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WEDNESDAY, 28 OCTOBER, 1896. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

FACTORIES AND SHOPS BILL. 
On the motion of the HOME SECRETARY, 

it was agreed-
That this House will, at its next sitting, resolve 

itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the 
advisableness of introducing a Bill to make provision 
for the supervision and regulation of factories and 
shops, and for the limitation, in certain cases, or the 
hours of working therein, and for other purposes. 

SANDGATE RACECOURSE BILL. 
REPORT OF SELECT 001!11ITTEE. 

Mr. LEAHY presented the report of the 
select committee on this Bill, and moved that it 
he printed. 

Question put and passed; and the second read­
ing of the Bill made an Order of the Day for 
Thursday, 5th November. 

SUPPLY. 
STATE OF PRIVATE BUSINESS. 

The TREASURER: Mr. Speaker,-I move 
that you do now leave the chair. 

Mr. GROOM: I rise for the purpose of asking 
the hon. gentleman wheth0r he can see his Wl1Y 

clear to give private members a little more time 
than they have at present to dispose of the 
business which has now accumulated on the 
paper. From the time the session commenced 
up to the present, private members have had 
only two hours on Thursday ; it is a very skilful 
piece of engineering to get your motion at the 
top of the paper for Thursday, and the member 
who happens to be successful in doing so gene­
rally occupies the whole time up to 6 o'clock. As 
far as I can see, the time for private members' 
business is now monopolised up to the 19th of 
November. \Ve are drawing to the close of the 
session, and there are one or two matters in con­
nection with private business that members 
would like to dispose of if possible, and I should 
like to know if the hon. gentleman can see his 
way clear to give private members a little more 
time for that purpose. 

The TREASU R !';}{: I have the utmost desire 
to accommodate hon. members who have motions 
or Bills on the paper, but it is difficult to know 
how to do that, unless we gave up some Govern­
ment time. As a matter of fact the Government 
business on the paper is proceeding very slowly; 
as hon. members will see we are a good bit behind 
with Supply and other business, compared with 
what is customary at this stage of the session. 
If hon. members who have motions or Bills on 
the paper would agree among themselves which of 
those are matt,,,rs of urgency and importance, and 
which will lead to "business" during the preeent 
session, I should be quite prepared, if it would 
suit the convenience of hon. members, to give up 
some Government time to facilitate the getting 
of those disposed of one way or the other. I 
make that offer in good faith. Probably each 
hon. member will consider his motion one of the 
most important, but there may be some means 
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of members coming to an amicable arrangement 
among themselves as to which matter is and 
which is not one of nrgency. Of course there is 
another way of doing ·it, that is by sitting one 
more day a week-namely, on Friday-but the 
experience I have had with regard to that is that 
we do not get any further forward by meeting 
on Fridays. That sitting is often abused. We 
know that on a Friday a large number of mem­
bers do not attend the House. I am one of them, 
I admit. The sitting is abused in this way, that 
it is taken advantage of to snatch a division or a 
vote on a mntion when other hon. members are 
not prepared for it. A good many motions are 
looked upon in the light of fireworks, but if I 
knew which were really intended for business, or 
were going- to result in business, I should be very 
happy indeed to give up a portion of Govern­
ment time to facilitate the passing of those 
motions or Bills. 

Mr. CROSS: The hon. gentleman has said 
that he has the utmost desire to assist hon. mem­
bers who have business on the paper, but his 
conduct does not exactly conform to that state­
ment. I have two items on the paper, and the 
hon. gentleman himself called "not formal" to 
one of them. He did not evjln do me the 
courtesy of allowing the Bill to go through its 
initial stagoo, and that is in the face of his state­
ment that he desires to assist private members 
to get business off the paper. The Attorney­
General a!Ko was instrumental in preventing a 
matter going through its formal stages, so that 
there are two matters which I have asked leave 
to introduce, and I have not obtained that leave 
yet. One of these bits of fireworks is now legis­
lation in four of the other colonies, and the 
speeches made Joy hon. members on the other 
side show that they do not refiiard it as fireworks 
at all, but of urgent necessity. The Premier 
himself has admitted in various ways the desir­
ability in some form or another of passing the 
Bill I allude to. 

The PREMIER: Not when introduced by a 
private member. 

Mr. CROSS: In reply to that interje~tion, I 
may say that the hon. member was offered by 
myself, nearly three years ago, an opportunity 
of introducing the matter himself. I admit that it 
is not the business of a private member to intro­
duce a State Advancee Bill, and the GGvernment 
have been requested to do so, and they have 
many supporters in consequence of their promises 
in that respect. vVe have a Farmers' Repre­
sentatives Union, which is supposed to take care 
of the farmers, but it has taken no steps to 
induce the Government to bring this matter 
forward. I hope the hon. member will bring it 
forward, and when he does I will take the first 
opportunity of asking him to offer facilities to 
get these matters a stage or two further forward 
on the paper. From my experience, Friday 
sittings have not given the good results which 
some hon. members anticipated ; they have been 
put to a very bad use indeed. Any proposition 
that comes from this side of the House has 
generally been stonewalled by the senior member 
for Mackay and some of his colleagues. I hope 
the leader of the House will see his way to offer 
facilities to carry through some of these matters. 

Mr. BROWNE : I can hardly agree with the 
last speaker or the Premier in regard to Friday 
sittings. So far as stonewalling goes, hon. mem­
bers opposite stonewall as much on Thursdays 
as on Fridays, and the reason given by the 
Premier that a great many members do noli 
attend on that day, and divisions are often 
snatched, is not much to the credit of those hon. 
members who do not attend. A great many 
hon. members cannot get away to their homes 
on Fridays; they have to stay in Brisbane as 

long as the session lasts, and in is distinctly 
unfair that they should be kept kicking their 
heels about Brisbane week after week when they 
might be getting through business. It seems as 
if we are not to have any facilities for getting on 
with business because others do not attend. 
Private members should have more time to get 
through their business, whether it is fireworks or 
not. The Premier seems to be a judge of that 
kind of thing; let him select the fireworks him­
self, and fix the 5th November to deal with the 
lot; that would be a most appropriate day. 

Question put and passed. 

COMMITTEE, 
Question-That £5,000 be granted out of the 

loan fund for immigration-stated. 
Mr. GLASSEY: They had been informed by 

the Treasurer that three gentlemen were to be 
appointed as lecturers and immigration agents 
in Great Britain and the South of Europe. 
Since then Mr. Randall had been reappointed 
to Great Britain, and Mr. Lyons, from the 
Education Department, was also to be a lecturer 
and agent there. In addition, Mr. Finucane, 
who had held a position in the Police Depart­
ment for many years, had been appointed a 
commercial agent and lecturer. Mr. Black, a 
verv able member of that House, was appointed 
a commercial agent some years ago; but they 
had never yet had a report from him, and he 
had never yet been able to see what value Mr. 
Black gave for the money he received during 
the two years he was in England. They ought 
to have some information as to what salaries 
those officers were to receive, and as to whether 
they would have a free hand in regard to 
travelling allowances, and also as to the value 
they were likely to give for their money. Mr. 
Finncane might be a man with more commercial 
knowledge and ability, and might know fuow to 
approach people in Germany; and in his case the 
colony might receive more value for its money 
than they did in the case of Mr. Black, but if they 
did not the money would not be well spent. He 
had not a word to say against any of those gentle­
men, but Mr. Finucane had been a long time in 
the Police Department, and was formerly in the 
military service, and it seemed rather peculiar 
that such a man should be appointed a commercial 
agent. \Vhat knowledge could Mr. Lyons have 
after his many years' experience in the Education 
Department, unless he had had some experience 
in his early life that they knew nothing about? 
What reason could be adduced for the appoint­
ment of that gentleman to such an important 
position, or, indeed, what reason could be given 
for any of the appointments under the existing 
circumstances of the colony? If literature con­
cerning the colony was to be distributed, or if 
exhibits of its products were to be made in 
various parts of thR world, they might prove 
of some value, but he could see no good to be 
derived from appointing three gentlemen to 
induce men of ·capital to settle in the colony 
upon tracts of country on which the Committee 
had no information. They had had no specific 
information from the Secretary for Lands as to 
where those people who came to t,l,ueensland 
were to be accommodated. On all those points 
the Committee was entitled to some more definite 
information than it had yet received. 

Mr. SMITH : When they were discussing the 
motion brought forward by the hon. member for 
Bulimba a great deal had been said with regard 
to the situation of the Agent-General's office. If 
the colony was to be advertised, it was essential 
that the Agent-General's office should be in as cen­
tral a position as possible, and he wished to know 
whether it was the intention of the Government 
to shift the Agent-General's quarters to a more 
eligible site? 
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The TREASURER: He had received no 
information from anyone that the Agent­
General's quarters were not suitable. 

The Hon. J. R. DICKSON : Y on promised to 
inquire. 

The 'rREASURER : He was inquiring, hut 
he had not yet received any reply. He thought 
the Agent-General did as mnch good where he 
was as if his offices were in the centre of the 
Strand. With regard to the men appointed to 
go home and make known the great facilities 
they were offering and intended to offer to people 
to induce them to settle in this country, he 
thought the hon. member for Bnndaberg had 
been somewhat unfair in. his observations with 
regard to Mr. Hume Black. Mr. Black was a 
man of great capabilities. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Hear, hear! . 
The TRI<JASURER: A great deal of his work 

did not appear on the surface. It did not appear 
in the Treasury returns. That was never ex­
pected. The hon. member might reasonably 
have considered that Mr. Black went home in 
the year of the crisis-1893. 

An HONOURABLE ME;IIBER: He would not have 
gone home if the crisis had not been coming on. 

The TREASURER : If they had known of 
what was going to transpire in 1893, very likely 
the House would never have authorised Mr. 
Black to go home; but, as he had said the 
previous evening, he did not want to infringe on 
the privileges of the hon. member for Bundaberg. 
He did not pretend to know everything, and he 
really could not tell what would happen next 
year, or even the year after. With regard to the 
salaries of the men who had been chosen to go home, 
in the first place Mr. Finncane was a native of 
the part of Europe to which he was now being 
sent, and could speak the languages of all the 
people along the shores of the Mediterranean. 
He was a man who had taken a great interest 
in agriculture, especially in the cultivation of 
olives, the vine, and other things of that sort. 
He was a man of great intelligence. It was 
quite possible that the time he had been pent up in 
the Police Department might have restrained the 
full development of his capabilities; but they 
were now giving him an extended field in which 
to work, and he believed that the result would 
be a great success. He was to get the same 
salary as he had received as chief clerk in the 
Police Department-£500 a year. Of course 
there would be travelling expenses. 

Mr. DAWSON: That will be another £500. 
The TREASURER : He did not know 

whether it would be, but if Mr. Finucane did 
all that he expected of him during the nf\xt 
twelve months it would be another £500, or even 
more. Hon. members should not be so envious 
of every man who got £)00. When he had been 
a bachelor, working on his own account in 1867 
and 1868, he had got £1,000 a year. Men had to 
be paid for their talents. The other gentleman 
who had been appointed the hon. member for 
Bundaberg had rather scornfully sneered at as a 
schoolmaster. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Nothing of the sort. I think 
he is a very able man. 

The TREASURER : He would like the hon. 
member to express himself in language they could 
understand, because he had thought the hon. 
member had referred to Mr. Lyons in a very dis­
paraging manner as being a schoolmaster, who 
knew nothing but how to teach a school. He 
had been selected for the bnsiness because they 
believed he had special talents in that direction. 
The salary he would receive would be the same 
as he was getting now-namely, £300 a year, with, 
of course, travelling expenses. All of the agents 
would have their passages paid to their various 
fields of operations and back again. He did not 
know whether the hon, gentleman believed in 

Mr. Randall, but at all events the hon. member 
himself was a standing and speaking example of 
what Mr. Randall could do, seeing that he was 
the means of bringing the hon. gentleman to the 
colony. If he could bring to the colony men of 
such high talents and abilities as the hon. mem­
ber for Bundaberg that wa' the best certificate 
he could have. He would receive the same 
salary as Mr. Lyons. He intended to instruct 
the Agent-General to be in no way stingy in the 
way of paying all kinds of expenses which those 
gentlemen might incur. He referred to photo­
graphs, lantern slides, etc., so as to show the 
people of England and the Continent what 
Queensland was like. Those articles would all 
be supplied free of cost, and the agents would 
also be supplied with literature in whatever 
quantity they might require. He hoped and 
believed that the steps which they were taking 
now would result in substantial benefit to the 
colony. 

The HoN. G. THORN: In his opinion the 
site of the Agent-General's office was the best 
that could possibly be procured, as it was close 
to the House of Commons and very central. 
·with regard to the agents .who were going home, 
in his opinion it would be sheer waste of money 
to send them. No doubt they were all excellent 
men, but he was quite sure the colony would 
reap no advantage from the work of those 
gentlemen. What they wanted was a proper 
Agent-General, a man of the stamp of the late 
Mr. Jordan. Some hon. members were under 
the impression that Mr. Jordan sent a great 
many paupers out to this colony. No doubt he 
did send some poor people, but he also sent a 
number of small capitalists who were established 
all over the colony, some iu his own electorate 
and some in the Rosewood, and very successful 
colonists they had proved. Those persons were 
living examples of the excellence of Mr. Jordan's 
work. He was ,,,lrry to see such a small sum put 
down for immigration, and thought a small sum 
should be voted for assisted immigration. A 
few shiploads of females should be brought out 
here, especially for the North. Hon. members 
representing Northern constituencies would 
know there were very good reasons for that. 
He hoped, therefore, the Government would at 
once set in motion the Acting Agent-General, so 
that that class of immigrants might be sent out 
here. It was time that they appointed an 
Agent-General. Mr. Dicken was a lawyer; 
perhaps that was the reason for keeping him in 
the office for so long, but the time had come 
when they were due for a really good man who 
would render some substantial service to the 
colony. 

Mr. GROOM did not think they should form 
too sanguine an opinion as to the successes 
which would be accomplished by the agents who 
were being sent from the colony. The Secretary 
for Public Instruction the other evening referred 
to the large number of immigrants who were 
leaving Great Britain and the continent of 
Europe for the United States, and he said the 
number was something like 1,000,000 a year. 
Those figures were inaccurate. He had before 
him a copy of the Weekly Times, which 5ave 
a return of the nationalities and destination 
of the passengers leaving the United Kingdom 
for places out of Europe during August, 1896, 
and the eight months ending 31st Augusc, 1896, 
compared with the corresponding periods for the 
previous year. Those who went to the United 
States were 6,947 English, 2,157 Scotch, and 
3, 915 Irish; a total of 12,619. The foreigners 
who left during that time were 6,668, so 
that the total was only 19,182, as against 
19,004 for the corresponding period of 1895. 
To British N6rth America the total number 
of emigrants during the same month was 
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2,397. To Australasia, which included also 
Tasmania and New Zealand, the emigration 
amounted to only 814 as against 1,000 in the 
corresponding month of last year. The number 
who left for South Africa was 4,024 as against 
2, 792 in August, 1895. To all other places the 
number was 1,252. The gross total for August, 
1896, amounted to 27,745 as against 37,401 for 
August, 1895, or a falling off of nearly 10,000. 
During the eight months of the present year 
108,704 went to the United States as against 
135,269 in 1895-a falling off of nearly 27,000. 
To British North America the number was 17,075 
as against 15,924 last year; in that case there 
was an increase. To Australia the total number 
this year was 5,606, as against 6,095 for the 
correeponding period of last year. To the Cape 
of Good Hope the increase was 7,000, the num­
bers being 21,000 in 1896 as against 14,000 in 
1895. The total for the eight months was 
161,759 in 1896 as against 179,000 in 1895, or a 
decrease of 18,000. What he wished particularly 
to call attention to was the fact that during 
August last only 800 persons left Great Britain 
for the Austrab,ian colonie8, and it would be no 
exaggeration to assume that the majority of those 
were returning colonists. He knew some of the 
difficulties an immigration agent had to contend 
with in 1892, and he did not suppose the cir­
cumstances had materially altered since then. 
The Canadian Government at that time 
were extremely liberal as far as their agents 
were concerned. They had any amount of 
means at their disposal for advertising the 
attractions of the country, not the least effec­
tive of which were travelling caravans con­
taining specimens of what the country was 
capable of producing. And the lecturers could 
say, what Mr. Randall was never allowed to say, 
" If you go to Canada, I undertake to offer you 
on behalf of the Government 160 acres of land as 
a free gift." They also offered a sort of pre­
emptive right to 160 acres more land adjoining 
on certain easy conditions at a doller an acre. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Two 
dollars and a-half. 

Mr. GROOM : Perhaps the hon. gentleman 
was referring to the terms offered by the Union 
Pacific Railway Company, who also had lecturers 
employed on their behalf at that time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : N 0 ; those 
are the terms offered by the Government. 

Mr. GROOM : There might have been an 
alteration in that respect since 1892. He believed 
it was quite right to send someone home to make 
known the attractions of Queensland. No doubt 
the prec;ent Agent-General was doing as effective 
work as he could with the means at his disposal, 
but he had not the same means to make the 
colony known that were at the disposal of the 
Agents-Gf'neral of Canada and of New Zealand. 

Mr. CHATAWAY: The cellars at the Agent­
General's office are fnll of pamphlets. 

Mr. GROOM: There might be plenty of 
literature ; he saw some of it himself. He also 
saw a minute plan of the Wallumbilla village 
settlement, the attraction of which was that the 
settler should have half an acre of land on which 
to establish his home, and forty acres for culti­
vation. \Vhat they wanted in London was an 
Agent-General who was more in touch with the 
colony than the present occupant of the office, 
who knew exactly the state of the colony and its 
requirements. He did not think the Agent­
General's office should altogethtr resolve itself 
into an ambas:!&dor's court. The Agent-General 
should do more substantial work for the colony 
than attending functions. With regard to the 
position of the London office, he did not know 
that any great objection could be taken to it. It 
was not far from the House of Commons and 
W<·stminster Abbey, where there was a constant 

stream of people pouring in and out, and anyone 
wanting to,lmow where the office was could easily 
find it. A suitable office in the Strand, where 
more people passed to and fro, would be very 
expensive, and perhaps it was not worth while 
paying an extravagant price for what, after all, 
might not be a very great advantage. What 
he rose particularly to say was that they 
should not expect too much from the efforts of 
the gentlemen who were going home to induce 
people to come to the colony, because the position 
of the agricultural labourer in England at 
present was considerably better than that of the 
agricultural labourer in Queensland, and the 
position of the artisan .and labouring classes in 
England had wonderfully improved during the 
last few years in consequence of the great 
.activity in the shipbuilding and other trades. 

The HoN. J. R. DICKSON did not intend to 
enter into a general discussion on the question of 
immigration, because his motion dealing with 
that subject would soon come on for discus­
eion again. Like the hon. gentleman who last 
spoke, while he was glad to see the Govern­
ment doing something to encourage immigration, 
he did not expect that much would result from 
the limited encouragement given. He ques­
tioned very much whether the limited remunera­
tion given to the gentlemen appointed was 
sufficient inducement for them to exert them­
selves much, because they could not do very 
much effective work without incurring a con­
siderable amount of expense. It was to be 
hoped, however, that what they did might prove 
to be the small beginning of better things. He 
contended that in order to reach the farming 
classes of Great Britain it was advisable to send 
home men who had worked themselves up from 
the position of farm hands to that of farm pro· 
prietors out here. He entirely dissented from the 
opinion that there was no demand for farm 
labourers or for additional htbour in the colony, 
because he learned from all sources, especially 
from the farmers, that there was a great demand 
for i.ncreased employment. 

Mr. DAWSON: \Vhat wages? 
The HoN. J. R. DICKSON: That would 

regulate itself. Let people understand the con­
ditions of agricultural life in Queensland, and 
they would ultimately rise to a position of in­
dependence. But he did not want to be led into 
a discussion on wages. If they wanted to bring 
out an agricultural class, the agents sent home 
should be men who by their own industry and 
perseverance had risen from the ranks, who could 
tell people the difficulties of soil and climate, and 
other conditions affecting .agriculture in the 
colony, so that they might not be entrapped by 
being led to imagine they were coming to an El 
Dorado, where they would only have to tickle 
the soil in order to produce a harvest. Let the 
paople at home know all the conditions from 
men who had gone through the fire and had 
achieved success. He trusted that the Premier 
would not fail to make inquiries as to whether 
the Agent-General's office in London was in the 
most convenient position. He did not say that 
the Strand would be an improvement, but he 
thought it would be well to follow the lead of 
South Australia, and have the office located 
in one of the great avenues of commercial life 
in the city of London, east of Temple Bar. 
Coming to another matter, he had often 
considered that it was a mistake for the Agent­
General to be deprived of the efficient services 
of the board of advice, which was composed of 
business men in London occupying high positions. 
\Vith a view to facilitate business, he would ask 
hon. members when the immigration motion was 
again debated to address themselves to it as 
briefly as possible. He would· of course support 
the vote before the Committee. 
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Mr. DANIELS: The Treasurer had told them 
that the agents going to Europe were going to 
tell the people there the inducements Queens­
land had to offer immigrants, but he had not 
said what inducements the agents would be 
authorised to offer. He did not believe that 
they were going to offer any particular induce­
ments at all; that the vote was simply to enable 
three gentlemen to go to Europe for a kind of 
picnic-to satisfy them and their friends. One 
of those gentlemen especially had many 
friends and was pretty high in the social 
scale in Brisbane, and to compensate him for 
certain injustices he had suffered recently, 
he was to get a twelve-months' tour to get 
rid of him. Hon. members, when before their 
constituents, had plainly said that Mr. Hume 
Black was sent home because the Government 
were afraid of him, and wanted to get rid of him. 
If the agents were to be authorised to offer 
intending immigrants free land as an inducement 
they need not be sent home at all, as they could 
give the free land to the young men here already. 
The Secretary for Lands might laugh at that, 
but the day would come when they would have 
to do that or else refuse free land to new 
arrivals. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : We do 
not propose to give anything of the sort t:> any­
body. 

Mr. DANIELS : That might have been in­
ferred from the speeches of members supporting 
the Government. He would like to know 
whether any offer of free land was to be made. 
With regard to farm labourers, their wages 
were as low as they could possibly be if they 
were to live. The hon. member for Bulimba 
said there was a great demand for agricultural 
labourers, but there was nothing of the sort. 
In any farming district they would find farmers' 
sons, who could do any farm work, getting no 
more than 10s. or 15s. a week when they could 
get work at all. It might be said that a man 
could live on 15s. a week, but when he could 
only get work for six months in the year; that 
meant 7s. 6d. a week. He was asked if they 
could keep a family on that, but the young 
men on the Downs had too much sense to think 
they could do anything of the kind, and they 
consequently remained single. If the agents 
were to go home to tell the people that Queens­
land was a good place for the farm labourer, 
that any number were required, and that they 
would get good wages, they would only be 
telling a lot of lies, to induce people to leave 
what might be comfortable homes to come to 
a country in which they would have a lot of 
misery and trouble. He was not prepared to 
support anything of that kind. 

Mr. STEW ART: The Treasurer's replies to 
the hon. member for Bundaberg were not likely 
to be satisfactory to members on his s1de. In 
the present condition of affairs they were opposed 
to sending any agents to Europe, but if they did 
send any they should be the best men procurable. 
The hon. member for Toowoomba had shown the 
difficulties which Queensland agents would have 
to surmount. Australia was the most ungetat­
able portion of the globe so far as emigrants were 
concerned, and to divert any of the stream of 
emigration to it they must offer very decided 
advantages. They must be able to say that 
higher wages were obtainable here than in 
any other portion of the globe, that land 
was freer, and that the advantages here were 

'greater in every way; but that was not 
the case. Take Mr. Finucane, who was to 

, be appointed commercial agent for the colony in 
Europe, what training had that gentleman had 
for such a position? The hon. member for 
Bulimba said he was a native of the Ionian 
Islands, and was acquainted with vine-growing, 

and took a great interest in agriculture. The 
Ionian Islands were about the most barren por­
tion of Europe, and though it waq no discredit 
to be a native even of the Ionian Islands, a 
young man could gain very little commercial 
knowledge there. Mr. Finucane had been over 
thirty years in the police service, and as he was 
barely fifty years of age he must have been un•ler 
twenty when he left his native Ionian Islands. 
What knowledge could he have of the commerce 
of Southern Europe? And he could have no 
knowledge of tae commercial affairs of Queens­
land, for during the thirty years he had been in 
the colony he had been cooped up in an office in 
the Civil Service, and they had it on the 
authority of a man who ought to know that 
nothing so "cribbed, cabined, and confined" the 
mind of a man as work in the Civil Service, 
where they worked only thirty-seven and a-half 
hours a week, and all they troubled about was 
how they could get promotion and an increase 
in their screw. Mr. l<'inucane had got on in 
the service, but how was he going to serve 
Queensland in his present position? Whether 
Mr. Hume Black had failed or succeeded in 
his mission he was not going to say ; but he 
contended that there could be no comparison 
between Mr. Black and Mr. Finucane so far as 
their qualifications for that position were con­
cerned. The appointment of Mr. Fin~ne was 
ridiculous, and a sheer waste of money, for he 
was not competent for the position into which he 
had been pitchforked by the Government. He 
did not know anything about Mr. Lyons, except 
that he was a schoolmaster, and a man who 
devoted all his time to teaching children from 
year's end to year's end could have little or no 
opportunity of making himself acquainted with 
the industries of the colony, and he was not 
likely to be able to promote the interests of the 
country in the position he now occupied. "With 
reference to Mr. Randall, he had not a word to 
say about that gentleman. If he had done 
nothing as immigration agent but, as the Pre­
mier had said, persuade the hon. member for 
Bundaberg and leader of the Labour party to 
come to the colony, he had fully justified his 
appointment. 

Mr. CROSS would like to know what were 
the inducements those immigration agents were 
going to offer the people of the various countries 
they intended to visit. They certainly could 
not offer them proper facilities for acquiring 
land and for progressive development. It was 
no use for the Secretary for Lands and others, 
who knew very little about the struggle people 
had in acquiring land, to say that land could 
easily be obtained for settlement. The hon. 
member for Cambooya, who had been a shearer 
and a farmer, and the hon. member for Fassifern, 
who supported the Government, expressed a 
very different opinion; and the hon. member 
for Drayton and Toowoomba, the father of 
the House, who had conducted a newspaper 
for about a quarter of a century, and who 
had rendered such excellent service to the 
farmers on the Darling Downs and in other 
parts of Queensland, had also assured them that 
the inducements in the way of land settlement 
were not such as would attract people from the 
old country. Of the quantity of land available 
for settlement no one could doubt, but the diffi­
culty was how to obtain that land. The resources 
of the colony were not known yet, and the 
country would not be developed as it should be 
until they got many more millions. of population. 
The sooner they got that populatiOn the better, 
when the conditions of the colony justified such 
an increase, hut the question was, what facilities 
would they have, if they did come, to carry out 
their plans and ~ssist in developing the resources 
of the colony. Take the farming industry. The 
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farmers in the old country would tell these 
agents that they could get money for 1!;;, 2, or 
3 per cent., and the agents would have to admit 
that here the farmers had to pay 10 per cent., rmd 
often much more. They would also have to tell 
them about the system of storekeepers lending 
money, which necessitated the farmers dealing 
with those storekeepers. The whole banking 
system demanded reform. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Some store­
keepers do not charge interest at all. 

Mr. CROSS : There were very few. 
The CHAIRMAN: I would ask the hon. 

member not to go into that question now. He 
has a motion on the paper dealing with it, and I 
must ask him to confine his remarks to the 
motion now before the Committee. 

Mr. CROSS: Other hon. members had dealt 
with the inducements these agents would be 
able to offer, and he was trying to show that if 
they told the truth no farmer would be anxious 
to come to Queensland. The present circ•Im­
stances were a disgrace to the colony and a 
greater d1sgrace to the Government. The other 
colonies had put these things upon a better foot­
ing, and were therefore able to offer greater 
inducements to immigrants. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Plenty of 
farmers lend money. 

Mr. CROSS : There were very few; it was no 
use the hon. member talking in that strain. 
Some farmers were not paying interest becauge 
they could not do so, and if the mortgagees 
forced it they would have the farms left on their 
hands. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You admit 
that sometimes interest is not charged. 

Mr. CROSS : In some cases the farmers could 
not pay it, and it paid the mortgagee~ to keep 
the fa.rmers there. These were notorious facts. 
The Government had done nothing to facilitate 
land settlement, or provide facilities for getting 
to markets. They had spent hundreds of thou­
sands of pounds in developing the meat and sugar 
industries, but the agricultural industry was left 
severely alone. The appeals of hon. members on 
his side had been treated with utter contempt. The 
industry had been neglected simply because it was 
carried on by men who struggled on without the 
assistance of syndicates. Coid storage, shipping 
facilities, and attempts to organise markets were 
in an embryo state, and certainly the farmers 
were in a worse position than anyone else. If 
the Government offered the farmers cheap money, 
it would be the greatest inducement to immi" 
grants. The agents might tell English farmers 
that there was plenty of land available, but they 
would have to confess that it was 500 or 600 
miles from a market, or else the roads were so 
bad that it was impossible to get to a market. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do you know 
how much lanr1 was selected last vear? 

Mr. CROSS : A large amou;~t, but it was 
mostly for grazing farms. The amount sPlected 
for farming was very small. 

The HoN. G. THORN rose to a point of order. 
There was a noise of firing outside which made 
it very difficult for everyone in the Chamber to 
hear. He hoped the Chairman would order it to 
be stopped. 

_Th.e CHAU~MAN : I can only keep order 
w1thm the precmcts of the building. 

Mr. CROSS: He thought there should be 
millions more people here, and there would be a 
great stream of immigrants if the Government 
would only make the colony attractive. There 
were things such as droughts that the Govern­
ment could not deal with, but the matter of 
offering cheap money was one they could deal 
with, and if they did not make the colony 
attractive, sending home these agents would be 
only a waste of money. ·He agreed wrth the 

hon. member' for Toowoomba that these agents 
would have a hard task before them, and if they 
were not able to offer greater inducements this 
money might be more profitably spent in another 
direction. 

Mr. KEOGH was sorry that the hon. member 
for Bulimba was not with him the other day at 
Sandgate, when the hon. member would have 
seen the nucleus of r• grand body of young 
colonists. The only thing that would be of 
lasting benefit to the colony would be to give 
each of those children 160 acres of land free; 
that would be an inducement to people in the 
old· country to come to Queensland, and do the 
same as pm·tieg already here were doing-that 
was, to populate the country in a proper way. 
The Secretary for Railways had interjected, 
when an hon. member on th:1.t side had been 
speaking, that farmers were not being charged 
10 per cent. interest. He was aware that during 
the last two or three years the farmers had not 
been able to pay interest; but they were in the 
hands of the storekeepers, who gave them "·hat 
they liked for their produce, so that if they did 
not pay interest directly they paid iJ; indirectly. 

J'lir. DAWSOX: That is not so m the vVest 
Moreton district, is it? 

Mr. KEOGH: Yes; in the Rosewood Scrub. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Don't they 

get the mm·ket price for their produce? 
Mr. KEOG H : The price was fixed by two or 

three individuals, and the farmers had to take 
what was offered or leave it. He could give an 
instance of a German settler who had been two 
or three years in the Rosewood Scrub, who had 
written to his friends in Germany, "Yes; 
Queensland is a very fine country. You get two 
crops a year. The sun comes out and burns the 
first, and a flood comes and takes away the 
second. Oh, yes, Queensland is a very fine 
country indeed." 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIJ,WAYS: That is a 
very old story. 

Mr. KEOGH: It was quite applicable to 
many farmers in West Moreton. He had no 
hesitation in saying that farmers could not make 
both ends meet. A few nights ago the Secretary 
for Public Instruction had taken him rather 
severely to task for ad vacating the advance of 
cheap money to farmers, but if the Government 
did not propound some scheme for giving 
assistance to the farmers they would not be :.ble 
to renay their indebtedness. 

The CHAIRMAN : I would remind the hon. 
member that the question before the Committee 
is a vote for advertising, commission, and con­
tingent expenses in promoting the emigration of 
full-paying passengers to the colony. The hon. 
member is discussing the position of farmers 
already in the colony. 

:i\!Ir. KEOGH: He was only trying to show 
that no good would be done by voting that 
.£5,000 for sending home immigration agents. 
He did not think that the agents would be able 
to induce people to come from the old country, 
where they were better off than they would be in 
Queensland. It would be better if, instead of 
sending homt> those men, they appointed a proper 
Agent-General with a full knowledge of the re­
quirements of the colony. The present officer 
was only a stop-gap until someone else was 
appointed. He did not wish to call in question 
the appointment of Mr. Lyons, with whom he 
was not acquainted. Of course he had filled a 
very arduous and honourable positi(Jn as a school 
teacher, but he could not know much of Queens­
land. 

Mr. FINNEY : He knows a lot about it. 
Mr. KEOGH: He might know a lot about 

Queen street, hut he could not know much about 
Queensland or about agriculture in queensland. 
Nothing had been said to show that he did, 
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any way. Until it was shown to him that Mr. 
Lyons knew something about agriculture and 
farming it was no use gentlemen on the other 
side interjecting that he was a smart man. As 
to Mr. Fmucane, if he came from the Ionian 
Isles he must be a countryman of the hon. 
member for Toowong. 

Mr. CALLAN : Is that anything against him? 
Mr. KEOGH: He doubted whether Mr. 

Finucane knew much about agriculture, and he 
thoroughly agreed with the money proposed to 
be spent upon those agentR might be better spent 
in other directions. The Treasurer had referred 
to Mr. Hume Black, and he (Mr. Keogh) cer­
tainly thought that the £1,400 a year spent in 
sending that gentleman home had been wasted. 
He hoped his prognostications in reference to the 
new departure that was being made would prove 
wrong, and that a good class of immigrants 
would be induced to come to the colony. 

Mr. SIM thoroughly endorsed the remarks of 
those who were opposed to this vote, first, because 
the spending of the money was unnecessary, and, 
secondly, because the men chosen were not pro­
perly qualified. He was satisfied that the Com­
mittee would recognise the cogency of the 
arguments of the hon. member for Rockhampton 
North, that a man like Mr. Finucane, who had 
spent thirty years of his life in the Civil Service in 
Brisbane, and who was now returning to the 
Ionian Isles, or Italy, or Spain, could know very 
little about the conditions of life even in that 
part of the world, and hardly any more about 
the conditions of life in Queensland and Aus­
tralia generally. So long as there were in this 
colony a large number of unemployed natives 
of the soil, who were unable to settle on the 
soil because facilities were not offered to them, 
he should oppose the .pending of more money 
to bring people to the colony. He was not 
opposed to advertising the colony judiciously ; 
he was willing to vote a reasonable sum for 
that object, but in senc;ling home agents he 
maintained they were not taking the right 
course. The Treasurer implied that at one 
period of his life his special business abilities 
enabled him to earn as much as .£1,000 a year. 
He (Mr. Sim) had known persons to get a grea.t 
deal more than that for their business capacity, 
but it was scarcely businesslike on the part of the 
hon. gentleman to invite Mr. Finucane to spend 
the money of Queensland to any extent he liked. 
It would certainly have been more businesslike 
to have fixed a definite sum beyond which that 
gentleman's expenses should not go. 

The TREASURER: Have we not got Civil Ser­
vice regulations? 

Mr. SIM: The hon. gentleman inviterl him 
to spend money lavishly ; he said he hoped he 
would spend more than .£500 a year in expenses. 
Speaking as one who knew Italy, Spain, and the 
Ionian Isles, he maintained that a man who 
spent £500 a year in travelling there would 
spend too much. 

The TREASURER : Have we not an Audit 
Office? 

Mr. SIM: An audit office was attached to 
every business house, and the practice was to 
make a fair or even a handsome allowance to 
travellers for mercantile firms and to expect 
them to keep within their limit. The Premier 
in inviting Mr. Finucane to draw from the public 
purse at his own sweet will committed a grave 
error of judgment. 

The PREMIER : I did not do so. 
Mr. SIM : Y on said you hoped he would 

spend more than £500. 
The PREMIER : That is quite a different thing. 

He will have to account for every pound he 
spends. 

Mr. SIM : He was not averse to spending 
money in order to make known to the world the 

advantages offered by the colony. He beheved 
Queensland to be one of the best colonies under 
the British flag, and he said that deliberately, 
with a know ledge of all the other colonies of 
Australia. At the same time he did not believe 
that Queensland offered to the immigrant the 
same advantages that were offered elsewhere. 
What was mainly wanted was greater liberality 
in the matter of land. In Canada, for instance, 
not only did the immigrant get 160 acres of land 
on paying a survey fee of .£2 10s., but he was 
protected in it against all creditors, and to the 
extent of 500 dollars in money also. The result 
was that Canada not only got immigrants, but 
kept them for the rest of their lives, and made 
them into good and useful citizens. \Vhat did 
they offer in Queensland in comparison with 
Canada, which could be reacherl from England 
for £2 2s. as against .£12 to Queensland. They 
were sending agents to the English peO]Jle and 
offering them nothing. If the Government were 
sincerely desirous to bring in immigrants they 
should offer them free land. The Government, 
in appointing those agents, were evidently under 
the impression that the country round about 
Brisbane was the whole colony. 1'he three 
gentlemen going home knew nothing whatever 
of the Northern portion of the colony. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Quite 
wrong. Two of them have lived in the North. 
Mr. l<'inucane was in the Gulf for years. 

Mr. DAWSON: I suppose he took a holiday trip 
there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : He was 
stationed at Burketown for many years in the 
Lands Department. 

Mr. SIM was glad to hear tbat; it removed one 
difficulty from his mind. He trusted they would 
be fair to the colony as a whole, and not echo the 
remark once made in London by an ex-Agent­
General that the North of Queensland was only 
fit for blackfeJlows and wallabies. If they were 
going to spend money in advertising the colony 
he would suggest that that money might be well 
spent in sending home a deputation of members 
of the House duriv.g the recess, chosen from all 
parties, and representing different industries and 
different portions of the colony. . 

Mr. LEAHY : And each contradicting the other. 
Mr. SIM: It would at least be an advantage 

to the members of the deputation. They would 
see Europe, which some of them had not seen. 
They would be clothed with the authority of 
Parliament; they would make an impressive 
appearance, and they would be able to air their 
eloquence in illustrating the advantages of 
settling in Queensland. He _threw out the s?g· 
gestion, and hoped the Premier would adopt It. 

Mr. CRIBB : If the proposal to spend money 
on immigration meant the bringing out of 
labourers, he should strongly oppose it. There 
were many of those classes at present without 
employment, and not a few cases of destitution 
requiring relief. He would be a party to no­
thing which would encourage a further influx of 
that kind of population. Before anything in 
that direction was done there ought to be a 
reasonable prospect of constant employment at 
remunerative wages as soon as they arrived. 
There was at present nothing to justify them in 
assuming that men of the labouring class coming 
from the old country could get anything in the 
shape of permanent employment. At the same 
time, Queensland was a large colony full of 
undeveloped resources, and the immigrants they 
wanted were men with money in their pockets 
who would settle on the land. He did not 
mean altogether in the shape of agricultural 
settlement. The best agricultural land in the 
vicinity of towns was already taken up. 
People in England should be able to go to the 
Agent-General's offlce and obtain the fullest 
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information with regard t0 land available for 
settlement, and certain areas should be set apart 
for selection by people in the old country, HO that 
they might be sure of securing land when they 
arrived in the colony. People coming here to 
settle on the land should also have the privilege 
of travelling free by rail as far as practicable 
when proceeding to their selections. The en­
couragement of that sort of immigration would 
tend largely to develop the resources of the 
colony. 

Mr. SMITH agreed with the hon. member for 
Carpentaria that we did not offer certain induce­
ments to people to come and make their homes 
here; but there was no parallel between Queens­
land and Canada, which had one of the most 
inhospitable climates in the world. He was 
thoroughly in accord, however, with those who 
thought that more inducements should be offered 
to people to settle in Queensland. Many young 
men in the old country, after passing through the 
agricultural college? there, went to Canad:t and 
the United States; and if that kind of immigra­
tion could be diverted to Queensland it would 
be greatly to the advantage of this colony. It 
would be a mistake to bring ont people who were 
\Vithout money. They wanted people with capital 
to help to develop the resources of the country, 
and that was the class the Government aimed 
at bringing out. He considered that the gentle­
men who were beir:g sent to Europe were fully 
competent to explam the resources of the colony, 
and he might mention that in the early days Mr. 
J!'inucane spent a number of years in the North. 

Mr. GROOM said the hon. gentleman was not 
right in referring to Canada as a country with a 
most inhospiL,.ble climate. It was one of the 
finest countries in the world. 

Mr. SMITH : One of the coldest climates. 
Mr. GROOM: It might just as well be said 

that the climate in some parts of Australia was 
inhospitable. Only the other day, on his arrival 
at Vancouver, Li Hung Chang expres&ed his 
astonishment at the millions of acres of wheat he 
had seen in Canada; and at Manitoba this season 
the excess over the demand would amount to 
20,000,000 bushels. We wanted to atLract people 
to our own colony, not run down another country. 
If a man on going to Canadn, found that things 
there were not as they had been represented to 
him, he could easily raise enough to go back to 
Europe, but it was not so here, and really what 
they should try to do was to make the bridge to 
Queensland as easy as possible. He hoped the 
mission of these agents would be successful, but 
it could not be so if they went home empty­
handed and had no special inducements to offer 
to immigrants. 

Mr. DA WSON had listened with patience 
and with an even temper to the debate, to try to 
discover the qualifications of the three agents 
who were to go home to represent Queensland as 
immigration agents. Hon. members had tried to 
ram down their throats that those gentlemen 
were well qualified to fill their positions. He 
wanted to know from the Secretary for Lands 
what was the special qualification of Mr. Finu­
cane? When the hon. gentleman said that Mr. 
Finucane was well acquainted with North 
Queensland he challenged the statement,. and he 
challenged it again now. How long was it since 
Mr. Finucane had lived in North Queensland? 
He might have been stationed at Burketown ten 
or fifteen years ago, but what did he know of 
North Queensland now? If he went to Europe 
and represented Burketown to the people of any 
country there as he knew it ten or fifteen years 
ago, he would not be representing it as it was now. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : There is no use 
in sending newchums to that part of the country. 

Mr. DA WSON: Then what was the use of 
sending that man to Europe to introduce new-

chums on the ground that his special qualifica­
tion for the poe.ition was that he knew North 
Queensland. The Secretary for Lands, inter­
ru&ting the hnn. member for Oarpentaria, said 
that the particular qualification of Mr. Finucane 
was that he was acquainted with North Queens­
law]. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You are 
quite wroag. I absolutely deny it. 

Mr. Srsr: I accepted the statement in that 
way when it was made. 

'i'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
explained that when the hon. member for Car­
pentarir. ,,aid that l\1:r. Finucane had never been 
in the North, he interjected that Mr. Finucane 
had been in the North-that he had been 
employee\ in the lands office at Burketown. 
Tbat was all he said. 

Mr. DA vVSON: If, as the Secretary for Mines 
said, North Queensland was not a place for new­
chums to go to, what qualification was it for an 
immigration agent to say that he knew North 
Que,msland as it used to be ten or fifteen years 
ago? ·what other qualification had he? 

The SECRETARY ~'OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: He 
knows the Me-iiterranean. 

1\Ir. DA WSON: He knew it when he was in 
knickerbockers-did he know it now? Take the 
other man, the school tee.cher. The question 
was whether Mr. Lyons knew enough about 
Queensland to qualify him as an immigration 
agent. What qualification had he for such an 
appointment at £300 a year? 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will 
allow me for a moment. I trust members of the 
Committee will keep order. All this afternoon I 
have tried to keep order, but it ~eems to have no 
effect, as hon. members will keep talking one to 
another inside tile Chamber. 

Mr. DA \VSON: With regard to Mr. Randall, 
the only thing they had heard about him, and it 
was a good one, WJ.s that he had induced the 
hon. member for Bundaberg to come to the 
colony. But while that was evidence that he 
had the faculty of selecting good men, and men 
of probity, he believed that if he had time he 
could pick out a very large Iiumber of men w horn 
Mr. Randall had induced to come to the colony 
who were not. so good. He was quite sure that 
the prc~'"'nt Government had not been satisfied 
with the work of Mr. Randall for many 
years, and could remember the time when· 
they recalled him because he was not doing 
his duty satisfactorily as immigration agent. 
\Vhat was the reason for the sudden confidence 
they now showed in that gentleman ? There 
was nothing specially remarkable in Mr. 
RandalFs work to justify his appointment now, 
not as an ordinary immigration agent, but as a 
S]Jecial commissioner representing the colony, 
and they had absolutely no evidence that he, or 
Mr. Lyons, or Mr. Finucane had any special 
rpalifications for the positions to which they 
were appointed. He would very much like to 
see the whole vote negatived, because it was 
absolutely a farce. The Government knew that 
it was all fudge, and they knew that members 
on that side knew that it was all fudge. It was 
merely a little bit of a vote put on as a com­
pliment to the hon. member for Bulimba, a 
persistent supporter of the Government, who 
had persisted, in season and out of season, in 
bringing up the question of immigration. If 
any hon. member called for a division on the 
question, he (Mr. Dawson) would give his vote 
against it with more pleasure than he had 
given any vote this session. Now, he wanted 
to make an explanation, and to ask for an 
explanation. On the last occasion when that 
vote was before the Committee, he fell foul of 
the hon. member for :Fortitude Valley, very 
much to that hon. member's injury. The hon. 



[28 OCTOBER. J SupplJJ. 1305 

member then, speaking about the labourers who 
it was stated were walking about unable to 
obtain emvloyment, said-

" That was the case a year or two ago, but there were 
not many really good labourers -walking n.bout now. 
There was a certain class of men who would walk 
about, and nobody would ever persuade them to do 
anything else ; but it answered the purpose of t.he other 
side to hold them up as genuine working men." 

He interjected, "Do you mean to say that every 
man out of work now is a loafer?" It appeared 
from Hansard that the hon. member replied 
"No." He (Mr. Dawson) denied at that time 
that he said" No," and he now took this oppor­
tunity of apologising to the hon. member for 
contradicting him when he was correct, and 
asked the hon. member to be a" candid and 
frank, and explain what he meant by saying 
that "It answered the purpose of the other side 
to hold them "-the loafers-" up as genuine 
working men." 

Mr. McMASTER : What he had stated was 
that there was a certain class of men who were 
walking about; than no person could persuade 
them to do anything else but walk about, and he 
said that members on the other side held that 
class up as being genuine working men. They 
were a class of men who would not work when 
they got work. 

Mr. BROWNE did not think much could he 
added to what had been said to try to prevent 
these lecturers going home, but he thought there 
were better ways of advertising the colony. One 
of those gentlemen had been home before with­
out any good results, another was an ex-school­
master, and a third an ex-policeman, and how 
they were going to advertise the colony he did 
not see. He had lately met three or four people 
who had been home and had listened to these 
lecturers telling the people yarns which were 
very amusing to them as dd residents. They 
read up some of the old books which told them 
that Australian birds did not sing, and Austra­
lian flowers had no smell, and then they posed 
as authorities. To induce immigrants to come 
here they had to overcome distance and other 
natural obstacles, and the only way to do that 
was to make the colony attractive. He might 
also point out that there was now a continuous 
stream of colonists going backwards and forwards 
to the old country ; possibly some 400 or 500 
every year, and they would advertise the colony 
much better than any paid lecturers. 

The TREASURER: I agree with you ; I a] ways 
give them letters of introduction if they ask for 
them. 

Mr. BRO\VNE: The Treasurer was quite 
right in th,,t, but he might refer hon. members 
to a letter which appeared in a Brisbane paper a 
few weeks ago from a doctor who went to the 
Agent-Geneml's office for some information, and 
the only person he found there was the office boy, 
who said he could tell him as much as the other 
fellows caul d. 

The TREASURER : Do you believe that? 
Mr. BROWNE: Yes ; because I know how 

things go on there. 
The TREASURER : That shows the credulity of 

the other side of the House. 
Mr. BROWNE : It did not show his credulity, 

because he had been home, and knew how men 
who went home were treated, unless they hap­
pened to pose as authorities. People came out 
and were pitchforked into positions, and got the 
name of being very good fellows ; then they 
went home and made a laughing-stock of the 
colony instead of advertising it in the way it 
should be. There was one way of advertising 
the colony, but the Ministry and the Press were 
not patriotic enough to try it ; that was by 
advertising its mineral resources. If the lead­
ing papers had half as much in them about the 

Queensland mines as they had about theW estern 
Australian mines, Queensland would be ad ver­
tised to some purpose ; but that would not pay 
certain brokers and commission agents. No 
doubt there was gold in Western Australia, but 
it did not come from under the surface. It came 
from about two feet above it-out of the pockets 
of the British public, and the Queensland mines 
were left severely alone. 

The TREASURER : You want a "wild cat" 
column. 

Mr. BROWNE: He did not want it, but 
some people did, judging by the way they ad­
vertised the "wild cats" and left the tame ones 
alone. The Treasurer was doing a good thing 
by giving letters of introduction to Australians 
who were going home, and even if part of their 
expenses were paid he did not think his side of 
the House would object. They heard a great 
deal about professional politicians, but to send 
home professional lecturers was the worst thing 
they could do. There was room for· millions of 
people in Queensland, and he had no hesitati<?n 
in saying that it was the very best colony 111 
Australia, if not the best under the British flag, 
and there was no man more anxious than he was 
to see it progress, but still these lectur!lrs wo~ld 
do it no good. The Secretary for Railways u:­
terjected while the hon. member for Carpentaria 
was speaking that they did not want to se_nd 
newchurns to the North, but he would pomt 
out that the Northern people contributed their 
quota to the taxation of the colony, and he 
protested against the North having to pay money 
to bring immigrants into South Queensland. 
There was plenty of room for more people in the 
North, but there could not be much room in the 
South, seeing that they had had to pass a Bill the 
year before last to enable the Government to buy 
back lands for people to settle upon. There 
were any amount of ways in which the colony 
could be well advertised. They might send home 
Mr. Sellheim's reports of the Mines Department, 
and also reports of the Agricultural Department 
and other departments. Those reports would 
attract more people than all the lectures that 
could be delivered in the next five years. If the 
Government spent money in that way he would 
not object, but he intended to vote against the 
proposed expenditure, and if any reduction was 
moved he would support it. 

Mr. HAMILTON : No doubt every hon. 
member had his own particular fad as to the best 
way to advertise the colony and induce immi­
grants to come out, but the question was whether 
they approved of the proposal of the Government 
to send lecturers home. If they approved of that 
course, then the onus lay on the Government of 
choosing suitable men. He did not think it was 
fair to speak of the lecturers as going home on a 
picnic. He assumed that the gentlemen who 
were to be sent were just as patriotic as hon. 
members, and, just as hon. members wanted 
money for what they did, those gentlemen wanted 
money for what they did. He had never heard 
before that Mr. Randall had been an unsuccess­
ful lecturer. Year after year they had heard 
him boomed in that House. He had known Mr. 
Finucane for a long time, and he knew that he 
took a· great interest in agricultural pursuits. 
The hon. member for Croydon had suggested that 
Mr. Sellheim's reports might be sent home, but 
there were other departments to which people's 
attention should also be drawn. 

i\Ir. BROWNE : I mentioned the Agricultural 
Department. 

Mr. HAMILTON: The way in which t~e 
Mines Department was worked gave great satis­
faction, and Mr. Sellheim did his best to adver­
tise the mineral resources of the colony, but 
they might follow the example of Victoria and 
have the reports epitomised in a nice readable 
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torm, and sent to the .Agent-Gtmeral for distri­
bution in the old country. If anyone wanted 
information on matters of fact about any mine 
that was being floated in Victoria he could go 
to the Agent-Gen~ral's office, whe~ the Agent­
f!:~ner~l would wir~ to the ~Vline.< Department in 
\ ICtorm for the mformatwn required. That 
gave people in the old country who were inclined 
to in vest in Victorian mines confidence in their 
mineral resources. If something of that sort 
were done in this colony it would be productive 
of good. 

Thtt TREASURER would like to give a flat 
contradiction to what had fallen from the hon. 
member for Croydon, who seemed to think that 
m;tl;ing was done in the way of advertising the 
mmmg resources of the colony. If he would 
only call at the j\,fines Office and ask what was 
done he would change his opinion. The Mines 
Department was doing all in its power to circu­
late all the reports of the Government Geologist, 
whose equal was not to be found in Australia, or, 
perhaps, the world; but, apparently, what the 
hon. member wanted was that the Government 
should take up some particular mine and put it 
before the public in London. If th~hon. mem­
ber knew what he was talking about-which he 
very much doubted-he would not make such an 
observation, which could not be substantiated. 
He also wished to give a flat contradiction to t.he 
statement of the member for Carpentaria, who 
said that Mr. J<~inucane had been invited to draw 
as much as he liked by way of travelling 
expenses. The hon. member apparently did 
not understand the rules of the service. Mr. 
Rar.14all and Mr .. Lyons were in a very different 
posrtwn to Mr. Fmucane. He was an old public 
servant and came under the 1863 Act. 

Mr. DAWSON: A pensioner. 
T~e TREASURER: Not a pensioner. A 

per:swn was a grant of money by the Crown, 
whiCh wacl a very different thing to the right 
to certain retiring allowances acquired by 
long service and contributing to a fund. Mr. 
Jfinucane's travelling expenses would be confined 
strictly within the limits of the Civil Service 
regulations. He would have to account for every 
shilling he spent; and when he (the Treasurer) 
said earlier in the evening that he hoped Mr. 
Finucane would spend more than .£500 in travel­
ling expenses, he meant, of c0urse, that so long 
as the money was spent in the service of the 
country legitimately he was not going to cavil 
at any expenditure that might be incurred. 

Mr. BRO\VNE: When the Treasurer ventured 
to give a flat contradiction to an hon. member 
he should repeat the assertion that he was con­
tradicting. He had never said that the Mines 
Department did nothing, and in the words of 
the Treasurer he gave that a flat contradrction. 
If the hon. gentleman could not teach them 
anything else he might set an exmnple of courtesy 
:'nd civility. It would be better for the country 
rf the hon. gentleman knew as much of the 
subjects he spoke upon as he (Mr. Browne)knew 
of mining. The h('l!, gentleman was· under the 
impre<>ion that because he was not continually 
trotting round to his department a'king for 
favours that he never visited other departments. 

The TREASURER : You come sometimes. 
Mr. BROWNE: Not often. 
The TREASURER : Y on came about the costs of 

that action. 
Mr. BROWNE : That was what they might 

call chivalry! He went to the hon. gentleman 
";ncl s~owe~ ~im ~is schedule that he was going to 
file w1th hrs mso,vency, and asked him what he 
was going to do, and the hon. gentleman asked 
him n?t to file his petition-that he would bring 
a motwn before the House so that he need not go 
insolvent. 

The TREASURER: No; I said I would refer the 
matter to the Speaker. 

Mr. BROWNE: He could assure the hon. 
gentleman that he was proud of, the action he 
took on the occasion of the suspensions. One of 
the proudest moments of his life was when he 
took the stand he did. 

The TREASURER : Had you a mandate from 
your constituents to do it ? 

Mr. BROWNE : Had the hon. gentleman a 
mandate from the people of Murilla to remove 
from the House ,members he knew nothing about'? 
The people of Murilla never gave him a mandate 
to insult men on tha floor of that House, and he 
for one declined to be insulted by the hon. 
gentleman. After that digression which the hon. 
g·entleman had been mean enough to cause, he 
wished to say that no hon. member took a keener 
interest in the Mines Department than himself 
or appreciated it more; but he repeated that a 
great deal more information might be circulated 
by the department. 

The TREASURER: You are wrong. 
Mr. BROWNE : If he was wrong, then the 

hon. gentleman did not believe in the resources 
of the colony. He might be wrong, but it 
appeared the Premier thought it was better to 
keep things dark. 

The PREMIER: No. The hon. member accused 
the Mines Department of neglecting its duty. 

Mr. BROWNE would give that, in the hon. 
gentleman's own words, a flat contradiction. He 
gave the Mines Department credit for what it 
had done, but said it could do a great deal more. 
What he said was that one of Mr. Sellheim's 
reports, well circulated all over the United 
Kingdom, would do more good than five years' 
lecturing by tho•e gentlemen on subjects that, in 
many cases, they knew nothing about. 

The ·SECRETARY FOR MINES could 
assure the Committee that the Mines Depart­
ment were advertising the mining resources of 
the colony as much as any of the other colonies 
were doing with regard to their own. Mr. 
Sellheim's reports were sent to every mining 
centre and leading journals throughout the 
world-to England, to the United States, to 
Germany, to Africa-and they were putting 
them on board steamers going to Western Aus­
tralia,, Mr. Jack had just written a report on 
the Hodgkinson Gold :Field, and it was proposed 
to print 50,000 copies of it and scatter them 
broadcast. Mr. Jack was of opinion that if the 
colony's mining resources were well advertised it 
might not only be the means of stopping people 
leaving Queensland for vV estern Australia, but 
of inducing a lot of people to come from other 
countries to Queensland instead of to Western 
Australia. If our mining resources were properly 
known they would attract not only people but 
capital. He woulri like to have seen some com­
petent men engaged to go home and lecture on 
the mining resources of Queensland, and it was 
just possible that might be done. Mr. Rands 
was going home on leave of absence, and one 
of the conditions on which he obtained his leave 
was that while in the old country he should 
give lectures on the subject. Perhaps with the 
exception of Mr. Jack, Mr. Rands knew as 
much as anybody in the colony about Queensland 
mining. It might be advisable to make their 
mining laws more favourable to capitalists, and 
in many ways a great deal more could be done 
to make mining more attractive to investors than 
had hitherto been done. When the Mining A<'t 
was passed in 1872 there was no notion of sinking 
shafts 500 feet, certainly not 2,000 feet, and men 
would not spend large sums in sinking deep 
shafts on a 25-acre lease. It was intended to 
appoint a Mining Commission during the recess, 
and no doubt they would bring up. suggestions 
which would make the industry more attractive 
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to investors. There were greater inducements 
in Queensland for mining investors than in any 
of the other colonies. He would be very glad at 
any time to receive suggeotions on the subject 
from mining members. At present mining was 
holding its own notwithstanding the great exodus 
to \Vest Australia. He believed the returns 
would be as great as last year, but he would like 
to see them greater, and with that view they 
would have to offer much more liberal induce­
ments to capitalists in the old country than was 
now the case. 

Mr. DA WSON : No doubt the hon. gentleman 
would like to receive suggestions from mining 
members. But what had happened just now? 
No sooner did one of the oldest and most 
experienced mining members in the Chamber 
offer a suggestion than he was deliberately 
insulted by the Premier. What encouragement 
was there for n,ny mining member to offer sug­
gestions if he was to be deliberately insulted by 
the leader of the Government, and told that he 
did not know what he was talking about. 

The PREii!IER : In that case he did not know 
what he was tn,lking n,bout. 

Mr. DA WSON: The Premiel' does not-­
The CHAIRMAN : I trust the hon. member 

will see that this matter has been sufficiently 
dealt with. It will lead to no good if this kind 
of recrimination ie continued. I hope the hon. 
member will now address himself to the question 
before the Committee. 

Mr. DA WSON wished to know whether he 
was in order in replying to statements made by 
a Minister of the Crown ? If the Chairman 
ruled him out of order, he would say no more. 

The CHAIRMAN : I think the hon. member 
would be following the practice of Parliament if 
he would allow the reply to be made by the hon. 
member to whom the Premier referred. He 
would be showing more good taste by allowing 
the bon. member for Croydon to teply himself. 

Mr. DA \VSON said he was not there to take 
suggestions on good taste from the Chairman. 

The CHAIHMAN : The hon. gentleman 
asked me a question, and I answered him 
civilly. He should take my suggestion in good 
part. 

Mr. DA "\VSON : He was quite willing to bow 
to the ruling of the Chair with regard to the Stand­
ing Orders and rules of practice, but was not going 
to take lectures on good taste from him. He 
wanted to know if it was competent for any 
hon. member to reply to statements made by 
Ministers of the Crown. 

The OHAillMAN : I have no hesitation in 
ruling that the hon. member will not be in order 
at present in referring to the ]\,fines Department 
on this vote. , 

Mr. DA WSON would take care to remember 
the ruling. He would follow up the remarks 
made by the hon. member for Croydon about the 
money proposed to be spent by the Government 
in advertising the resources of the colony. He 
agreed that the Mines Department spent a lot of 
energy and money in advertising the mineral 
resources of the colony ; but the reports prepared 
by the department were sent only to the various 
Government offices. 

The SECRETAIW FOR MINES: 'fhey are sent to 
schools of mines. 

Mr. DA WSON: There were not many places 
where schools of mines existed. The reports 
were not sent to the libraries or to the leading 
newspapers, but were confined mostly to official 
circles. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES : They are sent to 
the leading newspapers. 

Mr. DA WSON : If our leading newspapers 
took up those reports, and paid the same atten· 

tion to Queensland mines as to West Australian 
and South African mines, they would help to 
develop the colony· better than now. The hon. 
member for Croydon did not say that nothing 
was being done ; he said there was a great deal 
done ; and taking the Mines Department as an 
illustration he pointed out that a great deal more 
might be done by the Agricultural Department 
and other departments by sending their reports 
to places where they would reach a larger circle 
of people. Documents showinf( the resources 
and prospects of the colony should be sent 
broadcast throughout the world. More good 
would be done in that way than they could hope 
to accomplish by sending home three dozen 
officers like the three gentlemen who had been 
appointed. 

The HOME SECRETARY: We have a valuable 
year book in the press now. 

Mr. DA WSON : The average man did not 
read a year book. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Does he read a report? 

Mr. DA WSON : He would read the best por­
tions of a mines report as published in a leading 
newspaper. The hon. gentleman might draw up 
an elaborate report of his department, but though 
the average man would read the portions culled 
into the newspaper, he might not read the hon. 
gentlem~.n's elaborate report. The hon. member 
for Cook misunderstood the discussion when he 
said that members on the Opposition side should 
not raise any objection to the three men selected 
as agents, because it was only fair, when the 
House decided on that line of action, that the 
Government should select the men. They never 
disputed that, but they objected to the line of 
action, and when the House, in defiance of their 
objection, determined to go on with it, they 
questioned the qualifications of the men selected 
for those positions. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : He had 
no wish to prolong the debate on the Mines 
Department, but he wished to say--

Mr. DAWSON: If the hon. gentleman intro­
duces anything at all about the Mines Depart­
ment, I shall hold to my.right to reply to him. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He only 
intended to reply to what the hon. member had 
sn,id. The hon member had inferred that the 
Mines report was not advertised. Did the hon. 
member not say so? 

Mr. DAWSON: No. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES : If the 

hon. member did not say so, of course he would 
not reply. 

Mr. DA WSON: If the hon. member spoke 
upon the Mines Department, he should hold to his 
right to reply. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You have been 
speaking all night upon it. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON: It wn,s 
very awkward to find the same arguments 
adduced and prolonged to a degree that would 
suffocate a laughing jackas~. He understood 
that Mr. Lyons, Mr. Finucane, Mr. Randall, 
and Mr. Rands were to be sent to Europe as 
agents for immigration, and he entirely objected 
to the policy of sending four gentlemen to 
Europe for such a purpose. He came to the 
kernel of the question by asking what the Agent­
General was doing, and what he had been doing 
for the last few years ? He could go back to the 
immigration work of Dr. Lang and Mr. Jordan 
to speak of men he knew, and he again asked 
the question, What had they an Agent-General 
for in London? Queenslan~ and some of. t~e 
other colonies were the laughmg-stock of Br1tam 
on the strength of the Australian easy chairs 
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of their Agents-General. Why did not their 
Agent-General and his secretary travel through 
Scotland, \'V ales, Ireland, and England, and 
tell the people what they knew about 
Queensland? One member had said in that 
Chamber that a man required to be three or 
four years in London to fit him for the post 
of Agent-General, but a man should be fully 
fitted for it for some years before he started for 
London. He had a great personal reo-ard for 
Mr. Dicken, but he said they should b;ing him 
back and send from this country one, two, or 
three men up to date upon mininrr, pastoral, and 
agriculture enterprise, as well a~ upon the ticks 
and the financial "tick" which had led to so 
much disaster. He rose to respectfully expostu­
late against the appointment of anybodv as an 
immigration agent so long as the Agent-General 
lay dormant. 

Ivlr. GL~SSEY: He thought members gene­
rally were m favour of the distribution of litera­
ture concerning the resources of Queensland, 
and as he thought £2,000 would b'3 sufficient for 
th~.t he moved the reduction of the vote by 
£3,000 to cover the salaries and expenses of the 
three agenb proposed to be appointed. 

Mr. HARD ACRE was rather sorry that the 
vete was not divided into three items so that 
they might deal with them separately for while 
he had no sympathy with the propo~al to send 
age':ts tC? Gr~at :f!ritain for the purpose of pro­
motmg mmugratwn, he had no objection to 
a4 vertising the. resources of the colony. Mr. 
Fmucane was m an entir~ly different position 
from that of t~e other two persons appointed. 
He was not gomg to Europe so much for immi­
gration as for commercial purposes, and although 
he might not be the very best man that could be 
got for the position, he believed he was the best 
:n:an the Government knew of at the present 
t1me. He he.d entered enthusiastically into 
matters connected with sub-tropical agriculture 
and was an intelligent active man who would d~ 
the best he could for the colony. The climate 
of southern Europe was similar to that of 
Queensland, and there were a lar"e number 
of agricultural products grown the~e suitable 
for cultivation in Queensland. The value of 
the export of olives from Sicily and other 
parts of southern Europe to Great Britain and 
elsewh~re amounted to over £1,000,000 annually. 
J\.Ir. FmucD.ne was thoroughly acquainted with 
the cultivation of that fruit; and if he was suc­
cessful in. introducin_g tha.t industry into Queens­
land, which was sa1d to be more suited for it 
than the places he had mentioned, that would be 
worth more to tht> colony than the small amount 
of his salary. Then they were told that the cli­
mate of Queensland was suitable for the culture 
of grapes and other products, and there was also 
the question of finding markets for their meat on 
the continent of Europe. In those matters and 
others a reasonably good agent in Mr. Finucane's 
position would be an advantage to the colony. 
He felt bound to make these remarks on the 
question, so that his action should not be mis­
unders~o?d. I:fe was sorry that the vote had not 
been diVIded mto three ; but as it was not he 
should. be compelled to vote for the proposed 
rednctwn, because he did not believe in sending 
home immigration agents. 

Mr .. DANIELS :. They had been told that 
Mr. Fmucane was a greo.t expert in olive culti­
vation, and that he was able to show that 
furtunes could be made at it. Why did he 
not take np land himself and give them ocular 
demonstration of that? That would be a great 
deal better than lecturing to other people on the 
subject. It was a good deal easier to exhibit a 
row of figures showing what a tree would pro­
duce and how many acres a man could attend to 
than to give a practical demonstration. If Mr. 

Finucane gave the matter a trial, and proved it 
a success, then give him the £1,000 instead of 
sending him home. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON asked the 
Treasurer how long they were to be without an 
Agent-General, and how long they were to have 
an acting Agent-General who had been so long 
absent from the colony? 

The CHAIRMAN : I would remind the hon. 
member that the vote for the Agent-General has 
already been passed; that question is not now 
before the Committee. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERRON: The ques­
tion before the Committee was "Immigration­
advertising, commission, and contingent expenses 
in promoting the immigration of full-paying 
passengers to the colony." He objected to the 
term "full-paying passengers" because the free 
passage system was dead, except in the case 
of nominated immigrants. Immigration had 
always been considered the special department of 
the Agent-General-far more ~o than the indent­
ing and export to this colony of steel rails and 
telegraph wire. The}' had spoken about the 
nnwisdom of having a mere ornament as Agent­
General in the old country. 

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member will 
look at the Estimates he will see that the Agent­
General's Department is on page 12. The ques­
tion now is that £2,000 only be granted for immi­
gration. 

JUr. MACDONALD-PATERSON: No one 
could say that the question of immigration had 
no connection with the office of the Agent­
General. 

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think the hon. 
member understood me. A few minutes ago he 
complained about the waste of time upon this 
vote, and if he will look at Standing Order 
311 he will see that when an amendment is pro­
posed a speaker shall strictly confine his remarks 
to that amendment. At present there is an 
amendment before the Committee that £2,000 
only be granted. 

Mr. l.\1ACDONALD-PATERSON: The waste 
of time he referred to was on other evenings. 
He was not in favour of the amendment; he was 
in favour of granting £50,000 or even £500,000 
for immigration. He did not want this £5,000 
to be absorbed in the payment of three or four 
aides-de-camp to the Agent-General, who did 
nothing. He noticed in the Courier's London 
letter that the Agent-General's office was very 
husy in getting out steel rails and locomotives, a 
thing that would take Smellie and Co.'s 
chief clerk a very little while to attend to. 
They might rub out the Agent-General's Depart­
ment except for this question of immigration. 
As the hon. member for Toowong said some 
weeks ago, they should have a real live repre­
sentative in London who would advocate immi­
gration. 

The CHAIRMAN : I think I may claim the 
assistance of the hon. member in passing this 
vote. He must see that in discussing the Agent­
General's Department he is not confining himself 
to the amendment before the Committee. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON: He hoped 
the amendment would not pass, and that next 
year the Government would propose a much 
larger sum to be spent on immigration. So far 
as Queensland was concerned, the Agent-General 
and his assistants were mere cyphers ; they were 
doing work that was not worth £5 a week to the 
colony. 

Mr. GRIMES: He did not wonder that hon. 
members opposite should object to this vote, but 
they should not speak disparagingly of those 
gentlemen who had been appointed to these 
positions. He was sorry to hear the hon. mem­
ber for Croydon say something to the effect that 
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Mr. Randall had been a failure as a lecturer, and 
had been withdrawn upon that account, because 
that was not true. He was one of the most effi­
cient and enthusiastic lecturers ever sent to Eng­
land, and his only reason for returning to the 
colony was that there was no more money to 
spend in immigration. His efficiency had been 
recognised by three past Governments, and he 
had been the means of inducing some of the best 
men from the midland counties to come here, 
Those men tackled farming as labourers, but 
they were now successful farmers. He was sur­
prisAd to find that Mr. Randall's salary was only 
to be the same as that proposed to be given to 
Mr. Lyons, who had had no experience whatever. 
In former years Mr. Randall received £:i00 a 
year. The Treasurer had said that Mr. Finucane 
was to get the same sala,ry as he had got in the 
Police Department, and he could not see why 
such a difference should be made in the case of 
a man of considerable ability and experience. 
During the two years Mr. Randall had been in 
Queensland since his recall he had not been idle, 
but, believing that he would be sent back to 
England again, he bad been looking up maotters 
while in the colony. Certainly his salary ought 
to be something approaching that which he had 
formerly received. 

The TREASURER thought it was hardly 
fair of the hon. member to bring up such a ques­
tion in the Committee. He would have done 
more good for his friend by bringing the matter 
before the Government, because the Committee 
was not fixing the salary. That question was 
not before them. The complete answer to the 
hon. member was that Mr. Randall had accepted 
the position. 

Mr. GRIMES : He would not have referred 
to the matter had it not been alluded to during 
the debate. The Treasurer had himself given 
them the information, and it was because no 
difference had been made between the tried man 
and the new appointee that he had said what he 
had. He had done so in good faith, and he 
trusted that his statement would be accepted. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON asked 
whether the vote was to be under the manage­
ment of the Agent-General in any way? 

The TREASURER: Certainly. 
Mr. MACDONALD-f'ATERSON: He was 

very glad to hear it. He also asked how long it 
would be before an Agent-General would be 
appointed, and when Mr. Dicken would be 
brought back to Queensland ? He did not ask 
who was to be appointed Agent-General, but 
how long the vacuum was to he allowed to exist? 

The TREASURER: They had got a very good 
acting Agent-General, and he was quite satisfied 
with him. 

Mr. MAODONALD- PATERSON: Mr. 
Dicken was a very capable office man ; in that 
respect he was one of the very best men they 
could get; but he was sorry to hear the hon. 
gentleman say he was satisfied, because the hon. 
gentleman was the keystone of the Government 
of this colony. Mr. Dicken was a charming 
man, but at the same time he was not half as 
good a man as the Treasurer himself would be 
for the post. He did not say that the Treasurer 
even was up to date in Queensland knowledge; 
but he said emphatically that the public were 
entirely dissatisfied with the condition of the 
London office. They wanted a man who was 
up to date. 

Mr. SIM said that the Treasurer had left the 
Chamber immediately after informing him that 
he had made a statement in ignorance. In 
advocating that the expenses of Mr. Finucane 
should be definitely fixed, he had only pointed 
out what was the usual custom in regard to 
commercial agents all over the world. The fact 
that Mr. Finucane was under the Civil Service 

Board was no reason why he should be at liberty 
to dip his hands into the public purse with im­
punity. The hon. gentleman had distinctly 
encouraged Mr. Finucctne to indulge in lavish 
expenditure by saying that he hoped he would 
spend even more than .£500. It would be more 
businesslike and more satisfactory if his expPnses 
were fixed on a handsome scale. He would like 
to know whether Mr. Finucane's washerwoman's 
account would be checked by the Auditor­
General, or whether considerable sums would 
not be put down as "sundries"? If he had not 
misunderstood the Secrc tary for Mines, the hem. 
gentleman had stated that it was not intended 
to send any newchums to the GulL He pro­
tested strongly against the expenditure of public 
money for the purpose of bringing out immi­
grants none of whom were to be allowed tu go to 
that part of the country. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: There are none 
coming out at all yet. 

Mr. SIM: A newchum C'Dnld live in the 
Gulf country with perfect impunity, and was 
likely to enjoy as good heo,lth•and to get employ­
ment at as good wages as he was likely to get 
about Brisbane. He came here a newchum, 
went to work in the Gulf country, and lived 
there for years without being any the worse in 
bodily health or strength. No man could wish 
for a finer opportunity of advancing his interests 
and living in comfort than in that portion of the 
colony. 

The 'rREASURER wished to assure the hon. 
member, who seemed to have some doubt on thA 
subject, that if Mr. Finucane sent in a bill for 
his washing it would be disallowed. All the 
remarks they had heard from the other side, 
with the exception of those which came from the 
member for Carpentaria, had been in disparage­
ment of the colonv. They had been told the 
colony was not fit for a white man to live in, and 
after the famous speech made by the member' for 
Burke a month or two ago, he had simply said 
that that ban. member would be the worst man 
in the world who could he employed as an agent 
to send to the old country. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Where did the Treasurer 
get his information with regard to hon. meml1ers 
on that side always defaming the colony? He 
challenged the hon. gentleman to produce any 
proof of that .,t,~ctement_ 

The TREASURER: Night after night. Look in 
Hansard. 

Mr. GLASSEY: They had heard from the 
other side that white men could not live in 
certain places, and that black men had to be got 
to do the work. He had combated those state­
ments time and again. He challenged them in 
1892 and mcmy times since, and no one had yet 
been able to refute his statements. He had con­
tended again and again that white men could do 
the work in the cane fields of Queensland. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will 
see that it is not in order to discuss the black 
labour question, He sh0uld confine himself to 
his amendment. 

Mr. DUNS~'ORD: \Yhy didn't you stop the 
Premier~ 

The CHAIRMAN : He never referred to 
black labour. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : He hurled accusations at this 
side. 

Mr. GLASSEY had no desire to pursue that 
argument, but it was unfait· and untrue of the 
hon. gentleman to use the words he had used. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR RAILWAYS: \\'hat about 
the 90,000 unemployed? 

Mr. GLASSJ;;Y: Neither the Premier nor 
Secretary for Railways had ever disproved his 
figures; and if those hnn. gentlemen chose tu come 
with him into the country districts, he could show 
them vast numbers of young men, able-bodied 
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and willing to work, for whom there was nothing 
to do. To say that he had decried the colony 
was not a fact. On his return from America he 
had said that so far as his observations went there 
was no finer country in the world than Queens­
land. 

The TREASURER: New Zealand is your pet 
country. 

Mr. GLASSEY: There was no country in 
the world that was so misgoverned and cursed 
by incompetent fossils as the colony of Queens­
land, and the fm~sil of fossils vva.s the rrin1& 
Minister of the country; a conservative of con­
servatives, who had made his dollars, and who, 
by pure accident, had become Prime Minister. 
No progress, politically or commercially, could 
be expected in the country so long as that 
gentleman occupied his present position. He 
wished it to go forth once and for all that the 
hon. gentleman, when he accused that side of 
constantlv disparaging Queensland, was not 
stating w bat was a fact. 

Mr. BATTERSBY rose to a point of order. 
Was the hon. member not bound to speak to the 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN : I think it would facili­
tate busine'ls if the hon. member for Bundaberg 
would confine himself to the amendment which 
he has moved. 

Mr. GLASSEY: He had on two or three 
occasions spoken favourably of New Zealand, 
and he did so now, for the reason that there had 
been a party in power there during the last six 
years who were attempting to do something for 
the country. He was sorry he could not sav the 
same for his own colony, which would not, and 
could not, progress so long as they had the 
present head of the Government blocking the 
wheels and preventing them going round. Refer­
ence had been made to Mr. Randa!l having 
ncminated him to Queensland as an immigrant. 
He had never heard that it was a degrading thing 
or a crime for a person to come there as an im­
migrant. He certainly came out at the instance 
of Mr. Randa.ll: During Mr. Randall's travels 
in the north of England he had many oppor­
tunities of viewing his work, • and took the chair 
at several of his meetings, and he could safely 
say that a more energetic, honest, genuine ser­
vant Queensland could not possibly have. He 
would go further, and say that if the colony 
was in such a position as to require an active, 
energetic agent to go to the old country to 
make its attractions and requirements known, 
the Government could not get a better man than 
Mr. Randall. 

The PREMIER : He cannot bring you out 
again. 

Mr. GLASSEY: He did not want any sneers 
from the Premier, and would not take them. He 
had no doubt the Premier and some of his kidney 
would be very glad if he had never come out, and 
would be still more glad if he was sent back 
again. To return to the question, he would ask 
how and where it was intended to absorb the 
immigrants when they arrived? Not in the 
agricultural districts, nor in the pastoral districts, 
and certainly not in the manufacturing districts. 
He knew the colony well, and he must confess 
he did not know where they were going to be 
located. There were vast tracts of agricultural 
land, but they were not put to the best possible 
use ; and large numbers of people could be 
absorbed, usefully to themselves and profitably 
to the country, if those lands were in the hands 
of a progressive party. 

Mr. McGAHAN: If they could get an influx 
of immigrants of the right sort the money asked 
for, or even twice as much, would be money well 
spent. He believed the Government were 
sincere in their desire to settle people on the 
land, hub in his own district, and it was the case 

in many others, and equally so in the Central 
and Northern districts, there was at present very 
little land open for occupation. It would be 
impossible to get close settlement without a 
further repurchase of estates for that purpose; 
and it should be done at once. 

Mr. GLASSEY: 'l'hey purchased an estate at 
Rosewood which they cannot sell. 

Mr. McGAHAN: If the land repurchased 
was not fit for close settlement it was a bad 
bargain, but he knew nothing about the Rose­
vvoud estate. IIe cuntside1·ed Llw.t tl1t~ GuvernM 
ment performed a gracious act in repurchasing 
the Clifton estate. Hon. members on the other 
side blamed the Governmc•nt for repurchasing 
that land--they said there was any amount of 
Crown land-but there was not any fit to settle 
on. 

JI!Ir. DANIELS : Who is running Queensland 
down now? 

Mr. 2Yl:cGAHAN: He was not. ·where there 
was land fit to settle on it was the duty of the 
Government to repurchase it and settle the 
people there. 

Mr. KEOGH: There is plenty of Crown land 
fit for close settlement if they like to throw it 
open. 

Mr. McGAHAN: TherR was none in his dis­
trict. Not long ago the applications for a 
number of selections there overlapped ten 
trmes over, which proved that the 1-eople were 
anxiously looking for land. He believed it 
was better for agricultural labourers coming here 
to get employment two or three years with farmers 
until they knew what to grow and how to grow 
it, instead of going on the land at once and 
learning by themselves. n was thirty years since 
he first went farming; and if the young men 
who might come to the colony did as well as he 
had done they would have no need to complain. 
The country was good enough ; it only wanted 
developing ; and the Government intended to 
develop it to the best of their ability. 

Mr. CROSS hoped the colony would read the 
hon. gentleman's refutation of the statement of 
the Premier. The hon. gentleman, who was one 
of the few prosperous farmers in the colony, said 
there was no land available for farming. 

The PREMIER : In his district. 
Mr. CROSS : In the colony. He said there 

was no land available except for grazing, and 
said the Government would have to repurchase 
it. Another thing, the hon. gentleman said it 
was of no use asking farmers with capital to 
come out here, because they would not know the 
conditions of the colony, and would not know 
what to grow-they would have to come out and 
take 7s. 6d. a week to get colonial experience. 

Mr. JACKSON wished to know whether the 
scheme suggested some time ago by the Agent­
General had borne fruit. He referred to the 
keeping of a register in the Agricultural Depart­
ment, to be sent to the Agent-General at home, 
containing the names of planters and farmers 
willing to give instruction in f".rming to young 
men. The information would be a guide to hon. 
members in voting on the question. He did not 
think there was very much in the idea of sending 
11r. Finucane to Southern Europe, because he 
had been informed that it would be impossible 
for people here to compete with the inhabitants 
of Greece and Turkey in the dried fruit trade ; 
but he thought there was an opening- in the 
colony for men who would produce butter 
and cheese for the English market. The hon. 
member for Cunningbam spoke of the scarcity 
of land, though it was hut fair to tbe hon. 
member to say that he referred chiefly to his 
own district. The speech of the hon. member 
was more opposed to immigration than many of 
the speeches which had come from the Oppo­
sition side of the Home. There was no scarcity 
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of l:l.nd in the Central and Northern districts. 
There was plenty of room for immigrants of the 
right stamp in those districts, whether there was 
room for them in the Southern district or not. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON was sorry 
that the hon. member for Cunningbam should 
have displayed such grievous ignorance of the 
Central and Northern district as to say there was 
no land there except what was fit only for pas­
turage settlement. There were in the Central 
district millions of acres still in the hands of the 
Crown that were as eminently fitted for agricnl­
tnre as any in the Southern district. He rose to 
call'the attention of the Committee to a matter 
which he hoped would bA noticed in Hansard, 
and that was that he had asked the Treasurer 
a question concerning the Agent-General. The 
hon. gentleman admitted that the vote would be 
under the control of the Agent-General, and he 
asked the question: "When the Government 
intended to appoint an Agent-General?" There 
was a very marked evasive reply to that question 
-that the hon. gentleman was personally satisfied 
with the Acting Ag-ent-General. No hon. member 
with a scintilla of common sense would regard 
that as a reply which should come from a gentle­
man occupying the dignified position of Prime 
Minister of Queensland. The reply, "I am 
satisfied with the Acting Agent-General," was 
undignified and unworthy of the hon. gentleman's 
position. 

Question put; and the Committee divided :­
AYEs, 21. 

;;Iessrs. Glassey, KelT, Cross, Dunsford, McDonnell, 
King, Daniels, Jackson, Turley, Fitzgerald, Hardacre, 
Fogarty, Dibley, Hoolan, Sim, Dawson, McDonald, 
Browne, Stewart, Kidston, and Keogh. 

NoEs, 37. 
Sir H. M. Nelson, Messrs. Tozer, Foxton, Dalrymple, 

Philp, Hamilton, Collins, Bartholomew, Dickson, Fraser, 
Newell, Finney, llfacdonald-Paterson, Leahy, Thomas, 
Chataway, Story, McGahan, McMaster, Cribb, Bridges, 
Bell, Stephenson, Drake, Smith, Stodart, Armstrong, 
Grimes, Castling, Oallan, Crombie, Batters by, Stephens, 
G. Thorn, Smyth, ·W. Thorn, and Stumm. 

Resolved in the negative; and original question 
put and passed. · 

MARINE DEPARTMENT. 

The TREASURER moved that £70,950 be 
granted for harbour works, Marine Department. 
The vote included £1,250 for the Broadsound 
wharf. Then there was £24,000 for a new suction 
dredge. Five thousand pounds was voted for that 
purpose last year, but only part of it had been 
spent up to date, and the amount now asked for 
would cover the whole concern. The dredge was 
not to be paid for out of the harbour dues at Bris­
bane, so that it would be available for the whole 
colony as might be required. The vote for 
miscellaneous services was the same as last year­
namely, £3,000-when they spent £2,729. With 
regard to the £15,000 for dredging the channel 
to improve the entrance to Broad mount Harbour, 
that would add to the indebted ne ss of the colony 
as no provision had yet been made for the work. 
There was a vote of a very large sum for improv­
ing the Fitzroy River years ago, but the whole of 
that had been exhausted. With reference to the 
Townsville breakwater, when the harbour board 
for that port wn.s brought into existence at the 
beginning of the present year, the breakwater, 
both eastern and western, was in n, sound condi­
tion; but a short time after that a very unusual 

.gale, called "Sigma," came alcmg and broke 
down the breakwater. It was only fair to the 
harbour board there that they should have the 
harbour put in the %ame condition as it was when 
the Act was passed, and he had had careful esti­
m&tes made as to what amount would be required 
to restore it to that <;:ondition, and the amount 
was exactly th<tt put down on the Estimates. 
He did not propose that the money should be 

spent by the G~vernment; but that it should be 
handed over to the harbour board to expend, 
because it was possible that the design of the 
breakwater might not have been a good one in 
the first instance, and the board might require 
to alter the design. The amount of the vote was 
£27,700; but the whole of that would not be 
added to the indebtedness of the colony, because 
there was a credit of about £5,000 to Townsville 
in the loan balances. 

Mr. DAWSON: Is this amount a gift? 
The TREASURER: It was compens'ltion to 

the Townsville Harbour Board, to put them in 
the position they would have been in if that 
gale had not come along. He considered that a 
fair thing to do. 

Mr. GLASSEY: \Vi!l you do a fair thing all 
round? 

The TREASURER: He always did that. 
There was a harbour board at Bundaberg, but 
he did not think the hon. member was aware of 
the fact. It was the best harbour board in 
existence in the colony, judging from the fact 
that it had not given him any trouble at all, but 
had done its business in a businesslike way. 

The HoN. J. R. DICKSON hc1d always 
ad vocn,ted that if local authorities snch as 
harbour boards 1vere cren.ted they should receive 
every reasonn.ble encouragement, for they conlrl 
in fact do no good work without assistance from 
the Treasury. At the same time they should 
consider the principle which was involved in 
giving to local authnrities which had not 
had any experience in the construction of marine 
works the expenditure of large sums of money 
without any supervision, inspection, or con­
trol on the part of the Govern:nent. Even 
the Government themselves, with the best 
advice at their disposal, had made mistakes, and 
the harbour at Townsville was one which would 
tax the ability of the most skilful marine 
engineers in the world. Sir John Coode himself 
in his report expressed the opinion that they 
had some of the most difficult ports in the whole 
of Australia to deal with, and the Government 
should not part with this money unless they 
were ass.1red that the Townsville Board would 
procure the best prof<·";sional advice. 'l'he matter 
might not stop here, because on the loan voteti 
there were unexpended balances in connection 
with the Pioneer River which had taxed the 
skill of the ablebt engineers. 

The TREASURER: About £40,000. 
The HoN. ,T. R. DICKSON : The money was 

unexpended because the Treasurer would not 
part with it on account of the possibility of 
losing it in attempting to form a harbour either 
at Flat Top or on the Pioneer River. He did 
not object to the reconstruction of the Towns· 
ville breakwater, but judging from reports he had 
read of interviews with the Treasurer by the 
board, the board were trying to grasp a great 
deal more administration than they could suc­
cessfully conduct. They wanted to take the 
control of the pilotage out of the hands of the 
Government, but he was glad to see that the 
Treasurer resisted the request, and he hoped he 
would continue to resist it. That showed how 
a local authority, without knowing its exact 
functions, wiHhed to obtain a large amount 
of administrative power, particularly in the 
direction of spending money in directions 
attended with very great ri,Jk. He would like 
to know if the Government had given any 
consideration to a matter which attracted a great 
deal of attention at the bqinning of the year 
regarding the obstacles which p1evented shipping 
coming to this port. Brisbane was not v'c'ry br 
from Sydney, where the charges were much 
lighter than here; and, although the latter had 
grecct natural advantages, there were charges at 
Brisbane which might be reduced. The charge 
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for towage, for instance, was almost prohibitive 
and was a matter of constant complaint. Th~ 
"Advance" had been recommissioned bat she 
was not available for towage, as sh~ had the 
pilotage to attend to ; but some arrangement 
ought to be made by the Government with the 
owners of the tugboats here. There were many 
charges which it might not be convenient to 
remit ; but this charge for towage had grown 
to such an extent that he was justified in asking 
the Government whether there was any chance 
of a measure being introduced with the object of 
improving matters, either by taking over the tug. 
boats or by making arrangements with their 
present owners? 

The TREASURER: What he had advocated 
was that Brisbane should do as other ports had 
done, and form a harbour hoard fori tself. It should 
not always be depending upon the Government, 
and tellmg them that the Brisbane was a national 
river, because there were other rivers besides the 
Brisbane. He had to-day had an interview with 
the Chamber of Commerce, which was at last in 
favour of forming a harbour board. He had 
asked them to submit their ideas, and when he 
received them he hoped to be able to pass the 
necessary Bill this ssssion. When a board was 
formed the matter of towage could be dealt 
with by the local authorities; he did not con­
sider that it was a matter for the Government, 
The "Advance" had instructions with regard to 
towing vessels in distress, but beyond that they 
left towage to private enterprise. He had called 
for tenders, knowing that there was a monopoly 
m regard to towage, but there was no satis­
factory result. However, it was a matter that 
affected Brisbane alone, and Brisbane ought to 
settle it for itself. 

Mr. KIDSTON was very pleased to hear the 
Treasurer refer as he had to the formation of a 
harbour board at Brisbane, because it was time 
there was an end to the talk about Brisbane work 
being national work. There was £24 000 down 
for a new dredge. vVas he to under~tand that 
that was only part of the cost? 

The TREASURER : Last year £5 000 was 
voted, but none of it was spent in that year. 
Since the 30th June, however, a certain amount 
had been spent because a contract had been 
entered into for £18,070, and payments were 
being made on certificates. The terms of the 
contract were that the vessel should be delivered 
in Brisbane within eleven months from the date 
of the contract-that was to say, sht> would be 
here by the end of next March. The dredge 
was not being paid for out of the harbour dues 
because she was not to belong to the port of 
Brisbane or any other port. She would go to 
Cairns or anywhere else where she might be 
required. It was intended that she should com­
mence by trying to make a cutting through Free­
man's Channel. If that could be done the port 
of Brisbane would be made, as vessels could then 
round Cape Moreton in the teeth of the heaviest 
gales from the south or south-east, be in smooth 
water, and able to come rig·ht up the river. That 
was the reason why the dredge was approved of 
last sesRion. At the same time it must be clearly 
understood that she would not be the property 
of tbe Brisbane Harbour Board, and would not 
be included in their endowment. She would be 
the property of the whole colony, and might 
even he sent m the first place to the Fitzroy 
River to clear the cuttings at the mouth of the 
river, so as to allow vessels to get up to Broad­
mount at any state of the tide. The dredge was 
to be a national dredge. 

Mr. KIDSTON quite approved of the money 
being spent for such a purpose. What he wished 
to point out to the Treasurer was that at Bunda­
berg, Rockhampton, and Townsville, harbour 
boards had been formed, and all improvements 

were made a charge on the local revenue of those 
boards, so that they were limited in their 
operations to the revenue the Government had 
appointed to them; but it appeared that ports such 
as Brisbane, which had not yet formed boards, in 
addition to getting tlwir harbour due• to carry 
out harbour improvements, were to have the 
further ad vantage of the use of that dredge. In 
the statement furnished to hon. member• show· 
ing the apportionment of loan expenditure, he 
noticed that in connection with harbour works 
some expenditure w&s put clown as local, 
whilst other items were put down to the general 
account, and included in the general account 
were all the dredges, so that if the new dredge 
was paid from the loan fund account it would be 
charged to the general account, and those ports 
which were restrict~d to their local revenue 
would be at a disadvantage as compared with, 
say, the port of Brisbane. J uc~ging by past 
experience, although the dredge was to be a 
national dredge, it meant that she would be used 
in the Brisbane River. 

The TREASURER: No. 
Mr. KIDSTON: It was desirable that all the 

ports of the colony should be treated alike. It 
was of great importance to the trade of the 
colony that the ports should be made as good as 
they could be made, and it would help them if 
their local revenue was supplemented by a grant 
from the loan fund. He hoped that when a 
harbour board was formed for Brisbane, the 
£24,000 spent on the new dredge would be 
counted in as a gmnt to those ports which were 
getting the benefit. It was quite proper that he 
should ask for some kind of assurance from the 
Treasurer that that was his intention ; to deal in 
the eame manner with those ports which had 
harbour boards and those which had not. 

The TREASURER : They had just listened 
to the most extraordinary argument on a vote 
that he had ever heard. 'rhere was £15,000 put 
down for dredging a channel to improve the 
entrance to Broadmount Harbour, and the hon. 
member wanted places that had harbour boards 
to be treated in the same manner as those which 
had not. That was a place which had a harbour 
board, and the Government proposed to give 
them £15,000, and yet the hon. member con­
tended that they were ill-used. He had no 
objection to omitting the amount, except for 
the reason that he did not believe the hon. 
m8mber wanted the £15,000, and he would 
tell them why. The producers of Longreach and 
out we;t wanted to get their produce to deep 
water ; they did not want to go to Rockhamp­
ton. The hon. member, on the other hand, 
wanted everything to go through Rockhampton. 
.Rather than see this vote on the Estimates he 
would force every little bit of traffic to go 
through the Rockhampton station. Did anyone 
ever hear such an argument? The Government 
were bound to support the producers of the 
colony, becau"e it was they who kept Rock­
hampton going. They had been trying for years 
to make Rockhampton a good and respectable 
place against the wishes of the people there, and 
they were going to do it now. 

The HoN. G. THORN wag astonished at the 
member for Rockhampton. He must be aware 
that they would be consumm;1te asses at Rock­
hampton if they expended any trnst money in 
making a port at Broadmount. He had no doubt 
the Rockhampton people would make a port of 
Rockhampton in spite of everything. A good 
port wonld have been made there twenty years 
ago but for the hon. member for Bulimba, and, 
as predicted, his scheme proved a fail me. Fifteen 
thousand pounds would not be anything like 
sufficient to dredge the port at Broadmount, and 
he wonld like to know what it would ultim~tely 
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cost. Besides dredging there was a lot of blast­
ing of rock to be done. If all the money required 
was spent on Broadmount, then either Rock­
hampton would be a thing of the past or Broad­
mount would be a white elephant. The only use 
for the railway to Broadmount was in connection 
with the meatworks, and he was afraid the meat­
works would end in smoke. It was utterly impos­
sible for meatworks to be carried on at the 
present price of meat in the home market. The 
port of Broadmonnt, therefore, would never be 
used. The Treasurer talked about the vote for 
the Fitzroy having been expended, but the 
reason for that was that the then Premier wanted 
another port at Port Alma. Something like 
£100,000 had been expended upon that place, 
and he would like to know what was the nse of 
that expenditure now? ·were the buildings and 
wharves to be shifted to Broadmonnt? He 
thought the Committee ought to have all that 
information before they passed the vote. There 
was no fear of the Rockhampton people spending 
a penny out of their harbour trust to make 
Broadmount a port. If they did they would be 
committing suicide. 

Mr. O'CONNELL was glad to hear the 
Premier speak of the Bundaberg Harbour Board 
as a businesslike body. They were still looking 
after their own interests. With reg·ard to the 
£15,000 for Broadmount, that was understood to 
be a distinct grant to the Rockhampton Harbour 
Board after it had been formed. He had a tele­
gram from the Bundaberg Harbour Board, 
requesting him and the hon. member for Bunda­
berg, to ask the Treasurer to grant a sum to the 
board for removing some rocks well known to 
persons cognisant of the navigation of the Burnett 
River, so that the board might have a reasonable 
start. Those rocks were an absolute detriment 
to the port, and a grant for the purpose would 
enable the board to start with. some reasonable 
chance of being able to carry on its work success­
fully afterwards. All they asked for was that 
whatever liberality was meted out to other har­
bour boards, that at Bundaberg should receive 
similar treatment. 

The PREMIER: Hear, hear! 
Mr. CALLAN : The hon. member for Mus­

grave seemed to be under the impression that the 
.£15,000 was a gift by the Government to the 
Rockhampton Harbour Board. That was not 
the case. It was well known that the Govern­
ment took upon themselves the work of making 
a waterway from Sea Hill to Broadmount for 
large steamers. 

Mr. O'CONNELL : Is it not inside the Rock­
hampton harbour trust? 

The PREMIER : Yes. 
Mr. CALLAN: At present the lowest water 

between Sea Hill and Broadmount was two and 
a-half fathoms. Large boats like the "Arawatta" 
drew about five feet more. The interruption to 
traffic was only found in four or five places, and 
the dredging alone would not, he thought, cost 
more than £15,000. The hon. member for Rock­
hampton, Mr. Kidston, had made a most extra­
ordinary speech. He (l\Ir. Callan) was as much 
interested in Rockhampton as most men. He 
wanted to see it go ahead as much as possible, 
and was convinced that the more accessible the 
port was made the better it would be for the 
town; and yet a member representing the town 
objected to it. He was entirely in favour of the 
motion, and thanked the Government for having 
put the £15,000 on the Estimates. 

Mr. GLASSEY was glad to hear the Premier 
say that the Bundaberg Harbour Board would 
be placed on exactly the same footing as all the 
other boards. It WBE only right that aJl the 
boards should start on equal terms. At Bunda­
berg, owing to the limited amount of money at 
the command of the board, they would not be 
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able for some time to put the port in order, and 
he trusted that the request of the harbour board 
for a grant for that purpose would be seriously 
considered by the Premier. He did not begrudge 
the amount given to Townsville ; at the same 
time he comidered Townsville one of the most 
favoured towns in the colony. He would very 
likely have to call on the hon. gentleman and 
urge these matters privately. In the meantime 
he urged that the hon. gentleman would show a 
liberal spirit towards those harbour boards to 
which he had referred. 

The TR.EASURER: It was extraordinary 
that the hon. member and himself were exactly 
in accord on this subject, except where the hon. 
member drew comparisons, which were very often 
odious. He admitted that all the boards ought 
to be assisted in the way of giving them some 
kind of endowment to enable them to make a 
good start in their work, and possibly before 
the end of the session he would put on the table 
a supplementary loan estimate for that purpose. 
"INhere the hon. member drew compansons 
between Btmdaberg and Townsville he _was 
entirely in the wrong. As he had explamed 
before, the Townsville board took over the har­
bour in the condition it was in when the Act 
was passed. \Vithin three weeks, before the 
board was formed, the two breakwaters were to 
a large extent destroyed by a storm. S';lrveys 
and estimates had been made to ascertam the 
amount that would be required to restore them 
to their condition at the time the Act was 
passed and the conclusion arrived at was that the 
amount now asked for would be required to do 
that and nothing more. Having full confidence 
in the Townsville Harbour Board, instead of 
having the work done by the Marine Board he 
considered it better to hand the amount ovar to 
the harbour board, because it was possible that 
the original design of the breakwaters might be 
bad and they might alter the design.. He 
tho~ght it was a fair and reasonable thm!j to 
give this money to put those breakwaters mto 
the same condition as when the Act was passed. 

Mr. GLASSEY did not wish to draw odious 
comparisons between Townsville and Bundaberg. 
VVhat he endeavoured to convey was that he 
presumed the Townsville harbour was in a g~od 
condition when the board was formed, whwh 
could not be said with regard to others. 

The PRE~IIER: Townsville is quite an excep­
tional case. 

Mr. KIDS TON: The Premier seemed to think 
he was in a great sweat about a port being made 
at Broadmount, but that was a mistake. What 
he asked was that the harbour boards formed 
should have their revenue supplemented by a 
grant to enable them to start work in an efficient 
way and that the harbour boards already formed 
sbo~ld be put on the same footing as the harbours 
that had not yet got harbour boards. They had 
supplemented the revenue of the Brisbane 
Harbour Board by a vote from the loan fund for 
a dredge. 

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW: In Maryborough 
they were satisfied with the action taken by the 
Government to leave to the different harbour 
boards the management of their own affairs. He 
was satisfied that the new suction dredge, when 
it came out, would cause a reform in dredging, 
and be a great saving to the colony at la~ge. He 
noticed that Rockhampton and Townsv!lle were 
getting money, but they did not object to that. 
Townsville was entitled to be placed on the same 
footing as the other ports, and was asking nothing 
unreasonable. Though the hon. member f?r 
ltockhampton did not want any money spent m 
his river, the other harbours would be glad to 
get what they could for harbour and river im 
provements. 
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Mr. MACDONALD-P ATERSON: Harbour 
boards were born out of the distress of the Trea­
sury, and had not been evolved out of the people's 
will. The people did not desire decentralisation 
of that kind ; it had been brought about by the 
distressed condition of the Treasury, just as 
the diminution in the endowment to divisional 
boards had been brought about. He predicted 
that harbour boards would be an absolute 
bilure in this country. They ought to be a 
failure, and he trusted they would be a very 
early failure. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Why ? 
Mr. MACDONALD- PATERSON: Why 

should the Government retain control of rail­
ways and land highways of the country and 
abandon the water highways? The system of 
harbour boards meant the introduction of many 
men and many minds, and a waste of time and 
labour. Amongst all their harbour boards, who 
was their engineer? vVith a vast colony of 
only 450,000 inhabitants, and with a coastline 
greater than that of any of the other 0olonies of 
Australa,ia, it was a parochial farce to talk of 
harhom boards. The Government should under­
stand tha·t it was their duty to monopolise the 
W(tter highways of the country. The question 
of cost .,.,,as nothing. If Rockhampton wanted 
£250,000, Townsville £500,000, and Brisbane and 
Normanton £1,000,000 each, they should have 
no regard for the cost, so long as the general 
Government were developing the different 
harbours of the colony for the transit inwards of 
commerce and the exportation of products. Would 
any man in that Committee say that Towns­
ville should not have half a million of money? 
The whole question now was governed by the 
draught of the ocean tramp steamship. No one 
had referred to the expenditure at Bow en to 
enable large steamers to load there with frozen 
ml:!>t, huroeo for India, and other products. He 
opposed this harbour board business altogether. 
They should retreat from the position taken up 
by Sir Thomas 1\Icilwraith, who initiated those 
boards, because in the straits to which the 
Treasury was reduced that hon. gentleman 
wantr-d to put all the burdens of ports, roads, and 
everything else on the lc>cal authorities. They 
had too much of that, so far as the water high­
ways were concerned, and they should endeavour 
to go back to the wholesome position of the 
State controlling the harbours and rivers of the 
colony. 

Mr. KIDSTON : Tha,t is very good for Brisbane. 
:Mr. MACDON ALD-P ATJ<~RSON : The hon. 

member must be a very young man if he thought 
he WM speaking for Brisbane alone. He was 
speaking for the whole colony. He did not 
advor~tte neglect of Brisbane claims, but he had 
no doubt that the suction dredge coming out 
would be used in Brisbane untii they had 25 
feet at low water. Every influence 'be could 
bring to bear to secure the utilisation of that 
dredge in the port of the metropolis would be 
used, but surely they were not g-oing to have 
only one dredge of that description. If it proved 
a success he hoped the Government would call 
for tenders for the construction within the colony 
of three or four, or half a dozen more, so that 
they might be supplied to Townsville, Nor­
manton, and other ports that mig-ht require 
them. He had much pleasure in supporting the 
vote, but at the same time he w11rned the Go­
vermnent that if they thought they were travel­
ling in the right track in the formation of those 
harbour boards, they were labouring under a 
grievous error. 

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW never dreamt that 
any member of that House would ever advocate 
going back to the old system of dredging their 
harbours. If any money had been squandered 
by the Government it had been in that direction. 

They had now spent over £2,000,000 on such 
works; of that amount £220,000 had been sunk 
in the Fitzroy, and was really money tl:!rown 
away. He was certain that the harbour boards 
would be a success. In the J\fary River they 
were working a dredge, and everything was 
going on smoothly and at a minimum cost. 

The HoN. J. R. DICKSON: It was all very 
well for hon. members to complain of the 
errors of the past in connection with harbour 
works, but who was there in the community who 
did not commit errors ? From many years' 
observation and of administration he knew that 
many schemes of submarine engineering were of 
a tentative character, and no one could say 
whether the dredging of channels would be a 
success or otherwise, as the schemes of even the 
most advanced engineers might be at any time de­
feated by the periodic flooding" of rivers and other 
physical dh;turbances. He did not want to 
deprecate attempting the extension of local 
authorities in the shape of harbour boards, but 
the Government should be cautious in entrusting 
those boards with the expenditure of large sums 
of money without proper professional super­
vision. He did not speak as member for Bris­
bane, but he must exprp,"s his surprise that wbAn 
any expenditure was mentioned in connection 
with the metropolis members representing more 
Northern constituencies should complain that 
that port was voracious and getting the lion's 
share of the expenditure. The members for 
Brisbane had been remarkably quiescent in 
not ad vacating more strenuously the claims of 
the metropolis, which certainly ought to receive 
a large amount of consideration. The Trea­
surer had introduced a new principle in that 
Estimate, which they would have to face 
hereafter in other Estimates, besides those for 
the improvement of harbours; that was the 
principle of renovating, at the expense of the 
Government, works which had been destroyed 
by a physical catastrophe, and which properly 
belonged to the local authority. The hon. 
member for Rockhampton and the members for 
the Northern district,, ought to regard that Esti­
mate with gratitude, instead of complaining of 
Brisb.me having the use of the new suction 
dredge for a few months. If the experiment 
was succe"sful be hoped that that dredge would 
not be a rare bird ; but that other suction 
dredges on an improved pattern would be made 
in the colony. He trusted that the harbour 
boards woulrl be a success ; but the hon. 
member for North Brisbane was justified in ex­
pressing a doubt as to whether they had up to 
the present time shown that they had an intelli­
gent idea of the large respol'lsibility devolving 
upon them in connection with harbour adminis­
tration. There was too great a tendency on the 
part of the Government generally to lift the load 
of responsibiiity off their own shoulders and put 
it on to the local authorities in such matters. 
"With regard to the expenditure in Brisbane he 
had only to add that up to the present it had not 
had the beneflt of the full expenditure of the 
harbour dues collected in the port, so that Bris­
bane had not much to thank the Treasurer for in 
connection with this Estimate. 

Mr. McMASTER: To listen to the hon. 
member for Rockhampton and the hon. m€m­
ber for Maryborough, one would imagine that 
those two ports were the only ports in Queens­
land. These harbour boards were very young 
and had had no experience of floods, but there 
had been a storm at Townsville, and the Govern-

' ment were going to repair the damage done by 
it. The hon. member for :Maryborough was 
cooee-ing before he was out of the wood, because 
the board there did not know what difficulties 
were before them. After there had been a heavy 
flood, which filled np the banks which they were 
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now removing, it took a great deal of money to 
keep the river clean, He (Mr. McMaster) 
did not object· to the Northern rivers being 
attended to, bnt when they clamoured about 
Brisbane, he would remind them that Bris­
bane was a port before those places in the 
North were discovered. He remembered when 
vessels had to be sent from Brisbane to bring 
down people from Port Curtis who would have 
been starved otherwise, and hon. members 
representing Northern ports should not forget 
that. He wished to ask the Treasurer when the 
Government intended to start removing the belt 
of rocks at the mouth of the Brisbane River? 
He understood that they were getting a boring 
plant, and was surprised that the people of Bris­
bane had been so uncommonly quiet, and had 
not insisted upon that work being carried out 
years ago. He might remind hon. members that 
the Government had dis]Josed of all the river 
frontages at Brisbane and paid the money into 
the general revenue, but Rockhampton and 
Townsville and Maryborongh still had their 
frontages. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAU.WAYS: The land 
was sold by the New South \Vales Government. 

Mr. McMASTER: All the money was not 
spent in Sydney, but some was spent in Rock­
hampton, and a great deal more in Maryborough. 
Brisbane was the capital of the colony, and its 
wants ought to be attended to. In fact, tbe 
capital ought to have most attention, because 
most of the trade of the colony went through it. 
He wished to see justice done to all the ports, 
but he objected to hon. members clamouring 
about Brisbane, and comparing it to an octopus. 
Brisbane had been very generous in helping the 
Northern ports, and would always do so when a 
good case was made out. He did not begrudge 
the money proposed to be given to Townsville, 
but agreed with the hon. member for Bulimba 
that tbe Government should take care that the 
money was spent under the supervision of a 
competent engineer, so that the board would not 
have to ask for more. He hoped the Treasurer 
would ·answer his question about removing the 
rocks at the month of the river. 

The TREASURER: All he could say was 
that the Government had ordered the plant, 
which would be here very soon ; and as soon as 
it arrived operations would be commenced. The 
Portm~,ster, as well as one of their young 
officers, a native of the colony, who had been in 
the department all his life, had been to Sydney, 
and had watched the operations of similar 
apparatus there, and had come back with a full 
knowledge of how it was worked. He expected 
operations to he commenced within a month. At 
the same time, he would rather see the people of 
Brisbane take the Brisbane River into their own 
hands. He was doing his utmost to get the 
Brisbane people to constitute themselves into a 
local authority like the other ports of the colony. 
From an interview which he had had that day 
with the Chamber of Commerce he believed that 
he would be able to submit a Bill to constitute a 
harbour board for Brisbane. There were also 
boards required at Maryborough and Mackay, 
and if there was time this sc·llsion-and there was 
every appearance of it-he hoped to be able to 
put through those three Bills this session. 

Mr. DUNSFORD suggested in all seriousness 
that the hon. member for Fortitude Valley and 
the two members for Brisbane should consider 
the advisability of shifting Brisbane from its 
present position if it was to remain the capital 
of the colony. They should place it somewhere 
near Redcliffe, or else up about Ipswich, and 
dredge the river to it, because if it remained 
where it was it would be washed away by a flood. 
There was no doubt that the way in which Bris­
bane had been bolstered np in the past at the 

expense of the rest of the colony had given rise 
to the demand for separation in the North and 
Centre. If it was true, as was stated by the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley, that all the trade 
of the colony filtered through Brisbane, that 
should be sufficient reward for Brisbane without 
penalisingtheotherpartsof the colony and making 
them pay for improving the harbour or blowing up 
rocks at the mouth of the river, Now that it 
was considered desirable to place all the ports of 
the colony on the sam~ footing, Brisbane was 
beginning to clamour for more State assistance. 
The colony was actmg wisely in going in for the 
formation of harbour boards, The work could 
be better done, say, by the people of;Townsville, 
than when it had to be done by people at a 
distance who were not directly interested. They 
all knew the vexatious delays which had 
occurred in the past owing to the administration 
being centred in one corner of the colony. He 
believed that ultimately the formation of local 
boards wonld lead to the reclamation of lands 
which would not be done by the Government. 
He hoped that Brisbane would soon be com­
pelled to be on the same footing as Townsville, 
Rockhampton, and Bundaberg. 

Mr. SIM pointed out that while provision had 
been made for a new suction dredge, costing 
.£24,000, and for dredging a channel at the 
entrance of Broadmount harbour, to cost 
.£15,000, and whiletheywereasked to vote .£27,700 
as compensation to be paid to the Townsville 
Harbour Board for the restoration of the break­
water at Townsville, no provision whatever was 
made for improving the port at Normanton, 
He was glad to hear the Treasurer say, in 
answer to the hon. member for Bundaberg, that 
he was always desirous to be just to all parts of 
the colony, because be felt in rising to support 
the plea he was now putting before the Com­
mittee he would have a friend at court in tbe 
Treasurer. He asked the hon. gentleman 
was it a fair thing that the whole of Queens­
land north of Townsville should be left out? 
He represented a district as large as Great 
Britain, which had asked for very little. What 
they had asked for they had got, but the 
whole of their demands upon tbe Treasury did 
not amount to .£2,000. He was simply asking 
the Government and the House to note the fact 
that no provision had been made for improving 
the Norman River. 

The TREASURER: He had no reply to give 
tbe hon. member. He said he had got every­
thing he had asked for, and yet he complained. 

Mr. SIM : He was not bringing forward a 
corn plaint, but a petition. 

The TREASURER : Bring it forward next week 
or the week after. 

1\fr. SIM : He would accept the Treasurer's 
statement that he could come to him next week 
if he gave that as an official assurance; other­
wise he should be compelled to go on. 

The 'rREASURER : I doubt yonr sincerity now. 
Mr. SIM: If the hon. gentleman wished to 

adjourn the debate he was quite willing to sit 
down. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The House 
knows the case. 

Mr. SIM was sorry to be compelled to go on. 
He was trying to emphasise the fact that one 
harbour in particular had been notoriously 
omitted from all consideration. During the last 
eleotion the late member for Carpentaria, Mr. 
Phillips, stated that the Government had prac­
tically promised that £10,000 would be expended 
on the Norman River. He held in bi~ hand a 
report from Captain Almond on the Norman 
River, which showed that there had been corres­
pondence between the Treasurer and the late 
member for the district. The claims of the port 
of Normanton had been shamefully neglected, 
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and he therefore felt compelled to read Captain 
Almond's report. It was dated 19th November, 
1895, and was as follows :-[After some preli­
minary remarks the report said-] 

" Alter cm·efully considering :11essrs. Cullen and 
Elliott's reports and l\1r. Daniells' survey and report 
on the obstructions to be removed to get four feet below 
low water between Baftle Group and Norman ton, it is 
apparent that ~1r. Daniells has under-estimated the 
cost. Mr. Elliott's suggestion, by which the cost of the 
cutting through the town reach is reduced by £1,000, is, 
I consider, preferable to that o! Mr. Daniells, and should 
be adopted. 

"The only plant belonging to the department which 
could be applied to this work is a clain dredge consist­
ing of boiler, engine, crane, and two buckets. 

,. The total cost of deepening the river from Baf!!e 
Group to the town is therefore estimated . . . at 
£8,400. 

"Deepening the approach to Normanton by cutting 
a channel through thetownrocl{swoulcl, as Mr. Phillips 
states, remove the existing difficulties in approaching 
the town, and is a desirable work. Providing the plant 
and the removal of the obstructions in the town reach 
is the principal outlay, it would be advisable and 
certainly more economical to remove the whole of the 
obstructions when the plant is at Normanton, com­
mencing with the town rocks." 
Normanton was the port of one of the most 
rising goldfields in Australia, represented by the 
hon. member for Croydon. It was also the port 
for a very large extent of pastoral country, and 
all he asked now was that the Government 
should carry out tbe recommendations of the 
Portmaster. He asked for nothing but what 
was fair and reasonable, and he submitted that 
he had made out a good case for bhe port of 
Normanton. ·within a very few years it would 
be the port of one of the most thnving portions 
of the colony. He was asking for not a single 
penny too much when he asked for the paltry 
sum of £'10,000 for the purpose of making the 
river navigable. 

The PREMIER: Why did you not write this to 
the Treasury instead of filling up Hansard? 

Mr. SIM : He had not risen for the purpose of 
filling up Hansard, and it was an unworthy 
insinuation on th~ part of the Pren,ier to say so. 
All be wanted was to get justice done to a long­
suffering community, and he contended that the 
facts he had placed before the Committee fully 
warranted the action he had taken. 

Question pnt and passed. 

BUILDINGS. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

moved that £15,000 be granted for buildings. 
Mr. DRAKE noticed that £3,600 was put 

down for a new post and telegraph office and 
purchase of site at \V arwick. He did not object 
to that, but desired to know why Warwick had 
been singled out, considering that other places 
had a much better claim. A post and telegraph 
office had been wanted for a number of years 
at lled Hill, in the electorate of Enoggera ; but 
whenever a request had been made to the 
Government it was sai<l that there was no 
money available. Now they found that there 
was money available for \Varwick. Red Hill, 
one of the most important suburbs of Brisbane, 
was without any accommodation of the kind, and 
as soon as the electric tram system was extended 
it would become more important. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
did not know what the fact of Red Hill not 
having a post and telegraph office had to do with 
the fact that it was proposed to erect one in 
\V arwick. This expenditure was proposed 
because it was considered absolutely necessary, 
and a promise was made some years ago to 
endeavour to have the work carried out. Tbe 
site of the present office was subject to inunda­
tion. 

Mr. DRAKE : The reply given by the hon. 
gentleman was the usual official reply-that the 

expenditure was absolutely necessary. His con­
tention was that if money could be found for a 
building in one part of the colony it could be 
found for a building in anobher part. There was 
an admirable site for a post and telegraph office 
at Red Hill lying vacant, and while the site of 
the office at Warwick was subject to inundation 
there was no office at all at Red Hill. Would 
the hon. gentleman state what proportion of the 
£3,600 was for the purchase of the site? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
£1,100 for the site, and the balance for the erec­
tion of the building. It was in the centre of 
Warwick. 

Mr. McDONALD asked whether it was in­
tended to erect a post office at Richmond 
Downs? 

The TREASURER : Wooden buildings are 
erected out of revenue. These are stone build­
ings. 

Mr. McDONALD: Tenders were called for 
the erection of a post office there many years 
ago, hut none was accepted. The Government 
paid £2 a week rent for a building till 1893, 
when it was reduced to £1 a week. He believed 
that a post office could he built there for £500 or 
£600, and that the Government would make 5 or 
6 per cent. on the outlay. 

The TREASURER: That would be for a wooden 
building; it would not come out of loan. 

Mr. McDONALD: He would not object to a 
substantial building being erected. The popu­
lation of the place was increasing, and he would 
like to bear from the Minister whether it was 
intended to erect a post office there? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The post office the hon. member desired to see 
erected would be constructed of timber, and did 
not really come nnder this vote at all. All 
buildings constructed out of loan fnnd must be 
of stone or brick, and the hon. member should 
bring the matter up when they came to the Post 
Office Estimates. 

Mr. McDONALD: Now that the Govern­
ment had had ample warning, he hoped that 
when they came to the Post Office Est1mates he 
would find that the matter had been favourably 
considered. 

Mr. GROOM: Four or five years ago Parlia­
ment voted £5,000 for a post and telegraph office 
at Warwick and tenders were called for the work. 
The lowest tenderer was a friend of his, and as 
his tender was something under the £5,000, he 
was surprised tbat it had not been accepted. 
The present post office at Warwick was in 
flood-time two or three feet under water and all 
business in it had to be suspended. If but 
£2,500 was to be spent on the new post office, it 
conld not be intended to build it upon the plans 
drawn for tbe building for which tenders had 
been originally called. A new site had been 
chosen for the building, and the hon. gentleman 
must not therefore be surprised if questions were 
asked as to why the site fixed upon by the late 
member for Warwick had been departed from, 
and why the amount now asked for the building 
was less than that which the House voted for the 
purpose some years ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The buildings would not be erected on the plans 
made five or six years ago. The site chosen was 
a convenient one in the centre of the town and 
above flood mark. He could not say why the 
site adopted six years ago had been departed 
from. 

Mr. GROOM: He was not opposing the vote 
at all, as he considered it a very necessary one 
from his knowledge of the present building. He 
had only drawn attention to the change of site 
and the alteration in the plan of building. 

Mr. DRAKE did not wish to stand in the way 
of tbe Warwick people getting a new post office, 
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but he would like some assurance from the 
Minister that he would take into consideration 
the claims of Red Hill. Fortitude V alley had 
an elaborate post office, and nearly all the other 
suburbs of Brisbane had post offices ; and, as 
Red Hill was rapidly growing in importance, the 
Minister might say whether he would take the 
matter into consideration. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He should be very glad to promise to take the 
matter into consideration. 

Mr. KIDS TON : There was no doubt that the 
Lands Department at Rockhampton required 
more accommodation. The best plan would be 
to build a new court-house and devote the 
present court-house to the purposes of a lands 
office. He would like to hear from the Minister 
that in passing thi~ vote that would be under­
stood. 

Mr. CALLAN could not in any way under­
stand the hon. member for Rockhampton. First 
of all, he opposed the vote of £15,000 for dredg­
ing the channel to improve the entrance to Broad­
mount Harbour, and now he opposed the vote 
of £1,500 for a new lands office at Rockhampton. 
He had as large a stake in Rockham pton as the 
hon. member, and he said distinctly that the 
best thing to do was to accept what the Govern­
ment would give them, and afterwards try to get 
more. If the Rockhampton people would not do 
that, they were fools, and they were badly repre­
sented. 

Mr. KIDSTON: He was only asking what he 
had been requested to ask by the people of 
Rockhampton, and the hon. member for Fitzroy 
had been asked to help in the matter. When 
the hon. member spoke about the people being 
fools he might at least give them the credit of 
knowing their own business. 

Mr. CALLAN : He did not mean that the 
people of Rockhampton were> fools, but that the 
hon. member was a fool. If the Government 
offered a certain sum of money to any munici­
pality, the people of that municipality would be 
very foolish if they refused it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
\Vith regard to the question of accommodation 
in the public offices ~tt Rockhampton, the hon. 
member for Rockhampton and other members 
for the district, as well as some citizens of Rock­
hampton, had been moving in the matter, and 
he had explained at several interviews that it was 
necessary that some other departments besides 
that of the Works should co-operate and come 
to an agreement. The Home Secretary and the 
Secretary for Lands had been conferring with 
one another, and he thought that what the hon. 
member desired would be carried out; that was 
to use uhe present court-house as a lands office, 
and build a new court-house. 

Mr. McDONALD asked for some information 
with regard to the item of £1,400 for the Gatton 
Agricultural College, buildings and furniture. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
As the hon. member was probably aware, last 
year £5,000 was voted for the purpose of erecting 
an agricultural college. The additional sum of 
£1,400 now asked for was intended to supplement 
that amount, as Professor Shelton and other 
experts had advised that it would not be suffi­
cient to furnish the college and provide necessary 
outbuildings. 

Mr. McDONALD wanted to know where the 
thing was going to end. He did not take excep­
tion to the extra £1,400 being voted but would 
impress upon the hon. gentleman and the Com­
mittee that there were other branches of industry 
which would probably ask for the same assistance 
as was now being given to the farming com­
munity ; and he hoped that if they did ask for 
it they won!? be treated in an equally liberal 
manner. Wrth regard to the site of the agri-

cultural college in course of erection, it was 
stated by those who ought to know that the 
land in that part of the country was of such a 
character that the education which was to be 
given in the college would J;>e J!lllCh more 9ostly 
than if the college were bmlt m a more smtable 
localitv. 

The.SECRETARYFOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He had been informed that the statement that 
there was nut-grass there was not correct. All 
the information he had received was to the effect 
that the land was exceedingly good, and the site 
was well chosen. It had the advantage of prox­
imity to the metropolis, and to the scientific staff 
located here. 

The HOME SECRETARY: In reply to the 
hon. member for Rockhampton, he might state 
that the Supreme Court had taken possession of 
the present buildings at Rockhampton, and the 
inferior court had had to return to the buildings 
formerly used as a court-house. There was no 
doubt the accommodation was not what it should 
be, and the magistrates had brought the matter 
under the notice of the Government. He had 
consulted with the Secretary for Lands, and they 
had decided to take the present court-house for 
the lands office, and erect a new court-house 
The Treasurer had also been at Rockhampton, 
and agreed that that was the proper course to 
adopt. If financial matters could be arranged, 
the administration of justice in the inferior courts 
would be carried on in a building suitable for 
the convenience of the magistrates and the 
public. 

Mr. GRIMES did not know where the hon. 
member for Flinders got his information about 
the agricultural college, but a good many prac­
tical men had been there, and had thoroughly 
tested the soil, and were convinced of its suit­
ableness. He had been over the ground, and 
could see that there was as much land of an 
excellent quality as would ever be requiFed ~or 
agricultural purposes. .There was some mferwr 
land towards the railway line, but it would not 
be required for cultivation. He did not think a 
rr.ore suitable site could have been found. 

Mr. HOOLAN differed from the hon. member 
for Oxley in regard to the quality of this land. 
There were other hon. members, as well as that 
hon. member, who knew ant-bed from rock, and 
swamp from hard land, and time would reveal a 
blunder in this case as it had revealed blunders 
made by past Governments. A vote of £5,000 
had hardly been spent before the Government 
came down for more money to build fowl­
houses or whatever Professor Shelton saw fit 
to add to the plans already adopted by the 
Government. He should have thought the £1,400 
itself would have been sufficient for the purpose. 
He knew that many farmers had done well on 
far less capital than that. He looked upon this 
as a sneaking vote, as if the colony was full of 
millionaires instead of being in a broken con­
dition all round. It was well enough if the 
Government credit were good, but if they paid 
£5,000 for one experiment they would be asked 
to pay it for another; and that was only a fore­
runner of what might happen. :Notwithstanding 
what had been said by the hon. member for 
Oxley, he said this was bad land; the Govern­
ment had made a bad bargain, and if they were 
wise they would proceed cautiously. 

Mr. CASTLING had seen the land many 
years ago; ha had been over it again recently, 
and could say that the land on the bank of the 
creek, and for some distance back towards the 
old road, was very good. The land on the 
frontage was also good, its only fault bein!)' ~hat 
it was rather low and would reqmre drarmm;. 
He did not think a better site could have been 
found. The quality of the land could be seen by 
the crops produced on the adjacent farms. All 
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the good land in Australia was on the banks of 
rivers, and the further they went back the worse 
the land became. 

Question put and passed. 

WATERWORKS AND WATER SUPPLY. 

The TREASUEER moved that £2,438 be 
granted for waterworks and water supply. 
'fhere were some additions to the vote as com­
pared with last year, which could be seen by 
looking at the items. 

Mr. DRAKE said that last year the Govern­
ment had been deservedly praised for placing the 
vote on the Estimates for inspectors for collect­
ing pressures and other statistics of artesian 
bores. He had not yet seen any report embody­
ing the result of their labours, and he would like 
to know when they might expect it? 

The TREASURER: The report had been 
somewhat delayed, but it was now in the hands 
of the Government Printer, He might possibly 
be able to lay it on the table to-morrow; at any 
rate, it would be in the hands of hon. members 
next week. 

Mr. GLASSEY: The report was late last 
year as well, so that it was clear that the depart­
ment, which was one of the most important in 
the State, was undermanned. It was necessary 
that hon. members should have the report when 
they were discussing the Estimate, and therefore 
there should be an increase to the staff. 

Mr. KERR asked whether the Treasurer 
could give any information with reference to a 
statement which had appeared in the Press that 
some of the bores were decreasing in pressure, 
whilst one in the Central district was reported to 
have run dry? 

The TREASURER : All the informatwn the 
hon. meTTiber wanted would be included in the 
report which would be in the hands of hon. 
members next week at the latest. 

Question put and passed. 

AR'I'ESIAN BORING AND WATER SUPPLY. 

The TREASURER moved that £22,000 be 
granted for artesian boring and water supply. 
There were some new votes-namely, one for 
artesian wells to encourage settlement-£5,000. 
The idea was to put down bores wherever a 
number of grazing farmers or others settled, 
which would supply a number of those settlers, 
thereby encour>tging settlement on the land. 
The Burketown bore was finished. They had a 
supply of water there ; but they had tried to 
get a larger supply, but so far it had not even­
tuated. The Normanton bore was also finished, 
and there was no vote down for it. There was 
an increase in the vote for additions, alterations, 
and repairs to tanks and dams. The vote last 
year was £3,000; but it had not been sufficient 
to meet the requirements, and he was asking for 
£5,000 this year. Any other information which 
was wanted he was quite prepared to give. 

Mr. McDONALD asked if anything had been 
done to repair the tanks between Hughenden and 
Cloncurry? 

'fhe TREASURER: He thought they had 
been let to people; but if the hon. member would 
call at the Treasury he would give him all the 
information he wanted. 

Mr. MoDONALD: He should not need to go 
to the Treasury for the information. Every 
year he had been in the Committee he had 
referred to it. That was the fourth time. 
Some of those dams had cost a considerable 
amount of money to construct, but owing to 
their peculiar position whenever there was a 
flood the waters washed them partly away. They 
held little or no water, and they were getting 
worse every year. Up to the time he had come 
along--in April last-nothing had been done to 

repair them since 1893 or 1894. Every wet 
season added to the amount that would be re­
quired to put them in repair again. 

The TREASURJ~R: The hon. member had 
never sent an application to him with regard to 
any of those dams or bores. If he had done so 
he would have given him the fullest informa­
tion. 

Mr. McDONALD: It was not a question of 
writing to the hon. gentleman about it. 'Why 
had not the inspectors broug-ht it under the 
notice of the department? The hon. member 
for Gregory could say something about the bores 
in his district, which were not in a very good 
state either. If the hon. gentlemen thought the 
dams were not worth looking after, that was his 
business. He had done his duty by drawing 
attention to the matter. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Every member knew that 
if he wanted anything done in his district the 
best plan was to write to the department. The 
matter would then be laid formally before the 
Minister, and would not he lost sight of. 

Mr. STORY: It was to be assumed that if 
the bores which were to be put down to encour­
age settlement were a success, a further vote 
would be asked for next year. He hoped that in 
the choosing of vdtes for the bores his district 
would not be overlooked, as the idea originated 
there. 

Mr. McDONALD reminded the Treasurer 
that last year he brought the matter of the tanks 
before him, and he said it would be attended to. 
It was the duty of the department to keep the 
tanks in repair, but it would have been far better 
if, in the first instance, they had put down bores 
instead of wasting money on tanks. He might 
also refer to the fact that in Hughenden there was 
a large amount of machinery belonging to the 
Government which was going to ruin; it would 
be far better to give it away, on condition that it 
was made use of, rather than let it rust and rot 
away. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Sites for the proposed bores were now being in­
spected. One would probably be sunk in the 
\Vinton district, and one round about Cunna­
mulla. His impression was that those would be 
found to be the most convenient districts to 
commence with. 

Mr. CORFIELD was pleased to hear that 
the department was going to sink a bore near 
·winton. He understood the Treasurer to say 
that the Burketown bore was completed. He 
would like to know whether it was in contem­
plation to send the boring plant to some ot\1er 
portion of the district; say to the Georgma 
River. 

The TREASURER : The bore at Burketown 
had been done by contract; the plant belonged to 
the contractor. The Government had no control 
whatever over it. 

Mr. SIM : If the plant could be removed to 
the Camooweal district, and it was proved that 
artesian water could be obtained there, it meant 
an addition to the colony of a tract of country 
capabl~ of ca,rrying 10,000,000 sheep. He was 
aware that the H vdrn.ulic Department had re­
ported against sinking a bore there, but there 
were persons who did not always accept the 
reports of that department as final. Even if the 
bore was put down and no water was found it 
would do good to the colony, because it would 
prove that that immense area of country must 
be watered by other means. 

Mr. DANIELS : With regard to the vote of 
£5,000 for artesian bores, they were promised a 
Bill dealing with the subject, showing how the 
money was to be spent. If the bores were to be 
sunk on large selections the money would be 
wasted; it would be spent in helping those who 
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ought to be in a position to help themselves. 
Without the Bill he did not see how the money 
could be spent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBI,IC LANDS: 
The vote was to enable the department to carry 
on till the 30th nf next June. The Bill would 
not be tabled during the present session, and it 
was not nec~ssary to enable the money to be 
spent. The hon. member was in error in ima· 
ginini)' that the bores woulcl be put down on large 
selectwns. \Vhen the bores were sunk and water 
was found they would know how the land ought 
to be cut up, and that could not possibly be 
before the end of next session. 

Mr. SIM wished to have an answer with 
regard to the removal of the boring plant from 
Burketown to Camooweal. 

The TREASURER : Favourable consideration. 
Mr. KERR reminded the Treasurer of an 

application made by some men who had already 
settled on land at the Alice River, and expressed 
the hope that it would also be taken into favour· 
able consideration. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed; the CHAIRMAN reported 

progress, and the Committee obtained leave to 
sit again at a later hour of the day. 

The House adjourned at twenty-eight minutes 
past 12 o'clock. 
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