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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Friday, 9 A 1tgust, 1889. 

\.Vestern Australian Constitution-addr(.SS to the 
Qnccn.-U nion Trustee Company of Australia, 
Limited, Bill-first reading.-Establishment of a 
University.-Adjournmcnt.. 

The SrEAKEI\ took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CONSTI­
TUTION. 

ADDRESS TO THE QUEEN. 

The SPEAKER said: I have to inform the 
House that to-day I presented to the Governor 
the Address to the Queen adopted by this House 
yesterday ; and that his Excellency undertook to 
forward the same to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, for presentation to Her Maje~ty. 

UNION TRUSTEE COMPANY OF AUS­
TRALIA, LIMITED, BILL. 

Mr. REES R JONES moved for leave to 
introduce a Bill to confer powers upon the Union 
Trustee Companv of Australia, Limited. 

Question put and passed. 

FIRST READING. 
Mr. Rl~ES R. JOJ'\ES presented the Bill," and 

moved that it be read a first time. 
Question put and passed. 
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ESTABLISHI\IE:l\'T OF A UNIVERSITY. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH said: Mr. 
Speaker,-I rise to move-

1. That i.n order to promote the advancement of 
learning, the cffPctual tr'if'hin.~~ of theoretical and 
practic·tl ~cience, the encmn·a.!!'em,'nt of ~.- :cutHic 1'e­

search, and the full devrlopm'-·nt of tlJC frcr' in'· titut.ion.;:;. 
as well as the material rcsmu·et'"", of tlJ~j culouy; m 
order also to enable ~·onng p(~l'~_,ns of both ,<:'l'xes an' of 
all classes to ohtnin \Yithin the eolony ~neh a 
edncation as \vill b(>t fit them to aid· in that 
ment, and to pcr!'orm the higher rtntics of '"lTL:t·n~tJIJI. 
and in order further to r~n,1pr mnre cl!i(;: ·nt 
system of State education. 'Lhif' House i~ of oninion tllnt 
a university onght forthwith to be c~t<~lJli::;hetl in 
Queensland. 

2. That an address be pn'"lented to the 
praying that His Excellency ''·"ill be Tll' tH 1 "-.-J 
a Royal Commb:sion to (' m:-: rlcr .md r1'}10l't :H the 
best constitution to he adopte(l fm· ;,nch nlliYmsity, 
and also, as to ''·hat cndmqnf'nt, will he net'e -ar~, :et 
the tiJ·st inHiation thereof, and the bc~t n::. .ms of pro­
viding snch endmnuent. 
It will be in the memory of h<m. gentlrmen who 
were here during the lnst Parliament, that in the 
year 1887 a corrnnittee ':L for1ned in Bri.':lbane, 
of which the Chief ,J URt-ice wc,s chairman, to 
agitate in favour of the e',tabiishment of a 
university: The result of the proceedings taken 
at that trme was that varitms j;etitions were 
preser:ted to the Hou?e in JP87, rm'Ying for the 
establishment of n. un1versih7

, and g-iving- retcsuns 
for its e,;tablishment. A list of th•r;e petitions 
will be found in "Votes and Proceed in a,;" for 
that year, vol. 1, page 3G2. I find tb~t peti­
tion~ were presented ftom the council of the 
municipality of Bri, L:me, and by eicrhteen other 
municipal authorities under the L;cal GoYern­
ment Act; hy fort:v divisional board:~) ~,Jvcntet':n 
school~ of art, the corporation of the Sync,] of 
the Diocese of Brisbane; the Vicc,r A]JO<tolic for 
the Catholic Clerg-y of Korthem Queerdancl; the 
moderator on behalf of the CL·ncral Acsembh· d 
the Presbyterian ChrE·ch, Queensland; the pr·esi­
dent on behalf of the joint Svnod of the German 
and Sr>mdina\ian Lutheran" Church of <{ueens­
land; the president on l1ehalf of the B«ptiot 
Association of Queensland ; the Rabbi on behttlf 
of the Brisbune H ebrcw cong-reg-ation; the ]Jresi­
dent on behalf of the congregation of the X ew 
tTertHialeiT! Church of Brist~rme; the Cnugrega­
tional Union of Queensland; the Primitive 
:Methodist Church; the 'W esleyan ::\Iethodi~t 
Church ; the United Methodist :Free Church; 
the judges of the Supreme Conrt , ncl the 
members of the Bar, and the solicitors of the 
Supreme Court of Qneermland; the president 
on behalf of the Couneil of the :0iatioual Agri­
cultural and Indu~trial .A.8'locjation of Qnums~ 
land ; the trnstees of the Grammar Schools of 
Brisbane, Ipswich, ::\Iaryborongb, Rockhamp­
ton, and 'foowoomlm ; ann, in addition to 
those, many other petitions were presented. 
This shnwed, I think, Mr. Speaker the very 
widespread interest which had be~n E ,talJ­
lished throughout the colony on the ,ubjcct. 
Last year one petition was presented from 
the Brisbane committee, presided over by the 
Chief .Ju,;tice, which merely summarised wll.lt 
had been done before in the previous year. No 
action \Vas taken last :vear, the se;.,:.,ion being 
a short one. A petitinn has again been pre­
sented this ses,.ion from the Brisbane Committee 
a fortnig-ht ago, setting forth the importance of 
the establishment of a nniversity and the various 
advantages to he gained by it. I had expected 
before this to have been r,b]e to present also a 
petition from the Roman C:ctholic Archbi~bop 
of Brisb::tr.re and the clergy of his Church, and I 
arn anthonPJed to state that fmch a petition i '· in 
course of signature and will he presented. I 
think these facts show nt any rate that there is a 
very widespread interest in the colony on the 
subject. I must, of course, in moving such a 

motion, give rea,sons to the House ·why a 
university should be e,tablished, and in the 
first pbcA I fear th"t it may be necessttry to 
rernove some mi:-:;apprchnnMions as to what a 
nni \'er, ity is. Dmne people seern to have forn1ed 
their ideas of a univer:->ityfn1n1 the great Eng1if'h 
foundations of Oxford and Carnbridc;e. They 
as,,)ci: te tht~ ir1Pa of n university with rHa.gnHi­
c 'nt piles of bnilding's with large endowments; 
attended by perwno ~nostly well-to-do; affording 
facilities for gi1'ing instruction to a few persons 
in dead lrmgnageR and ah:;tract scienc::>s, and the 
[Ldvn.ntHge~ of "\vhich are 110t O]Jen to the genera.! 
community. But these thinrss are not the essential 
conception of a universit5'· It is an advantn,ge 
certainly to have nw;;nificent piles of buildings 
and large endowrnent:;<, but universitieH when 
fi1·;;t started had neither one nor the other. A 
univer•;ity doeN not consi"t in buildings. It is an 
nssoe:iatinn of pl:'r~onR \,, ho con1bine together for 
the purposes of nmtnal education and in­
struction. That ww. the original idea. It 
meant a corporation of scholars. They were 
first •stablishe,'. in the 1\lidclk Ages, and the first 
Enropean nni ,·ersity was foundc d at Bologna. It 
w.tsestahlishcd by a number of schol:us. mostly of 
the poorer claos, who desired to help one another, 
and who were not able to pursue their studies 
when isolated. That example was followed in 
various other cities on the Continent of l~urope. 
Then came the 'C'niversitv of Paris, and after that 
the great JO:ngli·;h nnive~sities-Oxford first and 
Carnllridge next. They \vere at first associationR 
of poor people as a rule, associated tog-ether for 
mntnal instruction, hut they have developed, 
until they have rendered vast senices-of which, 
I believe, no one will deny the vaiue-to educa­
tion and science throughout the entire world. 
Now, the highest conc1~ption of a uniYersity­
and there are many conceptions of it-but the 
highest conception of it is th:tt it is "the seat 
of the highe,st intellectnal training, embracing 
the whole circle of knowledge, and the whole 
ground of hmnaHit>··" These words I have 
quoted from the bt8l'rimate of Australi:t, Bishop 
Barry. Its functions are to develojJ and stimulate 
the work of all the other schools in the commn· 
nity, and I would add, the work of supervising 
all the other education of the country. It is, I 
believe, unneceHSfU'Y to ~ay anything a.bout the 
importance of know ledg-e to the welfare of a 
cor,nnunity. All the difficulties that we have 
to overcotne are overcmue by the application, 
the skilled application, of intellectual ability 
to the exerci.':.e of physical energy. Anyone who 
haf; given nny nttention to the subject 1nust 
agree tha.t a rnan \Vho is nnedncat..:d can do 
Ycry little to benefit the community. There are, 
no douht, c:tses of n1en who, by their own un­
aided effort··, haYe overcome dmost insuperable 
difficulties; but those who have been so successful 
in the world under those conditions, and have 
made their mar-k upon it, both in intellectnal 
and scientific pursuit-;, have been the exceptions, 
and have don0 their work in spite of disadvan­
tages, and not in con:cequence of tbem; and they 
bave httcl to work upon materials for which they 
lnve been indebted to others Kho h~d received 
from univercities a higher education. Now, 
in order to apply knowledge, in the first place 
it is necessary to be able to think accurately, 
and accuro te thinking is a thing which does not 
come without training. Accurate thinking is one 
of the greatest accomplishments, and it is from 
a want of a-~curate thinking that the greatest 
mi~takes h:we been made, ancl the greatest 
Io-,,es have ]1cen sustained, e,pecially in the early 
struggle., .. in d8vcloping a ne\v country. It is 
want of lwowledge that prevents development 
from taking place. The complete training- and 
teaching of the mind, the traiuing, disciplining, 
and stimulating of all the faculties of the human 
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mind; these are the functions of higher educa­
tion, and this is what is properly called culture. 
0£ course smne people laugh at culture, but no 
one who kntn:rs for a mornent the advantages of 
it to the community will ~eriously depreciate it. 
I saY, then, that the functions of a university 
are to train the faculties of the human mind, 
teaching it to receive knowledge, to appreciate 
it, to assimilate it, to apply it; and, f1nally, to 
orif(inate fresh knowledge and impart thtct fresh 
knowledge to other•,, Th.n come the functions 
of research and discovery. I think if these 
functions are recogniHed as useful to a State, and 
knowledge as being desirable, there can be no 
doubt that there 'IJOu!d be in it some means of 
having those functions exercised. I refer for the 
moment to material advantages only. 'What is 
our condition here ? Do we know the resources 
of the country in which we live? Do we know 
what our lands will produce; what our mines 
will produce; and the best way to get out of our 
lands and our mines "hat is in them? \Ve 
know verv little upon the subject. Do we know 
y·hat is best for the great pastoral interest~what 
diseases affect our cattle and sheep, and how to 
treat them? Then, ag'>in, is the literature of a 
country not worthy of consideration'? At the 
present time we have not much literature, but if we 
wish ever to have a litel'ature or poetry we n1ust 
give opportunitias for est<Cb!isbing- it. Then the 
sLudy of law is a matter which I consider is of 
great importance to the good government of the 
country. \Ve, whose duty it is to make laws, 
will at least admit that it is important that we 
should thoroughly understand the subject we are 
dealing- with. And what of medicine? That is 
a subjed which requirt::s training. I have 
already referred to the application of science to 
the products of nature. Then the art of govem­
ment is a thing which requires study. How 
many members of this Honse are as fully qualified 
as they should be to perform their functions in 
the art of government? Is there one? I know, 
speaking for myself, that I ::tm very conscious 
of my shortcomings in that matter, and urobablr 
I have had more advantages than most hon. mem­
bers. Not one of us knowc as he should the laws 
and principles underlying all social and political 
life, and who without training can acquire 
the habit which I referred to just now~the 
most important hal1it of accurate thinking-? 
Kow, these are matters which cannot be taught 
in the ordinary schools. The young mind 
h<ts not the time, nor has it the power of en­
durance, to en<1ble it tu undergo such a training 
as is nece·,.sary to mnke n man such a complete 
man, as he should be, and to make him fit to 
perform the highest duti"s of 2ifc·. I do not 
think I need say anything more to sho"- that 
such instruction is nece;;,ary for a nation. Of 
course not every man can acquire it, but 
the more who do the better for the country 
~the more who posscc;s such culture the 
better for the whole community~as those 
who do acqnire it for themsehes will in­
fluence others who cannot ac']uire it themselves: 
The next subject to consider-·admitting that it 
is desirable to have such training~is as to whether 
it is desirable that we should provide it for 
onrsehes, or whether we should be obligee! to go 
nbroad for it. One of the early universities in 
Europe was founded in :Naples by the king of 
that country, and his reawn, as stated in the 
charter or other document by which he est<tb­
lished that university, was that he did not think 
it dcoirable that hi', subjects should le, forced to 
50 abroad to get know ledge, tH' beg- in foreign parts 
~of course we all know thtet poor scholars in the 
Middle Ages had often to beg their way. I think 
it is of the greatc.ot importance that ourynungmen, 
who have reached the age for leaving school, 
and who have come to an age when they require 

this culture, should not get out of sympathy with 
the country which they belong to, and in which 
the benefits of that culture ought to be applied. 
1\'e have Dt the lH'eHent time no university, but 
we have for a. good n1any yr""l-rs past granted 
three exhibitions each year to students upon 
examination, who were considered worthy of that 
reward. rfhey have ahno~t all clone \Veil, and 
the,v have alruo~t all been young 1nen who, 
without that assistance, could not have had 
the ndvantage of any higher culture than 
they could have obtained from the secondaty 
schools of the colony. :i'.Irmy of them have come 
back to us, but a good many of them have gone 
from ns for eve!'. Thev have got out of sym­
pcttby with Queensland, and so we ha> e lost the 
advanta1-?eS of the higher training \VB have given 
them. lt may be steid that the work cannot be 
done as well here as elsewhere. I do not mean 
to say that there are not many institutions in the 
world which can give the higher cu.lture n, gren,t 
deal better than we can hopn to do fur many 
Yeccrs to come, but the benef1t to the colony will 
not be so gt·eat as if that culture were given 
\vithin our O\Vl1 borders, so as to retain the 
sympathies of the ) oung- men while they 
are still young. Consider of what ad vantage 
it would be to uo, from a material ]Joint of view, 
to have amongst us compet,>nt authoriti<eo on 
the different branches of science. Is there any 
country in the world in which the advantages of 
the general npvlication of science to the physical 
circumstances of the country would be of more 
pecuniary advantage th~n in Queensland? Cer­
tainly there is no part of Audtralia which can 
be couqmred to it, and there are few parts of 
the world where there are such vast natural 
resources awaiting development. It would be 
of enortnous adv..tnt[.tgo to UH to bave an1ongst us 
such competent persons, who would be looked up 
to <ts competent authoritie,;, not only in Queens­
land but in other parts of the world, and 
that can only be brought about by the estllblish­
ment of some public institution which will 
provide some means of supporting- such men. 
But I cannot let it be supposed for a moment 
that I think material advantages are the only 
ones to be considered. I look also n,t the great 
advantage that the tone :Jf the community 
will be raised, and the general happiness of the 
people incren,sed, when there are better means of 
seeking happiness, apart from the coarser enjoy­
ments of life. The more refined a people are, 
the better and happier and more prosperous will 
they be. I know that whatever capacity I hnve 
to expre.ss myself here, or to do any useful work 
in this House or in the country, is due, to a 
large extent, to the adYantag~s I htne enjoyed 
of being trained and educated in the University 
of Sydney, under tlwt most distinguished gentle­
man, the late Profe'Stll' \Voolley, who was the 
f1rst professor of classics and principal of that 
university. I have ah' <>ys regretted that he did 
not live long enough to enal>le n1e to expre-,s to 
him my sense of the obligation under which 
I lie. But m1 one, I suppose, will deny in the 
abstract the benef1ts to be obtained from a 
university, and so I shall say no more about 
that. Kow such adYantages can only be given 
by a corporate body established for the pur­
pose of giving this higher training. Some 
h.on. members may say that this colony is too 
young to estrtblish a uni;.ersity. I will refer them 
to the example of other· countries to show what 
is the univer-al opinion of the world on this sub­
ject~that is to uy, to wlmt we are accu,;tomed 
to regard as the civilised \\or](]. I Wlll first 
take the neighbouring colonies. The legislature 
of :'low Sonth \Vales passed an Act establishing 
the U ni ver 'ity of t>ydney in the year 1850, though 
it did not receive the Royal assent until 1851. 
The total population of Australia nt that time 
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was about 100,000-the same as th<lt of Queens­
la:'d n?w--and we know tlmt the p<>pubtion of 
Vwtoria formed a very considemble part of th<et 
number. The total revenue of ]'\ ew South \V ales 
tl:en was only £316,000, of which they appropriated 
£o,OOO for the endowment of that nniversity. 
That was the work mainlY of Mr. \Yentworth 
who added that to the many other services h~ 
had rendered to ~Australia. Now thov get more 
than £5,000 a year. The endowment~ from the 
State is £19,000 a year ; they luwe an income of 
£3,000 a-year from fees, and an income of 
between £4,000 and £),000 from interc t on 
private foundations, of which th,·y di,burse a 
considerable sum in scholarships; ctnd th :y ha, e 
now established a medical school the bnildi~Ic-s for 
which wh~n finished will, I believe, bo the c;l!Ost 
complete m the whole of the British dominions, 
or even the world. They beg-an with a population 
a great deal less than onrs, and with a revenue 
one·tenth of ours. The numl1er of students 
attending ~hat. uni .'ersity is at prei3ent about 
300. In V ICtona they e;stabli,hecl :c nni versity in 
1853, and appropriated an ;mnual endowment of 
£9,000 a ye.cr, which has since then been raised 
to nearly £15,000 a year; and thev hctve mctn't 
other sources of income. The number of students 
there is now to be connted b)· the thousand, and 
of graduates by the hundred. In South Aus­
tralict, which for some time mn side by side with 
us, and which we have now outstrlD'1Cd-cer­
tainly largely outstripped in revenu~ and I 
think we all believe, in re,onrces and we~lth 
--they established a university in 187 4. In 
New Zealm;d t!1~y established, many years 
ago, two umverstties, one m the Nmth Island 
and one in the South Island. These now form 
one university with thre9 colleges, known as the 
university of New Zealand. cln Cape Colony, 
with a population of 330,000 Europeans they 
establishe~ a university in 1873, and lib~mlly 
endowerl It. So much for the colonies in the 
southern hemisphere. In Canada, there is a 
univer.:;ity at Toronto, \Vith an agricultural 
college affiliated to it ; and, in addition to it, there 
are five other universities in whttt are called 
the provinces of Quebec and Ontario. ThHe 
latter are denominational nniversities, and 
owe their orig-in to the strong differences of 
religious opinion which pnwail in the Dmninion. 
Even in the small pro;-incc of New Brunswick 
there is a univer,dty at l"redericton; and in 
the last nel'! province, :Manitoba, which a very 
fe'v years ago wa~~ a, vast \vildernec-3~, there j::; a 
university ctt \Yinnipe;;. In the neighbouriniT 
country, the United States, there are no les~ 
than 370 institutions conferring- degrees. 

The PREMIER : \Vhat are their degrees 
worth? 

The HoN. Sm S. \Y. GRil"FITH: That. of 
course, varies. Nearly every St>tte has· its 
unive~rsity. I use this nrgument to show how 
the America.ns, whose progreF>.s in rnatcrial 
things has been wonderful. and whose reiTard for 
materi&l arlvantage js very rnarked, esth;~ate the 
advantages of higher education. In the midst of 
their pursuit of material wealth, they have deemed 
it necessary, at each beginning of the history of 
a. State, to establi;;h institutions for giving the 
higher culture and higher tmining. \Ve are pro­
bably the only State in the British Dominions 
wjth a population anything like ours, which is 
Without a univer,ity. 1 believe there is not 
another State in the British Dominions with a 
population of 400,000that has not had"' universitv 
long before it attained that Jlopulation. Let u,, 
now consider what some of the Continent~! 
countries have done in this direction. There is 
the poor country of Holland--

Mr. ARCHER: Holland is a very rich 
country, 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GlUFFITH: I am not 
spe'1king of poverty of the soil. Holland has 
a population of 4,000,000 and a revenue of only 
£D,OOO,OOO 

'fhe PRBMIEH: Java keeps them all going. 
The Hox. Sm S. W. G1Ul<'J<'ITH: No doubt 

a great deal of th:>t we,>lth comes from Java. 
In Holland there are four universities to which 
the St:>te contributes £130,000 a year. That 
shows the estimate they put upon them. There is 
an interesting story told a' to the foundation of 
the nniveuity at Lcycleu. It was founded 
in the sixteenth century, after the people 
had beaten off the Spanish fleet. As a reward 
for their patriotic action they were offered a 
perpetual remission of taxation or the foundation 
of a unive'"ity in their city, and they chose to 
hav~' the university, which, at any rate, shows the 
.,.re at 'en se they hac! of the ad vantage of making 
their town a centre of culture. In France the 
Shte pays £300,000 a year to its universities. I 
need not refer particularly to what has been done 
in France. England is a country n1here it is 
generally supposerl that not a very large propor­
tion of the population attend the univer,ities, 
or ctre student; there. In J<~ngland-I take the 
figures from " debate a few weeks hack in the 
House of Conmwns on the Bill to appoint a 
commisJion to regulate the Scottish unil·ersities­
there is one in e,·ery 3~000 >tttending the univer­
sities. If we hrtd the sctme proportion in <-.lueens· 
larrrl, th 't wonld <;ive us 114 student' to begin 
with. In Ireland, as to which it might be 
expected the same observation would apply, 
there is one university student to every 2,040 Qf 
the population. 

Mr. COWLEY : A great many students go 
from the colonies. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. URIFFITH: I do not 
think the numbers who go from the colonies to 
England, or Ireland, would very largely disturb 
that proportion. The sctme proportion in Queens­
land as in Irebnd would give us 200 students 
to lJegin with. In Scotland, wher0, as we 
know, uniYersity eductttion is vctlued perhaps 
more than in any other part of the world, there 
i,; one student to e,~ery 580 of the J>Opula­
tion. That would give us in Queensland, if our 
people \' ~ent to the university in the same pro­
portion, 6!)0 students to begin with. 

The ]\[INISTER l"OR RAILWAYS (Hon 
H. :\I. Nelson): They are not all Scotchmen. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH : I am 
aware that students go to the Scotch universities 
from all par·ts of the world ; but deducting them 
would not alter the proportion very much. One 
in :'52.0 is a very large, an extraordinary, propor~ 
tion. Can we wonder that, as is so often said, 
the Scotch are the best educated nation in the 
world, taking thnm all round. I do not hesitate 
to say that the great success of Scotchrnen, as 
colonists, is o\ving to an enormous extent to the 
grc at advantages they have had conferred upon 
them by being enabled to obtain that higher 
education which is only given by a university. 
l'\ ow, Sir, in what condition are we in Queens­
land as to the means of imparting higher educa­
tion? \Ye have no doubt an admirable svstem 
of primary instruction, but it does not profess to 
do more than give such instruction as will enable 
children to read for themselves afterwards, and 
acquire further education. It does not profess 
to give anything likt' training, or the higher 
culture. \V e have grammar schools, admirable 
ino<titutions also, which will hold their own 
with any similar institutions in the Australian 
continent. But their work is limited; they can 
only operate to a certain extent in giving any­
thing like hig-her culture, for a double reason. 
The students have to leave too young to receive 
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the higher training, and also for the complemen­
tary reagon that that is not their function-de:c~ling 
with the education of younqer persons being their 
particular duty. After that we have, in 8ub­
stitution of a university system, an anmml 
grant of three exhibitions to some foreign uni ver­
sity. 'fhe only general test we poo.;ess as to 
the q ualitv of onr secomhry education is the 
local public examinfltion held by thP University 
of Sydnev, and I certainly think that we are 
now old enough to do without the assistflnce of 
the University of Sydney. We m·every grateful 
to them for the help they have alw11ys been 
willing to give us, indeed I think we owe them 
a great debt of gmtitude for it. At the same 
time, I think we are quite old enough to do 
that sort of work for ourselves, ac is done in 
every country in the world with, I think I may 
safely say, hfllf onr resources. Now, I would ask, 
will anyone for one moment maintain that 
there is amongst the young men of Queensland­
students in the professions, and young men 
generally-such a high standard of culture as 
there ought to be, such as you would expect, 
and such as would be found in any country 
permeated by the influence of university educa­
tion? Now, if,"' I think, I have shown that it is 
desirable a p1·iori, to ha' •J a university, from the 
example of all civilised countries, an<l from the 
material and other advantages arising from it, 
why should we not have it-what reason can be 
given? Of course, the principal objection is that 
we cannot afford it ; that, in fact, is the only 
objection. First of all, if it is a question of 
money, what will it cost? I am not prepared to 
say what it will cost exactly. I had in my first 
notice of motion fixed a sum of money, but on 
further consideration I am not prepared to 
name any particulrrr sum, because a great deal 
must depend on the functions intended to be 
exercised and the general work to be done at the 
beginning. The constitutions of universities are 
very various. Some are merely exall!.ining bodies 
holding examinations, perhaps in hired premise'; 
merely corporations established for examining pur­
pose;, with colleges affiliated to give instruction 
in different parts of the country. The most recent 
example ofthat is the last established university in 
Ireland, establisher\ in 187H, to supersede the old 
Queen's University. That is a central body, 
with colleges affiliated, in which instruction is 
given, and that may perhaps be the system best 
adapted to the circumstances of Queensland fur 
many reason>:. I think it is highly desirable that 
there should be some teaching instituthns of this 
kind for the inRtruction both of our teachers and of 
young men who are leaving school and who desire 
to obtain higher culture, for men enter in" the 
professions, for instruction in tbe applied scie~ces, 
mining, agriculture, and all the other natural 
sciences. They could be established in different 
plal'es. The scientific officers we have now are 
few and scattered about the country, but with 
such institutions they would have greater 
conveniencies, and they would be continually in 
communication with the central body, and would 
form part of the great corporation whose 
business it would be to disseminate instruction 
throughout the colony. I will not now refer 
at length to any matters of detail. As to the 
proper site for a university, if attendance at 
lectures is made compulsory, then certainly it 
would be necessary that it should be in Brisbane, 
because more people would tle able to attend 
the lecture' there than elsewhere ; but I am 
inclined to tbink that the university that 
would be most useful here would be 'one of 
the more motlern form, having colleges affiliated 
for purposes of instruction. \Vithout referring 
to further matters of detail, I will ask hon. 
members to look at the notice of motion I 
have given. I maintain that I have shown that 

the establishment of a university in Queensland 
would, as it has done in every other part of the 
world, promote the ad van cement of learning. 
I think I have shown that it is essential to 
the effectual teaching of theoretical and prac­
tical science-neither of which are taught 
at all in Queensland at present, nor c1n they 
be until a university is establisbed -that 
we should bave sucb an institution. K or will 
anybody seriously dispute the. fact that t~e 
teaching of theoretical and practtcal sc1ence w1ll 
be of enormous advantage to the country. The 
next point is the encouragement of scientific 
research. Now, what chance has anyone here of 
engaging in scientific research as compared with ' 
the advantages offered in other countries ; not 
because there. are no objects for research­
there are plenty. \Ye bave an embarrassment 
of riches in that respect ; but there is no 
one to help or guide the student in these 
things, w bich can only be carried out by 
a proper system and association. I maintain 
further, l\Ir. Speaker, tbat such an inetitution 
would tend to the full development of our 
free institutions, because our institutions cJ.nnot 
be proper!:. developed unless tbe men concerned 
in managing and conducting them have the 
highest instruction it is pos3ible for them to 
get. And I say also that it will tend to 
the development of our material resources. 
I believe, Sir, that it will be a highly pro­
fitable im·estment. The returns may not be 
apparent for a y~ar or two, but they will be 
apparent here as elsewhere before many years 
have passed over our heads. I refer also in 
the motion to the ad vantage it will be to 
young persons of both sexes, and of all classes, to 
obtain within the colony sucb a complete educa­
tion as will best fit them to aid in that de­
velopment, and to perform tbe higher dutie" 
of citiz~nship. I think all young persons 
should be able to get this education in the 
colony without going from home, because at the 
very time when they most require the home 
influence and supervision they could only get in 
the colony, they would be elsewhere, and there 
would also be danger of tbeir losing s,vmpttthy 
with the country to which they belong, and in 
which we ho)Je they will devote their be·<·t abilities. 
I say "young person, of both sexes." I do 
not think I need "'Y very much about that. I 
believe the old-fashioned people who object to 
giving l1igher education to worr1en are becoming 
so fast in a minority that their opinion need not 
be regarde:l here in Queensland. l<'urtber, I 
believe that our system of State educr~tion would 
be very much improved nnd perfected if we had, 
under the tupervision of a universitv, a college 
in which our teachers could get the adv'1ntag~s 
of training and bigher education. At presmt 
we have no trn,ining college. Then~ 'vas one a 
great mrmy :>'ears ago, and I believe I am 
responsible for its abolition. \Ve were certainly 
not then, nor do I think we are now, in '' 
position to estab]i,h a training college by itself, 
but ae part of the university, or under the 
supervision of tbe uni\·ersity, I believe our 
State school teachers would get much better 
instruction and culture than they can get at the 
present time throughout the colony. I do 
not propose to occupy the time of tbe House 
much longer. I have given, as briefly as I 
could, the reasons that appear to me convincing 
that the time has come for the P<;tablishment of 
a university in Queensland. I should say, before 
I pass from this part of the subject, that many 
people have been of opinion that the time came 
long since. The Royal commis .. inn appointed in 
1874 to inquire into the education question in this 
colony reported in favour of the immediate estab­
lishment of a university here-that was concur­
rently with theestablishrnentof one in Cape Colony 
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and one in South Austmlia. I was a member of 
the commisRion, and ~..-lissented frmn that recorn~ 
mendation on the ground that the time had not 
yet come when we should tt>J<e that step. 
But that wa·. fifteen years ago, and the time has 
long since come. I krHnv it is rt ITLLtter of 
survri3e to visitors who emne here fron1 other 
parts of the "·orld, where the advantages of the 
higher education are, I fe~r avpreciated by 
more persons than in Queen,land, tlmt we have 
allovJecl so long a time to elapce before en­
deavouring- to put ourselves on the same footing­
as other countrie:~. \Ve u~cd, at one tin1e, to 
boast of the action we had taken in the matter 
of education-that we were in the van, and so 
we were ; but I mn afraid that at the pre"ent 
time we are falling sndly r ehind ; not in the 
character of the in.:-;tructlon that \Ve are g-ivjng, 
but in the limits to which it ;,, confined. \Ve 
are not doing what we ought to do foT a 
nation with ·mch weaitb c,nd pc•pulation as 
Queensland po>·,e&·es. There are many matters 
of detail in connection with the oubjcct-for 
instance, what is the best forru in \Vhich toes­
tablish a university-lmt th~ce I do not intend 
t" discus& on the present occaoinn. It has been 
~ug.gested to me, ~nd I accept the snggestion, that 
It IS dHirable that there sl10nld UC an inquiry 
as to what form of university is best suited to the 
circumstanc(;S of (/ueensland. I, therefore, pro­
pose that an address should be presented to the 
Governor reque,,ting him to appoint a Royal 
cmnrnisoinn to inquire into that m01tter rrnd 
report, so that tlie bt,st information may be 
acquired, information with which hon. members 
may not he familiar. I do not profess to be 
perfectly familiar with it, and the more my reading 
has been Pxtended in the short time that I lmve 
had to consider the matter, the more I have seen 
how much there is to learn on the subject, and 
how fully the matter ought to be considered 
before detinite proposals are made to the House. 
It is, I think, impossible that anv definite pro­
po"tl can be made for the establishment of a 
university l1y law during the present session. But 
J think that if the House adopt the Sllf'gestion to 
a:-~k the Governor to appoiut fL Hoyalcon1n1ission, 
Pa,rliament can be put in such a nosition and 111 
pos~es<..:ion of such inforrnati(ln as \;ill enable it to 
deal with the matter next se csion. There are nucnv 
men in this country 'vho have full information as 
to the working of universities, and expm·ience 
of the different kinds of universitieo, and there are 
various other sources of infcrmn.tion which I need 
not nan1e. lint F:orne nmues will occur to everyone 
at once. The beads of tl1e churche.;, the Chief 
Justice of this colony, the principal teachers in tbe 
schools and leading 1nen in other profession':,, will 
occur to everyone, and they ..tre gentlemen whose 
ad vice and recommend1tions will be valuable to 
this House. I may remark, in passing, that the 
Bill Lefore the House of Commons at the present 
time for the establishment of' Scotch Univer­
sity Conlnlif:sion, proposes to ::qJpoint a corrnniE"sion 
which shallhavepowertoregubtethe universities; 
in fact, to take the government of the universi­
ties into their own hand,;. But that is not the 
eort of commission I propose. It is more like 
the commi"sion appointed in 1R78-to inquire 
into the Scotch universities, and make -any 
recommendations that might be thought desirable 
wiLh regs.rcl to an alteration in their constitution. 
Such a commission would ascertain, not whether 
a university should be established, but the form 
of constitution that should be adopted in the 
event of a ulliversity b('ing eqtablisbed. I think 
there can be no don bt in the miud of am hon. 
member thctt a univer;;it:~ should be "estaL­
lished; but we v, ant special information, and 
those who are in possession of that special 
information should be asked to give it to us. 
I think there can be no objection to the appoint· 

ment of a commission to obtain this information. 
As to the question of endowment, there are 
many members, perhaps, who would like to 
know what would he the cost of the establish· 
ment of a university, and would be guided in 
their opinions very much on the subject gener­
ally by the prolmble c<mt of its foundation. I 
think, therefore, we ought to know, for their 
sntiofaction, what would be the least cost at 
wl1ich '" university could be e&tablished, and, 
indeed, before \VB enter intc: any enterprise we 
should count the cost. vVhen the university 
has been once started, I have no doubt 
that there will be attracted to it benefac­
tions from wealthy men during their life, and 
after their death. I do not think the wealthy 
men of Queensland will allow themselves to be 
reproached with being less liberal in the cause of 
education than wealthy men in other countries. 
In the meantime, we want to know what will be 
the probable cost of the foundation of a uni ver­
sity, and what is the best mode of disseminat­
ing higher training and intellectual education 
thi·m1ghout the colony. That can be ascertained 
hytheam,ointment nf a commission. As to endow­
ment, we know that in America it is the prac­
tice to set apart a tixed proportion of all land 
for educational purposes. vVhether that is a 
good plan to adopt here, is a matter on which 
opinions may differ. I do not intend to discuss 
that question at the present time. I submit to 
the House that all the arguments of expediency, 
example, and utility, and even of our own pride, 
point in the <lirection that we should not be 
behindhand in doing work which is recognised 
by all civilised nations as work that is essential 
tu the highest progress of a nation. I therefore 
move the motion standing in my name. 

The PREMIER (Hon. 13. D. Morehead) said: 
JVIr. Speaker,-I must congratulate the hon. 
member on having delivered a most learned 
disquisition on the subject of universities in 
g-eneral. It is a lecture that I think would havA 
Lold very well if it had been delivered in a public 
hall, and which showed an immense amount of 
erudition and knovdedge, but I am not at all sure 
that it will have the effect of convincing mem­
bero of this House of t.he necPssity of passing the 
resolution which you, Sir, have just read. I was 
very glad to bear the hon. gentleman say that 
the time had long since cr,me when a university 
should be established in Queensland. I judga 
from that that the time bad arrived when 
such an institution should be created in our 
midst when the hon. gentleman was Premier 
of this colony, and when he was left a 
large surplus with which to deal. The hon. 
gentlemen, during the five years or nearly so 
that be held office a, Premier, took no steps 
towards the establishment of a university in this 
colony, but he suddenly di~covers, shortly after 
he leaves office, that there is a necessity for it. 

The Ho~. Sm S. W. GRIF.FITH: The 
matter was mentioned in the Governor's Speech 
in1887. 

The PRE::\1IER : The hon. gentleman says 
the matter was mentioned in the Governor's 
Speech in 1837, but be never acted upon it. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: You know 
the business was stopped in 1887. 

The PRE1IIEil: The bon. gentleman car,ne 
into power long l:).e.fnrc 1887. In 1883 he was 
left by the preceding Government a large 
surplus, and the colony was, at that time, as far 
a,, -mrplus ·revenue was concerned, in :1 nwre 
pro.perous condition than it is at the present 
time. There was then a balance in the Treasury 
of £310,000, but no mO\'e was made by the 
hon. gentleman then. Now, however, when he 
is out of office, he poses as a strong supporter· 
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of tt university, and a strong supporter of a em­
siderable expenditure in that direction. Now, 
Sir, I think the motion ought to be rejected 
on the ground that, at anv rate at the present 
time, it is inopportune. lt is not advisable at 
the present ti1ne, even upon financial considera­
tions, which might be a very mnaH reason in the 
mind of the hon. gentleman, but which will be a 
g-re::.tt cunsider;_ttion in the 1nind:-: of the taxna,yers. 
Of course, by ti1eorist·; such as the hon. 'geiltle­
man, who believe in hi~·h educCLtion, aml perhaps 
they may be right, the more paltry consideration 
of pound~, shilling~;, and l)ence i.s to br put upon one 
side. I doubt very much whether wh"t the hon. 
gentlema.n is so fond of speaking of as the '' work­
ing man" will be content to be taxed forgiving high 
education to a very small number of people. I 
doubt very much whether they will be in 
sympathy with the hon. gentleman in the speech 
he has made this afternoon. No doubt the 
institutio:' of a university in Queensland would 
be a considerable benefit to a certain section of 
the community, but to them only. \Ve know 
perfectly well that the way in which education 
affects the rnasses ma~,- be de~wribed a,-, a pyran1id; 
the three ]{'s form the lms<, where the lar~er num­
ber of people will stop. 'l'he next cbss ~vho will 
go a little higher will perhaps be one-fourth of 
that pyramid. The third class will he that 
at which those who go to granunar Rchools 'Noulcl 
stop at; and the fomth would be those who 
would go to the university, and in them we get 
to the apex of the pyramid. I think that is a 
fact that must be admitted. In fact we know 
that at the present time, when free exhibitions 
are granted to the universities of the other 
colonies, sometimes-I believe quite lately-it has 
been difficult to find three persons qualified to 
take advantage of the opportunity. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRH'FITH: Once. 

The PREMIER: Yes, once, and that quite 
lately; and I think that being so, it is a very strong 
argurnent against the creation of a universitv in 
Queensland at the ]Jl'esent time. Kow, the hon. 
gentleman has spoken about the universities 
from South Australia t\l our borc1cr- Vic­
toria and New South \V ales. \V ell those 
univerHitie~., although in the fir:-:t instance 
endowed b' the State, have since been very 
heavily endowed by wealthy men in those 
colonies. InN ew South \Vales bequest:, amount­
ing to £180,000 have be"n received. Those were 
the last figures I saw, >md the amount has been 
increa,ing. The hon. gentleman knows that in 
New South \Vales several scholarships were 
offered almost immediately after the founding of 
the uni ver;:;;ity, and the hon. gentleman himself 
gained more than one of them. Scholarships 
were awardei! by Messr,,. Cooper, De >s Thomson, 
Barker, and others, if not before, ahnostcontingent 
upon the creation of that univer.sity. Large sums 
of money were granted in that way. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GRIFli'ITH: In the 
year 1860, when you went there, the total income 
from scholarships was less than £200 a year. 

The P REJVIIER: I am telling the hon. gentle­
man what I know to be the truth. I know there 
are some men who are now alive who attended 
that university at the first. These are the 
present Judge \Vindeyer and the Rev. R. S. 
\Villis. However, that is to a certain extent 
beside the question. The main question we have 
to consider is, has the time arrived when it is ex­
peclie~t or meessary that a. uni 1 ersity should be 
estahhshed m Queensland? I am of opinion 
that the time has not arrived. I am of opinion 
that our present educational system will be the 
means of sending to the other colonies, through 
the exhibitions I have alluded to, the pick of our 
boys-those who arc desirous of acquiring higher 

education, and of fitting themselves for pro­
fessions such as law, or tnedjcine, or divinity, 
which has not been touched as yet. Probably 
it is falling off, which is a matter for reg-ret. 
Now, it must be borne in mine! by this House, 
ancl by every man in the cDlony, that at the 
prf·~ent tin1e education cost,, a very large ~urr1 
of money indeed. The whole of our educrttional 
vote is £230,000, and tlutt does not include schools 
of art, which nmybe called part of our educational 
scheme ; but it includes orphanages and other 
things. Roughly spenking, education in this 
colony, pure and simple, costs £150,000 a year. 

Mr. HYNE : It is money well spent. 
The PREMIER: I am not denying for one 

moment, in reply to the interjection of the hon. 
member for l\!aryborough, that the money is 
well spent. But I say that it is a very large sum 
of money to be expended in a small community 
such as we are, and when the hon. gentleman 
says it is well spent, I agree with him that it is 
giving the sort of education that is required, 
even if it is not going beyond that, by the people 
of a country such as this. I think, and I believe 
the leader of the Oppo,ition will >tgree with me, 
that the public market in Queensland is over­
stocked with university men. I myself know, 
and I think many hon. members of this House 
know, that there is no more unhappy individual 
in the world, or a more luckless person, than a 
man coming out to this colony with high educa­
tional acquhitions-a gradu"tte of a lUliversity­
looking for work. He is the most difficult man 
to placn; he is the most difficult m:m for whom 
~o find anything to do, and with such the colony 
1s lamentably overstocked. The effect of estab­
lishing a university in the colony will be to 
further overstock the market. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRH'FITH: Not at all· 
The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman may 

say "not at all," but I have had, both in and 
out of lJu: iness, opportunities of ob.,,en·ing, Rnd 
have arrived at that opinion. It is an opinion 
that I am very loth to hold, as I think there is 
nothing more lamentable th>m to see men comiug 
ont to thi" colony with ]Jrofessious, and noth­
ing but professions, to make tt li velibood out 
of, as the,- are stranded in three ea"' out 
of four. Thm"' are the facts, and that being 
so, I think hon. 1nembers of this House will 
agree with me that by establishing a uni­
versity in this colony we shall be only inten­
sifying the evil. 'We do not want ::::entlemen 
who can translate Greek and Latin, or go in 
for the differential calculus, or anything d that 
kind, to dri\'e our cabs or bu;:!:gir..:., or become 
boundary riders or miners. They are men who 
from their trainin;; are unqualified for any of the 
occupations I havt: n1entionccl. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: Does the 
State consist entirely of those persons? 

The PREMIER : I am not asserting that the 
State consists entire!;~ .. of those persons. I am 
pointing ont that there is a large number of those 
persons, an unduly large number, at present in 
our midst looking for work, and unable to obtain 
it-one of the re:mlts, apparently, of a univeroity 
education. If we are going in for increasing our 
education, what we want in a colony like this is 
a thoroughly technical system of education-not 
technical educc•,tion as understood in connection 
with schools of art, or as it is proposed on the 
Ji;stimates to bP taught in some town' in the 
colony, but a system of technical education which 
will hring up men to trade::;, aR i.:> done in certainly 
one of the greatest cnuntries in the world 1 in Ger­
many. There is a great deal of difference between 
the uuiversities of Germany and Great Britain and 
those of theen colonies. In Germany the students 
live in an economical manner, and they get the 
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practica.l educ.ation .which they do not get in 
Australian un!ver,.;!t.1es, and which they do not 
get m the umverHtms at present established in 
Great Britain. 

'l'he Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: I know 
that. I pointed out the kind of univer,.;ity that 
would be establi;;hed here. 

The PREMI.ER: T~ehon. p:entleman" '1ntsby 
a shadow\· motwn of th1s so et to cloncl the rG.tson 
of members of this House. to induce them to 
vote for a thing which he has not thorou"hly 
made up his own mind on. If the hon. ge~tle­
:nan say;;, anrl I don't think he will, that he 
mtroduce:l this motion ,,·ith the intention of 
ma!dng a radical changP in the university edu­
catwmtl system prevailing in the other colonies 
of Australia, he would have said so. Now, the 
hon. gentleman ~aiel amongst other things, that 
one of the necessities for h:wing a university in 
Queensland was that we wonld be able to 
educate the young n1en in agriculture, mining, 
pastoral pursuits, literature, and law. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH · I said 
medicine also. · 

, The, PRE::\HER: Yes, and medicine. Well, 
:i'.'Ir. tlpeaker, I do not, of course, know how it 
;voul.d be proposed to educate young men in law 
m th1s colony any more than the'' have succeeded 
to any great extent in educatin;;. th.om in law in 
the other colonied. I know the~e are one or two 
marl~ed instances of men at the bar, very clever 
b:'"rrstm:s, who have been educated in the colony; 
but I thmk tha.t, as :'rule, their legal knowledge 
has been acqmred m Great Britain notwith­
standing the existence of universities i'n Victoria 
and New South \Vales. 

The li,oN. Sm S. \V. GIUJTFITH: You are 
quite wrong. 

The PREMIER: "With regard to medicine 
the sa':1e remarks may apply. IV e have here in 
our m1dst some young Qnecnslanders as clev,,r 
and ah!e practitioners as you could get in 
Austraha; but those to whom I allude have not 
boen . trained either in Jlilelboume or Sydney, 
hu~ m Scotl»n~ or the London Uni,-ersity. 
IV1th regard to hteratun', I would like to know 
wh~.t the meaning of tr:~ining in literature is? 
Is It to enable person,, to write articles for the 
Pre-:s, or novels, or poetry ? It see1ns to me a very 
vague term, and one hardly Pxplained by the hon. 
gentleman. Then we come to pa:,toral pursuits. 
Pastoral matters are to ~ave a professor. \Yell, I 
s~oulcl him, as an experunent, to take a youth of 
Sixteen or seventeen years of age and put him 
for thrtee Y.e·trs under a 1,1astoral professor and 
then tnr!' hn11 on to '" statwn to do his work. I 
should hke to do that merely as an e'<pel'iment 
to see wha~ wou~d. happen. Probably he would 
not k~ep h1s ]JOSltwn for a week, unless he was a 
propnetor. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFEITH: .Nobody 
but a lunatic would clo that. 

The PREMIER: NPbody but a lunatic would 
s1:ggest that there should be a professor to deal 
With pastoral matters. 

The HoN .. t:lm S. W. GRIFFITH: I did 
not suggest 1t. I am sorry if I did not make 
myself understood, but I r'1nnot help it. 

Th~ P.RE~HER: Then other hnn. members 
on tJ;1s Side of the House must be as dense as I 
am, 1f I am dense. Then the hon. gentleman 
suggested that agriculture ehnuld be taught. 
In the whole of Great Britain there is only one 
school of agriculture which is considered of any 
value. 
. The HoN. Sm S. W. ~RIFFITH; Only 
Just now you were complammg of the English 
system. 

The PREMIER: There is only one school of 
value, and that is at Oirenc,•ster. With regard to 
mineral education, there might be something in 
that, and a great deal of know ledge might be 
impa,rted to a student, but it would give him 
nco practical teaching, so far as a knowledge of 
mining is concerned. I am certain the hon. 
gentleman himself would rather t;cke the opinion 
of an old practical Queensland miner, with regard 
to the value or prospect of a mine, than the opinion 
of any professor. However, that is a matter 
that would come in with the system I speak 
of- general technical education. The hon. 
gentleman also ta,lked abont Holland being 
a poor country with a population of 4,000,000, 
and a revenue of £9,000,000. I do not know 
that the hon. gentleman would call Great 
Britain a poor country, yet the revenue of 
Holland is gre:1ter in proportion to the popula­
tion than the revenue of Great Britain. \V hen, 
therefore, such statements are made, the hon. 
gentleman should be quite sure of his facts. 

The HoN. SIR S. W. GRIFFITH: I used 
the word "poor" in comparison with the amount 
of money they spend on a universit.y. 

The PREMIER: As a matter offact, Holland 
i;; the richeot country in Europe, and tt>erefore 
it cannot be rebti,:ely poor, although it is small. 
Mr. Speaker, I do not wish to detain the House 
any longer. I do not think that any case has 
been made out why this expenditure should fall 
on the colony at the present time. I luwe 
pointer! out that the leader of the Opposition 
who brings in this rnotion, \VaB for five years i~ 
office, and during a portion of that time there 
was a considerable surn standing to the credit of 
the country. During that time he could haYe 
promulgated this scheme, and probably carried 
it through, bnt he did not do so. Now, when 
the country is just merging on to the dry land of 
prosperity in the future, out of the sea of debt 
in the pa,.;t, he asks us to go in for an expenditnre 
which he in his plentitnde and power did not 
propose. I do not want to advertise myself, but 
the hon. gentleman has stated that the State 
shouk! start by giving money to a university. 
IV ell, not so long ago I spent some money in a 
neighbouring colony by endowing exhibitions at 
the school from which I came, Let the hon. 
gentleman and those who are with him, many of 
whom are wealthy men, make a stout and endow 
a university. Will they show their belief and 
earnestness in the scheme by putting their hands 
in their own pockets before they ask the State to 
be depleted for this purpo;e? 

Mr. GROO;\I said: Mr. Speaker,-As a repre­
sentative of a constituency that numbers hun­
dreds of working men in it, I have not the least 
hesitation, in their name and on their behalf in 
giving my assent to this motion, and I feel l;er­
fectly sure they would not offer the least objection 
to rny doing so, or to the House voting any sun1 of 
money which in its wisdom it may deem neces­
sary for the purpose of establishing a university. 
I further believe that the great bulk of the 
working men of this colony have a most laudable 
desire to impart education to their children. They 
have shown it in many ways. They have lamented 
the want of it ; they see the advantages of it; an cl 
they are anxious that their children should have a 
bettnr education than they themselves have had. 
If necessary, tl1eyare quitereadytoputtheir hands 
in their pockets to give their children the neces­
sary means to attain that education. The instances 
of self-denial on the part of many parents in 
this colony for the purpose of imparting a sound 
education to their children are many and gre,t. 
They, "' we have heard of the curate described 
by Goldsmith as "passing rich at £40 a-year," 
who devoted part of his pittance towards the 
education of one boy at the university, have 
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done the same here, and in this colony a very 
considerable amount of the earnings of the 
poorer clasSf'l hn,s been devoted to the educa­
tion of their children, n,nd I say, all the more 
credit and honour to them for it. Now, 
I do think that hon. members, in spen,king 
on this motion, have no right to take into con­
sideration what might have been done when 
the leader of the Opposition sat on the other "ide 
of the House, or what might have been done 
when the hon. gentlemen now sitting un the 
Treasury bc,nches were on this side. '!'hat is 
altogether beside the question. It appears to me 
that what we should consider is, whether the time 
has cr,me when Queensland ought to commence 
the initiation of a university on its own account. 
I believe it has. I stated in this House ye;ors 
ago that I bdieved the time had arrived for 
the establishment of a universitv. As to whether 
it shond be established on the lines that dis­
tinguish them in the mother country, or whether 
itshould be on the lines which distingi1ish many of 
the universities of _\merica, or whether it should 
be on the lines of those established in the other 
colonies, is a, question of detail, to be con­
sidered when the matter comes before lM in some 
concrete form. The question at pres~nt is 
whether the time has arrived for the establish­
ment of a university. It is a mo·t extraordinary 
thing that the very satne argun1onts which were 
advanced by the Premier agaimt the universit:;r 
being established, were advanced against the Uni­
versity of Melbourne when the late Sir ltedmond 
Barry-then Mr. Redmond Barry-undertook, 
single-handed, to st,ut a university in the colony 
of Victoria ; and in order that I might know 
how that university was founded, and by what 
means it has obtained its present position, I wrote 
to Dr. Brownless, the Chancellor of that im titution, 
and I have receiYed from him a complete history 
of the Melbourne University-one of the must 
interesting documents I have had the pleasure of 
reading for a long time ; and if by commencing 
as they did we can bring about the same results 
in this colony which h'we been achieved in the 
colony of Victoria, then I say we shall be doing 
one of the grandest works which ttny legislature 
could undertake. The endowment of the :?~Iel­
bourne Uni1•ersity at first was £9,000, and there 
was a subsequent addition of £5,500, making a 
total of £14,500. In this colony we haYe not 
even, as yet, set apart a site for a uni,-ersity. 
Sir Redmond Barry, at the time wben the gold 
fever was at its height, and when the accumula­
tion of wealth was the height of ambition 
with everyone, suggested to the then Premier 
that that was the time, before the whole 
of the land round about :Yielbourne was sold, 
when a site should be set apart for a university, 
and to his Sftgacity the colony of Victoria will 
ever be deeply indebted. An area of 100 acre'' 
was set apart, which was then considered of 
comparatively little value, but, according to Dr. 
Brownless, it is now estimated to be worth, at 
the very least, a million sterling. That is an 
example, no doubt, of the unearned increment, 
as the hon. member for Bundanba says, shown 
by the extraordinary increase in Yalue of the 
lands of that university. That land was appor­
tioned in the following rnanner ~ ten acres 
\Vere given to the Rnn1an Catholic Church, 
ten ttcres to the C.hurch of England, ten acres 
to the Pre,bytenans, and ten acres to the 
\Vesley<ms, on which thev were to erect colleges 
in connection with the university. Ten acres 
v;'ere given over to the uniYersity itself, for 
its own buildings, on which is now erected 
Wilson Hall, at a cost of £30,000, by Sir Samuel 
\Vilson. In addition to that there is a mediul 
school, and a training school for teachers ; and 
twenty acres were set apart for "' recreation 
ground for the students at the institution. 

They commenced with very humble begi.mings. 
The Chancellor writes to me that in 1858, 
when t.he professors met in J a.nun,ry for the 
ordinary matricnlation exmninations only four 
students preBentecl themsel ve,,, ttnd only two 
passed ; but thPy were not discouraged with the 
prospect before them. They were not downcast, 
but stuck to their work in a Il!anly way, and this 
is the result now-I shall rend it for the infor­
mation of hon. m em hers. to show what can be 
done when energy and r"bility are thrown even 
into educational matters :-Up to 3rd May, 1886, 
the number of students who had prec,ented them­
selves for the miltriculation examination was 
13,490, of whom 1,64G passed, and 2,355 enrolled 
thernselves a':S undergraduates. No\v, can any­
thing be more successful than that? Is that 
not an indication of what can be done by 
small means, by starting in the early days of 
the colony ? But in addition to that, D, 076 

·candidn,te,, for the Civil Service presented them­
selves for examination, and 4,fl34 pa,sed. And 
hon. member.s will observe that in the matricu­
lation exarrlination every student's paper has 
to be accompanied by a cheque of two g·uineas; 
oo that over £2G,OOO has been received in 
revenue from the matriculation examinations 
a1one. Then the whole of the Civil Service candi­
dates are obliged to send a cheq ne of bvo guineas, 
so that 18,000 guine.1s have been received in fees 
from that source, and that will g·o a long way 
towards supporting the institution. I contend 
that we have no right to suppose that the colony 
of Queensland is going to continue in its pre:;ent 
condition. Surely we all expect that the colony 
will advance, and that we are not going to 
remain at a standetill. \Vhv should we not 
make some provision then for 'the future? \Vhy 
should we at the prc 'ent time be sending away, 
as we are doing, all the best of our youths to be 
educated in the other colonies, where they lose 
all their sylnpathy for Queensland? Thev either 
become ~ew South \Velshmen, or Victorians, or 
·Englishmen in their sympathies. I know of 
one in.sta.ncu of a young gentlmnan, who, 'vhen 
he attains the age of twenty-one, will be 
entitle<! to a fortune of £100,000 at least. Both 
his parents are dead, and he is being educated in 
England, where all his sympathies will lie. He 
will have no sympathy with Australia, for his 
scholasticassociationswill:JJl be in J<:ngland, when 
thev ought to be here. I have no doubt that his 
friends would have had him educated here if 
Queensland had possessed an institntion to afford 
him the nece-sary education. Of that I am 
pr,Jtty well assured. 

The POSTl\IASTER-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Donaldson) : His friends were in England 
perhaps. 

Mr. GROO:\I: The hon. gentleman says his 
friends were in Engbnd, but he will pardon me 
fur saying that his friends wore here. His father 
and mother lie buriefl here, and his relatives are 
here, one of his rebtives going with him to 
England. That is only one case, though I know 
of other.,. It is jl'lt as well we should know 
that at the present time there are thirteen 
students from Queensland at Ormond college. 
'J'here are twenty-three Queensland students at 
Trinity College, vvhich iH largely overcro-wded, 
and there ·are a considerable number of Queens­
lrt.nd studenb, whose nun1her is not given 
to me, boarding ont in I\Ielbourne, who at­
teml the lectur<·•; either nt Ormond or Trinity. 
I di<l not n,scertccin the numbers attending at the 
Sydney U nhersit;', as I thon~ht the leader of 
the Opposition wonld have giYen that informa­
tion. Then there are. se,eml attending the 
Eng-lish univc;r;,itieR, and several at Edinburgh. 
In fact, we arr sending at the prese.nt time the 
cream of our youth to be educated in other 
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countries, when I maintain we Rhould educate 
t~em here. I~ven from a pecuniary point of 
vww they should be kept here. vVe are sending 
fees to other unhersities sufficient to endow 
a chu.ir in a universit"·· Look nt the nurnber of 
candidates entering "every year for the senior 
and junior exa.mi~c1tinns in connection with the 
Sydney Fniversity. l~ach senior paper ba, to 
be accompanied by a fee of two guineas, and e:,ch 
juni·;r by a fee of one guinea. Thme fee'' are all 
going away to benefit other educational institu­
tions, and I consider that money should be kept 
for o':'r own advantag·e. It was said by the 
Prermer-and I was rather surprised to hear the 
statement--that all the leadin" barristere of our 
city had obtained the gre~t bulk of their 
education in ~Englo..nd, the i:nputation being 
that it was scarcely possible for a legal education 
to be_ imparted to them in the colony. But 
here rs a statement from Dr. Brownle;s, which 
ought to carry ;veight ·with the thinking portion· 
of the commumty .. He 'ays, in speaking of the 
l>t w schools established in 18~() by the late 
Professnr Hearn, that almost all the membero 
of the Yictorian bar have received their train­
ing tbere, and that the solicitorB there are 
obliged to pass the examinations prescribe,{ for 
the degree of LL.B. That is a very different 
statement from the one made by the Premier. 
So tbat as far as the ler"l education connected 
~vith the U ni ver ;ity of JI.I'elbourne i,; concerned, it 
IS clear that the University of l\leluonrne is in a 
positio_n to !t~part as high an education as any of 
the um versittes of Great Britain. I think it will 
be admitted that those members of the Victorian 
bar, e~ucated itt the Jl.~eluourne University, who 
h?-Ye r1sen to ~he pmntion of judge:-:1 possess as 
h.tgb legal att~mn_wnts and intellectual qualifica­
twns as any },nghsh barristers who have received 
an Engli-h leg"! education. No one can doubt 
the benefit that has resulted from the establish· 
ment of univer~_,ities in other colt)nies; and 
much as I value our educational system, 
proud as I am of the fact that this colony 
with 400,000 people is able to de,-,;te £230 000 a 
year to primary education, and £10,000 ~ year 
to th~ endowment o_f g-rammar schools, I should 
be still more proutl1f we were to aflirm that the 
time has arrived when the c>tpping stone of tbat 
system should be completed by the "tab!ishment 
of a n.r:i':ersity. \Ve ougbt at least to exprec,s 
the opmwn tnat the time has arrived when 
a beginning should be made in thilt direction. 
There is nothing to losfl by dui no· so but quite the 
contrary; and I believe with tll8 leader of 
~he Oppo· \tion, ~hat havir;g a board of professors 
m :onnectwn wtth a university here would be 
of tmmense advantage to the general community, 
and would al"o b<' of great service to the Govern­
!Ilent in many ways. I srcy it would be of 
Immense advantage to the colony, if we had a 
board of professors composed of such men as the 
first professors of the J\Ielbourne University who 
laid the found:ttionb of one of the "Ta'ndest 
instituti!ms ~n the sou them hemispherl"." It has 
been sard, m reference to the wealthy men 
of Queensland, tbat we do not see them fol 
!owing the example of Francis Ormond and 
other gentlemen in the southern colonie; who 
hac e l>trgely endowed educatimml in-;titutions 
ir: ~heir lifetime, besides making >tdequate pro­
VISIOn for them after their death. But what 
is the reason? VVe have not made n, beginning 
ourselves. And I do not blame the wealthy 
men of this colony for not endowincc edncatiomil 
and other institution8, se.eing that we ha VP. not 
ourselves m>tc!c n start toward.·. the establish­
ment of those institutions. I do not think 
it is a proper thing- to ask the wealthy 
men of the colony to contribute of their 
we_alth, :;tnd relieve others from the duty of 
domg then· part as well. I say we ought to make 

a beginning ourselves. If we cannot say we will 
set >~part a site for a university, we should at 
any rate pass a resolution for the appointment 
of a commhsion to inquire into the best class of 
university to establish in thi:' colony, whether on 
technical lines, as in Gern1~1..ny, Ol' on technical 
a.nd scientific lincc:- as in An1erica, or ou high 
intelledn<d lines .similar to those established in the 
southDl'll colonies. \Ve ought certainly to rnake 
a beginning, he~ause at the present time we 
are driving away the best of our youth to other 
colonie._,, and other countries, to receive their 
education, which ought to be imparted here. I 
hope I shall not do the :\Iinister for Public In­
struction an injustice by saying that I hope his 
sympathies ctre with those exhibition scholar­
ships in connection with universities. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION (Hon. J. Donaldson): Certainly. 

Mr. GHOO~l: I am gla<l to hear the hon. 
gentle1nan say so. I hnve always taken a grr::tt 
interest in those schobrships. I ha,-e watched 
the results from the time they were established 
in 1078 up to the pre ent time, and no part of the 
annual education report is perused by me with 
gre<tter interest than that in ,-·hich the Under 
Secretary sets forth the attainrnm1ts of those 
young Queensland gentlemen, the winners of 
these exbibitions, who are studying at the 
various uni ver~ities. Smr.ething has been said 
in regard to the difficulty of getting young 
men to compete for those scholarships; but if 
that difficulty is inquired into I dares.1y it 
will be found that it is owing to the expenc,es 
which have to be incnrrel. If a scholarship 
worth £100 is given here to a student, >tnother 
£100 has to be added to enable him to pay the 
whole of the fees which will be necessary to 
enable him to complete his education at a univer­
sity. How many parents are in a position to 
provide that other JllOO? And if a young man 
enters as a law student, it requires another 
£50 at kast to enable him to eo m plete his 
education at the :1\Ielbourne University. };ven 
if he does like some of the students in Scotch 
unive~·sities-if he lives on J_)orridge from Sunday 
morning till Saturda~' night, and only has one 
good meal on a Sunclcy, as mrtny of them do; 
and they are all the m<Jre to be admired for doing 
so-even then tbe whole of his expenses after 
getting his B. A. dcgreewillamonnt to £250a year. 
How many parents in the colony belonging to the 
industrial clas,;es are in a position to send their 
sons to n. university under these circumstances, 
even supposing they nre vjctorious in the corn pew 
tition for scholarships? That is an important 
point to ho con::-;idered, and. "ve ought not to de­
preciate the efforts of this House to impart the 
highest education to the young men of the 
colony, Rim ply because of the clifiiculty to which I 
have referred. If we hcda university in this colony, 
those expenses would not be nearly so great to our 
young n1en ns they are in 1\Ielbourne, because in 
many cases they could live with their parents. 

Mr. MURPHY: Only Brisbane boy~. Other 
boys might a,; well be sent to Melbourne. 

l\Ir. GHOOM: Expenses are much greater in 
a large city like Melbourne than they are in 
Brisbane. 

Mr. M URPHY: No. 
:.fr. GROOM: I know they are from personal 

ex1 Jeriencc. 
J\fr. MURPHY: Living is cheaper in London 

than anywhere ehe in the world. 
Mr. GROOM: \Vb,.t I maintain is, that we 

ought not to depreciate what has been done to 
enable young men to R-ecure the .advantagp-s of 
higher· education, simply because in one year 
there was likely to be a failure on account of the 
lack of competitors. 
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The HoN. SIR S. W. GRIFFITH: There 
were plenty of candidates; but they did not pass 
the exn,miuation. 

Mr. GROOM: To accentuate what I said jnKt 
now with regard to the ch\tracter of the educa­
tion imprwted in 1,he sonthern universities, I 
will repeat a statemr,ut made to me when I went 
to the l\'Ielbourne Exhibition, by a gentleman 
connected with the nniversity there. rro show 
the severe exmnin>ttions whic'h otudents have to 
nnderf(o in the Melbourne University, be in­
formed me that medical Rtudents who had failed 
to pass their examination there had gone to Cam­
bridge and matriculated there, and then obbinecl 
the degree they failed to obt~tin in Melbourne. 

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
'WORKS (Hon. J. M. Macrossan}: What has 
that got to do with the question? 

Mr. GROO:VI : I mention it because the 
Premier rather depreciated the education gi\ en 
at colonial univ~~rsitics, and Raid they 'vere not 
ahle tn give as goorl an education as ill J~ngland. 
It \>as known that although thic' individual 
could not pass in Melbourne, ho woul,J be able to 
pasR if he went hon1e to ]1~ngland. It shows, at 
all ennts, the high char~cter of the examinations 
which a st'ldent has to undergo before he can pass 
in i\Ielhourne, and his degree is of course all the 
more valued. The student who has obtained his 
degree in Melbourne has obtained a very high 
state of culture indeed, and he is not crammed, 
The examination is a test which entirely clispo,es of 
the idea of cramming, and a student can only 
obtain his degree by sheer hard work and natural 
ability. On all gronnds-on the ground that 
being, as I a] ways ha 1·e been, a strong advocate 
of higher education, on the ground that it would 
he an immense ad vantage to the country if a 
uni>ersity should be established, on the ground 
that we should not send our students out of the 
colony to be educated, but that we ought to 
educate them here, I trust the motion will be 
allowed to pass. I do not think we should be 
constantly ad\'0rtising the alleged poverty of 
Queensland. No matter what proposition is 
brought forw<trd at the present time, the cry is al­
ways raised that the finances of the colony will not 
pormit of it. And yet in the same breath we 
talk about our enorll!OUS rewurces. :No doubt 
we have here enorn1ous resourct;::;, and yet we 
talk about our deficit as something enough to 
frighten us. \Ve are told the colony i,, in a 
frightful position because it has a deficit of 
.£1500,000. I am not frightened of it. New 
South \V ales does not seem afraid with her over­
draft of .£2,500,000. She is as prosperous as we 
are; her debentures occnpy a hig·her po,ition 
than ours in the London market; Ehe has refused 
to vote any monev for immigration, and yet p0ople 
keep flocking to her shores from abroad --

The iVliNISTJm FOR MINES AND 
\VORKS: \Ve ought to increase our deficit 
according to that. 

Mr. GROO'YI: I do not say that; bnt it is 
high time we ce"sed to hold up our dc,ficit as a 
bugbear to stop all progress. It is now held up 
as a cart of Juggernaut to crush the life out of any 
proposition marle here to advance the best in­
terests of the colony. The public outside are 
becoming- .~ick of hearing the cry of "Deficit ! 
deficit!" like the olrl cry of" \Volf! wolf!" 

The MINitiTER FOR MINES AKD 
\VORKS : Yes; bnt the deficit is here now. 

Mr. GROOM: And we are doing our best to 
try to wipe it off. Those of us who have 
families, at all events, are. I admit that hon. 
gentlemen on the other side with no families do 
not know exactly how the shoe pinches. I know 
I do, and I am ]Jerfectly prepared to bear it 
without any grumbling. At the same time, I 

contend we ouo-ht not to resist a motion of this 
kind, which is ~'ea.lly one for the higher intellec­
tual and moral eel ucation of the people. \V e 
mwht now to affirm the principle-which, in my 
opinion, ought to have been affirmed by the 
Hon~e Yf'ft.r~ ng-o-thnt a uni\·er~ity should be 
eshblished in QneenslaJHL L ,+ u,s, at all events, 
now 1nu.ke a h.1;..;·inning-. The subject is on: \·:.·hich 
cornrnend:-; ] t~elf tn our wat·nwst syu).patlur..;, :111d 
it cmnmcnds itself especially to th<!se n1embers 
of the con11nunity who b:1ve famihe~, and who 
are desirous to provide for their children the 
hio-hest educ"tion that can be obtained. 

1rr. AHCHER said: Mr. Speaker,-! think 
all of us are so satisfied that it would be a great 
benefit to Q'weneland if rt university were estab­
lished, that it is hardly worth w bile argui!'ff in 
bvour of it. I at all events sm of that opmwn. 
The only question i:,, Have we the means to 
establish a university? It is ju-;t a,-, neces:::.~~ry 
for Gr)vernrnents as for private 1Jersons to provrde 
first for their nec~ssities, -.nrl to wait for their 
luxuries until they are in a position to pay for 
thern ot1t of their ::;nperahnndanc8. It can 
hardlv Le said as V'~t that <:1 univt rtJity is a neces­
f.:.ity fOr Queen.-;1an~d. :For ::t long tin1e p 1"it we 
have beGn sendin;;, our children to the_neighbou;·­
in~ colonies for their higher edu::;;ttwn, an? 1t 
would be far better to cont,inue that system tnan 
to give ]there oh bmTo\ved 1nnne,v. 

The Ho;>~. Sm S. W. GI~U'FITH: It is only 
rich people who can do that, 

Mr. ARCHER: It is"" che:.p fur the people 
of Queenshncl to send their children to Sydney 
as to send them to Brisbane. 

HoxOcl\.\BLll !YID!HEI:B: :No! 
Mr. AltCHJ;;R: I s:ty clelibfutely that for 

per;ons living- I will not say at :N ormar~ton, 
but-a.t TnwnsvHle, or Ca,irns, or any ot the 
ports on the eastern seaboard, it i~ as cheap ~o 
send children to Sydney or :\Ielbourne for therr 
education ctS to eluc",te them in Brisbane. 
They lmve to send them away from home; that 
is a m:ttter beyond cknbt. There seems to be 
some doulJt as to where the nni\ e1:::;ity-~upposing 
one to be estahlisheJ-would he situcctecl. But 
there can be no doubt that it must be in the 
chief c~ntre of population; it must be in the 
neighbourhooll of Bri~"Jbane. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: The 
exarnining body 1nust be here. · 

Mr. ARCHEH. : All petty !or a! jealousies 
must ,;i ve way to the place mn,,t useful, ttnd that 
place must l• Brisbcme : and I sa? that when a 
man hccs to send his sons away from home for 
thr,ir education, and to takA lodg-ings for them, 
it 1nakes no differe11Ce in C''1St \vhether he sends 
them to Brisbane or to Sydney or Melbourne. 
Therefore the whole question to me is a matter 
of poundc, c hillhw,,, and pen0e. If this propc,·cal 
wa-s brought forwa.rrl at a tirne when the Tre::tsury 
was fn11 instead of at a time when we are 
deeply i1~ debt rrnd are payi:'g off a. larg-e deficit, 
I wonld decidedlv vote for 1t; and 1f I have the 
pleasure of rerna'ining so Ion~ 11 member o_f _the 
House as to see the colony 1n such a po.~Itron, 
and the bon, g Jntleman brings it on again, I 
shall be most happy to do so. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITI-f : Why not 
make the inquiry ? 

Mr. ARCHEE: I would not take any step,­
not oven the first step-likely to involve expen­
diture until \Ve arc in a 1J03ition to spend the 
money. That is the sole ground on which this 
propc.sit.ion (loes not rneet \Yith rny approval. 
There w;ts one rem ,rk mctde by the Premier with 
which I (':lnnot agree. He s ·,id this university 
would be of benefit to some sections of the com­
munity. I believe it would be of benefit to the 
entire community. I cannot imagine how the 
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mtelligence of a portion of the community can 
be raised without its being a. benefit to every 
other part of that community, although the benefit 
would not be equally great to all. As I have 
not the .,]ightest cloubt that a grea,t many hon. 
members wish to speak on this subject, I will 
not say 1nnre, especia.lly as all the argument.:; in 
favour of the e,,tablishment of a university have 
been exhausted by the leader of the Opposition. 
The only reason why I crumot support the hon. 
gentleman is the fact that we ought not to treat 
ourselves to luxurie0 until we can afford to pay 
for our necf'"<saries. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN said: Mr. Speaker,-I 
have to apologise to the House for speaking on 
this subject >et all, but as I may not be here >efter 
tea, I wish to put on record tlmt I am thoroughly 
in favour of this motion. I have been entirely 
deceived by the speech of the hon. the Premier. 
He has not brought forw;crd one ar,;ument to 
convince me. I know possibly a gre>et cle;clmore 
than any other hon. member of this House the 
want of erluc:ction, and for that rec~son any little 
money I have h>td to spare I have spent 
upon my child, en, in order to give them the best 
education I could. I ha;~e h>td to send some of 
them aw;cy; and through not being ;cble to afford 
it, there were others whom I could not send 
away, and we had to do the best we could for 
them in the colony. I think it no argument 
whatever for the Premier to 'ay, \Vhy did not 
the le10der of the Opposition start this university 
when he was in power? I say tlmt is entirely 
beside the question. Neither do I agree with him 
that for the most part what are called "the three 
R's," and no higher education, is all th;ct is necec­
sary for some classes of men in this colony. I think 
we are all pretty well on a level here. I once 
heard a story of an Irishman who ~aid, "Be gob, 
one man's as good >es another, ;end perhaps he is 
the better of the two." At any mte, I take this 
view of it. That the working men who have 
come to this colony >end worked their way up 
are looking forw;crd to mising theil'children some­
what higher than they themselves were in the 
educational scale. There is scarcely one amongst 
us who does not "'ish to see some fine-looking 
son of ours · rise to be Chief Justice of the 
colony, or a great barrister, or some leader of 
men-captain of the volunteers or something 
of that kind. \Ve ;ell have that ide;c, and it is a 
very laudable ambition. Some of our greatest 
blockheads when young turn out the best men 
afterwards. \V e are all interested in looking 
after the edn~ation of our children, and there is 
no doubt the time h;cs come when initiative 
steps should be taken to establish" university. 
Even if those steps are taken now, it may be two 
or three years before the college will be practic>tlly 
established, and our sons c>en be educated in it. 
A boy of t1velve now would be fifteen then, ;end 
it would be quite time for him to go to college if 
it w;cs intended to give him that education. 
I do not believe the Premier's argument that 
anything more than "the three H's" is not 
necessary for the general part of the people of 
this colony. The educated lo>efer who comes 
here from home-the college educ,1ted loafer-I 
believe was bad at home, and whether he w.ts 
educated or not he would iJe a trouble to himself 
for ever after. A lazy man or a lo;cfer is ;cl ways 
a trouble to himself. A man should always 
have something to do, ;end he must be a very 
lazy m>en who, wheth'er educ>eted or uneduc>eted, 
connot find a living in this colony. I did not 
intend to m:tke a speech on the question, but 
merely to place on record, as I may not be here 
when it comes to a division, th;ct I am entirely 
in favour of the proposal ; and I think that those 
who have been at the bottom of, ;end have 
worked up for years past this college busine.~', 
deserve the th&nks of the people of this colony. 

I represent, generally speaking, the working 
classes of the colony, and I am satisfied that 
they, ;end more particnlarly the farmers of the 
colony, are as much in favour of this university 
as any other people. I have therefore the 
greatest pleasure in suppurting the motion. 

The Hox. A, RUTLEDG E said: Mr. Speaker, 
-I must confess that I experienced a considerable 
>emount of dit,cppointmen tin listening to the speech 
of the hon. gentleman at the head of the Govern­
ment. Of course I mn ;cw:treth;ct being responsible 
for the administration of the affairs of the colony, 
it is part of his duty to see that no unnecessary 
inroads >ere made upon the resources of the 
Treasury; but while making every allowance for 
that natural and proper feeling, I must confess 
that I was disappointed ;et the tone of the 
remarks he addressecl to the House in ruply to 
the admirable speech of my hon, friend who 
introduced this motion. He said it was an 
inopportune motion. It is quite true that in 
one sense it rrl~=ty be regardEd ns inopportune­
because we had not got a ::;urplus in the rrreasury; 
but if we are to wait for evel'ything beneficial to 
the best intere,ts of the colony until we h;cve an 
overflowing exchequer, a large surplus to our 
credit in the Trertsury, I am afraid we shall have 
to \Vait a venr long tilne indeed for 1nany very 
necessary innovations in the colony. If the 
people of New South \V ales had gone on that 
principle, they would not have a university to· 
day. In fact, they would to-day be further away 
from haYing a university than they were when 
they had arev~nne of only h>tlf·>e-million of money. 
In that colony they h;cve, or had a short time ago, 
"deficit approaching £2,000,000 sterling; and if 
the arguments of the hun. gentlem>en at the 
head of the Grn~ermuent and the hon. member 
for Rockhampton are to prev;cil-that we are 
not to go in for taking the initiatory steps 
towards est;cblishing a university because there 
is a deficit in the Treasury-then I s;cy th;ct 
on th;ct principle there never would have been a 
university in any of the Austmlian colonies at 
all. The hon. wintleman says this is an inoppor­
tune time. \Vhy? I have sometimes heard it 
;cdvanced byhon. members ;cs;c rea., on for rejecting 
a motion that has been submitted to the House, 
th:tt the people outside have not expressed a 
desire in the direction indicated by the motion 
subnoitted, but that cannot be advanced as a 
reason in this case. Hon. metnbers will r8lnem­
ber th;ct last session we had almmt innumemble 
petitions presented from all parts of the colony 
;csking the House to take steps trm ards the 
establishment of a university. \Ve have had 
simil>er petitions this session ;clso, and I contend 
that the fact that those petitions cmue pouring 
in from all parts of the colony, signed by persons 
representing all cl>eses of the community, is 
the best edclence we could possibly desire 
that the feeling of the community is in fltyour 
of the early establishment of " university in 
Qneenslancl. I have hardly any p>etience with 
the arguments I heard advanced by some mem­
bers against the establishment of a university, 
such, for instance, >es that used by the hon. 
gentleman at the he;cd of the Go\ ernment, when 
he said that the a.-enues to the professions are 
crowded alrc::cd:v, and that we shall be only increas­
ing, to an alarming extent, the eYil that already 
exists by the multiplication of graduates. I fail to 
see that the evil the hon. gentleman anticipates 
will be ;cggra\ <eted by the esbblishrnent of a 
univer,ity. 'l'he hem. gentleman and others 
cannot get aw;cy from the old-world icle>s of " 
university; they cannot disassociate the ide't 
from a palatial bnilding costing no end of 
money, a laq:,e staff of highly s>elaried professors 
and o'ther extr:tvag'<"Lnt adjnnctR, such as exist in 
the great nniveroities of Gree,t Britain, and in 
Sydney ;end Melbourne, The hon. the le;cder 
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of the Opposition, in asking the Honse to 
a.ffirm the d<"oirability of establishing a univer­
Sity, does not, I take it, desire the House 
to commit itself to anything so extrava,g-ant 
as that. He asks that we shall begin in a 
modest way ; that we should in the matter of 
universities, as in n.ll other things, adapt our 
expenditure to our circumstances. He asks that a 
university may be establi,;h ed on such a basis as may 
be recommended by a Royal commiosion appointed 
by this House to investigate the whole subject. 
·what could be fairer or better than that? Some 
hon. gentlemen opposite cannot get away from 
the idea that in establishing a university you 
are multiplying the number of educated inen 
who are all treading on one another's heeb in the 
endeavour to get into the learned profe,sions. 
I take it that that is an e;:;regious mistake for 
hon. members to make. The reason why we 
have so many of these people who are university 
men seeking admission to the profe~sions, and 
doing so little in the W"-Y of earning a livelihood 
when they gc,t into the profnsions, is becausP 
university men are far too rare in thiB colony. 
If we had more university men among the 
ordinary educc<ted population it would be the 
exception, not the rule, to find university men 
overcrowding the ]Jrofes,ions. It is a thilw of 
which I myself feel ashamed. A member at the 
profession to which I belong told me that he rode 
into the city not many months ago with an indi­
vidual who is carrying on busines, in one of the 
principal streets of the city, "'nd who started in 
business only three or four year ago-a rnan with 
no educ,tion at all, a man with no superior 
i~1tellectual gifts or advantages, and yet that man, 
simply because he was able to take advantage 
of favoumble opportunities of est,blishing him­
self in business, had placed himself in '1 posi­
tion where he was e"'rning more thousands a 
year th"'n that highly educated barrister w<1s 
hnndreds in his profession at the bar. I contend 
that if university men bee '.me the rule and not 
the exception, we should find more men who had 
had t~e ad vai?-tage of a university education 
lannclnng ant m all the avenues that business 
opens up to the enterprise of edncated men. Is 
a man any the worse auctione~r bect.tr:se he id 
a graduate ? Is a banker any the worse b<tnker 
because he is "'graduate of a nniversity ? 

The PRE:\1Il-<;R : He is probably no better. 
The Ho~. A. RUTLEDGE: I think he is 

better. Every man is better for having his 
mental powers enlarged and his ideas expanded. 
Even the old pagans speak of the refining 
influence nf education. 

The PRE'YIIER: The old pagttns were better 
educated than you or I. 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE: Perhaps they 
were, and I S"-Y that we should place no impedi­
ment in the way of educ,tion in the completest 
form in which it can be placed at the dispmctl of 
our children. \V e should not associate this pro­
posal for the establishment of a universitv with 
kid-gloved young gentlemen who are not fit 
for anything else but the le,rned profc ,sions. 
There are men in business in thie city who ha Ye 
had theadYantages of a university education, and 
I insist thrtt they are all the better for it, and 
if numbers of our young people went thmng-h 
the higher schools and obtained a, degre, ', 
snch as could be obtained rtt little expense, 
gradun.tes wonld he n1nre nnrneront3, n_,nd it 
would not be consiclered the respect ,lJle thing to 
be a member of the learned prnfes·oinns. I feel 
warmly upon this cmbject, and I do so "-S repr > 
senting a constituency consisting to a larg'e extent 
of working men. I know that the miner, the 
practic.1l miner, will be all the better for the 
highest ·education \Ye can give. lion. n1mnbt'r:::; 
have talked about the uselessness of establishing 
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a university in Brisb,ne, becanse i~ would cost 
j nst as much to send a lad to Bnsbane as to 
:\Ielbourne or S;, dney. Suppose, for the sake of 
argnn1ent, leaving thr: ptts,,age 1noney out of the 
question, th"'t it costs uo more in one case than 
in the othe1·, does it follow that if we had a 
uni' er'lity in Pueensland the youth of the colony 
would neCe8~a1\IY have to corne to Brisbane? No, 
they would not have to do anything of the kind. 
That is the old-world idea which we must 
get rid of. \Ylmt we want is the American 
idea, that you should give a degcee to a man, 
not because he has passed a cert>tin time within 
certain four w:olls, or that he hail passed a 
certain time under the teaching-of a particular pro­
fessor, but bemmse the examining body declares 
that he has the educational qualifications requisite 
to justify that body in 0onferring the degree. 
\Vhat, then, does it matter where the man gets 
his education? \V e "hould h"'ve educ,ted men 
in all Jl"-rts of the colony, so that in all localities 
where thete \Vcre prmnising yonths, there ~vould 
be people competent to coach them suffiCiently 
to enable them to pass the examining body in 
Bri,<banc and obtain tt university degree without 
the necessity of abrmdoning themselves entirely 
to study. If we proceeded in this wa,y we sh::mld 
ha,ve a uni versitv that would confer untold benefits 
upon the youth of the colony of Queensland in 
the future. Surely we have some patriotism 
left and are not always going to be pensioners on 
the bounty of .1\ew South \Y.cles and Victoria. 
'!'he Premier takes gn,at pride in maintaining 
the pre-crninence of Queensland in many of those 
great questions that come to the front in the 
Anstmlian colonies, and he worthily sustains 
the position in which he is placed as the head of 
the Government in this colony in endeavouring 
to keep Queensland to the fore. vVhy then is 
he content, why should he be willing, in this 
matter to follow in the wake of New South 
\V "'les and Victoria, and just accept thankfully 
such benefactions in this respect as they are 
pleaseJ to confer on us? \Ve ought to have 
more public spirit, more patriotism, than to be 
willing~ for an indefinite length of tilne, to conw 
tin ne to receive benefactions of this sort from the 
neighbouring colonie"" I do not think that if I 
were to speak all night I could say anything 
stronger than has been said by my hon. friend, 
the leader of the Opposition, and the hrm. member 
for Too\vootub~, 1\Ir. Groon1, in advocating the 
cause of this university, but I cnmot see, merely 
because we have a small deficit now, that this 
House should not take at least the initiatory steps 
proposed in the motion towards the establish­
ment of a university. Some hon. members have 
c--tid, "\Vhy do not some rich men establish a 
univorsity ont of the thousands of pounds they 
have acquired as the result of their enterprise 
in Queenshtnd ? \Vhy do not some of our 
very wectlthy men devote a portion of their 
wealth to "'n object of that character?" The 
answer to that is that the way is not open 
to them yet in Queensland. Before we can 
ha,,e a university we m11st have that in­
stitution incorpor11ted by Act of Parliament. 
\Vhat reason has a business man who is pre­
pared in the interests of higher education to give 
£100,000 towards thBestablislnnentof a nniversiLy 
t,, believe that Pccrliament will accept his gift? 
How does he know that Parliament would not 
sav, "Thank you for nothing; take back your 
£iOO,OOO "!" I srty that this delmte will, to a great 
extent, go to cleter many men from de.voting. a 
portion of their wealth to an object hke th1s, 
when they see what little sympMhy hon. 
members opposite ha,-e with the establishment of 
an institution of such a character. Before any 
man will c1evote a portion of his wealth to a 
spec:ified object that object must exist. 

The PRE1HER : He m"'y create it. 
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The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE: No; only this 
House can crea.te a university. No individual 
can do it, even if he gave a million of money. 

The PREMIER: There are universities in 
America which have been created by private 
individn~ls. 

The Hox. A. RUTLEDGE: The hon. gentle­
man is rig-ht in one sense; they can be created 
by individuals if the State accepts the gift. 

The PREMIER: Did you ever know any 
State refuse to accept monev ? 

The HoN. A. RUTLEDGE: The State might 
say, "If we accept this gift, where is it going to 
land us? We cannot establish a universityu•ith 
this gift alone." I 1'ay that until this House 
gives evidence to the country that it is in 
sympathy with the establishment 0f an institu­
tion like this, it is vain to ask men to devote 
a portion of their wealth to the endowment of a 
university. It is our duty--

The PRE;\HER : To tax people? 
The HoN. A. RUTLJ~DG.l!J: The tax will 

be a very insignificant one compared with the 
enormous benefit that will be conferred. I 
should be the very last to advocate an institu­
tion of this kind if I thought it would be 
established in the way the Sydney and Mel­
bourne and Oxford and Cambridge Univer­
sities are established and carried on. If it is 
possible to ha ,.e something novel in this com­
munity, it is possible to have a novel method 
of operation as well. At the present time we 
are not rich enough ; but all men in this colony 
are alive to the advantages of refinement, and 
education, and culture. I say that, represent­
ing a mining constituency, I am acting in 
accordance with the wishes and sentiments of 
the miners in supporting a motwnlike this, which 
will be the means of diffusing a wider knowledge 
amongst themselves and their sons, and be the 
best means of utilising the enormous mineral 
wealth that has been so freely distributed, and 
which is now lying- awaiting the operations of 
the intellectual ad venterer in nll portions of the 
colony. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION said : l\.Ir. Speaker,-I have not had 
the advantage of having received a uni­
versity education myself, and, being deprived 
of thttt advl1ntage, of coup;e I value educa­
tion to a greater extent. Any opposition I 
may offer to this resolution to-night I trust 
will not be set down to the fact that, be­
cause I have not received a university educa­
tion, I am not in sympathy with the establish­
ment of a university in Queensland. I would 
not like the impression to go about, more 
particularly considering the position I occupy 
as Minister for Public Instruction, that I am 
indifferent upon this subject, and do not wish 
higher education to be establi>hed here. I 
say this more by way of apology, and so that 
there shall be no misunderstanding. Now, all 
the argumPnts that have been used this evening 
in favour of a university, I do not think anyone is 
likely to gainsay. · 

The HoN. SIR S. \V. GRIFFITH: The 
Premier objects to them all. He objects to the 
university. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTHUC­
TION : He objects to a university being 
established in Queensland at the present time. 

The HoN. SIR S. \V. GRIFFITH : He 
objects to the university itself. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: I did not understand the hon. gentle­
man to do so. He said the time was inopportune 
for a university here. I followed his nmnrks 

very closely, but I did not hear him say he 
objected to a university in Queensland at a 
perhaps not distant elate. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: He said 
we did not want university education for cabmen. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBL 10 INSTRUC­
TION : I do not see that it is desirable that a 
cabman should have a univerf'ity education. I 
thought my hon. colle:~gue merdy g'we that as 
an illustration to show that persons crtme here 
from other places with high educational attain· 
ments, and yet did not succeed, though they might 
have had such an education as that indicated 
by the hon. gentleman in moving the reso­
lutions. That is the way in which I took 
his argument at the time he was statin5 it 
in regard to the condition of this colony. The 
hon. gentleman who introduced this subject, 
made one of the most able speeches I have ever 
had the pleasure of listening to. He marshalled 
his facts consistently, and the conclusions he 
arrived at, no one in the House can gainsay­
not I, for one, at all events. But the con· 
clition of Queensland now is not the same as 
that of New South Wales, where, it has been 
stated, they started a university with a very 
small population and a very small revenue. It 
must be borne in mind that at that time we 
were separated from the mother c0untry some 
16,000 miles, and it tnok a considerable time to 
go there. Instead of taking only from thirty to 
thirty-five days, as it does now, it was a matter 
of many. months and .ct great expense to send 
youths to the mother country to b8 educated. 
Therefore the necessity arose for a university in 
Sydney, and although it started at first as 
any other institution may start, ir: a small 
way, it has gradually grown, untJl now I 
beliP.Ve it is one of the foremost institutions 
of its kind in the world. I daresay it holds a 
position mnking nearly equal to many kindred 
institutions in the old country. Some years 
afterwarc\3 the JI..Ielbourne University was started, 
and it is now largely attended. The conditions 
are quite different in New South Wales and Vic­
toria from what they are here. Sydney and 
Melbourne are not only the capitals, but they 
are the only large and important cities in their 
respecti ,-e colonies. Nearly half the population 
of either colony is within a very short distance 
of the capital, and the universitie·> are, there­
fore, within the re,wh of half the population. 
But the case is very different here. Along our sea­
board we have various large towns, and we have 
but >1 small proportion of the population within 
a reasonable distance of Brisbane, and I am 
sure that if any attempt was made to establish, 
and we did establish, a university, it would 
undoubtedly have to be in Brisbane as the 
capital, and I am certain that that would not 
meet with the approval of the Central and 
Northern portions of the colony. The people 
there would at once say : "If we have to send 
our bdys to a university, we may as well send 
them at once to univer.,ities that have been for a 
considerable time establi.shed -those that have 
given proof of their excellence-instead of send· 
ing them to a nenrer institution, the re,ult of 
which is doubtful." 

The HoN. SIRS. W. GRIFFITH: The same 
diflicnlty exists in New Zealand. 

The MI~ISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
'fiON: The same difficulty existed in Mel­
bourne. I admit th<'lt, of course. Some hon, 
gentlemen mav say that the sooner we commence 
the sooner we· shall get over that ditliculty. I 
admit that that is to a certain extent an argument 
ag>1inst me. 

The HoN. SIRS. W. GRIFFITH: You are 
still harping on the old English universities. 
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The MI:'fiSTER FOR P"GBLIC INSTRFC­
TION: No, I am not doing so intentionally. If 
I have got into that groove it has been uninten­
tionotl. 

The HoN. Sm S. "\V_ GRIFFITH: You are 
SjJeaking of one thing, and I wrts speaking of 
another_ 

The MINISTER J<'OR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION :The hon. gentleman talked all over the 
world. He referred to universities in America, 
Canada, Holland, Germany, J<'rancP, England, 
and Australia. I am talking about Australian 
institutions, and I ~m trying to point out, althc,mgh 
perhaps I mo,y b1l to do so, tho,t at the present 
time there would not be a very great advantage, 
except to those within a short distance of Bris­
bane, in ho,ving a universiLy here. I dbtinctly 
stated, when I rose to speak, thrtt I had no wish 
that a university should not, at some time or 
other, be established in Queensland. 

The HoN. Sm S. "\V. GRIFFITH: The s:une 
objection will always exist. 

The MINISTER !COR PUBLIC INSTR"G\'­
TION: The same objection cannot always exist, 
because the p<ipulation of the colony must in­
crease considerably within the next twenty or 
thirty years. I am not saying, of course, tlmt 
the establishment of a universitY should be 
deferred to such a time as that ; but the popula­
tion tnnst nece.ssarily increase, and as it increase::; 
there must be a larger number of youths whom it 
will be desirable to send to a univerHity. I do 
not think there are many at the preGent time ; that 
is my opinion. By a resolution of thiR House we 
have provided for three exhibitions every yeo,r 
for universities, and the holders of those have a 
right to attend any university in any p:nt of the 
Empire. Some of out exhibition holders are in 
Englanrl, and some are in the neighbouring 
colonies. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: They 
ought to be here. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: I woulrl like to see them here; but at 
the same time I vent•1re to say that if the con­
ditions were the same as at present, and we had 
our t'Wn university, unless we restricted them, 
they would go to other colonies. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: Of course 
you would have no exhibitions then. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC IN8TRUC­
TION : Y on might shut the other universities 
against them ; but what I say is that under the 
conditions existing at the present time thP lads 
gaining exhibitions would go to the other uni ver­
sities. Of the last exhibitioners, I know that one 
of them has gone to the old country, and the 
other two are, I believe, in Sydney. The father 
of the first youth said he would not send his boy 
to a colonial university, and many of the p:1rents 
of these boys are very anxious to send them to 
the old country. Th:1t feeling exists amongst a 
number of people at the present time, and will 
continue to exist f<lr a g0od while yet. People 
coming out here from the old country have the 
feeling that the colonial universities are not at all 
e'lual to the English universities, and if they un at 
all afford it, they prefer to semi their boys to the 
old country to be educ:1ted. I only mention 
that by way of argument to show tliat there is 
no immediate necessity for the establishment of 
a university in Queensland. X o rloubt if there 
was such an institution establif"l1ed here, the 
bulk of the people who would take ad' <tntage of 
it would be those who are in a good en<•ngh 
position to pay for the education of their boys 
elsewhere, if they chose to do so. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: No; it is 
just for th0~e who cannot afford to do that. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC· 
TIOX: That is not my opinion. \Vhat proof 
can the hon. gentleman bring for that? I have 
taken notice of the buys who go np to the other 
universities at the present time. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GHIFFITH: What 
test is that? 

The MIXISTEH FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: It is a great test, becauoe in the bulk of 
those ca,,es the parents would not be able to send 
those boys up to a university unless they had 
gained an exhibition. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: Those 
people have to pay money ~mt of their _own 
pockets to keep the boys wh1le at the um ver­
sities. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: The small sum of £50 will pay for the 
extra expense at Sydney and J\Ielbonrne. 

An HONOURABLE J\fEii!BER : A poor man 
cannot afford that. 

The J\IINI"TER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION : If poor pftrents have boys of excep­
tiomtl ability, I, for one, would be ~orry t? ~ee 
those lads deprived of an opportumty of g1vmg 
their exceptional abilities full scope ; bnt I must 
say that I have heard of no exceptionally cle--:er 
boys who have desired to have a umvers1ty 
education, who have not by some means or other 
been able to get it. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: There are 
plenty of them. 

The i\II-:\'ISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION : I am not aware of it, and though I am 
not, of coun;e, in the confidence of the parents of 
ail the children of this colony, I have some 
opportunities of knowing sorru:thing about them, 
and I have not heard of a smgle case where a 
boy of exc''ptional ability has not been able to 
get the advantage of a university education. 

Mr. HYNE: The parentE may lmve to undergo 
great privations to get it for them. 

The MINISTER J<'OR PUBLIC IXSTRUC­
TION : V erv prob.cbly ; but they ha\'e to do that 
in rtll cuuntrie". Is the State to take all educa­
tion in hand from the bottom to the top? If 
that is what is intended, then by all means let 
us have a resolution tabled to that effect at 
once and then we shall know where we are. If 
it is ~onsidered desirable, in the interests of the 
Pising generation, that all the youth of the 
colony, girl" as well as boys-for they are referred 
to in this resolution--should have the advantage, 
at tne expense of the State, of education_ up to 
a university degre.e, let us have a re,olutwn to 
that effect. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: How 
will your arguments apply to girls going to Sydney 
or Melbourne? 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TIOX: I spoke of this rese!ution. ~irls are 
referred to in the terms of th1s resolutwn, and 
that is why I referred to them. 

The HoN. 8IR 8. W. GRIFFITH: Yes; but 
how will your arguments tell with respect to girls 
going- to S.vdney or 11:elhourne? 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: I am not arguing in favoc:r of th~ ho;n. 
o-entle1nan's resolution. I am argtung against 1t. 
I w,ts saviniT that if it is the intention of this 
Parliame;,_t to provide all education in the terms 
of the hon. gentleman's re"olution, by all means 
let us adopt the~t, and we shall know exactly what 
we are cloin". I think the hlm. gentleman will 
a<cree with ~1e that up to a certain point in the 
n?rttter of education we in Queensland stand the 
equal of any of the other colon}es. I have every 
reason to think that our pnmary schools are 
equ::tl to any in the other colonies, and we are 
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rather ahead of them so far as grammar schools 
are concerned ; because that sy8tem of education 
is genemlly conducted by private collPges in 
Victoria and New South \Vales. I believe we 
are ahead of the other colonies up to a certain 
point, though, of cour~e, we have not the advan­
tage of httving a university here. No doubt we 
shall have one in the course of a few years. At the 
present time there are difficultie,; in the way of 
it. First of all, there is our financial pnsit1on. 
I do not wish to make a great cry about that, 
but it is an obstacle. Another obstacle would 
be the jealousy that would arise in different 
parts of the colony if we had but one uni ven;ity, 
and that one in Brisbane. 

The Hox. SIR S. W. GRIFFITH: That is a 
subject for inquiry. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: I do not think an inquiry would settle 
the matter. I do not think an inquiry would 
satisfy Townsville, Hockhampton, 1lackay, or 
other Northern towns. 

'The HoN. Sm S. W. G JUFFITH : The same 
difficulty ha" arisen in many other places and 
has been got over. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: I do not know where the many other 
places are. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: It existed 
in New Zealand and has been got over there. 

The lVIIKISTER FORPUBLICINSTRUC­
TION: Is there only one university in New 
Zealand? 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: Yes. 
The MINISTER :FOR FGBLIC INSTRUC­

TION: I know difficulties occurred there in 
other ':espects. They pretty well ruined them­
selves rn trying to give srnall railwav extensionR 
in different parts of the colony, and-had not the 
money afterwards to connect them. I bring 
that in by way of illustration, to show the 
jeo.~ousi?s that arme in that colony, and the 
d1fficult1es they landed them in. Perhaps at the 
time the University Bill was passed in that 
colony thei'e might not have been any very great 
interest taken in it. 

The PREMIER : It was passed in 1830 when 
it was a Crown colony. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: You 
are speaking of New South \Vales. New 
Zealand has one university and four colleges. 
The university is only an examining body. 

The :MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
'riON: They got over the trouble there I under­
stand at a time when there was not a very great 
interest taken in the question. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIYFITH: Indeed 
there was. · 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: I remember the time the university was 
established in Melbourne, and I say the same 
jealousie" COLlld not arise in New South \Vales 
and Victoria that exist here. The leader of the 
Opposition has lmd great experience of the 
jealousies here, and he knows the difficultv there 
iH now in legislating in such a w a,y as to give 
entire satisfaction to all parts of the colony. 
The hon. gentleman has h>td a very vivid 
expenence of that during the last few years, 
and this would be adding only another dif!iculty. 
The hon. gentleman shakes his he;,d and Geems to 
discredit my statement, but he knows very well 
that when any advantage is proposed to be given 
to the South in the matter of expenditure that is 
not to be granted in the same ratio to the North, 
it immediately meets with stmng opposition 
here and with much stronrrer opposition outside. 
I have every reason to believe the statement I 

am now making, and I would be sorry to see any 
steps t>lken that would have the effect of creating 
greater difficulties than exist at present. I hope 
that in a few years we shall be in a position to 
have a university, not only in Brisbane, but in 
other important towns of the colony, like Itock­
hampton and Townsville. 

The Hox. SIR S. \Y. GRI:FFITH: If you 
had listened to my speech you would have seen 
that tbat is involved in my proposition. 

The 1UNISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: I listened to the hon. gentleman's speech, 
and it was a very able one, and I know his 
re>-olution is to a1t extent an inquiring or a fish­
ing one-I do not use the term in an uncompli­
mentary sense-it is for the purpose of making 
certain inr1uiries as to how it is best tu deal with 
the subject. It was only the other day that the 
h<m. gentleman altered his resolution. The first 
time it was put upon the notice-paper it provided 
for a certain expenditure, and tbe hon. gentle­
man, I suppose from inquiries he made, thought 
fit to alter his resolution to its present form. 
In his re"llution the hon. gentleman has not 
made an_,. reference to the cost of the scheme, 
and I think that that should enter very largely 
into our calculations before committing the 
conntry to the establishment of a university. As 
I have alrearly intimated, if it is established in 
this colony it will be neccsc<ary that more than 
one should be erected for the purposu of prevent­
ing local jealousie' between the different portions 
of the colony. Now, there is no doubt that it 
will take a considerable sum of money to erect 
and endow a university, and the hon. member for 
Charters Towers, Hon. A. Rutledge, just now 
waxed r1uite eloquent over the fact that if we cl id 
not first establish a university it was very nnlikely 
that large subscriptions would be givan towards 
one, and probably some man who might wish to 
contribute £100,000 would refain from doing so, 
through the fear that the Government would 
throw it back to him. The hon. gentleman 
surely could not have believed in any such argu­
ment. \Ye know very well that if £100,000 was 
given by any person, he might rest perfectly 
satisfied that the country would take it up very 
quickly, and steps would be taken tow:trds 
further endowment if necessary. That amount 
would almost f'1tablish the institution indepen­
dently, but there would be verv little difficulty 
in g·etting a Bill pots sed through the House 
if such an endowment was offered. I do 
not think any person bcCJueathing such an 
amount need have the slightest doubt but 
that it will be used for the purposes intended 
before very many years. I am one of those 
who think that some of our fortunate colonists 
should take some steps in this direction. In 
otber colonies large amnunts have been given. 
The Adelaide University is chiefly indebted to 
the large amounts contributed by Mr. Hughes 
and Mr. Angus. 

The Hox. A. RUTLEDGE: It was in 
existence. 

The ::YIINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: It was in existence, but that is no reason 
why the people themselves should hesitate in 
starting one here. \Ve have fortunate colonists 
here as well as the other colonies have. 

The HoN. SIR S. W. GRIFFITH: Is the 
State to wait for the individual? 

The lVII:\'ISTER :b'OR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: I do not say that the St.tte should exactly 
wait for the individnal, but I do not think the 
individual shonld wait for the State. If he leads 
the way there is no doubt the State will contribute 
its quota. I have aiready contended, and it is 
generally cnntencled, that this is a class of 
education that would be of more benefit to the 
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people who are in a position to pay for the 
education of their children than to the 
poorer classes, with few exceptions. Now, 
with regard to the exhibitions tbat we already 
give, if they are not enough we ca.n increase 
them if we h:we such a desire to assist the 
dec.erving youth of the colony. l<'or my part 
I would be quite willing to do so. The hon. 
member for 'l'oowoomba remarked acro's the 
table that he hoped I took sufficient interest in 
those exhibitions, and I said that I certainly did; 
and, to give an instance, I may say th>tt at the 
last examinations two boys were singled out and 
recommended by the Sydney examiners for 
exhibitions. I could not rest se~tisfied until the 
third one got an exhibition. I referred the 
papers back, and took a great deal of personal 
interest in the matter, I knew very well, from 
the information I had, th:1t the parents of the 
lad were not in a pnkition to give him n, uni­
versity ('ducation, and I knew thttt if he got the 
exhibition it would give him opportunities that 
he would n.ot otherwise get. Nothing ha~ gratified 
me more smce I took chttrgc of the ~Education 
Department than the action I took in that 
matter. I believe the third exhibition w"s not 
awarded through some misunderstandin" of the 
conditwns laid down by the leader of the Oppo­
sition when he presided over the department. 
Those conditions were misunder.stnod by the pro­
fessors in Sydney ; and, on referring the matter 
to them :1gain, they made a recommendation. 
That is a slight proof, at all events, that I take 
sufficient interest in the youths who are entitled 
by examination to gain exhibitions; and per­
sonally I am quite prepared to go further th<\ll I 
have done at the present time, if it is nece ,sary. 
Another argument used was, that the university 
would be a very us,cful institution for the pur­
pose of giving a training to our teachers-in 
short, that it would become a kind of training· 
college for teachers. In Victoria they have a 
university, but they have a training college 
for teachers as well. Of course the estab­
lishment of the training college was of later 
date than that of the university. I hope before 
long to ;-;ee a training college in Queen~dand, for 
the purpose of making our young teachers more 
efficient than they are at present. There is no 
doubt that our teachers of a certain standing 
are able to do the pn,ctical work of scho,ols, but 
they do not get a high enough edncatitm to fit 
them for higher cl::tssification, anti some steps 
will have to be taken before long for the 
purpose of esta~Jlishing a training college 
in this colony. I am now n1aking inquicit-.;, 
and I hope to be in a position to bring 
forward some scheme for that purpose by next 
ses-,ion. 1.\. training college wa,s begnn son1e yen,rs 
back, but I do not think there was the necessity 
for it then that there is now. So far as the 
establishment of a university is concerned, I do 
not think it would be of much a',;sistance in that 
particular, but I have no intention of speaking 
at any great length upon the subject. I admit the 
arguments used in favour of the proposition-as 
far as anyone can admit it--the df'sirability of 
having a university some time or other in Q,ueens­
land, and I do not think the time is far distant 
when a university will be established. I trust 
that some of our fortunate colonists will lead the 
way by giving large contributions for th:1t 
purpose, ancl when we find that private indivi­
duals are prepared to contribute towards the 
erection of buildings :1nd the endowment of snch 
an institution, I am certa,in that Parliament will 
do their share in the matter. 

Mr. :\IACFARLANJ<} said: Mr. Speaker,­
! scarcely anticipated that there would be any 
opposition to this motion, and I am gbd that 
there is no opposition, :1lthough there is disagree­
ment w1th reference to the mode of encouraging 

higher education. The leader of the Opposition, 
who introducecl this motion, certainly made out 
a good case. He looked at it from various points 
of view, and took us to variouR countric.s, and 
contrasted Queensland with those countries, to 
show the very poor p(r"ition 've are in so far as 
higher educntion is concerned. There is cer­
tainl:v roon1 for this university, though it cannot 
be estttblioherl by a resolution like this. At the 
~ame time there have been no sufficiently 
strong arguments adduced to prevent this motion 
being- p:1ssed, so as to have some data to work 
npon next year, after the Hoyal commiSHion has 
sat. I think that, so far as that part of the 
motion is concerned, we might well pass it, and 
allow something to be d<'ne in the way of com­
Inencing, and in another yeay or s_o th.e matter 
might he further discussed. I mamtam that a 
man cannot be too highly educated on sound 
moral lines, but I maintain that to impart to an 
immoral man a higher education simply puts :1 
weapon in his hand to enable him to be a greater 
,,(',oundrel, a gretLter rogue or forger, than he 
would h~-,.ve Leen had he been an ignorant man. 
I s~•Y that if we have laid the foundations of a 
moral education-if we have laid the foundations 
of righteousness as a nation-then we can safely 
edurctte our people up to the highest point to 
which it is possible to educate them:. \V e shall 
then shine as a nation, and Queensland will 
become the first gem of the sea. But if we give 
a university to all and mndry, without first 
teaching them the moral virtues, we shall pro­
bably be doing a great deal of harm. We ought 
to do the one thing, but we certainly ought not 
to neglect the otl1er. It was stated by the hon. 
member for Charters Towers, Hon. A. Rutledge, 
thnt we could scarcely expect anyone to give 
£100,000 tow:1rds l1 university, unless we first 
p:1ss an Act of Parliament for the establishment 
of a unive•:sity. \Vhat becomes then of the 
Andersonian University in Glasgow? The very 
name imlicab s that it was established by a 
private individual and th:1t it needed no Act of 
Parliament at all. It was instituted by 1\Ir. 
Anderson, who was a wealthy gentleman of 
that city. I say tlmt if we are earnec,t 
in the matter of higher education we should 
show it. As the Irish girl said to her lover, 
"Do you love n1e ?" He Raid, '" Yes. 1' She 
said, "Show it, then.'' If we a.re in earnest 
in reference to higher educ'ttion \\ e should show 
that we are in earnef:it by giving of our substn.nce 
to lay the foundations of that higher education. 
It is pussi!Jle that this Royal commission, if 
appointed, while taking into consideration the 
best means of proviclin" for the endowment of a 
university, will take this point into consideration 
-that Ldore any Act of Padiament is passed, 
something should be done by wealthy members 
of the community to show that they are in favour 
of the establishment of a nniversity. There 
is nothing- to hinder some of our wealthy men from 
doing as l\lr. _'\.nderson did in Glasgo..v. There 
are some who would not miss £100,000, and they 
would be showing their sympathy with higher 
education if they did as that gentleman has 
done. He had r, respect for his fellow-citizens, 
and he had :1 love for education. \V e feel the 
want of higher education in this colony. I never 
get on my feet to speak without feelin,; the want 
of it, and there are, no doubt, other members who 
feel the want of it also. \V e Me the very men who 
are in favour of higher education, because we want 
our sons, who m~y take our places in the future, 
to qnit themselves better than their fathers did 
before them. But while I hope to see this motion 
pacs, I hope also that the colonists of Queensland 
who are in favour of higher education will show 
their earnestness by contributing of their means, 
as far'" they are able. I will only add, that I 
hope moral education in l'lueensland will also go 



1078 Establishment of [ASSEMBLY.] a Univer8it,y. 

hand in hand with other education so that we 
may shine as a nation like the very stars of 
heaven. 

Mr. LITTLE said: Mr. Speaker, -I listened 
the other night to the hon. member for 
Ipswich, Mr. :Macfarlane, advocating the intro­
duction of the Bible into the Sbte schools, and 
I will now give my experience on that. ·when 
I was a boy the Church of :England boys wonlcl 
not associate with me because I was of a dif­
ferent religion, and I would not associate with 
them. I am of a cosmopolitan religion. It 
has always been my practice when a Catholic 
priest or a clergyman of the Church of England ; 
or a W e'leyan minister has come by and I could 
afford it, to contribute my mite towards the 
erection of a church. I have always done that, 
and I a~WtLys shall. With regard to auniveroity, 
why d1d not the leader of the Oppo.sition 
go in for it when he was in power and had a 
surplus to dispose of? Ho wants to place it on our 
shoulders now when the money i>< not ;wailable. 
Coming back to the motion of the hon. member for 
Ipswich now on the paper, in reference to read­
ing the Bible in schools, he is driving at the 
very same object to-night. I can speak on this 
question as the father of a family, and I say 
that our children should take in their religion at 
their mothPrs' knees aL home. There is the 
foundation of a religious education ; there stands 
the highpriest--the mother. I think I have 
been called a larrikin by members on that side. 

HoNOURABLE MEi\IBERS of the Opposition : 
No! 

Mr. LITTLE : I beg to differ from those hon. 
m em hers who say " K o." I have been called a 
larrikin by members on this side also, hut I am 
nothing of the sort. I say ,that the ]Jromlest 
sight I witness is when I see the children round 
their mother's knee at home. There is the 
f01mdation of 1·eligion. \Vhen I w:<s a boy the 
boys of other religions would not play with me ; 
they would not swim with me. 

Mr. MURPHY: And they would not fight 
with you. 

~fr. LI_TTLE : X o; and they would not play at 
cncket w1th me because I wa8 ~' Homau Catholic. 
I never asked a man in my life what creed he 
belonged to, and if a man asks me that question 
I consider that he offends me. I am a God-. 
fearing man, hut not a very religious one. I 
have a pair of hands to provide for my family, 
and they never handled a cli8honest shilling. 
Probably this is the last time I "hall be in th1s 
House. I leave to-morrnw, and shall probably 
never appear here again. If I do it will be to 
send up my card to obtain the privilege of sittiug 
in the Speaker's gallery, and perhaps lmve a 
drink in the smoking room. Of this I am 
certain, th>Lt when my seat is vacant there is not 
a single member of the House who will say that 
Wi~liam Clancy Tcit~le ever <lid '" meau or dirty 
actwn. Before stttmg down, I must apnlogi:<c 
to the hon. member for Charteril Towers and the 
hon. member for Burke. \Vhat I said I said in 
a jocular manner. There was no spite or venom 
in it. If ever I do come back-and it is quite 
possible poverty may send me back-I shall 
certainly vote against any motion like that 
which was moved last week by the hon. member 
for Ipswich. 

Mr. RYNE said: Mr. Speaker,-I rise to 
speak on this questinn with a good deal of 
diffidence, not having, as a lad, been able to 
enjoy the advantages ~fa good school education. 
Like the hon. member who spoke last, I have 
had to work with my hand>< for the la>Jt fort.v 
years. There is nothing I have felt so mnch a·s 
the want of educ(ttion, although I daresay there 
is no hon. member of the House who has tried to 

improve himself mentally more than I have. I am 
exceedingly sorry to see that the Premier has put 
his foot down upon what I deem to be such a 
worthy object. H;wing felt the want of it myself, 
I have always been an ardent advocate for eduea­
tion. r~['he argument generally raised in this colony, 
especially by those who have themRel ves received 
a superior education, is that education unfits a 
man for hi>< work. I differ entirely from th11t. 
\Vhenever I have engaged an erlucated man I 
have alvmys found him to be the best man. He 
worl(R bet-ter, and thoroughly unc!Prstands his 
work. :My ex]'eriPnce has told me that of two 
artizan,,, one ednc11ted and the other not, the 
educated man stands first. One objection ra-ised 
by the Premier was, I think, quite unworthy of 
this important subject, and that was, \Vh).- did not 
the leader of the Oppo,;ition bring the proposition 
before the House when he was Premier? If we 
are tu 11pply that argnment to ever:;· proposition 
which tends towards the progres, of the colony 
nothing will ever be clone. Another objection raised 
against it by the hon. gentleman was the pressure 
of our finnncrc,, hut if the proposition is allowed 
to pas,;, the Roy..tl commission cannot possibly 
bring- up ito report before next session, and three 
years 11t the very le>tst mnst elapse before the 
Government will be called upon for any money; 
by that time it is almost certain the colony 
will be in a better financial position than it is 
now. I hope the Premier will remove the 
pressure he has pnt on hiH supporters, for I am 
sure there are many of them in favour of the 
proposition. \Vith regard to the argument that 
the establishment and maintenance of a univer­
sity would be 11 tax U[JOn working men, my object 
is to give 'vorking rnen's f:lons an opiJortnnity of 
getting a fmperinr education; and how can they be 
brought forward unless the State takes them by 
the hand ? Wh11t a grand thing it would be if 
we, as Queenslanders, could see some of our sons 
rising to high positions in life, :1,11d filling 
them more worthily than we can, simply from our 
want of edncation. It has also been objected 
that the population of (lueensland is not large 
enough. But the leader of the Opposition has 
shown that when the first university was esbh­
lished in Sydney there were not so many people 
in the whole of Australia as there are now in 
Queemlancl. Therefore that objection falls to 
the ground. 

The PREMIER : It was a grant to a Crown 
colony. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: They had 
not got responsible government, hut they had 
representative governn1ent. 

The PRE:VIIER : In the same way that 
\Vestern Austmlia has 11t prP,ent, and not other­
wise. It was a Crown colony. 

Mr. HYNl<; : The hon. Premier al,;o raised 
the objection tlmt we shoulcl be inundating the 
colony with diplomaeclmen. 

The PRE:\1IER: No; I said we should he 
increasing their nun1bers. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH : Increas­
ing the number of those highly objectionable 
persons! 

The PEEMIEll: I ciid not say they were 
ohjectionahle. The hon. gentleman is wrong 
there. 

l\Ir. HYNE: One advantage of a university 
would be that it would turn out men who would 
he guides in teaching the sons of working men. 
Thoy wouhl start educational esmblislunents all 
over the colony. 

'riJP PRE:\IIER: Againr,t the State sr-hools? 
::\lr. HY~};: ~o; hut to give a higher educ:t­

tinn than can be oht11inecl at State schools. I 
hope the hon. gentleman will not oppose this 
proposition, 
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Mr. ADAMS said: Mr. Speaker,-No,man 
knows the want of education more than I do. I 
have felt it in m<tny ways. But when I see the 
state the Treasury is in at the present time, I am 
of the sarr,e opinion that I held when I spoke on 
the subject in this House three years ago, and when 
I said that those people who were interested in the 
establishment of a university in the colony onght 
first to put their hands into their own pockets to 
show that they were in earnest, and then ask the 
Government to supplement their donations. Only 
the other day, when an amount fortechnicaledu~'1· 
tion wasa"kedfor, we were told by the Government 
that it was impossible on account of the state of 
the finances. I hope they have regretted it, and 
will put a vote for the purpose on the i';upple­
mentary Estimates. If we cannot get a trifle for 
technical education, how is it possible they can 
supply the public with a fund for a uni,·ersity? 
College education is very good, but we must see 
who is going to be taxed to maintain this college. 
We have a nnmber of grammar schools in the 
colony, anrl IbelievPthey are doing excellent work. 
But before we got these grammar schools we-all 
those who possibly conld-had to put our hands 
in our pockets, a!lf! raise subscriptions before 
the project would be even entertained. And now 
we are asked to pass resolutions that will actually 
compel us, bind us, to erect a college in Queens· 
land for the education of the few. I say, and I say 
it advisedly, as the representative of one of the 
agricultural districts of the colony, where a vast 
number of working men are employed, that the 
great majority of the small farmers wrmld 
not be able to send their children to this 
college ; and yet they are the people who wnnld 
be taxed for the purpose of erecting it. It is all 
very well for hon. members on the other side to 
tell us that we need not trouble about the deficit· 
but, Sir, if we need not trouble about it, why 
have we put extra taxation on the public to pay 
off that deficit, which is not paid off yet? Are 
we to still further increase the burdens upon the 
general population? I think not, Sir. I am of 
the same opinion now that I was three years ago, 
that those people who can afford to give then· 
sons a college education should first put their 
han?s in their own pockets and show that they 
are m earnest, and then let them come to the 
Government and ask them to supplement the 
amount they have raised. Then I, as one who 
feels the want of education, if I have the honour 
of a seat in this House, will supp01 tit. 

Mr. BARLOWsaid: Mr. Speaker,-Ishallsup­
port the motion of the hon. member for North 
Brisba,e, because it does not pledge the country 
to any expenditure. It merely affirms certain 
principles thM we are all agr.:ed upon, I trust 
-that is, the necessity of making the most of 
those gre:tt minds which from time to time arise 
amongst us. Those great minds are not con­
fined to any particular class of the community ; 
they arise at all times, in all ranks of society, 
and the State which neglects to make the most 
of the intellectual powers which Providence 
places at its disposal, doe<3 itself a great wrong. 
This resolution does not pledge the colony to any 
expenditure; neither does it state what particular 
form of nni versity is to be adopted. With hon. 
members opposite, I think anything like the univer­
sity in Sydney or in Melbourne-a costly building 
and expensive staff-;vould be entirely out of the 
question. But a university does not necessarily 
consist of all these things. A university is the 
summit of our educational system, which com­
mences in the State schools, progresses to our 
gra.rnmar s?hools by means of scholarships­
whiCh I wJSh to see much more numerous, if 
possible, and the examination a little less trying, 
perhaps-and is completed in a university, which 
affixes the final stamp npon all intellectual attain­
ments and qualifications. I very much regret 

that in my own case I had not the advantage 
of higher tmining than I had. ·whatever train­
ing I possess, I have to a great extent had to 
acquire for myself. I strongly endorse ~he 
remarks of the hLm. the mover of tlns resolutJon 
to the effect that the highest tr,ining of all is 
training the mind to the habit of thinking. The 
mere book-worm, or crau1, will never make a 
clever or a useful man. As I said in the course 
of my remarks on the Ci vi! Service Bill, some of 
the most stupid, usele's men I ever met, or had 
anything to do with, were men who had re­
ceived this education of mere cram. I shall 
not detain the House at any length, but will 
merely refer to the career of a most distinguished 
young gentleman, as showing the use of a mere 
examining body. I am going to refer to an 
institution known as the London University. I 
have here the testimonials, or credentials, or 
whatever they may be termed, of one of the 
most at le youths who ever passed through 
the Ipswich Grammar School-! refer to Mr. 
I. A. \Vheeler; and the documents from which 
I C[Uote were given to me by a relative of 
his, with permission to use them as I thought 
fit in this debate. This young gentleman is not 
more than twenty-five years old at the outside. 
He passed through the Ipswich Grammar School, 
and obtained what I think you call an exhibi­
tion-the right to go to one of the English or 
other universities. He matriculated in Mel­
bourne, took the the travelling scholarship of 
£300, went to England, matriculated at the 
London University; entered Guy's Hospital, 
took prizes; is now in London, with the degrees 
2\l.lLC.S. and M.B.; and i~ waiting for his 
degree as 1\l.D.-and yet, as I have stated, he 
is not more than twenty-five years of age. I 
very strongly agree with the hon. gentleman 
who moved the resolution, that it is a great pity 
that while so much is preached of nationalism and 
Queenslandism, that intellects like these should 
be allowed to go aw,cy from our shores and lose 
any part of that patriotism-for thHy must lose 
it to a cgrtain extent-which I conceive should 
be wholly and solely reserved for the land 
that gave them birth. Of course, as the hon. 
member for \Voothakata said, we are all cosmo­
politan to a certain extent, but still the man 
who has no home, no citizenship, no place 
he really calls his home, is, I consider, some­
what an imperfect man. I think he is some­
what of less use to ;ociety, and perhaps to 
himself, than a man who has a country and who 
has patriotism. In considering the question of 
exa1nining bodies, we rnust not lose sight of 
the fact that we very much reC[uire technical 
colle<res. \Vhen I was in l'IIelbourne I went over 
the f<!chnical college there ; it is called the 
\Vorking Man's College. 

Mr. MURPHY: Establi.-;hed by Mr. Ormond. 

l\lr. BARLOW: I believe it was. Still there 
can be no pos"ible reason why something of the 
kind might not be done by the Government. I 
see from the reports of that institution that it 
embraces edue,.ttion in a very large number of 
subjects-arithmetic, and 0ven Latin, German, 
and J<'rench ; and the fees are exceedingly 
moderate, from ·±8. to 5s. per term for one lesson 
a week. In the science classes they go in for 
geology, theoretical mechanics, applied mechanics, 
and so on. They have also practical trade classes, 
in which handicrafts of various kinds are taught. 
Now, \vhile we are going in for an exarnining 
university, which I believe would be very 
useful, we must not forget the necessity 
of these technical c<,lleges ; and the examin­
ing nni versity would be free from the objec­
tion very properly raised, that a teaching 
university would be a centralised body-that 
is, that students would have to reside there. 
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But there will be nothing to prevent their acquir­
ing their eduL:a.tion elsewhere, and then coming 
to the university to receive the stamp of a degree. 
"Whether that is practic,ble or not I do not 
profess to know, as I have not had experience in 
university life. 

The HoN. SIRS. W. GHH':FITH: It is done 
in many parts of the world. 

Mr. BARLOIY : But as long as something is 
done ultimately in the w:;y of technical ec!uca­
tion, I shall have much pleocsnre in supporting 
the abstract 1notion, for it i~ nothing- rnore, pro­
posed by my hon. friend the leader of the 
OrJposition. 

Mr. GLASSEY ~aid: Mr. Speaker,-In ri-ing 
tc. support the motwn that has been so ably and 
excellently introdnced by the k·,der of the 
Opposition, I desire to say that I have listened 
with close attention to the speeches made, both 
in favour of and against the motion. I have 
done so because I had not made up my mind 
before coming into the House and henring the 
debate whether I should SH)'port the motion 
or oppose it; but I am free to admit that I have 
not heard a single ol1jection raised by the other 
side of the House that wnnld induce me to oppose 
the motion. Perhaps there are few meml1ers in 
this House who have had fewer opportunities to 
acquire the necessary education f<'r hecomin~ a 
legislator than I have, and it wonld ill become 
me, feeling as I do feel and have felt through life 
the serious w"nt of that higher cult111·e, know­
ledge, and learning, to properly e<]nip me for 
the work in which I anJ no\v engacr-erl, to 
oppose these resolntions. It hac. been R<~id that 
many of the working men of this colony are 
opposed to the establishment of " university. I 
am not going to speak for the working tnen 
of Qu.eenoland, but I am going to speak for my 
constituents. .Most of my constituents are work­
ing men, and I tnust ~ay that during UlyperFJrina­
tions through the district, I bave met extremely 
few, if any, who do not desire that an institution 
such as that mentioned in the se resolntion,; 
should be established, with the view of affording 
facilities to those who have to work for their 
living, and who are posse" ed of the neceosary 
enterpriee, to obtain that hig-her education which 
is exceedingly necessary ~o more efficiently EC]nip 
them for the battle of hfc. Reference hns been 
made dm·ing the debate, by the hon. member for 
Ipswich, J\lr. l\Iacfarlane, to the Andersonian 
University in Glasgow. That univer-ity was 
undoHbtedly endowed without any aid from the 
State, and many men who occnpied humble 
positions in life have gained materially from the 
ad vantag_es to be derived from that very impor­
tant instrtHtion. One m m, the late l\Ir. ~\.lex­
ander :\icDonald·-with whom I \Yas acquainted 
for many years, and with whom I workPd for 
Inany years as a coal tniner-~workrd in the C(lal 
mines for portions of f:lix succe .. ,,dve y( :trs and 
attended that univer-ity during the sessior, and 
thus acquired very importaut knowledge which 
he freely used in the interebt of his fellow miners 
in the old cuuntry and in other parts of the 
world. I think it is not desirable that we should 
wait until some philanthropists who possess con­
siderable wRaith bestow large sums .of money for 
the establishment of a university before steps are 
taken in that direcc,ion by the State. Thoce who 
have fought the educati<m question in this colony 
in the past have established a very beneficial 
system of education, which redounds to their 
credit, and which will stand '" a splendic! monu­
ment to their honour in the future. But if thoee 
who carriecl that measure into effect h:ocl been 
met in the way this proposal has been met, and 
told that they had better ws.it until some 1·ersons 
of influence and n1eans gave a large snn1 of money 
for the purpose of endowing that system of educa-

tion,. the colony would probably have suffered 
very materiallv from that time until the present. 
Bnt that is no argument at all. It would be folly 
to w.1it until some wealthy man snbscrihes a sum 
of mnne:' before we establiHh a nnhersity, if a 
uniYersity is necessm·y, and I think most of us 
agree t'li>t it is. I have not heard any member 
oppJse the motion on principle. 

The Ho:-<. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: Except 
the Premier. 

l\Ir. GLASSEY: Except the Premier, as 
the bon. gentleman says. Perhaps his speech 
might be construed in such'' way as if he was 
opposed to edncation in general; but other hon. 
members who have addressed the House have not 
done so. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I rise to 
make an explanation. I understood the hon. 
member to say that I opposed thit> motion on 
principle. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I said the speech of the hon. 
g-entleman might be construed that way. 

The PRE::VIH2R: Oh; the hon. member may 
construe my speech any way he likes ; I know 
what I said, auc! what will be reported. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. W. 
Pattison) : But, :l\'Ir. Speaker, the leader of the 
Opposition interjected that the Premier did object 
to the motion on principle. 

The SPE~\KER: The hon. member for Bun­
danba io in poo.;;ession of the floor. 

J\Ir. GLASSEY: I say that with the excep­
tion of the Premier, all hon. members who have 
addressed the House on this r1uestion have 
appro1·ed of the principle of establishing a univer­
sity, and the only argurnent advanced against the 
motion is that it is inopportune. That argument 
h.ts been ad ntnced againRt ahnost every mea<:;:ure 
of reform in the past. If it is desirable that a 
university should be established, surely it is not 
too much to ask that the matter should be 
inquired into by a Hoyal commission. I presume 
th:1t inqniry will take some time, and if it should 
be found, after the commission ha,·e investigated 
the matter, that the State cannot afford the 
nece--.wy funds for the establishment of such an 
institution, then it will be time enoug·h for thi,; 
House to nbject. But all we are asked to do 
now is to affirm that such an institution should 
be estahli,;hed, and that the ner'eosary inquiries 
should be made as to how and where it should 
be established. It has been mentioned by the 
Premier that there are many highly cultured 
men here who have come from the old country, 
ancl who cannot obtain employment suitable to 
their tastes or inclinations. Of that I have no 
doubt, and I have no doubt that in his official 
experience the hon. gentleman has met persons of 
tlmt class; but it does not follow that because a 
man is erlHcated he should be ashamed to work. 
In my travels through this colony I have met 
rnu.ny n1en \Vorking in gold rnines \Vho were of 
the hig·hest attainmentR. I have met them at 
Charters Towers, Gym pie, and other places; and 
I maintain that no matter how highly a man 
may be educakd, if he cannot find employment 
suitable to his attaimuents, it is no disgrace to 
him to take his pick and shovel, if need be, and 
earn his living-thctt is, if he were physically 
capable of doing quch work-and indeed he woHld 
not be doing- justice to himself or to society 
g-enerally if he did not buckle to and work 
for his own nmintenance anrl support. It is not 
necessar:# that I should tell yon the different 
kinds of work that I hnve engag€d in since I 
have been in th~ colony, and I do not pretend 
to be a highly cultured person. I have done 
pick and shovel work, and work that might be 
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considered far rougher than that, and I do not feel 
the le:1st disgracerl. If I was out of this House 
to-morrow, I would not feel the least ashamed, 
or feel that the slightest stigma was cast upon my 
family, if I had to go down a coal mine and work 
with my pick for a living as I have done in times 
past. It is no arg·ument at all to say that because 
we have a number of individuale here who h"se 
been well educated, and who cannot find suitable 
work, that we should not have a university. 
As has been said by my hon. friend the member 
for Charters Towers, Mr. Rutledge, we do not 
require large palatial building-s for an institution 
of this kind. The modern ideas as to universities 
are altogether different from what they were a 
few years ago. I will state my experience and 
the result of mv obsen ations on those matters. 
Of course, in t.he r~ast it was considered, and 
properly considered, that a man could not afford 
to send his son or daughter to one of these institu­
tions unless he was in a fair position in life and 
had a decent income. But some years ago the 
Univer"ity of Cambridge adopted the practice­
finding that men in humble life, particularly 
the arti8an classes and those who were employed 
in manual labour, could not afford to send their 
sons and daughters to that institution-of des­
patching professors to the different portions of 
the countrv to establi~h classes and give lectures. 
Thu 'Classes were established in the various centres 
of population. In the part I <'::tme from, Nor· 
thumberland, during the last ten years, these pro­
fessors have been labouring zealously in those 
classes. Paper'' treating on different subjects 
are given, and the students return them weekiy or 
monthly, a.s the case may be, and when the session 
is over, the students obtain their reward ~,cc0rding 
to their merits. And not only the men attend 
these lertnres; butthecolliers' wives and daughters 
also attend, and receive the prizes which their 
ability entitles them to. 'That is the manner in 
which higher erluc:ttion is attained, to a large 
extent, in the old country to-day, and it will be 
found that; in a young cmnmunity like we are, 
where the necessary means for establishing a 
university on the sc.ctle which oome persons seem 
to anticipate will be established cannot he spared, 
the next best thing is to do as Cambridge, and I 
believe Oxford, are n•Jw doing, and despatch pro­
fessors to various centres to es+.rtblish classes, 
which the sons and daughters of the humblest 
persons may attend, and obtain learning and 
culture in this way which they could not other· 
wise obtain. 

Mr. l\IURPHY: That will not be a university 
[Lt all. 

Mr. GLASSEY: That would be a university 
properly and practically carried out for the 
benefit of the people, otherwise in many places 
it would be impossible for the children of poor 
parents to obtain a knowledge of the higher 
branches of learning. I cannot pass from this 
qtwstion without referring to some persons with 
whom I am particularly aCC[nainted, and who, like 
myself, have felt the want of higher culture and 
training. I refer to a gentleman who has made 
his mark in the history of his country-a person 
with whom I was associated for many years in 
the old land, and who. like myself, worked in a 
coal mine. I refer to one of the labour members 
of the House of Commons, Mr. Burt. He has 
been in Parliament for the last fifteen yea.rs, and 
has made a fair name for himself ; but I am 
convinced that on many occasions he has deeplv 
felt the want of higher edu~atio:1 and higher 
intellertual training than he received in the very 
peculiar circumstances in which he was placed 
when a youth. 'l'ake another case, that of J\.Ir. 
Crawford, who has also been a coal miner, and 
who is now a member for one of the divisions of 
the county of Durham. He is a man of con-

siderable ability ; but he also must have felt 
his want of a univer::,ity training. 'l,here iR 
also the cn.se of J\.Ir. ]fenwick, who is a friend 
of mine. He has made hi" way from the coal 
mines to the British Parliament, and, like the 
others, would have made a greater mark in the 
affairs of his country and of the world, bad 
he had the facilities which are mentioned in 
the motion before the House for ac[[uiring 
a higher education. Take another coal-miner, 
Benjamin Piclmrd, who represents Normanby, 
in the countv of York. He also must have 
felt the want of a better training to tit him 
for the work in which he is noR~ engaged as a 
legislator. Take, also, another man of consicler­
ableabilit>', Henry Broadhurst, whom I remember 
working with his trowel in London in 1872. He 
also is a man of immense ability, and of such 
ability and capacity that ::\fr. Gladstone when 
he came into power in 1883 took him into his 
Ministry as Under Secretary fo State for 
the Home Department. Every one of those 
men, with whom I am acquainted, must, like 
myself, have felt the want of higher culture 
and training· than they have received. I have 
no hesitation in saying that if a university 
is established-on a moderate scale, of course­
and is carried out on the lines I have men· 
tinned, so that persons in outside districts, 
who are unable to attend the central institu­
tion in Brisbane, may have lecturers sent out 
to them to establish classes such as I have 
mentioned-I say that if that is carried out 
in a practical manner considerable good must 
result from the establishment of an institution of 
that kind. I do not know that it is necAssary to 
prolong this discussion, but I think most. of the 
members of this House, and most of those now 
listening to this debate who are not members 
of the House, must have read with a great degree 
af interest the life of that splendid sta.tesman 
who unfortunatelv fell under the assassin's hand 
in America a few years ago. I refer to General 
Garfiel<!. Those who have read that man's life 
must know the enormous struggles which be 
\vent through with a view of obtaining a uni ver­
sity training, and most of those who have 
read that life must have been struck by the 
splendid conrage, tremendous perseverance, and 
indomitable pluck which that man possessed. 
But notwithstanding all his pluck, courage, 
perseverance, and ability if he had n0t had the 
advantage of institutions such as we are urging 
the establishment of ht.re, he would not have 
been able to obtain the necessary information 
and knowledge to enable him to climb to the 
very summit ot fame, and to the highest 
position in his country. :Vlany of his country­
Inen of similar character h 'Ve undergone great 
toil and difficulties in order that they might 
acquire the necee"try information to enable 
them to advance the social and political well­
being of that great country on ~he other side 
of the Atlantic. I trust there wrll be no party 
spirit infused into this matter, ;mrl that both 
sides of the House will join with the leader of 
the Oppoeition and at least affirm the prin­
ciple he advocates, and the desirability of the 
appointment of the Royal commission suggested. 
Of course it will take time before the matter 
can be worked out and before much expense 
can be entailed; but if we agree jointly that 
such an institution should he established the 
first step will be gained. Therefore, I trust 
no impediment will be thrown in the way hy the 
Government, and that each member will have per· 
feet freedom to ''ote as his mind and conscience 
dictates. I have no doubt that if an institution 
of this character is establishe<l great good will 
result from it-as great good as has resulted 
from the splendid system of education we have 
already established in our midst. 
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Mr. MURPHY said: Mr. Speaker,-It was 
not my intention to speak upon this subject at 
all, ag I have no wish to prolong the debate. I 
would not speak now but for an interjection 
made by the lead2r of the Opposition, and which 
will no doubt get into Hansard, to the effect 
that my hon. friend, the leader of the Govern­
ment, objected to the principle of the establi,,h­
ment of a university in this colony. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH : I did 
not say that merely by way of interjection. 

Mr. MURPHY: The hon. gentleman, of 
course, wants to nmke the a"'mrtion that my hem. 
friend, the Premin, is opposed to the principle of 
the establishment of a unive1·•ity in this colony. 
~ow, I well know that that hon. gentlem!m 
1s not opposed at all to the principle of the 
establishment of a university here, nor do I 
think that the majority of hon. members pre­
sent are opposed to it. I think we ate pretty 
well all agreed that, when the proper time 
arrives for the establishment of a university in 
this colony, it will lw a matter that this Hr"'"e 
and the people of the colony will be very glad to 
as•ent to. The hon. member who has just sat 
down does not appear to understand at all 
what a universit_1,· is. He thinks you can give 
a university training by sending peripatetic 
lecturere about the country giving lectures here 
and there. The hon. member thinks that by 
that means we can educate people up to a 
university standard. I ask any hon. member in 
this Hrmse who has had a university education, 
whether he got his training in that way, and 
whether he does not know that it is impossible 
for any man or woman to be educated for any 
profession, or attain the very highest class of 
education, in :> spasmodic way like that? The 
idea is simply fLhsnrd and impossible, \Vhat a 
university really means is an establishment where 
daily and hourly study will go on, and where 
there will be no intermittent work ; there must 
be nothing of that kind. There must be lectures 
given to and attended by the student.s day after 
day--

Mr. GLASSEY: :For the whole year round? 
Mr. MUllPHY: No; not for the whole year 

round. 
The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: Have you 

ever heard of the University of London? 
Mr. }fURPHY: Yes ; I have heard of the 

University of London; and I ask has a degree 
of the University of London ever yet conferred 
any distinction upon any man? 

The HoN. Sm S. W. G lUF.B'ITH: Yes. 
Mr. MURPHY : Does the degree of the 

U~iversity of London carry with it the same 
wmght as a degree of the University of Oxford, 
Cambridge, Edinburgh, or Dublin? 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GRIYFITH: It is a 
great deal better in the past degree. 

Mr. MURPHY: I cannot agree with the hon. 
gentlemen at all. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GRI.B'FITH: The hon. 
gentleman can know nothing about it. 

Mr. MURPHY : Of course, I do not. Any 
person who differs from the opinion of the leader 
of the Opposition knows nothing about the 
subjed ; that is taken for granted, and, of 
course, I take it for granted that I know nothing 
at all about this subject. \Vhat the hon. 
gentlem"n appears to be st-riving to do by 
this resolntion is to establish an exn.mining; 
body in this colony. The London University 
is, of conrse, an examining body, purely and 
simply; but you must remember that in England 

they have large collegiate institutions all over 
the country from which thfly can draw qtudents 
to be examined by this "London University 
Exa.n1ining Board,'' as we may call them. 
Where, in the country parts in this colony, are 
we going to find colleg-iate in,titutions to educate 
students for examinations by this proposed board? 
Thehon. member for Bundanba appercred to think 
that, by sending peripatetic lecturers about the 
country, they would sufficiently educate students, 
in the far-off parts of the colony, to pass the exami­
nations •et by this board. I will ask any lawyer 
in this House if, when a man wants to become a 
lawyer, he must not be brought up in the midst of 
law? He cannot pick that up for himself. It is 
impossible. I would ask any medic3l man if he 
could acquire the nece.,sary training to obtain 
his diploma on the Barcoo, even if you send 
half-a-dozen different lecturers to lecture in that 
part of the colony. You must have a school 
that he can attend day after day, if he is to 
acquire the ilecessary knowledge to enable him 
to compete with the men who are educated in 
the hig-her schools. There is no use giving a 
man an inferior class of nni versity education, 
because it will be of little or no use to 
him in after life. \V e want to tmin men 
for the professions more especially, and unless 
you establish a university which will give the 
very highest class of education, and enable men 
to rise to the summit of their professions, I 
do not think we would be doing any good 
for the colony. If we are going to establish 
a university at all it must be on the same footing 
as those established in other colonies, otherwise 
the very flower of our youth will go to other 
univel'8ities. Although the University of Mel­
bourne has been praised to a great extent by 
hon. members speaking here to-night, and, 
although the number of students attending 
it is very large, . still a very large propor­
tion of the young men of Victoria go to 
l~ngland for their higher education. They 
may matriculate in the :Melbourne University, 
and pass their first and second year's examina­
tions there, which connt in the universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge, but then they go home to 
finish their education. And why? Because of 
the prestige attaching to those universities. In 
the same way you will find here, if you establish 
the institution which the hon. member in his 
resolution appears to wish to establish-an 
examining body the passing of whose examina­
tions will carry no prestige whatever-it will be 
a failure. It will be almost valueless to the men 
who obtain degrees. What men of ability 
hanker after is the prestige that is attached to 
the deg-ree, and that goes almost universally with 
the university at which they are taught. By 
establishing merely an examining body, we 
shall do little or nothing for the higher educa­
tion of the people. I would like to see a 
university established here. I would like to see 
the State endow it either with land or with a 
sum of money. I would like to see the State put 
up the proper buildings, and vote large sums of 
money yearly for scholarships to the different 
public schools of the colony, and to the grammar 
schools-such sums as will allow the pick of our 
boys out of all our schools to be able to live in 
the universities and go through their course of 
education. That is the sort of uni venity I 
should like to see establi,hed. I do not think 
these peripatetic lecturers will do any good. I 
do not think an examining body will do any good. 
I think our young men will still go to Melbourne 
and Sydney for their instruction. Of course there 
is another point of view to look at it from 
and that is this: 1n establishin~ a university the 
question of site also comes in. In Victoria, 
New South \V ales, and South Australia, there 
is only one centre, but in this colony which is of 
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much greater extent than New South "\V ales or 
Victoria, \ve have n10re than one centre, in fact, 
we have very diverse intereets and conditions 
an~ if we 'establish a university simply in 
Bnsbane, other parts of the colony have a 
perfect right to say, ""\Ve object to our money 
being devoted to the establishment of a uni ver­
sity in any one part of the colony." 1 nm quite 
sure there nre many persons in Brisbane who 
would not be at all favoumble to the idea of 
a university if it was to be established at 
Rock ham pton. 

Mr. HYNE: I would prefer Glaclstone. 
Mr. MURPHY : I have no doubt the h<m, 

member would prefer Maryborough to Gladstone. 
Mr. HYNE: I think Glaclstone would be a 

very nice place. 
Mr. l\IUHPHY: Although I did not hear the 

speech of the leader of the Opposition, still I 
gather from what has been said what he was 
driving at. I think that until the colony is in a 
position to properly endow a university and 
properly bnild it, it is very much better for us 
to let the matter rest an cl' leave matters where 
they are. I am quite sure those persons who 
wish to have their sons educated in the higher 
walks of the professions will prefer to send them 
to univer,,ities that have some prestige attached 
to them, that will g~ve them aa soon as they have 
got clel'\'rees, a standmg at once in the professions 
to whwh they belong, and in the eyes of the 
public. 

Mr. DRAKE said: Mr. Speaker,-! shall 
v~te for the motion, in the hope and belief that it 
Will be one step towards establishing a university 
such a,, the leader of the Opposition described in 
his speech, and in the hope, certainly, that it 
will not lead to the establishment of such a 
unil·ersity as the hon. member for Barcoo seems 
so much to admire. 'Vhat we want, and what I 
understand the leader of the O]Jposition so 
much desires, is a university which will 
enable young men to become better educated 
to develop their faculties, and a place wher~ 
they can be taught theoretical and practi­
cal s~ience; not a university where they will 
get Simply a stamp and prestige, so that they 
may enter one of the professions and obtain a 
standing at once because they have been educated 
at Oxford or Cambridge. That is what the 
hon. member for Barcoo seems to think the most 
desirable kind of universitv. The men who 
have had their university training and have got 
the prestige and stamp on them, are just the 
men described by the Chief Secretary when 
he says_ the place is overrun with university 
men wrthout means who cannot earn their 
living. ·what use. h~s it b~en to them ? They 
have had the trarmng whwh has put a stamp 
on them and given them a tone, and they 
have gone out into the world unable to enrn 
their iiving outside the groove in which they 
were placed, and as soon as they get out here 
and have to fight their own battles in the world 
their education is useless-worse than useless' 
b:cause it mftkes their po,·erty all the mor~ 
brtter. 

Mr. MURPHY: You think yonr system would 
have made those men better than they are? 

Mr. DRAKE : I think if those men had 
had a university education such as the leader 
of the Opposition describee, they would have a 
much better opportunity of obtaining a living. 
The hon. member for Barcoo evidently, at 
present, has not much idea of any university 
except such as he describes. where classes ar~ 
carried on day by day, month by month, and 
year by year. Now, what we want is an in­
stitution where men can have an opportunity 
of improving whatever natural ability they may 

possess, and of making up the deficiency in their 
early education. I add my views to thuse ex­
pressed by a number of members of this Chamber 
who have regretted the disaclvnntages under 
which they have suffered from want of early 
education. I suppose there are very few who 
have had to work harder than I have to make 
up for defects in early education, and I can 
sympathise with any man who is desirous to 
improve and make himself a hotter man than 
he is. Such n university as the hon. member 
for Barcoo referred to would give a man no 
such advantage. I believe in a university where 
a man can work in any way he likes-in " 
college affiliated with the university or in his 
own room at night, in order to qualify himself, 
and if he can pass the examination, let him rank 
just the same as the man who has been attend­
ing the classes all the year round. Let us have a 
university which will make a man really better 
-not one which will give him a diploma to make 
others believe he is better. Let us go in for a 
system which will improve a man, and not one 
which will give him a diploma or degree, to 
enable him to go up and down saying, "I mu't 
be a good man. I have got this. I pa"cd the 
examination in this college." I shall support the 
resolution of the leader of the Oppo.sition, in the 
belief that it will ultimately lead to the estab­
lishment of a college of the kind I have referred 
to. There is only another word I wish to say. 
I took the liberty the other night of expressing the 
opinion that the colony in its spending of money 
was extravagant where it ought to be parsimonious, 
and wa::; somethne::; parRin1oniou;;; in cases where it 
might be excused for being a little extravagant; 
and when w~ get to this subject of education, we 
find that a great many hon, members are in­
clined to beveryparEimonious. "\Ve have been told 
to-night that one objection against this ]Jroposition 
is the state of our finances-that the finances of 
the colony cannot afford it. I beg leave to differ 
from that. Of course, I do not want to tftlk any 
more about the deficit, as that has been talked of 
sufficiently to-night. "\V e know that there is a 
deficit; but I say the colony is wealthy. There 
is any amount of wealth in the colony, and the 
only question is how much tlw State will take. 
I say the State has a perfect right to take 
by taxation whatever money is necessary in 
order to carry out a work that is for the 
benefit of the whole colony; and if there is 
not sufficient money in the Treasury it is simply 
because sufficient money has not been raised by 
taxation. The difficulty is that it is not the 
amount of money raised by taxation, hut the 
unequal incidence of taxation which people 
object to. I would not go in for putting one 
penny more of a burden through the Custom­
house, becaw;e that falls mainly upon the 
working classes; but if you will get your revenue 
from the proper source by means of taxation, I 
say the country can and will willingly bear a 
great deal more taxation. 

The MINISTER FOH MINES AND 
"\VORKS: What are the sources? 

Mr. DRAKE: Re;tlised wealth, whether in 
landed property or dividends, or in any other 
form. There is no difficulty whatever in taxing 
wealth if we are only willing to do it. There is 
not the slightest douht that if a land tax had 
been imposed years and years ago, as was sug­
gested by a very prominent politician, there 
never would have been any trouble about want 
of money to carry out any good purpose. The 
enormous increase in the value of land, through 
the unearned increment, would have been amply 
sufficient to do everything that the colony could 
possibly rer1uire to be clone, and we should not 
be told now, when a provosal such ns this to 
provide for better educating our people, comes 
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before the House, that we cannot do it because 
we have not got the money. There is money, 
and plenty of money, if we can only get a 
(}overninent Rtrnng enou·;h: and 'vith courage 
enough to introduce a ]>roper system of taxation. 
I willingly support the resolution, beccouse I 
think it will be eo step in the right direction, and 
before very long I think the Government '.l'ill 
come to see that it should take steps in some way 
so as to provide the necessary fllnd.s for starting 
such a. univer,,ity as has been sugge~ted. 

Mr. PHILP said: Mr. Spuker,-I do not 
wish to give a silent vote on this qneotion, and as 
I cannot support the leader of the Opposition, I 
simply give my reasons for not doing so. _\t the 
present time, if in any part of the colony the 
residents want to get a small prim:cry school, they 
~ave to subscribe one-fifth of the money; and if 
m the larger towns the people want higher 
education for their children, and wish to found 
a grammar school, they have to find one-third 
of the money. Then if people want to provide 
still higher education, why sl10uld they not sub­
scribe some part of the mon' y '! The leader 
of the Opposit.ion, I consider, has commenced 
at the wrong end. I think he ought to have felt 
the pulse of the people of QueensLtnd first to see 
how much money they were prepared to sub­
scribe, and then he might have come before Par­
liament. There is no doubt tlmt if there is a 
university it will be established in Brisbane, and 
soitshould be. Brisbaneisthecapitalnfthe colony, 
and the largest population resides there, and it 
is from Brisbane that the bulk of the students 
would come. I ,ay that the people of Brisbane 
should start and raise subscriptions, and then see 
whether the Government are prepared to sub­
sidise it. Ii something of that sort is done, I 
shall be only too willing to give my vote for 
granting a similar 8Um by Parliament. I wonld 
go even further, and give the land besides the 
money; but I believe that the leader of the 
Opposition, in first asking Pttrliament to take steps 
to e~tahli~h a uni ver·,ity, is beginning at the wrong 
end. I belie..-e in helping those who help them­
selves, ancl if the State is going to clo everything 
for the people of the colony, in time there will be 
nothing- left for the people to do for themselves. 
I think this w.ts the first colony in the Australian 
group to g·ivc free education. 

The Hox. Sm S. \V. GRI:FFITH: And the 
last to have a university. 

1\Ir. PHILP : The leader of the Opposition 
told us that when ~ ew South \V ales commenced 
suhsidising the university of Sydney there were 
only 400,000 people in tlw whole of Austra­
lia. It >Yas more difficult for the people in 
Anstrali:t at that time to go to Sydnev 
to receiYe the beuefits to be deprived from 
that university t.han it is now for the people of 
Queensland to go to Sydney. \Ve knpw that 
Brisbane is not the whole of the colony, and the 
people in th£ other lXtrts of the colony, if they 
ha>·e to send their children from lYiaryhorough, 
Rockhmnpton, or further north, would prefer 
sending- them to a cooler climate. The hon. 
member fm Bnndanbtt spoke about the univer­
sities in the old country sending ont lecturers, 
and that if! what the Government are doing 
now. In tlH~ n1ining centres we have nlineralogi­
cal lecturers going about deli v~ring scientific 
lectures. That is done in Charters Towers, 
Gympie, and Herberton. The Government 
have done well. At the pre>0nt time we ht1ve 
in the colony one of the most lcccrnt l geologists 
in the colonies, \Ve have a. uJeteorologist second 
to none in the colonies, and the Government 
have lately appointed a,, inspector of fisheries, 
Mr. Saville Kent, a gentleman of grmct ability. 
I would like to see the Government assisting 
anyone outside trying to build a university, but 

lot the wealthy people in the colony first sub­
s0ribe money, and then the Government can be 
asked to do their part. 

The COLONIAL TRE <\SURER said: Mr. 
Speaker,--This is a question upon which I be­
lieve a number of hon. members of this House 
expect me to speak; but I do not see that 
the motion of the leader of the Opposition 
will seriously tax the Trcctsury, and, therefore, 
there is no call upon me in this matter, as I do 
not need to defend the Treasury. Possibly as one 
of tho·'e members of the House who know least 
about universities, I may be able to give an 
imparti>tl opinion. The university from which 
I have had to lercrn has been my e'eryday 
life in travelling through the world. I listened 
carefully to the hon. member for Bundanba, 
and the hon. member for Enoggera, who can­
didly admitted their defects with regard to 
education; and I think I may take some little 
credit to myself, seeing that I ht1ve not had even 
the adva,ntages those two hon. members have had 
in that respect. Since I vms eight years of age 
I never had a chance of receiving any education, 
except whttt I have acquired in my road through 
life. Possibly it might have been to my advan­
tag-e if the ])resent educational system had been 
in force whei1 1 was r, boy; but possibly if I had 
learned more I might not have been so useful a 
man in the district in which I have resided so 
long. 

HoxoUllABLE MEiiiBERH of the Opposition: 
Yes. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I desire, 
~Ir. Speaker, to express my own opinions, 
even though they .may differ from those of 
other hon. members. I am speaking of my 
own experience. I say that, while we should 
do all we possibly c"n to give our sons and 
daughters the greatest advantages \VB cn,n in 
the way of education, we should not slavishly 
follow what is done in older countries and 
more wealthy communities. \Ve should not do 
a thing simply because it has been done in J'.J ew 
South \Vales, Victoria, and South Australia. I 
have not been present during the whole of the 
debate, having had some important business to 
do outside, but I heard the opening speeches, as 
well as those which have been delivered lately. 
One remark that struck me very forcibly was 
that the question of money was not a matter for 
immediate consideration. But if the motion 
is carried, what will be the ultimate result? 
\Ve know very well thttt if a commr;;swn is 
appointed they will be forced to go to the 
Treasurer. Though it is not necessary for 
the Treasurer on this occasion to oppose the 
motion, it may be necessary that he should 
oppose the adoption of such a report as the 
commission must necessarily make. He will 
have to seriously consider how he is to find the 
money to carry out the recommendation of 
the commission, because th,~re is no doubt 
that their report will affirm the desirability of 
nrrying into effect tbe motion moved by the 
leader of the Oppm;ition. There is only one 
occasion dnr·ing my parliamentary career-not " 
very long one-where a commission was divided 
in opinion, and that was on the sugar question. 
Then the con1n1issionerR brought up two reports; 
but in all other cases that have come under 
my observ,ction, the report of the committee 
or commission has been what the mover of 
the motion for their appointment intended­
namely, a report in favour of the motion he 
mPved. I think that, with our large colony and 
sparse population, a nni versity is a matter to 
he considered in future yeard. It ha.; been 
properly pointed out that the wealthy men of 
the colony should contribute first t'l show how 
earnest they are in regard to the establishment of 
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a unh·ersity. Many hon. members appear to 
presume that there is a lot of wealth poss0ssed 
by a few people in this colony; but they make 
the mistake of confoumling presumed wealth 
with ascertrtined wealth. \Ve have not been long 
enough in existence as a colony to enn,ble very 
many men to realise actual wealth. I am sup­
posed to be one of those lucky men. Possibly, 
to some extent, I may be; but I should be 
pleased to ;find tlmt the wealth a number of 
people credit me with-supposed wealth-was 
actual ascertained wealth. The hon. member 
for Rnnggera 1nust not confuse himself, or 
endeavour to. confuse others, by presuming that 
many men w1th supposed wealth are as wealthy 
as he imagines. I know it is a matter of 
envy in some cases, but it is not a matter of 
envy with me. ·wealth is a very good thing if 
used wisely and well ; but sometimes the posses­
sion of we~lth, or supposed wealth, creates tt 
feeling of envy, and vou need not go outside 
the walls of this Chainber to find that envy. 
I think the debate on the Financial State­
ment clearly shows that a spirit of envy exists. 
But I say, let it be n,;certained wealth, and 
then let steps be taken to see how far those 
who are supposed to possess wealth will re­
spond to the application for contributions. 
Speaking for myself, when the proper time 
cmnes, if there is anything like u. general 
response on the part of the po,;sessors of wealth, 
I shall be willing to bear my part; but I say 
that if a motion of this sort is carried, it should 
not be carried on the supposition that the cmn­
mission will not call on the Treasurer to find 
the money. I agree with the hon, member for 
Townsville, ·Mr. Philp, who suggested that 
we sh<>uld fir .>t see how far the public outside 
are prepared to contribute according to their 
means. \Ve shonlrl give those individuals who 
are supposed to possess wealth the opportunity of 
saying, "I approve of the establishment of a 
university, and, in order to shrnv my earnestness, 
I am willing to give so rnuch." \Ye can irnagine 
the practical effect of carrying out that sugges­
tJOu. If that plan is adopted I shall be willing 
to respond liberally ancl well-from presumed 
wealth, and not from ascertained wealth ; but, 
as far as I understand the motion of the leader 
of the Oppo:;ition, it simply means an assault on 
the Treasury. So far the Treasury is safe but 
when the motion reache" another stage poo~iblv 
somebody el,;e possessing the keys of the Treasury 
may have to defend the position. 

Mr. ISA:\1BERT said: Mr. Speaker,-\Vith 
the exception of that of the la"t speaker all the 
speeches in opposition to this motion ha've been 
quite beside the question ; and, to some extent, the 
Colonial Tre.:tsurer'' ~peech was beside the ques­
tion, because the motwn does not at once involve 
an attack on the Treasury. It will take some time 
to ascertain how, and in what manner, and to 
what extent, and what steps are to be taken to 
e,;tablish this university so as to render it suitable 
to the requirements o'f the colony. I thought 
the proposition would go almost without question, 
that there would not be a single dissentin~ voice 
n,gainst it; and I was really astonished t~ hear 
the decided opposition of the Premier to it. He 
somewhat deprecated the idea of scientific edu­
cation. But ~vould a young man engaged in 
pastoral pnrsmts be the woroe for having a correct 
knowledge of animal pathology, to combat with 
the various diseases and ailments of his herds and 
flock?? \Vonld he be the worse for having cor­
rect mform::ttwn on botany, on meteorology, on 
geology, on chemistry, on mathematics on 
geometry? \Vith reference to those eng;,g~d in 
agricultural pursuits, we know that at une time 
a commission was appointed to inquire into the 
diseases of the sugar-cane ; and, although we 
have been fortunately free from those plagues, 

we do not know when the time may come 
when we must take this matter in hand 
again. At present we are simply putting 
thinge off until the clanger is at our very door. 
It is the sttme as the reasonings of those who are 
opposed to '"defence force; becau,e, there is no 
da,nger now, we shonld not provide against it. 
But when the enemy is at hand, there io no time 
to provi<le for a defence force. \Voulrl a sugar 
phuter be the worse for some correct informa­
tion :111 chemistry, and how to apply it to the 
operations on his plantation? The same ques­
tion might also be asked with regard to gold­
mining. But, to bring the matter home to the 
lower avenues of labour, would a tailor or a 
shoemaker be any the worse for having artistic 
knowledge as to how to clothe the human fom_J, 
and how to make a proper shoe to smt 
the feet? \Vould any man engaged in poli­
tics be any the worse for having more correct 
information on 8ocial science and political 
economv? \Ve have heard speeches made on 
both sick, of the House about our terribly 
crushing bxation, which, after all, is only about 
1 ~s. pe1· head of the population ; but they are 
altoo·ether blind to the £1G per head which we 
pay" for imported goods. ~Many things we do 
not make here simply hecan~e we lack the 
necessary information. Dr. Livingstone, ·we all 
know, acquired his first knowledge while working 
in a weaving factory, but afterwards he had 
recourse to those excellent educational establish­
ments for which Scotland is celebrated. \Vhy 
do we find Scotchmen pressing to the front 
in every position in life? It is owing to their 
excellent educational system, to the facilities 
given to everyone to acquire the best instruction. 
I am really mrprised tlmt the Government c~n 
oppose this propo,;ition. They seem to entertam 
fears on account of the Treasury. They are 
somewhat disappointed with the results of their 
own economy. They ha Ye not reduced the deficit 
as <juickly as they expected, because they com­
menc,,d at the wrong end. They ought to have got 
at that £1G per head of imports, and by establishing 
a prOJ>er systDm of protection kept a portion of 
that money in the country. I am sure the hon. 
member for Stanley was quite right when he 
said in honwly, terse Ian~nage that the Govern­
ment were going to kill themselves by nursing 
the Treasury too much. 

Mr. CO\VLEY said: Mr. Speaker,-I regret 
very much indeed that I cannot vote for this 
motion. I thoroughly endorse all that the leader 
of the Opposition said in favour of it, and I 
sincerely trust that at some futnre time the 
country will be able to build a university. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: There is no 
question of building a univer><ity. A uniYersity 
does not consist of buildings, but of men and 
WOIT18ll, 

Mr. COWLEY: But buildings must be erected 
for the professors, and that will involve the 
expenditure of a very large sum of money, which 
the colony at the pres nt time is nnahle to pay. 
:For th:1t reason I shall vote against the motion. 
\Vith re~;arcl to the fact that a university was 
established in Sydney when the population of the 
whole of Australia was not larger than the present 
population of Queerubnd, it must be borne in 
mind that at that time the nt·:nc><t universities 
were in the old country, and that it was very 
difficult and vel"' costly to get there. Now we 
can send our children to colonial nni versities, 
and I maintain that it is no more expensive for 
the people in this colony to send them to Sydney 
or JHelbourne than it would be to send them 
to Brisbane. lf there had been no univer­
sities in the colonies, we should be justified in 
building one; but while there are so many within 
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easy rea.ch, I consider that it would be in ad vis­
able to increase our already too heavy taxation 
by providing for a university. 

Mr. l\fELLOR said: Mr. Speaker,-I should 
like to say a few words on the subject. The 
resolution certainly has my symp~thy, and I am 
somewhat surprised to see the Government 
opposing· it. It has been stated that we are the 
only colony of our size and population in the 
British Empire that has not got an institution 
of this kind. It has also been stated that we 
can enjoy the advantages of similar institu­
.tions in Sydney and Melbourne. I do not 
see why we should remain dependent on the 
other colonies. We are a little too much depen­
dent on them, not only with regard to universi­
ties, hut with regard to other matters as welL 
I would like to see the Government take steps in 
reference to the establishment of a mint, to 
enable us to manufacture our own gold. I do 
not know how long we are to remain dependent 
on the other colonies in th<tt respect. 'With 
regard to the views expressed by the hon. the 
Colonial Treasurer <tnd the hon. member for 
Townsville, that the people of (/ueensland should 
first initiate the universitv I think it is for 
Parliament to initiate ar:y nndert<tking of 
that kind. I believe if there w<ts any indi­
cation of that kind given to the people 
of . Queensland, they would at once sub­
SCribe very largely towards the institution, 
especially when we remember that we have had 
petitions presented from all over the colony in 
favour of its establishment. As to the statement 
that the poor men of the colony would not 
be ~greeable to commencing the university, 
I thmk th>tt rs not correct. I believe the 
poor men of the colony see that it will be the 
n:eans of enabling us to complete our educa­
tH:n system, and that it will give their 
chrldren a chance of obtaining higher education. 
I bel~eve it will be a very great benefit to Qneens­
landrf the matter is t<tken up at once. At nJl 
events, if nothing fmther was done it would be 
well if some endowment in the sh~pe of grants 
of land \vere provided for this purpose. Nothing 
has been done su far, and we are <tll a~reed that 
a university must eventually be est<tblished. 
The only objection urged by the Government 
against it is that the time is inopportune, that 
we are not ripe for it; but I think it is for the 
people of Queensland generally to sav whether 
or not the time has come when a imiversity 
should be established ; and I think they have 
expressed thernsel vcs very cle<trly that in 
their opinion that time has come. I hope the 
Government will not oppose the motion. 

Mr. CASI<~Y said: Mr. Speaker,--I intend 
to support the Government in the views they 
h<tve taken on this question, and I desire to say 
a few words to exphin the reason for my vote. 
I give "'"Y to no man in my admiration for every 
form of education, and my earnest desire is th<tt 
e~ucation 'iu all its branches, including the 
hrghest, should be at the service of every man in 
this country. But, Sir, it was only l<tst night 
we had a demonstration in this House in favour 
of the federated ide<ts which we all hope to see 
carried into effect--that we may become a 
united Australian nation, not "group of isolated 
colonies; and I think it is a very narrow­
minded view to take of this que,tion, that 
because the other colonies have universities, there­
fore .":e also .should have a university. The uni­
versttres whrch have been formed in earlier years 
h3;ve ha~ the :1dv<tntage of buildings <tnd money 
wtth whrch to endow those institutions which 
have achieved a world-wide reputation. 'I think 
Sir, _thA universities of Sydney and Melbourn~ 
are, rf not on a par with the two ~reat En"lish 
universities, certainly on a par with any ;ther 

universities in the United Kingdom. At this 
early stage of our colonial life it is impossible 
for us to compete with those universities; and 
I think we itS federated Australians, as we hope 
to be, should he proud to t<tke advantage 
of the education offered by those instituti<ms, 
<tnd which I am certain afford a higher class 
of edncation th<tn we can hope to see for many 
year.,; in Queensland. I am also induced to think 
that the southern universities would be more 
acceptable to the people of this colony than one 
in a corner of this great colony, for this 
re<tson: Every parent in choosing a place where 
his sons or daughters might be educated dur­
ing that portion of their lives when their 
physical growth is of as much import­
ance almost as their mental culture, would 
select institutions sit<mted in a climate which 
would enable their physical powers to be cared 
for and developed to as great " degree as 
possible, and there i:3 no doubt that the cooler 
southern colonies lmve that effect. I think that 
there is no necessity for the comparatively sm<tll 
population settled ir QueBnsland to entertain any, 
I may say, narrow-minded jealousy towards the 
other colonies, because they h:we universities and 
we have none; and to rmh into what must be, 
at no very distant date, the very large expendi­
ture which is necessary to establioh a university 
which would not be as uoeful as those in the older 
colonies. I myself think that a mere examining 
body would be a very poor substitute for a 
university in this colony. It would be almoBt a 
farce, Sir, becmrse though some few youths or men 
might have a certain seeking after knowledge which 
would enable them to educate themselves up to the 
necessary standard to pass the examin<ttions, very 
few of that -stamp wonld be found in any com­
munity, and unless they got the assist<tnce and 
training of highly cultured men who would help 
them in their seeking after knowledge, very few 
indeed would present themselves before any 
examining body. Such a body would be of very 
little service, so far a,; the higher branches of 
education and culture are concerned; they would 
be mere ex<tggerations of the technical knowledge 
which is now being brought before the people of 
the colony in the form of the travelling dairy, and 
two nr three things of that kind. These things 
are admirable in themselves, but they <tre not 
likely to lead to any great results in the w<ty of 
higher edu<"ation, Certainly such a body would 
not be worthy of the name of a university. A 
university to be of <tny credit or use to this colony, 
must have a status which will en<tble its :Jtudents 
to take rank with the universities in the older 
colonies. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: How can 
it get that status before it begins? 

Mr. CASEY: Of course it c<tnnot get a status 
before it begins, as the hon. gentleman s<tys. But 
in this small community we have no reason to 
suppose that a university will be largely 
endowed by the wealthier colonists, and cert<tinly 
for a r~umber of years it will not receive that 
status;' its degrees. will not be held by the world, 
or by the other colonies, to c<trry that prestige­
to use a word which some rr:ernbers have objected 
to, but which I think is the proper term-which 
attaches to the degrees conferred by the uni ver­
sities in the older colonies <tncl Great Britain. I 
am not one of those who think that a high educa­
t.ion unfits a man for the work he is c<tlled upon 
to perform, but I think that a very sm<tll 
proportion of the men who have spent a 
considerable part of the most receptive 
period of their lives h<tve achieved distinction 
in the higher branches of le<trning. A very 
large portion of their time, which might be 
employed in acquiring a more practical educa­
tion than they receive at universities, io wasted. 
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The Premier was, I believe, quite correct in saying 
that many of those who have drifted to these 
shorrs and brought with them university degrees 
have proved poor coloniots. These men are un­
fitted, either through want of application or some 
deficiency in their mental training·, to follow the 
learned professions. They have probably obtained 
their degrees by a system of cram, and when 
they come out here they are very useless colonists; 
their earlier years have been spent in searching 
for a phantom, instead of acquiring a practical 
education which would have been of advantage to 
them in the business of life. The other rea,on I 
have for opposing· the motion is that the finances 
of the colony are not in a ]'osition to afford the 
necessary funds for the immediate foundation of 
a university, nor are they likely to be in that state 
for some years to come without imposing addi­
tional taxation on the people. :For the reasons I 
have given I shall support the Premier and the 
Government in the view they have taken of the 
motion proposed by the leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. SMITH said : Mr. Speaker,-I do not 
wi~h to give a silent vote on the present occasion. 
I regret very much that the time at which the 
leader of the Opposition has brought forward thi> 
motion is inopportune for the esta.bliBhment of a 
university in Queensland. I regret tha.t tte 
financial condition of the colony will not warrant 
the Government in going to the expense of 
establishing a university at the present time. I 
thoroughly appreciate every argument which the 
hon. gentleman who introduced the motion has 
advanced in regard to founding such an in&titu­
tion. I think we cannot poss1bly give too great 
facilities to our boys and girls to attain the 
higher grades of education, and the establish­
ment of a. university would, of course, be in that 
direction. I wish it to be distinctly understood 
that I would, at any time when the colony is in a 
position to incur the necessary expenditure for 

' the foundation of a university, be one of the 
first to urge upon the Government the necessity 
of establishing such an institution. Some hon. 
members seem to think that a university 
should simply be a class of examiners so 
constituted that they should be in a position 
to grant degrees similar to those conferre<l by 
the University of London and other universi­
ties, but we are not in a position to take advan­
tage of that particular kind of institution. We 
have no feeders for such an institution. In order 
that an institution of that ch,uacter should be 
a success we must have colleges throughout the 
length and breadth of the country, where stndents 
can be educated and trained to pass thenecessa.ry 
examinations and take out degrees. A universit.y 
consisting nf a body of examiners would sirn ply 
be the shadow without the substance. I do not 
think we are behind the other colonies in impor­
tance. Queensland is of a sufficiently htgh 
standing to possess a university, but we must 
look the matter stmight in the face and consider 
the question of finance. The resources of 
the colony at the present time will not 
permit of the establishment of a university, 
for the establishment of colleges would involve 
a very large expenditure of public money­
larger than we can afford at this juncture. 
We have a deficit of half a million; that 
is a very hard fact, and until we get rid of our 
deficit I think the Government are perfectly 
right in retrenching in every direction, and in 
refraining,from going into any expense which 
can for the present be allowed to pas". It is not 
an unmixed evil that students from this colony 
are obliged to go, to the other colonies to receive 
a university training. We hope that in the near 
future the colonies will be federated, and the 
intercommunication between the young people 
of the colonies, who will be our fut;:;re legislators, 
and the interchange of ideas among them will 

tend towards that object, and be an advan~ag:e 
rather than otherwise. As I have already mtl­
mated. I thoroughly sympathise. with th~ ohj~ct 
of the hon. gentleman, as I beheve a um ver.stty 
would be a good t\Iin.g for tl;e. colony; an.d as 
soon "s the colony IS m a pos1twn to establmh a 
university I shall be one of the first to support a 
nwtion having that object in view. 

:Mr. BUCKLAND ''a.id: Mr. Sp '.a.ker,­
When the question of establi,;hing a um vers1ty 
in this colony was last before the House I 
opposed it, because I thoug·ht the proposal was 
prematnre but after hearing the arguments 
adduced by the hon. genth;man :vho introd':ced 
the motion now under chscusswn, I cons1der 
that. a university will not be the cost that many 
hem. members supposed it 'Yonld be. to ~he 
colony; tha.t it will nc!t reqmr~ anythmg hke 
the amount of money for tts establishment some of 
us thought it would, nor will iti1; volve erecting the 
palatial buildings we have seen m the ol<l country. 
Durin" the course of the dehate many hon. 
o-entle~en have stated tha.t the country has 
g-iven no expression of op_iniol!- in reference. to 
the establishment of a umverstty.; hut I thmk 
those h<m. gentlemen can hardly be aw<tre of the 
fact that during the last two or three years every 
local authol"ity, every divisional board ~nd ll!u.m­
cipality has been reques~ed to state m wntmg 
whether it approv<;' or. dnmpproyes of the estab­
lishment of a umverSity, and m almost every 
case, I believe, a favourable answer has been 
received. Ro that part of the argument 
again0t it is, I think, entirely removed. The 
Premier hus stated that at present we have 
not the means to erect the buildings neces­
sary. Only in this morning's paper, I saw 
a return of the amonnt of gold sent to tJ:e 
Sydney mint durina the month of ,T nly, and, tf 
my memory serves" me correctly,_ that amount 
was something Iik'3 £240,000, of whwn Queensland 
alone contributed u pwardsof £200,000. If a country 
like Queensland, that has turned on~ that. amount 
of gold in a month, cannot afford a nmverstty, I a-.;n 
sorry for it. I can only sa.y that~ approve of th1s 
motion, bec«use it does not comnnt the country at 
once to any large expenditure of money. I~ merely 
asks for a itoyal commission to report toth1~ I~ouse 
as to the desi;·ahility or otherwise of est:"bhshmg a 
a. university. I shall support the motwn. 

Mr. PO\VEHS said: Mr. Speaker,-I have 
purposely waited for some time to hear tl;e 
opinions that might be expres,ed upon tins 
question becanse, unfortunately, I could not hear 
the whol'e of the speech of the leader of the Opposi­
tion in introducing the motion. But I have 
heard sufficient to convince me, if I wanted 
any argument to c.onvi~ce _me, that the ':'stab­
lishment of a umversrt1; 1s a very desirable 
thing. I think every r_nember of the H_ouse 
admits that the estahhshment of a umver­
sity is desirable, and that it s~ould be estab­
lished at as early a date a,, J)osstble ; but I hold 
with those who have alrea y raised arguments 
ao-ainst the resolution, and I would ask the 
l.;ader of the Opposition to answer the argu­
ment that has heen raised by the hon. member 
for Townsville, to the effect that if any poor 
people of this colony want a tltate school they 
must contribute a certain portion of the money 
before they can be even provided with th<'J 
rudiments of knowledge in any way. If they 
want to go further "nd obtain a grammar school 
they must contribute; and I ask why should not 
the wealthy, those who are abie to send .their 
sons to universities, not be asked to contnbute 
if thev want a university in Queensland, ab 
against the Sydney University? I say it is for 
the soos of the wealthy that this university is 
required, because--

The Ho:s-. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: No. 
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Mr. POWERS: '!'he leader of the Opposition 
says "K o." But I think he ought to hear the 
argument first. I say this, that there would be 
nothing to prevent him asking this Parliament 
to go to any expense to give a uni ven;;ity to 
Qneensland if every working- tnttn'~:; son in thi~ 
colony could not get, at the expense of the Stnte, a 
university education. I say that every workirw 
1nan 's Ron in this colony now can go to one of th~ 
best univer,ities in the world, leaving Oxford 
and Catnbridge out. Every \Vorldng man's son 
in this colony can get a university education, if 
he has any brains. He goes to a State school free, 
he g·oe3 to a grammar school free if he has any 
brains, anit he can go from a grammar school t'o 
a university also if he has any brains. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH : Three in 
a year. 

Mr. PO~WERS: 'l'here were only two taken 
last time, and we are informed by the J\1:inister 
for Public Instruction that if any more cmn­
petitors are capable he would, for one, be willing 
to go to the expense of providing for exhibitions, 
so that any poor man's son in thn colony would 
obtain a university education, without the State 
g·oing to the expense of eetablishing '"university 
here. In this colony of Queensland, any working 
man's son, if he has any bra,ins, can obtain a 
university education without the State going to 
an expense, which in the vresent state of the 
colony we are not justified in going to in a 
uni vert~ity. 

The Ho:s. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: That is 
not a frtct. 

Mr. POWERS: The leader of the Opposition 
says that it is not a fact. That is what I under­
stood the Minister for Pn blic Instruction to say, 
and if I am wrong he will correct rne. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. G-RIFJ:<'ITH: There are 
only three scholarships in a year. 

Mr. POWERS: Yes; at present. But the 
Minister for Public InRtruction has pledged 
himself--

The Ho:-~. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: Ko; he 
has not! 

Mr. POWERS : The Minister for Public 
Instruction said that if any more are required 
thtey will be granted. 

The Ho:-~. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: I am sure 
that he did not say so. 

The :\HNISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TIO:"r: I said I was personally quite willing to 
go to any length· to provide for other scholar­
ships, if I thought they were necessary, and I 
thought the House would agree with me. 

Mr. POWERS: Surely with that statement 
ag:-tin from the Minister for Public Instruction 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRU'FITH: It is a 
different one. 

Mr. POWERS : '!'he leader of the Opposition 
says it is a different one; but it will be for the 
country to say. I said the Minister for Public 
Instruction had pledged himself-and that gentle­
man has risen and supported my statement­
that he had done so and would recommend it. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. Gl~Ll!'FITH: No. 
Mr. PO\VERS: The leader of the Opposition 

has given me the lie direct. The House heard it 
from me, and again fL>m the :\finister for Public 
Instruction. The hon. leader of the Opposition 
has given me the lie direct, and I do not think 
he will do it again, now that the Minister for 
Public Instruction has risen in his place, and 
supported my statement. I repeat that if what 
I have stated is the state of affairs in this colony 
at present, we are not justified in going to the 
expense of a university here. The leader of the 

Opposition said, in an interjection, that he did not 
want to pledge the country to any expenditure 
Does not his re .. 'olution mean what it says? 

The Hox. Sm S. \Y. GRIFFI'l'H: When did 
I say that we did not want to pledge the country 
t(' any expenr;e ? 

~i\Ir. POW};RS: I understood that from his 
interjection-that he said he wouid not pledge 
the country to any expense. If he did not say 
so, the hon. member for Ipswich, Mr. Barlow, 
certainly did say so-that passing this reso­
lution did not pledge the country to any 
expense. 

Mr. B_'\.RLOW : It does not. 
J\Ir. POWERS: There is a difference of 

opinion, then, between the leader of the Opposi­
tion and the hon. member for Ipswich. The 
resolution says that this House is of opinion that 
a university shall forthwith be established in 
Queensland, and then-

" 'l'hat an addrc~s he pn -sented to the Governor, 
praying that Hi::; Excellcnc:· will be plemmd to HlJ)JOint 
a Roval commission to consider and report as to the 
best ¥constitution to be adopted for snch univm·sity, and 
al~o as to what endowment will be necessary at the first 
initiation thereof, and the best mt -:ms of providing such 
endO'IVment." 
I contend that in the pre cent state of the country 
those leading citizens of Brisbane who are taking 
such an active pal't in this agitation should bear 
the expense of obtaining inforrna.tion and placing 
it before this House. I say they should obtain 
that information themselves. They are wealthy 
enough to pay for obtaining it out of their own 
pockets, without asking the House to go to the 
expense of a Royal commission to obtain it. 
And when this information is obtained at the 
expense of those who are urging it, it will be time 
for us to take action. Surely they will go to that 
expehse, if their hearts are really in the work, and 
I hope that when this matter is brought before 
the House next session, as I hope it will be, 
anit every session until it is carried, those 
who wish us to believe their hurts are in this 
work will have obtained that information, and 
will also answer the question which has been 
asked by many hon. members in this House this 
evening: "How far will you contribute to the 
work which you ask Parl.iament to endow?" I 
say if they come fonv.trd with such information 
as this-if th•y come forward and say how far 
they are preparen to assist, the same ;;s they 
assist in the case of grammar schools-then they 
will have the heartiest support and sympathy of 
every member in this House, because I do 
not believe there is one member present who 
is not anxious to see a nniversity estab~ 
lished as soon as the colony can afford it. 
I intend to vote against the resolution because 
I do not believe we can now afford to establish a 
university ; and because every child in this 
colony has the chance to get ;; university educa­
tion, and I do not believe the country should go 
to the expense of a Hoyal commission to get 
information which ongl1t to be got by the 
individuals who have this matter at hectrt. vVe 
have had the divisional boardsmen referred to, 
and we know that t~ey are generally persons in 
better positions than working men. \V ell, they 
have petitioned for a university, but they have 
not said that thev will contribute anything. 
Anv person in the colony appears to he quite 
prepared to ask Parliament to do anything, but 
in these matters I think we ought t9 ask, "If 
your hearts are in the work, show it." 

The PTIEli1IETI: Put your hands in your 
pockets. • 

:Mr. POWERS : Yes. "Prove it by putting 
your hands in your pockets." 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: What 
about rail ways? 



Establishment qf [9 AuGusT.] a University. 1089 

Mr. POWERS: Railways are for the benefit 
of the country generally, and are passed here, as 
they will help everybody. They help the saw­
millers, graziers, farmers, and everyone in the 
colony, but the ec:tu blishment of a university 
here will not benefit everyone, because if we are 
to have one here everyone outside Brisbane may 
just as well, unless thev get scholarships from the 
State, go to Sydney for their higher educa­
tion. I know persons in Maryborough whose 
sons go down to Sydney for their education, 
as it is just as expensive to send them to 
Brisbane as to Sydney. If a person cannot drive 
a buggy all at once, he does not get a spring 
cart, but he waits until he can afford to get a 
buggy, and we should wait until we can provide 
a good university before we go to the expense 
suggested here. \Ve see in the }~~timates that 
the only place in the colony that up to the present 
time has ever had a grant for technical erluca­
tion is Brisbane, rtnd I say, if this question 
is put to the country-" A university for 
the few, or technical education for the many?" 
the verdict will be in favour of technical 
education for the many. I say that if this 
country has any money to spend it should be 
spent in giving technical education to the many. 
\Ve should spend it in giving technicrtl education 
in our manufacturing towns, and in our gold­
fields, because a small amount per annum spent 
in that way will benefit as many in each of those 
towns as a university will benefit altogether. I 
think we should provide technical education, 
and I should like to see the question put to the 
vote of the working men of (,lueensland-" _\re 
you in favour of the establishment of a university 
in Qneensland before the colony has provided for 
technical education?" There can be only one 
answer to the question, and it will be, '' Technice~l 
education for the many as against a university 
for the few." 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: No honest 
man would put such a question to the country. 

Mr. POWERS : The leader of the Opposition 
has the approval of members on the other side of 
the House in everything he brings forward, and 
he gets cro;' because he does not get the approval 
of hon. members on this side. Hon. members 
opposite were sent here to suvport him, but we 
on this side were sent here, believing that the 
hon. gentleman \HIS not more capable than 
anyone else in guiding the aibirs of the colony. 
\V e were sent here after telling the people 
that we did not helieve the leader of the 
Opposition could best carry on the affairs 
of the country, and that we believed that 
if other persons were placed in power they 
could carry on the Government better than the 
hon. gentleman could. Therefore I say the hon. 
gentleman is not justified in sa,'ing that resolu­
tions carried by this side, which are not in 
accord with his opinion, are Cftrried by "fraud 
and misrepresentation." That is what we were 
told by the hon. gentleman immediately after 
he indaced a majority on this side to support 
him in his opposition to a cla,use in the 
Land Bill. \Vhen he afkrwards brought for­
ward arguments in connection with the Oi vi! 
Sarvice Bill and we did not agree with them, and 
defeated an amendment he introduced he imme­
diately charged us with defeating his proposal 
by "fraud and misrepresentation." To-night he 
is angry, and shows his anger bec:mse hon: 
m em hers on this side of the Hmme do not feel 
justified in supporting his proposal for the 
establishment of a university "forthwith." 
The country sent us here because we had 
the courage of our opinions, and we are 
justified in giving expression to our opmwns 
here, even though they do not agree with 
the opinions of the leader of the Opposition 
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I intend to do so, and I am very sorry to be 
opposed to the hon. member, but when I am 
not opposed to him it will give me the greatest 
pleasure to support him. \Vhen I am con­
scientiously opposed to his views I will vo~e 
ao-ainst him in what he brings forwrtrd, even If 
h~ doeJ as he has done to-night, cast the lie 
across the House to me by contradiction. We 
have in these colonies three universities, and we 
have in this colony everything we car: pos­
sibly desire, except the proud srttisfactwn .of 
havino- a university of our own. The chief 
argm;ent I have he' .,rd for a university has 
been that we ought to be rtshamed of our­
selves because we have not lt university here. 
\Ve ought to be ~.shamed of ourselves for 
several things, but we are only a growing com­
munity, and we ca;nnot have eyerything we 
desire. I think that IS not a sufficient argument 
for the establishment of a university, and we 
should wait until we are justified in going to the 
expense. As to the benefit we should derive 
from the presence of professors of the various 
branches of h uning here, we know that already 
in this colony, \Vhen any mining matter of 
importttnce comes on, we have the best autho­
rities on mineralogy to give us their opinions. 
If anvthing connected with the farmer's or 
the pastoralist's occupation requires inquiry, 
we have the best scientists in the world to come 
here and give us advice .. It is t~e. same in co~­
nection with every questwn reqmrmg the apph­
cation of science. \V e can get scientific informa­
tion; and \\'8 can get it better than we should be 
able to do at first by the establishment of a uni­
versity here. I do not see, therefore, that that 
aro-ument altogether applies. I consider, then, 
th~t we shall be doing right to wait u.ntil we can 
afford the expense. I do regret havmg to vote 
ao-ainstthis motion, but I have given the members 
of this House, rtnd the constituents to whom I am 
responsible, my views, and I take the entire 
responsibility of their expression. I hope that 
the leader of the Opposition will believe that hon. 
members of this Rouse, when they vote agrtinst 
his resolutions, vote against them because they 
do not a! too-ether believe that, whatever opinions 
he may ch~ose to bring before the House, they 
are entirely right. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GRI:B'FITH, in reply, 
said: Mr. l:lpeaker,-If no other hon. memb:r 
desirrq to speak, I have a few words to say 1n 
reply. I shall be as brief as possible, because I 
belie ,·e there is another motion which hon. 
members are anxious to have brought on this 
evening. I may say that I am extremely dis­
appointed at the result of this deba,te. Indeed, 
if I thought the opinions expressed by hon. 
members on the other side of the House, 
and notably by Ministers who have spoken, 
were the opinions of the people of Queenslar:d, I 
should heashrtmed to be a Queenslander. Ibeheve, 
Sir it would scarcely have been credited yes­
terday that in any part of Her Majesty's do­
minions, Minister~ occupying responsible posi­
tions could be found to get up and use arguments 
such as have been used against this motion by 
some of the Ministers who have spoken. It would 
scarcely have been credited. I have seen anecdotes 
of the early times in the Americrtn States, 
anecdotes or" backwood~men who were supposed 
to have conducterl legislation in those days; 
stnrie,, told bv comic American books, and 
which are reo-arded as apocryphrtl. We 
read of those n men flouting at education, 
flouting at culture and all higher refinement, 
and those anecdotes have actually been borne 
out by the speeches made by Ministers of 
the Cr:own, standing- in their places in Parli~­
ment in Queensland, at the end of this 
nineteenth century. \Ve actually have had 
to-night a specimen of a Minister of the Crown 
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telling the Assembly that his education ceased 
when he was eight years of age, and that he really 
thought h<e had had too much th8n, and that he 
would have done better if he had not had'' so 
much. ·· 

The PREMIER : No. 

The HoN. SIR S. IV. G RIFFITH : I believe 
the actual worrls were that he would "not have 
done so well," if he had had more. That is but 
a slight variation in the wording. IVhat did the 
speech of the head of thf· Government amount to 
so far as education is concernecl? It amounted 
to this, "\Vhat is the good of education, any­
how?" 'l'hat was just ahout it. He asked us 
what was the use of higher education for cabmen 
and boundary riders. 

The PREMIER: That is not what I said. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: Yes; 
those are his words. I think that is a fair 
summary of his arguments. The fact is that 
the hon. gentleman represents a partv of reac­
tion. His idea of a State is a large number of 
persons who may be typified by the classes of 
cabmen and boundary riders-persons employed 
merely for wages-with a few persons of wealth 
who, not having much culture themselves, do 
not see the ad1ant"ge of it in others. I 
believe that if such a country is wanted, we 
s~ould have to go a very long way back in the 
history of the world to find it. It will not 
be found in any civilised community now. An 
argument of that kind would scarcely have be.,n 
put forward in the NI iddle Ages, or at the end of 
the Dark Ages, when the light was beginning to 
dawn. In those days I can imagine some of the 
feudal barons who could not write or read, and 
who made their mark by a seal on paper, using 
arguments like that-" \Vhat is the good of 
education? \V e are right E>nough as \Ve are.'' ~\nd 
that is the kind of argument we get in these 
later days from a !Ylinister of the Crown at the 
head of a Government in the British doncinions. 

The PREMIER: If it wao true it would be 
ab .. urd. 

The HoN. Sm S. IV. GRIFFITH: That was 
the effect of the hon. gentleman's argument, and 
I listened to it with amazement. The hon. 
gentleman began in effect, as the last speaker 
ended, by a perconal attack on myself. IVho 
would have thought, lYir. Speaker, of an element 
of that sort being brought in on a motion for the 
establishment of a university, which has been 
ad vacated by the most distinguished persons in 
the colony; advocated by everyone entitled to 
speak on behalf of learning and education? 

The PREMIER: No. 
The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIF:FITH: Yes; I 

say advocated by everyone most entitled to 
spectk on behalf of learning, education, and 
culture in this colony, and supported in every 
corner of the colony by the local authorities in 
number about sixty. I say, who could h;we 
supposed that such a proposal could have been 
opposed by a personal attack on the leader of the 
Opposition ? 

The MINISTER ]'OR RAILWAYS (Hon. 
H. M. Nelson): You behaved very badly, you 
know. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRU'FITH: I do not 
think I have. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: By 
your interruptions of the hon. member fcir 
Burrum. 

The HoN. SIR S. W. GRH'FITH: I will 
deal with that now. The hon. member for 
Burrnm accuserl me of giving him the lie direct. 
He does not know what it means. He said that 
he was repeating a statemc.nt made by the JYiini'­
ter for Education, He said the Minister for Edu-

cation has made such and such a pledge. I said he 
had not. Is that giving the lie direct? Surely I 
heard the Minister for Education's speech, and 
have I not a right to differ in the interpretation 
of that speech from the hon. m em her for Bur­
rum ? I say the hrm. member for Burrum does not 
know the meaning of what he says, and had better 
go back to school to learn the meaning of elemen­
tary language. Really, :Mr. Speaker, I thought 
that this matter would hnve been dealt with 
simply on its merits. It is a matter of vast 
interest. I had spoken to no member now 
present on this side of the House on the subject. 
I had heard that those hon. members held 
different opinions, and I had hoped that it would 
have been dealt with on its merits. \Vith a few 
exceptions I had no idea how anyone would vote. 
I knew that on the other side some hrm. members 
approved of the establishment of a university, 
whilst a good many were opposed to it. I 
thought that the matter would have been dealt 
with fairly on its merits, and I was very much 
surprised to hear after I had spoken that the 
fiery cross had been sent round on the other side, 
and that this motion wa,s to be opposed by every 
member who supports the Government. I confess 
I was sur]Jrised. 

The PREMIER : That is not true. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GRIFFITH: I was 
very sorry indeed to hear it ; I am very glad 
if it is not true, but I hope some hon. members 
on the other side will have the courage to vote 
as they have expressed their opinions outside the 
House. Really from the courHe of the debate to­
day, it would seem as if members on the other side 
of the House thought they were sent here, not 
HO much to support the Government, as to oppose 
any proposal that might be made by the leader 
of the Opposition. That I think is not an 
unfair comment on the wcty the Premier himself 
spoke. He accuses me of bringing this matter 
forward now, and asks why did I not propose it 
when I was in power. \Vhat has that got to do 
with it? He brings that forward as an -:trgu­
ment win· members on his side of the House 
should v,;te against this proposaL The hon. 
member says, when I came into power there was 
a surplus in the Treasury. So there was. \Vas 
I to propose the establishment of a university at 
that time? That ,,urplus was disposed of, as the 
hon. member well knows, there and then--

The PHEMIER : Very quickly. 

The HoN. Sm S. \V. GRIF:FITH: Precisely 
in the same manner, though not on the same 
works, as the previous Government intended to 
dispose of it. Is that an argument why this 
matter should not be considered on its merits ? 
During the existence of the se,·ere droughts 
which unfortunately afflicted the country during 
the time 1 was in office, was it an opportune 
time to bring forward a proposal of this sort? 
At that time had the colony spoken with one voice 
on the matter? I sav the circumstances are en­
tirely different. :For two years the attention of the 
entire country has been called to it. Two years 
ago it was mentioned in the Governor's Speech, 
it has been thought of ever since, and now 
when the time is opportune I bring the 
motion forward, and this is the way it is 
dealt with. I say that if I thought that the 
opinions which have been expressed were the 
opinions of the country, I should be ashamed to 
be a Queenslander. Now, some arguments have 
been used-none by the Premier that I will take 
the trouble to answer, but ,;ome have been 
used by other hon. members which are worthy 
of reply. One of the argumer.ts was, "we cannot 
afford it." In other words, We cannot afford 
to inquire what is the best mode of establishing 
a university; what is the best constitution to 
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adopt for it ; whether it is best that it should be 
a central examining body with branch colleges ; 
or whether we should adopt some other form. 
We cannot afford to get officially the recorded 
opinions of those persons who~e opinions are 
the most valuable. \V e cannot afford that. 
Why? \V e C'm afford to do a great many 
other things. We have proposals on the 
Estimates to . spend money on things much 
le.ss remunerative from a pecuniary point of 
vrew. One hon. member said, "vVhy do not 
those who are acquainted with these things 
gather the facts together, instead of going to 
the expense of a Royal commission?" That is no 
argument to address to Parliament. Is it not 
the practice in every civilised countrv on the 
earth, when special information is wante.l on 
special subject~, to appoint a commission to 
collect the information, and in a formal manner 
place the facts they have gathered together 
before the Parliament of the country? h that 
the sort of argument we are to be treat~d to? 
vVhat c,1nnot we afford? \Vhat will be the 
expense? \Ve do not know. \Ve cannot afford 
anything if we take those grounds. It would be 
a much more profitable undertaking than many 
of the railways which we are to be asked to 
approve of. 

An HONOURABLE MimBER : \Vhich were 
initiated by you, 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRI:FFITH: What is 
the use of saying, which I initiated? Heally I 
wish hon. members would endeavour to conduct 
the business of the House and countrv without 
special reference to me. I clo not ·desire to 
occupy such a conspicuous place in their minds. 
If they would deal with matters on their merits, 
and not because I propose them or oppose them, 
it would be much better. \V e are not now 
concerned with mistakes which I may have com­
mitted, but with a question which is of v.tst 
importance to the education and welfare of the 
people, and if I had never done an'\' single thing 
right in all my life is that any reason why tbis 
matter should not bP treaterl on its merits? No 
one has attempted to answer my arguments, 
except the Prmnier, who flouts at the idea of 
higher education g-enerally. 

The PREMIER : No ; I do not. 
The HoN. Sm S. W. GRI:F:b'ITH: I can only 

judge of the hon. gentleman by what he sa vs. 
The PREMIER: I am sorry I ha Ye annoyed 

you. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. G RIFFITH : The hou. 
gentleman says he is sorry he has annoyed me. 
I am sure the hon. gentleman has not annoyed 
me personally, but it annoys me to think that a 
gentleman occupying his honourable position 
should so conduct himself in the consideration of 
a question of such vast importance to the colony. 
I consider it a disgrace to the colony that the 
head of the Government should deal in such a 
manner with such a subject, anrl I srty I do 
not believe that he expresses the opinion of 
the colony-of that I am sure. Then we were 
treated by two hon. gentlemen to this argument : 
"\Vhat do we want with a university in Queens­
land? There are two of them close to ns, in 
l\ielbourne and Sydney. Let people go there," 
and more of that style of argument. Surely 
they could never have grasped the very elements 
of the arguments in favour of the scheme to 
talk such nonsense as that. Supposing the 
people in Scotland said, " We don't want a 
university in Scotland, we can go over to Bng­
lanrl." Or the people of Ireland were to say, 
'' \V e don't want a new univerHity in Ireland, 
we co,n go to Dublin or across the Channel; it is 
only a few hours away." Just imagine argu­
ments of that sort being used. 1nmgine such 

arguments being used in even the United States 
of America 100 years ago, or in any other civilised 
country. \Vould it not be difficult to find in 
the civilised narts of Europe the two nearest 
universities 500 miles :cpart from one another? 
\Vhat sort of idea have some hon. members of 
Queensland? Are we to be an appendage of New 
South \V ales or Victoria? It is quite true that 
wealthy men can send their sons to Sydney or 
Melbourne, and that every year three persons 
are aided by the State to get a university 
education. The Minister for Education said 
that he would willingly extend that number, but 
he has never proposed to do so, and I do not 
think he is likely to do so. 

The ""IINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION: The necessity has not arisen since I have 
been in po\\'er. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: Of course 
not. It is not every man who will send his son 
away from here to a foreign country to educate 
him; and it is not every man who, if he would, 
could afford to do so, even with the assistance 
of £100 a Year. But a man does not begin to 
educate his son for a university three months 
before he goes there. It is a matter which he 
has to tal{e in hand beforehand ; and if he 
intends to send his son to a university, he has to lay 
his plans in advance; and when his son has passed 
through the lower schools he sends him there. How 
does the system of sending three to a university 
every year ltnswer my arguments? Does the hon. 
gentleman fancy that because three persons go 
every year from Brisbane now, that there would 
not be thirty or more to begin with, if we had 
a university in Bri•bane? He knows very little 
about the present position of education in Queens­
land if he thinks that; and, as I interjected before, 
what about higher education for our girls? Are 
they to go to Sydney and Melbourne too? That 
argument might very well be used by persons 
who belong to Victorb, and who are not Queens­
land ere, and who do not consider Queensland as 
a country by itself, as the American States are 
States by themselves. vVe boast in having an 
educational system of our own, and one which 
is in many respects better than that of the other 
colonies. 

Mr. BARLOW: We are only a Victorian 
plantation. 

The HoN. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: An hon. 
member behind me says that we are only a Vic­
torian plantation, and with some hon. members 
we are. An argument of the hon. member for 
Townsville was: "vVhy should the State con- . 
tribute money to found a university, when people 
have to contribute to found a State school?" 
The law requirn that contributions should be 
made in the c<1se of building a new State school, 
in order to secure that the applications shall 
be 7Jonri fide, as in the old days a great many 
applications were made which were not bond 
fide. I supported it for that reason alone. T~e 
hon. member asked why the wealthy persons m 
the colonY who want this university do not find 
the money themselves. But this university is 
not for the wealthy people-they can provide 
their sons with a university education now. It 
i, for the people who cannot afford to give their 
sons a unin·rsity education, and for those 
desirous of havin~ general culture diffused 
throughout the whole of our community. I 
must have been strongly misunderstood if any. 
thing l said this afternoon led to such a 
conclusion as to imagine that the university was 
only to be established for the benefit of wealthy 
people. Then, again, we are told that the extent 
of the colony i; a great difficulty. Of course, 
the extent of the colony is a difficulty in 
many matters, but difficulties are made to be 
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overcome. Are we never to have a university in 
Queensland because of the extent of the colony? 
That may be a reason for having two universities, 
but it is not an argument for not haviugone. Then 
it is said everyone cannot get the advantages of it. 
Of course not. People who live in the remote parts 
of the colony must take thedi.~advanta,es with the 
advantages. We cannot live in more r>laces than 
one at once, and we know that certain rlis· 
advantages exist from living in the remote 
districts. Railways are not found e\'erywhere. 
There is not a railway running down our western 
boundary, and yet the people there have to 
contribute towards the revenue. The difficulty 
referred to arose in ]'\ ew Zealand, and it has 
arisen in a minor degree in Ireland, and it has also 
arisen in connection with the university in Man­
c~ester ?alled the Victorian University; but those 
difficulties were overcome. There a distance of 
lOO miles was an important thing ; but here we 
are told to go to Sydney, and we have hon. 
n1embers representing Q.ueensland constituenciet~, 
but who really represent Vietoria, or some other 
foreign part, telling us that the climate of 
Queensland is not fit for a university. Perhaps 
the next thing will be to tell us that we should 
migrate, and let out places be filled by a coloured 
race, supervised by their managers, w'hile they re· 
side abroad and draw their revenues. As regards 
New Zealand, there were two universities tbere­
the University of New Zealand and the Univer­
sity of Otagy or Dunedin. SnbserJuently they 
were m~de mto one university, . with teaching 
colleges m the central towns. There is one teach­
ing centre in Dunedin, one at Nelson, one at 
Auckland, and one, I think, at C:hristchurch. If 
any place is not large enough to have a teaching 
college, do not give it one, but when it is larrre 
enough give it a teaching college. Surely that is 
an answer to that objection. I adverted to 
this point when 1 was speaking before but it 
is a matter of detail which ought' to be 
worked out by experts, such as those gentle­
men of whom the commission I ask for 
would consist. The fact is that I do not under· 
stand the position of hon. gentlemen in opposina 
t?is. motion. It appears that the hon. gentleme~ 
s1ttmg on the Government bencht·s are voting 
solidly against the motion because it emanates 
from me. If that is to be the wa,· in which 
anything proposed by me is to be tr"cated, then 
I ~hall be forced to make no more proposals in 
tlus House. If hon. members opposite think that 
their duty is to oppose everything I propose, then 
I shall have to get some one else to make the 
proposals. I have been extremely disappointed, 

,indeed, as I knew that many h<m. members 
opposite are in favour of the establishment of a 
unive_rsity, and I was. amazed to find that they 
unammously oppose It. TheY have missed the 
whole point of the argument. I endeavoured, 
as clearly as I could in the short time I occn­
pied-becanse I did not want to weary the House 
or to take too much time over one matter-t~ 
show the nececsity for establishina a univer­
sity. I cannot help thinking, by the way, that 
the opposition to this motion was ar1;anaed 
because Parliament was to be asked by "th~ 
motion as originally drafted for £5,000 a year, and 
the argu;nents which were got ready to answer 
that motwn have been used, although the motion 
was changed. I think that is so because the argu­
ments that have been offered are not at all 
re)evant to the present motion. But I say they 
rmss. the. whole point in arguing that a uni· 
versity m Sydney or :Melbourne will do for 
us, or that means of communication \\ith those 
plac:s are eas.y. The advantage of having a uni­
versity here IS to have a centre of liaht and cul­
ture in Q~eensland, guiding and training our 
own educatiOnal system, and guiding and training 
the people of the colony. Those of our young men 

who have been educated in the Sydney or Mel­
bourne universities may assist if they come back 
to us, who sent them there; but that is very doubt­
ful, for we know that a great many of them stop 
away. They stop away because they are Rent 
away at a time of life when their sympathies are 
being formed, and they form sympathies else­
where. They get settled there, and like to 
remain among th~eir friemls. .Perhaps they see 
a better chance of rising to distinction there, 
and we who hn,ve paid to send them away to get 
their education lose the benefit of their services. 
No foreign university can do for us what a 
university of our own could do; I appeal even 
to the sympathies of the worshippers of the 
great god J',Iammon. I maintain that it would be 
an extremely profitable investment of money to 
ha\8 a university here. All the arguments 
adduced in opposition to the motion have been 
arguments in opposition to the old-fashioned 
notion of a uniYersity which the hon. member 
for Barcoo bn,s in his head. He thinks a university 
necessarily means palatial buildings, costly 
professors, and students eng-aged in attending­
lectures with the sole object of getting degrees. 
That io not the university of modern times; that 
is not the university I advocated, or anything 
like it. I began by expb.ining that it was an 
entirely different thing ; and it is disheartening 
when one takes the trouble to explain the mature 
of a proposition to find hon. mPmbers answering 
an entirely different propo:,al. I referred to the 
number of students in the Scotch universities­
about one in 5GO of the population. The propor­
tion of students who take degrees is not much 
more. Perhaps that is ton small a proportion, 
but it is well known that the number of students 
in Scotch universities who take a degree is 
extremely small in proportion to the number of 
students. ~While tbe number of students can be 
counted by thousands, the number of graduates 
in any one year is low down in the hundreds. 

The Mil'\ISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Not 
half of them are Scotch. Some of the students 
come from China. 

The Ho"'. SIR S. \V. GRIFFITH: Does the 
hon. member mean to say that a tenth of the 
students are Chinese? \V e know that they come 
from all p:crts of the world ; but if the hon. 
member say a that not one-half of the students in 
Scotch universities are Scotchmen I think he 
speaks from very imperfect information. I do 
not know whether I can give at the moment the 
number of students in Scotch universities. 

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : About 
3,000 in Edinburgh. 

The HoN. SIR S. W. GRIFFITH: Very 
likely. And I am quite certain that more than 
1,500 out of the 3,000 are Scotchmen. But I was 
referring to the proportion of studentfi who took 
degrees ; and I say that a degree is not taken by 
anything like one in ten. The main object of a 
university is not to give degree,, though that is an 
incidental object. In the old days it was necessary 
to get a degree, because without a degree a man 
was not allowed to engage in any of the teaching 
professions; in fact degrees were simply certificates 
entitling persons to teach. I value a university de· 
gree. I have the satisfaction of having one-but I 
should have known just as much without getting 
a degree if I had learned ab much. The degree 
did not confer on me any extra knowledge. 
There is nothing magical about a degree. As I 
said before, the object of a university is to diffuse 
light and culture throughout the community, 
and that cannot be done by any foreign univer­
sity. So far as the profit which would result 
to the colony is concerned, is it not a 
notorious fact that the development of the 
resources of this colony is seriOusly retarded by 
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ignorance of the best means of dealing with 
the difficulties that exist. Is the mining industry 
one-fifth of what it might be-reckoning only the 
gold-bearing reef" thrct are aheacly known--if 
applied science'' ere brought to bear so as to get 
all the gold? 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: You want 
technical education for that ; not a university. 

The Hox. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: It is dis­
heartening, 1Ir. Speoker, after trying to ex­
plain clearly the object of the motion, to 
find th:tt an hon. member has evidently 
not been listening to one word I said. I regard 
this question as a serious one ; it is con­
sidered a most serious mtttter in every civi­
lised country, and it is entitled to be dealt with 
otherwise than with levity by members of the 
Government. I referred to the importance of 
applied science in developing the mineral resources 
of the colony, and pointed outthattheycan never 
be satisfactorily developed except by the estab­
lishment of a university that will undertake the 
business of applying :;cience to nature within the 
colony. Do we get from the university of Sydney 
the same attention to the clifficultie" that 
exist in Queensland that we should if we had a 
university of our own, or if we had min­
ing colleges attached to a nni versity in the 
various mining centres? Of course not ; and \V8 

never shall. But after I have pointed out the 
importance of applied science, and that it would 
form one of the most important functions of a 
university, I am told that what is wanted is 
technical education. The hon. member who said 
that might as well say that " U " is the first 
letter of the word "university." ·when we 
talk of applied science, we can call it technical 
instruction, but it is applied science all the same. 
And we cannot give that technical instruction 
except in connection with such an institution a:; 
a university; at any rate, it has never yet been 
done, even if it can be done. I forget how much 
money was spent by the small canton of Zurich 
in Switzerland in establishing the great mining 
laboratory at Zurich; but it was such an ~tmount 
that members would gasp if it were proposed to 
spenclone-tenthof the :1mount on the development 
of our mining resources. I think it wa:; something 
like £140,000; but it paid them. And it would 
pay us-even from a pecuniary point of view it 
would payushandsomely--to have in our midst an 
institution that would give scientific information 
to the people who desire it; and without such 
an institution we shall never be able to 
make anything like the best of our great 
natural rewurced. I hear an hon. member 
say that technical schools and a university 
are 'loltogether different things. I am not going 
to repeat my a,rguments. They think that a 
university is a place where people learn Greek 
and Latin, wear a trench er cap, attend lectures, 
and get a degree. That is their idea of a univer­
sity. And I hear an hon. member ofthe Ministry 
referring to higher culture in such a way as to show 
that he evidently scorns culture-perhaps because 
he uses the word in a different sense from that 
in which it is used by me and by the people 
of the colony ge_nerally. It is a true saying 
that knowledge rs power, and the more know­
ledge a man has, the more power he will 
have for good or for evil. As a rule, a good 
education makes for good; but it is too late in 
the clay to waste time by arguing that it is so. 
I very much regret, as I >eaid, that this pro­
posal has not been received with more favour, 
and I regret particularly that it does not seem to 
have been dealt with on its merits. But I am 
certain that the time will come when it will be 
dealt with on its merits, n.nd that not many years 
will pass over before a university will be estab­
lished. The Premier concluded by throwing out 

the taunt, why do not some of the members on 
this side of the House subscribe a large sum of 
money to found a university? It is not my 
business to answer that. I can only say that 
nothing will give me greater pleasure, when I 
am in a position to do so, than to subscribe 
largelY to a university ; ancl before many years 
are over I trust I shall have the satisfaction of 
writing my name, both as a member of the 
((OVerning body of the uni Yersity and as a 
contributor of a substantial sum towards the 
e.;tablishrnent of scholarships. But the sooner 
we begin the sooner we shall have the work 
going on. If the motion i~ carried, and the 
commission do their work diligently, their report 
could not be brought up for the consideration of 
the Government until about the beginning of the 
next session of Parliament. It would then be 
for the Government to consider whether they 
would take the matter in hand or not. No 
private member can take in hand the establish­
ment of a universitv, at least I cannot while 
on this side of the House; that is C[Uite plain. 
The matter, then, would have to be considered ' 
by the <iovernment. If they determined that 
they would not recommend the necessary appro­
priation, there the matter would stop. But the 
House and the country would be in posse,sion of 
such infornmtion as would enable them to say 
whether it would he desirftble to establish a 
university then or to defer it to a somewhat later 
period. 'That would be the result of making the 
inrpriry. ·what possible objection can there be 
to that? In New South \Vales, it was three 
ye:ws after the Bill was passed before the 
university was opened ; so th:tt even if this resolu­
tion is r,~rried, at the earliest the university 
could not be authorised for at least twelve 
months from the present time if the Government 
of thr d::ty rlesirecl it to be carried out ; and after 
that it would take a consiclercoble time before the 
university was actually inaugurated. It is not 
too early to take the preliminary steps, at any 
mte. I can ,;:cy no more. I have advocated 
the matter to the best of my ability, without 
desiring to occupy too much of the time of the 
House ; and whatever the result may be to­
night, it is certain that before many yea-rs ehpse 
Queensland will no longer labour under the 
disgrace of being the richest colony in the British 
dominions without a university. 

Question put, and the House divided :­
AYrJ,l6. 

Sir S. W. Griffith, 3lc<srs. Rntlcdge, Hyne, Bm·low, 
Sayers, Drake, ::\I('\fa.stcr. Smyth. 1Vimble, "Thfacf:trlane, 
Rucklancl, Gla~dey, Isambert, Unmack, Salkeld, and 
:Ucllor. 

NoEs, 24. 

Messrs. :JTorehead, ~elson, Donaldson, l\facrossan, 
Black, Pattison, R. It. Joncs, Crombie, }:Illl'phy, Philp, 
Smith, Case~'. Allan, Powers, Agncw, Corfield, Jessop, 
CampbelL Palmcr, Adams, Little, Dalrymple, 1\furray, 
and Plunkctt. 

PATRS. 

For the motion-:J.Icssrs. Groom, Foxton, and Hunter. 
Against the motion-:::\Iessrs. Ga.nnon, Oowley, and 

Luya. 

Que>Jtion resolved in the negative. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-I move 
that this House do now adjourn. The first Go­
vernment business to be taken on Tuesday next 
will be the further consideration of the Civil 
Service Bill in committee. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at twenty-six minutes 
after 10 o'clock. 




