the Rev. Mr. Vorster, of 
the Dutch Reformed Church, at Burghersdnrp. 
There was a meetil'g called to consider the gues­
tion which has now arisen and whether the Boers 
should fight, and the minister of the Dutch 
Reformed Church said this-

He dicl U()t believe England desired to mak-\ war, for 
she httd not enough men to conquer the Transvaal. It 
might be a bloody war ; it might last for years; but 
the 'fransvaal and the Free Btate could rabe 80,000 
men, and to conquer t.hese, England would need a force 
of 150,000. \Vhere would she got ships tnough to 
convey such an army t \'\'here horse~. and where provi­
sions P England's threat was only a threat-the talk of 
a man with an unloaded gun. One hundred Transvaalers 
would shoot 1,000 Englishmen dead. (I .. oud applause.) 
All their Maxims would not take the Transvaal. 
Another man speaking at the name meeting 
said-

He prayed to the Almighty iha t the day might come 
when the whole of Hrikanderdom would be freed frcm 
the foreign yoke. 

The question is one oft he supremacy oft he British 
forces in South Africa, or the supremacy of the 
Boer. 

Mr. DAWSON: In the Transvaal-not in South 
Africa. 

:Mr. COvVLI<JY: In South Africa. In S11uth 
Africa, as you all know, there icl another element 
which has to be taken into consideration-and 
that is the native element. Under British rule 
the native population have tbriven to an enor­
mous extent. Under the Dutch rule it is just 
the reverse. \Vithin the sphere of British in­
fluence in Son th Africa there are probably between 
2,000,000 and 3,000,000 n<>tives-that is including 
the Zulus, the Tongos, the Zwazis, the Griquas, 
Mosheshi's people, the Basutos, Khmna's people, 
the Natal Katlirs, and t.he natives who are settled 
in the Cape. 

An HoNOVRABLE 11E:IIBER : And the Hot­
tentot. 

Yl:r. CO\VLEY : It is a very hard matter to 
find a pure-bred Hottentot now. He is like the 
missing link-very hard to find ; but there are 
between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 natives within 
the sphere of British influence, to say nothing 
of the n>1tives of Rhodesia-! leave them out 
entirely. 'l'hose people are all watching the 
course of events. They have thdven under 
British rule. I may s;;y, so far as Natal is 
concerned, that when Great Britain annexed 
Natal there were only between 3,000 and 4,000 
of a native population, but· since that time the 
native population ha, increased to over 500,000-
many of them refugees from the Transv;;al, 
from the Orange River l<'ree State, and from the 
Zulu country, driven there by the ill-trea,trnent 
which they have received at the hands of their 
conquerors or thei•· hereditary chiefs. 

Hon. G. THORN: Have they got the fran­
chise? 

Mr. CO\VLEY: In Natal m•ny of them 
have the franchise. In N at8l there are two 
laws. The Roman-Dutch law is the law of the 
land. \Vhen we annexed N at11l we even allowed 
thE' Boer law to remain in force, and it is in 
force up to the pre"ent day. The common law 
of the land is the Roman-Dutch law. Great 
Britain saw that if they were to conciliate the'<e 
people, and ind nee them tJ settle down in their 

midst, and not carry on a rambling nomadic life, 
we should make them certain concessions, and 
one of the concessions was that we should retain 
their law intact, and that the common law of 
England should have no effect in that country. 
The only Jaw which override" it is the statute 
law nf the country. Under the Roman-Dutch 
law the Katfirs have not got a vote, but the 
statute law of Natal makes provision for their 
obtaidng one. There is al,;o in force in N at,Jl 
the Kaffir law, in order to, ~s nearly as pos­
sible, mete out equal justice to the Kaffirs, 
and the administrators of that law try almost 
all offences, with the exeeption of murder, 
under native law. But if a Kaffir native, or 
a refugee, desires to come from under the native 
law and elect to be treated under the Roman­
Dutch law he can do so, and is then entitled to the 
franchise. There is no distinction made-whether 
a m'<n has a black skin, or is an English­
man, or a Dutchman, so long as he has the 
necessary qualification he is a1lowed the fran­
chise. This question is one of far gre;;ter 
moment than the hon. member for Charters 
Towers imagines, or he would never talk of the 
puny Boer having to contend with the might 
and power of Great Britain. This is a question 
of far greater significance, for if the Dutch 
llE'CL'me the paramount power in South Africa, 
the wh,,Je of those natives will be treated in 
the S'UllA way as previous to the advent of 
the British, when they were treated in the 
most diabolic'.! manner. The British would 
not allow them to be retained as sbves, and 
when sin verv was abolished they would not 
vJlow them to he treated as dogs and not as 
men. In the Constitution of the Transvaal, 
which is ,;, written constitution, there is an 
11rticle dealing with this very question, and in no 
case have the Boer$ treated the natives as human 
beings. If the Boer become supreme these 
people will be treated by them, as t~ey have 
been treated heretofore, and what w1ll be the 
result? The same as in days gone by, that the 
whole country will be in a state of turmoil, in a 
state of war from y<"lr', end to ye:cr's end; there 
will he rebellions on every hand, and ulti­
mhtP]y, unless smne superior po\ver co1nes in, 
a.s the :English came in previously, the Dutch 
wiil b'' annihilated and wiped out in their turn, 
because theY will not be able to conquer and 
subdue the \vhole of thr,se tribes now after they 
have enjoyed liberty and freedom under British 
rule. But there is another thing tl:at we should 
take into consideration, and that is why has the 
:Free State interfered? \Vbat right has the Free 
State to interfere? It is simplv because they are 
of the same flesh and blood as the Boers, and 
bPcause they have been maltrccttcd by the 
Britieh, or interfered with m any shape or 
form. 

Mr, GIVENS: 'l'hey are bound by their own 
interest,, to interfere. 

Mr. COWLEY: No; if they studied their own 
interests they would be on the side of the 
British. 

Mr. 0IVENS: Yes, and be gobbled up. 
:Mr. COWLEY: The Free State has been pro­

tected by the British right from its very existence 
up to the present time. At one time it was a 
British posses'-ion, and while the _Briti_sh ruled 
there the Roman-Dutch law remamed m force,. 
and educational establishments were st'c up which 
exist to the present time, and which are greatly 
valued by the settlers. But a time came: 
when the Colonial Office were of opinion that, 
th. y had t<>o m1ny possessions, and they de­
termine([ to give up the Orange Free State. 
The ,.,,ry B-Jers who are now taking up arms 
a"ainst the British, or their ancestors, then sent 
a~ deputation with a petition to tbe Imperial 
Government begging and entreating them not to 
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leave them to the tender mercies of the natives 
of the country. But unfortunately the British 
s:atesmen then at the head of affairs did not seethe 
value of their c >lonie;, and the deputation and 
the petition had no effect. And what was the 
result? They were attacked by the natives, and 
the British interfered again, and fought the 
Basutos, who were a very warlike people, and 
protected the settlers. They behaved in a most 
friendly way towards them, and there hae been 
no dispute between them. The onlv dispute 
of any importance, so far as I am a~are, that 
has atisen was as to the ownership of the diamond 
fields. Some hon. member stated that the Orange 
Free State was robbed of those fields ; but as 
a matter of fact they were not. In 1868 and 
18G9 the diamond fields were a barren wildernt;;s; 
there was little game there, and very few 
people traversed that part of the country, 
because there was nothing to see and nothing 
to shoot. There were only a few people living 
there, and they belonged to a tribe C"•.lled the 
Griquas, some under one chief called \V aterboor 
and others under another chief called Adam 
Koch. When the diamond fields broke out­
I am led to this because the other evening 
hon. members opposite advocated arbitration 
-when the diamond fields broke out there 
were four claimants for the country. The Cape 
Government claimed it as an integral portion 
of Cape Colony, the Orange :Free State claimed 
it, Waterboor claimed it, and the Transvaal 
claimed it. 

Mr. LESINA: And now the Jews have got it. 
Mr. COWLEY: I should advise the hon. 

member to go there, because I am sure they will 
recognise him as one of themselves and welcome 
him into their midst. \Vhen the Government of 
Cape Colony saw that there were all these 
claimants, and that the country could not belong 
to oll of them, insteo.d of fighting over the ques­
tion, they submitted it to arbitration, and the 
arbitrator awarded it to \V aterboor. The Go­
vernment of Cape Colony afterwards bought it 
from the Griqua chief, and it is now a province 
of 0.1pe Colony. Why, I ask, has the Orange 
Free State joined the Tramvaal? It is not 
because they have any quarrel with Great 
Britain, (>r any quarrel WJth the British in 
South Africa; it is not because they labour 
under any disabilities ; and it is not because 
their country is overrun with Uitlanders, as 
they have always welcomed them. At the pre­
sent time a very large percentage of the Free 
State burghers are people of British extraction, 
and the President of the Free State married a 
Scotch lady. And there are thousands of settlers 
in the Free State who are greatly averse to the 
action President Steyn has taken in this cast". 

Mr. GIVENS: How do you know? 
Mr. COWLEY: The hon. member has asked 

a very pertinent question. I know this bec"use 
I have relatives living there who are in constant 
communication with me, and bee tuse every week 
I receive papers from South Africa, both from 
the Free Stttte and from tbe Transvaal, and I 
think I am capable of forming a correct conclu­
sion on the matter. 

HoNOURABLE :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. COWLEY: That is the reason why I 

know, and that is the reason why I •peak on 
this question. \Vhy, I again ask, has the Free 
State joined the Transvaal? It is not because 
"the people there are labouring nuder any dis­
abilities, but simply because they are determined 
if possible to drive the British out of South Africa, 
and to proclaim the vv hole of South Africa a 
Boer Republic. That is the reason. The senior 
member for Charters Towers uses as one argu­
ment :1.gainst this motion that it is cowardlv for 
Queensland to send troops to assist the British 

Empire to fight the Boers. This is a question 
of far greater magnitude than he says it is. It 
is not a question of fighting the Transvaal only. 
It is a question of fighting every Boer, and 
every man of Dutch extraction in South Africa. 
For months past the Boers residing on the 
boundaries of Natal have been receiving weapons 
and ammunition from the Transvaal. For months 
past intrigue has been catried on by the Boers, 
and these people have openly threatene l that 
when the Boers rise they will join with them, 
the same as they did in 1881, when the Transvaal 
acquired itg independence--they will again join 
them and do their utmost to wipe out the hated 
British. I bay that upon this occasion I must 
con!{ratulate the Government upon the stand 
they have taken. Whm I come to think of the 
traitorous conduct and the treachery that exists 
in the Cape and in Natal at the present time, I 
sav that the action of the Australian colonies 
will do a great deal to show the authorities in 
the Cave that Great Britain and the Britbh 
possessions are not to be trifled with. 

:MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. COWLEY: It will show the feeling of 
the British thr,mghout the whole of the British 
Empire. I believe that if the truth was known 
-and the truth will come out some day. 

Mr. STEW ART: Hear, hear! 
:Mr. COWLEY: It will be found that the 

action of the British possessions, in so nobly 
offering to assist Great Britain on the present 
occasion, has had a very great deal to do with 
the acLion of Mr. Schreiner and Mr. J an Hoff­
meyer in backing down and retreating from the 
position they had taken up. I do not wish to 
provhesy, and I do not intend to proph(sy, but 
l believe that when the history of this affair is 
written, after peace is restored-and I hope to 
see the whole of the South Africans li dng in 
unity and peace before very long-I believe we 
shall find that the authorities in the Cape­
not in Natal, where they are quite a diffe­
rent class of mm-I believe we shall find 
that the authoritirs in the Oar•e, the men 
now in power, men of educa:ion and high 
standing, men who have received every con­
sideration from the British Government, and 
for whom the British Government have done 
everything they possibly could to show that 
there was no estrangement from them ; that 
they were as much to them as their own natural 
born subjects-! say that when this history 
C'ltnes to be written I believe we shall find that 
the Boers in the Transvaal and in the Free 
State have been guided to a very great extent 
in th8ir action a.t the present time by prmuises 
of support from the very men who should havE 
done their utmost to show them that they are 
wrong. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. I"ESINA: Is that a prophecy? 
Mr. COWLEY: I have told the hon. member 

that I had no wish to prophesy, but I say that is 
my firm belief, and l have formed that belief 
~fter carefully scanning and studying everything 
I could possibly read on the subject .. 

Mr. LESINA : 'l'he political prophet is very 
often a dead loss. 

Mr. COWLEY : Seeing that that is the cast>, 
I ask this House are we doing an unwise thing 
in sending this contingent Ol"er to assist our 
fellow-subjects of the Empire? 

Mr. STEW ART: Yes. 
Mr. COvVLEY: Are we doing an unwise 

thing to assi•,t our fellow·colonists in Natal? 
Mr. STEWART: Yes. 
Mr. COWLEY: Those men will join the 

British forcee, and will fight side by side with tbe 
British soldiers as citizens of the British Empire. 
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I say that hon. members on the Opposition side 
might take n leaf out of New Zealand's book at 
the present juncture. Hon. members opposite 
are very ready indeed, almost too ready, tn quote 
New Zealand precedents. I would ask them 
on this occasion to follow the New Zealand 
precedent. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. FISHER: You always s:~y they are bad. 
Mr. COWLEY : The hon. member is mis­

taken. I say we can learn a great deal from 
New Zealand, and we are learning a great deal. 
I feel assured that when hon. members come 
to consider the position in which we are now 
they will act a good, loyal, and a patriotic 
part on this occasion, and will vote for the reso­
lutiun. I am certain that on the oppo<ite side 
of the Home hon. members will not be actuated 
by the same small, paltry, petty spirit which ha" 
actua>ed their leader, the senior member for 
Charters Towers. I feel assured that there is 
not a single membor in this House but that hon. 
member who would say that the men of our 
Defence l<'orce who have volunteered to fight the 
Boers on th:is occasion are ''curs, cowards, and 
swashbucklers." I do not suppose there is a 
solitary member on either side of the Houcc who 
will get l\p and rcho that statement, or say that 
he believes it to be true. 

Mr. KERR: You do not know. 
Mr. CO"\VLEY : I do not, and I should be 

sorry to think there is one. 
Mr. JENKINSO": That statement has been 

repudiated by some on this side. 
Mr. COWLEY : Ye<, but I want to go further 

:>nd say that I cannot for a moment believe that 
there is a single solitary member on the Oppo­
sition side," ith,the exception of the hon. member 
who poses a" their leader, who would make such 
a statement in this House. I am sure there is 
not one other who would make it or who woulrl 
glory in having made it, as the hon. member has 
done. 

Mr. LESINA: Does the making of that state· 
ment justify you in cutting Boer threats ? 

Mr. COWLJ<JY: Unfortunatelv in the age in 
which we li l"e these disputes cannot be settled 
withou.t resorting to the sword. I for one regret 
exceedmgly that there is any necessity for it. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: No, you don't. 
Mr. COWLEY : Yes, I do. 
An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: You don't talk 

that way. 
Mr. OOWLEY: I regret exceedingly that 

ther~ should be any necessity for sending this 
~ontm~ent. "\Vhose fault is it that the contingent 
1s sent. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Dickson's! 
Mr. COWLEY : It is not the fault of the 

British Government. No Government on the 
face of the earth, no power on eatth, would have 
dealt so )iberally, so dispassionately, and m g<'ner­
ously With the Boer as Great Britain has done. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. STEWART: Nonsense! 
Mr. COWLEY : If they had been dealing 

with Germany or Russia they would have been 
stamped out long ago. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. COWLEY: Not long ago a party of 
Boers treked into German territory in WF3t 
Africa, but thPy were not there three months 
before they left. They found the treatment 
there quite different from that they received 
under British rule. They would not remain 
there, and although it had cost them a large sum 
of money ar.d they had treked a long distance 
with their wives and familiee, not a solitary mem­
ber of that trek settled in German territory. They 

were only too happy to get under their own or 
under Bri~ish rule again. No Government 
would have acted so lenient.ly or so generously 
with the Boers as the Briti"h Government has 
done. They asked them to consider and recon­
sider the various questions in dispute; they have 
held cunf rences, and done their utmost to induce 
them to arrive at a peaceful solution of the trouble. 
No troops were sent by Great Britain into Cape 
Colony or Natal until it ct>uld be seen clearly 
and distinctly that the Boers were only waiting 
for the Free State to join before they cummenced 
hostilities. 

Mr. STEW ART: They refused arbitration all 
the time. 

Mr. CO"\VLEY: Only on one point, and on 
that point their refusal to arbitrate would be 
justified by every civilised power. 

An HoNOURABLE ~IE>~IBER: "\V hat point is that? 
Mr. COWLEY: The question of suzerainty. 

I think I have shown that this is a much greater 
question than some hon. members appear to 
think, that it is a question of British supremacy 
in South Africa. I should like to say a few 
w~rds before I sit down on the question as to 
whether the Boers of the Transvaal are fit per­
son,; to govern either the Transvaal or any other 
civilised portion of the country. 

Mr. STEW ART : Oh dear, oh dear! 
Mr. l\IcDoNALD: Are you an authority upon 

that question? 
Mr. COWLEY: I do nt•t know whether I am 

an authority, but having known the Boer for 
many years before I came to this countr:~·, and 
having weekly communication v. ith South Africa, 
and having perused many ·English and Dutch 
papers-Dutch papers printed in English; I do 
notn :1.d Dutch-havingread many papers printed 
in the interests of Dutch government, I am, I 
think, fairly capable of forming an ouinion on 
the matter. I say the Boers are not capable 
of governing a civilised community, and they 
are not fit even to govern a savage community. 
In no instance h:1ve the Dutch in South Africa 
done anything to· enlighten, to educatf', or to 
lift the mvage races out of the prsition in 
which they found them. Their one rule of 
those people has been taken from the Old Testa­
ment, >tnd they have subjugated the black 
snns of Ham, and have treated thtm ao slaves. 
They could not treat them as slaves in the Cape 
after the British liberated them. At that time, 
though there were not a gn•at many Boers in the 
country, they had over 36,000 slaves. When they 
could no longer heat them as slavfs in the 
Cape, they treked 1eway, and now they treat 
the savnge8 who come under tbem to all 
intents and purposes as if they were slaves. 

They are not capable in this age 
[4'30 p.m.] of civilisation of dealing with the 

natives of the c0untry. In Natal 
and the Cope every con,,ideraticm has been 
shown to the savages. Their own laws and 
customs have been resp~ected, and they have been 
allowed to retain them wherever possible. Loca · 
tions ha;e been given to them, so that no one 
could interfere with them, and any Kaffir who 
lives on v, location can enjoy his own customs and 
act with perfect freedom, so long as he does not 
break the laws of the laud. But in the Transvaal it 
is just the reverse. \Vhat has the Transvaal Boer 
done for the men who have come there to develop 
the country? Hon. members say they never 
wanted them to come. Probably they cl id not, but 
no power on earth can stop men of a civilised 
community from going. into that country if they 
wi'h to do so. It is a recognised principle in 
these days that there should be freedom of 
intmcourse between civilised powers, and nn one 
but the Boers would attempt to restrict that 
principle. Enormous sums of money have been 
spent in the development of the country, and 
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the Boers have done everything in their power 
to retard settlement and impede progress; 
and they h,ne in no way endeavoured to 
inculcate a right and proper spirit amongHt 
the people who have gone to that country. 
Instead of doing everything in their power to 
allay the hostile feeling which exists on the 
part of the i:;norant Boers, the powers that 
be have encouraged them ; they have refused 
all civil redre5s to the British inhabitants of 
the country, and, in fact, have thrown every 
obstacle they could think of in theie way. If 
they had shown the slighte;t inclination to be 
reawnable, and remove many of the disabilides 
which now exist, the pre~ent serious state of 
affairs conld not have come about. But they 
have done nothing whatever in that direotion. 
They htwe patrolled the country. \Vhen mecn 
have met together to discuss burning question", 
they have broken up their meetings. When 
people h•we ventilated their grievances in a 
reasonab],, manner in the public Press, they have 
seized the press and imprisoned the Rditors. 
Only la"t week I got a letter dated 8th Septem­
ber, in which I was informed that one editor 
had to flee from arrest, and another WR'l arrested 
on a chan(e of high treason. 

Mr. MoDoNALD: How are the editors of 
papers in India treated? 

Mr. OOWLEY: After that man was arrested 
for high treason the Beers were so a;hamed of 
their action, having faile:l to prove the charge, 
that they formulated another char;e. Only last 
August Reuter's agent was arrested for sending 
a cablegram to Gr._at Britctin announcing th ,t it 
was rumoured that the Boer commandants were 
being called together. H was brought up under 
the Press law-one of the most iniquitous 1 hat 
has ever been passed in any country-an,] fined 
£100. This state of things exists in a country 
alongside of another country where the Boers' 
fellow-countrymen are receiving everv privilege 
which can po,sibly be enjoyed by any British sub­
ject in the worlcl; and if they would only recipro­
cate and treat Englishmen who have flocked to 
the Transvaal in a reasonable, just, and impartial 
manner-treat them as friends and not as 
enemies-there is not the sli~htest doubt that 
there would have been no di'c, tffection, and the 
ultimate destiny of the country would have been 
that the whole of the South African States 
would have federated under the Briti,:h flag. 
But the treatment which has been meted out to 
Englishmen, and indeed t.o ull scitler,, has 
been such that no civilioed power could pos~ibly 
stand and maintain its honour and pres.·ige. A 
crisis has now arrived when Great Brit.:dn mu"t 
interferB or el8e lose her entire pm~s:essioL ,, in 
South Africa. To show that the Boers are nut 
entitled to rule as a civilised nation, I would just 
draw attention to this fact: I have with me a 
copy of the Pretoria Free Pr·ess, dated 19th 
August, w hi eh conta.ins a report of thn revision 
of the Ouustitution by the Boers, and llrticle 7 4 of 
the Oonstitut.iun now reads thus-

In case of war, rebellion, or ot,her <' ~ses of g1.·avo 
danger, the State Prehident may, in consnltati•):a with 
the Commandant-General, and with the consent of the 
Executive Council. have martial law procl:.,imed, and 
every inhabitant without di~tinction is then compelled 
to lend aid in defence of the Sta ·e. 

lYir. LESINA : That is the law of nati,ms. 
Mr. OOWLEY: It is not the law of nati,ms. 

It is not the law of any civili"Pd country that 
every inhabitant shall be called upon, n" matter 
whether man, woman, or child to fight again,t 
the1r own country. If two powers are fighting 
a1!;1inst each other, and tliere are subjects of ~ach 
in the respective countries, they never compel 
those men to take up arms against their own 
country. 

Mr. KmsroN : Every man in Queensland is 
subject to military service, 

Mr. 00\VLEY : Every British subject may 
be, bnt not every man. That is the difference. 
I say if people pass a law like that it Hhows that 
they are n1.terly unfit to govern a civilised 
country, and I say that if the senior member for 
Charters Towers, Mr. Dawson, who contends 
that Englishmen in the Transvaal are suffering 
under no disabilities, would go and live in that 
country for two or three years--

:vrr. DAwsoN: Did I not correct that state­
m•Jnt before? I never said "no disabilities." 

Mr. 00\VLEY: "No burdensome disubilities" 
I believe the hon. member said, and I contend 
that if he went and lived in that country for 
twelve months or two years he would be one of 
the very first to agitate against the disabilities 
our countrymen are suffering under, and he 
would never rest content until he had obtained 
redress. Here is article 109 of the revised con­
stitution of the Boers-

The law regulates the constitution of the army 
(krysmacht), a.nd the cases in which, and the manner 
in which it, or a portion thereof, can be called up. 
The law can also compel inhabitants who are not 
burghers, and also coloured people, to co-operate in 
the maintenance of the independence of the Republic, 
in the defence of the territory, or the suppression of 
rebellions and disturbances. 
Now, I am happy to say that all the members of 
the V "lksraad are not mean, narrow-minded, 
men like a majority of them. Thu·e are some 
among them who can form a fair notion of what 
is right and what is wron!r, and who are not 
afraid to express their opinions. I still quote 
from the Preturia Prese, which gives a fair digest 
of what actually took place in the local Parlia­
ment. 

Mr. FISHER: Is that a paper published in the 
British interests? 

l\lr. 00\VLEY: No ; it is not. I can show 
the hon. member that it is in the confidence of 
the Government, and where the Government 
are constantly giving it information-

l\Ir. LOY}:D.\.Ywarned the Raad to be careful with this 
article. If the article were adopted as it stood he 
beUeved a clause would be taken up in the Grondwet 
which woultl be in conflict with international law. for it 
was an accepted provision of international law that 
no man could be forced to fight against his own natlon. 
Besides it was undesirable to force people to fight 
aga.inst their own na.tion. According to international 
law this was impossible, and the impossibility appealed to 
anyone's common sense. The speaker referred to the 
C'ase of ::U:ynhardt v. the Fieldcornet of Pretvria, by 
whom the former was commandeered for the ::\Iataboch 
commando. In this case, which was heard tefore the 
Full Court, the Chief Jnsticc was of opinion that 
strangers could not be commandeered, but the court 
decitled that a person who had resided three years in 
the country conlcl be commandeered. At the same 
time the court dt'lned , .. 1scs in which a man could u.ot 
be commandt Gred, for instance, he could not be called 
upon to fight a,::ainst his own people or again~t a people 
against whom his own people would not fight. 'l'he 
speaker tlid not wish that any clanse should be put in 
thcG1·ondwet Whic4 wonld be absolutely against the 
:provisions of the law of nation~. He then pointed out 
that the Portuguf:c:e were exempted from military 
service. Other nations claimed the privilege of the 
most favoured nation, and these also could not bP 
commandeered. It would be better if the Raad 
so amended the article that it could never be 
argued that it was the intention of the Raad to 
force a man to fight against his own people. V\fas there 
any member of the Raad who wonld go to war 'vith 
men who were compelled to shoot their own kin? It 
would be preferable to authorise the Government to 
grant the i'ranchi"e immediately to anv person who 
cteclared his willlugness to fight for the ~tate on the 
proclamation of military law. 

Then, on· a question by iVlr. Loveday, as to 
whether a man would be compelled to fight 
again.:_,t; his own nation-

'l'loe STATE ATTORNEY replied that Article 109 did 
not speak of "fighting" ; it referred to "co-operation 
for the inclependence," etc. ''Co-operation" Q,id IJ.Ot 
mea!l " fight." -
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So that we see the Attorney-General actually 
raising a quibble over a phrase of which any man 
in this House knows the ml'aning. Of course it 
is noo absolutely necessary t•} fire a rifle at a foe 
to be accused of fighting. Auy man who assisted 
in any way would be considered, according to 
British law and British common sense, to be 
fighting for or against the Government. 

.Mr. LEciiNA: He is given a chance to leave the 
country. If he chooses to remain he is liable to 
be called upon to fight for the country. 

Mr. COWLEY: 
JHr. Louw asked whether compe1ling a man to fight 

against his own people was conflicting with inter­
national law? 

fJ.'he STATE ATTORNEY said that there could be no 
occ::tsion for putting such a con~truction on the article 
under consideration. 
However, I need only quote further in this 
connection the speech of Mr. \Voolmooran<, who 
said that-

::\Iembers were trying to get something in the article 
which was not there at all. It was never the inten­
tion of the article to compel British subjects to go and 
fight against their own people, but they could do other 
work ; thry might look after the hor~es or do other 
wu1·k by which they could co-operate for the main­
tenance of the independence of the State. 
My obj et in reading thrs is to show that here 
are the members of Parliam< nt of the country­
pc-rbaps the only good thing that President 
Kruger has dc.ne of late years is t<> give his mem­
bero £1,200 a y<on-wbo Me drawing £1,200 a 
year of the money contributed hy the Uitlander;, 
pa,sing a law compelling tbo"e Uitlander,, in the 
event of war, to take up arms against tbPir own 
countrymen and to do everything in their power 
to maintain the independence of the State. 
Notwitbsoanding that it was pointed out to 
them by one of their own members, JI.Ir. 
Loveday, that it wae in direct opposition to 
the law of nations of any country calling 
ibelf cidlised, they pa,sed article 74 of the 
Grondwet, which I have just read. To show the 
importance which the members of the Volksraad 
attached to this article, I ma,y mention that it 
was canied with loud cheers. I might quote 
much more to the same purport, but I dn not 
wbh to prolong the deh>te. I think I have 
shown very clearly that the Boers are utterly 
unfit to govern a civilised community. 

Mr. DAwSON: Don't you call the Boers a 
civilised community? 

Mr. CO\VLEY: Not as cc,mpared with the 
Uitlanders, who are not only more numerous, 
buo who are superior in every respect, in intel­
ligence, in education, in indusory, in wealth, 
and in everything requi;,ite for the building up 
of a powerful and wealthy eommnnioy. And 
there is not the slightest doubt that if ohe ques­
tion is not settled now by the influence of Great 
Britain it will have to be settled before very long 
by the people themselves. 

J\1r. LESINA : .J amicson tried it. 
Mr. COWLEY: But tbt' people were not 

with J arnieson. His was a filibustering expedi­
tion, for which there was no justificl>tion. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Oh, oh ! 
Mr. CO\VLEY: However, we have to dectl 

now with something very different from the 
J amieson raid. No great and free nation can 
see its people brutally ill-tn•ated and ill-need as 
the English people are being ill-treated and 
ill-used by the Boers in the Transvaal at the pre­
sent time. No power whatever, if it wishes to 
maintain the self-respPct of its own people, 
can allow such a state of things to exist. The 
J<~nglish Government have done everything in 
their vow,er to settle this question peaceably, and 
with honour, not only to themselves, but to the 
Dutch. They ha,·e given evAry opportunity t<) 
the Boers to come to such a peaceable settle­
prent as would not degrade them in any shape or 

form. But thev have repudiated every attempt 
that has been· made, and now the questions at 
i><sue are to be settled by the arbitrament of war. 
I do not wish to prophesy, but there is not the 
slightest doubt that if Great Britain wishes to 
r<ctain, not only her Hnpremacy in South Africa 
but her supremacy of the seas, she must settle 
this question once and for all. Booh the Orange 
:Free State and the 'rransvctal will lose their 
independence, and the country mmt from this 
time forth be recognised as a part of the British 
dominions. And altbongh much blood will 
be shed, and a great many valuable lives 
sacrific2d on both sides- and there are good 
men among the Boers as well as among the 
Briti~<h-and many innocent people will 
suffer; still I believe that as the question has 
gone so far, and Boers are so inflated with pride 
and arrogance, no other course is available for 
the snzerain power. Just one word in conclusion: 
As a, Briton, I cannot doubt the ca.pability or 
the justice of the British people in supporting 
the jubt demauds of their fellow-countrymen 
wherever they may be. But I wish now to give 
a brief quotati· n on this subject from a very 
cavable Americo.n, Mr. Poulteney Bigelow, who 
went to South Africa, and has been contri­
buting a series of articles to Harper's ilionthly. 
These articlts appeared in 1896 and 1897. At 
any rate, I am quoting from an article which 
appeared in 1897. It is headed "\Vhite Man's 
Africa." The writer went there as a member of 
the grocat Americ.m Republic. Everyone knows 
be is a very capable man, a':d th,>se who read these 
article' will see that he 1s not only a capable 
man, but that be is a very far-seeing, shrewd 
observer. 

Mr. DAWSON: Is be not vice-president of the 
St. George's Association? 

:\Ir. COWL EY : I do not know. l know he 
is an American subject, and that he went to 
South Africa for the purpose of studying tins 
question on ohe spot-of geoting a correct opinion 
of the varinm matters which are agitating South 
African politics at the present time. He travellf'd 
through Portuguese territory and through the 
Free State, Bechu;tnaland, JI.It\~honala.nd, Natal, 
and the Cup" of Good Hope. During his travels 
be met men of all shades of politics, and men in 
all positions from the highest to the lowest in the 
land. The result is that he states the case as 
fairly for the Boers as for the British, and, know­
ing the country as well as I do, I think no man 
could be more impartial or more just than he is. 
He concludes his article with a paragraph which 
I think it will not be out of place to read at the 
present time-

Time can do wontiers, and a wonder is once more 
nneded to bring together the conflicting rw•es that are 
now 1vasting their energies in r~Drimination. There 
must be liberty and peace throughout the country if it 
is to 1·ealise the future which only the other day seemed 
within its gra~p. There must be no question of' Dutch, 
of English, G-erman, or FrPnch, if that country is to 
prosper. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
br1r! 

Mr. COWLEY: 
All must unite, and there are none too many. The 

flag of Great Britain repres-:.:nts freedom of t1·ade, free~ 
dom of thought. beyond that of any flag on the high 
seas. 

Mr. LESINA: What about the flag of the 
United States? 

Mr. COWLEY: This is by an American­
And in Afric::t, at least, it is the only flag strong 

euou..rh and generous enough for our purpose. It 
guarantees life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 
to all within the sphere of its influence. It is, in short, 
the only flag which to-day makes possible our dream of 
a white man's Africa. 

MEliiBERS ou the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 



The Transvaal Continqent. [17 OCTOBER.] The Transvaal Contingent. 415 

11r. 00\VLJ~Y : Thebe are not the w"rds of 
an Englishman, but of <m educated American. 
\Vhat I wish to hay in conclusion is that I do 
trust hon. members on the opposite side wil!lo,,k 
at this from a higher point of view and from a 
higher platform than h~s been adopted by their 
leader. l do hope they will rise to the occasion. 
I hope tbey will see the necessity of doing 
nothing derogator>' or detrimental to the interests 
of Que•~'nsland. \Ve need not be ashamed of the 
action of the Government in sending a contin­
gent to aid and assist Gre>tt Britain ou thi;; occa­
sion. She is worthy of thA assL<tance of every 
man in the country. I believe that if hen. 
members go to th() country on that question they 
will find that the bulk of the electors ar.d the 
hulk of the people are in favour of it, and will 
strongly suvport it. 

MEMBERS on the Gov~rnment side: Hear, 
hear! 
* Mr. KIDSTO.N (Rockhampton): I do not 
think that since I came to this House have I 
listened to a debate of the extraordir"try mtture 
of this debate so far as it ha, gone-in this 
r8spect : The Government have been given 
a direct challenge to justify their doing~ a particu­
lar action before consulting Parliament, and no 
member of the Government, or supporter of the 
Government, has attempted in any way at all to 
deal with the challenge. 

l\IE)rBERS of the Oppnsition : Hear, h, .tr! 
Mr. KIDSTON: Not one in anv way 

attempted to jUi.tify the action of the Uovern­
ment. 'I'hey have deluged us with any quantitv 
of glittering generali :jes about the suffc-rings of 
the Uitlanders in the Transvaf11, and about the 
wi;,kedness of the Boers. ThRv have talked 
about the thing in every way, but more particu­
larly about their own burning patriotism. But 
they have avoided the issue raised by the leader 
of the Oppoeition as they would avoid the 
bu,,iness end of a wasp. J~ven the hon. member 
for Herbert, who has just sat down, while he has 
made a most able and telling speech on the 
South African question-and I ma.y just say 
here that in a great many of thu matters he 
dealt with I entir~ly agree with him-he evi­
dently speaks from intimate knowledge ,,nd from 
a long ;;tudy of the question, and if the House -vas 
discussing the South African quec;tion at the 
present ti:ne it would ho,ve been a. most apr:n·o­
priate 'M;IB,'ch. But I elaim that for more than 
an houi""past the hon. gentleman has been talking 
altogetht~r away from the question before the 
House. He has been altog<Jther irrelevant. 

MEilfBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear ! 
1\Ir. KIDSTON: It seems to be the policy, 

not only of the Government, but of their sup­
porters, to attempt to becloud the i•csue before 
the House. 

'rhe SEf!RETARY FOR HAILWAYS: \Vhat is the 
issue? 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : The unconstitu­
tional acts of the Government. 

Mr. KIDSTO.N : Here is a member of the 
Government, and, after the debate has been 
going on for two <hye, he asks, What is the 
issue? (Loud Opposition laughter.) And be 
will have the o~udacity to say that the 13oen are 
not capable of governing their cotmtry. (Con­
tinued laughttr on the Oppm;ition side.) 

The SECRETARY POR PVBLIC LANDS : That iq 
the result or your talking-to cloud the issue. 
\V e [m ve got no issue. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Nune~you can 
give us. 

Mr. KIDSTOK : The Premier himself set an 
'xarnple to his followers in this matter m 
deliberately trying to mislead the Hrmse as to 
the is,ue. B"th in the course of his speech and by 
means of interjections, he told the House that 

the qneetion before it was whether Queensland 
was going to send troops to the Transvaal or 
not. 

'l'he SECRETARY POR RAILWAYS: So it is. 
Mr. LESINA: l\'o it is not. 
Mr. KIDSTON: I know they will say that 

and try to gc t the country to understand that: 
but it is not the question. 

The SEORErARY }'OR RAILWAYS: You do not 
want it to he the question; of course not. 

Mr. KIDSTON: Another time will come to 
dh<cuss that qne,t'on, as the hon. gentleman will 
find, and be will find whether I want that or 
not ; but, in the meantime, all that I am point· 
ing out is Lhat that is not the question before the 
House. 

The SEORETAl\Y POR PUBLIC LAXDS : All right; 
what i.- it? 

Mr. KIDSTON: Here is another Minister of 
the Crown asking me what is the question before 
the Hrmse. \Vhy does not the hon. gentleman 
,,sk the Speaker or look at, the bminess-vaper? 

'I'he SEORE1'ARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: You talked 
about clouding the issue; you do not se2m to 
under ,tand it yourself. 

Mr. KIDS TON: I submit, in contradistinction 
to what is al!Pged by the Premier, although he 
i.,; the le.:tder of the House, that the amendment 
moved by tbe hen. the leader of the Opposition 
does not rai.,e the question of sending troops to 
South Africa at all. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
Mr. KIDSTON: There are many hon. gentle­

men in this Hou'e who sympathioe with the 
Uitlanders in the Tnnsvaal just as much as the 
Hon. the P1emierdoes. Therearehon.members in 

this House who quite agree with the 
[5 p.m.] policy of the Imperial Government 

in S'>uth Africa, nay, there are 
members of this House even, who entirely 
approve of the poliey of •ending Queen>land 
troop,; to South Africa, who yet altogether deny 
the right of the Government to do this before 
consulting Parlian;ent--

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear! 
::Y1r. KIDS TO I'\: Who deny the right of the 

Gov• rnment to compromise Queensland and 
involve her in this expenditure before consulting 
p,rrliament. 

The SEOHETARY J<'OR RAILWAYS: \Ve are con­
sulting Parliament now. 

Mr. KIDSTON : If the Secretary for Rail­
ways and the Secretary for Lands will look at 
the business-paper they will see that this is the 
purport of the amendment. The real issue now 
b fore the House is not whAther war in South 
Africa is justifiable; it is not even whether 
Qneen,land troops should go there; it is simply 
whether the circumste,nc• s on t;he lOth July 
last justified the Government in bking !Ouch an 
important action before cor;sulting P:trliament. 
So far as I am able, I put aside C\'erything that 
has been said on the South African ques 
tion ; we shall come to that matter later 
on when the House disposes of this amend· 
ment and comes hack to the motion of the 
Premier; then we can discuss the South African 
question, and we c 'n alw discuss the qne,tion of 
sending Queensland troops there or not. In the 
meantime l invite the House to keep its attention 
fixed un the amendment UJuved by the leader of 
the O[Jposition. The hon. member for Enoggera 
on Thursday quoted from the letter of the 
Prenrier to His Excellency the Governor the 
offer which was made to Mr. Chamberlain, and 
he cle:trly showed by comparing the offer made 
to Mr. Chamberlain with the Qmensland 
Defence Act that the offer wl:ich the Govern­
ment mn,de on the lOth July last w>ts an illegal 
offer-a,n offer which they bud no legal power 
either to make or to carry out. And the 
Premier, of course, finding out, as he has 
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evidently found out since, that he had made an 
illegal offer, resorts to the poor subterfuge 
of saying now that the men to be sent to 
South Africa are not members of the Defence 
J!'orce, bnt volunteere. The hon. gentleman simply 
puts himself into this position: Either on the 10th 
July last the Premier offered :Mr. Chamberlain 
something that he had, or he offered him some­
thing that he had not-because he had not any 
volunteers then-either he made an offer which 
he could not legally carry out, or he puts himself 
in the position of those speculators on the stock 
exchange who oversell in the hope that they will 
be able to buy in when the market is lower . .But 
whether these men are to be members of the 
Defence Force or volunteers, the whole ,;ubter­
fuge about volunteers is simply a paltry 
evasion of the law of Queen;land. The real 
point is this: that the Government promised to 
send armed men out of the colony to take part 
in a war of aggression in another stat.6, and if 
that is not a direct violation of the Defence Act 
of Queensland, and of the whole foreign policy 
of Queensland hitherto, th,·n I do not know what 
it is. The whole spirit of our Defence Act, the 
whole idea with which we have hitherto p:.tid and 
trained men in Queensland, has been that we 
were training and paying them for the purpose 
of de.fending the homes and liberties of Queens­
landers. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. KIDS TON: And it doEcs not matter two 
straws to CJ,ll the~e men volunteers; it is an 
unmistakable infraction of the law to send armed 
men out of Queensland at all. If this great 
change in the policy of Queensland was necessary 
because of the circumstances in which Queens­
land Lmnd itself, and if the Government found 
that the law of Queensland did not permit them 
to send armed wen out of Queensland, w by 
didn't they come down hone.;tly to this House 
and propose an alteration of the Defence Act, 
the same as has been done in Victoria, so that 
the men could be sent out of Queensland in accord­
ance with the law? This is the reason: They 
knew that such an alteration of our Defence 
Act would mean t!JA ultimate ruin of our Defence 
:Force alt<,gether. It is elt<•g8ther at \ariance 
with the ~pirit nn:Jer which the members of our 
Defence :!!\wee have enlist8d to turn them into 
soldiers, to turn them into men who at a 
moment's notice can be ,;ent anywhere all ovE;r 
the world to fight in a quarrel they knew nothing 
about, and with which they have nothing to do; 
and l eay if y<>U get it understood throughout 
Queensland that the members of our Defence 
l!~orce are 1iab1e to be sent on foreign Rervice at 
any moment, at the whim of any Premier who 
happens to he in power, then you will destroy 
th" Defence l''orc.,-not only ju,;t now, but you 
will ruin it for all time. If you alter the law in 
that re:pect you will not g~t the :.aine kind of 
men to join it. The best of the men join now 
because of the •·ense of duty tlky have to their 
country, becaw'e they wish to qualify themselves 
to def<;nd Queensland in case of emergency, and 
these men are not willing to be wldiers in the 
ordinary sense of that word at all. They are not 
willing to be sent anywhere all over tl.e worl<l, 
though they are quite willing to nndergo the 
training and discipline necessary for them to 
become qualified to defend their o"n homes and 
their own lib~rLie3, and I say that to attempt to 
turn those men into soldiers in the ordinr<ry 
sense of that word 'A ill be to destroy tl·e Defen~e 
Force of Queensland, and mnre than that, if the 
Government had attempted to do this they knew 
quite well t.hat they would have g,, ontrage.tl 
the public sense of Queensland in this mt~tter 
that they would have gone out of office at once. 
What is being attempted by this subterfuge of 

volunteers is simply that the Government are 
trying to get in the thin end of the wedge of 
Imperialism. 

::Yir, STEW ART: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KlDSTON: And I would like to know 

from the Premier, or from any memLe" of the 
Government, whether we are to understand that 
this i,, the beg·inning of a new time in relation 
to the Imperial Government, whether we are to 
understand that every time after this when 
Great Britain is engcged in a war anywhere 
througlJOut the whole world, that a contingent of 
armed men from Queensland will be sent to take 
part in that war; and, if it does not involve 
that, who are to be the judges as to what 
are the ri~;ht timer, to send contingents 
to help the mother country in her hour 
of need, and what are the wrong times? 
Is that to be a matter that is to be left entirely 
in the hands of the Government of the day? 
If the Premier for the time being is to decide 
whether Qneeneland is to Rend a contingent to 
the help of the Imperial army-and suppose in 
the event of the next war in which Great Britain 
is involved, the then Premier does not see fit to 
send another contingent, would that be under­
stood to be a censure on the Imperial Govern­
ment by the Government of Queensland? If 
t,he nffering of this contingent is so necessary 
now to show the loyalty of Queensland, would 
it not be just as necessary to show this loyalty 
in the event of another war? If this is the 
position, and the Premier is able to do 
this or not, what chance has Queensland got 
to show its loyalty or patriotism? If the 
next Premier do~s not do this, then Queens­
land will be blamed for being disloyal. It 
seems to me that tn admiL that tlw action that has 
beE·n taken is right, opens the flood-gates very 
wide indeed; and I would like to ask the Premier 
if he has considered the far-reaching consequences 
of this proposed action. But whether these men 
are members of the Defence Force or volunteers, 
two things are very clear. J!'irst, the action of 
the Government means a radical change in the 
forPign policy of Queensland, and it also means 
involving Queensland in a very large expenditure, 
because this £30.000 r.r £40,000 to be spent on 
this war is a very small matter, compared to 
what she will have to spem', if she enters on this 
sort of policy. This radical change in onr policy, 
involving the colony in large expenditure, has 
also been adopted before co11sulting Partiarnent. 

Mr. STEW ART: All for a title. 
:Mr. KIDS TON: I am not concerned with the 

hon. gentleman's motive; I am only concerned 
as to whether what thehon. member did was justifi­
able or not. \V e have been told that Parliament is 
being consulted-that we are being consulted 
now. To what extent are we being consulted? 
Supposing the House refuses to implement this 
promioe made by the Premier, this is what will 
hap]wn. I will just give lwn. members the 
opinion of a gentleman who is consulting us, and 
!•he opinion of a gentleman who is now being 
consulted. The Attorney-General, one of these 
gentlemen who is consultim; us, said-

If hon. rr.embers sitting opposite succeed in carryiug 
this amendment, and humiliating the GovernJPent, is 
th:,t all they will acc,)mplishl' I t-ay liO, Sir. 'Ihat. 
humiliation will be equally their own humi1iation. It 
will be the humiliation of the colony of Queensland. 
The Hon. 1<~. B. Forrest said-

I think the time is past when the question of our 
sending tJ;OOps to the Transvaal c..1.n be considered on 
its merit~. 

Mr. BELL: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KIDS TON: If that is trne, in what Eellse 

are we heing consulted ? I rH ar ihfl hon. mem­
ber for Dalby say, "Hear, he:1r." No doubt he 
will give his <•piliit•n on this question, but he is in 
just the same position as we are. He has the 
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high and lofty privilege of saying" Yes," but he 
must not say" No." Is that a position in which 
to place the representatives of a free people-a 
free Parliament? I sav that it is most arrant 
hy]l'Jcrisy for the Prmiri r to come down with 
such a pretence. It is turning Parliarnent into 
a bed of justice, such as the anci"nt dt'<potic 
monarchs of Francp did long ago-before the 
revolution--when th•y asked their decr••c.' t·J be 
registel'ed. Here is our dir.'><1tor sitting on the 
other sidr'< and we have the high and lofty privi­
lege of being allowed to register his edict. \V e 
are being consulted iu thv.t sense. 

1\fr. BROWSE : And insulted now. 
Mr. KIDS TON: There may be somi· hon. 

members who l•elieve that there wiil be no injury 
to the credit of the House or of Queen•hnd if 
we refuse to implement the promis•• m.tde by the 
Premier in ,Tuly last. 'l'n those hon. members 
who think that, then the offence of the Pr•~ mier 
is not so very deadly-it is only attempting­
to murd~ r the privileges of Parliament. But 
to those hon. members of this House who, 
like the hon. men:::.bers f •r North Brisbane, the 
Attorney-Generr,l, and the hon. memb3r for 
Dalby, belie. e that the Hothe is rwt in a position 
honour" ':Jly to do anything else buo vote "Yes," 
then I say that the offence is the most deadly 
that any reRponsibl< officer of Parliament could 
COU1lnit. 

Mr. (}rvENS: Unpardonable. 
1\Ir. STEWART : Treason, treasJn ! 
Mr. KIDSTON: ~0 offen8e could be more 

deservin;; of parliamentary censure ; and what­
ever is done now about H'ndiru;· troops to the 
Transvaal, if this House wishes to remain any­
thing higher than a mere c ,tsvaw of the Govern­
ment of the day, it will make clear its censure of 
the conduct of the Government. I admit that 
the PrEn1ier, under CfTtain circutnst:-·.nces, 111ight 
have acted :1s he has done; but there is only one 
justification for the Premier taking such action as 
this-that is, in the case of snme sudden dctnger 
to Queensland, and I even arlmit in the case of 
some surlden danger to the Empire, which neces­
sitated immediate action. The Premier admits 
this himoelf. The hon. member said-

The Government should consult ParUament whenever 
it is practk'•lJ1e, but there are and there must arise 
cri!ses in which the Government of the day will hn.ve to 
accept ihe responsibility of 1nnnedinL} a,Jtion. 
I entirely agree with the Premier in that. If a 
hostile fleet had appeared on the coast of 
Queensland, then it would hR ve been the duty of 
the Executive to take action at once, and 
consider afterwards. 

Mr. DAWSON: Immedi ,telv call Parliament 
togethn. • 

Mr. KIDS TON: In thatc<tse I would have been 
qnite prPpared to justify anything that the Go­
vernment of the day had done in good faith-even 
if they had "smashed the tables n' th0 law in 
time o' 11e<ed to load their guns with." But was 
there any danger to Queensland? Did any 
danger to (~ueensland suddenly appear on the 
lOth of July last, or did any sudden danger 
threaten the Empire on the lOth of July 
lnst? I submit that if the Government CJ,nnot 
show that there was some sudden d><nger 
threatening the Empire, then the Government 
is altogether without justification. Now, was 
there any sudden danger on the lOth of July 
last? Why, on that date the Imperial Govern­
ment had not declared W<tr, nor had war been 
declared ag-ains1; them. Nay, the Imperial 
Government did not kwm·, when this offer was 
made, whether thPre would be any occasion to 
accept it or not., so little da,nger to the l~mpire 
was there. HAre is what Mr. Chamberlain 
said-

They hope the occasion will not arise. 
1899-2n"· . 

\Yell, if they were still in a position that they 
hoped the occasion would not arise, it seems to 
me conclusive evidence that the occasJOn had 
nnt arisen. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: "\Vhile 
there's life there's hope." 

Mr. KIDSTON: Remember again that the 
question we are discussing is not whether troops 
shall he .'ent, but whether on this date, when the 
offer of troops was made, there wa'" such urgency 
as justified the Government acting without con­
sultino- Parliament. I would ask the House t<, 
consider one or two points in connection with 
this matter. Hon. members will remember that 
this Parliament was to meet-and, as a matter of 
fact, did meet-on the 12th of September. 

The SECRE'rARY l!'OR PUBLIC LANDS: When 
you said nothing whatever about the matter. 

Mr. DAWSON: I did, c.n behalf of the party. 
Mr. KIDS TO~: ·whether a miKtake was 

made in tactics or in policy by the Opposition or 
not is not the qur,tion the House is discussing. 
The House is discussing now an amendment 
moved by the leader of the Opposition, and 
accepted by the leader .of the Government as a 
want of confidence motiOn. 

The SECRETARY !<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. KIDS TON : It may be all very good, as 
a nassing quip, to say, "\Vhy did you not move 
this at some other time? " But it has nothing at 
all to do with the question before the HousP, It 
dnes not matter whether this amendment should 
have been moved at a previous time, or whether 
it should not. The question is that it is moved 
now and that the Government have accepted it 
as a'want of confidence motion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Y nu 
absolutely approved of the Address in Reply. 

Mr. DAWSON: No. 
::\Ir. KIDSTON : And unless they are simply 

wanting to throw dust in the eyes of the House 
and the country, they will address themselves to 
the amendment. I have asked the House to 
remember that Parliament meo on 12th Septem­
ber. Now I will tell hon. members what 
happened in New South \Vales on the 6th of 
October:-

The Government have decided to sanction the offer 
of the Xew South 1~~ales bquadron of lancers now in 
England to serve in the Transvaal. The Premier, J\fr. 
Lvi1c, has cabled the fact to Lord Carrington, from 
,Vhom the offer was first received. rrhe Premier, how­
ever, made it clear that the acceptance would be sub­
ject to t,he approval of Parliament, but has cabled the 
decision of the Governmellt, so that the men may em~ 
bark for the C'it<JlC. By the time they arrive there Parlia­
ment "'>'dll have had the opportunity of dealing with the 
m::ttter, and detinite instructions will then be cabled. 
There is nothing constitutionally wrong with that 
action. 

Mr. GrvEKS: That is the only way to get over 
the difficulty. 

Mr. KIDBTON : Remember that for several 
weeks before this the Premier of New South 
\Vales was urged by t.he jingoes in that colony 
to copy the example of the Premier of Queens­
land, and he told them that the Government 
could not make an offer of troops without the 
sanction of Parliament, and it was only because 
the lOth of October was very near-when the 
Lrrncers were leaving England to come back to 
New South \Vales-that he was constrained 
because of the urgency of the case to consent to 
their going to the Cape. But even when he was 
constrained by the circumstances of the C'ase to 
make on offer, ft wa,, only a conditional offer 
that he made. The very same in Canada. 
Here is what happened in Canada on the 6th 
of October-

Sir Wilfred Laurier, the Canadian Premier, denies that 
any offer of troops has been made to the Imperial Go­
vernment. He further states that if Great Britain 
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forces the fighting against the Transvaal, any troops 
that could now be sent from Canada would arrive in 
South Africa too late to be of any service, but if war 
were delayed there would be time to obtain Parlia­
mentary sanction for the despatch of a Canadian con­
tingent. 
I have what happened in each of the other 
colonies. Each of th~ other colonies acted in 
the very same way. Queenst.nd alone is under 
a dictator,;hip. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KIDSTON : Queensland alnne has a 

Parliament so utterly spineless that the Govern­
of the day can do anything they like, confident 
in their majority to carry it out afterwards. 

Mr. DAWSON: All these other offers were 
made after the Queensland Parliament was 
sitting. 

Mr. KIDSTON: That is the point I want to 
make. This Parliament met on the 12th of 
September, and these offers were not made until 
the 6th of October, and then they were only 
conditional upon the approval of Parliament. I 
want to ask the House has anything dreadful 
happened to the Empire between the lOth of 
July and the 6th of October, became the mother 
colony of New South \V ales and the greater 
colony of Canada refrained from offering troops 
for a few weeks to the Imperial Government? 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: No, no! 
Mr. DAWSON: Before Kruger blew his nose 

violently and shook the Empire. 
Mr. KIDS TON : Oom Paul has not landed in 

England or sackPd London. Nothing dreadful 
has happened. Now would anything dreadful 
have happened if our Premier had acted a8 the 
other Premiers acted in this matter? 

Mr. LESINA: He would have lost his leader­
ship in the matter. 

Mr. STEW ART: He would not have advert.ised 
himself. 

Mr. KIDSTON : Some talk has taken place 
during this debate regarding the unconstitutional 
action of Sir Samuel Griffith, when he was Pre­
mier of the colony, in making the agreement 
about the naval squadron with the Imperial 
Government. When Sir Samuel Griffith came 
out and 8ubmitted that agreement to Parliament 
in the form uf a Bill, the hon. gentleman now at 
the head of the Government said he did not 
think-not that Sir Samuel Griffith had power 
to make such a bargain-but he did not think 
that the whole Parliament was jm;tified in 
making such a bargain without consulting the 
constituencies. 

The PREMIER : Where do you find that re­
corded? 

Mr. KIDSTON : I find that in the Hansa1·d 
of 1887 ; and remember that the 

[5"30 p.m.] agreement regarding that naval 
squadron which Sir Samuel Griffith 

made with the Imperial Government was made 
distinctly on the condition that it should be 
approved by Parliament. But our new dictator 
does not hint anything about the approval of 
Parliament; he tells Mr. Chamberlain what he 
will send him. I have wondered several times 
whether this is a case of the New Guinea businefs 
over again. I should like to see the hon. 
gentleman removed to the Upper House, so that 
his colleagues would have the privilege of 
repudiating his action, and saying that he had 
entered into this agreement without their know-

• ledge or consent, the same as they did with 
Sir Hugh Nelson over the New ,Guinea busingss. 
This is an unfortunate colony in this respect : 
That we only find out these little things when it is 
too late, when the authors of them get put on the 
shelf, and we have to deal with a new Govern­
ment. To tell the truth with regard to this 
matter, the Premier has never dt\i!ll'?d t)lat there 
was any urgency in it at all. 

The PREMIER: Oh, yes, I have. 
Mr. KIDS TON : I sat in this House two days 

listenino- to this debate, and I went over the re­
ports of the speeches afterwards, and while I 
have heard it said that the case was urgent, yet 
I do not think any hon. member on the other 
side of the House, or on this side for that matter, 
has attempted to show that there was any 
urgmJCy in the matter. 

The ATTORJS"EY-GENERAL: Everybody ex­
pected war to be imminent. 

Mr. KIDSTON : As a matter of fact the 
Premier «ave two reasons for acting as he had 
done, and they are so extra~rdin~ry and throw 
such a flood of light on the situatiOn that I am 
sura the House will excuse me if I read those 
reasons. The first of the reasons the hon. 
gentleman gave wonderfully illuminates much of 
that lip loyalty which we have had from the other 
side during this discussion. I venture to say 
there are members on this side of the House, cf 
whom I claim to be one, who are just as loyal to 
the country they live in and to the country t~ey 
were born in'' as any member on the other side 
can possibly be. But I refuse to have the best 
feelings of my nature played upon. by :reedy 
politicians. Listen to what the Premter hnnself 
says-

The offer was made, as hon. members will see from 
the correspondence, on the lOth of July .. Hon. memb_ers 
will know that Parliament had by 1ts own actiOn 
deferred its sitting until after the 2nd of September. 

l\1r. Gr~AssEY: Then the offer should not have been 
made until after that. 

The PREMIER: Then the emergency may have passed 
away. . 
This "'reat danger to the Empire that justified 
our Government in taking such unusual anr1 
unconstitutional action might have passed away 
unless the Premier jumped at the opportunity to 
show hi8loy.1lty. 

The PRR~iiER: Does that not show that I 
considered it urgent ? 

Mr. KIDS TON: It shows that the hon. 
aentleman was consumed with a burning desire 
to exhibit his loyalty-that he was crawli':g ~p 
to Mr. Chamberlain. There was no necessity m 
the circumstances of the ca'e for him to jump at 
such an opportunity. Why d!d not Mr. ~Yn.", 
in New South \Vales, anrl Sir \V. Laurier, m 
Canada, jump at the opportunity? There was 
one exJ?lanation of the Circumstances of the case 
which IS so outrageous that I am s':re the House 
will not entertain it. It has some tunes been the 
case in Australia that politicians, who have 
been pitchforked by a fort:'i.tous conc:1rrence of 
circumstances into the positiOn of Chief Ruler, 
were so small-sotiled that they were unable to 
appreciate the dign!ty to. whicp they h_ad been 
raised, or were so tmpot m theJr souls-;- I~ I may 
use the expression-that some little distmctwn, 
some star on their br~ast, or a bit of ribbon, 
or some trumpery tinpot bauble m_oved the!!' 
to do things that no amount of servwe to their 
country would move them to do. T~e word 
of the Premier here almost forces one mto the 
belief the.t he is a man of that kind, and 
that that was the motive of his action in this 
matter. The second reason which the hon. 
gentleman gave for his extraordinary action is 
more infamous than the first one, and I hope that 
hon members who intend to support the Go­
ven;ment will listen to it and carefully consider 
what it means. Tho hon. gentleman had been 
speaking about the Defence Force, and he said-

I believe they were never 1n a better or a more 
efficientcon(lition, but., notwit.hstandingthPir efficiency, 
they have not had practice in actual warfare. Th~y 
have never been out where shots have been fired 1n 
anger, and these men are now anxious to have an educa~ 
tion in military school alongside those heroes who have 
made Great Britain famous and have upheld the dignity 
of her great Empire. It will be a splendid school for 
them. 
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This Christian gentleman sends an army of men 
out of (,\ueemland to make war in a neighbouring 
country that they may le:hrn their trade. Is not 
that infamous? Whoever in modern times he;1r<l 
any pnhlic man unblushingly give expression to 
such a reason for declaring war in a neighbouring 
state? If the Czar of Ruosia gave expp,e··,ion to 
such a reason for sending an army into one of 
his neighbours' territories the whole public senti­
ment of Europe would rise up in indignation 
ag~tinst him. I could understand a Zulu chief 
who regrets that pf•ace has prf miled s0 long that 
his young warriors are ~rowing up unaccustorned 
to warfare, sending a regiment into Natal or the 
Transvaal for the purpose of teaching them 
their tra le, because "it would be a splend-id 
school for them" and they would become inured 
to war. I could understand a sn vage like a 
Zulu chief doing that, but I cannot understand 
-I will not say a Christiangentleman-buta man 
living in this last year of the nineteenth century, 
publicly standing up and unblmhingly giving as 
his reason for declaring war on a neighbouring 
state, that he wanted hiH soldierH to learn their 
trade. I canno& conceive of any more infamous 
reason that the hon. gentleman could have given 
than that, I say in all earnestness that the man 
who is capable of doing tha', who is capable of 
cold-bloodedly avowing such a reason for sending 
men over to the Transvaal, deserves not stars for 
his breact, but stripes for his back. 

The PREMIER: Then you don't want the 
troops to ~ o. 

Mr. KIDSTON: "\Ve will discuRs that ques­
tion when we come to it. The AttornE>y-General, 
whenhewasspeakingtheother night, said, in reply 
to an interjection, that it was not good to mix up 
two q uestbns at the one time, and I quite agree with 
him. It is bet.ter to keep to the question before 
the House, and that is the :tmendment of the 
leader of the Opposition. What I would like 
to ask is whether such reas0ns as the hon. 
gentleman gave appealed to hon. members of this 
House? Are hon. members prepared to go 
before their constituents and repeat those reasons 
which the Premier gave as justifying the extm­
ordinary action which he took on the lOth July 
last? In any ca9e, whether they are prep&red 
to accept those reasons as ;,atisfactory or not, it 
cannot be alleged that those reasons show any 
urgency in the circumstances sufficient to justify 
the Governmeut acting in such a matter before 
getting parliamentary approval. There was one 
thing when the Premier was speaking which very 
much amused me. He was seeking to justify 
the action he had taken, and he tried to justify 
it by assuring this House that the ac'ion had 
gre.1tly impressed the great powers of Rm·,,pe. 

Mr. DAwsoN: '"rhe nations of the earth," he 
said. 

Mr. JENKINSON: He must ha\·e his little joke. 
Mr. KIDSTON : The 250 men from Queens­

bud had greatly impressed the great powers of 
Europe. Upon my word I thought I was listen­
ing to some new comic opera, and that it was 
"Poo Bah" in another character. If the hon. 
gentleman had said that he had much convulsed 
with laughter the great powers of Europe he 
would have been much nectrer the truth. This 
policy of attempting to impress the great powers 
of Europe may be a wise policy or it may not. 
\Ve are not discusJing that just now; but I beg 
to assure the Housl', and indeed the Houtie 
knows it very well, that whether it is a wise 
policy or not it will in the end be a very expensive 
policy. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
'!'.Ir. KIDSTON: I claim that the action of 

the Government in this matter was sin1ply an 
act of dictatorship-an attempt to nullify 
Parliament that is altogether without justifi­
cation, and if Parliament does not take prompt 

steps· to resent it, then Parliament will be 
consenting to becoming the mere catspaw of the 
Government of the day. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear! 
Mr. KIDS TON : I would just like to point 

this out further.: that deep as the insult is to 
Parliament generally, it seems to me that the 
deepest insult in this matter has been offered to 
the supporters of the Government. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : They are used to 
it. . 

Mr. KIDS TON : Probably they are used to 
it. Evidently !.he Premier thought that if he 
did not COID{lromise his followers in this matter, 
if he did not compromise Parliament in this 
matter, if he allowed the matter to come before 
Parliament tmprejudiced, as it were, he would 
be unable to count upon the support of his 
followers; but if he was able to come before 
them, the Government being compromised, then 
he could appeal to their party loyalty to see him 
through. Of course that seems an outrageous 
supposition, and I have no doubt that hon. 
gen~lemen on the other side of the House think 
I am saying something derogatory to them. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. KIDSTON : Ye~,, they do think so, and 
I will theref,)re just let them hear that that is 
not so much my opinion as the opinion of the 
Attorney-General one of their own leaders. 
The Attorney-General presnmably knows his 
own folbwers and judges accordingly. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : That is 
more than your leader does his, anyway. 

Mr. DAWSON: He gets very close to it. 
Mr. KIDSTON: The Attorney-General, who 

presumably knows his own followers, and judges 
accordingly, told us that-

Party loyalty very often goes a good deal furLher than 
some other kmds of loyalty-
"\V e have heard a good deal about the other kind 
of loyalty-

And I have no doubt some hon. me1p.bers are willing 
to sink theh· individual preferences and opinions for the 
sake of securing a :party victory. 

Mr. J. HAmLTON (Cook): He was alluding to 
mPmbers on your side. 

Mr. KID.5TON: No doubt the hon. gentle­
man was kind enough to apply those words to 
our side of the Home, but I submit that the 
Government who had that idea of this House 
was very likely-and the circumstances also 
justify us !n thinking that they also applied 
them to therr own side beforehand. 

Mr. J. HAllfiLTON: Alway" the tu quoque 
argument, 

Mr. KIDS TON : They felt they could be con­
fident of their party loyalty if they could not be 
confident of their loy"lty to their country. If 
this cool assumption is not dishonouring to the 
members who follow the Government, I fail to 
find a name for it. It is simply prostituting 
party government, asking them to sacrifice their 
country for their party in helping the Govern­
ment to make Parliament the catspaw of the 
Government of the day. I have said about all 
I want to say in this matter. I would just point 
out that it has been shown that the Government 
on the lOth July last mad El an illegal offer of 
troops to Mr. Chamberlain, which they had 
no legal power either to make or carry out ; 
that the offer they made was a radical alteration 
of the whole foreign policy of Queensland, and 
that it has involved Queensland in unknown 
expenditure. I also claim that there was no 
urgency on the lOth July last such as would 
justify the Government in taking this extra­
ordinary action. I have shown that the Premiers 
of the other colonies, qnite as loyal as onr 
Premier, and the Governments of the other 
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colonies, quite as loyal as our Government, wai~ed 
-waited to consult their Parliaments, and that 
no harm at all resulted to the Empire. And I 
challenge the Government, and the followers of 
the Government to keep to the amendment, and 
show tlde House the danger that has been averted 
by the Government ignoring Parliament. It is 
not the question as it stands to-day that we have 
to deal with under this ,,mendment, but the 
question as it was on the lOth .T nly last. 
MEMBER~ of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KIDSTON : 'l'he questi<>n is not whether 

we shall send troops to South Africa or not. 
There is no man who reads the amendment, and 
can understand one whole sentence of English, 
but can ~c that the amendment does not even 
raise the question as to whether troops fhonld 
be sent or not. The question is simply this: 
Whether the Government were justified in doing 
what they did before consulting Parliament? 

MEMBERS of the Oppo,ition: Hear, hear! 
Mr. KIDSTON: And I call upon the Go­

vernment to show cause why they should not be 
condemned on this count. In my opinion no 
amount of profeRsions of loyalty will justify 
this House in condoning such an unconstitutional 
ahu'e of power as the Government have been 
guilty of. 
* Mr. BELL (Dalbp): The junior member for 
Rockhampton has tossed superlatives about very 
freely. During the course of his speech we heard 
the hon. gentleman vilifying the Government, 
and applying such epithets as "most unblush­
ing," " most infamous," and he almost exhausted 
the vocabulary of vilification of which even he 
is capable. 

The TRllASURER: He always does that. 
Mr. BELL : I say that we can never too often 

protest against such language. If the hon. 
gentleman ask; us to believe that that language is 
the result of conviction that some unconstitu­
tional course has been taken, or that wme wrong 
has been done to the culony of Queensland, all I 
can say is that be is trading on the credulity of 
this House, because we on this side know-and 
suspect that some on the other side know-that 
the reason which leads the hou. gentleman to use 
that language is nothing more nor less than a 
yearning desire to sit on this side and possibly 
on the Treasury benches ; and that he is follow­
ing the principle laid down by some politicians, 
that you only have to throw enough mud and 
some of it will stick. 

Mr. KmsTON: Ar8 you following that 
example? 

Mr. BELL: I am not following that, or the 
hon. gentlerrmn's example. The criticism which 
I direct towards him is perfectly healthy. I 
believe it tn be a perfectly accurate criticism, 
which has this distinction that a great deal of 
his has nut, and that is that it is couched in 
perfectly parliamentary language. Kow, the hon. 
gentleman has asked us to address our;elves to 
this particular am<mdment, and not to be led 
away by the hPrt ings that are drawn across the 
trail. He asks us to look at the amendment, 
and judge it on its merits. Well, let us look at 
the amendment, and although I yield to no one in 
admiration for the ability of the hon. gentleman 
who leads the Labour O[Jposition, and have no 
desire to be in any way acrimonious in this 
matter, yet I am sure the hon. g~ntleman himself 
must regret as much as anyone else the remarks 
which he addressed to this Chamber in reference 
to our Defence Force. 

Mr. DAWSON: I never mentioned the Defence 
Force. 

Mr. BELL : The hon. gentleman knows per­
fectly well what I mean. He was pouring con­
tumely on the men who belong to the Defence 
Force. -

HoNOURABLE MEolBERSof the Opposition: No, 
no l 

Mr. DAWSON: Volunteers. 
Mr. BELL : I say, although I have an 

admiration for the hon. gentleman, I cannot 
help saying that I am astounded that a man of 
his ability, and occupying such a position, should 
have been respon,,\ble for the extraordinary 
amendment that we see now on the P"'per. \V e 
know what the original motion is, but the hon. 
gentleman, I suspect, like the hon. gentlem>m 
sitting alongside of him, has ttot hie; eye on the 
benches opposite, and thinking he saw an 
opportunity here cnmes dcJwn with the proposal 
that after the word " Queen," on the 3rd 
line of the motion, certain words should be 
interpolated ; not that eJl the words afler the' 
word "Queen " should be struck out and certain 
words interpolated, but that the words he pro­
pose·_; should go into the body of the orig-inal 
motion. Let the hon. gentleman contemplate, 
if the amendment is caried, what a hotch-potch 
of language we get. We get in the amended 
motion an absolute contradiction. 

Mr. DAWSON: We will deal with the rest of 
the motion afterwards. 

Mr. BELL: The h\>n. gentleman knows that 
we do not do business in that way. If we were 
to deal with it in that way, the hon. gentleman 
should move that all the words after the word 
" {,\ueen" be omitted in order to insert these 
other words. 

Mr. DAwSON: '!'he amendment is within the 
Standing Orders. 

Mr. BELL: The hon. gentleman has made 
no reference to all the words after the wurd 
"Queen," and if I have to seek for an explanation 
of the conduct of the hon. gentleman I will not 
seek for it from the point of view of any stu]Jidity 
on the hon_ gentleman's part, but rather because 
of a want of unanimity amongst thc:<e whom he 
calls his followers. 

MEii!BEgs of the Opposition : Oh, oh! and 
laughter. 

Mr. BELL: There ha9 been a conflict behind 
the hon. gentleman in regard to the drawing 
up of this amendment, and the resnlt is the 
extraordinary produciion that we see on the 
notice paper. 

Mr. LESINA : You non't like it? 
Mr. BELL: In conformity with the or•inion I 

have formed of the hon. gentlem:.n, I certainly 
prefer to take that view of the matter. 

Mr. DAWSON: I am simply dividing the two 
questions propo;,ed by the Premier. I want two 
votes. 

]1.11._ BROW NE : Y on did not consult the hon. 
member for Dalby. 

:l.lr. BEI,L: The hon. gentleman who has just 
re,,umed his seat took up the line of argument 
that this w:1s an uncrmstitutional action on the 
part of the Premier, because the Defence :B'orce 
were being devoted to a purpose for which 
they were never intended. But, before I go 
further in that direction, let me turn to the 
junior member for Brisbane South, whom I now 
,,ee in his place, and let me allude to a f'tatement 
he made during the course of his speech when he 
said he concurred with me in some remarks I had 
made in a previous session that the Government 
were monopolising a great many of the functions 
of Parliament. 

Jl.1r. 'l'DRLEY: "Usurped" was the word you 
usetl 

:Mr. BELL: Possibly_ The Government 
were "usurping'' the functions of Parliament, 
and the hon. gentleman took the point that the 
Premier should be condemned, because he had 
given further evidence of that inclination. I 
wish to tell that hon. gentleman that the con­
struction he has put upon my words is entirely 
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erroneous. ·what I said was that when Parlia­
ment was sitting there is a distinct disposition on 
the part ot the Cctbinet to restrict the oppor­
tunities that are given to private members 
to discuss public business; th<tt they were 
monopolising, or showing a tendency to mono­
polise the initiation of all businese, and that 
pri1ate members' right& were consequently very 
much curtailed. That is what I meant, and I 
certainly am not responsible for what the hon. 
gentleman thought I meant, because it really 
seems to me there is too great adispoBition, if there 
is a tendency one way or the other, for the Parlia­
ment in otherre;pects to usurp the functions of the 
Administration. I have very rardy seen in these 
colonies anything that curr~spcmdr, to the vigoroud 
and independent action of the British Cabinet. I 
never saw or read that the Britieh Cabinet is 
always in mortal fear of what Parliament is 
going to do. It takes definite action and knows 
that one great section of the com'llunity is behind 
it, and when it knows that, it is able to go to 
Pl>rliament and abide the t'esult with equanimity. 
But I say that in the;,e Australian colonies, 
so far as we can fonE a conclusion from the 
actions of Governments and Cabinets, the ten­
dency -is to stand in tt>o t•ervile a fear of p,;rlia­
ment ; to think too litt.le of whether the country 
is with it c.r not, and to took entirely to the mere 
majority of the moment. Rn that when the htm. 
metnber fnr Brit:ba.ne si)Utb tries to enlist 1118 as 
a recruit to his vie·· vs I mu;;t respectfully decline 
to accept his shilling. I decline to follow the 
hon. gentleman on tkct p.'rticular subject, and I 
say that 1 welcome the action of the :Premier a~ 
being some attempt to stern the tendency which 
I, at leD--<t, view with r~gret. I hope we shall have 
more, for the future, uf this energetic :>ction on 
the part of the Government, who will not be 
afraid to take action on their own account. 

:MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. LESIXA: Abolish Parliament altogether. 
Mr. BELL: The junior member for R•Jck­

hampton said that the D,lfence Force wa~ being 
diverted to a purpose for which it was never in­
tended, and that the Government should have 
brought down a Defence Act Amendment Act 
in order to give them power to send abroad, 
when opportunity required it, the forces of the 
colony ; and he went on to s::ty that if the Go­
vernment had done that it would have meant 
the destruction of the Defence J!'orce. I differ 
entirely from the hon. gentleman. I say if some 
opportunity were ~<iven to t.he Defence Force of 
this colony to smell powder, if it could be held 
out as an induc:.ment to enli,t to the young men. 
of the colony that the force was not really an 
artificial force-but there was a prob .hility, if 
only a remote one, of their seeing service-then 

I say that nothing which could pos­
[7 p.m.] sibly be done would h(l,ve a greater 

tendency to populari,e the Defence 
Force. I observe that by the amendment of the 
leader of the Opposition we are a,;ked to insert 
after the word ''Queen" the following words :-

nut disapproves of the action of the Government in 
making an offer of troops to serve with Her J.:1ajcsty's 
army in South Africa, thus committing the colony to an 
indefinite and pra1~tically unlimited expenditure without 
the sanction of Parliament. 
The words I hke exception to more particularly 
are the words " an indefinite and practically 
unlimited expenditure." l ventme t•J say that 
in the history o£ the world there has never been 
a military expedition despatched which will cost 
so little money as the 250 men we are about to 
send from these shores. The financial arrange­
ments which the War Office have made for the 
payment of those troops are in the highest 
degree on a liberal scale, and really it is almost 
a question to my mind whether this colony 

would not be taking a better part if it insisted 
upon bearing a greater proportion of the cost of 
the expedition than the War Office arrangement 
is asking it to bear. As I understand it, the 
expenditure of this colony in connection with the 
despatch of that force ceases as soon as they 
land on South African shores. I do not know 
whether I am correct as to that. 

Mr. l>IAXWELL : Y on are wrong. 
'l'he l'RE:\IIER: Y on are quite right. 
Mr. BELL: The hon. member for Burke says 

I am wrong, and the Premier saysiamquiteright. 
Standing, as I do, between two eminent critics, 
perhaps the hon. member for Burke will pardon 
me if I prefer the authority o£ "the hon. gentle­
man at the head of the Government. "\Vhat I 
understand is this: that as soon as the Queensland 
troops land on South African shores, they are 
paid all their expenses by the Imperial Govern­
ment, at the same rate of pay as any other man 
in the Imperial forces. If we are going to send 
troops at all, we surely could not v.sk more than 
that. Furthermore, as I understand it-subject 
to correction by the hon. member for Burke­
those troops ar .. : to be placed on board a transport 
on their return by the Imperial Government, and 
the whole of the expen.ses of their return is to be 
charged to the "\V ar Office. If there is a man in 
this Chamber who is going to take exception to 
sueh terms as that and culls himself a patriot, all 
I can sccty is t,hat hb pa.triotism has distinctly a 
monet.wy value. I say that term .. , so liberal have 
never before accompanied thedespatchof any mili­
tary expedition. In connection with those opera­
tions against the Boers, I think anyone who is at 
:tll acqueinted with Engli'h politic' at the end of 
1879 and the beginning of 1880, apart altogether 
from the particular que,tions that are now ani­
mating this debate-anyone familiar with Eng­
lbil politics in the years I have mentioned can 
hardly fail to be particularly interested in the 
developments that are nowtaldng place in South 
Africa. If hon. members will ca>t their minds 
back they will recollect the salient featnres-I 
shall touch on them most briefly-with regard 
to South African affairs previous to the conven­
tion which was concluded by the Liberal Govern­
ment in 1881. There had been three great pro­
po~als, on three different occasi"ns, in South 
Africa, for the federation of those various States. 
The first was made by Sir Benjamin D'Urhan, 
the next hy Sir George Grey-a name which is one 
to conjure with on the benches opposite-and the 
third lly Sir Bartle Frere; and everyone of 
those three attempts was checked and rendered 
unsuccessful by the action of :Ministers and 
Under Secretaries in Downing street. The men 
on the spot, the people who had practical 
experience of what,; ao necessary to weld together 
the divergent interests of the various races of 
South Africa, recommended a certain course. 
Three different administrators, at three different 
periods, re~ommended a certain coursP, and on 
each of those cccasicns they were thwarted by 
the actitm of Downing street; and the domina­
ting influence of Downing street was a policy of non­
interference--a desire to allow those communities 
that were not British to work ont their destiny as 
far as they could. And I make this comment, 
as an absolutely accurate historical retrospect, 
that the British Government cannot fairly be 
charged with any undue Imperial interference 
in South Africa. They cannot be called a 
greedy pm' er, who desired, on the sli15htest 
provocation, to absorb the struggling Dutch 
communities in South Africa. If that con­
tention is put forward, the answer is that on 
the three occasions to which I have referred the 
que,tion of federation was refused to be enter­
tained by the Imperial authorities, and to that 
refusal is en: irdy owing the South Africun 
questiQJl as we understand it to-day. The la$t 
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great attempt was made by Sir Bartle Frere, a 
man who came with a tremendous reputation 
from India as an administrator. His proposal 
for the federation of the South African States 
was made at the tail-end of the Conservative 
Government then in office, and it met with so 
much disapproval from the Liberal Government, 
which came into power in the early months of 1880, 
that he was recalled by Mr. Glad stone's Adminis­
tration, and a very different policy indeed was 
embarked upon. It was the Liberal Govern­
ment that really sowed thE' Heeds of the crop that 
is being reaped to-day in South Africa. Tre 
Liberal Government, or rather Mr. Gladstone, 
animated by what all must admit who know any­
thing about him to be the very highest motives, 
had a particular weakness-thaf is the only 
word I can apply to it-for those struggling com­
munities. He admired the struggle of the Boer 
population in the Transvaal for self-government, 
and although he hesitated for some time to 
reverse the policy of Sir Bartle Frere and of the 
Uonservative Government, yet, nevertheless, 
when he saw the energetic protest they were 
making by force of arms at the end of 1SSO and 
the beginning of 1881, after the attack on Majuba 
Hill, he made the convention of 1881, and followed 
that three years later by the com·ention of 1884. 
An hon. member opposite-! think it was the 
hon. member for Olermont-made an interjection 
that the people of the Transvaal had won their 
independence by conquest and force of arms. I 
think that to make a statement of that kind is 
an absolute travesty on history and the facts. 
?-'he people of the Transvaal were granted the 
mdependence they enjoy entirely through the 
magnanimity of Mr. Gladstoue, and to the extra­
ordinary per,,ona!ity of the thm head of the 
Government. It is not too much to say that 
there was probably not another man in England 
that co_uld hav~ m.ade peace after Majuba Hill, 
and st1ll remam 111 office. After all, the putce 
which followed Majuba Hill is not so much a 
tribute to the magnanimity of England, or the 
broad-mindedneBs of the English Cabinet, as to 
the magnetic and, probably, unpreaeclented per­
sonality of Mr. G!adstone. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BELL: Mr. Glaclstone wa~ a man who 

seemed to imagine-he gave indications of that 
feeling on many occasions-that other people and 
other communities were guided by ·the same 
high standard of humanity as he was himself, 
and if hon. members will take the trouble to 
read the speeches-the verbatim reports of the 
speeches-of the leading politicians of England 
delivered ab)nt that time, they will see that Mr. 
Gladstone fully believed that his magnanimous 
action would have the effect that the Boers would 
henceforth be the friends of England for ever. 
We know, in the light of what has followed, that, 
so far from tending to that, that magnani­
mous action was looked upon as hn.ving been 
brought about by fear, and that the Boers looked 
upon themselves as the conquerors, but so far 
were they from being the conquerors that, within 
a matter of three or four days after Majuba Hill, 
it is as certain as any military thing can be 
certain that the Boer forces would have been 
wiped out by the force then under the command 
of Sir Evelyn vVood. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. BELL : I suppose that very rarely has 
any English general been placed in snch a pQsition 
as the commander of these forces-that he had 
the forces under his command in such a strate­
gical position to his opponents, that a mattPr of 
only a few hours must have seen their practical 
annihilation in a military sense; yet on the yery 
eve of the opportunity which would have 
enabled him to secure revenge for tht! defeat 

British arms had sustained, he received a cable, 
sent at the instigation of Mr. Gladstone, which 
announced that an armistice had been declared. 
\Ve know what has followed. Before, how­
ever, I go on with what followed, let me call 
attm.tion to the speeches which were delivered 
the other night. I regret the hon. member for 
Brisbane South is not in his place, because I am 
going to make reference to a remark he made 
in the course of his speech. 'l'he hon: men>b~r 
quoted the remarks of ~fr. Chamberlam, who IS 

now Colonial Secretary, and the m«n chiefly 
l"'StiOnsible in the Cahinet f,_r the atlministration 
of South African affairs. He quoted the remarks 
of ~r. Chamberlain, who, in the Liberal Cabinet 
of 1880, waR President of the Board of Trade, 
made somewhere in the provinces of England on 
this South African question, and ~aiel that Mr. 
Cbarn berlain announced it was only an act of 
justice to give the Transvaal GtJvernment their 
fre,edorn; and the hon. member went on to 
contrast what l\!Ir. Chamberlain said then with 
what he was doing now_ I say that no grea~er 
justification could be given to the Colomal 
Secretary iu the Briti,,h Government, in the 
action he is now taking, than the rt'mark of 
the President of the Board of Trade in 
1881, became it shows that, in the teeth 
of the fi0rce unpopularity that waq cree~ted 
in :B~ngland by th" armi-tice concluded aftet· 
Majuba. Hill, Mr. Cbavnberlain had the courage 
to get up and adhere to his leader, and extenuate 
and defend the action his Government had 
taken in c:mcluding peace with the Boers and 
giving them their independence. vVhen a man, 
something like eighteen years afterwards, comes 
forward ar;d declares that tbe policy which they 
enunciat.•cl amidst so nmch unpopularity was a 
total failure, and it is ec,ential in the interests 
of South .Africa that the Transvaal should get 
its independence taken away from it and brought 
more closely under the dominion of England, a 
greater compliment could not be paid the pre­
sent Colonial Secretary, or a stronger or more 
forcible argument brought forward to demon­
strate the exact signific,<nce of the present 
positiun. 

::Yir. FISHER: Is that your poaition-to take 
away their independence? 

Mr. BELL: That is mv own particular position, 
if hon. members want to know. I cannot answer 
what the British Governnwnt is going to do if it 
beats the Boers ; but I have strong opinions as to 
what theyonght to do. They onght Lo put an m cl 
once and for ever to such a word as "Indepen­
dence" in connection with the Tramvaal. 

l\IE~!BRRS on the Government sid•- : Hear, hear! 
Mr. BELL: I am glad to 'ee the hon. member 

for Brisbane South is in his place now. I v. as 
sayin"' in hi" absence that the quotation be 
marle~ from Mr. Chamberlain' cl sc•;ech in 1881 
really strengthens the position (,f those who 
desire to interfere in Transvaal matt<·.rs. 

Mr. TcRLEY: But he is in a different position 
now. 

Mr. BBLL: He occupied exactly the eame 
position, except in name, then as he holds now. 
He Wo\tS then a memb- r of the Cabinet, as he is 
nnw, and he had the courage to fac-e the unpopn· 
larity-the first blow struck at the pc,pularity of 
the Gladstone Government of 1880-and endorse 
what Mr. Gladstone did, and say it was the 
fairest thing to giYe the Boers their indepen­
dence. After eighteen years he now turns round 
and says be I oks upon their policy as a vast 
mistake. The hon. the junior member for 
Brisba.ne South, during his remarks, pointed, in 
support of the position he is taking up, to 
some observations he said were made by 
the present leader of the Liberal party, Sir 
Henry Campbell-Bannermann. I do not know 
where he got his autl:ority for saying that 
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Sir Henry Campbell-Bannermann was a sym­
pathiser with the Boers, I know of no 
political question that has arisen in England 
on which there has been such remarkable 
unanimity among the political leaders of all 
thoughts and all parties as on this question. The 
hon. the leader of the Labour Opposition talked 
about the radical Press being against this inter­
ference. I say there has never b;,en a public 
question on which · there ha> been so much 
unanimity in the Pres> as there has been on this 
question. As to what the hon. gentleman said 
about Sir Henry Oampbell-Bannermann I will 
nead these few observations which, I think, 
mther knock tbe bottom out of his contention 
with regard to that gentleman. Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannermann, speaking on this matter 
rather in contradiction to what the hon. membe; 
for South Brisbane attributes to him, says-

Mr. TURLEY : What i> the quotation ? 
Mr. BELL : Y on are about to get it. You 

were not so nnxious to give me your authority 
the other night. 

Mr. TcRLEY: Yes, I gave the date. 
Mr. BELL: Yes. I had to wring it out of 

yon before I got it. 
The SPEAKER: Order. 
Mr. TcRLEY: I ask for information and cannot 

get it. 
Mr. BI<JLL: Y on are about t,) get it. He 

says-
The Uitlanders have not the municipal government, 

the police protection, the organised maintenance of 
order, the even-handed administration of jnslice which 
in all civW I13d communities are regarded as the very 
elements of' civil rights and civil freedom. 

ME:I!BERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. TURLEY : \Vhen was that said ? 
Mr. BELL : I do not happen to know the 

exact date when it was uttered, but it might have 
been uttered at any period during the last eighteen 
years with perfect appo,iteness in regard to the 
position of the Transvaal. It is as much the 
truth t<J-day as it was any time durinr; the last 
eighteen years, and I am glad to think the leader 
of the gr6at Liberal party, the basis of whose 
platform is extension of the franchise and 
liberalism, is not taking the attitude which the 
hon. gentleman in the most reckless way attri­
buted to him ; and that the Radical party in 
England is a great deal more consistent than ;he 
Radical party and the Labour party in 'his 
colony. The Liberal party in England believes 
in the extension of the franchise. The party 
opposite talk about the extension of the fran­
chise, and one man one vote, and all the 
rest of it, while in the Transvaal we have 30,000 
men and not a vote b,,tween them. 

Mr. McDONALD : There are 4G,OOO in Queens­
land. 

}\Ir. B~LL: .1\nd they are supporting a party 
whwh w11l contmue that condition of things. 
\Ve have heard during the discussion of the un­
warrantableness of British interference, and con­
sequently of Queensland and Australian sympathy 
with that interference in Transvaal matters, and 
we are as<ured that we have no right whatever-
1 think it was the hon. m~mber for Clermont 
who spoke on this paint, and said that we were 
interfering in what, after all, is merely a matter 
of domestic legislation, and that we ought to 
leave the processes of ordinary constitutional 
agitation to settle the difficulty. In order to 
show that it is not unwarrantable interference 
with dc,mestic legislatim.J, I desire to read 
out one or two sections from the conven­
tion of 1884-the latest convention. If I were 
to read from the convention of 1881, it would 
probably give greater point to my remarks, hut 
I shall read some from the convention of 188-f, 
which show that the interference-in my opinion 

the much too long delayed interference-of the 
British Government in Transvaal matters is 
based really upon treaty rights-that is, the 
contnct which one community makes with 
another. We have heard a great deal about 
these conventions, and it is just as well to read 
out one or two sections from them. Article 4 of 
the convention of 1884 says-

The South African ltepuhlic will conclude no treaty 
or engagement with any State or nation other than the 
Orange Ft·ee State, nor with any native tribe to the 
eastward or westward of the Rep~ublic, until the same 
has been approved by IIer }fajesty the Queen. 

Snch ::~pproval shall be considered to h:tve been 
granted if Her ::\iajesty's Government shall not, within 
six months after receiving a copy of such treaty (which 
shall be delivered. to them immediately upon itscompleR 
tion), have notified that the coucluswn of such treaty 
is in conflict 'vith the interr-;ts of Great Britain or of 
any of Her Majesty's porcsessi:.ms in South Africa. 
It has been said in regard to the convention of 
1884, that the word "suzerainty," which was in 
the previous convention of 1881, is not mentioned 
here, but if it is necessary that the word 
" suzerainty" should appear in such an article as 
that I cannot understand it, for if ever any form 
of words gu ve one na,tion suzerainty over another 
it is that article 4 of this 1884 Convention. 

Mr. J ACKSON : That is only with regard to 
external affairs. 

Mr. DAWSON: \Vbat do you understand by 
"suzerRinty." 

J'.Ir. BELL : I may tell the hem. member for 
Kennedy that they have repudiated over and 
over again ; and the particular match that brought 
this flame abollt was the announcement from 
Pretoria that they refused to regard England as 
being in a position of the suzerain power. 

Mr. DAWSON: Don't you think the word 
"suzerainty'' has been badly chosen? 

Mr. BELL: I think it is a most admirable 
selection ; it denotes perhaps too mildly a condi­
tion of things that indicates the relations that 
ought to be occupied. 

Mr. DAWSON: The London Times says it is 
badly chosen. 

Mr. BBLL: The hon. gentleman has brought 
about the bighest auth0rity he conld bring if he 
quotes the London Times, but I would like to 
read the article in which he mys that opinion 
was expressed. 

Mr. DAWSON: It was quoted in the Courier 
about a weeek ago. 

Mr. BELL : l have read article 4; I will now 
read article 9-

Thore will continue to be complete freedom of 
religion and protection from molestation for all deno~ 
mina.tions, p1·ovided the same be not inconsistent with 
moralty and good order; mu't no dhmbility shall 
attach to any person in regard to rights o! property by 
reasOn of the religious opinions which he holds. 
That is the country which, because a man is 
either a Roman Catholic or a Jew, refuse him 
any political privileges whatever. 

MmmERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. BELL : Now I turn to article 14, which 
is the la1t quotation I shall make-

All personF, other than natives. conforming them~ 
selves to the laws of the South African l<epublic (a) will 
have full liberty, with their families, to enter. travel, or 
re,,icle in any part of the South African Republic; 
(b) they will be entitled to hire or possess houses, manu­
factories, warehouses, shops, and premises; (c) they may 
rarry on their commerce either in person or by any 
agents whom they '!lay think fit to employ; {d) they 
will not be subject, in respect to their persons or pro~ 
perty, or in respect of their commerce or industry, to 
any taxes, whether general or local, other than those 
which are or may be imposed upon citizens of the said 
republic. 
Now, Sir, I ask if any man reading that article 
would come to any other conclusion than that the 
Government of the South African Republic did 
not intend to make any distinction between any 
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cf its citizens. Is it necessary for any commu­
nity in the British Dominions to adopt an article 
such as that in regard to its administration ? 
It is taken for granted in any British comnmnit.y 
that every one of these conditions is a part of 
public administration; but when you are d"aling 
with a people like the Dutch in the Transvaal 
it is necessary to put in those safeguards. I am 
glad to see the junior member for Rockharnvton 
back in his place, because I hadnotquiteconcluded 
what I was saying in reply to something that ban. 
member said. At 6 o'clork I was describing some 
remarks the hon. member made as to the effect 
he believed any extension of the functions of the 
Defence Force would have upon that body, and 
I ventured to say that if it were legal to call out 
the Defence Force for foreign service on an 
emergency the effect would be to make that body 
popular rather than the reverse. I have not 
dis2overed any indication in any member of 
the Defence Force which makes me think that 
they are disinclined to engage in any fighting 
when opportunity offers. 

Mr. STEW ART: Let us have a standing army 
at once. 

Mr. BELL: I can only say that a standing 
army is a very good thing, and certainly, even 
in the country from which the hon. gentleman 
comes, Scotland, the belief in the efficacy of a 
standing army is increasing rather than waning. 
So far as I know \\ e have had one man a 
member of the Defence Force, who, when the 
opportunity vresented itself to him a'' an indi­
vidual to engoge in foreign operations, seizBd 
upon it. I allude to Mr. Robert Gordon, of 
Townsville. 

ME}!BERS on the Government side: He:tr, hear! 
Mr. BELL: He distinguishfd himself, and by 

his actions reflected glory upon the Queensland 
Defence Force. 

Mr. DAWSON: He did not a~k the Government 
to pay. 

Mr. BELL: I admit that all meml:Jers of the 
Defence Force are not alike. I believe the 
junior member for Rockhampton has had a 
military career. There was a period, I believe, 
in the history of the hon. genlleman w Len he 
was either a member of the Volunteer Force or 
a member of the Defence J!'orce-I forget w!Jich. 

But the hon. member entert,ins 
7•30 p.m.] some radical ideas with regmd to 

the duty of a soldier-ideas that 
seem to me the very antithesis of the conven­
tional idea of a soldier. He seems to imagine 
that the chief function of a battalion of infantry 
is to hold indignation meetings, to find fault 
with officers, and to grumble at the regulations. 
(Laughter.) If I mistake not, the hon. member 
has left behind him a record which, if extended 
to many more corps, would render the force a 
perfectly useless body. And yet the h:m. mem­
ber attempts to pose as an authority on the 
Defence Force of QueenBland ! The hon. mem­
ber suggested that if any member of the force 
offered his services for this work the result 
would be that the force would beconoe dellOfHl· 
lated, and that is casting a slur upon them. 

Mr. KIDSTON : I rise to make a personal 
explanation. I never said anything of the sort. I 
said the effect would be to destroy the Defence 
Force by turning them into soldiers in the 
ordinary meaning of the word. 

Mr. BELL: The hon. member's explanation 
was perfectly inaudible to me. But this is 
quite certain. The h0n. member said that. if we 
offer troops now we shall alwa)Cs have to do so. 
I confees that I do not think it would be a bad 
thing if we always have to do this. I believe 
that this disposition on the part of the British 
dependencies to take part m British affairs is one 
of the healthiest signs of the world's growth that 
has occurred in this century. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. BELL: It is only in a recent period 
indeed that English people have realised 'Yhat a 
great people they are. I do not think that it is more 
recent than the eighties-probably on the occa­
sion of the first Jubilee-thnt this great Imperial­
istic spirit manifested itself in England and else­
where. There was another spirit manifested at 
the same time, a:>d that was the recognition of 
the importance of the British fleet-that that 
fleet was au important factor in h·eping the 
Emvire together. It is only oince the eighties 
that we find that spirit manifested - th>, t 
recognition of what is now known as the 
Imperial idea. in puhlic affairs. And, in my 
humble opinion, it would be unstatesmanhke 
to enter upon any step that would tmd to dv.,uf 
that sentiment, pr to interfere with it., progress. 
Although, no doubt, some persons ridicule 
the feeling, I believe that there is no greater 
idea animating the progress of the world 
than that of spreading the power of the British 
Empire which I have referred to. And cer­
tainly I have no sym[Jathy with the junior 
member for Rockhampton when he S'<YS that 
the action of the Government on this occasion will 
mean that v. e shall have to send troops on other 
occ"sions, and that we should not send them. I 
hope that we will a! ways send troops on "cc•1sions 
like thi". I am proud of the British fleet, and, 
when I see it at anchor, it seems to me 
that we are yet in swaddling clothes. \Ye 
owe our independence to the supremacy of that 
fleet, for if it went under, the independence of 
this colony would not he Wl'rth six months' pur­
chase. And when we have to depend on this 
fleet for our independence, we should make some 
endeavour to render lLcck in kind the military 
aid v. e o\ve to Er~g1and, gnd do onr little Lest in 
sending troops to assist G-reat Blit::dn in any 
operations she muy bA engap,-ed in. I don't 
think we should sit. still, twiddle our thumbs, 
and allow the Briti8h fle~t ancl Great Britain to 
do everythir>g for U''• I think it is a very good 
thing for these colonies to embark on these 
undertakings, and I ho1,e Wt' blmll see a good 
many more of them. 

lYir. KmsTO;<; : \Ye should provide for our own 
defence fir,,t. 

::VIr. B:ELL: I hear thn hon. member for 
Croydon say something ab<,ut the jingoistic 
spirit. 

;\lr. BHOWNE : No. I never uid anything 
about jingoi m. 

l'vfr. BJ<;LL: _\_!. any rate ePYclctl hon. mem­
bers on the other side have said somethi11g about 
it in a depreciatory spirit. But. I r!o not see that 
there is an" repr,mch attal :1ed to the word 
"jingo." 1t. came first into politics as an 
epithet in 1878, after the Berlin tre'\ty, when 
England adopted a very firm foreign policy, 
when she determined to put a stl>p to the 
pr0gres,, Russi"' was making southward. It 
should also be remembered that the word 
"jingo" 'Yas first used in connection with the 
foreign policy of a Conservative Cabinet. The 
party that nbed that term as an expression of 
opprobrinm was the Liberal party, under Mr. 
Gladstone, in 1880, and there is no man to-dey 
who is an impartial critic who will put the foreign 
policy of the Liberal party again ,t the policy of 
the ComervatiYes under Lord Salisbury and Lord 
Beaconsfield. The men who m•ecl that exprEw<ion 
as a term of opprobrium were the supporter,, and 
admirers of :Mr. Gladstone, and when we look at 
the matter in the li;,ht of our experience at 
Khartoum in 1885, and the Transvaal in 1881, I 
do not think we are likely to sympathise with 
those who use thewcrd as a tnm of condemnation. 
I was very much struck by an observation which 
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fell from the hon. member for Clermont when he 
said he did not believe in nationality. I don't 
know what he wishes to snb.~titute for that. 

Mr. LESINA : Cosmopolitanism. 
;\fr. BELL: He ridic·c1led the idea of patriot­

ism. I only know one other man who used 
similar arguments, and that man was hmured for 
a.• •,a"sinating President C :.rnot of the French 
Republic. He was hang-ed, not for his opinions, 
but for the n1odo in which he gave expres:.Jion to 
them. I have no doubt that in a century ur two 
the idea of the hon. member for Clermnnt may 
become more popular. \V to may rPalise that after 
all, as this individual that I am alluding to said, 
the whole world is our fatherbnd, and that the 
idea of nations is a greet mist:tke. But I do not 
know that we are in a cowlition to apply principles 
of that kind in any pmctical seuue to the amend­
ment now before us. \Ve h~.ve 'to realise that, 
however laudable the idea may be, we are 
in a period of civilisation when the ideo, of 
nationality is very st,·ong in de· ·d, and if any 
1:1an is going to conduct public policy, ignor­
ing the conception of nationhood, he will 
come to very great grief indeed. I am sorry 
that a membu of the Queensland Parliament, 
living under the flag of G1·eat Britain, shonld 
despise the sentiment of nationhood, and think 
that there is nothing in it, because he ought to 
congratulate him· ... ulf upon belonging to the rno·"t 
distinguished nation that perhaps the world h:1s 
ever seen. We he:1rd during this discu, .. ion 
some reference tn Iri,hmen hurled acms" the 
Chamber-references to the inconsistency of any 
Govermnent sy1npathising with action n:;ainst 
the Transvaal, which permitted IrelanJ to 
ren1ain as it "'"as. 'fhere i~ n•J conlpari-,")11 
between the two nuntrie". The hon. member 
for Clerrnont endea\ .mr .. d to po·e- perhaps 
he thinks it is rather a good politie.tl lin·•­
as the champion ·of Ireland. I am a great deal 
more of an Irishman than ever the hon. mem­
ber was, and my sym:mthy for Ireland, I ven­
ture to sa: , is a great de . .] more d isinterest>'d 
than o,ny sympathy the hon. member m •Y pro­
fess to have. But I say that whereas the 
Uitlanders in the Transv,,:ctl have not got a 
single reprrsentrL~ive in the Transvaal Parlia­
ment, the Irish people- Home lluler though I 
am, and alwccys have been~-I s"-y that the Iri,h 
vcople have got an infinitely greater prnp··rtion 
of representatives in the British House of 
Common' than either .England, Scotland, or 
\Vales. \Vhen, tlwr<efore, the hon. member uses 
such an electioneering dodge-as I venture to 
characterise it-by bringing forward snch an 
argument, he is actu.•.lly i;.;noring the facts. I 
adrhit th._,_,t sorne rndical alter.AJtion is necessary 
in the system of governing Ireland, but to try 
to institute an analogy between !he condition of 
things which prevails in Ireland and what is 
happening in the Trans' .tal is a bsnlutely blinking 
one's eyes to the facts. 

Mr. GIVEXS : \Ve will tell you all J.bout the 
facts by-and-by. 

Mr. BELL: I h:1ve no doubt we will have the 
hrm. member's V·TC•inn of the facts. The junior 
member for llockhampton, during his remtnks, 
resented snrne reference being made to his 
loyalty. 'l'o my mind, the radical question tb:.t 
i; dissevering the two sides on this matter is the 
question of loyalty, if I am quite in order in 
saying so. I Eay there is an indifference to 
Imperial interests which is approximating to 
disloyalty on the part of some hon. members, at 
all events, on the other side; and although the 
junior member for Rockharnpton indignantly 
repudiated any sug;;estion of the kind, and :·aid 
that he was as loyal as anybody on this side of 
the Honse, I can say that if it ever came about 
that she had to depend on such a lah::>rious a polo-

gist for non-intervention as the jnniJr member 
for Rockhampton, we might well say "God help 
Great Britain." 
ME;~mERS on the Government side : Hear, 

hear! 
;\fr. KIDSTON: Great Britain can help herself 

always. . . . . 
Mr. BELL : The determmmg factor m th1s 

amendment now before the House is not really 
the constitutional aspect of it, as some contend. 
It is not merely the advi,ability in tbe abstract 
nf sending troops to South Afri?a or n~t. It 
really is a diifen:,nce _on the efsent1al 9uestwn as 
to whether the Emp1re shall be a umon "! not. 
In conducting our discussions here, and m. ?nr 
politics we should view with a very grave snsp1e10n 
some (;f the arguments that come from ~ome 
members on the other side, because the bas1s of 
their aro-nments is so radically different to the 
standpolut that men:ber,; on this. side generally 
take up. I cert>tmly, on. th1s_ amendm<;nt, 
will give my vote most cord1ally mdeed n.g:'mst 
ir· I consider that the amendment 1t.self 
is ab<,ut as jumbling a performance on the part 
of a leader of a party as this colony, at all 
events, co,n show. I am astounded that it should 
have come from a ma.n of the intelligence of the 
senior member for Charters Towers .. As I said 
at the outeet it makes absolute confuswn of the 
whole motir;n and certainly f>tultifies anyone 
who vote• for it. But whether with regard to the 
construction of the amendment itself, or whether 
with rega.rd to the principle which it expr<::,ses, I 
am equally heartily •gainst it! and I say that 
this colony of Queem-land w1ll not perf.o:·m a 
humiliating act by opposing such a r~ropos1twn. 

1\:IEMBEUS on the Government s1de : Hear, 
hear! 

l\Ir. STORY (Balonne): There h::'~ bee11; a 
chaJ.len"e thrown out from the other s1 ·e, askmg 
rnembe~s of this party to distinctly say_ whether 
they approve of the acti_o~ of the Prem:er or not 
in taking the respons1b1hty up.;n _hnu;self of 
promi•ing this contingent for servJCe_ m the 
'l'ransvaal. \V ell I answer that que-.twn most 
distinctly for my tMrt, by saying that I_ approve 
most heartily and thoroughly of the ac\.wn of the 
Premier. It shows th 1t he 1s worthy of_ t_he 
position he holds. He has ,followed the adVICe 
that the Labour party has gn enmany and many 
a time-to trust the people. He has not only 
tru·ted the people-(Oppo,itionlaughter)--bnt he 
has trusted Parliament. 

'l'he PRE1IIEI\ : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. STORY: And he has also trusted the 

troorn. He knew perfectly well when he took 
that re· ponsibility on hin,self that he would 
have to come to Parliament for the money, that 
he would have to go t•' the people tor approval, 
and that he would have to go to the tronps for 
volunteers. '!.'hat was an immense risk for any 
single man to take, and I think thref?re ~hat 
the hon "entleman has been thoroughly Jnstlfied 
in doing ~o. That this Par~!ament will justify 
his action there is not the wghtest doubt ; that 
the peopl~ approve of it, I think we can see more 
and more everv day ; and that the ~olnnteers 
will be found-although I know nothmg what­
ever pe:·sonally about it-I do not doubt for a 
moment. In fact, it seems to me that there are 
numbers of men volunteering who are really not 
fit to go. (Oppo;ition laughter.) The men are 
so anxious to show their loyalty t~at n:el:l who 
are not physically fit to go are qmte W1llmg to 
volunteer. The remarks that we.re made from 
the other side about officers speakmg to the men 
is an indication that they intend to choose the 
very best men they C<m get for the contmg~~t. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER of the OppositiOn: 
\Vithout going thems8lves. 

.Mr S"l'Oll Y · Now as to the justice of the 
war f;·om the point of ~iew of Englt:tnd's position. 
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That is made perfectly clear by tbe action of the 
British Parliament. The matter has been dis­
cussed there most intelligently. They are much 
closer to the scene of action than we 
are, and the whole English people seem to 
be unanimous. They have had an appeal from 
over 21,000 Uitlanders r.skin"' for assistance. 
Everything pointed to imme;;se consideration 
having been given to the question in Englan<l, 
and the fact that. England has taken the action 
she has taken should be enough to satisfy the 
people here that she has right on her side. That 
is only Hpeaking generally. But if that were not 
sufficient, then the treatment that the Uitlander", 
especially Englishmen, have received, is absolute 
justification for the action of England. The 
ban. member for Lockyer, in his speech the 
other night, quoted outrages that ban. members 
on the other side seemed to regard with a certain 
a:nount of humour, because thry are a great 
distance away from the scene of those outrages. 

Mr. TURLEY : The truth was given from this 
side ; that is the only difference. 

Mr. STORY: Tl1e truth was givtn from this 
side. There was one case in which the persr.n 
who was annoyed and insulted was only a 
washerwoman, and there was a little giggle of 
laughter went up from the oth''" side because a 
fuss was made about a washerwoman being 
annoyed. It does not matter in the slightest 
degree whether a person insulted in "' strange 
land is a washerwoman or anybody else-if she 
i., a British subject she will receive protection. 
'l7 hen men go into a woman's home while she is 
sleeping and pull the clothes off on purpose to 
gammon that they are making a search, it is 
tin:e that :England went to war, so as to show 
the world that wherever a British subject may 
he he or she will receive the protection uf the 
British Government. 

An HoNOUl\ABLE MEMBER : That was done by 
the police in Queensland in 1891. 

Mr. STORY: It is nut done here, at any rat<>, 
not in any phtce I know, and if it should be the 
persons concerned would be brought to account 
for it. But in the Transvaal it seems-I am 
speaking partly from what I know--every jibe, 
jeer, insult, and indignity that can possibly be 
thrown at a person are heaped by the Boers ou 
British subjects; and they have put up with it 
in thA hope that a constitutional means to remedy 
it would be found. It is well known, and has 
been proved over and over again, that the fact 
of a person being a British subject makes him 
safe, even atnong savages, because they know 
that if be is improperly interfered with thPre will 
be a day of rrck"ning. 

Mr. LESINA: That sort of thing won't wash. 
Mr. STORY: It will wash. But leaving the 

question of the justice of the war, which is pretty 
well admitted on all hands. I may say a few 
words about our volunteers. "When I firot came 
to Brisbane to live I heard our military men and 
the Defence Force discussed m different nee,. 
sions, and there a! ways seemed to be some little 
fun to be made out of our btave defenders. It 
was always suggested that they were very good 
men to walk along the street and show their 
plumes to the ladies, and all that sort of rhing, 
but that if an enemy was to come down our 
coast our volunteers would be over the other ,,ide 
of the Range finding the shortest way to Cunna. 
mulla or Thargomindah. I know that those things 
were mid partly in joke and partly in earnest. 
But _now, when there comes an opportunity of 
pronng their v:tlour, it is said by the leader of 
the Labour Opposition that they are curs and 
cowards to go and fight before they are obliged 
to do so. I do not know that it is a general 
thing for an Englishman to wait to be kicked 
before he will fight. Generally, I believe, if there 
is a chance of fighting, and they have good reason 

to fight, they take the first opportunity of doing 
it. I am sure there is no bloodthirsty desire 
among our men in volunteering to go to the 
Transvaal, but as they are soldiers they are 
enrolled for a certain purpose, their business is to 
fight, and to get as much experience as pos­
sible in their calling. It is quite possible that they 
might fight an enemy without having any grc·at 
animosity against them, but I think that in future 
our volunteers c:tn hardly look to hon. members 
on the other side for appNbat.ion, whether they 
fight or not, because they will be blamed in both 
cases. I ~m sure that the hon. member for 
Clermont will not take it badly, or in an ill 
temper, when I say that his ,peeches afford me 
immense amuseme'nt-when I do not get indig­
nant. In describing our Defence J<'orce some 
queer freak came over him, for he said they were 
all narrow-ch~sted drapers. "Why should a 
draper be narrow-chested? And why should all 
our v"lunteers be drapers under any cil·cum· 
stances? And why should a draper be sneered 
at in any way at all? I take it for granted 
that there are many drapers of quite sufficient 
stature to remon<,trate with tbe hon. member for 
Clermont in a way that would be very convincing 
to him, and that would prove to' him that they are 
neither narrow-chested nor wanting in pluck. It 
is quite a mistake to take up a line like that. 
Such a remark once made may be regarded as a 
joke, but when it is many times repf,ated it is an 
insult to a number of persons who do not deserve 
it. There se<'ms to be a sort of democratic 
veneer on the hon. member, and when a man in 
a certain position does anything that hon. 
member di,.approves of he immediately refers to 
his social position as something which is to his 
discredit. That is altogether a mistake, and I 
should ad vi se the ho'1. member to be more parti­
cular on tb at paint. 

Mr. LESINA : Thank you, thank you ! 
Mr. STORY: The hon. member for Dalby 

has fore,talled me in somB remarks I was going 
to make ahont the hon. member's dislike to ftny 
man being proud of his nationality. The hon. 
member says lw cannot see why any man should 
be proud because he happens to be an English 
man. 

Mr. LESINA : Or a Turk. 
Mr. STORY: I cannot imagine how a man 

can possibly be an Englishman, or of English 
cle.cent, without being proud of the fact. The 
hon. member, however, says you ought not to be 
proud of it, brcause it is an accident where you 
are born. I contend that even if it is an accident 
a man eau call himself one of the members of the 
greatest nation on earth, be has an absolutely 
good right to be proud of it, just the same as if 
he belonged to a family which had made itself 
glorious by deeds of heroism, or exploration, or 
discovery, or anything of that character. Surely 
a man has a right tu be proud of something that 
at~aches to him ! If not, we have nothing to 
be proud of ; there is nothing left to be proud 
of. And the reverse of t.hat is exactly tme 
-that there is nothing to be ashamed of­
because everything is an accident. According 
to the hon. member, if a man happens to be 
a. countryman of Shakespeare he has nothing 
to be proud of, and Shakespeare himself had 
nothing to he proud of, because if he had been 
born somewhere else he could not possibly have 
been the man he was. I say we have a great 
dea to be proud of in belonging to a nation which 
has such a number of men o.f mark in all lands, 
great heroes, and men who have distingmshed 
themselves in great naval battlee and in great 
wars. I can understand that it is quite pos­
sible in some cases we have nothing to be 
proud of in ourselves, but if there is one thing 
left that will comfort us for that, it is 



'l'he Transvaal Contingent. [17 OcTOBER.] The Transvaal Contingent. 427 

the fact that we are the countrymen of the 
men who have made their names grBat in history. 

The hon. member said-and it seems 
[8 p. m.] to be a sort of peculiarity of his-he 

said something about the British flag, 
and he never rises an inch above the retail price 
in Queen street of the material. "The British 
flag," he says, "can be bought at Finney's for 
4~d. a yard." Ifitcouldbeboughtfor2~d.ayard 
it hassnch associations connected with it that not 
all the money in the whole world would bribe a 
Britisher to change it for any flag that flies. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. STORY: ·whether the h<m. member is 
proud of that flag or not, at any rate he i' living 
under it, and derives the benefits we all derive 
from living under it; and under no other flag 
could he say "hat he does say in t.his House. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. STORY: Under no other flag would he 
have the opportunity he has under that flag of 
t"lking whatever nonsense he likes to speak. I 
can understand tha& the hon. member could 
never understand the British er's feelings when 
he tn.lks about his flag, because he does not 
possess the necessary attributes to enable him 
to do so. The hon. member for Croydon, who 
always nmkesa very nice epeech, sugge·,tE•l that it 
would be better to s.•nd this .£32,000 to Britain, 
and to keep our men at home. I suppose he 
mHmt that for a joke, but it is a verv small joke. 
It seemH that the BritiHh GovernmeJ1t have asked 
for a vote of £10,000,000. 

An HmrouRABLE MEMBER: They are going to. 
Mr. STORY: They have given notice that 

they intend to do it, and so the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer would probably put our .£32,000 in 
his wr1istcoat pocket and forget all about it-it is 
such a small amount. Hon. gentlemen opposite 
seem to be unable to look at this aF p,·ct of the 
case : that (tneenslancl and the rest of An• Lralia 
sending their men to help England means more 
than many millions paid into the English 
Treasury. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. STORY: 'When England starts in a ju,et 
cause, and her prms come from all quarters of the 
earth to help her, there is a greater moral lesson 
in it than if we floated a loan and subscribed it 
over and over again. This is a time when we 
may prove our loyalty, because England does not 
need our fighting help ; but she does want our 
mor•d help, and we have to prove to the whole 
worlrl that we are one British nation, and that 
the British naLion Ptands tJgether in times of 
tronbl". There was a demonstration iu London 
some little time ago when the New South 
Wales Lancers left for the Cape. Is it pos­
sible, do you think, that thousands of people 
in England would get into the streets and 
wait there for hours to cheer to the echo a 
few mounted troops leaving England to go 
to the Cape, when they can send them them­
selves in tens of thousan·ds? No, they recognised 
there was something far deeper in the matter 
than these few troops going to the Transvaal. 
They recognised the fact that they were English­
men from another quarter of the earth, and that 
they were ready to go immediately-almost before 
they were sent-to where their duty pointed. Jt 
was not that the Empire wanted them to fight 
for it, but because they represented one part of 
the Empire th1et was ready to stand up for the 
mother C'ltmtry under any circumstances. 

MEiiiBERS on the Government side: Hear, hear! 
Mr. W. HAMILTON (Gregory): Their mothers 

have sent for them. They won't let them go. 
Mr. STORY: They will let them go. It has 

taken many centuries to build up the great 

Empire to which we belong. We have come 
through times of awful trouble, tribulation, 
revolution, and that kind of thing, but now 
England stands pre-eminent in the world. We 
mmt either go on or retreat. England can never 
increase her power and hold the blessing of peace 
in her hand as she will unless every part of the 
Empire is ready at any time to go with the 
mother country. This is the great lec·SOn that is 
being taught all over the world. It is only about 
two years ago that American sympathy with 
England was sufficient to avert a European war. 
There were rumours of war, and England seemed 
to be standing alone. All at once a feeling of 
kinship "pnmg up, and throw;h all America 
there seemed to be promisE'' of help and sym­
pathy, and that was quite sufficient to call the 
attention of the Eurorean countries to what it 
me•mt to quarrel with England. 

:MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. STORY: The hon. member for Rock­
hampton, J\fr. Kidston, laughed at the suggestion 
that the Premier was sending these men to the 
Transvaal on purpose to impress the European 
countries, but, although it may be a very small 
contingent that is being sent from (.\ueensland, I 
am perfectly certain it will impress the European 
countrie>, because what deduction would they 
draw from the fact if all the Parliament;; in 
Australia were like hon. gentlemen opposite, 
and every proposition to send troops to the aid 
of the mother country was negatived and the 
troops were not sent? ·what would they say? 
Would they not ~ay, "England can no longer 
depend on her colonies. She stands alone. They 
have drifted apart, because they do not come to 
her help, and there is a feeling growing up 
throughout the colonial Parliaments advt-rse to 
England, and she cannot depend on her colonies?" 

:MEMBERS on the Government side: He~tr, bear! 
Mr. STORY: If it ever comes to pass that the 

Federal Parliament that is to control our troops 
is represented by such men as that-once it is 
known that in necessity England is deserted, 
then I s"y the decay of the Empire commences_ 

i'.'IE1IBERS on the Government ~ide: Hear, hear! 
Mr. STORY: England can always protect 

herself if she confines herself to her own terri­
tory, and if this feeling !lets abroad that the 
colonies are not inclined to assist, then they must 
take the responsibility of their defence upon 
themselves, and Engl!•ncl will do what she did 
long before the Labour party or Australia were 
heard of-hold her own when she is attacked. 
It. is a most painful thing for a man who has 
grown up in one country, and under one law, to 
think that any feeling like this could possibly 
arise in a young country like this, and amongst 
men of British descent. 

An HONOURABLE MElii!lER: N at all of them. 
Mr. STORY: This feeling of jubilation at any 

reverses England might suffer. When it was 
made public here that it was untrue that Canada 
had offered to help England, it met with a sort 
of cheer from the other side as if they were glad 
of it,, 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. STORY : I think hon. members oppos1te 
are making this a party matter, forgetting what 
they are saying-forgetting the great responsi­
bility they have, and forgetting that their 
words will be quoted far beyond the confines of 
this colony. The trend of the speeches of the 
leader of the Opposition, and the three members 
who followed him on the other side of the House, 
was that no troops should be sent to the Trans­
vaal. I re1d the three speeches to-day very 
carefully, and it was not the action. of the 
Premier to which thAy objected-that part of the 
question was deserted almost immediately each 
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commenced to spMk-but there was a di.,tinct 
disinclination on their part to send anyone 
to help Great Britain in the Trani\vaal. 

The PREMIER : Yes ; that is the point. 
Mr. J ACKSON : Could they not go on their 

own? 
Mr. STORY: The hon. member for Kennedy 

asks if they could not go on their own. Ho\V 
could a lot of men get together and l'repare 
themselves for snch a campaign unless they were 
under the control of some superior authority ? 
\Ve have he:1.rd from America how certain 
wealthy men organise certain corps or battalions, 
usually cavalry, and maiutain them; but there 
must be some person in the community who will 
take the lead and the responsibility of sending the 
troops away. We have heard of tbe pro· 
bable worth of the men when they do go, 
and I think we have a very fair instance 
in the case of Lieutenant \;ordon. There was 
a man visiting India on his own private aifairs, 
and in face of innumerable obstacles-which 
snemed insurmountable at first-he got to the 
front. He was prevented from getting as far to 
the front as he would have liked, but at any rate 
he forced himself forward and proved the metal 
that was in him. He was a thorough bushman, 
and a splendid horseman, and the service he did 
showed not only that he had been well trained in 
the Queensland force, but that he was a service­
ablfl and valuable addition to the forces in 
India. That man w,lnts to go to the Transv" 1l. 
"\Vould the hon. member for Clermont class him 
as a weak.chested draper, or prevent him fr<>m 
serving hi9 country? If we are willing to sup­
plement the English forces, and if England is 
willing to receive our contribution, then I think 
we should send them, with the aosurance that 
they will be well received. I only want to say 
in C<\nclusion-because I do not intend to nw,ke 
a long speech-that, of course, no one in thi-l 
House can occept the amendment. It was never 
intended to be pass"'d at u,ll. It was only intended 
to be voted upon. That amendment should be 
v1ithdrawn. 

The PHEMIER: No. 
Mr. STORY: Another one maybe >•ubstituteJ 

that will probably have pretty well the same 
effect;, but which will permit of peopl• vc,ting 
upon it. I trust, however, that the Premier 
will not allow one single amendment to be made 
to the motion which he has proposed. 

MEMBEHS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. STORY : If he falls upon this amend­
ment, he falls upon the very best thing his 
Government could go down upon. · 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hr,.tr, 
hfliT! 

Mr. STORY: They know their duty, and 
they have tried to do it, and there is no disgrace 
in failure. If hon. gentlemen opposite like the 
disgrace attaching to the placing of obstttcles 
before such a motion, let them have it. Imnst 
~ay one word more before I sit down. After the 
hon. members for Lockver and l'VIaryborough 
had concluded their speeches there was some 
discussion as to the manner in which this debate 
had been reported. Now, I am not going to 
mention any names, although it is perfectly 
evident to everybcdy in this House that the 
report of the Courier on the morning of the 
12th, so far as '' Gallery Notes" are COI: cerned, 
was not a correct record of what transpired in 
this House. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : He;lr, 
hear! 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Yes, yes ! 
Mr. MoDoNALD : Perfectly fair. 
Mr. STORY: The speech of the leader of the 

Labour party was toned down on purpose to suit 
him, and certain motives were imputed to the 

hrm. member for Lockyer, which 1 know myself 
were absolutely without truth. Now, there is 
one thing we have a right to claim in this House 
-because everything we s.ty goes abroad 
throughout the country-and that is that our 
utterances in this House should be reported 
fairly, and that whatever comments are n.:1de 
should be fairly made, so that the public may 
judge for themselvH. It is not fair to trim the 
speeches of certain members, or impute motives 
to any hon. gentleman that I am sure he was 
not in any w•>Y guil\y of. I am going to vote for 
the Pr. mier's propo.-ition; and I hereby add my 
protest against any such amendment as that 
w hi eh ha8 been moved by the leader of the 
Oppo"ition . 

.Mr. 1IoDONALD (Flinden): I am rather 
surprised at the hon. gentleman making the 
reference he did in the last portion of his speech. 
I thmk it is unfair and unjust. 

Mr. DuNSFOHD: \Vhy does he not attack a 
man able to defend himself? 

Mr. .i\IcDONALD: The man who writ:'S 
those notes has to earn his living- by it, and the 
only dfec' which the remarks the hon. gentle­
man has made may have a tendency to bring 
a bout, is his discharge from the position which 
he occupies. 

MEniBEllS of the Opposition: Hr-:tr, hear! 
Mr. ANNEAR : What about the attack made 

againot a writer in the Telegmph by your sirle ? 
Mr. jyfcDONALD: On two previous occasions 

the hon. munber for Maryborongh has made 
similar ,,ttacks, and has had to withdraw them. 

Mr. STOHY: You have made similar attacks 
yourself. 

Mr. MoDONALD: At all <"vents, "two 
wrongs do not lTiftke a right," and I think the 
action of the hon. member for Jlalonne is mrlRt 
nnbir to the writer of'' Gallery Notes." 

l'VImmERS of the Opposition: liNer, hear! 
J\Ir. ANNEAH: You know that thm;e comments 

\Ye re very unfair. 
l\lr. :i'IIcllON~'I.LD : As far as l read them, 

they were fair comment. 
Mr. Sl'OHY : N•>, they were no!;. 
Mr. MoDONALD: As a matter of fact, 

amon;:; the Press of this colony, the Com·ia, 
ahoYe all others, is p•»se"<ed of the nlO',t. jingo­
iotic spidi, and that paper is making an 'ffort to 
back up the Government in every possible shalJe 
and form. I have sat in this Chamber all the after­
noon, in the hope that some hon. gentleman 
opposite would have sufficient courage to get up 
and defend the ne Lion of the Govr rnment, but 
I h:we heard nothing bnt a lot of wild state­
ments. I listened very patiently to the hon. 
member for Bnlonne, and a greo.t deal of what 
he said was very interesting and instructive. I 
listened as patiently to the hon. member for 
Herbert. He made a mo,.t interesting speech, 
and gave a lot of information which no doubt is 
very m;eful to Parliament and the country. 1 
listened cardull~- to the hon. member for Dalby, 
who gave us a long, ra.n1hling speech. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : A good 
speech. · 

J\Ir. MoDONALD: A good speech from the 
hon. gentleman's point of view, no doubt. I like 
on all occasions to hear the hon. member for 
Dalby speak, whether I agree with him or not, 
but I expected both the hon. member for Dalhy 
and the Hon. the Attorney-General-considering 
the positions they occupy, the trrcining they have 
had in the law, and thtir gPneral knowledge of 
international law-to have given us some jnstifi­
e~tion of the action of the Government. Now 
thehon. member for Rockh>tmpton, Mr. Kidston, 
dealt entirely with the matter from the constitu­
tional aspect, yet the hon member for Dalby in 
his speech did not attempt in any way whatever 
to justify the action of the Government, or to 
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refute the arguments of the hon. member for 
Rockha,mpton. The whole tenor of all the 
speeches we have listened to this afternoon was 
as to whether this war is just or unjust. 

The SECitETARY FOR PUBLrr LAXDS : Oh, no ; 
that is not eo. 

Mr. McJ?ON ALD : Well, I will make my own 
statem~nt '': my own vay, and the Secretary for 
Lands1s at liberty to get up and speak afterwards. 
The hon. members for Herbert and Dalby made 
s~>me little reference to the cm,stitntionftl qnes­
twn, the latter renmrldnz that he hoped the 
Govemment would mnr~ often indulge in simil.r 
erwrgetic action. The hon. ~entlernun wPnt on 
to say that he believed the action of the Govern­
ment was perfectly justilied and in snnnort 
of the position he took up he referre'd' to 
sever.,,! matters in which the British Govern­
ment took action independent of Parliament 
The hon. member then went on to state that h~ 
hoped to see more energetic efforts made by the 
Government of the cnlony in thh direction. Let 
us follow the hon. member's argument, and sup­
pCJse there was !" Government in power which 
had .strung leamn;::'' hnvards the Labour p .rty. 
It w1ll b~ rer:1embered that a few years ago there 
was a strrke m London called the L•mdon Dock 
strike. . At thr.t time the pulse of the people of 
Austraha was pretty unanunous in the snr>port 
and sympathy they gave to th~t strike, and as n 
matter of fact some .£50 000 or £ti0 000 was 
voluntarily sent from thi; coiony to ~ssi ,t the 
London dockers. Here wa' a case where if the 
hon. men1brr's reaf,;)ning and logic are good a 
G?vernment in syml•athy with the dock~rs 
rmght have sent them £GO,OOO of the Govern­
ment fumls, an cl t,hen have justly come to Parlia­
m~n~ and said, "\Ve have quite gauged public 
onmwn, and have se:,t the money knowing that 
Parliament will sanction our efforts." \Vho won'd 
be the first to off,n· objection to the,t? The hon. 
member for Dalby anr! all the hon. gentlemen 
sitting on the other side of the House. Yet this 
!s the exact position we are now placed in. There 
1s no end to the IllnRtrationg that mi,ht be drawn 
if _the Governm. nt were allowed to ;pend money 
w1thont the sanction of l'arliament in t.he 
mam~er they have been doinr;· on the present 
occa"•lGn. The case of the Naval Tribute Bill 
has been referred to. It_ iJ wdl known to every 
hon. member that for h1s action in connection 
wiLh that Bill the Griffith Guvernment was 
turned out and the Mcllwraith Government 
carne in) in 1888. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON : \Vhat ridiculonR nonsenPe ! 
l'vfr. McD_ON ALD: I have only just looked 

up .\1cllwra1th's speech on the occo,Nion in the 
Centennial Hall, and I observe that that wn1 one 
of the 'tr<.,'Ig pnints he tool<, and that it was the 
grLnnd on which he started the National party 
in (.,lneensbnd. 

. Mr. J. HAii!ILTON: Parliament had then ex­
rnred by eftlnxion of time. 

:Mr. MoDOXALD: I am well aware of that 
but the hon. member may remember that that 
\V.ts one of the strongest things btourr:1t a(rainst 
the Griflith Adminictration, and tb:1t it was 
prac!.ic:illV on that question thnt Mcilwraith 
founded the National party. And it ,, "" on the 
top of that party that Mcllwmith came into 
power. The thing was not a,i'ented to until 
such time as Sir Samuel Griflith was made to 
swallow every principle h·• had eYer held in his 
co:me_ction with the politics of the colony. Every 
prmCJple tbnt that g-entleman had at that time he 
w;ts made to.s;vallow so that he _might keep faith 
WJth_ the Bnt1sh Governrr;ent m carryi'•'( thtlt 
partJCular measure through. He sacrificed tbo'e 
principles so that the N av tl Tribute Bill might 
pass. The hon. member for Herbert told us 
that such a thing as this has never been chal-

!e~ged_. I would remind the hon. member, and 
1t IS w1thm the memory of every member of this 
Pa~liament, that not ROmany years ago a similar 
actron was challenged. It was at the time of the 
banking legiolation dnrinc: the crisis of 1893 but 
the Government did what I, and most peopl~ who 
h.tve studied the matter, believed to be an uncon­
stitutional act in over-riding an Act of Parlia­
ment by allowiug certain institutions to go free 
of stamp duty. On that occasion we had a 
Governm,cnt which was prepared not ouly to 
spend money ''··ithont the sanction of Parliament 
but to over-ride an Act of Parliament in favon~ 
of certain people, which meant a loss of revenue 
to the cnlony of £38,000 or }250,000. The 
Government never kept any correct record of 
it-so they said in answer to a question­
and I estimated the l<1SS of revenue at from 
£40,000 to £,)0,000. There is another case of 
which I may remind the hon. member for Her­
b•,rt, although no doubt he has come acwss it in 
his reading of our "Votes and Proceedings" 
and the records of Hansard. At one time a 
difficulty arose between the Government and 
the A.S.N. Company. The: A.S.N. Company 
was supposed to be making an attempt 
to extort a very large sum of money from 
the Government to make a contract to carry 
the mails along the coast. The Government 
did not think they were jn"tified in handing 
over such a big monopoly to the A.S.N. Com­
pany, and giving them the large price ~hey asked 
for tlwt particular contract. \Vhat was the 
rec,ult? 'fhe result w"s that Sir Charles \then 
1\Ir.) Lilley, who was then leading the Govern­
n~ent, thought the best thing to be done under the 
Circumstances was for the Government to 
provide steltmers of their owu, and with that 
object in view Mr. Lilley went to Sydney 
and nu,de arr :mgements for the purchase of 
certain ve,,,;e!B. I believe one, the "Governor 
Blade\!," was actually purchased for the 
GoYernrnf,crt at the time. \Vhat do we find 
afterwards? The very moment Parliament 
'!'et J\1r. Lilley ~as taken ~o task for having 
mcurred a certam expenditure w1thont the 
sanction of Parliament. It deemed its privi­
leges to have been so outraged, as far as I 
(',\n ctther from the somewhat meagre account 
th 1,t appears in Hansard, that no one would 
move and second the Address in Reply and he 
had to do. that himself. And if my 'n,emory 
serves me ng·ht, J. P. Bell then moved a vote of 
no confidence in the Government, and when 
that was moved it brought about the downfall of 
Mr. Lilley. 

Mr. BELL: You are not giving the facts, but a 
perfe?t travesty of what took place on that 
occasion. 

:\Ir. lHcDONALD: If the hon. member wants 
me to gn into the details I will get Han.~arrl and 
read the whole question for him. If my facts are 
not correct, let the hon. member, or anyone else on 
the other side, get up and dispute them. There 
is no getting over this fact-that Mr. Lilley wa~ 
defe.'1terl on a no-confidenc•' motion mon,d by 
J . .!:'. Bell for doing ex"0tly the same thirw that 
the GoYert.ment are doing to-day. Yet w';, find 
hon. members on the other side prepared to sup­
port them through thick and thin. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXERAL: It w.1s Sir T. 
::Yicilwraith who made the agreement with the 
Australasian Steam Navigation Company with­
out the sanction of Parliament. 

~r. McDONALD: That does not prove any­
thmg .. It only adds another. crime to the already 
lar:ge hst we h'lve of the actwns of strong men in 
tbrs House attempting to over-ride the will of 
Parliament, and which are as near to dictator­
ship as one can possibly imagine. 

Mr. BELL : Will the hon. member--
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Mr. MoDONALD: I don't mind the hon. 
member interjecting. Having made his speech, 
he is muzzled. He is merely being allowed 

to interject. That is the length 
[8'30 p.m.] of the hon. gentleman's chain. 

The only member who is off 
the chain to-night is the Hon. the Minister 
for Lands. \V e are to get a long speech 
from him on the cruelty of the Boers, J.nd he 
will probably compare them with Paraguay, 
and similar ca<es. (Laught~r.) I maintain that 
hon. gentlemen on that side of the House have, 
in no shape or form, attempted to show us that 
they have done constitutionally right in follow­
ing the cour~e they have. The Hon. the 
Attorney-General lays down a most remarkable 
doctrine. He states-

In copying the action of the Executive of Great 
:Britain I do not thin!{ that the Government of any 
dependency of the Empire goes ver.v far astray. ::\ow, it 
is a very well-known fact that when Parliament is not 
in session in Great Brita~n it is competent for the 
Queen's advisers to declare war without the authority 
of Parliament. 
I am prepared to admit that. 'l'he hon. gentle­
man has only got to refer to the authorities on 
the table of the House, and he will find that that 
is so. But surely the only deduction to be 
drawn from the hon. gentleman's statement is 
that the Premier of Queensland had declared war 
on some other State at the present time. 

The AT'rORNRY-GENERAL: No. 
Mr. :i\fcDONALD: That is the only inference 

which can be drawn if that is the only case; and 
I am at one with the hon. gentleman that this is 
the only ca'e in which the British Government 
can act in an emergency. Further, the bun. 
gentleman says-

If they made a mistake in declaring war on their 
own rf'.;;ponsibility, Parliament aft;;l'wnrds deals with 
the Government that has made tbe mistake. 
'\Ve are in exactly the same position now. Has 
not the Premier of this colony pledged the 
honour of this colony to send 250 men to the 
Transvaal; and having pledged this colony to 
this matter, what are we asked to find? Even if 
the Government are turned out to-morrow and 
another is appointed to sit on those benches, 
they would have to fulfil the pledries the hon. 
gentleman has made. 

ME1JBRHS of the Opposition: Hear, he"r ! 
Mr. MoDONALD: That is exactly the posi­

tion we are in, and it is a mere farc•1 for the 
Premier to come in now n,nd ask Prorliament to 
sanction what has been done, because he knows 
he has already committed this colony. If it was 
£100,000 or £250,000, this House and Queensland 
is practically bound by that pledge just a,s if 
Parliament had given sanction to it. 'rhe hon. 
gentleman goes on further to say-

They ha Ye to deal with them in this way-tlmt they 
have to vote the supylies for carrying on the war, and 
H Parliament disagrees with the action of the E:xecn­
tive then there is one coul'se, and one course only, open 
to them. 
I presume from that, that the hon. gentleman 
meant that Parliament must withhold supplies. 
'\Vhat would the result be in the midst of a war? 
How could we pos.libly withhold supplies? As 
a mn,tter of fact, once war is declared we should 
either have to go on with it or back down dis­
honourably. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR PUBLIC LANDS : War is 
declared practically, whatever we may do. 

Mr. McDONALD: I do uot wish to be drawn 
into that q <Ieetion at all. That question can be 
dealt with as soon as the amendrr>ent is disposed 
of. At pre~ent it is merely my dnty to point 
out that thi" is an unconstitutional act on the 
part of the Government. The Hon. the 
Attorney-General has laid down the doctrine 
that the proper course to follow is, if you do not 
approve of the !\Ction of the Govern)Uent ll.fter 

war has qeen declared, you can withhold sup­
plies. Is thera anything so stupid that a man 
could po,;sibly utter? Can any person imagine 
for a moment, in the middle of a desperate 
struggle hetween two nati•ms, you can withhold 
supplies? 

The TREASURER: Hv' never said so. 
J\[r. MoDONALD: The hon. gentleman says 

he never said so. I will read the hon. gentle­
man's speech. He crtn get up and correct it if I 
make a mistake-

They have to deal with them in this way-that they 
have to vote the supplies for carrying on the war, and 
if -Parliament disagrees with the acti•m of the Executive. 
then there is one cour·,e. and. one course only, 0pen to 
them. 
'\Vhat does that mean? 

The ATTORNllY-G~'NERAL: It m•:ans that when 
they get into Committee of Supply they simply 
turn the Government out, and the nexL Govern­
ment will, of course, have to ccrry on the war. 

Mr. McDONALD: So we come to this !Josi­
tion-that in the event of war being unjustly 
declared or bungled, right in the middle of this 
the Government c.1n be changed. \Vbat would 
that end in? Probably civil w,c,r. That is exactly 
the position the hon. gentleman wonld force us 
into. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Swap horses while crossing 
the stream. 

Mr. MoDONALD: It is amnBing to see the 
hon. gentleman when he deals with the matter 
further on. Dealing with the Bpeech of the hon. 
mBmber for Brisbane North, he takes up this 
attit.ude on the constitutional question-

The hon. member for North Brisbane, ::\Ir. F01-rest, 
WhO spoke this aft, r'DOOD, referred to what he Called 
a defect in the message scut to 1Ur. Chambcrl::tin, 
because it did not state in so many words that the 
troops would be sent from Queensland subject to the 
approval of Parliament. Of what use, I should like to 
know, would have been the addition of those words? 
Doe 'I not 11r. Chamberlain knm:v, as well af> any member 
of this House knows, that the thing mu ~t be subjcet to the 
approval of Parliament before effect can be given to it? 
He would not snppose we were a lot of fools who 
believed this could be done without the sanction of 
Parliament. 
:J!'if't the hon. gentleman attempted to prove 
th.tt the action of the Government, in acting 
withont consulting Parliament, was correct ; 
and then t,;kes U!J the position that Mr. 
Chamberlain must h~ve known that the offer 
wao made subject to the sanction of Parliament. 
'Why, there is no word in the whole of the 
corn:,,p<mdence that has taken pbcA, and which 
has been laid on the tahle of thfl Home for our 
guidance, not one solitary wmd to indicate to 
Mr. Chamberlain in any shape or form that the 
Government was going to ask this House to 
sanction the Hon. the Premier's proposal. 

The SllORR'l'AI!Y l!'OR PUBLIC LA:'IDS : Mr. 
Chamberlain has asked tLe British Parliament 
for £1fl,OOO,OOO. 

Mr. iVIoDONALD: I cJUite understand Mr. 
Chamberlain has ((Ot to do tlut; but it has 
nothing to do with the present case at all. 
'l'here is anot.her point. The Hon. the Premier 
asks in his motion that we provide sufficient money 
for eqnipping a contingent of volunteers. Now 
the hem. gentleman never thoug-ht for a mom<-nt 
that there was going to be volunteers sent. A& 
a matter of fact, the hon. gentleman never 
referred to anything else--we find here in the 
very proposal the hon. gentleman made to the 
Imperi·1l Government-thn,n that they were 
g·oing to send the Defence Force. If they were 
not going to send the Defence ForcP, then the 
h }n. gentleman must hcwe been saying what was 
not true to Mr. Chamberlain, or he was 
making· an atLempt to deceive Mr. Chamber­
lain as to who would be sent there. What 
are the facts of the case? '!'he Comman­
dant asked~or, rather, suggested-in the first 
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place that a contingent might be sent, and 
the hon. gentleman in accepting it, refers to the 
Defence _Force again. Fnrther, wh"'t do wn find 
when officers <~mnected with the Defence Force 
are sent through the country to different places? 
We find that they actually get the Defence Force 
on parade. and then a long rambling speech rs 
ma.de about the glorious British Em;1ire, and the 
death struggle the British Empire is in, and the 
prnbability that if they do not get 250 men to fall 
into line to go to the 'rransvaal the whole of the 
British Empire will become"' total wreck. We 
find that the officers of the Defenc ' Force 
are not volunteers, hut they are u~ing their posi­
tion, as members of the Defence ]'orce, to try 
and induce other members of the Defence :E'orce 
to join this contingent for the Transvaal, so 
as to keep faith with the Premier. There is 
another point I think the Government should 
have looked into before they made any promise, 
and that is the pooition of the troc,ps. In the 
first place they offc~r to send a portion of the 
Defence Force ; then they find that is illegal, 
and now we find we are in this poRition : It 
is a debatable point wl1ether all those volun­
teers about to leave for the Transvaal will not 
have to resign their positions in the Dfencee 
Force of this c'>lony. I am one of those who 
believe that no member of the Defence Force 
can leave our shores to fight in any other 
country unle,.cs he resigns his position in that 
force, and that applies to officers as well as men. 
That is a point which the Government will have 
to take into consideration before the contingent 
goe,,, If the Government ''ere honest and 
sincere in this matter, the position they should 
have taken up is this : If they believe, as the 
hon. member for Dalby believes, that on all 
occasions when the British :Empire is g-oing to 
war we shonld contribute a portion of the force 
required, the one honourable course for the 
Government to pursue is this: they should 
immediately amend the Defence Act so as to 
allow the Government to send those troops away 
whenever they think proper. But thev did not do 
this. The only argument the Premic:r advanced 
on the question of urgency wa3 that he wanted 
to get in before the other coloni8s, and I would 
remind him that he is one of those who a little 
while ago was preaching about the federation of 
these colonies-saying that the colonies should be 
one. Where is "the brotherly love" when the 
hon. gentleman is trying to take a point on the 
other colonies when he knows there is a 
movement on foot to send a federal troop 
away? The hon. gentleman ignores the principlEs 
he laid down during the federation campaig-n, and 
tries to get in first, . nd-as the bon. member for 
Rockhampton stated this afternoon-it is ques­
tionable what were thn motives of the hon. 
gentleman. I think, and I say, that the acti<>n 
taken by the hon. gentleman was for the expres" 
purpose of securing the title to which he i" look­
ing forward. 

The SPI~AKER: Order! The hon. member 
must not impute motives. 

Mr. McDONALD: I will not pursue that line 
further. If the hon. gentleman gets it be is 
welcome to all the glory it may bring him. 
(Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. McDONALD: The hon. member for 

Story-I mean the hon. member for Balonne--­
wanted to convince us that the question now 
before the Hou"e is whether we ap1~rove or dis­
approve of the contingent going away, but I 
maintain that that is not the questinn before this 
Assembly. 

ME;I!BEHS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. McDON ALD : · I was rather surprised 

this afternoon at the action which the hon. 

member for Herbert, Mr. Cowley, took in 
attempting to discu., the main question, seeing 
he hirmelf was so strong, when he held another 
position in tl.is House, in always trying to con­
fine hon. members who spoke to the particular 
amendment before the House. I want to 
impress upon the House generally that no mem­
ber on the other sidco is making any attempt to 
justify the action of the Government in this 
matter. The senior member for Brisbane North 
put the matter clearly the other e\·ening when 
he stated that the c,Jlony was practically bound 
to the arrangpment the Premier had made, and 
I agree with that hon. gentleman that whether 
we are prer: ttred, whether the House is prepared 
to defeat the Government on this particular 
amendment at the present time or not, this 
House is legally bound to follow out the compact 
tbe hon. gentleman has made. As I said at the 
outset, I do not intend to say much on this ques­
tion. I merPly want to keep the debate in the 
channel it should go in ; beyond that I do not 
~nten~l to speak much further at present. The 
questron raised by the amendment now before the 
House is whether the Government have acted 
constitutionally in making an offer to the Imperial 
Government to send troops to the Transvaal with­
out the sanction of Parliament, and the contrary 
has been succe,,sfully proved by the junior member 
for Rockhampton beyond the shadow of a doubt. 
So convincing was that hon. gentleman's reason­
ing that we find the Government are not prepared 
with a solitary member on that side-not even 
the hon. member for Dalby with his trained 
le;;al mind and his large experience in dealing 
with constitutional questions anrl other questions 
in connection with international law-even that 
hon. gentleman has never attempted to justify the 
action of the Government in this particular case. 
I hope that whenever the vote is taken, hon. 
members of this House will recognise that the 
queotion at issue is wh0ther the action of the 
Government is justifiable in sending troops to 
assist the Imperial Government without the 
sanction of P:orliament. 

:MEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY :E'OR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. IJ. H. Dalrymple, "~Iackay): I cannot 
understand why hem. members opposite are so 
anxi<JUS to know whether the action of the Go­
vernment on this occasion requires particular 
justification, It seems to me that if the action 
of the Government hAre requires justific:ttion, 
the action of all the Governments of the other 
colonies also requires justification. I know that 
the Labour party will no more approve of any 
Imperial action than they will approve of any 
action taken 1y other Parliaments in these 
colonies. There is nothing peculiar about that 
attitude of the Labour p'1rty. They d<> not 
come forward in a frank and open manner and 
say that the people of this colony do not approve 
of the sendin; of this contingent, but they ap­
proach the matter by a sidewind, which, to my 
mind, is absolutely contemptible. 

ME}1BERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The leader of the Oppo•ition has moved an 
amendment which I will ask any intelligent 
member of the community t0 pronounce an 
opinion on. If I am not permitted to use the 
word inside the House, outside I wonld call it 
"rubbish." It is a most mixed and entangled 
statement-practically an exemplification of the 
"Yes-No" policy which h>m. members opposite 
have endeavoured to pursue, but which tr.ey will 
not pursue, without my marking time, so to 
speak. Now I shall read this proposal with the 
amendment which was brought in-apparently in 
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all seriousness-under the guise that the Govern­
ment had committed some grave constitutional 
mistake. 'l'he motion reads-

That this House renews the a~:;urance of its loyalty 
and devotion to the Throne and Person of Her l\Io::.t 
Gracious ~Iajesty the Queen. 
That is the first clause, and I would point out 
that the leader of the Op]Josition expressed the 
opinion that this was entirely superfluous-that 
there was no reason why the colony at this 
juncture should assure Her 1Iajesty of its 
loyalty. L:tter on the same hon. member pointed 
out that this was probably put in with a deep 
de><ign, but still he left that clause in, to which 
he objected. Then the amendment goes on-

But disapproves of the action of the Government in 
roa.ldng an offer of troops to serve with Her ::\fajc ~t.r's 
army in South Afric'1, thus committing the colony to ~n 
indefinite and practica1lynnlhnited expenditure "\vithont 
the sanction of Parliameu t ; and as evidence or its 
sympathy with Her ):'Iajc4y's subjects in the Ronth 
African Republic, who have for so long a period suffered 
burdensome disabilities and grievous inju~Uce, desirE~ 
to support the determinfLtion of Her :Jiajesty's advisers 
to secure the im1nediatf' re~,ognitiou of British rightR in 
that Republic. 
(Laughter.) I really cannot find words to ex­
press my opinion of this amazing conflict of 
words. 

1\fr. McDoN.\LD : Can't you find anything 
about Parc~guay? 

Mr. STEW ART : Or the French Revolution? 
The SECUETAR Y JWR PUBLIC LANDS : 

I don't choose to be interrupted on this oc<~>ion. 
Hon. members oppc,ite hv.Ye shown that they 
don't sympathise with patriotism, or with tre 
burdensome tlisabilities and grievous inju ,,tic• s 
suffered by the Uitlanders. They deny that 
these thin[!s exi•t, and they won't support the 
determination of thEt British Empire to redre•s 
these wn-ngs. They have >aid that the :.ction 
of this Government is mo,,t unju,titiable. 

MEMBERS of the Oj,positiun : Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

They hold thnt under no circums! ances should 
the action of this colony have precedPd federal 
action by the other colonie". That is rHally what 
they are driving at. The real obj 'ction on the 
other side is to h,w,~o nothing to do wilh the other 
parts of the world, outside Queensland. They 
don't want that great federation of the Empire 
which ,,;ill bring alJ<mt strength and security. 
Thev look at th" matter from a microscupic point 
of view; they c.,.,n1Iot view any question in a 
broad light, which will benetit the world at large. 
Th" great object, at the present moment before 
their optics is by a side wind to knock the Go­
vernment out on the mere J,altry pretext that 
they have acted unconstitutionally. But I am 
not aware that we have acted unconstitutionally. 
The other colonies ha vu done exactly the 'ame 
as we lw ve done, perhnps with the exception of 
New South \ValPs, 

l\1r. 'l'c;RLEY : But in diffen nt ways. 
'rhe SECl:ETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Perhaps in very slightly different wa:·s-only 
a techniLal difference-there is no real difference. 
All the other colonies really made the s;une 
offer, inasmuch as they st,, ted to the Secret:try 
of State for the Colonies that men had volun­
teered fur service. We asked for th; opinion as 
to what kind of truop" would be accevtable to 
the Secretary of State, if it were decided to 
send any. 

Mr. DAWSON: \Vbat d:tte? 
The SEUHETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 

\Vhat does it matter whether it was 
[9 p.m.] Monday or Tuesday. That is net. 

the point. The hon. member again 
fixes his attention upon a microscopic point. At 
any rate, this led practically to the same result, 
and the action that I have referred to was taken 
by the Premiers of every colony before the sub· 

ject was even mooted in Parliament. Each 
colony WtJS committed to the same extent as, 
and n' more tban, this was-that is, if you open 
negotiations with the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies and telegr.tph to him that men were 
volunteering in tbe colony, and would the Secre­
tary of State accept the offer, if an offer was 
made-the mere fdct of making tlv1t offer to 
some extent-but only to a very smrtll extent­
pledges the col,my to make the offer, subject 
al wayR, qf course, to the approval of Parlia­
ment. In all cases Parliame:, t ultimately 
determines whether or not troops shall be 
sent. Now let us consider what has occnrr«l. 
The Premier some time back sent, under 
prech.;ely th0 l'>,1lne circumstances as occurred 
in the other colonies, information-or rather 
m& ::ban offer of troops to the Secretary of State. 
'l'he hon. member for Bri,bane North says, 
that if two or three words had been added 
there would have been no trouble in the House; 
but, if those two or three words had been added, 
the Labour party w · uld simply have discovered 
some other means of attacking the Government 
--and if they httd discovered any other means, 
it would have been infinitely more to their 
credit. The hon. member for Brisb,ne North 
s cys some mm e words should h<cvc been added. 
The .c'\ttorney~GE-neral, in aUdressing the House~ 
pointed out, what I sh.mld eay any schoolboy 
could understand, that when an offer of troops 
\\as mad,• by the Premier of a self-;overning 
c.>lony to the Secr•ctary of State for the Colonies, 
it is preposterous to suppose that the Seeretc~ry 
of State for the Colonie,, could possibly mis· 
understand the offer. The Premier is not deal­
ing with the King of Abyssinia, <>r with the 
King of the Cannibal Islands. People w bo know 
anything whatever about constitutional govern­
ment must kno that an offer of thiS sort­
wlPther it is expre, sed in so many words 
or whether it is not-cannot pos,ibly me<~n any­
thing else than that the offer i.; subject to the 
approval of Parliament. The PremiPr has no 
power-t1s everybody knows-to do anything 
without the sanction of Parliament. It was 
merely a way of awert,,ining the feeling of the 
authorities at home, and it wa3 just as legitimate 
a way of a"certaining the feelings of the 
Secretary of State ''s the way adopted by the 
other colonie<-to cable home and say that 
trocl[lS w.ore offering, ancl v;ould the Secretary 
of State accevt them? Then what took place 
next? A~ soon as Pa,rliament rnet the ,~ facts 
were stated in the Guvernor's Spe.ech-that the 
offer had been made, and that the offer had been 
aJcepted- and the House accepted that state­
ment without comment. 

H,m, T. i\lACDONALD-PA1'ERWI'!: The Address 
in He ply went through like a, Hhot. 

'l'heSECHETAEY l•'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
So it did; and what did that prove? It proved 
that either hon. members opvosite--

Hon. T. i\IACDONALD-PAT!ll\SOl'i: No-both 
sides. 

The SECltETARY ]'OH PUBLIC LANDS: 
On this side we do not objrct to this. It proved 
th..ct hon. members op1•osite were singularly 
blind, or they refused dc'iberatcly to do their 
duty. At that time the whole of the facts in 
connection with this matter wcre laid before the 
Honse. The House was seized of the facts--

Hon. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON: No. 
l\Ir. J. HAMILTON : Quite true. 
Hon. T. :'IIACDONALD-PATERSON: I intencLd 

to move the adjournment of the HoubB next day. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

The hon. member was a,, ''Y on that occasion, as 
he fn;quently is. At auy r..tte, it does not meet 
my contention that the House knew just as much 
then about the whole of this transaction as it 
does at the present time. 
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A MEMBER of the Opposition : The papers had 
not been laid on the table then. 

The SECRETARY I<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The junior member for Rockhampton, Mr. 
Kidston, told us to-night that there should be no 
neglect to preserve the privileges of the House 
in a case like this, when the Government does 
something it is not entitled to do-that Parlia­
ment is bound to resent it promp~Jy. Did Parlia­
ment resent this? No, it sanctioned it ; an·l I 
S'>Y that if anything wrong has been done, the 
House, by giving it~ sanction, is particeps 
c1·iminis. It has offended also, and there can be 
no condemnation by this Hou;;e of the action of 
the Government, if it acted unconstitutionally­
which I entirely deny-without involving the 
members of this House as well. If it is wrong, 
they were wrong a month ago in not taking 
exception to it. Now what becomes of the allega­
tion that the Premier has committed the colony 
to anything? He has committed the colony 
to nothing at all that I am aware of, except the 
statement that certain persons here had volun­
teered, and that he, with the consent of Parlia­
ment, would place them at the disposal of the 
Imperial authorities. He has done nothing 
more than that. If the House says now what it 
ought to have said, I venture to say, a month 
ago, that this is unconstitutional, and· it will not 
agree to it, the House can say so. If the House 
chooses to refuse, no money has been spent at 
all. 

Mr. GrvEXS: vVhat about the contracts for 
the overcoats ? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
These cases which hon. members bring up of 
some one-Sir Charles Lilley, for instance­
having in bygone times gone to Sydney and in­
curred an expenditure that Parliament never told 
him to incur, and of his suffering accordingly­
such cases do not apply in the least. The House 
has full control over this expenrliture at the 
present moment, and it is as much within the 
determination of the House at theprcsentmoment 
as it has been within the determination of the 
other Parliaments of Australia. Therefore, I 
say, that contention does not hold, and the state­
ment that it is unconstitutional can only be 
sustained by their postulating that J oe Chamber­
lain--

Mr. DAWSON : Oh, he respectful! 
Tl;e SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies, if you 
like-knows nothing whatever about constitu­
tional government, aud is as ignorant of the 
usages of self-governing colonies as though he 
had never heard of constitutional government, 
and was not a member of the greatest Parliament 
on earth. There is another matter I wish also to 
refer to. It was brought forward by the hon. 
member for Croydon. I deal with this because, 
after all, I think these are the two principal 
points out of which it has been endeavoured to 
make capital. It is that we have broken a way from 
federal action-that we are not acting in unison 
with the rest of the colonies. I maintain that if 
we can show that we are acting in unison with 
the other colonies-and most undoubtedly we are 
-we can treat the hostile comment to which we 
have been subjected as only the ebullition of dis­
trust which we might expect from our opponents 
when our policy bids fair to be successful. ln 
this m"'tter I affirm that we are acting just as 
the other colonies of this great continent are 
acting, and that whatever condemnation my bon. 
and very shortsighted friends on the other side 
may pass U).JOil this Guvernment applies to all 
Governments of Australia. vVith that know­
ledge we can afford to feel pretty cheerful under 
their carping criticisms. We are charged with 
having broken away from federal action, because 
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we are not sending our troops as part of a federal 
contingent, but as a unit. 'l'he other colonies are 
doing the same thing ; they are sending theit· 
troops as units to South Africa. As will appear 
from the papers before Parliament, the southern 
colonies suggested federal action, and the Pre­
mier of this colony consented, and desired that 
federal action should take place. I think I may 
say that most of us desired it. The PremiPrsent 
down the Commandant of Lhe Defence Force of 
Queensland to meet the military representatives 
of the other colonies and a> range for a federal 
contingent, of which the Queensland corps was 
to form a part. Why, then, should hon. mem­
bers ouy that if this is not carried out it is owing 
to any default on the part of the Government? 
It is owing to no such default. The Government 
anticipated that the Queensland corps would 
form part of a federal contingent, but that inten­
tion was put on one side in consequence of a 
request which proceeded from the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies that it was desirable that 
units only should be sent to the 'l'ransvaal. 
Therefore, the report of the Commandants was 
not acted on, but the Government, in deference 
to the expression of opinion of the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, which has been c0nformed 
to by everyone of the colonies, intend to send 
our troops as a unit. Now, I propose to deal 
with some of the remarks which have fallen from 
the hon. member who preceded me, and who I am 
glad to say, did not make any particular statement 
with regard to the right or prudence, or propriety, 
or otherwise of sending troops to the Transvaal. 
vVhether he refrained from doing so because his 
feelings did not coincide with those of the leader 
of the Labour party and the other members who 
led off in this de hate, I do not know; but he 
said nothing whatever as to whether it is right 
or wrong to do what is proposed by the Govern­
ment in this matter; and he did not endeavour, 
as four or five members who rose from the Oppo­
sition benches endeavoured to do, to cover 
private and pt>triotic men with nnjnstifiable 
vilitication. I think it is possible that members 
of the Labour party may discover before long that 
it is not prudent to be too candid in expre"sing 
their opinions ; that it is not a method that is 
calculated to gain votes ; and that the public, 
whose servants they are, will not in the least 
sympathise with them when they say such Lhings 
of members of the Defence Force, because 
they feel probably a more patriotic impulse 
than some of us do, and are ready to leave 
their friends, and perhaps their wives and 
children, in order to hold out their hands to men 
whom they believe to be oppressed in South Africa, 
and who, after all, are their own flesh and blood. 
I say, they are men whom the country at any 
rate will appreciate; and those epithets which 
are cast upon them will most undoubtedly recoil 
on those who use them, for the majority of the 
people in the country are right-thinking people, 
and will recognise deeds of nobility and honour 
where those deeds of nobility and honour are 
done. \Ve may, I presume, accept what the 
leader of the Labour party says as being, to 
some extent, a fair reflex of the general opinions 
of that party ; but not only has he called these 
men names, and applied opprobrious epithets to 
them which are not deserved, he was followed up 
by other hon. members on that side of the 
House. 

Mr. J AOKSON: He was speaking for himself 
then. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE; You change 
your minds-three d:tys make a difference. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I say he was followed by other hon: members-­

Mr. DAWSON : I take the full responsibility of 
what I said. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
When I make harmless interjectione, as I do 
occasionally, hon. membt,riJ on the other side, 
including my hon. friend, the hon. member for 
Drayton and Toowoomba, get up and call 
attention to the fact tbat I have been gnilty of 
disorderly interjections. All interjections, we 
know, are disorderly, bnt, though I do not n,ind 
them, yet I would rerrdnd hon. members that 
there will be plenty of opportunity to reply to 
me. I do n"t say that the leader of the 
Opposition is a cur ; I believe him to be a 
courageous man, and that when he commits 
himself to a statement he will stand by it, and 
accept the full responsibility of his opinions. 
To that extent I am willing to do full justice to 
the hnn. member. I regret that I <>m c Jmpelled 
to refer in terms probably of censure to what 
the bon. member has said. 

Mr. DAWSON: Say what you want to say, and 
never mind apologising. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
We are perfecLly good friend,,,, and I hope we 
shall continue so, but when the leader of the 
Opposition expresses him"elf in sur'o a very 
extraordinary way it is only legitimate for me to 
call attention to the het. The position he has 
taken up in this case in regard to the Govern­
ment is one which in my opinion is based on two 
facts. l!'irst of all hon. members opposite are 
anxious to overcome their adversaries, and th,-v 
believe that with one or two defections from thfs 
side-defectionR of members ·,, ho think thev can 
conveniently go over there on a- constitutional 
question-and with that natural hostility which 
hon. members opposite apparently have to any­
thing which is of a large and broad nature, they 
can combine all parties. But I say that in the 
speeches of the first four or five members who 
took part in this debate on that side the 
fact was manifest that they object to sending 
any assistance to our kith and kin in the Trans­
vaal. Every possible effort was made to prove 
that the Boers were white men, and that the 
British were interlopers, and that no ma,tter 
what happened to them thev deserved to be 
oppressed. That was practically the argument 
of hon. members. But I am not dealing with 
their arguments. I am endeavouring to deal 
with the position they took up, and the state­
ments which they made may be taken as a fair 
indication of their own judgment and of th~ir 
preconceived notions. I call attention to the 
fact that the le<1der of the Opposition spoke ,,f 
our men who said, "\Ve will stand up for our 
own blood; never mind where they m:ty be, if 
they are wronged we will help them"--I say I 
call attention to the he~ that so far from the 
leader of the Opposition being impres,ed with 
the nobility and self-sacrifice of those men, he 
called them curs and coward''· 

Mr. DAWSON: You are entirely wrong there· 
quote Hansard, will you? ' 

The SECR:BJT ARY FOR PUBLIC LA:NDS: 
I am quoting Hansard. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Is it revisedHansard? 
Mr. DAWSON: No, I ne.ver looked at a proof. 
The HOME SECRETARY: \Ye all know what 

you said. 
Mr. KmsTON: As the Government have no 

defence of their own to give, they attack the 
leader of the Opposition. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
If the leader of the Opposition is not prepared 
to be attacked, then I recommend him not to 
a!tack men who, at any rate, are as good as 
hrmself. 

Tbe SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: And who 
are unable to defend tlwmselve-,, 

The SECRETARY I<,ORPUBLIO LANDS: 
Yes,. and who have no opportunity· (\ere of de· 
fendmg themselves.. -

1IE1IBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
he'lr! 

The S:BJCRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Now, I take anothcr hon. member--

l\Ir. DAWSON: Yon quote what I oaid. 
'fheSECRETARYFURPUBLIC LANDS: 

I will quote the words literally. 
:\Ir. DAWSON: I am used to being misrepre­

sented. 
The SECRETAllYFOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

I do not kuo-.v why the bon. member should ask 
me to quote his words when he knows perfectly 
th:ct those words are the very words he used. 

1\Ir. DAWSON: No. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

I will obtain the word< the hon. member used 
presently, and I will read them word for word. 

JVIr. DAWS01f: You read the words, and uon't 
get angry. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR PU BLIO LANDS: 
I have nothing to get angry aiJout. Passing 
from the leader of the Opposition for the time, 
we will cornP to anothF·r hon. member. 

J\!Ir. DAWSON: Oh, quote those words before 
you g" to the other member. 

The SECRET ArtY I<, OR PUBLIC L~I.:NDS: 
A member of some ability and edue:.tion. I 
refer to the hon. member for Mitchell. 

M:r. DAWSON: Do you think that is just or 
fair? Y,m made a 'tatement about me-why 
don t you quote the words? 

The SI<;CilETARY FOR PUBLIC I,ANDS: 
I will give the hon. member the exact words in a 
moment. 

1\Ir. DAWSON: Do it now. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

\Vhen he knows the exact wordci he will be able 
to find their exact light. I will quote them 
later on. 

Mr. DAWSON: Go on. It does not matt r. 
It's all the same. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I am referring now to the statement made by 
the hon. member for Mitchell. \Vhat is hiR 
conception of the volunteers of this c<>lony, who 
are mo,tly n~en of the Defence I<'orce? Does he 
look upon them as honourable men? H,,, :tys­
judging them probably by himself, but I do not 
know where he gets hi" canons of honesty or 
loyalty from-he r-.tid these men if they leave 
this colony, the moment they are three miles 
aw :lY they are outside of the dominion of the 
colony itself, and it is probable,. at nny rate he 
says they may, after we h we pa1d £30,000 as the 
cost to us of sending thFm--they ma-y, <.S soon 
as the voy ~ge i>1 over, take servicG with the 
Doers. That is bis upimon. That is to say, h<> 
believes the;-e men to be traitors, and objectJe,•s 
traitors. Another thing-which probably did 
not oceur to him-this suspicion which be 
fntertained r,f our volunteers, of the mem­
bers of the Defence :Force of this colony, 
apart from its being a most ungraciouii suspicion 
and a most unjustitiable suspicion, is a suspicion 
which could be just as well entertained of the 
federal contingents. I£ it is true of the Qucen:;­
land contingent, it is true of the contingents 
from all the other colonies of Australia. To 
imply for one moment that these men who leave 
ourcolonyfor no other motive, I take it, than th;,,t 
of rendering succcur to a number of our oppressed 
fellow-subjects in South Africa, that the<e 1m n, 
under any possible set of circumstances that 
-could be conceived, would sell the people in 
whose senice they w~re, that they would 
abandon the noble c.>use in which they had 
Bnlisted, and that they would be traitors and sell 
themselves to the Boers-it is a most unjustifi­
able insult. It is nothing Plb •• Now I shall be 
very happy, more especially as I was called upon 
to do it, to read that hon. member's own words. 

Mr. KEOGH : l::l.e has just gone out. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
That does not affect the fact. I cannot help it if 
the hon. member has gone out. The statement I 
made will be thoroughly borne out by what I 
read, and any hon. member oppo,ite can get a 
copy of Harward-if he is as suspicions of me as 
he seems to bo of the volunteers he cc. n do so. 
(Laughter.) If he has half as bad an opinion of 
me as he has o£ the Defence Force, any hon. 
member who cares to do it can do so. At page 
347, line eight, I find that the leader of the 
Opposition baid-

I am not ashamed of myself. I have absolutely no 
respect for the man in this coJ,:ny who w-ould volunteer 
his services to g'J over to the Transvaal. The man who 
would do that is in the broadest sense of the term a 
rank and arrant coward. 

'MEliiBERS on the Opposition side : Re:.d on. 
The SECRETARY J<'OR PUBLIC L '\NDS: 

I will read on. Don't you alarm yourselves; I 
am not in the habit of reading part and dropping 
the part that does not suit me. He says-

I do not mean that hP is a coward in the sense that if 
he were to meet the enemy he would run a way from 
him, that he would turn tail and show the 'vhite 
feather. 

1fEMBERb on the Opposition side: Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Or that he is not game to stand up to a 1nan of his 

own weight, and either giYe or tal<e a thrashing. But 
I mean that he ls a coward in this ,,ense-coward is per­
haps not the correct term, eur H more correct, for 
he has more of the dog nature in him than human 
nature. 

MEi\IBERS on the• Opposition side: Go on. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

I am not going on for a week. I will read a 
little more of it, but I have to deal ilqo with what 
other hon. members said. The leader of the 
Opposition went on to say-

::.\Iy observation of dogs has been, that when one dog 
gets another dog down, ever~v other mongrel h1 the 
immediate neighbourhood thinks iL is his bonnden duty 
to bite the dog undt.l'llf,1th, nnd so I say the men to 
whom I refer have more of. the dog nature than human 
nature in them. 
I should like to know how that improves the 
epithets which the hon. memb·,r showered upon 
his fellow-colonists? I have referred to the 
Rtatement ma,ie by the hon. member for Mit­
chell, which practically was, or its implication 
was, that the 250 men who would go from here to 
the 'l'ransvaal would be traitor<. The hon. 
member for Croydon, he,ides talking of them as 
"swashbucklers," and so on, srtid tb<.tt ,_,-h•n they 
left as volunteers and b.•came soldiers, they were 
" butchers." I do not know thn,t a man because 
he is a volunteer and is willing to go and fight 
for his country and his flag- occupiios a less noble 
po.,ition than he did before. It does r.ot seem to 
me that he does. If a man i,, "volunteer, what 
is he a volunteer for? He volunteers to defend 
his country. Now, I knO\V. what hon. members 
will say-and it strike, me that this is exactly 
an instance of the extraordinary microscopical 
character of their intellectual eyes-they will say 
that he rloes not dPfend his country because he 
goes to the Transvaal. Doesn't he? I take it 
th~et thA best way, the mo't sure way of getting 
pei<ce for the world, of getting security for not 
only Australia, but for all the rest of the Empire, 
is that those men who are interested in Queens­
land, Victoria, Austrrtlia, and those men -who are 
citizens of Canada, wherever that may be­
whether they may be on the Atlantic coast or 
the Pacific coast, or any other part of the British 
Empire, will not only go and write leading 
articles rtt home, hut will actually volunteer, and 
will lend the right :<rm o£ force, will join together 
to succnur any portion of the British Empire. 
Then I say that is not only the way tn preserve 
the Brit.ish Empi_re, bnt to preserv<;> the colonies 
they live in. 

l\fEJ\IBEns on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It is the most rational wcty. It is not became 
a power is we1k that it gets along quietly. On 
the contrary tJJe state of thing" at the present day 
is this: If a nation is weak the hawks swoop 
down upon it-just as with animals it is 
when they oxe weak that they are attacked. 
\Vhen nations are strong they are respected. 

If they are strong, their strength is 
[9·30 p.m.] respected. Is it not worth while 

having our str, ngth respected? It 
shows what British national rule is, that while we 
have five millions of people here in Australirt, five 
millions of men in British Nor: h America, people 
more or less of our own nee; while we have a 
great number more in South Africa, and forty 
millions in the United Kingdom, yet it is seldom 
necessa,·y to rtss rt our strength. Is it not a 
gre:1t thing for us to pull together? What do 
hon. members opposite mean when they talk 
about unions and blacklegs? They would have 
us.blackleg><. (Cheers). 

Mr. STEW AR'r : How many Boers are there? 
The SECRl~TARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

VvhethPr as a matter of sentiment or utility, I 
maintain thott it is our bounden dut,y to £all into 
line with the rest oft he Empire. It is our quarrel. 
It is not the quarrel of England alone. 

:\Ir. STEW ART : How manv Boers are there? 
The S1£CRETARY J<'OI{PUBLIC LANDS: 

The hon. member is very good at disorderly 
inttrjections. There is one Boer at all events in 
this HouRe. I am pointing out, as "ell as I am 
permitted to do, why the people of (,lueensland 
should take part in this matter. 

Mr. KmsT0:-1 : That is not the question. 
The SEURE'I' ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

\Yhat is the question? Is the twopenny-halfpenny 
am".ndment which we have heard read called the 
questiun? I am d aling with the whole original 
question, and not with an abortion of that sort. 
Hon. members oppo•ite ":ant me to take for my 
text what they are pleased to call the "ccnstitu­
tional question," and I have no doubt the next 
spertker who rises on the other side will say that 
none of us have refuted the arguments brought 
forward hy the junior member for Rockhampton. 
Do hon. members oppooite ever expect that we 
shall refute arguments to their satisfaction? 
That is the confusion of irleas into which they 
havtl fallen. They say, "Because you have not 
refuted my arguments, therefore you have 
given no good reasons." But no good reasons 
would refute hon. members to their own 
satisfaction. I never expect to convince them. 
All that we can hope is to convince the 
public, and we may hope, regarding the constitu­
tional question, as they call it, that the country 
will not be altogether gu;ded by them. The 
re:tl reason for the whole of their action is tbat 
they dec,ire to knock the Government out, and 
they think they have here the opportunity which 
they have been waiting £or. If they had thought 
that a month or two ago when we were debating 
the Address in Reply, the facts were exactly the 
Hame as they are now, and the proper time to 
have acted wa~ then, because probably by delay 
whatever disappointment may occur will be all 
the greater. 

lYlr. KEOGH: Federatinn was in the way then. 
The SECHET_\.RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 

Of cnurse something was in the way. 
:i\fr. KIDS TON : \Vould you have justified your­

self then? 
The Sl!~ORETARYI<'ORPUBLIC I"ANDS: 

vVhat hon. members want is to get me off the 
trail. I am replying to the constitutional 
question as far a.~ I propose to reply to it, and if 
boo. members are not convinced they can com­
fort themselves with the reflection that I never 
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thought they would be. They do not intend to 
be convinced. They never came here to be con­
vinced, and they would not admit it if th0y 
were. \Vhat I was endeavouring to show, and 
.vhat I have shown to all those whose ears are 
not closed to reason, i' that it is our policy to 
fall in with the rest of the colonies and not to 
blackleg on the union. (Cheers.) I say with 
regard to the constitutiomtl question we stand 
on practically the same ground as the other 
colonies. 

Mr. KERR: You ratted on a former occasion. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

It simply to my mindrevol ves itself into a question 
of right or wrong. That is the essential question 
for the public to decide. Hon. members opposite 
would say to a man who had rescued another 
man from drowning, "Did you get the rope 
over his left arm or over his right arm?" and if 
the man did not get the rope over the right arm 
they would blame him fur having rescued his 
fellow human being from drowning. That is the 
ground of objection they are taking to the action 
of the Government, but I trust that the public 
will look at it from a more enlightened and 
broader aspect, in an atmosphere outside 
the region of party politics, in a fearless 
and unbiased manner. They will say : "Is it 
right or wrong for us to show that we have 
sympathy with the people in South Africa, 
people of our own race who we believe have been 
cruelly treated," and will we b.v our action 
endorse the action of the mot.her country when 
she says to her sons in South Africa: "I will 
succour you, I cannot turn a deaf ear to your 
complaint'! ; I will assist you to the best of my 
power; I will interpose; you have been long 
suffering, you have been patient, we had hoped that 
this matter might ha Ye been set tied without the 
brutal arbitramei1t of war, but if it cannot be 
then we are prepared to go to any lengths to 
assert your rights and ours." I say that if the 
mother country bad not interposed in the 
interests of our fellow-colonists in South Africa, 
who have been suffering for years and years, she 
would have lost the respect of every Briti•h 
citizen. 

MEMBERS on the GoYernment side : Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY l<'OE PUBLIC LANDS: 

Her interposition in South Africa is a guarantee 
for our security, for the security nf the people in 
South Africa, and for her own security, and if 
we turn dei1f ears to our suffering fellow-colonists 
a few short miles awav, what may we expect 
when onr time of trouble comes, and we are in 
need of succour and assistance? Should we then 
call for the help of those whom we have abandoned 
to their fate? I say if ever there was an occa­
sion when the young stalwart sons of the mother 
countrv should rally round her it is in this 
case, which, I say, .is not ]:<;ngland's quarrel, 
for-unless looked at with the microscopical 
eyes of hon. members opposite-England ~hould 
be and is there to help and succour those who 
claim her for a motherland. I claim then that 
the Premier has done right, and I have little 
doubt that the public will recognise that that is 
the e"sential question, apart altogether from 
what hou. members persist in calling the consti­
tutional aspect of the case. What do hon. 
members opposite say in regard to the few 
heroic men who are willing to expatriate them­
selves and take up arms against a tyrannical 
and ignorant people ? They talk ab<>ut the 
"poor Boers," and when it is pointed out that 
they flog and torture the native black to death 
do they not reply, "We flog and torture at 
St. Helena"? Their whole talk resolve> itself 
into an ap<>logy for the Boers, and nothing 
is more extraordinary to my mind than the 
fact that men while declaiming on the rights 
of citizenship and the rights of the people, and 

who make the remedying of their fellow-colo­
ni8ts' supposed wrongs the one aim of their 
existence they are content to stand id Jy by and 
applaud the actions ef a tyrannical anarchy 
-an oligarchy which but for the considerate­
ness and sympathy and assibtance of the British 
Empire would have been wiped out by the Zulus, 
who would have wetted the1r spears with their 
blood. These men so far from reciprocating the 
kindly treatment which they have received in 
the rest of South Africa where they were under 
no disabilities whatever, have shown the stuff 
that is in them by depriving the Uitlanders of 
any say whatever in the government of the 
country ; ignonng the fact that their own inde­
pendence has been secured to them by the 
mother land of those over· whom they would 
tyrannise. These are the men w horn our frie!lCls 
opposite endeavour to applaud and excme, 
because they will not accord t•l our own people 
the same fa1r treatment which has been accorded 
by the British to the Dutch throughout the 
whole of South Africa. 'When the Orange l<'ree 
State and the Transvaal were given back to 
the Boers it was on the understanding that 
our people should be treated fairly and justly, 
and that they should have some rights. How 
are the Dutch people· treated at the Cape? 
They are in the majority, and they govern; 
2nd why should not they? But what happens 
in the Transvaal, where the Britishers are in 
the majority? Thfy not only do not govern, 
but they have not got a voice in the govern­
ment unless they have lived there for fourteen 
years-suffered fourteen years' tyranny. How 
is it po~sible, when we consider thEse facts, 
that we can look with absolute unconcern and 
indifference upon the treatment of our people 
in the Transvaal. The Afrikancler majority 
govern Cape Colony. The British majority 
in the Transvaal have not even a member 
in the controlling Chamber. True, they 
have a representation in Ollf' of the Chambers, 
but it is of no practical effect. Unlike this 
country, although they ·have two Chambers in 
the Transvaal, it is the upper Chamber that is 
absolutely dominant. Tho"e men for years ;tnd 
years have been grossly ill-treated and outraged 
in every w.ty. I might read you quotations in 
proof of this, Lut plenty of quotations have 
already been givm. I will refer hon. m em hers 
to something perhaps more convincing. Lately 
a great many thousnnd peoj.Jle have left J ohannes­
burg as fugitives and refugees. Some of those are 
men. What happens? And those 21,000 men 
who signed the petition, why do hon. members 
opposite speak of them as capitalists, a'l if b C"<Use 
a man happens to earn more than £3 a week he 
must be hounded down in some way ? Those 
21,000 men, I take it, were not capitalist·,, nor 
were the fugiti1·es. They know exactly what 
has happemd. Were ~hey saj;isfied with the sta~e 
of things in the Transva,tl? Did they hold pubhc 
meetings nnd condemn the British Government 
for its attempted interference in tbe Transvaal? 
No. 'l'hey came down to Durban, and 3,000 of 
them said, "Enrol us in the o,rmy; we will go back 
to J obannesburg; but we will not go back as 
slaves; we will go back as free men." That, I 
tP.ke it, is about the best evidence-I know of no 
better--that the men are so indignant with their 
wrong,;, that they •lesire to go back and do what 
they can to see that they get better treatment 
in the future. 

Mr. DAWSON: That is not the Queensland 
Government. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I have not the slightest idea what the hon. mem­
ber's interjection means. Let us now turn to 
the hon. member for Croydon, who cert.ainly is a 
man of standing and intelligence and ability. 
Jiow does be .regard this matter 1 Does he regard 
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it as a mtttterin which the Government have made 
a small mistake, or does he deal with it on i's 
own merits? He t:>lks about the jingoistic fever 
and so on. He says he objects to having a lot of 
our young men sent away to fight in a quarrel 
they know nothing about, and, I suppose, in a 
quarrel in which he would have people believe 
they have no interest. I have already pointed 
out that they have a direct interest in men of 
their race standing shoulder to shoulder and 
making common cause against oppressors and 
enemies. The hon. member refers to that as 
butchery. 

Mr. BROW~E : \Vhere do I refer to that as 
butchery. 

The SECRETARY:B'ORPUBLIO LANDS: 
He talks about their being trained np as butchers. 
The hon. member's ide"' of the volunteers 
resembles that sair! to have been expreS'<ed by a 
volunteer corps in the United Kingdom. Thev 
said theit· condition was that they were not to 
be sent out of the country. Bat that is not the 
sort of stuff our voluntB~rs are made of. 

Mr. BROWNE: I do not want to stop the hon. 
gentleman's argument, but I distincily deny 
that I URed the word he puts into my mouth. 

The SECRETARYJ<'ORPUBLlCLANDS: 
I will read the hon. member's exact words from 
Hansard. He srtid-

In a young country like this we should wait until we 
were asked for assistance, or until the old country 
needed that assistantv, or until we were attaeked, and 
then do our be:3t to show the old country that we do 
not want to drain every man and shilling we cnn get 
out of her, but are willing to defend onrselvel'i as our 
forefathers defendecl themselves; but to start unasked, 
uncalled f~Jr, and offer to send a lo~ of onr young men 
out to tra1n them up as butchers 1nto a quarrel they 
had no hnnd or pn,rt in, and which they know nothing 
about, is the thing that should be deprecated by every 
member of this House. 

IVIr. Br:ow~E: Hear, hear! But you infer that 
I called them butchers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The only possible inference I can gttt.her from 
that remark was that the moment a volunteer 
went aw11y to take part in "' wn,r outside the 
colony he was being traintJd up as a hutch er, and 
that that was why he objected to it. The hon. 
member, as " rule, speaks to the House in a way 
which is creditable to his intelligence, and the 
reasons he gave on this occasion for not sending 
our young men out of the country were 
very clettr. He first says there is no necessity. 
I say there is a necessitv, and it is a necessity 
that is felt bv 10,000,000 British subj•:cts outside 
the United Kingdom, if we wish to preserve our 
self-respect. 

Mr. STEWART: \Vhere are those 10,000,000? 
The SECRETARY :B'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 

In North America, Australia, New Zealand and 
South Africa. Then the hon. member says it is 
a dangerous precedent. Dangerous ! What is 
not dangerous~ Y rm might fall down "Oin" 
home, and there i•' no reason why you should not 
I say it is a very good precedent, a precedent 
which if CHried out in a clan makes that clan 
a strong clan. If the members of a clan will 
stand together shoulder to shoulder, making 
fwery clansman's quarrel their own, that clan 
lives ; while the clan which will not stand 
together loyally, which does not make each 
clansman's quarrel its own, dwindles away, 
disaprears, and there is no n:ore of it. By 
standmg shoulder to shoulder m this business 
we are setting a most admirable precedent, 
and one which, if followfd, will probably 
ensure the bett~r security of our race ; for we 
have not only to consider this matter-! do 
not consider it merely from the standpoint of 
the present. We have got about. 4,000,000 people 
here. We have gnt about 4,000,000 or 5,000,000 
in British North America. How many shall we 

have in thirty years? In thirty years we ought 
to have double-10,000,000 in each place, and so 
on. So, at the present day, we want to take 
steps to be secure. \V e want strength to be 
secure. We have Japan and the dusky 
myriads of the East. We have the stupendous 
empire of Russia. We have North America, 
from whom, I hope, we may expect nothing but 
friendship, with some 65,000,000 people. 'l'hcore 
i" an earth hunger throughout the world. \Ve 
see small nations being swallowed up, and 
we may look with some complacency about our 
future if we know we can depend on not only the 
sywpathy hut upon an alliance of the English­
speaking races. 

Mr. D .. , WSON : Do you think the Empire is in 
danger? 

TheSECRJ!JTARYFOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The country is in danger if we have men in the 
Empire who will never help one another. What 
kind of an Empire is that? 

MRMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hertr! 

TLe SECRETARY FOR PUBL10 LANDS: 
Is i: a tr~tdes union kind of Empire? I can say 
that if this precedent is followed it will probably 
be fraught with grand and profitable conse­
quences--

Mr. 1lcDONALD: If 70,000 can beat 40,000,000 
the sooner the Empire collapses the better. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Another im:tance of the narrow-minded manner 
in which the hon. gentleman and his associates 
look upon this que8tion. The 40,000,000 you 
talk about are separated from each other by a 
great many leagueR of so. There was a time 
when the Austrian Empire, and another time the 
Duke of Burgundy, with great armies could not 
prevail agoinst Switzerland. It was not because of 
numbers alone, but because of the mountains and 
other natural diflicultiee. And I say that in the 
Transvaal at the presrnt time the Boers have 
got many advantages. They are on a high 
tableland that is 7,000 miles away. They have 
got, as it were, the centre of the position with all 
its surrounding advantages. The hon. gentleman 
says, "Cannot our Empire fight them? Cannot 
the United Kingdom beat them?" Certainly she 
can. There is no doubt about that. It is merely 
a question of time and exJ>ense. 'l'hat is not the 
whole of the question. Does the hon. member 
imagine for one moment that the willingness of 
the mother country to accept our contingent on 
this occasion is caused by her own dire necessity. 
It is nothing of the s<>rt. 'rhe desire of the 
mother country is to welcome these men who 
come from here, and from Canada, and from 
N mth America, and from New Zealand as her own 
children, and fight side by side with them,'having 
their moml support. It is not a case that she 
cannot go and overrun the Transvaal. That is 
one thing, but the· other and the great thing­
whic:l the hon. gentleman would see if he would 
only use his intelligence; and the hon. gentleman 
has plenty of intelligence if he would only deign 
to use it-that the presence of our troops there, 
these 250--

Mr. DAWSON: \Vill make the Boers fly. 
The SECRETARY :B'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 

They represent Queensland any way. They 
repreRent not only what Queensland is, but what 
Que;msland may be. The day will come whed there 
will be 40,000,000 men in Qneensland-inagenera­
tion or two. Therefore, the men of Queensland 
going there represent a potential force the mag-"1' 
nitndeof which it is impossible to calculate. There 
will be a day when British North America will 
have 100,000,000. '!'hey may be small in them­
selves, ju"t as the British flag mtty be if you look 
,.tit as a bit of calico, as the hon. member for 
Clermont appears disposed to do. But whatever 
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it m~y be, you must look at whnt it symbolises, 
and 1f you look at what it symbolises it is one of 
the gran debt things on earth. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY J<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 

These contingents which are being sent by affec­
tionate colonies to help a sister colony in South 
Africa carry with them prodigious importance; 
and if -omeone said the Emperor of Germany­
althongh no one said so-might look upon the 
appearance of these men in the field of battle 
with a certain amount of concern, there would 
be nothing ridiculous about it. It is a matter of 
profound importance. It will affect the distribu· 
tion of the power of the world if it is well-known 
that, in all circumstances, where the battle is 
just and right, British people will be found 
acting as one. 

Mr. DAWSON: Ab! my opinion, as expressed, 
w:.ts that injustice should not be done. 

The.SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
Does the hon. gentleman challenge th><t? 

Mr. DAwSON, ond memh r•· of the Oppositi,,n: 
Yes, yes! 

The SECR:B;TARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I am glad of that. I have evu- regarded hon. 
members opvnsite as being inconsistent, and in 
this my judgment is again confirmed. ''Nhat 
does their action m this show? That they have 
no sympathy with their kind; that their sym­
pathies are with the capitalistic Boers. I may 
tell them that Oom Paul i' worth a great rle.'tl more 
than a million. The Beers are very rich men. 
They h:we no 'ympaLhy with the po,>r. \Vhat 
are hon. members opposite sympathioing with at 
present ? \Vith a rich, tyrannous oligarchy. 
Now, I will take the hon. member for Enoggera. 
He, toJ, although he was very mild in his 
expression,, b und'T the impre,sion th t if a 
volunteer bccumes a soldier he sinks into a lower 
LC ,Je. 

An HoNOl:RABLE MEMBER : He is a soldier 
himself. 

The SECRETARY FOlt l'UBLIC LANDS: 
That is, that if any volunteer, at any period of 
his life, jnsti5es his own existence by fighting, 
he sinks into the lower ocule. 

:J\Ir. DAWSON: No. It b a different matter. 
Mr. RYLAND: A professionel Holdier. 
'l'he SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC IJANDS: 

He is no more a professional soldier or a 
mercenary soldier if he goes across to South 
Africa--

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: He is. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Not a bit. The hon. member for Brisbane South 
could see nothing in this except the jinl'o spirit. 
Then we come to the hon. member fur Clermont. 
He has no re~pect for the British flag. I did 
not suppose he would have; I ehould not expect 
him to. Then he talks abont the Defence Force 
-about narrow-chested drapers' and grocers' 
clerks. I have already said, and I think it mety 
be repeated, that it is not quite a democratic 
thing to sneer at a man on account of his occupa­
tion. It does not become a man, even if he has 
bePn elected to the dizzy eminence of being a 
member of this House, to stand on his dignity 
and sneer at people outside. After all, wh~ther 
they are grocers' clerks, or any other clerks, I 
suppose they are honestly doing their duty. 

Mr. LE,; INA: Or even a retired chemist. 
'rhe SECRE'l'ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

I will deal with this matter, which I per~· ive 
has sympathy amongst that row of democrats 

<iklpposite, even the leader of the Oppo ition. 
That is to eay, making little of a man becau"e of 
the particula,r occupation in which he is engaged. 

I will w;y this-whatever the hon. 
[10 p.m.] member may say with regard to 

grocers' clerks and drapers' clerks, 
and whatever he may "ay with regard to per"'11S 

engaged in commerce and trade-above which 
the hon. member may think he is at present­
he may say of the hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley that he was a draper's assistant; he may 
say of me that I Y',"' a druggist's assistant-I 
am not aware that I am any less worthy member 
of society on that account-no matter whether I 
was or was not, I will say that at no time of my 
life did I depend upon r,n ancestral barrel-organ, 
and at no time of my life was I ever warned off a 
racecourBe. 

ME:MBEI\S on the Government side: Hear, 
hrar! 

l\Ir. LESINA : I may have an ancestml barrel­
orc;an, and I will take you on as a monkey if you 
offer. I'll play "God Save the Queen" to 
please your jingo followers. 

The SPJ~AKER: Order! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

So far as I am a ware, whether you take the 
question from a constitutional point of view, or 
from the point of view as to whether on the 
whole it was a right thing or a wrong thing to 
do, I am perfectly easy in my mind. If the 
Government are to he defectted, let them be 
defeated ; but it would be a misfortune- it would 
be a disgrace-to Queensland, if in a nntter of 
this sort, where we are taking exactly the same 
part as that which has been taken by the other 
colonies--

iYIEMBERS of the Opp0sition : No. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L.ANDS : 

If the Government were to suffer defeat, beco,use 
everybody ou'"ide would never suppose such '" 
remit could occur unless hon. members in the 
Hou:.;e had objtcted to the substance of the 
motion themselves, and were, whether they liked 
to confess it or not, opposed to the people of 
Qneenshmd in this particular· matter of fa!ling 
into ·federal union. This is the only time in 
which the colonies have had an opportunity of 
really and practic.1lly acting as one. \V e know 
that net only in this country but outside the 
colony, I am sure, it'" ould have a very great effect 
in bringing the col"nies themselves together, and 
it will have a great eff. et also in bringing the 
federa'ion of the Empire about, and it may have 
some effect ultimately in bringing abont that 
greater fedemtinn which we call the federation of 
the world. I sc>y this action on the part of the 
Government is in defe:JCe of Queensland, and is 
the be8t thing that could be done to strengthen 
Queensland, and I believe it is not only the best 
method of strengthening Queensland, but it is the 
best method to give practical evidence of our 
desire to live in union with our fellows in the 
rest of A ustr:1lia. It is distinctly a federal senti­
ment. Constitutionally it is right, and I firmly 
believe that in getting the approval of Parliament 
to the debpatch of this expedition we are doing 
what 90 per cent. of the people of this colony 
would ratify to-morrow, and they wonld feel thttt 
they were not being done any injustice to. 

Mr. LESINA: How do you know that? 
The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

If we take the opinions we see expres,ed in the 
Press, if we take the opinion of the man in the 
'bus and of the man you meet, they are nearly 
all desirous that in this husinu;s we at any rate, 
having been perhaps the first in the field, shall 
not be the I est to come forward, and above all 
things, that we shall be readv to take the hand 
of our fellows in the other colonies. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. GIVJ~NS (Cai1·ns): When the hon. mem­
ber got up to address himself to the question 
before the House I thonght from his reputation 
that he would have ap]Jr 'ached it in a broad, 
statesmanlike spirit, and made a speech which 
would have helt ed to solve the difficulty we are 
in-I thought he would have approached the 
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subject from a higher standpoint than that of 
flinging persnnaliti•>s across the Chamber. But 
instead of ), broad st: tesmanlike treatment of the 
subject, what did ''· e find? All the time he was 
sp;•·aking he treated the H<mse to n~thing more 
than the empirical observations of a politic 'J 
quack, and I say s • fearlessly. Probably h>tving 
spent one-half of his life comp•mnding quack 
medicines for suffering humanity he ie going to 
spend the <,ther loalf in compoun<1ing pnlitical 
nostrums for a suffering colony. (L.,nghter.) 

The SECRETARY FOU PUBLIC LA:"!D:;: Very 
efficient in both c>tses. 

Mr. GIVENS : I have not the slightest 
doubt-- · 

l'viE:<tBERS of the Opposition: Don't go away. 
Take your gruel. (Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER: Order. 
Mr. GIVENS: I have not the slight£ot doubt 

that many individuals in this colony are able to 
speak fef1lingly about the quack medicines sup­
plied by the hm1. gentleman; and if he occupies 
his preeent po,ition much longer the people of 
the colony in fu~ure will be able tu speo,k fEd­
ingly of his political nostrums. 

;\lr. Dc:"!SE'ORD : He does not even sugar-coat 
them. 

Mr. GIVENS: I do not intend fur a moment 
to be dragged off the questi.m at i"ue in this 
discussion. The qu· stion to be delnted is the 
amendment moved by the leader of the Opposi­
tion, and that amendment does n •t say we 
shall not s• nd a contingent to South Afric t; it 
has nothing to say as to the justice of seHding a 
contingent or as to the merits of the South 
African question ; all it asks the House to 
consider is whether the pooition taken up by the 
Governm~~nt in off('rin~ this contingent without 
the sanction of Parli:unent is legal, constitu­
tional, and justifiable. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, he.ar ! 
Mr. GIVE="S: Tnat is the question, and I 

notice that the Government, the Premier included, 
and several hon. members on that side have 
carefully refrained from discussing that 'aspeo~ 
of the question. The hcJ!l. gentleman who just 
sat down told us at first that he was not aware 
thnt the position of the GovHnment required 
justification. It d;1es not matter a straw whether 
it reqnires justification or not, it is v,ory evident 
thc>t they have cccrefully refrained from appro ch­
ing that aspect of the question. Again, he tolrl 
u, that if the ae\ion of the Government and 
of the Premier ff"quires justific.'1tion, then the 
action of every one of the Australian colonies 
requirn justification also, becau.,e they have 
all tahn similar action. That j, an entire 
mis.;tatement of the ,. tse, and I challenge 
any hLm. member on the other side to show 
where there is ,•ny rnrity between the 
action of this Governrnent and onr Pr,·rnier 
11nd the action t,tken by the other colonies. 
All the other colonie; have dealt with the matter 
in a constitutional way, in that they have got 
the Sltnction of Parliament. Before committing 
their colonies to any ex• Jense, and before enroli­
ing any men, they approPoched their s,·veral 
Parliaments and got the necessary authority 
for their actions. Our position is this, apart 
altogether from the question of "hether a 
contingent should or should not be sent 
from this colony: whethPr the Premier or the 
members of the Government should not ha\ e 
approached Parliament and got thA nece .. s.>ry 
sanction or authority before making this offer of 
trooDs. 'vV e have heard a great deal about 
loyalty-that the fact of sending troops is an 
evidence of loyalty, but many and many a time 
in t~e history of England men who were stig­
matised as rebels, proved the most loyal subjectB 
and heroes Bngland ever had. 

Mr. BELL : Give us one instance. 
Mr. GIVENS: I can quote a whole volume 

of them. 
Mr. BELL: vVell, let us have one instance. 
Mr. GIVEN'S: Not only did the Home of 

Commons-the repre.sentatives of the people­
repudiate the :wtion of ito Premier, but they also 
repudiated the action of the Government on 
·_·,weral occas:ions:, and even when war was going 
on they refused to grant the nece·;sary supplies 
to the 'King, and if the hon. member for Dalby 
is not acquainterl with thcce historical insta.nces, 
his university ednc11tion must have been very 
me:tgre. The man who is loyal to his country is 
the n, .•. n who will come forward in rlefence of 
what he hdieves to be right in the interests of the 
people. No matter what the com;equences may 
be. The Secretary for Lands •said the amendment 
was contradictory and inappropriate, but that 
has nothing to do with the merits or demerits of 
the ques',ion ihelf, heu,me if this amendment is 
carried. there is not.hing to prevent the House 
from making further amendments to bring the 
amendment in conformity with the original 
motion. At present we have nothing to do with 
the sending of troops to the Transvaal, or the 
justice or injustice of the war. It is n'erely a 
question whether the Premier or the Govern­
ment has a right to commit this colony to an 
indefinite expenditure, ,because I take it that if 
this contingent is s~nt the £30,000 or £32,000 
will be a mere flea-bite, and I have a right to 
ask the Premier and the Government what right 
have they to incur this expense without the 
sanction of Parliament. The Premier has taken 
"P the position of dictator, and he says the 
honour of the colony is at stake, and if the 
C".1ntingent is not sent that honour will be 
forfeited. The honour of the colony is not 
at etake, becaue,c· Parliament has never been 
c•msultecl. But the honour of the Premier is 
at "take, and alw the honour of the Govern­
ment; anJ not for a single moment would I sac­
rifice the interests of the people to preserve tbe 
honour of the Government, especielly when I 
believe they have nothing tn preserve. That is 
the position. The honour of this House is not 
at stake. The offer, I s>ty, was made without 
the consent of Parliament, and Parliament should 
have the right to say whether that offer should 
hp ratified-to s:>y whether they should refuse or 
consent to the expenditure of such a large sum 
of money, not having been consulted. The 
Attorney-General pointed out that Mr. Cham­
berlain mnst have known that the offer from 
Queensland was made subject to the sanction of 
Parliament. Now, if Mr. Chamberlain knew 
that, he could not feel offended if we refused 
to end or de the action of the Premier. The Sec­
retary for Lands said w~ on this side seerr;ed 
to be opposed to federatiOn and to the umon 
nf the Empire, and laid stre8s on the fact 
that hon. n.embers had gone into the matter 
of federation with enthusiasm a short time 
ago. But if I remember rightly, the hon. 
merPber, the· Secretary for Lands, was very 
cool on that question ; in fact, I heard he 
was strongly opposed to federation, and yet he 
comes down here and accuses hon. members 
on this side of being in fear of union. The 
ablest advocates of federation-that is, tho"e in 
our own colony-were many hon. members sit­
ting on this side of the House. They were the 
most earnest and hard working in thio work. 
He also alleged that hon. members on this side 
of the House, in moving this amendment, onl_Y 
desirerl to knoc~., out the Government. That 1s 
quite right; I have got thot desire v~ry strongly, 
and I think it is a very laudableambitron. At any 
rate it is an ambition of which I have no cause 
to be ashamed, or that I am going to make an 
apology to the House or to the Secretary for 
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Lands for entertaining. I consider that a Go­
vernment which trieg to make this Parliament 
surrender the liberties of the people and hand 
over the government of a country to such an 
extent as this Government wished to be done into 
the hands of a few men who have portfolios, 
that Government deserves to be fired out, and 
the sooner it is fired out the better for this Parlia­
ment and for the people of the colony generally. 
A Government which desires to take authority 
out of the hands of Parliam' nt, which presumes 
to arrogate to itself the right to incur such a 
vague expenditure, and the right to decide 
upon such a matter as the sending of troops 
to South Africa without cnmulting Parliament, 
the sooner it is fired out the better. Of 
course we are told that all the other colomes 
are going to send troops, and that we should not 
refrain from joining in with them. I have 
pointed out before, and I will pLint out again, 
that that is not the question which we are now 
considering. After tbis amendment is ilisposed 
of, we can then approach that main question if 
we so desire ; but I intend now to confine 
myRelf strictly to the amendment, and I do not 
intend to be dmgged into a discussion of the 
main question. Hon. members opposite wish to 
cloud the.issue, and throw dust in the eyes of the 
commtmity generally, by bringing in the ques­
tion as to whether it h desirable to send a con­
tingent to South Africa, 'or whether the war in 
South Africa is a just war or not, whereas that 
has nothing to do with the question before the 
House. l reserve my right to speak on that 
question when the present question is disposed 
of, which is whether the act.ion of the Govern­
ment is constitutional and justifiable. There are 
very few troops, I notice, offering in 1nany of the 
c'Jlonies. South Australia has only got a few-­
so I learn by late telegrams. But no matter 
what the other colonies are doing, they have 
approached the subject in a con8titutional way, 
and they are nnt dec;erving of condemnation for 
having done so. It· is a 1uestion for the Parlia­
ment t<> decide, and Parliament ha vine; decided 
in a proper way no one can throw a ~lur upon 
the Governments of those several colonies. But 
I wish the House to pay particular attention to 
one point the Secretary for Lands made use of. 
He said th· t the other colonies were doing pre­
cisely the same as Queensland, and had made 
precisely the same offer as Queensland has made 
-that is, that they have offered troops for service 
in the TranwaaL Now, when the Premier was 
introducing the original motion, he said that the 
Government had not offered" troops"-that they 
had offered "volunteers." There seems to be a 
great difference of opinion in the Cabinet. The 
Premier says one thing, and the Secretary for 
Lands says another. Which are we to believe? 

Mr. ANNEAR: The men were volunteers. 
Mr. GIVENS: I deny that the Premier had 

a single volunteer at the date that he made the 
offer, and I challenge him, or any Minister, or 
any mEmher on the other side of the House, 
to adduce one tittle of proof to show that they 
had a single volunteer on the lOth of July, when 
the Premier made his offer. Not only did they 
not use the word "volunteer," but they never 
made use of the word " volunteer" in the corres­
pondence at that time. I will read to the House 
a little of the correspondence, so that the House 
and the country may understand whether this 
questkn of "volunteers" or "troops" cropped up 
at that time. The first correspondence we have 
on the subject is a letter from the Commandant, 
l'vJajor-General Gnnter, to the Chief Secretary, 
dated 6th July:-

SIR,-I have the honour to submit for approval a, 
recommendation that the services of a contingent of 
Queensland troops, consisting of 250 officers, non~ 
commissioned officers, and men of the Queensland 

Mounted Infantry, with a machine gun section, be 
offered for duty with the Imperial troops in the event 
of hostilities breaking out between Great Britain and 
the 'rransvaal. 

If this recommendation is approved, I suggest that 
the communication be made to the Impe1·ial authorities 
b~· cablegram. 
Not a solitary word about volunteers in that! 
But even if there was, are we to suppose that the 
machine gun has volunteered too? Yet it is 
part of the Defence :B'orce. It has been bought 
with money voted for Defence Force purposes. 
The very word "defence" itself precludes the 
possibility of either the Defence Force or any of 
its gear or armament being employed in a war of 
aggression, such as it is proposed to employ this 
contingent in. There was not a single word 
about "volunteers" in the suggestion of the 
Commandtmt. Neither was there in the com­
munication made by the Chief Secretary to His 
Excellency the Governor, and dated lOth July, 
which I shall read-

3IY LoRn.~I have the honour to inform Your 
Excellency ihat, in the event of hostilites breaking out 
between Great Britain and the Tr<.tnsvaal. the Govern­
ment of this colony are prepared to offer the services of 
a contingent of troops, consisting of 250 officers, non­
commissioned officers, and men of the Queensland 
Mounted Infantry, with a machine gnu section, for field 
duty with the Imperial troops employed in South 
Africa, and I have to request that Your Excellency will 
be good en,,,ugh to oommunicate this offer to the 
Imperial Government by telegraph. 
I sho11ld like to ask where is the reference to volun­
teers in that? He offers a contingent of "troops," 
250 in number, and the word " volunteer" is 
nr·ver mentioned, so that the evident intention 
at the time was that those troops should be sent 
irrespective of whether they were willing to vol­
unteer or not. 

The SECRE1'ARY ~'OR PUBLIC LANDS : \Vhat 
nonsense! 

Mr. J. I:LunLTON: \Ve cannot send a man 
without his consent. 

Mr. GIVENS: \Ve never heard a word about 
volunteers in the correspondence until 27th 
September-that is, fifteen days after Parliament 
met. This is in a letter addressed by Lieut.­
Colonel Percy Ricardo to Lhe Commandant :-

Sir,-I have the honour to ~.tate that I have now 
sufilment volunteers to complete the :.\Iounted Infantry 
and machine gun sections, as laid down in the Field 
Service :Manual-namE>ly, 271 officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and men. 
That is over two months after the offer is made 
before the word " volunteer " is used. N otwith­
standing that Lieutenant-Colonel Ricardo says 
they have sufficient volunteers here, I am not 
di,posed to give too much credence to the state­
ment, beca,Jse I notice in to-day's papers that we 
have telegraphic news informing us that last 
Friday and Saturday officers of the Defence 
Force were cadging round \V arwick to get more 
volunteers. Now, if they have got sufficient 
men, why are they going cadging round the 
country to get more? 

Mr. ·FoRSYTH: Because they want the pick. 
Mr. GIVEKS: Considering that they have 

200 or 300 already, and that all the volunteers 
are supposed to be infallible heroes-very brave 
men, and everything else-it seems to me that 
we have a very poor assortment of men in the 
Defence Force if we want an extraordinary 
number to pick from. 

Mr. ANNEAR : They must be sound. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : \Ve want 

single men. 
Mr. GIVENS: I would like to point out be­

fore I go any further that the Premier, and all the 
other Ministers who have spoken on.the subje-ct, 
have told us that the question of the advisable­
ness of sending a contingent wa,; brought before 
Parliament at the earliest possible moment. That 
I absolutely deny. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It does 
not matter-the fact is there. 

Mr. GIVENS: I hope hon. members will bear 
with me a little while I prove my contention to 
the hilt. I admit th"'''t it was mentioned in the 
Governor's Speech. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : And 
referred to. 

Mr. GIVENS: The Secretary for Lands, and 
the Premier also, said that the House approved 
of it. The House did not approve of the 
Governor's Speech at all. All that it did by 
paFSing the Address in Reply was to assure 
His Excellency that they would take the 
matters contained in the Speech from the Throne 
into their serious and e<~rnest consirleration. 
And we are proceeding now to take that portion 

of the Speech into consideration. 
[10·30 p.m.] If, by merely putting words into the 

Governor's l:::ipeech to the effect that 
the Government intended to bring in legislation 
on certain subjects, that is sufficient to have that 
legislation accomplished, why should we have 
Bills brought in and read a fir,t, second, and 
third time, and considered at length in com­
mittee? \V e know that it was merely mentioned 
in the Address in Reply and that the House 
promised to take into their earnest and serion-. 
consideration the various matters referred to in 
the Opening Speech; but the attitude taken up 
by the Secretary for Lands is that when we adopt 
the Address in Reply we approve of the prop used 
legislation in the Governor's Speech. Prctctically, 
he says that when we promised to considur the 
matter, we adoptPd that portion of the Speech 
referring to the offer of troops for service in tl:e 
Transvaal. \V e did nothing of the kind. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: Y on 
never lodged a protest against it. 

Mr. G 1 VENS: I say emphatically that the 
leader nf the Opposition got up and di"tinctly 
informed the Government that if it w'"' intended 
that any money should be expended on this 
matter it should have his most strenuous opposi­
tion, and the strenuous opposition of this side of 
the House. If hon. members opposite, who are 
so very ingenuous, say that they brought this 
matter before the House at the earliest possible 
moment, how can they explain that they did not 
come forward with a motion like this asking the 
sanction of the House to the proposed expendi­
ture immediately after Parliament met on the 
12th of September? If they were so sure that it 
was a non-contentions matter, and that they had 
a majiJrity in Parliament, and in the country at 
their back, why did they delay an hour in 
asking parliamentary so,nction for this expendi­
ture? Although, as pointed out by the 
hon. member for Rockhampton, 11r. Kidston, 
it has been found necessary in extreme cases to 
give large powers to the Executive for the time 
being, yet, I wonld remind hon. members, it has 
always been the practice when extraordinary 
action like that has been taken for the Executive 
to c11ll Parliament together as soon as po"sible, 
and the very first thing they do is to ask Parlia­
ment to sanction their con:luctofbnsiness during 
the recess. That is the constitutional practice, 
as, I think, will be admitted by everY hon. 
member in this House. Therefore; I take it that 
Parliament having been called together on the 
12th of September, and the Government having 
acted in that unconstitutional manner during the 
recess, it was their bounden duty to ask the 
approval and sanction of Parliament to that 
action before they proceeded with any other 
business. Tbe action of the Premier is uncon­
stitutional in two respects. As a ma,tter of fact it 
was illegal, because he offered the service of 
troops which he bad no right to offer, inasmuch 
as the Defence Act distinctly states that the 
:J;lefence Force shall not be employed outside the 

Australian continent, and that it shall be em­
ployed only for defence JJUrposes. Further, he 
had absolutely no right to offer the use of arma­
ment which has been purchased by this colony 
for defence purposes. That is a distinct breach of 
the Defence Act, inasmuch as it is a diversion of 
money which has been devoted for one purpose 
to another pnrpo,,e-a sending away of armament 
which has been purchased for the defence of the 
colony to be used in a war of aggression-and if 
the hon. gentleman wishes to get parliamentary 
authorityforsendingawaya portion of our defence 
force and" portion of our armament, I contend 
that it is necessary to bring in a Bill for that 
purpose. I am honestly convinced that if the 
Premier's action were testec1 before the Supreme 
Court it would be fonnd that even if this House 
gavP the necessary authority by passing this 
motion for the required expenditure, his 
action is uncomtitntional and illeg:tl. And 
I nm very mnch inclined to think that 
before the hon. gentleman is very much older he 
will have very good reason to regret that illegal 
action. The other unconstitutional aspect of the 
question is that before there was any necessity 
for rushing into this thing, before Great Britain 
was threatened in any way, so long ago as the 
lOth of July, the Prem;er made this offer. It 
is within the knowledge of everybody that there 
was no emergency at that time, and that the offer 
was not a necessity to the Empire or to ~neens­
land; and the Premier, as bead of the Executive 
of the colony, 'hould not have used his position 
to do any action w hicb he could not justify up to 
the hilt as an absolute necessity. We have been 
told a great deal about the federal spirit, and about 
the union which exists between this colony and 
the other colonies, and how we should join with 
the other colonies in sending a contingent to the 
Transvaal. But as a matter of fact the Premier 
himself stated here that he rushed this offer in order 
that Queensland might occupy the proud and 
noble po,sition of being the first to offer troops; 
he wished to forestall the other colonies, and 
make a great fellow of himself at the expense of 
the colony. But whenever there is a measure 
of reform brought into this House, whether it 
is a proposal to €''tablish an old·age pension 
system, or to enact a factory law for the well­
being of our factory hands, or to enact an early 
closing law so that the people who occupy pnsi­
tions in shops may have a little leisure, we are 
met with the objection by hon. members opposite, 
e,,p~cially by members of the Ministry, that none 
of the other colonies have adopted such legisla­
tion. That is a fact which there is no gain· 
saYing. Head Hansard, and you will find it on 
almost every page ; you will see how the 
Government have resisted every reform because 
it has not been adopted by the other colonies. 
Why then in this matter should the Govern­
ment try to steal a march on the other colo­
nies? If in matters of reform it is desir­
able that we should wait for the lead of the 
other colonies, it is equally desirable that in 
the matter of sending a contingent to South 
Africa we should wait for their lead ; if tbe 
principle is good in the one case, it is equally 
good in ihe other. But it is not the desire to 
occupy the grand, lofty, and noble position of 
being the first to rush into the breach and assist 
the :Empire that was the motive in making this 
offer. vVhat the motive of the Premier was in 
making this offer I leave the colony to judge; I 
should be ashamed to say it myself. 'rhe Secre­
tary for Lands said it would be ridiculous not to 
give the Premier of a self.governing colony very 
large powers ; in fact, he practically said we 
should not tie his hands, but allow him to do as 
he liked, and not repudiate his action. I would 
point out that if we are going to have a self­
governing colony the sooner we tie the hands of 
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the Premier the better, if he is to take notions of 
this kind, and we are not to repudiate his action, or 
w~ shall soon cease to be a self-gov~rning colony. 
Padiament had been prorogued but a very few 
days when he made this offer. He knew as a. 
matter of fact that Parliament would be meeting 
again in a very short time, and yet during that 
short recess between the fed er .J ses,ion and the 
present session, he practically commits this 
colony to an expenditnre of £30,000 or £40,000, 
he says, but my opinion is that the amnnnt will 
probably not stop short of £~50,000. My opinion 
on the point is just as good as the hon. gentle­
man's, because though he may be a better 
financier than I am, he is imerestd at pre9ent in 
making his case look as good as he possibly can 
from his point of viev., while I am interested 
only in saving the colony from needless expen· 
diture. 

:Mr. DAWSON: Unwarranted expen<liture. 
Mr. GIVENS: Whether the expenditure is 

warranted or utnvarranted i$ ,-t matter of 01Jinion; 
and if the Premier thinks it is w,•n.1ntei I do 
not grudge him his <~pinion, but it is not Inine. 
The Secretary for Lands also srrid, " Of course 
the offer was made subject to the approval of 
Parliament." If it was, where is the honour of 
Parliament involved in this amendment? 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear. 
Mr. GIVENS: There is no pledg' given thnt 

Parliament will approve of it ; and I take it 
th:lt this House has a rerfcct right to refme to 
endorse the proposal, or to v1te one single 
farthing to carry out that proposal. 

The 1::\ECRETAlW FOR RAILWAlS: Do so. 
Mr. GIVJ<~NS: The 1::\ecretary for Railweys 

does not concern me a litt'e bit. He is generally 
re cognised as a funny man in this Hou ,e. The 
hon. gentleman never take,, things seriously, and 
if a man is drawn off his remarks by a thread of 
that description, the so,mer he leaw3 thh< Honse 
the better. I for one do not intend to be drawn 
off my remarks by the genial gentleman who 
occupies the position of Secretary for Rail ways 
in this House. Supposing Parli:mwnt do.es 
refuse to endorse this propo,al, or tr, vote the 
money, what po,ition will the Government 
be in then ? Can we get the~ aesurance 
of the Premier that there is no money 
being spent on the proposal now? He L.s 
given no such assurance yet, and I want to 
know what authoriloy he bad for spending a 
single farthing upon this proposal without the 
consent of thi; Hou3, ? It is not a matter of 
domestic politics, of usual, ev•, ryday concern. 
It is a distinct dep:1rture from anything hitherto 
done by this colony, and as such it should have 
been suhjecte l to the closest scrutiny i\nd disrJs­
sion in this House before it was given effect to, 
and the Premier should most decidedly have 
obtain"d the consent of this House before 'be took 
any such action. The Secretary for Lands also 
stated thet when the Address in He]ly was 
before tbe House we knew just as much about 
this matter as we do now. \Vith all respect to 
the hon. gentleman, I hke the liberty of di.'" 
puting that ahsolut· ly, because the House kn w 
nothing at all about it. \Ve had not the corres­
pondence before m, or any estimate of wh 1t it 
would cost. vVe had nothing to go up<n, and 
the leader of the Opposition fPllowed the right 
course when he waited for nll the neces,arv 
information before taking action. It is ridiculous 
to ask an hon. member to t:>ke action upon a 
matter he knows nothing- about; and we were 
perfectly right to wait action until we knew 
something about the proposal, what it really 
meant, and how it originated. But, becc~use we 
waited for the neces,ary knowledge, we are 
twitted for not taking action before. That is 
the ridiculous position assumed hv hon. gentle­
men on the other side. we were not in a 

position to take action before ; and in any case, 
we are not here to be dictated to by the other 
side, who, if I judge the situation rightly, have 
quite enough to do now to look after their own 
affairs 'hithnut starting to teach us how to conduct 
ours. The Secretary for Putlic Lands also stated 
that the House has se ill as much c,mtrol over the 
expenditure as if no offer had hPen made. Of 
cour"e we h•we, and yet we are told that we dare 
not retu'e to vote it; for the honour of the coun­
try and the honour of Parliament is at stake. 

Mr. DAWSON: That is it-repudiation. 
Mr. GIYENS: The honour of the Premier 

and the continuity of his Government may be 
at stakn, but it is no reason why the f:OOd govern­
m,ont of the colonyshonld be sacrificed to maintain 
the honour of tbe Premier, .,nil the continuity of 
his Governrnent is not a sufficient reaf.ion for 
u.ur:ving out this proposal, anrl the House has a 
perfect right wi!J10ut incurring any dishonour, 
'md without having any slur cast upon it, and it 
can repudiate the action nf the Prerr.ier in erery 
respt et without incurring the di' approbation of 
any honourable man. The Secretary for L~tnds 
al>o said that if the Premier had broken aw?y 
from the federal action his conduct would have 
been '' m·thy of the sev,;,·est condemnation. As 
a matter o{ fn.ct. vve know-because the Prmnier 
himself ha' told us-thal he made a great .~plash in 
order to get away from federal action to get in first, 
and l'e before the other colonies. That is a fact 
the Premi·r will nnt deny. vVe are told now hy 
the hnn. gentleman's own lieutenant-the Secre~ 
tary for Lands-that the hon. gentleman should 
have taken federal action, and if that is so we 
c· m reasonahly claim the vote of the Secretary 
for Lands for the amendment, hccanse the 
Pmn,icr admits that he did not take federal 
action, and the Sec_e',l,ry for Lands ho.s said he 
is dl'·:Prving of the severet:it condetnnt.l..ion if he 
did not. 'l'he Premier has h;:id that he rushed 
in in order get ahead of the other colonies, 
that he might occnpv the grand and glorious 
po"ition of b,ing the first to step in and save 
the dear old mother countl'\·. There is one 
seri,,us &9Jlt>ct of this qn<estion which I think 
shonld not be overlooked, and it was approached 
and mentioned by the Secretary for L .nds. He 
sai.-1 that it isnotprudrntto be too c:indid in giving 
ltn expre 3ion of opinion about the Defence J<'orcf>. 
·while members on this side were speaking, the 
Premier and other Ministers interjected that 
the words uttered by hon. members on this side 
would be treaBured up and rememb•Ted against 
them. l a,k, Is it a de·ira ble thing to threaten 
this side of the House with a military dominance 
and with military displea·ure because we openly 
and fearlessly express u_n opinion upon a military 
quHtion? It is said that when we g•t outJide 
we will lose our Fe:.,ts, or s me other terrible 
cal.cmity w111 overtake us if we do not truckle to 
this military de5potism that threatens us. Are 
we to be told t':!at? That is the position taken 
np by h, n. members opposite wbo tell us that 
our words will be trusured up against ns. If I 
were to go outside this House and le se forty s< ats 
in Parliament became of my opinions, I say I 
will be a free man while I li,·e, 8.nd while I 
occupv" seat in Parliament I will freely, openly, 
and fully express my opinions about the mili­
tary, or about any other people if I think they 
are deservin,, of criticism, and I will not be 
frivhtened off doing my duty by any threats 
hurled across this Chamber by members on the 
other side. 

Mr. LESINA: What of the French military 
despotism? 

Mr. GIVENS: I would like to point out that 
in the countries of Europe where they have mili­
tary despotism, the greatest evil that could be·fal! 
any people, civil liberty is almost entirely sub­
verted, and the people are at the beck and call 
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of their military masters. Is that a desirable 
state of affairs to bring about in Queensland, an<! 
yet that is what is threatened. If this wave of 
jingoistic feeling is allowed to overrun the 
country, if we are to be threatened with such 
and such penalties at the hands of the Defence 
:b'orce when we are performing our duties in 
Parliament then I think the sooner we take "' 
les,on from the state of affairR in Europe the 
better it will be for us. Every time we notice 
anything in the shape of military domina­
tion we should nip it in the bud and prevent 
it from going any further. Of course any­
thing that may be said from this side of the 
House is a!-.vays treated as "' matter of no im­
portance by hon. membercl opposite, and we are 
supposed to look upon JYiinieters as a superior 
order of beingR. 'l'he Secretary for Lands 
addressed himself to the question in his high­
flown superior style, and said it was no use 
attempting to reply h what hon. members had 
advanced from this side. It is very possible 
that, although he affected to disdain our argu­
ment•, he refrained from dealing with them 
bee• use he was unable to do so with any effect. 
Again, I would point out that instead of throw­
mg sneers like that across the Chamber he 
should endeavour to treat the arguments on their 
merits. If I was the vilest scoundrel living, 
if I was a murd<•rer, or the greatest scoundrel 
that Australia had ever seen, the fact would not 
derogate one iota from any arr,nrnent which I 
might enunciate. 'fhe argume;';t is either good 
or bad, and however vile I mav be the argument 
I make use of is as good as that of the man who 
is held in the very hhchest respect. I think that 
is a very lugical po<ition to take up, anrl I think 
all arguments should be treated on their merits, 
if the hon. gentleman has the intellecim>l 
cn.p.,city to do so. Now, several hJn. members 
on the other side who have addressed themselve< 
to the question have lnd a great de .•. l to say about 
an alleged statement made by the l01der of the 
Opposition in moving hi" amendment, it being 
said that he c<tiled the Defence :Force curs and 
li 'l'S. 

Mr. DAWSON: I never mentioned the Defence 
F.,rce. 

Mr. GIVE::\'S: I would point out tho.t he did 
not do anything of the kin:L All he did at the 
tin1e was to make use of a very forcible illus­
tration. He pointed out that if two dOR'S were 
fighting--one a big dog and the other a little one 
--and the l'ig dog got the little one down, all the 
mongrels in the neighbourhood thought it their 
bounden duty to worry the under dog. That 
was used only as an illustration, an<! it wa,: a 
very forcible and very true illuotration. Bt<t 
let me use another illustration, which I think hon. 
members opposite will not object to. If a six­
teen-stone man, well trained in the g,rt of fighting, 
was to tackle a little eight-Rtone man not trained 
to the art, what would bo thought of another little 
eight-st•me man who rushed up to the assist­
ance of the sixteen-stone man. Would you think 
that the second little man who rushed up Lo help 
the bu; man was a very estimable character? 
Yet that is the position d Queensland. Here 
we have England again,t the Transv:::tl; Eng­
lan<l-a great big powerful nation, well trained in 
the scicn~e of. fightin§, and perfectly armed, 
and she IS gomg to tackle a little handful of 
people. numbering 60,000, when Queensland 
rushes m and offers to help her. I cannot but 
think that a man who would help a big man 
thrash a l_ittle ma.n is guilty of a cowardly and 
reprehensible act,, and that being so in the case 
of individuals I ilo not see that there is any 
difference when the combatants are an aggre­
gation of individuals. A gr ·at elect! of capital 
was attempted to be made ont of the alleged fact 
that members on this side were attacking members 

of the Defence Force who had no opportunity of 
defending themselves. :b'or my part I never 
heard any attack made npon them at all. I have 
a good many friends in the Defence Force, and 
I am not going to attack them or say a wnrd 
againslY them. I say in this matter the members 
of the Defence Fore,.: are not to blame. It is the 
officers who are bringing the preosurE' to bear, 
and the head of the Government is forcing them 
into this position. But if for :.: single moment 
our action was reprehensible in sayinf( anything 
against any member of the Defence Force, what 
can be thought of hon. members opposite who 
made a most [-:;se and cowardly attack upon ::t 
reporter who is occuph:i in the gallery simply 
becauscJ he, in the faithful discharge of his duty, 
would not act as a special plead er for them. 

Mr. STORY: \Vhat are you talking about? 
Mr. G IVENS : If the hon. member for Bonna 

Vonna--
'l'he SPEAKER: The hon. member is not in 

order in ailuding to the hon. member for Balonne 
as the hon. member for Bonna Y .mna. I trust 
the hon. meml>er will not pursue that comse. 
He must address any hon. member by the name 
of his constituency. 

Mr. GIVENS: I beg to withdraw- the expres­
sion. The matter hes been mentioned so fre­
quently that the words were mentioned inadver­
tently. 

An HoNOUR!>.BLE ME,IBER : A lapsus lingure. 
.Mr. 1IcDoNALn: The member for nowhere. 
::VIr. GIVEXS: The members for Balonne 

and J\Iaryborough made a cowardly attack upon 
a reporter in the gallery beco.use he would not 
prostitute his po,,ition and become a special 
pleader for them. 

Mr. ANNEAR : \Vhat was the attack made two 
s"ssions ngo by a member of your side on J\Ir. 
llrooke, a l'epnrtPr for the Telegraph l 

Mr. GIVENS: I do not care if every man on 
this side made an attack upon a reporter; that 
does not exCU''l the attack of those two hem. 
member,,. 

]\Ir. ANNEAR: 'l'here was no attack. It was a 
•,tatement of fact. 

Mr. GIVENS: As far as I know, and I am 
as 0.1pable of judging of literary merit as any 
member on the opposite side, bPing' a pressman 
myself, I think the " Gallery Notes" are fairly 
accurate, and the onlv fault I ever found with 
them was that they gave a little too much promi­
nence anrl weight to the utterances of JY1inisters. 

vVhether they are right or wrong 
[11 p.m.] tbe Government want to have a 

servile Press praising them up. By 
their wealth nnd influence they would, if they 
could, pro,titute every paper in tbe. coluny 
to their own ends, until our Press, instead of 
being independent, candid critics, would become 
absolutely worthle9S. _\nd I would point out 
that if reporters in our galiery are t.o be subjected 
to attacks of this kind they will no louger have 
an unbiased and untrammelled position, and 
their reports will be of no value to the public. 
Formerly we could look forward to their reports 
knowing that they would contain a fair and 
honest criticism on the actions of hon. members 
on both sides of the House. Now, because 
the hon. member for J3alonne has not been 
praised, and bel''tUse the hon. member for 
Maryborough has not been praised--

Mr. ANNEAR: The hon. member for Mary­
borough wants no praise. 

Mr. GIVENS: Not only has the hrm. mem­
ber for 1'l:aryborough made an attack upon a 
reporwr which he cannot substantiate, but I call 
to mind that he made an attack upon me, which 
he afterwards admitted to mys<'lf was not true. 

:Mr. ANNEAR : I did nothing of the kind, 
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Mr. GIVENS: And he also promised that on 
the first opportunity he would make the amende 
honoumble, which he has not done. 

Mr. ANNEAR: If I find tne statement I made 
is untrue I will do so. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. GIVENS: I am not so much concerned 

with that, but I do say that member~ of this 
Chamber, who occupy a privileged position, should 
not abuse that privilege to attack persons who 
do not possess it. 

Mr. ANNEAR: You are a nice person to give 
us lessons in good taste. 

Mr. GIVENS: If I were to give lessons in 
good taste, I certainly should not accept the hon. 
member for Maryborough as a pupil, because I 
know !hat any such lesson would be entirely 
wasted upon him. The whole argument of the 
Secretary for Lands, that our action in the Trans­
vaal will tend to show the world that our Empire 
is _one, has, I contenrl, absolutely nothing to do 
wrth the question before the House, which is: 
vVas the Premier justified or not in his action? 
It is not a question of defending ourselves, or 
of defending the Empire, or anything of that 
kind. It is the question whether our Premier 
shou~d commit the colony to such an action, 
and mcur such a large expenditure without the 
sanction of Parliament? I insist that that shall 
be the clear-cut issue put before the country, 
and the iBsue upon which this House shall be 
t\ ;ked to vote. No matter how the Govern­
ment may wriggle and try to shuffle out of 
the poBition, that is tllf\ position they are in, 
and the country will know it. I have very 
little more to say on the Bubject. lam opposed 
to this action of the Premier's because it 1s un­
eonstitutional, because he is putting himself 
superior to the law and sunerior to Parliament. 
vVithout the sanction of Parliament he has no 
right to incur the expenditure of sending a single 
volunteer or a single piece of armament purchased 
by the colony for the defence of the colony 
to take part away from th<O colony in a war of 
aggression. That is the whole point. Looking 
back upon the history of the :Empire, we·find 
that whenever the liberties of the people were at 
stake there has alwctys been a noble band of 
patriots in the British House of Commons who 
have battled for those liberties, and who have 
rerJUdiated the actions not only of Premiers but 
of kings. And gr0.1.t a man as our Premier is, he 
can hardly be compared in greatness with a king 
of England. If time permitted I could quote 
dozens of instances in which they have repudiated 
the action of a king, even when war was going 
on and ban been going on for yeihr", ever since 
the House of Commons won the right to have 
the supreme and eole control over the n:pendi­
ture, which right they won in 1297, over six 
centuries ago. When we find that men even in 
that age, which is not supposed to be so enlight­
ened as this, were prepared to take any risks to wiu 
and pre~erve the liberties of the penple, surely 
the patno~s of the present day, who are in this 
House of Assembly, should he prepared to follow 
the noble example set them by their forefathers. 
The only price we will have to'pay if we repudiate 
the action of the Premier is that the continuous 
Government will cease to exist, and that the 
Premier's honour will be slightly tarnisher:!. For 
my part, I do not care a straw for the Premier. 
'I'hat is his lookout, not mine. If he places his 
honour in jeopardy, he should not call on me to 
rescue it for him. (Loud laughter from hon. 
members on the Opposition side.) Further, I do 
not think that hon. m em hers on this side, nor 
yet do I think that hon. members on the other 
side of the House, or the country generally, have 
so much reason to be in love with this continuous 
Government that they should desire to see them 
there. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON : The people will insist on 
them sitting there. 

Mr. G IVENS : The people do not do any­
thing of the k>nd, because if hon. members will 
analyse the figures of the votes cast at the last 
general election they will find that, notwith­
standing the plural votes, the majority of the 
vote,, cast were cast for members on this side of 
the House. There is no denying it. I eau hear 
the hon. the senior member for Maryborough, l\iir. 
Bartholomew. He has an hhtoric precedent 
for knowing mor'' about politic; than anyone 
else. I remember that Dickens says that 
the three tailors of Tooley street had enough 
knowledge t·o govern all England, and I do 
not see why one tailor of Maryborough should 
not have enough knowledge to govern all 
Que<msland. The po,ition is : Are we pre­
pared to sacrifice the liberties and the privileges 
of the people, aR represented in this House, in 
order to save the honour of the Premier, who has 
placed itiu jcoparcly on his own motion, and to sa Ye 
the continuouR Mini,,.try from extinction at the 
present? I am not prepared to do so. I am 
prepared to battle to the utmost of my power to 
maintain the privileges of Parliament. That is 
what I was sent here for, and I offer no apology 
for doing it. I consider that the Premier has 
acted in euch an illegal and unconstitutional 
manner that he should be thrown out and 
without any apology for doing it. 

MEMBERS of the Oppoeition: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MACKINTOSH (Cambooya): I heg to 

move the adjournment of the debate. 
The PR~~MIER: I have no objection to the 

adjournment of the debate, if hon. members 
deem it desirable to further discuss the subject. 
I only wish to express the hope that we wiJI come 
to a conclusion shortly. It is to be regretted so 
much time has been wasted, seeing what rem:<ins 
to he done this session; and I hope hem. members 
on the other side will try to bring it to a con­
clusion to-morrow night. 

Mr. DA WSON: There has been no time 
wasted. The country is getting the best of hon. 
n1embers' wisdom. 

Question put and passed; and the resumption 
of th<· debate made an Order of the Day for to­
rnorrow'. 

'I'he House adjourned ::tt tlfteen minutes past 
11 o'clock. 




