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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Thursdey, 10 October, 1889,

Question~—Question Without Notice—intercolonial
rabbit conference.—The “Hopeful” Prisoners—
postponement of motion.—Water Bores for the far
North.—Message from the ILegislative Council—
Dalby and Bunya Mountain railway—North Coast
extension.—Payment of Pensions.—Supreme Court
Amendment Bill—committee,—Supply—resumption
of committee,—Adjournment,

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
8 o’clock.

QUESTION.

Mr. HODGKINSON asked the Minister for
Railways—

If instructions have been given to any officer of the
department to survey aline of railway from the Northern
Railway in the direction of the Etheridge Gold Field.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hon.
H. M. Nelson) replied—

No. .

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE.
INTERCOLONIAL RABBIT CONFERENCE.

Mr, STEVENS said : Mr. Speaker,—I should
like to ask the Minister for Lands, without
notice—Why Queensland was not represented at
the Intercolonial Rabbit Conference? as I see by
the newspapers that apologies for non-attendance
were received from the representatives of this
colony,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. M.
H. Black) said : Mr. Speaker,—I would prefer
that the hon. member gave notice of his question,
as I should then be able to give information that
will be thoroughly reliable.

THE “HOPEFUL” PRISONERS.
PosTPONEMENT OF MOTION.

The Hox. P. PERKINS said: Mr, Speaker,
—1I beg to postpone the motion in my name in
reference to the correspondence and reports in
connection with the *‘ Hopeful” prisoners until to-
morrow week, as I understand that His Honour
the Chief Justice is about to send in a report on
tge subject, and I do not wish to anticipate
that.

WATER BORES FOR THE FAR NORTH.
Mr. HUNTER, in moving—

That the House will, on Friday next, resolve itself
into a Committee of the Whole to cousider of an
address to the Governor, praying that His Dxeellency
will be pleased to cause to be placed on the Supple-
mentary Estimates for the present year the sum of
£20,000 to defray the expense of putting down bores
for artesian water at Croydon, Etheridge, and other
portions of the far North—
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said : Mr. Speaker,—My reason for proposing
this motion 18 that £50,000 was placed on the
Estimates some time ago for boring for artesian
water in Queensland. The vote was passed by
this House without any stipulation as to what
part of the colony it should be expended in,
and I understood from that that a portion
would be spent in various parts of the colony.
But I am sorry to find that not one shilling
of the money has been spent North of Cape
Palmerston, and being a representative of
the far North it is only natural that I
should ask from this House the same treat-
ment for the North that the South has received.
It is not my intention to take up much time this
afternoon, because the subject has been pretty
well thrashed out by the Northern members.
‘We have on every opportunity requested the
Government to do justice to the North in this
particular way, but after semi promises and
excuses we find ourselves to-day in the same
position we were in when the £50,000 was voted
for artesian bores, On that account I think I
would be perfectly justified in asking the Govern-
ment to place £20,000 on the Estimates, to be
spent in search of artesian water in the far
North. Now, some hon. members in this
House said a few nights ago that artesian
water could not be found on goldfields, but
instead of coming here and arguing about it
it would be better to try. There has been
much time spent in talking about it—the cost of
keeping the House together to discuss it would
put down several bores. Now, a large sum of
money has been voted for this purpose, and it is
a most peculiar thing that every one of the bores
put down have been sunk in districts represented
by hon. gentlemen sitting on the Government
side of the House. I believe there is not one
exception. Not a member on this side has had
an artesian bore put down in his district. When
we see the district represented by the two mem-
bers for Burke so badly in want of water, it is
only natural that we should come to this House
and ask for some substantial sum to be placed
on the Estimates to be spent in the direction I
have indicated. If there is any objection that
can be offered to this motion, T shall be
most happy, en receiving a promise from this
Government that the work Thave alluded to will
be attended to, to withdraw the motion, because
I do not wish to occupy the time of the
House. Isimply want what is fair and whatisnot
only due, but considerably overdue, There was a
return furnished to us a few nights ago showing
that we in the North are entitled to something
like £150,000 more than we really receive, and
we have every reason to believe that that state of
thing will still go on on the same lines. I donot
think the sum I have asked for is anything out of
the way. I pointed out the other evening that
three years ago there were something like
8,000 people at Croydon, and I believe at the
present day the number i1s a great deal nearer
800. It has dwindled down solely and wholly
for the want of water. It is not necessary for
me to say that without water people cannot
exist, That will be generally admitted. That
is the exact state of affairs on that goldfield at
the present time. There is only one machine
that has been working for some months past, and
the whole of the water that supplies that machine
is got out of the greund. The people have spent
all the money taken from the field, and a great
majority have left the field. Those that remain
there now are living from hand to mouth, trying
to exist until the Government will come forward
and do something for them, so that their labour
and money may not be entirely wasted. These
people are begging for this small expenditure to
keep the district going and flourishing—a district
capable of supporting from 10,000 to 20,000 people
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—and I think T am more justified in asking for
this small sum than the Government are ‘justi-
fied in voting money for immigration purposes.
Would it not be better to put our goldfields in
such a position that their attraction will bring
people here from the other colonies rather than
vote money to bring people from the old country
and give them nothing to do when they are
here? We land people in the North and send
them to Croydon to find that there is no water,
and then they have to return. Men come to this
country witha view of going ontoourgoldfields, as
places where there are opportunities of making
money. They are perfectly correct. Those are
the right places to go to, if they were properly
treated ; but those people go to the goldfields
and find out that the things which are really
necessary the Government refuse to grant. This
Croydon district will support a large and
flourishing population if the Government will
only give it fair treatment, and a good water
supply. Therefore I feel quite sure that if hon.
members will only look at the thing in a fair
light, consider what has been given to their
distriets, and consider all the surrounding eircum-
stances, they will see their way clear to support
this motion,

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. W,
Pattison)'said : Mr. Speaker,—When this Com-
mittee was considering the salaries of the Hy-
draulic Engineer’s Department lately, I explained
that the Government had, forcertain reasons, not
been able to put down a bore at Croydon. The
hon. member for Burke knows how the matter
stands, and that bores are not things that
can be put down in a moment. I then
explained exactly the position of the matter.
The Hydraulic Engineer reported very doubtfully
as to the pozsibility of securing an artesian water
supply at Croydon, and the report was sent to the
divisional board at Croydon. I then explained
thatthe divisional board had not replied—weknow
the reason why—their disorganised state of affairs
hag prevented them froiwn replying. The matter
has been fully considered, and the Government
are disposed to do all that they possibly can, not
only for Croydon, but for other goldfields. In
proof of that, I may state that since the matter
was before the Committee I have conferred with
my colleague, the Minister for Mines and Works,
and Mr. Jack has been instructed to examine
and report upon the possibility of securing
artesian water at Croydon and other places.
I think that must prove to the hon. member for
Burke that the Government are doing the best
they can. The hon. member for Burke surely
does not expect the Government to put down an
artesian bore in a place where the Hydraulic
Engineer has reported that it is almost im-
possible for a supply of artesian water to be
obtained. After what has been said on the
subject, however, the Government have obtained
the services of a gentleman whom I consider to be
athoroughly competent man, andthat is Mr. Jack,
to report upon the place. Mr. Jack has been
instructed to report upon the possibility of
obtaining artesian water at Croydon, and if he
reports that it is useless to attempt to procure
artesian water in that district, I, for one, shall not
feel justified in recommending to my colleagues
the advisability of putting down a bore there;
but if he reports that there is the remotest
chance of water being procured there, I shall
take the matter in hand, and proceed with it
vigorously. I may go a little beyond the regula-
tions I have laid down, and allow the Govern-
ment to take the risk, and trust that in time there
will be boards at Croydon and the Etheridge
and other places mentioned who will take over
the bores if we are successful in securing an
artesian water supply. I cannot sece that any
good canj come of the motion of the hon.
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member for Burke, The matter, ag I have
explained, is receiving my best consideration,
and with the special circumstances at Croydon—
that they have had no rain there for a length of
time, and that there is a large population there,
I am disposed to treat that district more liberally
than I would treat other places.

Mr. HODGKINSON : Then God help the
other places.

The COLONIAL TREASURER ; The junior
member for Burke has said that all the bores put
down have been put down in the South; but
that is not the fault of the present Government.
There are very few bores I have recommended,
except those put down under the regulations T
have fixed ; and with respect to bores previously
put down, I am endeavouring as fast as possible
to get them brought within the scope of the regu-
lations by which the local authorities will have
to take them over, if they wish to have control of
the water. Itmay appear that the North hasnot
been fairly treated in this matter, but the North
isreceiving consideration. For the reasonsI have
bhefore given, it has been found impossible to get
people to tender for one or two bores. But now
a scheme is being largely considered, and as soon
as Mr. Jack’s report is received, possibly tenders
will be called for putting down 10,000 feet or
15,000 feet in the Northern district, and that will
be a sufficiently large contract to attract people
with boring plant and induce them to take it to
a distance. The boring plants in Queensland are
very limited, and some of the contracts actually
let at the present time have, in consequence, been
brought to a standstill through the inability of
the contractors to carry out their contracts.
I have had very considerable difficulty with
more than one contract in the Hydraulic En-
gineer’s Department. It is not an easy matter
to get contractors with the necessary plant, and
T find it is not an easy matter to deal with them,
and except upon stringent terms I cannot get
them to perform their share of the contract. That
is notably so in the case of the Clermont bore,
with which I have considerable difficulty at
the present time. I need not go further into that
now ; but I can assure the hon. members for
Burke that the matter of a bore at Croydon is
receiving my best consideration, and Croydon,
Etheridge, and the other places referred to in
the motion, will receive special consideration at
my hands.

Mr, HODGKINSON said: Mr. Speaker,—I
am tired of these miserable excuses. I will not
follow the example of my hon. colleague. I will
not crave this Government to do anything, but I
will see that they do their duty and grant justice
to the district I represent. The Colonial
Treasurer is, it appears, gradually rousing
from his torpidity, and is coming back to admit
what I tried to drive into his head three
months ago, He has come now to acknow-
ledge that it isuseless to talk of putting down
one bore in a district, and is coming back
to the knowledge that if he wants a bore put
down he must call for tenders for boring so many
thousand feet. Here we have a miner in charge
of the finances of the colony, and another, the
Minister for Mines and Works, who knows
thoroughly the wants of the mining fields,
and yet they do nothing. Croydon is to
be penalised for its political action at the
last general elections. They were loyal enough
to return a Government supporter at Cler-
mont—a deserted goldfield with a population
of about thirty Chinamen, and not more
than sixty European miners—and that place
has a bore. There is not a bore down in the
colony that does not represent a Government sup-
porter. Any want of their supporters is promptly
attended to, There is a railway wanted at Mount
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Morgan where there is a clique revelling in a
plethora of wealth, and yet they want to ex-
tract more from the colony, whilst everything is
denied to the miners who are really developing
the wealth of the colony. Do you think, Sir, I
am going to crave anything from a Government
like this? Is there a Government? Who
are they? Where are the Government? We
know that in another place they are at sixes
and sevens. I shall not crave a Croydon bore.
The fact is that it has never been intended to give
Croydon a bore until the Government are forced
to doit. T shall not argue the point with the
Colonial Treasurer, as there is no use in doing so.
The district is to be penalised because the people
chose to speak out in a manly manner and resist
the temporary ebullition of the late general elec-
tion—from which the country, I am happy to
say, i now recovering. I shall tell the hon.
gentleman—and he can take it as an idle threat
if he thinks proper—that if immediate steps are
not taken in this matter, there shall be divulg-
ments made in this Chamber that will hunt those
gentlemen from the Treasury benches.

Mr. PALMER said : Mr. Speaker,—The hon.
gentleman who has just sat down has told us
that there is a bore put down in every district
represented by a Government supporter. Well,
I demanded a bore for Camooweal, but I have
not got it yet. At the same time, I think the
hon. gentleman who introduced this motion did
so with a very good purpose, and there is no
part of North Queensland in which a boreis
more earnestly demanded than the Croydon and
Etheridge Gold Fields. I have here thereport of
the Hydraulic Engineer upon water supply, and
there is a paragraph with regard to the Croydon
bore in it, which says ;—

“The report received last year that overflowing

artesian water was tapped in this bore was subse-
quently found to be premature. Boring operations
with a diamond drill were carried on under many difi-
culties and at great cost until October last, when it
was deemed advisable to suspend if not to abandon
further operations with such machinery. The total
depth bored was 111 feet. The cost was £949 155, 9d.,
ineluding £491 18s. 9d. for transport of the plant from
Brisbane.””
That was done at a little less than £5 a foot, not
allowing for the cost of carriage of the plant.
The result, it is stated, has been tha% there is no
artesian water to be found at Croydon; but I
know that there is natural artesian water to be
found in that neighbourhood, and sufficient, I
think, to encourage the Hydraulic Engineer to
go on with this bore. At no great distance from
Croydon Gold Field, and in the same formation,
there are natural springs of water bubbling to
the surface, and some of them are hot, so that
they have evidently an artesian source for their
supply. T am glad to hear that the Government
Geologist is going over that district. I do not
think it would be advisable to send the Hydraulic
Engineer until Mr. Jack has been there.

The COLONIAL TREASURER:
there now.

Mr. PALMER : I hope Mr, Jack will be able
to report favourably, because there is no district
which more urgently demands a water supply
than the Croydon and Etheridge. The miners
aré leaving Croydon daily. The resources of the
district, so far as they have been tried by private
enterprise, demand that some assistance should
be given. So far as I am concerned, I have
not been able to obtain a bore for my district
which was demanded a good while ago.
know the difficulty in those far-off districts is
that they are so far away, and there is a great
obstacle to be overcome in the way of land
carriage. There are something like sixty tons
of plant in connection with a boring machine,
and thatsléas 6to be transported to the site of the

—0 O
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bore before operations can be begun. Then to
keep the boring machine working, about 1,200
gallons of water are required per day. I think,
however, that these difliculties can be overcome
at Croydon. . There is water carriage as far as
Normanton, and there are only about forty or
fifty miles of land carriage to get to Croydon.
Then there is sufficient water in the various
sinkings to keep the boring plant going.

Mr. HODGKINSON : There are plenty of
places in the district wanting bores besides -
Croydon.

Mr. PALMER : T allude to the mining dis-
tricts of the Etheridge and Croydon. I am not
referring to the pastoral districts at all in the
matter. They have often shown they are able
to help themselves. Of course they would
like the Government to indicate to them
in which direction boring operations can be
carried on successfully, T think that the
intention of the late Premier, the Hon. Sir T.
Mcllwraith, in putting down bores in the
different parts of the colony, was not so much to
supply the various districts with water, as to
indicate where and how they could find artesian
water ; and private enterprise has taken advan-
tage of the lesson, and spent a great deal of
money in boring. In fact, some of the bores put
down by private individuals have been more
successful than those put down by the Govern- .
ment., There is one point, however, with regard
to the bores which have been already put down ;
that is, that they have been put down close to
Zivaterholes which have never been known to be

ry. :

Mr. MURPHY : That is wrong.

Mr. PALMER : Instead of going out 400 or
500 miles into the dry, waterless country, they
have all been put down near the termini of the
railways and near permanent water. I think
the proposal of the hon. gentleman is a very
sensible one,and I am certain that there is no part
of the North where an artesian water supply
would be so payable, and would achieve such
good results as it would in the goldfields of
Croydon and Etheridge.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND
WORKS (Hon. J. M. Macrossan) said: Mr.
Speaker,—The hon. member for Burke is per-
haps justified in calling the attention of the
Government to the want of the Burke district
for an artesian water supply, but there was no
necessity for putting in his notice of motion the
proposal to place £20,000 on the Supplementary
or Lioan Estimates. We have plenty of money for
the purpose of boring without putting any such
large amount on the Supplementary Estimates.
I have not the slightest doubt that if Mr, Jack
indicates to the Government that there is any
place on the Croydon or Etheridge Gold Field
where a bore is likely to be successful, the Govern-
ment will put onedown. Mr. Jack isat present on
the Etheridge. From there he is going to the
Gilbert, and thence to Croydon, I do not see
that the Government can do any more at present.
The hon. gentleman ought to be satisfied with
the assurance the Government have given,

The Hon. P. PERKINS said : Mr. Speaker,—
I consider the Government have been very stingy
over this matter, as I know where two or three
boring machines can be got. I am in fuvour of
the motion of the hon. member for Burke, as I
consider it is the duty of the Government, in
view of the calamities which have overtaken
Croydon from want of rain, to give them every
assistance.

Mr. WATSON said: Mr. Speaker,—I am
surprised to hear the Colonial Treasurer express
himself in the manner he has done with regard
to the contractors of the colony. I can assure
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the hon. gentleman that I have a boring plant
at Bulimba, where it has been lying idle for the
last fifteen wonths, The fact of the matter is,
that the conditions are so stringent, that con-
tractors can hardly get a living out of the con-
tracts. Why are the conditions not amended by
the Government? I remember that when I
finished the South Brisbane Railway Wharves,
the conditions were so stringent that I could
not get £800 which was due to me. T could not
get it from the Government.

An HoNourasrr MemBER: Have you got it
yet?

Mr. WATSON : No; and I never shall get it.
I shall explain this matter. I mentioned this
matter to the Hon. Sir T. Mcllwraith. I went
to him and told him that by taking my seat as
member for Fortitude Valley I lost £800. When
T was returned for that electorate, I found, from
Mr. Marshall and the Mayor of Brisbane, that
if T did not settle my claim as a contractor for
those wharves, I would be disqualified from
taking my seat in this House by the present
leader of the Opposition.

An HonNourasre MEMBER on the Opposition
side : That was the law.

Mr. WATSON : It was not the law. My
claim was due six months previous to my elec-
tion. The leader of the Opposition sent a clerk
from the Colonial Secretary’s office to the Rail-
way Department to find out whether I had been
paid or not ; but that clerk made the damnable
mistake of going straight into the lion’s mouth,
He went straight to Mr. Marshall and said,
¢ Marshall, has Mr. Watson any contract with
you? Has he a contract here so that we can
unseat him?’ Any man of common sense would
have known better than to have done such a thing.
The fact was, I was under contract with the
corporation, not with the Government. When the
hon, gentleman said if it was a fact that the
Government owed me any money I could not
take my seat in Parliament, I actually went and
lost my £800 and took my seat. I outwitted
the leader of the Opposifion by doing that. Hon.
members may laugh, but I can afford to lose
£800, or twice £300, What I am trying to main-
tain is, that contractors do not get the credit
that is due to them, They are ground down to
the lowest ebb by all Governments.

Mr. SAYERS: How did you make your
fortune ?

Mr. WATSON : I made it by two and two,
and two and two make four., The Government
never give a contractor fair play, and when it
comes to a question of arbitration they shunt
him if they can. Mr. Dickson, the late Colonial
Treasurer, has repeatedly told me that there
was not a man in Brisbane like John Watson for
faithfully carrying out his contracts. About
those bores : I consider the Western watershed
deserves every consideration at the hands of the
Government. Water can be obtained there, I
believe, in any quantity that may be required.
It is all very well for hon. members on the other
side to laugh. They may have the laugh now,
but their turn will come ; and when they sit on
this side of the House and we sit on that, we
shall have the laugh at them.

Mr. SAYERS: What about the
corporation ?

Mr, WATSON: The Brisbane corporation
does good work, and so do the divisional
boards, although, if I had it in my power, I
gould give them a little more freedom than they

ave.

Mr. SAYERS : Tell us about two and two.

Mr., WATSON : The hon. member asks me
to tell him about two and two, I can tell him

Brisbane
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something better than that, I can tell him that
three threes are nine, that three foursare twelve,
that three twelves are thirty-six, and that four
nines are thirty-six. That isa problem, and if the
hon. member would like to know, it is on the
gquare ; and he does not know what on the square
is. What I was going to say is that there is
plenty of water to be found on the Western
watershed for the whole of that country, and it
ig our bounden duty to assist in every shape and
form the hon, members who represent the West-
ern districts to get water for those districts. Tam
not a Western man, I am a Fortitude Valleyman ;
but I have a great respect and affection for the
Western parts of the colony. It is those parts
of the colony that will eventually make our
railways pay, and our children will benefit from
them in the future. It is all very well for the
squatters to tell us that the landsin the West are
not worth 2s. 6d. an acre. Eventually they will
be worth £1, £2, and £3 an acre; they will be
worth £5 an acre in a very short period, as our
population increases. Being a contractor, I felt
it my duty to speak on their behalf. They have
always been overridden by every Government,
to this extent, that they have never got justice
at the hands of any Government in power.

Mr. ANNEAR said: Mr. Speaker,—I quite
agree with nearly every word that has fallen
from the hon. member for Fortitude Valley, as
far as contractors are concerned. Although
we have visited the ¢ Orlando” to-day, there
is no reason why we should get excited on our
return. We have had a most pleasant trip. I
chiefly rise to refer to what has fallen from the
Colonial Treasurer. That hon. gentleman re-
ferred to the bore that has been put down at
Clermont. That work is, I believe, at the pre-
sent moment absolutely stopped. I quite agree
with the hon. member, Mr. Watson, that 1t is
impossible, in my opinion, for any contractor to
comply with the conditions of the Hydraulic
Engineer’s Department. The gentlemen who
got the contract for the bore at Clermont are
known to be the ablest contractors in Australia.
They have carried out contracts in South Aus-
tralia, Victoria, and in Queensland ; they con-
structed that piece of line through the desert—
some ninety miles—between Adelaide and Vie-
toria. I believe I am correct in saying that
the Hydraulic Engineer sent a letter to that
firm asking them to apply to him to be
allowed to abandon their contract. Why was
such a request made? Because it is well
known to both the engineer and the contrac-
tors that in the country in which they are
working it is impossible to go one foot further if
they bore for the next thousand years. I be-
lieve they have gone down some 700 or 800 feet,
but the direct depth of the bore is only 300 feet
from the surface. That is owing to the spongy
nature of the ground. Those men have not,
up to the present time, received one farthing for
the work they have done, although they have
put their plant on the ground, have obtained
skilled men from Canada to work it, and have
gone on with the work. I feel sure that the Colo-
nial Treasurer will have this matter so forcibly
brought under his notice that better conditions
will have to be provided for the putting down of
artesian bores, We are deeply indebted to the
%Zntleman employed by the late Government,

r. Loughead, who was the first successful
borer for artesian water in the colony.
admit that the contractors go into these
contracts with their eyes open. Some gen-
tlemen took a contract the other day for
some thousands of feet of artesian boring.
They can never get out of it under the con-
ditions. I defy any man who commences a con-
tract under those conditions to ever come out of
it successfully, Itis impossible, and the sooner
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the Colonial Treasurer will ask some other
engineer to come in the better. Surely we have
good engineers in this colony.

An HONOURABLE MEMBER:
doesn’t know anything about it.

Mr. ANNEAR: I would not go so far as to
say that the present engineer does not know
something about it ; I should be sorry to say an
unkind word about that gentleman ; but he is so
wedded to the conditions he puts before the
contractors that he will not depart from them;
he sticks to them, and solong as he sticks to
them I say it is absolutely impossible for any
man to carry out a contract successfully. The
men who started the bore at Clermont have
spent between £4,000 and £5,000, and they have
not got the worth of the sheet of paper I hold in
my hand out of it. I quite agree with the remarks
of the hon. the senior member for Fortitude
Valley. I have suffered myself. I speak feel-
ingly, and I can believe anything that is told to
me as t0 what may occur when we have to deal
with the low type of Government officers and
inspectors that we find in some of the depart-
ments in the colony. It is high time we wiped
some of them out. Let us carry on our business
as they do in the other colonies of Australia.
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer occupies the
position he does in the best interests of the
colony and the people concerned, and I say let him
ascertain what I am now going to state—that in
no other colony is there any specification the
same as that which is issued from the office of
the Hydraulic Engineer of Queensland. As
regards the motion before the House, I fully
sympathise with the hon. member for Burke,
Mr. Hunter ; but I think that hon. gentleman’s
claim has been met by the assurance given by
the Hon. the Treasurer this afternoon, that when
Mr. Jack has finished at the Etheridge he will go
to Croydon. If such an assurance was made to
me, I should accept it, fully believing that it
would be carried out. But before it is carried
out, I say let us pause and ask the Hon. the
Colonial Treasurer to go back to the conditions
under which the first bore in Queensland—that
at Barcaldine, in the electorate of my hon.
friend the member for Barcoo—was put down.
Those conditions were faithfully carried out, and
the work completed ; but since that time fresh
conditions have beer introduced.

An HoNoURABLE MEMBER : No,

Mr. ANNEAR : Isay,yes. I haveread the
specifications under which that bore was put
down, and I say that any man is a lunatic, a
fit subject for Woogaroo, who would sign the con-
ditions to carry out a contract as they are now
issued from the office of the Hydraulic Engineer
of this colony.

Mr. AGNEW said: Myr. Speaker,—I agree
with every word that has fallen from the hon.
member for Maryborough on this matter. I can
speak feelingly on this subject, because it is
only within the last week or two that I have
had oceasion to become acquainted with the
whole particulars of the case to which the hon.
member has referred, and if I had thought it
was going to be referred to this afternoon I
would have brought the whole of the papers.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I can
give them to you.

Mr. AGNEW : But thisis scarcely the proper
time to bring that matter forward. Itis in the
hands of the Hon. the Colonial Treasurer at
present, and I have every confidence that the
hon, gentleman will deal with the general sub-
ject of these specifications in the way they ought
to be dealt with. If we want to get water byboring
in this colony we must ask contractors to work

The engineer
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known that in all specifications there are clauses
inserted for the express purpose of preventing
men from defrauding the Government, and
they are very properly used when any con-
tractor attempts to do that; but it is a new
state of things entirely that those clauses
should be used to oppress honest, honourable
contractors. It is most desirable that we should
obtain water in all parts of the country, and
when contractors are honestly bent on faithfully
carrying out their obligations, and striving to
complete their contracts, they ought to be
reasonably assisted, and not thwarted in all
manner of ways by clauses in the specifications,
which, although they were read by the con-
tractors, have never been known to be used as a
means of oppressing them.

The Hox. Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH : What is
the nature of the agreement ?

Mr. AGNEW : I think it would be well for
the country if all the clauses of this specification
were read. The first objectionable feature is
this: That boring in Queensland shall be done
only by American labour ; that no colonial man
shall be engaged as a borer, I will read the
clauses, The first is—

“The Hydraulic Engineer shall have full power to
fix the sites for the bores, hereinafter mentioned, in
any part of Queensland ; but he is not obliged to fix
the site of the first hore before the expiration of seven
months from the date of signing this contract.”

So that if a man signed a contract yesterday, he
could be kept hanging about doing nothing for
seven solid months. No, 4 says—

‘“The contractor shall, at his own cost, import from

America and land in Brisbane, within seven months
from the date of signing this contract, a sufficient
quantity of the most approved and powerful boring
machinery’’—
Why should it be imported from America?
There is nothing at all connected with boring
plant that cannot be manufactured in our own
colony; yet the contractor is compelled to
import from America articles that can be manu-
factured here, and which, as the hon. member
for South Brisbane, Mr. Luya, stated the other
night, have actually beenr sent to various parts
of the colonies, and will before long be sen$ to
America. Yet, as I say, the contractor is
obliged to import those articles from America.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Not now.

Mr, AGNEW : That is part of the specifica-
tion, which goes on to say—

“Tools, implements, and duplicates thereof, together
with all plant of every description that may be
required for properly and expeditiously carrying on
and completing the works of this contract; the contrac-
tor to defray all freights, wharfage, and charges on such
plant; and the contractor shall also in like manner
engage and bring from America to this colony, at his
own cost, two thoroughly experienced, skilled, and
veliable drillers to work the machinery and perform the
boring operations comprised in this contract in the
most approved and speedy manner.”

‘Why should he bring men from America?
According to this specification he is not entitled
to draw a solitary penny from the Government
until he has gone down 500 feet, and what is it
to the country who puts the bore down 500 feet ?
If the contractors are willing to bore with
colonial labour, why should they not be per-
mitted to do so? Why should they be forced to
place the work in the hands of two American
experts, who simply manage the contractors,
instead of the contractors managing them? They
know very well that their services cannot be
dispensed with, because the contractors would be
compelled to get the same class of labour again
from America. I can state that the contractors
who have been mentioned this afternoon are

on reasonable, honest, manly conditions. Itiswell j putting down a private bore in this colony, and
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they will prove to the country that boring in
Queensland can be done with Queensland labour,
Clause b says—

“The Hydraulic Engineer will furnish the contractor

with such and so much casing, wood, and water, as the
Hyd]ﬁaulic Engineer shall consider necessary for the
work.”
That is the clause under which the great diffi-
culties have arisen in connection with the bore
mentioned by the Colonial Treasurer. In this
particular instance the casing should be not less
than 16 inches, if the contractors are to have the
remotest chance of penetrating theloamorrunning
sand through which the bore passes; but instead
of that, the largest sized casing provided for in
the specifications is 10 inches, The contractors,
in order to get through this material, if possible,
have at their own expense provided over 250
feet of 12-inch casing, although it is distinctly
stated in the specifications that the Hydraulic
Engineer shall provide the casing. And yet, not-
withstanding that, they arein thisdifficulty to-day,
and a serious difficulty it is: they are 18 feet
nearer the surface of the soil to-day than they
were three months ago, although they have been
working night and day ever since. They have
spent £3,800 on the contract, and have not yet
received one penny from the Government, Al-
though the Colonial Treasurer stated distinctly
that this clause has been altered, it may be used
in an oppressive manner and———

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I never
made such a statement.

Mr. AGNEW : I understood the hon, gentle-
man to say that that clause had been altered,
It is an oppressive clause, and I am sorry to
think that it is being used in a manner that
cannot and will not induce contractors to under-
take boring in Queensland. It would occupy
too much time to go through the whole of
the specification, but I think every member
would do well to obtain a copy and read it for
himself. We are only in our infancy in boring
in Queensland. The whole of the colony will
yet be opened up by artesian bores ; and to ask a
contractor to bore 500 feet in country where it is
doubtful whether he will get water, knowing
that he cannot get one penny until he has gone
down that depth, and that he may encounter
the difficulties which have been referred to this
afternoon, is to ask him to do what is most un-
reasonable. I confess that I have some feeling
on this matter, and I am very diffident about
placing this particular case before the House at
the present moment, because the matter is in the
hands of the Colonial Treasurer, who I notice is
now reading the documents in connection with
it. I regret very much that the matter has been
referred to this afternoon. I have the greatest
confidence in the hon, gentleman, and believe
that he will thoroughly sift the matter out, and
remove the difficulties under which contractors
now labour.

Mr. ARCHER said: Mr., Speaker,—It is
hardly necessary to say that I am in sympathy
with the hon. member for Burke, Mr. Hunter,
in asking for a sum to be placed on the Supple-
mentary HEstimates, for the purpose of procuring
artesian water in the North. But I do not
think anyone can support the motion, at all
events until we have the report of the Govern-
ment Geologist as to the probability of water
being obtained at the places mentioned in the
motion. We know that in some places in
this colony boring for artesian water has been
successful, but we also know that in other
places boring has been attended with no satisfac-
tory results, and therefore to ask the Government
to put money on the Estimates for the purpose
of boring where probably there can be no satis-
factory result, is unreagonable, To expend money
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under such circumstances would be a wasteful
expenditure of the public funds. Therefore, I
do not think anyone can vote for the motion at
present. We must take the word of the
Treasurer, that after a report has been received
from the Government Geologist, proper steps
will be taken to see whether there is artesian
water at those places or mot., With regard to
the other matter that has been discussed, I am
not going to hear the Hydraulic Engineer run
down in the way some hon, members have taken
it into their heads to run him down this after-
noon. I know the Hydraulic Engineer very
well, and I insist that he is a man of superior
attainments ; and though he is a gentleman of
strong opinions, his opinions are in the right
direction, and he is not easily driven from them.
The charges brought against him this afternoon
were minimised when we had the facts read out
from the specifications. We were first told that he
would not allow a colonial to be employed in
boring for water ; but what do we find when we
come to the specifications as read by the hon.
member for Nundah ? We find that the
Hydraulic Engineer merely insists upon two
skilled workmen being introduced from America
to superintend the work ; that is to say, he was
not going to make the Government pay for
educating men to do the work. The hon. mem-
ber for Nundah stated that the engineer would
not allow one colonial to be employed on the
work, when, as a matter of fact, all that is
required is that two Americans must be intro-
duced, who are thoroughly acquainted with the
process of boring, for the purpose of instructing
the men who are not acquainted with the work.

Mr. WATSON