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160 Pacijic Island, q.c. Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Thursday, 7 April, 1892. 

Question Without Notice: Chinese on Ravenswood Gold 
Field.-Questions.-Formal Motions.-Small Debts 
Court Act of 1867 Amendment Bill : Second reading. 
-Relationship betweenJudgeand Counsel: Resump­
tion of debate.-::lferchandise Act Amendment Bill: 
Committee.-Message from the Legislative Council: 
Supreme Court .Bill: First reading.-Pacific Island 
Labourers (Extension) Bill.-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE. 
CHINESE ON RAVENSWOOD GOLD ]'IELD. 

Mr. SAYERS said: Mr. Speaker,-! wish to 
ask the Secretary for Mines a question without 
notice, if he will kindly answer it-Have any 
steps been taken to still further extend the Act 
so as to prevent the influx of Chinese on the 
Ravens wood Gold Field? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
W. 0. Hodgkinson) said: Mr. Speaker,-No 
appeal has been made by the parties interested 
or official notice received of the fact. 

QUESTIONS. 
Mr. CADELL asked the Secretary for Public 

Works-
Is it the intention of the Government to invite 

tenders for the erection of a post and telegraph office 
at Gayndah at an early date? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. H. Tozer) replied-

Whenever money is available for this work tenders 
will be invited. 

Mr. RY AN asked the Colonial Secretary-
!. Are free railway passes issued at Rockhampton to 

Barc.tldine, Longreach, and other places? 
2. To what persons, and on whose responsibility, and 

on what grounds are such free railway passes granted P 
3. Is the demand for labourers in the Central district~ 

too great to be met by local men P 



Small Debts Oom•t Act of 1867 [7 APRIL.] Amenclment Bill. 161 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. 
Tozer) replied-

1. Yes. 
2. To destitute prrsons who sutisfy the police nlagis­

trate or officer in charge of the local labour bureau that 
they have obtained bond fide work bv their own 
exertions, but have not the means of reaching it. rro 
destitute persons of knmvn good character desirous of 
seeking work and willing to accept it when offered. 
To discharged prisoners returning to the loealitv frl.lll 
which they were convicted, in accordance with the 
established rule in such case::; l~ight of such passes have 
been issued within the last three months. '110 destitute 
hospi~al patients retnrniug to their homes after recovery 
or relief. 1'o persons engaged on public duty. 

3. From the fact that large numbers of men so 
assisted obtain employment, the demand is evidently 
not met by local men. . · 

Mr. ALAND aoked the Secretary for Public 
'\Vorks-

When he expects to be aole to call for tenders for the 
erection of the addition to the asylum for the insane at 
Toowoomha? 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
replied-

The plans are ready, but there bein~ llt present no 
money available for the permanent addition, I cannot 
state positively >yhen tenders will be invited for the 
work. 

Mr. GRIMES asked the Secretary for Rail­
ways-

·what amount has been paicl, or a.greed to be pai<l, to 
Messrs. Robb and Co., contractors for the Oah·us Rail­
way, for interest and costs over and above their claim 
on account of the contract? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. T. 0. Unmack) replied-

The amount that has been paid for intere''t and costs 
is £3,240 12s. 6d. 

The 
to:­

FORMAL MOTIONS. 
following formal motions were agreed 

By Mr. SA YERS-
'l'hat there be laid on the table of the House a 

return showing-
1. The earnings for the year ended 31st December, 

1891, of the following telegraph stations :-Brisbane, 
Charters Towers, Rockhampton, Townsville, and 
Cooktown. 

2. The number o! the respective staff in each o! tile 
above offices. 

By Mr. MORGAN-
That there be laid upon the table o! this House a 

return shmviug-
1. The amount expended during the rear ended 31st 

Derember, 1891, for hay, chaff, and maize supplied to 
the various Government departments. 

2. Particulars of the contracts entered into by the 
several departments, or branches of departments, for 
the supply of such fodder, stating whether tender~ 
were called publicly or privately, giving copies of 
conditions, names of successful tenderers. and schedules 
of prices in each case. -

By Mr. LISSNER-
That there lJe laid on the table of this House a 

return showing the amounts of dividend tax received 
from each of the va:rious mining companh.s in Queens­
land since the Act came into operation. 

SMALL DEBTS COURT ACT 01<' 1867 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

Mr. POWERS said: Mr. Speaker,-In 
moving the second reading of this Bill, I· would 
in the first place draw the attention of hon. 
members to the measure which was brought 
forward in this Home in the year 1889. The 
proposal contained in that Bill was intended 
to simplify proceedings in the smaller courts 
and. to provide machinery in those court~ 
so that persons who now go into the more 
expensive court-the Supreme Court-might 
be compelled to take advantage of the smaller 

1892-M 

courts-namely, the District Courts and the 
small debt~ courts. The whole object of the 
measure was to make proceedings in the District 
Courts and the small debts courts so easy as to 
give suitors speedy remedy in those courts, and 
to take away any excuse there might have been 
previously to go into the Supreme Court. Since 
then a District Courts Act has been passed which 
gives facilities for the larger case'! exceeding £30 
to be heard in that court, and so avoid going into 
the Supreme Court. The Bill to which I refer con­
tained so much that it had to be divided into two. 
The District Courts Bill was one very important 
portion, and this measure which I now submit to 
the House is another very important portion, 
affording facilities for the recovery of debts in 
the smaller court-;. It forms the first and 
second parts of the Legal Reform Bill of 1889. 
If this mea~ure becomes law, as I hope it will, 
it will then be time for m to step in ·and say that 
persons can fairly be compelled to take advan­
tage of the smaller courts, and not go into the 
more expensive Supreme Court in cases which 
the smaller courts can deal with satisfactorily, 
and it is with that object that I now intro­
duce the Bill. I shall endeavour to explain 
its provisions, and show where amendments are 
proposed, and I hope the Bill will be allowed to 
go into committee. I cannot of course antici­
pate all the objections that may be raised on the 
snbject, and I shonld like to have an opportunity 
of answering in committee any objections that 
may be advanced. The 1st and 2nd clauses are 
innovations. They provide that police magis­
trates or stipendiary magiotrates shall have 
power to deal with cases otherwise cognizable by 
a small. debts court where the debt or demand 
does not exceed £100. I think that is an 
experiment which may l'ery well be tried. 
It is not a wild experiment, but one 
which has been tried in South Australia for the 
past twenty-five years, and found to work so 
well that it is now proposed to increase the 
jurisdiction of small debts courts in that colony 
to £490. Of course, it would be only those 
magistrates appointed by the Governor in 
Council who would be entrusted with such 
matters-stipendiary or police magistrates, and 
not local justices; and the 2nd paragraph of 
the 1st clause provides that where a debt or 
demand exceeds £30, the decision of the 
police magistrate presiding at the hearing shall 
be the judgment of the court. We know that 
local justices sometimes go on the bench from 
friendly motives, and I think, therefore, that this 
increased jurit<di~tion should only be given to 
police magistrates. It has I een found beneficial 
to giv<J such increased jurisdiction to the small 
debts court in South Australia ; and as we are 
a very similar coma, unity we might also try the 
experiment. The remedy in the small debts 
court is the speediest, and the expenses are less 
than they are in the higher courts, Whether 
the increased jurisdiction should be limited to 
cas~ of £50 or £100 may be a matter for dis­
cussiOn, but I believe that it would be beneficial 
to the public if 'the present jurisrliction were ex­
tended. There n.re small matters of goods sold 
and delivered and many other things which magis­
trates are as capable of trying as a District Court 
judge and a jnry of four. They may be wrong 
sometimes on a question of law, but the appeal is 
so simple in such c:tses that this power may well 
be giYen t.hem. \Vith respect to clause 3, I 
suppose I ohall he answered by the statement 
that the small debts courts have jurisdiction in 
these matters, but it has been held by police 
magiotrates and District Court judges already 
that they have not. '\Vhen judges have held 
certain things t.o be law that are not law it· 
is better to formally declare the law in such 
cases to be the law, although it may be known to 
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be so. That was strongly urged by the Solicitor­
Gen<>ral yesterday in anntber place. 'Where 
there is uncertainty on any point through the 
decisions of judges, it is better thctt the law 
should be declared as is here proposed, and thus 
sa,ve the expense of testing- it. The same thing 
may be said with respect to clause 4. I know 
that at present we have tea merchants, book 
agents, and sewing-machine people :,ending 
agents all m· er the colony, and they come before 
the court here in Brisbane and say that certain 
goods have been sent to various places, and as it 
is not worth people's while to come down 
here to defend the actions these people are 
often enabled to jump verdicts. I think, therefore, 
that clause 4 contains a very good provision. 
Clause 5, which deals with the attachment of 
goods, is simply a copy of the Distrid Courts 
Act clauseR, and it will give plaintiffs <tn oppor­
tunity of preventing a debtor's goods being 
rushed away as soon as ::t summons is iswed 
against him. V <>ry often as soon as a summons is 
issued again5t :1 nmn, he puts his got>ds into an 
auctioneer's hands, and the things g·o, and the 
plaintiff has nothing to levy on. The District 
Courts Act now gives the plaintiff in such 
a ca•e the right to come before the registrar, 
and get an order preventing goods being taken 
away, and I think the same right might 
well be given in connection "ith the p<,lice 
magistrates' courts. Clause 7 allows a person 
who has a claim against the person who sues him 
to put in Lis claim as a counter-claim or set-off, 
and so have the whole thing decided in one 
action instead of two, as has at present often to 
be done. That will prove another means for 
lessening the expense in such cases, and I am 
satisfied that it will effect an improvement 
in the proceedinc;s in these smaller courts. 
Clauses 8, 9, and 10 act in this way : At present 
in cases in which no defence is filed, the plaintiffs 
have to come before the court and prove cases 
which are not defended at all. That is nut 
consi<.lered nece.ssary in many cases in the 
District Court, and I am sottiofied it is not 
necessary in the small debts court. Why 
should a plaintiff be put to the extra 
expense of proving a c;~sa to which no defence is 
filed? These provisions will save a great amount 
of expense and delay to which many perBons are 
at present subjected in trying to recover moneys 
due to them. Clau"e 11 is one of the most 
important clauses in the Bill, and there are 
other clauses following upon it. It provides that 
lands 111"Y be sold under execution of the small 
debts courts. It is a! ways supposed that there 
is something very sacred about lands; but, so 
far as the power given in this Bill is concerned, 
it does not go into the vexed question of titles to 
land at all. It simply provides that if a man has 
lands he cannot hriVe a bill of sale over them, and 
laughatthepeople to whom he owes money. 1Jnder 
the present law if people want to attach iancl for a 
debt they are compelled to go into the expensive 
courts where the right is given. I am satisfied 
that this provision will greatly reduce ethe 
expense to which persons are put in recovering 
debts, as they will not Le compelled to go to the 
expensive courts for a remedy. U ne! er these 
provisions the registmr will be allowed to sell 
land, and of course if there is no land the police 
magistrate cannot give an order to sell it; but 
if there is land I think it should be in his 
power to order the sa.le of it to s·ttisfy a judg­
ment of his court. Clauses 12, 13, and 14 deal 
with these executions, and are similar to the 
clauses of the District Ceurts Act, with, of course, 
theneces,ary alterations consequent upon clause 11 
of this Bill. Clause 15 is a new one, and deals 

. with the <•Kemption from execution of certain 
goods to the value of £10. Sometimes execution 
debtors are turned out of house, home, bed, and 

ll\1r. PoWERS 

everything else, and that is not right. Under 
the District Courts Act it was thought necessary 
as well as reasonable and fair to make some snob 
provision as this, and some such provisiun should 
be made to protect a man's wearing apparel, 
bedding, and certain goods, when an execution 
is made against him. This section will prevent 
a creditor who is anxious to force a thing- too far 
from doing so. The next clause deals with a 
landlord's preferential claim to rent. Some­
time,; a judgment creditor is met with a 
preferential claim for a year's rent against his 
debtor, and he h>tS to stand out. I think a year's 
rent should not be allowed in any ca'e to be 
claimed. The Chief Secretary allowed an amend­
ment in the District Comts Act, bringing it 
down to three months, and I propose here to 
bring it down to one month in the case of c~ses 
dealt with in the petty debts courts. This clause 
giYes a landlord a preferential claim to one 
month's rent, and I think that ought to be suffi­
cient. Clause 17 provides that bills of sale shall 
be void against executions unle>d registered 
within thirty days. It is a question whether 
unregistered bills of sale are not good if they are 
registered Lefore the day of execution. I know 
they are not good if a man is made insolvent 
within six months of their rPgistration, and the 
difficulty I wish to deal with might be met by 
making a debtor insolvent; but I think it would 
be very unfair to put a man to the unnecessary 
expense of doing that. This clause then pro­
poses to get over the clifficu]ty by making a bill 
of :::ale void as against an execution unless it 
has been registered within thirty days. Clauses 
18, 19, ancl20 deal witli the procedure in cases 
where action is taken under clause 11, to which 
I have referred, and there is an additional 
provision in clause 21, that no lands shall be 
•old under any execution issued out of a small 
debts court until after the writ of execution shall 
have been registered in the proper office for the 
registration of dealings with the lands to he sold, 
and until after the expiration of fourteen days 
from the elate on which the first notice of such 
intended sale shall havo appeared in a newspaper 
published in or nearest to the town or district in 
which the land to be sold is situated, or where 
the execution debtor is known to reside. The 
next clame provides that the clerks of petty 
sessions shall be the registrars of small debts 
courts. That is put in to remove doubts, and I 
think the clerks of petty sessions ought to be the 
registrars in these matters. Chtuse 23 provides 
power to make rules. It is pretty well known 
in the profession that at present there is no 
power to make rules, and if the rules are 
tested, as they may be some clay, they will 
be found to be ~lltm vi1•es. It is absolutely 
necessary that rnles should be made, and as 
we are dealing with these courts they onght 
to be gi ,-en a legal right to make rules, so that 
the proceedings may be carried on yroperly 
and legally. I contend that though th1s matter 
may not appear important to the public and to 
some members of this House, it is really a matter 
of considerable importance to grant to the small 
debts courts facilitie% for doing this business. 
Not only the excuse, but the reason why mem­
bers of the profession take cases into the Supreme 
Court, is because they cannot get a remedy 
in the small debts court, >J!though the whole 
machi11ery is available if the powers pro­
posed in this Bill were given to the magis­
trates presiding over these conrts. The matter 
dealt with last session giving justices of the p<•ace 
power to swear affidavits looked a very small 
matter, but it has resulte<.l in an enormous saving 
to suitors and persons taking out administra­
tions. Members of the profession could hardly 
convince the House of the great benefit that pro­
vision has been. The principles of this Bill are 
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part of the legal reform which I have constantly 
endeavoured, "'henever I have had the oppor­
tunity, to get passed into law. Three-fourths of 
it was dealt with bst session ; and now I a,k 
that this reform should be "'greed to. Thi.> is 
one matter of importance still to be dealt with, 
and I hope the House will, at any rate, pass the 
principles of this measure. I beg to move the 
second reading of the Bill. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. Sir S. 
\V. Griffith) said: Mr. Speaker,-I do not think 
the House has paid very great attention to the 
hon. gentleman's speech, for which I am sorry, 
because there are some matters which are 
of very ·considerable importa,1ce to the public 
for good or evil-some I think for good, and 
others, if carried, I fear for evil- in this 
Bill. The first proposal the hon. gentleman 
makes is that, instead of suitors having the 
right as now, in a case where more 
than £30 is involved, to have the case tried 
before a competent judge and jury, it 
should be tried before a police magistrate 
without a jmy. I do not think that is an 
improvement. I think a trial before a District 
Court judge and jury is better than a trial before 
a police magistrate without a jury. 

Mr. POWERS: Only in some instances. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is possible 

to have very cheap and nasty law. 
Mr. POWERS : And cheap and good law, 

too. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, that may 

be possible, too. That chang-e requires a great 
deal of consideration before we disturb the right 
of suitors to have c>tses tried before a jury. 
The right is, however, to be disturbed in cer­
tain parts of the colony only. It introduces 
an element of uncertainty ; it will depend 
upon whether the case is tried in Brisbane, 
Rockhampton, or Townsville whether the de­
fendant shall be entitled to have a jury or not. 
It will depend upon the caprice of the plaintiff, 
and upon where the defendant lives. Th>lt does 
not seem consistent with sound principles. It 
ought not to be dependent upon where a 
defend>lnt lives, or UJXm the caprice of his 
opponent. 

Mr. DONALDSON: Refer it to arbitrators. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY : I expect that 

will be the next proposal of the hon. me m her­
with power to the arbitrators to fix their own 
fees without appeal. I call the attention of hon.• 
members to thi' clause because I think s1nadical 
a change would work so unequally and uncer­
tainly that it ought not to be passed without 
serious consideration. The 3rd clause proposes 
to say that the small debts court has. cer­
tain powers. Nobody doubts that it ha' those 
powers already. The Supreme Court has 
solemnly decided that that is the law. The hon. 
member asks us to affirm it also. I do not think 
many people doubt it when the Supreme Court has 
solemnly decided that that is the law; but now 
the hon. gentleman asks Parliament to confirm 
the decision of the Supreme Court. The 4th 
section is a matter on which I should like to hear 
the opinion of mercantile members. \Vith re­
spect to the attachment of goode, I am very much 
disposed to doubt the wisdom of giving f,1Cilitie.s 
to lay hold of goods when a very small amount 
is at stake. I do not think it is worth while if a 
man owes a trifling sum like £5, that the plaintiff 
should be allowed to lay hold of his goods before 
trial. I believe these small actions ought not to 
be encouraged; that they ought to be rather 
discouragerl. There is nothing to be gained by 
encouraging litigation for small amounts. The 
next part of the Bill relates to a defendant's 
set-off or counter-claim, I think those clauses a,re 

very good, and it is through only an accident 
that these provisions were not embodied in the 
existing law. At first sight it struck me that 
there is no limit, bnt on careful perusal I think 
there iF. 

::Hr. POWERS: There is no limit. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, the hon, 

gentleman is right after all. That clause, I think, 
is good with that exception. Then "judgment 
to be given if notice of defence is not filed" is also 
good. The 9th and 10~h clauses, unfortunately, 
are evidently drawn by entirely different hands. 
The preceding clauses are drawn in the modern, 
and the>e in the 11>ncient style. 

Mr. DRAKI<~: We want a parliamentary 
draftsman. 

Mr. BARLOW: Is the 5th clame drawn in 
ancient style? 

The CHI:KI!' SECRETARY: Yes, I think it 
is. With respect to allowing bailiffs of the small 
debts court to sell land, I for one think it is not 
an improvement, and that it will be likely to 
gi1 e rise to a great deal of confusion and litiga­
tion. For the sake of £5 land may be sold 
almost without notice for an entirely nominal 
value. All sorts of questions may arise. 
Serious questions have arisen under the pre­
sent system, and i£ we allow the sale of land 
under the sm>1ll debts court jurisdiction 
litigation will be surely increased, and the 
burden imposed will be much greatEr than 
the benefit derived. As to the proposal that 
a bill of sale is to be registered within thirty days 
of execution, very sound reasons should be urged 
why the well-considered pdicy of Parliament 
last year should he departed from. The rule that 
registration should be operative to the validity of 
a bill of sale was well considered. 'This Bill intro­
duces an unc~,rtain system as to the amounts that 
may be recovered in different places, amounting 
to £30 in some parts of the colony, and £100 in 
other parts of the colony. It introduces a system 
of caprice. Those are the principal parts of the 
Bill. There are one or two clauses that I think 
are good; the others require carefnl scrutiny 
before the House would bP justified in passing 
them. 

)fr. JONES said: l\fr. Speaker,-I have had 
some practice in the small debts courts, and there 
are many things that rtquire amendment; but, 
except for one or two things in this Bill, I do 
not think any benefit would accrue to the general 
public. I do not believe for one moment that 
the power of selling land should be given to 
every small debts court bailiff. Some of them, 
I am sorry to say, do not peform the ordinary 
duties of their office with any strictness. I think 
it would be a verv dangerous power to give. Nor 
do I believe we should allow police magistrates to 
decide alone in cases up to £100. l think the 
small debts court allows a landlord to get twelve 
months' arrears of rent if an execution is put 
in the hou"e of which he is landlord, and I do not 
think that should be interfered with. As to the 
16th clause, I think if we copied the 169th sac­
tion of the District Courts Act it would make the 
law uniform. 'To ha1·e two laws on the s:>me 
subject-one dealing with claims for rent under 
the District Court, and the other applying to the 
small debts court--would be embarrassing to the 
ordinary individual and also sometimes to the 
solicitor. I notice there is no right of appeal 
given from the decision of the magistrate in 
interuleader cases where the amount exceeds 
£10, · or the value of the gouds exceeds 
£10. It has been decided by District 
Court judges that they have no jurisdic­
tion to entertain an appeal in an interpleader. 
Therefore I think that is a v~ry necessary thing 
to put into the Bill. I also approve of the pro­
vision that wearing apparel, beds, tools, and 
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implements of trade of a defendant and his 
family, to the value of £10, shall not be liable to 
be levied upon undsr writs of execution. There 
is a similar provision in the DiRtrict Courts Act. 
There is none in the Supreme Court Act of this 
colony, but there is in England to the extent of 
.£5. I.f that clause is made to apply to all 
executwns it would be a very good thing. It 
would be lamentable to allow a plaintiff to 
sell everything where the defendant has a 
wife and family. I also think it would Le a 
dangerous thing to give )Jower to "ell land. On 
the whole I think that if a number of the 
clauses were eliminated, and one or two new 
provi.·dons were inserted g-iving a rlght to appeal 
and restricting landlords' claims for rent, it will 
be a very good Bill. The C/,ief Secretary said 
just now that he anticipated the next Bill of the 
hon. member for Burrum would be to refer all 
claims to arbitration. In the Supreme Court 
Act passed last session there is a clause compel­
ling a judge, whether he thinks it right or not, 
to refer certain matters to arbitration, and we 
have heard of several matters referred to arbi­
tration which most certainly ought to have been 
tried before a judge and jury. 

Mr. DRAKE said: Mr. Speaker.--There is 
quite enough that is good in this Bill to justify 
the House in passing the s~cond reading of it. 
I am very glad that the hnn. member for 
Burrum has taken one more step in his efforts to 
ensure some kind of legal reform. \Vith regard 
to the extension of the jurisdiction of metro­
politan petty sessions, I should be perfectly 
satisfied with that if metropolitan magistmtes 
were in all cases professional men. If they were 
there could be no objection to extending this 
j~1risdiction to them. But owing to the peculiar 
crr.cumstance,; of the colony, and its large towns 
bemg so scattered, police magistrates are often 
appointed who have had no legal training, 
and very little experience in legal nNtters. 
There would be a certain amount of danger 
in extending this juri,;diction so far as 
they were concerned. I quite agree with the 
Chief Secretary that the matter referred to in 
clause 3 has already been settled by a somewhat 
recent decision of the Supreme Court. At 
pre~ent there can be no doubt about that. At the 
same time if it should appear, when we are dis­
cussing the Bill in committee, that there is any 
doubt about it, the retention of the clause would 
only mean a little more paper and printer's ink, 
and it would not do any harm to leave it there. 
Clauses 6 and 7 are perfectly right of course. 
No doubt, as has been said, a provision of that 
kin1 relating to set-offs and counter-claims 
was omitted from the present law by acci­
dent. There is little need to say much 
about the Bill at this stage. With regard 
to selling land, I cannot at present see, and 
never could see, why any distinction should 
be made between selling land and selling any 
other kind of property. I see nothing particu­
larly sacred in the ownership of land. If evils 
may result from the selling of land under an 
execution warrant, it appears to me that at least 
as great evils are just as likely to arise from the 
selling of chattels, and I cannot see why land 
should not be sold under execution as well as 
any other kind of property. On the whole, I 
think the provisions of the Bill-most of them at 
any rate-will be an improvement on the present 
law, and therefore I shall vote for its second 
reading, which I presnme will go through with­
out opposition. If in committee it is neceb.,ary 
to call attention to any particular· clause of the 
Bill, I will take the opportunity of doing so then. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said : Mr. Speaker,­
This Bill is more for lawyers than for laymen to 
discuss, but I wish to compliment the introducer 

of it for an honest endeavour to do his best to 
bring about law reform. He has made several 
efforts in that direction, but he has not been very 
successful yet, alth<mgh I hope he will be very 
soon. I want to illustrate the need for some 
kind of legal reform in the matter of executions • 
A business house a few years ago took out 
an execution against a debtor for some .£20 
or .£30, and as soon as it was taken out 
the debtor changed his quarters to the New 
s,,uth Wales border, where he could laugh at his 
creditors. About a month ago that same debtor 
returned to the colony, and the creditors thought 
they had a chance of putting the execution in to 
force. But, unfortunately, it was found that the 
execution was twelve months old, and a new 
writ hod to be taken out, and before that could 
be done three days' notice had to be given 
to the debtor, thereby giving him an opportunity 
to clear out again before the writ could be put 
into execution. Such a state of things ought 
most certainly to be remedied. \Vhy should 
three days' notice be given to a debtor before the 
writ can be renewed ? 

Mr. BARLO\V : Why should the writ be 
renewed at all ? A warrant for apprehension is 
not renewed. 

Mr. l\1AC:B'ARLANE: Exactly; and I would 
ask the hon. member for Burrurn whether he has 
ever thought of making any provision for s-uch a 
case as that which I have mentioned? I could 
name several other cases of the kind which have 
come under my own notice. \Ve seem to be 
behind all the other colonies' in our law. Do we 
not all know of cases where the piling up of costs 
by the lawyers has swallowed up the whole estate. 
Our leading lawyers are certainly to blame for not 
attempting to get justice, especially for the poor. 
They do not get it under our present law. 

Mr. HYNE : What do you think about 
clause 4? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS said: 
Mr. Speaker,-The Chief Secretary has dealt 
with the legal portion of the Bill. I can see at 
a glance that the greater part of the clauses con­
tained in the Bill have a legal aspect, which, 
perhaps, I am not able to deal with; but, as the 
Chief Secretary has ;,aid, section 4 is one w hi eh 
requires an expression of opinion from someone 
conversant with merc~ntile business. I shall there­
fore offer a few remarks upon that clause. I look 
upon section 4 as a most dangerous one, and 
as one under which a merchant doing business 
throughout this colony will never be able to recover 
his debts unless under great inconvenience, and 
certainly unless he incurs great expense. Let 
me take, for inst,<nce, the case of a mercantile 
firm' who have a number of travellers on the road 
constantly. They proceed to the different parts 
of the colony and take orders from their cus­
tomers. These orders are to he made up in 
Brisbane and taken away either by steamer or 
by rail, or whatever it may be, to the customer, 
and the customer takes receipt immediately 
the goods are despatched. Now, if the cus­
tomer does not pay for the goods, he can 
be suPd and got at in the Brisbane courts 
or the Rock ham pton courts, or wherever the 
merchant is, and he get' his rights; but under 
this clause as it stands, the merchant would re­
quire to annoy an cl worry himself in the eYent of 
his customer refusing to honourab y acq nit him­
self of his hnne'lt debte. The merchant would 
then require either to proceed to N ormanton or 
wherever his traveller had taken the order, to 
take out a summons; and he would require to 
take all his witnesses with him in order to prove 
his claim. I am sure that such an injustice to 
the mercantile community would never be 
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suffered, because it would really put an end to -
all busines;;, becau8e this section as it stands reads 
very extensiYely-

u A pm·son ordering goods from. Ol" otherwise con­
tracting a debt with, a principal or with an agent of a 
princip~l in the di-,,trict in which the person RO ordering 
the goods or contracting resides, shall not be liable to be 
sued in a small debtG court in another district in which 
the principal ref>!\des or r'-trries on business unles~ a pro­
m1se in writing to pay at any place within such district 
has been signed by the yerson sued." 

Now, it would be .much easier for the customer 
who is sued to come to Brisbane, than it would 
be for the merchant to go, say, to Normanton 
with his staff, in order to prove delivery of the 
goods and all the rest of it. 

Mr. POWERS: His agent could do it the 
next time he was there. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The agent 
could not pro~e the dA!i very of the goods. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The 
clause is one that would never work. I can ae,ure 
the hon. gentleman that unless he will promise 
to amend that section I shall oppose it. The 
Bill was only placed in my lmnds this morning, 
and I have not had mnch of an opr,ortunity of 
~tudying it closely yet; but thi< clause which 
refers to the commercial community very con­
siderably I must offer my strongest opposition to, 
unless the hon. gentleman will consent to alter 
it so that summonses may be taken out in the 
place where the contract for delivery is made. 
If the goods are to be delivered in BriRbane, or 
Rockhampton, or whHever it may he, that is the 
place where the summons should be taken out. 

Question-that the Bill be now read a second 
time-put and passed. 

On the motion of Mr. POWERS, the com­
mittal of the Bill was made an Order of the Day 
for Thursday next. 

RELATIONSHIP BETW:EEN JUDGE 
AND COUNSEL. 

RESliMPTIO:>I OF DEBATE. 
On the Order of the Day being read for the 

resumption of the adjourned debate on Mr. 
Gannon's motion-" That, in the opinion of this 
House, no judge should sit alone in court 
or chambers in any matter in which his 
son act< as counsel "-which stood adjourned 
(under Sesqional Order of 30th ultimo) at 7 
o'clock p.m. on Thursday, the 31st :March last, 

The CHIEF SECRETARY said: Mr. Speaker, 
-I have alrea,dy spoken on this matter, but I 
wish to ask the permission of the House to say a 
word or two in regard to it. 

HoNOcRABLE ME~IBERS: Hear, hear! 
The SPEAKER: The hon. member for Mac­

kay was speaking when the qu,>Stion was last 
before the House, but he is not now present. 

The CHIE]' SECRETARY: With the per­
mission of the Home I wish to say a few words. 

HoNocRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am sure that 
this House will not willingly do anything to 
interfere with the due administration of jnstic0. 
I am sure it would not do anything that might 
be supposed to bear that aspect. Now, the 
discussion that took place here last Thursday was 
a matter of a serious character, and it could not 
be helped that it was associated hy the public 
with proceedings that are actuaily going on. 
I am sure the House would not like to do any­
thing that would be supposed to be intended to 
prejudice the trial of a case under conHideration. 
Certain gentlemen, in the course of the discus­
sion, had their conduct referred to, and it is 

perfectly obvious that at th? present tii;ne they 
cannot defend themselves w1thout runnmg the 
risk of the suspicion of impairing the imparbal 
administration of justice. I think, therefore, that 
it would be very desirable that tbe further debate 
on this motion should stand over, say, for three or 
four we0ks. I make that suggestion to the House, 
and I hope it will be accepted. I may s"'y that 
in my po-'ition as the head of the Government, 
I have felt it to be consistent with my duty 
to communicate with the gentlemen most 
immediately attacked hy the motion, and I th_ink 
iG is right to say that they indignantly repudmte 
any charges of unfair influence or improper 
conduct that may be made against them. 

The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD : What else 
could they do ? 

The CfiiE]' SECRETARY: I say this i 
not the time to discuss the matter. I have also 
suggested to Mr. Edwyn. Lilley that in order to 
leave the matter unembarrassed at the present 
time as far as possible, he should refme to 
take briefs before the Chief Justice in chambers, 
which he agreed to do. But I am also bound to 
say that there was a great reluctance on Mr. 
L{lley's part to clo so, for fear it might be suppo~ed 
that his doing so might be takeu,as an admissiOn 
that there was something wrong or improper _in 
connection with his appearing before the Ch1ef 
Justice. Under the circumstances, Sir, I think 
that the good sense of the House will see that it is 
desirable that the further discussion should stand­
over-I would suggest for a month. 

Mr. GANNON said: Mr. Speaker,-Although 
I have no clouht that by speaking now I forfeit 
my right to reply, I mus~ s~y that wh:<t the 
Chief Secretary has just sa1d 1s not suffiCiently 
strong, and I will tell hon. members why. 
I shall read to the House a certain paragraph 
which I have taken from the Obsarer. The 
paragraph is headed in rather large type, as 
follows:-

"FORElTJ.LLING GA~NO:\T. 
11 CHrEl<' JusTICE A:ND Hrs So~. 
"M;-. E . .~.lf. Li!ley'a D!!cision. 

•t On Saturdav morning last the Attorney-General 
(Sir S. W. Gritlithl had an interview with )!r. E. ~I. 
Lilley, in reference to the position of the latter in ~c­
c"'pting briefs t'J appear in chambers before the Chtef 
Justice, his fa! her, and which has caused some discus­
sion in the House. After a long conversation :llr. E . .YI. 
Lilley, entirely in deference to the expressed wish of 
the Attorney-General, and for no other reason, con­
l!iented for the present to decline any briefs to appear 
before his father in chambrl's, reserving, however, the 
right to appear iu any motion appertaining to the "' 
Grimley ca~e and the Sandgate Pier case. 'l'he position 
agreed to by ::\lr, Lilley has excited the keenest interest 
in legal circles." 

I may be allowed to tell the House that at the 
present time th~re is a certain _measure in another 
place that ent1rely deals wt~h th1s mat~er ?f 
practice in chambers. If that B1ll passes-as 1t w1Jl 
pass I trust within the next week-there will be an 
end of chamber busineS.''• and therefore Mr. Lilley 
is giving nothing to the country and nothing to us. 
I am very sorry that the Chief Secretary has 
allowed a certain amount of dust to be thrown 
into his eyes, and I hope that hon. members will 
not allow dust to be thrown into their eyes. 
My reason for speaking so strongly is obvious. 
If the Chief Secretary had come before the 
House and said Mr. Lilley states that "after 
the~e cases are disposed of hP is not going to 
appear before his father any more," I would at 
once have withdrawn the motion in deference to 
the hon. gentleman. ' 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: You can go on 
with the motion afterwards. I only asked you 
to allow it to stand over till after the cases I 
referred to are disposed of, 
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Mr. GANNON: There is another par2g-raph 
on the subject which appeared in the Tdegraph. 
Both are evidently inspired, as they both ap­
peared ahout the same hour on the same after­
noon. The raragraph in the Telegraph ig as 
follows:-

"FATHER A 'ID SOX. 
"D.ECISIOX OF l\IR. LTLI.l:Y. 

"lJeclirtes to Pt~aet:'i;e Before the Chief Justice. 
"A statement is going tlle rounds of the solicitors 

that ~fr. E. :U. Lilley ha' derided not to accept briefs 
to appear in chambers before the Chief ,Justice. On 
im1uiry we lParn that the statement is in a. measure 
correct. :Jir. Lillcy, in deference to the ex}n·essed t'ng­
gestjon of the Attorney-General (Sir Samuel GriCfith, 
Q.C,•, has decided not to accept any such briefs for the 
_present." 
That is really too bad. Thi,, mn,tter was before 
the House two years ago, and I w:ts then twitted 
with being to a certain extent frightened to 
go on with the Bill I harl introduced. Hon. 
members know very well that there was no fear 
or fright on my part. I am certainly not 
frightened, and I think it would be a mistake 
for me to withdraw this motion now after the 
position I have taken up. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I dirl not aRk 
you to withdraw it, but eimply to postpone it, so 
as not to interfere with the administration of 
justice. 

Mr. GA~NON: I am, of course, entirely in 
the hands of the Honse, and if it is the wish of 
hon. members thn,t I should postpone the matter 
for a month I shall do so. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. GANNON: But I am afraid that there 
will be great danger of it not coming before the 
House again if it is postponed. If, howeYer, the 
Chief Secretary will tell ine that he will give 
me time to bring it forwarrl again within a 
month I will accept his sugg-estion, and, with the 
permission of the House, withdraw the motion. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I did not 
suggest that you should withdraw the motion, 
but that the debate should be adjourned. 

Mr. GANJ'\ON: If this resolution is carried 
it will not affect the administration of j nstice in 
any way. I feel that the pm,ition I have ber n 
placed in is an unpleasant one. I ha,·e come here 
this afternoon with the intention of having the 
matter settled, and I think it is only fair to 
the House ttnd the country thftt it should be 
settled, seeing that it has been so long talked 
of. A postponement for a month is certainly 
'not a very long one, but if we agree to that post­
ponement we do not know whether there will 
be a chance of bringing the subject forward again 
this session. If the Chief Secretary will give 
the House his as,9urance that a postponement for 
"month is long enough, and that an opportunity 
will be given to bring the matter on again, then 
I have no objection to accept his sugge9tion. 

The HoN. B. D. 1\IOREHEAD : Postpone it 
for a week. 

The CHIE:F SECRETARY : I will promise 
to givA the hon. member an opportunity to bring 
the matter on again. 

The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD : Postpone it 
from week to week. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, don't do 
that; I think a month is a fair thing. 

Mr. GANNON: I will defer to the Chief 
Secretary. 

The HoN. B. D. MO REREAD: The House 
will not be sitting' then. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : It will be sit­
ting soon after, 

The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD : There may 
be a new case commenced then under the same 
circnmf';tancrs. 

::Yir. GAN::'\0::'{: I will ask the Chief Secre­
tary to tell me whether I shall have the right to 
bring the matter on again, say, one month from 
now. I must have that assurance, becrtuse, as 
I have said, I have been twitted with being 
frightened to go on with the resolution. I am 
certainly not frightened; I wish it settled, and I 
am here this afternoon to give further reasons 
why the resolution should be passed. 

An HO!i"OUHABI,E ME3IHER : Postpone it. 

1\Ir. GANNON : If the Chief Secretary will 
give me an assurance that it will come on again 
in a month, I will postpone it for that time. 

The CHIEF SE<'IU;TARY said : Mr. 
Speaker -Of conrse I will not promise that the 
House '~ill be sitting this day month, but 
I am quite sure that the session will not 
be orer then. :\Iay I be permitted again to say 
that my suggestion is that this discussion shou!d 
not go on at a time when cases are actually_ :n 
progress, and under c1rcumstances when the diS­
cussion might be supposed to be intended to 
influence the decision in those cases? And I 
further sug·gested the postponement of the _mn,tter 
for a time which will, I think, be suffiCient to 
allow that difficulty to puss over. I underta;ke 
that the hon. member shall hftve an opportumty 
of bringing the matter on . again.. I .d'? not 
think it should be kept hangmg on mdefimtely; 
it ought to be disposed of. 

Mr. DONALDSON said: ::\fr. Speaker,-I am 
perfectly a>~are that in sfty!ng anythin!j now I 
forfeit my nght to spen,k agam on the motwn, but 
I have not the slightest intention of speaking on 
the resolution at the pre,ent, further than to say 
that I think the hon. member for Toombul and 
the House will be acting right in consenting to 
postpone the discus,ion. I had intended to sn,y 
something on the motion, but I know I have 
forfeited my right to do so by speaking now. 

HONOUHABLE :MEMBERS : No. 
1\Ir. HYNE said: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to 

move the adjournment of t,he debate. 
The HoN. B. D. l\IOREHEAD said: Mr. 

Speaker,-Spe .. 1king to the question o~ ~he 
adjournment of the debate, I thmk the maJority 
of hem. members will agree with the Chief 
Secretary who, I suppose, _is spealdn!j . under 
authority. But were I m the positiOn of 
the gentleman whose conduct is impugned I 
;,hould have a~ked for a short shrift-to have 
the matter decided &t once. However, as there 
seems to be an opinion that certain matters 
should be finished before we deal with the motion 
of the hon. member for Toombul, I think that, 
as the gentleman whose con•luct is impugned 
does not object, the House should not, and 
therefore I shall support the Chief Secretary. 

Tho CHIEF SECRETARY said : 1\ir. 
Speaker -Before the motion for the adjourn­
ment of' the debate is put, I think it right to say 
that the proposal I have made I have made 
entirely of my own motion, and that I accept 
the full respomibility of it. 

Questinn-That the debate be now adjourned 
--put and passed. 

Mr. GANNON said: Mr. Speaker,--I move 
that the resumption of the debate be made an 
Order of the Day for this day four weeks. 

Mr. MORGA~ said: Mr. Speaker,-I should 
like to ask if Parliament is not sitting this day 
four weeks what will happen then? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The matter 
will stand for the first sitting day, 

Question put and passed, 
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MERCHANDISE ACT A~IEND~rENT 
BILL. 

OJ?- the .Orcl~r of th~ Day being read for the 
cons1deratwn m comm1ttee of the de"irahleness 
of introducing a Bill to amend the law relating 
to fraudulent marks on merchandise. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY said: Mr. 
Speaker,-! move that vou do now leave the 
chair. • 

Question put and passed. 

COMMITTEE. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY moved that it is 
desirable to introduce a Bill to amend the law 
relating to fraudulent marks on merchandise. 

Question put n.nd passed. 
The House resumed; the CHAIRMAN reported 

the resolution, and it was adopted. 

MESSAGE FROM THE LEG18LATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

Sl:PREc.rE Col:RT BrLL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislative Council, forward­
ing a Bill to further amend the Supreme Court 
Arts of 1867 to 1889, for the concurrence of the 
Legislative Assemhly. 

FIRS1' HEADING, 
The CHIEF SECRETARY said: Mr. 

Speaker,-I move that the Bill be read a first 
time. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the CHIEJ<' SECRETARY 

the second reading of the Bill was made an Orde~ 
of the Day for to·morrow. 

PACIFIC ISLAND LABOURERS (EXTEN­
SION) BILL. 

On tho Order of the Day being read for the 
resumption of the adjourned debate on the 
Chief Secretarv's motion-" That the Bill be now 
read a secondtinw"-

Mr. CORJ<'IELD said: Mr. Speaker,-Like 
other members of the House, I have to an­
nounce that I have changed my opinion on 
the subject of coloured labour. :B'rnm the 
time when the motion moved by the present 
Secretary for Lands, who wao then a private 
member, was discussed, I have felt that my 
oppoRition to coloured labour was based upon a 
wrong under<tanding of the subject ; but as it 
appeared that those who were most interested in 
the matter were not disposed to bring it forward 
again, I did not feel it in cum bent upon me to 
declare publicly my change of mind. The 
manifesto of the Chief Secretary has, however 
now brought the subject forward as one of th~ 
most prominent of the day, and from it I ha,·e 
gained an idea upon the whole que,,tion such as 
I never dreamt of before. Having felt, as I 
have saicl, that my being opposed to coloured 
labour was not altogether in favour of the 
interests of the country, or at any rate of the 
Northern. portion of it, I thoug?t it ~n:y- duty, 
before l:fOing contrary to my electi<>n opmwns, to 
ascertam by personal examination and inquiry 
what are the real fact.s of the case, by whom 
was coloured labour asked for, was it required 
and whether it was good or bad for the country 
a~d the kanaka. Before going any further I 
might refer to what I really said and did in my 
own electorate. I find on referring to my elec­
tion address, as published in the Winton Herald 
that I saicl, in reference to coloured labour_: 
"I am opposed to the introduction or employ­
ment of black labour in these colonies, but at 
the same time I think the subject will not again 
come before Parliament." During my election I 

addressed one meeting in the town of \Vinton, 
and others at neighbouring stations engaged in 
shearing, and at all I refer~ ed to the matter in 
the same strain, but not more definitely. All 
the same, I wa• at the time conscientiously 
opposed to coloured labour, but. like others, I have 
since learned by experience. As the result of my 
inquiries, I have arrived at the conclusion that 
coloured labour is absolutely necessary for sugar 
cultivation in the Northern part of Queensland, 
and that it is so required not only by the large 
planter, but by the small farmer also. 'l'he pro­
prietors of two large plantations whom I met 
informed me that, given kanakas to work in the 
field, and for certain occupations within the mill, 
they could and would continue their plantations, 
and would extend them ; and spe,king of the 
planters as a whole, they made the same state­
ment. Some of them expre,,sed their intention , 
provided this Bill becomes law, to cnt up their 
large estates into small areas to he leaoed to 
selectors, with the object of turning their 
attention wholly to the manufacture of sugar. 
But I was not so much concerned about the 
large planters as about the small selectors or 
farmers, and amongst them I found the same 
cry-" If we h:we kanaka labour to work in the 
canefield it is all we require, but that we must 
have, or we cannot continue." They said, 
and from personal experience I believe them, 
that it is impossible for white men to 
work for any time amongst the cane. They 
suggested that for a certain nu m her of 
kanakas a proportionat@ number of whites 
should be employed; but I do not know in what 
way they could apply it. After a close study of 
the question, I am of opinion that the extension 
of the Polynesian Labour Act will confer an 
immeme benefit on the country, and will give 
confidence to the small farmers now engaged 
in the sugar industry. It will encourage 
others to enter into it, and it will do 
away with the congested state of the labour 
market. I believe also that it will benefit 
the kanaka, f, ,r, at any rate, his condition on the 
plantations is an impro\·ement upon what I. ha Ye 
,,een in many places out \Vest, and althou~h his 
wages al'e comparatively small, yet he is far 
from heing in a state of slavery. Now, the most 
troublesome part of this question is this: 
'Whether it is necessary to refer it to the country 
before deciding. Personally, I would be more 
inclined to favour that course. In fact, to have 
a pronounced opinion in favonr of the exten­
sion I think would be best, but I am 
not disposed to give up my rights. as a 
member of this House to vote on a quest10n the 
expedition of which is immediatdy required--I 
repeat, immediately-because I am informed by 
th" small agricnlturiste, who will eventually 
become the mainstay of Northern Queensland, 
that, unle,ss this question is favourably con­
side,red within the next few months, the industry 
is doomed, as the land must go out of cultivation. 
That wonld, I comider, be a calamity ; and it is to 
prevent this that, although against my own opinion 
of the expediency of referring the question to the 
electors, I intend tosnpportthe proposals of the Go­
vernment. I do not see why, under stringent regu­
lations, by which the kanaka can be employed in 
certain work, and the proper enforcement of those 
regulations, it may not be an en.sy matter to 
prevent them coming into competition with the 
whites ; and that, Mr. Speaker, I regard as the 
gist of the whole question. 

Mr. MUHRAY said: Mr. Speak<'r,-I have 
only a few words to say on this very important 
subject, and upon the extraordinary change tha.t 
has come over the opinion of this House. 
I have always been a consistent advocate for 
the employment of kanaka labour upon the cane­
fields of this colony, believing thoroughly that 
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the work cannot be successfully and profitably 
carried out by white labour, not only th~tt it 
cannot be carried out by white labour, but I 
think there is higher occupation fnr the white 
population of this country than being engaged 
in work that in all parts of the world is carried 
on by black labour. I remember when the Italian 
immigration vote was passing through the House 
two years ago I opposed it, and said then that I 
was perfectly 8tttisfied that within a very short 
time public opinion would reverse, and there would 
soon be a greater desirP throughout the colony 
for the restoration of the Polynesian Labour 
Act than there ever was. My prediction has 
come true, and my desire was that public 
opinion should be ripened and matured on this 
subject. I saw a change setting in, and was 
convinced that if time were only allowed to the 
constituencies before the general election came 
round, public opinion would have so changed 
on the subject that four-fifths of the people 
of this colony would have ~opproverl of 
kanaka labour at the general election. I am 
sorry, indeed, that the Government have taken 
this inopportune time to make their proposals, 
because it would have been much better to have 
allowed public opinion to have matured itself and 
put it to the conscitnencies at the general election, 
and I fear that the Government by their action 
have in some degree checked public opinion in 
this respect.; I addressed a meeting of my 
constituents before I came down here, and 
although in the Central district we are not 
rlirectly interested in thf' production of 
sugar-that is to say, we have no sugar 
country-yet the farmers there, and my 
constituents generally, while they were not 
opposed to the employment of kanaka labour 
upon the 'ngar plantation~, w~re very much op­
po~ed to this Parliament dealing with the matter. 
I believe that I am not far out when I say that 
four-fifths of this House were pledged to oppose 
this measure; and I hardly think it wise, seeing 
that a general election is so clo~e at hand, for the 
Government to have introdneed this Bill. It 
would have been much better had it gone to the 
country. Viewing it from my standpoint I am 
much in favvur of the employment of kanakas; 
but at the same time I am nppo,,ed to thie. Parlia­
ment dealing with it, am! I do not foe] myself 
justified in voting for the measure. I cannot 
vote again•t it, and therefore I shall not vote 
~m the question. at all. I should be very sorry 
mdeed if anythmg should occur to prevent the 
employment of these people on our sugar planta­
tions, because I am perfectly satislied that instead 
of competing with white men they create work for 
them, and I think they raise them to a higher 
level by doing work which is beneath the dignity 
of intelligent white men. There are degrees of 
labour, I maintain, suited for all degrees and 
capacities of intelligence, and I think it is a loss 
of labour and intelligence to see our fellow­
countrymen engaged in work that is carried on 
by black men throughout all parts of the 
worlrl. With regard to the moral aspect of 
the question, I waive that altogether, be­
cause if it is wrong on thB part of the 
settlers of Queensland to employ black labour, 
then the moral government of the whole earth 
is wrong, because I belie,·e three· fourths of the 
population of the earth is black, and I believe 
that the white population of this colony, and of 
the earth v.enerally, is benefited very materially 
by the labour of these people, !1nd will continue 
to be benefited. I be!Jeve that the wealth 9,nd 
influence of England is very n1uch made up by 
the labour of that class of people, and I am 
perfectly satisfied that our industries are in such 
a condition that we, for the first time in our 
history, are compelled to look to them for money 
to carry us on. It has been our custom 

LMr. Mt:RRAY, 

to live on borrowed money ; but now we have 
to look to our industries to pay our way. 
It is only necessary to look around to see the 
condition our industries are in, and how neces­
sary it is that e,·erything should be done to foster 
and encourage them. And we cannot afford to 
lose one of. them. The agricultural interest 
generally is in such a condition that it cannot 
pay with the employment of white labour alone. 
'rhe pastoral interests are yery little better off. 
Cattle are selling at such a low price that no one 
engaged in that business can afford to pay wages ; 
while wool is falling so much in value that it 
will be very difficult indeed for the rate of wageo 
that has hitherto prevailed in (,.lueensland to be 
kept up. Therefore,. now throt we have only 
our industries to depend upon, every effort 
should be made to keep those industries 
in a vigorous and healthy condition. The 
country 'generally, and the working classes in 
particular, are dependent solely upon the success 
of tboBe industries, and if the industries are not 
vigorous and prosperous the working classes will 
be unable to find employment. Some people 
have said, speaking on this question, ''Rather 
than employ kanaka labour, let the sugar industry 
perish." That would be a great mistake. We 
cannot afford to let any one of our industries 
perish, and I believe myself that in time to come 
the sugar industry of Queensland will be one of 
the most prosperous and profitable industries in 
the colony. The possibilities of the sugar industry 
in this country are enormous; and if, by a little 
assistance, it can be carried on, it will in course 
of time, and not a very long time either, become 
the greatest producing industry we h'ii:ve got. 
I have not much more to say on the subject, but 
I will refer briefly to a statement made here the 
other night by the hon. member for Barcoo with 
reference to the rate of wages and the unem­
ployed in the \Vestern districts. Th~tt hon. 
member stated that there were some hundreds 
of men in those districts who would be perfectly 
willing to work for 10s. or 12s. a week. I can 
assure the hon. member tbat such is not the case. 
Only a very few weeks ago I was out there, and 
I could not get a mar1 of any description to go to 
work for less than 30s. a week. And although 
that is the case, there are hundreds of men 
going about idle. Those men are not allowed 
by their unions to engage for less than 30s. a 
week; hence the country is flooded with the 
unemployed. I believe that if things were pro­
perly conducted there would not be any idle men 
in the colony. There is abundant WNk for all, 
if they are only prepared to take as remunera­
tion that which the employers can afford to give 
them. As I said before, I regret very much 
that I cannot support the Bill. The subject is 
one that I have taken a very deep interest in. 
At the last general election I spoke in favour of 
it, and I have alwaysadvoeated it. At the same 
time, I do not think the Government have acted 
wisely in bringing it forward at the present time, 
and I am reluctantly compelled to withhold my 
support. 

Mr. SMITH said: Mr. Speaker,-I have not 
had an opportunity of expressing my opinions 
with regard to the Bill that has been brought in 
by the tiovernment, and I rise now to express 
mr hearty approval of it. I look upon the 
interference with the sugflr industry, in not allow­
ing it the use of kanaka labour, as one of the 
great causes of our present depression. That 
blow to the sugar industJ·y was a great mis­
fortune to the colony; in fact, through it every 
industry in the colony has suffered more or less. 
·when the sugar industry was in full operation, 
the foundries, the shipping, and many other 
industries were kept fully employed ; and when 
it wag interfered with they were all more or less 
affected, some of them affected to an enormous 
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extent. Tbe1·e are foundries in Brisbane and 
Maryborough which at that time gave employ­
ment to 300 or 400 artisans ; since then 
they have had to reduce their staffs to 
thirty, forty, or fifty. It is said that 
the introduction of kanaka labour is a blow 
to the white labourer. But it has been 
clearly demonstrated that the employment of 
kanakas has been the means of giving employ­
ment to some thousands of white people in the 
colony. It is said also that one kanaka has not 
yet been taken from the sugar-planters, and that, 
therefore, the sugar industry has not been 
affected by previous legislation. The sugar 
indt1stry has been very much affected 
by the legislation that 'has taken place, 
because the planters have not had confi­
dence that they would be in a position to 
carry on the industry, on account of the labour 
they required not being forthcoming. It was 
impossible to see where that labour was to come 
from. I give the Government credit for having 
tried, by every means in their power, to carry 
out the views of the white labourers of the 
colony by introducing labour from Europe, and 
excluding the black labour which the sugar­
planters considered was absolutely necessary for 
them. They endeavoured to assist the industry 
by intvoilucing other than black labour. But 
all their efforts have been futile, and the 
~gitation, which commenced, I am glail to see, 
m the Southern part of the colony, has com­
menced there because the people in the South see 
perfectly clearly that the keeping from the sugar 
industry the labour which is necessary for it is 
affecting each and all of them in their various 
pursuits in life. It was said by the hon. member 
for Ennggera that it was not true there hac! been 
any c~ange of opinion on this question. I think 
there 1s proof of it on all sides if we choose to 
read the signs of the times. Even at that hon. 
member's own meeting there was a very palpable 
proof that there had been a change of opinirm 
amongst his own constituents. As I read the 
report of his meeting, some of his own con­
stituents are in favour of the continuance of black 
labour. Ani! there is no doubt that a change 
of opinion has occurred all over the colony. 
Then we are told that Australia should be for 
the white man, and not for a mixed race. Now, 
does anyone really believe that the kauakn 
being allowed to assist the sugar-planter, will at 
all intertere with the social position of tlw white 
men of this colony? There is no labour that 
we have so much control over as over the Poly­
nesi':ns. They have no standing in the colony, 
and If the Government find that they are not 
required, and that it. is advisable to send them 
home.again, they can do so at a day's notice; so 
that 1t has complete control over this class of 
labourers. They can be removed at any moment 
when it is found that they are not necessary for 
the development of our industries. But I hold 
that the laws of nature here are such that there 
are portions in this colony that never will be 
brought under cultivation without the assistance 
of coloured labour. vV e cannot alter those laws. 
We may prate and say as much as we like about 
the white man being able to do anything under 
the sun; but he will not do it. He ca,n do it, no 
doubt, but he will not. He chooses not to do it 
because he can do better th"'n going on to th~ 
plantations to work for the sugar- planter 
The white man can do a great deal better tha~ 
that, and it will not pay the sugar-planter to 
give the wages that the white man at present 
demands. In fact I look upon the coloured man 
or the Polynesian as an absolute necessity to 
bring i~to cultivation some portions, at any rate, 
of tropwal Queensland. The argument is used 
that the kanaka enters into competition with 
white labour, but I think that falls to the 

ground, because we know as an absolute fact 
that the more the kanaka is employed in 
developing the sugar industry the more white 
men are also employed ; and I am rather sur­
prised to see my hon. friend the member 
for Stanley so strongly opposing the introduction 
of this labour. I have not tbe slightest doubt 
that if that hon. gentleman only went on to the 
sugar plantations, and saw wl1at he would see 
there, he would be so strongly impressed with 
the necessity for giving this claH of labour to the 
sugar industry that there would be no stronger 
advocate for it than the hon. gentleman, for I 
am sure he is quite sensible enough to act accord­
ing to his conscientious opinions. \Ve have been 
long talking of protection, and there are a gnat 
many protectionists in this House, and in Aus­
tralia. But here is an industry which was 
started without one penny being given from 
the public Treasury. It sprang up, as it were, 
spontaneously amongst us. · 

Mr. ALAND : There is an import duty of £5 
a ton on sugar. 

Mr. SMITH : That is nothing. \V e do, not 
impmt any sugar. 

Mr. ALAND: We did then. 
Mr. SMITH: \Yell, we do not import any 

now. Those gentlemen who advocate protec· 
tion should be the first to give the planter this 
protection which he requires. He only requires 
the labour which is necessary for him to have; 
and of all the industries in Australia I think the 
sugar industry is· the gem, because it is an agri­
cultural industry, and we know that the riches 
that are obtained from the land are those which 
set all the other industries at work. It is 
like the large fly-wheel in machinery, which sets 
all the· smaller wheels in motion. This industry 
is the great industry which sets all the other 
industries at work, and gives them employment, 
and, of course, the means of subsistence. Now, 
it is absolutely necessary that something should 
be done in order to assist in keeping this industry 
alive. Some hon. members say that this question 
should be relegated to tho constituencies, and 
that after the next general election it should be 
settled. 'N ell, what does that mean? A number 
of sugar-planters have been making arrangement"l 
for closing their plantations in this colony, and 
to remove their machinery elsewhere, and unless 
something- is done immediately which will give 
them confidence in the future, tho?e men will 
close their operations in this cvlony, and will not 
be enticed here again. I say by all means keep 
the sugar industry going. Keep those gentlemen 
here who have spent so much money and who 
have the industry now in oper&tion. Keep them 
when we have them here, and try to encourage 
as many more to begin the industry as we can. I 
shall not detain the House any further, bnt I 
have very much pleasure in oupporting the 
second reading of the Bill. 

Mr. ALAND said: Mr. Speaker,-I would 
like to say a few words before this debate is 
broug·ht to a close, although my few remarks 
ought rather to have been made cluring the debate 
on the Address in Reply, or on the amendment 
moved by the hon. member for Enoggerl}. How­
ever, I did not take advantage of either of those 
opportunities to speak, and perhaps I may be 
pardoned if what I have to say is not altogether 
upon the Bill as ib is now before the House. I 
have listened attentively to the several speeches 
-I should not like to say that I have listened to 
all of them. However, I have listened to 
most nf the speeches which have been de­
livered on either sirie of this House-or rather 
I should say on either side of this question­
and I must say that regarded from the economic 
point of view those gentlemen who are in favour 
of this Bill appear to me to have had the best 



170 Pacific Island Labourers [ASSEMBLY.] (Extemdon) Bill. 

of the arguments. I think the speech delivered 
by the hon. member for liiackay, from that point 
of view, last night, was altogether unanswerable. i. 
At all events no spe:tker that I have heard 
has been able to refute the hon. member's 
arguments, and nothing that I have read, either 
in official documents or in newspaper vubli­
cations, has tended tn confute those argu­
ments. But I cannot agree with the remark 
made by the hon. member for Normanby just 
now when he said that he did not regard the 
moral aspect of this question at all. 

Mr. MUHRAY: I did not say that. 
Mr. ALAND : I unrlerstood the hon. member 

to say that. Almo't his last words were that 
the mor"'l a•pect did 1\ot weigh with him at all. 

Mr. J\fURRA Y : I said that if it was wrong 
in Queensland, it was wrong all ol'er the world. 

Mr. ALAND : I take exception to that re­
mark. At all events the experience of the past 
has Jlroved to my mind, and I think to the mind 
of the Chief Secretary, that the moral aspect of 
this question has been wrong in the past. Now, 
the question that arises in my mind now is, "Is 
this moral aspect going to be improved in the 
future?" I for one have very serious doubts on 
the <Juestion. I regret, of course, the correspond­
ence which has taken place between Mr. Paton, 
JYlr. Christensen, and other clergymen, some for 
and others against the proposal of the Govern­
ment. But in the light of past experience I am 
sadly afraid that the abuses which crept into the 
system in •the past will creep into the traffic 
in time to come; and if that is the case we 
cannot expect any blessing- commercial or 
any other-to rest upon the reintroduction of 
Polynesian labour. · It has been said that 
this question came before the constituencies 
at the last two general elections. I think 
however, that the question of Polynesian labour 
did not come very prominently before the con­
stituencies at the general election in 1883. There 
was no strong feeling against the kanaka at that 
time. A few years previous to that the kanaka 
wa~ mentioned as con1ing into competition in 
labour that ought to be performed by white men 
and white women. Bnt what was feared at the 
general election in 1883-4 was an inundation of 
hordes or multitudes of coolies from India. 
That was the fear which operated on the 
mind of the Chief Secretary, who was then 
leader of the Opposition, and operated on the 
minds of the electors to induce them to go so 
strongly as they did against coloured labour. At 
the general election in 1888 the black labour 
<JUestion was scarcely raised at all, and therefore 
while I am not going to apologise for those mem­
bers who intend to vote for the Bill which is now 
before the House, I think there is something to 
be said in favour of hon. members who were 
really silent upon the subje<·t when they were 
before iheir con ;tituents in 1888. I know that 
in my own electorate the matter was looked upon 
as so thoroughly settled, both leaders agreeing on 
the question, that it was not considered that any 
effort would be made to reintroduce Polyne,;ians, 
and it waspas3edover. Onreadingthe electioneer­
ing speeches of candidates on either side I find 
that very little mention was made of the coloured 
labour question. Therefore I am not disposed 
to pour down abuse, as has been done, on those 
members in the House who see fit to vote for this 
Bill, nor can I bring my,elf to accuse t]1em of 
broken pledges and all that sort of thing. I 
wonld accuse myself of a broken pledge if I 
voted for this Bill upon this occasion, but I 
cannot accuse others member·s who really kept 
silent on the subject at the last general election. 
At the last general election I was sent here by 
the constitnency which returned me, or I was 
elected to come here-I p1·efer to put it in that 

way-on the condition that I would not give my 
supporL to the introduction of coloured labour in 
any shape whatever. I listened to the remarks 
of the hon. member for Norman by, and I thought 
I detected a feeling throughout his speech which 
somewhat surprised me. I may be mistaken, 
and tbe hon. member will p.>rdon me if a wrong 
impression is conveyed to my mind, but I heard 
the same thing given expression to outside this 
House. It is not so many weeks ago that 
when talking over this question in company 
with a number of gentlemen, I heard one 
of them say that certain lands on the Darling 
Downs would never be put to profitable use 
unless we could get coloured labour to work 
those lands. It struck me, on hearing the 
speech of the hon. member for N ormanby, that 
he was getting the same idea into his head, that 
because cattle were sold at a less price than 
could be got for ducks and geese, therefore we 
must have coloured labour to work cattle and 
sheep brms. 

Mr. MU.RRAY: No, no! 
Mr. ALAND : If the impression is getting 

abroad that industries which at the present 
time are not paying as they ought to pay in 
order to be remunerative to those persons who 
are carrying them on, and that, in order to make 
those industries pay, we must introduce a cheap 
kind of labour, it will be a great mistake for 
the country. Something has also been said in 
reference to th~ feeling which has come over the 
country regarding this coloured labour. I am 
not going to say that a change of opinion is not 
coming over the public mind, but I think I may 
tell the Chief Secretary that the opinion in 
favour of his manifesto is not so strong as he has 
been led to suppose. But we know, Sir, that we 
get our impressions from the company we keep. 
There is no doubt about that. I am quite sure 
that the company the hon. member for Barcoo . 
keeps is not the company that will impress upon 
him that there is a change of opinion going on 
among the public in reference to this matter, and 
I am quite sure that the company the ()hie£ 
S•ecretary keeps has impres;;ed upon his mind 
that there is really a great change c,>ming O\'er 
the people of Queensland upon this subject. 

The CHIEF SECRE'rARY: You are mis­
taken about that. 

Mr. ALAND: I believe there is a change. I 
know that in my own electorate many •valued 
friends and constituents of minP, who hitherto 
were pronounced in their opposition to coloured 
labour, are really coming over to the Chief 
Secretary's views, but, at the same time, I know 
that there is a very large number who have not 
cmneround to that view as yet. Whether they wiil 
be educated up to it or not, I cannot say just 
at present. However, I want just to explain 
the position in which I stand in regard to this 
question. I ha,·e already said that the economic 
aspect of the question is really settled in my 
mind. I am condnced of what has been said in 
this House over and over again: That in orderthat 
sugar may be produced at a profitable rate it 
must be produced at a le.•s cost than the planters 
('"1n afford to pay for white labour, unless white 
labourers will accept the wages which the hon. 
member for Barcoo mentioned the other even­
ing-namely, from 10s. to 12s. per week and 
their rations. I have not the faith in the 
workers of the colony that the hon. mem­
ber for Barcoo has, to think that from 
any patriotic motives they are going to work 
for the sugar-planters at any such wages. 
Further, I believe that the constitution of white 
men does not fit them for work in the canefields of 
this colony, whatever may be the case down 
about the Tweed or Clarence Rivers. I am con­
vinced of that from all I have heard or read, 
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l<'rom my visits to the North, which have been 
made in the winter time, I can. really form no 
conception of what the heat of the tropical 
parts of this colony is in the summer months. 
I know what the heat of the tropical parts 
of this colony is in the winter months, and 
I am quite sure that the work of the cane­
fields would not be carried on bv white labour 
even in the winter months. I 'have to oppose 
this Bill, and I make no excuse for opposing it, 
because I promised my constituents I would 
vote against the introduction of coloured labour, 
and I am hound to keep that promise unless I 
am told by them to vote in the contrary way. 

The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD: You are a 
pure delegate. 

Mr. ALAND : I am not a pure delegate. 
The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD: Well, you 

are a delegate. I won't say "pure." 
Mr. ALAND : If my constituents, in public 

meeting assembled, had requested me to vote--
The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD : Given you 

absolution like. 
Mr. ALAND : If they had requested me to 

vote in favour of the Bill I should not have 
avaqed myself of the opportunity of doing so, 
holdmg as I do very strong feelings on the moral 
view of the question. I cannot myself believe 
that this traffic is going to be carried on without 
some of those gross abnse3 we have heard of 
from time to time as connected with it. 'fhere 
is another thing I want to say, and the 
Chief Secretary must pardon me for saying 
it. I like to say anything I have to say 
about the Chief Secretary before the hon. 
gentleman's face. That is what I like to do, 
and I tell him now that I think he has made a 
very great mistake, and has rlPstroyed the con­
fidence which the people of this colony have had 
in him by not submitting this manifesto of his 
to the people and getting their verdict upon it. 
I believe that from the bottom of my heart. It 
is all nonsense to say we have not the time before 
us to do this thing. Why, Sir, had that been 
done Bt once, by this time, since the manifesto was 
issued, we might have been in the turmoil of a 
general election. It was within the province of 
the GoYernment, I presume, with the consent of 
His Excellency, to dissolve Parliament at any 
time ; and I maintain that Parliament should 
have befm dissolved, and this matter should 
have been placed before the electors, seeing that it 
is such an utter reversal of the policy upon 
which this Parliament was elected. The whole 
manifesto, with its reference also to the Chief 
Secretary's change of mind upon the f[Uestion of 
land-grant railways, is such an utter reversal of 
the policy he has ever maintained that it should, 
f•1r his own credit and honour, have been ref•rred 
to the country, and I would have had much 
greater confidence in the ban. gentleman's wis­
dom if he had done that. Of course I shall have 
to oppose the second reading of this Bill. 

Mr. SALKELD said: Mr. Speaker,-I desire 
to make a few remar·ks upon the question before 
it goes to a vote. I shall not detain the House 
with any array of figures, or with any attempt 
to go over the ground which has been gone over 
before. Various views and figures have been put 
before the House by other hon. members, and I 
shall not go into that part of the subject. I 
have already expressed myself as of opinion 
that this question ought to be referred to the 
constituencies, and I shall now content my­
self with dealing with this argument against 
the Bill. I should like to say in reference 
to this matter, and the arKuments in the 
Chief Secretary's manifesto for taking the 
course he has taken, that so far as I can 
learn, substantially the whole of the f!lcts 

we know now with regard to the necessity 
or alleged necessity for kanaka labour in the 
cultivation of su;;ar-cane were known not only 
in UlSD, when we had a debate upon the motion 
of the present Secretary for Lands, but they 
were known before the general election of 1888. 
Perhaps fresh light may have been thrown 
upon the oubject by the work of the Sugar 
Oommis;;ion; but I do not know that there is 
anything of substantial importance connected 
with the matter that was not known before the 
general election of 1888. Under the circnm­
stances I cannot nnderFtand how the Chief 
Secretary has been so long in making up his mind 
upon this question. If the arguments which have 
led him to take up his present course are correct, 
they were correct eighteen months, two years, 
and pretty well four years ago. Thehon. member 
for Mackay, Mr. Black, and some other hon. 
members have spoken very strongly m regard to 
the abuses that took place in connection with 
this traffic previous to 1885. They have de­
nounced them in very strong terms indeed. Of 
course we all disagree with that kind of tiling; 
but I was very glad to hear them speak out so 
openly and emphatically in condemning the 
abuses that have taken place. But, Sir, they 
tell us Lhat there are no abuses now, and I should 
like to ask those hon. gentlemen if, when the 
abuses in connection with the recruiting of this 
labour-I am referring to the recruiting in this 
matter as I wish to keep the two matters of the 
recruiting and the treatment of the islanders in 
Queensland distinct-I would like to ask them if, 
when the abnses connected with the recruiting 
took place previous to 1885, they were aware of 
them? If they were aware of them why did 
they not report them to the proper persons to put 
a stop to them? As good citizens they ought to 
have done so. I believe myself that the hon. 
member for lVIackay, the leader of the Oppm i­
tion, and other hon. m<cmbers who have spoken 
so strongly against these abuses were not aware ?f 
them until they were brought before the public 
in a court of law. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : That is more than I do. 
Mr. SALKELD: I believe that; and, assum­

ing that they were not, I ask : What weight 
can be placed upon their statements that there 
are no abuses now? They were not aware of the 
flagrant. cases of kidnapping and murder that 
occurred previous to 1885, and what guarantee 
have we under the circumstances that they are 
in a position to say that there are no abuses now? 

Mr. HYNE : They did not understand the 
business of recruiting at that time. 

Mr. SALKELD : There may be something in 
that, but we all heard that there were abuses 
going on, and the persons who said so were 
hooted down. Tlwy were forced down and 
denounced very strongly indeed. Hen who had 
no connection with Queensland pointed out that 
there were abuses connected with the traffic, and 
in some cases in which inquiries were made into 
their statements they were not able to procure 
witnesses to Rubstantiate their case. People are 
sometimes misled in these matter~, and come to 
the conclusion that because the persons making 
such charges are not able to sheet them home 
when inf[uiries of that kind are made into 
them, they must be misleading the public 
and wilfully perverting the truth. I would 
point out that people should wait a little 
before they come to conclusions of that kind. 
\Ve know it is a matter of difficulty to get 
evidence in those cases. Perhaps the witnesses 
may be scattered goodness lmo ;vs where ; and 
although a man may have good grounds for 
making a statement, when an inquiry is held he 
may not be able to sheet a charge home. I hn.ve 
heard the Chief Secretary say that he had very 
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strong evidence indeed that convinced him that 
certain abnseg existed, but as a lawyer he knew he 
could not prove them legally. These abuses were 
known to manype1ple, including the missionaries 
who have been so strong;ly spoken against. It is 
a most diflicu!G thing to sheet home such cases. 
I remember over twenty years ago, up in the 
North, I stayed <lt an hotel with some men who 
were engaged in the labour trade. They were 
seamen. One was second mate, and two of them 
were very badly wounded with poisoned arrow&. 
I did not understand much about it then, but I 
could hear from the conversation that was going 
on that some very rough work had taken 
place. I believe if I had laid an informa­
tion in that case I would have been made out a 
slanderer. \Vhy? Became I could never make 
out a cas<', although I felt morally certain 
that thme men rPceived their wounds in con­
nection with kidnapping. Of course I would have 
failed. I could not sheet the matter home. The 
parties would have denied the charge, and there 
I would have been. That is the caRe with the 
missionaries. I was sorry to hear some remarkg 
about the missionaries being traders, and that their 
objection to the traffic arose throu.e:h that fact. 
I do not believe it for a moment. There may be 
an isolated case, but I do not think the great 
body of the ~nis"ionaries would be actuated by 
any such mot1 ve. I have a far different opinion 
of them. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: One of the 
missionaries at Cooktown sold the blacks. 

Mr. SALKELD: There may be one case, but 
one swallow does not make a summer. If we 
were to tell the Colonial Secretary wh::.t some 
members of his profession have done he would 
not like to be blamed for their offences. If the 
man referred to did wrong he was punished ; if 
not, he ought to have been. I think that case 
happened in Queensland. It was not in the 
islands? 

'l'he COLONIAJ_, SI<~CRETARY: No. 
Mr. SALKELD : Because someone murders 

someone else in Africa, how does that affect any­
Ol_le here? The hon. member for Mackay has 
g1 ven some reasons why people are opposed to the 
trade. One reason was that the missionaries 
lost their trade. It did no credit to the hon. 
gentleman to impute those motives. Another 
was that it was going to interfere with white 
labour. Now, I know that there have been in 
the past evils in connection with recruiting. The 
hon. gentleman did not allude to one very strong 
objection,: and I have not heard a single speaker 
allude to It. It escaped their notice. I am told, 
"vVhy do you dwell upon this? Never miud, 
they are only kanakas." I do not allude to 
the evils of recruiting. I hope that the bulk 
of these are done away with, and that they will 
never he repeated. I am not quite certain thB,t 
everything is carried on as it shcmld be even now. 
I have very grave doubts about it. I believe it 
io a kind of a tmffic that cannot be properly 
controlled. That is my conviction. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There are 
just as many evils connected with the immigra-
tion of whites. , 

Mr. SALKELD : The two cases are quite 
different, because there is no such discrepancy 
between the persons who are making the b>traa,ins 
as there is in, the case of the engageme~t of 
!slanders. One eo''ential element in a proper 
?argain .o!' contract is, that both persons shall be 
m a pos1tJon to understand what they are doing, 
and know the terms and conditions, and be so 

, well seized of the particular facts of the case 
that they can make a bargain. We all know 
that we recognise that when a man is intoxicated 
and helpless, he is not in a position to make a 
bargain, 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Not 
always. 

Mr. SALKELD: As a rule, you would not 
buy,a horse from a man who was intoxicated. 
\Ve recognise that it is not fair to make a bargain 
with a child, and thege kanakas are very much 
like children. I do not think they understand 
the terms of their contracts. They do not under­
stand what working for three years in a canefield 
for £6 a year and rations means. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: They come 
back here. 

Mr. SALKELD : Some of them, of course, 
come back, and a great many go away and never 
come back. However, my principal objection to 
the reintroduction of kanaka labour is to a 
matter that I cannot see how the Government 
are going to remedy. It is a matter that is an 
essential evil in connection with the trade, and 
that iH the terrible mortality of the kanakas 
while in Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : It is not 
so great as the mortality of the New Zealanders 
on the first Gilbert rush. 

Mr. SALKELD: The hon. gentleman's own 
common sense will tell him that that is no 
argument. There is no comparison. The two 
cases are not on a level. A lot of diggers go on 
a new rush ; they may not have proper food or 
water, and a disease may break out which kills 
them very rapidly. If anyone' else used such an 
argument, the hon. gentleman would be the very 
first to point out the error. vVe are dealing not 
with a temporary case. If only the first shipload 
of kanakas died off very rapidly, and some extra­
ordinary cause waq given, wa could understand 
it. We could say, "That is the first case, and it will 
not occur again "; but this excessive mortality 
always exists. I have all the figures, but I shall 
not trouble the House with them. The facts 
are taken from the last six years' returns of the 
Registrar-General, that the death-rate among 
the kanakas amounted to nearly 66 per 1,000. 
I have had sent to me some writings of the 
late Mr. Jordan, who was for seven years 
Registrar-General. He shows that the death­
rate nf the European popub~tion in Queensland 
of the same ages as the kanakas was less than 
6 per 1,000 ; thus showing that the death­
rate among the kanakas is 6leven time;; as great 
as amongst the I<~uropeans of the same age. 
That is a most outrageous thing. And when I 
read statements that white people cannot stand 
the work in canefields, I say, neither can the 
kanakas. It is a snrprisinl\ thing to read in the 
report of the Royal Comm1ssion, whenever ques­
tions where asked of planters if their kanakas 
were healthy, that they always answered "Yes," 
as if it were the healthiest employment going. 
But the returns of the Registrar-General tell a 
differE'nt tale. I see that the death-rate of the 
present year is higher than that of last year. 
The death-rate varies; sometimes it goes a little 
down, and then it goes a great dea.! up. There 
has been evidently no improvement in the death­
rate during the last six or seven ye'trs. That 
being so, is it just, is it right, is it humane to 
sanction and approve of steps being taken to 
carry on a traffic of this kind, which results in 
such a terrible mortality amongst those poor 
people? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The mor· 
tality is greater on their own islands. 

Mr. SALKELD: I have searched in every 
way to ascertain that, but I have not come acros• 
any statistics bearing on the subject. I met a 
gentleman who was once a member of this House, 
and who has resided in those islands a con­
siderable time. I thought he might be able to 
tell me something about it. I sil.id to him, "I 
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suppose the death-rate of kanakas in their 
islands is a great de&l higher than the death-rate 
of white people in Queensland?" He replied, 
''I do not think so; I doubt it very much." I said, 
"They are evidently not increasing, as the white 
racesaredoing." Hesaid, "Thatmaybeso, but it 
may be partly owing to the low birth-rate, 
which again is partly owing to the traffic in 
kanakas, and to other causes." It is hardly fair 
to presume that the death-rate of kanakas is so 
tremendous in their islands. On this question I 
will read a short extract from the report of a 
Government official who has evidently studied 
the subject. He says-

" 'rhe dFath-rate I of the kanaka) is abnormal, as in all 
case$ where coloured races are exposed to sudden 
change. The kanaka removed from the equable 
temperature of his native isle and subjected to the 
violent alternations of Australia, fod on a strange diet, 
copious though it be, clothed, and changing from the 
close atmosphere of a grass hut to the chill morning 
dews of plantation field work, debarred from all but 
depraved sexual association, falls an easy victim to 
pulmonary and venereal disease, however anxious his 
employers may be to promote his physical welfare." 
That is from a report made on the 4th May, 
1886, by the present Secretary for Mines, who 
was not then a member of the House, but who 
was appointed to inquire into certain matters 
C<mnected with kanalm labour ; and his report 
agrees with the reports of other Government 
officials on the same question-n~tmely, that the 
kanaka cannot stand the Queensland ciimate. 
We are told that it is an impertinence on the 
part of whitP. people to come here and debar 
coloured people from working in their own land. 
But as far as the first occupants are concerned, 
this is the hnd of the aboriginal blackfellow, and 
it has never even been proposed to prevent him 
from working in his own land. I never he'l.rd 
that anybody had any o],jection to his work­
ing; the chief objection I have heard against 
him is that he will not work. I am only showing 
what a lot of bad arguments have been put for­
ward to mislead the public mind. Many people 
who read statements of that kind have no time 
to look into them. 'l'his is not the native home 
of the kanaka. He is taken away from his 
native home and brought to a quite different 
country, where he has to lead quite a different 
life, and where he has to labour from morning 
till night. I do not mean to say that the 
planters work them more than they ought, but 
the conditions under which they labour on 
plantations are so completely different from their 
native style of Jiving that there is no wonder the 
death-rate is considerably higher here than it is 
on the islands. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY: But it is 
not. 

Mr. SALKELD : If the death-rate were the 
same on the islands a~ it is here, the South Sea 
Islands would have been depopulated years ago. 
I find, from the Registrar-General's returns 
from 1885 to 1890, inclusive, that the number of 
islanders in the colony, each year added together, 
made a total of 55,077, and that during those six 
years, 3,689 of those men died, or at the mte of 
G6 per 1, 000. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: During 
that time there was a visitation of measles. 

Mr. SALKELD : I am not including the year 
when there'Wrcs a visits,tion of measles. I have 
left out that year intentionally and the year 
before it. In that year the death.rate was 147 per 
1,000; in the year before it was 75 per 1,000 ; and 
in the year before that it was 82 per 1,000. I 
do not want to give an unfair average. The 
Colonial Secretary is quite wrong in making a 
statement of that kind. No doubt one reason 
for the decrease of population on the islands is 
our continually bringing away such a nuwber 

of them--principally men between the ages of 
sixteen and forty-and that is bound to reduce 
the birth-rate a.nd dimiui'h the population. 
The heavy death.rate in Queensland is also 
an important factor in the question. The 
contention of the planters has always been, 
"We have to compete wioh cane sugar grown by 
cheap labour, and we want cheap labour to be in 
a position to compete with it." If we were to 
take up that position we should have to allow 
them to have labour to compete with the 
cheapest labour employed in growing cane; for 
that is what it amounts to. In the Dutch East 
Indies, for instance, there is a sy,tem of slavery 
where over 200,000 families are compelled to 
work at 6d. a day. If that is their contention­
and it has been all along-we c:annot comply 
with it, and we a.re not going to comply with it. 
In taking part in this debate I wish to bring 
forward a view of the case that 1 feel ought to 
be put before this Hou3e; and I· will try to 
explain my views and feeling> as concisely as I 
can, but without in any way wishing to obtrude 
my own opinions upon hon. members. VVe have 
heard a great deal during this debate about 
the interests of those engaged in the sugar 
industry. We have heard a great deal about 
the interests of the capitalists who have spent 
some millions of money in it. \V e are told of the 
losses they have sustained, and of the necessity 
for carrying· on the industry, and of the reason­
ableness and right of giving them an opportunity 
of, at any rate, avoiding suffering as great a loss 
as they would do if this kanaka labour were not 
introduced. But I have not heard any hon. 
member who has ,poken yet, although I have 
not heard all the speeches that have been 
delivered, as I have not been in the Chamber 
during' the whole debate, but I certainly have 
not heard any prominence given to the rights of 
the Polynesians themselves. \Ve are told again 
and again that white men cannot stand the work 
of cultivating the cane. That has been said all 
over the colony, repeatedly by the Press, and 
it has been repeated in this House time·; without 
number. \Ve have been told about the unhealthi­
ness of the work, and that white people cannot 
stand it, but what do the figures show? They 
D.re not the figures published by those who are 
opposed to kanaka labour, neither are they the 
figures publigherl by the planter:.. The impartial 
evidence of the Government statistics shows that 
the kanaka cannot stand this labour. They 
cannot endure it. I do not know that white 
men can stand working in the sun. I :'Ill 
not going to take up the position of sayrng 
that there is no difference between the climate 
of the coast sugar lands in North Queens­
land and this portion of the colony. I have 
been in both places. I was in the cane­
fields over twenty years ago, and I have been 
back several times since, and I know per­
fectly well that it i,; exceedingly hot there. 
It is exceedingly hot anywhere on an ordinary 
summer's day in the North. It is very hot 
here, too. It is very hot in a maizefield also, 
yet white men can grow maize. I would point 
out that while the other advocate'! of this labour 
say that white men cannot do the work 
th0 Chief Secretary thinks difl'Lrently. The 
evidence of the man"gers of the planta­
tions, the mill-owners, and the planters, and 
those interested in this industry, before the 
Royal Commission, as a general rule, was 
that white men cannot do the work. Then we 
have the evidence of other men who have been 
working their own land, and 'vho ·were en.saged 
in the cultivation of cr.m·. ;'\ ow, while the sugar· 
planters and their advocates say that white men 
cannot do the work, the Chief Secretary, in the 
manifesto which he has put before the country, 
is of opinion that they can do the work. 
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We gather from his manifesto itself that he still 
believes in Australia being a country for white 
men, and I believe in that. I am not carried 
away by any race feelings or anything of that 
kind. I do not despise a coloured man or look 
down upon him; I would not ill-treat him, or 
treat him improperly in any way. The objection 
I have to any of the coloured races coming here 
is on the ground of State policy. I believe that 
it is b:td to allow a race of men here who 
cannot take part in our government. \V e 
never saw any stability, any good govern­
ment, any happiness, or real solid prosperity 
in a country where both races are combined. 
I believe they are not intended to mix together 
in any way; the differences are so great. I do not 
know what may be the circumstances in the 
future, but I do not think it is a good thing 
either for the white or the coloured race that 
they should be mixed together. I believe that 
if the coloured races are kept to their native 
lands they will be better off. We know perfectly 
well that the right white people have in this 
country is that they will make better use 
of it than the aborigin~s did, and that is 
about the be,,t title that we can have. Cer­
tainly the kanakas have done nothing. They 
have been brought here to work in gangs 
under the direction of others, and the 
most humane policy is to keep them out 
altogether. If we had never allowed them here 
the country would have been all th" better for 
it, and a great deal of injustice and cruelty and 
hardship woulrl have been a voided if that had 
been done. \Vhen I say that, I want to show 
how completely at variance the Chief Secretary 
is with the bulk of the advocates from the 
planters' side. They maint:tin that white people 
cannot t!o it, but sometimes they make a slip and 
say that by-and-by, when there are more white 
people, they may be able to grow sugar by white 
labour. I want to point out that there is no reMon 
to think there will he any change in another 
ten yeo1rs' time. The climate will not change, 
P.nd if thet<e hrge estates are cut up into ten-acre 
blocks it will be just as hot as before. That is 
really the cont.ention that is taken np; that 
although the whtte men cannot stand the heat on 
a large estate of, say, 1,000 acres, they will be 
ahle to stand it when that estate is cut up into 
small blocks. That is perfectly ab,urd. 

Mr. LITTLE: Do you mean to say it is 
as hot in a sm.tll paddock as in a big scrub? 

Mr. SALKELD : If the hon. member woulf! 
li•ten, he would not make snch mistakes. I said 
that if you cut up a 1,000-acre paddock into 
ten-acre blocks it would be as hot there as before. 
\V e know the heat would be ju't the same, and 
how much better off are we likely to be at the 
end of t8n years? I do not know that we will 
be any better off; but I believe there will 
be just as great a cry for kanaka labour 
at the end of five or ten years as there is now. 
I believe they will nee all the same arguments, 
and put forward the same pleas as they do now. 
I can understand the contention of the sugar­
planters; and I can also understand the argu­
ments of snch advoc:~tes as the hon. member for 
Yl:acbw, Mr. Black, who says that white men 
cannot do the work, and that the planters ought 
to have lranakas; but it is my belief that if they 
require them now they will always require them. 
\V e often hear the£ s. d. aspect of the qnP<tion 
put before us; and I feel sure that if it had not 
been for the great depression that has existed in 
the colony for some time, this policy would 
not have been ventured npon. It is eimply 
an appeal to people in their extremity and 
di.stress to reverse a policy which they would not 
otherwise be asked to reverse. I believe this, 
Polynesian immigration system is one that the 

Government cannot control efficiently. \Vhat­
ever regulations they may make, I do not think 
they will be able to prevent abnses. And I may 
here remark that the enormous sacrifice of life 
among the Polynesians has been left out of the 
calculation completely. That is a point which 
may be left out in connection with financial 
institutions; but we, as the representatives of 
the people, cannot leave it out. I believe 
we all recognise that we have something 
higher than £ s. d. to consider, w hate,·er 
may be our views on moral or religious ques­
tions; yet the whole of this agitation has been 
an appeal to the pockets of the people in a time 
of distress. I can see that in every direction ; 
and I say that it is wrong to attempt to sway 
jJBople in a time of distress in a direction which 
our consciences tell ns is wrong. 'Those who 
have opposed kanaka labour hitherto have done 
so principally on moral grounds ; and I do not 
know how they can have been induced to alter 
their opinions. As far as I am concerned, without 
being uncharitable towarch the hon. gentleman 
at the head of the Government or those hon. 
gentlemen who are supporting this Bill, and 
without attributing m<>tives to anyone, I can 
only say that whatever may be the consequence, I 
will not have it on my conscience during therpst 
of my life that I have done anything in any way 
to renew a traffic of this kind, Even supposing 
there is no kidnapping and no murder, what 
reason have we to expect that the traffic will be 
better conducted than it has been during the last 
seven years? \Ve know what heart the Chief 
Secretary put into his work when he set about 
putting a stop to the abuses which the colony 
cried out about Eome years ago; and we cannot 
suppose that he has been neglectiug his duty for 
the last six or seven years, and that he is going 
to do better in the future. I shall not detain the 
House any longer. I do not intend to go into 
figures on this question. I am convinced that 
the Government are taking a mistaken course. 
I leave those hon. members who consider that it 
is in the interests of the islanders to bring them 
here to settle with their consciences the question 
whether they are not in some way responsible 
for the tremendous sacrifice of life that has taken 
place, and which I feel morally certain will take 
place. For my part I will h,tve neither part nor 
lot in the ma ;ter. I would rather re Lire from 
public life for ever than be responsible for a traffic 
of this kind. 

!'vlr. HA::YIILTO~ said : Mr. Speaker,-One 
would imagine, by the strenuous oppo"ition to 
this Bill, that it was proposed to introduce some 
new legislation hy which kanakRs would be brought 
in in l:wge numbers, whereas it is simply in­
tended to continue the system which has been in 
force many years, but under greater restrictions, 
becc"\use in the proposed Bill the planters will 
not be allowed to compete with the farmers in 
the production of maize, as kanakas will not be 
allowed to engage in that industry. Certain 
hon. members have no doubt given pledges, and 
those who have made definite promises to their 
constituents are bound in honour to keep those 
promises. There are also hon. members in this 
House who state that because this is the last 
year of the present Parliament, therefore they 
should not vote accordino; to their conscience­
their conscientious convictions--on the question, 
but Hhould wait and take the opimon of their 
constituents, after a dissolution of Parliament, 
before doing anything. In my opinion that is 
cowardice; it simply means, '"Ne shall shortly 
have to face the music," and therefore we are 
afraid to express our conscientious convictions 
now; but we will wait till we ascertain our con­
stituents' sentiments on the question, and forth­
with undertake to advocate those sentiments, 
provided they elect us, even if we conscientiously 
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disbelieve in those views. It has been explained 
clearly that if there is any delay, such as 
would occur through having a general elec­
tion, that would cause immense loss to 
tha planters, because if the planting is not 
fiui~hed within a few months the whole season 
will b~ lost. Various objections have been urged 
against this Bill, but there is no doubt that the 
majority of hem. members wish to do that which 
they think best in the interests of the country. 
We must endeavour to divest our.>elves of all pre­
judice on one side and on the other, and carefully 
weigh the objections to kanaka labour anJ its 
advantages. One objection is on the ground of 
mortality, but I ·have been told that on the 
islands the mortality is as great amonu the 
kanakas as in Queensland, and the mortality is 
always greater among the kanakas, both here 
and on the islands, than it is among white 
men. I believe that dysentery and pneumonia 
are the two affections which' carry them off. 
The mortality argument would apply with just 
as much force to many other industries which 
<>re carried on in this country. The mortality is 
sometimes terrible on some of the goldfields in 
the far North, but I have never yet heard that 
put forward as a reason that people should not 
be encouraged to work on goldfields. Neither 
have I heard it advocaoed that railways should 
not be made in the far \V est on account of the 
great mortality which we know has occurred 
among the navvies who made those railw .. ys. 
'£he Rev. Mr. Paton has urged some objections 
against the proposal to continue the introduction 
of kanakas, and as great weight is attached to 
those objections by the opponents of this measure, 
I shall take some notice of them. Mr. Paten snys 
the traffic--

" Has blunted, if not destroyed. the best feelings of 
their nature, and also of the Queensland public, as Been 
in their taking upon themselves, by the largest petition 
said to have been ever signed and presented in your 
«:!olony, to condone the crimes and murders of the crew 
of the' Hopeful,' in clamouring for their release from 
all punishment, till tLey were set at liberty as good 
members of society, though their hands were dripping 
with the blood of many islanders they had murdered." 
Here is a whole''ale slander of the people of 
Queensland, particularly of the 28,000 persons 
who signed that petition. Mr. Paten says that 
their feelings are blunted, and that they sympa­
thised with murders. I was one of the ]Jersons 
who supported the release of the "Hopeful " 
prisoners. If I b.elieved that they were guilty 
I would have g1ven them short shrift, but 
on reading the evidence I saw that they 
were convicted on evidence of kanakas filtered 
through the interpreter--one man " Oago," 
who is now recognised as a thorough 
scoundrel. I believe he has been since hanged, 
or is now in gaol for some offence. Those 
persons who put Mr. Paton forward as a paragon 
of truth and reliability really agree with him in 
his slander of the 28,000 people who signed the 
petition for the release of the "Hope.ful " 
prisoners. I will quote the opinion of some 
gentlemen of his own cloth regarding his state­
ments on the subject of kanaka labour. Among 
those who have replied to Mr. Paton is the Rev. 
A. 0. Smith, convener of the heathen committee 
of the Presbyterian Church of Queensland. His 
letter is that of a Ohrietian gentleman, and he 
has a better knowled,;e of how the kanakas are 
treated, as he visited several places where they 
are employed-Mackay, Bundaberg, and other 
places; and the result of his investigations is a 
complete refutation of the statements made by 
Mr. Paten. Let me here give some extracts 
regarding other charges made by Mr. Paton, and 
the verdict on them, so that the public may be 
able to assess the value of his charge>. As his 
slander of the people of Queensland has been 
quoted, I will give the antidote to the poison. 

In the B1•isiHtne Courier of the 5th April there 
1s an article headed "Dr. Paten's Facts." 
It states that in December, 1881-

" 'Mr.' Paton published a long letter in the Argus 
which contained char. -es so grave that Captain Briflge, 
of H.l\f.S. 'Espiegle/ was instructed by Sir Artllur 
Gordon to irrvestigai.f' them. 'fhrcc of the vrincipal 
charges, together with the official report on them, were 
11rinted in the Argus as follows:- • 

"Dr. Paton's charge (Xo. 1)-.< 1'hat a Queensland 
vessel, with a Government agent on board, sent two 
lads on shore· that the men called out to a little boy 
to come to th~m ; that the boy's father held the lad's 
n.rm and prevented him, and that the cre\YH then opened 
fire and killed Uw natives.' 

"The official report says·--' That these men wished 
to join a labour vessel, but were prevente<l by the other 
natives· that on one of them attempting to reach Rr 
boat th~ natives opened fire and struck the inner boat, 
whereupon the covering boat fired on ihe natiYes.' 

"Dr. l!uton's charge ()io. 2)-' A lnbour vessel de­
coved a Christian natiYe teacher on board. 1Yord was 
sei1t to the young men and boys of the sr:hool that their 
teacher wanted to see tllem. So soon as lOO were 
collected the vessel sailed a'vay.' 

"The official report says-' A native teacher left by 
a labour vesseL but he went voluntarily. Jle was not 
decoyed. ·word was not sent to collect the scholars. 
Sone were elJtrapped. There wa" no such kidnapping 
incident.' 

''Dr. Paten's charge (Xo. 3)-' That hvo tribes that 
were fighting plaeed their women and children on a 
reef. 'l'hat a labour veHsel stole in, got the women and 
children into the boats, and sailed away, despite the 
firing of the men and the pleading of t,IJe women:" 

No children are allowed to come to Queen"land, 
so that that fairy tale about the babies is mani· 
festly absurd. 

"Official l"eport- 1 'l'he Revs. :JJe-;srs. VYatt and 
Xeilso11 have been long on 'fauna, aud both say that 
they never heard of any such thing occurring on that 
island.' 

"Lpon t.hese charges and the reports a ::\-Ielbourlle 
paper said t,hat Dr. Paton ~appears to combi_ne en­
thusiasm in a good cause \Yith a perfect genius for 
scandal-mongering and the imputation of bad motive-;.• 

~~The Oo·urier at the time, commenting on the matter, 
said. • 'l'o most of our readtrs this will appear rather 
mild censure on an individual wllo, though a miuister 
of the gospel, persist•J in sprcadiug calunmies of which 
the falsehood has been demonstr,Lti:J.'" 

The Rev. W. :Faulkner, a Primitive Methodist 
minister, in a letter to the Bundaberg M<til, 
says-

" Sir,-Having been requested by the 1Vorkers' 
Political Organisation of this wwn to express my 
'opinions and convictions' re Dr. Paton's appeal 
against the proposed ten yenr~5~' extension of the Poly~ 
ncsi8,n I.abourers Act, with your permbsion I avail 
myself or the columns of your pnpe1· to respond. In 
doing so,. it must be distinctly nndersto0<l. tllat I am 
writing in my individual cap >ci.ty, and not as the repre· 
sentative of the church or denomination with which I 
am identifieU. :During three years' rP~idence in 
l\Iackay and five years in this town I have tned to forrn 
an independent and unbiased opinion. I cannot, ho'.v~ 
ever, attempt to express my views at length, but must 
confine myself to a very brief summary. 

"1. I am quite aware of the fact, and deeply pained 
by it, that many serious abuses have been connecterl 
with the traffic, and the~e I most strong-ly depreP.at,e 
and condemn; but I aecP.pt the assuranc'3 of .Sit· .:jamuel 
Griffith that these abuses have been reduced almc::.t to 
a minimum. 

11 2. :Jly own ob&ervations as a resident. for eigJ:t 
years in two principal centres of the suga,r md.ustry IU 
Queensland do not confirm the nssertions of Dr. Paton 
respecting the inhnm&.ll treatment of the kanakas on 
the plantationR and their consequent dissatislaction 
with thejr employers and their work And, for reasons 
which to my m in cl are satisfactory, I cannot a_ccept the 
conclusion that 'deception and cruel oppresswn to the 
islander' are unnecessarily connected with this tnJfii.". 

"3. As it is my profound conviction, after careful 
thouo-ht and observation, that to prohibit the employ~ 
men£' of these men in the present condition of thi~gs 
will decrease instead of increase the demand for white 
labour, I favour the proposed extension, ~elieving it 
to be as much to the interests of the labouring cla...,ses 
as ol the J.llanters. I am nevertheless strongly OJ.lposed 
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to any attempt on the part of the present Government 
to force this meu-.;ure upon the count1•y, as such a 
course is a violation of my most cherished principles as 
a member of a democratic community. 

' 4. I deeply symp~tthisc with the working classes in 
what seems to me a just cauw" ofcomolaint through the 
fre·1uent attempts of the employers of Polvnesians to 
utilise them for purposP., foreign to the intention of the 
Ac~t. and I think stringent measures should be usi;d to 
prevent tii1.Y such violations of the la\V. I am, however, 
fully persuaded that under prop"lr restric~ions this 
labour creates ernplt>Vment for the white working 
clas.::.es instead of comillg into competition with them. 

"'fhis, in. lJrief, is an expression of my unbiased and 
unprejudiced opinions on this question, viewed frJm the 
broad ~tanclpJint of the geneLl prospedt.y of the colony. 
I am aware that it will be di~1.ppointing to the party 
who seek it, but though I am a dem'lCtat, and my 
8trongest sympgthies are with the masses, I cannot 
hone•nly expn:-ss any other, and I trust they will give 
me credit at least for sincerity. 

"In conclusion~ I may say that could I persuade m~'self 
to believ,, that the recrniti'1g and employment of these 
men are nece~:mrily associated with the deception, cruel 
oppression, immorality, and crime attributed thereto, 
no political or commercial considerations would induce 
me to favour the traffic." 

The Bundaberg llfail states that-
" The Rev. Mr. Eustace, of tile Kanaka J\1ission, 

characterises Dr. Paton a~ a sort of mad enthusiast 
wilh a hobby, and his charge:>, where legitimate, 
are grossly exaggerated, and are otherwise entirely 
unfounded, and a base libel on kauaka morality." 

'l'bose are the opinions held by his brethren of 
the cloth who have lived for years among 
kanaka;; where they are employed, and whose 
statements, therefore, should have great weight. 
One objection strongly urged is that these men 
do not unJerstand the nature of their agree­
ments. There are 10,000 of them in the colony, 
and they under;tand English. The men on the 
islands understand English fairly well now, and 
it would be impossible to get recruits without 
their understanding the nature of their engage· 
ments. There is a Government agent on board 
each ship, and there is the additional pre­
caution that directly the ships arrive at any 
port in Queensland a Government official is 
sent to them whose business it is to interrogate 
every islander ; and if he ascertains that the 
Government agent has imported any of them 
witht,ut their being made aware of the nature of 
their agreement, that Government agent has a 
very short S'Jrift. Another objection urged is 
that we will be unable to confine these men to 
the cultivation of sugar; and if I thought that 
was so I would consider it a very grave objection 
to this Biil. But hitherto they have been 
practically confined to the indm;try. That 
has been shown by the census returns laid 
on the table to day. We find that there are 
10,000 islanders in the colony, and of that 
number there are only 800 who are not at 
present engaged in the cultivation of sugar, 
though it doe' not follow that they are 
employed in other occupations, as many of 
them may be taking a spell for a ·month 
or two after fulfilling their engagements, just 
a' white men sometimes do. The member 
for Enoggera laboriously attempted to show 
from the vital statistic., that there are be­
tween 2,000 and 3,000 employed in other occupa­
tions, and to prove that the census returns were 
wrong; hut he must remember that the census 
ret nrns deal with facts, while the vital statistics 
contain many assumptions. \Ve have made 
anoth"r experiment lately, out of which great 
capital is sou"ht to be made. Some 316 Italians 
were introduced to w•.H'k on the plant.Ltions, and 
about 100 of them have left, twenty-five of 
whom, I undersktnd, have gone to grow rice at 
Cairns. Nearly lOO are, therefore, competing 
with other white men. But that is only a grain 
of sand in the ocean of 78,000 adult males in 
this colony, and as their importation has not 

[Mr. HAJIILTOX. 

been considered a success it is not intended 
to introduce any more of them. The hon. me.m­
ber for Bundanba said last night that one-third 
of the sugar produced in Queensland was pro­
duced by white labour. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Hear, hear! And I repeat 
it to-night. 

Mr. HAMILTON : That statement was con­
clusively shown by the hen. member for Mackay, 
Mr. Black, to be without foundation. That 
gentleman showed that only in the Brisbane, 
Ipswich, and Logan districts was sugar grown by 
white labour, and that throughout the rest of the 
colony sugar isproducedbywhiteand black labour, 
bec.,use on none of the plantations is sugar pro­
duced by bhcck la hour alone. The planters do not 
want black labour alone, and they never ]'roposed 
to produce sugar exclusi' ely by black labour. 
The hon. member also told us that there was 
more sugar produced in the year 1890-fll than in 
the previouB year. That is so, but there was 
comparatively very little n;ore land nn?er 
cultivation last year than m the precedmg 
year, and the greater number of tons last year 
was mainly owing t,o a greater yield per acre of 
sugar. The year before last the cane only yielded 
a ton per acre, but last year it yielded about one 
and three-qnarter tons per acre. 

Mr. WI11BLE: Besides what was left over. 
Mr. HAMILTON: Yes, be;ides what was 

left over from the previous year. In the year 
before last there were 31,230 acres under cultiva­
tion, which produced 44,411 tons of sugar, and 
last year 30,435 acres produced nearly 70,000 
tons of sugar. It has also been said and 
reiterated, and great capital is made out of 1Jhe 
statement. that the small farmers are growmg 
sugar with white labour alone. I am in­
formed by good authorities in the House that 
such is not the case, and that all these 
small farmers employ a certain proportion of 
kanaka labour. WhEm the Secretary for 
]\fines, during a tour some time ago, went 
to Ingham, the small farmers ther:e wante;d a 
mill and when he offered them a mill, provided 
they carried on the industry .without black 
labour, they honestly told him ~hat th.ough they 
wanted a mill, and would he rumed wtthout one, 
they could not carry on the industry exclusively 
with white labour. 

Mr. GLASSEY: That was to say that they 
could not compete with black labour. That is 
the meaning of it. 

Mr. HAMILTON: The price obt~ined for 
sugar which is regulated by the markets of the 
world: would not pay them if they had to pmduce 
it solely by white labour. But they have learnt; 
as I stated throughout, that a certain proportion 
o£ black labour is required. It has never been 
eontended in this Hou;e that sugar can be pro­
duced solely by black labour, and the small 
farmers require for its production a certain 
proportion o_f black !abonr, j_nst as the 
planters reqmre a cert"'m proportiOn of black 
labour to produce sugar. The hon. member for 
Bundanba also stated that as land at Bundaberg 
was worth from .£30 to .£40 an acre, those taking 
it up required to make very great profits to make 
the culttvation of sugar pay. • 

Mr. GLASSBY: I said they were making less 
profit in consequence of the dear land. 

Mr. HAMILTON : The argument is that they 
required to make more money in order to make a 
profit on theindusLry, but there are thousands and 
thousands of acres of splendid land which can be 
got in the North for .£1 an ac;e, and those taki_ng 
it up cannot make the prodnctron of sugar pay with 
white labour alone. \Ve have been told also 
that it is as hot on the Richmond and Tweed 
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Rivers as in the Northern portion of Queensland. 
Why, there is a greater difference between the lati­
tudesofthe N orthof Queensland and the Richmond 
and Tweed Rivers than there is between Brisbane 
and Victoria, and will anyone say that it is as 
cold here as it is in Victoria? The hon. member 
for J!'assifern said this evening that the "up­
porters of this Bill always appealed to the 
pockets of the people. I think I might fairly 
retaliate by stating that those who oppJse this 
measure appeal to the prejudices of the people, 
and it is far better for their comfort that we 
shonld appeal to their pockets than to their pre­
judices. The hon. member for Bnndanba asked 
last night, "vVhy, if the industry can be extended, 
have WP had to wait all these years for the 
extension? There has been no want of black 
labour and there is no want of it now." 
Until a few years since the sugar industry was 
making giant strides ; thousands of acres of fresh 
land were e1 ery year being brought under 
cultivation ; the foundries at Maryborough, 
Rockhampton, and Brisbane were in fqll bla,t, 
not only during the daytime but at night; and 
everyone was benefiting directly or indirectly 
by the progress of the indnstry. But when the 
edict went forth that in a few years the planters 
were to have no more kanaka labour, the 
extension of the industry suddenly ceased. 
Men were not going to spend large sums of 
money in machinery or in clearing land when 
they found that after a time they would be 
deprived of the kind of labour which their 
experience proved was nece3sar:y to make the 
industry pay. Directly that edwt went forth 
all improvements and further outlay in 
machinery ceased, and from that. time no ex­
tension of any note has taken place. It has 
been said that white men can work in the 
fields. Of course they c: .• n, but it would be un­
reasonable to expect them to do such oppressive 
work, except at white men's wages. But no in­
dustry can pay more than it produces, and we 
know that sugar in all other parts of the world i.; 
produced by cheap labour. Therefore, it would be 
perfectly impossible for us to produce it by dear 
labour and compete with other sugar-producers in 
the markets of the world. That argument alone 
simply proves that it is perfectly impossible for us 
to give high wages for the production of sugar, 
seeing that we have to compet~ with other coun­
tries which produce their mgar by low wages. 
One would not like to see thousands of our fellow­
countrymen working among the cttne rows, not a 
leaf stirring, sweltering under the fierce rays of " 
tropical sun for kanaka.s' wages, doing just tts 
hard work as our countrymen alongside of them 
on the Northern goldfields are doing for 
£3 to £3 10s. a week, because those are the 
wages that miners get in Northern Queensland. 
No surer way of reducing wages on the gold­
fields could occur than to see thousands of 
their countrymen working alongside of them 
at low wages at such an industry. \Vhat 
drew the Italians a few weeks since from the 
canefields into Charters 'rowers? Simply because 
they were told they could get £3 a week, and 
where they were working they were only getting 
small wages. Therefore, no greater blow could 
be struck at the miners or the men receiv­
ing good wages in Northern Queensland 
than to engage thousands of men to work 
in the sugar industry at a price that 
planters would have to engage them at to 
make the inclu•:try pay. Now, if it can be 
shown that the introduction of kanalms for the 
sole purpose of growing sugar will induce the 
expenditure of capital, give employment to 
workmen at good wages, and increas:0 the v 1lue 
of our investments and stimulate industries all 
round, then I think no sane man can cppose 
their introduction. The investment of capital 
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will be encouraged by their introduction, as has 
been proved that directly after Sir Samuel 
Griffith's manifesto went forth one of the foundries 
of Maryborough received an order representing 
thousands of rounds for the purpose of duplicat­
ing machinery. At Victoria plantation, at 
Ingham, it had been definitely decided that in 
October next year the mill was to be shifted to 
Fiji, where labour can be obtained. That 
machinery and plant cost over £100,000. Over 
120 white wen are engaged on that plantation, 
and but for this manifesto the machinery would 
have been shifted; those 120 men would have 
gone out of employment, and would have entered 
into competition with other white men, Not 
only that, but there are many small farmers 
there who, with the assistance of a few kanakas, 
make a good living, and they would have had to 
go to the wall because they would have no mill 
to crush their cane if the Victoria plantation 
had shifted their machinery. The figures of 
the hon. member for Mackay, Mr. Black, 
should m:cke a great impre,sion on everyone. 
He said that last year Queensland produced 
70,000 tons of sugar at a cost of £10 a ton. It 
therefore cost £700,000 to produce 70,000 tons 
sugar, and this was exclusive of the interest on 
machinery or on capital. £100,000 of that 
amount went to kanaka,,, and £600,000 was dis­
tributed away for wages, coal, machinery, 
repairs, etc., to Europeans. There is no getting 
away from such facts, and no ·one has attempted 
to C<>ntrovert them. Is it not better that £100,000 
should be expended on kanakas if by that expendi­
ture £GOO,OOO can go into the pockets of white 
people? ::'\ ow, theintroductionofthesepeople, and 
the knowledge hy the planters that they would be 
introduced woulrl give a general stimulus to all 
kinds of employment. It would increase the 
value of our lands. For these reasons the mea­
sure should be passed. Should it be opposed in 
the interests of the wharf labourers? Last year 
we had 70,000 tons of sugar and 1,;i0o tons of 
mola,ses, produced from farmers to the planta­
tions and from other sources, which all went 
through the hands of the lumpers. If 
this industry is crushed they will be de­
prived of that work, whereas if this Bill is 
passed, and the industry is encouraged, the 
work for those men will be greatly increased. 
\Vould it be in the interests of the foundry men 
to suppre••s this industry? I think not, when 
we remember that the 'foundries are languish­
ing· for want of work, and that if this 
Bill becomes law the'' will again be work­
ing night and clay throughout the colony. Will 
it be in the interest' of the carpenters, the 
cabmen, the bricklayers, or the miners? There 
are men in this House large investors in mining 
out of the profits they made out of sugar-grow­
ing. \V ill it be in the intereets of the farmers? 
The hon. member for Ipswich, Mr. Macfarlane, 
said if we increase the productive powers of 
the country, what are we to do with he 
produce? That is our pre>ent position. The 
agricultural industry is the industry above 
all othero which we ought to foster, be 
cause by doing so we increase the value ot 
the public estate. \Ve raise a healthy popula­
tion, and we settle people on the soil. The 
great cry is to settle people on the soil, and 
what better way is there of doing ,;o than by 
creating customers for the farmers in the shape of 
the planters? They have proved g·ood customers, 
and here is an opportunity of creating more 
customers. I have never heard any alternative prc­
pooctl. I have not heard one of the opponents of 
this measure propose what to do with the thousands 
of white men who will be thrown out of work if 
this industry faik I have not heard a proposal 
from those men as to what shall be done to 
give employment to those who are seeking 
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for employment at present. There is one 
gentleman, a member representing a farming 
constituency, whose opinion on this question 
I shonld much like to hear, not only because 
he is one of the oldest representatives in 
the House, but because he was one o£ the 
Royal Commission who was sent up to the 
North specially to make a report on this 
question, and who received £500 for doing 
so. I think the House is entitled to hear 
his opinion on the subject, especially as I 
have heard, and it has been cul'!'ently reported, 
that when he came down after having been in 
the North he was strongly in favour of the 
reintroduction of kanakas. I am informed that 
he expressed that opinion. If he is silent, we can 
only form the conclusion that he also is a con­
vert. Before he went on that mission he was 
such a strong opponent of kanaka labour that it 
was thought nothing could convert him. 
. Mr. LITTLE said: Mr. Speaker,-I should 

hke to make a few remarks on this very impor­
tant measure. Several objections have been 
made .to the :)3ill, and I want to give my views 
upon 1t. I w1ll first of all refer to the change in 
J•Ub!ic opinion. The other evening the hon. 
me?'~er for Enoggera occupied an honr in ex­
plammg to tl-:e House·that public opinion on thi; 
question has not changed. I differ from the hon. 
member. The hon. member for Bmke, i\Ir. 
Hoolan, B.>id the Pre,,s of the colony was no ex­
PH'''sion of public opinion. I differ from that 
hon. member also. I have travelle<l a good deal 
about the country, and have conversed on the 
subject with all sorts and conditions of men. I 
have hlkcd with pioneer< who were here when 
~~ueensland was a penal settlement, and who, 
when they pn,ss away, will be Ion"' held in 
remembrance ; and the g'~ner'Ll rema~k I heard 
in ev.cry quarter was that though they were 
or,posed to coloured labour in 1883, they now, in 
the altered. conditions of the colony, intended 
to support It. I see on the 'rreasury bench one 
hon. gentleman who was formerly one of the 
most persistent opponents of the introduction of 
co~our~d labour, and who is now supporting­
this B1ll. I maintain that the public opinion o"f 
the colony generally has entirely changed on 
this subject during the last few months. An 
hon. member of this House told me he did not 
believe this Bill would create thf' ptosperity that 
is anticipated. Perhaps it will not, but that i; 
not the fault of the Bill. If men will pitch their 
expectations too high it is not the fault of the 
Bill. .My opinion of the Bill is that it is a 
stepping-stone to that avenue of prosperity 
whwh every man in the colony is anxious to 
see. ]\fore than one hon. member has said 
during the debate that this Bill will not e'tabli~h 
confidence in the colony. I maintain that it has 
dyne that already, and I will prove it before I 
s1t down. Last session the Colonial Treasurer 
issued £il00,000 worth of debentures. The colony 
was in a terrible state; money must be procured, 
and the only resource left open to the Colonial 
Treasurer was to issue those debentures. \Vhat 
do we find? vVe find one colonist steppino- in 
and taking .£200,000 worth ; we find another 
taking £100,000 wurth, and we find the Scottish 
\Vidows' :Fund in the sister colony taking 
£?0,000 worth, with an understanding that it 
will take more. But the important fact is 
that these applications for our debenture~ 
were all sent in after the Chief Secretary's 
manifesto appeared. Is not that e;talJ!ishing 
confidence in the colonY ? ·when I heard that 
Mr. Tyson had applied-for .£200,000 worth of our 
debentures, the thought struck me \Vhat will 
they say in England when they s~e that our 
trouble IS over? \Ve have got the money in the 
colony i an;:I y~t hon. members get up and say 
that this Bill will not restore confidence in the 

colony. I say that confidence is established, and 
no one who looks at the matter as I do can say 
that it is not. It is not the sugar industry alone 
that is in question. I dare .say the English 
capitalists know more about this Bill than I do. 
It is their business to watch the progress of 
legislation in e•.-ery Auv.tralasian colony. The 
colonies are the greatest outlet England has got 
for h •r spare money, and she wonld sooner lend it 
to us than to America or to any European powers. 
The English capitalists will not only invest 
their money in our sugar industry, but they will 
invest it in other reeources we pos-,•ss; and our 
resources are enormowl. \V e have mineral 
resources sc-~ond to none in the world, and our 
pastoral resources rule the wool market in 
England to-day. I remember the disastrous 
period the colony went through in 1866. The 
colony was in a terrible state. At that time, if 
my memory serves me right, :1\Ir. Herbert was 
the Colonial Secretary, and Mr. H.. R. Mackenzie 
was the Colonial Treasurer. Gurney's bank had 
failecl, the Queenil!and Bank had failed, and 
money was not to be obtained in the colony. 
The Government of the dav issued Treasury 
nok-< called "green backs." I never could 
understand the difference between those green­
backs and our present debentures; they 
were to be issued for the purpose of enabling the 
Trea-,urer to procure n1eans. There were some very 
wealthy men in the colonv in 1866, though not 
so many as we have now, and there was not the 
depre&'<ion that exists now. For <>very man out of 
employment in l86G, I am sorry to say there are 
five out of employment in 1892. But I never 
h<ard of anc' colonist going to Mr. R. R. Mac­
kenzie and offering to buy £100,000 or £50,000 
worth of his green backs. In fact the Treasurer 
got no help from any source until Gym pie was 
discovered the following year. The men who 
ha;e applied for these debe>nt.ures now know 
what they are doing. Is it likely that they 
would apply for thos£> large amounts if they had 
not confidence in the colony-if they had not 
confidence that the colony could pay them 4~ 
per cent. per annum and redeem the deben­
tures in four years ? If they had not had that 
confidence they would have kept their money in 
their pockets. So much for the assertion that 
this Bill hccs not created confidence. \V e have 
heard a great deal about the existing depression, 
and certainly since we possessed responsible 
Government there has never been a colony in 
the group that has passed through greater 
dis:<sters than Queensland has done in the space 
of two years. Firilt of all came the terrible 
floods-and no one can tell what they cost the 
colony in de-,truction of property, crop.•, and stock, 
and loss of human life. Then, just as we were 
recovering from that blow, the terrible labour 
trouble came upon us-which I sincerely trust 
will never be renewed-and that was followed 
by the failure of our loan in the J<Jnglish market. 
These were three crushing disasters that befel 
the colony in the small space of two years. The 
labour troubles affected the whole of Australia, 
but Queensland suffered more from them than 
all the other colonies combined. Every man, 
woman, and child in the colony suffered 
through them, but the working men were 
those who had to suffer the most. I 
kuow that is a fact. Spe,,k to the mechanics 
and working men of every description. Speak 
to the capitalists-the men whose pockets are 
affected, bnt who do not feel it to the ''ame 
extent as the men of my caste. Those are the 
men who have hacl to suffer the most. I know 
the cause of the trouble, but I am not fool 
enough to attempt to explain it here. As the 
hon. member for Barcoo remarked the other 
night, let bygone; be bygones. I am positive 
th&.t every man in the colony endorses that 
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remark. I know that I do, and I sincerely hope 
that the whole trouble is now over. I am not 
going to stand here for one or two hours ; but if 
all the eloquence in the colony had me baled up 
in a corner and impressed upon me, it would not 
move me from my intention to vote for this Bill. 
I am here in my position as one of the repre­
sentatives of the people of the colony, to legislate 
for the welfare of the colony, and if the late Right 
Hon. Wm. Bede Dalley and Sir Henry Parkes­
two of the most eloquent men Australia has ever 
seen-were here to attempt to change my opinion 
they would n·ot be able to do so, I have a certain 
amount of responsibility upon my shoulders, just 
as the Chief Secre;ary and tbe hon. gentleman 
sitting on that bench have to legislate for the 
success of the colony, and I intend to assist 
the Government in passing the Bill. If I 
did not sincerely believe that it will prove 
of benefit to the colony I should oprJose it 
as strongly as the hon. member for Bun­
danba, This measure is not brought in upon 
party lines. You can see the leader of the 
Opposition and his colleagues on that bench, the 
rank and file on that side, and the rank and file 
on this side standing by the Chief Secreiary, 
because we are all satisfied that he will lift the 
colony into the position she is entitled to occupy­
the leading colony of the Australian group. I 
am only going to refer to one or two other 
matters. One matter is this: \V e heard the 
Chi~f Secretary on the opening do,y of the 
sessiOn state that we were C"al!ed together at this 
unusually early period of the year because the 
colony was in such a terrible state that 
•omething must be done, ana done immediately, 
Now, we all know that. \Ve have heard what 
another hon. gentleman has said on the other side 
whose views always carry a great deal of weight 
with me, and I am positive with nearly every 
man in the colony, particularly in regard to the 
sugar industry. I refer to Mr. Hume Black, the 
hon. member for Mackay. I am not alone in 
paying attention and respect to the opiniom of 
that hon. gentleman. \V e know that the hon, 
gentleman visited the Alice River settlement, 
and went among the bush workers and inter­
viewed those who were settling on the land and 
making a fresh departure in land settlement, 
The hon. member for :Mackay went there and 
advised them to adopt certain measures and to 
do certain things, and they did so, with, I am 
very pleased to see throt;gh the columns of the 
Press, a reasonable amount of success. Now, we 
have heard other hon. members say that the colony 
has no right to introduce this labour. The hon, 
member for Mackay told us that if we did not 
give them this labour now, by the timP the next 
election takes place it will be too late to plant 
the cane, even if the Bill is then passed, and 
that the delay would only meau a lo," of the 
inrlustry for two years, But I ask any reason­
able man-any man who considers for a moment 
-can this colony stand in the position she is in 
to-day for another two years ? 

HoNOVRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hectr ! 

Mr. LITTLE: I say most decidedly " No." 
I do not care who says that the colony can stand 
it, I say most decidedly that it can not. Some­
thing must be done, and here is the course to 
pursue, The hon, member for Bundanba, and 
those associated with him, for whom I 
have all respect, come here and abuse 
this Bill. I give them every credit for doiug 
it with the best intentions; hut why have 
they not done sou,ething since the Chief Secre­
tary's manifesto was published? It is strange to 
me that those gentlemen have not issued a 
counter manifesto showing what other cour8e 
should be adopted, and then every hon. member 
could have weighed their manifesto in the s0;,le 

against that of the Chief Secretary. I ask is it 
not possible and probable that, had they done 
thi't, many hon. members might have supported 
the scheme brought forward by those hon. gentle­
men? But they only say, " No, we shall op12ose 
the Bill to the end. You can do what you hke. 
On you be the responsibility of passing it." I am 
very much pleased to see so many hor;. members 
supporting the measure, There 1s another 
matter I wish to refer to. On the day that the 
House met I was sitting alongside the hon. mem­
ber for Maryborough when he was moving the 
adoption of the Address in Reply. The hon. 
member used some words with regard to the 
Rev. Dr. Paton. I did not catch the words, but 
I read them in Hansard, I also heJ.rd other hon. 
members refer to that gentleman. Now, I ctn 
assure hon. members and those outside the Cham­
bAr that there is no man in Australia-and that 
is a big word-who respects the ministers of the 
go"pelmnre than I do ? I do not crcre whet her 
they may bt Roman Catholic priests, clergymen of 
the Church of England, or whether they are 
\Vesley.~n or Pre.,byterian ministers, or what 
Church th' y belong to, any gentleman who wears 
the cloth is entitled to my respect ; and I tender 
it in the manner that is most acceptable 
to them and pleasing to myself. But I do 
ohject to these gentlemen interfering in poli­
tics, and I will tell you, Sir, the reason 
why. \Vhat are politics? Politics are the 
history of the country, and we are the men who 
have got to build it. The electors of the colony 
send us here to do that, and that is our mission. 
Their mission is to preach and pray ; and I am 
positive that if those gentlemen will leave the 
history of (,lueensland to men with harder heads, 
and harder hearts probably, and harder hands, 
it will be beneficia! to each and every one of us. 
Let those gentlemen keep to their missions, I 
say. We cannot do without.them. They are as 
necessary in the community as a Government 
or an Opposition in Parliament. They are here to 
perform a certain work, and I say that there is 
no nart of the world in which ministers of the 
gos!wl are more highly respected or better treated 
than they are in Queonsland, I sincerely hope 
that Dr. Paton\villleaveus alone. lam nota very 
church-going man, but I am a God-fearing man, 
and the father of a family, whom I am trying to 
bring up in the right way. I will take my 
chanc·J, and I suppose I will go where most men 
go. I may say that I did not get up with any 
intention of saying a word to offend any man. I 
am here carrying out my duties, and I am quite 
prep~red to take the re>'ponsibility on my ·own 
back. I shall probably have to face a very 
intelligent committee when I go from here. I 
shall have to face men far cleverer than myself, 
and I shall give an explanation of my actions to 
them. They have sent me here, and if they are 
not satisfied with my actions in this House there 
are plenty of men in my electorate who 
can come here, who are much better men 
than I am. I have nothing more to say, 
but probably other hon. members wish to speak, 
though if all speak as long as some hon. members 
it will be Christmas Day before we are through. 
Still, I would like to hear what the h'>n. member 
for Toowoombtt has to say. He is the father of 
the House, and an old statesman, and a man who 
understands the quesl;ion ; and I should like to 
hecr his objections to the Bill, although if he 
talked from now till doonBday he would not 
shift the member for \V oothakata. 

HONOURABLE l'vfEMBl!JRS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. ISA:YfBRRT sairl: Mr. Speaker,-I am 
afraid that those interested in the sugar industry 
will have to cry, "Save me from my friends !" 
for i think their friends have overstated the 
effects of an extemion of the kanaka labour, It 
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is claimed that the cessation of this labour has 
been a great cause of our present depression. 
Now, it is evident from all the information I can 
gather that the sugar industry has never been 
short of coloured labour for one single day. In 
fact I have ,,,tisfactory information that the 
sugar plantations are chock full of black 
labour, and white men are going about 
seeking employment tht:re, and also in thP 
towns near them. Then. if there has never 
been any scarcity of cheap black labour, how 
is it possible that such 1 uin and injnry has 
been done to that industrv as to interfere 
with the whole business of the colony and 
call8e all this misery? It is stated now that 
an extension of kanaka labour will prove such a 
benefit that it will be a cure for all our depression 
and give employment all round, and that the 
farmers will be able to procme a better price for 
their corn and cattle and produce by sending it 
up North. They have spread the report that by 
the magic of this Bill the former condition of 
things, when £5,000,000 were poured into the 
colony, wil~ be restored. The Chief Secretary 
went up J'\orth, and when he came back he 
was satisfied that capital flowed into the 
North for investn-1ent faster than it could 
he absorbed almost. In the early clays the 
price of sugar was high and the profits were 
large, and money wa.~ spent lavishly. Lancl was 
dear and expensive mills were erected, and a 
goocl deal of money was not even wisely spent. 
Naturally the expenditure of so much monev in 
so short a space of time created a fictitious 
prosperity. I remember a contractor telling 
me that during the erection of the buildings on a 
pbntation he alone employed 140 men, and when 
the work was finished there were only ten or 
twenty white people employ eel, and the rest were 
kanakas. Very soon afterwards the mill was shut 
up because the money wa~ lavi,hly laid out n.ncl 
the plantation was 'badly nw.mr,;ed. Therefore 
the whole concern came to grief, not for lack of 
bl .. ck labour, hut through unwise expenditure. 
I have had the testimony of several planterd 
that it was not so much the want of cheap 
reliable labour a~ bad seasons ancl the low price 
of sugar through the competition of the beetroot 
•ugar, that caused the decline of the industry. 
\Vhen the manufacture of sugar was first started, 
the art of sugar-making and the management of 
the fields was not in the high state of perfection 
in which it is now, and when there was a 
drop in the price they could not stand it. If 
those planta.tions had been well managed at 
first they m1ght have suited themselves to the 
new condition ancl survived, because at the present 
time I believe the industry is as far advanced in 
Q11eensland as in any other country; but it is 
foolish to attribute our cler,ression to the inter­
ference with coloured labour. :Fine white loaf 
sugar can he landed in Melbourne for 17s. per 
ton freight. That the cause of the decline is 
not attributable to want of coloumd labour we 
have also the tf'stimony recorded in Hansa,·d of 
a former member of this House whose absence 
we must all regret ; I refer to the former member 
for Barcoo, :Mr. ::Yiurphy. vVhen the hon. 
member for Balonne wn,s Premier, and Mr. 
Murphy sat on the ~ame side of the 
House, and all were blaming the present 
Chief Secretary for the injury that had been 
done to the .'"ug-ar industry, Mr. Murphy 
stood np and r;a1d 1t ''as not true thttt it was the 
want of cheap labour that caused the ruin of the 
industry, hut the competition with the beetroot 
sugar on the Continent. That gentleman sc~icl 
he coulcl speak feelingly on the subject, because 
he was sorry to say that he was largely interested 
in a plantation at Mackay, and they had plenty 
of black labour; hut it did not pay, so they 
resolved to shut up the place, sending the time-

[Mr. ISA)lBERT. 

expired boys back to their islands and distributing 
the others to other plantations, just keeping a few 
hands on as caretakers. But the following season 
was propitious, and they got a splendid crop of cm1e 
without doing anything to it, and they received 
over £5,000 by selling it to the centr:cl mills. 
That brings me to a point which the planters 
know very well, and which has not yet been 
stated, but I noticed it by my own observation 
at the Bunclaberg show lately. That iH, that sugar 
is a very exhausting crop, an cl driving through 
an estate you can distinctly see the cane 
planted in a newly felled scrub is a dark 
rich green colour, and the growth is far 
more prolific than on land where it has been 
planted a second and a third time; so that as 
the land becomes exhausted the crop becomes 
poorer; but black labour cannot make good 
the exhaustion of the soil. Hon. members are 
expected to give a vote on this subject which 
has agitated the public mind for the last twenty 
years. There never was a question which has 
more keenly exercised the minds of the people 
and has better served for a landmark for political 
parties than this black labour question. At the 
last two general elections the majority of the 
people were entirely opposed to black labour, 
and now all at once we are fi'Jked to change our 
mincls and vote for the reintroducLion of coloured 
labour. It h maintained that the public mind 
has completely changed. I admit that the public 
mind has changed on the subject, but not a great 
deal. It was declared in the last Polynesian 
Labourers Act that the introduction of kanaka 
labour should cease at the end of the year 1890, 
and the question was then looked upon as settled. 
But now, when the colony is in a depressed state, 
and men are apt to gnwp at any straw, black 
labour is again advocated in some of the papers, 
and people are asked to believe that the intro­
duction of kanaka labour will again put us on the 
high road to prosperity. If the £10,000,000 loan, 
together with our splendid miner::! cliscoverie.s and 
fertile se:tsons have not estahhshed permanent 
prosperity in the colony, I fail to see how the 
introduction of kanakas will establish permanent 
prosperity. As the hon. member for :Fortitude 
V alley told a meeting of his electors, since the 
ywr 1884 we have been going from bad 
to worse. That proves that the colony has 
been governed from its start on a wrong 
policy ; and all the~e makeshift& cannot rescue 
the colony from its downward course. I 
predicted ·in 1884, when the £10,000,000 loan 
was passed, that if the policy of see-saw was 
continued there would be a deficit and had times. 
The policy that governed the colony was a policy 
of foreign interest. The introduction of foreign 
capital has been all along considered, and the 
true interests of the people have been neglected. 
It is an inviolable law that you lose by gra"ping 
at too much; and if the money question had 
been kept out of sight, ancl the welfare of the 
people had been kept prominently in view, the 
people would have prospered. There is an old 
proverb-Seek first the kingdom of God, and all 
the rest will follow. Parliament should seek 
first the happiness of the people, and prosperity 
would follow ns a natural consequence. 'When I 
addressed the electors of Rosewood recently, I 
found that they were not so much opposed as 
before to the introduction of lmnakas. A good 
many were actually in favour of their employ· 
ment, and a good many were as much opposed.as 
ever. Though I advocated the temporary rem­
traduction of coloured labour, I am of 
opinion that the question should be referrect to 
the people. There is plenty of labour at present 
in the colony, and the industry would not 
be endangered by postponing the question for 
another twelve months. There will be no lack 
of labour, because the working men are now 
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finding out their foolishness in dictating to 
employers a rate of wages which an industry 
cannot pay. So far as the strike is concerned, I 
do not believe that it caused the amount of 
depression which has been attributed to it. If 
anything, the labour difficulty should have given 
confidence to the capitalist, because it proved 
that if the men are foolish and de·'potic the 
sympathy of the public is against them, and 
that no ciass of society can go beyond reasonable 
lines. The hon. member for Mackay, Mr. 
Black, in his anxiety to prove the importance, 
and also the necessity of black labour, over­
stated his case. When he combated the assertion 
of the hon. member of Bundanba that one-third 
of the sugar was the product of white labour, he 
s::loid that white labour produced barely 5 per cent. 
I believe th:1t what the hon. member for Bun­
danb::t meant to say was that, considering all 
the white men employed in the industry, about 
one-third of the sugar produced was produced by 
white labour, :1nd that he did not intend his 
remark to be construed as meaning that one­
third was produced by white labour exclusively. 
The hon. member for Mackay also dwelt largely 
on the importance of the sugar industry to the 
colony, and there is no doubt that it is an impor­
tant industry. What do the figures in our list of 
exports tell us on this subject? The exports from 
the mining industry _amount to £2,500,000; the 
exports from pastoral industry, including hides, 
wool, tallow, and meat, to about £4,750,000 ; and 
the exports from the sugar industry last year, 
when the yield was good and the price of sugar 
pretty fair, amounted to about £750,000. 
Those thTee items include nearly the whole of 
our exports, as the rest of the expoTts only 
amount to a little more than £500,000. This 
shows us that even if the sugar industry was only 
worth £750,000 a year we nnnot afford to lose it. 
\Vemust treat it with consideration, and be reason­
able, and although I cannot hide from myself the 
fact thatthetrafficin Polyne-;ianlabour is not what 
it should be; that it is bad, and will be bad to the 
end of the chapter, I also recognise that white 
labour is not properly treated. It was this fact 
which evoked the sympathy of the Chief Secre­
tary when he wrote his "\Yealth and \V ant." 
I believe that, if the introduction of eoloured 
labour is not continued, many of the large 
e•tates will have to shut up; and since we cannot 
afford to lose that industry, we should seek :1 
way out of the difficulty. But that way is not 
the way propooed by the Government-an 
indefinite extension of coloured labour. The 
adoption of such a proposal will throw the apple 
of discord among the people again ; at the next 
election the old battle will be fought out on 
false issues, and what security will the capitalist 
have that another restrictive measure will not be 
passed at an early date? I believe the Govern­
ment would do far better if they amended the 
11th section of the Act of 1885, so that instead of 
31st December, 1890, being fixed as the date after 
which no more licenses to recruit islanders 
should be issued it should read 31st DecembeT, 
1893 or 1894. If that were done the public mind 
would not be exercised on the matter, and it would 
really be only carrying out the intention of the 
legislature when it fixed the date of its termination 
at the 31st December, 1890. The Chief Secre­
tary, when he introduced the measure which was 
intended to terminate the introduction of coloured 
labour, correctly interpreted the desire of the 
people to be not to injure or ruin the sugar 
industry, but to cause the large estates to bP dis­
membered and converted into small sugar farms ; 
and to give TJrA.ctic:.l expression to bis purpose 
and intention, he alsngot the sanction of the legis­
lature to advance £50,000 for the erection of central 
mills. The hon. gentleman was very anxious to 
carry out his object, but to settle the land in the 

North is not so easy as to settle land in the 
South. The tropical heat is, no doubt, a great draw­
back. But there is reallv no work in the cane­
field which a white man c"annot do, and willljl)t 
do, if he owns the land himself and can 
choose his own time for th" work. But 
while saying that, I also recognise that no 
white man will work for any length of time in 
large gang:J, particularly at low wages; and that 
is where the difficulty comes in. There is no 
remedy for that but to dismember the larger 
estates and place them in the hands of small 
settlers. I have been assured by farmers in the 
North, who have been cultivating cane on their 
own account, that all the work can be done by 
white labour; and the wife of one settler informed 
me that though she had not been brought 
up on a farm, but was the daughter of 
a storekeeper and had been brought up in 
town, she took to the work, and she and 
her children went into the cane and thrashed 
it, quite as well as a South Sea Islander. Of 
course they did not stand in the broiling sun in 
the middle of the day ; they chose their own 
time, and so long as the farmer is his own master 
an,! can ch~ose his own time, he can do all the 
work in the canefield. Although I have been 
elected on the understanding that the black 
la1our question was solved, I will go so far as to 
support an amendment continuing the introduc­
tion of kanaka labour up to the end of 1893 or 
1894. This Parliament must not be too arrogant, 
and assume to itself all the wisdom of knowing 
what is good for the country. This House will 
show its wisdom by a temporary extension of the 
introduction of Polynesians, which will, in fact, 
be carrying out the intention of the legislature 
when it passed the Polynesian Act of 1885. If 
the next Parliament that is elected finds it neces­
sary to still further extend the period during 
which Polynesians may be introduced, they 
will be better able then to know what is 
required than we are at the present time. 
Many things might happen in the meantime, of 
which we have no conception now. The whole 
civilised world is in a state of ferment, and we 
do not know how soon Great Britain may be 
thrown into the turmoil of a revolution. Great 
Britain, in the attempt to maintain her indus­
tries and commercial supremacy, is trying to 
exploit every civilised country, but or.o after• 
another of those countries are shutting their doors 
against that exploitation; and when they have all 
done so, what is Great Britain to do? There 
are rumblings in every direction; the work­
ing clasqes there are dissatisfied and cannot see 
the cause of their troubles, and, sooner than we 
imagine, Gre"t Britain may be involved in a 
nwolution the like of which she has never 
known beforf•. Then we shall be compelled to 
rely all the more upon our own resources, and I 
say that if the Government will accept a 
temporary extension they will be doing the sugar 
industry greater service than they will do it by 
the proposal in this Bill. \Ve can rely upon it 
that the future Parliament will not be so 
suicidal as to destroy the industry when they 
well know that we ccmnot afford to do it. Great 
fault has been found with the Chief Secretary as 
being the cause of all the trouble, and the hon. 
member for Stanley told us that all the hon. 
gentleman's legislation has been l:ad. There is 
a great deal of force in the statement, because 
our whole policy is wrong; the result proves it, 
and all the hon. gentleman's efforts, so far, to 
correct it have only been like putting a new patch 
on an old garment, with a greater rent as the result. 
If the Government would only go in for a 
thorough revision of the tariff, and encourage 
all our industries, we might then soon be in a 
position to say, "Perish the sugar industry, 
which is worth three-q narters of a million 
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sterling to the colony," but by this pieeFJm~al 
legi'llation we only prove that our whole policy 
io a mistake. I was reading a opeech made la"t 
yJ)ar by the Secretary for Agriculture in Vic­
tllria, and he stated that the agricultural pro­
duce of that colony amounted to £11.000,000: 
In all this controversy we hear nothing of our 
other agrieultural producte, and it is the 
neglect of them and the mischievous inter­
ference of the Secretary for Hail ways !'-nd 
his Commil5sioners that have brought us mto 
the position we are in now. It has been F<tid 
that the employment of five kanalms gives 
employment to one white man; and, admitting 
that there are 10,000 kanakas employed, that 
would mean employment for 2,000 white men. 
Vie have heard from the hon. member for Barcoo 
that in his district alone there are 3,000 men 
employed in pastoral pursuits. 

Mr. RY AN: There are many of them 
unemployed now. 

Mr. ISAMBERT: I am sorry to hear it. I 
know there are a good many unemployed in the 
sugar districts also; and I mention this to show 
that we should not overrate the importance of the 
sugar industry. I am not so much concerned 
about the sugar industry as it is; and if it was a 
C[Uestion whether it should flourish or not a,, it is, 
I would rather see it perish. There is no man in 
the country, however, who is more anxious than 
I am to see the desirable proces:, now going on in 
the dismemberment of the large sugar estates, 
and the growing of cane by small fanners 
continued. That alone is worth all our efforts, 
not only because it will preserve the sugar 
industry, but because it is a means to the chief 
end we should have in view-the settlement of 
the people upon those lands. 'l'o do that we 
may, I think, trespass upon our consciences to 
vote for a temporary extension of this labour, 
trusting to the wisdom of the future ParlLtment 
to deal with its permanent extension or termina­
tion. I cannot vote for the proposition now 
before the House, and, as I said, I shall be pre­
pared to move an amendment on the Bill when 
we get into committee to provide for a temporary 
extension as I have suggested. As to our trespas­
singupon our consciences, is not the present state of 
misery in the colony a violation of our consciences 
and a proof of the gross neglect of our duties? 

• Were we not elected to manage the affairs of the 
colony and not to mismanage them, and is not 
the present state of things a condemnation of 
the whole of our policy in the past ? 

The SIWRETARY FOR LANDS (Hon. 
A. S. Cowley) said: Mr. Speaker,-! should 
like to say a few words upon this subject, which is 
of great importance, not only to the welfare of 
the sugar industry itself, but also to the welfare 
of a great many industric, dependent upon it. 
The C[Ueotion h:ts been asked: ".,What is t!Je 
necessity for immediate legislation?" I know the 
sugar industry, and the state of things existing 
in connection with it, and I maintain that the 
Government has taken the proper course in 
legislating immediately upon the subject. There 
are a great many mills in the colony at the 
pres,cmt time which will be closed if an extermion 
of the Act is not granted. The reason for this 
determination is that the proprietors know by 
past experience that it is utterly impossible to 
cultivate sugar-cane in the North, especially 
at a profit, with white labour. More than 
that, past experience has also proved to them 
that not only can they not do it, but that the 
small farmers cannot do it, and never have done 
it yet in North Queensland at a profit. Giving 
them a fair price for their cane, and allowing the 
mill-owner to make his profit, they have found 
that it could not· be done in the pa,t, and are con­
vinced that it cannot be done in the future, 

It has been said several times in this House that 
one of the very large mills in the district I have 
the honour to represent has determined to close. 
\V ell, that is a fact, because last year the 
general manager o~ the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company issued a Circular to every grower that he 
would only crush cane up to the end of October 
next and then the mill would be dismantled and 
remdved. After the Chief Secretary's manifesto 
was issued, the abovenamed manager sent 
another circular to the brmers and said that he 
was prepared, in the event of the Bill to extend 
the introduction of Polynesians being passed, to 
enter into an agreement for a term of five or ten 
years, and, in addition to the two. thouband 
acres of land which had been cultrvated, he 
was prepared to let the whole estate to small 
growers on the moot reasonable terms. He 
would enter into a contract to purchase the 
whole of their cane. He would give them an 
advance when the cane was planted, a further 
adv<1nce when it was six months' old, and also an 
advance when it was nine months' old, paying 
them for the crop immediately it was cut. He 
would give them further advantages than these. 
He would give the land either on a long lease, 
or on a lease with the right of purchase, so 
much in cash, or he was prepared to take a 
portion .in the cane grown. Now, what was 
the result? Immediately it was made known a 
number of the farmers and residents in the 
Ingham district applied for fourteen hundred 
acres of land. I maintain that if its effect 
was only to retain that mill in our mid,t, 
and give those men who are willing to take up 
the land an opportunity of cultivating and 
growing cane, it is worth our while to take the 
step we are taking. Last year that mill cir­
culated £12,000 in cash among the small growers, 
and if it w:H only for the purpose of continuing 
that state of affairs, we should be justified in 
taking steps to legislate upon the matter. That 
is one case. To-clay I received a letter from a 
resident on the :fierbert River, Mr. Arthnr 
N eame. He states in his letter that out of a 
number of Italians whom he engaged eleven of 
them have contracted to cultivate 150 acres. 
They have taken up thg land at a rental of 5s. 
per acre, with a fixed price for all cane grown. 

Mr. DRAKE: \Vhat is the price of cane? 
The SECRETARY FOR LANDS: I have 

not got that ; he does not tell me, but he says 
the men are ~atisfied. I presume the price 
would be about 12s.· a ton, cut and placed on the 
trucks. The Colonial Sugar Hefining Company 
have given 12s. to 13s. a ton, cut and placed on 
the trucks. He also states that three residents 
ha ,.e taken up another 100 acres and engaged to 
go in for the cultivation of cane, and he concludes 
his l<etter in this way-

" I hope there will lJe no delay in pa"'ing tlle Bill, 
as if it is shelved for another session it will throw 
eYerything back again, and the people who have applied 
to lea:-;e land will 1vithdra'v their apnlications." 

::\Ir. DRAKE : How did he know that? 
The SECRETARY FOil LANDS: Simply 

because they told him so. 'l'hat is a case in point, 
and it shows the absolute necessity for immediate 
legislation. The hon. member for JYiackay, Mr. 
Black who is a practical man, explained last 
night that, unless the cane is planted within a 
certain limited time, there will be no crop next 
year. As a general rule, the cane should be 
planted before the end of November ; if it is 
not there will be no crop, and if there is no crop 
of ·course there is no profit to the owners of the 
land. Now, I have received another letter from 
Young Bros., of Kalamia. They say, in answer 
to a C[Uestion-

HThere arc no small men growin9; cane for the mills 
in this distnct at pres-rmt, and until the Chief Secre­
tary's manifesto appeared things were hanging fire, 
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Since its publication, however, John Drysdule tells me 
that seven farmers outside the Pioneer Estate are 
getting ready to grow c: .. ne for thn,t mill for the 1893 
crushing, and hope to have 250 acres ready. He also 
thinks that, as soon as he can see his way to extend the 
Pioneer tramway system ~tbout three miles, twenty 
more fa1·mers will at once go in for cane-growing. 
·within the last few days we have placed under offer 
to a farmer, who has both money and horses, 121J acres 
of newly-cleared land on this r-state for cane-growing 
for the Kalamift thill. He has ordered hartH":"'>S and 
breaking-up ploughs, so I suppose he means to take it. 
'Ve have also had inquiries for laud to be taken over 
immediately after next crushing." 
So that you see, Mr. Speaker, the farmers in the 
North generally are anxiously waiting for this 
measure to commence operations. I may say in 
the district which I represent there are some 
fifteen or· twenty men-the farmers alluded to by 
the hon. member for Cook, who said they refused 
to accept a central mill unless they were allowed 
to grow sngar in their own way-who have been 
growing cane for the last eight or nine years. 
'.Chey tried hard to grow it with the assist­
ance of white labour, but they found it 
was utterly impossible, and those men have 
done very well in the l"-St. They have made 
a fair living. They have cleared and planted 
some hundreds of acres which were scrub, and 
last year their total product of cane 1;epresent0d 
£12,000. Those men are dependent on the 
Colonial Sugar Company, and if the mill is re­
moved, beggary stares them in the face. Besides 
these mills, I may tell you that the owners of 
Maclmade had determined to close within two 
years. They had made all arrangements to close. 
They knew very well that they could not carry on 
successfully, and determined to close; and besides 
that, I know for a positive fact that four other 
large mills had made arrangements to close at 
the end of 1894, when the crop was taken off. 
That, therefore, shows the ne'cessity for legisla­
tion on thi~ subject, and the necel'.>ity for imme­
diate legislation, because now the white men­
both farmers and others-not engaged in farming 
pursuits know they can make very good wag~s 
hy growing cane, and are anxious to engage 
in the occupation provided they can get the 
labour. Now I wish to refer to the remarks 
of some hon. members, and I will do so as 
briefly as I can. There are some members 
who have said this industry is of very little 
importance. I am alluding now more particularly 
to a speech made by the hon. member for Barcoo, 
Mr. Ryan. He is reported to have said he 
knew very little about the sugar industry, and 
did not care much about it ; that he would 
rather see it perish than that kanakas should be 
introduced. Very well. \Vhat does that m~an­
the perishing of the sugar industry? Does the 
hon. member know what it rneans ? 

Mr. RYAN: I think so. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR LANDS: I 
do not think he does. I believe the hon. 
member is conscientious, and has an ardent 
desire to serve the working classes. I will 
show him what the perishing of the industry 
means in the districts where sugar is grown. 
I will take, in the first instance, the J olmstone 
River. In that district the sugar exports for the 
year ended the' 30th June, 1801, were £76,228 ; all 
other exports were only £8,20(), The population 
of the district was 1,889. So that if you remove 
the sugar industry you take Invny the livelihood 
of 1,427 people who are entirPly dependent for 
their daily bread on that industry. I will next 
take the lngham district. The sugar exports for 
the same period were £66,025. All other exports 
were £16,766. The population of the Ingham 
district is 3,435, and if you take away the sugar 
industry 2,740 people will be deprived of 
their means of Ii velihood. I will next take 
~Iackay, The sugar exports from l\fackay during 

the s11me period were £278,3M; all other exports 
were £51,29G. The population of Mackay is 
10 538. Therefore, if you remo> e the sugar in­
dt{stry from Mackay, you immedi_ately deprive 
8,900 people of the means of earnmg an h~nest 
living. That is what the sugar industry IS to 
the colony. It means that in those three dis­
tricts alone 13,0G7 people, or more than eight­
tenths of the whole population, will, immediately 
it is done away with, come South to obtain 
employment. 

Mr. DRAKE : Supt>ose you substitute white 
labour for black, what will be the result? 

The SECRJ~TARY FOR LANDS: More 
white men will be employed. The hon. member 
spfaks as if we had never tried white labour. It 
has been tried over and over again. 

Mr. DRAKE : The que,tion is whether white 
labour has been honestly tried or not? 

The SECitETARY FOR LANDS : It has 
been honestly tried, as the hon. member will s.ee 
if he turns to the report of the Sugar Commis­
sion. In the evidence given at the Victoria 
plantation it was distinctly stated that white 
labour had been tried and had failed. 

Mr. DRAKE : Who stated it? 
The SECRETARY :FOR LANDS: It was 

stated by the manager of Victoria ; and the hon. 
member for Toowoomba, J\1r. Groom, will be.1r 
me out that it was distinctly stated in evidence 
there, and in several other places which I cannot 
remember. I know where it has been tried 
myself, not only by large men but by small men, 
and I can tell him that it has failed in every 
instance I have known, and I have known a good 
many. \Ve have been driven to do it at times by 
the scarcity of labour. On one plantation ~20 
k~,nakas were taken away after the mqmry 
by the Royal Commission, at the very instant 
of crushing. The manager did his utmost to 
get men to work at cutting CJ>ne. He was in 
this position : That unless he could reap the crop 
the whole of it would be lost, and he was there­
fore able to offer a much higher wage than would 
have been offered under ordinary circumstances. 
He wanted to cave his crop, and he was prepare•] 
to offer a much higher price for the work. Some 
worked for a time and gave it up; others said 
they would not do the work at any price ; and 
the result was that the crop rotted. 

Mr. DR~'..Kl'~: Why did he not re.engage the 
kanakas? 

The SECRETARY FOR L)cNDS: They 
were removed by the Government. The hon. 
member seems to think that kanakas are treated 
as slaves, Surely there are two parties to an 
agreement. You c0nld not force those men to 
re-engage. That never was attempted. 

Mr. DRAKE: You did not explain that those 
were the kidnapped boys. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR LANDS : Of 
course I did not, because they were not kid­
napped, and the hon. member will not get me to 
admit that they were. I have shown that in those 
three districts the sugar exports last year were 
£420,597, and all other exports £76,088 only; 
and that, out of a total population of15,8G2, 13,067 
were dependent on the sugar industry. But 
that is not all. Those are only the people who are 
dependent on the industry until the sugar leaves 
the mill. All the rest of the work afterwards is done 
·by white men. You can trace it through all its 
ramifications, and half as many. again as t~e 
number I have given may be sa1d to get the1r 
living out of it. I should like to refer now to a 
remark which fell from the hon. member for 
Enoggera, who objected that the Bill did not 
exctend the term for ten years. He asked why 
we did not fix a limit. I think it is only a fair 
thing that this Parliament should deal with 
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matters as it finds them, and leave Hncceeding 
Parliaments to deal with thingo as they find 
them. I do not think it would be fair to 
fix a limit of ten years. Another Parliament 
coming in would be under a moral obligation 
to keep it going for ten years. The ques­
tion will be settled to the satisfaction of the 
hon. member and of every other member long 
before the end of ten Years. 'l'he question 
will settle itself; there is 1iot the slightc-.t doubt 
about that; and I cannot see why he, above all 
other men, should object to legislation for thi8 
in the way we propose. I think it is the fairest 
thing both for this Parliament and for any 
future Parliament. The hon. member said a 
great deal about kanakas coming into competition 
with white men. Papers were circulated amongst 
hon. members this morning based on the census 
returns of 1891, showing the number of kanakas 
in the colony and how they are emplt,yecl. 'l'he 
hon. member quoted certain figures from the 
manuscript retnrn laid on the table on Tuesday, 
hut since then additional light has been thrown 
on the question. He gave the correct number of 
men engaged in sugar as 7,311. 

Mr. DRAKE: Not including those working 
in cane-mills illegally. 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS: The hon. 
member runs away with the idea that those men 
are employed illegally. The hon. member for 
Mackay said last night that it was distinctly 
stated in the Act--

Mr. DRAKE : That does not satisfy me. 
The SECRETARY FOR LANDS : That the 

Act distinctly states that kanakas may be em­
ployed on cane and certain other crops "and 
rendering the product thereof marketable." 
·when the hon. member gave this as the 
number of kanakas engaged in tropical a((ri­
culture in North Queensland, I interjected 
"vVhat about fruit-growing?" And the hon. 
member aslred, "Are there any fruit-growers?" 
From the figures before hon. members it will be 
seen that the number engaged in fruit-growing is 
997. 

Mr. DRAKE : They are not fruit-growers; 
you know that very well. 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS : The hon. 
member does not know anything at all about 
this subject. I happen to know a good deal 
about it. I cbim, and I think hon. members 
will agree with me, that I do know a great 
deal about this subject. Before I saw this 
return I interjected, "How many are growing 
fruit?" because I know that there are many 
growing fruit, •and I can tell the hon. gentleman 
the places if he likes. 

Mr. DRAKE: That is what I want. How 
many kanakas are growing fruit? 

The SECRETARY FOR LAKDS: \Veil, 
the num her is !J97. 

Mr. DRAKE : Rubbish. 
The SECHETARY VOlt LANDS, 'l'hat is 

the number, according to tlois rBturn. The hon. 
member's contention wao that there were 2,000 
competing with white men. 

Mr. DHAKE: My statement was 2,500. 
The SECRETARY FOR LANDS : Now, 

according to the census-and we must take the 
census returns as being correct--

Mr. DRAKE: No, they are not. 
The SECRETARY FOR LANDS : Of 

course the hon. member will deny anything that 
suits himself. 

Mr. DRAKE : How n.bout the 3,200 who are 
missing? 

The SECilETARY FOR LANDS: Now, 
there were 7,311 who are engaged in sugar· 
growing ; 9U7 engaged in trovical agriculture; 

children at home, 173 ; wives, 31 ; inmates of 
gaols and penal establishments, 22 ; inmates 
of hospitals, 17 ; attend in£( day school, 10; fruit 
growers-that is, on their own account-4 ; 
attending private school, hut not denominational, 
4; schoolmasters, 3; engaged in other agriculture, 
3; and other small numbers. Thus the sum total 
engaged in tropical agriculture and who are 
engaged in pursuits appertaining to tropic-al 
agricnlture, or who are children, or attending 
school, etc., amounts to 8,534. Now, the total 
nu m bel' in the colony is 9,379, that is, "'ccording 
to the census; leaving 795 to be accounted for. 
Now, the Chief Secretary laid a return on the 
table of the House giving the number of exemp­
tions-that is, the number of men who are 
exempted under previous Acts, and who have 
tickets to enable them to work at any occupa­
tion they like to engage in, and the number of 
those men is 7H;. That leaves the total number 
of those who are coming into competition with 
white men, according to the hon. member for 
Enog-gera, at seventy-nine. And Parliament 
has actually approved and sanctioned their 
doing· so. 

Mr. DnAKE : Those figures are absolutely 
wrong as you quoted them. 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS: But even 
these seventy-nine are not all competing with 
white m~n, because the return giving the number 
of exemption boys is up to elate, whereas the 
census was taken a year ago; and since the 
censur, WlLS taken a good many have returned 
home, and a good 1mmy have died. At any rate, 
there are 1,200 less in the colony than there were 
when the census was taken. I think I have 
most effectually disposed of the arguments of 
the hon. member for Enoggera about the 
kanakas entering into competition with white 
men. 

Mr. DRAKE: I do not think you have 
touched it. 

The SECRETARY I<'OR LANDS: I should 
like to say a few words in regard to some of 
the statements of the hon. member for Barcoo: 
and I do so because he spoke with such an air of 
sincerity that he appeared to thoroughly believe 
what he was saying. He was labouring under a 
g-reat mistake when he said that men were making 
30s. a day. In the first instance, I hardly 
need refer to the fact that men do not cut and 
load twelve tons a day. I know that four or 
five tons a clay is really a good clay's work, and in 
theN orth we pay from 3s. to 3s. Gd. a ton. If men 
could only earn such wages as the hon. member 
states, and could cut and load twelve ton" a day at 
2s. 6d. a ton, then away g·o all the unemployed 
at once. I am positive that I could find employ­
ment for 700 or 800 men in cutting cane at 2s. Gel. 
a ton. I know what is done in New South 
\Vales, however, because I have been there 
myself, and I have let contracts myself. I know 
that I c,mld find employment for 700 or 800 men 
during the next sugar seaRon at the ratr-; referred 
to, and the work would be done very cheaply. I 
hav~ known 3s. Gel. offered to white men to cut 
and load cane, :tnd they have refused. On one place 
on the J ohnstone last vear a contract was given 
to white men-I can gi've the name, Inishowen­
but the white contractors would not cut the cane 
themselves, though they were willing to load it ; 
and they employed Javanese to cut the cane, the 
white men and Javanese working side by side. 
That was tried as ari experiment, but it 
would not pay. It was about 1s. 6d. or 1s. 
Sd. as against 9d.; and therefore it was 
utterly impossible that they could afford 
to pay that rate. Now, if the hon. member 
for B'arcoo can get 500 or 600 men to cut 
cnne at 2s. (id. a ton, I should be very happy 
to hear from him during the next sugar season. 
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Then the hon. member quoted from Sugar Cane 
of J anuctry last, and said that beet and sorghum 
were driving out the cane. 

:\fr. RY AN: I rectd it from the Agriculturist, 
too. 

The SECRETARY :FOR LANDS : The hon. 
member quoted Surwr Cane. Now, I am a 
constant reader of Sugar Cane, and that state­
ment had escaped my notice ; so I read through 
the January numbers and I found the facts to be 
just the contrary. 

Mr. RYAN: Have you read the American 
Agricultu1·ist? 

The S:ECRETARY FOR LANDS: No; 
because you referred me to Sugar Cane. I 
read it carefully, and if I am wrong in what I 
say the hon. gentleman can correct m<>. It is a 
well-known fact to all engaged in the sugar 
industry that the production of cane sugar is 
increasing in a much greater ratio than beet 
or sorghum. I shall take the island of Cuba as an 
example. There the production from cane last 
year was 750,000 tons, being an increase of 120,000 
tons on the previous year, and an incren,se of 
190,000 tonB ou the year before that again. 
Then in Barbadoes there has been a similar 
large increase. I shall now quote from Sugar 
Cane-

" Noteworthy facts in connection with the sugarR 
producing countries are, firstly, the large increase of 
the out-turn in Cubn, \Vhich has this year reached the 
figure of 750,000 tons. This is nearly 120,000 tons more 
than in 1890, and 100,000 tons more than in 1889. In 
1886 the production reached 731,000 tons; in 1875, 
718,000; in1873, 775,000. It is confidently believed that 
a much greater production is possible. As is well known, 
ne:trly the whole of this sugar goes to the United States. 
In Queensland, owing to difficulties with the labour 
question, the production has fallen off; but if the new 
departure of shipping to London continues to prove hO 
profitable as at present, some arrangement will surelvbe 
made, and the ra.pability of increased production is Very 
great." 
Sugcw Cane then says-

~~ As regards the United States, to which attention is 
now being so much attracted under the new circum­
stances created by the }fcKiuley Act of 189 l, the Govern­
lnent is .energetically pursuing \Yhat appears to it the 
best means of promoting the home production o.f sugar. 
As a natural consequence of the new departure, there 
has been a great amount of more or less exaggerated 
statements respecting the supply, in the near future, of 
all the United State~ requirements by home grown sugar. 
A mere glance at the figures of consumption and supiJly 
is sufficient to enable us to adequately discount those 
ve.ry characteristic statements." 

"Louisiana's IJresent capacity may average 200,000 
tons. Sorghum sugar production is estimated at pre­
sent at 600 tons, and that of beet sugar may be put at 
6,000." 
These are the thin5s the hon. gentleman referred 
to, whilst on the other hand the im]Jort of sugar 
into the United States in twelve months was 
1,555,123 tons. It goes on to say-

" It is as yet doubtful how fal' the bounty now granted 
uniler the ~1cKinley Act will increase the production of 
cane sugar, but it may be assumed that it will have this 
e!Icct. It is exceedingly prob:tble that ~lr. \Yiiey's new 
alcohol process will result in successfnl production of 
large quantities of sorghum sug,ar, and the government 
aud local bounties \\-ill undoubtedly largely increase 
the output of beet sugar, but there is a tremendous 
margin to fill np before America can supply her own 
needs." 
Then a German newspaper, referring to the 
numerous experiments with beet-growing now 
being made in various quarters, sagely observes-

" It is not the capahility of producing good beets, but 
the possibility of obtaining a regular and sufficient 
supvly of proper agricultmal labour, which is the 
determining tactor in the question of beet sugar manu­
facture. On the whole we think our colonial planters 
may quietly await developments." 

That shows the opinion of this journal. Now, 
there is an article in the same paper on the pro­
dnc~ion of sorghum. I need not read the whole 

article, but it says there is a new proce2s by 
which a much greater quantity may be obtained 
from sorghum than at present, and it sums up in 
this way-

" It is believed that the results of the work of the 
chemical division in this respect will be of such a, 
nature as to encourage capital to inYestment in sorghum 
sugar manufactured with the assurance of a profitable 
return of the 1none::;, invr.,,ted, provided the oth>'r 
features relating to geographical limitations, improved 
varietie"l, careful culture, and adequate manufacturing 
facilitie'3 insisted on in my previous reports be ob­
served. 

"The Department of Internal Revenue (according to 
the Xew York ]J.ferchants Rerietl') strttes that only three 
factories have 1nade sorghum sugar this season under 
the bounty provisions, all in Kansas. The factory at 
Port Scott produced 458,200 lb., the one at Topika 
114,9i:llb., and the one at ::.Uedicine Lod:-;:e, still working, 
will produce about 700,000 ib., say, total11roduct.ion of 
sorghum sugar in the Lnited States this season 
1,273,161 lb., or 568 tons." 
That is how sorghum and beet sugar are going 
to run with cane sugar. I do not think the hon. 
member when he was speaking atbched suffi­
cient weight to this. 

Mr. RY AN: I read more extracts than you 
did then. 

The SECRETARY :!!'OR LANDS: You did 
not read one. 

Mr. RY AN: Your statement admits that 
thb is going to be a profitable industry, which is 
what I s'iid. 

The SECRETARY :FOR LA~DS; You 
said that there w "" no use legislating for kanakas, 
because sorghum would drive out cane sugar. 
That is how the hon. member applied hia argu­
ment. I know thn,t the hon. member was sincere, 
and I draw attention to this to let him and 
others know that he has miscalculated, and that 
there is not the slightest fear that either beet or 
sorghum will increase in a greater r:1tio in the 
future than in the past. In tact, owing to the 
abolition of bounties on the Contin~nt, and the 
demand for higher wages by the agricultural 
population of J<~urope, the tendency is to crush 
out beet sugar. Now, there is one point which 
has been overlooked in this debate, and I think it 
is the most important feature in the whole Bill­
namely, that this is simply a stepping-stone to 
something better. There is no doubt thn,t the 
vlanters are one and all desirous of dispo"ing of 
their plantn,tions to the small farmers who are 
willing to take them, and to carry on the work 
of manufacturing only. I honestly believe that, 
if this Bill becomes law, before the expiration of 
the term of ten years that the hon. member for 
Enoggera asked for--

M:r. DRAKE: I said a limit should be 
placed. 

The SECRET.\.RY :FOR LANDS: I believe 
that before very long the whole of the sugar 
produced in the colony will be grown by small 
men suppl~·ing the large mills. There is not the 
least doubt about that in my mind, and I can tell 
hon. members that I have written upon this 
question to all the planters, and one and all have 
affirmed their desire to give up growing entirely 
and purchase the cane and crush it. There is no 
crop that will pay the farmers better, provided 
that they can get a few coloured labourers to 
assist them, than sugar-cane. I should like the 
small farmers to consider this. Sugar-cane 
growing has more advantage than any other 
product in Queensland at present, and one great 
advantage is this: That directly the farmers pro­
duce their crop they receive cash for it. There are 
no commission agents, no intermediary system at 
all. And more than that, they get paid before 
the crop is actually produced. Directly they 
plant it, and the inspector of the Colonial Sugar 
Refinery Company, or other mill-owners, sees 
that it is properly planted, they advance £2 or 
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£3 per acre, so that if a man puts in forty or 
fifty acres he can dmw from .£100 to £1ii0. 
Then when the uane is six months old-accord­
ing to C!'mlity-he can dr''" half or two·thirdo of 
the value of the cane a;; it stands, the mill-owner 
retaining- a lien over the whole property. I say 
that there is a great field open for the farmers in 
this colony i£ they will only go North. If the 
men who are spoken of hy tbe hon. member for 
Barcoo and the hon. member for Enoggera and 
the hon. member for Bundanba will go North, 
and put their hands to the plough with a deter­
mination to sncceed, they will find dozens of 
planters who will help them and advance money 
to them, and teams, and blly the whole crop 
which they c.>n produce at a fair price. \Vhat is 
more, they are prepared, if there is any advance 
in the prke o£ sugar in the next few years, to 
let them have the benefit of that rise. As the 
price of sugar is now, they can only offer a 
certltin amount, but as it rises that amonnt will 
be enhanced. 

Mr. RY AN : They are very generous. 
The SECRJ<JTARY J!'OR LANDS: They 

are generous, and perhaps their generosity ex­
ceeds the patriotism of the men whose cause 
the hon. member ad voe~tes. I say there is a 
great future in otore for the eugar indu"try if the 
men who want work and are desirous of bettering 
their position will only take advantage of the 
offers made them. But there is another question 
to be looked at, and that is that before long 
federation may be accomplished. It may not 
be for three or four or five ·years, but it will 
come. 

Mr. DRAKE : This will not help it. 
The SECRET AllY FOR LANDS: Feder­

ation will destroy the black labour. There is 
no doubt of that; and it will extend our 
markets. If our market is extended to the other 
colonies, and a protective duty is put on other 
sngar of £4 or £5 per ton, that amount will be 
di>tributed amongst the growers and the manu­
facturers. The manufacturers in New South 
\Vales can give a higher price for cane that 
is grown in Queensland, simply because there 
is a protective duty. The Colonial Sugar Reo­
finery Company nn afford to give 15s. per 
ton in New South \Vales, while they only 
give 12,;. here. With federation our markets 
will be enlarged, and we shall be able to give a 
higher price to the grower; and if the :B'ederal 
Parliament of .\ust.ralia says that no black men 
shall be allowed in Queensland, the manufacturers 
will still be able to pay at least 5s. or 6s. per ton 
more than the farmers are receiving now. This 
is a question of very great importance to the 
welfare of North Queensland, because if. the 
industry should cease many thousands of white 
men with their wives and families will be thrown 
out of work, whilE' we all know that if it is 
carried on the number who derive a living f~om 
it now will be very largely increased, and the 
price of the co,ne will soon be doubled .or trebled. 
Look at Cuba; its area is 74,000 square miles; 
it could be put into some of our electoral 
districts, yet it produces 750,000 tons of sugar. 
Look at Mauritius ! \Vith an area of 705 square 
miles of country, it produces £2,500,000 worth of 
sugar annually. That shows what can be done 
here if we have the labour. In a portion of the 
district I represent-from Cairns to the John­
stone, and from the Johnstone westward to 
Herberton, and then along the northern line 
down to the parallel of Cairns-in that portion 
of the district there are 2,500 square miles of 
scrub land untouched ; so that there is a wonder­
ful future for agriculture in North Queensland, 
if the labour can only be procured. I feel 
sure that by the establishment of our central 
1nills, and by giving the farmers assistance 

in the shape of coloured labour for a few years, 
having in view the enhanced price which will 
surely come, a greater proportion of sugar than 
that mentioned by the hon. member for Bun­
danba will, before ten years are over, be grown 
exclusively by white men. 

Mr. ADAMS said: Mr. Speaker,-I must say 
that there is a great difference between the speech 
we have just heard and that delivered by the hon. 
member for Rosewood. The hon. member for 
Rosewood said that the labour ought to be 
restricted to the year 1894, and the hon. member 
for Enoggera th'en suggested that it should be 
1893. It is evident to me that those two hon. 
members know· very little about the subject. 
It was also suggested that the time should be 
extended for twelve months only. What con­
fidence would be created by an extension of 
twelve months? 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : There could then 
be an appeal to the cour~try without interfering 
with the supply of labour. 

Mr. AD AMS : Very likely many who are 
here now will not be in the next Parliament ; 
but I maintain that the sooner this Bill bec<Jmes 
law the better it will be for the colony, because I 
am certain that until confidence is restored 
busineRs will not thrive. A great many extracts 
have been read from what has been written to 
the papers by clergymen and others with respect 
to all manner of things that have been done 
in connection with obtaining and employing 
kanakas. I respect a clergyman of any denomi­
nation as long as I know he is a truth-loving man 
and honest in his intentions, and I will just read 
from the Bu?ulabcrg Star part of a letter written 
by the Rev. W. Morris, incumbent of Christ 
Church, Bundaberg. He shows plainly that the 
kanakas who come to the colony are such slaves 
that a great number of our own countrymen 
would be very glad to be slaves to the same 
extent. This is written at the request of the 
Labour Political Organisation. The reverend 
gentleman says-

" Having had my attention directed by the executive 
of the VV,..orker's Political Organisation to the protest 
and appeal of the venerable JJr. Paton, and being also 
requested by them to give the expression of my opinions 
on the subject, I take one of the ways they have 
suggested, and ask you kindly to afford me space in 
your columns. I do this as a matter of courtesy to the 
organisation, As a rule, while I claim for every minister 
the right of private judgment on all political matters, 
yet I think and act up to the thought that it is wiser 
for him to refrain from taking any public part in them ; 
and I must also wisll it to be understood that my reply 
is that only of an individual, and not of the Church of 
which I am a minister. 

"Before receiving the request, I had read with much 
amazement Dr. Paton's protest. If one-tenth of the 
charges brought against Queensland in it were true 
to-day in respect of kanaka recruiting and treatment 
here, every Christian man and woman in the colony 
would cry out against it. ·we know how guarded is 
the recruiting now, and we know how much better fed, 
clothed, and housed these men are now than they 
would be on their own islands. Hundreds of them 
have from £5 to £100 in the hanks." 
I think our own conntrymen wonld like to save 
money like that. When a kanaka has been here 
for about a year he is able to put £5 into the 
savings bank, and after he has been here for 
some years he probably has £100 to his credit. 
It is only a month ago that one kanaka lifted no 
less than £200 out of the bank to take home 
with him. The writer goes on to say-

" There are thousands in the mother country not halt 
so well off as these islanders. Week day and Sunday 
they meet for instruction, singing and praying, arid 
many return to their own islands Christian com­
municants, join the native churches, and make them­
selves usDful there. I have had classes of these men 
and women thirte.en years, and know the astonishing 
changes that have taken place in many of them. 
There are some 1,400 under Christian instruction 
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ill this district, and very many of them are 
teetotallers. l\fany who returnecl to their islands again 
co~e to Queensland ; they would hardly do 
tb1s were they treated as Dr. Paton represents. 
Nor is the mo1·tality statement now corrEct. There is 
no doubt that almost everywhere the coloured races aro 
dying out; witness the l\iaoris and the Sandwich 
Islanrlers. !here is no doubt the changes in climah:, 
food, clothing, etc., <:uuse smne deaths here ; but 
:~~c1~~~n~~~!~~;d~e~tter now how to treat them, and 

H Then with regard to the mingling of the vvhite and 
blae.k races, I shonld think no one· ever really believed 
that there was any danger of the blacl\: intermarrying 
with the white, settling down upon the land and 
pushing tile white men out of the field. Surely we 
belong to a race that has ever held its own n.gainst 
all-corners, and we are not yet so effeminate or 
incompetent as to fear the south Sea Islanders or any 
other coloured race should supersede us. 1 Australia for 
the white man' .~eems not only an unmeaning cry, but 
seems to retlect Ignominiously on tho:~~e who use it. 

H With regard to the present depression, I do not 
think it is entirely mving to the threatened withdrawal 
of Polynesian labour, nor do I think that the restm·a~ 
tion of the labour will prove a panacea for all the evils 
that exi&t. But this is surely patent to all: that from 
tl~e time of the introduction of the Labour Restriction 
Act, capital ceased to ilow into the colony as it did 
before, and the sugar industry, upon which so much 
of our revenue depends, begau to decline. \.V ages and 
rents fell, and artisans in crowds left the colony. On 
the other hand, no sooner is the Premier's manifesto 
publi~hed than things at mwe look brighter; thrr :tt.encd 
sales are stOJlpecl, and a tide of life flowed over tho 
colony.. \ 71r'"e knmv well that the pastm·al and mining 
intercstt~ cannot support us; we are too small 
for any great manufacturing industry, and, there~ 
fore, very much must depend upon the agri~ 
cultural. .And when we see that these colonies spend 
more than £3,000,000 a year in sugar, whilst we who 
could supply all that is wanted are not supplYin~ the 
half, it does seem strange that an\· Queenslander should 
put obstacles in the way of what would givo years of 
work to every class of artisan. I have shown that 
morally the Polynesian gains by coming here, and there­
fore there is no moral difficulty in the way of the com­
mercial and industrial gain. 

"Our own neighbourhood affords a striking contrast 
marking the advantage of sugar over maize. Contrast 
Doolbi and Cllilders wit,h Cordalba and the district 
around it. With the prospect of a mill at Doolbi matze 
disappeared, and with it the debts, and following the 
sugar came the buggy and the piano, with many 
comforts, and the means for educating the children. 
fJ.,he owner of the sel~ction became an employer of 
labour, and is now beginning to provide for the rainy 
day. \.Yhilst in the other district arc men, hard-working 
men, of real grit, toHing bard amongst the maize and 
hardly earning sufficient to pay for rations. One can 
hardly wonder that as a man gets land of his own worth 
cultivating and near a sugar mill, his objection to blaCik 
labour very much disappears. There is no doubt it would 
be a grand thing to see a number of prosperous families 
round some central mill; it would be better for the 
revenue, the stores, the churches, and this is illustrated 
in Gooburrum, ~outh Kolan, Childers, etc. But evon 
for thPsc coloured labour is an advantage. The Fzji 
Times states-

" 'Tile abolition of South Sea Island labour on pbn­
tations has killed enterprise among small planters, 
driven usefully employed labour away, and discouraged 
the investment of capital in the colony.' " 

I think that conclusively proves that there rs 
very little in what has been said with reference 
to kidm,pping and slavery. As to the effect the 
proposal to reintrm1uce kanalm labour is having 
upr.n the colony, I can only speak of my own 
electorate. I leave other members to speak of 
their own districts. Two years ago this month 
two plantations were forced into the market 
because the proprietors· could not get any 
assistance from the monetary institutions of 
the colony, and one-third of their cost was 
fixed as the reserve price. They were advertised 
throughout the colony, and yet when they were 
put up for sale not a solitary bid could be got 
for them. It is only a short time ago, about a 
week or a fortnight before the manifesto of the 
Chief Secretary was iicsued, that a plantation in 
the Bundaberg district, called Seaview, was put 

up for auction. The gentleman who owned it 
bought it about twelve months previously for, I 
belieYe, something like £3,000. The [Jlantation 
was honestly worth £5,000; it cost more than 
thaL The purchaser bought it just ae the crop 
was about to be taken off, and he h~ :l the 
misfortune that year to make £1,700 or £1,800. 
He then thought that he \L1S big enough to go 
in for a large manufacturing plant. He was 
not satisfied with a mill with one set of rollers 
but must go in for a double set of rollers 
and all the other things necessary for a 
manufacturing plant. The consequence was that 
he spent the £1.700 or £l,ROO he had made and 
nearly as much. more, expecting when he w.ts 
making those improvements that he would be 
able to get accommodation from the banks to 
assist him to carry on; but when he had spent 
the money, the bank finding that he had been 
spending money lavishly, turned round and said, 
''You have spent more money th[<n we intended 
to advance, and we will lend no more." The 
mortgagee then foreclosed, but gave the jJl'O­

prietor the option of selling the property himself. 
The estate was advertised all over the colony, 
but when it was offered at auctiun not one 
solitary bid was received. If the man could 
have got £4,000 for it he'' ould have accepted it. 
About nine days afterwards the Chief Secretary's 
manifesto appeared in the Press, and the planta­
tion was again offered for sale, and seven or 
eight days laler was sold for JH,550 cash. That 
is the effect the manifesto has had in my district. 
Not only did it Lring for that plantation a pur­
chaser who was a perfect stranger to the district, 
but the owners of the other plantations which 
were offered previously, would not sell them at all. 
It was only the confidence that that manifesto 
created that gave that gentleman courage to go 
into the industry. I have been told that he was 
in it before up North, but he would not ha\e 
gone into it again but for the confidence the 
manifesto gave. I am a>,;ured of that on very 
good authority. I believe that if this Bill is put 
through the House at an early date, it will cr<'1te 
a vast amount of confidence, which will bring 
capital into this colony, and be the cause of gre~t 
benefit to the community. 

Mr. CADELL said: Mr. Speaker,-I have a 
few words to say upon this subject before the 
question goes to a voj;e. I consider this question 
of black labour one of the most important that 
has ever been before the people of Queensland, 
and I think it should be put before the electors of 
the country at the present time. They have had 
no opportunity of expres,ing their views upon it, 
and I think an appeal should be made to them 
upon the question. It has Leen stated in this 
House by many members that, so far ns the culti­
vation of sugar-cane goes, white men cannot do 
the work. I believe that wherever a black man 
can work a white man can. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : But he will not. 
Mr. CAD ELL: I think that if the planters in 

the North of Queensland were to grow "ugar as 
it is grown in the Southern portion of the colony 
-planting the cane further apart and using 
horse-hoes and ploughs-they could get the 
work done by white labour. 'l'he price of 
sugar now is higher than it has been for 
the last five years, and that proves that 
the industry is not going down so far as the 
price is concerned, and as compared with other 
agricultural products of the colony. The price 
of some other agricultural products has in the 
same time fallen more than lOO per cent., and I 
think some effort should be made to assist in 
some way those engaged in agriculture other 
than the cultivation of sugar-cane. I would 
like to see white labour have a fair trial upon the 
plantations. I do not think it has so far had a 
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fair trial, though the Secretary for Lands told 
us to-night that it has been tried on one 
plantation. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : It has 
been tried on a dozen plantations. 
_ .Mr. CAD~LL: The Secretary for Mines says 
1t has teen tned on a dozen plantations. Well, 
I do not think it has had a fair trial. I think 
white labour could be employed in the sugar 
industry, and I would like to see the work done 
by white men. 

Mr. WIMBLE ~aid: Mr. Speaker,-! intend 
to support this Bill, but I do not intend to 
give a silent vote upon it. As I represent 
Cairns, which is a sugar district, I may say 
that it is in favour of this Bill, and it 
always has been in favour of kanaka labour 
for the sugar plantations. I am therefore 
at perfect liberty to give my vote for this 
Bill, with the knowledge that I shall please my 
constituents by so doing; but in any case I must 
say that, considering the present circumstances 
of the colony, I should use my own judgment at 
the preJent time, and vote for this Bill because 
I can see it will be for the benefit of the colony. 
The sugar industry is a gn•:<t factor in the commer­
cial importance and prosperity of this colony, and 
Queensland is the only colony in Australasia in 
which sugar can be grown successfully. That 
kanaka labour will assist the industry has been 
proved by many members. In fact the House 
has been so delayed with conclusive proofs that 
kanaka labour is ab,Dlutely necessary for the 
industry, that I do not intend to delay the House 
by going into the matter further. The state­
ment has been made that public opinion is not 
in favour of the proposPd extension of kanaka 
labour. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Hear, hear! 
l\fr. \VI;.viBLE : \V ell, Lord Palmerston used 

to say that if you wished to a.ocertain public 
opinion you had only to ride outside an omnibuil ; 
and if yuu mingled with the m3.sses in that way 
you would hear public opinion very distinctly 
expressed. I think that anyone who has looked 
into this matter impartially, and free from pre­
judice or bigotry, I might term it, must know 
that there has been a universal change of 
opinion upon this subject not only in Bris­
bane, but throughout Queensland. It is now 
universally expressed in the colony that kanaka 
hbour will be of ad vantage to the working 
chtsses. I have conversed with the working 
classes, and some whom I knew to be op· 
posed to coloured labour have admitted that 
they have changed their views, and that they 
would like to see its introduction continued to 
bring a bout the prosperity that existed six or 
seven years ago. I regnrd this Bill with ap­
proval, and I trust it will be passed, and will 
assist in bringing about a time of prosperity, as it 
is intended to do. 

Mr. McMASTEH said: Mr. Speaker,-! do 
not think it is necessary to say very much more 
upon this subject, as it has been very well 
thrashed out. Ithink that all that it is necessary to 
say has been said by the Secretary for Lands to­
night, and by the hon. member for Mackay last 
night. I am not going to detain the House at this 
late hour, but, like the speaker who preceded me, 
I do not wish to give a silent vote. We have 
heard a great deal about the hardship and 
injury that was done to these kanakas. We 
have heard it said by the opponents of the Bill 
that there is no wbh that the sug-ar industry 
should cease. They are anxious that the industry 
should flourish, bnt they are utterly opposed to 
the introduction of South Sea Islanders. Now, 
scarcely one of the speakers opposed to the 
measure attempted to show how this is to be done, 

with the exception of the hon. member for 
Rose wood. He thought that the large plantations 
ought to be cut up into small farms, and thereby 
the cane would be cultivated with white labour, 
but he also wishes to have the black labour 
extended for two years. This Bill says it may 
be extended for any period. If white labour 
can be so easily employed, I presume that as 
soon as the planter finds sufficient labour to 
cultivate his fields he will at once cease to 
import black labour. I am sure there is 
not a member of this House who wishes to 
see Queensland made a colony for black races; 
that every hon. member desires that Queensland 
should be kept for the white races; but we have 
here staring us in the face the fact that the 
sugar industry will go down and eventually 
die out if some assistance is not rendered to it at 
present. There is no denying the fact that those 
who have invested their capital and found they 
cannot get a return for it are determined, if 
some assistance is not offered to them, that they 
will remove their plant from the colony. Well, 
the question with me is: Can we afford, 
in the present state of affairs, to lose any 
industry ? I do not think so. I do not 
think we can afford to allow any industry to 
die out, particularly one that returns such a 
large amount as sugar cultivation does. \V e are 
told by the opponents of this measure that the 
sugar industry is quite as prosperous this year as 
it has ever been. \Ye all agree upon that. No 
one denies that as much sugar has been pro­
duced last season as ever has been produced in 
Queensland, but surely those gentlemen are not 
blind to the fact that what the planters are 
complaining of is the prospect ahead of the 
industry two or three years hence. Any man who 
knows anything about agriculture knows that the 
farmer must sow his field at a certain season of 
the year. If he does not, he cannot expect to 
reap a harvest. Therefore the planters say, "If 
we are not sure of having labour two years hence 
we will not plant our fields this year; we will 
simply keep our machinery going as long as we 
can, and then we will remove it." Well, I think 
it is necessary that some steps should be taken 
one way or the other to enable these men 
to have confidence. Now, I am utterly 
opposed to the introduction of Italian labour. 
I opposed that from the commencement. I 
must say that all through I could see that the 
planters had a great difficulty to contend against­
the want of reliable labour at a given time ; and 
they find when that time comes if they depended 
upon white labour it was either not forthcoming, 
or if it wa~ they could not depend upon it 
remaining. Various opinions have been expressed 
as to the ability of white men to work in the 
canefields. I have heard a great number of 
working men who have been in the North say 
that they cannot work in a canefield, or if they 
did work in it they only did so for a certain time, 
until they could raise a few pounds, so that they 
could go elsewhere. The planter complains that 
he cannot rely on white labour to do the work, 
and as the Secretary for Lands has pointed out, 
the cane must be cut at a certain time, or the 
crop is lost for the season. Now, I am not an 
advocate for cheap labour or low wages in any 
form, if I can possibly help it, but we must be 
regulated by the demand for labour, and I am 
quite sure the difficulty the planters have ex­
perienced in getting the labour they require has 
put thousands of white men out of employment. 
In fact, I know from my experience, and from the 
communications I have had with others, and 
converbations with many working men, that they 
are beginning to see a mistake WaR made in the 
cry raised against South Sea Island labou. I 
do not think the Chief Secretary, in igsuing his 
manifesto, has in any way changed the opinions 
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he expressed years ago. Carefully reading the 
manifesto, anyone will observe that he still has 
the same hopes he had yflars ago of settling small 
farmers on the land to cultivate cane-he still 
thinks that time will come. He still hopes to 
see the colony populated solely by white people 
able and willing to grow cane. No doubt there 
have b~en great abuses in the past in connection 
with the tr:,,ffic. 

Mr. GLASSEY: There will be again. 
Mr. MoMASTER : It must be admitted that 

we have heard of very few abuses for the past 
three or four years. It is a question whether 
there were any abuses in 1890. There are abuses 
in our white immigration. We have had to pay 
very dearly for some of the white immigrants we 
have brought from the old country, and we are 
paying for them to-day very dearly. None of 
the abuses which were so frequent in the South 
Sea Islands eight or nine years ago have taken 
place during the last three or four years. The 
determined stand taken by the Government at 
that time to put down those abuses is a sufficient 
guarantee that they will not be repeaterl in the 
future. Besides, it has been clearly stated 
during this debate that if the planters or the 
recruiters are not more careful in the future 
than they have been in the past, the country will 
rise as one man ttnd abolish the labour altogether. 
I believe, with the hon. member for Rosewood, 
that the real solution of the sugar difficulty is to 
cut up the plantations into small farms of thirty, 
forLy, or fifty acres, on which cane could be 
grown with very little black labour. The cane 
would, with perhaps a little assistance, be pro­
ducerl by the farmer and his family, who will 
work just as they please, without being tied to 
work from a certain hour in the morning to a 
certain honr in the afternoon ; and I believe they 
will work those smn,ll farms with advantage to 
themselves. I have no doubt that was exactly 
what the Chief Secretary intended should be 
done when he issued his manifesto. I have had 
many converbations with my own constituents-· 
I live and move amongst them-on this q_uestion, 
and I know fairly well what their opimons are 
upon it. There are, I may say, hundreds of men 
who some ye:<rs ago were opposed to the intro­
duction of kanakas, but who are now strong advo­
cates for the retention of coloured labour in order 
to prevent the total annihilation of the sugar 
industry. I am certain that this Bill has been 
hailed by thousands in the colony who were 
opposed to lmnaka labour four or five yPars a~::.o, 
believing that white labourers could be got to do 
the work which they have since refused to do. 
It is no use talking about confidence, and to say 
that if you pay the wages you will get thf· work 
done. All confidence is ilone. No man who has 
11ny money will spend rt on improvements or 
invest it in anything that is not a Govern­
ment security, or something of that kind. Con­
fidence is gone, and the working men know 
it, and know it to their cost, and they are 
beginning to see that it is better to retrace the 
steps they took some years ago. It is my inten­
tion to support the second reading _of the Bill. 
I need not say more about it. The subject has 
been very well rlebated during this week and 
last week, and I know that some hon. members 
are opposing it simply because they feel in 
h~nour bound to stand by the pledges they have 
given. Fortunately I have given no pledge. I 
was not sent here as a delegate, but to do the 
best I can for my constituency, and for the 
colony as a whole. If this Parliament is not 
c-:~pable of dealing with this question, I fail to 
see how the next Parliament will be more 
capable. 

Mr. GLASSEY: This Parliament is pledged 
against black labour. 

Mr. MoMASTER : I for one am not pledged 
against it. I take things as they come. Things 
change very much in five years. Things we 
intended to do four years ago we now find to be 
impossible, because circumstances have altered. 
The hon. member for Bundanba, who knows 
very well the condition the colony is in, wants us 
to go to a general election. To go to a general 
election just now would be almost adding insult 
to injury. Hunduds of working men are 
walking about now without employment, 
owing to the want of confidence which 
prevails. Many of them, certainly, go about 
looking for work and !roping they will 
not find it; but there are hundreds of honest, 
hard-working men looking for work and unable 
to obtain it. I dare say the hon. member for 
Bundanba would like a general election every 
six months. I thin1c he will find that three years 
are quite enough. If we are not capable of 
dealing with this question because it is the last 
year of P<trliameut, what sort of legislation shall 
we have when the triennial system comes into 
operation? It will take the next Parliament 
twelve months before it gets properly down to 
work. 

Mr. HOOLAN: Nonsense! 
Mr. Me MASTER : Every man cannot, like 

the junior member for Burke, speak for five 
hours, and roll it out as if he had a roll of cotton. 
It takes a Ministry a whole session before they 
can put before the House a settled progrcmmw. 
Perhaps the hon. member will alter all that 
when he gets a Ministerial portfolio, although 
I do not think he will ever arrive at that position. 

Mr. HOOLAN : I am quite sure be will. 
Mr. MoMASTER: If we are not capable of 

dealing with this que"tion after we have had 
four years' 8Xperience, bow will the next Parlia­
ment deal with it, which will have only one 
session practically in which to do work for the 
colony ? I maintain that this Parliament is 
quite as capable of dealing with this or n,ny 
other question as the Parliament which will 
succeed it. I intenJ to support the Bill. 

Mr. GLASSEY said: Mr. Speaker,-! have 
purposely refrained from ri-ling earlier in the 
evening, so as to give other hon. members an 
opportunity of talking; but ;;eeing that the 
question is likely to be put without any other 
hon. member speaking, of course I mnst take 
this opportunity of saying what I have to say. 
I do not wish to be told afterwards that I rise at 
this particular hour so that I cannot b~ replied 
to. 

Mr. BLACK : I hope your health is all right 
to-night. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I hope it is. Now, the 
speeches made this evening, like thP speeches 
previously deliverecl on this question, imply that 
a large amount of the depression which prevails 
in the colony is owing to the want of black 
labour. That has been answered again and 
again ; it has been shown that there has been 
no want of black labour, but on the c:mtrary, 
that there has been abundance and to spare. I 
am nnt going to argue it any further, because 
it has been demonstrated so often. The speech 
of the Secretary for Lands in pMticular im­
plied that our present condition is owing to 
the injury which the sugar indust-ry has suffered 
in consequence of the want of black litbour. The 
hon. member for Fortitude V alky, of course, 
touched upon a very important que,t.ion, and 
that is that it may suffer in the future when 
black labour ceases. But it will not entirely 
cease. There is more black labour in the colony 
now than can be employed. 

Mr. PHILP : That i~ not so. 
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Mr. GLASSEY: Let me refer to a paragraph 
which appeared in the Bundaberg Star of !Jth 
February. 

Mr. PHILP: That is not the whole colony. 
Mr. GLASSEY: It is a vm·y important 

sugar centre. This report exactly proves what 
I have said, and I presume the report is 
correct. 

Mr. DRAKE : It is a black labour paper 
now. 

Mr. GLASSEY: On the 9th of February, 
this year-that is, before the publication of the 
famous manifesto-this paper say-;, referring 
to the agitation which was then growing in 
favour of the continuation of black labour-

" .A. petition i3 in course of signature in llrisba.ne, 
addres~ed to the members of the Legislative Assembly 
of Queensland, in which the petitioners state 'they 
believe much of the serious condition of affairs re­
ferred to may be attributed to that legislation 
which has deprivecl the Xorthern portions of Queens­
land of coloured labour, and nearly annihUat.ed 
an intlustry \Vhich at one time afforded employ­
ment for many hundreU.s of skilled worknen, and 
led to lar~-a investments of capital in vurious parts 
of the colony.' It is a striking commentary on this 
line of m -,;nment which i·, going to bring back this pre­
VIOUS prosperity wllen we state that the industry has 
not been deprived of coloured labour yet. There are 
more Polyncsians in this district thRn ever there were. 
The plantations are full to overflowing ln anticipation 
of the stoppage of the traffic. Further. there are 
numbers of kanakas walking the main streets, fishing 
on the riverside, or sitting in and r~bout the kanaka 
shops, having no employment. \Ye are informed that 
200 might be hired at once if thev could find em­
ployment; but evidently no one w:tiits them; at least 
no one engaged in c-i.ne cultivation or sugar manu­
fucturo. Or is it because t-hey ask 5s. or 6s. a week, 
'vhereas the new-chum boys can be had for less.'' 

And then it goes on to say tbat in the Mary­
borough diHtrict large numbers of kanakas can 
be engaged, as they were going about idle. That 
i, a report which ap1Jears in one of the papers in 
the Bundaberg district, which is noted for this 
industry. In t(l,lking on this subject last evening 
I stated that one-third of the total product of 
sugar was produced by white labour. 'fhat state­
ment was challenged. 

1\Ir. DALRYMPLE: Contradicted. 
Mr. GLASSEY: \Veil, contradicted; but I 

am going to repeat the statement, and I am going 
to prove it. 

Mr. PATTISON: And you will be con­
tradicted again. 

:Yir. GLASSEY: I am going to prove it from 
an official source. I did not say that one- third 
of the total produ"t was produced exclusi1·ely 
for the m»rket by white men ; but I repeat that 
one-third of the total product of ,<ugar in this 
colony is produced by white labom. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE : That is against your 
own argument. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Th:;~tis not against my own 
argument. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE : \Ve will see about that. 
l\lr. GLASSEY: I say that white labour 

un and does perform the work, both in the 
cultivation and the cutting of cane in some 
respects, and in helping to manufacture it 
and put it into a marketable condition. Now, 
on referring to the report of the leoyal Com­
mission, the members of which were Mr. King, 
the present Secretary fo1· Lands (:}lr. Cow ley ), 
:JJ!d the I '.te Spe,ker (:ililr. Groom), which 
will be found in vol. iv., "Votes and Proceed­
ings" for the ye.1.r 1889, page 62, Messrs. King 
and Cowley say in their report-and I take their 
statemc:nt becanse, of course, they were more 
favourable to the planters'side of the question than 
thehon. member for Toowoomba, Mr. Groom, was 

-they say in their report that about G,OOO 
kanakas were engaged in the sugar industry, 
and according to later returns there are more 
than that now ; and in the same report it says 
that the number of Europeans permanently 
employed in the sugar industry cannot be less 
than from 2,000 to i:>,OOO p~r~ons. I wond':r, 
Mr. SpFJtker, whether from 2,000 to 3,000 will 
not be fully one-third of the G,OOO which are 
mentioned as being kanakas. I think the late 
Secretary for Lauds, Mr. Black, was a little 
hasty when he said that persons w.ho argue !n 
this way show a gross amount of Ignorance m 
talking as they do. 

Mr. BLACK: You are m'tking it worse now. 
Your contention was that one.third of the sugar 
was grown by white labour exclusively. 

Mr. GLASSEY: It was not. I am not 
going to be trapped in that way. I 
refer the hon. member to my remarks in 
Hanscwd. I repeat that one-third of the total 
product of sugar in Queensland i.s produced ?Y 
white labour, and I can prove It from official 
documents now before this Chamber. I deny 
that it is excluRively grown by kanakas, and I 
am supported in my statement by the manifestO' 
issued by the Chief Secretary, which says that 
white labour has performed its work with 
conspicuous success, notably on the Herbert 
River and in the Bundaberg district,. and at 
]\/[ackay. I sa.y that if there '!'as not a 
single kanaka or coloured labourer m Queens­
land to.morrow, sugar would be grown by 
white labour. Bundaberg was my first home 
when I came here, and I went carefully into 
the matter and travelled the fields over and 
over again, and I have visited the district 
many times since. I have seen sugar produced 
from the time it was planted until it was manu­
factured and bagged. This work can all be 
performed by white labour; it is purely a que'· 
ticn of pay. 

An HoxocRABLE ME1IBER: It could not be 
c:trried on at a profit. 

Mr. GLASSEY: That is another matter. 
Now, I ha vu no fault to find with the advocateR of 
this particular kind of labour. They have a 
perfect right to do as they are doing. I oppose 
them honestly, and have no doubt they are 
acting honestly also. It is just a question of 
wages. If the sugar industry cannot afford to 
pay wages that a white man can live upon, 
what is the real worth of it to white people? 
If it will not allow them to keep themselves and 
their families in the ordinary comforts of life, it 
is not inuch use so far as they are concerned. Of 
course it m(ty be argued on the other hand, with 
a certain amount of truth, that half a loaf is 
better tha11 no bread ; but can it be argued from 
that, that if we had not the sugar industry there 
would be no bread for a large number? 

An HoNOUl\ABLE ME}IBER: How about the 
engineers? 

1\fr. GLASSEY : I have heard a good deal 
about those engineers employed in the manu­
facture of sugar machinery, and before this Bill 
bas passed through this House we will hav~ an 
opportunity of going more fully into. that matter, 
and there will be some testimony to show that 
many of the statements we have heard in 
re,ard to the maohinery will not bear strict 
sc~ntin;~' or a thorough investigation. Then .we 
are told that there are very few krmakas commg 
into competition with white men. There is 
a considerable amount of competition even now 
in the Bundaberg district, and, in support of my 
statement, I will now quote a letter written to 
the Bundaverg Star of 5th April, by Mr. G. J. 



Paoijio Island Labourers [7 APRIL.] (E;:rtension) Bill. 191 

Hall, who is referring to a meeting lately held 
by Mr . .Adams, the member for the district. He 
says-

" I offer the following to llfr. A dams, and request him 
to make all the me of it he feels disposed. I hear on 
reliable information from three pnrties within two days 
that alre~dy the proprietors of Rubyana plantation 
are eff.ect1ng a. change on their plantation-namely, 
extendrng the Industry, the staff consisting of the 
manager, one overseer, one fitter, and thirty kanakas. 
The latter are principally engaged in taking to pieces 
the machinery, loading and carting it to t.he river clear­
ing bricks, and, in fact, doing work that should in ~ll fah·~ 
ness be done by white labour-work that some white men 
have applied for and have been refused, while the kanakas 
are kept fully employed. I am given to understand that 
tenders had been called for this work. The firms which 
tendered would, of course, have em_ployed white labour 
and tendered accordingly. Every tender was over bi{)'h 
and declined, the owners averring they could do 

0

it 
che~per by day labour. They are now doing the work with 
the kanakas. as I before stated. Is this tropical a{)'ricul­
ture t :Jir. Adams willverhaps tell us if this is ;ithin 
the law? And does it increase work for white men 
other than cause them to make out tenders at con­
siderable cost for work that is only intended to be done 
by kanakas? :\Iany people ask, Where is the Government 
inspector F' 

\Ve are told this Bill will prevent a repetition of 
that. If so, we must have fresh adm1mstrators 
of the law. So long as we have magiBtrates of 
the territory in these sugar-growing districts, and 
any abuses come before them, they will receive 
scant justice. I go further and say that if this 
Bill is to have that effect we must have new 
fur;ctionaries and more vigour and determination. 
It IS clear that these abuses are going on eYen 
now in the presence of certain persons whose 
duty it is to put them down. .And as Ion~ as 
persons engaged in an industry where ab~ses 
may arise occupy positions as magistrates is it 
likely that they are going to put down these 
abuses while they bring them a profit ? A lar~e 
nu~nberof them are doing this at the present tim';,, 
It IS only reasonable to suppose that planters as 
well as other people will get their work done as 
cheaply as possible. And if we pass as many 
Bills as will flood the table of the House the 
abuses connected with tl. e employment of ka~akas 
cannot be put down. No doubt the Government 
have the very best intentions, but they will not 
be able to prevent abuses, becauRe circumstances 
are t.::o strong for them. It is not my intention 
at this late hour to take up much time ; but I 
believe there is a strong feeling in the minds of a 
considerable number of members that the feeling 
of the electors should be tested, and in order that 
the opinion of the electors may be ascertained I 
will mo,-e the additio11 of these words at the end 
of the motion : ".And then referred to the 
electors of the colony." 

The SPEAKER: I cannot accept the hon. 
member's amendment. According to the rules 
of the House, an amendment on a motion for 
the second reading for the omission of words 
having been negatived, no other amendment can 
be put In May's "Parliamentary Practice," at 
page 321, it is stated that-

H In the case of a second reading or other stage of a 
llill, however, it is not allowable to add words to the 
question after the House has decided that words pro~ 
posed to be left out should stand part of that question. 
Every stage of a Bill, being founded upon a previous 
order of the House, is passed by means of a recognised 
formula, and may be postponed or arrested by acknow­
ledged forms of amendment, but when any such amend­
ment has been negatived, no olher amendment by way 
of additim1 to the question P'tn be proposed, which L3 

· not, in some degree, inconsistent with the previous 
determination of the House; and it has_, therefore, never 
been permitted." 

Mr. GLASSEY: I should be the last to 
question your ruling, Mr. Speaker. My object 
wa,R to give hon. members an opportunity of 
declaring their votes in favour of referring the 
question to the constituencies. If they decide 
in favour of the reintroduction of black labour, 

I as a citizen will bow to their decision ; but in 
the meantime I believe that the feeling of the 
people is against the proposal. Every day this 
debate goes on confirms me in the belief that 
such is the case, and only to-day I received a 
wire from Charleville, stating that it was 
declared at an enthusiastic mf'etinb that, 
inasmuch a,, the country has already pro­
nounced judgment against thll continuation of 
the traffic, it is necessary that the electors 
should be consulted on the question. In fact, 
that is the general feeling ; and I say it is not 
wise for the Government to force this question 
through because they have a strong majority at 
their hack. I have other reasons for opposing 
this Bill, bnt my strongest reason is that this 
House is pledged up to the hilt against the con­
tinuance of the traffic, and the people of the 
colony have not had an opportunity of expressing 
their opinion upon it. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE said: l\Ir. Speaker,­
The hon. member is exceedingly anxious appa­
rently to obtain the opinion of the people of the 
colony on this question. I remember that in the 
course of this Parliament the salary of members 
of Parliament was raised from £200 to £300. 
I do not think the people of the colony were 
consulted in that matter; but the hon. mcomber, 
in conjunction with other hon. member,, has 
accepted that sum. Some people would pro­
bably think that the hon. member for Bundanba 
and the hon. member for Enoggera have been 
got at by the capitalists of the colony. There 
have been a good many charges made against 
people with regard to being at the beck and call 
of the capitalist. The Press of the color,y has 
been charged with being a capitalistic Press; 
but I say that snch a chotrge as I have stated 
might equally well be made against tho,;e two 
hon. members. 'What is it they are attempting 
to do? To take the bread out of the mouths 
of 25,000 people-to reduce a large number of 
people to poverty. 

Mr. DRAKE : Don't talk nonsense. 
Mr. DALRY:\1PLID : I am not in the habit 

of talking nonsense. I leave that to a supporter 
of the hem. member who interrur;tecl me-whose 
long addrese which he delivered y~sterday was 
termed "balderdash" by the Press of the colony. 
When I speak I do not talk halderdash, at any 
rate. I say that the direct effect of seriously 
interfering with the sugar industry must be to 
increase poverty, distress, and depression in 
the colony. If I were a representative of the 
planters-which I emphatically deny-then the 
policy of those two hon. members would meet with 
my support. But I am no more the representa­
tive of the planters of the colony than the hon. 
member for Bnndanba is the representative of 
the coal-owners of the colony. I rc;present the 
people of Mackay, and in the capacity of their 
representative I speak. I say that from the 
beginning of this debate to the present time the 
hon. members have never met the contentions 
of the Chief Secretary. The hon. member for 
Bundanba hag said that the arguments brought 
forward by that hon. gentleman were weal:, 
flimsy, and poor; but he never attempted 
to show that they were so. .And the hon. 
member for I~nogg€ra-a n1ernber of a learned 
profession, who knows the canons of proof and 
disproof-he contented himself, in a cheap 
manner, by saying that the arguments of the 
Chief Secretary were illogical. Is that the way 
the hon. gentleman deals with a case in court? 
Does he s:ty, "Your Honour the Chief Justice,­
Ail I have to remark is that the contention of the 
opposing counsel and the facts that ;;re brought 
against me are unsubstantial and illogical?" 
Does he suppose he can get a verdict on that? 
If these matters are requirecl in the courts of the 
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realm, if facts are required to be met with facts 
and proof, if arguments are required to be met 
with disproof, why is it? It is because the c<mrts 
of the colony want the truth. And if it is 
important for the courts in the case of a single 
individual to get the truth, is it not important in 
this tribunal that the truth shall be put forward? 
I say that from the very beginning of this discus­
sion the contentions of the Chief Secretary 
have never been met. 'Vhat are those conten· 
tions? 

Mr. DRAKE: You contradicted them. 
Mr. DALRYMPLE : Contradictions are very 

cheap, indeed. 'V e want proof, we want facts 
given to show the reac-ons why those contra· 
dictions aru made, and this House, I have no 
doubt, will attach due importance to thAm. But 
it is no use to make empty assertions like those 
made by the bon. member for Bundanba. How 
are we to regard the statements of an hem. 
member who praise;; a sp3ech which the Press of 
the colony has denoun@ed ns wind, <lescribing the 
hon. member who delivered it a" a windbag? And 
yet the hon. member for Bundanba talks of that 
speech as a most able and eloquent one! The 
Press of the colony, I presume, are impartial, or 
at any x<ete they are a judge of English. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Are they? 
Mr. DALRYMPLE: I am very glad to find 

that I am exciting interruptions. I like to see 
a rebound myself, because I know Ly it that I 
have hit somebody; I believe I have turned a 
stone beneath which are the insects of falbehood, 
and the insects are squirming. I believe that 
when an hon. member admires a speech which 
the Press of the colony calls "rhodomontade," 
it, is a compliment to the Chief Secretary 
when that member says the arguments of the 
hon. gentleman are flimsy. The hon. mem­
ber does not know what a good argument 
is ; he does not know what a bad argument 
is ; he does not know what common sense is ; he 
does not know what the Press cn,ll "balderdash" 
is. Therefore I have no reli.'nce on his judgment. 
It is quite possible, as I Lelieve the Chief Secre­
tary said on one occ1tsion, to pour wisdom into 
people's heads, but if there is nothing to receive 
that wisdom it will have no effect, and they will 
not care. I am very glad that hon. members 
over thc're are excited. I am very glad to have 
an opportunity of saying a few words with regard 
to what the hon. member for Bundanba ;ays, 
and which he usually says at an hour of the 
evening when, out of deference to the House, I 
do not care to address you, !VIr. Speaker. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Why did not you address 
the House when the question was going to be 
put? Tbe question was about to be put when I 
spoke. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE: The more excitement 
there is on that cross-hench the better I am satis­
fied; it shows tbat my shots areg·oing home; it is 
something like the interlude in the battle of 
Prague, which they e'<ll the cries of the wounded. 
'Vho is it that oppose the measures of the 
Chief Secretary? Those who profess that tbey 
represent the working men of the colony, and 
yet they want to de<truy one of the chief sources 
of employment-for whatever they mean to 
do I know what the effect of their actions 
will be if snccesqful. There are plenty of 
people who attempt to do good, and succeed 
in dning more harm than if they attempted 
to do harm ; they err from ignorancn. I 
Lelieve that it is quite possible for people who 
attempt to do good to the working men of the 
colony to do the greateet amount of evil to them. 
I do not charge the men who have upset the in· 
dustries of the colony with attempting to do 
harm, but thei( ignorance led them to do the 
greatest harm to those whose interests they pro-

fessed to advance. That is a notorious fact. 
And with regard to tbe sugar industry I say that 
the men who make the most noise about it, and 
tell us that it is degrading and so forth to em· 
ploy kanaka labour, know least c.bout that in· 
dnstry. There is the hon. member for Enoggera. 
I do not suppose he ever worked in a sugar-mill 
or grew cane. 

Mr. DRAKE : Did you? 

Mr. DALRYMPLE .: I have grown cane, 
and I have put money into a sugar-mill and lost 
by it. The hon. member really and truly knows 
nothing whatever about the subject. I believe 
the hon. member is a very good lawyer. I 
sincerely hope he is; but if his knowledge of law 
is to be measured by his knowledge of sugar, 
Hea.ven help his clients. 'Vhat does the hon. 
member for Bundanba know about sugar? He 
certainly travels over the colony in pursuit of his 
business. He has been in a cotton factory, I 
remember he told us, on one occasion. He has been 
in a coalmine on one occasion, and he has pursued 
other avocations, and knows everything about 
every matter. He reminds me of an obser;·ation a 
gentleman once made about Lord Macanlay, 
when he said that he wished he was as certain 
of any one thing in the universe as Lord 
JI.Iacaulay was of everything. I only wish I 
knew a tenth part of what the hon. member 
professes to know about everything. The hon. 
member for llarcoo, Mr. Ryan, says that his 
constituents are opposed to black labour, ~tnd 
intend to resist tooth and nail the measures 
proposed by the Chief Secretary. Do they 
know anything at all about the matter? 
I think they remember-and I have no doubt 
that is the source of their prejudice- that 
years ago, under totally different conditions, 
and before the Government interfered, and prior 
to the passing of any restrictive measures in re­
ference to the labour trade, at the time Captain 
Towns began "' plantation, kanakas spread over 
the colony, went out 'Vest, and were employed 
on some of the stations. That I deplore. But 
that is not a reason for objecting to the intra· 
dnction of Polynesians now. It does not show 
that the constituents of the hon. member have 
any knowledge of the qubtion. before the 
House. They are not brought m to contact 
with Polynesians, and, therefore, so far as their 
opinion is concerne:l, it is worth practically 
nothing a'' compared with the opinions of con­
stituents· such as I represent, who are brought 
into contact with Polynesians continually, who 
are perfectly able to judge as to the injury they 
do the colony, and who are also pe.rfectly able to 
judge as to tbe benefit they do the colony. If 
the constituents of the Hon. the Secretary for 
Lands, the constituents of the hon. member for 
Townsville, and the constituents of other hon. 
members who know all about these matters, say, 
as my constituents urge in the petitions which they 
have sent to the House-and they are not petitions 
from planters, but farmers, settlers, and working 
men-that the greater·t disasters will accrue to 
them if Polynesians are not allowed to be intro­
duced, I should like hon. members who inter­
fere to gain some knowledge of the subject, and 
not, in their zeal to represent their constituents, 
do a deep and deadly injury to the constituents 
of other hon. members. Another objection 
has been taken this evening, and I must admit 
that it is a perfectly "onnd and valid objection 
on the face of it. But a good many objections 
which, 0n the face of them, are sound, bear a 
different aspect on examination, as perhaps hon. 
members have often found out in taking money 
which looks sound, and which you may 
think to be sound until you ring it. An objec­
tion has been taken by hon. members, in good 
faith, I do not doubt, on moral grounds. A good 
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many members, who apparently had no other 
objection to fall back upon, raised themselves 
on to a pinnacle about as high as the Eiffel Tower, 
and from that looked down with complacency 
on other mortals from their high moral ground. 
The moral grounds in this particular case are 
sound enough, grounds which I respect myself. 
They say the mortality amongst Polynesians is 
abnormal as compared with the mortality of 
Europeans in this colony. That is undoubtedly 
true, and if it could be shown that this abnormal 
mortality amongst Polynesians in this colony is 
the result of ill-tr8atment in anyway, then I 
say that the interests of my constituents would 
not induce me to vote for any such measure 
as this. But, Sir, every precaution is taken by 
the Government that they should receive care­
ful treatment. They have inspectors and can 
report to their inspectors, and their. reports will 
be taken notice of ; in case any uf them should 
be sick arrangements are made by which doctors 
visit their plantation•, and hospitals are built 
for them. I unhesitatingly say that no neglect 
whatever of the Polynesians can Le found, and 
they receh·e more medical attendance in 
time of sickness than hundreds of men out 
'Vest receive, or than I have received my­
self many a time. It is, neyertheless, true, 
and it requires explanation, that the death­
rate amongst Polynesians in the colony is 
great as compared with the death-rate amongot 
Europeans. But as I have observed myself 
before now, and as I think the hon. member for 
Logan told the House, if you are going to make 
a comparison at all you should compare things on 
the same plane. It is perfectly ridiculous to go 
and compare the death-rate amongst Polynesians 
in this colony with the death-rate amongst 
Europeans, unlessyoucanshowthat the death-rate 
ofPolynesians under normal conditions, when they 
are in their own islands, is the same as the death­
rate amongst Europeans in thi.s colony. "\Veil, 
that cannot be shown because it is not so. The 
death-rate of Polynesians from some cit·cum­
stances-it may be the will of God, and ulti­
mately, I presume, it must be-is in their own 
islands obviously enormously in excess of the 
death-rate amongst Europeans in this colony. I 
willjustgiveyoua few factswhichithink are of 
use, and which I think should be placed in the 
poss£sRion of the House to enable hon. members to 
come to a proper decision upon this. view of the 
question. I assert that there is no neglect of the 
Polynesians in this colony, and I assert that the 
death-rate amongst them is excessive as com­
pared with that amongst Europeans, whether 
they come here or remain in their own country. 
In Tonga in 1847 there were some 40,000 or 
50,000 people; now there are 10,000. If that 
had been a European population it would 
probably now be 150,000; it is 10,000. In the 
Society Islands in Captain Cook's time the 
population was about 68,000; the population 
there now is 9, 000. There are no planters 
there; I believe there are missionaries. In 
the Marquesas Islands in 1870 there were 
50,000 natives, in 1879 there were 4,000. Then 
at Anietam, in the 1'1 ew Hebrides, there were 
12,000 people some twenty-five years ago. There 
is no recruiting in any of these places ; there are 
missionaries there, and at Anietam the popula­
tion is now 2,000. Take the Sandwich Islands 
and the natives there; or take the Maories of 
New Zealand, ihey are a declining race. I do 
not know to what this can be attributed. 

An HoNOvR-~BLE MEMBER: Rnm. 
Mr. DALRYMPLE: I do not know that 

there is as much rum in those islands as there is 
in the electorate of the hon. member who inter­
rupts me. Here, in their islands-where the 
conditions are normal and favourable ; where 

1892-o 

they have missionaries; where they have no 
violent wars and no recruiting-instead of in­
creasing, as Europeans would do, these people are 
declining. That should make any reasonable 
m'tn hesitate before he comes to the con­
clusion that the mere fact of bringing them 
here increases the death-rate amongst them 
abnormally, I do not think that any such thing 
can be alleged or can be supported by a particle 
of proof if it is alleged. As I have said before, 
whatever the cause of the high death-rate may 
be, it cannot be attributed to any neglect of the 
islanders here. Assuming that the mere fac~ of 
these people coming here produces the high 
death-rate, I would say that Englishmen, Irish­
men, Scotchmen, and Europeans generally, 
go to India and to the "\V est Coast of Africa, 
where certaiuly the mortality amongst them 
is greater than at home. No doubt amongst the 
Saxons who swarmed over from the Elbe and 
came to Britain, and amongst the Normans who 
came OVf'l' from France, the death-rate was 
greater than it would have been amongst them if 
they had remained at home. I have no doubt 
that when America was stocked by the Pilgrim 
!lathers, and when Virginia was settled, the 
mortality amongst those people was greater than 
it would have been if they had stopped at home. 
It may be that the extension of civilisation is 
wrong when it involvea an increased death-rate. 
I do not know that that should stop progress in 
other respects. If the loss of any human life is 
to he a bar to all progress, the sooner we tear up 
our railways and do away with our coal pits the 
better. I believe that on the whole it is advan­
tageous to the islanders to bring them here. It 
is possible that it may be disadmntageous to 
the missionarie,, some of whom, I believe, 
desire to pay their way. They have ,Pocoanut 
plantations, and they want labour. If labour is 
cheap here, it is far cheaper to the mission­
aries. Again, and this is a point I wish the 
House to pay some attention to-people talk 
about the ships being sent to the South Sea 
Islands to take away "boys." They do not go 
there to take away boys any more than the 
"Arrawatta" goes to Sydney to take away 
people from Sydney and bring them here. Men 
simply take a vessel down to the i"lands, and if 
any of the islanders choose to take a trip to 
Queensland they can do so. No one makes them 
come; they come voluntarily, and are protected if 
they do, though in some case.; the people brought 
here from Sydney do not want to come, and 
are brought here very much against their will. 
The ialanders come here of their own will as 
voluntary passengers. Some of the matters re­
ferred to hy the llev. Mr. Paton, I remember, 
as they were brought forward a session or two 
ago. This is one of the cases inquired into 
by the High Commissioner, who came to the 
same conclusion upon it, after inquiry, as I 
L~me to after reading Dr. Paton's statement 
of it. He said that two boys were taken 
away by a ship, but the facts were that he 
declined to allow them to go. They cleared 
out from the missionary, probably thinking 
that, no matter what advantages he offered 
them hereafter, he did not offer sufficient in the 
meantime. They left the missionary, and followed 
the boat along the coast for a mile or two. They 
hailed the boat, and as those in it would not put 
back for them they swam out to the boat ; and 
this sort of thing is called "a kanaka outrage." 
Now, that shows this: that the Polynesians are 
certainly anxious to come to this colony. There­
fore, I say, to go and make the objection to the 
traffic on theground that these "boyB" are taken 
away is monstrously unjust. I believe at the 
present t1me, from a reporb which I saw to-day 
in the Cou1·ier or Observer, the captain of a 
vessel tells us that the " boys" know that 



194 Pacific Island Labourers. [.A.SSEM.BLY.] (E;dension) Bill. 

free passages which they could get some time 
ago were suspended, and they are exceedingly 
anxious to obtain the benefit of those free 
passages again. As I have been induced to 
speak I think I may run over several of the 
statements which were made by the Chief 
Secretary, and which I &ay no one who has opposed 
the measure of the Government has ever 
attempted to deal with. Here is the firgt one. 
When the Chief Secretary brings forward a 
series of propositions and founds certain con­
clusions upon them, it is the duty of any 
intelligent person to understand the proposi­
tions in the first place. or find fault with 
the reasoning if it is not true or is materially 
incorrect. Hon. members have avoided that 
task for some reason which is probably satis­
factory to themselves. The Chief Secretary is 
entrenched in his citadel. Probably those hon. 
gentlemen may imagine that the days of miracles 
have not yet cea,sed, and like the children of 
Israel they walk round the city of Jericho and 
blow loudly. I do not know that hon. members 
have done much else, but the citadel has not 
fallen, and it will require a different class of 
attttck to make it fall. It is said by the Chief 
Secretary that the sugttr industry offers tt field 
for the settlement of numberless families on 
the land. Can anyone doubt thttt? The field is 
large and the labourers are few. The hon. mem­
ber for Bundttnba told us that the planters in 
the North had hundreds of thousands of acres 
in their hands, which is a statement the resnlt of 
ttn interview by a representative of the hon. 
member for Toowoomba who wtts sent to 
inf[uire. There were hundreds of thousands of 
acres in the hands of the planters, and he came 
to that conclusion because a certttin ttmount of 
hnd ha,P. been taken up. But it does not in the 
least follow it wtts taken up by the plant8rs. And 
he also stttted that Mr. Duffy, a gentleman who 
lives in Bundttberg, had attributed the failure 
of the planters to the fttct that they bad 
bought lttnd at £1 an acre which was now 
worth £40 an acre, while land to grow maize 
was only worth £2 an acre. If the plttnters 
httd got that quantity of land, thttt would 
simply be the means by which they could 
httve snttpped their fingers ttt the industry. 
They held the land, it is .sttid. If they got it for 
£1 an ttcre and it was worth £40 an acre, they 
need not trouble much about the sugar industry. 
They would be able to retire upon the £40 ttn acre. 
These lands are untilled at present, firstly, owing 
to the fact that it would be unprofit• ble to till 
them, and the hon. member wants to make the 
expense still greater, and the loss still greater, 
to prevent any profit being made. He is, in bet, 
assisting to keep these thousands of acres idle 
and in a stttte of jungle, whereas they might be 
cultivated and covered with a thriving popultt­
tion. The hon. member wishes to take away all 
interest in these lands, to increttse the co;,t of 
production, and to render the work of settlers pro­
fitless. I say the first proposition of the Chief 
Secretary has not been shaken. Then we are 
told there is an illimitttble field for the settlement 
of families on the land. There are 400,000 
people in the colony-a colony as big as :France, 
Germany, and the United Kingdom. The next 
proposition that the Chief Secretary publishes 
in his manifesto is this : "It is r~roved that 
Europettns cannot engage in work of this 
class until certain preliminary work has 
been done." That, I hold, is perfectly true. 
So far as I know it is the contention of 
some of those hon. members, and therefore 
they cannot possibly find bult with that 
proposition. ''In many cases it htts not been 
done." That also is perfectly true, becttuse there 
appear to be thousands of acres, and no one is 
doing anything with them. Some of the land is 
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in the hands of the State, and the State is doing 
about as much as a good many others are doing­
it is doing nothing. "In mttny cases it has not 
been done, because the necessary labour is not 
here." Does not everyone know that thttt is 
perfectly true? Acres of the richest soil, 
with the most bvoumble climatic conditions, 
remain untilled. The Chief Secretary then shows 
that the necessary labour is not here and cannot 
for some time be brought here. That is C[Uite 
evident. In the firilt place, there would be an 
objection on the part of the House to import 
labour, and the immigration system has properly 
been discontinued. There i~ not the slightest 
prospect of the lttbour coming to this colony to 
settle on that soil ttnd cultivate it. 'rhe 
hon. member for Barcoo talks about the 
probable supercession of cane by beet sugar, 
but that has been contradicted by the 
Secretary for Lands; but I hope he will ren:emher 
that even if cane sugar is driven out of the 
market by beet sugar, it will be in spite of the 
fact thttt cane sugttr cannot compete with beet 
sugar without the cane sugar being handicttpped, 
There is a big bonus given on beet sugttr. Any­
one who grows beet can go and lose ·£4 
a ton, 8.nd the Government giv)l him £8 
a ton. Consef[uently, he mttkes £4 tt ton. 
The sttme thing takes plttce in America. They 
get tt very big bonus, but it m::ty httppen 
thttt the bonus will be dropped; it may happen 
thttt there wiil be tt Euro!Jettn Wn'. The Uhief 
Secretary then flays, very properly, that before 
the !ttbour can be brought here-before the 
industrv can be extended-there is a great 
danger "that this means of employment will to a 
great extent have disappeared. Thttt is the 
position at present. It is quite possible that in 
the future ougar produced from cane will be 
able to compete with sugar produced from 
beet. It would be so were it not for the 
artificittl conditions. It may be so if we get 
whttt the F.uropeans and Americans get--if we 
get tt bonus to make up for the use of white 
labour exclusively .. Buc in the meantime the 
industry i" seriously depressed; mills are con­
tinuing to be thrown out of gear, and if the cane 
cultivation is ab~ndoned, and the country resolves 
into a wilderness again, it will be as difficult to 
restore the industry as it was to commence it. 
In endeavouring to sanction for a time the con­
tinuation of the introduction of coloured labour, 
the Chief Secretary is doing his best to prevent 
a serious loss to the colony, and to prevent the 
innustry from becoming so restricted that a great 
loss would fall upon the working men of the 
colony. Not only would loss fall upon the 
working men, but future prospects of great 
magnitude which were visible would be alto­
gether blighted. At a crisis of this sort 
it is the duty of all who have the good 
of the colony at heart t<l do all in their 
power to ttvert consequences winch may be dis­
astrous. I do not know what pledges the Chief 
Secretary may have given; but I believe that 
whatever pledges he has given he will con· 
scientiously adhere to; but this I say: that when 
tt man sees that the consequences of '""rrying out 
the pledges be has given will be disaqtrous to 
other people, he will be a better man if he will 
boldly face the position, and say, "I will break 
my pledge, ttnd trust myself to the int:lligence 
of my constituents," mther than keep h1s pledge 
and h>t\e the stttisbction of saying, "vVhttt a con­
sistent man I am, and you will have to pay for it." 
As far as I am concerned, in supp01ting this 
measure I am doing my duty to my constituents. 
\Vhen mining interests ttre concerned here we 
do not interfere in mtttters with respect to which 
the mining members are better informed than 
we are. We do not tell them how they are to 
work their mines; we do not place restrictions 
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in the way of working their mines. \Ve assume 
that in matters with which they are familiar 
they are better authorities than we are. And it 
is not too much to say that in matters affecting 
our own constituencies we are better authori­
ties and better judges than anybody else 
can be. Whatever reputation may ><ttach to a 
constituency in which Polynesians are employed, 
I do not know that the hon. member, Mr. Black, 
or myself are degraded men or bad men, any 
more than the representatives of great mining 
constituencies in the far North, or of agricultural 
electorates of the South. At any rate, we are far 
better judges upon matters connected with those 
Polynesians than persons who come here with very 
little knowledge of the subject, and who seem to 
be solely animated with a desire to be consistent. 
But anybody can be comistent. Consistency is 
often but another word for stupidity. A man 
who holds the same opinions from childhood to 
old age, and never dreams of revising them, may 
be a consistent man, but he is a man whom I 
should like to know at a great distance. Seeing 
the lateness of the hour, and knowing that I 
shall have plenty of opportunities of dealing with 

· this matter afterwards, I shall content myself 
now by refuting one more statement of the hon. 
member for Bundanba. That hon. member 
referred to a statement made by the hon. 
member for Townsville, Mr. Philp, that the town 
of Mackay had declined and decreased in popu­
lation. The hon. member for Bundanba, with 
that facility for obtaining figures which is a 
feature of his character, and with that extra­
ordinary inability to draw correct conclusions 
which is also a feature of his character, dis­
covered that by comparing the census returns of 
1880 with those of 1800, there was very little dif­
ference, and therefore he said the population had 
not decreased. If the hon. member was familiar 
with goldfields, he would ktuw thac at one time 
there was nobody there, that at another time 
there was 10,000 people on the spot, and that 
probably a year afterwarlls the place was again 
desolate. \Vould the hon. member infer that 
there had never been anybody there. I know 
of my own knowledge that in ~885-there were 
no census returns that year-when the sugar 
industry wa; prosperous, the population of 
Mackay was far greater than it is now. I 
grant that the population in 1880 and in 1890 
may have been much about the same, but 
that does not prove th"'t in 1890 Mackay 
was prosperous. \Ve want to know what was 
the increase in the population of .1\bckay during 
the ten years preceding 1880. Speaking off­
hand, I say there was an enormous increa'e 
during those ten years. Although the popu­
lation of Mackay in 1880 and in 18HO may have 
been about the same, the hon. member lo<es 
sight of the fact that in the former year the 
proportion of adults was far greater. Since that 
date men had gone away in search of work, 
leaving their families behind them; and families 
may go on increasing while the wage-earner3 
decrease. So far as Mackay is concerned, the 
·population, in spite of the development of a few 
diggings in the neighbourhood, is less by 1,500 
than it was when the sugar industry was in a 
more prosperous state. The hon. member may 
just as well maintain that because the population 
of Br,sbane was greater in 1890 than it was in 
1880, therefore Brisbane is prosperous. It is just 
as true that Brisbane is prosperous as that 
Mackay is prosperous. If a man is to be executed 
to-morrow, however fat he may be, and however 
well fed he may be, he could not be accounted a 
prosperous man. It was said by one hon. 
member that there are 2,000 Polynesians in 
the colony who cannot get employment. 
That, of course, was refuted by the Secretary 
for Lands. I had the figures myself, and I 

intended to refute the statement had the hon. 
gentleman not clone so. However, assuming that 
there were 2, 000 Polynesians disengaged, the 
reason for that-assuming that they had pre­
sented themselves for employment-would be 
very largely because people could not see 
the future. Is a man, I should Jike to know, 
going to engage men to develop the working" 
of a mine when he knows perfectly well 
that it will "peter" out i,. a fortnight? Is 
a man s-oing to in vest large sums of money in 
conductmg a business when he knows that it will 
come to an end from the want of some material 
factor in a very short time? \Vhatever the hon. 
member may say, I claim to be as well able to 
judge accurately as the hon. member for Bun­
danba. I do not think that is an unrc:tsonable 
claim to make; and ,,hatever he may say, I 
contend that some of the want of employment in 
the colony is owing to the want of ability to see 
the future of the sugar industry. Men will not 
expend mont>y ; men will not put up buildings; 
men will not even do more than repair and 
hang on from day to day, if they believe that the 
end of the industry is close at hand. Now, I 
shall have opportunities to say more on this 
subject. I have got a great many of the state­
ments of the hon. member for Bundanba which 
I am desirous of contradicting; but I shall have 
an opportunity of talking again, so I shall not 
trespass upon the good-nature of the House any 
further. I can assure the House that it is 
with a very considerable amount of reluctance that 
I have spoken at this late hour of the evening. 
Nothing but a sense of duty and a feeling that 
statements are made in this House from day to 
day which are not contradicted, and which 
should be contradicted, have led me to occupy 
your time, Sir, and that of the House during the 
last, probably, thirty minutes. 

Mr. HOOLAN said: Mr. Speaker,-By this 
time we are quite lost in a labyrinth of accusa­
tions and arguments, of truth and falsehood. 
Pre.umably it is useless to offer any further 
opposition to the Bill, and it is not my intention 
to do so. It appears to be, as the very wise 
hon. member for Mackay, Mr. Dalrymple, said 
useless to utter any more from the side of 
ignorance. \V ell, we will keep our ignorance 
bottled np for the country, and try and infect 
the people with a little of the ign;>rance that 
we bring into this Chamber. \Ve wrll also give 
the hon. member for Mackay an opportunity of 
bestowing some of that precious fount of 
wisdom which kind nature has so freely 
bestowed upon him, upon the electors of the 
colony. We shall see which of us will come off 
best when the proper time arrivE·~. There is one 
thing I have learned from the hon. member for 
Mackay, and that is the source from whence the 
inspiration that has led the Chief Secretary to 
issue his famous manifesto has sprung. It has 
been a mystery to us whence the inspirati:Jn 
came, and what led to the remarkable chan!\e of 
front which the Chief Secretary has proclarmed 
to the world in his precious manifesto. We now 
know that it is from this gentleman who claims 
to be the guardian angel not only of this 
Assembly but of the Parliament-the hon. 
member for Mackay. He proclaims the fact 
himself. I have neither feeling of love nor 
hatred towards the hon. gentleman, and I 
really would not impute either proper or 
improper motives, either wise or unwise motives, 
to the hon. gentleman. He is a perfect stranger 
to me ; but from what I hear in this House, he 
sets himself up to be not only the guardian angel 
of this House, and of all our laws, but also of all 
the white races and the black races of the 
colony also. We will accept him as a 
prophet-as someone inspired, as a seer, 
as someone endowed with more thn,n human 
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knowledge, as a man endowed with super­
human powers. We will also accept his 
teachings, and also, so far as they concern 
the hon. member for Bundanba, we will 
accept his statements, and look upon that hon. 
member as a vile thief, as a notoriou8 rogue who 
works for evil ends, rtnd who carries his evil 
opinions in his coat po.cket; who carries them home 
to his wife and family, into the sanctity of his 
own home, and who distributes them broadcast 
over the country. We will freely acknowledge 
that the hon. member for :Mackay is the 
angel of all good. vV e will also retum him 
our sincerest thanks for putting us on the 
1-igh t track with regard to the Chief Secretary 
and his manifesto. The hon. gentleman referred 
to us as the children of Israel who blew theic 
trumpets around the w.tlls of a certain city, and 
he hopes that the walls will fall and crush us and 
not those inside the citadel. I do not know 
whether he takes his inspiration from our personal 
appearance or not ; but I should certainly say 
that if there is any member who personifies the 
long lost tribes in this Assembly it is the hon. 
member himself. Certainly that illustration 
might very well go home to himself, for we at 
least can boast that whatever there may be 
against us-there may be a great deal o'f the 
fiend about us, or there may be something 
inhuman in us, or something diabolical, or 
even murderous in our aspect-still we 
proudly claim that there is none of the Jew. 
If the hon. member for Mackay could say as 
much, it would be a very proud day for him. 
\Ve have no sinister motives. If the working 
men of the colony do not like to believe in our 
arguments, which are sincere, let them believe 
the other thing. It is not from motives of 
cupidity that we take up the stand we do, and 
try to argue against this black labour. It is from 
the very highest and purest moti,·es that could 
actuate any man. The hon. member's arguments 
presumably are based on the side of gain, whilst 
our arguments are based on the social side of life. 
His is, how much the sugar the country can put 
out yearly; how much can be made out of it; 
how much will the white man get; how much 
will the colony get? The whole of the argu­
ments on the other side are based upon £ s. d., 
whilst on our side it is an argument of flesh and 
blood. I do not care whether I get jeered at, or 
ridiculed, or snubbed in this Assembly, or by 
the Press, for the statement, but I say those 
who do not like it can lump it. We 
take that stand, and we intend to rigidly 
continue that st11nd, notwithstanding all the 
hon. member for Macd:ay may say. Presum­
ably we have got the same title to come 
here and bray that he has. I do not think we 
bray any longer than he has done, and I can 
sdely say that our braying is done in a far more 
honouraLle and strightforward way. He never 
commences until the hon. member for l3undanba 
has finished, whether the hon. gentlemrtn is sick 
or well. If it is braying on the one side, it is 
braying on the other. If hon. members on 
the one side have strong lungs and the 
powerful jaw that betokens a certain animal 
with a cross on its back, the other side 
are the same. To use the expression of 
the hon. member for vVoothakata, "\V e 
are all on the job." \Ve are all about the 
same. Some may have choicer language, or may 
use keener arguments ; but it all amounts to 
the same thing in the long run, IV e are all 
fairly on a level. No one can ciaim any distinc­
tion over the other, except the very modest mem­
bers who sit back and do no braying at all. 
I should be very sorry to cast any imputation 
upon them, for they never trouble the House. I 
do not intend to enter into any dissertation 
about the growth of sugar-cane and the mortality 
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amongst the kanakas; but I merely wish to 
assert, without intending to be offensive, that it 
is worthy of remark that the hon. member for 
Mackay i'l constantly waiting until the hon. 
member for l3undanba has finished speaking, 
and then he jumps up and attacks him. In the 
future it is open warfare between us, and 
we will pay a little more attention to the 
hon. member for Mackay, and attack him 
with his own weapons. I wish to refer to 
a que0tion which has cropped up this evening 
and last evening concerning a statement made by 
the hon. member for Barcoo as to wages. I can 
see that there has been concerted action here, 
and an attempt to damn him in the eyes of his 
electors, and to ruin his political life. I told the 
hon. member to beware of that, and to beware 
of smileR and con~ratulations and condolences ttt 
the hands of this As3ernbly. I do not think any 
one can say I have ever looked for that since I 
have been here; but I am willing to put up with 
all the sneers and snubs I may receive. The 
hon. member for Barcoo made a statement to 
the effect that there are men in the 
country willing to work for 10s. or 12s. ~a 
week to tide the colony over a bad time, and I 
am sure there are also. I myself am willing to 
assist all I can. I am willing to work during the 
whole of the recess. The hon. member said that, 
and his statement has been distorted ttnd then 
telegraphed all over the length and breadth of 
the colony. It is a good thing that the hon. 
member has a vE>ry sound party with him, 
amongst whom there are none of the poli­
tical Jews referred to by the hon. member for 
Mackay. 

Mr. ANNEAR s<tid: Mr. Speaker,-! beg to 
call attention to the state of the House. 

Quorum formed. 
Mr. HOOLAN: I have considered the matter 

and have come to the conclusion that the words 
were twisted and distorted to injure that hon. 
member, and we intend to stick to him whatever 
may happen to him. in this Assembly or in the 
Pre·,-;. It is very easy to make a slip here, and 
have it picked up to one's disadvantage. Bome 
exception was taken to my talking so long here 
yesterday ; but I will appeal to you, Sir, as the 
proper tribunal, whether I transgressed the 
ru]eq of the House. I always wait patiently, 
not wishing to speak until everybody else has 
had a chance, and I 'waited yesterday without 
any intention of monopolising the time; but I 
was met with all sorts of insulting remarks 
about the "jawbone of an ass" for being so 
gentle and self-sacrificing. I hope I shall never 
take up more than the proper time when I have 
anything to say. 

Mr. RYAN said: Mr. Speaker,-I had no 
intention of specaking to-night, because I feel 
rather unwell; but as the debate is drawing to a 
close I think I may as well offer a few remar·ks. 
I have exhausted all my knowledg·e on the sugar 
question ; but I wish to remove a misappre­
hension that has occurred in connection with a· 
speech I delivered a few nights ago. I was not 
here when the hon. member for Normanby 
referred to the subject the hon. member for 
Burke has dealt with. It make' no difference to 
me what I may have said, or how my remarks 
may have been distorted. I think nearly every 
hon. member clearly understood what I intended 
to convey. I thought I enuncillted my views 
clearly and lucidly, and I ehall now repeat as 
shortly as I can what I actually meant. The 
hon. member for Thlackay ·would have clearly 
understood what I meant when I spoke about 
the unemployed if he had looked through Han­
sard. I said that if the Government had told 
the unemployed in the colony that Queensland 
was on the verge of a national calamity, and 
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was about to be annihilated, those men would 
have stepped in to repair the breach. I say, 
from my personal experience in many parts of 
Queensland, that thooe men would have come 
forward and worked for 10s., 12s., or 15s. 
per week to tide Queensland over its pre­
sent difficulties and keep out kanaka labour. 
The Secretary for Lands promised us a veritable 
paradise in the Bugar-growing districts, provided 
the federation of the colonies is achieved. The 
planters have had large numbers ot kanakas for 
a good many years, and I ask why they have not 
made a paradise before ? I f::til to see that the 
promises he makes are going to be fulfilled in 
such a short time. He says that in two or three 
years the country will be cut up into small 
blocks, and that white men will grow the 
cane and have everything required to make 
life happy. In fact, there will be no more 
troubles for them to encounter, and we shall be 
entering upon a socialistic state, and shall not 
require even a Parliament. The hon. member 
for Bowen, Mr. Smith, appeared to speak in 
favour of the introduction of black labour, but 
I do not know whether it will do any good 
to Bowen. I have seen kanakas working on 
several stations in the Bowen district, but I do 
not know of any sugar plantations there. The 
hon. member said that the sugar industry was 
the gem industry of the colony. He entirely 
ignores the pastoral industry, and the mining 
industry. If the sugar industry does fail it does 
l<Ot follow that all the other industries must fail 
also ;oand even if the mills were closed, and 25,000 
white people were thrown out of employment, 
I do not see that the country would be in a 
worse position than it is now, because surely we 
are not goiug to be in this position for three 
years. 

An HoxoURABLE MEMBER: What would those 
people do? 

Mr. RYAN: They would have to turn their 
attention to other industries. They would have 
to go to work. 

The HoN. B. D. l\IOREHEAD : And reduce 
the rate of wages. 

Mr. RY AN: Even so; would it not be far 
better if the rate of wages were reduced so 
that the people made Queensland a prosperous 
country again. It does not follow that wages 
would continue to be reduced when the country 
again reached a state of prosperity. The worst 
of it is that though it is a most common thing for 
employers to reduce wag0s, I never yet knew of 
wages being raised unless the men asked that 
they should be raised, 

An HoNOURABLE ME~fBER: I know of cases. 
Mr. RY AN : Perhaps in exceptional instances, 

but as a general rule they are not raised unless 
the workmen ask for an increase. Everybody 
must know that nearly all the strikes and 
labour disturbances have been caused through 
reductions in wages. While on this subject I 
may as well refer to the statement made by 
several hon. members that plantations on the 
Richmond and Clarence Rivers are being 
worked by 400 or 500 kanakas who have gone 
across from Queensland. I saw a letter from 
the overseer of Broadwater plantation, owned 
by the Colonial Sugar Refinery Company. He 
states that there are 100 white men and two 
kanakas on that plantation ; that one of the 
kanakas is driving the engine, and the other is an 
offsider-an assistant ; seventy are doing contract 
work at 10s. a day and found in board and lodging; 
the weekly men are getting 2i5s. a week and found, 
and in the slack times not less than £1 a week 
and found. Then this gentleman states that 
these are the general rates paid by the planters 
and the small sugar-growers on the Clarence and 
the Richmond ; and it is a strange thing to me that 

if they can conduct the industry there almost 
exclusively with white labour, it cannot be done 
here also. I do not wish it to go forth that I 
am declaiming against the planters, and saying 
that they would rather employ black labour 
than white. I simply say that the only motive 
that acti:wtes them is the desire to obtain 
the cheapest labour they can get, and I know 
that the cheapest labour they can obtain, which 
is the nearest approach to slavery that I know of, 
is kanaka labour. It is certain that this Bill 
will pass, and I hope that the most stringent 
measures will be adopted to prevent anything 
like a recurrence of the atrocities that were com­
mitted heretofore. I am speaking now almost as 
if the Bill were passed, because I know that it is 
inevitable. I think it is our duty to make Queens­
land not a country to'be shunned, but a country to 
be desired, and to do nothing that will retard 
federation. I have seen several strong letters in 
the Southern papers and from the trades and 
labour councils protesting against the reintroduc· 
tion of kanaka labour into this colony. I believe a 
motion was brought forward in one of the Parlia­
ments objecting to Queensland being admitted to 
the federation when it is brought about, on t.he 
ground that we are introducing the slave trade 
again; but whether that motion was taken any 
notice of I do not know. As I said before, I think 
if we all combine to pass a measure which will 
prevent the recurrence of the atrocities that have 
taken place previously, we shall do something that 
at all events will not be a disgrace. I consider 
that oevery Government agent, and the captain 
of every vessel which will be engaged in recruit­
ing should be well known. Taking everything 
into consideration I think that we who are 
opposed to this measure must bow to the 
inevitable, and take our defeat kindly. I have 
done my best according to my abilities to oppose 
the Bill, and my friends have done the same. 
I can sit down with a clear conscience, and in 
doing so I would simply add that my ambition 
as an Australian native is to see Australia the 
home of the white man ; and I do not care what 
may become of the blacks. 

Mr. AGNEW said: Mr. Speaker,-­
Ho:s-o0RABLE MEMBERS : Question, question ! 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Look at the 

time; it is past 12 o'clock. 
Mr. AGNE\V: I like that very much indeed. 
The SPEAK:BJR said: If the hon. member 

proposes to continue the discussion I shall have 
to leave the chair for a short time. Of course I 
do not wish to prevent the hon. member from 
speaking. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Let us go to a 
division. 0 

Mr. AGNE\v: Out of deference to you, Sir, 
and to the evident wish of the House, I will not 
proceed with the remarks I had intended to 
make. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a second 
time-put; and the House divided :-

AYEs, 39. 
SirS. W. Griffith, Sir T. ~Ici!wraith, Messrs. Cowley, 

Hodgkinson, Unmack, Crombie, Pattison, J ones, Black, 
Morehead, Grimes, Annear, Casey, Plunkett, Battersby, 
Powers, Smith, Adams. C01·field, Lissner, Duns1nure, 
Philp, Callan. Agnew, Nelson, Dalrymple, Little, Luya, 
Hamilton, Wimble, McM:aster, Stevenson, Hyne, Tozer, 
Jessop, Rutledge, Donaldson, J!.forry, and Morgan. 

NoEs, 13. 
J\fr~srs. Gannon, Cadell, O'Sullivan, Hoolan, Drake, 

Ryan, Isambert, Salkeld, Glassey, Groom, Macfarlane 1 

Barlow, and Sa.yers. 
PAIRS. 

For-).fr. Camp bell >111d Mr. Stephens. 
Against- ~Ir. Aland and Mr. Mellm·. 
Question resolved in the affirmative, 
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On the motion of the CHIEF SECRETARY, 
the committal of the Bill was made an Order of 
the Day for a later hour of the day. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY said : Mr. 

Speaker,-! move that this House do now 
adjourn. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at twenty-one minutes 

past 12 o'clock. 

Settlement on the Land. 




