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THURSDAY, 12 OCTOBER, 189(1. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3 
o'clock. 

CASE OF THOMAS HUNT.ER. 
A PPOI:I'T>rE;sT o~· SELECT OmnnTTEE. 

On the motion of 11r. MOOUE (M:uri/la), it 
was resolved-

1. That a self'(~t eo mm it tee be appointed to inquire 
into the alleged grievanees of. Thomas Hunter, of 
Goondiwindi, as set forth in the petition pYesented to 
this House on the 7th Jnne last. 

2. That stwh committee consist of :.\fessrs. o·connell, 
~ewell, Bell, Curtis, Brown e. l~itz.zerald, and the mover. 

3. 'l'hat such committee have power to send for 
persons antl papers, and leave to sit during any adjourn­
ment of the Ho•JsJ. 
RAILWAY REVENUE AND EXPJ<j~JH­

'rURE. 
GOWRIE ,JUNCTION TO HmrA AND IVARWICK. 
On the motion of Mr. BELL (Dalby), it was 

re,olved-
That there be laid npon the table of the House 

returns showing-
1. rrhc revennr, expenditure, net revenue, capital 

expended, percentage of net revenne to capital, and 
percentage of expenses to earnings for the twelve 
months etJded June, 1899, on the section of r~ilway 
Gowrie Jm:..ction to ltoma,. 

2. The earnings per t1 ain mile on the sections 
Gowrie Junction to Roma and Gowl'ie Junction to 
"rarwick, for the twelve mouths ended June, 1899. 

INFORMAL NOTICE OF MOTION. 
Mr. KJ'jltR (Barcoo) gave notice that on the 

2nd l'\ovember he would move-That there be 
l:".id nn the table of the House copies of all 
corre"p<mdence and also instrne'tinns issued to 
the lands commissiomrs, Blackall and 'rambo, re 
the valuation and fixing of rents in their districts 
f,lf the second period of all grazing farms in the 
above districts. 

Th SPEAKER: I would draw the attention 
of the hon. member for Barcoo to the fact that 
he has just given fresh notice of a motion which 
already appears on the buoiness-paper, and that 
the day for which he has given notice of his 
intention to move it later i' in contravention of 
Standing Or,kr No. 35, which Rays:-

A notice of motion may not be given for the same 
day on which it is g1ven, nor for a day later than the 
eighth next sitting Uay of thtJ House. 

Mr. FISHER: He intended it for the 26th of 
October. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member, of course, 
must comply with the Standing Order in that 
respect. 

:.\[r. KERB. (Barcoo): I macle an error. The 
date I intended to givo notice for was the 26th 
Ocr,ober. I wish to correct the notice of motion 
accordingly. 

THE TRAXSV AAL CO~'riNGENT. 
RESUl\IPTION OF DEBATE-WANT OF CONFIDENCE 

MOTION. 
On the Order of the Day bein15 read for the 

resnrHption of adjourned debate on Mr. Dickson's 
mo:ion-That. this House renews the assnrance 
of i\s loyalty and devotion to the Throne and 
Person of Her Most Gracious Majesty the 
Que,,n ; antl as evidence of its sympathy with 
Her 1bje~ty's subjects in the South African 
RPpnblic, who have for so long a period suffered 
burdensome disabilities and grievous injustice, 
dhires to support the determination of Her 
Majesty's advJSers to secure the immediate 
recognition of British rights in that Hepublic. 
This House therefore views with approbation the 
proposal of the Government to equip, despatch, 
and maintain a militnry force voluntef'ring for 
service with Her Majesty's army in South Africa, 
consisting of 250 officert\ nonMcornmi~sioned 
officers, and men of the Qneemland :Mounted 
Infantry, together with a machine-gun secl ion of 
the Queensland Regiment of Royal Australian 
Artillery-nu which :Mr. Da weon had moved 
that the" qnesti"n be amended by the insertion, 
after the word "Queen," of the words " hut dis­
approv,cs of the action of the Government in 
making an offer of troops to serve with Her 
Majesty's army in South Afriua, thus committing 
the color1v to an indefinite and pr:tctically 
unlimiterl ·expenditure without the s~nction of 
P:rliament"-

Mr. DHAKE (Enowera) said : The amend­
ment which has been moverl has now made a 
clearly defined issue for the Honse to decide­
tkct io, whether the Premi"r of the colony is 
justified in making an offer of troops without the 
sanction of Parliament. 

ME,IBERS of the Oppo,ition: Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY FOR PDBLlC LANDS: That is 

not the issue at all. 
Mr. TuRLEY: That is the issue. 
IIIEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR Pr:BLIC LANilR: l'\o, it is 

not, unless you have a new amendment. 
Mr. DR,\KE: I will read the amendment­
But disapproves of the action of the Government in 

making an offer of troops to serve with Her :Majesty's 



The Tmnsvaal Conti~tgent. [12 OcToBER.] The Tran•vaal Cantinge t. 867 

~rmy_ iJ.?- South Africa, thus committing the colony to an 
1nde~mte anr~ practtcally unlimited expenditure with­
out tne sanctiOn of Parliament. 

The question i'· whether tlwHe words are to be 
inserted ; therefore, a; I said at the commence­
ment of my rernark~, the is-:me i~ \\ hatner the 
Premier is jtlRtified in offmin~ the ')ervices of 
our tt:oopB }n Af:ica witho';lt fit:ot· obtaining the 
s:'nctwn or P:•rhamcnt. Now I dv n0t want, in 
~ne courcie of my rernarks, to in• rod nee any 
urelev,-~-nt nu,th'r, nor to trt'nch :'.pnn any 1natter~s 
that are not necessary fur the pmpC>"e" ,,f t!.e 
argument. I noticed la"t night that a great 
number of statementB w, re made-- btatements 
that have appc tr8d in the pttpers, ,,ncl were 
repe:··.ted here-of a distinctly infl wnnatory 
chamct.·r. The only <•bjeco I think that could 
be harl in view in the circnla<ion of thclRe state­
ments, and the repetiti· ~n of then1 here i8 to 
cloud the issue. ' 

lVb;I!BERS of the 0 ppooition : Hen,r, hear ! 

1'Ir. DRAKE: vVe have seen already plenty 
of evidence that a great number of thoRe state­
ment are, at all events, unreliable-particularly 
the statements that have been made with regard 
to the treatment of refng<-es. 'fhey may be trne 
but, on the other hand, it is equally likely that 
they are not true. But the particular object in 
sendmg them is cl' ~rly in <Jrder to inflame the 
public mind. Now, I have two rea>'ons for 
believing that those statements are not true-or 
ra~her, perhaps, I might oay, one reason why I 
thmk they are untmstworthy, and another 
r~ason wby I think it is likely that they are 
mther _untr';le or grossly exaggerated. One 
reason IS th1s : that about the same time that 
the cablegrams app':-red stating that these 
outrages had. been con,mitted, a cablegram also 
appeared Hay1ng that large orders f(Jr tinrted 
:rte,tt had been placed in America, and it W·9nt 
wto particulars, and adually namt'J one firm 
with whom ROme' of the;;e ordPrs had be m placed. 
Abo_ut two days aft.er tt.at, a c.-,blegram appeared 
statmg that the first cablegr.m< was ab.·olutely 
untrue. Now, what was the meaning of th,;t? 
It was clearly thio-that the first cablegram was 
sent in order to convey the ide,; of the exten,ive­
ness and completene's of th·e preparations for 
war, so a~ to _persuade reople that war wa,; 
absolutely mevttable. Tlwn there was di8s!l.tis­
faction on the part of some countries who did 
not rec_eive orders for this meat- probably 
Austraha-and consequettt.ly a cablegram was 
sent out sa.yinc; the fin.t cablegram was entirely 
unfounded. 0· e cablegram was to flog up the 
~var spirit, and the other was to allay any 
Jealousy on the part of any country which has 
not been dc<tlt with by the \Var Department. I 
do not say whwh of those cablegram" is untrue 
but it is perfectly cle.<r one uor the other i~ 
untrue; and, if those cablogra.mH are untrue, we 
may aho come to the conclu;;ion that the other" 
sent at the same time are unrt!iallle. Then we 
have this fact, which seems to rebut the idea 
that there can be any truth in the statements 
~hout tf:ese outrage~ inflicted upon n fugee', and 
It IS th1s-that takmg a broad view of all the 
accounts, we can only come to the conclusion 
th>tt. up to the present timc·-pos ibly it is for 
tactwal ~urpos.es-but that up to the pre,ent 
t1me the mharntants of the Transvaal Republic 
anrl their Government have been most scrupu­
lously "!''!'ions not to let thems<>lves be placed in 
the positiOn <Jf a~~gref'•,urs. vV e had oniy the 
other clay a cablr·gTam otying that the death 
penalty had hren threatened against any Bner 
wh'? cros:c.ed the frontier, showing the effort. upon 
~he1r part~<! preYPnt themselves from being pl oced 
1n the po.-ntlon of aggn>;ssor:~. I think therefore 
it is extremelY: unlikely that they wo'uld act a~ 
tttey are descnbecl as acting in this cablegram, 

The SECRETARY ~'OR PUBLIC LANDS ; vVhy 
d•> you believe that cablegram if you do not 
uelieve the othero? 

Th1EillllERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

The SECllE'rARY FOR AGRIC'C'LTURE: You 
V lieve only what suits you, a.< a Boer. 

'fbe SPEAKER: Order! 
. 1Ir .. DRAKE: ,Then we have this c~hlegram 
~n th:s afternoons paper:--" It is announced 
trom f'apetown that Hon. 'iV. P. SchrPiner"-

Tlw SEOJ\Wl'AllY FOR AGl\IOVLTURE : He is 
another B!1er. 

Mr. DRAKE: 
It is announced from Cape town that tbe Hon. 1,-. p. 

Scllreiner, syeaking in the Legislative Assembly la.st 
evening, declared tPat the reports that the Boefs had 
illtreatc·d the Uitlander tngitives at Johanne·"l·urO' had 
not been contlrmed, and he cballenge·i the Archbi.shop 
of Capetowo (}lost ltev. W. W. Jotoes, D.D.) to sub­
stautiate tlle statements in relation tnereto, which he 
had made in a letter to a newspapt:r. 
That is a cablegram which we might almost have 
<·xpected tL• c<•me to hand. At all events, it 
throws a considerable amount of dr,ubt on the 
last statement. I repeat that the>e statements 
may possibly be true. I have no doubt these 
BoerH are r •. ugh and rude, and possibly they may 
be of a brut<.cl disposition. 

An HmmVRAllLl<J MEMllER of the Opposition· 
Question! · 

Mr. lJHAKE: An hon. n,ember says "Ques­
tion." \Ve have to r~member that theoe men­
and also the ;>•omen-have been engaged in quite 
recer.t years m a life and death struggle with a 
whole lot of savages. 

1'he SECRETAI<Y FOR PCBLIC LANDS : J<'rom 
whom Grr·at Britain delive1ed them. 

Mr. DRAKE : Such a state of things as that 
has a natural t~n.deney to brutali,e the pAople · 
who are engageu m that w:.rf..re. And that is 
the reason w by I should not be at all surprised 
1f some of the statementR we have heard with 
regard tu the roughness n,nd rudene'" of these 
peoplci are true. But whether those st:<tements 
~tt e true or not, I say they .should not influence our 
JUrlgtm·nt at all, and they certainly should not 
influence our judgment in the slightest degree in 
deciding the point now at issue in the House­
for r.his reac.on, thac if the hon. gentlenmn at the 
head of the G,>vernment has the power to send 
troops away from Queensland for service in 
foreign wars, he h?s t~e right to do it equally 
wl.ether the c.mse 1s a JUSt one or an unjust one. 

ME~lllEHS of the Opposition: HPar, hear! 
Mr. DRA_KE: That is a very important thing 

to be-borne m mmd by hon. members when they 
are j nstifying the action of the Queensland 
Governm~:nt in offering these troops on the 
ground that Britishers have been ill-treated. In 
u.smg that argument _they are unduly losing 
srght of the fact that rf they now establish by 
the vote of the Ho'Jse the right of the Goverri­
rnent to send troop~ in this case, thPv establish 
the rigilt of the Government to send them in any 
case, whether the war is a just or an unjust one. 

The PREMIER: It. is a volunteer servwe. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. DRAKE: 'l'he hon. gentleman says it is 
a volunteer service. l think t.lrat statPment 
ought to be eettlecl once and for all by the hon. 
gentle;nan's commm;icaticm. to f!:is Excellency 
the Governor. It 18 contamed m the re'urn 
headed "Queensland Troops for the Tr,ms,·aal." 
The l~ttBr, which is fr<;m the Chief Secretary to 
H1s Excellency the Go,ernor, and dated the 
lOth July, 1800, is as follows:-

):Iy LORD,-! have the honour to inform vour Excel­
lency that. in the event or hostilitic~ ureaking out 
between Gre·tt Britain and the Tran:svahl, the Govern­
ment of this coluny are vrepared to otrer the sm·vices 
of a cout~n~ent of troop~, C•·nsisting of 2.)0 officers, 
non-comnnss10ned officers, and men of the Queensland 
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Mounted Infantry, with a machine-gun section, for 
field duty with the Imperial troops Pmplo~~ed in Routh 
Africa, and I have to request that Your Excellency 
will be good enough to communicate this offer to the 
Imperial Gorernment by Lolc~raph. 

MEJ\IBERS of the Opjr>Rition: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DRAKE : I do not know how the hon. 

gent.leman could possibly have u ed lanl!ua~e 
which would more clearly show that it is ar1' ofi~,r 
of a portion of the Queensland Defence Force 
for service in South Africa than the words he 
~1a" used in the>t communication. \Vhether the 
hon. gentleman has reconsidered the matter 
since I am not aware, hut the fact that he has 
used different wording- in the resolntion which 
ne has submitted to the House shows to my 
mind most conclusively that at the time he made 
the offer he understood that he was making an 
offer of a portion of the Queensland Defence 
:Force. 

The PREJ\riER: The hon. member should under­
stand the statutes of Queensland. 

The SECRETARY POR AGRIOULTGRE: You know 
he could not do it under thA DBfence Act. 

Mr. DRAKE: \Ve claim now that the hon. 
gentleman has presumed to do something that he 
could nnt legally do. 

The SECRETARY POl\ AGRICGLTURE : Hear, 
he,:tr! Everybody knows that. 

JI.Ir. DRAKE: That is the whole question. 
We say the hon. gentleman has offered to do 
what he could not legally do. If the hon. 
g-entleman's contention is right, tbat that com­
munication to His Excellency simply meant an 
offer of a certain number of volunteers, why 
does he not adhere to the same form of wor<.ls in 
the resolution before the House? He has 
chang·ed his mind since then. He made an offer 

. on the lOth of July of a portion of our Defence 
Force, aud r;ow what th'· hem. gentlem n is 
endeavouring to do is to obtain vulunteel's in 
such a way a~ will enable hirn to carry out his 
pron1ise. 

The PREMIER : That is not so. 
Mr. DRAKE: I am reminded by the 

statutes, which I, of course, knew l'erfectly well 
before-and this is really the gravamen of my 
charg-e ag-ainot the Government-that the Go· 
vernment have not the power to send a single 
man of the Defence Force outside the limits of 
Au.4ralasia. Then, is not the impropriety of 
this offer most manifest? Is it not an impropriety 
for the bon. gentleman to offer to do a thing 
which be has no vuwer to do? He himself after­
wards askti ['er,;ons to volunteer. I have no 
doubt whatever that a sufficient number of 
volunteers will be for·thcoming, but it is quite 
legitimate to contemplate the possibility of the 
whole of the member" of the Defence Force de­
clining to go. 

The l'l\EM!llR: That IS '\hat your lea:ler ;ay;. 
ll,lr. DRAKE: No. 
The PHE:I!IER: He cluubts the number of 

volunteers. 
Mr. DRAKE: No. 
The PRE:I!IER: Your leader doubts the number 

of volunteer'. (Opposic"ion laughter.) 
Mr. DR_'\.KE : l s>tid nothing of the kind. 

But let me first ,,f all say that the leader of the 
Labour party is not my leader. (Oominued 
laughter.) 

The SECR1:TARY POR PGBLIC LANDS: He is no 
longer leader of a faction, bnt leader of the Op· 
position. 

Mr. DRAKE: I am spe1king here as an 
individual member, and a;; t!w leader of t!Je 
Independent Opposition, who ha\e honoured 
me with that position. Perhaps the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the Government did 
not he:w me, but I ""Y again, I have no doubt 
but that there will be a sufficient number of 
volunteers to make np this contingent. But I 

say that, in considering the impropriety of the 
hon. gentleman's offer, we are quite justified in 
contemplating what would be the result if every 
member of th•" Queensland Defence l!'orce 
refust d to go to South Africa. How could the 
hon. gentleman then carry out his promise of 
a contingent uf our troop" for service in South 
Africa? 

The PRE;\IJEI\: You have expressed no doubt 
as to volnnteerH coming for1vard, but your leader 
stated differently. 

Mr. DRAKE: I say it is perfectly clear that 
it w:1s an impropriety ,m the part of the head of 
the Government in offering to do a certain thing 
which he had no legal p<>Wer to effect. He 
makes an offer here of a contingent, of troops 
"consisting of 250 officers, non-commissioned 
officerH, and men, of the Queensland JY1ounted 
Infantry, together with a m.1chine gun section of 
the Qutensland Regiment of the Royal Austra­
lian Artillery." And he knew at the time that 
he had no power to give effect to that promise. 

The PREMIER : Not at all-an offer of 
volunteers. 

Mr. DR.\KE: They were to be men of the 
Mounted Infantry. 

The PRE}!HJ!l : Volunteers from the service. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: A mere 

quibble. 
Mr. DRAKJ~ : I S9Y the hon. gentleman has 

no power to compel one Ringle member of the 
Queensland Mounted Infantry, or other branch 
of the Defence l!'orce, to go to South Africa. 

JYlE'IBICRS of the Government: He never 
asserted that he could. 

Mr. DRAKE : Therefore, if they do not 
volunteer for that service he cannot carry out his 
promise. That is a very conclusive proof of the 
impropriety of the action the Premier took. He 
dLtinctly made an offer of troops which he had 
no Ccuthority to mak,." 

The I'HEilliER: Volunteers. 
J'llr. GJVEl'if': And before a single volunteer 

was got. 
Mr. DRAKE: Now, the hon. gentleman says 

he knew perfectly well at the time he made this 
offer that he had no authority to offer any portion 
of the Quemisland Defence Force for service out· 
side Australasia. I accept the statement of the 
hon. g~ntlem>tn, when he '"'1ys he knew at the 
tit11e be had no power to do that. But I want 
to point out now to the House what took pl&ce 
in 1891, when it was most distinctly affirmed by 
Parliament that the Defence Force should not 
be used out,ide of Australasia. Up to that time 
there had been some doubt on the subject. 
It was contended in some quarters that 
under the wording of the Defence Act the 
Defence I<'orce might be used outside the 
colony; but others thought differently. In 18Ul 
the then hecul of the Government brought in a 
Bill am<mdingtheDefence Act. He proposed that 
the Defence :Force might be used" within or 
without the colony." \V hen the Bill was being 
discussed in committee I pointed out that if that 
amendment were made in the Ddence Act, and 
it was provided that the force might be used 
"within or "ithout the colony" it w"mld be 
possible for the Government to order the Defenc8 
l!'orce outsiJe of Queensland or outoide of A us· 

tralasia. I pointed out tbeu in 
4 p.m. committee that that amendment of 

the Defence Act was in my opinion 
very objectionable. I have always, I may 
mention, held very strJnglv to the opinion that 
the military force raised flnd m.-.intaiwd in 
Queen <land should be maintained for the defence 
of Queensland or at any rat.e of Australia solely. 

The PHEilliER: That is the principle of the 
Defence Act. 

Mr. DRAKE: That is the principle of the 
Defence .Act; but I tell the hon, gentleman that 
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in 1891 a ·Bill was brought down to amend the 
Defence Act, under whieh it would have been 
competent for the Governor to employ the 
Defence Force outside the colony of Queensland 
and outside Australasia. The motion I moved 
then was that the words "in any part of Aus­
tralasia" should be substituted for the words 
"either within or without the c,>Jony." On 
page 1364 of Hansard for 18!.11, I am reported as 
follows on the subject:-

llis object in moving the amendment w-ts that he 
had found that in the opinion of a grea.t number of 
pm·sons-and he had no doubt they were correct-it 
was, under the Defence Act of 1884, within the power 
of the Governor, acting as Commander-in Chief of Her 
Maje-;ty's forces in QueeDsland, to take their Defence 
Force away, not only out of Queensland, but also out­
side of Au~trnlasia. It was claimed that that power 
rested in the Governor in consequence of the WOt"ding 
of the 57th section, as it gave him the power to call out 

. the Defence Force for active service, (<either withi.n or 
without the colony." V\'ith regard to the particular 
expression, "either within or without the colony," 
he mip:ht say that he couid not understand the 
sense of it, becau~e it must be clear to any person 
tbat any particular plot of ground on this plauet 
that was not in Queensland must be outside of 
Queensland. He could not understand what purpose 
could be served by the use of the words " either within 
or without the colony," and the draftsmau mig;ht just 
as well have used the wor<l ''anywhere." It was 
claimed that under that section the Governor had the 
power to call th~ Defence Force altogether awa) from 
Queensland and from Australasia. He thought it unde­
sirable that the Governor in his position of Commander­
in-Chief should have that power; he would therefore 
move the insertion of the following new clause:-

In the fifty-seventh section of the principal Act the 
words '' in any part of the Australasian colonies." shall 
be substituted for the words "either within or without 
the colony." 
I would like to say here that I think I have said 
that the amending Bill then introduced contained 
the words "either within or without the colony," 
to which I objected, but I was in error in saying 
that as those words are in the 57th section of the 
principal Act, and I proposed to deal with them 
by a new clause in the amending Bill proposed. 
After some remarks about my amendment not 
having been circulated, the then Chief Secretary, 
Sir Samuel Griffith, is reported to have said-

Re had never heard of the cl~im which the hon. 
member said he had heard set up-that under that 
section the Governor had the power to 11end Queensland 
troops to any part of the world. He had never heard 
anybody assert that. and he thought the hon. member 
was fighting a shadow. If the hon. member had heard 
such a claim madE', it must have been by irresponsible 
persons. Of course, it had never been intended that 
their troops should be called out beyond the .l.ustral­
asian colonies. He had no objection to accept the 
amendment to make that more clear. 
So that an amen"lment was then puc into the 
Defence Ace which made. it perfectly clear that 
the members of the Defence Force could not be 
called upon to serve anywhere outside of Aus­
tralasia. 

The PREMIER: Nobody doubts it. 
Mr. DRAKE : An amflndment I considered 

very right and salutary. The essence c,f that 
amendment clearly is, and I think every hon. 
member will admit it. that the Defence Force 
should be regarded as a" Defence" Force simply, 
and should not be used outside the colony. 

HoNOURABLE ME}IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DRAKE: I say again, quoting the terms 

of that offer made by the hon. gentleman at the 
head of the Government, that he did on the lOth 
July offer " a contingenc of troops," con­
sisting of men "of the Queensland Mounted 
Infantry"--

The PREMIER: That is a narrow-minded view 
of the question. 

Mr. DRAKE : And also a machine-gun 
section from the Queensland Regiment of the Royal 
Australian Artillery. I think it right that Ishoald 
feel and speak warmly on this question, because 

1899-2A* 

I have always been a very strong supporter of the 
Queensland Defence Force, and at a time when 
it had a very great number of opponents in this 
Chamber. 

HoNoURABLE ME)!BERS : Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: Do you speak for the Defence 

Force? Are yuu authorised to speak for the 
Defence :Force ? 

Mr. McDoNALD : Are you ? 
Mr. DRAKE : I am not authorised to speak 

on behalf of the Defence Force. I am speaking 
as a member ef Parliament. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DRAKE : And I do not intend to be 

deterred from doing my duty by any covert 
threats from the hon. gentleman. 

The PREMIER : '\V ell, do not mhrepresent your­
self. 

1\tir. McDoNALD : Oh, keep your hair on • 
(Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY ]'OlZ PUBLIC LANDS : That is 
a very venerable joke. 

Mr. DHA.KJ<~: During the time here when 
the Defence Force had a great deal of opposition, 
and when the Government found it very 
difficult indeed to get their Defence Estimates 
through, and at a time also when it was not a 
popular thing to vote in favour of the Defc·nce 
Estimates, the Government always had my 
support on those Estimates. 

The PREMIER : A very small support. 
Mr. DRAKE : "A very small support!" 
The PREMIER : Very little was ever done for 

the Defence J<'orce by you. 
Mr. McDONALD: You've got them bad. 
Mr. DRAKE : I did not want particularly to 

refer to this, but as the hon. gentleman has said 
that the Defence Force had very small support 
from me, I quote one particular instance, two 
years after the time I have been speaking of, 
when this House affirmed that the Defence Force 
should not be employed outside of Australasia, 
and the Defence }force Estimates of the Govern­
ment were carried then by one vote-and that 
vote was mine. 

HONOURABLE JlifEMBERS : Hear, hear ! and 
laughter. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: And mine, too. 
Mr. DRAKE : I have some justification for 

saying that, because it was a very tight squeeze 
on that occasiun. An amendment-generally . 
regarded as a very popular one-had been made, 
that the amount of the vote should be reduced by 
£5,000. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Who moved it? 
Mr. DRAKE: It was moved by the Hon. G. 

Thorn, who was then sitting as a Government 
supporter. A division was taken on the amend­
ment, and the voting was 29 to 30; and when I 
say it was my vote carried the Estimates, I say 
it on this ground-that the whole of the members 
of the Opposition, with the exception of myself, 
voted for the proposed reduction. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear'! 
Mr. DRAKE: I have no hesitation in saying 

this now as the gentleman who was then my 
leader would not object to my doing so. My 
leader then was the Hon. Charles Powers, and 
I said to him beforehand that I could not follow 
his lead in that matter. I had always supported 
the Defence Force Estimates, and would con­
tinue to do so, and if the reduction was moved I 
should certainly vote against it. I did, and my 
leader, and every member on the Opposition side 
vuted for the reduction. I voted with the Go­
vernment, and the Estimate was carried by one 
vote. 
· The PREMIER : This only shows that you were 

in your sound mind on that occasion. (Laughter.) 
Mr. DRAKE: I only refer slightly to these 

particulars in order to justify what might appear 
a somewhat unjustifiable expression-that it was 
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my vote that saved the Estimates. In the 
ordinary sense it w,ts so. I say now that that 
vote was given on the honour of the Government, 
and Parlhment pledged that the Defence J<'orce 
should not be sent outside Australasia, This 
is the important tbi ng, and it is why I 
consider this a very grave mat~.er. I am 
looking at the effect it is going to have up"n 
our Defence Force afterwards. There have been 
times in the past-hon. members know that very 
well-when the Defence Force has been un· 
popular. It may be so again; when it would be 
the duty, in my opinion, of every patriotic 
citizen to endeavour to help to maintain the 
Defence Force for the defence of Australasia. A 
distinct injury, I think, will have been done to the 
Defence J<'orce, and a permanent injury, If you 
allow it to go forth from this time that that 
force, which is being enrolled, I maintain, for the 
defence of Queensland and of Auelralasia, may 
be sent away in order to take part in a war which 
mav be just, but, on the other hand, may be 
unjust. Because, as I p ,inted out before, in 
considering this que~tion, the matter of just or 
unjust war does not come in at all. The question 
is whether the military force maintained here is 
to be exclmively a force for our own defence or 
whether it is to be regarded simply as a part of 
the British army to rlo duty in any part of the 
world. 

The PREiiilER : Has the Defence Force re­
quested ynu to represent this to Parliament? 

Mr. DRAKE: I have had n•l communbation 
whatever with any m em her of the Defence Force. 
I have spoken as I have always spoken in Par­
liament, within my rights as a member of Pttr­
liament. I have supported the Defence Force 
beeause T c msider it is a pr<•per thing that such 
a force should he maintained for the defence of 
the colony. That is the po.sition I hold now. I 
consider it is good, not only for the Defence 
Force as a force, but also good for the country, 
that that force should be kept exclusively for the 
defence of Australasia. 

The PREMIER: You are against your leader. 
Mr. DRAKE: And I am bound to say this 

before I sit down, bec,use it is justifiable that I 
should s>ty it in consequence of some words that 
have been uttered in the course of the debate; 
and that is that I do not hold in the slightest 
degree with any of those who would minimise the 
perwnal cnurage or the qualities of the 
individual members of our Defence Force. 

Ho!i!OURABI,E 11:E~!BERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DRAKE: I have not the slightest doubt 

that if memb~rs of the Defence Force volunteer 
for serdce in South Africa, or anywhere else, 
they will give a good account of themselves. As 
material for the making of soldiers they are quite 
equal to the rank and file of any army in the 
world, and I have not the slightest doubt that 
these men, if they go, will not show to any di,;­
advantage as compared with troops from any 
other parts of the world. And, to my mind, 
there is only this one bright spot in connection 
with it, and that is that some of our men will 
get some military training which, as soldier"'• 
will be a great advantage to them. And if this 
proposal were, as is pretended, that these men 
were simply volunteering to go and serve in the 
!mperial army--

The PREMIER : \Vhy do you doubt it? 
Mr. McDoNALD : Oh ! G, t out! 
Mr. DRAKE: I have quoted already the 

terms of the hon. gentleman's offer. I leave it 
to the Assembly, and to the country, to say 
whether it is an offer of volunteers or not. I was 
saying there will be that advantage, that the 
men will get a military tmining. I say, al8o, 
that if any m11n in this community, whether he 
be a m em her of the Defence Force or not, likes 
to go in for th!l profession of a soldier, I do not 

blame him for going where fighting is' going on; 
because his business as a professional man being 
to fight, and seeing that he can only learn the 
art of fighting by being amidst fighting, I could 
not blame a m11n for becoming a professional 
soldier. But let it be distinctly understood that 
he is doing that. And I an1 not prepared to 
admiL that a man who gives up his position as a 
citizen soldier entirely for the defence of his 
country, and enrols himself in an army of pro­
fessional soldiers, to go anywhere he is sent to­
I am not prepared to admit that he takes a 
higher position than the one he is at pre·,ent 
occupying. 

The SECRETARY POR PUBLIC LANDS : That is 
not a correct representation of the po6ition. 

Mr. DRAKE : In fact I am inclinerl to think 
that in giving up the position of citizen soldier 
and taking up that of a professional soldier, he. 
declineR from the higher position to a lo" er. 
There may come a time-the millennium-when 
we shall not require any army. At present, 
while we do, and must have soldiers, I have not 
a word to say against the military profession as a 
profesRion. But I do protest-and that is the 
reason why I have risennuw-andshallcontinueto 
protest against our Defence Force being used for 
any other purpose except for the defence of Aus­
tralasia. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR PUBLIC LANDS : That 
is not the federal view at any rate-the 
view taken in Canada, Victoria, and New South 
\Vales. 

Mr. DAWSON: But you do not believe in 
federation? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Ye~, I 
do. 

Mr, DRAKE : Since I have been speaking 
the Minister for Lands has been keeping up a 
continual series of disorderly interjections, his 
object, no doubt, being--

The SECRETARY !!'OR PUBLIC LANDS : To check 
your fallacies. 

Mr. DRAKE : To disconcert me and perhaps 
spoil the effect of anything I may say. I hope 
the fair-minded members of the ChambH will 
take into account that I have had to speak under 
that running fire of interjections. I think I have 
made the position I tak~ up p,·rfectly clear. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : To your­
self. 

Mr. DRAKE : I say that, according to my 
reuding of the offer made by the hon. gentleman 
at the head of the Government, he mode an offer 
of a portion of our Defence :Force. I say that he 
had no power to do that, and that in doing that he 
did something which was illegal, and which, 
according to his admission to the Honse this after· 
noon, be knew at the time was illegal. Therefore, 
the question before the House being whether the 
Premier of the c<Jlony-not particularly the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the present Govern­
ment, because we are "'"ked to lay down a 
prinmple to be applied not only at the present 
time but at any future time-shall have the 
power, without consulting Parliament, to send 
our home defence away for service abroad. I, 
having considered the matter over very carefully, 
and I hope dispassionately, must say "No," and 
therefore I cannot vote for the motion. 

The PREMIER: A very good speech, if the 
facts were true. 

Mr. BROWNE: They seem to hurt you, anyway. 
Mr. JENKINSON: They sting_ 
The HO.\'IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G. 

Foxton, Cm·na1·von): Dealing with the last state­
ment of the hon. member for Enoggera first, he 
has laid it down as a principle th,•t it is not 
competent for the Premier of this colony to offer 
the services of any portion of the Defence Force 
to the mother countrY in case of need. The hon. 
member and I certainly do not agree on that 
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matter. Everybody who knows the Defence 
Act-and I ought to know it, h'wing had to pass 
an examin:ttion in it-knows that there i~ no 
power given to the Executive to send a single 
member of the Defence I<'orce O'lt of the colony for 
purposes 9uch as are intended on the present 
ooca>ion with regard to the Transvaal. Th .,t 
goes without saying; everyone knows that th .t 
is so. We also know that there is no power 
given to the Executive to make any offer which 
shall be o)Jsolutely binding upon this Parlia­
ment, and which shall commit t.his Parliament 
to any expenditure in carrying out any such 
offer that m •Y be made-a,s this ha'l been made 
on the present occadion. The only justification 
for any such offer is the fact that it is backed 
up by this Parliament, and if any Government 
so far exceeds its dnty a., a period of crisis or 
,emergency, or at what the hon. member for 
Charters Towers wollld call " the psychologi01.! 
moment," as to make such an nffer as this without 
consulting Parliament, and if this House does 
not endorse its action, there is only one course 
open for that Government. 

MEn!Bl!JRS on the Government side: Hear, hear! 
The HOME SECRETARY: And that is 

what we have com•e here to settle. Now it has 
been said that revolutions are only justified by 
success. The same thing may pmctically be said 
of any such offer as has been made by the 
Premier of thi6 colony to send troops to the 
Transvaal for the purpose of assisting the 
Imperial Forces there. Tlw quec,tion is "'hether 
the Premier has correctly gauged the feeling of 
this colony, and if this Parliament refuses to 
endorse what he has done, there is only one 
course open to him, and that is to let someone 
else take his place. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

The HOME SECRETARY: Someone who 
will nut send troops to the Tran,vaal. 

Mr. HARDACRE: \Ve will ask Parliament 
fir et. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No; we will 
ask Parliament now, and if it votes the money 
then it endorses the action of the Premier, and 
justifies it. It was admitted by the leader of 
the hon. gentleman who interjects that there 
are certain periods when it is necessary for a 
Government to step in and show a strong hand, 
and not wait for the authority of Parliament. 

Mr. HARDACRE : This is not one of them. 
Mr. W. THORN : It certainly is not. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I Sl1Y it is one 

of them. 
ME:VIBERS of the Opposition : No, no ! 
The HOME SECRETARY: That is where 

hon. members opposite and myself differ. I say 
that it was for reasons which will commend 
themselves to hon. members on the other side, 
who speak of our Defence :F(ll'ce as curs and 
cowards and swashbucklers, and which will, I 
trust, commend them se! ves to other people in 
this House and outside of it, who do not descend 
to epithets of that sort--

The PREMIER : Hear, hear ! 

The HOME SECRETARY: I say that it 
was desirable that the offe:r should be made at 
that particular moment, and it has been pointed 
out that it was impoHsible to consult Parliament 
earlier. 

Mr. lVIAXWELL: Tho offer was made so as to 
get first in the market. 

The HOYIE SECRETARY: It is quite 
immaterial what it was done for, and I will 
show why it was a good thing. I interjected 
when the senior member for Charters Towers 
was !=lpeaking--

Mr. KERR : The leader of the Opposition. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No, I am told 
that hg is not the leader of the Opposition. I do 
not know what to nll him. I do know that he 
is the senior member tor Charters Towers. No 
one co,n dispute that; but when I call him the 
leader of the Opposition I am taken to task by 
som" of his friends, and when I do not call him 
that I am taken to task by others. I would like 
to know where is the cohesion amongst hon. 
members opposite? \Vel!, when the senior mem­
ber for Charters Towers, alias the leader of the 
Oppnsition, alias the leader of the Labour 
Opposition-he can take which title he likes­
was spcaking--

Mr. McDo~ALD: You can laugh now. That 
is where the joke come, in. 

The HOME SECRETARY : There is no 
joke on my part. \Vhen the hon. member said 
it might be necessary for us to ask for some 
English swashbucklers to assist us at some future 
time, I interjected ''And they will come." 

Mr. DAWSON: That is the paid professional 
rnan. 

The HOME SECRETARY : I am quite sure 
that it would be something more than the paid 
professional man if he was needed. 

Mr. DAWSON: That is quite a different thing. 
11r. JENKINSON: This is a British dependency, 

and we can expect it. 
'fhe HO:\lE SECRETARY: The hon. 

member for \Vi:le Bay is anticipating my argu­
ment by his interjection. I was going to say 
that if this colony-if Australia, if the colonies 
generally of this great Empire to which we 
bel<mg-ever desire to bocome more than depend­
encies, it is necessary that we should display, not 
by mere lip service, not by mere words and 
pr,>fessions, but by our actions, that we Dre 
willing to accept our responsibilities as a portion 
of the Empire by taking part in its defence. 

Mr. J E!'IKINSON: Not until the time arises. 
The HOME SECRETARY: The time has 

arisen. 
Mr. JENKINSON: That is a question. 
Mr. \V. THORN : There is no necessity for it. 
The SPEAKER : Order! 
The HOME SECRETARY: If one member 

interjects at a time I may be able to answer him, 
but when the member for Anbigny and the 
member for \Vide Ba.y talk together and point 
their fingers at me it is quite impossible to hear 
either of them. I say the moment for action 
has arisen. I will not !W into the whole of the 
details in regard to the Uitlanders in the Trans­
vaal, but it must be apparent to any man who 
listened to such a speech as that delivered by the 
hon. member for Lockyer last night that at this 
moment it is a question whether Great Britain 
should be paramount in South Africa or not. 

2\IEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

The HOME SECRETAHY: Unquestionably 
that is the point. 

Mr. J:<'ISHER : That is not the point. 
An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : What has that to 

do with Australia? 
Mr. W. THORN: There is no analogy. 
'l'he HOME SECRETARY: I de3ire to see 

in South Africa a free people-a federation-it 
may not be to-day, it may not be to-n>;orrow, it 
may not be next ye1tr-but I hope to hve to see 
such a federation as we hope to establish on this 
continent of Australia within the next eighteen 
months. I desire to see a free pellple living 
under the British Crown with a Constitution such 
as we have, than which none could be freer or 
more desirable to live under. Here, in Australia, 
I can thoroughly appreciate the privilege of 
living under what I say unhesitatingly is the 
freest Constitution in the whole world-the most 
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democrB,tic, as well as the freest, and where 
the will of the people can find the readiest 
expresRion--

Mr. HARDACRE : You will not let it. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Both in adminis­

tration and in legislation. 
Mr. McDoNALD : Y on don't believe that. 
The HOME SECRETARY: If one member 

would interject at a time he might he able to get 
his interjection into Hansa1·d, but as it is he will 
not. That is the reason why I think it is 
desirable, to say the least of it, that an ,,ffer of 
thi• kind should be made at the moment it was 
made. It was only by such an offer that it 
could be made manik .. t to the world, not only to 
the British people and our fellow-subjects in the 
rest of Australia, but also to the world out>ide 
the Empire, that Anstralia, and let us hope that 
Queensland, a" the leader of nation:.] feeling in 
this matter, is willing to throw in her lot with 
Imperial interests. 

MEMBERS on the Government eide: Hear, 
hear! 

The HOME SECRETARY: It is useless for 
us to say in this House, or our le:.der-writers in 
the Press to say, that we are one with the Im­
perial authorities, that our feelings and our 
sympathies are the same. That may be reiter­
ated for years, for centuries in fact, and it would 
convey nothing, but when we come forward as a 
community and say that we are so deeply inter­
ested in anything that affects the Empire that 
we are prepared to give money, aye, and if neces­
sary to send volunteers-because they must be 
volunteers-to assist the Imperial troops in 
maintaining the prestige anP. authority of the 
Empire, that, and that alone, is an ad verti8ement 
to the rest of the world that we are prepared to 
do these things. 

Mr. W. THORN: What is the pay attached to 
these people? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I cannot come 
down to the hon. member's level at 

[4'30 p.m.] the present moment. 
MEMBERS on the Government side: 

Hear, hear! and laughter. 
Mr. ,V, THORN: Yt>u say they are volunteers. 

'What is their pay? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: What 

aboub bicycles? 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What is 

the price of butter? 
The HOME SECRETARY: Will that hon. 

member tell me the price of butter in Aubigny 
at the present moment? It is just about as 
important at this moment. 

Hon. T.MAODONALD-PATERSON: Please address 
the Chair. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am "ddressing 
the Chair. I deeply regret the hon. member 
for Chart.ers 'l'owers, alias the leader of the 
Labour Opposition, should have found it neces­
sary to descend to such-may I say. No, I will not 
say--

Mr. DAwsoN: Say what you like. 
Mr. GrvENS: Say on! 
The HOME SECRETARY: Such abuse as 

he descended to yesterday in this debate. The 
hon. member spoke, and I tell the hon. mem­
ber it will be years before those words are for­
gotten-----

The PREMIER: Hear, hear! and Opposition 
laughter. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It will be years 
before they are forgotten by tho Defence Force 
of Queensland, or by the loyal people of Queens­
land. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

The HOME SECRETARY: The members 
of the Defen~e Force were abused by the hon. 
member as being cowards, curs, l.l.nd swash-

bucklers. I told him then, by an interjection, 
that he ought to be ashamed of himself, but, to 
my regret, he appeared to pride himself upon it 
even after consideration in his cooler moments. 

Mr. DAwsoN : Do you think you could tell the 
truth for once? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am surprised 
that the hon. member could call any member of 
the Defence Force who desires to go to South 
Africtt at this time as nothing better than a 
coW<ll'd ; and, i_n order to give it greater force, 
called him not only a coward, but a cur. 

Mr. DAWSON: No. I said he had more dog 
nature than human nature. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No. These are 
the words the hon. gentleman used, and I shall 
not forget them for many a day. And I am 
sure that those who have enrolled themselves as 
the defenders of this colony-and some of whom 
are now prepared to go to S.mth Africa to fight 
for the freedom of the Uitlanders-will not soon 
forget them. I am quite sure his words, wherever 
they may be re>td-and I hope, for Queensland's 
sake, that they will not go outside Queens­
land--

Mr. DAWSON: I hope they will. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Will not be 

forgotten readily. I tell the hon. member that 
they will be resented. I resent them. 

Mr. GrvENS: You won't go. 
The HO:YIE SECRETAEY: I think I know 

what the feeling of the members of the Defence 
Force is in this colony. I know the hon. mem­
ber, and I know that the epithets he has been 
ready to apply to those men, though some of 
them may apply to himself, nobody will ever 
accuse him of being a swashbuckler. I· am 
certain of that. The hon. member is not built 
that way, and nobody need ever expect to have 
the satisfaction of calling him anything of that 
sort. 

Mr. DAWSON: There is nothing of the swab 
about me. 

Mr. KIDSTON: What about the question beLre 
the House? 

The HOME SECRETARY : It seems to me 
that, according to the hon. member for Rock­
hampton, when his leader speaks in this way, he 
is not transgressing, but I am. I have very 
little more to say. I think I have said enough 
to put the position before the House. I sincerely 
trust that, for the honour of Queensland and for 
the honour of Australia, no action will be taken 
by this House which will tend or have the effect 
of repudiating the action which has been taken 
by Queensland-action which has been endorsed 
since by every other colony on tne continent. 

Mr. W. THORN : By the casting vote of the 
Speaker. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber is talking about the Council in South 
Australia, and we do not care that [snapping his 
finger] for Legisl~>ti ve Councils. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Oh, oh ! and 
loud laughter. 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY: I do not see 
why hon. members should display this risibility. 

Mr. GIVENS: I wonder when that will be for· 
gotten? · 

Mr. DuNSFORD : Never. 
The HOME SECRETARY : Hon. members 

have evidently misunderstood me when I said 
that. I was alluding more to themselves than 
to those who sit with me. (Opposition laughter.) 
The laughter of hon. members only justifies this 
fact-either that my s:1rcasm was ,.]together mis­
placed, or hon. members do not possess the percep· 
tivefacnlties which I gave them credit for, I say 
that what Queensland did has been since 
deliberately endorsed, each within its own juris­
diction and territory, by every other colony on 
this continent. And is it going to be now that 
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the colony which was the first to step into the 
breach-the first ·to advertise to the world at 
large that the British Empire, so far as 
Australia's connection with it is concerned, is 
one-is now going to be the only one which is 
going to back down? If so, then I say I do not 
want to remain a member of the Ministry which 
governs that colony. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. FITZGERALD (JVIitchell): I do not in· 
tend to delay the House long in speaking to the 
amendment, but later on I may have something 
to say on the question. I must express my sur­
prise at the want of ignorance--

The HOME SECRETARY : Want of ignorance ! 
(Loud laughter on the Ministerial side.) 

Mr. FITZGERALD: I was going to say on 
this side of the Honse. Now we come to the 
ignorance on the other side of the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Very sad ! 
Mr. FITZGERALD: The Hon. the Secretary 

for Public Lands has been interrupting all the 
afternoon. I hope he will keep himself quiet. 
If he likes to interrupt I will reply as long as 
he likes. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR AGRICULTURE : Do not get 
pAmonal. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: I have just listened to 
the Hon. the Home Secretary, who is a leader of 
the !~gal profession in Brisbane. We all 
recognise his ability in the profession. But it is 
a most peculiar thing that, among all these 
lawyers on the Ministerial side, they did not see 
the right way to go about this matter. They 
did not even know the law on the question, and 
they come before us with amotion which is really 
no good at all. They never even took the trouble 
to read their own Army Act of 1881. They 
never took the trouble to re>1d the Defence Force 
Act of 1884, and thR Amendment Act of 1897. 
My hon. friend, the leader of the Independent 
Opposition, has been the first one to mention the 
law of the question. Here is the position: Two 
hundred and fifty of our men leave Queensland 
to-morrow, and the moment they get three miles 
off the coast, they are no longer bound by our 
laws. 

ME1!BERS on the Opposition side: Hmtr, hear ! 
The HOME SECRETARY : We all know that. 
'fhe SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTURE: We will 

send you to school. 
Mr. FITZGERALD: I will teach the hon. 

member for Maclmv some schooling before I have 
done with him. From the time that they get 
three miles off the Queensland coast until t.hey 
arrive in Capetown they are not subject to 
Queensland military law. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: Not even the major. 
Mr. FITZGERALD: Not even the major, 

with his spurs, and hi;; gold lace, and everything 
else. The day that he leaves our coast he can 
refuse to turn out to parade, and have a good 
long sleep in the morning, and not all the Colonel 
Gunters or all the lieutenant-generals in the 
whole ship can court-martial him. 

The HoME SECRETARY : Do you supl_)ose we 
don't all know that? 

Mr. FITZGERALD: Will the hon. gentle­
man allow me to point out one thing Ministers 
ought to have known, and that is the Army Act 
of 1881. There is a clause there-clause 177 ; 
does the hon. member know it? 

The HoME SECRETARY : I think so. I passed 
an examim.tion nn it. It's all right. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: This is how the Go­
vernment ought to have gone into the matter. 
Section 177 of the Army Act says-

VYhere any force of volunteers, or of militia, or any 
other force, is raised in India or in a colony, any law of 
India or the colony may extend to the officers, non­
commissioned officers and men belonging to such force, 

whether within or without the limits of India or the 
colony ; and where any such force is serving with part 
of Her Maje-sty's regular forces, thr n, so far as the law 
of India or the colony has not provided for the govem­
ment and discipline of such force, this Act and any other 
Act for the time being amending the same shall, subject 
to such exceptions and modifications as may be speci~ed 
in the aeneral orders of the general officer command1ng 
Her llr~rsty's forces with which such force is servinz, 
apply to the officers, nou·commissionedofficers and men 
of such force, in like 1nanner as they apply to the 
officers, non-commissioned officers and men respectively 
mentioued in the two preceding sectwns of this Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Hear, 
hear! What is the matler? 

Mr. FITZGERALD: The matter is that.the 
Premier, instead of bringing f?rward a motwn, 
which is purely a silly motwt;, shoul? have 
brought in an Act to comply with sectiOn 177 
of t,he Army Act. 

The HoME SECRETARY: There is not the 
slightest necessity. That Act is in force already. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: It is in force as soon as 
our men get under British orders at Capetown, 
but from the moment they get three miles from 
Queensland till they arrive at Capetown, all our 
money may be expended for ahso:utely nothing. 

The HoME SECRETARY: They are not rebels; 
they are not mutineers. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: Two hundred and fifty 
nwn leave our coast. The next morning they are 
called upon to parade and they refuse to go, and 
there is no power io the world to make them. 

The SECRETARY J"'R PUBLIC LANDS : Do you 
think they are all like you? 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. FITZGERALD: There is no power in 

the world to force them to go on parade the next 
morning. · 

The SECRETARY FOR AGIUCULTURE: Vi7hen 
will they be attached to the Imperial troops? 

Mr. FITZGERALD : The moment they 
arrive at Capetown-four or five weeks after 
they leave here. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRJCULTURE: How do 
you know? 

The SPEAKER : Order! 
Mr. FITZGERALD: The hon. member asks 

me how I know. I am simply judging by papers 
that his boss, the Premier, has put into our 
hands in which I find that the home Govern­
ment 'only take possession of th~m when they 
arrive at Capetown. I am argumg about the 
time between the time th~y leave Brisbane and 
the time they arrive at Capetown. Th!lt means 
four weeks at least, and that will be a quick 
trip. 

Ivir. CowLEY: Sixteen days. 
1¥Ir. FITZGERALD: Sixteen days from 

Brisbane to the Cape? 
Mr. COWLEY : From the port of departure. 
Mr. J!'ITZGERALD: We will say three 

weeks if the hon. member likes. 
Mr. ,J. HAMILTON : Sixteen days is not three 

weeks. 
Mr. FITZGERALD: The hon. member can­

not sav th»t we can get from Brisbane to the 
Cape i"n sixteen d'!'ys. I am tal_king about the 
time when our soldiers--who are JUSt as good as 
any other ones-will be three miles off ou_r coast 
-th»t is when they cease to be subject to 
Queensla~d law. I<'rom that time till they get to 
Capetuwn they are not liable to any military law 
at all. . 

The SECRETARY ~·oR PUBLIC LANDS : It IS true 
of every passenger to C<;>oktown also. They are 
subject to no law accordmg to. you. 

Mr. FITZGERAI,D: I Wish to goodness the 
hon. member would keep quiet. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR PUBLIC LANDS : I dare­
eay you do. You don't want to have a little 
common sense applied to your arguments. 
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Mr. FITZGERALD: I am arguing in favom 
of this amendment to show this---

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. FITZGERALD: If a sum of £30,000 or 

£40,000 is spent by the Government sending 
those troops to Capetown, the moment they 
arrive at Capetown every one of them may re­
fuse tr! join the British army. If they like they 
can jam the Transvaal army, and the Queensland 
Government will be at the loss of £30,000 or 
£40,000. The moment they arrive there they 
can say, "Thank yoa, Queensland Government, 
I am off to the mines or to join the Boer troops." 
There is the position. 

The PREMIER: That is another insult to the 
fidelity of our volunteers. 

Mr. FITZGERALD : I say that we are run­
ning the risk at the present time of losing 
£30,000 or £40,000, and we do not know whether 
when the troops arrive they will join the British 
troops or not. The Premier says I am insulting 
the Queensland volunteers. Let me tell him 
this-a little experience I had in the West in 
1891, at the tinte of the strike. I was here, and 
I wentJafterwards out West-I was in the volun­
teers then-and I found that a great many of the 
volunteers who had been induced to le tVe Bris­
bane to go W eRt in connection with the shearer's 
strike-and I can give the hon. memlJer the 
name" of men who will say the sD,me thing­
that if they had kncwn the circumstances of the 
case before they left Brisbane as they did after 
their arrival in the West, they would never have 
gone. And the same thing may happen in connec­
tion with this very contingent. Wllen they arrive 
at Capetown they will very likely hear something 
very different from what has appeared in the news­
papers her<>, and they will say, "I am very sorry I 
left Queensland; I am very sorry ind<>ed that I had 
anything to do with this jingoism." And there 
is nothing to force them to go and fight, and it 
will be simply this-the whole of our £30,000 ur 
£40,000 will be spent on nothing. I mention 
this to show that the Premier in bringing forward 
this motion went the wrong way about it. In 
section 177 of the Army Act it says that our 
Queensland colony can pass an Act to extend thP 
Army Act to the troops from the time they 
leave our coast to the time they arrive at Cape­
town. Why did not the hon. member go and 
do that? Simply b<·cause he did not know 
anything about it-the Ministry containing so 
many lawyers never knew anything about it, 
and the result is that we may spend £30,000 
or £40,000, and those men when they get to 
Capetown may just refuse to join the British 
troo~s at all. That is the only question I intend 
to ra1se now. I contend that the hon. member 
for Enoggera was perfectly justified in bringing 
up this question that our Defence Ferce is a 
force to defend our own shoree, and is not an 
aggressive force, as the hon. memher for Lnckyer 
would like it to be. That hon. member, 
judging by his speech, wants to declare war 
against the Transvaal himself. He mentioned the 
case of Stephanus J ones and some others. It is 
a most peculiar thing that Great Britain should 
know all about those things long before the hon. 
member knew anything about them and never 
declared war against the Transvaal, and the hon. 
member for Lockyer says we should go to war 
with the Boers on the qnestion at the present 
time. It is a most pecnliar thing that members 
of this HouAe should want to declare war against 
the Boers on questions which Great Britain has 
thought over seriously and carefully months and 
m"nths ago, and which has only just come before 
us now. I think we ought to stay where we are 
-;-~ think our Defenc;' :Force ought to stay where 
1t 1s. Our Defence Ji orce has a right to defend 

Qu6ensland against invaders and not act on the 
aggressive, and I am going to vote in favour of 
this amendment and against the motion. 

Jlilr. J ACKSON (Kennedy): As most !ton. 
members know, it was I who moved for the 
papers to be put on the table of the House-the 
papers relating to the Tran,vaal ; but I do not 
want hon. members to think that because I 
moved for the producLion of those }Japers I claim 
to be an authority on the present dispute in the 
Transvaal. I merely take the same interest as I 
suppose every hon. member tak~s in the matter, 
therefore I do not want it to be thought that I am 
in any way posing as asp< cial ex'pert in this matter. 
I must sav, that like a good many other hon. 
members,· I was greatly disappointed when I 
read this corresvondence and the copies of the 
documents referred to, because I expected to see 
there something that would give a clue as to how 
this proposal to send troops to assist the mother­
country in this possible war originated ; but 
there was nothing to show this in the corres­
pondence. There was a letter there from Colonel 
Gunter, but there is nothing to show how he got 
the offer which he communicated to the Premier. 
The Premier has stated that verbal offers have 
been made, but they must have been very few, 
ot.herwioe why has it been nece;sary for officers 
n± the Defence Force to go round the country 
and endeavour to raise the requisite number of 
men. 

The Ho~m SECRETARY : To enrol them. 
Mr. ,J ACKSON: 1.Ve have only to read through 

the corr<>spondence to see that an officer of the 
Naval Brigade asked men to volunteer for service 
in time of need. 

The PRI<cMIER: He was not instrncted to do so. 
Mr. J ACKSON : It is rather remarkable that 

an officer of theN avall3rigade should have taken 
this action if he had not receiver! instructions 
from the Chief Secrelary. 

The PREMIER: The Naval Brigade were very 
F"nxinus to serve, but their services were not 
required. ' 

~'he HOi\IE SECRETAI\Y: Hear, hear! 
Mr. JACKSON: I expected to see that when 

the Premier made this offer there would have 
been any amount of eYidence to sho" that men 
had volunteered, not in dozens or in ecore,, but 
in hundreds. \Ye have heard a great deal about 
the atrocities committe·l by the Boers in South 
Africa, and we have heard the lEader of the 
Opposition say that he did not believe the state­
ments a bout these atrocities. He s:tid that no 
true Britisher would stand quietly by and submit 
to these insults offered to himselt, to his wife, or 
to his children. Even if the>e statements regard­
ing these atrocities are true, have not far v.orse 
atrociti<'" been practised by the people of this 
colony in connection with the aboriginals, 
especially in the outside districts. But we must 
remember that there is some excuse for the Boers 
not dealing with kid-gloved hands with this matter. 
SeeitJg that tbe British are massing their troops 
on the frontier of the Transvaal country, we can­
not expect the Boers to be all milk and water­
when tht'ir country is threatened with invasion. 
Yesterday afternoon we heard a considerable 
amount o'f recent history from the hon. member 
for Lockyer in regard to this dispute. I do not 
propose to go back to ancient history' hut r 
intend to give a few extracts to show that there 
is another side to the qnesti~>n. The hon. mem­
ber for Lockyer quoted from a blue-book, which 
very few hon. members have seen. It only came 
out a few days ago, and since its advent it has 
been in the possession of only one or two hon. 
members, the majority of hon. members have 
not had any opportunity of perusing it. It 
is an ex parte staterr,ent, but e>>m admitting 
that all these grievances thap the hon. member 
quoted are true, that does not justify British 
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or colonial interference. The argument of 
the Home Secretary was that British interests in 
South Africa were paramount. That was getting 
to the kernel of the matter. No hon. member 
wonld attempt to argue that the BritiRh bad any 
right to interfere with the provisions of the C.m­
vention of 1884, or with the terms of the agree· 
ment the Briti>h madt' with the Boers after the 
war of 1880. Before dealing with any justifica­
tion by the British at the present time in this 
matter, we should consi,1er the position that the 
Transvaal occupied some twenty yran ago. I 
have here a book-not a blue-book-but a book 
written by Lady Bellail'b, the widow of General 
Bellairs, who was in charge of the British troops 
at Pretoria in the war (lf 1884. It is written in a 
very fair spirit, and we can take her te,timony 
as being impartial with regard to the Doers. 

Mr. GLASSEY : That is eightePn years ago. 
A great many things hav8 happened since. 

Mr. ,J ACKSON : From this book hon. 
members will see the character of the Boers 
t" enty year, ago, and we will see if there is any 
justification for calling them cowards and brutal. 

The SJWI\E'rARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: They 
have been charged with being brutal, not 
cowardly. 

Mr .• JAOKSON: They have been charged 
with being brutal, and to be brutal is to be 
cowardly. On page 4 the writer says-

The annexation of the '.Pransvaal was carried out in 
the early part rf ltj77, whr-n it seems to have been 
expected by the anthors of that act that the people 
wonld quickly become reconciled to the high-handed. 
change made to a Crown-colony form of gm'e1·nment-a 
form from which our colonies in Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, and at the Cape had for some time past d1a.kcn 
them~-~:.;lves free. The declarations made at the time by 
Sir 'rheophilm; Shepstone had led the -people to suppose 
that the withdrawal of their liberties was intended to 
be merely temporhry, and tha.t self. government \YOnld, 
in due course, follow a short transition period. How 
delusive were thP. promises thus held out, time plainly 
showed. High Commi.ssioners and Admirals were re­
placed by other men, and a Conserva,tive gave way to a 
Liberal Government in England, but the promised free 
in~titntions were still kept back. 
Now hon. members who read these words will 
see that the Briti,h Governmrnt p10mised the 
BoArs that they should have r present.ttive 
institutions, and they did not get those institu­
tion~. 

The SECHETARY POR PUBLIC LANDS : How 
long ago was that? 

Mr. JAOKSON: From 1877 to 1880 or 1881. 
The SF:cRE'rARY !<'OH PUBLIC LANDS : That's 

only three year d. The Boers want a person to 
live there for fourteen years before he can get 
any rights. 

Mr .• JACKSON: With regard to the character 
of the Boers, I will quote this-

The men who had by their courage and endurance 
gained posses:<~l(•n of the territory and had spread home­
steads, flocks, and herds over tbe land, who had, not­
withstanding !ill th.a~ has ?een averred to the contrary, 
manag1'd thmr affall's fairly well-sufficiently so for 
their wants, accord.ing to their lights-were now set 
aside and dei,med unfitted to have a voice in their own 
Government. 

Now, the immediate cause of the late war was 
unjust taxation. Unjust tnxation was levied 
an? that led to the revolt. On p~ge 47 th~ 
wnter says-

From the fnct of the Landdrost having finally revised 
his deeision and given judgment for £14. it would seem 
that the Government had tardily recognised their error 
to that extfmt. But, not satisfied with having put 3-Ir. 
Bezuidenhout to gn:''j,t unnecessary trouble, as '\Yell as 
expense in employing an attorney to resist a wrongful 
elaim, he was mulcted in costs-for proving that he was 
right. 

I may say that the claim of £28 was just double 
the amount they had a right to levy on this 
Boer farmer. · 

Mr. CowLEY: Their own laws were in force at 
that time. 

Mr. JACKSON: It was a Crown colony. 
Mr. Cowr.l!Y: Their own laws were retained, 

and their own men administered these laws. 
Mr. JACKSON: Just another short extract 

to show the character of the Boers 
[5 p.m.] as regards the conduct of the war 

of 1880-
Thus ended a succes~ful revolt. Although a few 

Boers had been unscrupulous, and here and there, to 
gain their ends, h::td employed means which c 1nilicted 
with the more civilised nsagetJ of modern war; and though 
ea~-,., of murder, or closely verging on murder occurred, 
y0t it mnst be conceded that rarely h·~s a general 
revolt of a vcople be~n carried to its end.with so few 
in::;tanc "' of cruelty exhibiting the ordinary darker 
shades of insurrect.ion. Their conduct, at least, will 
compare with that of any people during l'isings which 
have ta,ken pl:lce else 'here. 
Hon. members are awttee that after the war Sir 
Ev· lyn \Vood, who was th< n in command of the 
British forces in So nth Africa, made an agree­
ment with the Boers-

'i'he Boer leaders lu\.ving previously accepted tele­
graphs of 8th ancl 12th, except in two parts since 
abandoned, and having been acknowledged as leaUers 
by Sir Bvelyn Wood, have accepted the principle of 
suzerainty us defined by him-vir., that the country has 
entir,) self-government as regards its own interior 
aff:tirs, but that it cannot take aetion against, or with 
au ou!::'ide pmver, without perrnis1:lion of the suzerain. 

I >tsk the attention of hon. members now to this 
queqtion of suzeraiuty, in order to show that the 
British have no right whatever to interfere with 
the internal affairs of the Transvaal. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Neither 
had they in Aby"sini:t, but thc·y had a right to 
rescue their own subjects. 

1\fr. J ACKSON: Tho,ee were the terms made 
by Sir l£velyn \Vood at the time of the armistice, 
and in the convention of 1884 they were made 
more stringent that the British Government had 
no right to interfere in the internal affairs of the 
Dners. In order to justify British intervention­
! say nnthing about colonial intervention, because 
I e~pect hem. members on the other side will 
·.ay that the British have a right to interfere 
before they attempt to argue at all f'·S to the 
rights of the colonists to interfere. Let them 
show th 1,t the British have a right to interfere 
under the terms of the convention, because, if 
hon. members on the other side like to wipe out, 
with a wave of tbe hand, the convention of 1884 
and the armistice made with Sir }{velyn \Vood, 
and say that the British interests are paramount 
in South Afri<.:~-the Fame as the Home Seere­
tary said-·then it j,; all right. \Ve shall then 
know where we are. Bnt hon. members opposite 
have failed to show that under the con 1·ention 
of 1884 we have any right tu interfere. 

Mr. ANNEAR: \Ve saved them from being 
wiped out. on three occasions. 

Mr. 'ruRLEY : \Ve did nothing of the sort. 
Mr. J AOKSON : Let us suppose that these 

grievances of the Uitlanders which the hon. 
member for Lockyer read out give them just 
cause for complaint. Let us suppose it is unfair 
to refu.<g the Uitlanders the franchise, and that 
the dynamite monopoly is unjust-which pr'.'­
bably it is-and that the tariff of the conntry 1s 
unfair, as in my opinion a protective tariff 
alwavs is-and I wa~ rather surprised at the 
hon. "member for Lockyer objecting to the pro­
tective tariff that the Doers have, seeing that the 
hon. member is a well-known protectionist. Let 
us admit that the railway rates are unfair, 
and the qnest.ion of white labour or coloured 
labour, and the fact of the Govemmerit having 
made arrangements for not letting buildings to 
the mi'ners. Let us suppose theFe are all geniline 
grievances. But are they not all.internal affairs? 
How is any foreign country outside Africa 
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affected by anything that I have mentioned? 
We know, of course, that under one of the 
articles of the convention the Transvaal Govern­
ment must not make any arrangements with any 
outside nation which would be likely to interfer'e 
with Britain's interests in South Africa· but 

· will anyone c0ntend that the franchise and the 
dynamite mon.opoly, or any of those things, 
affect any foreign power, or affects the interests 
of Great Britain? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Those are only a 
part of the grievances. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : They go to make up the 
whole. 

Mr. JAOKSON: Then, again, it is a rather 
singular thing that the British Government i8 not 
willing to submit any of these troubles or dis­
putes to arbitration. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. JAOKSON: We find the Transvaal 

Government even now-at the last moment­
saying, "We are willing to submit our case to 
arbitration." The British Government appear 
to only recognise the principle of arbitration just 
when it suits themselves. Two years ago the 
Transvaal Government proposed to atbitrate in 
connection with the Aliens Exclusion Bill but 
~he British Government were not willing. Look­
mg at what then transpired, it seems to me that 
when tbe Transvaal Government asked the 
suzerain power to arbitrate in connection with 
th.at matter, that th~y made a fair request. I 
y.'Ill not occupy the trme of the House by reading 
rt, but I havE' here, in the "Politician's Note­
book," a despatch from the Transvaal Govern­
ment, in which, I contend, tbey make out a 
remarkably good case as to why they should be 
allowed to shut out aliens. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Wby don't 
you go and help them? 

Mr. J AOKSON: I am not ofthe same military 
disposition, perhaps, as the hon. gentleman but 
it is rather singular that those gentlemen' who 
are so anxious to send troops are not going over 
themselves. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear hear I 

Mr. J AOKSON : We are not partic~larly 
anxious to go and fight. It is the hon. members 
on the other side. Th~y ":ant to fight by proxy, 
as some hon. member mteJected the other night. 
. Mr. TURLEY : The Secretary for Agriculture 
Is an officer. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. JAOKSON: I wish to point out-and it 

would have been a justification for my reading 
the despatch-the courteous langnage of the de­
spa~ch. Reading the despatch of the South 
Afrrcan Republic to the British Government 
and the despatch, in reply, of the British Govern­
ment, while I do not profess to be much of a 
grammarian, I am struck with the correct and 
courteous language of the former. Some people 
represent the Beers as an ignorant race. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: So they are, as a race. 
Mr. JAOKSON: I venture to contradict the 

h<m. me'!'ber. As a race they are not ignorant. 
I was gomg to quote from Lady Bellairs' book 
on that v~ry point. Leaving that on one side 
however-I will not read the despatch now-~ 
but I .want to show. that t)rey rr;ade out a good 
case m favour of mterfermg with the aliens 
but the British Government refused to let them' 
iust the san:e as 'Ye in Queensland attempted t~ 
!nterfere w_rt~ ahen labonr. There was a big 
Influx of cr1mmals and paupers into the Trans­
vaal during the gold rush, and the Transvaal 
Government cla.ililed the right to shut out those 
aliens. The British Government said "No 1 
You shall not do it. It is a breach of the conven: 
tion." Under the htw of nations the Transvaal 
Government claimed that, in spite of the con­
vention, they had the right to shut out these 

aliens. They claimed that they had the right­
which every country has-to s-overn themselves, 
and they proposed to submit the question to 
arbitration. They proposed that the President 
of the Swi's Republic should appoint a juror to 
arbitrate in the matter, but the British Govern­
ment--! may say in its usnal high-handed style­
refused to accept that offer of arbitration, in the 
same way as they now refuse to arbitrate. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: "What is the date of the 
despatch you refer to? 

Mr. ,T AOKSON: The magazine only came to 
our library on the 7th October, 1899, so that it 
is up to date, but the despatch is two years old. 
It may sound presumptuous for me to express an 
opinion on the matter, seeing that we are so far 
away, but my opinion is that if the British 
Government had only kept tbeir hands off the 
Boers these matters would easily have settled 
themselves within another generation, probably 
within less than another generation. Having 
regard to the fact that there will be inter­
marriages among the people in the Transvaal, 
and that the rising generation of Boers are 
bound to havA different opinions from those 
entertained by the old stock, we may be sure that 
thrse matters would be decently settled within 
a very few years. But, in my opinion, the real 
object of the British Government is not so much 
to redre3s the grieva,nces of the Uitlanders as 
to get possession of the Transvaal, in order to 
pave the way for a So nth African Confederation. 
That may be right enough if hon. members argue 
in that way, but why not admit that the British 
Government have no right to interfere with the 
Boers under the convention of 1884? I could 
understand hon. members contending that 
British interests are paramount in South Africa, 
that Briti'h subjects and British capital, particu­
larly British cttpital, should be protect€d and 
encouraged, and that British subjects would 
make a better use of the Transvaal, both as 
regards farming and pastoral pursuits, and 
develop its resources better than the Beers, just 
as the Boers have made a better use of the 
resources of the country than the natives did. 
I could understand argnments of that character. 
But will hon. members oppo,ite argue in that 
way? If that is what hon. members believe let 
them argue in that way, and we will answer 
them. 

Mr. ARMS~'RONG : It is entirely apart from the 
question, at any rate. 

Mr. JAOKSON: We have heard the Home 
Secretary argue in that way, that British in­
terests are paramount, though I admit that he 
put forward the argument very quietly_ And in 
reply to an interjection by the hon. member for 
vVide Bay the same hem. gentleman said we are a 
dependency of the mother country, and ought to 
take up some of the responsibilities of the 
];mpire. What did the hon. gentleman meo.n? 
Was he referl'ing to Imperial federation? Does 
the hon. gentleman say, "Let us have a great 
Imperial federation; we are members of one 
empire, and let us share in the responsibilities of 
the mother country?" If we were members of 
an Imperial federation I could understand the 
justification of our participating in the wars of 
the mother country, because then we should have 
a voice in the declaration of war. But we have 
no voice in thie quarrel, and we are courting the 
interference of foreign powers by interfering with 
the Boers as the Government now propose. Pro­
fe>Bor Gold win Smith, in his book on "Canada 
and the Canadian Question," riclicules the idea 
of Imperial federation, and shows how absurd 
it is. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGIUCULTURE : His ridi­
cule does not settle the question. 
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Mr. JAOKSON: His argument settles it. 
Has the hon. gentleman read the book? I think 
that anyone reading the chapter on Imperial 
federation will give up the dream of Imperial 
federation, not only in our time, but in anybody 
else's time. Goldwin Smith mentions in that 
book that a treaty of neutrality was proposed 
between Louig XIV. and James II., under 
which, in the event of the mother country going 
to war, the colonies were to stand out of it; they 
were to be considered neutrals. Goldwin Smith 
remarks that the treaty pointed true, and that 
is the position we ought to take up as long ae we 
are, as self-governing colonies, dependencies of 
the Crown, and have no voice in Imperial mat­
ters. 

The ATTORNEY· GENERAL: Let the Empire be 
humiliated, and where shall we be? 

Mr. JAOKSON: In reply to the hon. gentle­
man, I say if we keep our troops here, and do 
not go interfering in outside quarrels, we shall 
not be interfered with. I was rather astonished 
at the suggestion made yesterday afternoon by 
the hon. member for Croydon-that instead of 
sending troops we ought to vote a sum of money 
to assist the old country in the Transvaal. I 
take exception to such a suggestion. 

Mr. BROWNE : I said it would be a more 
ensible thing. 

Mr. J AOKSON : The hon. member said it 
would be a more sensible proposal. I should 
certainly object to a proposal of that sort. 
Supposing the old country were at war with 
Germany, would the hon. member for Lockyer, 
in whose constituency there are a great number 
of Germans, support. a vote of £30,000 or 
£50,000 to assist the old country against 
Germany ? I do not think so. If he did his 
constituents would have something to s:.y to him 
at the next election. I take exception to our 
interference in this Transvaal matter in auy 
shape ot· form, except as private individuals. 
As private individuals let us do what we can to 
assist the mother country if she is engaged in a 
righteous dispute and requires our assistance. 
In that case it would be our duty, as members of 
the same race, rfr, if you like, as members of the 
same grand Empire-because I believe 1t is a 
grand Empire-I believe it is one of the greatest 
Empires that has ever existed--

MEMBERS on the Government side : Let us 
show it. 

Mr. J AOKSON : It is because I believe in 
the greatness of this Empire that I would not 
like to do anything that wonld tend to sully or 
tarnish its name. 
ME~IB!mS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: I wish to say a few 

worde before this amendment is disposed of, and 
I shall not detain the House long. I do not 
think the House is <iisposed to listen to speeches 
of two or three hours' duration, more parti­
cularly as they consist of facts obtained from 
blue-books, most of them mouldy. 

Mr. AmrSTRONG : Not one single fact that l 
gave was mouldy. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST: A good many that 
I listened to htst night bore the stamp of being >f 
a very old character, but I shall not discuss that 
point now; it is not good enough. I think the 
time is past when the question of our sending 
troops to the Transvaal eau be considered on its 
merits. 

Mr. DAWSON: Whose fault is that? 
HoN. E. B. FORRES'l' : I am not going 

to discuss that just now, but I say that, whether 
rightly or wrongly, the country is committed to 
the troops going to the Transvaal, and the House 
is called upon now either to ratify ol' repudiate 
the action of the Government in the matter. 

That is really the position, and nobody knows 
that better than my hon. friend the leader of the 
Opposition. 

Mr. DAWSON : No, that is not so; what we 
are called upon to do is to resent the action of 
the Government. 

Ho:<. E. B. FORREST : The question is how 
that should be done, but I say the most impor­
tant question before the House now is the ques­
tion of ratifying or repudiating the action of the 
Premier. Much as I disapprove of that action, 
no vote of mine shall be given to repudiate it. I 
am here to ratify it, as the conntry is pledged to 
the sending of these troops to South Africa. The 
last thing we should think of is repudiation, and 
there is no getting away from the fact that, 
rightly or wrongly, the country is pledged to the 
sending of these troops to the Transvaal, and so 
far as members of this House are concerned it is 
their duty to ratify the action of the Premier, 
even if they do not believe in it .. 

MEMBEI!S of the Opposition : No, no! 
HoN. E. B. JfORREST: There is no doubt 

whate\ er that the country is pledged to it by the 
action of the Premier. At the same time I say 
that the action of the Government is one that 
should be considered by the House. Tha.t is to 
say, as to whether they should have made the 
offer at the time they did. I think this : That 
the offer, whenever it was made, should have 
been accompanied by the customary saving 
clause-that r.it was subject to ratification by 
Parliament. • 

Ho!WURABLE MEiiiBERS : Hear, hear! 
HoN. E. B. J<'ORRES'r: The introduction of 

those three or four words would have saved all 
the trouble we have had for the last three or four 
days. I cannot see why they should not have 
gone in-not necessarily to .Mr. Chamberlain, 
though there would be no harm in senrling the 
offer in that form to him-and if the offer h 1.d 
been framed in that particular way all the bother 
we have had for the last few days would have 
been at an end. 

HoNOUI!ABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
HoN. K B. FORREST: We have heard a 

good deal from the Premier as to the question of 
emergency. In my judgment the emergency has 
never arisen, and it has not arisen yet. It has 
not, It is all nonsense to say that any emergency 
had arisen, and that it was neceosary to send this 
offer on the lO.th of ,July last.· It did not exist. 
'rhe other colonies did not make the offer. They 
are only making it now, and that is any amount 
of time for the purposes connected with the offer 
on the score of emergency, and it was a distinct 
blunder for the Government to have made it at 
the time they did. I am not discussing the 
question now as to whether the troops should be 
sent to the Transvaal or not, but as to whether 
the offer should have been made to the Imperial 
Government to send them at the time it was 
made by the Premier. I say it was not necessary 
that it shonld be made then at all ; and when 
Parliament met. in September it could have been 
made then, and it would have been in ample 
time. 

Mr. STEW ART : And you are going to back np 
the Premier ? 

HoN. E. B. FOR RES I' : Since I have been in 
this House I have heard, day after day, no end 
of discussion as to the privileges of Parliament. 
What are the privileges of Parliament if the 
Premier can give Parliament away in one act 
without any reference to Parliament at all? 

Mr. STEWAR'r: And yet you support him ! 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: The privileges of 

Parliament have been invaded hy the Premier's 
action. I say so deliberately. l have heard one 
time after another of the privileges of Parlia­
ment, and if there is anything that Parliament 
should contr•Jl it is big questions of this kind. 
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HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: I do not approve in 

any sense of the actiun of the Premier in offering· 
to send troops to the Transvaal at the time he 
did-assuming that it is the proper thing to send 
them at any time. I am not discussing that now, 
but confining myself to the question whether he 
should or should not have offered to send troops 
to the Transvaal at the particuhr time he did. 
Coming to the amendment of the leader of the 
Opposition, I do not hesitate to say that in its 
present form I will not support it. 

Mr. DAWSON: Why? 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: Becfluse, to tell you 

the hone,,t truth, I consider it is prccctic~lly a 
contradiction of term~. Yon see by the amend­
ment you disapprove of troops being sent to the 
Transvaal. Pmctically, in so many words, that 
is what it is boiled down. 

Mr. DAWSON: No, it does not s,,y that. 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: Then in the same 

resolution moved by the Premier as it stands it 
really says that troops should be sent. In the 
one resolution, if it ie amended as proposed, you 
will say in the first part that the troops sbould 
not go, it is a most improper tbing, and so forth, 
anrl in the next part it is 'aid that. they should go. 

Mr. GIVENS: \Ve can amend the resolution 
furtber on. 

Ho:\'. J;j, B. I<'ORREST: I han' lookrd it from 
end to end, and l see no further on in it. Then 
is not the slighte~t dnubc that with this amend­
ment you will have the two case,; presented-the 
suggeEtion that it is the proper thing to send 
troops to Lhe Transvaal, and also the suggestion 
that it is an impropor thing to send them. \Vhn 
is to decide? It will lead to no end of difficul­
tie• should flnything arise out of it, and I do not 
hesitate to say I am not willing to support i he 
amendment for those reasons. 

Mr. HIGGS: \Vould yonsnpportit in any form? 
The HOME SECRETARY : J<'ishing for votes. 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: Yes, you are in a 

hurry to know what I would do. I have not got 
up here to object to everything or to s><y any­
thing about w~at I wonld do. Do yon si1ppose 
that I am afraid to say what I would do? I will 
tell ye u what I would do. It is this: Had the 
amendment been moved in another form such as 
this, by the leader of the Oppo,ition, I should 
have felt called upoti to support it. 

Mr. KIDSTON : An hone't Glonfesoion. 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: I would prop"He to 

allow the resolution to stand as it is, but I would 
be inclined to add these words : "Tbe House 
regret,~ that the constitutional methorl of making 
the offer, subject to rfltification by Parliament, 
was not adopted." I should have been prepared 
to support that. 

MEMBERS on the Opposition side : Move it. 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: it is not my business 

to move it now. I do not want to take the 
bu,"iness ont of the hands of the leader of the 
Opposition. He is in charge of the amendment 
at present, and I have not th• slightest desire to 
jump his claim. I was not consulted about the 
present amendment. The first I heard of it was 
when it was moved, and I C<mfess I fell into the 
same mistake with respect to it as the Premier 
did. The Premier said he did not gather the 
exact extent and meaning of it until after tea, 
and I confess that until :Mr. Bell brought over a 
C'lpy of it about 8 o'clock I did not catch the 
whole of it, but then I saw what it "as. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Hear, hear! 
Mr. DAWSON: Oh, oh! 
HoN. E. B. ]'ORREST: I say J do think it 

would be correct to say that the House regrets 
that the constitutional method of making the 

offer subject to the ratification of Parliament 
was not adopted. With that addition, the 
resolution is one which-I will not say many, but 
which some m em hers on this side would be prepared 
to agree to, becm1se they do not believe any more 
tb:>n I do that the action of the Premier was on 
strictly constitutional grounds. I have told him 
so over and over again, privately and publicly, 
and I tell him here n•1w that I consider there 
was no necessity for the offer to be made to the 
Imperial Government at the time it was made. 

1\Ir. DAWSON: The Premier's motion embodies 
two questiOns. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST: Unfortunately your 
amendment does, too. 

1\Ir. DAWSON: N"; my >tmenclment confines 
it l:o one-the constitutional question, 

HoN. E. B. :FORREST: 'l'he amendment 
practically introduces two questions into the 
Premier's resolution, one stating that it is an 
improper thing thr,t the troop' should go, and 
the other that it is a proper thing. There is no 
doubt about that, and the hon. gentleman in 
calmer moments wonld see that I am correct. I 
am not grumbling at the right of the leader of the 
Opposition to put the amendment in any form 
he likes, but if I had framed the amendment 
it would have been in the form which I have 
indic ctcd, find in that form it would have got 
sPme snppc,rt on this side from members who 
take the same objection to the tlction of the 
Premier th .t I do, and the same objection that 
members on the oth•'r side take. I have not got 
up hero for the purpose of harassing the Gnv<ern­
ment in any form. ThPre is no de~ire on my 
part to do it. I do not think there sbnnld be a 
desire on a11y body else's p~rt to do it. After all 
it is not to my mind a questi< n of the life or 
de:dh of the :Ministry. There are many other 
questionc to come on which n.ight involve their 
life or dea' h with verv much more force than 
thic. That is my opini;m, though many members 
on the other side, I know, do not take that view. 

Mr. DA WSD:\': \V e don't want to kill th,,m, 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: That is your own busi­

ness, bnt I say deliberately I do not want to harass 
them. They have accepted the amendrr:ent 
before the HonHe as a want of confidence motion, 
find it is a matt8r for themselves v. het her they 
wuuld accept the a,nendrnent I hare suggested 
as a want of confidence motion or not. l do not 
know. I never asked about it or consulted 
anyone about it, and I have never asked anyone 
to vote for it or af(ainst it. So far as I am con­
cerned I think the time has pflssed for us to 
consider the question of sending trcops to the 
Transvaal on its merits, becanse the Premier has 
committed the country to it. I am prepared to 
say that he imr,roper:y committed tbe country to 
it, but I say that notwithstanding that fact the 
duty of this House is to confirm thv,t action and 
save repudiation. 

HoNOURABLE Mm!BERS: Hear, hear ! 
1\Ir. GHOOM:: When I came into this Cham­

ber yesterday afternoPn I came prepared to vote 
for ;ending a contingent of troops to the Trans­
vaal. Therefore the course of action I am going 
to take on this amendment is perfectly dis­
interested, and it has been arrived at after very 
careful consideration of the whole facts of the 
case. I carry my mind b>tck to the year 1887, 
when Sir Samuel Griffith was Premier of Queens­
land, and the Hon. B. D. Morehead leader of 
the Oppo3ition. I r• mind the House that there 
were papers then laid on the table which com­
mitted the colony for ten years to pay a subsidy 
of from £13,000 t<e £15,000 for the Australasian 
Auxiliary Squadron. I remember the outcry 
which was raised not only in this Chamber but 
thronghout Queensland fit the Premier going to 
London to attend the Colonial Conference, and 
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there committing this colony to such an expendi­
ture without the consent or the knowledge of Par­
liament. Those are fact;; which are well known to 

hon. members, and the consequences 
5·30 p.m. which followed are p< rfectly well 

known. So strong was the feeling in 
the Chamber that I)O one could say at the time 
what the consequences would be. It is perfectly 
certain that it formed the groundwork of the 
policy of the National party that came into being 
in the following year, 1888. As the leader of tha·t 
party, Sir T. Mcllwraith asked the electors not 
to support a Government which had committed 
such an act in London without asking the advice 
of Parliament and without consulting the people; 
and the result was that he was returned with a 
large majority against the Government which 
had committed that act in London. 

The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: Not on that ground. 
Mr. GROOM: Do not let there be any mis­

understanding about it. There are members 
now sitting on the other side of the House who 
went to the country in 1888, and denounced Sir 
Samuel Grifiith for having made that compact in 
London over the heads of the Parliament and 
the people of the colony. 

Mr. J. HA)JILTON: That was only one com­
plaint out of fifty. 

Mr. GROOM: I am only mentioning thia to 
show that what we are asked to do now is no 
new thing. Of course, if hon. members on mther 
side of the House object to such a course of 
action, they have a perfect right to do so. I 
only ask them to luok at all the circumstances of 
the case, and find out whether this Parliament 
has on any previous occasion been committed 
in any similar way. The first thing the House 
did on its assembling was to criticise the action 
of Sir Samuel Griffith. 

The AT'l'OltNEY-GE"'ERAL: Not the first tlnng. 
Mr. GROOM: I would r.mind the hon. 

gentleman that the hon. member, Mr. Annear, 
in moving the adoption of the AddrC'>S in Reply, 
in one of the characteristic speeches for which 
he is noted, w bile endorsing the general policy of 
the Government, was constrained to admit that 
that particular action of Sir Samuel Griilith was 
one which he could not endor.,e. I give the hon. 
member credit for sincerity of conviction on that 
occasion, and there were other membero sitting 
behind the Government who said they could not 
endorse it, although when it ca,me to a fight they 
were quite prepared to support the Government. 

The TrtEASURER: They accepted it after­
Witrds. 

Mr. GROOM: Because they were convinced 
that the honour of the colony had been com­
mitted to the Imperial Government. I take the 
view of the hon. member for North Brisbane, 
that the Premier, having committed the honour 
of the colony in making the offer, I, as as a repre­
sentative of the people, would not go back on 
the Premiers word. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The members who 
opposed it did so on the grounds of those who 
are opposing now. They believed it would 
humiliate the Government. 

Mr, DAWSON: You are entirely wrong thet·e. 
Mr. GROOM: The Attorney. General was in 

the House at the time, and is quite competent to 
give what he considers his verdict of the affair. 
What I am pointing out is that Sir Samuel 
Griffith'saction in London was therootandorigin 
of the National party. The hon. gentleman 
must know perfAct.Jy well that it was what was 
called Sir Samuel Griffith's imperialism which 
led to the establishment of that party. There 
were pamphlets issued galore at the timr calling 
attention to that gentleman's imperialism. This 
very act of his in connection with the Australian 
Auxiliary Squadron-which we now consider the 
right thing to have done under the circum-

stances-was )JUt prominently before the electors 
in Sir T. Mcllwraith's appeal to the electors. 
As we all know, that appeal was successful, and 
there are members now sitting on the other side 
of the House who obtained their seats on that 
occasion by endorsing Sir T. Mcllwraith's policy. 

The SECRE1'AHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Were 
you not a follower of Sir 1'. Mcllwraith a short 
time before? 

Mr. GROOM: 'fhat has nothing to do with 
this particular q ue•tion. If the hon. gentleman 
wants any information on the subject, l will give 
it to him at the proper time. I say that history 
repeats itself. On that occasion the House 
expressed its disapprobation, and the people 
spoke with no uncertain voice auout it. As far 
as the preB•mt movement is concerned, I think, 
with other hon. members, that the right course 
would have been for the Premier to have 
made the offer, subject to the approval of 
Parliament. 

Tha A'l'TORNEY-GENERAL: That was under­
stood all along. It could not be carried out 
without the sanction of Parliament. 

Mr. GROOM : I have read the correspondence 
carefully from beginning to end, and the con­
clusion I came to is that immediately on the re­
ceipt of the letter horn the Commandant in July 
last, the hon. gentleman made an offer of troops 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
but r.othing was said in that message to Mr. 
Chamberlain that the offer was made subject to 
the approval of Parliament. Is the Premier 
aware that when that offer wa•< made the Agent­
Gerwr >1 in London, Sir Horace Tozer, was inter­
viewed on the subject, and that reports of the 
interview appeared in certain of the London 
newspapers? Do•_s he know further that Sir 
Horace Tozer subsequently asserted that he had 
been misrepresented by the interviewers, that 
words had been put into his mouth which he had 
never uttered? Sir Horace Tozer felt impelled 
to reply to tbose misrepresentntions, and here is 
the correction which he sent to the 1'irnes news­
paper, and which I will read to the House. He 
so,ys :--

1. Concerning the cost of contingent, I merely re­
marked that if the Imperial Government desired a 
larger number of mounted infantry from the Queens­
lanU Defence :Force than those now offered. to be sent 
aud paid for by the colony, they could doubtleslB obtain 
them on cou~enting to pay the expense. 

2. The description of the per"onnel of the men related 
more closely to the selected number than to every 
soldier in this branch of ihe service. 

3. rrill recently I had two sons in the mounted 
infantry. ).1y observations as to probable service now 
only applied to the survivor. 

4. 'l'o the question of policy I stated that the offer 
would be loyally and patriotically endorsed by the 
majority of the people. 

The HoME SECl\ETARY: And so it has been. 
The SECRETARY l!'OR PUBLIC LANDS : That is a 

fact, at any rate. 
Mr. GROOM: He goes on to say-
But that if there wae any criticism sueh would only 

emanate (1) from a section who would probably object 
to Au.:::trala ..... ia's interference in any Imperial disputes 
outside thei'r own territory, and (2) from our Irish 
colonists, who, numbering about 23 per cent. of the 
total population, may follow the .. lead given here and 
contend that the redress of IriBh "grievnnces" should 
precede the enforcement of the claims of the Uit­
landers. 

The PREi\IIER: That is Sir Horace Tozer's 
own view. 

Mr. McDoNALD : He is your own officer. 
Mr. GROOM: Well, let me finish my quo­

tation:-
Beyond the mere narrati-..;re I dill not desire to offer 

any comments upon the \Visdom of either policy. 
That is the opinion of the Agent-General in 
London. And really as I read it I can hardly 
conceive that an officer of the Government of 
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Queensland should even dabble in affairs of that 
kind at all, because he is there 16,000 miles 
away frnm this Chamber, and it is remark­
able how very soon a man in England gets 
out of touch with the opinions of the colony 
and how difficult it is for him to express 
opinions upon contemporane,ms events becau&e 
he does not know what is happening here, and 
does not really know the opinions of those who 
have to deal with the affairs of government. 
Therefore I say the opinion of the Agent­
General on que•tions of policy as affecting this 
colony are of little value, and that he would 
have shown a wiser discretion in informing his 
interviewer that he preferred to await instruc­
tions from his Government before he consented 
to speak. I do not hesitate to tell the House 
that last night I went carefully over the debate 
which took place in 1887. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR PUBLIC LANDS: What 
about this debate? 

Mr. BROWNE : Why do you not listen to this 
debate? 

Mr. GROOM: I am coming to that. I want 
hon. gentlemen to observe the lesson of 1887, 
with regard to the Premier in England over­
riding Parliament, committing the colony to an 
enormous expenditure, and then coming out and 
asking Parliament to consent to it. I e~ay that 
the arguments ad vauced then are equally as 
strong ~.nd equally a• powerful to-day, and one 
would have thought that that lesson taught in 
1887 would have had some effect in influencing 
subsequent Premiers in taking such important 
action without the consent of Parliameu t. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Was he not justified 
by events? 

Mr. GROO::YI: What is the nse of Parliament., 
1f we are not to be consulted? It was 'aid ]agt 
night that occasions might arise when the 
Execntive, represented by the Premier-and Sir 
Samuel Griffith contended that the Premier was 
virtnally the Executive of the Cabinet-might 
find it necessary to bind the colony to a 
particnlar bargoin. 

Hon. E. B. FORRE31' : Do you believe that? 
Mr. GROOM: No, I do not; but I say that 

there may be matters of more domestic concern, 
involving no great principle, where it is necessary 
for the Premier to act on the epur of the moment, 
and enter into transactions that may be abso­
lutely necessary. There is an instance of that 
reported in the paper to-night, in which the 
Secretary for Agriculture has entered into a 
bargain with the steamship company, and under­
taken to pay £2,500 a year fur the first year, and 
.£1,000 a year for two subseqnent years, for the 
carriage of certain produce. He has not obtained 
the consent of Parliament; but I have no 
doubt that when the matter comes before Parlia­
ment we will endorse the "ction that has 
been taken. But that is a matter of domestic 
policy as affectin'( the internal affairs of the 
colony, while in this case what are we asked to 
do? We are positively asked, in ;pite of the Act 
passed in 1891, which had in view a contingency 
such as this, "'nd specially guarded against send­
ing troops out of the colony without the consent 
of Parliament, to consent to an offer which the 
Premier has made to send troops beyond the 
borders of the colony. The Premier has cnm­
mitted the colony to an expenditure of £32,000 
for the purpose of entering into a quarrel with a 
people in whom we have n0t the slightest intere"t 
whatever. I have as much sympathy with the 
Uitlanders and their grievances as any other 
member here present. 

The ATTORNl"Y-GENERAL: Their case may be 
ours t0-morrow. 

Mr. GROOM: No, I think the circumstances 
are entirely different. 'fhere is not the slightest 
comparison whatever between the difficulties 

ocourring in these colonies of Australia and the 
difficulties in the Transvaal Republic. I read 
the monthly letters appearing in the newspaper3 
which give details of what is going on in the 
Transvaal, and, like the hon. memberfor Lockyer, 
we have access to the English blue-books and 
papers like the London Times, which has able 
correspondents in Natal, Dtirban, Johannesburg, 
Pl'etoria, Capetown, and other places, and 
which supply the latest informatirm in regard to 
Transvaal affairs. From the,,e reports any man 
can gather together a fair idea of what is going 
ou. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC LA:<!DS : All these 
telegrams, according to the leader of the Opposi­
tion, are concoctionR. 

Mr. DAWSON: No, I did not say so. 
Mr. GROOM: May I inform the Secretary 

for Lands that I am talking of the ordinary 
letters headed "from our own correspondent," 
which appear in the Times newspaper, and I 
think it will be admitted, however much we may 
throw doubt-and at times there is good reason 
for doubt---upon the cablegrams which appear in 
the daily papers, yet that is not altogether the 
fault of those who conduct newspapers. I have 
had cablegrams delivered to me in such a 
mutilated condition that it would be utterly 
impo,;sible to make anything like inte\ligible 
Engli,h cut of them, and sometimes the news­
p·t!JBl' .man in charge of that particular depart­
ment of the paper has to exercise a very 
consid<'rable amount of ingenuity and skill, and 
must have a very intimate knowledge of the 
country from which the cablegram comes, and of 
the events tranRpiring there, in order to give to 
the public anything like a correct account of the 
cablegrams which are received, and it is quite 
possible that he may often make mistakes. But 
in the case I speak of no such difficulty can 
arise, becau"e what I refer to are the deliberate 
writings of the able men whom the 1'imes is 
known to employ. I say then that any reader 
of the Times can find out the general condition 
of the Uithnders of the 'fransvaal. While I 
am, as I "ay, in full sympathy with them, 
one cannot but acknowledge that the Boers 
have their rights as well. The Transvaal 
is a very rich country. It has been esti­
mated since the pre.,ent trouble bei!an, that 
the amount of gold taken out of the Transvaal 
during 18fl9 came to 5,000,000 oz. Let us con­
template for a moment the amount of weallh in 
the country ! A writer in the Times absolutely 
st.:ttes that in the Transvaal minres there is stone 
in view which is e:1lcnlated to produce 70,000,000 
oz. That will give us some idea of the richness 
of the country. Therefore, if a man like Pre­
sii!ent Kruger informs the Americans that the 
reason why the British want to fight is, that 
they want to take po>session of the goldfields of 
the country, he is entitled to his opinion. 

The PREMIER: Then vou think that volunteers 
should not be sent? " 

Mr. GROOM: The hon. gentleman knows 
exactly what I said. I have already intimated 
in the earlier part of my remarks the course I 
intend to take, and what I came yesterday 
expressly to vote for. I am going to vote fM 
what the hon. gentleman has done, but like the 
hon. !llember for Brisbane North, Mr. ]'arrest, 
I do not think he went the right way about it. 
I shall express the views I hold by voting for 
the amendment of the leader of the Opposition, 
and if the hon. gentleman's motion corneR to a 

. vote I shall vote for it simply because I think he 
has committed Queensland just in the same way 
that Sir Samuel Griffith did in 1887. That was 
done in my opinion unconstitutionally. I believe 
the Premier has acted now unconstitutionally, 
but, rather than see the colony suffer by the 
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unconstitutional act of its Premier, 1 shall vote 
for the motion propoFed by the hon. gentleman 
at the head of the Government. 

lVIr. ANN EAR : I do not rise to reply to the 
hon. member for Toowoomba. I think that this 
is the time when we ohould discuss, not only the 
amendment, but the general question. I 
thoroughly agree \Vith the hun. n1ember for 
North Brisbane, Mr. ]'arrest, that it is no use 
making speec:1es of two or three hours' duration 
discussing the "mendment. The quAstion now 
before the Home is-Shall we ratify the offer 
made by the Government to send the contingent 
to the Tran;vaal, or shall we reject it? 

~Ir. DAWSON: WiLhout the com;eut of 
Parliament. 

Mr. ANN EAR: If the hon. the leader of the 
Labour Opposition will only wait a little while, 
I shall have the ple11sure of answering him. 
Before doing so I wish to s:ty a few words with 
regard to the remarks ma<1e by the hon. nwmber 
for Kennedy. The hon. member was very brave 
this afternoon. He talked 2bout the great 
Empire of which he is a member. I come to this 
Hou;;e and speak about the great Empire of which 
I am a very bumble member, and 1 give phce to 
no m•n in the pride 1 feel at being a mEmber of 
that Empire. 

Mr. DAwsoN: Don't monopoiise all the prid£. 
Mr. ANNEAR: But the hon. member, like 

other hon. members we heard yesterday, if we 
are to judge by their conduct, would like to see 
that Empire crumble to pieCP.S, , 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, hear! 
lVIr. ANNEAR: They want a republic, where 

they murder a President about every six mouths. 
(Loud Opposition hughter.) \Ve have seen, 
from the conduct of hon. members opposite 
lately, that their sympathies go with men who 
carry out deeds of that nature. 

MEli!BERS of the Opposition: No, no! 
lVIr. ANNEAR : I trust I can discuss this 

question dispassionately. (Loud Opposition 
laughter.) 

Mr. ANNEAR: I wish now to reply to the 
leader of the Labour Opposition. I will give 
him a little information. I am confident that 
!JO per cent. of the people of this colony, if put 
to the vote to·morrow, would raLify the passing 
of the resolution as proposed by the Premier. 
(Opposition laughter.} 

Mr. DAWSON: Be merciful. 
lVIr. ANN EAR : And not 150 miles from this 

House this afternoon the citizens of a con­
stituency not represented by members on this 
side of the House, but by members on the other 
side of the House, have put down in hard cash 
£150 to insure the lives of the volunteers who are 
to go to South Africa. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : He11r, 
he11r! 

Mr. ANNEAR: And I am confident that the 
electors of Charters Towers would contribute ten 
times that amount, if required, to insure the 
lives of the loyal men who will leave that town 
to redress the wrongs of their fellow-countrymen 
in that distant country. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. ANNEAR: I must congratulate the hon. 
member for Lockyer on the able and most 
telling speech he delivered in ti1is House bst 
evening. 

Mr. LESINA: All blue-book. 
lVIr. ANN EAR: It was a speech that was 

required to let the people of this colony see how 
those of our own blood and of our own race are 
treated by the Government of which Oom 
Kruger is the President. The l;on. the leader 
of the Labour Opposition--

lVIr. DAWSON: Be merciful. 

Mr. LESINA: Deal tenderly with him. 
lVIr. ANNEAR: The hon. member has not a 

high opinion of the Press; but the metropolitan 
Press has been very kind to him. But the 
metropolit"'u press, and one paper in particular, 
to which I shall refer, has not, at any time, been 
very kind to the rank·and·file that sit on these 
benches and support the Government. Take the 
Brisbane Cour"ier of to-day. What do we see? 
\V e see ' a paragraph under the heading of 
"Gallery Notes," saying that the telephone was 
going last night, that noses or heads were being 
counted, and that the hon. member for Lockyer 
was put up to waste the time nf the House. ' 

Mr. DAWSON: Hear, hear! 
Mr. ANNKAR: I say there is not one atom 

of truth in it. 
MEMBEHS on the Government side: Hear, 

hear! 
Mr. ANNEAR: Neither the Ministry nor a 

member Hitting on thiN side of the House knew 
that the hon. member for Lockyer intended to 
speak last evening. 

lYir. AmrSTHONG : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ANXEAR: But the writer of "Gallery 

Notes" is in sympathy with hon. gentlemen 
sitting on the other side of the House. I 
believe that his sympathy went to the extent 
that when Mr. Higgs was elected member for 
the V alley--

lVIr. FISHER : Sham~ ! 
Mr. ANNEAR: And he ceased to be--
Mr. LESINA : You ought to be ash11med of 

your"elf. 
Mr. DA WSON : I rise to a point of order. 
lVIr. J_,ESINA : Sheltering himself behind the 

hedge. 
The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. DA \VSON : I rise to a point of order. 

Is the hon. member in order in attacking a man 
who is not a member of this House on his 
opinions? 

2\IE;I!lJEHS on the Government side : Oh, oh ! 
The SPEAKER: So far as I have been able 

to di'1cover, the hon. member for Maryborough 
is strictly in order. 

Mr. DA WSON : His remarks are not very 
decent, at any rate. 

Mr .. \NNEAR: I want to show--
:ii!Ir. DAWSO:'if: Look here, Annear, you tried 

to get him the sack. 
Mr. ANNEAR: I tried to get no man the 

sack. 
J.\!Ir. DAWSON: You tried, 
Mr. ANNEAR: I give it an absolute denial. 

I never tried to get any man the sack. 
Mr. McDoNNELL: Coward! 
The SPEAKER: If the hon. gentleman called 

an hon. member a coward he is guilty of 
having used unparliamentary language. 

:ii!Ir. DUNSl<'ORD : It is a cowardly otatement. 
The SPEAKER : If he made use of that 

statement to any hon. member he made use of 
unp<trliarnentary language, and I ask him to 
withdraw the word. 

lVIr. McDONNELL : All right, I withdraw the 
word. 

Mr. ANN EAR : l say that this man's 
sympathies--

Mr. DAWSON: You know he can't reply to 
you. 

lVIr. ANNEAR: I say his sympathies are 
with hon. members opposite, because he was an 
applicant for the ~diturship of the communistic 
journal after the hon. member for ],ortitude 
V 11lley ceased to be the editor. 

Mr. DA WSON : That is not true. 
lVIr. ANNEAR : All we ask for is fair plav in 

the Press. But it has not been extended to us 
except by one gentleman, who was not in the 
House last session, but who is here this session. 
He wdtes under the name of "Scribleru~" in 
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the Telegraph. He metes out justice to all of m. 
By the other gent:eman no justice has been 
extended to us in the "Gallery Notes." 

Mr. Du:)!SFORD: It is a cow'trdlv attack. 
Mr. ANNEAR : The hon. the leader of the 

Labour Opposition •ays he does not believe that 
the cruelties referred to exist in the Transvaal, 
and he referred to the cruelties that exist in this 
colony. He referred to the question of flogging. 

Mr. DAWSON: Yes. 
Mr. ANN EAR : :B'lop-ging in this colony is 

only applied to criminals of the deepest dye. 
But what about the flogging in South Africa? 

Mr. McDo:)!NELL : ·what about Ireland? 
Mr. ANNEAR: I hold here in my hand a 

paper-the St. James's B1Ldget. 
Mr. DAWSON: There is no such paper pub­

lished. 
Mr. ANNI~AR: It is a reliable papPr, and I 

will ask the hon. gentleman to read of the 
flogging of four African girls of from twelve to 
fourteen years of age by the Boers in South 
Africa. They were not satisfied with flogging 
them to death, but, to make sure that two of 
them were dead, they brought them on to the 
hearth in front of the fireplace, and the wife 
of th~ Boer poured boiling water over them. 
Before the adjournment for tea I made a state-

ment on information given to me 
[7 p. m.] that the gentlem:>n who writes the 

" Gallery Notes " for the Courier 
was an applicant for the position vacated hy the 
hon. member for Fortitude Valley, Mr. Higgs. 
Since that time I have received a note from l\1r. 
Hincbcliffe informing me that my statement was 
incorrect. 

Mr. DAWSON: I told you so at the time. 
Mr. A:i\NEAR : I regret that the in±ormation 

I receivPd was incorrect, and I take thi" the first 
opportunity of expre•sing my re:;-ret for having 
maile an incorrect statement. 

Mr. KmSTON :Why bring private affairs before 
the Hou"P? 

Mr. ANNEAR: I believe I also saw it in the 
Brisbane Obscner. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR PUBLIC LAXDS : It was 
in the paper. 

Mr. ANNEAR: Referring to what the leader 
of the Labour Opposition said as regards the 
cruelties practised in this c,>lony HI nn n1en who 
are criminale, and his attempt to lPad this House 
to believe that no such cruelties were practised 
in Sout-h Africa, T referred to a certain case, and 
I will thank hon. members to rf'~d the whole 
case and see if the Boer; are that clas8 of humane 
people the hon. gentleman would like us to 
believe they are. I h,v-J. the pleasure in lb89 to 
be a fellow-passenger for one week with Mr. 
Fred. Villiers, the noted war correBpondenL 
Mr. Yill;m·s was interviewed in Sydney, and the 
report of the interview can he seen in the Sydney 
Daily Te7e[J?'C'ph. He said that a more cruel and 
brutal race dnes not live on the face of the earth. 
This case will fuHy show th.>t-

But to see the Boer at his worst in his tren.tment of 
the native it is necessary to go to the outlyin_g clistriets. 
One of the most shocking instances of diabolical cruelty 
is that which has beC'omc known as the ·wakkerstroom 
scandal. In this case a noc:·r farmer, named Uys, is 
chargt..d with having on 18th J\1ay last, tied down four 
Kafli!'" girls ·with ropes, and. lashed them so severply 
that two of the g-irls subsequently died. The evi­
dence addneed at the preliminary examination held 
on lOth Juue wPnt to ·;;how that ll) s had, for some time 
past, subjected the KHffir girls to the most shameful 
treatment. as a resnlt of which two, Emma and ~fan­
gies, died. It >Yas shown that the detendant beat the 
girls with a 1arge ~trap with a knot at the end, anrl in 
order to perform his work more easily he stra-pped 
them bY their neck to the floor. 'Ve rf\print some of 
the eYfdeno.e given as reportetl in the J ohanne.sburg 
Star. 

Mr. DA wsoN : Y on believe in the lash your­
self. 

Mr. ANNEAR: I believe in the lash for the 
claes of men I referred tn the other evening, 
whom the hon. member conside-rs should not be 
lashed. I gave a case where Sir Charles Lilley sen­
tenc<d three men totwoyears'impris0nment with 
two lashings for puttin~- a trace chain round the 
neck of one· of their fellow-crmntrymen, dragging 
him from the Longreach Hotel to the lant:ma 
scrub, robbing him, and leaving him for dead. 

Mr. DAWSON : Th:ct is v. hat they did to the 
unionists in 1891. 

Mr. ANN]]AR : If the leader of the Labour 
Opposition will listen to me I will give him facts 
in regard to his new found friends-the Boers. 
They were not satisfied with the death of two of 
those girl8, from twelve to fourteen yr'1rs of age, 
but they stripped theu, laid them on the he"rth 
in front of the fireplace, and the wtfe of the Boer 
poured hot water on them. 

Mr. \V. HAMILTON (Gre[Jory): How about the 
station-owners in \Vestern Anstralia beating them 
to death with sticks ? 

Mr. ANNEAH : I am sure hon. members do 
not w:.mt me to tell them-it is a matter of 
history which cannot be denied-that the Go­
vernment of Britain and the British people 
saved the Boers on three occasions from being 
wiped out of South Africa. 

An Ho:wt:RABLE MEMBER : Now they want to 
wipe out the Boers themselves. 

l'IIr. ANNEAR: \Vhen Cetewayo was ready 
to attack them, had it not been for Sir Theophilus 
Shepstone step ring in, there would have been no 
Hoer Government in the Transvaal to-day. The 
hon. member told us la"t night about the liberal 
Press in England, and he gave the name of one 
paper, and 1 ask him do••s that paper represent 
the liberals of Great Britain? l say it does not. 
\Vhat do we see at the presP-nt time? Sir 
vVilliam Harcourt, John Morley, Sir Henry 
CampbelJ.Bannerman, Bryce, and the Je,ders of 
the Labour party back up the British Government. 

ME1!BERS of the Opposition: No, no! 
Mr. ANN EAR : Yes, they do. Read their 

late speeches. They will support the Govern­
ment in redressing the grievancei' and the wrongs 
of the Uitlanders in South Ahica. Now, there 
was one ~-entleman who was at one time an idol 
of the Liberals in England. I believe there is 
no abler statesman in England to-day; there is 
no more faithful servant than the hon. gentleman 
to whom I refer-that is, the Right Hon. Joseph 
Chamberlain. 

MEMBERS on the GO\·ernment side : Hear, 
hear! 

ME1!BERS of the Opposition : Oh, oh ! Judas! 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. ANNEAR : I hope the natives, not only 
of Queensland, but the natives of all Australia, 
will read the SJ;eech delivered by him, and 
then they \\ili S<e that tbey have every reason to 
be prou<l of the right hon. g•·ntleman. (Opposi­
tion laughter.) This is what Mr. Chamberlain 
said, not many days ago-

He warned the Transvaal that the f<.mds in the glass 
were rapidly running out. The situation is too fraught 
with danger, it is too strained for any indefinite post­
ponement. The knot must be loosened, to nse 2\ir. 
Balfour's words, or else we shfl.U have to find other ways 
of untying· it, and, if we do that, if we are forced to. 
that, then I would rcpr :tt now the warning that was 
given by Lord Salh•bury in the House of Lords, and 
I wonld say if we are forced to make further pre­
paratwns_ and if this delay continues much 1ongPr, 
we shall not hold ourselves limited by what we 
have already offered, but, having taken this matter 
in hand, we will not let go until we have secured 
conditions which, once for all, ~han rc,tablish u5~ ihe 
paramount Power in South Africa, and shall KPcure 
for our fellow-subjects there, at all events, those 
equal rights and equal privilegrs which were N'omised 
them by President Kruger when the independence of 
the Transvaal was granted by the Queen, and which is 
the least really that in justice ought to be accorded 
to them. Il it should come to this, if a rupture--which 
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we have done everything in our power to avoid-should 
be forced upon us, I am confident t.hat we $hall have 
the support of the vast majority or the people of 
the United Kingdom, and I will go further and say 
the vast majority of the British Empire. For t·here i.3 
in all this bad business one thing, at any rate, upon 
which we can congratulate ourselves, and that is up~m 
the proof \vhinh it has atrordf..'fl ns of the unity of the 
British Empire. \Ye know now no British subject 
anywhere can suffer from injustwc without a re:spon­
sive chord bung strnr•k whit•h will 1Je heard in the 
most distant parts of the }~mpire, and we li:now that 
our colonies anct our dependencies, in nny difficulty, 
will stand side by side and shoulder to ~honldrt• with 
us in maintaining the honour and intere.,.ts of the 
Empire. 
Now, these are the remarks of a liberal man; 
and oimilar remarks were maJe by another 
gentleman, who is tt patriot to his country, and 
who is well known to the hon. member for 
Bunc1aberg. l refer to Mr. Joseph Cowen; but 
becauee he would not bow the knee to the advo­
cates of "Soch.1han in our titne "--
ME~IBERS of the OrJposition: Oh, oh! and 

laughter. 
Mr. ANNEAR : He was a liberal of libPrab ; 

but because he would nnt bow the knee to the 
shiboletb of labour socialibts, nwh as we have in 
this House, he was hcnmded out of P<trliament­
frum his seat as the representative for Newcastle­
on-Tyne. 

Mr. DAwso~: 'That's not true. 
;\fr. ANNEAR : I am proud to know that we 

have men who have volr[nteered in this colony 
for service in South Africa, to •to"ist the mother 
country in redressing the wrongs perfJetrated 
against men of their own flesh and blood. I am 
proud of these Queensland volunteers. For 
mc,ny years I was a volunteer my"elf, and these 
remarks of mine are no lip service; and I say 
that the men of Queensland who have volun­
teered will go forth and do their duty as soldiers 
of the Queen. I say this because I know what I 
am talking about, and hecanee I represent, with 
my hon. colleague, one of the nlf>st irnp<lrtant 
electorates in the colony, where the naval and 
military forr,os are equal to those in any other 
town in Au"tra:ia. And I would be a co1vard if 
I did not stctnd up in my place in this House 
and resent the words of the leadet· nf the Labour 
Opposition when he called these men "swash­
bucklers." But that "as not enough, he also 
callAd them eo wards and curs. I say that they 
are no more cuw~trds or curs than the hon mem· 
ber himself is. The hon. member made those 
statements under privilege of Parliament, bnt ne 
would not dare to make such "tatements in 
Qneen street or in any othHr town in Queen,land. 

Mr. JENKINSON: Yonr attack on a pressman 
was j nst as bad. 

1\Ir. DAWSON: I will call you a cnr onto-ide 
when the House adjourn,, if you wi'h it. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Oh, oh! Order! 
1\ir. AXNEAR: I do llot prufces to have ttny 

greater courage than other hon. members, but 
let him do what he threatens. 

HONOURABLE l'vlEi\IBERS : Hear, hr lr ! 
Mr. ANNEAR: And ho will find that a 

Corni::.hman ne,~er di~graced hin·t:)elf yet. 
Ho~OUHABLE Mg~JBERS : Hear, hear ! and 

laughter. 
Mr. ANNl~AR: In this connection I wish to 

reply to the remarks of the hon. member when 
he referre.d in tt pCJinted ,., ay to Licutenant­
Co:onel Ricardo. 

Mr. DA WSON: He has the gou:. 
Mr. ANNEAR: I trust that ·vhat we have 

seen in the public Press about this officer is 
corred. He is an efficient se ldier, and a man 
well worthy tu command the contingent that 
will go from this colony, if required, 

HoNOURABLE ME1IBJ<;RS: Hear, hear! and 
applause in the gallery. 

The SPEAKER : I think I heard sounds of 
applause from one of the galleries. If this is 
continued, I shall order the galleries to be 
cleared. 

HoNOURABLE ME:IIBERS: Hear, he:tr! 
Mr. AN2\'I~AR: As a Queenslander, I say 

that we have Avery reason to be pr.md of such a 
worthy officer ,s Lieutenant-Colonel Ricardo. 

Mr. W. THORN: Nobody said he was going. 
Mr. ANN EAR: The hon. member for 

Aubigny is a volunteer tcho ; I know that he did 
good service for the colony in 18Dl ; we give him 
credit for that-(langhter)-and I feel sure that 
he wiil be true to his country on this occa'lion. 
Now, what do the Uitlanders in the Transvaal 
demand? I think their demands are very 
rea,on::;,ble, and I feel sure that every hem. mem­
ber who ttcts up to his principles will do every­
thing in his power to try and get these demands 
carried into effect. .'\.t the present time the 
Uitlanders number 77 per cent. of the white 
populativn in the Transvaal, and yet they have 
no voice in the affairs of the country. 

Mr. DAWSON: Why don't they swear allegi­
anc~? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : They are 
quite willing to do so. 

Mr. LESINA: What about the British subjects 
in lndir1? 

Mr. ANNEAR : This is the platform of the 
Uitlunders-

On July 4 the Uitlanders' council at JohH.nnesburg in 
declariPg their policy, agreed that the understanding 
between Gre~t Britain and the 'l'ransvaal should be the 
inc:u~ion among the permanent and fundamental laws 
of the Republic of a Reform Act, embracing, iu addition 
to clam~es providing for naturalisation and redistribu­
tion on the lines indicated, the following among other 
provisions :-

Xo differential privile ,es or immunities, and no re-
ligious disabilities. -

}~qual recognition of Englbh and Duteh as official 
languages. 

1'lle iudependence of the High Court to be establisht>d 
as the only sareguard against the abolition of legislation 
by simple resolution of the Volksraad. 

The free right of public meeting, the formation of 
electoral committees, and freedom of speech and of the 
Press to be assured. 

All persons to be secured in their houses, :persons, 
papers, and effects. aga.lnst violation aml illegal seizure. 

The existence of the forts and the adoption of othf1r 
me-u~ures intendcJ for the intimidation of the inhabi­
tants of the country, being a. menace to the exercise of 
the unlionbted rights of frre people, to be declared 
unconstitutional. 

Existing monopolies to be cancelled or expropriated 
on equitable conditions. 

Mr. JvcNKI~SON: Repudiation. 
Mr. ANNEAH: 
1Iem bers of the Haad to be fully eufranchised bur­

ghers, over t\venty-one, and candidates for the presi­
denry over thh~y, and thirty ye~rs resident. 

Elections by ballot to bL adeqnately safe_narded b:y 
stringeut provisions against bribery and intimidation. 

Mr. LESINA: \Ve vvant that here. 
Mr. ANN.EAR: 
Towns with a popnlation of 1,0011 and upwards t,o 

have the right to manage their local affair-s under 
the Gener:tl 1lunicipal Act. 

The rcgib tration of voters and the co11duct of 
elections to b-:: re,..;nlatcd by local bodies. 

Mr. LE~INA: vVe u:we not got that here. 
IVlr. ANNEAE: 
A full an<l comprehensive system of State education, 

under the control of locaJ boards. 
Complete reorganisation ot tiw Civil service, and dis­

missal of corru}Jt oilicials, who shall be Ineligible for 
office. 

Mr. LE,INA: vVe have not got that either. 
We want that. 

MEo!BEns of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
;\'lr. ANNEAR : 
Payments out of the public 'rrf'asury to be made 

only in accordance with the budget proposals and to be 
pproved by the Raad. 
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Full and open publication of the accounts periodically. 
No person to be created a burgher and no fresh 

constituency to be created except in accordance with the 
lines laid down. 

Officials to have no discretionary power in this or 
any other matter affecting the civil rights of the inhabi­
tants of the country. 

Mr. MclJONALD: \Vhat are you doing now? 
Mr. DAWSON : What are the civil rights? 
Mr. JESKI!'\KON: In short-give np the coun­

try ::tnd we will be satisfied. 
Mr. ANNEAR: \Vhat do we find in Cape 

Colony !tnd Natal? Cape Colony and Natal, as 
hon. members know, are under British rule, and 
the franchise in each of those colonies is as 
liberal as in the colony of Queensland. 

Mr. LESINA: That is not saying much for it. 

Mr. ANNEAR: The franchise is so liberal 
that at the present time the government of Cape 
Colony is in the hands of the Afrikanders. 

J\Ir. DAWSON: \Vho have sworn allegiance. 
JHr. ANN EAR: The franchise under British 

rule gives equal just.ice to all. Now, how do the 
Transvaal Government treat fureigners ! They 
are the majority of the white people. The 
Uitlanders in the Transvaal pay six times the 
amourt of taxation that the Boers do. 

Mr. S•rEWART: They have six times the wealth. 
Mr. ANNEAR: When they form 77 per cent. 

of the white population they certainly should 
have some voice in the management of the 
affairs of the country. They should have the 
right to vote ; they should have representation 
in the Houses of Legislature ; but that is dei1ied 
to them at the present moment. I am well 
aware that Great Britain does not require our 
help to put down the trouble in the Transvaal. 
Bnt the motion moved by the Premier, and the 
similar motions moved by all the Premiers of 
Australia-and which have been carried with 
the exception of this Parliament, which I am 
sure will carry it-(laughter and "Hear, 
hear !")--the motion, I say, is to show sympathy 
with onr fellow-Britons in the Transvaal, 
because I maintain that though resident here we 
are Britons still, and wherever there is a Briton 
in trouble a true Briton will always come to the 
rescue. 

MEMBERS on thP Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. ANNEAR : And especially Australians. 
We have a leader in this House-the leader of 
the Labour Opposition-who is willing, to judge 
by his speech in this House last night, to allow 
those of our own blood and race to suffer the 
wrongs under which they are at present labouring 
in South Africa. I want to know what are the 
wrongs. 

Mr. DAWSON: If they sWblr allegiance to 
South Africa, how can they be Britons or Aus­
tralians? 

Mr. LESINA: 
I dn believe in freedom's cause 
Es fur away es Paris is. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. ANXl<JAR : This motion has my most 

hearty approval. It has the approval, I am sure, 
of the loyal men of Queensland. 

Mr. DAWSON: I am very glad to hear it. 
Mr. ANNEAR: The hon. membAr says he is 

very glad to hear it. I have yet to learn that 
my rights are not on a par with those of any 
hon. member in this Chamber, I am one of 
the representatives of an important constitu­
ency, and on a question of this kind I claim 
my right. My position shall be defined in no 
uncertain sound, and I am confident that the 
men who leave these shores to fight the battles 
of the Britons in South Africa--

The SECRETARY FOR PVBl'IC LANDS ; Our 
battles? 

Mr. ANNEAR: Yes, our battles, will give a 
good account of themselves. I say, God speed 
them ! Loyal and fMithful will be the account 
they will give of themselves while they are away 
from Queensland, and when they return Queens­
landers will, as loyal people-including the 
majority of the electors of Charters Towers, 
whom the hon. member represents-will be here 
to meet them. 

Mr. DAWSON: Amen ! 
.Mr. ANNEAlt : The speech of the hon. 

member last night was but a perpetuation of his 
own conduct, and that of many of his friends, in 
the year 1891. 

Mr. DAWSON: Hear, hear! 
Mr. 'l'URLEY (Brisban'' South) : The hon. 

member, as usual, has afforded a considerable 
amount of amusement to members on this side. 
We know his loyalty, especially to the Govern­
ment that he sits behind at any particular time 
so long as he is going to vote to keep that Go­
vernment in power, otherwise I do not know that 
the hon. member would be so fnll of loyalty as 
he appears to be. He evidently has not made 
any special study of the S.:>uth African question, 
as far as we have been able to judge. He simply 
makes a number of assertions, and talks about 
his loyalty, and about Britons always doing so­
and-so when they are called upon. \Veil, I amp, 
Briton, and I am just as proud of it as the hon. 
member. 

Mr. ANNEAR: You ought to-you are a west 
of England man. 

Mr. TURLEY : It does not matter a toss of a 
button whether I am a west of F.ngland man or a 
north-countryman, I should be just as proud of 
the country I came from. But at the same 
time I do not believe, because they happen to go· 
from that country and settle in another country, 
in their jumping into any trouble that the people 
in that country may get into, whether they are 
in the right or whether they are in the wrong. 
The hon. member is evidently prepared to fall in 
whether his countrymen, as he calls them, are in 
the right or in the wrong. 

The SEORE'£ARY lWR PUBLIC LANDS : He did 
not say so. 

Mr. TURLEY: He quotes a number of mem­
bers of the House of Commons who are supposed 
to be in favour of this, and, among others, he 
quote• Sir Henry Campbeli-Bannerman. Now, 
Sir Henry Campbeli-Bannerman h.ts been a 
decided opponent of this ever since the question 
was raised. He is the one man in the House of 
Commons who has stood up and denounced J\fr. 
Chamberlain and the Government which he 
ful1uw::;, Leeaul:le he -::;ta.te~ the1e i.; nl1 need of vvar 
in South Africa. 

ME:IIBERS of the Oppohition: He is not the 
only man in the House of Commons who has done 
that. 

Mr. TURLEY : He is the only man in the 
House of Commons who was mentioned by the 
hon. member in particular. He quoted Mr. 
Chambe.rlain and his opinions at the present 
time. Well, I will give the hon. mP.mb<·r a 
quotation of Mr. Chamberlain's before this 
trouble. 

Mr. ANNEAR: How long back? 
Mr. TURLEY : Some few years before he 

became connected with the party at present in 
power. 

Mr. BELL : What is the date ? 
Mr. 'l'URLEY : At a meeting in Birmingham 

in 1881, when exactly the same thing was going 
on-acc"rding Mr. Cecil Rhodes-as is going on 
to-day-and I am taking the expressions of Mr. 
Cecil Rhodes before the inquiry in London after 
the Jamieson raid. 

Mr. BELL ; What month? 
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Mr. TURLEY: On 7th Jnne, 1881. 1fr. 
Chamberlain said then-

I say under those circmnst~tnces is it pos~ible we 
could maintain a. forcible anne"":atiou of that country 
without inctn'l'ing the aecnsation of having been gnilty 
-I will not say a. national follJ -but I ,'-:·lY of a national 
erime? 
And the hon. member for 1\Iaryborough now 
stands up and says that Mr. Chamberlain has 
altered his opinion. Certainly he has. That is 
the opinion of Mr. Jo.ceph Chamberlain. 

The SECRE'l'AI\Y l<'OR PGBLIO LANDS : No one 
has ever ad vocatecl it yc;t. 

Mr. TURLEY: Every word that has fallen 
from hon. rnembPrS on the other 

[7"30 p.m.] side has been in advocacy of that; 
they will not say that that is the 

object at the '[>resent time, but practically 
that is tbe object, as everyone knows, whether 
it is to be brought about by war or in some other 
way. At any rate, that is the principal object 
which those who are at the fl'!ad of this agita­
tion have in view. 

The PREMIER: What i··• your object in delay­
ing the motion? 

Mr. TURLEY : I will tell the hon. gentleman 
what my object in delaying the motion is. I am 
senG here by a number of peo)Jle in South Bris­
bane to take my part in the deliberations of the 
House, and I believe I am voicing the opinions 
of the majority of tl)ose people when I say they 
are decidedly against the method in which the 
Government offered the servke of troops to 
the British Government for South Africa. The 
hon. member also told us that the natives have 
been badly treated by the Boers. That is admitted; 
no one attempts for a moment to defend the 
Boers for their treatment of the natives in South 
Africa. But the hon. member did not tdl us that 
in the· neighbouring country of Rhodesia the 
natives are flogged by the Chartered Company just 
as much as ever the nativPs were flogged by the 
Roers in the Transval11, and he does not conclf'mn 
what is done in Rhodesia. \Ve condemn those 
people in both instances. We condemn either 
Boer or Briton who treats the natives in that 
way; but the hon. member and his colleagues 
are only prepared to condemn such conduct in 
those to whom they are oppo,ed. The hon. 
member did not give us any idea of the atrocities 
committed by pearlshellers on the black' not 
very long ago' in \V estern Austraiia. Those 
pearlshellers treated the blacks in as bBd a 
manner as the hon. member has repre0ented the 
natives have been treated by the Boers in South 
Africa. Neither did the hon. member tell us of 
the treatment meted out to the native~ of this 
colony on the m<tinland in North Queensland. 
Let him take up the report of the Government 
Resident at Thursday Island of two or three 
years ago, and "ee how the '"hite men in North 
Queensland treated the natives there. 

The ATTOH:->EY-GENERAL: The Government 
never approved of it. 

Mr. TURLEY: The Government !mew for 
years that those atrodties had been going on in 
N or~hern Queensland ; but simply becauce atten­
tion had not been c~ll·cd to them, as it has been 
during the last few years by the hon. member 
for Croydon and others, they were prepared to 
sit clown and say they knew nothing about the 
matter. I do not know that the hon. member 
has said a great deal that needs to be dealt with 
to any extent. I think we should continue this 
debate as it started, and I intend to do that, 
because I believe the whole thing has been mis­
nnderstooJ to some extent, e.;pecially by the 
hon. gentleman at the head of the Government. 

:iYir. DA WSON: Misrepresented, not misunder­
stood. 

Mr. TURLEY : 'When the amendment was 
moved yesterday the hon. gentleman had accused 

1899-2B<· 

the leader of the Opposition of not being manly 
enough to move a direct vote of want of confi­
dence, and later on he stated that he had not 
had an opportunity of considering what the 
amendment was. I wish to call the attentiOn 
of hon. members to what actually took place. 
When the amendment was moved the hon. gen­
tleman procured a copy from either the Clerk of 
the House or l'vir. Speaker. 

The PRE:\IIER : I did not. 
Mr. TURLEY: And--
The PREMIER : I did not. Why do you make 

tha statement? 
::'vir. TURLEY: Because the hon. gentleman 

went over--
liiE1!BERS on the Governme& side : Oh, oh ! 
::\fr. TURLEY: The hem. gentleman went 

over either to the Clerk or Mr. Speaker, and 
then went back to his place and stood up, and 
pointed out what Ghe contents of the amendment 
were. 

The PREMIER : I dirl not. 
Mr. TURLEY: The hon. gentleman pointed 

out th<tt if the words in which the amendment 
was proposed were inserted in a certain place in 
the motion, they would render nugatory some 
provisions that afterwards appeared in the 
motion. 

The PHE11IER: That is a misstatement. 
Mr. TUitLEY: That is the position the hon. 

gentleman took up. 
The PRE1IIllR : 'rhat is a deliberate misstate­

ment, 
Mr. Me DON ALD : I rise to a point of order. 

Is the Premier in order in stating that what the 
hon. member says is a deliberate misstatement? 

The PREMIER: I rise to a point of orcler-­
Mr. McDONALD: Mr. Speaker--
The SPEAKER : Order! "When an hon. 

member raises a point of order it is quite in order 
for any hon. member to speak to that point of 
<>rder, but not to raise another point of order. 

The PREMIER: I rise to the point of 
order--

Mr. McDONALD: I rise to a point of order, 
too. 

The SPEAKER : Order, order! 
Mr. McDONALD: I want to know what 

position I am in. 
The SPEAKER: The point of order raised 

bv the hon. member for Flinders, as I under­
s~oud it, is whether an hon, member iB in order 
in saying that a sGatement made by another hon. 
member is--

Mr. McDoN"ALD : A deliberate misstatement. 
The SPEAKER: \Vill the hon. member 

permit me? 
HoNOURABLE :MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The SP.BJAKER: Is a deliberate misstate­

ment. That i~ the point. 
The PRE:VfiER: I rise to ask your ruling as 

to whether an hon. member is justified in 
persisting in a misstatement--

ME}!BER8 of the Opposition: Chair, chair! 
Mr. McDONALD: I rise to a point of order. 
The SPEAKER: Will hon. members be 

seated? The Premier is in order in speaking to 
the point of order. 

The PRJ<JMIER: I rise to speak to the point 
of order. 

Mr. McDoxALD : I am going to rise to !l.nother 
point of order on that. 

The PREMIER: I ask whether an hon. 
member is justified in persisting in making the 
"tatement that such and such a circumstance 
occurred when iG is distinctly denied? That is 
the point of order. 

The SPEAKER : With regard to tbe point of 
order raised by the hon. member for Flinders, 
that a statement made by an hon. member such 



386 Tht Trunsvaul Contingent. [.ASSEMBLY.] The Transvaal Contingent. 

as that to which exception is taken-that a state­
ment made by one member is a deliberatt litis­
statement--I sh<.uld say that it io not in order. I 
should also say with regard to the question mised 
by the Premier that an bon. member should accept 
another hon. member's deniaL 

HoNOURABLE MEMBEHS : Hear, hutr ! 
Th1EMBEUS of the Opposition: \Vithdraw, with­

draw! 
Mr. TURLEY: I made the ·-tatement once, 

and when it was contradicted I did not repeat 
it. 

An HoNOURABLE ::Yh~!BER : Ob, yes, you did. 
The TREASURER : You spoke on it. 
Mr. TURLEYo: I did not repeat the state­

ment, and as long as I keep within the Standing 
Orders--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
repeated the statement three times. 

An HoNOURABLE MRMBER: Ch, Hhu( up. 
The TREASURER: I rioe to a point of order. 

An hon. member on the other side interjected 
"Shut up." I think that hon. member bhnuld 
be made to withdra.w his words. An hon. mem­
ber who says that d<'es not know how to behave 
himself decently in this House. 

Mr. McDONALD: I desire to speak to this 
point of order. The hon. member has got up to 
state--

Mr. BELL : I rise to a point of order. 
The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. BELL : I rise to a point of order on the 

observation the hon. member has just made. 
Can any hon. member in this Hons" spe, k to a 
point of order without a direct invitation from 
the Chair? 

The SPEA KEB. : The point of order raised 
by the Treasurer was really drawing my atten­
tion to an expressie>n or interjection which 
emanated from an hon. member in this House. 
The words, if I rightly understood the Treasurer 
and understood the interjection, were" Shut up." 
Those words are distinctly UP parliamentary and 
d_isorderly, and ought not to be persi&ted in. I 
smcerely trust that hon. members will refrain 
from persistent interjections, and still more that 
they will refrain the use of language which is 
disorderly in itself, and which is calculated to 
produce disorder. 

HoNO!.:RABI~E l'vfRMBERS : Hear, heat· ! 
Mr. McDONALD: I rise to a point of order, 

and ask now whether the Treasurer was in order 
in stating that the hon. member who ,,~id 
"Shut up" did not know how to behave himself 
decently in this House. Those were the Trea­
surer's concluding remarkB. 

The SPEAKER: I did not understand the 
hon. member. 

The TREAS!.:RER : I did say that .. 
The SPEAKEit: I did not c,tch the terms 

in which the words complaided of now were 
stated, and I am not now in la positiou to r-ay 
whether they were used in a disorderly sense or 
not. They might or might not have been so 
used. 

Mr. DAWSON: Are those words disorderly? 
The SPEAKER : It all depends on the cir­

cumstances and connection in which they were 
used. I appeal again to hon. members to 
refrain from interjections, which are in them­
s~lves disorderly, and are calculated to produce 
hsorder. I hope hon. memters will conduct the 
del: ate in an orderly manner. The hon. member 
f~r Brisba_ne So_uth is orderly debating the ques­
tron, and 1s entttle:l. to be henrd in silence. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
Mr. TURLEY: I have said that I did not 

repeat .the statement about the hon. gentleman 
procurmg a copy of the amenr'ment, but I said 
one would be led to bdieve that was so by the 
fact that the hon. gentleman "'as able to say 
that if the words proposed by the leadeJ; of the 

Op,>osition were inserted it would have a certain 
effect. Now I find I am borne out by the Press, 
which points out that the hon. gentleman com­
plained that the words proposed to be inserted 
would not be in symmetry with the res~ of the 
motion, and he contended that the leader of 
the Opposition had not the courage of his convic­
tions. Now I want to know if it is not rather 
a strange coincidence tba.t the hon. gentleman 
simply having heard the amendment read once 
was able to get up and say that it would destroy 
the symmetry of the motion, because the words 
in the amendn1ent were, to sorne extent, con~ 
tradictory of the motion? I say, the misunder­
standing into which a number of the members 
of this House fell regarding the position of the 
hon. g. ntleman wa. oue into which anyone 
was likely to fall; because, when a motion 
was moved like this, the hon. gentleman, know­
ing nerfectly well that his action in connec:ion 
with- this matter was totally unconstitutional, 
and knowing well that he had himself been a 
member of this House when something similar 
had been done, and the House had declared 
against the member who did it-the hon. gentle­
man, kno'A ing that, and knowing that amend­
ment had been moved, knew that it was his 
place to see what were the exact terms of the 
amendment, so that he would know in what way to 
treat it. The hrm. gentleman, as be states, had 
not ob~ained a copy, but, knowing perfectly well 
what the contents of the amendment were, does 
it not seem strange that the hon. gentlem"'n 
should luwe to wait until after the intermission 
for tea, and until he was moved up by those 
behind him pointing out to him that it was time 
he accepted the amendment as a vote of want of 
confidence ? \Vhen the hon. gentleman first 
spoke upon the amendment, he said it. would 
destroy the symmetry of the motion, and t~e 
troops would not he able to go; consequently 1f 
the House wco,s prepared to cltrry it he could go 
no further, but "I am prepared to back down 
from the poRition I have taken up, and my 
Government are still prepared to remain in their 
po!t;itions." 

Mv::IIBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
Mr. TURLEY: That was the kind of lor,-ical 

position the hon. gentleman was prepared to 
take up. 

The PREMIER: No. 
Mr. 1'URLEY: Afterwardg when his 

followers got n,und him and pointed out 
what was meant he was l'queezed into the 
position he took up after the hon. member for 
Lockyer had concluded his speech. As it 
presents iteelf to the average person in Aus­
tralia and in Queensland to-day, this is simply 
another instance of the bauble-huntingproclivities 
of the a vernge politichn. (L•ughter.) That 
seems to be the way so many of our politicians 
have gone in the past. \Ve have had one 
instance poL1ted rnrt this afternoon by the 
hon. member for Toowoomba-the instance in 
1887 : A gentleman :;oes home to the old country, 
and settles down with a number of people 
imbued with the idea of Imperialistic federation, 
and he commits the colony to considerable ex­
penditure-it wns a definite expenditure in this 
case-and after he had committed the colony he 
came out here and submitted the matter to the 
House in the f>~llowing June. Let hon. members 
take up Hanwrd for 1887, and they will ~ee 
what the opinion of many hon. members oppos1te 
was upon it. They held that it was absolutely 
uncr,ns~itutinnal, and they said it was. They 
said no m:m has the right to commit the colony 
to expendiLure without the sanction of Parlia 
ment. e,nd wir.h this result : that Parliament 
refused to ratify the agreement which had been 
arrived at in London. This was in 1887, but 
.afterwards we find it was part of the price that 
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Queenslanil had t'J pay for the coalition of 
1890. It was after the coalition of 1890, when 
that &ame gentleman who made that .ogree­
ment was prepared to swallow the principle' 
of a lifetime at the instigation of another man 
whom he hated not only politically but personally 
at the time-when he was compelled to swallo N 

the whole of the principles he hr·.:l enunciated 
for a lifetime, then the other man in re·';nrn was 
prepared to get his colleaguf•' to b<>ek him up in 
carrying through that agreement. If hon. 
members turn up Hans"rd for 1891, they will 
find out wh<tt the cost was to the country, to 
some extent, of the ~oalitio" of 1890. They will 
find that as one of the conditions the AtL'traLtsi"'n 
Naval Force Act was brought down and pa,se·J 
to give effect to the agreement which a gooJ many 
members on the other side took a good hand in 
preventing in 1887. 

The PREMIER: What has all that got to do 
with the present position? 

Mr. TURLEY: It has everything to do with 
it. If this House was comp'lsed of the same 
men now as in 1887 they would absolutely 
repudiate the action the hon. gentleman has now 
committed the colony to-indefinite expenditure 
without the sanction of Parliament. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear. hear ! 
Mr. TURLEY : I have here the HnnsanZ fur 

1887, and f1t ]Jage 10 of vol. lii. I find the hon. 
member for ::.VIaryborough, l'.Ir. Annear, said-

\'Vell, Sir, up to the prt:: ,ent time we have no details of 
what this floating squadron is to be, or of what its 
cost is to be to the colonies. I am of opinion, Sir, that 
we may get a little bit too much of Imperialism alto­
gether--

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Oh, oh! and 
laughter. 

Mr. TURLEY: 
and I t,hink tlla.t hon. members should well consider 
this scheme before the Parliament of Queensland pledge 
themselves to an expenditure of t.lmt kind. What are 
the colonies doing for Great Britain? l.Jast :rear we 
imported into the colonies of Australasia £l7.00ll.OOO of 
the products of Great Britain, and I hold, Sir, that it is 
their bounden duty to do something for the colonies. 
·what are they doing for the colon.ie~ ~ \\"hat are tbn· 
doing for the colonies, Sir, as illustrated by their actioD 
in regard to the occupntion of the Xew Hebrides by the 
French? ·why, they ha.Ye cavilled at every representa­
tion made by the Governments of Australia. They have 
done nothing- at all. Therefore I say that we should be 
extremely carefnl before we have any more of the 
Imperial yolw pla<::::d upon our shoulderS. 

MmfBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! and 
laughter. 

Mr. TUHLEY·: If the hon. gentleman was 
only as outspoken to-day ! The hon. member 
went on to say-

\Ve, in these colonies, are building- up a nation of our 
o'Yn-a great Australia.n nation~ which, I dare say, w1ll 
be as great in a few generations to come ns the States 
of America or Canada are at the present t1me. And I 
am sure, Sit·, that in time we ~hall be as able to resent 
such treatment as we have received from the Imperial 
Government as the Americans were to re~,<Jnt the orcn­
pation of Jfexico by the French. rrhe Americans told 
them, "rrl!is climate is not congenial to you; we would 
advise you to find r mne other climate"; and the French 
went, and have no authority in :llexico to thiR day. 
We are free AnstraJians here, and iu that spirit I hope 
we shall meet this question. 
What a pity the hon. member is not prepared to 
stand to those sentiments to-day, and vote 
against the unc< nstitutional n:anner in which 
this thing has heen done. 

Mr. ANN EAR : How did I vote on that occa­
sion? 

Mr. TURLEY : The hon. member very pro­
bably voted directly opposite to what he said. I 
am quite prepared to underst;and he could c],) 
that. 

Mr. ANNbAR : I did not. I went to my consti­
tuents on the question. 

lHr. TURLEY: I was pointing out that this 
is another result of the bauble-bunting pro­
clivities of the average politician. We know that 
the hem. gentleman who at that time started the 
Auotraliun squadron had a few letters put at the 
back of his name, and we were under the impres­
sion that that was the only sentiment that was 
animating him ; and I think the majority of the 
peop!e of Queenehnd to-day are under the im­
pre.>sion that th,;t was the only sentiment that 
wns f1nimating the present Premier when he 
made this off<'r. 

The SP.B:AKER: The hon. member is out of 
order i.n imputiug improper motives, and I 
sint'<Jrely trust he will not continue in that 
strain 

Mr. TURLEY: I always thought that ambi­
tion was a proper motive. I am glad to be able 
to understand now that ambition is an improper 
motive. I did not know I was imputing any­
thing improper to the ban. gentleman, but only 
that he was animated by a motive which, in the 
minds.,fnumbers of people, is not comlucive to the 
best interei!ts of these colonies. 'V e all remember 
lhejUJ·orewhich went over New South 'V .1les some 
few years ago when a contingent was sent from 
that colony to the Soudan. Everybody was up 
in arms about it and there was going to be no 
end of glory. I hf1ve spoken to people since who 
>nmt with that contingent, and also to some of 
the politicians who were favourable to it at the 
tiwe. Not twelve months afterwards there were 
very few indeed of those who had anything to do 
with it who were not ab>olutely and utterly 
ashamed of having ever btken any part in it. I 
say to-dav that while this jingo spirit is rampant 
in Australia, while we have the hon. gentleman 
getting up with his enthusiastic loyalty and 
telling us what we should do because we hap 
pen to have been born in a certain part of the 
world-that jingo spirit may catch on for a time; 
but as sure as the sun will rise the day is not far 
distant when everyone of those who are prepared 
to stand forward here and echo those jingoistic 
opinions will be a<hamed of the part they played. 
What. will be the result of it? As has been 
pointed out, we are committing ourselves to 
something, and we have no idea how far it will 
extend. 1 know it is not very popular to stand 
up and say those things. I know people will say 
they are said in a small carping spirit. I deny 
that altogether. It is nothing of the •ort. It is 
with the object of doing- all we possibly can to see 
that these colonies shall not have such a spirit 
engwdered in them as will induce them to take 
a part in anything which is not fair and just. 
There is no member of this Chamber, on whatso­
ever side he sit;, who, if the country he came 
from, or the country his forefathers came from, 
was in actual need, would not be prepared to 
do everything that lay in his power to get 
her the asBistance of all the Australian colo­
nies. The hon. gentleman tells us he i• animated 
by true loyalty. I say it is more lip-loyalty 
than any thing else. If there was anything really 
required we should not have them coming for­
ward with their offers so readily. It wonld be 
left for someone el"e, ag is usually the case, to 
do the heavy work. Last night the hem. member 
for Lcckyer gave us a long series of what are 
alleged to be the grievances under which those 
people ;uffer in the Transvaal. Such being the 
case, it <'eems to me to be necessarv that a reply 
should go forth in the pages of Hansard to what 
the hon. member stated. He takes tt blue-book 
which is published by the authority of the 
Britioh Government, and reads long extracts 
from the despatches of the Commissioners in 
South Af<"ica, and also a very large number 
of extracts from the Press. The hon. 
member for 1\Iaryborough pointed out that 
he quoted from the Johannesburg Star. It is 
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just as well to know the sort of paper he was 
quoting from; and it seems to me that in this 
particular matter we may take the opinion of a 
man who is, at any rate, independent on this 
qu~•tion-Mr. Labouchere, the editor of the 
London Truth. (Ministerial laughter.) It cannot 
be denied that Mr. Labt>uchrre is an independent 
man, a man who is really independent enough 
to speak out his own opinion, to say nothing 
about his having had the offer of Cabinet rank 
in England. 

Mr. ANNEAR: No; not by Mr. Glad,tone. 
Mr. TURLEY: It WllS understood in Austra­

lia, at any rato, that he had been offered Cabinet 
rank in England. But whether he was offered 
Cabinet rank or not, there is no doubt he is a 
man who speaks out fearle&sly what be has to 
say. I will give hon. members his opinion of the 
editor of the Johannesburg Sta1·, which appeared 
in Truth of 17th August, 1899 :-

The Times correspondent at Johitnnt~burg may be a 
most estimable man, but it is a little too absurd that he 
should talk of President Kruger•s gold having been 
devoted to securing support in the London Press. He 
is editor of the Star newspaver in Johannesburg. A 
friend o! mine was approached and offered the editor­
ship. I! I remembe~ rightly the salary was to be 
£3,000 per annum. Those who approached him were 
Rhodesians, and no secret was made that the news· 
paper was to be used to air the grievances of the 
Uitlanders. I have no objection to any London news­
paper having a partisan as one its foreign correspon· 
dents. But ·when this iM the case I do not regard him 
as an impartial recorder of what is going on. 
I should like to point out that a great deal that 
was quoted last night in connection with this 
was from that same paper. 

Mr. AHMSTRONG : I wish to set the bon. 
member right. The only newspaper quotation 
I made was from a speech of President Kruger, 
which had been sent to him for revision before 
it was printed in the Star newspaper. 

Mr. TURLEY : In glancing over the report 
this morning I came across a num­

[8 p.m.] ber of quotations that were marked 
in pencil. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: Not mine. 
Mr. TURLEY : More particularly one in 

connection with the subject of education, which 
the ho;n. gen~leman was speaking of, and tho~e 
quotatwne w1ll be found in Hansard. This ·is 
from the Johannesburg Star of 17th March, 
1899 :-

As soon as the:r have secu1 ed him, they will subsidise 
the school, with th1s dbtmct proviso-that iu the first 
year of the life of the school one hour per day shall be 
devoted to the teaching of the Dutch langua>Ge, that in 
the Sf>COlld year two hours ver day shall be devoted to 
the teaching of the Dutch language. that in the third 
year three hours per day shall be devoted to the teaching 
of the D11tch language, and that in the fourth vtar the 
whole educational system shall be carried on in~ Dutch. 
The hon. gentleman said he was not quoting 
from newspaper extractR. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: Hear, hear) !3nd that is 
included in a despatch later on. 

Mr. TURLEY: Yes, I thoroughly understand 
that, and if the hon. gentlemen had gone through 
this carefully he would have found that the 
despatches are very often based on these reports 
from newspapers. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : Utter nonsense. 
Mr. TURLEY : The despatches ta.ke this 

form- "I enclose, in connection with this 
matter, extracts from a certain paper showing 
so-and-so," and the whole thing contains really 
what has appeared previously in the newspapers. 
The hon. gentleman knows perfectly well that 
that is the way in which despatches are dealt 
with in many instances, and be ic prepared to 
take up these extracts and contend that 
they were not what could be contradicted. 
A great deal has been contradicted, not only 
here but in Cape Colony, the TransV&(tl~ and in 

the old country. But the hon. gentleman did 
not tell us that the High Commi,sioner of South 
Africa was shifted from there because of the 
de,patches which he sent home to Great Britain 
which were altogether in favour of the position 
which the Boers had taken up, and whiCh Mr. 
Cha,mbeflain absolutely refused to have pnb­
lished. Afterwards he was recalled, and Sir 
Alfred Milner was sent out in his place. 

Mr. Bl,LL : To v. hnm are you alluding? 
Mr. TUHI~EY: 'l'o Sir William Butler, who 

was acting as High Commissioner. That gentle­
man was recalled. 

Mr. LESINA : He resigned, and would not take 
it up. 

Mr. TURLJ<~Y: He belonged to the army, 
and was practically recalled, the reason being 
that the despatches which he sent home showed 
thnt a great deal that had been done was prac­
tically done at the inetance of the South African 
League. He pointed out clearly in his despatches 
that the South African League had been at the 
bottom of the whole thing ever since Cecil 
Rhodes was defeated. 

Mr. BELL: Have you seen the despatches? 
Mr. TURLEY : 'rhe only thing that one can 

!!"O upon is what has been stated in the public 
Press. 

Mr. BELL : How did you get your impree.sion? 
Mr. TURLEY : I took it from Truth, and the 

hon. gentleman can see it for himself in the 
library. 

Mr. BELL : Do you take your politics from 
London Truth? 

Mr. McDoNALD: It is as good as the Times. 
Mr. TURLEY : I do not, but I am prepared 

to pbce as much credence on the statements of 
that paper as in some of the hon. member's 
sources of information. 

Mr. BELL: You come from England, and 
ought to know the status of London Truth. 

Mr. TURLEY : The statements are freely and 
fearlessly made, and it cannot be denied that Sir 
\Villiam Butler was recalled. 

Mr. BELL : I do deny it. He came back at 
his own request. 

Mr. TU HLEY: How many Civil senants has 
the hon. gentleman known who have resigned t.heir 
positions because they were wanted to resrgn? 
And if they had not done so, was there not a 
strong probabili:y of their being forced to resign? 

Mr. BELL: You know perfectly well that he 
was connected with the army then, and not with 
the Colonial Office. 

Mr. TURLEY :·We know that, although he 
was a general, or something of that sort, in the 
army, he wa8 the man who was High Commis­
sioner at the Cape. He was the man thr~mgh 
whnm all the despatches had to go, and it was 
because he kept himself in touch, as far as he 
could with the feeling that was abroad in the 
Tran;vaal-because he pointed out that the 
agitators who were b."hind the movement were 
practically the Rhodesian penple, who were 
responsible for the J amieson raid, and because 
his despatches did not fit in exactly with the 
views and ~entiments of the people who were at 
the head of tbe Colonial Office in London, and 
who, to a great extent, have be:'n endeavo':ring 
to shield the people connected w1th the J am1eson 
raid in South Africa-that he was recalled. 

Mr. BELL: 'l'hat is an absolutely irresponsible 
statement. 

Mr. TURLEY: Not as irresponsible as ,"ome 
of the hon. g' ntleman's statements. He knows 
perfectly well that Sir \Villiam Butler was 
recalled: and Sir Alfred Milner was sent out to 
take his place. There is some evidence of that. 

Mr. BELL: You are utterly wrong in making 
that st[ltement. 

Mr. McDONALll: You get up and make a 
speech after. 
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Mr. BELL: I make no more interjections than 
you do. 

Mr. MoDONALD: I am not interjecting at all. 
The SPEAKER : Order, order! 
Mr. TURLEY: I suppPse the- position of the 

gentlem:m who tdits this paper is snch a< to 
enable him to make a quotation from the 
despatches of Sir William Butler. Here is an 
extractirom the paper of 29th ,June, 18!)!)-

As to this league, that level-headed man. General Sir 
1Villiam Butler, when acting a few month~ ago as High 
Commissioner, informed J.fr. Cllamberlain tht.t much of 
the ill-feeling between Boers ~md Uitlanders \t·as due to 
his action, and he warned him to receive "with caution 
and a larger mEasure of suspicion" statements emanat­
ing from the officers of that organisation." 
Surely to goodness, there is something in that.? 
That is put in as a quotation from some of the 
despatches sent by Sir \Villiam Butler. The 
hon, gentleman does not wiBh to believe that, 
because, I suppose, it does not altogether fit in 
with some of his opinions. The hon. member 
for Lockyer last night q noted from the blue­
book, to show some of the grievances of the 
Uitlanders; to prove that the Boers did not 
treat them fairly. I admit that straight away. 
AtJ the same time I contend that the people who 
are in the Transvaal went there knowing the 
laws of the country. Thev must have known 
the style and manners of the people who have 
control of the affain of that countrv. Those 
people had made their own laws. They had 
made laws regarding the franchise and other 
grievances, of which the hon. gentlemttn spoke. 

Mr. AR:;ISTRONG : The franchise has been con­
tinually changed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Have you 
not come here to get one m<>n one vote? 

Mr. TUBLEY: Certainly; and it is ten years 
since the agitation was sta.rted in Queensh:nd for 
one man one vote, and we have not got it yet, 
although there have been thou,ands of people 
outBide who have been demanding th<>t this 
reform should be gr11nted. Yet the hon. gentle­
men who <>re sitting on the Treasury benches 
to-day have been doing all they possibly could 
by all manner of devices to se~ that the reform 
was kept back. 

The SEORE'rARY l!'OR PUBLIC LANDS: Your 
argument is that the Uitlanders must not 
agitate. 

Mr. TURLEY: No. I am not s1ying any­
thing of the sort. I do not blame the Uitlanders 
for agitating at all, and I do Il'Jt blame the 
English Government for carrying any measures 
they wish in connection wHh their people there. 
But I blame the Government here for forcing 
themselves into a quarrel with which they have 
ab,olutely nothing whatever to do. 'flut is the 
position we take up-that we Rhould not be com­
pelled to go into a quarrel which iR !lOt ours, 
which we had nothing whatever to do in bringing 
<>bout, and with which we should have nothing 
whatever to do in settling. A number of the 
d1fficultie%, as pointed out; by the hon. gentleman, 
is in connection with the liquor la.w. We know 
perfectly well that th<>t is b<td, but it is bad in more 
places than the Transvaal. But it has been bad 
there. Why? Simply at the instigation of a 
number of people who are themsel ve• termed 
Uitlantlers. There are a number of them there. 
They have gone there with the object of exploita­
tion, and they have succeeded in not only getting 
more licenses, but the illicit sRle of liquors in the 
Trans1·aal, I believe, exceeds the illicit sale of it 
in any other place. Has it not been so in other 
places? Has it not been the illicit sale of liquor 
that has caused commotion in other places? 
Has it not been the sn.me in almost any country 
the hon. gentleman can name? 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : And the Uitlanders merely 
ask that they should be prevented. 

1:Ir. 'fURLEY: I am not against the people 
who are there asking that it should be prevented. 
I want to know why we should force ourselves 
in to these quarrels, which are of a domestic 
na,ture a·' far as the Transvaal is concerned. 
'!_'hat io one of the particular questions that the 
hon. gentleman took up. He dealt with it, not 
from the point of view of the illicit s<tle of liquor, 
which is practically a local question, but from 
the fact that licenses wen• granted wholesale. 

Mr. AmrsTRONG : The maladministration of 
the liquor law. 

Mr. TURLEY: Because licenses were being 
granted in excess of what wa• considered to be 
reasonable. 

Mr. AR1IST'RONG: Maladministration. 
Mr. TURLEY: Out of this arises one of the 

grievances that the hon. gentlem<>n was talking 
about as one aE the atrocities-the att-ocity of a 
white woman-Mrs. Apple bee, being killed. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : I did not touch that case, 
I dealt with the :h;dgar case only. 

Mr. TURLEY: We will deal with the Edgar 
case if it suits the hon. gentleman, and see 
exactly what it was. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : I told the House last night 
what it was. 

Mr. TURL1<~Y : The Eclgar case was this : It 
is pointed out in the~e very deepatches that a 
great deal was made of it which should not have 
been made of it in any other country or under 
other circumstances. 

T\fr. AR}ISTRONG : 'The circumstances in every 
country are not the same. 

Mr. TURLEY: 'l'his is-- , 
Mr. ARMSTRONG : That is a Press report. 
Mr. TURLJ;~Y: A wire from Sir Alfred 

Milner to Mr. Chamberlain, received at 1 a. m. 
on the 5th of May, 18U9-

The present crisis undoubtedly arises out of the 
Edgar incident. But that incident merely precipitated 
a btruggle which wa,3 certain to come. It is possible to 
make too much of the killing of I~dgar. It was a 
:3hocking, and in my judgment. a criminal blunder, such 
as would have excited a popular outcry anywhere. It 
was made muf'h 'tYOrse by the light way in which it was 
first dealt with by the }}Ublic prosecutor, and by the 
11ttitude of the judge nt the trial. By itself, however, it 
would not hav -, justified, nor, in tact, provoked, the 
present storm. Bnt it happened to touch a particularly 
sore place. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear! 
Mr. TUl~LEY: This was the opinion of 

people there. What was this great outrage? 
'I'here were three men standing talking on the 
side of a street. Another man comes along, who 
is the worse for liquor, as is clearly stf>ted in the 
evidence. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: Of the Dutch doctor. 
Mr. TURLJ<~Y: 'I'wo doctors- by the Dutch 

doctor and another ,ts well. 
Mr. ARMSTRONG : Only one doctor-- only the 

Dutch doctor. 
Mr. TURLEY: There are three men on the 

other side, and one of them had a dog. He is 
under Lhe influence of drink. 

Mr. AR:;rsTRONG: No. 
Mr. TURLEY: The man who owned the dog 

kicks ont with his boot and gives it a kick, and, 
in Dutch, says "Get out." The other man-· 
Edgar, who was going in at his door-walked 
across the road, because his wife, in her evidence, 
stated she heard him speaking to people, and 
says to this man, "\Vho are you telling to get 
out ?" A man by the name of Shepperd said, 
" Oh, do not take any notice of him ; be is very 
drunk." This man immediately, without any 
further consideration, hits at this man named 
}foster, <>nd stretches him out on the footpath. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Edgar did? 
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Mr. TURLEY: Edgar did. Shepperd says 
he was under the impression that the man was 
dea:d, and he went to call the police. The 
police came up; but, during- the interval, Edgar 
had gone into his house. The police went to his 
door; and there, I think, they were .wrong, 
because they broke the door open. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : They went to the winclow 
first. 

Mr. TURLEY: They went to the window 
first, and then went to the door, after telling him 
they wanted him to come out, under the impres­
sion that a mnrder had been committed. He 
did not come out, and one of them threw the door 
open. As won as h8 stepped inside, the nHn 
inside went for him with a stick, on the end of 
which there was an iron screw. That was the 
evidence. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : The stick was never known 
to be in the house before. 

Mr. TURLEY: The man who was attacked 
bore evidence of the attack, whether the stick 
was known to be there or not. This policeman 
then fired at the man who was in the honse, and 
shot him. I do not justify the action of the 
police or anyone going into a man's house ; hut I 
understand that here in Queensland, if I were to 
commit murder, and shelter mygelf in my own 
house, the police could come and take me. I 
understand that for crime the police are allowed 
in any country to go and arrBst a criminal. What 
I contend is that there is a great deal made out 
of this incident by hon. members not giving U8 

the true fncts of the case, and sim]Jly pointing 
ont that this man had been shot, without giving 
the rlasons wlly, or the circum;;tances which led 
up to it. \Ve shoulrl hal'e full informatio.; when 
we are considering these matters. It is no use 
giving--

Mr. ARMSTRONG : You do not tell the Chamber 
you are giving the Dutch version of the incident. 

Mr. TURLEY: I "'m giving the version of 
others who were there besides the Dutch. \Vhen 
the case came before the court there were other 
people hesidcs Dutch who stated theee facts­
PI en who were not interested in the case at all. 
What was the result? Was not there nearly an 
embroil in other matters over this from the very 
fac~ that the South African League was b&hind, 
eggmg on the people who weru going round gBt­
ting affidavits? The South African League then 
went and published these affidavits in the Press 
even before the case came before the courts. It 
is no wonder that the question of contempt of 
court was raised, when it is shown that the 
people who have been at t.he bottom of the 
whole of this agitation have been trying to use 
the Edgar case with the object of furthering 
their own nefarious business. That was the 
whole poe.ition. It is better that the hon. 
gentleman should give the House the whole of 
the information in connection with this case, 
instead of simply soying a man was brutally 
murdered by the Boer authorities. I hardly 
understand what the hon. member means. 'I 
underRtood that he was giving . the true ]JOsition 
of affairs as far as· possible. That, at least, is 
what I am endeavouring to do. I have read the 
whole of the evidence given in the lower court, 
and also the whole of the evidence given in the 
higher court-from those called in connection with 
the Boers as well as tho<e called on the other 
side; and the evidence clearly points to that. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: I took the affidavit of Mrs. 
Edgar herself, and I consider her oath as good 
as anyone in the crowd, and I stand by it still. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. TURLEY : I am taking her o>ttb as well, 

only she stated that she did not see her husband 
with a stick in his hand, while other people were 

prepared to say that they did, and the man who 
was struck was struck twice and bore evidence of 
the wounds inflicted on him. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : So the Dutch doctor said 
when he examined him ten days afterwards. 

Mr. TURLEY: The hon. gentleman struck 
one of the grett reasons of this when he men­
tioned the tax upon gold. That has been, to n. 
great extent, one of the principal reasons why 

·this agit~ttion has gone on. The af(itation has 
gone on more pronouncedly since the tax was 
put on gold-a tax of 5 per cent. on the net pro­
fit-because there has been a large amount of 
gold won in that country, and large for~unes 
have been made in connection with it, and those 
who have been exploiting the country for years 
do not wish to be ''ubject to taxation. Therefore, 
one of the principal grievances has been in con­
nection with this gold tax. It ha;, not been the 
miners who have been agitating on that .account. 

Mr. Am!STRONG: I said it affected the miners. 
Mr. TURLEY: Does it affect the miner to 

any considerable extent in Qu<>cnsland, which 
does not turn out anything like the sarne amount 
of gold? 

Mr. A mrsTROXG : By itself probably not, bnt 
I pointed this out as one of the reasons. 

The SPEAKI~R: Order ! 
Mr. TURLEY: It is the shareholders in the 

large companies there who have been endeav­
ouring to use the majority of the population to 
secure their own ends us has been pointed out 
time and again. Now, I will givetheopinionsofa 
m"'n as expressed even before the J amieson raid. 
Tlds is from a new~paper, which again is sub­
sided by the South African Company, that, is the 
Clt]Je Tirrnes. 

Mr. BELL : \Vhy do you say that? 
lYh. TURLEY: Bec:cuse it hGs Leen admitted, 

as the hrm. member will see if he will go to the 
blue-book. This is an American citizen, and it 
is ncC1rly three years ago since he pointed out 
what in his opinion was the position they would 
occupy. In the first place he pointed out that 
he had no sympathy with the Government of the 
Transvaal; he did nnt believe they treated the 
p~ople as liberally as thf'Y Bhonld ; he believed 
they departed from what he understood to be 
repnblicanis1n. He ::JaVR-

Now, I wh'h to point out very clearly to you, gentle­
men, that it is rou, the thousand men here to-night, 
who reurf'sent the true spirit of the population. 
(Applal'S'J.) You are the bone and s:new of the 
country, governing the indtu;try. You nre the bone 
and sinew of its wealth and its prosperity. V\~hen you 
make a move, we shall all make a move-Americans, 
Britons, Irishmen, Dutchmen, Frenchmen, Germans, 
Cornishmen~even Scotchmen. (lJaughter.) But we must 
not make this move, gentlemen, at the behest of those 
who now sng,:re.;;t it. \Ve must watch what we do very 
wm·ily; we must, for onrt:>df-preservation, very carefully 
note lww we are made the humble tonls and mLan 
instruments of the means to an end of the clique of 
capitalis.ts, ofthe monopolists, and the combination of 
n1onopolists that have alone tlwir personal aggrandise­
ment and their personal further enrichment before 
them, and nothing else. They would profit by our 
united action. Thev will try to move forward at our 
expense. You must not expect, gentlemer., you dare 
not hope that your conditions will be bettered by an 
overthrow of the Government~ by the united action 
that the capitalists mysteriously llint at. The men ~ho 
now pO">;ess millions will make more millions by the 
subjugation of the working men of the Rand to their 
whims and dt~irPs. "\Ye have the exam-ple of the Cape 
Colony, of Kimberley, before lF, where no man can make 
a living. I maint~,jn that yon men c:.tnnot make the 
money and f-'ilrn the wages at Kimberley that you can 
here. Gentlf'men. we muf't not tolerate any monopoly 
or t\ombinations of monopolies. \Ve must vigilantly 
watch any atit·mpt made to seduce our affections from 
onrselve~. and from our well-beirg. There. are com­
pani8s nnd corporations and groups of capitalists who 
will profit exceedingly by an overthrow o.r the l+overn­
ment, and these conspirators are endeavouring to make 
JOU their tools-then· instruments. If you men don't 
want a repetition of the Kimberley episode, if you do 
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not want to see a De Beers syndicate owned by a few 
rich men established here as the controlling and 
governing influence paramount, you will watch this 
intrigue with verv wholesome suspici()n, as it is laid 
here before you to-night in its trne light and true 
colours. 
There is the position cle:1l'h· laid down by a man 
who was speaking in the town of ,Johannesburg, 
and it eeerns to me t!Jat when men on the spot 
are able to see exactly what the object of the 
agitation is we ought to benafit at leaet by their 
knowledge and their experience. 'l'he dynamite 
monopoly is undoubtedly recogniRed as some­
thing which weighs heavily on the mining 
industry, but I believe the price of the same 
commodity is about the same in Queensland a' it 
is iu the Transvaal. 

Mr. ARMS1'RONG : No. 
Mr. TURLEY: I asked the hon. member for 

Croydon whtLt was the price ~nd he told me it 
was about lOOs. a c<tse in Qnecmsland. The 
highest it has been there Is 107s. a case, 
and the last offer made was contained in the 
despatche; tLe hon. gentlemn,n read last night, 
where the President stated that he had made 
arrangements for it to be sold at 70s. a case. 

Mr. AHMSTI\ONG: He said he thought he could 
do so. 

Mr. TURLEY: He stated that he had made 
arrangem8nts, which he believed would be verified, 
that the price should be 70s. a case, or oiomething 
like 30s. a case less them the price to-day in 
Queensland. The hon. gentleman said the 
dynamite monopoly was Pne of the rea<ons why 
Queensland troops should be sent to South 
Africa with the object of rectifying grievances. 

Mr. AmrsTRONG : I never said anything of the 
sort, and no one knows it better than the hon. 
member. 

Mr. TURLEY: The hon. member included 
it in the reasons why troops shonld be sent. Did 
the hon. gentlemttn kick up such a row when the 
cyanide people were allowed to come here and 
charge our miners 20 per cent.? Not a word 
from the hon. gentleman. Thfly were allowed to 
have practicnlly a monopoly in Queensland with 
the connivance and assistance of the Government, 
and not a word was uttered against them ~s 
monopolists or against the industry being heavily 
taxed. It was only when the question was agi­
tnted from one end of Queens!ttnd to the other 
that the Government were prepared to step in 
and do anything at all. 

Mr. LESINA : They believe in reform 10,000 
miles away. 

Mr. TURLEY : I do not know that there is 
any use in traverdng the whole of thP statements 
made by thA hon. member for Lockyer, because 
there are other hon. men, hers who desire to ~peak 
on the question ; but I think when we boil d<Hrn 
some of these grievances, and when we find out 
the opinions expressed by people living there, 
and tbP letters "ent to the Press, it seems to me 
that we c,·,n take the opinions of men living there 
to be at least worth something. This is a cable 

that went from Capetnwn this yeax 
[8·30 p.m.] to London, dated Hth July. It 

reads:-
Capetown, 14th July. 

The R<lv. Dr. Kolbe. the virtual head of the Catholic 
Church at the Carpe, write::; impeaching ~Ir. Chamberlain 
at=~ directly aiming at war. As a traitor to his mvn party 
1ir. Chamberlain seeks to 

JUSTIFY HIMSELF TO THJ+~ CONSl<::RVA1'IVES 
by winning the wealth of the Transvaal. TheY all knew 
at the time of the raid that l\Ir. Chamberlain knew how 
to ~ive a wink meaning everything to one side and 
nothing to the other, and that he was far too clever to 
tell a vulgar untruth. Foiled in that attack, after a 
decent interval, he instructed Sir Alfred .:Hilner to put 
on the screw. Sir Alfn:l Milner's amazing dp;,:patch srt 
that beyond doubt, and showed that the Bloemfontein 
eont'erence was a prearranged farce, not on the side of 
the Transvaal, but on the British side. 

PLOT 10 F01IE='l"T WAR. 
rrhere was a deltberate intention to make demand~ 

carefully calculated up to war point and, even had 
Prmddent Kruger accepted Sir A.Hrcd Milner's 1ninhnum, 
it would hav0 avniled him nothing. 

ENGLAND STOLE TIIg DIA1IO~DS. 
England stole the dlamonds from the Orange Free 

State, and now wanted to stenl the gold from the 
r.rransvr.'1l. ThiJ WU.'3 not the first time England had 
raised a lofty moral cry again~ t the perpetratlon of 
a monstrous injustice. The doctor sH,ys that if war is 
aetna,lly entered upon he could not wish God-speed to 
his country in an unjust, cause. He titrongly defends 
General Hir lfilliam Butler again"'t the newspaper 
attack. \Yar, he concludE--'. will eren.te many 1nore 
abusf" than it heals, espech~llv when it i.s a war of 
hypocrisy and greed. Dr. Kolbe is a. man uuiv·ersally 
rhpected, and in politic6 his opinion carries great 
weight. 
The"e expressions of opinion were not given 
from personal motives, but they were given by 
men who recognised the facts of the c:,se, and 
they are entitled to just as much consideration 
n·; 'the things quoted from the blue-boo~ sent 
from the Commissioner to the Guvernment m the 
old c"untry. It seems to me that we may be 
ab I o to arrive at a better conclusion in this matter 
by taking- the evidence of these persons rather than 
cc parte st~,tements from the blue-book. To come 
to the particular qn0·Jtion now before the House, 
I would like to point out that we hardly know 
where we are. The hon. member who introduced 
the motion has said that a large number of men 
hnvc volunteered their services. vVe have had 
the Canadian offer that has been supposed to 
have been made contradicted, and then we are 
told tha,t tbero has been great agitation there­
that men are coming forward and volnnteedng 
for service anywhere. Let us see how much of 
these st .ctements are true. In the corresp~n­
dence laid on the table of the House, we are 
infornw i that certain per,;nns are prepared ;.o go 
away from the colony on service. Letter :No. 13 
says:--

THE OFFICEIL CtDDL\.NDI.:·m QUEE:-;SLAND 1IoUNTED 
lNI<'A~TltY to rrnB CmiltANDAN'r, Q.D.F. " 

SlR,~In accordance with your instructions, I have 
the honour to Rnhmit the names of the following officers 
to proceed to South Africa, iu the event of the Queens­
land Government sending a contingent there:-

Li.eut.-Colonel P. Ricardo. in command. 
C,tptain II. G. Cllanvcl, Adjutant ancl Quartermaster. 

C{J;!fa,:zs Commrm tiny Companies. 

Captain P. \V. G. Pinnock Captain D. E. Re id 
Captain L. E. D. Evans Captain H. Bailey. 

Lieutenants.-Divisian Leaders. 
Lieutenant F. J. D. Darvall Lieutenant H. J. I. IIarris 
Lieutenant R . .J'l. Stodart !Jieutena.nt R. U. Roberts 
Lieutenant H. J. Harris Lieutenant A. U. Adi.e 
Lieutenant '1\ VV. Glasgow JJieutenant H. Hanley. 
Then we get this in the Press-in the Gou1·ier of 
the 7th October:-

So far there has been no actual enrolment of men, 
but as soon as possible that will be entered upon. The 
rate of pay and other details will have to be fixed first, 
and. that \Yill have to stand oveT until the Commandant 
has had an interview with the Chief ~ecretary. Xo 
selection of officers has yet been made, and some annoy­
ance has been caused by the publication of names of 
officers recommended for service without their being 
consulted in the matter. These officers state that it is 
impos~riblc for them to leave Queensland at present, and 
they have not volnnt""ered for ~onth .4 frica. 
The names of the men who are prepared to go 
into active service are here mentioned. The 
first thing we glean from tbis is that annoyance 
has been caused to these men, because they had 
not been asked to offer th<jr services, and were 
not vrepared to go if they were reqnired. Does 
that tend to show th::tt the statements made by 
hon. members on tbe other side about men 
volunteerin" f0r service are true? It seems 
to me that the question i,., this: Are we pre­
pared, as a body, to support a wrong action 
or not? \Ye have been told that it is 
a matter of repudiation. Repudiate what? 



3!:12 The Transvaal Contingent. [ASSEMBLY.] The Transvaal Contingent. 

Repudiate the action of the hon. gentleman at 
head of the Government ! Or are we prepared 
to condone a wrong and establish a prtcedent 
that other men will be entitled to follow after­
wards? It is not a question of whether troops 
are to be sent to South Africa or not, but 
that hon. members opposite are endeavouring- to 
establish a precedent which will r<'Co[rni"e the 
right of the Government or a Minister at 
the head of the Government to commit this 
colony to an indefinite expense without con­
sent of Parliament It is not a matter of 
sending troops to the Transvaal or not, but 
of the Government taking up any other wild­
cat scheme, committing the countr~· to enor­
mous expenoe, and then asking Parliament to 
condone it. We should endeavour to main­
tain, as well as we c!tn, lhe cleanlines3, the 
morality, of the Government of the daY, who­
ever they m!ty be. Fancy the hon. member who 
leads the Opposition oceupying the Treasury 
benches committing the colony to an expense of 
£50,000, and then "'sking that his action should 
be condoned! \Vonld hon. members opposite. 
sitting on these benches, consider that a matter 
thn,t would be to the credit of the colony ? 
They would think nothing of the sort. Hon. 
II_Iembers on the other Bide preach about repudia­
tiOn, but they have no hesitation in repudiating 
when it suits them. Th!tt i" the position, and 
there is no use hon. members trying to draw a 
r8d herring across the track. The position is 
this-whether we are prepared to condone a 
wrong action done by the Government, which 
will run the colony into a large expense withou~ 
the authority of Parliament, and thus'establish 
a precedent winch may act most injuriously. I 
ag:fee with the hon. member for Dalby that the 
power of the Cabinet is usurping I he powers 
of Parliament beyond all rea,;onable bounds, 
and I say it is necessary to put a curb on 
the powers of the hon. members on the front 
Ministerial benches ; but I am p1·epared to do 
more than the hon. member. I am prepared 
not only to stand up and say what my senti­
ments and my opinions are, but I am prepared 
to follow it np by action, and I believe this 
House will be doing the right thing if it simply 
votes for the amendment. \Vhether it means 
that the troops go or whether it means that the 
troops do not go, it is better to show that 
Parliament wishes to hold the Cabinet in hand, 
and not allow them or any other number of 
men who may occupy the front Tre:tsury bench 
to run this country into an indefinite expendi­
ture without their having been consulted. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
*The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge, i1£amnoa): I am not going to take up 
about an hour and a quarter with the observa­
tions which I have to addrDss to the House. It 
is very undesirable on an occasion like the pre· 
sent, when most hon. merr.b8rs probably desire 
to give expression to their opinions, th"'t anyone 
s?ould monopolise too large a proportion of the 
trme. I take exception to the manner in which 
hon. members seem dispo,,ed to discuss this 
question. The drift of the debate this afternoon 
has largely taken the shape of referring to the 
present House as a jury, to be addressed by 
ad vacates on one side or the other in order 
to prove whether the grievances which are 
alleged to exist in the Transvaal are genuine 
grievances or not. Now I take it that we are 
really not acting wisely in entering too minutely 
into a discussion of the various matters that h"'ve 
occupied the attention of Greot Britain--of the 
whole world, for the matter of that-for the last 
six months, in order to arrive at a conclusion of 
our own as to whether the British Government 
is justified in the att.itude which it has assumed 
towards the Transvaal. 

Mr. DA WSON : The question now is, Is the 
action of the Governmer.t justified? 

The ATTORN.EY-GENlWAL: I am coming 
to that. I say we have had a lot of time taken up 
in the endeavour to prove that the evidence given 
by A, B, and C is not as reli,.,ble as the evidence 
given by D, .E, "nd F. I do not blame the bun. 
member for Lockyer when introducing the matter 
last night, in referring largely "'"he did to facts, 
brcause he simply confined himself to quotations 
from the blue-book published under authority 
in Great Britain, and as indicating in some 
measure the drift and general nature of the 
grievances which oppress our fellow-subject3 
in the Transvaal ; but I do not .ee why we 
should all of us go into minute details in the 
discussion of the question as to whether there 
is a just grievance in respect of the price of 
dynamite or in respect to some other kind of 
monopoly alleged to prevail there. One thing 
is quite certain-that the British Government­
which is a Government notoriously slow to t"'ke 
decisive action-is fully satisfied that there are 
grievances there which are absolutely intoler­
able, and which onght not to be countenanced 
by any Government having the welfare of the 
subjects of Great Britain at heart, And depend 
upon it, if there was nothing whatever in these 
g-rievances that deserves redress by the interven­
tion of a strong hand, it is remarkable how great 
is the unanimity existing amorg the great powers 
of Europe upon the subject. \Ye know very 
well that some ,-,f the, continental powers are 
only too eager to discov. r and to pronounce 
Gre;tt Britain in the wrong in order to humiliate 
her if the opportunity presents itself. And yet 
we find the Press of Germany, and the Press of 
France, and even the Press of Russia, all taking 
the side of Great Britain in the matter. 

Mr. DA WSON : \V hat ! all? 
The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: And they 

are urging Preeident K1 uger to yield to the 
rea;onable demands that are now being made on 
the part of Great Britain, 

M E~!BERS on the Government side: Hear, hear! 
Mr. DAWSON : \Vhere do you g-et that? 
The ATTORNEY -GENERAL: It is in every 

newspaper, as the hon. member will find if he 
takes the trouble to look. I have seen it stated, 
not once, but many times, that the continental 
Press has expreseed the opinion I have just 
stated. And when we know there is such unity 
of sentiment, I think we are a little behind the 
times when we, here at this end of the world, 
with but limited means of information, attempt 
to discuss the value of this or that evidence 
upon which the claims to redress on the part 
of the residents of the Trans' oal are based. 
The question really is for this House to decide 
whether the Government, in the step it has 
taken, has acted in a way that renders ~t lia_ble 
to condemnation. Jt must be borne m mmd 
that at the time when the offer of troops was 
made to Great Britain by the Premier of this 
colony Parliament was not only not in session, but 
it was known that it woald not immediately be in 
session. 

Mr. GLASSEY: And no offer should have been 
made until Parliament wa" in session. 

The A'ITORN:EY-GJ<~NF~RAL: The elate for 
the opening of Pnrliament "as fixed for 12th 
September, and we knew Parliament could not 
meet befcre that tin:e, and in the meanwhile the 
condition of things was becoming more serious, 
and the strained relations between President 
Kruger and Great Britain-the suzerain of t::at 
country-were becoming more acute, and it was 
believed by most people who were trying to 
inform themsehes as to the red state of affairs 
that war would really be precipitated within a 
few weeks at the outside, when the offer of 
troops was made. 
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Mr. DAWSON: 'What do you understand to be 
the rneaning of the word "suz ·-rain"? 

The DECHETARY l!'OR PGBLJC LAK!lS : Ll•ok it 
up in the dictionary. 

The ATTORNEY-Gl£KERAL: Hon. mem­
bers seem to think that the Government acted 
unconstitutionally in this matter. 

Mr. DAWSON: Hear, hear! 
The ATTORNEY-GJ!j~ERAL: Well, I take 

it that we have the fine"t example of a Constitu­
tion in the mother country, from which we have 
all sprung. 

Mr. DAWSON: Th,-y htwe got no Constitution. 
The ATTORNEY.GENEHAL : In copying 

the action of the Executive of Great Britain I 
do not think that the Government of any depen­
dency of the Empire goes very far ast.ray. Now, 
it is a very well-known fact th>Lt when Parliament 
is not in session in Great Britain it is competent 
for the Queen's advisers to dec:are war without 
the authority of Parliament. 

Mr. McDoNALD: \Vhat do they do after­
wards? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If they make 
a mistake in declaring war on their own responsi­
bility, Parliament afterwards deals with the 
Government that has made the mistake. 

Mr. McDoNALD : They have to dt•al with 
them in any ca•·e. 

The ATTOR;'{EY-GENERAL: They have 
to deal with them in this way-that they have to 
vote the supplies for carrying on the war, and if 
Parliament disagrees with the action of the 
Executive then there is one course, and one 
course only, open to them. That is the course 
which has been taken here. The Government 
always takes the risk of rightly interpreting 
public opinion, and apprehending wh1t the con­
sequences of its own actions in such a grave 
matter will be. 'Ihat is what has been done in 
this case. 

Mr. GLASSEY: It is not the colony's quarrel. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: lam coming 

to that. I am only pointing out as to the 
constitutional or unconstitutional aspect of the 
question at present, and I say there is nothing 
unheard-of in the course which has bcoen pursued 
by the Government in this matt,•r. The Pnmier 
believed, when he made the offer of the troops, 
that he was acting in accordance with the great 
bulk of public opinion, and I venture to say that, 
if the House were sent to the country to-morrow 
upon this question, then those who favour the 
action of the Premier would be returned in an 
overwhelming majority. 

MEMBERS on the Govc·rnment side: Hear, 
hear! 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Question ! Try it! 
Mr. McDoNAI.D : You are not game to try it. 
The TREASGHER: Yes, we are. 
The AT'l'OHNEY-GENERAL: With the 

means I have at my dispooal of correctly inter­
preting public opinion, I believe that is what 
the result would be if the constituencies had an 
opportunity of registering their decision npon 
the question. It has been said that the differ­
ence between the powers possessed by the 
Executive of Great, Britain and the powers 
possessed by the Executive of Queensland is 
this : That while the Executive of Great Britain 
has power to declare war, if necessary, without 
the authority of Parliament first obtained, we 
here are not justified in taidng any steps such as 
have been taken in this case, because it is said 
it is not our quarrel. Now I tnke a different 
stand from that. I am not an Englishman. I 
have the happiness, like my hon. friend over t.here, 
of being born in Australia. I never was in England. 
I hope to complete my education before I die, 
and I shall never complete it until I have the 
opportunity of going to Great Britain to study 
all that is to be learnt by actual contact with the 

men and the opportunities of information that 
are available there. But still I am no English­
man, nor am I the son of an Englishman. Yet, 
at the same time, I glory in the fact that the 
flag that waves above me is the grand old flag 
that for a thomand years "has braved the battle 
and the breeze." 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

The ATTORNEY- GENERAL: What 
country in the world is there, save the British Em­
pire, or Slnne part of the British Empire, in which 
men are free to express their opinions and go to 
the len~th they are permitted to go there in 
oppo"ition to the will of the Government of the 
country? Look at South Afric:1, where we have 
an example in that trai,tor who occnpits the posi­
tion of Premier in Cape Colony. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Oh, oh! \Vith­
draw ! Shame ! 

The ATTORNEY- GENERAL: I say a 
traitor, who in former times would have had 
summary punishment dealt out to him, who 
would have been taken out and given a very 
short shrift. 

lYIE:IIBEHs on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

MEli!BEHS of the Opposition : Shame, shame ! 
The ATTOH,NEY-GENERAL: I say that 

in no country of the world would such action as 
he has taken be possible, except in Great Britain 
itself or in snme dependency of the Empire. \V e 
have this fact-that while Portugal, a friendly 
ally of Great Britain, prevented a ship in Delagoa 
Bcty from lauding a cargo of ammunition, yet 
this man, who is at the present time the unworthy 
occuprmt of the position of Premier of Cape 
Colony, allowect to go into the Transvaal, by 
train-loads, a lot of ammunition which he knew 
was intended to be used for the purpose of 
shooting down Englishmen if they should come 
to close quarters with the Boers. 

:Mr. FrsHEH: Do you aliow a prisoner to 
defend himself ? 

The ATTORKEY-GENERAL: I say not 
only am I not an Englishman, but I am no jingo. 

MEMBERS of the Op!H"ition : Oh ! 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am not a 

jingo. I am not a man in favour of war. I 
neither believe in going to war myself nor in 
sending my brothers, or my cousins, or any 
other relatives to fight. I am not one of that 
sort. But I say this is not a question as to 
wheth, r w~ should rush into a quarrel that is 
none of ours; the question is whether when 
Great Britain is committed to a great struggle--

MEMBEHS of the Opposition : Struggle ! 
The ATTORNEY - GENERAL: Yes, 

struggle; the principle is a great one. I say the 
quescion is whether when Great Britain is com­
mitted to a struggle like this, we are or are not 
to a' ail ourselves of the opportunity ]Jresented 
of exhibiting in a way that will rmpress the 
imagination of the world as nothing else can the 
solidarity of the British Empire. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear J 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We do not 
snppose, there is no man so infatuated as to sup­
pose, that 250 men going from Queensland can 
make any very great difference in the result one 
way or the other, No man flatters himself about 
that. But the questi<•n is whether this is an 
opportunity that is presented of showing to the 
world that the people who ''peak the British lan­
guage, and who own the British flag in all 
quarters of the globe, are one people or are a 
divided people. 

An HONOURABLE MEiiiBER : Jin~oism. 
The ATTORNEY- GENERAL: lt is not 

jingoism. Depend upon it there never was a 
time when the outlook was more serions than it 
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is now. We may laugh and make merry over 
the condition of things, but we do not know 
when our turn is to come. There haR grown up 
here rectmtly, within the last few years, a power 
which has as~erted itself in a way that has 
excited the astoni•hment of the world. I refer 
to Japan. I dare s >y most persons, like myflelf, 
when they heard of little Japan having the 
temerity to go to war with the great giant China, 
as I thcught she was to be regarded at that time, 
thought that little Japan had gone off its 
head. It was like a mouse attacking a 
lion. Bnt there was a development of pnwt:r 
exhibited on that occasion that I think- took 
every thinking man by surpri.-e, and the result 
of that contest with China has been to make 
,Japan one of the great navnl powers of the 
earth. I think if Great Britain is once involved 
in a serious struggle, and if in that strugglP she 
excites the opposition of other nati•ms of the 
earth, who may be only too rearly to seize the 
opportunity, as was nearly being the case only 
a year or two ago, that would furni -h the oppor­
tunit.y for a nation like J npan to swoop down 
upon a valuable place like Australia. They 
would very likely make war upon us, and if we 
by our, as I regard it, patriotic action in this 
matter show our sympathy with our feHow-sub­
jects in South Africa, then if we should be in 
trouble from any can se we may exvect a, imilar 
exhibition of patriotic sympathy and fellow-feel­
ing towards us as British subjects. 
ME~IBERS on the Government Bide: Hear, hear! 

'l'he ATTORNEY-GENERAL : The hem. 
member for Drayton a,nd Toowoomba, lYfr. 
Groom, referred to the action that was tttken by 
the then Premier in 18R7, in agreeing to an 
arrangement that was entered into between the 
Secretary of State and the several colonies with 
respect to the maintenance of a naval auxiliary 
in Australian waters. It appears that the•e was 
no opportunit.~- on that occasion of consulting 
Parliament. The other members of the Con­
ference were willing to pledge their own colonies 
in this respect, but it remained for the Queens­
land PremiPr to he the man to be humiliated, 
and the opportunity was only too eagerly caught 
an. It wae regarded as too precious to be 
allowed to gu by thn opponents of the then 
Premier, and though believing as firmly as the 
Premier himself believed in the propriety of the 
arrangement made, yet for the purpose of 
snatching a party victory they humiliated the 
Premier; and I venture to say that there are 
some hrm. men, hers sitting over there t.'>-night 
who, in their heart of hearts--

:Mr. DA wso:-<: I was secretary to yr>ur el ctirm 
committee, and we all disapproved of.that. action 
on the part of the Premier. 

The ATTORNEY-GENJ<JRAL : The hon. 
member was a faithful supporter of mine when ! 
repreoented Charter~ Towers, and I have a very 
kindly sentiment to,vards him on tb!it account. 
He did me the hollour to assist me into this 
House many years ago, thuugh not for the first 
time. I say there a1 e hon. members sitting over 
there who in their heart of hearts are as much in 
sympathy with this movenent that has been 
inaugurated by the Premier as •my hon. member 
sitting on this side of the House, but party 
loyalty very often goes a good deal further than 
some other kind of loyalty, and I have no doubt 
some hon. members are willing to sink their 
individual preferences and opinions for the 
sake of securing a victory and humiliating 
the Government. If hon. members sitting 
opposite succeed in carrying this amendment 
and humiliating the Government, is that a.!! they 
will accomplish? I say no, Sir. That humiliat~on 
will Le equally their own humili>ttion. It will 
be the humiliation of the colony of Queensland. 

'vV e are proud of our colony, and are apt to boast 
of Queensland as being the first colony of Aus­
tralia. Still hon. members endeavour to hold up 
Queensland to the derision of the ci cilised world 
as being the one colony in Australia that is 
willing to repudiate the action of its Government, 
wl,ich action was dic:ated by patriotic motives. 
\Ve cannot escap' humiliation and degradation 
if the amendment is carried. But I do not be­
lieve it will be carried. I was referring to what 
was said by the bnn. member for Dmyton and 
Tom.oomba, Mr. Groom. I disagree with him 
when he says that the action of the Government 
on the occasion to which he alluded was tha 
battle-ground on which the election of 1888 was 
knght. Of course, it may have been from his 
point of view. 

Mr. GL \SSEY: It was an important factor at 
any rate. 

'.rhe ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Of course we 
know it was dragged in, it was one 

[!J p.m.J -Jf the side issue>, but iL was by no 
means the !Jrincipal weap<•n used 

for the purpose of defeating the Government 
party. 

Mr. McDo:>ALD: \Vhat made Mcilwraith 
form the National party. 

Mr. GRomr: It was the main issue. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAl .. : 'l'he hon. 

member may have med it himself. It was 
one of the weapons, but it was by no means the 
principal weapon. 

An HaNOGRABLE ME}IBER : \Vhat do you 
know about it? You got defeated that time. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I know all 
about it. \Ve were defeated at that time, still 
the fnct that a man is defeated does not at all 
prove that he does not know with what weapon 
he was hit. (Laughter.) 

Mr. FITZGERALD : You were a Liberal in 1888, 
and you are a Consen ative in 1890. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon. 
member for Brisbane South said he is proud of 
being an :Englishman, and I have not the slightest 
doubt he io proud uf the fact that he .is an 
Englishman; but at the barn,, time he limits his 
pride in his country to this : As regards the use 
of actunl support, he said that if the mother 
country was in danger then he would be one to 
H:Hder praeLieal a~,·is·Gance; but I l:iay G-reat 
Britain can be attacked in her dependencies, just 
as a father or a mother can be attacked in the 
persons of their children. 

1\Ir. DAWSOX: By a small boy two years of 
age! 

The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: When the 
colonies of Great Britain are attacked it is an 
attack on Great Britain. Hon. members over 
there are never tired of prochdming the necessity 
for an alteration or improvemt ut in the laws 
which will give men just and equal representa­
tion. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
The ATTOHNI<::Y-GENERAL: While the 

hon. membel' for Brisbane South was speaking, 
when he was condemning the agitation in the 
Transvaal by the overwhelming numbers of 
Britishers ther<-, when he said that if they were 
not satisfied with the condrtions they found in 
th,;t country, and insinun.ted that if they did 
not like the conditions of the franchise, and did 
not like the other conditions under which they 
were called upon to live, they could go elsewhere, 
I interjecter'l, and I ask now why hon. members 
do not use that kind of argument to apply 
to themselves? Many hnn. members when 
they come to this colony found a condition of 
things in re.;ard to the franchiFe of w hi eh they 
could not approve, and which they felt to be a 
grievance. 'l'o a certain extent I am disposed to 
agrEe that there were some conditions which 

' they may have been justified in regarding aa 
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grievances in connection with the government of 
the country in which they came to live. But I do 
not argue that when they found a condition of 
things prevailing of which th~y could not approve, 
when they found there was not manhood suffrage 
in Australia, and t-hat the country was governed 
by a sort of oligarchy and tl1ey were deprived of 
what they comider their rights, they should not 
be permitted lawful agitation f.or remedying th~t 
state of things. 

An HoNOURABLE 1\fl<JMBER: Not going to war. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Who would 

blame them for that? ·why, in the Transvaal 
there is no other way to achieve their object. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! No, no! 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The meet­

ings of the people are suppressed by the strong 
arm of the law. 

Mr. LESINA: They are not suppressed. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Representa­

tions made through rewlutions passed by large 
rublic meetings attended by orderly, intelligent 
Englishmen, when sent on to the authoritie.-, are 
derided, and those who pas8ed them are told in 
effect, not only that they must not send any more 
such resulutions, but they are not even to hold 
public meetings for the purpose of passing such 
resolutions. 

Mr. DAWSON: As a matter of fact, our people 
in 1891 threatened to go to war, and they got 
three years in St. Helena for it. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Does the 
hon. member compare the two eets of circum­
stances? 

Mr. DAWSON: I do, yes. 
MEMBERS on the Government side: Oh, oh ! 
The A'rTORN"EY-GENlUtAL: There were 

a number of men there, but they had no fault to 
find with the institutions of the country. 

Mr. FITZGERALD : Yes, they had. 
'rhe"AT'rORNEY-GEXERAL: No, the men 

who went out on strike had no fault to find with 
the institutions of the cmntry. The only fault 
they had to find was wiLh the employers under 
whom they served. 

:Mr. LESIN.-1. : And with the Government, too. 
The ATTOHXEY-GENJ<;RAL: There is no 

comparison whatever. 
Mr. DAWSO::\": They got three years, anyhow. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They did 

not all get three years. I do not condemn any 
just and lawful agitation, and I nPver did. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR PUBL1C LANDS: They 
were only punished for crime. 

Mr. DAWSON: No doubt the Secretary for 
Lands would like them to have got seven years. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I do not 
object to just and lawful agitation, but the state 
of things in the Transvaal, where mc'n are not 
permitted to nse even the mildest forms of agit>t­
tion, is a condition of things which is intolerable 
to any man who bears the name of Briton, and 
if grievances cannot be redreF<oed in one way 
they mu"t be in another. 

An HoNOU.!IABLliJ J\.Ig}IBER : \Vhat about the 
Coercion Acts in I re land ? 

The SECHETAHY ~'OR PUBLIC LANDS : You are 
sympathising with the Coercion Acts of the 
Trnnsvaal. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon. 
mf"mber for l\lfaryborough in the able speech he 
delivered to-night. 

Mr. DAWSON: In what? 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In the very 

able speech the hon. member delivered to-night, 
he jJointed out that about 71\ per cent. of the 
adult white population of the Transvaal were 
Uitlanders. I ask, Is it not an intolerable thing 
that 75 per cent. of the white population, the 
men who find the money, who find the brains, 

and who find all the other appliances by which 
the resources of the Transvaal are developed 
should be oppressed by a •mall handful of those 
who speaking a different language--

An HoNOURABLE :MEMBER : It is their own 
country. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: And, ani­
mated by a hatred of the British, take eYery 
opportunity of robbing them of the ordinary 
rights of citizens ; and when we find such a C'">n­
dition of things as that, i• it not time for Great 
Britain to step in and •ay, "We haYe something 
to say on this subject"? 

:MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

1\lEMBERS of the Opposition : They do not 
molest us. What about India'/ 

The ATTOR~EY-GENERAL: We are not 
talking about India. ·wm any man say that the 
ryots and the rural populations of India are to 
be compared to the representatives of the British 
race who are to be found in South Africa? 

Mr. McDO::I"ALD; Oh, is that the ground you 
go on? 

The ATTORNEY-GE~ERAL: They are a 
mbject race, and their intelligence is so low that 
the authorities in Bombay and other large centres 
of population in India have been obliged to 
use coercion in order to compel those people who 
swarm in v~trious districts to use the commonest 
means for keeping their streets and houses clean 
in order to prevent the spreading of the bubonic 
and other plagues. Are you going to ce>mpare 
that kind of people with the men in the Trans­
vaal? 

1\Ir. FrTZGERALD: Of course we are. 
The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: Then I have 

no arguments tu address to you. 
11El\IBERS on the Government side : Hear, 

hear! 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I address 

my arguments to those who take a more intelli­
gent view of public questions. (Laughter.) 

Mr. McDONNELL : What about the suppression 
of public meetings in Ireland, and the suppres­
sion of the Press there by the English Govern­
:nent? 

The ATTORNEY-GENRRAL: We need not 
confuse the two things. We know that a very 
large amount of indignation was raised in regard 
to the people of Treland, and there was a party 
formed in Ireland for the purpo;e of representing 
their grievances to the people of England. 

Mr. FITZGERALD : What about King Billy? 
The ATTOR::\'EY-GE.:'\ERAL: The observa­

tion is un,.or1hy of the hon. gentleman. If hon. 
members will persist in introducing irrelevant 
Aubjects I cannot stop to deal with them. The 
legislation of the British Parliament shows that 
there was a disposition on the part of a large 
and of an influential section of the British public 
to do justice to Ireland. 

Mr. McDO:-\NELL: Coercion Acts. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : We know 

that these attempts to drag in subjects which 
are not relevant to the question under rli;cussion 
are ouly attempts to draw a red herring across 
the trail. 

Mr. KEOGH: They might have got liberty 
under Mr. Gladstone, but not under the present 
nlE'n. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEHAL: We are not 
discussing that here. We are dealing with a 
penple who have no right to say how they shall 
be governed, or how the money they contribute 
to the Government shall be disposed of by that 
Government. I prefer to base my belief as to 
the actual condition of things that prevail in the 
Transvaal upon the testimony of intelligent 
persons whu ha;-e lived many years among them 
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I have spoken with men who have resided in the 
Transvaal, and who have recently come from 
there, and I read a series of very informing 
articles in a Sydney paper when I was down 
there a week or two ago bearing on this question. 
And there is perfect unn,nimity on the part of 
those who bear testimony as to the condition of 
things there. They say the Boers are animated first 
and foremost with an intense antivathy not only to 
British rule, but to everything that is British. This 
is the kind of language they indulge in in their 
cups. \,V hen they t·,lk a bout flags they say ta 
the Englishman, "The only flag that we know 
anything of in connection with England ;, a 
white flag-." They hold great Britain in hupreme 
contempt because, owing to the incompetency of 
the general who had charge of military affairs at 
the time of Majuba Hill, they were victorious. 
"\Ve know very well that at that very time, but for 
the pusillanimity ot the then Premier ,,f Great 
Britain, we slwnld never have had thP· e troubles 
in the Transvaal The teBtimony of those wLo 
have resided in the Transvaal is that the Boers 
are tyrannic:al, bigoted, and ignorant ; and 
because Great Britain stepped in and pr.,vented 
the Boers from treating the natives of the 
surrounding- nations as slav~~ who were to be 
flogged to death, or treated in any opprobriOus 
manner that pleased them, they came to the 
conclusion that Great Brit;;.in was their natmal 
enemy. 

Mr. MAXWELL : \V as that in Rhodesia? 
'l'he A'rTORNEY-GEKERAL: No doubt 

abuses were perpetrated in Rhodesia. You will 
always find some lawless .Englishmen in a new 
country, where the strong mm of the Govern­
ment cannot reach them, rrcting in a tyrannical 
manner. But in Rhodesia their reign was socn 
over, and the state of that country is now such l\S 

no reas01mble man can find fault with, as far as 
the humane treatment of the natives ic concerned. 
I have not very much mme to say. This is a 
matter that should be discusse l calmly, and 
without importing any personal feeling into it. 
I have not attributed any wrong meJtives to any 
hon. member. I have endeavoured, from my point 
of view, to establish that the position the Govern­
ment have taken up is a perfectly defensible 
position; and in doing so I have tried to use 
as temperate language as I could command. 
That is what I think we are all disposed to 
do, except when an hon. mqnber for;;ets J,im­
self a little, as I am sorry the leader of the 
Labour Opposition dirl yesterday afternoon. I 
was very sorry indeed to hear that hon. member, 
for whom I have a very high respect, so far for­
get himself as to designate those who are to go 
from Queensland to the Tran,vaal :1• being-he 
withdrew the word "cowards," but substituted 
something that was really scarcely less unworthy 
of him. He said they were curs because there 
was more of the element of the dog in them 
than of the human element. I was hopin;~ that 
the hon. member, when he saw tho>'e words in 
cold print, would have taken the earliest oppor­
tunity to express his regret for having used them. 
I hope he will do so beforP this dthate closes, 
because I regard it as a slur upon him,elf to 
have used language of that sort with regard to 
men who, after all, have not the opportunity of 
saying anything on their own behalf, and who 
are ready, when there is an appeal made to their 
patriotism, to re;;pond, even though that may 
involve the sacrifice of their lives. 

An HoNOURABLE MRMBER : That was not 
said in 1891. 

The ATTORNEY- GENERAL: I do not 
know what is the matter with the hon. member 
for MitchPll. He seems to he very uncomfort­
able to-night, and has been interjecting in a 
remarkably act.ive way for him. I do not know 
that anything I have said can be interpreted as 

a personal reflection upon him, and I hope he 
will not attach to any observation I have made 
the idea that I am imputing anything to him. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: "\Vhen did 1 interrupt you? 
The ATTORNI<~Y -Gl<~NERAL: He will have 

an opportunity of delivering a speech, and corn­
bating my statements if he likes. 

Mr. l<'ITZCJERALD : Tell me one instance when 
I interruptei you. 

The ~\.TTORXEY-Gl<~NERAL: It is a course 
of action I never follow, and which I deprecate. 
\V e are here as an assembly of British gentle­
men, and I am sure hon. mer.1bcrs will feel it 
incumbent upon them to act as such. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: "\Vhy do you attack me? I 
never said a word against you. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: As I said at 
the outset, I am no advocate for "ar, but the 
forbearance of the l3ritish Government has been 
stretch cd to euch an <>xtent during the present 
strain,~d condition of Lhings in South Aftica, that 
it has caused resentment among a large number 
of Bril.iah subjects in <tll parts of the world. I 
do hope that hon. members, on the present occa­
sion, will concede to the Government that in 
acting as they have done they have acted honestly 
in trying to meet what they believed to be the 
wish of the majority of the people of Queensland, 
and anticipating a favourable verdict from Par­
liament when it met. The hon. member for 
Brisbane North, Mr. Forrest, who spoke this 
aftemoon, referred to what he called a defect in 
the message sent to 1vir. Chamberlain, because it 
did not state in so many words that the troops 
would be sent from Queensland subject to the 
appwval of l'arliament. Of what use, I should 
like to know, would have been the addition 
of tho·''3 words ? Does not Mr. Cham­
berlain know, as well as any member of this 
House know", that the thing must be sul:>ject to 
the approval of Parliament before effect can be 
given to it? He would not suppose we were a 
lot of fools who believed this could be done 
without the sanction of Parliament. There are 
many things in communications that pass between 
man and man that are left un'rlid, because both 
parties understanti that what is not stated is 
understood ; and in this case Mr. Chamberlait• 
knows that this is an offer made by the Govern­
ment of Qut ensland, in the name of the people 
of Queensland, to be ratified when Parliamet,t 
should meet, by a majority of the votes of the 
Parliament. 
* Mr. LESINA (Cler1nont): I ma.y say that the 
address to which we have just had the pleasure 
of listening has given me a mild surprise. I 
recollect that at one time the Attorney-General 
was a gentlemcm who went around preaching 
Christ's gospel of "Peace on earth, goodwill 
towards rnen,'' but to-rJight he has corne out in 
an entirely new character. 

The ATTORNEY-GE!'<ERAL : You are always 
true to tha type of a Sydney larrikin. 
ME~IBERS of the Ol'P'"ition : Oh, oh ! Shame, 

shame! 
Mr. MoDONNELL : I" the Attorney-General 

in order in U>ing those vvordH? 
The SPEAKER: I think the words are dis­

tinctly out of order, and must be ,,,ithdrawn. 
The ATTOHNEY-GENI<:RAL: I am always 

willing to set an example, and I withdraw the 
words I used. I hope the hon. member will con­
fine himself to argnment. 

Mr. LJ;;SINA: I was saying that the Attorney­
Getwral has appeared to-night in an entirely 
new character. 

ME:l!BERS on the Government side: Order, 
order! 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I rise to a 
point of order. Is the hon. member in order in 
referring to my character. 
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Mr. ANNEAR: The Attorney-General'" char­
acter is a good one at all events: 

The SPBAKI<;R: I did not underst>nd the 
hen. gentleman to u'e language that could be 
held as unpa.rliamentary within the strict mean­
ing of the word; but if the language is objection-

• able to the Attorney-General, who rega.rds it as 
of a per;onal nature, the hon. member for 
ClHm<mt certainly should not persist in it. 

Mr. LESINA: I did not intend to in any 
way reflect personally on the characl er of 
the estimable gentleman who holds the portfolio 
of Attorney-GeneraL I desire to point out 
that he, in comrr,on with others who have 
spoken, has assmnei the role of j itFoes­
nnderstanding by that persons who at >tlttim~1 
and on every conceivable opl!ortunity, and 
in all place~, are eternally 'and biattc.:. tlv 
declaring and gloating over the fact that they 
belong to a particular nation and own a!le"iance 
to a particular flag, Generally speaking, I find 
that the man who prides himself eternally on his 
nationality is the man who ha" nothin·' else to 
pride himself upon. No man, in my ~opinion 
can claim any particular credit because of th~ 
place il?' which he was born. A mm:s nationality 
rs nothmg m;>re o:· l~'s than an :.tcmdent. Why 
should he prtde hnnself on the fact that he is an 
Australian, or an Englishman any more than 
that he is a Russian or a Turk? It is purely a 
geographical accident. 

The SECRET.\.RY FOR PUBLIC LA:«DS : You are 
an accident. 

Mr. LESINA: I am not more of an accident 
than the political combination thn.t has fnr so 
long sat on the other side of the House, I see 
nothing in the fact to call fnrth an immense 
amount of glorification that a man has been bnrn 
in Australia, or England, or Turkey, because he 
can have no possible control over the circum­
stanc~s of his birth, he deserves no credit for it. 
And as for the fact that a man is a born 
Englishman, living nnd~r a particular flag­
which, by the way, can be bought at Finney's at 
4~d. a yard-I see nothing po,rticuhtr in that 
circumstance, and consider reference to it a 
pure waste of public time and attention. 
The hon, gentleman said, in the course of his 
jingoistic speech, that we did not know when our 
turn might come when \\ e may have to defend 
ourselves; but I do no~ knnw thctt we will have 
to wait long if many such inflammatory speeches 
are delivered in this Hou,e. If we crow to such 
an extent ahciut our 250 drapers' clerks who are 
going forth to take P,tul Krngter bY the beard­
if we let the whole wo,,ld know" whr,t we are 
going- to do, and draw attention to our defence­
less state during the absence of our defenders­
the result will be that we shall very soon invite 
invaders to corr1~ do\''n upon us. 

An HONOURAllLE MEMBB;R: "Tn:ad on the 
tail of me coat." 

Mr. LESINA: Yes, it is very reminisemt of 
the Irishman at the fair who was never tired of 
trailing his coat abont the market-place, inviting 
all and sundry to t"'ke up his challenge, and who 
when anyone responied promptly knocked him 
down. In that case the challenger was perfectlv 
aware of his abilit:···· t'' defend himself against 
a':'y insult, hut in this c..<se it is an entirely 
drfferent matter, because we are not able to 
defend ourselves ; s,nd if the Attorney-General 
and others n~ake speeches of the inflo,mmn.tory 
character whtch we have heard, the result will 
be tl1at we will c~ll the attention of some 
European po<ver to our defenceless condition 
and thus bring about the very evil which th~ 
Attorney-General is so anxions to guard against. 
I say therefore that such speeches are ill-advised­
that they inflame the public mind, and there ar~ 
times in history when the public mind goecl off 
the balance, and the people are not responsible for 
what they do. And when level-headed gentlemen 

like the Attorney-General make such ·speeches. 
you cannot be surprised at the men in the 
street adopt,ing the same bloodthirsty sty le, 
and being eager to rush to the front and cut the 
throat of somebody. I am qurprised that a gen­
tleman who;•e t'·~ ching has been so peaceful and 
good in the past, should lo,unch out in the direc­
tion he has taken, and thirst to pick a sanguinary 
quarrel and indulge in unlimited blood-letting. 
But let hon. members opposite understand that 
there is a large section of people in the 
old country who have determined that there is 
no necessity for war with the Boers-that there 
is every justification, rather, for appealing to 
arbitration. But, while "ome ask for arbitration, 
we have the b~oodthirsty section scree0hing out 
for war, and nothing but the most sangninary set 
of circumstances will by any possibility sa.tisfy 
them. As l interjected last night, hon, members 
opposite always fight by proxy. The man who 
makes the most warlike speech, I have noticed, 
prefers to sit at home and let some other fellow 
do all the bard wnrk of fighting for him. Here is 
a ca~e in point. There are hon. gentlemen on the 
other side who are leader" in our Defence Force. 
There is the Home Secretary and the member for 
Lockyer, who delivered such a long and eloquent 
speech last night. They are eager and anxious to 
wipe out the Boer, but they prefer to do it by 
paJcing some other fellow 4s. 6d. a day out of the 
public Treasury to do it for them. I maintain that 
it is not the workers who have any sympathy with 
these warlike demonstrations. The workers of 
the worlrl have got all things in common, but it 
is the politicians who foment the quarrelR, and 
it is they who should be compelled to fight them 
out: Indeed I would cheerfully vote for this 
motion if the whole of the Ministry will lead 
the conting-ent into battle. (Laughter.) The 
Attorney-General seems to have a most 
fearful appetite for gore, and I should advise 
him to weu' a phir! waistcoat in order to 
check his appetite for gore and glory. I have 
noticed that many of the men who are most 
anxious to ref<>rm the world have a gate that 
hangs by one hinge. Is not the whole of this 
country reeking with corruption? \Vhat are 
we doing to sweep our own doorstep? \V hat are 
we doing to set our own house in order? What 
are we doing to give our own people the fran­
chise? Nf:lthing ! And yet, while we will not 
give our own people a vote, th.ore are those who 
are willing to go 10,000 miles away to fight the 
battles of other people and obtain the franchise 
for them. Y on grant large concessions on 
this continent to mining and railway syndi­
cates and for rariuus other purposes, to which I 
h.we Lefore alluded, but when re!orm is men­
tioned at home thm<e gentlemen opposiie will not 
take one step in that direction. They are 
"illing enough to sympathise with the Uit­
lander, the hook-nosed Jew who is rnnning an 
agcmcy in ,J ohanne-lmrg, but they have no sym­
pathy for their own people, and let them cry out 
in vain for ~he pressing reforms which are needed. 
\vhat does the memher for Lockyer know about 
the Transvaal? \Ve have a man in thi; Chamber 
to-night who is jnst from the Transvaal, and 
who has taken an active part in organising the 
Labour nartv there. He was interviewed by the 
>Vorke•· this ·week, and in the cour,e of the inter­
vh;w be eays, opeakinc: of the demands of the 
Uitlanders-

One by onr the Boer Government concedetl the points 
demanded. It rrclucecl the Tailway rates for coal to 
belmv the actual cost of carriag0. It abolished Iflachi­
nery dntit ~ .. it reduct""ld the duties D!l ner,·ssities, but 
incn··:tsed the duties on c1lampng-ne, cigars, wines, and 
mineral watc1·s. The capit·11ists complained that the 
Kaffirs were unreliable as minel''~;, owing to the lloer 
law permitting them to purchase grog. On this point 
their demands were conceded also. Having exhausted 
every plausittle pretPxt, the ea pi talist organisation then 
attacked the franchise, and blamed it for the depres­
sion. Kruger conceded point after point on this matter, 
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until it became a question of constitut,ional suicide. 
1Vhen the ·crisis wa~ reached, Krnger demanded arbitra­
tion: Chamberlain refused, hence the v..a.r. It is all 
rubbish this pretence offight:ing fl)r the politiral enfran­
chisement of the Uitlamlers. I llCard a mlllionnil·c 
boastin!! the other week in Joh:mnc:;;burg that tt1ey 
did not care a fig about the franehise. 

MEi\!BERS on the Government side: Oh, oh ! 
1:Ir. LESINA: It is seldom that the Labour 

party are in favour of the Goverll· 
[9·30 p.m.] ment ; but they 'He strongly in 

favour of the 'Transvaal Government 
because they n,re well treated. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: You all 
approve of the franchisa. 

Mr. LESINA: That I will give evidence of 
before I close. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: They would rather have the 
devil thev know than the devil they don't know. 

Mr. LESINA: Reference was made by the 
Hon. the Attorney-General to the defeat at 
Majuba Hill and one or two other defeats, 
administerer\ to nnr troops by a p<tltry Boer 
force in th"'t small republic. They defeated the 
flower of the English Army in three bat\Jes. He 
said it was due to the blunder of the general in 
command of the force-that it was due to the 
incompetence of Sir Pomeroy Colley. In Black­
wood's Magazine for 'vhrch, 1S99, therei'< an art.icle 
by Henry Brackenbnry-a re\'iew of the life of 
Sir George Culley by General Butler, who has 
recently sent in his resignation as commander vf 
the South African forces. He publishes, am,mgst 
other things, an extract from a letter from Sir 
Garnet \Vols2ley. Here it is-

):Iy hea.rt is sick. I am low in s11irit. I will never 
see Colley's like again. 
There is the testimony of Sir Garnet \Y olseley of 
Oolley as a commander and a capttble gentleman. 
On the oLher side, we have the Attorney­
General, who says he was incompetent. 

The PRE3!IER : Read the context. 
Mr. LES IN A: I am quoting a letter v ritten 

by Sir Garnet \Volseley. I went to the library 
to see if I could obtain another work bv Sir 
William Butler, dealing with the life of Cr;lley; 
but I found a member of the Upper HonRe had 
taken it, and I could not get it. But I have 
another extract which will <lo just as well. 

Mr. BROW NE : Sir Gamet Wulsele;;- is not "s 
good an authority on milit~ry mat"ters as the 
Attorney-General. 

The ATTOR'IEY-GENERAL : I pas<ed no com­
ment on hi' m·,nagement at :iYiajuba Hill. 

Mr. LESIN A: It strikes me as a peculiar 
thing that the Government of Queensland has 
suddenly taken on itself tu act the part of 
redresser of wrongs in other parts of the world. 
They seem tu have been suddenly smittnn with 
the idP'1 that it is their proper place and duty to 
seek out in the worlrt where there are wrongs 
and redress them. They rerdnd me verv much 
of that Spanish knight errant, Don Qnixote, 
who went out, accompanied by his lieutenant, 
Sancho Penza,, to rer!ress grievctnces, more or 
less imaginary, and got himself into all sorts 
of ridiculous scrapes. We have Don Quixote 
Dickson, and his lieuten:tnt Sancho l'anza, the 
Attorn<>y-General. (Lond laughter from the 
Opposition side.) They <He off to Sonth Africa, 
and they are determined-with the a,sistance 
of some 250 drapers' clerks a.nd other fierce 
persons th.,y are going to take over at the 
public expense-to pull Pan! Kruger's be ;trr!, 
and generally to instruct him in the art of 
governing the people living in his little depen­
dency and within hio little rlnminicn. These 
people, who have ma_de such a bungle of aff:tir; 
m Queensland, ~re gomg to redress the grievo.,ces 
and wrongs of the UitlanrlerR, instruct Kruger 
as to how to manage the country he has ruled 
very_ faithfully for so many yen rH without any 
onh,lde assistance, and instruct him also in the 
first principles of statesmanship. They shonld 

look at home before they look abroad. If they 
had paid the money themselves-if they had 
signed cheqnes themselves-it would be different; 
but they are calling on the long-suffering tax­
rayers of Queensland to carry out this Don 
Qnixotean scbeme 10,000 miles away. 

The SECRE'rARY l"'R AGRWULTURI~: How much 
taxes h we you paid in Queensland? 

Mr. LESINA: I pay as little as I can to this 
Government. (Laughter.) It ha.s been statecl 
by one hon. member on the other side­
Mr. Annear-that one reason why we should 
send these 250 swashbucklers, as they have 
been called by some hon. member--

Mr. _\XNEAR: Not on this side of the Hous•. 
Mr. LESLNA: Is to ensure reforms in the 

Transvaal Government. And one :->f the things 
thot appealed to him more than anvthing else 
in the unfortunate condition of the U itlanders is 
the tak of the little nigger girls-Kaffir gins­
having been flog-ged. No doubt, the flogging of 
Kaffir gins app~.ctls to the highest feelings in the 
ban. gentleman's expansive bre1st. It appeals 
to his finest feelings that these gine, 10,000 mile• 
aw'ly, should be flogged. His gorge rises. I will 
qnote from a very respectable journal to show 
what the good old Britisher does when he gets 
abroad. I will qnote from an organ with which 
the Honollrable the Attornev·General is, no 
doubt, very conversant. It is called the 
Independent and Nonconformist. It is a church 
journal. It contains a letter sent by a vonng 
Englishmen who lives in the Transvaal. This is 
an extract from his letter :-

The PRE~IER : Date. 
The SECRETAIW POR PUBLIC LANDS : An 

anonymous letter, I suppose. 
Mr. LESINA: It is not an anonymous letter. 

I will hunt np the date. I have it in my notes. 
The l'RE~IIER : I want the date. 
1\lr. ANN EAR : Years ago? 
:Mr. Ll:<~SINA: It is not twelve months ago, 

becanse I only cut it out three months ago. At 
any rate, I am quoting it. If we keep the paper 
in the library, I will conduct th hon. gentleman 
to it. 

The l'RE3!IER : I want the date. 
1\Ir. GrvEXS : Is there anything else yon w&nt? 
Mr. LESIJ'\A: If the hon. member wonld 

climb a p>tlrn-tree he wonld be np to date. The 
writer says-

It is grand fun potting the nig;-;ers off and seeing 
the•n fall like njnCplllS. rrhere have been two or three 
caught in the town (Buluwayo) lately and shot as spit"l. 
Crowds go to see it. Tlley are stood ten yards off the 
firing party, who all blaze at them nt once. It is quite 
a nice sight. One gets callous and hardened, and does 
not object to se~iug it. . . . . Yesterday th1·ee 
nativeH were hung as spies. They were marched out of 
tO\vn about half a mile, rope::; 'vere tied to brauche\;\ 
of a tree, they were macle to climb up, the rope was 
tied to their necks, and they were made to jump off the 
tree and drop. One would not for some time; he 
would talk to )lr. Colenbrander. 
\Vho is a Brit.ish official. 

Mr. AmiSTROXG : He is a Hclllander. 
Mr. LESI~A: 
The chetJk of the sweep amused me. They are still 

hanging as a warning to spies and natives. 
Here is >tnothPr ynnng fellow-a business man­
writii:g in much the same strain. 

The l:'RE:\riER: \Vh::<t is the date? 
:i'dr. LESI~ A: He writes in the Daily Graphic, 

and yon may find it by going to the library. 
He says-

The natives will have a warm time of it. Thev will 
nearl)~ all get wiped out. 'fhat is the only way to 
settle it now. Surrender is useles~. The idea. is to kill 
the grt'il..ter portion of every impi, and thus teach them 
a very bitter lesson. . . . Several patrols have been 
ont for a few hours, and eome back having killed a 
hundred or two nativeR. Yesterday morning was the 
best. Two hundred and fifty of uur people went out. 
They killed over 20t) in two hours' fighti11g. 
This is a young business rp.an. Another young 
tradesman says--
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The PREMIER: .. Writer? 
Mr. McDo;>AI,D: Oh ! Hold your tongue. 

(Laughter.) 
Mr. LESINA: 
J\Iy stand has one big tree on it, and it is often used 

as a. gallows. T csterday there wa$ a. gor j1y erop of 
:J.fa<J.beles hanging therD. To-day t.hel'e are ei~ht. 
This is a young buoiness man who, when he is in 
London, will probably be found at a meeting- of 
some missionary •oeiety "inging hymns, but when 
he is in Africa he hunts bit< game and pots niggers 
on his Sunday afternoons off. 

The PREmEH: Give us the date. 
::\1r. LESINA: I will give one a little more 

recent tlmn that. If you hunt up the filed of the 
daily papers of the 25th Augmo last you will read 
the following cablegram :-

~e,:;vs from the '£ransvaa.l states that the natives 
employed in the mines are at present very restless. In 
the eastern part of the Rand severalllative:;; have bei!n 
fined, and have also been sentenced to be flogged, for 
refusing t,o \YOrk. 
The British Government are flogging them 
becauoe they feel inclined to clear out. 

Mr. CowLEY : It is not the British that is 
doing it. It is the Boers. 

Mr. LESIN A : The tone assumed by hon. 
members on the other side reminds me of the 
famous message from the \V est Indian colony 
Barbados, in the reign of one of th0 Georges, 
when some international waP was on. 'rhe 
Premier's meRsage is reminiscent of that farnous 
meesage, which was to King George III., and 
was in this strain: "Tell King George not to be 
afraid; Barbados is firm." \Ye have an historical 
pamlle l to that in the Premier's message to 
Chamberlain: ''Tell Her Majesty nut to be afraid; 
Queensland stands firm; 2il0 drapers' and grocers' 
clerks will shoulder ,'/ rms and take the field." 

Mr. AN NEAR: Evbry one of those is your equal. 
Mr. LESINA: That may be; but I do not 

know, if they were submitted to medical exami­
nation, that thev would be. I w•mld like to 
know whether the Cutnmandant i(, going aw8Jy, 
and why the gentleman in command should not 
be submitted to a medical examination. 

The PRE)!IER : So they will. They are all to 
be exan,ined. 

Mr. LESIN A: I am glad of that, because it is 
well known that Lieutenant-Colonel Ricardo 
suffers from weakness of the heart and abo from 
gout. 

The PRE)IIER: Yon hav" no authority for 
stating so. 

1\Ir. LESINA: :Fancy a v, arrior suff· ring from 
gout and a weak heart taking the field and lsading 
our 200 noble--

The PREMIER : I rise to a point of order. I 
think it is exceedingly discreditable-­

MEMBERS of the Opposition: No! What is 
the point of order ? 

The PREMIER : The point of order is this. 
The name of a gentleman should not, be intro­
duced in this Chamber and subjected to un­
merited criticism when he h ,s not the oppor­
tunity of reply. 

Mr. GrvENS: He is a pulllic official. 
Mr. J~JNKINSON: \Vhat nbout the gallery 

reporter? 
The PREiYIIER: I st,y it is a prostitution of 

parlinmentary privilege by the hon. member for 
Clermont, and I ask if it is to be permitted ? 

Mr. McDONALD: You are not in order 
yourself. 

The SPEAK};R: I am not in a positi'm to 
rule the hon. member out of order, but he is pur­
suing a course that is in itself most extraordinary 
-making statements calcnlv,ted to injure an 
individual. I think the cmnse pm·,ued is a mnst 
unusual one, and I c:1n only expres~,) my opinion 
that it ought not to be perRisted in. 

MExiBERS on the Government side : He&r, 
hear! 

Mr. LESINA: I am very glad attention has 
been drawn to this by the Prem'er, because it 
enables me to refer to a matter that merits the 
severest censure of this House, and that is the 
unworthy, cowardly attack made upon a news­
paper reporter in the g.,IJery by the hon. member 
for l\lary bcn-ough, JYir. Anneal'. 

J\1E)IBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear! 
:\Ir. LESINA: That was worse than the 

attack I made, becau ,e whot I said was in the 
interests of the general public, for the purpose 
of drawing attention to a certain deficiency in 
this military hero who will probably take our 
troops abroad. I would like them to make a 
pre>8ntable appearance in the field, bece.use if 
they do not they will be placfld in the re<erves or 
the supports, and will never smell powder. 

The Pl\EMIER: A very much worthier man 
than his assailant. 

Mr. JEXKI;>soN: That applies to the Courier 
reporter, too. 

Mr. I,ESIN A: They are willing to condone 
any offence committed by some people, but in 
tbe matter I have referred to they get their gorge 
up immediately. I considee that they should not 
make fish of one and flesh of another. If attacks 
on gentlemen carrying on their duties as reporterb 
are permitted to be made on the floor of this 
House, and with an object which was very ill 
concealed, I do not see why I should be pre­
vented from drawing attention to a t•ermanent 
official connected with the despatch of these 
troops to South Africa. Another officer con­
nected "' ith this force going away is Captain 
Pdham, who will probably go away also, and 
who, if subjected to medical examination, would 
not be permitted to "erve in the British army at 
any rate. He is practiea!ly a cripple. lt is a 
well-knol' n fact that. Captain Pelh:tm is laid up 
frmn thne to tiine, sometirnes weeks, smnetimes 
months, with a bad back, and th"t he has to 
wear steel corsets of the best pattern. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,-I rise to'~ 
point of order. It is a most disgraceful--

1IE>IBERS of the Opposition : Order ! \Vhat is 
the point of order? 

Mr. McDONALD: I rise to a point of order. 
The Premier is making a speech. 

The PRE;'I1IER: The point of order is thio : 
Thr;t the names of gentlemen not in any way at 
the present tmw before the House &hould not 
ba introduced, and physical or othee infirmities 
>tttribut"d to them, and that they should not be 
held up to public obloquy. I say itism<)stunfair, 
and I ask you, Mr. Speaker, whetcer it should be 
tolerated. 

The SPEAKER: I have already stated th'1t I 
have no power to declare the conduct of the hon. 
member irregular or improper according to our 
rules. I can only repeat the opinion I pre­
viou.,ly expre~.':'cxl-that he is r.mr:-;uing a mqst 
unusual Cdlll'SP, and a course that I do not think 
he ought to persi,t in. I trust the hon. gentle­
man will not continue in the course he has been 
persuing for some time past. 

1\IEMBERt; on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. JJESIN A: Leaving that part of the 
qm tion nnd coming to the papers laid on the 
tabl•J of the House by thP Premier, r find mnongRt 
the patriots mentioned there the names of 
Lieut.enant,Colonel Ricrtrdo and others to whom 
it was my intention to refer. 

The PREii!IER : There is no word of Captain 
Pelh".m., 

l\Ir. LESIN A : Trmt is information that c,une 
to my ears within the p«st few day,<, , 

'l'h , PRE;I!mn : \V e don't want your in fnrm'l­
tion. 

Mr. LESINA: My information is perhaps 
better than tbat of the Premier. He may not 
have made inquiries ; if he had done so he might 
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take the view I take. Anyhow, it is public 
money th~t is sending these men abroad, and we 
want them to be as efficiently commanded as 
possible. \Vbatever maY be the result of thi" 
business, publicly, or privately, or nationally, or 
Imperialistically, the respnnsibility must rest on 
the shoulrlers of the Premier, because it wa~. he 
who initiated it in this House. According to 
the correspondenc", he was fir-t approached in 
the matter bv Major-General Gunter- who 
approached J\fajor-Gener·tl Gunter, I don't 
know. The first item in the correspondence is 
a letter from Howel Gunter to the Chief Secre­
tary, and the second is a reply by J ames H. 
Dickson ; so it would appear that this 
matter which has C>riginat"i outside was pri­
marily starterl by,the military party in Queens­
Loud. They have their mouthpieces and repre­
sen~atives in this Chamber, and they are 
begmning already to dominate our politics, as 
they have done in the old country. 

Mr. STEW ART: In France. 
Mr. LESINA: Yes, in France, where they 

have long occupied a political standing in 
the count.ry. This party which is beginning 
alrf'itdy to exercise an insidious influence in the 
counsels of the country, this military party has 
pulled the strings to induce the Chief Sec­
retary to wire to Chamberlain, without con­
sulting thi~ Parliament, that he will send 
250 paid soldiers to take part in the war 
that is about to be waged in the Transvaal. I 
would like to point out another matter that 
has occurreil to me in thi>J connection. J\Ia!IY 
references have been ma.de by the Press in the 
old country to the trouble in the Transvaal and 
to the attitude that the British Government 
have assumed on the matter; but I find that 
:recently a huge demonstration was held in 
London to protest against the war with the 
Transvaal. Th>tt meeting w:>·· adJressed by 
many eminent politicians. The r<·;olution, 
which I will read, was move.1 by Mr. ,J a.s. 
Macd.mald, of the London Trades Council, repre­
senting millions of organised workers, and it was 
seconded by Mr. J\Iichael D~t vitt, and supported 
by Mr. Steadman, Dr. G. B. Clark, and others, 
and carried unanimously, and its terms were 
wired to President Kruger. It readR-

That this meeting of the citizens of Ijondon protests 
against th~ overwhelmin~ force of the Britis.h Empire 
being tu·"ell to coerce a small and non-n::vre-~sive popu­
lation of nearly 130,000 BoerR on lJehaU of the motley 
inhabit~nt') of Johannesburg, who. though suffering 
under certain disabilities, are assnredly no worse off, 
either in respect. of political grievances or personal 
rights, than millions 0f En~lishmen at home, \vhose 
grievance:-; are lntirel:v di<;<,regarded; and a~~urr,, the 
Boers of its sympa.thy in any course they may take to 
prevent their country fro H being voted fl.•vay f1·om 
them by a number of nnscrupnlons interloper.5, whose 
sole object in settling in the Transvnal is to extract 
huge fortunes fl·om the gold-mines of the Rand. 
(Cheers.) 
Mr. Michael Davit!., who seconded the resolu­
tion, used these words--

It would soon be discov0red that President Kruger 
wa::; not such a ba{l man after all. (''he~rs.) All t1w 
talk about wrrmgs inflicted upon British suv;jects ~'as 
humbug. J1r. Chamberhlin was a. 11exterous p >litician, 
but how could he fight for Home Itu1e in the Transvaal 
and refn~e it in Irelaud? How could he support exten­
sion of the franehbc there and refn~f' it to thonsarJdS 
of men and women in the United Kingdom and millions 
of their fellow-subjects in India? 
The question was never attempteJ to be 
answ,cred, and it will never be answered in this 
Chamber. I will quote from another journal, 
which is considered a very respectable peper, 
and which is held in high e<timation by hon. 
members on the other side-the London Investors' 
Bet· in~- a p01per which deals with financial 
questions, with dividends, bonds debentures, 
stocks, and all things of that sort. It is stated 
there-

The mi:sdeeds or the Boers are merely a pretext. \Ve 
covet their territory and mean to have it, b.Y foul means 
if fair serve us not. Poss1bly enongh, :\1r. Chamberlain 
does not, even now realise that this policy of coercion is 
leadir1g strai~ht to war. Xot all the indiscriminate 
culo-';Y of his frieBd.s can disguise the fact that he is :1 
man· Of the dtm:->C.-it, most la,mentably pt•ejuclieed ignor~ 
anCtJ in all that relates to t.he cs~enti~ls of statesman~ 
ship. 'fo one of s1wh limitrd knowledge and narrow 
v:ews, nothing may appt"~l.r simpler and more logical 
tLn.n tlw conrsc he is following. rrhe Boers are a feeble 
folk, he thinks; bully them enongh and they arc sure 
to give way. If not, at the wor8t a brief f'ampaign-a 
large display of force-will sweep th\ m av. ny, and their 
vexatious little Republic with them. Then we can 
divide the ~pail in peaee and have rampant times on the 
Stoc ·.; Exchange. 

:Surely if hi.> tory teaches us ::mything at all about 
the~m Dutch-llugueno<; .A.frikanders. it is that they ma~T he 
led far, but cannot be driv('n an inch; that thev arc the 
true descendants of the 111en 'vho withstood Philip of 
Spain and the last of the Yalois-with their Alva~. their 
inquisitors, tht \r Alexander:s of Parma, their 0atherine 
de ::vteclici, a-nd their Guises ; that Louis /~ Roi Sol,, i.l 
himself found them unchanged, men counting death the 
smallest of the evils their obstinacy in cling-ing to 
f;eLLlo:m brought down upon their heads. Again and 
ag:1in in .s,:uth Africa they have displayed the same 
heroic constancy and independence of spirit, and it b 
agninst a people of such mettle. with such traditions 
behind them, that we are now ahontto make war ;,t the 
biddin~ of gold-mine "bossF<::," mostly strangers io our 
raee and nation. Ah, the pity of it and the shame! 
It has been eaid that public meetings cannot be 
held in the nand; that property is unsafe ; 
that British subjects are driven from pillar to 
pust-hunted like rats in a courtyard. Con· 
sidering all this, rt is surprising to me that any 
Britisher, with a drop of British blood in his 
veins, h~ts lived in the Transvaal for twenty-four 
hours. Not only have meetings been held 
there, but the following resolution was passed at 
a n,eeting at Lydenburg :- , 

rrhis meeting of Uitlanders assembled at Lyden~ 
Onrg wisht ~ to as~urc His Honour the State President 
and Executive Council that they heartily approve of the 
principles cont,•ined in the dtaft l''ranchise IJnw, sub~ 
mitted at present to the Yolksraad, and further this 
meeting binds it ~elf to loyally support His Honour the 
Pre~ident in his efforts for peace. ,, ... e a:;sure him also 
that we shall do all that lies in ourpowerto ensure the 
independence of this State. 
Then, again, at a meeting at Capetown-at 
Petrusville-this resolution was passed-

This meeting of Her 3-fajesty's loyal subjects, per­
suad' d of the ruinous and irreparably hurtful conse­
(1uences for the whole of South Africa of a war between 
Englan11. and the Transvaal, declares itself decidedly in 
favour of a peacdul solution of the exi.sting differences 
between England and the South African Republic, and 
expres.ses i.t as it~ respectful opinion that such a solution 
can be attained if both interested parties accept a corn~ 
promise Tegard.ing the franchise in the South African 
RC'pnblic on the line~ of the proposals recently made by 
the Exeeutive Council t0' the ·•Volksrad.en" of the 
t~onth African Republic. 
Tht·se resolutions were passed by citizens there 
in public meeting assembled, when expressions of 
confidence were passed in President KrugPr and 
his legiolation, in his endeavours to lifL the 
bnrden off the 3huulders of the Uitlanders. This 
bu,ineRS means a scandalous waste of money, 
and I think it would be far better if we deter­
mined to sweep our own doorsteps before making 
remarks about our nei~hbours. 

The PRE:\l!ER : What about the spirit of 
patriotism ? 

Mr. LESINA: I am just as patriotic as the 
hon. gentleman, but my idea of patriotism is 
qui•e different from his. He believes in a jingo­
istic di~pl:ty of n <rrow-chesterl drapers' assistants 
and otbers, while I believe in dome,tic le;ji<la­
tion and internal reforms which will promote the 
peace and happiness of the people. He wants 
to break law and orcler, I want to preserve it. 
I want to see· arbit.ration, but the hon. mem­
ber wants to "let loose the dogs of war" 
-to set the huge British bull-dog on the 
little Dutch poodle, and sool him along. 
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Amongst other South African papers I read the 
Standard and Diggers' Ne1c•, an organ repre­
senting a large ~ection of Uitbnders, who 
are living peaceably and prosperously and are 
adding largely to their banking accounts, morA 

largely than the people of this 
[10 p.m.] colony are doing. I find in this 

paper these remarks-
Owing to the settled conviction tha.t Great Britain will 

not rest until she has taken possession of the Transvaal, 
the Boers are determined to fight rather than -permit 
this matchless gem of earth to be taken from them. 
The 'l'ransvaal being the richest country for its size in 
the world, would form a bright gem in the British 
Crown, and it will a.nswer the purpose of Great Britain 
to secure the whole country, even at the cost of the 
mining industry. In the event of war the Boers will. 
deliberately lay the mines on the Rand in ruins . .... 
One thing is certain. 'Var means the absolute ruin of 
J ohanne.:Jburg. 
That is a very impor&ant point, and one well 
worth knowing. If the British, Ly a large 
display <if forc~-assisted by the 250 gentlemen 
from Queen-;land-beat the B<lera, it will result 
in the destruction of the mines on the Rand, the 
ruin of the town of J ohannesbnrg, t<n1 the ruin 
of thousands and thousands of people who at 
preoent are drawing incomes by way of dividends 
from capital invested in the ,T ohannesburg 
mines. If the Premier had any capital invested 
in those mines, he would have thought consider­
ably before he made this proposi&ion to the 
British Government to lend them 250 gentlemen 
from Queensland to become targets for Boer 
bullets at 4,. 6d. a day. It has also been said 
the Uitlander population has been ill treated in a 
most cruel and ungenerous manner by the Boers. 
Now do the hon. members who make that asser­
tion know that the Uitlanders in Johannesburg 
to-clay are in receipt of higher wages than are 
paid in Queensland. 

Mr. CowLEY: I should think so, when living 
costs donhle the pric,e. 

Mr. LESINA: N<lW, if there are so many 
thousands of white people living on mining in 
the Transvaal, and they are getting higher wages 
than are being paid at Broken Hill, Charters 
Towers, Gympie, Croydon, or even in \Vestern 
Australia, or any other of the mining centres of 
Australia, and the cost of living is no higher, for 
you can get bnard and lodging for 25s. a week--

HoNOURABLE :Y1EMBERS : No. Yes. 
J\Ir. LESIN A: Buc you can. I am going to 

show by figures, taken from the Johannesbu;·g 
Witness, August, 1899, that what I say is correct. 
You know that the Uitlanders have been called 
"political slaves." \Ve have been told that 
these unfortunate men-these brothers in blood 
and race--are weltering under slavery that robs 
them, practically, of every political right which 
we freely enjoy here to-clay-that these brothers 
who are c tiling to no for assistance have no 
politic1l rights in the Tmnsvaal. Here is what 
the Johannesburg Witness says-

Political slaves, indeed? '\\'"here on earth can the 
English miner do half as well as in the Tr:tnsvaal? 
Look at Australia. In former years the Broken Hill 
mines paid decent wages, but la..tterly the pay has been 
reduced until to~day the best men cannot earn more 
than 6s. to Ss. a day. Look at \-Yestern Australia-pay 
from £2 to £3 10s. per week. Simply a living; and 
when one is married a hard ::?Jtrngglc to make both ends 
meet. rruke Canada; The highest wages paid are in 
Rossland, British Coltnnbia-12s. per day; and men do 
well to save £7 10s. per month. Then look at the 
United States, where in the East miners work harder 
than they do anywhere else in the world for a mere 
pittance of from 4s. to 7s. 6d. pPr day. In tile West the 
wages are better, but even there, in the best mining 
camps of the United States, the pay is not over £5 per 
week. 

Then take the Rand and notice the difference. ::.vreu 
bossing boy,;;, £4 1\Js. to £6 per week. Thlen develnping 
on machines think their vay a poor one if under £3D per 
month, and no compla.int is made if they earn £,50. 
.Here we find Englishmen sending home from £10 to 
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£20 per month to the old country, many buying 
houses, and not a few being enabled throue;h strict 
economy here to buy a few acre::; in Corn wall, a.nd 
settling down in independence. And then to fin1l 
the President of the 'Vesleyan Methodists calling us 
slaves! 

Far better were he to organise the poor miners of 
Cornwall, men who think themselves well off if theY 
can take home a paltry sum of £:b after working hard 
all month. They are the slave~-men who, being in 
debt to the shopkeepers, dare not call their souls their 
own, but take whatever is given them, and rejoice when 
their sons can leave the old country and come to the 
r_t'ransvaal, and send the hard.working parent~ more 
than they could ever hope to earn at home. 

1fr. AN:-;EAR : Cornishmen are your equal at 
any time. 

Mr. LESI:NA: I suppo",e they are in heaven. 
Mr. ~-I.NNEAR : They fill np old shafts in Corn­

wall with disloya!i,ts. 
Mr. LESINA: The hon. member admits that 

they are so bigoted in Cornwal1 that if a person 
expressed the views I am now giving utterance 
to they would fill up an old shaft with him. 
\V ell, seeing that they are willing to work 
for .£1 a week and consider themselves well 
paid, that they wiil pull their forelock to 
the squire and bow to the paroon, I am quite 
prepared to believe they would straqgle anyone 
who expressed the free-b,mr sentiments I have 
to-night. I am glad I do not live in Cornwall, and 
I am sure the hon. member for Maryborough i9 
glad he does not live there, because, if he had 
been heard in Cornwall delivering that speech 
which was quoted by the hon. member for 8outh 
Brisbane from the 1887 Hansard, the hon. 
member would have lined the bottom of a shaft. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. ANNEAR: What do they do in Italy, and 
what are the wages in Italy? 

Mr. LJ<JSINA: In Italy they get about 10d. a 
day, and tbey are glad to get it; but in Italy the 
people are very meek and mild. They are as 
meek as dogs, and the Government treats them 
like dogs. Out here if we create a bit of a dis­
turbance we get some consideration in conse­
quence. Again, V"e have further evidence that 
the Uitlanders-these political slaves who get 
£50 a month-are not dissatisfied with their 
tre;ltment in the Transvaal. vVe have further 
evidence in the letter of Mr. W. R. MeN ab, an 
auctioneer in Krugersdorp-he runs theW estern 
Rand auction mart--

An Ho:-;ouRABI.E MEoiBER : He is a Scotchman. 
Mr. LESIN A: He is a Scotch man, and Scotch­

men are g-enerally very careful of their political 
liberty. They have been remarkable on all occa­
sions for standing np for their political rights 
wherever they go, for taking a prominent p11,rt 
in politicP, and extending the boundaries of their 
political freedom wherever the opportunity offere. 
Now this hard·headed Scntchman writes to a 
jingo paper as follows:-

Sm,-Si1Jce I last addressed you the legislat,me of this 
country has, as you are doubtless fully aware, made it 
pnrt of the Constitution that a seven years'-retrospec­
tive anrl prospective-franchise shall supersede the old 
franchise laws. l'urther, the l!-,irst Raad has sanctioned 
the addition of eight necv members (that is, four in each 
House) for the WitwatBrsrand Goldfields, this latter 
innovntion bringing up the number of members repre­
senting the goldfields interests and including llarberton 
to six in each House, a substantial concession to 
progrc;,;s and one which sat.isfin all n1oderate and 
reasonable inhabitants of this State, which includes the 
vast majority of the British working men on the Rand. 

The assertion of the emissary of the Rhodes-Jingo 
League, l\Ir. 1'. R. Dodd, in hiFJpublicaddress at Sunder­
land, that the aim of the Boers ''was dominion, not 
liberty," is ab·~olutely without the slightest foundation. 
The mischief commen<'ed by the granting of a British 
charter to Cecil John Rhodes, who whilst coquetting 
with the Afril;:ander llond and aiding by all his power 
the no-export-tax-on-diamonds-dear bread and chead 
brandy legislation -was covertly raising a stone wall 
that stemmed the natural expansion of the Boer race and 
blocked t4o pioneers of C4ristia,nity in a conwr, 
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I feel firmly convinced that the day will yet dawn 
when it will be univen,ally admitted that the granting 
of a British charter to a band of un~crnpulou:s and in­
satiable Kimberlry company promotel's was the biggest 
of all the great political blund.ers committed in connec­
tion· with the South African dependencies of Great 
Britain. 

I trust in all sincerity that -;..;le grr;ttE. ,~t act of justice 
the world has ever witnc,,.,~r'i-aud that was the retro­
cession of this conntrv to its rig-htful ownE1's-wHl not 
be undone by the false anrl misleading sentiment \Vhich 
h the dirr;~t outcome of the twin fc<:lings of chagrin ::tt 
l\'Iajuba n.l1(l cnpldity at the abnormal richne'·S of the 
soil of the South Afri~"an R?.public. and that the ancient 
traditions of British honour and fair play will be 
maintained at all hazards against the aristocratic 
vultures.--Yours, &c., 

w. R. )!AC:'iAB. 

1Vest Rand Auction :Jinrt, Krugersclorp. 
That is the statement of a cool, calm, level­
headed Scotchm:m, who is in business ther0, and 
is making an honest livelihood in the country, 
und he says the majnrity of British people t.here 
are in entire agreement with his Yiews. \Vhat 
have we as a set-off against that ! There is a 
gentleman who is in thiil Chamber, or who has 
been here nearly all night, Mr. J. A. Verhoef. 
He is one of the members of the ,J ubannesburg 
Labour party. He t:.kes an active interest in 
politics in the Tmnsvaal, and has just arrived 
from .T ohannesburg. He is one of the organh:ers 
of the Labour party there, and he looks at this 
matter from the point of view of the working 
man, who wants not only good work and good 
wages, but also a certain measure of political 
freedom. Hon. members can read what he 
has to say on the subject in this week's Worke1·. 
\Vill any hon. member in thi>J Chamber venture 
to tell me that c~cil Rb.)des, or Dickson, or the 
big moneyed ,Jews in Jobcnneshurg, or the ,Jews 
in London who own the London Pre"s, and are 
forcing on this jingo agitation, care a tinker's 
curse about the extension of the franchise to the 
Uitlanders? They do not care a red cent. if the 
Uitlanders never get the franchise. 'The Bris­
bane Telegraph hon;,ctly admitted tho.t th•.· other 
day, and said that all the talk about the granting 
of the franchise to the Uitlanders was a mere 
pretext to carr\' on a war w hi eh had for its object 
th·" making of Gr.·at Britain tbe paramount power 
in South Afric:1. \Ve want the golden r,,nd, we 
want to getJ ohannesburg, and we want to ~ecure 
the vast and rich territory possessed by theBoers 
in the Transvaal and the Orange Free State, 
so as to make them part of the British Empire, 
about which so much fl.apdoodle has been talked 
bv hem. members on the other side of the House. 
What is the use of making all this noicfl about 
the Transva1llaws wh<-n we find that men who 
have been in the country for years and have 
lived under those laws do not create the t•tink 
about th,m that has been created by persons 
who have never been in the Transvaal? I have 
friends in the Transvaal, friends who have gone 
there from Charters Towers, from Gyrnpie, and 
from Croydon-men who were always opposed 
to the Government herP. for a vndety of good 
rea>ons-and wbo could not have good reason for 
opposing- the present Government ?-and they 
are sati,fied with the condition of things there. It 
is not men like that, but it is the ,Tews in London, 
und theJ ewish-owned Pres•, that are crying out for 
rapine and slaug-hter and territorial ag-grandiee­
ment. I defy any hon. member on the other 
side to deny that statement. I say it is really 
the J ew-owned PreRs that is responsible f<>r the 
present agitation, and in support of that state­
ment I shall give a list of newspapers which are 
advoc:tting the Chamberlain jingo policy for the 
acquisition of further territory in South Afric>t. 
The London Press are in favour of a second raid 
on the Transvaal, and they supported the raid 
of that travelling ad,•enturer, Dr. Jamieson, 
who cmght to have been h::~nged. when he was in 

the hands of the Transvaal Government, who 
treated him too leniently. Here is an interest­
ing extra et-

A large majority of the Uitlar!ders are Poli:::h Jews, 
who start as vedlars or illieit liquor dealcr-", und some­
times blo::-~om out into high finanee, possibly to end as 
millionairf'~ in Park lane.-Jfr. Geotge in ColeUrooAt• in 
the" 1Vesf,n:.'zstei~ Ga·.·ette." 

The majority of the IJondon Presg are in favour of the 
sec::md raid into the TransYaal. They include Oppen­
heim's Dail!l ... Yews (Oppenheim is a .Jew); the St. 
,James' Ga:.ette (Steinkoff. proprietor, is a Jewish finan­
cier), the Daily Teleg'NtlJh (tile Levis, proprietors, whO> 
have changed th,~ir name to Law~,on, arc Jewt., ; the 
Critic (proprietor )!r. IIe88, a ,Jew); till' OIJ•- rver (the 
Beers, proprietors, are Jews); the Sunday Time8 (the· 
.Beers, proprietors, are Jews): the Suntr,ry Spec;rt{ (tile 
proprietors are Jews); the Sun (}:larks, 1\LP'.j pro­
prietor, is a Jew); the Saturday Itecc,L'W (proprietors~ 
Jews). These, not forgetting the Pall .. Mall GctZI!Ite,. 
owned by the American millionaire, Astor, who w-as~ 
burned in effigy the other d:ty in America for becom.illg: 
a naturalised British subject. 

There we have a number of 'hawk-beaked, 
vulturous Jews egging on a bloodthirsty war in 
the Transvaal for the purpose of depriving the 
people who live in .. that little peaceful country of 
their Government, their mines, and their terri­
tory; and here we have a Government which 
intenclc, to introduce legislation of one kind and 
another, about which we "hall certainly be divided 
for a seseion or two, provided they weather 
this particular storm, which I hope they will 
not. We find them cheek by jowl with the 
J ew-owned Press of London inflaming the public 
mind by highly-coloured statements about the 
disabilities, political and social, suffered by the 
Uitlanders of the TransvaHl. We have got to 
depend on the ,J ew-owned daily Press of London 
fo" our facts, and the result is that they are 
highly coloure;d, and we are mis'ed. I know 
there are some hon. members in this Chamber 
who are prepared to be misled at any time on 
any question in which the Government take an 
active part. Any statements may be put forth 
by the bead of the Government, and they will fall 
into line like so many sheep going through a hole 
in a fence. They are sati"fied so that the Govern­
ment continues to act for them, and they troop 
backwards and forwards into this Chamber, and 
as the Pr· mier nods his head they go to the right 
or to the l ft. \Vhat is the trouble in the Tr'Lns­
vaal? It is simply this: The,,e are the Boer 
proposals submitted to form the basis for a 
oettlement of the dispute; (1) five yhtrs' fran­
chise ; (2) a share in the election of the Presi­
dent; (3) increused repres-entation for the gold­
fields to the extent, probably, of eight new 
seats; (4) all other questions submitted to 
arbitration, but not to that of a foreign power; 
(5) Great Britain to agree not to me her 
present interference as a precedent; (6) Great 
Britain to relinquish her suzerainty rights. 
And 11ow we are to have the huge force at 
the command d the United Kingdom, with 
the assistance rendered by the Australian colo­
nies, simply to hump the poor little Dutchman 
into compliance with their wishes. Great Bri­
tain is able at any time to bump hirn alone, 
but now, with the assistance of Queensland, 
the matter is placed beyond doubt. There is 
no hope at all for the unfortunate Dutch Boer 
now, because Qneensbnd is going to assist, 
and the PremiPr asks England to "Stand 
firm," because Queensland is behind her. The 
dispute must now be settled in favour of the 
English, because of the forces at her com­
mand. There is another matter I think a very 
vital one, and it completely traverses the argu­
ments used by hon. members on the other Ride 
who justify the sending of a contingent to the 
TransYaal. There is a paper published here in 
Australia called the Sydney Bulletin, a paper 
which I venture to say is well and favourably 
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known throughout the colonies of Australia. 
That paper rcccently took a very active and 
prominent part in supporting the policy of 
federation, which was one of the leading planks 
in the platform of the party sitting on the benches 
opposit,''· That paper, which was then quot~d 
by hon. members on the other side as an oracle 
which could not poosibly err--

An HoxouRABLE :NfE}lBER: It was never once 
quoted. 

Mr. LESINA: It was quotei repeatedly, and 
its literature was carried thronKhout this colony 
to assist in attaining a victory for fed, ration. 
\Veil, this same paper has got something to say 
about the TransvaaL I will just give hon. 
members opposite an extract from the Bulletm 
to show them the opinion of that paper on the 
trouble in South Africa. The Bulletin says-

The Boer law of naturalisation is not so very remm·k­
able after all. Any alien may l:Je naturalised and get a 
vote for the Lowtr House after two years' residence 
and payment of £2. He may get a vote for the Upper 
House twelve years later-or, again, he may not. In 
Great Britain the alien gets a v~e for the Lower House 
after jive years' re"idence and payment of £5, and he 
never by any chance gets a vote for the Upper House­
even 41JO yenrs' 1';-'Sidence wouldn't bring that any 
nearer. If English law applied to the Trans1raal there 
would probably be not many 1nore voters in Johannes­
burg than there are now, for the hawks and hustlers of 
the Raucl are a transitory crowd, and only a small pro­
portion of them could qualify for naturalisation accord­
ing to the hard British law. 

Britain has about 40,000,000 people, and if Britain 
were rushed by 60.0' 0,000 Germans whom it hadn't 
been strong enough to keep out in the fi1·st place, and 
these Germans demanded that the British law should be 
abrogated so as to give them the franchise-so as to 
enable them to take over the whole ;;overnment of the 
cou.r1try, and Britain was firmly con vine.- d that they 
would use their power to enact that Britain be at once 
annexed and governed by Kaiser Bill and garr1soned by 
his spike-helmeted myrmidons-well, Britain would 
also die in the last ditch before it gave way ~ and it 
would also be nasty, and aggravated, and quarrelsome. 

This is a point very well worthy of consideration 
in this matter. The Boer law permits an 
Uitlander, after he has lived in the Transvaal for 
two years, on payment of £2, tu become a 
naturalised subject and obtain a vote. In Eng­
land he must be a resident for five years before 
he can become natur.Jised and obtain a vote, 
and he must pay £5, and that in a country where 
it is almost impossible fur the average working 
man to get £5. In a country like the Transvaal, 
where a man can get as high as £50 a month, he 
has only to be two years there and pay £2 to 
become naturalised, and obtain his vote and a 
share in the Government of the country as much 
as Pre,ident Krnger or Kruger's son. In England 
if a Boer goes to settle down there he may get 1 Os. 
a week as an aHicnlturalla bourer, and he has to 
save £5 and live there five years before he can 
become naturalised and 'ecure a vote, and he can 
nevergeta vote for the Upper House because it is a 
non-elective Chamber, while in the Transvaal he 
can after a certain number of years g-et a vote 
for the Upper House. Here is another point. 
There is an article publish in tbe Positivist 
Review, by Mr. Frederick Harrison, the 
humanitarian, teacher, a11d moralist, who is 
pretty well known now in almost every part 
of the civilised world as a person who advocates 
high thinking and phin livin,~, and whose voice 
is always raised in behalf of the outcast and the 
oppressed, and who has worked in the interest 
of the spread of human freedom. Frederick 
Harrison, in an article in the Re~·iew to which I 
have made reference, deals, under the heading of 
"Pretexts for \V «r," with the arguments we 
have had stated !::ere by the raucous-voiced 
hungry vultures on the ::>.Iinisterial benches--

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
is u"ing language which is not parliamentary. 

Mr. LESINA: I beg to withdraw that, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Frederick Harrison, speaking 
about this "iniquitous war" with the .little 
South African Republic, Rays it is" as iniqnit')llS 
and as pregnant with evil as any waged within 
this century." If the country were not "intoxi­
cated with the craze of Imperialism," it would 
recognise "the preposterous-nay, the comical­
nature of the pretext on which war is justified." 

It is not easy (he declares) to recall a ground of war 
between civilised nat:ons in modern days so grotesque 
as the British demand for a foreign power to take over 
our own subjects more quicKly tban it now does. And 
this h;; efllled the consolidating of the empire and the 
mai.ntenance of our Imperial predominance. 
The other grounds of war from time to time 
suggested, writeq :Nir. Harrison, are "so flimsy 
from the point of view of serious politics and 
public law that they may be dismissed." He 
says-

It is admitted (l) that the Transvaalis for its internal 
law ancl constitution self-governing and not amenable 
to British control: tbat the Cot1vention of l':l84 has not 
been infringed. These things admitted, any threat to 
the Transvaal to alter its fundamental constitution and 
recast its franchbe law is as prepn:>tArous in justice and 
as repugnant to international law as if the thr~at were 
addres~ed to Germany or France. rrhe only rtif!erence is 
that the Tran~waf_l.l is rt small ~tate, which for years has 
been greedily coveted by speculators and buccaneers. 

Then our methods of oppre~sion are discuseed by 
him, and he says that neither will the excuses 
put forward for war on oratoric<tl grounds be 
justified by facts or are they worthy of serious 
examination. This is an argnment I should like 
to press upon the attention of hon. members 
oppo,ite who have stated on two or three 
occasions tbat the Uitlanders in the Transvaal 
are being so badly treated that we shonlrl cer­
tainly arise and g(} to their assistance. '\Vhy do 
we not arise and go to the assistance of British 
Uitlanders in other parts of the world. "\V e have 
British-,peaking people treated as badly in other 
parts of the world. Mr. Harriwn on this point 
says--

There is gross injustice and a corrupt police in Spain, 
in the Balkans, in Russia; in all these and in many 
Asiatic and African lands British emigrants have 
grievances. But we don't think Of derlaring war on 
Spain, Turkey, or Russia, demanding that our suhjects 
in these countric.:; must at once be offered the national 
franchise. rrhe administration of justice, the protection 
of life and :property, is far worse than it ever was in tlle 
Trnnsvaal in many lands-such as J1:orocco, Persia, 
China, and many South American Republics. But no 
one dreams of reforming these States by \Yar, for the 
reason that we should think twice before undertaking 
such a risk. At the present time British merchants 
and adventurers fare worse in Portuguese, or Belgian, or 
French territories in Africa than they do in the Rand. 
Their tlUtcries do not move the ForLign Office, which 
knows that thrrcats of war in their cause would mean 
European complications. British speculators have to 
put up with what they find at Delagoa Bay, violently as 
we want to seize it. The risk of seizing it is too great­
as yet. The risk of seizing the Transvaal is supposed to 
be not exceElsive. 

\V e think that because England is a 
[10·30 p.m.] great and mighty power, with 

tentacles extending all over the wide 
world, and with the command of great naval 
and military resources, she can come down 
upon those 130,000 Boers in the Transvaal and 
wipe them out. You see there is not much risk 
in it, and that is why we are going to her 
assistance. If there was much risk probably the 
Government would not be so eager tq send 250 
persons from Qneenslan·l to take part in this 
unjustifiable war. There was a good deal of 
talk indulged in by the Home Secretary to-night 
with respect to England as the paramount power 
in South Africa. Frerlerick Harrison furnishes 
the reply to that, and I earnestly commend it to 
the hon. gentleman's attention. He says-

To be the biggest and the strongest gives no title to a 
State to tlictate, interfere, ant! coerc~ the internal 
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affairs of their small neighbours. If it did, what would 
become of Denmark, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, 
Servia, and Roumania, .:\.Jontcnegro, and Greece? All 
the best traditions of Brith;h foreign policy have been 
ceutred in efforts to prevent the assertion by so~called 
paramount Powers of domh1ion over their weak neigh­
bours. 

The argument used by the hon. gentleman, was 
that because Great Britain is a strong power 
in South Africa she should exercis,, it in the 
direction of interfering in a matter which is 
purely a matter of domestic concern of the Boer 
people themselves. To aid in this domestic in­
terferencl', at the points of bayonets and the 
muzzles of l'll.axim guns, we are asked to take 
some £32,000 out of the already depleted 
Treasury of Queensland, and to pay £1,500 a 
month for an indefinite period afterwards. That 
is to be our monetary contribution towards this 
swashbuckling campaign. I object to it and shall 
vote against it. I represent a constituency which 
has the most wretched water-sn pply- in the 
country, which a public analyst has certified to 
be hardly fit for human consumption. And here 
we have a Government which will not provide 
the l'eople of Clermont with a decent water­
supply, which would not cost £1,000, but is 
prepared to spend from £30,000 to £30,000 in 
buccaneering and raiding the South African 
Republic. I say it is a scandalous waste of 
pnblic money, and a crying public shame on the 
men who occupy the position they do on the 
Treasury benches. They pass by the needs of 
the people of Quemsland, and filch from the 
public Treasury thousands of pounds to engage 
in a QuixotiC expedition to bring about reform 
10,000 miles away from the homes of the workers 
who are striving to build up Queensland and 
develop its resourcP-s, and who have to drink 
what is practically almost ditch-water. If 
President Kruger sent 250 of his Boer soldiers 
to try to obtain w;.terworks for some of our 
wretched country towns, or to get a vote for our 
40,000 Uitlanders, wonld he be occupying a very 
different position from that assumed by this 
courageous Government? There is another point. 
I have used some very strong language with 
respect to hon. gentleman sitting on the <•pposite 
bencheB, and they deserve it, and I can only 
hope that it will bring them to their senses. 
Bnt Frederick Harrison, in this article, calls the 
Liberal party at home "cowardly libera!s." It 
is thus that they have shown their miserable 
spirit in this matter-

The country has been v]olently excited by the organ­
ised agents of the speculators and buccaneers. 'rhe 
Jingo boom runs stJ ong, and public opinion has been 
debaucherl by swagp;er and lust of blood more deeply 
than in the memory of two generations. Otllcial 
liberalism had not the nerve to face this rowdyi~m, to 
do what Jlr. Gladstone, :\1r. Bright, ::\'lr. J!1orster, and 
others did of old. But what were ·"cir W. Harcourt and 
Mr. Morley doing? They h:.d cut themselYes fr\._e of 
party entanglements: tbey were free to speak ouL A 
criminal war, destined, no donbt, to strain the Empire 
to its foundations, certain to embroil .South Africa for 
a whole generation, is a thing more important than 
incense and candles in a chu1·ch, more important, and 
certainly more urgent, than a biography of ::\ir. Glad­
stone. It is a pitv that his followers should be writing 
a.bout what .\1r. Glad&t0ne did, instead of helping to do 
what Mr. Gladstone would have done. 

I wonder if Rhodes has any agents in thi" House. 
We know that every monopuly in the country 
has an agent here, that there is hardly a railway 
syndicate in the colony that has not its little 
agent in this Chamber. I should not be surprised 
to discover that Jche Rhodesian gang who raided 
the Transvaal under the leadership of that medical 
adventurer, Dr. ,J amieson, o.nd Mr. Cecil Rhodes, 
had theil agents in this House, and there is no 
doubt that the jingo boom runs strong in this 
country, and that pnhlic opinion has been de­
baf!ched both in the Chamber and in tile country by 

thelustof blood and the swagger of thehon. gentle­
man who leads this Government. He has tried 
to create an unhealthy tone in the public mind. 
He wants the public of Queensland to see the 
Transvaal difficulty through red spectacles, , 
through a haze of blood. I have no doubt the 
music of battle is very gratifying to the e,rs of 
that hon. gentleman. It is a pity his love of 
" derring-do " does not induce him to le<.td this 
valiant contingent, and take his chance at the head 
of the column. But, no ; he does his fighting by 
proxy, and some wretched substitutes arP to do his 
fighting for him in the Transvaal at 4s. 6d. a day. 
I commend the words of Frederick Harrison to the 
serious C<•nsideration of hon. members before they 
vote on this question. \Ve have heard a great 
deal during this discussion about Queen Victoria'g 
reign. \Ve are told that the present reign has 
been a peaceful on<·, but that is one of the gro»est 
and most cold-blooded lies e\er uttered by a 
jingo who tries to shed upon the reign a certain 
spurious glory. What are the facts? I find that 
during Her Majesty's reign, from 1837 to 1899, 
we have had between fifty and sixty wars, and 
we are now going t<J't,.ke part in another. 

The SPEAKEit: Order! I hardly see what a 
record of the wars of Her Majesty's reign has to 
do with the question before the Honse. The 
hon. member is going outside the rea,onable 
limits of debate in introducing matters of that 
kind. 

Mr. LESINA: I will deal very briefly with 
this, and simply say that some fifty or sixty wars 
have taken place from 1837 up to the preeent 
time. They have been waged in all parts of the 
world, have cost millions npon million" of money, 
and have led to the destruction of myriads of 
human lives. And I would remind hon. mem, 
hers that the Briti8h "ar vote for this year is 
over £40,000,000 for the army and navy, or 
nE,.,rly £1 per head for every man, woman, and 
child in the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland. Two shillings a head for ednca­
tion, and £1 a bead for Maxim guns. 

The PREmER : Y on do not p:>y for it. 

Mr. LESINA: Two shiilin7s a head for 
putting in brains and £1 a head for knocking 
them ont. 1 am not surprised at the Govern­
ment'• attitude, and I have no doubt that the 
persons on the other side who regn,rd this war as 
a just and honourable war would feel a sense of 
bitter disappointment if by any accident the 
contending parties "ere to come to terms and 
the probability 0f war done away with. I am 
reminded, by-the-v. ay, that during the evening 
I referred om·,, or twice to drapers' assistauts 
being among our force for the Tran" vaal. I 
find that I am wrong, and that not one solitary 
draper's a&sistant is going to the "' ar. 

The PREMIER : It will be brought against you. 
Mr. LESINA : There are only about two 

drapers in the whole of my electorate, bnt it 
is out of consideration for ;,he feelings of drapers 
that I correct my mist..ke. I do nut be:ieve, 
either, that a solitary grocer has volnnteered. In 
reference tJ the method of recruiting w bich is 
being adopted, I should like to mention that in 
South Brisbane a man was approached the other 
day by a person who is likely to be in command 
of a compan.v, who patted him on the shoulder 
and s.lid, " Well, old man, I trust you will not 
disappoint us, and that yon will see the Empire 
through?" Then he was actually invited to the 
nearest public-house, and he was informed that 
Britain required his services. He W< s actually 
pnt in this pusiticn that he felt that if he did not 
volunteer to take part in the war it would be 
turning dog on his old comp1.nion. I object to 
these means being adopted to induce members of 
the monnted infantry to volunteer for service. 
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We have also been told about the bond that ties 
us to the de<1r old mother la.nd. I have heard 
that remark before. It is a familiar observation. 

'fhe PREMIER: \Vha~ is your mother country? 
Mr. LESINA: I may bay that at nearly every 

public banquet I have attended it has been a 
regular thing for persons under the influence of 
wine to get ut> and, with very flushed faces, 
speak of the silken bonds that tie us to the dear 
old mother land, and, as the hnn. member for 
Maryborough would say, "Dear old England." 
\Veil, what are the bonds which tie us to the 
old country? Are they not de.benture bonds? 
Paper bonds and nothing more. I remember 
some time ago, when Abdul Hamid, the Sultan 
of Turkey, was ravishing the Christians of 
Armenia, dealing out dc.ath by me·•ns of his 
bloodthirstv myrmidons, who slaughtered men, 
women, and children, the Right Hon. \Villiam 
l<~wa.rt Gladstone stumped the principal towns of 
Great Brit•in trying to work up a feeling against 
that bloodthir,tyEastern despot, and the Govern­
ment then in office, the same Governme!lt as at 
present, treated him with 311 certain amount of 
disdain. I rcwember that both the Radical and 
Conservative Press cried out for vengeance against 
Abdul Ham id; but did the agoni -ed appealo of 
the wretched women, the dying groans of the 
nlas~ac-red rnen 1 the pite()US cries of the dying 
childran, arouse any desire in the breast of the 
head of the Government to assist in preventing 
those horrors ? 

The PREiiiiER: They were not British subjects. 
Mr. LESINA: Were they not fellow 

Christians appealing to a stronger power for 
assistance? \Vas the head of the Government 
appealed to by the Uitlanders uf the Transva~l? 
Did they ask the hon_ gentleman to send 250 
fiery persons to help them? Did he receive any 
cable from them, and if so, why did he not lay 
it on the table of tbe House? \Ye know nothing 
about appe.rls from ,Johannesburg from P• rsons 
drawing £50 a month. '.rhe fact of the matter is 
that the Premier has been running thb country 
on his own in the spirit of a South American 
autocrat. In South America per<ons who indulge 
in too much dictation genemlly meet the same fate 
as a person named Bordn, who not long ago was 
physically and forcibly removed. I truot the 
hon. gentleman will not continue the"e tactics. 
If these Ui tlanders had wired for asc<istance we 
should have known something about it, but they 
did not. The hon. gentleman has taken it upon 
himself, at the suggeNt;on of certain military 
person::;, to give as:3iBtancr, and he has given 
it without consulting Parliament, and that is 
why the leader of the Opposition has cabled 
this amendment. He h~s d<•ne so in order 
to express disapprobation of the action of the 
Premier in taking upon himself without the 
authority of Parli,;ment, to commit the country 
to an expenditure of £32,000, and £1,500 a month 
for an indefinite period of time. }<'or that reason, 
and bec'\use I think this Hm1se should be taken 
into the confidenca of the Government, because I 
think members of this Chamber should always be 
asked their opinion ahout any important matter 
of public policy, I shall vote for the amendment 
and against the motion of the hon gentleman. I 
shall now close with one last point. 

The PREMIER: Hear, hear! 
Mr. LESINA: The hon. gentleman will no 

doubt be glad, for I have given him a warm 
half-hour. 

The PREMillR: You talk the Hcms~ out. 
Mr. LESINA: I have noticed in this con­

nection-and it is a matter to which at.tention 
has been drawn throughout the country-that 
hon. gentlemen on the Treasury benches are 
quite content to draw their big salaries for 
administering the affairs of the country, but 

whenever any real business is going on they go 
outside. 

The SECRETARY J;'OR PUBLIC LANDS : Y on 
drive them out. 

Mr. LESINA: My one last point is this: It 
has been said, and it is a curious fact, that the 
only wise persons in this world are the persons 
who ae-ree with us. . Hon. gentlemen on the 
other Side appear to tlnnk that they are the o~ly 
wise persons, "nd the persons who agree with 
them support this vote. Members on the other 
side fancy we are pig-.heade~ because W? do not 
agree with them on ·thiS partiCular questiOn. Of 
course we do not. Hon. gentlemen on the other 
side are resolute; hon. members on this side are 
p:g-headed, 'What is resnl~1tel}ess on the; o~her 
side is pig-headedness on thts stde; what Is tdle 
curiosity on this side is simply evidence of an 
inquiring mind on the other side. If we want 
fac~s and information--

The PREMIER : You have facts enough. You 
distort them. 

J111r. LESIN A : I am not distorting facts. 
The position taken up by hon. gentlemen on that 
side-the impression they have crea~ed. on my 
mind-is th»t hun. gentlemen on tlus s1de who 
disagree with them are bigoted, pig· headed, and 
obstinate. Yet we are just as much entitled to 
take om· view on a national question of such 
import.,nce as this '" they are. \Ve are doing 
that, and we are maintaining our right to do it. 
I trust that the right we have attempted to 
maintain by replying to the arguments and facts 
adduced by the other side will have the effect 
of creating in the public mind t~e impression 
that the action of the Government 1s not m keep­
ing with the proper and honest government of a 
conntry like this. 

The PREMIER: The question is: Do you want 
the volunteers to go or not 

Mr. L ESIN A: That is not the position. This, 
briefly, is the position : \Ve, on this side, and 
hon. "entlemen on the ot,her side also, disagree 
with the action of the Premier in pleclging this 
coun~ry and this Parliament to a certain thing 
before he consulted them. If he is allowed to 
do this-if he is allowed to make this a prece­
d,nt-he might go and do other thing> Parlia­
ment; after Parliament, year after year, and 
session after session. It is not a correct thing, 
and it is not a thing we should allow him to do. 
H• will next pledge the country, and its people, 
and its money, to take part in some other Quix?­
tean thin" in other parts of the world. He wtll 
prob" bly ~nake some trea.ty 'Yith the Japanese, or 
the Chinese, or the Phthpmos, or some other 
race of people in some other p"rt of the wor~d. 
He will probably offer the loan of the, warships 
lying on the placid bosom of th~, r:' ver here 
t:> America to settle the Phtbpmos. In 
fact we shall have to keep a sharp eye on 
him: and if hon. members will only vote for the 
amendment, t.hey will give him a .deserved slap 
in the face for having had the Impudence .to 
pledge the credit of the colony to the Impenal 
Government and the lives of 230 of our fellow­
citizens in carrying out a war about the 
merits of which this House has not fornm­
lated any opinion so far. That is the co_r­
rect attitude hon. members must assume m 
voting on thi' question to-night. It is not a 
que,tion of whether the contingent shou}d 
go or not. The amendment says that while 
in sympathy, and expre~~ing our loyalty to ~he 
Crown and throne, we cl1sapprove of the actiOn 
of the Premier in pledging the credit of the 
country and pawning the lives of 250 of our 
citizens and certain of our buckram heroes who 
are to lead them in the gnry van of battle, without 
consulting Parliament first. 'fhat is the principle 
members are asked to vote for. They are asked 



406 Federation. [COUNCIL.] 

to express an opinion whether they believe or do 
not believe that the Premier was justified in the 
month uf .July- war has not started yet. 

Mr. ANNEAR: Yes, it has started. 
Mr. LESINA: Say it has started, it had not 

started four months ago, and, on his own respon­
sibility-'" dead on his own " as the saying 
is--

The PREMIER : Your arithmetic is faulty. 
Mr. LESINA: It was in July that this thing 

first came to the front. The hon. gentleman, on 
his own initiative, practically conspired with a 
certain military peroon in this colony, who is in 
the pay of the country, to send 250 colonists away 
to the Transvaal. He fixed it up himself. He 
took it on himself to wire to Mr. Chamberlain, 
telling him not to be scared about the Boers. 
That was four months ago when there was no 
necessity for war any more than there was J•nc­
tically yesterday, and he asks Parliament to vote 
this money. Even if Parliament does vote the 
money before the House rises, or even if it 
does not vote the money, it ought to 
administer a slap il} the face to the hon. gentle­
man for what he has done. I trust hon. mem­
bers will keep that point Vfell in view, for if we 
justify him in doing that, we may find in recess 
that he will be offering some shipping company 
about £20,000 and somebody else the lGan of the 
warhoats, and Baying it is repudiation if we do 
not back him up. \Ye must set our feet firmly 
rlown on any policy of that kind. If the leader 
is going to t:1ke into his hands the whole govern­
ment of the country, and take charge of the 
Treasury and of the lives of our citizens, Parlia­
ment will be a farce ; and we had better let him 
administer the country as a berwvolent dictator. 

MElllm;Rs on the Opposition side: Hea.r, hear! 
Mr. COWLEY: I beg to move the adjourn­

ment of the debate. 
Question put and passed ; and resumption of 

debate made an order for Tuesday next. 

PAPER. 
The following paper, laid on the table, was 

ordered to be printed :-
Return of approved applications for agri­

cultural (conditional and unconditional) 
and grazing farms and grazing home­
steads under the Crt.wn Lands Acts, 
1884 to 1895, in each district in the 
colony, for the years 1885 to 1898 in­
clusive, showing the total areas and 
rents paid thereon. 

The House adjourned at fifty-eight minutes 
past 10 o'clock. 

FederatiO'll. 




