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WEDNESDAY, 23 JUNE, 1897. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 o'clock. 
THE QUEEN'S DIAMOND JUBILEE. 
The SPEAKER : I have to inform the House 

that the Presiding Chairman of the Legislative 
Council and myself presented to His Excellency 
the Governor the Addresa from the two Houses 
of Parliament to Her :Majesty the Queen, and 
that the Address will, in due course, be trans­
mitted to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
for presentation to Her Majesty. 

EARLY CLOSING BILL. 
On the motion of Mr. McDONNELL, it was 

resolved-
Th:tt the House will, on 'fhursday next, resolve itseil 

into a Committee of the Whole to consider the 
desirableness of introducing a Bill for limiting the 
hours of business in shops. 

LEA YE OF ABSENCE. 
On the motion of Mr. J!'RASER, it was 

resolved-
That leave of absence be granted for the whole of 

the present session to Mr. ~:I:acdonald-Paterson the 
senior member for Brisbane North. ' 

AUSTRALASIAN FEDEHATION 
ENABLING BILL. 

The ACTING PREMIER (Hon. Sir Horace 
Tozer) moved-

That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole to consider tbe desirable­
ness of int·roducing a Bill to enable Queensland lo take 
part in the framing, acceptance, and enactment of a 
Federal Constitution for Australasia. 

Mr. GLASSEY: My reason for calling "not 
formal" to this motion waR not for the purpose of 
blocking business, but in order to raise the ques­
tion with reli'ard to members having the fullest 
liberty poss1ble in discussing federal matters 
during their speeches on the Address in Reply, 
I am sure hon. members will recollect that during 
the discussion which took place last week it was 
disappointing when they found that you, Sir, in 
the discharge of your cluty--

The SPEAKER : The hon. member is now 
raising a question that should have been raised 
at the time I gave my ruling. He is not now in 
order in speaking to that question. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I am sure you will pardoil 
me for one moment. I merely say that hon. 
members were somewhat disappointed that they 
were not allowed to discuss more fully the ques­
tion of federation, which finds a large place in 
the Governor's Speech. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
is now transgressing our rules. On the question 
referred to I gave a certain ruling. If the hon. 
member objecied to that ruling, then was the 
time he should have taken exception to it; but 
he is now entirely out of order in questioning 
my ruling and in dealing with the matter ou this 
motion. 

Mr. GLASSEY: May I speak now? 
The SPEAKER: If the hon. member wishes 

to speak to this question he may do so, but he can 
proceed no further on the lines he has followed 
so far. 

Question put. 
Mr. GLASSEY: Mr. Spea.ker-
The SPEAKER : The hon, member has 

spoken. 
Mr. ANNEAR : I would respectfully submit 

that as the motion made by the Acting Premier 
the other day lapsed, this now becomes a new 
motion and now is the time, I think, if you will 
permit me to call attention to the ruling as laid 
down in" lYiay." 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member is 
thoroughly out of order. He cannot now raise 
the question of my ruling given on a previous 
day. 

Mr. AN NEAR: I respectfully submit that 
I was not doing so. As I have to follow the 
bou. member who last spoke on the Address in 
Reply, I do not want to come into collision with 
you. I wished to mention it so that it might 
clear the way a little later on. The Address in 
Reply was moved orior to this motion being 
made, and if you wiillook at "May"--

The SPEAKER : Does the hon. member 
question my ruling? 

Mr. ANNEAR: No, I do not. 
The SPEAKER : The hon. member appears 

to me to be doing so. 
Mr. McDON ALD : I think it was very wise 

to make this motion "not formal." I say it is 
most indecent on the part of the Government to 
ask leave to bring in any Bill already mentioned 
in the Governor's Speech before the debate on 
the Address in Reply is finished. They might 
give notice of all the Bills referred to in the 
Speech, and no member of this Assembly would 
be allowed to discuss those subjects during the 
debate on the Address in Reply. Perhaps the 
hon. gentleman had no intention of stopping 
discussion, but the fact of his having given notice 
of this Bill will have that effect, and it will be 
wise on the part of the Government to with­
draw this motion. It will only be a matter 
of a few days probably before the debate on 
the Address in Reply lS finished, and then the 
Government can go on with their motion. The 
hon. gentleman will see, on a moment's reflection, 
that thi~ course has the effect of blocking busi­
ness. Hon. members can laugh as much as they 
like. If they like to fall in with the errors of the 
Government, let them; but I think the hon. 
gentleman will find it very bard to find 8imilar 
ca"es. There is nothing specially laid down to 
prevent the hon. gentleman doing as he has done 
-he is quite within his rights-but it is not 
generally done. 

The ACTING PREMIER : In reply, I should 
like to say that this motion was not put by me 
on the paper with the view of restricting dis­
cussion in the slightest degree, any more than the 
motion in regard to the Local Government Bill. 
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It is put on the paper in order to avoid the 
necessity of adjourning three or four days after 
the debate on the Address in Reply is concluded, 
so that we can get to business. If hon. members 
will remember particularly the details of your 
ruling, they will see that there cannot be the 
slightest vossibility of any objection by the 
Speaker or this House to the question of federation 
being fully discussed upon tbe Address in l{eply. 
As far as I gather the r11ling went no further 
than to say that the details of a measure or a 
Bill dealing with the subject did not form matter 
for discussion ; but the whole aspect of Queens­
land in regard to federation in every possible 
way, not restricting it in any form, is without 
doubt a fit subject for discussion ou the 
Addre&• in Reply. I h:tve no doubt whatever 
that would be your ruling. However, I am sure 
that is the sense of the House, and that being so, 
if hon. mAmbers, getting from me the positive 
assurance that neither of these Bills was put on 
the paper with the object of restraining in the 
slightest degree the fullest and freest discussion 
of the subject in the debate on the Address in 
Reply, will n.llow this motion to go, I am sure 
the Speaker will gauge the sense of the House on 
the matter. I hope the most liberal construction 
will be put on the matter, so that when we get 
past the Address in Reply we may get to business 
in a practical form. 

Mr. BROWNE: I am prepared, and I think 
other hon. members are, to take the hon. gentle­
man's assurance that this was not put on the 
paper with the intention of blocking anyone from 
speaking on the subject during this discussion; 
at the same time, we know that when the hon. 
member for Kennedy was referring to the 
measure dealing with federation he was stopped. 
I agree with the leader o£ this party and other 
hon. members that if the effect of a motion for 
the introduction of a Bill is to close the mouths 
o£ hon. members, the best thing we can do is to 
r.,fuse to pass the motion, and discuss the thing 
fully on the Address in Reply. 

Question put and passed. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESUMPTION m' DEBATE. 

Mr. ANNEAR : I desire to make a few 
remarks upon the SpePch uf His Excellency the 
Governor, but before doing so I will refer to two 
or three matters which have taken place during 
the recess; and I feel sure I shall receive the 
indulgence of hon. members while I express my 
views on certain things that have been done with 
which I do not agree. The first is the two 
appointments that have been made to the 
Legislative Council. As hon. members are 
aware, those two gentlemen were selected from 
one district of the colony. I am a member 
belonging to a group of districts which contain 
one-eighth of the povulation and which return 
nine members to this Assembly, and yet the 
representation of those districts in the Legislative 
Council is one member. 

Mr. JACKSON: What about the North? 
Mr. ANNEAR : The hun. member is well 

n.ware that there are more members than one 
representing that part of the colony in the Upper 
Chamber. 

Mr. LEAHY : What about the 'V est? 
Mr. ANNEAR: As to the West, the hon. 

member will be well able to put forward that 
case, if he thinks that part of the colony has been 
overlooked, when the opportunity offers. But I 
do claim that it is not equitn.ble to the Wide Bay 
and Burnett district" that it should return nine 
members to this Assembly and have only one 
representative in the U pver House; and I trust 
that when the opportunity offers this oversight 
will be rectified. The next matter to which I 

wish to refer is the appointment of the Secretary 
for Agriculture. I am one of those who believe 
that the Minister administering a department of 
such importance to the colony should have a 
seat in this Chamber. At the time that Bill 
was passed I understood that when the Minister 
was appointed he would be a member of this 
House. But I recognise this fact: that the 
Devartment of ~\griculture is a new department 
in Queensland, and that it requires a person to 
initiate it who possesses considerable administra­
tive ability ; and I believe the Government made 
a good selection when they appointed the Hon. 
Mr. Thynne to be its first Ministerial head. I 
need not draw attention to what that gentleman 
has done and is doing, which, I feel assured, will 
be the means of establishing that department on 
a firm and proper basis. He has entered on his 
duties with great enthusin.sm, and will render a 
good account to the colony of his services in 
establishing it. But, apart from that, I do trust 
that when the department is prope•ly estab­
lished, and the time comes when a new Minister 
ha~ to he appointed, that Minister will be found 
in his proper place, where he will be answerable 
to the represerrtati ves of the people; and that is 
this Cham her. The next matter I will refer to 
is the appointment of the Hon. J. R. Dickson to 
the position of Secretary for Railways and Post· 
master-General. I think the House and the 
country will agree with me that in Mr. Dickson 
we have a gentleman fully qualified to ably per­
form the duties appertaining to those two offices; 
and I congratulate the Government and the 
country on the appointment. The hon. member 
for Fassifern was very ungenerous in his remarks 
the other day concerning this gentleman. He 
spoke of him as being responsible for the 
£10,000,000 loan. Many hon. members may not 
know it, but although that loan was passed by 
Parliament to carry out certain works, it was not 
all placed at one time on the money market. I 
think it was floated in four or five instalments. 
And what has been the result of obtaining that 
money? Railways have been extended all over 
the colony, public works have been constructed 
in every direction, and loans have been advanced 
to local authorities, and especially to water 
boards, which have been, by means of that money, 
able to furnish a. vast number of people with a 
good whnlesome supply of water. The £10,000,000 
loan, I believe, did what it was intended to do. 
Parliament decided what it was to be, and, in my 
opinion, thn.t money ha.s been properly appro· 
priated. There is one other little matter which 
I trust the Acting Treasurer will take into 
his consideration as soon as possible. I think 
the time has now arrived when a corn· 
petent engineer should be appointed as head 
of the Harbours and Rivers Department. 
That is a very important department, 
spending large sums of money at the different 
ports of the colony, and especially on the Bris­
bane River ; and the head of it is the port­
master. I say nothing whatever against that 
gentleman's capabilities with regard to the 
management of the ports, lighthouses, and other 
works appertaining to his office. But he is not 
an engineer, and I maintain that. for sucf> an 
important department the best q uahfied engmeer 
that can be obtained should be obtained at once. 
After making these remarks I come to the Speech 
delivered by the Governor, the. second par~gr:>ph 
of which refers to the completwn of the s1xt1eth 
year of Her Majesty's reign, and the acceptance 
of the invitation of the Imperial Government 
by the Premier to take an official part 
in the commemoration ceremonies in London. 
I &m Pure that no words are required from me to 
emvhasise that paragraph. The great demon: 
stration we saw in this city yesterday and the 
demonstrations which we saw by the papers this 



12 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

morning took place from one end of the colony 
to the other are an answer that the people are 
almoot unanimous in ratifying what is expressed 
in that paragraph. Queenslanders are a loyt>l 
people, and their loyalty was exhibited Y' ;;terclay 
in the city of Brisbane, and especially in South 
Brisbane and Fortitude V alley; al"' in that 
great electorate, the next in size to that of the 
city of Brisbaue-I mean Charterd Towers. 
\\! e saw by tho Courier this morning that 
15,000 persons assembled there yesterday to 
do honour to the greD,test monD,rch who has ever 
s»t on the British throne. Hon. members 
oppo;;ite believe in going to the people, D,nd I am 
confident that if they went to the people on this 
question they would find that an overwhelming 
majority-I believe 90 per cent. of the people of 
the colony-would rrttify the paragraph in the 
Governor's Speech to which I have referred. 

Mr. DuxsFORD : You are afraid to trust the 
people. 

Mr. ANNEAR : I am quite prepD,red to trusb 
the people D,C all times. Members who occupy 
se<1tr, in this House do so by the votes of the 
people. 

Mr. McDoNALD : Give them votes then. 
Mr. AN~EAR : I thank the hon. merr:ber for 

his interjection, and shall go into that matter by· 
D,nd-by. I think it will not be out of place if 
I, in my humble way, congratulate the Govern­
ment on the Premier going home to England to 
represent the colony. I also think the Govern­
ment are to be credited for the appointment of 
Sir Henry \Vylie Norman t>S Agent-General for 
the colony. It is the best appointment that 
could have been made, and I believe that the 
presence of Sir Henry m London as Agent­
General and the preoence of Sir Hugh Nelson 
there have been the means of bringing about the 
great success that attended the loan lately floated 
iu London. By thllt success the people of the 
colony will see that the credit of Queensland is 
good, especially in the hands of the present 
Government. 

Mr. DAWSON: What about the Attorney­
General? 

Mr. ANN:B;AR: The references to the At 
torney-General's going to Engl::tnd were, I think, 
sufficiently amwered by the Acting Premier. 

Mr. 'fURLEY: They were not answered at all. 
Mr. AN NEAR: I am not in the secret why 

the Attorney.Gencral went to England, bnt I 
am confident from what we have seen in the 
Press that wherever the Attorney-General may 
go, whatever he mav say, will be said in the 
interest of the colony: We know that he is an 
able man, one of the able men of Australia, and I 
believe that his going home will be the means of 
increasing hi> usefulness, and that when he comes 
back he will render still grea\er services to the 
colony than he has done in the past. I congratu­
late the Acting Premier, and I am snre that the 
people also congratulate him, on the mark of 
honour bestowed upon him by Her Most 
Gracious Majeety. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. AN}IEAR : \Vith perhaps one or two 

exceptions there is no member in this House who 
has known the hon. gentleman longer than I 
have. I knew him first in 1863, and I am sure 
that everyone who knows him will say that no 
harder worker or more competent man as a 
Minister has ever held office in Queensland. I 
am confident also that the hon. gentleman will 
carry his honour with gmce and dignity. I arn 
sure, too, that we are all pleased to know that a 
very distinguished colonist in the person of the 
Hon. J. R. Dickson has received a favour at the 
hands of Her Majesty. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ANNEAR : I congratulate the hon. 

entleman, and I am sure that everyone who 

knows him will be as pleased as I am at the 
honour bestowed upon him. I now com~ to the 
question of the meeting of the ~Federation Con­
vention in Adelaide. I do not regret for one 
moment that Queensland was not represented at 
that Convention. I am of the same opinion 
on th>tt matter as the Premier and >\.cting 
Premier, both of whom stated last session in this 
House that there was no "business" in it. In 
my opinion there is no "business" in it now. 
Queensland is the second largeet colony of the 
Australi~n group, nnd I believe we are the 
wealthiest. \Ve havo unbounded wealth, and 
all we want is an increase in our population. If 
instead of a population of 450,000 we could have 
5,000,000, in ten years Queensland would be one 
of the greatest countries in the world. Such 
being the case, I am of the same opinion with 
rec;;ard to federation as the leader of the Opposi­
tion in New South Wales, Thi]:r. Lyne. That 
gentleman stated that all the colonies were going 
in for federation because they believed they were 
going to benefit by it. Then, before we go in 
for federation it is the duty of every hon. mem­
ber to seriously ask himself will Queensland 
benefit by federation ? 

HOXOURABLE .\fE~IBERS : Certainly. Question. 
Mr. A}INEAR: If she will, then by all 

means enter into federation. But what did we 
read only a few days ago? The Chief ,Justice, 
Sir Samuel Griffith, whoisadmittedlythe greatest 
mind in Australia in connection with federation, 
in his last paper says that the difficulties in the 
way of fedemtion, eepecially the financial diffi­
culty, are almost insurmountable. Snch being 
the case, I think we shall do well to confine 
onrsel ves to the legislation passed by onr own 
Parliament. Let us not be led away by Tas­
mania, Western Australia, or any of the other 
eolonies. There is no busin<ss in the matter, 
and t.here is no business intended unless some 
benefit is to be derived from it. The words of 
the hon. member for Fassifern have great weight 
with me, and I am sure they have with other 
hon. members. He has had great experience, 
and he Rays that federation will ruin the agricul­
tural industry of Queensland. I agree with him 
in that. \Ve have esta.bli"hed a few manu­
facturing industries, and with the increase of 
population we will, I trust, establish more. 
\V e are well able to look after our own affairs. 
I wish to s9.y also that I, with other hon. mem­
bers on this side, paseed a Bill to send represen­
tatives to the Adelaide Convention on the same 
lines as representatives were sent br \Vest Aus­
tralia. I believe the representatiVes of that 
colony did very good work there, but hon. mem­
bers opposite say, "\Ve must havP a vote of the 
people." They tried a vote of the people in all 
the other colonies. In New South Wales those 
holding the same views as hon. members opposite 
were determined to have ten representatives to 
go to the Convention, and the result was they 
got none at all. 

Mr. DAWSON: That is not correct. 
Mr. ANNJ!~AR: In the whole Convention 

there was only one gentleman upholding almost 
the views of hon. members opposite, and his 
ideas have been greatly modified since he made 
a visit to Europe. I allude to Mr. Trenwith. 

Mr. McDONALD : Let us have an election 
here. \Ve do not object to an election. 

Mr. ANNEAR: Would we have received any 
benefit if we had spent .£7,000 or .£8,000 in an 
election, as hon. members opposite Wll<nted us 
to do? I say, "No." The money might as well 
have been dropped into the ocean. 

Mr. McDoXALD: That is your opinion. 
Mr. ANNEAR: \Ve are all entitled to ~ive 

our opinions in this Assembly, and no one gtves 
his opinion more freely than the hon. member 
who interjects. Then referring to his visit up 
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North, His Excellency says that he was well 
received wherever he went. If he had not been 
well received he would have been the first person 
who ever visited the Northern portion of the 
colony who had not. There is only one fault the 
Northerners have-they are too liberal altogether 
in their entertainments, The Speech goes 
on to refer to the progress of the gold­
mining industry, and to the exhibit of the 
Mines Department at the International Exhi­
bition. That exhibit is a credit to Queensland. 
I trust the Secretary for Mine,; will ask the 
House for a vote that will enable him to send it, 
if not to the Imperial Institute, to some other 
place in London where it can be equally well 
aeen, and after that I trust it will be sent to the 
Pa,ris Exhibition. In my opinion that exhibit 
will do ten times as much good as all the immi­
gration lecturers we can send from the colony. 

Mr. KING: Send the Mining Commission with 
it. 

Mr. ANNEAR: I should not object to doing 
that. I believe the Mining Commission is 
a very good one. I was going to n,£er to it later 
on, but I shall do so now, as it has been men­
tioned. I believe that when the commission brings 
in its report, that it and the evidence taken will 
prove of great advantage to Queensland. The 
Speech then refers to the appointment of immi­
gration lecturers. A good deal has been said 
about the gentlemen who have been sent 
home in that caracity. The first gentleman 
mentioned was Mr. Joseph Russell - an 
American by birth. I have known .Mr. Rus­
sell for many years, and a more competent 
man could not h:we been found to send 
to America. If he can induce twenty or 
thirty farmers from the western States of 
America to come to Queensland he will have 
well earned the small salary he is receiving. Mr. 
Randall we also know. He has done good work 
for this colony. Mr. Lyons I do not know much 
about, but from what we have read in the 
Cou1·ier he appears to be the right man in the 
right place. Hon. members have all read in the 
Courier that a certain gentleman-whom I do 
not know except by name-wrote to Reynolds' 
Newspaper abusing Queensland, and doing all he 
could to slander the fair name of thi;; colony. 

Mr. McMASTER : Although we are keeping 
him. 

:M:r. ANNEAR: Yes, although we are keep­
ing him. He is protected by living here or any­
where in the British Empire. It is the freest 
Empire under heaven, and if I was a citizen of 
the United States of America--if I lived under 
her flag, and earned my living there-I would 
be loyal to the Government, or I would leave the 
country. But this gentleman had hardly been 
here twenty-four hours when he wrote a letter to 
Reynolcls' Newspaper endea vonring in every way 
he could to detract from the good name of 
Queensland. Mr. Lyons answered him in a nwst 
masterly manner. He wrote a m~st able letter 
to the London papers, and if he did nothing else 
than write that letter, upholding the gooJ name 

. and fame of this colony, he would have earned 
his salary. The Acting Premier has satiBfied the 
House that Mr. Finucane is also doing good 
work in introducing our meat into the different 
markets of the world. Then there is a paragraph 
in the Speech which I do not believe in, and I 
trust the Secretary for Lands will seriously con­
sirier before he proposes to repurchase any more 
land on the Darling Downs, as the Government 
seem to intend doing. 

Mr. W. THOI\N: All the land which has been 
purchased on the Downs has been taken np. 

Mr. ANNEAR : I heard the hon. member for 
Burnett address a meeting a few weeks ago, 
and he stated that there were something like 

4, 000,000 acres of good agricultural land along­
side a railway, or within twenty miles of a 
railway, which belongs to the Crown. 

Mr. \V, THORN : ·where? 
Mr. A~NEAR : In the Burnett district, fn>m 

\Voowoonga to Gayndah, and 011 Rawbelle, 
Coonmnble, Oakwuod, Ideraway, and at Eids­
vold, and different stations which the hon. mem­
ber for Bnrnett will be able to tell the hon. 
member better than I can. \V e are constructing 
railways to that district, and it is time for the 
Government to cry "Halt !" ll.nd try to settle 't 
population on th,JSe lands before it purchases any 
morfJ lai>d on the Darling Downs. One hon. 
member said the Government had sold all they 
had purchased, but that was the first time I had 
heard it; and while we have all the land referred 
to by the hon. member for Burnett I do not see 
why we should purchase any private estates. 
Hon. members will have seen that since last ses­
sion the agricultural college at Gatton has been 
placed upon a firm and lasting basis, and that a 
conference was held there, which was attended 
by men from all parts of the colony, who were 
well versed in agricultural pursuits. I am sure 
this college will prove a great and lasting benefit 
to Queensland. I think the hon. member for 
Bundaberg will bear me out when I state that in 
the United States, where there is a population 
of between 60,000,000 and G5,000,000, there is 
only one principal college, and that is at 'Wash­
ington, and from there young men graduate and 
arc sent out as experts throughout the Union. I 
feel sure that the education that will be given at 
this college will be a great advantage to the 
ri.oing generation here. Farming is a ll!o~t 
honourable occupation for anyone, because 1t rs 
the means of producing that npon whkh we all 
live. The Speech goes on to state that the 
Government are impressed with the wisdom 
of constructing light lines of rail way to crm­
nect some of the more important districts 
with the main lines, and they hope soon to 
be in a position to submit some propo;,als con­
cerning their construction. I hope the Govern­
ment will seriously consider what main lines 
they are going to extend. A great deal of 
aitention has been paid to the three main trunk 
lines in this colony-the lines to Cunnamnlla, 
from Rockhampton to Longreach, and from 
Townsville towards \Vinton-and a great deal of 
money has been spent upon them. There is a 
main trunk line in the district of which I am 
one of the representatives; but it has only 
been extended forty-five miles. Hon. members 
will admit that they are returned by majorities 
in their different dist-ricts, and what are they 
returned for but to carry out the wishes of the 
majority? The wish of the majority in my 
district, and in the \Vide Bay and Burnett 
districts, is to have this line extended from 
\Voowoonga Scrub to Gayndah, and out west­
ward, and I would like to tell the Secretary 
for Railways that we think we have beon very 
badly treated in this matter. A permanent 
survey was completed over two months ago, and 
the Secretary for Railways assured me th.ot in 
three weeks' time the Commissioner would go over 
the thirty-five miles which has been surveved, ar,d 
report to the Government as to the desirability 
of the construction of the line. Up to the 
present that promise has not been fulfilled. 
\Vhen I received that assurance I wrote at once 
to the secretary of the Railway Exter.sion 
c\.ssociation in Maryborough, who as"ked me a 
±ew days ago why the promise made had not 
been attempted to be carried out, and I trust 
that the Minister will see the necessity of 
p1·oceeding with this main line before he asks the 
Honse to vote large sums of money to extend the 
others. The expression "light lines to connect 
some of the more important districts with main 



74 Add1•ess in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

lines" might lead some hon. members to believe 
that we are paying an enormous cost for our rail­
ways, but I will state without the least fear of 
contradiction that for the last three years we have 
been constructing ra1l ways here cheaper than in 
any country in the world. I will give two 
instances. Hon. members are aware that a 
great depression existed in some parts of Ireland 
a few years ago, and the Government of which 
the !light Hon. Mr. Balfour was a member 
asked Parliament to vote £3,000,000 to construct 
light railways there. Those linPs, which are 
3-feet guage, have been in course of construction 
since, and they are costing £5,000 per mile. In 
Belgium they h•we a 3 feet gauge, and 50 lb. rails, 
and although labour is a great deal cheaper there 
than it is here, those railways cost £2,500 per 
mile. But I would point out that the line from 
Charleville towards Cunnamulla, including a 
large bridge over the Angellala River, with 
squared sleepers of the best timber and 41-lb. 
rails, is costing, for construction and permanent 
way, £1,700 per mile. Mr. Wilcock's tender for 
the sixty miles of line was £60,000, and the per­
manent way and supervision are costing £700 
per mile. We may not be able to let contracts 
as cheap as that again, although I believe the 
extension from Hughenden towards Winton is 
costing the same amount. What is the nse of 
talking about the construction of light railways 
when we can have permanent lines constructed 
for £1,700 per mile? 

Mr. CHATAWAY: In regard to Belgium, you 
have added the cost of the rolling-stock. 

Mr. ANI\ EAR: I say the construction and 
the permanent way alone cost £2,500 per mile. 
We have had light lines constructed before. 
\V e have to get lighter engines and rolling Rtock, 
and b8fore the line has been working three 
months the traffic manager says he wants 
to t";ke up certain machinery or bring down 
certam timber, and the light line is found 
tu be no good at all, and has to be recon­
structed to meet the requirements of trade, 
as we have had to do already. Reference 
is made in the Speech to the evils arising 
from the presence of a migratory Asiatic popu­
lation, and I need not dwell long on this 
subject, as I entirely agree with the remarks 
made upon it by the hen. member for Croydon. 
I trust the Government will do all in their 
power to prev~nt any influx of Japanese and 
Chinese to our colony. We do not want the 
Japanese; we can do very well without them. 
Tl1e Gove~·nment are to be congratulated upon 
the appomtment of the Lands Commissiun 
which has been travelling from one end of thi~ 
colony to the other during the past few months. 
They made a splendid selection when they 
appointed the bon. member for Toowoomba 
Mr. Groom, to be the chairman of that corn: 
mission. No man in this colony has done 
more to settle people upon the land than that 
hen. gentleman. l can remember when he had 
to stand in this House almost alone to fight the 
battle of land settlement. I also approve very 
highly of the gentlemen appointed to that com­
mission under the chairmanship of Mr. Groom. 
I feel sure they will have done good and lasting 
work, and their report will, I trust, assist to 
simplify the taking up of land, because at 
present a man desiring to select land needs to 
take a lawyer with him to the Lands Office to 
enable him to understand the conditions of settle­
ment. .With so many difficultie~ in the way it is 
a surpnse to me to find so many people settling 
on the land. 

JYfr. GLASSEY : Do you think that four mem­
bers appointed from one side and only one from 
the other is right? 

Mr. ANNEAR: I believe you could get four 
members from either side of the House to go and 

do what is right, but what they have done, and 
what the members of the Mining· Commission 
have done, will come up for the review and 
criticism of Parliament when their reports are 
presented to this Chamber. \V e are informed 
that a measure of local government is being pre­
pared and will be submitted to the House. I trust 
that Bill will have a chance to pass this session. 
I know that the local authorities are demanding 
such a measure, because there are a great many 
anomalies existing in the present local govern­
ment Acts. We are also promised a measure to 
effect further reforms in the registration of 
voters. I do not know what reforms the 
Government can introduce in the registration of 
electors. I have stated before in this House that 
in my opinion we have the most liberal franchise 
of any country in the world. A man of the age 
of twenty-one years is entitled after six months' 
residence in the colony to have his name placed 
on an eleutoral roll. 

Mr. KEOGH: And it takes a Philadelphia 
lawyer to fill up the form. 

Mr. ANNEAR : I agree with the hon. mem­
ber that the form of application could be simpli­
fied. It is \ery difficult to understand, and I 
doubt whether any twenty members in this 
House could be got who couid at the first time 
fill up that form in a correct manner. 

Mr. MoDoNALD: The Attorney-General made 
a mistake in it. 

Mr. ANNEAR : A man has to be resident 
for three years in the great Republic of America 
before he can claim the rights of citizenship, and 
it tall:es him six months ltfter that to become a 
citizen. Altogether, we may say it takes him 
about four years before he can get his name on 
the electoral roll there. I do not know whether 
the Transvaal, presided over by President 
Kruger, would suit the hen. member for Flinders, 
but I can tell him that a man must be resident 
there for twelve years before he is entitled to a 
vote. I ask hon. members to make these two 
comparisons, to compare them with the facilities 
given here to have une's name placed on an 
electoral roll. I notice that a Bill is promised 
in the Speech to provide for conciliation and 
arbitration in the settlement of industrial dis­
putes. That is a very old friend indeed, and 
I may say that no Conciliation Bill that is 
not made compulsory will have any effect at all. 
There are Bills promised to relieve people cross­
ing the Victoria Bridge and the Lamington 
Bridge at Maryborough. I trust the 3-overn­
ment will not long delay the introduction of 
those Bills, because the present tolls on those 
brirlges are an almost unbearable burden upon 
the people. Many hon. members have referred 
to the length of thE' Speech, but I do not think 
the Address from His Excellency could be much 
briefer than it is. I believe a lengthy Speech 
was necessary to give in detail the work the 
Government intends to proceed with. I trust 
the several measures foreshadowed here will 
receive the serious attention of this House, and 
will become law. Before I sit down I again 
impress upon the Secretary for Railways the 
utmost necessity for extending the main line of 
railway from Maryborough to Gayndah.- I must 
thank hon. members for the patient hearing they 
have given me. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : I think this is the third 
time an attempt has been made to get a snatch 
vote upon the Address in Reply. I certainly 
have heard hen. members on the other side 
express a desire to speak, and there are those "n 
this side who also have something to say, bnt 
hon. members apparently are not willing to 
speak at this stage. The hen. member, Mr. 
An near, has been listened to with pleasure this 
afternoon, as he always is, because he always 
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peaks in a good-tempered manner, and he gene­
rally has something to epeak about which is of 
interest. But I certainly must take excep­
tion to one or two of his remarks. The hon. 
m em her belongs to the ultra loyal section 
of the community, and takes every oppor­
tunity of giving lip evidence of his loyalty. 
It does not necPssarily follow, although the hon. 
member evidently thinks it does, that because 
we take advantage of a fine day, dress in our 
finest, go out and listen to the music, and witness 
displays of fireworks, that we are therefore 
loyalists in the sense which the hon. member 
means. 

Mr. McMASTER : What about the Exhibition 
hst Sunday? 

Mr. DUNSFORD: I will tell the hon. mem­
ber something about the Exhibition yesterday. 
The hon. member, as mayor of the city, gave 
a picnic to the children yesterday, and I have 
he!trd complaints about the small amount of 
food he supplied them with ; one bun and 
one small sandwich, with more mustard than 
meat. The hon. member ought to be ashamed 
of himself. 

Mr. McMASTER: The children know better. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: Well, I was saying that 
it does not necessarily follow that because people 
turn out and enjoy themselves on a holiday that 
they are therefore as loyal as the hon. member 
for Maryborough thinks. I believe he said they 
rallied ronnd the flag. It appears to me that the 
ladies came out to dh;play their own colours 
and not so much to rally round the flag, 
and the children came out because there was 
something to see, and better etill, in their 
opinion, because there was SO!r>ething to eat. 
The hon. member for Maryborough takes this 
as a universal display of loyalty. I believe that 
some of the leading citizens were not only full of 
loyalty but full of liquor. Is that also to be 
taken as a proof of their loyalty ? I believe on 
one occasion yesterday an hon. gentleman who 
l~>gislates for this country, when it came to his 
turn to strike up "God save the Queen" struck 
up "Fur she's a jolly good fellow." 

Mr. 1\IcMASTEit: Your never heard any such 
thing. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : The Mayor of Brisbane 
is not so rlignified as he might be. I do not 
know whether he is disappointed that he has not 
been made a K.C.M.G. When the hon. gentle­
man assnmes more dignity there may b<' a better 
show for him getting knighted. The hon. mem­
ber for Maryborough said that there was a 
unanimous desire on the part of the people that 
they should be represented at home by the 
Premier. I want to know where that unanimous 
desire found voice, and how it was voiced. Perhaps 
the hon. member means by the people the ''we" of 
this House. I know the Premier always ::osserted 
that the representatives of this House were the 
people. I Jbject to the statement that the 
Premier represents the people at home. He 
was never desired by the people to go home on 
such a mission, and I certainly believe the 
verdict of the people would be against the visit 
of the Attorney-General. If there is any ex­
pense attached to his visit I shall certainly try 
and prevent the vote from passing; because it is 
unfair that the taxpayers should have any such 
demands thrust upon them. I will turn now to 
the Address in Reply. Many hon. members have 
taken the Speech paragrdph by paragraph, and at 
this stag~ perhaps there may be very little new to 
say. The Acting Premier referred to the former 
portion of the Speech as the " narrative " por­
tion, and the hon. member for Croyodon, in his 

humorous way, described the latter portion of 
the programme as "old friends." \Vel!, I desire 
to refer to the latter portion as the dry·bones 
of political promises, and the former part as the 
shroud in which they are wrapped; a shroud 
composed of regs of rhapsody. The Go­
vernment are continually trotting out these 
measures with which we are so familiar, 
and which we know it is not their inten­
tion to pass. It puts me very much in mind 
of the system which prevails in Madagascar. 
\Vhen any leading men of the village die their 
bodies are wrapped in silk and cotton cloths, 
and placed on shelves in vaults, and on the 
anniversary of their deaths the bones are turned 
and covered with fre.sh cloths. That is what the 
Government have done here; and I think it is 
time they had a jubilee funeral of these bones 
and started afresh. They might give us ::>little 
direct taxation in the shape of a ]and and income 
tax, also the referendum and other up-to-date 
legislation that would meet with the approval of 
the people. I notice there are seven Bills promi­
nently noticed in the Speech by special para 
graphs. Strange to say, there were seven which 
received special prominence in the same way last 
year, and only two of them--the Tick Bill and 
the Tariff Bill-became Jaw. Last year there 
were twelve other measures mentioned; this 
year there are seventeen others. \Vhen we 
remember that measures are continually trotted 
out and shelved year after year, that only 
eight measures out of the nineteen promised last 
year became law, and that three-fourths of the 
measures which became law last year were not 
even hinted at in the Governor's Speech, we 
cannot accept this as the programme of the 
Government for the present session. It is time 
the Governor's Speech was a true programme of 
the work of the session, and the House should 
consider itself under an oblig::otion to pass the 
Bills mentwned in the Speech. The Govern­
ment have no excuse for not doing so. They 
have their majority, and they have command of 
the other place. 'fhere is another aspect of the 
question. Within the last month of last session 
there were no less than nine measures rushed 
upon this House; and when measures are sent 
hurriedly at the end of a session to the other 
House, which exists for the purpose of prevent 
ing hasty legislation, they have to be passed and 
returned to this House in a hurried manner. 
Are the Governmentgoingtocontinuethatpolicy? 
Are they going to waste time again at the 
beginning of the session, and rush business on in 
such a hasty manner at the tail end of the 
session as to prevent fair consideration of the 
matters brought forward? It is just as well to 
take a stand early in the session, and under­
stand whether the Labour people are to be blamed 
for the prevention of business or for all the talk, 
or whether the other side are going to take on 
their shoulders the responsibility of bringing 
legislation forward in a decent manner, fore­
shadowing everything possible in the Governor's 
Speech, and giving thi.s House-also that other 
place-ample time for the proper consideration 
of all the Bills brought forward ? Mr. Speaker, 
I think it is indecent, while a member is address­
ing the House, to have your ear-l am supposed 
to have your ear, but I fail to see how I can do 
so while members are talking to you in a semi­
loud voice. 

The SPEAKER: It is usual for hon. members 
to consult the Chair on matters pertaining to the 
business of the House while an hon. member is 
speaking. I must object to the way the hon. 
gentleman alludes to hon. members coming to 
speak to me. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : I took it as a personal 
insult to myself. 
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Mr. BELL : I rise to a point of order. I beg 
to ask YliU whether, in accordance with Hou~e of 
Commons etiquettE>, I was not doing that which 
was entirely becomirg any member in consulting 
you. 

The SPEAKER: As I have already intimated, 
I think it is sufficient to point out that it is 
customary for members of the House to consult 
the Speaker on any business they have whilst an 
hrm. member is addressing the Chair. 

Mr. DUNS:B'OitD: It seems to me that it is 
impossible for you to know whether I am in 
order or not, whether I am addressing myself to 
the "ubject or not, if I have not your ea.r; and I 
hope the hon. member will display a little more 
decency in future. 

The SPEAKER : Orcler! The hon. member is 
not right in accusing an hon. member of 
indecency when I have ruled that he is in no 
way transgr~-.sing. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : I know that no hon. 
member on this side would do snch a thing If 
that hon. gentleman were addussing the House. 
I wrrs saying that it was not hir to bring fm·ward 
legislation in such '" hurried manner at the tail 
end of the ses,ion, putting through batches of 
eight, ten, or twelvb Bills, and expecting them 
!Jack from the other House on the same evening, 
a' has been the c.:tse in other sessions. I well 
remember one hon. gentleman in the other place 
stating at a show that he was tired. It seems 
that he had cause to complain of overwork. 
Through this rushing of measures, he had been 
compelled to sit after dinner, and I think that of 
itself should be one reason why we should try 
to distribute the measures ovel' the session in a 
businc os-like manner, and not keep so many till 
the tail end as we have seen them kept hitherto. 
As I before said, 2!\ per cent. of the legislation 
which has he·•n passed in this House has never 
been fore"hadowecl in the Governor's Speech, 
and at least three-fourths of It has been intro­
duced within the last few weeks of the session, 
thus preventing anything like reasonable con­
sideration either in this House or the other. In 
the Speech the Govemor mentions his visit 
North, but I cannot gather from it that he 
visited any of the mining centres. At any rate, 
if he did he is silent as to their existence. It 
appPars to me that, considering the Northern 
part of the colony is essentially a mining 
country, and that the greatest portion of 
the welfare of the inhabitantg there is con­
nected with the mining of gold and other 
metals and minerals, the Governor should never, 
if he wishes to advertise the colony in any 
way, ignore in any statement he may make 
Rbout any vi~it North so completely the mining 
industry. If he does he will lead people who do 
not know the facts so well as we do, to believe 
that there is no ;;uch industry in North Queens­
land. While on this I may point out that the 
Acting Agent-General, l'Yir. Dicken-and he 
ought to know better-has not even mentioned 
the mining industry in his report for 18U6, which 
ha' just been issued. You find in it page after 
page giving a full account of the different markets 
of the world for meat, arrowroot, butter, tinned 
fruit, timber, india,rubber, fibres, rye, ginger, 
and almost everything else, but no mention is 
made of the great gold industry. And when we 
know that the mining industry is at present, and 
i< likely to be in the future, the backbone of the 
colony's industries, it certainly is as well deserv­
ing of mention as any other of our producing 
industries. Of what use is it for the Agent­
General to tell us arout markets for butter 
when we cr1nnot &upply our own markets, or 
for tinned fruit' when we hr1ve to send to 
America and other parts of the world for the 
fruits we consume. And l\'[r, Dicken, who was 

many years in the North in the service of the 
Government, knows something of this great 
industry, and ought to be in a position to 
tell the peoplQ of Great Britain something 
about it. The Governor goes on to say he "is 
pleased to be able to congratulate the colony on 
the measure of prosperity it has enjoyed during 
the past year, and upon the indications which 
are everywhere manifested of an awakened spirit 
of enterprise and self-reliant industry"; and 
then a little further on he contradicts this by 
saying that "by reason of the exceptional nature 
of the circumstances at vresent injuriously 
affecting the main industnes of this colony, 
labourers will find increased difficulty in obtain­
ing employment." If those two ~tatements 
are not contradictory I do not know what are. 
The Government are endeavouring to bring 
immigrants into the colony. If they tell those 
whom they wish to bring ou that there is not 
likely to be employment for our own people in 
the future, it will certainly not tend to attract 
them here. As a representathce of a mining 
constituency, it becomes my duty to say a word 
or two about that industry, and I do it with a 
great amount of pleasure. Following the lead of 
other members I must say that the Secretary for 
Mines and the Mines Department are worthy of 
a little congratulation on the manner in which 
they have arranged the exhibition of minerals 
displayed at the International Exhibition. 
Certainly I am afraid that the result will hardly 
be worth the labour, as the Exhibition is pretty 
well a frost, and the people who scrape up their 
shillings to visit it are not likely to put their 
pounds-and pounds are necessary when you go 
into speculation-into the mining industry. Be 
that as it may, these exhibits will probably come 
in useful for other exhibitions in other parts of 
the world. It is s~ttisfactory to fi_nd that the 
mine-owners throughout the colony have re· 
sponded so liberally. The Charters Towers 
mine-owners have given the department at least 
10 cwt. of stone each, to say nothing of specimens 
and other things, and as that stone probably goes 
from 1 oz. to 10 oz. per ton, you will see that 
E)ven from a pecuniary point of view this has 
been a gift worthy of the mine-owners of the 
colony. Some mention has been made of the 
Mining Commission. I shall not refer to thab 
matter now because we hav<> not yet had the 
report of their labours. \Vhen we do have it, and 
the promised future legislation based upon it, we 
shall have an opportunity of more fully inquiring 
into these matters. But it appears to me that it 
is just as well, even at this early stage, to say a 
word or two on the probable systems which may 
be adopted in trying to assist the industry. It 
strikes me that we shall have to consider in onr 
future legislation the advisableness of legislating 
to induce outside capitalists to come in and work 
our mines, or by some direct State assistance to 
enable the miners within the colony to work and 
own onr mines. These are the two alternatives­
whether we shall encourage absenteeism in the 
ownership of our mines, or State Socialism in 
connection with them by direct State assistance, :ts 
is now beingdoneinN ew South WalesandVictoria, 
I was very pleased to notice that in Victoria 
lately they have offered a very large reward for 
the discovery of some efficient system of ventila­
tion of mines, and J; hope our Government will 
take a leaf out of their book in this direction. At 
se;·eral places in Queensland the mines are getting 
very deep, and the deeper they get the more 
difficult it is to ventilate them in anything like 
an efficient manner. I know that in some of the 
mines on Charters Towers the miners suffer 
greatly from insufficient ventilation. If the Go 
vernment, by offering a reward, could find out 
some better system of ventilation than we 
h:we adopted in the colonies, or than is 
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known at the present, they would do some 
good, not only to the miners, liut also to the mine­
owners, because if a man suffers from insufficient 
ventilation he cannot do anything like a satis­
factory dny's work, and that means a direct loss 
to the mine-owner. In New South \Vales they 
have formed what is called a prospecting board, 
and the Government have granted them some· 
thing like £40,000 for the furtherance of the 
objects for which they have been appointed. The 
board grant loans direct to applicants for the 
erection of crushing and testing batteries, for 
putting down test bores, and for shaft-sinking. 
Last year they had at their disposal £25,000. 
The number of applications for the year amounted 
to 1,901, and out of these 523 were granted. 
Loans are not granted in any haphazard fashion, 
but it is the duty of the board to inquire into eacb 
application and deal with them all on theirnwrits. 
I have here a list of all the aJJplicathns received, 
but shall not inflict it on the House, aho a list of 
cases in which people have been successful in 
obtaining large yields of gold. It is stated that 
the Star Lead at Gulgong was lost for many 
years, but that by means of the money granted 
by this board the lead was rP-discovered, and 
that extensive machinery has now been erected 
at the mine. There are also a number of other 
cases where applicants have been successful, and 
in some localities villages are springing up as a 
reeult of the assistance afforded. Applications 
for test batteries in districts where batteries are 
already provided have been refused, and 
very properly so, but assistance has been 
given to sink shafts in a number of places, and 
to put down twenty-eight bores for alluvial 
gold. 'l'here are any number of districts in 
Queensland where, if test batteries were pro­
vided, people would go out and earn an honest 
living and something more. \Ve very often have 
the question put to us as to whether the mininoo 
industry is worth bolstering up, and whether it 
is a payable industry ? l read an article in the 
Sydney Bnlletin recently in which it was stated 
that it was not a payable industry-that it cost 
from £5 to £6 for every ounce of gold prodncecl 
in Australia. That certainly does not apply to 
Queensland, for in vV eedon's "Queensland, Past 
and Present," we find that the value of gold 
raised amounted in 1890 to £180 per head for 
each miner, including carters and others directly 
engaged in the industry. In some cases the 
amount was as low as £140 per head, hut on 
t~e whole we have a return of over £3 per 
week for each man directly engaged, which 
proves that as far as Queensland is concerned 
mining is a payable industry. The returns for 
minets only show that the value was £300 per 
head. On Charters Towers for the first five 
months of this year the dividends paid amounted 
to £96, 78H, while the calls only amounted 
to £37,842, leaving [t surplus in favour of divi­
dends of £58,944, which proves that the industry 
there is in a very satisfactory state, and I firmly 
believe that there are other fields in Queensland, 
such as the Etheridge, \Voolgar, Rodgkinson, 
Palmer, and Croydon, which will turn out as good 
as Charters Towers, if not better. Such being th<: 
case, it is the duty of the Government to wake 
up and put a little more spiritintothatindustrv. 
\Ve have the sugar industry bolstered up, and 
we have rabbit fencing, Rabbit Acts, and rabbit 
boards provided for the squatters. \V e have, in 
fact, SJ?C?ial !egislation for every industry except 
the nnnmg mdustry, and I hope the Mining 
Commission will lead to a litHe more assistance 
being given to that than has been given to it 
hitherto. \V e are told in the Speech that 
reasonable ineans have been taken to place the 
advantages of immigration to Queensland promi­
nently before the populations of ]~uropean 
countries and people of European descent, Let 

us see wbat the Government have been doing in 
this connection. The Acting Agent-General, 
Mr. Dicken, says-

It wHl be remembered that during the continuance 
of free and assisted emigration a gl'eat number of agents 
were at work collecting peOl)le for the c0lony. Many of 
them 'vere exceptionally active and 'vere highly thought 
of by Mr. Randall, who was eonsL~ntly visiting them. I 
therefore reappointed the be.st of these loeal ng\'nts. 

Even those who are in favour of immigration will 
want to know whet her the money voted year by 
year for that purpose has been wisely expended, 
and whether the expenditure is likely to lead to 
good results. Let us then see what the Acting 
Agent-General •,ays as to what hope we have of 
attracting people from Great Britain to this 
colony. 'Vhen speaking of the small number of 
immigrants sent out to Queensland, he says :-

The real reason, I believe, iis the general conte11t.­
ment of the farming class, owing to the lately improved 
conditions. The J{elfast agent snys that at pr,,~ent. 
agriculiul'ists are as well off at hor11c ns they would 
be in any part of the world. and that emigration from 
counties Antrim and Down has almost ceased. 
'l'his bears out the statement made last yeo.r by 
the hon. member for Burke that veople in Great 
Britain were better off than they were in the.,e 
colonies. If we take into comiclemtion tbe fact 
that in the old country they have more re,;ular 
work, and that they have not to pursue the 
nomadic life which the large majority of people 
here have to do, we must come to the same con­
clusion as the hon. memLer fur Burke-that 
people are better off in Great Britain and should 
not be trapped, or induced to come here by 
specious arguments. The Belfhst agent goes on 
to say--

" There is not likely to be much, if any, increase of 
emigration, with a declining population and plenty of 
w01k and good ">tgh at home.'' The Shre,vsbury 
agent say~ that last yeat· has been the worst for emigrn~ 
tion he has known since he began bnsine~s in 11.;79. 
Enqu'tries are quite a thinJ of the pa~t. He has not 
had a sin:.:'lC answer to his adverti.~ements, and the 
farmers ai·e doing so well that they have no need to 
move. He says-'' At the present moment there is not 
a vacant farm in Shropshire, and the dt,mand for hold­
ings up to 3tl0 acres i·,; unprecedented; in many case ~in­
crca~ed rent being rai<l aboYc what waspuid by the out~ 
going tenant." ::uessrs. Fleming ~end Haxton, of Dundee, 
sav-" 'l'he abnormally high wage~ which for the past, 
tllTee } ears have been paid to- farm servants in t.his 
country, higher, in some instances, tllan the maximun1 
paicl in Queensland, and work lrq:; intm rnittcnt, ph .. -
vents much movement in that cla:-:os. Sm.~~n farmers 
are diflicult to move.'J 
'Vhen hon. members on this side shted that 
wages were lower here th.1n farn1 labourer were 
receiving in the old couutry we were held up to 
ridicule, but here ane our paid agents reporting 
to the same effect. Then we are given another 
reason why immigrants do not conJe here. I do 
not know whether the Ageut-Gtcneml recr gnises 
it as a reason, but I think hon. members of this 
House will recognise it as such. The report 
states that Mr. Benjamin J ones, who it will be 
remembered was one of the co-operative dele­
gates who visited AustrBlia last year, has 
been writing to the newspapers in England 
in reference to Queensland. He say.J that 
the general idea prevdent in England is tlu.t 
it is not a suitable country for w bite people, 
but that that beiief is entirely erroneous, 
and the Agent- Geneml gives publicity 
to his Jotters because he acknowledges that thPre 
is a general it!ea in Great Bribin that Queens­
laud is not a suitc>ble place to come to. How has 
that idl'.'1 come about'! By the publication by 
wembers of this House and by the Government 
of lying statements about this colony. \Vh~n 
1fiss Shaw went home she gave a lecture, m 
which she said that Queensland was not fit for 
white men to live iu-especirJly the Northern 
part of it. What cl id the Government do? 
They distdbuted 25,000 copies of the pamphlet 
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broadcast over Great Britain and other parts of 
the world at the cost of the taxpayers of Queens­
land, thereby telling people that Queensland was 
not fit for white men, and that they should not 
come here. Then after holding out the red flag 
of danger, and telling everyone that this country 
is only fit for nigger•, and after doing their best 
to induce servile labour to come here, they now 
publish tlw statement of JI.J r. J ones that the 
colony is not so bad after :1-ll-that white men 
can live here-that he has been here, and bas 
gone home again quite happy and lusty. If we 
hope to get any large number of British people 
to come to Queensland, we shall have to do 
something more than pay agents. Tbey will 
certainly draw their salaries, but we shall find 
them reporting that there are no applications, as 
has been the case in this report. Tbere are a 
number of other statements backing up what I 
have read, but I shall not inflict them on the 
House. I do not know that there is anything 
else I care to speak about except a few' words 
with reference to the proposed Local Govern­
ment Bill, and alao the RegistratiOn Bill for 
electors. Speaking of the Local Government 
Bill, the local authorities have held con­
ference~ in different parts of the North, and they 
bave sent to members of this House and to the 
Government some wise suggestions, and I hope 
that when the Bill iB introduced the;e sugges­
tions will be taken into consideration, because 
some of them are well worth consideration. 
Then there is to be a Bill dealing with the 
inspection of meat. This power is to be taken 
out of the hands of the local authorities. 
During the last few months the Municipal 
Council of Charters Towers has led the way in 
the North by appointing an inspector of meat. 
The health of the population demands that this 
legislation should be hurried forward. It seems 
ab~urd that we should have inspectors to see 
that no bad meat goes out of the country, 
while we allow our own people to consume 
dangerous meat. If we are afraid of injuring 
the health of other people, certainly we should 
look after the health of our own family. 
\Ve are also promised a Bill to provide water in 
order to induce people to settle on our lands. 
\Vhen the h(m. member for Balonne was speak­
ing I interjected that this promise was another 
slice of State socialism, and it is just a~ well to 
recognise it as such. If the Government does 
induce close settlement by means of artesian 
bores, it will be doing a very good work. Up to 
the present the Government has put down a 
number of bores of an experimental nature. 
That is to say, it has sunk them in different parts 
of the colony-going ahead, as it were, of the 
selector~ in order to show them where water may 
be obtamed-so that these bores may be deemed 
to be of an experimental nature. A great amount 
of good has been done in this way, but I am 
given to understand that the administration of 
these Government bores has not ,_]ways been of 
a wise nature-that very often they bave been 
handed over at no'?inal rentals to syndicates, 
and that these syndwates have used them not in 
the interests of the public-and, being 1mblic 
bore.s, one would think they would be used in 
the mterests of the public-but they have been 
used solely in the interests of those who have 
monopolised them, so that administration has a 
lot to do with it. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR Pt:BLIC LANDS : Where 
was that? 

Mr. DUNSFORD: I read an article--I think 
it was in the paper of the senior member for 
Toowoomba-in a To,Jwoomba paper any­
way-which gave a list of these bor~s, and 
the names of those to whom they were 
rented, and to me the rent seemed very small. 
It seems to me that some parties have received 

favouritism. I may be wrong, but the Secretary 
for Lands, who is well postea up in this matter, 
will be able to correct me. 

The SECRETARY 1<'01\ PuBLIC LANDS : The 
matter was not then in my department. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: Then it may be informa­
tion for the hon. gentleman, and I am glad to be 
able to give it. The bores mentioned here will 
be in his departrr.ent, which I hope will be better 
administered than in the past. 

Mr. l3ARTHOLOMEW : I take this oppor­
tunity of extending the sympathy of all young 
Queenslanders to Sir Horace Tozer upon his 
recent bereavement. His late son was a strong 
and real good-hearted young man, and one who 
could be ill-spared in a young colony like 
Queensland. In refere.nce to the Address in 
Reply, it has been received by the House in a 
very cordial way, and, taking hon. members all 
round, they have treated it very fairly. The 
first paragraph that attracts the oye is that 
relating to federation. vV e heve heard a great 
deal as to the advantages of federation in the 
Press and elsewhere, but very little has been 
said as to its drawbacks; and I hope that when 
the Bill comes before the House those draw­
bP,cks will be noticed as well as the advantages. 
I do not think our great exports such as wool, 
gold, tallow, ment, etc., will benefit one iota; 
but I am afraid our home products will be con­
siderably affected. I would ask hon. members 
if the produce of the Downs can compete with 
that of New South \Vales and Victoria? 

Mr. KEOGH: It cannot. 
Mr. BARTHOLOMEW: To enable it to do 

so we must have more population and cheaper 
facilities for getting produce to market, and 
if we cannot get the population we cannot reduce 
the railway freights. I would ask any hon. 
member if it be pos,ible for us to compete against 
Newcastle coal or against New South \V ales for 
timber? Is it possible--

The SPEAKER: Order! I wonld remind the 
hon. member that there is a notwe dealing with 
a Bill upon that very subject on the !Japer, and 
I would ask him to refrain from referring to it 
until that Bill comes before the House. 

Ml' HARD ACRE: I think now is the proper 
time to question that ruling. \Ve were prevented 
from doing so before because it was pointed out 
that the ruling had been already given. \Vith 
all due reRpect to you, Sir, I think a ruling of 
this kind should not go without objection. lt is 
wrong according to our Standing Orders, and it is 
wrong also because it puts it in the power of any 
hon. member to take away the right of another 
hon. member to speak. I intend to move a 
motion, although I should have preferred the hon. 
member for Maryborough to move it himself. 
How<,ver, if I do not speak now I shall lose my 
right to speak upon the question. Some two sessions 
ago a somewhat similar question to this came up. 
Two Bills dealing with electoral reform were 
introduced-one by the leader of the Opposition 
and the other by Mr. Powers. The question 
was then referred to the Speaker whether the 
introduction of one Bill would prevent thE~ intro­
duction of another. It was urged that if this 
rule were adopted, the introduction of a second 
Bill would take away the right of an hon. mem­
ber to speak upon the former one; and when the 
matter was referred to the Speaker it was decided, 
upon reconsideration, I think, that two members 
had a perfect right to bring in similar Bills during 
the same session. If the rulingg·iven then was right, 
that given now must be wrong. It might happen 
that there might be some burning question 
referred to in the Address in Reply such as 
electoral reform, and I might wish to move an 
amendment upon the Address. If this ruling is 
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good any hon. member hearing of my intention 
might take away my right to refer to the question 
by introducing a Bill on the subject, the same as 
the Acting Premier has done in this case. I 
think that is sufhcient to show that this ruling 
is wrong and should be reversed, and hon. mem­
bers should take this opportunity now, the 
moment the ruling has been given, to bring up 
the question and have it settled in S()me satis­
factory way, so that they may preserve their 
right to introduce Bills or motions and discuss 
subjects no matter what other hon. members may 
do. Therefore, with every respect for yourself, 
and with some reluctance, I feel it my duty to 
move that your ruling on this subject be dis­
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER : I think before putting the 
motion I may save the time of the House by 
quoting the practice of the House of Commons, 
because, as our Standing Orders are silent on the 
subject, we are guided entirely by the practice of 
that House in the matter. I find that Mr. 
Speaker Peel ruled, on 4th March, 1889-

0n the Address in Reply that it is not in order to pro­
pose amendments which anticipate discussion on Bills 
which the House has appointed for a future day, nor to 
make remarks which are pertinent to such Bills, or to 
debate matters which are provided for therein. 
I have a volume of English Hctnsarcl here, from 
which I shall make a few quotations, because I 
do not want to do anything which will limit 
discussion, awl hon. members must see that 
I am not doing so. I am only postponing dis­
cussion. Notice has been given to deal with this 
particular mat.ter; the Bill will come on in due 
c0urse for consideration~ and then hon. members 
will have every opportunity of fully debating the 
question. I find in the English Hansarcl for 4th 
March, 1R89, that in resuming the diecussion on 
the Address in Reply, Mr. J ames Stuart rose to 
speak and said-

I wish to bring before this House a matter--
Mr. S.PEAKlm: Order, order! The first two amend~ 

ments on the paper~the first standing in the na.me of 
the hon. member for Hoxton, and the second in that of 
the hon. baronet the member for Oockermouth-areout 
of order as amendments, inasmuch as they anticipate 
the discussion, one on three, and the other on four, 
Bills, which the House has appointed for a future day, 
and one of those Bills I observe is in the name of the 
hon. gentleman himself. The amendment, therefore, of 
the hon. gentleman will be out of order as an amend­
ment to the Address. 
Again, on page 858 of the same volume, I find 
that the hon. gentleman wtts proceeding to dis­
cuss one of those matters, and the Speaker said-

I am very sorry to interrupt the hon. gentleman, but 
I must say he is quite, no doubt unintentionally, evad­
ing the ruling I have given, because he is now antici­
pating a discussion which m us~ come on one or two of 
the three Bills, or on all the J1ills to which I have 
referred. This question arose in 1886, and I was 
obliged to give the same ruling. 
Again, on page 860, when Mr. Ritchie, President 
of the Local Government Board, was proceeding 
to speak in the same way, and the Speaker 
said-

I must remind the right hon. gentleman that the 
question of the provision of sites for dwellings for the 
working classes is directly covered by the B1lls to which 
he has referred. 
Again, during same debate, page 86!), when Mr. 
Lawson was speaking, the Speaker said-

The hon. member is now certainly touching upon 
matters to which I must remind him one m· more Hills 
now before the House are addressed. 
Again, at page 886, the Speaker said, after Sir W. 
Lawson had spoken-

It is somewhat difficult to contend with the ingenuity 
of hon. members in evading a plain rule of the House. 
Il the hon. baronet turns to the notice-paper he will 
find a Liquor 'l'raffic Local Option Bill, a I1iyuor Traffic 
Local Yeto (Scotland) Bill, a Liquor Traffic Local Yeto 
(Ireland) Bill, and a Liquor Traffic Local Yeto (Wales) 
ilill. The reason why I insist so strongly upon the 

observance or the rule is, that if hon. members who 
have not been fortunate at the ballot flnd find their 
Ilills not well placed for early discussion are to be at 
liberty to antieip<ete the debate upon their Bills by 
moving a.u amendment to the Address embodying the 
subjef't matter of those Bills by merely prefixing the 
formula, ·• \Ve regret that no mention is made in the 
Speech of Ruch and such a Bill," then the debate on the 

. Address 1Vill be illimitably extended. 
Sir ,,.r, LA\YSON: I thank the right hon. gentleman 

for mentioning the matter to me, but I think that I 
shall be in order if I express my regret that the sulJjeet 
has not been mentioned in the Queen's Speech. 

Mr. SrF.AKim.: On the contrary, the hon. gentleman 
will be quite out of order. 
Perhaps, with the information now before tlw 
Honse, the hon. member will withdraw his 
resolution. 

Mr. DA WSON: I may be permitted to 
suggest that for the guidance of hon. members 
it would be as well if you gave yom' ruling fully 
upon the point, as to whether hon. member~ may 
not touch upon matters which may be contained 
in the proposed Bill or upon the broad general 
subject of federation. If you now rule fully 
upon that particular point it might get over the 
difficulty. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member, Mr. 
Bartholomew, w:1s discussing whether it was 
advisable to introduce the Federal Enabling Bill. 
He prefaced hi~ remarks by saying that he 
trusted that when the measure was before the 
House hon. members would give their arguments 
against its introduction. Then he himself pro­
ceeded to give arguments against the introduction 
of that measure, which is down on the business­
paper for consideration. The hon. member was, 
therefore, decidedly out of order. 

Mr. McDONALD: I think this difficulty 
could have been avoided by the Acting Premier 
himself, and if anybody is to blame in the matter 
it is that hon. gentleman--

The SPEAKER: The hon. member will pardon 
me. It is the common pmctice of the House of 
Commons to have Bills thus early introduced. 
Hon. members will see the necessity for getting 
on with Government as well as private business. 
The ban. member for Fortitude Valley has given 
notice of the introduction of a :Factories Bill; 
the hon. member for Dalby has also given notice 
of the introduction of a me·1snre, so that all busi­
ness would be ret>trded if this course was not 
pursued. 

Mr. McDON ALD : I do not deny the right 
of hon. members to introduce Bills. I stttted 
that clearly this afternoon. I underst>tnd th>tt 
all the authorities state distinctly th:1t it is quite 
within the right of the Government or of any 
member of the House to introduce Bills when­
ever they think proper, and even when the 
Address in lteply is being de.batcd. But I say 
it is not usual to tlo it, and in this case a good 
deal of unpleasantness, and even the motion 
now made to disagree with your ruling, would 
hav~ been avoided had the hon. gentleman at 
the head of the Government withdrawn the 
motion he proceed8d with this afternoon. As a 
matter of fact the, Bill propoBerl to be introduced is 
nota Bill upon federation, butonetosenddelegates 
to the Convention. It does not touch the question 
of federation at nil, and in speaking upon the 
broad subject of federation I do not think we 
would be touching in any way upon the details 
of the propo>ed Bill, whatever it may be. To 
my mind the hon. member for Maryborong·h, in 
speaking upon the queetion of federation, was 
perfectly within his rights. There is a good 
deal in what v:as said by the hon. member for 
Leichhardt, that the discussion upon a number 
of important questions may be anticipated in 
this way. Suppose the Bill to be introduced 
was to de:1l with this question of the registmtion 
of voters, upon which some of us may have a good 
deal to say during the debate upon the Address 
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in Reply as the first opportunity afforded for 
dealing with the question ; we would be debarred 
from debatmg that most important question. 
If the hon. gentleman had hastened slowly we 
would not have dropped into this difficulty. I 
do not think the motion will be carried, because 
you appear to have the whole of the authorities. 
on your side, bnt still it is injudicious to int.ro­
duce measures while the debate upon the 
Governor's Speech is progressing. 

Mr. GROOM: 'l'here is another a'lpect of the 
question to which your attention should be 
c:tlled. I believe it is very necF-sary that both 
sieles of the House should, wherever possible, 
uphold the ruling of the Chair. At the same 
time I deprecate the slightest attempt, or even 
the Bppearance of an attempt, at limiting the 
freedom of speech. It is one of our most 
cherished liberties, and ought not to be interfered 
with unless some very strong and unprecedented 
rm<sons c~n be given for it. \Ve are now dis­
cussing the Address from the Throne, in which 
there i~ an important paragraph referring 
especially to the :Federal Convention. Now the 
Acting Premier has intimated that in giving the 
notice which he did he had no intention what­
ever of interfering with the freedom of debate or 
preventing hon. members from discussing any 
particular paragraph in the Speech. Might I 
submit to yon that this Bill is really not before 
the House at present. 'l'he hon. gentleman has 
moved a formal motion that the House at its 
next sitting will consider the desirab'eness of 
introducing a certain Bill. The House has to 
decide whether it is desirable or not that 
that Bill should be introduced. \Vhen the 
hon. gentleman g·ets into committee with that 
proposal, it is quite conceivable that the majority 
may deeide that it is not desirable to introduce 
such a Bill. ·what would be the position of the 
House then? You, in the proper exercise of 
your functiuns, have decided that hecause the 
Acting Premier has given formal notice of cer­
tain action which he propose" to take on a future 
de. te, th.,refore the House is to be debarred from 
debating the important matter of federation. 
I respentfully submit that the Bill is not 
yet before us, and I ask you whether uudet· 
those circumstancPs, and in view of the 
st>1temeut made by the Acting Premier, the 
incidents which you have quoted are not di,­
tinct altogether from the question now before 
Uci. The Hou"e has yet to determine whether it 
will give the hon. gentleman ,;uthority to intro­
duce the Bill, and it may decide that it i, de"ir­
able to allow the Com·ention to proceed as it 
commenced, without any Queensland representa­
tives. In that case the result of your decision 
will be tlmt members are debarr< d from dis­
cus"ing this impvrtant matter through a motion 
introduced by the Acting Premier, and given 
notice of with the bedt intentions, because it did 
not strike him that it woulrl be used ad an 
incident to debar f~ir di>cnssion on the question 
of federatinn. 

The SPE_\KEH : I think the House will 
pardon me for adding one word. I dJ not think 
the hon. grnt.Jeman could have ghen, nor could 
I my"elf have hdvanced, a stronger argument in 
favour o£ my views than be t. as done. He has 
poi':'ted out that leave has not yet been given 
to mtroduce snch a Bill, and that the Acting 
l'remier intends to a'k for that leave. The hem. 
member, iYir. Bartholomew, in arguing agaitLt 
the introduction of that 13ill, v. <AS distiuctlv anti­
cipating the very discussion which mu.ct t.1ke 
place. 

The ACTING PREMIER: I submit that the 
Governor's Speech, in its entirety, ,.honld be con­
sidered upon the mme lines as if the motion of 
which I gave notice had never been put on the 
paper at all. Some of the quotations which you, 

Sir, have been good enough to give us deal with 
a set of circumstances entirely different to those 
which arise under our Standing Orders. I 
would remind you that in the British Parlia­
ment, in discussing the Address in Reply, no 
subject whatever can be discuseed except those 
specifically mentioned; but in Australia the rule 
is that f peeches are not confined in any way to 
the subjects mentioned in the Speech, and that 
discussion can go entirely outside the Speech. 
I submit that my motion not only was not 
intended to limit the speech of hon. members, 
but that it is impossible for hon. members to give 
a correct answer to the Speech unless they take 
the action they have taken. I in no way con­
sidered the motion I put on the paper as affecting 
thP Address in Reply. \Vithout going into the 
question as to whether your ruling is right on 
the particular matter under discussion, I would 
say that if your ruling is based on the action 
which wac, taken to-day by me and that that 
limits the speech of hon. members, then I cannot 
agree with you. If, on the other hand, you find 
hon. members are transgre;sing the rule which 
allows them to speak generaliy that of course 
would be an entirely different matter. The 
wisdom of presenting the Bill or of dealingwiLh the 
abstract question is no doubt within the province 
of hon. memLers, although it will be clearly out 
of order to imagine or anticipate what may 
appear in the Bill. Consequently it is the 
opinion of members of the Government that the 
House ought to be allowed to discuss the abstract 
question, and if I can assist the House in any 
way to accomplish that, without disagreeing 
with your ruling, I will do so. I would even ask 
the House to allow me to withdraw the motion 
which I madE' "ooner than there should be any 
limitation of the fullest discussion of the 
Governor's Speech. 

HosocRABLE J\II~MBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. GLASSEY: The closing words of the 

Acting Premier might very fairly be discussed­
namely, that if there is likely to be any limit"-­
tinn to the discussion of the Governor's Speech he 
will ask the House to permit him to withdraw 
his motion. 

'fhe SPEAKER: I would remind hon. mem­
bers that the question before the House is that my 
ruling be disagreed to. No other motion can be 
proposed until that is disposed of. 

Mr. GLASS:B~Y: I sincerely hope that hem. 
members having a strict regard for their rights 
and privileges in this House will protest against 
the ruling. If the Speaker is right in his conten­
tion, it is possible that some future Government 
may, by strength of numbers, introduce Bills 
w),ich will prohibit members from discussing the 
Address in Reply. I hope hon. members on 
both sides-not that I think any hon. member 
has any desire to call in question any legitimate 
ruling-will risre to the occasion and safeguard 
their pri viler<es. 

:Mr. BELL : I do not think your ruling on this 
matter i... receiving that consideration on its 
merits which it deserves. I apprehend that you 
are plaeed in that chair to interpret to the best 
of your know ledge and discretion the meaning 
that is set, on the face of them, upon the Stand­
ing Orders that govem our procedure; and when 
a point a:ises on which those Standing Orders do 
not touch you have direct instructions laid down 
in the Standing O!'ders to refer to the proc,edure 
of the House of Commons for your guidance ; and 
I emphatically acsert that in the ruling you have 
given you have followed out your duty and 
given the ruling you should have given. I say 
that as a Hot1se beholden by every decent 
instinct of manliness to uphold so far as we can 
the man we put into the chair to preside over ns­
a~ a House influenced by such an instinct-our 
disposition and desire should be to support you 
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in your ruling, and I greatly regret that, so far as 
this debate has proceeded, there has n"t been 
that desire evidenced to support you which we 
might have expected. 

Mr. HARDACRE: That is not fair. 
Mr. BELL : I was not at that moment think· 

ing of the hon. member for Leichhardt; I was 
thinking of an hon. member who occupies a 
much more important position-the hon. gentle­
man who is at peesent leading the Government. 
And I regret that the hon. gentleman, in pumu­
ance of what he considered his duty, has not 
seen fit, as every other leader so far as I know 
in a political assembly has seen fit, if not 
alway", generally at all events to support 
the member who has presided over the debates 
of the House. I make that reference to the 
hon. gentleman with the utmost respect. It 
is proposed that we should differ from your 
ruling because there is some danger of the rights 
of this House being curtailed. I ask is there 
anything in that contention? Is there the 
slightest ground for the ar,prehension that the 
rights of debate are likely to be curtailed? Sun­
pose we are on this Address in Ret•ly prevented 
from debating the matter of federation, do we 
not know that within a few days' time a Bill will 
be put before us on the matter, and we shall hear 
federation debated ncl nauscam, and so far from 
our rights on that subject being curtailed and our 
privileges being interfered with the feeling 
amongst us all will be one of thankfulne>s when 
we are done with the que,tion. I appeal to hon. 
members whether there is really so much im­
portance in the contention that our privileges, 
our conveniences, are being restricted as to 
warrant us in doing that which, from the 
mere personal point of view of m"nline'<s, 
and also from the other point of view-that of 
upholding the dignity of· Parliament-we should 
refrain from doing-namely, J,assing a vote of 
censure on the Speaker. \Ve know thnt in the 
House of Commons if the ruling of the Speaker 
is censured it is generally followed by the 
resignation of the Speaker. I hope that practice 
may not obtain here in th~se colonies, because 
we pass our votes of censure in a rery light and 
airy frame of mind. \Ve should weigh well any 
action we take that is a reflection on the man we 
have deliberately appointed to pre,;ide over us. 
I have not often the privilege of finding myself 
in accord with any contention put forward by 
the hon. member for J!'iinders, but I am in the 
happy position of agreeing with him in his con­
tention that so long as we have no proper in­
struction upon the matter in our Standing Orders, 
and so long as we have to follow the procedure 
of the House of Commons, it is decidedly incon­
venient that any business should be introduced 
before the Address in Reply is concluded. 

The AcTING PREMIER : The same Bill was 
introduced before the Address in Heply was 
passed last year. 

Mr. B:B;LL : I am not here to censure the hon. 
gentleman, or to support what was dune htst 
year; I merely say that it is highly inconvenient 
that any business should be taken before the 
debate on the Address in Reply is concluded. 
And when the hon. gentleman gave no:ice of 
the Bills he proposes to introduce, I went tn 
an authority on procedure in this House to ask 
whether such a course WM usual. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I think the hon. 
member is now wandering from the subject. 

Mr. BELL : I will merely say that realiy 
there is no infringement upon our convenience in 
the ruling you have given, because we shall have 
ample opportunity on the second reading of the 
Bill to debate the matter if we like ad ncn,sran~; 
and even if there was an infringement upon our 
convenience, it is the result of our own actions, 
and if in the future we wish to prevent the 
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recurrence of this situation our proper course is 
not to censure you for having done your duty 
but to see that a Standmg Order is framed giving 
those who desire it the opportunity of speaking 
twice on the same subject. 

'rhe SECRETARY :B'OR RAILWAYS: I 
think we all sympathise to a very large extent 
with the remarks made by the hon. member for 
Dalby in this respect, that we would all very 
much regret to pass anything like a vote of 
censure on the Chair or disagree with your 
ruling where that ruling is baoed on precedents 
established by the House of Commons and other 
authorities; at the same time, there is no doubt 
that this ruling, which I believe is strictly correct, 
comes upon hon. members as a surprise. I think 
I may refer to the proceedings of last session, 
where you will find that before the conclusion of 
the debate on the Address in Reply no less than 
four Bills were introduced-a Bill to amend the 
Cousti tution Act of 1867, a Bill to further amend 
the Officials in Parliament .. tot of 1884, a Bill to 
amend the GovE'rnment Savings Bttnk Act of 
18G4, and the Savings Bank Amending Act of 
1882, and a Bill to enable Queensland to take 
part in the framing, acceptance, ttnd enactment 
of a Federal Constitution for hmtralasia. 
The last is a Bill of the '"me character as that 
of which notice h~s been given. Looking at 
Han.,,trd for last session, I find that the sub­
ject mtttter of each Bill was very fully entered 
upon during the debate on the Addn•s in lteply; 
and at t!Htt time you had not taken quite the 
same view that you have announced during this 
debate. ::'\o doubt the views you have expressed 
are based upon parliamentary authority, and I do 
not think that on thttt grcund your decision can 
be called in question. I cannot see why we 
should stultify ourselves by voting against your 
ruling, based, as it is, on the authority and pre­
cedents you have quoted. While I should like to 
see every reasonable ltttitude given to debate on 
quest.ions mentioned in His Excellency's Speech, 
at the same time your ruling is so sound thttt I do 
not like to say anything against it. But 
the present difficulty might be met by a little 
moderation on both sides, and I would suggest to 
the hon. member who moved that your ruling be 
disagreed to that he withdraw his motion, and 
that you, Sir, recognising that the feeling of the 
House is that fuller discussion should be allowed 
in connection with the matter now under con­
sideration, might allow reasonable debr,te there­
upon, on the understanding that in the future we 
shall confine ourselves within the lines you have 
laid down. However much we may desire to 
have fuller discussion-and certainly the Addre;s 
from the 'l'hrone should be a subject for the 
fullest discussion on the past actions of the 
Government and its future policy-I cannot, in 
the face of the authorities you have quoted, say 
that we can rationally vote that your ruling be 
disagreed to withont attemptine- to subver~ the 
Stttnding Orders and the rnlmgs of ennnent 
Speakers of the Honse of Commons. I therefore 
take upon myself to suggest, as a matter on 
which discussion may he enlarged, that the hon. 
member who moved the motion, and he moved it 
in temper.;te langnage, and with the sole view of 
getting facilities for fuller discussion, should 
conRider the propriety ohvithdmwing hismotwn, 
and that you, Sir, shoulrl. accept the sense of 
what I conceive to be the majority of the House, 
tlmt fuller d iBcusswn may be allowed than you 
feel yomself at liberty to permit under the 
authoritiPs you have cited. 

Mr. :B'IXNEY : I should like to know whether, 
under your rnling, members cannot allude to any 
of the Bills mentioned in the Governor's Speech ? 

The SPJ<;AKER: 'l'he hon. member mis­
understands; probably he was not present when 
I gave my ruling. I may repeat that there is a 
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notice on the paper to the effect that the House 
will, at its next sitting, resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole, to consider the 
desirableness of introducing a Bill to enable 
Queensland to take part in the framing, accept­
ance, and enactment of a Federal Constitution 
for Australasia. That motion has been c»rried, 
and is now an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The question the hon. member was debating was 
strongly against the introduction of that Bill. I 
maintain that he is anticipating " discussion 
that must take place when the Bill is brought 
forward, and that, therefore, he is out of order. 

Mr. CHA TAW AY: I think we are all agreed 
that the principle of following the rules and 
practice of the House of Commons should as far 
as possible be adopted here. But in order that 
we may see our way clearer in this partic,Jlar 
matter I would ask vou, Sir, if the rulings you 
have quoted from Speakers of the House of 
Commons were given in cases where Bills had 
been actually introduced, or where, as in this 
c;;se, there was merely a notice on the paper for 
the introduction of a Bill on a future day. It 
seems to me that the senior member for Druyton 
ann Toowoomba put the difference between the 
two caRes very clearly; and as most hon. m8tn· 
berg are extremely .mxinus to 'ate solely in 
accordance with what is the correct practice, if 
you will explain either that bot.h <:•1se• are exactly 
the same, or that they are not, you will do a 
good deal towards guiding us in coming to a 
decision. 

The SPEAKER : There is not the slightest 
difference in the practice whether a Bill has been 
actually introduced or whether merely notice to 
introduce it has been given ; the same rule 
applies equally to both, and the same practice 
has been followed in all cases. The Speaker has 
even ruled that it is not necessary that the 
notice should be on the paper if it is actually 
given on the date on which the question arises 
before it goes on the pn.per. I feel sure hem. 
members will give me credit for giving my ruling 
in this matter in what I consider to be the b<e't 
interests of the Hou.~e. I have no desirA what­
ever to limit hon. members' opportunities for 
discussion, and I again urge upon hon. members 
to remember that the debate will be merely pnst­
poned, and that is tbe object of the House of 
Commons' rule. As probably Pome hon. mem­
bers were not present when I read it., I will 
repeat the last ruling I quoted giYen by 
the Speaker of the House of Commons, 
which applies so admirably to this ques­
tion. [Vide Mtpm-Speaker's ruling after 
remarks of Sir \V. Lawson.] With r2gard 
to. what . the. Secretary for Railways has 
saul, I wrsh 1t to be distinctly understood 
that I do not withdraw nne iota from the ruling 
I have given, because I believe it is strictly in 
accordance with the practice and procedure of 
the House of Commons. Everv opportunity will 
be afforded on a future date for hon. members to 
discuss this particular matter in all its be<trings, 
and I think it is actually better for the good 
government of the House that tbe question 
should not be considered at the present momrnt. 
But if it is the desire of the majority of the 
House to do away with the practice and pre­
cedents of the Honse of Commons in the con­
sideration of the Addres' in Reply, the House is 
free to do so, and the Speaker must abide by the 
wish of the majority of the House. 

Mr. BARTHOLOJ\IE\V: I have much pleasure 
in supporting your ruling-, and I hope that the 
mover and seconder of the present motion will 
withdraw ir. I was referring to dehcils when 
you, S1r, pulled me up. I am not in the habit 
of transgressing the rules of the House, and 
have no wish to act contrary to what is the best 
procedure in matters of debate. 

Mr. LEAHY: I think it is just as well that 
we should know where we are in this matter. 
\Ve have got rather mixed at the present time. 
The Acting Premier put it very clearly when he 
spoke, but we have got into rather a tangled 
state since then. It seems to me that you, Sir, 
pulled up the hon. member for 1\Iaryborough for 
speaking on the details of the Bill, of the intro­
duction of which the Acting Premier has given 
notice, and if that is the ground on which you 
ruled the bon. membPr out of order, the House 
will, I think, be inclined to support you, because 
it woulrl be a great mistake in a matter of this 
kind, where we have every certainty that it 
will come before the House later on, to dJs­
cuss the minutiao of the measure. But certainly 
the general question should be open to discussion. 
Of that there is no shadow of doubt. A good 
deal has been made of precedents of the House 
of Commons, but with all respect I submit that 
the precedent of the House of Commons quoted 
by you does not apply in the way you h>tve 
.tatecl, but refers to cases in which amendments 
have lleen proposed on the Addref's in Reply. 
The matter before us is not an amendment on 
the Address in Reply. 

The SPEAKER: I think the hon. member 
will excuse me, for I am sure he has no desire to 
lead the House into error. In the precedent I 
have quoted there was no amendment on the 
AddresH in Reply. JI.Iembers were discussing 
the Address in Reply, and in doing so they went 
into the consideration of Bills of which notice 
had been given. 

Mr. LEAHY: I understood you to refer to 
the matter in that way. At all events I wonlcl 
point out that in the iatest edition of "May," 
at page 26-1, where matters that cannot be 
referred to in debate are dealt with, it is stated 
that-

A matter whilst under adjudication by a court of law 
should not be brought before the House by a motion or 
otherwh:B. Nor can a motion he brought forward which 
is the same in substance as a question which, during 
the current session, has been decided in the affirmative 
or negative-
and this is the point to which I wioh to call 
attention-
nor wllich anticipntes a matter alrea.dy set down or 
appointed for consideration by the House. 
I submit that the conditions are the reverse of 
that here, as it is a prior matter we are con­
sidering. The Bill of which notice has been 
given is not prior to the question at present 
under discussion. If the Bill was prior to the 
question under discussion, then I submit we 
should be following the precedent of the House 
ofCommonsin preventing discussion on the matter 
referred to in the Governor's Speech, and your 
ruling would be quite right. If that is not the 
practice of the House of Commons then any 
member might put a notice on the paper respect· 
ing any matter referred to in the Opening 
Speech, and in that way prevent discussion 
upon it. I do not think I should have risen to 
speak on this matter if it had not been for the 
remHks made by the h<n. member for Dalby. 
He stated, ancl emphasised his statement, that 
it wonld be a direct slur upon you, Sir, if the 
House disagreed to your ruling in this matter. 
I do not hold with that view at all. 'rhere is a 
provision in our Standing Orders which gives 
any member tbe right to question your ruling on 
any point, and to ask that the opinion of _tl:~e 
House should be taken on the matter. And 1t 1s 

no reflection upon you tn say thnt the opinion of 
seventy-one members of this House shonld be 
taken in preference to yonr opinion, though 
you have, I know, gi,'en a great deal of study to 
matters of this kind, and your decisions have 
given a great deal of satisfaction. The hon. 
member for Dalby went further, and stated 
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that it was an outrage on this Chamber that 
notice of a Bill of this kind, or of any kind, 
should be given before the Address in Reply has 
been disposed of. That shows that the hon. 
member is ignorant of a provision in our Standing 
Orders which gives permission-in fact, it is 
almost supposed to be a privilege of this Chamber 
-to introduce a Bill pro jorm't before the Sreech 
is received from the Governor. 

The SPEAKER: I think I called the hon. 
member for Dalby to order when he referred 
to that, and pointed out that it was entirely 
foreign to the matter before the House. I hope 
the hon. member, therefore, will not further refer 
to it. 

Mr. LEAHY : I did not catch that, or I 
should not have tranogressed. However, I will 
leave that point. A precedent has been Bet in 
this matter by Sir Thomas Mcilwraith, who, 
notwithstanding that he was Premier and leader 
of the House at the time, proposed on one occa· 
sion that your ruling should be disagreed to. 
Some members on his own side, and almost the 
whole of the members on that side, saw fit then 
to support you against the motion of the hon. 
gentleman, because they believed that you were 
in the right. I supported you on that oc,'asion, 
and shall certainly do so always when I think yon 
are right. It is a matter of the highest import· 
ance that the privileges of the House in regard 
to debate should be retained. I hltve already 
expressed the opinion that it is a w:tnt of form 
to discuss the details of measures referred to in 
the Governor's Speech, which we will have an 
opportunity of discussing l:tter on, and I should 
not do io myself. I think it would assist the 
House if we could know from you whether you 
called the hon. member for Maryborough to 
order for transgressing the limits of discussion 
by referring to details which should be dealt 
with on the second reading of the Bill, or 
because he was discussing a matter of which the 
Acting Premier has given notice. If it was for 
the latter reason, I shall have to vote against 
your ruling, and I shall not do so from any 
disrespect to you, but becam,e I feel that I shall 
show respect to the House and myself by voting 
according to my own convictions. 

The ACTING PREMIEtt : With the consent 
of the House I wish to make a suggestion in 
regard to this matter, but I have alrcJ.dy spoken. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the hon. gentleman be again heard? 

HoNOl:HABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
'fhe ACTING PRE,\1IEtt: What I suggest 

is that the motion be withdrawn on the under­
standing that the House signifies its wish that 
there shall be no limits to the debate on the 
Address in Reply generally, by reason of any 
subsequent notices .of motion which may be 
placed on the paper by anyone. I believe that 
would be the unanimous opinion of this House, 
and if that unanimous wish is conveyed to Mr. 
Speaker I have no doubt it will have that 
effect. 

Mr. BROWNJ~: I think that the suggestion 
the h<m. gentleman has made is a very reason· 
able one. I have scarcely ever taken part in a 
debate on a point of order, having generally left 
it to members who I thought had more 
experience in regard to the forms of the Honse 
than I had ; and I should not have spoken on 
this occa~ion but for the eloquent speech that 
fell from the hon. member for Dalby. That hon. 
and learned member adopted a favourite r8le 
with him-that of self-appointe:i censor of both 
sides of the Hou:e-and delivered one of his 
very nicely-worded lectmes. vVhen an hon. 
member like that gets up and lectures this House, 
and tries to educate poor benighted members 
to the level of the exalted pedestal on which he 
himself stands, he should at least be sure of his 

facts, so that he may not lead less enlightened 
members into error. The hon. member laid a 
great deal of stress on one point, which was 
afterwards alluded to by the hon. member for 
Bulloo-that was, that if this House ruled 
against your decision, JYir. Spe,tker, you would 
be called upon to resign, which was, the hon. 
member said, the practi~e in the Parliament of 
the old country. Now, any hon. member with 
the most elementary kn•1Wledge of home politics 
knows that that is not the case. In the case 
referred to by the hon. member for 'foowoomba 
the House by a very large majority over-ruled the 
decision of the Sreaker. Did the Speaker at that 
time resign? Not much. He simply took the 
decision of the House as the interpretation put 
upon the Standing Orders by the House, and, as 
placed there to preside over the debates of the 
House, he took that decision of the House for 
his future guidance. Th8re was another matter 
which the hon. member for Dalby referred to in 
very scc;,thing language. That was about the 
want of manliness on the part of members who 
introdnced and SU!Jported this motion. vVben 
the hon. member talks to members on both sides 
of the House, lw should think before he speaks 
quite so strongly. 

1\Ir. BELL : I rioe to make a personal explana­
tion. vVhat I stated was this-and I say the 
same now-I said that there is, I believe in 
everyone of us-and I am not censuring any 
section of the Hou,e-an instinct of manliness­
an innate instinct which should lead us to 
support the me~n whom we put in the chair. 
That is what I said. 

Mr. BlWWNE: I shall take the hon. member 
in that way. I did not S;1y that he was censnr· 
ing any section of the House. I said distincL.y 
that he wa,.< Yery fond of censuring both sides of 
the House. \Vhen the hon. member savs that a 
sense of maulinesc, should actuate us· to do a 
certain thing, I can see very little difference 
between that and saying that men who take the 
opposite conr.:-e are \Vanting in manliness. One 
of the hon. members who preceded the hon. 
member for DalLy was the hon. member for 
Toowoomba, 1\lr. Groom-the oldest member of 
the House, and an hon. m em her who has occu­
pied the fxalted position which yon, Sir, now 
occupy, when the hon. and learned member 
for Dalby was in his political lmicker· 
backers. The hon. member seems very short of 
mernory-I do not know whether he is 
conveniently so or not-but by inference 
he censured the hon. gentleman who is at 
present learler of this House, the Acting· 
Premier. The hon. member admitted that he 
sort of censured the hon. gentleman when he 
stated that leaders of Governments always 
supvorted the Chair. Nuw, one of my first experi­
ences of such a motion bein~ moved w;1s in 1893. 
I think that was also the hon. member's first ex­
perience on a motion that the Speaker's ruling 
be dicagreed with, because he happened to be, 
like m;, self, a new-fledged member at that time1 
That motion was made by the Hon. Sir Thomas 
hlcilwraioh, the then leader of the Government 
-the gentleman under who,,,, banner the bun. 
member for Dalby was supposed to be fi~bting. 
He was supported by the present Premier, 
Bir Hugh Nelson, and by all the gentle­
men flitting on the Ministerial benches, and 
whom the hon. member for D,tlby is still 
following. The motion was opposed by the 
whole of the members on this side, and by a few 
members on the other side of the House, and 
your ruling, Sir, was upheld by a majority of 
one. I do not know whether at that time, in 
the hon. member for Dalby, his loyalty to his 
chief and his reverence for the Chair were ba ving 
a fight to a finish, and made a Llraw of it, but on 
looking at Hansarcl I :fi!ld that his name does not 
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appear n the division list. At any rate, that is 
the only inference that can be drawn. \Vhen 
hon. members on both side~ are debating a ques­
tion of very great importance to the House-as I 
consider this question i•, because we do not 
know when it may crop up again-it does 
not come with a very good grace from anv 
hon. member to lecture this HouRe, and I am 
not going to sit quietly by and allow it to he 
done. I have no wish to dispute your ruling, 
Sir; but if it is your ruli::g that no reference can 
be made during this debate on the Address in 
Reply to any subject mentioned in the SpePch 
that happens to be brought forward by a motion 
-as has been done in the present case--then 
most decidedly I shall support the hon. member 
for Leichhardt that your ruling be disagreed 
to, However, if the suggestion made by the 
leader of the Government or some other sugges­
tion will bring this matter to an amicable ter­
mination, and the debate will not be curtailed, 
while at the same time the privileges of the 
Chair are not assailed, I shall be a great deal 
better pleased than if we go to a division on the 
matter, 

Mr. CROSS : Like my hon. friend the hon. 
member for Croydon I do not think it right that 
9.ny member of this House should be permitted, 
without dissent, to take up the rOle of censor. 
On more than one occ:.tsion the hon. member for 
Dalby has given ns a homily upon manliness and 
other things which would do very well at a 
Snnday-school treat. I rt""ent his assumption 
of that rr1lc. The hon. member performs 
his duty with a grt,<t deal of eloquenc0, 
and it was very nice to hear him. I think 
the whole House should resent the ac!op­
tion of that role. So far '"' the motion is con­
cerned, if your ruling is good it certainly amounts 
to an infringe!!'ent of the freedom of debate; 
but we have an historical privilege, that redress 
of grievances should precede Supply, and I should 
strongly resent any infringement of our pri vi­
lege'. If your ruling is upheld, it will af1'ord 
opportunities to dif;ferent sections of this House 
to prevent other sections from discns,ing certain 
subjects by introducing motions or Bills dealing 
with the same subjects, which would be very unfair. 
I would have liked tu see you adovt the lead of the 
Acting Chief Sr,cretary, who, in introducing 
this motion regarding federation, lul the House 
to believe that his giving notice should not pre­
vent references t0 thr> subject in the debate on 
the Addres" in Reply. If any hon. member 
had called yonr attention to what he thought 
was an infringement of the rule,; of debate, your 
ruling would have been acceptable ; but under 
the circumstances I think the question of 
whether we should have a larger amount of 
freedom of debate on the Addree, in Reply is 
now before the House, and for that reason I 
should certainly support the motion of the hon. 
member for Leichhardt if it goes to a division; 
but if some other way can be found to get over 

'the difficulty, and the Chair will accept the ex­
pression of the opinion of the House, I should 
be better pleased. This is a question that con­
cerns every hon. member, and I hope no time will 
be lost in coming to wme clear understandmg in 
regard to it. It should be decided once and for 
all that upon the debate on the A<ldress in Reply 
there should be le'S restriction than there has 
hitherto been. Many different matters are rc,­
ferTed to in the Speech, and therefore the dis­
cuh,;ion upon the Reply should take priority. 

Mr. SMITH : I think the suggestion made hy 
the Acting Chief Secretary will meet the diffi­
culty, and also the wishes of every bon. member. 
I am sure there is no desire on the part of the 
Speaker or anyone else to limit the debate upon 
the Address in R•ply. The greatest allowr~nce 
ohould be made to hon. members to discuss 

subjects of public importance, and there should 
be scarcely any limit to the subjects which might 
be introduced provided they are at all relevant 
to the basiness mentioned in the Speech. I hope 
that the hon. member for Leichhardt will accepo 
the suggestion that has been made, and agree to a 
compromise. 

Mr. HARD ACRE, in reply: As it is the 
eYident df<ire of the House that this motion 
should be withdrawn in order to get over the 
present difficulty I am quite willing to withdraw 
it, provided that the ruling does not s~and as a 
precedent in regard to Bills and notices of motion 
in future, A great deal of dissatisfaction has 
arisen in regard to this point, 

The AcTING PRE)!IER: \V e will deal with them 
when they arise. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: I do not wish this to be a 
precedpnt in future. I may mention in regard 
to this, that your quotations in regard to the 
practice of the House of Commons do not appear 
to me, after careful perusal, to be quite on all­
fours with the present ruling at all. 

Mr. :McDoNALD: Then why withdraw your 
motion? 

Mr. H.ARD.ACRE : BecA.use we have dis­
posed of the present difficulty. The qnntatiuns 
read ae to the nractice of the House of Commons 
do nut deal \Vith anything mentioned iri the 
Speech. It has bGen decided there that a 
member, by prefixing the remark "There is no 
mention of such-and-such a Bill in the Speech," 
might then discuss other Bills which private 
members had put upon the notice-paper, but it 
did not block them from discussing anything 
mentioned in the Speech. Another reason for 
their practice was that private members had to 
ballot for placps, for their Bills upon the business­
paper. ·without it members who had lost their 
pbces in the ballot might anticipate and override 
thuse who had won in the ballot. The object there 
was to protect the rights of hon. members, but 
in this case the result would be quite the Qpposite; 
it would take away the rights of members. I 
would point out that this would place a powerful 
weapon in the hands of either party. The 
Government might bring down a number of 
notices of motion in regard to Bills which they 
knew were intended to be brought in by the 
leader of the Opposition, and "ould thus block 
him from introducing his particular question, 
and on the other hand the leader of the Opposi­
tion might come down, as I might have doue 
with my consolidated Land Bill, and so block 
the Secrehry for Lands from introducing a 
Government measme dealing with the land 
laws. In that way we might block the whole 
of the Government business for the session. 
It was said that thL; was not blocking business, 
but only postponing it; but what is to happen 
if the Acting Premier postpones his Bill from 
week to week, and then ultimately, when we 
have lost all opportunity of discussing the 
question, w1tbdrn.ws it altogether? He will 
have effectually succeeded in choking the mouths 
of members upon a question which may be of 
the greatest importance to the country. For 
these reasons I would not like to see the ruling 
stand as a ruling for the future with regard to 
Bills and notices of motion; but to get over the 
present difficulty I am content to withdraw the 
motion, Before I sit down I would like to thank 
the hon. member for Dalby for the kind way 
in which he spoke of my»elf. During the few 
years I have been here I ha\'e lParnt, or I 
hope I amlearnin;;, to diccms matters free, a" far 
as pos,ible, from per;onal rancour and bitter 
partisan spirit; but I am sorry to say that the 
hon. member is every year growing worse and 
worse in imputing unfair charges, without 
foundation or consideratiOn, in his speeches, and 
importing into them all the personal and party 
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ttnimosity he can possibly introduce into them. 
I regret that, because I think it is spoiling an 
hon. member who has a great deal of ability. I 
hope that in the future the hon. member will not 
be so unfair as he was in speaking of the manner 
in which the motion from the Chair ha~ been 
dealt with. I desire, with the permission of the 
House, to withdraw the motion. 

The '<PEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the 
Home that the motion be withdrawn? 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, he.cr ! 
The SPEAKER: I understand now that it 

is the wish of the House that for the future hon. 
members will be at liberty to debate any q1lestion 
mentioned in the Governor's Speech notwith­
stt>nding that a motion or Bill dealing with that 
specific question is down on the businees-paper 
for consideration? 

HoNOCRABLE ME>IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BELL : That is not in the Standing 

Orders, and I for one say emphatically that I do 
not assent to it until the House in a proper way 
expresoes its wish by makmg a Standing Order 
to that effect. 

The SPEAKER: I think I am right in con­
cluding that the consensus of opinion of hon. 
members is as I have stated. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The SP1~AKER: The House is supreme and 

forms its own precedents. 
HONOCRABLE 1\fE>IBERS : Hear, hertr ! 
Mr. BARTHOLOMEW: As this matter has 

taken so long, my remarks will be very brief, and 
I will not carry on the rliscussion so far as fede­
ration is concerned. The next points of import­
ance in the Vice-Regal Speech are references to 
immigration, settlement on the land, and the ex­
tension of main trunk lines of railway. I hope the 
lecturers who have gone home will have grertt 
success in sending out the right people to settle 
on the lands. vVe have in the Wide Bay and 
Burnett districts areas of lands suitable for the 
settlement of thousands of people, and the same 
can be said of the settled districts all along the 
coa.st. I hope that when the Land Bill C•Jmes 
before the Honse we will produce one of the 
mo•t useful meaeures passed by the House. I 
shall give all the assistance I can, and I will 
reBerve any further remark., upon the subject 
until the Bill is before us. In regard to the 
extension of rail ways, we have floated our loan 
successfully, and we have now at our disposal 
£1,000,000 for the construction of railways. I 
am not afraid of borrowing money for the pur­
pose of railway construction, beeause I am almost 
certain that the return from our railways for the 
year ending on the 30th of this month will be 
found to be 3 per cent., and we are now able in the 
home markets to borrow money at 3 per cent. I 
hope the time will soon be near when we can 
borrow locally. vVith regard to the Estimates, 
there are a few dilliculties we have to contend 
with. I am not a captious critic o£ our finances, 
and I know we have an able man as Treasurer, 
hut we will be receiving less interest on deposits 
in the Queensland National Bank than before; 
we know that the local authorities are agitating 
for a reduction of the interest on their loans 
from 5 to 4 per cent. ; and we know that the 
Lands and Agriculture Departments want money 
for their administration. vVhen the Estimates 
are before us I hope those difficulties will be over­
come. I hope that when the Local Government 
Bill and the Land Bill come before the House 
they will have full discussion, and that we will 
be able to frame our laws in a way to develop 
our lands very mpidly. I have much pleasure 
in supporting the Address in Reply. 

l\Tr. \V. THORN: Before speaking on the 
Address in Reply I desire to make a few remarks 
upon what has fallen from one or two hon. mem­
bers on the other side. The senior hon. member 
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for M:aryborough dealt with the repurchase of 
lands on the Darling Downs, and I can assure 
him that those lands have all been selected and 
have now a thriving population on them. The 
hon. member would like to see some of the lands 
in the Wide Bay and Burnett districts repur­
cha:,ed, and I have no objection to that at all; 
but of course the Government will have to see 
into the matter before they are repurchased. 
I am sorry to say that some of the lands 
repurchased have not been so successful as 
those on the Darling Downs. I refer to the land 
round about Laidley, and it was well known 
at the time that that land was in pools of water. 
The whole place is a quagmire in wet weather, 
and I am glad to see that the department have 
taken over 17,000 or 18,000 acres of it for an 
agricultural college; the students at the college 
will have ample opportunity of learning the art 
of drainage. The bon. the junior member for 
Charters Towers tried to make out that the 
mining industry is the backbone of the colony, 
but I contend that the farming population are 
the backbone of the colony. Just before making 
that statement the hon. member quoted from 
a paper to show that every ounce of gold 
taken out of the earth cost £5 or £6. 
I am well aware, at all events, that 
every ounce of gold costs £3 10s. to obtain. 
1 am not one of those who would run down 
the mining industry. I am pleased to see 
the splendid show it makes at our exhibition, 
and the country is to be congratulated upon 
having such a capable MinistN at the head of 
the Mines Department. Reference is made in 
the Governor's Speech to the small contingent 
which has been sent home to take part in the 
Jubilee celebrations. Personally, I should have 
liked the Government to have gone a little 
further, and made the men a more liberal allow­
ance. I know the men who have gone home 
from No. 2 Company at Toowoomba, and I know 
that better men would have gone if greater 
inducements had been offered. I do not 
wish to occupy the time of the House on 
the federation question, but in my opinion 
we do not require fedemtion in any shape or 
form except for defence purposes. Further than 
that I believe the mother country will be ready 
to give us all the assi"tance in that matter that 
we may requir-e. I believe, on a matter ?f that 
sort, it is our duty to go before our constituents. 
vV e are here representing large numbers of 
people, and as far as I am aware they have never 
had the question of federation put fairly before 
them. I notice further, by a recent number of 
the Courier, that the gentlemen whom it is 
proposed to send to the second Convention as 
delegates, are all freetraders. 

Mr. BATTERSBY : What has that got to do 
with federation? 

1\Ir. vV. THORN: The hon. member, whose 
constituents are chiefly hard-working farmers, 
ought to know what it has to do with federation. 
I observe that the Governor has a lot to say 
about his recent Northern trip. 1'here is no 
doubt that he was treated loyally wherever he 
went, but he makes no mention of the black 
labour, the ,T apanese, kanakas, and people of 
other races who are cultivating not only sugar, 
but maize and potatoes, and are thns competing 
with the white farmers of the South. It was 
only thP. other day that I read in a paper that 
these people were shipping corn to Townsville at 
the rate of £2 a ton. 

The SECRETAHY FOR MINEH : That is not true. 
1\Ir. vV. 'fHOR;'{: I believe it was the C'ourie1· 

trat reported it, and I was told privately by a 
member of their stnff that it was quite true. 
We rtre trying to settle a white population upon 
the lands of the South, and I am sure the 
Government are not going to allow those 
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coloured peopl<: t? coml?ete w!th our own people. 
I obserye that It IS the mtentwn to proceed with 
a moderate P?licy of public works, t>nrl to 
extm:d the. mam tr';nk lines of rail way. I am 
a believer m extendmg our trunk lines both in 
the. N or.th and South, .but I also thoroughly 
beheve m the constructiOn of branch lines in 
tl1e farming centres. I strongly object to lighter 
lmes than we have at presPnt. \Ve have a branch 
line rnnni11g from '_foowoomba to Grow's Nest, 
and we are told m the last report of tbe 
Commission.~r th:tt it does not pay. Now there 
~tre two trams a day run on that line every d»y 
m ~he wee!<, f?ur on two extra days, and a special 
tram runmng m and out almost every day. That 
line does not pay, for the simple reason that the 
grades are too steep and an engine c:tnnot draw 
more than six or seven trucks at a time. It has 
alr8ady cost £3,f>OO a mile to build, and if the 
grades were cut down the line would pay hand· 
somely. Only the other day I noticed that an 
accident havpened on the Esk line. A train 
load of cattle were coming down and the load 
was an extra heavy 011e for the road. The 
consequence was that the trucks were thrown 
into a heap and were destroyed with the cattle. 
U we are going to build lig-hter lines than that, 
we may as well knock off altogether. I have 
been a?vocating a farmers' line to Goornbungee. 
Tlutt lme was promised by Sir T. Mcilwraith in 
1cl88 ; it was surveyed and surveyed till the 
surveys cost more than it would cost to build the 
line. The local divisional board have given the 
Government a guarantee for the working plans, 
and now we are told thttt they are goitl'' to give 
us another route. I would like to hea; whether 
we are to have this railway, seeing that almost 
thousands of people have settled in the electorate 
on the. understanding that they were going to get 
the rmlway. I thoroughly endorse the appoint­
ment of the L:mds Commission, whose report I 
have read carefully; and I believe that when we 
get the La;nd B!ll before us the report will get 
e.very consrderatwn, and ;ve shall have a good 
hhera} Land Act. I. notice, amongst the BiliR 
prmmsed, one to provide for the reaistration and 
inspection of dairies and to regul~te the manu­
facture, sale, an? <'xport of dairy produce ; 
and, to my mmd, that is Bill that 
should have bem pnt on the statute-hook 
long ago. You are ap aware of the large amount 
of cancer, tuberculosis, and other dieeases going 
through th!" colony. About 30 or 40 per cent. of 
the deaths m the colony are due to those diseases, 
and they are spreadmg. I know that on the 
Brisbane RiYer there are what are called "pig 
butchers.'' They go round the stations buying 
all the '' murnpiesn and "cancers" tl-;ey can 
take th~m \Vest, and slaug\1ter them. They say 
tbBy bml them down and give them to the pi"S 
I do not complain of that; but when they sl';.y 
the cattle they let the pigs have the blood 'in its 
raw state instead of cooking it, and that is where 
the w.hole of the disease is coming from. The 
questwn was asked at the Gatton conference the 
other day bow it ~vas that the pigs were starting 
to get tuberculosis, and the answer was given 
that no pigs got it except those fed on offa.J. I 
ha;p~ened some years ~go to be appointed a com­
nnsswner under the Diseased Animals Act on the 
Darling Downs. Being out on a tour of inspection 
one afternoon with Mr. Tryon the Government 
J~ntomologist, I came across :/, tuberculous cow 
! showed it to Mr. Tryon, and Bent word to th~ 
mspector, Jli1r. Gadsden, who went out a do,y or 
two afterwards, when the cow was now l1ere to 
he fonnd. This cow wa8 milked by the school­
master, who had fonr or five children and what 
milk they did not reqnire was sent r~und tu the 
neighbours. Tba~ i~ the way disease is spread, 
ar:cl I J:wpe the Mmi,ter,. wh.E'n introducing the 
Bill, will see that power 1s giVen to destroy all 

tho~.e cattle not only in the case of dairies but 
also in the case of individuals who have only 
one cow. \Vith regard to the power of th.e 
inspector to destroy stock, Mr. Gordon, the Chief 
Inspector, has written to this effect-

The fact has been overlooked in Toowoomha th:tt the 
Diseased Animals Act was repealed by the Diseases in 
Stock Act of 18S6. Under section 21 of the Act of last 
s~ssion local authoritie"3 have the power to destroy any 
dL'53at:>-ecl stock found straying on a public road or 
l'( ·;cn··e. An juspector ha::; no power to destroy any 
stock exc~pt on the authority of the ~Iinister, given 
under sectwn 13, and the owner is entitled to compen­
sation for stock so destroyed under section 2~. It is to 
be rememberocl t.h:tt the Diseases in Stock Act of 
18P6 was passed to prevent the introduction and 
spread of discasc~.;; in stock, and all its provisions refer to 
infectious and contagious diseases in stock. 
I may say that I, as a commissioner, never re­
ceived any notice of the repeal of the Diseased 
Animals Act. Of course, the Act referred to 
deals :vith di~eases in stock. They never thought 
anythmg about the human beings dying of cancer 
and other things-only of stock. \Ve have been 
employing inspectors to put the ticks down and 
I have been told within the last week that the 
ticks are dying out. I hope they will die out· 
and I hope that when the new Act is passed w~ 
shall have a duly qualified veterinary surgeon 
who will know his duty and do it, without fear 
of any man. Mr. Pound, I believe, says at 
present we cannot define a cancer. The sooner 
we have a gentleman who can define one the 
better for the colony. I must compliment the 
Secretary for Public Lands on the way in which 
he has administered his department. It is 
only within the last six months that the 
leases in the settled districts have expired; 
and in my electorate, within the last three 
!"'onths, we h~ve had over 13,000 acres selected, 
m areas varymg from 1()0 acres to GOO acres. 
The rent is 4~d. an acre per annum, and the 
purchasing price from His. to £1 an acre. 
For mme of those selections there were as many 
as twenty to forty b6nn fide applications, and I 
can assure the Minister that when he throws 
open the balance of those runs be will find that 
all the land fit for agriculture will he taken up 
very smartly. But there is no doubt that a 
large acreage there is not fit for agricnlture. The 
trouble is that the land is in an agricultural 
area, but I can assure the hon. gentleman that a 
lot of it is not worth 1~d. an acre rent per year. 
If a crow had to go down it would want a 
breeching on before it got to the bottom. I have 
lived within a few miles of it for the last thirty 
or forty years-others here know it as well as I 
do-and I assert that it is not fit for close settle­
mt;nt. I trust the hon. gentleman, when he 
brmgs forward his Land Bill, will maJ{e pro­
vision giving people in the settled districts a 
better chance of getting on to the Crown lands. 
1 n CO':Jclusion, I must congratulate the Acting 
Premier upon the honour he has received from 
Her Majesty the Queen. I believe I have known 
him as long as any other member of the House, 
and I can assure him it gives me the greatest 
pleasure to see him in that exalted position. I 
hope he will live long to enjoy his honours. 

IVIr. LEAHY : There are several subjects 
enumerated in His Excellency's Speech on which 
I shall have a good deal to say when they come 
before the House for discussion in the form of 
Bills. At present I do not intend to deal with 
them, although I should like very much to say 
something on the question raised to-night ; but, 
as we shall have an opportunity of discussing it 
in a few days' time, I prefer to wait till then, 
when we can fight the battle fairly on its merits. 
I have given a good deal of time and thought to 
the question of federation, and when the time 
comes I think I shall be in a position to prove 
that it is to the interests of {;\ueensland that 
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we should have federation, or that, at all 
events, we should be heard in the framing 
of a federal Constitution. In the meantime 
it would be just as well to treat the matter 
apart altogether from the Governor's Speech. I 
rise more particularly to refer to certain matters 
connected with the Post Office. The first is the 
manner in which newspapers from the southPrn 
colonies are brought into the south-western part 
of the colony when they come overland. There 
are a great many newspapers and parcels coming 
from New South \Vales and Victoria. I would 
point out that many of the dwellers in South­
western Queensland are old residents of Vic­
tori<t and New South \Vales, and as they 
consequently take a great interest in the everyday 
occurrences in those colonies they naturally want 
to have their mails deliverDd as quickly as 
possible. What is the case? Up to a recent period 
mails from the southern colonies came through 
Bourke and Hungerford, and were delivered in 
four or five days. At presAnt when papers and 
parcels reach Hungerford they are turned back; 
they are carried on to Brisbane, then by railway 
500 miles to Charleville, and then 300 or 400 
miles by coach before they reach their de~tina· 
tion; and those who want their mails have to 
wait five or six days for them. I do not know 
whether this is the result of the Gambling Act, 
which I had some hand in passing, but I certainly 
should never have voted for it if I had had any 
idea that a regulation of this kind was to follow 
the passing of it. I submit it is a matter that 
wants rectifying badly. It was certainly never 
contemplated that newspapers coming from the 
south-respectable newspapers like the Sydney 
.Morning Heralcl and the Nielbourne Argus, fit 
to be placed in the Queen's drawing-room­
should be deli veredin this colony with great pieces 
cut out of them, often to the de,truction of very 
important reading matter. I protest against the 
Postmaster-General or any other man dictating 
to me what kind of literature I shall read, pro­
vided it is reasonable and intelligent, and I shall 
be surprised if this House will allow itself to be 
dictated to in such a matter. \V e are becoming 
altogether too much the censors of morals when 
we refuse to allow such newspapers as I have 
mentioned, which are to be found in every 
clergyman's reading-room in Australia, to come 
into Queensland without being mutilated as they 
are at the pn•sent time. It is outrageouR. I 
asked at the Post Office the rE>ason why mails 
were sent in the way I have described, and the 
answer I got was that it meant a saving of 
£2,000 or £3,000 a year. I should like to know 
how that saving is brought about. They cay, 
so much is saved on the railways ; so many 
papers used to come overland from the south 
that do not come now. All I can say is that 
it is a matter for great regret if the dissemination 
of Melbourne and Sydney newspapers in Queens­
land has been checked by any action of the Post­
master-General. I want to know, as I said, how that 
calculation of saving is made. As far as I can 
see it is only juggling with figures, but even if it 
were a real saving it would not justify the delay 
which occurs in those papers reaching their 
destination, and nothing will justify the mutila­
tion that is carried on in connection with them. 
Then there is the question of parcels. If a lady 
at Thargomindah is get.ting a pair of gloves- she 
can get nearly everything she wants at Thargo­
mindah, but she may want to change the pattern­
they must be sent round by Brisbane. Every­
t.hing must be centralised in Brhbane before it 
goes to the \Vestern country. I prot~st against 
this over-centralisation. It may be said that 
thesf· matters are entirely out~ide the Speech. 
The tmtctice in 11ll the colonies has been to dis­
cuss on the Addre•s in Reply the administration 
of the Government during the recess, and what 

I am referring to at present is the adminis­
tration of the Post Office during the recess. 
I hope I shall never again have occasion to stand 
up in t.his House and censure such administration 
in the same manner. Returning to the question 
of newspapers, supposing they do contain in­
decent ad ;·ertisements, which I entirely deny­
I am sure that the Sydney Morning Heralcl and 
the Melbourne A1·gus would not publish such 
advertisements-that would not justify the 
action of the department. ·while this kind of 
thing is being done in regard to newspapers 
coming from the other colonies, you can see 
posted up in certain shops in the city such pub­
Fcations as the Police Gazette, which contain 
illustrations in which the arms and legs of 
persons are in most immoral positionP. The 
whole thing brings to my mind something I once 
read in one of Fielding's novels, and why, I ask, 
should we strain at a gnat and swallow a 
camel? The hem. member, ::\Ir. Annear, re­
ferred to the appointments which have recently 
been made to the Uppor House. I think I can 
speak without any prejudice against the Govern­
ment in the matter, and I am of opinion that those 
appointments c<tnnot be justified on any ground 
whatever. \Vherever I have been those appoint­
ments have been regarded as scandalous. If any 
pdnciple shoulc! govern appointments .to the 
Upper House it IS that the whole of the dlffere~t 
districts of the colony ;<hould be represented m 
something like the proportion that they are re­
presented in the Lower House. Those parts of 
the colony which have the largest population 
should be represented more largely than the 
sparsely populated di•tricts, but at present we 
have about three-fourths of Queensland not re­
presented in the Upper Chamber. Matters of 
the most vital importance to the whole. of ~he 
\V e'tern districts, like the Land, Rabbit Bills, 
and other measures have to be considered, and 
there is not one man in that Chamber who has any 
practical knowledge on those matters. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Not 1\Ir. 
Allan? 

Mr. LEAHY: No, he knows nothing what­
ever about them; he was never there. I have 
discus,ed matters with him often, and he could 
not himself say that he had a personal knowledge 
of these particular subjects as ~!fecting the 
\V estern districts. At all events, 1f you go to 
any colony where there is aJ! e)ective 1J p~er 
House you will find that the prm01ple of d1stnct 
representation is adopted, and as nearly :>S 
possible that principle should be followed m 
Queensland. That principle is not fc_>llo~ed, and 
the worst feature of the whole thmg IS that, 
whether rightly or wrongly, you cannot get it out 
of the minds of the people that some of the 
appointments are made for the purpose of political 
jobbing. I think the whole of Queensland has been 
treated very badly in the matter, and that .the 
decision arrived at by the gentlemen responsible 
for the appointments has been in the n<ttnre of a 
party decision, without propeJO regard to ~he 
various industries and the vo.ned geographical 
conditions of the colony. I do not believe i:' 
parties · I believe in measures not men, and If 
we are t~ have a second Chamber with co-ordinate 
powers with this Chamber it should be elected, 
or appointed if you like, in such a manner as to 
secure the trained intellects of the country, and 
at the same time show due regard to the differeii;t 
interests and the different geographical condi­
tions of the various districts of the colony. 
Thero are other matters on which I could speak, 
but I de. not think this is the proper time to 
dwell on them, as we shall have an early oppor­
tunity of dealing with them, and I shall t~ere­
fore say nothing further on the present occaswn. 

Mr. O'CONJ\'ELL : I am very glad to hear 
that disapproval with the present method of 



88 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in ReplJI. 

appointing membera to the Upper House has at 
last found expres~ion in this Clutmber. For 
some ye~rs I have been bringing nndor the 
notice of the Government of the day thB fact 
that there is not a solitary member in the 1J pper 
House who is practically conversant with the 
work that is being done in the sugar districts, 
but without any satisfactory rnult. The hon. 
member who la,;t spoke complained of the non­
representation in that Ch~tmber of the p:>~toral 
industry, especially in ·western Queensbnd. 
They have Mr. Tyson, Mr. Morehead, Mr. 
Al!an, Mr. L:nnbert, and Mr. J. C. Smyth. 

Mr. LEAHY: They are not vVestern men. 
l\-1r. O'COXNELL: vVhat >:~bout Mr. J. C. 

Smyth and Mr. Morehel\d? It sc~ms to me that 
the pastoral industry cannot complain of their 
representation in the other Chamber. 

Mr. LEAHY: I did not say the pa,;toral 
industry ; I said the vV est. 

Mr. O'CON~ELL: At >tny mte, there is not 
much >:~dvantage to be gained by further di,,cuss­
ing the matter. At the or.me time I think it is 
very desirable that the House should mark its 
disapproval of the way in which appointments 
are continually made to that f'h>tmber-appoint­
ment~ of persons resident in Brisbane or in 
the Houthern districts, for a very large proportion 
of the members of the Council are residents of 
Brisbane. Referring to the f[Uestion of alien 
mces, during my travels lately I observed " 
danger, and a very paten~ one, to the realisation 
of the desire of tho,e people who want to see the 
colony preserved from inundation by Asiatic•. 
I hope the Government will see their way before 
very long to prevent the large influx of .hpanese 
who are coming into the colony through Thursday 
Island. Theyar~coming there, nominally, to assist 
the 12earl-shellers, but they are becoming " host ; 
and lf some steps are not tal:en, before we know 
where we are we shall have a very lare-e number 
of Japanese, who will not be all agricultural 
labourers, but highly intelligent men who will 
enter into every avoc>ttion >tnd trade. I hope it 
will not be long befor9 the Govemment take 
action, by treaty or otherwise, to stop them. I 
say distinctly, as the representative of a su~ar 
district, that we have no symp!tthy with ,~ny 
such idea as a brge influx of ,Japanese or Chinese 
to enable us to carry on our industry. The 
coloured labour we ha\ e is sufficient for a time 
and there is very little chance of there eve; 
being such a large number of that class of 
labour in. the colony as to be any danger 
to the white people. To a certa,in extent I dis. 
agree with the remadcs made by the hon. m em· 
ber for Woothakata on the ground that it is not 
likely for some years at all events that the sugar 
industry in the North is going to be carried on 
by small farmers. It will take some years before 
the ~ropical.lands there can be supplied with 
st:ffiCient wl~Ite labour to C>;rry on the indnstry 
Without asgrstance. That IS not altocrether on 
account of the climate, for, so far as 'j' can see 
the climate is not half so bad as it has bee~ 
represented ; but there are other conditions 
w?-ich people who are practically acquainted 
With th~ work of s_ngar plantations will tell you 
re.nder 1t very unh)mly that for some years they 
wrll be able to do wrthont some labour which will 
work for a small wage and nnder a long engage­
ment. Of course bon, members are aware that 
I have had some chance of seein"' the mining 
industry of the colony during the last few 
months; and I was much struck when I came 
back. with the ~p!e.>Idid exhibit that Queensland 
ha~ m ~he exlnbitwn. I hope the Secretary for 
l\Imes, If he has. the welfare of the industry at 
heart, will see his way to k0ep that exhibit and 
if pos.~ible have it exhibited in }~no-la.nd an'd on 
the continent of Europe. I believ~ that would 
be the best ud vertisement Queensland could 

possibly have for an industry which I am certalrt 
i' yet in its infancy. \Ve have not the slightest 
idea of the extent of the mineral wealth of 
Queensland at present. A subject referred to in 
the Hpeech, but which I understand it is not the 
wish of the House to discuss in any detail at 
present, is that of federation. I am very 
sorry that Queen?land was not represented 
at the late Convention, and I am pleased 
to find that the Government are now taking 
steps to have the interests of the colony repre· 
sented at the coming Convention. I hope that 
the men who are to be sent will understand that 
they go bo.cct-fideillp pledged ~to do their best in 
the interests of federation. I do not know 
exactly what method will be chosen; but I think 
that the different parties whom the delegates are 
supposed to represent should have some say in 
the choice of representatives. When the Bill 
dealing with the snbject was before the House 
last session, there were several hon. members, 
who, if they were not absolutely opposed to 
federation, threw cold water on it, and I hope 
that those gentlemen, at any rate, will not be 
asked to represent (.lueensland at the next Con· 
vention. 

Mr. DANIELR: vVhy? 
Mr. O'CONNELL: BecausE' I desire that we 

should go to the Convention '1\ith the intention 
of trying to get a Constitution under which we 
may work, and not with the view of trying to 
block that Constitution. If it is not the wish of 
the House to go bona fide into fede_ration, then by 
all means do not send representatives at all. 

Mr. TcRLEY: It is supposed that the delegates 
will represent the express will of the people 
they represent. 

Mr. O'UONNELL : I do not say that the 
different sections that are supposed to he repre· 
sented should not have a voice in the choice of their 
representatives, but in my opinion it is desirable 
that our delegates should go to the Convention 
to assist in framing a workable Constitution. It 
will be very much to the detriment of Queensland 
if it is known that we are sending men who will 
g-o there predisposed to block federation. The 
only other matter that I wish to refer to is the 
promise in the ~peech to deal with the question 
of public instruction. It will be a very fitting 
thing in this Jubilee year to all er our instruction, 
and I hope the Secretary for Public Instruction 
will deal with the question in a liberal spirit, 
and so that those of the younger generation in this 
vear 1tl97 will be able to get a wider and fuller 
amonnt of culture in our public schools tha.n 
they are getting now. I have heard it said that 
it is neither labour nor capital which carries on 
the industries of a country, but brains, and I 
believe that is very largely true, especially in the 
cumpetitive age in which we are living. It is 
very necessnry that the brains should be there to 
direct both labour and c~pital in the direction in 
which they can be most advantageously em· 
ployed. I am hoping that when the Bill comes 
before the House the proposals of the Govern· 
ment will be such as will .neet with the approval 
of every member of the House. 

The POSTMASTER-GEXERAL: As some 
reference has been made in the course of this 
debate to departmental action in thE' Post Office, 
and >tlso in regard to the Railway Department, and 
as some stress has been laid on the postage rate 
on newspapers by the hon. member for Bulloo, 
it is but right that I should take some notice of 
his remarks, and explain the position at the 
present time. Perhaps it would be more in order 
if the matter were discussed when the Estimates 
came on, but as that may be at a period l.1te in 
the session, it is but right that I should take 
notice of what has been said just now, with a 
view to placing before the House and the 
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country the actual position of affairs in connec· 
tion with the Post Office, and in rP:;ard 
to some grievances in connection with the 
Railway Department. The hon. member for 
Bundaberg also commented upon the eccentri­
cities of the Post Office in charging arbitrary 
rates upon newspapers, which to him seemed 
unaccountable. The hon. member did me the 
justice of saying that he did not acmhe me of 
having introduced these new regulations. In­
deed, the hon. member might have gone further 
and pointed out that when we were discussing 
the vote on the :Estimates for the Post Office last 
session, I drew attention to the new rl,Time, in 
which I was supported by the hon. member. I 
then expressed my opinion somewhat adversely 
to the change in the postal tariff by the sub­
stitution on intercoloninl papers of a charge of 
~d. for 2 oz. in lieu of !Jd. for 10 oz. The 
hon. member will admit that very little support 
was givm to our representations. Possibly, had 
fuller weight been attached to the matter, and 
had it assumed the importance that it now 
appe01,rs to as&ume, the action which I am now 
here to defend woulrl have been deferred. The 
hon. member must understand that a Minister 
is placed in a very different position when he 
has to defend the administration of a law or regu­
lation which is in existence, and has been tacitly 
sanctioned by Parliament, without his approval or 
even favourable consideration, from the position 
he would occupy in explaining his objections to 
the adoption of such measure had he prevented it. 
Therefore I have to carry on the administration 
of the Post Office under the new regulations as 
I find them, and as my predecessor did-in the 
interests of the Treasury-and, as I believe, 
in the interests of the public. The trouble 
in regard to newspapers goes further back 
than these regulations, and the real trouble 
is that there is a postal duty upon local papers 
at all. I think that as long as there is any 
postal duty levied upon papers, there will be 
objections raised to the manner in which that 
tariff is levied. The amended regulations were 
fratrled for the purpose of affording protection to 
ocal industry, and preventing outside news­

papers from flooding the country to the rletriment 
of our own local papers. Therefore the inter­
colonial tariff was altered from ~d. for 10 oz. to 
?Jd. for 2 oz., while the inland tariff of ld. for 
2 oz. remains unchanged. So far as the news­
paper proprietors of the colony are concerned, I 
have not heard a single complaint from them on 
account of this change in the tariff. 

Mr. LEAHY: I am a newspaper proprietor, 
and I complained very stron,;ly. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: The hon. 
member complained, so far as I can learn from 
him and from the department, of the delay in 
the arrivctl of papers, while the hon. member for 
Bundaberg complained of the tariff. I may say 
that the question of carrying mail matter is one 
that has attracted the attention, not only of the 
Post Office here, but also of the Postal Depart­
ment in the United States. In the last report 
published by the Postmaster-General there, he 
lays particular stress upon the fact that the 
carriage of second-class mail matter-in which 
he includes the newspaper literature of the 
country-entails an annual loss upon the ex­
chequer of 25,000,000 dollars, and he is actually 
invoking the aid of Congress to alter the tariff so 
as to cover the deficiency. 

Mr. TGRLEY: They have private railways and 
the charges are very heavy. 

The POSTMASTBR-GENERAL: Unfortu­
nately the Postal Department here is not 
oonducted under the happy circumstances of 
Great Britain. The deficiency here has been as 
much as .£80,000 in one year, but happily it was 
reduced to about .£60, 000 last year. Still there 

is a heavy charge entailed upon the general 
to,xpayer for the carriage of mail matter over 
this extensive country. 

Mr. LEAHY: How did the regulations remedy 
that? 

The POSTMASTER-Gl<JKERAL: They 
have in~reased our postal revenue from ne;;;­
papers by about £3,000 n year. 

Mr. GLASSEY: The new regulations? 
The POSTJYL\STE!t-GENERAL: The new 

regulations concern the intercolonial tariff upon 
newspn pers. There has been a considerable 
increase in the postal reYeuue, and no general 
compbints have been made about the regulations, 
which were accepted by a large majority in this 
House when the Postal :Estimates were under 
consideration last November. I cannot be ex­
pected to interfere arbitrarily with the present 

. conditions, particularly without consulting the 
Treasurer, to see if he is inclined to relinquish 
the increase in the postal revenue. I do not 
think there will be any perplexity on the part 
of the hon. member for Bundaberg as to a 
charge which depends upon the weight of a 
newspaper. If those papers on their arrival at 
the southern border are not sufficiently stamped 
they will be surcharged, as usual. The hon. 
member for Bnlloo complains-and undoubtedly 
there is cause for complaint-that his papers do 
not reach Thargomindah so ooon if sent by 
W a!langarra as if sent viro Bourke, but I am told 
that the delay is very moderate. The hon. 
member is not strictly correct in saymg that 
these papers first come to Brisbane and are then 
distributed, as they go from \Vallangarra to 
Toowoomba, and are sent on by the vV estern 
mail to Charleville and then to Cunnamulla. 

Mr. LEAHY: They come to agents in Brisbane 
by parcel, and are posted from here. 

The POST:i'IIASTER-GENERAL: The news­
paper matter carried by the travelling post office 
is deliv8red at Toowoomba for transmission to 
the \V estern country by the Western mail, but a 
large bulk of thP newspapers sent from Sydney 
come to agents here and are posted in Brisbane, 
and go to their destination under the inland tariff, 
which ent:tils delay. The hon. member's objec­
tion will be overcome very largely as soon as the 
section of the line from Charleville to Cunua­
mulla, now under construction, is completed, 
which will be on 1st July. As soon as that hap­
pens I rlo not think there will be more than a 
da.y's delay between the two rontes, ,.;,?, Bourke 
and riri Toowoomba. 

Mr. LE.lHY: That is to Thargomindah, but I 
am speaking of places hundreds of miles south­
west from there. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL : I am 
taking 'l'hargomindah as the objective point. 
This new service will come into operation as soon 
as the section of railway between Cbarleville 
and \Yyamlra is completed. Kewspaper:; posted 
in Sydney on FridayviriBourke will re:1ch Thar­
gomindah on 'ruesday at 10 p.m., while news­
papers posted in Sydney on Thursday night will 
reach Thargomindah t•ia Toow.oomba on Tuesday 
evening,· two hours before the mail 7·ir1 Bourke. 
In regard to the south-western country, that will 
all benefit to a certain extent by the better 
means of communication when the new exten­
sion is opened ; and as this is merely a 
temporary delay, I do not think the hon. 
member's objection has much weight. The chief 
point is whether this intercolonial tariff upon 
newspapers should be maintained, and Reeing 
that the newspaper proprietors in the colony 
would prefer to have the inland tariff removed 
vJtogether, and that it provides such n consider­
able part of the postal revenue, I do not think it 
is advisable to alter it. \Ve are not in the happy 
position of the Postmaster-General of Great 
Britain, whose annual postal revenue exceeds his 
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expenditure by about £4,000,000, under which 
the Chancellor of the :B~xchequer proposee, to 
reduce the whole cost of the carriage of mail 
matter within the United Kingdom to 1d. for 
every 4 oz. 

Mr. LEAHY: I think the £3,000 is very 
doubtful. I should like to know how it is mad'e 
up. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I cannot 
give an analysis of it now, but I can assure the 
hon. member that it ha• been received. The 
hon. grntleman attacked the Post Office on 
account of a censorship of newspapers, but I am 
not aware that during the time I have been at 
the head of the department there has been any 
Vdry severe censorship exercised. The hon. 
member is, with me, partic•ps criminis as we both 
assented, after protest, to the Indecent Advertise­
ments Act, under which the postal authoritiea are 
not given eo much the liberty of juilging of the 
matter, as there is a direction that they shall con­
sider advertisements fmmed in particular phrase­
ology to be indecent. 'rhe present Act provides 
that certain expressions, although they may be 
very largely used in a medical sense, shall be 
considered hy the postal authorities as contraven­
ing the Act. The utmost that has been done is 
to make representation;; to the proprietors of the 
news]mpers in which these advertisements occur 
that they come within the letter of the Queens­
land statute. I may say that the proprietors of 
those journals have endeavoured to meet the 
spirit and the letter of the Queensland statute. 
·when we have represented to them that some­
thing has crept into their papers which contra­
venes th~ .statute they ha,·e met us in a very 
proper sp1nt. 

An HoNOURAm,g ME}!BER : That was not done 
with all the pnpers. 

The POSTMASTBB.-GJ~NERAL: I do not 
know of OJlY selection having been made. I 
know that I have had several first-class papers, 
such as the :Melbourne Argus, the Sydney 
11Io:·ni~tg Hera!_d,, and others, btought under my 
not1ee as contammg phrases and expressions of 
a character which brought them stringently 
within the provisions of the Indecent Ach-er­
tiscments Act, bnt considering them as used to 
give public nnnouncements of men of medical 
and professional ability, I have not considered 
that they have eome within the designation of 
indecent advertisements. But it has been repre­
sented to the publisher that they were amenable 
to the law of the colony, and it was hoped that 
they would exercise such a supervision as would 
render it unnecessary for the postal authorities 
to direct their attention to the matter in the 
future. 

:Mr. DAWSON: ·with the local papers you 
maile no m presentations at all. You simply 
prosecuted them. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I do not 
intend at the present time to enter into any very 
elaborate arguments in connection with the 
Act, but I am of the opinion that a good ::ha! of 
judgment should be exercised in its administra­
tion, and I openly profess a great desire to relieve 
the Pre'''S of any undue censorship. I belieYe in 
the utmost liberty of the Preso so long as it does 
not degenerate into license, or does not contra­
vene the legislation we have passed to keep 
public literature pure and moral. No doubt 
the matter will be fully thrashed ant in 
the ~iscnssion on. the Post Office Estimates, 
and m the meant1me I repeat that, with the 
exception of the remarks of the hon. member for 
Bundnberg, no remonstrance has been addressed, 
to my knowledge, to the postal authorities 
concerning the new intercolonial tariff on news­
paper~. The proprietors of newspapers published 
!n th1s col_ony ha_ve not so much objection to the 
mtercolomal tanff as to the tariff levied on 

the inland mail ; bnt in dealing with an 
extensive country like Queensland, with its 
spnrse or, I may say, its sporadic popula­
tion, the carriage of heavy mail matter is 
a great tax upon the community. In the last 
session hon. members on the other side expressed 
their views fully on the tariff upon newspapers. 

Mr. LEAHY : But you get nothing from it. 
The POS'rMASTER-GE~ERAL: I have 

alrendy explained to the hon. member that by 
renson of the intercolonial tariff on newspapers 
we have secured £3,000 per annum. I have not 
the analysis of the amount to give at the present 
time; but it ha-; been satisfactorily shown to me 
by the Post Office authorities that that has been 
the result of the new regulations. The tariff has 
not increased the cost of the journals to local sub­
sm·ibers in the larger town~, because the papers 
are sent in larg-e packete and bundles to the 
agents, and distributed by them to local sub­
scribers without any additional charge. There 
may be an increased charge where the pro­
prietors of the papers have not established local 
agencies. 

An HoNOcRABLE MEMBER: If the price has 
not increased, where does the £3,000 profit come 
from? 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: From the 
increased charge upon papers posted in the 
south and the surcharges upon their delivery at 
their destination. 

Mr. HoouN : Make them pay. They have a 
right to pay. \Ye have to pay postage, and why 
should not they? Think of a big firm like the 
Fairfaxes sneaking their papers in here without 
postage. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL : It must 
be admitted that this was done with a view to 
protect the newspaper literature of this colony, 
and also to save the Post Office having to carry a 
large amount of dead matter at a public lo•s. 
I say the Treasurer must be consulted upon this 
matter, and I do not feel disposed at present 
to give any promise to the House with respect to 
an alteration. I will take the matter into con­
sideration, and when the Estimates come on there 
will be an opportunity to deal with it further. 
Another matter brought up during the course of 
the debate was that nothing had been done with 
regard to increasing the pay of the maintenance 
gangs on the railways. That is not a~ together 
true, nor vet can it be asserted that a great deal 
has been done. Before the resolution of the hon. 
member for Leichhardt was passed, the matter 
had received the consideration of the Tre!lsurer, 
and in January last, after the resolution of the 
hon. member had been carried, arrears of pay 
to the extent of £14,000 was refunded to the 
maintenance gangs. To bring these men back 
to the full amount they enjoyed previous 
to 1893 would necessitate a large additional 
expenditure, but I must say that since 1893 
there has been an assimilation of the rates 
of pay on the Central and Southern lines. 
J<'ormer ly there were three grades -- one for 
the South, a slight increase for t.he Centre, 
and a further increase for the North. In an 
interview I had with the hon. member for Leich­
hardt I promised to give the matter considemtion, 
and per·haps when the Estimates come on again 
I may have something further to inform him of, 
but in the meantime it is only right to say that 
the Government did take action in accordance 
with the resolution which was passed, and that 
£H,OOO was handed over to the railway em­
ployees. 

:.Vlr. BROWN];]: It is said that on theNormanton­
Croydon line they have been reduced since then. 

The POSTMASTER-GENEHAL : I might 
now be permitted to refer to the meeting of 
the Federal Council in Hobart, and I do so 
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because I do not think it will bring me within 
the scope of a recent discussion, seeing that there 
is no legislation proposed in connection with the 
Federal Council ; and, further, because I happen 
to be the only member present who attended that 
Council on behalf c£ (lueensland. I may say­
and it is a very gratifying circun:stance for me to 
announce--that Queensland &toud pre-eminent at 
that meeting, and chiefly through the marked 
ability-I say it without any undue flattery-of the 
Hon. the Attorney-GenBral and of the Premier. 
There is no doubt that Queensland was prepared 
thoroughly to fulfil the expectations raised in this 
House when the last Referring Bill was passed-­
namely, to advocate and endeavour to pass a 
measure under which the Council might have 
been enlarged and made elective. I very much 
regret to say that the representatives of Queens­
land who endeavoured to impress these views 
upon the Council, and who were handsomely 
supported by the local Press of Tasmania, were 
met by the indifference of the repre•entatives of 
the other colonies, who considered there was no 
other scheme of federation feasible or workable 
than that which they called the " higher move­
ment" of the Federal Convention. Up to a 
recent date Queensland has had the advantage 
of being represented at that Council by one of the 
ablest men in Australasia, Sir Samuel Griffith, 
and it is only fair teat the country should 
recognise that the reputation of the colony did 
not suffer by being entrusted to the able hands 
of the Attorney-General. In support of what I 
have stated I will read an extract from the 
Tasmanian Nw,s of 29th January--

Whatever may be the ren1lts or effects of the present 
session of the Federal Council, it will be conceded that 
the colony of Q.uem1sland has once more proved the 
sheet anchor of the Council. . . . Had it not been 
for the representatives of Queensland it is onlv too 
evident th8,t the present sesRion of the Council Would 
be tantamount to a ca~e of suicide, or at the best death 
from inanition. 'l'he Victorian delegates were appar­
ently quite prepared to sacrifice the Federal Council as 
a peace offering to the insatiability of l\' cw South Wales 
on this matter, and there are signs that some of 
the Tasmanian delegates would have allowed the 
Council to sink into oblivion withoHt any great 
protest. 'fo the delegates from \i\~est .Australia and 
Queensland, notably :llr. Byrne,, therefore belong the 
llononr-Mfor it is an honour-of being loval to the 
Federal Council, and of preventing it from falling into 
absolute contempt. The debate that took place yester­
day and to-day on the motion of Mr. Byrne~-" That, 
in the opinion of this Council, it is desirable that the 
functions, powers, and authority of the l"'ederal Council 
of Australasia should blj strengthened by lH'I)Yision 
being made by the several colonies fat placing it on an 
elective basis "-was of the utmost importance, and we 
have no hesitation in expre.,sing our opinion that a 
great majority of the people of 'fa,smania will be found 
to endorse many of the sentiments expressed br the 
Attorney-General of Queensland. · 
I could quote from other papers to the sn,me 
effect. I must say that there was entire unani­
mity on the part of the Tasmanian Pre;;s as to 
the advisability of enlarging the scope of the 
functions of the Council, which ought to be the 
true germ of federation; but whatever may be 
the outcome of the Federal Convention, there 
was certainly an amount of apathy displayed by 
other representatives which rendered the efforts 
of the Queensland delegates entirely nugatory. The 
Attorney-General introduced four Bills author­
ised by the Referring Bill of htst session-one of 
them of the greatest importance, a J<'ederal 
Quarantine Bill, the desirability of which has been 
affirmed three times by resolution of the J<'ederal 
Council, and which had been referred to that 
body by the colonies of 'Western Australia and 
Victoria, and yet that most important measure, 
with another Bill, was set aside for a more con­
venient occasion. The Tasmanian delegates, as 
well as those from the other colonies, were so 
seized with the grand idea of the Federal Con­
vention that they \\ ould not consider any effort 

to improve the Federal Council. I regret that 
the prospects of longevity of the J<'ederal Council 
are not greater, because I believe it would have 
been found the truest instrument for educating 
the people uf the colonies up to a healthy and 
accurate appreciation of the benefits of federation. 
I do not intend to trespass upon the consideration 
of the Bill which may be presented to us, but I may 
say that I believe a true and lasting Constitntion 
would be one that should grow like the British 
Constitution. It should be the outcome of the 
wants and requirements of the community, and 
not be modelled on cast.iron conditions which 
may be found irksome and galling befote they 
have heen many years in existence. Had the 
J<'ederal Council been maintained with a lnrger 
scope; had it formed a small executive, based on 
moderate lines of expenditure, and also a J<'ecleral 
Court of Appeal, I believe it would have been 
the best feature in educating the people up to a 
more complete federation than the more heroic 
attempt which is being made at the pre•ent time. 
Though the Federal Council me~y cease to exist, 
the representatives of Queensland have been 
earnest in their efforts to promote a liberal feder­
ation beneficial to all, a federation which in 
time will of itself develop a healthy Constitution 
suited to the conditions of the various colonies; 
and whatever may be the fate of what is known 
as the higher movement, Queensland has no 
reason to accept any opprobrium on account of 
being half-hearted in the cause of federation, 
because up to the present Queensland has pursued 
that path which was deemed most likely to 
bring the movement to an early and satisfactory 
issue. I do not think there is anything more in 
the Speech to which I need specially refer. It 
conta.ins a good deal of matter; at the same time 
I think it will be interesting and instructive to 
the people throughout the colony, even to those 
who are not pofiticians, because it will place 
before them the position of public matters in 
such a guise that they may le~rn what the 
Governm<:nt have done. And from the attitude 
of the Acting Premier I think the House and 
the country may expect from him and his col­
leagues the ful!e,t information in connection with 
their respective departments when desired. 

Mr. McCORD : As hon. members who have 
spoken have gone into mattersatfnlllengtb, and 
as most of the Bills mentioned in the Governor's 
Sveech are likely to come before us later on, I 
shall not refer to them now. I shall have other 
opportunities of expressing my views upon them 
then, but there are one or two matters to which 
I should like to draw attention. I heartily 
approve of the action of the Government in 
sending lecturers home to induce people to come, 
because any means adopted for the purpose of 
bringing people and money to the colony must be 
of advantage to the community, In many parts 
of the old country very little is known of Queens­
land, and our vast mining, agrieuloural, and 
pastoral resources are very little understood 
in other parts of the world. 8ome of our 
pursuits, particularly the pastoral and the agri­
cultural, are in a shaky state at present. Many 
farmers are labouring under great disabilities 
owing to the drought; and while we are asking 
people to come to the colony we must also bear 
in mind those who m·e already here. In the 
electorate of Bnrnett I know good farmers who 
havP. been struggling for the last few years 
against all sorts of adversities, and who require 
some consideration and assistance. In that 
electorate there are 3,317 oquare miles that have 
been leased to pa,toralists ; of that area, there 
are 3,233 square mik, available fur settlement; 
and I agree with the hon. member for lYlary· 
borough that while we have these large 
areas of very good land there is no reason why 
the Government should buy land. I also approve 
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of the Premier going home to represen c Queens­
land, which will be one of the first colonies of 
the Xustralian group. It has the biggest assets, 
and only wants people and money to develop it. 
As an instance of the natural wealth of the 
colony in reference to mining, I m>ty mention 
that during last se;.<<,ion I waited on the Minister 
for Mines to get something from the prospecting 
vote for two deserving men in our neighbourhood 
who wanted a little assistance. They got a 
little assistance-it was not much-and they 
went out. I see by a report that they found a new 
field where there are already six or seven mines 
working; and those prospectors are now in a posi­
tion tosupporHhemselves. I mention this to show 
that we have such an unlimited and undeveloped 
territory that the more people we have the more 
cho,nce there will he of developing the country. 
The farmers have had a great deal to contend 
with of late. Many of them have had no crops; 
others have only had half-crops. This not only 
applies to the ordinary larmers who grow wheat and 
maize, but eo the clugar farmers as well. Dut, of 
course, this has been an exceptional year, and we 
may confidently hope for better times. 'l'here is 
another rm.tter in this connection which I should 
like to see some younger men of the House take 
up, and that is to bring the producer and the 
consumer closer t<>gether. It will come even­
tually, though not proba!Jly in my time. One 
way would be to provid'< that maize, for in­
stance, before being offered for sale, should be 
graded into three classes-first, second, and 
third, and that it should all be pooled and put 
into a granary to be held, so that the producer 
would be able eventually to get a reasonable price 
for it. If all the maize wa·; treated iri that way one 
result would be that a man growing maize at one 
end of a district would not be competing with a 
man who grew maize at the other end of it. 
'l'hat maize can he kept for a long period wHh 
proper care I know from my own experience. I 
have kept it for two years, and it was just as 
sound at the end of that period as at the beginning. 
\Vheat and other products could be treated in 
the o·dme way. \Vith regard to the Land Dill, 
the delay that has taken place has done no harm. 
It is one of the most important mea,ures that 
coulcl come before us, and the Royal 0Jmmission 
which was appointed to go through the country 
anrl ascertain the views of the people on the 
matter, has clone very good work. Judging from 
the members of the Mining· Commission, 1 fally 
expect to have to make a similar remark 
regarding them when they have finished their 
labours. \Vith reference to education I think 
more consideration should be given to teaching 
girls in our State schools how to sew, cook, and 
wash, and to teaching boys the use of tools, to 
prepare them for after life. I was much dis­
appointed that the Speech made no reference 
to any assistance to the farmers in the 
way of establi.<hing flour-mills. Some time ago 
a deputation from the J;'n.rmers' Union waited 
upon Sir HU!jh Nelson on this matter. He 
agreed with them that it was desirable that 
wheat should be grown profitably, and he said 
he saw no reason why flour-mills should not be 
established on the same basis as the sugar 
guarantee mills. Indeed, I was led to believe 
that it would be one of the measures to he 
bron;0ht forward. However, Sir Hugh Nelson 
has gone home, and mo,,ot likely the m1ttter has 
bceea overlooked. I trust the 1!'«1rmers' Union 
will renew their efforts in this direction, and 
that a Dill to give effect to it will be one of the 
measures passed during the present session. It 
seems absurd that so many million bushels of 
wheat should be imported every year from 
California and elsewhere into a colony which 
ought not only to grow all its breadstulfs, but 
to be an exporter of them as well. In conclusion, 

I congratulate the hon. members for Dalonne ahd 
W oothakata on their able speeches in moving 
this motion, which I support heartily. 

Mr. DOLES : The hon. member in his opening 
remarks laid great stress on the question of 
immigration. It seems to him to he the panacea for 
all the ills the colony labours under. There is 
no doubt we want population very badly ; 
still thac does not bear out his argument 
that the Government could not have done better 
than send home lecturers with the view of 
bringing out people to settle on the land. The 
colony hs' had a good deal of experience in that 
direction, but I do not think the result so far can 
be considered a remarkable success. I will ask 
the hon. member if he has known one man in five 
coming from the old country and taking up land 
straight away who has ever made farming pay. 
In my experience the percentage is even smaller. 
I am speaking of men who came out with money 
in che1r pockets and settled at once on agrioul­
tural or grazing farms. Those who have made it 
a success are men who have been in the colony 
for some years and have gained practical ex­
perience, and who have earned that success 
by knowledge, energy, and perseverance. To 
say you can bring men from England with­
out experience, and settle them on the land 
in a colony like this, and expect them to be 
prosperous all at once is a perfect farce. 
Dut I think that by encouraging the mining 
industry, and by the adoption of a really good 
and liberal land system, we should do much to 
attract a large number of people to the colony. 
I was sorry to notice that the hon. member, ]}1r. 
Annear, referred rather deprecatingly to the 
mining industry, as in my opinion mining is the 
foundation of the prosperity not only of Queens­
land but also of the whole of Australia. 'Vbere 
would the colonies be to-day if it bad not been 
for the great industry of mining? I regret that 
the hon. member should have referred in dis­
paraging terms to that industry. 

Mr. ANI•!EAR : I did not. 
Mr. BOLES: Then it must have been the hon. 

member's colleague who did it, for I have the 
matter on my notes. Mining is one of our prin­
cipa,l industries, and one thac is likely to Lring 
population to the colony. I am q,Jite sure that 
the Government would only be doing the right 
thing if they put, say, £15,000 on the Estimates 
to encourage prospecting and deep-sinking, and 
that as a result of such encouragement a very 
desirable class of immigrants would he attracted 
to the colony. This should be backed up by a 
hberallancllaw, not such a law as we have had 
in the past, but one of the character suggested 
by the Secretary for Lands bst year, under 
which people would be allowed to take up land 
at its proper value, and not at a price fixed 
by statute. Hitherto we have had land classed 
as agricultural, though much of it was only fit 
for pastoral purposes. With regard to light 
railways, while I do not claim to be an experc on 
that matter, I think that the proposals of the 
Government will prove beneficial in opening up a 
la1·ge amount of country. Of course such lines 
may not be suitable for the extension of trunk 
railways, but I do not see why they should not be 
of great service in opening up tracts of back 
country here as they have been in America. I am 
sorry that we on this side are in the sttme position 
that we were in last session-that is to say, that 
we are without a leader of the Opposi­
tion. Speaking honestly, I do not altogether 
know in what position I am. \V e, in this 
pare of the House gt~nerally, look to the 
hon. member for Enoggera as our political 
mentor, buc we have another leader on this side 
in the hon. member for Bundaberg. vV e do not, 
however, seem to be able to raise a, constitutional 
leader of the Opposition, consequently I suppose 
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that in a general way we are all leaders. I 
mention thiR matter, because for the sake of 
the country I think it is a piLy that we have not 
a proper con•titutionalleader of the Opposition. 
We all know that a good Government is the 
outcome of a good Opposition, and I hope that 
members on this side will take the hint, and 
that before the session ends we shall be able to 
form some sort of n,n Opposition with a proper 
leader. 

Mr. CRoss: You declined that. 
lVIr. BOLES: No, I do not decline it, for I 

have always been anxious that we should have a 
prcperly recognised leader of the Opposition. 
Before referring to the Addreb3 in Reply I wiBh 
to say that I feel keen sympathy with the Acting 
Premier in the great grief he has recently been 
called upon to bear, a grief that every member, 
especially those who are parents, can readily 
sympathise with. At the same time I heartily 
congratulate him on the distinguished honour he 
has received in the knighthood bestowed upon 
him by Her Majesty. I also congratulate our 
worthy Minister for Railways on the honour 
Her Majesty has been pleased to bestow 
npon him. Some members have rather depre­
cated his appointment to the Ministry, but 
I think the Premier made a wise selection in 
appointing him Secretary for Railways and 
Postmaster-General. He is an old member of 
the House, and is one of those who for many 
years were members of the old Liberal party. 
I am mther pleased to see that the Government 
have recognised so useful a politician, and I am 
sure that the appointment does them credit. I 
believe it will have a good effect, and that the 
country generally approves of the appointment. 
I feel pretty sure that the members on this side 
congratulate the hon. gentleman on his accession 
to the Government. The opening paragraph of 
the Speech refers to the :Premier's visit to 
England. Some members have thrown uold 
water on that ·Visit, and think t!JP hon. gentle­
man should have been here in hi;, place in Parlia­
ment, I am not disposed to tn.ke that view. 
If the Premier really went home with a view to 
attending the Jubilee celebrations, and for that 
purpose alone, I should be inclined to say that 
as he was likely to meet so many leading men 
from different parts of the world he is likely to 
do us a gre::tt deal of goocl, and for that reawn 
we can well spare him. He is very ably repre­
sented here in his absence, and I do not think 
we are likely to miss him in any way. By 
being rcpre.Qented in England at a time like the 
present, we shall gain more than if he were 
present in Queensland. In fact, it would 
have been ::1 mistake had someone not rer·re­
sented us in England. With regard to the visit 
of the Attorney-General, I accept the statement 
of the Acting Premier, and I dare say his trip 
will do him a great deal of good. The hon. 
member for Maryborough dealt very pointedly 
with the question of electoral reform. The hon. 
member, being an old Australian, is likely to 
carry a good deal of weig·ht. I am quite opposed 
to the opinion of thehon. member. The electoral 
laws of Queensland are not so liberal as he tried 
to make out. He has a] ways represented a town 
constituency, where, if a man wishes to get his 
name on the roll, all he has to do i" to go to the 
police magistrate or clerk of petty ses,ions-he 
need not lose an hour over it ; but in coast 
districts even-not to speak of the baek blocks-­
a man may have to ride fifty mile" to get a justice 
of the peace to attest his claim, and if he wants 
to get a claim from a clerk of petty sessions he may 
have to travel f'Ven further. Then the magistrate 
may not be at home, or he may not be willing to 
attest the claim. Then, after he has got it 
attested, the claim has to come before the local 
bench, where it may be thrown out as informal. 

Consequently it is almost impossible for men to 
get their names on the rolls. I have known men 
ride thirty miles on a Sunday to get a magistrate 
to attest their claims, and then the magistrates 
have refused to witness the signatures on that 
day. 

Mr. MoDoNALD : Perhaps he told them he did 
not know them. 

Mr. BOLES: 'rhat might be so. 
:Nir. ANNEAR : ·what about schoolmasters? 
1\fr. BOLBS: In the country districts they ara 

all provisional teachers, and thoy are not entitled 
to witness claims. 

Jltir. HooLAN : There has never been ::1 solicn,ry 
case of a school teacher attesting a ch.im. 

Mr. BOLES: I have known of ca"·JS in whic-h 
school teachers have attested claims. I am very 
pleased that the Government intend to bring in 
a Bill to enable men to exercise their rights al 
elections. The next subject dealt with is federa­
tion. I am not going to touch on that at all. We 
hav<· heard a great deal about it to-d:.y already. 
I suppose the report of the Mining Commi:··3ion 
will come later on. I h0pe it will be a goud one, 
and one which will benefit the industry. \Vith 
regard to the Land Bill I trust that it will be 
liberal. It cannot be too liLeral. If we assict 
the mining industry a.nd have a liberal land law, 
there will be very little necessity to send home 
lecturers, because people will come here volnn­
tarily--people with money and experience, who 
will be prepared to settle in the country. 'rhero 
is just one matter to which I shdl allude 
before I sit down, and that is with re<:;ard to t.he 
tick plague in Central and Northern Queens­
land. Some people in the South know very 
little about it, except that they are in a 
sort of panic over it. At the s tme time, I 
believe the pastoralists in the South are having 
a very good time. '!.'hey bwe the pastoralists 
in the Central and X orthern districts "on 
toast," and hold a monopoly. There has been 
a g-reat deal of laxity and negligence and mal­
aflminisLration in connection with this tick 
business. 'l'he regulations have been adminis­
tered and the boundaries fixed in an arbitrary 
manner, and I expect to h·.ar, from what I know 
of the way in which clean cattle have been im­
pounded in portions of Central (,lueensland, that 
before very long sensational claims for comt,enba­
tion are made on the Government, and I really do 
not oee why they should not get it. This is due to 
rnaladministration and to a desire to sene the 
South at the expense of the other portions of the 
colony. \V bile the tick was in the ]'\ orth, very 
little attention was paid to it ; but after it had 
crept clown to Central Queensland ther3 was a 
cry raised that if it came any further it would be 
cletrirnantal to the people of the South. Im­
mediately the barrier went up, and ,-.·ithout clue 
regard to clean cattle. People have eh· :w cattle 
impounded in such a way that they are not 
allowed to travel. Just to show how peculiarly 
the Act has been administered, I may ny that 
in my district, where no ticks have been seen, 
the boundary cuts off the town from the out­
side district. All the farmers and diggers in 
the Port Curtis district who have business with 
Gladstone have to hunt up the inspector before 
they can return to their homes, and sometime,; 
the inspedor is away and cannot be found for 
two or three days. Thus these men have to losa 
their time, as they are liable to a heavy tine if 
they go without hi' perruis.;ion. One emall 
pastoralist-what we term a "cocky"- got per­
miscion, and openly bra;;ged that he had worked 
the department. '!.'hen the Monte Christo cattle 
were permitted to travel, and I agree that they 
oughe to be .permitted, seeing that they were 
clean. But what was most surprising was that 
the Targinnie cattle were refused permission 
to travel, This arbitrary way of dealing with 
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such matters shows the greatest amount of 
ignorance and incompetence, and Mr. l'.1organ 
was perfectly justified in bringing the matter 
before the New South \V ales authorities. 
I feel sure there are many persons in my district 
who would rather see a good healthy immigration 
of ticks than put up with the way in which the 
rt'<:nlations are being administered, but the 
que"tion will come before the House in a very 
short time and there will be a debate upon it. It 
is all Yery fine for the Go\'ernment to say thttt 
1\ew South \Vales will not budge, but uniP's our 
Government do something to show that they 
themselves are in nn dread of the ticks in the 
localities I refer to, it is not likely that the New 
South Wales people will give way. It is a most 
sPriou" question affecting a large and important 
indnstry in Central Queensland, and it is quite 
possible that the 'l'reasurer wiil be calkd upon to 
meet the cq"Je. 

Mr. KIDSTON: I beg to move the adjourn­
ment of the debate. 

Question put and pas;;ed ; and the resumption 
of the debate made an Order of the Day for 
to· morrow. 

'l'he Honse adjourned at twenty-eight minutes 
to 10 c'clock. 




