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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBILY.

WeDNESDAY, 5 OCTOBER, 1898,

The SpEARER took the chair at half-past 3

o’clock.
THE LATHE PREMIER.
HFURTHER MESSAGES OF SYMPATHY,

The SPEAKER : I have to announce to the
House that I have received the following com-
munication from the Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly of Western Australia :—

I am desired to forward you the following resolution
passed this day by the Legislative Assembly of this
colony :—* We, the members of the Legislative Assembly
of Western Australia in Parhiament assembled, having
learnt with sorrow of the untimely deatn of the
IIonourabie T. J. Byrnes. Prime Minister ot Queensland,
desire to express to the Darliament and pesple of that
colony our sympathy with them in the sad loss they have
sustained.”

JAMES J. LEE-STERE,
Speaker.
I have also received the following from the
Spesaker of the House of Assembly, Tasmania :—

By a unanimous vote of the House of Assembly I am
desircd to eonvey to you. angd through you to the people
of your colony, the profound regret of this House for
the lamentable death of the Honourable Thomas Joseph
Byrnes, Premier of Queens'and. His too early deceuse
is sincerely mourned both on account of his nigh per-
sonal ¢haracter and attainments and the disappoint-
ment of well-founded hnpes that the cause of Australian
federation would receive valuable assistance ifrom his
able and influential advoeacy.

NICHOLAS J. BROWN,
Speaker.
THE SEAT OF THE LATE PREMIER.

The SPEAKER : I have to inform the Houge
that T have reccived from the Registrar-General
a certified copy of the registration of the death
of the late Hon. Thomas Joseph Byrnes, member
for the electoral distriet of Warwick, which I
now submit for the information of the House,

The PREMIER : T beg to move—

That the seat in this House for the electoral district
of Warwick has become and is now vacant by reason of
the death of tue Hon. Thomus Joseph Byrnes, late
member for the said electoral district.

Language, Mr. Speaker, is wholly inadequate to
convey the heartfelt sorrow which we all experi-
ence at having to accept this motion,

HoXOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Qaestion put and p .s-ed,

QUESTIONS,
Cavcus OF (GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS.

Mr. LEAHY : T wish, without notice, to ask
the Premier whether his attention has been
called to reports appearing in the Brisbane daily



658 Ministerial Statement.

papers of to-day—the Courier and Telegraph—of
a meeting of members on this side of the House
keld yesterday on public business, and whether
the information contained in those reports, as
intimated in the papers, was conveyed to the
representatives of the said journals by the hon.
gentleman, or under bis instructions ?

The PREMIER replied: I have read the
report in the papers. I cannot say who gave
instructions for i:s publication, but at the same
time I do not know that the report is sub-
stantially incorrect or inaccurate.

Mr. LEanY : T did not ask that question,

Mr. Dawson: You implied it.

The PREMIER : T am not responsible for its
publication ; that is my answer.

SALE oF RATLWAY WHARP AT CAIRNS,

Mr. DAWSON asked the Secretary for Rail-
ways—

1, Is it true that the Government are advertising the
sale by auction « f railway wharf at Cairns un indefeasible
lease for twenty years?

2. Is the proposed sale in accord with the wishes of
the people of Cairns?

3. If not, will the Minister consult the people’s wishes
before proceeding any further?

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS
replied—

1. Yes.

2. I cannot say, beyond the fact that the mayor of
Cairns has asked that a clause providing for resumption
at six (6) monthks’ notice be inserted in the lease.

3. No; as the sale of the lease is being made in the
nterests of the Railwav Department.

PETITION.
Carrxs Gas Compaxy BIiL.

Mr, DRAKE presented a petition from the
Cairns Gas Company, Limited, asking for leave
to introduce a Bill to enable the company to
supply gas and other light to Calins and its
suburbs, and for other purpuses.

Petitivn received,

MINISTERIAYL STATEMENT.

The PREMIER (the Hon. J. R. Dickson) :
‘With the porwsission of the House I desire to
make a Ministerial statement. Since this House
rase we have all attended the funeial of our late
Premier, and I am sure that the feelings of
sorrow which filed us at his decease have not
sulisided even by this time, nor will they for a
very long period. The demonstration which
took place on that occasion shows how pro-
foundly moved was the whole heart of the people
of Queensland, because I think I may safely
assert that at no previous event in the history of
Queensland connected with the decease of a
public man or statesinan has any such demon-
stration of public sympathy been evoked or
extibited by such a concour-e of real and sincere
mourners as was manifested on that occusion.

HoxotraBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear |

The PREMIER : Since that event took place,
I have been summoned by His Excellency to
form an Administration, and baving offered seats
in the Cabinet to my hon. co'leagues under the
late Administration, and those gentlemen having
honoured me with their offer of most loyal
and cordial support, I felt myseif in a position to
place my services at the disposal of His Excel-
leney, and thersupem 1 was swoin in as Vice-
President of the Kxecutive Courcil, and as
Chief Secretary of Queensland, which cffice I
now hold in connection with my former Miunis-
terial portfolio of Home Secretary. My hon.
colleague, the Hon. W, H. Wilson, formerly Post-
master-Genera under the late Administration,
has also been sworn in as Minister for Justice in
connection with his previous portfolio, and I
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now lay on the table of the House the Queensland
Government Guzelte containing these announce-

ments.
Mr. DawsoN: Where is your Attorney-
General ?

The PREMIER : Mr. Speaker,—I am fully
sensible of the many—the very many—deficien-
cies in my character which would make me appre-
hensive of supportir g the weight of sueh great
respousibilities as attach to the Premier-hip of
Queensland, and possibly more especially at the
present time. I feel also, Sir, that I, or any
other man of normal character and ability, must
suffer very markedly by contrast with such an
illustrious man us has just passed away from us;
and therefore it reguires no small amount of
moral courage and determination to accept the
great and serious and solemn responsibility
attaching to the Premiership at the present
time. But I feel—and I say it with all sincerity
—that God being my helper, and with the loyal
support and assistance of old and experienced
colleagues, who each and all have made their
mark on the political history of this colony in
connection with their public career—supported
by them, supported also by what I conceive to
be a loyal, solid phalanx on this side of the
House who have hitherto shown an amount of
loyal solidily in supporting my predecessors—
relying upon such support; relying upon the
experience of my colleagues; relying also upon
my own determination to face all obstacles and
with a firm hand to do that which is right
regardless of consequences in the high and
elevated position of Premier of Queensland—
relying on that determination, I have no fear
or hesitancy in accepting the responsible duties
imposed upon me.

Hox0URABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : In assuming the adminis-
tration of the country, the Government of which
I have the honour to be the head intend to
proceed with the busivess of the country at the
point where it was arrested by the untimely
death of our late lamented Premier. I see no
reason, with a united party and the wisdom of
my colleagues, why we should hesitate to pro-
ceed with such legi-lation as was approved by
the late Prenier, and was in fact inspired by
him; and my determination is to submit to
the House and to proceed at once with such
measures as were temporarily arrested by the
event to which I have referred, I desire to
pass through the Estimates in the usual form.
I desire to submit to the House and to proceed
with those measures of legislation which have
been announced by our late Premier, and which
have been held in abeyance in the hope of
having the beunefit of his presence to enable us'to
carry them to a satisfactory conclusion, I see
no reason why the present session should prove a
barren or wholly unfruitful one, or that we
shimld be deterred from proceeding with those
mearures already announced, and which the
country awairs with hopeful expectancy. Under
the~e circumstances I hope the wisdom of the
Houze will determine how many-—it is not for
me to forecart what the Houre will determiie
it is for me to inform the House that I intend to
place these matters before them for considera-
tion, and I must throw uyon hon. members who
may resolutely oppose them the responsibility of
the position in which they will stand at the con-
clusion of the session. I give, therefore, to the
House the intimation that I desire to press
through the business of the country. In fact,
I should like and I should hope that hon. gentle-
men opposite, particularly sceing the untortu-
nate position of public business delayed by the
sad event which we all deplore, will assist Par-
liament to, at any rate, make this session more
fruitful, Let us have by all means full and
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gearching criticism. T invite the fullest criti-
cism, but I hope that the criticism of the
Opposition will be of a generous character, and
that they will ¢onsider the embarrassing circum-
stances in which the Government have been
placed at the present time. I think it wonld be
unwise and improper in the present position of
affairs to introduce any new featurss of policy.
Doubtless when we approach the dissolution of
Parliament a policy will be submitted to the
country on which we will stand or fall. In the
meantime we take up the reins where they were
suddenly dropped, and I trust to the generous
forbearance of hon. members to assist the Go-
vernment in carrying through those measures—
many of which hon. members on the other side
have approved of—and to assist in making the
session more fruitful.

M:; MoceDonNaLp : Why not go to the country at
once ?

The PREMIER: I have already expressed
the determination of this side of the House to
proceed with pubiie business.

Mr. McDoxanp: You are afraid to mest the
people.

The PREMIER : The Government are nob at
all afraid to meet the people. They rely on the
confidence and support of the people. They
would not hold office if they had any apprehen-
sion that they did not represent the people, and
as leader of the Government I emphatically
assert that we believe and know that we af
the present time possess the thorough confidence
and respect of the psople, and will not be
afraid to appear before our constituents when, in
our opinion, a suitable titue arrives.

Mr. McDoxarLp: You are only there on suf-
ferance,

The PREMIER : I think I neel say no more
on this occasion. I may say that if by our
counsels in legislation, and by our administra-
tion, we are able to extend the welfare of every
dweller of this land, our services to the public at
the present time will not be regarded as wholly
vain.

HoNoURABLE MENBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. GLASSEY : I may claim the indulieace
of the House to make a few observations. 1am
sure every hon. member fully shares the senti-
ments expressed by the hon. gentleman with
regard to the death of the late Premier, and I
think we must congratulate the hon. gentleman
for the amount ot courage he has displayed on
the present oceasion,

HonoURrABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. GLASSEY : Courage which is worthy of
emulation by younger men, He already tells us
that he represents a united Cabinet, and a solid
and compact party. That, of course, is informa-
tion that we were not prepared to hear. Never-
theless, I presume the hon. gentleman is fully
armed and equipped, and is authorised to make
the statement he has just made. I must con-
fess that I am somewhat disappointed at the
statement made this afternoon, knowing the
sentiments expressed by the hon. gentleman
some little time ago with regard to this
continuous Ministry ; yet he is not slow
to come forward on the present occasion with
all the boldness imaginable and tell us that
he is quite prepared to continne that same
continuous Ministry with he himself at the head.
I should have expected, considering the cirenm-
stauces which exist at the present time with
regard—not to the compactness or s lidity of the
hon. gen leman’s party, because that is a matter
on which there is very little room for doubt—-
but seeing that we are within ten or twelve weelks
of the cluse of the ordinary parliamentary session,
and seeing that not a single measure of import-
ance has yet been placed on the statute-book,
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although we have been in session for nearly
three months, I should have expected a very
different starement from the bon. gentleman.
He has told ns that we are about to enter on a
session of vigour, and a sess’on, he hopes, of use-
fulness—a sessim which he hopes will prove
fruitful and beneficial to the people of Queens-
land,

The SEcrETARY FOR PurLic LaNDS: Hear,
hear! Whv not?

Mr. GLASSEY : Cong'dering the present
state of atfairs, consideving the uncertainty
which ex’sts, ¢rosidering, ton, the opportunity
for usefulness which the Guvernment has had,
the time has come for them to seek for the
endorsement or otherwise of the constituencies
of this country.

MEeMBERS of the Liabour party : Hear, hear!

Mr. GLASSEY : The Governmenst are bound
in the course of a short time to seek the suffrages
of the people—to ask for that endorsement of
their policy to which I have alluded, or to allow
the people an oppurtunity of saying that the
time has come when the present state of affairs
should be brought to an end.

Mr. Dawson : They are a united party—there
is no difference of opnion,

The SEORETARY For PusLic LANDs : So are

ou.
y Mr, GLASSEY : The Premier hopes that he
will be able to pass some useful measures.
presume one of the measares to which he alludes
is the Mining Bill.

The SEcRETARY ¥OR Pupiic Lanps: Hear,
hear !

Mr., GLASSEY : Does the hon. gentleman
allude to the Mining Bill ?

The PreMIER : T hope so.

Mr. GLASSEY : I helieve I am right in say-
ing that that Bill, which has not yet been intro-
duced, contains some 236 clauses. Now, I ask
any hon. member who Iiis had experience of this
House during the last few sessions is it pos-ible
in ten short weeks, or even in twelve weeks, to
place a measwie of such magnitude and imnpor
tance—dealing as it does with one of the greatest
industries of the colony—on the statute-book
wish any d-gree of satisfaction ?

Mr. McDowaLp : They do notintend to.

Mr. GLASSEY : The hon. gentleman also
stated that he hoped he will be ab'e to get
through the Estimates. I tell the hon. gentle-
man that, so far as my opinions go, and so far as
my weight goes, whatever it may be worth, he
will not grt through with the Estimates.

The SPEAKER : The hon. member is now

excecding the bounds allowed on oceasions like
the present. There is no question before the
Houze, and I trust the hon. member will con-
form to the parliamentary usage on such occa-
sions.
Mr, GLASSEY : I have no desire to prolong
the discussion, as there will be full opportunity
to deal with the question on some other cecasion.
Briefly, T may say I am disappointed at the
statement of the Premier. I thought he would
have told us that, considering the present
unhappy circumstances, he would ask the House
to pass two or three measures of some urgency,
ask for temporary Supply, and then wind up the
ses~ion and go to the country. T hope that will
be done,

MEuBERS of the Liabour party : Hear, hear!

Mr. GLASSEY : That is the policy of the
party sistmg on this side. We are not desirous
at this late period of the session of prolonging
the agony which, unfortunately, has existed for
some length of time, and of perpetuating this
continuous Ministry. I have nothing mure to
say on the present oceasion,  Perhaps on another
occasion I may have a good deal to say,
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JURY BILL,—INTESTACY AND IN-
%%IIJ\TIIITY (LOCAL ADMINISTRATION)

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
messages from the Council returning these Bills
without amendment.

CORRESPONDENCE—RATLWAY
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT.

On the motion of Mr. DAWSON, it was
resolved-—

1. That there be laid on the table of the House copies
of «all correspondence between the District Traffic
Manager and the Railway Department, referring to the
exercise of discretionary powers by Distriet Traffic
Managers, or conferring, or repudiaring. or commenting
upon, the exercise « fany suech powers by him.

2. Also copies of instruetions issued to the Northern
and Central district traffic managers with reference to
enlarged powers.

BISHOPSBOURNE, Etc., BILL.
SerecT COMMITTEE.
On the motion of Mr., GROOM, it was

resolved—

1. That the Bishopsbourne Estate and See Endow-
ment Trusts Bill be referred for the consideration and
report of a Select Committee, with power to send for
persons and papers, and leave to sit during any adjourn-
ment of the House.

2. That such committee consist of Mr, Avmstrong,
Mr. Stomm, 3Mr. Jackson, Mr. Jenkinson, and the
mover,

SLAUGHTERING BILL.
The:1 SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
movea—
Th-t the House will, at its next sitting, resolve

itself into a Comnittee of the Whole to consider of the
desirableness of introducing a Bill to provide for the

licensing and inspection of slaughter-houses, and to

regulate the slanghter and sale of meat.

Mr, M¢DONALD: I think the hon. gentle-
man, in dealing with this matter, ought to give
us some information about it, for the reason that
owing to the present state of affairs we have
been Jed to believe thut these Bills are merely
brovght in to be laid on the table and have no
further action taken upon them,

The PREMIER: Who said s0?

Mr., McDONALD : Would the hon. gentle-
man like me to tell him why I come to that
conclusion ?

The PREMIER : That is not my question,

Mr. McDONALD: With the consent of the
House, I will tell the hon. gentleman. These
Bills are not intended to be passed simply
becauss the hon. gentleman has not got the sup-
port of his own party.

MEMBERS on the Government side: Oh, oh!
You try it.

Mr. McDONALD: The hon, gentleman is
only in his present position on sufferance,

MeuBERS on_the Government side : No, no'!

Mr. McDONALD : When the hon. gentleman
talks about upholding the dignity of the position
I can tell him —-

The SPXAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man is wandeiirg from the question hefore the
House.

Mr, McDONALD : I quite grant that, but
the hon, g-ntleman invited an answer. I asked
the cousent of the Heuse, and I took it that the
other side assented fo me making an explana-
tion. I then immediately proceeded to inform
the hon. gentleman of Lis exact position. I do
not make any bores about this matter.

The SECRETaRY ForR Priric Laxps: What
about the neat ?

Mr, McDONALD : There is supposed to be
meat on it, but I maintain there is only bone.
I am going to take up the position that I will
obstruct any business that the Government
brings on until they go to the ¢ountry.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUOTION @
That is intelligible.

Mr. Dawson: It is honest.

The PREMIER : Why does not your leader say
507

Mr. McDONALD : You are not leader on
that side, and you know it.

The SPEAKER : Order!
man must address the Chair.

Mr. McDONALD : I quite recognise that.
The day is long, and this is a very important
Bill now before us. I do not know whether the
hon. gentleman has introduced it for the purpose
of getting the inside running of the hon. member
for Wide Bay, who has a Bill before the House
dealing with the dead meat trade. 1t appears
that there is a kind of competition between the
two hon. gentlemen, bat I feel quite confident
that the hon, member for Wide Bay will hold bis
own. This Bill is purely intended to take the
wind out of the sails of the hon. member for
Wide Bay, and it would only have been a matter
of eommon decency to have waited until the Bill
of the hon. member for Wide Bay was intro-
duced. As far as I understand this matter, it is
likely to need a very big Bill to deal with it
—probably a Bill like the Mining Bill, contain-
ing over 200 clauses, Is it at all likely that we
will be able to deal with such a large measure
before the end of this session? Owing to the
general state of politics it is niost unlikely, and it
is a mere waste of time. It appears to me that
this Bill is introduced for the express purpose of
wasting time. The best thing under the circum-
stances would have been for the hon. gentleman
to have allowed his leader, Mr, Philp—T mean
Mr. Dickson—to announce that the Bill would
be introduced but not proceeded with, and that
it would be embodied in the policy for the next
general elections. This motion requires a great
deal of consideration, and I therefore propose to
move the omission of all the words after the word
““That,” and later on I shall propose to insert
other words. I have been, like the hon. gentle-
man at the head of the Government, a good
many years in politics, and I therefore do not
think it wise to show my hand all at once.
Perhaps, therefore, it would not be wise or
politic to tell the hon. gentleman what words
I proposed to insert. Seeli g that the Premier
is s0 anxious to go on with business, perhaps it
would be wise to hold the matter in abeyaunce
until the words have Leen struck out,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIO LanNDps: Is the
House gouing to suffer this tomfoolery much
longer?

Mr, McDONALD : We have suffered the
hon. gentleman and his crowd long enough, and
he will have to suffer us for a little while, I can
agsure him that it is not a bit of use hislosing his
temper at this stage of affairs. It is quite
possible he may lose his temper a little later on,
but if he takes my advice he will not lose it now.
I tell the hon. gentleman distinctly what my
ideas are, and of course the leader of the Govern-
ment—with his strong majority—knows exactl”
what to do. If they want to sit me down the,
have the power in their hands to do it with their
splendid majority, T am quite prepared to take
all the responsibility and risk for my action, but
when the hon. gentleman talks about tomfoolery
I would ask him to remember the caucus meet-
ing of yesterday, and ask whether there was any
tomfoolery there,

The SPEAKER : Order, order !

Mr. McDONALD : I think the hon. member
lost his temper a great deal more upon that
particular occasion than there is any need for
now, aud it would be wise for him to hold his
tongue on this occasion. If he has anything to
say, he can wait and speak on the motion the
same as any other hon. member.

The hon, gentle-
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The SecrETaRY For PusLic Lawps: It went
homs all right,

Mr. McDONALD : Yes, I believe you did go
home yesterday, and tkat some hon. members
got home very strongly. This is one of the
measures that the Government should have
asked us to consider some time ago. We all
know that in this colony, which is one of the
largest exporters of meat, there is a great deal
of slaughtering done, but the Government made
no attempt to deal with the matter uniil the
hon. member for Wide Bay took it up, although
it has been referred to several times within my
own knowledge, The moment an hon. member
on this side had the conrage to grapple with the
question we find the S-cretary for Agriculture
‘132(.)'['11168 down and attempts to introduce a similar

1l

Mr. KeogH : It is never too late to mend.

Mr, McDONALD: Yes; but in the prasent
state of affairs I do nob see any possibilisy of
amendment, It is a well-known fact that some
of the weat that has been slaughtered n $his
colony has been uufis for human consumption,
and a great deal that has been exported has been
landed in London in a very bad state. In fact
one of our late Pr-miers, Sir Thomas McIlwraith,
I think, stated in Tiondon that the meat sent
from this colony was of a very inferior character
altogether, and he advised that all the meat
exported - should be inspected—a course which
would very much further the interests of the
meat industry. It is only a few days ago that
we heard that, through the very insufficient
inspection, a whole shipload of meat sent from
here was condemned, and had to be destroyed,
which resulted in an enormous loss, and risked
the reputation of the colony. We have known
of cancerous cattle being slaughtered for human
consumption, the result of which must be the
spread of various obpoxious diseases right
throughout the colony. Itis very well known
in the medical world that a great many diseases
society is subjest to are contracted by eating
diseased cattle, and there have been very injuri-
ous results to the people where there has been
an absence of inspection. 1 think there should
be very strict rules in regard to the licensing
and inspection of slaughter-houses, and I advise
the hon, member to lovk seriously into the
matter, and see whether sufficient protection
is given by the Bill he seeks to introduce.
believe he has an open mind, and is always ready
to accept suggestions, and I am sure that he
will accept a suggestion from me and see that
proper provision is made in the direction I have
indicated. At present the hon, me:naber ssems to
be looking up ““ May,” instead of li-tening to my
remarks upon this interesting subject, but I hope
he will take notice of what I have said, and when
the Bill is introlueed he will deal with these
matters in an effective and statesmnanlike way.
I should like the hon, member to state what he
means by the ‘“sale of meat”

The SPEAKER: Order! Weare now simply
dealing with a motion that the House will on a
certain day go into committee for the purpose of
introducing a Bill, and the hon. wmember’s
remarks are not relevant to that motion.

Mr, MocDONALD: I guite concur in your
ruling, Sir, that members should confine them-
selves to the strict terms of the motion. At the
time I mentioned the matter I thought I was
slightly erring from the strict rule of the House,
and I shall not pursue that course any further,
1 hope that the hon. gentleman in replying to
the various arguments which will probably be
adduced in the course of this debate during the
next few hours will give us some idea of what
this Bill is likely to be. I have no real objection
to the introduction of such a Bill. Of course
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the general idea is that there should bs no
opposition at all to a motion like this, but I
could quote several cases in which simdar Bills
have been deteated on the motion to go into
committee. However, I have fairly explained
my particular ide:s on this motion, and the
Government understand pretty well why I
objected to it going as “‘formal.” I think that
motions of this character ought mnot to go
as “formal,” but that in proposing them the
Minister should tell us distinctly what is the
tenor of the Bill and why it is introductd. The
hon, gentleman did nothing of the kind on this
particular occasion, and therefore I beg to move
that all the words after the word ‘“‘that” he
omitted.

Mr. DUNSFORD: I am given to under-
stand thuat the hon. member for Wile Bay
desires to speak upon this most important
matter, and I think it would be a pity
to rush the motion through the House.
The mution proposes that we shall do some-
thing on the next sitting day in Cownmittee of
the Whole, I am one of those who believe that
there should be no next sitting of this House,
but that this sitting should terminate the
business as far as this Government or this
Parliament is concerned ; and honesily believing
that, I hope the ¥louse will not give the
Minister the opportunity he asks to do some-
thing at the next sitting. I hope that neither
the few remarks made by the hon. member for
Flinders, nor the few remarks I shall make,
will be taken by hon. members as meaning
that we are opposed to a Bill such as it is
proposed should be introduced. I am sure
that all sensible people will agree that the
time has arrived when such a Bill should be
passed, but the question arises whether this
House is in a fit condition to pass that Bill at
the present time, whether the time is appro-
priate for the introduction of such a Bdl, or
whether the matter should be deferred until we
have fuller information on the matter and
until members of the House are in a bstter
position to carry such legislation. If this Bill
is a_ comprehensive measure—as it certainly
should be—then we have not the time this session
to carry it in conjunction with other necessary
legislation. As has been truly said this after-
noon we have ouly some few weeks now before
Christmas, and we have very important matters
to consider in the Estimates and Ways and
Means, so that I think members must come
to the conclusion that now is not the time
to bring forward important legislation such as
this, when we are at the tail end of the
session and the tail end of the Parliament, and
members themselves do not know what they
want.  All some members know is that they
want to cling to their seats and their salaries,
and that they intend to do as long as they can.
1 am one of those who belisve that we ought to
g0 to the country before any further legislation
is introduced—after, of course, we have passed
an Appropriation Bill, giving supply to, say,
January. After that we should at once go to
the country, and get the opinion of the
electors on this and obher important legislation,
Do the constituencies desire that we should
deal with legislation of this sort? If they do,
and tell us so, then we shall. be armed with
authority to pass the legislation, but at the
present time we are not in that position.
The Premier cannot say that he is armed
with such authority, nor can the Secretary
for Agriculture say that he has any authority
from his constituents or any other portion of
Queensland.

The SPEAKER: Order, order! The hon
member is entirely out of jorder in the remarks
he is now making.
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Mr, DUNSFORD: While I bow to your
ruling, still I think that if I can prove that the
rresent is nobt an appropriate time to introduce
this Bill ; that the Minister has no authority to
introduce ir, and that is is irtroduced to kill
time, no business being meant or possitle in the
motion—T1 think if I prove that, I shall be giving
good reasons why this House should not continue
to waste time in that direction. We are paid
agents of the peojle, and I, as one of those paid
ageuts, protest against wasting time in this way
while we continue to draw our salaries. It is
preposed here to introduce a Bill to regulate the
g'aughter of meat. 1 want to know what meat
the Minister is going toslaughter. It strikes me
that this i more like slaughtering the Jueen’s
English, 1 can understand the sale, ticketing,
and inspection of ment, but the slaughter of meast
is a puzzle to me. We have for a long time now
been inspecting meat which is exported and con-
sumed by people cutside the colony, but with
rare exceptions we have never in anything like a
full ruanner inspected meat which ix eonsumed
Ly our own people. That is a very foolish course
to pursue. I am pleased to say that on Charters
Towers they have a pretty efficient systems of
inspection, owing to the municipality and divi-
sional bosrd having taken up the matter, bub
that is not anything like goneral in the colony,
and the fact that only owe or two towns have
taken it up is a proof of the necessity for a com-
prehensive messure. If we consider this matter
fiom the health point of view

-The SPEAKER : The hon. memter appears
to we to be anticipating discuseion on the merits
of the Bill, He musc contine himself to the
terms of the motion, and 1 warn him that if he
proceeds in this vnpalismentary manner it will
be my duty to call upon him to resume bLis seat.

Mr. DUNSFORD: I clearly cannot be
speaking on the meii's of the Bill, becanse I
have not yet seen the Bill. Of course I do nos
know whether you yourself know that I am
anticipating a Bill whose contents not one
member of this House really knows, Be that as
it may, the motion befure us certainly does not
deal with the merits or details of any particular
Bill, but it does deal with the desirableness of
introducing a Bill having for its end an avowed
object, and I think I should be justified in
speaking on the merits of that object. Is ita
gond object?

~The SPEAXER : The question before the
House is wiether the House shall, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of the
Whole or not, and I must ask the hon. member
to confine I.is r-marks to that.

Mr. DUNSFORD : I again say that while I
belicve legisiation in this direction is desirable,
still T do not thiuk the House should gointo
comuiittes to deal with this matter, because I
think, from a business point of view, that it is not
possible to carry out the objret this session.
The unsetéled condition of members, the un-
set-led condition of the country and of things
general'y, teach me that now is not the time
when legislation such as this thonld be intro-
duced ; and with the hon. member for Flinders
and others I avow my intention to b'ock, in a
constitutional manner, all legislation which may
be intreduced if the Government refuse to go to
the country »nd get the wishes of the country on
this and other matters,

Mr. JENKINSON: I do nov care about
detaming the Houselong, but T would like to sty
a few words with regard to this motion and the
amendment,

The SPEAKER : The hon, member is under
a misapprehension.  There is no amendment.

Mr. JENKINSON: I beg your pardon, Mr,
Speaker, I left the Chamber for a few minutes,
and I understood that there was an amendment,
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Perhaps being a new member, I can hardly
understand the treatment accorded to me with
regard to this particular question. Either .he
Governmeut look upon it as presumption on my
pirt in attempting to introduce a Bill with
regard to this queston or they are so much at
variance that there is no cohesios amorgst them
at all. On the 8th September I asked the
Premier—

1. Is it the intention of the Government to introduce
a Bili during this session to provide for the inspection
ol slaughter-houses and meat intended for human
consumption; and also to make jrovision for the
establishment of public abattoirs in the colony ?

2. If so, whea?

The answer I got to those two questions was—

Not this session.

T also asked this question—

3. It not, will the Government afford assistance to a
private member introducing such a Bill?
The reply of the Premier was—

All assistance will be given in the preparation and

discussion of such a measure.
Acting on the reply then given to me, when
speaking on the Kstimates of the Home Secre-
tary’s Depariment on the 15th September, I
intimated that it was my intention some time
durir g the session—1I hoped at an early date—to
intrccuce a Bill dealing with the matter of
diseared meat intended for human consumption,
I sa1d the answers I bad got to my questions had
opened the way for me to prepare a measure,
and T isformed the Commitiee that I was then
engaged upon it. Following up those remarks,
on the 22:d September I tabled these resolutions
which 1 proposed to move on Thursday, the 29th
Septersber—

1. That it is desirable that a Bill be introdueced to
make provision for the establishment of public
abatloirs 1 the colony, and for the inspyection of
sluughter-houses and meat intended for human con-
sumption,

2. That an address be presented to the Governor,
praying that His Excellency will be pleased to recom-
gl?lnd the necessary appropriation to give effect to such

11,

On the day previous to the 29th September,
when my motion was to be discussed, the
Minister for Agriculture came to this House
with the rescolution that has been moved this
afternoon, evidently intending to cut the gronnd
from under my feet with regard to the Bill I
interd tu intioduce, I do not mind the Govern-
ment taking up the matter. 1 think it is a
matter they ought to have taken up long ago.
It is a matter of vital public impertance, and
thers is nothing small, mean, or contemptible
about me with regard to this. I am quite willing
to give them support as to the Bill they are
introducing, as what I want to see is the
affirmation of the principle. As the senior
member for Drayton and Toowcomba inter-
jects, they should have iold me—it would
bave been only a maltter of courtesy had
the Minister for Agriculture approached me with
regard to the matter, and te would have found
that I wonld have met him in as reasonab’e and
conciliatory a spirit as he could have wished.
Instead of that he treated me apparently with
contempt, He ignored me, ignored the resolu-
tions Tintended to move in this House, and came
down interd'ng to cut the ground from under
wy feet. The Premier in speaking this after-
noon has mentioned that the rmeasures about to
ke introduced were those inspired by the late
Premier. I think it would be a great stretch of
imagination to say that the first measvie the
Government intend to introduce was inspired by
the late Premier, in the face of the answers
he gave to the questions I put to him
the other day. But, as I said before, I
do pot intend to oppose the Government
with regard to this; I shall be only too willing



Slaughtering Bill.

to help them to get the matter placed on the
statute-book, but I shall exercise my right of
introducing amendments in the Biil when it
comes before us. I think it is right that I should
inform the House that I made application to the
Home Secretary—owing to the Premier’s illness
I could not eonsuls him—for legal ns<istance with
regurd to drafting the Bill. 1 understood that it
was customary to grant a priva‘e member such
assistance, but it was refused to me.
Mr, Groowm : It is the first time.

Mr. JENKINSON: First T had a verbal
communication from the Home Sceretary, and
then I sent him a letter asking if I woull be
permitted to have legal assistance in drafiing
such a Bill, and the reply I got was that the
Premier could not attend to anv business at that
time, and Mr. Dickson did not think it was
custhmary to allow a private member legal
assistance in the drafting of a Bill. 1 think it is
quite right that ths House should undess'and
this matter, and let us once for all know whether
a private member is going to get any assistance
in such a matter as this. It is impossible for a
laywan to draft a Bill and submit it in proper
form to this House, and I maintain that it is
only right that we should have the same
courtesy granted to us this session as has been
granted to private members in sessions in the

past.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE,
in reply: I only wish to say a few words in
reference to the remarks of the hon. member for
Wide Biy. So far from the hon, member feeling
aggrieved, he should feel complimented at the
Government introducing a Bill the tenor of
which is in accordance with that of the Bill the
hon. gent'eman intended introducing. Every
hon. member who has had any exprience in this
House, however, knows that no private member
would have the slightest chance of getting
through the two Houses a Bill of such a
character.

Mr, JENKINSON : But why ignore me ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
I took what I considered to be the proper
course, and showed the Bill some time ago—and
I believe the Bill was drafted long before the
hon. member spoke of introducing a Bill—to the
leader of the hon. member’s party, the hon.
member for Ennggera.

Mr. DraKE: Hear, hear!

Mr, McDONNELL : T quite agree with those
hon. members on this side who have spoken on
this question, although 1 take up somewhat
different ground. I take it that the Bill is to be
administered by the Geovernment., A few years
ago an enormous sum of money was spent on a
Boyal Commission to inquire into the local
government laws. Among other subjects with
which that commission dealt was the inspection
of slaughter-houses and meat, and the evidence
given on that subject was the most reliable that
could be obtained. To quote from that evidence
will not be out of place on the present cceasion—
to show that it would be unwise to proceed with
this Bill.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
will be entirely out of order in going into that
question,

Mr., McDONNELL: I was going to quote
from the evidence of Mr. Gordon to show that the
present law, which is adwinistered directly by
the Government, has been a failure.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
will be entirely out of order in doing so on the
present occasion,

Mr. McDONNELL: Well, I am opposed to
the introduction of this Bill unless it is to be
administered by the local authorities.
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The SPEAKER: Order, order! That is not
the question at present before the House. The
hon. member must confine himself to the
question.

Mr. McDONNELL: I am opposed to the
moiion because it should be dealt with in the
Local Government Bill which we have been
promised this session.  This is one of ihe most
imporiant guestions that could Le dealt with in
such a Bill. I believe the Royal Commission
was unanimounsly in favour of the matter being
placed in the bands of the lucal auth rit es. Bug
there is another point. 1 am quite at one with
those who have rpoken on this side, that it is
not a fa:r thing for this side of the House to
allow the Government to get through even this
early staze of the Bill. It is our duty in the
present circumstances—believing that the Go-
vernment have not the confidence of the peop'e
—to prevent them passing any legislation until
they bave received the verdict of the ¢ uniry
upon if. I should not he dispesed at another
time, and under other circumstances, to oppose
a measure like this; but the strongest possible
argument why the Government should not be
permitted to deal with this question has been
given by the hon, member f r Wide Bay., What
tlat hon, member said indicates th .t the Go-
vernment are not sincere in their desire to pass
this legislation.
hThe TREASURER: You have no right to say
that.

Mr. McDONNELL : I have the strongest
right to say so, in view of the answer given to
the hon. member for Wide Bay by tue late
Premier, That hon. gentlemansaid that it was
not the intention of the Government to introduce
any legi-lation this ses-ion dealing with the
question, and yet in the face of that reply the
Secretary for Agriculture now asks for leave to
introduce a Bill. That is most conclusive evi-
dence that there is no sincerity on the part of
the Government in the matter. Wehaveallowed
this sort of thing to go on for too long. It
is undoubtedly our bounden duty to prevent
the motion being entertained by the HHouse,
That is one of my principal reasons for
opposing the introduction of the Bill, and I
believe that in taking up that po-iion I am
represeniing the views of the majority of those
whom I represent. 'We have to take advantage
of the rules and forms of the House, and, if the
Government are po* spirited enough to recognise
thingsastheyshou'd, it isour duty, in the interests
of the peaple, to force them to do what I believe is
to-day the desire of the people of Queensland,
and that is to go to the country at once. I
rather regret, Mr, Speaker, that you ruled me
out of order, brcause I am sure that had you
allowed me to qucte the evidence given by Mr.
Gordon—

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member
is again transgressing, and I must warn him that
if he persists in his course I shall call upon him
to resutne his seat.

Mr. McDONNELL: T shall not refer any
further to the subject than to say that if the Bill
reaches a further stage I shall have an oppor-
tunity of referring to the valuable evidence
which was taken by the Local Authorities Com-
mission. I hope that this side of the Hou-e,
and those on the other side who are dis-
satisfled with the present state of affairs,
will, however, put their feet down and force
the Government to take up a proper position.
At all events I am deterinined to do my share to
bring matters tv that conclosion, and 1 hope
those who ure dissatisfied with the present
Government, and who wish to compel them to go
to the country, will show their sincerity on this
occasion and vote against the motion.
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Mr, FITZGERALD: I thoroughly agree with
the opposition to this motiop, not because I
object to the Bill itself, but because circum-
stauces do not justify us in proc eding with
legislation. It was only recently the leader of
the Opposition peiuted vut that the present leader
of the Goverument was in a perfectly unique
position, He happens to be leader under must
uofortunate circumstances; but no one who
believes in democratic legislation will support
the introduction of important nsw legislatiin
introduced by a new head of the Guvernment
who has no mandate from the people. 1f the
hon, gentleman is sincere im bis desire to do
good for the country he will, having a large
majority at his back, ask for two or three
mouths’ supply and go to the country, coming
back perhaps with increased strengih, and alarge
and gratefu] following.

Mr. KERR: Servile,

Mr. FITZGERALD : 1 do not say ““servile,”
I object to that word. I am prepared to give
any man credit for his courage when he faces
the constituencies and tries to fight his way back
here with a majority. I give hon. gentlemen
opposite credit when they get on the plat-

OF e

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
mau is wanderinz entirely from the question.

Mr, FITZGERALD : T was just answering
an interjection, and will not go further into that
matter. I submis that this isnota time to bring
forward further vew legislation, and I would poivt
out to the Chief Secretary, whora I very much
respect, that he really dves not represent this
House as it was returned by the constituencies
in 1896, We all believe in Government by
the people, but the present Premier cannot
show us that he obtained a mandate from
the people in 1896. In 1896 the hon. gentle-
man was not in the Ministry who were then
carrying on the business of the country, Our
late lamented Premier, Mr. Byrnes, could say
thut he was returned as a member of the Nelson
Administration, and when Sir Hugh Nelson
retired it was perfectly open for bim to take
the position of leader; but the hon. member for
Bulimba is in an entirely differevt position. He
said at his election meetings in 1896 that be was
an independent oppositionist, ard he would not
ask anyone to vote for him under the impression
that he was going to support the then Govern-
ment,

The SPEAKER : Order, order !

Mr., FITZGERALD : My argumient is that
the hon, member for Bulimba did no$ happen to
be awongst those who were sent here to govern
the people from the front Government benches,
and therefore he has no right to ask us to pass
legislation of this description at this late stage of
the session. The Bill which it is proposed to
introduce is a very important one. I presume
the Secretary for Agriculture bas befoie him
the idea of conserving the public health. We
on this side have always argued strongly in
favour of legi:lation which had that end inview.
Here is a Bill brought before us when the heat
is getting annoying to hon. mewbers, dealing
with a matter that I have fought for in this
House last year and the year before, and I
would urge upon the Minister that it should be
allowed to stand over till the cooler months next
session. Hon. members know that cattle are
slaughtered when they are in such s condition
38 to be dangerous to the public health, and
great numbers have been done away with so as
to prevent them from going into general con-
sumption. The matter ought to be left alone
until we have got a fresh mandate from the
people, and then those of us who survive the
troubles of a general election will be able to tackle
it sincerely and earnestly. Many diseases have
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spread through the consumption of diseased meat,
and in looking up the reports of the hospital I find
that a great number of deaths have taken place
through tuberculosis contracted through drink.
ing milk from diseased cows, and Lord only
kuows how mauny other people are suffering from
that disease now. The health of the community
is a moss Linportant matter, and therefore [
thivk this subject ought to be consideréd most
seriously. I should like to know from the
Secretary for Agriculiure what this health
board is?

The SPEAKER: Order, order! I must ask
him to contine himself te the subject matter of
the motion.

Mr. FITZGERALD: T do not intend to
speak at any great length, but I should like to
kunow something abous this health board., I
appeal to the Minister to withdraw the motion ;
but before I sit down I should like to say a word
in favour of the people out West., It may be
all very well in the city where there are so many
doetors——

The SPEAKER : Order!
is again out of order,

Mr. HOOLAN : 1 think a discussion upon the
question of diseased meat i~ very appropriate
upon the present cecasion, because I think our
politics are diseased also; and the sooner the
present Parliament, myself included, are buried
or resuscitated into some brighter life, the better
for the Parliament and for the country. In
saying this I certainly think I am stating the
opinions of a wajority of the people. This
motion, which asks that the House should go
into committee to introduce a Bill dealing with
certain ills that people suffer from at present is
a very laudable one, and would be very proper
upon a more fitting occasion, but the present is
not a fitting time, and therefore the request
made should not be acceded to. This is not the
only measure that we may be asked to deal with,
because there are a great many more valuable
measures, but underthe presentcircumstances itis
not to be hoped or expected that Parliament can
do anything but what is absolutely necessary—
such as providing the ways and means to pay
the public servants and our public debts. 1t is
no use shamming with each other, trying to
bamboozle the country, and make fools of the
electors who sent us here. It is no use trying to
draw wool over the eyes of the electors, even
though there is to be a wool market established
in the city of Brisbane. It is not being estab-
lished for the purpose of drawing wool over their
eyes, much as politictans, particularly those on
the other side, wight desire it. It istime that
politicians should speak plainly. It is time
that plain speaking should be indulged in
from the Treasury Lenches, and I certainly
am surpriced that on the present occasion
the Secretary for Agriculture should have
moved this motion. I think it is bis duty
to withdraw it, because it is ridiculous to go on
with 15, The Government, if they are aware of
theie position, must know that they are not in a
poidon to bring forward any legislation that
will require elaborate discussion and careful
consideration at the hands of this House, and
that being so, they are very unwise—nob to use
a - stronger term which I might do—to bring
forward this measure now or even to ask for leave
to introduce it. I have no wish to hamper the
Government, because experience has taught me
that that is not a good gawme to follow. Life
is too short to sit here, and try to prevent any
legislation that way be good for any iandividual
or set of individuals being passed, but upon this
oceasion I think that it is necessary to get up
and assist, so far as I can, those who were my
former companions.

MEMBERS on the Government side ; Oh, oh!

The hon. member
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Mr. HOOLAN: Although T have not been
on friendly terms with them wupon many
things, I shall not hesitate to assist them
upon the present cceasion, or at least take part
with them in what I honestly believe to be an
honest action, and that is . try to bring about
a dissolution of Parliament in a proper and
peaceful way without any friction or disagree-
ment or slur or insult between party and party.
There is no need for me to talk about what has
taken place, because I should only beanticipating
a discussion that will come on later, Itis well
known that the Governmen$ are not in a position
to go on with business, and they should not
attempt to do so until they have been before the
country and have reinstated themselves in the
good graces of their supporters and of the electors
generally, I hope tohave to say something later
on as to their position, bub upon this occasion I
ghall only ask them to consider their pusition,
I consider that they have not the confidence of
Parliament at the present time. If their
position in the House is not discreditable, it 1s
on the verge of it; and that being so it is their
place to at least assure us that their position is
craditable, or take steps to make it creditable in
the eyes of all men.

Mr. CRIBB: The mabter before us is a
motion to go into committee at our next sitting
to consider whether leave should be granted to
introduce a certain Bill, and I think hon.
members opposite must agree that at this stage
it is inadvisable to offer opposition to the
introduction of the Bill, They say they object
to the motion because the Premier does not
possess the confidence of members on this side
of the House, and als» on the ground that it is
expedient that the country should express its
opinion on the constitution of the Government
before we proceed with any new legislation. If
hon. members opposite are so anxious to know
what is the opinion of members on this side with
regard to the Government, why do they not
move a direct vote of want of confidence in the
Government, and call for a division on the
question? If they do that they will soon
see whether the party on this side are prepared
to give the Premier their loyal support or not;
and until they do that, and until ws have some
evidence before us that the Premier is mnot
supported by his party, I decidedly object to
the tone of the remarks which have been made
this evening, and to the waste of time by this dis-
cussion. Wearesenthereto dobusiness, and toact
in the interests of the colony. I have come here
for that purpose, and not to play at polities, or
0 become a professional politician; and I contend
that, instead of discussing the matters which
have been introduced into this debate, we should
consider whether the proposed legislation is in
the interest of the colony. With regard to the
remarks made by the hon. member for Mitchell,
and the hon. member for Fortitude Valley, Mr,
McDonnell; I would point out that this motion
was on the paper before the late Premier died,
and that the measure is one which he approved
of, 8o that hon. members cannot call thiz a new
measure. The motion bas been several days on
the paper, and I think we should proceed with
the business of the House,

Mr. DANIELS: There are two very good
reasons why this motion should not be carried.
The first is the discuurtesy shown by the present
Premier—when he was only acting in that
capacity, in refusing, or practically refusing,
legal assistance to the hon. member for Wide
Buy to draft a Bill which the House had really
given him permission to introduce. Another
reason, which to my mind is a far more important
one, is that the introduction of this measure is in
direet opposition o a staternent made by the late
Premier, who said that the Government were not
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going to bring in a Bill of this sort; and the
present Premier annovnced, only an hour or two
ago, that he was only going on with the business
enunciated by the late Premier, But the prin-
cipal reason why we should not proceed with this
measure is that, until the Government can show
that they have the confidence of the electors,
they have no right to go on with the busi-
ness of the country. The Premier has told
us that he is fully assured that he has the con-
fidence of the country. If that is so, the
Government wou'd be returned by a majority if
they appealed to the country, and if it is not so
they have no right to hold office or bring in
legislation of any sort. I do not object to some
measures of the (Government as other hon.
members do, but I say they have no right to go
on with any legislation until they know that
they have the country behind them, and as one
of the members of this Chamber, I feel degraded
at being twitted in the streets time after time
with the statement that there is no fear of
members on either side putting the Govern-
ment out of office, as they want to stick to their
£300 a years I think it is only right and just
at the present juncture that we should go to
the country as soon as possible, and I therefore
object to the mntion,

Mr, STEWART : T certainly agree with those
members who claim that the Government cught
to go to the country before taking any business.
‘We have a most extraordinary position politi-
cally speaking. Three years ago Sir Hugh
Nelson appeared before the country as the leader
of the Conservative party, and was returned
with a very large majority. Subsequently he
left this Chamber and went to another place,
transferring his authority to a successor. Now,
that successor has unfortunately passed away,
but the continuous Ministry still goes on, the
authority having been handed down to the hon.gen-
tleman who now occupies the position of Premier,
There might have been some excuse in the case
of the late Mr. Byrnes. At the last general
election and before it he was a member of the
Nelson Government, he was associated with the
Conservative party, but the hon. gentlemnan now
at the head of the Government stood, not as a
follower of Sir Hugh Nelson, but as an opponent
of Sir Hugh Nelson. If I remember rightly, I
read that upon one oceasion the hon. gentleman
said, in answer to a question somewhere in his
electorate, that if the electors of Bulimba
thought he claimed their suffrages as a supporter
of the Ministry he would rather go without their
votes. Afterwards, however, he was taken into
the Ministry by Sir Hugh Nelson. There was
1o occasion to consult the electors when the hon.
gentleman was merely being dealt with in an
inferior capacity, but seeing that the hon,
gentleman has attained to the supreme office
in the State, and is the virtual ruler of the
colony, he ought to appeal to the constituencies
and find out whether they arein favour of him
continuing in that capacity, With regard to the
particular motion betore the Chamber, I would
rather congratulate the Government because it iy
a messure which is urgently necessary, and one
that will be of very great benefit to the penple.
Some mention has been wmade of the action of
Mr, Byrnes, but it seems to me—judging by the
action of the present Government in regard to
this particular matter—that the Government of
Mr. Dickson is going to be more progressive thau
the Government of Mr, Byrnes. Whilst T believe
that a measure of this kind is nrgently needed
and would be of very great benefit, I think that
the Premier before going on with any legislation
should dissolve the House and appeal to the
electors for their mandate. .

Mr. BATTERSBY : I have only been in the
House a few minutes, but I think the best thing
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hon, members on the other side can do is to hold
their tongues and let us go to a division and see
whether the hon. gentleman at the head of the
Government should dissolve the House or not.
I say that as far ag the inspection of slaughter-
houses and the slanghter of meat is conrerned,
the sooner the Bill is passed the better. The best
thing we can do is to ¢o to a division before
tea, and let us get on with the business of the
House.
Question put; and the House divided :—
AYEs, 41,

Messrs. Diekson, Foxton, Philp, Chataway, Dalrymple,
Murray, Annear, Fraser, Hamilton, 'ooth, Lord, Moore,
Castlmg. Bridges, Sim, Keogh, Petrie, Bartholomew,
W. Thorn, Newell, Corfield, Stumm. Battersby, story,
Drake, McGahan, Fogarty, Boles. Curtis, Groom. Lealy,
Jenkinson, Bell, Collins, Cribb, Calian, MecMaster,
Tuomas, Grimes, Armstrong, and O’Conuell.

Nous, 16,

Messrs.  Glassey, Fitzgerald, Dunsford, McDonald,
Hoolan, Kerr, King. Turley, Dawson, McDonnell, Kidston,
Dauiels, Jackson, Ilardacre, Maughan, and Stewart.

Resolved in the affirmative,

PASTORAL LEASES EXTENSION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
moved—

That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself
into a Committee of the Whole 1o consider of the
desirableness of introdueinga Bill to amend the Pastoral
TLeases Extension Acts, 1892 to 1897.

Mr. FITZGERALD: The Secretary for Lands
will not say that a question like thisis something
old, It appears something altogether new,
come fron: a district where the Pastorsl Leases
Exteusion Act is in operation, and ever siuce the
last Act was passed in 1895, every bond fide settler
has been chewing the cud. Seeing that the
motion has been called ‘“not formal,” the Secre
tary for Xands shonld bave given us some
explanation as to what it really means, The
Act passed in 1895 brought in a very dangerous
principle—that was, it granted an extension of
lease for erecting rabbit-proof fencing. I do not
know whether this Bill may not do the same
thing, enly extending the areas.

'The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC LaNDS: Hadn't
}BOH ‘E)ebter defer your remarks until you see the
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Mr. FITZGERALD : 1t is all very fine to
ask me to postpune my remarks until I see the
Bill, but the hon. gentleman must remember that
the moticn has been called ““not formal,” and
that the House naturally expected some argu-
ment from the hon. gentleman, but instead of
that he stuply moved the motion. I do not like
to say that the hon. gentleman was discourtenus.

The SEcRETARY For PuBLIc Lawsps: It is
generally considered discourteous to call *‘not
formal” to a motion of this surk.

Mr. FITZGERALD : I do not know whether
that is so or not, but my little experience in this
House teaches me that when an hon. member
calls “ not formal,” i is because he desires some
argument, and that if there is any discourtesy it
is on the part of the Minister in charge of the
motion when he simply gets up and moves what
we all see in black and white. How many times
last year did the leader of the Guvernment call
““not formal” to private members’ business?
What did that mean ?

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic LANDS : Never
to a Bill like this. Qunote an instance,

Mr, FITZGERALD : We do not know what
this Bill is,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXNDS: Quote
me an instance.

The SPEAKXR : Order !

Mr. FITZGERALD : I canuot quote an
instance, because I do not know what the Bill is.
There is no Bill Lefors us-—only a motion to
introduce a certain Bill. I do not say that the
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hon, gentleman has done it personally, but
hen, gentlemen on the Treasury bench have
frequently called  not formal” to private mem-
bers’ bu-iness. ’

The SrcRETARY For PuBric Lanps: Well,
quote a case,

Mr, FITZGERALD : Well, Sir Hugh Nelson
las: session time after time called *‘not formal,”
and almost the last occasion on which the Hon,
T. J. Byrnes was in the House he called “Nout
formal” to the motion appearing on the paper in
the name of the hon, member for Port Curtis.
I believe there are two motions on the paper now
which were treated in that way.

The SkcrrTARY ¥or PusLic Lanps: A Bill?

Mr, PITZGERALD : A motion. é

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LaNDs: That is
a different thing altogether.

Mr. FITZGFRALD : The motion proposing
to repeal the Laud Grant Railways Act was an
instance. The hon, gentleman asks if the motion
of the hon. member for Port Curtis deals with a
Bill. No, it does not; but this is not a Bill
either. Thers is no Bill before the House, Ttis
stmply a motion for leave to bring in a Bill, so
that I do not see any difference between it
and the motion of the hon, member for Port
Curtis. They are both motions at the present
time. Ministers vught to be the most conrteous
people in the House, because they are supposed
to have learned in the school of experience how
to treat other people with courtesy ; and, when
hon. gentlemen on the front Treasury bench
call “not formal ” to motions, surely to goodness
the Secretary for Lands will not say that when
other hon. members do the same thing they are
acting discourteously ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS: Yes; in
preventing the Bill being brought in.

Mr, FITZGERALD : When a member calls
“ not formal ” it means that he is not going to
let the matter pass as formal and that informa-
tion is wanted. The Minister has brought
forward a motion to go into committee at a
future date to consider the desirableness of intro-
ducing a Bill, and I fail to rccognise any dis-
courtesy in calling the motion *‘ not formal.”

The SEoRETARY FOR PusLic Lanps: It is
generally so interpreted.

Mr. FITZGERALD: Then the next time
“not formal” is called from the Government
bench I shall remind the hon. gentleman of the
fact. I should not take it as a piece of dis-
courtesy if anyone called ‘‘ not formal” to any
business I was introducing.

The Secrerary ¥or PusBric Laxps: It
would be discourtesy on the introduction of

a Bul

Mr. FITZGERALD: The Sceretary for
Lands has not responded to what was practically
an invitation to give information. The hon.
gentleman has not told us what is in the Bill,
and, of course, I cannot argue on a Bill the
contents of which I do not know, A very
important measure of a similar nature was
passed through the House at the tail end of the
sexsion of 1895, and the contents of that measure
will be remembered against supporters of the
Government for years to come. As a matter of
fact I may tell the Minister that in my district
he need never expect to get any person returned
to Parliamment supporting the same principles
as the Government who passed that measure.
It is the biggest possible curse to selectors, and
under it the very finest lands have been locked
up for a further term of seven years. If thereis
going to be an extension of the Pastoral Leases
Act of 1895, or an extension of the area over the
eastern side of the Thompson, then it will be a
very grave matter indeed. If I had an idea,
even at this preliminary stage, that anything of
that sort was intended I would move that the
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consideration of this motion stand an Order of
the Day for this day six months, There certainly
was no discourtesy intended in calling ‘‘not
formal” to the motion.

The SPEAKER : I think that is the fifih
time the hon. member has made a similar state-
ment, and 1 must ask him not to continue
repeating himself,

Mr., FITZGERALD : If I have repeated
myself it was only because the hon. gentleman
turned his back, and engaged in conversation
with his supporters

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I listened
to you saying it three times,

Mr. FITZGERALD : If the hon. gentleman
had been listening to me it would not.-have been
necessary to repeat the same idea five times. My
objection to this motion is that we do not know
what the Bill meauns. I should be the last to
object to anything fair and square towards the
old pastoral tenants. Idonot believe in repudia-
tion, and I am sure no member of this side does.
The Government have at times made contracts
which really are not fair to the people, but when
those con'racts have been made fairly, although
we might regret them, we do not wish to
repudiate them. In reference to these pastoral
contracts we do not know what effect they may
have in future.

The SPEAKER: The hon. mewber has no
right to assume what may or may not be in the
Bill, and build up an argament upon that,

Mr, KERR: The hon. member for Mitchell
bas asked for information, and as 1, too, repre-
sent a pastoral district, I should be glad to have
the Bill explained,

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic Lawns: I will
explain it at the proper time,

Mr, KERR : If thereis any idea of extending
the boundaries or the term of the leases I should
be very much opposed to it. There is a great
feeling of dissatisfaction in the country over this
matter, and it is the duty of those who represent
the dissatisfied persons to watch legislation on
this subject very closely.

The SECRETARY rOR PUBLIC Laxps: It is
neither an extension of boundary nor an exten-
sion of the term of lease.

Mr. HARDACRE: If this measure dealt
with an extension of boundary of the leases we
should consid-r it our duty to strongly oppose it,
but of course if there are only to be amendments
in minor directions there will be no obj-ction.
We shall see the Biil to-morrow, and when we
get it in committee the Minister will no doubt
give us the fullest information.

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLic LaNps: Of course
he will.

Mr. HARDACRE : Seeing that we have an
assurance that there will not be any attempt to
extend the boundaries, we m'ght as well let the
matter go now ; but with regard to the gensral
position of the business, I agree with what has
been said, that it is not right or proper in the
present state of parties that the Government
should go on with business, I do notintend toin-
dulge in any obstructive tactics in the sort of guer-
rilla fashion such as has been attempted this after-
noou, because if there is to be an attempt to force
a dissolution of Patliament it ought to be done
in a properly organised manner. ltis, toa great
extent, unconstitutional for the Government to
at emp: togo on with businessnow. We have lost
the principle of responsible government, because
the Government are not responsible to the
people or even to Parlinment, but only to a
caucus of their own s'de, The Government
have degenerated into a sort of Spanish Junta,
which is a most disastrous state of things, and
I for one should very much like to see them go
to the country and obtain a fresh mandate from
the people. I do not intend to say any more
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upon that subject now, because we shall perhaps
have an opportunity to express our opinions on a
more distinet and definite resolution,

Mr. McDONALD : T quite agree that thisis
a very important Bill, and am sure that the
Secretary for Lands would not have moved this
motion if he had not thought so, but I still con-
tend that he should not have moved it at this
stage. I understand that overtures were made
to the Government to adjourn until to-morrow,
and the least they could have done would have
been to agree to such a request after the im-
portant statement made by the Premier con-
cerning the position of affairs, in order that a
motion of some sort could be made dealing
with it. Until this afeernoon we really did
not know how things were going to be dealt
with, and the ordinary practice has been for
the Government to ask for an adjournment
so that somebody else might be able to bave a
say. At present we think the Government have
not the confidence of the country, or the confi-
dence of this House either; and because we
think that, we say that the Government shou'd
not proceed with any further legislation until
such a time as they have a mandate from the
country. However, the Government have
decided not to go to the country, and the
Premier has come down in a high-handed
mannerand hasrefused even anadjouroment until
to-morrow, and, under such circums-tances, we
ave juslified in taking up the position we have
this aflernoon. I am sure that no houn. member
has any objection to any of these Bills,
Under ordinary circumstances I do not think it
is a good thing to object to the introduction of a
Bill; but circumstances have compelled us to
take that course this afternoon. I object to
any business being undertaken until a direct
vote has been taken regarding the position of the
Government. As the Premier is not in his place
I should like the Treasurer to give us some
assurance that he will not proceed further with
these Bills, but wiil give us an opportunity of
dealing with the position of public affairs
to-morrow. That is only a reasonable question
to ask, and I should like to have a reply. There
are certain things that should be gone on with,
and in the first place the House should be asked
to grant Supply until, say, January, and then the
Government can go to the country in the
meantime. I understand that it was the custom
in this House when a Bill was introduced upon a
motion like this, that the mover should give
some explanation.

The SPEAKER : The hon. member’s argu-
ment would be in order if he had got to that
stage, but we have not arrived at that yet.

Mr, McDONALD : I only wanted to show
what was the practice, even in asking leave to
introduce a Bill.

The SPEAKER: But we have not reached
that stage. The motion asks leave to go into
cominittee on a certain day.

Mr. McDONALD: I want to show a
reason why we should not go into committee. I
do not think it would be a good thing to
go into committee either to-morrow or any
other day, and it is a direct insult to the
House to ask it to do so. I hope the House
will never resolve itself into a committee to con-
sider this Bill under the present circumstances.
T think it would not be desirable in the interests
of the country, The Government ought not to
ask us to go into committee to-morrow, when
they kunow the present uncertain state of
politics, especially on their own side of the
House. Tuae people ought to have some say as
to whether we should go into committee to con-
sider the desirableness of introducing this Bill,
and until they have a voice in the matter it
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ought to be deferred; but seeing that Jou are
determined to favour the other side I shall
resume my seat.

The SPEAKER: Order, order! I call upon
the hon. member to withdraw that remark im-
medrately,

Mr, McDoxarp: I will not. It is after 6
o’clock now, and you have deliberately done it.

The SPEAKER: Willthe hon member with-
draw ?

Mr. McDowarp: No.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBERS.

The SPEAKER : Then I have no course open
to me but to name the hon. member, I there-
fore name the hon. member for Flinders, Mr.
McDonald, to the House for insulting and dis-
regarding the authority of the Chair.

An HoxOURABLE MEeMBER : It was four
minutes past 6 o’clock.

Mr. HOOLAN : Then you can name another,
for I think your conduct is most unfair. It is
past 6 o’ciock. Name me, too,

Mr. Dawsox : It’s five minutes pist 6 o’elock.

_ Mr, Hoorax : It is open and palpable partisan-
ship.

Mr. McDoxarp : It was four minutes pust 6
o’clock when I made the statewent.

Trhe SPEAKER: Order, order!

IM}I{‘. McDonarp : He refused to look at the
clock,

The PREMIER : Mr, Speaker,—The hon.
member having subjected himself to your cen-
sure, I move that the hon. member for ¥linders,
Mr, McDonald, be suspended from the service
of the Huuse for one week.

Mr. DUNSFORD : Mr. Speaker——

The SPEAKER : Order! This motion must
be put without debate.

Mr, DUNSFORD : Mr. Speaker—

The SPEAKER: Order, order!

Question put; and the House divided :—

Axzs, 23.

Messrs. Dickson, Chataway, Foxton, Philp, Dalrymple,
Murray, Annear, Tooth, Iamilton, Collins, Lord, Cribb,
Bridges. Stephenson, Armstrong. Corfleld, Moore, Bell,
Story, Grimes, Thomas, Callan, and G. Thorn.

Novs, 18,

Messrs. Dawson, Fitzgerald, Xeogh, Glassey, Lloolan,
Duusford, McDounald, Kerr, 8im, Curtis, Boles, King,
Battersby, Jenkinson, MecDonnell, Hardacre, Maughan,
and Turley,

Resolved in the affirmative.

The SPEAKER : I now call upon the hon.
member for Flinders, Mr. McDonald, to leave
the House.

Mr. McDoNarp : I won’t go.
to carry me out.

The SPEAKER thereupon instructed the
Sergeant-at-Arms to remove the hon. member.
The Sergeant-at-Arms, with the assistance of
the Chief Messenger, proceeded to carry out
this instruetion; but their endeavours were
resisted physically by the hon. member, who
was aided in his resistance by the hon. member
for Burke, Mr. Hoolan, the latter saying, *If
it is to be an ejection, let it be in proper form.”
Several members interposed, apparently with
the view of restoring order.

The SPEAKER: Order, order! I cail upon
the hon. member for Burke to desist from his
unseemly conduct.

Mr. HOOLAN : You can call away as much
as you like. T will not desist at the bidding of
a nigger-driver like you.

Mr, DAWSON : It was four minutes past 6
and you never adjourned for tea.

Mr. 3IM : It is ten minutes past 6 now.

Mr. KEOGH : Dissolve the House !

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon.
member for Burke desist———

Mr. Hoorax : Never !

You will have
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The SPEAKER : And let the officers of the
House do their duty ?

Mr. HARDACRE : I move that this House
do now adjourn,

Mr, KEOGH : Mr. Speaker,—I would like to
throw oil oo the troubled waters.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HARDACRE : I think in the present
stale of the House

The SPEAKER : Order, order!

Mr. McDONALD : Out of respect to the
messengers I will go out, but not to you Mr.
Speaker.

The hon. member then left the Chamber,

The SPEAKER : I must ask the hon. miember
for Burke to withdraw his insulting remarks to
the Chair.

Mr, HOOLAN : I won’t!

The SPEAKER : Then I have but one course,
and that is to name the hon. member for Burke,
Mr. Hoolan, for insulting language to the Chair
and for disregarding the authority of the Chair.

The PREMIER : It is with great regret——

Mr, F11zeERALD : 'You have no regret.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Bosh !

Mr, DawsoN : Better be honest !

The PREMIER : It is my duty to move a
resolution to support your authority and main-
tain the respect due to the Chair., My
motion is that the hon, member be suspended
from the service of the House for one week.

Question put ; and the House divided :—

In the division,

Mr. Dawson: Everybody else has moved
twenty-four hours, and you know it.

Mr, DUNSFORD : You waited till some of our
men went to tea and then took advantage of
their absence.

Mr, Dawson : It was nearly five minutes past
6; the Minister for Mines pointed t6 the clock
and the Speaker wouldn’t adjourn for tea,

My, S1M :

Oh! for the touch of a vanished hand,
The sound of a voice that is still!

Mr. BarrersBy: I hope it will be taken into
consideration that what has been done was done
in a fit of temper,

The SPEAKER: Order!
member remain silent ?

AYES, 23.

Messrs. Dickson, Chataway, Foxton, Philp, Murray,
Dairympie, G. Thorn, Grimes, Thomas, Callan, Story,
Bell, Moore, Corfield, Stephenson, Bridges, Lord, Tooth,
Collins, Hamilton, Annear, Cribb, and Armstrong.

Noes, 18.

Messrs. Dawson, Fitzgerald, Keogh, Glassey, Hoolan,
McDonvell, Dunsford, Kerr, Leahy, King, Turley, Sim,
Jenkinson, Battersby, Hardacre, Maughan, Boles, and
Curtis.

Resolved in the affirmative,

The SPEAKER : I now ask the hon, member
for Burke to leave the Chamber.

Mr. HooLAN thereupon proceeded to the tabls,
and, filling a glass with water, said, * Here’s
luck all round.” The hon. member then left the
Chamber, raising his coat-tails as he retired,

At twenty-one minutes past 6 o’clock,

The SPEAKER said : 1 shall resume the chair
at a quarter-past 7 o’elock.

At'a quarter past 7 o’clock,

The SPEAKER was proceeding to put the
question, when

Mr, TCRLEY said : Mr. Speaker,—Just on
the stroke of 6 o'clock, my friend, Mr, Dawson,
and myself walked through the door on the left
side of the chair, I said to Mr. Dawson, ¢ There
is no necessity for us going in.” I stood outside
the bar and watched the clock, and it went on
minute after minute——== )

The SPEAKER: Order, order! I ask the
hon. member to confine his remarks to the gues~
tion before the House.

Will the hon.
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Mr. DunsrorD: There is another question
before the House—two constituencies have been
disfranchised.

Mr. TURLEY: I want to lay before the
House what is the positionnow. A friend of mine
—the hon, member for Flinders—made certain
statements in this House which I endorse—
emyphatically endorse,

The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
bon, member to gunfine his remarks to the ques-
tinn before the House. I sincsrely trust that he
will debate this matter in an orderly manner.
For the information of the House—I should have
said it before had Mr. MecDonald, the hon.
member for Flinders, withdrawn the accusation
he made—I may say that I have on more than
one aceasion——

MemBERs of the Labour party : Never !

The SPEAKER : On more than one cceasion
I have allowed hon. members to proceed,
believing that they would finish their speeches
before five minutes past 6 o’clock.

Mr. DawsoN : I have been here six years, and
have never seen it.

Mr. DuxsrorD: Never heard it before.

The SPEAKER : Order, order !

Mr. DunsForD: Two constituencies
been disfranchised.

The SPIEAKER : Order ! I have also on more
than one occasion, when hon. members have
risen to speak at five minutes to 6 o’clock, rathor
than that their speeches should be interrupted by
the tea hour, left the chair—in both cases for
their convenience. I should have made this
statement before if the hon. member for Flinders
had withdrawn his charge against the Chair, but
as he refused, it was impossible for me to make
any explanation of my action. My sole object
was to enable the hon. member to conclude his
remarks before tea, I trust that hon. members
will sow confine their remarks to the question
before the House.

Mr. TURLEY : Thave been a member of this
House for some years, and have very little
recollection that what you now state are facts.
I have been stopped a number of times almost in
the middle of a seutence when the time arrived
for adjourning, and I recognised that it was in
accordarce with the Standing Orders. I made
it my duty to find out_the exaet words used by
the hon. member for Flinders, and I say now
that there was no charge but what was absolutely
trae contained in his remarls,

The SPEAKER: Order, order! Am I to
understand that the hon. member upholds the
ton, member for Flinders in the statement he
made when he accused the Chair of gross
partiality ?

Mr. TURLEY : Yes, I absolately endorse
every word the hon. member for Flinders said on
the floor of this Chamber.

The SPEAKER: Then I have no other
course open to me than to name the hon. member
for South Brisbane, Mr. Turley, for insulting
language towards the Chair,

Mr. GLASSEY : I must crave the indulgence
of the House

The SPEAKER : Order, order !

Mr. GLASSEY : By permission of the House
I desire to say a few words.

The PREMIER: I trust this
conduet will not be persisted in.

Mr. GLASSEY : Will you allow me to make
a few observations?

The SPEAKER : Order!

The PREMIER : I will draw a distinction
between the offence committed by the hon.
member tor South Brisbane, Mr. Turley, and
the offences of previous speakers, because I think
the hon, member has addressed you, Sir, in a
moment of temporary passion, I move that the

have

disorderly

[5 Ocroser.]

Suspension of Members. 669

hon. member for South Brisbane, Mr. Turley, be
suspended from the service of this House for
twenty-four hours,

Mr. TurRLEY : Why don’t you make it seven
days?

(Question put; and the House divided :—

Avrs, 84,

Messrs. Diekson, Foxton, Chatawsy, Philp, Dalyrmple,
Murray, Corfleld, Smith, G. Thorn, Grimes, Thomas,
McMaster, Callan, Coliing, Leahy, Story, Bell, Stwmam,
McGuhun, Castling, Petrie, Moore, Batteisby, Newell,
Bartholomew, Armstrong, Bridges, Stodart, Cribb,
Stephenson, Lord, Hamilton, Tootly, and Annear,

Noks, 24,
Messrs, Glassey, Maughan, Keosh, Fitzgerald, Kerr,
Stewart, Hardaere, Dunsford, MeDounnell, Dawson,
King, Sim, Turley, Jenkmson, Curtis, Boles, Drake,

Groom, W. Thorn, Fogarty, Dibley, Jackson, Daniels,
and Kidston.

Question resolved in the atffrmative.

The SPEAKER: I now call upon the hon.
member for South Brisbane, Mr. Turley, to
leave the Chamber. -

The hon. member thereupon retired from the
Chamber.

Mr. GLASSEY : I avail myself of this
opportunity to say a few words on the question
before the House.

Mr. Dawsox : You are not going to apologise,
are you?

Mr. GLASSEY : I am not going o apologise
to the Government. The Government, I pre-
sume, are strong enough and vigorous enough,
and, by all appearances, determined enough to do
alot of things, and I hope this difficulty may
end at the e rliest possible moment. Might {
be permitted, in speaking to this question before
the House, to ask the head of the Government
whether he does not think that somethiog wight
be done to end this matter? I should respect-
fully suggest that the House wants adjourning,
and in the wmeantime I hope the hon. gentl-man
will alter the motion which he moved some listle
time ago. I think the motion was rather harsh
in its terms, but I make no apology and hope
that hon: members will pardomn me for a few
moments if T digress.

The SPEAKHER : The hen. member is not in
order in characterising a motion passed by this
House as harsh.

Mr. GLASSEY : I hope the hon. member st
the head of the Government will reconsider the
position, and will at any rate reduce the term of
one week, for which some of our friends npon
this side have been suspended, to twenty-four
hours. I am sorry that it is a single hour, I
hope also that the hon. gentleman will agree
to the suggestion that this House should
adjourn, aund that the decisions come to in
regard to the ssven days’ suspension will be
reviewed, in order that things may go on
in a more amicable manner than they are
likely to do now. I feel sure that to-morrow we
shall be much cooler, in a better frame of mind,
more temperate, and more fit to do the business
we may be called upon to do. I make these
observations without attempting to humiliate
either my friends or myself, and T trust that if
the Premier does not see fit to accede to my
request it will not be hecause he thinks he will
be humiliating himself, or lowering his dignity,
or inflicting an injury upon his character. I
have no desire to humiliste anyone, but offer
the snggestion for what it may be worth, hoping
that it will be met in the spirit of conciiiation in
which it is made,

The PREMIER : No one more thoroughly
deplores than I do the spectacle which has been
witnessed this evening, and the episode which
has been unfortunately introduced, I do not
know under what circumstances, and which
really could not be anticipated. When we met
this afternoon there was a spirit of obstruction—
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T can hardly accuse the leader of the Opposition
of having instructed his followers to carry it on
—distinctly displayed to the progress of an
ordinary amount of business, which I consider
quire unwarvantable. I was therefure com-
pelled, out of the respect due to the Chair,
to move these ssutences which have been
recorded, and which at the present time I
decline to review,

MEuBERS on the Government side:
hear!

The PREMIER: I shali not review those
sentences, but if th:re be any regret expres<ed
by these gentlemen who have committed such
unwarrantable breaches of the Standing Orders—

MEuBERS of the Labour party ; No, no; likely

not.

The PREMIER: I shall be prepared, as leader
of the House, to give every reasonable and lenient
con:ideration to such representations. If I erred
in the first instance—and it is possible that I did,
although I do not admit it, because I really was
not present when the hon. member made use of
the expressions, which I believe were offensive
to you, Sir——

MEMBERS of the Labour party: What were
they? What are they ?

Mr. DawsonN: You don’t know anything at
all abous is.

The PREMIER : I was summoned from u con-
ference in the Ministers’ room, and came upon a
scene of coanfusion, and was informed that words
had been used which I understood were exceed-
ingly offensive to the Chair, I may say thatit is
quite possible that in the sentences I asked to be
recorded I may not have fully considered the
whole of the circumstances, but I do not admit
that they were too severe, because, after all, it
only means absence from the sittings on to-
morrow and Tuesday. We are all absent from
the House on the intervening days, and there-
fore the sentence of seven days’ suspension is a
mere nominal one, so to speak, I do not think
the sentence passed npon the hon. member who
has so severely excrcised the patience of the
Chamber this afternoom, anl prevented the
Government from going on with work at
a time when every moment and every hour
is of considerable importance, was unusually
severe. And with regard to Mr. Hoolan, I may
say that I have never during my twenty-five
vears’ experience in Parliament witnessed such a
disreputable scene—not only in regard to the
langnage used to you, Sir, but in regard to
insubordination to the officers of the House.
If such things were tolerat=d this House would
become a regular bear garden.

MEMBERS on the Government side:

Hear,

Hear,

ear |

The PREMIER : It would be dishonourable
to those with whom he is associated, dishononr-
able to this side of the House, and discreditable
to me—as Premier—if I tclerated or allowed
such disgraceful procedure to take place. It
would show that I was unfit for the high position
to which I have been called, and therefore I
distine'ly decline to review the sentences which
have been pronounced.

L MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear,
ear !

The PREMIER: I regret that there should
be a feeling amongst hon. members opposite not
to proceed with business at the present time. I
do not ask the House to proc.ed to any un-
reasonable extent, but I must vind'cate my
authority, and we must do some business, After
we have done that, if hon. members will allow
it, we will gladly adjourn the House in the hope
that by to-morrow, in cooler moments, we will
be able to go on with business, I also hope that
those hon. members who have been more severely
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punished will show their sense of responsibility
to the country as representatives in Parliament.
They have forgotten the dignity of the position
they hold, and are only di-crediting themselves,
and dishonouring the constituencies they repre-
sent, It is only due to me that I should
vindicate the credit and the honour of Parlia-
ment, which has been sadly trampled upon by
the dishonourable proceedings which have taken
place this afternoon—proce-dings which were
never before witnessed by the older members of
the House, and which I feel strongly impelled
to denounce as discreditable, and 1n regard to
which it was my duty te invoke the powers
vested in me to repress. T am quite willing to
accept the olive branch if it is held out, and if we
do reasonable business I am willing to adjourn
until to-morrow, whsn we can considsr the
sentences which have been passed upon these
men ; but I shall make no eondition of adjourn-
ing the House or reviewing those sentences now.

Mr. FirzeErALD: You will not do any busi-
ness.

The PREMIER: I shall not be moved by
threats. We shall endeavour to do business,
and T appeal to the leader of the Opposition to
assist me in maintaining the digmty of the
Chamber, which he may hereafter have to main-
tain, I should be sorry if [ allswed a discredit-
able Parliament to descend to my successor in
office through a want of firmness and determina-
tion to prevent it. I hold the reins of adminis-
tration, and I therefore say in reply to the hon.
member, with emphasis, though not in an
aggressive tone, that it is my firm determination
to proceed with sozie business to-might. After
that we shall adjourn the House, and to-morrow,
in, I hope, a cooler frame of mind, we may
arrive at a more counciliatory attitude than exists
now, I am sure hon. members upon this side
will approve of the position I have taken up.

MzuMBERS on the Government side: Hear,
hear !

Mr. DAWSON : It was rather instructive to
hear the hon. gentleman telling the House that
he was not fit to lead the Government, for that
is practically what he said. 1f we needed any
evidence of his unfitness we have it in the way
he behaved himself this afternoon. The hou.
gentleman said by way of confession that he was
not aware of any offence commitsed by the hon.
member for Fiinders.

'The PrEMIER : Not at all.

Mr. DAWSON : The hon. gentleman came
here absolutely ignorant of what had transpired ;
he was challenced to say in what way the hon.
member for Flinders had offended, but he did
not know. I challinge the hon, gentleman
now to repeat one offensive thing the hon,
member for Flinders mnade use of. The hon.
genileman is entirely ignorant of the matter, and
yet he comes along as Jeader of the House, and
moves a sentence of seven days on the hon,
member for Flinders.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon, member
is out of order, and I must ask him to confine
himself to the question before the House.

Mr. DawsoN: Yes?

The SPEAKER : T admis that the Premier
digressed from the question hefore the House,
but in doing so he was answering the Jeader of
the Opposition, who asked the permission of the
House to refer to the matter he discussed.

Mr. Dawsox : He did not.

The SPEAKER : Order! I distinetly under-
stood the leader of the Opposition to ask per-
mission to refer to the subjecr, and the Premier
replied to his remarks.

Mr. Dawson : He did nothing of the sort,
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The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
hon. member not to further persist on those
lines, but to confine himself to the question
before the House.

Mr. DAWSON : I have simply got this tosay
about the matter, that I point blank refuse to
sit down under the persistent snubbing that we
receive from you, Mr. Speaker,

The SPEAKER : Order! I must ask the
hon, member to withdraw those words,

Mre. Dawson : T will not withdraw them,

The SPEAKER : If the hon. member refuses
to withdraw them, I have no other cour-e left to
me, painful as it is, bus to name the hon. mem-
ber for Charters Towers, Mr. Dawson, to the
House for grossly disorderly conduct in dis-
regarding the authority of the Chair,

Mr. Dawsox: You are the most disorderly
member of the House yourself.

The PREMIER : I move that the hon. member
for Charters Towers, Mr. Dawson, be suspended
from the service of the House for twenty-four
hours.

Question put ; and the House divided :—

AYEs, 34,

Messrs. Dickson, Chataway, Foxton, Philp, Dalrymple,
Murray, Collins, Lissner, (. Thorn, Grimes, Thomas,
McMaster, Callan, Leahy, Story, Bell, Stepbeuson,
McGahan, Cas:ling, PYetrie, Moore, Bridges, Newell,
Bartholomew, Stodart, Cribb, Corficld, Lord, Smith,
Hamilton, Tooth, Stumm, Armstring, and Annear.

Nogzs, 24,

Messrs, Glassey, Keogh, Manghan, Kerr, Dunsford,
Sim, Pitzgerald, Dawson, King, Boles, Jenkinson, Curtis,
Battersby, Drake, Groom, W. Thorn, Fogarty, Dibley,
Jackson, Daniels, Stewart, Kidston, Hardaere, and
McDonnell.

Resolved in the affirmative.

The SPEAKER : I now call upon the hon.
member for Charters Towers, Mr. Dawson, to
withdraw from the Chamber.

The hon. member thereupon left the Chamber.

Original guestion put,

Mr. DUNSFORD : It seems very clear that
the Government intend to disfranchise a number
of constiiuencies in Queensland and then go on
with legislation. It seems also clear that the
Guvernment depend upon their partisan Chair-
man—

The SPEAKER : Order!
the hon. membsr to withdraw that expression.

Mr. DUNSFORD: I refuse absolutely to
withdraw it, because I believe it is the truth.

The SPHAKER : Order! As the hon. mem-
ber refuses to withdraw the expression, I have
no option but te nane him for disorderly conduct
in disregarding the authority of the Chair. I
therefore pame the hon. member for Charters
Towers, Mr, Dunsford, to the House,

The PREMIER: I have endeavoured by
leniency to bring hon. members to their senses.
But now I will not be trifled with.

b MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear,
ear !

The PREMIER : I therefore move that the
hon, member for Charters Towers, Mr, Duns-
ford, be suspended from the service of this House
for one week.

Mr. HARDACRE :
order

The SPEAKER : Order!
debate on this question.

Mr. BARDACRE : 1 submit I have a right
to rise to a point of order. T object to your
ruling.

Troe SPEAKER : If the hon, member wishes
to raise a point of order I will hear him.

Mr. HARDACRE :: The point of order I wish
to raise is this: 1t has never been decided that a
member shall be suspended without at least an
explanation and a hearing of the circumstances
by the House,

I rise to a point of

There can be no
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The SPEAKER: Order! Thehon. member’s
point of order is entirely beyond the question,
The course now taken has been the repeated
practice of this House, and it has been upheld by
the Supreme Court. Therefore, I must rulethat
the hon. member’s point of order doesnot apply.

Mr. HARDACRE : I move that your ruling
be disagreed to, and call your attention to
Standing Order No, 117 —

The SPEAKER: Owder! Will the hon.
member resume his seat? The question is that
the hon. member for Charters Towers, Mr,
Dunsford, be suspended from the service of the
House for one week,

Mr. S1M : It doesn’t matter ! Government by

ag |
d Question put ; and the House diviled :—
Ayss, 34

Messrs, Dickson, Chataway, Foxton, Philp, Murray,
Dalrymple, Coltins, G. Thorn, Grimes, Thomas, Callan,
McMaster, Story, Bell. Stephenson, MeaGahan, Castling,
Petrie, Moore, Bridges, Newell, Bartholomew, Stodart,
Armstrong, Corfield, Lissuer, Cribb, Lord, Smith, Tooth,
Hamwmilton, ¢’Connell, Stumm, and Annear,

Nous, £2.

Messrs, 8im, Curtis. Maughan, Kcogh, Glassey, Kerr,
Kidston, Dunsford, McDonnell, King, Fitzgerald, Boles,
Jenkinson, Drake, W. Thorn, Fogarty, Dibley, Daniels,
Rattersby, Jackson, Iardacre, and Stewart.

Resolved in the affirmative.

The hon. niember theieupon left the Chamber.

Mr. KERR : Mr. Speaker,~——

The SPEAKER: The hon. member has
spoken.

Mr, KERR : Not on this question.

The SPEKAKER: The hon. member has
spoken. Will the hon. member resume his
seat ?

Mr. KEOGH : No one m this House regrets
more than I do what has just taken place in this
Chamber, and whatever feelings may pre-
duminate here to-night I am sare that to-inorrow
everybndy will regret what has taken place.
I know I am digressing from the subject
before the House, but 1 may be allowed to
sayv that 1think it would have been better if the
Jeader of the House had not besn so extreme
in his motions of suspension against some of
those hion. members, and I would now ask the
hon. gentleman, seeing the feeling that exists in
the Houso at present, not to go ou with any
more business but to adjourn the House until
to-morrow, when a better feeling will prevail.
A number of members on this side bave been pot
out—they are some of our best men—and I am
sorry that such has taken place, and I trust that
the Premier will act on the suggestion I have
made,

Mr. BATTERSBY : I do not see why the
House should not pass this resolution, and let us
see the Bill, because there will be three or four
opportunitics afterwards for hon, members to
express their opinions on the subject.

Mr. KERR : I rise to a poing of order. The
hon. member spoke before tea.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. BATTERSBY : If so T will drop it; but
when I get up 1 take pretty good care not to put
myself into the hands of either you or the Chair-
man, I am sorry that shis little disturbance
has been caused In the House to-night. It is
not because they do not want to carry these
resolutions ; it is to my nind because they have
got their hacks np on the other side——

The SPEAKER : Order! f must ask the
hon. member to speak to the question.

Mr. BATTERSBY : Iam trying to o that. I
am trying to show why I think hon. members
ought to let these resolutioms pasz and let the
Bill be introduced  This is the first meeting of
the House since the Premier has been accepted
as leader of the House by the Governor, and
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though I voted against him three times to-night,
and [ am going to vote against any suspen-
sion ——

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
must confine himself to the question before the

ouse.

Mr. BATTERSBY : T will put it in another
way. I think these Bills ought to be introduced
8o that we can see what they are, and then if
hon. members on both sides think they should not
be carried they can deal with them in the proper
way ; but I hope this bickering will end, and
that any ill-feeling that has been created since
the House met to-day will pass away by to
WOYTOW.

Mr. McDONNELL: I am very much obliged
to the hon. member who has just sat down for
his very valuable advice. We have had a lot of
friendly advice to-night, and a lot of friendly
treatment. At all events it will call the atten-
tion of the country to the present condition of
things, I have to congratulate the Premier on
this his first day as the head of the Government
in this House upon a career which is in keeping
with his outrageous action here to-night. You,
Mr. Speaker, I have to congratulate upon having
upheld the prestige that you have earned for a
long time as being the most partial, the most
unfair—

HonourRaBLE MEMBERS :  Order,

Chair !

The SPEAKER : Order, order!

Mr. McDONNELL : Speaker who has ever
sat in that chair,

The SPEAKER : Order, order! WIill the
hon. member withdraw the words ¢

Mr., McDONNELL: No, certainly not. I
am perfectly certain that every word I say is
true,

The SPEAKER : Then I have no option but
to name the hon. member for Fortitude Valley,
Mr. McDonnell, to the House for disregarding
éhe anthority of the Chair, and disorderly con-

uct.

The PREMIER : T can clearly see that there
is a determined defiance of the proprieties in this
House, and an intentinn, I ain sorry to say, to
dishonour the Chair, Now I give hon. members
notice

Mr. KIDSTON : Mr. Speaker isthat in order?
Is it in order for the Premier to muke a state-
ment ?

The SPEAKER : The hon. member is not in
order in speaking to the motion,

Mr, DaNIELS : He has been doing it all along.

Mr. FrrzeERALD: Making remarks.

The PREMIER : It is my desirs to give hon.
members information,

Mr., Frrzezralp : Move your motion.

The PREMIER : My motion is—* That the
hon. member for Fortitude Valley, Mr.
MeDonnell, be suspended from service in this
House for a period of seven days.”

Mr, McDoxnxNgLL : Thank you,

Question pat ; and the House divided :—
Atks, 32,

Messrs. Dickson, Foxton, Philp, Murray, Dalrymple,
Chataway, Macdonald-Patersom, Annear, Hamilton,
Stumnn, Tooth, Smith, Lord, Cribb, (’Connell, Corfleld,
Stodart, Armsirong, Newell, Bridges, Castling, Moore,
MeGahan, Story, Bell, Lissner, Grimes, Collins, Thomas,
McMaster, Callan, and G. Thorn.

Nous, 22,

Messrs. Glassey, Keogh, Stewart, Kidston, Manghan,
Hardacre, Jackson, Daniels, McDonnell, Kerr, Dibley,
‘W. Thorn, King, Fitzgerald, Sim, Boles, Curtis, Drake,
Jeakinson, Groom, Fogarty, and Battersby.

Resolved in the affirmative.

The hon. member thereupon left the Chamber.
Mr, S1v : *“Friend aftsr friend departs.”
Original guestion put.

order !
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Mr. DANTELS : T do not like the way things
are going, and when I say that I do not refer to
the members who, untortunately, have been
turned out, but to the fact that the Government
are trying to legislate without the sanction of the
people. If they went to the country to-morrow
I believe they would be absolutely defeated in
every electorate. The Premier has told us that
he has confidence in the strength of the Govern-
ment in the conntry. Why, then, does henot go
to the country? No one would object to that,
but instead he has adopted the expedient of
expelling from this Chawmber, without any real
cause, o number of members on this side.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member
cannot speak in that strain; he must confine
himself to the question before the House.

Mr. DANIELS : Well, then, T will say there
was not sufficient reason for expelling those
members, I heard the Premier himself make
the same statement as the member for Flinders
several days ago, and without as much justifica-
tion. I am quite prepared to let the Gevern-
ment deal with what legislation they please if
they get authority from the country for doing so,
but under present circumstances they simply
hold their positions under false pretences. If I
hire a man to look after horses

The SeorETARY rOR PuBrLic Laxps: That
is the proper place for you.

Mr. DANIELS : I should hire the Secretary
for Lands to look after asses, because he would
be more at home.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PuBLIC LANDS : Yes, I
have my eye on you.

Mr. DANIELS : As T was saying, if I hire a
man to look after horses, and he wants to leave,
what right has he to hand on his position to
another man unless I approve of his successor?
That is the po ition the Government are in.  Sir
Hugh Nelson was returned here by the people,
So was the Jate Premier returned to support Sir
Hugh Nelson, and he had a right to assume the
leadership, but the present Premier, during
his election address, said that if he wele
elected as a Ministerial supporter entirely
without opposition he would refuse to stand.
The Government could get an election over in a
month, and then we could have a good long
session and enter upon useful legislation. But it
seems that they intend to hold on at any price.
Even the Brisbane Courier, the great supporter
of the Government, says that they and their sup-
porters are afraid to go to the country because
some of them would lose their £300 a year. I
look with contempt upon any member who
simply supports a Government through fear of
losing his £300 a year. I would like to go to the
country to-morrow. The sooner the better ; and
if I am not returned then I shall know it is
because the electors think they have gut a better

man.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member’s
remarks are not at all relevant to the question
before the House.

Mr. DANIELS: Well, I have given my
reasons for refusing to support this motion, and
I fancy they are good reasons. I shall vote
against the motion,

Mr. KING : It is under cover of this otion
that I mrust say what I have to say, and I shall
confine myself to a very few words. So far as
the mover of the motion is concerned, I have the
greatest respect for Lim, and I am not going to
say a word as to whether the Government have
the confidence of the country or not. But I will
say that I do not think this House has any con-
fidence in you, Sir ; at any rate I have not.
would Le a mean contemptible individual if I did
not say what I am going tosay. After seeing my
friends and colleagues shifted from the floor of
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this House one after the other, I would be as
mean and contemptible in my own eyes as I hold
you, if I did not say that the cause of all this
trouble is, I will not say the Government,
but yourself. If am suspesded I do not care if
the bead of the Government suspends me for six
months, At any rate if I am suspended it
shall be with great reluctance and regret that
T have been compelled to say what I shall say,
I feel very strongly on this matter. As arule I
do not trouble the House very much, My friend
and colleague, the senior member for Charters
Towers, has been removed from the House,
possibly with some cause, but so far as the hon.
member for Flinders was concerned I distinctly
say that he was not guilty of any offence.

The SPEAKER : The hon, member is out of
order. The only question before the House is
the one on the notice-paper.

Mr. KING : The question before the House is
the motion introduced by the Secretary for
Lands, I have no objection to the introduction
of the Bill. I do not mean to say that the hon.
gentleman leading the Government and his col-
leagues have not got the confidence of the
country, It is sufficient for me to know that
those who sent me here have confidence in me.
So far as I am concerned, I respect every
member of this House. 1 also respect my
position as a member of this House, and therefore
it is with feelings of deep regret that I have to
say that I have no confidence in you, because
you are a partisan Speaker

The SPEAKER : Order, order! 1 cull upon
the hon. member to withdraw that remark.

Mr. KING: I shall not do so.

The SPEAKER : Then I have no oplion left
but tn name the hon. member for Marauoa,
Mr. King, for disorderly conduct and insulting
the Chair.

MEMBERS on the Government side ;: Withdraw,
withdraw !

Mr., KING: I have no intention of with-
drawing.

The PREMIER : Tt is with regret that I have
to move that the hon. member for Maranoa be
suspended from the service of the House for one
week.

Question put ; and the House divided :—

Avrs, 31.

Messrs. Diekson, Toxton, Philp, Dalrymple, Murray,
Chataway, Collins, Lissner, Y cGahan, . Thorn, Grimes,
Thomas, McMaster, Callan, Story, Bell, Armstrong,
Cribb, Stodart, Corfield, Battersby, Lord, Tooth, Stumm,
Annear. Hamilton, O’Connell, Bridges, Newell, Petrie,
and Macdonald-LPaterson.

Nozs, 20.

Messrs, Glassey, Keogh, Jackson, Kerr, King, Sim,
Fitzgerald, W. Thorn, Curtis, Boles, Drake, Groom,
Jenkinson, Fogarty, Dibley, Daniels, Kidston, Hardacre,
Stewart, and Maughan,

Resolved in the affirmative.

The SPEAKER : I now call upon the hon.

member for Maranca to withdraw,

Mr. KING: Out of respect to the Chair
I bow to it, but not out of respect to you.

The hon. member thereupon left the Chamber.

Original question put ; and the House

divided :—

AYES, 41,

Messrs. Dickson, Foxton, Philp, Dalrymple, Chatawary,
Murray, G. Thorn, Macd mnald-Paterson, Lissner, Leaky,
Grimes, Thomas, McMaster, Callau, Story, Collins, Beil,
Cribb, Groom, Jenkinson, I'ogarty, McG han, Boles,
Curtis, Drake, Petrie, Stephens, Batteishy, W. Thorn,
Newell, Armstrong, Fraser, 0’Connell, bridges, Stodart,
Corfield. Lord, Tooth, Stumm, Annear, and Hamilton,
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Noks, 12,

Messrs, Glassey, Hardacre, Kidston, Keogh, Jackson,
Kerr, Witzgerald, Sim, Dibley, Daniels, Stewart, and
Maughan.

Resolved in the affirmative.

MINING BILL.
FirsT READING.

The House having in committee affirmed the
desirableness of introducing this Bill, it was pre-
sented and read a first time; and the second
reading was made an Order of the Day for
Wednesday next,

DISEASES IN 8TOCK ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

COMMITTEE.
Clause 1—“ Short title and construction "—put
and passed,
On clause 2-—¢ Amendment of 60 Vie. No, 1,
7,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved that the clause be negatived.

Mr. BELL said there must be some reason for
the omission of the clause, and it would be just
as well if the hon. gentleman would give it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
said he foreshadowed the omission of the clause
on the second reading, and fully explained the
reason then. It had been pointed out that the
definition of disease in the Bill—namely, that
when any ticks known as Txodes bovis were found
on any stock suchticksshould be deemed a disease
—inight seriously injure meat in the outside
market ; and it was not really required.

Clause put and negatived,

On clause 83— Amendment of 60 Vie. No. 1,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved the omiission of the secoud paragraph with
the view of substituting other words of which he
had given notice.

Amendment agreed to.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
Section 15 of the principal Act, to which that
clause applied, provided that every owner, when
disease in a malignant form appeared in stock
upon his run or 1a his travelling stock should,
before the expiration of one week from the time
of his discovering the fact, give notice thereof to
the “‘neare<t inspector.” The wording of tha
section had given rise to some confusion, snd had
not been found to work well, While the inspector
of the district was a mwan who was known, the
““nearest inspector” was a doubtful item. He
moved the insertion of the words “and in the
same section the words ‘nearest inspector’ are
repesled, and the words ¢ inspector of the district’
are jnserted.”

Amendinent put and passed.

Mr. W, THORN : The inspectors he had seen
were not to his mind competent to do their
work. He was told some time ago that inspecrors
were to be put on the tick line on the Darling
Downs on the range. People there who earned
their living with bu'lock-team:s and horse-teams
suffered great hardship in connection with the
tick line, and he trusted that the Minister would
see his way to shift some of the inspectors from
the North to the South. The ticks had been
brought from Bundaberg, Rockhampton, and
Glad-tone to South Queensland, and the people
of Darling D wns were blocked from shifting
cattle from clean country to clean country.

Mr. ARMSTRONG: In a portion of his
electorate there was a large #rea of land used by
the people of Toowoomka for running their dairy
herds, and if cattle went below the range there
was no chance of getting them back to Too-
woomba., He agreed with the hon, member for
Aubigny that inspectors chould be brought from
parts of the colony where they were of very little
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use, and stationed in such places as those he had
spoken of, where they might give permits to allow
catile to pass backwards and forwards. It
seemed absurd that within a mile of a town a
man might have a paddock, and that if his cattle
crossed a line on the range there was no chance of
his getting them b .ck, avd he hoped the Minister
would take notice of the question raised by the
hon. member for Aubigny. He counld not con-
gratulate the Minister for Agriculture on the
first Bill he had introduced. He knew as much
about the subject as most men, but he could not
carry in his head the alterations proposed. He
thought further information might have been
given. Comirg as it did after an afternoen’s
work which they all deplored, it was very diffi-
cult to follow the Bill without moreinformation.

Mr. GROOM : Only for what occurred last
week, a deputation would have waited on the
Minister for Agriculture from the constituency
he represented and also from the adjoining one
of Camlooya in the neighbourhood of Green-
mount, in regard to the matter spoken of by the
hon. gentleman who had just sat down. There
were 16,000acres of land on the eastern slope of the
Main Range known as * the Drayton common,”
on which from 100 to 150 dairymen grazed their
catile, and as the law stood if the cattle went
over ihe quarantine line on the eastern slope of
the Main Range they dare not bring them back,
Greenmount was probably one of the largest
dairying settlements on the Darling Downs, and
the dairymen there were exactly in the same posi-
ticn, and did not know what tu do. It had been
suggested that a deputation should wait on the
Sceretary for Agriculture, and see whether he
would station an inspector below the range, about
Helidon or Murphy’s Creek, to give permits to
deirymen to take their cattle across the line.
The present state of affairs was causing perfect
gtagnation in dairying enterprise in the districts
to which he had referred, and some means might
suggest itself to the Agricultural Department by
w hich difficulties of this kind might be arrested.
The hon. member for Aubigny reminded him
that the same thing applied to the timber-getters
turring out their teams at Crow’s Nest, If they
went across the line on the eastern slope of the
range they could not be brought back without
violating the law., He trusted that the Minister
would consider the matter, and make some con-
ce~sions in the direction he had indicated.

Mr, DANIELS said that a lot of dairymen
took up small eighty-acre farms in the olden
times about Tron Vale with the view of being
able to take up larger paddocks for their dairy
Ferds below therange ; and the effect of running
the present tick line on the range was to render
those farms absolutely useless, because there was
nos sufficient land on the western side of the
range for the cattle, and on the eastern side the
country was teo rough to build dairies or any-
thirg else.

Mr. FOGARTY : On Thursday week he had
interviewed the Minister in connection with this
matter, and the hon. gentlemman then expressed
his sympatly, but pointed out that the law
prevented him giving any relief. He had asked
that in-pectors should be appointed to give
permits to enable dairymen to take their catile
to Toowoomba, Not a single second of delay
should take place in giving relief. The cost of
appointing the necessary inspectors would be
small compared with the benefits it would confer,
Anctser difficulty was in connection with fat
stock. He knew of ove man who had some forty
fats, Fat stock were very searce in Toowocmba
just now, but although that man’s boundary was
only 1560 yards over the tick quarantine line he
was unable to take his fat stock to Toowoomba.
He bad interviewed the Minister on the subject
this alternoon, but the hon. gentleman expressed
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his inability to do anything, as it would be in
contravention of the law. Some relief might
also be given in that direction,

Mr, LEAHY supposed the clause was all
right and that all the clauses in the Bill would be
found allright, but owing tothe recent unfortunate
period they had passed through, hon. members
had come to the House to-day in ignorance of
what business would come on. He did not think
that any of them expected that that Bill would
come on for eonsideration, and he hoped that if
the Bill passed through committee this evening
the hon. gentleman would not insist on proceed-
ing to the report stage, but would give them an
opportunity of considering it at a later stage if
necessary. He had risen for the purpose of
asking what the meaning of ““ district inspector”
was. He had hurriedly turned up the prineipal
Act, but there was no definition in it of the
terrn, In fact, there was no definition of
““distriet” in the Act, and from his hurried
investigation he enuld not find that there was
power in the regulations to deal with the sub-
jeet. It was likely to make “ confusion worse
confounded.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
did not know what a *‘district inspector” was
under the Act. He knew that the inspectors
had districts, for they had the boundaries of
those districts. Those boundaries were very
clearly defined in the office, and, generally speak-
ing, they were familiar to the owners of eattle;
but under what circumstances district inspectors
would be appointed he did not know. He would
like to say a few words with reference to what
had been said by the hon. member for Lockyer,
the two hon. members for Toowoomba, and the
hon, mewber for Aubigny. The hon. member
for Lockyer regretted that he had not been more
explicit. Without repeating everything, he might
say that the Bill dealt with two subjects.
Clause 3 dealt with the notice required to be
given when travelling stock were found to be
tick-infested, and clanse 4 extenoed the im-
pounding powers. 'With regard to the matter
which was troubling the four hon. members,
he wished to say that the quarantine boun-
dary on the top of the range had been under
consideration for months, and was fixed after
consultation with people who knew, and was
probably the best boundary that could be
obtained. When the quarantine had been fixed
there, and the line beyond, very strong repre-
sentations were made to him that the Darling
Downs were being cut off from any market, and
the hon., member for Aubigny pointed out in
that Chamber that clean cattle could not gointo
clean country. With regard to the fat stock on
the Darling Downs, concerning which personal
representations had been made to him, it
appeared they were non-existent, for they were
told that Toowoomba could not supp v itself
with fats unless it got them from uvelow the
range. With regard to the other statement thab
clean cattle could not go into clean country, since
the second reading of the Bill he had m=ade
arrangements with New South Wales whereby
the breeders of pure-bred bulls, who were so
inconvenienced and who made such a loud
outery about that temporary quarantine, would
be enabled to truck their bulls to the Western
districts, where they would find a market. One
of the hon, members said that the inspecrors were
no good. It was quite possible that they might
get some inspectors who were no good, but the
hon. member who made the statement wanted
inspectors appointed to give permits to cattle on
the eastern side of the range fo travel to Too-
wonmba, If the inspectors were not capahle
men, there was very considerable danger to the
dairymen of the Darling Downsin allowing cattle
within fifty or sixty miles of known ticks—and
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they might be very much nearer—to cross the
range. The dairying industry on the Dowas
was growing, and would be of great magnitude
and of the utmost importance to the whole
cvlony, and the board of Stock Commissioners
were only doing their dnty in recommending
that the most strenuous efforts should be made
to protect that industry from possibie infectivn
by ticks. He was not prepsred to say
that even the most stremuous efforts would he
guccessful in preventing that infection, but it
was clearly their duty to make the attempt,
He was bound to coufess that while he believed
quarantine had delayed the progress of the ticks,
he was not confident that quarantine lines could
prevent them being spread further south. He
eould not hold out hope that he could give
immediate relief of his own power, and without
consultation with any other power, to the gentle-
men who were now in some trouble in Too-
woomba, The House had distinetly pronoune: d
an opinion adverse to the granting of permits,
and when he administered the quarantine line in
a manner as he thought conducive to the best
interests of all concerned, he was taken to task
by the House, and it was clearly intimated that
he had exercised more power than he ought to
have done, The opinion of Parliament had been
so clearly intimated to him that he was not pre-
pared to flout the House, and give permits to
travel over the quarantine lize,

Mr. GROOM : Surely the hon. gentlemsn
could see that the matter to which attention had
been drawn was not identical with the case he
referred to. It was not the town of Toowoomba
they were particularly speaking about, but the
vast dairying herds on the Dariing Downs and
the men who had settled on the range, Those
men were practically being deprived of a living.
It was not his place to suggrst a houndary. The
hon. gentleman had stock commissioners who
were practical mnen who ought to make all the
suggestions he required. It was not only in
the neighbourhood of Toowoomba that the
ditficulty had occcurred. Take the instance
of Greenmount, one of the most comprehensive
settlements on the Downs, with an enormous
output of butter and cheese. The indusiry
there was absolutely paralys~d by the boundary
being fixed on the top of the Main Range, and
when the cattle came down to feed on the eastern
slopes they dare not be brought back again for
fear of the penalty imposed by the regulations,
It was never intended that anything of shat kind
should occur. It was the desire of everyone to
prevent the ticks getting among the large dairy
herds of the Downs, but there was a medium in
all things. TFor the protection of the few surely
it was not desirable to ruin the many !

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do they
not bring their herds backwards aud forwards?

Mr. GROOM : They did, but it was a bresch
of the law, 'The inspector recently appointed
had fallen a victim to the prevailing epidemic,
but when he recovered probably he would see
that those men were proseented,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You
should not draw my attention toit. You are an
informer.

Mr., GROOM : By no means. If a tick in-
spector was appointed in som= given locality
below the range he could give permits for the
dairy cattle to travel, so that there would be no
fear of their owners b-ing fined for breache= of
the regulations, He did not think any action
the hon. gentleman had taken on a former
sceasion should influence him at the present
dime. He should take a more broad-minded
view of the case.

Mr. ARMSTRONG wished to emphasise
what had fallen from the hon. member for
Toowoomba, 'The House had taken strong
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ohjection to the permits granted by the Minister
with regard to cattle leaving Esk avnd passing
through ¢'ean country, but that was not the case
under review now, All the country west of his
electorate was grazed over by cattle which were
sent up to Toowoomba. The inhabitants of that
part of the eountry did the'r business with Tuo-
woomba. If it was necessary that the Minister
should take the action he had taken toallow high-
class bulls to be ~ent there, it wns equally neces-
saty that he should take some action togive relief
to the sma 1l peop'e. Round abont Greenmount
was the largest dairying district on the Downs.
The whole of the ca'tle were gr.zed below the
range, and that was very little further than
Glengallan.  There was very liltle diff-rence
between there and where the ticks were known
to exist—Brisbane, Riverview, and sk, The
question of putting men on to see that infected
stock did not pass on to the Darling Downs was
an easy oneand not expensive, and it was worthy
of consideration, He should like the Secretary
for Agriculture to confer with those who had to
deal with the matter, because it was very serious.

Mr. BATTERSBY thonght the best thing to
do would be to declare the whole colony to be
tick infected, and let the New South Wales
people do as they liked about letting cattle go
over the border.

Mr. ArMsTRONG : The Secretary for Agricul-
ture is quite right in vrotecting clean country.

Mr. BATTERSBY : New South Wales wanted
cattle, and if they would not admit them alive
they could be frozen, and the industry here would
profit by it. The sooner thev took a s‘and the
better, becanise New South Wales and Victoria
were trying to “run” them now, and it was quite
time there was no morve of it.

The CHATRMAN : I would remind the hon.
member that the question before the Committee
is that clause 3, as amended, stand part of the

Bill.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
He would be very g'ad to meet the representa-
tives of Lockyer and Toowoomba, and see if they
could not make some arraugement by whichs
relief would bs given to a class of men who
laboured under very serious difficulties. He was
anxious to do what he could, and now that the
warm weather had set in they would soon find
out where the ticks were.

Mr. KERR had listened attentively to what
had heen said by the hon. members for Too-
woomba and Lockyer, and it appeared to him
that people in the South were treated very
differently from those in other districts. Carriers
in the Central district were preveuted from
cressing from Blackall to Jericho, and from
Blackall to Barcaldine; but it seemed that the
inspectors were not so strict in the neighbour-
hood of Toowoomba., Some tick-infested cattle
from Brighton Downs were trucked from Buarcal-
dine, and some ticks were found there, but none
had ever been seen afterwards ; but still carriers
were prevented from earning a living through
not being allowed to cross over the boundary,
while at the same time dairy ecattle in the
Sonthern district were allowed to cross,

Mr. BrLL: What about the Mount Cornish
cattle?

Mr. KERR : That wasnot near Barcaldine. If
the regul (ions were going to be strict'y enforced
in the Central dis'rict they should be ia the
Sonthern district also.

The Hoxn, (¢, THORN thought there was a
great deal of force in the countention of the hon,
member for Moreton with regard to proclaiming
the whole colony tick infested. He was sur-
prised that hon, menmibers seemed so anxious to
introduce ticks into their districts. The grass
was very succulent under the range, and it would
be a breeding-ground for ticks in hot weather,
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He was astonished at the Secretary for Agricul-
ture yielding to the demands of the hon. members
for Drayton and Toowoomba, and exceedingly
regretted his action, because the guarantine line
on the Main Range was a good one, and ought
to be maintained. He was also astonished at the
hon. member for Lockyer being so anxicus to
introduce ticks on the Darling Downs. The
Stock Board was to be commended for keeping
the ticks off that country as long as possible, and
if the department was to go on breaking the line
fixed, the Minister would do well to adopt the
suggestivn of the hon. member for Moreton, and
proclaim the whole colony tick-infested.

Mr. BATTERSBY should certainly oppose
any quarantine line unless the whole colony was
inciuded,

The CHAIRMAN : I am sure the hon, mem-
ber must see that his remarks do not in any way
apply to the clauso before the Committee,

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved that the following new clause be inserted
after clause 3 :—

In section 16 of the principal Act, the words “ nearest

to the run where the stock are located’” are repealed,
and the words “of the district” inserted.
Clause 16 of the principal Act required that
the owners of traveliing stock should notify
the inspector ‘‘nearest to the run where the
stock are located,” and it was now proposed that
they should give notice to the inspector of the
district. He hoped that he would be able, before
preceeding with the rest of the Bill, tobe ina
pesition to inform the hon, member for Bulloo
under what authority distriet inspectors were
appointed.

Clause put and passed.

Thre House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported
progress, and the Committee obtained leave to
sit again to-morrow.

ADJOURNMENT.
. The PREMI1ER : I move that the House do
now adjourn. The first business to-morrow,
after fhe time devoted to private members’
business, will be the resumed consideration in
committee of the Diseases in Stock Act Amend-
ment Bill, and after that Supply.

Mr., GLASSEY : T think Lefore the House
adjourns it might be well to make a few observa-
tions with regurd to the ruther unpleasant occur-
rences which took place earlier in the sitting.
Of course if I am trenching on debatable
ground, and it Is contrary to the Standing
Orders, I have no desire to refer to the matter,
but 1 think we should consider if something can-
not be done to bring about a more amicable state
of affairs,

The SPEAKER.: I think the hon. member is
not in order in raising that question now. He
can only do so by leave of the House.

Mr. GLASSKEY : I bave no desire to refer to
it except by leave of the House,

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the
House that the hon. member be heard on this
question?

HoxovraBLE MEMBERS : Fear, hear!

Mr, GLASSEY : The occurrences to which T
have aliuded must be regretted by all, and I
think it is rather to be regretted that the head
of the Guvernment took the course which he did.
It cannot be denied that hon. members were
perhaps provoked into action, which doubtless
was unpleasant both to themselves and the
House, but 1 cannot help thinking that the
hon. gentleman at the head of the Government
might have exercized a little miore judgment in
the matter if he bad taken more time to reflect
and had consulted with his colleagues before
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be pardoned for calling, inconsiderate action,
which he would no doubt not have taken in his
calmer moments. Is it not possible that some-
thing could be done before the House rises
towards lessening the period for which some of
those members were suspended? I would ask
the Premier to make the period twenty-four
hours all round, and I hope that some con-
sideration will be given to the matter with a
view to establish a more amicable relationship
in the House generally, and to prevent the con-
tinuance of any little feeling of bitterness which
mustrankle in the minds of those hon. members if
the period of their suspension is not reduced. It
may be thought by some that I am anxious to
apologise for the action taken by the other side
of the House, but I take up no such position. Ido
say, however, that if amicable relations can be
established, it will be better, not only for one side
of the House, but for allsides and for all parties.
T again make that appeal before the House rises,
and ask the hen. gentleman to take counsel with
his colleagues with the view of arriving at a
decision to make the uniform suspension twenty-
four hours instead of a week. Also, as I am
reminded by the hon. member for Barcoo, I
make the appeal on behalf of the electorates
concerned, and more particularly in view of the
House geing into Committes of Supply, when
those members may have matters appertaining
to their constituents to bring before the Chamber.

The PREMIER : I desire to treat the remarks
of the leader of the Opposition with respect, and
to reply to them. With regard to his request, I
should wish to defer it to a more convenient
opportunity. I am not at present prepared to
make any promise, but if, on a tuture occasion
the hon. member, or any of his friends, desires
to offer apologies to the House for what has
transpired to-night——

Mr, XERR: You will have to wait a long time
for that.

The PREMIER : At present we had better
adjourn the House without any further reference
to those most unfortunate proceedings. At the
came time it is due to hon. members on this side
to say that whatever has occurred has not been
their fault. A spirit of insubordination, of
resistance to constituted authority, has been
shown, which it was my duty, and the duty of
hon. members on this side, to oppose. While I
am not prepared to-night to make any promise
to the hon. member, yet when we meet to-morrow
in a calmer mood, if the hon. member will show
that those on whose behalf he speaks regret their
action, I shall be willing to take his appeal into
consideration.

Mr. BATTERSBY: Before the ¥ouse ad-
journs I should like to ask again when the Bill,
to which I have three or four times before
referred, is likely to be introduced ?

The TREASURER : I understand that the
Bill referred to by the hon. member will be
tabled next week.

Mr. STEWART : Before tho House adjourns
I should like to say that the circumstances of
this afternoon and evening have keen rather
unfortunate—unfortunate upon both sides, The
greatest offence that has been charged against
members was an offence against the decorum of
the House., But what is the punishment that
has been visited upon them for the offence, if it
isone? The pumshment, I maintain, even if it
is in accordance with the Standing Order, is
altogether out of proportion

The SPEAKER : Order!
is altogether out of order.

Mr. STEWART : Following the line taken
up by the leader of the Opposition, I would ask
the Premier whether he has fully considered the
gravity of the step he has taken this evening ?

The hon. member
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The SPEAKER: Order! By he permission
of the House the leader of the Opposition was
permitted to make a reference to the subject,
and his remarks were replied to by the Promier.
Any further remarks in that direction will be
out of order,

Mr. STEWART : I think we are entitled to
have snms discnssion on the subject——

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
is entirely out of order. The question is that
the House do now adjourn,

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at three minutes fo
10 o’clock,

Aged Poor.
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