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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

WEDNESDAY, 7 DECEMBER, 1898. 

Tbe PRESIDENT took the chair at half-past 3 
o'clock. 

REVISED STANDING RULES AND 
ORDERS. 

The PRESIDENT reported that, in pursuance 
of an order of the House made on the 22nd 
ultimo, he had laid the Standing Rules and 
O~ders adopted by the House on that date before 
H1s Excellency the Governor for his approval. 

ADDITION"\L SITTING DAY. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL, in mov

ing-
That, unless otherwise ordered, this House will meet 

for the despatch of business at 3 p.m. on ~'riday in each 
week, in addition to the days already provided by 
Sessional Orders-
said: As hon. gentlemen are aware, we are 
approaching the end of the session, and we must 
make use of another day, if neces"ary, in order 
to get on with the business. There are several 
Bills before us now requiring attention, and I 
think hnn. gentlemen will have no objection to 
the motion. I am not sure that we shall want 
Friday in this week, because I propose, with the 
consent of hon. members, to sit after tea. With 
regard to the Mining Bill now before the House 
I may say that if we get through the second 
reading to-day and to-morrow I will not take it 
into commiLtee until Tuesday, in order to give 
hon. gentlemen plenty of time to consirler it. 

Question vut and passed. 
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CHRONIC LEAD-POISONING. 
The HoN. W. F. 'rAYLOR, in moving-
1. That, in the opinion of this u~~us.e, an exhaustho 

inquiry should be mndt into the cause of the disFase of 
the brain and nervous S) stem prevalent, au,ong tl1e 
children of this ~olony, u ... <~rib2d by some medical 
practitioners to lead-poisoning, and the :wurcu ascer
tailled as far as possihle. 

2. That the Government be requested to institute the 
nece~s:1ry inquiry into tbe (~~.1use of tbi& disease, and 
the source or sources from which such cause is 
derived-
said : Before moving the motion standing in my 
name I ~hould like to give snme reasons for 
bringing this matt<·r before the House and a'k
ing hon. gentlemen to agree to it. I dare ;ay 
most hon. gentlemen are aware that there has 
been for some time past a disease in this colony 
characterised by pallor, lo"s of appetite, consti
pation, vomiting, excruciating pains in the 
abdomen and the head, paills in the arms and 
legs, loss of power, and in some cases an affec
tion of the optic nerve causing permanent 
defective vision or total blindneRs. Those cases 
have been recognised for a considerable number 
of years. In fact, so Ioog ago as 1891 it was 
made a subject of inquiry, ~tnd effort.s were 
made to ascertain the cau'e~ of the dieease. 
All those symptoms I have enumerated indicate 
the vresence of an irritant poison circulating in 
the blood and affecting the brain and nervous 
system. After a considerah!e amount of in
vestigaticm, traces of lead were found in the urine 
of some of the patients suffering from those 
symptoms. l\1r. Heuderson, in a report he has 
furnished me with, states that he examined 
22 cases, and that 4 contained traces of lead. 
It has been inferred, therefore, that all those 
cases are due to lead-poisoning. During the 
last five years, beginning with 1893 alld ending 
with 1897, 83 case' of disease of the brain 
ar,d nervous system ascribed to lead-poisoning 
were admitted into the Sick Children's Hospital. 
Of these, 26 were cured, 43 relieved, 7 became 
totally blind, and 7 died. The disease is 
specified as peripheral neuritis, paralysis, 
plumbism, lead colic, et.c., 54 cases ; meningitis, 
20 cases ; and optic neuritis, 9 caseB. During 
the present year 17 case< of optic neuritis, 
peripheral neuritis, etc., have been admitted into 
the hospital, but the rasult in each case has 
not been stated. Of the 83 cases abo\e referred 
to, 31·32 per cent. were cured, 51'8 per c;nt. 
were relieved-which means that they have been 
more or less wrmanently crippled by paralysis 
of the extremities ; 8 ·-!3 per cent. became totally 
blind, and 8'43 per cent. i!ied-that is, 68'68 
per cent. of all the cases admitted into the 
hospital for the five years became either 
permanently paralysed, blind, or died-making 
a yearly average of R·6 cases of cripples from 
paralysis, 1"4 from blindness, and 1·4 deaths. 
'fhose were cases admitted into the Sick Chil
dren's Hospital only during that period, but 135 
cases of peripheral n"nritis, etc., are reported 
from other sources. The clinic<>! history of each 
case has not yet been ascerLained, but no doubt 
a similar proportion of reco\erie"l, paralysis, 
blindness, and deaths exi;;tecl as in the cases of 
the Sick Children's Hospital patients; so that 
during the last five yeMs 213 cases occurred, or a 
yearly averr.ge of 42·3, giving rise to 22'58 
cripples from paralysis, 3·6 from blindness, and 
3' (deaths. Hon. gent'emen will agree with me 
that this is a matter of very great imporlancP. 
There is no getting over the fact that this disease 
exists. It is not a disease of the past. It is a 
disease of the present and it will be a disea'e 
of the future unless some means are taken 
to ascertain exactly its cause, and the source or 
sources from which that cause emanates. The ! 

matter received considerable public notice at 

the beginning of this year, so mucli so that the 
Government werB induced to' move in it, and a 
hoard to inquire into it was appointed on the 
30th May la"t. That board' consisted of Dr. 
J acltson, Dr. Love, Mr'. HenderRon, Mr. Pound, 
and myself, I actinij as chairman. Before 
accepting the appointment I interviewed Mr. 
Dickson, who seemed' anxious'to have the matter' 
thoroughly investigated. I told liit? I was 
perf• ctly willing_ to act. After the board W'J.S 
appointed some little delay occurred before tlie 
board got to work. Suitable accommodation 
having been provided, the board held their _fir•t 
meeting on the 7th June, when it was decided to 
send circulars to the various boards of liealth 
and the principar hospitals throughout the 
colonies, and to all medical practitioners_ in 
Queensland, requesting all possible informatiOn 
respecting cases of chronic lead-poisoning" 
which may ha.ve come under their notice 
during the past five years, inclUding cases of 
peripheral neuritis, or para!y,i; of doubtful' 
origin, simulating cases' of lead: poisoning, and 
the supposed caui;g or source of such; T_he 
second meeting of the board was Held on tlie lOth 
June, when it was resolved to investigate cert'ain 
cases, and also to analyse all articles of daily con
sumption, such as tea, sugar, coffee, coffee essence, 
cocoa, bread;-flour,,meal, rice,. jams, tinned fish, 
bufter, chee''\ sweets, mineral water;, also tap,. 
tank and' school waters, Mr. Henderson under 
taking to supply Winchester qnart bottles for 
water and dishes for samples of food to enable 
hirn to carry on the analyses; and to apply to 
the Home Secretary for the necessary extra 
expenditure and labour to c~trry on the analyses. 
The third meeting of the board was held on 
the 15th of June, at which it was decided that' 
nothing could be done of any definite nature 
until the Government Analyst was prepared 
to receive sampleo. The fourth meeting of the 
Board was held on the 22nd of JuiJ.e, when 
it was decided to write to the Under Secretary 
pointing out that· rio active steps could be taken 
until the sum asked for to enable the Govern
ment Analyst to carry out the necessary analyses 
was gmnted. Mr. Blackboro informed' the 
secretary of the board on 25th of June tl:iat if 
the Government Analyst ordered the necesRary 
articles to the extent <Jf £30 the Under Secretary 
would sign the requisition. Some little time v.as 
occupied before the Government Analyst was in 
a position, after having received permiesion to 
do so, to carry on liis analyses. In his report, 
dated the 20~h July, Mr. H€mderson says-

A large amount of preliminary work has been d~:ae. 
The explusive,"-room, which is deta~hed from the main 
buiJding and away from the lead fumes of the a'ssay
room, has been cleared out, and is now being utilised 
solely for this work. SomB special apparatus· costing 
about £5 has been obtained. About £2 additional 
outlay is all that will be required for some time. 

On commencing the a,nalytieal work the-
< a) Distilled water-m the laboratory was found, 

as expected, to contain a minute trace of lead 
as the still is in the assay rbom. 

(b) The tap_-vrator, evide)ltlyby its hardness, from 
~Iount Crosby, was found free from lead and 
zinc. 

(c) Tb:e water'i• now· distilleil in a gla" condenser 
in the special room, and has been proven quite' 
free from lend or zin'c, 

(d) The hydroc~loric acid was found free ftom lead 
and zinc. 

(e) Four samples o! acetiC acid wet·e tested, and 
two were fuund to contain lead and had to ba 
rejected. 

(f) Potassium cyanide was found free fl'om lead· or 
ziuc. 

(U) Potassium chlorate was !ound to contain traces 
of lead. I may have some difficulty in obtaining 
a supply of this salt free from lead. 

I h) Three porcelain· basins all gave lead reactions· 
on first boilin~rwith'acid, bttt now give· no result, 
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I may :mention that t;pe difficulty which Mr. 
He1;1der~on experienced in obtaining reactions 
quite free from lead teud to point to a proba· 
.bilit;y-I do not say it was a fact-that the lead 
wa,s introJnced •by some of the reagents med in 
those cases in whiehl ead was found in the urine. 
): s,imply mention this to show the extreme care 
necessary in carrying out investigations of this 
sort. In the report of their proceedings the 
board state .that-

Pending the necessary authority being given to the 
Govern~ment Analyst to oblaiu the materials required 
by him, and to appoint some~me to nndert:-tke the 
analysis, the board did not meet until the 7th July, 
when a large amount of correspondence from various 
bosp.itals, boards of health, and medical practitioners 
was .read, and r-eplies thereto considered, and at a 
meeting on the 13th July SJmilar letters w.ere read and 
.answers thereto dictated. 
· '!'he board met again on the 20th of July, when, 
amongst other correspondence, a letter from the Under 
Secretary, Home Department, dated 18th Jul.v,asking 
for a progress report, with a view of enabling the 
Home ~ecretary to decide whether the inquiry should 
be .continJ;t,ed or br,aught to a conclusion, was read. 
The chairman was requested to draw up the desired 
report, and to send 'vith it, to tht3 Under Secretary, 
Mr. Henderson's prog-ress report and a copy or the 
minutes ,of the meetings of the board. · 
Hon. gentlemen will see that Mr. Henderson 
was only in a positi•m to commence work on the 
25th of .J Unf', and that he OCCUpied a considerable 
time in testing his reagents before he could pro
ceed with the analysis of samples. In p<,;nt of 
fact he only analysed six samples up to the time 
his report was sent in on the 20th of .July, and 
on the 18th of .July a letter was received from 
the Home Secretary requesting a progress report, 
with the view of enabling him to decide whether 
the inquiry should be continued or not. The 
board, in their report, further say-

It was also decided that the chairman should inter
vie:" the Home decretarY on the subject of the inquiry, 
wb1ch he consented to do. Pending the decbion of the 
Home :Secretary as to whether the inquirv should be at 
once terminated or continued to a satisfactory conclu
sion, the board did not meet ugain until the ~rd of 
August, when the communication from the Under 
Secretary, dated the 2Rth of July, requestim; "that the 
inqu~ry may be now directed to a conclu:;~ion," was 
con:ndered, nnd, the members differilJg as to the inter
pretation of the..;e words, it was decided to write to the 
l}"nder .Secretary for an explanation. 
'fhe board pointed out that the preliminary 
work had been gone through, and that they were 
in a position in which they hoped to be able to 
carry their inquiries to a satrsfactory conclusion. 
Bnt that was not satisfactory to the Home 
Secretary, who directed that the inquiry should 
be directed to a conclusion. In accordance with 
the request of the board I called at the Home 
Secretary's office to see Mr. Dickson. Mr. 
Dickson was eng·ageil, but I saw .Mr. Ryder, 
who, after visiting Mr. Dickson, informe,:l me 
that the Home Secretary was too busy to see 
me, ~nd could not say when he would be able to 
see me, if at all, but he had the progress report 
under his consideration, and would send an 
answer in a few rl<~ys. In the course of my 
ponversation with Mr. Ryder I said: "I was 
unable to understand why the Home Secretary 
had directed the inquiry to be brought to a c •n· 
elusion at so early a stage of the proceedings 
when the board have only been in a position to 
parry on the necessary cnemical analyse" during 
the last three or four weeks, because at a pe"onal 
interview with Mr. Dicbon on the 9th of May 
that gentleman stated 'that the Governme~t 
wished for an exhitnstive inquiry into the natu'e 
itnd cause of the di,ease in question, and w<>uli 
be satisfied with nothing less,' anrl subsequently 
on interviewing Mr. Dickson with Dr. Love he 
agam repeatecl the statement : 'That the nature 
of the disell,se, as well as its source, must be 
inquired mto, anp t.}]at tl:le inquiry shonld extend 
\:>!),()\<: for five yelP:~·' Dr. Love rem:;~rk~d, 

That an inquiry of that sort would take at least 
six months,' and the chairman stated, 'It must 
extend over a sufficient term to enable a< thorough 
a clinical in vestiga~i<>u as possible to b·• made, 
and of nec"csity a \ery largenun,berof chewical 
analy8es.'" As the hoard state in tLeir report-

~fr. Dickson unde.r::-tood, therefore, from the first 
that the inquiry would er tail a large amuunt of worl< 
at:d must extend over a considerable time. 

Dr. Love stated" That in company with Dr. Taylor he 
saw the Home :Secret(jry re the scOJJB of the inquiry into 
c;lses ot' lPad-pobouing; he (Dr. J.Jove) was de~irou~ of 
limitmg the sc:)pe of the inquiry to the investigation of 
the i·Otu'Ce of recent cases of lead-poisoning, whereas 
Dr. Taylor advocated the inquiry into (he nature and 
source or nll ca&r;s or \\'hich details werl3 available; but 
}lr. Dickson decided that. the inquiry must be 
exhaustive and the matter probed to the bottom. 
though he (Dr. Love) pointed out that such an inquiry 
\YOuld be expensnreand prolonged." 

. ' . . . . . 
At the ninth mee ing of the board held on the 17th 

instant a letter was rt ad from t11e Under Secretary, 
dat.ed the 15th of August, ~-otating that the Home Secre
tary wat>~ willing to grant the board an mrtension of two 
months in which to conclude the inquiry. 
I should like to refer to that letter. It re>tds as 
follows:-

Snt,-1 have the honour, by direction, to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letters of the 3rd and lOth instant 
re5pectivdy, and with reference to the question of 
whether the inquiry on tile subject or lead-poisoning 
should be at once nonclnded, or be further proceeded 
wit.il, to inform you that wuile the liovernment con
sider that ~ufficient time h:;s now elapsed to permit of 
a decision heing come to by the board of inquiry upon 
the two points which required to be investigated
namely. the exh•tence or other'"Yit;e of lead poi~ouing in 
and Rl'ound Brisbane, Hnd its cause if it exists, the Home 
SecTetary is prepared to allow a further term of, say, 
two months, for the board to cout.inue their investiga
tions and to bring the inquiry to a conclusion. 
Evidently, then, the Government h<td eonsidered 
the matter, and were of the opinion that sufficient 
time had elapsed from the 17th of June, when 
the Government Analytical Cbemist was in a 
pr si> ion to commeuce analyses, to the 18th of 
July to carry out an important investigation of 
this sort. On what ground they arrived at such 
a conclusion it is impoRsible for me to say, nor 
do I think their position cuuld be understood by 
any other person who has had any experience qf 
scientific iu v'.stigation. I could understand 
their action if It had been a matter of erecting 
a building, but for the Government to say that 
in a matter of this sort, which involves the con
sideration of the clinical history of a number of 
cases and a large amount of chemical analyses, 
three or four weeks was ample time in which 
to arrive at a conclusion, whe11 medical men had 
been engaged eight or nine years trying to sift 
the matter and without Ruccess, either shows a 
total misap;:>rehension of the circumstances of 
the case, oe is-I shall not Ray a deliberate-but 
a covert insult to the board, for the board is 
charged by inference with either nPgligence or 
incompetence. It has been assert.ed by some that 
the board exceeded their functions in going out· 
side the colony for information. I say the board 
were entitled to get information wherever they 
could obtain it, and wonlrl ha Ye been perfectly 
justified in g,·tting informat.iun {Ill the subjf'Ct of 
their ir,quiry from Gr, at Britain, America, or 
e],ewhere, if nceceo,ary. But what are the facts? 
The board ia their report state that--

As the conditions of existence in t·he other A.ustra~ 
lasiau colonies a1·e Yery simi'ar to t.llo,e '"hich pertain 
in Qm ensl:llld, it v.· ~ con~idered arlvisahle to ascer
tain the rosult of ~my in\'e~tjg;-~twn.s into tlle subject of 
leart~poisonln~ which rnay have been in any of the~e 
connnuuities, with the view of obl aining some cl ne 
which might materially famlitat"' ar1d .shorten the work 
of the board. 'rne circulars were posted ut the same 
time as the Queenslar1d OlJes, and replies have been 
received in some cq,t:.os sooner than the~,e coming from 
the more distant parts of this colony, con-;equently no 
extra time has been occulJied, and the cost has been 
merely the postage-about 5s, in all. 
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Yet a charge is made agains& the board for going 
out"ide the colony to get information on this 
important subject. The board conclude their 
report as follows :-

rrhe board would draw attention to the fact that, 
although twice asked for, permission for the Govern
ment Analyst to obtain the necessary chemicals, etc., 
to enable him to carry on r.be analyses was not obtRined 
until the 25th of June, when it was given verbally by 
one of the ollicials connected with the Home Depart
ment, and on the 27th of June, or the l\ionday follow
ing, the Government Analyst was notified of such 
permission. On the 18th July, when in addition to the 
necessary analyses of reagents, etc, sufficient time had 
elapsed for the analysis of only six samples in connec
tion with cases, a progress report was asked for to 
enable the HQme Secretary ''to decide as to the 
desirableness or otherwise of proceeding further in 
the matter," and on the 28th of July the board are 
informed that "}fr. Dickson desires thal the inquiry 
may now be directed to a conclusion." In tile absence 
of any reason being assigned by the Home Secretary, 
the board are unable to conceive on what grounds an 
inquiry of such vital importance to the community 
should be stopped so soon after its commencement, and 
consider that they are entitled to an explanation on 
that point. 
On the 7th of September last ne "G nder Secre
tary of the Home- Department wrote as follow", 
in reply to the remarks of the board:-

SIR,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your 1 •,tter of the 31st ultimo, forwardi11g a repmt of 
the proceedings of the board appointed by the Govern
ment te inquire into and report upon the subject of 
chronic lead-poisoning in Queensland, and, with re
ference to certain couversations which took place 
between m em hers or the board and the Home Secretary 
relative to the scope of the inquiry, am directed by 
:Mr. Dickson to inform you that the substance of what 
occurred thereat is in many essential particulars in
correctly set forth in the report. 

The Minister desires me to state that he did not urge 
an "exhaustive" inquiry for the past five years, nor 
for any stated perhd, }jnd that he was not informed 
that the inquiry would require to extend over a term 
of six months. The interview on the 9th ~lay, referred 
to in the report, was the outcome of a wish expressed 
by Dr. Ta~lor to have another medical practitioner 
associated with him upon the board in addition to Dr. 
Love, the latter not being likely to agree with him as to 
the origin of lead-poisoning in Queensland, in view of 
the fact that Dr. Love had already given full expression 
elsewhere as to his oplnions upon the subject. During 
the conversation which ensued at this interview. '!\fr. 
Dickson, after the names of several medical gentlemen 
had been considered in connection with Dr. 'raylor's 
proposition, stated that the board would of cour&e 
make full inquiry into the matter of alleged lead-poison
ing in Brisbane and other parts of Queensland. and 
that they would ~seertain !acts for themselves, and not 
be swayed by any views which might be held by mem
bers ol the board unless such views were supported by 
satisfactory evidence. 
I think it is perfectly clear from that last sen
tence that Mr. Dicksou was, at the time referred 
to, willing that a full inquiry should be made 
into the matter. Yet, in order to carry out this 
very large order, WA were allowed only three 
weeks. However, I do not want to occupy any 
more time in discuRsing the correspondence 
between the board and the Home Secretary. 
The fact remains that the inquiry was brought 
to a sumrr.ary conclusion. \V by, I do not know, 
Probably the Postmaster-General will be able to 
enlighten us on the subjec&. My own impre,
sion-and I think it will be the impression of 
anyone who read., the report-is that the board 
was appointed simply as a sort of sop to public 
excitement at the time, and that as soon as that 
excitement died away· the board was quietly 
swept out of existence. If the Government 
think that is the proper way to treat a subject of 
this sort, which concerns the cause of a con
siderable amount of very serious illne•s an~nng 
children, p1·oducing in many Cc'ses total disable
ment, paraly;\i,, and blindness, then I think we 
may Le allowed to iliffer. In support of what I 
have said I shall read two let&ers which I have 
received through the Central Board of Health. 
The first is as follows :-

3, Ashleigh Terrace, Vulture street, West End, 
J 3th September, 1898 

Sm,-It is to be regretted that the board appointed 
to inqnil e into the r11atter of lead-poisoning did not 
confine their investigations to Brisbane and its environs, 
instead of wasting valnable time in going so f.tr afield. 

Only a fortnight back one of my little ones, a healthy, 
sturdy boy, aged three and a-halt years, was taken 
seriously ill with continuum' vomiting 

As neither Drs. W. '1'. Cuthhert or Lilian Cooper could 
diagnose the cas~,, I called in Dr. Turner, who pro
nounced it lead-poisoning. 

'l'he result is ttJat the child now lies in a most 
c~ritical condition in the Children's Hospital, with 
paralysis of the vision. 

I re<ret to say that since our boy was taken ill the 
water in our ddnk1ng-tank has been flushed again by 
the late rains, so that to analyse the tank-water now 
would be useless. 

In justice to others, don't you think something 
practical might be done to mitigate the danger of lead
poisoning in drinking-water? 

I am afraid mv own sad case is hopeless, and beyond 
human aid. ~ 

I am, yours faithlnlly, 
W. H. BROCKLEBANK. 

The Honourable the Home Secretary, Brisbane. 
The other letter reads thus-

3 Ashleigh Terrace, Vulture street, West End, 
~outh Brisbane, lOth November, 1898. 

SIR,- P. elm-ring to my letter of the 13th September last 
on the above subject, I beg to inform you that an analysis 
made of our tank water bv the Government Analyst 
shows three-quarters ot a grain of zinc to the gallon 
and not' the faintest trace of lead. yet an analysis made 
of the urine ol my child by Clfr. Denham gives a small 
percentage of lead. 

The Government AnalYst tells me that out of twenty
seven analyses made of s"itmples of tank water submitted 
him where lead-poisoning occurred that in only one 
instance was a slight trace of leacl found. Zinc in the 
water is, I believe, not considered by medical men 
detrimental to health. Such being the ca,e, the lead
poboning theory is st1ll an unsolved problem. 

~Iy little boy, who bas been in the Children's Hospital 
over ten weeks, still lies there totally blind from this 
cruel scourge. 

In the interests of public health it is to be hoped that 
further investigation will be made by the Government 
to trace this exrraordinary malady to its source, so 
that an antidote may be found to cope with it. 

I have, etc., 
W. H. BROOKLEBANK. 

The Honourable the Home Secretary, Brisbane. 
I may mention that Mr. Henderson has furnished 
we with a statement showing that out of forty 
samples of tank water which he analysed three 
contained traces of lead, and that in four samples 
of tap water no lead was found. We are there
fore in this position: that thn source of this cruel 
disease has not yet been aseortained. It was 
supposed by some medical men who have had 
such cases more particularly under thPir charge, 
that tank water was the cause. Whether it 
may be a cause of lead-poisoning I am not 
prepared to say, but I Hay that up to the 
present time we have no definite informa
tion as to the cause of the disease. It 
is quite evident, therefore, that an exhaus
tive inquiry is neceseary to discover it. If 
hon. gentlemen think that it is worth while 
inquiring into the cause of the disease at all, 
then it, is UReless to undertake such an inquiry 
unless it is exhaustive. Out of the whole of the 
cases which have been reported, only in three or 
four has it been potitively proved that the 
disease was camed by lead. In my opinion, and 
in the opinion of other medical men, it is still an 
open question whether lead is the canoe of 
this disease. That the oause is an irritant poison 
there is not the slightest doubt, but it is our duty 
to endeavour to diocover what that irritant 
poison is, and where it comes from. If no. 
steps are taken to ascertain the cause of 
the disease, the number of cases will in
crease year by year as po'?ulation increase~. 
J<'rom an economical, if not from a humani
tarian, point of view it is surely desirable that 
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some steps should be taken to institute an 
exhaustive inquiry. It is not de•irable that we 
should have a yearly incre<tse of paralytic cn.ses, 
or of blindness in children, the outcome oi 
which to a great extent would be that they will 
be a burden on the State. That i• the economic 
view. From the humanitarian point of view the 
letters which I hn.ve read will appeal to every
one. The case of Mr. Brockleb .nk's chi],j may 
be the case of any other person's child in the near 
future, so that it is really a q nestion of the most 
vital importance to the communhy. I sincerely 
trust that the matter will he thoroughly and 
impartially investigated. I set aside alto
gether what has occurred in regard to the 
board of inquiry. Let the matter be started 
afre<h. Let us ascertain, if possible, the cause 
of the dise<tse, and then we shall be in a position 
probably to anive at its source. But time is 
absolutely necessary. You must have time to 
collect your facts ; you must have time to in ve:;ti
gate your cases; and you must have time to 
watch the results, ·.and endeavour to get such 
evidence as to warrant you in coming to a satis
factory conclusion. The great clanger in these 
Cllses is generalising from one particular instance, 
thereby obscuring the main issue, as I believe it 
has been to a certain extent in these cases. I d11 
not for a moment believe that cases of lead
poisoning have not and do not occur, bnt in all 
these cases it has been open to doubt whether 
tney have been due to lead-poisoning. At the 
same time, if they have not hf\en dne to lead
poisoning, they have been dne to something else. 
There i" no doubt that the rlisease exist,, I 
myself have had experience of these cases, and 
that experience has not been satisfactory. Not 
more than twelve months ago a lad of seven or 
eight years of age was brought to me. He tf1d 
been a fine, healthy, happy little fellow, bnt 
when he was brought to me he was suffering 
from a dimness of vision, with a tendency to 
squint. I ascertained that he was seized 
occa-;ionally with ~evere abdominal pains and 
vomiting. So excruciatingly severe were the 
pains that on one occasion I was sent for from 
\Vynnum to go and see him, and un another 
occasion I was sent for at 2 o'clock in the morning. 
The result of the case is that the little fellow has 
recovered his physical health, but he is totally 
blind. I do not say the Government are utterly 
indifferent in the matter, but the steps they have 
taken have been absolutely inadequate to achieve 
the result desired. It is not sufficient for the 
Government Analyst to make analyses of water 
in every case reported to him. He may direct 
all his effnrts to the discovery of lead, to the 
neglect of oomething else which may be the real 
cause of the disease. An investigation of a 
medical nature should go hand in hand with a 
chemical analysis. Whf1t I have said should 
prove to hon. gentlemen the necessity for making 
a thorough investigation into the whole question. 
I now beg to move the motion standing in my 
name. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I am 
sure we will give the highest credit to the Hon. 
Dr. Ta:; !or fnr the intc rest he has taken in this 
subject-a subject, of course, of great interest to 
the whole community. But the question is what 
is the best way to go about the m a' ter? From 
some cause or other the investigations of the 
board of inquiry closed at a time when Dr. 
Taylor, as chairman of the board, thought that 
some results might possibly follow if an exhaus
tive inquiry was undertaken. I am in this 
position in this House. The board was aprointed 
by the Home Secretary, who is in the other 
House. He might possibly be able to exp].,in 
the matter very much better than I can. 
The Hon. Dr. Taylor has named the Go
vernment very frequently in his speech, bnt 

he should have said the Home Secretary, because 
the matter was entirely under his jurisdic
tion. I have consulted 1 he Home Secretary, 
and he informs me that no report has been wade 
to the G-overnment concerning such brain and 
nervous diseases in the juve,,ile population. He 
say;; the Board of Health should bring the 
m!itter before tbe Government, when the necessary 
eteps would be taken. Doctors generally dn not 
yet agree as to thr· existence o£ lead-poisoning; 
and under the circn!llsl anees I mnst oppose a 
motion of this kind because it is not exac ly in 
order. If the B<:ard of Health, who have the 
guidance of the health of the community under 
their charge, report to the Government that 
certain steps are necessary, then, of cour.se, 
thuse steps will be taken. At any rate, thP Go
vernment will favourably consider any resolu
tion that may be forwarded to them by tha 
Board of Health; but so far as the inquiry 
which has taken place is concerned, it has, 
as Dr. Taylor has said, proved abortive; 
and largely, I understand, because medical men 
c<tnnot ag-ree as to whether the cases which have 
been reported have been caused by lead-poisoning 
or not. It certainly is a singular thing to me, 
as a layman, but a very old colonist, that this 
question should resolve itself into an attack on 
tank water, whEn we have been using tank water 
all over the colony for the last thirty or forty 
years, without ever hec~ring before o~ th.is 
danger. Possibly thPre may be somethmg m 
the fact th<tt when, in times of drought, the 
water is allowed to accumulate in the tanks, 
the water may be contaminated by corrosion 
of the zinc or lead which is nsed in the con
struction of the tanks ; bnt then the disease 
might be expected to manifest itself in adults 
as well as in children. It is not for me 
to place my views against lhose of a medw t! 
scientist like Hon. Dr. 'l'aylor. At the same 
time it is clear that the question is not free from 
doubt, and the position the Government take up 
is that it should be approached by the Board of 
Health and asked to take sowe definite steps. 
The late inquiry was un"ati ,factory for the 
reason that the board of inquiry opened up a 
tremendous subject, where there was a great 
difference of n]Jinion. Such inquiries are seldom 
satisfactory. As Dr. Taylor has already pointed 
ont, the Government Analyst has reported on 
twenty-two cases which have been brought under 
his notice, and of that number four seemed to be 
cases of lead- poisoning. That is a very small pro
portion, and it is not at all certain that even those 
four cases come under the direct charge of being d ne 
to lead-poisoning. As the Hon. Dr. Taylor has 
pointed out, the Hon. J. R. Dickson was Home 
Secretary at the time tbe investigatiun was 
undertaken, and he was very anxious that it 
should take place, and gave every facility for 
the purpose of the investigation, but he seemed to 
think that the investigation which was entered 
upon was of too exhaustive a nature, and one 
which the Government had not anticipated, and 
which they did not agree with. The consequence 
was that the inquiry was closed. I hope that 
the House will riot agree to this motion being 
carried, because it, will he far better to leave it 
to the Government to take whrttever steps they 
find to be necessary v, hm approached by the 
Board of He all h. 

The Hox. C. F. JlilARKS : I do not wish to 
take up the time of the Hou'e in repeating all 
that has been said by the Hon. Dr. Taylnr. I 
hupe the Ranee will take notE> of the very careful 
way in whic , t.he Postmaster-General has walked 
round the thing. Why was the inquiry burhd? 
Why was it otopped? V\'e want Lo know tha~
Here is a disease-it does not matter whether 1t 
it caused by lead-poisoning or whether it is due 
to zinc. It has been mduced in some way, and 
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it i~ causing numbers of caaes of paralysis
whether of the optic nerve or not is immaterial. 
We want it stopped. Why did the late Home 
Secretary stop the inquiry 1 The hon. gentlerPan 
evidently knew nothing about scientific inquiry 
or he would have known that no valuable results 
could be obtained in three weeks, which was all 
the working time the board of inquiry had at their 
.disposal. I hope the House will back up Dr. Taylor 
and strengthen his hands by insisting that the 
Government should do something. The Post
master-General has stated that the initiative 
should be taken bv the Central Board of H(J,Jth, 
but we know that that body is quite bel pless. They 
are under the thumb of this same Home Secre
tary; they can do what be tells them to.do, .and 
nothing else. They can oqly act by his direc
tions; and for that very reason, years ago, the 
Hon. Dr. Taylor and I resigned our positions on 
the Central Board ·of Health. We did not con
sider it consistent with our sense of right to be 
placed in such a position on questions of import
ance. The Government at that time would not 
consent to take active steps, and so we threw up 
our responsibility. That will be the result in the 
present question if the matter is left to the 
Board of Health to move the Home Secretary. 
I hope the House will strengthen the hands of 
the Hon. Dr. Taylor, and insist on the Govern
ment doing something. It will be on the con
science of the Home S·cretary, I take it-not on 
the Postmaster-General-if more patients die, 
when the cause could be discnvered. 

The HoN. A. H. BARLOW: I do not pro
fess to have the sligbteot acquaintance with this 
subject, although I have taken a great int~rest 
in It. Still I would like to put before my Iron. 
friends one fact. You can scarcely go near a 
school when the children are out eating their 
lunches but you see them with bread and butter 
or jam in their hands, hanging on to the fences, 
and we know that lead enters largely into the 
composition of the paint on t?e f!'lnces. V er.y 
possibly some cases of lead:pmsomng owe therr 
or1gin to that so':'rce .. When t~e Hon .. Dr. 
Taylor was delivermg Ius exhaustive and mter
esting address, it struck me as singular that, at 
any rate in some degree, adults had not been 
affected by this disease. I have not heard 
during the course of this discussion, nor have I 
read in the public prints, that adults have been 
affected. It may be that thepoi"onmightnoth:1Ve 
such a great eff('Ct upon them as upon children, 
but surely it wou:d have some effect. With regard 
to the lead-poisoning being due to e.<tting food 
such as cheese, butter, jams, and tinned goods, 
if that were so then the symptoms should appear 
in the southern colonies, because I take it that 
the goods used in all the colonies are of much 
the same character. I am not going to take up 
time except to say this-that I believe that one 
great source of trouble is the bringing up of 
children under iron roofs. Let any hon. gentle
man get upon any slight eminence in the 
suburbs and look down upon the smaller houses 
with their iron roofs, and their little height of 
ceiling. These terrible roo.fs are ~he most un
suitable for any human bemg to lrYe under m 
this climate. I fancy it will be found that the 
gene• ation living under iron roofs is a very 
different generation to that which lived under 
shingles. In my early days we never heard of 
an iron roof. All the houses were covered 
with shingles. They were cool and they were 
ventilated. However small the house might be, 
however low the rooms inside, there was a 
ventilation through the shingles. I sillcerely 
hope that something will be done, although my 
hon. friend, the Postmaster-General, has taken 
a view which, as a member of the Government, 
I must support. Stiil I hope that the individual 
medioa,l men, by their investigations, may be 

able to check this terrible evil. An the same 
time I believe the iron roofs are responsible for 
a fearful amount of infant mortality i!'- t.his 
"country. It may be that th.rough the brmgmg 
up of children in these terrible ovens a steady 
deterioration is going on in the d~velopment of 
our childreil. I do not wan~ to ra1se any.alarm, 
and therefore deal with the subject as de.hcat!'ly 
.as possible; but there may ~e a deterwratwn 
going on in the rising generatiOn under the con
ditions I have stated. 

The HoN. E. B. FORRRST: I do not see in 
what way the Hon. Dr. Taylor is to get any 
support. The Hon. Mr. Barlow says he hopes 
he will get support, but as a member of tJ::e 
Govprnment he thinks he must support hiS 
colleague. I am not going into the guestion '()f 
the jam, the butter, ar;d al~ ~hose thmgs, no.r to 
discuss the pffect which hvmg under an Iron 
roof has on the health of children, though no 
doubt that has something to do with it. I 
understand the Postmaster-General to say that 
the Government want to be put in motion by 
somebody, particularly by the Board of Health. 
The experience most of us have had lately of the 
proceedinas of the Board of Health has not 
been such as to warrant us in believing th~t 
they are likely to put the Governm~nt m 
motion. It ia the Government who govern the 
Board of Health. Whatever the Government 
want to have done the Board of Health does 
it. That is the explanation given by the ~on. 
Dr. Marks. I do not think ":e .are likely 
to get any help fro!ll the~. If It 1s a ques
tion of being put m motiOn, I would ask the 
Postmaster-General what he thinks of the board 
that has already been sitting on the subject? 
On that board there were Dr. Jackson, Dr. 
Love, Mr. Pound, Mr. Henderson, and the Ho?· 
Dr. Taylor, all men who '!-re well known m 
Brisbane and with a re!Jutatwn at stake. They 
have been investigating this qn~5tion for. some 
time but not long enough accorrlmg to their own 
stat~ment. We find the Hon. Dr. 'faylor saying 
in his letcer to the Under Secretary on the lOth 
October-

It is evident, therefore, that this is a ~~tter of. gra':"e 
importance to the community. A~ instdiC~ns po~son lS 
yearly prostrating a number of chtldren wtth pam and 
disease, and of these a large majo:ity-abou~ 70 per 
cent.-are permanently paralysed, blmded, or killed. 

What stronger evidence do the Goyernment 
want; or is h'!-lf the count>y to b~ buned before 
anybody is gnmg to. be put m mot10n. Here are 
men well known m the colony who tt;ll us 
deliberately that 70 per cent. uf the children 
afllicted with this disease a>e pel'manently 
v·raly,ed blinded or killed. H that cannot 
p~t the Govermne~t in .motion it is difficult to 
conceive any sort of eyidence .that would. I 
know nothing about this questiOn, and do not 
want tu know very much, but wh~n I find ll!en 
like thosa whose names I have ment10ned rnakmg 
a statement of this kind, I object to the Govern
ment saying they want to be put in motion by 
another body altogether. They have appointed 
a committee to inquire into this matter indepen· 
dently of the Hoard of Health. Those men 
make an interim report, or rather they are 
blocked in their proceedings at an early stage, 
but they have gone far enough to warrant t.he!ll 
in stating wl1at the Hon. Dr. TaJ:IOr has sa1d !ll 
his letter. I hope the Ho,.se Will support the 
hon. gentlen>an in J•res"ing this th~ng np;m the 
attention of the Government. It IS a thmg, to 
my mind. that ought to he pressed. upon them, 
and I shall be very pleased to vote With the Hon. 
Dr. Tay lor if he presses his motion to a 
division. 

The HoN. A. NOR TON: Sufficient has been 
disclosed in connection with this matter to show 
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that further inquiry into it is necessary. We 
are very particular about the health of the 
people in some respects. We are anxious to save 
them from catching tuberculosis from diseased 
cattle. We strive even to prevent pigs from 
being fed on the meat of tuberculous cattle lest 
the pork of those pigs should be the mellonS of 
conveying tuberculosis to human beings. When 
we are so particular in such respects, surely we 
ought to take every care of children who 
cannot help themselves. Those who are old 
enough to use their understanding, if they have 
any, we may leave to take care of themselves, 
but we are bound to show some regard for the 
health of the young. With regard to this particu
lar complaint, I heard of it some months ago 
from a gentleman who was at the time connected 
with the Sick Children's Hospital. He told me 
that some of the cases brought into the hospital 
resulted in absolute blindness, and others in 
paralysis. He did not say that was the result of 
lead-poisoning, but he told me that medical men 
who had inquired into the disease were of that 
opinion. He was, however, certain that of the 
cases brought into the hospital a large number 
were incurable. Such being the case, when we 
know that the children are helpless in the 
matter, and that they are liable to the disease 
being introduced _into their system, without any 
knowledge on thmr part, or on the part of their 
parents, is it not desirable, when we are so 
anxious to protect the public health, that we 
should look after these little ones? That is, to 
my mind, the main reason why this matter 
should receive the support of the House. I do 
not know whether it should pass in this particular 
form or not, but I do say that an inquiry should 
be held, and that it should be instituted by the 
Government, and th~tt the sooner it is done the 
better. The Hon. Mr. Barlow talked about the 
iron roofs and tanks and the white-painted fences 
of the State schools. Why did the Government 
paint the fences white if the lead in the paint 
poisoned the children ; and why did they put up 
corrugated iron roofs and t,anks which led to 
the contamination of the water consumed by the 
children? Those are matters that want inq niring 
into. The late board tried to do a groat deal, 
possibly to go too far. I notice in the corres
pondence that the Chief Secretary took up the 
position that the inquiry should be confined to 
Brisbane and the immediately surrounding dis
tricts. But that was not the form in which the 
board was appointed; it was appointed to inquire 
into the cause of the disease in Brisbane and 
other parts of Queensland. It might, perhaps, 
have been better if their instructions had been 
limited to Brisbane and its neighbourhood. But 
be that the case or not, so serious is the dise'lse 
that this House has a right to ask the Go
vernment to take steps for the appointment 
of a commission which will so investigate 
matters that there will be a reasonable hope that 
they will discover the cause of the paralysis and 
blindness with which the children are attacked, 
and that through that discovery measures may be 
taken which may lead to the diminution, if not 
the prevention, of the disease in the future. I 
speak especially on behalf of the children who, 
along with their parents, are entirely helples·s in 
the matter; and really, considering the trouble 
we take to prevent the spread of tuberculosis 
and actinomycosis, and the anxiety we },ave to 
protect even our pigs from disPase, we might 
give a little thought to the children and give 
them the first place in a matter of this kind. I 
think the Hon. Dr. Taylor is entitled to com
mendation and the sympathy of the HousB for 
having brought this motion forward, which, even 
if not passed in its present form, will have the 
effect of abating or ending this wretched disease 
which is affecting the children of the colony. 

1898-4 R 

The HoN. G. W. GRAY: I notice that from 
1893 to 1897 there were eighty-three cases of this 
disease treated in the Sick Children's Hospital. 
ln my opinion the practical way to get at the 
source of the disease, and to find out whether it 
is really the result of lead-poisoning is for the 
doctor at the Sick Children's Hospital, as each 
case arises, to visit the child's home and school, 
ascertain the nature of the water supply, and so 
on. With an average of twenty cases per 
annum occurring it would occupy a Royal Com
mission a very long time to arrive at any sound 
conclusion. The doctor at the hospital, by the 
method I suggest, would be able to get to the 
seat of the trouble, and to prove beyond doubt 
whether it is owing to lead-poisoning from the 
water which the child had been drinking. None 
of those eighty-three cases, as far as I can see, 
have been investigated in that way. 

The HoN. J. ARCHIBALD: The question 
before us is more or less of a scientific character, 
and one of which few of us, excepting the 
medical members of the House, know anything 
whatever. But the facts before us are simple. 
Early in the year certain medical gentlemen in 
Brisbane had before them certain cases of disease 
which they did not understand. The facts 
placed hefore the Government were sufficiently 
conclusive to induce the Government to appoint 
a small board to inquire whether that disease 
was due to lead-poisoning or otherwise. That 
board, appointed on the 30th May, comprised 
the Hon. Dr. Taylor, Dr. Love, and Dr. 
J ackson, three of the most eminent medical 
men in the colony, gentlemen of very high 
attainments and with an extensive practice. 
With those were associated Mr. Henderson, the 
Government Analyst, and Mr. Pound, the well
known bacteriologist and director of the Stock 
Institute. The board so composed state at the 
conclusion of their report that further investi
gation is necessary and desirable. I think 
from what the Hon. Dr. Taylor has said to
day, supplemented by the Hon. Dr. Marks, 
the Government should continue this matter, 
not necessarily at any great expense or by .the 
appointment of a Royal Commission, but simply 
by giving the medical gentlemen of the city of 
Brisbane every facility and opportunity to prose
cute their inquiries by allowing them to send 
water and various articles of diet to the Govern
ment Analyst from time to time for analysis, and 
by having the results of those analyses made 
public through the Prel\s. I believe that a great 
deal of information could be got in that way. I 
do not think there was any necessity for the 
Government refusing to carry on this matter. 
No sufficient reason has been given by the Home 
Secretary for discontinuing the inquiry, and I 
shall certainly support the motion of the Hon. 
Dr. Taylor. 

The HoN. A. C. GREGORY: We have dis
cussed this matter at considerable length, and 
the question we have now to decide is whether 
it is desirable . that there should be further 
inquiry into this matter of supposed lead
poisoning. ThA general discussion of the subject 
by medical men and the public which has taken 
place so far has been exceedingly valuable, and 
I think it would be a most unfortunate circum
stance if we did not proceed to make further 
investigation. The cases which have been 
referred to as evidence of blindness or paralysis 
resulting from some cause that it is desired to 
discover have been cases in the Children's 
Hospital, but I think far more serious cases 
can be found in the Deaf, Dumb, and 
Blind Institution. There you will find 
numbers of children suffering from blindness 
who have come from the Northern parts of tlw 
colony, and I believe that in many cases their 
affiiction is due to climatic conditions. No doubt 
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there are instances of lead-poisoning in our cities, 
and I am only sorry that the Government have 
not continued the investigation on the subject. 
If the matter were thoroughly investigated, and 
sufficient information obtained to warrant us in 
arriving at a definite conclusion with regard to 
this disease, that would be of great benefit to the 
community. But, as I have said, I believe that 
the climatic conditions of the tropical portions of 
the colony will explain some cases of blindness 
which are brought under notice, for there is no 
doubt that a great many cc~ses of individual 
blindness have occurred from what is called 
heat apoplexy. Many persons hold the opinion 
that what is commonly called sunstrokP only 
occurs from exposure to the sun, but from my 
own experience I know that it frequently arises 
without the person attacked going into the sun 
at all, the cause being an exceedingly moist 
atmosphere and a high temperature. I merely 
mention that as one of the sources of some of the 
ailments which have been spoken of, but I am 
satisfied that there are many other causes, and 
it would be well to make further inquiry int0 the 
matter, so that the public might be put on their 
guard against them. From snch an inquiry very 
valuable information would be obtained which 
would be of grPat assistance to the medical pro
fession, and the knowledge thus gained would 
also tend to promotethehealthof the community. 
I am therefore in accord with the proposal 
of the Hon. Dr. Taylor that there should he 
further investigation into the matter. The 
precise form in which that investigation should 
be made is a matter for consideration, but there 
ought to be an investigation. As to requesting 
the Central Board of Health to originate it, I 
would ask, Has that board originated anything? 
Whether the cause of the disease that has been 
referred to is lead-poisoning or tank-poisoning, 
or whether it comes from jam tins or anything 
else, I am satisfied that it would be of great 
advantage to the public to find out what IS the 
danger and what is the antidote, and what is 
indispensable for the maintenance of health in 
our climate. 

The HoN. W. F. TAYLOR, in reply: I 
shnuld like to make a tew remarks concerning 
some of the statements made by the Postmaster
General. The hon. gentleman stated that I 
should not in this matter have made any charge 
against the Government as a Government, 
because it is the Home Secretary who has charge 
of this business. I should not have had any
thing to say about the Gnvernment if it had not 
been stated in a letterfrom the Under Secretary 
'o the Home Department, dated the 15th of 
August, that "the Government consider that 
sufficient time has now ~lapsed to permit of a 
decision being come to by the board upon the 
two points which required to be investigated." 
From that it is evident that the Government had 
considered the matter, and if they were not cogni
santof the proceedings which took place they ought 
to have been. With regard to the objection that 
medical men are not agreed nn the subject, I 
would ask what on earth would he the use of 
having an inquiry if they were agreed on the 
nature of the ailment and its cause? It is simply 
because they are not agreed on that point, and 
because they do not know and cannot find out 
the cause of the disease that they wish to obtain 
the assistance of the Government in the matter. 
I want to arrive at the facts in connection with 
this matter; we have lots of theories, and lots of 
possibilities, but we want the facts, and in order 
to arrive at them we must have an exhaustive 
inquiry. With that view I now ask the Honse 
to press upon the Government the necessity for 
making this inquiry, for evidently they will not 
make it without some pressure being brought to 
bear upon them. The Postmaster-General said 

they were waiting for the Centra!BoardofHealth 
to take action. The board did what they could 
before the commission was appointed; they not 
only passed resolutions, but a deputation waited 
on the Home Secretary, but without any effect. 
The Courier then took the matter up, and after 
they published one or two leading articles on the 
subject, the commission was appointed. The 
Centra.! Board of Health have failed to secure 
an exhaustive inquiry, the staff of the Sick 
Children's Hospital have failed, and the Co-urier 
has failed. Wbat then must be done? Probably 
this House may succeed in inducing the Govern
ment to take the necessary steps in that direc
tion, and it is in the hope that such may be the 
result that I ask the House to pa;s this motion. 

Question put and passed. 

BRITISH PROBATES BILL. 
MESSAGE FROM ASSEMBLY. 

The PRESIDENT announced the receipt of 
a message from the Assembly returning this 
Bill without amendment. 

BIUSBANE TECHNICAL COLLEGJ<i BILL 
-EVIDENCE BILL- GAME AND 
FISHES ACCLIMATiiilATION BILL. 

FIRST READING. 

These Bills, received from the Assembly, were 
read a first time, and their second readings made 
Orders of the Day for Tuesday next. 

COPYRIGHT REGISTRATION BILL. 
FIRST READING. 

This Bill, received from the Assembly, was 
read a first time, and its second reading made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

MINING BILL 
SECOND READING. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: The object 
of this Bill is to consolidate into one statute the 
present laws relating to mining, and which are 
contained in s1xteen Acts, all of which it is pro
posed to repeal, and in doing so to liberalise the 
law and take advantage of the experience gained 
in twenty-four years' administration of the present 
law, and otherwise to give effect to numerous 
pressing reforms which have been urged on 
succe~sive Ministries from time to time, and so 
endeavour to satisfy the legitimate wants of the 
mining community. When we reflect that the 
mining industry is the second great factor in 
the industrial development of this advancing 
colony, that it contributes its millions to the 
wealth of the community, and that so large 
a proportion of our population are dependent 
upon it for their livelihood, it imposes a 
duty upon the Government to foster it 
in every way possible, and this has been more 
recently recognised in the appointment of the 
Royal Commission of 1897, to inquire into and 
report on the mining laws in force at that time, 
and to advise and report upon the best mode in 
which assistance could be rendered to develop 
the mineral resources of the colony. The Cum
mission visited nearly all our goldfields and took 
a large mass of evidence. Upon that evidence 
they submitted an elaborate report, and although 
they did not all agree as to what should be 
done, they were successful in giving the Govern
ment very valuable ad vice on the subject, which 
has resulted in most of their recommendations 
being incorporated in this Bill. Though the Bill 
runs into 252 clauses, I propose to show that 
three-fourths at least of the Bill consist of sec
tions taken from the sixteen Acts which are pro
posed to be repealed. I hold in my hand the 
pamphlet containing all the Acts re.,Iating to 
mining in Queensland, and hon. gent!ilmen will 
see that on nearly every page the whole of the 
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clauses have been re-enacted in the Bill before 
us. Hon. gentlemen who take an interest 
in the matter will find, if they go into the 
question, that, although the Bill is so lengthy, it 
is very largely a re-enactment. Of course there 
are a great many important amendments in the 
Bill, and it is to the,:e amendments alone that I 
propose to address myself, because there is no 
necessity for discussing the law as it at present 
stands. Taking the Act of 1874, which is the 
basis of our mining laws, it speaks volumes for 
the authors of that measure that, notwithstanding 
the lapse of twt·nty-fonr years since it was 
passed, such is the satisfaction it has given to 
the mining community that it has been virtually 
adopted as the basis of this Bill. The other 
Acts have also been incorporated with it to 
such an extent as to render it an ea'y task to 
point out what is really new in the Bill. Hon. 
gentlemen will see from these remarks that 
the Bill is largely a committee measure-to be 
discussed in detail, and not so much on the 
second reading. That being so, our dealing wi.th 
it now is rendered much easier and more satis
factory. The synopsis which is in the hands of 
hon. members will also serve to do the duty of 
a second-reading speech, as it shows concisely 
and clearly the scope of the Bill and the pro
posed al~erations which have been '?ade i_n 
the existing law. Hon. members havmg th1s 
by them can at once see if a clause is new, 
or in what manner it has been altered. 
There is nothing very important until we come 
to Part III.-miners'rights and business licenses. 
'rhe miner's right is in future to authorise the 
holder to mine, not only for gold, but for any 
other description of mineral, and the fee is 
reduced from 10s. to 5s. It can be issued to any 
company registered in Queensland, as well as to 
a trustee or man:tger of a company, but it does 
not authorige an Asiatic, African, or Polynesian 
alien to mine on a new goldfield. These c:1n 
mine as now on an old goldfield provided tJ::ey 
hold miners' rights ; but they must only mme 
on alluvial ground, and only on a goldfield 
which they could mine upon at the time of the 
passing of this Bill. It is provided also that all 
gold or other minerals found by the holder shall 
be his absolute property, even as against Her 
Majesty, and land held by him may be sublet. 
The same may be said of business licenses for the 
surface land. The Bill provides for their issue 
and transfer. An important matter to the 
mining community is contained in clause 7, 
where the reward for the discovery of a new 
goldfield is raised from £1,000 to £10,000. Part 
IV. relates to goldmining leases and mineral 
leases; and here we find the Governor may grant 
to any person, not being an Asiatic, African, 
or Polynesian, a goldmining lease, except in 
certain cases set out in the 24th section, and 
the term of such lease must not exceed twenty. 
one years, but may by renewed for another 
twenty-one years. "The area is under cert:1in 
circumstances increased from tv.•enty-five acres 
as at present to fifty acres, which will no do~bt 
encoumge the introduction of foreign cap1t!'l 
which is so much wanted for the more rap1d 
development of our goldfields. The introduc
tion of capital will also assist in developing such 
fields as the Hodgkinson, the Etheridge, the 
Pa1mer, and other fields now almost deserted, 
where there are great possibilities and prospects 
of adequate return for investors. 'rhe provisos 
relating to this area of fifty acres are important, 
and I direct hon. gentlemen's attention to clause 
25 which settles the rent, term, and area of such 
goldmining leases. These are the qualifications 
connected with these fifty-acre leases which I 
would like to call attention to-

Provided always that the area shall not exceed 
twelve acres until the expiration of seven years from 

the date of the original proclamation constituting the 
goldfield, nor twenty-five acres until the expiration 
of fourteen years from the date of the said proclama
tion.: 

Provided also that not more than twenty-five acres 
shall be granted, except where the depth of t~e gr~u!'d, 
difficulty of working, or the expense of erecting min1ng 
machinery is likely to be g1·eat, or the poverty ?f the 
ground warrants it, or the ground has been prevwusly 
worked, and abandoned for six months: . 

Provided further that no shaft shall be sunk m any 
such lease, except at a distance o! at least ten feet from 
the ne~trost boundary line o! such lease. 
Clause 26 is a new clause. It states-

In every goldmining lease a portion of the surface of 
the area not exceeding one-half shall be reserved for 
residence purposes, but in no case shall.the portion of 
the surface not so reserved be less than srx acres. 
I know that that clause ha" been subject to some 
contention. Clause 27 prescribes the covenants 
and conditions of these leases, and provides new 
labour conditions. At present the law requires 
one man to every acre, and this is also a require
ment strongly objected to in London and else
where and is said to have immensely retarded 
develc;pment. The matter has been exhaustively 
discussed in another place, and the consensus of 
opinion seems to be as contained in the 3rd sub
section which provides for one man to every 
four a'cres, .and in no case le_ss than. three 
men unless m cases of exemptiOn. Hitherto 
the Minister has had sole discretion to 
forfeit leases for breaches of conditions, but 
this has been considered too uncertain as depend 
ing on the will of the Minister. It is therefore 
provided in clause 27 that for the first and 
second breach of conditions the lessee shall pay 
a fine not exceeding £100, with provision for 
forfeiture on non-paymPnt of these fines, or on 
the commission of any further breach of covenant. 
We now come to Division H.-Mineral Leases. 
These are largely on the same footing as at 
present, excepting as provid~d in section 33, 
subsections 4, 5, and 7 of whwh are new. The 
les,;ee is not to assign or sublet without . the 
lewe of the Minister or warden, and there IS to 
be employed on the lease one man for every 
ten acres unless exemption is granted. At 
present the condition is one man to five acres, 
There is also a similar condition as in gold· 
mining leases as to two fines before forfeiture. 
Clause 35 is important. It refers to the pro· 
visions applicable to min~ral lease~ w:hen g<;>l~ is 
found on them. The umon of ex1stmg mmmg 
leases is provided for in clause 41. J'1i o greater 
area than fifty acres is to be allowed in a united 
goldmining lease, or 160 acres _in a un!ted 
mineral lease. There are no material alteratwns 
in Parts V. and VI., except those rendered 
necessary by consolidation, and by the transfer 
of the administration to the Mines Department. 
Hitherto the administration has been divided 
between the Lands Department and the Mines 
Department and it is now proposed to hand 
over the wh~le administration of the lands which 
concern mining to the Mines Department. In 
Part VII. I draw attention to the last subsection 
of clause fi7, which provides-

All lands situated within the limits of a goldfield or 
mineral field, which may be alienated in f~e-simple 
alter the passing o! this Act, shall be ~UbJeCt to a 
reservation of copper, tin, opal, and ant1mony; and 
shall also be snbiect to a right of access under the 
provisions ol this Act. 
Part. VIII. relates to miners' homestead leases. 
Clause 71 is the most important. It fixes the 
areas that may be applied for-within the town
ship one acre · within two miles from township 
bou~dary, five' acres; outsjde two a!ld witpin 
five miles forty acres ; outsrde five-mile radms, 
eighty am:es. I mention these matters particu· 
larly because they are new to the Bill, and, of 
course will be subjects for discussion. The area 
of a to'wnship is not to be less than 4,000 acres, 
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unless that area is not available. The rent 
is to be 5s. per acre for a homestead within a 
township and 1s. per acre per annum for forty
acre home.steads, and 6d. per annum for home
steads exceeding forty acres. On a homestead 
which is outside the township boundary when 
taken up no rent is to re charged after the 
thirtieth year. It is proposed that after a man 

· has held a homestead for thirty years he shall 
not be charged any further rent. The home
stead may be subdivided or mortgaged, sold, or 
resumed, or may be taken up for mining pur
poses under a miner's right or a mining leasP, 
and any damage done to the surface is to be 
compensated for. Clause 97 is new, and pro
vides for the valuation of the miner's home
stead being estimated at the fair average 
value of unimproved land of the •ame quality 
held in fee-simple in the same neighbourhood. 
I want to draw particular attention to this 
clause so that we may consider whether the 
method of valuation laid down therein is one 
which should meet with approval. At present 
the Valuation and Rating Act lays down a 
certain method of rating,_ and this proposes to 
alter that system. Part IX. is very lengthy, and 
relates to the administration of the Act by 
wardens and the constitution of the wardens' 
courts. n differs but little from the previous 
law, excepting that the machinery for administra
tion has been slightly altered so as to meet the 
new conditions embodied in this Bill. For 
instance, in cases where assessors arEo required, 
three are to sit in place of two, a majority of 
assessors to decide question5 of fact and the 
warden all questions of law. Special cases may 
be submitted for the opinion of the Supreme or 
District Court as may be elected by the party 
x-aising the question of law. Hitherto the 
District Court only has been utilised for this 
purpose. The power to appeal from warden to 
District Court is the same as at present. 
This is another matter to which I wish to direct 
attention, because the party raising the question 
has the right under this Bill to elect as to 
whether he shall go to the Supreme Court or to 
the District Court. It is for hon. gentlemen to 
say whether that is a proper method of pro
cedure. Some hon. gentlemen may think it 
would be better to go to the District Cuurt, and 
then to appeal from the District Court to the 
Supreme Court, or that cases should not go to 
the Supreme Court at all. That will be for hon. 
gentlemen to comider and decide. When the 
appeal is from a decision of a warden sitting 
with assessors, if either party so require, it can 
be held before the District Court judge sitting 
with three assessors. Sections 139 and 140 pro
v~de for quashing orders. That is a cheap and 
effective remedy adopted from the Justices Act, 
and has worked very \veil up to the present time. 
Sections 156 and 157 are new. They provide 
that no miner's right, lease, or license shall be 
granted to any company which is not registered 
in Queensland. That is a very good provision. 
It is also provided no Crown lands on a gold or 
mineral field shall be leased or disposed of with
on t the consent of the Minister for Mines. 
Clause 159 is new. All wages or other f:,.,rnings 
of managers, clerks, miners, artisans, and 
labourers employed in a mine are to be a first 
charge upon mining tenements, and are protected 
in case of liquidation of a company to the extent 
of four weeks. Infants may sue and be sued in 
the wardens' courts ; and for all other adminis
tration work in these courts this part makes 
adequate and elaborate provision. By clause 
167, the penalties hitherto imJilosed upon persons 
mining without a miner's rrght are to apply 
only to persons found minins- on Crown 
lands. Persons working on minmg leaseholds 
are no longer required to hold miners' rights. 

Part X. deals with miners' commons but con
tains nothing material that is new. Part XI., 
relating to drainage of mines, is extended to 
areas outside goldfields or mineml fields, other
wise it embodies the present law taken from the 
Gold Mines Drainage Act of 1891. Part XII., 
more than any other part of the Bill, evidences 
the work done by the Mining Commis;ion. This 
part applies to the regulation of mines1 and 
contains lengthy provisions relating to mmes in 
general and collieries, some of which are new, 
notably clause 198, providing for the appointment 
of a board of examiners to examine and give 
certificates of competency to mining managers 
similar to those which must at present be obtained 
by eng-ine-drivers. It is also provided that no 
person shall act as manager of more than two 
mines at the same time. Sections 206 to 208 
are new, and returns are now to be furnished 
by mining managers and accident associations to 
the nearest warden of all their members, and on 
the occurrence of any accident the warden is to 
select one member of each association and depute 
them to investigate and report on the same. 
These are clauses recommended by the Mining 
Commission, and their object is to obtain a fuller 
inquiry into mining· accidents than is at present 
the case. By clause 210 it is provided that the 
occurrence of any accident in or on a mine shall 
be prima,facie evidence of neglect on the part of 
the owner and the manager. This is taken from 
the Mines Regulation Act of 1887, and is at 
present the law, although I must admit that it 
seems rather hard that the mere occurrence of an 
accident should involve such responsibility on 
the part of the owner and the manager, when, 
as a matter of fact, they may be entirely blame
less. The age below which boys are not allowed 
to eh arge or fire explosives is raised from sixteen 
to eighteen years. 'l.'his is a very good provision. 
In this part are also included rules for the venti
lation of mines and the securing of shafts. 
Subsection 11 (c) is new, and a code of signals 
to be used in all mines is given. At present 
different mining centres have different signals; 
in future there is to be one uniform code. 
Adequate brakes for the winding-drums are to 
be provided, and no person is to be employed as 
driver of an engine unless he possesses a certifi
cate of competency. Overhead covers when 
lowering or raising persons in the shafts, 
proper appliances for the cages, self-closing 
doors, the testing of ropes and chains, the 
length of shoes or cones on ropes, and ambu
lance for use in case of accident, two separate 
openings to the surface from the mine not 
less than fifty feet apart-all recommended by 
the Mining Commission-are prominent amongst 
the very elaborate provisions contained in this 
part for the protection of the lives and limbs of 
the miners. The provisions contained in clause 
224 formerly applied only to collieries, but are 
now made to apply to all mines. Clause 240 is 
new, and makes the Weights and Measures 
Act apply to all weights, balances, and 
weighing-machines used in a colliery for deter
mining the wages payable to colliers. O!ause 
241 is also new, and provides for the 
ventilation of collieries, stations, and inspec
tion of condition as to ventilation, securing 
of roofs, slides, timbering, and giving option of 
using o downcast shaft. Part XIII. gives the 
Governor full power to make regulations, speci
fying as far as possible in forty-six subclauses 
all the purposes for which regnlations can be 
required and which are necessary to give effect 
to the Act. I will call attention to clause 251, 
which providPs that-

In any case where the Legislative Assembly by 
resolution requests that any regulation be amended in 
any respect, or be repealed, the Governor may forth
with amelid or repeal such regulation accordingly. 
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With regard to that I need only rema1·k that it 
goes without saying that this· House is quite 
capable of looking after itself. I may state that 
on going through the Bill I find, as may be 
expPcted with so comprehensive a m9asure, that 
some verbal, and perhaps more than verbal, 
amendments will require to be made; and these 
I will submit as they arise in committee. In 
conclusion, I may be permitted to express my 
regret that circumstances have prevented the 
introduction of the Bill into this Chamber at an 
earlier period of the session. But the urgent 
need there ~eems to be for the consolidation of 
our mining laws, and the assimilation of the laws 
relating to gold with those relating to minerals 
other than gold, and the fact that the labour of 
revising the mining laws has been greatly simpli
fied by the work of the Royal Commission, 
induce me to express a hope that hon. gentle
men will assist in passing the Bill with such 
amendments as they may think likely to further 
develop the mining industry. Although, as I 
have said, the Bill looks rather formidable, still, 
when it is looked into by hon. members familiar 
with ·the goldfields and the mining laws, such 
as the Hon. Mr. Archibald, the Hon. Mr. 
Deane, and others, I do not think we shall have 
much difficulty indealirig with it and making 
it a thoroughly good measure. I am sure hon. 
gentlemen will agree with me that it is a work 
that is worth doing, and I am sure that any 
amendments we introduce into the Bill will 
receive that consideration in another place 
which, coming from this House, they will 
deserve. I ask hon. members to assist in carry
ing the Bill through without the session being 
unduly prolonged. I move that the Bill be now 
read a second time. 

The HoN. R. BULCOCK moved the adjourn
ment of the debate. 

Question put and passed, and the resumption 
of the debate made an Order of the Day for to
morrow. 
'l'OWNSVILLE MUNIOIP AL LOAN ACT 

REPEAL BILL. 
COMMITTEE. 

This Bill passed through Committee without 
amendment, and its third reading was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at thirteen minutes 
to n o'clock. 
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