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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Friday, 9 August, 1859,

Western Australian Constitution—address to the
Queen.—Union Trustee Company of Australia,
Limited, Bill—first reading.—Establishment of a
University. —Adjournment.

The SreaKER took the chair at half-past
3 o’clock,

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CONSTI-
TUTION.
ADDRESS 7O THE QUEEN.

The SPEAKER said: I have to inform the
House that to-day I presented to the Governor
the Address tothe Queen adopted by this House
yesterday ; and that his Hxcellency undertook to
forward the same to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies, for presentation to Her Majesty.

UNION TRUSTEE COMPANY OF AUS-
TRALIA, LIMITED, BILL.
Mr. REES R. JONES moved for leave to

introduce a Bill to confer powers upon the Union
Trustee Company of Australia, Limited.

Question put and passed.

FirsT READING.
Mr. REES R. JONES presented the Bill,’and
moved that it be read a first time.
Question put and passed.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNIVERSITY.

The Ho~. S1r 8. W. GRIFFITH said: Mr.
Speaker,—I rise to move—

1. That in order to promote the advancement of
learning, the effectual teaching of throrvctieal and
practical science, the encouragerent of seientific re-
search, and the full developmient of the fren institutions,
as well as the material vesources, of the eslony; m
order also to enable young persuns of both sexes an! of
all classes to obtain within the colony suel » complete
education as will best fis them to aid in that develop-
ment, and to persorm the higher dnties of eitizenship,
and in order further to der more eflicknt the
system of State education. this Tfouse ix of opinion that
a university ought forthwith to be established in
Queensland,

2. That an address be presented to the Governor,
praying that His Excellency will be pleased 9 appoint
a Royal Commission to consider and report as to the
best coustitution to be adopted for snch university,
and also, as to what endowment will be necesary at
the first initiation thereof, and the best means of pro-
viding such endowiment.

It will be in the memory of hon, gentlemen who
were here during the last Parliament, that in the
year 1887 a commnittee weas formed in Brishane,
of which the Chief Justice wss chairman, to
agitate in favour of the establishment of a
university. The result of the proceedings talen
at that time was that various petitions were
presented to the House in 1887, praying for the
establishment of a universitv, and giving reasons
for its establishment. A list of those petitions
will be found in ““Votes and Proceedings » for
that year, vol. 1, page 362. I find that peti-
tions were presented fiom the council of the
municipality of Brizbane, and by eighteen other
municipal authorities under the Tiocal Govern-
ment Act ; by forty divisional boards, saventeen
schools of art, the corporation of the Syned of
the Diocese of Brisbane ; the Vicar Apostolic for
the Catholic Clergy of Northern Queensland ; the
moderator on behalf of the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church, Queensland ; the presi-
dent on behalf of the joint Synod of the German
and Scandinavian Lutheran Church of (Jueens-
land; the president on hehalf of the Buptist
Association of Queensland ; the Rabbi on behalf
of the Brisbune Hebrew congregation ; the presi-
dent on behalf of the congregation of the New
Jerusalem Church of Brisbane; the Cougrega-
tional Union of Queensland; the Primitive
lethodist Church; the Wesleyan Methodist
Church ; the United Methodist Free Church;
the judges of the Supreme Court wnd the
members of the Bar, and the solicitors of the
Supreme Court of Gueensland; the president
on behalf of the Council of the National Agri-
cultural and Industrial Association of Queens-
land ; the trustees of the Grammar Schools of
Brisbane, Ipswich, Maryborough, Rockham)-
ton, and Toowoomba ; and, in addition to
those, many other petitions were presented.
This showed, I think, Mr. Speaker, the very
widespread interest which had been estab-
lished throughout the colony on the subject.
Last_year one petition was presented from
the Brisbane committee, presided over by the
Chief Justice, which merely summarised what
had been done before in the previous year. No
action was taken last vear, the session being
a short one. A petition has again been pre-
sented this session from the Brishane Committee
a fortnight ago, setting forth the importance of
the establishment of a university and the various
advantages to be gained by it. I had expected
before this to have been able to present also a
petition from the Roman Catholic Archbishop
of Brisbane and the clergy of his Church, and I
am anthorised to state that such a petition is in
course of signature and will he presented. I
think these facts show at any rate that there is a
very widespread interest in the colony on the
subject. I must, of course, in moving such a
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motion, give reasons to the House why a
university should be established, and in the
first place I fear that it may be necessary to
remove some niisapprehensions as to what a
university is. Some people seem o have formed
their ideas of a university from the great English
foundatinns of Oxford and Cambridge. They
assoclete the idea of a universiby with magnifi-
cont piles of buildings with large endowwments;
attended by persons mostly well-to-do ; affording
facilities for giving instruction to a few persons
in dead languages and alstract sciences, and the
advantages of which are not open to the general
community. But these things are not the essential
conception of a universit: It is an advantage
certainly to have magnificent piles of buildings
and large endowments, but universities when
first started had neither one nor the other. A
university does not consi=t in buildings. It isan
association of persons who combine together for
the purposes of wmutual education and in-
struction.  That waz the original idea. 1t
meant a corporation of scholars. They were
first established in the Middle Ages, and the first
European university was founded at Bologna. It
wasestablished by a nomber of scholars. mostly of
the poorer class, who desired to help one another,
and who were not able to pursue their studies
when isolated. That example was followed in
various other cities on the Continent of Kurope.
Then came the University of Paris, and after that
the great English universities—Oxford first and
Cambridge next. They were at first associations
of poor people as a rule, associated together for
mutual nstruction, but they have developed,
until they have rendered vast services—of which,
I believe, no one will deny the value—to educa-
tion and science throughout the entire world.
Now, the highest conception of a university—
and there are many conceptions of it—but the
highest conception of it is that it is “the seat
of the highest intellectual training, embracing
the whole cirele of knowledge, and the whole
ground of humanity.” These words I have
quoted from the late Primate of Australia, Bishop
Barry. Itsfunctionsare to develop and stimulate
the work of all the other schools in the commu-
nity, and I would add, the work of supervising
all the other education of the couniry. It is, 1
believe, unnecessary to say anything about the
importance of knowledge to the welfare of a
coramunity. All the difficulties that we have
to overcome are overcome by the application,
the skilled applicaticn, of intellectual ability
to the exercise of physical energy. Anyone who
Iws given any attention to the subject must
agree that a man who 18 uneducated can do
very little to benefit the community. There are,
no deubt, cases of men who, by their own un-
aided efforts, have overcome almost insuperable
ditficulties ; but those who have been so suceessful
in the world under those conditions, and have
made their mark upon it, both in intellectual
and scientific pursuits, have been the exceptions,
and have dong their work in spite of disadvan-
tages, and not in consequence of them; and they
have had to work upon materials for which they
have been indebted to others who had received
from universities a higher education. Now,
in order to apply knowledge, in the first place
it is necessary to be able to think accurately,
and accurate thinking is a thing which does not
come without training. Accurate thinking is one
of the greatest accomplishments, and it is from
a want of accurate thinking that the greatest
mistakes have been made, and the greatest
losses have heen sustained, especially in the early
struggles in developing a new country. It is
want of kaowledge that prevents development
from taking place. The complete training and
teaching of the mind, the training, disciplining,
and stimulating of all the faculties of the human
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mind ; these are the functions of hizher educa-
tion, and this is what is properly called culture.
Of course some people laugh at culture, but no
one who knows for a moment the advantages of
it to the community will sericusly depreciate it.
I sav, then, that the functions of a university
are to train the faculties of the human mind,
teaching it to receive knowledge, to appreciate
it, to assimilate it, o apply it; and, finally, to
originate fresh knowledge and impart that fresh
knowledge to others., Thsn come the functions
of research and discovery. I think if these
functions are recognised as useful to a State, and
knowledge as being desirable, there can be no
doubt that there should be in it some means of
having those functions exercised, I refer for the
moment to material advantages only. What is
our condition here ? Do we know the resources
of the country in which we live? Do we know
what our lands will produce ; what our mines
will produce ; and the best way to get out of our
lands and our mines what is in them? We
know very little upon the subject. Do we know
what is best for the great pastoral interest—what
diseases affect our cattle and sheep, and how to
treat them? Then, again, is the literature of a
country not worthy of consideration? At the
present time we have not much literature, but if we
wish ever to have a literature or poetry we must
give opportunities for establishing it. Then the
study of law is a matter which I consider is of
great importance to the good government of the
country, We, whose duty it is to make laws,
will at least admit that it is important that we
should thoroughly understand the subject weare
dealing with. And what of medicine? That is
a subjest which requires training. I have
already referred to the application of seience to
the products of nature. Then the art of govern-
ment is a thing which requires study. How
many members of this House are as fully qualified
as they should be to perform their functions in
the art of governinent? Is there one? I know,
speaking for myself, that I am very conscious
of my shorteomings in that matter, and probably
Thavehad more advantages than most hon. mem-
bers. Not one of us knows as he should the laws
and principles underlying all social and political
life, and who without training can acquire
the habit which I referred to just now—the
most important habit of accurate thinking ?
Now, these are matters which cannot be taught
in the ordinary schools. The young mind
has not the time, nor has it the power of en-
durance, to enable it to undergo such a training
as is necessary to make a man such a complete
man, as he should be, and to make him fit to
perform the highest dutics of life, I do not
think I need say anything more to show that
such instruction is necessary for a nation, Of
course not every man can acquire it, but
the more who do the better for the country
—the more who possess such culture the
better for the wholé community—as those
who do acquire it for themselves will in-
fluence others who cannot acquire it themselves:
The next subject to consider—admitting that it
is desirable to have such training—is as to whether
it is desirable that we should provide it for
ourselves, or whether we should be obliged to go
abroad for it. One of the early universities in
Europe was founded in Naples by the king of
that country, and his reason, as stated in the
charter or other document by which he estab-
lished that university, was that he did not think
it desirable that his subjects should ka forced to
go abroad to get knowledge, or begin foreign parts
—of course we all know that poor scholars in the
Middle Ages had often to beg their way, 1think
it is of the greatest importance that ouryoungmen,
who have reached the age for leaving school,
and who have come to an age when they require
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this culture, should not get out of sympathy with
the country which they belong to, and in which
the benefits of that culture ought to be applied.
We have at the present time no university, but
we have for a good many years past granted
three exhibitions ecach year to students upon
examination, who were considered worthy of that
reward. They have almost all done well, and
they have almost all been young men who,
without that assistance, could not have had
the advantage of any higher culture than
they could have obtained from the secondary
schools of the colony. Many of them have come
back to us, but a good many of them have gone
from us for ever. Theyv have got out of sym-
pathy with Queensland, and so we have lost the
advantages of the higher training we have given
them, It may be said that the work cannot be
done as well here as elsewhere. I donot mean
to say that there are not many institutions in the
world which can give the higher cuvlture a great
deal better than we can hope to do for many
vears to come, but the benefit to the colony will
not be so great as if that culture were given
within our own borders, so as to retain the
sympathies of the young men while they
ave still young. Consider of what advantage
it would be to us, from a material point of view,
to have amongst us competent authorities on
the different branches of science. Is there any
country in the world in which the advantages of
the general application of science to the physical
circumstances of the country would be of more
pecuniary advantage than in Queensland? Cer-
tainly there is no part of Australia which can
be compared to it, and there are few parts of
the world where there are such vast natural
resources awaiting development. It would be
of enormous advantage to us to have amongst us
such competent persons, who would be looked up
to as competent authorities, not only in Queens-
Jand but in other parts of the world, and
that can only be brought about by the establish-
ment of some public institution which will
provide some means of supporting such men.
But T cannot let it be supposed for a moment
that I think material advantages are the only
ones to be considered. I look also at the great
advanftage that the tone of the community
will be raised, and the general happiness of the
people increased, when there are better means of
seeking happiness, apart from the coarser enjoy-
ments of life. The more refined a people are,
the better and happier and more prosperons will
they be. T know that whatever capacity I have
to express myself here, or to do any useful work
in this House or in the country, is due, to a
large extent, to the advantagss I have enjoyed
of being trained and educated in the University
of Sydney, under that most distinguished gentle-
man, the late Professor Woolley, who was the
first professor of classies and principal of that
university. I have always regretted that he did
not live long enough to enable me to express to
him my sense of the obligation under which
I lie. Butne one, I suppose, will deny in the
abstract the benefits to be obtained from a
university, and so I shall say no more about
that. Now such advantages can only be given
by a corporate body established for the pur-
pose of giving this higher training. Some
hon. members may say that this colony is too
young to establish a university. I will refer them
to the example of other countries to show what
is the univer=al opinion of the world on this sub-
ject—that is to say, to what we are accustomed
to regard as the ecivilised world. I will first
take the neighbouring colonies. The legislature
of New South Wales passed an Act establishing
the University of Sydney in the year 1850, though
it did not receive the Royal assent until 1851,
The total population of Australia at that time
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was about 400,000—the same as that of Queens-
land now--and we know that the population of
Victoria formed a very considerable part of that
number. The total revenue of New South Wales
then wasonly £316,000, of which they appropriated
£5,000 for the endowment of that university.
That was the work mainly of Mr. Wentworth,
who added that to the many other services he
had rendered to Australia. Now they get more
than £5,000 a year. The endowment from the
State is £19,000 a year ; they have an income of
£3,000 a-year from fees, and an income of
between £4,000 and £3,000 from interest on
private foundations, of which they disburse a
considerable sum in scholarships ; and thoy have
now established a medical school, the buildings for
which when finished will, T believe, be the most
complete in the whole of the British dominions,
or even the world. They began with a population
a great deal less than ours, and with a revenue
one-tenth of ours. The number of students
attending that university is at present about
300. In Victoria they established » university in
1853, and appropriated an snnual endowment of
£9,000 a year, which has since then been raised
to nearly £15,000 a yéar ; and they have manyv
other sources of income. The number of students
there is now to be counted by the thousand, and
of graduates by the hundred. In South Aus-
tralia, which for some time ran side by side with
us, and which we have now outstripped—cer-
tainly largely outstripped in revenue and, I
think we all believe, in resources and wealth
—-they established a university in 1874. In
New Zealand they established, many years
ago, two universities, one in the North Island
and one in the South Island. These now form
one university with thres colleges, known as the
university of New Zealand. In Cape Colony,
with a population of 350,000 Europeans, they
established a university in 1878, and liberally
endowed it. So much for the colonies in the
southern hemisphere. In Canada, there is a
university at Toronto, with an agricultural
college affiliated toit ; and, in addition to it, there
are five other universities in what are called
the provinces of Quebec and Ontario. These
latter are denominational wuniversities, and
owe their origin to the strong differences of
religious opinion which prevail in the Dominion.
Even in the small province of New Brunswick
there is a university at Fredericton; and in
the last new province, Manitoba, which a very
few years ago was a vast wilderness, there is o
university at Winnipeg. In the neighbouring
country, the United States, there are no less
than 370 institutions conferring degrees.

The PREMIER:
worth ?

The Hox. Sir 8. W, GRIFFITH: That, of
course, varies, Nearly every State has its
university. I use this argument to show how
the Americans, whose progress in material
things has been wonderful, and whose regard for
material advantage is very marked, estimate the
advantages of higher education. In the midst of
their pursuit of material wealth, they have deemed
it necessary, at each beginning of the history of
a State, to establish institutions for giving the
higher culture and higher training, We are pro-
bably the only State in the British Dominions
with a population anything like ours, which is
without & university. T believe there is not
another State in the British Dominions with a
population of 400,000 that has not had a university
long before it attained that population. Let us
now consider what some of the Continental
countries have done in this direction. There is
the poor country of Holland——

Mr. ARCHER: Holland is a very rich
¢ountry,

What are their degrees
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The HoN. 81z 8. W. GRIFFITH: I am not
speaking of poverty of the soil. Holland has
a population of 4,000,000 and & revenue of only
£5,000,000

The PREMIER : Java keeps them all going.
The Hox. Sir S. W. GRIFFITH: Nodoubt

a great deal of that wealth comes from Java.
In Holland there are four universities to which
the State contributes £130,000 a vear. That
shows the estimate they put upon them. Thereis
an interesting story told as to the foundation of
the university at Leyden. It was founded
in the sixteenth century, after the people
had beaten off the Spanish fleet. As a reward
for their patriotic action they were offered a
perpetual remission of taxation or the foundation
of a university in their city, and they chose to
have the university, which, at any rate, shows the
great sense they had of the advantage of making
their town a centre of culture. In France the

tate pays £500,000 a_year to its universities, I
nesd not refer particularly to what has been done
in France. England is a country where it is
generally supposed that not a very large propor-
tion of the population attend the universities,
or are sbudents there. In England—I take the
figures from a debate a few weeks back in the
House of Commons on the Bill to appoint a
commission to regulate the Scottish universities—
there is one in every 3.500 attending the univer-
sities. If we had the same proportion in Queens-
land, that wonld give us 114 students to begin
with., In Ireland, as to which it might be
expected the same observation would apply,
there is one university student to every 2,040 of
the population.

Mr, COWLEY : A great many students go
from the colonies.

The Hox. Siz S. W. GRIFFITH : I donot
think the numbers who go from the colonies to
England, or Ireland, would very largely disturb
that proportion. The same proportion in Queens-
land as in Ireland would give us 200 students
to begin with. In Scotland, whers, as we
know, university education is valued perhaps
more than in any other part of the world, there
is one student to every 580 of the popula-
tion. That would give us in Queensland, if our
people went to the university in the same pro-
portion, 690 students to begin with.

he MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hon
H. M. Nelson): They are not all Scotchmen.

The Hox. Siz 8. W. GRIFFITH : T am
aware that students go to the Scotch universities
from all parts of the world ; but deducting them
would not alter the proportion very much. One
in 530 is a very large, an extraordinary, propor-
tion. Can we wonder that, as is so often said,
the Scotch are the best educated nation in the
world, taking them all round. I do not hesitate
to say that the great success of Scotchmen, as
colonists, is owing to an enormous extent to the
great advantages they have had conferred upon
them by being enabled to obtain that higher
education which is only given by a university.
Now, Sir, in what condition are we in Queens-
land as to the means of imparting higher educa-
tion? We have no doubt an admirable system
of primary instruction, but it does not profess to
do more than give such instruction as will enable
children to read for themselves afterwards, and
acquire further education. It does not profess
to give anything like training, or the higher
culture. We have grammar schools, admirable
institutions also, which will hold their own
with any similar institutions in the Australian
continent. But their work is limited ; they can
only operate to a certain extent in giving any-
thing like higher culture, for a double reason.
The students have to leave too young to receive
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the higher training, and also for the complemen-
tary reason that that is not their function—dealing
with the education of younger persons being their
particular duty. After that we have, in sub-
stitution of a university system, an annual
grant of three exhibitions to some foreign univer-
sity. The only general test we possess as to
the quality of our secondary education is the
local public examination held by the University
of Sydney, and I certainly think that we are
now old enough to do without the assistance of
the University of Sydney. We are very grateful
to them for the help they have always been
willing to give us, indeed I think we owe them
a great debt of gratitude for it. At the same
time, I think we are quite old enough to do
that sort of work for ourselves, as is done in
every country in the world with, I think I may
safely say, half our resources. Now, I would ask,
will anyone for one moment maintain that
there is amongst the young men of Queensland—
students in the professions, and young men
generallv—such a high standard of culture as
there ought to be, such as you would expect,
and such as would be found in any country
permeated by the influence of university educa-
tion? Now, if,as I think, I have shown that itis
desirable a prior?, to have a university, from the
example of all civilised countries, and from the
material and other advantages arising from it,
why should we not have it—what reason can be
given ? Of course, the principal objection is that
we cannot afford it; that, in fact, is the only
objection.  First of all, if it is a question of
money, what will it cost? T am not prepared to
say what it will cost exactly. I had in my first
notice of motion fixed a sum of money, but on
further consideration I am not prepared to
name any particular sum, because a great deal
must depend on the functions intended to be
exercised and the general work to be done at the
beginning. The constitutions of universities are
very various. Some are merely examining bodies
holding examinations, perhaps in hired premises;
merely corporations established for examining pur-
poses, with colleges affiliated to give instruction
in different parts of the country. The mostrecent
example of that isthelast established university in
Ireland, established in 1879, to supersede the old
Queen’s University. That is a central body,
with colleges affiliated, in which instruction is
given, and that may perhaps be the system best
adapted to the circumstances of Queensland for
many reasons. I think it is highly desirable that
there should be some teaching institutions of this
kind for the instruction both of our teachers and of
young men who are leaving school and who desire
to obtain higher culture, for men entering the
professions, for instruction in the applied sciences,
mining, agriculture, and all the other natural
sciences, They could be established in different
places. The scientific officers we have now are
few and scattered about the country, but with
such institutions they would have greater
conveniencies, and they would be continually in
communication with the central body, and would
form part of the great corporation whose
business it would be to disseminate instruction
throughout the colony. I will not now refer
at length to any matters of detail. As to the
proper site for a university, if attendance at
lectures is made compulsory, then certainly it
would be necessary that it should be in Brisbane,
because more people would be able to attend
the lectures there than elsewhere; but I am
inclined to think that the university that
would be most useful here would be one of
the more modern form, having colleges affiliated
for purposes of instruction. Without referring
to further matters of detail, T will ask hon.
members to look at the notice of motion I
have given, I maintain that I have shown that
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the establishment of & university in Queensland
would, as it has done in every other part of the
world, promote the advancement of learning.
I think I have shown that it is essential to
the effectual teaching of theoretical and prac-
tical science—neither of which are taught
at all in Queensland at present, nor can they
be until a university is established —that
we should have such an institution. Nor will
anybody seriously dispute the fact that the
teaching of theoretical and practical science will
be of enormous advantage to the country, The
next point is the encouragement of scientific
research. Now, what chance has anyone heve of
engaging in scientific research as compared with
the advantages offered in other countries; not
because there are no objects for research —
there are plenty. We have an embarrassment
of riches in that respect; but there is no
one to help or guide the student in these
things, which can only be carried out by
a proper system and association. I maintain
further, Mr. Speaker, that such an institution
would tend to the full development of our
free institutions, because our insiitutions cannot
be properly developed unless the men concerned
in managing and conducting them have the
highest instruction it is possible for them to
get, And I say also that it will tend to
the development of our material resources.
T believe, Sir, that it will be a highly pro-
fitable investment. The returns may not be
apparent for a year or two, but they will be
apparent here as elsewhere before many years
have passed over our heads. I refer also in
the motion to the advantage it will be to
young persons of both sexes, and of all classes, to
obtain within the colony such a complete educa-
tion as will best fit them to_aid in that de-
velopment, and to perform the higher duties
of citizenship. I think all young persons
should be able to get this education in the
colony without going from home, because at the
very time when they most require the home
influence and supervision they could only get in
the eolony, they would be elsewhere, and there
would also be danger of their losing sympathy
with the country to which they belong, and in
which we hope they will devote their best abilities.
I say “young persons of both sexes.” I do
not think I need say very much about that. I
believe the old-fashioned people who object to
giving higher education to women are becoming
5o fast in a minority that their opinion need not
be regarded here in Queensland. Further, I
believe that our system of State education would
be very much improved and perfected if we had,
under the supervision of a university, a college
in which our teachers could get the advantages
of training and higher education. At present
we have 1o training college. There was one a
great many vears ago, and I believe I am
responsible for its abolition. We were certainly
not then, nor do I think we are now, In &
position to establish a training college by itself,
but as part of the university, or under the
supervision of the university, I believe our
State school teachers would get much better
instruction and culture than they can get at the
present time throughout the colony. I do
not propose to occupy the time of the House
much longer. I have given, as briefly as I

- could, the reasons that appear to me convincing

that the time has come for the establishment of
a university in Queensland. I should say, before
I pass from this part of the subject, that many
people have been of opinion that the time came
long since. ‘The Royal commission appointed in
1874 to inquire into the education question in this
colony reported in favour of the immediate estab-
lishment of a university here—that was concur-
rently with the establishment of onein Cape Colony



1066 Tsiablishment of

and one in South Australia. I was a member of
the commission, and dissented from that recom-
mendation on the ground that the time had not
yet come when we should take that step.
But that was fifteen years ago, and the time has
long since come, I know it is a matter of
surprise to visitors who come here from other
parts of the world, where the advantages of the
higher education are, I feur appreciated by
more persons than in Queensland, that we have
allowed so long a time to elapse before en-
deavouring to put ourselves on the same footing
as other countries. We used, at one time, to
boast of the action we had taken in the matter
of education—that we were in the van, and so
we were ; but 1T am afraid that at the present
time we are falling sadly bshind; not in the
character of the instruction that we are giving,
but in the limits to which it is confined. We
are not doing what we ought to do for a
nation with such wealth snd population as
Queensland possesses. There are many matters
of detail in connection with the subject—for
instance, what is the best form in which to es-
tablish a university—but these I do not intend
to discuss on the present occasion, It has been
suggested to me, and I accept the suggestion, that
it Is desirable that there should be an inquiry
as to what form of university is best snited to the
circumstances of (Jueensland. I, therefore, pro-
pose that an address should be presented to the
Governor requesting him to appoint a Royal
commission to inguire into that matter and
report, so that the best information may be
acquired, information with which hon. members
may not be familiar. I do not profess to be
perfectly familiar with it, and the more my reading
has been cxtended in the short time that I have
had to consider the matter, the more I have seen
how much there is to learn on the subject, and
how fully the matter ought to be considered
before definite proposals are made to the House.
It ig, I think, impossible that anv definite pro-
posal con be made for the establishment of a
university by law during the present session. But
I think that if the House adopt the suggestion to
ask the Governor to appoint a Royal commission,
Parliament can be put in such a position and 1n
possession of such information as will enable it to
deal with the matter next session. There are many
men in this country who have full information as
to the working of universities, and experience
of the different kinds of universities, and there are
various othersources of infcrmation which I need
notname, But some names will oceur to everyone
at once. The heads of the churches, the Chief
Justice of this colony, the principal teachers in the
schools and leading men in other professions, will
occur to everyone, and they are gentlemen whose
advice and recommendations will be valuable to
this House. [ may remark, in passing, that the
Bill before the House of Commons at the present
time for the establishment of s Scotech Univer-
sity Commission, proposestoappoint a commission
which shallhave power toregulate the universities;
in fact, to take the government of the universi-
ties into their own hands. But that is not the
sort of commission I propose. It is more like
the commission appointed in 1878—to inguire
into the Scotch universities, and make "any
recommendations that might be thought desirable
with regard tn an alteration in their constitution.
Such a commission would ascertain, not whether
a university should be established, but the form
of constitution that should be adopted in the
event of a university being established. I think
there can be no doubtin the mind of any hon.
member that a university should be estab-
lished ; but we want special information, and
those who are in possession of that special
information should be asked to give it to us.
I think there can be no objection to the appoint-

[ASSEMBLY.]

a University.

ment of a commission to obtain this information.
As to the question of endowment, there are
many members, perhaps, who would like to
know what would be the cost of the establish-
ment of a university, and would be guided in
their opinions very much on the subject gener-
ally by the probable cost of its foundation. I
think, therefore, we ought to know, for their
sati=faction, what would be the least cost at
which a university could be established, and,
indeed, before we enter into any enterprise we
should count the cost. When the university
has been once started, I have no doubt
that there will be attracted to it henefac-
tions from wealthy men during their life, and
after their death. I do not think the wealthy
men of Queensland will allow themselves to be
reproached with being less liberal in the cause of
education than wealthy men in other countries.
In the meantime, we want to know what will be
the probable cost of the foundation of a univer-
sity, and what is the best mode of disseminat-
ing higher training and intellectual education
throughout the colony. That can be ascertained
bytheappointment of acommission. Astoendow-
ment, we know that in America it is the prac-
tice to set apart u fixed proportion of all land
for educational purposes. Whether that is a
good plan to adopt here, is a matter on which
opinions miay differ. I do not intend to discuss
that question at the present time. I submit to
the House that all the arguments of expediency,
example, and utility, and even of our own pride,
point in the direction that we should not be
behindhand in doing work which is recognised
by all civilised nations as work that is essential
to the highest progress of a nation. I therefore
move the motion standing in my name.

The PREMIER (Hon. B. D. Morehead) said :
Mr. Speaker,—I wmust congratulate the hon.
member on having delivered a most learned
disquisition on the subject of universities in
general. It is a lecture that I think would have
told very well if it had been delivered in a public
hall, and which showed an immense amount of
erudition and knowledge, but I am not at all sure
that it will have the effect of convincing mem-
bers of this House of the necessity of passing the
resolution which you, Sir, have just read. 1 was
very glad to hear the hon. gentleman say that
the time had long since come when a university
should be established in Queensland. I judge
from that that the time had arrived when
such an institution should be created in our
midst when the hon. gentleman was Premier
of this colony, and when he was left a
large surplus with which to deal. The hon.
gentlemen, during the five years or nearly so
that he held office as Premier, took no steps
towards the establishment of a university in this
colony, but he suddenly discovers, shortly after
he leaves office, that there is a necessity for it.

The Hox. Siz 8. W. GRIFFITH: The
matter was mentioned in the Governor’s Speech
in 1887,

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman says
the matter was mentioned in the Governor’s
Speech in 1827, but he never acted upon it.

The Hox. S1r 8. W. GRIFFITH : You know
the business was stopped in 1887,

The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman came
into power long hefore 1887. In 1883 he was
left by the preceding Government a large
surplus, and the colony was, at that time, as far
as surplus ‘revenue was concerned, in a more
prosperous condition than it is at the present
time. There was then a balance in the Treasury
of £810,000, but no move was made by the
hon. gentleman then. Now, however, when he
is out of office, he poses as a strong supporter
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of a university, and a strong supporter of a con-
siderable expenditure in that direction. Now,
Sir, I think the motion ought to be rejected
on the ground that, at any rate at the present
tine, it is inopportune. It is not advisable at
the present time, even upon financial considera-
tions, which might be a very small reason in the
mind of the hon. gentleman, but which will be a
great consideration in the minds of the taxpayers.
Of course, by tueorists such as the hon. gentle-
man, who believe in high education, and perhaps
they may be right, the mere paltry consideration
of pounds, shillings, and pence isto be putupon one

ide. I doubt very much whether what the hon.
gentleman is so fond of speaking of as the ¢ work-
Ing man” will becontent to be taxed forgiving high
education to a very small number of people. I
doubt very much whether they will be in
sympathy with the hon. gentleman in the speech
he has made this afternoon. No doubt the
institution of a university in Queensland would
be a considerable benefit to a certain section of
the community, but to them only, We know
perfectly well that the way in which education
affects the masses mav be deseribed as a pyramid ;
the three I¥’s form the base, where the larger num-
ber of people will stop. The next class who will
go a little higher will perhaps be one-fourth of
that pyramid. The third class will be that
at which those who go to grammar schools would
stop at; and the fourth would be those who
would go to the university, and in them we get
to the apex of the pyramid. I think that is a
fact that must be admitted. In fact we know
that at the present time, when free exhibitions
are granted to the universities of the other
colonies, sometimes—1I believe quite lately—it has
been difficult to find three persons qualified to
take advantage of the opportunity.

The Howx. Siz 8. W. GRIFFITH ;: Once.

The PREMIER: Yes, once, and that quite
lately ; and Lthink that being so, it is a very strong
argument against the creation of a university in
Queensland at the present time. Now, the hon.
gentleman has spoken about the universities
from South Awustralia to our border — Vie-
toria and New South Wales, Well, those
universities, although in the first instance
endowed by the State, have since been very
heavily endowed by wealthy men in those
colonies. In New South Wales bequests amount-
ing to £189,000 have been recsived. Those were
the last figures I saw, and the amount has been
increasing.  The hon. gentleman knows that in
New South Wales several scholarships were
offered almost immediately after the founding of
the university, and the hon. gentleman himself
gained more than one of them. Scholarships
were awarder by Messrs. Cooper, Deas Thomson,
Barker, and others, if not before, alinost contingent
upon thecreation of that university. Large sunis
of money were granted in that way,

The Hox. Siz 8. W. GRIFFITH: In the
year 1860, when you went there, the total income
from scholarships was less than £200 a year.

The PREMIER : Tam telling the hon. gentle-
man what I know tobe the truth. I know there
are some men who are now alive who attended
that university at the first. These are the
present Judge Windeyer and the Rev. R. S.
Willis. However, that is to a certain extent
beside the question. The main question we have
to consider is, has the time arrived when it is ex-
pedient or necessary that a university should be
established in Queensland? I am of opinion
that the time has not arrived. T am of opinion
that our present educational system will be the
means of sending to the other colonies, through
the exhibitions I have alluded to, the pick of our
boys—those who are desirous of acquiring higher
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education, and of fitting themselves for pro-
fessions such as law, or medicine, or divinity,
which has not been touched as yet. Probably
it is falling off, which is a matter for regret.
Now, it must be borne in mind by this House,
and by every man in the colony, that at the
present time edveation costs a very large.sum
of money indeed. The whole of our educational
vote is £230,000, and that does not include schools
of art, which may be called part of our educational
scheme ; but it includes orphanages and other
things. Roughly speaking, education in this
colony, pure and simple, costs £150,000 a year.

Mr. HYNE : It is money well spent.

The PREMIER: I am not denying for one
moment, in reply to the interjection of the hon.
member for Maryborough, that the money is
well spent. But [ say that it is a very large sum
of money to be expended in a small community
such as we are, and when the hon. gentleman
says it is well spent, I agree with him that it is
giving the sort of education that is required,
even if it is not going beyond that, by the people
of a country such as this. I think, and I believe
the leader of the Opposition will agree with me,
that the public market in Queensland is over-
stocked with university men. I myself know,
and I think many hon. members of this House
know, that there is no more unhappy individual
in the world, or a more luckless person, than a
man coming out to this colony with high educa-
tional acquisitions—a graduate of a nniversity—
looking for work. He is the most difficult man
to place ; he is the most difficult man for whom
to find anything to do, and with such the colony
is lamentably overstocked. The effect of estab-
lishing a university in the colony will be to
further overstock the market.

The Hox. 81z 8. W. GRIFFITH : Not at all-

The PREMIER : Ths hon. gentleman may
say ‘“not at all,” but I have had, both in and
out of buriness, opportunities of observing, and
have arrived at that opinion. It is an opinion
that T am very loth to hold, as I think there is
nothing more lamentable than to see men coming
out to this colomy with professious, and noth-
ing but professions, to make a livelihood out
of, as ther are stranded in three cases out
of four. Those are the facts, and that being
50, I think hon. members of this House will
agree with me that by establishing a uni-
versity in this colony we shall be only inten-
sifying the evil. We do not want gentlemen
who can translate Greek and Latin, or go in
for the differential calculus, or anything of that
kind, to drive our cabs or buzgies, or become
boundary riders or miners. They are men who
from their training are unqualified for any of the
occupations I have mentioned.

The Hon, Sir 8. W. GRIFFITH : Does the
State consist entirely of those persons?

The PREMIER : I am not asserting that the
State consists entirely of those persomns. I am
pointing out that thereis a large number of those
persons, an unduly large number, at present in
our midst looking for work, and unable to obtain
it—one of the results, apparently, of a university
education. If we are going in for increasing our
education, what we want in a colony like this is
a thoroughly technical system of education—not
technical education as understood in connection
with schools of art, or as it is proposed on the
Istimates to be taught in some towns in the
colony, but asystem of technical education which
will bring up men totrades, as is done in certainly
one of the greatest countries in the world, in Ger-
many. Thereisa great deal of difference between
the universities of Germany and Great Britainand
those of these colonies. In Germany the students
live in an economical manner, and they get the
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practical education which they do not get in
Australian universities, and which they do not
- geb in_the universties at present established in
Great Britain,

The Hoy. Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH : I know
that. T pointed out the kind of university that
would be established here.

The PREMIER: Thehon, gentleman wantshy
a shadowy motion of this sovt to clond the reason
of members of this House, to induce them to
vote for a thing which he has not thoroughly
made up his own mind on. If the hon. gentle-
man says, and I don’t think he will, that he
introduced this motion with the intention of
making a radical change in the university edu-
cational system prevailing in the other colonies
of Australia, he would have said so. Now, the
hon. gentleman said amongst other things, that
one of the necessities for having a university in
Queensland was that we wonld be able to
educate the young men in agriculture, mining,
pastoral pursuits, literature, and law.

The Hox. Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH: I said

medicine also.

The PREMIER : Yes, and medicine. Well,
Mr. Speaker, T do not, of course, know how it
would be proposed to educate young men in law
in this colony any more than ther have suceeeded
to any great extent in educating them in law in
the other colonies. I know there are one or two
marked instances of men at the bar, very clever
barristers, who have been educated in the colony ;
buf [ think that, as a rule, their legal knowledge
has been acquired in Great Britain, notwith-
standing the existence of universities in Victoria
and New South Wales.

The Hon. SR 8. W. GRIFFITH : You are
quite wrong.

The PREMIER: With regard to medicine
the same remarks may apply. We have here in
our midst some young Quesnslanders as clever
and able practitioners as you could get in
Australia ; but those to whom I allude have not
been trained either in Melbourne or Sydney,
but in Scotland or the London University.
With regard to literature, I would like to know
what the meaning of training in literature is?
Is it to enable persons to write articles for the
Press, or novels, or poetry ? It seems to me a very
vague term, and one hardly explainedby the hon.
gentleman. Then we come to pastoral pursuits.
Pastoral matters are to have a professor, Well, I
should like, as an experiment, to take a youth of
sixteen or seventeen years of age and put him
for three years under a pastoral professor and
then turn him on to a station to do his work. I
should like to do that merely as an experiment
to see what would happen. Probably he would
not keep his position for a week, unless he was a
proprietor.

The Hox. Sir 8. W. GRIFFITH : Nobody
but a lunatic would do that.

The PREMIER : Nobody but a lunatic would
suggest that there should be a professor to deal
with pastoral matters,

The Hown. S 8. W. GRIFFITH: Idid
not suggest it. I am sorry if I did not make
myself understood, but T eannot help it.

The PREMIER : Then other hon. members
on this side of the House must be as dense as T
am, if I am dense. Then the hon. gentleman
suggested that agriculture should be taught.
In the whole of Great Britain there is only one
school of agriculture which is considered of any
value,

. The Hown. Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH ; Ouly
just now you were complaining of the English
system.
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The PREMIER : There is only one school of
value, and thatis at Cirencester. With regard to
mineral edueation, there might be something in
that, and a great deal of knowledge might be
imparted to a student, but it would give him
no practical teaching, so far as a knowledge of
mining is concerned. I am certain the hon.
gentleman himself would rather take the opinion
of an old practical Queensland miner, with regard
to the value or prospect of a mine, than the opinion
of any professor. However, that is a matter
that would come in with the system I speak
of — general technical education. The hon.
gentleman also talked about Holland being
a poor country with a population of 4,000,000,
and a revenue of £9,000,000. I do not know
that the hon. gentleman would call Great
Britain a poor country, yet the revenue of
Holland is greater in proportion to the popula-
tion than the revenue of Great Britain. When,
therefore, such statements are made, the hon.
gentleman should be quite sure of his facts.

The Hox. Sk S. W. GRIFFITH : T used
the word “*poor” in comparison with the amount
of money they spend on a university.

The PREMIER: Asa matter of fact, Holland
iz the richest country in Europe, and therefore
it cannot be relatively poor, although it is small.
Mr, Speaker, I do not wish to detain the House
any longer. I do not think that any case has
been made out why this expenditure should fall
on the colony at the present time. I have
pointed out that the leader of the Opposition,
who brings in this motion, was for five years in
office, and during a portion of that timne there
was a considerable sum standing to the credit of
the country, During that time he could have
promulgated this scheme, and probably carried
it through, but he did not do so. Now, when
the country is just merging on to the dry land of
prosperity in the future, out of the sea of debt
in the past, he asks us to go in for an expenditure
which he in his plentitude and power did not
I do not want to advertise myself, but
the hon. gentleman has stated that the State
should start by giving money to a university.
‘Well, not so long ago I spent some money in a
neighbouring colony by endowing exhibitions at
the school from which I came. Let the hon.
gentleman and those who are with him, many of
whom are wealthy men, make a start and endow
a university. Will they show their belief and
earnestness in the scheme by putting their hands
in their own pockets before they ask the State to
be depleted for this purpose ?

Mr. GROOM said : Mr. Speaker,—As arepre-
sentative of a constituency that numnbers hun-
dreds of working men in it, T have not the least
hesitation, in their name and on their behalf, in
giving my assent to this motion, and I feel per-
fectly sure they would not offer the least objection
to my doing so, or to the House voting any sum of
money which in its wisdom it may deem neces-
sary for the purpose of establishing a university.
I further believe that the great bulk of the
working men of this colony have a most laudable
desire to impart education to their children, They
haveshown it in many ways. Theyhavelamented
the want of it ; they see theadvantages of it ; and
they are anxious that their children should have a
better education than they themselves have had.
Ifnecessary, theyare quiteready toputtheirhands
in their pockets to give their children the neces-
sary means toattain thateducation. The instances
of self-denial on the part of many parents in
this colony for the purpose of imparting a sound
education to their children are many and great.
They, as we have heard of the curate described
by Goldsmith as *passing rich at £40 a-year,”
who devoted part of his pittance towards the
education of one boy at the university, have
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done the same here, and in this colony a very
considerable amount of the earnings of the
poorer classes has been devoted to the educa-
tion of their children, and I say, all the more
credit and honour to them ~ for it. Now,
I do think that hon. members, in speaking
on this motion, have no right to take into con-
sideration what might have been done when
the leader of the Opposition sat on the other side
of the House, or what might have been done
when the hon. gentlemen now sitting on the
Treasury benches were on this side. That is
altogether beside the question. Tt appears to me
that what we should consider is, whether the time
has come when Queensland ought to commence
the initiation of a university on its own account.
I believe it has. I stated in this House years
ago that I believed the time had arrived for
the establishment of a universitv, As to whether
it shoutd be established on the lines that dis-
tinguish thew in the mother country, or whether
it should be on the lines which distinguish many of
the universities of America, or whether it should
be on the lines of those established in the other
colonies, is a question of detail, to be con-
sidered when the matter comes before us in som
concrete form. The question at present is
whether the time has arrived for the establish-
ment of a university. Ttis a most extraordinary
thing that the very same arguments which were
advanced by the Premier against the university
being established, were advanced against the Uni-
versity of Melbourne when the late Sir Redmond
Barry—then Mr. Redmond Barry—undertook,
single-handed, to start a university in the colony
of Victoria; and in order that I might know
how that university was founded, and by what
means it has obtained its present position, T wrote
to Dr. Brownless,she Chancellor of that institution,
and I have received from him a complete history

of the Melbourne University—one of the most .

interesting documents I have had the pleasure of
reading for a long time ; and if by commencing
as they did we can bring about the same results
in this colony which have been achieved in the
colony of Victoria, then I say we shall be doing
one of the grandest works which any Tegislature
could undertake. The endowment of the Afel-
bourne University at first was £9,000, and there
was a subsequent addition of £5,500, making a
total of £14,500. In this colony we have not
even, as yet, sebt apart a site for a university,
Sir Redmond Barry, at the time when the gold
fever was at its height, and when the accumula-
tion of wealth was the height of ambition
with everyone, suggested to the then Premier
that that was the time, before the whole
of the land round about Melbourne was sold,
when 3 site should be set apart for a university,
and to his sagacity the colony of Victoria will
ever be deeply indebted. An area of 100 acres
was seb apart, which was then considered of
comparatively little value, but, according to Dr.
Brownless, it is now estimated to be worth, at
the very least, a million sterling. That is an
example, no doubt, of the unearned increment,
as the hon. member for Bundanba says, shown
by the extraordinary increase in value of the
lands of that wniversity., That land was appor-
tioned in the following manner — ten acres
were given to the Roman Catholic Church,
ten acres to the Church of England, ten acres
to the Presbyterians, and ten acres to the
Wesleyans, on which they were to erect colleges
in connection with the university. Ten acres
were given over to the university itself, for
its own buildings, on which is now erected
Wilson Hall, at a cost of £30,000, by Sir Samuel
Wilson. In addition to that there is a medical
school, and a training school for teachers; and
twenty acres were set apart for a recreation
ground for the students at the institution.
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They commenced with very humble begiinings.
The Chancellor writes to me that in 1858,
when the professors met in January for the
ordinary matriculation examinations only four
students presented themselves, and only two
passed ; but they were not discouraged with the
prospect before them. They were not downecast,
but stuck to their work in a manly way, and this
is the result now—1I shall read it for the infor-
mation of hon. members, to show what can be
done when  energy and ability are thrown even
into educational matters:—Up to 3rd May, 1886,
the number of students who had presented them-
selves for the matriculation examination was
13,490, of whom 4,646 passed, and 2,355 enrolled
themselves as undergraduates. Now, can any-
thing be more successful than that? Ts that
not an indication of what can be done by
small means, by starting in the early days of
the colony ? But in addition to that, 9,076

‘candidates for the Civil Service presented them-

selves for examination, and 4,534 passed. And
hon. members will observe that in the matricu-
lation examination every student’s paper has
to be accompanied by a cheque of two guineas;
so that over £26,000 has been received in
revenue from the matriculation examinations
alone. Then the whole of the Civil Service candi-
dates are obliged to send a cheque of two guineas,
so that 18,000 guineas have been received in fees
from that source, and that will go a long way
towards supporting the institution. I contend
that we have no right to suppose that the colony
of Queensland is going to continue in its present
condition. Surely we all expect that the colony
will advance, and that we are mnot going to
remain at a standstill. Why should we not
male some provision then for the future? Why
should we at the present time be sending away,
as we are doing, all the best of our youths to be
educated in the other colonies, where they lose
all their sympathy for Queensland? They either
become New South Welshmen, or Victorians, or
I know of
one instance of a young gentleman, who, when
he attains the age of twenty-ome, will be
entitled to a fortime of £100,000 at least. Both
his parents are dead, and he is being educated in
England, where all his sympathies will lie. He
will have no sympathy with Australia, for his
scholasticassociations will all bein England, when
they ought to be here. I have no doubt that his
friends would have had him educated here if
Queensland had possessed an institution to afford
him the necessary education. Of that I am
pratty well assured.

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Hon. J,
Donaldson): His friends were in fngland
perhaps.

Mr, GROOM : The hon. gentleman says his
friends were in England, but he will pardon me
for saying that his friends were here. His father
and mother lie buried here, and his relatives are
here, one of his relatives going with him to
England. That is only one case, though I know
of others. It is just as well we should know
that at the present time there are thirteen
students from Queensland at Ormond college.
There are twenty-three Queensland students at
Trinity College, which is largely overcrowded,
and thereare a considerable number of Queens-
land students, whose number is mnot given
to me, boarding out in Melbourne, who at-
tend the lectures either at Ormond or Trinity.
I did not ascertain the pumbers attending at the
Sydney University, as I thought the leader of
the Opposition would have given that informa-
tion. Then there are,seweral attending the
English universities, and several at Edinburgh.
In fact, we are sending at the present time the
cream of our youth to be educated in other
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countries, when I maintain we should educate
them here. Even from a pecuniary point of
view they should be kept here. We are sending
fees to other universities sufficient to endow
a chuir in & university. Look at the number of
candidates entering every year for the senior
and junior examinations in connection with the
Syduney University. Hach senior paper has to
be accompanied by a fee of two guineas, and esch
junior by a fee of one guinea, Those fees are all
going away to benefit other educational institu-
tions, and I consider that money should be kept
for our own advantage. It was said by the
Premier—and I was rather surprised to kear the
statement—that all the leading barristers of our
city had obtained the great bulk of their
education in England, the imputation being
that it was scarcely possible for alegal education
to be imparted to them in the colony. But
here is a statement fromn Dr, Brownless, which

ought to carry weight with the thinking portion-

of the community. He says, in speaking of the
law schools established in 1856 by the late
Professor Hearn, that almost all the members
of the Victorian bar have received their train-
ing there, and that the solicitors there are
obliged to pass the examinations preseribe:d for
the degree of LI.B. That is a very different
statement from the one made by the Premier.
So that as far as the legal education connected
with the Univeriity of Melbourne is concerned, it
is clear that the University of Melbourne is in a
position to impart as high an education as any of
the universities of Great Britain. I think it will
be admitted that those members of the Victorian
bar, educated at the Melbourne University, who
have risen to the position of judges, possess as
high legal attainments and intellectual qualifica-
tions as any English barristers who have received
an Knglish legal education. No one can doubt
the benefit that has resulted from the establish-
ment of universities in other colenies; and
much as I value our educational system,
proud as I am of the fact that this colony
with 400,000 people is able to devote £230,000 a
year to primary education, and £10,000 a year
to the endowment of grammar schools, I should
be still more proud if we were to affirm that the
time has arrived when the capping stone of that
system should be completed by the establishment
of a upniversity. We ought at least to express
the opinion that the time has arrived when
a beginning should be made in that direction.
There is nothing to lose by doing so, but quite the
contrary ; and I believe, with the leader of
the Oppo=ition, that having a board of professors
in connection with a university here would be
of immense advantage to the general community,
and would also be of great service to the Govern-
ment in many ways. I say it would be of
immense advantage to the colony, if we had a
board of professors composed of such men as the
first professors of the Melbourne University, who
laid the foundations of one of the grandest
institutions in the southern hemisphere, It has
been said, in reference to the wealthy men
of Queensland, that we do not see them fol
lowing the example of Francis Ormond, and
other gentlemen in the southern colonies who
have largely endowed educational institutions
in their lifetime, besides making adequate pro-
vision for them after their death. But what
is the reason? We have not made a beginning
ourselves. And I do not blame the wealthy
men of this colony for not endowing educational
and other institutions, seeing that we have not
ourselves made a start towards the establish-
ment of those institutions. I do not think
it is a proper thing to ask the wealthy
men of the colony to contribute of their
wealth, and relieve others from the duty of
doing their part as well. I say weought to make
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a beginning ourselves. If we cannot say we will
set apart a site for a university, we should at
any rate pass a resolution for the appointment
of a commission to inquire into the best class of
university to establish in this eolony, whether on
technical lines, as in Germany, or on technical
and scientific lines as in America, or on high
inteliectual lines similar to those established in the
southern colonies. We onght certainly to make
a beginning, because at the present time we
are driving away the best of our youth to other
colonies, and other countries, to reccive their
education, which ought to be imparted here. I
hope I shall not do the Minister for Public In-
struction an injustice by saying that I hope his
sympathies are with those exhibition scholar-
ships in connection with universities.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION (Hon. J. Donaldson): Certainly.

Mr. GROOM : I am glad to hear the hon.
gentleman say so. 1 have always taken a greab
interest in those scholarships. 1 have watched
the results from the time they were established
in 1878 up to the present time, and no part of the
annual education report is perused by me with
greater interest than that in which the Under
Sccretary sets forth the attainments of those
young Queensland gentlemen, the winners of
these exhibitions, who are studying at the
various universities. Something has been said
in regard to the difficulty of getting young
men to compete for those scholarships; but if
that difficulty is inquired into I daresay it
will be found that it is owing to the expenses
which have to be incurred. If a scholarship
worth £100 is given here to a student, another
£100 has to be added to enable him to pay the
whole of the fees which will be necessary to
enable him to ecomplete his education at a univer-
sity. How many parents are in a position to
And if a young man
enters as a law student, it requires another
£50 at least to enable him to complete his
education at the Melbourne University. KEven
if he does like some of the students in Scotch
universities—if he lives on porridge from Sunday
morning till Saturday night, and only has one
good meal on a Sunday, as many of them do;
and they are all the more to be admirved for doing
so—even then the whole of his expenses after
getting his B. A. degree willamount to £250a year.
How many parents in the colony belonging to the
industrial classes are in a position to send their
sons to a university under these circumstances,
even supposing they are victorious in the compe-
tition for scholarships? That is an important
point to be considered, and we ought not to de-
preciate the efforts of this House to impart the
highest education to the young men of the
colony, simply because of the difficulty to which I
havereferred. If wehadauniversity inthiscolony,
those expenses would not be nearly so great to our
young men as they are in Melbourne, because in
many cases they could live with their parents.

Mr. MURPHY : Only Brisbane boys. Other
boys might as well be sent to Melbourne.

Mr. GROOM : Expenses are much greater in
a large city like Melbourne than they are in
Brisbane.

Mr. MURPHY : No.

Mr. GROOM : T know they are from personal
experience.

Mr. MURPHY : Living is cheaper in London
than anywhere else in the world.

Mr. GROOM: What I maintain is, that we
ought not to depreciate what has been done to
enable young men to secure the advantages of
higher education, simply because in one year
there was likely to be a failure on account of the
lack of competitors.
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The Hown. Sir S. W. GRIFFITH : There
were plenty of candidates ; but they did not pass
the examination.

Mr. GROOM : To accentuate what I said just
now with regard to the character of the educa-
tion imparted in the southern universities, I
will repeat a statement made to me when I went
to the Melbourne Xxhibition, by a gentleman
connected with the university there. To show
the severe examinations which students have to
undergo in the Melbourne University, he in-
formed me that medical students who had failed
to pass their examination there had gone to Cam-
bridge and matriculated there, and then obtained
the degree they failed to obtain in Melbourne.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND
WORKS (Hon. J. M. Macrossan): What has
that got to do with the question?

Mr. GROOM : I mention it because the
Premier rather depreciated the education given
at colonial universities, and said they were not
able to give as good an education as in Kngland.
It was known that although this individual
eould not pass in Melbourne, he would be able to
pass if he went home to England. It shows, at
all events, the high character of the examinations
which a student has to undergo before he can pass
in Melbourne, and his degree is of course all the
more valued. ~The student who has obtained his
degree in Melhourne has obtained a very high
state of culture indeed, and he is not crammed.
Theexarminationis a test which entirely disposesof
the idea of cramming, and a student can only
obtain his degree by sheer hard work and natural
ability. On all grounds—on the ground that
being, as I always have been, a strong advocate
of higher education, on the ground that it would
be an immense advantage to the country if a
university should be established, on the ground
that we should not send our students out of the
colony to be educated, but that we ought to
educate them here, I trust the motion will be
allowed to pass. I do not think we should be
constantly advertising the alleged poverty of
Queensland. No matter what proposition is
brought forward at the present time, the cry is al-
ways raised thatthefinances of thecolony will not
permit of it. And yet in the same breath we
tallk about our enormous resources. No doubt
we have here enormous resources, and yet we
talk about our deficit as something enough to
frighten us. We are told the colony is in a
frightful position because it has a deficit of
£600,000. I am not frightened of it. New
South Wales does not seem afraid with her over-
draft of £2,500,000. She is as prosperous as we
are; her debentures oceupy a higher position
than ours in the London market ; she has refused
to vote any money for immigration, and yet people
Ikeep flocking to her shores from abroad ——

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND
WORKS: We ought to increase our deficit
according to that.

Mr. GROOM : I do notsay that; but it is
high time we ceased to hold up our deficit as a
bugbear to stop all progress. It is now held up
as a cart of Juggernaut to crush the life out of any
proposition made here to advance the best in-
terests of the colony. The public outside are
becoming sick of hearing the cry of ¢ Deficit !
deficit 1” like the old cry of *“ Wolf ! wolf I”

The MINISTER TFOR MINES AND
WORKS : Yes; but the deficit is here now.

My, GROOM: And we aredoing our best to
try to wipe it off. Those of us who bave
families, at all events, are. I admit that hon.
gentlemen on the other side with no families do
not know exactly how the shoe pinches. I know
I do, and I am perfectly prepared to bear if
without any grumbling. At the same time, I

[9 Aveusr.]

1071

a University.

contend we ought not to resist a motion of this
kind, which is really one for the higher intellec-
tual and moral education of the people. We
ought now to affirm the principle—which, in my
opinion, ought to have been affirmed by the
House years ago—that a university should be
established in Queensland. Lot us, at all events,
now make s beginning. The subjeet is one which
commends itself to our warniess sympathies, and
it commends itself especially to those members
of the community who have families, and who
are desirous to provide for their children the
highest education that can be obtained.

Mr. ARCHER said : Mr. Speaker,—I think
all of us are so satisfied that it would be a great
benefit to Queensland if a university were Aestab-
lished, that it is hardly worth while arguing in
favour of it. I at all events sm of that opinion.
The only question is, Have we the means to
establish a university ? It is just as necessary
for Gavernments as for private persons to provide
first for their necessities, and to wait for their
Iuxuries until they are in a position to pay for
them olt of their superabundance. It can
hardly be said as yst that a university is a neces-
sity for Queensland. For a long time past we
have been sending our children to the neighbour-
ing colonies for their higher edueation, :1,11@ it
would be far better to continue that system than
to give it here on borrowed money.

The Hoy. SIr S. W. GRIFFITH: Tt is only
rich people who can do that.

Mr. ARCHER: It isas cheap for the people
of Queensland to send their children to Sydney
as to send them to Brishane.

HoxoURABLE MEMBEERS : No!l

Mr. ARCHER: I say deliberately that for
persons living— I will not say at Normanton,
but—at Townsville, or Cairns, or any of the
ports on the eastern seaboard, it isas cheap to
send children to Sydney or Melbourne for their
education as to educate them in Brisbane.
They have to send them away from home ; that
is a matter beyond doubt, There seems to be
some doubt as to where the university—suapposing
one to be established—would be situated. But
there can be no doubt that it must be in the
chief centre of populabion; it must be in the
neighbourhood of Brisbane.

The Hox. Sm 8. W. GRIFFITH: The
examining body must be here.

Mr. ARCHEL Al petty local jealousies
must give way to the place most useful, and that
place must bé Brishane : and I say that when a
man has to send his sons away from home for
their education, and to take lodgings for them,
it malkes no difference in cost whether he sends
them to Brishbane or to Sydney or Melbourne.
Therefore the whole question to me is a matter
of pounds, shillings, and pence. If this propesal
was brought forwarrd at a bime when the Treasury
was full,” instead of at a time when we are
deeply in debt and are paying off a large deficit,
T would decidedly vote for it; and if I have the
pleasure of remaining so long a member o.f _the
House as to see the colony in such a position,
and the hon. gentleman brings it on again,
shall be most happy to do so.

The Hox. Stz S, W, GRIFFITH :
make the inquiry ?

Mr. ARCHER: I would not take any step—
not even the first step—likely to involve expen-
diture uptil we are in a position to spend the
money. That is the sole ground on which this
proposition does not meet with my approv'al.
There was one remsrk made by the Premier with
which T cannot agree. He sald this university
would be of benefit to some sections of the com-
munity. I believe it would be of beuefit to the
entire community, I cannmot imagine how the

Why not
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mtelligence of a portion of the community can
be raised without its being a. benefit to every
other part of that community, although the benefit
would not be equally great to all. ~ As T have
not the slightest doubt that a great many hon.
members wish to speak on this subject, I will
not say more, especially as all the arguments in
favour of the establishment of a university have
been exhausted by the leader of the Opposition.
The only reason why T caunot support the hon.
gentleman is the fact that we ought not to treat
ourselves to luxuries until we can afford to pay
for our necessaries.

Mr. OSULLIVAN said: Mr. Speaker,—I
have to apologise to the House for speaking on
this subject at all, but as T may not be here after
tea, I wish to put on reeord that I am thoroughly
in favour of this motion. I have been entirely
deceived by the speech of the hon. the Premier.
He has not brought forward one argument to
convince me. I know possibly a great deal more
than any other hon. member of this House the
want of education, and for that reason any little
money I have had to spare I have spent
upon my children, in order to give them the best
education I could. I have had to send some of
them away ; and through not being able to afford
it, there were others whom I could not send
away, and we had to do the best we could for
them in the colony. I think it no argument
whatever for the Premier to say, Why did not
the leader of the Opposition start this university
when he was in power? I say that is entirely
beside the question. Neither do I agree with him
that for the most part what are called “the three
R’s,” aud no higher education, is all that is neces-
sary for someclasses of men in this colony. Ithink
we are all pretty well on a level here. I once
heard a story of an Trishman who said, ““ Be gob,
one man’s as good as another, and perhaps he is
the better of the two.” At any rate, I take this
view of it. That the working men who have
come to this colony and worked their way up
are looking forward to raising their children some-
what higher than they themselves were in the
educational scale. There is scarcely one amongst
us who does not wish to see some fine-looking
son of ours rise to be Chief Justice of the
colony, or a great barrister, or some leader of
men—captain of the volunteers or something
of that kind. We all have that idea, and it is a
very laudable ambition. Some of our greatest
blockheads when young turn out the best men
afterwards. We are all interested in looking
after the education of our children, and there is
no doubt the time has come when initiative
steps should be taken to establish a university.
Even if those steps are taken now, it may be two
or three years before the college will be practically
established, and our sons can be educated in it.
A boy of twelve now would be fifteen then, and
it would be quite time for him to go to college if
it was intended to give him that education.
I do not believe the Premier’s argument that
anything more than ‘“the three R’s” is not
necessary for the general part of the people of
this colony. The educated loafer who comes
here from home—the college educated loafer—I1
believe was bad at home, and whether he was
educated or not he would e a trouble to himself
for ever after. A lazy man or a loafer isalways
a trouble to himself. A man should always
have something to do, and he must be a very
lazy man who, whetlier educated or uneducated,
connot find a living in this colony. I did not
intend to malke a speech on the question, but
merely to place on record, as I may not be here
when it comes to a division, that 1 am entirely
in favour of the proposal ; and I think that those
whn have been at the bottom of, and have
worked up for years past this college business,
deserve the thanks of the people of this colony.
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T represent, generally speaking, the working
classes of the colony, and I am satisfied that
they, and more particularly the farmers of the
colony, are as much in favour of this university
as any other people. I have therefore the
greatest pleasure in supporting the motion.

The Hox. A, RUTLEDGE said : Mr. Speaker,
— I must confess that I experienced aconsiderable
amountof dissppointmentinlisteningtothespeech
of the hon. gentleman at the head of the Govern-
ment. Of course I am awarethat beingresponsible
for the administration of the affairs of the colony,
it is part of his duty to see that no unnecessary
inroads are made upon the resources of the
Treasury ; but while making every allowance for
that natural and proper feeling, I must confess
that I was disappointed at the tone of the
remarks he addressed to the House in reply to
the admirable speech of my hon. friend who
introduced this motion. He said it was an
inopportune motion. It is quite true that in
one sense it may be regarded as inopportune
because we had not got a surplus in the Treasury ;
but if we are to wait for evervthing beneficial to
the best interests of the colony until we have an
overflowing exchequer, a large surplus to our
credit in the Treasury, I am afraid weshall have
to wait a very long time indeed for many very
necessary innovations in the colony. 1If the
people of New South Wales had gone on that
prineciple, they would not have a university to-
day. In fact, they would to-daybe further away
from having a university than they were when
they had arevenue of only half-a-million of money.
In that colony they have, or had a short time ago,
a deficit approaching £2,000,000 sterling ; and if
the arguments of the hon. gentleman at the
head of the Government and the hon. member
for Rockhampton are to prevail—that we are
not to go in for taking the initiatory sbeps
towards establishing a university because there
is a deficit in the Treasury—then I say that
on that principle there never would have been a
university in any of the Australian colonies at
all. The hon. gentleman says this is an inoppor-
tune time. Why? I have sometimes heard it
advanced by hon, members asa reason forrejecting
a motion that has been submitted to the House,
that the people outside have not expressed a
desire in the direction indicated by the motion
submitted, but that cannot be advanced as a
reason in this case. Hon. members will remem-
ber that last session we had almost innumerable
petitions presented from all parts of the colony
asking the House to take steps towards the
establishment of a university. We have had
similar petitions this session also, and I contend
that the fact that those petitions came pouring
in from all parts of the colony, signed by persons
representing all clases of the community, is
the best evidence we could possibly desire
that the feeling of the community is in favour
of the early establishment of a university in
Queensland. I have hardly any patience with
the arguments I heard advanced by some mem-
bers against the establishment of a university,
such, for instance, as that used by the hon.
gentleman at the head of the Government, when
he said that the avenues to the professions are
crowded already, and that we shallbeonly increas-
ing, to an alarming extent, the evil that already
exists by the multiplication of graduates. Ifailto
see that the evil the hon. gentleman anticipates
will be aggravated by the establishment of a
university. The hon. gentleinan and others
cannot get away from the old-world ideas of a
university ; they cannot disassociate the idea
from a palatial building costing no end of
money, a large staff of highly salaried professors
and other extravagant adjuncts, such as exist in
the great universities of Great Britain, and in
Sydney and Melbourne, The hon. the leader
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of the Opposition, in asking the House to
affirm the desirability of establishing a univer-
sity, does not, I take it, desire the House
to commit itself to anything so extravagant
as that. He asks that we shall begin in a
modest way ; that we should in the matter of
universities, as in all other things, adapt our
expenditure to our circumstances. He asks thata
university may beestablished onsuchabasisasmay
berecommended by a Royal ecommission appointed
by this House to investigate the whole subject.
What could be fairer or better than that? Some
hon. gentlemen opposite cannot get away from
the idea that in establishing a university you
are multiplying the number of educated men
who are all treading on one another’s heels in the
endeavour to get into the learned professions.
I take it that that is an egregious mistake for
hon, members to make. The reason why we
have so many of these people who are university
men seeking admission to the professions, and
doing so little in the way of earning a livelihood
when they get into the professions, is because
university men are far too rare in this colony.
If we had more university men among the
ordinary educated population it would be the
exception, not the rule, to find university men
overcrowding the professions. It is a thing of
which I myself feel ashamed., A member of the
profession to which I belong told me that he rode
into the city not many months ago with an indi-
vidual who is carrying on business in one of the
principal strests of the city, and who started in
business only three or four year ago—a man with
no education at all, a man with no superior
intellectual gifts or advantages, and yet that man,
simply because he was able to take advantage
of favourable opportunities of establishing him-
self in business, had placed himself in a posi-
tion where he was earning more thousands a
year than that highly educated barrister was
hundreds in his profession at thebar, Icontend
that if university men became the rule and not
the exception, we should find more men who had
had the advantage of a university education
launching out in all the avenues that business
opens up to the enterprise of educated men., Is
a man any the worse auctioneer because he is
a graduate ? Is a banker any the worse banker
because he is a graduate of a university ?

The PREMIER : He is probably no better.

The Hon., A, RUTLEDGE : I think he is
better, Kvery maun is better for having his
mental powers enlarged and his ideas expanded.
Even the old pagans speak of the refining
influence of education.

The PREMIER : The old pagans were better
educated than you or I.

The Ho~N. A. RUTLEDGE : Perhaps they
were, and I say that we should place no impedi-
ment in the way of education in the completest
form in which it can be placed at the disposal of
our children. We should not associate this pro-
posal for the establishment of a university with
kid-gloved young gentlemen who are not fit
for anything else but the learned professions.
There are men in business in this city who have
had the advantages of a university education, and
I insist that they are all the better for it, and
if numbers of our young people went through
the higher schools and obtained a degres,
such as could be obtained at little expense,
graduates would be more numerons, and it
would not be considered #he respectsble thing to
be a member of the learned professions. I feel
warmly upon this subject, and I do so as reprz-
senting a constituency consisting to a large extent
of working men. I know that the miner, the
practical miner, will be all the hetter for the
highest ‘education we can give. Hon. members
have talked about the uselessness of establishing
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a university in Brisbane, because it would cost
just as much to send a lad to Brisbane as to
Melbourne or Sydney. Suppose, for the sake of
argnment, leaving the passage money out of the
question, that it costs no more in one case than
in the other, does it follow that if we had a
university in Queensland the youth of the colony
would necessarily have to come to Brisbane ? No,
they would not have to do anything of the kind.
That is the old-world idea which we must
get rid of. What we want is the American
idea, that you should give a degree to a man,
not because he has passed a certain time within
certain four walls, or that he has passed a
certain time under the teachingof a particular pro-
fessor, but because the examining body declares
thathehas the educational qualifications requisite
to justify that body in conferring the degree.
What, then, does it matter where the man gets
his education? We chould have educated men
in all parts of the colony, so that in all localities
where there were promising youths, there would
be people competent to coach them sufficiently
to enable them to pass the examining body in
Brivbane, and obtain a university degree without
the necessity of abandoning themselves entirely
to study. If we proceeded in this way we should
haveauniversity that wouldconfer untold benefits
upon the youth of the colony of Queensland in
the future. Surely we have some patriotism
left and are not always going to be pensioners on
the bounty of New South Wales and Victoria.
The Premier takes great pride in maintaining
the pre-eminence of Queensland in many of those
great questions that come to the front in the
Australian colonies, and he worthily sustains
the position in which he is placed as the head of
the Government in this colony in endeavouring
to keep Queensland to the fore. Why then is
he content, why should he be willing, in this
matter to follow in the wake of New South
Wales and Victoria, and just accept thankfully
such benefactions in this respect as they are
pleased to confer on us? We ought to have
more publie spirit, more patriotism, than to be
willing, for an indefinite length of time, to con-
tinue to receive benefactions of this sort from the
neighbouring colonies ? I do not think that if I
were to speak all night I could say anything
stronger than has been said by my hon. friend,
the leader of the Opposition, and the hon. member
for Toowoomba, Mr. Groom, in advocating the
cause of this university, but I cannot see, merely
because we have a small deficit now, that this
House should not take at least the initiatory steps
proposed in the motion towards the establish-
ment of a university. Some hon. members have
said, ““Why do not some rich men establish a
university out of the thousands of pounds they
have acquired as the result of their enterprise
in Queensland? Why do not some of our
very wealthy men devote a portion of their
wealth to an object of that character?” The
answer to that is that the way is not open
to them yet in Queensland. Before we can
have a university we must have that in-
stitution incorporated by Act of Parliament.
What reason has a business man who is pre-
pared in the interests of higher education to give
£100,000 towards theestablishmentof a university
to believe that Parliament will accept his gift ?
How does he know that Parliament would not
say, “Thank you for nothing; take back your
£100,000 7 I say that this debate will, to a great
extent, go to deter many men from de.votmg. a
portion of their wealth to an object like this,
when they see what little sympathy hon,
members opposite have with the establishment of
an institution of snch a character, Before any
man will devote a portion of his wealth to a
specified object that object must exist.

The PREMIER : He may create it.
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The Hon., A. RUTLEDGE: No; only this
House can create a university. No individual
can do it, even if he gave a million of money.

The PREMIER : There are universities in
America which have been created by private
individnals.

The Hox. A. RUTLEDGE : The hon. gentle-
man is right in one sense; they can be created
by individuals if the State accepts the gift.

The PREMIER: Did you ever know any
State refuse to accept money ?

The HonN, A. RUTLEDGE : The State might
say, ‘‘ If we accept this gift, where is it going to
land us? We cannot establish a university with
this gift alone.” I say that until this House
gives evidence to the country that it is in
sympathy with the establishment of an institu-
tion like this, it is vain to ask men to devote
a portion of their wealth to the endowment of a
university. It is our duty——

The PREMIER : To tax people?
The Hon. A, RUTLEDGE: The tax will

be a very insignificant one compared with the
enormous benefit that will be conferred. I
should be the very last to advocate an institu-
tion of this kind if I thought it would be
established in the way the Sydney and Mel-
bourne and Oxford and Cambridge Univer-
sities are established and carried on. If it is
possible to have something novel in this com-
munity, it is possible to have a novel method
of operation as well. At the present time we
are not rich enough ; but all men in this colony
are alive to the advantages of refinement, and
education, and culture. I say that, represent-
ing a mining constituency, I am acting in
accordance with the wishes and sentiments of
the miners in supporting a motion like this, which
will be the means of diffusing a wider knowledge
amongst themselves and their sons, and be the
best means of utilising the enormous mineral
wealth that has been so freely distributed, and
which is now lying awaiting the operations of
the intellectual adventurer in all portions of the
colony.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION said : Mr. Spenker,—I have not had
the advantage of having received a wuni-
versity education myself, and, being deprived
of that advantage, of course I value educa-
tion to a greater extent. Amny opposition I
may offer to this resolution to-night I trust
will not be set down to the fact that, be-
cause I have not received a university educa-
tion, T am not in sympathy with the establish-
ment of a university in Queensland, I would
not like the impression to go about, more
particularly considering the position I occupy
as Minister for Public Instruction, that I am
indifferent upon this subject, and do not wish
higher education to be established here. I
say this more by way of apology, and so that
there shall be no misunderstanding. Now, all
the arguments that have been used this evening
in favour of a university, I do not think anyoneis
likely to gainsay. /

The Hown, Sk 8. W.
Premier objects to them all,
university.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : He objects to a university being
established in Queensland at the present time.

The Ho~n. Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH: He
objects to the university itself,

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION: I did not understand the hon. gentle-
man to do so. He said the time wasinopportune
for a university here, T followed his remarks

GRIFFITH: The
He objects to the
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very closely, but I did not hear him say he
objected to a university in Queensland at a
perhaps not distant date.

The Hon. Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH: He said

we did not want university education for cabmen.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : T do not see that it is desirable that a
cabman should have a university education. I
thought my hon. colleague merely gave that as
an illustration to show that persons came here
from other places with high educational attain-
ments, and yet did not succeed, though they might
have had such an education as that indicated
by the hon. gentleman in moving the reso-
lutions. That is the way in which I took
his argument at the time he was stating it
in regard to the condition of this colony. The
hon. gentleman who introduced this subject,
made one of the most able speeches I have ever
had the pleasure of listening to. e marshalled
his facts consistently, and the conclusions he
arrived at, no onein the House can gainsay—
not I, for one, at all events. But the con-
dition of Queensland now is not the same as
that of New South Wales, where, it has been
stated, they started a university with a very
small population and a very small revenue. 1%
must be borne in mind that at that time we
were separated from the mother country some
16,000 miles, and it took a considerable time to
go there. Instead of taking only from thirty to
thirty-five days, as it does now, it was a matter
of many. months and a great expense to send
youths to the mother country to be educated.
Therefore the necessity arose for a university in
Sydney, and although it started at first as
any other institution may start, in a small
way, it has gradually grown, until now I
believe it is one of the foremost institutions
of its kind in the world. I daresay it holdsa
position ranking nearly equal to many kindred
institutions in the old country. Some years

- afterwards the Melbourne University was started,

and it is now largely attended. The conditions
are quite different in New South Wales and Vic-
toria from what they are here. Sydney and
Melbourne are not only the capitals, but they
are the only large and important cities in their
respective colonies. Nearly half the population
of either colony is within a very short distance
of the capital, and the universities are, there-
fore, within the reach of half the population.
But the case is very different here. Along our sea-
board we have various large towns, and we have
but a small proportion of the population within
a reasonable distance of Brisbane, and I am
sure that if any attempt was made to establish,
and we did establish, a university, it would
undoubtedly have to be in Brisbane as the
capital, and T am certain that that would not
meet with the approval of the Central and
Northern portions of the colony. The people
there would at once say: “If we have to send
our boys to a university, we may as well send
them at once to universities that have been for a
considerable time established—those that have
given proof of their excellence—instead of send-
ing them to a nearer institution, the result of
which is doubtful.”

The Hox, S1r S. W. GRIFFITH : The same
difficulty exists in New Zealand.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION: The same difficulty existed in Mel-
bourne. I admit that, of course. Some hon,
gentlemen may say that the svoner we commence
the sooner we shall get over that difficulty. I
admit that that is to a certain extent an argument
against me.

The Hox. Sz S, W, GRIFFITH : You are
still harping on the old English universities,
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The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION: No, I am not doing so intentionally. If
I have got into that groove it has been uninten-
tional,

The Hon. Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH: You are
speaking of one thing, and I was speaking of
another.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : The hon. gentleman talked all over the
world. He referred to universities in America,
Canada, Holland, Germany, France, England,
and Australia. 1 am talking about Australian
institutions, and Tam trying to point out, although
perhaps I may fail to do so, that at the present
time there would not be a very great advantage,
except to those within a short distance of Bris-
bane, in having a university here. I distinctly
stated, when I rose to speak, that I had no wish
that a university should not, at some time or
other, be established in Queensland.

The Hox. Sir 8. W. GRIFFITH : The sume
objection will always exist.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : The same objection cannot always exist,
because the population of the colony must in-
crease considerably within the next twenty or
thirty years. I am not saying, of course, that
the establishment of a university should be
deferred to such a time as that ; but the popula-
tion must necessarily increase, and as it increases
there must be a larger number of youths whom it
will be desirable to send to a university, I do
not think there are many at the present time ; that
is my opinion. By a resolution of this House we
have provided for three exhibitions every year
for universities, and the holders of those have a
right to attend any university in any part of the
Empire. Some of our exhibition holders are in
England, and some are in the neighbouring
colonies.

The Hown. SR 8. W. GRIFFITH: They
ought to be here.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION: T would like to see them here; but at
the same time I venture to say that if the con-
ditions were the same as at present, and we had
our own university, unless we restricted them,
they would go to other colonies,

The Hox. S1r 8. W. GRIFFITH : Of course
you would have no exhibitions then.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : You wmight shut the other universities
against them ; but what I say is that under the
conditions existing at the present time the lads
gaining exhibitions would go to the other univer-
sities. Of the last exhibitioners, I kuow that one
of them has gone to the old country, and the
other two are, I believe, in Sydney. The father
of the first youth said he would not send his boy
to a colonial university, and many of the parents
of these boys are very anxious to send them fo
the old country. That feeling exists amongst a
number of people at the present time, and will
continue to exist for a good while yet. People
coming out here from the old country have the
feeling that the colonial universities are not atall
erqual to the English universities, and if they cunat
all afford it, they prefer to send their boys to the
old country to be educated. I only mention
that by way of argumment to show that there is
no immediate necessity for the establishment of
auniversity in Queensland. No doubt if there
was such an institution establivhed here, the
bulk of the people who would take advantage of
it would be those who are in a good enough
position to pay for the education of their boys
elsewhere, if they chose to do so.

The Hox. Stz S. W. GRIFTFITH: No; itis
just for those who cannot afford to do that.
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The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION: That is not my opinion. What_proof
can the hon. gentleman bring for that? I have
taken notice of the boys who go up to the other
universities at the present time.

The Hox. Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH: What
test is that?

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : It is a great test, becanse in the bulk of
those cases the parents would not be able to send
those boys up to a university unless they had
gained an exhibition. .

The Hox. S1r 8. W. GRIFFITH : Those
people have to pay money out of their own
pockets to keep the boys while at the univer-
sities.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : The small sum of £50 will pay for the
extra expense at Sydney and Melbourne.

An HonNoUraBLE MEMBER : A poor man
cannot afford that.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC.
TION : If poor parents have boys of excep-
tional ability, I, for one, would be sorry o see
those lads deprived of an opportunity of giving
their exceptional abilities full scope ; but I must
say that T have heard of no exceptionally clever
boys who have desired to have a university
education, who have not by some means or other
been able to get it.

The Hox. S1r S. W. GRIFFITH : Thereare
plenty of them.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : I am not aware of it, and though Iam
not, of course, in the confidence of the parents of
ail the children of this colony, I have some
opportunities of knowing something about them,
and I have not heard of a single case where a
boy of excaptional ability has not been able to
get the advantage of a university education.

Mr. HYNE : The parents may have to undergo
great privations to get it for them.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : Very probably ; but they have to do that
in all countries. Is the State to take all educa-
tion in hand from the bottom to the top? If
that is what is intended, then by all means let
us have a resolution tabled to that effect at
once, and then we shall know where we are. If
it is considered desirable, in the interests of the
rising generation, that all the youth of the
colony, girls as well as boys—for they are referred
to in this resolution-—should have the advantage,
at the expense of the State, of education up to
a university degree, let us have a resolution fo
that effect.

The Hoy. Sm S. W. GRIFFITH: How
will your arguments apply to girls going to Sydney
or Melbourne ?

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : I spoke of this resclution, Girls are
referred to in the terms of this resolution, and
that is why I referred to them.

The Hox. S1r 8. W. GRIFFITH : Yes; but
how will your arguments tell with respect to girls
going to Svdney or Melbourne ?

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : I am not arguing in favour of the hon.
gentleman’s resolution. I am arguing against it.
T was saying that if it is the intention of this
Parliament to provide all education in the terms
of the hon. gentleman’s resolution, by all means
let us adopt that, and we shall know exactly what
we are doing. 1 think the hon. gentleman will
agree with me that up to a certain point in the
matter of education we in Queensland stand the
equal of any of the other colonies. I have every
reason to think that our primary schools are
equal to any in the other colonies, and we are
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rather ahead of them so far as grammar schools
are concerned ; because that system of education
is generally conducted by private colleges in
Victoria and New South Wales, I believe we
are ahead of the other colonies up to a certain
point, though, of course, we have not the advan-
tage of having a university here. No doubt we
shall have one in the course of a few years. At the
present time there are ditliculties in the way of
it.  First of all, there is our financial position.
I do not wish to make a great cry about that,
but it is an obstacle.  Another obstacle would
be the jealousy that would arise in different
parts of the colony if we had but one university,
and that one in Brisbane,

The Hox. 818 8. W. GRIFFITH : Thatisa
subject for inquiry.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : I donot think an inquiry would settle
the matter. I do not think an inquiry would
satisfy Townsville, Rockhampton, Mackay, or
other Northern towns.

The Hox. Stk 8. W. GRIFFITH : The same
difficulty has arisen in many other places and
has been got over.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION: Ido not know where the many other
places are.

The Hox, S1r 8. W, GRIFFITH : Tt existed

in New Zealand and has been got over there.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION: Is there only one university in New
Zealand ?

The Hox. Sz 8. W, GRIFFITH : Yes.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION: I know difficulties occurred there in
other respects. They pretty well ruined them-
selves in trying to give small railway extensions
in different parts of the colony, and had not the
money afterwards to connect them. I bring
that in by way of illustration, to show the
jealousies that arose in that colony, and the
difficulties they landed them in. Perhaps at the
time the University Bill was passed in that
colony there might not have been any very great
interest taken in it.

The PREMIKR : It was passed in 1850 when
it was a Crown colony.

The Hon. Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH: You
are speaking of New South Wales. New
Zealand has one university and four colleges.
The university is only an examining body.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION: They got over the trouble there I under-
stand at a time when there was not a very great
interest talten in the question.

The Hox, Sir S. W. GRIFFITH : Indeed
there was, ’

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : I remember the time the university was
estahlished in Melbourne, and I say the same
jealousies could not arise in New South Wales
and Victoria that exist here. The leader of the
Opposition has had great experience of the
jealousies here, and he knows the difficulty there
isnow in legislating in such a way as to give
entire satisfaction co all parts of the colony.
The hon. gentleman has had a very vivid
experience of that during the last few years,
and this would be adding only another difficulty.
The hon. gentleman shakes his hexd and seems to
diseredit my statement, but he knows very well
that when any advantage is proposed to be given
to the South in the matter of expenditure that is
not to be granted in the same ratio to the North,
it immediately meets with strong opposition
here and with much stronger opposition outside.
I have every reason to believe the statement I
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am now making, and T would be sorry to see any
steps taken that would have the effect of creating
greater difficulties than exist at present. [ hope
that in a few years we shall be in a position to
have a universiby, not only in Brisbane, but in
other important towns of the colony, like Rock-
hampton and Townsville.

The Hox. Sizr S, W. GRIFFITH : If you
had listened to my speech you would have seen
that that is involved in my proposition.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : Tlistenedto the hon. gentleman’s speech,
and it was a very able one, and I know his
resolution is to an extent an inquiring or a fish-
ing one—I do not use the term in an uncompli-
mentary sense—it is for the purpose of making
certain inquiries as to how it is best to deal with
the subject. It was only the other day that the
hon. gentleman altered his resolution. The first
time it was put upon the notice-paper it provided
for a certain expenditure, and the hon. gentle-
man, I suppose from inquiries he made, thought
fit to alter his resolution to its present forn.
In his resolution the hon. gentleman has not
made any reference to the cost of the scheme,
and I think that that should enter very largely
into our caleculations before committing the
country to the establishment of a university. As
I have already intimated, if it is established in
this colony it will be necessary that more than
one should be erected for the purpose of prevent-
ing local jealousies between the différent portions
of the colony. Now, there is no doubt that it
will take a considerable sum of money to erect
and endow a university, and the hon. member for
Charters Towers, Hon. A. Rutledge, just now
waxed quite eloquent over the fact that if we did
not first establish a university it was very unlikely
that large subscriptions would be given towards
one, and probably some man who might wish to
contribute £100,000 would refain from doing so,
through the fear that the Government would
throw it back to him. The hon. gentleman
surely could not have believed in any such argu-
ment. We know very well that if £100,000 was
given by any person, he might rest perfectly
satisfied that the country would take it up very
quickly, and steps would be taken towards
farther endowment if necessary. That amount
would almost establish the institution indepen-
deuntly, but there would be very little difficulty
in getting a Bill passed through the House
if such an endowment was offered. I do
not think any person bequeathing such an
amount need have the slightest doubt but
that it will be used for the purposes intended
before very many years. I am one of those
who think that some of our fortunate colonists
should take some steps in this direction. In
other colonies large amounts have been given.
The Adelaide University is chiefly indebted to
the large amounts contributed by Mr, Hughes
and Mr. Angus.

The Hox. A. RUTLEDGE:
existence.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLICINSTRUC-

TON : It was in existence, but that is no reason
why the people themselves should hesitate in
starting one here. We have fortunate colonists
here as well as the other colonies have.

The Hox. Sz S. W. GRIFFITH : Is the
State to wait for the individual?

The MINISTER ¥OR PUBLICINSTRUC-
TION : I donot say that the State should exactly
wait for the individual, but T do not think the
individual should wait for the State. If heleads
the way there isno doubt the State will contribute
its quota. I have already contended, and it is
generally contended, that this is a class of
education that would be of more benefit to the

It was in



Establishment of

people who are in a position to pay for the
education of their children than to the
poorer classes, with few exceptions. Now,
with regard to the exhibitions that we already
give, if they are not enough we can increase
them if we have such a desire to assist the
deserving youth of the colony. Tor my part
I would be quite willing to do so. The hon.
member for Toowoomba remarked across the
table that he hoped I took sufficient interest in
those exhibitions, and I said that I certainly did;
and, to give an instance, I may say that at the
last examinations two boys were singled out and
recommended by the Sydney examiners for
exhibitions. I could not rest sutisfied until the
third one got an exhibition. I referred the
papers back, and took a great deal of personal
interest in the matter, 1 knew very well, from
the information I had, that the parents of the
lad were not in a position to give him a uni-
versity education, and I knew that if he got the
exhibition it would give him opportunities that
hewould not otherwise get. Nothing hasgratified
me more since I took charge of the Hducation
Department than the action I took in that
matter, I believe the third exhibition was not
awarded through some misunderstanding of the
conditions laid down by the leader of the Oppo-
sition when he presided over the department.
Those conditions were misunderstood by the pro-
fessors in Sydney ; and, on referring the matter
to them again, they made a recommendation.
That is a slight proof, at all events, that I take
sufficient interest in the youths who are entitled
by examination to gain exhibitions ; and per-
sonally I am quite prepared to go further than I
have done at the present time, if it is necessary.
Another argument used was, that the university
would be a very usaful institution for the pur-
pose of giving a training to our teachers—in
short, that it would become a kind of training
college for teachers. In Victoria they have a
university, but they have a training college
for teachers as well. Of course the estab-
lishment of the training college was of later
date than that of the university. T hope before
long to see a training college in Queensland, for
the purpose of making our young teachers more
efficient than they are at present. There is no
doubt that our teachers of a certain standing
are able to do the practical work of schools, but
they do not get a high enough education to fit
them for higher classification, and some steps
will have to be taken before long for the
purpose of establishing a training college
in this colony, I am now making inquicies,
and I hope to be in a position to bring
forward some scheme for that purpose by next
session. A training college was begun some years
back, but I donot think there was the necessity
for it then that there is now. So far as the
establishment of & university is concerned, I do
not think it would be of much assistance in that
particular, but I have no intention of speaking
at any great length upon the subject. I admit the
arguments used in favour of the proposition—as
far as anyone can admit it—the desirability of
having a university some time or other in Queens-
land, and I do not think the time is far distant
when a university will be established. I trust
that some of our fortunate colonists will lead the
way by giving large contributions for that
purpose, and when we find that private indivi-
duals are prepaved to contribute towards the
erection of buildings and the endowment of such
an institution, I am certain that Parliament will
do their share in the matter.

Mr. MACFARLANE said: Mr. Speaker,—
I scarcely anticipated that there would be any
opposition $o this motion, and I am glad that
there is no opposition, although thereis disagree-
ment with reference to the mode of encouraging
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higher education. The leader of the Opposition,
who introduced this motion, certainly made out
a good case. He looked at it from various points
of view, and took us to varlous countries, and
contrasted Queensland with those countries, to
show the very poor position we are in so far as
higher education is concerned. There is cer-
tainly room for this university, though it cannot
be established by a resolution like this. At the
same time there have been no sufficiently
strong arguments adduced to prevent this motion
being passed, so as to have some data to work
upon next vear, after the Royal commission has
sat. I think that, so far as that part of the
motion is concerned, we might well pass it, and
allow something to be dene in the way of com-
mencing, and in another year or so the matter
might be further discussed. I maintain that a

- man cannot be too highly educated on sound

moral lines, but 1 maintain that to impart to an
immoral man a higher education simply puts a
weapon in his hand to enable him to be a greater
scoundrel, a greaster rogue or forger, than he
would have been had he been an ignorant man.
I say that if we have laid the foundations of a
moral education—if we have laid the foundations
of righteousness as a nation—then we can safely
educate our people up to the highest point to
which it is possible to educate them. We shall
then shine as a nation, and Queensland will
become the first gem of the sea. But if we give
a university to all and sundry, without first
teaching them the moral virtues, we shall pro-
bably be doing a great deal of harm. We ought
to do the one thing, but we certainly ought not
to neglect the other. It was stated by the hon.
member for Charters Towers, Hon. A. Rutledge,
that we could scarcely expect anyone to give
£100,000 towards a university, unless we first
pass an Act of Parliament for the establishment
of a university. What becomes then of the
Andersonian University in Glasgow? The very
name indicates that it was established by a
private individual and that it needed no Act of
Parliament at all. 1t was instituted by Mr.
Anderson, who was a wealthy gentleman of
that city. I say that if we are earnest
in the matter of higher education we should
show it. As the Irish girl said to her lover,
“Do you love me? He said, “ Yes.” She
said, ‘‘Show it, then.” If we are in earnest
in reference to higher education we should show
that we are in earnest by giving of our substance
to lay the foundations of that higher education.
It is possible that this Royal commission, if
appointed, while taking into consideration the
best means of providing for the endowment of a
university, will take this point into consideration
—that before any Act of Parliament is passed,
something should be done by wealthy members
of the community toshow that they are in favour
of the establishment of a university. There
is nothing to hinder some of our wealthy men from
doing as Mr. Anderson did in Glasgow. There
are some who would not miss £100,000, and they
would be showing their sympathy with higher
education if they did as that gentleman has
done. He had a respect for his fellow-citizens,
and he had a love for education. We feel the
want of higher education in this colony, Inever
get on my feet to speak without feeling the waunt
of it, and there are, no doubt, other members who
feel the want of it also. We are the very men who
are in favour of higher education, because we want
our sons, who may take our places in the future,
to quit themselves better than their fathers did
before them. But while I hope to see this motion
pass, I hope also that the colonists of Queensland
who are in favour of higher education will show
their earnestness by contributing of their means,
as far as they are able. 1 will only add, that 1
hope moral education in Queensland will also go
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hand in hand with other education so that we
may shine as a nation like the very stars of
heaven.

Mr, LITTLE said : Mr. Speaker, —1 listened
the other night to the hon. member for
Ipswich, Mr. Macfarlane, advocating the intro-
duction of the Bible into the State schools, and
I will now give my experience on that. When
I was a boy the Church of England boys would
not associate with me because I was of a dif-
ferent religion, and I would not associate with
them. I am of a cosmopolitan religion. It
has always been my practice when a Catholic
priest or a clergyman of the Church of England,#
or a Wesleyan minister has come by and I could
afford it, to contribute my mite towards the
erection of a church. T have always done that,
and T always shall.
why did not the leader of the Opposition
go in for it when he was in power and had a
surplus to dispose of ? He wants to place it on our
shoulders now when the money is not available.
Coming back to the motion of the hon. member for
Ipswich now on the paper, in reference to read-
ing the Bible in schools, he is driving at the
very same object to-night. T can speak on this
question as the father of a family, and I say
that our children should take in their religion at
their mothers’ knees at home. There is the
foundation of a religious eduecation ; there stands
the highpriest—the mother. I think I have
been called a larrikin by members on that side.

NB:'ONOURABLE MEeMBERS of the Opposition :
o!

Mr. LITTLE : I beg to differ from those hon.
members who say ‘‘No.” T have been called a
larrikin by members on this side also, but I am
nothing of the sort. I say that the proudest
sight I witness is when I see the children round
their mother’s knee at home. There is the
foundation of religion. When I was a boy the
boys of other religions would not play with me;
they would not swim with me.

Mr, MURPHY : And they would not fight
with you.

Mr. LITTLE : No; and they would not play at
cricket with me because T was a Roman Catholic.
I never asked a man in my life what creed he
belonged to, and if a man asks me that question
I consider that he offends me. I am a God-
fearing man, but not a very religious one. I
have a pair of hands to provide for my family,
and they never handled a dishonest shilling.
Probably this is the last time I shall be in this
House. I leave to-morrow, and shall probably
never appear here again, If I do it will be to
send up my card to obtain the privilege of sitting
in the Speaker’s gallery, and perhaps have a
drink in the smoking room. Of this I am
certain, that when my seat is vacaunt thereis not
a single member of the House who will say that
‘William Clancy Little ever did a mean or dirty
action. Before sitting down, I must apologise
to the hon. member for Charters Towers and the
hon. member for Burke. What I said I said in
a jocular manner. There was no spite or venom
init. If ever I do come back—and it is quite
possible poverty may send me back—I shall
certainly vote against any motion like that
which was moved last week by the hon. member
for Ipswich.

Mr. HYNE said: Mr. Speaker,—I rise to
speak on this question with a good deal of
diffidence, not having, as a lad, been able to
enjoy the advantages of & good school education.
Like the hon, member who spoke last, T have
had to work with iny hands for the last forty
years., There is nothing T have felt so much as
the want of education, although T daresay there
is no hon. member of the House who has tried to
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improve himself mentally morethan I have. Tam
exceedingly sorry to see that the Premier has put
his foot down upon what T deem to be such a
worthy object. Having felt the want of it myself,
I have always been an ardent advocate for educa-
tion. The argumentgenerally raised in thiscolony,
especially by those who have themselves received
a superior education, is that education unfits a
man for his work, I differ entirely from that,
Whenever I have engaged an educated man I
have always found him to be the best man. He
worlls better, and thoroughly understands his
work. My experience has told me that of two
artizans, one educated and the other not, the
educated man stands first. One objection raised
by the Premier was, I think, quite unworthy of
this important subject, and that was, Why did not
the leader of the Opposition bring the proposition
before the House when he was Premier? If we
are to apply that argument to every proposition
which tends towards the progress of the colony
nothing willeverbe done. Anotherobjectionraised
against it by the hon. gentleman was the pressure
of our finances, but if the proposition is allowed
to pass, the Royal commission cannot possibly
bring up its report before next session, and three
years at the very least must elapse before the
Government will be called upon for any money ;
by that time it is almost certain the colony
will be in a better financial position than it is
now. I hope the Premier will remove the
pressure he has put on his supporters, for I am
sure there are many of them in favour of the
proposition. With regard to the argument that
the establishment and maintenance of a univer-
sity would be a tax upon working men, my object
is to give working men’s sons an opportunity of
getting a superior education ; and how can they be
brought forward unless the State takes them by
the hand ? What a grand thing it would be if
we, as Queenslanders, could see some of our sons
rising to high positions in life, and filling
them more worthily than we can, simply from our
want of education. It has also been objected
that the population of Queensland is not large
enough. But the leader of the Opposition has
shown that when the first university was estab-
lished in Sydney there were not so many people
in the whole of Australia as there are now in
Queensland. Therefore that objection falls to
the ground.

The PREMIER : It was a grant to a Crown
colony.

The Hox. Siz S, W, GRIFFITH : They had
not got responsible government, but they had
representative government.

The PREMIER: In the same way that
Western Australia has at present, and not other-
wise. It was a Crown colony.

Mr. HYNIL: The hon. Premier also raised
the objection that we should be inundating the
colony with diplomaed men.

The PREMIER: Noj; I said we should be
increasing their numbers.

The Hox. Sz 8. W, GRIFFITH : Increas-
ing the number of those highly objectionable
persons |

The PREMIER: I did not say they were
objectionable, The hon. gentleman is wrong
there,

Mr. HYNE: One advantage of a university
would be that it would turn out men who would
be guides in teaching the sons of working men.
They would start educational establishments all
over the colony.

The PREMIER : Against the State schools?

Mr. HYNE: No; but to give a higher educa-~
tion than can be obtained at State schools. I
hope the hon, gentleman will not oppose this
proposition,
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Mr. ADAMS said : Mr, Speaker,—No man
knows the want of education more than L do, T
have felt it in many ways. But when I see the
state the Treasury is in at the present time, I am
of the same opinion that I held when I spoke on
thesubject inthis House three years ago, and when
Isaid that those people who were interested in the
establishment of a university in the colony ought
first to put their hands into their own pockets to
show that they were in earnest, and then ask the
Government to supplement their donations. Only
the otherday, when an amount fortechnical eduea-
tion wasasked for, we were told by the Government
that it was impossible on aceount of the state of
the finances. I hope they have regretted it, and
will put a vote for the purpose on the Supple-
mentary Estimates, If we cannot get a trifle for
technical education, how is it possible they can
supply the public with a fund for a university ?
College education is very good, but we must see
who is going to be taxed to maintain this college.
‘We have a number of grammar schools in the
colony, and Ibelieve they are doing excellent work.
But before we got these grammar schools we—all
those who possibly could—had to put our hands
in our pockets, and raise subscriptions before
the project would be even entertained. Andnow
we are asked to pass resolutions that will actually
compel us, bind us, to erect a college in Queens-
land for the education of the few. Isay, and I say
it advisedly, as the representative of one of the
agricultural districts of the colony, where a vast
number of working men are employed, that the
great majority of the small farmers would
not be able to send their children to this
college ; and yet they are the people who would
be taxed for the purpose of erecting it. It is all
very well for hon. members on the other side to
tell us that we need not trouble about the deficit;
but, Sir, if we need not trouble about it, why
have we put extra taxation on the public to pay
off that deficit, which is not paid off yet? Are
we to still further increase the burdens upon the
general population? I think not, Sir. I am of
the same opinion now that I was three years ago,
that those people who can afford to give their
sons & college education should first put their
hands in their own pockets and show that they
are in earnest, and then let them come to the
Government and ask them to supplement the
amount they have raised. Then I, as one who
feels the want of education, if I have the honour
of a seat in this House, will suppoxt it.

Mr. BARLOW said: Mr. Speaker,—Ishallsup-
port the motion of the hon, member for North
Brisbane, because it does not pledge the country
to any expenditure. It merely affirms certain
principles that we are all agreed upon, I trust
—that is, the necessity of making the most of
those great minds which from time to time arise
amongst us. Those great minds are not con-
fined to any particular class of the community ;
they arise at all times, in all ranks of society,
and the State which neglects to make the most
of the intellectual powers which Providence
places at its disposal, does itself a great wrong.
This resolution does not pledge the colony to any
expenditure ; neither does it state what particular
form of university is to be adopted. With hon.
membersopposite, I think anything likethe univer-
sity in Sydney orin Melbourne—a costly building
and expensive staff—would be entirely out of the
question. But a university does not necessarily
consist of all these things. A university is the
summit of our educational system, which com-
mences in the State schools, progresses to our
grammar schools by means of scholarships—
which T wish to see much more numerous, if
possible, and the examination a little less trying,
perhaps—and is completed in a university, which
affixes the final stamp upon all intellectual attain-
ments and qualifications. 1 very much regret

[9 Avausr.]

& University. 1079

that in my own case I had not the advantage
of higher training than I had. Whatever train-
ing I possess, I have to a great extent had fo
acquire for myself. I strongly endorse the
remarks of the hon. the mover of this resolution
to the effect that the highest training of all is
training the mind to the habit of thinking. The
mere book-worm, or cram, will never make a
clever or a useful man, As Isaid in the conrse
of my remarks on the Civil Service Bill, some of
the most stupid, useless men I ever met, or had
anything to do with, were men who had re-
ceived this education of mere cram. I shall
not detain the House at any length, but will
merely refer to the career of a most distinguished
young gentleman, as showing the use of a mere
examining body. I am going to refer to an
institution known as the London University. I
have here the testimonials, or credentials, or
whatever they may be termed, of one of the
most able youths who ever passed through
the Ipswich Grammar School—I refer to Mr,
1. A. Wheeler; and the documents from which
I quote were given to me by a relative of
his, with permission to use them as I thought
fit in this debate. This young gentleman is not
more than twenty-five years old at the outside.
He passed through the Ipswich Grammar School,
and obtained what I think you call an exhibi-
tion—the right to go to one of the English or
other universities, He matriculated in Mel-
bourne, took the the travelling scholarship of
£300, went to England, matriculated at the
London University ; entered Guy’s Hospital,
took prizes; is now in London, with the degrees
M.R.C.S. and M.B.; and is waiting for his
degres as M.D.—and yet, as I have stated, he
is not more than twenty-five years of age. T
very strongly agree with the hon. gentleman
who moved the resolution, that it is a great pity
that while so much is preached of nationalism and
Queenslandism, that intellects like these should
be allowed to go away from our shores and lose
any part of that patriotism-—for they must lose
it to a certain extent—which I conceive should
be wholly and solely reserved for the land
that gave them birth. Of course, as the hon.
member for Woothakata said, we are all cosmo-
politan to a certain extent, but still the man
who has no home, no citizenship, no place
he really calls his home, is, I consider, some-
what an imperfect man. I think he is some-
what of less use to society, and perhaps to
himself, than a man who has a country and who
has patriotism. In considering the question of
examining bodies, we must not lose sight of
the fact that we very much require technical
colleges. When I was in Melbourne I went over
the téchnical college there; it is called the
Working Man’s College.

Mr. MURPHY : Established by Mr. Ormond.
Mr. BARLOW : I believe it was. Still there

can be no possible reason why something of the
kind might not be done by the Government. I
see fromn the reports of that institution that it
embraces education in a very large number of
subjects—arithmetic, and even Latin, German,
and Trench; and the fees are exceedingly
moderate, from 4s. to 5s. per term for one lesson
a week. In the science classes they go in for
geology, theoretical mechanics, applied mechanics,
and so on. They have also practical trade classes,
in which handicrafts of various kinds are taught.
Now, while we are going in for an examining
university, which I believe would be very
useful, we must not forget the mnecessity
of these technical colleges ; and the examin-
ing university would be free from the objec-
tion very properly raised, that a teaching
university would be a centralised body—that
is, that students would have to reside there,
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But there will be nothing to prevent their acquir-
ing their education elsewhere, and then coming
to the university to receive the stamp of a degree.
Whether that is practicable or not I do not
profess to know, as T have not had experience in
university life.

. The Hox, Sir 8, W, GRITFITH : It is done
in many parts of the world.

Mr. BARLOW : But as long as something is
done ultimately in the way of technical educa-
tion, I shall have much pleasure in supporting
the abstract motion, for it is nothing more, pro-
posed by my hon. friend the leader of the
Opposition.

Mr. GLASSEY said : Mr. Speaker,—Inrising
tc support the motion that has been so ably and
excellently introduced by the leader of the
Opposition, T desire to say that I have listened
with close attention to the speeches made, both
in favour of and against the wotion, I have
done so because I had not made up my mind
before coming into the House and hearing the
debate whether I should support the motion
or oppose it ; but I am free to admit that T have
not heard a single objection raised by the other
side of the House that would induce me to oppose
the motion. Perhaps there are few membersin
this House who have had fewer opportunities to
acquire the necessary education for hecoming a
legislator than I have, and it would ill become
me, feeling as I dofeel and have felt through life
the serious want of that higher cultnre, know-
ledge, and learning, to properly equip me for
the work in which I am now engaged, to
oppose these resolutions. It has been said that
many of the working men of this colony are
opposed to the establishment of « university, I
am not going to speak for the working men
of Queensland, but I am going to speak for my
constituents. Most of my constituents are work-
ing men, and I must say that during my peregrina-
tions through the district, Thave met extremely
few, if any, who do not desire that an institution
such as that mentioned in these resolutions
should be established, with the view of affording
facilities to those who have to work for their
living, and who are possessed of the necessary
enterprise, to obtain that higher education which
is exceedingly necessary to more efficiently equip
them for the battle of life. Reference has been
made during the debate, by the hon. member for
Ipswich, Mr. Macfarlane, to the Andersonian
University in Glasgow. That university was
undoubtedly endowed without any aid from the
State, and many men who occupied humble
positions in life have gained materially from the
advantages to be derived from that very linpor-
tant institution. One man, the late Mr. Alex-
ander McDonald—with whom T was acquainted
for many years, and with whom I worked for
many years as a coal miner—worked in the coal
mines for portions of six successive years and
attended that university during the sessior, and
thus acquired very important knowledge which
he freely used in the interest of his fellow miners
in the old country and in other parts of the
world. I think it is not desirable that we should
wait until some philanthropists who possess con-
siderable wealth bestow large suns of money for
the establishment of a university before steps are
taken in that direction by the State. Those who
have fought the educaticn question in this colony
in the past have established a very beneficial
system of education, which redounds to their
credit, and which will stand as a splendid monu-
ment to their honour in the future. But if those
who carried that measure into effect hud been
met in the way this proposal has been met, and
told that they had better wait until some persons
of influence and means gave alarge samn of money
for the purpose of endowing that system of educa-
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tion, the colony would probably have suffered
very materially from that time until the present.
But that is no argument at all. It would be folly
to wait until some wealthy man subseribes a sum
of money before we establish a university, if a
university is necessary, and I think most of us
agree that it is. T have not heard any member
oppose the motion on principle.

The Hox, Siz 8. W, GRIFFITH : Except
the Premier.

Mr. GLASSEY : Except the Premier, as
the hon. gentleman says. Perhaps his speech
might be construed in such a way as if he was
opposed to education in general ; but other hon.
members who have addressed the House have not
done so0.

The PREMIER said : Mr, Speaker,—I rise to
make an explanation. I understood the hon.
member to say that I opposed this motion on
principle.

Mr. GLASSEY : I said the speech of the hon.
gentleman might be construed that way.

The PREMIER : Oh; the hon. member may
construe my speech any way he likes; I know
what I said, and what will be reported.

The COLONTAL TREASURER (Hon. W.
Pattison) : But, Mr. Speaker, the leader of the
Oppositioninterjected that the Premierdid object
to the motion on principle.

The SPEAKER : The hon, member for Bun-
danba is in possession of the floor.

Mr. GLASSEY : I say that with the excep-
tion of the Premier, all hon, members who have
addressed the House on this question have
approved of the principle of establishing a univer-
sity, and the only argumentadvanced against the
motion is that it is inopportune. That argument
has been advanced against almost every measure
of reform in the past. If it is desirable that a
university should be established, surely it is not
too much to ask that the matter should bhe
inquired into by & Royal commission. I presume
that inquiry will take some time, and if it should
be found, after the commission have investigated
the matter, that the State cannot afford the
nece=sary funds for the establishment of such an
institution, then it will be time enough for this
House to object. But all we are asked to do
now is to affirm that sach an institution should
be established, and that the necessary inquiries
should be made as to how and where it should
be established, It has been inentioned by the
Premier that there are many highly cultured
men here who have come from the old country,
and who cannot obtain employment suitable to
their tastes or inelinatinns. Of that I have no
doubt, and 1 have no doubt that in his otficial
experience the hon, gentleman has met persons of
that class; but it does not follow that because a
man is educated he should be ashamed to work.
In my travels through this colony I have met
many men working in gold mines who were of
the highest attainments. I have met them at
Charters Towers, Gympie, and other places ; and
I maintain that no matter how highly a man
may be educated, if he cannot find employment
suitable to his attainiuents, it is no disgrace to
him to take his pick and shovel, if need be, and
earn his living—that is, if he were physically
capable of doing such work—and indeed he would
not be doing justice to himself or to society
generally if he did not buckle to and work
for his own maintenance and support. It is not
necessar$ that I should tell you the different
kinds of work that I have engaged in since I
have been in the colony, and I do not pretend
to be a highly cultured person. I have done
pick and shovel work, and work that might be
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considered far rougher than that, and T donot feel
the least disgraced. If I was out of this House
to-morrow, I would not feel the least ashamed,
or feel that the slightest stigma was cast upon my
family, if I had to go down a coal mine and work
with my pick for a living as T have done in times
past. It is no argumentat all to say that because
we have a number of individuals here who have
been well educated, and who cannot find suitable
work, that we should not have a university.
As has been said by my hon. friend the member
for Charters Towers, Mr, Rutledge, we do not
require large palatial buildings for an institution
of this kind. The modern ideas as to universities
are altogether different from what they were a
few years ago. I will state my experience and
the result of my observations on those matters.
Of course, in the past it was considered, and
properly considered, that a man could not afford
to send his son or daughter to one of these institu-
tions unless he was in a fair position in life and
had a decent income. But some years ago the
University of Cambridge adopted the practice—
finding that men in humble life, particularly
the artisan classes and those who were employed
in manual labour, could not afford to send their
sons and daughters to that institution—of des-
patching professors to the different portions of
the country to establish classes and give lectures.
Thuiclasses were establishedin the variouscentres
of population. In the part I came from, Nor-
thumberland, during the last ten years, these pro-
fessors have been labouring zealously in those
classes. Papers treating on different subjects
are given, and the students return them weekly or
monthly, as the case may be, and when thesession
is over, the students obtain theirreward according
to their merits. And not only the men attend
theselectures ; butthecolliers’ wivesand daughters
also attend, and receive the prizes which their
ability entitles them to. That is the manner in
which higher education is attained, to a large
extent, in the old country to-day, and it will be
found that,”in a young community like we are,
where the necessary means for establishing a
university on the seale which some persons seem
to anticipate will be established cannot he spared,
the next best thing is to do as Cambridge, and I
believe Oxford, are now doing, and despatch pro-
fegsors to various centres to establish classes,
which the sons and daughters of the humblest
persons may attend, and obtain learning and
culture in this way which they could not other-
wise obtain.

Mﬁ“ MURPHY : That will not be a university
at all.

Mr. GLASSEY : That would be a university
properly and practically carried out for the
benefit of the people, otherwise in many places
it would be impossible for the children of poor
parents to obtain a knowledge of the higher
branches of learning. 1 cannot pass from this
question without referring to some persons with
whom I am particularly acquainted, and who, like
myself, have felt the want of higher culture and
training. I refer to a gentleman who has made
his mark in the history of his country—a person
with whom I was associated for many years in
the old land, and who, like myself, worked in a
coal mine. I refer to one of thelabour members
of the House of Commons, Mr. Burt. He has
been in Parliament for the last fifteen years, and
has made a fair name for himself; but T am
convineced that on many occasions he has deeply
felt the want of higher education and higher
intellectual training than he received in the very
peculiar circumstances in which he was placed
when a youth. Take another case, that of Mr.
Crawford, who has also been a coal miner, and
who is now a member for one of the divisions of
the county of Durham, He is a man of con-
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siderable ability ; but he also must have felt
his want of a university training. There is
also the case of Mr. Fenwick, who is a friend
of mine. He has made his way from the coal
mines to the British Parliament, and, like the
others, would have made a greater mark in the
affairs of his country and of the world, had
he had the facilities which are mentioned in
the motion before the House for acquiring
a higher education. Take another coal-miner,
Benjamin Pickard, who represents Normanby,
in the county of York. He also must have
felt the want of a better training to fit him
for the work in which he is now engaged as a
legislator. Take, also, another man of consider-
able ability, Henry Broadhurst, whom I remember
working with his trowel in London in 1872. He
alsois a man of immense ability, and of such
ability and capacity that Mr. Gladstone when
he came into power in 1885 took him into his
Ministry as Under Secretary fo State for
the Home Department. Every one of those
men, with whom I am acquainted, must, like
myself, have felt the want of higher culture
and training than they have received. I have
no hesitation in saying that if a university
is established—on a moderate scale, of course—
and is carried out on the lines I have men-
tioned, so that persons in-outside districts,
who are unable to attend the central institu-
tion in Brisbane, may have lecturers sent out
to them to establish classes such as 1 have
mentioned—I say that if that is carried out
in a practical manner considerable good must
result from the establishment of an institution of
that kind. I do not know that it is necessary to
prolong this discussion, but I think most of the
mentbers of this House, and most of those now
listening to this debate who are not members
of the House, must have read with a great degree
of interest the life of that splendid statesman
who unfortunately fell under the assassin’s hand
in America a few years ago. I refer to General
Garfield. Those who have read that man’s life
must know the enormous struggles which he
went through with a view of obtaining a univer-
sity training, and most of those who have
read that life must have been struck by the
splendid courage, tremendous perseverance, and
indomitable pluck which that man possessed.
But notwithstanding all his pluck, courage,
perseverance, and ability if he had not had the
advantage of institutions such as we are urging
the establishment of here, he would not have
heen able to obtain the necessary information
and knowledge to enable him to climb to the
very summit of fame, and to the highest
position in his country. Many of his country-
men of similar character h ve undergone great
toil and difficulties in order that they might
acquire the necessary information to enable
them to advance the social and political well-
being of that great country on the other side
of the Atlantic. I trust there will be no party
spirit infused into this matter, and that both
sides of the House will join with the leader of
the Opposition and at least affirm the prin-
ciple he advocates, and the desirability of the
appointment of the Royal commission suggested.
Of course it will take time before the matter
can be worked out and before much expense
can be entailed ; but if we agree jointly that
such an institntion should De established the
first step will be gained. Therefore, I trust
no impediment will be thrown in the way by the
(overnment, and that each member will have per-
fect freedom to vote as his mind and conscience
dictates. I have no doubt that if an Institution
of this character is established great good will
result from it—as great good as has resulted
from the splendid system of education we have
already established in our midst,
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Mr, MURPHY said : Mr. Speaker,—1t was
not my intention to speak upon this subject at
all, as T have no wish to prolong the debate. I
would not speak now but for an interjection
made by the leader of the Opposition, and which
will no doubt get into Hansard, to the effect
that my hon. friend, the leader of the Govern-
ment, objected to the principle of the establish-
ment of a university in this colony.

The Hox. Sz 8. W, GRIFFITH : Idid
not say that merely by way of interjection.

Mr. MURPHY : The hon. gentleman, of
course, wants to make the assertion that my hon.
friend, the Premier, is opposed to the principle of
the establishment of a university in this colony.
Now, I well know that that hon. gentleman
1s not opposed at all to the principle of the
establishment of a university here, nor do 1
think that the majority of hon. members pre-
sent are opposed to it. I think we ave pretty
well all agreed that, when the proper time
arrives for the establishment of a university in
this colony, it will be a matter that this House
and the people of the colony will be very glad to
assent to. The hon. member who has just sat
down does not appear to understand at all
what a university 1s. He thinks you can give
a university training by sending peripatetic
lecturers about the country giving lectures here
and there. The hon. member thinks that by
that means we can educate people up to a
university standard. I ask any hon, member in
this House who has had a university education,
whether he got his training in that way, and
whether he does not know that it is impossible
for any man or woman to be educated for any
profession, or attain the very highest class of
education, in & spasmodic way like that? The
idea is simply absurd and impnssible, What a
university really means is an establishment where
daily and hourly study will go on, and where
there will be no intermittent work ; there must
be nothing of that kind. There must be lectures
given to and attended by the students day after

ay——

Mr. GLASSEY : For the whole year round ?

Mr. MURPHY : No; not for the whole year
round.

The Hox. 81z 8. W. GRIFFITH : Have you
ever heard of the University of London?

Mr. MURPHY : Yes; T have heard of the
University of London ; and I ask has a degree
of the University of London ever yet conferred
any distinction upon any man?

The Hox. Sz S. W, GRIFFITH: Yes.
Mr. MURPHY : Does the degree of the

University of London carry with it the same
weight as a degree of the University of Oxford,
Cambridge, Edinburgh, or Dublin ?

The Hox. 81z 8. W. GRIFFITH: It is a
great deal better in the past degree,

Mr. MURPHY : I cannot agree with the hon.
gentlemen at all.

The How. Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH : The hon.

gentleman can know nothing about it.

Mr. MURPHY : Of course, I do not. Any
person who differs from the opinion of the leader
of the Opposition knows nothing about the
subject ; that is taken for granted, and, of
course, I take it for granted that I know nothing
at all about this subject. What the hon.
gentleman appears to be striving to do by
this resolution is to establish an examining
body in this colony. The London University
is, of course, an examining body, purely and
simply ; but you must remember that in England
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they have large collegiate institutions all over
the country from which they can draw students
to be examined by this ‘‘London University
Examining Board,” as we may call them.
‘Where, in the country parts in this colony, are
we going to find collegiate institutions to educate
students for examinations by this proposed board ?
Thehon. member for Bundanba appeared to think
that, by sending peripatetic lecturers about the
country, they would sutficiently educate students,
in the far-off parts of the colony, to pass the exami-
nations set by this board. I will ask any lawyer
in this House if, when a man wants to become a
lawyer, he must not be brought up in the midst of
law? He cannot pick that up for himself, Itis
impossible. I would ask any medical man if he
could acquire the necessary training to obtain
his diploma on the Barcoo, even if you send
half-a-dozen different lecturers to lecture in that
part of the colony. You must have a school
that he can attend day after day, if he is to
acquire the necessary knowledge to enable him
to compete with the men who are educated in
the higher schools, There is no use giving a
man an inferior class of university education,
because it will be of little or mno use to
him in after life. We want to train men
for the professions more especially, and unless
you establish a university which will give the
very highest class of education, and enable men
to rise to the summit of their professions, I
do not think we would be doing any good
for the colony. If we are going to establish
a university at all it must be on the same footing
as those established in other colonies, otherwise
the very flower of our youth will go to other
universities. Although the University of Mel-
bourne has been praised to a great extent by
hon. members speaking here to-night, and,
although the number of students attending
it is very large,-still a very large propor-
tion of the young men of Victoria go to
England for their higher education. They
may matriculate in the Melbourne University,
and pass their first and second year’s examina-
tions there, which count in the universities of
Oxford and Cambridge, but then they go home to
finish their education. And why? DBecause of
the prestige attaching to those universities. In
the same way you will find here, if you establish
the institution which the hon. member in his
resolution appears to wish to establish—an
examining body the passing of whose examina-
tions will carry no prestige whatever—it will be
a failure. It will be almost valueless to the men
who obtain degrees. What men of ability
hanker after is the prestige that is attached to
the degree, and that goes almost universally with
the university at which they are taught. By
establishing merely an examining body, we
shall do little or nothing for the higher educa-
tion of the people. I would like to see a
university established here. I wonld like to see
the State endow it either with land or with a
sum of money. I would like to see the State put
up the proper buildings, and vote large sums of
money yearly for scholarships to the different
public schools of the colony, and to the grammar
schools—such sums as will allow the pick of our
boys out of all our schools to be able to live in
the universities and go through their course of
education. That is the sort of university I
should like to see established. I do not think
these peripatetic lecturers will do any good. 1
do not think an examining body will do any good.
1 think our young men will still go to Melbourne
and Sydney for their instruction.  Of course there
is another point of view to look at it from
and that is this : In establishing a university the
question of site also comes in. In Victoria,
New South Wales, and South Australia, there
is only one cenfre, but in this colony which is of
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much greater extent than New South Wales or
Victoria, we have more than one centre, in fact,
we_have very diverse interests and conditions
and if we establish a university simply in
Brishane, other parts of the colony have a
perfect right to say, ‘“ We object to our money
being devoted to the establishment of a univer-
sity in any one part of the colony.” I am quite
sure there are many persons in Brisbane who
would not be at all favourable to the idea of
a university if it was to be established at
Rockhampton.
Mr, HYNE: T would prefer Gladstone.

Mr. MURPHY : I have no doubt the hon.
member would prefer Maryborough to Gladstone.

Mr. HYNE: I think
very nice place.

Mr, MURPHY : Although I did not hear the
speech of the leader of the Opposition, still I
gather from what has been said what he was
driving at. I think that until the colony isin a
position to properly endow a umiversity, and
properly build it, it is very much better for us
to let the matter rest and leave matters where
they are. I amn quite sure those persons who
wish to have their sons educated in the higher
walks of the professions will prefer to send them
to universities that have some prestige attached
to them, that will give them as soon as they have
got degrees, a standing at once in the professious
to wbwh they belong, and in the eyes of the
public.

Mr. DRAKE said: Mr. Speaker,—I shall
vote for the motion, in the hope and belief that it
will be one step towards establishing a nniversity
such as the leader of the Opposition described in
his speech, and in the hope, certainly, that it
will not lead to the establishwent of such a
university as the hon. member for Barcoo seems
so much to admire. What we want, and what I
understand the leader of the Opposition so
much desires, "is a university which will
enable young men to become better educated,
to develop their faculties, and a place where
they can be
cal sclence; mnot a university where they will
get simply a stamp and prestige, so that they
may enter one of the professions and obtain a
standing at once because they have been educated
at Oxford or Cambridge. That is what the
hon. member for Barcoo seems to think the most
desirable kind of universityv. The men who
have had their university training and have got
the prestige and stamp on them, are just the
men described by the Chief Secretary when
he says the place is overrun with university
men without means who cannot earn their
living, What use has it been to thew ? They
have had the training which has put a stamp
on them and given them a tone, and they
have gone out into the world unable to earn
their living outside the groove in which they
were placed, and as soon as they get out here
and have to fight their own battles in the world,
their education is useless—worse than useless,
because it makes their poverty all the more
bitter. :

Mr. MURPHY : You think your system would
have made those men better than they are?

Mr, DRAKE: I think if those men had
had a university education such as the leader
of the Opposition describes, they would have a
much_better opportunity of obtaining a living,
The hon. member for Barcoo evidently, at
present, has not much idea of any university,
except such as he describes, where classes are
carried on day by day, month by month, and
year by year. Now, what we want is an in-
stitution where men can have an opportunity
of improving whatever natural ability they may
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possess, and of making up the deficiency in their
early education. I add my views to thuse ex-
pressed by a number of members of this Chamber
who have regretted the disadvantages under
which they have suffered from want of early
education. I suppose there are very few who
have had to work harder than I have to make
up for defects in early education, and I can
sympathise with any man who is desirous to
improve and make himself a better man than
he is. Such a university as the hon. member
for Barcoo referred to would give a man no
such advantage. I believe in a university where
a man can work in any way he likes—in a
college affiliated with the university or in his
own room at night, in order to qualify himself,
and if he can pass the examination, let him rank
just the same as the man who has been attend-
ing the classes all the year round. Letushave a
university which will nake a man really better
—not one which will give him a diploma to make
others believe he is better, Let us go in for a
system which will improve a man, and not one
which will give him a diploma or degree, to
enable him to go up and down saying, “I must
be a good man. I have got this. I passed the
cxamination in this college.” I shall support the
resolution of the leader of the Opposition, in the
belief that it will ultimately lead to the estahb-
lishment of a college of the kind: I have referred
to. There is only another word I wish to say.
I took the liberty the other night of expressing the
opinion that the colony in its spending of money
was extravagant whereit ought tobe parsimonious,
and was sometimes parsimonious in cases where it
might be excused for being a little extravagant ;
and when we get to this subject of education, we
find that a great many hon. members are in-
clined to bevery parsimonious. We have been told
to-night that oneobjection against this proposition
is the state of our finances—that the finances of
the colony cannot afford it. I beg leave to differ
from that. Of course, I do not want to talk any
more about the deficit, as that has been talked of
sufficiently to-night. We know that there is a
deficit ; but I say the colony is wealthy. There
is any amount of wealth in the colony, and the
only question is how much the State will take,
I say the State has a perfect right to take
by taxation whatever money is necessary in
order to carry out a work that is for the
benefit of the whole colony; and if there is
not sufficient money in the Treasury it is simply
because sufficient money has not been raised by
taxation. The difficulty is that it is not the
amount of money raised by taxation, hut the
unequal incidence of taxation which people
object to. I would not go in for putting one
penny more of a burden through the Custom-
house, because that falls mainly upon the
working classes ; but if you will get your revenue
from the proper source by means of taxation, I
say the country can and will willingly bear a
great deal more taxation.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND
WORKS : What are the sources ?

Mr. DRAKE: Realised wealth, whether in
landed property or dividends, or in any other
form. 'There is no difficulty whatever in_taxing
wealth if we are only willing to do it. There is
not the slightest doubt that if a land tax had
been imposed years and years ago, as was sug-
gested by a very prominent politician, there
never would have been any trouble about want
of money to carry out any good purpose. The
enormous increase in the value of land, through
the unearned increment, would have been amply
sufficient to do everything that the colony could
possibly require to be done, and we should not
be told now, when a proposal such as this to
provide for better educating our people, comnes
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before the House, that we cannot do it because
we have not got the money. There is money,
and plenty of money, if we can only get a
Government strong enouch, and with ~ courage
enongh to introduce a proper system of taxation.
I willingly support the resolution, because I
think it will be a step in the right dircction, and
before very long I think the Government will
come to see that it should take stepsin some way
50 as to provide the necessary funds for starting
such a university as has been suggested.

Mr. PHILP said: Mr. Speaker,—I do not
wish togive a silent vote on this question, and as
I cannot support the leader of the Opposition, I
simply give my reasons for not doing so. At the
present time, if in any part of the colony the
residents want to get a small primary school, they
have to subscribe one-fifth of the money ; and if
in the larger towns the people want higher
education for their children, and wish to found
a grammar school, they have {o find one-third
of the money. Then if people want to provide
still higher education, why should they not sub-
scribe some part of the money? The leader
of the Opposition, I consider, has commenced
at the wrong end. T think he ought to have felt
the pulse of the people of Queensiand first to see
how much money they were prepared to sub-
scribe, and then he might have come before Par-
liament. There is no doubt that if there is a
university it will be established in Brisbane, and
soitshould be. Brisbaneisthecapital of the colony,
and the largest population resides there, and it
is from Brisbane that the bulle of the students
would come. I say that the people of Brisbane
should start and raise subscriptions, and then see
whether the Government are prepared to sub-
sidise it.  If something of that sort is done, T
shall be only too willing to give my vote for
granting a similar sum by Parliament. I would
go even further, and give the land besides the
money ; but I believe that the leader of the
Opposition, infirstasking Parliament totake steps
to establish auniversity, is beginning atthe wrong
end. I believe in helping those who help them-
selves, and if the State is going to do everything
for the people of the colony, in time there will be
nothing left for the people to do for themselves.
I think this was the tirst colony in the Australian
group to give free education.

The Hox. Sz 8. W, GRIFFITH : And the
last to have a university.

Mr. PHILP : The leader of the Opposition
told us that when New South Wales commenced
subsidising the university of Sydney there were
only 400,000 people in the whole of Austra-
lia. It was more difficult for the people in
Australia at that time to go to Sydney
to receive the benefits to be deprived from
that university than it is now for the people of
Queensland to go to Sydney. We know that
Brisbane is not the whole of the colony, and the
people in the other parts of the colony, if they
have to send their children from Maryhorough,
Rockhampton, or further morth, would prefer
sending them to a cooler climate, The hon.
member for Bundanba spoke about the univer-
sities in the old country sending out lecturers,
and that is what the Government are doing
now, Inthemining centres we have mineralogi-
cal lecturers going about delivering scientific
lectures. That is done in Charters Towers,
Gympie, and Herberton. The Government
have done well. At the presant time we have
in the colony one of the most lewrned geologists
in the colonies, we have a meteorologist second
to none in the colonies, and the Government
have lately appointed as inspector of fisheries,
Mr. Saville Kent, a gentleman of greut ability.
I would like to see the Government assisting
anyone outside trying to build a university, but

N

[ASSEMBLY.]

a University.

let the wealthy people in the colony first sub-
seribe money, and then the Government can be
asked to do their part.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said: Mr,
Speaker,—This is a question upon which I be-
lieve a number of hon., members of this House
expect me to speak; but I do not see that
the motion of the leader of the Opposition
will seriously tax the Treasury, and, therefore,
there is no call upon me in this matter, as I do
not need to defend the Treasury. Possibly asone
of those members of the House who know least
about universities, I may be able to give an
impartial opinion. The university from which
I have had to learn has been my everyday
life in travelling through the world. T listened
carefully to the hon. member for Bundanba,
and the hon. member for Xnoggera, who can-
didly admitted their defects with regard to
education ; and I think I may take some little
credit to myself, seeing that Thave not had even
the advantages those two hon. members have had
in that respect. Since I was eight years of age
T never had a chance of receiving any education,
except what I have acquired in my road through
life. Possibly it might have been to my advan-
tage if the present edncational system had been
in force when I was a boy ; but possibly if T had
learned more I might not have been so useful a
man in the district in which I bave resided so
long.

HoxourapLe MEemBERs of the Opposition:
Yes.

The COLONIATL TREASURER: I desire,
Mr., Speaker, to express my own opinions,
even though they anay differ from those of
other hon. members. I am speaking of my
own experience. I say that, while we should
do all we possibly can to give our sons and
daughters the greatest advantages we can in
the way of education, we should not slavishly
follow what 1s done in older countries and
more wealthy communities. We should not do
a thing simply because it has heen done in New
South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia. I
have not been present during the whole of the
debate, having had some important business to
do outside, but I heard the opening speeches, as
well as those which have been delivered lately.
One remark that struck me very forcibly was
that the question of money was not a matter for
immediate consideration. But if the motion
is carried, what will be the ultimate result?
We know very well that if a commission is
appointed they will be forced to go to the
Treasurer. Though it is not necessary for
the Treasurer on this occasion to oppose the
motion, it may be necessary that he should
oppose the adoption of such a report as the
commission must necessarily make. He will
have to seriously consider how he is to find the
money to carry out the recommendation of
the commission, hecause there is no doubt
that their report will affirin the desirability of
carrying into effect the motion moved by the
leader of the Opposition. There is only one
occasion during my parliamentary career—not a
very long one—where a commission was divided
in opinion, and that was on the sugar question.
Then the commissioners brought up two reports ;
but in all other cases that have come under
my observation, the report of the committee
or commission has been what the mover of
the motion for their appointment intended—
namely, a report in favour of the motion he
moved. I think that, with our large colony and
sparse population, a university is a matter to
be considered in future years. It has been
properly pointed out that the wealthy men of
the colony should contribute first to show how
earnest they are in regard to the establishment of
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a university. Many hon. members appear to
presume that there is a lot of wealth possessed
by a few people in this colony; but they make
the mistake of confounding presumed wealth
with ascertained wealth. We have not been long
enough in existence as a colonyto enable very
many men to realise actual wealth. I am sup-
posed to be one of those lucky men, Possibly,
to some extent, I may be; but I should be
pleased to find that the wealth a number of
people credit me with-—supposed wealth—was
actual ascertained wealth, The hon. member
for Hnoggera must not confuse himself, or
endeavour to_confuse others, by presuming that
many men with supposed wealth are as wealthy
as he imagines. know it is a matter of
envy in some cases, but it is not a matter of
envy with me. Wealth is a very good thing if
used wisely and well ; but sometimes the posses-
sion of wealth, or supposed wealth, creates s
feeling of envy, and you need not go outside
the walls of this Chamber to find that envy.
I think the debate on the Financial State-
ment clearly shows that a spirit of envy exists.
But T say, let it be ascertained wealth, and
then let steps be taken to see how far those
who are supposed to possess wealth will re-
spond to the application for contributions.
Speaking for myself, when the proper time
comes, 1if there is anything like a general
response on the part of the possessors of wealth,
I shall be willing to bear my part; but T say
that if a motion of this sort is carried, it should
not be carried on the supposition that the com-
mission will not call on the Treasurer to find
the money. I agree with the hon, member for
Townsville, -Mr. Philp, who suggested that
we should first see how far the public outside
are prepared to contribute according to their
means. We should give those individuals who
are supposed to possess wealth the opportunity of
saying, “I approve of the establishment of a
university, and, in order to show my earnestness,
T am willing to give so much.” We can imagine
the practical effect of carrying out that sugges-
tion. If that plan is adopted I shall be willing
to respond liberally and well—from presumed
wealth, and not from ascertained wealth ; but,
as far as I understand the motion of the leader
of the Opposition, it simply means an assault on
the Treusury. So far the Treasury is safe, but
when the motion reaches another stage possibly
somebody else possessing the keys of the Treasury
may have to defend the position.

Mr. TSAMBERT said : Mr. Speaker,—With
the exception of that of the last speaker, all the
speeches in opposition to this motion have been
quitebeside the question ; and, tosome extent, the
Oolonial Treasurer’s speech was beside the ques-
tion, because the motion does not at once involve
an attack on the Treasury. It willtake some time
to ascertain how, and in what manner, and to
what extent, and what steps are to be taken to
establish this university so as to render it suitable
to the requirements of the colony. I thought
the proposition would go almost without question,
that there would not be a single dissenting voice
against it ; and I was really astonished to hear
the decided opposition of the Premier to it. He
somewhat deprecated the idea of scientific edu-
cation. But would a young man engaged in
pastoral parsuits be the worse for having a correct
knowledge of animal pathology, to combat with
the various diseases and ailinents of his herds and
flocks? Would he be the worse for having cor-
rect information on botany, on meteorology, on
geology, on_chemistry, on mathematics, on
geometry ? 'With reference to those engaged in
agrlcult}lrz.ﬂ pursuits, we know that at vne time
a commission was appointed to inquire into the
diseases of the sugar-cane; and, although we
have been fortunately free from those plagues,
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we do not know when the time may come
when we must take this matter in hand
again. At present we are simply putting
things off until the danger is at our very door.
It is the same as the reasonings of those who are
opposed to a defence force; because there is no
danger now, we should not provide against it.
But when the encmy is at hand, there is no time
to provide for a defence force. Would a sugar
planter be the worse for some correct informa-
tion on chemistry, and how to apply it to the
operations on his plantation? The same ques-
tion might also be asked with regard to gold-
mining. But, to bring the matter home to the
lower avenues of labour, would a tailor or a
shoemaker be any the worse for having artistic
knowledge as to how to clothe the human form,
and how to make a proper shoe to suif
the feet? Would any man engaged in poli-
tics be any the worse for having nore correct
information on social science and political
economy ? We have heard speeches made on
both sides of the House about our terribly
crushing taxation, which, after all, is only about
13s. per head of the population ; but they are
altogether blind to the £16 per head which we
pay for imported goods. Many things we do
not make here simply hecause we lack the
necessary information. Dr. Livingstone, we all
know, acquired his first knowledge while working
in a weaving factory, but afterwards he had
recourse to those excellent educational establish-
ments for which Scotland is celebrated. Why
do we find Scotchmen pressing to the front
in every position in life? It is owing to their
excallent educational system, to the facilities
given to everyone to acquire the best instruction,
I am really surprised that the Government can
oppose this proposition. They seem to entertain
fears on account of the Treasury., They are
somewhat disappointed with the results of their
own economy. They have not reduced the deficit
as quickly as they expected, because they com-
mencad at the wrong end. They ought to have got
atthat £16 per head of imports, and by establishing
a proper system of protection kept a portion of
that money in the country. I am sure the hon.
member for Stanley was quite right when he
said in homely, terse language that the Govern-
ment were going to kill themselves by nursing
the Treasury too much.

Mr. COWLEY said : Mr. Speaker,—I rcgret
very much indeed that I cannot vote for this
motion. T thoroughly endorse all that the leader
of the Opposition said in favour of it, and I
sincerely trust that at some future time the
country will be able to build & university.

The Hox. S1r S. W. GRIFFITH: There is no
question of building a university. A university
does not consist of buildings, but of men and
women,

Mr, COWLEY : But buildings must be erected
for the professors, and that will involve the
expenditure of a very large sum of money, which
the colony at the present time is unable to pay.
For that reason I shall vote against the motion.
With regard to the fact that a university was
established in Sydney when the population of the
whole of Australia was not larger than the present
population of Queensland, it must be borne in
mind that at that time the nearest universities
were in the old country, and that it was very
difficult and very costly to get there. Now we
can send our children to colonial universities,
and I waintain that it is no more expensive for
the people in this colony to send them to Sydney
or Melbourne than it would be to send them
to DBrisbane. 1f there had been no univer-
sities in the colonies, we should be justified in
building one ; but while there are so many within
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easy reach, I consider that it would be inadvis-
able to increase our already too heavy taxation
by providing for a university.

My, MELLOR said : Mr. Speaker,—I should
like to say a few words on the subject. The
resolution certainly has my sympathy, and I am
somewhat surprised to see the Government
opposing it. It has been stated that we are the
only colony of our size and population in the
British Empire that has not got an institution
of this kind. It has also been stated that we
can enjoy the advantages of similar institu-
tions in Sydney and Melbourne. I do not
see why we should remain dependent on the
other eolonies. We ave a little too much depen-
dent on them, not only with regard to universi-
ties, but with regard to other matters as well.
T would like to see the Government take steps in
reference to the establishment of a mint, to
enable us to manufacture our own gold. I do
not know how long we are to remain dependent
on the other colonies in that respect. With
regard to the views expressed by the hon. the
Colonial Treasurer and the hon. member for
Townsville, that the people of Queensland should
first initiate the university, I think it is for
Parliament to initiate any undertaking of
that kind. I believe if there was any indi-
cation of that kind given to the people
of Queensland, they would at once sub-
scribe  very largely towards the institution,
especially when we remember that we have had
petitions presented from all over the colony in
favour of 1ts establishment. As to the statement
that the poor mien of the colony would not
be agreeable to commencing the university,
I think that is not correct. I helieve the
poor men of the colony see that it will be the
means of enabling us to complete our educa-
tion system, and that it will give their
children a chance of obtaining higher education.
I believe it will be a very great benefit to Queens-
land if the matter is taken up at once. A% all
events, if nothing further was done, it would he
well if some endowment in the shape of grants
of land were provided for this purpose. Nothing
has been done so far, and we are all agreed that
a university must eventually be established.
The only objection urged by the Government
against it is that the time is inopportune, that
we are not ripe for it ; but I think it is for the
people of Queensland generally to say whether
or not the time has come when a university
should be established ; and I think they have
expressed themselves very clearly that in
their opinion that time has come. I hope the
Government will not oppose the wotion.

Mr. CASEY said: Mr. Speaker,~—I intend
to support the Government in the views they
have taken on this question, and I desire to say
a few words to explain the reason for my vote.
I give way to no man in my admiration for every
form of education, and my earnest desireis that
education "in all its branches, including the
highest, should be at the service of every man in
this country. But, Sir, it was only last night
we had a demonstration in this House in favour
of the federated ideas which we all hope to see
carried into effect—that we may become a
united Australian nation, not a group of isolated
colonies; and I think it is a very narrow-
minded view to take of this question, that
because the othercolonies have universities, there-
fore we also should have a university. The uni-
versities which have been formed in earlier years
have had the advantage of buildings and money
with which to endow those institutions, which
have achieved a world-wide reputation. I think,
Sir, the universities of Sydney and Melbourne
are, if not on a par with the two great English
universities, certainly on a par with any other
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universities in the United Kingdom. At this
early stage of our colonial life it is impossible
for us to compete with those universities; and
I think we as federated Australians, as we hope
to be, should be proud to take advantage
of the education offered by those institutions,
and which I am certain afford a higher class
of education than we can hope to see for many
years in Queensland. T am also induced to think
that the southern universities would he more
acceptable to the people of this colony than one
in a corner of this great colony, for this
reason: Kvery parent in choosing a place where
his sons or daughters might be educated dur-
ing that portion of their lives when their
physical growth is of as much import-
ance almost as their mental culture, would
select institutions situated in a climate which
would enable their physical powers to be cared
for and developed to as great a degree as
possible, and there is no doubt that the cooler
southern colonies have that effect. I think that
there is no necessity for the comparatively small
population settled ir Quesnsland to entertain any,
I may say, narrow-minded jealousy towards the
other colonies, because they have universities and
we have none; and to rush into what must be,
at no very distant date, the very large expendi-
ture which is necessary to establish a university
which would not be as useful as those in the older
colonies, I myself think that a mere examining
body would be a very poor substitute for a
university in this eolony. It would be almost a
farce, Sir, because thoughsome few youths ormen
mighthaveacertainseekingafterknowledge which
would enable them to educatethemselvesup to the
necessary standard to pass theexaminations, very
few of that -stamp would be found in any com-
munity, and unless they got the assistance and
training of highly cultured men who would help
them in their seeking after knowledge, very few
indeed would present themselves before any
examining body. Such a body would be of very
little service, so far as the higher branches of
education and culture are concerned ; they would
be mere exaggerations of the technical knowledge
which is now being brought before the people of
the colony in the form of the travelling dairy, and
two or three things of that kind. These things
are admirable in themselves, but they are not
likely to lead to any great results in the way of
higher education, Certainly such a body would
not be worthy of the name of a university. A
university to be of any credit or use to this colony,
must have a status which will enable its students
to take rank with the universities in the older
colonies.

The Howx, Sz S. W. GRIFFITH : How can
it get that status before it begins?

Mr. CASKEY : Of course it cannot get a status
before it begins, as the hon, gentleman says. But
in this small community we have no reason to
suppose that a university will be largely
endowed by the wealthier colonists, and certainly
for a number of years it will not receive that
status ; its degrees will not be held by the world,
or by the other colonies, to carry that prestige—
to use a word which some members have objected
to, but which I think is the proper term—which
attaches to the degrees conferred by the univer-
sities in the older colonies and Great Britain. I
am not one of those who think that a high educa-
tion unfits a man for the work he is called upon
to perform, but I think that a very small
proportion of the men who have spent a
considerable part of the most receptive
period of their lives have achieved distinction
in the higher branches of learning. A very
large portion of their time, which might be
employed in acquiring a more practical educa-
tion than they receive at universities, is wasted.



Establishment of

The Premier was, T believe, qnite correct in saying
that many of those who have drifted to these
shores and brought with them university degrees
have proved poor colonists. These men are un-
fitted, either through want of application or some
deficiency in their mental training, to follow the
learned professions. They have probably obtained
their degrees by a system of cram, and when
they come out here they are very useless colonists B
thewr earlier years have been spent in searching
for a phantom, instead of acquiring a practical
eslucation which would have been of advantage to
them in the business of life. The other reason I
have for opposing the motion is that the finances
of the colony are not in a position to afford the
necessary funds for the immediate foundation of
a university, nor are they likely to be in that state
for some years to come without imposing addi-
tional taxation on the people. For the reasons I
have given [ shall support the Premier and the
Government in the view they have taken of the
motion proposed by the leader of the Opposition,

Mr, SMITH said: Mr. Speaker,—I do not
wish to give a silent vote on the present occasion.
I regret very much that the time at which the
leader of the Opposition has brought forward this
motion is inopportune for the establishment of g
university in Queensland. 1 regret that the
financial condition of the colony will not warrant
the Government in going o the expense of
establishing a university at the present time. I
thoroughly appreciate every argument which the
hon. gentleman who introduced the motion has
advanced in regard to founding such an institu-
tion. T think we cannot possibly give too great
facilities to our boys and girls to aitain the
higher grades of education, and the establish-
ment of a university would, of course, be in that
direction. I wish it to be distinctly understood
that I would, at any time when the colony is in a
. Dosition to incur the necessary expenditure for
the foundation of a universify, be one of the
first to urge upon the Government the necessity
of establishing such an institution. Some hon,
members seem to think that a university
should simply be a class of examiners so
constituted that they should be in a position
to grant degrees similar to those conferred by
the University of London and other universi-
ties, but we are not in a position to take advan-
tage of that particular kind of institution. We
have no feeders for such an institution. In order
that an institution of that character should be
a success we must have colleges throughout the
length and breadth of the country, where students
can be educated and trained to pass thenecessary
examinations and take out degrees, A university
consisting of a body of examiners would simply
be the shadow without the substance. I do not
think we are behind the other colonies in impor-
tance, Queensland iz of a sufficiently high
standing to possess a university, but we must
look the matter straight in the face and consider
the question of finance. The resources of
the colony at the present time will not
permit of the establishment of a university,
for the establishment of colleges would involve
a very large expenditure of public money—
larger than we can afford at this juncture,
We have a deficit of half a million ; that
is a very hard fact, and until we get rid of our
deficit I think the Glovernment are perfectly
right in retrenching in every direction, and in
refraining,from going into any espense which
can for the present be allowed fo pass. Tt is not
an unmixed evil that students from this colony
are obliged t0 gq,to the other colonies to receive
a university training. We hope that in the near
future the colonies will be federated, and the
mtercommunication between the young people
of the colonies, who will be our future legislators,
and the interchange of ideas among them will
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tend towards that object, and be an advantage
rather than otherwise. As I have already inti-
mated, T thoroughly sympathise with the object
of the hon. gentleman, as I believe a university
would be a good thing for the colony ; and as
soon as the colony is in a position to establish a
university I shall be one of the first to support a
motion having that object in view.

Mr. BUCKLAND said: Mr. Spsaker,—~
When the question of establishing a university
in this colony was last before the House I
opposed it, because I thought the proposal was
premature, but after hearing the arguments
adduced by the hon. gentleman who introduced
the motion now wunder discussion, T consider
that a university will not be the cost that many
hon. members supposed it would be to the
colony ; that it will not require anything like
the amount of money for its establishment some of
us thought it would, nor willitinvolve erecting the
palatial buildings we have seen in the old country.
During the course of the debate many hon.
gentlemen have stated that the country has
given no expression of opinion in reference to
the establishment of a university; but I think
those hon, gentlemen can havdly be aware of the
fact that during the last two or three years every
local authority, every divisional board and muni-
cipality has been requested to state in writing
whether it approves or disapproves of the estab-
lishment of & untversity, and in almost every
case, I believe, a favourable answer has been
received. So that part of the argument
against it is, I think, entirely removed. The
Premier has stated that at present we have
not the means to erect the buildings neces-
sary. Only in this morning’s paper, I saw
a return of the amount of gold sent to the
Sydney mint during the month of July, and, if
my memory serves me correctly, that amount
was something liks £240,000, of which Queensland
alone contributed upwardsof £200,000. If acountry
like Queensland, that has turned out that amount
of gold in amonth, cannot afford a university, T am
sorry for it. Tcan only say that I approve of this
motion, because it does not commit the country at
once to any largeexpenditure of money. 1t merely
asks for a Royal commission to reporttothisHouse
as to the desirability or otherwise of establishing a
a university, I shall support the motion.

Mr. POWERS said : Mr. Speaker,—I have
purposely waited for some time to hear the
opinions that might be expressed upon this
question, because, unfortunately, I could not hear
the whole of the speech of the leader of the Opposi-
tion in introducing the motion., But I have
heard sufficient to convince me, if I wanted
any argument to convince me, that the estab-
lishment of a university is a very desirable
thing. I think every member of the House
admits that the establishment of a univer-
sity is desirable, and that it should be estab-
lished at as early a date as possible ; but I hold
with those who have already raised arguments
against the resolution, and I would ask the
leader of the Opposition to answer the argu-
ment that has been raised by the hon. member
for Townsville, to the effect that if any poor
people of this colony want a State school they
must contribute a certain portion of the money
before they can be even provided with the
rudiments of knowledge in any way. If they
want to go further and obtain a grammar school
they must contribute ; and I ask why should not
the wealthy, those who are able to send their
song to universities, not be asked to contribute
if they want a university in Queensland, as
against the Sydney University? Isay it is for
the sons of the wealthy that this university is
required, because: :

The Hox, Sm 8. W, GRIFFITH : No.
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Mr. POWERS : The leader of the Opposition
says “No.” But I think he ought to hear the
argument first. I say this, that there would be
nothing to prevent him asking this Parliament
to go to any expense to give a university to
Queensland if every working man’s son in this
colony could not get, at the expenseof the State, a
university education. I say that every working
man’s son in this colony now can go to one of the
best universities in the world, leaving Oxford
and Cambridge out. Kvery working man’s son
in this culony can get a university education, if
he has any brains. He goes to a State school free,
he goes to a grammar school free if he has any
brains, and he can go from a grammar school to
a university also if he has any brains.

The Hon. Siz S, W. GRIFFITH : Three in
a year.

Mr. POWERS: There were only two taken
last time, and we are informed by the Minister
for Public Instruction that if any more com-
petitors are capable hie would, for one, be willing
to go to the expense of providing for exhibitions,
50 that any poor man’s son in ths colony would
obtain a university education, without the State
going to the expense of establishing a university
here, Inthis colony of Queensland, any working
man’s son, if he has any brains, can obtain a
university education without the State going to
an expense, which in the present state of the
colony we are not justified in going to in a
university.

The Hox. S1r S. W. GRIFFITH : That is
not a fact.

Mr. POWERS : The leader of the Opposition
says that it is not a fact. That is what I under-
stood the Minister for Public Instruction to say,
and if I am wrong he will correct me.

The Hox. S1r 8. W. GRIFFITH : There are
only three scholarships in a year.

Mr. POWERS: Yes; at present. But the
Minister for Public Instruction has pledged
himself——

The Hox. Sk S. W, GRIFFITH: No; he
hasnot !

Mr. POWIERS: The Minister for Public
Instruction said that if any more arve required
they will be granted.

The Hox. 81z 8. W. GRIFFITH: I am sure
that he did not say so.

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : T said I was personally quite willing to
go to any length-to provide for other scholar-
ships, if I thought they were necessary, and I
thought the House would agree with me.

Mr. POWERS: Surely with that statement
again from the Minister for Public Instruction

The How. Siz S. W. GRIFFITH : It is a
different one.

Mr. POWERS : The leader of the Opposition
says it is a different one; but it will be for the
country to say. I said the Minister for Public
Instructionhad pledged himself-—and that gentle-
man has risen and supported my statement—
that he had done so and would recommend it.

The Hox. S1r 8. W. GRIFFITH : No.

Mr. POWERS : The leader of the Opposition
has given me the lie direct. The House heard it
from me, and again from the Minister for Public
Instruction. The hon. leader of the Opposition
has given me the lie direct, and I do not think
he will do it again, now that the Minister for
Public Instruction has risen in his place, and
supported my statement. I repeat that if what
T have stated is the state of affairs in this colony
at present, we are not justified in going to the
expense of a university here, The leader of the
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Oppositionsaid, inan interjection, that he did not
want to pledge the country to any expenditure
Does not his rezolution mean what it says?

The Hox. Siz 8. W, GRIFFITH : When did
I say that we did not want to pledge the country
to any expense ?

Mr. POWERS: T understood that from his
interjection—that he said he would not pledge
the country to any expense. If he did not say
so, the hon. member for Ipswich, Mr. Barlow,
certainly did say so—that passing this reso-
lution did not pledge the country to any
expense.

Mr. BARLOW : It does not.

Mr. POWERS: There is a difference of
opinion, then, between theleader of the Opposi-
tion and the hon. member for Ipswich. The
resolution says that this House is of opinion that
a university shall forthwith be established in
Queensland, and then—

“That an address he presented to the Governor,
praying that His Excellener will be pleased to appoint
a Royal commission to consider and report as to the
best constitution to be adopted for such university, and
also as to what endowment will be necessary at the first
initiation thereof, and the best means of providing such
endowment.”

I contend that in the prezent state of the country
those leading citizens of Brisbane who are taking
such an active part in this agitation should bear
the expense of obtaining information and placing
it before this House. [say they should obtain
that inforination themselves. They are wealthy
enough to pay for obtaining it out of their own
pockets, without asking the House to go to the
expense of a Royal commission to obtain it.
And when this information is obtained at the
expense of those who are urging it, it will be time
for us to take action. Surely they will go to that
expenise, if their hearts are really in the work, and
I hope that when this matter is brought before
the House next session, as I hope it will be,
and every session until it is carried, those
who wish us to believe their hearts are in this
work will have obtained that information, and
will also answer the question which has been
asked by many hon. members in this House this
evening : ‘‘How far will you contribute to the
work which you ask Parliament to endow?” T
say if they come forward with such information
as this—if they come forward and say how far
they are prepared to assist, the same as they
assist in the case of grammar schools—then they
will have the heartiest support and sympathy of
every member in this House, because I do
not believe there is one member present who
is not anxious to see a university estab-
lished as soon as the colony can afford it.
I intend to vote against the resolution because
I do not believe we can now afford to establish a
university ; and because every child in this
colony has the chance to get a university educa-
tion, and I do not believe the country should go
to the expense of a Royal commission to get
information which ought to be got by the
individuals who have this matter at heart. We
have had the divisional boardsmen referred to,
and we know that they are generally persons in
better positions than working men. Well, they
have petitioned for a university, but they have
not said that they will contribute anything.
Any person in the colony appears to be quite
prepared to ask Parliament to do anything, bub
in these matters I think we ought to ask, “If
vour hearts are in the work, show it.”

The PREMIER: Put your hands in your
pockets, ®

Mr. POWERS: Yes, ‘“Prove it by putting
your hands in your pockets.”

The Hon. Sz 8. W, GRIFFITH: What
about railways?
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Mr, POWERS: Railways are for the benefit
of the country generally, and are passed here, as
they will help everybody. They help the saw-
millers, graziers, farmers, and everyone in the
colony, but the establishment of a university
here will not benefit everyone, because if we are
to have one here everyone outside Brisbane may
just as well, unless thev get scholarships from the
State, go to Sydney for their higher educa-
tion, I know persons in Maryborough whose
sons go down to Sydney for their education,
as it Is just as expensive to send them to
Brisbane as to Sydney.  If a person cannot drive
a buggy all at once, he does not get a spring
cart, but he waits until he can afford to get a
buggy, and we should wait until we can provide
a good university before we go to the expense
suggested here. We see in the Hstimates that
the only place in the colony that up to the present
time has ever had a grant for technical educa-
tion is Brisbane, and I say, if this question
is put to the country—‘“A university for
the few, or technical education for the many?”
the verdict will be in favour of technical
education for the many, I say that if this
country has any money to spend it should be
spent in giving technical education to the many.
‘We should spend it in giving technical education
in our manufacturing towns, and in our gold-
fields, because a small amount per annum spent
in that way will benefit as many in each of those
towns as a university will benefit altogether. I
think we should provide technical education,
and I should like to see the question put to the
vote of the working men of Queensland—*‘ Are
you in favour of the establishment of a university
in Queensland before the colony has provided for
technical . education 7”7 There can be only one
answer to the question, and it will be, ** Technical
education for the many as against a university
for the few.”

The How, St S, W. GRIFFITH : Nohonest
man would putsuch a question to the country.

Mr. POWERS : The leader of the Opposition
has the approval of members on the other side of
the House in everything he brings forward, and
he gets cross because he does not get the approval
of hon. members on this side. Hon. members
opposite were sent here to support him, but we
on this side were sent here, believing that the
hon. gentleman was not more capable than
anyone else in guiding the affairs of the colony.
We were sent here after telling the people
that we did not helieve the leader of the
Opposition could best carry on the affairs
of the country, and that we believed that
if other persons were placed in power they
could carry on the Government better than the
hon. gentleman could. Therefore I say the hon.
gentleman is not justified in saying that resolu-
tions carried by this side, which are not in
accord with his opinion, are carried by ¢ fraud
and misrepresentation.” That is what we were
told by the hon. gentleman immediately after
he induced a majority on this side to support
him in his opposition to a clause in the

“ Land Bill. When he afterwards brought for-
ward arguments in connection with the Civil
Service Bill and we did not agree with them, and
defeated an amendment he introduced he imme-
diately charged us with defeating his proposal
by “fraud and misrepresentation.” To-night he
is angry, and shows his anger because hon:
members on this side of the House do not feel
justified in supporting his proposal for the
establishment of a wuniversity °‘ forthwith.”
The country sent us here because we had
the courage of our opinions, and we are
justified in giving expression to our opinions
here, even though they do not agree with
the opinions of the leader of the Opposition
1889—3 x
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T intend to do so, and I am very sorry to be
opposed to the hon. member, but when I am
not opposed to him it will give me the greatest
pleasure to support him. When I am con-
scientiously opposed to his views I will vote
against him in what he brings forward, even if
he does, as he has done to-night, cast the lie
across the House to me by contradiction. We
have in these colonies three universities, and we
have in this colony everything we can pos-
sibly desire, except the proud satisfaction of
having a university of our own. The chief
argument I have hesrd for a university has
been that we ought to be ashamed of our-
selves because we have not a university here.
We ought to be nshamed of ourselves for
several things, but we are only a growing com-
munity, and we canmnot have everything we
desire. I think that is not a sufficient argument
for the establishment of a university, and we-
should wait until we are justified in going to the
expense. As to the benefit we should derive
from the presence of professors of the various
branches of learning here, we know that already
in this colony, when any mining matter of
importance comes on, we have the best autho-
rities on mineralogy to give us their opinions.
If anything connected with the farmer’s or
the pastoralist’s occupation requires inquiry,
we have the best scientists in the world to come
here and give us advice. It is the same in con-
nection with every question requiring the appli-
cation of science.  We can get scientific informa-
tion; and e can get it better than we should ‘b_e
able to doat first by the establishment of a uni-
versity here. I donot see, therefore, that that
argument altogether applies. I consider, then,
that we shall be doing right to wait until we can
afford the expense. I do regret having to vote
against this motion, but T have given the members
of this House, and the constituents to whom I am
responsible, my views, and I take the entire
responsibility of their expression. T hope that
the leader of the Opposition will believe that hon.
members of this House, when they vote against
his resolutions, vote against them because they
do not altogether believe that, whatever opinions
he may choose to bring before the House, they
are entirely right.

The Hon. SR 8. W. GRIFFITH, in reply,
said: Mr. Speaker,—If no other hon, member
desires to speak, I have a few words to say in
reply. I shall be as brief as possible, because I
believe there is another motion which hon.
members are anxious to have brought on this
evening. I may say that I am extremely dis-
appointed at the result of this debate. Indeed,
if I thought the opinions expressed by hon.
members on the other side of the House,
and notably by Ministers who have spoken,
were the opinions of the people of Queensland, T
should beashamed tobea Queenslander. Thelieve,
Sir, it would scarcely have been credited yes-
terday that in any part of Her Majesty’s do-
minions, Ministers occupying responsible posi-
tions could be found fo get up and use arguments
such as have been used against this motion by
some of the Ministers who have spoken. It would
scarcely have been credited. Thaveseenanecdotes
of the early times in the American States,
anecdotes of backwoodsmen who were supposed
to have conducted legislation in those days;
stories told by comic American books, and
which are regarded as apocryphal. We
read of those men flouting at education,
flouting at culture and all higher refinement,
and those anecdotes have actually been borne
out by the speeches made by Ministers of
the Crown, standing in their places in Parlia-
ment in Queensland, at the end of this
nineteenth century. We actually have had
to-night a specimen of a Minister of the Crown
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telling the Assembly that his education ceased
when he was eight years of age, and that he really
thought he had had too much then, and that he
wou{]d have done better if he had not had’so
much.

The PREMIER : No.
The Hoxn. Stz S, W, GRIFFITH : T believe

the actual words were that he would “not have
done so well,” if he had had more. That is but
a slight variation in the wording. What did the
speech of the head of the Governmentamount to,
so far as education is concerned ? Tt amounted
to this, “ What is the good of education, any-
how ?”  That was just about it. He asked us
what was the use of higher education for cabmen
and boundary riders.
The PREMIER : That is not what I said.

The Hox. Siz S. W. GRIFFITH: Yes;
those are his words. I think that is a fair
summary of his arguments. The fact is that
the hon. gentleman represents a party of reac-
tion. His idea of a State is a large number of
persons who may be typified by the classes of
cabmen and boundary riders—persons employed
merely for wages—with a few persons of wealth
who, not having much culture themselves, do
not see the advantage of it in others, I
believe that if such a country is wanted, we
should have to go a very long way back in the
history of the world to find it. ~ It will not
be found in any civilised community now. An
argument of that kind would scarcely have bean
put forward in the Middle Ages, or at the end of
the Dark Ages, when the light was beginning to
dawn. In those days I canimagine some of the
feudal barons who could not write or read, and
who made their mark by a seal on paper, using
arguments like that—* What is the good of
education? Weare right enough as weare.” And
that is the kind of argument we get in these
later days from a Minister of the Crown at the
nead of a Government in the British dominions.

The PREMIER : If it was true it would be
absurd.

The Hon. St 8. W. GRIFFITH : That was
the effect of the hon. gentleman’s argument, and
I listened to it with amazement. The hon.
gentleman began in effect, as the last speaker
ended, by a personal attack on myself. Who
would have thought, Mr. Speaker, of an element
of that sort being brought in on a motion for the
establishment of a university, which has been
advocated by the most distinguished persons in
the colony ; advocated by everyone entitled to
speak on behalf of learning and education ?

The PREMIER : No.

The Hox. SIR 8. W. GRIFFITH: Yes; I
say advocated by everyone most entitled to
speak on behalf of learning, education, and
culture in this colony, and supported in every
corner of the colony by the local authorities, in
number about sixty. I say, who could have
supposed that such a proposal could have been
opposed by a personal attack on the leader of the
Opposition ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hon.
H. M. Nelson) : You behaved very badly, you
know.

The Hox. S1r S. W. GRIFFITH : I do not
think I have.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: By
your interruptions of the hon. member for
Burrum, ,

The Hon, Stz 8. W. GRIFFITH: I will
deal with that now. The hon. member for
Burrum accused me of giving him the lie direct.
He does not know what it means. He said that
he was repeating a statement made by the Minis-
ter for Education, He said the Minister for Edu-
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cation has made such and such a pledge. TIsaid he
hadnot., Isthat giving the lie direct? Surely I
heard the Minister for Education’s speech, and
have I not a right to differ in the interpretation
of that speech from the hon. member for Bur-
rum ? I say the hon. member for Burrum does not
know the meaning of what he says, and had better
go back to school to learn the meaning of elemen-
tary language. Really, Mr. Speaker, I thought
that this matter would have been dealt with
simply on its merits. It is a matter of vast
intevest. I had spoken to no member now
present on this side of the House on the subject.
I had heard that those hon. members held
different opinions, and I had hoped that it would
have been dealt with on its merits. With a few
exceptions I had no idea how anyone would vote.
I knew that on the other side some hon. members
approved of the establishment of a university,
whilst a good many were opposed to it. T
thought that the matter would have been dealt
with fairly on its merits, and I was very much
surprised to hear after I had spoken that the
fiery cross had been sent round on the other side,
and that this motion was to be opposed by every
member who supports the Government. I confess
T was surprised.

The PREMIER : That is not true.

The Howx. Siz S. W. GRIFFITH: I was
very sorry indeed to hear it; I am very glad
if it is not true, but I hope some hon. members
on the other side will have the courage to vote
as they have expressed their opinions outside the
House. Really from the course of the debate to-
day, it would seem as if members on the other side
of the House thought they were sent here, not
s0 much to support the Government, as to oppose
any proposal that might be made by the leader
of the Opposition. That I think is not an
unfair comment on the way the Premier himself
spoke. He accuses me of bringing this matter
forward now, and asks why did T not propose it
when I was in power. What has that got to do
with it? He brings that forward as an argu-
ment why members on his side of the House
should vote against this proposal. The hon.
member says, when I came into power there was
a surplus in the Treasury. So there was. Was
T to propose the establishment of a university at
that time ? That surplus was disposed of, as the
hon. member well knows, there and then

The PREMIER : Very quickly.
The Hon. Siz 8. W. GRIFFITH : Precisely

in the same manner, though not on the same
works, as the previons Government intended to
dispose of it. Is that an argument why this
matter should not be considered on its merits?
During the existence of the severe droughts
which unfortunately afflicted the country during
the time I was in office, was it an opportune
time to bring forward a proposal of this sort?
At that time had the colony spoken with one voice
on the matter? I say the circumstances are en-
tirely different. For two years the attention of the
entire country has been called to it. Two years
ago it was mentioned in the Governor’s Speech,
it has been thought of ever since, and now
when the time is opportune I bring the
motion forward, and this is the way it is
dealt with. I say that if I thought that the
opinions which have been expressed were the
opinions of the country, 1 should be ashamed to
be 2 Queenslander. Now, some arguments have
been used—none by the Premier that I will take
the trouble to answer, but some have been
used by other hon. members which are worthy
of reply. One of the arguments was, ““ we cannot
afford it.” In other words, We cannot afford
to inquire what is the best mode of establishing
a university ; what is the best constitution to
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adopt for it ; whether it is best that it should be
a central examining body with branch colleges ;
or whether we should adopt some other form.
We cannot afford to get officially the recorded
opinions of those persons whose opinions are
the most valuable. We cannot afford that.
Why? We can afford to do a great many
other things. We_ have proposals on the
Estimates to spend money on things much
less remunerative from a pecuniary point of
view. One hon. member said, “Why do not
those who are acquainted with these things
gather the facts together, instead of going to
the expense of a Royal commission ?° That 1s no
argument to address to Parliament. Is it not
the practice in every civilised country on the
earth, when special information is wanted on
special subjects, to appoint a commission to
collect the information, and in a formal manner
place the facts they have gathered together
before the Parliament of the country? Is that
the sort of argument we are to be treated to?
What cannot we afford? What will be the
expense? We do not know. We cannot afford
anything if we take those grounds., It would be
a much more profitable undertaking than many
of the railways which we are to be asked to
approve of.

An HONOURABLE MEMBER :
initiated by you.

The Hoxn. Sir S. W. GRIFFITH : What is
the use of saying, which I initiated? Really I
wish hon. members would endeavour to conduct
the business of the House and country without
special reference to me. 1 do not desire to
occupy such a conspicuous place in their minds.
If they would deal with matters on their merits,
and not because I propose them or oppose them,
it would be much better. We are not now
concerned with mistakes which I may have com-
mitted, but with a question which is of vast
importance to the education and welfare of the
people, and if I had never done any single thing
right in all my life is that any reason why this
matter should not be treated on its merits? No
one has attempted to auswer my arguments,
except the Premier, who flouts at the idea of
higher education generally.

The PREMIER : No; I do not.

_ The Hox. Stz 8. W, GRIFFITH : I can only
judge of the hon. gentleman by what he says.

The PREMIER : I am sorry I have annoyed
you.

The Hon. Str 8. W. GRIFFITH : The hou.
gentleman says he is sorry he has annoyed me.
I am sure the hon, gentleman has not annoyed
me personally, but it annoys me to think that a
gentleman occupying his honourable position
should so conduct himself in the consideration of
a question of such vast importance to the colony.
I consider it a disgrace to the colony that the
head of the Government should deal in such a
manner with such a subject, and I say I do
not believe that he expresses the opinion of
the colony—of that I am sure. Then we were
treated by two hon. gentlemen to this argument :
““What do we want with a university in Queens-
land? There are two of them close to us, in
Melbourne and Sydney. Let people go there,”
and more of that style of argument. Surely
they could never have grasped the very elements
of the arguments in favour of the scheme to
talk such nonsense as that. Supposing the
people in Scotland said, “We don’t want a
university in Scotland, we can go over to Iing-
land.” Or the people of Ireland were to say,
“We don’t want a new university in Ireland,
we can go to Dublin or across the Channel ; it is
only a few hours away.” Just imagine argu-
ments of that sort being used. Tmagine such

‘Which were
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arguments being used in even the United States
of America 100 years ago, or in any other civilised
country. Would it not be difficult to find in
the civilised parts of Europe the two nearest
universities 500 miles apart from one another?
What sort of idea have some hon. members of
Queensland ? Are we to be an appendage of New
South Wales or Victoria? It is quite true that
wealthy men can send their sons to Sydney or
Melbourne, and that every year three persons
are aided by the State to get a university
education, The Minister for HEducation said
that he would willingly extend that number, but
he has never proposed to do so, and I do not
think heis likely to do so.

The MINTISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : The necessity has not arisen since I have
been in power.

The Hon. Sir 8. W. GRIFFITH : Of course
not. Itis not every man who will send his son
away from here to a foreign country to educate
hin; and it is not every man who, if he would,
could afford to do so, even with the assistance
of £100 a vear. But a man does not begin to
educate his son for a university three months
before he goes there. It is a matter which he
has to take in hand beforehand; and if he
intendsto send hisson toauniversity, he has tolay
hisplans in advance; and when his son has passed
through thelowerschools hesendshim there, How
does the system of sending three to a university
every year answer my arguments ? Does the hon.
gentleman fancy that because three persons go
every year from Brisbane now, that there would
not be thirty or more to begin with, if we had
a university in Brisbane? He knows very little
about the present position of education in Queens-
land if he thinks that; and, as I interjected before,
what about higher education for our girls? Are
they to go to Sydney and Melbourne too? That
argument might very well be used by persons
who belong to Victoria, and who are not Queens-
landers, and who do not consider Queensland as
a country by itself, as the American States are
States by themselves, We boast in having an
educational system of our own, and one which
is in many respects better than that of the other
colonies.

Mr. BARLOW: We are only a Victorian
plantation,

The How. S1z 8. W. GRIFFITH: An hon.
member behind me says that we are only a Vic-
torian plantation, and with some hon. members
we are. An argument of the hon. member for
Townsville was: “Why should the State con- .
tribute money to found a university, when people
have to contribute to found a State school?”
The law requires. that contributions should be
made in the case of building a new State school,
in order to secure that the applications shall
be bond fide, as in the old days a great many
applications were made which were not bond
fide. 1 supported it for that reason alone. The
hon. member asked why the wealthy persons in
the colony who want this university do not find
the money themselves. But this university is
not for the wealthy people—they can provide
their sons with a university education now. It
is for the people who cannot afford to give their
song a university education, and for those
desirous of having general culture diffused
throughout the whole of our community. I
must have been strongly misunderstood if any-
thing T said this afternoon led to such a
conclusion as to imagine that the university was
only to be established for the benefit of wealthy
people. Then, again, we are told that the extent
of the colony is a great difficulty. Of course,
the extent of the colony is a difficulty in
many matters, but difficulties are made to be
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overcome, Are we never to have a university in
Queensland because of the extent of the colony ?
That may be a reason for having two universities,
but itis not an argumentfor not havingone. Then
it is said everyone cannot get the advantages of it.
Of course not. People who live in the remote parts
of the colony must take thedisadvantages with the
advantages. We cannotlive in more places than
one at once, and we know that certain dis-
advantages exist from living in the remote
districts. Railways are not found everywhere.
There is not a railway running down our western
boundary, and yet the people there have to
contribute towards the revenue. The difficulty
referred to arose in New Zealand, and it has
arisen in a minor degree in Treland, and it has also
arisen in connection with the university in Man-
chester called the Victorian University ; but those
difficulties were overcome. There a distance of
100 miles was an important thing ; but here we
are told to go to Sydney, and we have hon.
members representing Queensland constituencies,
but who really represent Victoria, or some nther
foreign part, telling us that the climate of
Queensland 1s not fif for a university. Perhaps
the next thing will be to tell us that we should
migrate, and let our places be filled by a coloured
race, supervised by their managers, while they re-
side abroad and draw their revenues, As regards
New Zealand, there were two universities there—
the University of New Zealand and the Univer-
sity of Otago or Dunedin. Subsequently they
were made into one university, with teaching
colleges in the central towns, There is one teach-
ing centre in Dunedin, one at Nelson, one at
Auckland, and one, I think, at Christchurch. If
any place iIs not large enough to have a teaching
college, do not give it one, but when it is large
enough give it a teaching college. Surely that is
an answer to that objection. I adverted to
this point when T was speaking before, but it
is a matter of detail which ought to be
worked out by experts, such as those gentle-
men of whom the commission I ask for
would consist. The fact is that T do not under-
stand the position of hon. gentlemen in opposing
this motion. It appears that the hon. gentlemen
sitting on the Government benches are voting
solidly against the motion because it emanates
from me. If that is to be the way in which
anything proposed by me is to be treated, then
I shall be forced to make no more proposals in
this House, If hon. members opposite think that

their duty is to oppose everything I propose, then

I shall have to get some one else to make the
proposals. I have been extremely disappointed,
Jindeed, as I knew that many hon. members
opposite are in favour of the establishment of a
university, and I was amazed to find that they
unanimously oppose it. They have missed the
whole point of the argument. I endeavoured,
as clearly as I could in the short time I occu-
pied—because I did not want to weary the House,
orto take too much time over one matter—to
show the necessity for establishing a univer-
sity. I cannot help thinking, by the way, that
the opposition to this motion was arranged,
because Parliament was to be asked by the
motion as originally drafted for £5,000 a year, and
the arguments which were got ready to answer
that motion have been used, although the motion
was changed, T thinkthat is so because the argu-
ments that have been offered are not at all
relevant to the present motion. But I say they
miss the whole point in arguing that a uni-
versity in Sydney or Melbourne will do for
us, or that means of communication with those
places are easy. 'The advantage of having a uni-
versity here is to have a centre of light and cul-
ture in Queensland, guiding and training our
own educational system, and guiding and training
the people of the colony. Those of our young men
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who have been educated in the Sydney or Mel-
bourne universities may assist if they come back
to us, who sent them there; but that is very doubt-
ful, for we know that a great many of them stop
away. They stop away becaufe they are sen
away at a time of life when their sympathies are
being formed, and they form sympathies else-
where. They get settled there, and like to
retnain among their friends. Perhaps they see
a better chance of rising to distinction there,
and we who have paid to send them away to get
their education lose the benefit of their services.
No foreign university can do for us what a
university of our own could do; I appeal even
to the sympathies of the worshippers of the
great god Mammon. I maintainthat it would be
an extremely profitable investment of money to
have a university here. All the arguments
adduced in opposition to the motion have been
arguments in opposition to the old-fashioned
notion of & university which the hon. member
for Barcoo hasin hishead, He thinksauniversity
necessarily means palatial buildings, costly
professors, and students engaged in attending
lectures with the sole object of getting degrees.
That is not the university of modern times ; that
is not the university I advocated, or anything
like it. I began by explaining that it was an
entirely different thing ; and it is disheartening
when one takes the trouble to explain the nature
of a proposition to find hon. members answering
an entirely different proposal. I referred to the
number of students in the Scotch universities—
about one in 560 of the population. The propor-
tion of students who take degrees is not much
more. Perhaps that is too small a proportion,
but itis well known that the number of students
in Scotch universities who take a degree is
extremely small in proportion to the number of
students. While the number of students can be
counted by thousands, the number of graduates
in any one year is low down in the hundreds.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Not
half of them are Scotch, Some of the students
come from China.

The Hox. Sir S. W. GRIFFITH : Does the
hon. member mean to say that a tenth of the
students are Chinese ? We know that they come
from all parts of the world; but if the hon,
member says that not one-half of the students in
Scotch universities are Scotchmen I think he
speaks from very imperfect information. I do
not know whether I can give at the moment the
number of students in Scotch universities.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : About
3,000 in Edinburgh.

The Hox, Sz S. W. GRIFFITH: Very
Jikely. And I am quite certain that more than
1,500 out of the 3,000 are Scotchmen, ButIwas
referring to the proportion of students who took
degrees ; and I say that a degree is not taken by
anything like one in ten. The main object 'of a
university is not to give degrees, though that is an
incidental object. Inthe old daysit was necessary
to get a degree, because without a degree a man
was not allowed to engage in any of the teaching
professions;; infact degrees weresimply certificates
entitling personsto teach. I value a university de-
gree. I have the satisfaction of having one—but T
should have known just as much without getting
a degree if I had learned as much. The degree
did not confer on me any extra knowledge.
There is nothing magical about a degree. As I
said before, the object of a university is to diffuse
light and culture throughout the community,
and that cannot be done by any foreign univer-
sity. So far as the profit which would result
to the colony is concerned, is it not a
notorious fact that the development of the
resources of this colony is seriously retarded by
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ignorance of the best means of dealing with
the difficulties that exist. Isthe mining industry
one-fifth of what it might be—reckoning only the
gold-bearing reefs that are already known-—if
applied science were brought to bear so as to get
all the gold ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: You want

technical education for that ; not a university.

The Box, Sz 8. W. GRIFFITH: Itis dis-
heartening, Mr, Speaker, after trying to ex-
plain  clearly the object of the motion, to
find that an hon. member has evidently
not been listening to one word I said. I regard
this question as a serious one; it is con-
sidered a most serious matter in every civi-
lised country, and it is entitled to be dealt with
otherwise than with levity by members of the
Government. I referred to the importance of
applied sciencein developing themineralresources
of the colony, and pointed outthattheycan never
be satisfactorily developed except by the estab-
lishment of a university that will undertake the
business of applying science to nature within the
colony. Do we get from the university of Sydney
the same attention to the difficultiex that
exist in Queensland that we should if we had a
university of our own, or if we had min-
ing colleges attached to a university in the
various mining centres ? Of course not ; and we
never shall. But after T have pointed out the
importance of applied science, and that it would
form one of the most important functions of a
university, I am told that what is wanted is
technical education. The hon. member who said
that might as well say that “ U ” is the first
letter of the word ‘‘university.” When we
talk of applied science, we can call it technical
instruction, but it is applied science all the same.
And we cannot give that technical instruction
except in connection with such an institution as
a university ; at any rate, it has never yet been
done, even if it can be done. I forget how much
money was spent by the small canton of Zurich
in Switzerland in establishing the great mining
laboratory at Zurich ; but it was such an amount
that members would gasp if it were proposed to
speud one-tenthof the amount on thedevelopment
of our mining resources. Ithink it wassomething
like £140,000 ; but it paid them. And it would
pay us—even from a pecuniary point of view it
would pay us handsomely-—to have in ourmidst an
ingtitution that would give scientific information
to the people who desire it ; and without such
an institution we shall never be able to
make anything like the best of our great
natural resources, I hear an hon, member
say that technical schools and a university
are altogether different things. T am not going
to repeat my arguments. They think that a
university is a place where people learn Greek
and Latin, wear a trencher cap, attend lectures,
and get a degree. That is their idea of a univer-
sity. And I hearan hon. member of the Ministry
referring to higher culture in such a way as to show
that he evidently scorns culture—perhaps because
he uses the word in a different sense from that
in which it isused by me and by the people
of the colony generally. It is a frue saying
that knowledge is power, and the more know-
ledge a man has, the more power he will
have for good or for evil. As a rule, a good
education makes for good; but it is too late in
the day to waste time by arguing that it is so.
I very much regret, as I said, that this pro-
posal has not been received with more favour,
and I regret particularly that it does not seem to
have been dealt with on its merits. But Iam
certain that the time will come when it will be
dealt with on its merits, and that not many years
will pass over before a university will be estab-
lished. The Premier concluded by throwing out
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the taunt, why do not some of the members on
this side of the House subscribe a large sum of
money to found a university? It is not my
business to answer that. I can only say that
nothing will give me greater pleasure, when I
am in a position to do so, than to subscribe
largely to a universily ; and before many years
are over I trust I shall have the satisfaction of
writing my name, both as a member of the
governing body of the university and as a
contributor of a substantial sum towards the
establishment of scholarships. But the sooner
we begin the sooner we shall have the work
going on. If the motion is carried, and the
commission do their work diligently, their report
could not be brought up for the consideration of
the Government until about the beginning of the
next session of Parliament. It would then be
for the Government to consider whether they
would take the matter in hand or not. No
private member can take in hand the establish-
ment of a university, at least I cannot while
on this side of the House ; that is quite plain.
The matter, then, would have to be considered
by the Government. If they determined that
they would not recommend the necessary appro-
priation, there the matter would stop. But the
House and the country would be in possession of
such information as would enable them to say
whether it would Dbe desirable to establish a
university then or to defer it to a somewhat later
period. That would be the result of making the
inquiry. What possible objection can there be
to that ? In New South Wales, it was three
years after the Bill was passed before the
university was opened ; so that even if this resolu-
tion is carried, at the earliest the university
could not be authorised for at least twelve
months from the present time if the Government
of the day desired it to be carried out ; and after
that it would take a considerable time before the
university was actually inaugurated. It is not
too early to talke the preliminary steps, at any
rate. I can say no more. I have advocated
the matter to the best of my ability, without
desiring to occupy too much' of the time of the
House ; and whatever the result may be to-
night, it is certain that before many years elapse
Queensland will no longer labour under the
disgrace of being the richest colony in the British
dominions without a university.

Question put, and the House divided :—
Axws, 16.

Sir 8. W. Griffith, Messrs. Rutledge, Hyne, Barlow,
Sayers, Drake, McMaster, Smyth, Wimble, Macfarlane,
Buckland, Glassey, Isambert, Unmack, Salkeld, and
Mecllor.

Nogs, 24.

Messrs. Morehead, Nelson, Donaldson, Macrossan,
Black, Pattison, R. R. Joncs, Orombie, Murphy, Philp,
Smith, Cascy, Allan, Powers, Agnew, Corfield, Jessop,
Campbell, Palmer, Adams, Little, Dalrymple, Murray,
and Plunkett.

PATRS.

TFor the motion—3essrs. Groom, Foxton, and Hunter.

Against the motion—DMessrs. Gannon, Cowley, and
Luya.

Question resolved in the negative.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER said : Mr. Speaker,—I move
that this House do now adjourn. The first Go-
vernment business to be taken on Tuesday next
will be the further comsideration of the Civil
Service Bill in committee.

Question pub and passed.

The House adjourned at twenty-six minutes
after 10 o’clock.





