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[ASSEMBLY.] Question.

WEDNESDAY, 12 OcToBER, 1898,

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3
o’clock.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.
CHANGES IN THE (fOVERNMENT.

The PREMLIER: It is my duty to inform
the House that there have been certain
chaoges made in the distribution of Minis-
terial portfolios, and that to-day His Excel-
lency has been pleased to approve of the
following changes:—I have relinquished the
office of Home Secretary, and have been
appointed Chief Secretary of Queensland ; the
Hon. Justin Fox Greenlaw Foxton has relin-
quished the portfolio of Public Lands and has
been appointed Home Secretary ; and the Hon.
James Vincent Chataway has been appointed
Secretary for Public Lands as well as Secretary
for Agriculture. In addition, I may mention
that the Hon. George Wilkie Gray, a member
of the Legislative Council, has been called to be
a member of the Xxecutive Council of Queens-

land.
QUESTION,
Stock TRAVELLED FROM HsK TO NORMANBY,

Mr, LEAHY asked the Secretary for Agri-
culture— i

1. Has any information reached him lately as to the
present condition of the stock travelled from Esk to Nor-
manby, which were refcrred to on a motion for the ad-
journment of the House lately hy the honourable
member for Rosewood ?

2. 1F so, what is the nature of such report or infor-
mation, and, if a report, will he lay the same on the
table of the House?
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
replied—

1. Yes.

2. A report has been received, dated 7th October,
from Inspector Il T. Hancock, in which, after detailing
the distribution in paddocks of the 1,127 head of
cattle, he says-—

I rode through the Bald Ridges and made a careful
inspection of the bullocks, but could see nothing to
cause the least suspicion; but, to make sure, had 110
head through the crush, with the result that I found
two (2) serub ticks, and in no case was there a mark
on the skin that would lead one to suspect that a cattle
tick had ever been there. The 110 head were a fair
average lot, and I have no hesitation in saying these
particular cattle are clean. I also weut through the
205 head now in the ** Washpool ”’ paddock with a like
result.

OFFICIALS IN PARLIAMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
FirsT READING.

On the motion of the PREMIER leave was
given to introduce a Bill to an.end the Officials
in Parliament Act of 1896,

The PREMIER : Imove that the Bill be now
read a first time.

Mr. LEAHY : Before you put the guestion
I would say that it is not altogether unusual for
the Minister in charge of a Bill of this
momentous nature to give an explanation on its
first reading. 1 admist it is not the practice, but
I do not think it is exactly out of order. Itis
done in the House of Commons —-

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is
entirely out of order under our Standing Orders,
No discussion can take place at this stage.
Besides he should remember that this motion
has been called “ formal.”

Question put and passed; and the second
reading of the Bill made an Order of the Day
for to-morrow.

ELECTIONS BILL.

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was
resolved—

That the Iouse will, at ils next sitting, resolve itself
into a Comnittee of the Whole to consider the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the Llections Acts,
1885 to 1897.

TOWNSVILLE MUNICIPAL LOAN
ACT REPEAL BILL.

On the motion of the TREASURER, it was
resolved—

That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itscif
into a Committee of the Wlhole to consider the desir-
ableness of introducing a Bill to repeal the Townsville
Munieipal Loan Act of 1897,

CAIRNS GAS COMPANY BILL,
SELECT COMMITTEE.

On the motion of Mr, DRAKE, it was re-
solved—

1. That the Cairns Gas Company Limited, Bill,
be referred for the consideration andreport of a Select
Committee.

2. That such commiitee have power to send for
persons and papers, and leave to sit daring any adjourn-
ment of the House ; and that it consist of the following
members :—Mr. Lissner, Mr. Dawson, Mr. Smith, Mr.
Jenkinson, and the mover.

RABBIT BOARDS ACT AMENDMIENT
BILL.

Secoxp READING,

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G.
Foxton): It is not necessary, I think, that I
should occupy the time of the House ab any very
great length in moving the second reading of this
Bill, because on a recent oceasion, when the hon,
member for Balonne introduced a motion ex-
pressing a desire that the whole question of
rabbit destruction should be more completely
nationalised, as he put it, than it has bsen hereto-
fore, I took the opportunity of forecasting the
natureof this Bill, and of giving hon. members, so
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far as I was then able to do it, an outline of its
provisions, more especially of those which may
be regarded «s the leading features of the mea-
sure, However, for the information of those
members who were not here at that time,
and who have not had an opportunity of
reading what was said on that occasion, it
may be as well to premise that in my opinion,
and in the opinion of the Government, the ques-
tion with which this Bill deals is one which really
affects the welfare of the colony to a very large
extent. It is true that the rabbits are not in
every man’s backyard, and that they do not affect
him directly—that is, thepeople who are resident
in the towns; but anything which materially
affects or diminishes the power of production of
one of our great industries must necessarily
react upon the whole colony, no matter what the
industry may be thatis more particularly affected.
Our present system of combating the advance-
ment of rabbits is one upon which we may
fairly congratulate ourselves, but at the
gsame time it is far from perfect; and, as I
sald on a previous occasion, it willbe a long time
before this House hears the last of the rabbit
question. It is one which, like the poor, will be
always with us—at least as far as we can judge.
All that we can hLope to do, as far as one can
foresee at present, 1s to pass such measures as
will enable the Executive effectively to cope with
theadvancing pest and keep it in check. I believe
that theexperience, notonly of thiscolony, butalso
of the southern colonies, shows that this can be
done ; but it can only be done by measures
which by some hon. members and by some
people throughout the colony may be considered
to be more or less drastic. Nevertheless we have
the rabbits with us, and under our system
of combating them they are gradually gain-
ing ground—they are mnot only increasing
in numbers where they are already, but they
are spreading. I am very thankful to be able to
say that the system of rabbit-netting which we
bhave adopted—at a very considerable cost to the
Treasury, both directly and indirectly—has had
the effect of reducing the spread of the pest
to what may almost be considered a minimum
compared with what might have been the case,
and what certainly would have been the case had
those fences never besn erected. However,
rabbit-netting fences, no matter how complete
may be their reticulations, must be regarded only
as the first step. Destruction within those
fences 1s unquestionably essential if we are going
to preserve the magnificent pastures of this
great colony, and I may mention that the lead-
ing feature of this Bill 1s to provide more effec-
tively for the compulsory destruction of rabbits
by private owners. At present there is un-
questionably a great deal of destruction being
carried on, both by the rabbit boards and by pri-
vate individuals who have holdings within rabbit
districts but there are certain localities in which
destruction is not being carried on as vigorously
as it ought to be In the best interests of the
colony, and in the best interests of the people
who are more immediately concerned. The man
who has had the enterprise to go to the expense
of fencing in his holding with rabbit-netting,
either by obtaining the netting from the Govern-
ment under the liberal provisions which are in
force, or by providing the netting at his own
expense, is now the only person who can ke
compelled by any official authority under
law to destroy the rahbits on his holding.
Hon. members will essily see why a limitation
was placed in the Acts now in force, for if men
were compelled to destroy rabbits on unenclosed
land they might be destroying, not only their
neighbours’ rabbits, but also_rabbits which had
come there from unoccupied Crown lands, The
only way in which that can be remedied, and the
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compulsory clauses made to operate in such a ! acting upon the advice of the central board, of

way that every private holder shall be brought
within their scope, is by the Government itself
undertaking toact in regard to unoccupied Crown
lands in exactly the same way as it desires private
holders to act with regard to the lands which are
held by them—that is to say, the Government
should take upon themselves the duty of
destroying rabbits on unoccupied Crown lands
and reserves—Ifor these should be included too,
because so far as our legislation has gone, it is no
part of the duty of the Jocal authorities to destroy
rabbits on the reserves placed under their control
for public pnurposes, such as camping and water
reserves. I may say, therefore, that the leading
feature of the Bill is to make the compulsory
clauses apply, not only to those holdings which
are occupied by men of enterprise, and who are
keeping the rabbits in check by fencing, but to
make them apply to all unfenced lands, whether
in the occupation of private lessees or of free-
holders wherever rabbits are found, the State
undertaking to do its share in exactly the
same manner in regard to public lands
which are unoccupied. I believe if that is
done, there will be far greater encouragement
for men to fence, because there will be a
confidence on the part, not only of freeholders,
but of Crown lessees that the Government itself
is prepared to deal with the matter in an effective
way, and in such a way as to keep the rabbits in
check wherever they may be found. T mentioned
on the last occasion on which I spoke on the
subject, that so far as I was aware the com-
pulsory clauses had not been enforced by the
local boards. The local boards—of which there
are some half-dozen—have the administration
of this portion of the law relating to rabbits
as it now stands, I mentioned then that,
so far as it had come to my Fknowledge—of
course it may not be an actual faet— but
so far as my kpowledge extends, it is a fact
that these compulsory clauses have not been
enforced. 1 understand that in some of the
rabbit districts exception has been taken tu the
statement, although I have not heard that I was
wrong in supposing they had not been enforced.
I should perhaps have added that in one or two
districts the destruction has heen carrvied on
with such vigour by the local boards, and by the
pastoral lessees within their jurisdiction, that
there was really no reason to put those clauses in
force at all, and that was really the reason why
it had not been dons, I ought to mention that
in justice to those boards which have displayed
the greatest vigour in the matter of coping with
the pest. Notwithstanding that, I think the
provision in the Bill which takes out of the hands
of the local boards the power of compelling
holders and occupiers of land to destroy
rabbits on their holdings will be found a
good one. It is proposed to transfer that
power to the Minister, acting on the re-
eommendation of the Central Rablit Board.
Of course it may be a very invidious thing
to say, but one cannot shut one’s eyes to the fact
that in many instances the compulsory clauses
might be regarded by individual Jessees as being
rather bard uprm them. A man might be called
upon to expend a considerable sum of money in
the destruction of rabbits, perhaps in a bad
season, or when thirgs were not too bright with
him financially, and he might endeavour to bring
pressure to bear upon the members of the board.
In fact, the members of the local boards might
have a freling for him which might induce them
not to be too hard in compelling him to destroy
rabbits. But, inasmuch as the non-destruction
of the rabbits becomes a national evil, they
unquestionably should be destroyed, and it is
therefore advisable to transfer the power to
enforce the compulsory clauses to the Minister,

which the Minister is chairman, and which, I
may say, is constituted of gentlemen who, so far
as it is possible to arrange it, are more or less
representatives of the different rabbit districts.

Mr. Frrzemranp: Why can’t the central
board do it without bringing in the Minister?

The HOME SECRETARY: I think it is
better to have executive authority, I certainly
think it should be an official act ; and there are
sufficient safeguards against oppression in pro-
viding that it shall be done on the recommenda-
tion of the central board. Of course the
Minister is chairman of the board, and it is my
invariable practice to preside at every meeting of
the board.” There is one reason why it has not
been altogether practicable to bring the com-
polsory clauses into force up to the present, and
that is that there are only two Government
inspectors for the whole of the rabbit districts.
The duties of cne—Mr. Decnaldson—comprise
the inspection of the fences in the Warrego,
Maranca, Carnarvon, and Darling Downs rabbit
board districts, There are practically no rabbits
in the two latter districts, and I hope there never
will be any. Mr, Avery, the other ingpector,
has the Leichhardt, Mitchell, and Gregory
rabbit board districts under his charge.

Mr. KroaH : It is a fair pienic for him.

The HOME SECRETARY : It is very far
from being a pienic. In fact the country has
been in such a state during the last twelve
months that it has been quite impossible for one
of the inspectors to do his work on horses, and
it was necessary for the central board to provide
him with camels. Under this system it will be
absolutely necessary to appoint more inspectors
for the purpnse of supervising the destruction
of rabbits throughout the whole of the rabbit
districts, and, as the eyes and ears of the central
board, they will be able to report direct to that
body and give it that information which up to
the present it has been more or less unable to
obtain, except through the inspectors employed
by the local boards.

Mr. Story: The inspectors make written
reports on every bit of their districts every
month,

The HOME SECRETARY : I believe it will
work well, It will entail additional expendi-
ture, but I do not anticipate that it will cost any
considerable sum over and above the £10,000
which is now appropriated annually under the
Rabbit Boards Act for disbursement by the
central board. A large proportion of that
£10,000—between £6,000 and £7,000—is required
to maintain the fences along our border and the
borders of New South Wales, South Australia,
and the Northern Territory. These fences are
maintained in a thoroughly efficient manner and
are very excellent investments for the colony.
There will be something required over and above
the £10,000, but I do not anticipate that the
amount will be very large. It is impossible to
forecast what it will be. Tt will very largely
depend upon the extent of unoccupied country
there may be, and I quite believe that the
passing of this Bill will cause some country now
occupied to be thrown up. That we cannot help.
1t seems to me that this is the only way in which
we can grapple with the difficulty, and if the
Crown does its duty by that country which is
thrown up, the probability is that 1t will be
taken up again at a higher rental when the
country is free from rabbits. It is also provided
that the operation of the present Rabbit Act
shall be extended for five years up to the end of
1907. That will be necessary whether we do it
now or in twelve months or two years, and the
reason for it is this: Certain Government funds
have been loaned under the authority of the
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Rabbit Act to local bodies, repayable by instal-
ments which cover principal and interest, and at
least one of those bodies has borrowed so exten-
sively that the whole of its 1evenue will not be
more than sufficient to pay off that debt.

Mvr, Leany : I think there are two.

The HOME SECRETARY : I do not know
whether that absolutely applies to two. Another,
I know, is not far behind. The Warrego board
is the most heavily indebted, and for very good
reason, seeing that rabbits are thickest and worst
in that district, and if it devoted the whole of its
funds to repaying the Government they would
have nothing left to manage their own affairs,
keep up the destraction of rabbits, and maintain
their fences. Sothatitis necessary, in order that
these boards may meet their engagemeunts—which
I am ratisfied they are most anxious to do—to
lengthen the time for repayment of the loans
granted to them. There is also a provision and
an important one, distinguishing between free
holders and leaseholders who obtain rabbit-
proof netting. The present law provides that
any holder, frecholder or leaseholder, may apply
to the Government and claim netting at cost
price, to be delivered at the nearest railway
station, if he executes a charge upon his holding
gecuring the payment of 5 per cent. interest on
the amount paid for the netting. That, perhaps,
is quite permissible and justifiable in the case of
leaseholds, because, although it is only a charge
for the payment of interest, 1t remains a perpetaal
charge until the principal is paid off. It is an
encumbrance on the holding, and in the case of
grazing farms may extend over thirty years. It
is quite justifiable, because there is a provision
in the charge that the fences must be maintained
in good order. The life of a rabbit fence ex-
tends, with reasonable care, up to the full term
of almost any lease which is held at the pre-
sent time, so that if the rabbit netting is
maintained in accordance with the covenants it
will revert to the Crown at the expiration of the
lease. But in the case of freeholds a different
principle should obtain. The land belongs to
the freeholder for ever; the Crown has abso-
lutely parted with it, and it seewns to me that it
is a fair thing to adopt the principle which has
been adopted in the Sugar Works Guarantee Act
and other Acts—that money advanced by the
Crown shonld be paid off in instalments which
cover principle and interest under the schedale
provided in the Public Works Loan Act. In
that case fresholders will, instead of executing
charges, execute mortgages for thé purpose of
securing the repayment of the loan.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : Does this provision extend
to agricultural farms and all holdings, or only to
grazing farms ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Ttincludes every
possible tenure, from frsechold to oscupation
license.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : The extension of lease merely
mentions grazing farms.

The HOME SECRETARY : This hasnothing
to do with the extension of lease.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : I understand that,

The HOME SECRETARY: There are
further powers enabling the compulsory pro-
visions to be carried into effect, but otherwise I
think I have sketched in outline the provisinng
of the Bill, I commend it to the House, It is
one that will not only benefit the pastoral in-
dustry but the farming industry, and also
indirectly every business man in the colony.

Mr. Leamy: Would you mind showing the
iiiffe?rence that clause 3 makes in the existing
aw ?

The HOME SECRETARY: Under the
present Act the local boards have the power to
compel owners of runs—using the word ¢ runs”
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in its widest sense—to erect fences for the pur-
pose of putting thereon wire netting. Under
that it is supposed that these are groups under
the present system, and I rather think the groups
are supposed to be in clean country.

Mr. StorY: No; they fence the rabbits in the
group,

The HOME SECRETARY : Originally the
idea was to fence the rabbits out of the groups.

Mr. Leany : The Act does not say which.

The HOME SKCRETARY : The effect of
fencing a group within a ring fence has been
that people within the group have the rabbits
fenced on to them, and they have to ‘‘ pay the
piper.” What is proposed now is to leave it to
the board to say where a fence should be erected,
not necessarily enclosing a group, but perhaps
connecting two nther systems of rabbit fencing
running in any direction. It may be a straight
fence or a crooked fence ; it may enclose a group
or not; it may be any fence wherever the local
rabbit board is of opinion that thereis an area
which is infested and another area which is pro-
tected, or ought to be protected ; they will be at
liberty to compel the owners to put up a fence
separating those two areas. Then there are pro-
visions under this Bill for distributing the cost
of that fence, and they are very much more
equitable than under the present system. Now,
instead of the whole of the cost being thrown
upon persons who ought not at all to be charged
therewith, it will be defrayed in the following
way :—Persons whose country abuts on the
fence, and for which it forms the boundary, will
be required to pay one-sixth of the cost of that
fence each. One-third of the cost of the fence
will be defrayed by the persons immediately on
either side. The reason is that they are provided
with a sheep-proof fence.

Mr, LEaHY : That is assuming that it isina
district, not on outside boundary.

The HOME SECRETARY : The boundary
is practically fenced. The balance of the two-
thirds of the cost of erection of the fence will be
burne by the helders of so much of the country
on one side as is considered by the board to be
the protected area, including the people who
have already within that area contributed the
one-sixth. That, I believe, meets with geueral
approval in the rabbit districts, and it is strongly
recommended by the Maranoa Rabbit Board,
which is most effectively managed, and has upon
it men of very large experience who are
enthusiastic in everything counected with rabbit
destruction, The suggestion reached me too
late to be embodied in the Bill I had the honour
to introduce in 1896, but I felt that at the
earliest opportunity, whenever any amendment
of the Rabbit Act was brought in, that suggestion
should find a place in it. I think I have now
covered the whole ground.

Mr. StorY: In what particular place is it
provided that the central board should carry
out the destruction of rabbits on Crown lands
that are unoccupied ?

The HOME SECRETARY : It does not say
so.. That is merely a matter of policy. It will
depend upon the House, and it is no use putting
it into the Bill,

Mr. StorY: This is nationalising if.

The HOME SECRETARY: I have con-
sidered that question, and it is not a bit of good
putting into an Act of Parliament a provision
that the Crown shall do this, that, or the other,
because the Government can only carry on such
work as it is enabled to do by the annual grant
made by this House, so that thére is really
nothing ta it. You would get no further towards
the object which the hon, member for Balonne
desires to see brought abou$ by imposing the
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duty on the Crown in the Act, because it will
always depend on the amount this House chooses
to vote for that purpose.

Mr. SToRY: An hon. gentleman opposite says
that is very vague.

Mr, Grassey: So it is.

The HOME SECRETARY : What can you
do? Unless we are prepared to increase the
£10,000 which is now voted, and say £20,000 or
£30,000, or some other specific sum, should be
appropriated for the purpose, it would be
impossible. It must depend on the vote on the
Estimates.

Mr., ArRMSTRONG : They do not spend all the
£10,000 now.

The HOME SECRETARY : A portion goes
towards the maintenance of the border fence,
some towards carrying on experiments—chicken
cholera, for instance—but the balance of that
£10,000 is available for the destruction of rabbits
on Crown lands, and the central board propose
to devote it to that purpose. More will be
required, but how much more it is impossible to
say at present, and the excess will have to be
provided by an annual vote of this Chamber,
If T could say it would cost £13,000 a year to
destroy those rabbits, I should perhaps be
inclined to introduce into this measure a pro-
vision which would appropriate a further sum of
£10,000.

Mr, LEanY : If you said £40,000 you would
be nearer.

The HOME SECRETARY : We do not know
what it will cost. I am inclined to think that is
excessive unless there are very large forfeitures
indeed. So far as I have been able to ascertain,
the extent of country on which the Crown have
to operate is not very large. There is not much
unoccupied, and I think there will be less this
year, although some may be forfeited.

Mr, STorY: New South Wales,

The HOME SECRETARY : We are not as
bad as New South Wales yet. That is what we
are trying by this measure to avoid, and I think
we are distinetly on the right track—that with
proper and firm administration of the compulsory
clauses the rabbits will be kept in check if not
reduced.

Mr. Story: And a Minister provided by
Providence who knows something about it.

The HOME SECRETARY : Providence has
not endowed me very liberally in the matter,
but I have endeavoured to make myself master
of the subject.

_Mr. Story: It was your possible succezsor
that I was alluding to. We have a Minister
who knows something about it now.

The HOME SECRETARY : I freely admit
that I should like to have more information on
the subject, and I have taken such steps as will
enable my successor to obtain very much more
information than has been obtainable by
Ministers for Lands in the past. The inspectors,
whose employment will be necessary to carry out
the provisions of this Bill, will report to the
central administration, and will enable the
Minster to deal much more effectually with it in
the future than he has been able to do in the
past.
time,
Mr. GLASSEY : It is to be regretted that
hon. members have not been supplied with a
copy of this Bill at an earlier date, as well as
with reports and other matters dealing with this
very important question. This is largely a
repealing Bill as well as an amending Bill ; but
hon. members can hardly be expected, having
only had it in their hands a few hours, to give it
that attention and consideration which it
deserves. I have only been able to glance at it
in a cursory manner, and have barely had time
o look up the Acts which the Bill repeals, Hon.

I move that the Bill be now read a second
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members are placed at a disadvantage when
called upon at such short notice to deal with a
question of such vast importance to the country.
This all goes to show that Ministers have not
given that care and attention, at an earlier
period of the year, to the preparation of their
measures which they ought to have given, seeing
that Parliament was called together so late, and
that they had a good deal of time at their
disposal 1n which to mature their proposed legis-
lation. With regard to the Bill itself, its main
feature is to have uniform destruction of rabbits,
The hon, members for Balonne and Bulloo of
course take a very deep interest in this question,
coming as they do from that part of the country
which is most immediately affected by it. Yet
the question is one which, as_the Minister said,
affects the entire colony. I share, and have
always shared, that opinion, and that is one
reason why I say that in dealing with a question
of this kind members should have abundance of
time at their disposal, and the fullest information
placed before them, so as to enable them to
arrive at the best possible means to accomplish
the end in view—namely, to prevent this pest
from spreading, and to destroy it as far as we
are capable of doing with the means which may
be provided. T -yield to no man in my desire
to assist the Ministry—whatever Ministry may
be in power—to cope with this evil and to pre-
serve the pastures of the country for the use and
benefit and welfare of the people. So far as the
extension of time is concerned, perhaps that is
not an unreasonable request, although it is not a
matter of particular vrgency, seeing that the
present Act has yet three years torun. And
with regard to giving these boards more extensive
and drastic powers than they have hitherto
possessed, I think very few hon. members will
call that in question, If this Act is tobe a
success the number of inspectors will have to be
very considerably increased, for, as the hon.
gentleman has told us, with the few inspectors
hitherto employed it is impossible for them, con-
sidering the immense area they have to go over
to act in that efficient manner which the nature
of the task requires. As I said, I am not ina
position to discuss this matter as fully and ade-
quately as I should like to do, and I must reserve
any remarks I may have to make upon it until
we reach the committee stage. The Minister
mentioned that it would probably require more
money than the Government have at their dis-
posal at present to keep down and destroy the
pest, and the hon. member for Bulloo inter-
jected that probably it would require £40,000 a
year.

_Mr, Leanuy: Yes, if he is going to do it

right.

Mr. GLASSEY : It is just as well that we
should have a clear and distinct understanding
as to the amount of money that will be required.

The Home SucrerARY : That will depend on
Parliament every year.

Mr. GLASSEY : Quite so. The hon. mem-
ber for Balonne has a motion before the Chamber
that thi= question should be made more of a
national one than is at present the case. That
will involve a considerable expenditure. But it
is necessary that we should know how much. If
£40,000 or £30,000 let us know it, At any rate,
we ought to have some reliable information on-
the point, so that hon. members may make up
their minds whether they are prepared to expend
that sum or not. For my own part, I am as
anxious and willing—and most of those sitting
near me are as anxious and willing as myself—as
any hon. member on the other side to deal with
this question in an adequate manner, providing
that the Crown tenants are nof specially
favoured, and that the splendid concessions
granted to some of them should meet with
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some consideration in return. But we shall be
better able to deal with that matter when the
next Bill on the paper—the Pastoral Leases
Extension Bill—comes on, as it is part and
parcel of this question. But why should we
have this continuous patchwork legislation? It
would be far better to appoint a body of two or
three gentlemen to go into the matter thoroughly,
ascertain the true position of affairs, tell us what
measures will be most efficient, and what it will
cost to carry them out.

Mr. Leany : I asked you to go out West with
me, but you would not.

Mr. GLASSEY : Nothing would give me
greater pleasure if I had the time, and I will
promise the hon. member that if an opportunity
occurs during the recess, before we are engaged
in the trouble and turmoil of the general election,
I will go with him. All I am anxious for is to
get the hest possible information concerning that
and every other question affecting the country,
and there is none of greater importance than
the one with which we are now dealing. It
is a great pity that we should be continually
dealing with the question in this patchwork
fashion—groping in the dark, and, as it were,
playing with the question. Why not bring in a
large and comprehensive measure after obtain-
ing the most reliable and complete information
possible, and tell the country once for all how far
this question is to become a national one, and
what amount of money requires to be expended,
so that the people and their representatives may
know to what extent the country is to be
committed ?

The HOME SECRETARY :
the rabbits that ?

Mr, GLASSEY : No; we will not have to
ask the rabbits. If some effective remedy can
be provided for checking their advance, surely
we can estimate what sum of money is likely to
be required to carry out that remedy! But
instead of that, we have little measures brought
forward session after session, perhaps a couple in
a single session, but certainly one each session.
1 think the question iz more likely to be settled
in the way I have indicated than by this patch-
work legislation. It is not my intention to
oppose the second reading of the Bill, but I
think members should be allowed more time to
consider Bills of this character, which are prac-
tically repeal Bills, and not have them rushed
through the House.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : I move that the debate
be now adjourned.

The HOME SECRETARY: I qguite admit
that there is a great deal of force in what the
leader of the Opposition has said with regard to
the short time this Bill has been in the hands of
hon. members. I understand that it only came
into their hands, in some instances, when
they came into the House this afternoon.
Of course nothing could be further from my view
than to cause any inconvenience to hon, members
in discussing a measure of this importance ;
but we want to get on with the business
as quickly as we can, and as I took the oppor-
tunity on a previous occasion to make almost a
second-reading speech with regard to the measure
I thought hon. members would be pretty well
seized of its object and would not object to its
being brought on so early. However, I do not
propose to offer any opposition to the motion for
the adjournment of the debate, as I understand
that it is inconvenient for hon. members to
proceed with the discussion.

Question—That the debate be now adjourned—
put and passed ; and the resumption of the debate
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

You will have to ask
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SEcoND READING.

The HOME SECRETARY: I hope that
hon. members will not ask that the debate on
the second reading of this Bill be adjourned, for
three reasons. The first is that the Bill has been
in the hands of hon, merabers very much longer
than the other measure, having been intro-
duced last week ; the second is that it is a very
short Bill which anyons can read through in five
minutes, and the third is that the measure is one
which, if passed, should be passed at once. Itis
a matter which oughtto be dealt with yea ornay
forthwith, and I am sorry I was unable intro-
duce it at an earlier perind of the session. I
need not go over the histery of the Pastoral
Leases Extension Acts, but I may point out that
certain rights have accrued under them.

Mr. HarDAORE : Not rights.

The HOME SECRETARY : Indeed, plenty
of rights have acerued under them. Practically
all those lessees who desire to take advantage of
the Pastoral Lieases Extension Act have already
come under the provisions of the Act, and there
is no provision in this Bill which extends the
scope of the Pastoral Leases Hxtension Acts.
The Lands Commission distinetly recominended
that no provision of that sort shoald be adopted,
and I am certainly not going to ask this House
to extend the principle, Any person desiring to
obtainthebenefitof the Pastoral Leases Extension
Act had to give notice by a certain date, and that
date is not extended by this Bill, nor was it ex-
tended by the last two Bills. Then those per-
sons who came under the provisions of the
Pastoral Leases Extension Act are compelled
by the law as it stands to rabbit-net through
holdings on or before the 31st of December next,
provided that if any lessee can show that
he has been unable to complete the whole of
the fencing before that date, and he has com-
pleted the fences on the southern and western
boundaries of his holding, he should be allowed
to the end of next year to complete the balance
of the fencing. So that any pastoral lessee who
has given notice—which had to be given about
two years ago—that he intends to take advantage
of this Act, is practically given up to the 31st of
December, 1899, to tfinally complete his fences,
provided that he is able to show that he hasg
completed the fences on the southern and
western boundaries before the 3lst of December
next.

Mr. GLASSEY: But there are no new appli-
cations?

The HOME SECRETARY : No new appli-
cations whatever. There is more than one
district—but there is one district in particular
which has been suffering during the last two or
three years from probably the most severe
drought which hasever occurred in that district,
and notwithstanding their most strenuous efforts
to "‘complete their fences, many of the lessees
have been unable to do so. In some instances
they heve not been able to get the netting,
which has heen lying for many months at the
railway stations. They have executed their
charges, and complied with everything they
possibly could, but Nature has stepped in and
prevented them, in some instances, from drawing
their netting from the railway stations. In
some instances they have been unable to travel,
and in other cases they have been compelled
to earry water thirty miles to the people working
at their fences in order to keep the work going.
That 1s in the Maranoa district. The drought
has been most severe, and there has been no
abatement of it until within the last week or
two. This Bill provides that if anyone is able
to show tbat he has made fair endeavours to
complete his fences on his southern and western-
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boundaries before the 80th of June next instead
of before the 3Ist of December next, he may
still be allowed to complete his fencing up to the
31st December, 1899—which is the date already
fixed for the final completion of the fencing. 1%
merely extends the time for the completion of
the southern and western fences for a period of
six months. There are some very hard coses
indeed where men have suffered from the
effects of droughs, and we all know how the
pastoral industry does suffer when there are
long-continued #nd severe droughts. These
men have not only lost very heavy sums of
money from the effects of the drought, but
unless this Bill is passed they will also be
mulcted—and to no purpose—in the heavy
expenditure which they have already incurred
in their endeavours to comply with the contracts
into which they have entered, Under these
circumstances I think the House will be unwise,
and would be acting urfairly towards men who
are s0 placed, if it did not give them some slight
measure of relief. The Bill, as I say, does not
extend the final completion of the fences, but it
provides—where they can show that they have
made reasonable endeavours to complete their
fences but have been prevented by the drought I
have referred to—that they shall have six months
additional in which to complete their southern
and western boundary fences, I beg to move
that the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. HARDACRE: T do not know that we
can actually oppose the second reading of this
Bill generally. I believe that some of the fences
have been delayed through the cause mentioned
by the hon. gentleman, but we have a right to
ask for more information with regard to the
special holdings in regard to which we are now
asked for this further extension. Already there
have been several extensions of time, and we
might well ask now if this is to be the final
request. In 1895 the principal Act was amended
in order to give an extension; in 1897 a further
extension was granted, and now we are asked for
still another.

The HoME SECRETARY: This is on different
lines to the others,

Mr. HARDACRE: It may be for different
reasons.

The Home SECRETARY: No, it is for the
same reason ; but it is on different lines. In the
other cases there was an extension of the final
period, in this case there is not.

Mr. HARDACRE: In 1897, if they could
offer proof that they had made reasonable efforts
to complete their south and west fences they
eould get an extension of a year without any
Actat all. Now we are practically asked togive
them a further extension of two years to furnish
the proof.

The HoME SECRETARY : No ; only six months,

Mr. ARMSTRONG: Are you referring to section
6 of the principal Act?

Mr. HARDACRE : No; to section 4 of the
Act of 1895, That gave them until 1897 to offer
proof that they have made every reasonable
effort. Then they have a possibility of an exten-
sion for another year. We are now repealing
that section and substituting one which permits
them to offer proof nntil 1899,

The HoME SECRETARY : Only to the 30th June
—that is only six months more.

Mr. HARDACRE : I mentioned the year but
not the month. It is a question whetherth-y
have not already ample time in which to perform
all the conditions which they undertook to comply
with. They have no right, although we may
give them consideration. They certainly have no
rights to claim.

The HoMe SECRETARY: They have no right
to claim this Bill, of course, but they have rights
all the same,
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Mr, HARDACRE : The hon. gentleman mis-
understands me. Of course they have certain
rights, but they have not the particular rights
which the hon, gentleman has given as the
reasen for introducing this Billl It is just
about time that we should call attention to the
way in which this Act has been used, not for the
purpose of preventing the spread of rabbits, but
simply for the purpose of getting extensions of
leases in order to block settlement, In 1895
hon. members on this side protested most stren-
uously against the large areas that were included
in the Bill passed that year, and we predicted
precisely what has since come about. If any
hon. member looks at the map sent oub
with the report of the Lands Department he
will see—-especially in the Barcoo and Mitchell
districts—how the pick of the country, where
there are no rabbits within hundreds of miles, is
being blocked to s=ttlement by the extensions of
leases obtained under the Pastoral Leases Exten-
sion Act. It will be a revelation to hon, mem-
bers to see the obstacles which are being placed
in the way of settlement. It is only right that
the hon. gentleman should inform the House
whether some of the persons who are asking for
a further extension of time are not the lessees of
this particular country. If it turns out to
be =0, I would offer most strenuous opposition to
the passing of the Bill.

The Hoare SrcreTarY : This will apply prin-
cipally to where the rabbits are thickest.

Mr. HARDACORE: When we go into com-
mittee the Minister may be prepared to give us
some furiher information.

The HomE SucRETARY: I do not think it
would be quite fair to them.

Mr. HARDACRE : Perhaps the distriet most
affected with rabbits has some good reason to be
considered, and I will not offer any opposition
to a measure which will give a fair and reason-
able amount of relief. And, considering the
expenses alreadr incurred, I would be unwilling
to prevent the full benefit of the improvements
being derived, or do anything which would bring
about a forfeiture of the extension.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : The hon. member who
has just sat down has, with his excessive zeal,
mixed up the position, and 1 rise simply for the
purpose of putting him straight, This Bill, he
says, may be used for the purp:se of securing an
extension of lease, but the Minister has pointed
out that that is absolutely impossible, and the
hon. member must recognise that. If he will
read the report of that much-abused Land Com-
mission, he will find that they advised very
strongly against introducing legislation which
would have that tendency, and their report has
been acted upon. The legislation of 1897 merely
had the effect of relieving many of the burdens
which were imposed by the previous Act. It did
not insist that the fences should be put
abaolutely on the boundaries, and it provided
other conveniences to those who had to construct
those fences. 1 refer the hon. member to section
6 of the Act. Turther than that the extension
which was given was an extension from 30th
June, 1897, to 30th June, 1898, with proof up to
31st December. This Bill merely provides that
the time for proof may be extended. The hon.
member has raised ““a storm in a teapot.”

Mr. HarpacrE: I said exactly what you are
saying.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : The hon. member said
this Bill might be used to secure an extension of
lease for the purpose of blocking settlement.

Mr. HARDACRE: I said the 1897 Act was so
used.

Mr. ARMSTRONG: : I think the hon. mem-
ber was wrong, This measure is a very neces-
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sary one, which will commend itself to anyone
with any knowledge of the subject. I shall
support 15 most heartily,

Mr, GLASSEY : What the hon. member for
Leichhardt contended for was that more definite
information should be given by the Minister
with regard to who were applying for this Bill,
There is nothing wrong about that., I do not
think any hon., member desires to block legisla-
tion which would have theeffect of removing hard-
ships, but it is not unreasonable that the very
fullest information should be supplied. Some
persons may receive an extra easement by this
Bill. That is nothing, provided that the bulk of
the people can be assisted. The hon. member
for Leichhardt also mentioned that the Pastoral
Leases Extension Actof 1895 gave very consider-
able concessions to persons which it has been
demonstrated beyond doubt should never have
been given. However, there the law stands,
and it must be respected; but surely the hon.
member for Lockyer does not contend that the
hon. member for Leichbardt is not justified in
taking such a stand as will prevent a repetition
of past mistakes ! I donot believe there is any
likelihood of any hon. member opposing this
Bill ; but in committee, when further informa-
tion is given, it is just possible that it may be
discovered that the persons who are asking for
relief have had ample time and opportunity and
means of erecting the required improvements.

The HouE SECRETARY : There are not many of

them,

Mr. GLASSEY : Possibly not ; but it may be
the case. No doubt the Minister may be able
to give the information asked for by the hon.
member for Leichhardt. There is no intention
to raise unnecessary objections, but hon. mem-
bers on this side require the fullest information,

Question put and passed ; and the committal of
the Bill made an Orderof the Day for to-morrow,

SUPPLY.
Errcroran Craiys, Burnoo DisTRICT.

The TREASURER : Mr. Speaker,—I move
that you do now leave the chair.

Mr. KERR: Before you leave the chair I
have a matter to bring before the House in con-
nection with electoral affairs in the Bulloo
district. I chanced, in the month of March, to
be travelling near Duck Creek Opal Field, and I
attested twenty-nine claims for certain miners
who were living on the field. Those men sent
their agent to Eulo on the 5th April with their
claims, and after he got there the registration
court was not held, owing, as the clerk of petty
sessions sdid, to the fact of there being no bench,
He got notice that the court was adjourned until
the 20th of the month, but when he went back
on the 20th he found that certain action had
been taken by the Crown Law Office or by the
Home Secretary, and that Duck Oresk Opal
Field and Beechal Station, situated in the Eulo
portion of the electorate, had been detached
from the Xulo division and placed in the Thar-
gomindah division, T will just read the letter
setting forth the facts. Itisfrom JamesThomp-
son, dated 15th September, 1898—

Duck Creek, 15th September, 1898.

Enclosed you will find a letter from the Home Secre-
tary’s Office in answer to one I sent that gentleman
last month, requesting him to cause my name to be
replaced on the electoral roll at Eulo; but from his
answer you will see that anyone living out here could
not get his name on the roll. You will glean from the
Eulo registrar’s letter 10 me that it is nigh twelve
months since my claim was received in Eulo, but Thave
not snceeeded yet. The ordinary law of Queensland
does not apply here evideutly. Mr, Dickson thinks
justices of the peace grow on every bush. It is 100
miles from here in any direction to a justice of the
peace, and visk finding him at home. Then being a
stranger to him he cavils at your qualifications. It
appears to me if I am to succeed in getting my name
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on the electoral roll I shall have to throw up my
ordinary business and devote myself to the matter
until it is accomplished. I want you to take special
note of the fact that my claim wzs registered in Tulo
last February. By whose orders was it erased. and
months alterwards the claim was sent to Thargo-
mindah? This comes to hand before you receive a
letter containing the other papers in this case from
Charles Brown; you will kindly hold it over until you
getthem altogether.

I may state that I only received the letter yester-
day, therefore I was unable to bring_the matter
up before, This is the reply of the Home Secre-
tary referred to in the letter I have just read—

I have the honour, to inform you that the
electoral registrar at Enlo was, on the 14th June last,
advised by this depa:tment that neither the Xulo nor
the Thargomindah electoral courts could deal with
claims arising in the area which has bezen detached
from Eulo, and that claimants should be requested to
make fresh claiius at Thargomindah, The action taken
by the electoral registrar in connection with your
claim has, accordingly, been in consonance with the
instructions received by that officer, and the only
course to be adopted under the circumstances, with a
view to procuring the ingertion of your name upon the
roll, is for you to lodge a fresh claim with the electoral
registrar at Thargomindah, as stated above.

I want to mark that the Home Secretary states
here that neitherthe Eulo nor the Thargomindah
electoral courts could deal with claimsin respect
of the district which had been detached, so that
persons living in that portion of the electorate
are disfranchised, This man lodged his claim,
he states, in October last year, at Eulo, and it
was too late then for the registration court. It
came up before the Eulo court I think in
February, and it was then allowed, and it was
to be confirmed, I understand, by the registra-
tion court that would be held on the 5th April,
There was an agent appointed at Duck Creek to
represent, I think, twenty-five men that had
made application at the October court, and I,
being there in the wmonth of March, attested
twenby-nine claims, and I will just read the
agent’s letter addressed to me, which explains
the matter better than I can myself—

Thargomindah, 4th October, 1898,

I am writing this note to you just to let you sce the

way that men are dealt with in the back towns. You
will remember that you came to Duck Creek some time
ago, and that you attested twenty-nine electoral claims
there for the men on the field. The said claims I my-
self took in to Eulo on the 4th April last, as I was
appointed agent by the men, to aet for thewn at the
revision cowrt, to be held on the 5th of April. I was
also to act as agent for a lot of men that rent in their
claims on 1ith of October last year. But when T got
in and handed the claims attested by yow to the
electoral registrar, he told me that the court would not
be held on the day that it should have been held, And
it was 1ot held until the 20th of April. I again went
into Bulo on that date, and was told that Duck Creek,
with the whole of Beechal Station, had been transferred
from the Eulo division into the Thargomindah division,
and that all claims from Duck Creek had to be sent in
to the latter place to be dealt with; this was done, and
when they came before the courtin Thargomindah, they
were all thrown out as informal.
That is the complaint of these men—that the
claims which had been allowed at the February
court, which were lodged in October, were
thrown out at Thargomindah after they had
been allowed by the court at Hulo.

Mr. Grassey: They were registered, but nob
confirmed.

Mr. KERR: They were registered, but not
confirmed, The letter goes on to say—

Now and the men told that they must fill in a fresh
claim and send to the electoral registrar, Thargo-
mindah. Now, as these claims were sent in to Eulo
leng before the transfer took place, the men cannot
see how they could be informal,as Eulo was the right
place for them to be sent in to at the time they went in,
And you will see by the enclosed letter from Mr. Daley,
the registrar at Eulo, that Mr. J. Thompson’s claim was
received by him in October last year, and registered in
February court. Now. this is only one of twenty-five
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that went in at the same time, and was registered af
that court. Now, if the people controiling the
Klectious Act can do this sort of thing, then they can
make transfers of any part of an electorate from one
division to another division and so stop anyone from
getting a vote at all. So we would like you, as the man
that attested the most of these claims, for to ask in the
House if it is just or not.

The letter referred to, received from Mr., Daley,
the electoral registrar at Fulo, is as follows -

Your electoral claim was received by me on the 11th
October last year. The court for that month was then
over. Your claim, with others, had to stand over till
the next first registration court, which was the
February bi-mouthly court.

Your claim was registered at that court for the
division of Eulo.

On the 16th April last, Duck Creek and Beechal were

transferred from the Eulo division to Thargomindah,
and after that date all business concerning electoral
cluims from Duck Creek would be and were transferred to
Thargomindah.
The reason I have brought this matter before
the House is this: These twenty-five men, who
made their application in October last year, were
too late for the ordinary registration court, and,
as Mr. Daley states, they were registered in the
month of February of this year. But the court
was removed. I do not know who was the canse
of this removal. I made inquiries at the Home
Secretary’s office some time ago, and was informed
that it was done by the Crown Law Officers. But
there is one point the Crown Law Officers have
missed. If any firm or business man intends to
make an alteration in his business he generally
takes the most oppurtune time to doso. This
department teok the most inopportune time pos-
sible, Perhaps the Crown Law Officers may have
been under the misapprehension that the ordi-
nary revision court had been held on the 5th;
but, owing to there being no bench at Eulo
on that date, the electoral registrar was
not able to get a bench together until the
20th. The department came down on the 16th.
I contend that she court which should have been
held on the 5th, and stood adjourned until the
20th, was the same court, and ought to have
dealt with those claims that were registered in
February. It is easy to see, as this man writes,
that if there is to be a removal from one division
of an electorate to another it would be a very
simple matter to disfranchise a number of men
for a considerable period. And there is no
getting away from this fact: that although the
twenty-five men made their application in Octo-
ber, 1897, and were registered in February, 1898,
they are still unable to Lave their names on the
electoral roll beciuse the department saw fit—
owing partly, I believe, to some trouble about
cattle killing—to remove Beechal Station out of
the Balo division. But when the department is
making a change it ought to make it betwen
two revision courts. As has been stated by this
man, the grievance is that they made application
in due forw to the Eulo division, and some were
registered in that division, yet when their claims
were sent in to Thargomindah the bench there
threw them oub because they were sent in, I
suppose, for the Hulo division of the electorate.
It may be said it was easy to malke fresh claims
to the Thargomindah division, but as Mr.
Thowpson says—and I have only his word for it
—* it is 100 miles from here, in any direction, to
a justice of the peace.”

Mr, Leany : That statement is not right. He
is ““‘drawing your leg.”

Mr. KERR: He is not drawing my leg.
Those are the facts as represented to me by niy
correspondent.

Mr. LEAHY : The matter which the hon.
member for Barcoo has been referring to is one
which arose within the district which I have the
honour to represent in this House. I dare say
the hon. member is perfectly right in discussing
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the question, his attention having been called
to it by some persons residing within the dis-
tricts and as he is the sole judge in the
matter, I presume he has satisfied himself that
it is a proper one to which to call the atten-
tion of the Home Secretary. The facts are
these, and perhaps it will be news_to the
hon. member for Barcoo to hear them. I cannot
but think that the hon. member is already
in possession of a great deal of information re-
lating to this matter, because he and I dis-
cussed the matter outside—to some extent at
all events—and I think he might have paid me
the compliment, as the member representing the
distriet, of informing me that he intended to
introduce the matter in this Chamber, for he
might have known that I should take some
interest in the question. The fact of the matter
is, as the hon, member has explained, that the
mining district of Duck Creek is within the
petty sessions district of Bulo and the district of
Bulloo. Thers is no police magistrate at Hulo,
but the place is visited sometimes by the police
magistrate at Cunnamulla when circumstances
admit of his going to Hulo. But it very fre-
quently happens that when the police magistrate
has determined tu go to Bulo very important
matters arise requiring his presence at Cunna-
mulla, which is a large and rising district, and
he is thus prevented from attending at Eulo.
The result is that the greatest difficulty arises
with regard to the adjudication on electoral
claims and other matters in Eulo. At the time
referred to there were about 300 men in the
Duck Creck mining district, and of course must
of the business which the miners would have to
transact would be business arising within the
mining district. They were in the wining
district of Thargomindah and the petty sessions
district of Kulo, and naturally the miners
wanted to have the two districts assimilated so
that when they went to town they could do all
their business there, and not have to go to two
different places to transact different business.
Duck Creek was looked after by the Police
Department, and everything they were con-
cerned with was of course sent to Thargomindah ;
but electoral claims had to go to Hule. It was
only recently thatit was discoveredthat those two
places were notin the same petty sessions district 3
prior to that electoral claims were sent to Thar-
gomindah for registration, but through some
technicality, owing to the boundaries of the
petty sessions districts being different, claims
had afterwards to besent to Eulo. Several com-
plaints reached me, and I believe reached the
departimient, with regard to the matter ; and in
addition to other grievances they suffered it was
represented to me that they suffered the very
great grievance of being unable to get thelr
names on the electoral roll through there being
no registration court fixed at Hulo that could be
depended upon. As the hon, member has
shown, names were kept over for six or eight
months through there being no opportunity
of forming a bench at Tulo. Does the hon.
member want to keep the people in that posi-
tion ?

Mr. Kerr: What they complain of is the
removal of the court.

Mr. LEAHY : I know; I am coming to that.
If the district remained as it was it would be
impossible for those men to get their names on
the roll in the future, or even now perhaps,
because there is no court of petty sessions there 3
but a substantial advantage in that respect has
been conferred upon the residents of that mining
district by the present arrangement. Several
letters were written to me asking me fo try to
get the boundaries of the two districts assimi-
Iated, and I could see no reason why that should
not be done. That was at the beginning of the
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year, and before Sir Horace Tozer left for Eng-
land—1 think he left in March—at all events
in February, he dealt with the question of
the assimilation of the boundaries, ag the hon,
member would find by inquiring at the office of
the Home Secretary. Of course when the Execu-
tive dealt with the mattec they could not know
that the hon. member for Barcoo would go up
there two months later to put names on the
roll, but I can tell him that months before he
went there the change was in contemplation, If
a change had to be made, it must be made at
some time, and whatever time was chosen it is
probable that it would give rise to some griev-
ance. In this particulur instance the grievance
was with regard to electoral claims; if the
change had been made a month or two earlier,
a grievance might have arisen in connection
with some other matter. The hon, member
seemed to give a political tinge to the fact that
those twenty-nine men were not able to get
their claims confirmed at the registration court
in Eulo or Thargomindah. I think that is a
grievance. My attention was called to the
matter by several persons in the West, and my
opinion was that they should be allowed to
have their claims dealt with at the Thargomindah
court, but the matter was referred to the Crown
Law Officers, who advised that it would be illegal
for that court to adjudicate upon the claims,
and the police magistrate acted upon that opinion.
It would be no advantage to the persons con-
cerned if their names were placed on the roll in
an illegal manner, as their right to vote might
afterwards be called in question. At that time
there was no probability of a general election
looming in the near future, for that was six
months ago, and any person whose claim was not
dealt with at that particular time has had any
amount of time since then to send in a fresh claim
and get registered at Thargomindah if he has
the necessary qualification. ~ There will be no
such risk or chance of claims not being dealt
with there as there was at BEulo, where they only
formed a bench perhaps once in six months, and
I believe they will have time enough even now
to get their names enrolled before a general
election. With regard to the statement that
there is no justice of the peace within 100 miles
of the place, I do not think that is correct. I
do not know what is the exact distance, but I do
not think it is 100 miles.

Mr, GLASSEY : Is it too far?

Mr. LEAHY : I think it is too far, but, as I
have said, I believe they have still time to get
their names on the roll before a general election.
I know thal the owner of Tilbuoroo, who was
living there up till recently, is a magistrate ; and
not only is he a magistrate, but he is prepared
to do his duty in electoral matters, and has
witnessed a great many claims. He lived near
the place in question, and therefore the people
could not have suffered any very great grievance
upon that ground.

Mr. KRR : e is not there now.

Mr, LEAHY : He is the owner of the place,
and may have gone away for a time, as owners
sometimes have to do. I think I have disposed
of most of the hon. member’s contention, I do
not think he has any case whatever. Very often
in these cases hon. members hear only one side
of the question, and if the hon. member seriously
considers this grievance that he is agitating now
he will see that it is a very small matter. When
this change was made by the department it was
for the purpose of enabling inen to get their
names revised by the Thargomindah court, but
the Crown Law Officers said it would be illegal.
However, I can assure the hon. member that the
intention was not to prevent men getting on to
the rolls, but to assist them.
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The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman who
has just addressed the House has so fully
explained the matter that it is needless for me
to reiterate the circumstances. The hon. mem-
Ler for Bulloo is really more acquainted with
the subject than I am, because he has been
aware, from the inception of the change in the
time of my predecessor, of the arrangements that
were being made in regard to the separation of
that particular portion of the district. The hon,
member for Bulloo also complained that the hon.
member for Barcoo did not apprise or notify
him of the action taken upon this occasion,
but I think I have even a greater cause to
complain, because the matter has come upon
mwe quite as a surprise. If he had given me
notice that he intended to raise the question
T should have been fully armed with all the
information on the subject, but as it is I have
to express my obligations to the hon. member
for Bulloo for putting the matter clearly before
the House, and to state that his version is
substantially correct. The sympathy of the
Home Secretary’s Department is altogethier with
those men who have been debarred from having
their names recorded at the registration court.
They have made their claims at the bi-monthly
court, but on account of the separation of the
district which occurred the Thargomindah bench
declined to receive the claims. Under these
circumstances the department fully expected that
these claims would have been allowed to be
received, but they were prevented from receiving
them by the Crown Law Officers, and that
is the sole reason. I do not think it is fair
to the department that the hon, member should
even insinuate that this division was made
with a view to preventing these men from
qualifying themselves as electors. The division
was made in order to facilitate their getting
their names on the roll, but their intentions
were frustrated by the Crown Law Officers by
whom the department was guided in connection
with the matter. As the whole matter has
now been explained, it is unnecessary for me to
say any more, and I thank the hon, member
for Bulloo for proving that these charges against
the department are unfounded. We were guided
entirely by the opinion of the Crown Law

fiicers.

Mr. FITZGERALD : The hon. the Premier
has treated this matter very lightly, but I con-
tend that a question affecting the franchise of
fifty-four residents of that district is of zome
importance. It appears from the facts that
twenty-five of these men put in claim forms on
the 1st October, and at the revision court which
was established for the purpose these claims
were registered, and should have appeared on
the April roll. Butthe jurisdiction of the court
at Eulo had been merged into the jurisdiction of
the court abt Thargomindah, and because the
claims were marked with the name ““Eulo” as
the division the claimants were disfranchised.
The Premier said the department acted
on the advice of the Crown Law Officers,
and I admit what he said about not
having had time enough to have brought
all the papers before this House in order
that he might explain the whole position. But
1 contend that it looks as if the opinion of the
Crown Law Officers is altogether wrong accord-
ing to law. Does the hon. gentleman mean to
say that if a man were brought up at the Eulo
court on a criminal charge, and the jurisdie-
tion of that court were merged into that of
the Thargomindah court, the man could not
be tried at Thargomindah ? If a man were
entitied to make a claim before the Hulo court,
and thab- court were merged into the Thargo-
mindah court, could he not claim his rights.in
the latter court ?
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Mr, Lranv: There might be objections out-
side of that.

Mr., FITZGERALD : There might be; but
this is the only objection being urged here. The
Thargomindah people said they had no juri<die-
tion over that at all, but I can give instances to
the contrary. When an electoral claim comes
before the regisiration court at Longreach
with the division marked *° Aramac” or
¢ Muttaburra,” and the justices see that the
claim is in order, and that it should really be
within the district of Longreach, they admit it,
Oue of the amendments made in the Elections
Act last year was that all informalities were to
be waived, and this is purely and simply an
informality. As the hon. member for Bulloo
says, there may have tzen other rea-ons for dis-
franchising these men, but the only reason which
has been stated up to the present is the one to
which I have referred. It must be borne in
mind that they had pussed the registration
court, which is supposed to desl with and decide
all questions of informality.

Mr., Lrany: There might not have been a
court at all in Eulo since then,

Mr. FITZGERALD: VYes, but the hon.
member says that the Bulo district has been
merged in the Thargomindah district, If
the Longreach district was merged to-morrow
in the Barcaldine disirict, and I had issued
a summons in the District Court held at
Longreach, I am certain thas no Distriet Court
judge would decide that it was outside the juris-
diction of the Barcaldine court. T would like to
see how such a_decision would stand on appeal,
Then there is this question about the Crown Law
Officers. T do not like to say much against the
Crown Law Officers, but the opinion which the
Premier says they gave is so extraordinary that I
cannot help referring to the matter. I know from
my experience as a solicitor in the West that the
actionof the Crown Law Office-—which is supposed
to be taken on the advice of the Crown Law
Officers—is such that I would not give much for
its opinion. I know of one instance where they
gave instructions to sue, and the police magis-
trate drew attention to the fuct that the cause
of action was over six months old, and under
the Justices Act they could not prosecute. The
opinions which are given by the Crown Law
Offices are very often given—not by the Attorney-
General, who is supposed {0 give them—but by
an Under Secretary who knows about as much
of law as wy boot. The Under Secretary at the
present time is a man without any legal training,
and that is a billet thas has always been held up
to the present by persons trained in the law.

The PrEMIER: We are not discussing his
merits at the present time. It is very unfair to
speak in such a manner of a Government officer,

Mr, FITZGERALD : We are not discussing
his merits, but we are discussing the merits of
the Crown Law Office, and I say that the law
that comes from that office is often given by that
ger]lltlenmn, and very likely by persons below him
still,

The PrEMIER : That is your opinion.

My, FITZGERALD : I say it because I am
perfectly certain that the Attorney-General who
is now deceased would never have given such
opinjons as I have seen coming from the Crown
Law Office. I just mention this because the
Premier said that he was guided by the advice
given by the Crown Law Officers. As a member
of the profession, I must say that I doubt very
much the justice of that advice. Of course I
know that the Premier is at a disadvantage in
not having the facts before him.,

Mr. LgaHY : You have not, either,

Mr. FITZGERALD : We cannot take sup-
positions ; we must consider the case as it appears
before us. Here are twenty-five men who passed
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the ordinary registration court, and afterwards
the whole bunch were knocked out, and the only
reason given by the Premier is that the Crown
Law Officers advise that the Thargomindah court
could not deal with their claims.

The PrEMIER: The Thargomindah
declined to deal with them.

Mr. FITZGERALD : But I understand the
Thargomindah court refused to decide the matter
on the adviee of the Crown Law Officers.

The PrEMIER : No.

Mr. FITZGERALD : That is what I under-
stood the hon. gentleman to say.

The PrEMIER: You are arguing entirely on
false premises.

Mr. FITZGERALD : That was the only
excuse 1 understood the hon. gentleman had to
offer. This is a very serious matter, as it affects
the rights of a great many people. The hon.
member for Bulloo—and I believe him to he a
just man—has said that these men will be able to
get on the roll in time for the general election,
but there is very little time to spare for that.

Mr., LEauy: I said they could have been on
by now if they had liked.

Mr, FITZGERALD : They might if they
knew in time.

Mzr. LEa"y : They may be on now for all you
know,

Mr. FITZGERALD : I they had received
notice from the clerk of petty sessions at Eulo
in a reasonable time after April they might
have put in new claims.

Mr. Leauy: Very few of them would have
voted for your party, any way. I have more of
a grievance than you have.

Mr. FITZGERALD: I am in no way con-
cerned with what party those men belong to. I
do not suppose that any of ounr party will oppose
the hon. member at the next election,

Mr. Grassey : I have a good mind to oppose
him myself.

Mr, LEary : I wish you would, for the sake of
dealing with the rabbit question,

Mr, FITZGERALD : There is no personal or
party question in regard to this matter, because
I am afraid we cannot get the hon. member out
of his seat, A man’s right to citizenship is one
of the most sacred things he has. In France,
where 1 was educated, so sacred is a man’s
citizenship considered to be that ome of the
gravest sentences that can be passed upon a man
guilty of some serious crime is to deprive him of
his civic rights. And when any hon. member
raises such a question in this House, he ought to
be listened to and assisted by Ministers and
senior members.

Mr. Leany: They suspend the rights of the
whole of the citizens in France sometimes.

Mr, FITZGERALD : We are not in France.
I admit they do things there that I hope never
to see done in this colony, but there is nothing
to which they pay more respect than the right of
citizenship.

The SECRETARY #OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Government by the army.

Mr. LeAHY : And the mob,

Mr. FITZGERALD : That is getting away
from my contention that the right of citizenship
should bs regarded as a man’s most sacred
possession, and any person who would interfere
with that right, or any judicial or legislative
body that would prevent him from exercising
that right, ought to be sat upon at once. Every
time I hear of grievances of this sort I shall raise
my voice in favour of persons in this country
obtaining the full rights of citizenship,

Mr. TURLEY : I hardly think it should be
allowed to go forth that the hon. member for
Barcoo introduced this question to make political
capital out of it.

Mr. Lrary: I did not say that.

court
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Mr, TURLEY : The Chief Secretary said the
insinuation was that it was done for political
purposes. I do not think for a moment that
anything of the sort was intended. The hon.
member got up and gave the facts as they had
been supplied to him in writing, and that he was
justified in doing. He said—and most people
will be inclined to agree with him-—that at the
time the court was shifted the department which
had the ordering of the change should have
made itself acquainted with the fact whether the
court had been held in Eulo on the 5th or put
off until the 20th. If that had been done this
little disagreement would have been obviated., I
simply rose to say that I hardly think it is fair
to charge the hon. mewber for Barcoo with
putting a political tinge on the question, or
insinuating that the matter has been brought
forward for political purposes.

Mr. GLASSEY : There are two points which
stand out conspicuously in this case. Thereisa
complaint that there is an insufficient number of
justices of the peace in this particular district to
whom men can apply to have their claims
attested. That is a matter which the Chisf
Secretary can easily remedy. It must bsobvious
that more justices are required when persons
have to travel fifty or 100 miles to get themselves
on the roll. The complaint as to an insufficient
number of justices is one very often heard from
members representing sparsely populated dis-
tricts, and the trouble should be overcome with-
out delay. The next point i3, why should
a court sitting at Thargomindah, and having
before it a number of claims sent in under the
belief that the court sat at Eulo, not insert the
word ‘‘Thargomindah” when an obvious error
of that description has been made? By that
means the whole trouble would have been got
over. I have had considerable experience in the
old country, extending over thirteen years, in
attending revision courts year after year as an
unpaid agent, and T have never known a revising
barrister disfranchise a man on account of a
little informality which could easily be cor-
rected in the court. One of the objects of
the last amending Act that we passed was
to do away with rejection of claims for minor
informalities ; and yet from time to time we
have these little fechmicalities coming along
causing a lot of trouble and disfranchising
numbers of people entitled to vote. I remember
well on one occasion placing thirty-six claims
before a court for revision by the revising
barrister, and in consequence of an official fail-
ing to put in an appearance to represent those
claims some of the minor lights of the court were
inclined o throw them out, but the barrister said,
“No, these men have discharged their duty, and
if an official fails to discharge his, theirrights must
still be maintained.” That 1s business and common
sense, and if the same principle had bsen
applied in this case these persons would not have
been disfranchised. We are told that the matter
was referred to the Crown Law Officers, who have
decided that this is the Jaw. I hope it is not the
law. If it is, then the law is exceedingly stupid,
and the sooner it is altered the better. The
court is not constituted to throw obstacles in the
way of persons obtaining their rights as citizens,
but should guard and maintain those rights at
all costs,

Mr, STEWART: This is one of the most
gerious cases of its kind that has yet been men-
tioned in this Chamber, and I amn exceedingly
surprised at the attitude of the hon. gentleman
who leads the Government. The Parliament of
shis country passes a law providing that in
election matters certain formalities should be
gone through, and that upon the conclusion of
those formalities persons who claim to be en-
franchised should be enfranchised, . We have
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here the case of men who conform to every
requirement of the law, and yet they cannob
get on the rolls of the colony. If an event of
that description does not reflect discredit upon
the administration of the country I do not
know what would reflect discredit upon them.
If the hon. gentleman at the head of the
Government is not ashamed of a thing of that
kind, what would bring the blush to his counten-
ance? If I were Premier of this colony, and
such a thing happened, and if I could find no
way of giving redress, I would resign on the
spot—1 would give up the reins of office as being
utterly incapable of holding them. Take an
analogous case. Suppose a man applies fqr
probate at Rockhampton, and establishes his
claim, but before the final touch is put on the
matter the court is transferred to Townsville,
must he Legin de novo in the Townsville court
or would the jurisdiction be transferrad to Towns-
ville ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : Ask
a lawyer.

Mr, STEWART : Suppose at this very court
of petty sessions at Bulo a wages case had to be
tried and a verdict was given for the complainant
with distress in the event of non-payment, does
anyone imagine that the course of law would
have been stopped in such a case by the removal
of the court of petty sessions from Hulo to
Thargomindah? Does anyone imagine that the
complainant would have had to begin the whole
process over again? I do not think so. I might
give any number of instances of the same charac-
ter. But why pursue these parallels? Thething
is o ridiculous on the face of it. It seems fome
to be ridiculous to be compelled to discuss such
a question in a Legislative Assembly. We had
a statement from the leader of the Government
to the effect that the action of the justices at
Thargomindah was taken on the authority of the
Crown Law Office, Again, when another hon.
gentleman was speaking, the hon. gentleman ab
the head of the Government interjected that such
was not the case. Of course both these state
ments cannot be true, and I prefer to take the
statement the hon. gentleman made when he was
on his feet—that this particular action was taken
by the express order of the Crown Law Officers in
Brisbane. If that is so, what does it imply ? I$
implies that the justices at Thargomindah knew
perfectly well, some time before the court was
held, that these claims were to come before them
for revision ; that they had consulted the Crown
Law Office in Brisbane, and that their decision
was given after due and deliberate consideration.
And such a decision! Can anyone imagine a
decision more stupid than this? I have shown
the utter fallacy of the position by the par-
allel cases I have brought forward. I haveshown
the utter ignorance, the utter want of com-
mon sense on the part not only of the Law
Officers of the Crown but of the Admmistration,
We have had a complaint made—and it was
emphasised by the hon. gentleman who repre-
sents the constituency within which this trouble
took place—as to the want of justices of the
peace. That is a want that is felt all over the
colony. The electoral law expressly provides
that claims for enrolment as voters shall be
signed by justices of the peace, and yet the
Government—I do not know whether they do it
deliberately or not deliberately—but, as a matter
of fact, the Government refusesto give the public
facilities to get their names on the roll.

The PreEMIER : No.

Mr. STEWART: I know_ that up in my
district, where there are a number of justices of
the peace, we find occasionally a great deal of
difficulty in getting hold of a justice of the peace
and getting names on the roll. Hon. members
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from that quarter have at various times nomi-
nated reputable gentlemen to be put on the
commission of the peace, but not one of those
nominations has been accepted by the Govern-
ment, And why? I cannot tell why, I might
insinuate that it was because those men did not
favour the present Governmeut ; hut, knowing
what an absolutely impartial gentleman the hon.
gentleman at the head of the Government is,
how impartial his colleagues are, and how
desirous they are that every man in the colony
should have the utmost facility to get his name
on the roll, T scout such an idea. But in
any case the fact remains that, even in the
comparatively populous district of Rockhampton
and neighbouthood, we find very great ditficulty
at times in getting names on the roll, and we find
still greater difficulty in getting peisons whom
we consider quite suitable for the position placed
on the commission of the peace. I donot wish
to pursue this subject any further, but I cannot
sit down without again expressing my opinion
not only of the Law Officers of the Crown but of
the Administrationitself, I thinktheLaw Officers
of the Crown did give the advice which the
leader of the Government said they gave—
advice which I, being a layman, and not pre-
tending to any great knowledge of the law,
say at once was not in accordance either
with law or with common sense, and if that
is the case they are not fit for the position
they occupy. And even if the law 1is as
the law officsrs have said, I say it was the
bounden duty of the Administration to find a
way out of such a difficulty. Here is a gross
miscarriage of justice, and for the Government to
come to this House and say they have no
remedy for such a thing as that is to confess the
most absolute incapacity—nay, I would go
further and say inibecility. I wonder would the
process of law in any other business relation,
except that regarding getting men’s names on
the roll, be choked off in this summary manner?
If we take auy cases we like, on the abolition of
any court the jurisdiction of that court would be
transferred to another court ; but in the case of
the electoral rolls the procedure is strangled, and
these men are deprived—not by any act of their
own, but by the deliberate act of the Administra-
tion— of the franchise, which is, as the hon, mem-
ber for Mitchell put it, the deavest right next to
his life any man ¢an possess in this colony.

The SECRETARY IFOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : The hon. member who spoke
last, in somewhat gaudy language, has been good
enough to give us his view of this case, not
through my spectacies, but through his own.
Now when a case is presented by an avowed
enemy, one would very naturally be disposed to
discount it. The first objection I taks is to the
manner in which it is presented. Tt isimpossisle
under such circumstances as these really to get
at the merits of the case. It is brought forward
without any mnotice whatever. There are
hundreds of cases which must come under the
observation of the Home Secretary, some of
which, perbaps, would admit of argument; bub
if any one of them is suddenly brought forward
it is hardly likely that the explanation of the
facts can be at once produced. When a legal mem-
ber brings a charge of this sort, he might put it
to himself in what position he would be in as an
advocate if some case he never heard of was
suddenly brought before him in court, in which
he was to plead, without knowing either the
plaintiff or the defendant, or anything at all
about it until that moment. . Cases of this sort
can hardly be taken seriously.

Mr. KgRR: This is not a case of that sort.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The Home Secretary, at any
rate, has not time or opportunity to ascertain in
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this particular case how many justices of the
peace there are in that particular locality, That
is one of the charges—that there are not enough
justices of the peace—and without notice it is
imyossible to place the real facts before the
House. The hon. member has stated that the
case as put forward by him in a most unfavour-
able light, presents some features which he con-

demns, He says the Administration display
imbecility, and that the Crown Law Officers
display imbecility also. But he admits that he

does not know anything about law. I should
like to know how a member who says he knows
nothing about law and nothing particular
about the case, is in a position to get up
in this Chamber and say that the Crown
Law Officers displayimbecility. I take it thatno
man who is not a competent lawyer, or who has
studied the law and is a man of scme eminence,
can take upon himself without doing himself
much more harm than the Crown Law Officers,
to pronounce judgment upon trained officials,
men who have a distinguished standing in the
colony. Nothing is easier than for the hon,
member to make charges of imbecility. I should
not be surprised to hear him say that the Chief
Justice knows nothing about law, and we are
to take bis opinion upon that. When a man
pronounces judgment, I ask myself whether he
15 compietent. The hon, member has confessed
himself quite incompetent, and I venture to say
that in this case Ministers are quite contented
to stand in the same category as the Crown Law
Officers—condemned by the hon. member for
Rockhampton North, His praise in this
direction wounld be of no more value than his
blame. It must be quite plain, from the absence
of notice to begin with, that this discussion is
merely a little device which can have but the
one result of occupying time which, I venture to
say, might be much more profitably passed in
discussing the Estimates.

Mr, KIDSTON : The hon. gentleman imputes
to this side of the House, or to the hon. member
for Barcoo, in bringing this matter forward, a
desire to waste the time of the House.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION and
My, LorD : Pure obstruction !

Mr, KIDSTON : It seems to me, and I have
taken a good deal of interest in the difficulties
that exist in this country with regard to men
getting their names on the roll, that of all the
cases I have come across this is about the most
extraordinary of men being deliberately dis-
franchised. Some twenty-five men put in their
claims, properly filled up and attested, and those
claims are passed at the ordinary registration
court at Hulo, In ordinary cases two months
afterwards those claims would have been revised
and the men’s names placed on the electoral roll.
But through some change the district was trans-
ferred from Hulo to Thargomindah, and the court
at the latter place refused to recognise the
claims, as we have been informed, on the advice
of the Crown Law Officers. Is not that a gross
misearriage of justice? The hon, member for
Rockhampton North said that if he was Premier
under such circumstances he would resign, I
do not ask the present Premier to resign.
After what has been brought to light I should
not expect a mere trifie like that to cause him to
resign. But I shonld expect him, if he Las an
honess desire to fairly administer the law con-
trolled by his own department, to bring to
account the men who are responsible for this
maladministration of the law. Last session we
revised the electoral law. One complaint made
at that time was that men were often kept from
getting their names on the roll by mere technical
errors. This House fully recognised the evils
complamed of, and provided that no claim should
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be rejected for any mere informality. These
men showed to the court at Thargomindah
that they were entitled to have their names
on the roll, and yet, on the advice of the
Crown Law Officers, their claims were re-
jected. And we are told that the Govern-
ment do not know whether the Crown Law
Officers should have given that advice or not.
Do we not know what we meant when we passed
that law? Is not this House competent to say
what it means? And is not that what it means?
The whole informality in these claims, if it be
judged an informality—I do not admit that it
was an informality—but, the only reason the
court at Thargomindah had for refusing these
claims was, that instead of the name “Thargo-
mindah” being written on them the nams
“Eulo” was written on them. The name
“Bulo” was properly put on them, because the
claims were put in at the court at Eulo, and
were passed by that court. But in the inter-
vening two months part of the district proviously
known as Eulo—that part in which the men who
made these claims resided—was included in the
Thargomindah district, and the name “ Eunlo?”
being on the claims was alleged to be a serious
informality, and the men were disfranchised.
Could any maladministration of the law be
grosser or more partial? There must bs some
extraordinary things happen out in that Western
country in regard to men getting their names on
the roll. T have at home, or used to have, a
photograph copy of a letter from a Barcoo justice
of the peace toa brother justice of the peace,
reminding him that the ravision court was
coming on, and giving him particular instruc-
tions what to do, as they did not want a Labour
member to be elected for the Barcoo again.

The SECRETARY For PusLic INsTRUCTION : You
didn’t want the other man elected.

Mr. KIDSTON: I did not want the other
man to be elected, but I have filled up claims for
many men who I knew would vote for the other
fellow,

Mr. ARMSTRONG : So has everybody.

Mr., KIDSTON: That justice of the peace
did not, for he was advising his brother justice
of the peace to keep off the roll the names of
persons who were likely to vote for the Labour
member, which showed that he—and I am afraid
there are too many such men in the Western
country—was unworthy to have the administra-
tion of this law in his hands; and we shall never
have satisfaction until some better method is
adopted, It wascomplained by the hon. member
for Bulloo that the hon. member for Barcoo, in
bringing this matter forward, seamed to impute
bad motives to some one because these claims
had been refused at Thargomindah. Is it not
very natural to impute the very worst motives ?

Mr. ArmstrOoNG: It is very hard to prove
them, though.

Mr, KIDSTON : Yes, that is the difficulty;
it is very hard to prove them, but there is the
fact. Where is the justification for these men
being kept off the roll? Let someone who
believes that the court at Thargomindah did
right stand up and give usa reason for its action.
The Premier did not.

The PREMIER : Yes.

Mr. KIDSTON : What was it?

The PrEMIER : The opinion of the Crown Law
Officers.

Mr. KIDSTON : The Crown Law Officers!
This is the law with regard to claims that have
passed the preliminary court, and come up before
the second court for ratification—

The declaration contained in any elaim shall be taken
as primd fucie evidence ofthe qualification claimed.
The declaration on these claims had already been
admitted at a properly qualified court, and I
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would ask what reason do the Crown Law
Officers give for their opinion? The Homse
Secretary, who is a bit of a lawyer himself,
smiles in a superior way, because I presume to
read English, to read the law and try to under-
stand it.

The Hoare SECRETARY: I do not know what
you were reading, for I have only just this
moment come into the House.

Mr., KIDSTON : Surely hon. members who
defend this action can give some reason to justify
the rejection of these claims. I say there hag
not been the slightest attempt to justify the
rejection of the claims. It is stipulated in the
Act that no mere informality shall be allowed to
cause the rejection of a claim if the main facts
stated in that claim are held to be correct, and
under those circumstances I caunot see any
reason at all for the Crown Law Officers advising
as they did, or for the court at Thargomindah
rejecting the claims. What safety is there for
citizens under an administration of the law that
permits abuses of this kind? And what safety is
there when Ministers who when such abuses are
brought under their notice simply smile and fall
back upon their majority ? I declare it to be the
distinct duty of the Home Secretary to have
such a gross miscarriage of justice rectified, and
he does not do his duty until he does that.

The PREMIER : You have not proved that it is
a miscarriage of justice; it is only your opinion
against the opinion of the Crown Law Officers.

Mr, KIDSTON : I have not proved it?

The PREMIER : No. .

Mr., KIDSTON : Then I shall have to do it
over again, There were twenty-five claims
passed at Bulo in February last. They came
before the court for the first time and were
passed, and T suppose they would then be pub-
lished in the electoral list as the claims of
persons claiming to bave their names placed on
the electoral roll, and unless some objection was
afterwards lodged showing that the claims should
be rejected at the revision court, any mere in-
formality in the claims had nothing to do with
their rejection. T think that will be admitted.

Mr, LEAHY : No, no; that is not admitted at

all.

Mr. KIDSTON : I have already read to the
House the law which states that when a claim
comes up for revision ““the declaration contained
in any claim shall be taken as primd facie evi-
dence of the qualification claimed,” and unless
there is some objection urged—

The SEoRETARY ¥OR PusLic Lanps: By the
registrar.

Mr. KIDSTON : By the registrar, or some
one else, the man is to all intents and purposes
an elector. As a matter of fact the law assumes
that the man will be an elector after the seconrd
revision court. The only thing that happened in
this particular case between the passing of these
claims in the first instance and their coming up
for revision was an alteration in the boundaries
of the petty sessions district. That was_the
only reason the court at Thargomindah had for
preventing these names from getting on to the
roll.

Mr. Lzany: You have no authority for that
statement ; it is mere assumption.

Mr. StEwarT: Why did you not give the
facts?

Mr, Leany: I tried to get the court to deal
with them.

Mr. KIDSTON : T have stated that the only
thing that happened between those names being
registered and their coming up for revision was
the alteration in the boundaries of the district.
The hon. member for Bulloc says that something
else happened.

Mr. Lrany : I did not. I said you had no
proof that anything else happened.
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Mr. XIDSTON: That is mere interruption,
The case came before the Home Secretary, who
was asked to do justice,. He was asked to
bring to book the men who were responsible for
such a maladministration of the law, and if he
or the hon. member for Bulloo can prove that
there was sufficient reason, he should do so.

The PrEMIER : I gave sufficient reason, and I
am supported by the Crown Law Officers.

Mr, KIDSTON : Arethe Crown Law Officers
to be allowed to do things like this without being
called into question in any way at all? If I put
in a claim at Rockhampton to have my name
put on the roll, am I to be disfranchised because
the Crown Law Officers give a certain opinion?
I should like to know the reason, and I shall not
be ratified that a maladministration of law has
not taken place unless I know some far better
reason than has been adduced for not admitting
these claims at the Thargomindah court.

Mr, ARMSTRONG : Before the cuestion is
put I should like to say one or two words, not so
much upon the question that has been raised as
upon others, although if what hon. members
opposite have said be correct there is some
ground for the objection that has been taken.
Not having a legal training I cannut give any
opinion upon the legal aspect of the case, but
hon. members opposite will find that it is little
details that prevent men from getting on to the
rolls. There is a tendency in nearly all our
administration to bind everything dewn in hard-
and-fast lines, and that tendency must and does
operate, and will operate still more in future,
to lead to difficulty. There should be a little
more latitude given to men who have to deal
with these matters, and from a common-sense
point of view there is a great deal in the
argument that has been raised. 1 do mnot
know anything about the legal details, but I
would point out under cover of this motion, that
it is not alone in this case that incongruities
exist, There are t vo incongruities that I wish
to call attentinn to from a freeholder’s point of
view, which does not meet with very much
sympathy from hon. members opposite. There
is a case of a gentleman who recently left the
country and went to Victoria. He was on the
roll and his property was valued at over £100.
During his absence the returning officer made
inquiries at the local government office and
found that the unimproved value of the property
was under £100, although with the improvements
its value was several hundreds, But because it
stood in the local authority’s books at less than
£100, this man was struck off the roll. Another
incongruity is this : In filling up a claim before
a justice, the freeholder makes a declaration that
he possesses a freehold worth more than £100,
and I wish to ask the Minister upon whom the
onus of proof falls as fo the value of the property
if objection be taken to the claim when it comes
before the court? That is an entirely different
position from that taken this afternoon by hon.
members opposite, and I could give many more
such cases if necessary., As weare now approach-
ing the the most important revision court of the
whole year, I think an answer should be given
to my question for the guidance of those who will
preside over those courts.

Mr. BOLES: It has been urged from the
other side that this debate is simply a waste of
time, but I might as well say that I have con-
siderable feeling in this matter, because in my
district there has been a great deal of malad-
ministration in the matter of these electoral
roils. In reference to the case brought forward
by the hon. member for Barcoo, I do not intend
to offer any opinion except to say that the
Thargomindal bench had no option but to
register these twenty-five names unless they
were -opposed: bond fide, The law is very de-
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finite on the point that no technical objection
shall be taken to disfranchise these people.
Clause 28 says that first meetings shall be held
in the months of Jaunuary, April, and July, at
which names may be registered, and then clause
31 says that the clerk of petty sessions shall
produce every claim at the next following sitting
of the quarterly regisiration court, and the
declaration contained in any claim shall be taken
as primd facie evidence of the qualification of the
elector. The court is bound to accept the claims
unless a bond fide objection is lodged against them.
So far as the moral aspect of the question is
concerned, what frequently happens is not
justice, and I believe it is not just from the legal
aspect either. We passed an Hlections Act last
year, and that measure places greater obstacles
in the way of men obtaining the franchise than
even the previous Act, There are about twelve
different forms to be filled in representing as
many different classes of qualifications. Some
people in the country districts possess a lease-
hold qualification while others possess a resi-
dence qualification. Then, again, in the towns
there are househoiders, freeholders, and resi-
dence voters. If a man fills in his claim on
the wrong form, or if a wrong form is sent
to him, it is immediately objected to by the
bench. I am informed by those who have some
legal knowledge that it is absolutely neces-
sary that claims should be rejected if they are
made on the wrong forms. I have kno#n claims
require to be made out two or three times
before they were made out on the proper
forms. I do not see why oue form should
not suffica for all the various qualifications.
If a man is entitled to a vote, why should not
the same form do whether be has a resi-
dence qualification or a freehold qualification?
There is no difficulty in getting on the rolls in
Brisbane, where justices of the peace may be
met at every corner; but in the country dis-
tricts a man may have to travel hundreds of
miles before he can find a justice of the
peace, and then the justice of the peace may
not have sufficient intelligence to fill up the
form correctly. Thisis a very great hardship, I
quite agree with the hon. msmber for Rockhamp-
ton North with regard to the question of justices.
My experience of the last six years has been that
the policy of the (GGovernment has been to keep
men off the commission of the peace. Names
have been recommended of men in my district—
men of intelligence, and holding a large stake in
the district—and they have been coolly passed
over without recognition, for no other reason, I
believe, but that it is generally supposed they are
opposed to what is called the *“Dickson-Bulcock
earmark.” At the same timne we see pure carpet-
baggers put on the commission——adventurers—
men who have not been more than nine months
in the country.

The HoME SECRETARY : Who was that ?

Mr. BOLES: Ask the Premier.

The HoME SECRETARY : No, it is your state-
ment. I ask his name—you do not know it.

Mr. BOLES: Of course it is said on the other
side that this debate is a mere waste of time. I
admit that the bench in my district is extremely
fair. 'The police magistrate endeavours fo
administer the Hlections Act in the true spirit of
the Act, and, where a man shows that he is
entitled to the franchise, no clerical error is
allowed to invalidate his claim, Ibelieve that is
a very proper policy.

The TreaSURER: They all do that pretty well.

Mr, BOLES : I doubt that very much. But
the point is with regard to these forms.

The HoME SECRETARY : What was the quota-
tion you made just now from the statutes?

Mr. BOLES: I said that there were ten or
twelve differert classes of forms,
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The HomE SECRETARY : What page in the
statutes ?

Mr. BOLES: They are dealt with by regu-
lation, and if the hon. gentleman goes to the
Printing Office he can get them all.

Mr. MoMAasTeER : There are only four.

Mr. BOLES: I am quite certain there are at
least ten different ones.
Mr. ARMSTRONG :

them up your way.

The HouE SECRETARY : I asked the page of
the statutes you quoted from.

Mr. BOLES: I believe it is dealt with not by
statute, bub by regulation. I can cite a case in
point. A man leaves a certain town, where he
i on the roll for a residence qualification,
although he also possesses a freehold qualifica-
tion. He makes a claimm to be placed on the
roll for his freehold qualification on what he
believes to be the proper form. Now, there are
two different forms, and he asks me which is the
correct one. ‘“ Well,” I say, ‘I cannot tell
you. The bestthing you can do is to fill upboth
forms, and submit them hoth to the bench.
There is no doubt that between the two you will
have the right one.” He filled them both in,
and, strange to say, both were wrong—there was
a third form.

The HoME SECRETARY : What could you
expect when you advised him ?

Mr, BOLES: This shows the efforts which
are made to keep men off the rolls.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS AND AGRI-
CULTURE : You kept him off,

Mr. BOLES : Remember this man was a
freeholder and not a carpet-bagger. He had a
freehold worth considerably more than £100 in
excess of all encumbrances, and yet he was put
to the trouble and annoyance of having to fill
in three forms before he could become entitled to
exercise the franchise. It isright that a matter
of this sort should be brought before the House,
Those people who are entitled to votes should get
them, and nothing should be made easier than
for a man to get his name on the roll when he
is entitled to have it there. I do not see why
all these impediments should be thrown in their
way. 1know men who have been living in my
district for over twelve months, but who have
not been able to get their names on the roll.
They would have to ride fifty miles to get a
justice of the peace; they would have to ride as
far to get a railway stationmaster, and they say
that it is after all almost better to lose their
votes than have to Jose two or three days. Thers
is another question I would like to refer to.
That is the question of polling places at general
elections.

The PREMIER: You know very well that I
cannot reply.

Mr. BOLES: Perhaps the hon. gentleman
will be able to reply on the Hstimates, and
possibly I shall raise the question again at that

time.

The SPEAKER : I think perhaps that would
be the better course for the hon. member to
adopt. The hon. member for Barcoo, Mr. Kerr,
brought forward aspecificgrievance, and that was
in order. The hon. member seems to me now to be
traversing the whole of the Elections Act and
speaking in a general manner upon it. Tt would
be much better to deal with such matters as
polling-places for the next general election when
the Estimates are under discussion.

Mr. BOLES : I agree with you, Mr. Speaker,
but I think the debate has been pretty well on
the general question. However, I will gladly
leave the matter until the Hstimates come on,
when the Premier will have an opportunity of
reply. I have mno desire to take advantage of
him at the present time.

You must manufacture
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Mr, DUNSFORD : T do not think a matter
like this should be deferred until the Estimates
are under discussion, hecause we have no assur-
ance that the Estimates dealing with this par-
ticular question will come on immediately. If
this grievance is to be remedied it must be
remedied at once. It has been said by some
Ministers that we are only wasting time by
ventilating matters of this sort. Yet here we
are with a gereral election approaching and
fifty-four men are being disfranchised without
cause! Is the franchise of any good at all
to the people? TIf it is, then I =ay we are
not doing justice to any one of those fifty-four
men in depriving them of their votes. If one
man robs another of property he is punished,
but here we have wholesale robbery of the rights
of citizenship and there is no penalty attached
to the offence. Surely the matter is of sufficient
importance to discuss, and if there is any time
to discuss it this is the time. ‘“Now is the
appointed hour.” I see the Secrefary for Publie
Instruction laughing. I suppose he did not know
I was so well up in the scriptures. During the
time I have been in this House repeated occa-
sions have arisen on which members have been
compelled to rise and draw attention to grievances
similar to this. I well remember in 1893 my
colleague and myself had to mention a case
in which an effort was made at Charters
Towers to disfranchise 1,900 wmen, among
them being a parish priest, several justices of the
peace, mining managers, and other prominent
citizens, and these things are being repeated in
every portion of the colony. A man is com-
pelled to register a birth, a death, or a marriage ;
he can be compelled to register a dog ; but here
we have obstacles thrown in the way of register-
ing the right of citizenship. Why, in the name
of common sense, should obstacles be thrown in
the way of wen who contribute their share of
revenue to the State, who obey the laws of the
State, and who are educationally qualified to
vote? Let us put ourselves in the places of
these men who are deprived of their rights.
What would the Premier say if obstacles were
thrown in his way of recording his vote ?

The Premier : I would abide by the law.

Mr. DUNSFORD : The Minister would be
the first man to call upen his friends in the
House to assist him, and those friends would be
unworthy of the name, would be unworthy
representatives of the people, if they did not see
that justice was done towards him. It isour
duty to see that these fifty-four inen receive
justice, and it is only by ventilating the matter
that we can hope to gain a remedy, I hope it
will not be said that it is out of place that this
matter should be brought forward, and that we
are not to discuss such grievances.

The SPEAKER: I distinctly stated that it
was in order to discuss the grievance brought
before the House by the hon. member for
Barcoo, Mr. Kerr, but I said that if hon. mem-
bers traversed the whole of the ¥ilections Act that
would not be in order. The administration of
the Act can be dizcussed, but not the provisions
of it.

Mr, DUNSFORD : T am pleased the Speaker
has explained that matter, because I certainly
understood that he did not desire to see this
matter ventilated, T hope Government officers
will take notice of this discussion, and that they
will not act as though it were beneath them to
remedy such grievances. If this matter occurred
in the city a host of members would rize and pro-
test against it. There is no denying the fact that
thess men have been disfranchised, and such
being the case T hope an effort will be made to
see that they are put upon the rolls. It would
be unfair to the hon. member for Bulloo, and
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perhaps to others who might contest the elector-
ate, if, through the action of some officers of the
State, an election bore a different aspect to what
it otherwise would have done had these men
been enfranchised. I do not know whether
this action has been taken owing to the fact that
the hon. member for Bulloo is now what is
called a ‘‘rebel.” It may be that the Govern-
ment think he is worth powder and shot, and
that something may be done to disfranchise
certain men who would vote for him. If thatis
the case, or whatever the motive, I hope we
shall hear of no further cases of a similar
nature,
Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE.
PRISONS.

The PREMIER moved that £25,106 be
granted for prisons. This Estimate was £302
less than the provision required last year, and
the itemsin which decreases occurred were shown
on the Estimate, There were some small increases
of salaries to various officers on account of long
service. The report of the Comptroller of
Prisons showed that the number of criminals,
especially ‘long-sentence men, had been con-
siderably reduced, and the present discipline,
especially under the Offenders’ Probation Act,
seemed to be tending to a moral reformation—of
juvenile offenders, at any rate. The Act had
worked very satisfactorily, and he believed that
where men were not hardened in crime, a humane
attention to their wants and a firm discipline
produced a very excellent effect, and tended to
improve them and open the future of their
lives to more satisfactory conditions. The dis-
charge of duty in the Home Sécretary’s office
was of itself a very educational course for any
man who desired to have practical observation
of the working of some of our social proklems ;
and the study of our prisons and lunatic asylums
— moere particularly our prisons —afford con-
siderable instruction and food for reflection as
to the reformation of our criminal class. Some
men were hardened criminals, who seemed to
be beyond the reach of reformation, but he
had come to the conclusion that very prolonged
sentences did not as a rule tead to reform
men. He really believed that those prolonged
sentences were relics of a barbarous age; that
after men had passed the best years of their lives
in gaol they lost all energy and became of a
hardened or sour disposition, Perhaps he was
opening up a discussion on the question of
prisun discipline which he might desire should
not be protracted; at the same time it was a
matter for very serious consideration as to the
condition of our prisons ; that was to say, it was
a matter which hon. members who desired to
promote the social welfare of the body public
might well direct their attention to. Our prison
discipline at present was conducted on satis-
factory lines, and it was satisfactory to know
that the inmates of these institutions were con-
siderably reduced in number. He believed that
with continuing the system which had prevailed
of revising periodically the sentences pronounced
by our judicial tribunals, and giving offenders—
at any rate juvenile offenders—the benefit of the
Offenders’ Probation Act, they might hope for
the reformation of many who, if compelled to
serve long sentences, would degenerate into
hardened criminals.

Mr. GLASSEY bad listened to many of the
remarks made by the Premier with a great
amount of satisfaction. Those remarks showed
the value of a man holding for some length of
time the position oceupied by the hon. gentleman
as Ministeral head of the Prisons Department ;
and he entirely agreed with the hon. gentleman
that long terms of imprisonment and harsh
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sentences did not tend to lessen crime or to
reform persons. The hon. gentleman unfortu-
nately used the term ‘‘criminal class.” He
(Mr. Glassey) denied that there was such a
thing as a criminal class. Unfortunately there
were in almost every society persons who com-
mitted erime, but he did not believe—notwith-
standing all the evidence adduced, scientific
and otherwise—that it could be demonstrated
that there was such a thing as a criminal class,
Coming to the necessity of reviewing from time
to time the sentences passed upon people, he
hoped the hon, gentleman before he left office—
betore he relinquished his control of the prisons,
if possible—would review a few sentences. He
had brought cases under the notice of the late
Home Secretary, Sir Horace Tozer, and he musé
say that in many instances Sir Horace had
released persons sometimes contrary to the wishes
of some of his would-be friends, and even of some
portion of the Press, Sometimes strictures were
passed upon that gentleman because he exer-
cised a little forbearance and humanity ; and he
hoped, notwithstanding the opinions expressed by
certain critics, both in the Press and otherwise,
that the hon. gentleman now at the head of affairs
would—ashebelieved was honestly his intention—
review some of the sentences thathad been passed.
He trusted that when the hon. gentleman could
find it convenient he would review a good many
of the sentences, more particularly those of
young persons, and liberate them; and he
ventured to say that in nine cases out of ten the
result wonld be highly satisfactory, not only to
the individuals themselves, but to society as a
whole. He did not know whether the hon,
gentleman had ever considered the question of
removing the present penal settlement from the
island to the mainland., The existing site was
2 most unsatisfactory ome. He would also
suggest the abolition of the grouping system
in the prison. Amongst a group of twenty
prisoners some might have been there for long
periods, and others committed two or three
times, The association of the young with
such persons must infallibly do them harm. It
would be a good thing to classify the prisoners,
and young persons should mnot be permitted
to associate with hardened offenders. He had
never heen a believer in the necessity of inflict-
ing severe punishment on prisoners nor in
long terms of imprisonment. Prisons should not
be places of torture, but places where those
committed to them might have an opportuuity
of calmly reflecting on their misdeeds, and resolv-
ing on leading a better life. That, he was
certain, would lead to a great reduction in
criruinality. With regard to the vote he did not
see much to complain of. There was room for
an increase in the case of the more poorly-paid
officers. He noticed that at Blackall a warder
had vecently been appointed at £120. That did
not seem enough when they considered the extra
cost of living in towns in the interior. At St.
Helena and elsewhere the pay was higher, but
if it was merely an experiment, and if it was
determined to continue it, the Home Secretary
might see his way togive anincrease., He would
only briefly refer to the question of the lockup
at Fortitude Valley, because he believed the
junior member for that electorate had something
to say about it. The locality was altogether
unsuitable, and if it were removed the site might
be advantageously used for additions to the State
school. It was promised last year that the
matter should he attended to, but he was not
aware that anything had been done.

Mr. McMASTER wus pleased to see that the
Comptroller of Prisons recommended theremoval
of the lockup from Fortitude Valley. He had
been advocating its removal ever since he had
been a member of the House, It must be
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admitted that a very great improvement had
taken place in the lockup within the last year
or two, When the question was last before the
Committee he was not aware of that change,
and believed he did an injustice on that occasion
to the matron and her assistant. He was
informed on the hest authority that the matron,
by her kindness and firmness, had brought about
such a reformation in the lockup that had not
been known for many years, The yard had now
been surrounded by a high iron fence, so that
children could not see, nor hear so well, what
was taking placein theyard. Butnotwithstand-
ing all the improvement the site was objection-
able. It was anythiag but plessant to see
* Black Maria” bestowing its cargo of pas-
sengers there almost every afternoon just about
the time the school children were dispersing.
Therefore, the children came more or less into
contact with the prisoners located there. The
district was thickly populated; there were
buildings going up there nearly every day; the
number of scholars at the school was increasing
so rapidly that some of the pupils had to bLe
taught on the veranda, and there was a move-
ment now on foot to get increased school
accommodation. He hoped the Government
would act on the advice of the Comptroller of
Prisons, who in his report said—

Should it be deemed advisable to keep this gaol in
existence for any time, extra accommodation wiil be
required in the form of additional cells, in order to
better classify the prisoners, and especially for the
purpose of keeping first offenders apart from the old
and hardened ones.

Further on the Comptroller said—

This gaol is not in a good position, situated as it is in
a thickly populated neighbourhood. surrounded by
hounses, and a:jacent to large State schools. It isthere-
fore questionable whesher it would be advisable to
spend more meney in making additions which will
undoubtedly be required if 1t is to remnin in existence
where it is, or whether, as previously mentioned, it
would not be better to erect a new female gaol, built
on modern lines, on the Boggo road reserve, capuble of
holding all the female prisoners who are now detained
at the Valley and at Toowoomba.

The PREMIER : That is bemng ¢arried out.

Mr. McMASTER : Then he had no more to
say on the question, as they had now the promise
of the Minister that the lockup would be re-
moved.

The PREMIER : The hon. member for
Fortitude Valley who had just spoken might
have learnt from the newspaper reports that he
and his colleague, the Secretary for Public In-
struction, who was at that time Secretary for
Works, had made inspections with the view of
ascertaining if proper accommodation could be
obtained for the removal of the female prisoners
from Fortitude Valley to Boggo road. A suit-
able site had been decided upon, and the Govern-
ment Architect was instructed some time ago to
take levels and prepare the necessary plans.
It was not altogether appropriate that an
institution of that sort should be adjacent
to a State school, and the accommodation at
Fortitude Valley was not sufficient for the pur-
pose. It was intended not only to remove the
female prisoners from Fortitude Valley but also
from Toowoomba as soon as the new building
was erected, so that they might have all the
female prisoners under on= head. The gaol at
Boggo road, as well as at Stewart’s Creek, was
consiructed on the latest and most approved
principles for prison discipline, and there was
ample room there for the erection of another
ward. With regard to what the leader of the
Opposition considered to be ruther small pay for
a warder at Blackall, he might inform the hon.
member that the appointment had not yet been
filled up, bubt it was the lowest grade in the
warders’ service, and, as the hon, member knew,
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after a certain period warders got automatic
increases. It was gratifying to observe from the
report of the Comptroller of Prisonsthat the short
sentence prisoners represented 85 per cent. of the
number of persons convicted during the past
year, which proved that in the opinion of those
who had to inflict punishment upon offenders a
short term of imprisonment was the best that
could be prescribed in the case of first offenders—
juvenile offenders at any rate—w;th a view to
giving them some hope of reformation and a new
start in life. Of course while some men were
deserving of special cousideration, leniency
might be wasted upon hardened offenders; and
while he was not prepared to say that there
shouid be no long sentences, he believed that as
a general principle long sentences in the case
of men who were convicted for a first offence
did not tend to their moral reformation, but
rather to harden them into deliberate criminals,
With respeet to the association of prisoners,
which the leader of the Upposition had described
as undesirable, he knew the Comptroller of
Prisons was quite in accord with the views ex-
pressed by the hon. member, but the reason why
they were associated was simply because they
had not adequate accommodation to secure their
disassociation. The question of removing the
penal establishment at St., Helena to the main-
land was one that had been repeatedly discussed.,
He recognised that the gaol there was little more
than a stockade at present, and that it was cer-
tainly exposed to a great risk of fire. The dis-
cipline at St. Helena was excellent ; the men were
in good health, and he believed the majority of
them were being trained up to learn soine trade
and bescome useful when they emerged into life
again. He was clearly of opinion that if the
gaol was to be perpetuated there a much better
and much more secure building, affording larger
accommodation than now existed, would have to
be provided. In the meantime he declined to
commit himself to any special opinion as to
whether the gaol should be removed to the main-
land or new buildings erected at St. Helena.
But, notwithstanding his separation from the
Home Office, he should maintain an intimate
supervision of their prisons and prison diseipline,
as that was a matter which demanded the full
consideration and attention of any person at the
head of the Government. He was glad that
such a reasunable tone had prevailed during this
important debate.

Mr. McDONNELL was pleased to hear the
answer given to his colleague by the Premier, as
there was a general eonsensus of opinion in the
Valley that the present prison was in a very
unsuitable locality, particularly as it was so close
to the State school.  Certainly a new fence had
been erected hetween them, but the ¢ Black
Maria” always happened to be there when the
children were coming out of school, and that was
the most shameful part of the whole business,
They had been assured several times that this
matter was going to be attended to in the near
future, and he hoped that the promise now
made would be carried out this year, as the
matter was urgent. He would like also te
point out thut, although there was only ac-
commodation in this prison for twelve prisoners,
according to the Comptroller’sreport, there were
st one time as many as twenty-three there, and
that fact ought to induce the Government to
hurry up. Apother matter was in regard to
classification. The bulk of the female offenders
were sent to this priscn, but there was no system
of classification possible there at all. He
endorsed what had been said by his colleague in
regard to the matron, who did her duty to the
satisfaction of the department; bub of course
she could not help the present state of things,
and he would give a case in point. A little gixr]l was
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arrested sometime ago upon a charge of attempted
arson, He believed it was a trumped up charge,
but she was sent to this prison and remained there
waiting her trial, and during this time she bad
to mix up with the lowest criminals; and they
knew that when females became degraded they
were very low indeed. This child was respect-
ably reared, and the case against her fell through,
and he hoped the Crown Law Officers would 1n-
quireinto the matter. Such an occurrence as that
ought to be a sutficient inducement to the Go-
vernment to treat the matter as urgent, and not
lose any time over the erection of a prison for
females where proper classification could be
carried out.

The PREMIER wished to correct one state-
ment the last speaker had made in referring to
this little girl. There was as much classification
carried out as a small bulding would admit—
that was to say, first offenders and persons wait-
ing trial were kept aloof from those who were
convicted, and this girl was not allowed to herd
with the others,

My. McDONNELL: His point was exactly
as he had stated it. Some of those who were
waiting trial were just as disreputable as those
who were undergoing sentence.

The PREMIER: He was informed that the
girl was kept in a separate cell by herself the
whols time, so that she could not mix up with
the others. The hon., member would accept that
assurance from him,

Mr. DANIELS : The question of building a
new prison at St. Helena had come up nearly
every year, but nothing had been done yet. He
had been through the present building, and it
had at once struck him that in the event of a
fire it was pretty certain that about half of the
prisoners would be roasted. He thought it
wonld be ridiculous to continue the prison at St.
Helena when they had places on the mainland
to which it would be far less trouble to convey
prisoners and provisions. If the Government
sold St. Helena as building sites, he was sure
the proceeds would be sufficient to cover the
cost of the new buildings on the mainland.

The Home SECRETARY : Sell land! T thought
that was heresy,

Mr. DANIELS: It might be better to lease
the land, as the rents derived from building
leaxes would he sufficient to pay the interest on
the cost of construction of a first-class gaol. No
one ever heard him say that he was entirely
opposed to selling land under conditions, but he
was utterly opposed to seliing 20,000-acre blocks
—the pick of the country. If the new prison
was erected on St. Helena they would receive
nothing as a set-off. The Premier informed
them that the prisonersenjoyed the best of health
at St, Helena, and there was noreason why other
people should not have an opportunity of recruit-
ing their health there,

Mr. McMASTER, referring t> the case
brought up by his erlleague, said that according
to the report of the Comptroller of Prisons on
the Valley ganl the matron had made arrange-
ments whereby two female debtors had been
given separate accommodation from the other
prisoners, and, if she had done that in the case
of d-btors, it was pretby certain that she would
take care to keepn the girl in question from
mixing with the hardened criminals,

Mr, McDONNELL was quitesatisfied withthe
explanation of the Premier, but he would point
out, in reply to his colleague, that according to
the law separate accommodation had to be pro-
vided for debtors, whereas there was no such com-
pulsion in regard to this girl. If the matron had
placed her apart from the other prisoners it was
only because of her humane disposition.

Mr. DUNSFORD saw that during the year
some effort had been made to close some of the
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smaller prisons, and concentrate the prisoners in
the larger and better-class prisons, That was
a very good principle, because by that system
they might be able to effect an economy, whilst
at the same time improving the management,
There was a great deal of complaint about the
badly constructed prisons that were to be found
in different parts of the colony—at Normanton,
Cooktown, and St. Helena, for instance. They
were said to be unsafe and totally unfit for
prisons, so that they would soon have to face the
question where their prisons should be located.
1t was very evident that the area of St. Helena
was altogether inadequate for a large prison
establishment, because if the prisons were to
become self-supporting—and he saw no reason
why they should not—they must have scope in
which to work, According to the report of the
Comptroller of Prisons, the prison at Stewart’s
Creek was the best constructed prison in the
colony, but it was placed in a most unsuitable
locality—right in & swamp, on land which could
not be used for any productive purpose, and wasg
most unhealthy, and the prisoners were almost
eaten alive by the mosquitoes. The prisoners
were condemned to punishment, but that was no
reason why they should be condemned to torture,
and it was a species of torture to let loose the
Stewart’s Creek mosquito on them, He hoped
that when considering the question of sites,
the Minister would choose localities where the
prisoners would have a chance of being employed
in healthy occupations and assist the State to
make the institutions self-supporting.

Mr. STEWART noticed that according to
the report of the Comptroller of Prisons work
was performed at St. Helena for Government
departments to the value of £7,001 1s. 8d.
Would the hon. gentleman tell them what
particular work was done for the Government
departments ?

The PREMIER : The articles turned out
comprised saddlery, boots, tailoring, tinware,
tanks, and various other things required by the
Police and Railway Departments as well as all
other Government departments. The object was
to so train prisoners that they might earn aliving
on the expiry of their sentences.

Mr. McDONNELL asked why the £84 pre-
viously allowed o the Thursday Island gaoler
for extra cost of living had been discontinued ?
The officer received a comparatively small salary,
while the cost of living must be considerably
greater than it was further south.

The PREMIER : There had been no redue-
tion. The £84 was included in the sum of £284
which appeared under the heading “‘extra allow-
ances.”

Question put and passed.

REFORMATORIES.

The PREMIER moved that £2,405 be granted
for the Lytten Reformatory and Industrial
School for Girls, Toowoomba. There was an
increase of £250 for the Industrial School for
girls at Riverview, conducted by the Salvation
Army. Girls who were dealt with by the police
magistrate were sent there and an allowance of
5s. per week made for their maintenance.

Mr. BELL suggested that a better system of
training the reformatory boys might be adopted,
as had been suggested Ly the late Premier, who
thonght it would be a useful thing to send some
of them to sea. It seemed to him that the idea
was an excellent one, and would lead to the boys
growing up to a useful life.

The PREMIER: The matter was well worthy
of consideration. At present the boys were well
trained, and under a very kind master. Many
of those who had been hired out had accumulated
large sums of money, and Mr, Wassell acted as
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a sort of financial agent for them. There were
one or two cages in which the boys had as much
as £100 to their credit. Some persons were under
the impression that the wages were taken by the
State as a set off against the cost the boys had
been, but that was not so. Undoubtedly it was
desirable that more openings in life should be
found for the lads, and as an experiment two of
them had been sent in the new steamer “ White
Star” to Thursday Island. He also thought that
some of the other Government steamers might
be supplied with boys, In the meantime they
were under excellens discipline, and were treated
most humanely by Mr, Wassell. In all the cases
that had come under his observation the boys
could thank their stars that they had been taken
away from the streets and placed in such good
hands.

Mr. GLASSEY : The point raised by the
hon. member for Dalby was of considerable
interest. He was glad a beginning had been
made in the direction of giving the boys a sea
training, hut the outlet in the direction of
Government steamers was very limited, and he
would suggest that some of them might be
placed on the coastal steamers, He thought it
would be highly desirable if Parliament were
supplied with an annual report from the super-
intendent of the reformatory, so that they
might have some guide as to the number of boys,
what the occupations of tho<e hired out were,
and what their future was likely to be. Such a
report wounld be very useful and interesting.

Mr. BeLL: What do you think of the idea of
a training ship?

Mr. GLASSEY : Some system ought to be
devised by which these boys could be trained.
He bad never been satisfied as to how the boys
fared in the different parts of the country. He
was not going to say that they were badly
trested, but there should be more information as
to how they were engaged. He had met some
of them in different parts of the country who
had not that care and attention one would
like to see bestowed upon them, and it was
the duty of hon members to see that every
possible opportunity was given to those youths
so that their future might be assured,

The PREMIER: It seemed to be the custom
of the department not to have an annual report,
but there was no objection to one being furnished
—in faect, he thought it was desirable. The
department received monthly reports of a mast
complete character from Mr. Wassell, and the
system adopted was this: An intending em-
ployer wrote to Mr. Wassell to know if be had
a boy suitable for a certain purpose—farm or
station life, domestic service, or some other
kind of work. Mr. Wassell satisfied himself
that the intending employer was a man of
respectability, and if there was a suitable boy
he was licensed out at a certain wage. The boy
was instructed to communicate with Mr, Wassell
within reasonably short and regular periods,
and if the boy failed to write Mr. Wassell
addressed the employer to know how the boy was
progressing, and kept closely in touch not only
witgh the boy but with the employer. All
wages had to be paid periodically, and so far
as he could learn they were paid with great
regularity, and banked to the credit of the boys,
the Government retaining no part of their
wages. It was desirable that the boys should
have fuller opportunities for employment, but, so
far as he could learn, between individual em-
ployers and the Salvation Army, all the boys
available for service had been drafted off,
and it was desirable that the younger boys
should remain under discipline for a time.
The two boys sent by the ‘“ White Star” were
sent to initiate the system. He thought a
certain number should be employed on the
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Government steamers ; but he deprecated their
being employed generally on trading vessels on
the coast. 1t was desivable that they should be
under supervision and discipline, and he did not
think it would be altogether desirable that they
should come into competition with what he
might term ‘“free boys.” The system had to be
administered judiciously. It was going on
satisfactorily at present, and he thought the
superintendent deserved commendation for the
excellent way in which he looked after the
interests of the boys. In future he would see
that an annual report was furnished.

Mr. GLASSEY did not quite agree with the
hon. gentleman in drawing a distinction between
these boys and others whom he described as
¢ fres boys.” He made no distinetion. They
were part of our population ; and, with the view
of tuking them away from their old habits, it was
better to give the boys the opportunities be had
mentioned, so that they might become what the
hon. gentleman termed ¢ free boys ” more readily
than if they were restricted in the manner sug-
gested by the hon. gentleman. The hon. mem-
ber for Dalby referred just now to the training of
the boys on some vessel set apart for that pur-
pose, and he would readily fall in with that sug-
gestion, if it could be carried out without beirg
too expensive. It was unfortunate that those
boys bhad got into such habits that they had to
be sent to such an institution as the one under
consideration, but it was the duty of hon. niem-
bers to see that no restrictions were impo-ed
which would be any obstacle to their reform and
to their future welfare,

The PREMIER : He did not wish to draw
any invidious distinctions between the prospects
in life of those waifs and strays who were being
trained up by the State and those of what he
had called free boys; but practically there was
a very marked di~tinction to be drawn. If a
boy from the reformatory was assigned to one of
the steamship companies, under the statute law
of the colonyhe would have to be licensed to the
captain, and the captain would have to enter
into certain obligations to look after him when
in port. He did not think it at all likely that
any captain would burden himself with such a
respousibility when there were plenty of free
boys for whom he incurred no such responsibility,
Besides, it was the rule, he believed, that when
a father indentured his son to the sea he had to
pay a premium of 100 guineas, and with the
increasing number of applicants for a sea life
the premium was increasing, There would be
more difficulty than the hon. member imagined
in placing those boys on board ships where the
owners had a direct interest in providing them-
selves with boys who were able to piy a
premium. He might mention that some time
ago it was deemed desirable to have a training
ship in our ports, where those boys might have
the advantage of being trained to nautical
pursuits, and perhaps in time be drafted into
the Royal Navy. That seemed a very excellent
idea, but cold water was thrown upon 1t by the
Admiralty, who would not accept anyoune in
whose lives there had Leen the slightest tinge of
criminality., They were very emphatic in the
matter, and although representations were made
with the view of drafiing off some of the younger
boys nothing came of them. Doubtless a train-
ing ship would be a great boon, because, although
not drafted into the Royal Navy, the lads maght
make very gond merchant seamen.

Mr. DUNSFORD : He hoped the Premier
did not mean to imply that those boys were of
criminal origin or had criminal instincts.

The PrEMIER : Certainly not.

Mr. DUNSFORD : They had mainly gone
wrong through want of proper parental control,
The system of placing one lad with one employer
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and another with another was not a good one.
The main object of a master was to get as much
work as he could out of the boys; he did not
train them up to anything, but used them as
employees. He believed in the establishment of
a training ship, as suggested by the hon. member
for Dalby. That might be started on a small
scale, There was the ‘‘Lucinda,” which was at
present absolutely useless. Let the Government
utilise her for the purpose. The system had
been found to work very satisfactorily in Sydney
and elsewhere.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : While he be'ieved it would be a
very good thing to train some of those boys, the
suggestirm that they should be trained on the
“Lurinda” was bardly practicable. Whatever
might be the present use of the * Lucinda,” it
would be folly to attempt to train sailors on a
boat which had practically neither masts, nor
yards, nor sails.

Mr., McDONNELL: For a number of years
they had been promised a Bill dealing with State
children. Was it the intention of the Govern-
ment to submit that Bill this session?

- The PREMIER: Not this session.

Question put and passed.

WATER POLICE.

The PREMIER moved that £1,415 be granted
for salaries and contingencies, Water Police.
The amount was the same as was voted last
year,

Question put and passed.

BENEVOLENT ASYLUM, DUNWICH.

The PREMIER moved that £13,897 begranted
for salaries and contingencies for the Benevolent
Asylum at Dunwich. The total expenditure for
last year was £13,231. The Estimate therefore
showed an increase of £666, which was made up
by one assistant matron, a new appointment,
£40; one additional boatman, £3Y; a head
attendant, £80; and an increase of £500 in con-
tingencies, which included allowances to people
in lieu of going to Dunwich. There was a small
reduction in the wages of the ploughman. A new
system had been introduced of late by which an
allowance was made to aged people who had
relatives who could afford to give them shelter,
and it seemed to be working satisfactorily, The
Government gave those people in many cases
Bs. a week to prevent them going to Dunwich,
and that was cheaper than allowing them to go
Dunwich, while at the same time it maintained
them more in their own self-respect, and enabled
them to =pend their declining years among their
friends and relatives. He thought the system
was a good one so long as each case was
thoroughly investigated. Kven their best con-
ducted systems were liable to gross abuse unless
they kept a very strict surveillance over the
recipients of such charity, He was gratified to
be able to tell hon. members that the system
had during the short time it had been in opera-
tion relieved Dunwich to such an extent that
whereas it was proposed to erect two new wards
there, one wounld now be sufficient; and with
continuous vivilance the systen was capable of
further exiension. Another matter to which he
wished to refer was the appointment of a head
attendant. Hitherto the warders had all been
inmates of the institution, and there was reason
to believe now that the medical superintendent
should secure the services of a warder from out-
side, who would be more respected and less
suspected of partiality by the inmates. Hon, mem-
bers had had opportunities of visiting the insti-
tution, and he believed they would admit that Dr.
Smith carried out the very arduous duties which
devolved upon him as medical superintendent as
satiefactorily as they could be done under the
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present system.. Here again came in the question
of removing the institution to the mainland, but
on that point he had a very decided opinion.
He held that it would be much better to keep the
institution where it was; it was in a healthy
position ; the people were well fed and well
looked after, and if those aged perscns were
removed to the mainland they would become a
nuisance in the streetls, and tire out the patience,
perhaps, of those with whom they came in
contact,

Mr. GLASSEY entirely joined issue with the
hon. gentleman with respect to the continuance
of the benevolent asylum at Dunwich, The
only reason the hon. gentleman gave for keeping
it where it was at present was that the inmates
would become a nuisance in the streets and
objectionable to the community, and he entirely
disagreed with that statement. The site was no
doubt a healthy one, but life was not altogether
made up of eating, sleeping, and knocking about
a beach., Life wasmade up largely of association
with friends oceasionally, and social enjoyments,
and if the institution were on the mainland
many persons would very likely organise little
parties for the entertainment of the inmates,
take them baskets of fruit, sweets, and flowers,
and supplies of books, periodicals, and news-
papers, from which they were now pretty well
excluded. Of course they had an occasional
concert at Dunwich, but that was not sufficient.
He sincerely hoped that the propased additional
ward would never be erected at Dunwich, but that
theinstitution would be removed to the mainland.
What could be more cheering than for these old
people to have their friends visiting them,
inviting them to their homes, and seeing that
they were safely escorted back again? He
thought the balance of argument and the
balance of opinion would be in favour of the
removal of the institution. He was pleased to
hear the hon. member say that he had followed
in the line adopted by his predecessor in granting
allowances to aged persons rather than take
them away from their relatives and friends,
That was a step in the right direction, and,
so far as his experience bhad gone, it was
the best method that could be adopted.
There was another matter to which he wished
to draw attention, and that was as to how
far provision would he made to permit aged
couples to live together at Dunwich. He was
sure the hon, gentleman would agree with him,
as his predecessor had done, that it was a mis-
take to divide aged married couples, and where-
ever they could be kept together it would be very
much better that they should be, and it was
very much more humane. In some parts of
the world, and particularly in Great Britain,
arrangements had been made whereby all aged
couples were permitted to live together, and in
that they had the initiation of an old age
pension system, which be thought a step in the
right direction. He also hoped that the Home
Secretary would not ask aged couples to go away
from the localities where they had lived, and
where they might have friends.

The PREMIER : The cottage system which
had been discussed by his predecessor had not
been carried out, for the reason that the system
of making weekly payments had superseded it,
and it was no longer so necessary. He was not
at all convinced by the hon. member that this
institution should be removed to the mainland,
although the hon. member had depicted in very
effective language the greater comforts that
might be obtained. The hon. wmember over-
looked the fact that this institutirn was very
largely a hospital as well as a benevolent asylum.
Unfortunately, a large number of the inmates
were in such a condition that they could not.
leave their beds, and certainly they would be.
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guite unablg to enjoy the festivities the hon,
member referred to, They would also be a
severe infliction upon their relatives, if they could
be found, which in many cases they could not.
A great many cases were received at Dunwich
which the general and provineial hospitals had
gat tired of attending to, and from that point of
view it was better that these people should be
suffered to live out the evening of their lives
where they were, instead of being placed in the
suburbs of their large cities. He was sure the
position was healthier and freer-—that they had
more liberty there than they could possibly have
i Brisbane, e was convinced after a calm
vigw of the situation that they could not do
bettey than allow this institution %o remain
where it was, and to allow those who had friends
willing to receive them a small weekly dole to
relieve their necessities. He might at once say
that the whole of our charitable system would
demand most serious consideration at an early
date. Our method of granting relief was not
being conducted upon altogether satisfactory
lines; there ought to be more system in i,
Since he had been in the department he had
endeavoured to give relief in the most suitable
form; but our charitable allowances were
assuming very large proportions, and were a
heavy charge upon the taxpayers. The poor were
always with us, and they were increasing in pro-
portion as the population increased.

Mr. Grassgy : Bub the rich are always with

us, too. .

The PREMIER : This matter of charitable
allowances was pressed more upun the attention
of the Government here than upon that of Great
Britain, because in the latter country there were
large private benevolences, but in this colony all
the cost fell upon the taxpayer, and he was
convinced that in the near future some more
satisfactory system would have to be introduced,
Perhaps he was forecasting unnecessarily, and
extending the discussionupon the Estimates, butit
was a vast social problem which would have to
be tackled at a not very distant date,

. Mr. GLASSEY had not suggested the estab-
lishment of any institution where there would be
entire freedom from restraint. Coming to the
guestion of warders, they should have someone
with greater authority to look after the inmates
than the ordinary inmates. The system that had
been adopted by the board of guardians in
England, of which he had been a member, and
which had worked admirably, was that the
inmates were graded. The very old inmates
were placed in the charge of others notso old and
who were possessed of some education and intel-
ligence, while a number of other patients who were
less infirm were placed in the charge of others
Those who had the charge of the very infirm were
given a smallannualremuneration, and weregiven
separate quarters and cooked their own food,
and fyom the fact that they did not need to mix
with the other inmates they wielded greater
authority than they would have possessed if they
had been treated exactly as ordinary inmates,
At the same time he did not disapprove of the
employment of one or two persons to suparintend
the institution and see that discipline was main-
tained and at the same time that kindness and
benevolence were displayed. 1f the system he
spoke of was not in vogue in Dunwich, he
suggested that it might be tried, as it worked
very well in Eogland,

The PREMIER could not say that Dunwich
was worked on parallel lines with the institution
with which the hon. member had been connected
in England, but there had virtually been an
attempt at the system, inasmuch as nurses and
certajn inmates were appointed as wardsmen,
The object they had in" view in appointing
warders. who were not inmates was that they
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might have a general supervision of the whole,
and see that the inmate warders performed their
duties satisfactorily, and that they were sup-
ported in their authority by someone possessed of
more authority than the inmates. He did not
know that he eould promise any reformation of
the systew, as Dunwich was hardly on the same
lines as the institutions in England to which the
hon. member had referred. It was more a hos-
pital than a benevolent asylum. There were a
variety of diseases which required medical treat-
ment and trained nurses, and it would be practi-
cally impossible to allow the different wards to do
their own cooking.

Mr. GLASSEY : The hon. gentleman had
missed the point. The inmates were graded
according to infirmity. The more infirm were
placed under the charge of the stronger and
more intelligent inmates, who exercised consider-
able authority in consequence of their not mixing
with the ordinary inmates., The institutions of
Great Britain were also in the nature of bospitals,
s0 that they were exactly similur to Dunwich,
Those who were placed 1n charge of the older
inmates received a small allowance, were given
sepurate quarters, and cooked their own food—
but did not cook the food of those under their
charge.

The PREMIER : To a certain exteut the
inmates of Dunwich were classified. They were
not classified according to age, because they were
all on the shady side of fifty, so that there was
no necessity for it; but they were classified
according to the condition of their health, or
disease, or whatever it might be. The only
difference was that the inmate warders had not
a separate table, but _messed along with those in
their own wards. He attached some value to
the suggestions of the hon. member on account
of his experience, and when he had an oppor-
tunity of considering the matter with Dr, Smith
he would see if anything couid be done,

Mr. KERR said that yesterday a blind man
bad arrived in Brisbane from the Western dis-
tricts seeking admission to Dunwich. When he
(Mr. Kerr) was at Malvern Hills some two
months ago this man was there, and the shearers
made a collection for him. It appeared that one
of the conditions iinposed upon applicants for
admission to Dunwich was that their applica-
tions had to be signed by two householdess, and
the man, not being aware of that requirement,
had not had his -application attested by two
householders in the district where he was
known. He called on him (Mr. Kerr) yester-
day, and told him that the only person in
Brisbane whom he knew was the hen. member
for Cook, whom he had known many years ago
in the North, but he (Mr. Xerr) had not been
able to find the hon. member., He had only
known the man for two months, so that he did
not know whether he would be admitted. He
had not much money, so that, instead of stop-
ping at an hotel or a boarding house, he had gone
to the immigration dep6t. He thought that in
the case of a blind man, who was unable to earn
a livelihood, he ought to gain admission without
insisting on his papers being signed by two
householders,

The PREMIER thought it was a very reason-
able request to make that applicants for
Dunwich ~hould be recommend=d by some
person who had known them. They should bs
able to show that they had lived in the colony
and had not crogsed the border yesteriay, and
applied for admi-sion to Dunwich to-morrow.
Instances of that sort had occurred, and
Dunwich had such a good reputation that there
were many persons who would go there if they
could gef in withont any examination, The
medical officer, Dr. Wray, had to exercise the
strictest supervision, and it was not at all
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unreasonable that the papers should be certified
to by the police magistrate of the district from
which the applicant had come, or by two house
holders who had known him, That had been a
regulation of long standing ; it was a very proper
one, and he saw no reason to depart from it.

Mr. KERR : The applicant in the case men-
tioned wa< a stranger to Brisbane and was not
aware of the regulation, In addition to thast he
was blind and could not get about. He had
given all the necessary information at the immi-
gration depdt, and in such cases there ought to be
some means whereby such a person could be
immediately admitted to Danwich.

The PREMIER wished that the man had
applied to any other member of Parliament but
the hon. member for Barono, because if he had
he would have received such advice as would
have afforded him relief at once. Any other hon.
member would have told him to go straight to
the department. From there he would have
been taken to the depdt and kept there until all
the necessary papers had been sent to the district
from which he said he came ; and if everything
was found to be as represented he would undergo
a medical examination and be passed on to
Dunwich., How was the doctor to know whether
the case was bond fide unless those preliminaries
were gone throngh? The applicant in the mean-
time was well housed and fed and looked
after, and under those humane conditions he
did not think there was the slightest cause of
complaint or reason for occupying the time of
the Committee over such a matter.

Mr., KERR: There was no occasion for the
Premier to get his hair off. As s matter of fact
the applicant knew no other member than him-
self, and he had taken him to the depdt where
he was well treated by Mr. Brenan, There
ought, however, to be means by which persons
could be admitted more readily to Dunwich.

The PREMIER : It is a very proper regulation,
and I am not going to dispense with it.

Mr. McMASTER was rather surprised that
the hon. member had not taken the man to the
Under Secretary’s office at once, where an order
would have heen given for his admission to the
depdt until snch time as proper inquiries had
been made. He had had numbers of applicants
for admission to Dunwich, and he never found
any difficulty in getting them into the depdt in
the first instance. He thought the regulation
requiring inquiries to be made was a very whole-
some one, and it should be adhered to.

Mr. TURLEY was glad to hear that the hon,
gentleman was going to make some difference in
regard to the warders at Dunwich, because a
great deal of dissatisfaction had existed in the
institution for some time past in connection with
one of the inmates who had been appointed
warder. Numbers of complaints had come
under the notice of the superintendent, and he
had invariably glossed them over as far as lay
in his power. He would give one instance. The
person who was head warder had a reputation
for not being particularly easy with people who
were old and helpless and required assistance.
There was an old inmate of the institution who
was very helpless and who was suffering a great
deal, and the warder told this man that he
would not only have to get up and do certain
things, but he beat him with a stick. The patient
made every effort to get away, but the fact was
that soon afterwards it was recognised that he
was so helpless, and snffered so much, that he
had to be put in a ward in the local hospital.

The PREMIER : When did this occur ?

Mr. TURLEY : Not so long ago. A son of
this old person visited him not long afterwards,
and was told what had occurred, and he thought
the best thing the father could do was to see if
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the law would not protect him. He therefore
gave the father a sufficient amount to take out &
summons against the wardsman, but when an
application was made to the local clerk of petty
sessions, and the money was tendered, he abso-
lutely refused to issue the summons until he
could get the permission of the superintendent.
The matter was afterwards brought before the
visiting justice, but nothing came of it. Other
cases had heen brought under his mnotice,
and he believed the statements made to him
were facts, It seemed to him that not too much
responsibility should be placed on the shoulders
of inmates who might be given some little duty
to perform, and he was glad the Premier was of
opinion that it was necessary to have persons
paid to look after the old peoplein the institution,
He thought the hun. gentleman mightgo further,
and see that more than one was employed to
render all the as-istance that could be rendered
t0 those old people, who required as much care
and attention as could be given to them.

Mr. CROSS was in a position to verify toa

great extent the statements made by the hon.
member for South Brisbane. He had visited
Dunwich on several occasions, and he had heard
a series of very serious statements made in
regard to the conduct of a warder named Farrell,
He rememwbered visiting Dunwich on one
occasion when a poor emaciated specimen of
humanity on the steamer was so helpless that he
had to be assisted to the wharf, and he requested
this Mr. Farrell to be good enough to pay
attention to the poor fellow. The warder spoke
in such a brutal eff-handed manner as to raise
his temper. The poor fellow was taken on a
trolly and left at the entrance to the asylum a
considerable time, and treated in a manner dis-
graceful to the institution. He had called the
attention of the Home Secretary to the matter,
but nothing had come of it. He could assure
the hon. gentleman that it would pay to apporint
a select committee to examine into the conduct
of the whole asylum, He was not accustomed
to stand up and make statements which he
bad not good reason to believe were ftrue,
and he could assure the Premier that if he
would consent to the appointment of a select
committee hon, members would be startled at
the very serious charges which persons were
prepared to come forward and substantiate.
He gave the hon. gentleman credit for believing
that the institution was conducted on the most
satisfactory lines, but that was not the reputa-
tion it had in the eyes of a large number of
the inmates with whom he had come in contact,
and he thought that if a select committee was
appointed at an early date the hon. gentleman
would find great scope for his humanitarian
sympathies, How far the charges might be
true he did not know, but he could easily
imagine that the visiting justice, the Hon.
B. B. Moreton, did not readily lend his ear to
every complaint made. He could also under-
stand that in such an institution the complaints
might be both frivolous and numerous, but he
was prepared to produce writing over the signa-
tures of inmates who would give evidence and
bring other inmates to substantiate very serious
charges.
Mr. DANIELS had also received the same
story from people down at Dunwich, upon whose
word he could rely. Tt was not once that this
warder Farrell had abused the inmates, but
time after time, and he had got a lot of the poor
old people so cowed that they were afraid to
malke a complaint against him. In the event of
the Premier appointing a select committee of
inquiry he was certain that the charges made
by the hon. member for South Brisbane, and
endorsed by the hon., member for Clermont,
would be proved up to the hilt.
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The PREMIER : Dr. Smith had hitherto to
work with such materials as were at his disposal.
The warder referred to had, he believed, not
acted discreetly on all occasions, but it was in-
tended that he should be removed from that
position and an independent warder appointed.
Where 1,200 old people were collected together
there was likely to be a great deal of grumbling,
but if they were to listen to a'l the grumblers
they would have a very lively time of it. He
could employ the entire House on commis-
gions to inquire into frivolous complaints. Let
the hon, member for Clermant and others who
had distinet charges to make put them into black
and white, and he would have them innuired
into. The position of the medical superintendent
would not be worth occupying if he was to
be subjected to a parliamentary commission of
inquiry into the frivolous complaints of elderly
people who had nothing to do but to gossip and
complain, and when they saw a stranger there to
pour into his ears their tale of woe., Members
of Parliament were awfully sympathetic when
they visited our public institutions. It was too
good an opportunity to be missed : it furnished
them with pabulum for their speeches here.
While he did not think for a moment that there
were cases that onght not to be investigated, yet
toappoint a parliamentary commission to inquire
into every rumounr circulated would render the
life of the superintendent intolerable, and would
diminish his authority in conducting such a
very large establishment. It was his duty,
as head of the department, to support the
superintendent’s authority, but if charges
were brought before him in a corncrete form he
would have them promptly inquired into. Mauny
inquiries had been made by the visiting justice,
by Dr. Wray, and by Mr. Murray, the police
magistrate, and they had all ended in one con-
clusion—that the source of all those troubles was
the discontent of many of the old people them-
selves, who, although well housed, well fed, and
properly taken cave of, considered themselves
very ill-used individuals indeed,

Mr, HAMILTON : It was only natural to
suppose that where there were 1,000 decrepit old
men whose lives were a blank many of them
should be irritable and complaining; and on
that account they ought to be dealt with very
tenderly, Two or three days ago he met a very
old Northern miner who had just left the
establishment, and who told him that during the
whole of his stay there he had been treated
remarkably well ; and he had letters from other
inmates which related a similar experience.
Nevertheless, when they heard specific state-
ments like that made by the hon. member for
South Brisbane it was their duty to investigate
them. He believed that particular charge had
been inquired into, and it would be interesting
if the Home Secretary would inform them of the
investigation, or lay on the table the evidence so
that they could form their own coneclusions.

Mr, CROSS: The Premier’s reply did more
credit to his loyalty to his officers than to his
common sense, and while he appreciated his
loyalty, he could not give him credit for dis-
criminate and humanitarian principles. The
hon. gentleman’s statement that hon. members
on that side visited public institutirns for the
purpose of getting pabulum for their speeches
did not apply to himself. He was not in the
habit of making frivolous statements there which
were baseless, and would repeat that if the hon,
gentleman would appoint a select commitiee—
not a Royal Commission—which would cost the
country nothing, he would find those cha: ges sub-
stantiated. He wanted no commisson to mqnire
into the management of Dunwich. Dr. Smith
was only human, and like all gentlemen who had
been many years in an official position he might
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have got into a humdrum, mouotonous, narrow
groove, It was very likely that hisear hadlistened
to so many complaints that it had become dull
and insensible to a genuine grievance, and the
refusal of the Prem’er to appoint a committee to
inquire into the matter did not reflsct credit on
his humanity. At any rate he resented the
statement that members on his side listened to
thoge tales of woe simply for the purpose of
getting something to occupy the attention of the
Comumttee.

Mr. DANIELS objected to the statement that
members on his side got their information from
old men whose brains had become weak and who
would grambls. The person he got his informas-
tion from was not old enough for his brain to have
become weak, and as a matrer of fact he brlieved
his brain was quite as strong as that of the hon.
gentleman himself.

Mr. NEWELL did not know either Dr. Smith
or Mr. Farrell, bnt he knew two or three inmates
at Dunwich, and had visited the institution and
recelved letters from there, but no such tidings
of woe had reached him as had been related by
hon. members on the other side of the Huse.
His principal business in going thers was to
inquire how the inmates of the institution were
treated, and every one he spoke to said it was a
splendid place for old people. At the same time
they said there were some people there who
would grumble no matter what was done for
them, but that as far as they themselves were
concerned they had no room to giumble. Within
the last week he had received a letter from one
of the inmates, who, while saying that he would
rather be outside if he could obtain some light
employment, stated that he found no fault with
the institution,

Mr. TURLEY did not know what the
Premier meant when he said that members
made insinuations about things that had trans-
pired, He (Mr. Turley) made no insinuations,
and was not in the habit of doing so, but what
he said he said straightforwardly. If the system
under Dr. Smith was as good and was working
as smoothly as the hon. gentlem:n said it was,
and the complaints were only the grumblings of
old people who had no real cause of complaint,
what had induced the hon. gentleman to make
a change in the appointment of the wardsman?
He might tell the hon. gentleman that he had
not been to Dunwich for two years, but those
statements were brought to him, and when he
believed them to be true he would mention
them on the floor of the House whether the
hon. gentleman liked it or not. The hon,
gentleman said it was not right that any
person in charge of an institution of that sort
should be in terror of a parliamentary inquiry,
and that he was satisfied with a departmental
inquiry. He (Mr. Turley) did not value the
hon. gentleman’s departmental inquiries & snap
of the finger. He got a departmental inquiry
in connection with that ins'itution about two
years ago, but it was worth notbiog, because
the persons who came up to give evidence were
absolutely afraid to open their mouths. If every-
thing in connection with a public institution was
right, then thesuperintendent, or whoever might
be in charge of it, had nothing to fear from any
inquiry by a parliamentary ¢ mmittee or other-
wise. It was only when some things existed
which it was thought better not to bring to light
that an inquiry was feared.

Mr. HAMILTON thought that if specific
charges were made in connection with the insti-
tuiion, which appeared to have some truth about
them, the Premier would cause an inguiry to be
held. He did not know whether he was correct,
but he understood the hon, gentleman to say that
an inquiry had been held into the conduct of the
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warder, who had been accused of hitting a man
with a stick; but if no such inquiry bad been
held, then it ought to take place, He was sure
the hon. member for South Brisbane would have
no objection to specify the charge,

Mr. Turrey : I will give him the name and
everything.

Mr. HAMILTON : Then the Premier had
promised that any specific charge would be
inquired into. He had just been informed by an
officer of the House that he had lately received
private letters from Mr. Byrne, who once held
a prominent position on the Hansard staff. And
here he might say that it was a disgrace to the
House that it should allow an old parliamentary
officer to be in such a position. The House
should adopt the rule of the House of Commens,
and look after its own officers. If it did that,
Mr. Byrne would not be in Dunwich. Howerver,
Mr. Byrne, upon whose word they could all rely,
had written stating that Dr, Smith was kindness
itself to everybody about him, and was always
ready togetupat any hour in the night to attend
toinmates,

Mr. Tuvrrey: No one said anything to the
contrary.

Mr, HAMILTON : He was giving the state-
ment of a man who was well able to form an
opinion. Charges had been made against Dr,
Smith by members who had not given the names
of their informants ; but he had given the name
of a gentleman who bad spoken in the highest
terms of Dr, Smith. It was only fair that both
sides should be stated.

The PREMIER said he had no desire to
conceal anything or prevent a proper inquiry
being held whenever any concrete charge was
made. With regard to the charge that a man
had been struck with a stick, there had been an
inquiry into that already, and if hon. members
would call at his office he would be quite willing
to let them read the report. Although he could
not gather any specitic charge from what had
been said, he might say that one or two matters
bhad been investigated, but it was found that
they generally originated in some grumbling on
the part of the inmates. Any charges that hon.
members might formulate would be inquired into,
provided they did not go back too far,

Mr. TurrEYy: What was the result of the
inquiry into the case I have mentioned?

The PREMIER had not the papers before
him, but if the hon, member would call at the
office he would be glad to show thew to him.
He wished to satisfy hon. members as well as
himself as to the soundness or otherwise of such
charges.

Mr. Turrey : Is it not in consequence of the
number of complaints that the system is being
altered ?

The PREMIER : Distinctly not, The warder
who had been referred to seemed to have ex-
hibited a lack of judgment, and doubtless had
created feelings of autagonism and animosity
which a little more experience would not have
aroused. He also thought the system of baving
a paid warder instead of appointing an inmate
to the position was sounder and was capable of
further extension. He did not think the hon.
member for South Brisbane would impugn the
honour and ability of Mr. Murray, who inquired
into the case.

Mr., TurreY: I did not attempt anything of
the kind, What I said was that at one depart-
mental inquiry the witnesses seemed to be afraid
to open their months.

The PREMIER thought the hon. member
said he did not place any value upon a depart-
meuntal inquiry.

Mr, TurLeY: For that reason.

The PREMIER thought an inguiry conducted
by Mr. Murray would be satisfactory.
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Mr., JACKSON: Although the system of
granting a small weekly allowance to aged
persons might work very well near Brisbane, he
did not think it would work very well in the case
of those living a considerable distance from the
capital. He would be very glad if the Premier
would tell them whether the system had been
applied to such cases or not.

The PrEMIER: Yes, it has.

Mr. JACKSON : It was only with consider-
able difficulty that the Government could be
induced to make this allowance, small as it
was. What he particularly wished to say was
that there should be some system of decentra-
lisation. Dr. Smish pointed out in one of
his reports that Dunwich was so overcrowded
that it was scarcely healthy. Of course it would
be relieved somewhat under the new system,
which would render it unnecessary to build
new wards; but in spite of that, the sooner
they adopted a system of decentralisation the
better. It was far better that people who lived
in the far North and West should not be taken
from the places where they bad made friends,
but of course he quite recognised that such a place
as Dunwich would be alwaysnecessary, although
50 per cent. of the people there would be able to
take advantage of a system of old age pensions,
and the institution would be relieved to that
extent. The other 50 per cent. required medical
treatment, and would have to be maintained in
an asylum, so that a pension system would not
apply to them. Dr. Smith made two sugges-
tions, One was that benevolent wards might be
established in connection with the hospitals.
That was a good idea, although it might be too
elaborate to adopt. 1If that system could not be
adopted, then an asylum might be established in
the North or West, as Dunwich was not suitable
to everyone. The sea coast did not agree with
everyone, and at Dunwich they were rather
unpleasantly situated in the vicinity of St.
Helena and the leper and quarantine stations.
If an asylum was built in the West it might be
the means of prolonging the lives of many poor
people,

The PREMIER : When the colony became
more closely populated it would be time enough
to consider the advisableness of establishing
other asylums. The relief granted to the aged
destitute was not confined to Brisbane, but was
given throughout the colony. In {acthe believed
the majority of those who were liberated from
the institution, and an allowance made to their
friends for thelr support, went into the interior.

Mr. DANIELS conld not see why the Premier
should object to shifting the institution from
Dunwich, f was a grave blunder to ever place
it there. At least one-half the men at Dunwich
were able to do a certain amount of work, and
if they were placed on good agriculbural land and
given improved farming machinery they would be
able Lo make the institution nearly, if not guite,
self-supporting.

The PrEMIER : Will you employ them ?

Mr. DANIELS: People would not employ
labourers if they happened to have grey hairs, and
sn they were compelled to go where they could
get food, Farming was not so laborious as it
used to be, as a great deal of it could be done
sitting. An attempt had been made at Dunwich
to drain some land to cultivate, but the place
selected was below the level of the salt water,
and when the tide rose the salt waterran through
the sand. The men had been working for
months in trying to drain that land, while the
Government had plenty of good agricultural
land where they might be profitably employed.
If the hon. gentleman would not shift the insti-
tution the time would come when it would have
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to be shifted, because it would be a continual
drain on the State as long as it remained in its
present position.

Mr, DUNSFORD : At present many cases of
incurable cousumption were sent to Dunwich,
and it seemed unfortunate that those persons
should be sent there to mix with the other
inmates, whose lives would thus be shortened.
It was intended, he understood, to build a con-
sumptive hospital at Dalby, and he hoped those
patients would be sent to other parts of the
colony or be separately treated at Dunwich.

The Premigr : There is a separale ward at
Dunwich.

Mr. DUNSFORD: His information was
different. The consumptives did not slesp with
other patients certainly, but they ate at the
same table and mixed with them. Besides, in
his opinion, the damp climate was not suitable
for consumptives.

The PREMIER would be very glad if the
local hospitals would keep their consumptive
patients, but they declined to do so, and some-
thing must be done with the unfortunates.
There was a separate ward in Dunwich for con-
sumptives, but the patients mixed with one
another just as persons in Queen street did.
The hospital at Dalby was not intended for
incurable consumptives, but merely for those in
the first stages of the disease for whom there was
some hope of ultimate cure. Tt was not intended
to load up the Dalby hospital with all the
incurable consumptive patients in Queensland.

Mr. DUNSFORD: If special treatment was
necessary for consumptives, and the climate in
their respective districts did not suit them, was
it not natural that they should find their way to
Brisbane and use what influence they had to
obtain admission to consumptive hospitalg, where
they would receive special treatment. If it was
to be understood that comsumptives were not to
be received at the consumptive hospital but that
the Premier desired themn to remain in their own
localities, and that if they made their way to
Brisbane they would be sent to Dunwich——

The PreMIER : If destitute.

Mr. DUNSFORD : Then he thought that was
a very unsatisfactory statement to make to the
Committee.

Mr. FITZGERALD pointed out that a great
deal of legislation had been introduced by the
Government since they had been in office, but it
chiefly consisted of Bills dealing with diseases in
stock. There was legislation for ticks, rabbits,
the extension of pastoral leases, and quite a
variety of other matters——

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member is not
in order in referring to those matters. 'The
question before the Committee is the vote for
the Dunwich Benevolent Asylum.

Mr. FITZGERALD wished to point oub that,
while they spent a vast amount of time in
legislating for animals which had no future
existence, the poor unfortunate human being was
neglected, and the Government paid no attention
to the old pioneers of the colony. The Premier
tried to push aside the arguments of the junior
member for Charters Towers, but there were the
circumstances all the same ; and he did not think
that hon, members on the Ministerial bench really
wished to assist those people at Dunwich at all,

Question put and passed.

STEAMER ‘‘ OTTER.”

The PREMIER moved that £3,339 be granted
for the steamer * Otter,” Ilon. gentlemen were
aware that this estimate had been divided, the
steamer *‘ Lucinda” being in the Chief Secre-
tary’s Department, and the “Otter” in  the
Department of the Home Secretary,

. Question put and passed.
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The House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported
progress, and the Committes obtained leave to
sit again to-morrow.

The House adjourned at five minutes past 11
o’clock.





