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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

·WEDNESDAY, 11 OcTOBER, 1899. 

Thfl SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3 
o'clock. 

PAPER. 
The following paper, laid on the table, was 

ordered to he !•tinted: -
.Loan Apprnpriatiuns and Expenditure to 

30th June, 1899. 
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QUESTIONS. 
INSPgcTOR OJ<' ToTALISATORS. 

Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South) asked the 
Home Secretary-

Did the Public Service Roard, in accordance with 
section 36 of the Public Servic·' Act of 1896, ccr~ify 
that there was no person in the service available and 
qualified to fill the position of inspector of totali,, ators? 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. :!<'.G. 
Foxton, Carnarvon) replied-

An inspector of totalisat3rs was appointed hy the 
Department of Justice for twf lve months :f.l.·om the lst 
of April last. the necessity for such an appointment 
having been brong·ht under the notice of the :Jiinister 
by the Under Secretary of that Department. On the 
recommendation of the Public Service Board the officer 
appointed was excepted from the operation of the 
Public Scrvic0 Act. 

PERMITS FOR TOTALISATOR. 
Mr. TURLEY asked the Home Secretary-
1. What was the numbet· of permits grantefl. by the 

Government to run totalisators during the years 
1895-6-7-8-9 ? 

2. To whom were sueh permits granted? 
3. Vfhat amount of money pa~sed through the 

various totalisators during the same years? 

The H0ME SECRETARY replied-
1. •oil. 
2. 'l'he answer to this question will have to .be given 

in the shape of a return which I am having prepared. 
3,-
The year ending 30th June, 1895 ... £156,665 8 6 

1896 "' 157,061 13 6 
1891 206,351 13 0 
1s:•s ... 209,578 14 o 
1899 273,±4') 18 0 

ALUGED STUFl!'ING OF BALLOT-Box. 
Mr. DA WSON (Charters 1'owers) asked Mr. 

Mackintosh-
!. Is he correctly reported in E-Iansard, No. 7, page 

250? 
2. If so, will he state the polling pl~ce where 400 votes 

were actually counted although the roll only provided 
for 1;'50 legitimate votes r 

3. Does he know of his own knowledg\\ or has he good 
reason to believe, that such stuffing of the ballot-box 
actually occurred? 

4. If so, will he furnish the Rouse with all the in­
formation in his possession? 

5. Does he accuse me of stuffing, inducing, influencing, 
being instrumental in, or in any way responsible for snch 
stuffing of the said ba1lot-lmx. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH (Cambooya) replied-
1. Yes, 
2. The statement made to me by the person alluded 

to in my speech. in the pre~enee of the member for the 
electorate, and not cont:mdicted by the latter, referred 
to a polling-place north of Brisbane. 

3. I made no statement to the effect that the ballot­
box bad been stuffed. 

4. Anowered by the answers to· Nos. 2 and 3. 
5. As I made no charge that the ballot-box had been 

stuffed, it follows that I could not h:tve accused the 
honourable member of an offence which I am not aware 
was commit~ed. 

LEPROSY STATIS'riCS. 
Mr. DA \VSON (for Mi·. Lesina, Clerrnont) 

asked the Home Seeretary-
1. How many case.s of leprosy have been reported to 

the authorities during the tw·elve months-30th June, 
1898, to 1st July, 1899? 

2. Districts from which they came? 
3. Nationality of the patients? 
The HOME SECRETARY replied-
1. Twenty-two. 
2. Ayr, 1; Brisbaue, 2; Bundaberg, 1 ; Cairns, J ; 

Charleville, 1; Cooktown, 1; Childers, 1; Geraldton, 1 ;· 
Ingham. l; Isisford, I; )Iackay, 9; Na.nbour, 1; 
Townsville, 1. Total, 22. 

3. English, I; Danish, 1; Queenslauder, 1 ; ... l.L .;.;:i .. 
ginals, 2; Chinese, l; Pacific Isln.nders, 14. Total, 22. 

THE TRANSVAAL CONTINGENT. 
The PREiYIIER (Hon. J. R. Dickson, 

Bulirnba) in moving-
That this House renews the assurance ofits loyalty and 

devotion to the 'rhrone and Person of Her j.Iost Gracious 
:Uajesty the Queen: and as evidence of its sympathy with 
Ht,. Majesty's subjects in the South African Republic, 
who have for so long a period suffered burdensome disa­
bilities and grievous injustice, desires to support the 
determination of Her ::Uajesty's advisers to secure the 
immediate recognition of British ri~hts in that 
ltepubli.c. This 1Iousu therefore views with approba­
tion the proposal of the Government to equip, dr<>;putch, 
and maintain a military force volunteGring for service 
with Her ::Uaje~ty's army in South Africa, consisting or 
250 oflicers. non-commissioned officers, and men of the 
Queensland 1:'[ounted Infantry, together with a machinew 
gun section of the Queensland Regiment of Ro:yal 
Australian A.rtlllery-
soid: It is with feelings of very great satisfaction, 
inJeed of supreme pleasure that I rise to move 
the resolution standing in my name, concerning 
the offer made by the soldiers of Queensland, 
who have volunteered for service in tb.e Trans­
vaal. 

~fEIIIl3ERs of the Opposition: Oh, oh ! and 
laughter. 

Mr .. FrsHgR : Bluwing your own horn. 
The PRE:\HEB.: That offer was exceedingly 

creditable and patriotic to toat band of men 
who, sympathising with their fellow-citizens in 
their sutferings in the Transvual--

J\!IEiliBERS of the Opposition : Oh, oh ! and 
bughter. 

The PREMIER: I say these men, sympa­
thising with their fellow-citizens in their ill­
treatment nnder the ha!·sh administration of the 
Transvaal Government, have come forward under 
a true sense of patrio•ism, not only as soldiers of 
Queensland, but aR soldters of the Queen, to 
maintain British supremacy in the Transvaal, 
which is at pre~ent manaced by the inhabitants 
of the Transvaal. 

JYigil!BgR~ on the Government side: Hear, hear! 
The PRE.\1IER: I unsider that the men who 

have been accustomed to military service, and 
who have volunteered for service in the Trans­
vaal, deserve the thanks of the country. 

11r. McDONALD: You have not got 200 yet. 
The PRE:YIIER: The hon. member will have 

an opportunity to deliver himself on the matter 
hereatter, but I hope that he will not do so in a 
pessimbtic manner, or attempt to show that our 
soldiers here are not of the same stock and material 
as those anywhere in the British Empire. I am 
sure that hon. members will recognbe that our 
soldiers possess the same stamina, the same 
ardour, and the same patriotism for military 
service that characterises any other portion of 
the British dependencies. I have very great 
satisfaction in recognising the loyal offer made 
by our soldiers. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : \Vhat about the 
overcoats? 

The PlmMIEl'l-: And, at the present time, I 
feel that any exl?reesion of dissatisfaction that 
may have ariscln rs due to an imperfect view of 
the pre•ent position. I may explain we are not 
contemplating sending the Defence Force of 
Queensland ont,ide the culony-it is merely 
aiding and as.-;isting to equip, tnaintain, and 
defray a voluntreer service in the Transvaal, 
which will be united with the British army. 

Mr. GIVEXS : c\.t whose invitation? 
The PREMIER: It is not the great number 

of men that are willing to roll up to the standard­
to enJi,t in the British army-that is its great 
strength, but I say that a great moral lesson is 
conveyed hy this patriotic offer, which will st:>,nd 
for all time in the history of Queensland, and 
vchich shows that Queensland possesses men 
worthy to be classed as sot's of the great British 
Empire, I wish to prevent the Hou;,e falling 
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into any misunderstn,nding as to the action the 
Government have taken in this matter. The 
Gov.,rnment n,re not compelling, or even inviting, 
the Defence Force of Queensland to accept service 
in the Transvaal, or do anything b~yond their 
legitimate duty to the State. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: They were invited 
in the first instance. 

The PL(E:YHER: No. The Vllunteers came 
forward and requested the Commandant to see 
if the Government would accept their off"r. 

Mr. McDONALD: \Vhy did you n<lt ln,y those 
papers on the tahle? 

The PRE:\HER: All the papers dealing with 
the matter have been laid on the table. 

Mr. ivicDONALD: No. \Vhere is the letter 
from the men to the Commandant? 

The PREMIER: This was merely a verbal 
representation. You might as well ask that the 
correspondence between the Commandant and 
myself be laid on the table. All the literary 
correspondence has been published. 'rhe Corn· 
mandant represented to me, and I had no reason 
to doubt his bona fides, that he had been requested 
by a large number of volunteers to request the 
Government to ask the home authorities to accept 
their offer to serve in the Transvaal, without any 
conditions. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Before that, Parliament should 
have been consulted. 

The PREMIER: vV e will come to that pre· 
sently. I say distinctly that the acoion of these 
men in asking to be permitted to serve in the 
Transvaal showed a most praiseworthy and 
patriotic spirit. The correspondence shows that 
the offer has been gmtifyingly accepted, and 
that a high compliment has been paid tu Queens­
land by the Imperial authorities in so doing. 
I think it should he recorded in Hansard that a 
telegram was received on the 11th July from 
Mr. Chamberlain to this effect:-

Her Majesty's Government highly appreci<tted the 
loyal and patriotic offer of Queensland, but hope that 
no occasion would arise for the service of these lUen, 
but if it should they will gladly avail themselves of the 
offer. 
That offer h~s been accepted in such a form as 
conveys an honour on Queensland, and the fact 
that Queensland was the first to volunteer for 
service to assist the mother country in the 
Transvaal-to assist her in any emergency that 
may threaten the Empire-will alwavs be 
recorded to her credit. 

Mr. DAWSON: How many volunteers have 
you got now? 

The PREMIER : Quite sufficient to be 
despatched, as soon as the vote is taken. 

Mr. DAwsoN: What number? 
The P 1-tEMIER : We have offered 250 men 

and a machine-gun section, making altogether 
271 men, and that offer will be fulfilled. In fact 
the difficulty is to satisfy the aspirations of 
several men, who have been officers in the 
Imperial Army and in our Defence Force-and 
who have offered to proceei with the contingent 
in any capn,city what·•oever, even as private 
soldiers-I say the difficulty I am in is really to 
set aside the,;e men's desires with a view to allow­
ing ou~ DPfence Force and others, who were the 
first to volunteer, to come forward and make up 
the nnmber which was represented as available 
for the contingent. This corr;es at an exceedingly 
proper time. I consider that in connection with the 
great subject which we have recently discussed­
namely, the great subject of federation, which 
has now been thoroughly accomplished-Is ay that 
this comes as a complement to that great measure, 
showing th ,t-not, as eo me pessimists urged, 
that federation would be the first stepping-stone 
to cutting the painter with the British Empire­
but this goes to show that the heart of the people 
of Queensland-anJ later on we will see the heart 

of the people of Australia-instead of being 
affected by federation to such an extent as to 
hold aloof from all sympathy with the movement 
in the Transvaal_:has risen with one great 
natural impulse to show their desire to maintain 
that filial bond which knits Australia to the 
solidarity of the British Empire. 

Mr. TURLEY : DoeH not that refer to early 
closing, too? 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
The PREMIER: The mere fact of sending 

250 or 260 men to aid the British army in the 
Tr c.nsvaal will not make or mar the fortunes of 
the British army. If the number were multi­
plied by 100 it would not very considerably 
affect the position, for I firmly believe in the 
impregnability of our great British army in its 
operation• in the Transvaal ; but this is an 
object lesson that shows that the Australian 
States reqognise that they are part of the great 
British Empire, and are desirous when that Empire 
ismenacedin any way of showing their readinE'SS by 
allowing mAn to volunteer for such service, to 
assist the British army in conducting what may 
be a very severe campaign. I believe the men 
who have joined in this movement deserve the 
thanks of the country. They have shown their 
loyalty, they have shown their patriotism, and 
they have also shown that they sympathise with 
the Uitlanders in the Transvaal, who, we know 
from all the reports that we have received, are 
suffering the most harsh and brutal treatrnent--

Mr. LESINA: Que,tion. 
MEMBERS of the Government : Hear, hear j 
The PREMIER: As revorted by the Press. 
MEMBERS of the Opposition : Ah ! oh ! 
The PREMIER : I presume that the Press 

reports can be accepted as veracious. 
Mr. MAXWELL: They were not last night. 
The ATTORNEY·GENERAL : They were last 

night. 
The PREMIER : I cannot understand why 

hon. members opposite should be so prejudiced 
in connection with these reports. I am sure 
they are presented to us for no other reason than 
to afford us information. 

Mr. TURLEY: What about the Canadian offer? 
JIIIr. DAWSON: That was in the Press. 
Mr. ANNEAR: What about the 300 mayors in 

Canada? 
Mr. McDoNALD : They want mules not 

mayors. 
The PREMIER: Let anyone read the fol­

lowing, 5th October, this present month-
News from Johannesburg sctates that the Transvaal 

authorities are expelling all the British residents 
remaining at that place, the expulsions being enforced 
in a ruthless manner. Persons of all agee are huddled 
into open railway tru~ks, and they are not only suffer­
ing from the coldness of the weather, but are actually 
starving, as no food is provided for them. 
Is that the work of what is supposed to be a 
civilised State, in the nineteenth century? 

Mr. Dt:NSFORD : Don't you think there may 
be another side to that question? 

The PREMIER : Again, on 6th October the 
following appears:-

It js reported that the Boers are behavjng like 
frenzied semi-savage\~! towards the refugees in the 
trains which are conveying them from the Transvaal, 
pointing their rifles at them, striking the women and 
children, and seizing the babies from their mothers, 
with the object of provokjng the husbands and fathers 
to reta1iate. 

There are now thousa,nds of destitute refug-ees from 
the Transvaal at r.orenzo Marques (Delagoa B~y), and 
a transport steamer has been sent to convey them 
south. 
I could read innumerable paragraphs. 

Mr. McDoNALD : Let us have them. 
Mr. TURLEY : The Press made juat such state­

ments as thttt in 1891 about men in W estPrn 
Queensla,ncl. 
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The PREMIER : Again, on 9th October­
Intense indignation has been aroused by the brutal 

treatment by the Boers of the refugees who are now 
leaving the 'rransvaal. The reports of the treatment to 
which the refugees have been subjected show almost 
incredible brutality. It is alleged that the Boers spat 
in the faces of ladies, and addi essed to them insults of 
the vilest character. It is further asserted that seventy 
women and children were crowded into a cattle-truck, 
and then kept on a railway siding for thirty hours with­
out either food or water. Two children died from 
exposure, and several children were born during the 
journey to tl1e frontier. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Did the Boers behave like 
that when they had J amieson in their power? 

Mr. GrvENS: ·was that news published at the 
time the Queenshwd offer was made? 

The PREMIER: These things have tran­
spired since. These brutalities have been cul­
minating. They were reported before. Of 
course hon. member8 know that the Press for ~he 
last three months has been full of nothing but 
telegraphic messages repor·ting brutalities and 
maltreatment which no civilised nation could 
possibly be expected to direct towards innocent 
people residing in their midilt. 

Mr. McDoNALD : ·what did England do about 
the Armenian atrocities ? 

Mr. FISHER : Did we offer to send troops to 
assist Armenia? 

The PREMIER: We are now offering volun­
teers to assist our own countrymPn, and to assist 
Great Britain in the pre~.ent contest, and I think 
no one will deny but that Great Britain is at 
present placed in that position that she has to 
assert her authority in South Africa if that 
authority is to remain paramount for all time. 
In that light I consider the offer as being most 
opport.une, as showing the desire of Australia to 
aid Great Britain in the contest which is now 
coming on, and where her supremacy is being 
assailed by a people who, I maintain, at the 
present time are acting in a manner which out­
rages all modern feelings of civilisation. As I 
have said, this small volunteer offer is not only 
creditable to the men who have offered but 
creditable to the colony which has made the 
offer; and in this light it has a good moral effect, 
and is a good object lesson, 

Mr. DAWSON: To whom? 
The PREMIER : To the great powers of the 

world. (Opposition bmghter.) Hon. members 
may laugh. I hope they enjoy their laughter. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER on the Opposition 
side: You were laughing at the idea yourself. 

The PREMIER : My remarks may not 
receive the approval of hon. members opposite, 
but I feel confident that what I say will be 
accepted by the intelligence of the ·people of 
Queensland--that that is the true feeling and 
attitude of Australia at the present time as part 
of the British Empire. What is Europe just 
now but one huge camp of militarism, which is 
just waiting for a match to be applied to set it 
in combustion? The United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland-our mother country-is 
she loved at the present time by those 
powers? Not a bit of it ! They are all 
jealous of her supremacy, and the nations 
of Europe would all like to have a fling 
at her if they could do it with impunity. 
Great Britain has been the greatest colonising 

power in the world; she has set her 
[4 p.m.] foot over all portions of the globe, 

and she has set it there to remain; she 
ha• built up colonies ofherown British stock, which 
are worthy of her best traditions. These colonies 
are young; it is a day of small things, but at the 
same time even the small effort we are making 
now to show our fellow-feeling with our great 
mother country is worthy of praise, and will 
exhibit to the great foreign military powers the 
fact th >t tht>ce colonies, while they have tended to 

aggrandise Great Britain-for trade has followed 
her fl>tg here-are now becoming factors of pnter:cy 
to her which will tend to make her great Empire 
permanent for many futu_re generations. This is 
the view which I subn.It to the House at the 
present time in connection with this matter. This 
motion is not proposed because 250 men can make 
or nmr the defence of the great British Empire, 
but it is sim!JlY an imtiatory effort to show that 
these o-reat dependencies, whether they are 
depend~ncies in Australia, or in ::louth Africa., 
or elsewhere, will su{Jport the suprema~y of the 
mother country when she is menaced m future, 
and that she will find in them a storehouse of 
inexhaustible supplies w he~ever _the contingency 
may arise that requires their assistance. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: I trust that such a con­

tingnncy may long _be averted; but. at the _same 
time I cannot refram from expressmg satisfac­
tion that Queensland has had the oppor~umty, 
the grand opportunity, at this present tim~ of 
submitting to the mother country a practiCal 
proof of her loyalty and devoti~:m to the integrity 
of the Empire. In that light I hope tl.ns 
motion will be received. Hon. rnen:;>.bers opposite 
would in ordinary political measures fa~rl:y crit!­
cise the action of thq Government, as It Is t_heir 
duty to do so; but I ferven~ly hope that I!:! a 
matter of thi·, sort they will pnt everythmg 
else at one side, and placing our colony in Lhe 
forefront, support th? Go_vernment .. Beyond all 
other things the sohdanty and mamteua.nce of 
the Empire is a m"tter that should gmde all 
Australian statesmen, and nC!tably Queemland 
statesmen, at the present time. It may be 
allP"ed and at first blush there is a great deal 
of fgrc~ in the contention, that Parliament should 
have been consulted primarily. But I ~ould 
again remind h,m, members that the offer IB not 
to send our Queensland troops as me m hers of the 
Defence .Force but to assist to despatch and to 
maintain men ~ho have volunteered for service 
in the Transvaal, and who are not going there in 
their c ,pacity as m em hers of the Defence Force 
under onr Defence Acts. 

1\Ir. GLASSEY: The offer has been made and 
has been accepted. 

The PRE~IIER: Yes, the offer has been 
made and accepted, and I want to show the 
House why Parliament could n?t have be_en n:ad_e 
acquainted with the offer earlier. I thmk It IS 
due to the Government to show that there was 
no de,,ire to hide from Parliament the action 
which was taken at the time. The offer was 
made, as hon. members will see from the corres­
pondence, on the 6th of July. . 

Mr. DAWSON: The 10th, was It not? 
The PREMIER: Quit_e so; on the lOth _of 

July. Hon. members will know th~t P:>r~Ia­
ment had by its own action deferred Its sittmg 
until after the 2nd of September. 

Mr. GLASSEY : Then the offer should not have 
been made until after that. . 

The PRE:YliER : Then the emergency might 
have pa,\sed away. The offer was made and 
accepted, and the very first thin_g the Govern­
ment did on the openii:g of Parliament was to 
indicate in the Governor's Speech what had been 
done. Hon. members do not seem to rei_Uember 
that in tbe Speech from the Throne this para­
graph occurred-

The relations between Her Majesty's Governmer~tand 
the Transvaal Republic are, I regret to state, Ill an 
exceedingly strained condition, and the treatment 
meted out by the Boer authorities to our fello:w­
subjects resident in their territory canno~ but excite 
sympathy in the breast of ev~.ry A?-straha~ love~ of 
liberty. That a very aeute fedmg ex1sts on tlns subJect 
in Queensland is demop.strated by the fact that a large 
number of members of our Defence Force have vc:Iun­
teered for service in South Africa, and my adv1~ers, 
believing that mar Mounted Infantry would be pecuharly 



S12 The Tran.ovaal Contingent. [ASSEMBLY.] The Trar<svaal Contingent. 

fitted to render assistance in any crisis that may 
occnr, have thought it desirable to offer a continO'ent 
of this branch in the event of an outbre"l.k of hostiliiiP<. 
~ reply has be~n received stating that ller Majest,y's 
;~:=!~ment w1ll gladly accept the offer if necessity 

Mr. CoWLEY : And that was adopted by the 
House without division. 

The PREMIER : Yes ; it was adopted on the 
following day without division. Could the Go­
vernment have informed Parliament earlier? 
Not in any sense. Of course if we were sending 
our Defence J:<'orce as a Queensland force Parlia­
ment should have been summoned for the occa­
sion, but this was merely a proposal to subsidise 
a body. of voh;ntePrs, who might not be called 
for "'C~Jve. service•, as the very acceptance of their 
offer mdJCates. Therefore it was out of the 
power of the Government to have. consulted 
Parliament earlier; they have consulted Parlia­
':'ent at .th.e earlie·,t OjJportunity, and before a 
smgle sh1llmg of expense has been incurred; 
although the necesnry arrangements have been 
made for the despatch of the,e volunteers if this 
vote is pa.Hed, yet the Government have not 
committed the country to any expense beyond 
that of a forcq>tl character. Hon. members who 
have been in Administrations, and other hon. 
members who ate yet to accede to Administra­
tions, will learn t'ho,t there are crises in the 
history of a country when the :Executive has to 
accept responsibility. 

Mr. GLASSEY: That is so, but is this one of 
them? 

The PREMIER : This is one of them. 
Mr. GLASSEY: I don't think so. 
The PRE:\HER: Tirr.e was the very essence 

of +he action ; there was no opportunity· for 
delay; and as t•) vacillc,ting as to what should be 
done at the time the offer was made that would 
have exhibited an infirmity of purpos~unworthyof 
the greatness of Queensland, and would also ha Ye 
exhibited, as the poet has termed it a "craven 
fear of being great." ' 

MEMBEHS on Government sid0: Hear, hear! 
The PRBMIER : Queensland has taken the 

~oremost step in this direction, and maintains it 
m .advance of her sister colonies, in the offer 
wh1ch ha; been made on bebalf of Qncensland, 
and on behalf of the men who have so nobly 
come forward to say that they would form a contin­
gey,tt for service in South Africa. Now, I wish 
to mform the House what the probable expendi­
tur~ may bP. The positi,m is that qaeen,land 
equip>, transports, and lands a force of 2150 men 
~vith a r~achine gun section at Cape town under 
mstructwn of the home authoritie", but they 
provide that--

From date of disembarkation forces are to be treated 
as in~egral portion at' Imperial forces. After that date 
Imperial Gover:n~ent will provide pay at Imperial rates, 
supply ammun1twn, and defray the expeuse'3 of trans­
port back to colfmy, and pny wounded bonnses and 
romiHLFC':-ionate allowances at Imperial rate!'<. Troops to 
be embarked not later than 31st October, procJeding 
d1rect to Cap2town for orl.lers. 
I consider that is an exceedingly generous offer 
on the part of the home authorities. I do not 
wish it to be under•,tnod that the pay offered by 
the Imperial authorities will compensate those 
men. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Certainly not! 
The PB~L\HER: It is proposed, as hon. 

members w1llsee from the correspondence, instead 
of ls. 2d. '' day, to pay them double the rate of 
thA present Defence Force remuneration tbat is 
1s. 6d. a day fur privates. \Vhen the m~n enter 
South Africa they will at once be· enrolled as 
~riti"h troops, and ls. 21. per day will be pro­
VIded for them by the Imperial authoritie~, 
Queeneland supplementingthe difference between 
that amount and 4.•. 6J. per day. In addition 
there will be corn passionate allowances as pro~ 

vided by the Imperial authorities, and it is the 
intention that Queensland shall insnre the lives 
of her soldier" in the Transvaal for the time they 
may be expected to remain there. It is expected 
by competent authoritie• that six months will 
witness the conclusion of the campaign, and 
should it extend longer, the only additional 
claim upon Queensland will be tbe difference 
between the Imperial rate of pay and that which 
the colony provides. 

Mr. KEOGH : 5s. a day to be shot at is very 
little. 

The PREMIER: I do not believe they go there 
for the pay. They go there out of patriotism, 
and out of a sincd'e desire to become prcfident 
in the military art. We are paying- year by year 
a gradually increasing amount, which has now 
attained large dimension", for our Defence Force. 

An HONOUHABLE MEaiBElt : Too large. 
The PREMIER: We h ve reason to be proud 

of the condition in which they are at the present 
moment. I believe thE.y were never in a better 
or a more efficient condition, but, notwithstand­
ing their efficiency, they have not had practice 
in actual warfare. They have never been out 
where shots have been fired in anger, and these 
men are now anxious to have an education in 
military school alongside those heroes who have 
made Gre-;t Britain famous and have upheld the 
dignity of her great Empire. It will be a 
splendid school for them. I have no doubt they 
will prove themselves thorougUy efficient and 
worthy of the colony they represent, and I am 
sure the country will honour them when they 
come back after snch s< rvice. 

ME:IIBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. GLA••SEY: Whenever they do. 
Mr. DA wsos: ·what. is the e•timated cost? 
The PRKMIER: The estimated cost for 

a six months' campaign, includirg despatch 
equipment and everything, is £31,980. 

Mr. LESIXA: That's a big price to pay for a 
title. 

'l'he PRE::\IIER : If they remain beyond the 
six months the monthly pay thereafter will be 
£1,5ti0. I tbink these figures need not alarm 
hon. gentlemen, and I do not think they alarm 
my bon. colleague, the TreasUri'r. I say the 
offer of troops for the 'l'rnnsva tl from Queens· 
land has been under all the circumstances-I do 
not like to use the word "advertisement "-it 
has been a fine exhibition of national spirit. It 
has placed Queensland in the foremost rank 
amongst the Australian colonies, and it has 
stimulated ber si,ter colonies to go and do lih­
wise. As hon. gentlemen are aware, similar 
expeditions are now being formulated by the 
sister colonies of New South Wale .. , Victoria, 
South Australia, \Vest Amtralia, and Tasmania. 

An HoNOl:B \BLE MEMBER: Atd New Zealand. 
The PREMIEB.: And New Zealand should 

particularly be mentioned. 
Mr. W. HA11ILTON ( Grepory): They first asked 

the consent of Parlifoment to make the offer 
ther?. 

The PREMIER: Because it so happrns that 
their offer is made while Parlie.ment is sitting. 
Sir George Turner is doing in Victoria now, 
what I o,m doing. He is acting on precisely the 
eame lines, and is asking the a1,probation of 
Parliament for action which has been taken, and 
which had to be taken at the time it was 
taken, if that action was not to have been 
sadly circurmcribed in its effect, and its 
prestige throughout all portions of the Bdtish 
Empire greatly lessened. I consider the letter 
frnm Johannesburg;,, of itself a grand tribute to 
the wisdom of this Government in the action 
they took at the time, I have no hesitation in 
reading it for it will bear reperusal, not only as 
showing their appreciation of the action of 
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Queensland, but as showing also the necessity ! 
which has arisen in the Transvaal for the 
sympathy of the other portions of the British 
Empire. This is the letter:-

Offices of the Uit!ande;s' Council, 
Johannesburg, S.A..n .. , 8th August, 1899. 

SrR,-l have the honour, hv request of the Uitlanders' 
Council in Johannesburg, and on their behalf, to convey 
to you-and through you to the people and Government 
of llueensland-their most hearty thanks for the ready 
and practical manner in which the just cause of the 
Uitlanders in the Tt·ansvaal has been espoused bv the 
Government and people of your colony. And I 1lm to 
assure you that nothing could have given greater satis~ 
faction to Britons struggling for their rights in the 
Transvaal than the prompt. generous, and patriotic 
manner in which Queensland has ta1·en up their cause. 

I have, etc, 
WiYI. HOSKEN. 

Mr. LESINA: Another of Oecil Rhodes's tools. 
Another J amieson man. 

The PREMIER: I can quite understand that 
som~ ~on. members will not be animated by 
patnot1sm. 

Mr. LESINA : It. is not patriotism. It is 
sconndrelism. 

The PREMIER : I cC1n hardly believe that any 
hon. member of this. House at the present time 
can be unmoved by the Rpectacle exhibited in the 
Transvaal through a harsh and autocratic Govern­
ment depriving their fellow-citizens of their just 
right, treating them in a most barbarous manner, 
and treating their wives and families in such a 
m11nner that I think the heart of christendom 
must be moved and aw:tkened by the atrocities 
being perpetrated on those people. 

Mr. LESINA : It is merely a ,J ew's war. 
The PRE:YIH~R: I do not anticipate objec­

tion, therefore, to the expenditure proposed, 
though it is liberally framed, when I say that 
.£32,000 is likely to be the maximum for the six: 
months' expedition, and that it is asked for to 
support the equipment, transfer, and main­
tenance of the men who volunteer for service. 
Such an exhibition of military ardour by these 
men should in no way be circumscribed by this 
Parliament from any apprehensions as to the 
cost. I do not wish to take up the time 
of the House unnecessarily. I have said all 
I think necessary in this matter, and I hove 
nothing will be said by speakers who will follow 
me to diminish the effect of the offer made by 
Queensla,nd. I am quite prepar d to accept the 
blame of not having cnnsulted Parliament, if it 
i" deemed an inexpiable ,,ffence. I say, how­
ever, it was impossible to consult Parliament at 
the time the offer was made, and if it was to 
have its due effect on the citizens of the great 
Emvire it had to be made at the time and in the 
manner it was made. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Merely a rush in order to be 
first? 

'l'he PRE:YIIER : We had no idea that the 
other colonies would follow after vve made our 
offer. I am free to admit that I desired parti­
cularly to encourage these men who constitute 
our Defence Force, and I say that the country 
and the Government are desirous of giving them 
every legitimate opportunity to dhtinguish 
themselves as efficient men. ·when they came 
forward and requested to be allowed to perform 
service in the Transvaal, I think to have kept 
them in suspense any longer than I po8sibly 
could would have been reprehensible. 

Mr. MAXWELL: In view of the federal spirit 
at the time, could you not have asked the other 
colonies whether they would stand in with you? 

The TREAHURER: Stand up and speak it. 
The SPEAKER: Order! 
'fhe PRI<~MlER: Hon. gentlemen will have 

an opport.nnity of expressing tlJFir views on thiB 
matter. I must say that the Government feel 
that they have taken the right course. Tht>y 
have not the slightest desire to conceal anything 

from Parliament, or to hide their actions in any 
way. They are pro pared to accept the full respon­
sibility" hiuh must attach to their action. I repeat 
that the Government must be prepared at all times 
to accept the responsibility of urgent action when 
it is needed. I yield to no hen. re ember in this 
House in my desire to confine Executive action 
within constitutional limits. The Government 
should consult Parliament whenever it is practi­
cable, but there are and there must arise crise., 
in which the Government of the day will have to 
accept the responsibility of immediate action ~tnd 
submit their action subsequently to the judgment 
and verdict of the Parliament of the country. 

Mr. GLASSEY : Hear, hear ! But this is not a 
case in point. 

The PREMIER: That may be the view on 
the other side of the table, but I believe that if 
the hon. gentleman were in my position he would 
see with my lights on the present occasion. At 
ar1y rate, I do not think that any hon. member, 
although he per·oists in saying that Parliament 
should have been consulted, will deny that it is a 
right thing to do to send. the'e men who are 
wishing to volunteer their services. I have no 
doubt they will render a good account of them­
selves and the colony. I feel a very deep and 
gratifying sense in moving this rE>wlution, and 
trnst that the House, in criticising it, will recog­
nise the spontaneous offer of these men who 
form a part of our Defence Force, and who have 
not, in times pas>, received that amount of 
recogni1ion which their self-denying labours 
entitled them to. 

l\1E}IBERS on the Government si <le: Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER : I believe thPy rec,,gni,ce it 

by their desire to be soldiers in the true sense of 
the word. They want to ac(juire skill in battle 
in company with their compatriots in the BritiBh 
army, which is famous in all parts of the globe. 
Under these circumstances I have no hesitation 
in submitting this resolution to thcc Hous,', and I 
shall be glad t 1 furnish any other information 
which may be de,ired. I have not given details 
of the total equipment, but I shall be very 
happy to lay them on tbe table of the House. 
I trust the House "ill unanimously accept 
this motion, and so send our soldiers in the 
name of the JJarliament, and in the name of 
Queensland to do the good and patriotic work 
which they have dc'sired to be entrusted with, 
and which I have no doubt they will di"charge 
with grPat honour to thenBelves and great credit 
to the Parliament of Queensland. In conclusion 
I may say-and I say it emphatically, because 
repeatedly I have asked the information from the 
Commandant and Lieutenant Coloue1 Lyster in 
his absence as to ·the feeling of the men as to 
volunteering-I have no hesitation in saying 
that, notwithstanding whatever rumours there 
m''Y be in the air, there is a sufficient number of 
men duly qualified to proceed on this expedition 
as a volunteer force. Such men, including 
offic~rs, will be submitted to medical inspection 
before they are enrollr d for service in South 
Afri~a. 

}Ir. LESIXA : Y nu will find plenty of ticks. 
The PRE}IIER : I do not think I can furnish 

any further inform,ttion. I have gre~t pleasure 
in suhmit!.ing the motion to the consideration of 
the House. 

J\1EiiiBEHS on the Government sirle: Hear, 
hear! 

M:r. DAWSON (Char-te,·s Tower-s): I may say 
I have listened with a great deal of interest, not 
unmixed with a great amount of ple<tsure, to the 
speech delivered by the Hon. the Premier in 
introducing the motion this afternoon. I a'"ure 
him that it affords me as much pleasure to stand 
her.' on the flt>Or of the House as an opponent of 
the proposal as it afforded him pleasure in pro­
posing it. It is a most remarkable thing-and it 
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impressed itself very forcibly on my mind during 
the time the Hon. the Premier was addressing 
the House-that is the war craze, this thirs& 
for blood, the jingoistic .-pirit, the overwhelming 
desire to hit somebody in the front and knock 
him out. It has manifested itself not only 
among hon. members in this Chamber. lt 
appears to me we are all in a warlike spirit this 
afternoon. Even the old and honoured public 
man like the Premier-a peaceably-inclined man 
-has got the war opirit. There is nothing that 
struck me or so impreseed me as the belligerent 
tone in which he opened his remarks. He was 
si::nply influenced by this wave of jingoism that 
is passing all over the country. 

Mr. LESINA : He fights by proxy. 
Mr. DA WSON: I think that instead of 

encouraging a spirit of this kind, the more sober 
inclined and those of a cooler nature should dis­
courage the thing, so that we may not have so 
many belligerent spiritR sitting in this Chamber, 
particularly those who, by an accident of the 
moment, may be occupying leading positions. 
There are many matters tha& I wish to refer to, 
and particularly mentioned by the Premier ; 
but, first of a!J, I should like to point out 
that while the hon. gentleman seems somewhat 
indignant at members on this side laughing 
with derision at these fearful tales of war that 
have been published by the Press of the awful 
barbarity and cruelty of the Boers to the 
Uitlanders of South Africa, we laughed in 
derision for a very good reason, because we 
know, by bitter experience, what the Press is 
capable of doing if they want to create a scare, 
particularly when a war fever is around. I 
would ask hon. members to remtmber that, in 
this colony of Queensland, no later than the year 
1890, the very newspapers that the hon. gentleman 
quoted from had awful tales of war and horrible 
cruelty published about the \Vestern men in the 
Western porti'm of Queensland. 

Mr. FisHER: 'rhe \V arrego outrage. 
Mr. DA \VSON: Yes, tha \V an·ego outrage, 

the poisoned water, the poisoned apples, and all 
that kind 0f thing. I hope the h<-n. member is 
not going to send the Police Commie,.ion 
travelling to inquire into those particular matters. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DA WSON : We are judging these things 

from a distance. \Ve are reading prejudiced 
opiniom, undoubtedly. 

MEMBEllS of the Opposition : Hear, hear! 
Mr. DA WSON: Those who can afford to pay 

pressmen to write up sensational things and 
have them sent all over the world, ctre those 
whose views are published. I would like further 
to remind hon. members that we have informa­
tion from those who are living right in the 
Transvaal-the democrats and radicals in that 
particular country are not in favour of this 
Jewish invasion of tho Transvaal at all. 

'rhe TREASURER : Give us their names. 
Mr. DA vVSON : The hon. gentleman wnnts 

the names. Surely the hon. gentle­
[4'30 p.m.] man wants to get home to break­

fast to-morrow morning. 
Mr. J. HAMILTON (Cook): It is mere assertion. 
Mr. DA WSON: I will mention that the 

radical papers in Great Britain, in Capetown, 
and in Johannesburg are all in favour of the 
Boers. The leading radical paper in England­
Reynolds's Newspaper. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Oh, oh ! 
and laughter. 

Mr. DA WSO;:\; : That paper has several 
columns every week devoted to this particular 
ques&ion. You must hear both sides of the 
question, The Premier alleges as one reason why 
Great Britain should interfere--

The TREASUREH : What about the Radical 
leaders in England~ 

Mr. DA WSON: The hon. member corrected 
the hon. member for J:lurke when he interjected, 
and asked him to make a speech afterwards. I 
would remind the hon. member of his remark, 
and ask him to do the same. Labouchere's 
Truth is another paper in favour of the Boers, 
and there are several others. I want to point out 
that the Premier has alleged as one of the reasons 
why the British Government should be supported 
in waging war on the Boers, is on account of the 
horrible cruelties perpetrated on the Uitlanders 
by the Boers. I say that before we come to a 
d1finite c·;mcJusion upon that we should look at 
the other side, and there we see statements 
absolutely contradictory to those appearing in 
those deluding papers called tbe Courier and the 
'l'elegraph in Brisbane. If we come to the 
question of cruelty, it amazes me to see the 
assumed-I cannot call it anything else-indigna­
tion of the Premier when he tnlked about resent­
ing cruelties, and horrible punishments, and the 
infliction of pain, and the chorus of "Hear, 
hears " on the other side of the Chamber. 
Cruelties! \Vhy, we are engaged in this 
Chamber debating horrible cruelties rerpetrated 
in our gaols in Queensland much worse than any 
atrocities read out from those documents by the 
Premier this afternoon. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear! 
Mr. J. HA;\IILTON: Do you compare British 

white subjects to criminals? 
Mr. DA WSOK : If it is legitimate to wage 

war on tl1e ground of cruelty, I •ay that the 
whole of the civilised world ought to wage war 
on Queensland on account of its cruelties-not 
only on account of the cruelties which have been 
perpetrated in the past, but on account of those 
which there is apparently a determination to 
stick to and inflict every tnne there is an oppor­
tunity. I would like hon. members to look at 
the reasonableness of this thing. One statement 
is that the Boers are spitting in the faces of 
females, and striking females, pointing their guns 
at females, and snatching the babies out of their 
arms, in order that they might provoke the 
husbands and fathers to resent-leaving, of 
course, the natural presumption that they might 
have a chance to murder them when they did 
resent. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Hear, hear! 
Mr. DA WSON : I would like to ask hon. 

m em hers to rdiect for an instant. Cccn they 
imagine a state of affairs of that description to 
actually exist? 

An HONOURABLE i\IEMBER : Yes. 
Mr. DA vVSON: I say "NL" I ha,·e a 

better opinion of the average Britisher than to 
believe he would submit to anything like that. 
I say that if the Boer went a}ong to the average 
Britisher, as I know him, and grossly insulted 
his wife, and snatch~d her child out of her arms, 
and he did not resent it, he would not be a 
Britisher worthy of the name of Britisher. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DA \VSON : I :my the absence of the fact 

that these sup[Josed outrages were reslnted is 
absolute proof to my mind that they were not 
committed because the British er would not per· 
mit them to pass without resentirg them. 

1\Ir. LESINA: They were committed in the 
newspaper offices. 

Mr. DA WSON: Just by way of illustration, I 
would like to give a bit of informaction I got this 
morning, when it comes to a question of cruelty, 
and how we appear compared with the Boers. 
A man j, sentenci d in one of our gaols and 
ordered three floggings ; he received his first 
flogging with the knotted cat, and it hecomes 
clotted, ar.d the l>rutal in;,trument of the law 
takes the blood out of the cat so that he might 
inflict the final punishment, and that man 
sentenced to two other punishments did all he 
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could to prevent the doctors from healing his 
wounds so that he might not be further punished. 
Then we talk about cruelty. 

Mr. ANNEAR: The Boers have flogged little 
Kaffir girls to death. 

Mr. KERR: The same thing has been done in 
Western Australia. 

Mr. DA WSON : The Britisher works them to 
death. 

Mr. ANNEAR : The Kaffirs are not criminals. 
Mr. DA vVSON: In connection with this 

matter of the Press, and the metropolitan Press, 
what they have to say about the Boers is to be 
taken with a very large grain of salt. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You do 
not say that when you read long quotations from 
the Brisbane Press. 

Mr. DA WSON: I hope that is understood. I 
do not say they are always wrong ; they may be 
occasionally right; they have their sane moments 
like the hon. member. I believe the Oouriei" is 
a good paper, with a staff of good men, but they 
are under this awful influence the Premier is 
under, this wave of jingoism, aud are carried on 
in spite of themselves, and they make this war 
buRmess worse than it would otherwise be. In 
yesterday's Oou1·ier there is a very long statement 
about a Gordon Highlander who was at Majuba 
Hill. He gives a very lengthy and learned 
account of the fight at Majuba Hill, ond 
how the Britisher is going to wipe out the 
Boers and revenge Majuba Hill when the declara­
tion of war is made within the next few davs. 
As a matter of fact if that Gordon Highlander 
was at Majnb;; Hill he must have been asleep at 
the time of the fight, because the statement he has 
made is absolutely contrary to a document 
recently written on the whole war, and particu­
larly on the battle at Majuba Hill by officers of 
the army who were there, and I particularly 
refer to one by Major Hill in which he points 
out that, instead of the Boers being the awful 
cuwards and brutes borne people try to make us 
believe they are, as a matter of fact they were 
between two fires, and they were too brave and 
courageous to run away so they ran towards the 
British, and as they got near the Britisher he 
promptly bolted down the hill-the British 
army completely ran away. 

Mr. ANNEAR : ·what does the hon. member 
for Rockhampton North think about that? 

Mr. DA WSON: He is not a Highlander. 
Then there is another mn.tter that the Premier 
mentioned. The centre of his contention was 
this: That he was not the 1esponsible party in 
connection with this mC\tter at all. He was 
merely an intermediate party-a kind of conveni­
ence--

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : A letter-carrier. 
Mr. DA WSON : Yes ; a letter-carrier or 

something of that sort. He made out that the 
real parties were the soldiers of Queensland, 
who invited the Premier, through the Comman­
dant, to ask the Imperial Government to accept 
their offer in the event of war breaking out. It 
is on that very point that we desire to have some 
more definite information-information that we 
have not received yet. The information we h:we 
received up to date is this : That there were no 
volunteers who tendered thr,ir Bervices to the 
Government or the Premier; but, as a matter of 
fact, it was an· offer made without consulting the 
men at all. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DA WSON: The military authorities, so 

I learn, have been trying to get volunteers, and 
U\J to date they have not been very successful in 
their efforts. I asked the Premier thi' pointed 
question : " How many men had volunteered up 
to date?" If men came along and volunteered 
before he moved on the lOth J uly-now we are 

in Octoher-how is it that he has not got hold 
of sufficient volunteers now~ The hon. member 
evaded that point,,d question. 

The PREMIER : I answered it most BX!>licitly. 
Mr. DA WSON : The hon. member distinctly 

evaded it. He gave a diplomatic answer-an 
answer which comes very glibly to the mouths of 
experienced politicians-he said the obligation of 
sending these men would be strictly carried out. 
That was not stating how many volunteers he 
had up to date. It was only giving us to under­
stand that before the troops were put on board 
the ship, the full complement would be there. 
\Ve want to know how many volunteers he has 
got for service in South Africa now? 

Mr. FISHER : That's the question. 
The TREASURER : Far more than is required. 
Mr. DAWSON: How many? 
Mr. LoRD: Over a hundred. 
Mr. DA \VSON: I don't want an irr<"'ponsible 

statement from an irr~sponsible member. I 
want a statement from the hon. member who 
asks this House to agree with him in adopting a 
certain proposal, and who bases his l'P1"<f'<ll1 for so 
doing, not on account of any action of his own, 
hut because he, as Premier, has obeyed the will 
and wish of a number of volunteers. We want 
to know the number of volunteers who asked the 
Premier to take this action. 

Mr. GIVENS : Prior to tbe J'Oth July. 
Mr. DA WSOK : Yes ; prior to the lOth July. 

The hon. member for Stanley states they have 
more volunteers than are required. \Vel!, how 
is it that the proposed commander of the 
Queensland contingent is travelling round the 
country now, getting up parades, etc.? 

An HoNOURABLE MEli!DER: \Vho is he? 
Mr. DA WSON : Major Ricardo ; and no 

doubt directly the Boers see him they will fly 
in'o their mountain fastnesses. 

Mr. ANNEAR: Is that from a newspaper. 
Mr. DA WSON: Yes, it is here. In the 

Telegraph, there is a wire from Toowoomba-­
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : But you 

don't believe that? 
Mr. DA WSON : This is not a matter that 

depends on the respectability of the Telegraph, 
but on the respectability of some person in 
'l'oowoomba, and I have a very great respect for 
everybody in Toowoomba. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: The same thing applies to 
the cablegrams frnm J<ingland. 

Mr. DA WSON: This commandant is invit­
ing the men to turn out on parade; no doubt he 
makes a little speech, and then he askR them to 
volunteer for eervice in South Africa. At Too­
woomba the large number of ten men responded. 
I want to know if the military authorities have 
got more men than they require to fulfil the 
obligation. If they have, why is it that the 
ptoposed commandant is now going round the 
country inviting men to volunteer? That is 
proof that they have not got a sufficient number 
of volunteers, and they are taking extraordinary 
measures to try and make up the complement. 

Mr. J. HAliiLTON: They want the best men­
the pick. 

Mr. ANNEAR: They will have volunteers from 
every town in the colony, I believe. 

Mr. DA WSON : I am not concerned in what 
the hon. member for Maryborough believes. I 
am concerned about what the Premier knows. 
I feel sure that if the hon. member for Mary­
borough enlisted, the fight would be all over in 
no time. I was very pleased to hear that the 
men who are to be selected for this service will 
have to undergo a medical examination, and I 
hope that applie~ to the commandant. 

Mr. ANNEAR: He's all right. 
Mr. DA WSON: If the men are to be subjected 

to a medical examination, I think the com­
mandant, above all others, should a!Bo undergo 
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that examination. Because, when our noble 
army goes over to South Africa, we don't want 
our commandant to be laid up in the hospital 
there. The Premier pointed out that he was 
not contemplating sending the Defence Force of 
the colony to South Africa, that he was not com­
pelling the force to go outside the colony for service, 
and he said that with the air of a man who wanted 
us to understand that he was doing son:ething of 
an exceedingly generous nature. As a matter of 
fact, no matter how hard the hon. member tried, 
it is beyond his power to :end any member of the 
Defence :Force to serve outside Australia. The 
hon. member puts the matter to us in the light of 
generosity, but it was a stubborn fact that he 
could not g-et over. 

Mr. LESINA : Perhaps he would like to get 
under it. He would sooner crawl than climb. 

The PREMIER : I don't want to grt over it. 
Mr. DA WSON: I have heard it said, I think 

by the highest military authority in Australia­
and this is so mew hat reassuring to me-that the 
Queensland contingent, in fact the whole of the 
Australian contingent, will nolr be called upon 
to fight at all. I am rather glad of that, for the 
sake of the commander's sake, if for nobody 
else. We are told that they will be selected to 
defend roads and bridges, and this is reassuring to 
me, because the best laid schemes fail at times, 
and the Bom·s might double round and give our 
noble army a lift in the rear. At any rate I hope 
that the medical examination will be as perfect 
when. the contingent returns as when they left. 
Leavmg thede matters out, there is one other 
matter that the Premier laid very great stress 
upon-and that is that we should renew our 
expressions of loyalty to Her Most Gracious 
Majesty the Queen, and, to show that there is 
~ornething more than me:e lip loyalty about it, 
we are to offer to send this contingent of troop>', 
and we hope Her Most Grucious Majesty will 
be pleased to accept them. Kow, 1 want to 
know what act has been committed recently by 
the people of this colony of Queen,land that 
reflects on our loyalty-that would cause Her 
l\fost Gracious 1\1aje8ty, or the British Parlia­
ment, or anybody else on the face of the civil­
ised world, to doubt that we are loval to Her 
Most Gracious Majesty the Queen'? And if 
there h's been no act of this description com­
mitted by uF, what is the reason why ,,·e should 
give a special pledge that we ".re lnyal? And I 
would further like to know if the Premier, in any 
of his private communications from Royalty, or 
from those "·ho represent Royalty, has received 
a hint that they are not quite snre about the 
loyalty of the peoJ,le of Queensland, and they 
desire some outwnrd expression of our loyalty.? 
If the hon. gentleman has r<oceived anything of 
the kind, I am sure that other hon. members as 
well as myself would be very pleas<·d to get the 
infortnation~ 

The PREMIER : This is an evidence of sym-
pathy--you have not read it carefully. · 

Mr. DA \VSO::'-J: "That this House renews the 
a&surance of its loyalty and devotion--" 

?'hePREMIER: Quite so-that has been affirmed 
twwe before. 

Mr. DA \VSON : I want to know what occa· 
&ion has arisen which rnakes it neceE'"'lary for 
us to ·renew our assurance of loyalt.y. n the 
hou. gentleman has done something himself, he 
should take the responsibility of it on his own 
shoulders, and not try and thrust it upon us. 
Anyway, I have a great objection to it. I 
deny the general proposition in this motion­
that is that British subjects are labouring under 
"burdensome disabilities and grievous injns· 
tice." That is the burden of the whole motion 
-th>At British subjects are labouring under 
"burdensome disabilities," and it is necessary 
for Great Britain to go to war with the Boers 

in order to relieve individual British subjects 
from those "burdensome diGabilities." I deny 
the general pro]Josition that they are labouring 
under any "burdensome disabilities." \Vhat 
is it the British subjects in the Transvaal 
want? They want an extension of the franchise. 
They wano the present franchise liberalised mnch 
mor· than it is, and the Boer, thinkittg that if he 
accedes to that his own power is gone for ever, 
has refuPed it. But the Boer is in exactly the 
same position as the OunsHvaLive pmty in 
politics iu this colony. The L»bour party have 
desired to liberalise the franchise, and the plural 
voter, thinking his power would be gone for ever, 
has refused to grant it. But we have not 
declared war on the Conservative party. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Yes, you 
have. 

Mr. DA \VSON: And we have not asked the 
Boer to send over a contingent to assist us in 
liberalising the franchise. vVhat is the position 
of the Bo, r in this matter? The Boer is offering 
much more lib -ral terms to the Uitlanders in the 
Trans\'aal than we offer to any foreigners in the 
colony of Queensland. 

The TREASURER: No. 
Mr. DA \VSON ; I say absolutely " Yes." 
ME~fDERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
Mr. DA \VSOi'\: As a matter of simple fact, 

the way the law stands to-day in Queensland, if 
a man is bnrn in Germany, :France, Italy, or 
anywhere ont.side the Bri~ish dominion;;, and he 
comes to settle in Queensland, he may live here 
forty years, but the mere fact that he has not 
proclaimed himself a loyal subject of Her Most 
Gracisus J\;hjesty the Queen prevents him 
getting the fr .. :nchise. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:-<DS: Neither 
can he in the TranRvaal if he has not declared 
his loyalty to the Republic. 

Mr. DA \VSON : It is not the same in the 
Transvaal. That is exactly the p·1int I want to 
make. \V 0 insist in ev<>ry one of our British 
dominions that the man who exr,rcises the fran­
chise Ynw::t fir:3t be a n:•turali~Pd Bri.ti.8h s11bject. 

Mr. AR;\ISTRONG: They do the •ame in the 
Transvaal. 

:Mr. DA WSON: He mnst swear allegiance to 
the Crown, otherwise he cannot get the fran­
chise. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR PUBLIC LANDS : Do you 
think he has not to swear allegiance to the Boer 
Republic? 

Mr. DA WSON : The Uitlander has not to 
swear allegiance to the South Africo.n Republic. 

The SJWRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: He does. 
You do not know anything about it if you do 
not know that. 

=-vir. DA WSON: Of course the Secretary for 
Lands always knows everything. 

The SECRETARY. FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I kno)¥ 
as much as you on this suhject. 

::\Ir. DA WSO::'If: It is a good thing for the 
hon. gentleman that he sometimes knows '·:nme· 
thing; but if he only knew when he did not 
know much, he would be a wiser man. I may 
als•) draw the hon. gentleman's attention to this 
fact in regard to the franchise : How do we 
deal, say, with the Germans on the Au~trali~n 
continent? If a German gets naturalised m 
Queensland, and he leaves Queensbnd for 
another cnlony-t•ay, New South \Vales, he is 
made a German ag'ain when he goes into New 
South \Vales. As a matter of fact, we have 
just come away from a ver_.v great struggle 
in order to get over that d1fficulty by hav­
ing federation. Under federation once a 
man is naturalised in any portion of Aus· 
tralia, he will 1ecome a British subject, and 
can exercise his full rights as a citizen in any 
part of the continent. I further wish to point 
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out that even supposing these "burdensome dis­
abilities " did exist, and the Boer wa" this very 
unjust man that we are asked to believe he is, 
then we should not view with great approbation 
the sending of a contingent to the Transvaal, for 
this very simple reason : that the services of any 
contingent we can se1>d will not be of any 
material benefit to the British Empire to redress 
any grievances that a British subject may be 
labouring under in the Transvaal. The Empire 
is not in danger. 

Mr. BROWNE: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DA WSON: If Great Britain was in 

danger ; if she was at war with a first-class 
power-a power that was a match for her, and 
tbat might challenge her supremacy-nay, even 
challenge her very existence-then it would be 
the bounden duty of everyb1dy within the 
British Dominions to strain every nerve in order 
to defeat that power. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DA WSON: And so maintain the 

supremacy of the Empire. But that day of 
danger has not arrived, and we are not called 
upon to exercise all our strength. 

The HOME SECRETARY: \V e wonld send ten 
times as many men then. 

Mr. DA WSON : As a matter of fact I do 
not think we would send any men then, for we 
would keep all our men here very carefully to 
defend this portion of the Empire, and very 
likely we would have to send to Great Britain to 
get some men to help to defend us. 

'fhe HO~!E SECRETARY : That is quite possibl~, 
and they would come. 

Mr. DA \VSON: Of course they will come. 
The swe.shbnckler will go anywhere. 

[5 p.m.] The Premier has given us an esti-
mate of the probable cost of -this 

contingent, which is roughly put down at 
£:l2,000. The hon. gentlem<m may be within 
the m:uk, or he may not ; my impresJion of the 
matter is that it will be very difficult for even 
the wisest of men to sltv what it will cost the 
taxpayers of Queensland ·b·-fore that war is over. 
It is no use an hon. member standing up hoe 
and saying that be believes the war will be 
finished in six months; he does not know 
whether the Boer will be wiped out in six months 
or six years, and what we are c munitted to by 
this motion is to keep that contingent in South 
Africa as iong as the war lasts. The contingent 
arc not to be sent there fm- six months, but they 
are to be sent there at a certain cost per day to 
the taxpayers of Queensland from the declara­
tion of war until they return to the colony aft-er 
the war is finished. That may be six months 
or it may be sixteen years. 

'l'he SECR!lTARY FOR PGBLIC LANDS : U may 
be three months. 

Mr. DA WSON: It may be three months, but 
my impre,sion is that it will be more than a year 
or two before the Boers are wiped out-that is 
a Mackay expression for being defeated. It is 
rather a singular thing that this colony of 
Queensland should make a headlong rush into 
this expenditure of money without consulting 
Parliament, or the people who will have to pay 
the money, and without knowing what the colony 
is actually committed to by such a proceeding. 
This expenditure of £30,000 for an indefinite 
period was spoken of in a light tone by the 
very Ministers who pull a long face when any 
deserving member of this Chamber representing 
a deserving constituency, goes to them and asks 
them to provide some funds to carry out some 
necessary work in his constituency-they pull 
a long face, and say they cannot afford it. And 
not only do they not provide money for such 
purposes, but our hospitals are being starved, 
our libraries are being starved, and nearly all 
our public institutions are being starved at the 

present time; and the reason given by members 
of the Government for that starvation is that 
they cannot afford to do any more. 

'fhe TREASURER : That is not so. 
Mr. DA WSON: And yet they can spend any 

amount of money in sending a mob of swash­
bucklers to South Africa to show off their 
uniforms. 

The HOME SECRETARY: You ought to be 
ashamed of yours<·lf. 

Mr, DA WSON: I am not ashamed of myself. 
I have absolutely no respect for the man in this 
colony who would volunteer his services to go 
over to the Transvaal. The man who would do 
that is in the broadest sense of the term a rank 
and arro.nt cowe~rd. I do not mean that he is a 
coward in the sense that if he were to meet the 
enemy he would run away from him, that he 
would turn tail and show the white feather, or 
that he is not game to stand up to a man of 
his own weight and either give or take a 
thrashing. But I m~an that he is a cowaJ;d 
in this sense-coward is perhaps not the 
correct term, cur is more correct, for he has 
more of the dog nature in him than human 
nature. My observation of dogs has been, that 
when one dog gets another dog down, every 
other mongrel in the immediate neighbourhood 
thinks it is his bounden duty to bite the dog 
underneath, and so I say the men to whom I 
refer have more of the dog nature than human 
nature in them. It appears to me that the exact 
position at the present time is, that we see a 
large mastiff and a little poodle snarling at each 
other, and ,,ther dogs of various sizes want to 
have a bite r,t the poodle. The man who rushes 
into a thing of that kind to try to obtain glory, 
and to get his name enrolled in the pantheon of 
the immorteJ dead, and to have it inscribed 
among the great in the book of history-I say 
the man who seeks glory in this way will 
never get it, and does not deserve to get it. If 
the grievances which ha~e been mentioned do 
exist the British Government are well enongh 
equipped to deal with the matter, and are able 
to redress those grievances, without this colony 
straining its nerves and starving its public 
institutions in order to send a contingent to 
South Afric". But, apart altogether from the 
question, even if it was admitted that it is a 
desirable thing to "end this contingent to South 
Africa, then I say the action of the Government 
ought not to he supported. Before any definite 
offer was made on behalf of the people of Queens­
land to send a contingent tbere it was the 
duty of the Premier to ascertain th<J will 
of Parliament on the matter, and if Parlia­
ment did not desire it, then the offer shonld 
not have been made. The Premier, by his 
action, has left the House in this unfortuna:e 
position, that members will not be giving a vote 
this afternoon on the qucdion as to whether it is 
or is not desirable to send a Qneenslanrl contin­
gent to South .Africa, but on the question as to 
whether we shall repudiate the action of the 
Government. So that is immediately a Govern­
ment qne,tion-a quPstion as to whether the 
Government shall be censured or not for dving 
something which was absolutely unconstitutional. 
I say the Premier is to be very severely repri­
manded for the action he has taken in this 
matter. The hon. gentleman has stated that it 
was a matter of very great urgency, and he had laid 
down the rule, I believe it is a golden rule, 
that the Executive in times of great crises 
must be prepared to take responsibility­
that they must act on their own initiative 
when the urgency of the ca;;e demands it. 
Nobody for a single instant disputes that ; the 
Executive of any country that is not prepared to 
take action on their own responsibility when a 
crisis is at hand wot1ld not de~erve to be in that 
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pos~t~on, and they would not long remain in the 
posrtwn. But I absolutely deny that a crisis of 
that description arose in this instance. "Where 
was the urgency, or the fearful crisis? If there 
was a fleet of Japanese boats coming down the 
coast, and Parliament was not sitting, the 
Premier should immediately take action. 

Mr. BROWNE: He would ; he would go up and 
dine with the captain. {Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. DA WSON: Now, as a matter of fact, on 
that particular point the Prermer is entirely 
wrong in his facts. It is true that Parliament 
was not sitting at tha time the offer was made, or 
when the offer wa.s accepted, but I should hke to 
remind the bon. gentleman that the Premiers of 
the other colonies which have offered a•sistance 
to the British Government first consulted Parlia­
ment. 

The PREMIER: Because their Parliaments were 
sitting. 

Mr. DA WSON: Their Parliament was sit­
ting, but at the time the Premiers of the other 
colonies consulted their Parliaments our Parlia· 
ment was sitting, and there was ample time for 
the bo1_1. gent]eman to have held himself in, and 
met th1s Parliament and asked their will before 
he committed the colony to this expenditure. 
'fhen we would have had a fair and square 
debate upon whether it was a good, a wise, or an 
unwise thing to s•nd a number of ambitious 
young men over to South Africa, with a heavy 
leader. I view this matter very seriously, and I 
say it should not be in the hands of any one man, 
simply because he happens to be Premier for the 
moment, to commit the colony of which he 
happens to be Premier to indffinite expenditure 
and to taking p:trt in something that the people 
of the colony would not desire to take part in. 
As a matter of fact Parliament should have 
absolute control over its own affairs and should 
not in ~he slightest degree delPgat~ any of its 
powers m to the hands of one man and make him 
a despot. I deprecate the action of the Premier 
very much. As a matter of fact in plain terms 
what the Premier has really done is this: On 
behalf of the people of Q.ueensland he has de­
clared war against the Transvaal Republic, with­
out consulting the people of the colony as to 
whether they are willing to go to war with him 
or not. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DA WSON: I believe the trend of modern 

thought, and what is really provided for in most 
of the late Constitutions under which democratic 
countries are governed, i" that the power of 
making a declaration of war is taken ont of the 
hands of any one person and put into the hands 
of Parliament. "\Vhat the hon. gentleman has 
done is to abolish, entirely on his own responsi­
bility-at any rate without any auth0rity from 
those who could give him authority-he has 
abolished the representative system of govern­
ment, so far as a declaration of war is concerned, 
and has substituted for it a despotism, while he 
remains tbe despot. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : He is worse than 
Kruger. 

Mr. DA WSON : On this latter point I intend 
to ask the House to expre0.s an opinion. I think 
it is a matter of very gre~t seriousness, and I 
hope hon. gentlemen will understand the differ­
ence between the broad question of whether it is 
wise or unwise to send a contingent to South 
Africa to assist the Britioh Government, and the 
other question as to whether it is permissible or 
an allowable practice that the Premier shall 
commit the country to a thing oft hat description 
without first consulting Parliament? It is in 
that direction that I desire to move an amend­
ment. I move it because I think the action of 
the Premier is wrong, and also because I think it 
would be a very bad thing for representative 

government and for the independence of the 
people of this country if his action were per­
mitted to go without challenge. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear! 
Mr. DA WSON : I also move it in order to 

draw the hon. gentleman's attention to the fact 
that at any rate tb8re are some who believe his 
action was absolutely unjustifiable, and because 
it may act to some extent as a warning to him in 
future and to those who may succeed him. I beg 
to move, by way of amendment, the insertion of 
the folluwing words after the word "Queen " in 
the 2nd line of the motion :-
but, disapprove of the action of the Government in 
making an offer of troops to serve with Her 1\l~jesty's 
army in South Africa, and thus commi'LtiPg the colony 
to an indefinite and practically unlimited expenditure 
without the sanction of Parliament. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
Question on amendment stated-That the 

words proposed to be inserted be so inserted. 
The PREMIER : If the words pr<>posed to be 

inserted by the leader of the Labour Opposition 
were in keeping or in symmetry with the resolu­
tion itself there would not be so much ground 
for complaint; but if these words are inserted I 
take it they will make the subsequent portion 
of the motion perfectly absurd. 

.An HONOURABLE MEMBER : Knock it out. 
The PREMIER : However, we know the 

object of the leader of the Labour Opposition. 
He has not the courage of his convictions to say 
that he disapproves of this action. 

:MEMBERS on the Government benches: Hear, 
hear! 

The PHEMIER : So be hides himself behind 
an insidious amendment which would render 
this resolution nugatory ; which would put it in 
such a form that it would not be possible that 
it should be placed on the records of thi" House. 
Why does not the hon. gentleman, after the 
manner in which he has spoken, come out boldly 
and say, "I shall oppose this re,olution on its 
intrinsic merits." I have fully explained, and 
I need not go over the ground again, how it 
was that Parliament was not consulted earlier. 
I say that Parliament was as early consulted as 
it was possible for the Gorernment to consult it. 
Not only so, but I s:-y that the House has 
already affirmed its approval of the action of the 
Government. 

MEMBERS on the Government benches : Hear, 
hear! 

The PREMIER : Is the House now going to 
s'ultify itself? I say distinctly that it should 
not do so. On the abstract question of the pro­
priety of the Government consulting Parliament, 
I am quite at one with the hon. gentleman, un­
less an emergency arises in which the Executive 
must necessarily accept responsibility of this 
kind. I say distinctly that respon,ibility was 
cast upon the Government. It was necessary 
that immediate action should be taken, and Par· 
liament had by its own action precluded the 
possibility of a consultation earlier than the 12th 
September. I thereforf' decline to accept the 
amendment, and ccJ.nnot admire the very disin­
genuous way the hon. gmtleman is treating this 
great question. I am surprised that the hon. 
gentleman should not have the boldness and the 
courage to say "No" to the resolution, or to sny 
whether Queensland shall send a contingent or 
not. There is a distinct issue here for both sides 
of the Houoe. While I hold that Queensland 
should discharge its duty in this way, I give the 
hon. gentleman credit for conocientiously believ· 
ing that Queemland should not send a contin­
gent. That, however, is a distinct issue, but to 
;,gree to this amendm . .,nt, which would have the 
effect of causing the resolution to appear ridicul­
ous in the records of the House, would be to 
adopt a "Yes-No" resolution. I say that in 
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evBry rupect the amendment is unworthy of 
the hon. gentleman, and I am quite surprised 
that he has not adopted the bold attitude of 
sayin~ either "I am opposed to this resolution," 
or " While I criticise your action I intend to 
support the re<olution. ,; I had hoped that the 
hon. gentleman, from his op' !ling remarks, 
would have approved of this molion. 

Mr. DAWSON: Did you think I'd gone mad? 
The PREMIER: But he g:we us a long tirade 

which has really ended in nothing. Now he 
proposes an amendment in w-hich he escapes 
either confirming or rejecting the resolution, and 
at the same time he wants to make it completely 
ridiculous by the introduction of word" which are 
not in consonance or in sympathy with the con­
text of the resolution. The introduc•ion of these 
words and the subsequent portion of the clause 
would be self-contradictory. 

Mr. DAWSON: You would get a vote on two 
point8, on two que"tion''· 

The PRE:\HER: On the abstract question of 
the Government acting without parhamontary 
authority under ordinary circumstances, no one 
could dispute that position; but there were 
urgencies adsing which neces,itated immediate 
and prompt action. I think the hon. gentleman 
should take up the position of either disap­
proving or approving of what is proposed to be 
donP, but he has no right to emasculate the 
resolution in such a form as will be done by the 
addition of the words he suggests, and which, if 
ad,•pted, would be discreditable to the Hou,e. 
If I thought the House would confirm it, which 
I do not apprehend for one monvnt, I would 
consider it my duty to withdraw the motion. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear 1 

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon): I may say I was 
rather surprised at the tremendous amount of 
virtuous indignation a·'Sutrled by the Hun. 
the Chief Secretary and showered on the 
head of my friend, the leader of the Opposition, 
in which he accus"s him of not having the 
courage of his opinions. I think he made him­
self very plain. I do not think any man in 
this House could have expressed himself much 
plainer-in fact, I think a great deal too plain 
for some hon. members opposite, from the way 
in which they howled and squirmed. 

Mr. ANNEAR: \Ve will answer by-and-by. 
Mr. BROWNE: I am alway; prepared to 

hear any hon. member's answer. I am going to 
support this amendment fill' the very reasons 
given by the hon. the leader of the Labour 
party. I am not going into a long discussion as 
to the merits or the rights and wrongs of this 
quarrel between Great Britain and the Republic 
of the Transvaal. Personally, I believe there 
are wrongs on b·,th sides, that both sidce are at 
fault. I am not one of those who is prepared to 
get up and bowl because wmebody in that country 
b feeling, and happens to be, I believe, involved 
in a little trouble. \V e are perfectly right in 
looking at both s1drs of the question, and con­
sider that other people may have rights as well 
as Great Britain. As far as I know, from 
travelling about, and the few I have met, and 
what I have read, I am quite prepared to 
admit--it may be a different opinion to that of 
some hon. members-that I do not think the 
Boers are the most desirable and best neighbours 
in the world. I say at once, without the slightest 
hesitation-I h>n·e knocked a bout tbe world a 
good deal-that I have always found it better 
to live in the British dominions; but I am not 
going to be led away by any jingoistic fever, or 
to take up with the doctrine that the Lord 
created the world for the one nation-that, in 
fact, it was designed by a London architect and 
built by a Scotch builder. I will not go as far 
as that. I believe there is room for a great many 

people in the world. At the same time we know 
that that very big foot that the Hon. the 
Premier spoke about so enthusiastically has got 
down on so many places in the world, and has 
spread out in so many parts of the world. \Vhere 
it gets it down it sticks, and I believe that when 
all is over it will be found by the unfortunate 
Boers the foot will g.ct there and will stick there. 
At the same time, when it is going along 
v. alking over a small foot, I do not see any 
rfason why every little cripr,led foot should 
go and rush to the aid of the big foot 
and wipe out the other little foot. It seems 
to' me that the excuse given by the Premier is 
that this was a question of urgency. He would 
have us believe that Great Britain was lying 
down and the Boers were tearing her all to 
pieces-that the whole metropolis was in flame", 
and that the whole of the people were being 
swept into the ocean; and he came forward as a 
sort of David with his little sling, not to slmg it at 
Goliath, but actually to get behind Goliath and 
sling it at somebody smaller than himself. The 
hon. gentleman, to look at him, was not such a 
bellig·erent spirit. He was benevolent-looking, 
peaceful in his ways, and so very smooth in his 
manner; but all of a sudden he blossomed forth 
into a bloodthirsty character without consulting 
anyone except the commander of the forces, 
who, as my bon. friend remarked, at once 
declared war against the Transvaal, and claimed 
it as a right that Queensland should support him 
in it. As to going to war, I am opposed to it at 
present. I say that if Great Britain was in 
extremity-that if it was a case of war with any 
other great power and she was likely to get the 
"orst of it-I believe that 98 per cent. of the 
people of Australia would spend their last 
shilling and lend a helping hand to Great Britain 
in her trouble. That trouble has not come. We are 
a,, ked to lend a hand-not to take a band in any 
war, but to t:1ke part in a sort of circus and run 
round like little dogs jumping on a little dog that 
has a bone. I do not think that is any credit to 
Queensland. There is another more serious phase 
of the question. The Premier, in speaking on 
this matter, referred to the present state of 
Europe. Europe, we know, is one huge army 
ea, m p or series of army camps. Every nation is 
ful!y armed. A great many of them have not 
too much love for Great Britain. What the 
cause ruay be we do not know. It may be envy, 
it may be jealousy, or they may be wanting to 
wipe out some old scores. But we know it is so. 
\Ve know that when a small war starts it is like 
a fire. A very small blaze starts ; but you never 
know when it is going to stop. It is the same 
on this occasion, and we have to look at this 
matter very seriously. If this war, which, I 
believe, is almost certain-although I must say 
that since Oom Paul heard of the offer of Queens· 
land troops he seems to have backed down a good 
deal. Whether this message that the hon. gentle­
man at the bead of the Government sent him, 
or whether there has been any private commu­
nication with him ; or whether it is the simple 
fact that we are going to send a contingent from 
Queensland I do not know ; but he certainly 
does not seem as anxious for war as he was a 
week or two back. At the same time I believe it 
is inevitable. If it start' in South Africa, there 
is not a man in this Chamber or in Queensland 
who can say where it is going to end. Just at 
present we are fooling round, and, just to show 
our loyalty to the nation, we are going to send 
men to take part m a war in which we have no 
interest at present, and at which their presence 
is absolutely not needed ; but in a few months, 
for all we may know, it may be a large war all 
over the world, and Queensland and all the other 
colonies may want all the rnen they can possibly 
get or raise to defend Great Britain in this part 
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of the world. That is what we have to guard 
against. \Ve are just rushing this country into 
expense-well, when it is perfectly needless. The 
hon. gentleman laid great stress on the patriotic 
motives of all these people, and what these men 
were heing raised for. In the correepondence we 
have g·ot here thPre is no evidence of this great 
loyalty or patriotism. The very first entry in it i ., 
this bald letter from the Commandant, Colonel 
Gunter-frnm the very gentleman who is raising 
the troops now-
THE CO:MMANDA:NT, Q.D.F., to 'fl-IE CHIKI<' SECRETARY. 

I-Itadquarters, Queensland Defence Force, 
Blisbane, 6th July, 1899. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to submit for approval a 
recommendation that the serdces of a contingent of 
Queen~land troops, consisting of 250 officers, non­
commissioned otlicers, and men of the Queensland 
::\Iounted Infantry, with a machine-gun section, be 
offered for duty with the Imperial troops in the event 
of hostilities breaking out between Great Britain and 
the Transvaal. 

If this recommendation is a11proved, I suggest that 
the communication be made to the Imperial authorities 
by a cablegram. 

I have, &c., 
ROVI'EL GUNTER, :lrajor-Ger,eral. 

There is not one word of patriotiw1 or loyalty 
about that. It is the recommendation of a pro· 
fessinnal solrlier I am not mying- it in any 
offensive way; because at present, unfortunately, 
in the state of the world's history and in our 
present socb.l condition, we must have profes· 
sional soldiers. It is a m»n looking at it purely 

from a profes~ional point of view. 
[5·3'0 p.m.] It i~ not a question of loyalty or 

patriotism with him-it is simply a 
question of giving the soldiers a bit of training. 
Only lately I noticed another g-entleman con· 
nected with the Queensland DefencR Force-a 
very able and estimable officer, I believP, from 
what I havE' heard-Lieutenant-Colonel Hntchi­
son-has been in Roma, trying his utmost to 
induce men there to volunteer; but I do not see 
that he said a word to them about serving their 
country or their Queen. Here are his words, 
taken from the Western Star-

Any member of the H.oma corps who desired a change 
from the humdrum of ordinary everyday life could send 
in an application to he included in the contingent. 
There \Yonld be a certain amount or risk in gmng to 
the TransvHal, but a man getting on horseba.rk risked 
his neck more or less, so the risk was not so great after 
all. HoweYer, there might be some members in the 
company actuated by the spirit of the thing-the spirit 
of adventure-who would like to take the trip, nnd he 
had mentioned the matter so as to give them the same 
chance as other rPgiments. 
There again is the professional soldier ar.pealing 
to a lot of young men, 9,nd telling them that if that 
they would like to change their humdrum life on 
stations or farms, with £1 or 30s. a week, for 
4s. 6d. a d 'Y and a nice trip to the Transvaal 
and meet t.hose terrible Boers they had a good 
chance of being enlisted. 

Thfl Ho~fE SECRETARY : That is taken from 
one of those unreliable newspapers. 

Mt·. BRO\VNE: It i~ a Governn:ent org,,n, at 
any rate. 1 believe as a rule thE'y are unreliable, 
but when I read anything to this House I read it 
as given bv the Press. \Ve have to form our 
opinions largely from what appears in the Press ; 
nnd though, as has been said to-day, it is the man 
with most money who can get his side of the ques. 
tion best, reported, as far as ordinary newspapers 
go, I give what appears in them when I make a 
quotation, and I do not think a newspaper pub­
li,·hed in Roma, which happens t" be represented by 
the Attorney-General in this Hou,e, wonld publish 
a thing connected with an officer of the Defence 
Force of this colony if it waR not true. There 
has been nothing about pttrioti-;m in this from 
the start. The idea 01iginated with the pcofes· 
sional soldier1 it was communicated by him to 

the Chief Secret,.ry, the Chief Secretary caught 
hold at once, so that he could score by being 
ahead of the other Premi.ors. I do not want to 
throw out any insinuation, but I may say that 
K.C.M.G.-ships and stars and garters are to be 
got by other ways th<~n by bashing Boers. In 
some instances thev can be got in that way, but 
anyone with the Artemus \Yard spirit, who is 
willing to spill tJ,e blood of all his relatives and 
the blood uf all his fellow.colonists in battle, 
often stands a bigger chance of honours than the 
men who go into action. As far as the money 
question is c.mcerned, we are told that it will Le 
a mere bagntellc, but when any attempt is made 
to better the condition of the unfortunates who 
at present have no better prospect than Dun wich 
what is the answer from the Treasury benches ? 
The hon. member fur Kennedy has brought 
forward hi" motion with regard to old age 
pen ,ions, and he has been met by the question, 
"\Vhere ate we going to get the mon•"Y ?" 
There is no money for t.he aged and distressed in 
this colony, but £32,000 can be found to send a 
lot of onr young men away to the Transvaal. I 
say the thing is not fair at all. Ever since the 
Premier has been a member of this House he 
has been in favour of increasing the population 
of this colony, and this y.oar he i' proposing 
to spend mr.ney to bring hundre,is of new.chums 
into the country; on the other hand, he IS pro. 
posing to send 250 picked men, as far as physique 
is concerned, out of the colony to be made 
foud for powder if the Beers happen to drop 
across them. It would be much more to the 
interest of the C<llony and the interest of Great 
Britain as well, if we made a cash offer of the 
£32,000, or even £50,000, to the British Govern­
ment, so that they amongst the overcrowded 
population of that country could get wen to go 
to the Transvaal, and let us keep the men we 
have here to form' the nucleus of an army we 
m<oy possibly want in the future. \V e shall be 
gainers if we keep those 250 men, because we 
have to pay £12 or £13 a heo:~d for the men 
brought here-men not so well able to fight 
the battle of life in this colony. I do 
not intend to detain the House long. I am 
opposed to the moti,m right through. I believe 
firmly that thh warlike spirit, this jingoistic 
spirit, is spreading. I believe that if this war 
starts in the Transvaal-and I say it honestly­
,,nd our troop; are sent there, there will be excite­
ment rtnd a warlike feeling amongst the people of 
Queensland, and I believe the men protesting 
against it will be the big minority of Queensland. 
But because that is "" it does not deter me 
from giving my opinion on the whole matter. 
\Vhen these waves of excitement come along I 
believe it is the duty of public men to stem 
any unhealthy excitement of this kind if they can. 
This has been spoken of as a land that has a! ways 
been ptaceful and always will be peaceful. In a 
young country like this we should wait until we 
were a'ked for assistance, or until the old country 
needed that assistance, or until we were attacked, 
attd then do our best to show the old country 
that we do nut want to .irain every man and 
shilling we can get out of her, but are willing to 
defend ourselves as •mr forefathers defended 
themselves; but to start unasked, uncalled for, 
and offer to send a lot of onr young men out to 
train them up as butchers into a quarrel they 
had no l.a:1d or part in, and which they know 
nuthing about is the thing that Rhould be 
deprecated by every member of this House. 

ME}!BERS on the Opposition side: Hear, hear! 
lYir. BROWN:I<J: So far as the merit;; of the 

quarrel go, I admit that wht·n a metn is a soldier 
he has no right, if he remains ~~ soldier under 
present cundidons, to inquire into the merits of 
the question. The justice or the it,justice of the 
quarrel should be nothing to him. He is there, 
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paid and sworn in as a part or portion of a 
fighting machine, for defence or warlike purposes. 
If war broke out at any time, and evGry man 
serving in the army was alloiVcd to exerci'e his 
own opinion as Lo the merits and demerits of 
the quan>l, and if he thought the quarrel 
not ju,;tified, and packed up h1s traps and 
went honiD, of ClHlr ,e we know that sort of 
thing would never do. That is what make.,; this 
ca:3e so much Ull)re sedons. I dD not believe in 
initL,ting this "ystem by which we are going to 
raise a militn,ry caste in this colony, under which 
liJ.en, without being allowed to exerciile their own 
reason, can be senr; away to active service, per­
chance to fire a few shots. I mn opposed to the 
motion, nnd I will "upport the amendment. I 
think this is a big constitutional que .tion, and 
there was nothing to hind··r the Premier waiting 
fur the action of thA other PremieL·. If this 
is such a great ohject lesson-if thd matter 
were dea!G with in a true federal spirit, the hon. 
member should have con,ulted the other 
PremiPrs, so th!tt united action could be taken 
by the whole of Australia at once. If such a big 
advertisement was to be made out of this matter, 
why did the Premier make this i,olated offer, 
without any authority, anCl without consulting 
the other Premiers, and pmctically a;,kiiJg th~m 
to follow him? 

Mr. J. HA:IHLTON: It might be a big adver­
tisem,"nt for Queenshmd. 

},1r. BROWNE: Yes, it might be, but the 
hon. member who has introduced this motion 
might have shown a far better patriotic Aus­
trali:otn SJ.lirit than he has done by his !•resent 
action. I don't think "ny hon. member has any 
objection to the first part of the res•Jlution, 
which deals with loyalty and all that sort of 
thing. At any rate, I have no objection to 
it, but, like the hon. membet· for Ci·~rters 
Towers, I <·:m't see the necessity for it. Bef,lre 
I was a member of this House I had the 
honour of swe11ring allegiance to Her 1L>jP.sty, 
and it never did me o.ny harm. But I do 
not know that it did me any good, or that I 
would have been any thP worse off he,d I not 
tn,ken that action. I think I would have 
been just "s loyal had I not sworn thi.' allegiance, 
but I am not f(oing to quarrel with this part of 
the motion. i::lumming it all up, I am oppor:ed to 
the motion because the .·e is no necessit.y for it; 
bee ,use it i< creating a dangerous precedent; be­
cause it will mean a gre tt expense to the colony 
which we cannot afford at pre,ent; and because 
I think the manner in which the busine9s has 
been done is thnroughly unconstitutional. For 
these re·>sons I shall onpport the amendment. 

iVIr. ARMSTRO:'fG (Lockya) : The hon. 
m ember who ha'; ju"t resumed his S' at spoke in 
the earlier part of his speech about the loyalty 
of hon. members, and yet he objects to Queens­
land having made this offer to send a contingent 
to South Afric<t. '.V here, then, does the hon. 
member's loyalty come in in these words? Is it 
not true that a man who offers his loyalty 
quickly practic;;.lly gi,·es twice? Anrl it should 
not be a question of waiting until tbe actual 
requirements of a situatior, require a man's help 
and assistance. I do not understand the argu­
ments oft he hon. member, but he ha" given me an 
opportunity of rising to answer some remarks 
made by the], aderofthe Labour Oppooition. I' he 
hon. member for Croydon has debated the main 
question, as well as the Bubject matter of the 
amendment, and I suppo.se the same courtesy 
will be extended to mc. That hon. member 
attributed to hon. members on thi• side of the 
House, in applauding the sc·ntiments expressed 
by the Premier, a fedir,g of jingoism. I mA.y 
say here that I do not hold a brief on behalf of 
hon. members on this side of the House, but I 
say this-and I think my sentiments will be 

echoed by every hon. member on this side-that 
there is no more jingoistic feeling felt by hon. 
members on this side of the House, than there is 
by hon. members on the otLer side. 

Mr. STEWAR'r: Qu;•stion. 
Mr. AR!HSTROl\G: \Ve are just as sincere 

in our wish that this trouble should be overcome 
without a single drop of blood being spilt as 
hon. members on the oppo•ite side. I am also 
as sincere in my wish that the difficulties 
surrounding our own kith and kin-our own 
flesh and blood almost-in South Africa shall be 
redre>"sed. The leader of the Labour Op}->osition 
travelled over a great deal of ground, Lut he did 
not express any sound cuntenti"n until just before 
he resumed his seat. Then he objected to 
anv contingent being sent to s,,nth Africa, 
because he denitd generally th:1.t certain British 
suLj; cts were liviug under disabilities in South 
Africn,. Tbar; was the real gTound of his conten­
tion, and it w"s the only ground that he did take 
up. I ask him and all other hon. members on 
his sided the House, if they have read a recent 
blue-book on the subject of the South African 
difficulties. This is a very good work, which I 
hold in my hand now. It is a New L';caland 
paper on the subject-an epitome of the 
Britioh blue-hook. The whole of the difficul­
ties which have culminated in the strained 
relations which HOW exht in South Africa are 
there dilated on, and at the risk of wer.rying hon. 
members, I intend to go through them and I ask 
hon. members to listen to them. You will find 
here that there are not only the one or two diffi­
culties in the question which have been casually 
spoken about by the leader of the Labour Opposi­
tion, but there are hundreds of others, and I shall 
read them in detail. 

Mr. TURLEY : What is the society that ismed 
that paper"? 

Mr. ARMSTROJ'\G: The society comr-rises 
the authorities of the Briti"h Houses of Parlia­
ment. 

Mr. TURLJ<JY : But I am referring to the paper 
wldch is an epitome of that blue-book. 

Mr. ARM::iTRONG : I am dealing with the 
paper which the hon. member for South Brisbane 
oLjects to. 

1\lr. TuaLEY : No, I don't object to it. 
Mr. ARMSTilO:::SG: I will give hon. mem­

bers my reference. I am going to quote from 
the blue- book issued by the Colonial Office so 
late as June, 1899. Tbb document is compiled 
after reference to the British Consuls at Pretoria, 
Johannesburg, and the High Commis;ioner in 
Cape Colony. These documents are all here 
available to every hon. member, and I think no 
h,m. member can po'''iLly impugn their 
Yeracitv. 

Mr. :McDONALD : \Ve have never had a chance 
to look at it. 

Mr. BELL: There is a copy of it in the Times, 
which you can "ee in tbe library. 

Mr. ARMSTHONG : D,aling with these 
grievane~s, I shall first read them in order. The 
first is what is known as the objection to the 
judges' law. The next is the objection to the 
PrEss bw; the next to the municipalla.w. Then 
there are the ubjections to the concessions w hi eh 
have been given, such as the dynamite concessioo, 
the objections to the expulsion of aliens, the objec­
tions to "commandeering," the objections to the 
education system, the objections in regard to the 
franchise, the objections to !he regullltions of the 
Executive of tbe Transv~al with regard to the 
supply of Kaffir labour in the mines, and the 
objections of a similar nature with reference to 
the supply of white labour to the mines. Then 
there are the objections to the liquor law, to the 
taxation of food stuffs, to import duties on 
explosiYes, the heavy railway rates, and the 
pass laws. This is a long list of objections. 
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Mr. LESINA: Matters of purely domestic 
policy. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : Is taxation without 
representation a domestic question? 

Mr. LESINA: Entirely. 
::\Ir. ARMSTRONG: The hon. member and 

I differ so entirely-in fact we can never agree 
under any circ,Jmstanccs-that I would ask him 
to refrain from interjecting till I have finished, 
be<:>ause I am going on with my remarks, 
supported by the documents in my possession, 
whether the hon. member attempts to lead me 
off the track with interjections or not. Dealing 
wit.h the first of the abuses which I have 
enumerated-the objections to the avplication of 
the liquor law in the Transvaal-there is a law 
there which fixes the number of licemes in 
proportion to the population of the different 
towns. In Johannesburg, where the great bulk 
of the Uitlander population is setted, w bile they 
are only entitled to eighty-eight licenses, uo less 
than 438 have been gmnted. I have no doubt 
my hon. friends opposite will say that this is 
domestic, and ask what this has to do with the 
matter? It has this to do with the matter-that 
it seriously impedes the industry of the Uit­
lander, and the Uitlander is the man whose 
indmtry is directed to the development of the 
mines in the Transvaal, and it is well known 
that those mines at the present moment produce 
the whole of t.he wealth which goes to make and 
support the Transvaal Republic. Representa­
tions have been made with regard to the wretched 
manner in which the liquor laws are administered 
times out of number-not alone by the capi­
talists-as I shall be told by hon. members oppo­
site-but every Uithnder-English, Amerit,an, 
Italian-Uitlandns of every nationality. They 
have all asked the Boer authorities to cancel a 
large number of these licenses. But they will 
not cancel them, because every one of those 
licenses means so much money to the Trans­
vaal Execntive, and, therefore, the reduction of 
the number would entail a loss of revenue. The 
difficulty that this law puts the Uitlander to 
does not trouble Kruger or the Executive. They 
take little or no notice of these requests. The 
effect of the law upon the working of the mines 
is shown in the statistics I have here. 

Mr. TURLEY: Its effect upon the coloured 
races. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: Upon coloured British 
subjects. 

Mr. TuRLEY: Upon all the coloured races. 
Mr. ARMSTRONG : I will answer that in a 

minute. It is found that the mining companies 
require to maintain 20 to 30 per cent. more 
persons to work in the mines than are n' ce.ssary, 
beouse this percentage is genemlly incapacitated 
through drink, and the Uitlander holds that, if 
the drink traffic were under proper control, this 
gross abuse would not occur. The hon. member 
for Brisbane South interjected that it is the 
Kaffir who suffers. We know that ho does 
suffer; but, after all is said and done, the great 
difficulty of the Uitlander is to g0t a sufficient 
supply of labour to work the mines. 

Mr. Tt:RLEY : All coloured labour. 
Mr. ARYISTRONG : Coloured labour or 

white labour. 
Mr. TuRLEY: No. 
Mr . .A RMSTROXG : Yes. At the present 

time white labour is earning from £18 to £30 a 
month, and they cannot get sufficient. 

Mr. TURLEY: There is plenty available. 
Mr. AR::\ISTRONG: Not available for the 

simple reason that there are so many restrictions 
placed upon the Uitbnder in the Transvaal th.ct 
you cannot get white men to go th"re. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: Nonsense! I was there, and 
I ought to know. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: I have known the hon· 
member in this Chamber for six years, and these 
very great difficulties have only arisen since he 
has been in this Uha:nber. 

::VIr. LESINA: \Yhat right have we to interfere 
with the domestic policy of any people? 

Mr. AR::VISTRONG : Will the hon. member 
refrain from interjecting? I go out of the 
House when he is talking, and leave it entirely 
to him. 

Mr. LESINA: It ie only ant of courtesy that I 
am staying here. I am suffering. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: These difficulties are so 
great that it is nearly impossible to secure white 
labour. The hon. member for Charters Towers 
says he was there. When was he there? He 
was there vrobably in the early days when the 
franchise was more liberal than it is at present. 
It is beyond controversy that every succeeding 
period of years since 1850 has seen more and more 
oppression and the restriction of the fr •.nchisP, 
so a< to curtail the strength and the hold that 
the Uitlander was getting. 

Mr. CoWLEY: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ARMSTRONG: If the hon. member does 

not read his history, I will teach him. At last 
this has culminated in these troubles, and the 
Uitlander can get no redress. I ;hall deal with 
the franchise question last, because the Uitlander 
holds that rt!l the other objections would be over­
come if he was given a fair amount of representa­
tion in the First Volksraad. He has the power 
of !l'etting into the Second Volksraad after a 
perwd, but if he got the right of burgher-to 
vote for the First Volksraad or become a mem­
ber of it-his dil:liculties would all he overcome. 

Mr. TURLEY: \Vhich he can do, under certain 
conditions. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: Which he can do under 
the conditiun that he is forty years of age and 
has been fourteen years in the country. 

Mr. McDoNALD : Thirty years of age ! Look 
at your history. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : I know what the pro­
posed amendment is, but I am perfectly right 
about the law at the present moment. At any 
mte, these difficulties were so acute that in 1897 
the Transvaal J<jxecutive itself appointed a com­
mission to inquire into the whole of the grievances 
of the Uitlander ; and this commission of their 
own nominees represented to the First Volksraad 
that certain reforms were necessary. The First 
Volksraad made one concession, but they hedg-ed 
it round with a large number of conditions. The 
only concession they made was that the railway 
rates should be reduced, so that £100,000 worth 
of taxation which fell upon the Uitlander was 
remO\·ed; but at the same time they placed heavy 
import duties on twenty-eight necessaries which 
"ere entirely consumed by the Uitlander. The 
pa,,s law has never been put into operation. The 
Uitlanders have asked that it shall be adminis­
tered in the spirit in which it was passed, but 
there has never been any surveillance over it. 
Another very great grieranca is about the 
administration of the gold theft law. The 
authorities who gave evidence before the com­
mission to which I ha,·e just referred stated that 
the amount of gold stolen every year from the 
mines amounts to between £700,000 and 
£800,000. I have no doubt my friends opposite 
will say that it is the capitalist who loses this. 
Probably it is, but the loss indirectly falls on the 
working man. The Uitlander has approached 
the Transvaal Executive, and a>ked that the law 
should be administered in regard to these thefts. 
The Uitlanders attributed the gold thefts, which 
amounted to s·1me £800,000 per annum, to the 
indifference of the police to a great extent, and 
it was well known a few years back that one 
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officer of the police lost his position bec:1nse it 
was found that the thefts were 

l7 p.m.] actually C<Jnuil·ed at by the police. 
'fhe Secretary for Lands suggests 

that they may have shared in the profits, but 
that does not app•:ar in the blue-book. The 
industrial commission which we .. , apuointed by 
President Kruger sugg·>~ted to the Executive 
that there shonld be an advisory board consti­
tuted to cle-~1 with the matter;; to which I have 
referred, and to advise the Executive upon them. 
But the :First Volksraad, when the qtK,tion came 
before them with a view to f(ive effect to therecom­
rnendation of the commission, refu· 0d to act on 
the suu·gestion, and instead sugge, ted " that 
special detectives should be appuintecl by the 
Government under" trustworthy and competent 
per.,on." They admitted in the CC\urs,· of the 
debate on the subject that the administration of 
the police had be•:n b:1d, and s ·id they hoped the 
difficulty would be nvercum in the way they 
suggested. I would also point out-I just 
touched on the snbject in reply to an interjection 
by a21 hon~ member opposite-that in Cilnsidering 
the report of this industrial commission the 
Volksrt<ad remove(] a certain burrlen of taxation 
in the shape of certain milway rates, but 
immediately placed lH avy import duties on 
the commodities required for the susten:mce 
of the Uitlanders. The Uitlanders obtaimd 
redress on one point to the extent of .!::100,000 a 
year, but the incrf'1,,·ed duties to which l have 
referred amounted to £200,000 per annum. And 
at the very same sitting at which those duties 
wer·, decided upon which proved such a heavy 
impost on the Uitlanders, a tax of 5 per cent. 
wa,; imposed on the profits of the gold-mining 
industry. 

JYir. TuRLEY: That's what is th•· matter. 
JYfr. AR:\If\TRONG: Hon. members opposite 

seem to think that I have got something up my 
sleeve, and that I wish to hide things. 

MEMBERS of the Oppuc;ition: No, no ! 
Mr. ARYISTRONG: If they will only inquire 

they will find that everything that is in that blue­
book will be given to tit ern to-night. I am not here 
to attempt to give one side to the House; I am 
giving the C''Se as it appears in the blue-bDok. 
8o iar, I hav,J come to the mattur of thio 5 per 
cent. tax on the profit.'> of the gold-mining in­
dustry, and it is hailed by ho.1. members oppo,ite 
with pleasure, bec<tu,e no doubt certain of 
those hon. memb"rs will attempt to show that 
this agitation springs from the capitalists. 

MEMBEHS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
Mr. ARYISTRONG: But c<>nnot hon. mem­

bers opposite see that if that 5 per cent. is 
demanded from the industry the capitalists will 
1nake it up frorn some·.:vhf're else? 

Mr. McDo~ALD: \V e have heard all that 
bef<lt'e. 

Mr. ARMSTROXG: And we can prove it to 
be a fact. 

Mr. McDONALD: You can't prc,ve it 
economic-t!ly, anyhow. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: This impo·;t was placed 
upon the ~ioid-mining industry, and only twenty­
four hours' notice of it was given. I hold that 
that directly , 1ffects the gener.o.l position of the 
Uitlanders, because it must affect wages, and it 
mu.,t affect the working miner. Bnt what was 
the result? Thi.•· 5 per cent. t:tx was stron~ly 
objected to. \Ve find that out of the 218 mines 
that are working on the 'rranwaal goldfield, 
only twenty-ei;.~ht are di vidtnd-r~ying concerns. 
The non-divid,md paying mines represent 
£27,983,000 of British capital. 

Mr. TGRLEY: Actual? 
Mr. ARMSTRO~G: Yes, actnal capital. 

The whole production of the gold-mining in­
dnstry, including non-paying as well as dividend-

1899-z'· 

paying mine•, amounts to 3,034,678 oz., valued 
at £10,583,616 ; and out of that £10,000,000 
there was only £2,713,000 paid in diviJends. 

Mr. :FroHER : And the 5 per cent. is on that. 
Mr. Al~M8TRONG: Yes, they imposed 5 

pc!r cent. on that amount. 
Mr. :FrSH!lR : \V e do that here. 
Mr. AR:VI8TRONG: We do, but our miners 

do not have to pay the same heavy duties on 
dynamite and other necessities of the mining 
industry as t-hey have to pay in the Tr<tnsvaal, 
and it is to those duties that the Uitlanders 
strongly object. They do not object to tlre prin­
ciple of the guld tax ; the le,1gue says distinctly 
that they do not object to that, but they do 
obj '•et to every scheme of taxatiun that is intro­
duced by the Volksraad being- plar .. ed on the 
commodities consumed by the Uitlanders. And 
this 5 per cent. gold tax is in addition to those 
other taxes. Another matter which has given 
cause for gre11.t c •m plaint in the Tnnsvaal is 
thP J udici1t! Law. Up till 1897, the Uitlanders 
in the Tr:msvaal had the fullest confidence in 
the judiciary, but at that time there was a 
suppre"oion of some newspapers-the judges 
having inoerpreted the law, not m accordance 
with the wishes of the Volksraad, but in accord­
ance with the spirit of the law. So the Volks­
raad, in 18\!7, pa<.sed a law which made it com­
pulsory on the judges to accept a resolution 
of the Volksraad as being absolute la.v irrespec­
tive of what legi<lation might have gone before. 
'rhey followed that np by saying that if there 
were more than one resolution of V olksraad 
on any one subject the last should be the one 
to be taken as law for the judge-s to carry 
out. The judges were placed in tllis position­
they were not to interpret the law, but simply to 
cCLrry out the dictates of the Volksraad. It is 
well known to hon. members that one of the 
jurlges who had more backbone than some of 
them--

The SECRE1'ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
Chief Justice. 

Mr. AR:\ISTRONG: Yes, Judge Kotze, who 
was the Chief J us'.ice, resigned because he 
would not be pLwed in such a position. In this 
way the Uitlander was placed, not at the mercy 
of the law courts, under which he would. have 
b0en happy to live, but at the mercy of the 
Volksraad, and not of the Second but of the 
:First VolkFraad, in which he had no representa­
tion until he had been fourteen years in the 
'rransvaal. 

J\Ir. TURLEY: Twelve years. 
Mr. ARYISTRONG : I will deal with the 

interjection of the hon. member for :Fiinders pre­
sen\ly. 

1\Ir. i'IIcDONALD: Tl1e hon. member for :Flin-
der' did nnt interject at all. 

Mr .. \R:VISTRONG: He did before ter:t. 
Mr. iiiclloNALD: Oh, he did last week, too. 
Mr. AH.MSTRONG: I said I would deal with 

the interjections of that kind when I came to 
deal with the question of the franchise. 

An HoNOURABLE i'liE~IBER : Can't we read all 
this in the history of the country? 

Mr. AR:YISTRONG : I have risen for this 
purpose: I am a (~ueenslander, and I am going 
to put this on the history of Queensland. Another 
objection is that the jury by which an Uitlander 
is tried can only be a jury of burghers. He 
objects strongly to this, and asks, as you or I 
would, that he should be tried by his fellow-men 
and not only by men who have no sympathy with 
hirn, and whose whole history has shown that 
they are oppo:-,ed to him, and especially opposed 
if he is an Englishman. 

Mr. KIDSTON : What jury are Japanese tried 
by here? 

Mr. RYLAND: We do not have Chinese 
juries. 
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Mr. ARMSTRONG : I think it iR a regret­
t<tble fact that the Government of Queensland 
did not think it neco,,ary to circulate, as htts 
been done in New Zealand and in the other 
colonies, theee tabulated stctements of the 
grievances of the Uitlnnders. If tlwy harl been 
in the posseesion of hon. members many days 
ago they could have looked into the questiun and 
they would perhavs have modified their views 
upon this subject. I have a paper h re which waR 
laid on the table of the New Zealan<l House of 
Representatives, and dealing with the question 
of trial by jury in the Transvaal, it says that 
juries are-

Only drawn from the ranks of the hur;:;hers or 
naturalised aliens. They are mostly ignorant of 
English, incompetent from want of tT'liniug and know­
ledge, alien in sympathy to, and havir.g a huge con­
tempt for Uitlander:-; (especially Englishmen). 'l'he 
most ~erious crime is ramparit, and pP.rpetrators of 
serious crimes freqnently escape punishment. 

Mr. BROWNE : 'l'hat is the case here. 
Mr. ARMSTRO:NG : 
1'he conduct and attitude of the police is 011Iy a 

re-tlection of the hostility anll contempt of the legisla­
ture and Government. This hostility has its natural 
tP<~ult in setting up a corresponding antagonism on the 
part of Englishmen. who otherwise would be friendly 
enoug-h with their Dutch neighbours. 
I hold that is true and even a worm will turn, 
and if t.here is some spiri& of ret«liation amongilt 
the British who have been oppre~sed in this way 
for years who can blame them for it? "\Ve wn1ld 
do the same thing. Now, the Press law is 
another came of com:Jlaint. "\Ve, in this country, 
and at any rate hon. members opposite, always 
argue tl>at the Press shall be free because it 
affords a means of ventilating grievances. I 
agree with them thoroughly in that. I hold that 
the Press 8hould ho,ve the utmost license, and no 
bounds should be imposed upon the Press so long 
as it is conducte-d in a high and elevating manner 
as the generality of the Press is conducted. 
Now, what do we find in the TranS\'aal? 
Unless a paper absolutely sides with President 
Kruger and the Transvaal Executive, it is liable 
to suppression. We have two ]Ja]Jers, one the 
C•'itio and the other the Star, a8 instances of 
this. The Critic newspaper was suppressed, and 
because the proprietor had not the means to go 
further, his paper ceased issue. The proprie~or 
of the Star appealed against the action of Kruger 
in suppressing his paper, and his appeal was 
upheld by the judiciary. Sinc<J that avpeal was 
upheld the law I •poke of a few minutes ago waB 
passed, and the :B'irst Volksraad said, "lt does 
not matter wh>tt the law is a resolution of the 
Volksraad shall be final," and they tmosed a 
resolution giving themselves the power to sup­
press any newspaper. 

Mr. CowLEY: They have since arre,ted two 
others. 

Mr. ARMSTJtO::'\G: I am informed by the 
hon. member for Herbe1 t, that they have since 
arrested two others ; but I am more concerned 
with the two !Japers I know have been sup­
preR~sed. The judge in the case in which the 
appeal ai!ainst Krnger was upheld, held that he 
could not suppre8s matter that was nn written, 
and that he could only suppress a newspaper 
when it was published. At any rate, the 
Uitlander objected to the snppn·ss!on, as the 
newspapers were the only means he had for the 
ventilation 'of his grievances, as hon. members 
may be aware that in the Transvaal there is 
no right to ht,ld open-air meetings. Now the 
municipal law i" another of the difficultie~ the 
Uitlander is labouring under. After much aai­
tation the President decided to give the resirler~ts 
of Johannesburg a measure of local self­
government. , This.w ·S given last year, but like 
every concesswn pven by the Executh'e of the 
'fran.svaal they hampered it with unbearable 

restrictiom. The sy.<tem provided was that they 
ohould ha,·e a municipal council of twenty-four 
members, half of whom were tu be appointed by 
the bnrghers, of whom there are only about 
1,000 in Johannesburg, and the other half by the 
whole Uitlander population. The chairman of 
the council, the burgomaster, was to be the 
appointee of President Kruger, and was to 
receive £1,000 a year, and he wa8 to have full 
control uf the working of the council in the 
int,·rim. The Uitl:itllder found that the burghers, 
representing only 5 per cent. of the peof•le of 
Johannesburg, vvfre to have tbe same repre..:enta­
tion as the whole of the 95 per cent. Uitlander 
population, 

Mr. STEW ART: England was as bad a few 
years ago. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Do you justify it? 
:Mr. ARMSTROKG: Hefoundalsothatthough 

the burghers had twelve councillors, and the 
burgomaster on their side, within three months 
of the constitution of this august body President 
Kruger ca.me along, and gave the contract for a 
large drainage scheme to a newspaper pro­
]Jrietor named 11endlesohn, who had sup­
ported him in his ]Jnlicy in the Transva,.J. 
'fhe Uitlander a"ks, "\Vhat is the use of giving 
ns this measure of municipal self-government, i!, 
on the other hand, you remove these large busi­
nesses out of our hands and give these conces­
sions over our heads for which we have to pay." 
It wa' given without any plans or specifications 
being shown to that body. It was purely given 
as a sop. 

Mr. ANNEAR : \Vho paid for that ? 
Mr. ARMSTRONG: Probably one of the 

most iwportant causes of friction, second to 
educati<.n and the franchise, in the Transvaal with 
the Uitlander is the proRent dynamite mono]Joly, 
which was given by the Transvu:•l Executive to 
a certc.in company there. . 

11r. LESINA: They have taken 1t away now. 
Mr. AR::\ISTRONG : I do not take the word 

of the hon. member for it. In all these matters 
I prefer the blue-b,ok to the interjections of the 
hon. member for Clerrnont. As I have already 
said he is perfectly "elcome to follow me and 
tak~ the blue-book and di!'cover any misstate­
ments I am making. 

Mr. McDONALD: You have not been quoting 
from the blne-hook. 

.Mr. ARMSTRONG: Every word I have 
quoted is taken from the blue-book. 

Mr. McDoNALD : "\Vhere? 
Mr. LESINA : Give us the pages. 
Mr. Ait;\lSTRONG: I will read it pre.,ently, 
11r. RYLAXD: \V e want something rtliable. 
Mr. ARMSTIWNG: With regard to this 

dynamite C011Cf'"·sion, dynamite is an ab,;olute 
essential to the life of the mines and the life cf 
the Uitlander in the Republic. He cannot pro­
secute his ct>lling without it. The dynamite 
concession v, as given for fifteen years, in the first 
instance, tu a French company. The English 
and German authorities objected to this cnnces­
sion being given to one n '"tion, and an amend­
ment was made giving it to ]french, English, 
and German alike. This company carries on the 
manufacture of dynamite in the Transvaal, and 
the import duties on imported r!ynamite are so 
great that it gives the locally manufactured 
article a preferer1ce of something like £2 or £2 
58, per case. 

Mr. Dvr-:sFORD : Are you not a protectionist ? 
Mr. ARMSTRONG : To a certain extent. 

That i,; over and a hove what thE' imported article 
et•uld be landed from Europe for. Hon. mem­
bers oppo;.ite cannot possibly argue for one 
moment that the giving of this concession is 
not a great bindrauce to the mining industry. 
\Vhy, it costs them £600,000 a yea~, Then 
over this there is £117,000 a year, wh10h has to 
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be paid to the Transva«l Government. The 
Transvaal Govarn1nent takes 5s. a ca:·-e on evnry 
case manufactured in the Transvaal, and, under 
the terms of the coDe ;ion to >,his comp,ny, they 
also receive 20 per cent. of the net profits. So 
the more profit the c.,mpJ,nv cm make, the more 
profit Mr. Kruger and the Transva1l E:<··cutive 
'Can make. As the Uitlander has sb<>~vn, this 
money has to come out of the gold-minin;< 
industry, and he has a;ked to be allowed to 
impnrt from Europa the srtrne class of dynamite, 
paying the Govermuent the >•1me amount of 
dutv on it as they get on the locally manuf~ctured 
artic11e. 

Mr. LESINA: vVhy do you wa,nt to go there to 
fight monopolies? H:1ve you nJt got enough 
here? 

Mr. ARMSTROI'\G: I hr,ld that there i.~ a 
good deal in the contention of the UitJander. 
He wishes to escap' this indirect t>tx~tion of 
£717,000 :t year. 

Mr. McDOXALD : Isn't Queensland the mono­
poly of monopolies? 

Mr. LESINA: There i~ not a cyanide monop<>ly 
here, is there? There is no dynamite rnonop:Jly 
in (,lueensland, is thern? 

:\.fr. AR:VISTRUNG: I would point nut that 
the cost in the Transvaal of dyu>tmite and 
blasting gelatine is 107s Grl. per case ; but if 
imported fromEuroj)e, and paying the5>. perco,se 
duty, it would mean from 58s. to 77s. 6d. per 
case, according to the quality of the m'tteri<il. 
This is one of the ohje0tions the Uitlander 
take•·<. I wo.nt to deal shortly with tha question 
of education. I think that in the whole of the 
British dominions there is not a country which 
is more libero.l in its educational system tho.n we 
are in Qtle<msland. Therefore, we can afford to 
look on the trouble of others with a far more 
liberal eyE' than we otherwise would. We hn,ve 
done everything as far as 'VB can P·l·dbly afford 
at the pr,;sent time, and must look with a 
symp<>thetic eye on the difficulties of our conntry­
men in the Tr wsvaol. The po"ition in the 
Transvaal is thi~: There are thousands of children 
on th~ goldfields who are not even receiving the 
very rudiments of educ!Ltion. Hon. members 
opposite will say it is their own fault. 

Mr. McDoNALD: It is not so. 
Mr. LE8INA: It is not true. The Tmnsvaal 

Government teach English in four schools. 
Mr. AR::VISTRONG: I will correct the hon. 

member. There are six scho,>ls there where the 
system of education is English ; bnt on the gold­
fields it hoo ultimatelv to be c·wried on in 
Dutch. " 

Mr. TuRLEY: At what stage? 
Mr. AR\ISTRONG: I V.'ill give the parti­

culars. 
Mr. Tt'RLEY: It is the fourth standard. 
Mr. DUNS~'ORD: In the Transvaal they teach 

two langnage~. 
Mr. ARMS'.rRO:\'G: They have altered it 

since you were ther·'· The system there is that 
the Government will subsidise schools in which 
English is taught, on the distinct understanding 
that, in the first instance> they c<~n get a fit and 
proper teacher to c~rry on the school work. The 
qualification of a fit and proper teacher is that 
he shall be a Hollander, not a Dutchman born 
in the south of Africa, who shall have resided 
for three months in Great Britain. As 
soon as they have secured him, they will 
subsidise the school, with this distinct proviso­
that in the first year of tbe life of the school 
one hour per day shall be devoted to the 
teachingoftheD~tch langwtge, that in the second 
year two hours pAr day shall he devoted to the 
teaching of the Dutch lan~mge, that in the 
third year three hours per day shall be devoted 
to the teaching of the Dutch language, and tlut 
in the fourth year the whole educational system 

shall be carried on in Dutch. I will refer now 
to th0 blue-book isoued in England in Jnly last, 
so that there c~n be no mistake about it. It is 
on page 77. . 

l\Ir. DcNSFORD : Do you want us to teach 
Japanese? 

Mr. IJESINA: Do we want to teach the Ger­
mans German in our schools? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Three­
fourths of the children in our schools are not 
Germans. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: The total amount it 
cr~ts the Transvaal Government to carry on the 
system of education is £220,90i5, and, at any 
rate, three-fourths of th:tt IS provided by the 
Uitlander. The Uitlander therefore asks that 
he shall have some measure of education given 
to his childmn ; education in his own tongue. 
The cost is £9 15.>. Ltd. per child on each of the 
whole of the Uitlanrier population on the fields, 
and there are only 220 who receive the bene.fits 
of ~<lncation. Out of the number of children 
edu<'ated by the State-namely, 11,438-only 216 
come from the goltlfields. That is the position. 
'l'be Uitlanders have provided, by subscrip­
tion, £100,QOO, and have prornis,•s of £15,000 
a year for subsidising and carrying on their 
own schools; but they say, "\V hen our taxa­
tion is so great as it is at present, we should 
receive some measure of consideration from the 
Transvaal Exec•Itive." Two years ago, after 
repeated representation on their part;, the 
authorities promi8ed that something should be 
done, and in 18!17 they placed £30,000 on the 
Estimates for the specific purpose of paying for 
the education of the Uitlander children. But 
in that ye,tr they only expended the small sum 

of £3,030; and although last year 
[7•30 p.m.] £50,000 was placed on the Estimates 

the Uithnders s1.y that if they only 
get the same proportion as in 1897 their position 
will not be an:c· way hetter than it was then. 
And I fancy all common-sense men will agree 
with them. 

Mr. DAWSON: \Vhat do we do in Queensland 
wich regard to the c~tholic schools? They are 
Uitlanders. 

Mr. AR11STRONG: I have lost the number 
of the page to which I wish to allude' here, but I 
want to point out to hon. members oppositE> that, 
although the Uitlander has to find that large 
amount of taxation, his children who do attend 
the schools are insulted and chaffed a bout being 
the children of English parents, and are made to 
feel their positiou most acutely by the Boer 
authoritie" in the school. It is shown there that 
they are subjected to insults on all sides. The 
expulsion ,,f aliens is another que"tinn that has 
given rise to a great amount of friction. The 
Executive ktve the power to order anyone who 
is not a Boer subject to be removed from the 
Transvaal or to live in snch portion of the Trans­
vaal as they think fit. There is no freedom, 
and the l.Jitlanders have been placed in very 
unfortunate positions on me~ny occasions. But 
the matter wl:-ich gives the greatest amount of 
trouble to our fellow-beings in the Transvaal is 
the sy,tem of commandeering which is practised 
by the Boer authorities. Only a very few years 
ago there was an expedition being fitted out to 
suppres8 the natives in Magato's country; and 
although it is absolutely laid d.>wn as bdng 
against the spirit of the convention under which 
freedom was granted to the South African 
Republic, British subjects, both white and 
coloured, were commandeered fnr that purpose. 
And it was perhaps not the mere fact of the com­
mandeering that sunk so d~eply into the feelings 
of the Uitlanders as the way in which it was 
c:,rried ont. This commandeering went on 
for a period of some eighteen months. To 
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give some idea of the brutalities committed, 
I intend to read an extract or two, to which 
I invite the specia.l attention of the leader 
of the Labour party, so that he may see 
whether the Premier wa; not using the right 
words this afternorm when he s•tid it was a 
pleasant thing for him to thmk that oor people 
in Q\le,,nsland were going to help to pnt down 
the savage :J.trociti<~s which "'re carried out in 
the Transvaal. Hon. members opposite do not 
like these facts. The leader of the Labour part.y 
said he did not believe they occurr<"d. \V ell, I 
am going to read certain sworn affidavito which 
were sent in becou•.e the people have no oppor­
tnnity of discussing their grievances at pub'ic 
meetings. They sent in their affidavits to the 
BritiHh Consul, and these ca.me through enclo8ed 
in a despatch from the acting Edtish Agent :at 
Pretoria, Mr. :Erlrnond l<'raser, to the High Cnm­
missioneratCapetown. Attheriskof wearying the 
House I must quote one or two of th<c'e. affidavits. 
The first, with regard to tht•.e commandeering 
brutalities, was sworn by one Garoline Lingevelt, 
who says-

! am a widow, and livcJ at 7 Wohluter street, 
Johannesburg. I have been in Johannesburg nearly 
four years. I am a native of Oudts,troom; Cape Colony, 
and a British subject. I carry on business in washing 
and ironing in Johttnnesburg, and support myBelf. I 
am CC\loured, but my grandfather was a white man~­
a ~cotchman. At 11 o'clock on Saturday night, 29th 
October, my son, Ab ram IJongev11t, who lives with 
me, c.tme to me and said that the ficldcornet (Lom bard) 
wanted his pa-.:'3. At the same time I heard some one 
F-hake the back door and sa~·. "Open the door, or I 
will kick it open." I replied, ""\Vait till I have put 
on 1ny drr::;s." ")To!" answered :Mr. de Koch," open 
at once or I will kick it open.'' I then opened the 
door and said, " I am a wi(low, my husband has been 
dead for mght years, and there is no man here; there 
is only my one son in the roorn at the hack." I after­
waYds looked out, and saw that the yard was full of 
men. :..\1r. de Koch is the pa~o;:;-ofticer here Anothm· 
man, long and stout. whose name I do not know, came 
into the house. and pullrd the blanl.-et off the bed 
on which my daughter Caroline~ rrg"'d sixteen, was 
lying, and did the same to the bed in which were ~label 
Jnommestein and my little nephew. The night 'val": 
cool. After having looked undm· the bed and behind 
the screen the 1nau went out. ::\Iy boy was taken to 
prison br0ause he had not a pass. Since then I ha Ye bailed 
him out for £3, which wasretul~ned torneonhi-.acquittal. 
:Th-Iabel Blommf stien was nine ~·ears old, and I bonrded 
and lodged her. This little girl Mabel became snddenly 
ill later in the night, having been frightened at the 
noise and excitemrnt, and on xny calling in Dr. 
Croghan he said she had a severe attack of inflarnm:l tion 
of the lungs, directly ea used by the fright and expo,"ure. 
She had to go to the hospital, and has since died there. 

Annexed to this is Dr. Croghan's certificate to 
the effect that the cause of the girl's death was 
as stated in the affidavit. That is one case. It 
is brutal enough, and if hon. members want any­
thing more brutJl there are twenty-five more 
affidavits of the same kind I might read, but I 
will content myself with reading the next one, 
that of Sarah Mehring, who says-

I am a married woman, living at~"/ Wolhunter street. 
Johannesburg. >Iy husband works at the l"Jatteq' 
of the l!,errhia Company, and lives with me. I carry 
on busine~'l a~ a washerwoman. I was born at 
Somerset lDast, Cape Colony, and am a British 
subject. I can read (llld write, but owing to a sore 
hand I am at present unable to sign my nnme. 
I came to the rrransvaal three years ago. I am a 
"Cape woman "~my father was a wlnte man. On 
Saturday, 29th October, nbnut 11 o'ciock p.m., when mv 
husband and I were a-;;;leep in bed, I was ,voke by 3, 
noise next door, anrl woke my husband. Thf: field­
cornet (Lombard) was tllerF, He had a great crowd 
o! men with him, who filled the yard. They knocked at 

. my door. I asked who was there? The reply was, 
"Don't ask; I will kick it open if you do not open it." 
It was De Koch, the pass-o:fficm·, who spoke. I opened 
the door, and they took my hust;md away because he 
had no pass. He hm Cnpcman, born in 1i\'orcester, Cape 
Colony, and a British subject. ThP officials were verv 
rough and noisy, and frightened me very mueh. I waS 
in the family way-seven 1nonths gone. In consequence 

of the fright, I was prematurely confined and was dan 
gerously ill. My life was in danger. and I am still ill­
not quite better. 
It is not nece;sary for me to read the"e other 
affidavits, but this blue-book teems with them. 
They are not the affidavits of women only, but 
of men, whose oaths I have every reason to 
believe wore entitled to as much belief as tho~e 
of other Engli.,hmen, and they were handed to 
the British agent at Pretoria. Hon. member< 
opposite say that other evidence c "" be adduc,d, 
but how can other evidence pos,ibly be adduced 
in a country which will not allow people to meet 
together to discu'~S their grieva,nces? 

Nir. KERR: The Gatton outrage knocked that 
on one side. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: I may point ont that 
these commandeering reprisals having lasted for 
eighteen months, certain representations wAre 
m"'de to the Executive of the Transvaal by Sir 
Alfred Milner and Mr. Conningbam Greene, 
and they asked for the suspension of this man 
Lombard, who must have been a fiPnd in 
human form. The authorities then constituted 
a court of inquiry into the whole busineos, and the 
court, as every Dutch court has proved to be, was 
entirely in favour of the Dutchman. This man, 
after inquiry, was reinstated, but the bitter feel­
ing that had been engendered between the police, 
headed by this man Lombard, and the Uit­
lan•1ers culminated in a disturbance which took 
place on 24th December, when a man named 
Ed,;"'r was killed. The facts of that case were 
shortly the·,e : This man Edgar was a boiler­
mak' r, an J1;nglishman, and " British subject. 
He had been out during the evening and wr"s re­
turning home between 12 and 1 o'cl"ck, and 
when nearing hon1e someone 1nade an insulting 
remark to him, and he, as most. Britishers would 
do, knocked the man down. This man, Foster, 
who was knocked down, .vas under the influence 
of drink, but his friends immediately set up 
a hullabulloo for the police and they ap­
peared <<n the scene. In the meantime Edgar 
had gone quietly into his house "' few 
yards away, and proceeded to go to bed, 
his wife being in hed at the time. The police 
came up ; three of them rushed the house and 
attempted to get in at the window-mark you 
without warrant of any description ! Then a 
fourth policeman appeared-a man called Jones, 
who pulled out his revolver, rushed to the door, 
and attempted to force it. Edgar's wife was 
in bed, and he was in the act of unllress­
ing- to g-et into bed when he heard the door 
being forced, and he naturally ran round into the 
other room to pr•,vent it if possible. At the 
very moment he arrived the door swung open, 
"'nd Jones, without any warning, as was sworn 
to by a witne's named Shepperd, shot Edg"'r as 
he stood in his tracks. 

Mr. TunLEY: \Vbat countryman was Jones? 
Mr. ARiYISTRONG: ,Jones was a burgher of 

two years' standing. 
Mr. McDo~ALD: He was a Britisher. 
The SECRETARY FOR PVBLIC LA~DS : They are 

sympathising with the police now. 
Mr. AHMSTRONG: Yes, I am glad to hear 

that the hon. gentlemen sometimes sympathise 
with the police-even Dutch police. Now, that 
man Jones, who committed the murder, rushed 
away from the scene anrl was afterw1.rds appre­
hended by the Boer authorities. They appre­
hended him on a charge of justifiable homi­
c:de, "'nd the e·ame day allowed him out on 
bail of £200, but not on his own recognis­
ances. He was allowed out on the recognis­
ances of his fellow-policemen who agreed to 
allow a moiety of their monthly pay to be 
deducted should he abscond. The Britiflh Consul 
objected to this man being arraigned on a ch,rge 
of justifiable homicide, and insisted that he 
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should be tried before a jury for murder. Subse­
quently he "-as tried by a jury for murdm·, bllt 
what happened? At the trial the man 1<3d"ar's 
wife, and those who happened to be witn~s"''s 
and who were not Boers, gave their testimony, 
and not only did the jury acquit .Tones on the 
charge of murder, but the judge, in his com­
ments, ~aid he agreed entirely with the verdict 
and he ~"l.'ed that ~~e policemen would alway;, 
under snmlar conditwns, know how to do their 
duty. As much as to say, ''\Yell done, policenoan! 
Go and do it again-shoo~ a few nH•re." The 
Uitlanders were so incensed at the action of the 
Conrt in acquitting this man Jone' that they 
came together in a ma,RS meeting and handed to 
the British Consul a petition signed by 5000 per­
sons asking Queen Victoria to intercede on their 
beh.a~f to redress their grievances. Now, that 
pet1t10n was never presentPd, because it contained 
an informality, which I bt'Eeve was that it 
touched upon a politic:tl question which her 

• Majesty's. consul at Pretor!a did not feel disposed 
to send w1thout first m",lnng representations to 
the Executive of the Transvaal. That petition 
wi_ll give a better idea of wlmt the position of the 
U1tlanders really was than any words of mine, 
and I will therefore r~c1d it. It was handed 
in to the British consul at Pretoria on 28th 
December, 1898, and reads in this way:-

The meeting of the British subjects held at ,J ohannes­
bm:g_on 2Hh Deeember for the purpose of endorsing a 
petitiOn, to be presented through the British Acrent. to 
Her )Iajesty's Government in connection with the 
shooting of the man 1'~dgar by a policeman, was 
attended by some thon:::,ancls of people. The proceed­
ings, which at fi1 ~t 'vere quiet and ordr-rly, later on 
assumed a somewhat nnplC!lSant phase. Owing to the 
crowd re,.enting some remarks di~paraging to 1\l':iti,:.:;hers 
made by a Boer, as on~ of a party assembled apparen1ly 
for the purpose of showing their contempt for the 
proceedings, the crowd clrde:i in upon the party of 
Boers, r1 nd hustled thmn about. .Stiel{s 'vere frcelv 
user1. The police came to the rt::Scue of thefr 
countrymen, and managed to find a shelter for them 
within the post office walls. An appral wns made to the 
British to act quietly, and the excitement sulJ~-:;idccl, 
and the bnsines~ of the meeting was proceeded with. 

:\fr. C. D. Webb askecl the cro,vd to accompany the 
committee to the British Consul's office, for the~ pur­
pose of prc~enting the petition which had hNm clrawn 
up. rrhe time had come when the British snbieets 
should assert their rights for justice. The netition 
committee then proceeded to drive to the collsulate, 
but the horses were unharnL ~~ed, and the crowd 
dragged the carriage to its deRtination. rrh' British 
\~ice-Consul, ::\Ir. Emryo Evans. received tl1e cteputa­
!·10~1 on the balcony of the ~tanda.rd Buildings, and 
1nbmated that there wr.re to be no ~perches, simply 
the reading of the petition. 'fhe petition, which was 
read by }fr. Dodd, was as follows:-

rrbe humble pPtition of Briti~h subjects l'C'\ dent on 
the \Vit\vatcrsrand Gold Fields, to Her Britannic 
='daje"t.Y Queen Victoria:-

1. Your loyq,l subjects on these fields are by law 
denif::l the free right of possosing such arms a.':l niaY be 
necessary to protect their lives and property. and Such 
obstacles are placed in their wav as to render the 
obtaining of the nerPssar\· permits~ almost impo~:.(,ihle; 
consequently the Uitlander population of this State is, 
to all intents anrl. purposes, an unarmed communitv. 

2. On the other hand, the burgher section of· the 
community. irrespective of n6·e, is permitted to posst·•s 
and carry arms without let or hindrance, and are, in 
fact, on application, supplied them by the Gover·nmeut 
free of charge. 

3. The police of this Sbtte is exclusive~y recruited from 
the burgher element, many of the police being youths 
fresh from the rural districts, without experience or 
t.act, and in many instancP'-> without general ertucation 
or a knowledge of the English language. 'l'he force, aB a 
who_le, is entirely out of sy1npat.hy with the Briti~h 
sectwn of the community, which forms the majority of 
the population. 

4. The foot police of Johannesburg, in whose appoint­
ment we have no voice, is not a military force, yet its 
members not only carry batons, but are also armed with 
six-ch;"Lmbered revolvers, invarinbly carried loaded. 

5. Under these circum~tances. given an unarmed_ 
community policed by a body of inexperiencecl rustics 
carrying weapons of precision and utterly out of 

sympathy with the community they are supposed to 
protect, it is not surprising tbe power placed in the 
hands of this police force should be constantly abu::Jed. 

6. l''or yrars past your subjects have in consequence 
had continually to complrdn of innumerable acts of 
_petty tyranny at the hands of the police. 

7. During the Ja~t few months, however, this antago­
niHtic attitude of the police has assumed a much more 
serious nnd ngr-reE-'sive aspect. ·without warrant they have 
invaded private houFies and taken the oecupants 1nto 
custody on frivolous and unfounded eharg0s never pro­
ce 1ded -with; violently arrested British subjeet.s on the 
public streets on uninte1lidble charges; and g~ nerally 
disnlayed towarcls Your ~Injesty's snbjects a temper 
whi('h undoubtedly ttnds to endau:rer the peace of the 
community. Iu adopting- this demeanour, the police 
are supp0rted. with but few honourable exct•ptions, by 
the higher officials. :><> insL,nced by the eontinual per­
seeution in the courts of many of Your 31ajt":ity's 
colour£>d subjecls at the very tirne when negotiations 
are proceeding betwPcn Your 3Iajcsty's 1\ presenta-tive 
and the rrransvaal Government with re;:ard to their 
status. This feeling is also strongly evidenced in the 
particular case whieh ~.'>'e now bring to Your :Majesty's 
notice . 

8. The lamentable trageUy which has been t1.e 
imrnrr:liate cause of this our humble petition l"lllnot be 
r0~arded as incidental, but as symptomatic. 

9. r:Phig case is that of the shootin'0 of Ton1 JaLkson 
Edgar, a British subject, by l)olice Constable Barend 
StP.phanus Jonc'";l, a membPr of the Johannesburg 
constabulary. 

10. From the accompan~·ing affidavits already pub­
lisheLl ~nlil :sworn by e:_.e-witm,c,ses of the tragedy, it 
would a1Jpear that the dceea:::ed, while in the occupation 
of his own house, w:•~ shot dead by Police Constable 
Barend ~tepllanns Jones, as the latter was in the act nf 
unlawfully bn··l1dng into the house vnth0ut a. warrant. 

11. P. c: Barend Stephanus Jour~, though h1 the fir::;t 
instance placPd ln cn 1•tody on a charg-e of murder, was 
a1wost immcdi;ndy afterwarf~"· let out on bail by the 
puhlw prosecutor, who, without waitjng for any mugis­
terial illllHiry, red need the charge on his O!\ll initiati1e 
to that of culpable homicide. 

12. The bail on which the prisoner was released wns 
the same in amount-namely, £2·!0-as that required a 
few days previou!:-ly from an Uitlander chnrgec:i with a 
co:\,mon assault on a member of th':l Government 
secl'et service, and the penalty for which was a iine of 
£'!) 

·ii. The 'vidow and orphan of the late Tom Ja"'kson 
Edv,ar have been left abs~)lutely destitute through the 
death of their natural protector. 

1-1. rro sum up-
"'c humbly rept <sent to Your 11ajes~Y that we, your 

loyal ::,uhjccts resident here, are entnely defcuceles';, 
since--

( a) rrhc police are appointed by the Government and 
not by the wunieipality; 

(/;) We have no voice in the government of the 
country; 

(e) There is no longer any independent judiciary to 
which we can appeal; 

{cl) Tbe~·e is therefore no po\l·er within this State to 
which we can appeal with the least hope of sncce~".; 
and as \Ye are not allc weLl to arn1 ours;:;lves. our 1a~t 
resource iH to fall back on our statu~ as British sub­
jects. 

1-3. 'Ye therefore humbly pray :-That yout Ainjesty 
will instruc·t your Repn·, entative to take l::>.UCh ~teps as 
w1llsecure: 

(a) A full and. impnrtial trial, on a proper indict­
ment, of P.C. Barend S "'PhRUltS Jones, and adequate 
punishment for his offence, if found guilty. 

(b) l)ropcr prov:"ion b~· the Tm.nsvaal Gove1·nment 
fot· the neeLh of the widow ancl m·phan of tlJe deceat:.ecl 
Turn Jackson Ed~ar, killed by their agertt. 

(CJ rrhe extension of Your ::\Iajesty's protectorate to 
the lives, liberties, and property of your loyal subjects 
rc.:ident here, and ~nC'h other steps as may be neeessary 
to terminate the t \,jsting intolerable state of affairs, 
and your petitionlrs "\Vi1l ever p1·ay. 
That was the petition handed in, and that was 
who,t first gave riRe to the difficnlties which have 
now assumed > nch an acute form. The men who 
led tho~e men int'J the c mbnlate to pre~ent that 
petition were arrested fpr hwing incited the 
people, though there W>'S no att,-mpt at address­
ing the crowd. 

Mr. McDONALD: What about the unionist 
prisonerR? 

Mr. ARJ\ISTRONG : ·when they were let out 
on bail after u8ing arrested they had to find 
recogni<,ances in £1,000 each, where as before 
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then a murderer had been let out on the recog­
nisances of his fellowmen to the amount of £200 
'l'hat is jn~t!ce for you! . It, was at this point 
that the Bntrsh South Afrwan Leao-ue came into 
prominence. They wished to pr~test ngainHt 
the harsh treatment of Messrs. Dodd and \V ebb 
by the Boer authorities; so they wrote to the 
Transvaal Executive, and oaid that as they were 
not .allowed to .b~ld an open-air meeting they 
apphed for p~rmrsswn to h~ld an indoor meeting, 
and the subJects to be drscussad were plainly 
laid before the Secretary of State and the State 
Attorney of the Transvaal. They were shortly:­
(1) To protest again"t the arrest of Messrs. Dodd 
and W ebb ; (2) To condemn the Public Meetings 
Act; (3) .To e~dorse a petition to Her Majesty 
Queen \ wtona praymg for her protection. 

The Boer authorities knew the 
[8 p.m.] meeting was to be held, and they 

organised to prevent it being held. 
There were 200 men at work on what is known 
as." The Main Reef Road," ;md they were sent 
wrth instructions to block this meeting. The 
consequence was. ~hat the meeting ended in 
chaos. The posrhon of the whole matter is 
su~nmed up in the despatch frorr, Sir Alfred 
Mrlner to Mr. Chamberlain dated 5th April 
189!), which reads- ' ' 

Government House, f:apetown, 

Sm,-1 have the honour to forwa;~h t.£~:i;ii~9~he 
certified and atte~ted copies of affidarYits which form an 
enclosnre to ~Jr. \Vyberg's letter, transmitted to you in 
my despatch of the 28th .i\Iareh, "'but which did uot 
reach me in time to catch the last mail steamer" 
:rhere were twenty-six sworn affidavits, which it 
Is not necessary for me to read. The despatch 
further rea·:Js-

L That earl,v on the morning of Saturday, the Hth 
January, the foremen 111 charge of the various camps 
along the main reef were instructed to tell a certain 
number of their workmen to be at the Amphitheatre in 
Johann('sb_urg at, 2 p.m .. where they would be addrL,~sed 
~falaa':,~ffimal of tile Puhlic Works Department, 1Ir. P. J. 

2. That the affair hnd b en planne<'l. beforehand and 
that Acting Rnad Inspector Papenfus and others 
~yst~matically visited the various camp-; on that morn­
Ing In order to beat up recruits, and that wa~ made in 
some cases to ensure that the persons sent should be 
"treu''~-i.e., Boer or Afrikander wo1·kmen who mi'-"ht 
be e~pected to take the side of the Gover~rnent. The 
Russi~n workmc;n were not a;ked to go. 

3. '!hat the men were pmd two honrs earlier than 
usual; and that thoRe men who were ordered to go were 
told If ~hey could not get Gov0rnment carts they 
should htrc and rerover aftenvards. ' 

4. That in some ca~:>..:.'..:, as that of the Boksbnrgsection, 
~~~;~!:::~a~~~veyed tb.e greater part of the way by 

5. 'fhat when the men arrived at the Amphitheat.re, a 
man who was either :Hr. Bosman or l\lr. Boshof, and 
~~~~~~~ !loth of them, told them to go to the police 

6. That on arriving at the police station they were 
addressed by l\1r .. Rroeksma, and told they wm·e to 
brea.k up the meetmg. 

7. That they then went into the Amphltheatl·e and 
that there were pre"lent besid"-'s Mr. nroeksma' }fr. 
l'apenfus, )1::. Jacob~. ::\1r. De Villiers, and 1Ir. Bur§rPrs; 
also, an officml as we 11 as several prominent members of 
the town and special police. 

8, That the poli.,e did not make tile smalle't effort to 
ch.eck the dn:;.turbanc~s which occurred, and they main­
tamed an attltwl.e of 1ndifferencc. 

9. ~hat B~oelc:-;ma and Lieutenant Murphy o! the 
morality pohce actually assisted in breaking cbairtl and 
encouraging the rioters. 

I have, etc., 
A. ~!IL'\ER, 

Governor and High Commissioner. 
N<;>w, that is an official document clea:ing with 
thrs matter, and I may point out that the Uit­
land~rs ~ad received permi'"ion to hold this 
m~etmg m the hope of redressing some of their 
gneva;1ces. It was broken up by the Boers. 
The Vrt.landers ~hen p~oceeded to writeot petiti,,n, 
and 1t was qmetly errcnlated alllong the Uit­
landers for signature, and 21,684 names were 

obtained-, all Uitlanders. That petition has bBen 
pre><ented to the Queen, and that is the petition 
that the present negotiations are ba<ed upon. 
'l'his petition was sent by the British Agent at 
Pretoria to the High Commissioner at Cape­
town, and thence to the Queen. It reads-

The humble petition of Britbh subjects resident. on 
the ''-'itwaten~Yand. South African Republic, to Her 
~1ost Gracious ~Iajesty Queen Yictoria. 

Showetll that:-
1. Ji1or a number of years pnor to 1896 considerable 

discontent exi~ted among the Uitlander population 
here, cau,,.ed by the manne-r in which the government 
of the country was being cJnducted. The grt nt majority 
of the 1Jitlander vopulation consist of British subjects. 

2. It '\Yas and is notorious that the Uitlanders have 
no share in the government of the conutry, although 
they represent the wealth, intellect, and energy of the 
State. 

3. The feelings of intense irrttation have been 
aggravated by the 1nanner in whieh remonstrances 
have been met. 

4. Petitions signed by largP numbers of Your 
:Yiajesty's subjects bave been repeatedly aGdre~'3ed to 
the Government of this State, but have failtd of their .t~~ 
eff0ct and ha' e been ::;corn fully rejected. 

5. At the end of 1F95 the discontent culminated in 
an armrd insurrection a;:;ainst the Government, which 
also failed of its object. 

6. On that occa···ion the people of Johannesburg 
plat·ed themsehes m1reservedly in ·Llle hand:-; of the 
High CommiBsiol'er, in the fullest confidence that he 
would sec jm;tice done. 

7. On that occasion Pn:~ident Kruger published a 
proclamation in w hi eh he again held out hopes of re~ 
forms. 

~- Instead of the admitted grienmces being redressed, 
the spirit ot the legislation adopted by the Yoll~sraad 
dunng the past few years ha::; been of a mos.t unfriendly 
character. 

9. In vroof' thereof, 1ve refer to such measures as the 
follmving:-

rl'he Immigration of Aliens Act. 
rl'he Press Law. 
rrhe Alh:HlS Expulsion Law. 

Of thp;e, the first was withdra\vn as being an infringe­
ment of the London Convention of 1884. 

By the secmld the Prt. "ident is invested with the 
powers of SUlipref:'sing wholly, or for a t'tated time, any 
publication \Yhich, in his individnal opinion. 1s opposed 
to good manners or subVl'l'l:live of order. This despotic 
power he has not hesitntcd.. to exercise towurds ne'\YS­
papers which support British intere'.~ts. 

The Aliens Expnl"·:ion Act dnLWS a distinetion be­
tween the burgher,:.; of the State and Uitlanders, which, 
we humbly Rnhmit. is in coufli<'t with the Convention of 
1881. Thus, whil"lt burghers of the State are p1·otected 
from cxpult:ion, British snbj ots c·m be put o\·er the 
border at thr will of the President, without the right 
of appenling to the High Court, "\Vhich is, nevertllele<::s, 
open to the offending burgher. 

rrhis law 'vus repealed, only to bt re-enacted in all its 
e"~ential provisions during the last sesf:;iun of the 
Yolksraad. 

10. 1'he promise mat le by the President with regard 
to conferring municipal government upon Johannesburg 
was to outward appeaTancc l.::e-pt ; but it is an ineffec­
tive me:.:s.ure, conferring smnll benefit upon the com­
munity, aud investing the inhabitants ·with but little 
adrlitional power of legislating for their own municipal 
affairs. Of the two me1nbers to be elected for each 
waxd, one at le:<st nm.:-;t be a burgher. Be::.:iaes this, the 
burgomnster is appointctl by the Govcnnnent, ~1ot 
electecl by the people. The burgoma!'ter has a castmg 
vote, and, con~We1 iug hhmelf a repre~entative of the 
Government an<.l not of the people, has not he::,i­
tated to opp0~,e his will to the unanimous vote 
of tile councillors. rrhe Government also po:::sess the 
right to veto any rts<•lution of the council. As tlle 
burghers rf'sideat. in J ohanm·,;lmrg were P~bmated at 
the last cemms as 1,039 in nun.bcr as again•,t 23,503 
Uitlanders, mHl as they belong to the poorest and most 
ignorant clas~. it is maniffst t mt these burghel's have 
an undue share in the representation ot' the town, and 
are invetted \Yllh a power which neutra1ises the efforts 
of the larger and more intelligent portion of the corn~ 
munity. Every burgher resident is qualHied to vote, 
irrcs~,~·cth -~ of being a ratepayer or property owner 
with1n the mtmkipal area. 

11. Xotwiths1 anding the E'Yident desire of tbe Govern­
ment to lt>gislate solely in the intert'"ts of the burghers, 
and i111pos.e undHe burdens on the Uitlanders, there was 
still a hope that the dcclm·ation of the Prel:lident on the 
30th of December, 1896, had some meaning, and that the 
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Government would (luly consider grievance·s properly 
brought before its notice. Accord.nglv, in thJ early 
'}1art of 1897, steps were taken to bring to the notice of 
the Government the a.larming de1Jression in the mining 
indu::<tr~'. and the reasons which, in the opinions of men 
well qualified to judge, had led up to it. 

12. The Government at last. appointed a commis;;;ion 
consisting of its own officials, which was empowered to 
inquire into the industrial conditions of the mining 
population, and to sug)!;est sm'..h a Sl'.heme for the 
removal of existing grievances as might seem advisable 
and necessary. 

13. On the 5th of August the commission issued their 
report, in which the reasons for the then state of 
depression were fully f'et forth, and manv reforms were 
recommended ns necessary for the weil-being of the 
community. Among them it will be sufficient to men~ 
tion the appointment of a.n Industrial Board, having 
its seat in Johannesburg-, for the special supervision of 
the Liqnor Law and the Pass Law, and to combat the 
illicit dealing in gold and amalgam. 

14. The Government refused to accede to the report 
of the commis~ion, which was a standing indictment 
against its administration in the past, but referred the 
que-;tion to the Volksraad, which in turn referred it to 
a select committee of its own members. rrhe rt'sult 
created consternation in Johannesburg, for, whilst 
abating in some trifling resp(Y!ts burd,ms which bore 
heavily on the mining industry, the committee of the 
Raad, ignoring the main recommendations of the 
commission, actually advised an incre:tsed taxation of 
the country, and that in a way whiclJ bore mrst heavily 
on the UitlandPr. The suggestions of the committee 
were at once adopted, and the tariff increased 
accordingly. 

15. At the beginning of 1897 the Government went a 
step further in their aggrP':lsive policy towards the 
Uitlander, and attackert tt~e indepen:lence of the High 
Court, which, until then, Your .:\Iajt -:;ty'a subjects had 
regarde 1 as the sole remaining safeg-uard of their civil 
rigl1ts. Early in they1 3.1' A et Xo. l was ru:-;hed through 
the V')lksraad with indeeent haste. This high-handed. 
act was not allow<: d to pl'tss without criticism; but, the 
Government, deaf to all remonstrance, threatened 
Teprisals on those professional men who raised their 
voices iu protest, ~md, finally, on the 16th of :b1ebruruy, 
189d, dismi•,sed the Chief Justiee, 3-11'. J. G. 
Kotze, for maintaining his opi.nions. His place was 
fi.ll<:'d shortly afterwards bv .l\fr. Gregorowski, the 
judge who had been eF<pccially brought from lhe Orange 
Fl\·"1 State to preside over the trial of the reform 
prisoners in 1896, ana_ 1vho, aUrr pru~sing of the Act 
above referred to, had expressed an opinion that no man 
o·r self-re:;pect would sit on the brn<'h whilst that la\V 
remained on the statute-book of the Republic. All the 
judges at the time t.llis law was pa~iled condemned it in a 
foru.al protest, publicly recorded by the Chief Justice in 
the High Court, a-. a ;;;ross interference with the inf!e­
pendence of that triUuutl. That protest h''~ never 
been modified or retracteU, and or thf' five jndg~s who 
signed the declaration three still Rit on the bench. 

16. rrhc hostile .atti.tnde of the Government towards 
Your Majesty's snbjPcts has been accentuated by the 
building of forts, not only arounrl Prt~toria, but al."'o 
overlooking.Tohannesburg. The cxistcn<'e of theRe forts 
is a E:Ource of constant menace and irritation to Britbh 
subje(~ts, and does much to keep alive the I·<tCP-feeling 
which the Government of this State proi·: ~' 1\CS to 
deprecate. This feeling of hostility ha-; infe('ted the; 
general body o1 the hurghers. )lost noticeable is the 
antagonistic demeanour of the police, and of the 
officials under whom they immediately act. 

17. 'fhe constitution and personnel of the pollce force 
is one of the stanrHng mr;nace::;. to the peace of Johanneo;:. 
burg. It has already been the subje(•.t, of remollstr·1nee 
to the Government of this Republic, but hitherto with­
out avail. An efficient police force cannot be drawn 
from a people such as the burghers of this State, 
nevertheless, the Government refuses to oven its ranks 
to any other class of the connnunity. As a con:-;e­
quence, the safety of the lives and propet·ty of the in­
habitants is confided in a large measure to the care of 
men Ircsh from the c~untry districts, who are un­
uccust'>med to town lift>, and jgnorant of the ways and 
requirements of the people. ·when it is considered that 
this police force is armed with revolvers in addition to 
the ordinary police truncheons, it is not snrprhdng 
thn.t, instead of a de:fcnce, they are absolutelj' a da.ngfr 
to the t.:ommunity at large. 

17 A. 'rri::l by jury exi.sts in name, but the juries are 
selectetl exclusively from am.ong the burgher~. Cont'e~ 
quently, in any ca~P where there is the lea~t po,,hi1Jility 
ot race or class interc-;ts being involved, there is the 
gravest reason to ex}Iect a miscarriage of jn.stice. 

18. Encour gcd and abetted by the example of their 
superior officers, the police have become lately more 

aggressive than ever in their attitude towards British 
subjects. As, however, remonstrances and appeals to the 
Gm· ':rnment were u.:::eless, the indigniLies to which Your 
.:.\Iajesty's subjects wer~ daily exposed from this source 
had to be endured as best they might. Public indig­
nation was at length fully aroused by the death, at the 
hands of a police constable, of a British subject named 
'fom Ja,cl;;:son Edgar. 

19. The circumstances of this affair were bad enough 
in themselve.::;, but were acGentuated bv the action of 
the Pnhlic Prosecutor, who, although the accused was 
charged with murd.er, on his own initiative reduced 
the charge to that of cnlpable homicide o.1ly, and 
released the pri-.oner on the recognisances of his 
comrades in the police force, the bail being- originally 
fixed at £.WO, or less than the amount which is corn~ 
1nonlv demandld for offences under the liquor law, 
or for charges of common a~sault. 

20. 1'his conduct of a high State official caused the 
most intense feeling to pre'IJail in Johannesburg. It 
was then thought that the time had arrived to take 
some steps whereby British subjects might. for the 
future l>e protected from the indignities of which they 
had so long complained. It was, therefore, decided to 
make an appeal direct to Your '\iost Gracious :\1~jesty, 
setting forth the grievances under which Yonr J.IaJesty's 
subjects laboured. A petition was accordingly prepared 
and presented to Your \f.Hjesty's Vice-Consul on the 24th 
of December, 1898, by some4.00tl or5,000 British subjects. 
The behaviour of those pre\ent was orderly and qui.et, 
and eveTything was done to prevent any infringement 
of the Public :neetings IJfLW. 

21. Q\1ling to a technical informality, Your J.Jaje-:ty's 
representative rteclined to transmit the petition to 
Your 1\::Iajesty. 

22. Immediately it became known that the petition 
would not go forward to Your \lajl gty, the Government 
orderecl the arres~ of :Jfessr.s. Clement Davies YFebh and 
rrhomas ltohery Dodd-respectively the Vice-Pre~ident 
and Secreary of the 'l'ranSViial Pr'1viuce oe thA ~out.h 
African TJeague-under whose ani'pices the petition had 
be')n pre:o;ented, on a chargE of contravening the Public 
:Jl1)etings Act by convening a meeting in the oper~ air. 
1.'hey were admitted to bail of £1,000 each-five t1mcs 
the an1onnt required from the man charged with 
cUlimble homi.mde. 

23. Thereupon Your J\Inje:o;ty's subjects, considering 
the arrest of thege two gentlemen a gt'oss violation of 
the rights of British subjdcts, and an attmnpt to straln 
Ullliuly a:2:ainst them a law which had already been 
reprnented to the Government as pressing mo~t henvily 
u-pon the Uitlander popular.ion, decided to CRll a public 
meeting in an enclosed plw·e, as permitted by the law, 
for the pnrposA of ventilating thBir ;xrievanees and 
en1iors.ing a fresh petition to Tou1· }1ajf'sty. 

21o. I>rior to holding the mceLtng the South African 
L;~·tgu:~ u~certained from the Governm nt. through the 
State Attorney, that, as 1n th ·ir opinion the meeting 
was perfecrly legal in its objef'ts, the Government had 
no intentwn of prohibiting it. 

23. The meeting- took place on the 14t,h of January, 
1809, at the Amphitheatre-a large iron building capable 
of holilin~ from 3.01'0 to 4.000 people. Prior to the 
adverth;ecl honr of opening. an overwhelmingly large 
body of Hom·s. many of wlv>m were police in plain 
clothes, and other employees of tlle Government, forced 
an entrance by a si dB door and practically took t~omplete 
po..;ses ~ion of the building. '!'hey were all morn or less 
armed~some \vilh stkks, some w1r;h p8lice batons, some 
with iron bars, and some with r ·volvcrs. 

26. 'rhe mere appearance of the speakers wRs the 
Rignal for disorder to commence. The Boers would not 
allow the meeting t0 proceed, but at once commenced 
to wreck the place, break up tlle chairs, and utilise 
t.h0 broken portions of them as weapons of offence 
a.gains ·any single unarmed JGn!)ishman they could tin d. 

'27. There were pn,%nt several Government officials, 
justke-, of the peace, and lieutenants of police ln uni­
form, and the commandant of police. bnt they were 
app.,.aJecl to in vain, and the work of df'struction pro~ 
ceeded, apparently with their concurrence. Several 
Englishmen were seriously injured by the attacks of the 
rioters, but in no case was an Hrrest effeeted, although 
offrnders were pointed out and their arrest demanded; 
nor, indeed, was any attempt made by the police to 
quell the riot. Up to the present time no steps have 
been taken by the Government towards prosecuting the 
ri.nglPaders of the disturbance, nor has a single arrest 
bPen made, notwith-.tanding the fact that the police 
offici.als who were present at the meeting admitted that 
some of the rjoters were well known to thP-m. 

28., Those of Your l\faj,>ty's s,ubjects who were present 
at the meeting were unarmrd and defeneeiess, and, 
seeing that the rioters had the support of the poliee 
and of some of the hig/.wr officials of the State, they 
refrained from any attempt at retaliation, preferring to 
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rely upon more constitutional methods, and to lny a. full 
statemPnt of their grie\ances before Your ::.\fast Gracious 
Majesty. 

29. The condition of Yonr Majesty's subjects in this 
State has indeed become wellnigh intolerable. 

30. The acknowledged and admitted grievance-. of 
which Your ~1ajestj 's subjects complained prior to 1895 
not only are not redr-essed. but exist to·day in an 
aggravated form. 'fhey are still deprived of all political 
rights ; thev are denied any voice in the government 
or the country; they are taxed above the rc:quirement:s 
of the country, the revenue of which is misapplied and 
devoted to objects \Yhich keep alive a continuous and 
well-founded feedng of irritation, without 1n any way 
advancmg the general interest of the State. ::\'I<lladminis­
tration and peculation of public moneys go hand in 
hand, without any vigorous measures being adopted to 
put a stop to the scandal. Tile education of Uitlander 
children is made ~mbject to impossible conditions. The 
police afford no adeqnate protection to the lives and 
property of the inhabitants of Johannesburg; they are 
rather a s.ouree oE danger to the peace and safety of tlle 
Uitlander population. 

31. A further grievance has become prominent since 
the beginning of the year. The -power vt "ted in the 
Government by means of the Public l\'Ieetings Act has 
been a menace to Your J.fajt: ~ty's subjects since the 
enaetment of the Act in 1804. This power has now been 
applied in order to deliver a blow that strikes at the 
inherent and inalienable birthright of every British 
subject-namely, his right to petition hi.s Sovereign. 
Straining to the utmost the language and intention of 
the law, the Government have arrested two British 
snbje~ts who a:;sistod in prc3enting a petition to Your 
~fajesty on behalf of 4.000 fellow-subjects. Kot con­
tent. with this, the Government, when Your ~Iajecty's 
loyal suhj1,ets again attempted to lay their grievanc s 
before Your JUaje·ty, permitted their meeting to be 
broken up, and t,he objects of it to be df r~ated by a 
body of Boers, organised by Government officials. a'nd 
acting under the protection of the police. By reason. 
therefore, of the direct, as well as the indirect, act of 
the Government, Your :Majesty's loyal subjects have 
been prevented from publicly ventilating- their griev­
ances, and from laying them before Your J.lajelity. 

32. Wherefore, your 31ajesty's hnm1Jle petitioners 
humbly beseech your :Jfost Gracious ::Uajesty to f'x:tend 
your :Majesty's permission to your ~:Iajf.,ty's loyrtl 
subjects resident in this State, and to cause an inquiry 
to be made into the grievanees and complaints 
enumerated and set f·Jrth in this humble petition, and 
to direct your l\:Iajesty'8 representative in South Africa 
to take mf'3.Sures which will s"cure the ~pe,_dy reform 
of the abus0s complained of, and to obtain substantial 
guarantees from the Government of this State for a 
recognition of their rights as British subjects. 

Mr. TcRLEY: Hen, hear ! 
Mr. ARMSTRONG: I thank the hon. mem­

ber for South B• is bane for his ironical "hear, 
hear ! " If the hon. member thinks he has a 
d~1ty to perform I am always willing to listen to 
hrm. 

Mr. TuRLEY: Oh no; you are the man with n. 
mission. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: The petition which I 
have read-andJmuot apologi~e for hn.ving had to 
read such long quotatinns-is the production of 
cool, sober-minrlEd, and thoughtful men, o.nd is 
signed by 21,684 persons. 'l'hey ask for the 
redress of grievanues which had been refused 
them by the Vo!ksmad. President Kruger then 
saw that the matter was becoming very serious, 
and he proposed certain reforms. This brings 
me to the question of electoral reform. All the 
events which led up to the prepar~tion and 
presentation of the petition tn which I have 
referred, I have recounted as far as I was capable 
of doing it, but I know that I have overlooked 

• some points. The Uitlanders then saw, as hon. 
members opposite profess to have seen in days 
gone by, that the way to overcome their diffi­
culties was not to go grow ling outbide, but to 
secure representation in the Volksraad. Hnn. 
members oppo•ite must be at one with the 
Uitland.rs on that point. 

Mr. GLASSEY : Th:<t is a tenable position. 
Mr. ARMSTRONG : I mentiun it as a com­

pliment to hon. m em hers oppositP, because I am 
certainly one of those who thoroughly agree 

with that plank in the platform of the Labour 
party. I say if they are taxed they should have 
repres81ltation. No man in thi~ Cham_ber can 
ever attribute to me conservative notwns on 
the question of representation in this House. I 
ask hun. membPrs theu to bear with me a little 
longer, wJ.ile I look a~ this question of se_curmg 
the franchise. The Urtlander, when h·~ emrgrates 
into the Transvaal, has to be a resident of .that 
country for two years before he can he naturalised. 
He is eligible to •·ate for a member of the Second 
Volksraad as soun as he is naturalised. He then 
has to wait two years longer before he is eligible 
to become a member of the Second Volksrattd, 
and then ten years mm e before he can become 
a burgher with the right to eit and vote in the 
Volksr:1,ad. That is the position at the present 
moment. In 1876, I think, for the purpose of 
overcoming the agitation, they adm~tted the 
Uitlanders to the Second Volhraad, st1ll reserv­
ing to themselves full controlling po:ver of the 
First Volksraad. President Kruger, m a speech 
delivered at Heidelherg on the 17th of March, a 
speech which was sent to him for ratification 
before it was published, said-

·when a strange1· had been in the country for two 
yeRrs he could be naturalised, and could vote for the 
Second Voll{sraad. A further two years after he was 
naturalis:...:d be was e:i~il>lc for election as a member 
of the Second Volk~raad, and then aft Jl' ten years he 
could become a fully enfranchised burgher; thus only 
after fourteen years he could obtain full franchise. 

That is, that in fourteen years a stranger could 
obtain the franchisf', and, as a man n<nst be 
twenty-one before he could be UJ,turaliscd, he 
would be nearly forty before he could become a 
fully enfranchised burgher. And even thel'l he 
could not vote for thfl Prnident; tb<ct power was 
reserverl entirely to the burghers of Dutch 
extraction. 

An HOSOGRABLE MEMBER: \Vbat about the 
children? 

Mr. AHN!:STRONG : The children of natural­
ised parents might receive the. franchise, if they 
applied for rt, when they were ~rxteen.y<· trs c;f a~e, 
but if thev did n<>t apply for rt durmg therr srx­
teenthyearthey ~eretreateda' "Vitlanders. \V~ en 
he found that drfficnlty had ansen m connectiOn 
with this matter, PrPsident Krngcr proposed to 
ameliorate the condition of the Uitlander by 
reducing the term in which he might become a 
burgher from ten to five years. VVP; who had 
not considered the matter might tlnnk that a 
fairly liberal concession, ,., I did at first, but 
it must be remembered that an Uit]gnder 
wonld still under that proposal have to be a 
resident of tLe country for two years before be 
could be natura!ic,~d, twn years longer before he 
could bec'>me a member of the Second Volks­
raad, and then five Y<'ars before he could become 
a burgbm, ,,•hich makes nine years altogether. 
Pm;,ident Krur,er only proposed to shorten the 
bst period of ten years hy five. years, bn~ eyen 
this concession was proposed wrtb a restrrctron, 
the restriction that an Uitlander could only 
become a burgher if two·third~ of the 5mrgbers 
in his ward approved of hrs becommg one. 

It appears to me very much as if 
[8'30 p.m.] you asked for bread and were <•ffered 

a stone. 'fhe Uitlander strongly 
object. d to it, and nothing has been done to 
remedy the objection. The agihtion .ha':ing 
started gathered and s-ah';ed force a~ all agrtatiO~s 
will in a cause that rs rrght, and 1f the cause rs 
not right the agitation will not gain force. Since 
the petition went h?me there has bee~ a con­
f<'rence between Pres1dent Krugpr and Srr Alfred 
Milner at Bloemfontein, in the Orange]!'reeState. 
Ko amicable arrangement could be come to as 
Milner wnnted to get all he could for t.he Uit­
lander and President Krugerwouldnotgiveway. 
So things have been going on from bad to worse 
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until. we haye arrived at the present strained 
relatwns whwh ha Ye led to the resolution sub­
mitted to this House to-dav. 

Mr. TuRLEY: Remember the Transvaal pro­
posal was to be retrospective. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: Yes. There is one 
thing in connection with the franchi."e which 
should be mentioned. The leader of the Labour 
p3:rty made the distinct statement in this House 
th1s afternoon that we were asking for the 
franchise for the Uitlander without wishin" that 
he should take the oath of alleo-iance t~ the 
Republic of South Africa. That i; distinctly an 
absolute misstatement. 

lYir. DUNSFORD : He was questioning the 
nature of the oath. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: The nature of the oath 
is such that the hon. member for Charters 
Towers would not ask a black in this c<.untry to 
repeat it. The oath is a disgusting and brutal 
thing, and it is full of inuendoes and insults to 
the head of our Empire; and if you asked a 
Britisher to take it his very >o'omach would rise 
at it. 

Mr. FISHER: Have you read ours of 100 years 
ago? 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : I am dDling with the 
events. of the present year. This oath of allegi­
ance 1s required as it is required in every 
country. 

Mr. Gr.ASSEY: In every country in the wor:d? 
Mr. ARMSTRO='iG: And the uitlander is 

pr:pared to ta~e it, but you see the po~ition is 
th1s, that the U1tlander has to be two vears resi­
dent before he can be naturalised · ·and snp­
po;ing he takeq ~hat oath of allegi~nce to the 
Tr~nsvaal Repubhc, there may be another reso­
lutiOn of the Volhruad, and he may find himself 
now here. He has lost his ri;"hts as a British 
subject, and he 1s nowhere. -' 

:Mr. BELL: And Great Bribin exerci,es suze­
rainty over the 1'1 ansvaal. 

Mr. AIU1STRONG: And as the hon. member 
for Dalby reminds me-a fact I have forgotten to 
tm~ch upon all night-the country is under 
)3rttish suzerainty. 'I'he country wa,, given its 
mdependence by the I~nglish and by British 
blood. 

l\1E~IBERS on the Government benches: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. AR:MSTRONG : The country was insol­
vent and in rlanger of beirw overrun bv the 
Zulus, and the 13ritishsecured their positi~n for 
them and gave thr·m their independence. 

Mr. Du:o~s~'ORD: They fought for it and rrained 
it themsel v"s. " 

Mr. LERINA: They won it at Majub<t Hill. 
Mr. 'I'URLEY: Your statements are que;tion­

able, anyway. 
Mr. ARM:STRONG: Very well; I hold my 

statement of the case to be right. I do not tbink 
I sh01;ld close without touching upon one other 
questwn. Hon. members appertr to c<msider 
the present state of affairs to be attributable to 
the Jamicson ra.id. That may or may not be 
so ; I am not gomg to argue about it. I never 
approved of the J amieson raid, bnt I point out 
the contrast between what the Uitlander has 
asked Great Britain to do for those who are 
suffering injustice in the Transvaal, and what 
~he Bo~rs asked after Great Britain agreed to 
mdemmfy the Trar,svaal for the J amieson raid 
and the cost of suppreesing it. The President 
sent his bill along in due time, and this is it-
(1) Expenses of military and com- £ 8. d. 

mando services in connection 
With the raid .. . . . . .. . 136,733 4 3 

(2) Compensation to the Netherlands 
South Africa Railway Company 
for the use according to the con­
cession of the railway during the 
commando on account of the 
Jamieson raid 9,500 o 

£ s. a· 
(3) Disbursements for relatives of the 

killed and wounded .. . .. . 234 19 6 
(4) For annuities) pensions, and dis­

bursements to wido\vs and 
children of slain burghers, as 
also to wounded burghers, a 
totd sum of. ... . .. 

(5) Telegraph Department's expenses 
for overtime work, several ser­
vice telegrams in South Africa 
and se\·enl..l cablegrams . .. ... 

(6) Hospital expenses of the sick and 
wounded in Jamieson's troop ... 

(7) 1Iaintenance of the families of 
burgher:::; called up on active 
service during th~ raid ... . .. 

(8) Compensation to be paid to bur­
ghers who answered the call to 
arms, for their service:c.1 and for 
their trouble and anxiety ... 

(9) Account of costs of tbe Orange 
Free State . .. , . . . . . .. 

(10) Moral or intellectual damag-es ... 

28,243 0 0 

4,692 11 9 

225 0 0 

177 8 8 

462,120 0 0 

35,0ll 19 1 
1,000,000 0 0 

'l'otal £1,677,938 3 3 
I think that i·, a matter which at the present 
juncture should be stated. 

Mr. TcRLl<JY : The Chartered Company should 
have paid it, too. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : You will have noticed 
that the '"moral and intellectual" damages 
amounted to nearly one-third more than the 
whole of the other claims for compensation b 
widow" and laceration of feelings put together. 
You will see they made most ample provision 
for every one nf the burghers' families because 
they thought they might loot Great Britain. 
Here we are a"king for simple concessi<ms for 
our own people, and we find we cannot even get 
simple justice from the people of the Transvaal. 
I would just say that hon. members on both sides, 
when they read the,e things with nnbiased 
minds, must see that Great Britain could do 
nothing else but step in and help our fellow­
creatures there. 

HONOUI\ABLE l.VIEMBEI\S : Hear, he:>r! 
Mr. ARMSTROXG: :Further, I make this 

statement on the fioor of this House-that I 
regret to think that a m m in my own c<>lony 
could stand up here, in the Parliament of 
Queensland and call one of our own fiesh and 
blood who is willing to volunteer to assist to 
redress these grievances-call him a "cur " for 
doing '0. 

HoNOcRABLE lVIEolBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ARMSTRONG: I repudiate that, and I 

say that, though the hon. member leads the 
Labour party, and may aspire to a high position 
in politic3 in Queensland, he will find my words 
come true, when I say that those words of his 
will be remembered against him, and he will 
find that he has driven a nail in his coffin 
he will never be able to remove. 

HONOURABLE JYIE>IBERS : Hear, hear! and 
laughter. 

Mr. Al:CYISTRONG : I do not prophesy. I 
state wh t is a fact. The hon. member has 
burned his boats behind him, and though he may 
aspire to a high position in Queensland politics, 
so long as this community l'l"mains a British 
community, he will never see that position. 

An Ho:.-roURABLE :MEMBER: You are a false 
prophet. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: Very well; you will see 
if am a false prophet. I say, that so long as this 
remains a British community, he will never Eee 
that position. Far from speaking of the men 
who have volunteered to help their own fiesh and 
blood in the Transvaal in the way the hon. 
member has referred to them, I say I am proud 
of them, and they are brave men-braver men 
than the man who would slander them. 

HONOURABLE J\ilEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. :McDoNALD: You are one of them. 
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' Mr. ARMSTRO~G: I am proud of their 
action, and of the country in which the offer has 
been made. I say it iB not the coHtingent we are 
sending that is of account, but it is the sentiment 
our sending of them expresses. 

HoNOURABLE ::\h;IIIBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. AR1YISTRONG: We show by our action 

that the traditions ·we inherit from the laud from 
which we are sprung lose nothing by beinp; 
placed in our hands, and we are going to preserve 
and protect them. 

Mr. Buowr-;J<;: So long as we get 4<, 6d. a day. 
Mr. AR:HSTRONG : \V e show that we are 

really the descendants of the people who have 
always fought for the emancination of the sb ves, 
for the freedom of their own subjects, and the 
freedom of the world. 

Mr. STEWART: vVh,tt about Ireland? 
Mr. ARMSTRO~G: I am proud to think 

that we are going to lend a hand in this matter, 
and if it were possible for U'l to he sending more 
as ,istance I should vote for it. I hold th:,t 99 
out of every lOO reasonable men in Queensland 
will agree with the action propo,ed to be taken by 
the Government. 

HoNOURABLE lYIE)IB;;Rs: Hear, hear! 
The SECRI~TARY J<'OR AGIUCUL TURE 

(Hon. J. V. Chataway, .~Iackay): I beg to move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

:\:!:EMBERS of the Opposition: Oh, oh! 
The PHE:\HER: Before the motion is put, I 

desire to read a telegn,m from Sir George 
Turner. 

::VIr. DCNSFORD: It is unfair. 
Mr. FISHER: I rise t,, ,, p·.1int of order. 
The SPEAKER : vVhat io the point of order? 
Mr. ]'ISHBR : Tile point <>f order is this: I 

aek whetherthe Hon. the Premier will be in ord•cr, 
when the adjournment of the debate has been 
moved, in reading t!Jis telegram if it. reh>tes to 
the question which has been undfr diocuseion, 

The SPEAKER: The Hon. th, Premier is 
speaking to the motion fur adjournment, I 
under,;tand, and as far as he has gone, he cer­
tainly has not violated the rules of order. 

The PRE:\UER: The telegram is--
The following resolution was pa'"!;:.Jd last night in our 

Assembly by67 to 13 amidst great cnthnsiasm~namel5', 
''That this House dt,··dres tn exprr ,,s its loyalty and 
devotion to Her Majesty the Queen." 

Mr. KIDSTON : \Vhat has this got to do with 
the motion? 

The PRK\HI<m--
H And Hs sympathy with Her ::\Iajc:;;ty's Imperial Go­

vernment in the difficulties that have arisrm in t5outh 
Africa, and is of opinion that Vietoria should equip n.nd 
despatch a military torca for service with the lmJ:h'ri.tl 
army in the TrnmwaaJ." 

Mr. DUNSFORD: That is humiliating. 
The PREMIJ~R: I have risen to speak to the 

motion. \Vhcn in the earlier part 0f the day 
the hon. the member for Charters Tower,;, the 
le.>der of the Labour Opposition, proposed his 
amendment, he did it verbally, and I could not 
catch the exe~ct tenor of it. 

ME>IBEHS of the Opposition : Oh, oh ! 
The PREMIER : I have now obt1<ined a copy 

of it, and I srty at once that, as a matter of 
courtesy, the hon. member ought to have fur­
nished mP. with a copy of it hefure he submitted 
it to the Houee; but not having done so, I was 
unable to ascertain its full objtct and purport. 
I accept it now as a vote of want of confidence. 

JYlgMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: I accept it"" a vote of want 

of confidence, and I therefore> assent to the 
adjournment of the House until to-tnorrow. 

Mr. LESINA : That is what it was intended for. 
Mr. DA WSON : I may say that I h>we no 

objection to the adjournment of the debate 
under these special circumstances-that is, if the 
Hon. the Premier takes the amendment that I 
have moved as a vote of no confidence in the 

Government. Otherwise I would object to the 
adjournment. I wuuld like to say this: that I 
am not conscious of any want of courtesy to the 
hon. gentleman. I did what 1 thought I was 
entitled tn. I submitted it to the proper 
authority and found it was in order, and moved 
it in the ordinary course. The hon. gentleman 
was present when I moved it, and he listened 
VArv carefully to it. 

Mr. FISHER: And he replied to it. 
:Mr. DA WSON : He replied to it. What is the 

use of him rising up now and saying he did not 
understand it after he replied to it? I certainly 
think the hon. gentleman thought that the real 
meaning of the amendment I had moved was a 
vote c;f censure on the Uovernment, and it was 
his place, when he did reply to it, to have imme­
diately i,·,med the challenge be has issued now, 
moved the adjournment of the debate, and taken 
it then as a vole of no confidence, and have done 
with it. I think it was hi" plain anti clear duty 
to have done it then. I really am surprised that 
it has taken him se\eral hours to discover what 
was the real meaning of a simple amendment of 
that kind. 

Mr. S1'EWAl\T: Oh, he is a bit dense some· 
times. 

Mr. \V. JLniiTHON : He had no opportunity. 
Mr. DA \VSON : I mav ask the attention of 

hon. members to thiB fact-that the Hon. the 
Premier is in the habit of replying to something 
he does not understand. 

MEMBEHS of the Opposition: Oh, oh ! 
Mr. RYLAND : He has admitted that. 
Mr. STEWAHT: It was evident, from the reply. 
1fr. LESINA : Cruel, cruel! 
Mr. DA WSON: I do not wish to be rude; 

hut I should 'JJ,y it is evident every time he does 
reply. The hcin. l'entleman, I suppose, was in 
order. He took the opportunity to re ,d this 
telegram. \V ill he re' cl the telegram from South 
Australia which he did not read? 

The PREMIER: I have not got it. 
The TREAHt.:RE!l : Y on read it. 
Mr. DA \VSOJ\': I will read it-

Adelaide, 11th October. 
'fhe Le;rit-lative Council SIJent three and a-half hours 

discussing the motion authorising the equi11ment and 
cle~qntch of 12:) men for the rrransvaal. The Chief 
Secretary said the cost won id not be more than £10,000 
Tbe propos:tl was heartily supported by some members 
and ridiC'ulcd by other~'. The motion was eventually 
carried on the casting vute of the President. 

J\IEMBEHS on the Government side: Hear, 
heA,r! 

Mr. DAWSOX: 
In the A:.sembly the proposal W':t'~ debated until mid­

night. 'rhe Government 'vpre anxious to close the 
debate; but in a thin House an adjournment was ob­
tained on the casting vote of the Speaker. Surprise is 
expres::-ed at the small number of men offering their 
services. 

Mr. STEPHENSON : That is not much to set 
ag~tinst New Zealand and Victoria. 

Mr. FISHER: It is a good deal to set against 
Queensland at the present time. 

An HoNOURABLE MEliiBER: It is all nonsense. 
vVhy don't ynn drop it? 

Mr. DA WSON : I have merely rt a,d it in 
ord0J' tbat it may he pnt in as something to 
counterbalance the very favourable wire the 
Hon. the Premier reu,d--

Mr. HAHDACHE: He ought not to have read it. 
Mr. DA WSON: In supporting the motion for 

adjournment, I may repeat that I have no 
objection to accepting the gauntlet thrown down 
by the Lon. gentleman. 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC LANDS : Thrown 
den< n by you. 

Mr. DAWSON: Well, to his picking up the 
gauntlet and treating it as a vote of no coEfidence 
in the Gove1nment on tbis particular occa8ion. 

MEMBERS uf the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER : Hear, hear ! 
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Mr. DA WSON : I sn;•pose it will mean the 
usual thing--no other business shall intervene. 

The PRE1IIER : Yes, that is so. It will take 
precedence to-morrow. 

Mr. DRAKE (Enoggem): I felt a little bit 
set down by this motion fnr the adjournment of 
the debate moved by the Hon. the Secretary for 
Agriculture, under in,tructions from the head of 
the Government. It was the first time I have 
risen this session to address the House, and it is 
?ard that the Government should immediately 
mterpo'e and adjourn the debate. \Ve have heard 
a great deal to-night about British justbe. I 
should like to know what British justice there 
is in the Government allowing one of its own 
followers to hke up sever>ll hours in filling up 
Hansa1·d with a lot of inflammatory language, 
and, when a member on this side rises, puts up 
one of its own members to moye the adjournment. 
This is a time when the public mind of Queens­
land is being- influenced by all sorts of sensa­
tional telegrams, and when all sorts of sensa­
tion:tl statements are beit;g made by certain per­
sons. It is a time when the few people who keep 
their heads cool should h>tve an opportunity of 
expressing their opinion, and I for one protest 
against the action taken to-night by the Govern­
ment in allowing or.e side of the case to appear 
before the public in Hansard and puttiT'g up one 
of their own number in order to prevent debate. 
I 'ay, furLher, that the telegram that has been 
read by the hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Government ha' nothing at all to do with the 
adjournment of the debate. It is no justifica­
tion whatever for adj •mrning this debate; and, 
if it has nothing to do with the adjournment of 
the debate, I submit that the hon. g<mtleman 
was distinctly out of order in reading it. I pre­
sume we shall have an opportunity on some 
future occasion of expressing our opinion; but I 
think I am qnite justified on this occa,cion, 
before we adjourn, in recording, at all eYents, 
my protest against the action the Government 
have taken. 

~~1r. McDOi'<ALD (Ji'linders): I think the 
action of the Government, and e'pecially the 
head of tbe Government, under these peculiar 
circnmstances, 1s a shameful ac~ion, to put, it 
mildly. The hon. gentleman has now trF:tted 
the amendment of the ]c;:.der of the Opposition, 
after a certain amonntof debate has taken plaC'e, 
as J. no-confidence motion, and thus debarred the 
leaner of the Opposition from having any ""Y in 
the matter by way of reply. Surely the leader 
of the Government has been loDg enough in the 
House to have a knowledge of the forms of the 
House, and to know how to conduct the Govern­
ment. If he htts not the ability to conduct the 
Government, why doBs not he hand it over to the 
Attorney-General or the Secretary for Agricul­
ture? As a matter of fact the hon. gentleman has 
shown his incapacity to manage the afhirs of 
the country, and yet be spoke in the early part 
of the afternoon about the statesmanlike manner 
in which queensland had cffered troops to the 
Transvaal. Here he is now, allowing a speech 
of nearly three hours' duration to intervene from 
the time the hon. nwmber, J\Ir. Dawson, mov£·1. 
his amendment, and tben he calmly permits one 
of his own JYfinisters-he would not even get an 
ordinary follower of the Government to do it­
to ask for the adjournment of the debate. I 
think under the circumstances the Government 
ought to be severely censnred for the peculiar 
action they have taken to-night. If the Govern­
ment had taken that cour.<e when the leader of 
the Opposition moved his amendment I fancy 
there would have been no Jhjection to it. I said 
so at the time. Surely when that amendment was 
moved the hon. gentleman should have taken it 
as a no-confidence motion a.nd immediately moved 
the adjournment of the debate, But the hon. 

gentleman did not do that. He got up and made 
a long rambling speech in reply to the amend­
ment, and after he had made that long rambling 
speech what do we find? The hon. gentleman 
comes down now, at nearly 9 o'clock, and says, 
"I must admit I do not understand or know 
anything at all about the hnn. member's amend­
ment, or what I was talking about in that 
connection." That is practically the hm1. gentle­
man's admis-ion, and that is the present posi­
tion of affairs. And I may remind hon. 
members that for the last three hours there 
ha> been a whipping up all through the House­
an attempt to find out the position of the Govern­
ment-and they see that in the event of a divi­
sion being taken to-night it is quite pr•ssible they 
wonld be defeated, or if not defeated their 
majority would have been so narrow that it 
would have been almost impossible to send the 
troops away. That is the position at the present 
time, and if they arfl in the humiliating position 
of having to put up one of their own members to 
stonewall their own motion, and then afterwards 
to put up one of their own ::Yfinisters to move the 
adjournment of the debate, it is a positi<'n that 
no bCldy of men with any honour nr honesty in 
them, who are running the Government of the 
countr-y, would occupy for five minutes. 

Mr. BELL (Dalby): I rise to a point of order. 
Is the hon. member in order in uoing the expres­
sion he baR just used? 

The SPEAKER: To what expression does 
the hon. m em Ler refer? 

Mr. BELL : The expression was to the effect 
that no body of men with any honour in them 
would lJave taken the course the Government 
have taken. 

The I:OPEAKER: That is entirely out of 
order. It is unparliamentary, and I ·must ask 
the hon. member for Flinders to withdraw it. 

Mr. 1\lcDO:;:\I'ALD: I cheerfully withdraw it: 
I am sorry the hon. member for Dalby, with all 
his learning, did not quite catch my meaning. 
I meant to say that any body of men, with any 
political decency aLout them at all, could not 
remain the-re and keep the posiLion they hold. 

The SPEAKER : 'fhe language the hon. 
metnber is using now is also unpal'liamentary. I 
hope he will not proce8d in that course. 

Mr. McDONALD: I will chang-e my line of 
argument, and I will say a number of gentlemen 
who have a very high sense of honour, judged 
entirely from a political point of view-that it 
could not be im;1gined in any shape or form 
that those spotless gentlemen, with all the 
political Yirtue that it is pos&ible for men to 
Lave--

Th" SPEAKER: I must interrupt the hon. 
member. The question before the House is that 
the debate be now adjourned. I trust the dis­
cussion will be confined to that motion. 

Mr. McDONALD: I quite ag,ee with you, 
Sir, that that is the question before the House, 
and I <<m sorry that when the Premier started to 
m!tke the announcement he did he did not con­
fine himself to that, but deliberatel.y went out of 
hi· way to read a telegram to the Honse that the 
hon. gentleman, under the circnmBtances, should 
ha>·e kept to himself, and that compelled the 
le:>der of the Oppositiun, in reply, to read 
another telegram. However, I do not desire to 
continue the debate further. I only wish, under 
the circumstances, to ask the GO\ ernrnent t.o 
accept my sincere oympathy in the deeply 
humiliating position they are in at the present 
time. 

Mr. BRO\VNE (Croydon): I am rather sorry 
to hear the hon. member for Flinders so 
indignant about this motion for adjournment. 
I am rather pleased about it myself. During the 
last two or three hours there has been a process 
going on of counting heads. If the Government 
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had been in the position that there was a 
sufficient nu m her of members on the other side 
of the House to defe:tt the am8nument, the 
senior member for Charters Towers, the lead,;r 
of the Lab•:mr Opposition, would have been 
ignored, and we should have been spoken of as a 
faction. That not being the case, they have 
recognised the senior member for Charters 
Towers as the leader of the Opposition, and that 
he is not the leader of a faction, and they are 
prepared to fight it out as a <rrand principle 
that we have no confidence 'in them. I<'or 
that reason I am pleased to hear the motiun 
moved, and I intend to support it. It is no 
longer now a question of a faction. The senior 
member for Charters Towers and the members 
sitting on this side of the House are an Opposi­
tion which has no confidence in the Government. 
The Government recognise their own weakne,s. 
To use a phrase from the prize ring, they are 
"trying to get a little wind." For that pnrpos~ 
they propose to adjourn the Home, and for that 
re \SOU I. have very much pleasure in supporting 
the matron. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON (Cook): If the hon. 
member for :Flinders believes in his statement 
well and good, but I give him sufficient credit 
for common sense to think that he has not the 
slightest belief in the statement he wishes ~o go 
forth to the country. If he lcelieves the GO\·em­
ment have not a majority let him object to the 
adjoumment of the debate. 
* ~Ir. COWLEY (He1·be,·t): I >tm J>lnsed to 
he:1r from the hor. member for Croy<lon that 
the senior n:ember for Charters 'l'<>wers is now 
the leader of the Opposition. I connatnlate 
him upon it, and I hope he is prepared to Lke 
all the r<e<ponsibilities of his p .. sition. That 
being the c.•se I would remind the hon. member 
th>tt it is the custom in this Hous0, and indeed 
in all parliarnentary ::v~:sen1blies, to giv0 the 
Premier due notice of his inLntion to move a 
mfJtion of want of c0nfidence or cenr3nre. 

Mr. W. HAmLTON : Did you give the contents 
of your motion the ot.her night. 

Mr. COvVJ"EY: I gave notice for three days 
of that motion, but that is quite a 

[9 p.m.] different question. The Premier, 
in speaking just now to the adjourn­

mtJnt of the debute, said that when the amend­
ment of the leader of the Opposition-! am 
proud to give him his full title-was moved, 
he was not possessed of its full oignificance, and 
he was bound to reply :1s a matter of courtesy. 
The Premier replied-, i,Jthough he was not seized 
with the full significance of the amendment, 
Now, I know for a positive fact that it was so, 
and although hon. members on the other sicle 
have said that the "whip" on this ,ide has been 
sent round to count heads, and hence this 
adjournment, I am in a position to tell them 
that at a quarter to 7 this evening the Premier 
told me that he had, since the adjournment for 
tea, taken the view which be has now expre-sed 
of this amendment, and that he would cau,e 
the adjournment of the debate to b" moved at 
the earliest possible moment,, >tnd he did so, 
He sdi~ he was sorr.r indeed that he had not 
moved 1t before the hon. member for Lockyer 
commenced his speech, tmd he suggested that 
I should move it. I said I was quite willing 
to do so, but afterwards the hon. gentleman 
said to me that he thought it better that a 
Minister should move it because he would have 
the right of opening the debate again to-morrow, 
as he himself would be unable to do so-having 
already spoken. That is the position. I did 
not myself understand the significance of the 
amendment at first, and I hold that on a question 
like this, such an amendment should have been 
given notice of. The Premier, at least, shonld 
have had notice of it. 

HoNOURABLE ME>IBERS : Hear, hear! 
Mr. COvYLEY: I believe in everv Parliament 

in the British Empire when the leader of the 
Opposition proposes a vote of censure on the 
Government, he ha' the courtesy, if he has not 
had time to give notice in the usual way, to give 
it t.'J the Premier himself. 

Mr, DAWSON: \Ve did not !mow it was to be 
taken aq a vote of cPn~urA. 

II'L. CO\VLEY : 'rhe hon. member, when he 
moved it, intended it as such. \Ve have been 
told so. 

l\lr. BROWNE : vVbo told you that? 
Mr. COWLEY: The vice-president of the 

party said so-the member for Croydon. \Vhat 
1 say is thctt che Premier or any hon. member 
can be e1•sily excused for nut ,,eeing the fuil 
significance of the amendment as it was read out 
at the time. Now, if we turn to the "Votes 
and Proceedings" we will see that in the 
Governor's Speech it was distinctly said that this 
offer had been made and had been accepted by 
the Impc,ri·,l Government. 

IllE~!BI-RS on the Government sido: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. DHAKE: I rise to a point of order. h 
the ho:1. member in order in discussing the main 
que.:.tion? " 

'rhe SPEAKER: No. I think the hon. 
member is exceeding fair limits and is out of 
ort:er in spe • king to the main que,tion. 

Mr. COWLl!}Y: In justice to myself I merely 
want to ;·,ay that I \~-as not going tu diKcuss the 
main qm stion, bnt wanted to shm' how easy it 
would be through the action of the l8''d,or of the 
Oppt'sition him,elf on the Add re ,s in Heply, fc>t' 
the Prime :Minister, or ,ny other member to see 
the full signiHcance of the amendment, ec;pecially 
when we remember that hon. member'; opposite 
·,·ote.d unanimously on the Add res" in Reply. 

Mr. DAWSOX: Oh no! 
Mr. COWLEY: They voted unanimously. 

The question went on the voices. 
Mr. 1)Awsox: llead my s1~eech. Did I not 

s>ty what I w•w going to do? I did distinctly. 
Thlr. COWLJ£Y: Why did not tbe hon. 

member take his obj, ction on the Address in 
Reply. 

M.r. DAWSON: ReJd my speech. 
Mr. DRAKE: I again rise to a point of order. 

The hon. member for Herbert is continuing the 
deh~te in defiance of your ruling. 

An HONOUHABLE IIIIDIBlm: He should know 
better. 

:Mr. McDONALD: Give us all the same treat­
ment and we don't mind. 

Mr. STEW AHT: He is the ex-Speaker. 
The SPJ<~AKER: I h>tve expressed my opinion 

on the point of order, and I trust thett the hon, 
member for Herbert will not further transgress 
the rules of debate. 

Mr. CO\VLEY: I bow to your ruling, and 
will not tramgress furtber than t•> ,;ay that any 
hon. member might plEtad justification after the 
action of the leader of the Opposition on the 
Address in Reply. 

Mr. FISHER (Gyrapie) : I did not wish to 
trouble the Chamber on thi,, oc<':tc ion, and what 
I have Lo sa,y merely has reference to what has 
heen s:1id about the leader of the Labour 
Opposition. 

The PREl\IIER: I,e,.der of the Opposition now. 
Mr. FISHER: He has been made so by 

another member. 
Mr. ,J, HAMILTON: By the member for 

Crovdon. 
Mr. FISHER: What I wish to say io that it 

has been quite impossible to tell during the last 
nine yecus what the continuous Government 
would take a.s a w,mt of confidence motion, and 
I would like to a~ k if anyone on this side sub­
mitted a motion which they considered a want of 
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confidence motion they would take it a, such if 
th· y had plenty of supporters behind them? I 
remember a late leader of t~1e Opposition, 1\Ir. 
Powers, n1oving a n1ntion of \Vant of confidence 
direct, and it was neglected. 

The SEORE'rARY FOR PUBLIC LA:>D8: He did 
not carry it. 

11r. FISHER: Discourt·sy has l1P-en ch~rg·ed 
agaiu.Jt the leader of the Opposition in not giving 
thP Premier notic·J of the >1mendm nt. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR AGRIOULTGmc: Yon ne••d 
no~ defend him. He e•w take care nf him'·Jlf. 

Mr. J!'I>::lHER: The point is this. :\otic"' 
was given of a particular moi.ion by the Premi'r 
yeoterday. Ibd the le'ttler of the Oppo&iti<Jn 
any time to give clue nutice of his amendment? 

Mr .• T. HA:I!ILTON: Yes; plenty. 
1\Ir. FISHER: When'? 
Mr. J. HAmLTON: He had two or three hours 

in which to give notice. 
Mr. J:<'ISHER: Was the leader of the Oppo­

sition, on seeing the notice of m >tion by the 
Premier, to rush off at once tu the Premier with­
on" consult.ing his colleague·• anj han<l him his 
amendment? 

The PRE:I!IER: He might have handed it to me 
at half-past 3. He had plenty of timP. 

Mr. :FISHER: \Vhen th~ hun. gentleman 
moved his amendment he banded a copy of it to 
the Speaker, and if the hon. gentleman at the 
head of the Government hac! taken care to c m­
cluut the busim•·,; of the House carefully, he 
could have obtained the amendment and read it 
carefully. 

The TREASUHER: I rise to a puint of order. 
Is the hon. mc>mber in order in speaking to the 
motion? He is ready enough te> call others to 
order, but he is the mc.-;t disorderly person in the 
House. 

The SPEAKElt: The member for Gym],ie is 
following thu example set him by previuu> 
speakE>rs, aud is trant--\gr:::"'"dng the rule of re­
levancy in addressing himself to the main qu· s­
tion. I ask hon. members, if they wi><h to 
address the House further, to confine themsel 1·es 
strictly to the moti"n that the deuate be n"w 
adjourned. 

Mr. FISHER: I thank you f"r •hat ruling, 
and shall cArtainly obey it. I would like to say 
a word in reference to attempting to prevent any 
disorderly conduct. \Vhen I rais• l a point of 
order it ,,·as purely to preveut a deb.tte of this 
kind during such o, critic~] period. I thank you 
for calling me to order. I am always preparEd 
to obey the ruling of the Chair, and I defy anyone 
to show th:.t tluriog my experience in the House 
I have ever been guilty of def.) ing th-o Chair when 
calied to order. 

Mr. KIDSTOX (Bockhampton): Tbe lea ]er of 
the Oppoeition had not the <>pportnnity of 
r8plying to the statement made by the Premier. 
The hon. memb"r for Herbert comp'ained that 
the leader of the Opp,sition had not taken the 
proper course of stating that be would oppnse 
this on the ..:l.rldress in Reply, but when the 
leader of the Opposition was c;Jeaking on the 
AddreEo in Reply he distinctly gave th,, Gowrn­
ment to understand that if they ]'"<lpo,;ed to 
spend any money on <ending troov< to the 
Tmnsvaal it would be "P[losed from this side of 
the House. 

ME~IBGRS on \.he Opposition side: He::tr, hear! 
JHr. KIDSTOX : Here is Bansard, and this 

is what he ''·'"id--
The SECRETARY POR Pvm,IO LANDS : Is not 

that a debate of this session ? 
Mr. KIDSTON (quoting): "I can tell the 

hon. gentleman tb,,t if there is any cum of money 
on the R~tima,tes "--

The SPEAKER: The h<m. gentleman is 
quoting from a clebate of this se,sion and is 
therefore not in order, I have permitted him to 

' make a statement with regard to the remarks 
made by a previous speaker, and having done 
that I think he should be content. 

;\lr. KIDS TON: I want to make quite clear 
what th,, statement was. He gave the Premier 
t-1 understand at that time that if it was proposed 
to spend any money in sending 250 tronps to the 
Tr""ns,·a<tl when such a thing was proposed in this 
House, it. would be resolutely opposed by mem­
bers sitting on this side of the House, so that 
when the hon. gentlema,n gave notice of motion 
yeoterclay he must have known quite well that 
the l-•ader of the Opposition would directly 
oppose that motion. s,, the hon. member for 
He1·bu·t was not justifi cl in saying th~o~t the 
leader of the Oppo-ition had misseu his oppor­
tnnity or had ,prung a surprise on the House. 
Indeed the Premier uncl.- rstoocl the motion quite 
well to this exte,.,t. \Vhen the motion was 
moved this n.fterno,m he got np and said that if 
it was carried the Government would drop the 
"'hole proposal. Did he understand that the 
Government could drop a propne.,l of this sort 
at this 't~,::;e of the proceedings without it being 
eq·1ivalent to a vote of want of confidence? 
\Voulcl not the Government--

The SPEAKER : I think the hon. mc·mber is 
now departing from the question before the 
Hons~. 

Mr. KIDSTO:cf : I have no objection to the 
adjournment. I understand that the Govern­
ment require the adjournment to get their forces 
together. 

'l'he PREJ\o!IER: Try us now. 
;\fr. KIDS TON: J3eing British, I am quite 

prepared to allow them to gather up their forces 
and do the bPst they can to defend their position. 
It is a very b1Ld position; it will take them all 
their time to defend it, and so I offer no objection 
to the adjournment, because it is evident that 
the GovLrnment are in a hole, and that is why 
they ''ant the debate adj<ourned. 

The SECRE'l'ARY J<'OR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. D. H. llalrymple, .iliackay) : I think the 
motion for tlle adj<mrnment of the debate is a 
reasonable thing, seeing that this moticm is 
equivalent to a vote of v. :mt of confidence. The 
l:'remi••r ha, been blamed for not discovering 
before t.1at this w,,, a motion of want of confi­
dence, but I assert-not without fear of contra­
diction, because thtre are some hon. member,; 
that would ccmtradict anything-that the persons 
who conducted the busine;s and treated this vote 
ab though it were a vote of want of confidence, if 
the Premier, having no written notice did not 
detect it, il; was their businens to stop all other 
husine31· going on; and if anybody is to blame it 
is the learler of the Opposition, and the party 
which ~nctionrd this apparent departure from 
the rules of cleha.te in allowing the hem. member 
for Croydon to <'·mtinue the debate when be had 
no earthly right to do so. 

iYlr. TUHLEY (Brisb<me Sonth): I do not 
think the statement of the hon. member should 
be allowed to go llnchallenged. I do not think 
the leader of the Opposition is responsible 
because> the lc""d r of the Government did not 
accept the lnotion as a vote of want <>l confidence 
in the Government. How could the l<· .. ld<·r of 
the Or'Position be responsible for that? There 
have oft,on been votes moved in this House with 
the intention of being accepted as motions of 
want of eonficlence, and as a matt<>r of fact they 
have been passed over because the Government 
hcJ.cl not be'. n able to defend their position unless 
they bad time to whip up their followers. 
How can it be the fault of the ).eacler of the 
Opposition when he moved a motion which any 
reasomLb:e man, any sensible man, would take 
up immeJiately as a vo~e of want of confidence? 

The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC LANDS : You only 
just discovered it yourselves, 
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Mr. TURL~Y: The hon. gentleman states 
that it i' the fault, of the party nn this side, 
because the hon. member for Croydon happened 
to get up and continue the c!ebette. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BL!C LANDS : It had 
not been discovered that he had no right. 

Mr. TURLEY : It W<ts moved in this House 
about half-past 1, and yet the hon. gentleman 
setyc< it was only discovered abnut D o'clock that 
it was a vote of want of confidence in tre Go­
vernment. l<~v<eryone knows that according to 
the conduct of busines~ in this House, when" 
motion of that sort is moved, it is for the head 
of the Government to accept it as he thinks fit. 
If he accepts it cts a motion of want of confidence 
he imme•iiately moves the adjournment; if not 
he deebres, as he diri this afternoon, that if the 
vote is carried against him he will go no further 
with the motion. 

l\Ir. GIYENS (Caim•): I only rose to make 
cleqr one statement that has hitherto remained 
unchallenged. 'fhe hon. member for Herbert, 
Mr. Cowley, in spe'tking on the question of the 
adjournment of the debate, stated that the 
Premier told him at tea time that he discovered, 
that thB motion was equivale.nt to a motion of 
want of confidence, and that if he bad discm'ered 
it sooner he would have treated it as such, and 
moved the arljournment. After te3, when the 
hon. member for Lockyer was speaking, I db­
tinctly heard the Premier and other Ministers, 
by interjection, encouraging the hon. member 
for Lnckyer to con\ inue, t.hough toe hem. member 
had expressed his intention of not speaking at 
very great length. 

MEl\JBERS on the Opposition side: Hear, hear ! 
l\Ir. GIV:KI'\"S: That showed a distinct d'3ire 

on the part of the Pre1ilier and the other mem­
bers of the Gove,·nment to get a one-side,I stati"­
men~ into Hansard, and then close the debate, 
and ~bat is the rLasun that I protest agrtinst che 
adjournment. 

Question-That the debate be now adjourned­
put. and [Ja<secl. 

The PREMIER : I mc,ve that the resumption 
of the debate "t,and an Order of the Day for 
to-morr'lw, and that it take precedence of all 
other business. 

Questi<m put and pa"" ed. 
The Honse adjourned at twr.nty-three minutes 

past 9 o'clock. 




