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720 Swpply. [ASSEMBLY.] Question. 

\VEDNESDAY, 12 OcTOBER, 1898. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3 
o'clock. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMJ~NT. 
CHANGES IN THE GOVERN;¥IENT. 

The PREMlER: It is nq dutv to inform 
the House that there have b:oen certain 
changes made in the distribution of Minis
terial porLfolios, and that to-day His Excel
lency has been pleased to approve of the 
following changes :-I have relinquished the 
office of Home Secretary, and have been 
appointed Chief Secretary of Queensland ; the 
Hon. J ustin Fox Greenlaw Foxton has relin
quished the portfolio of Public Lands and has 
been appointed Home Secretary; and the Hon . 
• James Vincent Chataway has been !1ppointed 
Secretary for Public L.nds as well as Secretary 
for Agriculture. In addition, I may mention 
that the Hon. George \Vilkie Gray, a member 
of the Legislative Council, has been called to be 
a member of the Executive Council of Queens
land. 

QUESTION. 
S'rOcK TRAVELLED FR011 EsK TO NoRMANBY. 

Mr. LEAHY asked the Secretary for Agri
culture-

1. Has any information retched him lately as to the 
present condition of the stock travelled from Esk to X or
man by, which were referred to on a motion for the ad
journment of the House lately lly the honourallle 
member for Rose wood? 

2. H so, whrtt is the nature of such report or ill for
mation, and, if a report, will he lay the same on the 
table a! the House? 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
replied-

!. Yes. 
2. A report has been received, dated 7th October, 

from Inspector 1~. T. Hancock, in which, after detailing 
the distribution in paddocks of the 1,127 head or 
cattle, he says-

! rode through the Bald Ridges and made a careful 
inspection of the bullocks, but could see nothing to 
cause the least suspicion; but, to make sure, llart.llO 
head through the crush. \Vith the result that I fonud 
two (2) scrub ticks, and in no case \vas there a mark 
on the skin that would lead one to suspect that a ca1 Ue 
tick had ever been there. rrhe 110 bend were a fair 
average lot, and I have no hesitntion in Siiying these 
particular cattle are clean. I also went throngh the 
205 head now in the " 1.Y ash pool " paddock with a like 
result. 

OFFICIALS IN P ARI"IAMRNT ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

FIRST READIXG. 

On the motion of the PREl'vli:ER lertve was 
given to introduce a Bill t" l1.n,end tlw Offici:1.ls 
in Parliament Act of 18Ufi. 

The PREMIER : I move that the Bill be now 
read a first time. 

Mr. LEAHY: Before you put the question 
I would say th:1.t it i, not :>Jtogether unusual for 
the Minister in charge of a Bill of this 
momentous nature to give an explanation ou its 
first reading. I admit it iR not the practice, but 
I do not think it is exactly out of order. It is 
done in the House of Commons--

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is 
entirely ont of order under onr Standing Orders. 
No discussion can take place at this stage. 
Besides he should remember that this motion 
has been called " formal." 

Question put and passed; and the se~ond 
reading of the Bill made an Orcler of the Day 
for to-morrow. 

ELECTIONS BILL. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, it was 

resolved-
That the House will, at its next sitting, re:-1olve itself 

into a Committee of the Whole to consider the de-.irable
ne!'ls of introducing a Bill to n,mend the Elections Acts, 
1885 to 1897. 

TOWNSVTLLE MUNICIPAL LOAN 
AC'.r REPEAL BILL. 

On the motion of the TREASURER, it was 
resolved-

That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itsdf 
into a Committee of the Whule to consider the d{-sir
ableness of introducing a Bill to repeal the To\vnsville 
Municipal Loan Act of 1897. 

CAIRNS GAS COMPAKY BILL. 
SELECT CmnuTTEE. 

On the motion of Mr. DRAKE, it was re
solved-

l. That the Cairns Gas Company Limited, Bill, 
be referred for the consideration and report of a Select 
Committee. 

2. That such committee have power to send for 
persons and papeTs, and leave to sit during any adjourn
ment of the House; and that it consist of the following 
members :-:Mr. Lis«~ner, Mr. Dawson, ::\Ir. Smith, l\Ir. 
Jenkinson, and the mover. 

RABBIT BOARDS ACT AMEND:HENT 
BILL. 

SECO!'(D READING, 

The HOME SECRE'.rARY (Hon. J. F. G. 
Foxton): It i' n<>t necessary, I think, that I 
should occupy the time of the House at any very 
great length in moving the second reading of this 
Bill, because on a recent occasion, when the hou. 
member for Balonne introduced a motion ex
pressing a dedire that the whole question of 
rabbit destruction should be more completely 
nationalised, as he put it, than it. has b'en hereto
fore, I tDok the opportunity of forecasting the 
nature of this Bill, and of giving hon. members, so 

1898-2 y 

far as I was then able to do it, an outline of its 
provisions, more especially of those which may 
be regarded "s the leading features of the mea
sure. However, for the information of those 
members who were not here at that time, 
:1.nd who have not had an opportunity of 
reading what wac' said on that occasion, it 
may be as well to premi"e that in my opinion, 
and in the opinion of the Government, the ques
tion with which this Bill deals is one which really 
affects the welfare of the colony to a very large 
extent. It is true that the rabbits are not in 
every man's b"ckyard, and that they do not affect 
him directly-that i", theveople who are resident 
in the towns; but anything which materially 
affects or diminishes the power of production of 
one of our great industries must necessarily 
react upon the whole culony, no matter what the 
industry may be that is more particularly affected. 
Our present system of combating the advance
ment of rabbits is one upon which we may 
birly congratulate ourselves, but o,t the 
same time it is far from perfect ; and, as I 
said on a previous occasion, it will be a long time 
before this House hears the last of the rabbit 
question. It is one which, like the poor, will be 
a! ways with us-at least as far as we can judge. 
All that we can Lope to do, as far as one can 
foresee at prtsent, is to pass such mea~nres as 
will enable the Execut1ve effectively to cope with 
the advancing pest and keep it in check. I believe 
that the experience, not only of this colony, lmt:1.lso 
of the southern colonies, shows that this can be 
done ; but it can only be done by measures 
which by some hon. member,; and by some 
people throughout the culony may be considered 
to be more or less drastic. Nevertheless we have 
the rabbits with us, and under our system 
of comrating them they are gradually gain
ing ground-they are not only increasing 
in numbers where they are already, but they 
are spreading. I am very thankful to be able to 
say that the qstem of rabbit-nett,ing which we 
have adopted-at a very considerable cost to the 
Treasury, both directly and indirectly-has bad 
the effect of reducing the spread of the pest 
to what may almost be considered a minimum 
compared with what might ha ;·e been the case, 
and what certainly would have been the case had 
those fences never be··n erected. However, 
rabbit-netting fencca, no matter how complete 
may be their reticulatiuns, must be regarded only 
as the first step. Destruction within those 
fence' is unquestionably essential if we are going 
to preserve the magnificent pastures of this 
great colony, and I may mention that the lead
ing feature o£ this Bill is to provide more effec
tivelv fur the compulsory destruction of rabbits 
by private owners. At present there is un
questionably a great deal of destruction being 
carried on, both by the rabbit boards and by pri
vate individuals who have holdings within rabbit 
di,,tricts but there are certain localities in which 
destruction is not being carried on as vigorously 
as it ought to be in the best interests of the 
cvlony, and in the hest interests of the people 
who are more immediately concerned. The man 
who has had the enterprise to go to the expense 
of fencing in his holding with rabbit-netting, 
either by obtaining the netting from the Govern
meut under the liberal provisions which are in 
force, or by providing the netting at his own 
expense, is now the only person who can be 
compelled by any official authority under 
law to destroy the rahbits on his holding. 
Hon. members will e ,si!y see why a limitation 
was placed in the Acts now in force, for if men 
were eompelled to destroy rabbits on unenclosed 
land they might be destroying, not only their 
neighbours' rabbits, but also rabbits which had 
come there from unoccupi.ed Crown lands. The 
only way in which that can be remedied, and the 
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compulsory clauses made to operate in such a 
way that every private holder shall be brought 
within their scope, is by the Government itself 
undertaking to act in regard to unoccupied Crown 
lands in exactly the same way as it desires private 
holders to act with regard to the lands which are 
held by them-that is to say, the Government 
should take upon them,elves the duty of 
deCJtroying rabbits on unoccupied Crown hnds 
and resnrves-f<>r these should be included too, 
because so far as our legislation has gone, it is no 
part of the duty of the loca.] authorities to destroy 
rabbits on the reserves placed under their control 
for public pnrpose8, such as camping and water 
reserves. I n>ay say, therefore, that the leading 
feature of the Bill is to make the compulsory 
clauses apply, not only to those holdings which 
are occnpied hy men of enterprhe, and who are 
keeping the rabbits in check Ly fencing, but to 
make them apply to all unfenced hnds, whether 
in the occupation of private lessee••· or of free
holders wherever rabbits are found, the State 
und•-rtaking to do its share in exactly the 
same manner in regard to public lands 
which are unoccupied. I believe if that is 
done, there will be far greater encouragement 
for men to fence, because there will be a 
confidence on the part, not only of freeholders, 
but of Crown lesseeq that the Government itself 
is prepared to deal with the matter in an effective 
way, and in such a way as to keep the rabbits in 
check wherever they may be found. I mentioned 
on the last occasion en wh;ch I spoke on the 
subject, that so far as I was aware the com· 
pnlsory clauseli had not been enforced by the 
local bnards. The local boards-of which there 
are some half-dozen-have thP administration 
of this portion nf the law relating to rab1Jitq 
as it now stnnds. I mentioned then that, 
so hr as it harl come to my knowledge-of 
course it may not he an actu~l fact- but 
so fr.r as my knowledge extends, it is a fact 
that these compulRory clauses havf' not been 
enfnrced. I understand that in some of the 
mbbit districts exception has been taken tu the 
statement, although I have not heard that I was 
wrong in supposing they had not been enforced. 
I should perhaps have added that in one or two 
distl icts the destruction has been crm·ied on 
with such vigour by t.h,, locn l boards, and by the 
pastoral lessees within their jurisdiction, that 
there was really no reason to put thoee clauees in 
force at all, and that was really the reason why 
it had not been done. I ought to mention that 
in justice to those boarrls which have displayed 
the greatest vig-our in the matter of coping with 
the pest. Notwithstanding that, I think the 
prov1sirm in the Bill which takes out of the hands 
of tbe local boards the power of compelling 
holders and occupiers of land to destroy 
rabbits on their holdings will be found a 
good one. It is proposed to transfer that 
power to the Minister, acting on the re
commendation of the Central Habl·it Board. 
Of course it may he a very invidious thing 
to say, but one cannot shut. one's eves to the fact 
th»t in many instance< the compulsory clauses 
mL;ht be regarded by individual !et·oees as being 
rather hard upon them. A man might he called 
upon to expend a considerable sum of money in 
the destructinn nf retbbirs, perhaps in a bad 
season, or when thir'gs were not too bright with 
him financially, and he might endeavour to bring 
pressure to be>tr upon the mPmbers of the board. 
In fact, the members of the local boards might 
have a feeling tor him which migh" induce them 
not to be too hard in compelling him to destroy 
rabbits. But, inasmuch as the non-destruction 
of the rabbits becomes a national evil, they 
nnquestionably should be destroyed, and it is 
thNefore advisable to transfer the power to 
enforce the compulsory clauses to the Minister, 

acting upon the advice of the central board, of 
which the Minister is chairman, and which, I 
may say, is constituted of gentlemen who, so far 
as it is possible to arrange it, are more or less 
representatives of the different rabbit districts. 

Mr. FITZGERALD : \Vhy can't the central 
board do it without bringing in the Minister? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I think it is 
better to have executive authority, I certainly 
think it should be an official act; and there are 
sufficient safeguards against oppression in pro
viding that it shall be done on the recommenda
tion of the central hoard. Of cnnrse the 
Minister is chairman of the board, and it is my 
invariable practice to preside at every meeting of 
the board. There is one reason why it has not 
been altogether practicable to bring the com
pulsory clauses into force up to the present, and 
that ie that there are only two Government 
inspectors for the whole of the rabbit districts, 
The duties of c;ne-Mr. Dcnaldson-comprise 
the inspection of the fences in the Warrego, 
Maranea, Carnarvon, and Darling Downs rabbit 
board districts. There are practically no rabbits 
in the two latter districts, and I hope there never 
will be any. Mr. A very, the other inspector, 
has the Leichhardt, Mitchell, and Gregory 
rabbit board districts under his charge. 

Mr. KEOGH : It is a fair picnic for him. 
The HOME SECRETARY:' It is very far 

from being a picnic. In fact the country has 
been in such a state during the last twelve 
months that it has been quite imvossible for one 
of the in>pectors to do his work on horses, and 
it wa.s necessary for the· central board to provide 
him with camels. Under this system it will be 
absolutely necessary to appoint more inspectors 
for the purpose of supervising the destruction 
of rabbits throughout the whole of the rabbit 
districts, and, as the eyes and ears o! the central 
board, they will be able to report direct to that 
body and give it that information which up to 
the present it has been more or less unable to 
obtain, except through the inspectors employed 
by the local boards. 

Mr. STORY: The inspectors make written 
reports on every bit of their districts every 
month. 

The HOME SEGRETARY: I believe it will 
work well. It will entail additional expendi
ture, but I do not anticipate that it will cost any 
considerable sum over and above the £10,000 
which is now appropriated annually under the 
Rabbit Boards Act for disbursement by the 
central board, A large proportion of that 
£10,000-between .£6,000 and £7,000-is required 
to maintain the fences along our border and the 
borders of New South \V ales, South Australia, 
and the Northern Territory. These fences are 
maintained in a thoroughly efficient manner and 
are very excellent investments for the colony. 
There will be something required over and above 
the £10,000, but I do not anticipate that the 
amount will be very large. It is impossible to 
foreca"t what it will be. It will very largely 
depend upon the extent of unoccupied country 
there. may be, and I quite believe that the 
passing of this Bill will canse some country now 
occupied to be thrown up. That we cannot help. 
It seems to me that this is the only way in which 
we cm grapple with the difficulty, and if the 
Crown does it; duty by that country which is 
thrown up, the probability is that it will he 
taken up again at a higher rental when the 
country is free from rabbits. It is also provided 
that the operation of the present Rabbit Act 
shall be extended for five years up to the end of 
1807. That will be necessary whether we do it 
now or in twelve months or two years, and the 
re~son for it is this : Certain Government funds 
have been loaned under the authority of the 
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Rabbit Act to local bodies, repayable by instal
ments which cover principal and interest, and at 
least one of those bodies has borrowed so exten
sively that the whole of its revenue will not be 
more than sufficient to pay off tlJat debt. 

Mr. LEAHY : I think there are two. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I do not know 

whether that absolutely applies to two. Another, 
I know, is not far behind. Th·· vVarrego board 
is the most heavily indebted, and for very good 
reason, seeing that rabbits are thickest and worst 
in that district, and if it devoted the whole of its 
funds to repaying the Government they would 
have nothing left to manage their own affairs, 
keep up the destruction of rabhits, and maintain 
theit· fences. So that it is neceosary, in order th et 
these boards may meet their engagements-which 
I am •atisfied they are most anxious to do-to 
lengthen the time for repayment of the loans 
granted to them. There is also a provision and 
an important one, distinguishing between free 
holders and leaReholders who obtain rabbit
pt•oof netting. The present law provides that 
any holder, free holder or le~t"ehoidee, may apply 
to the Government and claim netting- at cost 
price, to be delivered at the nearest rail way 
station, if he executes a charge upon his holding 
securing the p1yment of 5 pee cent. inteeest on 
the amount paid for the netting. That, perhapB, 
is quite permissible and justifiable in the case of 
leaseholds, because, >tlthough it is only a charge 
for the payment of interest, it remains a p,,rpetual 
charge until the principal is paid off. Ir, is an 
encumbrance on the holding, and in the case of 
!l'razing farms may extend over thirty years. It 
Is quite justifiable, because there is a provision 
in the charge that the fences must be maintained 
in good order. The life of a rabbit fence ex
tends, with reasonable care, up to the fnll term 
of almost any lease which is held at the pre
sent time, so that if the r:1bbit netting is 
maintained in accordance with the covenants it 
will revert to the Crown at the expiration o£ the 
lease. But in the case of freeh•rlds a different 
principle should obtain. The land helongs to 
the freebolder for ever; the Crown has abso
lutely parted with it, and it seet1lS to me that it 
is a fair thing to adopt thA principle which has 
been adopted in the Sugar vVorks Guarantee Act 
and other Acts-that money advanced by the 
Crown should be paid off in instalment,; which 
cover principle and interest under the schedule 
provided in the Public Works Loan Act. In 
that case freeholders will, imtearl of executing 
charges, execute mortg 1ges for the puepose of 
securing the repayment of the loan. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : Does this provision extend 
to agricultural farms and all holdings, or only to 
grazing farms ? 

The HOME SECRETARY: It includes every 
possible tenure, from freehold to occupation 
license. 

Mr. AmrSTRONG: The extension of lease merely 
mentions grazing farms. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Thishasnothin"' 
to do with the extension of ]e,se. b 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: I understand that. 
The HO:YIE SECRETARY: 'rhere are 

f~r.ther powers ~na~ling the compulsory pro
VIsiOns to be earned mto effect, but otherwise I 
think I have sketched in outline the provisinns 
of the Bill. I commend it t'J the House. It io 
one that will not only benefit the pastor:,] in
dustry but the farming indmtry, and also 
indirectly every business man in the colony. 

Mr. LEAHY: Would you mind showing the 
difference that clanse 3 makes in th" existing 
law? 

The HOME SIWRETARY: Under the 
present Act the local boards have the power to 
compel owners of runs-using the word "runs" 

in its widest sense-to erect fences for the pur· 
pose of putting thereon wire netting. Under 
that it is supposed that these are groups under 
the present system, and I rather think the groups 
are supposed to be in clean country. 

Mr. STORY : No; they fence the rabbits in the 
group. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Originally the 
idea was to fence the rabbits out of t'Je groups. 

Mr. LEAHY: The Act does not say which. 
The HO~lE SECHETARY: The effect of 

fencing a group wit bin n ring fence has been 
that people within the group have the rabl<its 
fenced on to them, and they hrr ve to " pay the 
piper." vVhat is proposed now is to leaYe it to 
the board to Bay wh"re a fenee should be erected, 
not necessarily enclosing a group, but perhaps 
connecting two nther Bystems of rabbit fencing 
running in any dire.Jtion. It may be a straight 
fence or a crooked fence ; it may enclose a group 
ur not; it may be any fence wherever the local 
rabbit board is of opinion that there is an area 
which is infested and another arf"a which is pro
tected, or ought to be protect~ed; they will be at 
liberty to compel the owners to put up a fence 
separating those two areas. Then there are pro
visions under this Bill for distributing the cost 
of that fence, nnd tbey are very much more 
equitable than under the present s'ystem. Now, 
instead of the whole of the cost being thrown 
upon perrons who ought not at all to be charged 
therewith, it will be defrayed in the following 
way :-Persons whose country abnts on the 
fence, and for which it forms the boundary, will 
be required to pay one-sixth of the cost of that 
fence each. One-third of the cost of the fence 
will be defrayed by the persons immediately on 
either side. The reason is that they arn provided 
with a sheep-proof fence. 

Mr. LEAHY : 'fha t is as .uming that it is in a 
district, not on outside boundary. 

The HO:\fE SECRETARY: The boundary 
is practica.lly fenced. The balance of the two
thirds of the cost of erection of the fence will be 
borne by the holders of so much of the country 
on one side as is considered by the board to be 
the protected area, including tbe people who 
have already within that area contributed the 
one-eixth. That, I believe, meets with general 
approval in the rabbit districts, and it is strongly 
recommended by the 1-Iaranoa Rabbit Board, 
which is mo8t effectively managed, and has upon 
it men of very large experience who are 
enthu<iastic in everything counecte<l with rabbit 
destruction. The su~ges'.ion reached me too 
late to be embodied in the Bill I had the honour 
to introduce in 1896, but I felt that at the 
earliest opportunity, whenever any amendment 
of the Rabbit Act was brought in, that suggeotion 
should find a place in it. I think I have now 
covered the whole ground. 

Mr. STORY : In what particular place is it 
provided that the central board should carry 
out the destruction of rabbits on Crown lands 
that are unoccupied? 

The HO:WE SECRETARY: IG does not say 
so. That is merely a matter of policy. It will 
depend upon the House, and it is no use putting 
it into the Bill. 

Mr. STORY : This is nationalising it. 
The HmJE SECHETARY: I have con· 

sidered that question, and it is not a bit of good 
putting into an Act of Parliament a provision 
that the Crown shall do this, that, or the other, 
because the Government can only carry on such 
work as it is en a bled to do by the annual grant 
made by this House, so th:lt there is really 
nothing in it. You would gei no further towards 
the object which the hnn. men1ber for Balonne 
desires to see brought about by imposing the 
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duty on the Crown in the Act, because it will 
always depend on the amount this House chooses 
to vote for that purpose. 

Mr. s~·ouy: An hon. gentleman opposite says 
that is very vague. 

Mr. GLASSEY: So it is. 
The HOME SECRETARY : What c~n you 

do? Unless we are prepared to increase the 
£10,000 which is now voted, and say £20,000 or 
£30,000, or some other >pecific mm, should be 
appropriated for the purpose, it would be 
impossible. It must depend on the vote on the 
Estimates. 

Mr. Am!STRONG : They do not spend all the 
£10,000 now. 

The HOME SECRETARY: A portion goes 
townrds the maintenance of the border fence, 
sorne towards carrying on experiments-chicken 
cholera, fur instance-but the balance of that 
£10,000 is aYailable for the destruction of rabbits 
on Crown lands, and the central board propose 
to devote it to that purpose. More will be 
required, but how much more it is impossible to 
say at present, and the excess will have to be 
provided by an annual vote of this Chamber. 
If I could say it would cost £13,000 a year to 
de•,,troy those rabbits, I should perhaps be 
inclined to introduce into this measure a pro
vi~ion which would appropriate a further sum of 
£10,000. 

Mr. LEAHY: If you said £40,000 you would 
be nearer. 

The HOME SECRETARY: We do not know 
what it will cost. I am inclined to think that is 
excessive unless there are very large forfeitures 
indeed. So far as I have been able to ascertain, 
the extent of country on which the Crown have 
to operate is not very large. There is not much 
unoccupied, and I think there will be less this 
year, although some may be forfeited. 

Mr. STORY: ]'\ ew South \Vales. 
The HOME SECRI~TARY: We are not as 

bad as New South Wales yet. That is what we 
are trying by this measure to avoid, and I think 
we are distinctlv on the right track-that with 
proper and firm administration of the compulsory 
cl:tu<es the rabbits will be kept in check if not 
reduced. 

::\:[r. STORY: And a Minister provided by 
Providence who knows something about it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Providence has 
not endowed me very liberally in the matter, 
but I have endeavoured to make myself master 
of the subject. 

Mr. STORY : It was your possible succecsor 
that I was alluding to. \Ve have a Minister 
who knows something about it now. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I freely admit 
that I should like to have more information on 
the subject, and I have taken such steps as will 
enable my successor to obtain very much more 
information than has been obtainable by 
Ministers for Lands in the past. The inspectors, 
whose employment will be necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this Bill, will report to the 
central administration, and will enable the 
Mimster to deal much more effectually with it in 
the future than he has been able to do in the 
past. I move that the Bill be now read a second 
tune. 

Mr. GLASSEY: It is to be regretted that 
hon. members h<Lve not been supplied with a 
copy of this Bill at an earlier date, as well as 
with reports and other matterR dealing with this 
very important question. This is largely a 
repealing Bill as well as an amending Bill; but 
hon. members can hardly be expected, h>eving 
only had it in their hands a few hours, to give it 
that attention and comideration which it 
deserves. I have only been able to glance at it 
in a cursory manner, and have barely had time 
to look up tLe Acts which the Bill repeals. Hon. 

members are placed at a disadvantage when 
called upon at such short notice to deal with a 
question of •uch vast importance to the country. 
This all goes to show that Ministers have not 
given that care and attention, at an earlier 
period of the year, tu tl1e preparation of their 
measures which they ought to have given, seeing 
that Parliament was called together so late, and 
that they had a good deal of time at their 
disposal in which to mature their proposed legis
lation. \Vith regard to tbe Bill itself, its main 
feature is to have uniform destruction of rabbits, 
The hem. members for Balonne and Bulloo of 
course take a very deep interest in this question, 
con,ing as they do from that part of the country 
which is most immediately affected by it. Yet 
the question is one which, as the Minister said, 
affects the entire colony. I share, and have 
always shared, that opinion, and that is one 
reason why I say that in dealing with a question 
of this kind members should have abundance of 
time at their disposal, and the fullest information 
placed before them, so as to enable them to 
arrive at the best possible means to accomplish 
the end in view-namely, to prevent this pest 
from spreading, and to destroy it as far as we 
are capable of doing with the means which rnay 
be provided. I yield to no man in my desire 
to assist the Ministry-whateYer Ministry may 
be in power-to cope with this evil and to pre
serve tbe pastures of the country for the use and 
benefit and welfare of the people. So far as the 
extension of time is concerned, perhaps that is 
not an unreasonable request, althc•ngh it is not a 
matter of particular urgency, seeing that the 
present Act has yet three years to run. And 
with regard to giving these boards more extensive 
and drastic powers thrtn they have hitherto 
postiessed, I think very few hon. members will 
call that in question. If this Act is to be a 
success the number of inspectors will have to be 
very considerably increased, for, aR the hon. 
gentleman has told us, with the few in"pectors 
hitherto employed it is impossible for them, con· 
sidering the immeme area they have to go over 
to act in that efficient manner which the nature 
of the task requires. As I said, I am not in a 
position to rliscuss this matter as fully and ade
quately as I should like to do, and I must reserve 
any remarks I may ha\e to make upon it until 
we reach the committee stage. The Minister 
mentioned that it would probably require more 
money than the Government have at their dis
posal at present to keep down and destroy the 
pest, and the hon. member fur Bulloo inter
jected that probably it would require £40,000 a 
year. 

Mr. LEAHY : Yes, if he is going to do it 
right: 

Mr. GLASSEY: It is just as well that we 
should have a clear and distinct understanding 
as to the amount of money that will be required. 

The HoME SECHE'l'ARY : That will depend on 
Parliament every year. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Quite so. 'l'he hon. mem
ber for Balonne has a motion before the Chamber 
that thi' question should be made more of a 
national one than is at present the case. Tbat 
will involve a considerable expenditure. But it 
is necessary that we should know how much. If 
£40,000 or £30,000 let us know it. At any rate, 
we ought to have some reliable information on 
the point, so that hon. members may make up 
their minds whether they are prepared to expend 
that sum or not. For my own part, I am as 
anxious and willing-and most of those sitting 
near me are as anxious and willing as myself-as 
any hon. member on the other side to deal with 
this question in an adequate manner, providing 
that the Crown tenants are not specially 
favoured, and that the splendid concessions 
granted to some of them should meet with 
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some consideration in return. But we shall be 
better able to deal with that matter when the 
next Bill on the paper-the Pastoral Leases 
Extension Bill-comeg on, as it i" part and 
parcel of this question. But why Rhould we 
have this continuous patchwork legislation? It 
would be far better to <>ppoint a body of two or 
three gentlemen to go into the matter thoroughly, 
ascertain the true position of affairs, tell us what 
measures will be most efficient, and what it will 
cost to carry them out. 

Mr. LEAHY : I asked you to go out \V est with 
me, but you would not. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Nothing would give me 
greater pleasure if I had the time" and I will 
promise the hon. member that if an opportunity 
?ccurs during the recess1 before we are engaged 
m the trouble and turmOil of the general election, 
I will go with him. All I am anxious for is to 
get the best po,sible information concerning that 
and every other question affecting the country, 
and there is none of greater importance than 
the one with which we are now dealing. It 
is a great pity that we should be continually 
dealing with the question in this patchwork 
fashion-groping in the dark, and, as it were 
playing with the question. Why not bring in ~ 
large and comprehensive measure after obtain
ing the most reliable and complete information 
possible, and tell the country once for all how far 
this question is to become a national one, and 
what amount of money requires to be expended 
so that the people and their representatives may 
know to what extent the country is to be 
committed? 

The HOME SECRETARY: You will have to ask 
the rabbits that? 

Mr. GLASSEY: No; we will not have to 
ask the rabbits. If some effective remedy can 
be provided for checking their advance, surely 
we can estimate what sum of money is likely to 
he required to carry out that remedy ! 'But 
instead of that, we h"'ve little measures brought 
forward session after session, perhaps a couple in 
a single ''ession, but certainly one each session. 
I think the question is more likely to be settled 
in the way I have indicated than by this patch
work legislation. It is not my intention to 
oppose the second reading of the Bill, but I 
think members should be allowed more time to 
consider Bills of this character, which are prac
tically repeal Bills, and not have them rushed 
through the House. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: I move that the debate 
be now adjourned. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I quite admit 
that there is a great deal of force in what the 
leader of the Opposition has sn,id with regard to 
the short time this Bill has been in the hands of 
hon. members. I understand that it onlv came 
into their hands, in some instances; when 
they came into the House this afternoon. 
Of course nothing could be further from my view 
than to cause any inconvenience to hon. members 
in discussing a measure of this importa,nce ; 
but we want to get on with the business 
as quickly as we can, and as I took the oppor
tumty on a previous occasion to make almost a 
second-reading speech with regard to the measure 
I thought hon. members would be pretty well 
seized of its object and would not object to its 
being brought on so early. However, I do not 
propose to offer any opposition to the motion for 
the adjournment of the debate, as I understand 
that it is inconvenient for hon. members to 
proceed with the discussion. 

Question-That the debate be now adjourned
put and passed; and the resumption of the debate 
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

PASTORAL LEASES EXTRNSION BILL. 
SECOND READI:i'G. 

The HOMR SECRETARY: I hope that 
hon. members will not ask that the debate on 
the second reading of this Bill be adjourned, for 
three reasons. The first is that the Bill has been 
in the hands of hon. members very much longer 
than the other measure, having been intro
duced last week; the secund is that it is a very 
short Bill which anyone can read through in five 
minutes, and the third is that the measure is one 
which, if passed, should be passed at once. It is 
a matter which ought to be dealt with yea or nay 
forthwith, and I am sorry I w<>s unable intro
duce it at an earlier period of the session. I 
need not go over the histc·1ry of the Pastoral 
Leases Extension Acts, but I may point out that 
certain rights have accrued under them. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Not rights. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Indeed, plenty 

of rights h'we accrued under them. Practically 
all those lessees who desire to take advantage of 
the Pastoral Leases Extension Act have already 
come under the provisions of the Act, and there 
is no provision in this Bill which extends the 
scope of the Pastoral Leases Extension Acts. 
The Lands Commission distinctly recommended 
that no provision of that sort sho.:tld be adopted, 
and I am certainly not going to ask this House 
to extend the principle. Any person desiring to 
obtain the benefit of the Pastoral Leases Extension 
Act had to give notice by a certain date, and that 
date is not extended by this Bill, nor was it ex
tended by the last two Bills. Then those per
sons who came under the provisions of the 
Pastoral Leases Extension Act are compelled 
by the law as it stands to rabbit-net through 
holdings on or before the 31sL of December next, 
provided that if any lessee can show that 
he has been unable to complete the whole of 
the fencing before that date, and he has cmn
pleted the fences on the southern and western 
boundaries of his holding, he should he allowed 
to the end of next ye,tr to complete the balance 
of the fencing. So that any pastoral lessee who 
has given notice-which had to be given about 
two years ago-that he intends to take ad vantage 
of this Act, is practic:tlly given up to the 31 et of 
December, 1899, to tinally complete his fences, 
provided that he is able to show that he has 
completed the fences on the southern and 
western boundaries before the 31st of December 
next. 

Mr. GLASSEY: But there are no new appli
cations? 

The HOME SECRETARY: l'\o new appli
cations whatever. There is more than one 
district-but there is one district in particular 
which has been suffering during the last two or 
three years from probauly the most severe 
drought which has ever occurred in that district, 
and notwithstanding their most strenuous efforts 
to ·compl,;te their fences, many of the lessees 
have been unable to do so. In some instances 
they h'"ve not beeu able to get the netting, 
which hos been lying for many months at the 
railway stations. They have executed their 
charges, and complied with everythin>{ they 
possibly could, but Nature has stepped in and 
prevented them, in some instances, from drawiug 
their netting from the rail way stations. In 
some instances they have been unable to travel, 
and in other cases they have been compelled 
to carry water thirty miles to the people working 
at their fences in order to keep the work going. 
That is in the Maranoa district. The drought 
has been most severe, and there has been no 
abttement of it until within the last week nr 
two. This Bill provides that if anyone is able 
to show tbat he has made fair endeavours to 
complete his fences on his southern and western· 
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boundaries before the 30th of ,June next instead 
of before the 31st of December next, he may 
still be allowed to complete his fencing np to the 
31st December, 1899-whieh is the date already 
fixed for the final completion of the fencing. lt 
merely extends the time for the completion of 
the southern and western fences for a period of 
six months. There are some very hard c:'ses 
indeed where men have suffered from the 
effeets of drought, and we all know how the 
pMtoral indmtry does suffer when there are 
long-continued :;nd severe droughts. These 
men have not only lost very heavy sums of 
money from the effects of the drought, but 
unless this Bill is passed they will also be 
mulcted-and to no purpose-in the heavy 
expenditure which they have already incurred 
in their endea ,·ours to comply with the contracts 
into which they have entered. Under these 
circumstances I think the House will be unwise, 
and would he acting ur'fairly towards men who 
are so placed, if it did not give them some slight 
measure of relief. The Bill, as I say, does not 
extend the £nal completion of the fences, but it 
provides-where they can show that they have 
made reasonable endeavours to complete their 
fences but have heen prevented by the drought I 
have referred to-that they shall have six months 
additional in which to complete their southern 
and western boundary fences. I beg to move 
that the Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: I do not know that we 
can actually oppose the second reading of this 
Bill generally. I believe that some of the fences 
have been delayed through the cause mentioned 
by the hon. gentlernan, but we have a righL to 
ask for more information with regard to the 
special holdings in regard to which we are now 
asked for this further extension. Already there 
have r.een several exten;dons of time, and we 
might well ask now i£ this is to be the final 
request. In 1895 the princrpal Act was amended 
in order to give an extension; in 1897 a further 
extension was granted, and now we are asked for 
still another. 

The HoME SECRETARY : This is on different 
lines to the others. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: It may be for different 
reasons. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No, it is for the 
same mason; but it is on different line,. In the 
other cases there was an extension of the final 
period, in this case there is not. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: In 1897, if they could 
offer proof that they had made reasonable efforts 
to complete their south and we;;t fences they 
could get an exten•ion o£ a yeur without any 
Act at all. Now we are practically asked to give 
them a further extension of two years to furniRh 
the proof. 

The HOilrE SECRETARY : No; only six months. 
Mr. AmrSTRONG: Are you referring to cection 

6 of the principal Act? 
Mr. HARDACRE: No; to section 4 of the 

Act of 1895. That gave them until 1897 to offpr 
proof that they have made every reasonitble 
effort. Then they have a rlOssibility of an ext en
sion for another year. \Ve are now rPpealing 
that section and sub,titnting one which pero,its 
them to offer proof nntill899. 

The HoME ~ECHETARY: Only to the 30th J nne 
-that is only oix months more. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: I m~ntinned the year hut 
not the mnnth. It is a question whet her th, y 
have not already ample time in which to perform 
all the conditions which they undertook to comply 
with. They have no right, although we may 
give them consideration. Thev certainly have no 
rights to claim. • 

The Hmm SECRETANY: They have no right 
to claim this Bill, of course, but they have rights 
all the same. 

Mr. HARDACRE: The hon. gentleman mis
understands me. Of course they have certain 
rights, but t.hey have not the particular rights 
which the /toll. gentleman has given as the 
reas<>n for introducing this Bill. It is just 
about lime that we should call attention to the 
way in which this Act has been used, not for the 
purpose of preventing the spread of rabbits, but 
si m ply for tne purpose of getting extensions of 
leases in order to hlock settlement. In 1895 
ho11. members on this side protested most stren
uously against the large areas that were included 
in the B1ll passed that Yf"',lf, and we predicted 
precisely what has since come about. Jf any 
hon. member looks at the map ''ent out 
with the report of the Lands Department he 
will see-·especially in the Barcoo and Mitchell 
districts-how the pick of the country, where 
there are no rabbits within hundreds of miles, is 
being blocked to settlement by the extensions of 
leases obtained under the Pastoral Leases Exten
sion Act. It will be a revelation to hon. mem
bers to see the obstacles which are being placed 
in the way of set.tlement. It is only right that 
the hon. gentleman should inform the House 
whether some of th,, persons who are asking for 
a further extension of time are not the lessees of 
this particular country. If it turns out to 
be ~o, I would offer most strenuous opposition to 
the passing of the Bill. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : This will apply prin
cipally to where the rabbits are thickest. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: ·when we go into com
mittee the :'11inister may be prepared to give us 
some fnrLher information. 

The HmrE SECRETARY : I do not think it 
would be quite fair to them. 

:.\Lr. HARD ACRE : Perhaps the district most 
affected with rabbits has some good reason to be 
considered, and I will not offer any opposition 
t•r a measure which will give a fair and reason
able amount of relief. And, considering the 
exp,cnses alread:· incurred, I won!~ be unwilling 
to prevent the full benefit o£ the Improvements 
being derired, or do anything which would bring 
about a forfeiture of the extension. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: The hon. member who 
has just sat down has, with his excessive zeal, 
mixed up the 1wsition, and I rise simply for the 
purpose nf putting him straight. This B.ill, he 
says, may be used for the purp- se of securmg an 
extemi<m of lease, but the Minister has pointed 
out that that is absolutely impossible, and the 
hon. member must recognise that. If he will 
re ,d the report of the.t much-abused Land Com
rniBsion, he will find tbat they advised very 
strongly against introducing legislation which 
would ·have that tendency, and their report has 
been aeted upon. The legislation of 1897 merely 
hacl the effect of relieving many of the burdens 
which were impo"ed by the previous Act. It did 
not insist that the fences should be put 
ah,tolutPly on the boundaries, and it provided 
otl:er conveniences to those who had to construct 
those fencee. I refer the hon. member to section 
(i of the Act. Further than that the extension 
which w:Ls given was an extension from 30th 
June, 1897, to 30th ,Tune, 1898, with pr<;of up to 
31st December. This Bill merel)· provrdes that 
the time for proof may be e~tended. ";~e hon. 
member bas raised ''a storm m a teapot. 

J\Ir. HARDACRE: I said exactly what you are 
saying. 

Mr. AR~ISTRONG: The hon. member said 
this Bill might be used to secure an extension of 
lease for the purpose of blocking settlement. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I said the 1897 Act was so 
used. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : I think the hon. mem
ber was wrong. This measure is a very neces-
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sary one, which will commend itself to anyone 
with any knowledge of the subject. I shall 
support it most heartily. 

Mr. GLASSEY: What the hon. member for 
Leichhardt contended for was that more definite 
in_formation should b~ 6>i ven by the Minister 
With re_gard to_ who were applying for this Bill. 
There IS noth10g wrong about that. I do not 
think any hon. member desires to block legisla
tion which would have the effect of removing hard
ships, but it is not unrea~onable that the very 
fullest information should be ,,upplied. Some 
p~rsons may_ receh:e an Eoxtra e1tsement by this 
Bill. That IS nothmg, provided that the bulk of 
the people can be assisted. The hon. member 
for Leichhardt also mentioned that the Pastoral 
Leases Extension Act of 1895 gave very consider
able concessions to persons which it has been 
demonstrated beyond donbt should never have 
been given. However, there the law stands 
and it 'TIUSt be respected; but surely the hon: 
member for Lockyer does not contend tha~ the 
hon. member for Leichhardt is not justified in 
taking such a stand as will prevent a repetition 
o_f past mistakes ! I do not believe there is any 
h~elihood _of any ~1on. member opposing this 
Bill; but m committee, when further informa
ti_on is given, it is just possible that it may be 
d1scovered that the persons who are asking for 
relief have had ample time and opportunity and 
means of erecting the required improvements. 

The Hmm SECRETAHY : There are not many of 
them. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Possibly not; but it may be 
the case. No doubt the Minister may be able 
to give the information asked for by the hon. 
member for Leichhardt. There is no intention 
to raise unnecessary objections, but hon. mem
bers on this side require the fullest information. 

Question put and passed; and the committal of 
the Bill made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

SUPPLY. 
ELECTORAL CLAIMS, BULLOO Drs:rRim. 

The TREASURER: Mr. Speaker,-I move 
that you do now leave the chair. 

Mr. KERR: Before vou leave the chair I 
have a matter to bring before the House in con
nection with electoral affairs in the Bulloo 
district. I chanced, in the month of March, to 
be travelling near Duck Creek Op~tl Field, and I 
attested twenty-nine claims for certain miners 
who were living on the field. Those men sent 
tht;ir agent to Eulo on the 5th April with their 
cla1ms, and after he got there the registration 
court was not held, owing, as the clerk uf petty 
sessions said, to the fact of there being no bench. 
He got notice that the court was adjourned until 
the 20th of the month, but when he went back 
on the 20th he found tlut certain action had 
been taken by the Crown Law Office or by the 
Home Secretary, and that Duck Creek ·opal 
Field and Beechal Station, situated in the Eulo 
portion of the electorate, had been detached 
from the Enlo division and placed in the Thar
gomindah division. I will just read the le'ter 
setting forth the facts. It is from J ames Thomp
son, dated 15th September, 1898-

Duck Creek, 15th September, 189S. 
Enclosed you will find a letter from the Home Secre

tary's Office jn answer to one I sent that gentleman 
last month, requesting him to cause my name to be 
replaced on the electoral roll at Eulo; but from his 
answer :rou will see that anyone living out here could 
not get his name on the roll. You will glean from the 
Eulo registrar's letter to me that it i" nigh twelve 
months since my claim was received in Eulo, but I have 
not succeeded yet. The ordinary law of Queensland 
does not apply here evidently. :W:r. Dickson thinks 
justices of the peace grow on evetT bush. It is lOO 
miles from here in any direction to a justice of the 
peace, and ris.k finding him at home. Then being a 
stranger to htm he cavils at your qualifications. It 
appears to me if I am to succeed in getting my name 

on the electoral roll I shall h<Lve to throw up my 
ordinary busines~ and devote myself to the matter 
until it is accomplished. I want you to take special 
note of the fact that my claim was registered in Eulo 
last J!'ebruary. By whose onlers -,,·ns it erased. and 
months arterwards the claim ·was sent to Thargo~ 
mindah? This cmnes to hand before you receive a 
letter containing the other papers in this case from 
Charlr"~ Brown; you will kindly hold it ove1· until you 
get them altogether. 
I may state that I only received the letter yester
rlay, therefore I was unable to bring the matter 
up before. This is the reply of the Home Secre
tary referred to in the letter I have ju"t read-

! have the honour, . . . to infm·m you that the 
electoral registrar at Eulo was. on the 14th June last, 
advised by this depa:tment that neither the Eulo nor 
the rrhargomindah electoral courts could deal with 
chlims arising in the area which has bsen detached 
from Eulo, and that claimant<; should be requested to 
make fre~h clailuR at Thargomindah. The action taken 
bv the electoral registrar in connection with your 
claim ha&, accordingly, been in consonance with T."he 
instructions received by that officer, nnd the only 
course to be adopted under the circumstance~. wit.h a 
view to procuring the in8ertion of your name upon the 
roll, is for you to lodge a fresh claim with the electora 1 
registrar at 'rhargomindah, as t-tated above. 
I want to mark that the Home Secretary states 
here that neitherthe Eulo nor the Thargomindah 
electoral courts could deal with claims in respect 
of the district which had been detached, so that 
persons living in that portion of the electorate 
are disfranchised. This man lodged his claim, 
he states, in October la"t year, at Enlo, and it 
was too late then for the registration court. It 
came up before the Eulo court I think in 
February, and it was then allowed, and it was 
to be confirmed, I understand, by the registra
tion court that would be held on the 5th April. 
There was an agent appointed at Dnck Ureek to 
repre:o;eut, I think, twenty·fi ve men that had 
made application at the October court, and I, 
being there in the month of March, attested 
twenty-nine claims, and I will just read the 
agent's letter addressed to me, which explains 
the matter better than I can myself-

Thargomindah, 4th October, 1898. 
I am writing this note to ym:;, just to let you ste the 

war that men are d8alt with in the back towns. You 
will remember that you came to Du{~k Creek some time 
ago, and that you attested twent~·-nine Plectoral claims 
there for the men on the field. The said claims I my~ 
self took in to l~ulo on the 4th April last, as I was 
appointed agent by the men, to act for thmn at the 
revision court, to be held on the 5th of April. I was 
also to act as agent for a lot of men that :-ent in their 
claims on 11th of October last. yt..nr. But when I got 
in and handed the claims attet:lted by you to the 
electoral registrar, he told me tba;L the court would not 
be held on the day that it should have been held. And 
it was not held until the 20th of ApriL I again went 
into Eulo on that date, and wHs told that Duck Cretk, 
with the whole of Beechal Stu,tion, had been transferred 
from the Enlo division into the Thargomindah division, 
and that all clai.ms from Duck Creek bad to be sent in 
to the latter place to be dealt with; this was done, and 
when they C'ame before the court in Thargomindah, they 
were all thrown out as informal. 
'l'hat is the complaint of these men-that the 
claims which had been allowed at the February 
court, which were lodged in October, were 
thrown out at Thargominrlah after they had 
been allowed by the court at Eulo. 

Mr. Gr,ASSEY : They were registered, but not 
confirmed. 

Mr. KERR : They were registered, but not 
confirmed. 'fhe letter goes on to Kay-
~ow :1nd the men told that they must fill in a fresh 

claim and send to the electoral registrar, Tbargo
mindah. Xow, as these claims were ~ent in to Eulo 
ll'ng before the transfer took place, the men cannot 
see how thev could be informal, as Eulo was the right 
place for thBm to b~ sent in to at the time they went in. 
And you will see by the enclosed letter from ~fr. llaley, 
the registrar at Eulo, that 3-1r. J. Thomp<son's claim was 
received by him in October last year, and registered in 
February court. Now this is only one of twenty-five 
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that went in at the same time, and was registered at 
that court. Now, if the people controlling the 
Elections Act ca.n do this sort of thing, then they can 
make transfers of a,ny part of an electorate from one 
division to another division and so stop anyone from 
getting a vote at all. So we wonld like you, as the man 
that attested the mol't of these claims, for to ask in the 
House if it is just or not. 
The letter referred to, received from Mr. Daley, 
the electoral registrar at Eulo, is as foll:•ws :-

Youl' electoral claim was reCf'ived by me on the 11th 
October last year. rrhe court for tlmt month was then 
over. Your claim, with others, had to stand over till 
the next first registration court, which was the 
February bi-monthlY coln't. 

Your claim was registered at that court for the 
division of Eulo. 

On the 16th April last, Duck Creek and Beechal were 
transferred from the Eulo division to 1'hargomindah, 
and after that date all business conccrnin; electoral 
claims from Duck Creek woulEl be and were transferred to 
Thargomindah. 
The reason I have brought this matter before 
the House is this: These twenty-five men, who 
made their application in October last year, were 
too late for the ordinary registration court, and, 
as Mr. Daley states, they were regi;;tered in the 
month of February of this year. But the court 
was removed. I do not know >dlO was the canse 
of this removal. I made inquiriec; at the Home 
Secretary'" office some time ago, and was informed 
that it was done by the Crown Law Officers. But 
there is one point the Crown Law Officers hnve 
missed. If any firm or business man intends to 
make an alteration in his bmines,; he generally 
takes the most opportune time to do so. Thi;; 
department tnok the most inopportune tiwe pos
sible. Perhaps the Crown Law Officers may have 
been under the misapprehension that the ordi
nary revision court had been held on the 5th ; 
hut, owing to there being no bench at Eulo 
on that date, the electoral registrar was 
not able to get a bench together until the 
20th. The department came down on the 1Gth. 
I contend that "':le court which should have been 
held on the 5th, and stood adjourned until the 
20th, was the same court, and ought to hrt; cl 

dealt with those claims that were registered in 
February. It is easy to see, as this man writes, 
that if there is to be a removal from one division 
of an electorate to another it would be a very 
simple matter to disfranchise a number of men 
for a considerable period. And there is no 
getting away from this f"ct: that although the 
twenty-five men made their application in Octo
ber, 1897, and were regist0 red in February, 1898, 
thev are still unable to Lave their names on the 
electoral roll bee mse the department saw fit-
owing partly, I believe, to some trouble about 
cattle killing-to remove Beechal St:ttion out of 
the Enlo division. Bnt when the department is 
1naldng a change it ought to make it bet\ve ,n 
two revision courts. As has been stated by this 
man, the grievanc•' is that thev made application 
in due form to the Eulo division, and some were 
registered in that division, yet when their claims 
were sent in to Tha1 gc,mindah the bench there 
threw them out because they were sent in, I 
•uppose, for the Eulo division of the electorat•'
It may be said it was easy to make fresh claims 
to the Thargomindah division, but as Mr. 
Tbompson says-;md I have only his word for it 
-"it is 100 miles fr Jm here, in any direction, to 
a justice of the peace." 

Mr. LllAHY: Tbnt statement i" not right. He 
is "drawing your leg." 

Mr. KEl:Ut: He is not drawing my leg. 
Those ara the facts as represented to me by my 
correspondent. 

Mr. LEAHY: The matter which the hon. 
member for Barcoo has been referring to is oue 
which arose within the district which I haYe the 
honour to represent in this House. I dare say 
the hon. member is perfectly right in discu>sing 

the question, his attentio:> .havin~ ~een call~d 
to it by some pers0!1s residmg w:thm t~e dis
trict · and as he IS the sole Judge m the 
matt~r, I presume he has.satisfied himself that 
it i8 a proJ)er one to whwh to call the atten
tion of the Home Secretary. The facts are 
t.bese, and perh,>ps it will be news to the 
hon. member for Barcoo to hear them .. I cannot 
but think that the hon. member IS already 
in possession of a great deal of information ~e
latin" to this m'ttter, bec:tnse he and I dis
cusse"d the nmtter outside-to some extent at 
all events-and I think he might have p~id me 
the compliment, as the member repr~sentmg the 
district, of informing me that he mtended to 
introduce the matter in this Chamber, for he 
might have known that I should take some 
interest in the question. The fact of the matter 
i• as the hon. memb~r has explained, that the 
~ining district of Duck Creek is wi~hi'! the 
petty ses.,ions district of Eulo and the distrwt of 
Bulioo. There is no police magistrate at Eu~o, 
but the place is 'isited sometimes ~y the pohce 
ma"istrate at Cunnamulla when 01rcumstanced 
ad;;'1it of his going to Eulo. Bnt it very fre
quently happens that when the police l!'agistrate 
has determined tu go to Eulo very Important 
matters nrise req •1iring his presence at Cnnna
mulla which is a large and rising district, and 
he is' thus prevented from attending at E':lo. 
The result is that the greatest difficulty anses 
with regard to the adju.dication on elect'?ral 
claims and other matters m Eulo. At the time 
referre;l to thPre were about 300 men in the 
Duck CreLk mining district, and of course most 
of t.he business which the miners would have to 
trans<ict would be business "rising within the 
mining di,trict. They were in the mii~ing 
district of Thargomindah and the petty se~~wns 
district of Enlo and naturally the nnners 
wanted t<} have the two districts assimilated so 
that when they went to town they could do all 
their business there, and not have to go to two 
different places to transact different busine.ss. 
Duck Creek was looked after by the Polwe 
Department, and everything they wer~ con
cerned with was of course sent to Thargommdah ; 
but electoral claims bad to go to Eulo. It was 
only recently that it was disooveredt~at th?se ~wo 
places were not in the same petty sessions drstr~ct; 
prior to that electoral claims were 'ent to Tnar
gmnindah for registration, but thro.ugh some 
technk:t!ity owing to the boundaries of the 
petty se,:;i~ns districts being different, claims 
had 'afterwar•ls to be sent to :Eulo. Several com
plaints reached me, and I believe reached t~e 
departn.ent, with regard to the matter ; a_nd m 
addition to other grievances they Ruffered It was 
represented to me that they suffered the ver:y 
great grie vrtnce of being unable to get their 
name" <Jll the electoral roll through there bemg 
no registration court fixed at Eulo that could be 
depended upon. As the hon. m~mber .has 
showu names were kept over for SIX or eight 
month's through there being no opportunity 
of forming a bench at Eulo. Do.es the ho'!· 
member want to keep the people m that posJ-
tion? . 

Mr. KllRR : What they complain of Is the 
removal of the court. 

Mr. LEAHY: I know; I am coming to that. 
If the di•trict remained as it was it would be 
impossible for those men to get their names on 
the roll in the future, or eYen now perhaps, 
becnnse there is no court of petty session;; there ; 
but a substantial advantage in that respect has 
been conferred upon the residents of that mining 
district by the present arrang:ernent. Several 
letters were written to me aslnng me to try to 
get the boundaries of the two districts assirni
l>tted and I could see no reason why that should 
not be done. That was at the beginning of the 
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year, and before Sir Horace Tozer left for Eng
land-I think he left in March-at all events 
in February, he dealt with the question of 
the assimilation of the boundaries, as the hon. 
memher would find by inquiring at the ,,ffice of 
the Home Secretary. Of course when the Execu
tive dealt with the maLtec tl<ey could not know 
that the hon. member for Barcoo would go up 
there two months later to put nr.mes on the 
roll, but I can tell him that months before he 
went there the change was in contemplation. If 
a change had to be made, it must be made at 
some time, and whatever time was chosen it is 
probable that it would give rise to some griev
ance. In this particular instance the grievance 
was with regard to electoral claims ; if the 
change had been made a month or two er.rlier, 
a grievance might have arisen in connection 
with some other matter. The hon. member 
seemed to give a political tinge to the fact that 
those twenty-nine men were not able to get 
their claims confirmed at the registration court 
in Enlo or Thargomindah. I think that is a 
grievance. My attention was called to the 
matter by several persons in the \V est, and n,y 
opinion was that they should he allowed to 
have their claims dealt with at the Thargomindah 
court, but the matter was referred to the Crown 
Law Officers, who advised that it would be illegal 
for that court to adjudicate upon the claims, 
and the police magistrate acted upon that opinion. 
It; would be no advantage to the persons con· 
cerned if their names were placed on the roll in 
an illegal manner, as their right to ,·ote might 
afterwards be called in question. At that time 
there was no probability of a general election 
looming in the near future, for that was six 
months ago, and any person whose claim was not 
dealt with at that particular time has had any 
amount of time since then to send in a fresh claim 
and get registered at Thargomindah if he has 
the necessary qualification. There will be no 
such risk or chance of claims not being dealt 
with there as there was at Eulo, where they only 
formed a bench perhaps once in six months, and 
I believe they will have time enough even now 
to get their names enrolled before a general 
election. With reg·ard to the statement that 
there is no justice of the peace within lOO miles 
of the place, I do not think that is correct. I 
do not know what ie the exact distance, but I do 
not think it is 100 miles. 

Mr. GLASSEY : Is it too far? 
Mr. LEAHY: I think it is too far, but, as I 

have said, I believe they h'we still time to get 
their names on the roll before a general election. 
I know that the owner of Tilbuoroo, who was 
living there np till recently, is a magistrate; and 
not only is he a magistrate, but he is prepared 
to do his duty in electoral mattere, and has 
witnessed a great many claims. He lived near 
the place in question, and therefore the people 
could not have suffered any very great grievance 
upon that ground. 

Mr. KERR : He is not there now. 

Mr. LEAHY : He is the owner of the place, 
and may have gone away for a time, as owners 
sometimes have to do. I think I have disposed 
of most of the hon. member's conkntion. I do 
no~ think he hab any case what,,ver. Very often 
in these mtses hon. members hear only one side 
of the question, and if the hon. member seriously 
considers this grievance thitt he is agitating now 
he will see that it is a very small matter. \Vhen 
this change was madP by th~ department it was 
for the purpose of enabling men tu get their 
names revised by the Thargomindah court, but 
the Crown Law Officers said it wonld be illegal. 
However, I can assure the hon. member that the 
intention was not to prevent men getting on to 
the rolls, bnt to assist them. 

The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman who 
has just addressed the House has so fully 
explained the matter that it is needless for me 
to reiterate the circumstances. The hon. mem
ber for Bullon is really more acquainted with 
the subject than I am, because he has been 
a ware, from the inception of the change in the 
time of my predece,sor, of the arrangement' that 
were being made in regard to the separation of 
that particular 1,ortion of the district. The hon. 
member for Bulloo also complained that the hon. 
member for Barcoo did not apprise or notify 
him of tbe action taken upon this ocmtsion, 
bnt I think I have even a greater cause to 
complain, because the matter has come upon 
me quite as a surprise. If he had given me 
notice that he intended to raise the question 
I should have been fully armed with all the 
information on the subject, bnt as it is I have 
to express my obligations to the hon. member 
for Bulloo for putting the matter clearly before 
the House, and to state that his version is 
substnntially correct. The sympathy of the 
Home Secretary's Department is altogetl1er with 
those men who have been debarred from having 
their names recorded at the registration conrt. 
They have made their claims at the bi-monthly 
court, but on account of the separation of the 
district which occurred the Thargomindah bench 
declined to receive the claims. Under these 
circumstances the department fully expected that 
these claims would have been allowed to be 
received, but they were prevented from receiving 
them by the Crown Law Officers, and that 
is the sole reason. I do not think it is fair 
to the department that the hon. member should 
even insinuate that this division was made 
with a view to preventing these men from 
qualifying themselves as electors. The division 
was made in order to facilitate their getting 
their names on the roll, bnt their intentions 
were frustrated by the Crown Law Officers by 
whom the department was guided in connection 
with the matter. As the whole matter hns 
now been explained, it is unnecessary for me to 
say any more, and I thank the hon. mem.ber 
for Bulloo for proving that these charges agamst 
the de!Jartment are unfounded. \V e were guided 
entirely by the opinion of the Crown Law 
Officers. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: The hon. the Premier 
has treated this matter very lightly, but I con
tend that a question affecting the franchise of 
fifty-four residents of that uistrict is of zome 
importance. It appears from the facts that 
twenty-five of these men put in claim forms on 
the ht October, and at the revision court which 
was established for the purpose these claims 
were registered, and should have appeared on 
the April roll. But the jurisdiction of the court 
at Eulo had been merged into the jurisdiction of 
the court at Thargornindah, and because the 
claims were marked with the name "Enlo" as 
the division the claimants were disfranchised. 
The Premier said the department acted 
on the advice of the Crown Law Officers, 
and I admit what he said about not 
having had time enough to have brought 
all the papers before this House in order 
that he might explain the whole position. But 
I contend that it looks as if the opinion of the 
Crown Law Officers is altogether wrong accord
ing to law. Does the hon. gentleman mean to 
say that if a man were brought up at the Eulo 
court on a criminal charge, and the jurisdic
tion of that court were merged into that of 
the Thargomindah court, the man could not 
be tried at Thargomindah ? If a man were 
entitled to make a claim before the Eulo court, 
and thab- court were merged into the Thargo
mindah court, could he not claim his rights in 
the latter conrt ? 
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Mr. LEAHY: There might be objections out
side of that. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: There might be; but 
thit> is the only ohjection being urged here. The 
Thar5omindah people baid they had no juri,dic
tion ov<•r th>tt at all, but I can give instances to 
the contrary. 'When an electoral claim comes 
before the regis' ration court at Longreach 
with the division marked "Aramac" or 
" lYiutta:_mrra," and t.he justices see that the 
claim is in order, and that it should really be 
within the district of Longreach, they admit it. 
Oue of the amendments made in the Elections 
Act last year was that all i'lformahtie' were to 
be \\:lived, and tbis is purely and simply an 
informalitY. A9 the hon. men1lJer f,,r Bulloo 
says, there may have b·oen nth, r rea-ons for dis
franchising these men, but the only reason which 
has been stated U]J to the vresent it> the one to 
which I have referred. It must be borne in 
mind that they had pr",sed the registration 
comt, which is supposed to de J with and decide 
all questions of informality. 

Mr. LEAHY : There might not have been a 
court at all in Eulo since then. 

Mr. FITZtiElL\LD: Yes, but the hon. 
member says that the Eulo district has been 
merged in the Thargomindah district. If 
the Longreach district was merged to-morrow 
in the Barcaldine dis'rict, and I had i, med 
a summons in the District Court held at 
Longreach, I am certain that no District Court 
judge would decide that it was outside the juris
diction of the Barcaldine court. I would like to 
see how such a decision would stand on appeal. 
Then there is this question about the Crown Law 
Officers. I do not like to say much against the 
Crown Law Officers, but the opinion which the 
Premier says they gave is so extmordinary that I 
cannot he! preferring to the matter. I know from 
my experience as a solicitor in the \Vest that the 
actionoftheCrownLaw Office-which is supuosed 
to be taken on the advice of the Crown' Law 
Officers-is such that I would not give much for 
its opinion. I know of one instance where they 
gave instructions to sue, and the police magis
tr,tte drew attention tn the het that the caut>e 
of action was o\·er six months old, and under 
the Justices Act they c:Juld no!, prosecute. The 
opinions which are given by the Crown Law 
Offices are very often given-not by the Attorney
General, who ;,, SU[J]JOsed to give them-but IJy 
an Undtr Secretary who knows about as mnch 
of law as my boot. The Under Secretary at the 
present time is a man without any legal training, 
and that is a billet that has always been held up 
to the present by per ::ms trained in the law. 

The PRE1YimR : \V e am not dbcussing his 
merits at the present time. It is \ery unfair to 
speak in such a manner of A, Government officer. 

Mr. :B'ITZGERALD: We arc not discussing 
his merits, bnt we >tre discussing the merits of 
the Crown Law Office, and I say that the law 
tlwt comes from that office is often given by that 
gentleman, and very likely by perwns below him 
still. 

The PREmBJR : That is yonr opinion. 
Mr. FITZGERALD: I say it because I am 

perfectly certain that the Att;Jrnev-General who 
is now deceased would never have given such 
opinions as I have seen coxning from the Crown 
Law Office. I just mention this because the 
Premier said that he was guided by the ad vice 
given by the Crown Law Officer's. As a member 
of the profession, I must say that I doubt very 
much the jus lice of that ad vice. Of course I 
know that the Premier is at a dis:td vantage in 
n.lt havinp- the facts before him. 

Mr. LEAHY: You have not, either. 
Mr. FITZGERALD: ·we cannot take sup

positions; we must consider the case as it appears 
before us. Here are twenty-five men who passed 

the ordinary registration court, and afterwards 
the whole bunch were knocked out, and the only 
reason given by the Premier is that the Crown 
Law Officero advise that the Thargomindah court 
could not deal with their claims. 

The PREMIER : The Thargomindah conrt 
declined to deal with them. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: But I understand the 
Thargomindah court refused to decide the matter 
on the advice of the Crown Law Officers. 

The PREli!IER: No. 
Mr. FITZGERALD: That is what I under· 

stood the hon. gentleman to say. 
The PRE1HER: You are arguing entirely on 

false premises. 
Mr. Fl'TZGERALD : That was the only 

excuse I underi\tood the ban. gentleman had to 
offer. This is a very serious matter, as it affects 
the rights of a great many people. The hon. 
member for Bulloo-arid I believe him to he a 
just man-has said that these men will be able to 
get on the roll in time for the general election, 
but there is very little time to spare for that. 

:Mr. LEAHY :'I said they could have been on 
by now if thev had liked. 

Mr. FITZGERALD : They might if they 
knew in time. 

Mr. LEAHY : They may he on now for all you 
know. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: If they had received 
notice from the clerk of petty sessions at Eulo 
in a reasonable time after April they might 
have put in new claims. 

Mr. LEAHY: Very few of them would have 
voted for your )Jarty, any way. I have more of 
a grievance than you have. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: I am in no way con· 
cerned with what party those men belong to. I 
do not suppose that any of our party will oppose 
the hon. member at the next election. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I have a good mind to oppose 
him myself. 

Mr. LEAHY ' I wish you wonld, for the sake of 
dealing with the rabbit qnestion. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: There is no personal or 
party question in regard to this matter, bectwse 
I am afraid we cannot get the hon. member out 
of his seat. A man's right to citizen"hip is one 
of the most sacred things he has. In France, 
where I was educated, so sacred i~ a man's 
citizenship considered to be that one of the 
gravest sentences that can be passed upon a man 
guilty of some serious crime is to deprive him of 
his civic rights. And when any hon. member 
raises snch a question in this House, he ought to 
be listened to and assisted by Ministers and 
senior rr1entbers. 

:\lr. LEAHY: They suspend the rights of the 
whole of the citizens in France sometimes. 

Mr. FITZGEt~ALD: We are not in :B'rance. 
I admit they do things there that I hope never 
to see dcme in this colony, but there is nothing 
to which they pay more respect than the right of 
citizenship. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Government by the army. 

l\lr. LEAHY: And the mob. 
Mr. FITZGERALD: That is getting away 

from my contention tbat the right of citizenship 
should be regarded as a man's most sacred 
possession, and any person who would interfere 
with that right, or any judicial or legisl~t!ve 
body that would prevent him from exermsmg 
that right, ought to be sat upon at once. Every 
time I hear of grievances of this sort I shall raise 
my voice in favour of persons in this country 
obtaining the full rights of citizenship. 

Mr. TURLEY : I hardly think it should be 
allowed to go foroh that the hon. member for 
Barcoo introduced this question to make political 
capital out of it. 

Mr. LEAHY : I did not say that. 
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1\Ir. TURLEY: The Chief Secretary said the 
insinuation was that it was done for political 
purposes. I do not think for a moment that 
~tnytbing of the sort was intended. The hon. 
member got np and gave the facts as they had 
been supplied to him in writing, and that he was 
justified m doing. He said-and most people 
will be inclined to ngree with him-that at the 
time the court wa~ st1ifted the department which 
had the ordering of the change should have 
made itself acquainted with the fact whether the 
court had been held in Eulo on the 5th or put 
off until the 20th. If that had been done this 
little disagreement would have been obviated. I 
simply rose to say that I hardly think it is fair 
to charge the hon. member for Barcoo with 
putting a political tinge on the question, or 
insinuating that the matter has been brought 
forward for political purposes. 

Mr. GLASSEY: 'l'here are two points which 
stand ont conspicuously in this case. There is a 
complaint tho.t there is an insufficient number of 
justices of the peace in this particular district to 
whom men can apply to have their claims 
attested. That is a matter which the Chief 
Secretary can easily remedy. It mnst be obvious 
that more justices are required when persons 
have to travel fifty or lOO miles to get themeeh·es 
on the roll. The complaint as to an insufficient 
number of justices is one very often beard from 
members representing sparsely populated dis
tricts, and the trouble should be overcome with
out delay. The next point is, why should 
a court siLting at Thargomindah, and having 
before it a number of claims sent in under the 
belief that the court sat at Eulo, not insert the 
word "Thargomindah" when an obvious error 
of that description has been made? By that 
means the whole trouhle would have been got 
over. I have had considerable experience in the 
old country, extending over thirteen years, in 
attending revision courts year after year as an 
unpaid ::tgent, and I have never known a revising 
barrister disfmnchise a man on account of a 
little informality which could easily be cor
rected in the court. One of the objects of 
the last amending Act that we passed was 
to do away with rejection of claims for minor 
informalities ; and yet from time to time we 
have these little technicalities coming along 
causing a lot of trouble and disfranchising 
numbers of people entitled to vote. I remember 
well on one occasion placing thirty-six claims 
before a court for revision by the revising 
barrister, and in consequence of an official fail
ing to put in :tn appearance to represent those 
claims some of the minor lights of the court were 
inclined to throw them out, but the barrister said, 
"No, these men have discharged their duty, and 
if an official fails to discharg-e his, their rights must 
still be maintained." That is busines' ::tnd common 
sense, and if the same principle had been 
applied in this case these persons would noo have 
been disfranchised. We are to!rl that the matter 
was referred to the Crown Law Officers, who have 
decided that this is the law. I hope it is not the 
law. If it is, then the law is exceedingly stupid, 
::tnd the sooner it is altered the better. The 
court is not constituted to throw obstacles in the 
way oi persons obtaining their rights as citizens, 
but should guard and maintain those rights at 
all costs. 

Mr. S'I'EW ART: This is one of the most 
serious cases of its kind that has yet been men
tioned in this Chamber, and I am exceedingly 
surprised at the attitude of the hon. gentleman 
who leads the Government. The Porliament of 
~his country passes a law providing that in 
election mat.ters certain formalities should be 
gone through, and that upon the conclusion of 
thoee formalities persons who claim to be en
franchised should be enfranchised. We have 

here the case of men who conform to every 
requirement of the law, and yet they cannot 
get on the rolls of the colony. If. an e.vent of 
th>1t de,criotion does not reflect chscred1t upon 
the admir{istration of the country I do not 
know what would reflect discredit upon them. 
If the hon. gentleman at the htad of the 
Government is not ashamed of a thing of that 
kind what would bring the blush to his counten
ance'? If I were Premier of this colony, and 
such a thing bappen6rl, and if I co~1ld find no 
way of giving redress, I w?uld res1.gn on ~he 
spot-I would give up the rems of ot!ice as bemg 
utterly incapable of holding them. Take an 
analogous case. Suppose a man applies f~r 
probate at Rockhampton, and e.stabhshes hiS 
claim, but before the final touch IS put on .the 
matter the court is tramferred to 'l'ownsv1lle, 
mu ,t he Legin de novo in the Townsville court 
or would the juriodiction be transferred to Towns
villa? 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC INSTRliCTION: Ask 
a lawyer. 

Mr. STEW ART: Suppose at this very court 
of petty sessions at Eulo a wageo case had to be 
tried and a verdict was given for the complainant 
with distress in Lhe event of non-payment, does 
any<>ne imagine that the course of law would 
have been stopped in such a case by the removal 
of the court of petty seP"ions from Enlo to 
Thargomindah? Duf'' anyone ima[line that the 
complainant would have had to .begm the w~ole 
process over again? I do not thmk so. I rmght 
give any number of instances of the same charac
ter. But why pursue theoe parallels? The thing 
is so ridiculous on the face of it. It seems to me 
to be ridiculous to be compelled to discuss such 
a question in a Legislative Asoembly. \Ve hail 
a statement from the leader of the Government 
to the effech that the action of the justices at 
Thargomindah was taken on the authority of the 
Crown Law Office. Again, when another hon. 
gentleman was speaking, the hon. gentleman at 
the head of the Government interjected that such 
was not the case. Of course both these state 
ments cannot be true, and I prefer to take the 
statement the hon. gentleman made when he was 
on his feet-that thi; particular action was tak~n 
by the express orde_r of theOrownL~"':Officers 111 

Brisbane. If that JS so, what does 1t Imply? It 
implies that the justices at Thargomindah knew 
perfectly well some time before the court was 
held that the~e claims were to come before them 
for 1;evision; that they had consulted ~he Cty;vn 
Law Office in Brisbane, and that the1r demswn 
wao given after due and deliberate consideration. 
And such a decision ! Can anyone imagine a 
decision more stupid than this? I have shown 
the utter fallacy of the position _by the p<tr
allel cases I have brought forward. 1 have shown 
the utter ignorance, the utter want of com
mon sense on the part not only of .the ~aw 
Officers of the Crown but of the Adm1mstrat10n. 
We have had a complaint made-and it was 
emphasised by the hon. gentleman who repre
sents the constituency within which thi8 trouble 
took place--as to the want of justicfs of the 
peace. That is a want that is felt all over the 
colony. The electoral law expre,~sly prondes 
that claims for enrolment as voters shall be 
signed by justices of the peace, and yet Lhe 
Government-I do not know whether they do it 
deliberately or not deliberately-but, as a matter 
of fact, the Government refnsestogive the public 
facilities to get their names on the roll. 

The PREMIER: No. 
::VIr. STEW ART: I know that up i_n my 

district where there are a number of justices of 
the pr {ce, we find occasiona~ly l': great deal of 
difficulty in getting hold of a JUStJCe of the peace 
and getting names on the roll. Hon. members 
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from that quarter have at various times nomi
nated reputable gentlemen to be put on the 
commission of Lhe peace, but not one of those 
nominations has been acce[Jted Ly the Govern
ment. And why? I unnot tell why. I might 
ir,sinuate that it was because tho~e men did not 
favour the present Guvernme . .1t; but, knowing 
what an absolutely impartial gentleman the hem. 
gentleman at the head of the Government is, 
how imp:wti"l his colleagues are, and how 
desirous they are that every man in the colony 
should have the utmost facility to get his name 
on the roll, I sc<.nt such an idea. But in 
any case the fact remains that, even in the 
comparatively populous clistric\ of Rockhampton 
and neighlvmd1ood, we find very great difficulty 
at timE's in getting nmues on the roll, and we find 
still greater difficulty in getting pe; sons whom 
we considet· quite suitable for the position placed 
on the commission of the peace. I do not wish 
to pnr~ue this subject any funher, hut I cannot 
sit down without again expre""ing Ir!""{ ovinion 
not only of the Law Officers of the Oro\vn but of 
theAdm:niHtr;;"tion it~elf. I think the Law Officers 
of the Crown did give the advice which the 
leader of the Govt 'nrnent said they gave
advice which I, bein,; a hyman, and not pre
tending to any gTeat knowledge of the law, 
say at once was not in accordance eicher 
with law or with common sense, and if that 
is the case they are not fit fur the position 
they occupY. And even if the law is as 
the law offic' rs have ~airl, I say It was the 
bounden duty of the Admini,;tration to find a 
way out of such a difficulty. Here is a gross 
miscarriage of justice, and for the Government to 
come to this House and say they have no 
re:nedy for such a thing as that is to confess the 
most absolute incap;wity-nay, I would go 
further and say in,becility. I wonder would the 
process of law in any oth•'r Lusiness relation, 
except that regarding getting men's names on 
the roll, be choked off in this summ:try manner? 
If we take ar,y caseii we like, on the abolition of 
any court tile jurisdiction of that court would be 
transferred to another court; but in the case of 
the electoral rolb the procedure is strangled, and 
these men are deprived-not by any act of their 
own, but Ly the deliberate act of the Administra
tion-of the franchise, which is, as the hon. me:n
ber for Mitchell put it, the dearest right neJ<.t to 
his life any man can possess in this colony. 

The SJI:ORETARY J!'OR PUBLIC Il'\
STRUOTIOX: The hon. member who spoke 
last., in somewhat gaudy language, hus been good 
enough to give Ub hi.:~ view of thiR case, not 
through my spectacles, but through his own. 
Now when a case is pre,ented by an a vowed 
enemy, one ,, ould very natur.dly be disposed to 
discount it. The first objection I tak' is to the 
manner in whic:1 it is presented. It is impossi' .le 
under such circnmstances as these really to get 
at the merits of the ca:'c. It is brought forwatd 
without any notice whatever. There are 
hundreds of c :scs which must come under the 
observation of the Home Secretary, some of 
which, r•erhaps, would ndmit of argument; but 
if any one of them is suddenly brought forward 
it is hardly likely that the explanation of the 
facts can be at once produced. \V hen a legal mem
ber brings a charge of this sort, he might put it 
to himself in what position he "I>Onld be in as an 
ad' ocate if ;;ome cm< he never heard of was 
o;uddenly brought before him in court, in which 
he was to plead, without knowing either the 
plaintiff or thA defencbnt, or anything at all 
abont it until that moment. Oases of this sort 
can hardly Le taken seriously. 

Mr. KERR: Thi~ is not a case of that sort. 
The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC IN

STRUCTION: The Home Secretary, at any 
rate, has not time or opportunity to ascertain in 

this particular case how many justices of the 
peace there are in that particular locality. That 
is one of the charges-that there are not enough 
justices of the peace-and without notice it is 
imj·ossible to place the real facts before the 
House. The hon. member has stated that the 
case as put forward by him in a most unfavour
able light, presents some features which he con
dm1lls. He says the Administration display 
imbecility, anr! that the Crown Law Officers 
display imbecility also. But he admits that he 
does not know anything about law. I should 
like to know how a member who Rays he knows 
nothing about law and nothing particular 
about the case, is in a position to get up 
in this Chamber and sav that the Crown 
Law Officers displayimbecillty. I take it that no 
man who is not a competent lawyer, or who has 
studied the law and is a man of sc,me eminence, 
can take upon himself without doing himself 
much more harm than the Crown Law Officers, 
to pronounce judgment upon trained officials, 
men who have a distinguished standing in the 
colony. Nothing is easier than for the hon. 
member to make charges of imbecility. I should 
not be surprised to hear him say that the Chief 
,Justice knows nothing about law, and we are 
to take his opinion upon that. When a man 
pronounces judgment, I aok myself whether he 
is comr•etent. The hon. member has confessed 
himself quite incompetent, and I venture to say 
that in this case Ministers are quite contented 
to stand in the same category as the Crown Law 
Officers-condemned by the hon. member for 
Rockhampton North. His praise in this 
direction would be of no more value than his 
blame. It must be quite plain, from the absence 
of notice to begin with, that this discu&sion is 
merely a little device which can have but the 
one result of occupying time which, I venture to 
say, might be much more profitably passed in 
discussing the Estimates. 

Mr. KIDSTOK: The hon. gentleman imputes 
to this side of the House, or to the hon. member 
for Barcoo, in bringing this matter forward, a 
desire to waste the time of the House. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION and 
Mr. LoRD : Pure obstruction ! 

Mr. KIDSTON: It seems to me, ancl I have 
taken a good deal of interest in the difficulties 
that exist in this country with regard to men 
getting their names on the roll, that of all the 
cases I have come across this is about the most 
extraordinary of men being deliberately dis
franchised. Some twenty-five men put in their 
claims, properly filled up and attested, and those 
claims are passed at the ordinary registration 
court at Enlo. In ordinary cases two months 
afterwards those claims would have been revised 
and the men's names placed on the electoral roll. 
I3nt through some change the district was trans
ferred from Eulo to Thargomindah, and the court 
at the latter place refused to recognise the 
ciaims, as we have been informed, on the ad vice 
of the Crown Law Officers. Is not that a gross 
miscarriage of justice? The hon. member for 
Rockhampton North said that if he was Premier 
under sneh circumstance" he would resign. I 
do not ask the present Premier to resign. 
.After what has been brought to light I should 
not expect a mere trifle like that to cause him to 
resign. But I should expect him, if he has an 
honest desire to fairly administer the law con
trollecl by his own department, to bring to 
account the men who are responsible for this 
maladministration of the law. Last session we 
revised the electoral law. One complaint made 
at that time was that men were often kept from 
getting their names on the roll by mere technical 
errors. This House fully recognised the evils 
complamed of, and provided thatnoclaimshonld 
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be rejected for any mere informality. These 
men showed to the court at Thargomindah 
that they were entitled to have their names 
on the roll, and yet, on the ad vice of the 
Crown Law Officers, their claims were re
jected. And we are told that the Govern
ment do not know whether the Crown Law 
Officers should have given that advice or not. 
Do \\e not know what we mt'lnt when we passed 
that law? Is not this House competent to say 
what it me<>ns? And is not that what it means? 
The whole informality in these chtims, if it be 
judged an informality-! do nut admit that it 
was an informality-but, the only reason the 
court at Tbargomindab bad for refusing these 
claims was, th:tt instead of the name "Tbargo
mindah" being written on them the name 
"Eulo" was written on them. The name 
"Eulo" was properly put on them, because the 
claims were pnt in at the court at Eulo, and 
were passed by that court. But in the inter
vening two months part of the district pr,wiously 
known as Eulo-that part in which the men who 
made these claims resided-was included in the 
Thargomindah district, and the name " Eulo " 
being on the claims was alleged to be a serious 
informality, and the men were disfranchis,"d, 
Could any maladministration of the law be 
grosser or more partial? There must be some 
extraordinary things happen out in that \V estern 
country in regard to men getting their names on 
the roll. I have at home, or used to ha1'e, a 
photograph copy of a letter from a Barcoo justice 
of the peace to a brother justice of the reace, 
reminding him that the ravision court was 
coming on, and giving him particular instruc
tions what to do, as they did not want a Labour 
member to be elected for the Barcoo again. 

The 1:\ECRETARY FOH PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : You 
didn't want the other man elected. 

Mr. KIDSTON: I did not want the other 
man to be elected, but I have filled up claims for 
many men who I knew would vote for the other 
fellow, 

Mr. ARii!STROXG : So has everybody. 
Mr. KIDS TON: That justice of the peace 

did not, for he was advising his brother justice 
of the peace to keep off the roll the names of 
persons who were likely to vote for the La hour 
member. which showed that he--and I am afraid 
there are too many such men in the \V estern 
country-was unworthy to ha1'e the administra
tion of this law in his hands; and we shall never 
have satisfaction until some better method is 
adopted. It was complained by the hon. member 
for Bnlloo that the hon. member for Barcoo, in 
bringing this matter forward, se,cmed to impute 
bad motives to some one because thes0 claims 
had been refnsed at Thargomindah. Is it not 
very natural to impute the very worst motives? 

Mr. ARMSTHONG: It is very hard to prove 
them, though. 

Mr. KIDSTON : Yes, that is the difficulty ; 
it is very hard to prove them, hut there is the 
fact. \Vhere is the justification for these men 
being kept off the roll? Let someone who 
believes that the court at Tl'.<rgomindah did 
right stand up and give u~ a reason for its action. 
The Premier did not. 

The PRE~IIER: Yes. 
Mr. KIDS TON: What was it? 
The PREii!IER: The opinion of the Crown Law 

Officers. 
Mr. KIDS TO=" : The Crown Law Officers! 

This is the law with regard to claims that have 
passed the preliminary court, and come up before 
the second court for ratifie •tion-

The declaration contn.ined jn any clahn shall be ta.ken 
as primrJfacie evidence of the qualification claimed. 
The declaration on these claims had already been 
admitted at a properly qualified court, and I 

would ask what reason do the Crown Law 
Officers give for their opinion? The Home 
Secretary, who is a bit of a lawyer himself, 
smiles in a superior way, because I presume to 
read Engli~h, to read the law and try to under
stand it. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: I do not know what 
you were reading, for I have only just this 
moment come into the Hou,e. 

Mr. KIDSTON: Surely hon. mombers who 
defend this action can give some reason to justify 
the rejection of these claims. I say there has 
not been the slightest attempt to justify the 
rejection of the claims. It is stipulated in the 
Act that no mere informality shall be allowed to 
cause the rejection of a claim if the main facts 
stated in that claim are held to be correct, and 
under those circnmstances I cannot see any 
n:,ason at all for the Crown Law Officers advising 
as they did, or for the court at Thargomindah 
rejecting the claims. \Vbat safety is there for 
citizens under an administrati<m of the law that 
permits abuses of this kind? And what •afety is 
there when Ministers who when such abuses are 
brought under their notice simply smile and fall 
back upon tbeir majority? I declare it to be the 
distinct duty of the Home Secretary to have 
such a gross miscarriage of justice rectified, and 
he does not do his rlnty until he does that. 

The PREMIER : Yoti have not proved that it is 
a mi,carriage of jnstice ; it is only your opinion 
against the opinion of the Crown Law Officers. 

::Wr. KIDS TON : I have not proved it? 
The PREMIER : No. 
Mr. KIDSTON : 'Then I shall have to do it 

over again. There were twenty-five claims 
passed at Eulo in Febrnary last; They came 
before the court for the first time and were 
passed, and I suppose they would then be pub
lished in the electoral list as the clltims of 
persons claiming to have their names placed on 
the electoral roll, and unl<''" some objection waR 
afterw:.rds lodged >howing that the claims shuuld 
be r~jected at the revision court, any mere in
formality in the claims had nothing to do with 
their rejection. I think that will be admitted. 

Mr. LEAHY: No, no; that is not admitted at 
all. 

Mr. KIDSTON: I have already read to the 
House the law which states that when a claim 
comes up for revision "the declaration contained 
in any claim shall be taken as p1·imd facie evi
dence of the qualification claimed," and unle"s 
there is some objection urged--

The SECRETARY l!'OR PuBLIC LANDS: By the 
registrar. 

Mr. KIDSTON : By the registrar, or some 
one el>'e, the man is to all intents and purposes 
an elector. As a matter of fact the law assumes 
that the man will Le an elector after the seconcl 
revi,sion c0urt. The only thing that happened in 
this particular case between the passing of these 
claims in the first instance and their coming up 
for revision was an alteration in the boundaries 
of the petty sessions district. That was the 
only reason the court at Thargomindah had for 
preventing these names from getting on to the 
rolL 

Mr. LEAHY: You have no authority for that 
statement; it is mere acsumption. 

Mr. STEW ART: \Vhy did you not give the 
facts? 

Mr. LEAHY: I tried to get the court to deal 
with them. 

1fr. KIDSTON : I have stated that the only 
thing that happened between those name;, being 
registered and their coming up for revision wns 
the alteration in the boundaries of the district. 
The hon. member for Bulloo says that something 
else happened. 

Mr. LEAHY : I did not. I said you had no 
proof that anything else happened. 
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Mr. KIDSTON : That is mere interruption. 
The case came before the Home Secretary, who 
was asked to do juotice. He was asked to 
bring to book the men who were responsible for 
such a rnaladministmtion of the law, and if he 
or the hon. member for Bulloo can prove that 
there wao sufficient reason, he should do so. 

The PREMIER: I gave sufficient reason, and I 
am SHfJported by the Crown Law Officers. 

:Mr. KIDS TON: Are the Crown Law Officers 
to be allowed to do things like this without being 
called into question in any way at all? If I put 
in a claim at Rockhampton to have rny name 
put on the roll, am I to be disfranchised because 
the Crown La,w Officers give a certain opinion? 
I should like to know the reason, and I shall not 
be ··ati,fied that a maladminifltration of law has 
not taken place unless I know ;;ome far better 
reason than has been adduced for not admitting 
these claims at the Tbargomindah court. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: Before the quec1tion is 
put I should like to say one or two wordil, not so 
much upon the question that has been mised as 
upon others, although if what hon. member" 
opposite have said be correct there is some 
ground for the objection that has been taken. 
Nut having a legal training I cannot give any 
opinion upon the legal aspect of the case, but 
hon. members opposite will find that it is little 
details that prevent men from getting on to the 
rolls. There is a tendency in nearly all our 
administrl'tion to bind everything down in hard
and-fast lines, and that tendency must and does 
operatt>, and will operate still more in future, 
to lead to difficulty. There should be a little 
more latitude given to men who have to deal 
with these matters, and from a common-sense 
point of view there i~ a great deal in the 
argument that has been raised. I do not 
know anything abuut the legal details, but I 
would poir,t out under cover of this motion, that 
it is not alone in this case that incongruities 
exist. There are t vo incongruities that I wish 
to c!'tll attentinn to from a freeholder's point of 
view, which does not meet with very much 
~y,np:>thy from hon. members opposite. There 
IS a case of a gentleman who recently left the 
country and went to Victoria. He was on the 
roll and his property was valued at over £100. 
During hie ab<ence the returning officer ma<ie 
inquiries at the local government office and 
found tha~ the unimproved valne of the property 
was under £100, although with the improvements 
its value was several hundreds. But because it 
stood in the local authority's books at lPss than 
£100, this man was struck off the roll. Another 
incongruity is this : In filling up a claim before 
a j nstice, the freehold er makes a declaration that 
he possesses a freehold worth more than £100, 
and I wish to ask the Minister upon whom the 
onus of proof falls as to the value of the pr<>perty 
if objection be taken to the claim when it comes 
before the court? That is an entirely different 
position from that taken this afternoon by hon. 
members opposite, and I could give many more: 
such cases if necessary. As we are now approach
ing the the most important revision court of the 
whole year, I think an answer should be given 
to my question for the guidance of those who will 
preside over those courts. 

Mr. BOLES: It has been urged from the 
other side that this debate is simply a waste of 
time, but I might as well say that I have con
siderable feeling in this matter, because in my 
district there has been a great deal of malad
ministration in the matter of these electoral 
rolls. In reference to the case brought forw>1rd 
by the hon. member fM Bat coo, I do not intend 
to offer any opinion except to say that the 
Tbargominda:t bench had uo option but to 
regi,ter these twenty-five names unless they 
were opposed bona fide. The law is very de-

finite on the point that no technical objection 
sholl be taken to disfranchise these people. 
Clause 28 says that first meetings shall be held 
in the months of January, April, and July, at 
wh'ch namec, may be registered, and then clause 
31 says that the clerk of petty sessions shall 
produce every claim at the next following sitting 
of the quarterly registmtion court, and the 
declaration contained in any claim shall be taken 
as prim-2 facie eYidence of tile qualification of the 
elector. The court is bound to accept the claims 
unless a bona fide objection is lodged against them. 
So far as the mora,! aspect of the que~tion is 
concet·n,,d, what ft equently happens is not 
jus' icP, and I believe it is not ju,t from the legal 
aspect eitloer. \Ve paesed an Elections Act la,st 
year, and that measure places greater ob~tacles 
in the way of men oht.aining the franchise than 
even the prmious Act. There arc about twelve 
different forms to be filled in representing as 
many different choses of qualifications. Sotne 
people in the country districts possess a lease
hold qualification while others possess a resi
dence qualification. Then, again, in the towns 
there are householders, freeholders, and resi
dence voters. If a man 611s in his claim on 
the wrong form, or if a wrong form is sent 
to him, it is immediately objected to by the 
bench. I am informed by those who have some 
le5"l knowledge that it is absolutely neces
sary that claims should be rejected if they are 
made on the wrong forms. I have kno ,, n claims 
require to be made out two or three time~ 
before they were made out on the proper 
forms. I do not se" why one form should 
not suffic,, for all the variom qualifications. 
If a man is entitled to a vote, why should not 
tile same form do whethtr be has a resi
dence qualification or a freehold qualification? 
There is no difiiculty in getting on the rolls in 
Brisbane, where justice,9 of the peace may be 
met at every corner; but in the country dis
tricts a man may have to travel hundreds of 
miles before he can find a justice of the 
peace, and then the justice of the peace may 
not have sufficient inteliigence to fill up the 
form correctly. This is a very great hardsbip. I 
quite agree wiLh the hon. m· mber for Rockhamp
ton 1:\orth with regard to the question of jmticeci. 
l\1y experience of the last six years has been that 
the policy of the Uovernment has been to keep 
men off the commission of the peace. Names 
have been recommended "f men in my district
men of intelligence, and holding a large stake in 
the district-and they have been coolly passed 
over without recognition, for no other reason, I 
believe, but that it is generally supposed they are 
opposed to what is called the "Dickson-Bulcock 
earmark." .U the same time we see pure carpet
baggers put on the commission--adventurers
men who have not been more than nine months 
in the country. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : \Vho was that ? 
Mr. BOLES : Ask tile Premier. 
The HoME SECRETARY: No, it is your state

ment. I nsk his name-you do not know it. 
Mr. BOLES: Of course it is said on the other 

side that this debate 1s a mere waste of time. I 
admit t.hat the bench in my district is extremely 
fair. The police magistrate endeavours to 
administer the Electior s Act in the true spirit of 
the Act, and, where a man shows that he is 
entitled to the franchi8!, no clerical error is 
allowed to invalidate his claim. I believe that is 
a Yery prover policy. 

The TREASURER: They all do that pretty well. 
Mr. BOLES: l doubt that very much. But 

the point is with regard tu theee forms. 
The Ho>IE SECllETARY: \Vhat was the quota

tion yon made just now from the statutes? 
Mr. BOLES: I saitl that there were ten or 

twelve differe,.t classes of forms. 
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The HOME SECRETARY : What page in the 
statutes? 

Mr. BOLES : They are dealt with by regu
lation, and if the hon. gentleman goes to the 
Printing Office he can get them all. 

Mr. McMASTER : There are only four. 
Mr. BOLES: I am quite certain there are at 

least ten different ones. 
Mr. ARMSTRONG: You must manufacture 

them up your way. 
The HOii!E SECRETARY : I asked the page of 

the s'atutes you quoted from. 
Mr. BOLES: I believe it is dealt with not by 

statute, but by regulation. I can cite a case in 
point. A man leaves a certain town, where he 
is on the roll for a residence qualifien,tion, 
although he aho possesses a freehold qu.,!ifica
tion. He makes a claim to be placed on the 
roll for his freehold qualification on what he 
believes to be the proper form. Now, th~re are 
two different forms, and he asks me which is the 
correct one. "\V ell," I say, "I cannot tell 
you. The best thing you can do i3 to fill up both 
forms, and submit them hoth to the bench. 
There is no doubt that hetween the two you will 
have the right one." He filled them both in, 
and, strange to say, l>oth were wrong-there was 
a third form. 

The HoME SECRETARY : \Vhat could you 
expect when you advised him? 

Mr. BOLES : This shows the efforts which 
are made to keep men off the rolls. 

The S~JCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS AND AGRI
CULTURE : YOU kept him off. 

Mr. BOLES : Remember this man was a 
freeholder and not a carpet-bagger. He had a 
freehold worth considerably more than £100 in 
excess of all encumbrancE'~, and yet he was put 
to the trouble and annoyance of having to fill 
in three forms before he could become entitled to 
exercise the franchise. It i< right that a matter 
of this sort should be brought before the Hou>•e. 
Those people who are entitled to vote" should get 
them, and nothing should be made easier Lhan 
for a man to get his name on the roll when he 
is entitled to have it there. I do not see why 
all these impediments should be thrown in their 
way. I know men who have been living in my 
district for over twelve months, but who have 
not been able to get their names on the roll. 
They would have to ride fifty miles to get a 
juBtice of the peace; they would have to ride as 
far to get a railway stationmaster, and thev say 
that it is after all almogt better to lose "their 
votes than have to lose two or three d<tys. There 
is another question J would like to refer to. 
That is the question of pollinrr places at general 
elections. 

The PREMIER: You know very well that I 
cannot reply. 

Mr. BOLES: Perhaps the hon. gentleman 
will be able to reply on the E"timates, and 
possibly I shall raise the question again at that 
time. 

The SPEAKER : I think perhaps that would 
be the better cuurse for the hon. member to 
adopt. The hon. member for Barcoo, Mr. Kerr, 
bronght forward aspecificgrievance, and that was 
in order. The hon. member seem" to me now to be 
traversing the whole of the Elections Act "'nd 
speaking in a general manner upon it. Jt 1vould 
be mueh better to deal with such mat'ers as 
polling- places for the next general election when 
the E•timates are under discussion. 

Mr. BOLI<3S : I agree with you, :Yir. Speaker, 
but I think the debate has been pretty well on 
the general question. However, I will gladly 
leave the matter until the E<timates come on, 
when the Premier will have an opportunity of 
reply. I have no desire to take advanhge of 
him at the present tJme. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : I do not think a matter 
like this "hould be deferred until the Estimates 
are under discussion, because we have no assur
ance that the Eotimates dealing with this par
ticular question will come on immediately. If 
this grievance is to be remedied it must be 
remedied at once. It has been said by some 
Ministers that we are only wasting time by 
ventilating matters of this sort. Yet here we 
are with a ger eral election approaching and 
fifty-four men are being disfranchised without 
cause ! Is the franchise of any good at all 
to the people? If it is, then I say we are 
not doing justice to any one of those fifty-four 
men in depriving them of their votes. If one 
man robs anothPr of property he is punished, 
but here we have wholesale robbery of the rights 
of citizenship and there is no penalty attached 
to the offence. Surely the matter is of sufficient 
importance to discnss, and if there is an_v time 
to discuss it this is the time. "Now is the 
appointed hnur." I see the Secretary for Public 
Instrnction laughing. I suppose he did not know 
I was so well up in the scriptures. During the 
time I hava been in this Houe'l repeatpd occa
sions have arisen on which members have been 
compelled to rise and dr>tw attention to grievances 
similar to this. I well remember in 1893 my 
colleague and myself had to mention a case 
in which an effort was made at Charters 
Towers to disfranchise 1, 900 men, among 
them being a parish priest, ~everp] justic"s of the 
peace, rrtining n1anagers, nnd other prominent 
citizens, and these things are being repeated in 
every portion of the colony. A man is com
pelled to register o birth, a death, or a marriage; 
he can be compelled to register a clog; but here 
we have obstaotes thrown in the way of register
ing the right of citizenship. \Vhy, in the name 
of common sense, should r.bstacles be thrown in 
the wav of rren who cnntribnte their share of 
revenue to the State, who obey the laws of the 
State, and who are erlucationally qualified to 
vote? Let us put onrselves in the place~ of 
these men who are deprived of their rights. 
\Vhat would the Premier say if obst.,cles we•·e 
thrown in his way of recording his vote? 

The PnE~IIER: I would abide by the law. 
Mr. DUNS:FOllD : The Minister would be 

the first man to c"'ll up<'n his friends in the 
House to a~sist him, and those friends would be 
unworthy of the name, would be unworthy 
representatives of the J>eople, if they did not see 
that justice was done toward" him. It is our 
duty to see thllt these fifty-four men receive 
justice, and it is only by ventilating the matter 
that we can hope to gain a remedy. I hope it 
will not be 'aid that it is out of place that this 
matter should be brought forw.trd, and that we 
are not to discuss such grievances. 

The SPEAKER: I distinctly stated that it 
was in order to discuss the grievance brought 
before the House by the hon. member for 
Barcoo, Mr. Kerr, but I said that if hon. mem
bers traver*ed the whole of the }~lections Act that 
would not be m order. The administration of 
the Act can be di 'Cussed, but not the provisions 
of it. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : I am pleased the Speaker 
haR explained t' at matter, beeause I cortainly 
understood that he did not desire to see this 
m"'tter ventibted. I hope Government officers 
wi!l take notice of this discussion, and that they 
will nut rct as though it were beneath them to 
rfrnP-dy such grievances. If this matter occurred 
in the city a host of memb.ers would rise and pro
te't agaimt it. There is nn denying the fact that 
thes • men have been disfranchised, and snch 
being the case I hope an effort will be made to 
see that they are put upon the rnlls. It would 
be unfair to the hon. member for Bulloo, and 
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perhaps to others who might contest the elector
ate, if, through the action of some officers of the 
State, an election bore a different aspect to what 
it otherwise wunld have done had these men 
been enfranchiPed. I do not know whether 
this action has been taken owing to the fact that 
the hon. member for Bulloo is now what is 
called a "rebel." It may be that the Govern
ment think he is worth powder and shot, and 
that something may be done to disfranchise 
c:ertain men who would vote for him. If that is 
the case, or whatever the moLive, I hope we 
shall hear o£ no further cases of a similar 
nature. 

Question put and passed. 

COMMITTEE. 

PRISONS, 

The PREMIER moved that £25,106 be 
granted for prisons. This Estimate was £302 
le's .than .the provision required last Yhlr, and 
the rtems m which decreases occurred were shown 
on the Estimate. 'rh ere were some small increases 
of sal>tries to V>trious officers on account of long 
ser_vice. The report of the Comptroller of 
Prrsuns showed that the number of critllinals, 
especially 'long-sentence men, bad been con
siderably reduced, and the present discipline, 
especially under the Offenders' Probation Act, 
seemed to be tending to a moral reformation-of 
juvenile offenderR, at any rate. The Act had 
worked very satisfactorily, and he believed that 
where men were not hardened in crime, a humane 
attention to their wants and n firm discipline 
produced a very excellent effect, and tended to 
improve them anrl open the future of their 
lives to more satisfactory cor.ditions. The dis
charge of duty in the Home Secretary's office 
was of itself a very educational course for any 
man who desired to have practit"<ctl observation 
of the working of some of our social prolclems ; 
and the study of our prisons and lunatic asylum;, 
- 1nore p1.rticularly our prisons- afford con
siderable instruction and food for reflection as 
to the reformation of our crimin"l class. Some 
men were hardened crilllinals, who seemed to 
be beyond the reach of reformation, but he 
had come to the conclusion that very prolongecl 
sentences did not as a rule tend to reform 
men. He really believed that those prolonged 
sentcncf,,3 were relics of a barbarous age ; that 
after men had passed the best year' of their lives 
in gaol they lost all energy and became of a 
hardened or sour disposition. P€rhaps he was 
opening up a discussion on the question of 
prisun discipline which he might dP3ire should 
not be protracted; at the same tima it was a 
matter for very serious consideration as to the 
condition of our prisons; that was to sa.y, it was 
a matter which ban. member" who desired to 
prom0te the social welfare of the body public 
might well direct their attention to. Our prison 
discipline at present was conducted on satis
factory line,, and it was sathfactory to know 
that the inm><tes of these in,titutions were con
siderably reduced in number. He believed th>tt 
with continuing the system which had prev<Liled 
nf revising periodic.,lly the sentences pronounced 
by our judicial tribunals, and givin&; offenrlers
at any rate juvenile offenders-the benefit of the 
Offendem' Probation Act, they might hope for 
the reformation of many who, if eo m pelled to 
serve long hentences, would de"enerate into 
hardened criminals. o 

Mr. GLASS.B;Y bad listened to many of the 
remarks made by thB Premier with a great 
amount of s1tisfaction. Those remarks showed 
the value of a m"'n boldiHg for some length of 
time the position occupifd by the bon. gentleman 
as Ministeral bead of the Prisons Department; 
and he entirely agreed with the hem. gentleman 
that long terms of imprisonment and harsh 

sentences did not tend to lessen crime or to 
reform persons. The hon. gentleman unfortu
nately used the term "criminal class." He 
(Mr. Glassey) denied that there waG such a 
thing as a criminal class. Unfortunately there 
were in almost every society persons who com
mitted crime, but he did not believe-notwith
standing all the evidence adduced, scientific 
and otherwise-that it c mld be demomtrated 
that there was such a thing as a criminal class. 
Coming to the necessity of reviewing from time 
to time the sentences passecl upon people, be 
hoped the hon. gentleman before he left office-· 
before he relinquished his control of the prisons, 
if possible-would review a few sentences. He 
had brought cases under the notice of the late 
Home Secretary, Sir Rorace Tozer, and be must 
say that in many instances Sir Horace bad 
re leased persons sometimes contrary to the wishes 
of some of his w.mld-be friends, and even of some 
portion of the Press. Sometimes strictures were 
passed upon that gentleman because he exer
cised a little forbearance and humanity; and he 
hoped, notwithstanding the opinions expressed by 
certain critics, both in the Press and otherwise, 
that the hon. gentleman now at the head of affairs 
would-ashebelieved was honestly his intention
review some of the sentences that had been passed. 
HA trusted that when the hon. gentleman could 
find it convenient be would review a good many 
of the sentences, more particularly those of 
young persons, and lib~rate them; and be 
ventured to say that in nme cases out of ten the 
result wonld be highly satisfactory, n.1t only to 
the individuals themselves, but to society as a 
whole. He did not know whether the hon. 
gentleman had ever coneidered the question of 
removing the present penal settlement from the 
island to the mainland. The existing site was 
a most unsatisfactory one. He would also 
suggeFt the abolition of the grouping system 
in the pri,on. Amongst a group of twenty 
prisoners some might have been there for long 
periods, and others committed two or three 
times. The association of the young with 
such persons must infallibly do them harm. It 
would ue a good thing to classify the prisoners, 
and young persons should not be permitted 
to associate with hardened offenders. He had 
never been a believer in the necessity of inflict
ing severe punishment on prisoners nor in 
long terms of imprisonment. Prisom should not 
be places of torture, but places "here those 
cnmmitted to them might have an opportunity 
of calmly reflect.ing on their misdeeds, and resolv
ing on leading a better life. That, be was 
certain, woulrl lead to a great reduction in 
crirninality. 'With regard to the vote be did not 
see much to complain of. There was room for 
an increase in the c'!se of the more poorly-paid 
officers. He noticed that at Blaokall a warder 
bad recently been appointed at £120. That did 
not seem enuugh when they considered the extra 
cost of living in towns in the interior. At St. 
Helena and elsewhere the pay was higher, but 
if it was mer·,ely an experiment, and if it was 
determined to con tin ne it, the Home Secretary 
might 'ee his wn.y to give >tn increase. He wonld 
only briefly ref.,r to the question of the lockup 
at Fortitude V alley, because he believed the 
junior member for tbRt electorate had something 
to say about it. The locality was altogether 
unsuitable, and if it were rernovtd the site might 
be advantageously used for additions to the State 
school. It was promi,ed last year that the 
matter should he attended to, but he was not 
aware that anything bad been done. 

1\Ir. McMASTER v.as pleased to see that the 
Comptroller of Prisons recommended the removal 
of the lockup from Fortitude Valley. He had 
been ad vacating its removal ever since be had 
bePn a member of the House. It must be 
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admitted that a very great improvement had 
taken place in the lockup within the last year 
or two. When the question was last before the 
Committee he was not aware of that change, 
and believed he did an injustice on that occasion 
to the matron and her assistant. He was 
informed on the hest authority that the matron, 
by her kindness and firmness, 'bad brought about 
such a reformation in the lockup that had not 
been known for many years. The yard had now 
been surrounded by a high iron fence, so that 
children could not see, nor hear s0 well, what 
was taking place in the yard. But notwithstand
ing all the improvement the site was objection
able. It was anything but plea,c.ant t<> see 
"Black Maria" bestowing its cargo of [Jas
sengers there almost every afternoon just about 
the time the school children were di&persing. 
Therefore, the children came more or less into 
contact with the prisoners located there. The 
district was thickly populated; there were 
buildings going up there nearly every day ; the 
number of scholars at the school was increasing 
so rapidly that some of the pupils had to he 
taught on the veranda, and there was a move
ment now on foot to get increa,ed school 
accommodation. He hoped the Government 
would act on the ad vice of the Comptroller of 
Prisons, who in his report said-

Should it be deemed advisable to keep this gaol in 
existence for any time, extra accommodation '''ill be 
required in the form of additional cells, in order to 
better cla~sify the prisoners, and espef;ially for the 
purpose o! keeping first offenders apart from the olcl 
and hardened ones. 

Further on the Comptroller said-
This gaol is not in a good position, situated as it is in 

a thickly populated neighhourhoocl, ~<-Urrounded b\· 
houses, and a.ijacent to large State schools. It is there~ 
fore questionable whether it would be advisable to 
spend more money in making additions which will 
undoubtedly be requirgd if 1t is to rem~Lin in existence 
where it is, or whether, as previonsly mentioned, it 
would not be better to erect a TIC\V female gaol. built 
on modern lines, on the Boggo road reserve, capable of 
holding all the female pris.oners who are now det:nned 
at the \alley and at 'roowoomba. 

The PREMIER : That is bemg t"trried out. 
Mr. l\IcYI:ASTER : Then he had no more to 

say on the question, as they had now the promise 
of the Minister that the lockup would be re
moved. 

The PREMIER : The hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley who had just spoken might 
have learnt from the newspaper reports that he 
and his colle~gue, the Secretary for PoLlic In
struction, who was at that time Secretary for 
Works, had made inspections with the view of 
ascertaining if proper accommodation could be 
obtained for the rernoval of the female pri ,,oners 
from Fortitude V alley to Bogvo road. A suit
able site had been decided upon, and the Govern
ment Arc•hitect was instructed some time ago to 
take levels and prepare the necess,try plans. 
It was not altogether ap!Jropriate that an 
in~titntion of that sort should be adjacent 
to a State school, and the accommodation at 
Fortitude Valley was not sufficient for the pur
pose. It was intended not only to remove the 
female priwners from Fortitude Valley but aleo 
from Toowoomba as soon as the new building 
was erected, so that they might have all the 
female prisoners under on" head. The gaol at 
Boggo road, as well as at Stewart's Creek, was 
cor1Structed on the latest and mod approved 
principles for prison discipline, and there was 
ample room there for the erection of anotlFr 
ward. With regard to what the I~ader of t.he 
Opposition considered to be rather small pay for 
a warder at Blackall, he might inform the hon. 
member that the appointment had not yet been 
filled up, hut it was the lowest grade in the 
warders' service, and, as the hon. member knew, 
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after a certain period warders got automatic 
increases. It was gmtifying to ob,erve from the 
report of the Comptroller of p, ison8that the short 
sentence prisoners represented 85 per cent. of the 
number of persons convicted during the r,ast 
year, which proved that in the opinion of those 
who had to inflict punishment upon offenders a 
short term of imprisonment was the best that 
could be prescribed in the case of first offen~ers
juvenile offenders at any rate-\Vlth a v1ew to 
giving them some hope of reformation and a new 
start in life. Of course while some men were 
deserving of special consideration, leniency 
might be wasted upon hardened offenders; and 
while he waq not prepared to Fay that there 
should be no long sentence•, he believed that as 
a general principle long sentences in the case 
of men who were convicted for a first offence 
did not tend to their moral reformation, but 
rather to harden them into deliberate criminals, 
\Vith respect to the :1ssociation of prisoners, 
which the leader of the Opposition had described 
as undesirable, he knew the Comptroller of 
Prisons was quite iu accord with the views ex
pressed by the hon. member, but the reason why 
they were associated was simply because they 
had not adequate accommodation to secure their 
disassociation. The question of removing the 
penal establishment at St. Hclena to the main
land was one that had been repeatedly discuss6d, 
He recognhed thi1t the gaol there was little more 
than a stockade at pre:;ent, and that it was cer
tainly exposed to a gre,;t risk of fire. The dis
cipline at St. Helena was excellent; the men were 
in good health, rtnd he believed the majority of 
them were being trained up tu learn smne trade 
and become useful when they emerged into life 
again. He was dearly of opinion that if the 
g-aol was to be perpetuated there a much better 
and much more oecure building, affording- larger 
aecomrrwdation than now existed, woulrl have to 
be provided. In the meantime he declined to 
commit himself to any S!Jecial opinion as to 
whet!Jer the gaol ohonld be removed to the main
land or new buildings erected at S~. Helena. 
But, notwithstanding his •eparation from the 
Home Office, he should maintain an intimate 
supervision of their prisons and pri·,.on discipline, 
as that was a matter which demanded the full 
consideration and attention of any person at the 
head of the Government. He was glad that 
such a reas.mablH tone had prevailed during this 
important debate. 

Mr. McDONNELL was pleased to hear the 
answer given to his colleague by the Premier, as 
there was a general consensus of opinion in the 
Valley that the present pri:;on was in a very 
unsuitable locality, particularly as it was so close 
to the State scho"l. Certainly a new fence had 
been ere<;ted between them, but the "Black 
:1\;laria" always happened to be there when the 
childre,n were coming out of school, and that was 
the most .shameful p"rt of the whole business. 
They had been assured several times that this 
matter was going to be attended to in the near 
!uture, and he hoped that the promise now 
made would be carried out this year, as the 
ma.tter was urgent. He would like also to 
point out t lht, although there was only ac. 
commoclation in this prison for twelve prisoners, 
according to 1 be Comptroller's report, there were 
at one time as many ail twenty-three there, and 
that fact ought to induce the Government to 
hurry up. Another matter was m regard to 
chts,Jification. The bulk of the female offenders 
were sent to this prison, but there was no system 
of classification possible there at all. He 
endorsed what had heen said by hi> colleague in 
regard to the matron, who did her duty to the 
sati><factiuu of the department; but of course 
she could not help the present shte of things, 
and he would give a ea'"e in point. Alittlegirl was 
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arrPsted eome time ago upon a charge of attempted 
arson. He believed it was a trumped up charge, 
but she was sent to thia prison and remained there 
waiting her trial, and during this time she had 
to mix up with the lowest criminal•; and they 
knew that when females became degraded they 
were very low indeed. This child was reepect
ably reared, and the case against her fell through, 
and be hoped the Crown Law Officers would in
qnire into the matter. Such an occurrence as that 
ought to be a sufficient inducement to the Go
vermnent to treat the matter as urgent, and not 
lose any time over the erection of a prison for 
female9 where proper classification could be 
carried out. 

The PREMIER wished to correct one state
ment the last speaker bad made in referring to 
this little girl. There was as much classification 
carried out as a small hmlding would admit
that was to say, first offenders and persons wait
ing trial wure kept aloof from those who were 
convicted, and this girl was not allowed to herd 
with the other"· 

Mr. McDONNELL : His point was exactly 
as he bad stated it. Some of those who were 
waiting trial were just as disreputable as those 
who were underg-oing sentence. 

The PREMIER: He was informed that the 
girl was kept in a separate cell by herself the 
whol~ time, so that she cnulrt not mix up with 
the others. The hon. member would accept that 
assurance from him. 

Mr. DANIELS: The question of building a 
new prison at St. Helena bad come up nearly 
every year, but nothing had been done yet. He 
had been through the present building, and it 
had at once struck him that in the event of a 
fire it was pretty certain that about half of the 
prisoners would be roasted. He thought it 
wonld be ridiculous to continue the priwn at St. 
Helena when they bad places on the mainland 
to which it would be far less trouble to convey 
prisoners and provisiom. If the Government 
sold St. Helena as buildin~ sites, he was sure 
the proceeds would be sufficient to cover the 
cost of the new buildings on the mainland. 

TJ,e HoME SECRETARY: Sell land! I thought 
that was ben''·Y· 

Mr. DANIELS: It might be better to lease 
the land,· a< the rents derived from building 
lea,es would he sufficient to pay the interest on 
the CO•·Jt of construction of a fir·st-cla,s gaol. No 
one ever beard him say that be was entirely 
oppo<ed to selling land under cond:tions, but be 
was utterly opposed to selling 20. 000-acre blocks 
-the pick of the country. If the new prison 
was erected on St. Helena they would receive 
nothing as a set-off. The Premier infurn.ed 
them that the prisoners enjoyed the best of health 
at St. H .. lena, and there was no reason why other 
people should not have an opportunity of recruit
ing their health there. 

1\Ir. Mc:VIASTER, referring t) the case 
brought np by his c >!league, said that according 
to the report of the Comptroller of Prisons on 
the V alley gaol the matron had made arrange
meuts whereby two female dt btnrs had been 
given ser-ntr"te accommodation from the other 
prL-;oners, and, if she bed done that in the case 
of d- btnrs, it was pretty certain that she would 
t'1ke ca•e to keep the gid in qnestton from 
mixing with the hardened crirninab. 

:Mr. McDON"NELL wasquitesaLisfied with the 
explanati"n of the Premier, but he would point 
out, in reply to his c .. lleague, that according to 
the law separate accommodation had to be pro
vided for debtor", wherea" there was no such com
pu)sion in regard to this girl. If the matron had 
placed her apart fr,>m the other prisoners it was 
only becau<e of her humane disposition. 

Mr. DUNSFORV s11w that during the year 
some effort had been made to close some of the 

smaller prisons, and concentrate the prisoners in 
the larger and better-class prisons. That was 
a very good principle, because by that system 
they might be able to effect an economy, whilst 
at tbe same time improvmg the management. 
There was a great deal of complaint about the 
badly constructed prisons that were to be found 
in different parts of the colony-at Norman ton, 
Cooktown, and St. Helena, for instance. They 
were said to be unsafe and totally unfit for 
prisons, so that they would soon have to face the 
question where their prisons should be located. 
lt was very evident that the area of St. Helena 
was altoge.ther inadequate for a large prison 
establishment, because if the prisons were to 
become self-supporting-and he saw no rea.•on 
why they should not-they must have scope in 
which to work. According to the report of the 
Comptroller uf Prisons. the prison at Stewart's 
Creek was the best constructed prison in the 
colony, but it was placed in a most unsuitable 
locality-right in a swamp, on land which could 
not be used fnr any productive purpose, and was 
most unhealthy, and the prisoners were almost 
eaten alive by the mosquitoes. The priwners 
were condemned to punishment, but that was no 
reason why they should be condemned to torture, 
and it was a species of torture to let loose the 
Stewart's Creek mosquito on them. He hoped 
that when considering the question of sites, 
the Minister would choose localities where the 
prisoners would have a chance of being employed 
in healthy occupations and aRsist the State to 
make the institntions self-suppmting. 

Mr. i:lTEW ART noticed that according to 
the report of the Comptroller of Prisons work 
was performed at St. Helena for Government 
deportments to the value of .£7,001 ls. 8d. 
Would the hon. gentleman tell them what 
particular work was done for the Government 
departments? 

The PRE:>HER : The articles turned out 
comprised saddlery, boots, tailoring, tinware, 
tanks, and various other things required by the 
Police and Railway Departments as well as all 
other Government departments. The object was 
to so train prisoners that they might earn a living 
on the expiry of their sentences. 

Mr. McDONNELL asked why the .£84 pre
viPnsly allowe.i t.o the Thursday Island gaoler 
for extra coot of living had been discontinued? 
The officer received a comparatively sm~ll sftlary, 
while the cost of living must be consid8rahly 
greater than it was further south. 

The PRB;MIER: There had been no reduc
tion. The £84 was included in the sum of .£284 
which appeared under the heading "extra allow
ances." 

Question put and passed. 

RE],'ORMATORIES. 
The PREMIER moved that .£2,405 be gmnted 

for the Lyttr'n Reformatory and lndustrial 
School for Girls, Toowoomba. There wa' an 
increa<e of £250 for the Industrial School for 
girls at Riverview, conducted by the Salvation 
Army. Girls who were dealt with by the police 
magistrate were sent thet e and an allowance of 
5s. per week made for their maintenance. 

:Mr. BELL suggested that a better system of 
training the rdonnatory boye might he adopLed, 
as had been suggested by the late Premier, who 
tbonght it would be a useful thing to send some 
of them to sea. It seemed to him that the idea 
wae an excellent one, and would lead to the boys 
growing up to a useful life. 

The PRElVJ IER: The matter was well worthy 
of consideration. At pres,·nt the boys were well 
trained, and under a very kind master. Many 
of those who bad been hired out had accumulated 
large sums of money, and Mr. Wassell acted as 
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a sort of financial agent for them. There were 
one or two cases in which the boys had as much 
as £100 to their credit. Some persons were under 
the impression that the wages were taken by the 
State as a set off ag-ainst the cost the boys had 
been, but that was not so. Undoubtedly it wa~ 
desirable that more openings in life should be 
found for the lads, and as an experiment tW<l nf 
them had been sent in the new ste:lmer "White 
Star" to Thursday I"land. He also thought that 
some of the other Government steamers might 
be PUpplied with boys. In the meantime they 
were under excellent di~cipline, and were treated 
most humanely by Mr. Wassell. In all the cases 
that had come under his observation the boys 
could thank their stars that they had been taken 
away from the streets and placed in such good 
hands. 

Mr. GLASSEY: The point raised by the 
hon. member for Dalby was of consid<'rab:e 
interest. He was glad a beginning hacl been 
ma?e. in the direction of giving the boys a sea 
tramrng, hut the outlet in the directi•lll of 
Government steamers was very limited, and he 
wonld suggest that some of them mif(ht he 
placed ·on the coa,t:tl steamers. He thought it 
would be hi~hly desirable if Parli•ment were 
supplied with an annual report from the super
intendent of the reformatory, so that they 
might have some [l"Uic!~ as to the number of boy.:•, 
wha\ the occnp>ttwns of tho-e hired out were, 
and wh:tt their future was likely to be. Such a 
report would be very useful and interesting. 

Mr. BELL : What do you think of the idea of 
a tr·:tining ship? 

Mr. GLASSEY: Some system ought to be 
devi,ed by which these boys could be trained. 
He had never been satisfiFd as to how the boys 
fareJ m the different parts of the country. He 
was not going to '"Y that they were badly 
tre ;tee!, but there should be more information as 
to how they were engaged. He had met some 
of them in different parts of the country who 
had not that care and attention one would 
like to see bestowed npon them, and it was 
the duty of hon members to Sf'e that everv 
possible opportunity was given to those youth"s 
so that their future might be assured. · 

The PREMIER: It seemed to be the custom 
of the department not to have an annual report, 
but there was no objection to one being- furniHhed 
-in fact, he thouKht it was desirable. 'l'he 
department received monthly reports of a most 
complete character from 11r. Wassell, and the 
system adopted was this: An intending em
ployer wrote to Mr. \V assell to know if be had 
a boy suitable for a certain purpose-farm or 
station life, domestic service, or some other 
kind of work. Mr. Wassell satisfied himself 
that the intending employer was a man of 
regpectability, and if there was a suita hie bov 
he was licensed out at a certain vage. The boy 
was instructed to eo m municate with Mr. \V ass ell 
withi~ reasonably short and regul_a,r periods, 
and rf the boy failed to write Mr. Wassell 
addressed the employer to know how the boy was 
progressing-, and kept closely in touch not only 
WiJih the boy but with the employer. Ail 
wages had to he paid j>eriodically, p,ud so far 
as he could learn they were pa.id with g-reat 
regularity, and banked to the credit of the boys, 
the Government retaining no part of their 
wages. It was desirable that the boys should 
have fuller opportunides for employment, hut, so 
far as he conld learn, between individual em
ployers and the Sal vat ion Army, all the boys 
available for service had been drafted off, 
and it was desirable that the yonnger boys 
should remain under discipline for a time. 
The two boys sent by the "\Vhite Star" were 
sent to initiate the system. He thought a 
certain number should be employed on the 

Government steamers ; but he deprecated their 
being employed generally on trading vessels on 
the coast. It WM desirable that they should be 
under supervision and discipline, and he did not 
think it wonld be altogether desirab!e that they 
should come into competition with what he 
might term "free boys." The system had to be 
administered judiciously. It W<~S going on 
satisfactorily at present, and he thought the 
superintendent deserved commendation f,Jr the 
excellent way in which he lonke:i after the 
interests of the boys. In future he would see 
that an annual report was furnished. 

lVIr. GLASSEY did not quite agree with the 
hon. gentleman in drawing a distinction between 
the"e boys and others whom he described as 
" free boJ"·" He made no distinction. They 
were part of our population; and, with the view 
of taking them away from their old ha hits, it was 
better to give the boys the opportunities he had 
mentioned, so that ttrey might become what the 
hon. g<'ntleman termed "free, boys" more readily 
than if th•>Y were restricted in the manner sng
gesterl by the hon. gentleman. The hem. mem
ber for lJalby referred just now to the trainmg of 
the boys on "ome "esse! set apart for that pur
pose, and he would rearlily fall in with that sug
ge,tion, if it could be carrieri out without hei• g 
too expensive. It ""s unfortunate that th .. se 
bDys had g-ot into such habits that they had to 
be sent to sqch an in><tit.ution as the one under 
consideration, but it was the duty of hon. n•em
bers to see that no restrictions were im r•o-ed 
which would be any obstacle to their reform and 
to their future welfare. 

The PRE:\IIEH : He did not wish to draw 
any invidious distinctions between the prospects 
in life of those waifs and strays who were being 
trained up by the State and thos6 of what he 
had c,ll,d free boys; but practically there was 
a Yery marked di-tinction to be drawn. If a 
boy from the reformatory was assigned to one of 
the "te.,mship companies, under the statute law 
of the colony he would have to be licensed to the 
captain, and the c tptain would have to enter 
into certain obligations to look after him when 
in pDrt. He did not think it at all likely that 
any captain would burden him,elf with such a 
responsibility when there were plenty of free 
boys for whom he incurred no such responsibility. 
Beside~, it was the rule, he believed, that when 
a father indentured his con tn the sea he had to 
pay a premium of lOO guineas, and with the 
increasing number of ajJplicants fur a sea life 
the premium was increasing. There would be 
more difficulty than the hon. member imagined 
in pbcing those boys on b<>ard ships where the 
owners had a direct interest in pronding them
selves with boys who were able to P'Y a 
premium. He might mention that some time 
ago it was deemed desirable to have a training 
ship in our ports, where those boy< mi;;ht hwe 
the advantage of being trained to nautical 
pursuits, and per·baps in time be drafted into 
the Royal Navy. That seemed a very excellent 
idea, hut cold water wns thrown upon 1t l•y the 
Admiralty, who would not accept anyone in 
whose lives there had been the slightest tinge of 
criminality. They were very em[Jhatic in the 
matter, and although representations "ere made 
with the dew of drafdng off some of the younger 
boys nothing came of them. Doubtless a train
ing ehip wonld be a great boon, becanso, although 
not drafted int'r the Royall\avy, th~ lads n.1ght 
make very gond merchant seamen. 

J\ir. DU SSFO.KD : He lwped the Premier 
did not mettn to imply that tho,e boys were of 
criminal origin or had criminal in"tincts. 

The PnEmEI\: Certainly not. 
Jlilr. DUNBFORD: They had mainly gone 

wrong throu~h want of proper parental control. 
The system of placing one lad with one employer 
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and another with another was not a good one. 
The main object of a rnastH was to get as much 
work as he could out of the boys ; he did not 
train them up to a.nything, hut used them as 
employees. He believed in the establishment of 
a t r"ining ship, as suggested by the hon. member 
for Dalhy. That might he started on a small 
scale. There was the "Lucinda," which was at 
present absolutely useless. Let the Government 
utilise her for the purpose. The system had 
been found to work V<'\lY •atisfactorily in Sydney 
aud elsewhere. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLTO IN
STRUCTION: While he be ieved it would he a 
very good thing to train some of th•·se boys, the 
suggesti<>n that they should be trained on the 
"Ln"inct•" was hardly practicable. vVha•ever 
mighc be the present use of the "Lucinda," it 
would be folly to attempt to train sailors on a 
boat which had practically neither masts, nor 
yards, nor sails. 

Mr. McDONNELL: For a number of vears 
they had been promi~ed a Bill dealing with State 
children. \V !lS it the intention of the Govern· 
ment to •uhmit t h~t Bill this ses,ion? 

The PREMIER: Not this session. 
Question put and passed. 

WATER POLICE. 

The PREMIER moved that £1,415 be granted 
for salaries and contingencies, \Vater Police. 
The amount was the same as was voted last 
year. 

Question put and passed. 

BENEVOLENT ASYLUM, DUNWICH, 

The PREMIER moved that £13,897 be granted 
for salaries :tnd contingencies for the Benevolent 
Asylum at Dunwich. The tot:tl expenditure for 
last ye:tr was £13,231. The Estimate therefore 
showed an increase of £666, which was made up 
by one assistant. n1atron, a new appointinent, 
£40; one additional bo:ttman, £3B; a head 
attendant, £80; and an increase of £500 in con
tingencies, which included allowances to people 
in lieu of going to Dunwich. There was a small 
reduction in the wages of the ploughman. A new 
system had been introduced of late by which an 
allowance was made to aged people who had 
relati,·es who could afford to give thPm shelter, 
and it seemed to be working satisfactorily. The 
Government gave those people in many cases 
5s. a week to prev9nt them going- to Dunwich, 
and that was cheaper than allowing them to go 
Dunwich, while at the mme time it maintained 
them more in theit· own self-re,;;pect, and enabled 
them to 'pend their declining years among their 
friends and relatives. He thought the •ystem 
wa" a good one so lung as each case was 
thoroughly investigated. Even their best con· 
ducted systems w;Te liable to gross abuse unless 
they kept a very strict surveillance over the 
recipients of such charity. He was gratified to 
be able to tell hnn. members that the system 
had during the short time it had been in opera
tion relieved Dnnwich to such an extent that 
whereas it was propo"ed to erect two new wards 
there, one wonld now be sufficient; and with 
cuntinuou" vieilance the system was c:tpable of 
further ex<ensiun. Another matter to which he 
wi•hed to ref• ~" was the app••intment of a head 
attendant. Hitherto the warders had all been 
inm·ttes of the institution, and there was reason 
to believe now that the medical snperintendent 
should secure the services of a warder from out
side, who would he more respected and less 
suspected of ]>artiality hythe inmat<'s. Hon. mem· 
hers had ha<l opportunities of vi,iting the insti
tution, and he believed they would admit that Dr. 
Smith carried out the very arduous duties which 
devolved npon him as medical superintendent as 
satisfactorily as they could be done under the 

present system. Here again came in the question 
of removing the institution to the mainland, but 
on that point he had a very decided opinion. 
He held that it would be much better to keep the 
institution where it was; it was in a healthy 
position ; the people were well fed and well 
looked after, and if those aged persnns were 
removed to the mainland they would become a 
nuisance in the streets, and tire out the patience, 
perhaps, of those with whom they came in 
contact. 

Mr. GLASSEY entirely joined issue with the 
hon. gentleman with respect te the contirmance 
of the benevolent a~ylum at Dunwich. The 
only reason the hon. gentleman !!ave for keeping 
it wherp it was at present was that the inmates 
would become a nuisance in the streets and 
objectionable to the community, and he entirely 
disagreed with that statement. The site was no 
doubt a healthy onP, but life was not altogether 
made np of eating, sleeping, and knocking about 
a beach. Life was made up largely of association 
with friends occasionally, and social enjoyments, 
and if the institution were on the mainland 
many persons would very likely organise little 
parties for the entertainment of the inmates, 
take them baskets of fruit, sweets, and flowers, 
and supplirs of books, periodicals, and news
papers, from which they were now pretty well 
excluded. Of course they had an occasional 
concert :tt Dunwich, bnt that was not sufficient. 
He sincer·ely hoped that the proposed ,.,dditional 
ward would never be erected at Dunwich, but that 
the institution would be removed to the mainland. 
\Vhat could be more cheering than for these old 
people to have their friends visiting them, 
inviting them to their homes, and seeing that 
they were safely escorted back again? He 
thought the balance of argument and the 
balance of opinion would be in favour of the 
removal of the imtitution. He was pleased to 
hear the hon. member say that he had followed 
in the line adopted by his predecessurin granting 
allowances to aged persons rather than take 
them away from their relatives and friends. 
That was a step in the right direction, and, 
so far as his experience bad gone, it was 
the best method that could be adopted. 
There was another matter to which he wished 
to draw attention, and that was as to how 
far provision would he made to permit aged 
couples to live together at Dunwich. He was 
sure the hem. gentleman would agree with him, 
as his predecessor had done, that it was a mis
take to divide aged marned couples, and where· 
ever they could be kept together it would be very 
much better that they should be, and it was 
very much more humane. In some parts of 
the world, and particularly in Great Britain, 
arrangements had been made whereby all aged 
couples were permitted to live together, and in 
that they had the initiation of an old age 
pension system, which be thought a step in the 
right direction. He al~o hoped that the Home 
Secretary would not ask aged couples to go away 
from the localities where they had lived, and 
where they might have friends. 

The PRE:\11ER: 'fhe cottage system which 
had been discussed by his predecessor had not 
been carried out, for the reason th"t the system 
of making weekly payments had superseded it, 
and it w.s no longer so necessary. He was not 
at all convinced by the hon. mBmber that ibis 
institution should be removed to the mainland, 
although the hon. member had depicted in very 
effective language the greater comforts that 
might be ohtained. The hon. member over
looked the fact that this instituti1 n was very
largely a hospital a,R well as a benevolent asylum.. 
Unfortunately, a large number of the inmates 
were in such a condition that they could not. 
leave their beds, and certainly they would j;Je, 
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quite unable to enjoy the festivities the hon, 
member referred to. They wot!ld also be a 
severe infliction upon their relatives, if they could 
be found, which in many cases they could not. 
A great many cases were recei verl at Dun wich 
which the general and provincial hosiJitals had 
got tired of attending to, and from that point of 
view it was better that these people should be 
suffered to live out the evening of their lives 
where they were, in,tead of bein~ placed in the 
suburbs of their large cities. He wa• sure the 
position was healthier and freer--that they had 
nwre liberty there than they could possibly have 
in Brisbane, He was convinced after a calm 
view of the situation that they could not do 
better thaT! allow this institution to remain 
where it was, and to allow those who had friends 
willing to receive them a small weekly dole to 
relieve their necessitie,0. He might at once say 
that the whole of our charitable system would 
demand most serious consideration at an early 
date. Our method of granting relief was not 
being conducted upon altogether satisfactory 
lines; there ought to bEl more system in it. 
Since he had been in the department he had 
endeavoured to give relief in the most suitable 
form; but our charitable allowances were 
l\Ssuming very large proportions, and were a 
heavy charge upon the taxpayers. The poor were 
always with us, and they were increasing in pro
portion as the population increased. 

Mr. GLASSEY: But the rich are always with 
us, too. 

The PREMIER : Thi'l matter of charitable 
allowances was pressed more upun the attention 
of the Government here than upon that of Gre,<t 
Britain, because in the latter country there were 
large private benevolences, but in this colony all 
the cost fell upon the taxpayer, and he was 
convinced that in the near future some more 
satisfactory system would have to be introduced. 
Perhaps he was forecasting unnecessarily, and 
extending the discussion upon the Estimates, but it 
was a vast social problem which would have to 
be tackled at a not very distant datE". 

Mr. GLASSEY had not suggested the esr.ab
lishment of any institution where there would be 
entire freedom from restraint, Coming to the 
qnGstion of warders, they should have someone 
with greater authority to look after the inmates 
than the ordinary inmates. The system that had 
been adopted by the board of guardians in 
England, of which he had been a member, and 
which had worked admirably, was that the 
inmates were graded. The very old inmates 
were placed in the cha1·ge of others not so old and 
who were possessed of some Pducation and intel
ligence, while a number of other patients who were 
less infirm were placed in the charge of others 
':~:hose who had the charge of the very infirm were 
given a ~mallannualremuneration, and were!{iven 
separate q11arters and cooked their own food, 
and from the fact that they did not need to mix 
with the other inmates they wielded greater 
authority than they would have possessed if they 
had been treated e>;actly as ordinary inmates. 
At the same time he did not disapprove of the 
employment of one or two persons to snparintend 
the institution and see that discipline was main
tained and at the same time that kindness and 
benevolence were displayed. If the system he 
spoke of was not in vogue in Dunwicb, he 
suggested that it might be tried, as it worked 
very well in England, 

The PREMIER could not say that Dunwich 
was worked on parallel lines with the institution 
wioh which the hon. member had been connected 
in England, but there had virtually been an 
attempt at the system, ina~much as nur;es and 
certain imnates WE)re appointed as ward~men. 
The object they had in view in appointing 
warders who were not inmates was that they 

might have a general supervision of the whole, 
and see that the inmate warders performed their 
duties satisfactorily, and that they were sup
porte<l in their authority by someone vossessed of 
more :tuthority than the inmates. He did n'lt 
know that he could promise any reformation of 
the systen•, as Dunwich was hardly on the same 
lines as the institutions in England to which the 
hem. member had referred. It was more a hos
pital than a bpnevo]nnt asylum. There were a 
variety of diseases which required medical treat
ment and trained nurses, ani it would be practi
cally impossihle to allow the different wards to do 
their own cooking. 

1\lr. GLASSEY: The hon. gentleman bad 
missed the pnint. The inmates were ~raded 
accoroing to infirmity. The more infirm were 
placed under the charge of the stronger and 
more intelligent inmate", who exercieed consider
able authority in consequence of their not Ulixiug 
with the orc!inary inmates. The institutions of 
Great Britain were al8o in the nature of hospitals, 
so that they were exactly simil>tr to Dunwich. 
Those who were placed in charge of the older 
inmates received a small allowance, were given 
separate quarters, and cooked their own food
but did not cook the food of those under their 
charge. 

The PREMIER : To a certain extent the 
inmates of Dunwich were clas"ified. They were 
not classified according to age, because they were 
all on the shady side of fifty, so that there was 
no necesBity for it ; but they were clas,ified 
according to the condition of their health, or 
disease, or whatever it might be. The only 
difference was that the inmate warders had not 
a separate table, but messed along- with those in 
their own wards. He attached some value to 
the suggestions of the hon. member on account 
of his experience, and when he had an op!JOr
tunity of considering the matter with Dr. Smith 
he would see if anything cou:d be done, 

Mr. KERR said that yesterday a blind man 
had arrived in Brisbane from the ·w~stern dis
tricts seeking admission to Dunwicb. When he 
(Mr. Kerr) was at Malvern Hills some two 
months ago this man was there, and the shearers 
made a collectiun for him. It appeared that une 
of the conditions imposed upon applicants for 
admi<sion to Dunwich was that their applica
tions had to be signed by two house holde• s, and 
the man, not being aware of that requirement, 
had not had his -application attested by two 
householders in the district where he was 
known. He called on him (Mr. Kerr) yester
day, and told him that the only person in 
Brisbane whom he knew was the h•'n. member 
for Cook, whom he had known many years ago 
in the North, but he (Mr. Kerr) had not been 
able to find the hon. member. He had only 
known the man for two month•, so that he did 
not know whether he would be admitted. He 
had not much money, so tbat, instead of stop
ping at an hotel or a boarding- house, he had go1_1e 
to the immigration depot. He thought that m 
the case of a blind man, who was unable to earn 
a livelihood, he ought to !!ain admi<sion without 
insi•ting on his papers being signed by two 
hou<eho!<lers. 

'rhe PREMIER thought it was a vPry reason
able request to make that applicants for 
Dnnwich· ohould be recommended by some 
person who ha•l known them. They should be 
able to show that they had lived in the colony 
and had not crnH<ed the border yester,'ay, and 
ap!Jlied for admi-sion to Dunwich to-morrow. 
Instances of that sort had occurred, and 
Dunwich had such a good reputation that there 
were many persons who would go thPre if they 
could get in without any examination. Tbe 
medical officer, Dr. Wray, had to exercise the 
strictest supervision, and it was not at all 
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unreasonable that the papers should be certified 
tn by the police m•gistrate of the district from 
which the applicant had come, or by two house 
holders who had known him. That had been a 
regulation of long standing ; it was a very proper 
one, and he eaw no reason to depart from it. 

Mr. KERR: The applicant in the case men
tioned wa< a stranger to Brisbane and was not 
aware of the regulation. In addition to that he 
was blind and could not get about. He had 
given all the necessary information at the immi· 
gration dep6t, and in such cases there ought to be 
some means whereby such a person could be 
immediately admitted to Dunwich. 

The PRE:\1IER wished that the man had 
applied to any other member of Parliament but 
the hon. member for Barooo, because if he had 
he would have received such advice as would 
have afforded him relief at once. Any other hon. 
member would have told him to go straight to 
the department. From there he would have 
been taken to the dep6t and kept there until all 
the necessary papers had been sent to the district 
from which he said he came; and if everything 
was found to be as represented he would undergo 
a medical examination and be pas,ed on to 
Dunwich. How was the doctor to kno.v whether 
the case was ban<! fide unless those preliminaries 
were gon8 through ? The applicant in the mean· 
time was well housen and fed and looked 
after, and under those humane e:mditions he 
did not think there was the slightest cause of 
com].Jlaint or reason for occupying the time of 
the Committee over such a matter. 

Mr. KERR: There was no occasion for the 
Premier to get his hair off. As a ma•ter of fact 
the applicant knew no other member than him
self, and he had taken him to the dep6t where 
he was well treated by Mr. Brenan. There 
ought., however, to be means by which persons 
could be admitted more readily to Dunwich. 

The PREMIER : It is a Yery proper regulation, 
and I am not going to dispense with it. 

Mr. McMASI'ER was rather survrised that 
the ho·1, member had not taken the man to the 
Under Secretary's office at oncP, where an order 
would have been given for his admis"ion to the 
dep6t until snch time as proper inqniries had 
been made. He had bad numbers of applieants 
for admis,ion b Dunwich, and hR never found 
any difficulty in getting them into the dep6t in 
the first instance. He th,ught the regulation 
requiring inqniries to he made wus a very whole
some one, and it should be adhered b. 

Mr. TURLEY W[l,S glad to hear thrtt the hon. 
gentleman waR going to m akA some difference in 
regard to the warders at Dunwich, becau,e a 
great deal of dissat.i,faction hrtd existed in the 
in"titution fc,r some time past in connection with 
one of the inmates who had been appointed 
warder. Numbers r.f complamts had come 
under the notice of the superintendent, and he 
had invariably glossed them over as far as lay 
in his power. He would give one instance. 'l'he 
person who wus head warder had a reputation 
for not being particularly easy with people who 
were old and helple,s and required assistance. 
There was an old inmate of the institution who 
was very h~lpless and who was suffering a great 
deal, and the warder t•,ld this man that be 
would not only have to get UlJ and do certain 
things, but he beat him with a stick. The patient 
made every effort to get away, but the fact was 
that sonn afterwards it wa,; recognised th"t he 
was so helpless, and suffered so mnch, that he 
had to be put in a ward in 1 he local ho,pital. 

The PREMIER : \Vhen did this occur? 
Mr. TURLEY: Not so long ago. A son of 

this old person visited him not Ion>{ afterwards, 
and was told what had occurred, and he thought 
the best thin!! the father could do was to see if 

the law would not protect him. He therefore 
gave the father a sufficient amount to take out a 
summ•ms against the wardsman, but when an 
application was made to the local clerk of petty 
sessions, and the money was tendered, he abso· 
lutely refused to issue the summons until he 
could get the permission of the superintendent. 
The matter was afterwards brought before the 
dsiting· justice, but nothiPg came of it. Other 
cases had been brought under his notice, 
and he believed the statements made to him 
were facts. It seemed to him that not too much 
responsibility should be placed on the shoulders 
of in motes who might be given some little duty 
to perform, and he was glad the Premier was of 
opinion that it was necp,;sary to have persons 
paid to look after the old people in the institution. 
He thought the hrm. gentleman n.ightgo further, 
and see that more than one was employed to 
render all the as~i~tance that could be rendered 
to those old people, who required as much care 
and attention as Pould be given to them. 

Mr. CROSS was in a vosition to verify to a 
great extront the statements made by the hon. 
member for South Brisbane. He had visited 
Dunwich on several occasions, and he had heard 
a series of very serious statements made in 
regard to the conduct of a warder named Farrell. 
He remembered visiting Dunwich on one 
occasion when a poor emaciated specimen of 
humanity on the steamer was so helpless that he 
had to be assisted to the wharf, and he requested 
this Mr. FarTell to be good enough to pay 
attention to the poor fellow. The warder spoke 
in such a brutal off-handed manner as to raise 
his temper. The poor fellow was taken on a 
trolly and left at the entrance to the asylum a 
consirlerable t.ime, and treated in a manner dis
grae..ful to the institution. He bad called the 
attentir•n of the Home Secretary to the matter, 
but n.1tbing had come of it. He C<JUid assure 
the hon. gentleman that it would pay to appoint 
a select committee to examine into the conduct 
of the whole asylum. He wa~ not accustomed 
to stand up and make statements which he 
had not good reason to believe were true, 
and he could assure the Premier that if he 
would consent to the appointment of a select 
corr,mittee hon. members would be startled at 
the very serious charges which persons were 
prer ared to come forward and substantiate. 
He gave the hon. gentleman credit for believing 
that the institution was conducted on the most 
~atisfactory line8, but that was not the reputa
tion it had in the eyes of a large number of 
the inmates with whom be had come in contact, 
and he thought that if a select committee was 
appointed at an early date the hon. gentleman 
would find great ocope for his humanitarian 
sympathies. How far the charges might be 
true be did not know, but he could easily 
imagine that the visiting justice, the Hon. 
B. B. l\'Ioreton, did not readily lend his ear to 
every complaint made. He could also under
stand that in such an institution t.be complaints 
might be both frivolous and numerous, but he 
was prerared to produce writing over the signa· 
tures of inmates who w0uld give evidence and 
bring other inmates to substantiate very seriou• 
charges. Mr. DANIELS had also received tb~ same 
story from people down at Dunwich, upon whose 
word be could rely. It was not once t.hat this 
warder Farre 11 had abused the inmates, hut 
time after time, and he bad got a lot of the poor 
old people so cowed t bat they were afraid to 
make a. complaint against him. In the event of 
the Premier appointing a selRct committee of 
inqmry he was certain that the chHrges made 
by the hon. member for South Brisbane, and 
endorsed by. the hon. member for Clermont, 
would be proved up to the hilt. 
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The PREMIER: Dr. Smith had hitherto to 
work with hU0h materials as were at his disposal. 
The warder referred to had, he believed, not 
acted discreetly on all occasions, but it was in
tended that he should be removed from that 
position and an independent warder appointed. 
'Where 1,200 old people were collected together 
there wa" likely to be a great deal of grumbling, 
but if they were tCt li.<ten to a'l the grumblers 
they would have a very lively time of it. He 
could employ the entire House on commis
sions to inqnire into frivolom comphints. Let 
the hnn. member for Clermont and ot.hers who 
had distinct charges to make put them into black 
and white, and he would have them influired 
into. The position of the medical superintendent 
would not be worth occupying if he was to 
be subjected to a parliamentary commis,ion of 
inquiry into the frivolous complaints of elderly 
pe<>ple who had nothing to do but to gossip and 
c.1mplain, and when they saw a stranger there to 
pour into his ears their tale of woe. Members 
of Parliament were awfully sympathetic when 
they visited our public institutions. It was too 
good an opportunity to be missed : it furnished 
them with pabulum for their speeches here. 
While he did uot think for a moment that there 
were cases that ought not to be investigated, yet 
to appoint a parliamentary commission to inquire 
into every rumour circulated woulcl render the 
life of the superintendent intolerable, and would 
dimini8h his authority in conducting such a 
very large establi<hment. It was his duty, 
as head of the department, to support the 
superintendent's authority, but if charges 
were brought before him in a concrete form he 
would have them promptly inquired into. Many 
inquiries had been made by the visiting justice, 
by Dr. Wray, and by Mr. Jlilurray, the police 
magistrate, and they had all ended in one con
clusion-that the source of all those troubles was 
the discontent of many of the old people them
selves, who, although well housed, well fed, and 
properly taken care of, considered themselves 
very ill-used individuals indeed. 

Mr. HAMILTON: h was only natural to 
suppose that where there were 1,000 decrepit old 
men whose lives were a blank many of them 
should be irritable and complaining; and on 
that account they ought to be dealt with very 
tenderly. Two or three days ago he met a very 
old Northern miner who had just left the 
e8tablishment, and who told him that during the 
whole of his stay there he had been treated 
remarkably well; and he had letters from other 
inmates which related a similar experience. 
Nevertheless, when they heard specific state
ments like that made by the hon. member for 
South Brisbane it was their duty to investigate 
them. He believed that particular charge had 
been inquired into, and it would be interesting 
if the Home Secretary would inform them of the 
investigation, or lay on the table the evidence so 
that they could form their own conclusions. 

Mr. CROSS : The Premier's reply did more 
credit to his loyalty to his officers than to his 
common sense, and while he appreciated his 
loyalty, he could not give him credit for dis
criminate and humanitarian principles. The 
hon. gentleman's statement that hon. members 
on that side vbited public instituti,ns for the 
purpose of !(etting pabulum for their speeches 
did not apply to himself. He was not in the 
habit of making frivolous statements there which 
were baselesg, and would repeat that if the hon. 
gentleman would appoint a select committee
not a Roval CommisHion-which would cost the 
country iJOthing, he would find thosecha•ges "ub
stantiated. He wanted no commisson to mqnire 
into the management of Dunwich. Dr. Smith 
was only human, and like all gentlemen who had 
been many years in an official posieion he might 

have got into a humdrum, monotonous, narrow 
groove. It was very likely that his ear hadli~tened 
to so many complaints that it had become dnll 
and insensible to a genuine grievance, and the 
refusal of the Prem'er to appoint a committee to 
inquire into the matter did not refl•,ct credit on 
his humanity. At any ratH he resenr.ed the 
statement that members on his •ide listened to 
those tales of woe simply for the purp<"e of 
getting smnething to occupy the attention of the 
Commtttee. 

Mr. DANIELS objected to the statement that 
members on his side got their information from 
old men whose br<1ins had become weak and who 
would grumble. The person he got his informa
tion from was not old enough for his brain to have 
become weak, and as a mat'er of fact he believed 
hi< brain was quite as 'trong as that of the hon. 
gentleman himself. 

Mr. NEW ELL did not know either Dr. Smit.h 
or Mr. Farrell, bnt he knew two or three inmates 
at Dunwich, and had vi,ited the institution and 
received letters fr •m there, hut no such tidings 
of woe had reached him as had been related by 
hnn. members on the other side of the H.mse. 
Hi,; principal business in going there Wds to 
inquire how the inmates of the institution were 
treater1, and every one he spoke to «aid it was a 
splendid place for old pe•>ple. At the same time 
they s<id there were some people there who 
would grumble no matter what was done for 
them, but that as far as they themselves were 
concerned they had no room to glUmble. Within 
the last week he had received a letter from one 
of the inmates, who, while saying th11t he would 
rather be outside if he could obtain some light 
employ111en t, stated that he found no fault with 
the institution. 

Mr. TURLEY did not know what the 
PrP.mier meant when he said that members 
made insinuation~ about things th>tt had tr•ns
pired. He (Mr. Turley) made no insinuations, 
and was not in tbe habit o£ doing so, but what 
he said he said straightforwardly. If the system 
under Dr. Smith was as good and was working 
as sm'>othly as the hon. gentlemm said it was, 
and the complairtts were only the grumblings of 
old people who had no real cause of complaint, 
what had induced the hon. gentleman to make 
a change in the appointment of the wardsman? 
He might tell the boo. gentlem~n that he had 
not been to Dunwich for two year«, but those 
statements were brought to him, aud when he 
believed them to be true he would mention 
them on the floor of the House whether the 
hon. gentlem~n liked. it or not. The hou. 
gentleman sairi it was not right that any 
person in charge of an institution of that sort 
should be in terror of a parliamentary inquiry, 
and that he was satisfied with a departmental 
inquiry. He (Mr. Turley) did not value the 
hon. gentleman's departmental inquiries a snap 
of the finger. He got a departmentttl inquiry 
in connection with that ins·itution about two 
years ago, but it was worth nothing, because 
the persons who came up to give evidence were 
absolutely afraid to open their mouths. If every
thing in connection with a pub:ic institution was 
ritsht, then the sut>erintendent, or whoever might 
be in charge of it, had nothin~ to fear from any 
inquiry by a parliamentary c mmittee or other
wi,e. It was only when s >rne things exi-ted 
which it was th-mght better not to bring to light 
that an inquiry was fea.red. 

Mr. HA:VIILTO'N thought that if specific 
charges were made in connecti•m with the insti
tur.ion, which appeared to have •ome truth abuut 
them, the Premier wonld cause an inqniry to be 
held. He did not know whether he was correct, 
but he understood the hon. gentleman to say that 
an inquiry had been held into the conduct of the 
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warder, who had been accused of hitting a man 
with a stick; but if no such inquiry had been 
held, then it ought to take pla~e. He wag sure 
the hon. member for South Brisbane would have 
no objection to specify the charge. 

Mr. TvRLEY : I will give him the name and 
everything. 

Mr. HAMILTON : Then the Premier had 
promised that any specific charge would be 
inquired into. He had just been informed by an 
officer of the House th·tt he had lately received 
p1ivate letters from Mr. Byrne, who once held 
a prominent position on the Han;;w·d staff. And 
here he might say that it was a diFgrace to the 
House that it should allow an old parliamentary 
officer to be in such a position. The House 
should adopt the rule of the House of Commons, 
and look after its own officers. If it did that, 
Mr. Byrne would not be in Dunwich. However, 
Mr. Byrne, upon whose word they could all rely, 
had written stating that Dr. Smith was kindness 
itself to everybody about him, and was always 
ready to get up at any hour in the night to attend 
to inmates. 

Mr. TvRLEY : No one said anything to the 
contrary. 

Mr. HAMILTON: He was giving thA state
ment of a man who was well able to form an 
opinion_ Charges had been made against Dr. 
Smith by members who had not given the names 
of the1r informants; but he had given the name 
of a gentleman who had spoken in the higheBt 
tern.s of Dr. Smith. It was only fair that both 
sides should be stated. 

The P HEl'vllER said he had no desire to 
conceal anything or prevent a proper inquiry 
being held whenever any concrete charge was 
made. With regard to the charge that ·a man 
had been struck with a stick, there had been an 
inquiry into that already, and if hon. members 
would call at his office he would be quite willin!4 
to let them read the report. Although he could 
not gather any sp<ocitic charge from what had 
been said, he might say that one or two matters 
had been investigated, but it was found that 
they generally originated in some grumbling on 
the part of the inmates. Any charges that hon. 
members might formulate would be ii,quired into, 
provided t.hey did not go back too far. 

Mr. TURLEY : What was the result of the 
inquiry into the case I have mentioned? 

'l'he PREMIER had not the papers bef01e 
him, but if the hon. member would call at the 
office he would be glad to show them to him. 
He wished to satisfy hon. members as well as 
him&el£ as to the soundness or otherwise of such 
charges. 

:Mr. Tt;RLEY : Is it not in consequence of the 
number of complaints that the system is being 
altered? 

The PH.EMIER : Distinctly not. The warder 
who had been referred to seemed to have ex
htbited a lack of judgment, and doubtless had 
created feelings of ai,tagonism and animosity 
which a little nwre experience would not Lave 
aroused. Hp also thought the system of having 
a paid warder instead of appointing an inmate 
to the position was wunder and was capable of 
further extension. He did not thiuk the hon. 
member fc,r South Brisbane would impugn the 
honour and ability of Mr. lVImTay, who inquired 
into the case. 

Mr. TDRLEY: I did not attempt anything of 
the kind. What I said was that at one depart
mental inquiry the witnesses seemed to be afraid 
to open their months. 

The PREMIER thought the hon. member 
said he did not place any value upon a depart
mental inquiry. 

Mr. TURLEY: For that reason. 
The PREMIER thought an inquiry conducted 

by Mr. Murray would be satisfactory. 

Mr. JACKSON: Although the system of 
granting a small weekly allowance to aged 
persons might work very well near Brisbane, he 
did not think it would work very well in the case 
of those living a considerable distance from the 
capital. He would be very glad if the Premier 
would tell them whether the system had been 
applied to such cases or not. 

The PREMIER : Yes, it has. 
Mr. J ACKSON : It was only with consider

able difficulty that the Government could be 
inducecl to make this allowance, small as it 
was. What he particularly wished to say was 
that there should be some system of decentra
lisation. Dr. Smith pointed out in one of 
his reports that Dunwich was so overcrowded 
that it was scarcely healthy. Of course it would 
be relieved somewhat under the new system, 
which would render it nnnecessary to build 
new wards ; but in spite of that, the sooner 
they adopted a system of decentralisation the 
bet.ter. lt was far better that people who lived 
in the far North and West should not be taken 
from the places where they had made friends, 
but of course he quite recognised that such a place 
as Dunwich would be always necessary, although 
50 per cent. of the people there would be able to 
take advantage of a system of old age pensions, 
and the institution "ould be relieved to that 
extent. The ot.her 50 per cent. required medical 
treatment, and would have to be maintained in 
an asylum, so that a pension system would not 
apply to them. Dr. S'Tiith m~de two sugges
tions. One was that benevolent wards might be 
established in connection with the hospitals. 
That was a good idea, although it might be too 
elaborate to adopt. 1f that system could not be 
adopted, then an asylum might be established in 
the North or \Vest, as Dunwich was not suitable 
to everyone. The see~ coast did not agree with 
everyone, and at Dunwich they were rather 
unpleasantly situated in the vicinity of St. 
Helena and the leper and quarantine stations. 
If an asylum was built in the West it might be 
the means of prolonging the lives of many poor 
people. 

The PREMIER : \Vhen t!oe colony became 
more closely populated it would be time enough 
to c msider the advisableness of establishing 
other asylums. The relief granted to the aged 
destitute was not confined to Brisbane, but was 
given throughout the colony. In fact he believed 
the majority of those who were liberated from 
the institution, and an allowance made to their 
friends for their support, went into the interior. 

Mr. DANIELS could not see why thlil Premier 
slwuld object to shifting the institution from 
Dunwich. t was a grave blunder to ever place 
it there. At least one-half the men at Dunwich 
were able to do a certain amount of work, and 
if they were placed on good agricultural land and 
given improved farming machinery they would be 
able to make the institution nearly, if not quite, 
self-supporting. 

'l'he PREMIER : Will yon employ them? 

Mr. DANIELS : People would not employ 
labourers if they happened to have grey hairs, and 
so they were cnrnpelled to go where they could 
get food. :Farming was not so laborious as it 
used to be, as a great deal of it could be done 
sitting. An a.ttempt had been made at Dunwich 
to drain some land to cultivate, but the place 
selected was below the level of the salt water, 
and when the tide rose the salt water ran through 
the sand. The men had been working for 
months in trying to drain that land, while the 
Government had plenty of good agricultural 
land where they might be profitably employed. 
If the hon. gentleman would not shift the insti
tution the time would come when it would have 
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to be shifted, because it would be a continual 
drain on the State as long as it remained in its 
present position. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : At present many cases of 
incurable consumption were sent to Dunwich, 
and it seemed unfortunate that those persons 
should be sent there to mix with the other 
inmates, whose liveo would thus be shortened. 
It was intended, he understood, to build a con
sumptive hospital at Dalby, and he hoped those 
patients would be sent to other parts o£ the 
colony or be separately treated at Dun wich. 

The PREMIER : There is a separate ward at 
Dunwich. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: His information was 
different. The consumptives did not sleep with 
other patients certainly, but they ate at the 
same table and mixed with them. Besides, in 
his opinion, the damp climate was not suitable 
for consumptives. 

The PREMIER would be very glad if the 
local hospitals would keep their consumptive 
patients, but they declined to do so, and some
thing must be done with the unfortunates. 
There was a separate ward in Dunwich for con
sumptives, but the patients mixed with one 
another just as persons in Queen street did. 
The hospital at Dalby was not intended for 
incurable consumptives, but merely for those in 
the first stages of the disease for whom there was 
some hope of ultim:tte cure. It was not intended 
to load up the Dalby hospital with all the 
incurable consumptive patients in Queensland. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: If special treatment was 
nec.,smry for consumptives, and the climate in 
their re,pecti ve districts did not suit them, was 
it not natural that they should find their way to 
Brisbane and use what influence they had to 
obtain admission to consumptive hospitalo, where 
they would receive special treatment. If it was 
to be understood that comsumptives were not to 
be received at the consumptive hospital but that 
the Premier desired them to remain in their own 
localities, and that if they made their way to 
Brisbane they would be sent to Dunwich--' 

The PREMIER: If destitute. 
Mr. DUNSFORD: Then he thought that was 

a very unsatisfactory statement to make to the 
Committee. 

Mr. FITZGERALD pointed out that a great 
deal of legislation had been introduced by the 
Government since they had been in office, but it 
chiefly consisted of Bills dealing with diseases in 
stock. There was legislation for ticks, rabbits, 
the extension of pastoral leases, and quite a 
variety of other matters--

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is not 
in order iu referring to those matters. The 
question before the Committee is the vote for 
the Dunwich Benevolent Asylum. 

Mr. FITZGERALD wished to pointoutthat, 
while they spent a vast amount of time in 
legislating for animals which had no future 
existence, the poor unfortunate human being was 
neglected, and the Government paid no attention 
to the old pioneers of the colony. The Premier 
tried to push aside the arguments of the junior 
member for Charters Towers, but there were the 
circumstances all the same; a.nd he did not think 
that hon. members on the Ministerial bench really 
wished to assist those people at Dunwich at all. 

Question put and passed. 
STEAMER " OTTER." 

The PREMIER moved that £3,339 be granted 
for the steamer" Otter." Hon. gentlemen were 
aware that this estimate had been divided, the 
steamer '' Ln~inda" being in the Chief Secre
tary's Department, and the "Otter" in the 
Department of the Home Secretary. 
, ~uestiou put and passed. 

The House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported 
progress, and the Committee obtained leave to 
sit again to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at five minutes past 11 
o'clock. 




