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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBIY.

FripaY, 16 DECEMBER, 1898,

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3
o’clock.

MINING COMPANIES BILL.
FIRsT READING.

The House in committee having affirmed the
desirableness of introducing this Bill, it was, on
the motion of the TREASURER, read a first
time, and its second reading made an Order of
the Day for Monday next.

SUPPLY.
RrporRT FROM COMMITTEE.

Mr. ANNEAR, as Chairman of Committees,
presented a report from Committee of Supply
covering resolutions passed in connection with
the departments of Treasury, Lands, and
Agriculture.

Resolutions agreed to.

SUPPLY.
RESUMPTION oF COMMITTEE.
SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN.
STRUCTION moved that £4,410 be granted for
salaries and contingencies in this department.
There was an increase of £35 in the vote which
was made up of small advances to clerks, £25 in
one case, and in six other cases £10 each.

Mr, GLASSEY wished to direct attention to
a few paragraphs in the report of the General
Inspector for the year, which deserved the serious
consideration of the Minister and of members of
the Committes. At page 49 of the report of the
department it would be found that the General
Inspector said—

In the statistics for the year I again note provisional
schools to the number of sixty-seven, which, on the
warrant of their average attendance, onght to be State
schools, I do not bring this matter forward or press
it unduly, so as to hamper the Minister or trespass
violently on the financial resources of the country;
but malkeshifts should not be tolerated a day longer
than can be helped, let alone perpetmated; and I am
béund to point out the immense impulse that would be
imparted to the service by establishing State schools to
supersede large provisional schools amid a settled
population, and thus affording comfortable hoimes and
larger duties for married mennow serving as assistants,
on a salary which was never designed to be a salary
for a married man. Of these there are now a score on
the list, and I know of others who would marry at once
it they saw an open door to a home without straitened
circumstances. -
During the time he had been a member of the
House if there had been one thing which had
pleased him more than another it was the
liberality which had always been shown by hon.
members to make provision for the education of
the children of the colony in a reasonable manner.
He was sure that the circumstances of married
men occupying the position of teachers of pro-
visional schools at the very small salary attached
to that position must be straitened, as those
salaries were entirely inadequate for the ordinary
requirements of 2 married man and his family.,
He did not think the Minister had shown that
vigour and determination that he ought to have
exhibited in not converting those sixty-seven
provisional schools into State schools, in not
seeing that competent teachers were provided,
and that they were paid reasonable salaries. .
Persons of ability and culture would not enter
the service in consequence of the small remunera-
tion which was now paid in provisional schools,
and which it had never been intended thatb
the teachers should live upon. He was pleased
to see in the Chief Inspector’s report, that in
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consequence of the increased attendance, necessi-
tating an increase in the teaching staff of 110,
and through a number of the teachers’ salaries
being restored, there was an increase in salaries
of £19,000. It was very gratifying to know that
the system of retrenchment was being somewhat
relaxed this year ; but, at the same time, it in no
way affected the provisional school teachers,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION considered the report of the
Chief Inspector a very valuable document. The
hon. member for Bundaberg seemed to imagine
that the fact that sixty-seven provisional schools
had not been converted into State schools was
due to some default on the part of the depart-
ment, If the department had the power to
compel persons to subscribe towards the erection
of schools and to send their children to school,

. they would be able to make those schools into
State schools ; but, if the inhabitants in a dis-
trict, in which the attendance at a provisional
school was over thirty, declined to subscribe
one-fifth of the cost of the necessary buildings,
the department was unable to take any steps
whatever. To show that the department was
desirous that the present state of affairs
should terminate, he might inform the Committee
that a circular had been sent to all the com-
mitteesand teachers of thoseschools, begging them
to do their part and that the department would
find the requisite four-fifths as soon as they did
s0. In every way possible they had impressed
upon those interested the necessity of doing their
part in the matter. If the hon. member would
only suggest any means by which anything addi-
tional- could be done, he would be exceedingly
indebted to him. He thought it would be better
to postpone any discussion on the salaries until
they had discussed the administration of the
department and the reports of the Under Secre-
tary and the General Inspector,

Mr. GLASSEY : He was glad to hear that
the department had tried to remedy the state of
affairs that existed at present. He was sure that
the Minister, and the department generally,
would admit that things were not satisfactory
when they had no less than sixty-seven provi-
sional schools, some of them in places where
large populations were fairly settled. Hedid not
find any fault with the Minister for this. The
law required altering, and the sooner they
altered it the better, so that the inhabitants
should not be hampered by reasen of their having
to find one-fifth of the cost of a State school
before the department could move in the matter.
Notwithstanding the prosperity they heard of, it
was very difficult to raise this amount, and
certainly the Chief Inspector implied that there
wag some laxity on the part of the department,
when he said that he did not wish to hamper the
Minister or trespass unduly upon the financial
resources of the colony. If a different state of
things obtained,. there were many young men
who would marry if they could see their way to
maintain wives and families,

The SECRETARY F¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : He had not the slightest doubt
that the inclination of mankind was to marry,
but the usual stumbling-block was circumstances.
In regard to the interpretation which the hon.
gentleman placed upon the remarks of the Chief
Inspector, what he understood from the report
was that that officer was not a politician. His
business was to deal with scholastic matters
strietly, and his meaning simply was that he did
not wish to interfere with political matters,
which were for the legislature to deal with,
With regard to the hon. member’s criticisms
respecting provisional schools which might be
made into State schools, he was glad to find that
they did not reflect on the administration of the
department, but were directed to the present
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state of the law. They were, however, now
dealing with the Estimates for the department,
and not with the law, which might be right or
might be wrong. In some places where there
were overgrown provisional schools, the people
whose children were attending the schools. were
s0 thoroughly satisfied with the master and the
tuition imparted to their children that they did
not want any alteration, because they knew
that the moment the provisional school be-
came a State school, the teacher with whom
they were familiar, and whose abilities
and attention they admired, must be super-
seded by a classified officer. That was one
reason why the present state of affairs was
continued in some localities. Another reason
was that there were considerable differences
both in respect to wealth and in the inclina-
tion which people had to part with what
was theirs for social objects, so that their dis-
position to contribute towards the cost of con-
verting a provisional school into a State school
did not always coincide with their means.

third reason was that in portions of the country
which depended on a timber demand or the
permanence of a mining fleld there was no
gnarantee that in three or four years the popu-
Iation would not dwindle considerably, and the
inhabitants did not think it advisable to go to
the expense of putting up a costly school. The
department some time ago despatched the fol-
lowing circular to the secretaries of provisional
school committees where the attendance at the
provisional school was over thirty, namely :—

To the secretary of the provisional school at

The attendance at the provisional sechool at
has averaged for the last As defined by the
Tauecation Act of 1875, a4 provisional school is a school
in which temporary provision is made for the instruc-
tion of children; and in regulation 7 it is iaid down
that a State school niay be established where an average
attendance of thirty children is likely to be secured.

Provisional schools were designed only for thinly-
peopled Qistricts, where the attendance of pupils must
necessarily be small, and were not intended to meet
the educational wants of a numerous settled popula-
tion : for the latter a State school is the proper pro-
vision, and is the provision contemplated by the framers
of the Education Aect, and by the Parliament that
passed it. The provisional school is a makeshift, and
the department is not organised to equip those schools
with buildings, furniture, and teachers in a satisfactory
way, or to fit them to give an education up to the
standard required by the State.

I am directed by the Secretary for Public Instruction
to draw your attention to the foregoing facts, and to
request the school committee to take steps forthwith
for the establishment of a State sehool to supersede the
provisional school at If the existing buildings
are of use in couneetion with a State school, an .
allowance will he made for them. .

The school committee are invited to raise the neces-
savy local contributions, and to ask me for any further
information they require.

I have, ete.,
Under Secretary.
If any suspicion existed in the mind of the hon.
member that the department had been at fault
in the matter, he would ask what more the
department could have done than they had
already done?

Mr. SMITH had always found the Minister
and the department very anxious to further the
cause of education in every possible way. He
should like to know whether the committee of

. the provisional school at the Lower Proserpine

had takenany stepstoestablisha Stateschool there
instead of the present provisional school? 'The
place was a large centre of population, and its
prospects were very promising. At the time the
school was established he advocated that it
should be a State school.; but notwithstanding
his advocacy a provisional school was established.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION was very glad to be able to inform
the hon, member that the committee had taken
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the necessary steps to have a State school estab-
lished at the Lower Proserpine, and that the
‘Works Department had been instructed to pre-
pare plans and estimates of a building, and to
value the existing building for the purpose of
making an equitable allowance to the committee.

Mr. McDONNELL thought the Minister
deserved recognition -of the action taken with
respect to the salaries of head teachers and
assistants as shown by those Estimates. He
was pleased to see that the salaries of the lower
paid head teachers had been increased. The
Ministry had in this case departed from their
traditional policy by increasing the lower paid
at the expense of the higher instead of increas-
ing the higher paid at the expense of the lower.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
No; no one loses.

Mr. McDONNELL thought he could show
that what he had said was correct. The senior
member for Toowoomba had intended to deal
with the matter, but he was prevented from
being present to do so because he had to preside
at the breaking-up of the Toowoomba schools, as
he had done for the past fifteen years. Thehon.
member had asked him to bring forward a
few matters connected with the head teachers,
and amongst them the case of the Drayton State
school, which was closed for ten days through
the outbreak of measles. No doubt hon, members,
in common with himself, had received a circular
from the Teachers’ Association, and if hon. mem-
bers would look at tables A, B, and C, it would
be found that there was a decrease in the salaries
paid to head teachers as compared with what they
were getting in 1893, There were thirty-six
salaries counected with eight classes of schools,
and out of that number there were twenty-six on
which there were decreases. In Class 1., division
1, there was a decrease, of £30; Class IL,
£56; Class II1., £60, and Class IV., £52; and the
only classes of schools in which increases were
received by the head teachers were Classes VI,
VIL, and VIII. TIn the rest the salaries paid
were lower than in 1893 before the retrenchment.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUOTION: I
was not talking about that,

Mr. McDONNELL was glad the hon. mem-
ber admitted that he was correct. With the
exception of some wages men in the Railway
Department and the teachers, all classes in the
Public Service -had had restored to them the
amount of salary by which they had been re-
trenched in 1893. The school teachers had been
more severely retrenched at that time than any
other servants of the State, but the Treasury
was now in a good condition and the teachers
should receive the consideration that was due to
them. Under the new scheme of 1898 the
salaries of head teachers would depend to some
extent on the attendance at their schools, for
there were no emoluments,

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
They zot emoluments, only we don’t call them
emoluments.

Mr. McDONNELL: They got emoluments
before, in addition to salary.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSIRUCTION :
But they got less salary. On the whole, they
got more now than they have been getting, or at
Ieast as much.

Mr. McDONNELL: He was pointing out
that the salary would now depend to some extent
upon the attendance, and he hoped that the
spirit of the regulation 27 of the 1885 Regulations
would be observed in cases where a con-
siderable diminution in the average attendance
at a school was due to the outbreak of epi-
demics, or to other causes for which the
teacher could not be held responsible, and
the salary should not suffer in consequence.
The 6th paragraph of the head teachers’ circular
stated that about seventy head teachers would
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receive less than they received just prior to the
1893 retrenchment. A large number of head
teachers were very dissatisfied with the 1898
basis of payment, and their claims to have their
salaries restored to what they were in 1893
was reasonable, and deserved consideration.
Since they discussed the Estimates last year the
hon. gentleman had removed some of the griev-
ances, but there was still room for improvement.
In dealing with the case of the assistant teachers,
the most remarkable feature in connection with
the reduction which had been made in the time
that should elapse between prometion and pro-
motion was that it had been so strongly opposed
by the Minister in the past. He did not see why
the hon, gentleman could not have done some
years ago what he had done this year,

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLi¢ INSTRUOTION :
You do not hold the purse-strings, nor do 1,

Mr. McDONNELL: The general opinion
among hon. members for years had been that the
salaries of assistant teachers were not com-
mensurate with their work, and the regrettable
feature in connection with the reduction in time
between prometions was that it was practically
confined to Class III. He knew that there wasa
reduction of one year between promotions in
Class IT.

The SECRETARY ¥OR Pusric INSTRUCTION: In
every division—-a reduction of 33 per cent. in
the time,

Mr. McDONNELL : There was a reduction
of one year between the different divisions in
Class 1II., and one year between the different
divisions in Class 11. and Class I. The Minister
should at all events have made a reduction of
two years between promotions in Class IL
divisions, which would bring the intervals in
that class in line with Class ITI, The salary
for Class II. Division 1 was £168, and, even
if the concession he asked for was made, it
would mean that a man must be at least thirty
years of age before he could receive that salary ;
and in order to obtain it a teacher had to undergo
what was admitted by the department to be one
of the stiffest examinations in the service.
Under the regulation as it stood he would have
to be thirty-two or thirty-three yesrs of age
before he could receive that salary, or after thir-
teen years’ service. It could not be argued that
this concession would involve any considerable
expenditure, because there were only nineteen
teachers in Class III. who were eligible by
examination for admission to Class IL., and there
were only eleven assistant teachers at present in
Class II. Headmitted that theamendedregulation
made a great concession to the assistant teachers,
but the request that the reductionin time between
promotionsin Class 11, should be two years instead
of one year was not unfair when it wasremem-
bered that under the regulations of 1895 pro-
wmotions from one division to another division of
the same classcould be made annually as a reward
for efficient service, which had been testified to
by one or more favourable reportsfrom inspectors.
No matter what ability a man might show, it was
impossible for him to receive the salary he had
mentioned until he had been sixteen years in the
department ; and, admitting as he did, that a
concession had been granted by-+the amendment
of the regulations, he still maintained that the
salaries now paid, particularly in Class IIL,
were. not sufficient. There were twenty-four
married assistants in the department, and of that
number one received £102, eleven £114; and ten
£126. The leader of the Opposition dealt with
the paragraph relating to the position of these
officers, which was a matter that should receive
greater attention than it had up to the present ;
and he thought it was to the credit of Mr. Ewart,
who was always candid and open in his utter-
ances, that he had written in the strain- he had,



1576 Supply.

Of course thé Minister might say that these assis-
tants should not get married, but if an assistant
did not get married he could not get charge of a
school, and in order to advance himself he
naturally got maried. It was a most awkward
position to put an assistant teacher in, and it
was as well to recognise the position. If he did
not get married he could not get charge of a
State school ; and if he did he would only receive
a wage which, according o Mr. Ewart, was not
sufficient for a married man. No matter how
economical a man might be, he could not live
comfortably on such a salary. -

The SECRETARY FOR PUBRIC INSTRUCTION :
There are many who receive more than that who
are not married.

Mr. McDONNELL: Not very many, possibly
eight or nine, who received more than £126, and
seven of them were teachers who received allow-
ances under the regulations before 1890. The
point he wished to make was that, considering
there was a number of assistant teachers receiving
a salary of less than £126 per annum, and that
there was a very small possibility of their being
absorbed as head teachers, the Minister should
favourably. consider the advisability, if not the
justice, of giving married assistants an allow-
ance in the shape of rent. That was done
in the case of the police, and it should be
be done in that of the teachers, who had to
live up to a certain position, and it was humilia-
ting that they should have to bring up a
farnily on a salary of £114 per annum. Another
point he should like to refer to was that of
staff rank. At an interview granted by the
late Premier to the teachers at Charters Towers,
the late Mr. Byrnes said he thoroughly agreed
that their claim to have staff rank reinsti-

- tuted was a just one. Staff rank was abolished
in 1888 ; and in that year, according to a reply
the Minister gave to a question he asked the
other day, £4,184 was paid to assistants in the
shape of emoluments. That amount had prac-
tically been retrenched from their salaries
since then, and they had received no con-
sideration in respect of that retrenchment. A$
the time staff rank was in vogue, a teacher
who showed a considerable amount of ability
could at the age of twenty-five obtain a salary
of £200 per annum, inclusive .of his emoluments,
and those emoluments were paid as a recognition
of exceptional ability, But now a teacher of
exceptional ability had no better chance of pro-
motion from one class to another than the man
who was possessed of very little ability. This
matter had been brought prominently before the
public by the agitation of the teachers, and he
believed that it was owing to the fact that the
prospects of a person entering the department
were not as good as they ought to be because of
such discouragements that the department had a
difficulty in obtainingmale pupil-teachers, Under
the present system all teachers were practically on
the one plane, and the abolition of staff rank
had produced the further grievance that when a
head teacher was absent from his post through
illness, or on leave, he had the right to nominate
a teacher to take charge of the school, a system
which was open to grave abuses.

The SECRETARY #OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I do not think so.

Mr. McDONNELL : Perhaps “abuse” was
not the correct word to use ; but what he meant
was that the -head teacher might nominate a

teacher of Class III. for that duty when there’

was a teacher of Class IT. in the same school.
The TREASURER:
teacher. .
Mr. McDONNELL : Of course he was speak-
ing of cases in which the men might be equal as
far a§ teaching ability was concerned. When

staff rank was in force no such difficulty could .
arise, because the first assistant would naturally
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take charge of {he school in the absence of the
head teacher. The Queensland Education Journal
of November contained an expression of opinion
of the head teachers on this question, in which
it was stated that the system of staff rank
in vogune for assistants priovr to the retrench-
ment was a reward for meritorious service
and a recognition of the. ability of a teacher,
and that its reintroduction would remove
the disentisfaction among the assistants.
He hoped the Minister would recognise that the
establishment of staff rank was a necessity, as
under that system the most deserving and cap-
able men would receive recognition for their
ability and deserts. A rednction of the time
between promotions had been promised by the
late Premier when he was up North. He had
seen that hon., gentleman on his return to
Brishane on 17th August, and had received his
assurance that the reduction would be granted,
and at the same time Mr. Byrnes had told him
that he was strongly in favour of the re-establish-
ment of staff rank, but he could not at the tims
make any definite statement in the matter. He
gave this information at the time to the assistant
teachers’ executive.

Mr. FINNEY : The Minister had made a
splendid move ahead by the reduction of the
periods between promotions in all classes and
grades, and thegreatbody of the teachers werevery
grateful for the improvement which had placed
them in a better position than that they had been
in before, There were still, however, some who
had grievances which he hoped the Minister
would redress. Several head teachers retrenched
in 1893 had not yet had their original salaries
restored to them, and seeing that all other classes
in the ssrvice had had their salaries restored, it
was only fair that those men should receive
similar treatment. He agreed with the hon.
member for Bundaberg that the married assist-
ants were hardly dealt with, and he hoped
the Minister would do what he could to im-
prove their position. Another matter he wished
to refer to was the small pay received by
a number of the pupil-teachers,
glad to know that from the 1st January next
the male pupil-teachers would receive a small
advance in salary, he was sorry to learn that
the girls wers to get mno advance at all. He
was surprised to find that the Minister had for-
gotten them ; he thought that even as a matter
of gallantry thehon, gentlemanshouldhave raised
the salaries of the girls before the boys. He
hoped the points he had referred to would be
taken into favourable consideration. e knew
Ministers could not do all they wished, but if
they did all they could, no more could be expected
from them. .

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : The hon. member for Forti-
tude Valley had asked certain questions which
he stated would have been asked by the hon.
member for Toowoomba had he been present. He
regretted very much the absence of that hon.
member, * The diminution in attendance at the
A great many
schools had had to be closed in consequence of
epidemics, and the rule of the department in
such a case was to take the average attendance of
the previous year. The hon. member had dealt
with the time which had elapsed between promo-
tions. He had admitted that a very consider-
able concession had been made in Class IIT., as
teachers would now be able to obtain in two
years that promotion which had in the past
taken them three years to obtain. But even in
the highest grades of the service the time
between promotions had been reduced by one
year—from four years to three years ; so that in
every case there was a_reduction of one year.
The same principle had been followed which
held in other -departments—that promotion

‘While he was .

.
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n the ower grades was more rapid than in the
higher, where the responsibility was much
greater,

Mr. MoDoNNELL: There is a difference be-
tween the Bducation Department and the other
departments. In the Hducation Department
the examinations get more difficult as they
advance,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The course adopted had only
been adopted after very considerable reflection,
and it was not thought desirable to make any
further change. He would just give hon. mem-
bers some information regarding promotions in
the department., A boy entering the depart-
ment ag a pupil-teacher at the age of fourteen
years, under the old system received £30, which
was more than boys of that age received outside
the department. After passing his examination
—and failures were the exception—at fifteen
years of age he received £40, at sixteen years

he received £50, and at seventeen years £65a-

year. There were plenty of men employed on
stations and farms who did not receive more
than £65 a year——or £1 Bs. a week,

Mz, Jackson : Those boys have to study at
night in order to pass their examinations.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCUTION : Had not every child at school
to study at night ?

Mr. JacKsoN : You are drawing a comparison
between these boys and those employed outside.
_.The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Was there anything to prevent a
boy employed outside attending the technical
college at night? As amatter of fact many of them
did. If the pupil-teacher at the end of his fourth
year passed his examination for admission into
Class IT1, at the age of eighteen years, he received
£102. Three years of routine work would bring

himinto thenextdivision,and at theageof twenty--

one years he would receive £114 a year, and by
the time he was twenty-four years old he would
receive £126 per annum. Of course during his
pupilage he had been receiving a good educa-
tion, which should count for ~something.
Under the new system, owing to the period
between promotions being reduced -from three
years to two years, he could receive the same
salary of £126 when he was in his twenty-third
year. If he had passed Class I1. he would, in
his twenty-fifth year, be receiving £144 per
annum, As to the statement of the Chief
Inspector that there were married assistants in
the service who were receiving salaries that were
never designed for married men, he might
remark that there were many people in the
world who married on a salary which was never
designed for .a married man, but whether. they
married or not was a matter that must be left
to their own discretion. It did not necessarily
follow that because a man married on a small
salary it was the duty of the State to instantly
increase it, and pay him for the delightful
privilege of living the life of a benedict, If
the hon., member laid that down as a principle
it would be intelligible, although he -might not
agree with him. But they must either do that
or do as they did in banks, and refuse to allow
any of their officers to marry until they received
a certain salary. There was no neecessity for the
hon., member to make a grievance of the fact
that assistant teachers got married, although he
admitted that it was undesirable that they
should marry on small salaries, but still it was
not the fault of the department.

Mr. McDoNNELL: Is it not the rule that a
man cannot be given charge of a school unless he
is married ? .

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : They did not appoint single
men to mixed schools, but the rule did not apply
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to boys’ schools. There were plenty of married
teachers in the service already, and there wers
some in the intermediate state, which they called
‘engaged,” who deferred their marriage until
they got charge of a school, But there was no
necessity for teachers to get married on the
chance of getting charge of a school. As he
said, according to the hon, member’s view they
would either have to increhse every officer’s
salary simply because he chose to get married,
or else they would have to forbid marriage until
the officerreceived a certain salary. The hon. mem-
ber could not expect them to open fresh schools
just because there happened to be a great number
of teachers who were married or wished to get
married. Although it was a source of con-
gratulation that there were so many good officers
in the service, they could not make offices for
them ; they must wait until vacancies occurred.
Another point the hon. member for the Valley
made was that the head teachers did not receive
as large salaries as they did in 1893. He did not
guestion that, but he made no profession to deal
with that that year.  They did not receive any
less than they did last year, and he saw no reason
why the remuneration paid years ago in salary
and emoeluments should be an inflexible standard.
He had heard hon. members opposite lay down
the principle that the question was not whether
an officer received a certain sum of money five
or six years ago, but whether the payment he
received now was a fair payment. The hon. mem-
ber weuld, he thought, contend that the change
which had been made was unreasonable in itself.-

Mr. McDonNELL : I do not think it is fair to a
number of the teachers to reduce their salaries.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: They had not reduced the
salary of any head teacher.

Mr. McDorNNELL: They are getting less than
they were in 1893.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Head teachers were not getting
less than they had received during the last twor
years, and they had got back most of what was
taken from them at the retrenchment of 1893,
while the teachers in the lower classes were.very
materially benefited by the change. The only
ones who had not benefited by the advance in
salary were a very small number of head
teachers, and they had not lost. The ques-
tion hon. members had to consider was, not
what was paid to teachers in 1893, but whether
the present salaries were reasonable or not
reasonable. The lower paid teachers received
an increase, and the higher paid teachers got
the following sums:—In schools of Class VI,,
£240; Class V., £280; Class IV, £320;
Class ITL, £360; Class I1., £400; and Class L.,
£450, and in each case the teacher had a house.
At the present time there were rectors, at any
rate in HEngland, whose emoluments did not
amount to £100, after the necessary deductions
for taxes, Was £450 and a house, or £400 and a
house, a fair salary for a teacher? Of course it
was natural that an association should endea-
vour to get more money for those who
belonged to that association; but that fact did
not affect the reasonableness of the salaries paid.
The arrangement was as fair as the department
had been able to make it. In considering the
position of the lower-paid teachers, they felt that
the inerease given to them was more impera-
tively necessary, but if the Committee considered
that the salaries proposed were insufficient, and
the public were of that opinion, then mno doubt

‘the teachers would get more on some future

occasion. With regard to staff rank, he was
entiroly unable to agree with the hon. member.
It was quite true that his late leader and
lamented friend had expressed himself in favour
of staff rank; but the hon. gentleman after-
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wards told him that he did not profess to know
very much about the matter. Fe could assure
the Committee that it would be exceedingly
injudicious to restore staff rank. The year before
last a board of eleven inspectors considersd
the matter, and the opinion of the majority
was that staff rank was absolutely unworkable.
That was why it bad been abolished.- That was
the opinion of the Under Secretary, of Inspector
Platt, and of the General Inspector, and he
ventured to say that on a subject of that sort
the opinion of those gentlemen would necessarily
be of more value than any formed by osher
persons who had not the same experience. That
he considered a fatal objection to it.

Mr. McDoNNELL: The hoad teachers were in
favour of it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Naturally. They belonged to
the one body, and as trade unionists they stood
by orte another. When by staff rank an assistant
teacher would get a certain title and take the
position of the héad teacher in his absence, with
so much more money attachéd to the position,
naturally from a feeling of camaraderie they
would think it very desirable that that should
take place. Staff rank it had been decided by
the permanent head of the department and by
a majority of eleven inspectors in conference,
was unworkable. He was also perfectly clear
in his cwn mind that it was unworkable, and
that was about as good a reason as one could

give,

Mr. JACKSON : After the increase recently
given to male pupil-teachers, they were pretty
well paid, but he did not think the female pupil-
teachers were paid well enough, He was aware
that in the department, as well as outside,
females did not get the samerate of pay as males
for doing the same work. He did not know the
cause of that unless it was that women were not
organised as men were, and in the case of the
female teachers it was probable that they
had received no increase, because they were
not members of the teachers’ association.  Before
the increase to male pupil-teachers, boys up
North could do better at almost any other
occupation, and from some correspondence

e had read from some of the Townsville
schools he thought the increase had been given
because of the difficulty experienced in getting
male pupil-teachers in the North. He was quite
sure that if they did not increase the pay to
female pupil-teachers they would soon find ereat
difficulty 1n getving girls to enter the depart-
ment. Wages outside were going up; at all
events he knew it ivas very difficult to get
domestic servants at present, and it might be
found that girls would prefer to go to service
rather than to enter the department at the
salary at present offered.

Mr, Morean: I am very much afraid that
will not be so.

Mr. JACKSON : They might not prefer to go
to domestic service, but they might prefer to go
to factories or shops rather than to enter the
department, when it involved a good deal of
study at night. The Minister seemed to mini-
mise that difficulty, and to think that the study
at night was a good thing.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
From an educational point of view I venture to
think so. -

Mr. JACKSON thought it a good thing for
boys and girls, as well as for the country ; but in
the case of those engaged in other occupations,
where it was done it was done voluntarily. He
was sorry some deputations had not waited upon
the Minister to securs some improvement in the
salaries of female pupil-teachers, - Otherwise he
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could congratulate the Government with regard
to the teachers, whose position, on the whole, had
been considerably improved.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION said there was no distinction
made between the sexes in so far as the increases
to head teachers were concerned. It was true
they were not paid at the same rate, but that was
a universal custom, and he was not therefore
concerned to defend it.

Mr. Jackson : Can you justify it ?

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION could, but he did not think it
worth while under the circumstances. With
regard to the female pupil-teachers he pointed
out that the boys who had had an advancs
only got now what had been given to male pupil-
teachers many years ago, while in the case
of the girls there had been no reduction at all.
With regard to the difficulty of getting male
pupil-teachers, returning, as it were, to school

“was not generally looked forward to with

enthusiasm by boys; but the evidence which had
been adduced at Townsville did not prove that
the difficulty there was due to the want of
attractiveness in the schools, because there was
the same difficulty in getting candidates for
admission into the Public Service, where the
lowest pay was £50. A very good reason why
they should not offergreaterinducementsto female
pupil-teachers was that they already had too
many applicants for departmental requirements.
At the same time the salaries had not been re-
duced, and, taking the average, the pay given to
female pupil-teachers in private schools was not
more than half what was paid by the department

It would not be humane to endeavour to attract a
far larger number of people than they could find
employment for. He wished to remove the im-
pression that the meeting of the Teachers’ Asso-
ciation had had anything to do with the raising
of salaries, The matter had been under con-
sideration by the department for a long time

and it was more a question of want of funds than
anything else that nothing had been done before.
‘When the permanent heads of the department
made representations to the Minister which were
reasonable, he was only too glad to accede to
them, and the conditions being now more pro-
pitious a change had been made, which appeared
to be generally approved of by hon members,

Mr. McDONNELL did not consider the hon.
gentleman had given a satisfactory explanation
of the disparity between the salaries of male and
female pupil-teachers. There was a difference
of £20 for each of the four years. Even ad-
mitting that females received less outside the
department as well as inside it, the difference was
too great; and, if the payment could not be
equalised, the difference might be reduced. In
good business houses—such as drapery establish~
ments—ladies received almost as much as men
in the leading positions. He had never been
able to understand why women should not
receive the same remuneration as men for the
same class of work, and it was unwise of the
State to support the principle merely because it
was of such general application. He believed
that there was not such a great difference
between the salaries paid to male and female
teachers in the grammar schools. The salaries
of the female pupil-teachers should also be in-
creased, because he had been given to understand
that they had been reduced in 1893.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The information which he had given was per-
fectly correct. The salaries of the female pupil-
teachers had never been reduced. )

Mr. McDONNELL : That was no argument
why they should not be increased now. Another
matter which he wished to submit to the
Minister dealt with theregulations in connection



Supply.

with female provisional teachers who had passed:
the examination for admission into Class III.
At present female teachers had to pass an
examination for classification in State schools,
but they were obliged to remain in the pro-
visional schools waiting for appointments for
gsome years, and allowance should be made to
them during that period. He hoped the Minister

- would take that into consideration, In dealing
with the salaries of head teachers, the Minister
said that he did not take into consideration the
rates that were paid in 1893, but only those
paid now; but he thought those officers had
reason to believe that their salaries would be
restored to what they were in 1893, the same
as those of officers in other branches of the
gervice had been. They had received back half
the amount of the reduction, and had been
expecting to be restored to the old rates,
although he did not know whether they had any
reason to expect a full restoration, Of course
he felt more sympathy with the lower paid
assistants, and desired more to see their salaries
increased; but he admitted that the head
teachers, who were highly certificated men,
should also receive consideration, In regard to
the assistants, there was the inducement held
out to them to get married that they would
then have the chance of being placed in charge
of State schools, and as they did not receive any
increase of salary on their marriage, it was only
fair that they should be given some concession
in the shape of an allowance for rent.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : In connection withfemale pupil-
teachers, he had said that he was not aware that
any alteration had taken place in their salaries
—and that was perfectly correct—since 1875.
Previous to that the old board of education
existed, and under that board the sslaries were
lower than now, and they were now being paid
small amounts as probationers, which they had
not been paid previously.

Mr, McDoxNNELL : I was talking about female
teachers in charge of provisional schools, who
have passed their examinations for classification ;
and I suggested that they should receive some
allowance for the period between the passing of
the examination and their admission into State

schools.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : He would give the matter
further consideration and see if anything could
be done. In regard to head teachers, he
admitted that they might possibly anticipate
that they would be reinstated into the same
position that they occupied before the retrench-
ment of 1898. One-half of what was taken from
the teachers in 1893 had been restored. But the
whole system had been changed, and teachers were
not paid by the same methods now as they were
formerly. It was generally considered that the
plan of paying them partly by classification and
partly by additional emoluments was exceedingly
anomalous, unsatisfactory, and complicated,
and they had adopted a new system. And
while the fact that teachers weré receiving
a certain salary in 1893 was taken into
consideration in framing this new system,
it was not considered that the teachers had
any ground of complaint at present in con-
sequence of their having had a particular salary
six years ago; nor was it considered that the
department were bound to replace them with
regard to emoluments in precisely the same
position as they occupied in 1893, TUnder
the present arrangement there had been to
some extent an equalisation of the salaries
of the lower paid and the higher paid teachers.
With regard to the statement that the depart-
ment offered inducements to teachers to get
married, while the department said that a
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single teacher was not eligible for the charge of
a mixed State school, yet they did not induce
teachers to get married, and they did not ask
them to get married.

Mr. CALLAN .thought the teachers were in a
remarkably good position, and that far too much
money was spent on them. In a colony like this,
where there were so many children growing up
without education, the first object of the depart-

ment should be to see that those children received -

some instruction. A short time ago he asked
the Minister for a school at Mount Morgan.
The estimated cost of that school was £2,240,
and out of that there was £450 for a teacher’s
residence, and the people who wanted the school
had to subscribe one-fifth of the whole amount
required, He thought that £450 out of such a
sum for a teacher’s residence was outrageous. On
his representing the matter to the Minister the
cost was reduced to £300, but even that was too
much. The first thing the department should do
was to provide means for giving the children at
least the rudiments of education, and not make
the teachers so awfully comfortable. The head
mistress of the girls’ school recently erected at
Mount Morgan, at a cost of about £2,000, was
provided with no accommodation. If they did
not supply house accommodation for the mistress
of a girls’ school, why should they do so for the
master of a boys’ school? The matter was one
which the department should rectify.

Mr. FOGARTY did not agree with the hon.
member that their teachers were overpaid. On
the contrary, he thought many of them were
underpaid, and he was sure that nine-tenths of
the members of the House would support the
restoration of their salaries to what they were
prior to the retrenchment of 1898. He com-
plained of the way in which the colony was
divided with respect to allowances for extra cost
of living. The colony was divided into four
divisions, some of which were 800 or 900 miles
across, and those at the extreme end of such a
large division were at a great disadvantagein the
matter. As a ease in point, he knew of a female
teacher who had been transferred at the same
salary 400 miles away from the centre of civilisa
tion where she had been previously employed,
and she got no allowance for extra cost of living.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Where was the change from, and to ?

Mr. FOGARTY did not care aboub answer-
ing that question, but he would give the infor-
mation to the hon. member privately. He
hoped the department would consider the abso-
lute necessity of increasing the salaries paid to
provisional schools teachers, and of providing
them with house accommodation. e knew of
one case in which a small settlement of poor
people had put their hands into their pockets
and provided a house for their teacher, and the
Government should step in and follow so good
an example. He hoped that if they were not
inclined to do so, the House would compel them
to do it. In connection with a school where
there had been a falling off in the attendance due
to an epidemic such as measles——

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCIION :
That has been already explained.

Mr. FOGARTY was pleased to hear it, and
that no loss would fall upon the teachers in con-
sequence. With respect to the intervals between
promotions from one grade to another, he thought
there should be no fixed time but that the exami-
nations should be held, say, every year or every
half-year, and the higher classifications gained at
the examinations should be given effect to at
once. It might cost a little more money to adopt
that system, but it would be money well spent.
The Hducation Department was the most im-
portant in the State, and he knew several head
teachers who, if they had been engaged in any
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other pursuit, would be in receipt of at least
twice their present salaries,
numbers of teachers, the sum of £3,500 was not
sufficient for the extra cost of living, He did

not charge the department with unfairness in .

the matter, but if inquiries weére made it would

be found that there was a great difference in

the cost of the necessaries of life in the various
divisions, and some allowance should be made
. on that account. He noticed that the chief
clerk was again down to receive £400. He had
not the honour of his acquaintance, but, con-
sidering the good work he did, his services
deserved some recognition in the way of an
increase of salary. He was sorry that no pro-
vision had been made with regard to the sugges-
tion made last session by the hon. member for
Cambooya with reference to the strychnine cure
for snakebite. The whole of the people on the
Darling Downs were in favour of the hon, mem-
ber’s suggestion.

Mr. SMITH did not understand the hon.
member for Fitzroy to contend that head teachers
were overpaid, but that male teachers were very
much better provided forthan the femaleteachers.
He would like to know whether anything had.
been done in connection with the establishment
of superior schools? Another matter on which
he wished for information was if any bursaries
to the Agricultural College had been applied for?

The TREASURER: Only one this year—three

last year. ) -
_ Mr. SMITH was sorry that there had only
been one application, but it was possibly due to
the fact that sufficient publicity had not been
given to the establishment of the bursaries. The
department might very wisely have a printed
card in every school letting the scholars know
that bursaries and scholarships were obtainable
under certain conditions. Inthe ontside districts
they were quite an unknown thing, and if the
scholars were informed of the conditions on
which they were granted, there might be more
applications for them. In a place like Brisbane
there was plenty of competition among the
various schools, but in the outside districts the
teachers might be encouraged to prepare their
pupils for the bursaries and grammar school
scholarships, as at present they did not seem to
take the interest they should in the matter.

Mr, HOOD: He thought they should all be
proud of their Education Act, but he wished to
point out that there were a number of settlers in
the Western districts who did not live close
enough together to get up a provisional school,
There were also a large number of married men
working on the rabbit fences and on stations
who ltved from fifteen to twenty miles apart,
and their families were growing up, in many cases,
totally without education. When a man had
done a hard day’s work he did not feel inclined
to ‘give his children much education, and the
children had no one else to look to for education
but their parents, He hoped the Minister
would take the matter into consideration during
the recess, and see if he could not initiate some
system by which itinerant teachers might be
sent to those sparsely populated districts.

Mr, DANIELS : The department had gone to
considerable expense in printing largs cards
showing the various descriptions of snakes and
explaining the symptoms of snakebite, but they
had given no instructions as to how to cure those
bites. At the Springside State School in his
electorate therehad been two cases of shakebite;
and last year two children died from it at Pitts-
worth, whose lives would certainly have been
saved if Dr. Mueller’s cure had been used. The
first cure of a death adder’s bite that he had ever
heard of wag in the case of a nieco of his own,
aged eighteen months, who was bitten in the
finger, and the snake held on until it was shaken
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off, tearing away portions of the flesh. The cure
was a very simple one, and he would read the
directions for using it :—

Dr. MuEILER says:—“ (¢) I am using a solution of
nitrate of strychnine of 1in 240 of water with a little
glycerine. () 20 wminims of this are injected in the
usual manner of an hypodermic injection. (¢) The
frequency of repetition depends on the symptoms being
more or less threatening, say from 10 to 20 minutes.
‘When all have disappeared, and the strychnine shows its
first independent action by slight. muscular spasms, the
injections must, as a matter of course, be discontinued,
unless after a while the poison again re-asserts itself.
The quantity of strychnine required in some cases has
amounted to a grain or more within a few hours,
Both poisons are thoroughly antagonistic, and no hesita-
tion need be felt on pushing on the nse of the drug to
quantities that would be fatal in the absence of snake
poison. Out of about 100 cases treated after my
method, some of them at the point of death, there has
been but one failure, and this arose from the injections
heing discontinued after 1} grains had been injected.
(4) Any vart of the body will of course do for the
injection, though I am in-the habit of making them in
the neighbourhood of the bitten part, or on it.”

The CHAIRMAN : I wust remind the hon.
member that there is no item in the vote dealing

 with the matter to which the hon. member is

now referring. I am very sorry to have to stop
him, becausé his remarks are very interesting
and instructive.

Mr, DANIELS: He had been into schools,
and had seen large cards giving descriptions of
snakes, and he only wanted the Government to
go g little further in a ditection in which a great
deal of good might be done. He sincerely
trusted that the Minister would take the matter
into consideration, and take the advice, not of
the expert Dr. Wray, but of the expert Dr.

Hunt.|

Mr. GRIMES was pleased that something
had been done towards restoring the salaries of
teachers to what they were previous to the
retrenchment, and hoped the Minister would
continue in that direction until the whole of the
claims were satisfied. He was also glad to hear
that on account of the large amount of sickness
which had prevailed among children this year
—necessitating the closing of schools in some
instances—the department intended to take the
rolls of lagt year in deciding the classifications of
schools. Some of the teachers had been attacked
by the same sickness as was prevalent among
the children, and it would have been very hard
on them if their salaries had been reduced at a
time when they were put to additional expense.

Mr. KEOGH wished to refer to the salary of
the chief clerk, Mr, Woodcock. Previous to 1833
that gentleman received £500 per annum, but he,
was thenretrenched along with other officers inghe
service, and he had not been reinstated, as most of
the other officers had been, in bis former position,
his present salary being only £400 a year. Con-
sidering that he was a very capable officer, and
that some 16,000 or 17,000 letters passed through
his hands in the course of a year, he was certainly
entitled to some consideration, He hoped the
Minister would see his way to restore to Mr.
Woodcock the salary he formerly received.

Mr. GLASSEY had a very great regard for the
chief clerk, who was a very excellent officer, bub
did not think there was any justification for
increasing his salary, and he should certainly
oppose any proposal in that direction. Mr,
‘Woodcock received a salary of £400 a year, and
£50 from other sources, and he was well paid at
£9 a week., There was no less than five
inspectors of schools who received only £400, and
they were men of the highest attainments and
capacity, and had to travel from place to place
to examine. the schools ; and he did not see any
reason why a larger salary should be paid to
the chief clerk than was paid to those officers.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC .IN-
STRUCTION: With regard to an increase of
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the salary of the officer referred to, he could only
say that the Estimates had been very carefully
considered, and as the hon., member should
know, even if he were disposed to add to them,
he could not do so. Allusion had been made to
the fact that accommodation was provided for
male and not for female head teachers, but it
must be obvious that accommodation had to be
provided in the case of a man with a wife and
family, which was not necessary in the case of a
female head teacher who was a woman without a
husband. With respect to the suggestion that
accommodation should be provided for provi-
sional school teachers, it was eminently undesir-
able to provide a single lodging for a man in
the bush, and still more undesirable to pro-
vide a single lodging for a young woman with
no one to protect her. With reference to
the question of the hon. member for Bowen,
about the secondary education which the House
had approved of, he was glad to be able to
say that the system was in force in every
State school where there was a sufficient num-
ber of children. With regard to the bursaries
to the Agricultural College there had been
three last year and there was one this year. It
was a matter for regret that there had been so
little competition for them. ~ He did not know
what was the reason, but he could inform the
Committee that they intended to send circulars
round to all the State school teachers this year
asking them to direct the attention of the school
committees, the parents, and the children to
the fact that those bursaries were at the dis-
posal of those who won them. With respect to
the matter mentioned by the hon. member for
Cambooya, he was informed by the health
officer that it was not advisable that school
teachers should become bush sSurgeons and be
entrusted with hypodermic syringes and strych-
uine to experiment upon people who believed
they had been bitten by snakes, which, after all,
might be of a perfectly harmless variety. It
might as reasonably be suggested that because
people were sometimes poisoned in the country
districts the school teachers should be provided
with stomach pumps and instructed i their use,
and then he did not know where it would end,
unless they provided that every teacher should
be a duly qualified medical man. The matter of
allowances for extra cost of living was one
which required a good deal of investigation, and
was not easy to arrange. It had been under
the consideration of a board of inspectors who
travelled in every part of the colony; and it
had so far been decided that for the purpose the
colony should be divided into four divisions, and
the allowances graded accordingly. The objec-
tions to that scheme were only such as might
be raised to any scheme contrived by human
ingenuity, and he believed it would be found on
the whole to work satisfactorily. It had been
stated that the retrenchment which took place
some years ago amounted to one-third of the
teachers’ salaries. That was not by any means
correct, There had been a loss, but the reduc-
tion was in connection with what they called
““additional emoluments.” The salaries of the
teachers, as salaries, had never been interfered

with.

Mr. BROWNE drew attention to the vote
passed last session that in the opinion of the
House with regard to the cost of buildings
provisional schools should be placed on the same
footing as State schools. He had received

inquiries as to when that would come into force.-

He saw their vote for the purpose was doubled
this year, and perhaps the Minister would give
the Committee some information about it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Although he was anxious to
carry into effect the will of the House in the
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mabter, it could not be done until the vote for
the purpose was carried. Hon. members would
see that the vote which last year stood at £1,500
was now increased to £3,000, and that had been
placed on the Estimates to meet the additional
demands which the department expected would
arise by their having in future to bear four-fifths
instead of half the expensa of putting up pro-
visional schools. As soon as the vote was
passed regulations would be framed to give it
effect, and would be gazetted as soon as possible.

Mr. FOGARTY asked for an explanation of
the fact that while both Ipswich and Toowoomba
received £250 last year, in the shape of grants
in aid of technical education, this year Ipswich
was down for £500, while Toowoomba. was only
to receive £250, although Toowoomba was larger
than Ipswich?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : The people of Ipswich had this
year subscribed a much larger amount, and as
the grant was in the nature of a subsidy of £1
for £1, the vote was increased in consequence.
If the people of Toowoomba had informed him
that the sum of £250 would be insufficient, he
should have been very glad to have placed a
larger sum on the HEstimates. In Ipswich tech-
nical education had grown to considerable magni-

tude.

Mr, FOGARTY had reason to believe that the
people of Toowoomba would subseribe a very con-
siderable sum of money for technical education
in the next six months, and he regretted that the
Minister had not been approached in reference
to an increased grant. In the event of his antici-
pation being verified, could the hon. gentleman
make provision for the increased subsidy on the
Supplementary Estimates ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION could not make any such promise.
It was purely a matter for the Cabinet, If
the hon. member had approached him at an -
earlier period, he would gladly have put more
money on the Estimates, and 1f it was possible
to meet the hon. member’s views, if more money
was required, be would do what he could do to
help him.

Mr. MAUGHAN congratulated the depart-
ment on its report, and also on the jncrease in
the vote. There was no doubt_that the depart-
ment was taking steps to remedy a good many of
the evils under which the teachers had suffered
for years past. The hon. member for Warrego
would have the sympathy of every country
member in his remarks as to the necessity for
employing itinerant teachers, There were dozens
of children who were receiving no education even
in his electorate, which was in the so-called
settled district. He had had occasion to bring
several cases under the notice of the department,
which had always shown itssympathy. He was
glad that.the Minister had brought about
some reform In connection with the award-
ing of scholarships, concerning which there
had previously been a good deal of heart-
burning. He was also glad to see that the
vote for State schools was largely increased,
and also that the cost of administration and
ingpection wasso small. He had had to approach
the department on several occasions, and he
wished to place on record his satisfaction at the
manner in which the claims of his constituents
had been received. One matter which required
some attention was the salary which was paid to
the acting chief clerk—Mr. Story., He was
down to receive £190 this year—an increase of
£10—but, considering the importance of his
work, he was very much underpaid. He was
one of the most competent young officers in the
service, and he hoped to see him getting a much
larger salary next year, He saw no reference in
the report to reports from the various grammar
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chools ; and he would like to see arrangements
made for reports from the trustees of the grammar
schools as to the work of the schools during the
year. He wished also to refer to the condition of
the boys’school at Ipswich, and he was sure that if
either of the members for that electorate had
been présent they would have extorted some
promise from the Minister that something should
be done in the direction of repairs, He was
pleased with the reportas a whole, and believed
that the Minister had taken a great interest in
the department.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: He might inform the hon.
member that the plans for a new =school at
Ipswich had been approved by the department,
and the only difficulty now was a local one. The
school committee desired to erect the new build-
ing on a site which was controlled by the muni-
cipality, who were not disposed to grant it, and
he regretted that no modus vivends had yet been
arrived at. In regard to the salary paid to Mr.
Story, who was really only acting chief clerk, he
had recommended that it should be increased ;
and if it were increased to £300 a year, he should
consider that nobody could be more thoroughly
worth it. Concerning the grammar schools, he
should be exceedingly pleased to have these
reports sent in to the department ; but grammar
schools were independent bodies, and resented
being interfered with in any way. He did not
think the Grammar Schools Act gave him power
to insist upon reports being supplied.

Mr, SIM said there was a sum of £7,550 down
for technical education, which he considered a
most important question, and he should be very
glad if the Minister would tell them what was
being done in connection with the expenditure of
that money.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The department was doing all
that it could, and the hon. member would see
that the amount had been increased. He was
glad to say that they expected that the whole of
this amount would probably be applied for in
order to subsidise the amounts raised locally. In
North Brisbane there were over 1,300 pupils and
some thirty or forty teachers, and there was a
growing ingerest in the system all over the colony.
The sum available last year was £6,100, and out

of that £4,700 was applied for and paid. North
Brisbane received £1,760; South Brisbane,
£125; Ipswich, £500; Toowoomba, £221;

Warwick, £247 ; Gympie, £224; Rockhampton,
£250 ; Townsville, £500; Mackay, £116; and
Charters Towers, £250. The subsidies really re-
presented half the amount spent in each place,
and, generally speaking, three-quarters of the sum
available was demanded and paid. .

Mr. KERR: A request had been made for
endowment of funds raised by shearers on stations
for the purpose of establishing libraries, Had
anything been done in the matter ? ;

The SECRETARY FOR. PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Terrick Terrick and Barcaldine
had applied, and all possible steps had been
taken to meet the request that had been made.

Mr. KERR thanked the Minister for the way
m which he had met the request of the men.
The money raised the first year had not been
paid into the bank, but steps were being taken
to obtain a voucher from the station manager, so
as to satisfy the department that the money was
spent on the ohject for which it was raised.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : The department would accept
any proof of which the Auditor-General ap-

proved,

Mr. GLASSEY : Regarding the refusal of the
grammar schools to furnish reports to the depart-
ment, he did not see why they should resent such
a request., Parliament had been very liberal to
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them, and had a right to demand reports from
theschools. If the grammar schools took up that
lofty attitude, he would be disinclined to give
themr a shilling of endowment. It was certainly
not to their interest to withhold the reports,

Mr. MAUGHAN: Had the Minister any
recollection of the department asking for those
reports ?

The SECRETARY I'OR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : The department made applica- -
tion some twenty years ago, but the reply was
so chilling that they had not ventured to repeat
the request. The schools were not in any way
subject to the department, and probably men of
high attainments might think it infre dig. to
supply reports to a departinent occupied more
immedistely with primary education. Reports
were, however, issued yearly at the distribution
of prizes.

. Mr. GLASSEY was glad the refusal had
taken place so far back as twenty years ago. It
was a reasonable request to make, and Puarlia-
ment would be very pleased to get the informa-
tion,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : He would see that the grammar
schools were acquainted with the expression of
opinion by hon. members.

Mr. BELL: The leader of the Opposition
seemed disposed to take stringent measures if
such reports were not furnished to Parliament,
but he was sure there was no disinclination on
the part of the grammar schools to submit to
competent authorities what they were doing.
The inspectorial staff of the department no
doubt comprised an excellent body of men, bub
if the department undertook the investigation of
the work of the grammar schools it would pro-
bably require inspectors with higher qualitica-
tions, and the cost of inspection would be con-

_ siderably increased. The grammar schools issued

annually most comprehensive reports, and if the
department sent inspectors to those schools, he
really did not know that the public would be
made acquainted with any more than they knew

now. .

Mr. GLASSEY : What he had said was that
as Parliament voted £10,000 a year for grammar
schools it was not too much to ask that an
annual report should be furnished by them to
the department.

Mr. STORY : In the last session and the
previous session the Housé affirmed that some-
thing should be done for the puipose of educa~
ting bush children, He was not going over the
whole argument again, but wished to call
attention to the fact that nothing whatever had
been done in that direction. He bore willing
testimony to the usefulness and kindness of the
Minister and the officials of the department, who
had helped him in every way within the regu-
lations towards getting schools in the outside
districts, But there was a point at which
their help was stopped by regulation, and
it was beyond that point that the greatest
difficulty was found iz doing anything at all.
Without being presumptuous, he might say that
before the next election it would be well for the
Minister to give the greatest consideration to
this matter. It was not a matter that affected
the towns hke it affected the peoplein the far
West, who looked confidently to the Government
forsome help. In some places, where provisional
schools had been established twenty or thirty
miles from other schools, it was impossible to get
suitable teachers to go to those places. He did
not mean that they were unsuitable as far as
atbainments were concerned, but on account of
the surroundings being so very different from
anything to which they had been accustomed
where civilisation was more advanced, and it was
not to be expected that they would be satisfied
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with the conditions that existed there, It cost a
considerable amount to send a teacher to one of
those places, and after a few months there was a
request for a transfer ; then another teacher had
to be sent, and that teacher very soon wished to
be transferred, and so the dissatisfaction and the
expense went on. And there were numbers of
children in the West who could not possibly
attend any State, provisional, or half-time
school. :

The CHAIRMAN : We have had all this
from the hon. member before,

Mr. STORY : Not this session,

The CHAIRMAN : 'If the hon. member
means to assist the Minister to carry on his
business, I hope he is not going over the whole
question again,

Mr. STORY : He said, when he commenced,
that he did not intend to go over the whole
question again, but the Committee would under-
stand that this was a matter of great gravity in
his district. The children who were eleven
years old when he spoke on the question in 1896,
were now past school age and at work, so their
chance was gone ; and this time three years there
would be another lot whose chance would have
gone. That must be his excuse for bringing the
question forward. There was a way out of the
difficulty, as had been proved at homestead after
homestead in the West, which had turned out
well-educated men, and intellectual, gracious,
and graceful women, This had been done by
employing tutors accustomed to the conditions
that existed in that part of the country, and if
the State would assist the people there to educate
their own children, as they were paying for the
education of everybody else, he would ask no
more.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : He took it that what the hon.
gentleman advncated was that the department
should periodically examine those children to
whom he referred, and pay by results.

Mé. Story : Exactly—however they are edu-
cated.,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Short of providing a tutor for
every family, the department had done all it
could ; but those to whom offers of assistance
had been made were not satisfied. In the case
of three groups, the Under Secretary had written
to those interested, and told them he would
place an itinerant teacher at their disposal ; but
when they understood”that he would be at one
place only a short time before he would have to
go on to the next, they expressed their disap-
prosal of the proposal.

Mr. StorY: Ihave always said that could not
possibly work,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : The desirability of doing snme-
thing in the matter was quite evident to the
department, and that they had veally done
everything they could, short of providing a tutor
for each family.

Mr. BELL recognised fully the earnestness
of the hon. member for Balonne, but thought
it was only right that he should bear his testi-
mony to the work of the departmentin the matter
of providing teaching for isolated groups of
children. They might not provide teachers for
children. in groups of two, three, or four; they
might not provide a tutor for each family ; but
wherever ten or twelve children could be
gathered together, the department were prepared
to provide a teacher and to establish a provisional
school,

The PREMIER : He had expressed a desire
that the House should rise before Christmas, but
certainly if they occupied six hours every night
in discussing an item of £4,000, as they had done
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this evening, it would be utterly hopeless to
expect the session to close before Christmas,
Unless they got through the Education Esti-
mates and the Mines Estimates to-night, he
should give up all hope of closing before Christ-
mas, and would throw the whole responsibility
on those hon. members who would not exer-
cise a little self-restraint, and so enable them
to get through the business they desired to
He had no
desire to sit after Christmas, but if hon. mem-
bers did not “want the session to close before
then it was far better that that should be dis-
tinetly understood. He was quite willing to act
on their instruction.

Mr. BELL thought the hon. gentleman bad
taken a very unhappy moment to make the
intimation he had just made. He did not
suppose he had made three speeches during the
passage of the whole of the Bstimates.

The PrREMIER : I did not refer to you.

Mr. BELL : Possibly the hon. gentleman did
not refer to him, but immediately he sat down
the hon. gentleman jumped up and delivered a
homily which, if addressed to somebody else,
would have been very well deserved. The hon.
gentleman had not shown his usual tact in this
matter.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: Personally, he was not in the
least disappointed at the progress they were
making. They were discussing matters in a
perfectly friendly spirit, and though they were
dealing with a good deal that might technically
be reserved until a later period, yet he thought
that when they had finished those Estimates ib
would be found that they had not taken up any
more time over them than usual.

Mr. STORY : The remarks of the Premier
did not apply to him, because he did not think
he bad made one speech on the Hstimates until
this evening. With regard to the remarks of
the hon. member for Dalby, he would not allow
that hon. member or anyone else, by implica-
tion, to place him in antagonism with the
Education Department. Neither the hon. mem-
ber nor anybody else had received more kindly
help from the department, or acknowledged it
more willingly, than he had. The idea of the
department supplying a tutor to every family
had hever entered his head ; all he wanted them
to do was to allow every family to supply them-
selves with a tutor, and to pay them by results.

Question put and passed.

STATE SCHOOLS INSPECTION.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that £6,970 be granted for
the inspection of State schools. There was a
small addition to the pay of the inspectors, but
seeing that those officers had previously been
paid considerably less than first and second class
public school teachers, he thought hon. members
would agree that the increase was perfectly
justifiable.

Mr, GLASSEY welcomed the change in this
vote, and had suggested something of the kind
last year. He understood that the Premier had
a few minutes ago made some observations of
an unpleasant character, and threatened that in
consequence of the length of the discussion on
the previous vote they should sit after Christ-
mas. Those remarks were entirely uncalled for!
and he was satisfied that if the hon, gentleman
had been in the Chamber the whole of the
afternoon and evening he would not have made
such remarks, for there had been no waste of
time in the discussion, which had been of a very
timely character.

Question put and passed.
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STATE AND PROVISIONAL SCHOOLS.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC IN.
STRUCTION moved that £220,386 be granted
for State and provisional schools, The increase
upon the vote for last year was represented by
£7,291 for additional teachers, and promotion
and classification of teachers; £750 for State
school requisites; incidental expenses, £1,465;
salaries and allowance to provisional school
teachers, £3,815; requisites for provisional
schools, £250; in aid of provisional school
buildings, £1,500; aboriginal schools, £20—an
increase of salary at Myora. The vote generally
was made up of the salaries hon. members had
already discussed, butif he could give any further _
glforma,tion required, he would be very glad to

0 50, .

Mr. STEWART drew attention to the insuffi-
cient salaries paid to assistant teachers, who, con-
sidering the responsibility of their positions and
the qualifications required of them, were the worst
paid officers in the public service. The remark
applied with even more force to the female
assistant teachers. Common clerks in the
department received salaries of £300, £220, £200,
and £190, while the salary paid to an assistant
male teacher of Class IL, Division 1, was £168 ;
Division 2, £156 ; Division 8, £145 ; Class 111,,
Division 1, £126; Division 2, £114; and Divi-
3, £102. He had directed attention to the
matter last year, It had been complained that
young men did not seem to care about entering
upon the profession of teaching, and he did not
wonder. He would ask the Minister if there
was any probability that in the near future
assistant teachers, male and female, would
receive a salary commensurate with their duties
and qualifications ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : He had alréady explained this
matter ; but the hon., member wis not present.
A very considerable measurs of improvement
had been dealt out by the department; but at
present they could not afford to pay more, for the
reasons he had already given, He would point
out what were the salaries of head masters who
had a seat on the boards of the governing bodies
under the Voluntary Schools Act of 1897 in the
United Kingdom: Inthe Wesleyanschools, £172;
British and other schools, £142 ; Roman Catholic,
£117; and Church of England schools, £121,
The salaries and prospects of assistant teachers
in the colony of Queensland would compare
favourably with those in any other portion of
the globe. They had an opportunity of toler-
ably rapid promotion, and the interval within
which they might gain promotion had been
altered, so that they were now in a better position
than they were last year.

Question put and passed.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND EBURSARIES.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that £5,109 be granted for
scholarships and bursaries, He ventured to say
hon. members were perfectly familiar with the
items of the vote.

Mr. McDONNELL asked what was the
number of scholarships granted and provided for
last year?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Thirty-six scholarships, eight
bursaries, and four agricultural scholarships, to
be taken up at any grammar school in the
colony.

Mr. McDONNELL had referred to the
matter of scholarships last year, and to what he
considered unfair in the regulations, and the
Minister expressed surprise that the regulations
should be as he had stated them, He sxpected
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to find that there would have been some amend-
ment of them, but they were exactly the same.
The scholarships were outside the system of
primary education. There was no inspection or
supervision of grammar schools, and the results
of those schools were not in proportion to the
amount of money expended on them ; nor was
the original object of the scholarships being
carried out. The object of establishing the
scholarships was to enable boys who were unable
to obtain a higher education without assistance
to get that education, but scholarships were
won by the children of those who could well
‘When the
university was established, they would require
more feeders for -that institution, and conse-
quently they should offer great facilities for
secondary education. The regulations dealing
with the scholarships sliould be made broader, as
there were now schools in Brisbane and other
places in the colony which were providing as
good a secondary education as the grammar -
schools. The results of the examinations proved
his statement. Seeing that the scholarships had
been established with the view of providing poor
boys with a higher education, no high school
in the colony should be debarred from partici-
pating in the competition for those scholar-
ships.  Successful competitors should have
the option of taking out their scholarships at
any high school they chose to select. The
best proof of the work of any secondary school

~ was the results of the Sydney senior and junior

examinations, and of the examinations for the
university exhibitions. He was not ‘advocating
the cause of any one class of schools. He believed
that no particular class of school should have an
advantage over another.” As far as primary

.education was concerned, he aginlibted that it

was one of the best systems in any HEnglish-
speaking community, and he did not advocate
that there should be the slightest interfersuce in
that respect. But when prizes were offered for
brilliant boys—and particularly poor boys—it
was only common justice to ask that no boy
should be debarred from competing for those
prizes, or from attending at the secondary
school where he ‘considéred he would receive
the best education. The Minister might argue
that he had no power to alter the regulations,
but the Governor in Council had that power,
and generally acted on the advice of the Minister
who recommended the alteration. Last year, in.
a debate on a motion of the hon. member for
Toowvomba in connection with grammar school
scholarships, 2 majority of hon, members were
in favour of some such proposal as he now made.
It fact, had it not been that the question had
come up in an amended form about the second
last night of the session, he believed the question
would have been carried in the direction he now
indicated. The Minister would certainly be
justified in making that departure. It was the
merest justice he asked for. The grammar
schools would still have their subsidy of £1,000
a year, and the State schools would still be in
the running for the prizes. It should be the
desire of the Government to assist in the develop-
ment of secondary education, and any school
should have the right to send its pupils in for
the competition. At present there was a regu-
lation that a boy or girl must attend a State
school. S

The SEORETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUOTION : Oh,

no !
Mr., McDONNELL: Or a State-inspected
school. He did not mean to omit that. But

there were numbers of boys who could not attend
any State-inspected school. In the bush a man
might have to educate his boy himself, or employ
a private tubor, and that boy should not be
debarred from competing for a scholarship. The
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most important point was that even if that por-
tion of the regulation wus amended, the winner
of a scholarship would not be allowed to take it
out where he desired.

The SECRETARY TOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : He quite recognised that this
question had two sides, and there was a great deal
in what the hon. gentleman said ; but the inten-
tion of the State in connection with these scholar-
ships was to deal with primary and secondary
education, both of which were given by the
State. The scholarship was not a reward; it
simply meant that if a student showed a certain
amount of ability at a State school the State
would pay his fees at the grammar school. It was
not a scholarship in the sense that it could be
taken out anywhere ; if it were there would be
no necessity for the hon. member to have intro-
duced this question. In New Sonth Wales
scholarships which were granted to State school
scholars were available at the high schools, but
nowhere else, and by that he imagined-that they
intended to encourage both their State systems. In
South Australia and Victoria the winners of
scholarships could go to any high school that
they chose, but the reason for that was that they
had no grammar schools and no State high
schools. He called the grammar schools here
State schools, because the State endowed them
to the extent of £1,000 a year each, and also
found a great deal of the money for the erection
of the buildings. The hon. member desired him
to take it upon himself to change a system that
had been iun force for some thirty years, and as
that would indirectly raise the religious question

he did not feel .disposed to make any promise. °

Every step that was taken would have to be
taken with the greatest care.

Mr. GLASSEY : He quite agreed that this
was a matter that required very careful con-
sideration, and no doubt the Minister would be
slow to give any promise; but still there was a
great deal in the contention of the hon. member
for the Valley. He approached the subject
with great diffidence, becanse it required very
careful handling, but he had always vrged
that the plea put forth by the hon. member
bad some justification. He knew a family
of children on the Darling Downs who were
instructed by a private tubor, but they were
unable to compete for these prizes, and he
could not see why they should be. Neither
could he see why children educated at private
schools belonging to any religious denomination
should not take advantage of the system. No
sectarian feeling would be raised by that, and the
children who obtained thosescholarships should be
allowed to use them in the way they considered
best. Hethought it was a reasonable request, and
ought to be conceded with good grace.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : The hon. member seemed to be
under the impression that a boy trained at a
Roman Catholic school could not compete for a
grammar school scholarship. That was abso-
lutely incorrect. Certainly the bush boy edu-
cated by a private tutor would not be eligible,
but there were few such cases. Any school
inspected by the department could compete for
grammar school scholarships, and the Catholic
schools as well as others were inspected. Bus
the point raised by the hon. ‘member for
Fortitude Valley was that boys who won
scholarships should be allowed te take them out
at any of the higher schools, and not necessarily
at a grammar school. The leader of the Opposi-
tion had mixed up two entirely different ques-
tions.

Mr, GLASSEY did nof see any reason why a
State school scholarship having been won, it
s?lclmlii not be allowed to be taken out at any
school.
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Mr. McDONNELL: No barrier was placed
against a boy, who won a university exhibition,
going to any university he liked. The school
which competed most sucecessfully with the
grammar school was the Christian Brothers’
College, and he could see no reason why the
winner of a grammar school scholarship should
nos be allowed, if he wished, to takeit out at shat
college. There wasa Church of England college,
also, which was a successful competitor with
the grammar school, and exactly the same
argument applied to it. The scholarships should
be absolutely free to be taken out where the
boy or girl wished,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: He was not responsible for the
present system. The hon. member pointed out
that holders of university exhibitions were free
to go to any university. That was perfectly
true, but the explanation was to be found in the
fact that there was no Queensland university.
He ventured to say that if one existed, the
exhibitioners would not be free to go to any
university they liked, but would be confined to
the Queensland university. He had no doubt
that exactly the same reasons prevailed with
thoss who framed the existing regulations with
regard to grammar school scholarships. If the
award was to be given at all the idea has been
that it should be given in such a way as to
benefit the high school for which the State found
the funds. It was merely a matter of keeping
the business in the family.

Mr. LEAHY : The position taken up by the
Minister was illogical. He had based his argu-
ment on the assumption that the grammar
school was a State school, which it was not.
The State gave it a certain subsidy, and it was
very well treated without the students being
compelled to give it the proceeds of any scholar-
ships they might acquire also. And over the
subsidy the Government had no control what-
ever. In that way it had an advantage over the
other schools that were capable of competing
with it. Last year the hon. member for Too-
woomba introduced a motion on the subject, and
at the request of the Attorney-General it was
amended 1n such a way as to bring about the
very result which the hon. member, Mr
MecDonnell, was advocating. According to the
rule of the House, if one hon. member objected
the amendment could not be put. One hon.
member did object, and it was not pub; but
there was no doubt that if the late Premier had
lived the policy he foreshadowed then would
have become the law of the land.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIc INSTRUCTION: I
do not remernnber the ¢ircumstance ; but the con-
clusion is unwarranted if the House had no
opportunity of expressing an opinion.

Mr., LEAHY : If the motion had been
carried in its amended form the hon. gentleman
would have had to act in accordance with the
resolution of the House, and it was only by
what he might call a fluke that it was not the
resolution of the House. If 10,000 persons
educated their children without calling upon the
State for assistance, that must be a saving to the
State of some thousands of pounds, and in
common justice those of them who won scholar-
ships ought to be permitted to select the insti-
tution to which they would go, unless, of course,
any such institution did not come up to the
standard required by the department.

Mr. BROWNE: There was a new item on
the Xstimate —council of education, £500—
would the Minister give them some information
as to what it meant?

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : That was a vote which would
in any case lapse. At one time it was intended
to pass a short Act creating a council of educa-



1586 Supply.

tion. Subsequently it was considered that that
would be unnecessary in consequence of the
passing of the University Bill, but it did not
seem likely that that would be passed during the
present session ; and no Bill having been passed
to create the council of education, the vote
would necessarily lapse.

Mr. CASTLING : The hon. member for
Bulloo stated that the Government had no control
over its subsidy to grammar schools. That was
not the case. If the attendance of pupils fell
below a certain number the Government had
the right to reduce the subsidy by one-half,
They also nominated one-half of the trustees.

Question put and passed.

SCHOOLS OF ARTS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that £10,650 be granted
for schools of arts.

Mr, SIM would again ask the question he had
asked earlier in the session. Was it the intention
of the Minister to take into consideration the
requirements of schools of arts with regard to
repairs? In many outside places the population
were not wealthy, and it taxed all their means to
purchase the necessary books, pay the caretaker,
and generally to meet the current expenses,
When the building began to fall into disrepair
they had nothing to fall back upon. That was
particularly the case in the extreme North., It
was with difficulty they could keep their doors
open, and when they were faced with demands
far the purposes of repair they were simply
unable to meet them, and the consequence often
was that a very useful building fell into a state
not fit for occupation.

The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : The State gave, a subsidy of
10s. in the £1 to the committee of any live
school of arts. As long as they raised the
money the Government made no special inquiries
as to whether they spent it in repairs, books, or
building.

Mr. CALLAN: The grants for schools of
arts appeared to be put down on a most absurd
basis. For instance, West End, Toowoomba,
Ravenswood, Mount Morgan, Cooktown, and
Normanton were put down for £250 each.
Mount Morgan had a population of 6,000, while
Normanton had about 600. He thought the
places with a large population should receive a
greater amount than those with only a small
population.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The first item of £3,000 was
‘for grants in aid of schools of arts, and each
grant was at the rate of 10s. for every £1 sub-
seribed. The amounts mentioned by the hon.
meniber were grants in aid of technical educa-
tion, which were purely conditional on similar
amounts being raised locally. If the people of
Mount Morgan desired more than £230, and
informed the department that the amount of
£250 on the Estimates would be insufficient to
subsidise the money raised locally, an additional
sum would be put on the HEstimates. There was
not the slightest desire to be parsimonious with
regard to technical education.

Question put and passed.

MUSEUM, BRISBANE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that £1,154 be granted for
the museum, Brisbane, There was an Increass
of £50 for the library, and an additional £12
was divided between the messengers.

. Mr. SIM: Was it contemplated by the Go-
vernment to vote a further sum for extending
the collection at the museum? There was no
more instructive institution ; and a few hundreds
or thousands might very well be spent every
year in extending the building, and adding to
the collection.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION ; It was impossible to do any-
thing in the way of adding to the collection until
a new building was provided. There was not
sufficient space for the specimens already in the
building. The apportionment of the Exhibition
ground was under consideration, and endeavours
were being made to fix on a suitable site for the
muserm. When that was done some better
accommodation would doubtless be provided.

Mr, SIM : If it was in contemplation to build
a new museum he would respectfully suggest to
the Minister the advisability of making it an
instructive institution, something on the basis of
the institution in Paris, where models of all
kinds were exhibited for the benefit of mechanics
and others.

Question put and passed.

ORPHANAGES.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that £23,667 be granted
for orphanages. There was a small increase;
but the salaries were practically the same as last
year, and the number of children had not
altered to any great extent since then.

Mr. BROWNE did not object to the amount
of the vote, but wished to call attention to the
fact that in every Governor’s Speech for the last
six years a prowise had been given that a State
Children’s Bill would be introduced, and it had
not yet been submitted to Parliament. In 1893
the late Premier stated that such a Bill was in
print, and would be introduced in 1894, but it
had not beer brought in yet. There were men
connected with orphanages and boy’s homes who
were doing a lot of honorary work, gnd they had
been anxiously waiting year after year for the
Bill. He mentioned the matter now because he
thought they should not allow the oceasion to
pass without expressing their opinion of the
laxity shown by the Government.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: He might inform the hon.
member that the measure he referred to was
still in print; but it would not be possible to
pass it this session. The Bill was in the main a
cousclidation of existing Acts, and its principal
object was to do away with circamlocution in
the administration. The Bill was not absolutely
necessary, as by the adoption of one or two pro-
cesses they could do all that the measure would
empower them to do ; but if hon. members were
really thirsting for the measure he would be
prepared to bring it in even at this late stage of
the session.

Question put and passed.

SECRETARY FOR MINES.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved
that £3,260 be granted for the Department of
the Secretary for Mines. The first increase in
the vote was an increase in the salary of the
chief clerk and accountant from «£300 to £400.
He believed that all the mining members would
admit tnat Mr, Marshall was not overpaid at the
increased salary. He had been in the office for &
great number of years, and twelve months ago he
was offered a larger salary to go to Western
Australia, but he (the Secretary for Mines) pre-
vailed upon him to stop here,  Increases of £10
each were given to several clerks.

Mr. DUNSFORD: His colleague, Mr, Daw-
son, had intimated some time ago that when
those Estimates came on he would refer to the
action of the Mines Department, the Public
Service Board, and Warden Mowbray in regard
to a matter that took place at Charters Towers.
The Minister had informed him (Mr. Dunsford)
that Mr. Mowbray was at present dangerously
ill. He regretted to hear that, and under the
circumstances he would not go into the case any
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further than to say that Mr, Hishon had been
very badly treated by the Public Service Board,
and punished by the department, though he
certainly did not deserve it, Mr. Joseph
Bowater had also suffered some loss and incon-
venience owing to the action of the depart-
ment, and had received no reparation.

Mr. HAMILTON quite agreed with the hon.
member for Charters Towers. The same things
that tended to exonerate one gentleman had the
reverse effect in the case of Mr. Hishon, who had
not received fair treatment, and he hoped the
matter would be gone into again. As Warden
Mowbray was so ill he should say no more.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Mr.
Hishon had not been punished. The facts were
that they had an officer at Georgetown who was
suffering from asthma, and he had to have a
change, and he was transferred to Charters
Towers, Mr. Hishon being sent to Georgetown.
So far from Mr. Hishon suffering by the change,
he was put down for an increase of £20 per
annum. The warden in charge of the office
where he was previously stationed could not
agree with Mr. Hishon, and there was a
difference of opinion. Mr., Mowbray was very
ill at present, and had to be granted leave of
absence, otherwise the case would have been
gone inte. He had shown the hoan. member,
Mr. Dunsford, the report of the Public Service
Bﬁ)ard, who could see nothing in the charges at
all.

Mr. JACKSON : There was an Increase on
the whole of the Mining Hstimates of £5,000,
represented by the vote for the Londen Mining
Exhibition, He presumed that was mostly for
the purchase of specimens, and would be returned
in the course of time. The late Premier had
stated that it was his intention to establish a
mint in Queensland, and seeing that seven-tenths
of the gold minted in New South Wales was
sent from Queensland, it appeared only reason-
able that they should have a mint here. The
matter appeared to have been dropped, and
perhaps the Minister would say whether the
Government intended fo establish a mint in
Queensland or not. He wished tosay a word with
respect toschools of mines, They had a School of
Mines Act, which required alocal movement, and
subscription for the establishment of a school of
mines in any district. So far no advanbtage had
been taken of the Aect, and if it was not likely
that anything would be done under the Act it
would be better to repeal it and deal with the
matter in another way—treating the mining
industry as liberally as the agricultural industry,
for the advancement of which they had estab-
lished a college at the expense of theState without
requiring any assistance from the agriculturists
of the colony. He did not find fault with
the Agricultural College, but he had no hesi-
tation in saying that quicker and better
results would follow the expenditure of the
money in the establishment of a school.of
mines, Youths trained at the Agricaltural
College might or might not go into agriculture
after they left the college, but certainly 90 per
cent. of those trained in x school of mines would
go into mining, and there was a demand for
mining experts which did not exist tor agricul-
tural experts. He noticed in a telegram in this
morning’s Courier that in New South Wales,
where they were not nearly so advanced in
mining as 1n Queensland, bursaries were offered
by the Mines Department to encourage youths to
take up mine management and mining engineer-
ing. They did nothing of that kind here for
mining, though they did provide bursaries
for the Agricultural College. He suggested also
that the Government might publish a mining
journal, as was done in New Zealund, and if the
suggestion of the hon. member for Charters
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Towers with respect to the dgrcultural Journal
was adopted there wasno reason why byadvertizse-
ments and subscriptions it should not be made
self-supporting.. There was not a great deal to
be said this year on the Mines Hstimates, as they
had mining before the House for so longin con-
sidering the Mining Bill. Speaking for himself
he had no particular grievance to ventilate on
those Estimates.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : The
matter of the establishment of a mint in Queens-
land had been under the consideration of the
Treasury for some little time, and some four or
six monbhs ago a recommendation had been made
from the Treasury to the Premier for the estab-
lishment of a mint, They had since made many
inquiries from the banks, and they found that it
was now found more profitable to ship the gold
in bullion to London. All the gold from Croy-
don, and a great deal from Charters Towers,
was sent home in that way. If they estab-
lished a mint here it was not likely they
would: get more than half the gold pro-
duced in the colony. Not more than half
now went to Sydney, and it was probable that
even after the establishment of a mint here
some would continue to be sent to Sydney. They
had since heard that the Imperial Government
was going to allow colonial mints to mintsilver.
It was said that there would be a considerable
profit on the minting of silver, but the mints in
the other colonies did not agree with that. If
it was found that the establishment of a min
would pay they could go on with it, but in the
meantime it was better to wait. He thought
there would be a loss for the first few years if
they established a mint of their own. Asfora
school of mines, he was exceedingly anxious that
they should have something of the sort. Charters
Towers had made a start. They had a piece of
land, and had raised £500, and the Government
had given them a subsidy of £1,000.

Mr. DuxsrorD : Under what regulations are
they working?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : They
had made their own regulations. The member-
ship was free, and they were doing the best they
could with the material at their disposal. He
pelieved the best school of mines at present in
Australia was the Sydney University. He had
been rather oppused to the establishment of a
university in Queensland ; but when the late
Premier informed him that a mining chair would
be one of the principal chairs in the univer-
sity, he cordially agreed with the proposal,
That would give them a first-class school of
mines on the lines of the Sydney University.
The hon. wmember for Fitzroy could tell them
that some of the students from the Sydney
University had gone to Mount Morgan, and that
that university was turning out the best mining
experts in Australia. He would like to see some
of the wealthy men at Charters Towers, Mount
Morgan, or Rockhampton endow a school of
‘mines to the extent of £2,000, which would mean
a subsidy of £4,000 from the Government, butso
far private enterprise had not been sufficiently
liberal, .

Mr, BrowsE: Private enterprise did not give
much towards the agricultural college.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If they
were to have only a mining chair in the proposed
university, it would pay the colony to have a
university. With regard to a mining paper, they
had a number of mining papers in Queensland at
the present time. On Charters Towers they had
four mining papers.

Mr., Jackson: How is it they have not
criticised the Mining Bill?

The SEORETARY FOR MINES : Perhaps
they had been negligent in that respect. He was
sorry that a leading paper like the Northern
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Miner had not criticised the Bill; but the
Gympie papers had. He did not know that the
Agricultural Journal had been a great success.
It was a very costly production, and he did not
know whether they were getting value for the
money they were spending on it. Atthe present
time they were publishing illustrated books of
all the goldfields, and Mr. Jack was taking home
some 305,000 with the mining exhibit, They
were going to advertise Queensland well in
London. £5,000 was set down on the Hsti-
mates for the London Xxhibition, though
it would cost a great deal more than that before
they were done with it. By the end of last
financial year they had accumulated about
£13,000 worth of specimens, and so far they had
paid out of revenue about £40,000 in the pur-
chase of gold and specimens.  Of course the
gold they could dispose of in London, and the
specimens were worth the money they had cost.
They would not exhibit at Paris because there
was nothing like enough room offered. They
were getting 20,000 feet in London, while in
Paris they could only get 1,100 feet, and in an
area of twenty-five acres it would be al-
most impossible to find such a small space.
There was to be an exhibition at Glasgow
the year after the Paris Exhibition, and very
likely our exhibit would go there. Mr. Jack
would leave for London at the end of this month,
and had sufficient stuff packed and promised to
make a good display in the 20,000 feet that they
had taken. Mr. Jack was also getting up some
lectures ; he was full of valuable information
with regard to our minerals, which he would be
glad to impart to the people in the old country,

Mr. JacksoN: Aren’t you sending home any
mining views ?

The SKCRETARY FOR MINES: Mr. Jack
was taking home a lot of mining views, as well as
other views illustrating the conditions of life in
the colony, and a great deal of printed matter.
Mr. Jack was a very modest man, but he tnld
him (Mr. Philp) that he would make a display
the like of which had never been seen in
England.

Mr. CALLAN : He had had something to do
with sending gold home during the last few years,
and he was strongly of opinion that at present a
mint in Queensland would not pay. The tendency
was to send home the gold in a raw state, as the
exchange was in our favour, e was entirely in
favour of a school of mines. He would like to
see them established at Charters Towers, Mount
Morgan, Gympie, and other mining centres, but
nuot in a place where the practical instruction
could not be combined with the theoretical. At
the same time, Sydney University had turned out
some most admirable men. They might be
theoretical at first, but after they had the
opportunity of applying their theories to
practical work, they proved themselves first-
class men in the treatment or ores. They
had on Mount -Morgan some eight or nine
young men who had come from the Sydney
University, and some who had been there had
gone away. One was offered £1,000 a year to
manage a mine near Sumatra, and another had
gone to some other place. They had now a staff
of men who could not be equalled in Australia,
and nearly all of them came from the Sydney
University. There was a growing demand for
men possessing this class of knowledge, and the
sooner schools of mines were established in the
different mining centres the better, He would
do all he could to assist in that direction.

Mr. DUNSFORD hoped the Minister would
accept the suggestion of the hon. member for
Kennedy and establish a mining journal, which
could be issued monthly, the same as in New
Zealand, It was only a matter of starting it
and, as it would have a good circulation, they
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should have no difficulty in regard to advertise-
ments. He was pleased to know that a start
was to be made with the school of mines in con-
nection with the mining institute at Charters
Towers. It would be rather a curious institu-
tion, as it would not be under the School of
Mines Bill, and it was possible that it might
clash with the technical class under the control
of the school of arts, as one would be getting a
grant of £1 for £1 and the other of £2 for £1.,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Only for the
buildings,

Mr. DUNSFORD : Now that they had pro-
vided in the Mining Bill that mining managers
must have certificates, it wasall themorenecessary
that there should be a school of mines. Another
matter he wished to refer to was in connection
with the complaints that came from Charters
Towers in reference o the tailings that had been
treated by the cyanide process. The people
there were complaining that the sand, which was
impregnatad with cyanide, was blowing all over
the place, and they were afraid that by getting
into tanks it would be a source of danger. They
had heard a good deal recently about lead-
poisoning, but this was a more serious danger.
He therefore hoped that before the Government
made any regulations on the subject, the
Government Analyst would make full inguiries,
50 as to find out the exact condition of affairs.

Mr. STUMM : He understood the Secretary
for Mines to say that the school of mines at
Charters Towers was to be subsidised, so far as
the building was concerned, to the extent of £2
for £1, and he presumed those conditions would
be extended to other places.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Yes.-

Mr, STUMM.: He agreed with the necessity
for schools of mines, but he was not so sangnine
as to expect that they would turn out scientists
equal to those who came from the Syduey
University, still they must make a beginning.
If there was no prospect at present of having a
chair of mines in this colony, the Minister
might seriously consider the advisability of
granting bursaries available at Sydney.

Mr, O’CONNELL: The Mining Commission
took a great deal of evidence in regard to the
establishment of a school of mines in Queensland.
Mr. Richard, of Mount Morgan, who was 2 man
who had worked himself up into an undoubtedly
high position in the mining world, gave it as his
opinion that the establishment of small local
schools would very likely lead to au undesirable
class of men getting positions which they were
not competent to fill. The students should be
thoroughly grounded in the higher branches,
particularly mathematics, and should then have
some practical experience, He believed some
splendid men were being turned out at Mount
Morgan. He strongly urged upon the Minister
the wisdom of offering special mining bursaries,
by which a thoroughly scientific education might
be acquired, and students could then returnto
the colony to complete the practical portion of
their education.

The SECRETARY FOUR MINES: He
understood that all university students must
matriculate. At present they were giving three
exhibitions yearly to universities, and they
might be increased by the addition of mining
bursaries. He might almost promise that some-
thing of that sort would be done. He was glad
to say that a son of a late Secretary for Mines,
Mr. Macrossan, had just gained a nniversity ex-
hibition. Astothecyanide question, he would get
the warden to report, and if necessary callin
the assistance of the doctors of Charters Towers.

Mr. SIM asked if it was the intention of the
department to make any provision for supplying
mining machinery to struggling goldfields? The
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Minister had already initiated the system, and
he should be glad to hear that it was likely to be
extended.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
department was prepared to assist outside fields;
but of course they had to be very careful in
making advances. At present there was an
application in from the Coen, some people there
offering to find £700 if the Government would
advance £500. The warden was now reporbing
on the master, and if his report was satisfactory
arrangements would be come to. Such fields as
Charters Towers and Gympie, of course, wanted
no such assistance, as they had vplenty of
machinery,

Mr. Duxsrorp : Ravenswood does.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES thought
there was plenty of machinery round about
Ravenswood.

Mr., Jackson: No.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: At all
events the department was prepared to offer
every assistance in such cases,

My, SIM: £2,000 was on the Estimates for
prospecting, though it was seldom the whole
amount was spent. The allowance of £1 a week
per man was altogether inadequate in many
instances—especially in the north-western por-
tion. of Carpentaria—and he should be glad to
know whether the special circumstances of pros-
pecting parties would be taken into consideration
and the allowance increased where the difficulties
were greatest.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That wus
being done now. The department paid as much
as 30s. a week in some cases.

Mr. NEWELL wasglad tohearof the prospect
of a school of mines being established, as it was
much needed. Some years ago the Government
employed gentlemen to travel round and instract
miners, and that information had been very
useful. Tor instance, the demonstrators taught
how to test for copper, silver, etc., and the
information so imparted had, he believed, led to
several discoveries. The district which he
represented contained almost every known metal
and mineral. A great deal of money had
come out of it, and no doubt if people were
educated up to testing for various metals
further valuable discoveries would be made.
There was a very fair show at present to develop
them a little more. What was wanted was
instruction to be given to the general public.
They did not want schools of mines on the
elaborate scale of Sydney or Ballarat ; so long
as a start was made on a proper basis it would
be highly appreciated by students. He had no
doubt that if schools of mines were established
ab the various centres miners would avail them-
selves of them, especially as under the new Bill
mining managers would have to obtain certifi-
cates of competency. He hoped that next year
the Estimates would contain a vote for this
purpose.

Mr. MAUGHAN : Some years ago he was
connected with a movement in Brisbane having
for its object the formation of schools of mines,
but the Government of that day were not in
sympathy with the project. He hoped thatnext
year a start would be made by the present
Government in that direction.

Mr. BROWNE : When the Agricaltural Col-
lege Bill was under discussion, the mining mem-
bers were encouraged to vote for it on the dis-
tinct assurance that a School of Mines Bill on
exactly the same lines would be brought in.
That had not been done. The miners were
simply told that if they could find so much
money for the purpose the Government would
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find so much more. There was far more neces-
sity for a school of mines than for an agricul-.
tural college. Managers of farms did not need
to obtain certificates of competency, whereas,
under the new Mining Bill, managers, engineers,
and all in positions of responsibility, had to
obtain certificates, They were all required to
have a certain amount of scientific training, and
the only place where that could be given was at
a school of mines. The offer of a small subsidy
by the Government was mean after the promise
made, and the Minister ought to be ashamed of
it. The School of Mines Act would be an insult
to the mining community as long as it remained
on the statute-book, unless the promise of the
Government was redeemed.

Question put and passed.

GOLDFIELDS. .

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved thab
£17,799 be granted for goldfields, There was an
increase of £80 to the warden at Mount Morgan.
The warden was also police magistrate, and as
the population of Mount Morgan was now be-
tween 6,000 and 7,000 he did not think £400 was
too much. The salary of the warden at Glad-
stone had been increased to £400, At Eidsvold
the previous warden got £400. A new appoint-
ment had been made at £300 ; the place was a
very small one, and there was not much to do.
Increases of £20 had been given to the mining
registrars at Charters Towers, Gympie, Rock-
hampton, and Croydon. At Thornborough the
mining registrar, who was also acting warden,
had been given an increase of £40; he had pre-
viously been receiving only £160. The powder
magazive keepers at Charters Towers and Gympie
—Mzr. Nash was the discoverer of Gympie—each
received an increase of £20. The inspectors
had been put back to the salaries they received
before.

Mr. BROWNE : The inspector at Croydons
Mr. McLean, originally had charge of Croydon,
the Etheridge, and away to the Cloncurry.
While Mr. Shakespeare was in the South, Mr.
MecLean was sent to Herberton, and since then
Herberton had been tacked on to his district. It
wasg a farce to call a man inspector of mines and
expect him to travel all over that country. He
thought Mr. McLean should have only Croydon
and the Xtheridge to look after, and that
another inspector should have charge of the
country on the eastern side of the range.

Mr. NEWELL was glad to_hear the remarks
of the hon, member. He also thought that
another inspector was fiecessary in view of the
growing importance of the mining fields in the
district he represented, and he hoped the Minister
would be able to see his way to have another
man appointed.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If the
Mining Bill became law he believed two more
would have to be appointed. These Estimates
were framed six or eight months ago, and the
Mining Bill had not yet become law.

Mr. JACKSON: The warden at Ravens-
wood was rather overworked on account of
having no clerk. The clerk there formerly had
been transferred, out that was not meant to be a
permanent arrangement, and as mining was
likely to boom in the district, and that would
mean a good_deal more work for the warden, he
hoped the Minister would try to give Mr.
Cusack an extra hand as soon as possible.
Another thing, he understood it was the policy
of the department to give Northern men tranfers
to the South affer a number of years service,
but Mr. Cusack had been at Ravenswood in the
North sixteen or seventeen years without a
change.

Question put and passed.
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IN AID OF PROSPECTING.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved that
a sum not exceeding £2,000 be granted in aid of
prospecting.

Question put and passed.

Mr, CALLAN : Mr. Annear—

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Too late !

The CHAIRMAN : I declaved that the

‘Ayes” had it.

Mr, CALLAN : I declare you did not.

The CHAIRMAN : I put the question, and
declared that the “Ayes” had it.

LONDON MINING EXHIBITION.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved that
£5,000 be granted for the London Mining Exhi-
bition, He had given all the information about
this vote already.

Question put and passed,

GOVERNMENT ANALYST.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved
that £1,485 be granted for the Government
Analyst., Provision was made for a new officer—
Inspector of Magazines—at £275 a year. There
was an advance of £20 each to two assistants,
and an increase of £30 to the Government
Analyst,

Question stated.

Mr, DUNSFORD : Mr. Annear—

Mr. Carran: You are too late, too. The
same as I was,

The CHAIRMAN : Order!
Mr. Carrax: You are unfair.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon, member is the
first member in this House who has ever told me
that. I am confident

Mr. Canrax : T am perfectly confident, too.

. The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member is not
in order in making that statement.

Mr, Carnan: I state it. I do not care whether
I am in order or not. .

The CHAIRMAN : I do not ask the hon.
member to care for me, but he will have to obey
the ruling of the Chair,

Mr. DUNSFORD asked if the Government
had any students preparing to become inspectors
of explosives.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The Go-
vernment Analyst had trained the men who were
at Rockhampton and Bownsville at the present
time. There had been several young men under
him~ receiving instruction for three or four
months, and at present he (the Secretary for
Mines) had a son of bis own there. Certificates
had been granted to several young men, including
one who had gone to Western Australia.

Mr. CALLAN: He was assured by the Pre-
mier and the hon. member for Cairns that he
made a mistake just now, and he apologised to
the Chairman.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

The CHAIRMAN : Tam confident that the
hon, member would be one of the last members
in the House to say anything offensive to me.

HoxouraBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. BROWNE had growled over this vote
nearly every year, and he was no better satisfied
with it now than he was when he first referred to
it. He believed the Government Analyst was a
really capable officer ; but he had a miserable
building, and no appliances to justify him in
being called “ Government Analyst.” “Why the
vote should be included in the Hstimates for the
Mines Department he did not know, because for
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one job the analyst did for that department he
did eighty-seven for cther branches of the public
service, Last year the Minister stated that the
Government were prepared to assay parcels of
stone and tailings for miners.

The SEcRETARY FOR MINES : So they are now.

Mr. BROWNZE: He had had a lot of corres-
pondence during the year from several persons
who had read the hon. gentleman’s remarks,
pointing out, among other things, that where a
fee of 7s. 6d. would he charged by a private
person, the charge made by the Government
Analyst was £2 2s. Some men who had sent
down some samples of tailings to be assayed, had
shown him a reply from the Government Analyst
stating that he had no appliances to test the
samples. He hoped the Government would take
steps to provide that officer with a suitable
building and the necessary appliances and not
keep him in a place which was a miserable affair
compared with the laboratory at the Gatton
Agricultural College.

The SECRETARY ¥OR MINES: It was
news to him that the Government Analyst
could not do any work that wassent tohim. He
understood that he had all the appliances that
he required. Nearly every member of the House
had brought him stuff to be assayed, and it had
been aswaved free of cost. They had a scale of
fees, because they did not want to compete with
private assayers; but if anyone sent stone and
said he could not afford to pay for the assay
they did it for him. He wus astonished that
the hon. member for Croydon, who saw him
about once a week about various matters, had
not shown him the letter to which he had
referred. The present building was put up for
one man, Mr. Mar, while the laboratory at
Gatton was built to accommodate thirty or forty
students. If they were erecting a building
now for the Government Analyst they would
put up one suituble for present requirements.
The Government Analyst got anything he asked
for, and no one had a more complete plant.
There was not too much room in the building,
but he expected that the Exhibition Build-
ings would be ready soon, and there would be
plenty of room there.

Mr. BROWNKE: The hon. gentleman had
asked why he had not brought him the letter he
referred to, but he thought the Government
Analyst and not the Minister was the man to
go to with it. That gentleman hunted up his
books and found that his reply was as he had
stated it, and before he left Mr. Henderson gave
him a copy of the scale of fees for assays. As
for tbe plant, he had gone with Mr. Sellheim
and Mr. Rands with some stuff to have assayed,
and there was not a gold scales or a mould for
smelting in the place. He was objecting only to
the way in which the place was carried on.

Mr. HAMILTON : Miners in his distriet had
requested him to get assays, and he had got them
satisfactorily and correctly made by the Govern-
ment Analyst. It did not interest him what
appliauces there were so long as the assays were
made, and when he went to the department he
did not look under the tables to see how many
moulds there were.

Mr. BROWNE: If the hon. member had
been entrusted, as he had been, with specimens
sent t0 the exhibition, and asked to have them
crushed, and to get the true value of them for
his constituents, he would probably have been
as careful in the matter as he (Mr. Browne) had
been.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported
progress, and the Committee obtained leave to
sit again on Monday next.
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MINING BILL.
MpssacE FROM COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Council, returning this Bill
with amendments, in which they invited the con-
currence of the Assembly.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
MINES, the message was ordered to be taken
into consideration in committee on Monday
next.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER : I move that this House do
now adjourn. The business for Monday will be
the consideration of the amendments of the
Legislative Council in the Mining Bill.

Mr. JACKSON: I would like to ask the
Secretary for Mines if we will have the Bill with
the amendments in the morning ?

The SECRETARY FOR MinEs: Yes, I will
arrange for that.

Question put and passed. R

The House adjourned at half-past 11 o clock.

Standing Orders.
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