
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

TUESDAY, 13 JUNE 1899 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



Adjournment. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TuEsDAY, 13 JuNE, 1899. 

Th<> SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3 
o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL ScHOLARSHIPS. 

Mr. McDONl'\ELL asked the Premier­
Before gazt>tting the regulations for 1899, dealing 

with graunna,r school scholarships, will the Govern­
ment comdder the advisableness of so framing the re­
gulations as to provil:le for-

1. rrhat competition be open to all boys and girls in 
Queen::-oland of the prescribed age, no matter where 
educated in the colony. 

~. rrhat succes~ful competit0rs shall be allowed-if 
they so choose-to take out a scholarship at any high 

. school or college in Queensland, approved of by tile 
Secretary for l)ublic Instruction. 

The PHEl\HER replied-
The advi~ablcness of mnending the regulations 

dealing 'vith grammar school scholarships has for some 
time past been under the consideration ot' tlle Govern­
ment, and is still receiving their attention. 

CUI\Pl!Y·STREET WHARl!'AGI!J SITE. 

Mr. HIGG8 asked the Treasurer-
!. IIa.ve the Government received an offer to purchase 

the river frontage at the foot of Curphy street, Bris­
bane? ,. 

2. H the Government inteml to dispose of the said 
river frontage, will they put the site up for sale by 
auction or b.Y sealed tender r 

3. Have the Government any objection to dedicate 
the site to the Brisbane Municipal Council to be used 
for public purposes? 

The THEASUHEH replied-
1. :'<o. 
2. The Government do not intend to dispose of the 

said river frontnge. 
3. At the present time the ~ite is under the control 

of the llrisbaue Municipal Council by virtue of clause 
237 of the Local Government Act of 1878. 
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FEDERATION AND THE UNEMPLOYED. 
Mr. PLUNKETT asked the Pr8mier-
Is it the intention of tlle Government to reserve areas 

of land in the vicinity of the cities and tmvns of the 
c·llony for the vurpoRe of finding work for the un­
employed, in the event of Qneenslund federating with 
the oth~r colonies umler this Commonwealth Bill? 

'l'he P l:tl<Jl'IIIER replied-
No. Governmeut believe that work for the employ­

ment of labour will he considerably inm·ensed by 
acceptance of t.llw Commonwealth Bill. 

RE:IfUNERATION OF MR. BEN TILLETT. 
Mr. D A \VSON asked the Premier, without 

n<ltice : \Vhat remuuerrrtion, if any, or what 
lump Rum, if any, is to b0 pc.id to the newly­
appointml immigration lecturer, Mr. Bc,n TilleLt? 

The PREMIJ~R: Acco•·ding to the advice 
forwar.led by the Ag•mt-General, Sir Horace 
Tozer, the sum to be paid to :\1r. Tillett for 
twenty lectures, delivered in various parts of the 
old country, is at the rn,te of £7 per lectur~-to 
cover all expenses connected with his travelling, 
rent of halls, and other things. 

Mr. lluNSFORD : Are the lectures to be on 
imrnigration? 

'fhe PREMIER: On immigrn,tion. 

DEATH OF MRS. GLASSEY. 
The SPEAKER : I have to inform the Houoe 

thnt I httve received the following letter from the 
hon. member for Bundaherg, :Mr. Gln,ssey :-

Brishane, 
12th June, 1899. 

)fr. SPEAKER,-
! beg to tender to the members of the Lcgi:-:;lative 

Assembly, through you, the grntcfnl thanks of my 
family ~md \,,elf, for the very kindly references, touching 
the death of ::\fr~. GlasRey, tbnt were mn.fle in the 
AsRcmbly on I~l'iday last, by the I-Iononrnbk the 
Premier, Mr. Dawson, and l\:lr. Lea by, antl so sympa­
thetically received by members on both silles of the 
House. 

I have the honour to be, 
Mr. Speaker, 

Yours gratefully, 
TH03IAS GLASSEY. 

AUSTRALASIAN FEDEI{ATION 
ENABLING BILL 

THIRD !lEADING. 
The PREl\Ill<}R: I move that this Bill he now 

read a third time. 
Mr. STKW ART: I bvg to move as an 

amendment that n,]] the words after "that" 
be omitted with the view of inserting " the Bill 
be read a third time this day three weeks." I 
do this for the purpose of drawing attention to 
what I consider to be a distinct breach of faith 
on the part of the hon. gentleman in charge of 
the Bill. I think every hon. member will 
recollect that n, promise was given that if hon. 
members would be brief, and speak only once 
during the discnssion on schedule 2, the reporting 
would be as on the second reading of a Bill ; 
that is to say, that hon. members would he 
reported fully. I find that the speeches of 
several members, my own amongst the number, 
have been condensed as in committee. I do not 
think that is at all fair. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition side : Hear, hear! 
Mr. STE\V AUT : The promise wa" made by 

the Premier; we nccepted it in good faith, and it 
has not been carried out. The result is that the 
speeches of several ban. gentlemen who are anti­
billi tes are reported only in the most meagre 
form, whilst those of several hon. members who 
are billites are reported at full length. Tbe hon. 
gentlemrm may perhaps make the excuse that it 
is usual after 11 o'clock to condemm the reporting, 
but I maintain thn,t the hour at which a speech 
is delivered should not affect the revorting of it. 
\V e had a distinct promise that each speech 

should be reported; there was no mention of any 
hour, no agreement that hon. members should 
not speak after 11 o'clock, or that if they d1d 
they would speak n,t the risk of their speeches 
being nhbreviatbd. \Vhat the hon. gentleman 
should have done, if he desired the ordinary 
rules of reporting to be carried out, was to 
have adjourned the debate. If I had been 
under the impression that my speech would be 
condensed, I certainly would have moved the 
r1rljournment of the debate, and I would have 
pre,sed the mc,tinn. ThB hon. gentlemRn must_ 
recognise that if he" desired the debn,te to close 
on Friday night or Snturday somebody perforce 
must speak last; and why sbould the last spen,ker 
be penalised in this fa,hion? It is just n,s 
important that the utterances of one member 
should go before his con~titnents and the country 
as that the utterances of another member should 
go before his constituentq and the country, but 
nnder the arrangement made by the hon. gentle­
man the reporting has been of a most partial 
character. I say again, this is a distinct breach 
,,f faith on the part of the hon. gentleman at 
tbe head of the Government. Of course the 
thing is past remedy now, but this must show 
the country how unfairly the hon. gentleman is 
inclined to treat hon. members who may be 
oppoeed to him, but whose views have just as 
much right to be put before the country as the 
views of the hon. gentleman. 

TheSPEAKEH: The question wn,s-Thnt the 
Bill be now read a third time, since when it has 
been moved by way of amendment--

Mr. CO\VLEY: I would ask you, Mr. Speaker, 
if the amendment has been seconded? 

The SPJ<}AKEH: I intend to inquire whether 
the mnendment is to be seconded. 

Mr. HARD ACRE : I second the amendment, 
but I do so not with the desire of charging the 
Premier with any breach of faith, though, as a 
matter of fact, the promise was not carried out. 
I do not know whose fault it is, but in regard to 
my bwn speech I find tlmt it has been condensed 
in such " way that, in parts, my meaning is dis­
torted--it does not carry out the points I made 
in the speech. I support the ::>mendment for 
the second reason tlmt I do not think this 
Parlia:nent should carry on the policy of as~ist­
ing New South \Vales feclemlists to carry 
the Bill in New South \V ales. I believe 
the endeavonr of this Parliament to pass the 
Bill if possible before the referendum in New 
South \Vales on the· 20th June may lend 
encouragement to the New South Wales federal­
ists, and I do not t.hink that should be done in 
Queensland. I think at least we might wait 
until the 20th is past, and not take sides to help 
either the federalists or the anti-federalists. I 
believe every attempt hn,s been m>vle by the 
federalists here to get it paosed, so that the New 
South \Vales federalists mn,y say, "The Bill has 
!wen passed in Queensland, and you may as well 
pass it in New South Wales, because Queensland 
is coming in, and it will not do for you to stand 
out." 

The HOME SECRETARY: They are always a 
step ahead of us. 

Mr. HAUDACRE: I know what is intended, 
and I strongly object. I think we might let 
them stand or fall on their own ground, and our­
selves talw the vote on onr own ground. J<'or 
my part I think it would be much better to leave 
the matter entirely over here until the refer­
endum has been taken in New South Wales. It 
is possible that the referendum may not be 
carried in New South \Vales, and then there 
would he no ne~essity to pass the third reading 
of this Bill at n,ll. 

The SPEAKEit : I would like, before the pro­
ceedings go further, to say a few words in re~ard 
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to the com_plaint of the hon. member for Rock­
hampton North, Mr. Stewart. He charges the 
Premier with having broken some arrangement 
he made with the House as to the reporting of 
debates ; but I would remind members that the 
Premier has no control over the Hansard report­
ing staff. 

Mr. KERR: Why did he give the promise? 
The SPEAKER : I am not aware what pro­

mise the Premier gave. I may inf,.rm the 
House, however, that the Premier addressed 
a letter to me, as Speaker, expressing the 
wish that, as the debate on this question was 
likely to be one of the first importance, instruc­
tions might be given to the gallery for a full 
report of the speeches. Agreeing with the 
Premier's suggestion, I gave the necessary in­
structions to the chief of the Hansard staff, ::tnd 
I believe they were carried out. l3ut the 
l~riday's sitting was protracted to a very late hour, 
as hem. members are aware; and about midnight 
the Principal Shorthand ·writer came to me and 
reported that in view of the small staff the 
reporters were getting exhausted, and he could 
not keep up full reporting all night. Now it has 
been the practice for some time, I understand, to 
take a full report until about 11 o'clock, after 
which hour the reports of speeches are very much 
abridged; but, having regard to the importance 
of the debate then proceeding, I expressed a wish 
to the chief of the staff that full reporting should be 
continued to as ]ate· an hour as possible, and that 
when condensatwn was fonnd necessary it should 
be done as gradually as possible. To what extent 
condensation had eventually to be resorted to I 
am not a.ware, hut I should like to say, in justice 
to the chief of the Hansa1·d staff, that during the 
greater part of tha session he has been working 
shorthanded, as one of the regular members of 
the gallery staff has been laid up with a se verA 
illness. Application was made for an additional 
reporter, and that application was granted. An 
additional reporter was employed to take the 
place of the absent member of the staff hut he 
only. remained in the gallery for a sho~t time, 
retmng to take up other work. Since that time 
the vacancy has not been filled, so that the 
Hansard staff has been working somewhat at a 
disadvantage. Those are the facts of the case · 
which I think the House should know and i 
have stated them at this enrly stage in or:! er that 
hon. members on both sides may be acquainted 
with the exact position of affairs. 

HoNOURABLE MEi\IBllRS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: The hon. member for Rock­

hampton North has accused me nf a breach of 
faith with the House, inasmuch as he contends 
that I represented to the House--

Mr. UOWLEY: I rise to a point of order. Is 
there any question before the House? 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Yes, the amend­
ment. 

Mr. COWLEY : Has the amendment been 
put? 

The SPEAKER : Yes. 
Mr. COWLEY : I never heard it. 
The SPEAKER : I stated the amendment to 

the House. 
:Mr. COWLEY: Then I certainly apologise, 

but after tbe hon. member for Leichhardt re­
sumed his seat I did not hear the amendment put. 

The PREMIER : The ban. member for 
Rockha~upton North has accused me of a breach 
of faith, but after the explanation which the 
Speaker has given to the House, he and otber 
hon. members will see that I have endeavoured 
as far as possible to fully keep faitb with the 
House in the representations I made. The 
representation I made was that in committee 
on the 2nd schedule of the Bill the Han8ard 
staff would be instructed to report hon. members 
as fully as on a second reading debate if it was 

understood that hut one speech was to be made 
by each bon. member. I must say that hon. 
members on both sides strictly upheld that rule 
of procedure, which I gratefully recognise. 
However, I wish it to he understood that I 
have no immediate control over the Hansard 
staff, but the statement I made to the House 
waH mac1e in the presence of J'.1r. Speaker, 
and I subsequently confirmed it by addressing 
him by letter. As he himself has told us, he 
communicated to the H<msard staff my desire­
what I had expressed to the House. I was 
certainly under the impression that as far as 
possible the Hansm·d staff would report fully to 
the end of the debate; and it has been news to 
me to-day to find that hon. members who spoke 
early on Saturday morning were not reported to 
the full extent that their remarks deserved. At 
the same time I can point this out to hon. 
members, and especially to the hon. member 
for Rockhampton North, that he himself and 
the hon. member for Leichhardt expressed them­
selves as sensible, that at that early hour of the 
morning it was an inconvenient time to address 
the House, and both of them made their 
remarks remarkably brief. I certainly ex­
pected the hon. member for Rockhampton North 
to have addressed us at much greater length, 
and the h<m. member for Leichhardt also; but 
both of tbem admitted that speaking at that early 
hour it was inc•mvenient to do so. They them­
selves recognised the great strain upon the 
reporting staff, and did not speak at the 
length which tlwy would ordinarily have done. 
But the bon. mmnher for Rockhampton, Mr. 
Kid•ton, proceeded to addre.ss us at very great 
length indeed, and I point out to that hon. 
member and to those who sit with him that he 
addressed for the most part, if not empty 
benches, somnolent members, and it is pos­
sible that the soporific effect of the hon. mem­
ber's speech may have affected the Hansa,-d 
staff as it did hon. members who were 
listening to him. I want to relieve myself 
of the charge of having broken faith in any 
way with the Chamber. It was not my 
desire, and if it has occurred tbat Hansa,·d has 
reduced the report of hon. mcrp.bers' speeches it 
was done without my cognisance, and without 
any communication from me to the Speaker or 
to the staff. I never communicated with them 
directly or indirectly, and I understood that they 
would carry out what had been intended. I 
am myself very sorry that this should have 
occurred, because I wished that hon. members 
should have no complaint to make at all in this 
respect. Hon. members will admit that I gave 
the fullest opportunity for debate npon the 2nd 
.Gchedule, but it was certainly desirable that we 
should conclude the debate last Friday evening 
to get the Bill up to the other House to-day. I 
will tell hon. gentlemen why: Hon. members 
opposite have heen particularly desirous to give 
additional facilities for men to be registered on the 
rolls, but until this Bill becomes law, instructions 
to the electoral registrars cannot he is"ued. \V e are 
approaching very closely to the 4th July, the last 
day upon which"registration can take effect, and 
if the paqsage of the Bill is delayed in the manner 
desired by the hon. member for Rockhampton 
North, and as supported by the hon. member 
for Leichhardt, it will nullify altogether the 
benefits to be obtained by the amendment intro­
duced into the l3ill by which fresh voters could 
be obtained on the rolls. If hon. gentlemen 
want to give effect to that provision-to obtain 
an enlarged m)mber of voters on the occasion of 
the referendum-there is no time to be lost in 
having that measure transmitted to another 
place and made law. I regret that this occasion 
for complaint has occurred, but I cannot see that 
anybody is to blame in the matter, as we could 
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hardly expect the H ansard staff to pursue 
throughout the long hours of the night and the 
early hours of the morning that close reporting 
which commands our praise and which they make 
with so much accuracy and ability during the 
early hours of a sitting. · 

Mr. STEW ART: Then get a bigger staff. 
The PREMIER: If some hon. members who 

spoke earlier in the debate were more fully re­
ported, it must be said in fairness to the staff that 
it was not owin!l' to any desire to preclude the 
opinions of other hon. members being submitted to 
the country as fully as possible. I think this ex­
planation should suffice. I hope that though hon. 
members may consider that they have not been 
reported as fully as they desired, there is a 
stronger duty before them, and that is to allow 
the people of the country an opportunity of 
deciding upon this measure. I cannot see that 
in dealing with this measure we are necessarily 
influencing the referendum in New South \Vales 
one way or the other. We are acting here 
entirely independent of that. 

Mr. STEWART: vVe are not. 
The PREMIER: It is far better for us to 

deal with the measure before the referendum is 
taken in New South Wales, than to have it 
appear, by acting subsequently, that we are 
merely following out the idea of New 8outh 
Wales. 

Mr. STllWART: That is what you are doing. 
The PREMIER: Not at all. We are anticipat­

ing the referendum in New South \Vales. vVe 
~annot be accuRed of following suit when we 
are anticipating the action of the other colony. 
Having had such a long and good debate upon 
the subject as we have had; having brought the 
Bill to this stage, and the other House being 
ready to receive it, I do not .see why, even if 
there has been anything to complain of-and I 
cannot admit that there has been-I do not see 
why all our efforts should be neutralised by the 
electors being precluded from the earliest pos­
sible opportunity of fully con•idering this very 
important measure. I trust, therefore, that the 
hon. member for North Rockhampton will not 
pre•s his amendment, but that he will allow the 
Bill to proceed without further interrnption. 

Mr. DA 'VSON: I am pleased that the ban. 
member for Hockhampton drew attention to 
this matter in the manner he has dont>, and I 
should have been more pleased if the Premier 
had generously admitted that a mistake had 
been made somewhere or by someone- But the 
hon. g-entleman continually harped on the state­
ment "if" a mistake had been made. There is 
no doubt at all that someone is in fault. 
vVhether it is the chief of the Hansard staff or 
the hon. gentleman at the head of the Govern­
ment does not matter; the fact is that a fault 
has been committed by someone, and it is too ]ate 
now to say" if" a mistake has occurred. Any hon. 
member who chooses to look up IIansard will 
get proof positive about the unfairness of the 
report of that debate. I should like to remind 
the hon. gentleman that we have no desire, and 
never had any desire, to prevent him getting his 
Bill np to its present stage ; but what we did 
bargain for, and what was distinctly understood 
between both sides of the House, was that if we 
permitted the hon. gentleman to get his Bill up 
to its present stage every facility should be given 
h<m. members for full and free discussion. 

The PREMIER: Well, that was given. 
Mr. DA WSON :,That members on one side 

and members on the other side should have every 
facility to fully and freely discuss the Con man­
wealth Bill from any standpoint, and give their 
reasons for accepting or rejecting the Bill, and 
for advising the people of the colony to accept or 
reject it; and it was distinctly understood· the 
speeches of hon. members would be fully reported 
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in Hansard, and circulated side by side among 
the people of the colony. That was a distinct 
understanding; but now we find that while there 
has been full and free discussion there has not 
been full and free reporting. The Premier said 
the hon. member for Rockhampton spoke to 
empty benches and to a tired gallery, and for that 
reason the hon. member was not permitted to 
speak to an anxious country who wish to read 
what he has got to say on the question. The 
hon. gentleman should distinctly understand 
that on an important question like this-and on 
any great question-an hon. member may be in 
a minority of one; he may have not the slightest 
hope in the world of convincing any member 
sitting in this Chamber, and he has no desire t_o 
convince Hansa1·d; but he takes advantage of hJS 
opportunity to address himself to the electors of 
the country for them to decide whether he is 
taking up a right or wrong position. If hon. 
members choose to go to sleep or to go on the 
veranda and have a smoke, and hon. members 
are then not to be reported, then hon. members who 
choose not to listen to my remarks can go outside, 
and I should be adflressing empty benches, and 
consequently would not be reported. I would 
point out that the arrangement made between the 
hon. gentleman and myself in this matter has not 
been faithfully carried out. For that I do not 
blame the h<m. gentleman himself ; he has stated 
that he knew nothing of it. But, notwithstand­
ing that, the compact has not been kept so far as 
the reporting is concerned. Our portion of the 
compact has been kept ; some members on thi'! 
side, notwithstanding the fact that they are strong 
anti-billites, and had a very great desire to 
block the Bill and prevent it reaching its 
present stage, only spoke once, and did not move 
one sohtary amendment, as they might have 
done. Had it not been for the compact which 
was made, I believe that the Bill would not have 
reached its present stage; we should to-day have 
been discussing the 2nd schedule of the Bill 
with the Chairman of Committees in the 
chair. I am quite satisfied that if the hon. mem­
ber forHockhampton, Mr. Kidston, and the hon. 
member for North Rockhampton, Mr. Stewart, 
had known when they rose at an early hour on 
Saturday morning that they would not he as 
fully reported as the hon. member for Bulloo­
who made the strongest speech in favour of the 
Bill-they would have declined to rise at that 
hour of the morning, and members on this side 
of the House would certainly have supported 
them m pressing for an adjournment of the 
debate. And we should have been perfectly 
justified in doing so. If, after the arrangement 
which had been made, it was found that the 
Hansard staff were too tired ; that the strain 
upon them was too great, so that it was physi­
cally impossible for them to do the work, it was 
the duty of the hon. gentleman to come here and 
let the House know that, and ask for an adjourn­
ment of the debate, and let the remaining 
speakers address the Committee to-day, when 
the H ansm·d staff was fresh. 

The PREMIER : But he did not know that. 
Mr. DA WSON: He oug-ht to have known 

that the strain on the Hansard staff was too 
great, and that it was utterly impossible for 
them to do the work. Had I been aware 
of the fact I should have pressed very strongly 
for an adjournment, instead of advising my 
friends to go on and finish the debate, and giv­
ing them the assurance that they would be fully 
reported. In order that hon. members may 
see how unfair the report is, I would point out 
that the hon. member for Bulloo is reported to 
the extent of fifteen columns of Hansard, and a 
great portion of that speech is an attack on the 
position held by the hon. member for Rockhamp­
ton, Mr. Kidston, and the hon. member for 
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North Rockhampton, Mr. Stewart. The hon. 
member for Rockhampton spoke for one and a­
half hours1 and he is given less than four columns, 
while the hon. member for North Rockhampton, 
who spoke for over an hour, is given less than 
three columns for their defence to the attack 
made by the hon. member for Bulloo. vVhat 
will their constituents say if attention is not called 
to tlw matter? I say their position is not fairly 
represented in Hansa1·d, and the sooner that 
kind of thing is put a stop to the better. 

Mr. McDONALD: Let us have their speeches 
now. 

Mr. DA WSON : I do not know that even 
that would be fair; those hon. members would 
cerbinly have a delicacy in doing it, and even if 
they had not, as they did not know till the 
eleventh hour that they were not reported, they 
would not be prepared to make as full a reply to 
the criticisms a;sainst them as they would have 
done had they known that the debate was going 
on in the ordinary course to·day. The nn 
plea-santness which has risen to-day will affect 
me in thi,; way : that I shall be very chary about 
making arrangements in future. 

Mr. KIDSTON : ·when I saw how very much 
my speech was abbreviated in Hansard, although 
I naturally did not like it, yet, when I heard 
your explanation, Sir, of what was undertitood to 
be the cau"e of the shortening of the report, I was 
inclined to accept that exj,htnation. But having 
heard the flippant manner in which the Premier 
dealt with the matter I am not inclined to accept 
it. I do not care who is at fault, but a fault has 
been committed somehow. \Vhen I got up to 
speak on Friday night, I would very much 
rather have been in my bed, as I had been 
unwell for a weAk previously, and was very 
unwilling to speak that evening. The House 
was very unwilling to listen to me, or to anyone 
else for the matter of that, nu matter who he was. 
The House was dead tired, and sick of the whole 
thing, and would very much rather have been 
at home and in bed. I should very much have 
preferred to have seen the debate adjourned and 
spoken to-day, and I know the House would have 
preferred it also; but the Premier insbted upon 
the debate clo"ing that evening. Now, what 
was an hon. member to do? \Vas he to hold his 
tongue altogether on this important quPstion, or 
was he to get up and speak ? It was not the 
men who spoke at the end of the debate who 
made the debate so long. I eat here from half­
past 3 o'clock till 1 o'clock liBtening to other hon. 
members before I S>1id a word. I would much 
have preferred not having to speak till to-day; 
and now I am not reported. My speech is cut 
down to one-third of what it should be. The 
Premier distinctly approves of the reporters in 
the gallery cutting down my speech-he thinks 
it was quite natural on their part to cut it 
down. Whoever is in fault in this matter, thie 
is unquestionably the broad result of it-that the 
promise made by the Premier to this House ha~ 
been falsified, and the hon. gentleman has so 
small a sense of honour that he only considers it 
a laughing matter. He says it is not his fault­
it is somebody else's fault-that an officer of this 
House-a paid servant of this House-has 
falsified the promise the hon. gentleman made, 
and the hc>n, gentleman considers it a matter 
to joke about. The natural consequence of 
action of this sort to a man like myself is to 
make him get up now and deliver his speech 
over again ; and I point this out because it shows 
the small-sighted policy either of thf' reporting 
staff or of the Premier, or of anyone else in adopt­
ing this course. As to the excuse which you, 
Mr. Speaker, made to the House, it seemed 
ab first sight to be a very valid excuse 
for the action of the reporting staff. Still, 
let me say that the Legislative Council had 

not been sitting all last week, and this House 
had not been sitting late any previous night, 
and that consequently the complaint made 
by the reporting staff that they were one 
man short was not a very valid excuse after the 
distir1ct promise made by the Premier that the 
debate would be reported in full. 'They had had 
no Legislative Council rlebates to report-they 
had only this House to report. And now let me 
soty something further-I mn distinctly given to 
understand that the chief of tl:e reporUng staff 
had assistance offered to him to fill the place of 
the absent man, and that there was really no 
excuse of that sort. 

Mr. FISHER: You should be snre of that. 

::\Ir. KIDS TON: I would not say a thing of 
the sort if I were not sure of the facts. \Vhat­
evBr the cause of the abbreviation of the report 
after 12 o'clock, the result of it i" that at least 
four speakers- I think a!t11ost all the speakers 
who came after that hour-were strong opponents 
of the Bill, and that; con,equent:y tile speeches 
of four strong opponents of the Bill are abbre­
viated to such an extent as to very much diminish 
the effect that their O!•inions might have had in 
the country. It is just as well that the C<•untry 
-or at least that small part of it which may be 
intere•;ted in what those four members had to 
say against the Bill-should understand that, in 
spite of the distinct promise of the Premier, the 
reporting staff practically took it into their own 
hands to ahhrevirtte the report of the speeches of 
opponents of the Bill, and that the Premier 
considers that kind of thing is only a matter to 
joke about. It makes more stl'iking than ever 
the very unfair means that are being resorted 
to, and tlu1t are likely to be resorted to dming 
the next ·two months, to attempt to hustle this 
measure down the throats of the people of 
(~neensland. 

HoNOURABLE lVIEMllEHS: Hear, hear ! 
The HoN. G. 'THORN: There is a way 

out of the difficulty. There is no doubt that 
the report stage should only have been reached 
to-day. I had a little amendment to move, but 
at that hour of the morning I knew that what 
I had to say would not be reported, although 
what I had to say was very important. How­
ever, there is a way out of the difficulty. I ask 
your ruling, JHr. Speaker, as to whether, accord­
ing to the Constitution Act, a message from His 
J<;xcellency the Governor should not have been 
mentimwd by you before the Bill was intro­
duced in committee? I am certain that 
that is the proper course to follow, and, 
as that was not done, this debate should 
begin de not·o. I do not know whether you 
noticed it or not, but I noticed that t.he Bill was 
irregularly introduced, hut I did not like to say 
anything. I knew that if you did not rule in 
accordance with my views I should have no other 
opportunity of speaking on the matter. I would 
like to ask for your ruling as to whether the Bill 
was properly initiated in accordance with the 
provisions of the Constitution Act or not? 

The SPEAKER : If Lhe hem. member desires 
to have my ruling on the point, I rule that the 
Bill is properly before the House. 

Amendment (1lir. Stewart's) put and negatived. 
Question-'l.'hat the Bill be now read a second 

time-put and passed. 
'The Bill was then passed, and ·ordered to be 

transmitted to the Legislative Council by mes­
sage in the usual form. 

HEALTH OFJ!'IOER AT THURSDAY 
ISLAND. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON, in moving-
That there he laid on the table ol the House copies 

of all correspondence which passed between the Home 
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Secretary and Mr. William C<tmpbell respecting the 
possible appointment of Dr. Salter as Health Officer 
during the absence on leave of ur. Tilston-
said : I move this in compliance with a request 
of a previous Premier of this colony, the Hon. 
John Douglas, now Government Resident at 
Thursday Island, and I will give one or two 
quotations from a letter I have received from 
him, which will, I think, justify the House in 
granting the request for these papers. Mr. 
Dongbs says-

I :un anxious to obtain a copy of tlJe rorrespondence 
which passed between \fr. William Campbell and the 
Home Secretary respecting the possible a-ppointment of 
Dr. Salter as Health Ollicer during the late absence on 
eave of Dr. Tilston. 'l'he copy or a letter from Mr. 

Camp bell to the Home ~ ecrctary has been privately 
circulated here. It contains a statement with regard to 
myself which is not true, and which is injurious to my 
reputation as Hn adviser of the Government in my posi­
tion a~ Resident. I desire to have an opportunity of 
contradicting it, and or correcting any impression which 
may have been conveyed by it to the Home Secretary. 
He further says-

! apply to you as member for this district in a matter 
which eoncerns me privately, and I desire to have an 
opportunity of publicly contradicting statements 
which have been 1nade privately to my disadvantage. 
I do not see how I can do this without adopting the 
course of securing the printing of the correspondence 
referred to. 
If there is any reason why the return should not 
be given I should be glad to hear it. 

Mr. DA \VSON: I called "not formrtl" to 
this motion, because I deoired to have some 
reason given for calling for the'IR papers. I have 
received certain information myself concerning a 
personal quarrel between two individuals at 
Thursday Island who are mentioned in this 
motion, and I wanted to know if thPre was any 
good reason why such documents should be given 
either to one side or the other. The hon. gentle­
man has read an extract which shows that it is 
the desire of the Government Resident to have 
these papers, .and of course I shall offer no 
objection to the papers being laid on the table of 
the House for the protection of a Government 
officer holding the most important position on 
Thursday Island. Had the papers being asked 
for by either one or the other of the persons 
mentioned in the motion, I should have objected, 
because I do not think it is the duty of the 
Government to interfere in private quarrels. It 
has been stated that the document was circu­
lated by the Home Secretary, and I had intended 
a• king a question about it-whether it is usual to 
send out of the department documents which have 
been sent there in confidence. Those are the· 
only reasons why I objected to the motion going 
as '' for1nal. '' 

The HOME SECRETARY: I personally 
have not the slightest objection to these docu­
ments being laid on the table of the House. It 
appears to me to be "a storm in a teacup.'' 
There appears to have been some bad feeling be­
tween Mr. Campbell and Dr. Salter. I may tell 
the leader of the Labour Opposition that he is 
entirely mistaken in supposing that I had circu­
lated anything; I do not hesitate in giving the 
statement a flat denial. The hon. member has 
been misinformed. I do not at all hold with the 
view that it is no part of the duty of the Govern­
ment to lay papers on the table if they are likely 
to foster private quarrels. If one man writes to 
a public department about another man, unless 
there is some 8tate reason against it, the man 
attacked is entitled to see the correspondence and 
to answer it. 'l'hat is the reason why I should 
have no hesitation in laying the whole of the 
correspondence on the table, and it was that feel­
ing which prompted me to authorise a copy of 
one of the letters being furnished to the solicitors 
of Dr. Salter upon their applying for it. 

Mr. DAWSON: He is suing for libel. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not know 
anything about that. They have been asked to 
advise him whether the statements made are 
libellous, and they ask for a copy of the letter 
which it was assumed was libellous. It was not 
for me to decide whether it was or not. Mr. 
Campbell had stepved in and written a letter to 
the Home Secretary reflecting on Dr. Salter, and 
it appeared to me to be only just and fair that 
Dr. Salter should he givtn an opportunity of 
replying in any way which the law permitted 
him to do-whether by action for libel or by 
letter to the Home Secretary. At all events it is 
only reasonable and just and fair that if an 
attack is made on a man, whether by letter to a 
private individual or to a public department, he 
should have an opportunity of replying. There­
fore I had no hesitation in furnishing Dr. Salter's 
solicitors with a copy of the letter written by Mr. 
Campbell, and which will form one of the letters 
in the correspondence moved for. 

Mr. DAWSON: Then what I said about the 
rutnour was corr(~ct? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Certainly not. 
I ha;e circulated nothing. I have supplied Dr. 
Salter's solicitors with a copy 0f the letter 
written by Mr. Campbell reflecting on Dr. 
Salter, and I am surprised to hear that any hon. 
member considers that that is an improper thing 
to do. If a letter was written to me as Home 
Secretary, or as a private individual, seriously 
reflecting on the conduct of the senior member 
for Charters Towers, I should feel perfectly 
justified in handing him a copy of that letter. 

Mr. DAwsoN: ·would you do it? 
The HOME SECRETARY: Certainly, unless 

there was some State reason why it should not be 
dune. In this case I am not aware of any such 
reason. It is a private quarrel, and Dr. Salter 
has a right to answer any charge brought against 
him. I do not believe in star chamber work of 
any kind. 

Jliir. DAWSON: This is not a puhlic document 
at all. 

Mr. LESINA: Is not "a State reason" rather 
an elastic qualification at times? 

The HOME SECR!!JTARY: It will be quite 
time enough to deal with that when it arises. It 
dol'S not arise here as far as I am a ware. 

Question put and passed. 

REPORT RE AGRIUUTjTURAL LAND8 
PURCHASE ACTS. 

Mr FISHER : Will the Hon. the Secretary 
for L~nds move that the papers be laid on the 
table this afternoon, referring to operations under 
the Lands Purchase Acts-which are very impor­
tant-be printed? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
vVith the leave of the House, I move that the 
papers be printed. It was an oversight that I 
did not do so beforP. 

Motion, by leave, put and passed. 

ASSISTANCE TO PROVISIONAL 
8CHOOLS. 

Mr. BROWNE, in moving-
1. That, in the opinion of the House, clause 8, sub­

section (cl of regulations, State Education Act, gazetted 
th Febru'ary. 1899, limiting the amount of pecn_ni::ry 

assi."ltance to be given by Governmout towards btnld1ng 
provisional schools, is not in accol'llance with res~lu­
tion pasAed by this House on 25th August. 1898, winch 
affirmed that" the same pecuniary assistance be given 
to provisional schools as is now given to the State 
schools of this colony." 

2 That the Government be requested to at once take 
stePs to amend regulatwn 8, subsec~ion (c), in ~he 
direction indic~tted by the before-mentwned resolutwn 
of thi• House-
said : In moving the motion standing in my 
name, I would like to say tha~ I do nDt intend it 
in any way as a party questwn, or as a censure 
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upon the Government. Any motion thac has for 
its object the forwarding of education I have 
always found is voted for cheerfully by hon. 
members on boch sides. The idea I had in 
bringing the motion on is that last year a motion 
~as carried unanimously, and a re'l'ulation has 
smce been passed which, in my opinion, and in the 
opinion of a good few other hon, members, prac­
tically overrides that resolution-it certainly 
d~l~S not carry it out. ~n order to make the pro­
VIsiOn as plam as possible, I will read, in con· 
nection with the motion I am now moving, the 
motion I moved last year, which was as 
fo~lows :-

1. That, in the opinion or this House, it is desirable 
that clause 17 of the State Education Act, and all other 
provisions and regulations regarding contributions to 
cost of buildings, repairs, etc., sha11 apply to provisional 
schools; and that the same pecuniary assistance be 
given to provisional schools as is now giVen to the State 
schools of this colony. 

2. That the Government he requested to take all 
necessary steps to give effect to foregoing resolution. ~ 

To make the matter thoroughly plain I will 
quote clause 17 of the State Education Act 
referred to in that resolution-

Primary school~ shall be established in such places as 
may from time to ti.me be deemed expedient by the 
Governor in Council, provided that before the estab­
lishment or. a primary school in a new locality one-fifth 
of the estimated cost of erecting or purchasing the 
necessar~· school building shall be ra.ised by subscription 
or donatwn and paid to the Minister, to be applied by 
h1m towards such erection or purchase. 

That provides that only one-fifth of the amou~t 
shall be found by the parents and friends of the 
children in the locality where the school is 
required. In addition to that clause, in 181!5 a 
motion was passed, on the initiative of the hon. 
member for Drayton and Toowoomba that all 
repairs to State ~clwols should be born'e by the 
State, and that no contribution should be paid by 
the parents towards repairs. That of cnurse was 
included in the motion passed by this House last 
year; the clause which dealt with provisional 
schools prior to the carrying of the motion of 
last year re.tding " with regard to the contribu­
tion to provisional schools the amount so contri­
buted by the department shall be not more than 
half of the total cost, an<l not more than £fi0." 
l<'~eling the injustice the people in the outlying dis· 
tricts were labouring under in having to contribute 
half, and the department in no case paying more 
than £50, was the reason I brought the motion 
before the House la"t year. I may mention that 
th1s ha~ been b~ought on three or four years in 
successiOn by different members. Once or twice 
it has been brought on by members on the other 
side ; and in 1897 it was brought forward by 
myself as an amendment to an Education Biil 
then under consideration, but though the then 
Minister for Education, Mr. Dalrymple, ex­
pressed every sympathy with the object in view, 
the amendment was ruled out of order as it was 
not within the scove of the Bill. Last year the 
motion was carried unanimously. To show hon. 
members, more particularly new members that 
th~t motion was not only carried o~ the 
vmces, but that 1finisters praeticaliy led 
the House to understand that they were 
going to carry it out, I shall quote an 
extract or two from the speeches made on 
that'occaRion. They will be found on page 342 
of Hansard for 25th August, 1898. After I had 
spoken in favour of the motion, the then Minister 
for Edu~a~ion, Mr. Dalrymple, rose to reply. 
After givmg an interesting historical resume 
of the progress of education in this colony the 
hon. gent~eman said that he himself and the 
heads of the department-the Under Secretary 
the Chief Inspector, and others-had bePn a long 
time considering the question · also that he had 
discussed it with the '.rreasure'r, Mr. Philp, who 

had himself held the position of Minister for 
Education for a conRiderable time, and the hon. 
gentleman concluded his speech in these words-

I am certainly in favour of the spirit of the motion, 
and the only objection I offer to it is that it is 
snperfluou~. for not only are the Government in 
sympathy with a change of this description, but the 
item on the Estimate~ to which the hon. member for 
Croydon called attention admit.s of only one explanation, 
and tha.t explanation, I am very happy to inform the 
House, is that the inconvenience or injustice which the 
hon. member for Croydon desires to see rectififd has 
been already rectified so far as the Ministry and myself 
are concerned. That sum of £1,500 was specially added 
to the I~stimates for previous years for the purpose of 
placing provisional schools which are of a permanent 
character on thesamefootingasotherpnblicschoolsinthe 
State school system, and, provided the:Housc will pass the 
item, as I have no doubt it will when it is submitted 
for its consideration, there will be no further difficulty 
in the matter. 'rhe :!\iinistry are thoroughly in, sym­
pathy in regard to the matter, and hn.ving a~certained 
from the Treasurer-who has always been Rympar,hetic, 
but whose means have not been superabundant-that 
he is now prepared to find the necessary money; and, 
as there will be no ditnculty to surmount after obtain­
ing the approval of the House to the expenditure-and, 
judging from the expressions of opinion given to-day, I 
imagine I can anticipate that approval-! shall be 
extremely pleased to give effect to what is desired. 
That statement of the Minister seemed to be 
straight and explicit . enough--that he was 
thoroughly in accord with the resolution, and 
intended to carry it out. However, as hon. 
gentlen1en will see on consulting Hansard, there 
were one or two members who thought that the 
Minister had not been explicit enough. The 
hon. member for Bundaberg interjected dming 
the Minister's speech to ask if the hon. gentle­
man intended to support the resolution, and, 
after the Minister had finished, the hon. member 
did not thin le that the hon. gentleman had been 
explicit enough; :tnd at page 342 of Hansard it 
will be found that the Minister interjected-

! have already sairl th:tt we are prepared to put 
provisional schools on the same footing as State schools 
as soon as the House votes the money now on the 
Ij~stimates. 

That, at any rate, was a very explicit statement. 
After the hon. member for Bundaberg had 
spoken, the Treasurer, the Hon. R. Philp, 
carried on the discussion, and seemed to resent 
any doubts being cast upon the direct statement 
of the Secretary for Public Instruction. This is 
what he is reported to have said, on page 343 of 
Hansard-

The TRI<}ASURER: I think the Secretary for Public 
Instruction was most definite in his statement. In fact, 
he has already placed the money on the l~stimates, and., 
as soon as the House passes that amount, he will cause 
regulations to be prepared to put the provisional schools 
on the same footing as State schools. He could not say 
more than that. 

Mr. HARDACRE: That was not made quite clear. 
The TREASURER: ~o other interpretation could he 

put on what he said. 
Further on the Treasurer used the•e words-

The coalition Government-·which the hon. member 
for Bundaberg does not like-in 1890 or 1891 first 
granted the sum of £50 towards building provisional 
schools, and now that the present Government find 
themselves in a pfJsition to find the necpo;;;sary money, 
they propose to ph1Ce provisional schools on exactly the 
same footing as State schools. 
I am quoting these remarks because it may be 
said that those who expected the resolution to 
be carried out were labouring under som(' mis­
apprehension, and that Ministers had used 
equivocal or ambiguous words that they could 
get out of. I think these statements are plain 
enough. After the pasRing of the resolution and 
before the passing of the Estimates I had a good 
few letters sent me from people in different parts 
of the country inquiring when the new regulation 
was to come into force. I know that several 
members of the House had letters to the same 
effect. On 113th December, the Estimates of the 
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Department of Public Instruction were before the 
Home, and so as to get a definiLe answer as to 
the time we were likely to get the new regulation 
you will find, on tnrningtopage 1581 of Hansard, 
that I asked the Minister in charge of the Esti­
mate for some information nu the matter, and 
this is the reply from the Secretary for Public 
Instruction-

Although he was anxious to carry into effect the will 
of the House in the matter, it could not be done until 
the vote for the purpose was carried. Hon. membPrs 
would see that the vote which last year stood at £1,500 
was now increased to £3,000, and that had been placed 
on the Et-<timates to meet the addilional demands \Yhich 
the department expected would arise by their having in 
future to bear four-fifths Instead of half the expense of 
putting up provisional schools. As soon as the vote 
was passed regulations would be framed to give it 
effect, and would be gazetted as soon as possible. 

I have made the'e quotations to show the 
opinions expressed by the hon. gentleman as well 
as by members of the House, but I ·may add that 
the newepapers commenting upon the subject at 
the time took exactly the same view ; and one or 
two took the view that my motion was super­
fluous, because the Government had already 
placed the money on the Estimates and were 
going to carry out the wishes of the House. Now 
I will direct hon. members' attention to the 
result of all this. I went up North with the 
idea that this was going to be carried out exactly 
in accordance with the resolution passed by the 
House, and with the expressions of opinion given 
vent to hy Ministers, and I did not know any­
thing different was the case, until I got some 
correspondence about a school in my electorate to 
show that a different regulation had been passed. 
This regulation I shall read as some hon, 
members may never have seen it, and it is pro­
bably only known to hon. members who have 
had communications upon the matter the same 
as myself. The regulation to carry out the 
wishes of this House was published in the Gctzett< 
of 11th and 18th February, and is signed 
"D. H. Dalrymple, l!'ebruary 9th." It reads as 
follows:--

Paragraphs 2 ~nd 3 of clause 8 (e) anfl clauses 39, 40, 
and 41 of the regulations under the State l1~ducation 
Act o! 1875, published in the Gazette dated 13th ~Iarch, 
1897, are hereby repealed, and the following paragraphs 
and clauses are substituted thcrefor re~<;pectively :-

g (c) 2. That the amount so contributed by the 
department shall be not more than four-fifths of the 
total cost and not more than £80. 

8 (c) 3. 'l'hat the building shall be placed on Crown 
lands or on lands vested in the Secretary for Public 
Instruction. 
I may say that under the old regulations the 
total amount was restricted to £50, and it is now 
increased to £80. Instead of carrying out the 
resolution which said that provisional Hchools 
should be placed in the matter of Government 
contributions exactly on the same footing as 
State schools, they have actually been generous 
enough to say, "Y uu can build your own schools, 
and we will give you another £30 in addition to 
what we gave in the past." I contend that is 
not carrying out the wishes of the House. To show 
how this has affected some schools, I have corres­
pondence here, but for which I would not have dis­
covered until, perhaps, some far later period how 
perfunctorily the resolution of the House has 
been carried out or how long it has been over­
ridden by the new regulation. Before referring 
to the corresvondence, I may mention that last 
year the Minister referrPd to many of the provi­
sional schools, and said they might easily be made 
State schools, and he distinctly said that 
wherever there were over thirty children-if 
there were oulythirty-one-the people had only to 
ask for a State school ttnd the department would 
at once try to give it to them. The correspon­
dence I have here refers to the school at 'l'able­
top, which the hon. member for Barcoo, the hon. 

member for Burke, and other hon. members 
know was one of the first schools started on 
Croydon. It has existed now for eleven years, 
and there has never been one sixpence of Go­
vernment money given towards that school. 
The people built the school themselves, have 
fought the white ants, and have kept the build­
ing in repair for eleven years. This is the first 
time they have made any application to the Go­
vermnen t for assistance. \V hen they referred the 
matter to me I told them that, as the number of 
children was increasing and they had now some­
thing like forty pupils, they should apply for a 
State school. This is the reply they received to 
the application-

Department of Public Instruction, 
Brisbane, 14th February, 18V9. 

1\Icmorandnm to 1\fr. David Hamill, · 
Secretary to the School Committee, rrabletop. 

·with reference to previous correspondence on this 
subject, the committee are informed that it is not con­
sidered desirable at present to procfcd with the erection 
of State school buildings at Tabletop, but the ~1inister 
approves of the payment of a subsidy tmvards the 
erection and completion of new pro,~isional school 
buildings at the rate or £-i to every £1 locally con­
tributed, to a limit of £80 of' sub.sidy, provided the 
conditions set forth in subsection (c) of clause 8 of the 
regulations are fulfilled. 

Plan and specification of a provisional school build­
ing, together with the necest.ary furnit1ue required 
therein, are forwarded to you under separate cover, as 
a guide to the committee in erecting and furnishing a 
school. 

1'he com1nittee should invite tenders, and accept the 
mos~ eligible. They should also supervise the work 
while it is being carried out., in order to &nsure a satis­
factory contract. 

·when the building is finished and completely equipped 
with furniture and the necessary closet nccomnwda­
tion, the fact should be reported to this office, where­
upon arrangements will be made to have the premises 
inspected with a view to the payment of the subsidy. 
::-iubsection 5 or section (c) of clause 8 of the regula­
tions clearly de1ines the procedure regarding this 
matter. 

J. D. STORY, 
For the Under Secretary. 

I may say, as I said when speaking last year, 
that with those plans and specifications it is 
impossible to build a school in the far Northern 
and \V estern districts for less than £250. In 
reply to that memorandum, the secretary of the 
schof)l committee at Tabletop wrote as follows:-

Provisional School, Tabletop, 
4th March, 1899. 

SIR,-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of 
your communication of 14.th February, together with 
plan and specitication of lJrovhdonal school building. 

I am instructed by the school committee to bring 
under your notice the follmviug facts, viz. :-'rhat the 
daily attendance of pupils is forty~six; that the lJresent 
S(~hool building measures 20 feet by 24 f'eetl equal to 
4·20 feet of space, with veranda space of 82 feet by 10 
feet, equa.l to 8i0; that the buildings and furniture have 
been proYided solely at the expense of the residents, and 
maintained for over eleven years; that up to the 
present time no <lemand or re(ttwst has been made on 
the Education Department for monetary assistance; 
that it is necessary to build a new school with at least 
800 feet of floor space over and above veranda space ; 
that owing to the high price of mnterial in this district 
the above building will cost about £450. 

Under these circumstances I am instructed to ask for 
further information re amount of sulJsiUy the depart­
ment will grant for the erection of the a'bovenamed 
buildings. 

I am, etc., 
C. J. STEPIIENS, 

Hon. Secretary, Provisional School, TabJetop. 
The reply to that came some time afterwards, 
but in the meantime the department seem to 
have suddenly changed their minds about the 
necessity for erecting a State school. The reply, 
which was dated the 5th of April, 1899, was as 
follows:-

With reference to your letter of the 5th instant, I am 
directed to inform .the committee that the regulations 
do not admit or a greater subsidy than £80 being paid 
towards a provisional school. 
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As an alternative, it is suggested that a State school 
be established to supersede the existing provisional 
schJol, the average attendance warranting such a 
change, and the committee are iuvited to give the 
mutter their consideration, anrl report to this office 
which course they would prefer the department to 
pursue. 

I am, etc., 
J. G. ANDERSON, 

Under Secretary. 
That correspondence will show hon. members 
the absurdity of restricting the sub,idy to pro­
visional schools to £80, and giving £4 for £1 for 
State schools. The people at Tabletop reckon 
that a provisional school, built and equipped 
according to the plan and specifications furnished 
by the department, would cost about £450, and 
of that sum they would have to find £370, while 
the Government gave only £80. I have inter­
viewed the Government Architect, and he told 
me that his lowest Pstimate for a State school, 
building and furniture, is £700, and if a 
Stale school were built at Tabletop at that cost 
those same people would have to find only £140, 
while the Government would have to contribute 
£560. If a provisional school could be built 
there for £280, the people would have to sub­
scribe £200, and the Government pay only £80, 
or only one-"eventh of what they would have to 
give in the case of a State school. There is no 
equality about that. There are places where, 
although there are the necessary number of 
children, it might not be advisable to go to the 
expense of putting up a first-class State school. 
There are a great mo,ny mining places where 
it would be"' throwing away money to do that, 
because they might be subsequently deserted, 
and if they are willing to put up with a really 
good provisional school the GovernmPnt should 
not study economv in the matter. If the people 
at I'abletop were" >;rani ed £300, that, with the 
amount of £100 they have collected, would 
enable them to build a fairly comfortable pro­
visional school, and that woufd do for a consider­
able time until the permanency of the field has 
been estab]i,hed, whereaR, if the Government 
build a State school, that will mean an expendi­
ture of £700 or .£800. The 'freasurer in speaking 
on this subject last year-and when he was in 
charge of the Department of Public Inotruction 
I always found him most sympath~tic and w}ll­
ing to do as much as he could w1thont gomg 
outside the Act- pointed out that he had 
always found the country and outside places 
a great deal more ready to as,ist in anr­
thing of this sort than the towns. He sa1d 
distinctly that in the lar;::e centres of popu­
lation the greatest difficulty was experienced 
in raising money, and I am sure that than must 
be the experience of every hem. member who has 
had experience in the matter at all. Then why 
should the people in the outside diotricts be 
penalised and made to contribute at such a much 
higher rate than the people in the big towns? 

HoNOUHABr,E MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. J3ROWNE : We know that in the far out 

districts the price of labour is higher; that the 
price of material is hi~her, owing to the diffi­
culty of carriage, and on a~coun.t of the difficulty 
in snme places of getting t1mber. Another 
thing to be taken into account is that in sparsely 
populated communities there are few moneyed 
men who are willing to give liberally to the 
erection of schools, so that all round the people 
in theue districts are in a much worse position 
than those in the big centres. Another thing 
that pressPs heavily upon the people in ~hese 
outlying districts is the plans and speCifica­
tions which have been drawn up. I have 
a copy here, and I am Slfre that . any 
hon. member who has any vractiCal expenence 
must admit at once that schools could not pos­
sibly be erected in accordance with these plans 

and specifications for £100-becanse that is the 
amount they are restricted to. The man who 
drew up these plans and specifications ma:y know 
a lot about Queen street and about Bnsbane, 
hnt he knows very little about Queensland at 
large. Here are three or four specifications 
which, in a place like Croydon, could not be 
carried out for less than £200. 

l\Ir. AmrsTHONG: It can be done in the South 
quite easily under t.hat specification. 

Mr. BROWNE: \Vel!, rn:nctical buih~ers in 
Brisbane have told me that 1t would be rmpos­
sible to build a school in Brisbane up to these 
specifications for £100. Copies of these pla!Ols 
and specifications are sent to all school com­
mittees and if the Government inspector should 
come ai'ong and condemn the building, the com­
mittee are held responsible. I~ the Governmer:t 
want buildhws erected accordmg to these speCI­
fications the"least they can do is to give the 
people the neceosary pecuniary assistance. I 
have tried to put the matter clearly before hon. 
members, so that they may understand t?e 
exact position. I feel very earnestly ab<;mt 1t, 
and so do other hon. members. Ever smce I 
have been in this House I have noticed that., 
however much cavilling there maybe with regard 
to other J~stimates, not a single hon. member has 
ever said a word of disapproval with regard to the 
increase of the education vote. Members on 
both sides seem to think that if we spend money 
on anything, the one. justifiable thing to spend 
it on is the ec'lucatwn of the youngsters of 
Queensland. The big question we have J::een 
considering lately has been a non-party questwn, 
because hon. m~mbers on all side.s h~ ve been 
divided · and th1s educatwn qnestwn IS essen­
tially a :n'on ·pttrty question, because ~on. m~mJ;>ers 
are practically unanimous about rt. Thrs 1s a 
very important matter, and those who may nJt 
have been very highly educated themselves ":'ould 
like to see future (.,lucenslanders more h1ghly 
educated than they themselves have been. For 
that reason 'r have brought this resolution for­
ward, as I really think that the opinion expressed 
by this Cha.mber last session. shoul<l have been 
carried into effect, whereas 1t has. been ov.er­
ridden. I now beg to move the motwn standmg 
in my name. 

Mr. MAXWELL : I beg to second the 
motion, because my field has felt the want of 
this subsidy that the hon. member for Croydon 
speaks about as much as any other part of the 
colony. 

The SECRETARY:B'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I have to congratulate the hon. member for 
Croydon on the clear manner in which he has 
placed what he believes to be a grievance before 
the House. Although I cannot agree altogether 
with the resolutions as framed, yet I ma.y say, as 
on previous occasions, that the hon. member 
has my sympathy. The wording uf the 1st 
resolution is that-

The amount of pecuniary assi~tance to be given b_y 
Government towards building provisional sc~wols IS 
not, in accordance vdth resolution passed by th1s House 
on 25!~ August, 1808, which affirmed that "the same 
pecuniary assistance be given to provunonal schools as 
is now given to the :state schools of this colony." 
At any rttte the assistance to provisional schools 
was in accordance with what was proposed by the 
Minister some three or four months before when 
the Est.imates were framed, and it certainly was 
also in aocordance with what was generally sup­
paced to be the, opinion expr~ssed bl:' this House 
last session. 'that was the v1ew whrcb I took as 
head of the department-that the four-fifths 
which were granted in the case of State schools 
should al~o be given in the case of prov~sional 
schools. That is scareely a matter on whwh .we 
expect to act on the strict letter of the resolutwn 
which was agreed to last session- "that the samE; 
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pecuniary assistance be given to provisional 
Bchook as is now giv~n to State schools." As a 
matter of fact the same pecnniu,ry assistance is 
not given to the different clar<ses of State 
schools. It is proportionately the same; but 
one school may be for the accommodation of lOO 
pupils, while auother may be required to accom­
modate fiOO pupils. In that case it would not 
actually be the same. 

1\Ir. BnowNE : Yes it would. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

It would be the same proportionate a"sbtancc>, but 
it would be a different nmount. I was under the 

· impr<•ssion that llwchiefthingthat wasrequirecl by 
the House was what theJ\Iinister himself propuoed, 
and which was provided for in the E,timates. 
That is to sa.y, that in granting four-fifths and 
leaving the maximum the same as it was, the 
Minister was not only carrying out what the 
Government proposed, but also what the HouHe 
approved of. That was thP impression I was 
under at the time. Now assnming-and I am 
willing to agree with the hon. member who has 
addressed the House in a good th·al of what he 
eays-that there a.re cases in which £100 is 
insufficient, I do not think it is advisable to 
alter the reguhttion. The regulation is a stinm­
bnt to economy. The size of these provision:>] 
schuols is 21 feet by 14 feet, and, genPmlly 
speaking, throughout the colony, £100 will erect 
a school of that size, :>nd it is distinctly otyposed to 
the desire of the Education Department, and 
apparently of the House, that what are called 
"overgrown" provisional schools should exist. 
I have listened to the hon. member, who brought 
an indictment against the department that 
certain schools existed with a large number of 
scholars, and it was pointed out that that was 
not the fault of the department, but it is enough 
to show that in the opinion of the House it b nut 
desirable that large provisional schools should 
exist. Therefore, it is de•,irahle generally not to 
encourage the people to continue under the 
provisionalschoolarrangemei,t a very large echool. 
The limit of £100 helps in that: respect, and I say 
that with the exception nf a few places very far 
to theN orth, such as have been mentioned by the 
hon. members for Cr<>ydon and Burke, 1 belitve 
that limitation is on the whole desirable. 

Mr. BROWNE : The limitation is penalising 
those few. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It is quite possible to meet the hon. member's 
wi"hes in another way-not porhaps by carrying 
this resolution-but it is possible that attention 
ean be given to his complaint. 'l'his resolution 
is not only a direction to the Government to 
amend the regulation, but it condemns them in 
a terrible way because they are supposed not to 
have carriecl out a previous resolution of the 
House. I have pointed out that the hon. 
member's resolution was something which I took 
to affirm what the Government had previously 
agreed to, but I clid not interpret it literally. I 
asked myhelf what was the spirit of the re­
solution. It was not that the expenditure 
on provisional schools should be unlimited, 
but that they should be given the same 
assistance as was given to State schools. That 
was c,;rried out as soon as it was possible to 
frame a regulation to meet the case; and the 
GovPrnment supposed that they were not only 
carrying ont what they wished to effect by the 
vote placed on last year's Estimates, but were act­
iug in conformity with the spirit of the hon. 
member's resolution. If you say that the same 
pecuniary assistance should be given to pro­
visional as to State schools, I am sure it would 
not be approved of by the House that tbAy 
should be put on all fours with State ochoo!s. 
One of the conditions before the erection 

of a State school is proceeded with IS that 
there should he a resiuence. That is nece.;;sary, 
because in State schools the lllaster is a 
married man, and provision hRs to be made 
for the accommodation of his wife and family. 
'.Vill you say, therefore, that in all provisional 
schools, in which there may be only twelve chil­
clren, there should be a married teacher with a 
salary adequate for the support of himself and 
family, and a residence? All that would cost 
three times as much as the school itself, because 
a provisional school14 feet by 21 feet can accom­
modate forty children, and costs £100 and under. 
I know what the hon. member intended, and I 
do not believe that he actually wished me to 
interpret his resolution literally. I take it, how­
ever, that we are endeavouring to carry out the 
hon. member's wishes by giving to provisional 
schools four-fifths insteacl of half their cost. 
For the benefit of the hon. member, I 
will just mention a few provisional schoo:s 
which have been llrected recently, and for which 
the sum of £100 has proved insufficient. At 
Urandangie, which is 200 miles west from Cion­
curry, and is the furthest extent of the "Never 
Never" country, the provisional school cost £171. 
At Cuttaburra, four miles from Cunnamulla, the 
cost of the provisional schonl wus £117. At 
Dareel, whieh is fift.een miles from Mungindi, 
on the New South \Vales border, the cost was 
£102 ·is. 3d. ; and another provisional school at 
Nankin ,Tunction cost £101 10s., but in that 
c:.se the committee erected a larger building than 
is specified m the department's specific>ttion. 

Mr. McDoNALD: What did Mackenzie's school 
cost? 

The SBCRETARY :!<'OR PUBLIC LANDS : 
'i'hat has not come up this year. I am willing 
to admit that there ie something in the contention 
of the hon. member for Croydon, though I do 
nut agree with the resolution altogether. It is 
advisable to have a limit, not to hy down that 
the expenditure should be unlimited, and the 
present regulation has a useful influence -in the 
direction of economy. 

Mr. DROWJSE: \Vhy not apply it to State 
schoo!K? 

The SIWHBTARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Because the attendance is not limited. ' 

1\lr. BROWNE : No. 
The SECRBTARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 

It is not in practice. You will see that there is 
no limit to the number of scholars attending a 
St>tt<: school. 'rhe attenclance at the Brisbane 
State school is l,GOO, ami the attendance might be 
5,000. The reason a limit i' put upon a provi­
sional school is not with the view of restricting 
education, but with a vkwto have that provisional 
school superseded by a State school as soon as 
the attendance attains a certain amount. I wish 
to say that, in t_he first inHtance, I endeavoured to 
carry out the w1shes of the House, expressed after 
the pulllication of the Government proposals, and 
entleavoured to effect what I considered a useful 
reform by increasing the proporti"n contributed 
by the Stttte up to a limit which existed before, 
and was continued. And I point out that in 
several cases where provisional schools have ap­
plied to the Education Department for additional 
assistance-assistance leaving been given them 
under the old law by which they were onlv perlllit­
ted tohave£50-when they haveappliedsincethey 
have been permitted to draw the additional £30; 
and that applies to all the schools in the colony, 
bet>ause I thought it reasonable and fair to rmt 
schools that had alreaoy come into existence, for 
which the department had only contributed £50, in 
the same position as others. The case of the h"n. 
member may be met, I think, by an addition to the 
regulation, and I do not think it requires very con­
siderable alteration. I think, in cases 1vhere 
there are particular disabilities-in such a place ~J;S 
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Urandangie, where timber is very dear, for 
instance-the Minister should have discretionary 
power. I think that would meet the case. 

1\Ir. J ACKSON : The Minister would get any 
amount of worrying. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I think the regulation should stand, for the 
reason that it meets the vast majority of ca"es, 
and has on the whole a beneficial effect ; and in 
such cases as those f]UO~ed by the hon. member 
in support of his motion the Minister might be 
allowed to use his discretion. I do not know 
whether that would meet the wishes of the hon. 
members; at any rate, it strikes me that it would 
be reasonable, and that it would be better on the 
whole to treat such cases as those he has men­
tioned as exceptions, because they are excep­
tions. The£100 is ample for a provisional school 
in nineteen cases out of twenty, because it is not 
desirable that we should encourage people to 
carry on provisional school$ when it would be 
more to the advantage of the children that 8tat.e 
schools should be erected in their places. I think 
the regulation has been administered with fair 
liberality; and while I think, on the whole, that 
the limitation to £100 is advisable, still I would 
recommend the :Minister for Instruction to take 
unto himself-while pres~rving the regulation 
generally-power to make concesc;ions in such 
cn.ses as those quoted by the hon. member for 
Croydon and the hon. member for Burke. 

Mr. DA 'vVSON: I intend to support the 
motion. At the outset, I must express my dis­
appointment at the Minister who replied ou 
behalf of the Education Department not having 
told us during his somewhat lengthy and tortuous 
speech whether he intends to support the motion 
or not. I think if there is one thing hon. mem­
bers should demand from responsible Mipisters 
of the Crown-though the hon. gentleman is not 
now Minister for Educn.tion, he is representing the 
Minister for Education on this occasion-it is 
that they should inform the House whether or 
not they intend to support a resolution brought 
forward by a private member. :J<'rom what the 
hon. gentleman hns said, we are not sure whether 
the motion will be allowed to go on the voices, 
whether it is a matter of indifference to Minis­
ters, whether they will support it or vote 
against it if a division is called. I think 
we are entitled to know from the represen­
tative of the Government what is intended. 
I do not think it was suggested during the 
speech of the hon. member for Croydon that 
the last Secretary for Public Imtruction had 
taken an ungenerous view of the resolution 
passed by the House, or that he had deliberately 
-because he was not fond of the E<lucation Act, 
and did not care about seeing the children 
of the country educated-refused to carry out 
the terms of that motion, affirmed by the whole 
House, in the spirit iu which the motion was 
moved. But what was alleged was that the hon. 
gentleman had misunderstood the tenor of that 
motion, and the action he had taken on that 
motion was not such as the majority of hon. 
members who supported the motion intended. 
'vVhataver the h<m. gentleman may have endea­
voured to do, the hon. member for Croydon 
does not object to the hon. gentleman endea­
vouring to do things, but that he has not 
succeeded in that endeavour. To my mind 
the hon. gentleman has entirely misunder­
stood the position. The c•>mplaint was that 
those who have to provide for provisional schools 
were placed at an unfair disadvantage in compari­
son with those who had to find the funds for a 
State school. H was urged that it was not a fair 
thing t<> ask that people in the scattered, outlying, 
and poorer districts should have to provide half 
the cost of a provisional school for the education 
of their children while people in the more settled, 

populous, and certainly the more wealthy dis­
tricts should only lmve to provide one-fifth. 
That was the point that was urged whe.n the 
resolution moved by the hon. member for Croy­
don was carried in this House in 1898. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : That is 
so, and that has been given effect to. 

Mr. DA WSON: The contention was that 
provisional schools, so far as the distribution of 
State funds is concerned, should be placed ou 
exactly the same footing as State schools. The 
h<m. g~ntleman's interpretation of that has been 
that instead of calling upon those who have a 
desire to have a provisional school to contribute 
one-half, they should only be called upon to con­
tribute one-fifth, and the department would con­
tribute the other four-fifths, but the hon. 
gentleman did not consider that the maximum 
amount to be paid ohould be increased in any 
way. I say that is distinctly a misinterpre­
tation of the wish of this House as expressed 
in 18fl8. This is really a proposal to 
reduce the cost of provisional schools. In the 
outlying districts, where material is very dear, 
it is impossible to bmld anything like a decent 
school under £150 or £200, and under this regu­
lation the maximum is fixed at £80. It was 
previously fixed at £50, and the hon. gentleman 
in fixing it at £80 considers be is truly carrying 
out the wishes of the House as expressed in 1898. 
He increases the maximum to £80, and only 
calls upon the people of the district to contribute 
one-fifth of the £80. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR PUBLIC LANDS : No, we 
contribute the £80. 

Mr. BROWNE : That fixes the maximum cost of 
the school at £100. 

Mr. DA W80N: It does not put them any 
further ahead, because the obligation is going to 
be put after all upon the residents. Why is 
there such a maximum? In any outlyin~ place, 
say away out at Camooweal, where it 1s very 
difficult to get material-where a sheet of iron 
costs about ten times as much as in Mackay­
why place such a maximum on a place like 
that? 

The PREMIER: Do you want to do away with 
all limit? Is that your desire? 

Mr. DA WSON: Certainly. What I desire 
is that the hon. gentleman in charge of the 
Education Department shall pay wme obedience 
to the expressed wish of the members of this 
Chamber. 

The SEC!\ETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
must make ample provision on the Estimates. 

Mr. DA \VSON : The expressed wish of hon. 
members upon this motion carried on the voices 
and emphatically agreed to by the hon. gentle­
man and his colleagues, was that provioional 
schools should be placed on exactly the same 
footing as State schools, and I have yet to learn 
that we have any maximum fixed for State 
schools. 

The SEC!UJTARY FOR PuBI,JC LANDS : If you 
go by the letter of the law, there are not ten pro­
visional schools in the whole colony. 

Mr. DA WSON : It is a very strange thing 
that there should not now be ten provisional 
schools in the whole colony when last year there 
were 399 of them, and four special schools. 

The SECRETARY l!'Ol\ PUBLIC LANDS: It is not 
so. There are vested schools and temporary 
schools. 

Mr. DA WSON : Does the hou. gentleman 
believe in his own Under Secretary's rejJOrt? 

Mr. LEAHY : It looks as if he did not. 
Mr. DA WSON: It does look as if he did not. 

There were last year 3!)9 provisional schools and 
four special schools, and now the hon. gentleman 
sits there and interjects that there are not ten 
provisional schools in the colony. What then is 
the value of a public document? 
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'rhe SEOilETARY FOil PUBLIC LANDS : Because 
you inRis~ upl)n nne mAaning only. 

l\Ir. DA WSON: There can be only one 
meaning of "a provisional ochool." Has the 
lwn. gentleman got half-::t-(hnen tneanin~s for it? 

The SI<:CRKl'AilY >'OR PuBLIC LANJlfl: There 
are two. Under the Act these are not provisional 
schools, which are temporary and non-vested, 
and these schools are vested and not temporary. 

l\Ir. DA WSON: \Vill the hon. gentleman 
bring in a Bill b define what is a prnvt,ional 
school? 

The SECilE'l'AHY >'OR PuBr,ro L.\Nlls: No, I 
certainly will not. I will leave that to the htm. 
member. 

l\Ir. D A WSON : This is what we claim: 
That provision~! schools as understood by the 
inspectors of the department, and as referred 
to by the Under Secretary in his report, shall be 
placed on exactly the same footing as State 
schools with regard to the distribution of public 
funds. That is the motion which the h<m. 
member for Croydon carried, and it is because 
that has not been done that the hon. member is 
moving his motion this afternoon. 

The SllCHIGTARY >'OR Pum,rc LANDS: No 
alteration could take place until the B;timates 
were passeLl at any rat.e, and it could not be 
done under the last Estimates, hecause they 
did not provide for the necessary additional ex­
nenditure . 
• The SPEAKER: Order, order! 

Mr. DA \VSO:"f : I thank the hon. gentleman 
for his interjection. He >':ctys the Estimates were 
framed at the time this resolution was carried 
last year, and that it was then too late to provide 
the extra mone.y which would be required to give 
effect to it. Does he forget that there is snch a 
thing as the flnpplement:ny Estimate.•, and that 
he coul<l have asked the House to vote the money 
on the Supplementary Estimates? 

The SECRETARY POH PuBr,rc L.\NDS: The 
Supplementary Estimates are for money that 
has heen spent. 

Mr. DA WSON: Is there anything to prevent 
the hon. gentlernctn rmtkin~the necessary provision 
this time? I hope the Estimates for the ensuing 
year are not alrPa,ly fmmed, because we have 
several olher thing., we wish to bring forward. 
There is atnple opportunity nnw for the Govern­
ment, if they desire to carry out the resolntion, to 
put the extra money on the Estimates which will 
hy·and-by be submitted to the House. The 
hon. gentlemlm endeavoured to esta'>lish the 
point that £100 would be about the a vera;se cost 
of provisional schools in the colony. 

The SllCRBTAilY J<'Oil l'UBLIU LANDS : That was 
the cost at Ounnamulla, at any rate. 

Mr. DA \VSON: I did not say anything about 
the school ,,t Cunnanmlla. 

The t-\IWHE'l'.\RY "'Oil PuBLIC L.\N!ls : Rut if it 
would do for a school at CunnamnlhL it would 
probably do for most provisional schools in the 
colony. 

Mr. DA \VSON: Cunnamulla has railway 
communication with Brisbane, bnt there are lots 
of places in Queensland which are many miles 
away from railway connnunica;ion, and r•.rtainly 
hnndreds and hundreds nf mrles from the great 
distributing centre of Brisbane. Cunnamulla is 
in a very fortunate position in an industrial and 
rail way sense, though I do not say it is in a 
political sense, compared with a large number of 
places in the cnlony, and tn strike an n.verage 
cost in that way is httrdly a fair thing. Possibly 
£u0 might build a decent school at Cunnmnulla, 
considering that it has nilway communication 
with, and is in close proximity to, Brisbane, and 
that the member for the district, who is an 
ardent and enthusiastic supporter of the Govern­
ment, may '(et special preferential rate8 for the 
timber and iron required fol' the building. 

1899-2 D 

Mr. STOltY : He did not get preferential rates. 
Mr. DA \VSON: I say he might get special 

rail way rateB to Cunnanmlla, and that it might 
be possible to build a ]Jrovisional school there 
for .£(j() ; but in a place like Georgetown, or 
I~srneralda, in the constituency of the hon. mem­
ber for Croydon, a building that would cost £60 
at Cunnamulla could not pO'lKibly be built for 
anything like £GO, or twice £60. Therefore, to 
take that cc>se and use it a" sh,1wing the average 
cost of a provisional school is not a fair argument. 
If, because £100 is sufficient for a provisional 
school at Cunnamulla, you take that as an aver­
age, and say that it should be sufficient in the 
Bnrke and other places, you will penalise those 
places where that amount is not sufficient. That 
is the evil of fixing this maximum subsidy with 
regard to provisional schools. It is mo~t absurd 
for the Department <>f Public Instruction to take 
up the attitude that they will make it harder for 
those who have nothing to give than for those 
who have something to give to get a school-that 
those who have something may get a State 
school and not be called upon to give mnch, 
while those who have very little and want a pro­
visional school, shall be called upon to pay more. 
If there is going to be any difference at all 
between State ar1d provisional schools, in all 
fairness, taking the whole of the circumstances 
into consideration, it should be in favour of those 
who want to establish provisional schools, because 
the people in those cases are les > able to raise 
funds. Generally they are a, class of people to 
whom we owe a great deal; they do not hang about 
town and borrow 3d. from a Labour man when 
he has got his monthly salary to get their 
daily bread. I know a school in the Northern 
portion of Queensland that c.>st only 4s. 6d., and 
that was for nails. The ]'lace I refer to is in the 
electorate of the hon. member for Kennedy, and 
is c·aiied Cape River. The diggers when they 
want a school are very different from the ordi­
nary run of men \v bo go to work in a coat, a 
collar, and •a tie. They are in the habit of 
stripping off their coats, and putting an axe on 
th<>ir shoulder. 

Il1r. STORY: And going out mining? 
Mr. DA \VSON: No; going out into the bush 

and working-, and not like the men the hon. 
member· for Balonne represents. 

l\fr. i:lTORY: I have lived among miners longer 
than you, and know them quite as well as you. 

Mr. DA WSON: Probably that is the reason 
why the hon. member left them so suddenly. 

1\ft-. STORY : I did not leave them suddenly. 
I have as good a reputation as you have. 

Mr. DA WSON : Well, the miners I refer to 
set to work and built the gchool themselves. The 
Secretary for Lands, following the line of argu­
ment he adopted just now, might take that case, 
and say that because a provisional school at 
Cape Hiver cost only 4s. 6d., the department 
ought to contribute only four-fifths of 4s. 6d. 
There is another very grave objection, which has 
been referred to by the Secretary for Public 
Lands-the building of all schools according to 
departmental plans and specifications. That is 
one of the greatest grievances they have in the 
outlying districts, and it is also a great grievance 
with regard to State schools, although not to 
such an extent as in the case of provisional 
schools. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC LANDS : If the 
State pays four fifths, it is certainly entitled to 
::;orne say. 

Mr. DA WSON: Four-fifths on what? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 

general amount. 
Mr. DA WSON: That is exactly it. The 

people in a district-who have some idea of their 
requirements-apply to the department for the 
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four-fifths. The Government architect-who 
does not know anything at all about the condi­
tions, about the district, or about the require­
ments of the people, and does not care to inquire 
-supplies plans and specifications of his own­
to cost about five times as much as the people in 
the locality require. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR PcBLIC LANDS : That is 
only as a guide. They are allowed to substitute 
their own plans ami ~peciticdtions. They c:tn 
put up a slnb place with a bark roof if they like. 

1\Ir. DA WSON: I would remind the hon. 
gentleman th11t while he was occupying the arm­
chair in the Education Department I brought 
under his notice some cases. I remember one 
case in particular-where the school at !Vlill­
chester was condetllned by the architect, and it 
had to be pulled down because there was dan((er 
to children who were in the school. An additron 
had to be put up. The comn,ittee met. They 
got a local architect to prepare plans and Si'ecifi­
cations of a building to meet all re<juirements. 
The whole thing was to cost £500. They then 
applied to the Education Department, and the 
reply they received was that the department for­
warded plans and specifications amounting to 
£1,700. 'rhA people in the district could eaHily 
raise one-fifth of £500, and £500 would have 
given them a building "uitable for their require­
ments, but, in order to get the Government 
subsidy, they were asked to accept )Jlans of a 
building to cost £1,700. 

The SECR~'l'ARY· l<'OR PUBLIC LANDS : They 
could not possibly build a school at Charters 
Towers, a teacher's residence, and fencing for 
£500. There was no teacher's residence. 

Mr. DAvVSON: I wa~ living two years in 
that districL. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIO LANDS : There 
were 400 children. 

Mr. DA vVSON : There were more than 400 
children. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : It w:\s 
absurd to suppose that they could rlo without a 
teacher's re.<idence, and that would cost over 
£500. 

Mr. DA \VSON: I would like to get the hon. 
gentleman to really understand this matter. 
The old school, built in the early days of the 
field, was arlded to. The old portion was 
condemned and pulled down. There was a 
teacher's residence there. That was not con­
demned, and was not pulled down. Conse­
quently it did not need rebuilding. It was an 
addition in place of the old school that had to be 
put up, and £500 was the price, and the depart- • 
ment charged £1,700 for it. That is not the 
only case. There are comphtints from all over 
the colony in regard to State ~chools, and more 
particularly in regard to provisional schools. 
'rhe requirements of the local residents are not 
taken into consideration by the department, and 
where they might be able to raioe their quota of the 
money on something like a· decent estimate, they 
are compelled to go in for a lot of elaborations 
that are not actually required either for the 
comfort or the accommodation of the scholars, 
and the residents are not able to fulfil the con­
ditions laid down by the department. I would 
like to know from the hon. member who so 
worthily represents Cunnamulla, whether he 
knows of any school in his district that has had 
within late years to apply to the department 
that has not had the experience that the plans 
and specifications submitted by the department 
are far and away beyond the requirements of the 
local residents? 

Mr. STORY: .I can answer the hon. member. 
The last school I am interested in-­

HoNOURABLE MEMBEns : Order ! 

Mr. STORY: I beg pardon, Mr. Speaker. I 
thought the hon. member asked me a direct 
question. The hem. member has insulted me 
three or four times, and when he asked me a 
question he would not sit down while I answered 
him. 

Mr . .1\IcDoNALIJ: He could not; he would lo'e 
his right to continue. 

Mr. DA \VSON: If the hon. member had 
rit3en to explain --

Mr. STORY : \Vhy did not the hon. member sit 
down when he asked me a question? 

Mr. DA WSON: As long as I have been in 
this House, if any hon. member has ris('n to 
make an explanation, I have always had courte"y 
enollrrh to give way to him. But the hon. mt•m­
ber dld not rise to make an explanation, ami he 
otwht to reco~nise that if I had resumed my settt 
I ;ould have' forfeited my right to continue my 
speech, and to chat I point-blank object. 

The SECRETARY FOB PUBLIC LANDS : The MiJJ­
chester school did not cost £GOO altug!'ther. 

Mr. DA \VSON: I know that, because the 
residents refused to accept the department's 
phtns and specifications. 'rhe negotiations were 
going on for about twelve months, and I had a 
very warm and busy sime of it trying io get the 
department to ·listen to reason. Thi" is one of 
the things whrch take. up the time of a :r:rem~er 
of l'arliamPnt. I nuhce that the last t1me the 
hon. gentleman addressed himself to thio ques­
tion, in response to an invitation by the hon. 
member for Croydon, he said that the State h~d 
made it a rule that there must be a certam 
minimum of scholars. I am very pleased to 
know that at that time the hon. gentleman did 
believe in the principle of a minimum. 

TheSECIUlTARY J<'ORPUBLICLANIJS: An average 
attendance of thirty for three months. 

Mr. DA WSON: Sclveral complaints have 
been marle to the department from tbe Northern 
part of Queensland where the average attend­
ance has been considerably over thirty for three 
n1onths, insmne casPs nncter thirty for six ntonths. 
But for three months durin~ the rainy season 
of the year it i, imposHible for the children to 
attend school, and those three months are in­
cluded in estin1ating the average attendnuce as 
a reason w by a provisional school sh<>ll not be 
converted into a t:ltate ochonl, so rleprh ing the 
people in the district of . the ad vanta.ges that 
accrue frorn suuh a con ver~nun. 

The SEORE'rAl\Y FOR PuBT,IC LANDS: \V e are 
always anxious to get them converted into State 
sehools. · 

I\Ir. DA \VSON: That is entirely at variance 
with my experience of the cle)•artment. Since 
the adjonrn ment. for tea, and after due reflection, 
I have come to the conclusion that, having reg,.rd 
to the latene'"~ of the hour, the tired feeli.ng of 
hon. members, ani the exh,mstion of the 
Hansard staff, it. is not desirable to pursue the 
subject any further. I do rwt wish to take np 
any further time, as I find th!tt the Government 
supporters are in mch a. state. of collapse t~at 
thev c:mnot attend to the1r parliamentary dubes. 
Before sitting down I would like to emphasise 
two points. I have given an illustration of a 
prodsional school ha,·ing been built hv the 
people of the di~trict. People in the far 
Xorth and \Vest who desired their children 
to receive the benefits of education have 
gone out, cut and dressed the timber, 
obtained the necessary hark for roofing, and 
erected a school which, for all practical purposes, 
was admirably suited to the climate, the c•1st of 
the whole structure being a trifle. According to 
the regulations, those people would only get 
four- fifths of the actual cost of the school, and 
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in the ca~e I havp in mind they would receive 
four-fifths of 'b, Gel. If people are RO anxious to 
have their children edumtted that they will them­
selveh cut the timber and erect tbe school, I 
think they should receive much more considPra­
tion than they h,we been recei,ing in the past. 
Up to within two ye;trt{ ago, I ~tm in a pnsitiun to 
say tlutt l"'"'Jlle whu d,, wlut I have mentioned 
get ntJ assi,,tance becaw,e the huildiug is not 
according to specification, and they have even had 
to find their own teacher and keep him. That 
happened in the case of a school situated at 
Southern Cro ,,, on the boundary of the Chatters 
Towers and Kennedy districts. I tbink the 
enterprise and energy shown by 'ettlers in that 
way should receive Home recognition at the handH 
of the department. The other strong uLjection I 
have taken is tu a maximum being -fixed for 
provisional schools. The motion of the hon. 
member for Croydon objects to a maximum being 
-fixed for provisional schools when it is not fixed 
for State schools, and he holds thatifa maximum 
is q-ood in one case it ought to be in another. 
For my part I support him, and s•,r.>ngly urge 
that the maximum sbould be removed altogether. 

'l'he PltE:\IIRR: I cJ,, not re("ret that this 
matter has been brought f.,rw>trd f,)rdiscu ,si on. I 
have the fuli8st sympathy with those who desire 
tu give their chilclren the henefi 's of et! uution, 
and I regret if th(~ rernarks of 1ny hnn. eollen_.{tH', 
the Secretary for Lands, who only recently held 
the ponfolio of Public Imtruction, sh,mld not 
lmve been dcmned to be as sati,factory as I am 
sure he intended them to be. u,, was perfectly 
correct in saying that at the present time there 
are very few provisional schools in the colony 
established uuderthe conditium of the EtlucJ.tion 
Act. Originally the conditions were that provi­
sional Hchools were to be bnilt to make temporary 
provision for the ft't'e primary instruction of 
children in a l>ui;ding uot vested in the depart­
rnent. The cunJitionK have, howevtl', changed 
very much, and provision:tl schools are now to all 
intents and purposes State schools, althou~h they 
do not provide all the advantages that State 
schools provide. Nor do I think it desirable 
that all the conditi<>nd of a St,tte school should 
apply to a provisional scho"l. I do not think 
the hun. me m her contemplated in his origint.tl 
Iw>tidn thu/, the sttme pecnuiary a~,si::;tuuce -"hould 
be given tO provhnonal sclwolH. 

Mr. BROW NE : Yes, for buildings. 
The PRgMil~R: The hon. gentleman will 

understand that to give the full peeuuinry assist­
ance would imply the erection of a teacher's 
re-;idence, and the full equipment of the school on 
the same bttsis as a i::lcate school ; but I under­
stand that his chief contention is thttt. the 
nHtxirnnin should he rernoved, so that in future 
proviRitH:al scho,>ls shnll receive the same 
pecuniary assistance for bni1ding purpot'US as 
i::ltate sc 1JOols receive- that is, four-fifths irre­
spective of any maximum. 

Mr. BROWNE: Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: I go with 1Jim to that extent, 

becanse I conPider it very injudicious that a hard­
and-fast line should be drawn in giving as ,istance 
to school,; in different parts of the colony. A 
buildiru~ that w"uld cost S:JOO in the Gulf country 
might cost ouly £100 in the Logan diotrict or 
Bulil!lba; therefore, to dmw a hard-:md-f<tst line 
is, to rny tnind, unwise, and doe.=. not rneet the 
legitirnate requirernents of tbe colony in connec­
tion with the erection of provisional schools. I 
think Lhie must be left to the discretion of the 
Minister, and I am sure that my eJ!league in 
charge of the Department of Public Instruction, 
the Hon .. Mr. Wilson, will view with sympathy 
any application in connection with provisional 
schools. I am quite at one with the hon. member 
in desiring that. districts which require pro-

visional schools should have that assistance to 
which, I think, they are justly rntitled. If, after 
hon. members have expressed themselves, the 
hon. member choo'' s to withdraw his motion, I 
give a diHtinct promise that a regulation shall 
be framed unrler which the maximum sh"ll be 
d<•ne away with. I think that will meet the 
prPsent condition of nuttters. 

IIO).I'Ot:R~>BLbc l\IEME!ll\S : Hear, he:~r ! 
Mr. GJVBJNS: There iN one matter I do not 

think has beeu tcmclwd on in connection with 
tbi> motion, and that iN the question of resi­
dences in connection with proviBional schools, 
'fhe motion passed last year stated that pro­
visionttl schools should be placed on exactly the 
same footing with regard to State assistance as 
State schools. State schools get the same 
subsidy for a teacher's re"idence as for the 
school building itself, and it seems to me that 
there are many cases in which it is desirable to 
have a married teacher in charge of a provisional 
school as well as of a State scl:ool. Sometirn<s 
married teachers have been in charge of pro­
visional schools, but have been provided with no 
residmce. I hold in my hand a letter dated 
the 13th ,Tune from ,the Department of Public 
Instruction, in reply to an application I made 
for t-iOtne as~istance in bnilding a teacher's resi~ 
deuce in connection with the provisional schoo 
at; J<'reshwater. We did not ask for four-fifths, 
and if tlwy had got half, or one-third, I believe 
they would have been prepared to build the 
re-idence, but the letter is tantamonnt to a 
refu,al to give any assistance at all towards 
building a residence for a provisional school 
teacher. 

With reference to the letter dated the 17th April last 
addre~~cd to you by ihc secretary to the committee 
for the Freshwater provisional school, I have the 
honour, by direction of the Secretary for Public lnstruc­
tiou, to inform you that the practice of the department 
is opposed to the erection of tcaclwrs' ret-idences in 
connection with provisional schools, it being considered 
tlmt the cireumstauccs of a provisional school are 
wholly nn.:-~uih"'l to the providing- of a residence, and 
the regulations do not provide for a subsidy towards 
tlle cost of erecting a rc~idence. 
That is the reply I received, and that plainly 
shows that the DePartment of Public Instruction 
are not in sympatl;y with the terms of the resolu­
tion carried last year on the motion of the hon. 
member for Croydon, because that motion dis­
tinctly stated that provisional schools should 
be placed in the same position as State schools 
with regard to sub,idy. \Vhen the late Secretary 
for Public Instruction-the present Secretary for 
Lands-was speaking he said it was not desirable 
to erect teachers' re.,idences in connection with 
provisional schools, because that might be sup­
posed to indicate that they onght to gi,-e a salary 
to a prodsinnal school teacher which would 
enable him to get married and keep a family. I 
fail to see why a provision:tlschool teacher shonld 
nut get manied and keep a family if he felt so 
inclined; I do not see why any difficulties 
should be placed in his way. There are some 
provisional schools with nearly 200 children. 

The PrtEMH;R: State schools, surely ! 
Mr. GIVENS: I can point to a place where 

the department set their face against converting 
a provi"ional school into a State 8Chool though 
there are nearly 200 children, and that is the 
provisional school at 11areeba. The reason 
given is that if the railway should go beyond 
Mareeba, that township would be practically 
wiped out, and then there would be no need for 
a State school; yet for the last -five or six years 
there have been nearly 200 children there and 
two or three teachers. The accommodation 
is very poor ; there is no teacher's residence ; 
and will anybody contend that is not a place 
where it is desirable that there should be a 
married teacher, as well as at a State Bchool 
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with fifty or sixty children? l!'urther than 
that, if any schools are deserving of special 
coUHidemtion it is the provisional schools 
in the outside districts. Those schools are 
established chiefly by pioneers, who go out into 
the wilderness and take the lead in productive 
settlement. They established those schools to 
give their children an education, and they have 
to find the whole cost of the school, whereas the 
comparatively wealthy people h ving in the 
towns get four-fifths of the cost of the school 
and of the teacher's residence. If there is any 
department of the State entitled to sympathetic 
and generous administration it is the Ednmttion 
Department, and if there is any particular por­
tion of that department that deserves generous 
and sympathetic treatment it is the pr.>visional 
schools, which provide an education for children 
where the population is scattered, and the people 
have enough difficulties to contend ag-ainst 
without having to provide the whole cost of their 
schools, as they are practically compelled to do 
under the present regulations. I remember being 
secretary to a committee who were trying to get 
a provisional school at St. John's Creek, Eidsvold, 
though I was a single man. 'Ve had great diffi­
culty in getting any assistance for that school, 
and great difficulty in getting a teacher appointe<'l. 
After a time we put up a bark place and the 
department were going to compel us to put up an 
iron place, but ultimately the place went down, 
and though we had collected £90 there was no 
necessity to build a school there at all. I mention 
that to illustrate the difficulty experienced by 
the pioneers in the back country in getting 
their children any sort of education and the 
unsympathetic treatment they receive from the 
department. The Minister for Lands said he 
understood that the motion moved last year was 
to be taken in accordance with the provi"ions 
on the l<~stimate,, but he put on it a different 
interpretation from that which it properly bears. 
I contend that it is the duty .,f the Minister 
administering any department to carry out the 
wishes of the House when they are J;ro);erly and 
plainly expressed. I give the present Secretary 
for Lands credit for having a little more know­
ledge than to suppose that such a plainly-worded 
motion could be abrogated in the way he ch<'se 
to abrogate it, and to say the way he chose to 
interpret it was in accordance with the spirit of 
the motion. That motion placed provisional 
schools in exactly the same position as State 
schools. There is absolutely no limit to the 
amount that may be subsidised for State schools, 
provided the public subscribe one-fifth. That is 
exactly what the motion means, and I con­
tend, therefore, that the hon. gentleman should 
have given that liberal interpretation to it­
namely, that on~-fifth the total amount only 
should be subscnbed by the people who want 
a school in any particular locality. Before 
sitting down I should like to emphasise the fact 
that there are some scattered settled districts-dis­
tricts in which, though fairly settled, the popula­
tion is scattered-where not more than twenty or 
twenty-five children go to school, which is placed 
in as central a position a~ possible, the teachers 
of which have to walk miles out and home 
because there is no teacher's residence provided. 
There are several places in my own electorate 
where that is the case. There is one place, 
between Mareeba and Atherton, where the 
teacher has to walk four or five miles because 
there is no residence attached to the provisional 
school. That is a place where it is eminently 
desirable that there should be a teacher's resi­
dence. I would further like to point out that where 
single gentlemen are sent as teachers of provi­
sional scho<>ls, which are mixed schools, the 
female children have no chance of Leing taught 
needlework and other things of that kind. If the 

teacher was a married man, his wife would be 
employed to teach that sort of work, and it 
would be an advantage to the school, to the 
department, and to the country generally. 
'fhat is a good argument why married teachers 
should be appointed to provisional schools. The 
particular school for which I wantetl to get a 
teacher's residence is seven miles from Cairns. 
It ia a district which is mwer likely to have less 
settlement than now. In fact, it is likely to 
spread to a considerable extent; and it was not 
a graceful act on the part of the department, 
after the motiun passed last year, not to accede 
to the wishes of the parents by giving a portion 
of the amount require<! to erect a teacher's resi­
dence. I contend that it is not for any :Minister 
to over-ride a resolution of the House. They are 
the servants of the country and of the House, 
and it is their buunden duty to accept the wiohes 
of the House, give them a liberal and generous 
interpretation, and carry them out in their 
entirety. 

Mr. O'OONNELL: I am very glad to hear 
the remarks of the hon. member for Cairns. 
There is no doubt he is right in not looking to the 
Education Department for anything in the shape 
of sympathy with provisional schools. I have 
had a similar experience to his lately in applying 
to the department for some a""istance towards 
building a re,idence for a provisional school 
where in the first instance the school had not 
even received the very small a,llowance which in 
the old days was given to them, that is, an 
amount of ,£50. I pointed out to the 11inister 
that this school had been built absolutely with­
out assistance, and I was met wiLh the cast-iron 
r~gulation which the department sets up. They 
do not care whether you have a good case, or a 
bad case, or any case, if it does not come within 
the four corners of the reguhtions they will not 
deal with it. They will not build a teacher's resi­
dence for provisional schools, and yet they are more 
absolutely required than for State schools. State 
schools are often in or near towns where teachers 
can get decent accommodation. Out in the bush 
it is often the greatest difficulty in the world to 
get any accommodation at all. Young girls sent 
out into the bush by the department have to get 
what accommodation thBy can in the neighbour­
hood, and the settlers as a rule have hardly 
enough accommodation for their own families. 
Yet the department refuses to listen to reason of 
any description, bec,use -they say, having made 
those regulations, they will stick to them. In 
many cases it would be infinitely preferable to 
make provision for teachers' residences at pro­
visional schools, and no one knows better than 
the Minister and the heads of the department the 
difficulties that are conr;tantly cropping np about 
providing some accommodation for those teachers. 
But it is not only in this particular matter that 
difficulties are met with. If you ask for an addi­
tional teacher for a school you get a moral le,son 
read to you on the neces,ity of the bead teacher 
training assistant teachers. Tbe department 
knows as well as anybody that the hundreds 
qualified to take those positions would be only 
too glad to get them, yet the department st»rves 
the schools because they say they must bring 
them all through their own staff. 'fhe adminis­
tratiolJ of the department is anything but satis­
factory. I was glad to hear what the hon. mem­
ber sftid about providing residences for provisional 
schools; it is necessary to enable them to be 
properly worked. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: The point raised is thA 
only point that has given me any reason for 
rising to say anything during this debate. The 
difficulty is one that is not generally known to 
hon. members who represent constituencies that 
are closely peopled, but it is one which we in the 
country come into contact with every day of our 
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lives. The difficulty with regard to residence for 
teachers of provisional schools is a very gre"'t 
one, and I c11,nnot help noticing that my 
experience with reg-ard to them has been very 
much the same as that of other hon. members. 
\Vhen we have approached the department on 
thR sabject, we are met with the cast-iron regu­
lation which must not not be broken. I hope 
the debate which has taken place to-night will 
have that weight with the department which 
individual efforts have been unable to obtain, 
and that the Act will bP administered in the 
terms of the resolution of the House passed bst 
year. It is very easy to blame the adminis­
tration with regard to the illiberal interpretation 
of this re,olution, but I wish to say distinctly 
that in my own district the late Minister, Mr. 
Dalrymple, interpreted it very liberally. 

:\fr. KERR : In youn, but not in others. 
1\Ir. ARMSTRONG: My district is one which 

is somewhat near to the metropolis, and is a 
fairly populous one. Under the present propositl 
.£80 is to be subsidised by the Government, and 
I must say that .£80, whether raised by the Go­
vernment or by private individuals, will almost 
build a provisional scho •l in any portion c.f the 
elPctnr .• te I repre.~ent, and one quite capable of 
fulfilling the function' fur which a provisional 
school is snp!Josed to be created. I recognise 
that in othbr portions of thA colony it is impos­
sible that £SO will go sufficiently far. That 
mises in my mind the question whether you can 
frame any regulation which will be of general 
applic,tion in regar<l to the Education Depmt­
nwnt ur any other depitrtment of administra­
tion. I do not think you can. 'rhe kernel of 
the position was stated by the JI.Iinioter when he 
sitid thitt there sh•\Uld be no regulation at itll­
that it should be removed entirely. The Premier 
has proposed to remove the maximum, aml if 
that is done tlmt is what you want. 

Mr. BROWKE : Hear, hear! 
Mr. ARl\ISTRONG : Hon. members should 

bP:tr in mind that we itll represent herA a certain 
amount of public opinion, and if we prefer it 
request by a certitin number of people for a pro­
visional school, sn,y, in a mining centre, \Vhich 
mity not exist for six months, the department 
nmy by pressure be forct;d into an expenditure 
which mity not be warranted. 

Mr. BROWKE : 'What sort of a Minister would 
he be? 

Mr. Al-tMSTRONG: To riome extent the 
Minister should be allowecl discretion ; but if 
there is nn maximum he rni~ht by pressure be 
induced to spend more in the est.ablishment of 
a school in a Jmrticular place than would be 
warranted. 

Mr. McDONALD: The Sitme thing woul<l itpply 
to State schools. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: No, bec:wse the pro­
visional school is a tentative plitce; but it State 
school is an established school in a settled 
P<>pubtion where there is it probability of a 
certain number of children attending 'chool for 
yeitrs to come. 

Mr. McDONALD: The s·1me thing applies in a 
mining district. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: No; becituse a mining 
district may rise to-day and fall to-morrow. I 
could give instances in my own electomte, where 
the attendance at a provisional school establi"hed 
ten years ago was greater when the school was 
estitblished than it is to-day, and I hitve no 
doubt every hon. member could give an instance 
of the same sort. On the other hand, scores 
of provisionitl schools established only months 
ago have now a sufficient number of children 

in attendance to warrant them being created 
State schools. \Vith regard to the promise 
made by the Premier, I arn certain that without 
itny maximum it will require a very firm man at 
the head of the Education Department to 
prevent a large amount of money being spent 
in a direction in which our people do not desire 
that it should be spent. 

Mr. GrvENS: Do yon mean to say that the 
people of the colony do not wish to see money 
spent on education? 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: No. I say there are no· 
more liberal-minderr people than Qneenslanders 
in the matter of education. They would spend 
itny amount of nwneyupon education; but they do 
not wish to see moneJ spent without some degree 
of benefit to the country, and where it maximum 
was established there was some degree of per­
manency secured. \Vithout it maximum, the 
Minister, subservient as he is to public opinion, 
will be forced to spend any itmount of money which 
public pressure for the time being forces him to 
spend. There are a certain number of pro­
visional schools which the :VIinistersaid should not 
remitin provisional schools, and it is the policy 
of the deprtrtment to discourage large provisional 
schnok \V e would all rather see them turned 
'nto State schools, because there would be it 
iixed staff itnd some degree of permanency in 
the education. Bnt the result would be that 
the people who taxed themselves very heavily in 
the first instance to have the provisional school 
PRtitblished will be asked to put their hands into 
their pockets ag-ain to raise it to the status of a 
StatP school. That is a very difficult position for 
then~, and I would rather see the Minister veste•l 
with discretion to allow a certain amount of 
money to be expended on the school a' a pro­
visional school where he could see that it would 
mean a heitvy re,ponsibility upon the residents to 
raise the school to the status of a State school. 

Mr. BROW:!\fll: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ARMSTRONG: The leader of the 

L:tbour party twitted the Secretary for Lands 
with not having given itny decided opinion on 
this point, but it is it very difficult thing for the 
Mini><ter in charge of any department to say 
straight out thitt he will accept the terms of 
such a motion as thiv .. 

Mr. McDONALD: His chief did. 
Mr. ARMSTRONG: Yes, but his chief is 

Premier and administrator of the colony, itnd 
he can ,,ity anything he chooses; but the Secre­
tary for Lands, itS the administrator of a depart­
ment, took up a fair and straightforward position. 
He admitted, as I do, that there is a great deal 
of good sound common sense in the c,mtention of 
the hon. member for Croydon, but while the 
carrying out of the hon. member's proposal 
in his own electorate in its entirety might 
be necessary, it would not be necessary in 
an electorate such as I represent. Though I 
agree to some extent with the contention of the 
hon me m her, I think it is hardly necessary that 
the nfinister shoul!l, a,, the leader of the Labour 
party required him to do, give a straight" Yeit" 
or ''Nay" to the question. 

Mr. McDOKALD: Are you the apologist for 
the Ministry 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: I never apologise for 
anyone, but I take the question as it presents 
itself to me. This is a somewhat double­
barrelled resolution, but I should be glad to 
support the hon. member for Croyd<?n in the 
terms in which he introduced it itS apphed to the 
hon. member'" own electorate, and to support 
any action the Minister might take in trying to 
overcome the difficulties the hon. member laid 
before the Chitmber this itfternoon. 
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Mr. KERR: The hon. member appears to 
think there is some difficulty in the Minister 
removing the maximum, but I think it is the 
most fair way to remove the maxinnun, because 
if it does not cost as much to build a provisional 
school in the hon. member's electorate as in some 
other electorate, the persons there will only h'we 
to raise their share-one-fifth of the cos~. The 
hon. member stated that in his electorate you 
could erect a provisional school for £80. I know 
that in the township of Jundah, which is some-

. thing like 140 mile; from Longreach, they have 
been trying to get a provisional school for some 
time. They were supplied with plans and 
8pecific,ttions by the dep,utment, and they sent 
them to >1 firm in Longre>1ch, who estimated th>1t 
the cost of building a school with hardwood on 
those plans and specifications would be £:105. 
How could a snmll community like that at 
,Jundah raise the amount of money required for 
such a building? The estimate of the same firm 
for a school of the same descri[Jtion but of cypress 
pine was £2G4 14s. Gd. The dep:trtrnent, un<ler 
the regulation that wa, framed after the passing 
of the motion of the hon. member for Croydon, 
would only contribute £80 toward,, the cc;t of 
erecting the building, so that the people them­
selve' wonl<l have had to raise about £135, 
which they eoultl not do. On behalf of the 
people living at ,Jnndab and Stonehenge, who 
dt>sire to get a provi:.:;ioual :-:;ehool, I IHn~t Hay 
that I think the Premier has taken a wise ancl 
prt>per course in the offer be has ma<le to t.be 
House, becrtnHe, a,; h;ts bet>n pointed outi Ly 
membem on this side, there are many places, 
which, like ,J undah and Stmwhenge, have 
no timber for building purp .. ses. I do not think 
they coul<l get even the blocks for bnilding at 
,Jundah or Stonehenge; all the timber required 
there has. to be taken from Longreach, a distance 
of 140 mtles, and the cc1st of carri:tge of course 
increases the cost of building. 'l'haefme I 
think the Premier is to be commcnded for the 
offet· he ha,, made, and on behalf of the people I 
represent I shall certainly accept it. 

M.r. STORY: I think this lllittter resolves 
it>el£ into a nmtier of loc:tl conditions, becanse, 
a!-1 the hon. 1ne1nbf'r for Barcoo has ::;aid! there 
are some lncalities vvhPrn t.hp, carriage and co~t 
are much gn·ater than in others, and no harcl­
and-bst rule can possibly be applic,.hle to all 
cases. And as the hon. meml>er for Lnekyer 
said, there are places where a teacher's re;idencc 
is absolutely necessary, and othero; where a 
teacher ha~ a choice of residence. In one 
place in my electorate where we have a school 
the only choice of resident\l the teacher has is 
between a public-hm1se >1nd a honndary rider's 
hut. If neither is suitable, then we cannot 
have a teacher there, hecanse the first question 
asked by the dt'partment is what arrange­
ments we can make for lodging the teacher. If 
a residence were provided in a e 1se of that 
kind, then the teacher would be independent of 
either the public-hom;e or the boundary ridm's 
hut. I support and echo what the hnn. member 
for Barcoo has saitl, that ther~ should he no 
hard-and-faHt rule in this matter, and so far as 
my electorate is concerned, I accept with very 
much thankfulness the offer made by the 
Premier. The leader of the Labour party aske<l 
me a question, to which I had not the oppor­
tunity of replying-namely, whether I had ever 
known a specification issued by the department 
to be departed from by the school committee 
with the sanction of the dPpartment. I have 
known one case where we had a specification for 
a school in my electorate--

Mr. MAXWELL; '\Vhere wa.s that? At Bonna 
Vonna? 

Mr. STORY: I have not the honour of the 
acquaintance of the h(!ll, member who interjects, 

so that I cannot refer to him. If the hon. mem­
ber knew anything at all about the district he 
would not make such interjection<. Bonna 
V<•nna is a cattle station; possibly the hon. 
member could nnt find it on the map. But it is 
a sort of cry the hon. m em her has, and also 
the Labour party generally. I may be able to 
give thern sun1e n1ore infornJation at a later 
stage. I may sc•y now, however, that as far as 
Bonna Vonna is concerned exactly the same 
thing that anyone might expect from the Labour 
party in the \VeRt you will find duplicated in the 
L<>bour pntty in this House. They make asser­
tionR, or interjections, or inE<innatiPns \1,·ithont 
knowing anything at all about what they ~re 
speaking. If the L,,bonr party have anythmg 
to s:cy-I am spc aking now to the le -eder of the 
Labour party--

1\Ir. KIDSTON : I rise to a point of order. 
Is it in ordPr to make an attack on an hon. 
member in the di,cus,ion of this motion? 

'I'he SPl~AI\:Eit: The hon. nwmlJer i:-1, I an1 
afr~i<l, dPparting somewhat from the quPstion 
before the House. 

Mr. STORY: I quite admit that I am depnrt­
intr somewhat from the bu.incR' on which I was 
sp,eaking·, bnt hnn. members on the nther Ride 
departed so far from common H<mse as tn interjPct 
about thing.~ they !mew nothing about that I 
think I aru justified, with your perrni""inn, in 
replying to them. If the information of the 
hon: member who interjectt'tl is as limite<l about 
other thingR as it iR Hhnnt Bonna Vonnn, t.he 
les' he says about them the better, <md I m'ty 
rc'peat that for the benelit of the lt·ader of the 
LalJuur pnrty. I wns sayim; that I knew 
of a cnse in my electorate where the school 
committee wnro 'allowed by the department to 
depart from thA spc.cification. \Ye had "'spccili­
cation for a building, which, as nearly as I can 
recollecc, pwe the "ize :,s 24 feet or 20 feet by 
18 feet, and [ was told by the F nder Seeretary 
tha.t we 1night altt'I' those 1neasuren1Pnt~ in any 
way wA liked so long as we kept the same pro­
portion" in lengt.h and lm .1dth. That is what I 
was going to tell the lf'\'tdnr of the J~n.hour 
party wlwn he was afraid that I W<t~ g-omg to 
i.nterrnpt hitn in carrying on his in:::;nlts towards 
n1e. 'Tbe hon. 1ne1nhrT i~ 1:BtV to hi,; hn~ine:;;:s, 
hut there is a cPrtain amount of courtesy that 
helongs to that po.·it.ion, which I hope will ~e 
1nnrc apparent a:-; he getH nwre nccuNtonH~d to lns 
poRition. 

::\Ir. McT>UNALD: It iq not my inte11tion to 
detain the House long. 

Mr. STORY: You won't improve it lllnch, I 
know 

Mr. l\IcDONALD: I was very pleased to 
bear the H>•cretary for I,andH s·ty that it was not 
the t]p,ire of the Department of Public Instruc­
tion to allnw proviHional schools to remain such 
any long,or· than was absolutely neeessary. I 
know that school conlmith,rs have experiencrd a 
gre<tt deal of difficulty in getting provisional 
schools converted in State schools. 

The 8ECRETAHY FOR Pt::BLIO LMWS: Not 
where the1e is a J•I'<,S]Ject of ptermanency. 

Mr. McDONALD: Yell; in almost every 
case there is a good deal of red tape to l>e gone 
tlm,ugh, and a gre:tt deal of difficulty to get 
that brought ahout. However, I am pleased 
tha.t the hon. gentleman has made that state­
ment, and that thcl Premier has praccically said 
that the objPct nf this motion will be carried 
out. I can a"snre hem. members on the other 
side if they go out into the far <iutlying di.qtricts 
they will find that it is an impossibility to carry 
out the plans of the department without very 
great expense to the people in the district. I 
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know a case in which a school was to cost £220, 
the people having to find £170 and the depart­
ment £50. Now, under the regulations as they 
are at present, the depa1 tment would have had 
to find £80. It is only fair that provisional 
schools should be placed on the same footing as 
Htate schn,ls. There are many pbc •s in the 
Cdlony which have risen into great proruinence 
of la.te years. For inst;nce, there is Bonna 
Vonna, where there are now a large number of 
residents, to judge from the number of votes 
recorded there at the late election. I under­
st:md they will probably want a State schooL 

Mr. STORY ' This gAntleman ought t<, know­
he was organio;ing a strike at Cunnamulht. 

Mr. Me DON ALD : I underst.and th"t the hon. 
member has made an application for a State 
school there, and as he has had a great deal of 
difficulty, in order to prove his ease he referred 
the Minister to the large number of votes th>tt 
were recorded >~t Bonna Vonna. 

Mr. STORY: I did not talk about a school at 
Bonna Vonna. You don't kno" what you are 
talking about. There is no school within lOO 
miles of there. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
~rr. McllONALD: Th<tt, I under.,taud, is the 

very reason why the hon. member wants a school 
there-because there is not one within 100 miles. 
I sympathise with the hon. meruber, became I 
know th~ difficulties in other parts of the col,my, 
and I thmk that Bonna Vonna has as much right 
to a State school as any other part of the colony; 
and I am sure, now that the hem. membl'r has 
impressed upon tre department the necessity for 
this school, that he will get it at the earliest 
jJOSoJible t>pportnnity. 

Mr. LJDAHY: J,s the. representative of a 
\Vestern district-a very large and spa"'elv­
popnlated district-I rise to express the pleasu!·e 
I feel at the speech of the Premier. \V e are all 
indebted to the hon. member for Croydon for 
introducing this motion. SPeing that this 
House pa~sed a resolution, ~nd that reKolntiou 
has not bc>en given eff~et to, this IIonf:e ·want~ to 
know the• reason why? 

HoxouRADLE JYIF.MDB~HS' Hear, hear ! 
Mr. Ll~AHY: Notwithstanding the pleasure 

I felt in listening to the r>remier's statement, I 
have very grave doubts as to whether this is 
going to come to anything. I h,we read in the 
papers all over the country, and I have heard 
statemrnts in this HonsP with re«ard to the 
J~ducation Department which are ';;,revelation. 
It seems quite clear, with all due respect to the 
hon. g<mtleman, that the Education ll<•partment 
bosses any Minister that comes over it. 

Mr. McDONNELL: Of course it does. 

Mr. L:BJAHY ' \Vhen the Premier is consider­
!ng this_ matter,. I hop."' he will go pretty largely 
mto thm questiOn. It seems to me that this 
department wants recasting very badly. As the 
hou. member for Musgrave has said, if a member 
of Parliament goes there about anything in his 
district-which he ought to know all about-it is 
a very good reason for the department refusing 
it. Speaking for myself, I seldom go there-no't 
above once or twiee in the year-but I can bear 
out the statement of the hon. member for JYius­
grave. \Ve have a right to expect the Prem!er 
to see that this thing is looked into and altered. 
I know for a fact that for eight or nine years 
some of the officiah in that department have 
bossed it exactly as they liked. I see the 
Attorney-General nodE his head. I believe 
he is a Rtrong mrtn, and if he wo.s over 
it for six months he would change things, 
or I would be very mnoh surprised. If he 
did not change 1 hem, they would change him, 

because there has been a change in every 
Minister who has had charge of the department, 
and of late years it has always been the Minister 
who has changed. I take this opportunity of 
saying to the Premier that I hope he will look 
into this thing and have it properly raked up. If 
the bon. gentleman does not do it, it is sufficient 
reason, from the expression of opinion here this 
evening, for hon. members to take it upon them­
se] ves to look into it, and I will make one to do 
it. It wants looking into very badly. I shall 
say nothing more at the present time, but when 
the subject comes up again I shall have some 
thing more to say. 

Mr .• T. HAMILTON (Cook): It has been 
painted out that residenceo shnuld be supplied 
for provisional school teachers. 

1\fr. JEXKINSON: In some cases, not as a 
general rule. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: I do not think it would 
be desirable to do that as the general practice. 

l\:Ir. KmsTON: That is not C<mtended, but in 
some cases it. is desirable. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: I know of cases in which 
it would place an obstacle in the way of country 
schools getting teachers. It would quadruple 
the c"st. People can get provisional schools 
]H'<>Vided there is an attendance of twelve chil­
dren. In such cases the scholars are of mixed 
sexes, and I believe it is the rule of the 
department to apvoint either a married man or a 
single woman as teacher. A married man with a 
family would require a house with several rooms, 
and as the pay is only £72 per annum the result 
would be to quarlruple the cost of th;ot teaclwr to 
the State, and it would thus place an obstacle in 
the wny of such di,tricts getting a school. On 
the oth(•r hand, if a single woman is appointt d, 
it would he highly improper to put up a residence 
an :l ask her to live there alone. The general 
practice is far hetter-that she shall board with 
some respectable family in the district, because 
where there are children there is always some 
respectable place where a female teacher can 
obtain bonrd. 

l\fr. ,JACKSON' After hearing the speech of 
the Premier, it n1ight Hrmn a~ if it were a \Vast.e 
of time to di~cus" the que.;tion any further; but, 
although the question is not of such an imposiJJg 
character as the qmstion which we were 
discussing last week, it cmues hmne to the 
people's lives in a way that even the very 
important question of federation does not-at 
any rate as yet. Although we were all pleased 
at the Premier's rrmarb, I do not think a little 
time occupied in di;;cussing this question 
will be at all lost, seeing how important 
the question pf education-and particularly 
the question of provisional sch.)ols-is to members 
representing outside districts. I represent an 
outside district, although it is not so far out as 
the districts represented by some hon. me m hers 
who ha1·e spoken; and it has been felt as ;;, very 
great grievance that the Education Department 
did not carry out the resolution introduced last 
session by the hon. member for Croydon. l-lpeak­
ing in a general way, I c>tnnot say that I have 
had very much fault to find with the department 
so far as not giving attention to the requirements 
of my district is concerned. If it is the 
department and not the Minister who is respon­
sible, probably the reason why the department 
has set its face against carrying out the resolu­
tion of the h(m. member for Croydon was not so 
much because of economy as because the depart­
ment has a strong de~ire to see State sehools 
rather than provisional schools, in order that 
they may find room for State school teacher.,_ 
I d;, not think there is much in the argument of 
the hon. member for Lockyer that the money is 
likely to be wasted if four-fifths of the cost is 
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found tor provisional schools. It is not at all 
lik~ly that the par~nts will go in for expensive 
bm)ding~ .. They w1ll put up buildings to suit 
then· reqmrements, but the extra assistance will 
save their pockets. Then, again, we have this 
one fact, which is worth a ton of precept or 
theory, and that is that there are very few 
closures of provisional schools. The Minister 
admitted that last year. ·with regard to 
teachers' residences, the experience in mv dbtrict 
is that in many cases a sort of skillion isattached 
to the provi~ional school. and the teacher mes 
the school as residence as "well as school. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC LANDS : Those 
rooms are generally used to change and not to 
live in. 

Mr. JACKSON: Yes; they are u""d to live 
in-at all events in my district where there 
are many provisional schools. The skillion is 
used as a residence, eithe,r by the male or feHlale 
teacher. I am aware of cases like that quoted 
by the hon. member for Cairns, where the 
teacher has to travel some distance to fi11d a 
r~sid~nce. We know that in many country 
d1stncts schools are set down in the Illnst 
central position for all concerned the result 
being that there may not be an'other house 
within a mile or three-qua1terK of a mile. 
In isulateLI spol.o like that female teachers 
would not C<tre to live, and I do not SHJll"'"e 
nmny male teacher~ w,m]ct care to live alone 
either. In such cases it is not de'lrable that a 
residence should b<> attached to the school· there 
may be other cases in which it is desirable but 
those cas<-'' are di,tinctly in a minority. 'Tlw 
difficulty, of course, disappears so long as tbe 
department has no.objectiun to adding a roolll or 
two to the school m C>tses where a re,idence is 
desirable. So long as tbP department subsidises 
the whole ~milding, the difficulty is removed. I 
have nothmg more to say uvon the question, 
except that I was very glad to hear the speech of 
the Premier, and I am sure the removal of the 
maximum will be cnn,idercrl a "reat boon to 
people in the ontsitle dh,tricts-I k~ow it wi!l be 
to many people in my district. 

Mr. BROWNE, in reply: I shall not detain 
the H_o'!se long in : eplying. ·with regard to any 
oppositiOn there nnght be to the withdraw:>! of 
the maximum, I think the hon. mPmber for 
Kenned~ has de:>lt effectively with that point. 
lf there 1s any nsk of country people running 
into extravagance, th~re is a far greater danger 
of the townspeople dmr.g so. My experience of 
collecting is that it. is difficult enough to get the 
exact amount reqmred, Hnd !Je"ple are not pre­
pared to give an extra £20 simply because they are 
told the Government will sub-idise the am'nnnt 
to the extent of another £100. I have some 
sympathy with the hon. memberfnr Caims in his 
ref.erence to teachers' ~e;ddences, alt~ongh I would 
pomt o~t that accordmg t.o the str1ct wording of 
my motiOn of last year I did not considr·r it would 
cover teachers' residences. Under the Act the 
residents are compelled to contribute one-fifth of 
the cost of the teacher's residence, but there is no 
such provision with regard to provisional schools. 
I shall be glad to see the maximum abtJ!ished 
and the Minister allowed discretionary power; 
because under such a provision a strong J\1inister 
-seeing that it was not desirable tn go to the 
expense of a State school, but that it was desir­
able to have a residence attached to a provisional 
school-could grant the money under the terms 
of the regulation. I will not detain the House 
longer. After the assurance of the head of 
the Government that the regulation will be 
altered to do away with the maximum in re"nrd 
to provisional schools, I will ask leave to ,;ith­
draw the motion. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER: I move that this Hous~, at 

its rising, adjourn until Thursday next. 
Mr. DA "\VSON: May I ask the Premier if he 

will haYe printed the papers laid upon the table 
by the Secretary for Lands this afternoon in 
regard to the repurchase of Telemon. 

:Mr. JENKINSON: I would like to know 
why we cannot sit to-morrow. 

The PREi\IIER : Because there is no business. 
l\lr. ,JBNKINSON : I a!Yl very sorry to bear 

that. It is all very weil for those residing in 
town, hut it is different with those brought 
from the country to kick our heels about Bris­
bane because there is no business to do. 

The Prml\lll"'l : Parliament was only called 
together for {(•deration this session. 

Mr .• JI~NKTN~ON: Let no go home now. 
The Pm;>IIEI\: "\Ve mnst wait for the other 

House. 
J\Ir. DAWSON: You should put something on 

the ]Japer. 
Mr. l\IoDONALD: I unde<Htand that as the 

referendum is not to be taken before September 
next t)le Go,·ernment are going to ask for 
~upply. Do they think they are going to get 
Supply through in one day-Thursday-or are 
they going to extend the session for another week 
or a fortnight? I snppose it is too late now, but 
the Government should have made the necessary 
arrangetnents for asking for Supply to-nlmTO\V, 
because ic is just as well for ns to get at it. I 
Lelieve it is going to be fa.irly lively when it does 
cnme. I objf'ct to this adjonrnment, and I think 
the G overn1nent should be ~tble to nutnage their 
busines•' better. 

Mr. KIDSTON: I do not think it fair fr,r 
hon. members like the hon. member for I<'linders 
to get up and ma,ke long ~peeches at fhis late 
hour of the night. I think he should consider 
the exhansted conditi(ln of tl;e H11nsard staff and 
be merciful. 

Mr. DU?\t\FORD: I h~ve been almost a 
silent member this sesHion iil orrlel" that business 
might he carried through, bnt it appears to me 
extraordiuary that on one occasion we should sit 
here till 3 o'clock in the morning, and <•11 another 
we should get away at S o'clock at night, and then 
have to arljourn over a day. I think it is very 
nn wise to so conduct the lmsinese that we should 
h'we to keep tb<·se very long hours. I and other 
hon. members were prevented from speaking 
on a very important qm•.c,tion because the 
hours were too lR te to be anything like 
fully reported. However that is gone; but as 
there is other husinees of very great importance 
to be brought forward, the Govemment should 
have taken the first steps towards bringing that 
business along. It conld have been introduced 
to-dny, and gone on with to-1norr(nv. The 
Premier know" that on Snpply you can discuss 
almost any subject under the sun ; all the 
grievances that might have been introduced on 
the Address in Reply may be introduced on 
Supply, and the Premier, knowing that, should 
have been prepared to go on with business to­
nlorrow. 

Question put and passed. 

REPURCHASE OF TELBMON. 
Tbe PRB:YIIJ<JR : I move that the paprrR pre­

viously laid on the table in connection with thG 
proposed repurchaRe by the Government of 
Telenwn, Logan River, be printP<l. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at fifteen minutes past 

8 o.:clock. 




