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Q,UIDENSLAND 

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

FIF'J:'H SESSION OF THE TEN'I'H PARLIAMENT, 

AP1'01NTim TO MBET 

AT BRISilA Nf~ ON n!f~ TWEXTY-XINrii DAY OF MARCH, IX THE FIFTY-FH'TH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF 

HER llAJESTY QUI<JEN VICTORIA, IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1802. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSE!l'I:BLY. 

Tuesdny, 20 11fa1'Ch, 1892. 

Vacancy During the Rccess.-Mcmber Acljtulged InsolR 
vent.-::\Iember Sworn.-Seat Declared Vacant.­
Elections Judge for 1S'l2.-Petition: Continuation 
of Polynesian labour.- Adjournment.- Bill pto 
formr1.-'rhe Opening Speech.-Address in Re:ply,­
Auditor-General's R.eport.-Adjonrnment. 

THE House met at 12 o'clock, at which hour a 
message was conveyed by tbe U shcr of the Black 
Rod that His Excellency requeRted the attend­
ance of 1<1r. Speaker and hon. members of the 
Legislative As3ernbly in the Council Chamber. 

The SPEAKER, accompanied by hon. members 
of the Asse,nbly, accordingly proceeded to the 
Legislative Council, and, having heard the 
Address of His Excellency, returned to their 
own Chamber. 

The House resumed at half-past 3 o'clock. 

VACANCY DURING THE RECESS. 
The SPEAKER said: I have to report that 

since the termination of la,;t session, the death of 
Francis Reid Jliiurphy, :!<~squire, member for the 
electoral district of Barcoo, created a vacancy in 
the House; that upon the occurrence of the said 
vacancy I issued my writ for the el<cction of a 
member to fill the same, making the writ return­
able on Saturday, the 26th instant. It was not, 
however, returned to me until the 28th instant, and 
upon my so informing the Chief Secretary a 
proclamation was issued in the Gazette of the 
28th instant, validating the said election, 
notwithstanding that the writ therefor 
was not returned within the time pre­
scribed therein for such return. I now pro­
duce the said writ with certificate endorsed 
thereon by the returning officer of the electorate 
of Thomas J oseph Ryan as member for the said 
electoral district. 

1892-B 

MEMBER ADJUDGED INSOLVENT. 
The SPEAKER said : I have to further 

report that by notification, dated the 20th day of 
January last, signed by M. Jensen, Deputy 
1-l-egistrar of the Supreme Court, and published 
in the i~sue of the Queensland Got·ernrnent Gazette 
of the 23rd oi that month, it was publicly 
notified that J olm Francis Buckland was on the 
20th day of January adjudged insolvent, 

l'IH~MBER SWORN. 
Mr. THO~!AS JOSEPH RYAN was sworn in and 

took his seat as member for the electoral district 
of Barcoo. 

SEAT DECLARED VACANT. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. Sir S. W. 

Griffith) said: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move-
'rhJ.t the seat of John Francis Buckland hath become 

and is now vacant by reason of the insolvency of the 
said J olm J?rancis Buck land since his election and 
return to serve in thhi House as member for the electoral 
distriet of nulirnba. 

Question put and passed. 
ELECTIONS JUDGE FOR 1892. 

The SPJ<~~'I.KER said: I have to report that 
on the 28th inst:1nt I received the following letter 
from His Honour the Chief Justice:-

H Brisbane, 25th March, 1892:. 
HSIR, 

"I have the honour to notify to you that the 
Judge to preside at sittirg'3 of the Elections Tribunal 
during the current year will be the Chief Justice. 

"I have the honour to be, Sir, 
"Your obedient servant, 

"CHARLES LILI.EY, C.J. 
"The lion. the Speaker of the Legislative .Assembly, 

Brisbane." 
PETITION. 

CoNTINUATION OJ;' Por,YNESIAN LABOUR. 
Mr. BLACK pre,ented a petition from 400 

farmers and labourers in the lVIackay di8trict in 
favour of the continuation of Polyneoian labour; 
and moved that it be read. 

Question put and passed ; and petition read at 
length by the Clerk. 

On the motion of Mr. BLACK, the petition 
was received. 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY said: Mr. 

Speaker,-I muve that this House, at its rising, 
do adjourn until3 o'clock to-morro1v. 

Question put [l,nd passe:l. 

BILL PRO FORMA. 
The CHIEF SECHETARY presentel a Bill 

to amend the law rebting to cemeteries, and 
moved that it be read a first time. 

Question put and passed. 

THI~ OPE~I~G SPEECH. 
The SPEAKER said: I have to report tbat 

the House this day attended His J<~xcellency the 
Governor in the I.Jeg·islative Council Chan1ber, 
where His }<;xcellency delivered an Opening 
Speech to both Houses of Pariiament, of which, 
for greatrr accuracy, I haYe obbtined a copy, 
which I shall now read to the House :-

" HoxoT;RABL!l G!ll!TLE}IEX oF THE LEGISLA'l'IVE 

COUNCIL, AND GENTLE11EX OF THE LEGIS­

LATIVE A::::SEMBLY,-

" I have summoned you to meet at a much 
earlier period of the year than usual, in order 
that you may be able to deal without delay with 
m:ttters of urgent public importance. 

"During the recess H~r Mttjesty's loy:tl sub­
jects in all parts of Her dominions have been 
deeply distrecwd by the untimely death of the 
Duke of Clarence and A vondale, the eldest son 
of the Prim:" of \V ales. I was absent from 
Queenslnnd when this "ad event happened, but 
messages of respectful condolence on the part of 
my Government and the people of QueP-nsland 
were at <mCP transmitted by the Deputy-Govemor 
to Her Majesty and the Prince of \\'ales, who 
have been pleased to signify their most gracious 
acknowledgments of the sympathy tlllls ex­
pre:,"ed. 

'"The condition of the S<Jgar industry in the 
c <ast lands of Queenslancl hns for some time 
attracted the attention of my Government, and 
it has become abundantly manifest that uwler 
the conditions of the existing htw a sufficient 
supply of hbour is not available to enable this 
industry to be extended or even maintained in its 
present position. i\Iany efforts have been made, 
from time to time, by the legislature and the 
Government with a view of encouraging 
l<~uropeaps to undertake this w,;rk, but hitherto, 
from various cwses, without succe"~· This 
matter appears to my i\IinLlters to be pressing, 
and to demand immedbte action. It is well 
known that a considerable supply of suitable 
labour can be obtained from the Pacifir Islands, 
whence many islander~ are willing and anxious 
to come to Queensland. You will therefore be 
invited to remove the restrictions which now 
E'Xist upon the importation of labourers from 
these islands, and also to m ,k,, r>uch provisions as 
may be nece,,sary to prevent them from entering 
into undue competition with Europe<1n labour in 
other industries. 

"The condit~on of the money market.through­
out the world IS such that we c<tn no longer look 
to the immerliate extension of public works by 

means of money raised by loan. At the same 
time, the need of improving the means of com­
munication with many parts of the colony is 
urgent. You will therefore be invited to con· 
sider proposals for authorising the Government 
to enter into con tracts for the construction of 
railways n,pproved by Parliament, and to pay for 
such construction by means of grants of land 
which would otherwise remain comparatively 
idle and unutilisecl. By this means I trust that 
the construction of necessary railways may be 
continued, and that the efforts of the grantees 
of the land may be enlisted in promotipg settle­
ment upon the lands granted to them. 

"The late prosperous seasons have resulted in 
a very large increase in the numbers of the live 
stock of the colony, which are now far greJ.ter 
than are required to supply our own consumption. 
The markets nf Europe are open to the stock­
owners, but, having regard to the difficulties of 
inaugurating an export trarle, my MiniRters are 
of opinion that the owners generally may fairly 
be called upon to co-operate in this wm k, and a 
Bifl to give effect to this principle will be lai,l 
before you. 

"GENTLE}IEN 0~' THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,-

" The ger;eral depression to which I have 
aln <idy referred has necessitated the utmost 
economy in the administration of tLe govera· 
mmt. My Ministers have given their best 
endeavours in this clirectinn. 

"The Estimates for the ensuing financial )'ear 
will be submitted to you at an early date, and 
will be fr:.med with et dne regard for the circnm. 
stances of the colony. 

"HoxOUIL\BLE GE.N"rl'LF:\IEN 0~' THE LEG1RLATIVE 

COT;XCIL, AXIl GEXTLEi\IEN 01<' 'rilE LEGIRL.\­

'l'IVE A~SE:\IBLY,-

" I hope that time may allow of your <lev'lt­
ing your attmtion to the draft Constitution for 
the I<'erleral Union of the Australian co:onies 
under the Crown, which was laid l>dnr0 you 
during the last sesoion. 

"The propn als for the division of Queensland 
into provinces for the better administration of 
government in reepect of matters of local con­
cern, which w<re submitted to you in the form 
of resolutions during last session, will be again 
laid before you in the fc<rm of a Dill, setting out 
in detail the propo~ed Constitutions of the several 
provinces, and of the U ni'ced Province,;, and ille 
powers of their respective Governments. 

"I am glad to think that the organised inter­
ruptions to industry to which I had occc>sion to 
refer when I last opened Parliament havd to a 
great extent come to an end. The unfortuna<e 
effects of this action h[l,vc, however, not yet 
ceased. But I hope that, with " fuller recog­
nition of the real community of intered uf a:I 
classes of the people, and a general determination 
to rely upon ;md to develop our own undoubted 
and ample resource,, a restoration of confidence 
will ensue, and that the existing depre:,,.;,m, 
which is in a large degree owing to these i!,tcr· 
ruptions, will pa;,t away. 
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"The question of modifying the railway tariff 
with a view to encouraging agricultural settle­
ment is receiving the anxious attention of my 
Government, and it is proposed shortly to make 
some alterations in the tariff which it is hoped 
will conunce materially to this end. 

" A measure to deal with the dillicult question 
of mining on private property will be submitted 
to you. 

"You will also be invited, a~ time and circum­
stances allow, to de"] with several other matters 
of importance affectiug the good government of 
the colony. I commend to your best attention 
the several measures that may be brought before 
you, and I pray that the blc~'ing of Divine 
Providence may attenu your labours." 

ADDRESS IX REPLY. 
1\Ir.< ANNEAR, in moving· th<> an option of the 

following Address in Reply to His Excellency's 
Opening Speech :-
"To His Excellency General Sir H~JNRY \VYLI!l 

NomrAN, Knisht Grand Cross of the Most 
Honourable Order of the 13:tth, Knight 
Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished 
Order of St. Michael and St. George, Com­
panion of the Most J<;minent Order of the 
Indian Empire, Governor and Commander­
in-Chief of the Colony of Queensland and its 
Dependencies. 

"MAY rT PL!l.~Sil Ym;n ExcELI.BNCY,-

" \Ve, He; Majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, 
the members of the Legislative AssBmbly of 
Queensland, in Pu,rliament assembled, desire to 
assure Your Excellency of our continued loyalty 
and affection towards the Throne and Person of 
Our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to tender our 
thanks to Your Excellency for thP Speech with 
which you have been pleased to open the present 
se8sion. 

"\V e, in common with the rest of Her 
Majesty's loyal subjects, sincerely deplored the 
bereavement suffered by Her Majesty and the 
Prince of \Vales in the untimely death of the 
Duke of Cbrence and Avondale, and we desire 
t;:, record our s1.1tisfaction that an expression of 
the sympathy of the people of this C,)lony was 
at once transmitted by the Deputy-Governor to 
Her Majesty and His Royal HighneRs. 

"\V e will give our most careful attention 
and consideration to the several measurP.s which 
Your Excellency has specially mentioned, and to 
all other matters that may be brought before us, 
and it shall be our anxious ende:wotlr so to deal 
with them that our labours may be conducive to 
the ,material and moral advancement and pros­
perity, and the good government, of this portion 
of Her Majesty's Dominions." 
said: ;\fr. Speaker,-I think that this is a fitting 
opportunity to draw the attention of hon. mem­
bers to the loss this colony has sustained by the 
death of the late Francis Heid Murphy, the late 
m ern ber for Barcoo. 

Ho"'OURABLE Mllli!BERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ANN EAR: I am sure, Mr. Speaker, 

that that gentleman was held in the htghe't 
esteem by every hon. member of this House. 
An election has taken place since, and Mr. 

Ryan, who has taken his seat to-day, has 
lJ,en elected. I must say that I have been 
pleased by the moderate remarks of that hon. 
member. I trust he will continue in that line of 
conduct in this House, and if he does I am snre 
he will meet with good feeling from hon. mem­
bers, and will in some way help to carry out 
legislation which will be for the benefit of the 
people. Now, Mr. Speaker, the first portion of 
the Addresg refer~ to the death of the Duke of 
Clarence. His Excellency has very feelingly re­
ferred to the cad death of the Duke of Olarence 
and Avondale, and I need hardly say that this 
expression of sympathy is re-echoed by every 
individual member of the House. I know I am 
only exprei'.~ing the views of every hon. member 
when I say there is no colony more loyal to our 
Queen than this land which bears her name. N a­
where was the sad death of the young Prince 
more deeply deplored than in Queensland, and 
I am certain that hA,d this House been 
sitting at the time a motion of sympathy 
with the Queen, the Prince and Princess of 
\V ales, and other members of the Hoyal I<'amily 
would have been carried unanimously. Now, 
Mr. SpPaker, the next portion of' the Address 
refers to the introduction of a Bill for the rein­
troduction of Polynesian labour for the sugar 
indn,try of this colony. The sug-ar industry is 
known to every member of this House as one 
of the most important industries of the colony, 
and I think I shall be able to show those 
hon. n1en1Ler"' represeuting agrkultural dit;tricts 
that, in the interests of the whole cobny, they 
should support this measure. The Australian 
colonies, exclusive of Queensland, consume about 
£2,750,000 worth of sugar over and above 
what they manufacture. Queensland pro­
duces about £1,400,000 worth, and consumes 
£400,000 worth. Therefore, she exports sugar to 
the value of £1,000,000, and to supply the 
present demands of the other colonies must 
make sugar to the value of £1,750,000 more 
than she now does. 'rhe total value of the 
sugar to supply the whole of the Australian 
colonies, including Tasmania and New Zealand, 
would be £3,150,000. The whole exports of 
the colonv, from all sources at the present 
time amount to about £8,000,000, or £20 per 
head of the population. We have a large 
quantity of land in this colony suitable for 
the growth of sugar. At the pr8oent returns 
from utne and the present price of sugar 
320,000 acres of land would bring in a return 
to this colony of "£10,000,000. Now if we 
can secure, not the £10,000,000, but the 
£3, 1fi0, 000, I am confident we should see Queens­
land in a far better position than that which she 
occupies to-day. \Ve have 110 mills in the colony, 
and it has been saicl, How will the extension of 
the sugar industry find work for the people? We 
have in this colony foundries that can turn out 
the whole of the machinery required. \Ve 
need not send to l<Jngland for one shilling's 
worth of the machinery required to extend 
this industry. Hon. members can form 
their own conclusi<ms as to the number of 
extra mills we would require to manufacture 
sugar to the value of £3,1GO,OOO. A gr< ater 
acreage win have to be cleared and planted. 
This means the employment of thousands of 
white men in every branch of tmde, and labourers 
as well. I was ver~· pleas ,,d the other day on 
reading the speech delivered by the Hon. the 
JI.Iinist.r for Lan<1s, at Bnud:<berg, where he 
addressed "' meeting of planters and others, 
and said the production of sugar must be 
carried ont under two heads ; first, the clear­
ing of the land, the planting and cultiva­
tion of the cane, also the cutting and 
loading into trucks and drays-this to be 
performed by Polynesian labour ; and then the 
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drawing of the cane to the mill by horses and 
locomotives to be superintended by white labour 
exclusively. The hon. gentleman further said 
that the manufactme of sugar in the mill 
should also be carried out by white labour-. 
Now, hon. members know th~t the men 
working in the mills are working under 
a roof, and not ex posed to the sun, a.s 
they are in the canefield. It lus been definitely 
proved that white men will not work in the 
field in a clinmte like that of Buudaberg; 
how is it pos~ible for them, therefore, to work in 
the fields further Xorth, where the heat is far 
more oppreosive? I have c;:;en in my district 
the people who cbmuurod for work, and -,-, ho 
proved to be men sent from Brhbane to work 
on Duncraggan, and ·who ''~·:n·e sent up tJ 
try and injure the sugar indu,try. It wa7, 
in fact, a put-up job. I have seen a 
great dei! of the sug·ar plantations of this colony, 
and I could refer to ma.nv remarks of mine on 
the subJect appearing- in Hansard. It has 
always been my contention that the islanders 
receiYe humane treatment from their employers. 
They are well cared for, they are well housed, 
well fed, and iFI time of sickness they receive 
good tnedical treu.tment. I hold in my hand, 
.Mr. Speaker, a pa;J"r which W\18 distributed 
outsides,-; .,ral churcheii on Sunday last. It is 
headed, " God's cur e upon black labour. 
The protest of Dr. J. Paton, ;;hairman of the 
Presbyterian New Hrln·ides JHi,-sion, against 
the revival of the Quee_tsland slave tr;,de." 

The Hox. B. D. MOit.li:HEAD: Don't read it. 

Mt·. AXXEAR: I am not going to trouble 
the Hou-e by reading it, because it will be quite 
sutliciont to show hon. members wllat it is worth 
when I tell them that it is printed at the office of 
the 1Voi'kr i'. I ask ag-ain, how can hon. members 
representing ngriculturd..l di:')tricts oppo;~e the 
reintroduction of Polvne;it.n labuur? Look at 
the price of agricnltm:al produce at the present 
tirm'. There ar~ thousand,.-I believe I should 
be correct in Haying tens of thousand"-of tons uf 
a.gricultnrnl vroduce in the \V L~t :vr(1reton and 
Darling Dmvns districts for which there is no 
market. If we extend the sugar iudustry, as the 
Minister for Lands said at llnndaberg, by the 
employment of the Polynesians in the canefield 
and the manufacture is carried on by white men, 
I venture to state, and I challeng·c conk1diction, 
thattheemploymentoflOO Polynesian,in the cane­
fields makes work directly on the plant.ation, and 
indirectly outside, for fifty white men. I have 
the very be>t authoritied for that statement, and, 
if anything, it is within the mark. '!.'here will 
then be a mm·ket for agricultural produce, for 
which there is no market at the present time. I 
notice that several hon. members who claim to 
be protectioni:,.ts are opposing this rneasure. 
Some years ago when this industry \Vas in 
full swing- it was a hard matter to buy draught 
horses on the Darling Downs. The other day 
at Ipswich I ::aw a horse given "· ton trial 
up Nicholas street, and it'' as sold for £5. Six or' 
seven years ago )'On could nut buy the same 
horse at Ipswich under £20. So I saC' it cannot 
be denied that the extension of tLis industry 
will bring ahout a very different state of affairs. 
Smne hon. rne1nbers will sa:, .. , "Look at the 
returns from sugar this y,·;;,r." \Vhilst we 
C<lll see ve-;sels conveying the islanders k•.ck 
to thejr hotnes, no ve._,pdp, are bringing more 
islanders to engr;ge in the work, and white men 
will not take their place. So th:.t unless Poly­
nesin.ns are reintroduced this greJ,t inclu:3'lry 
must come to the position that the hon. member 
for J?,,,ssifern said the other night it must come to; 
that hon. member said, "Let it die out." C:1n we 
afford to let the smallest of our industries die out, 
much less an important inditstry like this? 

Mr. SALKELD: You are not quoting what 
I said. 

JI!Ir. ANNEAR: I am quoting what appeared 
in the Cou,·ier: "l;f people cannot live in comfort 
let this industry rlie ont." 

Mr. O'SULLIVA:::\: That is what the Chief 
Secretary · 1id. 

Mr. ANNEAR: We hear the.t the introduc­
tion of Polyne:;ians. into this colony is slavery. 
I say there is not a tmge of slavery attached to 1t. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: You know nothing 
about it. 

Mr. ANN EAR: I know as much about it as 
the hon. member, and perhaps more, and I 
repeat that there is no tinge of slavery attached 
to it. Those men come here protected by the 
lav.-. The employer must place in the hands C!f 
the Government the passage money for the.n· 
return. They are protected in every way. We 
are well aware that abuses did exist in this 
trade long before some hon. members who so 
much denounce the traffic arrived in the colony; 
but many members of Parliament, and the 
people of the country, demanded that those 
abuses should cease. The Chief Secretary intro­
duced a Bill into the House known as the Poly· 
neeian Labourers Bill, which has removed those 
abuses and I say that there has been no more 
abuse 'in connection with the introduction of 
"Polynesians the'e last six years than witl1 the 
introduction of immigrants from Europe. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: You are forgetting the 
"Hopeful" case. 
· Mr. ANNEAR : \Vho are the men who 

are denouncing the Governn;ent and denoun::· 
ing hon. members who are gomg to support this 
measure? The very members who- denounc!3d 
the Government of which the present Cbwf 
Secretary was Premier when, the. "Hopeful" 
pri,onero were sent to gaol. T ne re IS also m the 
colony a sort of religious crusade against the 
introduction of Polynesian labourers. I must 
touch upon this, becM1S~ clergymen have stood 
on platforms an~ preached in the J?Ulpits ?f 
Brisbane against 1t. I sav they are mistaken m 
manv of the statements they have made. The 
Rev:·Dr. Paton wrote a long letter to the Chief 
Secretary, denouncing the proposed measure. 
This same gentleman ,;ome time ago brought 
serious charges again~t men employed as 
otlicer~ of the vessels and the Government agents. 
I a.,.k hon. members to look up Hansard, vol. lix., 
pa&es 1U71 and 1012, and read the debates on 
an binquirv held by one of Her Majesty's com­
manders of a man-of-war, and they will come to 
no other conclusion than that it was clearly 
proved that this reverend gentleman was nothing 
else but a slanderer and a wilful perverter of the 
trnth. 

Hoxm:n.I.DLE MEMDERS : Shame ! 
Mr. ANXEAR : I make that statement fear· 

lessly. I am only stating what hon. mt'mber~ ~an 
read for themselves inHanS<P'd; it is the decisiOn 
come to by the captain of a man-of-war who pre­
sided at that inquiry. From whom do th!"se 
reverend gentlemen receive the applause whrch 
greets them? They receive it from men, the 
lec-.der of which irresponsible body in this House 
I heard say he was thankful that he did not 
belong to any branch of the Christian church. 

llfr. G LASSEY: You never heard me say th~t 
in your life, 1md I give it a most emphatiC 
denial. 

Mr. AXNEAR: \Vhat was their langu~ge dur­
ing the bte trouble? "Hem ember the Com­
mune." The so-cnlled labour leaders of Queens­
land asked their followers to emulate the deeds 
of men like Robespierre, Danton, and Marltt­
to fill the streets with blood-men wl:o not 
only destroyed sacred edifices, but murdered 
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in cold blood the bishops, nuns, and •isters 
of charity, and who, when the guillotine 
would not do their work fast enough, put 
those good people into vessels and took them 
out and smothered them in the sea; the people 
who set up a goddess of reason to worship, who 
established a reign of tercor abolif>hed ali forms 
of justice, and thrust 200,000 loyalists into 
prison. 

The Ho~. B. D. :M:OREHEAD: I suppose 
you got that from Carlyle? 

Mr. ANNEAR: Carlyle's are b~autiful works; 
I have not yet read them through. M1·. Speaker, 
hon. members are aware that at the present 
time all branches of trade and industry are· 
depressed. 

Mr. SALKELD : Why? 

Mr. ANKEAlt : The land boom I dare say 
had a goori deal to do with it, and the high prices 
paid, but the chief cause is the doctrine prefl,ched 
by the labour leaders, who will not engage in 
work themselves, nor, as far as they cccn pre,·ail, 
allow anyone else to do so. Through their 
action employers were compelled to send to the 
other colonies for men to do the work which 
they advised the workmen in the colony not to 
do, and by following their advice thNe are 
hundreds of families in the colony who W8re 
previously in good circumstancE'> and are now 
living in a state o£ destitution. I think, lllr. 
Speaker, I have ,,aiel enough to show tlut the 
sugar industry is a very important one at the 
present time. There is plenty of room for its 
extension, and it will be, I am sure, one o£ the 
best means of restoring the colony to th,,t 
prosperity which is now absent from us. 'l'he 
next question is the extension of railways by 
land grants. All hon. memb.·I'l arc well aware 
that' it is now almost impossible for the colony to 
borrow in the English money market for the 
construction of further rail ways, and if an 
equitable proposal is made-fair to the pro· 
moters and the people-I shall be prepared to 
give such a measure my warm aml heal ty support. 
\Ve are living in a country having a vast 
amount of land. \Ve have unlimited resources, 
which I believe are not to be surpa.sed in any 
country in the world, and we ought to utilise 
them by every means in our power. Then 
comes the question of a bonus for the export of 
meat. I think there will be no trouble in passing 
a measure of that kind through the House, because 
the pastorali,;ts will be only taxing themselves. 
The next question is the federation of the 
Australian colonies, which will no doubt receive 
your most serious consi<loration. Also the pro­
posals for the divi>ion of (,\ueensland into pro­
vinces for the Letter administration of govern­
ment in respect to matters of local concern. 

The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD : Bogus con­
cern. 

Mr. ANNEAR: That too, will, I am sure, 
receive your serious consideration. As I oaid 
before, matter,, are very depressed in the colony, 
and in connection with that subje-Jt l shall now 
refer to the words spoken by a very high 
authority, as they appeared in the Brisbane 
Co-urier of yesterday morning. A deputation of 
the unemployed waited upon his Eminence 
Cardinal Moran, in Sydney, and the Cardinal 
said this-

" He could not deny the existence of Y' s;t num1-..rrs of 
unemployed, but he regn,,tted that there 'vere vast 
numbers of vrofE~sional unemployed, men v:ho were 
sowing dissensions and stirring up e·vn pa .. sious, a class 
of men who had a hand in everything except work." 

There is no doubt about that. \Ve have seen 
some of the men of that class in front of Parlia­
ment House to-day, 

The Ho:;-. B. D. l\IOREHEAD: Very decent 
men. 

Mr. AKNRA.R: I am sure that every hon. 
member must have heard with diRgmt their 
hootings at our re.:ipected G-overnor and their 
chrcriug of the hon. member for Bundanba. 
What do they cheer him for? Is it for the state 
of ddtitution he has brought them b at the 
pre;;.ent tin1e? 

An HoxouRADLE 1\IE~IllER : Yes; of course. 
Mr. ANNEAll: As regards their hooting of 

me~ I left this House in company with my wife­
I take their hootings as a compliment, but I 
wish to point out that they c~nnot respect even a 
woman. And, l'llr. Speaker, these men talk 
about the brotherhood of man. I would like 
any one of them to show me where he ever per­
formed one act which would entitle him to claim 
the brotherhood of man. Look at the late clock 
strike in England! Look at the state of 
parties at that time in this <' >lony! \Vhile 
labour gave its h. or its 2s. 6d., cn,pital gave its 
.£10 and £20. Supposing the stLme strike t." 
take place to.morrow, what v;onld be the result 
through the action of the so·mtlled l>tbourleaders? 
I sn,y "so-called," becanse to ca.ll thcrn "labour 
leaders" is a libel on labour~men who will 
not work themselves and try all they can to 
prevent others from working. I am an old 
unionist ; I wa.s a unionist in En;:rland f )r many 
yems, and during the whole of my life I have 
hied to do something to benefit my fellow·ln<~n. 
I shall now, ::\Ir. Speaker, give a quott'ltion from 
a work written by a lc,ctler of labour in the 
I-Iouse of c,)ffilllUllS, 1Ir. George HoYtell, Inember 
for Bethnall Green. About twelve month~ ago 
he wrote a book entitled "The Conflict Between 
Capital and Labour," and in a l11ter book he 
reiterates the opinions expreo.sed in his older 
work, and further dmws at' ention to what he 
srw"'ks of as "one of the leading- characteristics 
of new unionism, the habit of fiendish vilifica­
tion of every man who differs frmH them. The 
vilified man m·1y have been for years a hard­
working- unionist of the old school, but that does 
not save him if he doe l not nccept the teaching 
of the new order." I think I have detained the 
House quite long enough. I thank hnn. mem· 
hers for the hearty reception and patient hearing 
they have given me. Last night week, Mn. 
Speaker, I appeared before the largest meet­
ing that was ever held in hono•Jr . of a 
public man in the town of l\Iaryborough. 
It is said that the righteous will be crowned 
after they are dead ; but, Sir, the manhood, the 
intelligence, and the independence of l\hry­
borough crowned me last :.Ionday evening. I 
stand here--

Mr. NELSON said: Mr. Spe:>.ker,-I rise to 
a point of order. The hon. member is referring 
to a meeting at l\I<tryborour;h ;. there i~ ~othing 
about such a meeting in the Governors Speech, 
ancl I SL1bmit that the hon. member's remarks 
are therefore irrelevant. 

The Sl'EAIO~TI: The hon. member has not 
raic-ed a point nf order. The hon. member for 
l\Iaryburough is quife entitled on ~he motion 
before U1P House to refer to the meetmg he has 
mentioned. 

l\Ir. NELSON: l\Iy point of order is in regard 
to the Standing Order referring to relevancy­
that an hon. member addre,sing the House must 
speak to the que,;tion. The question before the 
Hous3 is the Gov Jrnor's Speech, and there is no 
menticu in that of a mec tin;; at Maryborough. 

The SPEAKER : The hen. member's point is 
not a point of order. A great deal of latitude .is 
always allowed in discussing the Address m 
Reply, and the hon. member tor Maryborough is 
quite in order !n referring to the mee.ting. 
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Mr. ANNEAR Raid : I thank the leader of 
the Opposition for giving me n.n ouportunity of 
having a little rest. I have now come to the 
clo"e of the Speech as deliver,-d by His 
E:<cellency to-day; but there is one matter that 
I omitted to refer to, hut which I wish to mention, 
A reverend gentleman in 1'hryboroue;h, on the 
platform, ~aid that th~ introduction of the Poly­
nesian labourers was worse than the sla,-a trade 
in America. Now, I am sure thrrt had th.1t gentle­
man known what he lm<JWS at the ]Jl'C:'"nt time 
he would not have made that statement. I find 
from the return I hold in my hanrl that there are 
only 3 per cent. of the prisoners in the colony 
who are Polynesians. When I was in Am<erica I 
visited the gaol in Washington, called the M<,del 
Prison, and in that gaol 80 per cent. of the 
prisoners were C•>loured people, I have great 
pleasnre in moving the ad<>ption of the Address 
in Heply to the Speech deli verecl by His Excel­
lency the Governor this day. 

Mr. '\VA'TSO::'I[ said: Mr. Spsaker,--I have 
much pleasure in seconding the adoption of the 
Address in Heply, and in doing so I must con· 
gratnlate the hem. niember for J\Iaryborough 
for the ma~>terly style in "hich he has moved tJw 
adoption. He has stated <li;;tinctly that he 
~hinks. the Government have acted wisely and 
JUstly m what they have done, and that the: Go­
vernment need not fear as to the results of their 
actions. '\Vith regard to the first ctuestion, I am 
very pleased indeed to think that the Govern­
ment have called us together so early. 'l'hey 
have not made a great 1nany pro1nise:-;, nor are 
they, I think, going to split hairs ; but, at the 
same time, it shows that they have the interests 
of the country at heart, more particularly as the 
country is in such a depressed condition. 
Every hon. , member knows JWrfectly well 
that the depression which exists at the 
present juncture has never been equalled 
since 18GG, if it were equalled then. AtJ 
that time, three months after that period of 
deP,ressinn, the colony was flying ahEnd, and a 
penod of prosperity came which was the means 
of introdncing a popnlation which has done a 
great d9al of service in thiB country. I am 
pleased to see th'lt the Government are about to 
reintroduce kanaka hbom for the sugar planta­
tione. I have b'oGn many years in the N" orth 
and I have carried out mctny worb in the North; 
but have never been opposed to the employment 
of kanakas in the canefields, although I have 
been strongly opposed to the abuses which existed 
in bringing them from their islands to Queens­
ln,nd. I h';'''e seen many kamkas crying bitterly 
when leavmg Queensland, and have heattl them 
state that they would come back again pmvided 
they were allowed to do so, as they had been 
so well treated and so well fed. If proper 
restrictions can be- placed upnn the tracle, so as 
to employ proper men as the capt-ains of the 
labour vessels, as recrniters, and as inspectors to 
visit the plantations and see that the lmnakas 
are w~ll and fairly treated, the sentiment which 
prevmls at the present moment would not be 
felt by the great labonr pcuty. It woulU be a 
great injusticP, after halVing sold the su"ar 
lands on the understanding that the p~lr­
chasers would be able to obtain kann.ka labonr 
for the fields, if thev were prevented from 
obtaining that labour. "I have travelled over the 
North, and I have been on most of the planta­
tions. Even in 1878 I visited a number of 
plantationP, and I was trnly pleased at the 
treatment that the kanakas received-more 
particularly at Ingham, where some of them 
were better treated than some white men. I 
]mow that the workers of Queensland are not 
against the employment of the kanalms in the 
sugar industry. The workers are decidedly 
oppo~ed to the Polynesians being brought 

into competilion with them, and taking the 
brc~d out of their mouths. I htwe seen 
kanakas employed in vt~rious occupations. I 
have seen them driving horses and carts and 
working on wtarves. I have seen thirty carts 
at a tin1e driven by karutka~ carrying snga,r fl'om 
the milL, and I have seen them employed on 
hoard ·,tean1er~~ takin~ the bread away frorn white 
men. But I am po itive that the Govermnent 
can and will place such re,trictions upon the 
kanaka lahnur, that in a year or two hence the 
colony will be in a prosperous condition 
by the granting of kanakas to the sugar 
plantations, I can Lay from experience 
th>tt in many cn,es those who were srwag~s 
.when they landerl in Queec1shtnd ent away 
Chrhtians. In lb72 I saw kanakas brought to 
Ingham who stared about a-s if they wore mad; 
but twelve months after they were put on a punt 
and taken up the river, thev were pulling the 
punt ltnd doing all the work themselves, the same 
as if they had always been used to it. I know 
that there is a great de«l of sentiment amongst 
the mi'''ionari<-; in the South Sea Isbnds, and 
for what reason? Becau,,e, by Lking the kanakas 
away from the islands th•; incomes of the mission­
aries are no doubt in a great mea:-mre reduced. I 
have been in a number of the islands of the 
South Pacific, and I found in all the churches 
I was in that all the week they were engaged in 
making copP, the cocoanuts being pitched out­
side on the Sunday. That is no doubt one 
rea,,nn why the mir:sionaries of the South Sea 
Islands dJ not wish the kanaka,; to come to 
Queensland, as it is a gre-at loss to thJm. '\Vith 
regard tothi~ question, the Govern1nent are acting 
very justly and wisely, and I trust they will 
carry it throngh to a successful issue. I 
was a short time ago before my constituent;. 
I told them plainly that I inteuded to vote in 
favour of the proposal indicated in the manifesto 
of the Chief Secretary, and I still intenclHo to vote, 
knowing weil that good results will follow the 
remtrodJ:ction of kanaka labour. I have myself 
bef•n a large em player of labour ; I have never 
employed kanakas, but I have noticed that when 
the sug.1r industry \Vas in a prosperou;;; condition 
I always had to pay higher wages to my work­
men. I remember that during t-he time the 
sngar industry was most prosverous, men re­
fused 12s. a d:ty to work at Digham, ~fackay, 
and Townsville, and I paid as much as 
17s. a clay for good carpenters, and alw their 
expemes up and down. But what is the state 
of affairs at the present time? '\Vhy, you can 
get men at \Js. per day. '\Vhat are the worker,.; 
doing in reference to the proposed extension 
of the period for the introduction of Pacific 
Islanders? I believe that the shipwrights, iron­
workeu, and the >l'orkers in many other indns­
tries in llri>bane are decidedly in favour of the 
continuance of kanaka labour on the sugar 
pl:cntntion8. I am confident that when I 
recently addressed my constituents in Fortitude 
Valley nearly three-fourths of the electors 
approved of granting kanaka labour to the 
sugar planterd so long as it was restricted to the 
cco.n< fields, and I firmly believe that three-fourths 
of lhe peuple of Qlleensland view the matter in 
the same light. We all know very well that at 
the premnt time the struggle for subsistence in 
Brisbane is very hard indeed with many people. 
Last '\Vednesday, while I was on the n8w wharf 
'vhich I atn just about cnn1pleting for the 
.Anstralin,n lTnited Stenn1 Nr~vigation Company, 
I s:tw no le8s than 4GO women, cleanly dressed, 
going over the river to tbe hnmigration barracks 
to get relief, and I could not help feeling 
deep sympathy for them in their unfor­
tunate position, as I observed the women 
and children cryin~ bitterly. I thought then 
that if instead of g1 ving relief the Government 
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would set apart 7,000 or 10,000 acres of good 
land, pick out the good husbands of those 
women and settle them on the land under village 
settlement conditions, they would be doing one of 
the most meritoriouR actions that has ever been 
done by any Government. Settling people on 
the land, and that only, will be conduci•, e to th~ 
permanent welfare of the colony. Queensland 
has been endowed with abundant ruources, and 
she is bound to thrive in spite of blunder;, in 
legislation and in the actions of the labour organ­
isations, whose objects may be right, but who;e 
method of attaining their objects are thoroughly 
wrong. I respect labour and love my fellow­
men. I have worked hard for my livin;i in this 
country, often from fourteen to sixteen hnurs a 
day, and as an employer of labour I can truly say 
that I have never done a single bad action 
towards my workmen. But what do we find is 
taking place among workmen at the present 
time? \Ve find that many of them are t:1king 
jobs so cheap that they can only make about 
4s. a day at them, while persons like myself h:1ve 
to pay the same class of workmen Ss. :1nd Ds. o, 
day. Such action tends to intensify the evils of 
the existing depression. The remedy for this 
state of things is very simple. Lot every man be 
at liberty to work for whom he pleases and fot' 
what he pleases, and enter into contracts on his 
own :1ccotmt ; let there be freedom of contract. 
No il!stitution has any righG to dictate to :1 man 
whom he shall work for or what he shall 
work for. Let every man be at liberty to 
do the best he can for himself, and there is 
no fear but that he will g·et on in the world. 
That is the way I got on, and I would like my 
fellowmen to adopt the s<tme course. I shall 
not take up the time of the Hmme much 
longer. It is not long speeches that we rerruire 
at the present time. \Ve have been called to­
gether earlier than usu:1l, and hadng now met, 
I hope that we shall all do the best we can for 
the country, :1nd assist in formulating such legis­
lation as will benefit the workers, as by benefit­
ing the workers we shall at the same time benefit 
the whole community. The worker must, hm,·­
ever, join hands with the capitalist, otherwise we 
shall never prosper. I had a ll'lter from a friend 
of mine in New Zealand the other day, and he 
says the she::trers there who came to Queensland 
last year stated that they were received right 
royally and well treated, and trust that they will 
have another opportunity of coming back here 
and earning an equally large sum of money. 

Mr. HYNE : "\V e don't. 
Mr. \VATSON: No, we <lon't, but there will 

not be a satisfactory state of things in the colony 
until there is harmony between cctpital :tnd 
labour. Labour must join hands 'Nith capital; 
if it does we shall have prosperity in lees than 
two months, for prosperitv will con1e as sure as 
the snn will rise to-morrow. Queensl:1nd has 
got unbounded rewurces, unbounded wealth, 
and has been endowed beyond any other country 
in the world. I :1m a labour leader as much 
:1s any hon. member in thi• House, :1nd I 
would beg of those who claim to be labour 
leaders, for the sake of their fellowmen, to preach 
the gospel of peace, and not a gospel which enjoins 
workmen to work only for certain persons and 
on certain conditions. Preach peace, :1nd there 
is no fear what will be the result. 

"Heaven metes us mercy here below, 
As we to others mercy show." 

I have much pleasure in seconding the motion 
for the adoption of the Address in Heply. 

The SPEAKER said : In presenting the 
motion which has been moved to the House, I 
think it my duty to call the attention of hon. 
members to the fact that the practice followed 

hitherto in this matter was not adhered toto-dcty. 
The practice of referring the Address in He ply 
to a committee of the House, in order th:1t :1 
formal acldrc,ss may be brought up before the 
motion for its adoption is moved, IS merely the 
practice a,o stated in the Standing Orders. It 
i" not nee" ~sary that that course. should be 
invariably followed, and t,he prac~!Ce adopted 
to-day is t:,e pra~tice now followed m the House 
of Commons. I have, however, felt it to be my 
duty, under the circumotances, to call the atten­
tion of the House to the fact that a change has 
been made. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY said: Mr. 
Speaker -The usual practice followed >tfter the 
motion for the adoption of the Addres, in lteply 
to the Governor\; Speech has been put from th.e 
Clmir is for some leading member of the Oppost­
tion to rise to comment upon it, and usually "bo 
upon the condud of the Government durit;g the 
reced, and upon any other mlttters t<; winch he 
may think it right to call the <cttentwn of the 
Houce. It is therefore somewhat nnusualfor me 
to rise at this f'tage of the clebr,t~. I do so on this 
ocea8ion, and not nltogethe1' wrthout preceUent, 
becauRe the circtnnsta .. nces of the case are unn~unl, 
and I think it is not unfitting that I should make 
a statement to the HmBe, w hi eh will to some 
extent be in the n:1tnre of :1 Ministerial scate­
ment, that may b;' fittingly made at t~is period 
of the s,:,,Son. But before I do so I destre to say 
a word or two with reference to so.me other 
matters. The first is the loss of our fnend, l'IIr. 
Jvinrp!oy, the late memhe: for Barcoo, a man 
who, I a1n sure, was the fnend of every n1ember 
of the House. The death of no member of 
this House wonld lnve b~3n more regretted, 
and the rf'gret in this ins~n,nce was the greater, 
ben use the hon. member's death ''as so 
rmtirely unexpected. I wic>h also to rufer to the 
melancholy event refer-red to in the Governor's 
Speech-the death of the Duke of O.Iarenoe and 
Avondale the eldest wn of the hetr apparent. 
\Ve expr~ss in the proJIOFml Addres>J in.Heply 
officially :1nd cdllectively our sympathy w1th t~e 
Queen and the Prince of \V <cles. There 1s 
anot,her lady not les,, worthy of our sympathy, 
though the usages of P .~,rlimnent do not a.,llow 
of her being formally referred to. If ever there 
was :111 obj,·ct for tile sincere sympathy of the 
civilised worl•l, it is the lady who \\as so s~Jd­
denly compelled to re,;ign the pro,;pect of occnJ;:png 
the proude,ct throne on ~arth and, :1 long h~e of 
happiness, and who was m a few cmys depnved 
both of her lover and of a future throne. I am 
sure we all feel the warmest sympathy for her as 
~vell as for the father and grandmother"of the l:>te 
Duke. Now to come to the matters whteh 
specially imh;ced me to rise at this moment. 
Parliament has been summoned to meet at an 
unusually early time-at a t!me whi~h certainly 
is not suitable from the pomt of vww of the 
convenience of J'viinisters, however it may suit 
other hon. mP.mbers, as it has given them an 
unusually short time within which to prepare 
for the session. Parlbment has been sum­
moned so early because, as ~tated in the 
Governor's Speech, it is thonght desirable that 
we should deal at once with matters of uri"ent 
public importance. I intend to refernowespeCictlly 
to the rrue3tion of the introduction o~ colonred 
labour on which so much ha' hf en saHl of l<~te. 
It is just six wePb; ago, I think, since, with the 
consent of my colleagues, I addres,>ed, through 
the Press a manifesto to the people of (,\ueens 
land. I a'm glad to know it reached not only the 
people of 1ell Auctralia hut ah1 a great many 
people in Grrat Britain and in re>me Continental 
countries. The matter ha, attracted, 1f I may say 
so world-wide :1ttention. The Government con­
sidered it to be a matter of most serious consv 
quence, and of such importance that they were 
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bound to take Parliament into their confidence, 
and ~sk their opinion upon it, at the ·earliest 
possible moment, I shall ask hon. members to 
bear with me while I read what I sairl on that 
occasion through the Press, and it will shorten 
the re"t of what I have to sn.y. I may confess 
also that I should like to see it embodied in t.he 
pages of Hano~a,·d. I know the coui>e adopted 
was somf'what unusual. This is t;1e manifP<to I 
eddreR.sed to the people of Queensland, and all 
others who would read it. I said this :-

"In common with the l't''it of the community the 
Governmen~ have of late hacl. tlPir attention diiected 
to the prrsent condition of the su;;ur indnstry in 
Queenslnnri, and especially to tbe difficnlty of obtaining 
lahour for carrying it on. It cannot be too often 
impres'"ed npon our minds that we all dir,-·ctly or 
indirectly depencl for our livelihood on the pro,lncts of 
the land of the colony. ...\.ny serim1s falling oil' in its 
productiveness, from \Yhatever cause, is therefore a 
matter of national concern. It has been urgt d that a 
revival of the sugar industry, which h at present in a 
condition of depression and uncertainty, wonltl rr-;nlt 
in a restoration or prosperity throughout the colony. 
llut while I am unable to n.ttribute to this r:tnsc alone 
so much of the preYailing depression as sorne people 
are disposed to think, many other cau:s;~s being 
apparent not onlrin Qucensl:lnd but throughout the rest 
of J.ustralia, I have arrived at the conclusion that it is 
the imperative dnty of the Government, and perluq;s 
more espcciall.v of myself, to whom rightly or 1vrongly 
much of the blame or creclit of the existing state of 
thiugs has been attr:bnted, to review the p1·csent ]_)osi­
tion, and to state plainly what we think iR the right 
policy to be adopted by the country at this time. The 
urgency of the case hvhwes me to atlopt the pres~nt 
!SOmewhat unusual mode of declaring that opinion. 

u You are aware that I have been for many ye-;.rs one 
of the most determined opponents of the introduction 
of servile or coloured labour into Queensland. .:\.1~~ 
objection has not been on account of the colour of 
men's skins, but I have maintained that the employ­
ment of such labour under the conditions to which we 
had become accustomed was injurious to the best 
interests of the colony reg~nded as a home for the 
.British race. and princjpally forthefollO"\Ying reasons:-

1. It tended to encourage the creation of ]arge 
landed estates, owned for the most part by 
absentees, and worked by gang labour, and so 
discouraged actual setilement bv :nnall farmers 
working for themselves; · 

2. It led to field labour in tropical agriculture being 
· looked down upon as degrading and unworthy 

of the white races; 
3. The pennanent existence of a ln.rge 8crvile 

population amongst us, not admitted to the 
franchise, is not compatible with the continu­
ance of our free political institutions. 

To these reasons was added, so far as PolYnesia.n labour 
is concerned, the discredit that hatl beeri brou;,~ht upon 
Queensland by the abuses tlmt for some years prevailed 
in the South Sea Island trade. 

"I rec 1gnise the force of those rca-'lons as fully as 
ever. It was, hmvever, answered th:tt tropical ar.,ricul­
ture could not 1 e performed by white men, ancl that 
the employment or coloured labour ''as therefore 
inevitable. This statement I alwa.ys doubted, and care­
ful inquiries made from time to time lecl me to reject it 
altogether. 

"My objections to Polynesian labour were, however, 
from the first, le.,s strong than to the introduction of 
Asiatics. rrhe people of the Pacific Islands arc not so 
nnmerons as to be a permaucnt danger to our social or 
political institutions, and I have alway~ regarded their 
employment as a temporary and transitional expedient. 
It was not, therefnre, until 1885 that I was induce!l, 
under circumstances to which I need nt~t now refer, to 
propose to put a limit upon the time within which they 
might be introducr:d. And this llroposal, which was 
accepted by the Legishttive Assembly without divi:::;ion, 
thon~h not without dissent, was, I believe. suppor! ed as 
much on the ground of the scandals whid1 haU attended 
the labour trade as for any other reason. 

"Let me now invite your· Rttention to what has 
happened since that time. I will state resL~ lts only. 
But I premise that thf se results are; in my opinion, 
due, in great part, to the legislation to which I have 
just referred, as well as to a general conviction, on the 
part of the planters as well as the people generally, 
that a radical change was nece~sary in the system of 
sug .r cui tnre. 

[The CHIEF SECRETARY, 

"In the first place, the ~ystem ot Ia~·ge estates 
worked by gang labour has fallen into disfavour. The 
owners are not only willing but anxious to sell or lease 
portions of t,bf:'lr estates to farmers who will themselves 
gro'v the cane and sell it to the uumufacturcrs. And it 
is recogni.-'Bd, I tllink generally, that in future tho 
culti,~ation of the cnne and the manufacture of sugar 
must be in different hands. 

"In t~,e Fecond plaCf', it has been established by 
actnal trial that ~ ugn.r is a profitable m·op to be grown 
by small farmm~. if they can command a sale for it to 
the manufqcturers at reasonable rrices. And this 
system is already carried en with great snccpss, notably 
in the llundaberg, :Jiackay, and Herbert River districts. 

" In the third p1ac_c, it has been proved thn.t in 
Queensland ca.ne c~\n be grown by white labour. I am 
aware that this position is still disputed, but it is 
admittf\1. by most of the more liberal-minded planters 
vvith whom I have been in communication. 

"Thrse results have not, however, been attainf'Cl 
without the troubJc:; which invariably attend the try­
ing of new experiments. Sncces,:.;ive GoYernments ha Ye 
endeavoured to assist the enterprising C"X:pcrimelltcrs, 
by giving hcilities for the ir,troduction of European 
lt:ibour of various kinds and by aid to central mills. 
But these enUen.v-curs have been counteracted from two 
different {lirections. ·while some of the }llanters have 
loyally tried to make the lJf'-;t of the altere9- conditi~ns 
and pro:spccts-nnd I am glad to know, In many ln­
stances, with cons:pieuons ;mcce~s-others for a. long 
time set lh\ ir faces against any change, anrl chd all 
in their power to compel a Tetnrn to the old objec~ 
tknable state of things. On the other lmnd, amonsst 
the worldng population, whose interests I had per­
haps too exclusively in vimv, the,,e has m:isen a 
body of m on, C'laiming to be lt ~tdcrs of thongllt, 
who have by their ,•,pcech anti action renderecl 
it impossible th~t the exp:>rhnent of the employ­
ment of white laUonr in tropical agriculture 8honld 
be fairlY tried. There are not at present in Queens­
land a~ sufficient number of Europear.s able n.nd 
willing to do the nccessnry work, and to take the place 
of the Polynesiaus who are gradually leaving the colonyJ 
and cf whom no more can be introduced under the 
existing lan-s. Yet every opposition has been offered 
to the introduction of any additicnal labour, the 
opinion ha.;; been promulgated that field. labour in 
tropical a;riculture is degrading, and the employment 
of white lahonr in that industry has been denounced 
except at rates of wages which the industry cannot 
pay. In short, these men will neither engage in the 
work ~hemselves, nor, so far as they can prevail, allow 
anyone else to do so. 

"In tlH meantime the planters as well as the smaller 
fat·mers already engaged in sngttr culture do not know 
where to turn for the necessarv labour to cultivate a.nd 
take off their crops, while the many others who are 
anxious to enga:_:!;e in the industry on the new condi­
tions are deterred from doing so for the same reasons. 
The immediate prospect is that many of the mills will 
be closed and some rcmoYecl, and the productivenr~-; of 
the lands of the colony, inRteaG. of bein~ largely 
increased, will be seriously diminished. 

" \Ye arc then in this position :--On the one hand, it 
is proved that the sug-ar industry offers a. field for tbe 
settlement of numberless families upon the land, where 
they canlh ,-.. and bring up their families in comfort. rrho 
da-llgcr oft he ag~;rcgn{ion or large c~;~ates is ;mj,.t; and i~js 
shown that Europeans can engage 111 the Industry ":-~th 
sncre3s when certflin preliminary work has been doile. 
On the other hand, in many places that preliminary 
work has not vet been dour., and where it has been done 
the neres>,;try · Europunn labour is not here, and cannot 
at present, nor for some time to come, be b1·o:1g~1t here. 
And before it can be brought here under cx1stmg con­
ditions there is great clanger that this means of em­
ployment for it will to a great e~tent have disappeared. 

"·w-hat then is to be done? It is, I conceive, the 
duty of the Government under such circumstances to 
offer their advice to the people. 

"At the last'general election the question of the con­
tinued introdnc~ion of PolTnesian labour was treated 
as settled in the negative, ind I acc~~pt my fnll share of 
the re~vonsibilitv for that re~ult. But, in n1y opinion, 
the altered condition of thiu~rs not only jnstifies but 
demands a reconsideration of the whole position. 

r< And it Stems to me Lhat. there arecnlv two alterna~ 
tivt:~--to do nothing. ancllct the sugar irldns1ry slowly 
8truggle on until the uec£\":-3:ary European labour ean be 
introduced aud acclimatised, with the possible result 
that in the meanwhile it may be greatly diminished, if 
not altogether extingl1ished; or to take some !lction to 
bridge over the interval which must necessarily elapse 
before the change of system can be brought about. Thi& 
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cnn only be done by making immediate pt'ovision for the 
supply of some labour which is at once ·available. 
''Tith such a sup-ply I believe that in a few yc--trs the 
existing largq plantations would be divide1 amongst 
small farmers, while large numbers of farmR now held 
by selectors would be devote-l. to the cultivation of 
su,!'{ar-cane _for sale to -central mills. Such a re''ult., 
which is now no lon~;er a matter for fanciful conjecture, 
i-3, I think, worth striving for, anft we ought to adopt 
the meaus most likely to bring it about. 

rnrhe only form of labour that is, nnder existing 
circumstances, immediately available for thi.J -purpo..,e 
seems to be Polyncsian labour. Ancl I think, as I have 
said, t.hat this labour is less open to objection than any 
other form of colonred labour. If, then, the system, 
now ha11pily inaugurated, of small farmers is to br 
carric.l on to a final succcs:s, I c&n see no alternative 
but to permit for a time at any rate the resumption of 
Polynesian immigration. 

"A.dr,qu~te provisions must of course be rnade, anU. 
they can be made, for preventing abnses in the intro­
duction of the labourers, and for preventing them from 
entering into competition with white labourers in other 
occupations, and it shou'd be providecl that the immi­
gration shall continue !unless, of course, otherwise 
determii'!ecl by the lr~islature) for a definite but 
limited 11eriod of, -:,1.y, ten years. By that time I l1ave 
no doubt 1 hat such further developments will have 
taken place as \T~ll enable the sugar industry to be 
carried on without fear of our reverting to the former 
system, wiLh its dangerous iueidents and consequt;nres, 
and iu the meantime I believe that a. valuable impetus 
will be given to the :prodnciu.:; industrSes of the colony. 

"I have not arrived at this conclusion hurriedly, nor, 
I confe s, without rductancc, and I arn not unaware 
that I may be charged with ineonsistcncy. Bnt those 
'vho keep steadfastly in view the great end of settling a 
European population upon the land> of the colony, and 
the maintenance ''If our tree po;~rical institut uns, will 
not, if under existing circumstances this end can only 
be attained by a temporary change in the means, be 
deterred by the fear of a charge of inconsistency from 
proposing the only pra~ticable means. I believe that 
the adoption of this course at the present time v;ill tenrl 
to that end, and for the reasons I have given, I mn 
B::ttisficd that the SJcial and political welfare of the 
people will not now be imperilled by it. 

u I should add, that while my- colleague<::. concur in the 
conclusion, I a.m alone responsible for the political re~ 
trospect., and for the arguments." 

I have read that manifesto, because it is upon 
that matter I have to speak. That manifesto, I 
believe, has produced already considerable effect. 
I believe it has given a tone of encourageinent 
and hopefulness to the people in many parls of 
the colony, where before there was a feeling 
almost of debpair. That is something to have <lone. 
On the other hand, as has been said by the 
hon. member for l\J:aryborough, JYir. Annear, it 
has been met by the most extreme vilifica­
tion, Ko attempt has been made to meet 
argument by argument ; no attempt has been' 
nmde to combat the argnmenbJ I have put 
forward; but they have been met by thewhole'c.kle 
vilification of those who do not consider them­
selves so wise that they cannot be taught. I do 
not think that sort of argument will have much 
effect, however. As has been pointed out by Mr. 
Howell, vilification is the speci::tl we::tpon of a 
p::trticular c!a;,s of people who have lately made 
[L great noise-condennmtion of [Lll those who will 
not do what they are tol<l by them. I am very 
sorry that a matter of such serious consequence 
should be so dealt with. I hope that during 
the debates that will take place on the subject 
during this session, it will be dealt with as n, 
matter of seiions importance to the welfare of 
the colony, and not by the vilification of one man 
or another. I c··ertainly shall not he <leterred by 
any [Lmount of acme from pressing forward any­
thing that I consider to be for the benefit of 
the country, and I do not think any U>dul pur­
po"e is to be ferved by adopting the argu­
ments of abuse. Only to-d[Ly I received a , 
resolution on this subject, which cont[Lined the 
most remarkable combination of abusive epithets 
which I have ever seen in any resolution respecting 
myself. But that sort of thing does not carry 

any weight. This is [L matter that must be 
carefully considered and earnestly thought out. 
I ask hon. members to consider the present state 
of the country. 'fhere is no doubt the country 
is in a state of verv serious depre3sion. How 
is that depression to" be remedied ? I will put 
the arguments wry briefly. How can you 
remedy the depression? 

An HOX01:RAJ3LE ME~,fDER: By establishing 
confidence. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: To establish 
confidence is a s:ood thing to begin with, but con­
fluence 2,lone wrll not produce bread and butter. 
Food must be got from vomewhere. 'Where is the 
food to come from? The only poesible way is to 
increase the producing powers of the mrth. Let 
us begin with the case of the unemployed persons 
at present in Brisbane-the people who di>gracerl 
themcel ves to-day by insulting one of the noblest 
gentlemen who ever set fqot in Australia. 'l'ake 
the case of those men. They want money to buy 
food. How are they to get it? By work, I 
suppose. I hope so, at least. That is the wn,y 
they onl':ht to get it. How are they to 
get worl~? Are they mechanics or general 
labourers? No one wants houses built in Brisbane 
just now. Very few people want repairs, and 
therefore that sort of work is not required. 
Why? Beco>me the population of Brisbane have 
not eo much to live upon tlwmr,elves as to have 
any guperrluity to expend for such purposes. But 
it is necessary that these ]Ceople should find work. 
There must be c.ome kind of employment found 
for them unless the population of the city is to 
decrease in>"tead of incrc:tsc. The proportion 
of the population of these cities who earn their 
living hy direct production is a very small pro­
portion of the population. The greater number 
really are distributing media. They recei.-e good" 
from ::tbroad; they distribute them to the people 
in the interior who produce, and jn the Name 
way thAy deal with goods fm:- exportation. They 
are middlemen and media of tmnsit. There is no 
doubt th::tt, n,s a matter of f::tct, the people in the 
towns are to [L grec"t extent consumers, and the 
beneficial work they do is for the most part the 
work of middlemen ; that is to say, they trammit 
produ~tions from one part of the earth to 
another. But that work cannot be incru1sed 
unless there is more work found for them 
by men who are actually engaged in raising 
produce. The pastoral industry finds employ­
ment for a great many people, and the 
mining industry keeps a great many people 
in the city going, but beyond those wh[Lt have 
we? The only thing we b.o,ve to look to 
to raise the country out of its de],r< ;~ion and to 
find employment for the people who are her0, 
n,nd for more people whom we hope to seH here 
-because I suppose most of us desire to see the 
population vastly increase during the next few 
years-I say the only thing we have to look 
to is an increase in the agricultural produc­
tion of the country. That is the only thing 
to which we can loo'k for a permanent alleviation 
of the depression existing.at the present time. 
Tlwre is nothing else. If hon. members do not 
believe it, let them con trove: t the argument. 
'Will hon. member" bear that in mind, and rtlso 
persons outside the House who denounce every 
proposition made by the Government as if the 
Govern1nent were a set of maJigna·nt detnons 
who go about cseeking whom they may devour; 
as if the Government were not charged more 
especially than any one elBe with the duty of 
seeking the welfare of the country, B"nd "' if 
it were not a sufficiently difficult ta'k for them 
to see how best they can do it. Can we not 
have credit for trying to do our b~.st, and to 
reach to the root of things, and baee our pro­
posals upon the only sound foundation ? It 
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may be said, \Vhy not borrow more money? That 
is the advice given by some persons, which, 
if followed, might produce a te!llporary and 
fictitious, bnt only apparent prosperity. That 
is to say·, it v>'ouhl give higher wages for a 
time to a number of people. But that comes 
to an end, and then you have to 1Jay the intere;t. 

Mr. DOXALDSON: It is only lately you 
have found that out. 

The CHIEF SECRE'l'.\RY : The hon. 
gentleman says it is only lately we have found 
that out. Are there any of us who can afford to 
throw stones at one a.nother ? I certainly do n<•t 
claim to have been wiser than my generation for 
the last twenty years. \Ve are all of us to blame 
more or le~s, and I think it is our business at the 
present time not to engage in recrimination with 
one another, but to help one another, and to help 
the country as best we can out of its difficulties. 
I have pointed out the absolute necessity of look­
ing to the increased producth eness of the land, 
and getting more people to settle upon it, as the 
only certain means we can look to for getting 
over the pre,ent depression. \Vhat agricultural 
industries have we in the colony at the pre;.ent 
time? \Ve have the growing of wheat and 
maize. Maize is certainly not a very profitable 
crop rtt present, I understand; but wheat is 
profitable everywhere, and no doubt the cultiva­
tion of it will be largely increased in the 
future. But there are lhrge areas of rich agri­
cultural land in the colony that are not 
fit for growing wheat, and are fit for growing 
sugar. \V e have harr for some ypars a large 
sugar industry going on in the colony. At 
present it is certainly not increasing; indeed it 
]:-; suffering under a very great depression-so 
great indeed that only three or four months ago 
it was the avowed intention of the owners of 
certain mills und land to withdraw from the 
industry-to save as much out of the wreck as 
they could, and then withdraw. It is of no use 
denying that. But if the sugar industry is doomed 
to disappear, what ha\e we to take its place? 
Nothing. Some of 1h-I for one-have br.en 
struggling for years to induce white people to 
engage in that industry-taking the place of 
the lmnakas "hom th"r desired to displace. 
I have done my hE ;t, and what do we find ? 
How many among$t the unemployed persons 
in the community who are clamouring to go 
upon the land have been found willing to 
go to work upon the canPfields at reasonable 
wages? Not one of then1. In one inRtance son1e 
men did go; they were said to have been sent by 
the nuions. But there is very strong reaoon to 
belieYe that before these men went on to that 
plantation it '""s arranged that they should 
make the experiment a failure. That was the 
only experiment that was tried .. It is a fact that 
those men who are clamouring for access to the 
land, and to keep out the kanaka, have abso­
lutely refused to do his work. 

An HoKOURAilLE:iYimiBER: Atkanakas'wages? 
The CHIEF SECRETAllY : I neYer heard 

of white men being offered kanakaf;' 'vagcP:, nor 
has anybody else. But if an industry cannot afford 
to pay more than a certain wage, either people 
must tr~ke that wage or the industry must stop. 
'l'here is no doubt about that. 

Mr. LUYA: How much did the Alice River 
settlers earn? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am afraid 
not very much, nor will anybody else on that 
land. There is no doubt, as I said, that if an 
i'1clmtry cannot pay more than a certain wage, 
people must either take that wage or the 
industry must stop. But, I ask, what right 
has anyone to ~ay that some of the best 

portions of Queensland shall remain idle 
because· certain persons will not work under 
present conditions ? I mai~tain we have not 
the right to do so. \Vhat r1ght have we here, 
more than the Chinese or the kanakas? Only that 
we are here and have the strength to keep them 
out and that we are justified in keeping them out 
if their being here would be injurious to our 
social welfare. That is the only right: B:rt 
we are not strong enough, nor is any nat;on m 
the world strong enough to lock up a portiOn. of 
the earth not using it themselves and not ltttlllg 
anybody 'else go upon it. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN: How was that with 
regard to the transcontinental rail way? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber is thinking of something quite different. If 
he will only make his interruptions relevant to 
the subject, I shall be only too glad to answer 
them. ·what is the position we find ourselves 
in? At the present time this industry !s la:'l­
guishing, and by the <md of the year 10 w1~l 
be much worse. Yet we cannot afford to sacn­
fice it. \Ve cannot afford to go back ; we 
cannot afford to stand still. As to the un­
emrJloyed-a term which I fear is becoming 
one to be almost ashamed of, as was shown 
by the extract the hnn. member for Mary­
borouo-h read from Cardinal Moran's letter-the 
men ~nfortunately out of employment, what 
remedy has been suggested by their own leaders 
wh~ go about denouncing the Gnvc.rnment? 
\Vhat do they propose? 'rhey ~ool~ m ha:'! cl, 
first of all, to regulate the mechamcalmdustnes. 
\Vhat was the result with respect to those 
industries? A large number of mechanic& have 
been driven out of the country, and of the 
remainder over one-half are out of work. 
Then they took in hand to regu_late the 
pastoral industry of the colony. \V1th what 
result? 'l'hat between £GO,OOO and £70,000 was 
spent by the Treasury-which could ill ':ffor~ it­
to keep order and to prevent sometlnng hke a 
threatened revolution, and that the men engaged 
in that industry, so far from being better off, are 
much worse off than they were before. And ~ot 
only that, but a large ,amount of wages w hwh 
would have been spent m the country have been 
sent abroad to New Zealand. That is the result 
of their efforts to regula:te the affairs of the 
country. They have bken in hrond two of the 
great industries of the colony, and they have now, I 
am sorry to say, begun to take in hand the third. 
Now, if for any rea~on the Govermn~nt are pre­
vented from adoptmg the best P?SSible co~use 
in any ca~e. surely the proper thmg to do IS to 
adopt the next. best .course. Tha~ is the ?nly 
practical way m w hJCh to deal w1th qnestwns. 
Suppose for instance, a man said he had con­
scientio~sobjections to drink anything but filtered 
water and found himself in the interior where 
there 'is nothing but unfiltered water, the only 
alternative for him would be to drink unfiltered 
water or die. Here we find a great agricultural 
industry in such a condition that there are only 
two alternatives-either to let it be carried on 
with the assistance of coloured labour or to let it 
die· and I say that any man in this colony, or any 
me:Uber who will stand up in his place in 
Parliament and say he would allow a great 
industry to die is a traitor to his country. 

Ho~oUHA!lLE MmlllERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. SALKELD : What is the qualification? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The only quali-
fication is that the means proposed to attain the 
desired result are not morally wrong. That is the 
only qualification. 

Mr. SALKELD : A very important one, 
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: A most impor­
tant one, and one that I have always put forwaru. 
The fil-st question to a'k in dealing with any 
matter is - Is the proposal morally wrong? 
If it is not, then it is entirely a irmtter of 
exp-Jdiency whether it "hould be adopt· d or not. 
That is the only manner in which a solution c,m 
be gt;t, :For th,-,e reasons, which I shall not 
dwell upon at greater length, I believe the 
only chance we have of saving a great industry 
is to remove the existing prohibition with regard 
to Polynesian labour. It is said that this is 
inconsistent with what I have said and done 
before. I do not think it is, I am not ashameu 
at any time to admit that I have changed my 
opinions, if I have done so. I have certainly 
not changed my object. It is not my object to 
keep out black men, yellow men, or white 
men, or anyone else; my great object is to see 
the coun~.ry prosperotH, and if we cannot attain 
that without letting some black labour into the 
country I say let us have it. Surely the pros­
perity of the country is of greater moment than 
the 11nestion whether we shall have a few black 
men in our street,-not in our streets, I hope, 
but on our plantations. I have endeavoured, 
as long as I have been able to under­
stand things, to distinguish between the end 
and the means. I kuow that is a lesson 
some people never learn, but I have always 
endeavoured to make that distinction. The end 
is the good government and the welfare of the 
people. Means may vary from time to time, and, 
if some means are provPd to be insufficiont, then 
others must be adopted. I have said more on 
that subject than I intended. I now come to a 
v;'':Y i~nport:;~~ mat~er,"that is for ~he_pnrposes 
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that conclusion, it was plain to them that it 
ought to be announced at once because of the 
things they saw going on around them-that 
this industry w.1s languishing, and that the 
depression in the cournry, so far from being 
relieved, was rather increasing. Therefore they 
announced their intention and summoned Par­
liament together r~t the earliest possible moment 
at which rt could be done with f«ir notice to 
hon. members. It is s;;icl that this Parliament has 
no right to deal with the subject. That is the 
point that I wish p~rticnlarly to adclre.,3 my,elf 
to. Some hon. members con;icler tlLmselves 
mere delegates-mere mouthpieces. 

I\Ir. O'RULLIV AN: Speci9J pleading. 
The CHIEF SI~CRETARY: Does the hon. 

member know anything of the theory of repre­
sentative governrnetlt? 

l\Ir. O'SULLIVAN: No; you know it all, so 
how can I know anything. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Will the hon. 
member please restrain his epithets until he has 
he<trd what I say? The thetlry of representative 
government is this: The whole of the people 
are not able to make law~ for themselves, and 
they therefore choose from among their number 
certain persons who they think are fit to make 
laws for them, and send them into Parliament for 
a fixed period for that purpose. 

Mr. DRAKE: Under cert<tin pledge',_ 
The Hox. 13. D. J\IOREHEAD: Who was 

sent here under pledges? 
J\Ir. DRAKE: About sixty, I believe. 
The HoN. J3. D. MOUEHEAD: I was not. 
The CHIEF SECRJ.;;TARY: That, I say, is 

the theory of representative governn1ent. Of 
course, before the electors elect a man they like to 
know what his opinions are, and they ask 
him accordingly ; lmt whether a man who goes 
into Parliament with the intention of pursuing 
a certain course is justified in not doing so 

under an entirelv clHferent set of circumstances 
is a matter for his own conscience. Suppming 
a man said that he would commit suicide in a 
certain event, would he be bounrl to do it? I do 
not think so, although in Japan it was con­
sidered that a man may be bound in honour 
t'-l do it. I do not think any man i8 b,,uncl to 
do that which is wrong. This Parliament 
was sent here for fh e years to legislate for 
the good of the country; for four years 
we pursued a cert<tin policy, which in the opinion 
of the Government, and I believe of an over­
whelming majority of this Houee, now requires 
a change, and it is nececsary that that change 
shoulcl be made at once, if for no other reason 
than this: That the seasons do not wait for ns. 
The seasons will not wait until a certain nnmber 
of clays have revolved from the election of this 
Parliament. If anything is to he done for the 
benefit of the agricultnral industry to which I 
refer it must be clone at once, so tlmt the people 
engaged in it may know in time to plant their 
crops. That is surely an important matter. No 
doubt, when the general election comes on n<>xt 
year, the people will speak out with no uncertain 
voice on this subject. 

HoxouRABLE ::\IE}IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The CHIEI? SECRI<;TARY : And I have 

not the slightest doubt as to what their opinion 
will be. 

An HoxocRABLE ME~IBER : \Vhy nut go to the 
country now? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am coming to 
that. The people who are dependent on this 
industry cannot wait until it is known what the 
opinion cf the next Parliament i,, At lea9t 
ttre \.iovernment think so. Uf cource there mav 
be difference" of opinion on th"t point. Some pc·ople 
say that the sngar industry is no·,v more pro,­
p~rous than rver, and others say that it ought to 
go to deHtruction. All argument is wasted upon 
them. I believe that I am addressing myself to 
a number of reaF mable men, both inside aml out­
side this House, who desire to do what is right. 
It is plain that in order to decide what is to be 
done during the con1ing season, there are only 
two alternatives-either for this Parliament to 
deal with the question or to di""'lve the House 
and have a general election. This H on"e is per­
fectly competent to drctl with it. The suggestism 
occurred to myself-seeing that some people 
think I have changed my opinions--

The Ho-"<. B. D. MOUEHEAD : The versa­
tility of genius. 

The CHIJ~F SECRETARY: I say it occurred 
to me that I should like to resign and go to my 
c"nstituenh; but looking at the condition of the 
country I did not think that in the position I 
have the honour to occupy, I should be justified 
in doing EO to gratify mere personal feeling on 
my part. In fact I think it wonlcl have been an 
extremely improper thing to do. 'l'hen the Go­
vernment had to consider whether it would be a 
proper thing to dissolve Parliament at the present 
time. \Vhy should it be dissolved? 

Mr. DRAKE: Because it has lived too long. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Why sh<Juld 

the Parliament be dissolved benuse perhaps 
half a dozen member8 think it has lived too 
long? \Vhoever heard of a Government having 
a large majority desirous of carrying' on the 
business of the country dissolving Parliament 
because a few members say it has lived long 
enough? 

::\Ir. DRAKE : Because the leaders have 
changed their pnlic_v. 

The CHIEF S:B;CREl'ARY : The hon. mem­
ber says Parliament should be di,,ol vecl because 
the leaders have changed their policy. If there 
was the slightest doubt as to whether the policy 
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of the Government was that of the country 
there might be some reason in it, but when it 
is clear beyond all reasonable doubt that the 
people have changed their opinions, and that the 
Government are only giving effect to the general 
opinion of the country, I think it would be 
wicked for the Government to ask for a dis,'iolu­
tion. 

HoNOl'RABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Perhaps we 

should do like an hon. member who la.tcly 
went before his constituents, and said he held 
certain principles; but if they did not like them 
they could bo altered. Because a mere handful 
of certain persons happened to be present at 
his meeting he accepted their views, and pro­
mised to alter his principles straight away. 
I think, however, that when he comes to meet 
his constituents he will find that it would have 
been better if he had stuck to what he said were 
his principles. Now, if Parliament is satisfied­
and of that who can be the judges except Parlia­
ment-that we do represent the opinions of the 
people of this country, I say the Government h'we 
no moral right, although they have the physical OJ' 
constitutional power, to disc,ol ve Parliament. I 
did not come to this c0nclusion hastily, for 
I confess my first thought was that we should 
have a dissolution. 1\Iy natural impulse was 
that, as there had been a radical change of 
opinion on the p'lrt of the Government, of 
Parliament, and I b"lieve of the people, it 
would be best to dissolve ; but on further con­
sideration I cttme to the conclusion that if we 
really represented the opinion of the people, and 
there is no moral doubt about it, then we had no 
right to di;,olve. Then, again, we had to con­
sider whether on other grounds a dissolution 
would be a desirable thing at the pre>ent 
moment? 

:Mr. DRAKE: You will get no confidence in 
the country till there has been a dissolution. 

The UHmF SECRETARY: That is a 
matter of opinion, and different people form 
different opinions. The Government had to 
form their own opinion, and they did so with the 
best lights they had ; and we did not consider 
that in the present condition of the colony the 
turmoil of a general election, with such indica­
tions as we have had of the gospel that is to be 
preached throughout the colony by a certain 
section of the community, would be to the 
benefit of the country. The Government had to 
take into consideration the actual c0ndition of 
the colony. They know more about the actual 
condition of things than it is necessary to explain 
at length, but members on both sides of the 
House know the aetual condition of this country 
at the present time. I believe it is the opinion of 
a very large majority-of all but a handful of 
hon. members-that a dissolution ought not to 
take placR at the present moment unless it is 
nbsolutcly necessary. \Ve believe that we have 
a right to act on this opinion, although a number 
of persons outside the House, and who would 
like to get in, think a dissolution would be an 
admirable thing·. Avart altogether from matters 
personal to ourselves, I believe that our decision 
pas.been rightly come to, tbat a dissolution is not 
destrable·at the ]Jre.3ent moment. Under these 
c·rcum~tanccs I think we are bound to ask the 
opinion of this House this ye.1r. This Parliament 
cannot binda'futnre Parliament. This Parliament 
cannot bind the next Parliament. If the Parlia­
ment which must meet here next year disagrees 
with anything we do they will at once reverse it, 
so that no irretrievable injury can be done in the 
meantime by doing what we propose to do, that 
is simply to allow what has been going on for 
saveral years to continue for one year longer, 
~mtil another Parliament has an opportunity of 

reversing it. No Parliament can bind its 
successors. These are the reasons that induced 
the Government to meet Parliament at this 
time, and why they intend to ask Parlia­
ment to deal as soon as possible with this 
urgent and pressing question--because we 
want to gi vc immediate relief to the sugar 
industry. \Ve want to give that relief in 
time for those engaged in the industry to t"'ke 
advantage of the coming season, and that is the 
reason why we meet just now. I am very sorry 
that some of the various things that have been 
said in opposition to the policy of the Govern­
ment have been-I do not wish to call 
them unfair arguments ; but it is irnpossiLle 
to call some of the things that have been 
said fair arguments. I shall mention one 
matter. Something like a religious crusade 
has been started. I think it is a most 
unfortunate thing that a· manifesto-or I 
believe it is called an appeal-should have been 
issued, addressed to the people of Australia, of 
Great Britain, or of the world, against the pro­
posals of the Government. I have read this 
appeal with the greatest pain and regret, 
because, although the statements contained in it 
are mostly true-literally true-yet the only 
impression that would be produced by readinr; it, 
upon the minds of persons not intimately 
acquainted with all the facts of the case, would 
be ab.solutely false. It is not much less unfair 
than to go to the South Sea Islands and abuse 
·the Roman Catholic Church, on the ground that 
thero used to be an Inquisition in Spain. 

HO!>OUR,\BI.E MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The CHIEJi' SECRI~TARY: Yet the het is 

certainly true. I certainly am not going to 
minimise anything that took place in connection 
with the "Hopeful" atrocities. Those matters 
have been referred to. I have been in nearly all 
the places where those atrocities took place, and 
I say that there is no more chance of kidnapping a 
man in those places where kidnapping took place 
years ago than there is of kidnapping a man in 
Fortitude Valley. Is it fair to holrl out to the 
world that ·a state of things would continue 
which was severely punished by the Govern­
ments of this colony when they discovered it~ 
existence, and which has absolutely. ceased to 
exist? That is not fair argument. I am sorry 
to see ministers of the Christian religion injuring 
their own power and influence in the world hy 
using such arguments. 

The Hox. B. D. MOREHEAD: They used to 
burn one another. 

The CHIE:l<' SECRETARY: That might be 
used with equal force tb an argument against. 
Christianity. Of course, whatever is done, 
whatever conclusion Parliament may come to, 
I am quite sure hon. members will see, and the 
Government will see, that the abuses which 
took place in the past are not continued. 
I think it is very unfair-I might almost say 
unchristian-to state, as has been openly said, that 
the Government are deliberately intending to 
reintroduce those abuses and atrocities. I have 
said that I have ad0pted the unusual course of 
speaking at this period of the debate because 
I thought it just as well, in the unusual circum· 
stance> of the case, that the Home should be 
in full possession, as early as possible, of the 
rea•ons which have induced the Government 
to summon Parliament at this period of the year, 
and of the reasons why we think it clearly within 
the province, and is also the duty, of this Parlia­
ment, to deal with this matter and during this 
year. 

HONOcRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
l\Ir. NELSON said: Mr. Speaker,-There has 

been a departure this session from the ordinary 
practice of Parliament, and to some extent I 
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thoroughly coincide with what has been done. 
It has always appeared to me that the appointment 
of a committee to draw up an Address in Reply to. 
the Governor's SpePch is a piece of mummerv­
one of those farces that we have derived fi:om 
somewhere ur other in olden times, I don't know 
where, but the significance of which I have 
always failed to see. \Ve genemlly see a couple 
or a quartette of hon. members appointed to 
make tt commit.tee. They go outside the House, 
perhaps to the Ministers' room, or perhaps down to 
the bar, and they pretend they are drawing up the 
Addre.'S in Ileply. They come back and bring 
up an address, and within a minute or so the 
Clerk produces about lOO copies of this address, 
which he has by some species of legerdemain had 
printed. I think it is quite time we did away 
with this farce. Now, there has been another 
departure from the ordinary course as well, and 
because it is a special occasion, and that Parlia­
ment has been called together out of the ordi­
nary course, it has appeared to the leader of the 
Government to be his duty to give some explana­
!ion of this procedure. To thiR I do not object. It 
IS usually the lot of the leader of the Opposition 
to congratulate the memLers who are selected by 
the Government to propose and second the 
Addreps in Reply. On this occasion I will thank 
the hon. member who proposed the Address in 
He ply, first of all, for his special reference to my 
friend, Mr. Frank Murphy, the late member for 
I3arcoo. 

Ho:l'IOJ::RABLE ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. NELSON : I wish to do that, and I also 
may thank the leader of the Government for his 
nicereferencetothatgentleman. I think he echoed 
the sentiment uf evPry member of this House. 
Having been a particular friend of the late hon. 
member, I should like to add my feeble testi­
mony to hi~ worth, and to the reverence in which 
we hold his memory. I think we can all agree 
un the solemn occasion of offering our condolence 
to Her Majesty the Queen on the sad affliction of 
Providence that has been suffered by Her 
:Majesty and by the whole British nation. I am 
glad to seo. that introduced into the Speech ; and 
I need not refer to it further than to say that I 
believe every member of this House cordially 
sympathises with Her Majesty and with the 
British nation. When I get beyond that 
part of the Speech I feel that I am in 
the position generally occupied by members 
appointed to propose the Address in Reply, 
who begin by craving some indulgence on account 
of being new members. The members at the 
command of the Ministry on the present 
occasion have not clone so, and it falls to my lot 
to ask for the indulgence of the House, because 
this is the first time that I have addressed the 
House on the occasion of a Governor's Speech, 
my reason being that I have always looked 'Jpon 
the thing more or less as a piece of tomfoolery, 
more particularly when we see it made the 
occasion of trying to get an expression of 
opinion from lithe House on matters which 
are not really before it. The real object of 
a Governor's Speech is to present us with 
a concise syllabus of the business we have 
to tran~act dming the session, and in that respect 
it is a good thing; but we might just as well 
have the whole thing published in the Gazette 
that calls us together. And if the Government 
would give an as>.ur:wce that after we had done 
that business we would be free to go homa and 
look after our own affairs, there would be some­
thing in it-or even if we were assured that we 
would not be called upon to transact any business 
not mentioned. I see a clause in this Speech 
which I fully expected to find-namely, that the 
Government reserve to themselves the right 
to introduce a Bill on any mortal subject. 

The Bill we have read a first time to-day 
is one I do not like; but I most of all 
object to the practice uf introducing a Bill 
p1•o formt1. It is nothing but a fraud, and 
the sooner it is done away with the better. I 
get the credit of being a most staunch member 
of that ancient order vulgarly denominated 
"Tories" ; hut I certainly am not in favour of 
perpetuating this mummery at the Ol'cning of 
Parliament. I would like to see it all wiped 
away, retaining only what is ueeful. \Vith 
regai·d to the speeches we have hee1rd this after­
noon, I must sa;; that I cannot congratulate the 
mover and seconder of tlw AddreH in Reply. It 
would have given me great pleasure to have done 
so, hut I really cannot unscientiousl:;: do it. Vvhen 
a Speech from the Crown has been g1ven to us, we 
do not expect it to he made an occz,si•m on which 
to obtain an expression of opinion from the House 
on matters altogether outside the Address. 
Anyone listening to the hon. member for Mary­
bor.mgh, Ivir. Annear, would think he was 
making a second-l'eading speech on some Bill 
which he has in his po,session, and which no 
other hon. member has seen. He has his 
statistics all ready, :1nd he gives us an amount of 
detail that woul(] hardly be admitted on a second­
reading speech ; and then he asks us to approve 
of smne clause in the Governor's Speech. I ask, 
in the name of the House, is it fair to expect us to 
give an expression of opinion on the hon. member's 
details on a measure which we have not seen, and 
which we only know in a general way? I sn,y 
it is altogether unreasonable, and altogether 
beyond the constitutional practice of Parliaments 
throughout the world, more particularly the 
Parliament of Great Britain. Are we to accept 
the details of the hon. member for Maryborough 
as gospel? I say no; I s11y they require verifica­
tion. Then I pctrticularly object to the s;keches 
made by the mover and the seconder-and this 
also applies somewhat to the speech made by the 
leader of the House-on the ground that they were 
polemicalspeechcs. This isnnoccasionfor making 
polemical speeches and throwing down challenges. 
I would like to know to whom those speeches 
were addressed. I do not think they were 
addrf'qsed to me or to this side of the House ; 
and I do not think thev were addre&c,cd to the 
Hm,se as a whole. They exalted and magnified 
two or three members on the cross benches, and 
addres.sed the whole of their remarks to them. 

Mr. ANNEAR: Not at all. 

Mr. NELSON: I think the whole of those 
speeches were addressed not to this House, but 
to a few members of the House. The hon. 
members who have spoken actually threw 
down a challe',lge ; their words mean war ; 
they want a disturbance, and I suppose they 
will have it. I supposA they will get their way. 
After the challenge which . has been thrown 
down-in my opinion in the worst possible taste 
-I expeH to find that this srssion will bst till 
next Christmas. I may say that I am a disc_iple 
of the gospel of sweet reasonahleneo'. I beheve 
that if the speeches made by hon. memberd con­
tamed more of the spirit of reason, and less of 
the pugnacious element, the bu,ineJs of the 
House would be very much fncilitated. I do 
not intend to p;o into details with rep;ard to the 
Governor's Speech, because I do not think this 
is the proper occ1sion. I have neYer seen much 
good come out of speeches made on the Addre•·•S 
in Heply, though it is a capital occasion for the 
leader of the Opposition to criticise the Govern­
ment ; and perhaps no leader of the Opposition 
ever had a better opportunity than I have 
at the present moment of throwing mud. That, 
however, is an occupation which I despise. I 
do not believe in throwing mud at all. \Ve are 
only too glad to congratulate the Government 
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upon their conversion, I think, Mr. Speaker, 
the present Opposition have shown a great 
deal of skill in doing nothing. \Ve like to sill 
quietly and see our own policy carried out 
by other people, who do it very nearly as well n,s 
we conld do it ourselves. I am not going to 
follow the lc:1der of the Government in his 
disf]uisition as to con, titutional law. Constitu­
tional l:tw is n, thing that I n,bominate. I am 
quite sure when the hon. gentleman is so par­
ticular in hying down th,; constitutional law, 
that he is wrong. If he were not so particular 
in laying it down, he might possibly be 
right, but on every occasion that I have 
had to deal with his constitutional law I have 
found that his constitutional law is very weak. 
It is one of those things which we make' for the 
occasion, and which exists only in the mind of 
the speaker. The only difference between the 
leaders of the Government at present, bec~uBe 
there is a dual Government, is that one is always 
right and the other is never wrong ! As I have 
said, I am not going to follow through the whole 
speech. \V e are willing to accept the speech in 
reply, b~cJ,use the speech in reply is colourless; 
there is nothing in it so far as I have 
been able to read it. I forgot, there is one 
point which I marked as worthy of notice. 
I must say I object to tell His Excellency 
the Governor, whatever the Government may 
do, and I think the House will agree with me, 
that we will give most careful attention and 
c.msideration to all other matters that rrmy be 
brought befom us ; I do not promise anything of 
the sort. I am qnite prepared to give my 
attention and consideration to the three or four 
measures specially defined, but beyond that I 
am not going to make any promise. 

Mr. HYNE : \Von't you deal with a Sanitary 
Bill! · 

Mr. ::"rELSON : I have dealt with that already 
n,nd dismissed it. There is one other small 
matter, and yet I do not know that it is a small 
matter either, that I may refer to. I think 
I have said before, with regard to several 
Bills that are sp.ecified here, that this is not the 
time for the House to giYe any d('nnite <lpinion 
upon them. The proper time for us to do that 
will be when we have the Bills before us, and 
when they come up for their second reading,_ 
It may be that some of these Bills may be con­
sidere<l not worthy of that consideration, and 
should he thrown out at once. In that cs.se it is 
the duty of any hon. member who thinks so to 
move an amendment. I have no intention 
of moving any such amer.dment, because I 
think the Bills specified are worthy of con­
sideration; but I am not going to commit myeelf 
to everything, more especially to the speeches 
that have been deliverwl from the other side. 
I am perfectly prepared to take these Bills 
into consideration, and give them the best con­
sideration that I can, and I believe that by 
adopting a policy of that sort we shall be ahle to 
advance the best interests of the colony. \Vhat 
I wish to draw attention to is this: In the pam­
graph which refers to land-grant railways, near 
the end it says-

~> By this me;tns I trust that the construction of 
necessa.r:r rnilways may be continued, and that the 
efforts of the grantees of the land mr~y be enlisted in 
promoting b· ·Ltlement upon the lands granted to them.'' 
\Vhat I want to know now is whether there are 
any grantees of land in the colony or not? I 
doubt very much ·'whether there is a single 
grantee. I have a couple of hundred of these 
grants myself, but apparently, so far as I can 
judge by whs.t is going on, they are positively 
worthle"~. \Vhat is to become of all our grant~ 
of land? Can you expect grantees of laud, 
every one of whose grants may be called into 
question, to as·dst in constructing railways? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: \Ye have not n 
Government of confiscation yet. 

Mr. ::s'ELSON: \Ve have not; but we have 
courts of law ths.t will confiscate. I think the 
Government sh<,uld be compelled to bring in 
some legislation on the subject to tell us 
whether our titles signed by the Governor 
are of any value or not. If this ms.tter is 
not decide.d I firmly believe that nothir.g 
that has happened, not the quarrel "ith the 
Bank of England, or the stonewalling in 1880, or 
anything ehP, will do so much harm to the 
credit of the colony as the doubt thrown upon 
grants of land. I think it is the mm;t thing that 
has happeneJ to us yet, and the severest blow 
that we have received. The time is short, and I 
think I have said all I ought to say upon the 
pres<Jnt occa.sion. I can only add this : That 
with regard to the specific measures of the 
Government, I know I can assure the Govern­
ment that, from this side of the House, they will 
have the most careful and Lwourable con­
sideration. 

l\Ir_ l\IACFARLANE said: 1\Ir. Speaker,­
\Ve have had two or three changes this sPssion 
from what has taken place in past sessions. I 
do not know whether these changes are ome11s of 
good or omens of evil. The first cha11ge is the 
early time of the year at which we ha Ye been 
brought together. The next thing that we may 
look upon ns a change is the shortness of the 
Governor's Speech; and then we have another 
new departure in the non-appo~ntment of a 
select committee to prepare and brmg up a reply 
to His Excellency's Opening f?peech. I do not 
think any of these changes wrll tend to do any 
harm· they our<ht rather to tend to better 
debat~s. The ~arly meeting of Parliament 
this yettr will I hope, be taken as a pre· 
cedent for fut~re sessions, so that hon. mem­
bers may have an opportl~nity of meet\ng. earlier 
than we have done in ttJe past, as rt rs much 
pleasanter to sit here during the winter months 
than it is during the summer months. \V1th 
reference to the mover of the AddreBs in Reply, I 
think he rather went out of his way to attack the 
labour member,;. There is no use in any member 
of this House intensifying the evil that exists by 
aggravating his opponent;;. Such n. couyse c~n 
tend to no good; it c>tn only result m cvrl. 
The hon. member also referred to the kanakas 
as being well looked after and we!l fed, and he 
assured this House that they recer ved the best 
medical attendance. I want to know if it is 
really a fact that these kanakas have in yes.rs 
past had the be~t medic:tl ttttendance ? lf se;, 
why is it that so many of. them drop off tl:Is 
mortal coil and that accordmg to the last statis­
tics we ha~e they ha,'e been dying at the rate 
of six to one of the white people of the 
same age? Does that show that they ha,·e had 
proper medical attendance? I think not. Then, 
aaain the hon. member said that Dr. Pttton, 
the n:issionary to the South Sea Islands, ~vas­
I think he termed him, a slandeli).er. I drd not 
quite cs.tch the hon- member's remarks, and I 
cannot say whether he use<,I the word "slan­
dere.r" to thc,t gentleman or m some other way. 

Mr. ANNJ~AR : If th•.1 hon. member will allow 
me I will explain. I do not wish it to go forth to­
morrow morning that I c:clled that gentleman a 
slanderer or a wilful perverter of the truth. 
\V hat I said was that hon. members could read 
Hansm·d and the decision come to by the gentle­
men who held that inquiry, and they could come 
to no other conclusion. 

Mr. MACF ARLAXE : I think it ;., very 
inadvisable for hon. members to attack an 
honoured aentleman such as the Rev.lYir. Paton, 
whether they disagree with him or not in 
reference to the letter he sent to the Chief 
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Secretary. '\Ve should give him credit at all 
events for sincerity. Hon. members should 
remember that Dr. Paton left his own country 
for the benefit of the people of those islands. 
He has been amongst them for many years, 
and has educated many of them in the pro­
fession nf Christianity, and to see many of 
these people t'ctrried out of those islands to perish 
in Queensland is, it appears to me, a very serious 
matter. On that account I think that no state­
ment that is not strictly correct should be made 
with reference to anyone who takes an interest 
in the kanakas. \V e cannot expect everyone to 
agree in matters referring to the kanakas, and 
hon. members will remember that about four 
years ago, when the general election took place, 
no man had the conrage to sav he was in favour 
of kanakas. • 

HONOURABLE ME~IBERS: Oh; yes. 
Mr. MACFARLANE: Very few. With the 

exception of the Colonial Secretary I dp not 
remember one. 

Mr. ALAND: The hon. member for Burrum. 
Mr. MACFARLANE; There may have been 

some, but they were very few in number, and 
how it is that the whole population should have 

, been converted on the subject, as is cl11imed by 
those who :we in favour of the proposal, I cannot 
make out. 

Mr. DRAKE: It has not. 
Mr. MACF.ARLANE: I eau only speak for 

my own constituency, and I cannot judge from 
my constituents that any such conversion has 
taken place. There appears to be as many of 
~hem in favom· of the new departure as against 
'It, and I cannot say therefore, judging by my 
own electorate, that public opinion has much 
changed on the subject. On that account I 
would much prefer that the matter should be 
referred to another general election. I do not 
say that it will not be well to adopt the plan 
proposed by the Chief Secretary to give the 
sugar industry time to get into a niore satis­
factory condition than it is in at the present time. 
But I think this ought to be left to the people. 
It ought to be left to the electors, and if they at 
the general election, w hi eh cannot be more than 
tw~lve !nonths hence, decide by their votes that 
thmrmmth have so completely changed as is now 
contended for, then I will give in. I think there­
fore, it would be well for the Government to con­
sider that matter. Now, the Chief Secretary gave 
several reasons why he thought this Hou<e was 
perfectly justified in dealing with the matter in the 
last year of this Parliament. He said at the outc;et 
that at one time he was a determined opponent 
of coloured labour. I give him credit for ·what 
he says. I know no man in this colony that I 
have more bith in than the Chief Secretary. I 
thoroughly believe that his intentions are good; 
they are intended for the bem,fit of the colony. 
I believe he is anxious to lay the foundations of 
the colony in righteousness, but I think he has 
made some mistakes, and he cannot therefore 
expect all those who so faithfully followed him 
in the days when he was again't black labour to 
follow him now. He said at one time that this 
should be a country for white men, and that no 
other labour rrhould be in it. \V e all believed 
that four years ago, but "ome of us do not 
believe in it now, There seems to be a general 
somersault. Sudden conversion I never thought 
much good. I have never seen much good come 
out of it, and I do not think any good will come 
out of iG. 

Mr DONALDSON: Except they are te8-
totallers. 

Mr. MACFARLANE: '\Ve are not talking 
about teetotallers. 

Mr. ALA~D: You will before you sit down, 

Mr. MACF ARLANE : Possibly I may, but 
if I do, what about it? It has nothing to do 
with this subject. Now, Sir, the Chief Secretary 
told us that at one time he was a determined 
opponent of coloured labour, and I should 
judge, from the way he spoke, that he is 
still as determined as he wa;; then, only circum­
stances h<tve changed. \V ell, while I like to sec 
a man having a policy, I like to see him consis­
tent. Policy is a very good thing, but principle 
is quite different. Principle is to be ]Jreferred to 
policy any time, and on that account I like to 
follow one who hasthoroughlyin view honest prin­
ciples. The Chief Secretary also referred to the 
fact that we must increase the producing power 
of the country. \Veil, that is an evident fact. 
\Ve shall never prosper unless we do; but what 
about the pre·'ent state of the country? The pro­
ducing power of the country at the prese'1t time 
is greater than the demand; I refer to agriculture. 
If we increase the productive pnwcr of the 
country, what are we to do with the produce? 
'\Vhere is it to go? '\Ve cannot send it to the 
other colonies on account of their protective 
tariffs. '\Ve cannot consume what we already 
produce, so that, I think, instead of increasiPg 
the producing power of the country, we want 
population, and that would increase the con­
suming power of the country. It would cause tt 
demand for more labour and more land, and for 
everything else, because every man who comes 
into the colony, being a consun1er, encoura~~es 
trade in t h~ colonY. This fact must be remem­
bered, that if '' e 1ncrea,e production on present 
lines it will do no good to the farmers. It will 
lower the price of farm produce, but there would 
be some reason in producing jute and hemp and 
such things. 

The HoN. B. D. l\IOREHEAD : Especially 
hemp. 

.:Vfr. MACF ARLANE : That would do very 
well for the man who has so distinguished 
himself in another colony, but we are not con­
cerned about him. \V e are concerned about 
the welfare of (2neenobnd, and the question is, 
\Vhat are we to do to incrertse the financial 
power of Queensland? The Chief Secretary, 
in speaking about the legality and consti­
tutionality of passing this law at the end of 
the Parliament, used some illustration that 
did not seem to me to be a very good 
argument at all. I will put this case to him: 
Suppose, at the beginning of this Parliament, 
the members had pledged themselves to their 
constituents that they would give separation to 
the North during the existence of the Parliament. 
Then, instead of doing so, they had dilly-dallied 
until the last year of the Parliament, and then 
refused to do it, what position would we be in 
then? Would we not have broken our pledges? 
I think so. \V ell, whilst I repudiate the idea of 
being a delegate to the House, I think on a 
constitutional question like this black labour 
question, we ought to go to the country be­
fore _we finally settle it. I think after that is 
done every memli>er will be placed in a far 
better position than he is in at the present time. 
Some people have consciences that are easily 
stretched. Others have hard and fast cast­
iron consciences that cannot be stretched, Every 
man should act according to the dictates of his 
own conscienc.c. I for one think I would very 
likely be in favour, after having been before my 
constituents, of pruviding some reasonable way 
of continuing the sugar industry, yet, accord­
ing to the pledges I gave at the beginning 
of this Parliament, I cannot conscientious! y 
vote for the reintroduction of kanaka labour. 
'\Ve can scarcely discuss the Bill now because 
it is not before us, but unless there are pro­
visions in it to thoroughly protect and 
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thoroughly provide for the medical attendance of 
the islanders, I do not see how anyone can sup­
port it. There is another matter to be con­
sidered, and that is the way in which the Govern­
ment propose to get these kanakas in future. As 
I understand it, they are sometimes very 
easily obtained by bribing the native kings. 
If there are provisions that the men come of 
their own free will, and that they know what 
they are coming to do, I should look upon 
them as free labourers coming to the colony, to 
whom I should not object; but if the Bill does not 
contain those provisions, I shall be compelled to 
vote against it. I do not intend to take np any 
more time now, for I suppose nearly every hon. 
member will like to say something about the 
matter; and I have said sufficient to indicate the 
position I take up with reference to this question. 

The Ho;'<. B. D. MOREHEAD ~aid : Mr. 
Speaker,-Everyone will admit that this will be­
at any rate I hope after I have spoken-a very 
interesting debate. It is extremely interesting, 
with regard to the individuals occupying the 
Treasury bench, to see that their minds are 
ours, or rather that our minds ~re theirs. The 
Government ha,·e arlopted the views that have 
been expressed by this side, not only in this one 
particular matter, but in two or three others. 
In fact, the whole of the views as contained in 
this Speech are the views that have been long 
hel<l by this side of the House. Therefore I 
shall support them. These are the reasons­
and I can give no better or more sufficient-why I 
intend to support them. I hold th<tt the Govern­
ment were' in a very difficult position indeed, and 
I am perfectly certain there are many hon. mem­
bers who will in all good faith, a• I do, give 
the Chief Secretary credit for his action when he 
ha<l to make a change of front. It wots a change 
of front which was absolutely necessary for the 
well-being of the colony, ;md it was a change of 
front that has my entire sympathy and my 
hearty support, as far as I am individually con­
cerned. I will say this with regard to the hon. 
member who moved the Addres; in Ileply, and 
to the h_on. member who, in a feeble way, 
seconded rt : that the hon. member for Mary­
horongh made a very unprovoked attack upon 
a section of the House who, up to the present 
time, have done nothing to entitle them to such 
an attack. 

Mr. ANNEAR : They attacked me to-clay. 

The Ho:sc. B. D. MOREHEAD: I do not know 
whether they attacked the hon. member or not, 
but when he got up to speak as the mouthpiece 
of the Government, he made what appe:tred to 
me an unprovoked attack upon a certain section 
of the House. It was very ill-advised, and not 
well considered or well delivered. 

Mr. A::'{NEAR: I am prepared to stand by it. 

The Ho;'<. B. D. l\10REHEAD : The hon. 
member may say he is prepared to stand 
by it. But I am here to assist, if I can, 
to make peace between man and man. There 
h no desire on this side, and I am sure 
there is none on· that, to create ill-feeling 
in any one section of the House ; at any 
rate, I will not be a party to it. Before 
going further, !-speaking, I am sure, for 
every member on this ·side of the House-wish 
to express our deep regret for the lo•,-; of one 
who has gone from us for ever-a genial, kindly, 
lovable person whom we shall see no more 
here; who was loved by this side of the House, 
and who had not an enemy, no matter what 
political differences there may have been, on the 
other. All were friends. He is gone, and, as 
.Tohn Bright once henutifully said, quoting from 
Scripture, "his place here will know him no more 

for ever." But we shall not forget him. There is 
not a man in this House who has enjoyed the 
privilege of friendsbip with Icrank Murphy who 
will ever forget him. To return to the Speech, we 
really are met, Mr. Speaker, to deal with an extra­
ordinary condition of affairs. We find that there 
must he a combination-not a combination of 
politici:1ns, which, unfortunately, there is already, 
but a combination to extricate the colony, if we 
can, out of its difficulties. I hope that this com­
bination will include e1 en the party that has 
been condemned by the hon. member who moved 
the Address in Reply. Let all work shoulder to 
shonlder and try to get the colony out of its diffi· 
culties, as I am snre we all desire to dn. There 
have been many mistakes made by the ]>re•"ent 
Government, I think the dividend tax Wl\S a 
mistake, and that if it was repealed it would 
do a great deal • of good. I dare say the 
Colonial Treasurer himself thinks that this is 
a matter which well deserves consirleration. 
There is that other little quarrel of his, 
which I am certain he will get out of, know­
ing that perb,ps there have been mistakes on 
hoth sides. There are ways and means of getting 
out of it, and I am sure thA Treasurer will see 
his way to extrica,te the colony from the difficulty 
which has arisen from perhaps an inopportune r 

remark. If he gives expres«ion to what I believe 
are really his fe.o!ings, he will have eYery a'sist­
ance from this side of the House to get out nf 
that difficulty. As far as I am concerned, although 
I have spoken very warmly about it in the past, 
there will be no word of mine in the future 
but will tend to assist him and the colony out of 
their difficulties. I am not going to speak at any 
length on this matter, because my views are . 
almost entirely in sympathy with the proposa)s 
of the Government. 'fhe colony, as we know, IS 
in a difficult position, and it is our duty, if we are 
patriots at all, one and all of us-even the party 
led by the hon. member for Bundanba-to help 
to pull the colony out of its trouble with a long 
pnll, and a strong pull, and a pull altogether. The"J 
are my views, and I have nothing more to say. 

l\Ir. CASEY said: Mr. Speaker,--I rise at 
this early pcd.1d of th~ :le bate, and J trust I 
may be pardoned for tl'lllg before o:der mem­
ber', in order to take the opportunity d speaking­
on a subject which ha·> becm spoken to by almcst 
every hon, member who has addressed the House 
this evening. I refer to the loss which we >1nd 
the colony have sustaineJ in the death of my 
friend and fellow-member, Mr. Murphy. I c:tn 
har-dly trust myself, even at this distance, to 
speak of it very fully. There has been .no 
gap in our ranks since this PaTliament met 
that has been more deeply felt than that left 
by the late member for Bm·coo - a gentle­
m9rn whom I am proud to have known 
n.s my personal friend-a man of broa~ and 
liberal views, and without an enemy m the 
House; with strong person8.l opinions, and fear­
less in the expres.;ing of them when he thought 
they were right. He haq lefG a gap in our mnks 
which it will be very difficult to fill. I feel sure 
the .House will pardon me for taking up a 
moment of its time in placing upon record the 
opinion which I think everyone of us hol~s 
respecting our late friend: I perhaps feel Ins 
loss more deeply than nr.osi, other,, as he was an 
old and valued llBrsonal friend. I will not 
further allude to this matter, except to express 
the deep and poignant regret I fc•el that no more for 
ever shall we see that worthy gentleman in his place. 
\Vith regard to the various matters ment;ioned in 
the Speech, the most import:mt, or one of the 
most imrJortant, is that referring to the extension 
of kanaka l:ibour ; and I feel, Sir, with most 
other hon. members who have spoken before me, 
that the reversion in the policy upon which the 
Chief Secretary has worked in the past is not so 
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much a reversion of principle as a reversion of 
the circumstances under which he abolished 
the introduction of Polynesians into this 
colony. I do not think that any employer 
in the colony desires ka.nalm labom or 
coloured labour of any kind, except for the 
p.1rticular form of tropical agriculture which 
events have proved white labour to be unsuitable 
for. I am quite sure the pastoralists do not in 
any way desire that kanakas should be used in 
their industry, and I am satisfied that so long as 
lmnaka labour is strictly rcotricted to the culti­
vation of tropical product6, and that maize and 
other articles which can be grown by our 
farmers are exempted from their operations, 
the farmers as a body are very much 
in favour of their reintroduction. I have 
taken some pains to make myoelf acquainbod 
with the feelings of the farmers amongst 
whom I live upon this subject, and I have not 
met a single instance of a man who was averse 
to kanakas being allowed to work in tropical 
agriculture in the North if restricted in the way 
I have mentioned; and I trust that a laq·e 
majority will support the Government in that 
m ;,sure. Among the other grave and important 
measureq outlined in the Speech, the bonus on 
the export of meat is one which I believe is called 
for by the pastoral indtmtry of this country. 
-whether it will be accept:1.ble in the form in 
which the Government will introduce it or not, I 
am not prepared to say; but I trust sincerely 
that before the House leaves the· question it will 
be threshed into such a shape as will give an 
impetus to this great producing industry as will in 
some way assist to rntore the J!l'osperity which 
has left us. The question of land-grant railways 
is so briefly outlined in the Speech that I think 
we need not speak upon it at all until it comes 
before us in the shape of a J3ill. 

HoxouRABLE ME~IBERS : He:w, hear ! 

Mr. DRAKE said: 1\Ir. Speaker,-This seems 
to bid fair to be nne of the most extra­
ordinary sessions of Parliament Queensland 
hrq ever seen. I ha\~e been sitting here, a~ 
no doubt many other hon. memb~rs have, 
expe"ting to hear some explanation from meml>ers 
·of the Government with regard to the policy that 
is foreehadowed in this f:lpeech. f:lo far we hrt ve 
heo.rd nothing beyond what was said by the 
Chief Secretary, who got up and made what I 
understood to be a Ministerial statement with 
rt>g<bl'll to his present opinion upon the kanak<L 
labour question. Beyond that we have not 
heard one word from any member of the 
Government with regard to any of the points in 
their policy as foreshadowed here, which cer· 
tainly contains some items upon which I confess 
I should like to hav'c some information. For 
instance, the proposed bonus for the exportation 
of stock is a question upon which I honestly 
confess I should very much like to have some 
information. It looks a very fair propo,ml on 
the surface, n.nd no doubt if the details could be 
arranged satisfactorily, so that the scheme would 
work equitably, it would be a very good thing 
for the colony. But we have not heard a single 
word about it except from the hon. member 
for \Varrego, who just touched upon it. 'l'he 
subj:·ct of land-grant railways is also p:<ssed 
OVH without a word from the Government. 
The speech we got from the leader of the 
Opposition, who, as a rule, takes this op­
portunity to criticise the whole conduct of 
the Government since the preceding session 
of Parliament, consi,,ted of about fifteen 
minutes of what I may cail amusing chaff. In 
fact, it would seem as if the whole business of 
the Address in Reply has come to be looked 
upon as a mere formality. I do not use the 
expression the hon. the leader of the Opposi-
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tion used, because I am not a Tory. I think 
the hon. gentleman himself stated that he is a 
Tory. 

Mr. NELSON: I am called so. 
Mr. DRAKE : I notice that it is generally 

from these gentlemen who come under the 
lmspicion of being Tories that we find our 
institutions most boldly attacked whenever 
they themselves n.re a little bit interfered 
with. If the expression of opinion used by 
that hon. gentleman in regard tu the forms 
observed in connection with the openmg of 
this Parliament had been used hy my hon. 
friend the member for Barcoo, Mr. Ryan­
whom I am glad to welcome here-I &hould not 
have been at all surprised if the hon. gentleman 
at the head of the Government had got up and 
called your attention to it. But, no! These are 
not the men who attack our institutions, but 
those who are ordinarily called Tories_ The 
hon. gentleman in his short speech also made 
an attack upon another institution which I ven­
ture to say would not have been made by many 
members in this House. I want to emphasise 
this to show that it is not fair to make these con­
tinual attacks npon the labour party, as though 
they WPre the only people in the colony who 
attack our institutions. I <ay again that when­
ever any institution touches a man's corns you 
will find that the more Conservative or Tory he is 
the mere ready he will be to get up and abuse 
that institution. 

Mr. NELSON: It does not touch my corns at 
all. 

Mr. DRAKE: The speech of the leader of the 
Opposition simply amounted to this : I am leader 
of the Opposition ; the Government may depend 
upon it that during this session the Opposition 
will not oppose. There was nothing els~ in it. 
"When the head of the Government asked why 
this Parliament should be dissolved, I suggested 
the reason because it had lived too long_ Now,· 
I chall give another reason, out of the hon. 
gentleman's own month, I think. \Vhen the hon. 
gentleman sat on the Opposition side of the 
House, I heard him say-1 cannot quote his 
exact words; he will correct me if I am wrong­
that the safety of the conntry required that there 
should be a stron~ Opposition. Is not that 
what the hon. gentleman said over and over 
again? Only a short time ago, \vhen up 
country, did not the hon. gentleman tell us that 
it does not matter what names you give things 
the 'facts remain the same? Now, is that not a 
fact-that the safety of the country requires that 
there should be a strong Opposition? Is it not as 
much a fact now as when he was leader of the 
Opposition? 

The Ho~. B. D. MOREHEAD: You have 
stolen our clol hes since. 

Mr. DRAKE : The policy I was elected upon 
-and that I intend to carry out as far as I can 
-is the policy which was promulgated in the 
manifEAo of the leader of the Opposition in 1888_ 
That was the policy which was before the 
country in 1888, and upon that policy I was 
elected, and I intend so far ail I am able, so 
long as I arn in Parliament--whetherthi• or any 
other Parliament-to do my best to carry out 
that po:icy. If the hou. gentleman's dictum i.~ 
correct, that it is necessary for the safety of the 
country that there ;hould be a strong Opposi­
tion, then th"'t f<imr,le fact condemns this Pm·lia­
ment as being unfit to be trusted with the 
destinies of this colony, because we have now 
a Parliament without any Opposition, as the 
Opposition, through their mouthpiece, have to­
day said, "\V e are the Oppo"ition, but we will 
not oppose y,;u because you are carrying out our 
policy." 
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Mr. NELSON: You can form an Opposition 
to-morrow if yc•u like. 

Mr. DRAKE: It is all very well for the hon. 
gentleman to say that, but he knows that it 
cannot be done. He knows very well-and no 
one has put it more cltarl:o· before the country 
than the hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Government-tho,t under onr prF9ent system of 
constitutional Government there can only be 
two parties. 

The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD : Why not 
three? · 

Mr. DRAKE: There can only be two parties. 
There never have been more than two clearly 
defined parties, anrl there are not now. The 
only thing is that, ''s the leader of the Opposition 
said, the Government are carrying out the policy 
of the Opposition, and therefore there is practi­
cally no Opposition. 

The HoN. B. D. MORE HEAD: We are doing 
it by attorney. 

Mr. DRAKE: I say again, therefore, that in 
consequence of the present condition of affairs, 
for which the Chief i::lecretary is certainly mainly 
responsible, there is no organised Opposition in 
this House. 

The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD: Well, organise 
one. 

Mr. DRAK1<J: Using again the hon. gentle­
man's own words, that a Parliament that has no 
organised Opposition is not safe to be trnste·! 
with the destini~s of the country, althonC~h 
there is no organised Opposition, there must ·be 
a certain number of members in this House who 
will feel themselves bound, whatever their 
opinions may be, to be faithful to the pledges 
they gave to their constituents. I hold t.hat 
when a candidate is succ~,.:;-;ful in \vinning a seat 
in Parliament he is bound in honour to adhere to 
his pledges, and if he finds that he cannot 
conscientiously c;wry them out he mu;;t resig-n. 
It is a distinct breach of faith to win a s<.tt hy 
giving certain pledges, and then afterw;trds turn 
round and act in exactly the opnosite direction. 

l\Ir. DALRYMPLE: If his constituPnts 
approve? 

Mr. DRAKE : The hon. g-entleman at the 
h~ad of the Government made a point of this 
kmd- and of conr~e. he w>cs strongly supported 
by my humourous rnend on my right-and that 
is thh::: He sayP, "I mn not a de]po·ate "and by 
claiming not t.o be a delegate he R~etu~ to thiuk 
that he escapFs the rcsponbibility of hadn"' to 
carry out his pledge". There is only one gon­
stitutional means of finding out the opinion of 
a constituency, and that is through the L:tllot­
box. 

Mr. NELSON: Oh, leave the Constitution 
alone. I am sick of it. 

Mr. DRAKE: I shall not leave the Constitu­
tion alone. I alw~ys stand in the same position 
with re?rtrd to the Com,titution. I do not prai'e 
it to the skies when it suits my pmpose, and then 
turn round and abuse it when mv ac-count lib 
the other way. The only constitutional wav of 
:finding out the opinion of a ,constituency is 
through the ballot-box, and therefore, when a 
man has once suhmitted his case to the ballot-box 
he cannot afterwards turn round and take 
the opinion of a few people in the constitu­
ency as. that of the constituency, and nn 
the strength of that alter his policy. The 
man who does that is the man who constitute;, 
himself a delegate. If a man goes before a 
constituency, and lays clown a certain platform, 
and gives certain promises and pled,es goes to 
the ballot-box and is elected on that piatform, 
and then becanse half a dozen people-bank 
managers and others-come up the back stairs 

and say, "Oh, take no notice of them, the 
opinion of the people of the colony is quite 
cha,nged, " he acts quite contrary to the plat­
form on which he 'ivas elected, do hon. mem­
bers mean to say that he is not making himself 
a deleg-ate to those who have got him to change 
his policy? 

Mr. NBLSON: I agree with that, but that 
is not a constitutional point. 

~Ir. DRAKB: I do not care whether it is a 
constitutional point or not. It is a point of 
morals, and it should be discussed from that 
point of view first. I am an elector for North 
Bri;bane; I vote for the hon. gent!Pman at the 
he.td of the Government on a certain platform 
that he lays down. If the hon. gentleman 
adopts a different platform afterwards because 
some other constituents, who perhaps did n<Jt 
vote for him, have come 11nd asked him to do so, 
is not that making himself a delegate of those 
persons to whose wishes he accedes? \Vhat 
right has the candidate for whom I voLe on 
certain promises to go away from those promises? 
If a mmdidate goes before a constituency of 
1,000 electors ana says, " If you elect me I will 
do such and such a thing," he makes a pledge to 
every one of those electors just as much as if he 
had addressed each one separately ; and he can­
not go back afterwards and vote in another 
direction. There is this difference in regard to 
the question as to whether a man is a delegate or 
a representative. If he goes before his consti­
tuents and says, "Vote for me if you like, but 
I give no pledges," h~ may call himself a repre­
sentative. 'l'here was one C'-'ndidate in North 
Brisbane who did that, and that was Sir Arthur 
Palmer, a man I do not admire very stmngly 
myself. 

The HoN. J3. D. :MOREHI£AD : That shows 
very bad taste. 

Mr. DRAKE: I hertrd that gentleman on a 
platfvrm in North Brisbane say distinctly, "I 
will give you no pledges." If a man does that I 
admit freely that he comes into the House as a 
representative to act according to his judgment 
on behalf of his constituents. But wherever any 
.question that is actually on the political phtform 
is •nbmitted to the cnndidate, and he is asked, 
" If you are elected will you vote such and such 
a way?'' and he says he will, and then goes and 
votes exactly the other way, his conduct cannot be 
defended on rrwra,l gTounds. Again, is not this a 
fraud upon the other cn,ndidate? Supposing I 
am stanaing for rt con,tituency, and another man 
is al"o standing, and I say "Vote for me and I 
will oppose the introduction of coloured labour," 
and the other man say.s ''Vote for me and I will 
do this, that, and the other, but on the subj eet of 
black labour I will have to vote for it if it is 
proposed." On those promises I am elected, but 
I afterwar.:.ls turn round and say, "I have got 
your votes now, and I have got in, and now I am 
going to vote for black labour." The votes 
that came to me would have gone to the 
other man in all probability if I had not 
made that promise. \Vhat will be thought of 
Pctndidtttes in future if it is to be accepted in our 
new code of Queensland morals thttt if a candi­
date is successful he is not absolutely bounct to 
keep his pledges? Why, the candidate will be 
looked upon simply as an artistic liar, and the 
man who has the most cunning in weaving a 
tissue of promises, pledges, and professions will 
get in. Look what will happen at the next 
general election if this business is carried as 
proposed. A c~tndidate will come before his 
constituents with the usual programme. He 
mak8s an eloquent speech, perhaps has all 
his a'ldience with him, and then a troublesome 
ele('tor wants to pnt a question. He sayd, "Mr. 
Janus-Is a candidate, if sucees~ful, bound in 
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honour to keep his pledges? " That will place 
the candidate in an awkward dilemma if he is 
one of the gentlemen who were elected to vote 
ag>tinst black laLour and afterwards turned round 
and voted for it, because if he answers "Yes," 
the electors will say," Out of your :Jwnmouthyou 
are condemned as not being a man of honour, and 
not fit to represent the elector,," and if he .·.a vs, 
"Under certain circumstances, no," then they 
will say, "Just go home ; tear up your pro­
gramme and burn it. ·what is the use of 
making promises and professions and at the 
same time telling us that under cerbin circum­
stances, of which you are to be the sole judge, 
you may not keep your promi,·es." Of course I 
know it has been industriously stated that it 
will be justifiable for members to vote against 
their promises and pledges if they think 
their constituents ha,·e since then ·changed 
their minds; and some of them have gone 
even further and put it almost boldly in this 
way-that success justifies everything, and if they 
bre>tk their pledges now and are successful at the 
ballot-box afterwards, their succAss will prove 
that their action w::~s justifiable. Even taking 
that very low ground, I want· to know what 
proof have we of this change of opinion? 

Mr. HYNJ<j: Altered circumstances. 

Mr. DRAKE: Altered circumstances cannot 
be a proof. I say, "What proof have we that 
there ha;; been this change of opinion in the 
country?'' We have had one election since then 
-the election for the Barcoo. "With regard to 
that particular election hon. members will know 
t~at thefeelingroundabout Brisbane, at all events 
till nearly the day of the election, was that it would 
be a near thing. In fact I think that the o-entle­
men associated with the pastoralists thought Mr. 
Hyan was going to be returned, while the party 
mnre particularly interested in J\Ir. Rv><n's 
return were beg_inning to be doubtful. Still it 
came as a surprJSe that he was returned by a 
majority of about 190. ·what does that mean? 
Both candidates declared against black labour. 

Mr. STEVENSON: That spoils your argu­
ment, anyway. 

Mr. DRAKE : It strengthens the argument 
-:ery much indeed, because when Mr. Campbell 
first stood as the opponent of Mr. Ryan he 
exprhsed himself in f•wonr of black labour, but 
Mr. Ryan was against black labour from the 
fir,t. During the can,ass Mr. Campbell Raw, as 
any sensible man who knows anything about the 
Barcoo would know, that the action of the 
Government in proclaiming their f''~ll version to 
black labour was sufficient to turn the scale and 
put Mr. Ryan in. .My first intimate acf]uaint­
ance with bhtck labour was gained on the Barcoo. 

Mr. POWERS: It was not in a sugar district. 

:Nir. DRAKE: It was not. It was on a 
station where I first met with them; and they 
were well treated. I administered the medical 
comfo;ts myself, and none of them died ; but 
I belJe\'e on other sbtion~ they were not 
treated so well. 'fhe people of Barc.Jo know 
very well what black labour is; and tlmt c'>n­
stituency, being mainly inhabited by workino­
men, woul.J not be likely to return any candidat~ 
who could not be looked upon as abso­
lutely certain on that subject. That is 
the one constituency that has been contested 
since this question came up ; so that so 
far a' any expression of opinion through the 
ballot-box goes, it is certain that the country has 
not changed in the slightest degree. Now I 
want to know what else is there. I have not 
any papers with me, because I did not expect I 
should be speaking to-night, but I remember 
that on the day before the Chief Secretary's 
manifesto appeared, an a,rticle appeared in the 

Cou1'ie1' complimenting the Chamber of Com• 
merce or some other institution of that 
kind on some active steps they had 
take; to formulate pulJlic opinion; and it was 
suggest.ed in the article that it would be a moet 
excellentthingfor theinstitution to organise pu~lic 
meetings all over the colony to get an expressiOn 
of opinion on the subject. About a week after 
that I saw another article in the same paper 
mther deprecating the idea of holding any public 
meeting and I do not think the Chamber 
of Com~erce party have organised a sing)e 
public meeting. I think there wns a pubh_c 
meetin" held in Maryhorough before the mam­
festo ~lpei!,red, but since then there has be~n 
no public meeting called anywhere to obtam 
an expres8ion of opinion in favour of the 
manifesto. I know of none. Some members, 
I believe have been before their constituents, 
and I !{ave attentively watched the reports 
of their meetings. I would be the last to 
say that I would accBpt the opinion express~d 
either one way or the other at a pubhc 
me~'ting as being in any ":"~Y conclueive, ?ecause 
if you want the real opmwn of a constrtuency 
the only way to get it is through the i_Ja)lot-box. 
Thou<>h I would not accept the opmwns eY­
prevs~d at public meetings for or ago,inst as 
absolute evidence, still I may say tha~ I 
ha,·e brcen reading the repmts of meetmgs 
that ha\e been held in various parts of 
the colony, and I cannot come to 1Lny con­
clnsion from them t.hat there has been any 
great change of puLlic opinion below the sur­
face. I considered it was my duty as early as 
possible to inform my cun"tituents that I _had 
not changed 'l1lY opinion, and that I certawly 
was not o-oin" to vote against any of my pro­
fessions. bi ;ddressed four meetings, and I did 
not find any great change of opinion. 

Mr. STEPHBI'\S: Did you not lose some of 
your best committee men'! 

Mr. DRAKE : I believe I lost three or four of 
my supporters. 

}fr. S'l'EPHE:\'S: \V ere they not some of 
your best snpporters? 

Mr. DRAKE: I do not reckon best supporters 
and worst supporters. I believe my _best sup­
porters are those who hold the same vrews that 
I do. 

An Ho~OURABf,R iliiJ.;;uBER: The same faces 
were at each meeting? 

::Yir. DRAKE: The hon. member is quite 
wrong in that insinuation. In fact, there were 
only two or three gentlemen who did go to more 
than one meeting. The hon. junior member for 
Charters Towers wa.'± present at one of those 
meetings. It was the third of the series, ancl. 
was held at the Ithac;1 Hall, Kennedy terrace. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Stick to the ques­
tion. 

J\'Ir. DRAKE: We are tolil that there is a 
change nf public opinion. I am discussing that 
point. The Chief Secretary has told us that 
there is a change, and the statement has been 
reiterated once or twice. I did not find any 
evidence of a. change of feeling, and I challeng·ed 
the hon. gentleman to give a proof. Surely it is 
perfectly relevant for me to give my reason f~>r 
believing that there has not been a change m 
public opinion, and I will come clown clcmer 
directly and show how some of those w!w. really 
believe there has been a change of opmron ><re 
being deceived. It had been stated at a previous 
meeting that some persons who wished to ex­
press their feelingo hod not had an oppor­
tunity of doing so ; but at the meeting I speak 
of I had no chairnmn, so I waited on the plat­
form and asked the meeting to appoint their own 
chairman. They did so, and then I told them 
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that i':' order that''everyonei: who was"~present 
sh0ul?.have a !full opportunity of asking. me any 
quPstwns, or giving expression to any opinion 
I would only speak for a short time, and would 
a:'swer any question; and that anyone who 
€hsagreed with me could come on to the nlatform 
and give expression to his idea•. At !he end of 
my a?dress I waited, .hut there w:t~ not a single 
questiOn asked, nor drd any person come on to 
the platform to make any remarkH, The hon. 
member for Charters 'rowers is perfectly aware 
that I am not in any way exaggerating the facts. 

Mr. BLACK: They must have been very 
tired of the meeting. 

Mr. DRAKE: They were not very tired of the 
meetmg, because I made it mo&t unuwally short. 
It commenced at 8 o'clock, ::md we were all 
lJ:WUY ~t a qua.rter-past 9. T.hey took a very 
hvely mtere>t m all the meetmgs, arid at the 
others a lot of questions were asked. A vote of 
want of confidence was moved at the first 
meetir:g, and it absolutely failed because an 
amendment conveying a vote of complete con­
fidence was carried by a large majority. There­
fore, what reason have I for supposing that there 
f.a,s been a ch>;nge of publi~ opinion? It is not 
sufficient that a few papers and chambers of 
commerce take it up, to say that there is a 
~ha'?ge. If there has been any cha,nge at all, it 
IS Simply on the surface. It is a, change on 
the part of men whose opinions were never 
convictions, a,nd that is why I think a 
great number of members of this Honse are 
deceived at present. The matter has been so 
industriously worked up from a small centre in 
Bri;;bane that a great many people can hardly 
believe that it has such a slight foundation of 
fact. \Vhat has not changed is the deep con­
viction in the minds of people who know what 
the kanaka is, and have been in contact with him. 
'rhat feeling h>Ls been growing the whole time. 
In the year 1883, when the hon. gentleman at 
the head of the Government swept the country 
on his policy of opposition to kanalm labour, the 
people who rca,lly had deep convictions on the 
subject were mainly rouacl a,bout the black 
labour centres. I think it was dnrin<> that 
election that a gentleman went up from here to 
c?ntest Mac~ay,. and, if I recollect rightly, he 
cl1d not get m, srmply because he only anived 
there the day before the election. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE : Another week would 
have landed him with a smaller number. 

Mr. DR~KB : The strong conviction arising 
from expenence was then only to be found round 
about the black labour centres; but since then it 
ha,s crept all over the country, and I will tell the 
House how I know tha,t. \Vhen I went before my 
constituents I found one or two gentlemen who 
h:>d been on my committee who had changed their 
vrews. 

Mr. STEP HENS : You admitted four a little 
while ago. 

The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD : When are 
you going to publish your reminLcences ? 

Mr. DRAKE: There were four or five per­
sons present who supportetl this vote of want 
of confidence, but I cannot say if they were all 011 

my committee. There were a few who told me 
they had changed their opinions on the subject 
and they gave reasons which I think were falla: 
cious, and which I think they themeelves will 
yet see are fallacious; but I found men scattered 
abou~ my electorate who had been actually 
wo~kmg on the sugar plantations and they had 
not changed their minds a bit. ' 

Tha. HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD : Have they 
got mmds? 

Mr. DRAKE: I think the hon. member has 
parted with his. These men SlJ.id they could do 
the work. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE: They did not do it. 
Mr. DRAKE: They did not do it because 

they said they would not be treated like kanakas. 
It was not a matter of wages so much, because 
a great many of them would work for very much 
the same wages that these so-called free kanakas 
receive, something like 15s. per week-the hon. 
membet for Mackay will correct me if I am 
wrong. The men objected to the conditions 
under which they were called upon to work, and 
the way they were treated. The opposition to 
kanakas is also found in the towns, where they 
are getting 15s. a week wages with rations for 
doing work that can be done by white men. 

The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD : Where? 
Mr. DRAKE : In Brisbane and other towns. 

Does not the hon. member know that there are 
2,500 of them in the colony doing that sort of 
work? 

An HONOURABLE ME~InER : That is untrue. 
Mr. DRAKE: It is not untrue. The census 

of 188() shows that out of 10,000 kar'takas there 
were less than 8,000 engaged in the sugar in­
dustry, including those employed in the mills. 
The hon. member for Townsville last session in­
terjecte<l a remark to the effect that there 
were not 8,000 kanaka,s engaged in the 
sugar industry out of 10,000 in the colony. 
'\Ve know that there is no other field work except 
that in connection with sugar; and we know that 
in the production of sugar they are also engaged 
in the sugar mills. Am I wrong then in stating 
that there are 2,500 kanakas going about entering 
into COm]Jetition with white men r 

Mr. BLACK : Yes ; quite wrong. 
Mr. DRAKE: Then I wish I could get some 

correct ka,naka statistics. I have tried to get 
such statistics over and over again. In July, 
1889, I asked what was the number of time­
expired boys in the colony, and the answer I got 
was, speaking from memor·y, 2,870. Tha,t was the 
:mswer furnished to me by the Government of 
which the hnn. member for Balonne wa,s the 
head. 

The HoN. B; D. MOREHEAD: If that is so, 
it was true. 

Mr. DRAKE: Very well, then, where a,re 
those time-expired boys? Are they not working 
in competition with white men? 

Mr. BLACK : No; they a,re re-engaged on 
the sugar plantations. 

Jliir. DRAKE : Mr. Speaker,-! do not want 
to engage in a controversy on this point. I have 
got the figures as correct as I could get them, 
and have quoted from the records. It is 
hardly necessary to speak further on this 
subject now, bnt I hope we shall have full 
census returns before very long, and as soon 
as we get those we shall find out what proportion 
of the 10,000 kanakas are engaged in sugar 
cultivation. I think it will be shown tha,t I am 
not very far wrong in the estimate I have given 
of the number who are walking about the colony 
competing with white men. The men who really 
form the backbnne of the opposition to kanaka 
hbour are not politiciam, bnt the working men of 
the colony who have come directly in to contact with 
it, end knowexactlywhatitis, Thatismyexperi­
encea,tany rate; I have been through my constitu­
ency and found that out. I do not suppose that 
other members have been through their constitu­
encies to ascertain the truth or otherwise about the 
alleged change of public opinion on this subject. 
I shall now state where I think the fallacy comes 
in, in connection with the reasons given by some of 
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those gentlemen to whom I have referred as 
having informed me that they have changed 
their opinion on the subject. They have changed 
their opinion because they have been told--

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Ron. 
W. 0. Rodgkinson): How can you Hpertk so 
ex cathedra as to whether they have chrtnged 
their opinion? 

Mr. DRAKE: How could the Chief Secretary 
speak so ex cathedra? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I stated my 
opinion. 

Mr. DRAKE : And I state my opinion that 
there haB not been the thorough change of 
opinion which it is alleged there has been among 
the people. I say the change is only on the 
surface, and I am going now to state the reason 
why I think some of the gentlemen who have 
told me that they have changed their opinion 
have done so on falhtcious grounds. The reason 
they have given me is that they have been t0ld 
that the colony is now in a state of depression. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE: Is that not correct? 
Mr. DRAKE: That is quite correct; but 

they have been told further that if a Bill is 
brought in providing for the reintroduction of 
kanakas there will at once be a great change in 
the condition of things. Have not the farmers 
whoarenowgetting 1s. 3d. a bushel for their maize 
been told that if kanakas are introduced there 
will be n, great change, and they will get 4s. or 
5s. a bushel ? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. Sir 
T. :Mcllwraith): They might not get 4s. or 5s., 
hut they will ge.t a gre<tt de<tl more than they are 
getting now. 

Mr. DRAKE : I am not sorry to hear these 
interruptions, because they throw a little life into 
the debate. 'fhe men to whom I refer have been 
pointed to the ;'tate of affairs existing in 1882, 
1883, and 1884, and they ha.ve been told that if 
kanakas were introduced now there would sud· 
denly be a return of that prosperity. I say that 
there are.nogronnds for that statement; that there 
are no grounds for saying that if Polynesians 
were reintroduced there would be an extension 
of tlie sugar industry. "\V e have heard that some 
gentleman managing the Colonial Sugar Com· 
pany is reported to have stated that the com­
pany were going to take away their mill next 
October if kanaka labour was not reintroduced. 
That is about the only fact I can get hold 
of upon which, it a]Jpears to me, is based the 
belief that if Polyne,ians were reintroduced, 
there would be an increase in the operations in 
connection with the sugar industry. Is this true, 
in the Governor's Speech, that "a sufficient 
supply of suitable labour is not available to 
enable this industry to be extended, or even 
maintained, in its present position"? 

The CHIEl!' SECRETARY: That is incon· 
trovertible. 

Mr. DRAKE: When there are10,000 kanakas 
in the colony ? When we had a telegram the 
other day from Maryborough stating that there 
were 300 lmnakas going about the town there 
looking for employment; and another telegram 
from Bundaberg stating th&t there were fifty 
walking about the place fishing? 

Mr. DALRYl\fPLI<J : Was that true? 
Mr. DRAKE: I cannot say whether the 

telegrams were true. But upon wh~tt is all this 
talk about a change of opinion in the colony 
based, if it is not upon reports in the papers? 
Have not the nP.wspapers sent special men into 
the sugar districts to report upon the subject? 

'l'he COLONIAL TREASURER : You 
adinit that the newspaper$ are a gauge of public 
opinion? 

Mr. DRAKE: I do not; I regttrd them in the 
same way as I regard opinions expressed at' 
public meetings. I said, in regard to pvblic 
meeting<, that I would not take resolutions 
passed there as absolute proof of a change of 
oi>inion; neither would I take anything that 
appears in the newspapers as abwlute proof of 
such a change. But I listen to everything I hear, 
and read everything I c&n get the opportunity to 
re!td, and form my own conclusions of them. 

The HoN. B. D. MORE HEAD : You believe 
what you like? 

Mr: DKAKE: I accept what commends 
itself to my judgment. I believe that a good 
many members, espechtlJy thme round about 
BrisbQne, confine their reading very much to the 
Brisbane paper~. I do not think they indus· 
triously read the papers from Rockhampton, for 
instance, or from Townsville. 

The HoN. D. D. !VIOREHK\.D : Why should 
they industriously employ their time reading the 
paper.s from RockhamptJn? 

Mr. DRAKE: If hon. members are going to 
rely upon the newspapers for their information in 
regard to this alleged change of public opinion, 
they should read them all, and not just those 
papers published in Brisbane. Well, Mr. 
Spettker, I have spoken at a little greater length 
than I intended to do, but I hal"e been interrupted 
a good cle.al. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Why not 
answer some of the arguments? 

Mr. DRAKE : What are the arguments ? 
The hon. gentleman asks why I do not 
reply to · some of the arguments. If he 
me,ms the arguments pnt forward in his mani­
fE•sto I may state that the accusation he 
Jmtd~ of persons going about the country vili­
fying him and not answering· his arguments, 
fell very far wide of me, because when I 
was before my constituents I relied to a very 
large extent upon the hon. gentleman's mani­
festo. I told my constituents that the facts 
stated in the hon. gentleman's manifesto were 
correct, but I disagreed with him in his con­
clusions. I considered his conclusions were 
illogical from his premises. 

Mr. DALHYMPLE: How? 
1\Ir. DRAKE : I know it will not be con­

sidered likcly that the hon. gentleman should 
express illogical conclusions from his premises, 
but I think that in this. crtse he could not help 
it, because what he had to do was this: He had 
to reconcile facts which are the eame now as 
they were five years or eight years ago with 
the conclusions he has formed now. The facts 
do not change. The hon. gentleman repeats 
the fa~ts, and founds on them a different con· 
elusion altogether. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: On additional 
facts. 

Mr. DRAKE: The additiona1 facl;s are only 
these: The hon. gentleman states that half the 
planters would not fall in with his views and cut 
up their plantations and work them on a diffe. 
rent system, and further he says that certain 
persons have sprung up in the community who 
call themselves leaders of thought, and while they 
say they will not work on the plantations them· 
selves they will not allow anyhndy else to work 
upon them. \Vhere the hon. gentleman seems to 
me illogic~tl is here : He says the plantation 
system is wrong, and should be done <>Way with. 
'l.'he better policy is to cut up the big plantations 
into small holdings, and put white farmers on 
them to grow the cane. If I understand the 
hon. gentleman's manifesto aright, he claims· 
that the policy that has been going on of· the 
gradual co~version of the bifi plantations hi~o 
~;mall holdmgs has been the d1rect result of hi$· 
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legislation in 1885. He sn,ys, moreover, that 
those who have adopted this policy, n,nd cut 
up their plantations for farmers to produce 
the cane by white hbour, have made it a con· 
,picuoussuccess. And now-and here is where I 
think he is illogical-after showing th~1t to be the 
result of his legi>lation of 1885, he sap, Reverse 
that legislation and the process will go on all the 
same. After giving the ]Jianter, fully eight years' 
warning, the hon. gentleman tolfl them that 
after a certain time they would get no more 
kanaka labour, and in view of the coes:<tion of 
Polynesian labour they cut up their planLttions 
as the result of that legislation ; and I contend 
that, if the hon. gentleman now reverses that 
legislation, instead of that process going on we 
will go hack to the old plantation system. 'rhat 
is what I think and what I fear in this matter. 
·when they know that they c.'n get numbers of 
kanakas the planters will go back to the planta­
tion system, and instead of makincc contract~ 
with white men to grow cane for ~them they 
will say, "No, we will not do that. \Ve were 
told by the legislation of 1885 that we would g< t no 
more kanakas, and that is why we did that. ::'\' ow 
that legislation is reversed, and we will keep the 
extra margin of profit, whatever it may be, upon 
the employment of kanakas." That is what I 
fear and granting the premises as stated by the 
hon. gentleman, I cannot agree with him in his 
conclusion that if he now revenero his legislation 
of 1885 we shall go on in just the same conr"e. I 
think the effect of reversing that le;:-ielntion will 
be a return to the cld plantation 'ystem. I speak 
from the information given me by men who have 
actually worked on the sugar plantations. 
I cannot admit the statement that white men 
are unwilling to do the work, and will not 
allow others to do it. I think that if the pro­
ce,;s going on had been continued, and the big 
mill-owners had wanted small white farmers to 
grow cane for them at a price that would be 
remunerative, they could get them. I have 
heard of a contract made as high as 14s. a ton. I 
heard that mentioned '!cS an extreme price, and 
no do11bt it was ; but if the practice was con· 
tinned of allowing white men to grow the 
ca!1e for th.e mills at a fairly remunerative 
pnce, I heheve there would be no difficulty 
in getting w bite labonr to do it. I say 
this .most emphatically, in addition to that, 
that 1f what the planters want is kanaka labour 
because it is so specially fitted for the purpose; 
they should not be allowed to ha Ye any kanakas 
imported until they have made use of those 
alreo,dy in the colony. At the present time, 
unless all our information is incorrect, there is 
any amount of kanaka hbonr avccilable in the 
colony, and I cannot >ee what reason there can 
~e for .thi~ hurry to bring in a lot !Il';re, unless the 
mtentwn 1s te> revert to the old plantation system 
and do away with the little white labour that i,~ 
employed in the production nf the cane. I cannot 
see any reason for the doctrine that has been spread 
about, that if the legislation of 1885 is reversed 
there will be an improvement in the present 
state of things as the result. I do not see how 
that can be, ani! I "m bnrne out in my opinion 
~y the views expressed by a great many people 
m varwus part., of the colony. Again I ha Ye to 
go to l'vlackay, and of couree I mu.~t quote from 
the papers, because I cannot be in every place 
looking up the information for myself. Imme­
diately after the manifPsto was pnhlished, a 
slw_rt su.b-Ieaderappe::>red ir; the 1'riac 1-cl!j Jiercu,.y, 
winch timshed up by saymg somethmg to the 
effect that people must not suppose that 
there was going to be any boom in conse­
quence of the proposed new departure. ln the 
first place, it was said the Chief Secre\ary's 
good intentions might not count for much. 
Then it was said that 1>erhaps Parliament would 

£Mr. DRAKE, 

not allow the kanaka~ to come in. Then, that if 
they were allowed to do so, their introduction 
would be hampered by all sorts of nstrictions, and 
finally the article wound up with the statement 
tho t people might be p~rfectly certain that as 
soon as a reviv<tl of trade took place, there would 
be another agitation to do aw:ty with the kanakas. 

Mr. KELSOK: I undershnd you to take the 
whole of your opinions from the Press. 

Mr. DRAKE: The remark I made with 
reference to the quotation should have pre­
vented the hon. member's interruption. I can 
only get at the opi11ions of the people of l'viackay in 
two ways-either by relying upon what the Press 
says, or by going there myoelf to find out. I 
cannot be going all oYer the country to find out 
these things, and if I am wrong in my statements 
of the opinions of the people there, the contrary 
opinion can be expressed by the hon. member 
representing that district. I think the opinion I 
have e.xpressed is extremely probable, because I 
cannot see what reason there is to suppose that 
people are going to rush into this industry and 
spend more money upon the ;trength of the new 
legislation proposed. I am not quite sure that 
the people who want black labour are wi,<e in 
trying to snatch it in this way. The matter will 
have to be tested by public opinion yet, and a 
general election is not fnr ahead. I am told that 
there are sixty members out of this Parliament 
of seventy-two who were pleilged ccge.inst black 
labour on their election. I have heard that stated 
over and over again. I ~UPi~'ose there will he 
no question about the fact that the Parlia­
ment elected in 1883 was opposed to black 
labpur. It will nut be questioned that when 
the Parliament was elected in 1888 both the 
present members for North J3risbane came 
into power on the policy of no kanaka h1bour. 
I suppose there wiil be nu doubt that when the 
coalitinn Government was formed the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the Government said 
in his election address that there would he no 
black lal1onr. 

:Mr. NELSON: There was no address after 
the co"lition. 

Mr. DRAKg: Yes, there was. I think it 
was something of that sort. The hon. gentle­
man said that we mig-ht depend uvon this, that 
the Government would not propose any policy 
contrary to what he had advoc::>ted before. 

The CHIEF f'ECRBTAHY: I said it mcs 
reeognised that the black labour qm·.<tion was 
settled. 

Mr. DRAKE: Yes; that was it. Under 
thoc-d circumstances shonl<l a Parliament in its 
fifth session, a. Parliament which has already 
]J"'Ssed a Triennial Parliaments Act and affirmed 
the principle of three·year Parlialllents, reverse 
the policy of the country on this subject; and 
what possible reason is therr to hope that the 
incoming Parliament will not again reverse the 
policy? I could not help ejaculating a remark 
when the hon. gelltleman at the head of the 
Government w.ts speaking and when he said, 
"\Vhat is going to restore confidence ? " There 
will be no confidence until there has been a 
dissolution. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE: And none then. 
Mr. DRAKE: Does the hon. member suppose 

for one moment that if a general election is put 
off for a few nwnth::; the eonditim1s a.re going to 
be n,Jtogetber different? Is there any gentleman 
in this House who will venture to predict that 
at any time during the next twelve months there 
will occur a more favourable time for a general 
election than the present? 

Mr. AGNEW: It is a mnch bett.er time now 
than twelve months ago, and it will be much 
better twelve months hence. 
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Mr. DRAKE: I dn not think the hon. gentle­
man has any ground for that supposition. I 
think tbe present is just about as good a time as 
could be chosen for a general P1ection. \Vith 
regard to the supposed change of public opinion : 
whereas I find gentlemen who acted on my com­
mittee before and were strdng supporters of mine 
have changed their opinions on this subject, anci 
would be in favour of a reintroduction of black 
labour, and would he glad if I could see my way 
to vote for it, which, of course, I cannot, I find, 
on the other hand, a great many expressing the 
absolutely contrary opinion. ·while I find these 
two facts I find no difference of ovinion on this 
subject-that this Government has no right to 
deal with the subject. 

Mr. NELSON: Have you an opinion of your 
own? 

Mr. DRAKE: Yes; my opinion is that the 
Government have no right, and I have referred 
to that opinion before. 

Mr. NELSON: That is all we want. \Ve clo 
not want the opinion of your constituents. 

Mr. DRAKE: I will not detain the House any 
longer, because I have spoken at greater length 
than I intended to speak. I have expressed my 
own opinion with regard to the matter : that th'e 
Government have no right either morally or 
constitutionally to deal with the question; and I 
say moreover, as I have heard so much about a 
change ofopinion in the country, that, so far as 
I have been able to ascertain, the feeling in the 
country at the present time is that there will he 
no c_onfidence until there has been "'·general 
electwn, and that the proper course for the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the Government, 
having come forward before the country and 
announced that he has changed his opinion, is 
to go to the country, state that be has 
changed his opinion, and then if the opinion 
of the country is that which he says it is, he 
would come back with a strong following to 
enable him to carry ont what he proposes. But 
if there is such a thing as a pnlitical crime, it 
would be a political crime on the part of the 
present Government to force tltis thing through 
m the last session of a Parliament which is--

Mr. NELSON": Moribund? 
Mr. DRAKE: Yes. I don't know that there 

is another word to more forcibly exprebs the 
miserable, chaotic, dying condition of this Pm·lia­
ment. 

Mr. BLACK said: Illr. Speaker,-The hon. 
member for Enoggera hacl given us a long disser­
tation in replying to His Excellency's Speech. 
The hon. gentleman has confined him,elf ::tlmost 
exclnsively to the subject that he admits he 
knows nothing about except through the medium 
of the newspapers. 

Mr. DRAKE: Oh, no ! 
Mr. BLACK: 'l'he hon. gentleman says he 

has taken all his information from newspaper 
articles. 

Mr. DRAKE : I did not say that either. 
Mr. BLACK: He admits that the only other 

way in which he could get information wouid be by 
making inquiries on the spot. \Ve have had a 
long dissertation from bim on the one subject he 
knows little or nothing about, and he entirely 
ignores the most imp,)rtant matters in His 
Excellency's S[Jeech on which he might be 
expected to have \Jetter knowledge. Now, I 
propose to deal briefly with some of the matters 
contained in His Excellency's Speech. It is not 
necessary for me to reiterate the sentiments 
expressed by hon. members on both sides in 
connection with the severe loss which we 
ha.ve sustained, and also the severe loss 
which the old country has sustained. It will 

be taken for gmnted that we all equally 
deplore both those matters. Now, the most 
important matter undoubtedly contained in the 
Speech is the altered position which the Govern­
ment intend taking up, permanently, I hope, in 
connection with tropical agricultural indus­
trv. I believe it will be admitted that on this 
subject I have been very consistent for the last 
twelve years in this House, and I am pleased to 
find that experience has taught those who thought 
ditierently some years ago that, at all events, I had 
some fnundationforthearguments which I havere­
itemted over and over again, and which I do not 
intend to repeat any more. But I think the 
Government are quite right in calling the House 
together at this early stage to take immediate 
steps to, as far ::ts they can, restore confidence 
in one of our greatest producing industeies, and 
also to bring about a state of affair" which will 
not only r~revent the loss of an important 
industry, but will enable those engaged in it 
to extend their o~erations, and by that means 
ab,mrh a very large amount of the surplus popula­
tion which, I regret to say, we hM·e in our midst. 
No doubt the colony was never in a more 
depressed state than it is at the present time. 
\Ve never had more unemployed. I do not mean 
to say that quecnsland is singular in that respect, 
becaUse there is jnt:3t as rnnch di~tress in V...-ictoria 
and K ew South \V ales as there is in Queensland. 
Dnt I will bay that no colony has got greater 
resources t.han we h>we got- no colony has 
better natural resourct•s, which only want 
rea"maL!e administration and reasonable con­
sideration to make this colony one of the most 
progressive of the whole group. It is to be 
regretted that the legislation of the past has not 
snfficiently recognised the different climatic con­
ditions which prevail in this enormous territory 
of Queensland. I am glad to see that ]mblic 
opinion is entirely changing in this respect, and 
that tbis movement, which has emanated from 
the South-and not from theN orth, Mr. Speaker 
-shows that those in the South are anxious as 
far as possible to retrieve the errors which have 
been committed in the policy of the past in con­
llection with this industry. 

Mr. DRAKE: Do they know anything of the 
subject? 

Mr. BLACK: A great many do; some. do 
not. Some talk, and know little or nothmg 
about it. In a few brief words I will point out 
to the House what this industry is at the present 
time. Of course, hon. members may ask whether 
the reintroduction of black Jabour is going to 
make the colony prosrJBrous at once? It is r:ot, 
hut it is going to prevent the co~ony driftm_g 
into a grtater state of . depret-31011 t~l«ll 1t 
is in at the pre"ent t1me. That 1s the 
position. Last year this colony produced_70,000 
tons of sugar. \V e know roughly that 1t cost 
£10 a ton to produce th::tt sugar-that is, that 
£700,000 was exvended in the production of that 
70,000 tons of sugar. \Ve know also that the 
lmnakas are paid at an average rate of £10 a 
year. The majority of them only get £6 ;,nd 
their ration>', but for the sake of easy calculac!Oll 
we will put it at £10. There are 10,000 of them; 
so that of the £700,000 which the producti?n 
cost £100 000 went to the kanakas, wh1le 
£GOO 000 ,,/ere distributed amongst Europeans­
not n'eccs>.arily to men working on the planta:­
tions. They got their share, but every mecham­
cal industry in the colony, ~nd the co':'l 
indnstry, too, benefited from 1t. T~ere IS 
not an inr!ustry in the whole nf Australia t?at 
distributes more monel- amongst the workmg 
people than tjie sugar 'industry does. That 
cannot he denied and now we are threatened 
with the loss of it: I admit that the production 
of sugar did not fall off last year, That was 
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because there were plenty of lmnnlms in the 
country. But on the 31st December next year 
those 10,000 kanakas, with the excet,tion of a very 
few who have exemption tickets, are due to go 
home to their island;:, And we are placed in 
this position, that without any altern:1tive labour 
it is impossible for those Angnged in the ind\Btry 
to seA their way even to plant their cane this year, 
&nd most certainly not to plant any cane iwxt 
year. That i~ where the nrgency c<imf·', in. It 
is absolutP!y necessary that immeJiate legiH!a­
tion of some sort should take place. If it is 
decided that the industry is to perish, I <ay lrt 
it perish, but let it be on the heads of those 
whose short-sighterl policy has broug-ht about the 
destruction of one of the greatest industries we 
have got. \Ye have nothing to take its place. 
Those rich tropical lands are unfit for maize­
growing, but they are well fitted for the 
cu~tivation of tropical agriculture-for sugar, 
spices, tea, coffee, and manv other indu.;;;~ 
tries of a similllr description, which all 
require the same description of labour. It is 
useless now to talk about the relative merits of 
white men and coloured men. vY e all admit 
that white men are fit to do almost anything 
that anyone can do, but it must be on ccmrli­
tions that they will readily work under. They 
must b~ well paid. You cannot get J<~uropeans 
to work in a tropical canefield unle"s you 
give them a, rate of Wages which the industry 
cannot po~sibly afford to pa,y them. 'Ihe hon. 
member for Enoggera said th~.t, if we go on as 
we are going on, in course of time the plr.nta­
tions will be cut up into small farms, and he 
believes that the planters are prepared to give 14s. 
a ton for cane. As to the price, the hon. member 
is nut far wrong, as I know that a large quantity 
of cane was bought last year at 13". Gd. a ton. 
But why was this good price--and it is a good 
price-paid for the cane? It is quite true that 
some small farmers did grow the cane without 
·any kanakas. But who cut and planted the 
cane, and who manufactured the sugar when the 
P:Lne got to the mill ? It was the kanakas. 
Take away the kanaka and I will guaranteP 
that not a central mill in the colony would be 
able to give more than lO.s. a ton if the whole of 
the cane had to be grown and manufactured by 
white labour. \Ve have had a very important 
experiment made at the central mill. There 
is one good thing the central mill experiment 
h~s done--it has shown the farmer the maxi­
mum price that the central mill can afford to 
pa,v fo~ his ca':'e. But it has not done any gond 
thmg m provmg that cane can be succ,·~sfully 
grown in a commercial. sense entirely" ith white 
labour. vVhen it was decidPd that col· ured 
labour should cease, the central-mill sy o:tem was 
tried; it coilt the country just ahmt £30,000. 
That experiment has not proved a euccess. 
Other experiments also have been tried. \Ye 
fonp.d that continental labour was objectionable 
in many respects. J<'rom Germany it was almost 
impossible to get them, and the opposition to 
the introduction of Italians was very great. 
I would ask those who rdfuse the intro­
duction of Polynesian labour, what do they 
suggest? I would ask those "ho profess to be 
the leaders of men, and who are making a great 
outcry against the continuation of this dePcrip­
tion of labour, to make a suggestion. As yet 
they have made none, and when their men do go 
on a plantation they Mty, "\Ye will not do work 
which is only fit for kanakas." It has been Raid 
over and over again that tropkal agricu1ture 
can_not afford to pay that rate of wages "'hich 
white men should get for working in the tropics. 
If any hop.. member of the Hon"' representi~:g 
that party will make any tangible, practical 
suggestion~something which we can really see 
is likely to prevent the loss of that industry to 

[Mr, BLACK, 

the colony, I will willingly listen to him, and 
if it is anything we could r;afely ad vacate I 
would willingly consent to it. It is a matter of 
too gre ,t importance to be trifled over any 
longer. I hop~J hon. 1netnbers vdll not be 
alarmul at what maY, take place at the next 
generall"\lection. l h?lve no fear of ,yha.t will 
t -fJ\t-1 place at the next general election. \V e are 
here to lr',-;:islatc', and we have just as much right 
to lcgisLfe on this matter a,s v, e should have to 
lrgisla,te on the one n1an one vote question, 
should it be bronght forward. In that case, 
should we hear the objection re~iscd that this is 
a moribund Parliament, nnd that we oi.1ght not to 
legislate upon such an important qurgtion? \Ye 
are here to legi.,late, anrl_we have ae much right 
to legislate· on this Polynesian qnestion as we 
have to legislate upon any other mattE·,r that may 
come before tlw House. 

Mr. DRAKE : \"\'hat about pledge~? 

Mr. BLACK : I know wh:ct my pledgeg are. 
Hon. members have had ample OIJportunity to 
see their constituents. I ha•, e sc~,n mine, and I 
have travelled north, west, and wuth, and I 
firmly believe that the opinion of the country is 
that the legi"btion on this question in the 
past wa.-.; ha~ty legislation. There is no doubt 
it was, and I hope the Rouse will, before 
it is too bte, take euch steps as will pre,·ent 
the loss of this very important industry. 
The Speech says-

~· You will thP,·efore be invited to ren1oye the re ,fric­
tions whicllnmv e\ist upon the nnportation of labonHTS 
from thr~o h l::mds, aml als'"' to make such provh ions 
ns may be ncces~.u·y to preYent them from entering into 
undue competition with European labour in other indu:::;­
tries." 

I entirely agree with tha,t sentence, but I have 
heard hon. members speak this eyening as if the 
subject of Polyne ian labour was an entirely new 
one, which had never been discus,ed before. 
The hon. member for Enoggera talked about 
2,500 Polynesians being actually enga~ed in 
competition with white men. The hon. 
gmtleman is entirely mistaken. I do not 
me,m to cay that there may not be n. 
few exc<eptional cases where the Act has not 
been strictly enforced, but I do give the Govern­
ment credit for this : That they have strictly 
cHried on•, as far as it was po,,sible to do it, the 
provi:;ions of the Polynesian Act, which are to 
the effect that the Poh-nesians shall be kept 
employed on the plantations and in tropical 
a;5ricul tu re. 

Mr. DRAKE : Not in the mills. 

Mr. BLACK: 'fhey are in the mws; they 
shonld be in the mills, and they will be in tl10 
milk 

Mr. DltAKl~: It is contrary to lltw. 

Mr. BLACK : It is not contrary to law. The 
men are E aga:;ed in the cultivation and manu­
facture of sugar. 

J\Ir. DRAKE : 'fhe Act says they are only to 
be employed in field work. 

11r. BLACK : Make any regulations you like 
to prevent them from coming into competition 
with Europeans in the descriptions of work that 
Europeans undertake, and I shall gladly &up port 
it. 'rhere is no n,ntagoniRm to Polynesians as 
long a~ they are kept on the planbtions ; it is 
only when they come into towns, a1Hl if the 
Goverrnnent ca.n see their way to prevent 
thE'tn fron1 cmr1ing· into towns, especially 
at night, that objection will be removed. 
I think the HonE<: and the country may b·' per­
fectlY satisfied that the Government will take 
proper steps to s[\fegnard all the interests of the 
European population. I hope they will also 
take into consideration the necessity of some 
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altered means of recruiting. The Government 
ha dug admitted the necessity of this description 
of labour, I consider it tbeir duty to provide it. 
The phtnters in future should not be involved in 
the buBines" of sending down ships, the control 
of which is entirely out of their hands. Let theUo­
vernment do the whole business, and let the whole 
cost be paid by tht'.,e who employ the kanakas. 
Another matter in the Governor's Speech which I 
entirely approve of is the principle ol ccn>truct­
ing railways, payment to be given in land. It is 
not spoken of in the Speech as "land-gnmt rail­
wn,ys," from which l understand that it is not 
necessarily intended to give the land alongside 
where the railway is going to be constructed. 
'.Ve have arrived at that stage that we are 
unable to borrow the large sums of money 
necessary .for the continuation of our mil way 
policy. \Ve ecnnot remain stag-nant as we are; 
our railw:.ys will have to be extended by some 
means. Lines which hn,ve been commenced at 
both ends, like the Bundaberg-Gladstone line, 
where there is a gap of fifty miles, must be 
completed, and in various parts of the colony it 
is necessary that we should have railwrtyexten­
sion. How is it to be done? \Ve have no 
money nurse! ves ; and we cannot get it. If, 
therefore, we can find any synclicrtte or body of 
men willing to construct our rail ways and trtke 
pn,yment in land instead of in money, I consider 
that the Government woulcl be perfectly right in 
entertaining such a proposal. 

l\:&P. J:~ELSON : Parliament would, 
Mr. 13LAOK : I say the Government would 

be right to entertain the proposal and submit it 
to Parliament for theit· con,,ideration. It is not 
at all likely that even for the sake of giving some 
pet constituency a railway they would ruBh into 
:1 bargain of tho,t description. \Ve cannot 
remain as we me. I know there nre plenty of 
railway·'· round about Brisbane and elsewhere 
which people are most anxious to see extended or 
made, and unless we crtn construct them by this 
system, or by putting additional taxation upon 
ourselves-which I do not think we arP, very 
much inclined to do-l do not se~ how on en,rth 
we are going to continue our railway system. 
\Vith regard to the bonus on the export of 
stock, of course hon. members have seen a 
sketch of the Bill, and when it comes before 
m I think we should do all we possibly can to 
give effect to it, provided that those chiefly 
interesterl, the pastorali9ts, are agreeable to the 
terms. It is one of those things the Government 
nmy very safely promise, because they are not 
asked to contribute a single sixpence, n,nd if the 
pastorali"ts lib• io tax themselves to the extent 
o£ tt qun,rter of n, million sterling, taking the 
money out of one pocket and putting it into the 
other, I do not see any objecti-•n. que good 
effect woulJ be to open up a new field of mdustry, 
which would give employment to a large number 
of people. There is a brief paragraph in the 
i::lpeec.h on the subject of federation, but in the 
present condition of things I do not think the 
country cn,res two stra,ws about fe.;Jeration. I 
have noticed also that those hon. gentlemen who 
have preceded me have :c.ai<l little or nothing' 
about it, and I think we had better set our house 
in order and get our affairs into .a little moTe 
prosperous state before we go into that question. 
l see the southern colonies are not particularly 
c:>ger about it; and I think, at all events, that 
it is a matter that we can very well leave the next 
Parliament to take into cnndderation, Then we 
hn,ve reference made to the provincial sepn,ration 
scheme-the tripartite prooosn,l which wrts 
defeated last sec;sion. I unt'lerstand that the 
Government intend to reintroduce the question 
this session in the shape of a Bill, with what 
success, of course, remains to be seen, \V e only 

know that Parliament defeated it last session, 
and I should very much have preferred it if the 
Government had seen their way to bring in a 
scheme for separation pureandsimpleof the North 
from the South. "From the debates that took 
place last session, it seenFd to me that the House 
was more likely to hvour ab;o;olute sepn,mtion of 
theN orth from the South than th., tri1mrtite scheme 
of provincial government. There is one matter 
which I am surprised the hon, member fnr 
Enoggera did not rder to, :;s it so closely 
affects the farmers and people of the South, 
with whom he is so heartily identified. I mean 
the propo,al to modify the rail way tariff. I do 
not know that there is a more important pas­
sage in the Governor's Speech than that relating 
to the proposed alteration of the r,e.ilway tariff, 
and yet it has been pa',sed over by every hon, 
member who has spoken up to the present time. 
The<e are matters the hon. member for Enozgera 
should devote hio attention to, matters that he 
knows son1ething about-in _,tcad of going wn..nder·­
ing about tbe bush and generalising al1out k.1.nalm 
labour. I "imBrely hope that the Government 
will see their way to so modify their railw<>y 
tariff as to give more direct advantages to the 
farmers than they have at present. I know that 
at the existing low prices it is uJmo,,t impos"ible, 
with the high railway ra.teo, for farmers to get 
their produce to market and realise anything- out 
of it; and rather th8.n se~ produce rotting almost 
on the farms, I think the Govemment should do 
something for those who have done more to 
benefit the colony l;>y settling the lands tlmn 
probably any other class. I should aloo like to 
have seen some reference to the probability or 
the vossibility of g-etting some of our nav:>l 
defence ships manned by our own men, That is 
a matter I referred to last session. 

The CHIEl•' SECRETARY: The corres­
pondence has been laid on the table to-day. 

. Mr. BLACK: I hope it is favournble, If it is 
favourable, I certainly think it vms entitled 
to a small paragraph in the Governor·, Speech. 
Kothing would please me more --and I know I 
express the feelings of a great many of the people 
of the colony-than to see more of our young­
men tmined up to naval pursuits. I shall regret 
to see the time whf'n the agreement expires, nine 
years hence, when we shall be in the same help­
lrc's position we were in before, I am very sorry 
the Bill ever passed, and the onl) satisfaction it 
would give me would be to have the assurance 
that before the ten years during which the 
agreement is to last have expired we should have 
anwngst us a nntnber of our O\Vl1 young.:)ten; 
and men in the mercantile mariue who would be 
able to nu1n, at all e1ents, some of the ships. I 
think, on the whole, that this session, although 
it is the last of this Parliament, is likely to be 
one uf the most important of the whole five, and 
I trust thctt during the debates that may ensue, 
that courtesy of debate will be pursued which 
will enal::le us when we leave this Chamber to 
meet outside just as good friends as we now are, 
I think that any renmrks which would tend to 
irritate one side of the House or the other, 
or nny section of the House, should be guarded 
against. I know some of ns hold very extreme 
views on some subjects, and I will say this, 
that although the leader of the labom party-I 
refer now to the hon. member fur }}undanba­
and I do not always agree, I have never heard 
him say a word which ever gave rtny unnecessn,ry 
irritation to any member of the House. In that 
respect his conduct is desen-ing of being followed 
by some o£us. I have transgressed myself some­
times, but I shall not do so rtny more. I think 
on the whole the Governnwr,t are to be con­
gratulated for carrying out i11 the energetic way 
which they propose to do the policy which has 
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always been our policy, and to which Sir Thos. 
Mcllwraith has evidently converted the Chief 
Secretary. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER sl<id: Mr. 
Speaker,-I think it is due to the hon. member 
who has just sat down to compliment him to 
this extent, that while he has been a member 
of the Rous~, and representing a black labour 
constituency all the time he has been here, still 
he has g•lt the debate out of the black labour 
rut into which it had fallen, and referred to 
other subjects which are equally as important as 
that which has been the subject of the debate 
up to the present time. Too much attention 
has been given to the black labour question. In 
fact, up to the time the hon. member for Mackay 
spoke, we heard very little more than that from 
any hon. member. But we must take a wider 
view of the subject to understand the remarks 
that have been made, especially those of the hem. 
member for Enoggera. I have risen principally 
on account of the remarks ma'1e by that hon. 
member. I want to direct attention to the 
wider view that I take of the subject. Early 
in the year i~ was ttlliJarent to the Ministry 
o.nd to the whole colony that we were in a 
very miserable po:;ition. Business was had; em-
1 •loyment could not be got by men ; the smaller 
financial institutions were shaky ; and there 
was a want of confidence all round, not only of 
ourselves among ourselves, but of people at 
home whose opinions we are bound to value. 
The GoYcrrunenG '"'ere not in a nice position, 
and I know th~>t if we had simply studied our 
own comfort we would have been very glttd to 
have been out of it. \Ye were bouncl to recognise 
the p·•sition, and to face the causes of our con­
dition with remedieF, rmd that is what we have 
attempted to do. \'le saw plainly that there 
\\'as one very prominent point in which we had 
failecl in past legblation, and that we !:ad 
by our legislation hurt an industry that might 
have been prosperous now. That was the sugar 
industry in the North. \Ve saw that plainly. 
lt was vlain to any man who went North. He 
had only to go to the towns to sDe the effect, not 
became there were starving blackfellows there, 
but hecause he would find starving white men in 
all the towns, although he would see evident 
vestigec, of the towns having been much larger 
in past years. That can be seen from Brisbane 
right, up to Cooktown. Then if he went into 
the inte!ior a little and visited the vlantations, 
he would find that what were formerly the 
scenes of industry now show a decaying 
industl'y, and an industry that is bound to 
g'•J unless some means are adopted to keep 
it in existence. \V e had to face that position, 
and we did face it, and we came to the 
concluo;ion that the first thing to be done, the 
best remec.ly at the present time, was under 
proper re,trictions to give them black labour 
again. \V e also faced the question that is such 
a stumbling block to the hon. member for 
E•wggera and other hon. members, of "\Vhat 
will the con'·,tituencies say ?" It would have 
been an ea,;y matter for a weak Ministry to say 
that they would throw the responsibility upon 
the constituencies by going to the country. But 
I ask hun. members to consider the state of affairs 
here for the lasc three montlu,, and say whether 
we would not have put ourselves down as a lot 
of cowards if we had dis:;olved Parliament, and 
left the responsibility upon the country of finding 
a remedy fur the wretchedness of the colony. 
\Ye determined to face the position, and we are 
oom;> that now with the full reoponsibility that 
we are quite prepared to go to the country 
when we see a manifestation that the country 
deoires it. \Ye beliP-ve that the country is with us 
in the policy enunciated by the Chief Secretary. 
When the Chief 'Secretary boldly enunciated that 

policy the country at once sprang to it. Every 
important cantre in the colony rose and said that 
that was the proper policy to pursue. 

Mr. DRAKE : Chambers of Commerce. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : The hon. 
member says" Chambers of Commerce." How 
does the hon. member get his information about 
the change of opinion in the country? Take, 
for instance, the city of Brisbane. At the last 
general election, when I took up the position 
that in order to let volitical matters go on we 
must let the black labour que8tion be dead for 
the time, there were three daily papers in Bris­
bane, all of them opposed to bLtek labour, 
whilst a fourth paper, edited by the hon. member 
for Enoggera himself, was also dead against it. 
Now, if we take those four papers as ,exponents 
of pub!ic opinion in the South-and I think we 
may safely do that-everyone of them, and more 
particularly that formerly edited by the hon. 
gentleman, is now in favour of black labour. 
Is not that an indic:.ttion of the change that 
has taken place in public opinion in the 
colony ? What better indication could we 
have than that? I will take the hon. mem­
ber to his own milk and water meetings. 
The hon. member has conscientiously attended 
to his dutim to his constituency- because I 
will give the hon. member the credit of 
being one of the most conscientious members 
in the House, sparing no pains in attending 
to the wants of his constituency, and ~er­
forming' whatever they may legitimately call 
upon him to do - and they would be a 
very bad lot to plc·ase if they quarrelled with 
him on account of h1s not working for their 
interests. That is why they actually stood him 
at his meetings at all. If he had been another 
member they would have quietly shunted him, 
and said, "\Ye have had quite enough of you"; 
but they would not. They w11nt a member like the 
hon. member, who will perform the duties of a 
member well and conscientiously, and work hard 
for them. At the same time they want a 
member to be of their opinion. They did not 
want to tell the hon. member so in plain words, 
but they did it in fact; and the hon. mem­
ber knows as well as I do that he will have 
to change exactly as the Boornerctng, the 
Cou1'ier, the Observer, and the Telegraph have 
changed before he has the slightest chmce ?f 
getting back for Enoggera again. I have sard 
that the posit.ion of a Minister at the present 
time is not a bed of roses. I admit that what 
we propose is against the opinion expressed at 
the last general election ; but having come tu 
the conclusion that public opinion had changed, 
and knowing that we ourselves had changed, the 
fir,;t thing to do was to let the country know what 
we proposed to do. The ChiefSecretarydid that as 
soon as arrangements could he made, and we then 
made arrangements for the meeting of Parlia­
ment. 'rhat was a much bolder course than 
drivelling on, getting deeper in debt till. the 
month of June, and then coming helple"sly 
forwa.rd and saying "\V e did not get you into 
this fix. The only thing is to have a dissolu­
tion.'' \Ye are prepared to fight it out, and do 
the best for the country, and that is the whole 
object of the policy indicated in the Speech. The 
first thing we want to remedy is the depression 
in the sugar industry. I am not going into the 
kanaka question, but I will simply state as a fact 
that the introduction ofkanakalabour, or the mere 
promise of it, will give a great impulse to the 
colony at the present time. If the hon. member 
for Enoggera studied public opinion he would 
see that the labouring classes, who are so much 
out of employment, are the men who have been 
converted. I admit that the labour leaders have 

, not been converted. It will take a great deal to 
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com'ert them, becauRe they are not out of 
employment. If the hon. gentleman takes the 
most legitimate me,ms to find out wh:.t the 
labouring people think on the question, Le will 
come to the conclu"ion to which I have come­
namely, that the more black men are employed 
on the bUg:tr plan t:ttions the better it will be for 
all the industries in the towns, and in the country 
too. I speak for the towns from my own 
knowledge; and with regard to the country, I 
refer to the meetings held there. Look at 
Mr. Atkinsor,'s speech at Gin Gin. He is one of 
the most sensible men I know, and his speech was 
most eloquent. He said to the farmers, " Look 
how well we lived while the sugar plantations 
were going on! They were gvod customers. 
And look what " lot of ]J0Verty-otricken devils 
we are now ! " That was the gist of his sermon, 
and its truth is abundantly proved. If the hon. 
member will ascBrtain the opinions of such 
people he will find a bettet' indication of public 
opinion than he can get from the Barcoo elec­
tion. Public opinion must not be gauged by 
the B"rcoo election on a question of this sort ; 
and if he think> we were deceived by the 
Barcm> election he is quite wrong. I had 
openly expreHsed my opinion that the Bar,"oo 
election woultl be lost, si m ply because the 
worker;; had complete control of the rolls. The 
policy they advocJ,ted "'as to insist <>11 a con­
tinual rise in wages without the slightest con­
sideration as to the ability of the employers to 
pay higher wages ; and we can scarcely fancy any 
candidate opposed to that policy, so succeP,ful for 
the time, being returned at present. A remedy 
will come in time, however ; and the remedy will 
come, not by employers bringing down wages, 
bnt by employees being ghtd to he employed at 
wag<·swhich the em]'loyer can afford top<1y. Until 
then it is likely that the Barcoo will return 
members pledged entirely to the doctrines sup­
ported by Mr. Ryan, whom I am glad to 
welcome here to-night. His election, however, 
is no indic,,tion of the feelinz- of the country with 
reg<1rd to kanaka labour. 

Mr. DRAKE: How about 1\fr. Campbell's 
change of views while the election was going on? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER :My private 
opinion is that it was a very mean thing. I may 
say that, although I have some influence in the 
electorate, I would not advise anyone to vote 
one way or the other; and so hr as the opinions 
PXlH'P'sed by the candidatPs are concerned, I arri 
just as glad to see Mr. llyan here as I would 
have been to see Ji:Ir. Camp hell; in fact, a great 
deal more so, becaube I believe l\lr, Ryan got in 
on principles in which he believes, but I do not 
think the other man believes in the principles he 
advocJtted. 

The Hox. B. D. MOREH};AD : He has no 
principle.o. 

The COLONIAL TRK\SURER : The in­
troduction of black labour was only one of the 
means by which the Government •,aw they could, 
with the e:.nction of Parliament, iml'rove the 
condition of the country. It is a, deplorable fact 
that has been forced upon us for the laet two 
years that borrowing m<mey for the purpose of 
constructing )>Uhlic works in Queensland is, for a 
long time at all events, at an end ; and we had to 
f.tce that fact, because it involves throwing out 
o[ labour a large number of men who have 
depended on loan expenditure for their living. 
Having faced thr.t fact we were bound to fine! a 
remedy, and that, as is the case with regard to 
the sugar industry, as quicklv as possible. \Ve 
studied the case with regard to borrowed 
money ; and I may be allowed to di1rress 
here in order to show that our position, so far as 
borrowed money is concerned, is entirely different 
from the position of the other colonies at the 

present time. All the colonies are in a bad 
position so hr as the money me~rket is con· 
cerned ; but there is no doubt that a good deal 
of that has been caused by circumstances out 
side the colony. 

'rhe HoN. B. D. MO:l:U<~HEAD : I am sorry 
to hec.r you s"y that we are in a bad pusition. 
I do not think we are. 

The COLONIAL TREASUilER : I feel 
that it is bad, heeause I hardly know bow to]>ay 
my way. 'When the Government saw it wa,; 
not likely that the colony would be able to 
obtain much more loan money for expenditure 
on public worke,, of course we had to cast about 
for other means. New South \Vales and Vic­
toria are precluded from taking the remedy we 
propose to take, becn,use t he1r land is gone. 
'l'hey persisted in the system of borrowing, not 
for the lJUl')><Jse of getting the countTy out of 
difficulties, but for the purpose of prosecuting 
further works; and I wish especially to diruct 
the attention of Queensland and of the home 
country to the fact that any endeavour 
we have made to borrow for the last 
twelve months has n0t been for the purpose of 
initiating anything new, but for the purpose 
of cetrrying out exisl ing oblig;ations. \V e have 
shut down our public works a-; far as we could ; 
but the persistence of the other colonies in 
b0rrowing has kept us from getting the little we 
want. I hope, however, t!mt the financial 
horizon is clParing. I think it is; and if we get 
over this pinch I see nothing to prevent us from 
going on a long career of prosperity, beca,use our 
producing indu~tries were never in a better 
position than they are in at the prp;.ent time, ~o 
br as production ;,, concerned. I shall have 
s-:nnething to say about markets another time. 
\Ve httve therefore every reason to look forward 
with hope. It is absurd to suppose that a colony 
like this should ttllow its best lands to lie utterly 
undeveloped ; and therefore the Government, in 
order to prosecute their scheme, h"ve decided to 
develop the country by extending railways on 
the land-grant system. I am not going to dis­
cuss the principle at the pre:;ent time, because 
that matter will come on in due courc•e; hut I 
mention it as a prominent part of our policy, that 
will not only be the means of providing labour 
in different parts of the colony, but also of 
opening up the land so that indu:,tries m~y be 
multiplied. That it will have that effect there 
can be little, donbt. 'l'hese ere the two 
principal things that are mentioned in the 
(;lovernor's Spee ;h. \Vith reganl to the tax 
upon live stock, I do nut think that is a matter 
worth dwelling on at the present time at,]]. A 
Bill will be before the House in a few days, "nd 
the reason why it has not been a matter for 
legislation before is that wise people thought it 
would not be prudent to de, tl with it unless they 
knew that those immediately intereste<l were 
willing to be t:.xed. I have always thought it 
would not be a justifiable thing t0force a tr>x upon 
the stockowners of t.he country, and then give it 
back in the shape of a bonus, unlehs they thought 
themselves that it wnuld be to their advantage. I 
thought they should be consulted fiTst, and now that 
the stockowners have eaid they are agreeable to 
be taxed, there is no rloubt in the minds of the 
:Minietry that it will be an unmitigated good to 
the colony, and it will bestow benefits upon 
people quite outside of those who will pay the 
ta.x. There cfln be no doubt as to the ad vantage 
it will be if we really sneered in that experi­
ll1ent of forcing new tnarketH in variouR countries, 
and that is the object oft he experiment. Of course, 
the conditions must have the acquiescence of the 
stuckownms, ani! I think they will be satisfied 
that the proposed Act will work to their ad van­
tage, and cannot be characterised, as the hon, 
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member for 1fackay characterised it, as taking 
money out of one pocket and pntting it into 
the other. That will not be the effect at all. It 
i8 fostering a new industry altogether, and 
making· tho··e who will benefit, but who will not 
stand the rhk, support it in the only manner 
possible-namely, by putting down their capital. 
I belie;·e my,elf that it will be successfnl; but 
the whole matter will be dealt with in due time. 
I hope that the questions now before the House 
will not be debated in a reckless spirit. I do not 
think there is much chance of that. Pero;onally, 
I may say that I do not fear the advent of labour 
candidates into thi.., Chamber. I would rather see 
them inside than brer<ling sedition outside. 

The HoN. B. D. MOREHEAD: Why should 
they br"eed sedition at all? 

The COLOKIAL TREASURER : My 
opinion is that they do so, and I shall be glad to 
see them inside in small numbers. I have no 
doubt they are very fine fellows, and know a 
g-reat drc"l, but they will learn a great deal here, 
and will be <tble to teach better doctrines to men 
outside. For that, if for no other reason, I 
shall welcome their pr<'sence, and I am sure 
that the more of them there are here, the more 
sober will they be in their ideas. It has been 
too great a strain upon one man. There was 
only one a year or two ago, and now there 
are three, and there may be three or four 
more after the nf·xt general election, so 
that they will be able to form a small 
party, divide the spf·aking amongst them, 
nnd ilnpreRs their id en.; upon our legislation. 
I hope the Bills that the Government will bring 
bdore the House will have their very best 
attention. In fact, I believe they will, and that 
they will be treated without any recklessness. 
The hon. member for Ealonne wished me to 
refer to the correspondence with the Dank of 
England. I did not intend to do so now, but I 
think it is right that I should take the first 
opportnuity of putting mysfl!f right so far as I 
possibly can. In regard to my first criticism 
upon the Dank of England, except the language 
which was u&ed, and which I did not like myself, 
I ha;-e nothing to withdraw; but in reference to 
the second speech, the Bank of England put the 
facts so very differently that I withdrew and did 
so at once. Hon. n.embers will see that I took 
every prc"aution before I made the remarks I 
did to see that I was well informed. ·while the 
di,;cussion wa,; going on, between my first and 
S"cond speeche,., I telegraphed to the Agent­
General and asked him whether the Bank of 
l~nglancl hat\ suboctibed any of the loan as it 
ultimately rasHed, and the answer was that the 
Rmk had not. That reply was followed by a 
letter in which he said that the Bank had not 
clone ',O, and in which he S'ave the actual men 
who did subscribe, showmg that the Bank 
bad not. The Dank of England afterwards 
saw that correspondence, and did not object 
to it, and in the letter they wrote in answer 
to my first speech they ·'·aiel themsel Vt s that 
they had not subscribed, and gave as the 
reason for it that it had been previously sub­
s~ribed by others. Now, in the letter in which 
the Dank o£ England renounced business with 
the Queonshmd G<nernment, they made the 
statement that as a matter of fact they did 

. ;ubwribe £G70,000, and they produced from their 
bro],ers a letter to show that they had done so, but 
tl:ut they hacls ,]c] the stock immediately, so that it 
was not in their possession. That news only uame 
t<J me this month, and only in the letter in which 
they r.:.nuuDced our business. The rnost severe 
things I mid 'Nere in my second speech, and I 
could nut consider the Dank to blame for having 
clone what some London papers blamed them for as 
a ~hady thing-namely, to try to raise the price of 

a Queensland loan by even promising to subscribfl 
such a large amount. It would have been ba"e 
ingratitude for me to say they were to blame 
if I had known the facts, but I took it as 
true that they had not subscribed at :11!. Now 
they tell me that they did subscribe, and as r 
believe myself that they always had the inten­
tion of subscribing if no one else took up 
the burden from their shoulders, I will­
ingly withdraw everything that I have said. 
I wished to make that statement as soon as I 
had the opportunity of doing so. If hon. mem­
bers will take the trouble to read the wild com­
ments which have been made on this subject 
they will see what gross ignorance lias been dis­
played hy newspapers at home in regard to 
colonial politics, and I think they will excuse 
some temper on my part. The Times, for 
instance, in a leader full of abuse, in which it 
speaks of me as an unmannerly man-I am not, hy 
the wav, responsible to the Tirnes for my manners; 
as long as they please this House I am perfec~ly 
satisfied-and criticises my action, tells its readers 
that I was the very man who got the colony 
into all its present difficulties. 'fhe article, re­
ferring to the statement that my main object in 
speaking as I did was to save future Tre&surers 
from falling into the samecircumstances in tow hich 
I had fallen by warning them against putting their 
trust in banks, said what a pity it was that Sir 
Thomas Mci!wraith did not do that some years 
before. \Yhat was it that threw me out of power 
in 1883? \V as it not doing exactly the same thing? 
Have I nut been called the financial Cas:"andra of 
politics bec:<use I have insisted continually on 
putting an end to borrowing, anrl in place of that, 
upon obtaining money for building our railways 
from different sources? Men making such state­
ments make them from pure ignorance, and such 
criticisms fill me with nothing but contempt. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: HeDr, hear_! 
Mr. STEVENSON said: Mr. Speaker,-Iam 

sure the House and the country must be very 
well pleased with what has just fallen from the 
Treasurer. I am perfectly satisfied that there 
will be a feeling of relief throughout the country 
such as has not existed for some time pnst in 
connection with this matter. I believe that the 
statement the hon. gentleman has made will do as 
much good as any discussion on the kanaka ques­
tion, ancl I only wish the Chief Secretary had made 
his apology in the same unreserved way. I am 
perfectly certain that wlutt has fallen. from the 
Treasurer will have a very beneficial effect in the 
country. and will be accepted at home in good 
faith. I am not going to say much on the 
Governor's Speech, nor to discuss the kanaka 
question at any great length, although I am not 
afraid to discuss it. Ib is i'retty well known 
that I have always been in fa your of the employ­
ment of kanaka labour, not only on sugar planta­
tions, hut also in some work in connection with 
pastoral pursuit.s when we could not n.fford to pay 
high wages to white men ; and I have never given 
any pledge to vote against the introduction of 
kanakas. Notwithstanding that the hon. 
member for Enoggera has said that eO many 
members of this House are pledged against 
kanaka la hour, I do not think· that such is 
the case. At the last general election the 
kanaka question was looked upon almost as a 
dead letter ; in fact, as the Chief Secretary has 
said, it was looked upon as settled. But, as the 
hon. gentleman has pointed out, circumstances 
have now changed. I do not agree with what 
the hon. member for Enoggera has said with 
reference to the Barcoo election ; neither do I 
concur in what was stated by the Treasurer on 
that subject. I do not think the Barcoo ('Iection­
can he looked upon as a contested election at 
the finish, because the pastoralists, after theh'· 
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man, Mr. Budge, went :wrong, ceased to take 
any interest in it. They did not get the man 
they wanted as a candidate, and did not 
give even a half-hearted support to Mr. 
Campbell, who stood against Mr. Ryan. The 
only people who took any interPst in the election 
were the executive of the Pastoralists' Asso­
ciation in Brisbane, and, just as the election was 
coming on, the whole of the members, with the 
exception of one, went to JJ1eluourne, and they 
then took no further interest in the conte"t. 
There was no opportunity, after Mr. Budge 
retired, of bringing out any other candidate. 
'rhe pastoralists might possibly have given a 
kind of half-hearted support to Mr. Campbell, 
and I believe some of them did; but, as I have 
already stated, half the squatters in the Barcoo 
electorate were away in :Melbourne at the time. 
When, however, Mr. Campbell, in his speech at 
Isisford, distinctly turned round and said he 
would vote against black labour, they would not 
support him. The hon. member for Enoggera 
gives that change of front as the reason why Mr. 
Campbell got no support at all, but I consider 
that was the very thing which killed his chances 
of election, because the squatters saw that he 
was a man without any mind of his own-neither 
fish, flesh, fowl, nor good red-herring-and they 
would sooner have a man who had opinions of 
his own, and would stick to them, than a man 
upon whom they could not rely. That was the 
reason why Mr. Ryan had what may be 
called a " walk over" for the Barcoo. I 
noticed that at one polling-place-Wellshot­
where there must be fifty or sixty men, 
there was only one vote given. I suppose that 
must have been the \'ote of the manager, because 
he wuuld probably support Mr. Campbell. I 
took some interest in the election myself until a 
certain time, when my interest in the matter 
ceased. I heard several squatters from the 
Barcoo district say that they would rather see Mr. 
Ryan elected than Mr. Campbell, because the 
latter was not to be trusted as a politician. At 
any mte, I am perfectly satisfied that, even 
supposing the feeling in that district was opposed 
tn black labour, it cn.nnot be taken as a criterion 
of the general feeling in the country, especially 
in the coast and sugar districts. The fact that 
the Barcoo returned a member opposed to 
black labour does not prove that the people in 
the sugar districts entertain the same opinion. 
The hon. member for Enoggera will persist that 
this Parliament has no business to deal with the 
kanaka question, but the Chief Secretary has 
clearly pointed out that if we wait for a disso­
lution and leave the matter to be •ettled by a 
new Parliament it will then be too late. By that 
time many of the plantations would be shut up 
altogether, and the industry would he completely 
destroyed. The hon. member for Enoggera 
said he heard of only one mill that was likely 
to be shut up and removed to :Fiji, and that was 
the Colonial Sugar Company's mill; but I know 
very well, and I am sure the hon. men:.ber for 
Mackay, Mr. Dalrymple, will be able to tell 
this House that there are many mills, not only 
in the Mackay bnt in other districts, that have 
been shut up for a long time. 

Mr. DRAKE: Yes; but that is because the 
bigger mills are doing the work. 

Mr. STEVENSON: I do not belong to a 
sugar district, and I cannot say that that is not 
so; but I am satisfied that many mill8 have been 
shut up and more will be shut up if the extension 
of the Act is not agreed to. That is all I have to 
say on that subject. I congratulate the Chief 
Secretary upon having had the courage to change 
his opinions on the subject when he saw that the 
circumstances of the colony demanded it. 1 for 
one-and I believe a good many of the members 

of the House will do so, too-will give him all the 
help I can to extricate the sugar industry from 
the trouble it is in now. I need not now 
enter upon the subject of land-grant rail­
ways, but I am glad to find that the Chief 
Secretary has also changed hie mind on that 
suuject. The Colonial TreasurAr h11s said we will 
have an opportunity to consider the stock tax in 
the future, so I need say nothing about it now. 
l congratulate the cnuntry on the stand that has 
been taken by the Chief Secretary, and I hope 
we shall all work together to get the country into 
a more satisfactory state than it'is in at pre;ent. 
Vv'ith regard to the bugbear held up in c0rtain 
quarters concerning labour trouble and labour 
members, I am not at all frightened to see labour 
members in this House. So long as we get common­
sense and intelligent men from the workingclas"es 
I think labour ought to be repnsen ted in this 
House. What we want is to get rid of the 
cunning schemers who mischievously mislead 
men. Those are the men we want to keep out of 
the House and to prevent them from influencing 
the working men. So long as we get common­
sense intelligent men, wh•' have the good of the 
country and the good of the workers at heart, we 
need not fear to have labour memllerfl of tha.t 
class in this Houoe. 

Mr. SALKELD said: Mr. Speaker,-I move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
On the moLion of the CHIEJ<' SECRETARY, 

the rt>sumption of tlw debate was made an Order 
of the Day for to-murrow. 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPOllT. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 

letter from the Auditor-General upon the Bnbjcct 
of the investment of the funds and the condition 
of the securities of the Government Savingel3ank. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY eaid : Mr. 
Speaker,-I move that the paper be printed. 

Qne3tion put and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The CHIEJ<' SECltETAUY said: Mr. 

Speaker,·-I move that this House do now ad­
journ. 

Question put and passed. 
The Home adjourned at five minutes to 10 

o'clock. 




