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LEGISLATIVE ASSE:r1IBLY. 
Wednesday, 30 March, 1892. 

Vacancy by Insolvency.-Question: Proposed agricul­
tural college.- Sessional OrderS~: Sitting days; 
Ordor oi business.-Standi.ng Or(lers Committee.-
1\Ie)lsage from the Legislative Council : Joint com­
lnittees.-Addrr~s in Reply: Resum1Jtion of debate. 
-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

V ACANOY BY INSOL VENOY. 
The SPEAKER said: I have to inform the 

House that, by notification, dated the 8: h inst., 
signed by M. Jensen, Deputy Rfg·istr'-cr of the 
Supreme Court, and publis!Jed in the ic•me of 
the Q1<eensland fiO?·.crnment Gazette of the 12th of 
that month, it was publicly intimated that a 
trustee hart been appointed in the matter of a 
special resolution for liquidation by arrangement 
of the affairs of \Villiam Henry Bligh O'Connell. 
I do not feel called upon to express an opinion 
as to the position of the hon. member, but have 
felt it my duty to sullmit the matter to the 
House in order that such action may be taken as 
may be deemed neces,ary under the circum­
stances, 
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The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. SirS. W. 
Grif!ith) said: Mr. Speaker,-It appears from 
the notification that you have announced to the 
House that the e,.tate of the hon. member for 
Mnsgrave has been placed in liquidation. 
The qncstion then arises whet.her his ~eat h:ts 
become vacant. Under the Legi··.!ative _\.sscrnbly 
Act it is provi<led by the 7th section that-

,, If nn.v 1ncmb·:r of the As8elllbly . . . . shall 
bC"<'Ome bankrupt or an insolnmt debtor within the 
meaning of the laws in force within the said colony 
Telatiug to bankrupts or insolveut debtors , . . . 
his seat in "uch AB:5cmbly shall thereby be eo me vacant." 

Now, Sir, under the Insolvency Act, various 
ways of obtaining a release from debt are givt•n. 
The ordinary way is what is known as at1judica­
tion in insolvency; but the Act provides other 
methods by which the same results can be ob­
tained. Part IX. of the Insolvency Act, dealing 
with liquidation by arrangement, provides that a 
debtor unable to pay his debts mav summon a 
general meeting of his creditors. Then certain 
things are to be done. A special re.Jolution has 
to be carried, and thereupon all the property of 
the debtor is made over to his creditors. Para­
graph 5 provides-

" All such propert~r of the debtor a..s would, if he were 
made insolvent, be divisible among his creditors, ~hull, 
from and nfter the date of the appointment of a trustee, 
ve~t in such truRtee under a littnidation by arrange­
mcut, and be divisibk amougst tlw creditors." 
Paragraph 7 provides-

H 1'he trustee nntler a liqui.dation shall have the same 
powers anc.l perform the same duties as a trustee under 
an insolvency, and the property of the debtor \'hall be 
distributed in the same manner as in aninsolvcncv and 
with the modifieation hereinafter mentioned ail' the 
proyisions of thi..., Act shall, so far as the same are·' 
applicable, apply to the case of a liquidation by arrange­
ment in the same manner as ir the word. 'insolvent' 
included a debtor vd10se affairs are under li(1niJation 
and the word 'insvlvency' inrlnded liquidation by 
arrangement; and in construing such provisions the 
appointment of a trustee under a liquidation sha'l, 
according to circumstnnct..s, he Ueemed to be equivalent 
to, and a sub:titnte for, the lH'esentation of a petition 
in insolvency, or the service of such petition, or an 
order of adjndiefltion in insolvency.'' 
'rhus the result is that the presenta.tion of a liqui­
dation l'etition followed by the appointment of a 
trustee under it are equi' alent to an order o£ 
adjmlication in insnhBncy. Under these circum­
stances I think there can be no doubt that the 
hon. member's sent is V<tcant. I do not know 
whether the question has ever arisen before in 
the House. · 

Mr. POWERS: Not in this Hou.se. 
The CHIEF SEGRETARY : I think there 

was a case in 18B1, hut in my opinion there can 
be no doubt about the construction of the Act. 
I therefore move-

1'hat the Sf•lt of William Henry Rligh O'Connell hath 
become and is now vac8-nt by reason of the insolveney 
of the said 1\"illiam Henry Bligh O'Connell since his 
election and ret.uru to serve in this IIonsc as member 
for the eleetoral district of .J.Iu,5:grave. 

Mr. ~0\YERS sa.id: Mr. Speakq·,-Before 
the motron lb put I w1sh to SftY a few words. Of 
course the Chief Secretary hac+ laid down the law 
on the question to the House, but I would like 
to ask the hon. gentleman whether the question 
has not been alreaay decided in the House of 
Commons that a seat is not vacated in the case o£ 
a liquidation by arrangement? 

The CHIEF SECRETAHY: The law of 
England is entirely different to ours. There is 
no analogy at all. 

Mr. POIVERS : The clause in our Insol­
vency Act is very similar in that respect 
to the clause in the English Act, and there it 
has been declared that a liCJ.uidation by armnp;e­
ment is not an insolvency so far as declarina 
a seat vacant is concerned. I do not intend 

to go into the question at any length, because 
I happen to he the solicitor in the liquidation, 
and I have received no request from 11r. 
O'Connell to raise the question at all; bnt, aB 
a legal member, I know the point has been raised 
and decided in England. The Imolveney Act 
provides for two classes-those cases where tbme 
is a liquidution by arrangement, and tho·e that 
are wound up in insolvency. Yet we are going 
to now declare th>tt because a man has liquidated 
by arrangement he is inwl vent, and that his eea.t 
is therefore vacant. He might only p<ty ls. 
in the £1 when he makes a composition with his 
creditors, and yet his sen,t in that case would 
not be declared vacant, wherea'' although in this 
case Mr. O'Connell is paying his private creditors 
10s. in the £1, we are going to declare his seat 
vacant because be happens to be cvnnected with 
others, where their estate has gone into liquida­
tion by arrangement. This is a mfltter the 
House should take into serious consideration. 
I understand the case was subnntted to the 
Attorney-General for the purpose of getting him 
to look into it. As a lrgal member, I contend 
that we ought not to make a precedent of this 
kind without serious consideration, and lay 
down that a man who makes a liquidation by 
arrangement is practically inso] vent, when the 
Act declares he is not. In the caRe of aliqnidatiun 
by arrangement the estate might pay 20s. in the 
£1, and yet he would be declared insolvent, whilst 
he might only pay 12s. in the £1 by a compmition, 
and yet not be declared insolvent. You, Sir, had 
evidently some doubts about the matter when you 
put it before the House, and we should seriously 
consider before we establish a precedent. We 
are not now a~ked to pass a Jaw, but a resolution 
merely, and it will be fatal to establish a prece· 
dent unless the House is going to make all 
members who liqnidate by arrangement vacate 
their seats. 

Mr. JOKES said : Mr. Speaker,-The 7th 
section of the Legislative Assembly Act says 
that any member of the Assembly who becomes 
bankrupt or an insolvent debtor within the 
meaning of the laws in force within the colony 
relating to bankrupts or insolvent debtors shail 
thereby forfeit his ~eat. That is the true intent and 
meaning of the law, and I am of opinion that Mr. 
O'Connell having had his affairs liquidated by 
arrangement, has become hy the spirit of the 
law disqualified, and has no legal right to a seat 
in this House. If that is not the strict letter of 
the law it is the spirit of the Act, because 
liquidation by arrangement is only another way 
by which a man gets rid of his liabilities. He 
may or may not have his certificate of discharge 
granted. to him, and if any member comes to 
this House while his affairs are being liquidated 
by arrangement, and sits in this Assembly when 
he has not a discharge from his creditors, he is 
not a fit and proper person to have a seat in this 
House, and I agree with the Chief Secretary 
that within the spirit of the Legislative Assembly 
Act .Mr. William Henry Bligh O'Connell has 
forfeited his seat in this House. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: If that is the caoe what 
necessity is there for a resolution of this HouH' ? 

The CHIEF SRCRETARY: The Act re­
quires it except in the case of death. 

Mr. GR00.:\1 said: Mr. Speaker,--I was in 
the same predicament in 18GG, at the time of the 
failure of the Bank of Queensland, as Mr. 
O'Connell is in now. I was obliged to call a 
meeting of my creditors under the Insolvency 
Act, and was at the time a member of the 
Legislative Assembly. I consulted the then 
Attorney-General, the late Mr. Pring, on the 
snbject, and he informed me that the very fact 
of my calling a meeting of my creditors was art 
act of insolvency, and I was bound to r·esign my 
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seat in the House. Acting upon his ad vice, I 
sent my re;ignation to the Speaker before I held 
the meeting of my creditors. 

The CHIE:F SECRETARY said: Mr. 
Speaker,-},s two or three hon. members have 
rtddressed the House on the subject, I should like 
to say a word or two in reply. I did not 
elaborate my argument when I moved the motion, 
as I had no reason to anticip<tte that the matter 
would be disputed, but I will call the attention 
of the House now a littlemorefullyto the words of 
the Legislative Assembly Act. The 7th section 
provides that-

" If any member of the Assembly . . . . shall 
become bankrupt or an insolrent debtor within the 
meaning of the laws in force withiu the said colony 
relating to bankrupts or inso1vent debtors . . . . 
his seat in such Assembly shall thereby become vacant." 
The question then is-Has the member for M us­
grave become an insolvent debtor within the 
meaning of the laws relating to insolvency? 
He has done certain things which produce this 
result, that all the provisions of the Insolvency 
Act apply to him as fully as if he had presented 
a petition for adjudication and had been adjudged 
insolvent; I think that under these circum­
stances be is an insolvent debtor within the 
meaning of the Act. I think there can be 
no doubt about that. The hvn. member for 
Burrum suggests that if a member makes a, com­
position with his cr< ditors that would not affNJt 
his seat in this House. That qnt'Htion is not 
before us now, but I may say that I do not at 
present agree with the hon. member. I think 
that a person who makes a comp,Jsition with his 
creditor.s under the Insolvency Act is an insolvent 
debtor witl•in the meaning of the Act. · Most 
people think that is so as a mtLtter of common 
sense, and as a matter of law I think that it 
is so. As to the case referred to by the 
hon. rneml1er for Toowoomba, Mr. Groom, 
I do not know what were the exact terms of 
the Legislative Assembly Act or the Insol­
vency Act in force at that time, and it would 
not be safe, in the aboence of this information, to 
draw any inference from that case. 

Qnestion put and passed. 
QUESTION. 

PROPOSED AGR!Ol:LTURAL COLLEGE. 

Mr. MORGAN asked the Secretary for 
Lands-

Ha.ve the Government takf'ln any action towards the 
establislnncnt of the proposed agricultural college and 
experimental farm, for ·which JH'O\ ision \.Vas made in 
the I~stimates for the year 1891-92? 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS (Hon. A. 
S. Cowley) replied-

The condition of the reveri.ue up to the present time 
has prevellted any action being taken. 

SESSIONAL ORDERS. 
SITTING DAYS. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY moved-
'rhat, unless otherwise ordered, the House will meet 

for despatch of bu"iiness at 3 o'clock p.m. on Tuesday, 
1Vednesday, Thursday, and J!1rid'1y in each week. 

Question put and passed. 
ORDER DE' BcSDIESS. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY moved-
That on Tuesday, \1-,..ednesday, and after 7 o'clock p.m. 

on Thursday, in each week, Government business take 
precedence of all other business. 

Question put and passed. 
The CHIEF SJ:WRETARY moved-
That Standing Order No. 8, relative to business under 

discussion, and business not disposed of at the time of 
any adjournment of the House for want of a quorum, 
be suspended, so far as it relates to notices of motion 
and Orders of the Day, 11nt.il otherwise ordered; and 
that it be an Order of the House during the present 
session.-

1. That remanet motiom and Orders of the DRy, 
instead of being placed at the bottom of the notice 
paper for the following sitting day, shall, with the 
motions and orders for that da)', take precedenre in 
the order of the dates for which they were 1ir>t given or 
app .inter!; but that they shall not be permitted to 
dLplace motions or order::: originally given or R}JpointeU 
for the day to which such remanet motions or ortlcn go 
over. 

2. That private bnsine,~.s under (lhcnssion at 7 o'cloclr 
p.m. on r:t'hursday shall, at that hour, stand ~Hl­
journed until the Government business on the vaper for 
the day has been disposed of. 

Mr. NELSON said: Mr. Speaker,-I think 
that the first part of this motion relative to 
remtLnet motions and Orders of the Day is not 
8Ufficiently clear. I am sure it is not intended 
to include Government business. 

The CHI:B}F SECRETARY : It does not 
mean Government business. 

Mr. NELSON: Well, Standing Order No. 8 
does not exclude Government businee·<. 

The CHIEF SECRETAI~Y: Government 
business is dealt with in the second Sessional 
Order just passed. 

Mr. NELSO::'-J : I think we should put in here 
the words "other than Government b1u.;ine-t.t~," as 
unless that is clone this motion wili make it 
appear imperative that Government Jmsiness, 
instead of being left to the Government to fix up 
in whatever order the Government like, as they 
have aud must have a ric:ht to do, may b·e 
brought under the conditions of this Ses",ional 
Order. That is not intended, I am sure. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY said: Mr. 
Speaker,-It has been the lJractice followed in 
this House ever since it has been a House that 
the Government have the right to arrange their 
own business in whatever way they please. 

Mr. NELSON: Certainly. They must have 
that right. 

The CHIEir SECRETARY; I do not know 
that th3t is a written rule, but the practice 
hRs always been followed. 

The HoN. B. D. ::VIOREHEAD: Hear, bear! 
It has oJways been done. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I am reminded 
that Standing Order N "· 34 reserves the right to 
:Ministers to pbce Government business in what­
ever order they think fit. I thought it WlLS 

merely a matter of pmctice ; but I find it is 
specially provided for by Standing Order No. 34, 
which srtys--

" The Orders of the Day shall be disposed of in the 
order ln which they stand upon the paper. the right 
being reserved to Her ::l.1ajesty's )iinistcrs of placing 
Go\ crnment orders at tbe head of the list in the rota­
tion in which they are to br taken o.1 tlle days on 
which Government business has precedence." 

I thought it was merely a matter of practice, 
and the hon. g·entleman opposite evidently 
thought so too. I wn.s not :1'va.rP that it was an 
absolute right provided for by the Strtnding 
Orders. 

Mr. NELSO::'-l" : Wh"t I refer to is that thi~ 
motion aeems to contmdict Standing Order 
No. 34. 

'l'he CHIEF SECRETARY : No ; it only 
suspends No. 8. 

Mr. NELSON : "Which only refers to private 
business? 

The CHIEF tlECRETARY : Of coursP. 
This onlv moLlifies Standing Order No. H, which 
does not" apply to G•Jvernment business at all. 

Question put and passed, 
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The CHIEF SECRETARY moved-
That it be an Order of the House during the present 

se.ssion,-
1. That every motion Ol' Order of the Day f,lr the 

third ren.dillg of a Bill, to which (On the <p!.e):'tion being 
put. from the Chair: "\Vhet.hcr there is any ;bjcction to 
its bein;; a 'formal' motion or Order of the Dny ") no 
obj.' ::tion is taken, shall be eh ~.nned to be a "!orinal" 
motion or Ord.<;r of tlL Day. 

2. That, before the ordinary business of each day is 
entered upon, Mr. tipeal{· r shall c 111 over the va1·ions 
notices of moE·m, and th,- Orde1·s of the Day for the 
third reading of l~ill8; and on any such motion or 
ordtJr being c:tllcd, it shall be competent for any 
member otll8rwisc entitled to move it to have the above 
question put with reference thereto; and such" forinal, 
motions or Order,, of the Day ~·\~tlllJe tli~posetl of in the 
rehtive order in which ihc:v stand on the bnsincs"l 
paper, taking prectJdencc of ali the other motions and 
Orders of tl .. L Day. 

3. 'l'hat no debate shall be allowed on any Rnch 
" fnrmal" motidlS or Orders of the Day, or upon t}lB 
further proceedin;:;s following the reading of such 
orders ; hut the lion se m:-'.y proceed to division there­
upon, without amendment or de hate, a\) in a C'ase of a 
motion for the first reacling of a Bill. 

·1r. That, in consc{1Uence of any such " formf~l" 
Orders of the Day having h<:en disposed of as aforesaid, 
it shallnoi be held that the House has proceeded to the 
Ordar~ of the Day HllOn the business paper, so as to 
exclude thercafiCl' the n~king of questions, the presen­
tation of petitions, or the rec:'Dtion of notice:·, oe 
motion. 

The Hox, B, D, MOREIHJAD Mid: Mr. 
Speaker,-\Vhen we talk about the mummery 
of the Address in Reply, I think this i,; 
mummery too, \Vhy not have some confirma­
tion of what was authorised during the last 
seS>ion of Parliament in a succinct way to cover 
all these motions? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have a word 
to say on that subject when we get to notice of 
motion :No, 6 on the paper. 

The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD : Oh, very 
welL 

Question put and p"ssed, 
The CHUJF SECRETARY moved-
That it be an m·acr of the House during the present 

se·~~ion that on ouch 1VeUnesUay, \Yhen the House is 
sitting, tlw Clerk Rha.ll read out the titles of all motions 
for returns agreed to previously by the Hom<} and not 
yet furnished. 

Question put and passed. 
The CHIEJ<' SECRETARY moved-
1. 'fhat, in compliance with Standing Order 266, a 

select committee be appomte::l to W'>i>t ~Ir. Spe"ker in 
all matters which relate to the printin5 to be executed 
by order of the House; and for the purpose of selecting 
and arranging for printing returns and papers presented 
in pursuance of motions made by members. 

11hat such committPe consist of the following 
members, viz.:-:J.Ir. Sp( aker, the Chairman of Commit­
t~es, )ir. Ahnd, ]Jr. Barlow, 1\Ir. Dalrymple, l\lr. 

· 1\. Stephcns, and ~Ir. E. J. Stevens. 
Question put and passed, 

The CHIEI!' SECRETARY moved-
That this House ·will, at its next sitting, resolve itself 

into n, Committee of the Whole to consiclertlledesirable­
w~-.s of introducing a Bill to further amend the Pacific 
Islaud I: :bourers Act '• l~30-l8S5. 

Question pat and passed. 

STANDIKG ORDERS COMMITTE:K 
The CHIEF SECRETARY, in moving­
Th::tt the Standing Orders Committr,J for the present 

sr~sion consist of the following member~~, Yiz. :~1Ir. 
Speake1·, U'e Chairman of Committees, :\Ir. Nelson, Mr. 
Groom, and the mover, with leave to sit during any 
adjonrnment. and rwthority to confer upon subjects of 
lnntn;ll conc.-)rnment with any committee appointed 
for sLnilar purposes 1)y the Legislative Council-
said: Mr. Speaker,-For the last twenty years 
at least we have been altering our Standing 
Orders every ses8ion by orders in terms of notices 
of motion 3, 4, and ~. Those are not the only 
iw,lances in which the Standing Orders have 

been found deficient, They are, moreover, rather 
old. Other Parliaments in the meantime, during 
the last thirty years, have made many alterations, 
and I think it would be deeirabl<', if time would 
allow, for the Standing Orders -to be revi~ed. 
I propose to ask the t:ltanding Or<lers Coln­
mittee during the rn-e-,ent S<SSion, if time wiJl 
allow, to consider the whole question of the 
Standing Orders. I think with the many ex­
perienced members there are in this House this 
is a very good opportunity of doing so, 

The HoN. B. D. MORE HEAD said: Ilfr, 
Speaker,-This comes as rather a surprise to 
hon. members, It is rather a large order to 
give to this committee, which, as a rule, has 
be,'n appointed without any comment, \Ve 
are told now by the Chief Secretary that 
they are to revise Standing Orders which have 
existed for the last thirty years, and I think we 
should have had some notice of this, I think in 
a case of this sort the committee should be 
appointed by ballot, and not simply be the 
nominee~ pmctieally of the Government, I take 
no exception to any gentleman namt::l here, 

The.CHIEFSEOllWrAUY: I shall be very 
glad to add any names if the hon, gentleman will 
sugge.ot them, 

The HoN. B. D. MOREHJ~AD : If the com­
mittee is going to revise the Standing Orders I 
think there should be more members put on it, and 
that every class and colour of the House should 
be represented, 

The CHIEF SEORI<JTARY: Will the hon. 
gentleman suggest additional names? 

The Hox. B. D. JliiOREHEAD: :No. I 
think the appointments should be m:1de by 
ballot. If the intention is th:tt our Standing 
Orders should be revised, and if this is to be a 
committee of reference, it should be so con­
stituted that its opinions will be received with 
every consideration. Let us, therefore, have a 
really representative committee, I do not think 
this is, and I say that without any intention of 
ca,tingtheslightest slur upon any one of the gentle­
men named, I think there should be at least 
two other members, but it is not for me to sug­
gest the name_;, 

The CHIBJ!' SECRETARY: I would suggest 
the hon. member himself for one, 

The HoN. B. D. ::\'fOREHEAD: I am a very 
old member of the Honso, but I have no desire 
to be on the committee, because it would be a 
vet'Y invidious task ; but five is too small anum­
ber, Seven would be better, and although every­
one would vote for the five gentlemen whose 
name~ are down here, yet if two others were 
added, and if tile r.ppomtment·' were made by 
ballot, I believe the conclmions of the c(nmnittee 
Vlould carry more weight. It is not, however, 
my place to suggest names. 

Mr, GROOM said: Mr. Speaker,-From 
personal experience I can te•tify to what the 
hon. gentleman at the head of the Government 
has said, that the Standing Orders of the House 
rerruire revision. But what the hon. member 
for Balonne has s:tid is quite correct, as to 
this function being referred to the Standing 
Orders Committee. It is a work they very 
seldom undertakr;, InN ew South \V ales, shortly 
after the deci:Jion of the Privy Uouncil was 
given in the ccse of 'l'aylur versus Barton, :1 
select committee w<ts 'appointed, consisting 
<>f seven memherd, to revise the Stand in~ 
Orders of the Legislative Assembly of ::'\ ew 
South \Vales, and they brought up a 
report of a very voluminous nature, which can 
be seen in the library, Mr. Younf( waH the 
Speaker at that time, and they collected a con­
siderable amount of evidence. They brought up'" 
set of new Standing Orders applicable to 'Le 
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state of affairs that had arisen in that colony 
owing to the decision of the Privy Conucil. 
\Veil, unfortunately for that colony, the report 
has never been adopted, nor have the 
Standing Orders been in any way revised. 
Om Standing Orders are almost a fac­
simile of those in force in New South \V a.les, 
and any gentleman who has occupied the Chair 
will know t.ha,t they are very unworkable, and 
that cases freC[uently arise in which the Stand­
ing Orders do not apply. In those cases we are 
directed by one of our Standing Orders to fall 
back upon the practice of the House of Com­
mons. It was, however, ruled by the Privy 
Council that what was meant by that was 
the Standing Orders of the House of Commons 
in force at the time that our Standing Orders 
were assented to by the Governor. And those 
that have been passed since are of no avail as 
far as this rule is concerned. Therefore it is 
absolutely necessary, if we wish our Standing 
Orders to conform to the mnre modern ones of 
the House of Commons, that they should be 
revised. But I quite agree with ,the hon mem­
ber for Balonne, that it would be much better to 
appoint a select committee of seven members, 
whose duty it should be to revise the Standing 
Orders, rather than refer the matter to the usual 
Standing Orders Committee appointed at the 
commencement of the se"sion. A report brought 
up from such a body would be more likely to 
command the confidence of the House than a 
report brought up by the ordinary Standing 
Orders Comrr,ittee. 

Mr. NELSON said: Mr. Speaker,--I quite 
agree with the remarks that have been made 
with regard to this motion. As far as I know 
the histary of our Standing Orders, they were 
originally drawn up about thirty years ago. 
They were submitted to the House for its ap­
proval, and were then read a first and second 
time and pasEed. and afterwards submitted to the 
Governor and approved, so that to a large extent 
they have the force of law. What this committee 
will hn-ve to do will be simply to revise those 
rules, and to suggest improvements and addi­
tions to them. Those, of course, will afterwards 
be submitted to the House, and the House, if it 
approves of them, will have to pass them. The 
work of the committee will be to try to modernise 
our Standing Orders, and bring them up to the 
stage at which they ought to be at the present 
time, so as to suit the circumstances of the House 
as it is now. Many of the Standing Orders are 
antiquated, while some are almost useless, and 
others, in my opinion, could be very much im­
proved. I think it will meet the views of the 
House if I propose, as an amendment, to insert, 
after "JYir. Groom" the words " Mr. iYiorehead, 
Ivrr. Barlow." The committee will then consist 
of seven members. I beg to move that as an 
amendment. 

Amendment agreed to ; and question, as 
amended, put and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE I,EGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

.T orxT CmiMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER said: I have to inform the 
HonRe that I have,recei ved the following message 
from the Legislative Council:-

":Mr. SP.J<~AKER, 
"The Legislative Council having come to the fol­

lo\ving re::-oolutiom;, viz.:-

"1. That the President, Mr. Turner, and :Mr. Murray~ 
Prior be appointed members of the Joint Library 
Committee. 

"2. That the President, Mr. IIenssler, and :11r. llox be 
appointed members of the joint committee for the 
management of the refreshment rooms, 
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"3. That the President,, Mr. Gregory, and 1fr. Maeansh 
be appointed members of the joint committee for the 
management and superintendence of the Parliamentary 
Buildings-
beg now to transmit the Flame to the Legislative 
Assembly, with the request that they will be pleased to 
nomina-te a like number of members from their body, 
with a view to give effect to the 8th Joint Standing Order." 

On the motion of the CHIEF SECRETARY, 
the mPssage was ordered to be taken into con­
sideration to-morrow. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESL'i\IPTION OF DEBATE. 

On the Order of the Day being read:-
H Resumption of adjourned debate on ~fr. Annear's 

motion - 'rhat an Address be pre•ented to Hi> 
Excellency the Governor as follows:- , 

"l\IAY IT PLEAsl<; YOUR EXCELLENCY,-

" We, Her ~1ajesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
)!embers of the Legislative Assembly of Queensland, in 
Parliament assembled, desire to assure Your Excellency 
of onr continued loyalty and affection towards the 
rl'hrone and Person of Our :\fost Gracious Sovereign: 
and to tender our thanks to Your Excellency for the 
Speech with which you have been pleased to open the 
present se':ision. 

"\Ye, in common with the r£:~t of Her ~:fajesty's loyal 
subjects, sincerely deplore the bereavement suffered by 
Her ~:Iajesty and the Prince of Wales in the untimely 
death of the Dulm of Clare nee and A vondale, and we 
desire to record our satisfaction that an expression of 
the sympathy of the people of this colony was at once 
transmitted by the Deputy-Governorto Tier Majesty and 
His Royal Highness. 

"\Ye will give our most careful attention and con~ 
sideration to the several meusnres which Your ExcelM 
lency has specially mentioned, and to all other matters 
that may be brought before us, and it shall be our 
anxious ende'lvour so to deal w1th them that ou~ 
labonra may be conducive to the material and mor;l.l 
adv·ancemeut and prosperity, and the good government, 
of this portion of Her Majm.ty's dominions"-

Mr. SALKELD said : Mr. Speaker,- I shall 
now proceed to make the speech I intended to 
have made last night, instead of which I moved 
the adjournment of the debate. I have no 
intention to go into general details, or of dis­
cussing any of the nmtters mentioned in the 
Governor's Speech, but to refer more to the 
remarks of previous speakers. I 'hope I shall 
not unnecessarily give offence to anyone. I 
have no desire to do that; at the same time I 
cannot allow some of the remarks made to 
pas~ without alluding to them, and expressing 
my opinion upon them. I somewhat reg!·et 
that, on the first day of the session, the first 
speech delivered should have been characterised 
by what the leader of the Opposition termed a 
bellicose, a combative spirit; and I was very 
glad to hear that hon. gentleman, and also the 
hon. member for Balonne, Mr. Morehead, speak 
in what I think was a proper spirit, showing 
that they did not agree with the tone of the 
remarks previously made. Some of the remarks 
I want to refer to are slightly personal to myself. 
The hon. the senior member for Maryborough, in 
moving the adoption of the Address in Reply, 
said, when speaking of the total stoppage of the 
kanaka labour and of the sugar industry-

" ~o that unle!'s Polynesians are reintroduced tp.is 
great industry must come to the position that the hon. 
member for Fnssifern said the other night it must come 
to; that hon. member said,' Let it die out.' Can we 
afford to let the sms.llest of our industries die out, 
1nnch less an important industry like this P" 
I then interjected that he was not quoting me 
correctly, and he said he was quoting what 
appeared in the Courim· as a report of what 1 
had said, namely-

" If the people cannot live in comfort, let this in­
dustry die out." 
vV ell, Sir, any man's ren+arks may be made to 
appear very different when we do not know all 
he said ; and, in justice to myself, seeiug that 
some remarks afterwards made by the Chief 
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Secretary seemed to follow that up, I think 
I should ex-plain what I did say. When 
addressing my constituents lately I dealt 
with this question, and pointed ont that 
the contention of those engaged in the sugar 
inrh1stry was that they had to compete with 
cheap labour in other c -'Lmtries ; thewfore 
they must have cheap labour tuo. I said if that 
is the case-that they must have cheap labour 
the same as other c0untries engaged in the 
sugar industry-- what are we coming to? I 
rJad a statetnent showing that in son1:· C)untries 
they had men-I do not ]mow whether they 
have them at present-at any rate they have 
had supplies of Government lab,ur to work in 
cane en] ti vation at Gd. a dt~y and mtions, 
I then used this expres,ion : " Is it fair ; 
is it right, that men should be compelled 
to work for 6d. a day and rations." 
I did not say that that occurred in 
Queensland, but I did say that even £G a year 
and rations was not sufficient to pay the poor 
lmnakas who come here to labour for 300 days a 
year under a broiling sun in the canefield. And 
I maintain that opinion still. I also said that if 
we are to have people here who are paid fid. a 
day and ration,, there are any amount of indm­
tries in the Routhern part of the colony, as well 
as else" here, that it would p>ty people to go into 
at that rate. I maintain that if an industry will 
not afford to give fair remuneration so as to 
enable those engaged in it to live in some 
degree of decency and comfurt, let it die out. 
I repeat that statement to-night. \Vhatever 
hon. members may think about it, I believe it i• 
true and right; I do not feel that I am saying 
anything wrong. The bon. member for J\Iary­
borough did not say all I had said with rel'ard 
to that matter; and here let me say that I 11ave 
no desire to see the sugar industry or any other 
industry die out. \Vhen the hon. member for 
Mackay, Mr. Black, was alluding to this matter 
he spoke in q nite a different strain from what I 
have heard him speak in previous y'"ars, and I was 
very pleased to hear what he said. He asked to 
be shown any "ay to carry on the indnstry 
without kanaka labour, and he would be very 
glad to adopt it. That io the proper spirit to go 
upon. Before I go further I should like to say, 
as it appe:tred to follow on the remarks of the 
hon. member for Maryhorough, that the Chief 
Secretary said~ 

"Here we find a great agriCultural industry in a con­
dition in which there are only two altcrnath·es-either 
to let iG be carried on with the as~""'tauce of colonrcrl 
labour or to let it die; and I say that any man in this 
colony, or any member who will stand up in his nlacr 
in Parliament and say he wonld allow a great it~Un.c::try 
to die is a traitor to his country.'1 

It appeared to me that the hon. member for 
Maryborough having made the remark he did, the 
Chief Secretary took up the cry, and I wondered 
whether he intended to convey the imprresinn 
that I was a traitor to the country for anything I 
had said. If all those who differ from the Chief 
Secretary's views-hi' latest views on everv 
question-are to be denounced as traitors, 
I do not think he will g.~dn any res]Ject or any 
advantage by it. I say I am "-S true "nd as Io:, :~1 
to the country as the Chief Secretary or any man 
in it, and I repeat here in my place that if any 
industry cannot afford to pay snflicient re­
muneration to those engaged in it to enable them 
to live in some degree of decBncy and crmfort, 
let it die. What is the good of it to anyone ? 
The h.on. member for l\Iaryborough alHo called 
attentiOn to the low price of agricultural pro­
duce at the present time ; and I may say 
that statements~vagnfl statements, I admit--­
have been circulated in all directions which have 
produced the impression that it is on account of 
the stoppage of Polynesian immigration that 

[Mr. SALKELD. 

there has been such a great falling off in the 
sugar industry, an~ consequently tl,e prices of 
corn and other agrwnltural produce are now so 
low. That has been induHtriously circulated in 
all parts of the C(Juntry I am acquainted with ; 
but I am glad to see that the hon. member for 
Mackay, 1\Ir. Black, does not take that gruund : 
I suppose that ha is better informed on the 
suhj et than to make such a statement. I think 
the hon. member for Maryborough had not con­
sidered l he matter, or he wonld have seen that 
his gronnd was untenable. The hon. member 
for l\Iackay said this~ 

"Xo doubt the colony was never in a more 
deortc.sed state tha.n it is at the present time. 1\'"e 
reV~-;r had more unemployed. I do not mean to say 
that Queensland is sing,ular in that respect, because 
there is just as much distress in Victoria and :Xew 
South \Yales as there is in Queensland." 

That shows that the hon. member for Mackay 
recognises the fact that there is just as much 
depre•,ion in Victoria and New South \Vales as 
there is in queensland. I would like to ask if 
the depression in those colonies is also to be 
attributed to the stoppage of the kanaka labonr 
by the Act ]'assed in 1885. I can understand 
some of the arguments of the hon. member for 
.Mackay, hut I cannot understttnd the argument 
put fnrward that we can have the effect before 
the cause. If an effect is produced before the 
cau'e has operated we kn'>W that the eff<ect is not 
due to that cause. The hon. member for 
Mackay put it very clearly when he said further 
on~ 

"Of course, hon. members m::ty ask whether the 
l'eintroduttion of blacl-.: labour is going to make the 
colony prosperons at once? It is not, but it is going 
to pre'Hmt the colony drifting into a. greater sta:te of 
dUpre.::~iOU than it is in at the present time. rrllat IS the 
position.'' 
\V e ccm understand an argument of that sort, 
and a good deal may be said upon that. The 
reversion of feeling that has taken place in the 
ao-ricultural districts upon this question has been 
p~oduced by the impression which has been 
industriously circulated that the ce;use of the low 
prices of a"ricultural produce is the stoppage of 
the k <nalu~ trade. I maintain fearlessly that the 
people in the South, when they clearly realise t~e 
sittution, will find that they have not ]o.,t therr 
objections to the kanaka trade ; lmt that they 
only think that its stoppage is producing a 
baci effect in the South. I would like to 
say a word or two in regard to what the 
Colonial Trc-,1surer said about the speech de­
livered by 1Ir. Atldnson at Gin Gin. The hon. 
guntleman said that the whole of that speech 
was summed up in this: "\Vheu the sugar 
industry was going ahead what prosperous times 
we had, and now look what poor wretches we 
are." I would like to point out the fallacy in 
that. \Vhat was the cause of any prosperity 
that there was in connection with the farmers at 
that time? The period I suppose he alluded to 
was from 1878 or 1879 to 188,1. \V e know that 
during that time a numbe_r of large mills were 
being erected, which reqmred 50, 80, or 100 
horses, which were bought in the South. . They 
want<d a variety of thinge, and there was 
a gre'\t expenditure of money going on. But 
if the kanalm labonr is continut·d, is it thought 
th,,t state of things will come back ac;ain? 

An Ho:-~OURABLE 1fEarBER: Yes. 

Mr. SALKELD: Nothing of the kind. If 
anyone will t1<ke the report of the Royal Cmn­
mi"sion appointed in 18SS by this Parliament, 
they will find repeatedly that when the owners 
or ma,nagers of any of the large nJil!s were aRk~d, 
"Has your mill ever paid any interest}" the 
ans\veralwayswfls, "Nointerestwhatever. Now, 
do hon. members me:tn to tell me that on the 
strength of the ten years' extension of the 
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kanaka labour-I am assuming that the Chief 
Secretary does not intend to go any further­
the men who have inve~tecl .£30,000, .£40,000, 
or up to .£200,000 in large plantations and 
mills which have never paid any interest, 
will go on extending their mills? I am 
quite sure they have no intention to do 
anything of the kind. Their real intention is to 
get out with as little loss as possible. The 
country is not going to hM·e a rep~titiou of the 
times that existed from 1879 to 1884, that they 
all speak about. It will want a good many 
factors in that problem. As to having small 
mills, it will require a good many mills costim; 
.£30,000 or .£40,000 to do the work of a mill 
costing .£230,000. The extension of the !L'tnaka 
trade will not bring about the state of ]Jrosperity 
that is anticipated. It is looking for too 
great an effect from a comparatively small 
cn,nse. To expect that the introduction of 
some 10,000 or 15,000 kn,nalms is going to 
make such a tremendous difference in this 
big colony, with over 400,000 of a white, popula­
tion, is expecting far too much. If we were only 
a small community of 40,000 or 50,000, there 
might be .some reason in the expectation. My 
belief is that the extension will enable a boom to 
b~ got up in land in Brisbane, Maryborough, 
Hockhampton, Townsville, and in some of the 
sugar lands. 

Mr. G LASSEY : A very small boom. 
Mr. SALKELD : I do not mean a big 

boom, but ic will enable some persons to sell 
out. It will enable some of the planters to sell 
out, I do not know to what extent that may 
take place, but I do not believe it is going 
to lead to a repetition of the erection of the 
large mills that was carried on for a good 
many years before 1884. I wish now to refer 
to another matter. I was very sorry to hear 
the remarks made with reference to the Rev. 
Dr. Paton hy the hon. member for Mary­
borough last night. I re:1lly think the hnn. 
gentleman will be sorry himself when he think; 
at all ; and I think the hon. member for Forti­
tucle Valley, who seconded the Address in Reply, 
oug·ht to feel sorry for the remarks he made about 
the missionaries. I do not think it will help his 
canse to spe.tk as he did. I do not want to 
embicter the debate or to say anything to the 
hon. member that would hurt his feelings, but I 
feel I cannot allow hie~ remarks to go without 
expre·sing my strong disapproval at such remarks 
being made. I do not know to what denomina­
tion the missionaries belong, hut so far as I 
know, they go to the South Sea Islands to live a 
life that most people would not care to live, 
unles3 they were actuated by very high motives. 
I believe the missiorirtries are actuated by the 
higheilt motives. I feel that I would like to do 
good, but I do not know that I would like to lh·e 
in the South Seas teaching kanakas, and striving 
to benefit them. I do not know that I have 
rPc\ched that height of self denial; but I do not 
conoider that those who asperse the mbsionarie.; 
hrtve in any way oh own the same self-denial as 
those gentlemen have done. vVeknow well enough 
that they cannot have the [Jay that they would have 
if they settled down in any part of Australia, 
or socio,] comfort8, or anything of that kind. It 
seems to rr1e a tenible thing for tt man to take his 
wife and familv and settle down in one of those 
islands in the ·South Seas, and I admire those 
men wbo from pure and lofty motives· settle 
among the islanders. I think the.v are deserving 
of some thin!'" better than having discredit thr,own 
on them in this House. I would really like to 
see those hon. members withdraw the remarks 
they made on this subject. 

1\Ir. ANNEAR : They are in Hansard, and 
we cannot withdraw them, 

Mr. SALKELD: I think the words were 
probably said hastily. I know that I sometime~ 
say things, and I do not think any hon. member 
would fall in public estimation by withdrawing 
remarks uttered in haste. I am sure the 
Treasurer has not fallen in the estimation of hon. 
members or the country by withdrawing the 
remarks he made last session with regard to the 
Bank of England. I kno1v that at the time the 
hon. gentleman made those remarks I took the 
liberty of saying that I thought he was right, 
and hoped he would not knuckle down to 
the Bank of England. Of course, the remarks 
were not a' nice as they might possibly have 
been, but I could excttse a little roughness 
in the language, as long as the hon. gentle­
man was honest and straight, knowing that 
he had the interest of the colony at heart. 
But the hon. gentleman has since had further 
information, and has now withdrawn the re­
marks, and I would be very pleased indeed 1f 
the hon. member for Maryborougb, Mr. Annear, 
would withdraw the statement he made in 
reference to the Rev. Mr. Paton. 

Mr. ANN:BJAR: There is no statement; only 
a quotation from Hansard. 

Mr. SALKELD : I do not wish to rnisr~pre­
sent the hon. member, and will therefore read 
what he s:<id from Hansnrd. It ieas follows:-

"I ask hon membf'rS to lflok up Hansard, vol. lix., 
pages 1971 and 1972, and read the debates on an inquiry 
held by one of Her :Uajesty's commanders of a man-of­
war, and tllf'Y will come to no other conclusion than 
that it was clearly proved that this reverend gentleman 
was nothing else but a slanderer and a wilful perverter 
of the truth 

"Ho.vm;rrA TILE ::\1E:umms : Shame! 
"31r. AxxEAa: I make that statement fearlessly .. , 

I believe the hon. member was put out and 
somewhat annoyed yesterday. 

Mr. ANNEAR: Not in the least. 
Mr. SALKELD : I thought so at any mte, 

and I certainly should be glad if the hon. 
member would withdraw the statement. How­
ever, I shall not my any more on the subject, 
I was very much pleased with the remarks made 
by the leader of the Opposition yesterday 
afterntlon. The hon. member condemned both 
the mover and seconder of the Address in 
Reply, and also t.he leader of tl~e . House~ 
for the tone of their remarks, pomtmg ouc 
that they were addressed not to the whole 
House, but to a small section of it. I 
suppose we all know what section he referred 
to ; I believe it \Vas to the members sitting 
on the benches in front of me. The hon. 
member for Maryborough said "No." If so, I 
suppose reference was made to all the members 
who differ from the Chief Secretary. I do not 
think I deserve to be called a traitor to the 
country; I am sure I have never done or said 
anything to jn&tify such an insinuation being 
made in reference to me, and I can only say 
that if the remark referil to me the hon. gentle­
man is entirely mistaken. When the Chief 
Secretary was speaking on this point I inter­
jected, "Wha~ is the qualification?" The Chief 
Secretary rephed-

" 'l'he only qualification is to provide that Lhe means 
proposed to attain the desired result are not morally 
wrong. That is the only qualification." 
I said "a vflry important one." I beligve it is 
morally wrong to get people to work under con­
ditions in which they cannot live in some degree 
of decency or comfo'rt. I did not intend to dis­
cus• the matters contained in the Governor's 
Speech, bnt I cannot help expressing my sincet:e 
regTet at some omissions in that Speech. It IS 
true that we are told that the Government are 
going to reduce the railway freight on agricul­
tural produce, I am very glad to hear that 
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they are going to do something for the 
farmers in that direction, though I do not 
know what it is exactly. The Railway Com­
misstouers took a wrong step when they 
raised the freights. "With regard to the stuck 
tax, I think that if it is carried out so that those 
who really benefit by its imposition have to con­
tribute, it will be a very good thing, and I hope 
it will be successful. But one very important 
matter has been omitted from the Opening Speech. 
\Ve know that a large majority in this House are 
protectionists, and I would like to have seen a 
revision of the tariff promised. Unfortunately 
when the tariff was revised a great majority of 
the Cabinet were freetraders, and the tariff was 
not made a protective one. I was asked the 
other day by a gentleman whether I could 
recommend him any good works on protec­
tion. I replied that I believed there were some, 
but I did not know what they were. He said, 
"I thought th8t you being a prot<Jctionist would 
know of some such works in the Parlbmentary 
Library." I replied, "To tell you the hone~t 
truth, although I am now a protectionist I htwe 
been nearly all my life a freetrader, and nearly 
fill the works I have re:cd on the suhject have 
been written by freetradcrs, antl from reading 
them I have become a protecti(JniEt." 

The COLOXIAL TREASURER (Hon. Sir 
T. Mcilwraith): It is a very common thing for 
a man to be converted by reading works on the 
opposite side. 

Mr. SALKELD : I do not say that I was 
converted by reading works on the opposite side. 
I was converted by my own observation, my own 
jndgment, and by thinking out the m"tter for 
myself. I certainly read statiRtics and history, 
and I came to the conclu,;ion that all nations 
which have been prodperous luve prntected their 
own industries ; that all nations which have 
become eminent for manufactures have lutd to 
protect their industries in the first instance. 

Mr. McMASTER : :BJngland is a freetrade 
country. 

Mr. SALKELD: I suppose the hon. member 
refers to the policy of :B;nghtn<l as far back as hi,, 
own memory goes, and it only reaches to the 
time when J~ngland first became a freetrade 
conntrv. If the hon. member went a little 
furthe~ back in history he would find that no 
country in the worl,i has ever protected its 
industries as :England has done. 

The COLONIAL THEASURER: Half the 
grievances of Ireland have arisen from that 
cause. 

Mr. SALKELD : Rot only had England a 
protective tariff of from 25 to 50 per cent., hut 
the importation of many thmgs was absolutely 
prohibited, and they could not be sold in 
England. 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS: Duelling 
and many other things were also in vogue in 
those days. 

Mr. SALKELD : I heartily respond to the 
appeal made by the Chief Secretary, and agree 
with the speeches made by members on the 
Opposition side as to the necessity for doing all 
we can to assist the Government in endeavouring 
to extricate the colony from its present ditliculties. 
So far as I can conscientiously and honestly do 
so, I shall heartily support any measures that 
may be brought forward to get the colom' out of 
its difficulties. I have not now stated ni"y objec­
tions to coloured labour, but I shall do so when the 
measure is before us, as that 1dll be a more appro­
priate time for doing so. I have very decided 
objections to it, and I shall state them honestly 
and truthfully. I hope it will not be fonnd that 
because a man gives expression to vie" s which he 
holds honestly and conscientiously he is to be 

branded as a traitor. I am in favour of good 
government, and will assist the Government in 
any way I conscientiously c»n to tide over the 
present depression. I am very sorry, however, 
that when looking round for some remedy for the 
depression, the Govdrnment- did not seethe ad visa­
bility of bringing in what I believe would do !?ore 
than all else to assist the colony at the present tum\ 
and that is some revision of the tariff in the direc-. 
tion of protecting all onr manufacturing- and pro­
ducing industries. Tlutt would establish confi­
dence, and would put life and spirit into the 
people in every way. I sincerely hope 
that our debates this session, df·<pite the 
bad start made by the mover and seconder 
of the adoption of the Address in Heply, 
will be well conducted. I hope that those 
who have had hard things flung at them will 
not retaliate, that they will show th>tt they are 
above that kind of thing, and that their only 
concern is to. see the country prosperous. 1 
would like to have seen the Government take a 
more cqmprehensive view o[ the public affai1·s, 
and bring in a measure that would really 
establish confidence and bring about a reign 
of ]'rosperity. I do not blame the present or the 
last Government exclnsiYely for the present state 
of the colony, and I recognise the fact that 
great numbers of the people who are now 
crying out about the borrowing an!i spending 
or' the Government tonk their share in the 
eating of the cake very cheerfully indeed, though 
they now grumblE: at having to pay for it. The 
spending- of the money was not confined to one 
locality or to one section of the community, as 
people in all p[!,rts of the colony tried to get 
money spent. However, the state of the money 
market and the failure of our borrowing powers 
have now compelled us to lo~k upon the matter 
in the true light ; and I believe that by f:1iling 
to introduce a protective tariff the . Govern­
ment have miss;,·d one remedy for the depressinn 
which would be as important as all the other 
measures they propose put together. If we had 
a protective tariff here twelve or fifteen years 
a"O we would be in a very different state to 
\;hat we are now in. \Vhat are we going to 
do with the rising generation~ \Vhat is to 
become of them? lt is a very serious problem. 
\Ve cannot find Government billets for them, and 
as for the idea of puttii1g them all upon the land, 
the fact is that we have no market at the present 
time for the products J,rodnced by those who are 
already on the land. Land settlement is a good 
thing, hut it will not do by itself ; we must 
have a fair proportion of all industries in 
progress to be prosperous. I need not speak 
further on the motion before us. I shall have 
something to say upon the measure" mentioned 
in the Opening Speech when they are brought 
before us. 

Mr. BARLOW said: Mr. Speaker,-I shall 
occupy the attention of the House but a very few 
minutes. I should like to add my personal testi­
mony to the worth of the gentleman whose merits 
were referred to last night. I refer to the hte 
member for Barcoo, Mr. M urphy. This is also the 
anniverbary of the death of another great man who 
graced this House, the late Hon. Mr. Macrossan, 
and I feel sure that the memory of both those 
gentleme11 will remain in the annals of Queens­
land for many years to come, I shall not enter 
into the details of this question of black labour, 
hecam·e the Bill is not before us, and for other 
reasons which will appear in the course of the 
speech I intend to deliver. Undoubtedly great 
attention has been drawn to this question within 
the last few months, and undoubtedly some con­
siderable change of opinion has taken place in 
some electorates. That is beyond the power of 
any person who observes what is going on in the 
world to depy. I am not going to inqnire into 
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the question as to whether the newspapers are or 
are not an index of public opinion. \Vhether 
they create or reflect public opinion is a mere 
academical discussion which has no place in 
this debate. As regards the electorate I re­
present in conjunction with my hon. friend, 
l\Ir. JYiacfarlane, we have two newspaperF, 
one of which has taken up from the first ;t strong 
attitude of opposition to the proceedings of the Go­
vernment, and the other newspaper, which is sup­
posed to be of a more conservathe turn of mind, 
has from the first declined to express an opinion 
on the abstract question, but has strenuously 
demanded an appeal to the country before 
any decisive action is taken in the matter. 
No meeting has been held to support the 
views expressed in the Chief Secretary's mani­
festo, but a large number of meetings, I think 
averaging one or two a week, have been held on 
the other side. It is true that the gentlemen 
attending those meetings have not discussed the 
provisions of the Bill, as the Bill was not before 
them, and is not before me ; but in a general 
way they have taken the same line of argu­
ment as the first-mentioned newspaper~that of 
condemnation of the Government proceedings 
and manifesto. lcor my own part I was elected 
as a determined and decided opponent of black 
labour. There can be no mistake about that. 
The speeches which my friend and I delivered at 
our various meetings had all a strong tendency 
that way. 

Mr. DONALDSOX: And since. 

Mr. BARLOW: And, as the hon. member 
assists me-" and since." I l:tave delivered some 
of the strongest testimonies delivered in this 
House on that subject. There is a judgment or 
retribution that overtakeq us all at times, and 
that judgment has overtaken me in the shape <lf 
a reperusal of all my speeches on that occasion. I 
went very carefully through them all, and I must 
say that they are stronger in many respects than 
I thought they were. 'l'he Chief Secretary last 
night-and I speak with great deference upon 
constitutional questions emanating from him­
said that this Parliament has no authority 
to bind a future Parliament, and if a future 
Parliament disagrees with the proceedings of 
this Parliament it can reverse them. If that is 
the case, what foundation is there for the antici­
pation of any investment of capital or any 
permanent arrangement upon the strength of a 
Bill which may be upset immediately after the 
ensuing general election? I am expressing no 
opinion as to whether it will he upset or not; 
hut as this Parliament has no right to hind a 
future Parliament; as the next Parliament will 
undoubtedly have the right to reverse the de­
cisions of its predecessor, cert>tinly as a busi­
ness man I should not he disposed to do very 
much upon the strength of any enactment 
passed in this Parliament upon this qnt:stion. 
But if at the general election a proposal is duly 
put before the people, and then endorsed by a 
majority of the constituencies, any attempt to 
intprfere with that would be repudiation of the 
most decided character, which I believe another 
place would have a strong right to put their foot 
down upon and prevent. There is no d0ubt 
about that. It is a self-evident fact. Now, 
the hurrying on this matter in the present 
House will afford a very strong fulcrum to the 
extreme anti-black labour party at the general 
election. It will be one of the strongest points 
which the anti-black labour party-a party which 
will not listen to detail, or listen to anything 
except the absolute and positive exclusion of the 
black man-~can have. It will be a strong ful­
crum for them to work upon, and it might 
defeat a harmless and reasonable proposal up 
to which the people in the meantime might 

have been educated. That, I think, is a fair 
statement pf the case. I am not judging any 
member who gives a vote on this question. I 
assume tlutt every hon. member who votes will 
have satisfied his own conscience. He will 
have satisfied himself that he can put himself 
right with his constituents, or that a change has 
taken place in the attitude of his constituency. 
Therefore, I judge no man, but I say that a very 
great cry will be raised at the general election, 
that a large number of members violated either 
the letter or the spirit of their pledges. 
I wish to emphasise that. I do not judge 
any gentleman who gives a vote. Every 
nw:nher has a right to vote as he pleases. His 
electors and his constituency are his busine~s and 
not mine. Now, the Chief Secretary Faid that 
the theory of representative government is, that 
the whole of the people not being able to assemble 
together, as I believe the ancient Celts and 
Anglo-Saxons did, they delegate to certain people 
certain work, and thev send them into Parliament 
for a fixed period 'to do it. That is quite 
true as to details and as to emergencies. No 
memher could possibly be expected to tell his 
cmHtituents the details of every Bill coming 
he fore the House on every little emergency, or 
even every considerable emergency. 'There must 
be at all times the exercise of discretion. In 
any great en1Prgency, Bnch as a case of war or 
anything of that kind, this House might make 
laws or do things which might appear very 
strong and decided or eYen arbitrary, but the 
prin01ple of the safety of the public is the highest 
law. But the very fact that the people sent us 
into Parliament because they think us fit to make 
la,; s, amounts to this: that they deemed us fit 
hec:\use we harl give,n, in certain important 
matters, certain pledges. 'l'he people ha>e said 
to ns: "\V e trust you with the representation 
of our district and ourselves, but that represen­
tation must be on cert2oin lines-on certain great 
and broadly-defined lines; you must act within 
those bounds, and, unless you are released from 
your pledges, either by a dissolutinn of Parlia­
ment or some other means, you must adhere 
to those pledge.s." That is the ground I 
take in thL; ca"e ; not with any hos­
tility whatever to the Government ; not 
with any desire to create any trouble; but 
with a due sense of the responsibility of the 
poqition I occupy I cannot help_ feeling as I do. 
Now, how are you to ascertain the opinions of 
the people? Y on cannot ase~ortain them by 
public meetings, because you can never be sure 
that thev are fairly representatiH of the electo­
rate. It has been said-I do not know with how 
much trnth~-that it is not altogether possible to 
obtain freedom of speech at public meetings in 
these times. But this is certain : that if you 
collect lOO or 500 men together at a meet~ 
ing, it is not certain that they are a fair 
sample, in due proportion, of a constituency of 
4,000 people. Now, as regards a by-election, 
people nmy say, " \Vhy not resign and test the 
feelino- of your electorate?" \Veil, in the first 
place ~e are not always disposed to brave the 
trouble and turmoil of an election when we have 
not violated any pledge and do not wish to 
break any pledge we have given to our con­
stituents ; and a by-election is never, as. I 
endeavoured to :;ubmit to the House Ja;'t Ae&swn 
on the que,,tion of federation, a test of any 
one question. It is not a referendum. If 
we could have an official referendum on this 
qnPition to those constituencies whose members 
intend to vote against the present proposal 
and a ballot taken, that might give a verdict, 
but no by-electi,m could decide it. Now, I give 
the Chief Secretary every credit for honesty of 
purpose. I indulge in no reprehension of him or 
any reproach of what he has clone, but the hon. 
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gentleman stands in a very different position to 
a J?rivate member of Parliament. He has become 
an Australian statesman. In him the member 
of Parliament i< entirely swallowed up in the 
statesman. I think the po"itiun of the Ministry 
in our Houses of Parliament is that, that altlwugh 
they require to be elected by the people, they 
notwithstanding have a certain official position. 
A voter who takes un a ballot-paper with 
the name of Sitmnel Griffith on it may not 
agree with him at all, but, unless he is 
very much blinded by prejudice, he would 
say, "\Ve must have Sir Samuel in the House." 
Therefore, in that case and in the ·case of other 
prominent members on the opposite side of the 
House, the member is entirely subservient to the 
public interest. \Vith the rank and tile it is 
very different. They are sent in to carry out 
their pledges, and do what they promised to do, 
and that is a position that I cannot get away 
from. The leader, in his capacity as a leader, 
undoubtedly has a right to change his frout if he 
feels it necessary. 

l\fr. HYNE: As circumstances change. 

Mr. BARLOW : No ; I do not contend that, 
but I contend that it is possil>le for a great 
political leader to do that and yet to stand right 
with the people who sent him here in a way that 
I could not pretend to do. 

Mr. DRAKE : What if his followers do not 
go with him? 

Mr. BARLOW : If his followers do not gn 
with him, the obvious result is a dissolution of 
Parliament. I am not entering now into special 
pleading for the Chief Secret~ry. I am only 
showing how very different his position is to 
that of the ordinary member of this Hou,e, 
and I cannot help feeling it is so. I will just con­
clude by saying that I ba ve learned a great de:1l 
in the House since I have been here, and I believe 
I have unlearned a great deal. I have unlearned 
a great cleal of violent prejnrlice. I do not know 
what the proposals of the Government are, but 
these proposals, after a general election, if I were 
here, would have my support or opposition 
entirely upon the old ground which I have never 
deserted-that an alien race is objectionable 
when it comes into competition with the white 
population-when it permanently and directly 
lowers the standard of civilisation, and when it 
fixes amongst ·us people who are not fit to 
be incorporated into our society and not fit 
to take part in our political institutions. 
\Vhat I may say hereafter I do not know, but 
in view of the past pledges I have given, and 
from which I cannot be released until I am 
rel~Jtsed from them by the electors of lp•wich, I 
am bound not to support this proposition. I do 
not know what the state of parties may be at the 
next general election, and I do not think any­
body else doe~. A very great deal of water will 
have to run down the bills before then. I3ut I 
do say this : That, standing as I do, pledgd to a 
certam course, I cannot, with any degree of self­
respect, and thinking that my constituency.has 
not undergone such a very strong and senous 
change as to justify the belief that they are 
entirely changed-! cannot depart from the 
pledges I have given. I need not s:ty more. I 
need not enter into more details on the subject; 
but I reserve to myself the right, when I address 
myself tn my constituents, of making them 
thoroughly understand what I mean on that 
occasion; and you may depend upon it that they 
will understand it. 

Mr. HOOLAN said : 1\fr. Speaker,-This 
seems to be a kind of full-dress rehearsal of the 
legislation we are about to undertake, ant! it 
seems only right that I should take my share in 
that part of the business. There is a great deal 

in the Speech placed in the mouth of His 
Excelleney by the Government to which the 
party I belong to must object very strongly. 
There are other thingg in it with which, of 
course, nearly ev;Jry meml>er of the House ~·ill 
agree while there are a great many other rm­
vorta;rt matters to which no reference is made in 
it, and which certainly ought to have. been broug_ht 
prominently forward at the meetmg of Par!ra­
ment---rnatters which, if carried out, would be 
very beneficial to the public, and to the cause of 
good government generally. Seeing that we 
have already had so much of the black matter 
since hon. members met yesterday afternoon, It 
may, perhaps, be advisable to give them a little 
chan~e to white. We find the Goven;or ~"d· 
dre,sin;>; the "Gentlemen of the Legrslative 
Assembly " as follows:-
~"The general c1epressicn to which I have already re .. 

fe1 red has necessitated the utmost ec:1nomy in tlle 
administration of the Guvernmcut. Jliy ;jlinisters have 
~iven their best endeavours in this direction. 

"'l'lle Estimates for the enr.uing financial year will 
be submitted to you at an e:trly date, and will be 
fr:amPd with a duo regard for the circtnn:::.tance-,, of the 
colo.Jy.•• 

I contend that we onght to have had the 
Estimates firs\. Those matters which concern 
white people ought to come first, and th,~se 
which concern black people last. The white 
p2.ople are the superior people, and shonld _come 
first, and the questiOn of the tranS]Jlantatron of 
the black people from their homes in the South(Jrn 
seas to the hut soil of Queensland, together wrth 
all that concerns their moral, soci"I, and religious 
welfare after their arrival here, might well 
remain in abeyance until we have dealt with 
the wants of the white ]Jeople. There is 
not!Jing \\hatever said as to the direction this 
promiecd economy will take. It is to be hoped 
it will be more than a. mere empty promise. 
But I daresay the Government are like a good 
many other people ; they will not enter upon a 
system of dgid economy until it is absolutely 
forced down tneir throats, if I may be permitted 
to use a somewhat forcible illustration. The 
material depression that exists in the colony has 
been brought about by extravagance, and that 
extravagance began with the floating of the 
colony's first loan, and has continued down to 
the present dRy. This ex~ravaga':'ce has not 
only o\erburdened the public, but It has over­
burdened the Ministry to such an extent that 
thev are asking the poor unfortunate people of 
the' South Sea I"lands to come anJ help them 
out of their difficulties. Amongst tbe many 
que-1tinns we are called upon to deal with, 
I hope they will not forget t!reir promises 
with recrard to economy, for tln~ colnny can 
never re~urne anything like prosperity, and public 
confidence can never be restored, until the 
strictest and most careful economy is practised 
in every department, from the highest down to 
the very lowest. Although the. Government 
cannot interfere with people wrth very low 
salaries in the service, yet the mere fact of a more 
careful admimstration in the higher branches 
will have its effect on all the rest, and induce 
them to practise a far greater economy than has 
hitherto prevailed in the public service of the 
colony. It. is a crying shame that some of our 
Civil' s<>rvants, who are drawing salaries from 
the pul.Jlic revenue of £1,GOO a yettr, should 
not be able to live upon that £1,000 a year, 
and carry on in an honeet way, and pay 
their just debts. It Fets a lmd example when we 
hear of public servttnts in the receipt of an 
enormous Balary embracing the opportunity uf 
going into the Inoolvency Court, getting white­
washed, and then returning to their former fat 
billets to carry on the same game again. T~at 
h a matter which demands the earnest attentron 
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of every member of the House, and I trust it 
will receive it. However, I suppose we have got 
to continue the discus;;ion on the unfortunate 
kanak<t-the docil0, ammmble, gentle, obedient 
kan<tka-anil perhaps it is as wen not to enter 
into anything else at the present time. \Ve 
know th<~t not only this Parli<trncnt, but 
alsothe preceding Parliament, stand dis:inctly, 
forcibly, and stmngly plec1ged in e1·ery way, 
both by aildresses on public platforms ancl 
by addresses in this :House, to bring nu nwrc 
coloured labour of any kind into the colony. 
How iloec it appear to me, who was the only 
one who took the stand that you c:mnot. sepamte 
the two f}nestions black labour and se par ttion? 
I took that stand, and yet I was howled at by 
public men, by all the black labour party through­
out the North, sayiug that I was an impudent, 
bold, forl\:ml fellow, who did not know what I 
was uttering. How could I be right and all the 
other N" orthern members wrong? I must be 
wrong, and they must be right. During the 
discussion on ~eparation, the very first utterance 
of every publie man was: "\Ye will se: tl!B 
black labour f}Uestion and all the labour cliiliculty 
on one side. It is scotched, killed, o-lain, banged, 
drawn and f}U<trteted, and put out of sight." 
'l'he parents are slain, and the orphans-th<tt ic, 
the children of the kanaka que.,ti<Jn, if I may 
use the simile-are sent to the orphan school. 
'l'he whole Press of Northern Queensbnd, from 
N ormanton to Oloncurry-the Cookton.·n Courie1~, 
the CaiTns Aryus, the Townsdlle Hcmld, the 
Town:;ville Telef!mph, the Sentinel, the Northern 
J1Iiner, and all the Jliiackay papers took up 
the same yarn. In the vpry first se:;sion 
of Parliament I sat here, when the motion 
tabled by the late Hon. John Macrossan 
on the question of ~separation wa.s brought 
forward, wh<tt was the first little sedative they 
administered to the public? ln all their to.rgu­
men ts they said, " \V e shall set aside entirely 
the black labour question." \Yhen I find men 
who have been returned to this House to repre­
sent the country faithfully and well, come 
forward and say "such and such a thing is set 
aside," I believe they are telling the truth. But 
when they found that they could not carry out 
their object.> and aims with regard to separation, 
in a few months, we have hardly time to brc"'the 
in a manner of speaking, before the whole 
question of black labour is brought forwarJ 
in all its force. The Chief Secretary issues a 
manifesto, and all at once black labour is to be 
the policy of the colony for the future. It is not 
to be a small extension or concession to the 
planters by which the difficulties they are labour­
ing under may be mitigated ; if i" for ten years. 
Great Scott ! I am a fledgling politician; a person 
fJf no irnp0rtance, or no supposed irnportance 
above wh:>tever consideration I may give to 
myself ; but they appear somewnat mysterious 
to me, these utterances of public men. I 
should like to say what I think of them, 
but if I did so I beliP.ve that you, Sir, would very 
quickly call me to order. I am afraid that my 
thou,;hts on the matter would not be very com­
plimentary to the whole of them, were they 
uttered. I cannot c.mceive how any man can 
come in here and s'>ying one thing and meaning 
another, having quite a contrary and different 
thought in the innermost rec.esses of· his heart. 
But yet we see that \V hen a man cannot carry 
a big political question, he is immediately pre­
pared to turn round and say "Yes," where before 
he said "No." That is one of the mysteries 
of parliamentary life, which I suppose a person 
may overcome in time and get used to. Certain 
sections of the community have taken the very 
broadest stand upon the kanaka question. That 
is, they say that they have no dedre to get any 
assistance from any alien race, and nn matter 

whether they are on a platform before the public, 
or here aH memlJers of the Legislative Assembly, 
1 think it is only right at1d manly and proper 
that they should stick to their principles. 
I would rather sLarve than accept the bread 
or any of the sweets of life produced by 
the swe<tt of .a black man. And I say that 
any vvorking n1an or any starving rnan who says 
tha'; he' .m not get a lidng in this country, which 
can prudncs plenty for all hagds, and is able to 
cont>tin 5,000 or 10,000 times the number of 
people in it now, without the assistance of a 
black man, is a coward, and the very worst sort 
of man. Those men are traitors to their country 
who do not maintain the convictions which were 
born in them, which have grown with them, and 
which they ought to retain until the clay of 
their de.:<th. I know that as far as I am 
concerned I shall rntain my convictions until the 
day I die. I am, I believe, but. a paltry indi­
vidual, but I should lower myself to the utmost 
if I for one mwnent thought that I could not get 
a living in any part of r\.u:,trn.lia without asking 
or desiring the asshtance of any black or alien 
race. Here \.Ve are a prond race ; we have got 
possession of this great colony; we have our 
in~titutions, some of \vhich have cost enornwus 
sums of money, and vet the cry has gone 
forth not only throughout the colonies, but 
thronghout the whole world, that we cannot 
live or carry on public business, cannot pay our 
lJubl'c servants, provide brnd and butter for 
our families and beer for uurselve&, or decent 
frocks for our wh·es, without the aid of the 
kanaka. It is a most shameful position to take 
up. \Ve are takiug up a position which, under 
any circumstances, I should be most heartily 
ashamed of. Kothing would induce me to do it. 
I think it iil a very poor thing indeed if we h":ve 
to rescue the colony from the mud and rmre 
of insolvency by appealing to the unfortunate 
kanaka to help us. There is no doubt that 
we can grow sugar-ca.ne, and we have a solution 
of the difficulty within ourselves. \Vhen we 
had a national danger, as it was called, lnst year 
t.here were plenty of men ready to leap into the 
bre wh, a·nd if tlns is a national clanger why do 
not we members of Parliament try and rescne 
the colony from it? Why does not the Chief 
Secretary go out with a hoe in his hand and 
grow can?, inHtead of issuing rnanifestoes asking 
other people to do the work? \V by do not the 
members of the Assembly, who have nine 
rnonths' reCE'',,.:;, and frt e railway passes, go 
through the country and grow it during Lhat 
recess? I tay it is their duty to rescue the 
colony, and restore confidence between the 
workine( people and the commercial people. If 
this industry is necessary to the welfare of the 
colony <tnd the best interests of the people, by 
all means let us assist that labour by making 
eYerv person amongst us pass through the ordeal 
of it. before he can attain to any position in the 
St,•te. Send out the hundreds of big fat 
policemen who reside in the B.oma street bar­
rJ.cks to grow sugar-cane. Let every public.-ervant 
who is phy.·-ically strong enough, go throu!l'h 
the ordeal of growing cane. The great majority 
oi the people are able to do it, and why Rhould 
we teach them that they are not wanted to do 
it ; that there is no necessity for them to do the 
work; that we can get alien mcec~ to do it? The 
cL·ricalworkcrs and the gen~lemanly cla'' gene­
rally outnumber the actual workers six to one, 
ani! how C<tll you expect the working people to 
take kindly to this cla· s of labour, or in fact to 
any kind of labour uniler such circumstances? 
It is not likdy that working men will wear 
their lives out working and toiling when they 
look around and see how society is regulated; 
that the idlers reap all the benefit, while a 
worker, more particularly when he becomes the 
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fathet• of a family, has to work and toil from 
morning till night until the day of his death, 
and groan and grind and tortnre his body and soul 
to provide food for his children. Is it any wonder 
under these conditions that the working class are 
?riven to despair? Some change must take place 
111 the management of our public institutions to 
remedy this, 

The Hox. B. D. MOREHEAD : In our gaols. 

Mr. HOOLAN: It is to be hoped so. It is to 
be hoped also th>tt the hon. gentleman will 
keep out of them. He would make rather a 
rough customer if he got into gaol, I believe. 

I believe he is built on the principle-wherever 
he can get his head he is bound to get the 
rest of his body. The remedy for the existing 
state of things does not iie in the introduction 
of kanakas, nor of the pigtailed Chinaman, 
nor the brown-faced almond-eyed Javanese, 
nor any other alien race. Last night an hem. 
member referred to the pamphlet that was 
circulated s'tying the curse of God is on them. 
I do not know whether the curse of God 
is on them or not, but a curse is on them. 
The curse of leprosy and other diseases 
is on them, and we have quit.e enough 
curses caused by ourselves without introducing 
these, no matter what becomes of the sugar 
industry. No one will starve so lung as he is 
willing to work, as the majority of our adult 
population are adult males, am:l they n.re not 
likely to starve while they can shift about. It is 
most unfortunate that this subject was ever intro­
dncerl.. It only provokes further warfare when 
there might have been peace, and some readjust­
ment of the affairs of the colony arrived at. 
This will provoke a dangerous warfare before it is 
over, and the warfare will continue. The 
public will rather Htarve in the streets than 
give up their principles. I would not like 
to <undertake the task of preaching this doc­
trine to many of them, because no matter 
what may be said, the public mind is entirely 
against the kanaka, and it is only those who are 
subject to the banefnl influence of their em­
ployers, or whose minds have had poison in­
stilled into them by the professional agitators­
not labour agitators, but professional agita­
tors from·the city of Brisbane, who are subsidised 
by the planters-it is only those who are 
not opposed to the reintroduction of lmnaka 
labour. '!'hey have been led to believe that 
there is a prospect of better things in store for 
them, and most certainly this poison will destroy 
the whole body and corrupt them for time and 
eternity. 

The Ho:-.-. B. D. MOREHJ~AD : Deal with 
tithe-you have nothing to do with eternity. 

1\fr. HOOLAN: I have taken up little time 
since I came into the House, but the hon. 
g_ontleman is utterly regardless of time. In fact, 
time does not seem to fly with him. He is one 
of those fortunate people who take no heed of 
time. I may be pa,rdonecl for alluding to what 
the Chief Secretary said, but I shall try and 
allude to him most respectfully. He said that 
lt ~vas nothing but right t.hat the Government 
pohcy 8hould change when there was no reason­
able doubt that the people had changed their 
opiniono. \Vith ail due respect to the hon. 
gentleman, I would like to ask him hoN he has 
obtained the information that the people have 
changed their opinions? He went on a trip to 
New Guinea, and I understand he witnessed one or 
two of their interesting corroborees; but surely he 
cannot take what he saw there as a change of 
public opinion in Queensland. Then he went on 
a tour round North Queensland. There was no 
occaoion to go into the back parlours, or amongst 
the broken-do\vn planters of the North to find 

what public opinion was. Tho only way to find 
out the public opinion in the North was by 
calling the public together. A few years a;;-o if 
the hon. gentleman had wanted to haYe an 
expression of public opinion he would have taken 
good care to go on a public platform-the proper 
place to go. He did not do so on this occasion, 
n.nd he is certainly labouring under a very great 
mistake, to put it mildly. Public opinion in 
North llueensland has undergone no change in 
regard to this question, any more than it has 
undergone a change in regard to the question of 
separation. It is politichtns who undergo 
change, not the public. The public are not 
cowards. 'l'he public can live without kanaka". 
They have not all been land boomers, like a few 
people connected with chambers of commerce, 
and a few semi or wholly insolvents, with whom 
the hon. gentleman mixed on the banks of Hoss 
Creek. The public have been working for their 
living, and do not need kanakas introduced, or 
dirty-faced chow-chows. They do not need the 
assistance of these alien races. It is very wrong 
for the Chief Secretary to stty that. If it 
had come from me it might have been taken 
for what it was worth. But it has come 
from the Chief Secretary, and it Ius led to the 
iosue of his manifesto, which has brought about 
this state of turmoil, and dragged down one of our 
biggest institutions-the Church-into this war­
fare, and has caused ministers of religion to 
attack anrl ocandalise each other. I think the 
Chief Secretary has no right to come here and 
"ay that public O]Jinion has changed. The first 
step to have taken towards finding out whether 
such a change has taken place would have been 
to go to his own constituents. 'Ihat was clearly 
his duty, and that is where humble members of 
the Legislative Assembly go if they carry away 

'with them any straightforwardness or political 
princip'e after they have passe<! through the 
atmosphere of this Assembly. It is not by the 
subsidised articles of an imolventPreos that we can 
arrive at what public opinion is upon this matter. 
l know five paper.s in tlte Korth which have 
been shut up. One of them was forced into the 
law courts by an action for libel ; and has not 
the Carpentf(1'ia Tin~es-one of the best and 
straightest little papers that we had in the 
North<-had to go through the insolvent court? 
Is not its editor now at work in this city as a 
journeyman printer? That man would have 
been still running his paper, and been enun­
ciating the principles of the workers of this 
colony had the commercial men of Norman­
ton not been against him. But he could not 
carry on. He tried as long as he could, but the 
consequence is that he died. Unfortunately the 
commercial people and the bankers run this colony, 
"nd the sooner that stops the better. They put 
their thumbs clown, and prevent editors from ex­
pressing the state of public opinion. 'l'hcy jump 
on the poor editor, or they rig np their business 
managers to bring libel actions ai'ainst the 
papers, and rig up picked juries. No one knows 
better than the Chief Secretary that we cannot 
get a proper expre,sion of p1rblic opinion from 
the Press of Northern Qneemland. The true 
editor·' of the papers there are the bankers, who 
reel out the articles that are supposed to express 
public opinion. There are really no responsible 
journalists there. < If you search you will find 
that it is either a syndicate or the bn.nks that are 
interested in the plantations, w hi eh own the news­
papers. Y quPan get noproperexpression of opinion 
from the Press of this colony. There is only 
one w:>y in which public opinion can be found 
ant, and that is by calling the public together 
and eliciting the truth from them. It is all very 
well for the Tele[!mph to shriek and howl and 
say that free speech is interrupted and stifled in 
Brisbane. It is only that the Telegraph wants 
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to make a public grievance. All that has to be 
done is to take one of the halls in this city and 
the hon, gentleman will get a fn,ir hearing. 

HoxontADUJ 1\'[E)mERS: No. 
Mr. AGNEW: He may if he crams the meet­

ing. 
1\Ir. HOOLAN : Surely 400 or 500 men cannot 

control the public meetings of this city ! That 
is absurd, and I would not believe such a thing. 
No one can mn,ke me believe that. 

The HoN. B. D. 1\IOREHEAD: We cannot 
limit your belief. 

Mr. HOOLAN: If the working people are 
divided against each other they will very soon go 
into a public hall and show their hostility. You 
need not tell me that, because I spring from the 
ranks of the workinl'( man, and if I may use the 
term, I have rigged public meetings and con­
ducted public meetings. Over and over again I 
have rigged public meetings to applaud Sir 
Samuel Griffith. I know how to rig and fix up 
public meetings as well as anyone, and I also know 
that as soon as hostility divides the working 
public, they have their separate leaders and 
form into opposite factions and fight the battle 
out. The commercial public are anxious for 
one thing and the working public are anxious for 
another, but the commercial public, the very 
respectable white-coated or black-coated gentle­
men, will not come out anu state their opinions ; 
they are too respectable for that, and leave it 
to the Press to do it for them. "Why do they not 
come out and put their case before the public, 
and get a fair expression of public opinion? Is 
it not because they know that the working classes 
are against them? Any how, no expression of 
public opinion has been sought, and it will only 
complicate matters throughout the colony if the 
proposed legislation in regard to ka.nakas is 
rmssed this session. Hon. members who have 
spoken have, of course, wandered all round this 
subject, and presumably I have the same privi­
lege as other members, and may, if I choose, 
perambulate round it in the same fashion. It 
seems to be the orthodox thing, and I suppose I may 
do it as well as other hon. members, especially as 
this is what the hon. member for Balonne would 
probably call my ddmt on a Governor's Speech. 
'J'he Chief Secretary said yesterday that the 
labour leaders " took in hand to regulate the 
mechanical industries. What was the result 
with re,peco to that action? A large number of 
mechanics have been driven out of the country." 
I could very soon show that the legislators of this 
colony have been working on a false svstem for 
years. Look at that confounded building at the 
corner of George and Elizabeth streets, which 
will not be wanted for a hundred years hence. 
And how many buildings h>we been erected on 
the same false ::end unso1md system? Look again 
at the small population of the colony, one­
fourth of which is stuck about Brisbane, at 
the southern end of the colony. Any busi­
ness man will tell you that that large 
number of people can never be kept here 
in a state of indus•ry. It is all very well to 
boast about our resources, but that has been 
done before for the sake of booms. We have 
certainly great resources, but they are not 
sufficient to keep up the state of things which 
has prevailed hitherto. Legislators as well as 
other people have made mistakes, and they must 
accept the responsibility of those mistakes and 
not try to shirk it. If I make a mistake I 
accept the blame for it with the best grace 
possible. If I had, as a~legislator, asr,istcd to 
create a false and unsound system I would 
take the blame of my action and not try to 
force it on to the shoulders of the secre­
taries or leaders of labour organisations. 
The Chief Secretary has had a very big hand, as 

a leading politician, in bringing about the present 
state of affairs, and should bear the blame oE his 
own misdoings, and so should every other man 
who has had any share in the matter, whether as 
a legislator, a taxpayer, or voter. \Ve do not 
want to enter into an acrimonious discussion on 
this subject, althongh the gauntlet has been flung 
down to us; but it is just as well not to sit here 
with papers spread out on our knees and look 
wise, because if we do we shall get heartily 
pilled by the public when we go outside. 'J'he 
hon. member for Maryborough, :Mr. Annear, 
is no doubt well able to take his own part. 
He is not one~ of tho•e weakly, sickly 
bantams with a weak voice, a small body, and 
attenuated form, but a robnst man with strong 
lungs. The hon. member has informed us that 
he has been crowned. Therefore I suppose it 
is not improper to say, "B<rhold the king, his 
majesty has arrived," and I hope that if in 
future references I speak of him as "worthy 
sire," or "liege lord," I shall not be considered 
to be acting improperly. \Ve cannot tell what 
sort of a crown he received, because unfor­
tunately at that point of his speech an hon. 
member rose to a point of order. However, 
whatever it was, we are glad to hear that 
he has been crowned. Th~ time will come 
when we shall all be crowned ; some of 
us are no doubt looking forward to a crown 
of immortality when we go down the long vista 
of time for evermore. I fear, however, that the 
crown some of us are to receive at the geneml 
election will be une that will be pleasant to 
neither sense, sight, nor smell. J3ut, whatever it 
is, we shall have to put up with it. The hon. 
member for 1\Iaryborough seems to bave a con­
stant and unceasing hostility towards the 
labour leaders in Brisbane and throughout the 
colony generally. Is the hon. member aware 
that he and the Chief Secretary have been 
travelling about the colony for a short time 
as professional agitators? Is he aware that the 
people to whom they h'we preached in back p.lr­
lours, chambers of commerce, and other places 
were prepared to go to work in a proper manner 
to solve the difficulties which beset the colony, 
and that he and the Chief Secretary have raised 
in them a false hope, as it will eventually prove 
to be, with respect to the effect of the propo<ed 
reintroduction of black labour? If the hon. 
member is not aware of these facts, h6 should 
be made nware of them. The hon. member put 
himself in the position of one of those pro­
fessional agitators who go about the country to 
disturb the public mintl. It is not the working 
men or any one section in the colony who are 
professional agitators. Anyone who buoys up 
the public mind with a hope in a sta(e of things 
which cannot possibly exist under any circnm­
stances is in the position of a professional agitator, 
even if he is not paid for his services. That is a very 
wrong and improper position to take up, and I 
am very much surprised that the hem. member 
for Maryborough, who has always denounced 
that kind of thing, should take up snch a position. 
If we reintroduce black labour, it will cause 
further annoyance and depression, and drag us 
still deeper into the mire in which we are now 
labouring. If this proposal had not been made, 
the people would have carried out the resolve 
which is growing in their minds to work at 
agricultural pursuits and assist the industries of 
the colony, the public revenue, and themselves. 
But, instead of encouraging them to do that, the 
leader of the Government has pr'lwtically ''aiel, 
"There is no necessity for you to work ; we will 
call Parliament together; we· have a majority 
and will carry this kanaka business ; you need 
not work, your constitutions are not built that 
wa,y ; 1f those fellows round Brisbane will not 
work let them starve ; the kanaka will come a,nd 
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work for you." This was the doctrine sprean by 
the Chief 1:\ecretary ann the hon. member for 
Maryborough on tlieir tour roun'd amongst the 
ch:<mbers of commerce. 

Mr. ANNEAR: No. 
Mr HOOLA::'\ : The hon. member nenies it, 

but I give the statement for what it is worth, 
just as he gives his statements about agitators. I 
make the statement as it was told to me, and I 
believe it to be true. It is as true, at all event", 
as most of the statements made on the floor of 
this Chamber. The hon. member ejaculated 
that there was no such thing as slave trading. 

Ho:xouRc,BLE 1\IE11BEllS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. HOOLAN: Very well, if he takes up 

that position he should stick to it, and he should 
be' careful not to make the figures he quotes 
confound it. He· says that all through the 
kanaka we get £8,000,000 of money spent in the 
colony at the rate of £20 per head. 

Mr. ANNEAR: No; £1,400,000. 
Mr. HOOLAN : I stand corrected; but how 

much dc·BS the unfortunate kanaka get? Here 
is a class of people perfectly happy and con­
tented in their own islands, where peace reigns 
supreme ; but they are not to be allowed to stop 
there. \V e send ships to their island homes 
where these people grow and breed, and have 
their fathers and mothers, eisters end brothers, 
and cousins and auntE<, and where every "~T oey'' 
has his "Mary'' and all the rest of it ; where 
everything goes on all right, and they have no 
churches to go to and no taxes to pay. 

The HoN. B. D. 1\IOREHEAD : Have they 
any labour leaders? 

Mr. HOOLAN : Here the planter gets the 
whole result of their labour, and they are put upon 
the canefields and made to sweat, and scorch, 
and burn, and in some in~tances to starve, if 
they could not live on the few sweet potatoes 
they grew, though that may not be the case nuw. 

The Ho:x. B. D. MOREHJ!;AD: Havethey 
any labour learlers? 

Mr. HOOLAN: N"o, and it is very fortunate 
for them that they have not. 

Ho:xouRABLE 1\IE:IIBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. HOOLAK: It is to be hoped thn.t if they 

come here in such quantities as is proposed they 
will soon have their labour leaders. The 
Javanese soon got labour leaders, and were able 
to turn round and give the planters as good as 
they received, and-perhaps I had better leave 
that sentence with a" dash." The hon. member 
tells us thoJe enormous profits derived from 
the labour ofthe kanakas !ire distributed amongst 
the people. No doubt, it is a nice thing to gRt 
an inferior race to do your work and have the 
profits of their labour distributed amongst you, 
as it was a nice thing to have the profits of the 
labour of the negroes in cultivating tobacco and 
cotton in America distributed in the same way. 
No doubt it would be a nice· thing- for the hon. 
member to get the profits of my labour or for me 
to get the profits of his, but it is not so nice for 
the unfortunate individual who has to do the 
work. Is it not fair to say that if the kanaka 
comes here his labour should obtain its price? 
You cannot say that one man shall work 
in the canefield. and another man elsewhere. 
The white man and the blrtek man in the employ 
of the planters are socially equal, though the 
kanaka may get only 5s. a week while. the white 
man gets 25s. 'fhe kanaka can do the white 
man's work, and ·there is the difficulty, and they 
have been known to outstrip the white man in 
some things. \V e know these people are useful, 
and there is the difficulty. Did not a lead­
ing man at Charters Towers, \V, P. Morgan, who 

is now an M.P. in the British House of Com­
mons, have one of these men for a butler ; 
a.n<l the Hon. Tom Buckland, a Charters 
Towers millionaire, got a kanaka for a b1\tler be­
cause he was docile alH1 obedient, and people 
like docile and obedient servants. We know 
that Grant up there got one as a buck nur;;e to 
hawk his little children about. There are dozens 
of them nursing, and they are employed as 
nurses at ThurRday Island. Y on will see a 
kanaka ;;o up to a lady and take a child off 
her brectst. \Ve know that the big fat 
IVIalays do that, and they are grosser than 
the kanakas ; and all sense of delicacy is 
lost where people are thus brought into con­
tact with the kanaka. These people receive 
nothing for their labour, and they are taken 
away from the islands where they grow food 
they can digest, and grow up stalwart fellows 
with plenty of bone and muscle, ann have none 
uf the vices and crimes that are taught them 
here. But we are determined to bring them 
here and stuff them with our mmuitable food, 
and create feelings of dyspepsia amongst them. 
They learn to eat sweet potatoes and corned 
meat, and from the treatment they get here 
they die of the measles and are buried. If you 
want the blacks to work why are you not pre­
pared to !Jay the labourer his price ? \Vhat 
right have you to get him here and take the 
resnlt of his labour, and then give him to take 
home to his i~land a rusty musket, a red hand­
kerchief, and a std11g of beuds for his ".i\Jary"? 
I want to know that. Can any of you answer 
me? Is it not only a part of the greed of 
human nature, and in keeping wilh the whole 
history of slavery from the early days to 
the present time? How can you, knowing 
that these people do not understand yet the 
nature of their contracts, fetch them here against 
their will? How can you bring them here and 
teach them the crimes, wickedness, and vice of 
the white man, and in the first place teach them 
to poison themselves with the vile rum of their 
own manufacture? You bring them here for 
that, and then when one of your own clergymen 
who has lived amongst those people for many 
years, and has devoted his life to them, has 
watched them in many stagesoftheirexistence, and 
will no doubt. watch the dying struggles of wme 
of those kanakas, protests against the whol8 thing 
in proper form, a servile Press, and a bad, wicked, 
gorgeful public join in falsifying themselves on 
purpose to vilify that man. I say the Rev. Mr. 
Smrth's statements are-I won't go so far as to 
say they are li<>s, becaw;e he has written them 
temperately; but he has no knowledge of what 
he writes · about, and has no more right to 
enter into a controversy with that gentleman, 
who has devoted many years of his life 
to those people, than I would have to 
enter upon a controversy with the Chief 
SecretRry on a point of law. I have read every 
line of the ReY. IVIr. Paton's letters carefully, 
and I am sure that what he has written is the 
result of his own convictions, founded on his 
own knowledge, gained bit J,y bit and scrap by 
ecrap, of these people; and the Rev. Mr. Smith, 
in attempting to refute what he has written, 
places himself in just the same position that I 
would place myself in if I went before 
the Chief Secretary and tried to argue with 
him on points of law. It is said that it is 
eosy to stand here and make accusations 
against the planters, but I stand here as strong 
an opponent of the planters as any man can be. 
I have done so from the first, and will do so to 
the laet, no matter what the consequences may 
be. I study the white race of thig colony-of 
which I am one. The black man is not my 
thought or care, as I do not profess to be a 
missionary, or an evangelist, to take the black 



Address in Replg. [30 MaRCH.] Address in Reply. 

man under my wing. I coulrl never be a planter 
to employ any men am! get the results of their 
labour and gi \-e them a beggar's pittance. 

.At ten minuteH IJa3t 7 o'clock, 

.:V[r. GLAi:lSEY called attention to the state 
of the Hon,·e. 

Quorum formerl. 
:Mr. HOOLA~ said: 1\Ir. i:lpeaker,-There is 

another side to this question entirely apart from 
the side of strong principle and honest conviction. 
With sotne people who ovpose the colomed 
labour question it is merely a matter of strong 
principle and honest conviction-the very 
strongest principles and the most honest con­
victions. It is wry easy for those opposed to 
that individual or individuals to call their action 
aggressive or hostile. Although in a manner 
aggressive to the planters, I quite understand the 
difficulties of their position. They are, of course, 
a number of commercial people, and they deserve 
the very same consideration as other commercial 
people. Possibly had I the means at commaPd, 
or had I any knowledge of the sugar business in 
my youthful day,;, I would have been a planter 
on the coast of Queensland, and be .now engaged 
in thi8 trouble and warfare, trying to get black 
labour; and I expect the same consideration ex­
t~nded to me, occupyin;( as I do the reverse posi­
twn, as I should expect if I were a planter. Asfaras 
I am concerned, I can do the planters very little 
good and probablv very little injnry, but still I 
am willing to extend to them all the considera­
tion they ·dEsene and all the helpful as,;istance I 
can give them. No doubt they are unfortunately 
phtced. It would, no doubt, be very wrong, 
thrnngh ignorance of the affairs of the country, to 
destroy an industry which we must all admit is a 
very important one, and one which, except under 
very extreme circumstances, shoulclnot be allowed 
to die out. I hope the circumstances are not so 
extreme, and will not become so extreme, that the 
industry will die out. The planters, of course 
deserve every considerati<m, and have had ~ 
great deal of consideration at the hands of the 
1:-ltate, and I believe some of them have made 
money: No doubt they have gone in for ,·ery 
expensrYe machinery, but that is not on ac­
coQnt of their philanthropic views at all, and 
they only deserve the s~me generous and 
soft-hearted consideration that ohould be ex­
tended to any other class in the community. 
They have spent their money in building and 
establishing sugar-mills, but it was not for the 
benefit of either the white or the black race ; it 
was solely for tbe benefit of themselves. And 
like everyone eh;e engn,gpd in comtnercial enter­
prises, if circumstances occur w hi eh prevent 
them from reaping that benefit, thev must put 
up with the result, whatever that may be. 
}~very one of us engaged in commercial pursuits 
has to risk all he has got, and the sugar planters 
on the coast of Queensland have to do the 
same. :IIlany of our coast planters are agents 
and they have risked all that other people hav~ 
got. They are like some of our very clever 
mining agents; they have risked that which was 
not their own. It is certainly a momentous 
matter, and one which should not take the form 
of hasty legislation. Let us give it the fulleslt 
consideration within the limits of common sense 
and our own consciences. It is a matter that the 
public of the colony is deeply concerned in. But 
rt concerns more than the welfare of its pre-"ent 
inhabitants. There are national and State 
aspirations to be considered. The claims of the 
r!sing generation are :<lso involved in the ques­
tion, and of generatwns yet unborn. It is a 
que.<tion which affects the future not only of 
Queensland, but of the whole of Australia, and 
yet hon. members seem inclined to rush it 
through in an acrimonious debate. I know 

that I am quite unable to deal with it. I 
will do the best .I can from my own 
standpoint, but it will require the very 
greatest thought to properly deal with the ques­
tion and to settle it. The alien has been a 
constant trouble to Queensland and to the whole 
of the Australian colonies. He has bAen more 
trouble to Queensland than to the other colonic-'<, 
and is likely to continue to be, because we are so 
close to the countries he inh>tbits, and his faei!i­
ties for landing on our shores are so grc a.t. J!,rmn 
my infancy l have been fighting against the 
introduction of Chinamen. It is most dishearten­
ing to think that you are always phtced 
t:mongst people who are your inferiors by race. 
\Vhen you come into the Legislative Abbembly 
you feel all the natural pride of manhood, 
and rise to the dignity of the occasion, because 
yOu are an1ongst your corn peers, amongst people 
who are a great deal cleverer th>tn yourself, and 
thet' there is some credit in warfare over matters 
that affect your interests. llut it is no credit, it is 
disgusting to human nature in every way, to have 
to be con"tantly standing up and fighting against 
inferior people as if you were afraid that they were 
going to take the l•read out of your mouth and 
wipe us off the face of the earth. Yet some 
section of the community must do it. I know 
that if we had not been constantly fighting 
q_(\'ainstthe Chinese they would now overwhPlm us. 
They would be in every nook and corner, in 
every branch of bu&inesg intermixed in our social 
life, acting as pastors in church, and high ofllcials, 
as they are at Port Darwin, where you may 
see a coloured policeman lugging white men 
off to prison. I therefore contend that if it 
i;;; necessary to fight against one alien race 
it is equally necessary and imperative that we 
should take a determin.e:l stand and fight"gainst 
all the others. There 1> only one st:>nd to take, 
and that is that we must live without the aid of 
aliens of any sort. \Vben we take our place 
among,t the people of the world to whom all the 
powers and privileges of nations are extenrled, 
we have to tight not only against the inferior 
black, but also against the yellows and browns 
and darldesof "llshades. \Ye pride ourselves upon 
being white, and at one time we got rid of the black 
and went in for other colours ; but now they 
won't do, and we are going to return to the 
black again. The kanaka is a ver)' docile and 
harmless person, and ·there is no great objection 
to him on the ground of his peculiarities. I 
know that when the Chinamen first came into 
Northern Queeneland they at once took up the 
position of gardeners, an occupation which was 
much ret}uired at that time. But if you have 
Chinamen to grow your vegetables, it is not likely 
that white men, who are a lazy', idle, indolent 
class-the whole of us, gentle and simple-will 
do so. It would be well worth anyone's time to 
calculate the hundreds and thousands of tons of 
vegetables that have been grown by Chinamen in 
queensland since it was first opened np. If 
white men and their children had done that 
work, how mctny agriculturists should we have at 
the present time, and how far would we have 
advanced the settlement of this question; because 
once we engaged in agriculture in eYen the most 
primitive form it would be very ea·y for an intelli­
gent industrious race to advance to cultivatio11 
in its highest branches. Sugar is not one of the 
highest branches ; any man can grow it. If we 
had been always free from alien races our own 
people would have become cultivators, and we 
should not be sobbing and sighing now for the 
kanaka to help us. iVIost of the hostility which 
had been shown toward~ the kanaka busineas has 
ari8en thr•mgh the action of the phtnters them­
selves. \Vhen first introduced the kanaka was 
utilised for purposes of cult.ivation only, but 
the planters were so selfish that they instructed 
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them in other br·anches of industry. Now they 
say they only require them for field work, and 
intend to keep them at it. If they had taken 
that stand at firRt there would never have been 
any trouble. The planters could have fed or 
starved their kanakas, or killed and buried 
them decently, or without proper ceremony, as 
they liked. l have a knowledge of this business 
from its inception, and it wcts when the kanaka 
was n,llowed to straggle all over the country and 
take up positions in various occupations, some 
of which he now holds, that the opposition 
to him commenced. I know one cattle station in 
North Queensland which enjoys many privileges 
from the State, simply leasing the frontages of 
rivers and getting the use of the rest of the land 
for nothing. That station has built itself up in 
five or six years from having 1,000 head of catt.le 
until it had 8,000 or 9,000, and while in that 
state of prosperity it employed nine kanakas 
and one white stockman. No wonder that 
a person's strong feelings rise against such 
conduct. I could name dozens of similar 
cases, but I do not wish to be wearisome. 
I remember that a man named Cameron, up 
North, brought up whole coachloads of kanakas 
and Cingalf'c,e to work for him. 'rhese things 
gave rise to the agitation then; that agitation 
took deep root in the public mind, and many of 
the men who stood up on platforms and de­
nounced this interference with the rights of 
labour and of citizenship have to take up the 
same .r6le again. Some politicians change their 
opinions, but it does not do for everyone to 
be so chttngeable. Rome of us must stick to our 
principles, and I may say at once that I am one 
of them. '\Yhen this question comes up for dis­
cussion again I shall have. a little more to say 
upon it. A man is ::>nly doing his duty here by 
saying his say. It is not from egotism that a 
member gets up and expresses his opinion. It 
is becau;e he is bound to do it. The public take 
such an active int0rest in these matters that they 
notice everything that goes on in the Assembly, 
and every member "ho is in touch with his 
constituents must express his views. I have 
done no more than I have a right to do. 
But, presumably, whatever legislation the Go­
vernment think is required will be carried. It 
is as good as carried now, and all this is a waste 
of words. However, they arc really trying to 
establish too much confidence; and when people 
try to establish anything on too large a scale 
they generally break down. It is not only this, 
but there are other matters in connection with 
this colony and its administration during the 
last seven or eight years that have been estab­
lished on a very large scale; but, unfortunately, 
they were nut firmly established, and they 
are going to the ground, nothwithstanding all 
W<J can do to sustain or bolster them up. 
People may put their shoulders to them to prop 
them up, but they have not sufficient strength, 
and down they must come, although the frag· 
ments may be rebuilt if necessary. And this ic< 
one of those things. If a section of the cmn­
rnunity want kanaka lab0ur, it is a very small 
section, and certainly they are not the self-sup­
porting nor the self-sacrificing section, nor are 
they by any mr·ans the self-reliant portion of the 
,community. Still, as long as they form a section 
of the community their requirements deserve con­
sideration,'and if their wishes are not laid on a solid 
basis then it is our duty to oppose them. The section 
of the community that want this labour, iftheyare 
the advisers of the Chief Secretary, are certainly 
bad adviser". To legislate fur ten years when 
we consider that the Church and the people 
consider it a nefarious traffic is too much to 
ask. Both sides of the House are exhausting 
their memories to find proper terms in which to 
depict this very queer and unsatisfactory request 

[:J.fr HoOLAN, 

that we should legislate ten years ahead; I am 
at a loss to find words to express my utter and 
profound astonishment at the audacity of the 
thing. Ten years ago I can remember that the 
Chief Secretary was a hale, hearty, and flourish­
ing young man, and I attended upon him at a 
banquet given to him in the North. Ten years 
have brought us both to the brink of the grave, 
and without wishing or attempting to place 
myself in the position of the hon. gentleman­
when I think what the last ten years have done 
for me-when I see what a wrecked past I have 
had, and think how it has destroyed my hopes 
and ambitions, and what it has brought me to­
I am overwhelmed with astonishment, and have 
no words to express my feelings with regard to 
the proposed legislation. Ten years for rapidly­
growing Queensland is too far ahead to 
look, and certainly too far for the Chief 
Secretary to go. A year or two would be 
within the limits of reason and common 
sense, and a year or two he might carry, and it 
might remain as a monument of his power and 
his legislat.i ve abilities. But ten years is going 
too far. Certainly, legislating for ten years in 
the kanaka business is over long. Before ten 
years are over it should be settled whether this 
is to be a white man's country or a black man's 
country. I sincerely trust it will be a· white 
man's country, and I shall strain every endeavour 
to keep it so. It is a white man's country at 
present. White men have worked and toiled to 
open it up, and white men have still to work to 
keep it going, and the white men's shoulders have 
to bear the burden of its heavy debt. If they 
all work together to place its affairs on a sound 
basis, they will struggle through their difficulties 
and will be able to face the world with a clean 
balance-sheet; but if, on the other hand, they 
turn round in the weakness of the moment, and 
with craven spirit and scared countenances 
declare that there is no remedy but the intro­
duction of the black man, then there can be 
only one verdict, and that is that they are 
hopelessly and helplessly beaten. I am snre 
other hon. members wish to air their eloquence, 
but there is another matter I wish to allude to, 
and to express my opinion upon. We are called 
upon to condole over the death of the Duke of 
Clarence. Well, l have re\'erence for the dead, 
no matter who they may be; but, presumably, it 
is everyone's place to give an honest and straight­
forward opinion. I know nothing about princes 
at all. All my sympathies and condolence 
extend to the paupers. I have no hesitation in 
acknowledging that I came from a pauper raee, 
and it would be out of keeping with ;the parents 
I sprang from, and out of keeping with my 
grandparents and my great grandparents did I 
not avow my sympathies with the race from 
which I sprang. I know nothing about royalty 
and thoroughly disbelieve in it. I have no sym­
pathy with any prince, and would not pass a vote 
of condolence for any prince or duke who may 
have gone to the bosom of Abraham. I have no 
respect or disrespect, no love or hatred for the late 
prince, and if I am called upon to offer a vote of 
condolence I steadily refuse. I have had friends 
of my own, whom I have worked alongside of in 

·the mines, and when they have died in a distant 
place I am almost ashamed to admit that in the 
hurry and bustle of life their deaths have hardly 
caused me a second thought. I think I wonld be 
a very poor, paltry, and mean man were I to 
stand up and avow condolence and sympathy 
with the death of a prince of whom I know 
nothing, and for whom I never have felt and 
never shall feel any sympathy or condolence. 

Mr. GANNON said: Mr. Speaker,--I waited 
to see if any other hon. member was going to 
speak before I rose. I have hot a great many 
words to say abont this Address, and I do not 



Address in Reply. [30 ~f.A.ROH.] Address in Reply. 45 

intend to delay the House very long. I may say 
that I have read the Governor's Speech, and 
think there is a great deal in it to be commended, 
althcngh it is very short. One matter that has not 
been touched upon so far is a matter that I know 
has ea used a great many heart-burnings to a large 
number of people in the Southern portion of the 
colony, and that is the question oftherailwaytariff. 
So far, no member has spoken about it. I must 
say that I congratulate the Government on the 
step which I believe they are going to take in 
the reduction of the very heavy freights on 
agricultural produce, which have kept farmers 
back in the Southern part of the colony. I may 
state that the very strong feeling of antagonism 
which I have had toward'! the Government was 
largely due to the manner in which the railways 
have so far been managed by the Railway Com­
missioners. I am glad that the Government are 
now going to take the matter in hand. I had 
thought, and the country at large were beginning 
to think, that the people wonld have to take the 
matter into their own bands, but I hope that the 
Government are now going to do something for 
the Southern farmers. The Chief Secretary when 
speaking last night twitted me with regard to 
something I had done not very long ago, and if I 
had had the opportunity to speak then, I should 
probably have turned up certain matters with 
respect to the hon. gentleman's change of opinion. 
But we know that very often if we get a few hours 
to think over such mat.terA, our feelings, possibly 
of ill-tempf'r or ill-will, will give way to other 
feelings which are very much better. I am not 
inclined to open up old sores in this Rouse, but 
am prepared, as every hon. member and every 
man in the colony should be prepared, to do all 
he possibly can to help the Government to get 
the colony out of the terrible position it is in at 
the present time. \Ve have been going through 
very troublous times, and there is no one in this 
Hou'e or in the colony who has not felt, and is 
not still feeling, the effect of the depression. I 
wish to say a few words now in vindication 
of my own position, because bon. members 
have good - naturedly, and in some instances 
my friends have laughingly, twitted me with 
somAthing I have done in regard to the question 
of black labour which is shortly to come before 
the House. At tbe last general election I was 
returned as one of the candidates most strongly 
opposed to black labour. At that time the Chief 
Secretary w11s of the same way of thinking as 
myself, and a large majority of the members of 
the present House were returned as strong 
opponents of black labour. As an Australian, 
my sentiments are strongly against the employ­
ment of black labour. But I am told by 
a large number of members of this House, 
by the Ministry, and by a large number of people 
outside that we ought to put sentiment in the 
background for a time, and give a chance to th0 
sugar industry, which we are assured is going to 
do a large amount of good to the colony. I said 
the other night, when addre'~sing my constituents, 
that I must stand hy the promise I made at 
the general election, and vote against the pro­
posed reintroduction of kanaka htbour, and I 
am going to vote against it, although in doing 
so I shall vote against my own feelings in 
the matter. I was elected as a member 
of the House on the pledge that I would 
oppose the intrpduction of black labour. At 
the time I was returned I was supposed to be 
a member of the great Australian National 
Party. Of course that Australian National 
Party is now dead, just as the great Liberal 
Party is now dead. But it is not now a question 
of parties that we have to consider. 'l'he 
question is what are we, as one united party, 

·going to do to help to get the colony out of its 
present difficulties, and I am prepared to do all 

I possibly can in my small way to assist in this 
effort. I am going to justify the vote I intend 
to give against black labour by saying that I 
shall do :10 because I am pledged to vote against 
it, and I am not going to go back on the promise 
I made to my constituents, who believed me, 
and in that belief returned me as a memb~r of 
this House. As hon. members know, I have 
spoken on this question both inside and c.utside 
the House. I took the trouble a short time ago 
to visit some of the sugar plantations, and I smv 
many things which opened my eyes on the sub­
ject. I had not much time at my disposal, but 
owing to the courtesy which I received I was 
able to see a good deal in a short timo. I believe 
that in tbe future we shall see in the sugar 
industry what may now be seen on the Dariing 
Downs-namely, the subdivision of large estates 
into small farms worked by white labour. 
It appears to me to be an absolute certainty 
that such will he the case. I am confident that 
in the more sonthern parts of the Northern 
portion of the colony it will he an accmnphshed 
fact withiu a very few years. It would be worth 
the while of hon. members who ba'e not yet 
done so to visit the scrubs about Bundaberg and 
see what the farmers are doing there at the 
present time. I think that all hon. members 
who can possibly manage it should go ronnel tbe 
colony and see for themselves what is being done 
at different places, and not form their opinions 
from what they read in the newspapers or 
what they hear from other source". The 
Chief Secretary and the Government know I ha' e 
been a strong opponent of theirs. I believe that 
I might, as a matter of fact, say that I am 
leader of the Opposition, that opposition being 
myself. However, I am glad to notice that 
there is nothing very contentious foreshadowed 
in the Governor's Speech, and that there is no 
reason why parties should be squabbling as to 
who should be in power. I think the Oppnsition 
are perfectly willing to allow the present Govern­
ment to remain in office for their full term. 
Only a few months ago, when asked the <juestion, 
I said I would vote for sending the Govern­
ment to the country; but if I had seen their 
manifesto before that question was aRked me, 
the ch,nces are that I would have said exactly 
the opposite. I am prepared to give the Ministry 
credit for doing the best they can for the 
colony, to put &side any feeling of antagonism 
towards them, and assist them in thP-ir endea­
vonr.s. I look upon myself as a Queenslander, 
although I was born in New South Wales, as I 
look upon all those who are living in the colony 
as Queenslanders ; and I think it is the duty of 
all to unite for the purpose of devising 11nd 
passing such measures as will remedy the present 
depressed condition of things. I am not going 
to blame those who I know had a great deal 
to do with getting the colony into its present 
terrible position. Let bygones be bygones, 
and let us put our heads and hanr1s together to 
get the colony out of its trouble. Much has been 
said with regard to the proposed reintroduction 
of black labour. Some people say that it will 
do a large amount of good. I believe it will do 
a certain amount of good, but not as much as 
some persons seem to expect. I believe it will 
help to restore confidence, cause a certain amount 
of money to be spent in the ~olony, and give a 
certain amount of work to those who require it. 

Mr.· BLACK: And yet you are going to rote 
against it? 

Mr. GANNON : I have said distinctly that I 
wa., pledged to vote against black labour. I 
pledged myself to vote against black labour, 
against immigration, and against the naval 
defence scheme. I have voted against immigra­
tion and the Naval Defence Bill, and I am 
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going. to .vote. against black labour, although 
I belreve 1t Will be a good thing for the colony. 
It seems a funny position for me to take up. 

HoNOURABLE liiE>IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr .. GANNON: I am ~ere to ju"tify myself 

by saymg that I cannot, without a mandate from 
my constituents, go back upon the solemn promise 
I m~de. I hold it to bn a solemn promi3e when 
a man strcnd' up before his constituents and 
says, as I did, " Put me into the House 
and I will vote against the Naval Defenc~ 
scheme, blacklabonr, and immigration." These 
were the principal planks of the vlatform of the 
National party put forwarJ by Sir T. Me I! wraith, 
who was the leader of the party at that time. I 
am determined to stand by my solemn promise 
and there is only one thing that would mak~ 
me go back upon the promise I made then and 
I will tell you what that would be : n' the 
question Citme to a vote, and it required my vote 
to turn the scale in favour of the employment of 
black labour, I would vote for it and immediately 
resign, becauRo I consider--

HoNOURABLE ME~InEHS : Oh, oh ! 
Mr. GANN0;\1": It is all very well for mem­

bers nn the Ministerial banches to laugh, but 
tl:.ey have, every one of them, been in very 
funny position,. I am in a very funny position 
at the preR<mt moment. 
HoNOUR.~nLE :\1EMBEllS: He,r, hear! 

Mr. GANNON : I am prepared to stand by 
that position, because I am not afraid of it. I was 
re~nrned to this House l:Jy making a solemn pro­
nnse to oppose black labour, and I intend to keep 
that promise unless I am allowed by my con­
stituents to withdraw it. At the time I was 
elected I did not know much about the duties of 
a member cf Parliament; but my eyes have since 
been opened, and I shall take care, if I am 
returned again, not to make any promise 
because peo)J!e's minds may change, and ~ 
member's mind may change upon many matters. 
If he has nutde peumi,s 'S he may find 
himself in a f";lse position, as I have done lately. 
I smd at startmg that I was not going to throw 
any stones, and I shrtllnot do so, though if I had 
spoken last night I think I would have thrown 
stone~. ~ shall not do so now,, bec<tuse people 
who h ve m glass houses should not throw stones. 

HONOUI\ABLE ME}Jl3ERS: Oh, oh ! 
Mr. GA~:'\ON: I have a lot of stone-throw­

ing materia,] here if I wished to indulge in 
that game, but, as I say, I am inclined to 
let bygones be bygones, and, as an Australian 
representing the people, I am prepared to do 
what 1 can for the good of the colony. I shall 
not ob.struct the passage of the proposed Bill in 
the shght,3st degree, l:Jut I shall simply record 
my vote against it. 'l'he que'<tion of land-grant 
railways is included in the Governor's Speech, 
and that question was before the electors at the 
last general election, and the members of the 
National party pledged themselves ao-ainst land­
grant or transcontinental railways. " 

HONOURABLE l\IEJYIBERS : No, no! 
Mr. GAN~ON: Some of them did. I am 

speaking for myoP!f, >tnd I do not want to drag 
any body else into my way of thinking. I said 
at the time that I was not in favour of a trans­
continental raiJv:,-ay under such an agreement as 
was then proposed, hut if we, by giving grants of 
hnd, conld get a quid pro quo in the shape of a good 
railwtty, I wnulrl S11pportsuch a scheme if the agree­
ment was a fair one. It is simply a C[Uestion of 
agreement, and I am prepared to help if a fair 
agreement is made. To return to the question 
of black hbour, I trust that by the new Dill 
proposed the Government will be prepared to 
confine the k>tnakas to the canefields, so that 
they will not not compete with white men. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Who will confine them? 
The planters? 

Mr. GANNON: That is a difficult question 
to go into, becrtuse we know that, though at the 
prc<ent time we have an Act to confine them 
to tropic,,] agriculture, they are not confined to 
it, and they are doing a lot of work they should 
not be doing. I trust something will be done to 
prevent "ticket" boys who have worked out 
their terms on the canefields coming into com­
petition with white workers. I was in Mary­
borough, Bundaberg, and Mackay some years ago, 
and one of the things which m~de me so strong 
an anti-ktnaka man was to see a number of 
these boys driving spring carts and peram­
bnlatnrs and doing a lot of work that white 
persons should be doing. I trust the Government 
will take that into consideration, ttnd prevent the 
employment of these "b'•ys" in th:ttway. I said 

~that the extension of the Act would not do all 
, that has be,on claimed for it, but I believe it will 

be one factor to help us to confidence and to a 
Lett3r position than we are in at pre•1ent. I trust 
we shall go on a9 we have started, ;n an amicable 
way, an•l that we shall all help the Government 
to get the colony out of its difficulties. I cannot 
sit down without congratulating the Colonial 
Treasurer upon the manner in which he spoke last 
night in connection with the trouble with the 
Bank of England. At the time the difficulty 
began, I considered the hon. gentleman was 
rir:ht in taking up the position of a man who, 
when looking for a friend who had promised to 
turn up, found he was not there when he 
was wanted, and I stated my intention to 
support him through thick and thin. I am 
veey glad he put the matter in the way 
he did last night, and I think he 
deserves the thanks of the House for his 
action. \Ve know now that the Treasurer and 
the Gol'ernment were placed in a blse position 
through no fault of any member of the Govern­
ment here, though it was, I think, through the 
fault of a member of the Government who is a 
long way off. I may as well say straight out that 
I think it was the Ag>3nt,General who made a 
great mistake in the matter. I am in favour of 
a dissolution, a'td I think it would be better to 
have a dissolution and let the constituBncies 
8,,,ttle the mrttter of the ten year,;' extension of 
kanrtka labour at once. I think that if we 
had a di,solution now the Government would, 
in the present state of public feeling, be 
returned, whereas, if we push the Kanaka Bill 
through now, we shall have a c:reat deal of agita­
tion and troubiP at the next general election. 
That is my own opinion, and, though some mem­
bers may think differently, I b2lieve t~at, if the 
ten years' extension waB settled now, mste<td of 
the planters applyin(l' for black labour we should 
soon have the small farmers growing the cane 
and supplying the labour. I notice that a deputa­
tion of iron moulders and founders waited upon the 
'l'recuurer the other day about a large contract 
for iron pipes for which tenders had been 
called by the Board of \Vaterworks. I trust 
something will be done , to keep that con­
tract in the colony, and that a greater 
mea';ure of protection will be given for >tll 
things that can be man •Jfactured in the colony. 
I trnst th>tt we will be a,sisted, and that protec­
tion will be given where, it is most re<[uired. 
The question of the expediency of retaining the 
Railway Commiesioners will be a matter trat 
will crop up very soon. It seems to have croppfd 
up all over the colonies, and I think it is quite 
time the matter came before this House. 
There is no question a great mistake has 
been made in the constitution of that board. 
In fact,, I think the time has come when 
the whole question of government by boards' 
must be taken into consideration. Government 
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by boards has become a perfect farce, and every 
year shows that it is one of the greatest mistakes 
that could have been made, although at the time 
I Yoted fnr it, and thought it would do a great 
deal of good. I do not think it is necessary 
for me to delay the House any longer. I 
have endea\oured as well as I cm{Id to express 
my feelings, and I will do :-ts I haYe s;;id with 
regard to the question of the reintroduction of 
kamtka labour. 

Mr. RY AN said: Mr. Speaker,-As this 
~ebate is evidently coming to a close, I think it 
1s necessary that I should say a few words, 
although I would have preferred to let the oppor­
tunity go by, because I am rather yoimg in 
parliamentary experience. In fact, I do not 
kr;ow much. of parliamentary procedure; but 
With the assistance <>f yourself and the indulgence 
of hon. members I hope to soon learn. I was 
rather surprised last night to find that I 
was encourage:] to come into this House or 
rather that expressions of welcome were' ex· 
tended to me by the Colonial Treasurer 
the hon. member for Maryborough, Mr. Annear: 
and several other speakers. No doubt this 
welcome was extended to me in a kindly way, 
and I trust that my conduct in the House 
will be deserving of it, and that hem. members 
will never have cause to reccret what they have 
said. I did not wish to s~y much about that 
matter; but I think it is nearly time-especi­
ally as the Governor in his Speech evidently 
alluding to the labour party and the trouble 
that was in the way of prosperity last 
YP'tr, ~xpre~sed satisfaction at the turn things 
had taken - anrl hoped that we should let 
bygones be bygones. If there is to be a labour 
party in the House let us come here, n,nd if we 
misbelmve ourselves, you, Mr. Speaker, can do 
your duty, and the other rnelnbers wili assist 
you. At the same· time, I think it is necessary 
that we should sink all party differences, and I 
can assure you that no one in this Houee 
has the interests of the colony at heart 
more thn,n I ha\'e. I am a native Australian 
and am proud to own it, and I hav~ 
been returned by the electors of Barcoo on 
the express understanding that I would oppose 
tooth and nail the reintroduction of kanaka 
labour. If I had not been returned on th:1t 
understanding- I would still oppose it, for the 
reason that I do not think w;, shall tide over 
our financial difficulties by the reintroduction 
of kanaka labonr. I may be wrong. Of course 
every man, as the Chief Secretary said last night 
is entitled to his own opinions. I do not for on~ 
moment place myself on the same level as the 
Chief Secretary. I have not his ability, and 
although I do not believe in him I tell him he 
is a far cleverer man than most people 
I eYer met, and I also believe he is 
doing the hest, according to his convictions, 
for the good of the country. At the same timo 
it is my opinion that he is mistaken, and I 
think time will show that I am right. I 
do not know that I can say much with regard 
to kanaka labour. I have been on sugrtr plan­
tations, :tlthough I did not care much about 
the work there, for the simple reason that I 
did not like to be working with kanakas. 
I worked on a sugar plantation eight or nine 
years ago on the Victoria Plantation, on the 
Herbert River, where there were 600 or 700 
kan:tkas and thirty or forty white men. I 
was butchering there, and to use a bush phrase 
I got "full up" in about a fortnight, hecause it 
was nothing but kanaka here, there, and every­
where. All the work that was supposed to be 
done hy white men I can a·"ure the House was 
done by kanakas, where the planters could <>et 
them to do it. I heard one hon. member ;ay 
to-night that the kanaka was a docile person, 

easily taught, and could be driven. That is just 
where it is, the white man cannot be driven. I 
should be glad indeed to see some scheme 
such a:s that referred to by the Chief Secretary 
l"'st mght, whereby workers could be induced to 
settle on the land. In his manife,to the hon. 
gentleman said distinctly that in his opinion 
sugar· could be grown by white3, that it has been 
grown by them, awl thnt the re,ult is marked 
and conspicuous. Consequently I thin'k it is the 
duty of the Government, :tnd of every member of 
the Hou;;e, to use his utmost endeavours to try 
and tide oYer the present depressing state of 
affairs, and bring Queensland into its natural 
prosperous channel. I for one shall do my 
best; but I tell you, Sir, that I intend to 
vote against the reintroduction of kanrtka labour. 
There is another phase of kanaka labour. \V e are 
told that the kanalms will not be brought into 
competition with white wage- earners. I am 
sorry to say, speaking from experience, that 
kanakas to my knowledge in Northern, Central, 
and Southern Queensbnd-not very fn,r South, 
but down about the \Varrego-haYe come into 
daily competition with white wage-earners under 
the ey@s of the Government, and with their know­
ledge, <tlthongh I do not sn,y with their con.sent. 
The hon. member for .Mackay, 1\'[r. Black, 
s•tid moBt emphatically last night, when someone 
interjected the remark' that kan[l,]ms were at the 
present moment employed in the mills, that they 
were working there, and they would work there. 
It is quite apparent that it is the intention of the 
planters to make them do the work which is 
generally supposed to be the legalised work of 
the white men, and I for one do not believe in 
the professions of the Government. I believe 
they mean well en<m~h, and ·I dare say they 
would mete out cond1gn punishment to any 
planter who broke the law ; but at the same 
time we know well that the bws of this country 
can be ea'lily broken, and I know from what "r 
have seen of the planter that there is not much 
of the milk of huma.n kindne.ss in him, and th:1t 
he thinks more of the kanaka than he does of 
the white man. Thait' is where the difficulty 
lies. If we were legislating for th•J planter, the 
man who actually owned the soil, there would he 
something in it ; but we are not. To my know. 
ledge-and I speak from positive experience on 
the subject-we are legislating-now for syndicates, 
mortgage companies, and banks. I could almost 
take an oath upon it that if the whole of the 
sugar planters were called up to-morrow we 
could not find four of them who could say they 
owned one-third of their plantations. As one 
ho'l. member said last night, it is patent to 
any man of ordinary intelli.;ence that this 
action on the part of the Government is being 
t"'ken merely to bolster up the sugar plant:1-
tions, so that those engaged in the business 
will be able to sell at a profit and clear out. 
I do not blame them for doing so, becaus<), as the 
hon. the junior member for Burke said this 
afternoon, if he was a planter he would no 
doubt do the sn,me thing. Human nature is 
human nature all the world over, and I believe I 
should do just the same if I were in the same 
position; just in the same way as, if I happened 
to be a squatter, I should do all I could to get 
white workmen to work for as low wages 
as they would take. There was anocher 
thing I did not like in the Chief Secretary's 
speuch, and that was the exception he 
took to the strong language-the vilification, 
I think he termed it-of the labour party 
towards h1:n. It seemed strange to hear the 
hon. g-entleman using the same words which 
he condemned when used by others. I think 
he reviled the labour party in just as abusive 
terms as they themselves used. Perhaps he was 
not quite so plain-spoken, but in his tone of mild 
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sarcasm he repaid whatever vilification may 
have been hurled at him. I do not think that is 
the way to bring matters to a satisfactory con­
clusion, and I hope we have heard the last of 
it. I blnme for it the hon. member for Mary­
b<>rnugh, ::\Ir. Annear, and I was sorry to heftr 
thttt the hon. member for Fortiturle Valley. Mr. 
IV atson, who sec•)!Hled the motion, was imbued 
with the same spirit. 

Mr. AN~EAR : \V e are both able to stand it. 
Mr. RY AN : So am I, but still it is necessary 

that I should mention it. During the debate 
yesterday allusion was made to the amount of 
money earned by the Alice River settlers. The 
Chief Secretary stated deliberately that he did 
not think they had earned much, and he thought 
nobody would ever earn much on thn,t ban·on 
land. He seems to know all about it ; and Pro­
fe,sor Shelton, when he went up there some time 
ago, on seeing the soil pronounced it at once as 
no good. At the same time, I dare say the hon. 
gentleman, when he visited the place, must have 
seen the Chinese garden within a stone's-throw 
of this very spot. That garden has been therP, to 
my knowledge, for six yettrs, and it has supplied 
the whole of Barcaldine and the surrounding 
stations and small places with vegetables for the 
last five and a-half years. And yet we are told 
by people who know no more about the land 
there than I know about sugar land that it is 
useless. If you go there, you will see that the 
men are determined to raise up some sort of a 
settlement which will keep them off the labour 
market, and show a good example to others who 
have been situated as they were. I know most 
of those men personally, and have known them 
for years. They had become altogether dis­
heartened and discouraged, travelling about aim­
lessly from one week's end to another for five or 
six months in the year, shearing or doing 
other station work, and they were determined to 
settle on that land. And yet the Government 
will not give them any fixity of tenure. That was 
promised to them by the Chief Secretary, but up 
to the present moment, according to the informa­
tion I have received, no further notice has been 
taken. 
• The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon. mem­

ber is vvrong. 
Mr. HYAN: I got my information ·a week 

ago at Rockhampton, and if it has been done I 
apologise. I saw the Secretary for Lands bst 
July, and he professed to do everything for those 
men, but I do not think he bothered his head 
a bont the settlement from that day until 
Professor Shelton went ont to Barcaldine. I 
do not believe in these professions of doing good. 
It would be only fair, when a person approaches 
a Minister and asks a fair question, that he should 
get a fair answer. He mig·ht have said, "We do 
not w:mt these men to settle on that land, because 
we do not think it will be a prosperous concern." 
Then the men would know what to do. \Vhen 
the Chief Secretary went to the Alice River 
settlement the men were in a state of commotion. 
They did not know when the Crown ranger "r 
land commissioner would come and order them 
off the land. I am glad to hear from the Chief 
Secretary that their tenure is safe, and I am cer­
tain that if they can manage to keep together, and 
get sufficient work to enable them to tide over the 
initial difficulties, they will make the Alice River 
settlement something to be admired, and an 
example to be followed by every other class 
of their suffering fellows who are knocking about 
in the same way as those n,en were heretofore. 
\Vith regard to land-grant rail ways, I fail to see 
what good they are going to do us. It seems to 
me that we are just entering upon another era 
similar to that which was inaugurated by the 
£10,000,000 loan. Rail ways are to be constructed, 

I understand, on the principle of giving land in 
large blocks, something similar to what was pro­
posed in the transcontinental railway scheme. 
This land, I suppo"e, will he parted with in 
perpetuity to those people who build the rail­
ways. I want to know, if Queensland is going 
to ·become a thickly-populated country--whic_h 
the Chief Secretary s:cid last night he hoped It 
would be-what i" going to be,:ome of this lan_d 
when the country gets thickly populated. If .It 
is going to be given away like this to mll­
way synclicators, we shall be in just as bad. a 
position ten or fifteen years hence as we are m 
now if not worse. \Vhile alluding to the que'­
tion: I ·may say that dnring my electioneering 
campaign I saw a man at five or six different 
places-at Isisford, at Blackall, and at other 
places which I need not name. That man had 
£2,000 or £3,000 to spend. He was a large 
selector from Victoria, who had been crowdecl 
out. He had heard of the wonderfully good 
country in Queensland, and he had travelled 
here in search of a suitable block of land to settle 
upon. He was unable to find one; all the best 
land had been peacocked, or taken up in hu_ge 
continuous blocks by what I may term du;mrnes 
for the squatters. ·wherever the land IS on a 
fronta"e it is taken up, and the man who has 
£2,000 or £3,000, or even £300 to sp:·nd, and 
is willing to expend it in taking up country 
to live upon, has to go away into the bac]' 
country-no one knows _wh~t that COUJ!try Is 
like better than the Colomal Treasurer-eight or 
ten miles from a river, :where he may have to 
use an artesian boring machine, and bore nearly 
as far as China before he can get water. If we 
are going to offer inducements to people to 
settle on the land, care should be taken that 
sufficient land is reserved suitable for agri­
cultural purposes, or for other PL!rposes for whi?h 
the intending selector may ·w1sh to apply It. 
Another matter I wish to refer to, which I forgot 
in mv opening, is this paragraph in His Excel­
lency's Speech:-

HI am glad to think that the organised interruptions 
to industry to which I had occasion to refer when I last 
opened Parliament have to a great extent come to nn 
end. The unfortunate effects of this action have, 
however, not yet ceased." 

I fail to see how the "organised interruptions," 
as they are termed-which mean, I suppose, 
the labour tro'-lble;; last year, which I now freely 
11dmit that I was concerned in-I say I fail to 
see how they have hampered the prosperity of 
the country· in any way. No doubt it caused 
£00,000 or £70,000 of expenditure-useless expen­
diture I call it-to RJnd out a lot of troops in all the 
glory and pageantry of war-": hollow mockery­
just to suppress a row whiCh two or three 
drunken men might create in Brisb:me, and 
no notice whatever be taken of it. Thi;; 
£GO, 000 or £70,000 is ascribed to " organised 
interruptions " caused by the unionists in the 
bu;;h. 'The other clay the Chief Secretary was 
at Longreach, and it appears that he was 
hooted there. No one was more sorry for it than 
I was, although I was eighty or ninety miles 
aw:cy at the time. The hon. member for Jlt[ary­
borough was with the hon. gentleman at the 
time, and I can tell the Chief Secretary this : 
That I have already informed Inspector Ahearn 
that I knew ten or fifteen of th~ greatest vaga­
bonds on the coast who went up from Rock­
hampton on free passes granted by the police 
magistrate at Rockhampton to that very place, 
Long-reach, only a week or ten days before. I 
know that two of the most notorious characters 
were granted free passes to go out into the bush ; 
and yet all these "organised interruptions" were 
caused by the unionists ! They are put down 
as the cause of all the trouble, while at the 
same time the Government are sending th€se 
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scoundrels out ou free passes to create rlis­
turbances, and hoot the Chief Secreta.ry and 
other hon. gentlemen, and what is thP result? 
"Oh, we must send out the soldiers and police 
and everybody else to put a stop to this." Mr. 
Inspector Ahearn can bear out my words that 
no less than three weeks ago two of the greatesG 
scoundrels-if I may use the vulgarism--unhung 
were sent out Ghere. One of them, who 
had just done a term of imprisonment in 
St. Helena, said he got his free pass 
-both he and his mates-from the police 
magistrate at Rockhampton. I think it 
is nearly time that the Chief Secretary, or 
whoever has charge of this work, should Htop 
it altogether. 'There are more men to my know­
ledge out in the \Vestern country tramping 
and riding about in search of labour than 
could find work if all the squatters were pre­
pared to put them on. I am alluding now to the 
Barcoo and MiGchell districts. The excitement 
caused by the recent election no doubt attracted 
a great number of men there. Many of those 
who bad their names on the roli travelled 
200 and 300 miles to register their votes, and 
they are now disGributed all over the distriet. 
I know that on the Flinders and in the \Vinton 
?istrict there are hundreds of men in camp, and 
1f you take up any paper-the Weste>·n Champion 
the Barcoo Independent, or even the Brisban~ 
papers-you will see that the destitution is very 
great in Blackall, Barcaldine, and other inland 
towns, <tnd that it is on the increase. Applicc:~­
tions to the police magistrate for rations are 
daily increasing, and are likely to increase ten­
fold. I think that when we surmount these 
difficulties and make the white men prosperous 
and happy by settling them on the land, it will 
be quite time enough to think about raising the 
social status of the kanaka. 

HoNOURABLE MEiiiBERS : Hea.r. hear ! 
Mr. ISAMBERT said: Mr. Speaker,-A 

supporter of the Government sitting on the cross 
benches has not a pleasant duty to perform in 
speaking on the Government policy unless he is 
prepared to speak approvingly of it. At such a 
time as this, when we are surrounded bydifficultic' 
and in the midst of depression, the country 
expects to see something better than is fore­
sharlowed in this Speech as a r•.medy for existi1:g 
evils. It reminds me very much of a bag full of 
dry bones. \Vhat are the remedies propo~ed to 
relieve our difficulties? A number of exploded, 
condemned measures of the past are unearthed 
and their dry bones are going to do wonder~ 
which they could not do when they were full of 
flesh before. The most favourable feature in the 
Governor's Speech is its brevity. Only a few 
measures are shadowed forth, but I say that the 
chief ones brought forward as calculated to 
relieve us from our difficulties are wrong pre­
scriptions for the sick patient, Queensland. The 
Chief Secretary gave as the reasons why Parlia­
!llent was called together so early the follow­
Ing:-

" Because we want to give immediate relief to the 
sugar industry. We want to give that relief in time 
tor those engaged in the industry to take advantage of 
the cmning season, and th'!J..t is the reason \Vhy vd~ meet 
ju~t now." 
That sounds as if the sugar industry was in 
a terrible condition, and that the condition 
of the country at large was the result of the 
state of the sugar industry. Now, to give 
relief one musG be in a bad state ; but the 
sugar industry, I maintain, was never more 
prosperous than in the last season. Only a 
few days ago I was told by a sugar-planter who 
has about .£100,000 invested in that industrv 
that it was not the matter of cheap and reliable 
labour that affected them, but that it was the 
seasons that interfered with them, He said that 
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if they had had good seasons they would have 
been 'able to wo1·k through and stand their 
ground ; but having bad seasons just in the 
beginning, they goG into difficulties which they 
could not see their way out of. 'l'hey 
were never short of cheap black labour. How 
can this proposed relief- black labour-cnre 
evils if they uo not exist? Up to the pre­
sent the supply of bhlck labour is ample-more 
Ghan ample, because at this moment there are 
about 2,000 kanakas going abnut the country 
unemployed. \Ve have been told that there are 
2,500 going about interfering with white labour 
-that they are here, there, and everywhere. 
How has this feeling agaimot black labour arisen? 
Th" Chief Secretary has been very often blamed for 
it, but I say that nine-tenths of the reasons which 
led to the prohibition of the traffic were furnished 
by the planters themselves. Similar reasons are 
no'v exiRting, and the kanakas are Angaged in all 
sorts of occupations. I know Civil servants 
receiving large salaries who have engaged black 
boys as coachmen and as "generally usefuls," 
who could well afford to pay a white man, and 
afford him a footing in a new colony. How 
many prosperous settlers would never have been 
able to get into the colony if they had not accepted 
the first situation they could find, whether as 
a. coachtnan or a "generally useful," or sorne~ 
thing else at first? And when such situations 
are bid hold of by kanakas, how are such white 
men to get a chance? To such an extent has 
this practice spread, and these boys bPen employe_d 
contrary to the Act, that they are told by their 
em players when the inspector comes, to hide 
themselves. 

An Hoxm::RABLE ME1IBER: It is false. 
Mr. ISAMBERT: It is true; the town is 

getting full of them. If any white man in the 
colony cannot show how he maintains himself, 
he is taken up as a vagrant, and should not 
these blackfellows, who are n<Jt employed 
according to the Act, be maintained in the 
Government immigmtion depot, and all be 
eng:.ged before any fresh applic&,tion for recruit­
ing from the South Sea I~lands iil granted? 
These are tha kB,nakas who are the fiotoam anu 
jetsam of the colony, who interfere with white 
labour, and if they were not present the feeling 
against them would not be so bitter. The sugar 
industry in the past and up to the present, I am 
informeu, anu as the report of the commission 
shows also, has not been a paying one. Even in 
its palmi est davs it was not a paying one, ami 
only of late years, since the estates have been 
managed on a scientific ba,is, has it been at 
alL prosperous. During the last few years 
it has been more prosperous than ever it was 
before, and now it does not l'ay. There is no 
fear that by the reintrodudion of kanakas our 
sugar industry will expand to such a wonderful 
extent. All the reintroduction of kanakas will 
do will be to prevent the future collapse of the 
indusGry, and to maintain it sufficiently long 
that it may be dismembered and brought in Go the 
hamls of the small farmers. 

An HoNO\:RABLE ME1IBER : Is not that a good 
thing? 

i\Ir. ISAMBERT: That is the only good 
feature about it. I know from my own personal 
exLeriene,3 how difficult it is for white farmers to 
settle in the North. I know from bitter experi­
ence how difficulG it is for the farmers in the 
South to make a decent living on their farms. It 
is only maize that they c:tn depend upon, and I 
know· for a fact that sugar-cane is the most pro­
fitable crop that can be grown. 

An HoxounABLE MEMBER: Up to a point. 
Mr. ISAMBERT: Yes; up to a point, and 

beyond that point it is bad.. It would be wrong 
to say "Down wiLh the sugar industry" when 
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we cannot replace it with anything better. 
Those who find fault with everything should be 
ready to provide a remedy-something to sup­
plant what they condemn. Those who cannot 
devise >tnything better should hold their tongues 
and not find bult. Sugar-growing on large 
estates is not profitable, antl I know well that 
on small est>ttes it is profitable becatme the 
owners employ the cheape;;t and most reliable 
of allln,bonr--their own and that of their families. 
How can fanners in the South maintain them­
selves when maize is at from 2s. to 3s. per bushel? 
Even if you take an average as high as forty 
bushels to the acre, at 3s. it only makes £6 gross 
receipts, while they could make two or three 
times as much out of sugar-cane. So far as a 
remedy for our existing depre"sion is concerned, 
this prescription to sa ye the country is outside 
the mark. I do not dispute its value in the way 
of preventing- a collapse of the Rugar industry 
in the future, but for the present it will be 
rather a mischievous measure. It is drawing a 
red herring acro's the track to rlivert people from 
the real can se of the trouble. Another good feature 
in the Speech is the absence of any remark 
attributing the present state of thin;::" to a 
drought or a flood, as wa6 formerly the case. 
AftPrwards it was attribnt<'cl to the labour party 
and to strikeR; but now it is a~tribnted to anti­
lmnaka legishtion. I know that it is not a bed 
of roses for the Government to have the cares 
of the country on their heads ; but they should 
look the difficulty in the face and propose 
measures calculated to relieve the colony. The 
way in which they are going to do this will 
injure their best friends-it wili actually injure 
the sugar industry. They will make the people 
believe that the reintroduction of the lmnaka will 
have a wonderful effect-that it will expand the 
sugar industry to a wonderful extent. Now, I 
heliere that if the industry is to expand it will 
be exp;tnued by the smali selector, and by the 
dismemberment of the large e~tates. I believe 
that in several p'Lrts of the North that is going 
on in the most satisfactory manner, and it will 
be a mistake to do anything that will prevent 
that dismemberment. \Vhen one' this small 
settlement takes place it will atford a good 
exan1ple, and the 11rosperity of the sngar industry 
will be placed upon :1 sound basis and be assured. 
To do this we re<Juire that the Government 
should bring in a l3ill compelling all parties to 
be parties to the bargain, not only the planter, 
who is only the nominal owner, but also the man 
who has advauced the monev. If that is not 
done, a farmer or selector may take up a farm, 
work it for a few years, then a foreclosure 
may take place, and then where is the settler? 
Some say that 11l8lubers have been elected on 
certain pledges, and in that case it is not proper 
to change. If the Government have nothing 
elee to propose than this change in the kanaka 
legislation, then the sooner they go to the 
country the better. This will not give relief to 
the country. It will only pass the time, and we 
shall come to a worse state ; and we are bad 
enough now. I know what will be the result at 
the next general election, when the people are 
angered by distress and starvation. How 
much longer will the Government go on 
doling out relief as they are now doing? 
They will not learn from the signs of the 
times and from experience. If the Government 
would only dole out the relief themseh·es, they 
would soon come to their senses. It is vmy 
ea,y, of course, to find fault, but I found fault 
with the Government long ago, and I also told 
them what were the only means of relief, and of 
bringing the colony into a prosperous condition. 
It is not the strikes and the labour disturbance,; 
that are to blame. The business of the country 
was not delayed for one day during the late strikes. 

[l\fr. IsA:UBERT, 

For every man who laid down work there were 
half a dozen to take his place. The maritime 
strike 'was a perfect god-send to many a farmer 
who did not know how to make both ends 
meet, and they were glad of the opportunity of 
coming to Brisbane and of earning suffi­
cient to get them out of their ditliculties. 
Business was not disturbed, and that strike did 
no harm to the colony. Then, when the labourers, 
after h•wing been beaten in the maritime strike, 
foolishly determined that when the shearing in 
the \Vest commenced they wonld gain the 
mastery there, and prepared for the strike there, 
I saw beforehand what would happen, and I 
warned the leaders. I said, "You are about to 
jump at the top rung of the ladder, and you 
will certainly not reach it, hut will tumble down 
and break your legs." The strike began. \Vas 
the station work delayed? I Bay no. For every 
man who refused to work a dozen were ready to 
take their places. I heard the hon. member for 
l\fackay state that the strike was a good thing 
for many in Brisbane, as about 800 men cleared 
out of the city. Then the usele ,s expenditme of 
the Government in sending out the military was 
not lost, as the money was spent in the country. 
The only real injury to the colony was the wnges 
that were taken away frcno the colony. :1\o harm 
resulted from the expenditure on the military. I 
believe that it made the \\' estcrn districts more 
prosperous than ever; just as I believe the 
money bpent through the occupation of Egypt by 
England is,; great factor in the progress of Egypt. 
If this is all the Government ha,·e to propose, 
then the sooner they go to the country the 
better, so as not to prolong the agony. 'rile next 
measure to relieve the colony is land-grant rail­
ways. If the building of rail ways by the 
£10,000,000 loan has not been able to establish 
permanent prosperity, is it reasonable to expect 
that building rail ways on the land-grant 
principle will do wonders? It will certainly 
give employment to a number of men, but 
thev are a most undef'irable class of people. 
It ·is the expenditure of money on public 
works on a hrge scale which has created 
the artificial prosperity. It has created a 
hig-h artificial rate of wages, which the ordinary 
hnsiness of the colony cannot afford to pay. 
This high rate of wages, although it has created 
an artificial prosperity, has also interfered with 
our progreS"s. It has interfered with most of 
our industries through raising wages to an arti­
ficial height which other industries, and particu­
larly the agricultural industry, are unable to 
stand. In this resp~ct it has done more harm than 
good. The people engaged in railway build­
ing are very hardworking men, but very 
fe ,v of them are agriculturists. They work 
very hard and earn big wages, and no 
sooner have they got their money tha,n they 
spend it like a man in a drunken orgie and com­
mence work again. When a ship is in danger 
we should lay aside all etiquette and try to get 
that ship out of clanger. This colony is, I believe, 
in such a state, but the means proposed are not 
ca1culated to achieve the end desired. The 0nly 
good point in the Speech is the reference to the 
stock tax; but even that will not give immediate 
relief, although it may give future relief. It is 
a measure on a very sound principle, being based 
on mutual aid, and I am sure it will cause the 
exportation of meat and be of that value which 
it is expected to be. 'l'he next good point 
is the Bill to deal with mining on private 
property. Then there is to be a revision of 
t11e railway tariff. The Government and the 
Commissioners annoyed and injured the farming 
pnpnlation until they are almost at their wits' 
ends, and then they corm• tardily forward with a 
proposal to revise the railway tariff to repair the 
mischief they have done. As sensi-ble men they 
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should have seen the evil before it came to such 
a pass. The Chief Secretary said in his speech 
that the chief remedy is to increase the procluc­
tion from the soil. I believe the last few seasons 
have been so f;wonrable that production from 
the soil has been, in consequence, so largely 
increased as to be almost beyond the boldest 
desin•s of human heart. Yet that has not 
given relief. If that argument were logically 
correct then we ought to be ver,v prosperous 
now; but notwithstanding the abundance of 
produce we are very miserable, showing that 
we are governed on wrong lines. If our pro­
duction is increase_d more largely, according to 
our present experrence, wa shall not be better 
off. As it is, Queensland is producing more per 
head than any other civilised country in 
the world. .According to our latest returns, 
I believe we are exporting produce to the 
amm;mt ve:y nearly of £20 per head. \V e 
are rmportmg to the amount of from £12 to 
£14 per head. It is not the labour troubles n<Jr 

., anti-kanaka legislation which has brought about 
the present state of depression, but economical 
and industrial neglect from the beginning of the 
colony up to the present time. .Every second 
man you meet has a remedy for our difficulties. 
They say, "Go on to the land, settle on the 
htnd." I wish tho'e who give that advice so 
readily would settle on the land themselves. 
They would then discover that farmers who have 
been settled on the land for years now find 
it hard to make both ends meet. \Vhen they 
send their produce to market it is fiht heavily 
taxed by the Railway Commissioners, and when 
they get it to the market they are hlackmailetl 
by the middlemen, and often do not get as much 
as will cover expenses; sometimes they have even 
to shell out money into the bargain. Is that a 
remedy? Then, again, the raw produce whioh is 
raised in the colony costs a large amount for 
railway transit, and h;,_s then to be carried 16,000 
miles to the old country, a.nd 16,000 miles 
back again as a manuhctured article, which, of 
course, ca>1ses the price of such article' to be 
very high, and the lion's share of the profit 
in tbcc,e operations goes to foreign countries, 
Therein lies the whole secret, and, until this 
m"tter is remedied, the depression will continue, 
and we shall go from bad to worse. I do not 
approve of the foolish actions of the labonr 
party. I condemn them as much as any man can 
do, but, at the same time, I also recognise that 
labour has a great deal of cttuse for dissatisfaction. 
In engineering or in architecture the strength of 
the material used is a matter which must receive 
consideration. When a brick building is con­
structed regard must be had to the pressure which 
every brick will stand before it crumbles. That 
is a principle in architecture. Now, just look at the 
labouring classes who have to do all the nation's 
labour and maintain everything. The colony 
has now a population of about 400,000 men, 
women, and children. Of course, all of theFe 
400,000 people are not producers. There are 
probably 80,000 adults, but even these are 
not all producers, as many of the1J1, live on 
others. There are altogether too few really 
proclnctive labourers, and when we consider t.h8 
taxes that are imposed for revenue and the cost 
of living, the profit> that are made out of com­
merce anrl speculation, and that the burden of 
everything ultimately falls on the workin;; 
clas;es, it is truly a wonder how thev 
can stand it. In reality they cannot stand 
it, and what they cannot stand has to be 
made up by borrowed money. According 
to the bst revenue statistics, the revenue col­
lected amounted to £8 10s. per head, and the 
revenue necessary was ££) 10s. per head, so that 
there was a deficiency of £1 per head. There 
would, therefore, be a deficiency of £400,000 to 

be made up. How can the labourers make 
up that deficiency and all the revenue and 
requirements, and compete with foreign produce 
raised by cheap labour? It is impossible. Any 
man who can explain that satisfactorily to me 
will make a freetrader of me, but I cannot see 
how it e:;m pc·,·ibly be done. A complete 
reversal of the policy which has hitherto been 
pmsued by both parties in the House up 
to the present time is nec,sa7, and the 
sooner we make that change the better. Bnt 
we shall not improve our position merely by 
passing the measures shadowed forth in the 
Governor's Speech, and I feo,r that at the general 
election we shall have to face an ongry people. 
What prospect of relief io there from the re­
introduction of lmnaka labour? I admit that it 
will prevent the brettking-down of some sugar 
eotate,s, and I believe that it will be favourable to 
the settlement of a white population in the North, 
which is so difficult to settle under ordinary 
conditions. BuL it will not bring general 
prosperity tn the colony. \Ve must of course 
recognise that the sugar industry is an im­
pm·tant one. Last season, so we are told, 
tile produce of the sugar industry was worth 
£1,400,000 to the colony. Of this £·100,000 worth 
was consumed in the colony, and £1,000,000 
worth ,,•as exporter!. Our total exports amount to 
£8,000,000, and only a little more than £500,000 
is for articles of miscell:meons character, all the 
rest, nnrly £8,000,000, being the produce of three 
industries-the pastoral, mining, and sugar in­
dustries. \Vhen we have only three industries 
to depend on, it is a very serious matter to inter· 
fere with one of them, and we should think twice 
b·.Jore we say, ''Let it perish." It is no use riding 
the lwbby of oentiment. \Ve must be practical, 
and if by restricting and regulating the temporary 
introduction of kanaka labour, and particularly 
by restricting· the importation of Javanese, we can 
assi't th,tt industry, we ought seriomly to· con­
sider whether that course should not be adopted. 
I r ·gad thq introduction of coloured labour as 
great an evil as ever I dicl, but we should not 
be short-sighted or obstinate in the matter. 
The Chief Secretary has done all he could 
to bring about a change in the cultivation 
of sugar, and the Houoe allowed him t0 spend 
£ii0,000 on central mills to prove that c.~ne 
could be grown by w bite labour. In curtail­
ing the importation of kanakas, he hoped the 
planters would be careful enough to try and 
di;member their e,t,,te~, and he gave them every 
facility to get :European labour from Germany 
and Denmark. What did the planters do 
then? They vilified the G<.vernment for asking 
the Germans ancl Danes to take the place 
of the kanakas, and said they wanted them 
to become slaves. Now they see that they 
made a mistake then, and werP cutting off 
their noses to spite their faces. They now 
see that sugar-growing in large estates will not 
pay, and that the s tfest and surest plan is to 
dismember the large estates. I recognise that 
sugar-planting on a large scale cannot be carried 
on without kanaka labour, and where it is carried 
on in that way theremaYbdrom fifty to 100 white 
menemployed on thee·.tatH. Those men become 
accustomed to the work and acclimati,ed, and 
the,v are the people who must be looked to to 
take small farms from the larger estates. There­
fore, in the interests of settling a white popula­
ti«n in the Xorth, where it is so difficnlt to 
accomplish it, I wonld advocate a temporary 
readmic,sion of kanakas, but at the same time 
the Government should introduce a sound 
rev·ision of the tariff to encourage our industries. 
If they do not do that, they had better go to the 
country, and we will then soon find out what is 
the best thing to do, as we did at the last election. 
Every one knew then that a national policy was 
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required for the encouragement of our industries 
but as soon as the election was over, and member~ 
ha~ secured their seats "by false promises, that 
policy was forgotten, and even the misery 
that is now in the colony has not 
OPi"ned the eyt'"< of the Government. I think 
~here are at least fifty members in this Home 
m favour of a policy of prot~ction, and it is 
only the obstinacy of the Government that 
preve;1ts them introducing the necessary reform. 
PrommPnt members of the Government know 
that as well as I rlo, but they cannot convince 
the1r colleagues. Hon. members should insist 
upon this economical reform. I would recom­
mend hon. members to study a return supplied 
from t~e Pacific . Island Immigration Office. 
They w1ll see from 1t that up to the pre.cent time 
the sugar industry has not been short of black 
labour, and the return also shows that about 
2,000 coloured bbourers are. abroad in the 
colony, and many of them are as hard up as the 
women who stormed the Treasury. They are 
competing with white men, and are, to a great 
extent, the cause of the aver~ion to this labom. 
Althongh I think the temporary readmission of 
kanakas arlvisable, it will not 'be a cure-all for 
the present state of things. I hope my criticism 
of the Government policy will be taken into 
account. It is not meant to be personal, as I 
know I have spoken the sentiments of some of 
the members themselve,, and if they do not thke 
better counsel and initiate economical reform the 
sooner they go to the country the better. 

Mr. GRDIES said: Mr. Speaker,- I have a 
few remarks to make upon the matters referred 
to in the Opening Speech, but before I do so I 
wish to speak in congratulatory terms of the 
very temperate and moderate W<LY in which the 
late~t addition to the House-the hon. member 
for Barcoo--ga1"e utterance to his opinions. His 
speech '"ugms well for his usefulness in this 
Chamber. Though comparbons are odious, I 
cannot help at the s:1me time contrasting thctt 
gentleman's speech with the deliverance of 
another member who spoke from the same bench 
earlier in the evening. The speech of the hon. 
member for Barcoo Rtands out in marked 
contrast with the spee;,h of the other member 
to whom I have refrned. The chief rlis­
~ms:;ion of the G-overn(lr's f1peech has centred 
111• the fjuestion of the continurttion of k,;naka 
Ltbonr. There are a number of persons who 
have thought fit to dcsignn,te the Chief Secretary 
and those who have e'<pressecl approval of his 
mamfesto on this subject as political acrobats. 
It has been said that by exprebsing such opinions 
they have turned a political somersault. I have 
expressed myself in favour of the manifesto on 
condition that provision is made to pre~ent 
the abuses connected with the trade in the past. 
In expressing my approval of it. I do not see 
that I have accomplished this acrobatic feat, 
or. ~hat I have been in any way inconsistent 
w1th my former utterances upon this subject. 
I he.ve taken a very firm stand in reference to 
the employrno>t of kanaka labour; 1ut I do not 
see that my expression of approval of the Chief 
Secretary'" manifesto has in any way laid me 
open to the charge of inconsistency. I c.m give 
my reasons in a very few words, anrl I intend to 
do reo. I ho,ve always advocated the employ­
ment of European labour on plantcttions, 
and I have endeavoured to show from my 
own experience and that of others in the lmsl. 
ness that white men can do the work, and 
that they can carry out the cultivation of 
the sugar-cane profitably under certain condi­
tions, not as gang htbourers or hired labourers 
but on proprietctry or leasehold farms upon th~ 
sugar estates. After visiting the whole of the 
Northern sugar districts some years ag-o, I 
addressed a public meeting in Townsville upon 

the subject, and I there gave my opinion that the 
industry could not be carried on by white labour, 
unless it was done by cutting up the large estates 
into small farms, to be worked on the central 
sugar-mill system. I am still of the same 
opinion, and I am glad to hear an exprexsion 
from all sides that considerable progress is 
being made in that direction, and that numbers 
of farmers are settling upon the sugar estates 
in the North. The progress made, however, has 
not been sufficiently Lst to provide the neces­
sary quantity of cane to keep the mills employed. 
The mills cannot possibly continue unless they 
get a fair amount of cane to keep them employed 
fur something like four or five months in the 
year. Thereis a large amount of money invested 
in the sugar industry, and the interest is so large 
that it will not pay the proprietors to keep the 
mills open or do the work of crushing unless they 
have good hone of getting pretty well supplied 
with cane for the season. I see very well that 
the progress in the way of settlement is not going 
to uvertr~ke the quantity of cane required by the 
mill-owners. I see there is an intervening gap that 
we will have to provide for. I believe eventually 
that the whole of the plantations will be leased 
out or sold in small portions, but at the present 
time it cannot be done with European labour 
as it has given evidence that it will n•Jt take to 
the work, and the attitude of the labour leaders 
has encouraged the men to stand aloof. Probably 
another reason is the way in which the labour 
on sugar plantations has been degraded by the 
phu1ters themselves, for they have publicly in 
this House, and outside of it, on everv occasicn, 
told the white people that the work was not fit 
for white men. I do not wonder now that the 
white people should have that impression, espe­
cially the white labourers in the North. Seeing, 
therefore, that the labour in the colony will not 
take to the work, what are we to do? Are 
we to allow the sugar industry to fall through ? 
Are we to allow it to be hampered, and 
very probably those who have taken up these 
small farms to be left without a mill to crush 
their cane? Thctt will really be the result, I be­
lieve, unless we have other 'labour to grow cane 
sufficient to make up tho quantity the mills re­
rJnire in the se<1.son. \Ye are forced into that 
view of the matter hy what we have heard lately 
in connection with the le<1.clers of the labour 
party. They have shown that it would be 
unsafe for any planter to depend upon getting 
his labour at the crushing season. You may 
defer shearing a she3p for a few months, but it 
is not so with the planter. ·when his cane is 
re<1.dy for cutting he must cut it and get it 
through in the season, or else it will be a 
tooallosc. He cannot afford to be dilly-dallying 
when the cru8hing season is on-parleying with 
the men. I do not wonder, from whltt l have 
seen lately, thctt the ]Jlanters are prepared rather 
to abandon their plantations than trust to thA 
unreliable nature of the European labour in the 
North. Taking that view of it, I see there is 
nothing left us to do bnt tide over this time 
by the cl'lhtinuation of kanaka labour. I am 
prepared to support Sir Samuel \Valker Griffit.h 
if he C[!n provide regulations that will preYent 
the abuses that have taken place in the 
past. Another matter that has been dwelt 
upon this evening is that this Parlhment 
should not undertake the duty of carrying this 
measure. \V ell, I am in such a position that I 
can easily vote on the question, and if other hon. 
members had tctken the same opportunity a" I 
have done of consulting their electors, they 
would have been in as free a position as I am in 
to give a vote according to their consciences. I 
never have c::tred to give pledges at election 
time. I think if a candidate cannot be trusted 
to use his discretion on matters of this kind he 
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should never be sent into this Chamber as a 
representative of the people. It is not the pledges 
that should be relied upon. It is the general 
trustworthiness of the individual, and I regret 
very much to see the position thrtt one 
hon. member is in at present with reference 
to this matter. He has actually to vote 
against his conscience to keep his pledge to the 
party that. returned him. I say that such an 
individual is nothing more than a delegate to 
this House, and I for one would never occupy 
that position in this Chamber. If I were not to 
come here free from pledges of that kind, and 
free to vote according to my conscience, and 
what I believe will be for the best interests of the 
colony and the masses of the people in it, I would 
not occupy a position here. Now I think hon. 
members have had ample opportunity since 
the issue of the manife;to to have g-one 
before their constituents and obtained their 
opinions. I was very pleased to hear the remark 
from tlw Chief Secretary during this debate 
that we must get more wealth from the soil. I 
cheeredtheremark,and I onlywish that the Chief 
Secretary would also direct the same remark to 
other branches of the agricultural interest as 
well as to the sugar industry. I commend that 
to him. There are other branches of the agri­
cultural interest which are as important as the 
sugar industry, and they are at the present time 
languishing as much as the sugar industry, and 
require attention. It requires the. careful thought 
of the Government, and especin,lly of the Secre­
tary for Lands and Agrbulture, to find some 
means of showing the people that they can grow 
other products besides those they are growing at 
pres<>nt. Although Providence has smiled upon 
the farmers and given them plentiful crops, 
they are actua!ly as poor as ever, because 
th<>y cannot sell their crops at a profit. \V e 
are getting plenty from the soil, but we want to 
be able to produce some other kinds of crops for 
export as well as sugar that will be saitable to 
the Southern portion of the c0lony. I am pleased 
at the efforts made by the Agricultural Depart­
ment in reference to rust in wheat. They are 
taking an interest in that matter, and if they are 
successful, as I believe they will be, in obtaining 
a kind of wheat that will resist rust, there will 
be a large opening for the farmers in that direc­
tion. These experiments cannot be carried on 
without patience and perseverance and money, and 
I hope that while the Chief Secretary is anxious 
for the su;;ar industry to prosper he will also be 
prepared to support the general agricultural in­
terest with an expenditure of money if necessary. 
I commend to the Government the necessity of 
establishing an agricultural college. I know that 
we are short of funds, but that is one of the 
things on which the money would be well spent 
if it is carried out in the proper way. With 
regard to the proposed bonus on meat, if the 
pastoral tenants and the large squatters are prP­
pared to tax themselves for the purpose, I will 
assist them in the matter, but I shall firmly 
oppose the imposition of any tax on the dairy 
herds of the colony. I am very glad to see that 
there is to be some modification of the railway 
tariff-in reference to agricultural produce, I pre­
sume. I have always considered that the freight 
on goods should be in some measure equal to the 
amount that may be obtained for them. It is 
ridiculous to impose upon articles a freight 

. which they cannot afford to pay on account of 
the low price obtained iu the market. If the 
freight is so high as to make it unprofitable to 
send produce by rail, the result is that produce 
is allowed to rot on the farm, and the railway is 
deprived of the traffic. I hope, therefore, that 
some fair way of meeting the agriculturists will 
be found. I think, also, that some atten· 
tion should be paid to the working of those 

lines upon which the Commissioners intend to 
cease running passenger trains. It seems to me 
monstrous that we should have rail wn,ys made 
and trains running, and not allow passengers to 
travel by those trains. That is so in the neigh­
bourhood of Bri;bane at the present time. I 
came from my residence on the South Coast line 
to the South Coast Junction, where a tmin was 
waiting. I wn,nted to go to Ipswich, and that 
train was going to Corinda, where I could have 
got into the Ipswich train ; hut I had to go first 
to Melbourne street and then to North Brisbane 
before I could get to Corinda. I had to go 
round about fifteen miles instead of two 
miles ; and numbers of passengers from South­
port and other stations have to take the same 
route. The excuse for not carrying passengers 
on the trains to which I allude, is that it does 
not pay ; hut I think that if the trains had been 
run at the proper times it would pay to carry 
passengers. I think there hn,s been an act of 
repudiation in connection with this matter. I, 
with others, have paid my share towards that 
line in this way : \V hen lands were re, umed for 
the construction of the line, there was a set-off 
in the statement of the valuer--so much for the 
enhanced value the line would give to the pro­
perty it went through. In some cases the 
whole of the frontages of large allotments 
were taken away in the construction of 
that line. In that "'·'Y I have paid 
my quota towards the building of that line, 
expecting to get smne ad vantage, but it is no 
n,d vantage if nothing hue co<tl trucka are run 
along the line. There is one thing that I would 
commend to the rmgar planters before I sit down. 
If they do get a continuation of black labour I 
ad vi se them not to abuse their privilege, because 
if they allow kanakas to be employed in n,ny 
other than field work there will soon be such an 
outcry against the continuance of coloured labour 
that it will have to be discontinued. 

Mr. O'SUL"CIVAN: They are all over the 
colony now among the squatters. 

J\Ir. HYNE said : Mr. Speaker,-A great 
deal of stress has been laid by previous speakers 
upon the position which certain members hold in 
reference to their electors. I am placed in the 
unfortunate po,ition of not having had an 
opportunity of meeting my .electors, though I 
intended to do so at the earliest opportunity ; 
nevertheleH, I think I am justified in arriving at 
the conclu,ion to which I have arrived-namely, 
that. the voice of my electors is in favour of the 
Chief Secretary's propoml to ntcnd the term of 
the employment uf Polynesic!ls. I therefore 
intend to give the propm•al my hearty support; 
and I fully believe that it can be carried 
out almost free from abucc. I believe, also, 
that the further introduction of PolyneRians 
will he beneficial to the country generally­
beneficial to the white man and beneficial to 
the Polyne:;ian both materially and morally. 
One hon. member who Hpoke yesterday asked 
with great emphasie where public opinion has 
changed. I can say positively that it has changed 
in my electorate, and I can give you the reasons 
\1 hy it has changed. \Vhen the anti-kanaka 
feeling grew so rabid in my electorate, the 
abuses connected with the kanaka industry had 
then become vnrymmpant. Kanakas, as we know, 
were iutrod uce<l for purposes of tropical agricul­
hue only, but in the town of which I have the 
honour to be a representative there was scarcely 
a house of any 1 10sition but ha<\ a kanaka attachPd 
to it for outside work, and m many instances 
a kanaka for domestic work which a female 
servant should be doing. That was the cause of 
the anli-kanaka feeling being r>o very rabid in 
my electorate. But those abuses exist no longer; 
the anti-kanaka feeling has died away, and I d<? 
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not think the electors would offer any opposition 
to the introduction of kanakas, provided they 
are strictly confined to the work for which they 
are speci,.lly introduced. I sincerely hope the 
planters will endeavour to as .. ist the Government 
to ketp them to that kind of work. 

Mr. DRAKB: You heard what the hon. 
member f,Jr l\Iackay said last night. 

Mr. HYNE: I re,rretted to hear the emphatic 
statement of that hon. member, tliat kanakas 
would be and should be employed in the mills; 
But I know that in the Wide Bay an•1 Burnett 
districts the planters are determined to assist the 
GO\·ernment by keeping them out of the mills. I 
have much pleasure in stating that the planters 
in that district have determined to bring the 
kanaka into <'>m petition with the white man as 
little as possible; and I trust that phrnters else­
where will follow their example. 'l'he question 
was raised in a very pointed manner by the hon. 
member for Enoggera whether the present I'arlia­
ment is justified in dealing with this matter. I 
think myself thttt, in the altered circumstances 
of the cokny, the Governm<Jnt are perfectly 
justified in bringing the l11it,ter forward, ~.nd 
that this Parliament is perfectly justified in 
dealing with it. 

Mr. G LASSEY : 'What are the altered circum­
stances of the colony? 

l'lir. HYNE: The altered circumstn,nces are 
that we have no money to spend, that we can 
borrow no mor<J money, and t.ho,t the period for 
the introduction of kanaka., is drawing to a clo'·' ; 
and therefore all confidence a'> to the future of 
the industry has been done away with. The 
production of sugar, I am proud to saY, has not 
decreased, bnt it would have been far larger if 
those abuses l1ad not crept in which prompted 
the Chief Secretary to introduce the legislation 
abolishing the introduction of kanakas. That 
legislation was necessary at the time, because 
abuses in connection with kanaka labour were 
rampant all over the colony. I am certain no 
white man could work on the plantations in the 
North that I visited two years ngo; it would be 
impossible for them to work between two rows of 
cane on a hot summer day, and I should be very 
sorry to sec a rr1an of n1y colour doing ] t; a-:; 
long as there are black men obtainalJ!e. There 
is plenty of work fOi' white men without their 
doing that. This is consirlerc I a desporate 
remedy for the leader of the Government to 
introduc~, but desperatediseasesrequiredespr:mte 
remedies, and we are in a very de pcrate ,;tate 
nt present. \Ve are about as low a~ we <"an go in 
the financial scale. The ptts,;ing of this m. :tsure 
will do no lmrm to the white workers. The 
white \\orker,; know perfectly well that I 
am heartily with them, and would do nothing to 
injure them, and I am quite s"tisfied that 
in my own district, at all events, it will 
give such an impetus to the fotmch·ies aml 
other industries '" will be beneficial to all con­
cerned. If we nre to nccept the dicLum of the 
hon. m em Ler for EnrJggera, that this Parliament 
should not deal with this que>.tion because the 
Parliament is moribund, I want to know wh<:re 
the line is to be drawn? \Vhen do we become 
moribunrl? Is it twel vc months b .. fore the end 
of the Parliament for which we we re elected, or 
is it six monthH, or is it three months? I main­
tain that anv lPzislation that we undertt~ke and 
carry out uj, to four yews eleven months and 
three weeks will bP just ask raJ and constitutional 
as any legislation that we u-ndertook during the 
fir, t week that we were returned to the House. If 
circumstances have so changed that it is necessary 
for the Government to change their policy, it mav 
be very distasteful to those who holrf the old 
Liberal programme, on which I was elected, and 
from which I regret I have had to depart. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. T. 0. Unmack): It is not pleasant for the 
Gnvernn1ent. 

Mr. HY::'-TE : It may not be pleasant; still it 
their duty. I am democratic in my views, and 

I have always maintained that the land should 
be retained in the possession of the Crown, and 
I am sorry to see the Government compelled to 
part with the land for money to carry on public 
worl<s. Another reason given by the hou. 
member for J<~noggera why this Parliament 
should be dissolved and an appeal made to the 
country, was that there is no Opposition. I 
maintain, from observations I have made and 
from conclusions I have arrived at since I have 
been a member of the Assembly, that there is 
no direct necessity for an Opposition, although 
there is certitinly a necessity for criticism. 

Mr. DRAKE: Then you would have an 
autocratic Government. 

Mr. HYNE : An autocratic gmndmothcr ! 
Look at the proceedings of municipal councils 
ann divisional boards. Is there ever a measure 
brought before them that is not properly 
eritimsed? And yet they are not divided into 
parties. My opinion is that many measures 
which are brought before Parliament when party 
feeling run" high do not receive that justice which 
they would receive if party feeling did not exist. 
I have arrived at the conclusion that party 
government is llflt essential to good governnwnt. 
Criticise mr ccsures as much as you like, but I do 
not believe that p::trty government is absolutely 
necessary for the goodgovernm&nt of any country. 
Those m:ty be new views to promulgate, but I 
have a perfect right to express the opinions I 
have arrived at. J<'rom personal observation 
since I have been in this Assembly, I am con­
vinced that many meaeure,; are not treated on 
their meritH, but fr~in a party point of view. 
Comidering the state of the colony financially, 
I think myself, with other hon. members who 
have expressed themselves in favourable term~ 
to the proposals, that we should one and all try 
and iLS'<ist the Government in endeavouring to 
drag the colony out of the financial quagmire it 
i' in. I must say that it has puzzled me, in 
looking o,·er the financial returns published in 
the Courier one clay last week, to see the 
enormous advantage• we have in exports 
over import". I think cur export' exceed 
our in,ports by something like £3,000,000. 
I do not think there is another colony in 
Australasia that stands so favourably in that 
respect, and it is really a mystery to me that we 
should be in such a position as we are. As one 
of the labour member" said to-night, there must 
Jx, extrav;1gance somewhere. vVhere is it? 
Vlherc are we to look for it? I have always had 
very clear views on that matter. I say our Civil 
Service is over. manned. I took the trouble 
the other day to go over the Estimates, and I 
find that our Civil servant" number 4,300 out 
of a population of 393,000 all told, and the 
great majority of them are billeted in and around 
Brisbane. In the Governor's Speech it is •stated 
that attention will Le paid to the circumstances 
of the colony in framing the Estimates. 

Mr. ALAKD : The same old yarn. 
Mr. HYNJ~: Perhaps it is. I should like to 

have seen that matter more emphasised, and to 
have been informed what shape or form the 
retrenchment is to take. I felt rather dis­
appointed at that. I wa" in hope that a 
similar proposition to that made in Victoria 
by the pre','lent Premier, .Mr. Shiels. would 
have emanated from our Treasurer here, 
and if such a scheme is brought forward it shall 
receive my hearty support. Retrenchment is 
absolutely necessary. vVe are a mere handful 
of people. Out of a population of 303,000 we have 
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only 63,000 who are producers of the raw material 
from the land. I say that is not right. Tlw Chief 
Secretary laid much emphasis upon the neces­
sity of settling more people on the land to get the 
wealth out of it, and one hon. member interjected, 
"What is the use of producing more ; there 
is no market for what we already produce? " 
I only wish that hon, member would look 
through the statistical returns of exports and 
imports, and see the number of articles imported 
that we can produce ourselves. For grain of 
different descriptions alone, about three·quarters 
of a million of money was sent out of the colony 
last year, every item of which we could and 
should produce in Queensland. That is a subject 
well worthy of consideration when we hear an 
hon. member say we cannot sell what we produce. 

Mr. ALAND: Was not that in the year 
ending 1890? 

Mr. HYNE ; I quote from the returns for 
1890-!Jl, the latest we have. I do not know that 
I need say much more. I should not have risen 
to speak to-night, but I leave for Maryborough 
to-morrow morning and intend to address my 
constituents on Friday night, when they will 
endorse or condemn the opinions I now express. 
With regard to the question of railways, I as one 
of the public desire that rail ways shall be 
constructed. '\V e cannot stand still as we 
are. We have unfinished railways in my dis­
trict, and we shall never rest until they 
are finished. If the Treasurer cannot find 
the meo,ns to construct them, by all means let 
us part with our lands for that purpose. I see 
no alternative but-to do so. '\Ve must finish 
those railways in some way or other. The 
question of the land being locked up does not 
trouble me in the least, because I know it is 
only a question of time when it will not pay 
anyone to keep it locked up. I mean that a 
land tax will come as surely as the sun will rise to­
morrow morning, and it shall receive my support. 
'\Ve have a land tax for local purp03es, but we 
must have it for general revenue purposes, and 
then I shall have no fear of the aggregation 'of 
large estates, because it will not pay to keep 
those large estates locked up. That is the only 
way out of the difficulty, and if any reasonable 
scheme is brought forward for the construction 
of railways, to be paid for in land, I shall sup­
port it. '\Vith regard to the railway tariff, I 
hope it will be satisfactorily settled by the 
Railway Commissioners. I can assure those 
gentlemen that there are many other indus­
tries besides the agricultural mdustry which 
require a helping hand from them. :For mstance, 
in the industry in which I am engaged, the very 
life-blood is dragged out of the men working in 
it by the high cttrriage charged for timber. With 
regard to the stock tax, as tho.~e who are asked 
to pay it have expressed their willingness to do 
so, and as it will establish a new industry, I 
think it ought to receive the hearty support of 
all members of this House. I shall say no more 
to-night, as there may be other hon. 
members who desire to speak. I shall 
give the measure relating to kanakas my 
hearty support. As to land-grant railways, as I 
can see no other way by which we can get our 
railways constructed, I shall support any reason­
able proposal of that kind. 

Mr. GLASSEY said: Mr. Speaker,-I move 
that the debate be now adjourned. 

Mr. BLACK: Too early. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY said : Mr. 
Speaker,-I think it is very early to adjourn the 
debate. 

Mr. GLASSEY: It is ten minutes to 10 
o'clock. 

The CHIEF SECRETAI~Y: We adjourned 
early last night. I do not Eee why the hon. mem­
ber should not go on with his speech to-night. 

Mr. G LASSEY: You mightatall events·extend 
a little courtesy and adjourn the debate to-night. 

The SP:B;AKER : I would remind the mover 
and seconder of the mot.ion that if it is rejectc>J 
they forfeit their right to spE'ak. 

Question-That the debate be now adjourned 
-put and negatived. 

Mr. NI~LSON said: Mr. Speaker,-Speaking 
to a point of mder, I may suggest that I have 
not the slightest doubt that the House will grant 
indulgence to the hon. member for BundrLnba 
and allow him to speak. I shall offer no objection. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There iB no 
objection to the hon. member speaking. 

Mr. GLASSEY said: :\Ir. Speaker,-I have 
been very ill during the last few weeks, or I 
should have taken an ear her opportunity of speak­
ing. I was confined to the house for a month, 
and I am not now in a fit condition to speak, 
although I want to say something on the Speech 
of His J~xcellency. I think hon. members might 
have extended the courtesy which I asked, but as 
they have not done so I will go on. I may tell the 
Governnwnt that they will not make any progress 
by their opposition to me to-night. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If you had taken 
the proper course and intimated your desire to 
the House, the House wuuld have met you. 

Mr. GLASSJ<;Y : I noticed last night, when 
the hon. member for Fas'·ifern was about to 
speak at this hour, the Chief Secretary suggested 
that we should adjourn. 

The ORIEl<' SECRETARY : It was the 
House generally. I did not suggest it. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I never heard anyone, ex· 
cept the Chief Secretary, suggest that we should 
adjourn. However, seeing that the House has 
not thought fit to grant me th1tt courtesy, I shall 
address the House, and I shall not curtail my 
remarks one iota if it ta!tes me till 3 o'cl<•ck to 
finish. I had no idea but that other hon. mem­
bers were desirous of speaking, otherwise I should 
not have moved the adjournment of the debate. 
But I suppose there is nothing for it now but to 
go on, and I shall go on. :First of all, previous 
to making any remarks on the Speech of His 
Excellency, r' may be permitted to say a few 
words in reference to what the hon. member for 
Maryborough said yesterday afternoon in regard 
to some hooting at the Governor that took place. 
I regret very much that such took placP, and I 
was not aware of it until I heard the hon. mem­
ber say that it had hken place. I concluded 
from his remarks that he thought I would know 
something about it or I had some hand in bring· 
ing the parties forward t J do it. 

Mr. AXN'EAE : I did not think that for a 
moment. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I say that hooting can do no 
good, and I never reRort to it. 

The CHIEI<' SECRE'rARY: The hon. mem­
ber never discouraged it. 

1\lr. GLASSJ<jY: The hon. member does dis· 
courage it upon all occasions. I say it is not a 
desirable or a pleasant thing for any person to 
hoot a gentleman occupying the position the 
Governor does. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\II:\TES (Hon. W 
0. Hodgkinson) : And women, too. 

l\lr. GLASSEY: And women, too. It can do 
no good; but when there are a large num.ber of 
persons out of work, and many of them without 
money and no doubt some of them without 
food, doubtless from their point of view, when 
they see a considerable sum of money expended 
in the pageantrJ: that we witness from year to 
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year, they may feel a little discontented, and in 
consequence of that discontent they may give vent 
to their feelinge in the wrong way, so that there 
may be something to be said for them. I do not 
say this by way of making an apology for these 
people, but I say that from their point of view 
thAre is something to be said in their favour. I 
am not going to discLlSS the question of the re­
introduction of kanaka labnurerA in detail. 
Opportunities innumerable will no doubt present 
themselves when the Bill comes before us 
for its second reading and in committee. 'rhere­
fore it is not necessary to go into details now, 
but I think it is necc,sary to say that 
it seems rather remarkable to see the large 
number of members who were returned to thi; 
Chamber :obsolutely pledged to the hilt to oppose 
kanaka labour, led by the Chief Secretary 
himself during the last ten years, and to hear 
the number of apologies that have been made by 
hon. members who have practically violated 
their pledges to their constituents. I crtme to 
this House distinctly pledged against coloured 
labour, and one of the strongest reasons that I 
ever had for admiring, as I have admired, the 
present head of the Government "_,s the action 
he has taken in regard to this matter. 'l'he 
excuse brought forward by certain hon. members, 
as a sort of feather-bed to hll gently upon, for 
their intention to vote for the continuation nf 
this traffic is that circumstances have changed. 
Circumstances of what nature? Is the sugar 
industry on the decline, as has been st;.ted? Is 
there any want of black labour in the colony ? 

An Ho~OURABLE ME}JBER: Ye'. 
Mr. GLASSEY: Where? I challen"e proof 

and testimony upon the point. " 
An HoxocRABLE l\IE}JnEI\ : In North Queens­

land. 
Mr. GLASSEY: Not in North Queensland 

or in South Queensland. If the returns pre­
sented to hon. members and to the country are 
to be relied upon, I say there is abundance of 
black labour and to spare. 

Mr. PHILP: No. 
Mr. G LASt:lEY : ·when we come to debate the 

question and go into details I shall endeavour 
to show from the most reliable authoritv-the 
Government themselves-that such is the case. 
Then we come to consider another question-the 
que~tion of making rail ways on the land-grant 
principle. The same flUestion the Chit·f Secre­
tary ·has fought for many years and fought with 
success. Now, of course, like the subject of black 
labour, circums~ances have materiilly altered. 
One of the questwn·s that demand early attention 
from my humble st:tnclpoint, is the best means of 
settling the lands along the different lines of 
railway. If that were done I believe areat ITOOd 
would result, not only to the individuttls ~vho 
would settle there but to the colony as a whole. 
But there is not one word in reg:1rd to th>tt in 
the Governor's Speech. 

Mr. M:ORGAN: How would you do it? 
~Ir. GLASSEY: If the lands are held by 

pn vate persons and they are useful in the in­
terests of the country, but are not used by those 
persons, then the State should clemancf either 
that they should use the lands them·.•el ves or 
place them in the hands of persons wbo would. 

Mr. l'HILP : They are used. 
Mr. GLASSJ~Y: They are not used. ·with 

reg,rd to raisin15 a tax to provide for a bonus 
on the exportation of fro~e·1 meat, I shall not 
say anything to-night, as it is a matter which 
wlll ~oubtless come on later for consicler:ttion. 
Commg back now to the question of black 
labour, we are told that the opinion of the 
country has change-1. Because the Chief Secre­
tary has changed, I suppose. ·where is the proof 

that the opinion of the country has changed? A 
few leading articles havo appeared in the prin· 
cipal journa.Is of the colony, chiefly in Brisbane. 
A few interP,ted persons have been interviewed 
on the question, and they have given the most 
wild and reckless statements in some instances ; 
and then because there is a sort of little flutter 
in certain circles where intere~ted parties can 
do much mischief, we are told that the ovinion 
of the country has changer1. I have seen no 
rnanife·,.tation of any such change. I have, of 
course, read those articlN and the reports of 
those interviews that have appeared. I have 
read, for instance, of one gentleman stating that 
only about one-tenth of the maize is grown in the 
Bundaberg district that used to be grown there. 
I have got the returns with me, and when I use 
them I think tbat gentleman will rather regret 
the statement he made. That is only one of 
many such statements which bave been made by 
certain interested parties in order to bolster up 
this qu···~tion. Then we have been told that 
public meetings have been c.tlled to consider the 
questi<m. I know that at a farming centre called 
Lowood, in the Stanley electorate, a meeting 
was called to favourably consider the manifesto, 
and an overwhelming majority of the farmers 
present on that occasion voted against both the 
r~introduction of coloured labour and against the 
!and-grant railways. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. GLASSEY : I know that the same thing 

took place at Laidley. 
Mr. NORTH: No; I contradict that. 
;\Ir. G LASSEY: The s'1me thing took place 

at Laidley to a great extent. A few interested 
persons called a meeting, but the meeting was 
not by any means satisfactory to its promoters. 

Mr. NORTH: Because y(m sent a lot of 
labour fellows up. 

l\Ir. GLASSJ<;y: I did not send anyone or 
communicate with a single person on the question. 

l\Ir. NORTH: You got someone else to do it. 
Mr. GLASSEY: The meeting was uot satis­

factOiy, and another meeting was held outside 
to oppose the manifesto, which was opposed by 
resolution. 

2\fr. NORTH: Yes; by the labour delegate. 
Mr. GLASSEY: I was sorry that an 

effigy of the Chief Recretary was prepared on 
that occasion-no doubt to inflict a certain 
amount of indignity upon that hon. gentleman. 
I think these things c>tn do no good ; but so far 
as public meetings are concerned, in that quarter 
of the colony at all events, they have not been 
by any meai1s favourable to the manifesto. 
Charters Towers has spoken most emphatically 
against the manifesto. Townsville has spoken 
agn.inst it, ::tnd. Croydon has also spoken against 
the manifesto. 

The CHII~l<' SECRETARY: Townsville? 
Mr. GLASSEY: Yes. I have a letter and 

two resolutions that have been forwarded to me 
from Townsvi!le. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: One thousand 
electors on the •rownsville electoral roll have 
signed a petition in favour of the proposal. 

Mr. GLASSEY: And 3,000 electors will sign 
a petition against it. 

.Mr. PHILP: ·where are they? 
Mr. GLASSEY: At Chttrters Towers. At 

least 1,000 electors in Townsville will also sign a 
petition against the proposaL At least that is 
the information I have received. Rockhampton, 
on two different occasions, in two of the largest 
meetings ever held there, most emphatically pro­
nounced judgment against the manifesto. 

Mr. Ai'INEAR: Sunday meetings. 
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Mr. GLASSEY: Not by any means Sunday 
meetings, so far as Rockhampton was concerned. 

Mr. PHILP : They were in Tuwnsville. 
Mr. GLASSEY: Three meetings have been 

hald in Maryborough, one of them favourable to 
the manifesto, the next one against it, and the 
third one, when the hon. senior member for 
l'viaryborough was present, went in favour of the 
manifesto. In Bundaberg, a sugar centre, one of 
the largest meetings that has been held in the 
Victoria Hall of that town pronounced a most 
emphatic judgwent against their member, who 
supports black labour. Ipswich on two occasions 
held meetings which pronounced against the pro­
posal. \V e are told Fortitude Valley is favour­
able to this question. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. GLASSEY: I challenge either of the 

members to go to Fortitude V alley to-morrow 
:tnd hold a meeting, and I, as an elector, will go 
there too, and if I cannot carry that meeting 
against them, as an elector, then I am very much 
mistaken. I challenge either of them to go, and 
I, as an elector, will go upon the platform with 
them, and I challenge them to carry a vote 
favourable to the manifesto. 

Mr. ANNF.AR: Look at Mr. McMillan's 
meeting in Sydney; but he was at the head of 

• the poll when the election took place. 
Mr. GLASSEY: As an elector, I say that 

they do not represent the opinions of the people 
in regard to black labour. 

An HoNOURABLE JY[E~IBER : Y on would pack 
the meeting. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I will not take :my man 
with me. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : They would have 
no show at a packed meeting, 

Mr. HOOLAN : They can pack it from the 
other side, if there is another side. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Then another meeting was 
held here recently. · What did a considerable 
portion of the electors of Toombul say the other 
evening? 

Mr. ANNEAR : The crowd that worships in 
the Gaiety Theatre every Sunday? 

Mr. GLASSEY: I was not there, and I do not 
know who were preRent. I am taking the result 
as it was reportc>d in the Courier. The result of 
that meeting was that twelve pArsons supported 
the reintroduction of black labour and 200 voted 
against it. And yet we have some hon. members 
coming forward in this House and telling us that 
the opinion of the country has changed. Where 
is the manifestation of that change? 

Mr. AN:NEAR: Wait till you see the polling 
in Bulimba. 

Mr. GLASSEY: It may tell a wond<>rful tale 
against black labour. If it does not, it will not 
be residents of Bulimba who will vote for black 
labour, but the 1,256 land proprietors, the 
majority of whom do not live in the electorate 
-bricks and mortar and mud will vote and 
not people. I have not been in the elec­
torate since this campaign commenced, but I 
venture to affirm that the residents of Bulimba 
are against black labour. I have referred to 
some of the meetings which have been held to 
consider the Chief Secretary's manifesto, and 
have shown that they do not by any means 
prove that the people are in favour of 
black labour. But the best means of testing 
the feeling of the people is to appeal to 
the people. I contend, as strongly as the 
hon. member for Enoggera did last evening, that 
a Government which goes to tile country with a 
distinct policy has no right afterwards to bring 
forward a policy absolutely and entirely opposed 
to that on which they were returned without 

first consulting the ]Jeople who elected them. 
Moreover, I "ay that this is a bad precedent to 
set, and one that . the Chief Secretary and his 
colleagues may yet live to regret; because two 
parties can play at that game, and it is not a 
wise game, nor im honourable game, nor a 
mora-l game. I believe the Chief Secretary 
is a man who has a high conception of 
guiding his conduct on moral principle,, 
but I say that on this occasion he has been 
extremely ill-advised and entirely misled. I think 
also that if he went to the country he would find 
that he had been misled. What can we hope to 
gain by the continuation of this traffic in black 
labour? It cannot pos3ibly bring about the 
change which some people say it will effect. 
The Uhief Secretary Btated in bis speech yester­
day that the sugar industry is languishing. I 
do not think it is languishing. I think, as has 
already been st:tted in this discussion, that it is 
more prosperous now than it has ever been, 
though possibly it has not extended in the way 
certain persons interested in the industry antici­
pated it would. However, I shall not discuss 
the matter more fully at present. The Chief 
Secretary also said last evening-

" As to the unemployed-a term of which they arc 
almost ashamed, as was justified by the extracts tlljj 
hon. member for :llaryborough read from Cardinal 
~loran's speech-the men unfol·tunatcly out of employ­
ment, what remedy has been suggested by t.heir own 
leaders who go about denouncing the Government? 
What do they propose?" 
Surely the memory of the hon. gentleman is not 
quite so short that he does not remember the 
proposal submitted to him some six years ago 
with the view of meeting the unemployed diffi­
culty. I had something to do with the submis­
sion of that proposal, which embodied a scheme 
of State-aided village settlement. It was not 
proposerl that people should receive money as 
a gift, but as a loan to be repaid with interest in 
·a few years. Is it unreasonable or unfair to 
ask the Government to settle people on the soil 
with the view of meeting the unemployed diffi­
culty? A proposal of that kind was subn,itted six 
years ago, and was again mbmitted last session by 
the hon. member for Enoggera as an amendment 
to the Land Bill then under discussion. Yet the 
Chief Secretary says that no proposal has been 
submitted by the labour leaders, who go about 
denouncing the Government. I am not aware 
that they go about denouncing the Government. 
If they criticise the actions of the Government, 
have they not a right to do so? It is not wrong 
surely to criticise the actions of the Chief Secre­
tary and his colleagues if they do wrong. Th<et 
is what we do in this House, and what is 
reasonable and fair in this House cannot be 
wrong in citizens outside. The Chief Secretary 
further said-

n Thf'Y took in hand first of all to regulate the 
mechanical industries. What was the result with re· 
spect to that action? A large number of mechanics 
have been driven out of the country, and of the 
remainder over one~ half are out of work." 

Does any sensible man for a single moment 
believe that the maritime strike had anything 
to do with driving mechanics out of the colony, 
or keeping them out of employment to-day~ As 
the hon. member for Rosewood fairly and logrcally 
put it this evening-for every man who ceased 
work during the maritime strike there were half a 
dozen pRrsons ready to fill his place; and what does 
that prove? It proves that previous to the strike 
there were large numbers of persons out of work. 
The mechanics then out of work are out of work 
now, and why? Because the work they were 
engaged on is completed, and there is nothing 
more. for them to do. Look at the large build­
ings now being erected in George street. There 
are sixty masons employed on that building, and 
what is to become of them when the work there 
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is finished? Is there any building at which 
they can he employed? As a matter of fad 
unless some other work is found for them they 
will go to swell the ranks of the unemployed­
a very nurner.ms body already in the city. I 
wonder whether it will be found that the maritime 
strike will have anything to do with throwing 
these men out of work when this job is finished. Is 
not that preposterous reawning from an eminent 
man like the Chief Secretary ? I will say more : 
it is most illogical and childish, though it came 
from a much more humble person than the Chief 
Secretary. \Ve have heard a great deal about 
confidence restored, and we know it is very neces· 
sary and desirable at all times, and I do not think 
any business can be carried on withont)t. But I 
would ask where is the want of confidence which 
is spoken of? \Vhere is the outlet for these large 
sums of money that we are told are only waiting 
a return of confidence to be in vested? Is it in 
building<, in making roads, or in making rail­
ways ? Probably we will be told it is. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE: There is plenty in 
squatting. 

Mr. GLASSEY: \Veil, when we consider 
that the products of squattages have increased 
within the last six yetus a" much as lOO per 
cent., there cannot he much wlmt of con­
fidence,in that induBtry. Six years ago we had 
!1,000,000 of sheep, and now we have 18,000,000. 
lt does not look much like a want of confidence 
when we find the flocks increased by lOO per 
cent. in that time. Maybe it is a sign of want of 
confidence, however, and that if confidence had 
been restored we would have had 100,000,000 of 
sheep. I think this large increase in our flocks 
has shown the great productiveness of the land, 
and lms proved beyond a doubt that there has been 
no want of confidence. Then we were told that 
this chss of men-the labour lcaderB, I suppose­
took in hand to regulate the padtoral industry. 
When did they take in hand to do that? I am 
not aware that they did anything of the kind. 

Mr. ANNJ<;AR : When they prevented the 
1nen frmn working. 

Mr. GLASSEY: They did not prevent the 
men from working. \Vas it an unreasonable 
thing, when the pastoralists last year submitted 
to their workmen an agreement which they 
did not con' id er fair, that the workmen 
should turn round rtnd ask to have a SlW 

in framing the agreement which set forth 
the terms. and conditions 11l'tder which they 
were to labour ? Because they did not 
quietly acquiesce in the proposals submitted to 
them, it is stated that they took in hand the con· 
trol of the pa,toml industry. They did nothing 
of the kind. They did perfectly right, and 
moreover, I say it is morally wrong for any 
party, be they pastoralists or shipowners, I care 
not, to draw up an agreement, and because 
they have the power, attempt to force it 
upon the workmen and say to them, "If 
you ·do not accept work under these condi­
tions you shall have no employment and you 
shall starve." The pastoralists' agreement was 
by no means agreeable to the workmen, and there 
were many things in it to which strong objection 
could be and was taken. Surely it was not an 
um·eas<mable request that the \vorkmen made ! 
\Vhat was the next request they made? They 
offered to submit the l]Uestion to an independent 
tribnnal and a ,k them to ~ay in their calm and 
clispassionate judgment whether the terms 
and conditions under which they were asked 
to work were fair or not. \V as that an unreason­
able request for the workmen to make? The pas­
toralists declined that and the workmen stopped 
work. Meetings of course were held, and the hon. 
member for Barcoo put the matter very well 
this everting, when he said that because a few 

drunken persons gave expression to wild, ridicn· 
lous, and outrageous ideas, £70,000 of the people's 
money was spent in sending up an armed force, 
not to quell a supposed revolution, but to over­
a we workmen and prevent them obtaining reason· 
able and fair conditions for their employment. 

The COLONIAL ·SECRETARY (Hon. H. 
Tozer): You do not believe that. 

1\Ir. GLA8S:B;Y: I do believe it, and it is not 
right for the Colonial Secretary to say I do not. 
I have given utterance to it before and I repeat 
it now. There is one matter I am sorry I over­
looked when I was referring to the black labour 
question. One reason given by the hon. merr:ber 
for 1\Iaryborough seemed to me very amusm!i. 
In speaking of the low prhe of farm produce m 
consequence of the want of kanaka labour he 
goes on to say-

" The other day I was in Ips·wich and I ~n.w a 
horse that was given a ton trial ~up Xicholas street 
sold for £5. Six or seven Yf'ars ago you could not have 
bought the same horse at Ipswich under £20." 
Is it not astonishing for an hon. member to use 
such an argument as that? Seven years ago the 
horse was sevt>n years younger, and surely the 
horse was worth more ,.Vhen it was seven years 
younger than it is now. 

Mr. ANNEAR: You know I did not mean 
the same horse. At that time I bought twenty, 
horses and I had to give £23 a head for them. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I do not know what the hon. 
member may have meant, but he spoke of the same 
horse. Mr. Speaker, I find my strength is not par­
ticularly good. I am not as 8trong as I thought 
I was when I got up, and I will therefore have 
to cut my remarks very much shorter. than I 
otherwi~e intended. However, we Will have 
several opportunities of discussing the Bill for 
the reintroduction of kamtkas when it comes 
before us in proper form, and if I am then in 
health I shall have a good deal to say ?n the sub· 
ject, and shall be prepared to say It. In the 
meantime I can only r'ay that I have heard 
nothing to convince me that the circumstances 
in connection with this matter have altered. I 
hope the advocates of black labour will be able 
to give us some reasonable arguments in sup­
port of their statement that that is the case. 
Up to the present time we have heard that 
the sugar industry is in a most deplorable 
condition for the want of black labour. \Ve 
have heard, on the other hand, that there are 
large numbers of black labourers who cannot fin cl 
work. vVe have also heard that there are a 
considerable number of persons very anxious to 
enter into an engagement to construct rail ways 
provided they get grants of land. I think that 
would be very wrong, and that it would only be 
perpetuating economic evils to part with the 
land on n.ny such conditions. Of course other 
hon. members hold the opposite view. Those 
are mine, and I say again that if we 
wish the country to prosper ; if we wish to see 
a prosperous community here, we want to get 
those persons who are now out of work on the 
lands of the country and to work the minerals of 
the country-minerals the raising of which will not 
glut the market. The lands and the minerals 
are here ; the people are here. How to bring 
them together is the question. I think, as far as 
my investigations go, you cannot settle people on 
the soil except by monetary a~>sistance. 

Mr. JJLACK : \Vhere is the money to come 
from? 

Mr. GLASSEY: l<'rom the same source as 
money for other purposes. The Government 
could find money to aid and assist central sugar­
mills. If they were so inclined they could find 
money for other purposes to aid and assist other 
persons to find for themselves a living. Referring 
to the last two strikes and their failure, the 
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Chief Secretary brands the labour leaders, with 
not being able to accomplish the unattainable 
during those strikes, when the whole force and 
power of the Government, the military, and 
police force was against them; but he should be 
the last to speak in that strain. I have said 
before that strikes ought to be thin11:s of the past. 
However, the last man in the world who ought to 
talk about the failure of others is the Chief Secre­
tary himself. Why, there is not a man standing 
on this continent who had a higher admiration for 
the hon. gentleman than I had; more particularly 
on the question of retaining the lands for the 
people, and keeping out of the colony inferior 
colonred races. But, Sir, of all the statesmen I am 
acquainted with, I do not think there is a greater 
failure than the Chief Secretary. Why, there is 
not a thing he has touched that he has not had to 
:ev.erse. The lands-for-the-people cry; where 
IS 1t? Gone. (.lueenslaud for the white man 
is gone. The opposition to land-grant rail­
ways is gone ; and then in the most childiHh­
in the most unmanly way-he says, "The 
reason I have altered my course of action 
is in 'consequence of the altered circum­
stances brought about by a few men called labour 
leaders." What a ridiculous and absurd position 
for a gentleman occupying a high and honourable 
office to be in ! A more childish and greater 
parrot cry I never heard raised-miserable and 
paltry to the lowest degree. Suppose all their 
hopes are not realised, as they!willnot be, I wonder 
what we shall hear next. There will have to be 
some other excuse than labour leaders. I hope 
the Chi of Secretary will take higher ground than 
always denouncing a few individuals who do 
not ag;ee with. him. I say it is wrong, from 
my pomt of view, to part with the land on 
an:y: such terms as now prop~sed. I say it is 
!lnt1rely wrong, from my pomt of view, to 
mtroduce coloured races among white people. 
n has been demonstrated that the two races 
cannot live alongside of one another. Remember 
the conflict in America; and America has not got 
over that difficulty yet. I ask, is it wise or 
prudent to attempt to continue this traffic, which 
;nt;tst eyet;t~ally result in evil? Then, of course, 
1t IS sa1d 1t IS only temporary. I pay very little 
attention to that "temporary" cry. Temporary 
mean~ perpetual. The hon. gentleman who is 
contesting Bulimba does not hesitate to give his 
opinion. He says, "I dcn't believe in this tem­
porary business; I believe it is necessary to have 
black labour perpetually in the tropics of Queens­
land." That is Mr. Dickson. At all events we 
understand what he means, and I think I' can 
understand what is meant hy this "temporary" 
argument. It is meant to be perpetual if it can 
possiJ;ly be carried o?t. If tim~ and my strength 
permitted I could g1ve many mstances of very 
considerable shortcomings on the part of the pre­
sent Chief Secretary, particulrtrlyin the matter of 
railway building-the estimates beino- compara· 
tively small and the ultimate cost en"ormous. I 
ag;ain repeat that the last man I am acquainted 
With who should denounce others for failure-I 
will use no stronger term-is the Chief Secretary 
himself. In every possible direction, so far as 
any legislation he has touched is concerned it 
has been miserably and lamentably a faih{re. 
But coming to a question with which I am more 
immediately concerned. Take the Trade Unions 
Act of 1886. Wh-tt is its value? It is not worth 
the paper it io printed on. It was exj~ected 
that it would be some protection to the work­
m.en; ln~t what ~as ?een its value? Judge 
L1lley fairly descnbed 1t when he said it was 
made more in the interests of the capitaliats than 
in favour of the workmen. And how has the 
Employers Liability Act been described by the 
Bench ? As a delusion and a snare. When the 
Chief Secretary comes to say that these persons 

who attempted to control these industries­
which they did not-more especially when he 
says they lamentably and miserably failed-I say 
there are no more lamentable failures than the 
legislation in which he him&elf has been engaged. 

Mr. AKNEAR : You have not been here long 
enough to know. The Chief Secretary has been 
here more than twenty years. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I have been here eight 
years; and I have read and observed during that 
time. 

Mr. NORTH: And you have done more 
mischief during those eight years than any other 
In an in the country. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I have always aimed at this 
and nothing more. I believe that the working 
people have never received their just and legiti­
mate reward for their toil. 

Mr. ANNEAR: They are r~ceiving it now, 
and they have to thank you for It. 

Mr. GLASSEY: "Ul I have aimed at is that 
they shall receive, in whatever occup::ttion they 
may be engaged, a reasonable amount to main­
tain themselves and those who depend on them 
in comfort and decency. 

Mr. DONALDSON: The Elementary Pro­
perty Bill! 

Mr. GLASSEY : That is all I ask. Is there 
anything immoral in that? Moreover, if an 
industry cannot afford to ray that, what is its 
value? Where semi-poverty is perpetuated you 
will always have a discontented people. I was 
born in the lowest depths of poverty, cradled in 
its midst, and suckled at its bosom--and I do not 
forget it. Moreover, I am not ashamed of it, 
because, as far as I know, poverty is not a crime. 
But I say it is a crime on the part of those who 
have the power, by the right of possession, to 
keep multitudes of people in poverty. All 
that those who are associated with me aim 
at is that the reward of the wage-earners shall 
be reasonable, that they shall have sufficient 
to feed, clothe, and house them in decency and 
comfort; ann the only means by which that mm 
be brought about, so far as I know, is by 
combination among the workmen-intelligently 
worked and honestly controlled-and I challenge 
any man to come forward and put his finger on 
a single line or word I have ever said of a con­
trary character either in print, on the platform, 
or in this House. But, l\1r. Speaker, how are 
the combinations of workmen treated? I have 
referred to the Act placed on the statute-book 
by the present Chief Secrebry. What is its 
value so far as these combinations are concerned? 

The CHIEl!' SECRETARY: It is good for 
them so long as they are honestly controlled. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Ann they are honestly con­
trolled, so far as I know and so far as my infor­
mation goes. I say that honestly and sincerely. 
Of course 5ometimes the methods resorted to by 
some persons may be wrong; but I say-and I 
would not be doing my duty to those with whom 
I am associated if I did not say it-I say that a 
more honourable, a more disinterested, a purer­
minded body of men I have not come in contact 
with during my travels. 

:Mr. BLACK: \Vhere is "Dear George ?" 
Mr. GLASSEY: Possibly "Dear George" 

may be a member of this House yet. Here is 
my young friend the member for Barcoo. B vt'ry 
one is proud to see him here; yet he ran as gTPat 
a risk of being in gaol last year as "Dear George," 
and would have been denounced as strongly by 
those who are opposed to these movements, <~s 
they denounced the others who are now in St. 
Helena. 

Mr. DALRY:MPLE: Ifhe had been fount! 
guilty. 
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Mr. GLASSEY: It does not follow because 
others have been found guilty that they are 
wrong. I have never believed they are wrong, 
and I say that the sentences were monstrously 
unfair. If I was asked to-day to sign a docu­
ment on the ground of mercy for their release I 
would refuse to do so, because I so strongly hold 
the opinion that those men are unfairly im~ 
prisoned. I am sorry that I do not feel well 
enough to say much more, particularly as I 
think the Chiet Secretary ;,a;; ratherun'ienerous 
in not allowing the debate to be adjourned. 

Mr. ANNEAR : Your people at the public 
meeting the othPr night were very generous. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Yes; they were very 
generous. 

1\Ir. ANN EAR: They called for three cheers. 
Mr. BLACK : And you waved your umbrella 

for the groans. 
Mr. GLASSEY: I did not wave any 

umbrella. I had no umbrella with me. 
Therefore, the hon. member for l\Iackay is wrong. 
Both my umbrella and my hat were in the ante­
room. But if I had waved an umbrella or a hat 
on the occasion I should not have denied it. 
'When I intend to cheer I shall cheer, and when 
I intend to groan I shall groan. \Vhen the Chief 
Secretary was in the Central district there was 
nobody put into prison for cheering, but there 
was a man put into prison for groaning. It 
was a wretched, miserable, unmanly piece of 
officialism to put a man in prison because he 
happened to groan at the Chief Secretary. It is 
not a pleasant thing to he groaned at; but the 
idea of imprisoning a man because he groaned at 
the Chief Secretary ! Who is the Chi~f Secretary 
that he should not be ~<roaned at more than any­
body else in the country? In his official capacity, 
and as a man, I have the very highest respect for 
him ; but so far as the groaning is concerned it 
was a miserable thing to put a man in gaol for. 

The CHIEF SECHETARY: I don't believe 
it ever happened myself. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Before sitting clown I must 
thank tbe Chief Secretary for having granted 
some slight concession to the Alice Hiver settlers. 
'rhe hon. member for Rarcoo informs me that 
the hon. gentleman has kindly granted them 
some assistance. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have granted 
them what I said I would grant. 

Mr. GLASSEY: But the hon. gentleman 
promises to do many things which he does not 
do. 

The CHIEF SECRETAHY: I wish you 
would name some of them. 

1\Ir. GLASSEY: I will content myself by 
naming two. The hnn. gentleman said we should 
not have him as Chief Secretary unless we also had 
a bca tax and a land tax. However, this is by 
the w"y; I am glad the Chief Secretary has 
kindly given these men--

The CHIEF SECHETARY: Not kindly. 
I am bound to ke,lp my word. 

1\Ir. GLASSEY: I hope the hon. gentleman 
will keep his word as far as the land tax and the 
beer t>tx are concerned, and I trust that as far 
as these settlers are concerned he will, during 
the session, paH a short measure giving them 
some security uf tenure. 

The CHIEF SEOllETAHY: They have got 
that now. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Those people are deserving 
of every encouragement. I entirely agree with 
the Chief Secretary that it is necessary to have a 
larger number of persons on the land, so as to 
increase its productiveness, and to provide for 
their own wants and for the wants of others. I 
am sorry in one sense that I am not able to speak 

at much greater length in order to compensate 
the Government for what I consider-to pnt it in 
the mildest way-a very ungenerous act towards 
myself. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE said: Mr. Speaker,-! 
beg to move the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

ADJOURNi\IENT. 
The CHIEF SECRETAitY said : Mr. 

Speaker,-I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Question put and pas~ed. 
The House adjomned at four minutes to 11 

o'clock. 




