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Question.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Wednesday, 19 November, 1890,

Petitions—Licensing Act Amendment Bill—grants to
schools of art. -— Question. — Question Without
Notice. — Census Bill—third reading.-—Valuation
and Rating Bill—Legislative Council’s amendments
~committee.—Supply—resumption of committee.
—Adjournment.

The SpEakER took the chair at half-past

3 o’clock.
PETITIONS.
LicENSING AT AMENDMENT BILL.

Mr, BARLOW presented a_petition from the
office-bearers of the Women’s Christian Temper-
ance Union against the Licensing Act Amend-
ment Bill now before the House ; and moved that
it be read.

Question put and passed ; and petition read by
the Clerk.

On the motion of Mr. BARLOW, the petition
was received,

GRANTS TO SCHOOLS OF ART.

Mr. GRIMES presented a petition from the
School of Arts at Rocklea against the reduction
of the endowment to schools of art; and moved
that it be received.

Question put and passed.

QUESTION.
Mr. GLASSEY asked the Attorney-General—

1. Is it in aecordance with constitutional practice for
a minister of religion to be appointed to, and continue
1to 3% amembey of, the Legislative Council of Queens-

an

2. Is he aware that the Honourable Frederick Thomas
Brentnall, who was appointed a member of the Legisiative
Council of Queensland on the 17th day of April, 1886,
was in receipt of pay and officiating as a minister of the
‘Wesleyan Church up to and after the date of his appoint-
ment ?

3. Were any inguiries made and assurance given that
the said Honourable ¥Frederick Thomas Brentnall was
not in receipt of pay and officiating as a minister of
religion at the time of his appointment to the Legisla-
tive Council of Queensiand?

4. If any such inguiries were mads and assurance
given, will he kindly state the nature and resuit of such
inguniries?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. Sir 8.
‘W. Griffith) replied—

1. Ministers of religion are not disqualified by law
from sitting in the Legislative Council; buf there is no
instaunce, so far as I am aware, of the inteutional
appointment of a minister of religion to the Legislative
Council of Queensland, .
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2. T have seen in the Press a report purporting to be
a report of the examination of the hon. gentleman re-
ferred to, in which he is reported to have said on the
25th September last that he was for some lime after
1883 in receipt of a supernumerary’s allowance as a
minister of the Wesleyan Church, and that he received
the last instalment of it in July, 1888, and was still
entitled to draw the allowance., I have no further in-
formation on the subject mentioned except that stated
in answer to questions 3 and 4,

3 and 4. Before recommending Mr. Brentnall’s appoint-
ment, I made inquiries from him as to his conunection
with the ministry of the Wesleyan Church, and I was
assured by him that his connection with that ministry
had absolutely and entirely ceased.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE.

Mr. SMITH said : Mr. Speaker,—I wish to
ask the Chief Secretary, without notice—Whether
the Government have considered the advisability
of sending some medical gentleman to Europe to
investigate Dr. Koch’s cure for consumption ?

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir S. W. Griffith) said:
Mr. Speaker,—I can hardly say that the Govern-
ment have formally considered the matter. It
was incidentally mentioned at the meeting of the
Cabinet this morning, but the Government can
see no reason for despatching from Queensland a
medical man for that purpose. The discovery
will no doubt be made public to the world with-
out any such intervention.

CEXNSUS BILL.

THIRD READING.

On the motion of the COLONIAT, SECRE-
TARY (Hon. H. Tozer), this Bill was read a
third time, passed, and ordered to be transmitted
to the Legislative Council for their concurrence,
by message in the usual form.

VALUATION AND RATING BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS,

On the Order of the Day for the consideration
in committee of the Liegislative Council’s amend-

" ments in this Bill being read,

The PREMIER said: Mr, Speaker,—I move
that you do now leave the chair.

Question put and passed.
COMMITTEE.

On clause 8-—“Notices may be printed or
written”—

The PREMIER said the first amendment
made by the Legislative Council in the Bill was
in clause 8, which provided that any notice
under the Act should be in writing or printed,
and be signed by, or bear the printed signature
of, the chairman or clerk of the local authority.
The Legislative Council proposed to amend the
clause so as to make it read every notice ‘‘by
or on behalf of the local authority” should be
signed, etc. Of course the clause meant that.
There was no objection to the amendment, and
he moved that it be agreed to.

Question put and passed.

On clause 11—*“What shall be ratable land ”—

The PREMIER said the Legislative Council
had amended that clause, which provided that
one of the exemptions from rating should be land
vested in trustees for any agricultural or pastoral
society for the purposes of a show ground. To
that the Council had added the words ‘‘or race-
course”; that was to say that land vested in
trustees for any agricultural or pastoral society
for the purposes of a racecourse should be exempt.
He did not know whether there was any race-
course held by such trustees or not. He moved
that the amendment be disagreed to as a matter
of principle, because it was an attempt on the part
of the Legislative Council to make exemptions
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from taxation which that House had imposed.
He proposed to give the reasons for disagreeing
with the amendment when moving that the
amendments in clause 13 be disagreed to, as
that would be the more convenient course to
adopt.

. The How. J. M. MACROSSAN said he be-
lieved there was a racecourse in Brisbane in the
possession of an agricultural society.

The PREMIER : Where?

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: At the
Exhibition grounds. Races are held there con-
tinually.

An HoxotrasLe MEMBER : Foot races,

Mr, DONALDSON said horse racing washeld
there also, It was not long since the grounds
were lighted up with electric light to enable
people to see the races.

Question—That the Legislative Council’samend-
ment be disagreed to—put and passed.

On clause 12—* Valuation of ratable land "—

The PREMIER said the Legislative Council’s
amendment in that clause was merely verbal,
and he moved that it be agreed to.

Question put and passed.
On clause 18— Mode of making valuation”—

The PREMIER said he moved that the Legis-
lative Council’s amendment in that clanse be dis-
agreed to. The Council by their amendment
had altered the whole basis of the Bill, and sub-
stituted another scheme of faxation for that
adopted by that House. Of course no one dis-
puted the right, or rather the power, of the Legis-
lative Council to throw out any Bill sent up to
them, but the Assembly had always maintained
that the Council had no right to alter certain
Bills, or certain portions of Bills. They had no
right to alter an Appropriation Bill, and no right
to alter a taxation Bill. That principle had been
uniformly established and maintained by the

Assembly, and had never, so far as he knew,:

‘been yielded. Without going back a very long
time, he might mention two or three instances.
In 1876 a Navigation Bill was passed by that
House. The Legislative Council made amend-
ments in it which in some manner affected or
altered the taxation or the revenue of the
country ; he had forgotten the exact cir-
cumstances. The amendments were excellent
in themselves, but, acting on the principle
always laid down and followed, the Assembly
could not accept them; coming from the Legis-
lative Council. In accordance with the practice
of the Imperial Parliament in such cases, the
Bill was laid aside; and a new Bill was intro-
duced, in which were embodied the good pro-
posals made by the Council ; that Bill was sent
up o them and aceepted. That was an instance
where the amendments of the Legislative Council
were good in themselves and acceptable to the
Assembly, yet the Assembly could not accept
them as amendments of the Legislative Council
In 1879 the first Divisional Boards Bill was passed
by the Assembly, and the Legislative Council
proposed to amend it by altering the basis of
taxation, as they had done in the present instance,
Strangely enough, on that occasion they proposed
to adopt the system of rating which they now
disagreed to—that was, to adopt the unimproved
value of land as the proper basis of rating.

The Hon, J. M. MACROSSAN: They are
wiser now.

The PREMIXR said that when that Bill came
back to the Assembly the then Premier, the pre-
sent Colonial Treasurer, moved that the amend-
ment be disagreed to, and pointed outtheprinciples
which had been adopted by the House of Commons
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in England, which had alwaysbeen followed in this
colony. In the argument he used in the first in-
stance, however, the hon. gentleman referred to
the general question of taxation for Imperial pur-
poses, and did not advert to the question of
taxation for local purposes. He (the Premier)
followed him, and, while maintaining the general
principle, said he was not satisfied that the
argument applied to loeal taxation. The hon.
gentleman then spoke again, and pointed out
plainly that the same principle applied to local
taxation, and quoted cases in proof of it. He
(the Premier) had admitted that that was
80, and that it was quite clear the amendment
could not be accepted. He therefore supported
the position the then leadsr of the Government
had taken up. The Bill went back to the Legis-
lative Council, and in the first instance they
insisted upon their amendment. When it was
returned the Assembly insisted upon their dis-
agreement for the same reason—namely, that the
amendment was a distinet interference with the
undoubted privileges of the Legislative Assembly.
That was on the 22nd September, 1879. Thenext
instance where a question of the kind arose was
in 1885, when the Legislative Council attempted
to amend an Appropriation Bill. Hon.
members who were in the House at the time,
and indeed all other hon. members, he pre-
sumed, would be aware of what followed.
An attempt to amend an Appropriation Bill
was so entirely unprecedented that the Govern-
ment of the day proposed a joint committee of
both Houses to consider the position of public
business—because no supplies were granted, and
as the Assembly could not aceept an amendment
to an Appropriation Bill, the Appropriation Act
could not be passed. On the recommendation of
that committee both Houses agreed to state
a case for the opinion of the Privy Couneil,
submitting two questions which were quoted in
the memorandum read by Mr. Speaker last even-
ing, Those questions were :—

«“1, Whether the Constitution Act of 1867 confers on
the Legislative Council powers co-ordinate with those of
the Legislative Assembly in the amendment of all Bills,
including money Bills ?

2, Whether the claims of the Legislative Assembly,

as set forth in their message of 12th November, are well-
founded ?”’
The Privy Council answered the first of those
questions in the negative; that was, that the
Legislative Council had not co-ordinate powers
with the Assembly, and the second in the affirma-
tive—that was, that the claims of the Assembly
were well-founded. The claims of the Assembly
were put forward in their message on that occa-
sion in two paragraphs, both of which were also
quoted by Mr. Speaker last night. The first
paragraph stated :—

It has generally been admitted that in British colo-

nies in which there are two branches of the legislature
the legislative functions of the Upper House correspond
with those of the IIouse of Lords, while the Lower
House exercise the right and powers of the House of
Commons.”
And they went on to point out that that was re-
cognised by the Standing Orders of both Houses,
and by the form of the preamble used in Taxa-
tion and Supply Bills—which had been adopted
in all such Bills passed during the present ses-
sion. The second paragraph referred to the sole
right of the Assembly to deal with supplies.
The question, so far asit was a legal question,
arose on the 2nd section of the Constitution Act,
which provided that—

s All Bills for appropriating any part of the public
revenue for imposing any new rate, tax, or impost,
subject always to the limitations hereinafter provided,
shall originate in the Legislative Assembly.”

The Legislative Council contended that although
all such Bills should originate in the Legislative
Assembly, yet that in the amendment of all
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Bills their powers were co-ordinate with those of
the Legislative Assembly. The question arose
in 1885 on a Bill for appropriating a part of
the public revenue. The question now arose
on a Bill imposing new rates or taxes. The
words were the same in both instances, and
there could be no doubt that whatever
argument applied to one case applied to the
other, As to the propriety or otherwise
of a nominee House determining the incidence
of taxation, he did not propose to speak. M,
Speaker, last evening, quoted the authorities on
the question, and as he assumed hon. members
had read that memorandum he did not consider
it necessary to repeat them. The principle was
clear that the House of Commons had, for the
last 200 years, insisted that all matters of taxa-
tion belonged to the Commons ; that the amount,
incidence, and disposition, and the persons by
whom it was to be collected were matters for the
Commions ; but that in incidental matters the
Lords might amend such Bills, Forthereasons Mr.
Speakerhad given, aswellas thosehe (the Premier)
had pointed out, that the Assembly had always
maintained the exclusive right to deal with ques-
tions of money, and the raising and expenditure of
money, he thought they ought to disagree with
the amendment—unless they were prepared to
allow the Upper House to control the taxation
of the country. That House, of course, had the
power of veto, but that the Assembly could not
help. The Assembly had never since it was esta-
blished in 1860 allowed an amendment of that
kind to be made by the Legislative Council.
He moved, therefore, that the amendment of the
Legislative Council in that clause be disagreed to.
He had had circulated a printed copy of the
formal reasons proposed to be given,

Mr. DONALDSON said he had, of course,
no intention of opposing the motion, The
memorandum read by the Speaker last night
was very clear on the point. But he was not
ashamed to confess that he had altered his opinion
considerably since the Bill was before the House,
and he had considerable sympathy with the
amendments that had been introduced into it by
the Legislative Council. At the same time he
was not going to be a party to the Assembly
having its privileges curtailed in any way; and
for that reason he should certainly feel 1t his
duty to support the Premier in his motion that
the amendment be disagreed with. There was one
suggestion he would make, and that was that if the
same course was adopted in the present instanceas
was adopted in 1876 with the Navigation Bill, the
Bill might possibly be amended in such a way as

to alter the incidence of taxation in the direction ,

provided by the Council’s amendment ; but such
an amendment should certainly not come from
the Upper House. A certain course, as the hon.
gentleman had pointed out, was pursued with
regard to the Navigation Bill, and he should not
be sorry if the same course was followed with
regard to the present Bill. The proposal would
have to come from that Chamber instead of from
the Legislative Couneil,

Question put and passed,

On clause 15— Valuers —which the Legisla-
tive Council had amended by the addition of the
following proviso :—

‘“ Provided that the local aunthority may make, or
alter, or amend any valuation.””

The PREMIER said that the clause, as sent
up from the Assembly, provided that a local
authority might employ valuers, who should
make and refurn valuations in a certain form.
It was further provided that a valuation so
returned might be adopted by the local authority
with or without alteration, and that when
adopted the valuation should be the valuation of
the local authority. The amendment of the
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Legislative Council made no difference whatever
in the meaning of the clause, and in effect
merely summarised its meaning in a proviso,
There could be no objection to it, and he would
move, therefore, that theamendmentof the Legis-
lative Council in the clause be agreed to.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the PREMIER, the amend-
ments of the Legislative Council in clauses 29,
30, and 41 were disagreed to for the reasons
previously given for the disagreement to those
made in clause 13,

On clause 65— Mode of estimating annual
value for the purpose of voting,” which the
Legislative Council proposed to omit—

The PREMIER said he would move that the
Committee disagree to the omission of the clause.
The omission of the clause and the alteration of
the 2nd and 8rd schedules as proposed by the
Legislative Council, would have been proper
amendments if the other amendments the Com-
mittee had disagreed to had been adopted.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the PREMIER, the amend-
ments of the Legislative Council, omitting
schedules 2 and 3 and inserting new schedules,
were disagreed to, as consequent upon those
amendments first disagreed to.

On the motion of the PREMIER, the House
resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported that the Com-
mittee had agreed to some amendments and
disagreed to other amendments of the Legislative
Council, and the report was adopted.

The PREMIER said : Mr. Speaker,—1I beg to
move that the Bill be returned to the Legislative
Council with a message intimating that the
Legislative Assembly—

Disagree to the amendments in clauses 11, 13, 29, 30,
and 41 for the following reasons — .

Because (as pointed out by the Legislative Assembly
in their message of 12th November, 1885, giving their
reasons for disagreeingto an amendment of the Legisla-
tive Council in the Appropriation Bill of that year) it has
been generally admitted that in the British Possessions
in which there are two Houses of Parliament, one of
which is nominated and the other elected, the legisla-
tive functions of the Upper House should eorrespond
with those of the IIouse of Lords, while the Lower
House exercises the rights and powers of the House of
Commouns: This analogy is recognised in the Standing
Orders of both Houses of the Parliament of Queensland
and in the form of preamble used in Supply and Taxa-
tion Bills, and the Legislative Assembly have hitherto
invariably and successfuily asserted their privileges on
the basis of this analogy :

Tor two centuries the Commons have claimed, and
the Lords have acquiesced in the elaim, that in Bills
which impose taxes, rates, or other pecuniary burdens
upon the people, although the Lords may make amend-
ments, those amendments must not make any altera-
tion in the amount of the tax orrate, in the disposition
or direction of it, or in the persons appointed to manage
it, while the Commons have not objected to alterations
in other parts of such Bills not relating to those
matters:

The Legislative Assembly have always claimed the
same privileges:

The second section of the Constitution Act of 1867
uses the same terms to distinguish the respective rights
of the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly
with respect to Appropriation Bills and Taxation Bills:
The rights of the Legislative Assembly and the powers
of the Legislative Council with respect to appropria-
tion Bills have been authoritatively declared by the
Privy Council upon a case stated in pursuance of &
joint address of both Houses to Her Majesty agreed to
on the 17th November, 1885:

The same principles are obviously applicahle to Taxa-
tion Bills:

The Legislative Assembly are therefore unable to
agree to the amendments now in question, which alter
the amount and incidence of the taxation to beimposed
under the Bill, ’
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Disagree to the omission of clause 65, and to the
omission of schedules 2 and 3 and the insertion of new
schedules—

Because these amendments are consequent upon
those first disagreed to.

And agree to the other amendments of the Legis-
lative Council—

Because they do not infringe the privileges of the

ILegislative Assembly asabove defined.
I may add that it is usual when agreeing to
amendments of the Legislative Council in taxa-
tion Bills, to assign the reasons why this House
does agree to them, and that is why the last
paragraph is added to this message. Otherwise
1t is unusual to state reasons for agreeing to
amendments of the Legislative Council,

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY,
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE.
On the Order of the Day being read,

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. Sir
T. Mecllwraith) said: Mr, Speaker,—I beg to
move that you do now leave the chair.

Mr. PALMER said: Mr. Speaker,—I think
this is generally the time when any member
having a grievance brings it forward., I havea
grievance, and I dare say there is no hon, mem-
ber who has not; but, at the same time, I do
not think any hon. member can show a
greater grievance than that I now complain
of. It is with regard to a return I called
for, and which was laid on the table of the
House about a week ago with reference to the
revenue and expenditure in the Gulf country. I
moved for a similar return in 1884, showing the
revenue received from certain sources and the
expenditure of public money in the Gulf country.
T combined the two returns, and I find that
roughly speaking the Gulf country has got a
credit balance—if a balance were struck between
the different districts—of over three-quarters of a
million, without allowing for loan expenditure
and expenditure from trust funds, We stand in
this position: We have paid most liberally into
the consolidated revenue fund of Queensland, and
we have received in return a most dispropor-
tionate amount. And that disproportion would
be augmented in this way : The Customs returns
are given only from the ports of entry, whereas
it is well known that a large amount of Customs
duties arve paid in Brisbane on goods consumed
in the Gulf country. So much so that the Pre-
mier at one time admitted that 20 per cent. of
the duty on goods consumed in that district was
paid in the South, whilst some was also paid at
the Northern ports, I am quite certain that 30
per cent. would scarcely cover the amount of
Customs duties paid on goods landed at Towns-
ville, which proceed inland, and also on goods
landed in Brisbane and shipped to the Gulf
country. The amount might also be angmented
by an error that I see in the returns from occu-
pation licenses. I referred to an error in the
returnsof pastoral rentsin thesettled distriets, and
T think there is also a serious error in the amount
paid for occupation licenses, because on referring
to the Qovernment Gazette of this year I find that
the amount for occupation licenses for this year
alone is £2,000, whilst in the return for ten
years the amount is only given as £7,800. T am
sure there is an error of several thousands of
pounds. I am sorry the Postmaster-General is
not here, because I wish to refer to the hon.
gentleman’s action in declining to accept tenders
for the erection of a post office at Normanton on
the ground that the tenders were too high.
Now, I believe the post office at Normanton is
about the meanest piece of architecture it
would be possible to discover in Queens-
land, The architect—if there ever was an
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architect for the building—should be made to
live in i, or rather to stew in it, as that is a more
appropriate term. And now that tenders have
been called for a new post office, the hon, gentle-
man refuses to accept them because they are too
high. I maintain that the district has over
three-quarters of a million of money to its
credit, and if all the revenue raised in the Gulf
country were expended there, I am certain there
would be no need for my bringing forward a
motion for the construction of a transcontinental
railway, or a Cloncurry railway, or any other
work, for the funds at our disposal would build
railways wherever they were required. I have
just called attention tothismatter to show thatthe
return I asked for was not called for out of any
idle curiosity, but in justice to my constituents,
to show the disproportionate amount of expendi-
ture the far-away districts of the colony receive
in comparison with the very large and handsome
payments they make to the Treasury. I do not
believe in taking up the time of the House when
we are getting near the close of the session, and
I trust that, having directed the attention of hon,
members and of the Government also to this
matter, they will deal with the claims of my
distriet as liberally as my district has dealt with
the revenus of Queensland.

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE.
SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS.

The MINISTER FOR WORXS (Hon, H.
Tozer), in moving that there be granted for the
service of the year 1890-91 a sum not exceeding
£9,621 for the Secretary for Public Works, said
that there was very little alteration in the vote
from last year. It was purely owing fo the
adjustment of the offices since the Civil Service
Board had been through the department. He
might mention that one clerk, who had formerly
been receiving £125, now got £145, and one
clerk who used to be in the Secretary for Public
‘Works vote was wrongly there ; he should have
been in thebuildings branch, and he now appeared
under that heading. With regard to the mes-
sengers, clock-maker, and engine-driver, they
had previously been paid from contingencies,
and were now put on the Estimates.

Mr. DONALDSON said he wished to know
the intention of the Government with respect o
the position of Acting Under Secretary of the
department.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that
last year the late Minister for Works stated
clearly the arrangements made in connection
with the severance of the departments of Works
and Mines, and that the position occupied by
Mr. Robertson was that of chief clerk. The
Civil Service Board had been through the office,
but had made no recommendation on the sub-
jeet. During the year the question would arise
as to the administration of the divisional boards,
which was becoming a large matter, and there
was a possibility that they might be placed under
the Works or under the Lands Department ;
but at present there was no necessity for the
appointment of an Under Secretary for the Works
Department.

Mr. MORRY said he wished to know whether
it was the intention of the Government to dis-
pense with the services of any of the temporary
assistants in the buildings branch ; also whether
the works in connection with the new public
offices had been suspended, and whether the
Minister had any idea of the extra cost of the
foundations of that work ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that
all the temporary assistants in the office had
been dispensed with, as there was not enough
work to keep them going. 'With reference to the
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new buildings, it had been discovered since the
contract was let that at one end the rock was
further down than was expected. On that being
notified to him by the Colonial Architect, he
gave the necessary directions, which involved an
additional expenditure of about £1,800. He
supposed that the contractor in the course of his
operations had found it necessary to get rid of
some of his men ; but, so far as his department
was concerned, the works in connection with the
Treasury Buildings had not been delayed for a
single minute.

Mr. ANNEAR said he wished to know how
many competitors there were for the design of
the new museum ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he was
not able to give the number, but he knew that a
great number competed. The late Government
called for designs, and the design of Mr, McLay,
of the Works Department, was considered
the best. Then the late Government con-
sidered whether they would adopt the system in
force in New South Wales of allowing large
works to be contracted for by competent con-
tractors outside the department, and they
allowed Mr. McLay to resign his position in
order to supervise the work at a remuneration
of 3 per cent., subject to the department of the
Colonial Architect. He thought the arrange-
ment was-both wise and satisfactory.

Mr. ANNEAR said he did not agree with the
hon. gentleman in that opinion. He thought it
was a very wrong system, and that a great
injustice was done to architects, not only in
Brisbane, but throughout the colony. When the
advertisement appeared inviting designs for the

.museum, it was distinctly stated that the de-
partment of the Colonial Architect would super-
vise the erection of the building, and the conse-
quence was that many did not compete who
would otherwise have competed. The design of
a gentleman in the department of the Colonial
Architect, drawing a salary of £300 a year, with
all the information at his fingers’ ends, was
accepted, and he was entrusted with the carry-
ing out of the work., The usual commission
charged by architects in the city was 5 per cent.,
and that would amount to £2,000.

An HoxouraBLE MEMBER : He is to get 3 per
cent.

Mr, ANNEAR said there was a sum of £4,420
on the Estimates for supervising public build-
ings, but the amount for the present year,
including that £2,000, would be £6,420, Yet
there were officers at present in the Colonial
Architect’s office quite capable of carrying out
the work. They supervised the erection of
the Treasury Buildings, and they could also
supervise the erection of the museum. Had
it been known that the person whose design
was accepted would have the supervision of the
building, thére would have been four times as
many designs sent in, and he considered that the
principle adopted by the late Government in
connection with the matter was a wrong one, and
should not be followed by the present Govern-
ment. BEven at 3 per cent. the cost would be
£1,250, and it was an unnecessary expenditure.
He considered that Mr. McLay was given an
undue advantage over men outside.

Mr. NELSON said the hon., member seemed
to imply that Mr. MclLay, in preparing his
design, had abused his privileges by making use of
information obtainable by him in a Government
office ; but Mr. McLay had done no such thing.
The whole of the work done by that gentleman
in making his design forthe museum was done out
of office hours, and out of Government offices.
‘With regard to the calculation as to the enormous
expense that would be to the country, it wasa
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most extraordinary calculation. The hon. mem-
ber stated that the cost of supervising public
buildings was £4,420 per annum, whilst for the
present year, in consequence of the arrangement
that had been made with respect to the museum,
it would be £6,420. There was only £40,000
voted for the new museum, and it was expected
that it would be built within the estimate.
Three per cent on £40,000 was only +£1,200, and
it was difficult to understand how the hon.
member arrived at £2,000.

Mr. ALAND : He made his calculation at 5
per cent,

Mr. NELSON : The Minister statéd that only
3 per cent. was to be paid.

Mr. ANNEAR: I afterwards said £1,250.

Mr. NELSON said the hon. member also
implied by his remarks that the number of com-
petitors was small, That was distinctly contrary
to fact, There was a large number of ex-
hibits, as anyone who took the trouble to
inspect them could have seen for himself. The
walls of two large rooms in the department were
covered with the designs sent in, and the competi-
tion was not only very large, but was also very
keen. As to the principle of making a contract
with the designer of the building, so far from
considering that a wrong principle, he thought it
was one of the best they could adopt. Who was
better able to carry out the supervision of a
building than the man who designed it? There
was no promise made that the Colonial Architect
would-superintend the design that was accepted
or carried out, and it seemed absurd to argue.
that the work of supervision should be taken
out of the designer’s hands and put into the
hands of the Colonial Architect.

Mr. ANNEAR : Mr. Clarke designed the new
public offices, but they were carried out by the
present Colonial Architect.

Mr, NELSON said it did not follow that they
were carried out as well as they might have been.
He was rather inclined to think that if Mr.
Clarke had carried them out they would have
been better than they were now. But there was
another reason why the Colonial Architect should
not carry out the Museum buildings. Though not
nominally or publicly a competitor for the design
of the building he was de facto a competitor.
‘When he was asked to give his opinion on the
designs he honestly told the Government that he
would rathernot, because he had an interest in
one of the competing designs.  Would it not be
rather strange and rather anomalous for a com-
petitor who was the superior officer of the man
who made the successful design to supervise the
carrying out of the design of his inferior officer?
Suchan arrangement would not work for the public
benefit. Ifthewholeof thecircumstances werecon-
sidered, hon. members would find thatthe arrange-
ment which had been made was as good a one as
could be made. He (Mr. Nelson) was very glad
indeed to have had the opportunity of being able
to encourage a young man-like Mr. McLay, who
was only occupying a subordinate position in the
‘Works Department, and yet was able to produce
a design which was successful against a very large
number of competitors.

Mr. SAYERS said they always found that
matters like that which was now under con-
sideration could be explained away, but public
opinion outside was not so favourable. For the
last couple of months he had heard the matter
spoken of in Rrisbane, and it was considered that
there was something about it not quite straight.
He had never seen Mr, McLay. But itappeared -
to him that that gentleman was placed in a posi-
tion that no other architect enjoyed in that eom-
petition, seeing that he was an officer of the
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department receiving a salary from the Govern-
ment. No other architect knew that the work
would not be carried out by the Colonial Archi-
tect. At any rate, the public did not know but
that the work would be carried out by the
department. Why could it not be supervised
by she officers of that department? A Colonial
Architect, a chief draftsman, seven draftsmen,
and a cadet formed a very large staff for the small
number of public buildings carried out in the
colony.

The MINISTER TFOR WORXS: Very
small? The sum of £250,000 is voted for public
buildings.

Mr. SAYERS said the buildings were all
enumerated in the next vote, and the amount
wag not £250,000.

The MINISTER FOR WORXKS: Oh, no, they
are not.

Mr. DONALDSON : What about the post
office at Charters Towers?

Mr. SAYERS said the hon. member was aware
that that building was very much needed. Why
should it be singled out? If it was wrong to
build that post office, then the hon, member was
to blame.

Mr, DONALDSON : I never thought it was.

Mr. SAYERS said the plans of that building
would not take very long to prepare. He found
that no matter how public money was wasted or
squandered, it was useless for hon. members to
draw attention to it in that Committee., - They
were told that it was all right, and that the best
plan had been adopted. He had always under-
stood that it was a rule that Government
servants would not be allowed to compete with
outsiders, but that rule had evidently been
departed from in that case. The Minister
for Works had stated that the arrangement
which had been made with regard to the museum
was a very good one. Then, if the hon. gentle-
man did what was right, he would in future
carry out that arrangement in other mattors,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I said that
this arrangement was a good one.

Mr. SAYERS : Then it should be carried out
in future,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : That does
not follow. The arrangement is a remarkably
good one for carrying out this particular work.

Mr. SAYERS said it was useless for hon.
members to point out any abuse, no matter
what it was, The Government in power would
defend it because they might do the same thing
themselves, and the Ministry who had gone out
of office would defend it because they were re-
sponsible for it. Very likely some of those hon.
members who called out ““hear, hear,” would
eat humble pie when they went before their con-
stituents, as they would not be able to vindicate
their position. The grievance he had to com-
plain of in that matter. was that £1,200 was to be
expended outside the department, when it could
be avoided by entrusting the work to the depart-
ment. Why should not the Colonial Architect
do the work? But, as he had already said, it
was no use calling attention to those abuses.

Mr. DONALDSON said the hon. member
was quite right in pointing out abuses when
they arose, but on more than one occasion he had
fallen into the error of pointing out matters
which were not abuses. The arrangement which
had been made in regard to supervising the
erection of the new museum was not an abuse in
any way whatever, and hon. members ought to
be pleased to know that a young gentleman
occupying & position in the Civil Service of
the colony was able to get the first prize in the
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competition, notwithstanding that there were
competitors from the other colonies. That was
a matter which ought not to be lost sight
of. He did not know Mr. McLay while he
was in the service, and had only met him
within the last month for the first time. He
was certainly pleased to find that they had at
that time in the service of the Government such
a competent young man, So far as he knew,
Mr. MecLay was not known to any member of
the late Ministry, and was not favoured in any
way. Hebelieved that gentleman would carry
out the work entrusted to him with credit to
himself and the colony also.

The Hon. P. PERKINS said he noticed a new
item on the Estimates, ‘‘clockmaker,” at a salary
of £208. He would like to know what were the
dutieg of that officer.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the
duties of the clockmaker were to go round and
wind-up and keep in repair all the Government
clocks in and about Brisbane. That item had
been voted previously under the head of ‘“con-
tingencies.” He could safely say that there
was no harder-worked man in the Govern-
ment servies than the present clockmaker, so
much so that it was under consideration whether
he should not be given assistance to keep pace
with his work, The system previously was to get
the work done by tender, but that was found to
be most unsatisfactory. The principal object of
the contractor on going along the railway lines
and to other places nominally to attend to clocks
was found to be to make bargains with people
for watches, clocks, and other articles. That
was deemed most unsatisfactory, and he did not
think they could have a better arrangement than
the present one,

Mr. MORRY said he totally disagreed with
many of the remarks made by the hon. member
for Maryborough. He happened to be in a
position to know a great deal about the museum
designs competition, and he could assure hon.
members that a great many designs wers sent
in. The large drafting-room in the old Works
Department, and also one of the ante-rooms,
were completely filled with the designs, some of
which were sent in by the leading architects in
Sydney, Melbourne, and he believed Adelaide,
and were very excellent designs. Xe could
say without fear of contradiction that in his
judgment Mr. MecLay’s design was infinitely
superior for the purposes intended than any other
design submitted for that competition. It was
also awell-known fact among the architects of the
city that the Colonial Architect, as had been stated
by the late Minister for Works, wasinterested in
one of the designs, and therefore very wisely took
no part in awarding the prize for the best design,
He believed the Government had had very little
to do with awarding the premium. Xe under-
stood that the trustees of the museum, assisted
by one or two professional gentlemen, awarded
the premium, and he was quite convinced that
they arrived at the best selection that could be
arrived at, ‘With reference to Mr, McLay being
appointed to supervise the work, he thought
hon. members ought to be pleased to find
that they had in the Government service a
gentleman of such high attainments as Mr,
McLay possessed. He (Mr. Morry) felt rather
proud that they had among them a young gen-
tleman who was able to hold his own with the
leading architects of the southern colonies and
carry off the first prize. He thoroughly agreed
with the late Minister for Railways that no
person was better able to carry out a design than
the gentleman who designed it; and although
it might appear to increase the cost somewhat,
in the long run there might be really no in-
crease at all, but, on the contrary, economy.
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He thought the time had arrived when the
question of making some change in connection
with the Colonial Architect’s Department should
be considered by the Government. It was a
question whether it should be continued in the
same way as it now existed, or whether they
should adopt the system recently adopted in
New South Wales, and in many of the
States of America ; that was, to have a super-
vising architect to carry out small works ata
comparatively small salary, and that all the
larger works should be let out to architects in
private practice. That would be very much fairer
than the present system, because it would give
all architects an opportunity of obtaining a
share of the work, and he did not see why
they should not get a share of Government
work as well as contractors and others. As
the Minister for Railways had just suggested to
him, they would get a very much better variety
of designs. He must say that he was very much
dissatisfied with the character of many of their
public buildings ; andthe time had arrived when
Queensland should strive to get a better style of
architecture than that which had been adopted
up to the present. Some of their public build-
ings had not been so successful architecturally or
acoustically as they should be. The new police
court at South Brisbane was very defective
acoustically, and although it was ornamental it
was not very well suited for the purpose for
which it was intended. He regretted that very
mueh. As had been remarked by the late
Minister for Railways, it was a question whether
the new public offices would mnot have been
better carried out by the architect who de-
signed them. He believed there were grave
doubts now whether the Real Property Office in
that building was really fireproof, and it was a
most important matter that that office, which
contained most important documents, should be
entirely fireproof—mnot merely fire-resisting, but
fireproof. It was doubtful whether it was
fireproof or not, and he thought the Government
should make themselves thoroughly satisfied on
that point before it was too late. Otherwise
they might discover when it was too late
that a very serious mistake had been made.
He thought the late. Government had doue
nothing wrong in appointing Mr. McLay as
supervising architect for the museum, and he
trusted that the present Government would sup-
port that young gentleman, and enable him to
carry out his work in a satisfactory manner,
which he was sure he would do.

Mr., ANNEAR said the question was not one
relating to Mr. McLay at all. That gentleman’s
name had not been mentioned disparagingly by
any member of that Committee. Buthe would ask
whether the leading architects of Brishane would
not have sent in designs if they had been made
aware that they would have the supervision of
the work? Butthey were distinectly told that the
supervision of the building would be carried out
by the Colonial Architect’s Department., Mr,
McLay went in for the designs with his
eyes open, and he got the head prize deservedly.
There was no doubt that the gentlemen who
examined the plans awarded the premium to the
properman. It was no use getting off the proper
track ; not an unkind word had been said about
Mr. McLay. There were officers in the Colonial
Architect’s Department as practical and as able
as any in Australia. What was the use of keep-
ing up the department if the work was to be
givenout?

Mr, NELSON said that before any decision
was arrived at, the most careful calculations
were made as to what the building would cost,
and all the calculations agreed that it would
cost the department more—or, at least, quite as

[19 NovEMBER.]

Supply. 1471

much—to do the work in the department as to
give it to Mr. McLay. Everyone acquainted
with the office knew that if the contract for the
museum was let within a month or two, and it
was to be carried out by the department at once,
there would have to be a lot of extra men pub
on. The regular staff could not do the work,
and the number of officers would require to
be increased at once. EBven if it werc ready
to be contracted for, the work would extend
over two years. It was, no doubt, possible
that, as stated, certain architects refused to send
in competitive designs, because they were told
the work would be carried out by the Colonial
Architect’s Department; and the Committee were
told that that privilege had never been accorded
to any architect before. That was possible; but
he did not think the same circumstances had
ever occurred before. To appoint the Colonial
Architect to carry out the work of one of his
junior officers would be to place him in rather an
unpleasant position. Thearrangement had been
made in the public interest, and that it would be
in every way economical he was certain.

Question put and passed.

BUILDINGS.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that
£39,375 be granted for buildings.

Mr. SAYERS said he was informed that
£1,200 had been given for a building for the
residence of the police magistrate at Winton,
and that the building had not been oceupied
since it was purchased. He wanted to know if
that was the fact ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he
knew nothing whatever about the purchase of
quarters at Winton, beyond the fact that some
short time before he took office a building of
stone containing several rooms, suitable for the
residence of a police magistrate at Winton, was
bought from a Mr. Steele, at Winton, for £1,800.
There was no one living in the building at the
present time.

Mr. SAYERS said it would be interesting to
know why £1,800 of the public money had been
paid to Mr. Stesle for the purchase of his house.
There was a police magistrate at Winton ; why
did he not live in the house? He looked uponit
as money squandered.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he had
read the correspondence with reference to the
purchase of the building. Considerable atten-
tion seemed to have been given to the matter,
and the Minister had apparently arrived at the
conclusion that it would be wise to have those
quarters. Such being the case, he was satisfied
that a reasonable bargain bad been made.
The gentleman who was at present police magis-
trate at Winton—Mr. Moran—was a bachelor.
‘Whether he would continue to remain a bachelor
was more than he (ther Minister for Works)
could say. Possibly some consideration on that
point might have been in the mind of the
Minister when he made the purchase. At pre-
sent the building, which was purchased four
months ago, was not occupied by the police
magistrate, for whom it was intended.

Mr. CORFIELD said that as he was possessed
of full knowledge concerning the item referred
to by the hon. member for Charters Towers, he
might say a word concerning it. The price paid
for the police magistrate’s residence at Winton
was not too high.for the property secured, which
consisted of a dwelling and outhouses, built of
stone in a first-class manner. The buildings
and a large underground tank cost more
without the land than the Government paid
for the whole property. The building was
sold because the original owner, being also
the proprietor of the principal hotel in



1472 Supply.

Winton, had to take over the business of the
hotel in consequence of an unfitting tenant
failing in his agreement to purchase it. Asto
the necessity for purchasing the building, he
might remind hon. members that it had long
been agreed that police magistrates should be
shifted regularly, and the reason that had not
so far been done as often as was desirable was
because of the injustice that might bedone to some
of those officers through the want of accommoda-
tion in different places, and especially in the far
west, where a building for the purpose, if pro-
curable at all, could only be got at a rent of about
£3 per week. The gentleman at present occupying
the position of police magistrate of Winton was a
bachelor, but he thought that objection to the
gentleman was one that would not hold good for
any length of time, as when he visited Winton a
short time ago the gentleman in question
appeared to him to be going the way of all
humanity, and preparing to take a partner for
life. If the Winton police magistrate was re-
moved without first being asked his intentions,
it would be a source of regretin the district,
where he was held in high esteem for his ability
and impartiality in the discharge of the duties of
his office.

Mr. GOLDRING said he would like to hear
from the Minister whether any complaints had
been received by the department from Judge
Noel as to the want of accommodation in the
court-house at Cloncurry? The accommodation
provided by the present building was so limited
that the district court sittings had to be held in
the divisional board hall, which was incon-
venient for the judge and the public generally,
The fact that the court could not be held in the
present building was sufficient to show that a
new court-house was required at that place.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that no
complaints had reached him concerning the
court-house at Cloncurry, but he had noticed
that excessive amounts had been paid for renting
private buildings there in which to hold a court,
Only yesterday plans had been submitted to him
for a building for the purpose of a court-house
and other quarters at Cloncurry. He was con-
sidering the matter with an officer of the Depart-
ment of Justice at the present time. There was
not much business at Cloncurry just now, and the
question for him to consider was whether they
could afford the expenditure in that locality ?
He could assure the hon. member that the matter
referred to would not escape his attention even
for a day.

Mr. LUYA said he would like the Minister to
inform the Committee whether there was any
communication in his office from the Commis-
sioner of Police as to the accommodation for
twenty or thirty men in the new police quarters
at South Brisbane? Would the hon. gentleman
at the same time state whether accommodation
was being provided there for that number of men.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that from
memory he could not state what aceommodation
was being provided for in the new police quarters
at South Brisbane ; but he might tell the hon.
member, as the history of the affair, that tenders
were called for a building which would cost
something like double the amount voted by
Parliament for the purpose, and his predecessor
had directed plans to be prepared that would
bring the building to be erected within the vote.
Those plans provided for the accommodation of
at least thirty constables, and tenders had been
called for that building. Recently he had let
the contract, and he had every reason to believe
that sufficient accommodation would be provided
for all present purposes, and ample provision
had been made in the design for the extension of
the building as circumstances required.
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My, LUYA said he could inform the Minister
that the tenders were for a building that would
provide accommodation for thirty men, and the
accommodation now being provided was for
only fourteen men and two officers. The plans
were for the accommodation of thirty men, with
provision for extension to accommodate fifty
men, which it was anticipated would be required
in a year or two. The tender was somewhere
about £8,300, and it included a tank that would
cost nearly £200. That exceeded the estimate
on the loan vote by nearly £1,000, and the
plans were cut down, and a tender since ac-
cepted at a cost of £2,300 for a building
to accommodate fourteen men and two offi-
cers. It would not accommodate the sergeant
in charge, and the result would be that the
Government would have to do, as had been done
before, and pay £2 a week for a cottage for the
sergeant. That would mean 12 per cent. on the
money Lknocked off, and the accommodation
required would not be provided after all. That
was a kind of economy he could not understand.
If accommodation was required at present for
thirty men, what in the name of goodness was
the good of providing accommodation for four-
teen only, especially when the Commissioner
anticipated that within two years accommoda-
tion would be required for fifty men at that
place? Would it not have been farbetter economy
to have put the extra £1,000 on the Estimates,
and thus have secured the accommodation re-
quired, than to pay 12 per cent. on the amount
knocked off without securing the accommmodation
necessary ? 'The thing looked well at first blush,
but it would not bear looking into, and that kind
of economy would not go down with the country
when it was understood.,

Mr. SAYERS said that since he had called
attention to the purchase of the building at
‘Winton for £1,800, he found that there was a
sum of £1,500 down on the Estimates for police
quarters at Winton. As the building that had
been purchased was not being used for a
police magistrate’s residence, he did not see
why they could not make a police barracks
of it. He understood it was a very strong
building, and they could stand a seige in it.
The hon. member for South Brisbane complained
about the police quarters at South Brisbane; but
in places nearly as large as South Brisbane eight
or ten policemen were simply furnished with two
rooms, having all fo sleep in one room, and that
in the tropics. He did not think the hon. gentle-
man had any cause of complaint. He did not
object to the police having decent quarters in
South Brisbane ; but he did not see why all the
money should be spent there and none anywhere
else. Neither could he see why a building at
‘Winton, costing £1,800, should be allowed to lie
idle whilst police quarters were required.

Mr. POWERS said he would like to ask the
Minister for Works whether the Government
had dropped all the other works proposed by the
late Government ? There were the Allenstown
1%015,“) and police quarters, the Bundaberg drill-
shed ——

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : That ap-
pears in my estimates as Bundanba, but that is
a mistake.

My. POWERS said there were the lockup
and police quarters at Cawarral, drill-shed and
quarters for caretaker at Charters Towers, boat-
men’s cottages at Cooktown, the lockup and
police quarters at Bmerald, the Gympie drill-
shed; quarters for caretaker, Ipswich drill-shed ;
Maryborough and Mackay, sub-collector of Cus-
toms quarters; Mackay drill-shed, quarters for
caretaker ; Rockhampton bondstore ; Toowoomba
drill-shed, also omitted, The late Government
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had intended to construct those buildings as
they were considered necessary, and he would
like to know if the Minister for Works had
decided not t0 go on with them at present?
They would give a great deal of employment,
and if it was necessary that they should be built
next year, there was no saving in putting off the
work until then. Of course the hon. gentleman
would be quite justified if he had cometo thecon-
clusion they were not necessary at all. He would
also ask the hon. gentleman about other votes.
The vote for hospital buildings was reduced from
£2.000 to £1,000, other buildings from £8,000 to
£2,000, and he would like to know whether the
amounts now asked for were the amounts that
had been expended last year. He also noticed that
for quarters for police magistrates and wardens,
for which <£5,000 had been voted last year, the
hon. gentleman only asked for £1,000; for
country court-houses and police buildings,
additions, repairs, ete., last yeur £7,000 had
been voted, whilst now only £3,500 was asked
for. What sums were actually spent last year
from those votes? It was false economy to put
off repairs that were necessary, and he would
like to know if the amounts now asked for would
be sufficient.

The MINISTER FOR WORXKS said the hon.
gentleman was in error in imagining that there
were not enough public works to be carried
out, notwithstanding the fact that only £68,925
appeared upon those Estimates. The fact was
that out of last year’s Estimates for the works
in progress
pended from contracts let of £51,212, There
was also £66,757 on the Loan Tstimates, and an
amount of £39,008 for bridges, making the total
to be expended during the year by the Works
Department of £225,902. In view of the pre-
sent condition of the country, it would be wise
to postpone some of the items that were nof so
urgently needed as those which appeared on his
Estimates. He could assure the hon, gentleman
that none of the items were knocked off because
they would never be needed. They were knocked
off after consultation with the Ministers in
whose departments the various votes were, and
in view of the financial condition of the colony.
Those items left on had all been promised by the
late Government, and appeared to the present
Government to be necessary, such as the Nor-
manton gaol and the Winton police quarters,
‘With reference to the general votes, he might
say that as he had so much work in hand he
considered the balances left by his predecessor
were quite sufficient for all purposes during the
year to carry out all promises made by the late
Government, and the calls that would probably
be made upon him, He had no reason to doubt
that the money at his disposal would be suffi-
cient. The balances from the votes the hon.
gentleman asked for, on the 30th September
last, were, for hospital buildings, £134 17s. 84.,
which would give him £1,434 to expend. For
other buildings the balance was £3,986 2s. 11d.;
for quarters for police magistrates and war-
dens, £3,467 10s. 6d.; for defence buildings,
£33 15s. 2d.; for post and telegraph offices,
£2,201 19s. 10d.; for country court-houses
and police buildings, additions, repairs, ete.,
£1,194 1s. 4d.; under the head of painting, £360
7s. 1d.; and rent for publie offices, £210 7s. 9d.;
so that although the hon. gentleman fancied he
had cut down the Estimates, he had never taken
credit to himself for economy in the Works esti-
mates. He found that certain balances remained
on account of works promised, and they were
sufficient toenable him o put a reduced sum on the
present year’s Estimates. With the railway ex-
penditure and £230,000 for buildings there could
not be any outcry that there were not sufficient
publicfgggksfeing carried out during the year.

—4 x
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Mr. SMYTH said the hon. member for
Burrum referred to the drill-shed at Gympie as
one of the works proposed by the late Govern-
ment which had been struck out by the present
Government ; but seeing that the Premier had
been entertained in that drill-shed somewhers
about two years ago, he did not think the hon,
gentleman should have quoted that place as an
argument,

Mr. POWERS: The sum I spoke of was
for quarters for caretaker, and not for a drill-

shed.

Mr. SMYTH said it should be ¢ Caretaker
for the rifle range.” The town he represented
had the champion team of riflemen in the colony,
who had been sent to Melbourne to compete
against the pick of Australia; they had also the
best mounted corpsin the colony ; and the people
of Gympie were proud of their volunteers. The
court-house at Gympie was altogether inade-
quate to the requirements of the town, whoever
designed it, and he hoped that the Government
would build a court-house there, so that the
judge when he visited the town could sit in
decent quarters. If the Minister would hand
over the court-house to the school of mines they
would put up with it for a time, and they would
like the Government to build a new court-house
at Gympie. Within a few months Brishane and
Gympie would be connected by rail, and then
the population in and about Gympie would very
soon advance from 14,000 to 20,000.

Mr. NELSON said he was not sure that he
understood the Minister for Works in his re-
marks regarding the Fstimates. As far as
buildings were concerned, the vote had been
reduced from £47,000 to £10,000, speaking
roughly, Of course the amount required for
buildings did not depend on the Works Depart-
ment, but on the various departments for which -
buildings were required in various parts of the
colony. When the Estimates of the previous
Government were being prepared, the usual
requisitions for buildings were sent in by the
various depagtients, and they were cut down
to about one-third. Strict inquiry was made,
and the Government were assured that the
buildings then put down were such as could not
be postponed, But somehow the present Go-
vernment had got the departments to sanction
the postponement or doing away with many of
those works. With regard to general votes, he
understood that the Minister was not going to
wipe oub any votes, but that all the balances
were to be carried forward and made available
for the expenditure of the current year. If that
system was to be followed, it was evident the
finances would get into a muddle. Though they
were now asked to sanction the expenditure of
£28,400, they would probably find at the end of
the year that the expenditure up to the 30th June
had been £70,000. They were led to believe that
the Government were going to confine the year’s
expenditure to £28,400 with regard to general
votes, but now he understood the Minister to
say that that did not represent the expenditure

at all, and that he was going to expend a larger

sum, making use of the unexpended balances
of votes previously passed. He admitted, with
regard to buildings, that it was not always ad-
visable, or even possible, to lapse a vote passed
for any particular building. It appeared quite
right that when a sum of money was voted for a
particular, building, and the building was not
put up in that financial year, the vote should not
lapse unless it appeared afterwards that it was
passed in error and the building was not required.
With regard to the general votes, they were
supposed to include the expenditure for the
financial year, and he thought that some ex-
planation was necessary. In connection with
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local matters he wished to point out that last
year the sum of £750 was voted for a police
station at Warra, where police quarters were
very much required. It would be satisfactory
to know whether it was the intention of the
Government to expend that money during the
current year. The district was a large one, and
the whole of the traffic from Auburn, at the
head of the Burnett, instead of going to Dalby,
went to Warra station. He thought there had
been a policeman at the place till lately, at any
rate. ‘

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he was
rather surprised at the hon. gentleman criticising
the mode in which those balances had been
carried over. It was very much like Satan re-
buking sin, because it had been the practice
always to carry over those particular votes,
and he had simply followed precisely the
system practised by his predecessor. He had
in his hand a statement of the balances carried
forward for the year 1888-9, and he found
that all the items which had been carried over
by him were carried over by the then Min-
ister—namely, repairs and incidentals, defence
force buildings, quarters for police magistrates,
other buildings, ebe. When he came into office he
found that contractshad been let for certain public
worksamounting to something over £40,000. That
sum, of course, had to be carried over because
the contracts were let, and he had to provide
the money for them., In addition to those con-
tracts which were let, there were amounts pro-
mised by his predecessor which were nearly
sufficient to swallow the general vote, and it was
impossible for him, during the short time he had
been in office, to say whether he would endorse
the policy of carrying out those promises, but he
accepted the promises in the same manner as he
accepted the contracts, and carried over the
amounts. He had, therefore, inaddition to placing
such 2 sum on the Estimates as would meet the
promises of his predecessor, made provision for
such new works as he felt the colony could afford
at the present time. If he had had more time
at his disposal the probability was that he would
have gone more definitely into each item; but
that was impossible for a young Minister who
had within a week to supply revised HEsti-
mates to the Treasurer., He had, however,
shown that in carrying over those amounts he
was simply following a precedent which had been
set by his predecessor,

My, NELSON said he was quite sure the hon.
gentleman was labouring under a mistake in
saying that he had carried over those amounts,
as he was not in the Works Department at the
end of September in any year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did not
say you personally. I said my predecessor.

Mr. NELSON said he was not guilty of any-
thing of the sort. If reference was made to the
Railway estimates, it would be found that that

department started with a clean sheet. There
were no votes carried forward,
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This

£93,718 for works was carried forward in the -

‘Works Department from your time.

Mr. NELSON said, ashe had stated before, he
did not see any objection to that as far as build-
ings were concerned, but it was very different
with regard to general expenditure. The same
system should, as far as possible, be introduced
into the Works Department as had been carried
out in the Railway Department. Of course, where
money was voted for buildings in course of
erection, it would be impossible to adopt that
plan unless they resorted to the system of re-
vobing part of the money, ‘What he desired to
point out was that the public might be under the
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impression that the expenditure on general votes
for the current year would be £28,400 when it
would probably be double, and possibly treble
that amount. They were not informed of that
in the Financial Statement, and it would com-
pletely alter the balance between the receipts
and expenditure when that was taken into
account. The hon. gentleman had not answered
his question in regard to the police quarters at
Warra,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he must
apologise to the hon. member for not having
done so. He had never had the matter of police
quarters at Warra before him, and he had not
intentionally struck out any of the items pro-
mised by his predecessor in office. If an amount
for that work was voted for last year it wouldno
doubt appear on the stand-over Hstimates, and
would be applied to that purpose. It was pro-
bably one of the works which was to be con-
structed out of the £51,212 he had before men-
tioned during the present year.

Mr, PAUL said he would remind the hon.
gentleman that shortly after he took office, he
(Mr. Paul) asked him whether it was his inten-
tion to carry out the promise made by the
previous Government in regard to any buildings
or improvements in the electorate of Leich-
hardt. The hon. gentleman stated that it was
his intention to do so; but now it appeared
that a vote for new police quarters at Hmerald
had been left off the Estimates. A new lockup
was required there, as the present building was
not safe to keep prisoners in.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the hon.
member had not the slightest cause of com-
plaint. The hon. member approached him in
reference to a vote on last year’s Estimates for a
police station at Rolleston, and he informed the
hon. member that the money having been voted
for that purpose the work would be carried out,
and the work had been carried out. He had
never had any communication with the hon.
member in reference to the police quarters at
Emerald. The only reason why that work was
not inclyded in those Hstimates was that the
Commissioner of Police had reported that there
was not the same urgency for building police
quarters at Emerald as there was for the erection
of other buildings.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN said the
hon. gentleman and the Government of which
he was a member were making a great mistake
with reference to the economy they were sup-
posed to be practising in regard to public works,
The same thing was done three or four years
ago, with very, disastrous results to the colony.
‘When the late Griffith Government got into
financial difficulties, they began to cut down the
Estimates for public works outside of Brisbane.
That principle was carried out for two or three
years, and for the last year of the term of office
of that Government the amount put down
on the Hstimates for public works, including
the expenses of the staff, was £30,000. -The
expense for the last year or two had been about
the same, and £30,000, including the expense of
the staff, was a mere bagatelle of the works that
were required outside Brisbane. Brisbane was not:
cut down. There was still a large expenditure *
carried onin Brishane, but it was chiefly outof loan.
The result of that mistaken economy was that
when the Mecllwraith Government came into
office they were inundated with demands from
the different departments for public buildings
all over the colony.

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS: The result
of the elections.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said it was
not the result of the elections. It was the result of
the deterioration of public buildings, some of
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which had been in existence from twenty to
twenty-five years. That Government had to put
on the Yistimates a sum of £121,670 to meet
those requirements, as against the £30,230,
and  that sum was really not sufficient to
cover all the public buildings that were
required in different parts of the colony.
The then Government had to spend that
money rapidly, and rapid expenditure was not
economical expenditure. Tt should be always
going on. Most of the public buildings were
constructed of wood, and were continually
deteriorating from the effects of the ravages of
white ants and the weather, so that almost the
same expenditure was required every year. In
another year £107,000 was put down ; that was
necessary also. Now they found the present Go-
vernment cutting down the estimate of the late
Government by about £30,000, or nearly one-half,
and adopting the pernicious system of transfer-
ring votes for perishable wooden buildings from
revenue to loan expenditure,

The MINISTER FOR WORXKS : No.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN said there
should be no buildingscharged to loan expenditure,
except those that were built in the most solid
manner and capable of standing scores of
years, Instead of that, paltry buildings costing
£700, £800, and £1,000, and likely to last only
ten or fifteen years, were charged to loan expen-
diture., That was not economy. It would be
far better, instead of pretending to be economi-
cal, to ask for the amount that would actually be
required, and spend it as it was required. The
£39,000 asked for, including the cost of the staff,
was not sufficient to carryon the public buildings
required all over the colony. e knew that the
estimate for public buildings was cut down aslow
as possible, consistent with efficiency, by the late
Ministerfor Works, having gone over the list him-
self, and knowing the number of applications
that he himself had received from the Police
Department and the Colonial Secretary’s Depart-
ment, which the present Minister for Works
must also be aware of. He protested against
that system of cutting down in spasmodic fits of
economy, which resulted in more extravagant
expenditure afterwards. ]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that with
regard to wooden buildings being placed to loan
expenditure, thehon. gentleman had not attempted
to give a single case in proof of his statement.. No
such thing had been done by him (the Minister for
‘Works) and no single item had been transferred to
loan expenditure except buildings which had been
built from loan, or were being built from loan.
In the case of two buildings which had been con-
structed out of loan some additions were re-
quired, which had been provided for out of loan.
‘With regard to the buildings at Mungindi, to
which reference had been made, it was not con-
templated to erect them of wood. On the Loan
Estimates of 1884 a sum of money was pro-
vided for those buildings; was it wise there-
fore, before that money was spent, to place the
same sum on the Revenue Hstimates for the
same purpose ? Therefore he denied the state-
ment that any wooden buildings were being con-
structed under his directions out of loan moneys.
‘With regard to the statement that the public
buildings of the colony would require a lot of
money to keep them in repair, he quite admitted
that; and he hoped that when he approached the
Committee on the subject next year that he
would be able to bring in a sort of progress
report of what public buildings there were
in the colony, their capital value, and what
buildings had been constructed during the
year by the Colonial Architect, so that hon.
members might know what buildings they actu-
ally had, and form some idea of the percentageit
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cost to keep them in repair. The hon. gentle-
man- had stated that only £68,045 was to be
spent during the present year in public works ;
but in addition to that there would be spent
£66,757 from loan for purposes of build-
ings. In addition to that there was standing
over from last year’s Estimates for contracts
let by his predecessor, £51,212, making a total of
£186,894 to be spent on public works before
the 30th June next, Then, in connection with
roads and bridges, there was £39,008 to be spent,
making altogether an expenditure in connection
with the Department of Public Works of
£225,902, nearly a quarter of amillion of money ;
and in the present condition of the colony, and
considering the vast amount spent on railways,
he thought the Government were not exercising a
policy of parsimony, but of true economy, when
they postponed all works that were not urgently
required.

The How. J. M. MACROSSAN said the
hon. gentleman had referred to the balances
which had not been spent during last year, and
evidently fancied that was something excep-
tional, but it was not so. It went on from year
to year, and would continue to do so in future
years. That had nothing whatever to do with
the question he was referring to. He was
talking about the amount the Government had
put down for public buildings throughout the
colony, The hon. gentleman said it was a large
sum, but he (Mr. Macrossan) knew, from six or
seven years’ experience in the Works Depart-
ment, that it was an extremely small sum—too
small considering the large area of country it
had to provide for. The hon. gentleman had
said he was going to get particulars as to the
capital value of their public buildings outside
Brisbane. Many of them had no capital value ;
were worth nothing at all, being completely
eaten with white ants. Some were eaten through
by white ants when they had been only three
years in existence; and the average life of a
wooden building in Queensland was not more
than about ten years.

Mr, PALMER said he did not think the
Minister for Works should stonewall his own
estimates, but he really provoked criticism. The
hon. gentleman had said that buildings which
had been started out of loan should continue to
be kept up out of loan, but he (Mr. Palmer)
thought that all public buildings should be con-
structed out of revenue. The general run of
public buildings had been constructed out of
revenue,

The Hown. J. M. MACROSSAN : All wooden
buildings have.

Mr, PALMER said that on the vote there was
an item of £2,000 additional for a gaol at Nor-
manton. Previously a sum of £5,000 had been
voted for tle same purpose. What were the
hon. gentleman’s ideas about the carrying out
of that work? The building should not be
of a perishable character, made of wood which
the white ants would eat through in three
or four years. It should be of brick or concrete:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he had
been in consultation with the Sheriff on the sub-
ject of the erection of a gaol at Normanton, and
the Sheriff was of opinion that three or four
times the money set apart would be necessary for
the purpose of providing gaol accommodation
there. Mr. Still, when in England, had been
directed to get the very best and newest designs
for gaols ; that gentleman was now on his way
out, and as soon as he arrived they would be able
to ascertain what the Normanton gaol would
cost, and be prepared to bring down next year
proposals for the building of a proper gaol, and
not the makeshift that was contemplated by the
money voted by the House,
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Mr, GLASSEY said he would ask if there
was a police magistrate at Mount Perry ; if so,
whether new quarters were erected for him
recently ; and the cost?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that
Mount Perry, like a great many other mining
towns, had passed the zenith of its prosperity
some time ago, While in a state of prosperity a
handsome and commodious structure was built
for the police magistrate’s quarters at a cosk of
about £1,500. Unfortunately the mines had
stopped, the population had dwindled to some
150, and the police-magistrate had been removed
to Goondiwindi. The quarters were at present
being taken care of by the family of the late
police magistrate.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN said he
hoped the hon. gentleman, in getting his designs
of a first-class gaol from Xngland, would bear in
mind that the climate of England was very
different from that of Normanton.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the
hon. gentleman might rest assured of that, The
existing designs for the gaol at Normanton he
did not consider at all suitable for the climate.
One of the objects aimed at was to get a build-
ing suitable for the climate.

Mr. MORGAN said he would call the Minis-
ter’s attention to the fact that a new lockup and
police quarters were badly wanted at Warwick.
During the last four years the present buildings
had been flooded to a depth of ten feet on three
different occasions. On two of them the pri-
soners in the lockup barely escaped with their
lives. The police lost nearly all the furniture
they possessed, and had a very good claim against
the Government for.compensation. That claim
was never lodged, although he believed the
Government had made it a rule to acknowledge
claims of that kind. It was certain that
should another flood occur—and it might occur
at any time—and the same consequences en-
sued, claims for compensation would be put in.
‘What was true of the police quarters and lock-
up was also true of the post office at Warwick,
where there was a building provided for the
telegraph officer that had been reduced to such a
condition by the effects of repeated floods that
the department was now payingrent for a private
building for the telegraph master in another part
of thetown, Heknew the Governmentintendedto
remedy that, and he hoped they wouldalsoremedy
the complaint concerning the police quarters
and lockup. There was another objection to the
lockup, and that was that it was situated about
half & mile from the court-house; and every
petty offender arrested, though he might be
innocent of the charge preferred against him,
had to suffer the indignity of being conducted
through the business part of the town in charge
of a policeman, There was docunientary evi-
dence in the office of the Colonial Secretary to
prove what he said, and he hoped the hon.
gentleman, in making up his next Hstimates
as Minister for Works, would take the case of
Warwick In hand, and he would find it was a
very pressing case.

Mr, MACFARLANE said the condition of
the police quarters at South Brisbane and War-
wick had been brought before the Committee,
and he could inform hon. members that the police
quarters at Goodna required attention. During
the last flood the building there had been com-
pletely covered by the flood waters, and the
sergeant in charge had lost the whole of his pro-
perty to the amount, he believed, of £300. He
believed that the sergeant had been in com-
munication with his department over the
matter, and was under the impression that
he would be compensated in some way
for his loss, He was given to understand now
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that the department refused to do anything at
all for that man. When a police officer was
compelled to live in a building which was liable
to be completely covered by water in times of
flood, he should certainly be compensated for
any loss he sustained in consequence. He was
under the impression that it was considered that
the wardersatthe asylum wereentitled tocompen-
sation for losses they had suffered from the flood,
and if so the sergeant of police was certainly
entitled to compensation slso, and he hoped the
Colonial Secretary would see that something was
done for that man.

Mr, LUY A said he would like to hear whether
the Minister for Works would, having regard tothe
recommendations of the Commissioner of Police
and the requirements of the district, take into
consideration the advisability of extending the
quarters at present being built for the police at
South Brisbane at an early date? It would be
a saving of money to have fhe extension pro-
vided for while the work was in progress.
Thers must be something radically wrong
when they found the Commissioner récommend-
ing that accommodation should be provided
for thirty men, and that a building was
being put up which would accommodate only
fourteen, Either the Commissioner or the Works
Department must have made a mistake, and the
matter should be looked into. At present small
houses had to be hired in which to lodge the
polics, and the object in providing quarters was
to concentrate the force in one building; but
that would not be met if the present intention
was adhered to.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the
amount voted for the South Brishane police
quarters was £2,100, and the cost would probably
amount to £2,500. He could assure the hon,
gentleman that the building would be sufficient
for the requirements of the place, and that when
the necessity arose for further accommodation, it
would be provided.

Mr. LUYA. said the Commissioner of Police
had stated that he reguired accommodation
for thirty men at present, and he ought to be
the best judge. The sum of £2,100 was voted
many years ago, and the population was now five
or six times as great as it was then, so that the
circumstances had very much altered.

Mr. GLASSEY said it was clear that police
magistrates generally were a favoured class.
The sum of £1,800 had been paid for a residence for
the police magistrate at Winton, a man who had
neither wife nor family, though it was said he was
on the verge of taking unto himself a wife. Then,
again, £1,500 had been spent on the erection of
quarters for the policemagistrate at Mount Perry,
where there was now no police magistrate, and
where, as must have been apparent to those in
authority,a farlesscostly building would have been
ample. Assoon as the late Government came into
office, he brought under their notice the necessity
for new police quarters and a new court-house at
Goodna, to meet the requirements of a very con-
siderable population, and make suitable pro-
vision for carrying out the large amount of
magisterial work to be done there, When the
then Minister for Works, Hon. J. M. Macrossan,
stated that the finances were not in a flourishing
condition, he recognised the fact, and the nego-
tiations he had with the Minister resulted
in_ £650 being placed on the Estimates for
police quarters to be built on higher ground. As
had been pointed out by the hon. member for
Ipswich, Mr. Macfarlane, the police quarters
were under water during the late flood. Both
the police quartersand the court-house were unfit
for the purposes for which they were used; yet
the sum of £650 only had been put down for
Goodna, while at Mount Perry and Winton large



Supply.

sums had been spent unnecessarily. He had no
desire to attribute partiality to any Minister,
but he thought the claims of Goodna had not
received the consideration they deserved. He
therefore asked the Minister for Works to consider
the question of providing accomiodation suited to
the requirements of the place. He wished also to
point out the fact that the late Colonial Secre-
tary and the present Colonial Secrvetary had en-
tirely ignored the claims of Sergeant Atkinson
to favourable consideration in connection with
his efforts during the late flood. If ever an
officer did hard, honest, and conscientious work
in a time of danger, neglecting his own property
while saving the lives and property of others, it
was Sergeant Atkinson, But though he had
lost property to the amount of about £270, he
had not received 1d. of compensation. He (Mr.
Glassey) therefore hoped that, in considering the
claims of the district, the claims of that officer
would also be taken into favourable considera-
tion by the Government.

Mr. CALLAN said the hon. member for South
Brisbane, Mr. Luya, had taken up considerable
time in urging the claims of South Brisbane in
the matter of a police station. The population
of that borough was 20,000, and thirty policemen
were required to keep them in order. Mount
Morgan had a population of 5,000, and had only
two policemen to keep the people in order.
Surely it was entitled to a proportionate number
of policemen to those stationed at Scuth Bris-
bane. Hehoped the Minister would take Mount
Morgan into consideration, and provide accom-
modation for a greater number of policemen than
two.

Mr, GANNON said he had much pleasure in
bearing ont what the hon. member for Bundanba
had ‘stated in regard to the work done by the
police at Goodna at great personal loss and sneri-
fice. The medical superintendents and warders
of the asylum had also done good work during
the flood, and sustained very heavy loss, Dr.
and Mrs. Scholes had, he knew, given £200
towards making good some of the loss which
the men had sustained. When men put
their own interests aside, and worked for
the public good at great personal loss, they
ought certainly to receive some compensation,
In order to keep good men in the force, they
ought to be looked after by the Government.
He would now refer to a matter concerning his
own electorate, which was more particularly
connected with the Estimates of the Treasury.
He was not present when some of those Hsti-
mates were going through, and had not therefore
an opportunity to call attention to the matter
then. He was alluding to the powder maga-
zine at Toombul. It was a serious danger
to the large population which was settling
in that locality, and when tenders were
called some time ago for enlarging the magazine
he made such representations to the late Minis-
ter for Works that he visited the place and pre-
vented the work being done; he also arranged
that, in the event of another suitable site being
found, the magazine should be removed. He
(Mr. Gannon) had been considering the matter,
and he thought that the point on Fisher-
man Island, at the entrance to the boat
pa,ssaége, would make a good site. It was high
and dry, could be easily got at by merchants and
others who required supplies, and there was
always a sufficient number of men about
to look after the magazine. He trusted that the
Government would take steps to have the
magazine removed from its present position.
Then he would like to know whether anything
wag going to be done with the very dilapidated
building used as a post office at the Albion. An
amount was to have been placed on the Estimates
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by the late Government to build a new post and
telegraph station in place of the wretched dis-
graceful building now used for that purpose.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the
Postmaster-General informed him that arrange
ments had been made for effecting alterations in
the post and telegraph office at the Albion.

Wr. GANNON said it would be impossible to
alter the building in a satisfactory way, as it was
one of the most rotten, broken-down places to
be found within several miles of Brisbane. The
money that it would cost to repair it would go a
long way towards erecting a new building. The
site was a splendid one, in the centre of the
population. The Queensland National Bank
was exactly opposite to if.

Mr. GRIMES said he could confirm what had
been said in reference to Sergeant Atkinson, of
Goodna, and he hoped that officer’s case would
be considered by the Colonial Secretary. He
wished to call attention to the specifications for a
drill-shed at Southport. He understood that it
was insisted that the timber for that shed should
be cypress pine. The result of that stipulation
had been to increase the cost very considerably,
and he was afraid it would not add to the
stability of the building. Passing through
the bush recently, tour or five miles from South-
port, he came upon a sawpit where two men
were sawing fimber by hand, a thing that
had not been seen near Brisbane for many years
past. Amused and puzzled at what was being
done, he made inquiries and found that the con-
tractor for the drill-shed, not being able to get
cypress pine from the mills at a cost of less than
28s. per 100 feet, had sent men out into the bush to
cut it by hand., The market price of ordinary
timber at Southport was something like 14s. or
15s. per 100 feet, and the difference between that
and 28s. would make a considerable increase in
the cost of the shed. If cypress pine was speci-
fied with the idea that white ants would not
touch it, a great mistake was made, because the
ants were already in the timber before it was
felled.

Mr. POWERS said the amount set down as
general votes for buildings was £28,400. Was it
intended to expend besides that amount another
sum of at Jeast £40,000 from balances that were
available? The probable expenditure for the
year was estimated by the Treasurver at
£3,602,002, and a balance was shown of re-
venue over expenditure amounting to £6,998.
By the explanation of the Minister for Works,
not only were those sums to be spent, but, in
addition to that, some thousands of pounds stand-
ing over as a balance from last year were o be
expended.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS =aid he
thought he had explained that matter before.
From the Hstimates for 1888-9 about £5,000, and
fromthe last Estimatesabout £12,000 were carried
over.

Mr, POWERS: And will be spent in addition
to the £28,000. :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes; to
meet promises made by my predecessor.

Mr. AGNEW said, with reference to the powder
magazine, he had brought that matter up a few
nights ago, but got no definite promise respect-
ing its removal. He thought it was due to hon.
members that some reply should be given as to
what the Government intended to do with it.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that
matter was in his department, and the question
had been answered. The Government had no
intention of doing anything during the present
year with regard to the removal of the powder
magazine,
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Mr. GANNON said he would once more draw
the attention of the Minister for Works to the
serious danger that magazine was to the city of
Brisbane, There was serious danger in the man-
ner in which powder and other explosives
were taken from that magazine into the
city, and if any explosion oceurred the Ministry
of the day would be respomsible for it. The
late Minister for Works would bear him out
in stating that he had persistently urged the
removal of the magazine on account of the
serious danger it was, and if it were removed to
the site he had mentioned, where there was a
large area of Government land and no settle-
ment, it would be perfectly safe, and cause no
inconvenience to persons requiring powder.

Mr, NORTH said he would like to know when
the Government would establish a post and
telegraph office at Laidley. The late Postmaster-
General had promised the people there an office
if they paid the expenses for $welve months,
That time had now expired, and he would like to
know when the Government would erect an
office there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said if the
hon. gentleman would postpone his question
until the Postmaster-General’s estimates came
on, the Minister in charge of them would, no
doubt, be able to give him all information.

Mr. AGNEW said it was very difficult to
know how the Estimates were worked. Like the
hon, member for Lockyer, he was promised by
the late Postmaster-General, Mr. Donaldson,
that a sum of money would be put on the Esti-
mates for a post and telegraph office at Nundah,
and no doubt that would have been done had
the hon, gentleman remained in office. Buf a
change of Government had taken place; the
building had not been erected, and 1f he agked

the Minister for Works if it was the intention of

the Government to carry out that work, hewould
hand him over to somebody else for an answer.
It was very difficult to get any information, If
hon. members were not confronted by a buard of
commissioners, they were handed over to some
other Minister when they asked for informa-
tion.

Mr, NORTH said there was no amount down
in ‘ miscellaneous services” for buildings for the
Postmaster-General’s Department. The pre-
vious Government had had £5,000 down, but it
had been knocked off.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the
Postmaster-General would be able to give the
hon. gentleman all information. He (the
Minister for Works) had nothing to do with
directing the Postmaster-General as to where
post and telegraph offices were required.

Mr. BLACK said that was an extraordinary
way of carrying on business. The Postmaster-
General was present, and why did he not answer
the question? It would facilitate business very
much if the hon. gentleman would give the infor-
mation asked for.

Mr. ALAND said it was usual for a member
who desired information respecting any particu-
lar department to wait until the estimates of
that department came on. If members did not
know how to ask questions, Ministers should
not be blamed. As long as he had been in the
House, each Minister had defended his cwn esti-
mates, the other Ministers remaining quiet,
unless perhaps the hon. gentleman at the head of
the Gevernment found it necessary to explain
matters,

- Mr. DONALDSON said that was all very
well ; but, with regard to that particular vote,
the circumstances were exceptional. Previously,
there was £5,000 down in the Postmaster-
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General’s Department for the erection of build-
ings, but that had been struck out, and now
there was £7,000 down in the Works Depart-
ment for those buildings. It would certainly
save time if the Postmaster-Genera! gave the
information desirved.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said if he
had the information he would be glad to give it,
but he had not. The course of procedure was
that the Postand Telegraph Department sent him
a requisition stating that £7,000 was required for
buildings. He did not know where those build-
ings were to be placed, but he would carry them
out as required, to the best of his ability, and as
cheaply as possible.

Mr. DONALDSON said he would again point
out that if the Postmaster-General would give
the information asked for, it would hasten on
business. There was no vote for buildings in
the Post Office estimates,

The Hon, J, M. MACROSSAN said that if
they waited wuntil the Postmaster-General’s
estimates came on, they would be met with the
reply that there were no buildings on his esti-
mates, and told that they ought to have got
the information from the Minister. for Works,
The present was the proper time to get the
answer.

Mr. GANNON said perhaps the hon. gentle-
man would kindly ask his colleague, the Post-
master-General, how muech he intended to spend
on the repairs to the Albion post office.

Mr. POWERS said it would not be out of
order for the Postmaster-General to answer a
question concerning his department, even though
his own estimates were not before the Committee.
Not long ago a question was asked about the
powder magazine, and the Colonial Treasurer
immediately got up and answered it. The Post-
master-General might follow the lead of the
Colonial Treasurer and give the information
asked for.

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Hon. T. O.
Unmack) said he was not prepared to answer
any questions in reference to the Post Office.
His estimates were not expected to come on
that night, and he had brought no papers in
connection with them, Speaking from memory,
he was not aware that there was any money
down for post offices at Laidley or Albion,

Mr., O'SULLIVAN said he should like to
know whether there was anything down for a
post office at Hsk? There was no place that
required a post office more than Esk. They
were inundated with post and telegraph offices
round Brishane within half or a quarter of a mile
of each other. Fsk was a place miles and miles
away in the bush, the centre of an immense
district, and the terminus of a railway, and
there were only a couple of little wooden boxes
for post office and police quarters that were not
fit for anybody to live in. As neither the Post-
master-General nor the Minister for Works could
give any information about the £7,000, it would
perhaps be as well to postpone the vote until
they came to the Postmaster-General’s esti-
mates,

Mr. NORTH said that unless the question
was settled now, the present stateof things would
go on for twelve months,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said hon.
members seemed to forget that the vote was only
for additions, repairs, and furniture, not for new
buildings.

Mr. AGNEW said hon. members seemed fo
be confusing two items.  On the last. Estimates
there was a sum of £8,000 for *° other buildings,”
and he presumed that that £8,000 included a
sum, according to the promise made to him by
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the late Postmaster-General, for the erection of
a post and telegraph office at Nundah. That
£8,000 had been reduced to £2,000. He wanted
to know from the Minister what buildings had
been knocked out. He hoped the promise made
to him by the late Postmaster-General was not
going to be repudiated entirely.
Mr. ALAND : Have you got it in writing ?

Mr., AGNEW said he had not, but the late
Postmaster-General was present, and would sub-
stantiate what he had said.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the
hon. member stated he had had a distinet pro-
mise that a post office would be erected at
Nundah, and that an amount for it would be put
on the Estimates. He had before him the
Estimates of the late Colonial Treasurer framed
after that promise was made; and the amount
there for post and telegraph offices, additions,
repairs, and furniture was £5,000. If the late
Colonial Treasurer meant to fulfil that promise,
he fancied he could not fulfil it on that par-
ticular item. The present Government instead
of reducing that item had increased it by £2,000 ;
it was now £7,000 instead of £5,000.

Mr. POWERS : You have knocked it off the
Post Office votes, 'We had £10,000 down.

The COLONIALTREASURERsaid hewould
ask where was the evidence that they did not
intend to carry out any arrangement made by the
late Government? There was nothing whatever in
the Estimates to show it. They had heard of it
that night for the first time. It was done
regularly every year, and it wasnot an improper
thing for a Minister to ask for an indefinite vote
like that to meet current expenditure in the Post
Office. To what extent that vote might be
hypothecated he did not know, and the Post-
master-General said he did not know. It would
not be a proper thing to insist that a schedule
should be provided for every item of that sort,
and it had always been done by a general vote,
allowing the Minister the privilege of using his
own judgment in each case. If the Committee
could not trust the Government with the expendi-
ture of that £7,000, let them strike it off the
Hstimates, The hon. member for Nundah had
failed completely to show that the present Go-
vernment had tried to evade any promise made
by the late Government. There was no evidence
of the promise on the Estimates of the late Go-
vernment, and he would like to know where it
was. Those little carping criticisms were most
unfair, as if they were to schedule everything
like that they would require three times the
amount they had the modesty to ask for. There
was no evidence of any such promise, nor did he
hold that they were bound by the promises made
by the late Government at all. They asked for
£7,000 for post offices, repairs, and additions, and
left it to the judgment of the Minister to see
that the money was spent in the best possible
way, and the Minister would no doubt give fair
information as to how it was to be spent if he
was asked.

Mr. POWERS said that in the Post Office esti-
mates proposed by Mr. Donaldson ‘there was
£5,000 put down, and another £5,000 for post
offices in the Works Department estimates of the
late Government. Sothat thelate Governiment set
down £10,000 for the purpose, where the present
Government set down £7,000, or £3,000 less. He
admitted that the Postmaster-General could give

no better information that evening than he had *

given, as he did not expect that his estimates
would come on, and was not prepared for such
questions,

Mr. DONALDSON said he would say, in con-
clusion on the subject, that he did make the
promises referred to.
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The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: There is

no record of them.

Mr, DONALDSON said there was a very
distinet record of the promise made with respect
to a post office for Laidley., The people of
Laidley agreed to supply a post office for a
certain time on the condition thatif the business
there increased to a certain extent within that
time they would have a post office erected there,
The people there had fulfilled their part of the
agreement, and he believed the business had
sufficiently increased for them to claim the post
office promised them by himself. That promise
had been put down fully in writing. He had
also made the other promise referred to hy
the hon. member for Nundah., The Treasurer
was perfectly right in saying it would be absurd
to schedule all those items. There had been
£5,000 set down for the Post Office Department
in the Postmaster-General’s estimates of the
late- Government, and another £5,000 for the
same department on the estimates of the Minis-
ter for Works, and it was the common practice
to build post offices out of those votes. He
knew the Postmaster-General could not carry all
the details of his department in his head, and
he thought the hon. gentleman had his papers
with him in anticipation of his estimates coming
on, and that was why he had spoken as he did,
and it was for the purpose of getting the vote
through that he suggested the hon. gentleman
should give the information that was asked for,

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said _the
previous Government had £10,000 on the Hsti-
mates for post offices, additions, repairs, and
furniture—£5,000 on the Post Office estimates,
and £5000 on the Works estimates. The
£5,000 on the Works estimates had not been
interfered with, and whether it included a sum
for a post office at Nundah and another at Laid-
ley he could not say that night, He hoped hon.
members would take that as final. The Govern-
ment would carry out any promises made by the
late Government for which provision was made
on the Estimates.

Mr. DONALDSON : You have reduced them
by £8,000.

The POSTMASTER - GENERAL said the
£5,000 on the Postmaster-General’s estimabes
of the late Government had been reduced by
£3,000, because, after going over the matter
with the Under Secretary of the Post Office,
they had come to the conclusion that £2,000 would
be sufficient for the purpose of meeting the
expenditure upon repairs, additions, and furnish-
ing.

Mr, DONALDSON said that the two votes of
£5,000 each in the Estimates of the late Govern-
ment had been reduced in all by £3,000.

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: One was
for post offices, and the other for repairs, addi-
tions, and furnishing.

Mr. DONALDSON said that as the hon.
member had pointed out, it was probable that
£2,000 would be enough for repairs and furnish-
ing, but it had been the practice to use the vote
also for new post offices, and that was far better
than to put down a sum for a post office here and
for another there. The department reckoned up
the amount that would be required for repairs and
for new offices that might be necessary. ., The two
promises referred to had been made by him, and
he would not be doing right if he did not support
the assertions of the hon. members who had
referred to them. In the case of Laidley a dis-
tinct agreement was entered into, and he under-
stood that the Laidley people had fulfilled their
part of the agreement.
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The Hor. J, M. MACROSSAN said he would
like to ask the Minister for Works whether the
amount of £1,000 put down for two additional
wards at the Dunwich Benevolent Asylum would
be sufficient to construct two wards ?

The MINISTER FOR WORXKS said he was
able to say that tenders had been accepted for
two additional wards at Dunwich for £850.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said he would
like the Minister to tell the Committee what
quarters for police magistrates and wardens he
proposed to build out of the vote for £1,000 set
down. He knew that on an average they cost
more than £1,000 each.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he did
not anticipate that there would be a very great
demand for quarters during the current year,

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN : There is
always a demand if they choose to apply.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that if
there were any demands, there was an unexpended
balance of £3,647 10s. 6d., in addition to that vote
of £1,000 to meet them.

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said there
was a demand already., There were many police
magistrates and wardens in the colony who
received an allowance in lien of rent, and it
would be much cheaper to build residences for
them. That was the demand.

Mr. GANNON said that at the risk of being
tedious he would once more point out the neces-
sity of removing the powder magazine. He
would again ask the Colonial Treasurer—

The COLONIAL TREASURER rose to a
point of order. He would ask the Chairman’s
ruling as to whether the hon. gentleman wuas in
order in discussing a matter that had already
been discussed when the Estimates of the
Treasury Department were considered. A reply
had already been given.

The CHATRMAN said the hon. member was
out of order in again bringing forward a question
to which a reply had been given when the
Estimates of the Colonial Treasurer were under
consideration.

Mr. AGNEW said he wished to know whether
the Postmaster-General acknowledged that the
sum of money to which he had referred had been
put on the HEstimates to construct a post office at
Nundah.

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said he ac-
knowledged nothing of the kind. He had said
that he had not inquired about that vote, and he
was not in a position to give the information that
night. .

Mr. AGNEW said he received the personal
promise of the late Treasurer, and he was satis-
fied to stand on that promise, that he had put a
sum of mouney on the Hstimates for the purpose.
He was satisfled to accept the assurance of the
present Minister that he had no intention of
interfering with that vote.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the
late Treasurer had not said it was on the Esti-
mates, 3

Mr. AGNEW said the late Treasurer stated
that he had recommended or placed the money

. on the Estimates ; and he accepted the assurance
of the Postmaster-General that he had no inten-
tion of altering it. If that was the understand-
ing he was satisfied ; if not, he was still prepared
to discuss the matter.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the
hon. member would not get a bit nearer having a
post office at Nundah by using language of that
sort, The Government did not admit the ve-
sponsibility of anybody except themselves, and
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they were prepared to accept the whole responst-
bility of their actions. He never heard till that
night that the promise referred to by the hon.
member had been made by the late Treasurer,
and he would like that hon. gentleman to say
now whether he had made the promise or not.
But even so, the responsibility lay with the
Government, and it was quite possiblethat, under
altered circumstances, promises made by the late
Treasurer would not be suitable to the present
circumstances of the colony, He would like the
late Treasurer to state distinctly whether he put
a sum of money on the Estimates for a post office
at Nundah or left a schedule that would enable
his successor to know that he had made such a
promise.

Mr. DONALDSON said the amount was not
put on the schedule, but it had been the practice
to pay for a lot of buildings out of the vote for
“ other buildings.”

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The hon.
member would simply like to have done it, if he
could.

Mr. DONALDSON said he fully intended to
build a post office at Nundah if he had remained
in office, and he believed there was sufficient
money on the Estimates for the purpose.

Mr. AGNEW said he took the Colonial
Teasurer’s speech to mean that if he (Mr.
Agnew) persisted in speaking they would get no
post office at Nundah. He did not eare whether
they did or not, but he had the courage to speak
according to his convictions; and even if he
deprived the electors of the chance of getting
a post office, he was going to have his say
on the vote. A distinct promise was given by
the late Colonial Treasurer, and in his opinion
it was the duty of an honourable Government to
respect the promises of their predecessors, If it
was not, he apologised for his stupidity in mis.
understanding their duty.

The COLONTIAL TREASURER said the
hon. gentleman had not the slightest justification
for summarising what he {the Colonial Treasurer)
had said in the words he had just used—mamely,
that if he persisted in talking he would get
nothing. He had used no threat, and he did
not mean toimply anything of thekind. Ife had
listened intelligently to the expressions of opinion
from members on both sides in regard to the wants
of their districts, so as to get information that
would be useful to Ministers; but he did not
know what object the hon, member might have
in blocking Government business.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN said he
had been waiting for an opportunity for the last
few minutes to refer to the ruling given by the
Chairman, to the effect that the hon. member for
Toombul was not in order in bringing up the
question of the powder magazine in connection
with the vote now under consideration ; and he
now wished to know why that ruling was given?
The Colonial Treasurerclaimed that powdermaga-
zines were in his department. There was an item
in that department relating to the keepers of
magazines ; but the buildings were in the Works
Department. He therefore wished to know why
the hon. member for Toombul was ruled out of
ordelz~ when he was asking a question about public
works.

The CHAIRMAN said the question, though
relevant to the vote, had been replied to in con-
nection with another item.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN said the
Chairman had ruled an hon. member out of
order because he asked a question upon a vote
that was relevant to the subject under discussion,
That was absolutely new,
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The COLONIAL TREASURER said that
what the hon, member had just said was only
partially true, There was no doubt that the
expenditure on account of the buildings came
under the Works Department, but so far as that
department was concerned there wasno expendi-
ture contemplated at present in counection with
the Brisbane powder magazine. The matter
had been discussed and settled on a previous vote.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said that
what the hon. gentleman had stated was only
partially true. The building of powder maga-
zines came under the Works Department
always, and the salaries of the keepers were paid
by the Treasury Department, except in the case
of mining magazines. He hoped the hon. member
for Toombul would press his question.

Mr. GANNON said he would ask the Minister
for Works to kindly tell him whether there was
any intention to remove, at an early date, the
powder magazine now at Eagle Farm Flats?
Once more he wanted to impress upon the
Government the necessity for the removal of the
magazine, and the extreme: danger it was to the
citizens in and around Brisbane. He was really
sorry to have to take up the time of hon.
members over that matter, but he felt so strongly
that it was a great danger to the community thab
he regarded it as his duty to press for the re-
moval of the magazine,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said there
was nothing on the Estimates in respect to the
powder magazine ; and, so far as the Works
Department was concerned, there was no inten-
tion of doing anything with the magazine during
the current year. .

Mr. ANNEAR said be had a great deal to
do with the powder magazine, and he thought
the hon. member for Toombul was entirely
wrong in his contention that it should be
removed. The present site was alongside the
river. The explosives came from Europe,
and were put into the magazine, and the chief
part of those landed in the port of Brishane
were sent to the North of the colony. If the
magazine was removed to any place where
the explosives would have to be carried by
rail or road, it would increase the cost of
explosives by at least 2d. per lb. There
was no danger from the magazine as it was at
present situated. There were not twenty
people living within three miles of it. During
the last fortnight he had removed from the
magazine thirty tons of explosives, which had
gone to the North. Tt was said that the maga-
zine should be removed, so as to be out of the
reach of a flood ; yet during the lastflood, which
was the highest ever known in this part of
the colony, there was not 1 lb. of explosives
destroyed by water., The water did not come
within a foot of the floor ; but someone removed
a quantity of explosives from the powder maga-
zine to the coal shed erected for the Defence
Foree, and it was in that shed that some explo-
sives were destroyed. Solong as the present care-
taker was in chargeof the magazinethere would be
no danger of an explosion. The other day a
shipment of powder arrived from Germany, and
the kegs containing it were fastened with com-
position nails. The Navigation Act required
that all nails used in such cases should be copper
nails, and the firm to whom the powder was con-
signed had to take out all the composition nails
and substitute copper nails before the kegs were
allowed to be stored in the magazine.

Mr. GANNON said the hon. member who had
just spoken regarded the matter from a very
interested point of view. The hon. member
must know that he had made statements in
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regard to the powder magazine which anyone
who was acquainted with the district knew were
not facts. The place he (Mr. Gannon) proposed
to remove the powder magazine to was at
Lytton. It was easily accessible, and there was
also a prospect of a branch railway being made
to Liytton. There was a large area of Govern-
ment land in the vicinity, and there was always
a number of defence force officials about who
could look after the magazine. The hon. mem-
ber for Maryborough must know that there was
great danger to the community in connection
with the Way explosives were brought up to
Brisbane, Large quantitics were brought into
the city on drays nearly every week. He trusted
that the powder magazine would be removed.

The PREMIER said he must really once more
appeal to hon. members to get on with the
business. He had been a great many years in the
House, and he did not remember any session in
which the progress had been so slow as it had been
during the past few weeks when there wasnot a de-
liberate intention to obstruct the Estimates. On
all sides of the Committee they had been assured
that there was an intention to assist the Govern-
ment to bring the session to an early close,
and yet in the way they were going on at the
present time it certainly could not close before
Christmas. He did not know whether it was due
to the inexperience of some hon. members in the
committee, but that would be the necessary result
of the discussion going on. What was the use of
discussing the removal of the magazine? The
Government did not intend to alter the site of
the magazine, and if hon. members talked
about it for two days it would not make
any difference. He appealed to the hon. member’s
sense of the fitness of things not to occupy
unnecessarily the time of the Committee over a
matter that was not on the Hstimates. Of
course they could find 365 or 3,650 cases in the
colony where buildings were not erected. But
if they were to have a discussion on each of them,
parliamentary business would become an absolute
impossibility, He appealed to members on both
sides of the Committee to endeavour to bring the
session to an early close.

Mr, GANNON said the hon. gentleman spoke
as though hon. members op his side were
obstructing the Hstimates. Such was not the
case. He had been quite long enough in the
House to know that if they talked for a month it
would not make the slightest difference in the
Estimates. With the exception that it afforded
an opportunity to hon. members to bring forward
wrongs which ought to be righted, it was a per-
feet farce discussing the Estimates. Hebelieved
that there had been far and away more obstruc-
tion from the Government side of the Committee
by the long speeches made by hon. members
on a number of questions, than there had
been by members of the Opposition. He
did not often speak ; but when he did it was
on subjects he knew something about. The
question of the removal of the powder magazine
was a matter of the greatest importance to the
citizens of Brisbane ; it was one concerning the
lives of hundreds of people, who should be taken
care of by the Government. And although the
Premier said the powder magazine would not be
removed, it was well known that such pressure
could be brought to bear on the Government
that they would have to remove it. e hoped
the Government would withdraw from the posi-
tion they had taken up, and decide to remove
the magazine from the Hagle Farm Iflats with-
out any such pressure being brought to bear on
them.

Mr. DONALDSON said it was unfair of the
Premier to accuse members on that side of
obstructing the business.,
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The PREMIER: T appealed to members all
round.

Mr, DONALDSON said the hon. gentleman
spoke to members on that side. The members
of the Opposition had been particularly mild in
their criticisms of the Estimates. It must, how-
ever, be admitted that the Estimates were going
through very slowly, and he trusted they would
soon be disposed of, The hon. member for
Toombul was, ‘he knew, very much in earnest
about the removal of the powder magazine.
He had had many conversations. with ths
hon. member on the subject. The hon., member
was not present when the Treasury estimates
were under consideration, and he now sought
for information as to whether it was intended
to remove the powder magazine from its present
site. However, he had now got an answer, and
it was to be hoped that there would be no further
discussion on the subjeet, which was not properly
before the Committee, the Treasurer being re-
sponsible for the management of the powder
magazine, though the vote for the erection of a
new building would come wunder the Works
Department, just the same as the erection of
buildings for the Post and Telegraph Depart-
ment came under the Works Department.

Mr. CROMBIE said he knew that people
resident in the neighbourhood of the powder
magazine were very anxious on account of the
danger of explosion. He had sat patiently
waiting until the hon. member for Toombul got
an answer to his question, and it had taken three-
quarters of an hour to get it. The Government
were therefore to blame for the delay that had
taken place, not the hon. member for Toombul.

Mr. LITTLE said he thoroughly endorsed
the remarks of the Chief Secretary and the
leader of the Opposition, that they should try and
push the Estimates through. The hon. member
for Toombul seemed to be terribly afraid of
powder. If their fathers had taken the same
view of it, few of them would be there that
night, He did not think there was any danger
at all in connection with the magazine.

The Hon. P. PERKINS said he did not
know what quantity of explosives was stored in
the magazine, which was situated some miles
down the river below the Hamilton ; but he had
noticed a statement within the last few weeks to
the effect that there were 600 tons of explosives
in the magazine at Bacchus Marsh, about four
miles from Melbourne, or about two milesin a
straight line. He believed there was nothing like
that quantity in the magazine here, and with
proper precautions there need be no danger. At
any rate, those who raised that storm in a teapot
should suggest some better site for the magazine.

Mr. AGNEW said what he wanted to ask was
whether the Government would give some assur-
ance that the promise made to him that a post
and telegraph office would be erected at Nundah
would not be ignored ?

The PREMIER said the promise asked by the
hon. member was one that could not possibly be
given. Ashad been pointed out by the Trea-
surer, the Government were responsible to Par-
liament for what they did. Whatever they did
they did on their own responsibility, and not on
the responsibility of anybody else; so that the
information the hon, gentleman asked for could
not be given.

Question put and passed.

ROADS AND BRIDGES.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that
£8,000 be granted for roads and bridges. Con-
tracts had been let for repairs to the Rockhamp-
%}n bridge, and for the bridge over the Mary

iver,
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The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN said he
should like to know on what principle the item
of £3,700 for roads and bridges was to be dis-
tributed ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he in-
tended to follow the principle adopted by his
predecessor in apportioning that money in the
Northern portion of the colony. The ££3,700
would be supplemented by £1,754, so that there
would be nearly £6,000 to be distributed, and the
sparsely-populated districts were the places whers
he intended to administer the vote.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN :
Northern portion of the colony?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Mr. BLACX said, with regard to the repairs
to the Rockhampton bridge, he understood the
arrangement that was made between the late Go-
vernment and the municipal council was that the
Government should pay half the cost. From
what the Treasurer had said just now there was
some doubt as to whether he would consider him-
self bound by the promise of the late Govern-
ment ; but if that promise were carried out, he
should like to know if £3,000 would be sufficient
to pay half the cost of the work ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the con-
tract price for the work was £5,968, and, in
accordance with the promise of the late Govern-
ment, the Government would provide one-half the
cost. The £3,000 was put down for that pur-
pose,

Mr. BLACK said he was glad to hear that in
some cases, at all events, the Government did
not intend to repudiate the promises of their pre-
decessors. v

The PREMIER said the Government would
repudiate no contracts made by any previous
Government ; but idle promises made by Minis-
ters when full of good intentions were in no way
binding upon their successors. No Government
could be carried on if a Government was bound
to carry out all the benevolent intentions of their
predecessors, as expressed to deputations. Go-
vernment would be impossible under such condi-
tions. The previous Government had made a
good many promises, and perhaps that was one
reason why they were not now in office, because
it was thought time that an effort should be made
to rectify the finances of the colony.

Mr. AGNEW said he had his view of that
matter also. The late Government had put
down £13,000 for that vote ; the present Govern-
ment had reduced it by £5,000, and it would now
appear that the constituencies of those members
who had the courage of their convictions and voted
in a certain way were to be punished. He was one
of those evidently from the vote that had just been
passed, and he should have to do his best in the
matter. He agreed with the late Minister for
Lands that it was a bad principle to inaugurate in
the colony, that the promises made by respon-
sible Ministers should be regarded as worth
nothing. If the public were to regard the pro-
mises and the honour of Ministers of the Crown
as not worth anything, then the commercial
morality of the colony would receive a deep and
severe blow.

Mr. GANNON said he would ask whether
anything had been arranéed with regard to a
bridge over Breakfast Creek on the Bowen
PBridge road, near the hospital ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said some
papers had recently come before him in connec-
tion with the bridge; but no provision had
yet been made for it.  The matter had been con-
sidered by the previous Government,

In the
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Mr. AGNEW' : And repudiated by the present
Government ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Nothing of
the kind.
Question put and passed.

RAILWAYS—GENERAL ESTABLISHMENT.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hon.
T. O. Unmack) moved that £14,436 be granted
for railways—general establishment. Most of
the increases were apparent only, the amounts
having been previously paid out of other votes
in the department. There was an increags in
the salary of the Geeneral Trafic Manager, which
was promised to him some time ago, in conse-
quence of a rearrangement of his duties.

Mr. DRAKE said he wished to call attention
to the alteration that had been made in the time-
table on the Sandgate Railway during the pre-
sent month-—an alteration that had mflicted a
great amount of hardship and inconvenience on
the residents of Petrie terrace, Red Hill, Kelvin
Grove, Fast Paddington, and the whole of that
.district, Those people had been in the habit of
using the Normanby Railway station to some
extent for the purpose of coming into town,
and to a very large extent for the purpose
“of travelling to and from stations on the Sand-
gate line. On the Ist November an alteration
was made in the time-table, by which all the
traffic was diverted from the line going through
Victoria Park, and sent through the Valley.
The effect of that had been practically to denude
the Victoria Park line of all traffic. On the pre-
sent occasion, he wished simply to lay the facts
before the Committee, without commenting much
on them or suggesting any remedies, because the
Railway Commissionershad consented to receivea
deputation from the residents of those districts
next Friday. He still hoped that some arrange-
ment would be made by which the traffic could
be carried on in such a way as not to inconveni-
ence the residents. If not, he should take an
opportunity before the session closed to endeavour
to get from the Government some assurance that
the interests of those people would not be entirely
sacrificed. Last week he put a question to the
Minister for Railways with regard to the traffic
for the previous twelve months upon that line
from the two stations that still remained open
—from the Exhibition station and from the
Normanby station. His object in asking the
question was to show that during the twelve
months ended on the 3lst October there was a
considerable amount of traffic to and from those
stations.” Since the 1st of the month, by the
new arrangement, the traffic had been practically
taken off that line, and no doubt figures would
be forthcoming by-and-by to show that the traffic
during the present month had been insignificant,
and that under such circumstances it would be
hardly worth while to carry on the service at all.
He wanted to show how that had arisen. 1Inthe
first place, one station-—Bowen Hills—which was
on the Victoria Park line, had been taken off
that line and put upon the Valley line; conse-
quently the traffic from the district round about
Bowen Hills station would in future be credited
to the new line going through the Valley, and
not to the old line going through Victoria Park.
That left only the two stations—Exhibition and
Normanby. Since the new time-table came into
operation, there had been a service put on be-
tween Roma street station and Mayne junction,
but it was a service of such a character that there
was no possibility of its becoming a paying one.

It was not a service of trains, because it consisted
of one train only, and it was composed of. the
engineand two of the old tramears that were im-
ported from Americaeightor nine yearsago. That
train ran backwards and forwards eight times in
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the course of the day; the first train between
6 and 7, and the last between 5 and 6 in the
afternoon, and it ran only from Roma street to
Mayne junction and back., No doubt the trainhad
been timed as far as possible to meet the trains
coming the other way at Mayne Junction ; but,
as a matter of fact, passengers had to wait nearly
every time. He made the experiment once, and
had to wait twenty-two minutes. He would
point out the inconveniences to passengers
attempting to travel by that train. A passenger
could not book through to anywhere. If he
wanted to go from Normanby station to the
Central station he had first to take his ticket to
Roma street. At Roma street he had to get out,
go over the bridge, get another ticket, and then
go back again and start from the same side of
the line as he came. He (Mr. Drake) was
speaking from information given to him by men
who were in the habit of travelling that way. Any-
one who had attempted to travel in that
way would not do so again. If a passenger
wanted to go the other way, he had to take a
ticket first of all for Mayne Junetion, and
to wait for a train when he got there; and
there was only a small shed and an open plat-
form there. He had thento take another ticket,
and start on a fresh journey. Passengers would
not travel in that way, and no doubt the traffic
upon that branch—if it could be called a branch
now—would fall off still further. .He did not
want tosay a word against the Commissioners, who
were no doubt endeavouring to carry out what
they considered to be their duty to the best
of their ability ; and their first duty, in their
opinion was no doubt to make the railways pay.
No doubt they had that object in view, but the
convenience of people accustomed to use therail-
ways should also bestudied to a very great extent,
If the convenience of passengers was not studied
they would leave off travelling, and then there
would be but a very small probability of the line
being made to pay. He just wished to quote
some figures furnished to himi by the Commis-
sioners through the Minister for Railways in
answer to a question which he had put to
that Minister. They referred to the passen-
ger traffic in and out of the Normanby and
Hxhibition stations for the twelve months
ending 31st October. From the Normanby station
inand out of Brisbane—Roma street and Central
station—during the year there were 8,388 tickets
issued, and the receipts were £130 16s. 9d., and
he might say that he did not think that the
Central station had been open during the
whole of that time. From the Normanby
station in and out of all other stations the
passenger tickets issued numbered 389,228,
and the receipts were £1,597 18s. 3d. The
totals therefore in and out of the Normanby
station would be 47,616 tickets issued and
£1,728 13s. revenue received. With regard
to the Hxhibition station, the figures were
—in and out of Brisbane—Roma street and
Central—tickets issued, 11,835, and receipts,
£159 bs. 6d.; in and out of other stations,
49,195 tickets issued, and receipts, £2,379 2s. 10d.,
making the totals for the Hxhibition station,
60,530 tickets issued, and £2,538 8s. 4d. revenue
received. The total number of tickets issued in
and out of both those stations together numbered
108,146, and the total revenue received from them
was £4,267 1s, 4d. Those figures would show
that those two stations had been largely availed
of by the public, and he claimed that it would be
a very great hardship for the people residing
round about those districts, who were in the habit
of using the Normanby station, if that station
was closed; and he saw pretty clearly that
the figures that would be forthcoming under
the present system would furnish an argu-
ment -against that station, That station had
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been a very great convenience to the people living
in the districts he had mentioned, and it was the
only portion of the Queensland railway system
that touched that district. It was a populous
district, and was becoming more populous every
day, and it was extremely hard that when they
were trying to get increased railway communica-
tion there should be a prospect of those dis-
tricts being actually deprived of the com-
munication they had at the present time.” As
it was very closely connected with that matter,
he should like to say a word about the
Enoggera railway, which had been before the
Committee on several occasions. A railway
had been surveyed, as a great many members
knew, some fifteen or sixteen years ago, from
a point just beyond the Normanby station, to go
out to Hnoggera, and the people of that district
had been waiting and anxiously looking forward
for that railway ever since that time. On several
occasions the matter had been brought before
the House, and in 1887 the House affirmed by
a unanimous vote that it should be amongst
the first railways to be constructed. On various
other occasions assurance had been given that
that railway would be constructed as soon as
means were available. A very great number of
people were of opinion that an important mistake
had been madein the first place in not taking the
North Coast Line vid Normanby and Samford,
and that opinion was expressed by a number of
men who knew far more about engineering and
railway matters than he did. All the hopes
entertained by the people of those districts from
time to time that they would have the benefit
of railway communication had been disappointed
one after the other, and it seemed now from the
action being taken that they were going to be
deprived of the very meagre accommodation
they had at the present time. He hoped the
Railway Commissioners would see their way to
recommend that action should be taken by
which the requirements of the people of those
districts would be met. He did not wish at
present to suggest any means by which they
should be met, because he understood that
the Commissioners for Railways had the matter
under consideration. He trusted they would see
their way to do something, so that a line which
had been a useful line, and that should, according
to promises held out from time to time, be the
first portion of a line to Enoggera, should not be
closed through a diversion of fraffic.

Mr. NORTH said he would like the Minister
:to inform the Committee how it was that the
£100 previously ;paid to Stephen Welch, a late
engine driver in the employ of the department,
had been knocked off 7 He was not going to
allow the vote to go through until he got to the
bottom of that case. He meant to fight it out
on that vote.

Mr. ARCHER said there was one subject he
would like to call the attention of the Minister
te. Hethought it was a matter seriously affect-
ing the revenue from the railway ; but if they
had sufficient information it might be shown that
it was the best possible way to manage it. He
referred to the rates of carriage from the out-
side districts, which had been greatly lowered
because the colony had to compete with New
South Wales, which colony possessed physical
advantages that Queensland did not possess.
That would not be so serious if it affected only
one line of railway; but it became a serious
matter when the rates on one line were lowered
so as to catch the trade that would otherwise go
to another part of this colony, and then lowered
the rates on the other main lines so as to equalise
the rates on the three main lines of railway. At
the present time freights were much lower on the
Central line and on the Northern line than they
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would be if there was no necessity for fighting
New South Wales in order to get the traffic that
would otherwise go there. He wished to know
whether there had been a close calculation as to
whether the loss of trade that would accrue on
the Southern line by not lowering the freights,
and thus enabling the freights on the North-
ern and Central lines to be raised, would
not more than compensate for the loss of
trade that would go to New South Wales.
If so, it would be much more satisfac-
tory than the present system to everybody,
except the squatters, who could afford to
pay a little more. At the present time the
freight from Tambo to Rockhampton was only
half what it used to be years ago, and the wool
was only one day on the way to port instead of
being four or five months; so that he thought
the freights might fairly be raised to a remuner-
ative standard. No doubt the matter had been
considered, and he would like to know what
resuls had been arrived at by the department.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said
the matter was now under the serious considera-
tion of the department, and arevised tariff would
probably be ready within two or three weeks,

Mr. ALLAN said he wished to place on record
one or two matters connected with the railways
that had been promised in his district. They
had been dangled before the electors for many
years, but they had not yet been constructed.
Nine years ago provision was made for the
survey of a direct line to Warwick, and six years
ago the sum of £750,000 was included in the Loan
Act for the construction of the several lines; but
not one shilling had been expended with the ex-
ception of the cost of the surveys. It made people
lose faith in their representatives, and also made
hon. members lose faith in the power of Par-
liament, when railways were not constructed,
though they had been promised and the
money had been voted. He also wished to
refer to the promised branch line from Hendon
to Allora. As hop. members were aware, it
was originally intended that the main line should
go through Allora, but it was taken by a
route which left Allora four or five miles from
the railway. After a great deal of agitation, the
present Colonial Treasurer, who was then
Premier, undertook, on condition that the people
of the district would build the line themselves,
that money should be found for the purpose
under the Local Works Loans Act. He con-
veyed that information to his constituents, who
agreed to the proposition ; but the Government
afterwards decided that it would be hetter for
them to build the line, and they put the money
on the Hstimates for the purpose. The vote was
stonewalled, however, and thrown out ; and now
it had been struck off altogether. In order that
the facts might be placed on record, he would
read thé correspondence he had had with the late
Minister for Railways and others in regard to the
direct line, so that the Committee might know
the hardship suffered by his constituents through
the action of successive Governments, Afterthe
close of last session, on the 18th November, he
wrote the following letter to the late Minister
for Railways, Mr. Nelson:—

* Brisbane, 18th November, 1889,

“ DEAR SIR,

“Now that the House has risen, and while the
majority of the Ministers are in town, I wish to refer to
some mattersin your department which very intimately
coneern my district. The importance of the subjects
you will, I think, consider a sufficient apology for
troubling you. I refer particularly to the line from
Munbilla to Landawk-the permanent survey of which
has heen made—and a short line from Hendon to Allora.
In regard to the last, I am well aware that it is not the
fault of the Government that this is not being gone on
with, as, had the Opposition not stonewslled the work,
it would have been one of the first constructed, as the
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survey is already made. Would you he good enough to
inform me what the Government propose to do with this
line next session?

“Iwould also be obliged i you could inform me
when Mr. Lethem may be expected to resume his
survey of the direct line; also, if you would be agree-
able to let him recommence that work at the Warwieck
end, which I would personally prefer; also, should Mr.
Tethem’s services he considered indispensable in a
different locality, will you instruct some other com-
petent railway surveyor to undertake this work at
once? As to the Munbilla-Landawk section of the
direct line, this isnot in my district, but my con-
stituents are much interested in its being proceeded
with. I am well aware that heretofore great difficulty
would have been experienced by the Government had
they brought this on, consequent upon the opposition
that existed to it in the House, especially among the
Northern members, Iam surethisantagonism was caused
from want of information, and it is gratifying to know
that those best qualified to judge are now in favour of
carrying out this work. I believe I may take the
liberty of ineluding you in this category, and I under-
stand that none of the Cabinet are adverse. Several of
the Northern and Central members, who previously
stated they would oppose its construction, have now
informed me that they are in favour of it. TUnder
these circumstances, I do not think I ask too much
when I request your assurance that the Government
will bring the section on for approval of Parliament
early next session, The section I have specified
traverses, as you are aware, very fine agricultural land
thickly populated, very productive, and eapable of
mueh expansion. I consider. the Government will
e fully justified in constructing it simply as a branch
line alone, without taking into consideration its con-
nection with the main project of the direct line.
You personally know the district, thevefore I will not
trouble you with statistics of population, and produce
grown, and the certainty of there being opened up large
industries in timber, coal, etc. I may, however, point
out how deeply my constituents and mrself have this
matter at heart, and feel that the time has more
than arrived when some action should be taken by the
Government, I will therefore anxiously await your
reply, trusting it will be definite and favourable.

¢ Yours very truly,
W ALLAN.

““Hon. Hugh Nelson, Minister tor Railways, Brisbane.”
Three days afterwards he received a short and
distinet answer from the Minister as follows :—

“ Becretary for Railways’ Office,
“ Brisbane, 21st November, 1889.

¢ SIR,

“I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of
your letter of the 20th instant, having reference to the
railway—Ipswich to Warwick—for which £500,000 was
provided by the Loan Act of 1884. Knowing the country
as I do, I have always been cognisant of the fact that
there is good country at each end suitable for close
settlement. I have, therefore, been of opinion that to
construct a section at each end to connect with exist-
ing lines would be a wise measure. In response to
your question, it is the intention of the Government to
submit plans next session, for s section from Munbilla,
on the Fassifern line, to Landawk, in the direction of
Spicer’s Peak.

“ With reference to the line from Hendon to Allora, I
have already expressed my views on this matter, and
may remind you that this was included in the list of
railways which was brought down to the House last
sesgion, and afterwards withdrawn, It isthe intention
of the Government to bring this matter forward again
next session.

“1, yesterday, had some conversation with the chair-
man of the Commission and the Chief Engineer, having
reference to the survey, Warwick towards Spicers
Peak, and find that there will be no objection on their
part t0 the course you recommend being adopted-—that
is, for the survey, when it is resumed, to he carried for.
ward from the Warwick end. As to the individual sur-
veyor to be placed on this work, that is purely a depart-
mental matter, it being the function of the Commis-
sioners and the Chief Engineer, who are acguainted
with the individual capacity of each surveyor, to allot
the work. No doubt a competent staff surveyorwill be
sent as soon as the work in hand allows of this survey
being resumed.

I am, six,
““Your obedient servant,
“(Signed) HueH M. NELSON,

‘“Secretary for Railways,
“Wm, Allan, Esq., M.LAY
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‘When he received that letter he came to the con
clusion that at last they were getting within
measureable distance of having that work done,
and his constituents naturally came to the same
conclusion ; but now they found that it was as
far forward as it was nine years ago, before the
money was put on the Loan Estimates. He
might say that the promise given by the late
Minister for Railways was carried out as far as
it could be carried out. 'The line was put on the
schedule which was tabled at the beginning of
the session, and surveyors were sent up with
instructions to go on with the survey of the line
from Warwick towards Spicer’s Peak. He
regretted to say that those instructions had been
cancelled by the present Minister for Railways,
and the surveyors had been withdrawn. Think-
ing that the line was likely to be proceeded with,
and hearing that the Railway Commissioners
wished to see the country, he undertook, a few
months ago, with their permission, to travel with
them over the route of the line. They spent
several days on the trip, and carefully inspected
the country from Harrisville, vid Fassifern,
Lanhawk, and Maryvale, towards Warwick.
He had heard much about the line ; but was cer-
tainly not prepared to find such magnificent
country and beautiful scenery. There was no
more beautiful scenery or better soil on the face
of the earth than there was on that line. He
would not take up the time of hon. members by
giving a description of it. He had written a short
pamphlet about it, and would be very glad
to give a copy of it to any hon. member who
desired to obtain information on the subject.
He would read a short extract from the pamph-
let, which summmed up the case more concisely
than he could do in a speech. After speaking of
th'edcountry which the line would traverse, he
said —

““Stopping at the Warwick bridge over the railway,
we noted where the main line would be tapped by the
proposed line (the via recta) which, when completed,
will not only open all this eountry Ihave attempted to
roughly sketch, with its grand soil and scenery, but
will also, by a line 62} miles long, shorten the distance
between Ipswich and Warwick, and between Brisbane
and Sydney by 57} miles.

“We have lately heard of the construetion of the Forth
Bridge by private companies, at a cost of £2,250,000
sterling, in order to save twenty miles in distance and
half an bour in time. For less than a guarter of thig
amount, this line will save three times as much in dis-
tance and six times as much in time between the
capital cities of New South Wales and Queensiand ; and
in addition open up @ great farming, timber, and
mineral district for sixty-two miles. Besides, it will
save the reduplication of the present line, vid Too-
woomba, which otherwise will become a necessity in
the near future. Such reduplication would require the
alteration of the whole permanent way, tunnels, and
bridges between Ipswich and Warwick—140 miles—
and although this would entail much greater cost
than the direct line, not a mile would be added to our
railway system, nor a single extra acre of country
benefited.

“Iam glad tosay I tound the principal freeholders
on the proposed line willing to meet the Government
liberally. Along the greater distance, and where the
most valuable land exists through which this line passes,
the owners or their respective representatives were
quite willing to agree (or advide their principals to
agree) to my suggestion—that they should give up to the
Government, free of cost, whatever land was required
for railway purposes. In fact, I did not receive one
refusal, although of course I was unable to see many of
the smaller holders.

“Y would like to point out that neither this line
nor any section of it has ever officially been before
the House. I have been surprised to find many
well-informed men, and even some members of
Parliament, under the impression that it has. Two
lines have been before the House with which the
direct line (often appropriately called the wia recta)
has been confused—namely, a proposed line called
Thane’s Creek line, from Warwick towards Inglewood,
and a section of a proposed line from Warwick towards
St. George, and for which #£250,000 appears in the
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£10,000,000 loan. These two proposed routes, ag far as
they went, were nearly similar, except in name. They
did not, however, in any way touch on the direct line;
indeed, they are on the opposite side altogether of the
Southern and Western Railway. I applied in the House,
in 1882, for a survey of the direct line, and it was
granted by the McIlwraith Government, and the then
Minister for Lands reserved what land he could in the
direction it was presumed the survey would take. The
Griffith Government included £500,000 in the £10,000,000
loan for the construction of the line, but no section of
it has yet been before the House. It was understood,
however, that one portion from Munbilla to Landawk
would come on this session.”

He need not read further from that pamphlet, but
would conclude by pointing out that the line in
question was regarded not even as an intercolonial
line, but as an international line; and to prove
that he would read a short note he had received
from a gentleman who was well known as one of
the first members of the Parliament in Victoria—
the Hon. William Campbell—who had for many
years taken great interest in fast means of com-
munication, and had written a pamphlet on fast
routes to Australia :—
19 Portman Square,
“Yondon, 14th August, 1890.
“DEAR ALLAN,

“I have read your paper on the direct linefrom
Harrisville to Warwick. The distance to be saved
should of itself be a good reason for constructing it.
Hereafter there will probably be a line of steamers from
Vancouver to Australia, and Brishane is the nearest
point to reach, and that alone should induce the
Queensland Government to shorten the time to the
southern colonies. The :narrow gauge is a great
mistake, as a fast steamer direct to Sydney from
Vancouver would deliver mails muchearlier than by
your present narrow gaugeline, so if Queensland aspires
to be the terminus for the mail steamers, it should
prepare for rapid communication.

“ Yours very truly,
“(Signed) WILLIAM CAMPBELL.”

So that interest was taken in that line, not only
in this and the neighbouring colonies, but had
also carried its reputation to the old country,
He sincerely trusted that the Government would
see their way in the near future to raise funds to
carry out some of those works that had been
promised for such a long time. There need
be no difficulty in raising money if they
would only do one thing—get rid of some
of their land. However, he was not going
mto that question now. He believed the
great majority of the Committee were of his
way of thinking, and that if hon. members
sitting on the Treasury benches spoke out they
all, with one exception, would express the same
opinion. By that means, and the iraposition of
the beer tax, they would soon get over their
troubles, and be able to proceed with those
works in the near future,

Mr. NELSON said the question under con-
sideration was not the making of new railways,
but whether they should grant the Government
a certain amount of money to maintain and
manage the railways that they now had, It
was, however, only natural for hon. members to
ventilate their grievances with respect to railway
construction, but the proper time for that was
when the Loan Hstimates came on, which would
not be very long. In order to divert the dis-
cussion to the subject in hand, he should
like to direct attention to a misconcep-
tion which, he Delieved, existed in the
minds of a large section of the public.
In the estimates before the Committee there
had been a reduction made of £14,161 as com-
pared with the estimates submitted only a few
months ago, and a good many of the public were
of opinion that that reduction had been brought
about by some pressure on the part of the Go-
vernment, Of course the estimates were pre-
pared by the Commissioners and submitted to the
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Government, and he felt quite certain that
the Commissioners would not submit to any
undue pressure in the way of cheeseparing on
necessary expenditure for the maintenance and
management of our railways., Still that impres.
sion had got abroad. It was referred to by the
leader of the Opposition during the financial
debate, and no proper reply was then given.
What a large section of the public wanted to
know was this: Whether they were entrusting
their lives and their property to the manage-
ment of skilled experts, as the Commis-
sioners were supposed to be; or whether they
were submitting themselves to the management
of a Minister who knew nothing, and was sup-
posed to know nothing, about the actual manage-
of railways? When he came to analyse that
£14,000, it seemed a wonder that any altera-
tion should have been made in the Estimates
at all. It was a mere flea-bite. £14,000
out of mnearly £700,000 was hardly worth
talking about. When he came to look at
the figures by which that reduction was
brought about, he noticed that the vote for
advertising had been reduced by £250. Had that
anything to do with the grievance brought before
the House a few days ago with regard to an
alteration being made in the running of trains
without any notice having been given? Surely
it could not be that in order to save £350 the
Commissioners were bound, by some means that
he could not imagine, to curtail expenditure in
advertising ! He believed the want of advertising
in the case referred to was simply due to an over-
sight on the part of one of the junior officials.
Then again he noticed that, although the number
of men employed had not been reduced, the wages
to be paid had been considerably reduced.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.
There has been no reduction in wages; on the
contrary, there have been increases.

Mr. NELSON said he did not say that there
had been any actual reduction in wages, but that
there was a smaller sum put down for the same
number of men. For instance, for 320 station
inspectors, warehousemen, porters, pointsmen,
signalmen, watchmen, extra labour, and con-
tingencies, there was provided in July £31,325;
that sum was mnow reduced to £29,525,
and the mnatural inference was that ces-
tain increases of wages were due, and in
order to economise those increases had been
knocked off. Then, again, there was a
reduction of £6,000 in maintenance. Of this,
£4,000 was on the Central line, and surely
it~ was only reasonable to expect that
some guarantee would be given that their rail
ways were going to be maintained in an
efficient manner.” If it required £61,000 for
the Central Railway in July, and only £57,000
in September, there must be some reason for it.
On the Southern and Western Railway, the
expense of which was more than half of the
whole expenditure on railways, there had been a
saving of £170. That was hardly worth malking.
On the Maryborough and Gympie Railway there
was 2 saving of £1,847 ; on the Central Railway,
£6,090 ; on the Mackay Railway, £400 ; on the
Bowen Railway, £700 ; on the Northern Railway,
£2,064. Those matters the Minister ought to
be able to explain, With regard to the saving on
the vote before the Committee, he had already
alluded to thesaving of £250 on the advertisements.
That was a very paltry saving ; and the saving on
travelling expenses, postage and incidentals was
so small that it seemed a work of supererogation
to make any alteration in the amount. There
was also a very paltry saving of £100 for com-
pensation for injuries. That was the amount paid
to Stephen Welch, of Laidley, who had been
receiving that sum as compensation from the
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Government for the last fourteen years. As far
as he knew, Welch was just as much entitled to
receive the money now as he had been any
time during the last ten years. It was
a pity that that small reduction had been
made. On the whole it was satisfactory to find
that the“fullest investigation of the present
Government had resulted in such a very small
amount of saving, showing that the Estimates
made in July had been framed with a view to
economy, and also to the interests of the public.
‘With regard to maintenance, it was a question
whether economy had not been carried too far.
He did not intend to criticise the details of the
vote, In fact it would be absurd for the Com-
mittee to take upon itself the internal manage-
ment of the railways of the colony.

Mr. STEVENS said he supposed the Govern-
ment were aware that the New South Wales
Government intended to construct a line from
Grafton to the Tweed, If so, it would be wise
to ascertain where the New South Wales line
would tap the Tweed. One of the principal
reasons for carrying the South Coast Railway
to Nerang was to get the trade of the Tweed
by making a shorter route to Sydney. The
survey from Nerang to the border had been
carried to the mouth of the Tweed. It was just
possible the New South Wales line might
strike the river higher up, and it would be
as well to ascertain that as soon as possible, A
line to the Tweed would open up an enormously
rich district, and it would practically annex that
portion of the neighbouring colony to Queens-
land. It was a matter of considerable im-
portance to secure that trade if possible. There
was another matter he would mention, which had
exercised the minds of a2 number of his con-
stituents lately, in connection with the running
of suburban trains, Some months ago it
was suggested to the Commissioners that a
daily train should be run for the benefit of
working men living in the suburbs at some dis-
tance from a railway station. That concession
was granted, and a train was arranged for to
bring those men into town in time for their
work., Very few persons took advantage of
the train when it was first started, but since
then the number had increased to some-
thing like a score from one station, and a
number of other passengers took advantage
of it. The Commissioners, finding that the
train did not actually pay, struck it off the
time-table. Many of the working men who used
that service lived three or four miles from the
nearest railway station. On the strength of that
service those men had purchased land, on which
they had erected cottages for themselves and
their families. He need hardly say that it was
to the advantage of the community at large that
working men and others with small means
should be encouraged to live in the country
instead of in a crowded city—not only an
advantage to the men and their families, but
a very great advantage to the colony. The
encouragement of that traffic was also one way
of making the railways pay. It might be
argued that in the management of railways the
strictest economy should be observed. But there
was such a thing as false economy, and that
might fairly be called false economy. In the
districts to which he was referring, settlement
had increased, townships had been laid out,
and allotments sold, chiefly to men of small
means, who could not afford to buy land near
the city., Houses had already been built, but they
wersnow empty ; and before longthe men who had
been encouraged by that service to settle on that
portion of the line would have to abandon their
homes. It was absurd to suppose that men
would walk, especially in summer time, three or
four miles to the railway station, work hard
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all day in town, and then walk back from the
station in the evening. If the service was
reinstated he ventured to say that within twelve
months there would be a paying traffic. The
matter was one which, under the circumstances,
the Commissioners should take into their earnest
consideration. It might be that the Commis-
sioners had received instructions similar to
those given by a Premier once in Vietoria—
namely, that there was a certain amount to be
expended, and they must not expend any more.
If that was the case he could understand their
carrying out such a service as that, but he
could not understand it upon any other grounds,
except perhaps that they had been used to a’
system in the old country of running lines
where there was a heavy population to make
them pay at once. That was not the principle
upon which lines should be run in this colony if
they wished to make a thickly-populated colony
of it. He could mention other cases of the kind,
which he had no intention of speaking about at
present. Another place that he thought was
not fairly treated in connection with the railway
service was Southport. There was not the
slightest doubt that a decently fast train run to
that place would pay its expense twice over. He
did not ask that it should be run in the winter
months, but in the summer months when people
were roasting in Brisbane and would be glad of
an opportunity to enjoy the fresh sea air and sea-
bathing to be had at Southport. The Saturday
express train to Southport last year took two
hours and forty minutes to make the trip, and it
was even more of an express train than the
Saturday train now, inasmuch as the train now
stopped at two or three more places on the road.
Under the present system of economy it took
two hours and forty minutes to complete a
journey of fifty miles, and the result was that a
year or two ago more people visited Southport by
water than now visited that place by train, A
company was established, and they provided
suitable steamers, and did a large business ;
but immediately railway communication with
Southport was established, the steamers were run
off, the company was practically ruined, and
their boats sold for a song; and now there was a
smaller traffic to Southport than there was
when the trip took five hours and a-half.
Hon. members would understand that it was
much more pleasant to spend five hours on a
comfortable boat in smooth water, enjoying the
sea air during the whole trip, than to be cramped
up in railway carriages—some of which must
have been built when the first railways were
established in Queensland—which were, as a
rule, kept closed all night, and were highly
odoriferous when the passengers entered them
in the morning. He was positive that if
the Commissioners would only run a decently
fast train to Southport the traffic would
pay the expenses twice over. It was supposed
that the trains on that line ran only at a
certain speed, seventeen miles an hour on the
part of the line between Beenleigh and Brisbane,
and twenty-two miles an hour on the rest of the
line. He had himself seen trains running from
twenty to thirty miles an hour on the whole of
the line. Whose fault was that? Were they to .
blame the Commissioners, the traffic manager,
the engineers, or the Minister? Of course the
Miunister was responsible to Parliament; bub
whoever was responsible, it was quite time that
some change took place.

Mr. AGNEW said he did not think he should
allow any time: to elapse before he drew the
attention of the Committee to the statement
made by the Minister for Railways at a very
unusual time and in his absence. When the
Speaker was voted out of the chair some few days
ago, the hon. member for Toowoomba raised a
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discussion on the railway service of the colony,
and he found from Hansard for that day that
the Minister, among other things, said :—

“In one district, Sandgate, I think, there are two or

three different sets of people who want different time-
tables, and between them it is hard for the Commis-
sioners to decide.”
He would read no more of what was a very long
speech, as he did not wish to waste the time of
the Committee unnecessarily, The Premier was
not a bit more anxious than he was to get
through the session ; but he would read to the
Committee a part of the reply which was given to
- Sandgate deputation that waited upon the
Commissioners for Railways in July last, and
they would then see how that tallied with the
remarks made by the Minister for Railways:—

“ Mr. Mathieson said, in reply, that the Commissioners

were indecd pleased to ses such unanimity amongst the
people of Sandgate with reference to the trainservice
they would like to have. It was a difficult matter to
deal with the question so as to give satistaction to all
concerned.”
He need not read any more than that, e was
quite at one with the Commissioners in the
opinion that it was a difficult matter to give
satisfaction to all the people in the colony, but
the Minister for Railways was not at all justified
in making the remarks referred to. The hon.
gentleman virtually said that the people of
Sandgate did not know exactly what they
wanted, while the Commissioners, on the
contrary, said that they 'were indebted to the
people of Sandgate for putting their require-
ments in a nutshell. He wished now to
draw the attention of the Minister for Rail-
ways to the remarks he had made, and to
the statement made by the Commissioners. He
could have moved the adjournment of the
House on the day afterwards, but he had never
exhibited himself in the House as a member who
was disposed to waste the time of the House by
motions for adjournment or in any other way.
He took the present opportunity, though it was
not the first, of asking the Minister to correct the
statement he had made.

Mr. GRIMES said the hon. member for
Enoggera had referred to the alteration made in
the running of the trains, and had stated that
the alteration was not giving satisfaction. There
was & grievance in connection with the matter
existing in his electorate, and he wished to bring
it under the notice of the Minister, seeing that
they could not well get at the Commissioners,
The Sherwood station was one of the principal
gtations along the line between Brisbane and
Ipswich, and it was one of the first established
on that line. The people of that distriet had
far better train accommodation six or seven years
ago than they had at the present time, as express
trains from Ipswich regularly called at the
Sherwood station, Express trains now ran
right past it to the great inconvenience of
residents of the district, many of whom were
business people, and were anxious to get into
the city as quickly as possible, A train used
to leave at 8.27, getting to Brishane at 8.55;
but now the express train ran past, and they
had to start eleven minutes earlier in order
to get to Brishane at the same time. In the
evening they used to have a train at 7.17, which
was very convenient for those who wished to
attend meetings in town ; but now the train in the
evening left at 7.2, which did not give sufficient
time for people to have their tea and get
back to the station again; and there was not
another train leaving Sherwood for town ti1110.17.
He trusted that when the Commissioners made
their alteérations they would take that matter
into their consideration, and give the Sherwood
people the same accommodation as in the past.
There was a rumour that the Commissioners in-
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tended to do away with one of the stations near
the Indooroopilly bridge, and shift the Chelmer
station some distance towards Brisbane. That
would be a great hardship to persons who had
bought land and put up buildings in the district.
They rightly thought that when a station was
fixed by the authorities it would not be removed ;
and he hoped that an explanation would be
given with regard to the matter.

Mr. GOLDRING said that an agitation had
been on foot almost ever since the Northern line
was opened to Hughenden to have an alteration -
made in the time-table. Persons travelling by
rail from Hughenden had to get up at 4 o’clock
in the morning to catch the train, That was an
inconvenient hour, and in the winter, when the
mornings were dark, people travelling in vehicles
ran the risk of running against fences or other
obstacles, He hoped the Minister would ask the
Commissioners to attend to the matter when
an opportunity offered, instead of leaving it
to the traffic manager of the Northern line,
because he thought they would be able to meet
the wishes of the people at the far end of theline,
There was a goods train run as far as Torrens
Creek, but the great proportion of the goods
carried on the line past Charters Towers were for
Hughenden, and it would be far better for that
train to run right through. The passenger train
had to stop at every little humpy along the line
to leave goods or mails, and he thought that if it
did not stop at so many places it might leave
Hughenden one or two hours later, and get to the
terminus at about the same time. He hoped the
Minister would try to get the desired alteration
made. Before leaving Hughenden a short time
ago some of the railway employés waited on
him and pointed out that on the Southern and
Waestern line the employés beyond a certain dis-
tance received an extra allowance, whereas that
privilege was not extended to the employés on
the Northern line, He was confidentit was only
necessary to bring the griesvance under the
notice of the Commissioners in order to have
it remedied. He would like to say a word with
reference to the Normanton-Cloncurry railway.
It had been stated by the Government that no new
railways were to be constructed at present. He
did not look upon that as a new railway ; but if
no new railways were to be constructed, he cer-
tainly thought that none which were not provided
for at the time the £10,000,000 loan was passed
should be constructed. It must be apparent to
hon. members that aline for which the money had
been voted should be constructed before a new
line. One item to which he would refer was the
Melbourne street extension, He could not see
the necessity for the construction of that line at
all, considering the facilities for communication
and transport there were at the present time,
and also considering the state of the Treasury.
A great part of the money would go into
the pockets of the owners of land for resump-
tion, and it would be more just on the part of
any Government to expend the money already
voted for different parts of the colony, than to
start a new railway such as that. When the loan
was voted it was stated that the money would
be spent on certain lines, but the promises then
made had not been carried out. On looking at
the unexpended loan balances, he found the
amount to the credit of the Normanton-Clon-
curry line was £427,169, whilst some £73,000
had been already expended—he presumed in
surveys. Was the country to reap no benefit
from that expenditure? He did not pretend
to dictate to the Government as to what
their policy should be, because the Government
had distinctly stated they did not intend to
build any new lines ; but the Cloncurry line was
not a new one. From an interjection made by
the Premier last year or the year before, he had
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been led to infer that the line would have been
built had the hon, gentleman remained in power,
but now that he was in power again the line was
not to be constructed. Ouly the other day when
discussing the motion of the hon. member for Car-
pentaria, the Premier had said that there wasnot
sufficient reason for building the line now ; whereas
there was even more reason now than when the
money was first voted. The construction of the
line would do an immense amount of good to the
country. It would prove remunerative, unlike
many lines which had been constructed, and it
would give an impetus to the mining industry
and would encourage the pastoral industry. It
would also prove of great benefit to the Northern
port of Normanton, He hoped the Government
would at an early date do something towards the
construction of that railway, or if they could not
see their way to construct the whole line, at
least take it as far as the first crossing of the
Flinders River, so as not to allow traffic to be
stopped during the wet weather as it was now.

Mr. SMYTH said he had a grievance which
had been before the Committee several times.
He contended that children going to school
should be carried free of charge on the railways.
It would pay the department very much better
to do that than to have to build schools and pay
schoolmasters. He gave the Minister for Rail-
ways a ticket at the beginning of the year show-
ing where a child had to travel about twelve
miles to school, and paid a guinea a quarter for
a ticket from the Railway Department, or
£4 4s. a year, to go to the nearest school. That
was an excessive demand, and he hoped the
Minister for Railways and the Minister for
Public Instruction would come to some arrange-
ment by which children would be able to go to
the nearest school free of charge by railway.

Mr. PAULsaid it was very easy tofind fault with
the Commissioners,and he was sorry that several
hon. members had criticised the action of the
Commissioners in a manner which he thought un-
just, They had held highand responsible positions
in the old country, and the Chief Commissioner
had managed one of the largest and most complex
railway systems in the United Kingdom, The
majority of members in that Committee had
supported the measure brought in by the late
Government on account, he believed, of the

successful manner in which the system had |

worked in Victoria, They had got as good a
man as the Victorians had in Mr. Speight, and
there was no doubt that the appointment of the
Commissioners in Victoria had had a most bene-
ficial effect. They all knew of the serious
accidents that used to occur on the Victorian
railways before the board was initiated in
that colony, and surely hon. members here
should give their Commissioners time to carry
out their work properly. He was certain they had
good men. Another matter which might have
been alluded to during his absence from the
Chamber, but to which he wished to refer was the
case of Stephen Welch, who had been injured
very severely whilst working as an engine
driver. There were no pluckier men than
engine drivers. They had to travel at a high rate
of speed through wind and storm, and often at
great risk of life, and when a man met with
such an accident as Welch did, whilst going
to succour people in time of flood, it was
perfectly monstrous to take away the pension
of £100, which he had been receiving
since 1876, when the accident occurred. He
just came in when the member for Logan was
speaking about the Beenleigh railway. He said
he did not know whether it was the fault of the
Comimissioners, Chief ¥ngineer, or Minister;
but he (Mr. Paul) would tell him whose fault it
was. 1t was the fault of Parliament for voting
1890—4 ¥
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for a cheap line, The rails were too light, and
the train could only travel seventeen miles an
hour, whereas from Beenleigh to Southport thers
was & first-class line. The Fassifern line was
another most dangerous line. He had seen a
train make four attempts to get up a steep
gradient. He thought they ought to thank their
stars that they had Commissioners who would
prevent the construction of political railways in
future.

Mr. BUCKLAND said the hon. member
for Logan had referred to the unsatisfactory
time-table in use on the South Coast Rail-
way, and he could confirm every word of
what the hon. member said in reference to
the stopping, without notice, of the early work-
men’s train about ten weeks ago. That train
was timed to leave Sunnybank at half-past
6, reaching town in good time for the men
to get to their various places of employment.
The train usually carried fifteen or twenty
passengers, and, although it was knocked off
without notice, people who had taken tickets a
few days previously had no allowance made to
them. Hehoped the Comimissioners would see their
way to reinstate that train. There wasatrain timed
toleave Stanley street at half-past 4, which never
carried more than half a dozen passengers, and
he saw no reason for keeping it on and knocking
the other off. Referring to the running of the
trains on the South Coast Railway generally,
there were a great many complaints as to the
rate of speed. He had in his possession a slip
from a South Brisbane paper, which ran as
follows :—

“ A gentleman informed us that between Southport
and Stanley street one hour and three minutes’ time is
wasted by the railway, and the officials on that line
have to kill it each trip to that extent. He Xept a
check of the time the train remained stationary at each
station over and above that requisite for taking on and
setting down of passengers, shunting, etc., and at the
end of the journey the total wasone hour and three
minutes. It wouldbe better to give people at Beenleigh,
where refreshments can be obtained, an extra bhalf-
hour instead of wasting the whole time along the line.
At any rate, it shows that the time of this long and
tedious journey could be shortened quite forty-five
minutes,”

He hoped the Minister or the Commissioners
would see their way to reinstate the train he had
referred to.

Mr. MORGAN said it was quite evident that
they would have to sack the Commissioners, be-
cause they could have the railways run much
more satisfactorily by appointing a committee of
experts from amongst members, one represent-
ing the North, one the Central, and one the
Southern distriets. If they did not give satis-
faction to the public they would, at all events,
ruin the railways. They had heard a great deal
about the Beenleigh aud Southport line, and the
conduct of the Commissioners in knocking off
trains which carried half a dozen passengers.
There was a great deal that might be said with
advantage about that Southport line, and one fact
was the following: Passengers were carried on
that line at first-class fares, cheaper than they
were carried at second-class rates on other lines.
The fare on the Southport line, first-class, was
134d., and second-class, 1d, per mile. In the
country districts, the first-class fare was 21d. per
mile, and the second-class 14d. Now, why that
difference ? He knew the Minister was not
responsible. e did not think the Commis-
sioners were responsible for originating that state
of things. He believed it was done in order to
encourage people to go down there and keep up
the price of 16-perch lots at the expense of the
country. Thatline wasin no way alittlesuburban
line which wanted to be treated specially, and it
was an injusticeto people living in the country that

there should be a differential rate in favour of
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such a line. There could be no justification for
it, as they were told the traflic was decreasing,
and therefore the fares should be raised. He
entered his protest against that system wof
differential fares, which was an injustice to the
people residing in the country. He would like
to hear the departmental defence of that scheme.

Mr. SMYTH said he wanted to travel to a
place called Morningside, on the Cleveland line,
and he waited at Stanley street station for half
an hour. He then asked a porter when the train
would be leaving, and was told it started from
‘Woolloongabba. The result was that he lost his
train, although the department lost nothing.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said he
would reply to the subjects introduced by the
late Minister for Railways as fully as he could.
The first question raised by him was in reference
to the estimates. Well, the estimates were
wholly and solely the estimates of the Com-
missioners, uninfluenced by him or by any other
member of the Ministry, although, of course, he
took the full responsibility. ‘The hon. the late
Minister for Railways had hit the nail on the
head by zaying that very possibly owing to two
months further accounts being to hand when the
present Hstimates were prepared to what were
available when the Commissioners submitted the
Estimates to him, they weie now more closely
framed. Such was the real fact, and that ac-
counted for most of the alterations and re-
ductions. Therehad been no interference on the
part of himself or any other member of the Go-
vernment with the Commissioners’ estimates., The
hon. gentleman veferred to the reduction in
the vote for advertising. No one knew better
than he that Ministers did not interfere with
the amount of money expended in those matters,
and they had no directions to give. Although
£1,000 was voted for advertising last year, the
total expenditure was only £700, and therefore
it was considered that £750 would be sufficient
for the present year. If the advertising had not
been done properly in the past, his predecessor in
office had never found fault with it, and he (the
Minister for Railways) was not in a position to
find fault with it either.

Mr. DUNSMURE said he had seen the adver-
tisement regarding the alteration of a time-table
in the paper only on the day the alteration had
taken place.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said that
one of the officers of the department who had
charge of the matter had overlooked it, and
took the entire responsibility and regretted
that it was his fault that the advertising was
neglected in that instance. In regard to the
next point, he might explain the items
guards and stationmasters and porters on the
Central line, that there had been no reduction
of wages at all. The three items of guards,
station inspectors, etc., and gatekeepers, on page
85, had been taken together and totalled up to
£44,375, while the actual expenditure for the
past year on the same items was £40,400. In
reference to the maintenance of the Central
line, the vote last year was £60,000, but the
amount, asked -for the present year was £57,000,
which was an apparent reduction of 4£3,000.
It was not a real reduction, because during
the past year, with the addition of a con-
siderable expenditure in consequence of the
floods, the total expenditure was only £55,500,
and the Government were now asking for
£57,000 for the same work, and the Commis-
sioners considered that would be sufficient, In
regard to the maintenance of the Cairns line, on
page 89, there was an increase of £1,000 upon
last year’s vote, and that was because the next
section of the line had not been opened,
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The How. J. M. MACROSSAN said the dis-
tance mentioned was seventeen miles in both
estimates.

The MINISTER FORRAILWAYS said the
iine cost a great deal to maintain ; but the Com-
missioners considered the amount asked for would
be sufficient. In reference to the remark made
by the hen. member for Logan concerning the
intention of the New South Wales Government
to proceed with their line to the Tweed, he was
aware that there had been an intention to
proceed with it, and he was in a position
to know, though not officially, that communi-
cation would be made to the Queensland
Railway Department in order that a terminus
might be agreed upon. If such an application
were made, the Government would be very
happy to respond. In regard to the remarks
of the hon. member for Oxley, he might state
that there were three stations—Indooroopilly,
Riverton, and Chelmer—close together; and,
owing to the adoption of the interlocking
system, the Commissioners intended to close
Riverton and remove the Chelmer station a few
chains, so that it might meet the requirements
of both places. Hon. members knew that,
under the 26th section of the Railways Act,
the position of stations was a matter entirely and
absolutely in the hands of the Commissioners. In
regard to the time-tables, he was sure the good
sense of hon. members would lead them to admit
that that was not the time or the place to say
anything about that. It was not within the
power of the Committee to say what special
trains should be run, or what time-tables
they should have. He was convinced that
it was the desire of the Commissioners to
meet the wishes of the public, whenever they
expressed them, in every possible way, so long
as they could do so without detriment to the
general service, and he was satisfied that the
wishes expressed by hon. members would receive
full consideration on the part of the Commis-
ssioners. He knew there was a revision of the
time-tables in contemplation, and it would come
into operation as soon as possible.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN said there
was no doubt that the time-tables and the traffic
were in the hands of the Commissioners ; but what
he wished to call attention to was that the Com-
missioners had got rid of some old servants who

shad been in the employment of the Govern-
ment for the last twenty or twenty-five years.
Those men were not under the old Civil Service
Act, and he thought some provision should be
made for them. They should not be turned
adrift simply because they were two or three
years over sixty. Some of them were, he believed,
fit for more work yet, He did not say they should
be pensioned, but that some allowance should
be made them in the shape of a certain amount
for every year’s service, and he would like to
know whether anything of the sort had been done,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said he
was very pleased to be able to answer the ques-
tion in the aflirmative. The Government had
taken into consideration the position of those
gentlemen who had been dismissed through no
fault of their own, and had authorised the Com-
missioners to make an allowance in.each case,
such allowance to be at the rate of fourteen days’
salary for each year of service, but the total
amount not to exceed six months’ pay.
The allowance was granted on the condition
that some restitution should bemade in the event
of their being employed within six months.
‘With reference to school children travelling on
the railways, that was entirely a matter for the
FEducation Department, and whatever arrange-
ment the department chose to make with the
Railway Department it would be readily adopted,
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Mr. AGNEW said the hon. gentleman had
not dei%'ned to reply to his remarks. Probably
the fault was his own, because he condensed his
remarks too much. He would now read the
whole of the hon. gentleman’s speech,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said he
would save the hon. member the trouble of
reading it and answer his question. But really
it was rather hard, when about a dozen members
had spoken, to expect the Minister to remember
everything that was said, especially on a matter
of trifling importance. It appeared that he
stated the other day that there were two or three
different opinions among the Sandgate people as
to the running of trains on the Sandgate line.
He got that information from the evening paper
for the day, and that was all the knowledge he
had of the matter,

Mr. AGNEW : What paper was that?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Telegraph.,

Mr. DRAKE said he hoped the hon. gentle-
ran did not consider the matter he had referred
to of trifling importance.

The MINISTER FOR RATILWAYS said he
did not consider the matter of the traffic from the
Normanby station one of trifling importance to
the hon. member. But the hon. member in
adducing figures in support of hiz case had
hardly stated the matter as it ought to be stated,
inasmuch as he included the Exhibition traffic on
that line in his calculations. At the present
time, the traffc to the Normanby station
averaged about 30s, a day.

Mr, DRAKE : That is this month.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said
that was for the present month, There was
every desire on the part of the Commissioners
to encourage traffic in every direction, and
only on the previous evening he told the hon.
member, when he suggested to him that the
traffic was arranged in such a way that it would
produce the least amount of revenue, that
if he consulted with some of his supporters
and ascertained what kind of time-table they
desired, he (the Minister for Railways) would
then do his best to induce the Commissioners to
adopt that time-table, provided it would work
in with the general traffic. He could do no more
at present. He was very anxious that the line
should pay, and it was not profitable to the
Government to keep the line idle. But on the

_other hand it was no profit to the Government
to run engines and carriages on the line when
there really was no traflic.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said the
Commissioners had lately introduced a new rate
of fares which included a %d. in some cases. He
would suggest to the hon. gentleman that he
silould recommend the Commissioners to abolish
that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It has
been done already.

The How. J. M. MACROSSAN : Iam very
glad to hear it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said
the matter was before the Cabinet that morning,
and on the recommendation of the Commissioners
it was decided to abolish half-pennies.

Mr. NELSON said with regard to the
grievance respecting the Normanby station, he
thought it was rather late in the day to
bring it forward. It should have been brought
forward when the Valley line was approved of
by the OCommittee. Hvery member must
have seen, when that railway was approved
of, that the traffic along the Victoria Park
line must cease. It was inevitable,
bring forward the grievance at that time

The

and to -
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f day, four or five years after the Valley
line was approved of, seemed to him rather
absurd. It was utterly impossible that the
Government could run two railways to the one
place. If the Normanby people were determined
that they should have the whole of the traffic on
the Sandgate line go past their station they
should have objected to the Valley line being
constructed at all, because anyone who knew
anything about railways must see that the Valley
line, running from the Central station throughthe
city, was bound to take the greater part of the
traffic, which consisted principally of passenger
traffic. If there were sufficient traffic to the
Normanby station to keep up a train service,
and that was proved to the Commissioners, he
had no doubt they would continue to run trains
to that station, but, unless that was proved, they
were not in any way bound to continue the train
service.

Mr. DRAKZE said when the hon. member who
had just spoken was himself in office he com-
plained once or twice that he was rather worried
by continual deputations from residents in those
‘distriets with regard to railway communication.
b Mr. NELSON: I never complained to any-

ody.

Mr. DRAKE said he thought the hon. mem-
ber once received a deputation, and expressed
himself almost angrily at being pestered with
deputations, The hon. member did not use that
word, but that was what he inferred ; and he
believed the hon. member assured that deputa-
tion that there was no intention to abandon
the Victoria Park line. The hon. gentleman
could not at that time have had such very
decided ideas, as he evidently had now, with
regard to the traffic on the line to the Normanby
station. Certainly he had not told the deputa-
tion that the question was definitely settled
when the Valley line was authorised to be built ;
and the deputation were led to believe that there
was no intention on the part of the Government
that the line should be abandoned.

Mr. NELSON said the hon. gentleman was
referring to a subject altogether different from
the one before the Committee—to the construc-
tion of the line to Enoggera. Of course at that
time it was not definitely settled what route the
line should take, and the deputation were told
so. What happened in connection with those
deputations was this: One had waited upon him
a short time before on the same subject, and he
gave them an assurance that the matter would
be inquired into, that a survey would be made,
and a report obtained as to whether the allega-
tions laid before him were correct or not, and
whether the proposals made were justifiable in
the public interest. Then when another deputa-
waited upon him a few days after asking for the
very same thing to be done, he explained that it
was being carried out. The complaint now made
was in respect to a totally different matter;
it was in reference to the train service
along the Victoria Park line, which had, to a
great extent, been superseded by the construc-
tion of the Valley line, which was approved
of four years ago. Anyone must have known
at that time that the Valley line when con-
structed must to a large extent take away the
traffic from the small line running through Vie-
toria Park, and that was the time to have
objected to the construction of the Valley line.
As to the running of trains, no doubt if the
population and the traffic justified it, the Com-
missioners would run trains as often as required
That was a matter that must be adjusted accord
ing to public requirements,

Mr. DRAKZE said as he had stated earlier in
the evening, he did not wish at present to go
into the question of the service of trains, because
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the Commissioners were going to receive a
deputation on the subject on Friday, and
perhaps some arrangement would be come to
which would meet the requirements of the people
in that district. With regard to the two deputa-
tions referred to by the hon. gentleman, he (Mr.
Drake) was not at the first, and the second,
he believed, waited upon the Minister in conse-
quence of an uneasy feeling which existed in
the minds of the people of the district that there
was some intention to abandon the Viectoria
Park line. What he wished particularly to
point out was that when that deputation waited
upon the hon. gentleman he did not consider it
had been decided four years ago, when the Valley
line was approved of, that the other line should
be abandoned. He contended that the uneasy
feeling in the minds of the residents of that
district had been fully justified by subsequent
events,

Mr., AGNEW said he did not think there was
any man in the colony who recognised more fully
than he did the difficulties the Railway Commis-
sioners had to contend with. He had been all
his life connected with railways, and when the
Railways Bill was passing through the House he
spoke in the same terms as he was speaking
now. 'The reply the Minister had given
him—that he had taken the information
from the Telegraph, instead of from the Chief
Commissioner—he was quite satisfied with, but
he thought the Commissioner was the best
authority. Another explanation he wanted was
this: He saw from a daily paper published in
Brisbane that information had been supplied by
the traffic manager to the effect that the
returns from the Sandgate Railway had fallen
off from 1885. He wanted to know in what
respect they had fallen off. He had gone
through the returns, .and could not see
that they had fallen off.  According to the
returns, the amount received from all stations on
the Sandgate line was £6,016 ; last year it was
£6,363. That was not a falling off. Again,
during last year the number of tickets sold was
42,000, as against 48,000 for the present year.
He should Iike that matter explained before
proceeding further.

Mr, GLASSEY said he should like to know
the reason for increasing the traffic manager’s
salary from £600 to £700 a year. He wished to
say at once that he did not in the slightest degree
oppose the vote from any personal motive. The
traffic manager was a gentleman in whom he had
the utmost confidence, and he dared say that
officer was not overpaid as compared with the
salaries paid to officers holding similar positions
in other colonies. But considering the large
number of men in all branches of the serviee
who had claimsfor increases which werenot recog-
nised, while men high up in the service got con-
siderable increases, he contended that the matter
requiredsome explanation. On looking atthe Hsti-
mates he found that the traffic manager’s salary
was £600, and that he had quarters and fuel valued
at £150, making £750 in all; and there was a
foot-note to the effect that he was paid 21s. a
day when travelling. That was a very consider-
able sum, and altogether that officer was very
fairly paid. Where others were paid more
than that, they were overpaid, Notwithstand-
ing the high opinion he held of the traffic
manager and the views he had expressed
with regard to his salary, he would at once tell
the Minister and the Committee that if he stood
alone he was going to move that that increase of
£100 be taken off the Estimates, and not only
in that department, but in all other depart-
ments, until justice was done to the claims of
persons who, in his opinion, were underpaid.
He thought the traffic manager was fairly well
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paid with £750 a year, considering the large
number of persons in the service working for less
than £100 a year. He moved that the item,
¢ Traffic Manager, £750,” be reduced by £100.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said the
General Traffic iManager occupied the most
responsible position that any officer could pos-
sibly ocecupy. All the lines throughout the
colony were under his charge, and the slightest
mistake made by an incompetent man might
cause an accident that they would be sorry for.
He was assured, first, that the proposed
increase was a long-standing promise made
and sanctioned by his predecessor. He was
assured, secondly, by the Commissioners and
by those who knew, that the salary was by no
means what it ought to be in accordance with
the salaries paid to similar officers in England
and in the colonies. The salary of a competent
man such as they had, and with similar duties
and responsibilities, would be from £1,200 to
£1,500. He considered Mr. Thallon’s salary was
by no means excessive, and it was richly earned.
He hoped the Committee would not allow the
proposed reduction to be made.

Mr. ANNEAR said the Minister talked about
promises made. A man getting a small salary
was entitled to as much consideration in the
matter of keeping promises as the traflic
manager., There was a man at Maryborough—
he was only a lamp-cleaner—who had been pro-
mised by Mr. Curnow, the late Commissioner,
that he should have the same pay as the lamp-
cleaner at Gympie and Bundabevg ; he was only
getting 4s. 2d. a day. That promise was never
kept. The present traffic manager was receiving
a very good salary. Some time ago his salary
was increased £100, and since that time three
other gentlemen had entered the department to
perform many ef the duties that Mr. Thallon
used to perform. Tt seemed that the less work
an official had to do the more salary he wanted.
He should vote for the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said
the traffic manager had now increased duties to
perform. He used to have charge only of the
Southern and Western traffic; he had now con-
trol over all the lines in the colony.

Mr. NORTH said he should like to have an
answer to his question as to why the £100 com-
pi?fnsation to Stephen Welch had been knocked
off.
The CHATRMAN said he would remind the
hon, member that the question before the Com- .
mittee was an amendment to reduce the vote for
the traffic manager by £100. The hon. member
could not raise any other question until that was
disposed of.

Mr. NORTH said he claimed his right to
speak befors the vote was put.

The CHATRMAN said the hon, member could
not do so. Standing Order 278 provided that~~

‘‘ When a motion is made in Committee of Supply to
omit or reduce any item of a vote, a question shall be
proposed from the chair for omitting or reducing such
item accordingly ; and members shall speak to such
question only until it has heen disposed of.”

Mr. MURPHY said that did not preclude
the hon. member from bringing forward his
grievance after the amendment had been dis-
posed of.

The CHATIRMAN said the hon. member
would be precluded from doing so by Standing
Order 280, which provided that—

“ After a question for omitting or reducing any item
has been disposed of, no motion shall be made or debate
allowed upon any preceding item.”

Mr. NORTH said he objected to the amend-
ment going to a vote until he got an angwer to
his question,



Supply.

The CHAIRMAN : I cannot allow any dis-
cussion to take place on that subject until this
question is disposed of.

Mr, NORTH said that in that case he would
object to the Chairman’s ruling,

Horourasre MEMBERS : Chair, chair !

Mr. NORTH said he could object to the
Chairman’s ruling, and have the matter rveferred
to the Speaker.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said he
did not wish to take the hon. member at a disad-
vantage.

Mr, NORTH : You took me at a disadvantage
before,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said he
objected to any such statement. He had never
taken the hon. member at a disadvantage, and
did not wish him to be taken at a disadvantage
now, They all knew that unless the mover of
the amendment before the Committee withdrew
his amendment, the hon. member for Lockyer
could not afterwards speak upon the point he
wished to refer to. The only way out of the
diffieulty was for the hon. member for Bundanba
to withdraw his amendment.

Mr. GLASSEY said he had no desire to
object to the hon. member bringing forward his
grievance, and he would, of course, withdraw his
amendment to enable him to do so.

The CHAIRMAN : Is it the pleasure of the
Committee that the amendment be withdrawn ?

Mr. MORGAN : No.

Mr. NORTH said he wanted an answer to the
question he had put.

HoxouraBLE MEMBERS : Order, order!

Mr. NORTH said the amendment had been
withdrawn,

The CHAIRMAN : The amendment cannot
be withdrawn, because an objection is raised to
its withdrawal by a'member of the Committee.
The question is—That the item, General Tratfic
Manager, £700, be reduced by the sum of £100.

Mr. MURPHY said it was not fair to prevent
the hon. member for Lockyer from bringing his
grievance before the Committee, and he appealed
to the hon. member for Warwick to allow the
amendment to be withdrawn so that the matter
might be discussed. The hon. member for Lock-
yer did not want to obstruct business, but he
had been surprised in the way the motion he had
brought forward had been deslt with on a pre-
vious occasion.

Mr. MORGAN said he had no desire to stop
the hon. member for Lockyer having a discus-
sion upon the subject he had brought forward ;
but he wished to have a vote taken on the
amendment moved by the hon. member for
Bundanba.

Mr, NORTH : Tt can be taken afterwards,

Mr. MORGAN said that possibly it could
after two hours’ discussion and in a thin house,
when by a catch vote the hon. member for Bun-
danba might secure a victory. He did not want
that to take place, and the hon. member for
Lockyer could bring his business forward on
any vote connected with the railways.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said he
would point out that the hon. member for
Lockyer could not increase the Hstimates. The
hon. member a few weeks ago had a motion on
the paper to ask the Governor in Council to
place a certain sum on the Estimates, and that
motion had been negatived, and he {Mr. Unmack)
maintained that they could not discuss the matter
at all now, because the question had already
been dealt with by the House during the present
session, and the motion put upon the paper by
the hon, member had been negatived.
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Mr. NORTH : It was not. I was not treated
fairly over it. I was jockeyed out of it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS said
they had nothing to do with that. The question
now was that the matter having already been
dealt with during the session could not be brought
up again. The hon. member could not put the
sum on the Estimates, and he did not see how it
could now be discussed at all.

Mr. BARLOW said he would ask the ruling
of the Chairman as to whether the Committee
knew what went on in the House? He would
ask further, whether, if the amendment before the
Committee was carried, it would not be the duty of
the Chairman to put the question that the lesser
sum of £14,436 only be granted ; and he would like
to know whether upon that question the hon.
member for Lockyer could not speak aslong ashe
liked. He submitted further that, even 1if the
amendment was negatived, the original question
would have to be put again, and the hon. member
could then speak upon the matter to which he
desired to refer,

Mr. HAMILTON said he did not see why the
hon. member for Lockyer should not be heard.
The hon. member had been two hours trying to
get an answer to his question. They were not
going to let the hon, member be burked in his
desire to ventilate his grievance. If an objection
had not been raised to the withdrawal of the
amendment, the matter would have been decided
long ago.

The CHAIRMAN: In reply to the hon®
member for Ipswich, I must inform the hon.
member that clause 278 of our Standing Orders
provides that :—

‘“ When a motion is made in Committee of Supply to
omit or reduce any item of a vote, a question shall be
proposed from the chair for-omitting or reducing auch
item accordingly; and members shall speak to such
question only, until it has been disposed of.”

Then clause 280 says :—

“ After a question for omitting or reducing any item
has been disposed of, no motion shall he made or debate
allowed upon any preceding item.”

Mr. BARLOW said that speaking to the
point of order the Chairman was now pubting
the question that the specific item mnentioned
should be reduced by £100, and when ‘that was
disposed of another question would have to be put,
as he had before stated.

Question put.

Mr. DRAKE said he should not like the
amendment to go to a division without saying a
word about it. He intended o vote against it,
because he did not think sufficient reasons had
been given for refusing the proposed increase.
A great number of his constituents felt that they
were being very badly treated by the railway
authorities, and he thought so too. What with
Ministers, and ex-Ministers, Commissioners, and
traffic managers, they had a hard time of it, but
he would not vote for the amendment, as that
would be striking at the traffic manager in order
to remedy an injury that had perhaps been
inflicted by someone else.

Mr. MURPHY said he thought the hon.
member for Lockyer was notl being fairly dealt
with, and so far as he was concerned he did not
intend to let the vote go through until the hon.
member got fair play.

The PREMIER : What do youmean ?
do you want as fair play ?

Mr. MURPHY said the Chairman had ruled
that if that vote was taken, the hon. member for
Lockyer would be prevented from bringing
forward a grievance he felt he had got.

The PREMIER: That is so.

‘What
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My, MURPHY said that then, as a member
of the Committee, he intended to assist the hon.
member to ventilate his grievance. The hon.
member for Warwick had prevented that being
done long ago.

Mr. MORGAN: T did not.

Mr. MURPHY said the hon. member had
done so by objecting to the withdrawal of the
amendment moved by the hon. member for Bun-
danba. The hon. mewmber for Lockyer wished
to bring forward the grievance of a member of
the community, who, he felt, had not been
fairly treated, and he (Mr. Murphy) cousidered
it to be his duty to do all he could to assist
the hon. member in ventilating that grievance,
and he would not let the vote go until the hon.
member was given the opportunity he asked for.

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman said
in effect that he would obstruct the Estimates
indefinitely-——

My, MURPHY : Not indefinitely.

The PREMIER said the hon. member said he
would obstruct until the hon. member for Lock-
yer had an opportunity of bringing forward
. a matter which he could not properly bring

before the Committee, and which he had already
had two opportunities of bringing forward in the
House. On the last occasion, when he (the
Premier) moved the adjournment of the House
at the wish of a majority of hon. mem-
bers he withdrew the motion to give the
hon. member an opportunity of going on with
his motion, and he was defeated on the
voices, and did not call for a division. The
hon. member had a special opportunity given to
him, and was fairly beaten. Now he threatened
to obstruct all business, and the hon. member
for Barcoo, who ought to know better, threatened
to help him, unless an opportunity was given to
the hon, member to do something for which he
must be ruled out of order. Such a thing was mon-
strous. As a matter of practical expediency, how-
ever, when a member wanted to make a speech,
and was prevented by a formal objection, it was
better to let him make it, only it would be en-
tirely irregular for the hon. member to do so.
That member wanted the hon. member for Bun-
danba to withdraw a motion regularly before the
Cominittee for the purpose of discussing a matter
that could only be brought before the Committee
irregularly. In fact, he wanted to do what he
could not do according to the rules, and if he in-
sisted on doing what he wanted to do it would be
the duty of the Chairman to rule him out of
order, He was not surprised at the hon, mem-
ber, but he was surprised at the hon, member
for Barcoo helping him,

Mr, NELSON said there was an item in the
vote called ¢ compensation for injuries.” That
was the item to which the hon. member for
Lockyer wished to refer.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: He
does not want to refer to that. The footnote
says that item is an allowance to the widow of
the late driver Griffith.

Mr, NELSON said that any hon, member was
perfectly justified in talking about any compensa-
tion that might be required to be given in the
railway service under that vote. The hon. mem-
ber for Ipswich was correct in saying that the
Committee took no notice of what took place in
the House.

The PREMIER : The House takes no notice
of what occurs in committee ; but the Commit-
tee takes notice of what takes place in the
House,

Mr., NELSON said there was a motion for the
House to go into committee to consider a cer-
tain matter, and the House did not go into
committee. That was all that happened.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
House refused to go into committee.

Mr. NELSON said that was so, and the hon.
member for Lockyer had a perfect right to refer
to the matter now.

The PREMIER : It will be the duty of the
Chairman to rule him out of order if he does,

Mr. NELSON said the question was whether
theamount put downforcompensation for injuries
was sufficient or not. He agreed with the hon.
member for Lockyer that it wasnot. He thought
it was a matter of repudiation on the part of the
Government, There was a man——

The PREMIER said he must call the atten-
tion of the Chairman tothe fact that the hon.
member was departing from the question before
the Committee.

Mr. NELSON: In what way?

The PREMIER : Inreferring to Welch’s case.

Mr. NELSON said he was speaking to the
question of compensation for injuries, )

The PREMIER said he would ask the Chair-
man to state the question before the Committfee,
for the Lenefit of the hon. member.

The CHAIRMAN said the question was that
the item of £700, traffic manager’s salary, be
reduced by £100.

Mr. HAMILTON said he was sorry that the
Hstimates should be delayed, because the Minis-
ter for Railways was not one when in opposition
to delay the Estimates of his opponents ; at the
same time, it must be seen that the delay was
caused by the other side, because the hon. mem-
ber for Warwick refused to allow the hon.
member for Bundanba to withdraw his amend-
ment in order that the hon, member for Lockyer
might bring forward a matter on which he
wanted some information. It was well known
that the hon. member for Lockyer lost his motion
the other day through a pure misconception,
and it would be only fair play for the Minister
for Railways to cease blocking his own esti-
mates, and give the hon, member for Lockyer
the information he wanted.

Mr. SAYERS said the Mines estimates were
hurried through last night, but now business was
delayed because some hon. members who were
not present last night considered that an injury
had been done to a certain person. The hon.
member for Barcoo had been to see the Mel-
bourne Cup, and it was easy for him to come back
after being away for two or three weeks and say he
was going to do this, that, and the other thing.
The hon, member said he was going to block all
business unless the Committee allowed the mem-
ber for Lockyer to bring forward a certain matter.
The hon. gentleman meant to block the business
and prevent a vote being taken, simply because
he thought the hon. member for Lockyer had
some cause for complaint. If the hon. member
had been present at the time, he would have seen
how the business was carried on, and the hon.
member for Lockyer could bring on the matter
at any time by moving -the adjournment of the
House, He was not a bit surprised at the hon.
member for Barcoo, who was of very little use
except to obstruct business,

Mr. LUY A said he hoped the hon. member for
Warwick would withdraw his objection to the
withdrawal of the amendment. It wasthe wish of
every member of the Committee that he should
do so, and if the hon. gentleman did so they
would get on with the business.

Mr. MORGAN said he would withdraw his
objection, but he would point out at the same
time that the Standing Orders were distinctly
against the hon. member for Lockyer introducing
the subject he wished to.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,
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Mr, NELSON said that, speaking on the vole
for compensation for injuries, he would state the
facts of the case.

The PREMIER said he must object to any
reference to the facts of the case of Stephen
‘Welch. It was not possible to increase any vote
on the Estimates.

Mr. NELSON said he must ask for the Chair-
man’s ruling upon that, because that was cer-
tainly a direct attack upon the privileges
and the rights of the representatives of the
people. He thought they were discussing a
money vote, and on those occasions particularly
they had rights, and it was for them to assert
those rights against any despotic Premier that
ever existed.

The PREMIER : It will be less trouble to
let you be disorderly and go on.

Mr. NELSON said he would like to know if
the Premier were in order in saying that he
would allow him to be disorderly in order to
have less trouble ?

The PREMIER : This is what the Opposition
call keeping their promise to help the Govern-
ment in getting on with the business,

The CHAIRMAN: I understand that the
Premier has withdrawn the remark he made.

Mr, NELSON said he declined to accept it on
those terms.  He could not accept the position
of being disorderly. Was he to accept the privi-
lege from the Premier of being disorderly because
the hon. gentleman permitted him to be dis-
orderly ?

The PREMIER : You are insisting on your
right to be disorderly.

Mr, NELSON said the thing was perfectly
absurd. He was not going to be disorderly
because the Premier allowed him to be so.

The COLONIAL TREASURER : Where
is your speech ? You rose to make a speech, but
you have said nothing.

Mr. NELSON: Well, there is a point of
order.

The PREMIER : There is no point of order.

Mr, NELSON : Well, I aw in order, and the

Premier was wrong.

The PREMIER : This is the promise of the
Opposition to get through the business.

Mr, NELSON said that it was the Govern-
ment who were obstructing business, because
they would not allow a question to be fairly
discussed. Ie would proceed with the case of
Stephen Welch. In the year 1876, when there
were heavy floods during the month of July,
that man was sent along the line as a pilot to
discover where the line was defective, He
would ask the Premier what he had just said ?

The PREMIER said he had only observed to
his colleague that the hon. gentleman’s conduct
was perfectly monstrous, and that it was a
perfect disgrace ; but the remark had not been
intended for the hon. gentleman’s ears.

Mr, NELSON said he would ask the Chair-
man if those words were in order? They would
appear in Hansard.

The PREMIER: I don’t care where they
appear,

Mr. NELSON said he would appeal to the
Chairman to decide whether the Premier was in
order in saying that his conduct was monstrous.

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman had
asked what he had said to his colleague, and he
had repeated his remark at the hon. gentleman’s
own request.

Mr. NELSON said he would ask the Chair-
man if the remark was in order ?
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The CHATRMAN : The expression was used
by the Premier to his colleague and is not out of
order.

Mr. PAUL said that considering the career of
the hon, member for Murilla it was disgraceful
for the Premier or anyone to make such a
remark, and he certainly ought to withdraw the
remark, which had been heard by everyone.

Mr. NELSON said he raised a point of order
as to whether it was in order for the Premier to
address him and say that his conduct was
monstrous.

The PREMIER said he certainly did not con-
tend for a moment that it was in order to address
an hon. member and say that his conduct was
monstrous; but he had made a remark to his
colleague sitting at his side, which was not
intended to be heard, and in which he had
characterised the hon. gentleman’s conduct as
monstrous. The hon. member insisted upon his
repeating aloud what he had said, and he did
so. He admitted that it was out of order for
him to have repeated the remark aloud, and he
begged to withdraw it-—that was to say, he
desired to withdraw what he had said aloud, but
he did not withdraw what he had said to his
colleague.

Mr. NELSON said he accepted the explana-
tion of the Premier. He had begun to state the
facts of the case of Stephen Welech. In the
execution of his duty in July, 1876, he had
met with a very severe accident, and the
following year his case was taken into con-
sideration, and a certain saum of money
was voted by Parliament, Xvery year since
then some compensation had been voted, although
not the same amount as he had received the first
year or two. For a good many years past he
had been allowed £100 per annum, and there had
been no alteration in the circumstances of the
case to warrant the discontinuance of the vote.
In 1887 thelate Mr. Miles hadstruck out the item,
thinking that it was not justifiable to continue it ;
but on further consideration the man was paid
the amount, and it was put on the Supplemen-
tary Estimates. In the following year it was
omitted by accident, and in the following year it
was restored. Now it had been knocked off
deliberately, and the general feeling was that
that had been done because the person concerned
was a political opponent of the Premier.

Mr. NORTH said he wished to speak in ex-
planation of what the Premier said about the
previous time when the motion was considered.
The motion was carried by 17—11, and when it
came on again to go into committee Mr. Annear
called “*Divide!”at thesametime as he did, and he
heard Sir Samuel Griffith say, “ What did you
call divide for ?”

The PREMIER: I did nol speak to him.

Mr. NORTH said the hon, gentleman did.

The PREMIER : Somebody else.

Mr. NORTH said Mr. Annear was asked why
he called ““Divide!” And when he(Mr. North) was
getting his papers ready to go on with the case,
the question was decided against him on the
voices. The hon. members Mr. Barlow and
Mr. Little both heard him call *‘ Divide!” He
would not say he had been cheated, but he
was unfairly dealt with, and he meant to have
it out now. He would read the papers con-
nected with the case.

The PREMIER said he must rise to order if
the hon. gentleman was going to read the papers.
In doing so, he took the opportunity of appealing
to the leaders of the Opposition, if there were
any, to keep the pledge they had given to the
Government to assist in the conduct of busi-
ness.

Mr, NORTH : Give us fair play.
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The PREMIER said only that evening they
had had assurances of assistance, and what did
the Government find >—the leading members of
the Onposition aiding and abetting obstruction.
He did not appeal to the hon. member for
Lockyer. He knew it was idle to appeal to him,
although after the way in which the hon. mem-
ber for Warwick had behaved to him even he
might be expected to behave otherwise than in
the way he was behaving, He appealed to
the leaders of the Opposition, if there were any,
to exercise the control which they were supposed
to be able to exercise over their friends. He did
not see anything to laugh at in the obstruction
of business. Very important business had to
come on to-morrow, and he was not in a position
to consult with the leader of the Opposition
about it. The Opposition seemed to have got
into a state of chaos, and the Government could
not carry on the business in consequence of their
obstruction. He asked hon. gentlemen to fulfil
the pledges which had been given many times
during the session.

Mr. BLACK said although the leader of the
Opposition was not present, he could say that
the Opposition had fulfilled every pledge given
to the Government to assist them in bring-
ing the business to a close, and if obstruction
had taken place it had emanated chiefly from the
followers of the hon, gentleman. He might say
that he had never seen Kstimates so badly
carried through the House as those of the pre-
sent Government had been, and they had a
great deal to thank the Opposition for in having
made so much progress. He did not consider
it at all fair for the hon. gentleman to make the
charges he had made. The Opposition were
quite prepared to assist the hon. gentleman ; but
at the same time they claimed the right to get
the fullest explanation of any matter which any
hon. member might consider of importance to
himself, the country, or his constituents.

Mr. NORTH said he.meant to put the whole
case before the public, and by way of commence-
ment he would read an account of the accident.

The PREMIER said he must insist on the
Chairman’sruling, andif he did notagree with him
hemust appeal tothe Speaker. It was intolerable
that they should be kept there all night in clear
contravention of the rules of the House.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : What is the point
of order? ’

The PREMIER said the point of order was
that the hon. gentleman was not justified in
reading an account of the accident to Stephen
‘Welch upon the motion before the Committee,

. The CHAIRMAN: I do not know what re-
marks the hon. gentleman is going to make.
There is one item of £100 for compensation for
injuries, and I think the hon. member is in order
in referring to the case.

The PREMIER said he would wait until the
hon. member began to read, and would then raise
the point of order again, and would have the
question referred to the Speaker.

Mr. NORTH said he would show how the
man sustained his injuries, He would read a
few notes from the evidence.

The PREMIER said : Does the hon. gentleman
propose to read evidence relating to the case of
Stephen Welch ?

Mr. NORTH said it was a case in connection
with compensation for injuries. ¢ After return-
ing from Highfields yesterday, received informa-
tion V——r

The PREMIER said he rose to a point of
order, and asked if the hon. gentleman was in
order in reading the notes of evidence in a case
that was not before the Committee.
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The CHATRMAN : As far as the hon. gentle-
man has gone he is in order.

The PREMIER said he would move that the
Chairman leave the chair and report the question
to Mr. Speaker.

Question—~That the Chairman leave the chair
and report the matter to the Speaker—put, and
the Committee divided.

The CHAIRMAN : There being no tellers for
the ““Noes,” the gquestion is resolved in the
affirmative.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN said : Mr. Speaker,—I
have to report that a point of order has been
raised as to whether the hon, member for
Lockyer can discuss, in committee, the matter
in reference to Stephen Welch.

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,—Before
you give your ruling, I think I may as well state
thequestion more definitely, Themotion was that
there be granted to Her Majesty for the service
of "the current year the sum of £14,436 for rail-
ways, in whichsum is included £100 for compen-
sation for injuries, not being compensation
for injuries received by Stephen Welch, The
hon, member for Lockyer proceeded to
read what he said was a statement of the
evidence taken at the inquiry relating to the
case of Stephen Welch, and objection was taken
that he was not in order in referring to an item
not before the Committee.

Mr. NORTH: I did not intend to read the
report of the evidence taken before the com-
mittee.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: You
said you intended to read the whole of it.

Mr. NORTH said: Mr. Speaker,—It is not
the evidence taken before the committee. It
relates to this vote in regard to the matter of
compensation. The vote is reduced by £100, and
I wish to know why it is reduced ?

Mr. NELSON said : Mr. Speaker,—The ques-
tion appears to be this: Omne item in this vote
consists of an amount for compensation for
injuries, and the discussion before the Committee
was simply whether this vote was sufficient or
not. Of course we know the Committee had not
power to enlarge the vote; but still I think it
was within the privilege of the Committee to dis-
cuss the matter, and the case of Stephen Welch
being distinctly within the cafegory of compen-
sation for injuries, it appeared to me that it was
quite in order to discuss the matter.

Mr. MURPHY said: Mr. Speaker,—The
question was complicated in this way: that an
amendment was moved upon the question and it
was ruled by the Chairman that that amendment
precluded the hon. member for Lockyer from
discussing any previous item in the vote. That
is what it practically meant. Therefors any
member who wishes to burke discussion upon
any item can do so by moving an amendment
later on.

The PREMIER : That has nothing to dowith
the matter.

Mr, MURPHY : I think it has a great deal
to do with it, and it was only because there was
an apparent attempt to burke discussion that
this point has been raised.

Mr. PAUL said : Mr. Speaker,—The hon.
member for Barcoo has omitted one very impor-
tant part of the proceedings, and that was that
when the hon. member for Bundanba found out
that by kis action he had precluded the hon.
member for Lockyer from speaking——-

The PREMIER: That is not the point
referred to the Speaker.



Supply.

Mr. PAUL: I am stating the whole circum-
stances of the case——

The SPEAKER : The remarks of the hon.
member have nothing to do with the point of
order referred to me. The only question which
may be permitted to be discussed is the point
of order which hasbeen referred to me. Matters
that are not referred to in that point of
order the House can take no notice of. The
remarks made by the hon. member for Barcoo,
of course, may be perfectly in accord with
what has taken place; but as the point he
has raised has not been referred to me, I
cannot take any notice of it. As I understand
the point of order which has been raised and
referred to the House, it is this: That an item
including compensation for injuries having
been under discussion in committee, the hon.
member for Lockyer proceeded to reopen a
case which has been before the House on a
recent occasion—the case of Stephen Welch,
‘When it was proposed that the House should go
into committee in order to consider the granting
of a sum of money to Stephen Welch in com-
pensation for injuries he received, the House
decided not to go into committee on the subject.
I understand that that is the case.

The PREMIER : Hear, hear!

Mr, NORTH : No!

The SPEAKER : I must understand what is
the point of order. )

The PREMIER : That is the point of order.

The SPEAKER : That is the point of order
that has been reported by the Chairman. The
matter having been decided in the House at that
time, the hon. member now wishes to reopen
the case in committee and discuss the evidence
thereupon.

Mr. HAMILTON said : Mr. Speaker,—After
the amendment referred to by the hon. member
for Barcoo was proposed, it was agreed that it
should be withdrawn, in order to allow the hon.
member for Lockyer to discuss this matter. But
after the amendment was withdrawn for that
special purpose, and the hon. member for
Lockyer in discussing the question commenced
to read some notes upon the subject, the question
was raised whether he should be allowed to read
those notes, not whether he should be allowed to
discuss the question.

Mr, NORTH said : Mr. Speaker——

The SPEAKER said: The hon, member has
already spoken.

The CHAIRMAN said: Mr. Speaker,—I1
wish to state more fully the facts of the case
before you give your ruling on the question
which hag been raised. When I stated the point
of order just now I was suffering from a cough,
and was unable to speak very distinctly. The
question before the Committee was that there be
granted for the service of the year 1890-91, a
sum not exceeding £14,436 for railways. There
had been some discussion in reference to
an amendment which was then withdrawn,
and the Committee went back to the original
question. The hon. member for Lockyer said
he would read some notes which he had, and
the Premier then rose to a point of order. That
is how the difficulty arose.

The PREMIER: The Chairman of Com-
mittees distinctly reported before that it was the
case of Stephen Welch the hon. member for
Liockyer was going to discuss.

The CHAIRMAN : T was about to refer to
that. The matter the hon. member for Lockyer
was discussing was the case of Stephen Welch.
The name of Stephen Welch was mentioned
goveral times,
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The COLONIAL TREASURER said : Mr.
Speaker,—The hon. member for Lockyer ex-
pressed, in his strongest and most trenchant
language, his intention of reading the whole of
the case of Stephen Welch.

The SPEAKER said: My statement of the
case ag I vnderstood it was, I think, pretty
accurate. As I understand the matter, the
Chairman’s ruling was to the effect that the hon.
member for Lockyer was in order in proceeding
with the discussion of that particular case.
am not prepared to endorse the ruling of the
Chairman. The House has already had the case
of Stephen Welch before it, and has declined to
20 into committee to further consider the case.
The House having come to that decision, there
is only one other means by which the case can
be reopened, and that ought to be within the
knowledge of hon. members who are acquainted
with the forms of the House. So far as the dis-
cussion goes, on this particular item, I must
express the opinion that the hon. member is no
justified in reopening the case in Committee of
Supply upon the vote which was before the Com-
mittee at the time the point of order was raised.
I must therefore state to the House that I am
unable to agree with the Chairman in his ruling
on the matter.

The Committee resumed.

Question — That there be granted to Her
MMajesty, for the service of the year 1890-1, a sum
not exceeding £14,436 for railways, general estab-
lishment—put.

Mr., GLASSEY said he would now move
again that the item of £700for the General Traffic
Manager be reduced by £100.

My, NORTH said he would like the Minister
for Railways to answer his question as to why
the £100 for Stephen Welch had been left off
that vote.

The PREMIER said it was left off because it
was found that it ought to be no longer on.

Mr. NORTH : For what reasons ?

The PREMIER said it had been left off for
reasons which had already been fully stated in
the House—reasons so strong that even if u
majority of the Committee had presented an
address to the Governor asking for the money to
be placed on the Hstimates, the Government
would have thought fit, on their own respon-
sibility, to recommend the Governor not to accede
to the address.

Mr, MURPHY said he did not think the
question should be allowed to go without discus-
sion. He did not know what was the feeling of
the Commifttee, but his own feeling was that the
salary of the trafiic manager should not be re-
duced.

The PREMIER : I do not think it is going to
be. The hon. member need not be alarmed.

Mr. MURPHY said he was alarmed. He
did not think a capable man such as the present
traffic manager was overpaid at the salary he
was paid ; in fact, he was a great deal underpaid.
If there was any danger of his salary being
reduced, it would be well for the Committee not
to go to a division upon the question at that late
hour.

The PREMIER : There is no danger.

Mr. MURPHY said if there was no danger
he would not detain the Committee any longer ;
but he would rather vote for an increase of £200
to the salary of the traffic manager than for a
reduction of it by £100.

Mr, LITTLE said that, as the Government
were going in for retrenchment, he did not think
they should increase the salary of the traffic
manager. It was unnecessary, as the traffic
manager was very well paid at present,
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Mr. NORTH said that before the matter
went to a vote he would like to say a word in
favour of the traffic manager. He had seen
a good deal of what that officer had done
in different districts, and could testify that
he was a very hard-worked officer. He (Mr.
North) would not like to see the vote re-
duced, and would vote against the amendment.
He could only say that, although he generally
spoke very little, henceforth he should speak on
every vote and occupy as much of the time of the
Committee as he could, because the Government
would not let him have a chance when he did
want to speak.

Mr. SMYTH said he understood that the in-
crease referred to had been put on the Hstimates
by the late Government, and was endorsed by
the present Government. It must be re-
membered that the traffic manager, having
control of the whole railway traffic of the
colony, had great responsibilities thrown
on his shoulders, and that even with the
proposed increase his salary would be less than
one-third of that of the Chief Commissioner. He
was a good man, and ought to be well paid.
He (Mr. Smyth) therefore hoped the hon.
member for Bundanba would withdraw his
amendment.

Question—That the item £700 be reduced by
£100—put, and the Committee divided :—
AYES, 5.
Messrs, Glassey, Barlow, Wimble, Little, and Annear.
] Nokrs, 1.

Sir 8. W. Griffith, Sir 7. McIlwraith, Messrs. Cowley,
Hodgkinson, Nelson, Black, Unmack, Paul, Drake, Allan,
Morgan, Isambert, Corfield, Murphy, Luya, Dunsmure,
Grimes, Smyth, North, Tozer, and Callan.

Question resolved in the negative.

Qu%stioanhat £14,436 be granted—put and
passed.

On the motion of the COLONIAT, TREA-
SURER, the CuarrmMan left the chair, reported
progress, and obtained leave to sit again at the
next sitting of the House,

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER said : Mr. Speaker,—I move
that this House do now adjourn. I intimated
last evening that if reasonable progress were
made with the Estimates to-day we should be
able to-morrow evening to go on with my
motion respecting the federation and division of
the colony; but this evening the Government
have been met with so much obstruction on the
FEstimates that the condition to which I referred,
and which Thoped would have beencomplied with,
has certainly not been fulfilled. I have received
no communication whatever from the leaders of
the separationparty onthe other side of the House.
I do not know whether, if I address the House
on the subject to-morrow evening, I shall be ad-
dressing bitter enemies, or gentlemen who are dis-
posed to reason the matter outin a friendly spirit.
‘Under these circumstances I do not feel that Tam
in a position to go on with my motion to-morrow
evening. I am quite prepared to go on with it
then ; but there is a great deal of business to be
done, and at the present rate of progress with
the Hstimates we shall hardly get finished b,
Christmas time. Under those circumstances
can only say that Supply will stand on the top
of the paper for to-morrow.

Mr. BLACK said: Mr. Speaker,—1t wasunder-
stood that the resolutions in connection with the
separation movement would be brought forward
to-morrow night.

The PREMIER : I said if we made reason-
able progress in Supply to-day.
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Mr. BLACK : I think very reasonable pro-
gress has been made to-day. Some very impor-
fant items have been discussed. Of course, if
the hon. gentleman desires some excuse for not
going on with the separation debate to-
morrow, the matter is entirely in his own
hands, and he must accept the consequences.
I did not suppose there was any necessity
for the leaders of the separation party to inter-
view the hon. gentleman on the subject. We
understood the arrangement to be that the
question should be discussed to-morrow. If the
hon. gentleman desires to recede from that posi-
tion he has the power to do so entirely in his
own hands.

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,—The
hon. member’s suggestion—I will not say what
his suggestion is, but his sneering speech—
is not worthy of any hon. member who
aspires to hold any respectable position in the
House, and is certainly unworthy of an answer.
I said last night what the Government pro-
posed to do, and I was quite ready to go on with
the separation debate to-morrow evening., Bub
it is necessary to get through the business of the
session, and we must go on with Supply in pre-
ference to any other business. The Government
still hope to goon with the resolutions to-morrow
evening. I cannot say more than that.

Mr., MURPHY said: Mr. Speaker,—I am
sorry to see the Premier losing his temper in
this way. Speaking for myself as a Central
member, I have been looking forward to the
separation debate coming on to-morrow night.
There has been mno intention to obstruct
business. So far as I am personally con-
cerned, my object to-night has simply been
to assist an hon. member to bring forward
a matter which he wished to have discussed,
and I felt it was my bounden duty to do so.
But the Premier seems to be getting quite beside
himself ; he is losing control, not only of himself,
but of the House. There has been no factious
opposition whatever, and I, personally, am as
anxious as anyone that the business of the session
should be brought to a close as speedily as
possible. The least the leader of the Govern-
ment can do is to keep his temper, and not cast
unworthy aspersions on members on this side.
I hope the Government will go on with the
separation question to-morrow night.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at fifteen minutes past
12 o’clock.





