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1696 Salaries of Officers. [ASSEMBLY.] Petition. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 19 NOVEJIIBER, 1895. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITION. 
Mr. DRAKE presented a petition from 128 

licensed C[Lb proprietors and cabmen, suggesting 
certain amendments in the Brisbane Traffic Bill. 

Petition read and received. 



Formal Motion. [19 NovEMBER.] Oolton-Pialbu Railway. 1697 

RAILWAY FROM MAYNE TO 
ENOGGERA. 

Mr. DRAKE rose to give contingent notice 
that, on the motion being moved for the House 
to go in to committee to consider the pro posed 
gua~anteed railway from Mayne to Enoggera, he 
would move that the question be referred to a 
select committee. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot 
give notice of that, because the motion is set 
down for discussion to-day. 

Mr. DRAKE : It might not come on. 
The SPEAKER: Notice cannot be given for 

the same day on which the motion comes on for 
discussion; but if that motion is not reached, the 
notice will stand good. 

QUEBTIONS. 
PosT AND TELEGRAPH 0FI•'ICE, GAYNDAH. 

Mr. CADELL asked the Secretary for 
Works-

1. Is it his intention to proceed with the erection of 
the post and telegraph office at Gayndah? 

2. If so-'-when' 
The SECRETARY FOR WORKS (Hon. R. 

Philp) replied-
1. Yes. 
2. As soon as the necessary arrangements are conl­

pleted. 
SANDY CREEK (MACKAY) RAILWAY. 

Mr. CHATAWAY asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

I. Has the1·e been correspondence between the Com­
missioner for Rail ways and the general manager of the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company, Limited, of Sydney, 
with reference to the proposed line to Sandy Creek from 
the Racecourse on the lliackay line? 

2. Has the liinister for Railways any objection to lay 
that correspondence, or so much of it as refers to a 
promise of their freight to the department, on the table 
of the House ? 

3. Is it the intention of the il!inister to lay on the 
table of the House this session the plan, section, and 
book of reference of the proposed railway to Sandy 
Creek from the Racecourse on the :.1-Iaclcay line? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. R. Philp) replied-

!. Yes. 
2. No; and I now produce the correspondence bear­

ing on the subject. 
3. Not this session. 

ELECTORAL CLAIMS. 
Mr. CROSS asked the Colonial Secretary-
1. If he has issued instructions as to head teachers of 

provisional State schools attesting and signing electoral 
claims? 

2. If not, will he say whether the head teachers of 
provisional State schools eau attest and sign electoral 
claims? 

Tile COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. 
Tozer) replied-

1. No. 
2. My own opinion is that a teacher in charge of a 

provisional school is not a head teacher of a State 
school, and cannot thc1·efore attest electoral claims. 
The proposal to extend the powers of attestation to 
provisional school teachers was not accepted by this 
Chamber at the time of the passing of the amended 
Elections Act. 

FORMAL MOTION. 
The following formal motion was agreed to :­
BytheATTORNEY-GENERAL(Hon. T. J. 

Byrnes)-
That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself 

into a Committee of the \o'Vhole to consider the desir­
ableness of introducing the following Bills:-

1. A Bill to amend the Supreme Court Acts, 1867 to 
1893, and for other purposes. 

2. A Bill to amend the Succession and Probate Duties 
Act, 1892. 

3. A Bill to facilitate the recovery of wages by work­
men. 

1895-511! 

COLTON-PIALBA RAILWAY. 
CmrMITTEE. 

The SECRETARY FOR 
in moving-

RAILWAYS, 

1. That the House approves of the plan, section, and 
book of reference of the Pl'Oposed branch railway from 
Col ton to Pialba, in length 16 miles 47 chains, as laid 
upon the table or the IIouse on Wednesday, 13th 
November, 1895, to be constructed under the provisions 
of the Railways Guarantee Act of 1895. 

2. That the plan, section, and book of refeJ·ence be 
forwarded to the Legishtive Council for their approval, 
by message in the usual form-
said this was the commencement of a new era of 
railw,ty making. By an Act passed this se.ssion 
they now proposed· to build railways under a 
guarantee-the Government finding half the loss, 
should any arise, and the communities guaran­
teeing the line paying the other half. He hoped 
this would be the forerunner of a number of 
rail ways, because when the residents of a district 
were prepared. to sho IV their bona fides by guaran­
teeing the half of any loss that might :werue, 
Parli<tment was justified in assisting those com­
munitit'" to build the line if they could show any 
reasonable case. This line was one which he had 
every reason to believe would pay working 
expenses and interest on the money expended, 
He had received a report from the engineer of 
railways in the Maryborough district, Mr. 
Evans, who stated that fifty-tw" farms would 
come under the influence of the rail way. They had 
a total area of 55.i acres, and the crops included 
bananas, maize, oats, sugar-cane, and other pro­
ducts. If the line was made he believed that a 
considerably larger area would be put under 
cultivation, and that would help materially to 
make the line pay. Apart from that, he under­
stood that Pi alba was one of the finest watering­
places in tile colony, and would be taken 
advantage of by the residents of Maryborough, 
Gym pie, and Bundalwrg if the line was. made. 
The total length of the rail way was about 16 
miles, and the estimated cost was £43,000, which 
was equal to £2,600 a mile. The annual interest 
chan.;e would be £1,740, and there was a fair 
probability of the line paying. The inhabitants of 
the district said it would pay, and were prepared 
to backup that assuran:Je by pledging their land to 
pay half the amount of the loss of interest. There 
were several lun. members present who had 
visited the place and could sp,~ak from personal 
knowledge, and he was sorry that the Chairman 
could not leave the chair and speak in advocacy 
of the line, because there was not a man in the 
Chamber who knew more about it than he did. 
He hoped the Committee would pass the plans. 
Passing the plans did not mean building the 
rail way, becaus~, after the plans had been passed 
by both Honsb, a guarantee would have to be 
obtained from the local authorities interested to 
bectr half the loss. As soon as that was obtained 
the Govern me ut were prepared to go on with the 
building of the line, because he understood that 
the line ought to be built not later than thi~ time 
next year to get. the cane carried to the mill in 
Maryb<Jrough. He heard that there was a con­
siderable qtnntity of cane standing over to be 
c:>rted or punted to the mill, and it would not be 
his fault if the line was not pushed on as fast as 
possible, if the plans. were passed and the funds 
were furnished. 

Mr. POIYERS thought that as this was the 
fir;t rail way proposed under the Guarantee Act 
a little more information would have been given. 
\Vhen that Act was under consideration the ques­
tion arose as to what should be the benefited 
area, and wh:1t the Government might be liable 
for in connection with the gnarantee, and it was 
said that thil Chamber would protP.ct the people 
from any injustice in connection with the bene­
fited area, Under this there was a limit to the 
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amount of the guarantee. The local authority 
mmt show that the amount of its rates would be 
sufficient to cover the amount of the guarantee. 
That information, he supposed, would be afforded 
by the time they were a'ked to vote the money. 
The hon. member for Burrum, who represented 
the district, was in his place, and would no 
doubt be prepared to give information on matters 
of detail. 

Mr. MoRGAN: ·what is there to stop the local 
authority from lowering the rates? 

Mr. POWERS : It did not matter whether 
they did or not, because if they did the Com­
missioner could strike and collect a rate. But 
that need not trouble them in this case, because 
the Commissioner had made a more favourable 
report on it than on any rail way to be constructed 
without a guaruntee. He said that so far as he 
had been able to ascertain the traffic would 
be sufficient from the beginning to almost, 
if not quite cover the working and intereHt 
charge, amounting together to about £3,750. 
The Commissioner comidered that without any 
guarantee at all he should recommend this line, 
as it would pay interest and working ex:penses 
from the start. Pialba was the only seaside 
resort for a district which contained over 40,000 
people, and there was rr,ore farming there than 
in many districts which had obtained raihray 
communication. He thoroughly believed in what 
the Commissioner said as to its being a paying 
line, and they would be safe in building it. The 
protection afforded by the Act was sufficient, 
and the guarantee would have to be given before 
any tender wa"\ accepted. The oaly injustice 
that could be done was if the benefited area were 
made too large or too •mall ; but those matters 
were in the hands of the people themselves. 
This line would have been built in 1884 if a pri­
vate company had not agreed to do it, and it wa~ 
also one of those which was proposed to be built 
in 1890 without any guarantee. Now it was the 
fir~t line proposed under the Guarantee Act, and 
he did not think a better proposal could have 
been made in the intere<ts of the district or the 
colony. He had believed in the line from the 
first, and did not think there would be any diffi­
culty in getting Parliament to vote the money. 

The HoN. J. R. DICKSON did not think 
there would be any objection to the construction 
of this line, seeing that the people were willing 
to bear the bnrden of a guarantee for fourteen 
y6ars should any deficiency accrue in regard to 
the working ex:penses or the interest upon the cost 
of construction. He hoped all the ex:pectations 
that had been formed concerning the line would 
be f<1lfilled. ·with regard to the route, they 
would have to be satisfied with the assurances of 
those who were conversant with it, that it would 
afford the greatGst facilities to the greatest 
number of people. ·He was very sorry that the 
Premier was absent owing to ill-health, as he 
thought that before proceeding with these lines 
they ought to be satisfied as to the financial 
ability of the Government to cftrry them 
out. The mere fact of receiving a guarantee 
of 2 per cent. of interest would not find the 
means of construction. The capital necessary 
would have to be found by the Government 
just as if the line' were to be built upon the 
ordinary State principles. They had had nine 
lines before them, and now there were five 
more, which was a very comprehensive railway 
scheme. He was not disposed to cavil at it; 
but as a prudent business man he thought they 
should have had some assurance that the ways 
and means would be forthcoming, and that the 
Government would proceed with the lines as 
soon a' possible. He had no grounds for oppos­
ing this line, and believed it would fulfil expec­
tations. He knew the Secretary for Railways 

was sincere and in earnest in regard to these 
proposals, and hoped he would carry them out 
as soon as possible, also that the Treasurer 
would be able to show them that he had the 
necessary funds at his disposal. 

Mr. TOOTH : As the member representing 
the district through which this line would pass, 
he could assure hon. members that there was a 
fair and reasonable prospect of this line payin~ 
from the start, and that even if there were not 
the Government would be justified in accepting 
the guarantee of the divisional boards for any 
shortage in the income. As to the position of 
Pial ha as a seaside resort, not long ago it was 
described by a well-known Press writer as 
" pretty Pialba," and probably he could not 
have described it in more forcible language. At 
present there were eighty-five seaside residences, 
three large hotels, three boarding·houses, two 
stores, one bakery, one butcher's shop, three 
post offices, three schools, and last, but not 
leost, three churches, so that there was every 
provision made for making visitors comfortable. 
Every w~ek a large number of people went 
there from Saturday till Monday, and a,Iso upon 
public holidays. At Easter and Christmas he 
had counted from 1,600 to 2,000 people there. 
As a health resort he did not think it could be 
surpassed by any watering-place in the colony. 
Though it had the benefit of the ozone and sea 
breeze, it was protected from the bleak oceanic 
gales by the Great Sandy Islimd. At present it 
was visited by people from Maryborough, 
Gympie, Gayndah, Bundaberg, and even from 
the Darling Downs. To give some idea of the 
traffic, a c<)uple of years ago one of the bridges 
on the main road was washed away, and the 
board had to erect a temporary bridge there. 
They put a toll upon it, and they immediately 
got from the lessee £250 per annum, though the 
lessee had to find everything in connection with 
the collection of the toll. As a farming district, 
he might state that there was a scrub run­
ning parallel to the sea, and at an average 
distance of from one to four miles from 
the sea. That scrub contained from 11,000 
to 13,000 acres, the larger portion of which was 
really good agricultural land, and that portion of 
it which could not be classed as first-class agri­
cultural land was eminently suitable for fruit­
growing, and to that purpose a large portion of 
it would be put. There were ninety-two farmers 
settled there. They had taken up the land many 
years ago, and had been growing the ordinary 
heavy crops until they found themselves so 
hampered by the long land carriage to market 
that they have almost to abandon those crops 
and !)O in for lighter crops and for fruit and 
dairymg. A couple of years ago, understanding 
that a mill was to be erected there, many of 
them had gone in for cane-growing, and though 
some of them had to cart the cane 22 miles to 
Maryborough they found the cane far more 
profitable than other crops, and there was 
not the slightest doubt that cane would be 
the main crop grown there in the future. He 
was prepared to assert, from a certificate he 
held in his hand, that if the line was r~ady for 
the 1896 season 6,000 tons at the very least had 
been guaranteed by a few farmers there to be 
sent to the Maryborough sugar factory. Putting 
the freight on it at 2s. per ton, hon. ·members 
would sE'e that that would give a very fair 
return. The greater portion of the scrub was 
eminently fitted for sugar-growing, as it was 
absolutely free from floods, and almost entirely 
free from frost. He expected that within 
three years there woul<J be at least 2,000 acres 
there undE'r crop, which, at the low average for 
that district of 25 tons to the acre, would give 
50,000 tons of cane which must be brought over 
that line to the Maryborough sugar factory or 
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one of the other mills there, and at 2s. a ton that 
would give an income of £5,000 per annum. 

Mr. FISHER: What about a central mill at 
Pialba? 

Mr. TOOTH: The cane must go to Mary­
borough, for the reason that nobody would be 
idiotic enough to put up a central mill to 
manufacture sugar down there. The idea of 
small mills had now been pretty well exploded ; 
and it was admitted that in connection with 
sugar the profit must be looked for from the 
manufacture, and anyone prepared to manufacture 
sugar must be prepared to put up a mill costing 
anything from £50,000 to £150,000. The district 
was not suitable for a central mill, owing to the 
distance of permanent water from the cultivated 
land; and the Committ8e need not have the 
slightest notion that there would be a mill there. 
In the benefited area there were 20,000 acres 
under farming and grazing, with a capital value 
for rating purposes of £102,000. So far he had 
simply alluded to the line from :Yiaryborou;;-h to the 
seaside, but there was a f8r more concrete factor 
for making the line pay, looming in the future, 
in the extPnsion of the line for 2 or;{ miles to 
what was know as Urangan Point, where by the 
erection of a not very long jetty over a sand­
bank they could have a wharf in a channel 
from the main channel north and south, where 
there was a minimum depth of 3~ fathoms at 
low-water springs with a rise of over 10 feet, 
"With a very small outlay a wharf or jetty could 
be erected there, and be had not the slightest 
doubt it must come sooner or later, for the pur­
pose of shipping the Burrum coal if for no other 
purpose. At present the coal had to go up to 
Maryborough and then down the river for export, 
and if that proposal was carried out it would 
save a distance of about SO milE<; in the 
carriage of the coal foy export. The large mail 
steamers that now came in to the \Vhite Cliffs, 
in Hervey Bay, could come up to that wharf to 
discharge carg-o and load coal, and putting the 
traffic on last year'> export of 40,000 tons, and 
taking the railway carriage from HowarJ to that 
port that would give an income of £4,000 per 
annum. He did not think there was a district 
in the colony that contained so many elements 
that would go to ensure the success of a line. 
To sum up, there was a very fair resident 
passenger traffic, a large non-resident passenger 
trafFc, a very large excursion traffic, a fair general 
freight traffic, a fair dairy and agricultural 
produce traffic, a large sugar-cane traffic to the 
Maryborough milb ; there was also a probable 
timber traffic, and a large prospective ship­
ping coal traffic. The Burrum Board had not 
been blind in asking the Government to 
build the line under the guarantee system. 
They were perfectly certain that if the line were 
built next year, the first year's income from it 
would be over £4,000, and that estimate was 
based on statistics which they hau taken n g-reat 
deal of trouble to gather. 'rhe line was one of 
great moment to a large body of hard-working 
farmers, who had shown what they were m•de 
of by struggling on for years in the hope that 
the rail way would be built. It might be asked 
why the line should be brought under the 
guarantee principle ; why it should not be 
constructed by the Government? The reason 
was that two and a-half years ago thA Burrum 
Board approached the Government of which Sir 
Thomas Mcilwraith waq the head, and asked 
to have the line built under the Local \Vorks 
Loans Act, intimating that they were prepared 
to pay for the line in forty years. They were 
ready to build the rail way and take p~y­
ment in Treasury notes, but at that time Sir 
Thomas Mcilwraith did not think the proposal 
was practicable, and the board then came forward 
and offered to guarantee any ordin'1ry, reasonable 

interest if the Government would build the line. 
He believed this proposal was the outcome of 
that offer. The board were quite prepared 
to-morrow to execute the necessary bonds in 
connection with the guarantee, and he hoped the 
plans would be approved by the Committee. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said this 
was one of the railways contemplated when the 
Railways Guarantee Act was past'ed. By the 
Act it was provided that the plan, estimate, and 
book of reference of a propooed rail way should 
be transmitted to the guarantors for their con­
sideration and suggestions before they were sub­
mitted to Parliament, and he hoped that whoever 
might be in power next session would see that 
all that information was given to the local 
authorities. There were, however, three or four 
railways now before Parliament in which that 
could not be d<llle unles" the consideration of the 
phtns was held over till next session. To meet 
such cases section 7 of the Act provided that-

" For the purpose of avoiding delay in taking advan­
tage of the provbion of the Act, the plan, t'stimate and 
book of reference of a proposed raihvay mn.y, on the 
application of a local authority proposing to give 
the guarantee under this i.ct, be submitted to Parlia­
ment for approval before the guarantee is executed., 
Section 14 further provided that-

" Such resolution may, however, for the purpose of 
avoiding delay, be pa·~sed by both Houses of Parliament 
before the excf'utlon of such guarantee, but no action 
shall be taken tbereon if a poll is tal\:en and the 
majority of votes are not in favour of the giving of the 
gum·antee.'' 
That was the excuse for the Government bringing 
forward this line, and under the circumstances 
they were justified in talcing adv'1ntage of the 
urgency provisions of the Act. They proposed 
the line because if a railway was to be built from 
Cnlton to Pialba the route suggested was the 
best, and because the line was one which should 
he constructed under the Guarantee Act. In 
regard tu the remarks of the hon. member for 
Bulimba, he extremely regretted that the Trea- • 
smc·r was unable to be present that afternoon 
owing to illness, but he could say for him that he 
was prepared, as soon as those railways were 
disposed of, to submit his budget en those 
proposals, and the Cabinet were satisfied that 
the money would be forthcoming. The amount 
that would be asked for on the Loan Esti­
mates for the year would probably not exceed 
£300,000, and the Estimates would, he believed, 
be submit.ted to the Committee in a few days. 
The Treasurer had a! ways taken the view that 
the passing of the plans of a railway was the 
initial stage ; that after they were approved of 
hon. members would have to consider in Com­
mittee of vVays and Means what work~ the 
Government proposed to go on with at once this 
se"sion; and he thought that that view was also 
held by the hon. member for Maryhorc·mgh. 
\Vith regard to the rail way itself, he had never 
been favourably disposed towards the extension 
of lines from centres of population to watering 
places. He believed that the best thing for 
the colony at present was to extend our rail­
ways westward. By-and-by,. when they could 
afford it they could extend them to the seaside 
for the convenience and comfort of the inhabi­
tants of t.he larger towns. His opinions on that 
point were confirmed by their experience in con­
nection with such lines as those from Brisbane to 
Cleveland, from Brisbane to South port, and from 
Rockhampton to Emu Park. But in the present 
instance they had as guarantors one of the best­
managed lociLl authorities that he, as Colonial 
Secretary, had had the pleasure of dealing with, 
and one whose position was such as other boards 
in the colony might envy. 

At twenty minutes past 4 o'clock, a storm ren­
dering hearing almost impossible, the Chairman 
left the chair for ten minutes. 
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On resuming, 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY continued: 

He knew every inch of the country. For the 
first 11 miles the land wag ordinary coast 
country, but he believed it was coal country. 
From there to Pialba the land was occupied by 
farmers; it was good land and capable of settling 
a large population. Of course there was nothing 
in that to warrant building a rail way, even if 
guaranteed by the local authority; but of all the 
watering-places in" (tueeusland there was the 
most traffic to Pial ha in proportion to the popu­
lation of the surrounrling districts. He had 
information that the lessee of the tollbar on 
the bridge over Saltwater Creek had taken 

.as much as £8 per week during last year, 
and that represented 50,000 people passing 
along that road. Tbat gave some idea of the 
traffic. Pialba was somAwhat in the 8ame posi­
tion as Sandgate and Cleveland were to Brisbane 
some years ago, with this difference-that it was 
Maryborough's only watering-place, while there 
were several in the vicinity of Brisbane. The 
Maryborough district was a very thriving and 
important one, and no doubt the people looked 
for facilities for getting to the sea. For a con­
siderable time many people from Bundaberg 
would make use of Pialba, and even now it 'I' as 
nsed by many people in Gympie as a watering­
place, and would be more so but for the 
difficulty of making arrangements from Gympie 
for the necessary conveyances to take families 
to the sea,;ide. The traffic from Gyrnpie 
would no doubt be diverted in course of time, 
because Gym pie's natural port was Tewantin, so 
that that traflic could not be relied upon as per­
manent. He might mention that the Burrum 
Board, which had a ratable value of property 
of £200,000, was very well managed, and the 
long-headed men on that board, as well as on 
the Maryborough Municipal Council, would not 
guarantee such a proposal unless they were sure 

• it would be a success. He was not going to 
ent.er into rhapsodies over the line ; he did not 
believe in high-talutin statements about railways; 
but as a general principle, where there were long 
roads to maintain, it p"id in certain cases to 
make railways such as this, because the roads 
themselves cost much to maintain. He would 
vote for the line independent of the fact that he 
was the member fur Wide Bay, and although a 
great many of his constituents were interested in 
a line which might be considered an opposition 
line, because he believed there would be sufficient 
ordinary seaside traffic to ensure the line paying 
interest, and that if constructed the number of 
farmers would multiply. There was also the 
fact that much of the land was coal land, and if 
the line was extended a further distance of 5 
miles to deep water at U mngan Point, and a 
jetty or wharf was built, the largest ships could 
come there and load. That, however, was in the 
future. Independent altogRther of the fact that 
he was a member of the Government he should 
give the line his support on its merits. 

Mr. FISHER: The Maryborough people 
were to be congratulated on the energy they had 
shown in trying to get the guarantee principle 
incorporated in the Acts of this colony, and 
they had made out a very g0od case for the con­
struction of this line. Various arguments had 
been nsed in favour of the line, and some that 
were slightly against Maryborongh. The hon. 
member for Burrum and the Colonial Secretary 
had spoken of the probability of a port being estab­
lished ne:tr Pialba which would do more harm to 
Maryborough than any want of railway communi­
cation. It was not likely, if that argument was 
sound, that Maryborough was going to assist in its 
own suicide by ad Yocating a new port. As to the 
amount of coal likely to be raised in the dis­
trict, he did not think it would be much for 

years to come. Then, it was not a sound argu­
ment to say that the wholb of the cane would be 
carried over the line to the Maryborough mill, 
because, if the farmers there were successful in 
growing cane, they would be entitled to a cen­
tral mill. How conld anyone say that they 
should not have the same facilities afforded to 
them by the Government for the manufactnre of 
theit· sugar as other districts? 

Mr. LEAHY: They won't get a central mill if 
they get this line. 

Mr. FISHER saw nothing to justify that 
statement. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR RAILWAYS: They have 
never asked for a mill. 

Mr. FISHER: There had been an agitation 
for a mill of that kind, and various proposals had 
been made, though no application had been made 
to the Government. The sugar industry was the 
one that was likely to make the greatest progress 
in that direction, and a central mill would follow 
as a consequence of success in cane-growing. In con­
nection with the passenger traffic Gym pie had been 
spoken of :1,s a factor in making this line a success ; 
but Gym pie had a much nearer watering place 
at Noosa, which could be rr.ade available by a 
short line, so that the Gym pie passenger traffic 
to Pialba could not be counted on for any length 
of time. He thought that a good case had been 
made out for the construction of the line, though 
some of the arguments nsed in supporting the 
case were rather damaging than otherwise. 

Mr. CROSS said that, according to some hon. 
members who advocated the line, one of the 
great advantages would be that in the near future 
there might be a jetty constructed over a sand­
bank to an excellent channel showing 3~ fathoms 
at low water, where the largest ships could lie. 
Just imagine the JJfaryborourth Chronicle and the 
Wi-le Bay News getting hold of that as a reason 
why the line should be built. 

Mr. PoWERS: It has been known to them for 
the last twenty-five years. 

Mr. CROSS sairi the hon. member for Mary­
borongh could not consistently vote for the 
motion if there was any solidity in the reason, 
and he could not understand the attitude of the 
hon. member, If the Secretary for Railways 
were to put the plans of an extension from Cler­
mont to Blair Athol on the table, he would take 
the s:1,me attitude in regard to that as in regard 
to other railways. He held the Committee had 
no right to pass these rail way motions unless the 
proposals were thoroughly sifted. From his 
knowledge of the district, a pretty fair case had 
been made out for this line ; but it was not· every­
body who had been over the district, and the 
matter should have gone before a select com­
mittee. He fully expected that the leader of the 
Opposition would have forgotten for the time 
being that he was junior member for Mary­
borough and shown some com;istency in his 
policy by seeing that there was a select 
committee appointed. According to the Com­
missioner's report, the first 11 miles of tbe 
route ran through unoccupied and barren country, 
mostly wallum flats and grass-tree ridges; the 
soil thence improved, scrub la11ds being traversed 
from 12f miles to within half a mile of the ter­
minus. The whole length of the line waH only 
lG miles 47 chains from the junction; yet it was 
only after reaching the 12!t-mile peg that there 
was any decent land. As to the prospect of 
sugar-growing, he pointed ont that as soon as the 
supply of Australian sugar met the demand there 
would be stagnation and the growers would then 
be in no better position that the growers 
of maize. Tbe industry had already arrived 
at such a stage as to cause many persons 
to halt and seriously consider their position. 
The hon. member for Burrum had calculated 
that there would be so many thousand tons of 
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sugar-cane taken over this line at 2s. per ton, 
giving a revenue of .£4,000 a year. But 2s. per 
ton was a very serious item, and there was an 
indication that the price of cane would go so low 
that thay could not afford to pay that amount 
for carriage. 

Mr. TooTH : They cart it 22 miles and make 
it pay. 

Mr. CROSS : It was not the distance, but the 
cost. So far as the Maryborough people were 
concerned, no doubt there would be some who 
would avail themselves of this line to go to the 
seaside, and so save horseflesh and buggies, but 
genbrally speaking they were not in a state of 
wild enthusiasm about it ; and he did not alto­
gether agree with the statements of the Colonial 
Secretary in regard to Pialha as a seaport. 
There were many reasons why this line should 
have been referred to a select committee. An 
amendment to that effect could not be moved 
now, but he had anticipflted that the leader of 
the Opposition would have consistently carried 
out his policy in this direction, and given notice 
of his intention to move for a select committee. 
If a good case could be made out for the construc­
tion of this line, or any other, he would not 
oppose it, but there were other comiderations, 
one of which was, where was the money 
to come from? They should have information 
upon that point before any line was proposed, 
but the Government had commenced at the 
other end, and had gone in for a lot of railway 
construction without taking the Committee into 
their confidence as to how the money was to be 
found. The Colonial Secretary had informed 
them that the Government were satisfied; hub 
what was the Government or the Cabinet? It 
ought to be the :Bxecutive of Parliament, to carry 
out its resolutions, but the actual position was 
the reverse, and the Government were "imply 
the bosses of the House. If the Government 
were satisfied, somebody must have satisfied 
them. The Colonial Treasurer had satisfied his 
colleagues that he was able to get this money 
without any further loans, but he •hould satisfy 
the Committee also. It seemed as if hon. 
members outside the Cabinet could be done 
without, and the Government were depriving 
them of one of their highest functions-namely, 
that of saying where money should come from 
and how it should be spent. I'he Government 
were not treating hon. members fairly, and he 
should oppose this motion, and call for a division 
even if he sat by himself. 

Mr. LEAHY said he was one of a party who 
went to Pial ha a couple of months ago to inspect 
this line, and thought the Colonial Secretary had 
described the country very fairly. A great deal 
of the country about Pialba was actually under 
sugar-cane, and there was some excellent scrub 
there, some of which had been cleared and some 
not, which was admirably adapted to the growth 
of cane by small settlers. If there was any 
form of sugar-growing which should commend 
itself to the Committee, it was that which would 
be adopted there. The hon. members for Cler­
mont and Gym pie had said some of the remarks 
of the Colonial i:lecret.ary would raise opposition 
to this line amongst the Maryborough people, 
but that was a matter for the Maryborough 
people themselves. They were not committed to 
the line. This was only one of the preliminaries, 
and they had to approve of it afterwards by 
poll. Having inspected the route and gone into 
calculations as to the amount of passenger and 
cotne traffic, he believed the line would pay if 
cheaply constructed, as all their lines ought to be. 
He had been astonished to hear the hon. member 
for Clermont raise an objection as to where the 
money was coming from. The hon. member was 
a financier, and had a scheme for making money 
out of paper; and as the Government might be 

going to construct the line under hiB scheme, the 
hon. member paid himself but a. poor compli­
ment in raising such an objection. The hon. 
member for Gympie had said that there was no 
justificn,tion for an interjection he had made 
while the hon. member was speaking about the 
erection of a central mill at Pialba; but if, after 
the House passed the line on the understanding 
that the people there growing cane would carry 
it to Maryborough on the railway-and he and 
others had been told that they would by the 
people themselves-they took their cane to a 
central mill, they would be guilty of a breach of 
faith. They should be prepared to abide by the 
bargain they made, and if they were not he 
should feel it to be his duty, if he were in the 
House at the time, to oppose the line for such a 
departure from the terms made with the House. 
However, they were not committed to the line 
yet, and it was for the people themselves to 
determine, and with the coal lands they had 
there--

Mr. FISHER : There is no proof of the existence 
of coal there. 

Mr. LEAHY had already said that apart from 
the speculative future he believed the line would 
pay, but there was certainly a probability that 
coal would be got there, and those things should 
count for something in considering the merits of 
the line. He intended to support it. 

Mr. POWERS did not know that there was 
any condition in connection with the line, except 
the guarantee, and he knew nothing of a con­
dition that there should be no central mill. 

Mr. LEAHY : It might not be in the written 
contract. 

Mr. POWERS did not understand that there 
was any condition of the sort, and he thought 
that the more mills they had established there 
the better the railway would pay. That was 
the experience in the Isis Scrub. As to there 
being no coal in the district, he had been con­
nected with a company that bored for coal just 
where this line turned off, and they found as 
good coal there as any that had beim found in 
the district. 

.M:r FISHER: It is doubtful. 
Mr. PO\VERS : It was not doubtful unless 

bores were doubtful; if there was no coal there 
the bore had lied He put aside altogether the 
shipping of coal from Urangan, as people would 
send their coal the 8 miles to the Maryborough 
wharf rather than 22 miles to U rangan. The 
hrm. member for Burrum had no doubt been 
looking to the future in that matter, and when 
it was proposed the Maryborough people would 
have something to Ray about it. The hon. 
member for Clermont had asked why he did not 
move that that line should be referred to a select 
committeo, but he had asked for select com· 
mittees only upon those lines in connection with 
which there was a question as to whether they 
were going in the right direction. In this case 
there was no question as to the route, as the 
Government had selected the best route, and 
were taking the line through the centre of the 
district. 

Mr. FISHER: No doubt the district was a 
coal district ; but so far it had not been proved 
that there was a payable seam in that di.trict. 
The hon. member had referred to a company 
that had experimented there six or seven years 
ago; but he did not think that the result of 
their boring operations made it likely that they 
could successfully compete with the existing 
companies. No doubt there were coal seams at 
a greater depth than had yet been proved, and 
some years hence, with improved machinery 
and better facilities for shipping the coal, 
there might be a large coal product from 
the district. He did not think that coal 
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would be ship]Jed from any other port than Mary­
borough, and the coal-shipping facilities of 
Maryborough would stand that port in good 
stead for many years to come. He had been 
astonished at the argun1ent of the hon. member 
for Bullno that the people on that line should 
send their cane for all time, or until the railway 
paid, to Maryborough .. Ei'rom the hon. member's 
method of dealing with the border tax and other 
matters, he assumed that the hon. member did 
not believe that there should be any restrictions 
upon trade, and if the existence of the sugar 
farmers of that diotrict depended upon their 
having a central mill, it would be the duty of the 
hon. member to give them that mill rather than 
hold them to an agreement that would ruin them 
and benefit nubody. 

Mr. CROSS said the reasons given by the 
junior member for Maryborougb, summed up, 
simply amounted to this : That he asked for 
the appointment of select committees merely to 
decide the question of route. He thought the 
hon. member had a deeper and more significant 
reason than the merely local one as to which 
direction a railway should be taken. He was 
sorry that the hon. member for Bulloo referred 
to him, as two or three other members versisted 
in doing, as having any specific idea of turning 
out money by machinery, the same as was done 
at the Government Printing Office. Those who 
knew him gave him credit for more sense, and 
knowing that no money could be issued unless 
there was an exchangeable value behinci it. 

The CHAIRMAN : I would remind the hon. 
member that this is not a Committee of \Y ays 
and Means. The question before the Committee 
is the approval of a certain plan and book of 
reference, and I must ask hon. members to con­
fine themselves to that question. 

Mr. CROSS did intend to confine himself to 
the question, and was simply replying to some 
remarks which had been made in reference to 
himself. He was very sorry to have to vote 
against that rail way, but there was no other way 
in which he could enter his protest, and he must, 
therefore, take that course. 

Mr. CALLAN : In considering whether it 
was advisable to construct that milway, they 
should be guided to a great extent by their 
experience of rail ways to watering places in 
other parts of the colony. The Colonial Secre­
tary had laid great stress on the traffic there 
would be on that line from Maryborough, 
Gympie, Bnndaberg, and other places. Some 
years ago they constructed a line from Rock 
hampton to Emu Park, and he was then a very 
strong supporter of the railway. It went to the 
sole watering place for the 14,000 or 15,000 
people living in Rockhampton, the 4,000 or 5,000 
at Mount M organ, and for those living along the 
Central line, which extended 470 miles out west. 
In the remarks he was now making he was 
speaking to a certain extent againot the interests 
of his constituents. They had got their rail way, 
and he was sorry they ha,d, because it was a great 
loss to the country. The report of the Commis­
sioner showed that the re\enue from that railway 
for 1895 was £4,810, the expenditure £6,285, 
loss £1,475. The cost of the line was £164,061. 
Four per cent. nn that was £6,500 ; so that the 
loss for the year was about £b,OOO. It was said 
that there was a great deal of sugar land in the 
district which would be served by the line to 
Pialba, but it would cost a great deal to get 
the cane to the mills, and that would always 
be a drawback to that land as comnared with 
the sugar lands in the North, which· were close 
to mills. As for the guarantee, people wonld 
guarantee anything to get a railway to their back 
door, but hon. members had to look at the matter 
from a much broader standpoint th:m that of the 
interest of the people immediately concerned. 

He looked upon the guarantee as simply rot. It 
a guarantee was backed by men whose signature 
to a bond was worth a lot of money, it would be 
worthy of serious consideration, but after all the 
guarantee was only for four~een y~ars. He was 
not now speaking of the Pralba hne--he knew 
nothing at all a Lout it-but he was speaking of 
the general policy of the Government, or the 
general policy of the Secretary for Railways. 

The CHAIRMAN: I would remind the hon. 
gentleman that the general policy of the Govern­
ment is not now before the Committee, and I 
a;k him to confine his remarks to the question. 

Mr. CALLAN: Certainly. He always obeyed 
the ruling of the Chairman. This railway was 
one that should be very carefully considered 
before it was passed. Members should not be 
led away by the guarantee, as after all it was 
simply a question of spending the money of the 
peovle to build the railway. Personally he did 
not believe the line would pay. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Its cost will only 
be one-fourth that of the Emu Park railway. 

Mr. CALLAN: They had had railways before 
which they were told would cost a certain 
amount, but when they were finished they cost 
three or four times the original estimate, and 
they did not know that this railway could be 
built for the amount of the estimate. \Vhat 
about the Cairns Railway? Had they not seen 
those things over and over again? However, he 
left the matter in the hands of the House; he 
would not vote for the line. 

The HoN. B. D. MOEEHEAD thought the 
hon. gentleman had made out a very admirable 
case againot the Emu Park railway. He had 
shown clearly that in the interest of the tax­
payers it would be better to close that line until 
more people were inclined to make use of it. The 
hon. gentleman had not yet made any such pro­
position as that. Having got a line for the 
Central district which <lid not pay, the hon. gen­
tleman abused one which would pay, because the 
Emu Park line did not. They had the best 
authority--the Railway Commissioner-that the 
line would pay. That gentleman had made a repu­
tation, and had it to maintain, and he distinctly 
said that the line would pay interest aad working 
expenses. If they were to trust the railway 
expert, the condition of affairs w-as absolutely 
different to the Emu Park line. In the one case 
there was an admitted loss of a great many 
hundreds a year, and in the other the Govern­
ment hael submitted the line on the Commis­
sioner's representation that the estimates would 
be Lorne out by fact,, He could not see the 
analogy between that line and the one which the 
hon. gentleman de]'irecated so much, and which 
no doubt ;~,ould h;t;e received his strongest 
support bad he been in the House at the time it 
was proposed to be built. 

Mr. ARMSTllOKG differed from the hon. 
gentleman who had just sat down. The conten­
tion of the hon. member for ]'itzroy was that 
when the line to Emu Park was proposed it was 
strongly favoured because it would open np a 
seaside resort, and in the case before them too 
much stress was laid on the fact that the line 
would serve a similar purpose. He congratulated 
the hon. member for Fitzroy upon the candour 
with which he had spoken and upon bringing 
the exJ;erience the colony had had to bear upon this 
line. He could not help wondering why the hon. 
member for Maryborough, Mr. Powers, should not 
have followed his usual tactics, and asked for a 
select committee on the line. His only reason could 
be that he had the deep blue sea on one side of 
him and lYiaryborongh on the other. Had a 
select committee reported upon the line hon. 
members would have had much more imforma­
tion before them to enable them to come to a 
decision. He could quite understand the hon 
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gentleman having no doubts about that line, 
because his constituents would be so largely 
affected by it. From the information before 
them, and from his knowledge of the country, he 
could not understand how that hon. member 
could swallow that proposal and so strenuously 
oppose the construction of theN orthern line they 
had before them lately. From the Commis­
sioner's report the line went through 3 miles 
67 chains of good country only, and for that 
they were going to expend £40,000, which would 
probably amount to £50,000 b~fore they had 
finished. The hon. member who represented 
the district told them there was not the slightest 
probability of a private company establishing a 
mill in the district, and that the sugar-cane to 
be grown there would be taken along the railway. 
That was one of the strongest arguments thab 
could be adduced against the line. If it would 
not pay a private company to start a mill where 
there was a prospect of 13,000 acres of cane, 
which would yield 39,000 tons of sugar, it would 
never pay the Government to take their share of 
a guaranteed railway. It was very questionable 
whether the guarantee would be worth the paper 
it was written on. He did not doubt the 
bona fides of those who offered the guarantee; 
no doubt they honestly believed the line would 
pay, but was it not far more likely that the 
amount of money proposed to be spent could 
be much better expended in other directions 
and open up a larger area thnn would be opened 
up by the proposed line? There were 13,000 
acres of land available and ninety-two farmers, 
and the whole contention had been that the line 
would open up a seaside reRort for the richer 
people of Marybr•rough. It would to a certain 
extent enhance the value of private property in 
and around Pialba, and add a certain value to 
Maryborough property, but beyond that he 
could not see any good in it. If it would open 
up a large area of Crown land and make it 
available for settlement, he would be among the 
first to support the line, but as matters stood he 
could not support it. 

Mr. MORGAN must confess that the last 
few "peakers, who had broken the pleasant 
harmony of the earlier part of the afternoon, 
had a great deal of reason in the arguments they 
had advanced. That, of course, was one of th.; 
railways which was going to pay from the jump. 
In that respect it was not at all unique. They 
had heard of many railways, and p 1ssed many, 
that were going to pay from the jump, but which 
had never yet paid. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : The Killarney 
line. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Killarney line was one. 
But this line was unique in being the first guamn­
tee rail way proposed in the colony, and as such he 
thought it demanded a more extended considera­
tion than it would demand merely as a railway 
to connecG Maryborough with l'ialba. It seemed 
to be taken for granted that the Committee 
should offer very little opposition to rail ways 
that were to be backed by the guarantee of the 
local authorities concerned to the extent of 
half the possible loss ; but the State was a 
party to the bargain in that it had to undertake 
to find the other half of the possible loss; and it 
was within the range of probability that the 
State might have to find the lot. \Vould any­
body say that the Guarantee Act was a perfect 
measure? \Vould anybody assure him that the 
senior member for Fortitude V alley and the hon. 
member for W oolloongabba could not drive a 
coach-and-four through its provisions ? But 
there was a greater danger than that, and that 
was the force of political influence when a general 
election was approaching. He firml:y bslieved 
that if the local authorities interested m the five 
lines on the paper gave the guarantee, those who 

found it a bad thing would, before three years 
had passed, be agitating for the repeal of the 
Guarantee Act. They bad seen in the life of 
this Parliament the destruction of the bridge 
across the Brisbane River and the construction 
of another to be paid for by the people who used 
it by means of a toll. Half of the toll had dis­
appeared already, and the chances were that 
b~fore the end of another twelve months the 
whole would have disappeared, and the charge 
Parliament intended to place on the people 
using the bridge would be shifted from their 
shoulders to the shoulders of the general tax­
payer. It therefore behaved Parliament to give 
the fullest consideration to the first proposal to 
build a railway under the Guarantee Act. This 
was part of the railway' policy of the Govern­
ment, and they could not forg-et the fact that 
they had alrf'~dy sanctioned the construction of 
railways which would commit the colony to an 
expenditure of nearly £1,000,000. And by the 
five proposals under the Guarantee Act they 
were asked to make the country responsible for a 
further £200,000. That committed the country 
to an additional interest expenditure equal to 
£40,000 a year. 

The SJWRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They do not 
amount to £1,000,000 altogether. 

Mr. MORGAN: No doubt the hon. member 
believed so, but he preferred to take his own 
view from past experience. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: \Ve have detailed 
plans, which you did not have before. 

Mr. GRoo•r : \V e had detailed plans before. 
Mr. MORGAN said he would leave the 

general policy, and deYote his attention to the 
railway proposals in the batch now practically 
before Parliament. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member will 
not be in order in discussing the batch ; it will 
be necessary for him to confine his remarks to 
the proposal now before the Committee. 

Mr. MORGAN admitted that the Chairman 
was technically correct, but he would ag.>in 
remind hon. gentlemen on the Treasury benches 
that this was the first guarantee railway sub­
mitted. Of course, if the Chairman insisted on 
his ruling, other measures would have to be taken 
to raise· a general di·,,cussion. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. T. J. Byrnes): 
Why did you not raise the question on the 
Guarantee Bill? 

Mr. MORGAN was not going to wander over 
the details of each of the several lines in anticipa­
tion of any discussion that might take place on 
them; but he thought that on the first he had a 
right to allude to the general question of the 
guarantee. 

The CHAIRMAN : I rule that the hon. 
member will not be in order in speaking on the 
general question. The railway now under cbn­
sidHation is tbe line from Colton to Pialba, and 
the discussion must be on that line only. 

Mr. MORGAN: If he was to be restricted 
merely to the consideration of the advisability of 
building a line from Col ton to Pialba, and not 
allowed to go outside that question, he must pro­
tect himself by a motion which would give him 
power to say what he wi•hed to say. He did not 
propose to trench on the spirit of the Standing 
Order, but he wished to pay some attention to 
what the country would be committed to by the 
proposal. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: That you should 
do in the House, not in Committee. 

The CHAiltMAN: I am sure the hon mem­
ber will see that what he wishes to say was fully 
discussed on the second reading of the Bill for 
the construction of railways under the Railways 
Guarantee Act of 1895. I am sure the hon. 
member will see that he cannot discuss five pro­
posals under this resolution. 
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Mr. MOHGAN said he did not propose tu do 
so. But in discussing the line from Colton to 
Pialba they could not forget the fact that thPre 
were other proposals of a like nature to follow. 
He was not going to discuss them now, but 
he asked the Committee tu remember that 
those proposals represented an expenditure of 
£200,000, and that their construction would 
commit the country to the possible lnss of 
a very large sum of money per annum. That 
being so, they had a right to be well assured 
that any line offered to them for construction, 
even under the guarantee system, would be one 
that would offer a very good prospect of becoming 
payable, or at least not involve the Government 
or the guarantors in the payment of a consider· 
able sum annually. The greater the mm the 
guar::mtors were called upon to pay the greater 
would be the incPutive to action with the view of 
cr•mpelling Parliament to remove the burden. 
From the speeches of hon. members who knew 
this district, and the report of the Commissioner, 
there seemed to be very little doubt that this line 
would pay .immediately after its construction. 
But if this line was a line that would pay, 
it was essentially one that should be con­
structed by the Government without any 
guarantee, and the local authorities should not be 
asked to guarantee any possible loss, seeing 
that Parliament had cheerfully agreed to lines 
being built without any guarantee which 
the Commissioner said would not pay. That 
convinced him that this Parliament was not in a 
position to deal fairly with railway proposals 
involving the exper.diture of large sums of money. 
This line would pay, and yet they were going 
to ask the local authorities to guarantee half of 
any possible loss. ·where was the necessity for 
such a demand in this particular case? He 
could uot reconcile the action of the Government 
in this case with their action in previous cases. 
He was not making any allusion to the Mirani 
line. The Colonial Secretary, who was a very 
warm advocate of this line, spoke eloquently of 
the large amount of passenger traffic, and quoted 
the statistics of some tollbar-keeper on the 
Pialba road which went to show that the pas­
senger traffic equalled some 50,000 per ::mnum. 
The inference he wished the Committee· to draw 
was that the whole of this traffic would Le 
retained. Was that justified? 

The CoLONIAL SECRE'rARY : A great deal more 
than that. 

Mr. MOHGAN: He was sure that, even if the 
line were constructed, a great many of those 
people would still go by vehicles as they did 
now. They would go that way because there· 
was a good road, and if they had their own 
vehicles they would not submit to the discomfort 
of railway travelling. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : They would 
rather go by train than drive 22 miles on a hot 
day. 

Mr. M ORGAN admitted Pialba was equalled 
by no watering place, and that it was approached 
by a few, hut they could only judge what would 
happen in its case by asking what had happened 
in regard t·o other watering places. He believed 
the only line to a watering place in Queensland 
that paid was the Sandgate line, and there were 
three reasons why that line paid. The first was 
that there was an aggregation d population in 
the city convenient to Sandgate; the next was 
that it was only a short line ; and the third was 
that the fares WE're abnormally low. There was 
a large population not only in the city but all 
along the route and nt the seaside resort itself, 
and those conditions existed in no other case in 
the colony. They also had the painful fact that 
a-ll the other lines to watering places had utterly 
failed to pay interest and working expenses, but, 
notwithstanding that, they were asked to add 

another to their long list of non-paying lined. 
However much credence he was disposed to give 
to the testimony of the Colonial Secretary, and 
the leadPr of the Opposition, and the hon. mem­
ber for Burrum, he felt inclined to agree with 
the hon. member for Fitzroy that the line would 
not pay, in spite of the fact that this watering 
place was better than its rivals, and that there 
was an agricultural population settled in the 
immediate vicinity. They must have some regard 
to the extent of the agricultural settlement there. 
For more than three-quarters of the distance the 
line travelled through inferior country, and 
there was only a belt of 3 miles fit for agri­
cultural settlement, which -they were told was 
going to supply sufficient traffic in sugar-cane to 
make the line pay without the assistance of 
passenger traffic at all. 

Mr. 'fOOTH: It is 13 miles wide. 
Mr. MORGAN: He had been credibly 

informed that the width of the scrub at Pialba 
was nothing like 3 miles, but that was the 
distance from the point at which that wretchedly 
inferior country ceased, and the rather better 
country began, to the termina-l point. · 

The CoLO~IAL SECRETARY : It is very good 
land. 

Mr. MORGAN : He believed the scrub was 
excellent country, and would grow sugar for a 
time at lea.st-how long remained to be proved. 
It must not be assumed that, because they had a 
belt of country capable of producing sugar-cane 
immediately when denuded of its scrub, that that 
production would .soon uncheckedforan indefinite 
number nf years. There was no more striking ex· 
ample of the impoverished condition of country 
from sugar-growing to be found in Queensland than 
in the Maryborough district. Anybody travellit?g 
by rail in that district could see from the tmm 
remarkable evidences of worked-out soil once 
devoted to sugar-growing. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Where? 
Mr. MORGAN: On the Mary River, at 

Antigua. 
The COLONIAL SEOHETARY : l<'rost. 
Mr. MO .liGAN: The difference in latitude or in 

altitude between Antigua and Pialba was so very 
little that he feared that if the frost had proved 
ruinous at Antigua it would also prove ruinous 
at Pialba. He had no interest in opposing the 
line, but he pointed that out as a possible danger. 
If the line would pay-if it was so full of promise 
as had been said-it ought to be constructed at 
the expense of the State. He had no objection 
whatever to the guarantee, but It was the duty 
of the Committee to review the facts before they 
committed the country to the expenditure of the· 
money. 

An HoNOC:RABLE MEMBER: The guarantee is 
there. 

Mr. MORGAN : It was for only half the 
possible loss, and though it might be good for 
fourteen years, it might not be goorl for more 
than three, and "hen it failed, whether after one 
ye:u, three years, or fourteen years, the whole 
burden would fall upon the State. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: \Ve have only just 
passed the Act. 

Mr. MOHGAN: They had only just passed 
the Act, and he made bold to say that the people 
for whom those railways were being asked did 
not thoroughly understand what they were com­
mitting themselves to. Though there was good 
agricultural country at Pialba, there was always 
the danger of the soil working out to such a 
degree as to deprive the line of much of t~e t~affi.c 
from cane, which was held out as the duef JUSti­
fication for its construction. Then they must 
have regard for the fact that if sugar-growing 
was made to pay there, the next thing that would 
be asked for by the cane-growers of the district 
would be a central mill, and there was no 
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lawful reason why they should not extend to 
those pe0ple the provisions of the Sugar Works 
Guarantee Act if they· were prepared to pledge 
their lands as security in the usual way. The hon. 
member for Bulloo suggested that the establi"h­
ment of a central mill there to turn the cane into 
sugar on the spot would so reduce the tonnage 
of goods carried on the railway as to injure the 
Government security, and that would be a suffi­
cient justification for refusing to extend to the 
people of the district the provisions of the Sugar 
\Vorks Guarantee Act. If that was the position 
the Government intended to take up, it was 
right that the people of the district should at 
once be made thoroughly acquainted with the 
fact, and the Government should say now 
whether their choice was to be between a railway 
and a central mill, and whether th<>y could or 
could not have both. Those were pertinent 
matter~ to consider in deciding whether that 
line should or should not be constructed, but 
above and beyond all that they should have 
known before they were asked to give their 
attention to any of those rail ways, where the 
money was commg from. That was the first 
thing that should have been insisted upon by 
members on the front Opposition bench, and 
there was no excuse for their plain neglect of 
duty in that respect. They bad had no informa­
tion so far from the Secretary for .Railways on 
the subject. The Colonial Secretary in his 
speech had made two interesting statements 
which deserved to be taken note of, and he was 
surprised that they had not been taken notice of 
earlier in the debate. One was that, with those 
that had gone before, the railways now proposed 
embraced the whole of the Government railway 
proposals for the session. It was satisfactory at 
last to know that much. It was :mtisfactory to 
know that they had at last got to the bottom of 
the railway lucky·ba.g of the Ministry. The 
other statement was that the loan proposals 
to give effect to the r:dlways that had been 
and were to be approved would not exceed 
£500,000. That was for the remainder of the 
current financial year. They had already had 
submitted to them proposals for State railways 
involving an expenditure of over £1,000,000, and 
the guaranteed railways submitted would involve 
£200,000 more, so that they would have a total 
authorisation of nearly £1,250,000. From the 
fact that they were only to be asked to vote 
£500,000, he argued that a great many of the 
lines they bad been asked to consider would only 
be used as bunches of carrot,, to be held before 
the constituencies at the coming general election. 
That might be a vulgar way of putting it, but it 
was a short way, and he desired to economise 
time as much as possible. If those railways 
were not to be proceeded with during the cur­
rency of the present financial year, why had they 
not been left to the new Parliament to deal with? 
The information given on that railway, except 
by the member for the district, was most meagre, 
and he did not take the same favourable view of 
the prospects of the line as the bon. member for 
Maryborough and the Colonial Secretary. He 
was sorry that they harl not the means now of 
obtaining further information on the subject; 
but that was due to the late stage of the session at 
which the proposal had been brought down, and 
to the fact that many more proposals had been 
submitted than they anticipated would be sub­
mitted this session when they passed the Rail. 
ways Guarantee Act. He certainly never antici­
pated that a batch of five railways would be sub­
mittedsosoon,and he did not believetherebad been 
any call on the part of the people for the majority 
of the proposals now submitted. There bad 
been a call for this line and for the line from 
Allora to Hendon, but as for the others he 
doubted whether the people were in favour of 

their construction under the guarantee system. 
They had been asking for rail ways, but not for 
railways built at the expense of their own 
pockets, and he did not think it was wise that 
the plans of railways for which there had been no 
demand in the district should be submitted for 
approval under the guarantee system, as it did 
not follow that the passage of those plans would 
be followed by the necessary guarantee. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The line will 
not be built then. 

Mr. M ORGAN: Quite so; but it was possible 
that some of those railways for which they were 
now asking a guarantee, and for which a guar· 
antee would not be given, would on that account 
not be constructed for many years, while in the 
absence of those plans under the Guarantee Act 
the State might have stepped in and built the 
lines without any guarantee. The guarantee 
might not be given, but the passing of those 
plans would be held as a valid reason in future 
for not constructing those railways by the State, 
and he felt sure that m some of those districts 
the electors would see reason to regret the un· 
necessary haste that had been displayed, he 
presumed at the instance of the members repre­
senting the districts, in submitting plans for 
guaranteed railways which the people did not 
want. If a division was called for he would vote 
against that line, chiefly because they were not 
in possession of all the facts which ought to have 
been submitted to the Committee, and also 
because he did not think they had sufficient in­
formation from the Treasurer as to where the 
money was to come from. 

Mr. DRAKE thought the hon. member for 
\Varwick had been unfair to the leader of the 
Opposition and to the other members who were 
in the habit of sitting on the front Opposition 
bench. The hon. member charged them with 
not having from the first insisted upon knowing 
what money was available for the construction 
of railways, and where that money was to come 
from. If the hon. member would refer to 
Hansard he would find that upon the motion for 
the construction of the first railway proposed by 
the Government the leader of the Opposition, 
very early in his speech, asked that very ques· 
tion. 

Mr. M oRGAN : And did not get the informa­
tion. 

Mr. DRAKE : He did not get the information 
because he was not supported as he should have 
been. If he had been supported by members on 
the cross benches who opposed the Government, 
possibly he might have extorted that informa­
tion. He (Mr. Drake), who sat on the front 
Opposition bench by the courtesy of hon. mem­
bers on that side, bad tried to get that ~nforma­
tion, going so far as to say that if they could not 
get it he would vote against every railway 
brought forward by the Government. He voted 
against several other rail ways whenever an 
opportunity occurred, and if he had not made 
the same demand upon every occasion it was 
because he became tired of the constant reitera­
tion. The only other information they had 
been able to get was in consequence of pressure 
put upon the Government from outside. To· 
night they had been further told by the Colonial 
Secretary that £500,000 was to be asked for, and 
it was just as much the duty of the hon. member 
for Warwick, sitting on the cross benches, to 
extort the information from the Government as 
it was the duty of the leader of the Opposition. 
If the position taken up by the leader of the 
Opposition at the outset bad been supported by 
members of the Opposrtion generally and by 
members on the Government cross benches, he 
felt sure they would have been able to get the 
information they required. The Government by 
their snaky method of carrying through their 
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railway policy had got it through up to the 
eleventh rail way, and they had got it through in 
this way--

The CHAIRMAN: I think the hon. member 
should address his remarks to the question before 
the Committee. 'Ne are now considering the 
plans of a certain rail way, and not the general 
policy of the Gr,v~rnment. I am sure the hon. 
gentleman will see that he will only be in order 
in addressing himself to the railway before the 
Committee. 

Mr. DRAKE: As the hon. member for War­
wick had said, the Chairman was "technically" 
correct, but he (Mr. Drake) might possibly put 
himself in order by moving an amendment. The 
proposal before them was part of the railway 
policy of the Government, and the question was 
whether they should approve of that policy or 
not. 

The CHAIRMAN: A general discussion on 
the railway policy of the Government should 
take place when the Speaker is in the chair. The 
Committee is appointed for a certain purpose, 
and that purpose now is the consideration of the 
plans of the Col ton to Pialba railway. 

Mr. DRAKE said he intended to vote against 
the proposal, because it was part of the Govern­
ment policy, and the head of the Government 
had said that they had no railway policv; that 
rail way policies had been the curse and" ruin of 
the colony, and that a railway policy before an 
election simply meant bribery. That rail way 
was the first proposed under the guarantee 
system, and when entering upon -a new stage 
of the railway policy they should consider 
whether it was worthy of approval or not. He 
saw no reason why that line more than any other 
should be constructed under the guaranteesy."tem. 
He hoped they would never again see the House 
engaged on a hair-splitting discussion as to what 
was a main line and what a branch line. The 
object of introducing the Railways Guarantee 
Act was stated to be that it was only 
desirable to expend loan money on rail­
ways that would pay interest on the cost of 
construction, and in cases where the lines will 
not return interest on capital they should be 
constructed on the guarantee ptinciple. But 
they found now that proposals which the Commis­
sioner told them would pay interest were set 
down to be constructed as guaranteed railways, 
where as proposals which the Commissioner said 
would probably result in a loss were to be State 
works. That was directly going back upon all 
the arguments used at the time the Railways 
Guarantee Act was passed. That Act was 
simply passed in order that the State should be 
protected against non-paying railways. The 
Governro.ent now come to the House and wanted 
to establish a different rnle altogether. The esti­
mated cost of this line was £43,000, but before 
the _Hou~e . agreed to that work they should 
cons1der 1t m the same way as he said thev 
should consider every railway-namely, was that 
£43,000 available for that purpose; and if 
so, was that the best way, in the interests of the 
country, in which that money could be spent? 
Upon that they had no information whatever. 
They were asked to approve of the plans simply 
on the ground that it was desirable to build the 
rail way. If they adopted that principl_e they 
might easily be asked to vote for railways in­
volving an expenditure of untold millions. That 
all these lines would be carried out simul­
taneously ho thought no one believed, and a 
little information given by the Colonial Secre­
tary confirmed him in that opinion. The 
estimated expenditure on the railways already 
passed amounted to £780,000; on this batch, 
£177,000; in connection with sugar-mills, £500,000; 
the total being nearly £1,500,000. The hon. 
gentleman said they were to be asked on account 

of loan for £500,000, The members of the 
Government were business men, and they were 
not going to commence the construction of those 
lineA simultaneously. They knew that to com­
mence the construction of a rail way it was 
necessary to get a considerable amount of expen­
sive plant on the ground, and it would not pay 
to construct a very small section ; therefore, 
seeing that the money to be asked would 
not be sufficient for the whole, the in­
tention of the Government must be to go 
on with some and drop others; and when they 
had induced Parliament to sanction the plans of 
those fifteen railways, it would be in their power 
to say which they woulc' go on with and which 
they wvuld drop. He wished to know from the 
Secretary for Rail ways what knowledge he had 
with regard to the probability of the guarantee 
being forthcoming in connection with this rail­
way; also, whether those who were expected to 
be the guarantors had been consulted with regad 
to this particular railway, and whether the plans 
had been submitted to them? If not, the thing 
was a farce. If they could depend on the Com­
missioner's report that this line would pay from 
the start, he saw no reason why any local 
authority should be called upon to give a 
guarantee, and he felt disposed to move the 
omission of the words " to be constructed under 
the provisions of the Railways Guarantee Act 
of 1895." 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS said 
the plans had been brou~tht forward at the urgent 
request of the Burrum Divisional Board, who 
were prepared to guarantee the interest required. 
At one time they were prepared to guarantee 
4 per cent. on the cost of construction. The 
7th clause of the Railways Guara-ntee Act 
provided for the submission of the plans to 
the guarantors, but the Act had been in force 
onl v for about three weeks. All these things 
would be submitted to the ratepayers, and if the 
majority decided against giving the guarantee 
nothing more would be done. Even after the 
tender was let, it must receive the approval of 
the guarantors. He thought the ratepayers 
might be consideredamuch better selectcomn1ittee 
than any committee that could be appointed by that 
Chamber. They would be more careful, because 
to a certain extent they would be voting money out 
of their own pockets, and they would not guarantee 
a line that would not pay interest unlesR it would 
benefit their property. This line was quite 
different from the lines submitted previously, 
inasmuch as it was a branch line. The leader of 
the Oppmition contended that the Mirani to 
Cattle Creek line was a branch line, but that had 
been abandoned by the Government. If the 
ratepayers were certain that the line would pay 
without any guarantee, surely it was not asking 
too much to want them to give a guarantee. 
The G-overnment were not satisfied in asking 
Parliament to pass it without a guarantee. 

Mr. DRAKE : Why not, if the Commissioner 
says it will pay ? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: In 
his opinion there was very little doubt about the 
line paying. At any rate, the members for the 
district, who knew more about it than he did, 
said it would pay, and they would guarantee it if 
it did not; so that the Government were not 
justified in refusing to submit the plans after 
they had been urgently requested to <1o so. They 
had only a limited amount of money at their 
disposal, and could not build every line that 
hon. members wished. For the information of 
the hon. member for Enoggera, he might say 
that all these lines could not be finished in seven 
or eight months, but it was the intention of the 
Government to get on with them all as soon as 
possible. No GoYernment had ever rushed the 
plans of a lot of lines before the colony, and they 
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knew that money borrowed twelve years ago had 
not yet been spent. No district had wffered 
more than his own in that respect. The line 
from Townsville to Hughenden had paid 
.£250,000 profit, which had been spent on the 
harbour there. These plans had been brought 
forward at the urgent requte3t of the Burrum 
Divisional Board, and he hoped they would be 
passed without delay. 

Mr. DRAKE: 'rhe Secretary for Railways 
had said that those who consented would be the 
persons who paid, and, therefore, they might 
safely pass this line. He could not agree that 
those who consented would be those who paid, as 
it unfortunately happened that local authorities 
were sometimes represented by gentlemen who 
really were not the persons who paid. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR RAILWAYS : There must 
be a poll taken of the ratepayers. 

Mr. DRAKE : The local authority might be 
operated upon by a few wealthy landowners, 
and induced to consent to a proposal of this 
kind. Those who would have to pay would very 
often be small proprietors who would know 
nothing about the thing until they were called 
upon to pay to make up a deficiency. The 
provisions of this Guarantee Act were not 
thoroughly known yet, and a good many people 
did not understand that they were rendering 
their lands liable to be rated at 3d. in the .£1. 
·when the land tax of 1d. in the £1 was pro­
posed, people went almost off their heads with 
fright, but here was a proposal to render it liable 
to a tax of 3d. He could not agree with the 
Secretary for Railways that the members of a 
divisional board were the best committee to 
inquire into the bona fides of one of these lines. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I said rate­
payers. 

Mr. DRAKE did not think the ratepayers 
would be equivalent to a select committee, as 
they had uot the means of taking evidence and 
getting at the facts. He was sorry thi8 proposal 
had not been submitted to a select committee; 
in fact it would have been better if all these lines 
had been submitted to select committees. In 
the few instances in which railways had been %0 

submitted, the result had been beneficial, and in 
no case had any line been thrown out in con­
sequence of the report of a select committee. 

Mr. CHA'l'AWAY: The hon. member for 
Eno!l"gera said there would be a great danger in 
the Ignorance of landowners, especially small 
landowners, in regard to their responsibilities 
in these matters. That was not in accordance 
with the usual gag of the hon. member about 
trusting the people. He had yet to learn that 
small landowners were more ignorant than those 
whom the hon. member designated "the people," 
meaning those who did not own land, probably. 
But that was not the question before them, 
neither was the sincerity of the Government, 
up,m which the hon. member dwelt at some 
length. The question was whether they should 
approve of the plans of this line. It was not 
where the money was to come from; if it were, 
the leader of the Opposition would be found voting 
against the line, because he said he. wanted to 
know where the money was to come from before 
he voted for any line. He concluded that the 
hon. membe>r for Enog-gera did not understand 
the position of the leader of the Opposition. 
The line seemed to be very similar to one they 
had dealt with at some length. It went through 
a large amount of poor country, and it ran into 
"a pocket," further than which it could not go, 
because railways could not go into the sea. 
Just as in the case of a railway recently sub­
mitted to the House, it was urged that the line 
should not be built because private owners of 
property would benefit by it, and there was not 
a large quantity of Government land for sale. 

Mr. PoWERS : Y on have not looked at the 
plans. 

Mr. CHAT A \VAY was using the arguments 
used against the line. He was not saying what 
he believed at all, but was pointing out the 
unfortunate position in which the leader of the 
Opposition was placed, in being compelled to vote 
for a line, much against his will no doubt, that 
went through a large amount of very bad country 
and into a pocket that wa' privately owned 
With himself it was not an argument against the 
line that the land was held by private persons, 
but it was an argument for a guaranteed line, 
as the unearned increment, as it was called by 
members opposite, would go into the hands of the 
owners of the land. The pocket into which this 
line w:mld run was as good agricul turalland as any 
in the colony, and though one hon. member had said 
it was liable to frost, he could say that this year 
when all the cane on the Mary River had been abso­
lutely de,troyed by frost, in the Pialba scrub, 
wherethewarmairfrom the sea crossed them, cane 
was almost untouched by frost. He had not the 
slightest doubt that cane could be grown there 
profitably. In spite of the difliculties of transit, 
and they had been very great, the farmers there 
had been encouraged to grow it to a certain 
extent. They had had 300 or 400 tons carted by 
road; about 1,000 tons had been taken to Mary­
borough by sea, and there was about 1,000 tons 
standing in the fields. There might be from 100 
to 120 acres under cane, and there was an 
immense amount of land cleared and ready to be 
put under cane as soon as means of tran•port had 
been afforded. The leader of the Opposition, in 
saying that people there carried cane 22 miles to 
Maryborough, left it to be inferred that they did 
so profitably; but they did nothing of the sort, 
as it was absolutely impossible to carry cane that 
distance at a profit, and that was one of the 
reasons why, if those people chose to guarantee a 
rail way, the country should build it for them. 
So far as he could see, there were some 10,000 
acres of good scrub land there fit to grow cane, 
besides some 15,000 acres of very fair land that 
had already produced oats and other cereal crops. 
In Melbourne, if a fruiterer wanted to recom­
mend his bananas, he said, unfortunately, that 
they came, not from Queensland, but from Fiji; 
but if he wanted to recommend his oranges 
he said they were Queensland omnges, and that 
good name had been gained for the Queens­
land fruit by oranges grown on soil in the neigh­
bourhood of Maryborough similar to much of 
the soil in the Pi alba district. They were pro­
ducing oranges better than the Parramatta 
oranges and far better than those produced at 
Mildura, and he had no doubt that with facili­
ties for transport a very large trade would rapidly 
spring up. The Committee should not take into 
consideration the comparison made with Emu 
Park as a watering place because that line did 
not pay and was not likely to pay for some time 
to come. The hon. member for Fitzroy and 
some other members were against the line because 
it would help farmers. The hon. member for 
Clermont told them that it would only help a few 
small settlers. 

Mr. CROSS : I did not say anything of the 
kind. 

Mr. CALLAN : Neither did I. 
Mr. CHATAWAY noticed that hon. mem­

bers were much against any line that had any­
thing to do with farmers. He sympathised with 
the leader of the Opposition, who, since his 
conversion, had tried to show the Committee 
that a line which would benefit farmers, and 
especially sugar farmers, was a line that should 
not be built. If it was a line to benefit miners 
he had no doubt the hon. member for Fitzroy 
would snpport it. He supported the line himself 
because the farmers there by their industry and 
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enterprise were deserving of a line, and he could 
not imagine that those men in offering the guar­
antee had not sufficient brains to know what they 
were doing. 

Mr. POWERS said there was no occasion for 
what the hon. member had said about him at all, 
because he was prepared to dea,l with this line in 
just the same way as he had been prepared to 
deal with the other line to which the bun, mem­
ber had referred. Some hon. members seemed 
to be under a misapprehension with regard to 
the line. It was not the members for the dis­
trict but the Burrum Divisional Board that had 
forced the line and asked the Government to 
bring it on at once, so that they might have a 
chance of getting the line built. After the plan was 
passed, the question of constructing the railway 
under the guarantee system would be submitted 
to the ratepayers, and if they apprm·ed, the 
matter would then go before the Minister. He 
thought the Minister might have a,nswered the 
question as to whether the Burrum Board and 
the Maryborough Council proposed to join in the 
guarantee. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I have no 
official information on the subject. 

Mr. POWERS thought those two local 
authorities must join in the guarantee, so that 
there would be two sets of ratepayers who would 
have to express ttn opinion favourable to the 
railway before it could he constructed. The 
member for Fitzroy had referred to the fact that 
the Emu Park line did not pay, but it cost over 
.£160,000, while the Pialba railway would only 
cost £43,000. There was, therefore, a very great 
difference in the cost. Moreover, the working 
expenses of the Emu Park line were .£6,000 per 
annum, while the Commissioner estimated that 
the working expenses of the Pialba line would 
only amount to £2,000, so that even with the 
returns the hon. member quoted the proposed 
railway would pay handsomely. As to the argu­
ment of the hon. member for ·warwick that people 
would go down to Pialba with their horses and 
buggies just the same if the railway was built, 
he would point out that the distance was 21 
miles, "o that the whole journey would be 42 
miles, and feed for their horses would cost some­
thing even at Pialba. If the railway were con­
structed they would probably be able to get a 
return ticket for a, bout 3s. 6d., and in that case 
it was not likelY that they would travel such a 
distance by road. He would vote for the line, 
because he believed that it was one which would 
have to be made some day. There was a 
Government township not far from the terminus, 
and though a good deal of the best land had 
been sold, still half of it was unalienated. 
He would rather the line had gone from 
Maryburough, but then it would have had to 
cross Saltwater Creek, and it would have 
been a most expensive railway. He wanted 
to know where the money was to come from 
for this line, as well as for other railways which 
had been proposed, and he had done his best, 
without challenging the whole position of the 
Government, to get that information, but the 
pasRing of plans was an entirely different thing 
from voting the money. As to the argument 
that the line should have been referred to a select 
committee, it would have beEn folly for him to 
have proposed that, seeing that the Commis­
sioner had stated that the railway would pay 
from the jump, and he had the fullest informa­
tion on the subject; but if any other member 
had made such a proposal he would ha,ve sup­
ported it, as he would in the case of any other 
rail way. He was sure that if a committee had 
been appointed the evidence they would have 
obtained would have been such that the line 
would have been passed almost without dis­
cussion. 

Mr. TOOTH: It had been argued that, because 
that line would pass through a lot of barren 
country before it got to the good country, there­
fore it could not pay, but the first few miles of 
the Isis Junction railway passed through the 
most God-forsaken country a man ever set eyes 
on, yet it was the best paying line in the colony. 
He would also point out to the hon. member for 
Clermont that in the whole of the district which 
the proposed line would traverse there was not 
one kanaka or Chinaman employed, so that if 
the hon. member was sincere in his desire that 
sugar should be B'rown by white men he had 
now an opportumty of showing his sincerity by 
voting for that line. 

Mr. GRIMES was rather surprised at the 
opposition shown by hon. members opposite to 
the construction of this line, especially as it was 
to be built under the Railways Guarantee Act. 
If the Maryborough Council and the Hurrum 
Divisional Board were not prepared to give the 
necessary guarantee the line would not be con­
structed ; but knowing well the route the line 
would take, and the character of the land, he had 
no fear but that they would give the guarantee. 
Those who were promoting the line might court 
investigation, and the stricter the inquiry the 
more clearly would it be proved that the railway 
was one which 0ught to be built. In 1884 a line 
was projected in the same direction. It was then 
reckoned more a mineral line than one to en­
courage agriculture. A Bill was passed to enable 
a syndicate to construct the railway, and had it 
not been for the partial failure of that syndicate 
the line would have been built at that time. If 
the syndicate had not" taken the matter up, it 
would no doubb have been built by the Govern· 
ment without any guarantee. He would support 
the railway because it would open up a good deal 
of first-class agricultural land, and the settlers 
had shown, by their enterprise, perseverance, and 
patience in pushing on cultivation under great 
difficulties, that they were entitled to a railway, 
They were now carting their cane something like 
18 or 20 miles, and if they attempted to carry on 
cane-growing under those circumstances it was 
desirable to encourage them. The line also led 
to one of the best watering-places in the colony, 
so th:;t there would be considerable passenger 
traffic, and eventually it would be extended to 
deep water at Urangan, and be available for the 
exportation of coal. He intended to support the 
line heartily. 

Mr. PHILLIPS intended to support the 
passing of the plans, because the people in the 
district interested desired the construction of the 
line, and were prepared to show the faith that 
was in them by guaranteeing it. At the same 
time he was not satisfied that it would pay from 
the jump. The amount allowed for working 
expenses only gave one train per day each way, 
and he was quite sure that would not satisfy the 
requirements of the people visiting the watering· 
place, although it might suit the agriculturists. 
He regarded the proposal as a most interesting 
experiment, and one which might very well be 
carried out. The amount of money involved 
was not very large, and, apart from t.he con· 
venience which it would afford the agriculturists 
of the district, he realised the advantages of 
giving people living in a semi-tropical climate an 
opportunity of visiting the seaside. He was 
sure the people of JI/Iaryborough and Gympie 
would largely avail themselves of the line. 

Mr. CROSS did not think the member for 
Carpentaria had any proof that the people 
desired the line, or were anxious to guarantee it. 
The Secretary for Railways had given by no 
means a satisfactory answer in reference to the 
guarantee of the line. The people of Mary­
borough had not taken a very lively interest in 
it, and he very much doubted whether they 
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would, on a vote, accept any share of the guaran­
tee. He did not believe they would g-ive a 
guarantee for the sake of having a 3s. 6d. journey 
to Pialba. The hon. member said if he (Mr. 
Cross) was anxious to see cane grown by 
white labour he would vote for the line, 
but it was questionable whether the farmers 
would be as~isted by having to bear the addi­
tional burden of .£40,000 a year in interest 
involved in the Government railway proposals. 
In the report of the evidence taken by the Sugar 
Commission in 1889, a farmer near Pialba, named 
Anthony Anderson, stated that a central mill 
was the only thing they wanted to assist them. 
Now one of the arguments of the hon. member 
for Burrum was that a large amount of cane 
would be sent over the line to Maryborough, but 
there was that statement that they wanted a 
central mill. Another witness said they got a 
total of 12s. a ton for their cane. That was 
seven years ago, but he doubted whether they 
were getting more than 9s. now. If the railway 
was constructed, the farmers would have to pay 
2s. a ton railage on their cane, thus reducing the 
price to 7s., and it appeared to him that what the 
farmers wanted was not a railway hut a central 
mill. It was not likely if that railway was con­
structed that the Government w0uld pay from 
£21,000 to £40,000 for a central mill, and thus 
deprive the railway of £4,000 worth of freight. 
And the member for Burrum was perfectly right 
when he said that if the railway was constructed 
the farmers would never get a central mill. 
Then, again, the member for Burrum, who had 
been thrice mayor of Maryborough, had given 
them no information as to whether the municipal 
council was willing to accept any share of the 
guarantee, and before they had information of 
that nature they were not in a position to come 
to a fair conclusion in reference to the proposal. 

Mr. BELL thought there were three features 
of the discussion that might be considered as 
matters for regret ; first, that the exigencies of 
the Chairman's position compelled him to remain 
silent while a railway he earnestly desired to see 
eonstructed was before the Committee ; second, 
that the discussion was :.]most entirely out of 
order, inasmuch a• it was one that should have 
taken place with Mr. Speaker in the chair; and 
third, the Railways Guarantee Act had been 
discussed as if it were now under consideration, 
although it had lately become law. On a pro­
posal to build a line under the Guarantee Act 
they were entitled to proceed on the assumption 
that the principles of that Act were the law of 
the land, and it was not becoming to treat it 
otherwise. Having travelled over the greater 
part of the proposed line, he had come to the con­
clusion that it would be an extraordinary thing to 
decline to permit it to be constructed, seeing that 
there was a watering place at one end, with anum­
ber of farmers in the locality, and a populous town 
at the other end, and the people at both places 
were prepared to give the necessary guarantee. 
The hon. member for Fitzroy showed ·unwonted 
energy in opposing the lines, and pointed to the 
Emu Park line in his own district as an awful 
example. But there was no analogy between 
the two. The Emu Park line was built when 
the cost of railway construction was excessh·e, 
and it was purely a passenger line, while the 
line now proposed would open up great possi­
bilities in commercial development. Any hon. 
member who was disposed to oppose the line 
because of th8 comparison made by the hon. mem­
berfor Fitzroy would be doing a thorough injustice 
to the settlers at Pialba. He was sorry that 
upon such an interesting occasion as a discussion 
on the first rail way proposal under the guarantee 
system there should have been sech a departurR 
from the merits of the line itself. Very little 
had been said as to whether the line would pay 

or not, but what little had been said pointed to 
the ·conclusion that it would pay 

Mr. MoRGAN : Then why not build it as a 
State line 1 

Mr. BELL: If the people were prepared to 
guarantee that the line would pay, why not 
accept that guarantee? If they could get all the 
lines in the colony built on the guarantee plan, 
surely they would do so! He hoped every line 
to be built on the guarantee principle would be 
as good, as sound, and as profitable as he 
earnestly believed the line to Pialba would be. 

Mr. McMASTER expressed his surprise at 
the opposition shown by the other sidP, particu­
larly by the hon. member for Enoggera and the 
hon. member for Clermont. The latter stated 
just now that the Government had received no 
guarantee, and asked how the Government knew 
that the settlers were prepared to give the 
guarantee 1 By opposing- the resolution h~ ';ras 
preventing the Government from ascertamrog 
what he wanted to know. Immediately the 
plans were adopted the local authorities in­
terested would take a poll. Why should they 
go to the trouble and expense of taking a 
poll not knowing whether the Government 
would bring the plans forward or not ? If 
the hon. member for Enoggem and the hon. 
member for Clermont were iu earnest they ought 
not to oppose this line. They were informed 
that there was a very great quantity of sugar 
grown in the district, and that a great deal of 
land was waiting to be planted. They were also 
told that the cane was all grown by white labour; 
that there was not a single black man employed 
in the district. If those hon. members were in 
earnest in wishing to do away with black labour 
they should support this line, and give the white 
farmers an opportunity of growingcane r:rofitably. 
The fact was that they wPre not anxrous to do 
away with _black labour, or else they were only 
quibbling over this line. As to the pas•enger 
traffic oB this line, if an hon. member would take 
a trip to Sandgate on a Saturd';'Y afternoon or a 
holiday he would see the workmg classes there 
by the thousand, and there was no doubt that 
they would use this proposed line in the same 
manner. The hnn. member for Clermont had 
been iu a difficulty the whole evening in trying 
to find fault with this line, and his only reason 
was that the line had been brought in by the 
Government. Like the hon. member for Dalby 
he was very sorry that the duties of the Chair­
man did not permit him to spe,k, as that gentle­
man would be well able to show that there was a 
necessity for this line. 

Mr. HARDACRE said hon. members on his 
side were at a disadvantage in knowing so little 
about the prospects of this line paying, and of the 
locality through which i~ wa;s l'>ropo~ed .to be 
built. There was very !rttle mformatwn m the 
report of the Commissioner, and he had no 
evidence to induce him to vote for the line. Apart 
from that there were several serious reasons for 
voting against this and other lines, the chief one 
being that they would be giving the Government 
power which they had no right to have at the 
end of' the last session of the Parliament, to go to 
the country and obtain votes by the promises of 
railways. Parliament had given them a very 
large power to bribe the constituencies to return 
them to power again. It had become almost 
notorious that this was a railway bribe for the 
next election. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member is not 
in order. The question before the Committee is 
the approval of these plans and sections of the 
branch line from Colton to Pmlba, and the 
hon. member must confine his remarks to that 
question. 
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Mr. HAR DACRE : He was dealing with that 
line as well as others, and thought he was ·per­
fectly right in gi\ing his reasons to the Corn­
mittee. 

The CHAIR:\'IAN: The hon. member will be 
quite in order in referring to the, question before 
the Committee, but I must tell him again that 
he will not be in order in referring- to other rail­
ways which have to come on for discussion. 

Mr. HARDACRE said hA was referring to 
this--

The CHAIRMAN: Perhaps the hon. mem­
ber has not heard the question. I will state it 
again. 

Question stated. 
Mr. HARDACRE said his argument applied 

to the Pialba railway. It was one of those rail­
ways which would give the Government the 
power to go to the constituencies and bribe them 
to vote for them. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member is not 
in order in making use of the language he is now 
using. I tell him for the last time he must 
confine his remarks to the question before the 
Committee. 

Mr. HARDACRE submitted that he was 
dealing with the question. The Government 
knew some of these lines would not be gone on 
with. Former Governments had done the same 
thing, particularly the Government which passeci 
the £10,000,000 loan, and he was not going to 
assist in following that course. In addition to 
the guarantee, he held that there should have 
been some recognition of the betterment 
principle, under which all railways should be 
constructed. They had the statement from the 
Commissioner that the railway would un­
doubtedly increase the value of the freehold 
property in the district. The Railways Guaran­
tee Act was simply a bastard copy of the New 
Zealand Betterment Act. It carefully left out 
the principle which provided that the increased 
value to lands, which the construction of a line 
brought about, should be repaid to the Com­
missioner, and which would help to make it a 
remunerative railway to build. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : What has this got 
to do with the route ? 

The CHAIRMAN : I am sure the hon. 
member will see that hio remarks are not rele­
vant to the question before the Committee. He 
is now making a speech which should have been 
made when the Bill to which he refers was before 
the House. 

Mr. HARDACl'tE was not going to dwell 
upon that. He would not give his sanction to 
any lines but those which were urgently required. 
That was the position which he had taken up 
from the first, and, though he had no special 
objection to this line, he objected to give those 
people the power they were asking on the infor­
mation before the Committee, and because the 
proposal did not emhody the betterment prin­
ciple, which should be embodied in all milway 
proposals. ' 

Mr. DANIELS said the hon. member was 
very much concerned about building railways 
where they were not wanted ; but, if this line 
was not wanted, how was it that the people 
were willing to guarantee it? When they 
guaranteed half the interest it was a sure sign 
that they thought the railway would pay. He 
would SU!Jport other railways that had been 
submitted if they bad been guaranteed, and he 
was going to support this line. The hon. mem­
ber for Carpentaria asserted that the Crnnmis­
sioner's estimate was wrong, and that the line 
would rPquire more than one train per day. If 
that was so, the line should pay even better 
than the Commissioner'" report said it would. 
There was not the slightest doubt that the 
central mill would be wanted in the district 

as well as the railway, and it was very likely 
it would come, too. Some 1hon. members had 
been much concerned because they did not know 
whether the divisional board and the Mary­
borough Council were willing to give the guaran­
tee. They need not be a bit concernerl about 
that, because if they were not willing to give the 
guarantee the line would not be built. He liked 
the guarantee principle right through; and it 
would save the House being peste~ed with rail­
way demands from all over the colony. If r.o 
guarantee was required, everybody would come 
there with a petition for a railway, and in the 
case of every one they would be able to ~how on 
paper that the line, if built, would pay from 10 
to 15 per cent.; and if thPy were asked to guaran­
tee 2 per cent. they would quickly draw in their 
.horns and their lines. They had passed the 
Guarantee Act, and wherever the people of a 
district were willing to guarantee the payment of 
2 per cent. on a line they should have it, and he 
did not think any railway ought to be built unless 
it was guaranteed. 

Mr. GROOM sympathised with the Chairman, 
as a member for the district, in being unable 
from his position to get up and speak upon this 
proposal. He (Mr. Groom) had been over the 
district to be traversed by this line, and he had 
had personal intercourse with the farmers at the 
Pialba end of the line, and with some who were 
intermediate, and a finer lot of colonists did not 
exist in any part of Queensland. From what he 
had heard of their early otruggles from them­
se! ves he harl promised that he would help them 
in any way he could if any matter connected 
with their welfare came before the Chamber. 
When he was in the district the great body of 
the people said that their future prosperity as 
farmers and sugar-cane growers depended entirely 
upon a sugar-mill being erected in their midst, 
and in order to get the sugar-mill they undertook 
to sign a contract that they would grow cane 
entirely by white labour. They made out as 
strong- a case for a central sugar-mill as any of 
the sugar-cane growers who came before the 
Sugar Commission in 1889, but he understood 
that it wa~ part of the contract that if this 
railway was built those farmers were not to get 
a sugar-mill. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Who made 
the contract? 

Mr. GROOM: It was stated in the news­
papers that such a contract had been made, and 
he believed he was correct in saying that the 
hon. member for Bm-rum had written a letter 
to Mr. Crn·ser informing him that a contract had 
been entered into by which the sugar-planters 
at Pialba were to send their cane for a given 
number of years to a factory in Mary borough. 
If that was so, tho8e farmers were placed at a 
certain disadvantage, because they would be 
heavily handicapped by the long carriage to Mary­
borough. He was not so sanguine as the Commis­
sioner as to that being a paying line from thejurnp. 
Still it would he a great stimulus to the farming 
industry in the Pialha district, and eventually 
prove a paying line, and as the people were pre­
pm·rd to guarantee 2 per cent. on the cost of con­
struction he was prepared to vote for the railway. 
But he should not like it to be understood that 
the farmers were to be bonnd by a contract, 
written or otherwisP, to forego the privileges of 
the Sugar IN orks Guarantee Act if the railway 
were constructed. He hoped the Minister would 
assure the Committee that such would not be the 
case, as there were sever~! members on that side 
who were not hostile to the railway but did not 
like that aspect of the question, ' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS had 
no knowledge of any agreement made between 
the people of Maryborough and the cane-growers 
at Pialba, that in the event of that line being 
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constructed a sugar-mill should not be erected at 
Pialba. No application had come before him, as 
the Minister administering the Sugar \Vorks 
Guarantee Act for a mill, but the application 
had been made for this railway. 'When api•lica­
tion was made for a sugar-mill it would be dealt 
with on its merits. If there were 13,000 acres of 
good sugar land in the district there was ample 
room for three or four large mills, and if a mill 
was erected they would be in a much better 
position to benefit by the railway. There were 
now three mills in the Isis Scrub. Before the 
mills were erected there was no traffic. The 
mills had caused traffic, and the same thing 
would probably take place at Pialba. No doubt 
they would get a mill there by-and-by, but in the 
meantime the Committee might fairly discuss 
this rail way on its merits. A good case had been 
made out for its construction, especially under 
the Railways Guarantee Act. The people were 
most anxious to get the rail way finished before 
the next crushing season, and if the plans were 
not passed now the matter would have to be 
po•tponed for twelve months. He believed there 
was sufficient land at Pialba for a guarantee for 
the railway, but failing that he believed from 
what he had heard from Maryborough, though 
he had no official information on the subject, 
that the Maryborough Council would make up 
the difference. They had now discussed the 
railway for several hours, i~ had been before the 
country for the last ten years, and they had as 
much information about it as they had bad about 
railways that had been before the Committee. 
He "hoped that they would come to a decision on 
the subject, and deal with it on its merits. 

Mr. SMYTH intended to vote against the 
line. He had never favoured the guarantee 
principle, as his experience was that the 
guarantor generally had to pay, and he looked 
upon the Railways Guarantee Act as a measure 
that would be made use of by persons who had 
a certain amount of land to dispose of. They 
would work up a railway proposal to concert 
pitch, perhaps pay the rate for the first twelve 
months, and then work up a land sale with the 
assistance of a little champagne or whisky, get 
rid of their property, and leave the persons 
who came after them to pay the guarantee. 
There were four other guaranteed lines coming 
on, and he would vote against every one of them. 
Instead of building a railway to Pialba, it would 
be far better to put up a go0d mill, which would 
serve the interests of the people better, because, 
instead of sending fifteen tons of sugar-cane to 
Maryborough, they would then only require to 
send one ton of sugar. It had been said the 
Gym pie people would use this line, but that town 
had a watering place of its own, and was not 
dependent. upon Pialba. The Gympie people 
could get to their watering place at N oosa, 22 
miles by rail and 10 miles by road ; they harl in­
vested their money there, and had no intention 
of travelling !lO miles to Pialba. This line 
was proposed simply in the interests of a few 
laNdowners who wanted to sell their land or 
wines and spirits at Phtlba. He did not believe 
guaranteed railways would pay; and supposing 
the lines were built to Pialba, Redcliffe, and 
Allora on the guarantee principle, what were 
the Government going to do if they did not pay? 
Wer!-' they coming down like pawnbrokers or 
money-lenders to put the bailiffs on to the farms 
<'f those who had guaranteed ? He looked upon 
the whole system as a rotten one, and if 
this line were carried he would vote aoainst 
every other guaranteed line. There wa~ one 
of the fine,;t roads in Australia leading to 
Pialba, a road which a bicycle could travel in an 
hour and a-half, and the people would ride and 
drive their buggies to Pialba in spite of the rail­
way. What had happened in the case of Ballarat 

and Bendigo? In consequence of the cheap 
price of produce and the general depression, 
people were competing with the rail ways with 
their cnrts :tnd buggie~. The same thing was 
going on on the Darling Downs, the farmers 
competing against the railways along roads sub­
sidised by the Government, and yet in the face 
of that experience they harl such a proposal 
zts this. The argument had been used that 
£250 had heen taken at a toll-bar along the 
Pialba road. That was rather against the 
whole scheme, because it showed that the 
people would use the road rail way or no rail way. 
A good de11l h~d been Raid about the amount of 
cane that would be carried along the line, bnt he 
believed it was a myth. The milway would have 
to go into every farmer's back yard to get the 
cane. The member for the district told them 
the line would be extended to deep water, and 
coal shipped at Urangan. No doubt the coal of 
the district was good ; it was fine gas and steam­
ing coal, but for shipping it was of no w;,e. 
That coal could not be sent to China or 
San Francisco. Load a· ship with that coal, 
and send her on a thirty days' voyage, and 
you would never hear of her again, becatme, 
the coal heing so rich, spontaneous corn bust ion 
would take place. It had bE·an said that if a 
line was constructed to Port Alma Rockhampton 
would be ruined. \'\'hat would the veop!e of 
Maryborough say if a township was established 
at U rangan, and all the trade went there inste'ld 
of coming up the river? \Vhat would the hotel­
keepers and wine and spirit merchants do? They 
wanted "Jack" to come up to JYiarvborough and 
drink his grog there. They wanted the wharfage 
dues and the harbour dues, and all the other advan­
tages of shipping coming up the river. Taking 
it on the whole, the railway was for a few 
persnns who owned land and wanted to get rid 
of it. 

Mr. TOOTH : Name. 
Mr. SMY.TH: He never took advantage of 

his privileges as a member to give names. There 
was one speech delivered against the line which 
he admired, although coming from a man he did 
not admire politically, hecanse he sat upon a rail. 
The hon. member fur \V arwick had spoken the 
truth and the whole truth about the line, and he 
felt inclined to pat the hon. member on the back. 
His (Mr. Smyth's) speech would appear in the 
Maryborough papers, and he would be suhject to 
a good deal of odium for his opposition to the 
line, but he was prepared to face that so long as 
the truth was told. If his constituenh as!< ed 
him to stand again he would be willing to do 
so, and would be quite willing to account for 
his action in regard to that line, because 
they, at all events, had not clamoured for it. 
He had no faith in these branch lines; there 
were too many of them- from Toowoomba 
especially-and none of them paid. People 
would bring forward enough statistics to kill 
Bishop Colenso to show that a line would pay; but 
he was satisfied that in this case, as in others, it 
would be. found that the line would not pay 
expenses. 

iYlr. REID complimented the hon. member on 
the speech he had just made. He was thoroughly 
in earnest, and there was no sittiNg on the rail. 
But as the bon. member had stated that the line 
w:~s wanted in the interests of a few property­
owners at Pialha, he suggested that the Chair­
man should call upon the Acting Chairmnn to 
take the chair in order that he might reply to 
the speech made by the hon. member, Mr. 
Smyth. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY baid this 
was not the first time he had heard the hon. 
member for Gym pie give utterance to such 
statements in connection with the proposed lines. 

Mr. G LASSEY: Are the sttttements true? 
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No. Was 
it likely that the ratepayers would give a 
guarantee in connection with a line to be con. 
structed for the benefit of a few landowners at 
Pialba? He was sorry thehon. member had not for­
gotten the old animosity between Jlilaryborough 
and Gym pie. Before long he would probably be a 
prominent member asking for a line on the 
guarantee principle from Gympie to a place 
called Tewantin, yEt he said he would never give 
his consent to any guarantee railway. He hoped 
the hon. gentleman would remember that his own 
constituents were as directly interested in getting 
to a watering place as the people of Maryborough, 
and if he would be a little more unselfish and give 
Maryborough that which he would like to give 
to Gym pie, he would be more appreciated by the 
people in both places. 

Mr. SMYTH said he had been approached 
several times about the construction of a rail way 
to Noosa. by a land syndicate who had obtained 
a very elaborate report of the line from the hon. 
member for Carpentaria. He had told his con­
stituents that he was totally opposed to making 
a line to N oosa unless there was some probability 
of it paying. 

Mr. KINGS BURY said the arguments from 
the other side seemed to be directed mainly 
against any resumption whatever of public works. 
It was summarised best by the hon. member for 
Clermont, who said that this was to he a guaran­
tee line, and the men whose guarantee was re­
quired were not likely to give it; in fact, he 
knew they would not give it. Consequently 
it would add very heavily to the burdens of the 
poor farmers who had to pay the inten,,t. As 
the line was not to be built, it was clear that it 
would add greatly to their burdens. The hon. 
member also said that the lines already approved 
of would entail an expenditure in interest of 
£40,000 per annum, which would have to be paid 
by the poor farmer. But as the line was not to 
be buin except upon the guarantee principle, and 
nobody was going to give a guarantee, what was 
the use of talking? 

Mr. DRAKE was ·very sorry there had been 
a difference of opinion between the Colonial 
Secretary and the hon. member for Gym pie as to 
whether the statement of the latter was correct. 
Certainly the statement of the hon. member was 
a very interesting one, and a great deal more to 
the point than some speeches that had been 
delivered by hon. memberg opposite. The hon. 
member for Mackay gave them a dissertation 
upon oranges, which the Chairman allowed to 
pass, but he was not prepared to admit that the 
oranges from Maryborough were better than 
those grown at Enoggera, where they had grown 
the finest orangf"S in the colony. 

The CHAIRMAN : I would remind the hon. 
member that I think the hon. member for 
Mackay was quite in order in showing the 
produce that would be carried by this rail way. 

Mr. DRAKE : The principal other product 
was sugar-cane, and the hon. member for the 
V alley went out of his way to drag in the black 
labour· question, charging him and the hon. 
member for Clermont with inconsistency. But 
they were quite consistent. There was no black 
labour at Pialba, but it was employed at the 
mills in Maryborough, to which this line was 
intended to carry cane. He would like to see a 
mill erected at Pialba, but, as the principal pro­
duce to be carried on this line would be cane, 
the residents who gave the guarantee would 
prevent any mill being erected there, because it 
would do away with the necessity for carrying 
the cane to Maryborough. 

']'he COLONIAL SECRETARY : It would have the 
sugar from two or three mills to carry. 

Mr. DRAKE: If they had two or three 
mills, there would be less reason to carry the 

cane away. If the report of the Commissioner 
was correct, the line should be constructed so 
that this liahlity would not be thrown upon the 
people at Pialba, and there would be no pos3ible 
inducement to refrain from building a mill 
there. He thereiore moved the omission of the 
words "to he com<tructed under the proVIsions 
of the RaiJw,tys Guarantee Act of 1805." 

The SECRJ<:TAHY :FOR RAIL \Y A YS said 
he coulll not compliment the hon. member ur,on 
being very consistent. He said he would oppose 
every line until he was satisfied as to where the 
money was to come from, and yet in this case, 
where there was a guarantee, he wanted to 
remove the guarantee. \Vhat he really wanted 
was to she! ve the line altogether, so that Pialba 
would have no railway at all. If the line would 
pay the guarantee would not be called up; but 
when people were willing to guarantee a line, no 
Government would be justified in placing the 
plans before Parliament without that guarantee. 
He hoped the hon. member would withdraw his 
amendment. The Treasurer had said that he 
was prepared to show where the money was to 
come from ; that he had sufficient money to build 
those railways. 

Mr. DRAKE: \Vithout a loan? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILW • .\YS: 

The hon. gentleman said distinctly that he was 
prepared to carry on railway construction for the 
next twelve months without a loan; and the 
Government would build every line they had 
brought before the House if Parliament would 
grant the money. \Vhat more consistency could 
they show than that. There was not one ·Jine 
that would be dangled before any electors. They 
had stated that every line they proposed could 
be proceeded with within a given time, and that 
House would be asked to vote the money to 
build those lines. 

Mr. POWERS: The hon. gentleman had 
already said that the only way the Government 
would build this line was under the guarantee 
system. He thought it ought to be built without 
a guarantee, and that the guarantee principle 
should not have been applied to South Queens· 
land only. The larger J>roportion of the proposed 
expenditure W"-8 to be in the North, and no part 
of it was to be guaranteed, though when they 
came to deal with the South there were five 
railways to be guaranteed. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They are all 
branch lines. 

Mr. PO\VERS : That was unfair. The people 
of the district said they were prepared to 
guarantee this line, because they were told that 
that was the only way in which they could 
get it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They offered 
to guarantee 4 per cent. 

i\'Ir. 1'0\VERS: Yes, because they were so 
satisfied that the line would pay. The only 
persons who said that were the members of the 
divisional board. The council had not said so. 
He believed the members of the board thought 
they were expressing the opinions of the people 
they represented, and it was to be left to the 
people to say whether they would guarantee it 
or not. He would not vote for the amendment 
because he believed that the people were prepared 
to offer the guarantee. 

The HoN. B. D. l\10REHEAD said the issue 
between the two sides of the House wafl that the 
Government said that they were prepared to go 
on with public works, and Lhe Opposition-the 
friends of the working man-said, "You shall 
not go on with public works.'· 

Mr. PoWERS: They do not say anything of 
the sort. 

The HoN. B. D. JliiOREHEAD : The Govern· 
ment saill they had a definite policy to put before 
the House, and, without any extra cost to the 
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taxpayers, they were prepared to find employ­
ment for labour. According to the statement of 
one hon. member on the other side there were 
96,000 unemployed in the colony. He thought 
the statement an exaggeration, but taking off 50 
per cent. they bad 48,000 un~mployed; and when 
the Government proposed to find employment 
for them by a scheme of public works that would 
not involve extra taxation the "friends of the 
people" said they would have none of it-that 
they would have no public works. 

Mr. GLASSEY: \Vho 8ai·i that? 
The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD : That was 

said on the other side. There had not been a 
single works proposal brought forward by the 
Government that had not been opposed by the 
other side, and there had not been a single 
scheme proposed for giving work to the unem­
ployed that had not been oppo,;ed by the quasi 
friends of labour, because it had been brought 
forward by the Government. 

Mr. OGDEN had never heard the hon. gentle­
man make a more uncharitable statement. The 
hon. member for Mackay had said about the 
same thing when he accused hon. members on 
the Opposition side of opposing the line because 
it was wanted hy farmers. They had voted the 
£500,000 asked for, mainly for the sugar planters, 
and now because they were taking each linR pro­
posed on its merits--

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: You have done a 
lot of logro!ling. 

Mr. OGDEN: The Mirani line was the only 
one that had been rejected, and he did not see 
where the logrolling came in. \Vas it fair to 
expect member~ who had no opportunity of 
going over the country to vote an expenditure of 
£50,000 with only the sheet of p"per containing 
the Commissioner's report before them? 

Mr. REID : ·what did you have for the 
Hughenden-\Vinton line? 

Mr. OGDEN: They had more information, 
even without thre report of the select committee, 
on that line than on any other line in the 
colony. The statement that they were opposing 
the line because they were opposed to public 
works was simply monstrous as an argument. 
He thought a good case had been made out for 
building this railway under the guarantee prin­
ciple, but if he came into the House again he 
would insist upon a select committee on each 
railway submitted to the House. 

The HoN. J:. R. DICKSON said it was about 
time they came to a decision upon the question, 
and he was sorry the hon. member for Ennggera 
seemed to wish to delay it. He thought the hon. 
member's action was inconsistent with that he 
took in connection with the Mirani railway. He 
himself had been prepared to support that line 
if it had been proposed to construct it on the 
guarantee principle, and under the circumstances 
he could not consistently refuse to admit the 
applica.tion of the principle to this line, 
though he might be opposed to the line if 
proposed without the guarantee. The hon. 
member for Mackay, in suggesting incon­
sistency on the part of hon. members who 
were opposed to the Mirani line and yet sup­
ported this line, had referred to many points of 
siJ?ilarity between- the two lines; but _he had 
fa1led to lay sufficient strees upon the fact that 
the guarantee principle had not been applied 
to the Mirani line. If it had been, it would cer· 
tainly have removed his objection to it. He 
could not support the amendment. 

Mr. DRAKE thought the inconsistency rested 
with the Government, and not with him. The 
Mirani-Cattle Creek railway was proposed on a 
very unfavourable report from the Commissionn 
with regard to its paying qualities. He showed 
that for two years that line could uot pay. That 
was a reason why it should be constructed on the 
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guarantee principle, so that the persons locally 
interested should make up the deficiency. But 
in this case the Commissioner expressed the 
opinion that the line would almost, if not quite, 
pay interest and expenses. That was a reason 
for not in"i'ting on a guarantee for this line, and 
he did not think that he was at all inconsistent 
iu the m~>tter. 

Mr. G LASSEY wished to reply to the state­
ment of the hon. member for Balonne that hon. 
members on that side, who were supposed to 
represent the wage-earners and workers of the 
colony, were opposed to all the railways brought 
forw~rd by the Government, though they would 
afford employment for the vast number of persons 
who were idle. That statement was absolutely 
untrue. Some of his colleagues had not been 
able to see eye to eye on all the rail ways pro­
posed, but with the exception of the Mirani­
Cattle Creek railway, the maj•Jrity of the Labour 
members had supported the railway policy 
of the Government. They had supported 
them on the \Vinton railway, which was the 
most contentious line submitted, on the ex· 
tension from Mareeba to Atherton, on the 
Rockhampton railway, on the Cunnamulla 
rail way, on tho extension to deep water at the 
Eagle ·Farm meat works, and on other lines. He 
hoperl that hon. mernbei' who were inclined to 
be prejudiced against that party would be a 
little more accurate in their referenoes. With 
regard to thi' line, his sympathy all the evening 
bad been with the propo:s<1l of the Government. 
He did not exactly agree with the action taken 
by the hon. member for Enoggera, but was 
inclined to go with the hon. member for Bulimba 
when he said that if it was right to build the 
Mirani-Cattle Creek railway on the guarantee 
principle, it was not wrong to build this line on 
the same principle. Still, in view of the statement 
of the Commissioner with regard to the paying 
capacity of the line, there was something to he 
said in favour of the contention of the hon. member 
for Enoggera, that as it would be a paying 
line it might very well be built by the State 
without a guarantee .. It had been said that the 
line would chiefly benefit the farmers in the 
Pialba district, but he could no.t entirely endorse 
that statement. 'rhe line would perhaps be, to 
a considerable extent, in the interest of persons 
who had considerable portions of land to di;pose 
of, land that might be heavily encumbered, and 
that would be enhanced in value by the construc­
tion of the railway. \Vhen the Colonial Secre­
tary was combating the very strong statements 
of the hon. member for Gympie, l\lr. Smyth, he 
asked the hon. gentleman if those statements were 
true, and he did so with the view of getting infor­
mation, which the Committee were entitled to, and 
which would guide him in coming to a decision. 
He was waiting and anxious for authentic and 
accurate information before coming to a decision. 
At one time he was favourable to the proposal 
to construct the \V in ton rail way, but after 
listening to the discussion he thought the ba.Iance 
of argument was in favour of the contention of 
the hon. member for Rockhampton. He was in 
the same position in thi.~ ca-e ; but so far as he 
had been al>le to obtain information, he was 
h vourable to the proposal. It was unfair of 
hon. m~mbers to seno forth to the country 
st.;tements that members sitting on his side had 
opposed the proposals of the Government 
because they came from the Government. 
He had said again and ag"ain that any mea­
sure or motion which would tend to improve 
the conditions of life in Queensland, no matter 
from whence it emanated, would receive his snp­
P•>rt, but that if he did not approve of it it 
would receive his utmost opposition. He asked 
hon. members-especially the hon. member for 
Balonne, who was extremely reckless in his 
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statements-to justify what they had said. The 
hon. member's statements were absolutely un· 
true, and could not be borne out by facts. 

Mr. KIKGSBURY said that during his 
enforced absence from the House, through fail· 
ing health, many of the railway proposals of the 
Government had been passed. He was under 
the impression they had been opposed one by 
one by the L~bour party, and he rose to express 
his regret for making that statement. He 
accepted the assurance of the hon. member that 
the Labour party bad really been in sympathy 
with the Government, and he trusted that as 
general elections were the order of the clay now, 
coalition would be the order of the clay in 
future. He quite expected to see the Labour 
party and the Government sitting side by side, 
and the other side emptv. 

Mr. GLASSEY said he could not gather from 
the hon. member's previous remarks what he was 
going to rlo ; but in the early part of the session 
he showed a very hostile attitude to borrowing. 
The hon. gentleman said that a loan policy 
meant "borrow, boom, and burst." He (Mr. 
Gla,sey) did not want to leave any false impres­
sions in the minds of hon. members. Re would 
vote for the plans of this railway as he voted for 
others; but, notwithstanding his approval of 
those lines, if money was to be borrowed 
for theii· construction unquestionably he should 
oppose the borrowing- of that money. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. D. H. Dalrymple) said he 
did not quite understand the position the hon. 
member for Burke assumed. He rose to clear the 
Labour party from the charge of having opposed 
the so-called Government policy, and he ex­
pressed his earnest desire that the whole of the 
people should understand that he and his friends 
were in favonr of the railways; and he now got 
u_p and said if it was necessary to borrow any 
money he would oppose it. In the interest of 
those he professed to represent be earnestly 
desired the construction of the rail ways, but, 
notwithstanding that, he was opposed to pro­
viding means for their construction. It was not 
so long ago eince the official organ of the party 
opposite stated thllt the whole so-called Govern­
ment policy was corrupt. The hon. member for 
Enoggera said it was bribing and debauching 
the constituencies, and the official organ of the 
Labour party made the same statement. 

Mr. DRAKE, in explanation, said at the time 
he used the expression "bribing the constituen­
cies" he was quoting an expression of the 
Premier's. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: The hon. member told them 
that the introduction of a policy of th<tt descrip­
tion before the elections was intended to bribe 
the constituencies, and he wondered that the 
hon. gentleman did not stand to hie guns. 
\Vith re;mrd to the official statement, the organ 
of the party entirely coincided with the opinion 
which the hon. member expressed- that the 
policy of the Government was a corrupt one. 
It was also stated that members of the Labour 
party knew it was a corrupt policy, and there· 
fore they would oppose it; but hon. members 
bad abandoned their time-honoured leaders, and 
their present leader was the Secretary for 
Railways. He hoped they would ·continue to 
follow that leader. 

Mr. GLASSEY said the hon. gentleman had 
mi>construed his remarks. \Vbat he said was 
that he voted for the pa~sing of certain plans 
and books of reference believing that they were 
correct, and that the statements made by the 
Minister were accurate, but beyond the pas•ing 
of those plans and books of reference he was 
not prepared to go; that was to say, he was not 
prepared to borrow money to add to the in-

debtedness of the colony. He did not want the 
statement of the Secretary for Pnhlic Instruc­
tion, that there had been a change in the 
attitude of himself and his frierids, to go forth 
without contradiction. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL \V A YS said 
that all he asked the Committee to do was to 
pass the plans, and he thought there had been a 
lot of unnecessary talk. J!'nll information had 
been given by the members representing the 
district, and they might very well come to a 
vote now. 

Mr. POW:B~RS thought it was just as well 
that the Secretary for Public Instruction had been 
drawn. They had been told all along that there 
was to be no loan. 

Mr. KrNGSBURY: No one said that on this 
side. 

Mr. POWERS : The Premier had said, in 
reply to questions, "No loan." In reply to 
que,tions asked by him, the hon. gentleman said 
he had the money available. If that money was 
a.-ailahle there was no need for a loan. If it was 
not available, the Committee had been misled 
till this evening. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS said 
they had not been misled. The Premier said he 
had sufficient money to carry on rail ways this 
year, and that Parliament would not be asked to 
pass a Loan Bill this session. He said he had 
sufficient to go on with for the next twelve 
months withont borrowing any money at all. 

Mr. McDONALD: If what the hon. member 
said was correct, then what the Secretary for 
Public Instruction said was not correct. The 
Premier had stated that there ·was no war ks 
policy; now the Secretary for Public Instruction 
distinctly stated that members of the Labour 
party consistently oppoHed the Government 
works policy. He thought the whole debate 
had been a disgrace to the Chamber, because 
there was hardly a member on the other side 
who had not been distinctly out of order. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : You are out of 
order now. 

Mr. McDOKALD was aware of that--that 
his remarks were not relevant to the question, 
but members on the other side had been making 
irrelevant speeches all the evening. If questions 
were to be debated in this way, the business 
wonld not bP got through in the time indicated 
by the Premier. If this line would pay without 
a guarantee, why should the people be asked 
to give a guarantee? The people in the 
different divisional boards would be put to a 
great deal of expense in connection with the 
taking of the poll and the making out of 
the guarantee. If the line was going to pay, 
why should they be put to that expense, 
and why should not the State construct the line 
without a gnarantee? He understood that the 
Railways Guarantee Act was only to he applied 
in ca8es where a line would not pay working 
expenses and interest at the rate of 4 per 
cent. If the Government insisted upon a 
guarantee in tbis case, they must have some 
doubts a,, to the line paying. He bad been 
quite prepared to bnild the Mirani-Cattle 
Creek line on the guarantee principle, because 
there was a doubt of that• line paying, and 
he desired to prot,ct the Trea,;ury. They 
were practically asked to pass the resolution in 
anticipation, because no poll had been taken on 
the question outside the one divisi:mal hoard, 
and they did not know whether the Maryborough 
Council would agree to join in the guarantee. 
The Government had incurred expense in sur­
veying the line, and in preparing the plans and 
papers connected with the railway, but it would 
have been quite time to do that, and to discuss 
the proposal, when the :Mary borough Council 
had intimated their willlngness to join the 
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Burrum Board in giving a guarantee. He 
hoped that they would confine themselves more 
to the question in future. 

Amendment put and ne,gatived. 
Original question put ; and the Committee 

divided:-
AYEs, 45. 

Messrs. Tozer, Philp, Barlow, Byrnes, Dalrvmple, 
Dickson. Crornbie, Reid, Grimes, Kerr, Tooth, 0ameron, 
Morehead, Smith, Allan, Leahy, Thomas, Bell, Fogarty, 
Cailell, Groom, Ogden, Rawlings, \Y. Thorn, Daniels, 
Jaekson, Duffy, Powers, Browne, Phillips, BaLtershy, 
Lord, Kings bury, Fisher, \VHkinson, Cortield, McJ1aster, 
Foxton, Stephens, Chataway, Petrie, Jiidson, Agnew, 
Glassey, and Hamilton. 

XOES, 5. 
Messrs. Drake, Oro~s, I!ardacre, l\fcDonald, and Smyth. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 
The House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported 

that the Committee had come to certain resolu­
tions, and the resolutions were adopted, 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 3. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 

message from the Council, returning this Bill 
without amendment. 

NORTH PINE '1'0 REDCLIFFJ<J 
RAILWAY. 

fJOMMITTEE. 
T~e SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, in 

movmg-
1. That the House approves of the plan, section, and 

book of reference of the proposed branch r~ilway from 
N?rth Pine to Redcliffe, in lene.:th 9 miles G9 chains, as 
la1d upon the table of the House on Wednesday, l:Jth 
November, J 895, to be constructed nnder the provi~ions 
of the Railways Gmtrantez: Act o[ 1895. 

2 That the plan, section, and book of reference he 
forwarded t? the Legislative Council for their approval, 
by message rn the usual form'-
said this was a line very much like the one they 
had be~n discns•ing the whole evening. It was 
a line to a watering place near Brisbane, some 
9 miles in length, and the estimated cost was 
£36,000. The Commissioner set down the interest 
and working expenses at £2, !500 per annum. The 
residents at Redcliffe thought the Government 
should build this line without any guttrantee at 
all, but the Government refused, and, at the 
request of the Redcliffe Di, isional Board, he had 
laid the plans and specifications before the House. 
The board now sairl that if the plans and 
specifications were approved of they would endea­
vour to get the ratepayers to guarantee the line, 
and unless that were done it would not be built. 
So far as his knowledge went, there was not 
much probability of the line paying at the start, 
but still there might he a considerable traffic. A 
number of people resided at Redcliffe, but the 
means of communication were not sufficient to 
insure a very large population, although a good 
many people went there on holidays. If the 
line were built it would afford another seaside 
resort to the people of Brisbane. Of course it 
might be said that there were three seaside 
resorts already for Brisbane and the south­
western part of the colony, and th.~t the only 
line that paid was the Sande;ate line, which 
was a cheap one, only 12 miles in length. 
This line would, he hoped, in time pay as well 
as the Sandgate line. If the resi<ients of the 
district were willing to guarantee the line he 
thought the Government would be ju,tified in 
building it. It would not take many passengers 
to pay the interest and working expenses. He 
hoped the Committee would pass the plnns and 
specifications, and then if the inhabitants of the 
district were willing to give the necessary g-uar­
antee the Government would be quite justified 
in going on with the line. 

Mr. POvVERS said they had been dealing 
with a line where there was only one watering 
place in the district and where there was an 

agricultural settlement near it, and as in that 
case so much had been said as to the possibility 
of the line paying and the necessity for a 
guarantee, the present line was one that should 
be seriously considered, and the Secretary for 
Railways should give them some information as 
to whether the Redcliffe Board were in a position 
to give the neceosary guarantee under the Act. 
He did not know the position of the board or 
the value of property in the division. They 
should know something about the guarantors 
wh,,n they were asked to accept their guarantee 
for £2,500. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR RAILWAYS: No; £1,250 
is the extent of their liability. They pay 2 per 
cent. intere<t and half the loss on working. 

Mr. POWERS : The hon. gentleman should 
be able to tell the Committee whether a rate of 
3d. in the £1 over the benefited area of the line 
would cover the guarantee for the railway. 
Unless that was so the line could not be built 
under the Act. 

The SECitETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
understood that the Redcliffe Board woes in a 
very goo,l position, but he could assure the 
House that unless they could get a sufficient 
ratable area. the G,vernment would not go on 
with the line. There must be property which at 
3d. in the £1 would yield £1,250 per annum. 
He had explained that all those plans had been 
put forward at the req nest of the different 
boards, because they did not want to lose twelve 
months. Under clause 7 of the Act they had 
power to lay the plans before Parliament, and if 
afterward> there was sufficient property in the 
benefited area to meet the guarantee for a line 
they would be prepared to go on with it, but not 
otherwise. 

Mr. BATTERSBY was surprised to hear the 
hon. member for Mary borough ask about the 
benefited area when he knew that the House had 
nothing to do with the benefited area ; that was 
a matter for the local authority to settle. Those 
were local authority and local option lines, and 
further than that they were proposals that lines 
should nmv be constructed at the will of the 
people. No benefited area had been talked about 
in connection with the Pialbaline. He was eatis­
fied, after fifteen years' expMience of local authori­
ties and the people who elected them, that they 
were as well able to look after their own affairs 
a; members of that Committee. He had listened 
to some very amusing speeches that afternoon 
from members who distrusted everybody but 
themselves, but if they thought that all the good 
sense of the colony was in that House they were 
much mistaken. He was prepared to speak on 
the last line, but he thonght it better to hold his 
tongue uu til that one in which he was personally 
interested came on. Syndicates had been re­
ferred to in connection with the other line, but 
the syndica.tes at Humpybong bad a very small 
part of it. He had seen the growth of the place; 
and when it w:~s connected with Caboolture 
the people de wn ~here took the responsi!;ilit_v: of 
borrowing somethrng over £4,000, somethmg hke 
nine or ten years ago, for the purpose of erecting 
jetties to enable steamers to come iu there, and 
the Colonial Secretary would bear him out that 
they had never shirked that responsibility. 
They did not do so while they were connected 
with Caboolture, and he was satisfied that they 
harl not done so since from his knowledge of the 
Redcliffe Board. This line had been dangled 
before the electors during the last fourteen or 
fifteen years, and when he got a seat in that 
House in 1888 it was dangled before them, a.nd a 
certain individual told the people that if they 
returned him they would get the railway, but 
they did not do it. In 1890 the Government then 
in power, and of which the hon. member for Mary­
borough was a member, agr~ed that the railway 
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should be fairly taken up, and at that time plans 
had been prepared for laying upon the table of 
the House, and if the coalition had been delayed 
for two or three weeks he believed the House 
would have passed them then. Ever since the 
coalition took place those who reprf''ented the 
ratepayers had been agitating for the construc­
tion of this line ; they had been prepared to give 
a guarantee of 4 per cent. under the old Bill 
which the Council had thrown out. Hon. 
members had before them now purely a 
local option bunch of rail ways, and not 
the Government bunch of rail ways at all ; 
and if the House passed the plans, the local 
authorities would then have to ad vertide their 
intention to give the Government a guar­
antee for the construction of the rail ways. 
W"ithin twenty-eight clays after the publication 
of the notice iu the Gazette and some newspaper 
generally circulating in the district, any twenty 
ratepayers in the benefited area could demand a 
poll to decide whether the guarantee should be 
given by the local authority. As to a syndicate 
influAncing the decision, if they had £100,000 
worth of property in Queen street they would 
only have nine votes, and they would have no 
more in voting on a guarantee. The people in the 
Redcliffe division were quite able to look after 
themselves, and they had, through their repre­
sentatives, asked for the line under the .Railways 
Guarantee Act. Let the Comrr:;ittee paes the 
plan, and allow the ratepayers to take the next 
step. There need be no discussion on the plans, 
sections, and books of reference of those five 
railways. 

The CHAIRMAN : I must ask the hon. 
member to confine his remarks to the rail way 
before the Committee. The other rail ways will 
come on afterwards. 

Mr. BATTERSBY apologised if he had gone 
outside the question. He did not see why the 
Committee, after passing the Bill fur the con­
struction of railways on the guarantee principle, 
should make any difficulty about passing the 
plan when it waR submitted by the Government, 
seeing that the Government would not build the 
line without a guarantee. He was informeJ by 
the Secretary for Rail ways that the value of 
rtttable land in the Redcli!fe division ·was 
£220,000. He was satisfied that the people 
would give a satisfactory guarantee, and that the 
construction of the line would induce many 
people to go there from Brisbane and suburb•, 
Toowoomba, \Varwick, and other places-people 
who would not go at present, as they did not. care 
to face the journey by steamer to Hnmpybong 
or Redcliffe. He hoped the Committee would 
approve of the plan by a substantial majority. 

The Ho);. J. R. DICKSON: As the hon. 
member for Moreton had said, the question of 
the construction of a railway to Redcliffe had 
be~n a long time under consideration, and he had 
always thought that if a cheap line could be con­
structed from a convenient point on the North 
Coast line it would open up for closer settlement 
a very attractive portion of country, especially 
for those who desired to live at the seaside. The 
estimated cost of the proposed line was some­
what higher than he had hoped it would have 
been, but he believed that in time the line would 
become remunerative. He quite agreed with 
the Secretary for Railways that it was not 
likely to pay from the jump; he thought its 
succe~s would chiefly depend upon the settlement 
which took place on the peninsula. It would 
open up seven or eight miles of esplanade front­
ing the Bay, all of which was very attractive 
for settlement, and a great deal of which was 
already settled. Along that eight miles there 
were no less than three distinct communities 
settled-namely, at vVoody Point, Redcliffe, and 
Scar borough. This line was intended to be taken 

to the middle of the peninsula, so that it would 
afford facilities to settlement on either side for 
convenient access to town. The Redcliffe 
Divisional Board was composed of good busi­
ness men who could be relied on, and he believed 
that the interest on the cost of the line would 
be duly provided for. Unless the ratepayers 
endorsed the action of the divisional board, 
of course the whole thing would lapse, but 
from what he had heard he believed a great 
number of the ratepayers were inclined to incur 
the liability. Reference had been made to 
several seaside branch lines constructed about 
Brisbane not paying, with the exception of the 
Sandgate line. The Sandgate line would no doubt 
pay better were it not saddled with another 
branch which detracted from its paying capa­
bilit;es. Re desired to make a remark about the 
Cleveland line, which had been referred to during 
the debate. There were sufficient reasons for it not 
paying, inasmuch as it stopped short of Cleveland 
by about 2 miles, and anyone going there on an 
excursion had to take into consideration the 
difficulty of carrying supplies from the station 
to the jetty. Of course, on the road there were 
the townships of Wynnum, Manly, and Welling­
ton Point, and there was no doubt that Wynnum 
was now attracting a population second only to 
Sandgate, the numbers of people going there 
during holiday times being very large. He 
believed the section as far as Manly would, if 
it were treated separately, show a pr<>fit; and 
if the whole line were extended to Cleveland 
proper there was a fair chance of it returning 
reasonable interest on the capital expended. 
He had risen chiefly to express his belief 
that the Government were justified in putting 
before the House the plans of this rail­
way to Redcliffe, and if the line were satis­
factorily guaranteed, he believed the expen­
diture would be a wise one. He would, however, 
call attention to the cost of the line, believing 
that, although there were three creeks to cross, 
£3,fi00 per mile was excessive. As it traversed 
level country, with the exception of a small 
portion near the North Pine, he should have 
thought it could have been constructed for under 
£3,000 per mile. He had always expreesed 
a desire that railways constructed under the 
guarantee system should be built as economically 
as possible. \V hen the State built rail ways it 
could afford to indulge in luxuries; but when a 
bmnch line was to be built through a sparsely 
peopled district, economy should be the first 
consideration. For the reasons he had given he 
would give the line his support. 

Mr. CALLAN said this was another railway 
for the benefit of the people of Brisbane. There 
were already railways to the seaside resorts of 
Cleveland, Sandgate and Southport, only one of 
which anything like paid its way. In the Com­
missioner's report the revenue of the Cleveland 
line was shown last year to be £7,890, and the 
expenditure £8,691, the loss being .£732. The 
actual expenditure on thew hole line was £254,000. 
In the South port line the Commi;,ioner said the 
net receipts showed a slight decrease, and after 
paying working expenses the line returned last 
year only 5d. per cent. as against lR. lOd. for the 
previous year. He trusted the House would 
construct no more lines to the seaside with such 
lamentable results. He did not propose to say 
anything further on the question, because he was 
sure that a majority of the Committee would 
pass anything the Government proposed. 

Mr. OGDEN said he was willing to support 
the hon. member in objecting to this railway. 
There were Wynnum, Manly, Wellington Point, 
Cleveland, and other watering places within an 
easy distance of Brisbane, and he saw no reason 
why they should agree to a proposal to expend 
£35,000 or £36,000 on a line to another Bnsbane 



Appropriation Bill!Vo. 3. [20 :& OVEMllER.] Tenders for Locomotives. 

watering place, especially when it was doubtful 
whether it would pay or not. He would divide 
the Committee on the ,question. 

Mr. POWERS said that, according to a 
return moved for by the hon. member for 
Warwick, the population of Redcliffe was 700; 
the whole of the rates at ~d. in the £1 amounted 
to £695 14s. 2d. Nobody could conceive that 
the whole of the property would be in the bene­
fited area; and though the hon. member for 
Moreton said the Committee had nothing to do 
with the benefited area, he thought they should 
insist on knowing what the benefited area was. 
The local authorities would have to declare the 
benefited area, and the whole argument when the 
question of the benefited area was under discus­
sion was that Parliament would protect the 
people from injustice. The Colonial Secretary 
would bear him out in saying that they must 
know what the benefited area was. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Before we vote the 
money for the railway we must know the bene­
fited area. 

Mr. POWERS : As far as this line was con­
cerned it would connect Brisbane with a watering 
place that was far more attractive than any of 
the others. As to the guarantee, that would be 
decided by the Brisbane ratepayers. He was at 
Humpybong within the last three days, and a 
defeated candidate told him that when he put 
up for election he got all the votes of the resi- · 
dents except two, but the Brisbane voters put 
him out. He did not know whether the local 
authority in this case had contracted 'loans or 
not ; but the Committee ought to know what 
was the position of the guarantors, so that it 

• might be seen what they were worth; 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS said 

he found that the capital value of the property 
in the Burrum Board was £180,000. 

Mr. PowERS : Yes, but the rates are £1,071, 
and there is a population of 2, 000. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The 
valuation in the Redcliffe Board was £222,000. 
Of course the rate there was only ~d. in the £1. 
He assured the Committee that he had no wish to 
force any of those guaranteed rail ways upon the 
people in the different districts, or through the 
Committee. He had brought them on out• of 
deference to thA wishes of the Pialba people, so 
that they mig-ht be able to get their cane taken 
intn Maryborough next year. If there was any 
such delay as the leader of the Opposition had 
suggested, he wa~ afraid that they would not get 
their rail w~ty this year. He could not treat 
them differently to the Redcliffe people, nor the 
Redcliffe people differently to the Pialba people. 
As the Committee desired further information, 
he moved that the Chairman leave the chair, 
report progress, and obtain leave to sit again. 

Question put and passed; and the Committee 
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at three minutes past 
11 o'clock. 
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