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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDNESDAY, 5 OCTOBER, 1898. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 8 
o'clock. 

THE LATE PREMIER. 
J!'URTHER MESSAGES OF SnrPATHY. 

The SPEAKER: I ha Ye to announce to the 
House that I have received the following com
muntcation from the S1•ea.ker of the Legislative 
Assembly of \Vestprn Australia:-

I am des.ired to forward you the following resolution 
passed this day by the Legislative Assembly of this 
colony:-" \Ye, the members of the Legislat1ve Assembly 
of \Vestern Australia in Parllament assembled, having 
leP.rnt with sorrow of the untimely death of the 
Honourable T. J. Byrnes. Prime .J.lmh:;ter ot Quee11Siand, 
desire to exprt:'SS to the PHrliament and pe >ple of that 
colony our sympathy with them iu the sad loss they have 
sustained." 

JA:l!ES J. LEE-STERE, 
Speaker. 

I have also received the following frnm the 
Speaker of the House of As,embly, Tasmania:-

lly n unanimous vote of the House of Assembly I am 
desirtel Lo convey to you. and through you to the people 
of your colony, the profound regret of this House for 
the lamentable death of the Honourable Thomas Joseph 
Byrnes, Premier or Qneens 1and. Hh; too early decease 
is sincerely mourned bol h on account of his nigtl per
sonal character and attainments alld the disappoint
ment of well-founded hnpes that the cause of Ansnalian 
federation would receive valuable as."'istance from his 
able and inflm:.ntia1 advocacy. 

l\ICHOLAS J. BROW:\, 
Speaker. 

THE SEAT 0]' THE LATR PREMiER. 
The SPEAKER: I have to inform the House 

that I ha\e rec,ived from the Registrat·-Get•eral 
a certified co1 •Y of the registratinn of the death 
of the late Hon. Thomas J ooeph Byrnes, member 
for the electoral district of Warwick, w hi eh I 
now submit, for the inforntation of the House. 

The PRE:V1IER: I beg tn move-
That the seat in this House for the electoral district 

of \rarwick has become and is now vacant by reason of 
the clenth of tJIC Hon. rrhomas Jm,eph Byrnes, late 
member for lhe said electoral dhitrict. 
Lallguage, Mr. Speaker, is whnlly inadfquate to 
convey tt,p heartfdt sorruw \\hich we all experi
eJJce at having- to accept this motion. 

Ho:sOl:RABLE i\lEii!BEHS : Hear, hear! 
Question put and p .s~ed. 

QUESTIONS, 
CAUCUS OF GoVERNl!ENT SUPPORTERS. 

Mr. L ~;AHY: I wi,h, without notice, to ask 
the Pnmier "hether his attention has been 
called to reports appearir,g in the Brisbane. daily 
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papers of to-day-the Courier ttnd Telegraph-of 
a meeting of nwmberR on thi,; 'ide of the Hnnse 
beld yesterday on public husine~s, and whether 
the inform"tion contttined in those report", as 
intimated in the pa[•ers, was convey< d to the 
repre,enttttive' of the "aid journals by the hon. 
gentleman, or· uuder his instt notions? 

The PRE:\IIER replied: I have read the 
report in the J•ape·s. I cannot say who gave 
instructions fori s publictttion, but· at the same 
time I do not know that the report is sub
stantially incorrect or inaccurate. 

Mr. LEAHY : I did not ask that question. 
Mr. DAWRO"': You illlplied it. 
The PRE:.\1!Ell: I am not responsible for its 

publication; that is my answer. 

SALE 0],' RAILWAY WHARJJ' AT CAIRNS. 
Mr. DA WSON a~ked the Secretary for Rail

ways-
I. Is it true that the GoYernment nre adYertising the 

sale by auction f f rnHway wharf at Cairns on indefeasible 
lease for twenty yc:ars ~ 

2. Is the proposed sale in accord with the wishes of 
the people of Cairns? 

3. If not, will the ~Iinister consult the people's wishes 
before p1 oceeding any further P 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

1. Yes. 
2. I cannot say, beyond the fact that the mayor of 

Cairn~ haR a::; ked that a clau~eproYiding for resumption 
at six (6) montL"lJ notice be in~erted in the lease. 

3. J\"o; as the 5:ale of the lew~e is being made in the 
nterests of the Railwav Department. 

PETITION. 
CAIRNS GAS COMPANY BILL. 

Mr. DRAKE presented a petition from the 
Cairns Gas (}, mpany, Limited, asking for leave 
to introoluc" a Bill to Pnable the company to 
~upply gas and ot.her light to Caims and its 
suhnrhs, and for other purposes. 

Petition rtceived. 

1\HNTSTERIAI~ .STATEI\IE;:\T. 
The Pl\EMIER (the Hon. J. R.. Dickson) : 

'With the p. rllJission ,.f the Hrouse I uesire to 
make a l'\1 iuisterial statement. Since this House 
roi'e we have all attendeu the funeral of our late 
Premier, &nd I am sure that the feelings of 
SPrro'v whicl1 filed us &t hb decea'e have not 
suLsided even by thi:< timE>, nor will they for a 
very long period. The dorwnstration which 
took place on that occasion shows how pro
fmmdly moved was the whole heart of the people 
of Q"eE>neland, because I think I may safely 
asgert that at no previ .. us event in the historv vf 
Queensland connected with the decease o.f a 
public man or state,man has any ;uch d<mon
st•ation of public sympathy been eYoked or 
exl.ibited by such a conc<Jm·,8 uf real and Fincere 
mourners a::s \'ras rnflnifestf:'d on that occusion. 

Hol\'Ot:RABI,E MEMBERS: Hettr, hear ! 
The PHE\l!ER: Sir•ce that event took place, 

I have been smnmoned by His Excellency to 
for1n an Admitlisrradon, and having c,ffered ~eats 
in tl.e Cabinet to n•y hem. co'lettgno s under the 
!ttte Arlndtoistration, anrl those geutlemeu ba1 ing 
honourPd me with their ,Jf, r of m oFt ln1 "I 
and cordial snpJ;Ol t, I felt my,eif in a po,ition to 
jJl\Ce my services at tbe rlis1.osal of His Excel
lency, and thert-lJIJf!ll l was S\Vo1n in as \lice~ 
President of the Executive Com·cil, and as 
Chief Secretary of Queem-land, which d!ice I 
now hold in connection with my former Minis
terial portfolio of Home Secretary. 1\f y hon. 
colleague, theHon. \V. H. \Vilson, fnrmerlyPoot
master-Genera under the late Administration, 
has also been sworn in as iYlinister for .Justice in 
connection with his previous portfolio, and I 

now lay on the table of the House the Queen.•/ and 
Government Gazette cont.aining these announce
nwnts. 

Mr. DAWSON : 'Vhere is your Attorney
General? 

'The PR:K:WIER : Mr. Sreahr,-I am fully 
sensible of the many-the very many-deficien
cies in my character which would make me appre
hensive .,f SU] •portir g the \1 eight of snch grettt 
respousibilitits as attach to the Pn·miH,hip of 
Queensland, and pos,ibly more eopecittlly at the 
present time. I fePI also, Sir, that T, or any 
other man of normal character and ability, must 
snffer very markedly by coni rust with such an 
illustrious man as has just passed away from us; 
ttnd therefore it reqUires no srna!l am·>unt of 
moral courage and determination to accept the 
great and ser ions and wlernn reqponsibility 
ttttaching to the Premiership at the present 
time. But I feel-and I say it with all sincerity 
-that God being my helper, and with thA loyal 
support and assistance of old and experienced 
colleagues, who each and all h&ve made their 
mark on the political history of this colony in 
connection with their puhlie career-supp,rted 
hy them, supported also by what I conceive to 
be a loyal, solid phalttnx on this side of the 
House who have h•therto shown an amount of 
loyal solidity in suppurtir>g my predece.sors
rely:ng upon such mpport; relying llpon the 
expel ience of my colleagues ; relying also upon 
mv own determination to face all obstacles and 
with tt firm hand to do that which is right 
regardless of conseqnence« in the high and 
elevated position of PrerlJier of Qneen,Ianrl
relying on that determination, I have no fear 
or he,itttncy in accepting the responsible rluties 
itn poF=ed uPon me. 

HONOURABLE MElllBERS: Hea•·, hear! 
The PrlEMIEH: In ttssurlling the adminis

tration e•f the country, the Gowrnment of which 
I have the honour to be the head intend to 
pro~·ed with the business of the country at the 
p·•int where it was arr•,sterl by the untimely 
death of onr ]ate lamented Premier. I Rce no 
re&wn, with a united party and the wisdom of 
Iny colleagues, why we ~hould he:-;itate to pro
ceed with Huch legioltttion as was apJ•ro,·ed by 
the late Pren,ier, and was in fact in,pired by 
him; and my determination is to snl>mit to 
the Home and to proceed at once with ouch 
mea'lrres as were tern porarily arrested by the 
event to which I have referred. I desir·e to 
pa's thrnngh the Estimates in the usual form. 
I desire to submit to the House and ~o prnceerl 
with those mea;.ures of lexislat.inn which have 
b"en announced by our late Premier, and which 
httYe been held in abeyance in the hope of 
having the benefit of his presence to enable us to 
carry them to a satisfactory conclusion. I see 
no reason why the presen~ session should prove a 
barren or wholly unfrmtful one, or that we 
sh,uld be deterred from proceedin!{ with those 
mea,ures already announced, and which the 
country ttwai>s with hopeful expectancy. Under 
t.he>e circnm,tances I hor·e the wisdom of the 
llnns.e will detennine how Tilftfiy-it i..; not fur 
me to foreca>t "hat the H .. u,e will determir e ; 
it is for u,e to inform the House that I intend t,) 
!•lace t h•·"e rutttters befo.re thr m for comidera
tion, an cl I mn>t throw 111 on hon. members who 
ma.y res,.Jutely ur•pose them l.t·e resplllloibility of 
the posit inn in wldch they will stand at the con
clusion of the ses,inn. I giw, therefore, to the 
House the intimalim that I deoire to J•ress 
through the bminess of the Clluntry. In fact, 
I should like ttnd I should hope that hem. gentle
men opposite, particularly steing the unfortu
nttte position of public business delayed by the 
sad event which we all deplore, will a8sist Par
liament to, at any rate, make this session more 
fruitful. Let us have by all means full and 
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searching criticism. I invite the fullest criti
cism, hut I hope th~t the criticism of the 
Oppo<iLion will be of a generous ch~tracter, and 
th:1t they will c •nsider the embarrassing circum
stances in which the Government h~tve been 
placed at the present time. I think it would be 
unwise and improper in the present p:"ition of 
affair,; to introduce any new features of policy. 
lloubtlesl when we approach the dissolution of 
P~trliament a policy will be s:1bmitted to the 
country on which we w1ll stand or L•ll. In the 
meantime we take up the reins whore they were 
suddenly dropped, and I trmt to the gener<>us 
forbearance of hon. members to a~.,ist th · Go
vernment in carrying through those measures
many of which hon. members on the othee side 
have approved of-and to assist in making the 
session more fruitful. 

Mr. McDoNALD : Why not go to the country at 
onceY 

The PRE:.VHER: I have alrearly expresged 
the determination of thi< side of the House to 
proceed with pubric busine•s. 

Mr. MoDoNALD: You are afraid to meet the 
people. 

The PREMIER : The Government ore not at 
all afraid to meet the people. 'l'hey rely on the 
confidence and support of the people. They 
would not hold office if they had ony apprehen
sion that they did not represent the people, and 
as leader of the G<>Vernment [ emphatically 
assert that we believe and know that "e at 
the present time possess the thorough cnnfidence 
and respect of the paople, and will not be 
afraid to appear before our constituents when, in 
our opinion, a suitable time arrives. 

Mr. McDoNALD: You are only there on suf
ferance. 

The PREMIER : I think I nee l say no more 
on this occasion. I may say that if by our 
counsels in legislation, and by our ad :ni:.i,tr ~'
tion, we are able to extend the welfare of every 
dweller of this land, our services to the public at 
the present time will not be regarded ac, wholly 
vain. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. GLA~~EY: I may claim the induLence 

of the Hou>e to make a few observations. 1 am 
sure every hon. member fnlly shares the semi
ments expreooed by the hon. gentleman wi• h 
regard to the death of the late Premier, and I 
think we must congratulate the hon. gentleman 
for the amount ot courage he has distJlayed on 
the present occasion. · 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. GLAS~EY: Courage which is worthy of 

emulation by younger men. He already tell; ns 
that he repreeents a united Cabinet, and a solid 
and compact party. That, of couree, is informa
tion that we were not prepared tn hcar. Never
theles•, I presume the hrm. gentleman i" fully 
armed and equipped, and is authori,;ed to make 
the st'>ternent he has just made. I must con
fess that I am somewhat disappointed at the 
statement made this afternoon, knowing the 
sentiments expreesed by the hon. gentleman 
some little tnne ago with regard to this 
continuous Ministry ; yet he is not blow 
to come forward on the pr·esent occasion with 
all the boldness imaginable and tell us that 
he is quite prepared to continne that &ame 
cnntinuou" Ministry with he him,elf at the bead. 
I shoulJ have expected, considering the cirC'nm
stances which exiat at the present trme with 
regard-not to the compactness or s,,lidity of the 
hem. gen leman's party, h•c'luse that i, a matter 
on which there is very little room for doubt-
but seeing that we are within ten or twelve weeks 
of the close of the ordinary parliamentar.v .;ession, 
and seeing that not a single measnre of import
ance has yet been placed _on the statute-book, 

although we have be m in sesqion for nearly 
three months, I should have expected a very 
ditferent sta·ement from the bun. gentleman. 
He has told us that we are ahout to enter on a 
seB..,ion of vigour, and a se'5s;on, he hope~. of use~ 
fulnes<-a se"i·on which he hopes will prove 
frni: ful and beneficial tu the people of Queens
land. 

Tne SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Hear, 
hear! Whv nnt? 

Mr. GLASSE Y : Cnns'dering the present 
state of alfairs, cons'dering the uncertainty 
which ex'st.s, c HJ"idering, to•>, the OJ ·portunity 
for usefnlne•• which the Government has had, 
the ti!lle ha" come for them to seek for the 
endorsement ot· otherwise of the constituencies 
of this c <untrv. 

:\!EMBERS r•f the L:tbour party: Hear, hear! 
Mr. GLASSEY: The Government are bonnd 

in the eonroe of a short time to seek the suffra;;eR 
of the people-to ask for that enrlot'"ement of 
their policy to which I have alluded, or to allow 
the people an opportunity of s:>ying that t)re 
time has come when the present btate of affaus 
should be hronght to an end. 

Mr. DAWSON: They aee a united party-there 
is no difference of uJnninn. 

The SJWJ\ETARY FOJ\ PUBLIC LANDS : So are 
you. 

Mr. GLASSEY: ':rhe Premier hope.• tl1at he 
will be able to pass some u,eful measures. I 
presume one of the measures to which he alludes 
is the Mining Bill. 

Tha SECRETARY J<'OR PUBLIC LANDS : Hear, 
hectr! 

Mr. GLASSEY: Does the hon. gentleman 
allncle to the Mining Bill ? 

The PREll!IER: I hope so. 
M•·· GLASSB;Y: I believe I am right in say

ing that that Bill, which has not yet been intro
duced, contaim some 2.)(j clausee. Now, I ask 
any hon. member who h 1S had experience of this 
House during the last few se~sions is it pos-ible 
in ten short weeks, or even in owe! ve weeks, to 
place a measm e of such magnitude and impor· 
tance-dea!ing as it does with one oft he greatest 
industries of the colony-on the &tatute-book 
with any d "gree of satisfaction? 

Mr. McDoNALD: They do not intend to. 
Mr. GLASSEY: The hon. gentlAman also 

stated that he hoped he will be ab'e to g-et 
tbr,mgh the Estimates. I tell the hon. gentle
man that, so f~r as my opinions go, and"" far as 
my weight goes, wbatpver it may be worth, he 
will not get through with the Estimates. 

The SPEAKElt: The hon. member is now 
exceeding the bounds allowed on occasions like 
the present. There is no quest'on before the 
Hou,e, anrl I tru~t the hon. member will con
form to the parliamentary usage on such occa
sions. 

Mr. GLASSF;Y: I ha\'e no desire to prolong 
the discus,ion, aB there will be full opportunity 
tn deal wir.h the question on some other <•ccasion. 
Briefly, I may >ay I am disappointed at the 
statement of the Premier. I thought he would 
have told u< that, cnnsidering the present 
unhappy circumstance", he would ask the Houoe 
to pa~s two or three Inea!-lnres of some 11rgency, 
ask for temporary Supply, and then wind up the 
ses-ion and go to the country. I hope that will 
be done. 

MElJBF.RS of the L~hour party: Hear, hear! 
:.\lr. GLASSEY: That is the po!icy "f the 

party sictmg on this sirle. vVe ace nut desirous 
at thi" late period of the ee~Rinn of proloncring 
the agony which, unfortunately, has existed for 
some length of time, and of p• rpetuating this 
continuous l\linistrY. I have nothing m"re to 
s·q on the present occa,ion. Perhaps on another 
occasion I may have a good deal to say, 
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JURY BILL.-INTESTACY AND IN
SANITY (LOCAL ADMINISTRATION) 
BILL. 

MESSAGES ~'ROM THE COUNCIL. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 

me•sages from the Council returning these Bills 
without amendment. 

CORRESPONDEKCE-RATLWAY 
TRAFJ!'IO DEPARTMENT. 

On the motion of Mr. DA WSON, it was 
re.solv{-'d--

1. That there be laid on the table of the House copies 
of all corre~pondt:>IJee bPt\YCf'll tlle District Tr;affi c 
:.\·1anngrr Hnd the Rn.ilway Department. referring to the 
exerrise of dis('rrtionary powPI"S by Dh:trict Traffic 
Managers. or conferring, or repudia•ing. or commentmg 
upon. the exPrrise 1 f any snch powers by him. 

2. Also COllies of instructions issued to the Northern 
and rentrn1 district traffic managers w1th reference to 
enlarged powers. 

BISHOPSBOURNE, ETc., BILL. 
SELECT CoMMITTEE. 

On the motion of Mr. GROOM, it was 
re~o]ved-

1. Thnt the Risbopsbourne Estate and See Endow~ 
meut Trusts Bill be refrrred for the consideration and 
report of a SPlect Committee, with power to send for 
persons and pH per~, and leave to sit during any adjourn~ 
mPnt of the House. 

2. Thet such committee consist of Mr. Arrr strong, 
;t\fr. Stumm, :\fr. Jackson, ~fr. Jenkinsun, and the 
mover. 

SLAUGHTERING BILL. 
The SECRETARY I<'OR AGRICULTURE 

moved-
Th t the House will, at its next sitting, resolve 

itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider of the 
desirableness of introducing a mu to provide for tlle 
licen~ing and inspection of .8laughter-houses, and to· 
regulate the slaughter and sale of meat. 

Mr. McDONALD: I think the hon. gentle
man, in dealing with this matter, ought to give 
us snme information about it, fc,r the reawn that 
owing to the present state of affHirs we have 
been led to believe that these Bills are merely 
brtwght in to he laid on the table and bave no 
further action taken upr.n them. 

The PREMIER: \Vho said "'? 
Mr. l\lcDONALD: Would the hon. gentle

man like mu to tell him why I come to that 
conclnsion ? 

The PRE~IIER : That i• not my question. 
Mr. McDONALD: \Vith the consent of the 

House, I will tell the hon. gentleman. The•e 
Bills are not intended to be passed sin1ply 
because t.he hon. gentleman has not got the sup
port of Ins own party. 

l't1El¥IBERS on the Government side: Oh, oh ! 
You try it. 

Mr. McDONALD: The hon. gentleman is 
onlv in his present P"sitinn on sufferance. 

MEl\JBERS cm the Government side: No, no! 
Mr. McDONALD : When the hon. gentleman 

talks about upholding the dignity of the position 
I can tell him--

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle
man is wandmir·g from the question J:,efore the 
House. 

Mr. McDONALD: I quite grant that, but 
the hon. g ntleman invited an answer. I a>ked 
the consent of the Hr.use, and I took it that the 
other side assen•ed to me making an explana· 
tion. I t.hen irnmcdi"tdy proceeded to inform 
the hon. gentlelllan of Lis exr.ct l"•sition. I do 
not m a !re any bones about this mal ter. 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS: "What 
about the ll·eat? 

Mr. MoDO:"JALD: There is supposed to be 
meat on it, but I maintain there is only bone. 
I am gn'ng to take up the position that I will 
obstruct any business that the Government 
brings on until they go to the country. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR PUBLIC INS:I'RVCTION : 
That is intelligible. 

Mr. DAWSON: It is honest. 
The PREMIER : Why does not your leader say 

so? 
Mr. MoDONALD: You are not lea-:ler on 

that side, and you know it. 
The BPEAKER : Order! The hon. gentle

man must adtlres" the Chair. 
Mr. McllONALD: I quite recognise that. 

The day is long, and this is a very important 
Bill now before us. I do not !mow whether the 
hrm. gentleman h"s introdnced it for the purpose 
of getting the inside running of the hon. member 
for Wide Bay, who ha-; a Bill bef,re the House 
dealing "'ir h the de.td me~t trade. It appears 
that there i" a kind of compPtition between the 
two lion. gentlemen, brit I feel quite confident 
that the bon. member for \Vide Bay will hold his 
own. This Bill is purely in tended to take the 
wind out of the sails of the hon. member for 
Wide Buy, and it would only hav,, been a matter 
of common decency to have waited until the Bill 
of the hon. member for \Vide Bay was intro
duced. As far as I understand this matter, it is 
likely to need a very big Bill to ileal with it 
-probably a Bill like the Mining Bill, contain
ing oYer 200 cl,m· e;. Is it at all likely that we 
will be able to deal with such a large measure 
before the end of this session? Owing to the 
general state of politics it is ruost unlikely, and it 
is a mere waste of time. It appears to me that 
this Bill is introduced for the express y,urpc.se of 
wasting time. The best thing under the circum
stances wou!d have been for the hon. gentleman 
to have allowed his leader, Mr. Philp-I mean 
Mr. Dickson-to announce that the Bill woulrl 
be intr .. dnced but not proceeded with, and that 
it would be em bodied in the poliey for the next 
general elections. Thi< mr.tion requires a great 
deal of consideration, and I therefore propose to 
move the omission of all the words after the word 
"'l'hnt," and later on I shall propose to ins>rt 
other words. I have been, like the hon. gentle
man at the head of the Government, a gc•od 
many years in politi.cs, and I therefore do not 
think it wise to show my hand all at once. 
Perhaps, therEfnre, it would not be wise or 
politic to tell the hon. gentleman what. w0rds 
I proposed to insert. E\PeL g that the Premier 
is so anxioue to go on with business, perhaps it 
would be wise to hold the matter in abeyance 
until the words have been struck out. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Is the 
House going to suffer this tomfoolery much 
lonqer? 

Mr. McDONALD: \Ve have suffere.d the 
hon. gentleman and his crowd long enough, and 
he will have to suff•'r m for a httle while. I can 
absure hirn that it is not a bit of use his losing his 
temper at this stage of affairs. It is quite 
possible he may lose his temper a little later on, 
but if be takes my a•i vice he will not lose it now. 
I tell the hon. gentleman distinctly what my 
idea' are, and of course the leader of the Govern
ment--with his stwng majority-knows exact! 
what to do. If they want to sit me down the, 
have the power in their hands to do it with the.ir 
splendid n,ajority. I am quite prepared to take 
all the responsibtlity and ri'k for my action, hut 
when the hon. gentleman talks about t"mfoolery 
I would aFk him to remember the caucus meet
ing of yesterday, and ask whe~her there was any 
tomfoolery therP. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. McDONALD: I think the hon. member 

lost his temper a great deal more upon that 
particular occasion than there is any need for 
now, and it would be wise for him to hold his 
tongue on thh• occasion. If he has anything to 
say, he can waic and speak on th~ 111otion th~ 
same as any other hon. rne111ber. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It wel:lt 
home all right. 

:Mr. McDONALD: Yes, I believe you did go 
home yesterday, and that some hon. members 
got home very strongly. This i• one of the 
measures that the Government should have 
asked U3 to consider some time ago. We all 
know that in this colony, which is one of the 
largesG exporters of meat, there is a great deal 
of slaughtering dune, but the Government made 
no attempt to deal with the matter umil tile 
?on. member for Wide Rty took it up, a!Chongh 
It has been referred to several times within my 
own knowledge. The moment an hon. member 
on th!s side h~·l the co11rage to grapple with the 
questwn we find the Secrotary for Agriculture 
cameo down and attempts to introduce a similar 
Bill. 

Mr. KEOGH: It is never too late t;:, mend. 
Mr. McD<?NALD: Yes; but in the rnsent 

state of affairs I do not see any possibili ;y of 
amendment. It is a well-known fact that s'ome 
of the meat that hM been slaughtered m this 
colony has been unfit for human consnmption, 
and a ~real; deal that has been exported has been 
landed in London in a vc.1-y b.1d state. In fact 
one of our late Pr" miers, Sir Thomas Mcii wra1th 
I think, stated in London that the meat sent 
from this colony was of a, very inferior character 
altogether, and he advi"ed that all the meat 
exported· should be inspected-a conree which 
would very much further thtl interests of the 
meat industry. It is only a few days ago that 
we heard that, through the very insufficient 
inspection, a whole shipload of meat sent from 
her.e was conde~nned, and had to be destroyed, 
whiCh resulted 111 an enormous lo'ls and risked 
the reputation of the colony. vVe 'have known 
of cancerous cattle being slaughtered for human 
consumption, the result of which must be the 
spread of various obnoxious diseases rigl,t 
~hroughout. the colony. It is very well known 
m ~he m.edwal. world that a great many diseases 
S<!Clety IS su bje~t to are contracted by eating 
d1seased cattle, and there have been very injuri
ous resnlts to the people where there has been 
an absenP.e of i11spection. 1 think there should 
be v.ery st;ict rules in regard to the licensing 
and m'pectwn of sbughter-houses, and I advise 
the hon. member to look seriougly into the 
~atter, and see . whether sufficient protection 
lS g1ven by the Brll he seeks to intioduce. I 
believe he has an open mind, and is always ready 
to accept suggestions, and I am sure that he 
will accept a suggcs<·iou from me and see that 
proper provision is made in the direction I have 
indicated. At present the hon. me<aber eeerns to 
be looking up" l.Vlay," insteacl of h-.teniog to my 
remarks upon this interesting subject;, bnt I hope 
he will take notice of what I have said, and when 
the Bill is intro·lnc"d he will deal with the•e 
matters in an effective and statesmanlike way. 
I should like the hon. rr,, mbor to state what he 
means by the "sale of meat"--

T~e SP.EAKER.: Or<ler! ·we are now simply 
dealwg w1th a motwn that the House will on a 
certain day go into committee for the purpose of 
introducing a Biil, and the hon. member's 
remarks are not relevant to that motion. 

Mr. McDONALD: I quite concur in your 
ruling, Sir, that members should confine them
se! ves to the strict terms of the motion. At the 
time I mentioned the matter I thought I was 
slightly erring from the strict rule of the House 
and I shall not pnrsue that cnurse any further: 
1 hope that the hon. gentleman in replying to 
the vario.us arguments whi?h will probably be 
adduced m the course of this debate during the 
next few hours will give us some idea of what 
this Bill is likely to be. I have no real objection 
to the introduction of such a Bill. Of course 

the general irlea is that there should he no 
oppo8ition at all to a motion like this, but I 
could quote several caBes in which sirntlar Bills 
have been deteated on the m"tinn to go into 
co•nrnittee. However, I have fairly explained 
my p.rticular ide~s on thi8 motion, and the 
Gnvern•11ent under,tand pretty well why I 
objected to it going as "formal." I think that 
motions of this oharacter ought not to go 
as "formal," but that in prop•>sing them the 
'VIiDister should tell ns distinctly what is the 
tenor of the Bill and whv it is introrluced. The 
hon. gentlem~n did nothing of the kind on this 
particular ncca,ion, and therefore I beg to move 
that all the words after the word "that" be 
omitted. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : I am given to under
stand th,,t the hon. member for \Vi,Je Bay 
desires to speak upon this moot important 
matter, and I think it wonld be a pity 
to rush the motion through the House. 
The mutinn ptoposos that we shall do "ome
thiug on the next sitting day in Committee of 
the Whnle. I am one of those who believe that 
there should be no next uitting of this Hous<·, 
but 1;bat thie sitting should terminate the 
husines> a' far as this Government or this 
Parliament is concerned ; and honescly believing 
that, I hope the House will not give the 
Minister the opportunity he asks to do some
thing at the next sitting. I hope that neither 
the few remarks made by the hon. member for 
:Fiinders, nor the few remarks I shall make, 
will be taken by hon. members as meaning 
that we are opposed to a Bill such as it is 
proposed should be introduced. I am sure 
that all sensible people will agree that the 
time has arrived when such a Bill should be 
passed, but the question arises whether this 
House is in a fit condition to pa.ss that Bill at 
the present time, whether the time is appro
priate for the introduction of such a Btll, or 
whether the matter should be def,Jrred until we 
have fuller information on the matter and 
until members of the House are in a better 
position to carry such legislation. If this Bill 
is a comprehensive measure-as it certainly 
should be-then we have not the time this seosion 
to carry it in conjunction with other neces,.ary 
legislation. As has been truly said this after
noon we have only some few weeks now before 
Christma•, and we have very important matters 
tn con.>ider in the E,timat<-s and ',V ays and 
Means, so that I think members must come 
to the conclusion that now is not the time 
to bring forward impnrtant legislation such as 
this, when we are at the tail end of the 
session and the tail end of the Parliament, and 
mf'mbers thetmelves rlo not know what they 
want. All some members know is that they 
want tn cling to their seats and their salaries, 
and that they intend t'' do as long as they can. 
lam one of those whn beli~ve that we ought to 
go to the country before any further legislation 
is introduced-after, of course, we have passed 
an Appropri,ttion Bill, giving supply to, say, 
J ~nuary. After that we should at once go to 
the c mntry, and get the opinion of the 
electors on this and other important legislation. 
Do the constituencies desire that we should 
deal with legi•lation of this sort? If they do, 
and tell us so, then we shall. he armed with 
authority to pass the legislation, but at the 
present time we are not in that position. 
The Premier cannot say that he is armed 
with such authority, nor can the Se~retuy 
for Ag-riculture say oh>tt he ha• any authority 
from his constituents or any other portion of 
tlneensland. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! The hon 
member is entirely out of 1order in the remarks 
he is now making. 
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Mr. DUNSFORD : \Vhile I bow to your 
rulin¥, still I think that if I can [JroYe that the 
rre·;ent is not an apprntniate time to introduce 
this Bill; that the Minister has no authority to 
introduce ir, and that ic is h.troduced to kill 
time, no bu,iness being meant or possil•le in the 
motiOn-I think if I prove that, I "h(lll be g-iving 
good reasons why thi; House should not continue 
to waste time in that directirlll. \Ve are paid 
agents of the pcor le, and I, as one of those paid 
agent•, protest ,,gainst wasting time in thrs way 
while we continue to draw nnr salarit s. It iti 
]Jr<•p 'sed here to introduce a Bill to regulate the 
s1aughter of meat. l want to know what nwat 
the Minister i" going to slaughter. It strikes me 
that Lbis is m01e like slaughtering the ~lueen's 
English. I can understand the sale, ticketing, 
and inspection of me 1.t, but the slaughtror of meat 
is a puzzle to me. 'We have for a long time now 
been inspecting meat which b <Xported and con
sumed by people <•nl,ide the colony, but with 
rare exceptions we have ne' er in anything like a 
full manner impected meat which i< cor,snmed 
lry our own people. That is a very foolish cour'e 
to pursue. 1 am pleased to say that on Charters 
T'"' ers they have a pretty efficient sy,tenJ of 
ins[Jrctinn, owing to the mumcipali•y and divi
sim,al boHrd baving tal<en np the matter, but 
that is not anything lrke general in the colony, 
and the f.,ct that only one or two trn,ns have 
taken it up is a proof of the nece>Rity for a com
prehensive me <sure. If we consider this matter 
ftorn the he:tlth point of view--

·The i::iPEAKER: Tl.e bun. mcmrer ar•pe:trs 
to u1e to Le anticipating dbcn.s8ion c.n the n1erits 
of the Bill. He musG contim' himself to the 
terms of the motion, and 1 warn him tbat if he 
proceeds in this mlpailiHmenta•y rn&nner it will 
be my duty to call upon him to nsume !Jis "eat. 

Mr. DUNSJ<'ORD : I clearly cannot be 
speaking 011 the meti•s of the Bill, becanse I 
have not yet seen the Bill. Of cour>e I do not 
know whether yon yotn"sclf know that I am 
anticipating a Bill whoHe contents not one 
member of this House really know"· Be that as 
it may, the motion beft•re us certainly do,,s not 
deal with the merits or details of any particular 
Bill, but it does deal with the desit ahleness of 
intro<~ucing a Bill haviHg fur its end an "'owed 
object, and I think I shonld he justified in 
speaking on the mtrits of that object. Is it a 
good obj~ct? 

The SP.EAKER : The question before the 
House is w' ether the House shall, at its next 
sitting, reHolve itself into a Comlllittee of the 
Whole or not, and I nm>t ask the hem. member 
to confine l i' r•marks to that. 

11_1r. DUKi::iFOHD: I again say that while I 
beheve Iegi3lation in this directi<•ll is desirable 
still I do IJOt thiuk the House should go int~ 
connd: tee to d,a] "ith this matter because I 
thin~{' fr(Jtn a busine~s point of view, tl;at it i~ nqt 
pos-rhle to carry our the objr et this sessiun. 
The unsettled condition of u.en,bers, the un
set led condition of the country and of thino;s 
general'y, teach me that now is not the time 
when legi,Iation such as tbis •honld h" intro
duced; and with the hon. m• mbcr for Flinders 
and <~thers I avow my intention to b'ock, in a 
comtitutionalmanne,., alllegi•latimr which may 
be introduced if the <iovernment refuse to go to 
th: C11untry "nd get l be wi,hes of the counhy on 
thr" and other mat,ters. 

Mr. JENKINSON: I do not care about 
deta.ning the Honselong, but I would like tosey 
a few wt.rds with regard to this motion and the 
aniendtnf'llt. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is under 
a misappr~hension. There i' no amendment. 

Mr. J.ENKIXSON: I beg your pardon, Mr. 
Speake1·. I left the Cham btr for a few minutes 
and I understood that there was an amendment: 

Perhaps being a new member, I can hardly 
understand the treatment accorded to me with 
regarJ to this particular que,tion. Either ,he 
Government look upon it as presumption on my 
p rrt in attempting to introduce a Bill with 
reg-Rrd to this que,t'on or they are so much at 
vari:tnce that there is no cohesio,1 amorgst them 
at all. On the 8th September I asked the 
Premier-

1. Is it the iutenli.on of 1he Government to introduce 
a Bill during this se.-.sion to provide for the inspection 
or slaughter-houses ~~nd meat intended for human 
consumption; and also to make 1·rovision for the 
establish1n ent of public abattoirs in the colony? 

2. If so, when P 

The answer I got to those two questions was
~ ot this session. 

I also asked this question-
3. H not, will tl1e Government afford assistance to a 

private member introducing such a BillP 
The reply of the Premier was-

All assistance wHl be given in the preparation and 
discuss:i.on of such a measure. 
Acting on the revly then given to me, when 
&pea kino; on the Estimates of the Home Secre-
1ary'8 DPpariment on the 15th September, I 
intimRterl that it w"s my intention some time 
duri1 g the se>sion-I ho1Jed at an early date-to 
intr< cuce a Bill dealing with the matter of 
dioca>ed meat intended for human consumption. 
I >·nd the answers I had got to my que&tions had 
O]Jeneil tLe way for me to prepare a meamre, 
and I inf,rmed the Commit:ee that I wa" then 
engHgPd upon it. Following up those rf:'n1arks, 
OH the 22r d September I tabled these resolutions 
which I propostd to move on Thursday, the 29th 
September-

]. '!'hat it is desirable that a Bill be introouced to 
nwke provision for the establishment of 1mblic 
abattoirs lTI the colony, ancl for the ins1·ection o:t 
~laughter-houses and meat intended for human con .. 
~:umptlon. 

2. ·rbat an address be presented to the Governor, 
1nayin,h· th:tt Jhs Excellency will be pleased to rerom
lllend the necessary appropriation to give effect to such 
Bill. 
On the day previons to the 29lh September, 
when my motion was to be discussed, the 
:Minister for Agriculture came to this Hou~e 
with the resolntion that has been moved thrs 
afternoon, evidently intending to cut the ground 
from under my feet wi1 h n·gard to the Bill I 
inter,d tu intJOduce. I do not mind the Govem
rnent taking up the matter. I think it is a 
matter they ought to have taken up long ago. 
It is a matter uf vital public importance, and 
there is nothin~; small, mean, or Cf~nten1ptible 
about me with regard to this. I am qnite willing 
to give them support as to the BilJ they are 
int1 odncing, as what I want to see is the 
affirmation of the principle. As the senior 
llJemLer for Drayton and Toowoomba inter
jects, tl;cy 'hould have told me-it would 
have been nnly a matter of courtesy had 
tl e Minister for .\griculture approached me with 
regar<l to the matter, and be ''Hlllld have found 
that I wonld h&ve met him in as reasonab'e and 
c••nciliatory n spirit as he could have wi"hfd. 
Jn,tcad of that he treated me apparently with 
contempt. I·!e ign••red me, ignored the resolu
tions I iotended to move in this House, and eame 
do\\11 inteJ•d'ng <o cut the ground horn under 
my feet;. The Premier in speaking this after
nuon ha" mentiom d that the measures about to 
be introduced were those inspired by the late 
Premier. I think it W<•Uld be a great stretch of 
imagination to say that the tint measme the 
Government intend to introduce was inspirf'd by 
the late Premier, in the face of the answers 
he gave to the questiuns I put to him 
the other day. But, as I said before, I 
do not mtend to oppose the Government 
with regard to this ; I shall be only too willing 
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to holp them t.o get the matter placed on the 
statute-book, but I shall exercise my right of 
introducing amendments in the Bill when it 
comes before '"· I think it is right that I should 
inform the House th<tt I maJe ap~Jiica.tiou to the 
Home Secre'L<Jry-owing to the Premiet-'s illn~-'SS 
I could not C"n<nl• him-for ],.g,] "s-<istance with 
reg ml to drafting the Bill. I understood that it 
wa-1 cu~tomary tu grant a priva' e n1ember ~uch 
assistance, but it was refnsecl to me. 

Mr. GROOM: lt is the tirot time. 
Mr. JE:'<KINSON: First I had a verbal 

CrliDtnunieatiun from the Home Secretary, and 
then I sent him a letter aoking if I woul·l be 
permitte l to hav•> legal assistance in drafting 
such a Bill, and the reply I got was that the 
Premier cunld not attend tn anv busine's ><t th<J.t 
time, and .Mr. Dicbon did not think it was 
cust••mary to allow a private member leg«! 
as,istanc:e in the dr<tfting of a Bill. l think it is 
quite light th"'t th~ House shou'd umle.s'a•Jd 
thi, matter, anrl let us once foe all know hether 
a lJrivate rnember is going to g-pt any a8si'"ltance 
in such a mattet· "'s t~oi.l. It is impo,sible for a 
layman to rlraft a Bill and snbmi~ it in proper 
form to this House, and I mc1intain that iL is 
only rif(ht th<>t we should have the same 
courtesy granted to us this sessi.m as has been 
granted to private members in sessions in the 
past. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE, 
in re-ply: I only wish to say a few words in 
reference to the remarks of tho hon. member for 
vVidA B 'Y· So far from the hon. member feeling 
aggrieved, he shnuld feel complimented at the 
Government intr,ducing a B.ll the tenor of 
which is i<l accorJance with that of the Bill the 
hon. gent'eman intended introdueinf(. Every 
hon. member who has had any exp lrience in this 
House, however, knows that no private member 
would have the slighte-t chance of getting 
thrnugh the two Houses a Bill of such a 
character. 

Mr .• JEIS'KINSON: But why ignore me? 
The SECRETARY :FOR AGRICULTURE : 

I took what I cnnsiJered to be tbe proper 
couree, and shower! the Bill some time ag,-and 
I believe the Bill was drafted long before the 
hon. memb.or spoke of introducing a Bill-to the 
leader nf the hon. member's party, the hon. 
member for Enn~gera. 

Mr. DRAKE: Hear, hear! 
Mr. :McDONNELL: I quite agree with tho"e 

hon. members on this side who have SIJ"ken on 
this question, although I take up eomewhat 
differenL ground. I take it that the Bill is w be 
admini,tered by the GC'vernment. A few years 
ago an enormous sum of money was spent on a 
Royal Commission to inquire into the local 
government laws. Among other subjects with 
which that commission dealt was the inspection 
of slaughter-houses and meat, and the evidence 
given on that subject was the most reliable that 
cc•uld be obtained. To quote from th>tt ev:dence 
will not bfl out of place on the present t•ccasion
to show tlmt it would be unwise to proceed with 
this Bill. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
will ?e entirely out of order in goin<5 into th<tt 
questwn. 

Mr. McDONNELL: I was going to qnote 
from the evidence of Mr. Gnrdon to show that the 
present law, which is admini'<tered directly by 
the Government, has been a failnre. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. member 
will be entire:y out of order in doing so on the 
pl'esent occasion. 

Mr. McDONNELL: vVell, I am opposed to 
the introduction of this Bill unless it is to be 
administered by the local authorities. 

The SPEAKER: Order, orde,·! That is not 
the question at ]>resent bdore the House. The 
hon. member must confine himself to the 
que,lion. 

Mr. l'IIcDONNELL: I am opposei to the 
modon l>PcauHe it 'houll be dealt with in the 
Local Government Bill which lile have been 
t;r,mistd thi; seo>.,ion. Thi< is one of the mo't 
irnpurt,nt questim.s that cou!J l.e dt>alt with in 
such a Bill. I helieve the Hoy<tl C.muni,sion 
wa' unrtnimou,Jy in f,.,·onr of lire m"tter be•ng 
plac"d in Lhe bands of the local l>uth· rit tB. But 
there iN anuther point. 1 am quite at one with 
those who have >p •ken on this side, that it is 
not a fa:r thing fur this side of the House to 
allow I be Government to ~et throngh even this 
early sta"e of the Bill. It is our duty in the 
present circumstances-believing that the Go
vernment have not the confidence of the peof)!e 
-to prevent them lJaS>ing any legishttion until 
they have receivtd the nrdict of the c mu try 
upon it. I sLould nut he disposed at another 
time, and under other circumstancPs, to oppose 
a measure like this; but the strungm-t possihle 
argmutnt "hy the Government should nut be 
permitted to deal with this question has been 
given by the hon. mewber f r Wide Bay. What 
tl.at hou. meml,er said indica'.es th •t the Go
vernment are not sincere in their desire to pass 
thi' legislation. 

The TREASliRER: You have no right to say 
that. 

Mr. McDO::'<NELL : I have the strongest 
right to say so, in view of the answer given to 
the hon. member for \Vide B>ty bv toP late 
Premier. That hon. gentleman said that it was 
not the intention of the Government tointr~~rluce 
any legi-htion this ses•ion dealing with the 
question, and yet in the face of th"'t reply tbe 
::lecretary for Agriculture now asks for leave to 
introduce a Bill. Th.t is most conclusive evi
dence that there is no sincerity on the part of 
the Government in the matter. \Ve have allowed 
this sort of thing to go on for too long. It 
is undonbtedly our bounrlen duty to l'revent 
the motion being entertained by the House. 
That is one of my princitml reaeons fnr 
opposing the introduction of the Bill, and I 
btlieve that in taking up that po·i ion I am 
representing the view< nf the majority of those 
whom I represent. \Ve have to take advantage 
of the rules and forms of the House, and, if the 
Governm.->nt are IH>~· ~pirited enough to recogni:..e 
thing< as they shou'd, it is our duty, in the inter< sts 
of the pen~Jle, to force them to do what r believe is 
to-day the desire of the people of Queen,;]and, 
and that is to go to the country at once. I 
rather regret, Mr. Speaker, that you ru!ed me 
out of order, because I am snr e that had you 
allowed me to quute the evidence given by Mr. 
Gordon--

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hem. member 
is again tronsgre,>ing, and I must warn him that 
if he persists in his cc•urse I shall call up011 him 
to resume his seat. 

Mr. McDONNELL: I shall not refer any 
further to the subject than to say that if the B;ll 
reaches a further stage I shall have an oppor· 
tunity of referring to the valuable evidRr<ce 
\\ hich w.,.~ taken by the Local Authorities Com
mission. I hope that this sirle of the Hnu-e, 
and those on the other side who are dis
mtisfied with the present state of aff,ir8, 
will, however, put their feet down and force 
tlce Govern!llent to take up a proper position. 
At all events I am determined to do my H!Jare to 
bring mattErs tu that conclnsinn, and I h<•pe 
those who are dissatisfied with the present 
Government, and who wish to compel them to gn 
to the country, will show their sincerity on this 
occasion and vote against the motion. 
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Mr. FITZGERALD: I thoroughly agree with 
the opp<•sition to this motion, not because I 
object to the Bill itself, but b"cause ciJCUm· 
>t>tuces do not justify us in proc eding with 
legislation. It was ouly •ecently the leader of 
the Oppo,itinn poiuted out that the }Jre>eot leader 
of the Gover,,ment was in a perfectly unique 
position. He happens to be leader unrler must 
uufortunate circumstances; but no one who 
believes in democratic legiHlation will su}Jpnrt 
the introduction of important nsw lE>gislati! n 
introduced by a new head of the Governmeut 
who has no mandate from the peo;,le. ]f the 
h•<n. gentleman is sincere in bis rlt s're to do 
good for the country be will, having a large 
majority at his back, ask for two or three 
months' supply and go to the country, coming 
back perhaps with increased strength, and a large 
and grateful following. 

Mr. KERR: Servile. 
Mr. l!'lTZGERALD: I do not say "servile." 

I object to that word. I am prepared to give 
any man credit for his courage when he faces 
the constituencies and tries to fight his way back 
here with a majority. I give hon. gentlemen 
opposite cred:t when they get on the pJat. 
form--

'l'he SPEAKER: Order I The hon. gentle
man is wanderinL entirely irom the question. 

Mr. :FITZG.ERALD: I was just answering 
an interjection, and will not go further into that 
matter. I 8\lbmit that this is not a time to bring 
forward further new legislation, and I would poiut 
out to the Chief Secretary, whom I vety !I:Uch 
respect, that he rea!ly d<>es not repre,ent this 
House as it was returned by the constituencies 
in 1896. We all believe in Government by 
the people, but the present Premier cannot 
show us that he obtained a mitnda•e from 
the people in 189G. In 18V6 the hon. gentle· 
man was not in the Ministry who were then 
carrying on the business of the country. Our 
late lamented Premier, Mr. Eyrnes, could say 
that be was returned as a member of the Nelson 
Administration, and when Sir Hugh Nelson 
retlred it was perfectly open for him to take 
the position of leader; hut the hon. member for 
Bnlimba is in an entirely different position. He 
said at his election meetings in 1896 that be was 
an independent op~Jositionist, and be would not 
ask anyone to vote for him under the impression 
that be was going to support the then Govern· 
ment. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order ! 
Mr. :FITZGERALD: My :ugu:,ent is that 

the bon. member for Bulirnba did not happen to 
be amongst those who were sent here to govern 
the peo}Jle from the front Government benches, 
and therefore he has no right to ask us to pass 
legislation of this descdption at this late stage of 
the session. Tbe Bill which it is proposed to 
int,·oduce is a very important oue. I presume 
the Secrptary for Agricnhure has befme him 
the idea of conserving the public he,ltb. We 
on thi• side have always argned strongly in 
favour of legi•lation which had that enrl in view. 
Here is a Bill brongbt before us when the heat 
is f(etting annoying to hon. memberR, dealing 
with a matter that I have fought for in this 
Houee last year and the year before, and I 
would urge upon the Minister that it Rhnuld be 
allowed to stand over till the cooler month• next 
session. Hon. members know that cattle are 
slaughtered when they are in such a condition 
as to be dangerous to the public health, and 
great numbers hRve been done away with so r.s 
to prevent th<'m from going into general con· 
•nmption. The matter OU!i;ht to be left alone 
nntil we have got a fresh mandate from the 
people, and then those of us who Rnrvive the 
troubles of a general elEction will he able to tackle 
it sincerely and earnestly. Many diseases have 

spread through the consumption of diseased meat, 
and in loukillg up the reports of the hospital I find 
that a great llnml,er of deathB h;,ve taken place 
through tuberculosis contracted through drink· 
ing milk from diseased cows, and Lord only 
know' how many other· people are suffering from 
that rJi,ease now. The health of the community 
i< a mnsc important matter, and therefore I 
thiuk thi; subject ought to be considered most 
Reriously. I should like to know from the 
Secretary for Agriculture what this health 
board i;? 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! I muRt ask 
him to con tine himself to the subject matter of 
the motion. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: I do not intend to 
spe>tk at any great length, but I should like to 
know something about this health hoard. I 
a}Jpeal to the Minister to withdraw the motion ; 
but before I sit down r should like to say a word 
in favour of the people out West. It may be 
all 'ery well in the city where there are so many 
doctors--

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
is again out of order. 

Mr·. HOOLAN: I think a discussion upon the 
question of dise"sed me<tt i, V8ry appropriate 
upon the present occa-<ion, because I think our 
politics are diseaeed also; and the sooner the 
!Jresent Parliament, myself included, are buried 
or resuscitated into some brighter life, the better 
for the Parliament and for the country. In 
saying this I cHrtainly think I am stating the 
opinions of a majority of th·' peorJ!e. This 
motion, which a'ks that the Hou;e ohould go 
into comrnittee to introduce a Uill dealing with 
certain ills thr.t people suffer feom at present is 
a very laurlabl~ one, and would he ver-y pr.·per 
upon a more fitting occ:>sion, but the present is 
n<)t a fitting time, and therefore the request 
made should not be twceded t.o. This is not the 
only measnre that. we may be asked to deal with, 
becauRe there are a great many more valuable 
mea,ures, but underthepresentcircumstances it is 
not to be hoped or expected that Parliament can 
do anything but what is absolutely necessary
such as providing the ways ar>d means to pay 
the public servants a.nd our public debts. It is 
no use shamming with each other, trying to 
bamboozle the country, and make fools of the 
electors who sent us here. It is no use trying to 
draw wool over the eyes of the electors, even 
though there is to he a wool market establi.;hed 
in the city of Brisbane. It is not being estab
lished for the purpose of drawing wool over theit 
eyes, much as politicrans, particularly those on 
the other sicle, might desire it. It is time that 
politicians should speak plainly. It is time 
that tAain speaking should be indulged in 
from the Treasury benches, and I certainly 
am surprieed that on the present occasion 
tbe Secretary fnr Agriculture should have 
moved thi~ motion. I think it is his duty 
to withdraw it, because it is ridiculous to go on 
with it. 'The Government, if they are aware of 
their position, must know that they are not in a 
P"'i don to bring forward any legislation that 
will require elaborate discussion and careful 
condderatiun at the ha.nds of this Rouse, and 
that being sn, tbey are very unwise-not to use 
a stronger term which I might do-to bring 
forward this measure now or even to ask for leave 
to introduce it. I have no wish to hamr,er the 
Government, because experience hfls taught me 
tlwt that is not a good game to follow. Life 
is ton short to sit here, and try to preYent any 
legislatiun that may be good for any individual 
or set of individuals being paesed, hut upon this 
occasion I think that it is necessary to g.,t up 
and assi~t, so f"r as I can, those who were my 
former companions. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Oh, oh 1 
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Mr. HOOLAN: Although I have not been 
on friendly terms with them upon many 
things, I shall not heHit::tte to assist them 
upon the present occ::tsion, or at lea"t take part 
with them in w b::tt I honestly believe to be an 
honest action, and that is t·> try to bring about 
a dissolution of Parliament in a proper and 
peaceful way without any friction or disagree
ment or slur or insult between party ::tnd party. 
'fhere is no need fur me tn t::tlk about what h::ts 
taken place, hecause I sh•mld only be anticipating
a discussion that will come on later. It is well 
known that the Government are not in o, position 
to go on with busine~s, and they should not 
attempt to do so until they have been befvre the 
countr•y and have reinstated themselves in the 
good graces of their supporters and of the elect.ors 
generally. I hope to have to say something later 
on as to their position, but upon this occasion I 
shall only ask them to consider their pusi tion. 
I consider that they have not the confidence of 
Parliament at the present time. If their 
position in the Huuse is not discredit::tble, it IS 

on the verge of it; and that being so it is their 
place to at least assure us that their position is 
croditable, or take steps to make it creditable in 
the eyes of all men. 

Mr. CRIBB: The matter before us is a 
motion to go into committee ::;t our next sitting 
to consider whether leave should be granted to 
introduce a certain Bill, and I think hon. 
members opposite must agree that at this stage 
it is inadvisable to offer opposition to the 
introduction of the Bill. They say they object 
to the motion because the Premier does not 
possess the confidence of members on this side 
of the House, ::tnd als-> on the ground that it is 
expedient that the country should express its 
opinion on the constitution of the Government 
before we proceed with any new legislation. If 
hon. members opposite are so anxious to know 
what is the opinion of members on this side with 
regard to the Government, why do they not 
move a direct vote of want of confidence in the 
Government, and call for a division on the 
question? If they do that they will soon 
see whether the party on this side are prepared 
to give the Premier their loyal support or not; 
and until they do that, and until we have some 
evidence before u~ that the Premier is not 
supported by his party, I decidedly object to 
the tone of the remark3 which have lleen made 
this evening, and to the waste of time by this dis
cussion. Wearesenthereto do buRiness, and to act 
in the interests of the colony. I have come here 
for that purpose, and not to play at politics, or 
to become a professional politician; and I contend 
that, inotead of discu.,ing the matters which 
have been introduced into this debate, we should 
consider whether the proposed legislation is in 
the interest of the colony. With regard to the 
rem::trks made by the hon. member for Mitchell, 
and the hmr. member for Fortitude Valley, Mr. 
McDonnell, I would point out that this moti<>n 
was on the paper before the late Premier died, 
and that the measure is one which be approved 
of, so that hon. members cannot call thi" a new 
mea,ure. The motion has been several days on 
the paper, and I think we should proceed with 
the business of the House. 

Mr. DANIELS : There are two very good 
reasons why this motion should not be carried. 
The first is the. discourtesy shown by the present 
Premier-when he was only acting in that 
capacity, in refuking, or pt·actically refusing, 
legal assistance to the hon. member for \Vicle 
B>Vy to draft a. Bill which the House had really 
given him permission to introduce. Another 
reason, which to my mind is a far more important 
one, is that the introduct.ion of this measure is in 
direct opposition to a statement made by the late 
Premier, who said that the Government were not 

going to bring in a Bill of this sort; and the 
present Premier announced, only an honr or two 
ago, that he was only going on with the business 
enunciated by the late Premier. But the prin
cipal reason why we should not proceed with this 
measure is that, until the Government can show 
that they have the confidence of the electors, 
they have no right to go on with the busi
ness of the country. The Premier has t•>ld 
us that he is fully assured that be has the con· 
fidence of the country. If that is so, the 
Government wou1d be returned by a majnrity if 
they appealed to the country, and if it is not so 
they have no right to hold office or bring in 
legi,lation of any sort. I do not object to some 
measures of the Government as other hon. 
members do, but I say they have no right to go 
on with any legislation until they know that 
they have the country behind them, and •w one 
of the members of this Chamher, I feel degraded 
at being twitted in the streets time after time 
with the statement that there is no fear of 
members on either side putting the Govern
ment out of oilice, as they want to stick to their 
£300 a year. I think it is only right and just 
at the present juncture that we should go to 
the country as soon as possible, and I therefore 
object to the motion. 

Mr. STEW ART : I certainly agree with those 
members who claim that the Government ought 
to go to the c•mntry before. taking any busine~s. 
vVe have a most extraordinary position politi
cally speaking. Three years ago Sir Hugh 
Nelwn appeared before the country as the leader 
of the Conservative party, and was returned 
with a very large majority. Subsequently he 
left this Chamber and went to another place, 
transferring his authority to a successor. Now, 
that successor has unfortunately passed away, 
but the continuous Ministry still goes on, the 
authority havingheenbandeddown to the hon.gen
tleman who now occupies the position of Premier. 
There might have been some excuse in the case 
of the late Mr. Byrnes. At the last general 
election and before it he was a member of the 
Nelson Government, he was associated with the 
Comervative pJ-rty, but the hon. gentleman now 
at the head of the Government stood, not as a 
follower of Sir Hugh Nelson, but ::ts an opponent 
of Sir Hugh Nelson. If I remember rightly, I 
read that npon one occasi0n the hon. gentleman 
saiil, in answer to a question somewhere in his 
electorate, that ii the electors of Bulimba 
thought he claimed their snffrages as a supporter 
of the Ministry be would rather go without their 
votes. Afterwards, however, he was taken into 
the Ministry by Sir Rugh Nelson. There was 
no occasion to consult the electors when the hon. 
gentleman was merely being dealt with in an 
inferior capacity, but seeing that the hon. 
gemleman has attained to the supreme office 
in the State, and is the virtual rnler of the 
colony, he ought to appeal to the constituencies 
and find out whether they are in favour of bim 
continuing in that capacity. With regard to the 
particular motion betore the Chamber, I would 
rather congratulate the Government because it is 
a measure which is urgently necessary, and one 
that will be of very great benefit to the penple. 
Some mention has been made of the action of 
Mr. Byrnes, bnt it seems to me-judging by the 
action of the present Government in regard to 
this particul~tr matter-that the Government of 
Mr. Dickson i~ going to be more progressive than 
the Government of Mr. Byrnes. Whilst I believe 
that a measure of this kind is urgently needed 
and would be of very great benefit., I think that 
the Premier before going on with any legislation 
should dissolve the Houee and appeal to the 
electors for their mand::tte. 

Mr. BATTERSBY: I have only been in the 
House a few minutes, but I think the best thing 
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hon. members on the other side can do is to hold 
theie tongues and let us go to a division and see 
whether the hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Government should diss•>lvc the House or not. 
I say thaL as far as the in>r•ection of slaughter· 
houseo;;.; and the E-laughter of meat is conc·erned, 
the sooner the Bill i' passed the better. The be't 
thing we can do is to ;,;:o to a divi:;ion bef(1re 
tea, :tnd let u" get on with the business of the 
House. 

Question put; a11d the House divided:
An:s, 41. 

:l\Iessrs. Dick!5·m. Foxton. Philp, Clwtawa~', Dalrymple, 
}furray, Annf'.tr, Fraser, Hamilton, Tor,th. Lord, .:\loore, 
Castlmg. Briclgr'"~• ~im, Keogh, Petrie. Ba-rtholome,Y, 
VV. Thorn, ~e~vell, Cm·tielJ, Stumm. Bnttersby. :Story, 
D1·ake, :J.1cGahan, Ji'ogarty, Boles. Curtis, Groom. Leahy, 
Jenkinson, Eell, Collins, Cribb, CalltJll, :Mc.J.Iaster, 
TlJOma-s, Grimes, Armstrong, and O'Connell. 

NoEs, 16. 
Mt-ssrs. Glassey, Fitzgerald, Dun:-.ford, ::\IcDonald, 

Hoolan, Kcrr, King. turley, Dawson, :JfcDonnell, Kidston, 
Daniels, Jackson, Ilard~1cre, .llaughan, and :stewart. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

PASTORAL LEASES EXTEI\SION ACT 
Ai\'LEND.YlEKT BILL .. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
rnoved-

Thttt tb,, House will, at its next 8itting, resolve itself 
into a Committee of' the \\~hole to con~ider of the 
desil'ableness of iutrodndnp.:a B1ll to amend the l 1astoral 
Leases Extent'ion ~tcts, 1892 to 1897. 

Mr. FITZGERAL D: The Secretary for Lands 
will not say tbn,t a question like this is something 
old. It appeaes ~omething altogether Hew, I 
come fwru a district where the I'astor"l Leases 
:Extension Act is in operation, anr! ever since the 
last Act w";; passed in 1895, every bona fide seLtler 
has been ehe~; ing the cud. ::leting tbat the 
motion has been called "not formal," the Secre 
taey for Lands should bave given us some 
explanation as to wh,n it reaily mean~. The 
Act passed in 1895 brought in a very dangerous 
principle-that was, it granted an extension of 
lease for erecting r.tbbit-proof fpncing. I do not 
know wbethee this Bill may not do the same 
thin.tr, (1nly extending the areas. 

The i:lECRETAilY FOR PUBL!C LANDS : Hadn't 
you better defer yuur remarks until you see the 
Bill? 

:M:r. FITZGERALD : It is ail very fine to 
ask me to postp•.ne my remarks until 1 see the 
Bill, but the hon. gentleman must remember that 
the motin1 ha; been called "not formal," and 
that the House naturally exp• cted some argu· 
ment from tbe hrm. gentlem:tn, but instead of 
tbat he simply moYed the motion. I do not like 
to •ay that the hnn. gentleman was disconrte•ms. 

'!.'he SECRETARY l!'OH PUBLIC LANDS: Jt is 
generally considered di,courteuus to call "not 
formal" to a motion of this s· •r~. 

Me. FITZGEHALD: I do not know whether 
that is so or not., bnt my little experience in this 
Hnnse teaches 1ne that when an hon. member 
calls "not formal," i<; i~ because he desirts 8ome 
argument, ami that if therP is any di•courtesy it 
is on the part of the l'l'[inister in charge of the 
motion wh•m lw simply gets Llp "nd mmes what 
we :tll see in black and white. How many times 
laot year did the leader of the Government call 
"not formal" to private n1embers' business? 
Wh:.t did that mean? 

The SECRETAHY FOil PUBLIC LANDS: NevE'r 
to a Bilt like thi•. (ltwte an instance. 

Mr. :B'ITZGERALD: vVe do not know what 
this Bill i•, 

The SECHETAHY FOH PUBLIC LA~DS : Quote 
me an in~tance. 

The SPJ!;AKI£H: Order l 
Mr. l<'ITZGERALD : I cannot quote an 

instance', because I do not know what the Bill is. 
There is no Bill Lefore us-only a motion to 
introduce a certain Bill. I do not say that the 

hon. gentleman has done it personally, but 
h .. n. gentlemen on the Treasury bencb have 
frequently called "not formal" to private mem· 
hers' bn·iness. 

The SECHETARY EOR PUBLIC LANDS: Well, 
qu(~te a c}1se. 

:M:r. :B'ITZGEHALD: Well, Sir Hngh Nelson 
las~ se;,ion time after time called "not formal," 
and almost the last occasion on w hicb the Hon, 
T. ,J. ByruAs was in the Houee he called "Not 
formal" to the motion appeari11g on the paper in 
thfl name of the hon. meml•er for Port Curtis. 
I believe there are two motions on the paper now 
whicC! were treated in that way. 

The SJ<CRETAHY l!'OR PUBLIC LANDS : A Bill! 
Mr. JTITZUE.RALD: A motion. < 
The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : That is 

a different thing altogether. 
Mr. l<'ITZGJ<;RALD : The motion proposing 

to repeal tbe. La1ld Grant Rail w11ys Act was an 
instance. The hnn. g-entlPman asks if the motion 
of the hon. member f•>r Pmt Cu et is deals with a 
Bill. No, it does not; bnt this is nut a Bill 
either. There is no Bill before the Honse. It is 
simply a mot.iun for leave to bring in a Bill, so 
that I do not see any difference between it 
and the motion nf the hon. menrber for Port 
Curtis. Th<ey are both motions at the pre,ent 
tiwe. 11inioters uught to be the most conrteous 
people in the HousP, because tbey are suppm;ed 
to have learned in the "chuol of expedence how 
to treat other people with courtesy ; aHd, "hen 
hon. gentlemen on the front Treasury bench 
call "not formal " to motions, surely to goodness 
the Secretary for Laurls will not say th"t "'hen 
other hnn. members do the same thing they are 
acting discourteously? 

The SECRETARY l!;OR PUBLIC LANDS: Yes; in 
preventing the Bill being brought in. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: When a member calls 
" not foemal" it means that be is not going to 
let the matter pass as formal and that informa
tion is wanted. The J\linistt·r has brought 
forward a motion to go into committee at a 
future date to consider the desirableness of inteo
ducing a Bill, and I fail to re cognise any dis
courtesy in caliing the motion "not formal." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It is 
generally so interpretEd. 

Mr. J<'lTZGE.RALD: Then the next time 
"not formal" i~ c,dltd from the GovernmFnt 
bench I sball remind the hon. gentleman of the 
fact. I should not take it as " piece of dis· 
courtesy if anyone called " not formal" to any 
businese I was introducing. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR PUBLIC LANDS : It 
would be discourtesy on the introduction of 
a B1ll. 

Mr. FITZGEHALD: The S,cretary for 
Lo,nds has not responded to what W:lS practically 
an invitation to give information. The hnn. 
gentleman has not told us what is in the Bill, 
and, of course, I cannot argue on a Bill the 
contents of which I do not know. A very 
imuortant mea&ure of a >imilar n::tture was 
pa~sed thmugh the House at the tail end of the 
se,sion of 18D5, and the contents of that measure 
will be remembered against supporters of the 
Gov<-rmnent for years to come. As a matter of 
fact I may tell the Mini>ter that in my district 
he need never exf'ect to get any pers"n returned 
to Parliament supporting the same principles 
as the Government who pa~sed tbat measure. 
It is the biggest possible curse to selectors, and 
under it the very finest lands have been locked 
up for a further term of seven yeBrs. If theee is 
going to be an extension of the Pastoral Leases 
Act of ] 895, or an extensic.n of the area over tbe 
eastern side of t.he Thompson, then it W>Il be a 
very grave matter indeed. If I had an idea, 
even at this preliminary stage, tbat anything of 
that sort was intended I would move that the 
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consideration of this motion stand an Order of 
the Day for this day six months. There certainly 
wa• no discourtesy intended in calling "not 
formal" tn the motion. 

The SPEAKElt : I think that is the fifth 
time the hon. member has made a similar state
ment, anrl l must ask him not to continue 
repeating himself. 

Mr. J<TrZGERALD: If I have repeated 
myself it was only because the hon. gentleman 
turned his back, and engaged in conversaLiun 
with his supporters 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I listened 
to you "aying it thrPe time", 

Mr. FlTZGERALD: If the hem. gentleman 
had been listening to me it would not.have be<".n 
necFssary to repeat the same idea five times. l\Iy 
objection to this motion is that we do not know 
what the Bill means. I should be the last to 
object to anything fair and square towards the 
old pastoral tenants. I do not believe in repudia
tion, and 1 am sure no member of this side does. 
The Government have at times made contracts 
which really are not fair to the people, but when 
those con•racts have been made fairly, although 
we might regret them, we do not wish to 
repudiate them. In referen0e to these !Jastoral 
contracts we do not know what effect they may 
have in future. · 

The SP .l£AKER: The h<ll1. member has no 
right to assume ;vhat may or may not be in the 
B1ll, and huil•] up an argument upon that. 

Mr. KE ltR: Tbe hon. member for Mitchell 
has asked for information, and as I, too, reprc~ 
sent a pa<toral di;.tt-ict, I bhould be glad to have 
thP Bill explaimd. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I will 
explain it at the !Jroper time. 

Mr. KERR: lf there is any idea of extending 
the boundaries or the term of the leases I should 
be very much opposed to it. There is a great 
feeling of dissatisfaction in the country over this 
matter, and it is the duty of those who represent 
the dissatisfied persons to watch legislation on 
this subject very closely. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It is 
neither an extension of boundary uor an exten
sion of the term of lease. 

Mr. HARDAORE: If this measure dealt 
with an exteHbion of boundary of the leases we 
should consid-r it our duty to strongly oppose it, 
but of cour•e if there are only to be amendments 
in minor directioUR there will be no objection, 
We shall see the Biil to-murrow, and when we 
get it in committee the Minister will no doubt 
give Ud the fullest information. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Of course 
he will. 

Mr. HARDAORJ<J: Seeing that we have an 
assurance that there will not be any attempt to 
extend the boundaries, we m'ght a" well let the 
matter go now; but with regard to the general 
position of the busineHs, I agree with what has 
been said, that it is not right or proper in the 
present state of p~trties that the Government 
should go on with business. I do not intend to in
dulge in any oh.;tructi ve tactics in the Rort of guer
rilla fashion such as has been attempted this after
noon, b<:cause if there is to be an attempt to force 
a disoolution of Parliament it ought to be done 
in a properly organised manner. 1t iR, to a great 
extent, unconstitutional for the Government to 
at emp' to go on with business now. \Ve have lost 
the !Jrinci[Jle of responsible government, because 
the Government are not responsible to the 
people or even to Parli·tment, but only to a 
caucus of their own s:de. The Government 
have degenerated into a sort of Spani•h Jm;ta, 
which is a mo•t disabtrous state of things, and 
I for one shonld very much like to see them go 
to the country and obtain a fresh mandate from 
the people. I do not intend to say u.ny mor·e 

upon that subject now, because we shall perhaps 
have an opportunity to express our opinions on a 
more distinct and definite resolution. 

Mr. JliicDONALD: I quite u.gree that this is 
a very important Bill, and am sure that the 
Secretary for L"nds would not have moved this 
motion if he had not thought so, but I titill con
teihl that he should nnt have moved it at this 
stage. I understand that overtures were made 
to the Government to atljourn until to-morrow, 
and the least they could have dolle \\ould have 
been to agree to such a request after the im
portant statement made by the Prtmier con
cerning the po,ition of affairs, in order tha~ a 
motion of some sort could be made dealing 
with it. Until thh; afternoon we really did 
not know how things were going to be dealt 
with, and the ordinary practice has been for 
the Government to ask fur an adjournment 
so that somebody else might be ahle to have a 
say. At present we think the Government have 
not the confidence of the country, or the confi
dence of this House either ; and because we 
think that, we say that the Government shou)d 
nut proceed with any further legislation until 
such a tim8 as they have a mandate from the 
country. However, the Government have 
decided not to go to the country, and the 
Pnmier has come down in a high-handed 
nmnnerandhasrefusPd Aven an adjournment until 
to~n1orrow, and, under such circnrn~tances, we 
are justified in taking U!J the position we hu.ve 
this afternoon. I am sure that no hon. me<nber 
has any objection to any of these Bill~. 
Uuder ordinMy circumstances I do n•Jt think 1t 
is u. good thing· to obj,·ct to the introduction of a 
Bill; but circumstances have compell•d us to 
take that course this afternoon. I object to 
any business being undertaken until a direct 
vote has been taken regarding the position of the 
Government. As the l'remier is not in his place 
I should like the Treasurer to give us some 
assurance that he will not proceed further with 
these Bills, but wiil give us an opportunity of 
dealing with the position of public aff";ird 
to-morrow. That is only a reasonable que,tiOn 
to ask and I should like to have a reply. There 
are ce~tain things that should be gone on with, 
and in the firRt place the Hou;e should be asked 
to grant Supply until, say, January, and t~en the 
Government can go to the country m the 
meantime. I understand that it was tbe custom 
in this House when a Bill was introduced upon a 
motion like this, that the mover should give 
some explanation. 

The SPEAKEll: The hon. member's argu
ment would be in order if he had got to that 
stage, but we have not arrived at that yet. 

::\11'. McDO~ALD: I only wanted to show 
what was the practice, even in asking leave to 
introduce a Bill. 

The SPEAKER: 13ut we have not reached 
that stage. The motion asks leave to go into 
committee on a certain day. 

Mr. McDONALD: I want to show a 
reason why we should not go into committee. I 
do not think it would be a good thing to 
go into committee either to.morrow or any 
other day, and it is a direct insult to the 
House to ask it to do so. I hope the House 
will never reoolve itself into a committee to con
sider this B1ll under the pre<ent circumstances. 
I think it would not be desirable in the interests 
of the country. The Government ought not to 
ask us to go into committee to-morrow, when 
they know the present uncertain state of 
politics, especially on their own side of the 
House. Tne people ought to have some say as 
to whether we should go into committee to con
sider the desirableness of introducing this Bill, 
and until they have a voice in the matter it 
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ought to be deferrei ; but seeing that you are 
determined to favour the other side I shall 
resume my seat. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! I call upon 
the hon. member to withdraw that remark im
med•atelv. 

Mr. MoDoNALD: I will not. It is after 6 
o'clock now, and ye~u have deliberately done it. 

The SPEAKEg: W1ll the hon member with
draw~ 

Mr. MoDoNALD : No. 

SUSPENSION OF MJ<J:VIBERS. 
The SPEAKER: Then I have no course open 

to me but to name the hon. member. I there
fore name the hon. member for :B'linders, Mr. 
McDonald, to the House for insulting and dis
regarding the authority of the Chair. 

An HoNOuRABLE MEMBER : It was four 
minutes past 6 o'clock. 

Mr. HOOLAN : Then you can name another, 
for I think your conduct is most unfair. It is 
p.1st 6 o'ciock. Name rne, too. 

Mr. DAwsos: It's five minutes ptst 6 o'clock. 
}fr. HoOLAK: It is open and palpable partisan

ship. 
Mr. McDoNALD: It was four minutes past 6 

o'clock when I made the statement. 
The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. McDONALD : He refused to look at the 

clock. 
Tne PREMIER : .!'<fr. Speaker,-The hon. 

member having subjected himself to your c<n· 
sure, I move tbat the hon. memlJer for :B'linders, 
1fr. McDonald, be suspended from the set·vice 
of the Houso fur one week. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: 'llr. Speaker-
The SPEAKER: Order ! This motion n,ust 

be put without debate. 
Mr. DUNSFOkD: Mr. Speaker-
The SPEAKER: Order, order ! 
Question put; and the House divided:-

AYES, 23. 
Messrs. Dickson, Chataway, Foxton, Philp, Dalrymple, 

.l1urmy, .A.nnear, '!'oath, Hamilton, Collins, Lord, Cribb, 
Bridges. ~tephenson, Armstrong. Corfield, l[oore, .Bell, 
Story, Gr1mes, Thomas, Callan, and G. Thorn. 

:'i"m:s, 18. 
Messrs. Dawson, .Fitzgerald, Keogh, Glassey, lloolan, 

Dnnsford, :JicDo_uald, Kerr, Sim, Ourtis, Boles, King, 
Batter:-.by, Jeukrnson, )lcDounell, Hardacre~ ..Maughan, 
and Tnrley. 

Re.qolved in the affirmative. 
The SPEAKER : I now call upon the hon. 

member for Flinders, Mr. McDonald, to leave 
the House. 

lvir. McDoXALll: I won't go. You will have 
to carry me out. 

'l'he SPEAKER thereupon instructed the 
Sergeant-at-Arms to remove the hon. member. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms, with the assistance of 
the Chief Me'lsenger, proceeded to carry out 
this instruction; but their endeavours were 
resisted physically by the hon. member, who 
was aided in his resistance by the hon. member 
for Burke, Mr. Hoolan, the latter saying, "If 
it is to be an ejection, let it be in proper form." 
Several members interposed, apparently with 
the view of restoring order. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! I call upon 
the hon. men.l.Jer for Burke to desist from his 
umeemly cunduct. 

Mr. HOOLAN: You can call away as much 
as you like. I will not desist at the bidding of 
a nigger-driver like you. 

Mr. DA WSON : It was four minutes past n 
and you never adjo"rned for tea. 

Mr. S£M: It is ten minutes past 6 now. 
Mr. KEOGH: Dissolve the House! 
The SPEAKER : Order ! Will the hon. 

member for Burke desist--
Mr. HOOLAN: Never! 

The SPEAKER : And let the officers of the 
House c],, their duty? 

Mr. HARDACRE: I move that this House 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. KEOGH: Mr. Speaker,~! would like to 
throw oil on the troubled waters. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. HAl{DACJ:l,E : I think in the present 

stale of the House--
The SPEAKEl{: Order, order! 
Mr. Me DON ALD : Out of mspect to the 

messengers I will go out, but not to you Mr. 
Speaker. 

The hon. member then left the Chamber. 
The SPEAKER: I must ask the hon. niember 

for Burke to withdraw his insulting remarks to 
the Chair. 

Mr. HOOLAN: I won't! 
Tbe SPEAKER: 'Then I have but one cour~e, 

and that is to name the hon. member for Burke, 
Mr. Hoolan, for insulting language to the Chair 
and for di"regarding the authority of the Chair. 

The PRE~llElt : It is with great regret~ 
Mr. Fn•ZGERALD: You have no regret. 
An HoNOURABLE ME;tiBER : Bo"h ! 
Mr. DAWSON: Bettee be honest! 
The PREMiER : It is my duty to move a 

resolution to support your authority and main
tain the respect dne to the Chair. :My 
motion is tbat the hem. member be suspended 
from the service of the House for one week. 

Question put; and the House didded :
In the division, 
Mr. DAWSON: Everybody else has moved 

twenty-four hours, and you know it. 
Mr. DuNSFORD: You waited till some of our 

men went to tea and then took advantage of 
their absence. 

Mr. DAWSON: It was nearly five minutes past 
6 ; the Minister for Mines pointed to the clock 
and the Speaker wouldn't adjourn for tea. 

Mr. SrM: 
Oh: for the touch of a vaui•hed hand, 
The sound of a voice that is still: 

Mr. BA'fTJmSBY: I hope it will be taken into 
coneideration that what has been done was done 
in a fit of temper. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon. 
member remain silent? 

AYES, 23. 
Messrs. Dickson, Cllataway, Foxton, Philp, JUu1·rayJ 

Dalrymple, G. Thorn, Grimes, Thomas, Callan, Story, 
Bell. l\loore, Corfield, Stephenson, Bridges, Lord, Tooth, 
Collins, Hamilton, A.nnear, Cribb, and Armstrong. 

NUE,, !8. 
Messrs. Dawson, Fitzgerald, Keogh, Glaf::sey, Hoolan, 

::\icDonnell, Dnnsford, Kerr, L~ahy, King, Turley, Sim, 
Jenkinson, Batters by, Hardacre, Maughan, Bolt:s, and 
Curtis. 

Resolved in the :tffirmative. 
'l'he SPEAKER: I now ask the hon. member 

for Burke to leave the Chamber. 
Mr. HOOLAN thereupon proceeded to the table, 

and, filling a glass with water, said, "Here's 
luck all round." The hon. member then left the 
Chamber, raismg his coat-tails as he retired. 

At twPnty-one minutes past 6 o'clock, 
The SPEAKER eaid : l shall resnm~> the chair 

at a quarter-past 7 o'clock. 
At a quart~r past 7 o'clock, 
The i:'PEAKER was proceeding to put the 

question, when 
Mr. TUHLEY said: Mr. Speaker,-Jnst on 

the stroke of 6 o'clock, my friend, .Mr. Dawson, 
and myHe!f walked through the door on the left 
side of the chair. I said to JYir. Dawson, "There 
is no necessity fot· us going in." I stood outside 
the bar and watched the clock, and it went on 
minute after minute----

The SPEAKEJ:l,: Order, order! I ask the 
hon. member to confine his remarks to the ques· 
tion before the House. 
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Mr. DUNSFORD : There is another question 
before the House-two constituencies have been 
diefranchiRed. 

Mr. TURLEY: I want to lay before the 
House what is the position now. A friend of mine 
-the hon. member for Flinders-made certain 
statements in this House which I endorse
emJ,hatically endorse. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I must ask the 
hon. member to confine his remarks to the ques
tirm before the House. I sincerely trust that he 
will debate this matter in an orderly manner. 
For the information of the House- I should have 
said it heforA bad Mr. McDonald, the hon. 
member fur :Flinder8, withdrawn the accusation 
he made-I may say that I hll.ve on more than 
one :->cca::-ion--

MElllBERS of the Labour party: Never! 
The SPEAKER: On more than one occasion 

I have allowed hon. members to proceed, 
believing that they would finish their speeches 
before five minutes past 6 o'clock. 

Mr. DAWSON: I have been here six years, and 
have never seen it. 

Mr. DuNs~·onn: Never heard it before. 
The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. DUNSFORD: Two constituencies have 

been di•franchised. 
The SPI~AKER: Order! I have also on more 

than or,e occasion, when hon. members have 
risen to speak at five minutes to 6 o'clock, rather 
than that their speeches should be interrupted by 
the tea hour, left the chair-in both eases for 
their convenience. I should have made this 
statement before if the hon. member for Flinders 
had withdrawn his charge against the Chair, but 
as he refused, it was impossible for me to make 
any explanation of my action. J\fy sole ubject 
was to enable the hon. member to conclude his 
remarks before tea. I trust that hon. members 
will now confine their remarks to the question 
before the House. 

Mr. TURLEY: I have been a member of this 
Hom'e for mme years, and have very little 
recollection that what you now state are fact". 
I ha \'e been stopped a number of times almost in 
the miudle of a sentence when the time :trri ved 
for adjourning-, and I recog-nised that it was in 
accordar.ce with the Standing Orders. I m·tde 
it my dut.y to find out the exact words used by 
the hon. member for :Flinders, and I s:>y now 
that there was no charge but what was absolutely 
true contained in his remarks. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! Am I to 
understand that the hon. member upholds the 
r on. member for FlinderB in the statement he 
made when he acct1sed the Chair of gross 
partiality? 

Mr. TURLEY: Yes, I absolntely endorse 
every word the hon. member for F!inders said on 
the floor of this Chamber. 

The SPEAKER: Then I have no other 
course open to mP. than to name t 11e hon. m em her 
for South Brisb<ne, Mr. Turley, for insulting 
language towards the Chair. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I must crave the indulgence 
of the House--

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. GLASSJ<~Y: By permission of the House 

I desire to "ay a few W••rds. 
The PREM[ER: I trust this disorderly 

conduct will nnt. be peroisted in. 
Mr. GLASSEY: Will you allow me to make 

a few observations? 
The SP J<:AKER : Order! 
The PREMIER : I will draw a distinction 

between the offence committed by the hon. 
memher tor South Brisbane, Mr. Turley, and 
the offences of previous speakers, because I think 
the hon. member has addressed you, Sir, in a 
moment of temporary passion. I move that the 

hon. n1ember for South Brisbane, ::Yfr. Turley, be 
snspended from the service of this House for 
t\v£-ntv-four hours. 

Mr.' TURLEY: \Vhy don't you make it seven 
days? 

Question put; and the House divided:
AYEs, 3~. 

l\Iessrs. Di<'kson, Fox ton, Ohata.w~;.y, Philp, Dalyrmple, 
J.\Inrrav, Corfield, ~mith, G. 'fhorn, Crimes, Thomas, 
::\fc1fa~ter, Callan, Collins. Leaby, Story, Bell, Stmnw, 
McG:than, Castling, Petrie, :Moorc, BatteJ:'~by, :'\ewell, 
BartholOmew, Armstrong, Bridge~. Stof1art, Cribb, 
Stephenson, Lord, Hamilton, rrooth, and Anncar. 

XoEs, 24. 
.Jie8:srs. Glassey, 1faughan, Keo,<h, Fitzgerald, Kerr, 

Stewart, Jlardacrc, Dnnsford, .VIcDonneli. Dawson, 
King, Sim, Turley, ,Jcn1nnson, Curti~. Boles, Drake, 
Groom, ,Y. Thorn, :Fvgarty, Dibley, Jacks.un, Daniels, 
and Kidston. 

Question resoh·rd in the affirmative. 
'l'he SPEAKER: I now call upon the hon. 

member for South Bdsbane, Mr. Turley, to 
leave the Chamber. 

Th" hon. member thereupJn retired from the 
Chamber. 

:\Ir. GLASSEY: I avail mvself of this 
opportunity to say. a few words on the question 
before the House. 

Mr. DAwsox: You are not going to apologise, 
are you? 

Mr. GLASSEY: I am not going to apologise 
to the Government. The Government, I pre
surrJe, are strong enough and vigorou$ en0ugh, 
and, hy all appeHrancee, ddermined enough to do 
a lot of things, and I hope this difficulty may 
end at the e rliest possible moment. Might l 
be permitted, in speaking to thi~ question bffore 
the Hou,ce, to ask the head of the Government 
whether he does not think that something might 
be done to end this matter? I should respect
fully •uggest that the Hnuse wants a<Jjourning, 
and in the meantin1e I hope the ho~. gent}.- man 
will :tlter the motion which he moved "ome little 
time ago. I think the mntwn wae rather ha'"h 
in its terms, but I make no apology and hope 
that hrm. members will p.•rdr•n n.•e f<>r a fe<v 
moments if I digress. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member io not in 
nrder in characterising a rnotion pat-sed by this 
House as har8h. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I hope the hem. member at 
the head of the Govormnent will reconsider the 
p<>sition, and will at any rate reduce the term of 
one week, for which some of our friends upon 
this side have he8n susJ:ended, to twenty-four 
hours. I am sorry that it is a single hour. I 
hope also that the hon. gentlemu,n will agree 
to the suggestion that this House should 
adjourn, and that the decisions come to in 
regard to the s:wen days' snspension will be 
reviewed, in order that things may go on 
in :1 m<•re amicable manner than they are 
likely to do now. I feel sure that to-morrow we 
shall be much cooler, in :>better frame of mind, 
more temperate, and more fit to do tbP. busines3 
we may be caller! U]'On to do. I m•ke these 
observatinns "ithout attempting to humiliate 
either my friends or myself, and I trust that if 
the Premier does not see fit to accede to my 
request it will not be hecnnse he thinks he will 
be humiliating himself, or lowering his dignity, 
or infl;ct.ing an injury upon his character. I 
have no desire to humiliate nnyo1w, but offer 
the sngg"f'stion for what it may be worth, hoping 
that it will be met in the epirit of conciii~l ion in 
which it. is lllllde. 

The PREMIER: No one more tlwroughly 
deplores th m I do the sp2ctacle which has been 
witne··std this evming, and the episode which 
has been unfortunately intrcHluced, I do not 
know under whott circumc.tances. and which 
really c,,uJd nol be autieipated. vVben we met 
this afternoon there was a opirit of obstructio!J-



6';'0 Suspension of Members. [ASSEMBLY.] Suspension qf Membrws. 

I can hardly accuse the leader of the Opposition 
of having instructed his follower• to carry it on 
-distinctly displayed to the progress of an 
ordinary amonnt of business, which I consider 
qui•e unwarrantable. I was therefore com
pelled, out of the respect due to the Chair, 
to move these sentences which have been 
recorded, and which at the present time I 
decline to revi~w. 

i\lE:IJBER::l on the Governn~ent side: Hear, 
hear! 

The PREMIER: I shaH not review tho"e 
sentences, but if th·.re be any regret expres-ed 
"by these gentlemPn who have committed such 
unwarrantable breHches of the Staniing Orders-

ME:IIBERS of the Labom party: No, no; likely 
not. 

The Pi'mMIER: I shall be prepared, as leader 
of the House, to give evety reasonable and lenient 
con,ideration to such representations. If I erred 
in the first instance-and it i> possible that I did, 
although I do not admit it, because I really was 
not present when the hon. member made use of 
the expressions, which I belie\·e were offensive 
to you, Sir--

MEMBERS of the Labour party : What were 
thev ~ What are they? 

Mr. DAWSON: Yon don't know anything at 
all about it. 

ThP. PRE:VIJER: I was summoned from a con
ference in the Ministers' room, and came upon a 
scene of confusion, and was informed that worrls 
hlld been used which I understood were exceed
ingly offensive to the Chair. I may srry that it is 
quite poo,dble that in the sentences I asked to be 
recorded I may not have fully considered the 
whole of the circumstances, uut I do not aimit 
that they were too severe, bec,luse, after all, it 
only means absence from the sitti ngs on to
morrow and Tuesday. \Ve are all ab,ent from 
the House on the intervening days, and there
fore the sentence of seven day,;' sus]Jension is a 
mere nominal one, so to spe tk. I d0 not think 
the senter.ce passed upon the hon. member who 
has so severely exerci,ed the patience of the 
Chamber this afternoon, an·! prevented the 
Government from going on with work at 
a time when every moment and every hour 
is of considerable importance, was unusually 
severe. Ani with regard to Mr. Hoolan, I ma.y 
say that I have nP.ver during my twenty·fi;e 
years' exr:erien0e in Parliam<:>nt witnes,ed such a 
disreputable scene-not only in regard to the 
langnage u~ed to you, Sir, but in regard to 
insubordination to the officers of the House. 
If such things were tolerated this House would 
become a regular bear garden. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

The PREYIIJi]R : It would be dishonourable 
to those wit.h whom he is assocbted, dishonO'll'
abl~ to this side of the Hou,e, and discreditable 
to me-as Premier-if I tolerated or allowed 
such disgraceful procedure to take place. It 
would show that l was unfit for the high po<ition 
to '.Vhich I have been called, and therefore I 
distinc· ly decline to review the sentence.; which 
have been pronounced. 

lVIE:>IBEHS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

The PREMIER: I regret that there should 
be a feeling amongst hon. members op!Josite nnt 
to proceed wit-h bnsinesg at the present time. I 
do not ask the House to proc 0

c ed to any un
reasonable extent, but I must vind'cate my 
authority, and we must do some business. After 
we have done that, if hon. members will allow 
it, we will gladly adjourn the House in the hope 
that by to-morrow, in cooler momfnts, we w;l! 
be able to go on with business. I also hope that 
those hon. members who have been more severely 

punished will show their sense of re~ponsibility 
to the country as representatives in Parliamont. 
They have forgotten the dignity of the position 
they hold, anr\ are only di-credtting the:uselvee, 
and dish•mouring the constituenciPs they repre
sent. It is onlv dne to me that I should 
vindicate the credit and the honour of Parlia
ment, which has been sa·Jiy trampled upon by 
the dishonourable proceedings which have taken 
place this afternoon-p•·oce•·dings whic:t were 
never b"fore witnessed by the older member' of 
the Houee, and which I fed s'rongly impelled 
to denounce a" disc•·edit,ble, ami m regard to 
which it wa' my duty to invoke the powers 
vest.ed in me tn reprts,, I am quite wrllmg to 
accept the olive brdnch if it is held out, and if we 
do r.msonahle busines; I am willing to adjourn 
until to-morrow, wh 'n we can cun,id'r the 
sentences which have been passed upon these 
men; but I eh all make no condition ,,f adj•mrn
ing the Hnu% or reviewing tho>e sentences now. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: You will not do any busi
ness. 

The PREMIER: I shall not be moved by 
threats. \Ve sh"'ll endeavour to do business, 
and I appeal to the le.:tder of the Opposition to 
assist me in maintaining the digmty of the 
Chamber, which he may hereafter bave to main
tain. I should be sorry if I all ,wed a discredit
able Parliament to descend to my successor in 
office through a want ,,f firnme,,s and determina
tion to prevent it. I hold the reins of adminis
tration, and I therefore s.y in reply to the hon. 
member, with emphaqis, though nut in an 
aggressive tone, that it is my firm determination 
to proceed with some busine's to-night. After 
that we shall adjourn the House, and to-morrow, 
in, I hope, a cc>Oler frame of mind, we may 
arrive at a more conciliatory attitude than exis•s 
now, I am sure hon. memlwr• upon this •ide 
will approve of the position 1 have taken np. 

ME>JBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. DA WSON : It was rather instructive to 
hearthe hon. gentleman telling the Huuse that 
he was not fit to lead the Government, for that 
is pract,icallv what he said. If we needed any 
evidence o(his unfitness we have it in the way 
he b~haved himself th's afteruo,m. The hon. 
gentleman said by way of confe,sion that he was 
not aware of any offence committed by the hon. 
member for Fiinders. 

'fhe PREMIER: Not at all. 
Mr. DA WSON: The hon. gentleman came 

here absolutely ignorant uf what had transpired; 
he was challeneed to say in what way the hon. 
member for Flinders had offended, but he did 
not know. I chalL·nge the hon. gentleman 
now to repeat one off en si ve thing the hun. 
member for lflinders made use of. The hon. 
gentleman is entirely ignorant of the matter, and 
yet he comes along as le9.der of thA House, and 
moves a sentence of seven days on the hon. 
member for Flinders. 

The SPl~AKEH: Order! The hon. member 
is ont of order, and I mus; a'k him to confine 
himijelf to the question before the House. 

Mr. DAWSON: Yes? 
The SPEAKEU: I admit that the Premier 

digressed from the question before the House, 
but in doing S'l he wa, an,wering the leader of 
the O]'position, who asked the permbsion of the 
House to refer to the m<1tter he discussed. 

Mr. DA wsoN : He did not. 
The FlPEAKJ;JR: Order! I distinctly under

stood the leader of the Opposition to ask per
mission to refer to the snbjec•, and the Premier 
replied to his remarks. 

Mr. DAWSON: He did nothing of the sort, 
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The SPEAKER : Order ! 
hon. member not to further 
lines, but to confine himself 
before t>1e Hou"e. 

I must ask the 
persist on those 
to the que~tion 

Mr. DA WSON: I have simply got this to say 
about the m~ttPr, that I point blank refuse to 
sit down undt r the persistent snubbing that we 
receive from yon, Mr. SpeakPr. 

The tiP -"AKER: Order! I mnst ask the 
hon. member to withdraw those words. 

Mr. DAWSON: I will nnt withdraw them. 
The SPEAKER: If the hnn. member refuses 

to withdraw them, I have no other cour,e lefG to 
me, painful as it is, but to name the hon. mem
ber for Charters Towers, l\Ir. Dawson, to the 
House for grossly disorderly conduct in dis
regarding the authority of the Chair. 

Mr. DAWSON: You a•e the most disorderly 
member of the House yourself. 

The PREMIER: I move that the hon. member 
for Charters Tower.<, Mr. Dawson, be suspended 
frt•m the service of the House for twenty-four 
hours. 

Question put; and the House divided :
AYEs, 34. 

Messrs. Dickson, Chataway, Foxton. Philp, Dalrymp1e, 
Murray, Collin~. J,issnp,r, G. Thorn, Grimes, Thomas, 
).fc:\:Iaster, Oallan, I .. eahy, Story, Bell, Stephenson, 
:M.cGahan, Cas ling, Petrie1 Moore, BridAes, ~ewell, 
llartbolomew, ~tod:n·t, Cribb, Corfield, Lord, Smith, 
Hamilton, Tooth, Stumm, Armstr· ng, and Annear. 

Nm;s, 24. 
11essrs. GlassPy, Keogh, Manghan. Kerr, Dunsford, 

Sim, Fitzgerald, Dawson, King, Boles, Jenkinson, Curtis, 
Batte1·shy, Drake, Groom, "\i\', Tborn, Fogarty, Dibley, 
Jacksnn, Daniels, Stewart, Kidston, Hurdacre, and 
1\lcDonuell. 

Hesolverl. in the affirmative. 
The SPEAKER: I now call upon the hon. 

member for Charters Towers, Mr. Dnwson, to 
withdraw from the Chamber. 

The hon. member thPreupon left the Chamber. 
Original queBtion put. 
Mr. OUNSFORD: It seems very clear that 

the G"v~rnment intend to disfranchise a nnmbr;r 
of c<>Bstimencies in ~l'Ieen-land and then go on 
with lt·gislation. It seems also clear that the 
G.,vernrnent depend npon their partiRan Chair
rnar1--

The SPEAKER: Order! I must call upon 
the hon. memb·~r tn withdraw that expression. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: I refuse absolutely to 
withdraw it, becon>e I believe it is the truth. 

The SPf~AKER: Order! As the hon. mem
ber refuses t" withdraw the expre•sion, I have 
no option but to na·ne him for disorderly conduct 
in disregarding the authority of the Chair. I 
iheref.,re name tbe hon. member for Charters 
'l'owers, rvir. DunRford, to the Houoe. 

The Pl{K:\IIER: I have en<leavonred by 
leniency to bring hon. me m hers to their senses. 
But now I will not be trifled with. 

ii1Ei\Im;Rs on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

The PRE:\HER: I therefore move that the 
hon. member for Cha.rters Towero, Ivir. Duns
ford, be suRpended hum the service of this Home 
for one WPek. 

Mr. HARDACRE : I rise to a point of 
orrler--

The SPEAKE!t: Order! There can be no 
debate on this que.stion. 

Mr. HARDACl{E: I snbmit I have a right 
to rise to a p:>int of order. I object to your 
ruling. 

The SPEAKB~R : If the hnn. member wishes 
to raise a l'oint of order I will hear him. 

Mr. HARDACR g: The point of order I wish 
to ndse is this: lt has never been decirl.fd that a 
member shall be suspended withon~ at least an 
explanation and a hearing of the circumstances 
by the House, 

The SPEAKER: Order! Thehon. memher's 
point of order is entirely beyond the question. 
The course now taken has been the repeated 
practice of this H<.use, and it has been uphPld by 
the :Supreme Court. Therefore, I must rule that 
the hun. memher'e point of order does not apply. 

.Mr. HARDACH.E: I move that your ruling 
he disagree,] to, and c.,l! your attention to 
St;mding- Order Nn. 117--

'Ihe SPEAKER: Order ! Will the hon. 
member resume hio seat? The qrwstinn is that 
the hon. member for Charters Towers, l\fr. 
Dunsford, be suspended from the service of the 
HotFe for one Wh k. 

Mr. SLI\1: It doesn't matter! Government by 
g>tg! 

{{uestion put; &nd the House divi led :
A YES, 3~. 

::\Iessr!'l. Dickson, Chntu,,·ay, Poxton, Philp, :\Iurrny, 
Dalrympl~·, Collins. G. Tl10rn, Grimcs, 'l'hom~ts, C'allan, 
::l1c11aster. Story, Bc<l. Stcphenson, )1'1Gallan, Castling, 
Petrie, ::\1oore, Bridge~. ~ ewell, Bartholomew, Stociart, 
Armstrong. Cm·field, Lissner, Cribb, J .. ord, SmHh. Touth, 
Hamilton, O'Connell, ~tumm, and Annvu. 

XOES, 22. 
)fes·"rs. Si m, Curtis. ::.\laughan, Kcogh, Glassey, Kerr, 

Kidston, Dnnsf0rd, .McDonnell, King, Pitzgeralcl, Boles~ 
Jenkinson, Drake, \V. rrh0rn, J:"'op;art.y, Diblr.y, Daniels, 
Ratter~by, Jackson, Hardacre, a11d Stewart. 

Res.,lved in the affirmatiYe. 
The hon. member tber enpnn left the Chamber. 
Mr. KERR: Mr. S}Jettker,--
The SPEAKER: The hon. member has 

spoken. 
Mr. KEHR.: Xnt on this quettion. 
'l'he ::;PI\AKER: The hon. member has 

spoken. \Vill the hon. member resume his 
seat? 

Mr. KEOGH: l'\o one 111 this House regrets 
more than I do what has just taken place in tbis 
Ch·nnber, and whatever feelings umy pre
duminate htre to-nigbt I mu S:ure that to-uwrrow 
every h•dy will regret w bat ha·, taken place. 
I know I am dizn:;s\ng fr,ml the subject 
before the House,· but l may be allowed to 
sa1· that l think it would have been better if the 
leader of the House had not benn so extreme 
in bis nwtinns of suspel;Sinu agn.in;-_;t smne of 
those hon. members. and I would How ask the 
hon. gentlemllu, seei1lg the feeling that exibts in 
the H"us:.: at present, not to go on with any 
more busineso but to h<ijourn the Hon-e until 
to-rnorro w, w h;·n a better feeling will prevail. 
A number of members on this side have been put 
ant-they are some of our btBt men-and I am 
sorry that such has taken place, and I trust that 
the Premier will act on the suggestion I have 
made. 

Mr. BATTERSBY: I do not see why the 
House should not pass this reoolution, and Jet us 
see the Bill, because there will be three or four 
opportunit.i, s afterwards for hon. members tu 
expres~ thPir Ppinions on the suLject. 

Mr. KERR: 1 rise to a point of ordrr. The 
tH>n. mern\•er spoke before If· a, 

The SPEAK:I<;R : Order! 
Mr. BATTERS BY: If so I will drop it; but 

when I get up l take pretty good care not to put 
myself into the hands of either Y"n or the Chair
man. I anr Horry that this little disturbance 
ha,; been caused in the Hou'e to-nighr. It, is 
not because they do nor: wan!i to carry these 
re"olutions; it is. to my Ulind hec,,use they have 
got their hacks np on the other side--

The :SPEAKEE{: Order! 1 must ask the 
hon. member to speak to the question. 
· l\lr. BATTE HSBY: I am trying to :lo that. I 
am trying to shnw why I think hon. members 
ought to let the e resolutions pa''" and let the 
Bill be introduced This is the fir,t. meetiug d 
the House since the Premier has been accepted 
as leader of the House by the Governor, and 
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though I voted against him three times to-night, 
and I am going to vote against any suspen
sion--

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. member 
must confine himself to the question before the 
House. 

Mr. BATTERSBY: I will put it in another 
way. I think these Bills ought to be introduced 
so that we can see what they are, and then if 
hon. members on b~>th sides think they should not 
be carrie·i they can deal with them in the proper 
way ; but I hope this bickering will end, and 
that any ill-feeling that has hem created since 
the Hou~e met to-day will pass away by to 
rrwrrow. 

Mr. :i\lcDONNELL: I am very much obliged 
to the hon. member who has just sat down f,>r 
his very valuable acivice. \Ve have had a lot of 
friendly advice to-night, and a lot of friendly 
treatment. At all events it will call the atten
tion of the country to the prBoent condrtion of 
thin?S. I have to congratulate the Premier on 
this his first day as the head of the Government 
in this House upon a career which is in keeping 
with his outrageous action here to-night. You, 
Mr. Speaker, I have to congratulate upon having 
upheld the prestige that you have earned for a 
long time as being the most partial, the most 
unfair--

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Order, order ! 
Chair! 

The BPEAKEH : Order, order ! 
.Mr. McDONNELL : Speaker who has ever 

sltt in that chair. 
The BPEAKER: Order, order! Will the 

hon. member withdraw the words? 
Mr. McDONNELL: No, certainly not. I 

am perfectly certain that every word I say is 
trm•. 

The SPEAKER: Then I have no option but 
to name the hon. member for Fortitude Valley, 
Mr. McDonnell, to the House for disregarding 
the authority of the Chair, and disorderly con
duct. 

The PREMIER: I can clearly ~ee that there 
is a determined defiance of the proprieties in this 
House, and an intentinn, I am sorry to say, to 
dishonour the Chair. Now I give hon. members 
noticB--

Mr. KIDS TON : Mr. Speaker is that in order? 
Is it in order for the Premier to make a state
ment? 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member is not in 
ot·der in speaking t:> the motion. 

Mr. DANIELS: He has b<>en doing it <tll along. 
Mr. FITZGERALD: Making remarks. 
The PREMIER: It is my desire to give hon. 

members information. 
Mr. FITZGllRALil : .iYiove your motion. 
The PREMIER: My motion is-" That the 

hon. member for Fortitude Valley, Mr. 
McDoJnnell, be suspended from service in this 
House for a period of seven days." 

Mr. McDONNELL: Thank you. 
Question put; and the House divided :

An;s, 32. 
Mes~rs. Drckson, Foxton, 1-'hilp, Murray, Dalrymple, 

Chatawn.v, ::\facdonatd-Patersom, Annear, Hamilton, 
Stumm, Tooth. Smith, Lortl, Cribb, O'Connell, Corfteld, 
8toda.rt, ArmsLrong, .\'eweU, Bridge.s, Oastling, :\Ioore, 
McGnh:.tn, Story, Bell, Lissner, Grimes, Collins, Thomas, 
Mc:Uaster, Callan, and G. Thorn. 

Nm•:s, 22. 
Messrs. Gla~sey, Keogh, Stewnrt, Kidston, }Ianghan, 

Hardacre, Jar,l{son, Daniels, Jl.lcDonnel!, Kerr, Dibley, 
1\-". Thorn, King, Fitzgerald, Sim, .Boles, Curtis, Drake, 
Je.Ildnson, Groom, Fogarty, and Battersby. 

Re•olved in the affirmative. 
The hon. member thereupon left the Chamber. 
::\Ir. Sn! : "Friend aftar fdend departs." 
Original question put. 

Mr. DANIELS: I do not like the way things 
are going, and when I say that I do not refer to 
the members who, unfortunately, have been 
turned out, but to the fact that the Government 
are trying to legislate without the sanction of the 
people. If they went to the country to-rnorro.w 
I believe they would be absolutely dAfeated m 
every electorate. The Premier has told us that 
he has conficlencd in the strength of the Govern
ment in the connt.ry. \V by, then, does he not go 
to the country ? No one would object to that, 
but instead he has adopted the exp' client of 
expelling from this Chamber, without any real 
cau-e, a number of members un this side. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
cannot speak in that strain; be must confine 
hiimelf to the question before the House. 

Mr. DANIELS: ·well, then, I will Fay there 
was not sufficient reason for expelling those 
members. I heard the Premier himself make 
the same statement as the member for Flinders 
several days ago, and without as much justifica
tion. I am quite prepared to Jet the Govern
ment deal with what kgislation they please if 
they get authority from the country for doing so, 
but under present circumstances they simply 
hold their positions under false pretences. If I 
hire a man to lo0k after horseB--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : That 
is the proper place for you. 

Mr. DANIELS: I should hire the Secretary 
for Lands to look after asse•, because he would 
be more at home. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Ye~, I 
have my eye on you. 

Mr. DANIELS : As I was Paying, if I hire a 
man to look after horses, and he wants to leave, 
what right bas he to hand on his pnsition to 
another man unleJs I approve of his successor? 
That is the po ition the Government are in. Sir 
Hugh Nelson was returned here by the people. 
So was the late Premier returned to supp,>rt Sir 
Hugh Nelson, and he had a right to aesume the 
leadership, but the present Premier, during 
his election address, said that if he we>e 
elected as a Ministerial supporter entirely 
without op11osition he would refuse to stand. 
The Government could get an election over in a 
month, and then we could lmve a good long 
session and enter upon useful legislation. But it 
seems that they intend to bold on at any price. 
Even the Brisbane Courier, the great supporter 
of the Government, says that they and their sup
porters are afraid to go to the country because 
some of them would lose their £300 a year. I 
look with contemJJt upon any member who 
simply supports a Government through fear of 
losing his £300 a year. I would like to go to the 
country to-morrow. The sooner the better; and 
if I am not returned then I shall know it is 
because the electors think they have gut a better 
rnan. 

The SPEAKEH : Order! The hon. member'" 
remarks are not at all relevant to the question 
before the House. 

Mr. DANIELS: \Vel!, I have ?iven my 
reaeons for refusing to &ur,port this motion, and 
I fancy they are gooj reaoons. I shall vote 
a~;•inst the motion. 

~Ir. KIJ'\G: It is under cover of this motion 
that I nm"t sav ''hat I have t" say, and I shall 
confine myseJ( to a very few words. So far as 
the monr of the motion is conc' rned, I have the 
greatest respect for 1-im, and I am not going to 
sav a word as to whether the Government have 
th"e confidence of the country or not. But I will 
say that I do not think this House has any con
fidence in you, Sir; at any rate I have not. I 
would be a me:tn contemptible individual if I d;.d 
not say what I am going to say. After seeing my 
friends and colleagues shifted from the floor of 
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this House one after the other, I would be as 
mean and contemptible in my own eyes as I hold 
you, if I did not say that the cause of all this 
trouble is, I will not say the Government, 
hut yourself. If am suspended I do not ctue if 
the head of the Government suspend-< me f, •r six: 
months. At any rate if I am suspended it 
shall be with great reluctance and regret th·,t 
I have been compellEd to say what I shall say. 
I feel very strongly on this matter. As a rule I 
do not trouble the House very much. My frimd 
and colle:tgue, the senior member for Cbarters 
Towers, has been removed from the HonsP, 
pos,ihly with some cause, but so far as tbe hon. 
member for :Flinders was concerned I distinctly 
say that he was not guilty of any offence. 

The SPEAKER: The hem. member is out of 
order. The only que;tion before the House is 
the one on the notice-paper. 

Mr. KING : The qne;tion before the House is 
the motion introduced by the Secret&ry for 
Lands, I have no objection to the introduction 
of the Bill. I do not mean to say that the hon. 
gentleman leadin£i the Government and his col
leagues have not got the confidence of the 
country. It is sufficient for me to know that 
those who sent me here have confidence in me. 
So far as I am concernetl, I re;pect every 
member of this House. I also resped my 
position as a member of thi" House, and therefore 
it is with feelings of deep regret that I have to 
say that I haYe no confidence in you, because 
you are a partisan Speaker --

The SPEAKER: Order, order! I c tll upon 
the hon. member to withdraw that remark. 

Mr. KING: I shall not do so. 

The SPEAKER: Then I have no op!.ionleft 
bnt tn name the hon. member for Marauoa, 
Mr. King, fur disorderly conduct and insulting 
the Chair. 

::Y.l:EMBERS on the Government side: ·withdraw, 
withdraw! 

Mr. KING: I have no intention of with
drawing. 

The PREYUER: It is with regret that I have 
to move that the hon. member for ~Iaranoa be 
suspended from the service of the Houee for one 
week. 

Question put; and the House divideu :-

An:s, 31. 
Messrs. Dickson, Foxton, Philp, Dalrymple, :\Inrray, 

Chataway, Collins, Lissuer, !_cGaha.n, G. 'fhorn, Grimes, 
Thomas, ::\ic)iaster, Callan, Story, Bell, Armstrong, 
Oribb, Stodart, Oorfie1d, Battersby, Lord, Tooth, Stumm, 
Annear. Hamilton, O'Connell, Bridges, ~ewell, Petne, 
and Macdonald~Faterson. 

Na.;s, 20, 
Messrs. Glassey, Keogh, Jackson, Kerr, King, Sim, 

Fitzgerald, '.V. '!'horn, Curtis, Boles, Drake, Groom, 
Jenkinsou, Foga-rty, Oibley, Daniels, Kidston, Hardatre, 
Stewart, and ::Uaugban. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER : I now call upon the hon. 
member for M.aranoa to withdraw. 

Mr. KING: Out of respect to the Chair 
I bow to i~, but not out of respect to you. 

The hon. member thereupon left the Chaml.Jer. 

Original question put ; and the House 
divided:-

AYES, 41. 
Messrs Dickson, Foxton, Philp, Dalr.nnp1e, Chataway, 

Murray, G. Thorn, l\Iacd ·nald-Paterson, J.issner, Lt'ahy, 
Grimes, Thomas, l\lc:\Iaster, Calhm, Story, Collins, Bell, 
Cl•ihb, Groom, Jenkinson, Fogarty, :\leG ha.n, Roles, 
Curtis, Drake, Petrie, Stephens, Batte1sby, \L Thorn, 
Ntwdl, A.rmstrong, Fraser, O'Uonnell, HriclgeF, Stodart, 
Corfie!d. Lord, Tooth, Stumm, Annear, and Hamilton. 

1898-2 V 

NoEs, 12. 
Messrs. Gla:-:sey, IIardacre, Kidston, Keogh, Jackson, 

Korr, l!1 itzg0rald, Sim, Dibley, Daniels, Stewart, and 
J\faughan. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
MINil'\G B!LL. 
FIRST READING, 

The House having in committee affirmed the 
de·,iral.Jienes; vf introducing this Bill, it was pre· 
sented and read a firs~ time; and the second 
re,tciing was made an Order of the Day for 
\Vednesday nex~. 
DISEASES IN STOCK ACT AMBND1.1ENT 

BILL. 
COMiii!TTEE. 

Clause 1-" Short title and construction "-put 
and passed. 

On clause 2-" Amendment of GO Vie. No. 1, 
s. 3"-

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGIUCULTURE 
moved that the clans'-' be m gatived. 

l\1r. BELL said there must be snme reason for 
the ornis,ion uf the clause, and it would be just 
as well if the hon. gentleman would give it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
said he foreshadowed the omission of the clause 
on the second readmg, and fully explained the 
reason then. It hacl been pointed ou~ that the 
definition of dis,ase in the B,H-namely, that 
when any ticks known as Ixodes bovis were found 
on any stock such tick.<>hould be deemed a disease 
-might seriously injure meat in the outside 
market; and it ·->as !lot really required. 

Clause put and neg-atived. 
On clause 3-" Amendment of GO Vie. No. 1, 

s. 15''-
'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

moved the omission of the second paragraph with 
the Yiew of substituting other words uf which he 
had given notice. 

Amendment agreed to. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

Section 15 of the ptincipal Act, to which that 
clause applie.l, provided th"t every owner, when 
disease in a malignant form appeared in stock 
upon his run or in his travelling stock should, 
before the expiration of one week from the time 
of his discovering the fact, give notice thereof to 
the "neare;t in,pector." The wording of that 
section had given rise to some confu;ion, end had 
not been found to work welL \Vhile the inspector 
of the district was a man who was known, the 
"nearest inspector" w:cs a doubtful item. He 
moved the in,;ertion of the words "and in the 
same section the words 'nearest inspector' are 
repe .cled, and the words 'inspector of the district' 
are inserted." 

Amendment put :1.nd p'ssed. 
Mr. W. THORN: The inspectors he had seen 

were not to his mind competent to do their 
work. He was told ;.ome time ago that inspec•ors 
were to be put on the tick line on the Darling 
Dc~wns on the range. People there who earned 
their living with bu 1lnck-tean>s and horse-teams 
suffered gr·eat hard,hip in connection with the 
tick line, and he trusted that the Minister would 
see his \Vay to shift f<Olne of the inRpectors fron1 
thil l'\orth to the South. The ticks had been 
brought from Bur.,:Ja\,erg, H••ckhampton, and 
Glad-tone to S>~uth QueenRland, and the people 
of Darling D •wn" were I:.Jo~ked from shifting 
cattle from clean country to clt•an country. 

Mr. AlD•lSTHO:'{G: In a portion of his 
electorate there wa8 a large :':rea of land used by 
the people of 'l'oowoomta f"r running their dairy 
herds, and if cattle went bel•JW the range thet e 
wao no chance of getting them back to Too
woomba. He agreed with the hem. ntembtr f,,r 
Aubigny that impectors >-hould be brvnght from 
parts of the colony where they were of very little 
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use, and stationed in such places as those he had 
spoken of, where they might give permits to allow 
cat•le to pa•s backwards and forwards. It 
seemed abRmd that within a mile of a town a 
n an might l:ave a paddotk, and that if his cattle 
crossed a line on the range there was no chance of 
his getting them b .ck, ar.d he hoped the Minister 
would take notice of the question rai,ed by the 
hon. member for Aubiguy. He could not cnn
gratnlate the Mini•ter for .Agriculture on ihe 
fin-t Bi:t he had introduced. He knew as much 
ltbout the subject as most men, bnt he could not 
carry in his beod the alterati,;ns proposed. He 
thought fnrther information might have been 
given. Comir.g as it did after an afte!lloon's 
wurk which they all deplored, it was very diffi
cult to follow the Bill wit.hout more information. 

Mr. GROOM: Only for what occurred last 
week, a deputation would have waited on the 
Minister for .Agriculture from the constituency 
he represented and also from the adjoining- one 
of Caml ooya in the neighbourhood uf Green
mount, in regard to the matter spoken of by the 
hon. gentleman who had just sat do\\ n. 'l'hPre 
were 16,000acres of land on the eastern slope of the 
1\rlain RaiJge known a~ "the Dray ton co1nmnn, t 
on which fwm 100 to 150 rlair~ men grazed their 
catilP, rmd as the law stood if the ea tile went 
over 'he quarantine line on the eastern slope of 
the Main Range they dare not bring them back. 
Greenme;unt was probably one of the largest 
dairying settlements on the Darling Downs, and 
the tbirymen tl.ere were exactly in the same posi
ti.,n, and drd not know '\\'hat to do. It bad been 
sug~e,ted that a deputation should wnrt on the 
s, cretary f<'r Agriculture, and see whether he 
would station an inspectnr telowthe range, about 
Helidon or Mmphy's Creek, to give permits to 
d;•irymen tu take their cattle ucro's the line. 
The prehent 8tate nf affairs was causing perfect 
stagnntion in dairying enterprise in the diotricts 
to which he had referred, and •ome means might 
sug-gest itself to the .Agricultural Department by 
"hich difficulties of this kind might be arrest•d. 
The hon. memher for Aubigny reminded him 
that I he e.etm<· thing applied to the timber-gettere 
turning- out their team< at Orow's Nest. lf they 
went acroso~ the line on the eastern slope of the 
range they could not be brought back without 
violating-the law. He trusted that the Minister 
would consider the matter, and make snn•e con
ce.,,ions in the direction he had indicated. 

Mr. D.ANlRLS 'aid thctt a lot of dairymen 
took np small eigf ty-acre farms in the olden 
times :.b<'ut Ettm Vale with the view of being 
able to take up latger paddocks for their dairy 
l·erds below the range; and the effect of runnirg 
thP pres•nt I ick line on the rang-e was to render 
t'•r•Se farms absc•lutely useless, bEcause there was 
not sufficient land on tbe western •ide of the 
range for the c:title, and on thR ea»tern ~;ide the 
c"urtfry "as tuo rough to Luild dairies or ar,y
thit•g else. 

i\lr. :FUG .ARTY: On Thursday·week he had 
interviewed the Minister in connection \\ith this 
n.attH, and the hon. gentleman then expreesecl 
his synqmtl.y, but J><•inted out that the law 
prevente·i him giving any relief. He had asked 
that in pcct .. rs si oulrl he appointed to give 
permits to eHable dairymen to take their catlle 
to Tonw'"'mba.. Not a bingle second uf deby 
shoulcl take place in giving relief. 'l'he cost ,,f 
appointing the neces•a• y inspectors would be 
small compared with the benefits it would confer. 
An••t!.er difficulty wao in conmction with fat 
stock. He knew of one man who had "ome forty 
fat~. Fat stock Wt:>re very scarce in T'oowo< n1ba. 
just now, but aithough that man'" boundary was 
only 150 yards over the tick quarantine line he 
was unable to take his fat stock to Toowoomba. 
He had interviewed the ::Ylinister on the subject 
this alternoon, but the hon. gentleman expressed 

his inability to do anything, as it would be in 
contravention of the law. Some relief might 
also be l!'iven in that direction. 

Mr. LEAHY supposed the clause was all 
ri~ht an<! that all the clauses in the Bill would be 
founrlall right, bntowingtothe recent unfortunate 
period they had passed through, hon. members 
had come to the House to-day in ignorance of 
what business would come on. He did not think 
that any of them expected that that Bill would 
come on for consideration, and he hoped that if 
the Bill passed through committee this evening 
the hon. gentleman would not insist on proc<ed
ing to the report stage, but would give them an 
opportunity of considering it at a later stage if 
necessary. He had risen for tl1e purpose of 
asking what the meaning of "district inspector" 
was. He had hurriedly turned up the principal 
.Act, but there was no defillition in it of the 
term. In fact, there was no definition of 
"diRtrict" in the Act, and from his hurried 
investigation he cnuld not find that there was 
power in the regulations to deal with the sub
ject. It was likely to make "confusion worse 
confounded." 

The SECRETARY FOR .AGRICULTURE 
did not know what a "district inspector" was 
under the Act. He knew that the inspect0rs 
had districts, for they had the boundaries of 
those districts. Those boundaries were very 
clearly defined in the office, and, generally speak
ing, they were familiar 1"<> the owners of cattle; 
but under what circumstances district insp~ctors 
would be appointed he did not knnw. He would 
like to say a few words with refer<?nce to what 
had been said by the hon. member for Lockyer, 
the two hon. member" for Toowoomba, and the 
hon. member for Anbigny. The hon. member 
for Lockyer regretted thaL he had not been more 
explicit. Without rPpeating everything, he might 
say that the Bill dealt with two snbjeets. 
Clause 3 dealt with the notice required to he 
given when travelling stock were found to be 
tick-infested, and clanse 4 extenaed the im
pounding powere. 'With regard to the matter 
which was troubling the four hon. member;;, 
he wished to say that the quarantine boun
dary on the top of the range had been under 
consideration f<1r months, and was fixed after 
consultation with people who knew, and was 
probably the best boundary that could he 
obtained. 'When the quarantine had been fixed 
there, and the line beyond, very strong repre
sentations were made to him that the Darling 
Downs were being cut off from any market, and 
the hon. member for Aubigny pointed out in 
that Chamber that clean cattle could not go into 
clean country. \Vith rc·gard to the fat stock on 
the D~trling Downs, concerning which personal 
representations had been mad" to him, it 
appeared they were non-existent, for they were 
told that Toowoomba could not supp )l itself 
with fats nn:ess it got them from t..elow the 
range. \Vith regard to the other statement that 
clean cattle could not go into r.lean cow.try, sim•e 
the second reading of Lhe Bill he had mHde 
arrangements with New Snu·h Wales whereby 
the bneders of pure-bred bnlle, who were "o 
inconvenienced and who made such a loud 
outcry about that temporary quarantine, would 
be enabled to truck their bnlls to the \Vestem 
d i"tricts, where they would find a market. One 
of the bon. men.bors said t hao the inspFc•ors were 
no good. It wa.,; qmte pos•ible that ihey migbb 
get some inspectors who were no good, but the 
hon. member who made the statement wanted 
inspectors appoint<d to give perruits to cattle on 
the eastern side of the range to travel to Too
wonmba. If the inspectors were not capable 
men, there was very considerable danger to the 
dairymen of the Darling Downs in all m• ing cattle 
within fifty or sixty miles of known ticks-and 
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they might be very much nearer-to croRs the 
range. The dairying industry on the Downs 
was growing, and would be of great magnitude 
ami of the utm"st importance to the whole 
colony, and the board of Stock Commk.ioners 
were only doing their dnty in recommencling 
that the most strenuous efforts should be made 
to [Jrntect that industrv from possibie infectir.n 
by ticks. He was "not prep·•red to say 
that even the most strenuous efforts would he 
successful in preventing that infection, bnt it 
wa< clearly their duty to make the attempt. 
He was bound to coofess that while be believed 
quarantine had delayed the progrr ss of the ticks, 
he was not C<>nfident that quarantine lines could 
prevent them being >pread further south. He 
could not hold out hope th:tt he could give 
immediate relief of his own power, and without 
consultation with any other power, to the gentle
men who we1e now in some trouble in Too
woomba. The House had distinct!.> prononnc. d 
an opinion adverse to the granting- of permits, 
and when he adrr,inistered the qu"rantine line in 
a manner a~ he thought conducive to the best 
interests of all concerned, he was taken to task 
by the House, and it was clearly intimated that 
he had exercised more power than he ougM to 
have done. The opinion of Parliament had been 
so clearly intimated to him that he was not pre
pared to flout the Hou8e, and give permits to 
travel over the quaran,ine line. 

Mr. GROOM: Surely the hon. gentlemnn 
could see that the matter to \\hich attention had 
been drawn was not identical with the case he 
referred to. It was not the town of Toowoomba 
they were particularly •peaking about, but the 
vast dairying herds on the Dar.ing DDwns and 
the men who had settlAd on the rang-e. Those 
men were practically being deprived of a living. 
It was not his place to sugg>st a boundary. The 
hon. gentleman had stuck commissioners who 
were practical men who OUt(ht to make all the 
suggestions he required. It was not only in 
the neighbourhood of Toowoomba that the 
difficulty had occurred. Take the instance 
of Green mount, one of the mo;;t comprehen;;i ve 
settlements on the Downs, with an enormous 
output of butter and cheese. The indusLry 
there was absolutely paraiyc;.·cl by the boundary 
bei"g fixed on the top of the Main Range, and 
when the cattle came down to feed on the eastern 
slopes they dare not be brought back again for 
fear of the penalty imposed by the rr~gulations. 
It was never intended thnt anything of that kind 
should occur. It was the desire r,f everyone to 
prevent the ticks getting among the large dairy 
herds of the Downs, but there was a medium in 
all thiogs. For the protection of the few snrely 
it was not desiral,]e to ruin the many ! 

The SECRETARY l'OR AoRICULTliRE : Do they 
not bring their herds backwards and forwards? 

Mr. GROOM: 'l'liey did, but it was a br0"ch 
of the law. The inspector re"ent ly appointed 
hatl fallen a victim to the prPv,tiling epidemic, 
but when he recovered probably he wonld see 
that tllo<e men were )Jrosecnterl. 

'fhe SECRETARY ]<'OR )LGHWULTURE: You 
lhould not dr:;;w my attention to it. Y uu c•,re an 
informer. 

Mr. GROO:VI: By no meam. If a tick in
lpector was appointed in some given locality 
below the range he could give l'ermits for tlJe 
dairy cattle to travel, RO that there would he no 
fear of their owners b- ing fined for brea che . of 
Ghe regulations. He did not think any acLion 
Ghe hon. gentleman had taken on a former 
:occasion should influence him at the preeent 
;ime. He should take a more broad-minded 
dew of the ea• e. 

Mr. AH.MSTRONG wished to emph:.,si~e 
>V hat had fallen from the hon. member for 
foowoomba, The House had taken strong 

ohjection to the permits granted hy the Minister 
with regard to cattle leaving Esk and passing 
through c'ean country, hut that was not the case 
under review no.v. All the C•>nntry west of his 
electorate was grazed over hy cattle w hi eh w<"re 
sent up to Toowoomba. The inhabitants of that 
part of the country diu the'r business with T<10· 
woomha. If it was necessary that the Minister 
shoulrl take the action he had tahen to allow high
class hull< to be 'ent there, it wns equally neres
s:uy that he shoulrl tak~ some action togherelief 
to the srna I people. Rr•unrl about Green mount 
was the largest rlairying- district on the Downs. 
The whole of the ea' tie were gr .zed below the 
Iange, anrl that was very little fnrther th•n 
Gle<:ga!L.n. There w:" very liLtle diff"rence 
between there and where the ticks were known 
to exist-Brisbane, Hiverview, and Esk. The 
question of putting men on to see that infected 
stock did not pass on to the Darling Downs was 
an easy one and not expensivP, and it waR worthy 
of con>lderatinn. He should like the Secretary 
for Agricnlture to confer with those who had to 
deal with the matter, becauRP it was very serious. 

Mr. BATTERi::lBY thonght the bP~t thing to 
do wonld be to declare the whole colony t.n be 
tick inf>cted, and let the New Sonth \Vales 
people do a~ they liked about letting cattle go 
over the border. 

Mr. ARMS'fRONG: The RPcretarv for Agricul
ture is f}uite right in nrntPctin~ clean coun:ry. 

Mr.BATTERSBY: New South Wales wanted 
cattle, anri if they would not admit them alive 
they could be frozen, and the indnsLry here would 
pr·oiit by it. The sooner thev took a s'and t~e 
better, because ?\ ew South \Vales and Victr>rta 
were trying t·• "run" them. now, and it was quite 
time there was no more of 1t. 

The CH AI RMAl'\ : I would remind the hon. 
member that the question before the C•1mmittee 
is that clause 3, as amended, stand part of the 
Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He would be very g-'ad to meet the repre•enta
tives of Loekyer ai1d Toowonmba, and oee if they 
could ntJt rn3.ke sr1Jne arrangement by which"" 
relief "ould b•J givtn to a el:t;s of men who 
laboured under very se•iom rlifficulties. He was 
anxious to do "'hat he coulrl, and now that the 
warm weather h~d set in they would soon find 
out where the ticks were. 

Mr. KERR had Ji;tened attentively to what 
had heen said by the bon. members for Tno
wor,mba and Lrrckyer, and it appeared tu him 
that ]•eople in the South were treated 'ery 
differently frr<m those in other di•tricts. Carriers 
in the Central rlistrict "'ere prHeuted from 
cr•,,sin!l from Black:til to Jericho, a1,d frmn 
Black all to Barcaldine; hut it sePmed that the 
inspector-; were not so 'trict in the neighbour
hood of Toownomha. Some tick-infested cattle 
fl"om Brighton lJowns were truc·ked from B;~rcal
dine, and some ticks were found tlwre, but none 
had ever been seen afterwards ; but still carriers 
were prel'enled from earning a livin;; through 
not being allowed to CJWS over the boundary, 
while at the same time dairy ca\tle in the 
Southern rJi,trict. were a1Jowed to cros•. 

Mr. BELL: \V hat about the Mount Cornish 
cattle? 

Mr. KERR: That wasnotnp~r Barcaldine. If 
the regnl ttions wt>re going- to bP str·ict 1y Pnforced 
in the Central diwric<; they sh•mld be in the 
Sont hern district also. 

'fhe Ho~. (.}. THORN thought there was a 
great deal of force in the contention of the hon, 
member for :'ll«reton with regarrl to proclaiming 
the whole colony tick infested. He was sur
prised that hnn. men1bers seemPd so anxious to 
introduce ticks into their districts. The grass 
was very succulent under the r.mge, and it would 
be a breeding-ground fur ticks in hot weather, 
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He was astonished at the Secretary for Agricul
ture yielding to the demands of the hon. members 
for Draylon and Toowoomba, and exceedingly 
regretted his action, bec:1use the quarantine line 
on the Main Range was a good one, and ought 
to be main tamed. He was also astonished at the 
hon. member for Lockyer being so anxious to 
introduce ticks on the Darling Downs. The 
Stock Board was to be commended for keeping 
th<· ticks off that country us long as possible, and 
if the department wcLs tn go on breaking the line 
fixed, the .Minister would do well to adopt the 
suggr.~tion of the hon. member for :Moreton, and 
proclaim the whole colony tick-infested. 

Mr. BATTERSBY should certainly oppose 
!'"Y q?arttntine line unless the whole colony was 
1nc uued. 

The CHAIR:\IAN: I am •ure the hon. mem
ber nm,t see t h,;t his remarks do not in any way 
apply to the clause before the Committee. 

Clau<e, as amended, put and paksed. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

moved that the following new clause be inserted 
after clause 3 :-

In seetion 16 of the vrincipal Act, the vmrds "11earest 
to the run wherb the stnck are located" are repealed, 
and the words "of the distriet" inserted. 
Clause 16 of the principal Act required that 
the owners of tmveliing stock should notify 
the inspector "nearest to the run where the 
stock are located," and it was now proposed that 
they should gi' e notice to the impector of the 
district. He hoped that he would be able, before 
prccecding with the rest of the Bill, to be in a 
p< sition to j,,form the hon. member for hulloo 
under what autbodty dbtrict inspectors were 
appointed. 

Clause put and p>tssed. 
The Hou>e rf sumed; the CHAIRMAN reported 

progres,., and the Committee obtained leave to 
sit again to-morro\v. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER : I move that the House do 

now adjuurn. The first business to-n,orrow, 
after tt:e time devoted to pril·ate members' 
busineRs, will be the re~u1ned consideration in 
committee of the Diseases in Stock Act Amend
ment Bill, and aftPr that Supply. 

Mr. GLASSEY: J thmk before the HouRe 
adjourn" iL might l:e w~ll to make a few observa
tions with regard to the rather unpl~asant occur
rE'nces which took pl"ce earlier in the sitting. 
Of course if l am trencbing on rlebatable 
ground, and it is contrary to thE Standing 
Orders, I have no desire to refet' to the matter 
but l think we should con,•>ider if something can: 
not be done to bring about a more amicable state 
of afhirs. 

'l'he SPEAKRR.: I think the hon. member is 
not in order in rai;ing that question now. He 
can only do so hy le,;1·e of the Home. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I have no desire to refer to 
it except by leave of the Hmwe. 

The SPEAKER: I, it the pleasure of the 
House that the hon. member be heard on this 
qutstion? 

HoNOURABLE ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. GLASSEY: The occurrences to which I 

have alillded must he regretted by >tll, and I 
think it ic rather to be regretted that the head 
of the G .. vernment took the course which he did. 
It cannot be denied that hon. members were 
perha]:s provoked into action, which doubtless 
W.:tR un1~.Ie"s"nt both to themst·lves and the 
House, but I cannot help thinking that the 
hon. gentleman at the head of the Government 
might hitve exercLed "' little more judgment in 
the matter if be h•,d taken more time to reflect 
and had c,msnlted with his colleagues before 
rushing into the breach, and takin;;, what I may 

be pardoned for calling, inconsiderate action, 
which he would no doubt not have taken in his 
calmer moments. Is it not possible that some
thing could be done before the House rises 
towards lessening the period fur which some of 
those members were suspended? I would ask 
the Premier to make the period twenty-four 
hours all round, and I hope that some CCin· 
sideration will be given to the matter with a 
view to establish a more ,;micitble relation"hip 
in the House generally, and to prerent the cun
tinuance of any little feeling of bitternflss which 
must rankle in the minds of those hon. members if 
the period of their suspemion is not reducec:. It 
may be thought by some that I am anxious to 
apologise for the action taken by the other side 
of the House, but I take up no such position. I do 
say, however, that i£ alllicable relations can be 
established, it will be better, not only for one side 
of the House, but for all Rides and for all parties. 
I again make th,;t appeal before the House rises, 
and ask the hon. gentleman to take counsel with 
his colleagues with the view of arriving at a 
decision to make the uniform suspension twenty
four hours instead of a week. Also, as I am 
reminded by the hon. member for Barcoo, I 
make tbe appeal on behalf of the electorates 
concerr.ed, and more particularly in view uf the 
House gdng into Committee of Supply, when 
those members may ha,·e matters appertaining 
to their constituents to bring before the Chamber. 

The PREMIER: I desire to treat the remarks 
of the leader of the Oppoc<ition with respect, and 
to reply to them. 'With regard to his r,quest, I 
should wish to defer it to " more convenient 
opportunity. I am not at present ['repared to 
make any promise, but if, on a future occasion 
the hon. member, or any of his friends, desires 
to offer apologies to the Hou~e for what has 
transpired to·night--

::11r. KERR: You will have to wait a long time 
for that. 

The PREMIER: At present we had better 
adjourn the Hou;e wit bout ,;ny further reference 
ta those most unfortunate proceedings. At the 
same time it is due to hon. members on this side 
to say that whatever has occurred has not been 
their f>tnlt. A spirit of insubordination, of 
rPRistance to constimted auth<•rity, has been 
shown, which it was my duty, and the duty of 
hon. members on this side, to oppose. While I 
am not prepared to-night to make any promise 
to the hon. member, yet when we meet to-lllorrow 
in a calmer mood, if the hon. member will show 
that those on whose behalf he speaks regret their 
action, I shall be willing to take his appeal into 
comideration. 

Mr. BATTERSBY: Before the House ad
journs I should like to ask again when the Bill, 
to which I han three or four times before 
referred, is likely to be introduced? 

The TREASURER: I understand that the 
Bill referred to by the hon. member will be 
tabled next week. 

Mr. STEW ART : Before tho House adjourns 
I should like to say that the circumstances of 
this afternoon and evening have \:,een rather 
unfortunate--unfortunate upon both sides. The 
greate>t ,,ff,'nce that has been charged against 
members was an offence against the decorum of 
the Huuse. But what is the punishment that 
has been visited upon them for the offence, if it 
is one? The pumshment, I maintain, even if it 
is in accordance with the Standing Order, is 
altogether out of proportion--

The SPEAKER: Order! The ban. men1ber 
is altogether out of order. 

Mr. STEW ART: Following the line taken 
up by the leader of the Opposition, I would ask 
the Premier whether he has fully considered the 
gravity of the step he has taken this evening? 



Relieffor the [6 OcTOBER.] 

The S"PEAKER: Order ! By he permission 
of the House the leader of the 0 pposition was 
permitted t:l make a reference to the subject, 
ancl hi~ remarks were replied to by the Premier. 
Any further remarks in that direction will be 
out of orner. 

Mr. STEW ART : I think we are entitled to 
have snrne niRCil<"ion on the subject--

The SPEAKER: Order! Th,, hon. m em her 
is entirely out of order. The question is that 
the House do now adjourn. 

Question put and pa.qsed. 
The House adjourned at three minutes to 

10 o'clock. 

Aged Poor. 677 




