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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDNESDAY, 5 AUGUST, 1896. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 3 
o'clock. 

ELECTIONS TRIBUNAL. 
PRODUCTION 01<' DOCU:IIENTS. 

The PREMIER : I ask the leave of the House 
to make a motion without notice, the c~.se being 
somewhat urgent, and affecting the House. The 
330th Standing Order prevents th!" Clerk of the 
House, who has the custody of all its journals 
a ncl records, from taking any of such journals, 
records, or documents away from the offices of 
the House without the express leave or order of 
the House. I understand that the Clerk of the 
House has re~eived notice that he will be sub­
pamaed to attend before the Elections 'fribunal, 
probably to-morrow, and, in order that the 
Tribunal may be in a position to proceed with its 
business, I beg to move as follows :-

That the Clerk have leave to attend before the 
Elections Tr1bunal and produce the writ of election 
certifying to the return of l\fr. D. T. Keogh as member 
for the electoral district of Rolilewood, and any other of 
the records of the Hou!0e which the 'rribunal may 
require. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House tha,t the motion be put without notice? 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Question put and passed. 

ACTION OF ELECTORAL REGISTRAR, 
LONG REACH. 

MoTION FOR ADJOURNnfENT. 
Mr. FITZGERALD: In accordance with 

notice I rise to move the adjournment of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER : I have to announce that I 
have received the following notice:-

" I beg to give notice that I intend to move the 
adjournment of the House to-day, Wednesday, 5th 
August, to call attention to a matter of definite urgent 
public importance-namely, the action of the electoral 
registrar at Longreach, and of certain justices, in 
refusing, when applied to, to recf'ive declarations of 
_pprsons claiming to be placed on the electoral roll or to 
attest the same or to sign the certificate rt;:;quired by 
the provisions of the Elections AcLs, 1885-1892." 
I may mention that I received this notice in my 
room. I wish to notify that in future I shall 
receive these notices only when I take the chair. 
I ask hon. members to deliver them to me then. 

The required number of hon. members having 
risen in their places in support of the adjourn­
ment-

Mr. FITZGERALD: In moving the adjourn­
ment of the House I hope hon. members will 
pardon me for taking them away from the 
ordinary business of the day to draw attention 
to a question which I think they will agree with 
me is a matter of public importance. Every 
matter connected with our electoral laws and 
the claims of citizPm to be placed on the elec­
toral rolls must be a matter of public importance. 
The general fact on which I wish to base my 
motion is this : Comphtint has been made to me 
that a person named John Alexander Macfarlane 
made an Rpplication to the electoral registrar 
at Longreach to witness his signature and declar­
ation of claim to be entitled to be placed on the 
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roll for the electoral district of Mitchell. He 
also applied to him to fill in the usual certificate 
required by the Act, and he refused to do so for 
the r&ason that he had not known this man per­
sonally for the last preceding six months. He 
was not personally aware of his qualification. I 
have here the claim which was made by Macfar­
lane. [The hon. member here read the claim, 
which set forth that the age of the applicant was 
twenty-three years; occupation, shearer; resi­
dence, railway yards, Eagle street, town of 
Longreach, Mitchell district; qualification, resi­
dence for the last preceding six months at the 
above place of abode ; British subject; not 
registered in respect of the qualification of 
residence for any other electoral district.] J!'rom 
that claim it will very easily be seen that the 
applicant has not changed his abode for the past 
six months. This incident in itself might not 
be sufficient to make me claim the indulgence 
of the House, but I have known of similar 
instances in Longreach time after time when the 
same excuse was made by the registrar and by 
justices ; and before I left Longreach I men­
tioned the matter to the electoral registrar, and 
pointed out to him section 6 of the Act. After 
that complaint came into my hands I received 
another complaint in reference to a justice of the 
peace in that district, and since then I have heard 
of of her complaints from other districts. The 
justice of the peace that I speak of actually gave 
as his reason for not signing the claim forms 
that he had received a written circular from 
a man named Bulcock advising him not to 
do so. We have heard of this man Bul­
cock before. I presume that this circular was 
also received by the registrars, and presumably 
by the justices of the colony also. I would like 
to know from hon. members whether they think 
it right that any private person should interfere 
like this with the registrars and justices of the 
colony; not only advise them about the law but 
actually quote bad and wrong law to them. Of 
course we have heard of this man Bulcock as 
secretary of an association of which the Premier 
happens to be president, but I am certain that 
the Premier does not know of the hanky-panky 
and the unscrupulous work done by this associa­
tion. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. member 
must confine himself to the question that he 
has given notice of-namely, the action of the 
electoral registrar at Longreach and certain 
justices. 

Mr. FITZGERALD : I am sorry if I have 
gone away from the subject, but I was referring 
to the reason given by one of the justices, and 
that was the action of this man Bulcock. I was 
simply bringing it fairly before the House as a 
matter that requires discussion. \Vith reference 
to the action of the registrar at Longreach, I 
must say straightforwardly that I do not think 
there is a more competent or honest registrar or 
police magistrate in the colony than Mr. Grant, 
and that is what makes me feel surprised at his 
action in this matter. There must be some 
instructions given to him by someone, and it is 
because I feel that the justices must be influenced 
by some secret influence that I bring the matter 
torward, With reference to the law I think it is 
very plain. 

The PREMIER: Never mind the law. 
Mr. FITZGERALD: 
"The justice or any other person attesting the claim 

shall, if he is not personally acquainted with the facts, 
satisfy himself, by inquiry from the claimant or other­
wise, that the answers to the que.~tions are true, and 
shall sign at the foot of the claim a certificate in the 
following form or to the like effect, that is to say-

" I hereby certify that the abovenamed A. B. has 
satisfied me, after full inquiry, that he possesses the 
qualification above stated." 

That plainly shows that the Act did not contem­
plate the necessity for every justice of the peace 
being personally acquainted with every applicant 
for six months, and I think the Home Secretary 
will agree with me. There have been many com­
plaints, not only against justices of the pettce 
but also against electoral registrars, for not doing 
their duty. If a peroon comes before a justice of 
the peace with an affidavit, or goes to give evi­
dence in the witness-box, his oath or declaration 
is sufficient, and it is provided that if anybody 
makes a false oath or declaration he will be liable 
for perjury, and the Elections Act also provides 
a punishment of two or three years' imprison­
ment for perjury. Be>ides that, the electoral 
registrar has to advertise these claims which 
come up before the court, and a list is stuck up 
on the court-house door and in other public 
places. Anv time during the next three 
months .anybody can object, and the registrar 
himself can object, so that when a man like 
this who is well known, and whu0e father is a high 
official in the Railway Department, comes before 
the registrar and puts in a claim, the registrar 
has no right to refuse to witne'S his signature. 
There are two things the registrar has to do 
under the Act. He has to witnfc<s the signature 
of the claimant, and if he is satisfied he signs 
the certificate; but this registrar actually refused 
to take the rleclaration. If the former registrar 
was not satisfied, and there was any doubt, he 
took the declaration and made inquiries after­
wards ; and if this registrar would do th:1.t it 
would be something. The penalties imposed 
upon a dedarant for making a false declara­
tion under the Act are quite sufficient 
to entitle the registrar to say, "Very well, I 
will take your declaration." I know there is a 
clause in the Act which says that the justice 
must be satisfied, but that applies to c;.,ses where 
a man comes to a justice of the jJeace and 
makes a declaration, and the justice sees in it 
something which from his own knowledge he 
doubts to be true. There may be some reason 
in such cases for not signing the certificate, but 
to tell a man that he will not sign the certificate 
because he has not known him personally for six 
months is against; this clause of the Act, which says 
that if he is not satisfied he mu.<t make inquiries 
from the applicant himself or elsewhere. I do not 
think the Home Secretary or any other mem­
ber of the :Ministry will question this matter. 
There must be some secret influence at work 
when an intelligent and capable man like 
the registrar acts like this. He must have 
had instructions from somewhere. Under these 
circumstances, it is only right that I should 
bring the matter before thiil Huuse, and 
I hope the few words I have said will bring it 
strongly before the attention of the Home 
Secretary, who has charge of these things, and 
prevent such cases occurring in future. It is 
very difficult to get on the rolls o£ the cnlony ; 
the object of the Act seems to be to keep people 
off, more than to put them on. There are quite 
difficulties enough without registrars and justices 
of the peace, and other people we do not know 
nnything about, putting their spoke in. I move 
the adjournment of the House. 

The PREMIER: ThPre is no justification for 
this waste of the time of the House--

Mr. DuNSFORD : You have a vote evidently ; 
every man has not. 

The PREMIER: I repeat there is no justifi­
cntion for this waste of the time of the House. 
The hon. member belongs to the legal profession, 
and ought to know the proper course to pursue. 
If he has any complaint to :nake againsp any 
justice of the peace or any reg1strar of a court he 
knows where to make it. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: I have done that before and 
got left. 
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The PREMIER: He should leave his com­
plaint with me and it will be investigated ; but 
to bring it forward in this way, before he has 
made any complaint at all--

Mr. l<,ITZGERALD: I have made enough. 
The PREMIER: Is taking a mean advantage 

of the privileges of the House to .vent some spite 
upon a man whom he states to be a very intelli­
gent and capable officer. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: I made no complaint against 
him. 

Mr. TURLEY: I think any h<m. member 
who knows, or has reason to believe that the Act 
passed in 1892 is being used for purposes for 
which it was not intended, is perfectly right in 
bringing before this House any knowledge he 
may have .regarding the attestation of the claims 
of electors by justices of the peace. 

The PREMIER: ·without giving the accused an 
opportunity of replying. That is British justice ! 

Mr. TURLEY : We know that last year a 
member of this House had no opportunity of 
knowing anything about a charge that was 
brought against him until it was thrown out here 
on the floor of the Honse by a member of the 
Government. Was that case different from this? 
It seems as if because a man is a member of the 
Government he is justified in doing things that 
would be characterised as mean and underhand 
if done by anyone else. This Act was brought 
in by a gentleman who was a pa,rticular friend of 
the Premier, and who took care of himself when 
he was here, after it became law, so that hon. 
members on the other side could see that it was 
administered in a way that suited themselves. 

The SPEAKER : I must ask the hon. member 
to confine himself to the question before the 
House. 

Mr. TURLEY : As long as interjections are 
made I shall reply. 

Tbe SPEAKJ<JR : Order, order ! 
HoNOURABLE MEMBERS on the Government 

side : Chair, chair ! 
The SPEAKER : The hon. member must 

confine his remarks to the question. 
Mr. TURLEY: The question, as I under­

stand it, is the conduct of certain justices of the 
peace in connection with the attesting electoral 
claims. If that is so, then I take it I have the 
right to refer, without breaking the rules of the 
House, to the opinions expressed at the time the 
measure was going through. At that time it 
was pointed out by the then member for Bun­
danba, Mr. Glassey, that the effect of this would 
be that large numbers of justices would not 
witness claims unless they were personally 
acquainted with all tbe particulars of the claims. 
The Chief Secretary at that time said that the 
Government was being libelled by the hon. 
member, because there'was no such provision in 
the Bill. He said-

" There was no provision requiring the justice of the 
peace to be personally acquainted with the facts. and it 
WitS perfectly scandalous for the hon. member to get up 
and make such assertions." 
'What has been the effect of this provision? I 
have known cases where men have waited on 
justices of the peace and asked them to attest 
claims, and the justices advanced all sorts of 
reasons and all sort• of excuses. 

The PREMIER : 'Why don't you report them 
to me? , 

Mr. TURLEY : Report them to the hon. 
gentleman ! There are hundreds of cases arising 
in the colony, and the hon. gentleman would 
have all his time taken up with people reporting 
justices of the peace who neglected to do their 

• work in regard to attesting electoral claims. I 
have filled in a claim myself where a man went 
to a justice of the peace at his own residence--

The SPEAKER: Order! I understand, from 
the motion of the hon. member for Mite hell, that 
the justices he referred to are justices resident in 
Longreach. Is that so? 

Mr. FITZGERALD : Yes, Sir, so far as my 
know ledge goes. I also referred to people who 
have come to me from justices outside the 
district. 

The SPEAKER: I should not have accepted 
the motion if it had referred to justices generally, 
because a motion for adjournment must be upon 
a definite matter. I understand now from the 
hon. member that he referil to the electoral 
registrar and to justices at Longreach. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: Ye,, 
The SPEAKER: That being so, I must ask 

the hon, member for South Brisbane to confine 
himself to this definite matter, and not to go into 
the general question. 

Mr. TURLEY : Am I out of order in stating 
the opinion d member" of tbe Government at 
the time this measure was passed?. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member had gone 
further than that; he had stated that he knew 
many justie<•, who hacl refused to sign claims. 
He must confine himself to the definite matter 
referred to by the hon. member for Mitchell. 

Mr. TURLEY : In reply to the. Premier I 
made that statement, and if the hon. gentlem:m 
interjects again I shall reply again. When this 
question was before the House the hon. member 
for Bundonba w&s accused of wanting to get 
some peg to hang discourses on outside the 
HousP, and of wanting to abuse the Grn•ernment. 
From the fact that the adjournment of the House 
has h!!d to be moved this afternoon in connection 
with this very matter, it is very clear what the 
effect of this provision has been. Supposing a 
man who lived a few miles out of Longreach asks 
a justice living in Longreach to attest his claim, 
how does the justice know that the facts are as 
stated in the claim? When the Bill was going 
through, the then Premier said that the ~Jfl'ect 
would be that the j nstices or head teachers 
before whom claims were signed would not be 
liable to the panalty, if there should be an 
inquiry, but that the penalty would have to be 
borne by the man in whose hvour the claim was 
made out. There had at that time apparently 
been some question of justic8s acting in the 
manner that has been bronght before the I-Iouse, 
and the then l'remier •tated that any justice who 
deliberately acted in this way would be struck 
off tbe roll. If the justices mentioned by the 
hon. member for M1tchell have acted in this 
manner, what is the position of the men who 
have been endeavouring to get their names 
registered? It simply meam that they are 
being disfranchised, presumably because they 
are not of the right colour. It Rhows that 
the hon. member for Mackay, who objected 
to the clause going through, was pretty 
well in the right when he said that justices 
would be afraid to attest claims on acconnt 
of the penalty of £50, "·ith the result that large 
numbers of persons would not be able to get 
their names on the rolls. That is practically 
what is happening, and that, I presume, is why 
the hon. member for Mitchell has moved this 
motion. The hon. member is quite ·right iu 
doing so, because large numbers of people have 
been put to great inconvenience through the 
system as it is to-day. It practically does 
nothing but lead to fraud in many instances, 
and the best thing that can be done to 
relieve justipes from the inddious position 
in which they .are placed is for the Govern­
ment to take some action by which the residents 
of the colony will be giYen a fair opportunity of 
getting their names on the roll without having 
to run after justices, who, by the way, are all 
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placed on ~he list, I understand, with the 
~auction of the hon. gentleman at the head of 
the Government. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. member is 
now wandering entirely away from the question. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am rather 
surprised at the hon. member bringing this 
matter forward. Many hon. members on the 
other side kn,ow that when matters of this sort 
have been reported to the department and the 
complaint has been proved, I have directed that 
the magistrate should be struck off the roll. 

MJ;. McDcNALD: Only when you were forced 
to it; when I threatened to expose it from the 
platform if you did not. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not know 
what the hon. gentleman calls an exposure. He 
wrote a letter which came to the department. I 
made inquiry and was not satisfied with the 
explanation. I then directed a prosecution ; the 
prosecution was carried out and the magistrate 
was fined. 

Mr. McDoNALD: How long afterwards? 
The HOME SECRETARY : As soon as 

possible. 
Mr. McDoNALD : Four months elapsed. 
The SPEAKER: Order, order ! 
The HOME SECRETARY: As soon as the 

inquiry was made, I gave the magistrate an 
opportunity of saying what he had to say, and I 
should have wished on this occasion that the 
hon. member would have given the police 
magistrate and electoral registrar of Longreach 
-the same gentlemn.n fills the two offices-an 
opportunity of sa,ying what he had to say. 

Mr. FrTZGERALD: J; did. I spoke to him on 
the question. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I understood 
the hon. member to say that he had previously 
made a complaint of a similar character. 

Mr. FrTZGERALD : I showed him the section 
of the Act. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am certain 
the hon,. gentleman has not made a complaint to 
my department. 

Mr. FITZGERALD : I have. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I challenge the 

hon. member to prove that he ever made any 
complaipt with r\)gard to elections that has not 
been attended to. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: In 1893, in connection with 
the Aramac justices. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I have no 
memory-and my memory is good-of any com­
plaint made by hon. members on the other side 
that hao not been investigated; and if I have not 
been able to come to the sam'e conclusion as they, 
the reasons appear on the papers. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBEE : A good many 
cases. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Not many. 
Except the one brought by the hon. member for 
Flinders, I do not remember o.ne. 

Mr. DA wsoN: A marvellous memory-good 
enough to remember what never happened. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is quite a 
fine observation and a very charitable one. 
There is not a man on the other side can disprove 
an assertion I ever made inside the House or Gut­
side of it. That is a challenge. Let them make 
the assertions outside they make inside, and they 
will very soon be given an opportunity of proving 
them. So far, I challenge any man to prove that, 
either inside or outside of thia House, I ever made 
a statement that I cannot verify. That is a 
plain statement of fact! So far as regards my 
memory, the hon. gentleman maybe correct, but 
I have no memory of any complaint by the hon. 
member. I shall look it up as I did the last 
complaint, when I found that my memory was 
correct and his was wrong. 

Mr. FITZGEEALD: What was that? 

The HOME SECRETARY: In regard to 
the statement as to the Fermoy Opal Field. I 
have shown the petition to hon. members since, 
and it shows that my memory was accurate an,d 
the hon. member's was wrong. 

Mr. l<'ITZGERALD : You show the petition. 
Mr. McDONALD: Lay it on the table. 
The HOME-SECRETARY: I should be very 

glad to show the exact words I stated. I know 
nothing whatever of Mr. Grant, the police 
magistrate of Longreach, personally ; all I know 
is that from his long experience in connection 
with the mining district of Herberton he was 
specially selected to do important work at Long­
reach. His reputation there 1s good, and I am 
perfectly satisfied that Mr. Grant, when the 
matter is sent to him-and it certainly will not 
be sent to him except a complaint is made to the 
department iu the proper way ; not at all upon 
any statements made in this House by hon. 
member;;-but if a statement is made to the 
department that the electoral registrar of 
Longreach has done anytbing which he should 
not have done, I shall instantly cause an inquiry 
to be made, and Mr. Grant, I believe, 
will have a proper answer to make. The Act 
says that the magistrate or the electoral registrar 
must be satisfied after full inquiry; it is not 
quite sufficient that a man should merely come 
in and make a statement. There may be many 
reasons why a certificate should be refused. For 
instance, an applicant might be intoxicated, and 
then it would lJe only right to refuse. I am 
only saylng that the magistrate may have an 
answer; and I a,,k, whv did not the hon. mem­
ber give him an opportunity of stating his 
answer? 

Mr. FrTZGERALD: I gave him an opportunity. 
The HOME SECRETARY: The opportunity 

is open to any person outside to make a com­
)'laint against a public officer, but it should be 
to the Minister responsible, not a statement made 
prematurely to this House by the hon. member 
on his mere assertion, which he has not even 
attempted to verify. He has not even stated 
that he has satisfied himself as to the facts upon 
which he is acting. 

Mr. l<'ITZGERALD : I am perfectly satisfied. 
The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. gentle­

man gives the information to this House, but does 
not say who has informed him. With the apparent 
object of getting up a general discussion he has 
introduced a specific subject on which he makes 
certain statements. He ought to know, because 
he has practised in the court before Mr. Grant, 
and he has given that magistrate a good reputa­
tion, and as far as I know he d~Jserves it. Y ~Jt 
he considers that the electoral registrar has done 
a sufficient amount of omission or commission 
which justifies him in bringing that man'" action 
before this Parliament. That goes all over 
Queensland, and Mr. Grant is precluded at 
present from saying what he has to say. If he 
was satisfied as t.o the statements made to him, 
he owed it to Mr. Grant, he owed it to himself 
and to this House, that he should have en­
deavoured before he brought the matter forward 
to focus the facts so that the House might know 
them. I know nothing about it; I never heard 
of it before, but I am satisfied that when due 
inquiry i" made Mr. Grant will come out on top. 

HONOURABJ.E :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KERR : Though the Home Secretary has 

made a very able defence of the registrar of 
Longreach, he has tried to draw us away from 
the case altogether. The facts of the case, as 
stated by the hon. member for Mitchell, are 
known to myself. The applicant is known to 
myself and to that hon. member, and the excuse 
the Home Secretary makes that the applicant , 
may have been intoxicated--

The HoME SECRETARY : I never said so. 
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Mr. KERR : He said a voter might be 
intoxicated, but his premises are not very good. 
It is well known that men can conduct business 
even when they are intoxicated, and if everyone 
who has to make an application has to be sober 
then there would be very few on the rolls of the 
colony. The Premier, in replying to the hon. 
member for Mitchell, asked why he had not come 
to him to make his complaint, but hon. members 
are tired of making complaints, and as the hon. 
member for Flinders said, they would run them­
selves dog poor if they were to be running with 
every complaint they hotve to make. \Ve know 
that this claim lodged in Longreach is not the only 
one which has been refused because the electoral 
registrar or the justices of the peace have not 
had personal knowledge of the applicants for eix 
months. A stranger from Herberton is sent to 
Longreach as electoral registrar, and I or any 
other person who may have been living in the 
township for years may make an application to 
the registrar to have a claim attested, and have 
the application refused because the registrar or 
the justice of the peace appointed by the Govern­
ment may not have personally known me or any 
other applicant for six monthF. Is that the 
spirit of the Act ? I take it it is not. The hon. 
member for Mitchell deserves every credit for 
bringing this matter before the House. If the 
member for Mitchell and every other member 
on this side of the House were ·to bring up 
the cases of this kind they know of in their 
own districts, ahd move the adjournment 
of the House to ventilate them, the business 
of the House would be very much blocked ; yet 
the Home Secretary has the effrontery to get up 
and say that a voter when he makes bis applica­
tion may be in a certain state that would debar 
him from having his application received. \Ve 
know that justices of the peace frequently take 
the oaths of men who swear to things the justices 
of the peace know nothing at all about; but in 
this electoral matter a person's word or oath 
cannot be taken for the simple reason, as is well 
known, that the electoral registrars have got 
their instructions from a gentleman who has 
been named in this Chamber, Mr. Bulcock, and 
they and the justices of the peace have to 
proceed--

The SPEAKER : Order! I mnst ask the hon. 
member to confine himself to the particular case 
mentioned in the motion, and not to bring in 
any other cases. The object of debating thi3 
motion is tn get redress in a certain definite case, 
and the hon. member must confine himself to 
that case. 

Mr. KERR: It was proved in this case, I 
understand, that the justice of the peace got 
instructions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
There was no proof at all. 

Mr. KERR : If the Secretary for Public 
Instruction wants proof, proof can be very easily 
given that justices of the peace have got circulars 
from that gentleman. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : That is quite another 
thing. 

Mr. KERR: If the hon. gentlemen who 
replied to the hon. member for Mitchell were 
looking after their duty they would see that no 
such instructions should be alluwed to be given 
to electoral registrars or justices of th~ peace 
at all. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: Do you say they have 
got them? 

Mr. KERR: I say that justices of the peace 
have got them. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : Do yon say that Mr. 
Grant ever got any? . 

Mr. KERR: I do not say that Mr. Grant got 
any, as I do not know that he did, but I say that 
a justice of the peace has refused to attest the 
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laim of a native of the colony who resides with 
his parents in Longreach, and whose father is a 
well-known Government official there; and if 
that can be done what chance is there for the 
shearers who have no parents and no home, as it 
were, to get their names on the electoral rolls? 
I believe that the motion will draw the attention 
of the Government and of the public to these 
facts, and the hon. member for Mitchell did 
quite right in bringing the matter before the 
House. 

Mr. DANIELS : ·with regard to this case of 
a justice of the peace refusing to attest a claim, 
it has been proved that that justice of the peace 
or registrar would have done his duty if he had 
been let, bnt he receives instructions from a 
certain gentleman in Brisbane, and I would very 
much like to know from the Home Secretary or 
from the Premier who it is that gives Mr. 
Bulcock permission--

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
is now going entirely outside the question.'" He 
must confine himself to the action of this par­
ticular justice. 

Mr. DANIELS: I thought I was domg so, 
because it w.1s stated. that the reason this justice 
refused to attest the claim was because he had 
received a circular, and, that being so, I thought 
I was quite in order in referring to it. As I ·am 
not in order, I suppose I will have to resume my 
seat, but I wanted to know who gave this 
gentleman authority to interfere with the justices 
of the peacA? 

Mr. DA WSON: I am not very well acquainted 
with the particular matl;er referred to in this 
motion, but I take it the hon. member brought 
the matte!' forward because it was a matter of 
urgent public importance affecting particular 
individuals, and to some extent because it was 
typical of what is going on throughout the colony, 
and because an infringement of the Act, not 
intended by its authors, being in this case 
brought prominently before the hon. gentleman 
at the head of department should prevent any­
thing of a similar nature arising in future. I 
certainly thought the hon. gentleman at the head 
of the department, instead of giving us what he 
did, would have made a plain, definite, and dis­
tinct statement from his place in the House that 
would have been a guide to electoral registrars 
and justices of the peace in future. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I have done that 
before. 

Mr. DA \VSON : I am not aware of any case 
in which the hon. gentleman has taken an oppor· 
tunity of doing that. He had a splendid 
opportunity this afternoon. \Vhile he made a 
complaint that the hon. member did not bring 
the matter to the department, he should have 
said that if the facts were as stated he would 
remove the registrar or strike the justice off the 
roll. 

The HoME SECRETARY : I will not name the 
child before it is born. 

Mr. DA WSON: The hon. member would lead 
hon. members to believe that it is a new matter 
to him; that he has not b<td any complaints 
made to him, and I interjected at the time that 
his memory is marvellous. The hon. gentleman, 
if he calls np bis excellent memory, will recollect 
that I personally made a complaint to him about 
certain justices. 

The HOME SECRETARY: This is an electoral 
registrar. 

Mr. DA WSON : The case of justices who 
were doing similar things was brought forward 
by the hon. member for Mitchell, and we want 
a plain statement from the hon. gentleman that 
will be an instruction issued to those who attest 
electoral claims that they must endeavour to act 
in the liberal spirit in which the law was framed. 
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I believe if the hon. gentleman would do that, in 
a very short time we would hear no more about 
these c<>mplaints. 

Mr. CROSS: I am very sorry the Home 
Secretary took up the attitude be has taken, 
because he was in a fine position to have pro­
mis•_·d to inquire into the matter. I can testify 
that I complained to the hon. gentleman and 
suggested a r0medy; that was the appointment 
of more justices of the pEace. 

The HOME SECRETARY : 'When was that? 
Mr. CROSS: If I were <tllowed to go into 

dete,ils I could refresh the hon. gentleman's 
memory. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I quite remember 
what members of Parliament have said about it, 
but 1wt ag,tinst any particular man. 

7\lr. CROSS : The case occurred in my own 
distnct. The interjecti· -n of the hon. membPr fur 
Mitchell tlmt he h.ld cumplained to Mr. Grant 
about the matter, nnd thao M.r. Grant had con­
firmed what the hon. mPmber said, is surely 
somet-hing more than hea:rsay. In what other 
way could the hon. member bring it forward? 
By sworn affidavit? Surely the ban. member's 
word can be taken that the registrar did sc:~y the 
thing harl been rlone. I am sorry that the rule.? 
of this House will not allow of a general washing 
out of this business, because I have some very 
serious (>1mplaints to make. I have a specific 
complaint to make against a certain justice 
in my own di'ltrict, and I am afraid I 
shall have to bring it forward by a special 
mot.ion for adjournment. It is a very serious 
case, and the reasons are precisely the same 
as thnse given by the hon. member for 
Mitchell. I have experience of justices of the 
pPace deliberately refusing to att<>st claims 
because they had not known the applicant for 
the last preceding six months. And I have 
information of even worse cases. I came across 
one c01se where a justice of the peace would not 
att<>"t a claim·--

'l'he SPBAKER : The hon. member must 
confine himself to the question before the House. 

Mr. CROSS: I am confining mpelf to a case 
hat hapj!ened in my own district. 

The ~PJ~AKJ~R: The ban. member mmt not 
bring in 'my other cases than those mentioned by 
the hon. member for Mitchell. 

Mr. CROSS : So far as this case is conuerned 
I think the common sense of hon. members 
ought to respond ; they ought not to sit silent in 
a matter like this. The case brought forward is 
a typical one in country districts, where it is not 
so easy to get hold of magistrates as it iq in 
Brisbane. And if in the case of a well-known 
resident it is difficult to get on the roll, how 
much more so in cases where the applicants are 
not known ? I think the inference is justified 
that it Jepends upon the colour of a man's 
politics as to whether he will have difficulty or 
not in getting- his claim attested, but I am sure 
that is against the spirit of the Act-. After the 
plain statement uf the hon. member for J\litchell 
the action of the Home Secretary in declining to 
take any notice of the case unless it is brought 
to his office ·is not fair. There are other persons 
who are entitled to he considered, and it is only 
by drawing public c,ttention to maladrninistration 
that public opinion is roused and formed on the 
subject. This is an old standing- grievance, and 
it has been so often discussed that it is a matter 
of surprise that the Home Secretary has not 
long ago made searcf1ing inquiries and given 
specific instrnctions. If the Act will permit him 
he should impose heavy penal ties upon justices 
who decline to do their duty. \Vhen this matter 
was being discussed in 1892 Sir Samuel Griffitb, 
in reply to an hon. gentleman, said that if a 
justice attested a claim knowing it to be false he 

should be punished; that some jt1stices might 
decline to act at all, but if they did and the 
Government found it out they would be struck 
off the roll. That was the proper way to deal 
with justices who did not do their duty. 

An HoNOVRABLE . MEMBER : That is a very 
small punishment. -

Mr. CROSS : It is a very small punishment 
for one of the greatest political offences that can 
be committed-robbing a man of his citizen 
rights. Complaints have been made to the 
Home Secretary of this nature, and the hon. 
member for Charters Towers mentioned one. 

The HoliiE SECRETARY: Verbally. 
Mr. CROSS : I know the hon. member has 

been inundated with comphdnts of a like nature; 
I know he has dealt with many of them, and has 
itisued circulars from time to time, but he must 
be aware that many of these officers decline to 
act upon them, and it '~ould be worth the hon. 
member's consideration if I'O!Ile penalty could 
not be attached to Huch derelictions of duty. I 
do not th_ink the Act ever meant such a thing, 
but the administration of it during the last four 
years hn s placed obstacles in the way of men 
getting on the rolls-obstacles insignificant in 
themselves, but great enough to prevent men 
exercising their right''· It is a well-known fact 
that the electoral rolls have been used for party 
purposes. 

The SPJ!JAKER: I must remind the hon. mem­
ber that he is not debating the question before 
the House. 

Mr. CROSS : I hope the Home Secretary will 
not allow this matter to pass over, but will 
accept the word of the hon. member for Mitchell 
that the registrar admitted that an offence had 
been committed, and that some steps will be 
taken to provide a remedy. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : The hon. member who 
has just spoken appe,tled to hon. members to use 
their common sense in expressing their opinions 
upon this matter, and I think the common sense 
of hon. members will lead them to think that if 
the Home Secretary had been appealed to, and 
he had refused to grant redress, it would then 
h,ne been right for the hon. member to bring the 
que~tion before this House. We have the assur­
ance of tbe Home Secretary that he knows nothing 
whatever about this matter, and I think a 
majority of hon. members are quite willing to 
accept tbe assurance of that gentleman over and 
above the arguments used against him. Refer­
ence was made by the hon. member for Barcoo 
to the instructions sent to electoral registrars 
throughout the country and to justices of the 
peace by the political association---

The SPEAKER: I called the hon. member 
for Barcoo to order for transgre>sing on that par­
ticular point, and I cannot, therefore, allow the 
hon. member to refer to it. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: Reference has also been 
made by hon. members opposite to intitructions 
sent by the head of the department to the 
different registrars. I can spPak from expe­
rience with regard to my own district, and say 
that those instructions have been given in concise 
language, in such a manner that they could be 
easily understood, and they have given no offence 
whatever. Some objections were taken which 
were brought before the Home Secretary, who 
inquired thoroughiy into them. I cannot see 
why the time of t.his House should be wasted, 
as it has been, merely to bring before the country, 
through Hansard, a question which ought to 
have been brought under tbe notice of the Home 
Secretary. I think if that gentleman had been 
approached in t]1e first instance the difficulty 
would have been overcome. 

The HOME SECRETARY: There is an election in 
sight. 
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Mr. ARMSTRO:NG : I do not think this 
motion will have the effect that the hon. member 
for Olermont contemplated, and it seems very 
frivolous. 

Mr. CROMBIE: I know Mr. Grant very 
well; I know him to be an honourable and very 
efficient officer. I also know Longreach and the 
rail way yard very well, and there is no accommo­
dation for shearing sheep there. 

Mr. KERR: This man was living with his 
father, who is a rail way official. 

Mr. OROMBIE: If a man came to me with 
an application to be placed on the roll, stating 
that his occupation was a shearer, and that he 
lived for six months in the railway yard at 
Longreach, I would have very grave doubts 
about the truth of his statement. I should CPr­
tainly inquire m to the lruth of it bef6re I sigued 
the application. If a justice refu»ed to sign a 
document of such a nature until he had made 
inquiries, probably by the time he had made 
those inquiries the applicant would not be dis­
posed to bring forward his application again. 

Mr. STJ<JW ART: I sympathise with the hon. 
member for Lockyer in the statement he made 
that the discussion this evening is a complete 
waste of time, and for that waste of time I 
blame the hon. member and those in ch:..rge of 
the administration of the Electural Act. If the 
Home Secretary would frame clear instructions 
there would he no difficulty. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Did you eYer read 
them? 

Mr. STE\V ART: They are framed in such a 
manner that they may be read in half a dozen 
different ways. 

The SPEAKER: This is a motion for venti­
lating a complaint made against the regif,trar at 
Longreach and several j ustice8, and not against 
the Home Secretary. I must ask the hon. mem­
ber to confine himself to the definite matter 
before the House. 

Mr. STEWAJ:tT: I was under the impression 
that I was doing so. It appears that this officer 
so interpreted the instructions that he would not 
accept a claim because he did not know the 
applicant. That is the whole point of the con­
tention of the hon. member for Mitchell, and I 
thought I was quite in order in referring to the 
instruutions issued by the Home Secretary. 
Some justices interpret those instructions in one 
way, and others in another. I am quite within 
my right, as a member of this House, in asking 
t!J.,,t the Home Secretary should frame instruc­
tions in such a way tha!; they can be interpreted 
in one way only. 

The SPEAKER: I again warn the hon. mem­
ber that he is going beyond the question before 
the House. 

Mr. STEW ART : It appears to be very hard 
to confine one's self to one single subject in one 
sir.gle way. We are dealing with the elect0r,,l 
law, and with its administration, and with the 
instructions framed by the Home Secretary. 

The t:JPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
is entirely miscakPn. \V e are dealing with a 
complaint made against the electoral registrar 
and certain justices at Longreach; the hon. 
member must confine hir~;"elf to that, and not 
go into a general discmsion of the Elections Act. 

Mr. STE\V ART: I humbly sub,Lit that I am 
not going into a gE-neral discus>ion of the Eiec­
tions Act. I object to be hauled up in this 
manner. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order ! 
Mr. STE\V ART: How can we discuss any­

thing if we are to be rigidly confined in the way 
that yon wish us to be? 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member must con­
fine himself to the Standing Orders. If he cannot 
confine himself to the question, he must resume 
his seat. 

Mr. STEW ART: I was merely attempting to 
illustrate the case in my own way. Of course, I 
am quite conscious that Jam not up to the parlia­
mentary level, and that I am not able to de hate 
the matter in the way that old ptuliamentarians 
can, but I hope that if I all" here long enough I 
shall come up to their standard. It appears that 
the reason the electoral registrar gave for not 
signing this man's claim was that he did not 
know him. Now, I have been a resident in 
Rockhampton for a number of years, and I am 
so well known to a number of the inhabitants 
that I have been sent here to represent them, and 
yet I question whether there is one ju3tice in Rock­
hampton or North Rockhampton who c0uld >ay 
of his own knowledge that I had lived in a par­
ticular place for six months, because I have not 
the honour of the intimate acquaintance of one 
justice in the district. If that is my case, I can 
quite conceive how a man living in Longreach could 
be quite unknown to the registrar, more espe­
cially as we are told that the officer has not been 
there long. I would like the Home Secretary to 
let us know whether the law requires that justices 
must know that an applicant is all he claims to 
be. Let us know the law. I do not think it is 
reasoPable to require that a justice should know 
every claimant who comes before him. As the 
hon. member for Milchell has said, in ordinary 
cases of signing affidavits a man goes before a 
justice and m~kes his affidavit, and the justice 
witnesses it without asking any questions. \Ve 
should adopt the same system in connection 
with the witnessing of electoral claims. There 
are painH and penalties attaching to false de­
clarations, and the applicant takes all the risk. 
The jnstice does not, or ought not, to take the 
risk, and I do not see why justices should be left 
in doubt in the matter. I say again the Home 
Secretary has failed in his duty in not making 
the thing clear and explicit. 

Mr. :'\IcDO:N _\.LD : I think that the hon. 
member for :.Vlitchell deserves the thanks of the 
community and of this House for having brought 
this matter up. It is also perfectly right that 
hon. members should confine themselves to the 
particular matter before the House. I would 
advise hon. meinhers who have any grievance on 
any definite matter to move the adjournment of 
the Honse in connection with it, in,tead of 
attempting to have a general discussion as some 
hon. members have desired to do this afternoon. 
I was rather sorry that the Premier should so 
far lose his temper as to deliberately charge 
the hon. member for Mitchell with having wasted 
time, because there is not the slightest doubt 
that the case of :Yir . .M:acfarlane at Longreach 
is one that should command the earnest attention 
of the Home Secretary. It has not got that 
hon. gentlem;m's attention yet, because the hon. 
gentleman told us that he refuses to take any 
action until the matter is brought before him 
through the department. Mr. Macfarlane has 
been practically rlep1·i ved of his vote. I do not 
say whether it is due to the negligence of the 
registrar, 11r on account of son1e peculiar instruc­
tions whieh he has received from any other 
source, but ·Mr. Macfarlane has been deprived of 
his vote. That is a very serious matter, and it 
is particularly serious that a man should be 
deprived of his vote through the neglect of an 
official, as appears to be the case in this instance. 
The bon. member for \Varrego said that he would 
have acted just as JYir. Grant did in connection 
with the a.pplication. In reply to that hon. 
member, I may say that there are only two 
h,,uses within the railway yH.rds, and Mr. 
Niacfarlane's people are well known to reside 
in that particular part of the township, so 
that there could not have been much doubt 
as to who the person was. Mr. Grant should at 
all events, have made sufficient inquiries to 
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satisfy himBelf that the applic:~nt was perfectly 
entitled to a vote. I wish alm to impress upon 
hon. member" that I d:> not consider this discus­
sion a waHte of time. It seem" to be part and 
parcel of the policy of the Premier, when any­
body brings any matter before this Oham ber, to 
deliberately accuse him of wnsting time; The 
Premier als<, levelled another charge against the 
hon. member for Mitchell. He told us that the 
hon. member only brought this matter up and 
took advantage of his position to make a com­
plaint against Mr. Grant. But the hon. member 
has stated in this House that the probable reason 
why Mr. Grant refused to sign this claim was 
because he made a mistake, and the hon. member 
wants to know how this mistake came to be made. 
That is a very reasonable request to make. 
The Premier goes further, and states that the 
hon. gentleman deliberately brought this up so 
as to bring a charge against thib officer. That is 
not fair criticbm, and the hon. member should 
treat the members of this Chamber in a fair 
spirit. There was another matter touched e>n by 
the Home Secretary. That I am not going to 
interfere with, because it is another definite 
matter, and I think he should not have touched 
upon it. I will move the adjournment nf the 
House my8df on another occasion to bring it up. 

Mr. STORY : The hon. member for Clermont 
wonders why something has not been said by 
members on this side, and he seems to take it for 
granted that silence gave consent, but I think he 
may take it for the future that silence very often 
proves weariness, because there is a way of 
ending the debate if nobody speaks any more. 
Thio side of the House recognises that fact and 
do not speak; but if those hon. gentlemen will 
speak and then stop, the debate will come to an 
end, and a deal of time will be saved. I do not 
believe anyone would kill a rat on the evidence the 
hon. member for Mitchell has brought against 
Mr. Grant. If he had a]Jplied to the Home 
Secretary to make an inquiry into his case, and 
he had refused to do so, or the answer was not 
satisfactory, I believe every member in this 
House would have backed him up to see that a 
full inquiry was marle. 

HONOUI\ABI.E NIEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. STORY: I believe if a policeman is seen 

· !hunk in the street they will move this House to 
interfere and not report to his department. If 
these gentlemen want to make electioneering 
speeches they should travel to a place where an 
election i,; going on and stop there. I consider 
that they are wasting the time of the House. If 
every trivial matter connected with a depart­
ment is to be brought before the House instead 
of being brought under the notice of the head 
of the department, I could bring 150 complaints 
against every department here. If I were to 
do that, Parliament would get to be a nioe little 
debating society. 

The 'SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIO:N : I am beginning to believe that 
this H0use is rf·'iol ving itself into a debating 
society. That this is a waste of time must be 
apparent to most people, though it will not be 
admitted by hon. m.-mbers OIJl•osite that they are 
wasting time. I remember reading not long ago 
a story of a nigger who put up a prayer, and it 
was, "Lord, n1ake me conspicuous." The hon. 
member for Mitchell must have had the ,;ame 
feeling in bringing forward this motion. If he 
desired to do his constituent any good he would 
have applied to the Home Secretary, but he 
wanted to advertise himself and make himself 
conspicuous. If he had relieved the grievance uf 
his constituent quietly, he would not in that c~tse 
have been conepknous. Thrrt, I believe, must have 
been the hon. member's motive. As a lawyer, his 
behaviour in this case and his statements abso­
lutely conflict, and when he comes to reflect 

npon it as a lawyer I believe he will agree with 
me. He thought this business was serious 
enough to waste three hours of our time to-day. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Oh, oh ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION: ~Well, say, two hours, or an 
hour, and as there are forty or fifty me m hers 
here being paid at the rate of £300 a year, that 
is worth considering. The hon. member tells us 
that a great wrong has been done to a con­
stituent; that the man has been deprived of 
one of the greatest privileges a man can have­
namely, the franchise; that a claim which was 
a legitimate claim was shamefully refused, and 
that is why this great grievance is brought before 
the House. He has proved that the police 
magistrate is a most incapable man or a most 
dishonest man, and yet he tells us that he 
believes this is one of the be,1t magistrates 
in Queensland or one of the best registrars; 
that he is an honest man, a capable man. Yet 
the whole charge against this officer has been to 
show that he is neither honest nor capable. 
Therefore the hon. member as a lawyer is 
thoroughly inconsistent. I am not going to 
assist in this waste of time. If this was merely 
an endtavour to put a wrong right, that would 
have been put right in a totally different way; 
but, as the Home Secretary has staterl, this was 
brought forward for electioneering reasons, or 
to gratify the desire of the hon. member for 
Mitchell to occupy a prominent position. As 
that is the case, the Home Secretary will not take 
any notice of these fireworks, but if wrong has 
been done, and the hon. gentleman wants to 
have a wrong put right, then the Home Secretary 
says, "Come to me and do even now what you 
ought to have done first of all, and whatever 
grievance you complain of will be removed." 
Nothing can be more clear than the charge that it 
is a waste of time. You have the ex parte state­
ment of the hon. member for Mitchell, who says 
somebody told him something. vVe have not 
got any reply from this magistrate at all, and 
consequently when statements which we cannot 
examine, which we cannot check, are made in 
this House when the person affected has never 
been asked for a statement at all, what possible 
value can attach to this discussion? None at 
all; and I repeat that with regard to Mr. Grant, 
whom I do not know at all, but who is said by 
the hon. member for Mitchell to be honest and 
capable, and one of the best registrars he knows 
-a man of the highest character-then to bring 
fqrward a discussion of this sort, which must, if 
it does anything, prove that this man was a very 
poor sort of magistrate or a very bad registrar to 
do this, when he has never been to the head of 
the department with regard to that officer, is 
certainly a very unfair way of dealing with hi!ll. 
If the hon. gentleman wanted to have justice 
done the thing would have been inquired into, 
not only the complaint but the defence; but the 
hon. gentleman has taken care to secure that this 
officer should not be heard in his defence, but 
that this slander, if it is a slander, should be 
current, ani it takes a. long time, as the hon. 
member may know when he is older, to catch up 
with a slander. 

Mr. HOOLAN: It would not be right to 
allow a statement like that to go unchallenged. 
The fact of the hon. member for Mitchell bring­
ing the matter forward should be, in the minds 
of all hon. members, sufficient to show that there 
is something worth bringing before the House ; 
and the fact of his bringing it forward with 
the consent of the whole of the Labour party 
shows that there is a double necessity for 
bring·ing it before the House and the country. 
This is one way of putting things before the 
country, and when anything is wrong in the 
State and affects politicians and members of 
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Parliament it is their duty to bring it before the 
Assembly of which they are members. This is 
a matter affPcting the conduct of a Government 
official holding a very responsible position and 
having most important duties to perform in con­
nection with our electoral laws. It is through 
these people we comA here, and through their 
actio:>s we retain. our _positions here. They are 
certamly responsible m many respects, and a 
num]Jer of dishonest electoral registrars and 
magistrates could completely empty this side of 
the House of the persons now sitting here, and 
bolster up the Government benches in such a way 
that the Government could carry on the business 
of the country without any Opposition at all. 

The PREMIER: No, they could not. 
Mr. HOOLAN: I am not going to traverse 

~he whole thing or bring up any more names, bnt 
If the hon. gentleman at the head of the depart­
ment wants them he can get many more instances 
of this kind. This is one instance, but the 
House is not moved to adjourn on this one 
inst.ance alone. Let the Government under•tand 
that there is lots o~ this bu"iness going on, and 
that some steps will be taken-whether they 
infringe the rules of Parliament or not-to seek 
redress for what is justly called a grievance. I 
trust that matters of this kind will continue to 
be brought up, no matter how objecti<ll1able they 
may be. If the Government do not want reflec­
tions cast upon themselves and their officers for 
not doing their duty they should do as the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the Government pro­
mised in his election address would be done, and 
reform the present hideous, almost villainous, 
Act we labour under. 

Mr. BOLES : I know nothing of the merits or 
demerits of this particular case, but all who have 
had experience in matters politic must come to 
the conclusion that this is the old story over 
again, and that there is a good deal in it. I am 
not prepared to say that the hen. member for 
Mitchell has taken the best way in order to get 
redress, as I think t i:te proper thing to have done 
was to take the matter before the Home Secre­
tary first of all. I admit that the hon. member 
was perfectly within his rights in bringing the 
matter before the House as he has done to give it 
publicity. The Home Secretary, in replying to 
the hon. member, challenged anyone to bring 
forward a case to prove that a complaint had 
been laid before him in connection with which 
he had taken no action to give redress. I can 
bring forward a case very similar to this, and one 
in which the laches of the officer were extremely 
flagrant, and in connection with which the hon. 
gentleman positively refused to take action. I 
dare say that when the Estimates come on some 
information will be given upon these matters. I 
hope the Premier will take the matter up and try 
to do something to put an end to a lot of the work 
being done by "the great unpaid" in the matter 
of certifying to names for the electoral rolls. 

The PRE:riiER: I shall make no promise to do 
so upon this motion. 

Mr. BOLES : I do not say the hon. gentle­
man should, but it would be a good thing if the 
hon. gentleman would take the matter in hand 
and if it were put into the hands of one of th~ 
judges, 

The PREMIER : If it is brought forward in a 
legitimate way it will be attended to. 

Mr. BOLES : I am very glad to hear the hon. 
gentleman's statement, because in many places 
the thing is a perfect scandal. I feel that they 
act from the political proclivities they hold and 
if in their opinion a man's political e~r-ma~k is 
not of the right kind, exception may be taken to 
his claim, a refusal may be given eo fill up his 
form, or it may be filled up in such a way as to 
render it informal. Apart from the merits or 

demerits of this particular case, the Premier 
would do well to take steps to remedy the 
matter. 

Mr. HAMILTON : The member for Burke 
statec; that it is perfectly right to bring the 
laches of any Civil servant before this House, 
and that is perfectly correct where there is no 
other method of redre,s. But I think no man of 
reasonable instincts would consider it fair or 
manly to attack a man in this House, behind his 
back, without giving him a chance of defending 
himself. The proper way in this case would be 
to have gone to the Home Secretary, make the 
complaint, and request an inve,tigation, and if 
that was refused, then would be the time to bring 
the matter before the House. During the I&Rt 
few weeks I have had eight or nine such cases 
quite as gross as this one to bring before the 
heads of departments, and in every case the 
complaint was inquired into, and if they had not 
been inquired into I should have brought them 
before the House. I do not think it fair to attack 
any man behind his back in this way upon ex 
pa1·te evidence. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: Nobody is attacking him. 
Mr. HAMILTON : If this is not an attack it 

is very strange conduct. I muot say, at the same 
time, that I think the conduct of the hon. member 
who brought forward this motion is excusable in 
the present instance, because, as we know, there 
is a political battle raging, and it is perfectly 
right that Mr. Matt. Reid, for whom I have a 
great personal regard, should be assisted by his 
friends, and no doubt this motion is moved for 
that purpose. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. member 
must not impute motives 

Mr. HAMILTON: I bow to your ruling, Mr. 
Speaker, but at the same time we know that a 
slander of this kind has the advantage of doing 
the work required of it before it can be contra­
dicted, 

Mr. FITZGERALD, in reply, said: I have 
been accused of giving a display of fireworks and 
trying to make myself conspicuous. Now I 
think of all the speeches this afternoon the two 
that may be termed displays of fireworks are 
those of the Home Secretary and Secretary for 
Public Instruction. I think, on the contrary, 
that the general complaint against me b that I 
am too easy going, and certainly not conspicuous. 
But of all the members of this House I tnink the 
Home Secretary is most conspicuous in his 
reputation for sophistry and illogical deduction 
from argument. In his speech this afternoon 
he has turned completely away from the point 
I intended to make. I am very sorry the ques­
tion has been brought down to a question 
as to the capacity of the regiqtrar at Long­
reach, and I consider the Home Secretary and 
Secretary for Public Instruction to blame for 
bringing it down to that level. I stated at the 
outset that I bad a great respect for Mr. Grant 
and that I was making no complaint against him 
personally, and I also said the same of the 
justice, who is a personal friend of my own and a 
man who used to be one of the best in the district 
for signing electoral claims 

An HoNOURABLE IYIEMBER : He has been "got 
at." 

Mr. FITZG ERALD : Yes ; he has been "got 
at." It is only since the last election that he has 
refused to sign these claims, and has given as his 
reason the letter from Bulcock, who said he was 
not to do it 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS: "Save me from 
my friends." 

Mr. FITZGERALD : I wish to goodness you 
would save yourself from your friends ! It was 
for that re,• son that I 'aid there must be some· 
thing at the back uf this action. I pointed out 
that Mr. Grant had a very good reputation, 
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that everyone was pleased with his action as r 
police magistrate, and that there must be some ' 
secret influence bebind him. If there had only 
been these two instances that I have mentioned 
I would have brought them befcre the notice of t.he 
HoJ?e Secretary. If it h<td been a cJmplc~int 
il~t.mst Mr. Grant, or against the justice in gues­
tw:J, I would never have thour;ht of moving the 
adJonrnmer~t ~f tl!e House, but judging fron1 the 
reply of tins JUStice of tbe peacP, it struck me 
forc:bly that be. was not the only one who had 
received that crrcular. Suppo3ing I had gone 
to the Home Secretary and report1d the matter, 
he _would have made inquiries, the justice and 
registrar would have been communicated with 
and. the whole thing would have dropped; but 
JUStiCes o_f the pea.ce all over the colony who 
have received thr.; Circular would have been n<,ne 
the wiser. I want it to hf' distinctly under<tood 
that I have not a word to s•w againRt the 
registrar or the ju,;tice of the peace. On the 
co:rtrary, that justice is a personal friend of 
mme, and a man who is well respected. I 
would Bay the same fm· tlw elPctoral registrar, a 
m?st comp~tent I;wn, who is also a personal 
friend of mm e. 'I he Home Secretary has >aid 
that I neYer approached him before, but if he 
lo?k• up his correspondence of Janmuy, 1894, he 
Will find that I made a complaint then and no 
notice ll"as taken of it from that day to'this. I 
am very sorry that the question has d willdled 
down to this personal matter, and I would ask 
perntission to withdraw the motion. 

Motion, by leave, with;:lrawn. 

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislative Council returning 
this Bill with amendments. ' 

On the motion of the PRE11I:EH, the message 
was ordered to be taken into consideration to-
morrow. 

SUPPLY. 
DEBATE ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

Qu~otion-That £300 be granted for salary for 
the aide-de-canJp'to the Govarnor-pnt. 

Mr. McDONALD: If thid di,cus ion has 
cloded, and no one wants to speak upon the 
Financial Statement, I have a few words to say 
about this salary for the aide-de-camp to the 
Governor. 

Mr. HOOLAN: It may ,,eem quite out of 
place to continue this discus8ion on the Financial 
Statement, a8 there is likPly to be no divisi<>n, 
and m:lKt people are entirely in accord with it, 
and qmte ready to heap congratulations unon the 
Government, but a little further thuuuht. on the 
matter might not be out of place. ft is a new 
departure in financial statements, and a Yery 
commendable one. Taken on the whole it is 
rather a nice piece of literature, and interesting 
to people de•rrous of entering political life. It is 
a very valuable treatise for political students 
of the present day, and abo for those coming 
on, and I am very sorry to see that a number 
of political apprentices who are serving their 
apprenticeship with so highly creditable and 
trustworthy a Government givP so small an 
amount of attention to this valuable document. 
It gives me great pain to think that when the 
colony stands in need of so many capable men, 
and so much wiodom, when our he~t financiers 
are growing old and hoary, with the grave at no 
great distance from them, that so much apathy 
a:rd. negligence sho:>ld be displayed by those 
sittmg on the oprosite benche>; that this docu­
ment, dealing with questions of such tremendous 
importance, is not even to be found amongst them. 
The waste-paper basket is full of them; they are 
utterly discredited. If hnn. members opposite 
do not choose to tal\e any interest in the affairs 

of the colony it is their business. Although I 
c:m offer congr,,tulations to those who prepared 
and printed this Statement, I can offer none to 
the Government, because they do not de,erve 
th<-m. I maintain that this is a valuable docu­
nwnt in every WRV. It ie not prurient or offen­
sive literature. It is nothing like the every day 
police court reports, done up to B,ttract the gaze 
of the vulgar. There is everything set down 
in connection with the state of the colony. 
It is all here from A to Z, and from 
Genesis to Revelations. To those who be­
lieve in the spiritnal and supernatural, this 
will come second only to the Scriptures, 
and persons who utterly .~cout the spiritual and 
the supernatural may takB this as thPcr Bible. 
It is a document that may be laid on the table of 
t.he dra;>ing-room, or the ladies' boudoir; it may 
be introduced into young ladi<·.>' seminaries, and 
rassed round in Christian Brothers' schools for 
the young to read ; it can be turned into a com­
plete catechism and set forLh categorically in 
question and answer forn., and the youth of the 
colony will derive great benefit from it. It 
reflects credit upon thove who compiled it, and 
the printers v;ho printed it, and to the colony 
generally ; and it will be very useful to 
politiciuns ; so that it i'l a matter for regret 
that so little attention is being paid to it. 
It follows the good old system of "pay in" 
and "pa.y out,'' and I dare say all these things 
are Lithfully set forth in it. No doubt there 
are many instances in which the" pay in,. might 
be vaetly incre<tsed for the public benefit, and 
many in which tbe "pay out" might be de­
er< ,>sed for the public benefit also; but that is a 
m:.tter that concerns the Government particu­
larly. It only concerns me as one of seventy­
two, and I c>1n only give it one seventy-second 
share of the attenticn it deserves. It is rather 
painful to hear that the land revenue is on the 
down-grade. 

The TREASURER: Only auction sales. 
Mr. HOOLAN: I do not consider auction 

sales anything at all. 
The TREASURER: You must distinguish be­

tween land revenue and pastoral revenue. 
)Ir. HOOLAN : l'astoretl revenue is going 

down too--
The TREASURER: No. 
Mr. HOOLAN: But that is brought in ':in a 

side way. Receipts from auction sales cannot be 
conoidered as rc;venue at all. No man can think 
that he can sur..plfment his household expenditure 
by selling hie coat or boots, or his tools if he is a 
carpenter, or his trowel if he is a bricklayer. It 
is an unfortunate state of affairs that any Govern­
ment should be at liberty to ~;ell that which does 
not belong to them. The Treasurer may say that 
we only alienate it for the tim~ and use it as a 
marketable commodity. We hand the land over 
to per~ons who pawn it to others, who may be 
connected with institutions which are subservient 
to the Government, and who in many instances 
contr<>l the Government. This is one of the 
etock arguments we have heard before, and 
which politicians of the calibre of the Treasurer 
uphold and maintain. These are the theories by 
which certttin politicians glide into public life, 
and upon which they m~>intain the-ir positions. 

The TREASURER : Are you not glad the system 
is dving, out? 

Mr. HOOLAN : It is one of the hideosities of 
the day, that public men can keep their positions 
by bartering aw:cy the no.tional estate. Hon. 
members mav cay that the public estate should 
b" alienated, because we derive a certain amount 
of benefit from it for the time, as we drag money 
out of the coffers of persons called capitalists. 

The TREASL'RER: 'Where do you find that in 
the Statement? 
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Mr. HOOLAN: If the actions of these public 
men become a burden to the Htate then you can 
further deal with these lands by a system of 
taxation, and make them a further benefit to the 
State. Theoe are the 11,rguments that are put 
forth, but I am not of that way of thinking, and 
will show the reason why. 

The TREASURER: I see you are wound up. 
Mr. HOOLAN: I will try to wind myself up 

as I g•) along. The unfortunate part of the 
business is that when we have alienated the 
public estate it is very hard to derive any proper 
revenue from it or make it bear its just burdens. 
In the early history of the colony sundry specu­
lators came over with their eyes open, and 
they manipulated the public men and the 
public departments, and were able to pick the 
eyes nut of Queensland. It seem_ed right then 
to sell the land. They had a vast area, from 
the Pacific to the Indian Ocean, and thought 
there was no harm in parting with a few acres. 
Within the very short veriod that has elapsed in 
the history of this colony, we find innumerable 
evils accruing from this policy of land alienation. 
To it is due the 'state of our revenue, our 
exhausted loan fund, and the very peculiar and 
trying times we are now in, when we have to 
buy back from speculators at high prices the 
land they previously acquired from the State. 
Notwithstanding the fact that we have to-day 
news that the action of Government is very 
prolific to the State in one case, still a number 
of their purchases remain on their hands, and 
are likely to remain on their hands. I have 
inspected one of them, and in that particular 
case the Government have made a very bad 
bargain. It should have been left on the hands 
of the monopolist who owned it in the first 
instance. 

Mr. BELL: Where is that? 
Mr. HOOLAN: It is up near the agricultural 

college. I am going to inspect one or til'o more 
in a few days, and possibly will have better 
information about them. 

The i3ECI\ETARY FOR liiiNES : In the Logan 
district? 

Mr. HOOLAN : Ministers should noo turn 
such a serious matter into a jest. If this House 
cannot see its way to confer some benefit on the 
public, it should not repurchase lands at all. I 
recognise that there is a great deal of outside 
pressure and clamour brought to bear on the 
Government to get them to repurchase estates, 
but they should use their discretion before they 
lay out public money in this way and pay it away 
to speculators. I am very glad to see by the 
Statement that the Government are already per­
fectly sati~fied that they have not done right 
in laying out the public money, although they 
did it with th@ best of intentions, and that 
they have already had convincing evidence that 
they are entering into too big an arrangement 
with the sellers of land in the first instance and 
with supposed buyers in the second. Passing 
for the present from the barter of the public 
estate to pastoral occupation, which the hon. 
gentleman says is increasing, I wish to show that 
it has not increased. Pastoral occupation is pay­
ing lower rentals than it has ever done in the 
history of the colony, notwiohstanding all the 
money that has been laid out on it. The Crown 
lands have cost an Mvful amount in the past; and 
if the cost continues at the same rate in the future, 
in a short time-between the heavy interest on 
the non-paying railways, which were built for 
the sake of benefiting these lands-between rabbit 
fencing and the tremendous cost of extending the 
protection of the Government to squatters and 
so-called pastoral agents thronghoat the whole 
colony, and particularly in the far out portions 
of the colony-the cost will soon cover the whole 
of the rents derived from pastoral occupation. It 

is becoming alarming, and notwithstanding the 
fact that the Government are strongly supported 
by the pastoralist>, they must try and derive 
more benefit from the pastoral lands. I speak 
without harbouring any iil thought towards the 
pastoralists. 1 wish them well in every respuct ; 
and if they had as much money as I would wish 
them to have, they would make very large 
"riles" indeed. I am sincere in wishing them 
well, but I say that something further must be 
done with our large areas of Crown lands. 
Successive Governments have simply been lax 
over the pastoral business, and that has been 
due to nothing else than the pastoral sup­
port. We know that the squatter-the person 
who rented the land ftom the Crown-has 
nothing more about him than any other piece 
of humanity. We know that this class has 
enjoyed tremendous benefits in the past ; that 
wonderful concessions have been made to them 
by the State, which have enabled them to do 
immense credit to Australia in every way. 
These men were the principal means in the first 
rlace of building up a tremendously wealthy, 
speculative, and extravagant class. They set a 
bad example to the community in speculation, 
high living, and sporting tendencies. In the 
next place they grew up into an oligarchy. 
Instead of being satisfied with a fair share of 
good thin<rs, each man began to vie with his 
neighbour;, and tried to get more than his neigh­
bours. They became shareholders in what are 
termed financial institutions, from which they bor­
rowed money as far as they could. They induced 
the financial institutions to borrow from the 
home markPt, They got interwoven with political 
life, and induced the leaders of political thought, 
and the persons in political positions who had 
charge of the affairs of the colonies, to borrow 
largely from the so-called moneyed men of the 
world, and the whole thing culminated in the 
breakdown that we have seen in the last few 
years. The Government should turn their atten­
tion serion•ly to the pastoral industry, though I 
do not say that they should give it a paramount 
place in their minds. We know very well that 
the products of the industry, such as beef, 
mutton, wool, and hides, as well as the horses 
and cattle, are a very valuable fact.or in tile 
national wealth. We know that if that wealth is to 
be of any use to the world generally it can be in­
creased; but, at the same time, how much benefit 
does the colony derive from that wealth? That is 
the problem that faces us year after year, and 
which remains unanswered by politicians, and I 
trust someone will show us how it can be solved. 
Of what benefit are those people? Have they 
not been an incubus in the way of the progre's 
and prosperity of Queensland 1 Have they done 
anything to a&sist the country, or have they been 
of any assistance to themselves 1 If they could 
maintain their financial position, if they could 
maintain the integrity of their pogition as em­
ployers of labour, it would be right to let them 
manage their own business in their own wc;y, 
But the pastoral l~,nds belong to the State; 
it is for the State to deal with them, and 
it is the duty of politic;ans to give this 
matter their earnest consideration, and try 
if all the lands in the country cannot be made 
to be of more benefit to the State and to 
the world generally. The time has arrived 
when tbey are of no further benefit to the indi­
vidual who stands in the road of !Jrogress between 
the State and the general public, and it is time 
the Government took into earnest consideration 
the position of that unfortunate individual and 
made him move on-even with compensation, if 
necessary. '!here is no necessity to dilate upon 
the fortun<>s and misfortunes of the persons I am 
n<>W speaking of. Unfortunately, we have a 
certain amount of public indebtedness-to the 
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extent of £32,000,000 odd. That public indebted­
ness would not tend to destroy public )JrOgress or 
suppre>~ the a"pirations of the nation, as shown 
in each individual, were it not for the amount of 
private indebtedness that goes hand in hand. 
Persons who enter in_to large contLct.s with the 
State, like our pastoral tenants, enter into 
contracts that they cannot fulfil--contracts 
that go right beyond their business and their 
capabilities as individuals. 'When they do that 
they become hopelessly entangled in financial 
nets, and being persons of great importance, 
they bring their influence to bear on politic,;! 
life with the object of obtaining certain con­
cessions. Influence is brought to bear in an 
improper way on me-nbers of Parliament, and 
the result is that we get only a paltry bit of 
revenue from the whole of the surface of this 
beautiful colony. This p:tstoral industry, 'pro­
ducing so many millions yearly, is one to which 
the Government should give their best attention. 
It is no use saying that people want to pry into 
the affairs of other men, that they are prying 
into their every-day ideas, that they are in­
quisitorial in their actions; that their conduct is 
unseemly in the first place, nngeuerous in the 
second place, unmanly in the third place, and 
that their pertinent inquiries become pooitively 
iudecent, if not brutal. Persons who wish to do 
their duty by themselves in the first instance, 
by the public in the second instance, by the whole 
of Parliament combined in the third instance, 
and by the colony generally in the fourth instance, 
should know exactly the position of the public 
and private indebtedness of the colony. It is all 
very well to take a balance of our household 
accounts, to say that thtJ baker is squared up 
with so many turnovers and so many loaves, that 
so much has been paid to the butcher- -I am 
speaking in metaphor, of course-that so much 
has gone to the washerwoman, and that there is 
a balance of so much. \Ve have an enormous 
revenue, and instead of showing that the revenue 
and the expenditure meet, and that we have a few 
thousands over, the Government, with £9,000,000 
of export wealth, should be able to show a 
surplus of £1,000,000 yearly to carry on public 
works to benefit the colony generally. Instead 
of that we have a statement that simply sets 
forth everything that is bought and sold-every 
item of revenue and expenditure; and a good 
deal of praise has been bestowed on the State­
ment by the Press, but I do not see that it 
is deserving of any praise at all. I suppose the 
Government have done their best, but their be":t 
is a very poor best indeed. Still I may add that 
such as it is we must be thankful for it. Before 
proceeding to another question I may say that I 
do not know whether the Government has any 
intention of moving in public matters in a serious 
way. I have no power to push them on, but if I 
had they would either make this colony more 
attractive to the adjoining colonies and to people 
in other parts of the world, or burst in the 
attempt. The Government have no busineso to 
simply come here, sit with their elbows on their 
de·,patch boxes, and be satisfied with the present 
state of affairs. In the eyes of some the Govern­
ment may be a wise Government, but in my eyes 
it is simply the old jog-trot Government, and is 
no better than could be found amongst any party 
of men with the faintest idea of conducting public 
affairs. 

At 7 o'clock, 
Mr. HOOLAN: Before we adjourned for tea 

I was dealing with the pastoral industry and its 
value to the State. 

Mr. LEAHY called attentiun to the state of 
the Committee. ' 

Quorum formed. 
Mr. HOOLAN: Again referring to this un­

fortunately placed industry, I think certain 

res.trictions should be placed upon the pastoral 
tenar.ts. This is a subject which this side does 
not care to handle, fe,>ring that it may look 
c•piteful upon their part, as so many of them ars 
returned in oppo,;ition to the pastoral people 
and are hostile to them at election times. 
Bnt there is no use in allowing an absurd 
thing like that to interfere with the busi­
ness of the country. I know it is rumoured­
and I believe it to be a fact, though I 
am not in a position to make the distinct 
assertion-that owing to what is called a depres­
sion in pastoml matters, a certain amount 
of influence is being brought to bear upon the 
Government to secure further concessions by 
pastoral agents and people interested deeply in 
this particular line of busine~s, and that influence 
being inimic,.l to the State, should be counter­
acted and opposed in every direct10n. 

Mr. LEAHY: That is from the North, where 
all the ctmcesRions are applied for. 

Mr. HOOLAN: I think everyone has the 
right to the concessions he deserves, and to no 
more, but I distinctly affirm that the pastoralists 
have gone beyond that right. The industry has 
become so interwoven, and has gone so much 
away from the pastoralists altogether, that the 
majority of the squatters are only the agents of 
others, and it is quite time the State_ interfered. 
It should be remembered that we have got to 
look years ahead in these matters, and if those 
who were the directors of public affairs ten years 
ago had only looked ten yectrs ahead then, we 
would not now be in our present position. 

Mr. LEAHY : You mean that we would not 
have a surplus? 

Mr. HOOLAN: We would not have balances 
of loan money locked up in an institution which 
has given us a lot of anxiety, brought about a 
lot of hostility and vilification, and we would not 
have had a beautiful country going to waste. 

The TREASUREI\ : It has been a blessing to the 
Labour party at any rate. 

Mr. HOOLAN: \Ve have a tremendously 
we:1lthy State in a state of stagnation. A young 
country like this with all the world around it, 
and Huperior to a great portion of the world, 
possessing numberless advantages which the 
world does not poss~ss, should be a point of 
vantage for wealth to rally upon, and instead of 
that we have a v:tst territory which the whole 
world ignores, and according to the statements 
we get from the other side, even the alien races 
are shutting their faces to it, and the kanakas, 
who have been the pets of the colony, have 
gone on strike. That would lead one to believe 
it is a colony that is not worth living in, 
and it brings me back again to my argument 
that we are in a bad position, an improper 
position, and a wrong position, which is due 
to the want of foresight in the legislators of the 
colony in past times who came here, and when 
they got a statement of the colony's affairs 
threw it aside, and allowed it to be picked up 
by the messengers and put in the waste-paper 
basket. I do not wish to interfere in the affairs 
of the colony when there are others more capable 
to do it, but what has happened must have an 
effect upon a thoughtful person who observes 
what is passing, and is convinced that the ('are­
lessness and negligence of ten years age has 
brought disaster. 

Mr. LEAHY : That was your party. 
Mr. HOOLAN: That party was not in the 

State then. I was a common bullock-driver, 
wielding the whip, and I did not think how near 
I was to becoming a Minister of the Crown. If 
I had my shanks laid bare then ready to jump 
into a pair of Ministerial breeches, and to jump 
on to a Mimsterial cushion, I might have stepped 
torward and brought my abilities, such as they 
are, to bear on the state of affairs. But 
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it is never too late to mend, and it 
is not too late to interfere now. The 
pastoralists, I hold, have held too much power 
for too long in this country. This amount 
of "-£300,000 revenue is too ridiculous. Here we 
have three items-wool, gold, and hides-yieldmg 
something like £15,000,000 in exports, and it is 
quite time that the State interfered and got 
more out of that industry, which is said to have 
acquired so many and varied interests. If it 
were trespassing on the rights of individuals I 
could understand the objection, but the rights of 
individuals have gone. It is well known that the 
pastoral industry is indebted privately to the 
amount of .£9,000,000, and, without naming any 
particular place or any particular person, it may 
safely be said that there must be something 
radically wrong with that industry. It is 
sufficient to say that it does not contribute 
its fair share to the "revenues of the State. 
On the very face of it, it appears absurd that in 
their present condition the pastoralists should 
try and get further fixity of tenure, and have 
their rents reduced. My opinion is that the 
Land Board, which has had plenty of time to 
show its usefulness and has failed, should-in­
stead of appraising and asssesing rents and hob­
nobbing with the squatters-be turned into a 
reliable department like the Auditor-General's 
Department, and go out and Qurvey the runs. If 
that were done then there is no doubt when the 
time came the Government would be in a posi­
tion to let those who wish for land get it on 
favourable terms. According to the Govern­
ment's own statement the grazing farms, not­
withstanding the way in which they have been 
hampered, are a tremendous success, and it is 
the duty of the Government to put such facili­
ties in the way of the people that a greater area 
may be used as grazing farms. But are they 
doing so, and, further, do members of the 
Government intend to do it? 

The TREASURER: Oh, yes. 
Mr. HOOLAN: Probably the bon. member, 

being overburdened with work, and his memory 
being defective, intended to answer "Oh, no." 
We know that quite a number of persons are 
waiting for grazing farms, and the Government 
are not in a position to grant their requests for 
the reason that the lands are locked up. They 
are bound to uphold the existing agreements 
with the pastoral tenants. 

The TREASUI\ER: There is any quantity of 
land open. 

Mr. HOOLAN: Yes, plenty of barren scrubs 
and the useless hills about Bogantungan, but 
where is the land that the grazing settler wants?, 
It is the picked land that we want thrown open 
first; the poor land may be tn,ken after, when in 
course of time with better appliances and more 
knowledge it can be turned to account. The 
pick of the country is locked up, and a great 
deal of it was sold under the famed Sales of Land 
Act. After years and years of appraising and 
reappraising and reduction of rents we find the 
large estates practically done, and they are now 
being turned into large pastoral companies for 
the purpose of acquiring further fixity of tenure. 
If they were a success I would not so much mind. 
They would have a perfect right to carry on 
ordinary commercial enterprises in the ordinary 
way; but I maintain that thPy have not been 
a success, and not being a success they should be 
removed as easily and as speedily as possible. 
No doubt the country is largely indebted to them 
for improvements ; I grant that ; and when the 
State takes over the land it must be content to 
take over the improvements at a fair valuation. 
When once these lands are taken over, I venture 
to say there will be an immense advance in the 
revenue. It is no use further moaning about the 

pastoral industry. It is time to face it, and deal 
with it on its merits, and make ourselves alive to 
its merits and demerits. The hon. gentleman in 
referring to the great industry of mining said 
there was a falling off from various causes. I do 
not think the reasons he gives are correct, but it 
would take from now until this time to-morrow 
to give the correct reasons. It is a fluctuat­
ing industry, and, like the weather, very 
uncertain. And that brings me to another 
point. The hon. gentleman should not depend 
upon fluctuating industries. He should depend 
upon those that do not rise or fall or fluctuate 
in any way. Gold when it comes gives 
an enormous revenue, but it does nut a! ways 
come. When it does it can with ease be turned 
into shining sovereigns which will purchase any­
thing, even virtue and honour. Governments 
have been depending too much upon that, but 
they should depend upon the staple industries of 
tbe colony. I trust t.he Government will take 
these few words as they are intended, because it 
will not be in the interests of the country or 
conduce to its welfare if they pay attention to 
those perilous who desire a lower value for the 
lands of this colony and a reappraisement of 
the rents now being paid. We know that pro­
posals to that end will be brought forward, 
and it is to be hoped that they will be stub­
bornly and sternly resisted. Now we come to 
the agricultural policy of the Government. 
There is to be the Minister for Agriculture, 
but I do not hope for much from that. Un­
fortunately little or no attention has been 
paid to this industry, which has not held out 
sufficient inducements to capitalists to lead them 
to enter into it. The only speculator I know of 
is the hon. member for the Valley, who makes a 
few pounds in the ordinary way, but neither 
assists nor retards the industry, and if the butter 
is bad he proclaims it to all the world. This is 
the most important industry we can have, and 
we should pay most attention to it. It is in a 
wretched state at present ; and yet, because 
some .£5,000 is to be spent upon a building some­
where, in consequence of a certain amount of 
agitation, we have been told that agriculture is 
in a flourishing condition 

1
. but it is no use taking 

that unction to. our sou s, because we will be 
deceiving ourselves, and if we do that we 
will deceive others. Apart from the growing 
of sugar, which I know nothing about, the 
industry is in a lamentable condition, and is an 
eyesore to the colony, which is not creditable to 
those who have been politicians here for many 
years. It is particularly discreditable to those 
who live in the Southern part of the colony. 
Now and then during the last five years some 
hon. member has stood up to show that certain 
things were being imported from the south that 
could be grown here, and this kind of agitation 
has culminated in the agricultural college, 
and there it remains. So far as I can gather 
the industry is in a worse state than it was 
six, years ago, and it is time that the Govern­
ment and their supporters saw the responsibility 
of their position. lt is they who should establish 
and encourage our industnes, but hon. members 
on this side cannot refrain from giving advice 
when we see the apathy exhibited by the Govern­
ment, who are so neglectful of their duties. So 
far as I am concerned, in my part of the country 
we do not care whether they do not produce a 
carrot or a potato or a long bean in the Southern 
part of the colony. We have to import all we 
want, and if I were an ordinary class of politician 
I would be content with that; but I am not, be­
cause I know that the strength and stability of the 
colony, and its future position in a federated 
Australia, will depend upon our agricultural 
wealth, which should increase year by year until we 
stand pre-eminent. We must depend upon that. 
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·when our gold mines are only so mar.y recollec­
tions to be looked upon with perhaps only a soft 
sigh and made rcce1->tacles fur dead dt.gs and be 
filled up with the bodies of such as may die in 
the locality, the agricultural industry should be 
in a fl~_1urisbing pm;ition, which it will never be 
if it is left to thuse now in power. I do not 
know whether it is the fault of those who work 
on farms, and who are bred to toil, but it is the 
duty of the legi,lature to encourage farmers in 
every way, and the-y are not doing it. Look at 
the wr tched appenranc·· uf tho"e f:trms-luc·"ne 
lucerne, lucerne, and in some places not even th&t, 
but a bit of barren saJ.d. After four long years 
of agitation the Railway Commissioner allowed 
the farmers cert~in concessions in regard to rail­
way rates, and the Treasurer triumphantly 
proclaims the fact. I would be sorry to refer to 
it. If it was really a boon, it should have been 
gr:tnted in four day·,; but if it took four ye:>rs to 
get that concession, it will take 400 years for the 
present Government to do anything for the farm­
ing industry. It makes me smile to hear that 
£:!,000 is to be spent uron this college. No 
doubt the G<Jvernment are laudable and hone3t 
in their desire to afford inHtruction in the 
higher branche"' of agriculture, but they have 
SPlected for a cite a sour part of the Lockyer 
electorate. where the soil is all caked in 
summer and boggy ::tnd groggy in winter. I 
maintain that the thing will be a failure from 
the start, and would a'k· the Government to 
seriou,ly consider, before the blocks are put in, 
whether this money will not be wasted. It will 
not l;e only thit-J £5,000, hut there will soon be a 
howl for another £.3,000. vVe do not want a 
receptacle for gentlemen'• wns, where they can 
be put into a nicely-finished laboratory and 
wash themselves and learn the art of cultivating 
tht: land. The Government knew that this 
industry wanted fostering a long time ago, and 
they should have appointed a select committee or 
something to try to get the hang of the position. 
We know that the farmers are in dRbt and 
heavily mortgaged. The Government refuse to 
relieve them of their mortgages, or to save their 
homes from the clutch of the usurers. Then 
they shouldJ,ut the farmers in the w:cy of saving 
their own homes. Politicians .generally show 
an arrant neglc~t of the farmers. Some of my 
friends on this side ln ve suggested muney 
<schemes which the other side have laughed at. 
I cAill1 not going to express ~ny opinion with 
regard to those schemes, of which the farmers in 
Southern Queensland are sorely in need. Other 
industries have been a~sisted. I do not ask the 
Government to bring in any money scheme to 
assist the mining industry, or to establish crush­
ing mills for it. But we know that in the South 
the greatbr part of the £30,000,000 of borrowed 
money has been spent, and there we shouldluok for 
the most of our revenue, and for the mo"t. prosper­
ous and happy class of peuple, but we do not find 
them there. If the schemes for lending money 
to the farmers are absurd, if they have emanated 
from ignorance, are not founded on proper 
financial knowledge, but are based upon a foun­
dation which will give way at the first depression 
or boom, well and good. I do not dispute that 
it may be so, but, all the same, something of the 
kind is wanted, and it i~ most decidedly the duty 
of the Government to make provision for it. I 
am more anxious about the farmers in the South 
than about the men in my own district, because 
if they do not like it they can leave it; 
but the farmers in the South are tied down. 
They own the soil, they are rearing their 
fami!ieq on it ; some of them were born 
on it, and they are going to die on it, and those 
persons should be the firso care of the Govern­
ment. I trust the Gove-rnment will try to 
remedy some of the defects at present existing. 

I call the attention of the Government, and of 
hnn. members who support them, and who are 
just as much responsible as the Government for 
the state of affairs, to the fact that last year this 
colony imported 12,476 tons of potatoes. I was 
reared on that homely article of consumption­
the " spud"- and my ancestors lived on it. 
Spnds are the backbone of one of the finest 
nations in the world, and when that nation 
was overpowered by foes, and held down by 
most cruel and cowardly artifi~Ps, this re­
markable vegetable sustained them, and it will 
bring them out triumphantly in the end. If 
they stuck to potatoes, and let religion alone, 
they would very soon get the better of the 
English Government. This may not be of any 
great importance in the eyes of the Premier, and 
of hon. members on the other side, but it is of 
great importance in my eyes, beeause, if ever our 
agricultural industry is to surply the people in 
the colony with food, the time has surely arrived 
when we should not require 12,000 tons of 
potatoes to be imported. It is time politicians 
were alive to the fact. It is about time for the 
Government to raise a new loan. vVhat do they 
b.>rrow? Gold. vVhere do they go for it? To 
John Bull. What happens then ? We are tied 
hand and foot to a usurer from whom we have 
no hope of e3cape, and to whom we will have 
to turn for further loans. At the same time 
that we are doing this, we are allowing an 
industry which requires no agricultural college, 
which requires no apprenticeship, and which 
even a lunatic from Woogaroo could successfully 
engage in, to pass from us. while we imporb 
12,000 tons of potatoes, on which we pay a duty 
of 15s. a ton. 0 f course the Treasurer is a 
financier, and is satisfied with the £9,372 which 
he derives in the shape of revenue from that 
duty. It does not matter to the hon. gentleman 
whether there is a potato grown in Queensland. 
If I strike a patch of gold and it gives me £100, 
it will be, "Come along and fill them up again. 
Hullabaloo! Cheer, boys, cheer!" Then in a 
short time I may be going along with holes in 
my hat, looking for a job. That is just the way 
with the Government in regard to this matter. 
It is right enough while they have plenty of 
money. We point to our exports and our 
imports, we proclaim the fact that we have 
been able to make both ends meet, and that 
we have been able to show a balance of 
£60,000. Of course that will suit the hon. 
gentleman's time. He is enjoying a hale, hearty 
old age; and his maxim is " Sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof." I suppose he does not 
like to di,,play it in a public place, otherwise he 
might paste that motto up on the door of the 
Treasury buildings. These matters should be 
properly looked into. It seems lamentably 
ridiculous that & farming community should 
vote at all for a nominee of the Government, 
or that a farming constituency. should return an 
hon. member supporting the Government, which 
entirely neglects the farmers. vVhat are the 
Government going to teach in their agricultural 
college? I don't know. Let them answer. Before 
they pnt up a college that will give important 
instruction which will require months or years 
t<i master the details of, they should see that 
there is a product which could be easily produced 
here, and which would command a ready sale. 
I say that it is nothmg but wallowing in 
ignorance to say that we ought to set up a 
college to teach agriculture when people cannot 
grow the homely spud. Y on must teach your­
seives before you start to educate the public. If 
the Government are blinding themselves, they 
are not going to fool me into the belief that there 
will be any prosperity arising from this state of 
affairs. The lands of the colony want looking 
after in a proper way; and unless they are_made 
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to produce articles for which a ready market can 
be found, they are of no use to the Government 
or to the settler,.. \Ve must derive a revenue 
from our lands. Some of these days I may find 
myself going over to the other side to take 
charge of the government of this colony; and 
what will I take charge of ? An exhausted 
Treasury. The pastoral industry of the squatters 
has been broken down by their reckless h~bits 
and their priv:tte indebtedneF'l; the agricultural 
industry is getting to the verge of misery; the 
Gnvernment suppose that they are going to 
bolster it np by building an institution to 
teach something or other. A sanguine person 
might suppose that they would be able to 
rnn the country hy means of our mines; 
but I would impress on the Government the 
necessity of not looking to anything that 
is uncertain, but to the land on which the 
people will have to live centuries hence, 
when we are m•mldering in the ground and 
the brighte.<t amongst us will be only very 
dimly rememherrd. Some hon. members who 
have not looked at the Treasurer's tables, and 
who never use an onion except when they "'ttend 
a funeral, may think that onions are of no value, 
and I want them to just listen to this. Last 
year we imported 3,055 tons of onions. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : How many more than the 
previous year? 

Mr. HOOLAN : I did not look at that year, 
and I do not want to know. It is sufficient to 
know that we imported that many last year 
when we should not have imported any. If they 
were gr<.nvn in the colony they would find a 
market m the North, where they could be sold 
cheaper than at present, and the consumption 
would be greater, and all those per,ons growing 
onions would be contributing to the revenue. 
The homely bean and pea might also be produced 
more largely in the colony. I find' that we 
imported bran and pollard to the amount of 
150,000lb. It is discreditable to the Government 
to give so much attention to commercial business 
transactions, t<) think so much about this con­
stant nightmare of the Queensland National 
Bank, and show so little knowledge of the 
real condition of the country and its national 
we..~lth. These are of far more importance 
than the postoral industry and the financial 
industry. We are supposed to be between the 
devil and the deep blue sea-a Government that 
ignores our ways of life e,nd is indifferent to our 
daily concerns and a Labour party whom they 
fear from some presentiment of danger in the 
future. Is it not a shame to the colony and to 
Parliament that such a state of affairs should 
exist? \V ere these tables not printed and 
published by the Government it might be said 
that I was talking for the sake of talking1 bnt 
here we have the facts and figures, and I nope 
the Government will takl' these matters into 
consideration at the earliest possible moment and 
try to rectify them. In the fir,t place it is more 
necessary to see that the farmers are perfectly 
secure in their little bits of homes, and in the next 
place to see that they are producing commodities for 
which there is a market in Queensland. Here you 
are looking abroad fnr markets while the cookies 
of the other colonies find a market.at your doors 
for their produce. What inducement is there for 
the working people to be content and to stop 
agitation and to be satisfied with the Govern­
ment while this state of aff>~irs is allowed to 
exist? A person may be put down as an agitator 
for declaiming against th("Se things, but one 
would not be a good and honest politician if he 
did not declaim against a Government so neglect­
ful of everything. It is the duty of the Govern. 
ment to decide this matter about the farming 
industry at once. I have taken the trouble to 
ascert;>in the facts, and I find that a great 

number of the farmers are in a position which 
they should not be in ; but being in that 
position, whether by their own fault or from 
circnmst:mces over which they had no control, 
it is the duty of the State to get them out of that 
position. A good few of them are in the hands 
of usnrists; those who are not are very fortnnate; 
and the Government should not declaim against 
members on this side when they speak of cheap 
money. I am not going to hear members I am 
allied with ridiculed as nobodies and ignoramuses 
when they bring forward a scheme for providing 
cheap money. Such a scheme is v;anted, and 
inHtead of spPnding £5,000 just now on an agri­
cultural college it would be better to pnt another 
£15,000 to the £5,000 and spend the £20,000 in 
redeeming those agricultural holdings that are 
worth 1·edeeming, but not those that are tied 
up by a system of intricate mortgages out of 
which yon cannot see. It is a most objection­
able thing to see the bone and sinew of the 
colony on whom the wealth of the colony 
depends in this horrible condition, and I trust 
that the Government will take steps as soon 
as possible to remedy this state of affairs. To 
turn to another matter, there are a few lines 
of rail way mentioned here, and I want to know 
from the Government whether it is intended to 
shut them up. There are a lot of things that 
require doing in the State, and it would be 
rather a wearisome thing to point them all out 
now. We go along in a cursory sort of way, and 
so long as we pay our debts we ore all right, but 
really these things require very C81reful considera­
tion. We are all a lot of spendthrifts, gentle 
and simple, ignorant and intellectual alike. 
Some time ago we had a fit of retrenchment, and 
a lot of homilies were preachEJd on the subject. 
Now that is passed ; we are told we are off in 
a kind of canter again, but if somebody 
does not check the steed he will soon be off 
in a gallop, if there is a gallop in him, and I for 
one contend that there is a really good spurt in 
the colony yet. I do not wish to see the steed 
go off in a gallop yet, and I want to draw atten­
tion to some matters in which expenditure might 
still be avoided. For instance, there is a railway 
called the Oooktown Railway; its receipts for 
the year were .£1,852, while the working expenses 
were £5,572. I do not know whether the 
Government have any scheme for generating 
business in that particular part of the colony, 
but this rail way has been like this since it was 
constructed. There is a staff of people em­
ployed upon it, and they are wholly un­
necessary. The hon. member who represents 
the d1strict will no doubt ha·,e something 
to say about it, bnt still these are the facts of the 
case. The place could do very well with one 
train a week or with one train a month, and it is 
as well that we should keep a strict hand and 
continue upon economical lines where we can. 
Hon. members and possibly the Press will say 
that we have got to look after ourselves, but it 
is just because I am looking after myself that I 
say we should retrench within bounds where we 
can. It is for that reason I am a very valuable 
person, and though I might want to put votes 
on the Estimates for some purposes, that may 
be just why I think there should be retrench­
ment on other items. There is next the 
Cairns Railway, from which the receipts were 
£9,081, while the working expenses amounted to 
£12,281. There is no necessity now to go into 
the cost of construction, bnt we know that this is 
one of those horrible dead losses that will lay like 
a nightmare on the colony for some time to come. 
There does not seem to be much hope of increas­
ing the income of that railway, notwithstanding 
the fact ~that there is a beautiful show ground 
there that is attractive to vi~itors, if the visitors 
would only go there, which, nnfortunately, they 
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do not. Although it is so attractive, it is unpay­
able, and it would be as well to reduce ti1e 
expense upon it. There is another line here 
called the Bowen Railway. 

Mr. SMITH: It is just beginning to pay. Why 
do they .not fini,;h it? 

Mr. HOOLAN: I do not suppose that any 
other member of the Assembly cares about men­
tioning these things because they are unple''·"ant; 
but if a man in this House is not prepared to 
say some things that are unpleasant to himself 
and to others he is of very little use in it. I do 
not want to cr;y "stinking fish" ; but I want to 
point nut a few hard facts out of the multitude 
of hard facts that must yet be pointecl out. As 
yet these things are pimples; but if we let them 
grow they will soon become boils. A soap and 
sugar plaster will cure them in the first instance; 
but it will take a good bit of linen and linseed 
meal to cure them if they get to the boil state. 
The receipts from this Bowen Railway were 
.£978 lfis. Sd., and the working expenses £3,055. 

Mr. SMITH : It is only half finished. 
Mr. HOOLAN: The portion finished is what 

I am referring to, and if it was only five miles 
we should run it so as it will pay. We are told 
over ancl over again that we are a commercial 
State. Very well, then, make things pay. There 
is no use in grinding in one part of the colony 
and losing in another. I am going to ha,,e 
something to say about the Bowen Railway, and 
what should take place in connection with it, 
directly. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Are you going to deal with 
the Mount Perry Railway? 

Mr. HOOLAN: These matters want looking 
up, and they want ;:cttention paid to them. I do 
not know what plans of railway construction the 
Government have gut in hand, bnt I hope they 
will seriously consider the best way to benefit 
the colony. It is not by carryinf( out impossible 
works for the sake of what in former times was 
termed log-rolling. It is nearly time that was 
abolished in this colony. \Vhen the House goes 
into Committee of the Whole it should apply 
itself to this railwav business in a serious 
way. The Northern Railway is now the best­
paying line we have got, and the mining in­
dustry connected with that particular portion 
of the line rs one of the mainstays of the 
colony. It is therefore rP-asonable to suppose 
th,zt every hon. member will fall in with the 
idea of incre:~~ing that industry largely, and the 
way to do that. is to connec~ Charters Towers by 
a cheap line-if a plan for cheap lines can be 
brought forward-with the Etheridge Gold Field, 
and to connect Bowen with the Towers line. 
We want line9 built that will return interest, 
and also revenue, and whether they are to go to 
Thargomindah, Charters Towers, Rurke, or else­
where lam th.e man to do what I can to help to 
build them. We want revenue fnthe colony, and 
like the socialists we want it "'in our time." 
It was supposed that the Cairns line would be 
carried through to Herherton, Georgetown, and 
N ormanton as a transcontinental line. That is 
not the way, and the sooner hon. members 
understand the position of affairs the better 
Many hon. members have no idea of the vastness 
of the Etheridge Gold Field, which extends as 
far as from here to Gym pie. Gym pie is a very 
valuable goldfield, but it is only likP a spot of 
sand on a beach compared in extent to the 
Etheridge, which is 100 miles long and twenty­
five miles wide. That should be connected with 
the other great goldfields, and then it would 
get the output ol energy and capital from 
those goldfields-from Charters Towers, for 
instance, where they have to go down now to 
a depth which small speculator,, cannot get at. 
The Etheridge and Charters Towers w ,mt con­
necting, and the sooner that is done the better. 

The Bowen line should be completed, and then 
there would be two ports to which to send our 
surplus products. Having taken up so much 
time, I do not wish to enter at length into what 
I consider a very serious matter; that is the 
drink traffic. Whether it is increasing or de­
creasing matters very little to me. All I want 
to say is that the amount of drink that is con­
sumed is something awful to contemplate. In 
this colony the item of whisky alone amounts 
to 205,000 gallons, which is imported and 
consumed. I do not know whether you can 
stop it or not ; but when con•umption reaches 
that stage it becomes a vice. The people 
might just as well be swallowing barrels of nitric 
acid. And remember, too, that there is a large 
proportion of the community who do not touch 
whisky. No doubt this all brings a large amount 
of revenue to the State, but I do not think we 
should lose sight of the fact that the State can 
make whisky, even if it cannot grow potatoes . 
If you cannot stop the consumption of it you can 
at least keep its manufacture in the colony. All 
persons want to keep in a good condition-the 
working man, the commercial man, and the 
members of Parliament-and we have taken 
very good care that members of Parliament 
shall be in a good condition. I say therefore 
that the State might just as well be in a 
good condition through the manufacture of 
its own whisky. There are people in other lands 
making their millions, being knighted and acquir­
ing large estates out of the very whisky that we 
drink, and out of the health and impoverishment 
of our people. I admit that the State cannot 
stop the drink traffic. It would be useless to 
legislate to stop it; but we might as well legislate 
so as to get the greatest possible revenue out of 
it. I suppose the Treasurer quite agrees with 
the duty of 14s. a gallon on spirits, but I do not 
believe there would be any serious objection to 
raising it to 28s. I have no doubt he would get a 
large amount of support, and I am sure it would 
do a great deal of good. Here also we find a 
large amount of revenue derived from the 
opium traffic. I am sure the few Chinamen 
in the colony do not consume it ; and that is 
another evil we will have to contend against. I 
trust the Government will not ignore these 
things, but will take them into serious considera­
tion, and not take too much praise to themselves 
for the position in which they are in. It is very 
easy to better the position, and it would not be 
hard to make it very much worse. There are 
very serious times ahead of this colony. How 
do we know how many disasters nature ha' in 
store for us ? Are we prepared for them ? 
Supposing there was a famine in other parts of 
the world, we have nothing we could rely upon 
except our beef, and that is affiicted by a pest 
which is so reducing our herds that we will soon 
have nothing left to fall back npon. We are 
in a most lamentable state and one that is 
very likely to grow worse day by day. Hon. 
members on this side have impressed on the 
head of the Government the propriety of remit­
ting the dividend tax. I trust the hon. gentle­
man will not take tho~e remarks into serious 
consideration. It is one of the best taxes we 
have. In fact it should be increased. I consider 
the amount now levied is very small indeed. 
Were I getting dividends, I do not care from 
what source, I should be very glad to pay the 
Government 10 per cent. of what I got. I think 
it is about the fairest tax that we have. Then 
there are other things we should do. \V e should 
put an export duty on gold, increase the di vi­
dend tax, and take off the duty of 6d. per lb. 
upon tea. The Government cannot pose as a 
friend to the poor man so long as they keep that 
iniquitous duty on the beverage which the poorest 
use, and which is the greatest solace and comfort 
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the poor have. There are many things upon which 
duty might well be remitted, and others upon 
which it might well be increased, and all rcmnd 
the tariff is not equally adjuated by any means. 
I should very much like to hear a little from 
some of those gentlemen who are supposed to be 
ardent protectionists, but who have been some­
what silent on this very important matter, both 
last session and this. 'rhe industries of the 
colony should occupy the minds of th10 Ministry. 
Presumably they do, but the cares of State are 
so burdensome that they may be excused for 
not paying more attention to them. Legislative 
burdens are very heavy to bear. Those hon. 
members who usually take an active part in 
legislation find it very burdensome, and it must 
be doubly burdensome to the Ministry, although 
they are surrounded with every comfort and 
convenience. But grantmg them every ex­
cuse, there is no reason why hon. members 
who support the Government should entirely 
escape. They should certainly attend to 
their duty and not lounge about with their 
hands in their pockets and take everything for 
granted. It is their place to insist upon the 
Government bringing things forw'ard. The Go­
vernment are only instruments in the hands of 
the House. They are only highly paid delegates 
to do the duty of the Assembly; but my expe­
rience of Parliament is that the Assembly is 
never prepared to call upon them to do anything. 
I wish to say that there is no d&,,ire on the part 
of any person or party on this ,,ide of the House 
to disturb the Government. They are perfectly 
secure, and we hope thPy will remain where they 
are, but it would not do to stop here and not 
point out the many defects we see in their 
actions. I could stop here until to-morrow 
morning and point out numbers of defects 
and show the way in which they could 
be improved, but I do not wish to do so. 
I consider it is the duty of those behind the 
Government to do this, but there are a number 
of people looking to us to formulate a better 
syatem of things. We are not the Government. 
The Government hedge themselves in in every 
possible way, and when they see the least move 
from this side of the House in the way of 
important legislation they are up iu arms. I do 
not want it to be said that the Labour party are 
doing nothing, but I wish it to be known that 
they are not in a position to do anything. What­
ever little the Government has done is due to the 
Labour party, and to no other party, and it is 
now the duty of the Government supporters to 
compel them to go further. I wish to put the 
electors who support this side of the House in a 
proper position, and show them that we cannot 
do anything. Certain steps can be taken which 
win improve the position of the colony ; it is the 
duty of the Government to take those steps, and 
I trust that, if the Government w11l not do 
their duty, those who sit behind them will com­
pel them to do it, or else form another Govern­
ment from amongst themselves. If they think 
that by upsetting the Government this side will 
get into power they are very much mistaken, 
but if they are prepared to take their places we 
will support them. Something must be done to 
keep the industries of the colony together, and to 
regulate affairs, because there is a very important 
crisis coming on. "\Ye will be calted upon shortly 
to deal with an institution that is interwoven 
with politic;,] life in Queensland, and we want 
to deal with it in a dispassionate and impartial 
manner, so as to separate that institution and its 
surroundings from public life and public men so 
far as we can, and preserve the strength of 
that institution and its standing in the colony, 
as well as its financial standing with other 
institutions. We cannot go on from year 
to year like this, or else the baneful shadow 

that overhangs the colony now will con­
tinue to overhang it. I 1vant the Government 
supporters to seriou;.ly consider the position, 
because they represent a large number of peopls, 
and it is their business to deal with this matter, 
which relates to the probity and honesty of our 
public men. It has been our effort to advance 
good government in every way, and no fault can 
be found with tae Labour party. vVhatever 
credit is due to the Government of Queensland is 
due to the efforts of the Labour party, and to 
their presence in this House. I hope hon. mem­
bers will take these few remarks into their 
earnest consideration. I might say a goo!l. deal 
more, but I do not want to ruffie or disturb the 
harmony that exists. Some may think that 
because the Government have consented to 
adv:mce the salaries of ban. members that they 
have dmwn the teeth of the Labour party, but 
they have not done so. The Labour party have 
increased in intelligence, and are still increasing. 
We do not whh to throw any untoward ubstacle 
in the way of public progress; but there is a 
time coming when we will have to assert our 
rights, and I trust that the trouble of that time 
will be alleviated as much as possible by the 
actions of hon. memlJers on the othet' side. 

HONOGRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETAltY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STHUCTION: The hon. member, who ha,s just 
concluded a very intere,,ting address, has said 
that it is the dnty of hon. members upon this 
side not to depend upon the Government. I 
think it is the duty of hon. members oppositA to 
assist the Government in passing mf;tsures pre­
senterl here for the public good. That goes 
without saying; but the hon. member has said 
that in times past the Government did not listen 
to suggestions made hy the Labour party. There 
was one 'Suggestion that I remember in connec­
tion with village communities that the Govern­
ment adopted, and thoi!e communities were a 
complete failure. 

Mr. UAWSON: That was owing to bad adminis­
tration. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Of course no one can foresee 
what is going to happen, and it is very easy for 
persons to be wise after the event. The hon. 
member advocated the extension of our railway 
svstem in the case of certain lines, but if he 
desires to extend the railway oystem to the 
:F~theridge, or anywhere else, he must, I imagine, 
construct those lines with borrowed money. 'l'hat 
does away with a great deal of what the hon. 
member said in an earlier part of his speech. 
The hon. member blamed the people of Queens­
land because a cons1derable number of y~~rs ago, 
takin~ an optimistic view of the future, they 
thought they were safe in borrowing money. If 
that system of borrowing is still to con tin ne, then 
that part of the hon. member's speech which con 
sisted of a denunciation of the loan policy and of 
usurers outside the colony falls to the ground. 
The hon. member talked about pledging the 
future, and of putting a millstone round our 
necks, whilst he is at the same time willing to 
bnild railways which he believes will pay. At 
the time the railway policy was enunciated it 
was supported by everyone-by lmsine, .. g people, 
by the people who expected to be benefited by 
the railways, and c2rtainly by the working 
classes, and by that t8rm I mean the manual 
labourer•. There is no possible means by which 
people can be absolutely certain when they borrow 
money that the money will be well and profitably 
spent. 

l\'l:r. HoOLAX: Yon have the experience of 
pa~t years to gnide you now. 

'l'he SECRETARY JWR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: I admit that the experience of 
past years shows us that mistakes were made" 
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and rational beings may be pretty certain that 
in the future they will make mistakps too. 
What has partly led me to follow the hon. 
member is the fact that he has dealt with certain 
matters m connection with the agricultural 
indu,try. The hon. member told us that during 
the last two or three weeks he has been making 
researches into this branch of industry. It is 
very curious that the hon. member's interest 
should have been so much excited of late, and 
phe idea. did occur to me that possibly a peud­
mg electiOn has somewhat stimulated the interest 
which hon. members on the other side take with 
regard. to thi' question. So far as I know, at 
the present time the only members of that party 
who represent farming communities are their 
leader and the hon. member for Cambooya. 

Mr. DAWSON: More than that-the hon. 
members for Maranoa and Mitchell. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: At any rate, I may Pay that 
the majority of the agricultural community in 
Que.ensland are under the impres,;ion-and I 
think they are perfectly correct-that their in­
terests are much safer when they are represented 
on this side of the House than when they are 
represented on the other side. I do not know 
how far hon. members on the other side are 
going to adhere to the policy of their platform, 
which was flaunted at one time throughout the 
colony. Their great notion was to nationalise 
evsrything, and also to do away with the right 
of bequest. Hon. members have not proclaimed 
it this evening, when one of their nnmber is con­
testing an agricultural electorate, but on every 
other occasion they have put in the forefront of 
their programme a land tax. Now, the farmer 
does not want to be nationalised ; he prefers, as 
the hon. member for Burke has said, to acquire a 
holding. Very naturally, I think; and if he 
realises the true position of affairs-if he knows 
the socialistic propaganda which has been put 
forth, and which receives the approval of certain 
members of the party-then it would be as 
reasonable for a sheep to walk into the jaws of a 
ravenous lion as it wonld be for the harmless and 
innocent agriculturist to walk over and support 
what is called the Labour Socialist party. The 
hon. member gave us some facts in connection 
with a tnber known as the potato. He told us­
I really was not aware of it befcre-that the 
gentlemen from the Green Isle have hitherto 
li veri exclnsively upon potatoes. 

Mr. HoOLAN : No ; during troublous times. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION: I was under the impression that 
they got a great deal more than potatoes. What­
ever their diet, there is no donbt they manage to 
thrive on it. The hon. member told us ~that 
3,500 tons of potatoes were imported into Queens­
land last year, but it does not follow from· 
that that the Government are hostile to the 
agriculturists. 

lVIr. HooLAN : They are neglectful of them. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION: Or neglectful of them either. 
They have endeavoured to exclude the competi. 
tion of the foreigner in potatoes, and unless the 
Government grow potatoes themselves--in which 
case they could net very well discharge thAir 
duties in this House--I do not know what you 
could very well expect them to do. While on 
the subject of a><riculture, I remember some 
year" ago a number of gentlemen connected with 
the Labour party came from Charters Towers 
to Mackay, and said that they were going to 
do away with Polynesians. Of course that 
was also a portion of their programme, and 
they were going to take up land themselves 
and grow cane. They were offered cane 
land on the most favourable terms, but they 
have not yet carried their proposals into effect. 

I am not aware that the Labour party, as a 
party, are going to grow potatoes; but if they 
desire to set the Government an example in the 
matter, none will object to their doing. so, and I 
am sure they will be engaged in a particularly 
useful occupation. \'\'hat are the facts with 
regard to potatoes, and why is it that potatoes 
have to be imt>orted here on occasions? l wonder 
that it d1d not occnr to the hon. member, who 
has almost a superfluous supply of intelligence, 
that the potato is not a vegetable which will 
last for ever, and that, on the whole, a 
fresh potato is very much more pleasant than 
an aged potato. The seasons here are not 
always favourable for growing potatoes. It is 
said, that "thel'e is s, time to laugh, and 
a time to cry." There is .. !so a time to grow 
sugar-c11.ne. auda time to grow potatoes. l'\otbing 
is more evident than this: tbat the stock of potatoes 
grown at one period of the year will not keep all 
the year through. I am s>tt.isfied on that point, 
because I have grown po~atoes my,-elf; but it 
does not in the least follow thai; becausf a farmer 
does not grow potatoes all the ) ectr round that 
he is neglectful of his own intere,ts. 

Mr. Mcl\IASTER : You must import seed 
potatoes. Y on cannot get them here. 

The SECRETAHY I<'OI~ PUBLIC IN­
STRl:OTION: As the hon. member 'ays, it is 
desirable to import 0eed 1:otatoes from the south. 
Then tb.e hon. memher does not seem to ti'Jink 
that an agricultural college would be of any 
serdce whatever. In that matto- his opinion is 
in direct opposition to the majority of members 
who r~pre.:ent farming dictricts. A school in 
which practiral »gricultme is taus;ht cannot fail 
to be beneficial to the people in the future. 
1-Vith regard to this matter of farm produce, as 
to which he has particularly pointed out how 
wrong it is for us to ha v:e reconrse to any foreign 
country, he calls attentwn to the fact that there 
are other colonies, such as Victoria and New 
Zealand, which export agricultural produce, 
while this is an import.ing colony. But he has 
forgotten one thing : he has not nude allowance 
for sugar. If it )Jays people better to produce 
gol<J, N wool, or sugar, than it pays to grow 
potatoes or farm ruduce at a very low 
price, as they do in other colonies, and 
have to seek a sale in onr markets -if it pays 
them to grow those other commodities better, 
why should we interfere to prevent them? But, 
as a matter of fact, if you comp~re the exports, 
which are directly the result of the labour of the 
agriculturi't - if you compare the exports of 
Queensland with those of a.ny other colony, it is 
an ahsolute fact that the value of the f~trm pro­
duce of Queensland, ir,cluding sug&,r, which is 
the manufactured product of the farmn's labour, 
is about 50 per cent. more than that of any other 
colony in Anstralia. And instead of dro,wing 
the conclusion that, because our export of farm 
produce is, as he supposes, less than that of 
other colonies, and t.hat the Govemmenl' are in 
defan.lt, if he is disposed to be just and logical he 
would say that in c.mgequence of our exports 
being absolutely 50 per cent. in exc1 's in value 
of those of any other colc.ny, then we have a 50 
per cent. better Government. 

Mr. DAWSON: You have no right to include 
sugar, which is a manufacturtd article, in farm 
produce. 

The SECRETARY FOJ:t PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: The hon. member may as well 
say there are only 10,000 ounc~' <>f gold exported 
from the colony, and exc;ude all the othm· fields 
except the p~rticular one whirl1 will prove his 
argqment. He may be very sncces,frd, but he 
will be very disingenn<ms. It is absnrd to ex­
clude sugar, which is the result of the farmer's 
operations. If the farmer did not grow cane 
there would be no sugar. He might as well also 
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say that the export of Queensland minerals is so 
much, and when it is pointed out that it is three 
times as much, say, "Oh, but we exclude gold." 
Such a statement regarding minerals would be 
obviously incorrect, and if anybody says that our 
export of agricultural produce is so much, and 
excludes sugar, then I say his statement requires 
correction. It entirely destroys the effect of the 
hon. member's statement when he says we do not 
export agricultural produce as other colonies do, 
if he excludes sugar, because it is directly the 
produce of the farmer's operations. 

Mr. HooLAN: What kind of farmers are they? 
'!'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION : With all respect to the hon. 
member, I must say that the farmer who grows 
cane is in all respects as proper a kind of farmer 
as you can pos.ibly get. As a representative of 
those farmers, I should be disposerl to say that 
on the whole he is a more proper farmer. As 
mnch a' the farmer who grows wheat and 
potatoes he gets his living by tilling the soil. 

:Mr. HooLAN : Those are ignorant farmers. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION: We cannot prevent the hon. 
member from calling them ignorant farmers. He 
possesses a great deal of individuality of character, 
and he is one of the boldest members, having regard 
to his own constituents, that I am acquainted 
with. For instance, the hon. member this evening 
proposed an export duty on gold. I really reopect 
his courage. As a mining member, that is dis­
tinctly the very boldest thing I ever heard ; and 
it appeared to me that he would be perfectly 
willing, as an ideal member, to sacrifice the 
interests of his constituents to the common good. 
But I do not believe, at the .~ame time, that if 
you went on a goldfield, and proposed to double 
the duty vn whisky, making it £1 Ss., and take 
the duty off tea and coffee, and make up the 
.£80,000 a year which would be required to replace 
the duty on tea by taxing the miner's gold, any­
body except the hon. member himself would be 
returned as a representative of a mining district. 

Mr, HooLAN: I should like to do what is 
right. Some constituency might recognise it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: The hon. member has drawn 
attention, as have other hon. members, to the 
fad that only some .£300,000 has been prPduced 
from pastoral rents, and he has inferred, if I do 
not mistake his meaning, that that is an entirely 
inadequate rental; and he has suggested that it 
would be desirable to clear out those persons who 
are at present in occupation for pastoral purposes 
-I presume to put other people there supported 
by t.he State. 

Mr. HOOLAN: No. Small holdings, and more 
of them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: But the hon. member alw told 
us that those properties had to a large extent 
gone into the hands of financial institutions, >tud 
there were no individual rights to conserve, and 
it seemed to me that he was in favour probably 
of harsher methods with those people than he 
would have been disposed to use had they retained 
ownemhip. But he has pointed out, what is 
equally true, that those people owe .£11,000,000. 
Do~s that go to show that they have been paying 
an inadequate I ental? Does it not show quite 
clearly that the industry a< an indu"try has 
been for some considerable period an extremely 
unprofitable one. If you were talking al,out 
Ireland, and it was shown that the tenants were 
compelled to go to other people to borrow nwnc•y 
to pay their rent, would you in that case say, 
"Let us get mnre rent out of them"? The 
statement that those people owe .£11,000,000 
shows that they were unable to pay their way, 
that they had to borrow money to carry on 
improvements necessary to their business, and 

which were undoubtedly beneficial to the 
State. 1viany of them, to my knowledge, went 
there without any borrowed money at all 
Some of them did borrow money. Bnt what 
would we think of a miner who h·•d to borrow 
n1oney, we will say to g-et backing OD a 1nining 
show, with the result that he could not repay 
the bflcking money and could not give a half­
share, because his operations did not p·1y? 
\Vould we argue that- the Government should 
put a b,x on him and pnnish him? No; we 
should sav at once that his backing money was 
probably" insnfficient, or that tbe thing wZts not 
pNfitable; and the re:1.l c"use of thPse unfor­
tunate people being in de be is th«t during the 
last ten years the general operations carried on by 
the pastoral tenants have, in very many cases at 
any rc,te, been unprofiLble. I refer tn the hon. 
member for Kennedv on this point, ar,d [ really 
respect his opinion "on it, m or" especi" lly with 
re.;ard to c»ttJe-men, wt.o are the main holders of 
countrv in his vicinity. It is notorious to every­
body who knows anything about the matter that 
for several yea•s of late if the perwns who h:t'e 
stati•ms had those stati•.>ns for nothing it would 
have taken them all their time to pay expenses. 
That is so ; and while that is so, tbe statement 
that the pastoral tenant is in some way to be 
squeezed and ra·,k-rcntt:':l is unreasonable-', unjust, 
and inconsideratr-. .c\r1other statement haR been 
made, wit.hregard to the comparison made between 
the pastoral tenant and the miner. I have the 
gr<·"test sympathy with the miner; I sincerely 
trust thctt the miners will go on and prosper; bnt 
if yon comp;tre what the miner pays to the people 
or the State with what the pastoralist pays for 
whatever privilege+ he gets, you will find that the 
pastoralist is tlFl one who has the most to pay 
and who g-ets relatively the least. The v"lue of 
the produce exported by the pastoral indmtry 
comes to ,e,bnut £5,000,000 per annum, for which 
the pa"tor·,lists pay to the Htate ovu £300,000, 
or nearly £400,000 in the way of rent-that is, of 
conrse, inctuding ftrazing farnu~. That i~ about 
what these people pay t.~ the State in proportion 
to what they earn, ttnd after all tLe hon. member 
will probably agree with me that rent is what b 
left after po.yiug interest and the expense of 
sustenance of the man or men who work the 
busines.<. That is all that any landlord can 
claim, and I s~y that, if ycu' compare what 
those p~rticular cla""es of producers pay for 
what they produce with what is paid by the 
miner, then the miner is the man who is best 
trectted by the State, who pays v,,stly less for 
his adv,,ntages than the pastoralist. 'But in thi.,; 
House as a rule, as a conf:equeuee, I sur:pose, of 
there h'ing· a prepundc.ance of mining n:n·e­
sentatiYes, we are always hearing bow much the 
miner has to pay and how little the pastoralist 
pays. \Vhat are the facts? Tht> pastoralists 
pay nearly ,E400,000 a year. The gold miner 
prorlnces £2,000,000 worth of gold per aunnm, 
and therefore at the eame rate he ought to pay 
the State nearly £100,000 per annum. 

7vfr. HooLA~r: ()],, no! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUC'l'lON: It ie all very well to say 
"Oh, no,~' but I f-hould like i;n know, when we 
talk abcmt the land belonging to t.he people, 
v, hether yon are go in.; to ignore the gPld that is 
got out of the land? \Vhen the ge1•eml stctte­
ment is made, upon which peo1Je outside trade 
so In1wh, that evr~rything I...'Olllr;>s frcnn the land, 
are you goiPg to jgnort? mining? If n crup "\Vhich 
has been nourished Ly th·· clews, the air, and the 
sun,hine is to be debited to the hnc1, hnw rnnch 
more is gold to be dt>bited to the land? There is 
the gold, but when the miner takes it away he 
leaves the land a desert, while the man who takes 
a crop off the land puts in another. It seems to 
me that from a socialist's point of view the man 
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who ought in the public interest to be treated 
more lightly is the farmer or the pastoralist. I 
want this to be recorded in order that people 
when they talk upon these topics may reflect 
upon the real position. I say the miner is par­
ticularly well treated. He only pays £26,000 
per annum to the State. That is all the nation 
gets out of him. 

Mr. CRoss : What capital does the mining 
industry invest? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Without replying to interjec­
tions, I shall just deal with these two matters. 
The miner pays to the State-I am not saying 
that he should pay any more-about £26,000 a year 
in licenses, miner's rights, and so on, and he gets 
£2,000,000, which he sends out of the colony, 
while the pastoralist, who gets £5,000,000, pays 
over £300,000 in rent to the State. 

Mr. HooLAN : You forget his valuable perma­
nent asset. Mining has not got that. It is a 
very uncertain thing. 

'The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: That will cut both ways. If the 
pastoralist has a valuable permanent asset, the 
miner has taken all there is in the land, and you 
can get no more out of it. I wish also to reply 
to the statement made by the hon. member for 
Rockhampton last evening when he said that the 
.vhole burdens of the State were thrown upon 
the poor man in consequence of the revenue being 
derived to a large extent from Customs and 
excise, and in consequence of there being no tax 
on incomes or on land. That statement requires 
a certain amount of analysis. If we look at the 
returns we get from the Customs we shall find 
that there are about 450,000 people in the colony, 
and that these 450,000 people contribute through 
the Customs £1,31\9,000 per annum. In that 
sum there is 16s. per head for spirits. The hon. 
member who talks aboat raising the duty on 
spirits to 28s. per gallon, and says that the demon 
drink is most pernicious to the community, 
cannot possibly turn round and tell me 
that the;;e are necessaries of life. "What he 
has said has been to show not only that it was 
pernicious, but probably that it should not be 
permitted. All I will contend is that it cannot 
be said to be a burden on the poor man-that 
it is, to say the least of it, a luxury of which 
I do not know that poor men have a monopoly. 
Y on cannot say that it is trenching on people's 
means of subsistence when you put on a tax 
which is only half that of which the hon. member 
would approve. Tobacco is Ss. Then there is 
ad valorem duty. You may assume that this is 
all on wearing apparel, which is used perhaps bv 
those who have the least to spare, bnt it covers 
all sorts of articles, and speaking generally, they 
are not pard by those who can only buy neces­
saries. For instance, amongst the ad valorem is 
machinery. That is also one of the grounds of 
complaint which is alleged by miners, that they 
have to pay for machinery, but all that was paid 
last year for mining machinery was not £3,000, 
while the sugar-grower or miller paid about 
£12,000 on machinery. Going back to this table 
the ad valm·ern duty amounts to 13s.ahead. Then 
we come to an item which you might say fairly 
would be paid by those who are not well off, 
perhaps, to a larger extent, if you assume that 
there are more of them than of those who are 
well off. The amount is Ss. per head, but food 
includes fodder, horse feed, so tbat the Ss. 
would be in excess of what you may say 
is a burden on the people. The duty on 
tea and coffee amounts to 4s. per head. 
Then we come to another item wbich is 
cbargeable fairly to those whom we may call 
aliens, the duty on rice and on opium. That 
would come to 2s. 6d. p~r head. Tben we come 
to incidentals, 3s. 6d. per head. Those items 

amount altngether to £3 per head. It is really 
impossible to suppose that much more than 
one-third of the sum total would be borne by 
those who a.re generally called the working 
classes. And from that also you must not forget 
that a considerable portion is returned. :First of 
all there is the item of educl\tion, a very large 
item, which costs £3 per child. And the same 
may be said of all kinds of charitable and 
philanthropic institutions, such as hospitals. 
That is returned. Therefore, I say the state­
ment that the greater burden is cast on the 
shoulders of the working man is one that requires 
considerable qualification. There is another item 
which should not be forgotten. All the expendi­
ture in connection with the municipalities, 
divisional boa1·ds, marsupials, brands, sheep­
taxes of that description, amounting in all to 
over a quarter of a million, are, with the excep­
tion of about £60,000, all a burden on the land. 
The whole of the local expenditure, with the 
exception of some £60,000 which is paid by the 
State as a subsidy, is found by property. I shall 
now give another table which I think was given 
a year or tVIO ago hy the Home Secretary. It 
was made by Mr. Atkinbon, of New Zealand, to 
show the proportion of the taxation borne by the 
various classes of population, and he made out 
that this was the proportion . 

J\Tr. HARDACRE! It wrs proYed to be incorrect 
three years ago when the Home Secretary read it. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: It has never beem challenged so 
far as I know. The hon. memberfor Rockhamp­
ton, if he were here, would very gladly welcome 
it. The wage-earner, it was calculated, paid 
17s. 3d.; the person who was better off, who 
would probably not be called a property-owner, 
but would occupy an intermediate position 
financially, paid £2 13s. 3d.; and the property­
owner would c10ntribute, apart from the property 
tax, £4 10s. 3d. That was the table read in this 
House. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON: It is perfectly 
worthless. Many have to pay as much as £140 a 
year in taxes. 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: I have given the averages. 
'rhen there was a statement with regard 
to socialism, to which I would like to refer. 
In the Financial Statement the Premier 
made allusion to a suggestion made to him 
in connection with the meat trade, and he 
stated that under certain circumstances if 
private enterprise did not engege in this project 
it would be pos"ible for the State to step in. 
I am not aware tbat this is at all socialism 
in the sense in which it is used in the Trades 
Hall. I never hear anyone question the 
contention th"'t State action is perfectly justi­
fiable in all cases where work cannot be 
done by private persons. I do not think the 
monarchs of Egypt, the Pharaohs, or the 
kings of Nineveh ever questioned tbat ; and 
I do not think the Trades Hall would have 
welcomed those distinguished potentates as their 
friends and brothers. "What I want to point out 
is that this word "socialism" is becoming exceed­
ingly familiar if not threadbare, ana some hon. 
members have an idea-and I may say the mem­
bers of the Labour party constantly give expres­
sion to it-that if progrese is made in one direction 
for a certain time you must instantly do a rule­
of-three sum: that having moved in a certain 
direction for a certain time if you double the 
length of time you will have moved double the 
distance. I wonder if they bave ever carried 
out that calculation with regard to their chil­
dren who grow about three inches a year, and 
have fignred out what they would have grown to 
when they come to be two or three and thirty. 
Because the tide comes in at a certain rate they 
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sa.y it is going to come in at that rate for ever; 
and I wonder what would become of Queensland 
if it did. They talk about "socialism"; and I 
would like to know from them what it means? 
Some say that because the Premier has put this 
particular passage into the Statement it shows 
that he and members in this part of the House 
are "socialistic." I wish they would tell us 
what "socialistic" means? Then they speak of 
a "tendency." Because you take a step in a 
certain direction there is a "tendency" to go on 
-I suppose they mean-to the socialiem of the 
Trades Hall, and to nationalise everything. But 
a tendency is a very different thing from 
actuality. If you take a bird I suppose it has 
a tendency to fall, but we know that if it 
keeps on flying it will not fall. A balloon 
has a similar tendency, but it may go up all 
the time. I suppose in thiR l>ttitude we are 
going round at from 700 to 1,000 miles an hour, 
and our tendency is to be thrown off to the 
Southern Cross, but we do not go nevertheless; 
we still stop in this House. If I throw this 
paver up in a south-west wind, there would be 
a tendency on the part of the paper to go to China 
or Japan; but does anybody suppose it would 
ever get there? I want to make it perfectly 
clear that there is a very great deal of difference 
between a tendency to go in any particular 
direction and actually going there. I would 
like to take notice of some of the remarks made 
by some hon. members opposite. If we did not 
take notice they might be more or less offended, 
considering that they had not been treated with 
the respect to which they were entitled. The 
hon. member for Kennedy led off in the absence 
of his leader, who, he said, was not well. The 
hon. member in the circumstances took up the 
position of leader, and, as no one contradicted 
what he said, I presume that all the members on 
the other side shared his views. For himself he 
said he had no fixed fiscal policy, nor had the 
Labour party. 

Mr. CROSS : Let him speak for himself. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION: That is what he said: that the 
Labour party ha;l no fiscal policy, and I can 
understand his saying so, because everybody 
knows that where there is a difficult question 
that would split the Labour party, no matter 
how important it may be, the Labour party 
sacrifice the puhlic interest because they cannot 
afford to save the country if the expense would 
be a loss of votes. 

Mr. KERR: They b&ve the example of the 
Government to follow. 

Mr. HooLAN : That is supposititious. The 
position has not cropped up yet. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: At any rate in the other colonies 
it has cropped up, and it crops up more or less 
here. The hon. member for Kennedy said this 
fiscal question had a most important bearing upon 
the well-beingof the colony. As patriotic i'entle­
men who may, as the hon. member for Burke 
says, by-and-by occupy these benches, it appears 
to me that the world is entitled to hear from 
them what their opinions are upon this subject, 
and they have no right to drop the subject simply 
because it is inconvenient to express an opinion 
upon it, more especially when one' of their 
number makes the statement that it has an 
important bearing upon the well-being of the 
colony. It is besides a practical question, unlike 
socialism ; you have not to wait until it comes, 
as it faces you at once and everywhere. On 
that particular subject hon. members opposite 
should reflect and see whether they cannot come 
to an agreement ·upon the policy which they 
should adopt. 

Mr. HooLAN: If they agreed on that it would 
be fatal to the Government. 

1896-2 II 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: The Government are perfeetly 
willing at any time to lay down their positions if 
it be for the good of the country. 

Mr. HooLAN: They will have a tough struggle 
for it though first. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Some hon. members cast doubts 
as usual upon the reality of the surplus, while 
others believed that the surplus did exist, but if 
it did it only proved that the money had been 
dragged out of the people by Customs revenue. 

MEMBERS of the Labour party: Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION: Hon. members oheer that. They 
evidently think that we are to increase revenue, 
but not by dragging it out of the people. Will 
hon. members opposite collectively tell me where 
we are to get revenue if there is not somebody to 
get it from? How under any circumstances is a 
revenue or a surplus to be derived without, as 
they say, taking it out of the people? 

Mr. CRoss : That does not indicate the 
people's prosperity. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: I have already given a list to 
show how the moneys contributed through the 
Customs were derived, but it does not appear to 
me to be a very sensible criticism upon an in­
creased or improving revenue, to say that it has 
been got ont of somebody. Of course it has 
been got out of somebody. It is unfortun~ttely 
but too true that many people have got a kind 
of notion that money does not come from any­
body, and that is why they are so very anxious 
to get money and have it freely spent. They 
never recognise what everybody ought to recog­
nise, that if they demand a "free" something, 
whether it be education, or a bridge which must 
not be put down to the locality, or soine new 
buildings, they are simply demanding more 
taxation, for the Government have to get the 
money from somebody before they can spend 
it upon the object for which it is demanded. 
These rules should be learned very clearly 
and should not be forgotten. It has been 
stated, with regard to another portion of 
the Financial Statement, that the amount of 
interest payable in connection with the sugar 
works will be £40,000, while thoy cannot expect 
to make more than £40,000, and therefore the 
fanrers had a very poor prospect before them. 
That statement requires analysis to the extent of 
showing that the implication it covers is quite 
incorrect. ·what is called interest is in fact a great 
deal more than intere><t.. When they pay £40,000 
a year out of £4i5,000 tb0y are in fact paying 
for the mills, and I th{nk with that expla­
nation it will be seen that they w~l in fact 
do exceedingly well. ·with regard to the 
Statement, I think the Treasurer is to he 
congratulated upon the results attained by 
his operations during the past year. The returns 
have been £228,411 in excess of what he 
antiJipated. Of course a Treasurer who desires 
that his forecasts may be relied upon is wise if 
he does not overestimate his returns. That is 
only a matter of ordinary prudence, and to dis­
cover at the end of the year that you have a 
considerable amount in exceHs of that which you 
estimated is really to show that if you err at all 
you err on the side of prudence, and that your 
calculations may be relied upon. If that is so, 
then it goes a long way towards establishing the 
credit of the colony, because the Statement of 
the TreaKurer is not only criticised in the 
neighbouring colonies, but an estimate is formed 
of our position by people at the antipodes 
through the Treasurer's Statement. Then the 
expenditure was shown to ,be in excess of the 
estimate by £136,144. Now that expenditure 
would not have been sanctioned in the first place 
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unless the Treasurer had discovered that his 
revenue was in excess of his anticipations, and 
seeing that part of the money we get in the way 
of returns is derived from public services, the 
larger the revenue the greater the expense which 
will have to be incurred. Then the balance 
which we obtain is £73,336. That balance IS 

large and satisfactory, more especially when we 
contrast the position of this colony with the 
position of our immediate neighbours. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: Contrast it with New Zealand. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION: I do not know the position cf 
New Zealand, but I am sure that Queensland 
does not suffer by comparison with New Zealand, 
and if you examine the statements submitted by 
the Treasurers of the other colonie··J you will find 
that the condition of theQueensland financeg is very 
much more satisfactory than theirs. The general 
results of the last year's operations are, that the 
Treasurer mana'\ecl to pay his way, n,nd to reduce 
our debt by £75,000. Now, if we individually in 
bad times manage to show as clear evidence of 
prosperity, I think we should have ren,son to be 
sati,;fied; c.nd we may f:tirly, as people who are 
inter. sted in the colony, say that the people and 
the Treasurer also are to be congratulrttrd if 
at the end of the year, which ie only three 
yens after a period of Yery disastrous financial 
collapse, we are able to pay not only our way, 
but £75,000 off our debt. In the future the 
Treasurer tells us he exp' cts a moderate increase, 
and looks for a surplus of £23.000, and as in the 
past his forecasts have been b,Jrne out, we may 
look with confidence to his anticipation,q being 
borne out on this occasion. 

Mr. HOOLAN: vVe should expect a larger 
amount. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN. 
STRUCTION: The hon. member says that we 
should expect n, larger amount. It is a matter 
of reducing a surplus that would otherwise 
accrue, and the Treasurer proposes to take off 
from Customs dutie-B a sum of about £50,000, 
still retaining a moderate tariff for the protection 
of our industries. He is taking off duties rPally 
on articles which are used in the increase of our 
industries. For inst>tnce, no doubt the hon. mem­
ber's constituents will get the benefit of some reduc­
tion in the duty on mining material, and my con­
stituents and the farmer• genera Hy may reap an 
ad vantage in a reduced duty on flour, sugar bags, 
and so on. It is in the direction of promoting 
our industries that the Treasurer desires to 
appropriate a certain sum of money which would 
of course otherwise appear as a surplus. Per­
haps, however, I am "peculating more than I 
have any »ight to do with regard to what will 
occnr. Now, with regard to the complaint 
which was made by the hem. member for Rock­
hampton about a land and income tax. vVhen 
the matter was brought forward and the country 
was in great straits for money, I think, if I turned 
up Hansard, I should discover that I was in 
favour of that particular policy, and so I should 
be again if the circumstances ofthecolonyrequired 
it. I really cannot understand the extraordinary 
delight which some people appear to find in the 
mere fact of imposing taxathn. They seem to 
want to impose taxes for the sake of imposing 
them, but t"xes should never be imposed unless 
it is absolutely necessary. It is one of the 
maxims of taxation that we should never take 
from the. people more than is necessary, and it 
was said by Adam Smith that we should m·ver 
take from the people except in the least burden­
some way. ·when we tax such thing" as whisky 
and tobacco, I think we are taxing people in the 
least vexatious way. The hon. member for 
Burke will admit., and I think everyone will 
admit, that if we im.pose an income tax we shall 

not be taxing people in the least burden­
some way. Inq airies have to be made and 
difficulties have to be overcome, and if 
you work upon those canons laid down 
for the imposition of taxation you will not put 
on that tax because it is vexatious. If I have 
taken up more time than I intended it is owing 
to the hem. member who preceded me, becau,;e 
he supplied me with a vast amount of material. 
To my mind it is very satisfactory to find that, 
generally speaking, there has been an admisshn 
in the first instance that the Treasurer's report 
was of a satisfactory ch'"racter, secondly, that his 
figures are reliable, and, lastly, that he has sup­
plied a vast amount of information which would 
supply persons in this colony with a eompendium 
of useful and interesting information with regard 
to the position and progress and prospacts of the 
colony. 

Mr. BELL : I rise to make one or two obser­
vations upon one or two points which have 
occurred to me in connection with this Financial 
Statement. Vl e have had an addrer<,s from the 
hon. member for Burke, as to the length and 
bulk of which there cannot be very much differ­
ence of opinion. We listened to the hon. mun­
her wit.h an amount of attention which, from a 
personal point of view, his well-known reputation 
fully tntitles him to, but in addition to that the 
hon. member's utterances have attached to them 
an eclat that properly belongs to any hon. mem­
ber who occupies the po, . .ition of ex-leader of the 
hon. member> who adorn the benches opposiLe. 
'!'hat hon. member made a long speech, and he 
developed for the first time, 8c1 far as I know, 
an unwonted interest in the agricultural industry. 
vV e had from him a very long discourse upon the 
importance of onions and" spuds," and I believe 
he wanted us to believe that at one period of his 
existence potatoes formed a staple article of his 
diet. It is possib'e that may have been so, but 
I beg leave to doubt it; at all events, I am 
inclined to think that the memories of potatoes 
which have been revived in the hon. member's 
mind to·night have some connection with an 
election which is about to take place not very 
many miles from Bri,bane. If that election had 
not been going to take place, I do not think the 
hon. member would have alluded in such fervent 
terms to the importance of the agricultural 
industry. I do not suppose there is one hon. 
member in this House who in his heart of 
hearts can deny that this Government is about 
to take steps, and last session actually did take 
steps, more vigorously than any previous Ad­
ministration, to do the best they could, accorcling 
to our ideas of the functions of a Government, to 
a~sist the agricultural industry. This so-called 
Conservative Administration introduced an 
entirely new principle in the Agricultural Lands 
Purchase Act. The hon. member for Burke 
criticised the administration of that me" sure, but 
so far as we can judge all the deductions we can 
dmw from the measure are entirely favourable. 
I understand the Treasurer has promised to give 
us some information. and no doubt we will be 
better informed upon the subject. Nothing has 
occurred in connection with that measure to 
justify the airy condemnation which the hon. 
member for Burke was ple:>>ed to bestow 
upon it, and I believe the hon. member for 
Lockyer, from his own personal ob>ervation, will 
be able to show that the hon.member forBurke, 
no doubt under an entire misapprehensi<m, has 
made nothing more or less than a misstatement 
in regard to certain portions of land in the 
Lockyer electorate which were purchased by the 
Government. I know that on the Darling Downs 
the repurchased lands are going off and coming 
under settlement slowly, steadily, and satis­
factorily; and I hope that even if the Govern­
ment halt for a time in regard to that measure 
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they are not going to cease operations perma­
nently. At the western end of the Downs there 
is urgent need for the measure to be put in 
operation. 

Mr. HARDACRE: What about the lands in the 
settled districts that are not thrown open? 

Mr. BELL : If the hon. member will put his 
interjections in the form of a concrete speech it 
will be better. The hon. member for Burke, in 
criticising the actions of the Government in 
regard to settlement on the land, ran full tilt 
against the pastoral industry, and I re15retted to 
hear him say that the pastoral tenants of the 
Crown, throughout their career in this colony, 
had set a remarkably bad example to the people. 
I do not know whether he was speaking of one 
section more than another, but he said their 
conduct as a whole had been b<td; that they had 
lived extravagantly, and although he did not go 
into details in enumerating their vices, he con­
sidered them a very faulty class. I contend 
that there is no class in this or any other country 
who have more zealously done their duty, and 
set a good example to their fellow-colonists, than 
the pastoral tenants of Queensland, and at 
this period of their existence,· when the posi­
tion of 80 per cent. or 90 per cent. of 
them is absolutely pathetic, it is not becom­
ing in any man who prof.:,sses to know the 
facts to revile them and say they have not 
done their duty. Most of those men brought 
capital here, and have pursued their calling in as 
self-denying a way as it is possible for any class to 
do. Then the hon. memberfor Burke, amiable man 
though he is, comes under the influence of p<Lrty 
politics, and purely from the party politics point 
of vie1v sees fit to revile them. I do not think it 
necessary to dwell very much upon that point, 
beyond expressing the great regret that an ex­
leader of a political party should have descended 
to such a method of criticism. The hon. mem­
ber went on, in referring to the land administra­
tion of the Government, to say that grazing 
farms were thrown open to selection more out of 
regard to the interests of the pastoral tenants 
than those of selectors and grazing farmers. 
That statement is quite erroneous. The best 
land in Queensland is at this moment under 
grazing farm selection, and the best runs have 
either got grazing farmers on them or are in the 
process of being selected. The very . eyes of 
Queensland have been selected by grazing 
farmers. In fact, I believe that the depart­
ment, if they ha.,.e not operated on all 
the runs that have been scheduled under 
the Land Act of 1884, have at all events 
operated on the bulk of them. Certainly they 
have operated on the best of them, and if they 
went further west, and endeavoured to bring any 
more runs under the 1884 Land Act, on the 
whole they would get inferior runs. Then the 
hon. member cast what was nothing more or 
less than a slur upon the Land Board. He 
hinted, if he did not absolutely >!ay so in exact 
terms, that the Land Board was either an incap­
able board, or, if I am not mistaken, a dishonest 
board. The Land Board, Messrs. Sword and 
Tully, is composed of the two best men you 
could get •to sit upon such a board. I have 
witnessed the performance of their functions 
when they are deciding upon the rent of a run, 
and no two men could be more judicial and 
impartial in listening to the evidence ant! in 
giving their decioion. I am at a loss to know 
what impulse, or what information, could have 
prompted the hon. member to say that it is an 
incompetent board, a board which did not pro­
perly do its duty. In the Fin,,ncial Statement 
there are two matters which seem to me of 
superior interest. One of them has been dealt 
with at some length, and I shall not make more 
than a passing reference to it. That is the 

figures which show the immense quantityoffarm 
pwduce which is annu>tlly brought into this 
country. I believe the Government are going 
the right way about putting a stop to these 
import". They are throwing open land for 
farmers to settle on, and they are establishing 
colleges where the latest ideas in agriculture and 
a great many wrinkles can be learned, even by 
men who think they know all that is to be 
learned about agriculture. 

Mr. DANIELS : They know more than you do 
about it. 

Mr. BELL: I admit that frankly, although 
I think tJ1e hon. member himself has always 
been more associated with the grazing farmer 
than with the agriculturist. I am sure that 
eomething can be done in the way of inquiry as 
to whether the re·;omces of the country have 
been exhausted in assisting the farmers of this 
country. At all events, it is a lamentable thing 
to see the immense quantity of produce that is 
brought here. Many of the items, not all of 
them, are products that we can successfully pro­
duce. The particular matter to which I wish to 
allude-a matter which I believe is really of 
paramount importance in this Financial State­
ment, and a matter which concerns more people 
than any other matter touched upon in the State­
ment-is the reference that the Government make 
to the probability and the possibility that they 
may have to step in and do something for the 
meat industry. We hear a great deal about 
"individualism" and "socialism," and before 
any course of action is taken we hear people 
debating as to whether it is "individualistic" 
or "socialistic." I think, if we are to have any 
" ism " at all, the " ism " we should follow is 
"opportunism." What is "opportunism," as I 
understand it? I believe that it is adopting the 
particular line of action which is dictated by the 
exigencies of the situation, irrespective of the 
tenets of any political party. I believe that, when 
any question comes Lefore us, if we adopt that 
course which experience tells us we ought to 
adopt, without hesitrtting to take the step 
becausd it is socialistic or individualistic, we 
shall reach a succe'"ful goal much more readily 
than if we are influenced by mere names. I 
think we hear a great deal too much about 
socialism in this country. I have no fear of 
socialism, and, if, perhaps unwisely, I were to 
make a statement in regard to an abstract prin­
ciple, I might say that I believe that on the 
whole the tendency of this country will be 
towards socialism, but very slowly, and certainly 
not ''in our time." 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: You must be a 
member of the l''abian Society. 

Mr. BELL: I have heard that statement made 
before, but I never belonged to the Fabian 
Society. Probably if anyone had asked me to 
join it, I should have done so, though not out of 
sympathy for its principles. I suppose that for 
any young man who takes an interest in public 
affairs there is no grander institution he could 
belong to than the Fabian Society. We talk of 
the Government taking action to develop our 
meat industry. I am thinking especially of the 
export of beef, although there is no reason why 
we <honld not export mutton. But sheep have 
wool, which makes a yearly return to the 
colony, while there is nothing but the meat 
to be got from lmllock;. To-day in Queensland 
we have 7,000,000 bullockR, and we have an 
immense areo of country which is sui•able, in 
our present development, for nothing else than 
the production of bullocks. 

Mr. DANIELS: You are at home on that subject. 
Stick to that and leave the farmers. 

Mr. BELL : The hon. member for Bulloo says 
that I may refer to asses directly. Proba.bly if I 
do, the subject may have a very great mterest 
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for the hon. member for Cambooya. I hope hon. 
members on the other side will give some atten­
tion to what I say, because I am advocating-, so 
far as I feebly can, the case of the pastoral 
tenants, and there is a suspicion abroad-it may 
be well-founded, or it may be unfounded­
that the hon. members who sit on those 
bencheR are not well-disposed towards the 
pa"toral ten,nts-that they are not ready to 
bestir themselves in regard to any course of 
action which will tend to the benefit of the 
paetoral tenants. 

MEMBERS of the Oppo~ition side : That is not 
true. 

Mr. BELL: I merely say that such a sus­
picion exists. I do not say that it is well­
fonnded. 'What I am endeavonring to show is 
that a chance exists in the direction of developing 
our meat exports which may result not merely in 
benefit to pastoral employees, but is absolutely a 
national affair. The industry gives employment 
to so maay men that it is a matter which those 
hon. membero, in their nominal capacity as 
repre"entatives oflabour, should devote attention 
to. We have reached this stage in the meat 
industry of Queensland : that after many years of 
unsucces,ful, unaided individual effort, the Go­
vernment step in and, by their combining power, 
through the influence of the meat and dairy tax, 
have brought about the erection of meat factories 
throughout Qneensland. Those factories have 
been in existence for the last two or three years, 
and hundreds of thousands of beasts have been 
exported to Enrope throug-h their agency ; yet the 
condition of things is such that that industry is at 
this moment threntened with absolute extinction. 
And why is that? Although Queensland at this 
end has done her duty--although what has 
hitherto been an industry of raw products has 
been turned into a mannfacturing indus,try, •We 
find to-day that, owing to canses which are 
operating on the other side of the water, that that 
manufacturing industry is threatened with ex­
tinction; and the vigorons efforts that have been 
made by those interested in the meat trade on 
this side of the water to bring about a be'tter 
distribution of our products in London have 
been futile, and so low are the prices which are 
obtained there for Queensland frozen meat that 
it is absolutely at a loss in very many case,> that 
cattle are sent to London. During the last eighteen 
months it would have paid very much better 
even to have sold in our wretched local markets 
than to have sent cattle frozen to England, and 
it was only the fact that engagements were 
made which caused them to be sent during recent 
months to London. In London the producer here 
has to fight not merely a considerable distance 
from the seaboard : he has not merely to fight 
the long distance from Europe; he has not merely 
to fight the internal dangers, such as the tick 
disease and the quarantine laws, but he has to 
fight some of the most formidable competitors 
who are straining every nerve to forward the sale 
of their own products. The Government in this 
Financial Statement have hinted-they have only 
hinted, I am sorry to say-that it may be neces­
sary for them to take some action towards 
assisting in the meat trade. But we find that 
in Canada and in some of onr own southern 
colonies the Governments have already taken 
resolute action towards assisting their export 
trade. The Canadian Government have recently 
made a most direct attempt, by State inter­
vention, to as~ist in the succe8sful distribution of 
Uanadian meat and Canadian products generally 
in Great Britain; and for years they have had 
not merely a High Commissioner, but the~ have 
had an office in London entirely devoted to the 
commercial interests of Canada. Those are the 
forces against which the Queensland pastoralists 
have to contend. Let us look at the importance 

of this industry to the people of Queensland. 
Let ns take the operations of one company out of 
the five or six which are now freezing meat in 
the colony. Let us take the Queensland Meat 
ancl Export Company, which, dnring the yc•ar 
1805, carried ont th~ir fnll exporting capacity 
of 1,200 tons per month. That company dis­
tributed in and around the works during that 
year no less a sum than £l25,000. That is 
not inclusive of railway charges, coal, or droving, 
nor is it inclusive of freight. I believe a sum of 
£130,000 was expended in frieght. No doubt a 
large part of that went to England, but a part of 
it was spent here, and it brought a fleet of ships 
continuously to our shores. I contend that an 
industry which, in only one of its agencies, can 
show a return like that is not an industry that 
eau be despised by those who show an especial 
interest in the success of labour. 

Mr. STEW ART: Who is despising it? 
Mr. BELL: I heard a speech to-night from 

the hon. member for Burke, who occupies, or did 
occupy, an official position in that party, which 
was certainly as anti-squatting a speech as any 
Labour man need wish to listen to. 

Mr. STEW ART: \V e are not anti-squatters. 
Mr. BELL : I do not think any man here-be 

he as rabid an anti-squ'Ltter as he may-can 
really say that an industry of that kind can be 
viewed with indifference. Let me give another 
instance of the importance to Queensland of the 
export of meat. If a producer of cattle wishes 
to get for an average bullock a net return of £3 
within the confines of Australia-say in New 
South Wales-he has to get a gross return of 
£-110s. ; 30o. is expended in droving, travelling, 
and ''ale expenses. If that bea"t is sold in 
Sydney only half a sovereign of that 30•.-it has 
been put much lower-comes to Queensland. If 
that bnllock, instead of going sonth, is killed 
at the meatworks and sent to :Europe, the 
producer has to get a gross return of 
rather over £10 : but of that £10 as large 
a snm as £3 15s. is spent within Queensland. 
If that goes on all over th" colony-if our 
pastures that are capable of producing good 
cattle are utilised and there is a regular ontlet 
for them, I cannot understand how any man can 
view with indifference the possibilitie" of such a 
trade. And when we find, as we do find, that 
the whole busine'>S of exporting cattle, to which 
we have devoted so much attention in the past, 
and which has so nearly reached a successful 
issne, is at this moment on the point of extinc­
tion, I hope the Government will not he turned 
aside from their duty by any political phrase, 
be it socialism or any other "ism," but that 
they will come forward as the Governments 
mf other countries are doing, and bring their 
influence and capital to hear in getting a better 
distribution of our meat and dairy prodnce in 
Great Britain. It may be asked in what way 
C!Ln this be done? Well, I believe there is no 
reason, no political principle, why the Govern­
ment should not borrow £500,000 towards the 
prosecution of this purpose. I admit that they 
will ha;-e to make due inquiry as to the exact 
channels in London in which that money can be 
expended, and into the particular method by 
which they can carry out their purpose, but 
once they have determined that, there is no 
reason why they should not borrow £500,000 in 
order to attain that object. Such a loan would 
be just as legitimate as any money ever borrowed 
for the construction of our rail ways. 'vV e build 
railways in order to develop the country, and if 
we go to London to borrow money in order to 
extend our meat industry we are making as real 
a contribution towards the development of 
Queensland as any line of railway ever did. If 
the Government want to know what guarantee 
~hey have for the repayment o£ money I would 
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remind them that we have got the meat and 
dairy fund, which returns £40,000 or £50,000 
a year, and is capable of paying, not only the 
interest on a loan of £500,000, but :tlso a large 
amount by way of redemption. But I submit 
that an undertaking of this kind is a national 
undertaking, and that it would be an altogether 
unfair proposal to saddle on any one class of the 
community the burden of such a loan, when the 
money is borrowed for an entirely national pur­
pose. I make no pretension to be a financial 
authority, but I have indicated the way in which 
I believe the thing can be done, and it is for the 
Government to consider the matter. "When we 
have a most important industry in a most critical 
position, the Government would not be doing 
their duty if they dicl not give their earnest 
attention to the matter. With regard to the 
Budget itself, it proceeds from a man who enjoys 
a reputation for successful finance second to no 
man in Australia, and I believe that we on this 
side are proud to sit behind and follow such a 
leader. 

Mr. STEW ART: I listened with very great 
interest to the speech of the hon. member for 
Dalby on the frozen meat trade, and I sympathise 
with every word he uttered, with this exception­
that he assumed that the Labour party, as a 
party, would be opposed to the State coming to 
the aid of the frozen meat industry in its present 
difficulty. He was completely in error in assum­
ing any such thing, and had no ground for his 
assumption. So far as I am concerned, when 
the Federation Enabling Bill was being discussed 
here, I distinctly stated that one of the benefits 
to be derived from federation was the establish­
ment of a federal export department, which 
would do the very thing proposed in the Financial 
Statement. I knew when I spoke the difficulty 
the frozen meat trade was in, and I saw then 
that that was the only method by which the 
difficulty could be overcome. I ad vacated 
the very system which is now proposed years 
ago, and I am quite confident that if this 
industry is to be rescued from its perilous position 
the State must intervene. The hon. member for 
Leichhardt informs me that this scheme was 
advocated on this side of the House years ago. 
There has been some talk about socialism in the 
House this evening. The Secretary for Public 
Instruction made some remarks upon it; and I 
was rather astonished to find that a gentleman 
who has discussed socialism more than any man 
in Queensland perhaps does not even yet under­
stand whao it is. After all his study and all his 
researches he seems to be utterly oblivious as to 
what socialism really is. It is not my business 
to instruct the hon. gentleman, even if I was 
able to do so ; but with regard to the pre­
sent propo.sal, I would say, that if it is not 
socialism it is not individualism. I sympa­
thise with the Government in the position 
in which they find themselves-in having even 
to propose to adopt a scheme which is on the 
face of it so plainly socialistic, after their cry at 
the recent general election. We were then told 
that the conflict was between socialism and 
individualism, and now we find the very men 
who rode into power on the individualistic cry 
compelled to throw that cry overboard and 
embrace socialism. I sympathise with them in 
feeling small. If I was placed in their position 
I should feel exceedingly small. The hon. mem­
ber for Dalby also made the broad charge against 
this side of the House that we are against the 
pastoral industry, that we have a vendetta 
against the pastoral industry. Speaking for 
myself, I utterly deny such a statement. If we 
come here and say that the pastoralists are not 
paying sufficient rent, is that a reason why it 
should he assumed that we have a quarrel with 
the pastoral industry ? 

Mr. LEAHY :~"Why don't you prove that state­
ment. 

Mr. STEW ART: I will come to that directly. 
But I ask are we not sent here commissioned by 
the pe•Jple to look after the country's interests? 
And if we think that the pastoralists ought to 
pay more rent, we should be failing in our duty 
if we did not say so. If the hon. member for 
Bulloo thinks they are paying too much rent, it 
is his business to prove it. 

Mr. LEAHY : I may do that yet. 
Mr. STEW ART: If the pastoralists of Queens­

land are not better men than the hon. member for 
Bulloo represented them to be in this House, I 
am sorry for them. 

Mr. LEAHY : What did I say about them? 
Mr. STJi~W ART: The hon. member said that 

their statements on certain subjects could not be 
relied upon ; that if we passed a law requiring 
them to report if their stock was diseased they 
would not comply with that law-that they 
would not tell the truth. 

Mr. LEAHY: I did not. 
Mr. STEW ART: If that is so we may ask 

whether they are telling the truth with regard to 
their rents. They say that their runs are not 
paying. 

iYir. LEAHY : I rise to make an explanation. 
I give a denial to what the hon. gentleman says. 
I never made that statement. 

Mr. STEW AR'r: The hon. memberfor Bulloo 
can explain what he said. 

Mr. LEAHY : That is more than you can do. 
Mr. S'I'E"\V _\.RT: Hansard is there, and every­

body can read it. With regard to the pastoral 
rents I am bound to say that I do not believe 
they pay sufficient. The runs on an average all 
over the colony pay a little over ,J:d. an acre, 
while the grazing farms pay l~d. an acre, or 
exactly six times more than the runs. I do 
not want the runs to pay as high rent as 
the grazing farms, but it would be fair that 
the runs on an average should pay at least 
half the amount paid by the grazing farms. We 
must remember that the grazing farmers are 
men with small capital, who presumedly cannot 
Wl•rk their holdings to the same advantage as the 
men with large capital, and instead of paying 
higher rent they ought to pay lower. The hon. 
member for Dalby says the grazing farmers have 
the pick of the country. I am not in a position 
to dispute that assertion, but I believe there are 
members who will say that it is not the case­
that the grazing farmers do not hold the best 
lands. On the face or it the pastoral tenants are 
not paying sufficiently high rents, and it is the 
duty of this Committee to take this matter into 
consideration, and see if some greater revenue 
cannot be derived from the public lands. I find that 
the total pastoral exports amount to£5,000,000 per 
annum, and that the rents of runs amount to about 
£340,000 a year, so that the gro•s proceeds of the 
runs amount to about fifteen or sixteen times the 
rental. That being the case, our claim that they 
should pay a larger rent is a fair one. vV e hear 
a great deal about the difficulties the pastoral 
industry is placed in. No doubt they, in 
common with every other class in the community, 
have been in difficulties during recent years, but 
we ought never to overlook this fact-and I do 
not think even the hon. member for Bulloo, who 
appears to hold a special brief for the pastoralists, 
will deny it-that the pastoral industry is largely 
over-capitalised owing to the gambling in runs in 
bygone years, and the colony is now asked to make 
up to those who hold mortgages over the runs for 
the stupidity of those who made bad bargains. 
I object to that on principle. I am willing 
to bear my own burdens, to bear the burdens of 
the hour, but I am not willing that the colony 
should be saddled with the mistakes committed 
by the gam:blers of . ten, fifteen, or twenty Years 
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ago. There is another reason why I think the 
land revenue is not so large as it ought to be. 
\Ve hf~ar continually complaints that people who 
desire to get grazing farn1s cannot get them. I 
do not ~now whether there is anything in those 
complmnts or not, bnt there ttre gentlemen round 
me re]Jresenting llltstoml conetituencies who say 
that there i", and I heard on one occa"ion that 
a large number of Vicoorian farmers CJme 
to Longreach anxious to select grozing farms, 
and remained till some lunds were thrown 
oper. Before anything could be done those 
lands were suddenly withdrawn, and those 
Victorittns had to go back disa ppointei. I do 
not think anything of that sort shoulrl be allowed 
to occur. \Ve have any quantity of land, and I 
do not see why any man who desires to get a 
grazing farm should not get it at once. I re.ctd 
in to-day's Cow·ier that there were no le" than 
419 appl~cants yesterday for thirty-eight grazing 
and agrrcultural farms on one portion of the 
Dttr!ing Downs. That showR that there is an· 
extensive demand for land, and the Government 
should strain every nerve to satisfy that demand. 
'l'here is a general impression abroad that the 
pastoral industry is opposed to the breaking 
up of rune, and to the settlement of grazing 
farmers adjacent to those rnns. I do not 
know whether there is any truth in that or 
not, but I know that the pastoral influence is 
predominant in the Cabinet, and the natural 
conclusion is that if these grazing farms are not 
available it iH because some influenc" is brought 
to bear on the Lands Department. The Secretary 
for Public Instruction sought to draw a com­
parison between the mining industry and the 
pastoral industry, and tried to show that, if the 
pastoral industry is called upon to pay more, the 
mining industry ought very much more to 
be called upon to pay something additional 
towards the revenue. But I do not con­
sider that the two industries are on all fours 
at all. The mining industry is a purely 
speculative onP. The man who puts £1,000, 
£5,000, or .£10,000 into the mining industry does 
not know whether he will evm· get a farthing out 
of it or not, while tlw man who puts the satnfl 
amount into the pastoral industry has a very 
fair chance of getting not onlv his own money 
back again but also nn incr<'ttRe. Of course "r 
know that in some instances pastoralists nnd 
grazing farmers are ruined, but I am taking 
the average. In mining it all depends upon 
whe~e a man speculates-he may speculate 
luckily or he may speculatE' unluckily. In 
some cases there have been lucky speculations, 
and where these lucky speculations have occurred 
the people who have benefited by them ought to 
contribute in fair measure towards the revenue. 
Some hon. members, even on this side, have ob­
jected to the dividend tax. Now, ifthPreisonething 
for which I give Sir Thomas Mcilwraith credit 
it is the imposition of that tax. Even if it was 
done in a kind of a pet, it was still one of the 
wisest things he ever did. vVe have a mine-I 
need not mention the name of it-but we know 
that the profits from it have been something 
phenomenal, and we know also that these profits 
are not spent in the colony. \V e !mow that some of 
the shar<'lholders of that mine are hobnobbin~< with 
the gentry, nobility, and royalty of Great Britain, 
while the miners at the mine are sweating at 
their work and inhaling poisonous gases and all 
the rest of it. \Ve have to protect these men's 
property while they are holding high jinks in the 
metropolis of Great Britain, and I say that if 
they spend their money out of the colony, and 
if we protect their property within the colony, 
they ought to contribute towards the revenue ; 
and if I was Treasurer, and had any hand in 
framing the Budget, they would have to pay a 
great deal more than they do. The hon. member 

for Fitzroy need not get agitated, as it will last 
his time, I have no doubt. 

An HoNOURABLE ::'IIEo!RER: He lives in the 
cr,lonv. 

Mr: STE\V ART: He ha' that advantage, and 
I am quite willing to concede that; but if those 
other gl'ntlernen lived in the colony and spent 
their money here, I would st.ill say that they 
should contribute towards the public revenue, 
but I would no~ be quite so r,nx,ious to impose a 
large tax upon them. \V e had a few general 
reflections from the Secretary for Public Instruc­
tion npnn the general question of taxation, but 
the only thing he told us about iG was that we 
should not levy more from the people than we 
actu3lly need. Anybody who has ever studied 
the question of taxation at all knows that ; 
any boy fresh from school will know it. But 
what the hon. gentlem'1n did not give us any 
information almnt-and it is the subject upon 
which we want information-is this : \Vhat are 
his ideas as to how taxation should be levied? 
Who ought to pay taxation, and what are the 
sources from which it should be derived? I do 
not wish to compliment the Premier of the 
colony any more, as some hon. members suggest, 
than I can help, but I am willing to give him 
credit for having, in 1890, enunciated a very clear 
principle upon ·the subject of taxation, with 
which I entirely agree-a common-sense principle, 
and one which I would be very glad to see the 
hon. gentleman put into operation. He said 
that the people who have the most ought to pay 
most_ \Yhy are we here collected together ns a 
State? Why do we associate with each other 
in a community? Is it not for the protection of 
life and property? \Vhy have we a Government, 
police, and courts of justice, and the whole 
social arrangement. Simply that our lives and 
properties n:lay be protected against each other 
and against aggression from outside. The taxes 
we pay are neither more nor less than so much 
insumnce money. \Vlwn I pay taxation I pay 
insurance money, and the State in return for the 
taxation I pay in,,nres me, so far as it can insure 
me, in the safe possession of my life and pro­
perty. I say, then, th>tt the man who has a great 
deal of property to protect ought to pay taxa­
tion in proportion. If you go to an insurance 
company to inAnre a house you pay upon the 
value of the property, and ,if !t is worth £1,000 
you pay m<Jre than if 1t IS worth merely 
£100. An insurance company does not levy 
a premium upon me for what I eat, drink, 
wear. or smoke. It acts upon an intelligent 
principle, and say"' "The greater the risk we 
take the larger the contribution you will have to 
make." That is not only a sensible but it is a 
fair, just, and reasonable method, and a sound 
buBines'' principle. The Treasurer prides him­
sdf upon conducting the affairs of this colony 
upon commercial principles, and here is a sound 
commel'Cial principle which I invite him to apply 
to the question of taxation. The Secretary for 
Public Instruction laboured very hard to show 
that the largest portion of our taxation does not 
necessarily come off the shoulders of the poorer 
classes, but he was not successful in his under­
taking. I take it that 90 per cent. of the people 
of the colony are upon an average well-dc.ing or 
ill-doing, whichever way you like to regard it, and 
that the remaining 10 per cent. represents what 
may be termed the middle and upper classes. 
The man earning £1,000 a year is not likely to 
smoke or to drink much more than the man 
earning .£2 a week, and even in the matter of 
wearing apparel he is not likely to spend a great 
deal more. So that I think the Secretary for 
Public Insti·uction failed entirely in his conten­
tinn on that score. Then, again, he said that 
people pay taxes to municipal councils and 
divisional boards. I am surprised that a gentle· 
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man of his experience and knowledge should 
make such a random assertion as that. There is 
a great difference betw<cen merely local taxation 
and State taxation. The taxation which peo~·le 
pay to local authorities is all expended in im· 
proving their own roads and their own properties. 
Every penny they levy is spent upon themselves 
again, and not only that, but the rates are 
endowed by the general taxpayer. I will not 
say whether that is a good or bad principle, but 
to call that taxation is to mislead. I am glad to 
see that the railway revenue is expanding, and I 
think that with wise land administration that 
revenue would expand much more rapidly in the 
future. I understand that on the Darling Downs 
there is a very large quantity of land along the 
railway lines which is entirely unoccupied, held 
against settlement by men who bought it years 
ago, and tha,t the producers on the Downs are 
away back from the railways. If the contrary 
were the c&se, if the prod ncers were settled along 
the railway line, the traffic would be materi9.lly 
increased, and our railways, instead of being a 
burden on the general taxpayer, would become a 
source of revenue. I think that is worthy of the 
serious attention of the Government, but there 
is one matter particularly I wish to refer to in 
connection with our railways. I find it takes 
£308 per mile to maintain the Southern railways, 
£270 per mile to maintain the Northern railways, 
and only £204 per mile is expended upon the 
Central rail ways-actually 50 per cent. less is 
spent on the Central lines than on the Southern. 
I travelled very recently between Rockhampton 
and Longreach, and was very nearly eeasick on 
that line, the train bumping and jumping along 
in a most extraordinary manner. The state of 
that line is simply disgraceful. I call the atten­
tion of the Government to that matter, and main­
tain that as the Centre contributes so largely to 
the revenue it is entitled to have its railways 
kept in good working condition. I could not 
help remarking the difference between the 
smooth travelling on the line from Maryborough 
to Brisbane and the very rough jolting on the 
Central line. I am glad to see that the Government 
propose to encourage the agricultural industry 
by the establishment of a college in the Southern 
division. I have no objection to that. Agri­
culture is an important industry, and will one 
day become our most importn,nt industry; but if 
the people of the South are entitled to proper 
instruction by means of a college, then those in 
the Central division are entitled to the same 
privilege. There may be some who think 
there is no farming done in the Central 
division, but I can assure hon. members that 
there is a very great deal of farming done 
there. VIe are entitled to an experimental farm 
there, where men can be taught by competent 
instructors, and can be shown how to grow most 
profitably the various crops. \Ve cannot concFal 
the fact that a large number of men engaged in 
farming know very little about it. Some are 
men who never did a great deal of farming until 
they came out here, and even those who have 
been farmers come to a country where the condi­
tions of climate and crops are entirely different 
to those which they have been accustomed to; 
they have to learn the whole business over again. 
I have no doubt in time that we in the Central 
district will grow a very large quantity of wheat 
and other crops, and fruit will be extensively 
grown there. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : And potatoes. 

Mr. STEW ART: Yes, and potatoes. I have 
seen as fine potatoes grown in the Central dis­
trict as I ever saw in my life; and if a proper 
system of irrigation is only e.tablished, there is 
nothing we cannot grow. Therefore, the Govern­
ment would only be doing what is right and just 

to the Central district in granting us a college or 
experimental farm. The subject of irrigation is 
one which the Government ought to take in hand. 
It is verv evident to me that that is what is 
"anted to make agriculture a success. I was 
informed by the Attorney-General the other day 
that I was only a newchum ; and if that is 
evident to a newchum, surely it must be apparent 
to those who have lived in the country for many 
years. I see by the Financial Statement that 
the sugar industry gave very handsome returns. 
The amounts receh'ed are divided so as to show 
how those concerned participated in the profits, 
and the result is so favourable that those of us 
who are opposed to coloured labour feel quite 
justified in asking for its abolition, as it is 
evident that the industry can now afford to pay 
white men white men's wages. Different mem­
bers of the Government who have spoken have 
said that it is their settled policy to do away 
with coloured labour, and, if they are sincere, now 
is the opportunity, as the necessity for kanakas 
no longer exists. I do not say that the kanakas 
should be all sent home at once, but further 
importation should be stopped, and the other5 
sent away as their terms expire. If the Govern­
ment rlo this I will believe they are in earnest; 
if not, I shall doubt their sincerity. From 
my point of view the only thing that can he 
said in favour of the FinanCial Statement is 
that it shows a surplus. U there is anything 
I hate it is to see expenditure exceed income, 
and the Treasurer is to be congratulated upon 
the fact that ever since he has occupied his 
present position he has tried to keep the expendi· 
ture within the income. For that he deserves to 
be thanked by the House. ·when we look at the 
record of deficits for previous years, we ought to 
be grateful that we are now living within our 
income, and I trust that Etate of things will 
continue. I think the expenditure has expanded 
more than is desirable. I know that even in bad 
times a large number of men are always anxious 
to obtain employment under the Government. 
They think that a State billet is the best, and 
possibly they are right ; bnt I am here to 
look after the interests of my constituents 
who have not State billets, and I object 
to men being employed by the State for 
the simple reason that we are financially 
in a fair position. I think the business of the 
State should be conducted as nearly aR possible 
on the sam;' lines as that of a company-upon 
commercial lines. Men should Le paid good 
wages for good work, and we must remember 
that the money which goes to pay Civil servants 
comes from men who in many casEs receive very 
small wages indeed. Even in the frozen meat 
industry, which was alluded to at such length by 
the hon. member for Dalby, the average wages 
for labourers runs from 318. to 33s. per week. 
Of course the State has nothing to do with that, 
but I do not find the State employing men at 
such small wages. In a very large number of 
cases the wages of the smaller paid employees 
have been raised, but I cannot say whether they 
were entitled to such increases or not. I 
woulrl'remark, however, that the purchasing power 
of money is continually increasing, and t'Je man 
who receives £150 a year now is as well off as the 
man who received £200 ten· years _ago. \Vith 
regard to the higher naid Civil servants, I see 
some of them have received increases of as much 
as £100 a year: I distinctly object to that, 
because I do not think th"y are entitled to it. 
Some of the sal~ries we pay are simply scanda­
lous. We have one official who receives £3,500 
a year, while the officer in the United States 
holding a similar position only receives £2,200, 
although there is a population there of 65,000,000 
as against our 450,000. I think some branches 
of the Civil Service are overmanned--
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The CHAIRMAN: I would remind the hon. 
member that a general discussion on the Esti­
mates is not now before the Committee, but the 
one vote upon which the debate on the ]'inancial 
Statement takes place. The hon. member will 
have an opportunity of discussing the salaries 
when they come before us. 

Mr. STEvV ART :I am sorry to have departed 
from the rules, but hon. members seem to have 
gone all round the ,;hop, and I naturally con­
cluded I wculd be allowed to say as much. I 
may not have another opportunity of giving my 
opinion upon these matters. 

The TREASURER : Yes, you will. 
:Mr. STEW AR'r: I was not aware of that. 

I thought that as the salary was fixed by Act of 
Parliament I could not refer to it. I would just 
suggest in closing that the Treasurer should 
review the incidence of taxation. It has been 
abundantly proved that the larger proportir,n of 
the revenue is taken from the pockets of 
the poorer members of the community. In 
fact, the whole exr•ense of government is 
defrayed from the Customs. The whole of 
the land revenue is used up in paying the 
deficiencies in the railway system, the tele­
·graphs, and the harbour system. Property might 
fairly be called upon to bear its share of the bur­
den. vVe have borrowed £30,000,000, and we 
have spent that money within the colony, and it 
has gone to increase the value of the propertv of 
every man who owns property in the colony: I 
believe that the freeholds which have been sold 
have realised about £7,500,000. Those freeholds 
are now valued at about £30,000,000. 

The •TREASURER : Would anyone take it at 
that price? 

Mr. STEW ART: Perhaps they are overvalued. 
"\Ve will say they are now worth not more than 
£20,000,000. That gives you a margin of 
£12,500,000, and that margin ought to pay some­
thing towards the revenue of the colony. 

The TREASURER : \Vhat about the interest 
earned on that money since it went into the Trea­
sury? 

Mr. STEW ART: Every farthing of the bor­
rowed money haR gone to increa.;e the value of 
that property. 

The TREASURER : Still it will not sell. 
Mr. STJ<}vVART: That is not our business. 

I know of properties in the neighbourhood of 
Rockhampton which are being held for the un­
earned increment. I know of one block of 500 
acres of as good agricultural land as there is in 
the neighbourh0od of Rockhampton, which is 
owned by a company, the members of which live 
in England. Agricultural land is much wanted 
there, but there is mme available. If that land 
was thrown open, it would be snatched up as 
eagerly as the land near vVarwick, of which we 
read in to-day's Courim·. Yet this land is held 
against the public. Men who hold land, instead 
of helping the colony along, are doing everything 
in their vower to keep it back. If they elect to 
play this dog-in-the·manger policy, they ought 
to be obliged to pay for the privilege. I am in 
favour of a land tax, and in ad vacating it, I am 
asking for the merest measure of justice. Is it 
not population that incre·;Ees the value of land? 
In some cases a man may, by his private enter­
prise, increase the value of land by £1 or £2 an 
acre, but that is about the limit to which priv;cte 
enterprise can go. But when population comes 
along, we find that land which was worth only 
.£1 an acre becomes worth £100, or £1,000, or it 
may be even £10,000 an acre, and some part of 
the value which people give to the land should 
come back to the people. 

The HOME SECRETARY : I paid £28 lOa. in 
stamp duty on one piece of land this week. 

Mr. STEvV ART : That is a very small item. 
I do not expect that the TreaRurer will adopt my 
ideas, but if he does not, I have not the slightest 
doubt that some future TrPnsurer will. 

The 'l'REASURER: Mr. Annear,-I move 
that you do now leave the chair, report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again. In doing so, I would 
like to intimate to the Committee that I believe 
it is the intention of both sideo to finish this 
debate to-morrow evening. I hope that hon. 
members will endeavour to do so, and let us get 
to business. 

Question put and passed ; and the Committee 
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at ten minutes to 11 
o'clock. 




