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256 Supreme Court Bill. [COUNCIL.] North, Coast Railway Extension. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
Thul'sday, 10 Octobe1·, 1889. 

North Coast Railway Extension.-Railway from Dalby 
towards Bunya Mountains.-Supreme Court Bill
committee.-Ohnrch o! England (Diocese of Bris
bane) Prope1·ty Bill-second reading.-A.djourn 
ment. 

The PRESIDENT took the chair at 4 o'clock. 

NORTH COAST RAILWAY EXTENSION. 
The MINISTER OF JUSTICE (Hon. A. J. 

Thynne), in moving-
That the report of the select committee on the plan. 

section, and book of reference oft he :proposed extension 
of the North Coast Railway (section No. 4) be now 
adopted-
said: Hon. gentlemen,-As I stated, at an early 
period of the session, in considering lines now 
under construction, and to be constructed, we 
have the ad vantage of the assistance of the Rail
way Commissioners, who have been appointed to 
investigate and make reports upon any proposed 
line. In this instance the select committee have 
contented themselves with calling Mr. Mathieson, 
the Chief Commissioner, and he refers to the 
Commissioners' report, which describes the rail
way, as follows:-

"This section commences at the terminus of the 3rd 
section of the line now in course of construction, at a 
point in the Yandina Town Reserve, 70 miles and 25 
chains from Brisbane, and ends (90 miles 29 chains from 
Brisbane) at Cooran Station, the southern terminus of 
the 5th section of the line, which has been open for 
traffic from Gympie for some months past. 

" This line, when constructed, will form the con
necting link of the ;11 orth Coast line from Brisbane to 
Gymuje, and will give through traffic to Maryborough, 
Bund~.berg, and Teningering. 

"The line traverses very difficult country, including 
the crossing of the well-known Blackall Range, the 
ascent of which from the southern side will involve 
gradients more or less steep for a continuous distance 
of 3 miles. The route, however, is very good considering 
the engineering difficulties met with, the total length 
of the survey being only about 2-j miles in excess of the 
exact distance in a straight line." 
As the report ha~ been circulated amongst hon. 
members, I do not· think it necessary to read the 
whole of it. The questions submitted to 'the select 
committee were, first, the question of the policy, 
and, secondly, the probable cost of the section. 
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~ thiJ?-k the question of policy haq been affirmed 
m_ this House! over and over again, in connection 
w1th the different sections that have been 
broug~t forward for approval, so that I 
deem 1t ~nnecessary to reopen that question 
:'0~. W1th regard to the cost, the estimate 
IS £~53,402, or at the rate of £7,G51 per mile, ex
clusl ve of land and rolling-stock. The Commis
sioner~ expre~sed the ?Pinio_n that the completion 
of this sectwn, winch Will admit of throuo-h 
traffic to the Gympie, Maryborough, Wide Ba}·, 
Bunda berg, a:Id Burnett districts, will be an iln
portant additiOn to the r~il way system of the 
colo'?-y, and t~at there Will be a considerable 
traff!c o~ the !me. The resumptions are small, 
cons!dermg the length of the section. The land 
req mred to be resumed is 466 acres 2 roods 27 
perches, and, with the exception of 153 aeres 1 
rood 5 perches, it is all Crown land. The Com
missioners point out that for the completion of 
the line ar; addit~o_nal sum of £127,792 will be 
n~cessary, 1:' additiOn. to the sum already pro
VI~ed. Without saymg anything further, I 
tlunk I may content myself by simply moving 
that the repcrt be now adopted. 

/'he HoN. T. MACDONALD-PATRHSON 
sa.Id: Hon .. gentleme!',-I think it may go 
without saymg that tins motion will practically 
pa~s. as a formal. cne. I remember when the 
Mmister of JustiCe was speaking on what he 
termed the last railway propm•:ll he would deal 
with last session, he intilnated that it would be 
th~ ~ast railway he would propose under the 
existmg system, and a number of hon. mem
bers -.yere curious to know what was to be 
the d1~erent system. \V e were looking for 
somethmg worthy of the expression the hon, 
gentleman then used, but there is no difference 
of system at .a)l. The ~ail way Commissioners 
a;e m ~he positron of ~emg_ able and willing to 
gJV~ ev:d.~nce, from their _POint of view, as to the 
desirability of constructmg any proposed rail
way, and also as to the cost thereof. It appear~ 
to m~, however, that it is quite unnem,,sary that 
the t1me of a select committee should be taken 
up !lVer this little section of the North Coast 
~ailway, and I do _not think the country, or 
etther House of Parliament, expected the Rail
way Commissioners to give evidence at all on 
this section. The policy of the line from Bris
bane to Gympie was settled years ago, and the 
cost was reported upon by the Chief Engineer 
an_d it s~ems a farce that we should go thro~gh 
thi~ formula of referring the question of the 
policy and t~e cost of every little section to a 
s_elect committee, when the policy of the whole 
hne has been emphatically adopted by the 
country._ Of course I heartily support the motion, 
and_ I smcerely trust. that the Government, in 
callmg for tend_ers, Will take sue h steps as will 
ena~le the sectwn to be opened at the earliest 
possi_ble date, beca:rse I be~ieve it will be pro
ductive of a great mcrease m the revenue from 
the North Coast Railway. 

The HoN. W. PETTIGREW said: Hon. 
gentlemen,-I may say that I am intere;ted in 
this line, and also in the timber traffic which it is 
expected to develop. It states in the Commis
sioners' report, that arrangements have been 
m~de for a statio~ at 76-miles, where provision 
Will he made for timber traffic and agricultural 
produce. I do not think that 76-miles is the 
proper place-but, in my O!Jinion, 36 chains 
further on wonld be much better. I mention 
~hat because, if the station is fixed at 76-miles, 
1t needlessly lengthens ~he disttmce people will 
have t<; travel by 30 chams. I hope the line will 
J:>e c:;rned out as soon as possible, because I believe 
1t will be one of the best paying lines in the 
country. 

Question put and passed, 
1889-fl 

The MINISTER OF JUSTICE, in moving-
1. That this House approves of the plan, section, and 

book of refP.rence of the proposed extension of the 
J\"orth Coost Railway (section ~o. 41 from 70 miles :!5 
chains at Yandina to 90 mileq 29 chains at Cooran, in 
length 20 miles 4 chains, as received by message from 
the Legislative Assembly on the llth September. 

2. That ~uch approval be notified to the Legislative 
As..,ernbly by message in the usual form-
said: Hon. gentlemen,-In moving this motion 
I will take the opportunity of referring to a few 
remarks made by the Hon. Mr. Macdonald
Paterson on the last motion. The pUr!Jnrt of 
his remarks would lead one to the conclnsion 
that he is of opinion that onr Standing Order 
which requires that every rail way proposal should 
be referred to a select· committee, ought to be 
rescinded. In this instance the proposal was 
referred to a select committee, but as the matter 
was one on which the committee were quite aware 
no question would be raised, they contented 
then1selves with the formal execution of the 
duty required under the Standing Order. They 
asked Mr. Mathieson two or three questions, 
and brought up ther report. I can understand, 
however, that it is judicious to retain for some 
reasons, the system of examining into these 
questions of rail ways in the future. Doubts 
may arise as to the facts upon which a railway 
proposal is based, and the best way to get at the 
actmtl facts is to have the line referred to a 
select committee. Therefore it is desirable to 
observe the practice, though, in many cases, the 
execution of the Standing Order will be rather 
a formal proceeding. 

'l'he HoN. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON 
said: Hon. gentlemen,-! do not wish anyone 
to run away with the idea that what I said has 
been correctlv interpreted by the Mini'lter of 
Justice. Nothing was further from my thoughts 
than to diminish the authority contained in the 
Standing Order, which regulates the consideration 
of railway proposals made to this House. What I 
endeavoured to point out was this-and the hem. 
gentleman must have found it out by this time
that itisa very great ta,x on the time of hon. mem
beN to sit on sdect committees, even though the 
work may be comparatively formal. I have always 
held the view that the correct reading0f the Stand
ing Order is that the select committee should ex
amine into "the policy and probable cost of each 
separate line of railwav" (vide Standing Order 
No. 111)-not each separate section. The Go
vernment of the day having decided that it is 
good policy to conatruct the rail way from Bris
bane to Gym!Jie, and the select committee 
having taken evidence on that question, and 
their report to this Council having been adopted, 
there should be no select committee appointed 
to consider every ten, fifteen, or twenty-mile 
section. I think the Minister here could give 
such information as hon. members might desire 
in connection with the stations, or the cost 
of each section, or whether any section takes 
one particular side of a range rather than 
the other side. No one will say that the railway 
from Brisbane to Gympie is other than one 
line, and it was undoubtedly the intention of 
the framers of the Standing Order that the select 
committee should inquire into the whole line, 
and not into each separate section. These 
observations are not made with the inten
tion of 1 aking up the time of the RouS<', but tn 
give hon. members an opportunity of considering 
whether some such mode as I have suggested 
should be adopted with reg-ard to rail way pro
ponals brought before this House. The policy of 
a line having been adopted, and the approximate 
cost having been reported upon, there should 
not be, for example, ten select committees to deal 
wit.h ten different sections, after that line has been 
adopted as the policy of the country. 
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The PRESIDENT: The lllth Standing Order 
is quite clear upon the point. All plans sec
tions, and books of reference must be refer~ed to 
a selecb committee; and the Standing Order will 
have to be altered before any alteration can be 
made in the practice. 

Question put and passed. 

RAILWAY FROM DALBY TOWARDS 
BUNYA MOUNTAINS. 

The MINISTER OF JUS'riCE, in moving

That the report of the select committee on the pro
posed branch railway from Dalby towards :Bunya 
Mountains (section No. 1) be now adop~ed-

said: Hon. gentlemen,-In moving this motion 
I will first read the reporb of the select cam
mittee. They report-

" I. That the committee have considered the question 
of the policy and probable cost of the proposed rail
way. They are of opinion t,hat the construction of the 
proposed line will tend to open up a valuable source of 
coal supply, W:hich is likely to prove highly advantage
ous to the Rarl'way Department; and that it will also 
assist in securing a considerable agricultural and tim
ber traffic. 

"II. They recommend that the Jllan, section, and. 
book of reference of the proposed railway be approved., 

I will now refer to the report of the Railway 
Commissioners, and will enter more fully into this 
proposal, inasmuch as it was intimated at an 
earlier stage that there are some hon. members 
who are opposed to the construction of the line. 

The HoN. B. B. MORETON: No; I said 
"prejudiced." 

The MINISTER OF ,TUSTICE: I accept 
the hon. gentleman's correction. The report of 
the Commissioners is as follows:-

n This section leaves the main line from Dalby to 
Roma, at a point a quarter of a mile beyond the western 
end of the Dalby Railway Station, and runs in a 
northerly direction (partly along a closed road) for 
nearly nine miles; it then })roceeds north-easterly 
alongside a road to a site close to the Rocky Point Dam 
where the section terminates, fourteen and three: 
qnarter miles ant from Dalby. 

"The course of the line is mainly straight with easy 
curves; there are, however, two curves twelve and ten 
chains radius respectively. The gradients: throughout 
are all very easy, the stee~}est being 1 in 55, and this 
only occurs in two place~, the longer of which is about 
twenty-one chains. 

"The plans will show that a large portion of the line 
is surface work, but there are several fiats {wide shallow 
watercourses), draining large arPJ,s of level country, 
where a depth of 2 or 3 feet of embankment IS required. 
The total quantity of earthwork is, however, inconsider
able. About eighty-two 20 feet openings must be pro
vided for, but they are very low, and the other water
ways are unimportant. 

" Provision has been made for a station at the railway 
reserves, about eight miles out, for another at eleven 
and a-half miles to accommodate the traffic from the 
adjacent Jimbour cultivated areas, and for a tem
porary station at the en<l of tbe section. The gradients 
generally are such that additional stations can be 
made at several points along the line if required in the 
future. 

"The area of land required to be resumed for the 
construction of the line is 133 acres and 11 perches, 
classed as follows :-

CROWN LANDS

Streets or roads 
Town 
Country 

ALIENATED LAND

Town 
Country 

Total 

A. R, P. 

5 0 6 
0 0 36 

30 1 25 

0 2 20 
96 2 34 

133 0 ll 

"The value of this land has been estimated at £1,100, 
but it is possible that this will be found to be in excess 
of the amount required. 

'' The country throngll which this line passes has 
hitherto been used solely for grazing purposes, and 
although the soil is of excellent quality it is doubtful 
whether the land immediately along the first seven or 
eight miles of the line will ever be thickly settled, 
owing to the uncertain rainfall along this belt of 
country. Between Rocky Point and the Bunya 
Mountains, where it is understood the line is intended 
to be projected, the traffic is likely to be an in~re~sing 
one, as the reports furnished to the department md_wa~e 
that the laud in the vicinity of the Buny::t Mounta111s IS 
well adapted fm· close agricultural settlement, while 
the mountain scrubs contain an' unlimited supply of 
excellent timber for building purposes. 

"In the neighbourhood of the railway reserves, 
about seven miles out, extensive coal deposits are 
known to exist, and as it has been ascertained that 
excellent coal has been obtained there in large .quanti
ties the Commissioners are of opinion that the value 
of this discovery in so favoured a locality for railway 
purposes cannot be over-estimated. 

''From a return laid before Parliament during the 
present se,;.;sion it will be observed that during the year 
1888, 13,504 tons of coal were consumed by the railway 
department at Toowoomba, and at statir>ns west and 
south of it. IIad this coal been supplied from Dalby 
the haulage over the steep gradients which are met 
with on the Little Liverpool and ::Uain Ranges, over 
which only half train loads can be conveyed, would have 
been avoided, and would have resulted in a considerab.Ie 
saving of time. labour, and stemn power to the rml
way department, If the quality or this coal can be 
maintained, and there is no reason to doubt that 1t w1ll 
be, the Commis~ioners are of opinion that th~re will be 
an increasing demand for it, not only for r~ulw~y c_on
smnption, but for gas and other purposes, Ill districts 
west of the Main Range. · 

"On the 22nd instant the Commissioners, accom
panied by the Chief Engineer Southern and . Central 
Division, traversed the whole length of the llne, and 
were much surprised to find such an extent of really 
good country as they met with so spar{)ely settled. 
There can be little doubt that with fairly good seasons 
the greatm· portion of the area between the rese.rves 
and Rocky Point can be profitablY worked for agriCul
tural purposes, as the appc:trance of the country fully 
bears out the report furnished by ~Ir. A. C. Gregory, 
late Surveyor-General, that 'the land is of a~ ex
tremely fertile character, and contains all the mineral 
constituents necessary to support vegetation as well as 
a large proportion of organic matter, forming a soil 
which is well adapted to the growth of cereals, such as 
wheat. maize, sorghum, etc., and leguminous plants, 
etc., o.f which in favourable seasons heavy crops have 
been sw~cessfully raised for many years.' 

<'It is to be regretted that it should have been fonnd 
necessary to terminate the first section of the proposed 
line at Rocky Point, as the Commissioners are.Inforl?ed 
that by an extension to Maida liill, about three miles 
further on, the line would have reached a ri_sing 
agricultural centre; Whereas the proposed terminus 
has been pla~~d at the edge of the district where the 
small selections commence; this, however, cannot be 
remedied until a further extension is determined upon~ 

''The Engineer for the Southern and Central Division 
estimates the costoftbe section at £46,690, or at the rate 
of£3,096 per mile, exclusive of land and rolling-stock, 
and as the amount appearing on the Loan Estimate of 
last session is only ,£14,000 (for six miles), a further 
sum of £32,690 will have to be provided to meet the 
cost of this section." 

The select committee having this report were 
not quite contented with the formal discharge 
of their functions, by sitting and m;tking 
a report in the usual manner. J\l[r. Mathwson, 
the Chief Commissioner, was examined pretty 
fully upon that occasion, and the oppor
tunity was offered to hon. gentlemen to express 
their feelings and prejudices against th~ con
struction of the line. But the only evtdence 
that was taken was that of Mr. Mathieson, and 
that of Mr. Carmody, a resident of Dalby. Mr. 
Mathieson in his evidence said-

" Do you recommend the construction of this line as 
one that is like!v to he of advantage to the country P 
Yes; we do. In the first place, there is said to be, and 
no doubt it bas been proved, a large field of coal that 
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will be served by this line; and the importance to the 
Railway Department of securing such a source of 
revenue in the district can hardly be over-e .... timated. 
In the secoa~ place, there is no doubt the railway ·will 
serve the agncnltural district, and it will also induce 
settler!l~nt, I. believe. And there are very large 
quantrtres of hmber there that could be got easily into 
the market if there were this means of transport . ., 

Then inquiry was made as to the extent to 
which this coal mine had been tested, and hon. 
gentlemen can judge for themselves as to the 
in~nrmation given by Mr. Mathieson, who 
&aid-

HAre the tests that have been made of the coal frorn 
this coalfield in your opinion satisfactory P '!'hey are 
not altogether what one would de,::ire to see. There 
appears to be a considerable amount of clay, or some ot.her 
sort of refuse, mixed with the coal, which dor"':; not suit 
so well for locomotive purposes. But altogether apart 
from that, the coal is a good steaming coal and a hard 
coal; something llke what we call in the old country 
' splint' coal, developing a good deal oL gas · more of ~ 
canuel than an anthracite coal. But we bel'ieve it 1Will 
be very suitable for railwtty requirements." 

Then he went on to say that he thou~ht the 
construction of the line wonld make a sa~ino· of 
fully £3,000 a year in regard to the carria"~ of 
coal, .an amount which of itself would be a

0
very 

great mducement to the construction of so short 
a !me. It appears that trial shafts have been put 
down. ~n the coal resen-e,, and considerable 
quantities of coal-not merely a few specimens 
?ut se\"eral hundreds of tons-have been tested 
m varwus ways. :Mr .. 1\Iathieson says, perhaps 
the tests were not qmte up to the mark · but 
still they were quite sufficient to induce hlm to 
recommend the construction of the line. It 
ap1;ears, from reports in the IJOSsession of the 
Railway Department, that there is a consider
able area of coal in the di"trict irrespective of 
that wh.ich has been worked. 'Mr. Oarmody 
gave evidence to show that, in his opinion 
~here we:e . something over -lOO homestead~ 
m the distnct, which is well known as a 
good farming locality; but which is devoted to 
grazing purpose·,, and such small quantities 
?f agriculture as are necessary for supply
mg local wants only. From the want of 
means of conveying agricultural produce to 
market,. the people have not Leen tempted 
to. go m to a larger area of cultivation. I 
thmk, upon the whole, it will be seen that 
the s~nall amount asked for the construction of 
~he .hne and the ]Jr?sl?ect of its paying have 
JUStified the Comim~siOnP.rs in makinrr the 
recommendations they have. I move th~t the 
report be adopted. 

!'be HoN. T. :V£AODONALD-PATERSON 
smd: Hon. gentlemen,-I approach this matter 
from a purely commercial point of view more 
than any other. I have no sentiment whatever 
about the developme1_1t of timber country, or 
the prospect of enlargmg the farming operations 
or closer settlement in the vicinity of the territory 
which this line will traverse. I take np very much 
the same stand as the Commissioners have done in 
t~e matter. Taking the matter from that point of 
Vlew, I may say that in .calling at the proper 
office to obtain what information I could 
external to what is presented to the House, i 
found that there was some very valuable 
evidence, that I think it is my duty to refer to. 
There is. a report from J¥rr. J!'ryar on the subject 
of the eXIstence ?f c~al m ~he locality, and that 
rP.port, to my mmd, Is an extremely ,;atisfactory 
?ne. 1\IIr. J!'ryar is, of course, responsiu1e for t11e 
Information contained therein. It is not with 
~he Parliamentary papers, although I thmJO"ht 
m the usual course of affairs it woulrl h~ve 
been brought forward by the Hon. ::VIinister 
of J nstice in support of the motion. The date 
of the report is J!'ebruary 8, 1880, ant'l it shows 
that the evidence furnished by the Commissioners 

was furnished upon reasonable grounds. Now, 
the next point I would like to call attention to is 
the return of coal delivered at the railway 
stations at Toowoomba, Dalhy, Roma, and 
Charleville. That statement shows that the 
tot".! carriage of coal to Toowoomba and we,t
ward, at Id. per ton per mile, came to £11,400 
in round numbers. The distance from IIJswich 
to Toowoomba is o7 miles, and from Dalby to 
Toowoomba 52 miles, so that it would be 119 
miles from Ipswich to Dalby, and the new 
coalfields would be 15 miles further. Hon. gentle
men will observe that this return gives the gross 
earnings in respect to all coal delivered between 
Ipowich and Toowoomba, and the stations west
ward from Toowoomba, and what I wish to draw 
attention to is this : That I cannot see where 
the saving of £3,000 will come in. The first 
cost of the railway is set down by the Commis
sioners at £46,000, exclusive of land, which will 
cost some £1, lOO or £1,200. That is the value 
"eo upon it; so that, for the purpose of discussion, 
we may take the cost of the line at £50,000, 
which will be allowing a few hundreds of pounds 
for contingencies. Now, £50,000 at 4 per cent. 
will be £2,000 a Yt'ar. Kext, there is the item 
of maintenanc•"", one which very often escapes 
the attention of members of the legislature, as 
well as the public when waiting upon the Com
mis"ioners to seek for a reduction of freight, or 
other favours. Now, the la"t annual report, that 
for the year 1888, shows that on the Southern 
and Western system our railways cost an 
average expenditure per mile, for maintenance 
last year, of £134 4s. 'l'hat was the cost 
per annum per mile for maintenance of the 
Southern and \V est ern system of rail ways, and I 
think we may take this line n,t an average of 
£150 per annnm for the ne·d two years. Fifteen 
miles at that rate will make a debit of 
£2,260. Then there is another item which 
has been omitted from consideration, and 
that is the cost of tranuit from the pro
posed new mine to Toowoomha of all the 
coal that is consnmed there in connection 
with the traffic to \Varwick, Killarney. and 
\Vallangarra; nor has consideration been given 
to the cost of hauling the coal from the mine to 
Dalby, over that short distance of fifteen miles. 
\V e will put that out of consideration for the 
present, and deal with the coal that must go to 
Toowoomba from the new field. \Ve will take it 
at one-half the pre•1ent cost of transit from 
Ipswich, or in round numbers £5,700, althoug-h 
that is rather below what the actual haul
age will be. Therefore we will have: interest 
upon the cost of construction £2,000, mainten
ance £2,250, transit of coal to Toowoom ba, a 
moiety of what it at present costs from Ipswich 
to Toowomnba, £5,700-total, £D,U50. The 
Minister of Justice shakes his head; but I 
shonld be extremely glad to hear him explain 
that away. 

The MINISTER OF JUSTICE : There is a 
mistake in the calculation. 

The HoN. 'l'. MACDONALD-PATERSON: 
Then the report is wrong. I have understated 
the amount because, as a matter of fact, the 
carriage of the coal consumed at Toowoomba 
and westward is £6,500. 

The 11INISTER OF J"GSTICE : Haulage 
from Ipswich to Toowoomba is always double
you can only take half loads-and therefore the 
haulage is really equal to twice the distance. 

The HoN. T. MACDON.ALD-PATERSON: 
Against that there is the few hundreds of pounds 
I have not taken into consideration at 1:1ll. The 
total carriag-e of coal from Ipswich to all portions 
of the Southern and \V estern system is put down 
at, say, £11,400, and Toowoomba ~J,]one gets 
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credit for £6,500 of that. I have not made up a 
scientifically exact statement; my figures are only 
in the rough ; but the concrete idea is to be found 
in what I am saying, so that paring off these odd 
hundred' of pounds, and omitting from calcula
tion the fifteen miles of haulage from the coal
field into Dalby, I say that the Government are 
proposing a work that will diminish the output of 
coal at Ipswich, and the only advantage of which 
will be that it will effect a saving of time. Work 
it out as you may, the advantage of a double 
quantity of coal being hauled by the same 
power from the new field to Toowoomba is more 
than counterbalanced, at least in round figures, 
by the extra cost per annum, in the avgregate, 
of interest charges, maintenance charges, and 
the credit of the same haulage rate to the new 
line, as is charged now. \V e come to the same 
figures; if anything, they are adverse to the 
new line ; but that is about the position. It is 
just as well that hon. gentlemen should under
stand that we are about to construct a work 
from which we will not receive £1 of profit 
upon the present method of carrying coal 
from Ipswich. The question of saving time 
may be an advantage, but I do not think that 
will justify the building of this line precipitately, 

The HoN. \V. FORREST said: Hon. gentle
men,-The Hon. Mr. Macdonald-Paterson has 
referred to certain of the disadvantages of this 
line, and also to some advantages. I am not 
prepared to criticise his figures, but there is one 
matter that he has not taken into consideration, 
and that is that the line will open up a rich 
agricultural country. The indirect advantag<es 
of the line may do more good than the direct 
adv<tntages enumerated by the Commissioners. 
I have seen a similar district in another colony 
which within three year8 after it obtained railway 
communication, had become one of the greatest 
agricultural districts in the Australian colonies. 
I hope, if this railway is made-and I trust it 
will be-that the same thing will occur here. 

The HoN. A. C. GREGORY said : Hon. 
gentlemen,-I have had some personal experi
ence of this part of the colony, and also with 
the coal there. Some few years ago I went and 
·examined the coal mines with the Inspector of 
Mines, Mr. Fryer, and we found they were really 
first-class mines. Then as regards the character 
of the coal itself: So that there would be no 
picking and choosing, I took a fair avera.ge 
sample, and brought it down to Brisbane, and I 
tested it practically in a steam engine, and found 
that its value was within 4 or 5 per cent. of the 
best class of Ipswich coal, or such coal as is 
imported from Newcastle for making steam
although it was greatly inferior for some pur. 
poses, such as smiths' coal. I found that I gut 
more work out of the engine with that coal than 
with any other coal in Queensland; but at the 
same time rather more was burned, so that w-e 
can place it, as nearly as possible, upon a par 
with the Ipswich coal. Then as regards the 
question of distance from Dalby. The coalfields 
are not fifteen miles away, they are only about 
seven miles away, and I believe they will be 
worked nearer to Dalby than that, and under 
those conditions we certainly ought not to charge 
the whole of the m:tintenance of the line to the 
haulage of coal. Then I come to the question of 
how much is to be saved by using this coal upc>n 
the Downs. If I sat down to it, I could draw n p 
a nice sheet of figures by which I could sho'¥ 
anything you like. I could show that our rail 
ways pay interest and are a wonderful invest
ment for capital, and I could also show that it 
would be better to pull the lines up and thro'¥ 
them into the sea. The figures in neither ca.se 
would show the truth. The true results are 
simply these, that we have to h11ul the coal to 

the Western lines over the Main Range, a dis
tance of about sixty-five miles from Ipswich to 
Toowoomba, which haulage is equal to about 
130 miles as regards the cost, because we can 
only take half loads. Toowoomba would practi
cally be only half the distance from the Dalby 
mines, so that really with the same amount of 
haulage we could send coals from Dalby to 
\Varwick at the same cost that it takes to convey 
them from Ipswich to Toowoomba. \Vhen we 
go westward towards Charleville we find a l~ne 
which is being rapidly extended, and wh!Ch 
uses more coal through the increasing traffic, 
and instead of conveying the coal from Ips· 
wich which is 130 or 140 miles from Dalby, 
we ~ill have the coal within seven miles 
of Dalby, and there will be little ?r no ex· 
pense in getting the coal on to the hne. The 
cost of haulaoe is a great deal less upon the 
\V estern line; where the gradients are very 
gentle and thete can be no two opinions, if we 
take ~ practical vie"· of the subject, as to the 
ad vis ability of constructing the line so far as the 
coal is concerned. As regards the other benefits 
to be derived from the construction of the line, 
it must be remembered that the country for the 
first ten or twelve miles out of Dalby is not 
particularly good, but it improves greatly. until 
you get into a district which has a better chmate 
than there is in any part of the plain nea: Dalby. 
The truth is that the Bunya Mountams are a 
range of hills which intercept the rain to a great 
extent and cause a verv dry district to the 
westw~rd, near Dalby. 'The Bunya. Mountain 
district has a greater amount of ramfall than 
any other district in that part _of Quee~sh:nd. 
There is a good deal nf bad land m the d1stnct ; 
but on the other hand there is a great deal of 
good land that would be availahle for small 
settlers because it consists of rich valleys amongst 
ranges ~n which the soil is not so g?od ; and 
that is the class of country upon whiCh small 
settlers have always succeede<l best. A small 
farmer cannot live entirely on his cultivation ; he 
must have a certain amount of stock, and for that 
stock he must have grazing land. The Bunya 
Mountains district is very well ad~pted f'!r t?at 
kind of settlement; it is a valuable timberchstnct, 
and it is the most westerly ]JOint from w~ich any 
large supply of sawn timber can be ob~amed for 
the western interior, where there IS a total 
absence of pine and very little good hardwood. 
Under these circumstances I think we may 
fairly conclude that the proposed line ·will pay as 
well if not better than the average of the branch 
lines constructed in this colony. 

'fhe HoN. F. T. BRENTNALL said: Hon. 
gentlemen -I think it is due to the House that I 
should say a word or two with regard to my ob
jection to give evidence b~fore the. select corn· 
mittee, as well as my objectwn to takmg a seat on 
that committee. My name was proposed for that 
committee without my consent or knowledge, 
n,nd after the notice of motion was given I spoke 
to the Minister of Justice on the subject, and 
told him that I was prejudiced against the line, 
but that if it was his wish I was prepared to go 
and he.~r the evidence, and give my vote as a 
member of the select committee according to my 
judgment. Subsequently th"; Hon: Mr. ~o':eton 
said he thought it would be madv1sable "o Sl~ on 
a committee to deliberate on a proposal agamst 
which both of us had some prejudice. We were 
subsequently asked :f we would atte;nd t~at 
committee, or suggest witnes.ses who. might give 
evidence in support of the v1ews whJCh w~ took 
on the subject. My view.< were not S'lfficJently 
definite for me to "'0 and give evidence before the 
committee; if th:y had been, I would still have 
been unprApared to go and express to the corn· 
mitteethe views I might feel it my duty to expr!'ss 
before this House. I simply look at the questron 
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on broad and general grounds, as to the policy of 
the rail way. There has been some evidence brour; ht 
forward as to the probable receipts from one 
particular class of freigh&. I think the argnment 
of the Hon. Mr. Macdonald-Paterson was a 
liotle more elaborate than io need have been 
-someohing like the argument of the Hon. 
Mr. Gregory, whose argument covered a great 
deal of ground. The Hon. Mr. Gregory took 
us to Toowoomba, to \Varwick, ::tnd beyondi 
and along the \V estern line as far as this coa 
will have to be carried, to show what may be 
saved in haulage. But the Chief Commissiouer 
of Railways makes the simple st::ttement that 
£3,000 annually may be saved to the department 
on the cost of coal for the ·western railwavs. 
That is put.ting the whole argument about coal 
into a nutshell. That is his estimate of the 
maximum saving per annum, supposing this 
coalfield is opened up and the railways are supplied 
with coal therefrom. In order to s.tve £3,000 per 
annum it is now proposed to build a line of railway 
at a cost of £46,690, beside' the additional expense 
of rolling-stock, to say nothing of the annual 
cost of maintenance-which I make to be £2,385 
at the maximum rate of m::tintenance for last 
year-and to say nothing of the cost of the 
land in addition. Taking 5 per cent. interest 
-which, though higher than the rate now 
paid on public loans, may be taken as a 
fair mte, and easy of calculation-taking 5 
per cent. interest on the cost of construction, 
purchase of land, cost of rolling-stock, and 
annual maintenance, we shall have, in round 
numbers, an expenditure of something like £5,000 
a yearin order to eave£3,000 a year to ohe railway 
deparoment on the cost of coal. When this line 
W::ts proposed in the Legislative Assembly in the 
year 1882 by Mr . .Tessop, he moved for a sum of 
money to be placed on the Estimates for a survey 
to be made of this line. He then advanced two 
reasons why this line should be constrncted. 
Those reasons were the resources of the Bunya 
Mountain district in stone and timber. \V e 
hear nothing whatever now about the valuable 
stone in the district. Somehow it has dis
appeared, yet we have heard nothing of an 
earthquake in ohe district; but. by some over
sight, this stone seems to ha.ve disappeared, 
and the agricultural resources of the district 
have been brought to view in its place. It 
is confidently predicted that this line will 
pay. How many branch railways have been 
constructed which are not paying and are not 
likely b pay for many a year to come ? Yet 
when the plans, sections, and books of refer
ence of those branches were before Parlia
ment, much the same arguments were used
arguments quite as forcible-as have been used 
on behalf of this proposed branch line. Were we 
not told that there was not the sh::tdow of a 
doubt that the Grow's Nest line would pay? ·were 
we not told that the Highfields branch would 
open up a magnificient agricultural and timber 
district, and that there was no doubt about that 
line paying? Were we not told that the South 
Coast Railway would lead to the development of 
ono of the best agricultural districts in the 
colony, where agriculture, including the growing 
of sugar, was already so productive that the !in e 
iVould pay from the very start? And what is 
the inference to be drawn from the fact that 
these lines do not pay a' was predicted? The 
inference is that if you have no more to depend 
on than the agricultural resources of a district, 
you will not have a paying line of railway. 
Does the line from Ipswich to Fassifern pay? 
Where is the line that pays simply by the carriage 
of agricultural produce? There are very few 
branch railways that pay working expenses and 
interest on the cost of construction. The Sand
gate branch pays, not because it goes to an agri-

cultural district, but becans~ of the lar~e pas
senger tmffic. If it could be shown that thrs pro
posed line would command a large passenger traffic, 
as well as a traffic in coal and timber, then I 
might see my way clear to vote for it. I_ have 
seen it stated that there are 300 settlers m the 
district; but Mr. Carmody goes a little hig_h!lr; 
he thinks there may probably be 400 famrhes. 
If we take the average number of persons to a 
family at five, there will be something like 
2,000 people in the _whole distr;?t. What pos
sible chance of a paymg traffic will there be m a 
district like that? Suppose one-tenth of those 
people travel by rail once a month, you will 
have, say, eight persons travelling along the ,line 
during each day, Sundays excepted. \V1ll a 
passenger traffic like that pay for grease. for the 
wheels of the rolling-stock, let alone the mterest 
on the cost of construction and the cost of main
tenance? And what is going to be done with 
all this timber that we hear about? Some, I 
believe has been brought to the metropolitan 
market· but those who are acquainted with 
the condition of the metropolitan timber market 
would conclude that it would be a poor and 
unprofitable bu~iness to bring timb~r from the 
Bunya l\Iountams at the present tnne. Com
petition in the trade is so keen here, that I 
for one should not care to be a shareholder in a 
business of that kind, where the timber had to 
be brought all the way from the Bunya J\:Ioun
tains. What demand can there be for timber 
from the Bunya Mountains in the Southern 
n,nd \V estern districts, to justify the c~mstruc
tion of a line for the purpose of carrymg _thl!t 
timber to consumers? As for the coal, It IS 
arlmitted that it is not of the highest class. It 
is a fair average quality uf coal, such as is being 
already obtained in other parts of the colony 
and used on our rail ways. Something was said 
elsewhere about the unjustifiaUeness of contenc;l
ino- that enterprise in some new locality is to be 
fettered out of consideration for enterprise in a 
locality where the same claS!', of work has already 
been de\'eloped. To put it in plain words, 
Ipswich is our coal district. A large amount 
of money has been spent by pr1vate indi
viduals not only in driving into the hillsides, 
but in sinking shafts, erecting machinery, and in 
constructing branch railways in order to bring tl:e 
product to the main line oj railway ; and it IS 
now deliberately proposed by the Government to 
rnake another line in another district, which will 
save .£3, 000 a year on coal at a cost of £5,000 
a year to the taxpayers, and do incalculable 
injury to another district in which a large 
amount of private capital is already inves~ed 
in coal mines. I put that out without laymg 
undue stress on the argument. But I lay con
siderable stress on this argument-that the 
gentlemen who want to open up those coal 
mines in the vicinity of Dalby, Jimbour, and the 
Bunya Mountains should do so in the same way 
as the coal proprietors in the Ipswich district 
have done. They should spend t~eir own money 
on the enterprise and make their own branch 
line". There was a splendid example set them 
the other day in another branch of the legis_la
ture, when it was proposed that a branch lme 
should be made to Mount :Morgan at the expense 
of the country. After the subject had been 
thrashed out to a considerable extent, one of the 
proprietors got up in a magnanimous way and 
stated with a kind of pride that the company own
ing that vccluable property would not trouble the 
country to build that bit of a railway, that they 
were competent to build it for themselves, and 
that they would build it thernsel ves. If there 
be a valuable coalfield of such potent promise in 
this district why should Parliament be called 
upon to vote money for the opening up of 
that ooalfield, unless it can be shown that th11 
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tn.xpayers of the colony are going to geh some 
benefit from the construction of the line? 
My contention is that the taxpayers will be 
l<>sers, that we shall be making the rail way 
to benefit private owners, and that out of the 
consolidated revenue there will have to come 
year after year a considerable amount to pay the 
deficiency on the wor],ing of this branch line. 
Let the gentlemen interested come forward, as 
the gentlemen interested in the Mount :Morgan 
line have come forward, and say that they scorn 
t<> ask the country for the money-or at any 
rate that they scorn to press the request on the 
country-to build for them this little branch 
railway. This .coal is probably as hypothetical 
as the stone whwh was spoken of by Mr. ,Tessop 
when he proposed that money should be put on 
the Estimates for a survey in 1882. One of the 
principal arguments I propose to leave for the 
consideration of the House is this : I do not 
think that there is a single branch line to an 
agricultural district that is paying interest <>n the 
cost of constraction, the cost of its maintenance, 
and its working expenses. If we have one I 
should like to know where it is. I think we 
have gone quite far enough in spending public 
money upon these unprofitablerailways, especially 
when public money is becoming scarce :1nd hard to 
get. The argument goes for nothing, in the face 
of past experience, that a line going to such a db
trict must necessarily pay from the start. Some 
of us are becoming incredulous about such pre
dictions being fulfilled. I am i ncredulons in the 
present instance, and if the matter comes to a 
division I shall vote against the motion, bet'<J.USe 
I am strongly convinced that if the line is 
made it will be made more for private bene
fit than for the public benefit, and that in 
any case it will not pay. A strong con
sideration with me is that those who want 
to get a particular benefit in thi., direction 
should do the same as other proprietors of both 
coal mines and gold mines have done-they 
should show their faith in the coal resources on 
their own property by building a rail way for 
the development of those resources without 
troubling the ]mblic treasury. 

The HON. B. B. MORETON said : Hon. gentle
men,-! may say that the remrtrks made by the 
Hon. Mr. Brentnallaqoutbeingprejudicedagainst 
the line apply to me also, and that was the reason 
why I declined to sit on the seleet committee. 
The Treasury Bills Act passed last session 
included an item of £15,000 for the first section 
of a railway from Dalby towards the Bunya 
Mountains, and I understood from reading the 
debates in another place, that the line was on!)' 
going to the coalfields in that district. I there
fore asked whether it was proposed to extend the 
line beyond those coalfields. In reply to my 
question the :Minister of ,J nstice said :-

"The intention at present was to construct the line 
to connect the coalfields >poken of with Dalby. 'Any 
further extension "\vould be a matter for the subsequent 
consideration of P~nliament." 
It is evident that there was nothing more at that 
time in the mind of the hon. gentleman but a 
line from Dalby to the coalfields, and that the 
stone, timber, and agricultural resources of the 
district had nothing to do with the question at 
that time. It was then presumed that nearly all 
this coal was on private land. It appears now, 
however, that there is S<'me on a reserve; but I 
find that this reserve is farther away than where 
the coal has been tested. The coal that has 
been testes]. was fou"'1 on lands belonging 
to two or three gentlemen-in one caRe to a. 
company, and in the '"her to a Mr. Simpson. I 
agree with the remarks that have fallen from the 
Hon. lVlr. Brentnall, that the line ought to be 
made by those who own the coal, seeing tha.t 
only seven and a-half miles of railway would 

have to be constructed hy them. As to the line 
opening up Government land, I do not suppose 
the Government would lease those reserves at 
the present time under the Mineral Lands Act, 
becauRe there would be an outcry on the 
part of the private owners of coal lands in the 
neighbourhood that the Government were inter· 
fering with the inrluAtries of the people of thA 
di$trict. In view of what the Minister of J nstice 
said last y<·ar, and believing that the line, if 
constructed at all, ought to be made by the 
persons interested, I shall vote against the 
motion. 

Question put, and the House divided:
CoNTENTS, 13. 

The Hons. A. J. Thynne, T. L. Murray-Prior, .J. Scott, 
J. C. Ileussler, \V. G. Power, 1\r. D. Box, A. C. Gregory, 
J. C. Foote, C. F. Marks, J. C. Smythe, P. Macpherson 
"\V. Graham, and \f. l 1Drrest. 

NoT CoN rENTS, 6. 
The Hons. T. ~Iacdonald-Paterson, B. B. Moreton, 

W. F. Taylor, J. S. Turner, F. T. Brentnali, and J. Swan. 

~nestion re·,ol ved in the affirma~iYe. 

The MINISTER OF .JUSTICE said: Hon. 
gentlemen,-I beg to move-

1. That this House approves of the plan, s~tion, 
and book of reference of the proposed branch railway 
from Dalby towards Bunya Mountains {section No. 1), 
from D>Llby to Rocky Point Dam, length N Jl!iles. 58 
chain~. as received by message from the Legislative 
A.scmbly on the llth Septemher. 

2. That such approval he notified to the Legisla
tive A::;sembly by message in the usual form. 

Question put and passed. 

SUPREME COURT BILL. 

Cm!MITTEE. 
The MINISTER OF ,JUSTICE said : Hon. 

gentlemen,-! beg to move that this <(rder?fthe 
})ay be postponed until after the consideratiOn of 
Order of the Day No. 5. It is rather a late hour 
in the evening to enter upon the discussion of 
this measure. 

The HoN. W. F. TAYLOR said: Hon. 
gentlemen,--! see no reason why this Order of 
the Day should he postponed. I have ~1~en 
sittin~ here for the last hour and a-half, waitmg 
to ha.;'e this measure considered. It was discussed 
very fully last evening, and I think hon. memb.ers 
have made up their minds how they are gomg 
to vote. Therefore, I see no reason for postpon· 
ing it further. 

Question put and passed. 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND (DIOCESE OF 
BRISBANE) PROPERTY BILL. 

SECOND READING. 
The HoN. B. B. MORETON said: Hon. gentle· 

men,-As I moved the adjournment of the deba~e 
on the last occasion this was before the House, It 
falls upon me now, I suppose, to say what I have to 
say on the matter. At the time, I had not looked 
very carefully into the Bill; but from what I ha,:e 
seen in the sehedule to the re.port, I thought It 
advisable to look further into it, and in goin(!' 
through the Bill I found in clause 6 some points 
that I objected to. ~t d?es seem stranfie ~o Il!e 
that while we are gomg m for decentralisatiOn m 
everything else, the :eligious bo.dies of the colf>nY 
are trying to centralise everytlnng they possibly 
can in the hands of one man ; I say one man 
because that one man is the head of the Synod. 
The 6th clause sa vs that if by reason of death, 
absence from the "colony, or other disability, the 
execution or consent of any trustee to th~ trans~er ?f 
property by this Act cannot be obtamed w1th1U 
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t~ree monthq after the passing of the Act the 
Bishop may, by writing under his own hand 
consent to such transfer, in place of any such 
tru•tee. According to this clause, in a case 
where a. trustee cannot be obtained, the Bishop, 
after his consent has been published in the 
Government Gazette, may order the transfer of 
such property to the Synod. In looking at 
the schedule I find a case which would come 
under .this clause. It is a case with which my 
name IS connected. The property consists of 
83 . acres, which. used at one time to be the 
residence of Sir Maurice O'Connell when 
he was land commissioner in the Gayndah 
district. It was afterwards bou"ht by the in
habitants of that district for the p~rpose of erect
ing a church, and building a residence for the 
clergyman. The deed was made out in the 
names of Thos. Jones, Clement F. Lawless, 
and H. Herbert. Before Mr. Lawless died he 
gave myself and Mr. J. O'C. Bligh a power of 
attorney to receive the rents and look after the 
property,, and. that property, which was bought 
by. the mhabitants o~ that district, can, under 
this clause, be swept mto t~e coffers, if I may 
say so, of the Synod, agamst the wishes, or 
Without the consent of those to whom it really 
belongs-namely, the inhabitants of Gayndah 
a,nd the neighbourhood who are members of the 
Church '!f England. I knu:v that, so far as the 
~muntrY: IS concerned, there IS a very strong feel-
111!)' ag:'mst country property of that description 
gomg m to the hands of the Synod and althouO'h 
it is said ~hat this Bill was pas,ed through tlte 
Synod Without any objection whatever still I 
have it fr?m some of those who were pre,;ent 
that the latty ~eld their tongues, because there 
was not the shghtest chance of their being able 
to carry any amendment, if they wished to do 
so, on account of the cl~rgy being so powerful. 
~herefore I woulq pomt out that clause 6 
~s not one that IS likely to increase the 
mt~r.est that. such localities take in their 
re~Igwus affairs. I know, in this case, every
thmg has been done by the inhabitants 
of the Gayndah. district, without going to the 
Synod. They did apply to the Synod to see if 
they cou!d get some assistance, bnt they were 
told no~hmg could be done, and unless they paid 
a certam sum of money they couid not send a 
synodsman down. For many years they did not 
care whether they sent a syriodsman down or 
not, and they were perfectly independent of the 
Synod. I feel. certain that those people do not 
Wish to see thetr property pass into the hands of 
the S:ynod against their will, but by this clause 
~he Bishop has only to have a notice pnblished 
111 • ~he Govemm.ent Gazette, and he can, by 
writmg, under his own hand, consent to such a 
~rans~er at once, as there i.s not a single trustee 
m. th1~ colony to prevent It. I look upon this 
!3tll with a great deal of suspicion. I know that 
It may be and has been said by some, that it is 
far ~etter to have a central body to work church 
affair~ ; .but I myself am not disposed to think 
that Jt IS nece5sary for our religion to have a 
central l;JOdy. I think we can go to the happy 
place without even the Bishop or the Synod. 
Alth.ough I shall. not . vote against the second 
readml!' of the B'll, I should like to see some 
alterat:ons rr:ade in the 6th clause, to prevent the 
hardshtp whiCh I have pointed out. 

The MINISTER OF JUSTICE said : Hon. 
ge_ntle~en,.-I a!ll not going to follow my hon. 
friend m discussmg the question of the necessity 
!or these institutions, which are, no doubt, very 
Imp<;r:ant and very necessary in British com
mmuties; but I think I am ri«ht in saying it 
seem$ to me that the Hon. JYir."'Moreton 'has, to 
some extent, exaggerated the effect that some of 
these clauses may have with regard to different 
trusts. The 6th clause does not apply at all, 

unless a trnstee is absent from the colony, or 
dead, and then, surely, there ought to be some 
p~rson, or pe~sons, or some corporation, or recog
msed authority, who could consent, or act on 
behalf of people who might not be get-at-able. 
This. clause 6 is a mere adjunct to clause 5, which 
provides-

" When any persons hold any trust property for or 
on the behalf of the Church or of •mY person holding 
office therein, they or a majority of them may, if they 
think fit, transfer or consent to the transfer of the trust 
property to the corporation upon the trusts to which 
the same is subject, and such transfer when duly reN 
gistered shall from and after its date operate as a dis
charge to the transferring or consenting trustees from' 
the duties of the trust/' 

It seems to me that this transfer to the Synod 
does not do more than enablethetrusteestoappoint 
the corporation of the Synod to be the trustees of 
the property, upon the trusts under which it is 
held. Under our Real Property Act it has be
come a matter of almost daily occurrence for trus
tees, by the simple nomination of other trustees, 
to transfer trust properties to their successors, and 
it is merely giving the power to the present 
trustees to transfer it to the corporation, which, 
I take it, is a recognised body and which will carry 
out the trusts of the Church of England pro
perty throughoat the colony. I can sympathise 
very much with the members of the Church 
of England who framed this Bill, because I 
can quite imagine that it would he a very 
difficult thing for those who are charged with 
the conduct of Church matters in the colony 
to keep a proper record of the different pro
perties throughout the colony. I do not 
know whether this 6th clause will have any 
effect at all, except in the case of absence from 
the colony, or disability of trustees. Trustees, 
as a rule, are in this position, that when one of 
their body dies the property devolves entirely 
upon the surviving trustees, and all that is 
necessary is to produce a certificate of death, 
property certified, 11nd the name is taken off the 
title deed. This clause will apply to very few 
cases indeed. So far as I have been able to study 
the Bill, there is a desire through it to preserve 
the trusts under which pmperties are held. 
In the schedule of trusts given in the report 
there are some nine or ten cases where properties 
are held in the names of gentlemen without any 
declared trusts, but it is recognised that they 
are Church properties. It is as well that they 
should be vested in a body which must hold 
them as trustees for the declared purpose of being 
for the benefit of the church. 

The HoN. B. B. MORETON: The one I 
am alluding to was that for the use of the 
Church of England inhabitants of Gayndah. 

The MINISTER OF JUSTICE : I do not 
see that that particular property is referred to in 
the schedule. However, it seems to me that, in 
this Bill, very great precautions are taken to 
prevent a diversion of property from the trusts 
under which it was originally given; and pro
vision is made that properties which are held for 
Church purposes shall be put upon a proper and 
legitimate basis. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the HoN. P. MACPHER

SON, the consideration of the Bill in committee 
was made an Order of the Day for TueRday 
next. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The MINISTER OF JUSTICE said : Hon. 

gentlemen, -I beg to move that this House do 
now adjourn. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at five minutes to 6 

o'clock. 




