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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

THURSDAY, 6 DECEo!BER, 189-1. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS. 

Mr. CROSS asked the Premier-
1. If he wilJ move, immediately, previous to the 

House dealing with private members' busi,ness, '!'hat so 
much of the Standing Orders be suspended to enable 
private members' business passing through all stages? 

2. If he will not do so, to enable all private members' 
business to be dealt with in that way, will he do so as 
regards the Limitation to Security Bill? 

The PREMIER (Hon. H. M. l'\elson) re­
plied-

The present suspension of the Standing Orders applies 
to private business as well as Government business. 

GOLD FIELDS BILL. 
Mr. CROSS asked the Secretary for Mines­
If it is the intention of the Government to go on 

with the Bill to amend the Gold Fields Act, 187 4, this 
session? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. R. 
Philp) replied-

wi~~eth~o~:~~~~n~11rsa;8e88r0o11.intention of proceeding 

INTEREST ON GOVERNMENT OVERDRAFT. 
Mr. RA WLINGS asked the Premier, without 

notice-
'"\Vhat interest are the Government paying on the cash 

ovm·draft, which, according to the Auditor-General's 
report, stood at £295,680? 

The PREMIER replied-
I presume the hon. member is referring to the 

revenue account of the colony. He ought to be able to 
discriminate between the rm~enue account proper and 
the con~olidated revenue. All the accounts in the bank, 
number1ng some 300 or 400, are so far as the balance is 
concerned, consolidated into one account, and if the 

hon. member will remember that he will find that 
instead of there being an overdraft there is always 
necessarily a large credit balance. VYe pay no interest 
whatever on the overdraft. 

FORFEITURE OF ARillS, ETC. 
Mr. :McDONALD asked the Colonial Secre· 

tary-
1. "That arms and ammunition have been forfeited 

under the provisions of the Peace Preservation Act up 
to lst December, 1894? 

2. Is it the intention of the Government to return 
such arms and ammunition to the persons from whmn 
they were taken? 

3. Arc any pm,,ons permitted (other than the authori­
ties) to carry or posse.;s arms or ammunition in the 
proclaimed district of l!1 linders ; if so, who are P 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. 
Tozer) replied-

1. As well as can be ascertained at present, twenty 
rifles, ten guns, three revolvers, and a small quant Hy of 
ammunition. 

2. Each application will be dealt w:.th on its merits. 
3. rrhe police magistrates at "\Ymton, l\Iuttaburra, and 

Hughenden (the three districts within the proclaimed 
district of Flinders) were authorised by the district 
magistrate to exercise their own discretion in the matter 
of granting permits to have or carry arms or ammuni­
tion ; and perhaps twenty persons (such as men who 
were leaving the district, and who received permission 
to carry arms along the main road leading to their 
destination-persons 'vho could produce sath;;factory 
evidence that they had been and still were earning a 
livelihood by destroying marsupials, and who were 
other,vise eligible) were granted permits. Storekeepers 
who had arms were pcrmittccl to register, but were not 
allowed to sell witloout authority. 

REPORT oF 01'TAWA Cox~'EREXCE. 
Mr. TURLEY asked the Premier-
When will the report of the proceedings of the 

Ottawa Conference be available to members of this 
House? 

The PREMIER replied-
Only four copies of the report haTe been received so 

far from the Canadian Government; but a further 
supply is expected shortly, which, on arrival, will be 
available for distribution amongst hon. members. 

LIMITATION OF SECURITY BILL. 
Mr. CROSS moved that the resumption of the 

debate on his motion-that the Order of the Day 
for the second reading of this Bill be discharged 
from the paper-be postponed until after the con­
sideration of Order No. 3. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member for Wool­
loongabba was speaking at the time the debate 
stood adjourned. lf that hon. member is not 
here to resume the debate, the hon. member in 
charge of the Dill cannot move that the Order of 
the Day be postponed. 

Question-That the Order of the Day be dis­
charged from the paper-put and pa~sed. 

GRATUITY TO MRS. GRIFFITHS. 
COliiMITTEE. 

Mr. WILKINSON moved-
That an address be presented to the Governor praying 

that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be placed 
u~:on the Supplementary }},timates for the present year 
the sum of £100, being a continuation of the allowance 
hitherto made to ::\Irs. Gritlitbs, widow of the late Engine­
driver Griffitbs, who lost his life in the discharge of his 
duty, by a railway collision at Darra, in 188-J.. 

The question had already been sufficiently dis­
cussed, and he now desired that a vote might be 
taken to ascertain the will of the Committee on 
the matter. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. H. 
JIII. Nelson) said that though it went very much 
against the grain, he felt compelled to vote 
against this claim upon the Treasury. The 
utmost generosity had been extended towards 
the widow of Driver Griffith§. From 1884-5 to 
1802-3 the sum of £100 had been paid to her 
annually, and in 1892-3 £100 was paid to her as a 
final payment in accordance with the distinct 
wish of the House. 
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Mr. WILKINSON : Without her sanction. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 

payment was a pure act of generosity on the part 
of the House, so that there was nothinu in the 
fact that she was not consult8d. Si~ce the 
matter was previously under consideration he 
had obtained some further information. One of 
the sons had been empl0yed in the railway service 
since 18813, and was now receiving wages at the 
rate of Ss. a day. 

:Mr. \VILKINSON: He is a married man. 
The PREMn;R said another son named 

George had received special favour from the 
Rail way Commissioners, who had rather strained 
the Railways Ace of 1888 to give him employment 
pnrely for the sake of his mother. He passed the 
ordinary examination for a labourer on the 11th 

, August, 1893, and was given the first vacancy 
over the heads of a good many that were on the 
l~st, and had, if not a .better, at least an equal 
right to employment 111 the service. He was 
appointe~ ~n the 20th November, 1893, and was 
now rece1vmg 6s. a day. On the whole, Mrs. 
Griffiths had no great cause for complaint against 
the State, and unless a better case was made out 
he felt it his duty to oppose the demand now 
made on the Treasury. He was not so sure 
ei~her that the money, if granted, would do the 
Widow any good, because he believed the agita­
tion had been got up by two storekeepers in 
Ipswich to whom she was indebted, and who 
saw no other means by which they could get 
their accounts paid. 

The HoN. G. THORN said that if the pay­
ment made in 1892-3 was intended to be a final 
payment it was unknown to Mrs. Griffiths; and 
the hon, gentleman ou~ht to know that a resolu­
tion only bound the Assembly for one session. 
With re;5ard to the children, he bPlieved that the 
two sons the hem. gentleman mentioned were 
both married, and he knew that the widow had 
younger children whom she had to keep. When 
an accident happened to the father of a large 
family under such circumstances the country 
might very well pay the widow .£100 a year 
for the remainder of her life. 

Mr. DANIELS said it was pretty well under­
stood at the time of the accident that Driver 
Griffi ths sacrificed his life in trying to protect 
the lives of other reople, and to save Government 
property. Had the widow brought an action 
against the Government for damages she would 
have got more than £toO a year for life. The 
~orermnent paid her the £100 a year until the 
tim.e went by when she could lFgally bring an 
actiOn for damages, and then they stopped the 
payment. 

Mr. GROOM was conversant with the whole 
of the circumstances of the case, and he knew 
that the then Minister for Works stated in the 
House that he intended to place .£100 on the 
Estimates to be paid annually to Mr. Griffiths as 
long as she remained a widow. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : Why was not a 
Bill brought in? 

Mr. GROOM said he was not going into that 
question. The House was led to pass one Bill 
which had entailed a heavy expenditure for the 
last twenty-fire years, which was likely to be 
continued for years according to all accounts ; 
and those who had a hand in passing that Bill 
had since regretted their action. Mr. Griffiths 
lost his life in the faithful discharge of his duty. 
There were passengers injured in th:<,t accident 
who entere<i actions against the Government, and 
Parliament was called upon to vote something like 
£1G,OOO for costs and compensation in connection 
with those cases. After Mrs. Griffithshad rtceived 
.£100 a year for a certain number of years the 
then Secretary for Railways, Mr. Unmack, 
thought she had had enough, and though a great 

many members were of a contrary opinion he 
had a sufficient majority to carry his proposal, 
and the sum of .£100 was voted, on the under­
standing that it was to be accepted as a final 
payment. Harl he been present he would have 
voted for the continuation of the payment to 
Mrs. Griffiths, because he had no sympathy with 
the action taken by JIIIr. Unmaclc Another 
officer of the Railway Department, who was 
injured in the Darra accident, received £100 a 
yt'.tr from 1876 until quite recently ; but he had 
a farm and horses and other property, and it was 
stated to the Government that he had almost 
recovered from his injuries. But tliat was a very 
different case from that of a widow who had lost 
her breadwinner. Engine-drivers and firemen 
,travelled with their lives in their hand;, and at 
all hazards had to consider the public safety 
before their own; and when such a man, in the 
moment of danger, lost his life by doing his duty, 
it was the duty of the country to make some 
compensation to his widow and children. It 
would be an encouragement to those men to dis­
charge their duties faithfully if they knew that, 
should anything happen to them, those they left 
behind would be provided for. He intended to 
support the motion. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY said he 
hoped the Committee would not treat the motion 
from an individual point of view. It was not 
merely a matter of .£100; it involved many 
thousands of pounds. In his own department, 
if the motion were passed, there would be at 
least 100 claimants whose husbands, like the 
huslmnd of Mrs. Griffiths, had died in the 
discharge of their duty. l<'or instance, the wife 
of the policeman who was shot the other day 
at Herberton would come under the same cate­
gory. And yet all that man's widow would get 
was one year's salary out of her husband's own 
p~yments. In 1889 Parliament provided a super· 
annuation fund under which, if a man died in 
the discharge of his duty, his widow was entitled 
to be paid out of the fund one year's salary. 
That had beer: done in numerous cases. It did 
not follow that Lec"'use a man did not die a 
violent death he did not die in the service of his 
country. There were hundreds of P"licemen who 
had died in the service of the country. 

An HoNOURABLE J\fEiliBE!l : l<'rom natural 
causes. 

The COLONIAL SECRE'rARY: If an 
officer was sent into the bush, caught cold, and 
died, the result was just the same as if he 
went into a train and got killed. It was im· 
material to the widow whether her husband 
died a violent or a lingering death, so long 
as he died while in the discharge of his duties. 
The hon. member for Cambooya v.·a,; quite 
wrong as to the widow's claim against the 
State. She had no claim whatever in law. 
vVhatever claim she had on the country was a 
moral, not a legal, claim. But what bad the 
State done for Mrs. Griffiths? It had paid her 
£875 in cash, and had given employment to two 
of her sons. 'I'he father's pay was 12s. a day. 
The wages of the two sons were 14s. a day. If 
the sons had since manied, and incurred further 
obligations, the defect of the children did not 
create a further claim on the State. t'everal 
persons in the Rail way Department had lost their 
li res under precisely similar circumst:1nces. In 
one particular instance the State gave the widow 
nothing at all until last year, when she got 
£100. If she wr,,s to be treated as Mrs. Gnffiths 
had been treated, the State would hare to give 
another .£775. Dozens of other claims would 
be established by the passing of the motion, 
and the State would have to make up some 
£15,000 or £20,000. The .£100 asked for was, 
as it stood, a pension for life. Hon. members 
opposite had always been opposed to pensions, 
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and they would be very inconsistent if they 
voted for the motion; they would have to swallow 
something. The superannuation system had 
now been repealed, and the House would be 
inundated with claims. He trusted the hon. 
member, having don8 his best, would not compel 
the House to a vote they did not like. Nobody 
liked to vote against a woman. But, in spite of 
their sympathies, they had higher duties to dis­
charge, and he hoped they would not put on 
record a precedent which would cost the country 
many thousands of pounds. 

Mr. WILKINSON said that when working as 
fireman under Driver Griff\ ths he had often 
heard him say th8,t, if ever he was placed in 
such a position as that in which he subsequently 
lost his life, he would never desert the post of duty. 
He said that no matter what happened he con­
sidered that his place was at his lever, and that 
was his place when his end came. What that 
man suffered no man could tell. Although he 
might not be qualified to speak as an expert on 
rail way management, as the Secretary for Lands 
said last night, he claimed to know something 
about the running part of the busine.ss, and he 
could say that Gritliths died the death of a hero. 
He dirl not know what Mrs. Griffiths' obligations 
might be, but if her claims had been taken into 
consideration at the time of the accident, and 
she had received the same consideration as others 
who were injured, she would have received a sum 
which would have given her an income in per­
petuityequal to the sum which had been granted to 
her from time to time, and the principal would 
have been there to leave to her heirs. In other 
caoes money had been lavished on people far less 
deserving. There was the case of Mr. Manning, 
who had been drawing a pension of £600 a year 
for many years, bec\"tuse he had got a bit of a 
knock with a tomahawk, and he was physically 
just as good a man to-day as any member of that 
Committee. In anothercase.£2,000 had been given 
to a widow. He did not look at the matter from 
the point of view of charity at all, but from that 
of justice. Driver Griffiths had been in receipt 
of something like £200 a year, and, he had lost 
his life in the service of the country; and, 
although he might have been somewhat to blame, 
his death had been caused through the negligence 
of railway employees. 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS had sup­
ported the vote before, and he intended to do 
the same now, and he did so because the Secre­
tary for Railways at the time the accident had 
occurred had made a great mistake in not 
settling the matter once for all. The circum­
stances were very much as had been stated by 
the' Opposition member for Ipswich. Griffiths 
had died while committing an act of heroism. 
He could have saved his own life, but he had 
refused to desert the train. Some reference had 
been made to a sort of compromise which had 
been come to on the last occasion that the ques­
tion had been before Parliament. He had made 
the best compromise that he could on the spur 
of the moment, because the then Secretary for 
Railways had a majority which would have en­
abled him to so amend the motion as to make 
the amount then paid a final settlement; but the 
compromise which had been come to had not been 
of such a natnre as to preclude the case being 
reoponed. He could not allow the other member 
for Ipswich to make any political capital out of 
anv reference he had made. He had made no 
reference disparaging to the profession the hon. 
gentleman had once followed; but he said again 
that that profession did not qualify a man to 
manage the whole of the railways of the colony. 

Mr. FOXTON said that he knew as much 
about the circumstances surrounding the Darra 
accident as any man, as he had been engaged 
professionally both in connection with the inquiry 

and subsequently in connection with some of the 
claims against the Government. The great 
reaoon he had for supporting the claim of Mrs. 
Griffiths was that she bad been led to believe 
that the amount which had been annually voted 
was a pension o£ £100 a year. The late Secretary 
for Railways bad taken a most uncompromising 
stand, and said tlwt they wonltl give her £100 as 
a final payment, which was the amount that was 
really due to her £or that year. SePing that she 
had been previously votHl a sum on which she 
harl been able to live in comparative affiuAnoe­
although it was nothing more than she was 
entitled to-it would have been a fair thing to have 
given her something which would have brought her 
in a little income. The justice of that view was em­
phasised by the fact that they had been told so 
often in that Committee that it was not a fair 
thing to retrench Civil servants, suddenly cutting 
off from them the incomes which they had 
enjoyed for many yc<trs. The hon. member for 
Ipswich had drawn a parallel between the case 
before them and that o£ lVIr. Manning, but there 
was no comparison between the two case''· l'Yir. 
Manning was still alive, while Mrs. Griffiths had 
lost her husband, and was far more entitled to 
consideration than Mr. Manning. At the time 
Mr. Manning had got his pension it had been 
expected that he would not long survive on 
account of the injuries that he had met with; 
but the principal cause leading up to the death 
of Grifliths was the failure of the staff and ticket 
system on which the line bad been v·orked. 
If it had not been that the heads of the depart­
ment were to blame, somebody would have been 
indicted for manslaughter. It was the system 
which wa"> at fault, and anybody remembering 
thege facts would marvel that there bad been no 
greater Ius·, of life. Knowing what he did of the 
facts of the case, it was only due to the hon. 
member for Ip8wich and the widow of the nu­
fortunate driver that he had said what he had, 
in the hope of inducing hon. members to vote for 
this amount. , 

Mr. PLUNKETTsaicl he thought that matter 
was settled long ago. He remembered it being 
brought up by the Secretary for Lands in 1892, and 
also that it was objected to by the then Secretary 
for Railways. They found that Gritliths had 
been nineteen years in the sen ice, and was 
receiving 12s. per day. Under the Civil Service 
Act of 1803 he would have been entitled to about 
£187, but in place of that his widow had received 
over £800. A compromise was effected in 1P!l2, 
the understanding being that the £100 voted in 
that year should be final. Since then several 
other men had been kilh:d in the Government 
service, and their widows had received nothing 
at all, therefore this particular case should not 
be singled out. He could not support the 
motion. 

Mr. McMASTER said every hon. member 
would sympathise with this widow, and there wets 
no doubt that her husband stuck to his post well. 
It bad been said that it was understood that the 
widow was to receive a pension of .£100 a year, 
but he could find no record of such a compromise. 
He had not searched Hunsnrd, but had been 
told that there was no record there, and he 
was ce"tain there was none in any of the de­
partments. He remembered perfectly well that 
when the money was last voted there was a 
distinct understanding that that should be the 
last payment, and on account of that pwmise 
he refmined from "aying onything. There were 
monv other widows who had lost their bread­
wim1ers in the Government service, and if this 
amount were granted, Parliament would not be 
acting honestly if they did not take their cases 
into consideration also. Even-handed justice 
should be dealt out to all parties. Mrs. Griffiths 
had received something like £800, and there 



1584 GratuitJJ to J1b'8, G'riffit!ts. [.ASSEMBLY.] G'ratuitJJ to M'l's. G-riffiths. 

were many widows who had fared very much 
worse. They had been told that one of her sons 
was married, and was receiving Ss. per day, 
while the other was receiving 6s. per day, both 
of them being in the service of the State. He 
did not think any man with the feelings of a son 
would see his mother in need, even if he were 
married. 

Mr. WILKINSON: Vi' ou!d not the oons have 
been at work if their father had been alive? 

Mr. McMASTER admitted that they would 
have been, but men in the position of their 
father went out in the morning with their lives 
in their hands, and with the facilities there now 
were for making provision in case of death there 
was not much excuse if they did not do so. 
Whether Driver Griffiths had made such pro­
vision or not he did not know ; but such men 
ought to be doubly careful in that respect, and 
if he did not do so he ought to have done it. 
He remembered that the first session he was in 
the House an hon. member made out a very 
good case en behalf of a certain person, but lie 
opposed the claim on the ground that he had 
always been opposed to pensions, which, if not 
prevented from increasing, would hang like a 
millstone round the neck of thP. people. He 
made a suggestion on that occasion to the hon. 
member for Rockhampton, Mr. Archer, who 
brought forward the motion, that he should 
open a subscription list and let the members 
supporting the claim put their hands into their 
pockets and subscribe the money, and he believed 
the amount asked for was contributed in that 
way. And if the ban. member for Ipswich 
could show hon. members privately that this 
was a case of necessity deserving assistance, he 
believed that within two hours the amount asked 
for would be mbscribed. 

Mr. WrLKINSON: I am not asking for charity. 
Mr. MclVIASTER said it would be charity to 

vote this money when it had been withheld from 
other deserving people who ought to receive 
the same assistance from the State. If this was 
allowed, other claims would be sure to follow, 
and as the last amount of £100 was voted as a 
final payment, the question ought not to be 
reopened. At all events, he intended to oppose 
the motion. 

Mr. PHILLIPS said that when death was 
staring a man in the face, when he had to decide 
at a moment's notice whether he would keep his 
hand on the lever of a locomotive or jump off 
and save his life in order to protect his wife and 
children, a very little thing would turn a man at 
that moment. The lives of many people day 
after day were in the hands of engine-drivers; 
and as far as he knew this was only the second 
case of any claim having been made on the 
revenue of Queensland for such a purpose as this. 
He would much prefer that a lump sum had been 
provided years ago, and that the matter had 
been put on such a footing that it would not 
come up year by year; but as that provision had 
not been made, and as the woman had, to a 
certain extent, been led to expect that this 
provision would be made annually, he intended 
to vote for the motion. 

Mr. FOXTON, replying to an interjection 
made by the Colonial Secretary, said that since 
he last spoke he had looked up the Estimates for 
every year from 1885 to 1891, and he found that 
in every case the allow::tnce to Mrs. Griffiths was 
voted on the Estimates. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is not put in 
as a "Gratuity to Mrs. Griffiths." 

Mr. FOXTON said that in each case there 
was a footnote to the effect that part of the 
amount voted was an allowance-not a gratuity 
-to the widow of the late Driver Griffiths. That 
had appeared in the Estimates for sEJven consecu­
tive years. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the item 
on the general Estimate was "Compensation for 
injuries" ; and if anyone went deeply into the 
matter he would find a footnote in small print 
showing how the money was to be applied. In the 
year 1884 the claims brought forward on behalf 
of the widows of Judge Pring, Denis Murphy, 
and Daniel Crichton were thrown out; yet it was 
now stated that the House in the same year gave 
Mrs. Griffiths £100 a year for life. He could 
find no record of any promise different from the 
ca,,e of the widow Crichton. If he could see any 
promise that Mrs. Griffiths was to get £100 a 
year he would vote for it ; at the same time, as 
Mrs. Crichton's case was a similar one, he would 
vote for her claim also. 

Mr. GROOM said the hon. gentleman must 
remember that the discussion in 188± took place 
in committee, and that the report was abridged ; 
but he (Mr. Groom} was present at the time and 
had a distinct recollection of what took place. 
He would refer hon. members to the discussion 
as recorded on page 2031 of H ansard, vol. xliv. 
The Colonial 'l'reasurer, in moving the vote, 
said the Committee would no doubt approve 
of the form in which the money was put 
down-as one annual allowance instead of a 
lump sum; and when Mr. Macrossan asked what 
would be done if the widow remarried, the 
Colonial Treasurer replied that the ad vantage of 
the system was that it would enable the Com­
mittee to consider her altered circumstances if 
she changed her condition. In his (Mr. Groom's} 
opinion the credit of the House and the country 
was pledged to the widow at the time. 

Mr. FOXTON said the Colonial Secretary had 
attempted to justify his position by saying that 
the footnote was not a part of the Eotimates. 
But in every year a certain amount was voted 
for compensation for injuries, and the footnote 
specified to whom the money was to be paid, and 
the amount; and no Government would have 
ventured to apply the money to any other pur­
pose. 

Mr. MORGAN said he had already expressed 
his views on the motion, and did not intend to 
repeat them. The facts were familiar to all hon. 
members, and no doubt they had made up their 
minds which way they were going to vote. If 
they were going to vote for every motion of t~e 
kind that came before the House he was afraid 
the demands on the Treasury would be very 
much larger in the future than they had been in 
the past. He was afraid the labour of the bon. 
member for Ipswich would be all in vain, even if he 
carried his motion. They were told the other night 
by the Premier that a certain motion for a sum 
of money would have no effect whatever if 
carried ; that it would only end in failure. He 
wanted to know whether that rule was to be 
genemlly applied, or whether if the present 
motion was carried it would end in failure. If 
the vote of the majority was to be given effect 
to in that instance, it should be gi,'en effect to 
in e1-ery instance. The question involved a vital 
principle of representative government-whether 
the gentlemen who controlled the Treasury had 
a right to say, in defiance of the vote of the 
majority of Parliament, that they would do as 
they liked. 

The HoN. J. R. DICKSON said that as far as 
his memory served him, he had no doubt it was 
intended to make an annual provision for the 
widow for a certain time, and under certain con­
ditions. Indeed, the money was placed by him, 
as Treasurer, on the Estimates on the under­
standing that there should be a periodical review 
of the position of the widow. It was certainly 
intended to review the position should the 
widow change her condition, or when the 
children were able to earn money, so that her 
means of support should not be materially 
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affected. He did not think it was ever intended 
that there should be a permanent annual grant 
of .£1CO. If that had been intended a Bill 
would certainly have been introdllced, making it 
permanent by statute. Later on, when tbe boys 
were in employment and able to furnish her with 
some income, the position was reviewed and it 
was decided that the allowance should te;minate 
after a certain date. The weak point seemed to 
him to be that the widow did not receive sufficient 
notification that the payment would cease at a 
certain period. He should be inclined to supj,ort 
the motion if the hon. member would so alter it 
as to make the payment the final one. 

Mr. "VATSON said he recollected well when 
a similar motion was moved by the present 
Secretary for Lands. He was not aware whether 
the widow had been consulted on the matter, but 
Hansard sho:ved that the present Secretary for 
Lands had Withdrawn the motion on the distinct 
understanding that the payment was to be final. 
There were many cases in which widows had lost 
their husbands in the service of the State, and 
they should make a general rule that in all such 
cases a certain sum should be granted. 'l'he 
Colonial Secretary had said that it was the law 
that an allowance equal to one year's salary 
should be paid, but he knew of cases where sums 
of .£100 had been put on the Estimates although 
the men had been in receipt of much larger 
salaries. He could not vote for the motion seeing 
that when the last vote had been made it had 
been understood that there was to be a finality 
to it. 

Mr. WILKINSON hoped, a~ the time at the 
disposal of private members was so short that 
hon. members would be brief. All he d~sired 
was to come to a decision on the matter. 

Mr. GRIMES said that the tfeneral impression 
in 1892 had been that the .£100 then voted was 
to be the last. The Government had, in addition 
to the money grants which bad been made, 
placed the sons of Mrs. Griffiths in a position to 
earn their livelihood. Unfortunately the amount 
voted in 1892 h:.td not been put down on the 
Estimates as a final payment, but still he was 
surprised that it should ha.' e been ag:cin brought 
up. It appeared that w1dows were not to be 
treated according to the merits of the canses 
which had made them widows, but according to 
whether they had friends who would introduce the 
matterintothat Chamber. There were many otber 
widows who had lost their husbands in the 
execution of their duty, although they might 
not have been engine-drivers; and if the hon. 
member succeeded in carrying his motion, he 
intended early next session bringing up the ca'e 
of the widow to whom he had referred on the 
motion to go into committee; and he had no 
doubt other hon. members had similar cases 
which they were prepared to bring up. He 
could not vote for the motion unless it was pro­
posed to treat all widows in the same manner. 
In order to place the qnestion beyond all doubt, 
and to make it quite clear that that was to be 
the final payment, he moved the omission of the 
words "being a continuation of the," with the 
view of inserting< the words "as a final," before 
the word "allowance." 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the question-put ; and 
the Committee divided:-

AYES, 20. 
Messrs. Foxton, Phillips, G. 'fhorn, "\Yilkinson Oross, 

Kerr, Smith, Fisher, Da,wson, :1.\fcUonald, Ogden, Groom, 
Dunsford, Cribb, Drake, VV. 'fhorn, Daniels, Brmvne, 
King, and Powers. 

Xmcs, 22. 
Messrs. Archer, Tozer, 13yrnes, Dickson, Philp, Tooth, 

Mc:Master, Hardacre, J.lidson. Step hens, Petrie, Watson, 
Cameron, Callan, Ohata1Yay, Crombie, Ba.ttersby, Grimes, 
Cm·field, Plunkett, Morgan, and Stevcns. 

Resolved in the negative. 
189-.1-5 E 

Question-That the words "as a final" be 
inserted-put and pass8d. 

On the motion of Mr. GRIMES, the words 
" hitherto made" were omitted. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY desired that 
the position of the Government in regard to the 
motion should be clearly understood. They 
considered that, however much sympathy they 
might have with Mrs. Griffiths, it was their 
duty to oppose the resolution as it stood, in 
order to prevent this being made a precedent 
which "ould apply t'l all future cases. 

:Nir. WILKINSON said if he could not get all 
he wanted, be would take wh11t he could get. 

Mr. FISHER said the Colonial Secretary 
might have made a further statement in answer 
to the hon. member for Warwick, and said 
whether the Government, in the event of the 
resolution being carried, would move the adjourn­
ment of the House. If so, they had better wait 
until they could get another roll-up of their 
supporters. Were the Government going to 
stake their existence upon the result of the 
division? 

The CHAIRMAN : I would remind the hon. 
member that the House is in committee, and we 
have nothing to do with the question he is now 
raising. He should raise the question when the 
Speaker ia in the chair. 

Mr. MORGAN said tl:tis was the second 
time they had. declared this was to be a final 
payment, but pro,ctically hon. members who had 
n•ted with the "Ayes" voted for a pension to 
Mrs. Griffiths for life. They had omitted the 
words "continuation of the," but it had since 
been stated that the omission would have no 
effect. He would like to know from the hon. 
gentleman in charge of the motion whether he 
had any authority to say that Mrs. Griffiths W;ts 
prepared to accept the decision of Parliament in 
this matter, or whether the hon. member was 
going to prosecute her claim to a pension of .£100 
a year. The Committee onght to know that 
distinctly, and they ought to make no further 
terms with Mrs. Griffith>. 

Mr. "VILKINSON said he had no authority 
to make any terms on behalf of Mrs. Griffiths, 
but he believed that if she were met in a fair 
spirit by Parlhmtent she would be willing to 
moderate her terms very mnch. He had no 
authority to acc"~pt this as a final payment, but 
so far as he was concerned it would be a final 
demand. 

Mr. FOXTON undentood and appreciated 
the position of the hon. member for Ipswich. 
It was the same as that tbe Secretary for Lands 
found himself in some years ago, and they 
remembered what the result was then. The 
House then said that was a final payment, but 
the other party to the contract was not here to 
give her consent to such an arrangement, and it 
would have been an extraordinary thing if she 
had authorised the hon. member to say that she 
was prepared to accept it. She had a fair claim 
to a continuance of her pension, and if the 
pension were to be commuted some substantial 
sum should be paid. The giving the sum now 
proposed as a commutation of her pension was a 
farce. Although he would vote for the motion 
:cs amended, he disclaimed any intention of 
making it a final payment, but would reserve his 
right to vote either for a continuance of the £100 
a year or the payment of a lump sum. 

Mr. Me MASTER said it was evident from the 
hon. member's remctrks that they were to be 
saddled with this pension as long as Mrs. 
Griffiths lived. 

Mr. J!'OXTON distinctly repudiated that he 
had suggested nnything of the sort. 

1\Ir. McMASTER said that was the inference 
he drew from the hon. member's remarks. He 
couid understand the position of the hon. member 
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for Ipswich, who had said that he would not 
bring the matter up again ; but no one could say 
that the hon. member for Fassifern would not 
bring it up. All the needy widows who received 
assigtance seemed to be located in Ipswich. 
Applications had been .made on behalf of one 
widow at Gympie and another in Fortitude 
Valley, but they received nothing. He was 
surprised at the vote5 given by some hon. mem· 
hers on the other side who profe·;sed to be 
opposed to pensions. He was opposed to them, 
and always had been, particularly when the 
pensioners spent all their money out of the 
colony. 

Mr. FoXTON: Are you going to talk it out? 
Mr. McMASTER said the hon. member was 

the very one who told them Mrs. Griff.ths would 
be a pensioner while she lived. 

Mr. FOXTON said he had already denied 
that, and it was a rule of debate that an hon. 
member was bound to accept the statement of 
another. As a point of order he asked that the 
hon. member should adhere to the rules of 
debate. 

The CHAIRMAN: No doubt the hon. member 
for Fortitude Valley is well aware that he must 
accept the statement of the hon. member for 
Carnarvon. 

Mr. McMASTER admitted that the hon. 
member did not use those exact words, but he 
said there would be no finality until she gave her 
consent. He was aware that the hon. member 
for Ipswich Pould not consent on her behalf 
although he had given his word that he would 
make no further rlemand, but some other hon. 
member would. He did not wish to talk the 
question out, and if hon. members on the 
other side had made fewer interjections perhaps 
it would have gone to a vote before now. If the 
motion was passed he felt sure there would be 
plenty more brought forward next session. 
There was the c:>se brought forward previnnslv 
by the hon. member for Gym pie, Mr. Smyth. " 

Mr. CROSS rose to a point of Older, and asked 
whether the hon. member was not guilty of 
tedious repetition? 

The CHAIR2'1IAN: I have been watching the 
hon. member closely, and I do not think he has 
been guilty nf tPdious repetition. 

Mr. McMAS'rER said it might be tedious to 
the hon. member, but he need not listen to it. 
If the Committee voted the money and the 
Colonial Trea3urer paid it there would be appeals 
next session for similar treatment with rerrard to 
equally deserving cases. "' 

The Ho"'. ,J. R. DICKSON said he had 
promised to give his vote in favour of the vote as 
a final payment, and he intended to fulfil that 
promise. He trusted, however, that the money 
would not be paid unless it was received by Mrs. 
Griffiths as a final payment. 

Mr. GRIMES had not altered his opmron 
about the desirability of voting the muney but 
he thought it ought to be plainly stated, if the 
motion was carried, that the money voted was to 
be a fina.l payment. He intended to vote against 
the motiOn. 

Question, as amended, put; and the Com­
mittee divided:-

AYEs, 25. 
Messrs. Barlow, IIamilton, \Vilkinson, G. Thorn, Kerr, 

Dickson. Cro,,s, Smith, Hard~tcre, Ogdeu, Crombie, Drake, 
::\.:IcDonald, Groom, Fisher, I'owers, Browne, Dunstord 
Daniels, King, Cribb, Foxton, VV. Thorn Dawson and 
Phi!lips. ' ' 

Noi<:s, 18. 
JHessrs. Xelson, Byrne~. Archer, Philp, Tozer, }:{organ, 

JYic)raster, Tooth, Plnnkett, Grime'"• Batters by, Callan, 
Cameron, "\Yatsou, Ohataway, St.~-.phens, Cor1ield, and 
l\1idson. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
The House resumed; and it was ordered that 

the resolution be received to"morrow. 

STALLION TAX BILL. 
Question-That the Bill be now read a second 

time-put and negatived. 

JUDGES' DISQUALIFICATION BILL. 
COMli!ITTEE. 

On' the motion of Mr. MORGAN, this Order 
of the Day was discharged from the paper. 

INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION. 
RESUJ\1PTIOX OF DEBATE. 

On the Order of the Day for the resumption of 
the debate on Mr. Glassey's motion (vide page 
259) being read, 

J\!Ir. FISHER: I move that this Order of the 
Day be discharged from the paper, and in doing 
so I think I may fairly make the request that 
private business be taken after tea. 

~it 7 o'clock, 
The House, in accordance with the Sessional 

Order, proceeded with Government business. 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNCIL. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 

me•sages from the Council, intimating that they 
had adopted a resolution permitting the joint 
committee on reporting·, printing, and circulating 
Itansa1•d to sit during the recess, and to report 
to Parliament next session; and asking the con· 
currence of the Assembly thereto. Also, re· 
turning the Crown Lands Bill, the Pastoral 
Leases Bill, and the Civil Service Acts Amend­
ment Bill, with amendments. 

Messages ordered to be taken into consideration 
in committee to"morrow. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
RESU11PTION OF CO)!MITTEE. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. H. J\!I. 
Nelson), in moving-

That towards making good the Supply grunted to Her 
l\Iajc';ty for the service of the year ending 30th Jnne, 
189.5, a sum not exceeding £2,COq,OCO sterling be raised 
by the sale of debentures, or the creation and sale of 
ins:.!ribed stock, secured on the consolidated revenue 
fund of Queensland, and bearing interest at a rate not 
exc,- eding £3 10s. per cent. per annum, for the following 
purposes, namDly-
Repaymen t of Loans-

To discharge the debentures 
issued under the Government 
Loan Act of 1870, falling dne 
on 1st January, 1b96 ... 

To retire rrreasury bills issued 
under the Treasury Bills Act 
of 1890, and the Treasury Bills 
Act of 1891-

Falling due lstJanuary,l896 
Falling due 1st April, 1896 
Falling due 1st July, 1896 

Towards maldng gond the de­
ficit on previous loans and 
the expenses of this loan 

£500,000 
228,400 
400,000 

£763,600 

1,128,400 

106,000 

£2,000,000 
said he had already explained the items in Com· 
mittee of Supply, and he did not think he had 
anything further to add to the observations he 
then made. They had agreed that the money 
must be found somehow or other to meet their 
engagements. The next question was whether 
the proposal submitted was a right, proper, and 
convenient way of raising the money. Another 
question was whether the present \Vas the proper 
time to ask authority for doing so. With regard 
to the first item-to retire the 6 per cent. de ben" 
tures falling due .on the 1st January, 1896-
there could be no question whatever. They 
must be met, and it was a fortunate thing for the 
colony that they fell due at a time when they 
would have an opportunity of redeeming them 
at a lower rate of interest. The question 
might arise as to whether it was a proper 
thing to fnnd the 'l'reasury bills. Those bills 
would have to be paid when they were due, and 
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there was only one of two ways in which they 
conld be dealt with. They could pay them out 
of the consolidated revenue, no doubt, if they 
wer<> in a position to incrE';tse the taxation of the 
country, and raige by that means the very large 
amount of £1,128,400. He did not think, how­
ever, anyone would say that that would be an eY­
pedient measure to adopt under the prE,sent cir­
cumstances. They might do it also by sales of land. 

Mr. REID : Y on cannot get rid of it. 
The COLONIAL 1'REASURER said he was 

just going to observe that, ewn supposing that 
met with the approval of the House, it would not 
be practicable. No one would say that it would 
be advisable to sacrifice land >et considembly lefs 
than they conceived to be its true value. The 
only other way, therefore, that he could see 
was to fund the particular amounts falling due 
between the 1st ,Tanuary, 180(), and the 1st July, 
1896. On all the other items of their loans, amount­
ing to £:30,000,000 odd, they we1·e able to show 
on the other side of the ledger a certain amounLof 
assets therefor. They had borrowed and epent a 
large amount of money for railways. ThPyhad the 
railways to show for it. They had spent a large 
amount of money on immigration, and they had 
the people in the colony to represent that-the 
best asset the colony had. They had borrowed 
money for water supply--

Mr. McDoNALD : And for the banks. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER: We ·have 

not borrowed any money for the banks. 
Mr. 1\IcDoNALD : The Cou?·ic"r ,.ays so. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER said he was 

not now dealing with the Couriu·. He was 
pointing out that they had borrowed and spent 
certain sums of money, and that they had sume­
thing to show for the whole of it. 

Mr. McDONALD: And have very bad security 
for £2,000,000 of it? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
security, at- far a; he knew, was as good as that 
of any colony in Anstralia. But in that case 
they were simply funding a debt which had been 
incurred through the unfortunate circumstances 
of the colony extending over a considerable pe1iod. 
It was simply a question, after all, whether they 
could carry on that amount of debt on short dated 
bills at a proportionately" high rate of interest, 
or whether thPy should take an extended accom­
modation at a small rate of interest. By adopting 
the proposals which he had submitted he antici­
pated, upon the most moderate calculation, that 
they would effect an annual saving in the interest 
charge of £22,000. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: Perhaps lose the principal by 
putting it in a bank w hi eh bucsts. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he saw 
no danger of losing the principal. Hon. mem­
bers in the corner seenwd to be afraii that the 
money would not be devoted to the pm·posed for 
which it was to be raised. 

Mr. DUXilFORD: Y on don't want it till 1896. 
What are you going to do with it in the mean­
time? 

The COL001IAL TREASURER said he 
did not anticipate that any large amount of 
the money would be raised in cnsh. If the 
Government were authorised to negotiate with 
the holders of debentures and Tre.xsury bills, he 
anticipated that they would be able to con vert 
the one into the other before their due date with 
very little expense and without the passing of 
any money at all. There was nothing to prevent 
the Government from advertioing in London, 
and inviting the holders of those securitie·s to 
make an agreement whereby they would ex­
change the securities they now held for the new 
securities which the Government were asking 
authority to offer them. 

Mr. McDoNALD: Does that save the expenses 
attaching to ordinary loans ? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: It would 
save a very considerable amount of expense. He 
was not, on the other hand, sanguine enough to 
believe that the whole of the loan and the Treasury 
bills would be converted in that way. Some of 
the holders would probably want their money on 
the 1st J an nary, 1896, when the loan fell due. 
In that c:1se a certain amount of inscribed stock 
would have to be put on the market. Hon. 
members must know that advertisements were 
published asking for tenders for a certain amount 
of stock by a certain date, and on the date named 

. the tenders were opened. But the tenders were 
not all cY,h down. There was only a small per­
centage of cash paid down, and the bulk of the 
money offered was paid in instalments spread over 
a period of fhe or six months. Suppose, therefore, 
that by ,July next yc"'r they had not been able 
to con vert s~me portion of the securities, and 
that they advertised in July next that a certain 
ftmount of inscribed stock was to be tendered for, 
it would take from July to December before the 
money would really come in, so that they would 
have the money in hand just in time to meet 
their engagements on the 1st J an nary, 1896. 
That money would not go anywhere but into the 
Bank of England, which would receive both the 
deposits and the instalments. 

Mr. McDONALD: And they get paid for it. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER: Un­

doubtedly; they got a commission. Why should 
they not? By that process, a considerable 
amount of expense w,m!d be avoided, because 
on loans they had to pay 12<. 6d. per cent. 
Imperial stamp duty besides~ per cent. for com­
mission, and a small charge for brokerage, the 
total charges being about £1 10s. per cent. The 
con vero<ion and floating of the loan in the manner 
I have mentioned could only be done by the 
authority of Parli ,ment, and if they waited until 
next session the opportnnity would be entirely 
lost. 

Nfr. J\:IcDoNALD: Why not call Parliament 
together in May next year? 

'l'he COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
even if they did they would not gain much, 
because then they would be driven to the last 
resource and be compelled to put inscribed stock 
on the market, and that could not be done earlier 
than JLrly next year. They would have no time 
to npgotiate with Lhe holders of stock, as that 
would have t<l commence very soon. 

Mr. :FISHER : Are you not n~gotiating now ? 
The COLOXIAL TREASURER: No. How 

could he negotiate before he had authority? If 
he went to the holders of their 6 per cent. 
debentures they would ask him to make an offer. 

i\Ir. PoWERS : ·what do you propose to offer~ 
The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1'he only 

reply he could make was that he would have to 
ask Parliament next session for authoritv to 
make an offer. He must be in a position to make 
them a firm offer, otherwise there would be no 
business done. 

Mr. GRoOM: Why could not a loan be floated 
in August or September next? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
there would be no chanc,3 of floating a loan in 
the "dog days," as everybody was away from 
London gronsB shooting. Summing np the 
whole thing, it meant this: That if they got 
authority to raise the money now, they would be 
in a position to at once cmnmence negotiations, 
but if they waited until next se,;sion they wonld 
be landed in a hole, bec:.use by having to place a 
loan hurriedly on the warket there would be an 
opportunity to ''bear" the market and take 
a:lvantn.ge of the necessities of the C<>lony. Hon. 
members seerr;ed to have a <;n,at fear that the 
proceeds of the loan were gc>ing to he placed in 
the Queensland National Bank. 

ME;I!RI<;RS of the Labm1r pwty: Hear, hear ! 
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The COLONIAL TREASURER said it was 
just as well to say so straightforwardly. 

Mr. FISHER: We intend to prevent it. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER: He in­

tended to prevent it too ; that was to say there 
would be no need for it going into the Queensland 
National Bank at all. The money would be paid 
into the Bank of England, and they would con­
vert the stock. But even if the money were to 
go into the Queensland N ationalBankthere would 
be nothing to fear. It would be just as safe 
there as in the Bank of England. It surprised 
him to hear hon. members on the other side who 
professed to represent the working man express 
such an antipathy and prejudice against the 
bank which had done more than all the other 
banks in the colony to find employment for men 
and to develop the resources of the colony. 

Mr. DmrsFORD : \V e do not fix the market 
price of shares. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER wished hon. 
members opposite would imitate their confre1·es 
in New Zealand. There the Labour Government 
had gone outside their proper functions, and had 
raised a loan of £2,000,000 in order to assist the 
Bank of New Zealand. 

Mr. TuRLEY: They made the Treasurer of the 
colony chairman of directors. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That did 
not come to much. If hon. members opposite 
only knew what were the real interests of the 
colony, they would not attempt to damage that 
particular bank, because in doing that they were 
damaging nearly the whole of the people of the 
colony. Then as to security, under the Act 
which had been passed last year they were in a 
very strong position. If the bank ultimately 
paid everyone 20s. in the £1everybody would be 
satisfied; and if the bank was unable to pay 
everyone in full the Treasurer would be able to 
~tep in, revive the Crown debt with its priority 
over all other creditors, and take possession of 
the whole of the assets, ttnd pay himself in full 
before any other creditor got a penny. Could 
they have any more security than that? 

Mr. HARDACRE :. He can only take what is left. 
HoNOITRABLE MFmmms : No, no. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 

hon. member did not know what he was talking 
about. 

Mr. HARDACRE: They are paying away all the 
time now. There will be nothing left. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said of 
course the hon. member knew more about bank­
ing than anyone else. The banking returns were 
published, and anyone could see them. He had 
examined the accounts of the bank more closely 
than most hon. members and could see no single 
item that was calculated to create a shadow of 
distrust. Hon. members opposite tried to preju­
dice the bank, for what reawn he did not know. 

Mr. McDONALD: .Give us an inquiry; that 
will settle it. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
Act passed last year gave him power· to inquire 
at any time he chose. 

Mr. McDONALD: That is not sufficient. 
The COLONIAL TRBASURER said he 

could hold an inquiry whenever he thought 
proper. He knew nothing would be sufficient 
for the hon. member unless he held the in­
quiry himself. If they allowed the hon. mem­
ber for Leichhardt and the hon. member for 
Jninders to inve~tigate the affairs of the bank 
they might be ~atisfied, but they would be 
the only people in the colony who would 
be. However, that was beside the question. 
The real question hE>fore them was whether it 
was for the benefit of the colony that this 
authority should be given now or postponed until 
they met again next year. He thought, in the 

· interests of the colony it was most emphatically 

and decidedly necessary that the matter should 
be taken in hand at once, so that they might be 
in a position to take advantage of any oppor­
tunity that might occur between now and this 
ti!Iie next year. He felt perfectly confident that 
the scheme he had set forth would be successful, 
and he was also certain that it would be very 
much to the advantage of the finances of the 
colony. 

Mr. HARDACRE: ·what available cash is there 
now to the credit of the Government? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said it was 
made up every Monday as a rule, and there was 
no reason why the hon. member should not 
know. He supposed the hon. member knew 
what the balance was on the 30th June. 

Mr. HARD ACRE : Yes. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER: How much 

was it? 
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. HAilDACRE: According to the Auditor­

General there was £1,090,000 available cash. 
The COLONIAL 'rREASURER : That was 

rather too much for an hon. member to carry in 
his memory especially since the 30th June. Table 
I. showed that at that time there was in the 
Queensland National Bank to the credit of the 
current account £686,866 1Ss. 4d. That was the 
available working balanc0, exclusive of Treasury 
notes. 

Mr. FISHER : What was the London balance? 
The COLONIAL TREASURER :They were 

not dealing with London now. Hon. members 
would also recollect that there was £150,000 
advanced by the Bank of England. 

Mr. HARD ACRE : Y on got money afterwards 
to pay that. Some money came in after 30th 
June which made that up. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER wished the 
hon. member would make his financial state­
ment at the proper time. Starting from that 
balance, the transactions had been as follows:­
They had paid all the expenses of the colony 
up to the end of last month. Every voucher 
had been duly honoured, and he had re­
mitted in gold, because he could not do it 
otherwise, £150,000 to pay off the Bank of 
England. He had rem1tted in drafts £600,000 
to meet the half-year's interest due on 31st 
December; and to-morrow he would remit 
£300,000 towards meeting the interest due on 
30th June next. The working balance that 
would be left in the bank after all those transac­
tions were completed would be £()50,000. No 
doubt that looked very rosy, but all the same 
they were doing little, if anything, more than 
paying their way. There was nothing in those 
figures to encourage them to go into any extrava­
gance. He wanted to save every sixpence he 
could, and if he could save a few thousands of 
pounds by these transactions he should be very 
glad. He would say no more, but simply move 
the resolutions. 

Mr. POWERS said the hon. gentleman in 
proposing these resolutions raised three points. 
The first was that theAe amounts were falling due 
and had to be paid; the second was-\Vas this 
the best way to do it? and the third-Was this 
the best time to do it? He failed entirely to 
show the necessity for taking the step proposed 
at the present time. They had to pay their way, 
and they had to meet these debentures and 
Treasury notes. They would all approve of the 
conversion, but there were two things to do. 
One was to arrange with the persons who held 
bonds to buy others; and the other was a 
conversion by way of raising a loan. The 
hon. gentleman proposed to raise the money by 
3~ per cent. inscribed stock if necessary. But 
the hon. gentleman had already the authority of 
Parliament to raise £1,000,000 at 3~ per cent., 
and no step he could take would put him in a 
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better positwn than he had been put in already. 
Now he was asking for £2,000,000 more, so that 
he would have £3,000,000 to pay off .£2,000,000. 
How much of that money would be wanted 
before July, 1896? Out of the £500,000 
Treasury bills falling due in January only 
.£285,000 were held outside Queensland, and all 
he wanted authority for was to convert the 
6 per cent. debentures, which could be done next 
session. All there was to provide for outside the 
colony was .£285, 000. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER: The savings bank 
has .£339,000. 

Mr. POWERS said he would take the 
£285,000 which the hon. gentleman mentioned. 

The COLONIAL TRK\SURER: The Australian 
Mutual Provident Society holds a large amount. 

Mr. POWERS said there was .£500,000 worth 
of Treasury bills falling due in January, .£228,000 
in April, and .£400,000 in July, 1896, mak­
ing altogether about £1,100,000. Now the hon. 
gentleman pad already authority to borrow 
.£1,000,000, and there would be no difficulty about 
the .£400,000 falling due in July. Ever:v.thing be­
yond the £1,100,000 could be dealt with next se3-
sion. The Treasurer wanted authority to borrow 
six months before the money was wanted; and if he 
did so the colony would have to pay more interest 
than it was really necessary to pay. The hon. 
gentleman did not intend to float the loan if he 
could get the exchange made, but if he could not 
get the exchange made he must float the loan, 
and then he would be paying 1~ per cent. in 
addition to the 6 per cent. already being r:aid 
before the people holding the 6 per cent. deben­
tures would take up the new debentures. The 
hon. gentleman proposed to borrow money at 
3/; per cent.; but if he could exchange at 3/; per 
cent. he could not do better than give nut 
Government stock at 3/; per cent., because if he 
could float debenture stock or inscribed stock he 
could float Government stock at 3/; per cent. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : How much Go­
vernment stock do you think will be taken np? 

Mr. POWERS said he was not going to 
hazard ~tn opinion. If the hon. gentleman did 
not expect that some would be taken up he would 
not have brought the Bill forward. It would be 
better to wait till he had had six months' 
experience of that Act, ~tncl then if he could get 
the money under that Act he would be able to 
provide for the 6 per cent. debentures out of it. 
He had authority under that Act to borrow that 
money for the purpose of paying off either those 
debentures or Treasury bills. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER: Do you propose 
to send Government Savings Bank stock to 
London? 

Mr. POWERS said he was proposing nothing 
of the sort. He was pointing out that if the 
matter were delayed they would have experience 
whether the hon. gentleman could make his 
scheme a success. 

The COLONIAL 'rREASURER: If we get .£100,000 
out of it, that is as much as we shall get. 

Mr. PO\VERS: Then it was a wonder the 
hon. gentleman did not agree to the limit of 
.£500, 000. That was al~o rather an admission 
th~t unless they paid through the nose for it, as 
they had done in the past, the Government could 
not get money at all. If the hon. gentleman 
could do what he wanted by conversion instead of 
by loan, he would have no objection to giving 
authority for that. What he wanted to avoid 
was the possibility of the Government being 
induced to go on the market simply because the 
banks said it WitS a favourable time; and 
the hon. gentleman had not made out a case 
why authority should be given for any­
thing more than the possibility of exchanging 
one set of debentures for another. When he was 
talk ng about the oonversion, he might have 

taken the Committee into his confidence and 
stated what he proposed to pay for the 6 per 
cents. The proposal of the Government amount!ld 
to an admission that the colony could not pay 1ts 
way, and that it was desired to make things easy 
for Governments to pay off deficits by means of 
a loan. But if ever there was a Government 
returned to power for the purpose of wiping off 
a deficit it was the present Government, and the 
s~tme mightJ be said with regard to the lnte 
Coalition Government. But he would far rather 
let the deficit stand as a rock of warning to 
future Governments than wipe it off by a loan 
which would add to the public debt and injure 
the position of the colony on the London market. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : \Vill you under-
take to pay the interest ? . 

Mr. POWERS said it was an unfortunate 
position to have to go to the London market and 
float an additional loan not for the purpose of 
reproductive public works but for the purpose 
of paying off a deficit. Money had been getting 
cheaper and cheaper from time to time, and !'e 
believed they need not fear that they would be 
unable at any time six months or nine months 
hence to get whatever. money they required in 
London at 3~ per cent. Under the circumstances 
he believed the Treasurer ought not to be allowed 
to do more than change the stock at a lower rate 
of interest, and that thev should not give him 
authority to borrow the money until the House 
met in May next year. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
had some experience in connection with loan 
matters in England, and he might tell the Com­
mittee that it was the short notice that did all the 
mischief. "Bears" were to be found in the Stock 
Exchange, and whenever they got an opportunity 
they beared down new stock. In the Stock 
Exchange in England was a ring of people who 
were prepared to make money whenever they 
could, and they would make Queensland's neces­
sity their opportunity. \Vhen the 1887 loan 
was sold every conceivable slander was cast up 
against the colony and its prospects. In floating 
a loan you did not deal with the outside public 
in England who had money to invest, but 
with the jobbers, and they were the men who 
made or marred a loan. As soon as ever it 
became known that a loan was to be floated, they 
asked themselves how much they could make out 
of it. When he WitS at home, the difference 
between the price that Queensland stock realised 
and the price ruling in the market for the same 
class of stook, bearing the same rate of interest, 
was about £3. 

Mr. DRAKE : That was not a short notice loan. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY said it was 

a very short notice loan. There were wars and 
rumours of war at the time, and the colony was 
compelled to get the money at short notice, and 
the result was that the colony lost very heavily 
over it. His knowledge of Queensland and its 
prosperity induced him to invest in that stock. 
He backed up the credit of the colony with his 
money, and profited by it. It was the right 
thin~ to do, and he would do it agam if similarly 
situated. He believed that what he did and what 
he said had a moderate effect o£ inducing sqme 
whom he knew to purchase our stock. If the 
authority to borrow did not get home before 
next June nothing would be done by the brokers 
until September or October. It was the jobbers 
who took up the stock to sell ; they paid 
down the percentage and waited for a rise in the 
market. Having closely observed the way things 
were worked in the money market, he could not 
too strongly impress the Committee with the 
necessity of taking time by the forelock. The 
people who bought the stock only looked at the 
colony and its solvency. The object for which 
the money was wanted was not so narrowly 
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inquired into as the hon. member for Mary­
b<~rough seemed to think. The only questir>n 
Wlch t.he buyers was, \V ere they satisfied with the 
se' urity ? And he believed they would be per­
fectly s"'t.isfied with the security of Queensbnd. 
The colony had been straightforward and strictly 
h<·nest in regard to the mode in which money had 
been expended on the rail ways ; and as a 'large 
portion of the deficit was incurred in payin'S 
inLeres.t on railway construction, it might fairly 
be adued to the capital value of the railwa}'3, 
He did not think the funding of the floating debt 
would induce any Government to embark on 
the reckless comse that every Government in 
the past had done. Governments had come to 
their senses, and the SHne thing was not likely 
to oqcur again. The deficit had been incurred 
by men who were as well-intentioned as the 
h<>n. wember for J\Iaryborongb or him,elf. It 
ha<l often been stated there that members of the 
Government were intere8ted in the Queensland 
National Bank. Speaking for himselt', the only 
interest he ever had in the bank was the interest 
he was now receiving from it in conBequence 
of his deposit being locked up. He had always 
been independent of banks in Queensland, ai1d 
he hac! always been independent of the ~lueens­
land N'atiomtl Bank. He believed he wns the 
oHly member on the Government l•ench who 
had had any business transactions with that ban!t. 
The Treasurer was as anxious as hon. members 
oprosite to act for th&c good of the colony in 
getting the money and in keeping it safely when 
he did get it. Hon. members should drop those 
suspicions about members of the Government in 
connection with the loan and in connection with 
dealings with banks. The Government were 
trying to give timely notice to the holders of deben­
tures so that they could convert them, and they 
wanted to be in the position to get the conversion 
etitcted at the best price for the colony. 

Mr. POWERS asked, with reference to the 
"hulling" and "bearing" which thP Govern­
ment feared would take place in connection with 
their securities if Extended notice were not given 
of a loan, if it was not usual to give very short 
notice? He remembered that a loan which had 
gone off badly when the hon. member for Bulimba 
had been Treasurer had been given notice of 
long before it was actually floated ; while OJ1C 

loan which had been floated by New South 
\Vales had g0ne off very well, although only 
about forty-eight hours' notice had been given. 
After all, it was not the brokers whom the 
Government consulted, but the Bank of Eng­
land. The shorter notice that the money mar­
ket had of the floating of a loan the better for 
the colony. 

The COLONJ AL TREASURER said that 
long notice had been given in 1884. As,, role 
short notice was given as a matter of expediency. 

Mr. DRAKE : 'What becomes of the short 
notice argnment then? · 

Mr. FISHER ,aid that the discussion was an 
answer to the statement made by the Treaourer, 
that it was not necessary to talk about the 
matter at all. The hon. gentlerl2an had asked 
them in the first place whether their obligations 
should not be met. That h"d never been denied. 
The only attempt that had been made to <leny 
that had been by a gentleman who now 
occupied the chief judicial position on the 
bench. His second question had been whether 
it was wise at the present time to con vert 
Treasury bills into a funded debt. He believed 
the financi"'l authorities were on the other side 
on that question. He did not pretend to have 
any financial ability, but a little common sense 
was necessary in dealing with the ~uestion. 
Another question which he would have liked the 
Treasurer to answer was why he had not pro-

posed to convert the whole of the Treasury bills, 
and prevent what was now proposed going on 
continuously? If it was a good thing to convert 
'sollle of the Treasury bills into funded stock, it 
was a good thing to convert the whole of them, 
s<> that they wonld not be a bugbe>.r to fnture 
Trr,surers. The total amount of Treasury bills 
was £1,4c3,500, and it was only proposed to con­
vert £1,123,000. The hon. gentleman claimed 
that he would make a saving of £22,000 by con­
verting the 13 per cent. loan into a 3j, per cent. loan, 
but surely he diJ not claim that that was a feat of 
financial genius, because ever since 1884 they had 
been floating loans at that rate of interest, all of 
which had been succ<o,ful but the last. That 
had been a serious failure, although there was 
plenty of financial "'bility in the Government 
which had put the loan on the market. The 
present Chief Justice w ~s Premier and Sir T. 
M:ci!wraith wa,, Treasurer, and the Ministry 
contained all the talents. According to the report 
of the Auditor-Generel for la't year the amount 
of thn loan solcl'h:1fl been £1,182,400, which had 
realised .£1,050,] Dl4s., an average of £881Gs. 4d., 
the net i>roceulB, after allowing for all charges, 
being £1,014,23:3 Ss. That loan had discredited 
the colony in tbe eyes of the whole world owing 
to the su!Tnunding circumstances. Those who 
m,wipulated the L,,mdon market did not care for 
what purpose a loan was floated. The last loan 
had been ostensibly floated for pnblic works, but 
it was known that it was floated owing to the 
pri ntte necessiti' ,3 of the Queensland National 
Bank. 'l'he brokers in London knew th;,t it was 
only a blind when it was said that it was for 
public work~'. The report of the Auditor­
General stated in regard to the dispocal of loan 
baln.nces that the Bank of England had ad­
vanced to the Government on the 17th .June, 
1SD2, a sum of £.100,000 which had been repaid 
by the s,,Je of Tr casury bills in October, 1892. 
Another advance of £GOO,OOO was obtained on 
20th December, 18!!2, and repaid by the proceeds 
of the sale of inscribed stock in February and 
JYhrch, 1893. Both of those advances were 
obtained to provide funds for the payment of the 
half-:vearly interest, and the latter should not 
have been required, there being sufficient funds to 
the credit of the Government in London to meet 
all liabilities, especially as £300,000 was sent 
from Brisbane, which, howe1·er, was only credited 
on 3rd January, 1893. That from the Auditor­
General's report was quite enough to create a 
little distrust, although he admitted that there 
was a different kind of loan. He was pleased 
to he,;r that the money would be safe in the 
Queensland National Bank, and thought if 
things were managed in a nwre open and states~ 
manlike way, there would be none of the sus­
picion that existed regLtrding that institution. 
The sooner the real facts were made known the 
better, and great eredit would attach to the first 
l'!Iinis"er who would have the conrage to cause 
an investigation to be made. People had been 
prejudiced against it on account of the political 
influence it exercised. They had also had the 
Premier's statement that this loan had not been 
mentioned previously because it was only 
recently that it h3d been intimated that the 
market was favourable for the placing of a loan. 

'rhe 00LO:'\IAL TREASURER: No. 
Mr. :FISHER said that was what he under­

stood. If the hon. gentleman was determined to 
come down with a loan proposal he should have 
given them a hint of it earlier in the session, and 
have taken hon. members more into his confi­
dence. He had pointed out that they were trying 
to keep off the money market nntil it was 
absolutely necessary to float a loan. The hon. 
gentleman could Jet it be known that he was 
going to float a loan, and they would find the same 
thing occurring as had occurred w ben they talked 
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about exchanging lands on the Darling Downs, 
in which case the Secretary for Lands received 
offers before the Bill came before the House. 
Sometimes legislation was the outcome of pre­
vious evento, He had no doubt that the GoYern­
ment had in their possession information which 
had led them to apply for this power, and it was 
a lamentable fact that notwithstanding the large 
amount of land sold at 10s. per acre, the deficit 
had been very slightly reduced. He did not 
believe the country was in such an impoverished 
state, or that their debt was such a mighty one. 
There were countries which had a larger debt 
brought about by wars or by the nece,sity to 
prGJvide for war, and not by the construction of 
rail ways, even if they were political rail ways. 
The question at present was not one of borrowing 
money, but whether this was an opportune 
time. He thought it was not opportune, and 
believed it would be better to wait for 
another twelve months. He also objected to the 
policy of converting the floating debt, on the 
principlr" that it was right that there should be as 
great a check as possible upon the Ministry, so 
as to prevent them doing any harm to the 
colony in general. 

The HoN. J. R. DIOKSO~ said he always 
drew a line of demarkation between the functions 
of Parliament and those of the ExEcutive, and 
the province of Parliament was to criticise 
the dimensions and objects of loans proposer! 
to be floated; but the manner and time of 
floating them entirely devolved upon the 
Executive, who would have better sources of 
information at hand. They had to accept the 
responsibility of floating a loan under the best 
circumstances, and if they made a mistake they 
incurred the censure of Parliament. Bnt for a 
deliberative body to fix hard-and-fast lines in 
these matters was departing from the proper 
spirit of Parliament, and going outside the con­
stitutional functions of that Assembly. He did 
not think they were at liberty to criticise the ex­
tent of this loan, because it dealt with obligations 
which must be met and was not to initiate new 
services. The Government had adopted a very 
proper (lourse in taking time by the forelock, 
although he would deprecate putting the loan on 
the market at once because it ·would entail a 
double burden of interest; but after the explana­
tion of the Treasurer he had no apprehensions 
upon that point. The con version of these de­
bentures would result in a saving of over £21,000, 
and he thought the Government had every en­
couragement to ask the House for authority, and 
to take the proper steps for making arrangements 
with the holders of stock in Great Britain. 
"Within the last twenty years there had never 
been a time when stocks bearing a Government 
endorsement were so favourably received in 
Great Britain as at present ; and the tendency 
was now to eschew the stocks of private or public 
financial institutions, capitalists being somewhat 
dismayed by the collapse of the large banking 
institutions in 1893. During the last month 
Queensland 3~ per cents had attained 99~ or 99!, 
D,nd the largest English brokers expressed the 
opinion that in a few weeks par would be readily 
obtained. Therefore, while there was such a 
tendency on the part of investors to go in for 
stocks issued by the dependencies of the British 
Empire, the time was remarkably opportune 
to offer an opportunity of conversion to the 
holders of the 6 per cent. stocks maturing on the 
1st January, 1896. The longer term of the new 
loan would commend itself to the holders of the 
6 per. cent. stocks, a form of investment no 
longer obtainable. There were now very few 
issues of 4 per cent. stocks, and 3! per cent. was 
considered a fair rate, which having a forty 
years' term to run would very likely commend 
them as a favourite investment. He would have 

liked, if it could have been done, to see these 
Treasury bills elminated from the Loan Bill. 

Mr. McDONALD called attention to the state 
of the Committee. 

Quorum formed. 
The HoN. J. :R. DICKSON said that on two 

previous occa"ions there bad been provision in a 
Loan Bill for Treasury bills issued to cover a tem­
porary deficiency of revenue, and the experiment 
was now being repeated ; at the same time, he 
regretted the nec••,sity for it, and he:1rtily en­
dorsed the opinion that, had opportunity allowed 
of the further extension of the special sales of 
land to provide for these obligations, it would 
have been better to extinguish them in that way 
rather than by adding to the funded debt of the 
colony. Whenever Treasury bills were issued 
hereafter to provide for temporary deficiency in 
revenue, some provision should be made for estab­
lishing a sinking fund to provide for their extinc· 
tion, otherwise they became a burden which had 
to be transferred to the funded debt. Under the 
circumstances, however, the Government could 
not be blamed for endeavouring to remove from 
the obligations of immediately approaching years 
the retirement of the'e Treasury bills by including 
them in the loan. He drew a marked distinction 
between the Bill relating to Government Savings 
B·ctnk stock and the loan proposals now before the 
Committee. That stock would be operated upon 
locally and intermittently as opportunity arose 
with funds at present in the Government Savings 
Bank or with special funds to be invested in con· 
nection with the estates of deceased persons, for 
instance; it would not be inscribed Government 
stock issued in London and registered in the 
books of the Bank of England. The £1,000,000 
of Government Savings Bank stock was merely a 
reserve fund to be operated upon chiefly in con­
nection with Government Savings Bank transac­
tions, with the view of facilitating-the conversion 
by persons who had large sums of money in that 
institution of such deposits into savings bank 
stock. The issue now under consideration was 
entirely an issue for the specific object of con­
verting the existing loan obligations and the 
Treasury bills, and Government were wise in 
taking the present favourable opportunity to get 
permission to issue this stock with the view of 
effecting that conversion during the ensuing 
twelve or eighteen months. He looked hope­
fully to the time when the colony would hwe to 
resume public works with the revival of pros­
perity, and he should be sorry t@ think that 
they were apprehensive of the ability of this 
great country to discharge far larger obligations 
th;m those for which it was responsible at present. 

Mr. McDONALD thought it was very dis­
courteons on the part of the Colonial Treasurer 
not to have been present for the last half-hour 
while a £2,000,000 loan was being considered. 
The hon. gentleman bad said that the Labour 
party had a continual prejudice against the 
Queensland National Bank ; but he (Mr. 
McDonald) had no prejudice whatever a;rainst the 
bank. At the time the banks had to close their 
door8 during the financial crisis, there wa~ a 
motion moved by a member of the Labour 
party, asking for an impartial inquiry into the 
management and )JOSition of that bank, and if 
that inquiry had been held, and it had been 
found that the position of the institution was 
sound, it would have gone further than anything 
else towards restoring confidence in the bank 
and in the colony generally. Another thing to 
which he wished to refer was the statement that 
there was not a man in the Ministry who had 
any interest in that bank. If Sir T. MciJ. 
wraith was not a shareholder, someone belong­
mg to him was a shareholder in the bank. 
The Premier also stated that there was a 
suspicion amongst some members of the Labour 
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party that the money was wanted purely to 
assist that bank. He (Mr. McDonald) ·had 
been of that opinion until he heard the answer 
of the Premier yesterday to a que,;tion put by 
him. It appeared that the bank had volun· 
tarily paid off £300,000 of the 11mount de· 
posited. The bank, in doing that, showed that 
it had no u.~e for the money, and instfad of 
meeting the obligation made with the Govern­
ment to pay '1~ per cent. on that sum, they re­
turnecl it to the Government, and the GovernmPnt 
replaced it in the bank at 2 per cent. On that 
transaction the bank would make 21, per cent. 
\Vith regard to the conversion of the ~Id loan, it 
was no doubt wise to do that as early as pos,;ib!e; 
but he would repeat what he had often said 
before, that a sinking fund ought long ago to 
have been established, so that loans might be 
redeemed as they fell due. At present the public 
debt hung like a huge millstone round the neck 
of the colony. Instead of meeting the floating 
debt out of general revenue the Government 
were going to fund it ; and no cloubt they would 
be told next year by some of the Government 
supporters, if not by the Government them­
selve2, that they had wiped off the deficiency, 
and people outside who did not understand the 
matter would imagine t.bat it was a good sort 
of Government that could raise over !::1,000,000 
in one yeat. The colony had entered into 
certain obligations which had to be met at a 
certain time; if they could not be met without 
additional taxation, th<e sooner that taxation was 
put on the better. There was one good thing 
about the loan proposals of the Government­
they would do away with the necessity for the 
Special Sales of Land Act; and for that rea,on 
alone he felt il!clined to support the funding of 
the Treasury b1lls. That Act was a disgrace to 
the statute-book, and under it some of the most 
valuable assets of the colony had been sacrificed. 
Before concluding, he wished it to be distinctly 
unclerstood that he had no prejudice whatever 
against the Queensland National Bank. The 
only thing he wanted to see was an impartial 
inquiry made into its affairs, ancl if the bank 
came out satisfactorily it woulcl not have a 
warmer supporter in the colony than himself. 

Mr. HARD ACRE eaid that a few nights ago 
the Treasurer made an interjection to a remark 
of his that the advice of Sir T. Mcilwraith 
would do more good in ten minutes than all his 
(Mr. Hardacre's) talk would do in ten vears. 
The present proposal of the Government 'vas an 
eloquent commentary on that remark. They 
were endeavouring to-night to clear up the 
blunders-the ignominious failures-of those 
heaven-born geniuses, Sir T. Mcilwraith and 
Sir S. W. Griflith. 'l'he largest portion of the 
proposed loan wag made up of T!"easury bills 
to the extent of £1,128,000.. That, however, was 
not the whole of the Treasury bills that had been 
floated to meet the deficit; the total amount was 
£1,430,000. It was worth while inquiring into 
the way that vast floating debt had been 
incurred. To do that they must go back to the 
year 188,1-5. At tbat time, just prior to the 
£10,000,000 loan, and when Sir S. W. Griffith 
took office for the firot time, there was a credit 
balance of £55,174. In 1885-6 there was a lo·,s 
on the revenue of £260,221, leaving for the first 
time a deficit amounting- to £151,000. In 1886-7 
there was a loss of £456, 79G, increasing the 
deficit to £607,883. In 1887-8 there was a Ios> 
of £168,000, malring the deficit £776,000. In 
1888-9, when Sir T. Mci!wraith came into power, 
there was a surplus of £63,000, but it was only 
manufactured for that particular year; for the 
next year they found the largest loss on revenue 
in the histo.ry of the colony, £494.229, bringing 
up the deficit to £1,206,!507. In 1890-91, the period 
of the Oo:.lition Government, which was placed 

in power for the sole purpose of wiping off the 
deficit, there was a loss of £110,000, increasing 
the deficit to £1,303,576. l\ext year the loss 
was £27G,564, and the deficit £1,701,085. In 
1892-3 the loss was £260,000, and the deficit 
£l,!IG1,82G. Treasury bills to the amount of 
£1,400,000 were then sold, leaving a nominal 
deficit of £2L3,GOS. Out of the total deficit 
the colony owed to the Mcilwraith Adminis­
tration no less than £1,12D,U9!J. He was con­
fident that hon. h1embers on his side, however 
incapable they might be, could not have made 
a woree mess of things than had been made 
by the Coolition Government and that which 
had succeeded it. He was to some extent pleased 
that the Government intended to wipe out 
the mess which they themselves had made, 
so that any Government which came after 
them would <not have thfl burden to bear which 
they had created. At the same time there 
was no necessity for the whole of the amount 
the Governmen~t asked for. According to the 
Auditor-General's report there was £1,250,000 
available, and a fnrther sum of £190,000, or 
even £240,000, might be taken from the surplus 
gold lying as an asset against the Treasury 
notes, w that even if they only took the 
>-mall amount of £330,500 from those moneys 
they would leave "' very large sum to meet 
all emergencies. A very large amount of the 
G per cent. debentures and of the Treasury 
bills were held by the s<evings bank. Deben­
tures were held to the value of £347,500, and 
Trea,ury notes to the value of £222,000. Then 
they had passed a Bill recently to enable the 
Treasurer to issue saving" bank stock to the ex­
tent of £1,000,000, and the Treasurer told them 
that he woud be able to get £100,000 from that. 
·without going to the London market at all 
the Treasurer would thns be ablA to get £GG!l,500, 
and that with the £B30,500 which he could get 
from the sources he had already mentioned would 
give him £1,000,000, so that he would only 
require another £1,000,000 to meet all his 
liabilities. Fr,,m the reports of the Statist and 
other financial journals the money market was 
likely tn be quite as favourable next year for 
floating a loan a" the present time. He objected 
to paying off the deticit by the issue nf a ne1v 
lnah if it could possibly be avoided. But there 
was vlso this fact. to be taken into con­
sideration, that if in addition to the large 
amount now lying available in the banks 
the Government borrowed another £2,000,000 
they would be able to commence public works 
for the purpose of bribing constituer.cies when 
they were approaching the time for a general 
election. Some members now sitting on the 
Government side had in the past strongly opposed 
a loan for unspecified rmblic works, but if they 
allowed the Government to use the large sum 
which would be at their disposal they would be 
ju't in the same position as if they agreed to let 
the Government raise a loan for unspecified 
public works. He bad no objection to the Gc­
vernment converting the loan, but he strenuously 
objected to their going upon the Lonclon money 
mat ket when, according to the Auditor-General's 
report, there was no necessity to borrow such an 
enorrnou:-: :;mm. 

Mr. DUNSli'ORD said that that was an 
occasion when those who did not believe in 
running the business of the country on loan 
money shonld express their condemnation of the 
sygtem. The time had come when the Govern­
ment ohnuld see if they could not devise some 
scheme by which the national debt could be 
reduced instead of increased. Having to provide 
interest on some £32,000,000 was crippling the 
colony, and as something like £18,000,000 had 
been spent in improving the value of land by the 
construction of railways through them, it was 
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time that a special hnd tax was imposed in order to 
establish a sinking fund for the redemption of that 
part of the debt. It was possible that the Treasurer 
might be able to convert some portion of the loan 
and of the Treasury bills by exchange, but. if 
they pas,ed the resolutions, they would give him 
power to borrow £2,000,000, and taking that in 
conjunction with the fact that he had been given 
power to issue savings bank stock, he would be 
able to increase the debt by another £1,000,000. 
He refused to agree to give that power to the 
'l'reasurer because they wAre already far enough 
in debt, but he also objected because he did not 
think the £2.000,000 would be required. ·with the 
money the Treasurer would get from the savings 
bank stock, he believed that if he came down 
next sr<<ion and asked for permission to borrow 
£1,000,000 he would have sufficient to pay his 
way. The Colonial Secretary had given them 
many reasons why they should not go on to the 
London market if they could avoid it, and he had 
told them all about the way the market was 
first "beared' and then "hulled." ·The hon. 
gentleman had given them strong reasons why 
they should not go to the Britisher at all. If it 
was necessary to borrow money, they should try 
to get it from the people in the colony, so that the 
interest would remain in the colony. He 
intended to vote against the proposals. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
there seemed to be Rome confusion over the 
Savings Bank Stock Bill, which provided for the 
in vestment of the funds of the depositors. That 
Bill gave him power to iesue inscribed stock to 
tbe amount of £1,000,000, and he had listened 
with· great surprise to the extremely sanguine 
anticipations of some hon. members on the other 
side as to the amount of money that was likely 
to be invested in the manner provided. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : You would not accept 
£500,000. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he had 
stated at the time that the amount was of very 
little consequence, because that Bill wrLs not in­
tended to be an annual Bill, but a measure which 
would remain on the statute-book he hoped for 
ever, and when the £1,000,000 limit was reached 
they would have to ask Parliament for authority 
to issue further debentures. He did not wish 
them to think that the Bill was brought in for 
the pnrpos0 of assisting the Government in 
paying its debts, because its real object was to 
provide a safe investment for people who had 
money which could be disposed of in that way. 
They did not want to draw money into the 
saving;; bank, but to induce people to take it 
out. No money would be drawn away from 
trade and commerce, but a safe inve.stment 
would be offered to trustees and others. He 
did not anticipate that any large amount would 
crnne in during the present financial year, so 
that it could not be available for the purposes 
for which this loan was intended. If more 
money came in than they expected, the colony 
had " debt of £30,000,000, and it was always 
open to us to convert P"rt of that. It was not 
necessary that all the Treasury bills should be 
provided for in this loan, but only those falling 
in up to July, 189G. The next lot would be due 
in October, 1898, and they were held mostly in the 
colony. 'l'he last lot, which fell due.in January, 
189!), were already the pr~>perty of the savings 
bank, and could be converted at any convenient 
time. The two things should not be mixed up 
at all, bec>tuse they dealt with quite different 
things. 

:Mr. LEAHY said that, as they were going in 
for retrenchment, the Treasurer might consider 
whether he could not float the loan at a re­
duced rate. Victoria and South Australia would 
float this loan at a cost of £5,000, while Queens­
land would have to pay £10,000. There was 

not much to object to in the loan, and it was 
very satisfactory to know that it would not in· 
crease the debt of the colony. Whether this 
was the proper time to float it was open to 
argument. He understood the hon. member for 
Bulimba to say that the period of this loan would 
be forty years; and it was satisfactory to know 
that it would not fall due at a time when there 
were other heavy sums to pay in London. He 
hoped the matter he had referred to would be 
taken into consideration. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said all 
those things would be taken into consideration. 
For the present they were under an agreement 
with the Bank of England, and it wonld require 
considerable inducement to make the Govern­
ment take its business away. The hank had 
always been friendly, and had given assistance to 
the colony which had been of great value. How­
ever, the matter would receive consideration. 

Mr. RA WLINGS thought the Premier was 
quite right in asking for mone:y to cm! vert these 
lo"ns, and there was nothing hke takmg plenty 
of time. The last loan had been a fiasco for no 
other reason than the hurried way in which it 
was floated, and which resulted in a loss of over 
£&0,000. He had been wondering why the 
Treasurer wanted £2,000,000 when he already 
had £1,000,000, and he had only to pay £2,000,000. 
He could not see why the hon. gentleman should 
require to borrow more than £1,400,~00 at the 
outside, unless he wanted it for pubhc works, 
to which he (Mr. Rawlings) had no objection. 
It was a mistake to come down and say all the 
money would be required for conversion purpo~e''· 
He did not think it wa8, and would vote agamst 
it, believing that £1,000,000 or £1,400,000 would 
be sufficient. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed ; and the resolution was 

agreed to. 
GOVERNMENT LOAN BILL. 

FIRST READING. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER presented a 

Bill founded on the resolution passed in Com­
mittee of ·ways and Means, and moved that it 
be read a first time. 

Question put and passed. 

SECOND READING. 
ThP COLONIAL TREASURER : I move 

that the Bill be now read a second time. 
Mr. FISHER: I think that private business 

should intervene between now and the third 
reading of this Bill. It is only fair that private 
business should be disposed of before this Bill is 
passed. 

Question put and passed. 

CoMMITTEE. 
Clause 1 put and passed. 
On clause 2-"Loan secured upon consolidated 

revenue''-
Mr. FISHER. said it was absurd to have a Bill 

shoved into the hands of hon. members, and 
allow the clauses to be passed without being 
read. It was making-legishtion an absurdity. 

The COLONIAL TR.EASUR.ER said the Bill 
was word for word the same as any other Loan 
B1ll. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 3 put and passed. 
On clause 4-" Debentures falling due in 1896 

and Treasury bills may be exchanged for stock at 
ag-reed rates"-

Mr. McDONALD asked whether the Treasurer 
could give any idea as to what rate~ would be 
agreed to ? The rates might he exorlntant. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER. said the 
matter was one that must be managed by the 
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Government. A loan could not be managed by 
talking in committee. Of course the terms would 
be the best the Government could get. 

Mr. MoDONALD said the Colonial Secretary 
bad let the Committee know something as to the 
"faking" that went on in connection with the 
floating of loans. He said that when he was in 
England be saw how they worked little dodges 
by which they made money out of Queensland, 
and he chipped in to make a bit too. He 
discovered that a ring of brokers were "bearing" 
the market, and doing everything they could to 
depreciate the credit of the colony, so that they 
might make exorbitant rates out of the floatina 
of the loan, and it was possible that the sam~ 
thing might be clone again. It would not Le 
judicious on the part of the Treasurer to enter 
into this faking up business, so that he might be 
forced, by those people "bearing" the market, 
to pay exorbitant rates for the floating of this 
loan or this conversion. It was one of those 
things they ought to have some idea about. The 
Treasurer had told the Committee he was going 
to make the best tern1s he could, but it was quite 
po"ible a blunder might be made, and the best 
terms might be very expemive. 

:'.fr .. FISHER ::tsked, with regard to the loan 
matunng next year, whether holders who at 
once exchanged their stock for the new scrip 
would get more stock per £100 than they held at 
the present time, to counterbalance the lower 
rate of intereHt for the unexpired term. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: ~otneces­
sarily so. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 5-" Sums borrowed to be placed to 

the credit of the conRolidated revenue fnnd "­
Mr. HARDACRE Raid that according to the 

wording of the clause the money to be borrowed 
could be used for general purposes. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said there 
was another Bill to be introduced which would 
provide for the specific appropri::ttion of the 
money_ 

Clause put and pa,,.,ed. 
CJ::uses G to 9, inclusive, and preamble pa~sed 

as prmted. 
The House resumed ; the CHAII\MAN reported 

the Bill without amendment. 

THIRD READING. 
The Bill was read a third time, passed, and 

ordered to be transmitted to the Council for their 
concurrence. 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 4. 
Fms1' AND SECOND RrcADING. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER presented a 
Bill to authorise the appropriation out of the 
consolidated revenue fund of a further sum of 
£2,000,000 towards the service of the year 
ending on the 30th June, 1895, and moved that 
it be printed. 

Question put and passed. 
The Bill was read a first ::~nd second time. 

ColiiMITTEE. 
On clame 1-" Appropriation"-
Mr. FISHER said that as most of the mem­

bers on thaL side of the House were unused to 
parliamentary procedure, he thought it was only 
right that they should be supplied with Bills .of 
that important character before they had been 
read a second time. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said every­
thing it contained had been approved of already. 

Clause put and passed. 
The remaining clauses, the schedule, and the 

preamble were passed as printed. 
The House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported 

the Bill without amendment. 

THIRD READING. 
The Bill was read a third time, passed, and 

ordered to be transmitted to the Council for their 
concurrence. 

.MESSAGES FROM THE COUNCIL. 
The SPEAKER read messages from the 

Council, returning the Meat and Dairy Produce 
Encouragement Bill, the Government Savings 
Bank Stock Bill, and the Agricultural Lands 
Purchase Bill, with amendments in which the 
concurrence of the Assembly was requested. 

Messages ordered to be considered in committee 
to-morrow. 
MUSGRA VE WHARF EXTENSION BILL. 

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT. 
On the motion of the COLONIAL SECRE­

TARY, the House in committee agreed to the 
Council's amendment in this Bill, and the Bill 
was ordered to be returned to the Council with a 
message intimating the concurrence of the As­
sembly in the amendment. 

CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT. 

The ATTORNEY . GENERAL said the 
Council insisted upon the amendment they had 
previously made in clause G, for reasons which 
they gave at length (vide page 1483). On the 
last occasion he had moved that the amendment 
be agreed to, and having given his reasons very 
fully then he did not propose to reiterate them. 
He had given his opinion that the clause, even 
with the amendment, would fully protect those 
whom the Bill was intended to protect, and it 
allayed the fears of timorous people, who thought 
lines of trndeentirely outside producing lines would 
be interfered with without it. It would do good 
in another respect, as it would call people's atten­
tion to an easy means by which they could protect 
themselves by the issue of definite instructions. 
He hoped the Committee would accept the 
amendment, as if it was rejected the Bill would 
be lost. 

Mr. MoDONALD : It is better that it should 
be lost than that we should knuckle down to 
them. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL was as averse 
to knuckling down as anyone, but what he 
proposed was not knuckling down_ They were 
dealing with a matter of detail, and legislation 
could only be carried on by compromise. He had 
given his professional opinion that the farmers of 
the country would be protected under the clause. 
Tho~e who sold for cash would be absolutely 
protected, and those who sold otherwise than for 
cash had a means pointed out in the Bill itself 
by which they could protect themselves. It 
was paying a poor compliment to the intelli­
gence of their farmers to say that they could 
not send written instructions with their consign­
ments to show what they wished should be done 
with the proceeds of their sale. There were 
other portions of the Bill dealing with essential 
matters of the administration of the criminal 
law, and one clause dealing with commission 
agents and people of that class which it would 
be a great pity to lose. They could agree to 
the amendment without snff8ring the slightest 
loos of dignity, and he moved that the Com­
mittee did not insist, upon their disagreement 
with the Legislative Council's am8ndment in 
clause G. 

The HoN. G. THORN wished to ask the 
Attorney-General a question on a point of law. 
Suppose a consignor sold the goods of a con­
signe0, and did not misappropriate the proceeds, 
but kept the consignee off from day to day and 
week to week, or suppose he put the proceeds 
into a trmt account, and then put the consignee 
off, where would the criminal act commence 
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Would it commence at once when the money was 
not paid on demand, or would it not com­
mence until after the consignor became insolvent? 

The ATTORJ'\EY-GENEHAL said that the 
question was a very absurd one. The criminal 
act would begin at the commencement of tbe 
criminal act. It would be a matter for the jury 
to decide when the criminal intent began in 
each case. It need not nece~sarily be at the time 
of insolvency. 

The HoN. G. THORN said that the hon. 
gentleman would find when the Bill became law 
that his view of the law was the correct one. 

Mr. McDONALD said that the Committee 
was deliberately insulted by being asked to ac­
cept what they had r>reviously, after mature con­
sideration and by a substantial majority, declined 
to accept. That should have been sufficient to 
have kept the Attorney-General from again pro­
posing that the amendment should be agreed to. 
Anotlwr thing was that many members who had 
previously voted against the amendment had left, 
not expecting the question to come on, while 
the hon. gentleman had a big following on 
the other side. He had thought that the 
Attorney-General had more backbone; but the 
way in which he had backed and filled over the 
matter did not tend to strengthen his position as 
a future Premier. If he had fought the amend­
ment to the end he would have had the good 
wishes of every hon. member. 

Mr. GROOM said that he had previouslv 
opposed the amendment; but he did not feel 
justified in disregarding the assurance of the 
Attorney-General. He ditl not want to offer 
further obstruction to the matter, and he was 
prepared to accept the compromise of the 
Attorney-General. They could not expect to 
carry their point, as many members who had 
been opposed to the amendment had left, not 
expecting any business to be proceeded with after 
the loan propoFals were disposed of. He would 
accept the interpretation of the hon. gentleman; 
and next session, if the clan se was found to give 
insufficient protection to consignors, it could be 
amended. He knew the difficulty of dealing with 
the question, and that the merch>tnts felt that the 
forei~n consignment business would be very much 
interfered with by the clause. 

Mr. FISHER regretted that the Bill was not 
before them. That was a piece of contempt 
towards hon. members. It almost looked like 
a conspiracy to defeat the ends of justice. They 
had to look up Hansard to find out what the 
amendment was. 

The A•rTORNEY-GENERAL: It is not my fault 
that hon. members have no Bills. I have not 
got one either. 

Mr. FISHER contended that the Bill should 
be put before them as amended by the Council. 
If the Attorney-General had been right in the 
stand he had bken before he should have stuck to 
it regardless of the consequences. On the last two 
occasions on which the Bill had been before them 
it had resolved itself into a contest between the 
two Chambers, and now the Chamber which had 
the most backbone was to have its way_ The 
very claRS whom the clause had originally been 
intended to get at had been the very class that 
had been trying to eliminate the clause. They 
evidently wished to carry on the same game in 
the future that they had carried on in the 
past. If the farmers' rcpresentati ves had been 
going the other way there would have been a howl 
in both Chambers about the grievances of the 
hrrners. He hoped the matter would not be 
allowed to drop. He would far rather sacrifice 
the whole Bill than allow the Committee to be 
put in snch an undignified position. Let the 
question ripen, and then it would not be a ques-

tion of a clause in a Bill, but of the power of the 
other Chamber to mutilate legislation passed by 
the Assembly. 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS .asked 
hon. members not to fight the matter to the end. 
Other parts of the Bill would enable them to get 
at embezzling scoundrels who had esc~tped in the 
past. He had tried hard in 1889 to get the 
matter remedied, and he asked hon. members to 
accept the compromise and g-ive the farmers 
some measure of protection. 

Mr. FOXTON said that most of the speeches 
had dwelt too much npon the dignity of the Com­
mittee, and not sufficiently upon the reasons 
which the Council had given for the amendment. 
If hon. members would show that the reasons 
were fallacious, he could understand their posi­
tion. They were there to do business, irrespec­
tive of whether they lost dignity or not; and he 
had been shown by commercial men that the 
clause as originally passed by them would have had 
a very disastrous effect upon the trade ofthe colony. 
Unless they were able to show that the reasons 
were not good reasons it was a fair thing for the 
Committee to acknowledge that they had possibly 
desired more than was good for the country. 
At any rate, it was far better to pocket a little 
of the dignity that hon. members were so scared 
about, and get some measure of reform, than to 
run the risk of losing the whole Bill. As to the 
complaint that some members who were opposed 
to the amendment were absent, it was very 
likely that when its rejection wa~ imisted upon 
previously, other members were absent. 

Mr. LEAHY suggested that a~ they could not 
afford mueh time to discuss the matter, and 
several members were absent, they should post­
pone the matter and take a division to-morrow 
night without debate. He believed that mem­
bers on that side of the Committee would agree 
to that. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL had not the 
slightest wish to force his views on the subject on 
any member of the Committee. He had said all 
along that he would not make it a party ques­
tion, and he had no objection to take a division 
when there was a full House, but only on the 
understanding that if the majority struck out the 
proviso inserted by the Council they should 
strike out the clause as well, and so save the rest 
of the Bill. By adopting that course there would 
be no loss of dignity on either side, as each 
would withdraw what they had put in the 
clause. 

Mr. MORGAN hoped that the Committee 
would not strikP. out the whole clause. The 
hon. gentleman had a distinct object in intro­
ducing the original clause, and if they could not 
get all they wanted they should get aa near to 
the attainment of their object as posBible. 
He knew from experience that legislation upon 
that question was very much needed in the 
interest of a large section of the community, 
and he felt compelled in the interest of 
that section to accept the compromise offered 
by the Council, because he believed, from 
the opinion which had been expressed by the 
Attorney-General and other legal members, that 
if they passed the clause as amended the farmers 
would be able to protect themselves to some 
extent. While he had no desire to take a 
division or. an important matter like that in 
the absence of a considerable number of mem­
bers, he could not fall in with the suggestion to 
postpone the question till to-morrow, because if 
they then came to a determination to insist 
upon their objection to the amendment that 
particular clause and the whole Bill would 
be sacrificed. As representing a constituency 
which was largely interested in the ques­
tion, he would appeal to hon. members to 
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agree to the motion submitted by the Attorney­
General, and allow that to be the statutory law 
for one year, after which any defects which 
mig·bt be disclosed in its operation could be 
remedied by another Bill. He rather regretted 
that auctioneers had not been dealt with in one 
claure by themselves, and other consignees in 
another clause, which he believed might have 
been done satisfactorily. He thought, with some 
other members who had spoken, that there was 
something in the reasons which had been given 
by the Council, and rather than lose what pro­
tection the amended clause would afford farmers 
he was disposed to accept the proffered com­
promise. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
like the hon. member for \V arwick he repre­
sented a constituency in which there were a great 
many farmers, and he knew that they were look­
ing forward with a good deal of interest to the 
passage of this measure. The Bill dealt with 
other matters besides the one under considera­
tion, among them being swindling in mining 
scrip, and if it was lost through the Committee 
insisting on their objection to that amendment 
the public would lo,,e the benefit of that pro­
VlSion. He was convinced by the reasons given 
by the Council, and was not influenced by the 
fact that the Bill had been returned again, and 
he would ask the Committee to agree to the 
am ,,,ndment so that some measure of protection 
might be g-iven to the farmers. 

Mr. LEAHY hoped that the Government 
would accept the Yery fair offer which had been 
made to take a division to-morrow night without 
debate. 'I he whole of the members on that side, 
with the exception of the hon. member for 
\Varwick, had agreed to that course. 

Mr. CHATAWAY did not think there was 
any fairness in the offer, as members who were 
in favour of the amendment might be absent 
to-morrow. 

Mr. McDONALD considered that the offer 
was a very fair one, and there was no use 
causing, at that late period of the session, any 
more ill-feeling than there had been. The 
amendment was objected to by a substantial 
majority on the previous occasion, and he 
believed that hon. memb.ors who were absent 
never thought for a moment that the Attorney­
General would accede to the amendment after 
that vote. If they let the matter stand over 
until to-morrow the division could, be taken, aud 
the whole thing would not last ten minutes. 

'l'he ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he would 
have no objection to take the division to-morrow, 
on the understanding that if the Council's 
amendment were negatived he would expect hon. 
members to negative the whole clause, so that 
the rest Gf the Bill might be saved. 

Mr. MIDSON eaid his opinion at first was 
that the original clause should stand, but he had 
made inquiries of some of the best business men 
in the city, and had come to the conclusion that 
the Bill as amended would afford all the relief 
required. 

Mr. DUNSFORD said if the Bill were lost 
the responsibility would rest with the Council. 
ThE: clause the Attorney-Gen<::ral asked them to 
throw ont was the best in the Bill, and the Com­
mittee deeired that it should remain. He refused 
to qualify his vote in the manner suggested by 
the Attorney-General, and should vote against 
the amendment and for the original clause. 

Mr. BATTERSBY said that mther than see 
the Bill lost he would vote for the acceptance of 
the Councils amendment. Those who refused to 
adopt the clause in the other House were doing 
straight business, but it led people to think there 
was something wrong that they did not want to 
be known. 

Mr. REID thought they should agree to take 
the division to-morrow without debate. 

Mr. DANil<~LS said he had supported the 
Committee against the Council, but thought they 
had better accept the amendment than lose the 
Bill, which would be some g-ood still. Had the 
Government been more stiff than they had, the 
Council would have acted differently. They 
seemed to think hon. members were there only 
to offer suggestions, while they governed the 
country. 

Mr. McDONALD said a fair offer had been 
made to the Government, and they refused to 
accept it. It seemed as if there were a lot of 
hon. members who were prepared to sacrifice 
their own principles. The Bill came back from 
the Council with this clause struck out; and 
then the Attorney-General put his back up and 
started to fight the Council. The Committee 
were so much in accord with his action that his 
new clause was carried unanimously ; but to 
their surprise, as soon as the Council set their 
back up against the Aboembly, and it became a 
question as to whether the nominee Chamber 
or the representative Chamber should rule, the 
Attorney-General turn~d a complete somersault, 
and practically backed down to the Council. 

The PREMIER : This is the way you get on with 
private business. 

Mr. McDONALD said that if the Attorney­
General had taken the course he should have 
taken there would not have been five minutes 
discussion. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: And the Bill would 
have been lost. 

Mr. McDONALD Faid he would rather see 
forty Bills lost than back down to the Council. 

The CHAIRMAN : I must nsk the hon. 
member to confine his remarks to the question 
before the Committee. 

Mr. McDONALD said they had got into a 
, deadlock, and the question was whether the 
Assembly or the nominee Chamber should rule. 
That was why he felt so strongly on the matter, 
and he positively refused to knuckle down to the 
other Chamber. 

Mr. MORGAN said that as there seemed to be 
very strong opposition to his suggestion, he would 
withdraw his appeal to the Attorney-General to 
take the division to-night, and raise no further 
objection to its being taken to-morrow night. 

Mr. FISHER said the course suggested had 
been pursued a number of times, and the Govern. 
ment might very well concede it on that occasion. 

Mr. GRIMES hoped the division would take 
place at once. It was not likely there would be 
a fuller House to-morrow night. 

Mr. DUFFY said he hoped the suggestion to 
postpone the division would be accepted, but 
without conditions. In the event of the amend­
ment being defeated to-morrow the clause 
would be struck out altogether, and he would 
like to hear that question fairly argued. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that any­
thing he had said about striking out the clause 
altogether if the amendment was negatived he 
withdrew. If the amendment was negatived 
the responsibility must rest on the heads of those 
who negatived it. The postponement of the 
division was asked for on behalf of hem. members 
who were absent. He thought it would be 
-better to meet the wishes of those who were 
present, and settle the question at once one way 
or the other. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG said that although he 
objected to the amendment, yet rather than see 
the Bill wrecked he would give his vote in 
favour of it. 

Mr. REID said it was just as well to have the 
thing through to-night and done with. What 
he objected to was that the representatin:l 
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Chamber was asked to back down to one 
individual. It was not a position the Assembly 
should occupy with regard to the Council. The 
farmers, whom it was intended to protect were 
being .sacrificed to the foreign importers.' The 
CounCil were treating the majority of the 
Assembly with contempt. 

The COLONIAI, SECRETARY: They gave good 
reasons, which you have not answered. 

Mr. REID said many farmers were not in a 
position to dictate to auctioneers to sell their 
produce for cash. They were so heavily mort­
gaged to them that they would be crushed 
straight away if they insisted on anything of the 
sort. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The farmer's repre­
sentatives are against you. 

Mr. REID said he knew that, but it did not 
!ollow that they were in the right and that he was 
m the wrong. The farmers' representatives were 
prepared to accept the amendment, because they 
had to compromise with their constituents in the 
matter, and they were willing next session to go 
through the same rigmarole. He thought the 
farmers were making a mistake in that com­
promise. 

Mr. DA WSON said that all the strong argu­
ments that could be used on the amendment had 
been used before, with the result that upon 
division the Government, led by the Attorney­
General, were not permitted to cave in to the 
Council. The Council now insisted upon their 
amendment, and the question as to whether it 
was or was not better than the original clause 
had been sufficiently debated. It was now uro-ed 
that some members were absent who desired" to 
vote, and on the other hand that some members 
present to-night would not be present to-morrow. 
As between the two his opinion was that they 
should take the vote to-night, and let those who 
were absent put up with the consequence. They 
should not delay the business for the convenience 
of those who were not sufficienHy interested in 
it t<_J be prese'!t. He was as strongly as ever 
agamst the actwn of the Council in the matter 
and would vote against their amendment with a~ 
much pleasure as before. 

Mr. OGDEN echoed the sentiments of the 
senior member for Charters Towers. The Council 
insisted upon their amendment, and he was pre­
pared to fight against it every time tooth and 
nail. The Colonial Secretary had said the 
reasons given for it were good enough for him; 
but they were not good enough for the Attorney­
General and other members of the House, nor 
were they good enough for many hon. mem­
bers who were prepared to support the amend­
ment rather than wreck the Bill. If they 
backed down, the responsibility for doing so 
would rest with them and not with those 
who opposed the action of the Council. He 
was quite willing to go to a cli vision any time. 
The other Chamber had set their faces against 
the wish of the Assembly for a number of years 
in regard to self-government for the North, and 
he was quite willing to take the responsibility of 
throwing the measure out, and of telling the 
people that the other House was of no use to the 
country. 

Mr. TURLEY said that hon. members were 
entitled to leave early when they were given to 
understand that after certain business had been 
dealt with the House would adjourn and that 
had been the case that evening. It l;ad beon a 
favourite device on the part of the Govern­
ment during the session, after finishing off tbe 
business which was expected to be dealt with 
during any sitting, to then proceed with other 
business. In fact the major part of the business 
of the session had been done in the early 
hours of the morning, when there was a very 

small House. The first reason given by the 
Council for insisting on their amendment was 
that the clause as amended would give the 
required protection to farmers and other con­
signors ; but hon. members on the other side had 
said that it did not give the protection which 
Parliament should extend to producers. If there 
were a number of people who Were being wronged 
deliberately, it was the duty of Parliament to 
protect them. It was no slur on the farmers to 
say that they would not know the law on the 
subject, beco,use their life was such that they 
knew very little of what was done in Parliament. 
There was a great difference of opinion as to the 
construction of the clause as amended. 'I'he hon. 
member for Bulimba stated that farmers would 
have to gil-e special instructions if they wished 
to obtain the benefit of the provision, and so did 
the Secretary for Lands; while other members 
contended that that was not necessary. As he 
understood the clanse, if a farmer sent goods to 
a person in Brisban@ for sale, and attached no 
conditions to the consignment, he would come 
under the provisions of the Bill; but if 
he sent no instructions he would be out of 
it altogether. If a man had to send in­
structions with his goods, then the clause 
woulr! afford him no protection whatever. He 
was satisfied that every person would agree that 
they were doing what was right in insisting that 
the views of the majority of the representative 
branch of the Chamber should be put into law 
when they believed that it would be for the 
benefit of the community, and that was all that 
they were now contending for. The members 
who were absent would probably have remained 
if they had known that that business would 
come on that evening, but they h:trl left under a 
misunderstanding, and under those circum­
stances it was only fair that the division on the 
question should be postponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. DA WSON said that on several occasions 
during the session m em hers on that side had sat 
till the small hours of the morning in order to 
allow members who were absent an opportunity 
to record their votes on important matters 
brought fon",'ard by the Government at a late 
hour, but that was no rP-ason why they should 
do so in the present instance, as every member 
knew that that business had to be disposed of, 
and that the session would practically terminate 
to-morrow. All the arguments that could be 
brought forward had been urged on a former 
occasion, and the division was only being delayed 
through feelings of pique, which he objected to. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES said the 
clause was 'originally meant to protect the 
farmers and the foreign exporters. The farmers' 
representatives in the Committee were quite 
satisfied with the Bill as it was, and there was 
no reason for the Committee to object to it. He 
thought that not more than 5 per cent. of the 
farmers sent their produce to Brisbane, but they 
sold it all locally, and got paid for it by the 
local storekeeper. Those who did send it here 
were quite able to look after themselves. As for 
people who consigned goods from other parts of 
the world, in most cases they drew against it to 
the extent of 50 or 70 per cent. of its valne, while 
thP- consignee had to pay all the charges, the 
duty in some cases amounting to quarter of its 
value. There were comparatively few people 
who could afford to go in for a consignment 
business, and the clause would protect the con­
signors. 

Mr. McDONALD said they would have 
adjourned before this had it not been for the 
Premier, who told the Attorney-General not to 
adjourn. He was watching the conversation. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You are saying 
what is not true. 
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Mr. McDONALD: I heard it. 
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must 

accept the denial of the Attorney-General, and 
withdraw his statement. 

Mr. McDONALD said he would withdraw it 
because it was parliamentary, and for no other 
reason. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he was 
willing that the matter should be adjourned, bnt 
some hon. members objected to it, and he agreed 
that the convenience oi those who were present 
should be consulted rather than that of those who 
were abent. 

Mr. McDON ALD said the hon. gentleman 
gave the Committee to understand that there 
would be no objection to taking the division to­
morrow night, and afterwltrds he put a qualify­
ing condition to that. Afterwards be got up and 
withdrew that proviso, and shortly afterwards he 
determined to go on. What he objected to was 
that the Assembly had been continually degraded 
by the Government benches. As to some mem­
bers being actuated by pique at having missed 
their train, he was prepared to stay as long as 
anyone, and had already expressed the hope that 
the Assembly would sit all night to get rid of 
pri ntte business. 

Mr. BROWNE said th~t as far as he was 
personally concerned, he did not care whether 
the division was taken now or to-morrow. It 
had been reiterated time after time that the 
farmers' representatives were satisfied, and that 
everybody else ought to be satisfied. He was a 
miners' representative, and he could say that 
men had been robbed of more money in one 
month on goldfields by this class of men than 
the farmers had been in five y~ar". \Vhen he 
spoke in favour of the Bill previously, it was 
because of the scandalous way in which men had 
been robbed by men who were literally nothin~ 
but thieves; and he was glad the Attorney~ 
General had brought it in. He only wished that 
the hon. gentleman had stuck to it as it was 
sent up to the Council. As far as the re~ponsi­
bility of throwing out the Bill was concerned 
that would have to fall on the men who mutilated 
the measure. 

Mr. LEAHY said that he had not spoken on 
the matter previously ; and he now wished to 
say that after the Assembly had, by a large 
majority, CJme to a certain conclusion, he saw no 
reason w by they should back Clown to the other 
ChHmber. If they backed down now there was 
no knowing what the Legislative Council wonld 
do next session. He blamed the hon. gentleman 
in charge of the Bill for not fighting the matter 
out to the end. He supposed that, if they passed 
the clause as amended, there would be an oppor­
tunity of bringing the matter forward when the 
House met again next session. 

Question put ; and the Committee divided :­
AYES, 22. 

Messrs. Nelson, Barlow, Byrnes, Tozer, Philp, Vratson, 
Cameron, 1\Icl\iaster, Arrnstrong, Oorfield, Chataway, 
Crombie, Battershy, Smith, Midson, Tooth, ::Uorga.n 
Kingsbury, Grimes, Stepheus, Dickson, and Callan. ' 

NOES, 16. 
1\fcssrs. Fisher, Rawlings, ::\IcDonald, Dunsford, Reid, 

Hardacre, King, Dawson. Turley, Duffy, Leahy, Jackson, 
Kerr, Browne, Ogden, and W"ilkinson. 

PAIR. 

Aye-mr. O'Connel!. No-2111-. Cross. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 
The House resumed; the CHAIR~!AN reported 

that the Committee did not insist npon their 
disagreement to the Council's amendment to 
clause 6. 

Report adopted, and Bill ordered to be returned 
to the Legislative Council. 

PROBATE BILL. 
COUNCIL'S Ali!END:I!ENTS-CO:IEI!ITTEE. 

On clause 1-
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL ;aiel he might 

as well state on that clau"' the general scope of 
the amendments introduced hy the Council. The 
Bill was brought in to amend the Probat0 Act. 
It was now a Bill to amend the Probate Act and 
the Succession D11ties Act of 18G7. ~\.n entirely 
!lew Bill h:td been grafted on to the measure as 
1t left the Assembly. There was one amendment 
to the original Bill reducing the amount from 
£500 to £200. The new clauses, though not in 
themselves objectionable, were entirely oubide 
the ccope of the measure, and on that ground 
he intended to move that they be dL,:~greed with. 
He wanted it distinctly understood that the 
clauses insetted by the Council in the latter 
part of the Bill were very good clauses. He 
thoroughly agreed with the principle of them, 
but they should form the subject of a sep<trate 
Bill. 

The Hon. J. R. DICKSON : Do you object to 
clause 22? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he did 
not. That was an improvement. The matter 
he referred tn was raised by the amendment on 
the 1st clause, and he proposed that it be dis­
agreed to. 

Mr. HARDACRE, after the course adopted 
in connection with the last Bill, was not prepared 
to support the hon. gentleman. If there was no 
real objection to the amendments they could be 
accepted, and when the new Bill referred to was 
introduced they could be struck out of that Bill. 
The clauses would be sent back to them, and it 
would save time to give way now. 

The HoN. J. R. DICKSON was glad the 
Attorney-General did not object to cla,use 22, as 
it was a very good one and ought to be retained. 

Mr. FISHI~R said the Bill had been recog­
nised aR an important one, and a, move in the 
right direction. It was a legal Bill, and they 
had to rely upon the IPgal members to see that 
it was put through in proper shape. 

Que"tion put and passed. 
On clause 2-" In est»tes not exceeding £i500 

application for probate or administration may be 
made to the registrar of District Court"-

The AT'l.'ORNEY-GENERAL said the 
Council had amended the clause by reducing 
the amount to £200. He was not in favour of 
the reduction, and moved that the amendment 
be disagreed to. 

Question put and passed. 
On the ~notion of the ATTORNEY­

GJ;JN~~RAL, a similar amendment in clause 8 
was disagreed to. 

On clat,se 16-" Real estate to vest in executor 
or administrator with the will annexecl"-

'fhe ATTORNEY-GENERAL said the 
Council's amendment in that clause made the 
intention of the clause more clear, and he moved 
that it be agreed to. 

Question put and pas;;ed. 
On new clause 22-" Court may order that Act 

shall apply to real estate of persons dying before 
the pa,,sing of the Act"-

The ATTORNEY-GR:'-l'ERAL said the new 
clause was an improvement. It was wi"e to 
leave the matter in the hands of the court, and 
not a provision of general applic:ttion, as there 
might be some c:tses in which it might not be 
desirable that the Bill should apply. He moved 
that the amendment be agreed to. 

Question put and paqsed. 
On new clause 24, Part IV.-" Administration 

of property under an intest,cy"-
The ATTORNJ'JY-GENERAL sc,id that 

clause 24 and the following clauses were those 
which he considered outside the scope of the 
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Bill. They had already disagreed to the reference 
to the Succession Act of 1867 in clause 1, and he 
moved that the Council's amendment, inserting 
Part IV. of the Bill, be disagreed with. 

Mr. FISHER said there was something good 
in the amendment. They might omit the word 
intestacy. 

'rhe ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That would not do. 
It should be a separate Bill. 

The HoN. J. R. DICKSON regretted that 
the amendments were outside the scope of the 
Bill, because provisions of the sort would be a 
boon to wido .vs left with a small amount of 
property. 

Mr. REID said that the Council having 
initiated a reform, had shown they were of some 
use, and they should be encouraged by the 
acceptance of the amendments. 

Mr. MaD ON ALD asked for the ruling of the 
Chairman as to whether the clauses should not 
be put separat~ly. Hon. members might be in 
favour of some of the clauses although they might 
be opposed to others. 

The CHAIRMAN said that it was quite in 
order to move that the whole of Part IV. be dis­
agreed to, because all the following clauses 
depended on the 1st clause. 

Question put :1nd passed. 
On the motion of the ATTORNEY­

GENERAL, the amendment of the Council in 
the title was also negatived. 

The House resumed ; and the Bill w:1s ordered 
to be returned to the Council with a mes<,age 
intimating that the Assembly had disagreed 
with the proposed amendment in clauses 2 and 8, 
because they thought the amount of .£500 should 
not be reduced ; disagreed to the amendment in 
clause laud to proposed Part IV. and to the title, 
because they were outside the scope of the Bill ; 
and agreed to the other amendments in the Bill. 

MINERAL LANDS (SALES) BILL. 
COUNCIL'S MESSAGE-C01Iii1ITTEE. 

On clause 3-" Governor in Council may grant 
licenses to construct drives through land inter­
vening between leaReholds "-

The SECRETARY FOR :i\HNES moved that 
the Committee agree to the Council's amend­
ment iu that clause, which substituted ''one" 
for "two," making the clause applicable to one 
or more mining leaseholds. 

Mr. :FISHER agreed that the amendment was 
an improvement on the clause, but would suggest 
that when the Council made amendments in a 
Bill they should be tacked on as a schedule for 
the convenience of members. 

Question put and p:1ssed. 
The Council's amendment on clause 11 was 

agreed to. 
The House resumed; and the Bill was ordered 

to be returned to the Council with a message in 
the usual form. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER moved that the House at its 

rising adjonrn until half-past.6 this evening. 
Mr. McDONALD: I am rather surprised at 

this proposal. I do not think it is the correct 
thing to place the business of the country second 
to a cricket match. vVe have business to do, 
and ought to go straight on with it, or meet at 
the usual hour this afternoon. 

The PREii!IIlR : I am rather surprised at your 
objecting after the matter has been arranged. 

Mr. McDONALD: I was not aware that 
there was any arrangement, but in any case I 
positively object to adjourning the business of 
the country in order to go to a cricket match, 
especially as we have been kept here week after 
week to do that business. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at 1 o'clock. 
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